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Fun, dance, awards and sharks: List to
watch on TV this New Year's week

to 2022 and welcome

2023 with new energy
and posiiivity. New Year is
the lime for fresh twginnings
and what better way to start
the year off right than by
enjoying exciting and enter-
taining programmes on our
TV sets.

Television show makers
are all set to entertain the
audience with exciting New
Year specials as well as new
fictional and reality dramas.
Some of the list selected
arc...

Indian Television
Academy A'vards

From Rupali Ganguly
to liarshad Chcpda. Neil
Bhatt. Shivangi Joshi. cvcty
performance was exciting
and now these enthralling
performances that were part
of the 22nd edition of the
Indian Tclcvisioi: Academy

Il is lime to say goodbye

Awards held in Mumbai
can be watched on the small
screen on January I. If Ru-
pali and Gaurav khanna are
going to bring their romantic
chemistry on stage with their
dance moves, the popular
face of TV Shivangi Joshi's
sensuous moves on Tip Tip
Barsa Panni' made everyone
go crazy. Moreover. Amruta
Khanvilkar impressed every-
one with her Lavani perfor-
mance on the stage
The Kapil Shamtu Show

The comedy-based real-
ity series hosted by Kapil
Sharma is going to welcome
2023 with its New Year spe-
cial episode with the new age
comedians Anubhav Singh
Bassi, Abhishck Upmanyu
Zakir Khan. Kusha Kapila.
along with ace singers like
Richa Sharma and Jasbir
Jassi and dancing dynamite
the Demolition crew. Jasbir

MasterChef India

opular ch;fs Vikas
Khanna. Ranvcer
Brar. anc Garima

Arora, who will be seen
judging the talents on the
7th season of "MasterChef
India’, are seeking innova-
tive ideas and techniques
in the preparation of home-
cooked food which can
make it not only tastier and
healthier, but also unique
and distinct.

Garima. who is known
for her cooking skills, and
was announced Asia’s Best
Female Chefin 2019, said
“'MasterChef is notjust a
title but an attitude. We arc
on a quest to find India’s
MasterChef who will cre-

ate an impact with their
food. While taste is one
factor, | would also be on
the lookout for innovation
and unique techniques ap-
plied to every dish by the
home cooks.”

“This will definitely be
a different experience than
guiding a kitchen crew and
1am elated to be a part of
it as not only will I get to
share my experiences but
will also get to learn from
these aspiring chefs," she
shared

Chef and restaurateur
Vikas, who has hosted
various cooking reality
shows like Twistof Taste',
“Throwdown! with Bobby

will make everyone laugh
by sharing a memory of his
interview in Fnglish while on
atourto California. Standup
comedian Anubhav Singh
Bassi will spill some beans
about how he confessed his
job change to his parents

from studying law for 5years
to getting to something very
different likecomedy. Kusha
Kapila will offera collabora-
tion request D Zakir to make
a makeup video together.
Many such more exciting
conversations and comic

means real people
telling real stories about real food

Flay' among others, also
added on what arc his
expectations from the new
season and the chefs com-
ing on the show.

"Similar to falling in
love at first sight. | am
looking forward to falling
in love at first taste on
‘MasterChef India’ Along
with my co-chefs. Ranvcer
and Garima,

set to begin.”

W hile celebrity chef
Ranvcer is willing to see
some authentic cuisine
and also Itniw some real-
time stories that became
the inspiration for their
special preparations or
food. What I am look-
ing for arc real people
telling real stories about
real food. | believe our

I am thrilled to expe-country, its culture and its

rience the magic home
cooks will bring to the
table with their dishes that
will not only win over our
taste buds but our hearts
as well. It is going to be
a rollercoaster ride as a
delectable journey is all

home-cooked food have
always had the potential to
come through and shine on
the global stage.” he con-
cluded. ‘MasterChef India’
will be stari ng on January
2 on Sony Entertainment
Television. (IANS)

acts on the show arc going to
entertain the audience.
Indian Idol 13

This New Year Indian
Idol - Season 13 will have
its grand 'Success Party”
on January | in which re-
nowned musicians along
with the Top 10 contestants
will be giving some amazing
performances. Renowned
names from the industry like
Jeet Ganguly. Mahalakshmi
Iyer. Ash King. RJ Malishka
Dhvani Bhanushali. Rahul
Vaidya. Divyansh. Manuraj,
Pawandccp Rajan. Srecnima
Chandra. Kunal Rawal. and
Abhimanyu Dasani will be
gracing the show. The New
Year success party o f’Indian
Idol 13" will be airing on
January 1 from 8:00 p.m. to
11:00 p.m. on Sony Kntcr-
tainment Television.

Shark Tank India 2

The second season of

Shark Tank India is all set
to start and provide an op-
portunity and a platform for
entrepreneurs with interest-
ing business ideas that will
be evaluated by experienced
investors and business ex-
perts.
MasterChefindia

Popularchefs Vikas Khan-
na. Ranveer Brarand Garima
Arora arc coming back as
judges on the 7th season of
the cooking reality show
MasterChef India. Based
on MasterChefAustralia, it
started in India in 2010 and
i firstseason was hosted by
Akshay Kumar. Kunal Ka-
pur. and Ajay Chopra. Apart
from Hindi, the show also
aired in different languages
like Tamil. Tclugu. Kannada,
and Malayalam. The past six
seasons were judged by dif-
ferent master chefs in love
with each other. (IANS)

Salman, Dharmendra to
usher BB 16 this New Year

teran Bollywood
actor Dharmendra
andstar Salman Khan

Salman on the song Yamla
Pugh Deewana.

The promo on the up-
coming episode also shows
the contestants spending
some great time along with
the guests. Bigg Boss 16
contestants will be seen pay-
ing tribute to Dharmendra
by dancing on his hit songs
and performing his famous
dialogues. Sajid Khan and
Abdu Rozik can be seen
performing Dharmendra’s
famous dialogues and en-

will be seen celebrating tewining Salman and the

Years with Bigg Boss 16
housemates in the upcoming
episode

A promo dropped by the
channel Colors on Instagram
shows that Dhanncndra will
also be seen dancing with

legendary actor. Salman, who
will be hosting 2022’s last
Weekend Ka Va;ir will enter
the house along with Dhar-
mendra. Actor-comedian
Krushna Abhishck will be
seen dressed up. (IANS)

Year Ender 2022: Top OTT Series of 2022

MODESTY
BUUSE

e year 2022 was the
year of revolutionisa-
tionas farasOTTcon-

tentisconccrncd. Although a
lotoffilms couldn’t perform
as expected ai the box-office,
many did exceptionally well
on OTT platforms. As much
as we would love to discuss
films, we're first taking up
the OTT series. So. let's see
ifyour favourite scries made
it to the list.

Wednesday

‘Wednesday' is a new
show on Netlix that hit the
OTT platforn recently. The
supernatural, comedy-horror
is based on tie character of
Wednesday Addams of The
Addains fam ly. Wednesday
Addams strives to control
her developing psychic gift

while attending Nevermore
Academy, stop a Killing
spree, and unravel the mys-
tery that embroiled her par-
ents 25 years ago

Stranger Things

The Duffer Brothers, who
also act as showrunners and
executive producers along-
side Shawn Levy and Dan
Cohen, are the creators of
the American science fic-
tion horror drama television
series.

Aashram Season 3

The protagonist of Aash-
ram 3 is Kashipur Wale Baba
Nirala, who succeeded as
a kingmaker when lukum
singh was elected as the
state’s chief minister. But for
Baba. winning isn’t enough.
He wants to beconic Su-

A 0ISCIFIE

preme! The show revolves
around these challenges.
Dalian
The show touches upon
society, and its beliefs
while challenging its char-
acters to face their deepest
and darkest fears. It takes
offwhen a mining expedi-
tion threatens the village
fabled with a temple that
legends say can unleash a
deadly curse when harmed.
Rocket Boys
The plot is centred on
the three pivotal decades in
India's history-ihe 1940s.
1950s, and 1960s and how
the country is developing
into a powerful, brave, and
independent country. It is
a tale of formative years in
Independent India. (AN!)
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Miley Cyrus determined to
be a good listener in 2023

romising to listen more, both to herselfand others
nextyear, the 30-ycar-old pop star explained the vow
was inspired by a conversation with her Godmother

Dolly Parton who admit-
ted that she got a telling
off from her husband Carl
Thomas Dean. "I guess my
resoluti»n would really be
- my inuinct is very loud,
but I'm not a great listener
sometimes. Dolly was tell-
ing me. her husband says.
*You're not hard o f hearing.
You're hard of listening.'
And | guess that would
kind of be my resolution,

to not just listen to myself, but listen to others.” Miley
explained to Hoda Kotb in NBC's upcoming special "A
Toast to 20221". Cyrus turned 30 in November and the
TV hoS* asked if she's feeling any difi'crent since mark-
ing the milestone. The Wrecking Ball singer replied: "I
always »y that my truth, and the opposite of what that is
isalsome. Somehow I'm completely different, and then
somehow I'm exactly the same. Now. in my 30s - 1mean,
my 20s ivere so much fun. Ifyou don't believe me. 1think

you cangoogleit.

Miley is hosting a New Year's Eve

special on NBC this year titled "Miley's New Year's Eve
Party”, and she will be co-prescnting with Dolly, itwill
also feature ‘Saturday Night Livestars Chloe Fineman
and Satah Sherman as well as performances from the
band Liily, singer Fletcher, and 'Please Don't Destroy"
coined) trio Ben Marshall. John Higgins, and Martin
Herlihy. Other performers will include Sia. Lalto. and
Rac Srcmmurd. Dolly previously revealed that she only
agreed to appear with Miley in the show because it's
being filmed in Miami, Florida. (IANS)

Olivia Colman stole something
from the set of The Crown

ctress Olivia Colman may have moved on from

The Crown' after season four, but she still carries

apicce of the show with her. The Oscar winner,
Who played Queen Flizabcth Il on seasons three and four
of Netflix's *The Crown*, managed to snag a special me-
mento before she left Buckingham Palace behind forgood,
reports eonline.com. The third season ofThe Crown opens
witha shoto fColman in our firstglimpse of her as the late
Queen, admiring a new stamp design with her face on it.
As it turns out. the scene played out very similarly in real
life. "On my first day on The Crown, which was about
the stamp thing," Olivia explained December 29 on The
Graham Norton Show, “there was an envelope on the desk
and itwas To her Majesty, the Queen’ and it had my face
on a stamp.” Because The Crown' is so keen on detail.
Olivia means it was her actual face, as the Queen, on the
stamp, not Elizabeths. After admiring the craftsmanship,
she revealed: "It was a lovely props person who said. Tm
not allowed to do this, but take that.” As for where the
keepsake is currently displayed, it is probably not in a
place of great prominence, at least if Olivia's treatment of
her owr, Oscar statuette is any indication. (IANS)
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IProblems are not the problem;

coping is the problem. ”

— Virginia Satir

The Shillong Times
SUILLONC;. 11t-SDAV.JAM AKV 3. 2023
Outlook for New Year

AS wc have rung in the New Year, change is the
*mantra.” India’s slow process ofchange is expected
to carry forward with a general sense of stability at
the social, political anti administrative levels. Yet,
hints in the national capital arc that a reshuffle o fthe
Union Council of Ministers is round the comer. With
senior-level ministers seemingly doing a good job,
there's no clarity as to which all heads could roll and
who all could step in as new faces in the ministry at
this late hour. The Modi government has an effective
term of only ayear left for governance, after which
itcould find itselfin the lame duck form. The parlia-
ment elections would come calling during the first
halfof 2024. The build-up for the general elections
would start this year at various levels.

The bi-annual national executive meet of the BJP
isexpected this month and Parliament would start its
budget session by February 1. In between, the BJP
might see a change of head as i presit
JP Nadda’s present term would end by January 20.
With the saffron party losing the assembly polls in
his home stale of I limacluil Pradesh as also the Delhi
civic elections held directly under his nose, he may
have a lot of explaining to do. Rumours arc that
Nadda couldbe drafted to the Modi government ami
someone else might take the party's leadership inthe
run-up to the set of assembly polls in about 10states
this year. Pul together, this is as crucial as the 2024
general clcciions. This could put the entire year on
election mode, followed by the onset of the parlia-
ment polls. While the Modi government talked about
a ‘one nation one poll’ plan, whether some of these
assembly po Iscould be clubbed with the parliament
polls is worth a thought. When an idea is floated and
it captures the nation's fancy, it is incumbent on the
government to implement it. Configuration of LS
and assembly polls across the states could not only
save the exchequer much needless expenditure but
also helps in political stability and a more planned
execution of projects at the pan-India level in each

five-ycar-span.

The meaning of
election freebies

The issue of election
freebies is not confined to
Meghalaya alone. The two
very reccnt and popular
examples concern the Delhi
government under Arvind
Kcjriwal and the central
government under Prime
Minister Modi. The former
has offered a number of
freebies such as education,
electricity, medical tests,
transportation, water, etc
which was circulating in
the news as rcvdi (sweet
dish) culture; the latter lias
promised tree ration every
month to 80 crores Indians
till December, 2023. These
two examples show that
all political parties look at
freebies as a means to win
votes. This underlines the
fact that as long as the peo-
ple arc poor, one can prey
on their poverty and propel
oneself to power. The case
of Meghalaya is more in-
triguing. While struggling

This year might also face fresh situations of
worry on the health front. Covidl9*s new avatar
from China is knocking on our doors. Experts warn
the next two months are crucial in terms ofa likely
spread of thi pandemic. On the positive side, the
fear factor is less as the infections are reported to
be mostly ofa mild nature.

No more wild
parties on
Christmas eve

F.ditor,

Apropos of the letter by
Salil Gewali under the cap-
tion “Christmas not for un-
holy parties" (ST December
31.2022). Iconpletely agree
with the writct In the name
of Christmas ro one should
indulge in such noisy par-
ties and drinking sprees.
Gewali rightly points out
that such wild revelries are
becoming very popular. This
is unacceptable because it
goes against ike holy Bible
and practices of Christian-
ity. What is the purpose of
being religious or practicing
Christianity if our preach-
ers remain mute spectators
while immora indulgences
are being practiced in the
name of the Lord Jesus
Christ? 1 would call upon
all Christian leaders to take
these sacrilegious activities
very seriously and consider
banning them completely. |
love to quote the last sen-
tence of Gewali, "Frenzied
parties and prayers cannot
go together.”

Yours etc.
Robert Lyngdoh
Shillong - 2

Umroi Airport:
Shocking
revelations

Editor.

On September 20. 2022,
ilic India Awakening
Movement (LAM) compris-
ing Banshai Marbaniang
(Chairman).Cliurchill Syi-

emlich, Baiatei Lapang and
Jatin Kharmalai met the
Director of the Umroi Air-
port. Mr Rashi Kant. The
purpose of the meeting was
to get a clear picturc of the
proposed extension plan of
Airports Authority of India
(AATI). the statutory body
under Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion. IAM has also received
complaints of infrequent
(lights of smaller aircrafts
only. At present the only
city connected to Shillong
airport is Kolkata. There arc
no caterers at the airport,
thereby forcing passengers
to use roadside restaurants
apart from exorbitant taxi
fares etc. The expansion so
far has been dismal with only
two small parking spaces
and the perimeter wall lying
incomplete. The staff too
complaincd of being under-
staffed with no roster system
or reliefon cnicial days

Why this attitude of the
Government vis-a-vis the
Umroi airport? The answer
lies in the report of The
Shillong Times where a few
months back, the Govern-
ment had floated a notice
of where it is scouting for
land which is about 20 kms
from the DC*s office as the
crow flics.

Let's survey the feasibil-
ity ofsuch a project. Around
Mylliem in tl)c west the East-
ern Air Command landing
ground is already there. To-
wards the eastern side there
is limited plain land with the
Umngot valley around. It is
heard that the Diengpasoh
area is under scrutiny but
it seems to have ended in
tuiiluveily.

Tounderstand these shady
deals the following revela-
tion by the Director would

on many ic
developmentindicators, the
infusion ofelection freebies
by candidates/parties is
troubling. It depicts that
politics in Meghalaya is
not about vision and goals,
growth and development,
livelihood and transforma-
tion. In the perception of
the Candidatcs'partics. the
voters can be emotionally
and psychologically played
withand itbasically sendsa
certain type o f message.

The gullible voter

In election campaigning
we can commonly hear the
political parties say that
‘the voters of this area/l
constituency arc educated
and wise. Inonesuch cam-
paign. a group of males
were feeling proud on be-
ing referred to as 'wise'.
However, the experience
ofrecentyears points to the
contrary. As voters wc all
have to ask the question of
election wisdom. To a large
extent, the majority of vot-
ersarc found to be gullible.
As voters we arc too quick
toacceptand believe what-
ever the candidates say. The
practical applicability of
the quote ‘public memory
is short' can be seen dur-
ing elections. In 201X they
said they would improve
education and health, create
employment opportunities,
build world class sporting
facilities, preserve the envi-
ronment. etc. Till date none
of these have materialised.
Behold! Today they come

help reveal why the govt is
hell bent on abandoning the
Umroi Airport. Time and
again the Director has been
reminding the Centre and
the state govt to expedite the
expansion, butall reminders
fell on deafears. Rishi Kant
had also given the proposal
'Surveying In Expansion and
Mapping Technology ‘worth
Rs 7,800 crores to the State
Government but the response
was that the Government has
no money. Another obstacle
in the Umroi airport expan-
sion project was because the
KIIADC' denied the license
to carry out the work at
Umktich and Umsamriang
areas as per advicc of the
DGCA. Ilencc itappears that
the State Government and
KMADC work in tandem to
finally execute the plan for
abandoning Umroi Airport
The International Airports
Act of 1971 under the pur-
view ofParliament, demands
the expansion as planned
by the DGCA. Three years
ago the DGCA equipped
with modern mapping sys-
tems complete with GPS
support sliced one hillock
from the landing approach
side (Umiam lake). On re-
surveying they found that
two more hillocks needed
to be sliced but three items

By Benjamin Lyngiloh

again with the same prom-
ises. If as voters wc arc
indeed educated and wise,
then their rhetorical assur-
ances must be ignored. The
effective way to ignore is
not vote for them anymore.
But the ground reality is
something; else. Candidates
arc holding football tourna-
ments. Itis frustrating as
this tournament happens
only oncc in five years
Even the world cup happens
every fouryears, if the vot-
ersarc wise then wc would
have rejected such an elec-
tion tournament. Instead,
ask the candidate/party to
assure proper grass turfon
the field with stands for the
people to sit and enjoy the
game. This is the best time
to reverscthe trend ofelec-

tion gullibility.
1'did not do my Job
in the past

Ifa canlidatc party goes
to voters with freebies and
trinkets such as blankets,
chairs, utensils, sports
tournaments, etc during
election, it is basically an
admission of guilt. It is the
guilt of not having done
their job during their term

from voters. As voters, do
we forgive them? Forgive
or not. the candidates have
their own ulterior motive
which is to fool the gullible
votcragain. Ifone shampoo
does not work we shift to
another. In politics too, it is
required to follow the same
practicc. So far. that has not
been the case. This elec-
tion. will the voters say no
to freebies? Further, there
is an alarming situation. If
the candidate/party has not
done itsjob in the past, what
is the guarantee that they
would do so in the future?
However, there is a catch.
When the voters only look
at present benefits, then any
freebies of the candidates
will seem valuable even at
the cost of future develop-
ment.
The selentltlc
tempered voter

In politics and especially
during elections, scientific
temper is important. It can
be the difference between
choosing the right repre-
sentatives and good gov-
ernance as against disaster.
In short, scientific temper
means 'the ability to think

"Ifagroup ofrational voters come together
then they can pressurise such candidates/
parties to insteadpoo! the money
and establish an agri-produce collection
centreat a centralised location. This will
enable thefarmers o fnearby villages to
bring theirproduce in bulk. The collection
centre then acts as a bargaining chipfor
thefanners to get a better pricefrom the
middie-men o f Meghalaya and Assam. ™

of office. No wonder most
of the candidate’s have be-
comeso active in the reccnt
six months. In many remote
villages, the inhabitants
claimed that they have not
seen their MLA since the
election of 2018. Behold!
These days they arc ap-
pearing again. They are
appearing with all promises
and gifis. This is the case
in all the constituencies of
Meghalaya. If the voters
arc wise, then they would
realize tint these appear-
ances andgifls are nothing
but a feeling of guilt and
the business of making up
and seeking forgiveness

several lakh crores of rupees.

Itis said. "A bird in the hand
is worth two in the bush.”
Airports are notjust birds but
are worth much more.

Be that as it may. it is
heartening to note that 1AM
will be meeting CM Conrad
Sangma shortly. And this
time unlike the MoU for
the Casino, 1AM will not be
bulldozed or dictated

Let's hope Umroi Airport
will, in a yearor two. get the
status of a national airport.
Our gradnates would then
be gainfully employed in
accordance with their skills.
IAM also promised it would
talk to the Director to help
the villagers around the air-
port with jobs according to
their skills.

Hopefilly passengers to
and from Vicghalaya would
be belter connected and
subsequently internationally
too. Enough of the 140 Km
journey with exorbitant tour-
ist taxi fare (at times equal to
air fares if not more), with
traflic snarls and the sum-
mer heat.

Meghalaya, so long
equipped only with land
transport, could to some
extent tolerate a minister
with no technological back-
ground. Yes on land trans-
port. there are MV Acts and

remained to be
First, Nil 6 needs rerouting
for expansion of the runway
(Boeing requires 12,000
feet for landing and a few
more thousands for taking
ofl). Second, a church needs
demolition with a new one to
be constructed and thirdly
one high tension line too
needs rerouting. All these
would entail not more than
Rs 100 crores.

A new airport would cost

of
Certificates grossly ignored
(natwrally} by the minister.
But civil aviation will not
tolerate these indulgences.
Itneeds a person with a high

rationally through analysing
all developments'. For now.
let us look at it from two
angles. First, open practicc
ofdistribution of money. If
a group of rational voters
come together then they can
pressurise such candidates/
parties to instead pool the
money and establish an
agri-produce collection cen-
tre ata centralised location.
Thiswill enable tlie farmers
of nearby villages to bring
their produce in bulk. The
collection centre then acts
as a bargaining chip for
the farmers to get a better
price from the middle-men
of Meghalaya and Assam.

Timely
advisory by
Antony

Editor.

Recently Congress leader
AK Antony ad\ iscd the Party
to win over the Hindus ifthe
Congress is to beat the BJP.
He had issued a similar advi-
sory in 2014 after the miser-
able defeat of the Congress
when the Party failed to win
the desired number of scats
in the Lok Sabha required
to clcet a leader of ihe Op-
position. For the last two
consecutive tenus there is no
leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha. After the poor
performance of the Congress
Party in 2014 Antony had ad-
vised the party not to ignore
the Hindus and also not to
concentrate too much on mi-
nority votes but the Party did
notheed hisadviceand faced
the same crumbling defeat
as that of 2014. Antony is
amongst those leaders who
had always remained loyal
to the Party and his advice
should be considered in its
true spirit for the good of the
Party. Antony went further
as to say that the Congress
should not consider persons
with sandal paste and vibhuti
on their foreheads as com-
munalists.

Thisisthe second or third
time that Antony has offered
this well thought out advice
to the Congress leadership.
In 1993. while delivering the
Mathai j Memorial

who also has knowledge
on Aviation Acts and pro-
tocols.
Lei's hope lot the best
Yoursetc.,
W. Passah
Nongkrem

Lecture at Press Academy in
Ernakulam (a Kerala Gov-
ernment funded institute for
media studies). Antony had
reminded the minority com-
munities in the country that
they should be grateful to the

As of now. many farmers
are selling as individuals
and this reduces their bar-
gaining power. This can be
seen in Laitkor-Nongkrem
area itself. But when com-
bined together as a group
it will result in better out-
comes for the fanners and
their households. Second,
analyse where the money
and freebies are coming
from? A candidate works
with the principle of ROI
(return on investment).
All freebies that the voters
getare in truth taken as an
investment by the candi-
dates. He/she will recover
the amount in future, but
recover from where? They
will recover from the rights
of the people. In future,
instead o fhaving ten devel-
opment schemes, we would
be benefited only from live.
The only way for voters to
make a wise decision is by
applying scientific temper.
Think rationally and ques-
tion all developments over
the next two months

Inthe end. election free-
bies arc just an eyewash
meant to deceive. Till date,
the only parties that arc not
using freebies for election
gains are VPP and KAM
Meghalaya. Experience
shows that their campaigns
have a different feel to it.
It is not about ‘vote for
us’ rather ‘this is what is
to be done and hence vote
forus'. They arc more into
research and understanding
ofthe ground realities right
through the micro/unit lev-
els. Itall seems noble but it
must be noted that they arc
new into politics. History
has proven that all new
parties have noble ideas
and visions for develop-
ment. This is the advantage
of newness. That is not a
problem. The real problem
starts when they grow older
and bigger. It is then that
compromises happen to
fit all and please all espe-
cially in coalition politics.
HSPDP.KHNAM and PDF
are good examples of being
initiated as tribal parties
for the welfare of the tribal
Mcghalayan. Today, they
are in decline. Alas, election
freebiesarc used asa tool to
fool and deceive the voters
from the real issues. Well,
itis time to get real!

(The writer tcachcs al
NEHU: Email - benjami-
n21in@yahoo.C0.in)

majority community for their
safe survival and existence
in India. “Love them and
respect them. Your security
and safety lie with the Hin-
dus and hence do not create
an impression that you treat
them as a threat.”” Antony
had told the august gather-
ing. His words were the fall-
outoftheanti-Hindu feeling
generated in theaftermathof
the demolition o fthe mosque
at Ayodhya,

Rahul Gandhi is already
on a long march -the Bharat
Jodo Yatra to spread the
base of ihe Congress far
and wide and reclaim lost
spaces. But this can be fruit-
ful only when all sectionsof
society are taken along by
the Congress. There should
not be any impression that
the Congress Party is anti-
Hindu. Congress leaders
should refrain from making
unnecessary controversial
statements. For instance,
rccenily a Congress leader
compared Rahul Gandhi
with lord Rama and another
leader made a statement that
Rahul Gandhi is the real
president of Congress and
Mallikarjun K hadgc is justa
namesake president. Sufticc
it to say that a long march
is not enough to achieve the
target set by the Congress
for itself. It has many more
miles to cover to reach the
destination and that destina-
tion is to capture power in
Delhi.

Yours etc
Yash Pal Ralhan.
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
iho views of th writers/
authors and not that of
The Shitlong Times
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SC’s verdict
neglects human cost

of demonetisation
By K Raveendran

The Supreme Court has.
by a 4-1 majority ruled that
the demonetisation decision
by the Modi government
was technically valid, but
apart from the concerns
raised in the dissenting
voice recorded by Justicc
Nagarathna. the verdict
has failed to acknowledge
the hqge human costof the
dracoaian decision.

After declaring during
the hearing of the ease
that the court will not be a
ssilent spcctatorand sit qui-
etly with folded hands only
because itwas an economic
policy decision’, it has re-
fused to consider whether
the heavy cost the nation
had to pay in terms o f both
humaa suffering as well as
economic losses was worth
the results. In fact, the apex
court has disappointed by
stating it was not relevant

whether the objectives were
achieved. This is particu-
larly so as the court has
found that the reasonable
nexus with the objectives
oferadicating black money,
terror funding ctc. If it
docs not matter whether the
objectives were achieved or
not. what is the big deal in
proclaiming that the objec-
tives were all fine?

The economy is esti-
mated to have lost 1.5 per
cent of GDP in terms of
growlh. which has been
computedas loss 0fRs 2.25
lakh crorc a year. Some 15
crorc daily wage earners
lost livelihood as thousands
ofSMEs were shut. Overa
hundred people died while
waiting in queues to ex-
change their hard-earned
money, while thousands
had tc pay with their lives
inthe aftermath o fthe crisis
brougit about by shortage
of cash caused by the ‘or-
phaned” decision.

An in temts of fighting
black money, demoneti-
sation drew a complete
blank. In fact, the window
provided by demonetisation
offered an opportunity to
regularise tonnes of black
money. There was no suc-
cess in reigning in counter-
feiting as well. Compared
with pre-demonetisation
days, here was an increase
of 35 per cent in counter-
feit notes detected in the
denomination of Rs 100,
while here was a noticeable
increase o f 154.3 percent in
counterfeit notes detected
in the denomination of Rs
50 in one year alone

The big question that
remains unanswered is who
takes he responsibility for
the huge human as well as
economiccost, which is real
as opposed to the academ-
ic interest of whether the
Modi government had actcd
with due consideration of
the conscquences. If status
quo cannot be restored, as
reasoned by the court for
not raising any challenge to
the decision. Prime Minis-
ter Modi, who stunned the
natior with his bolt from
the blue announcement has
not chimed any responsi-
bility. In fact, he has never
referred to demonetisation
ever since it became clear

that it was a blunder of Hi-
malayan proportions.

The bench has taken
cover under ‘restraint’ on
the part of the court in
dealing with administrative
actions. “There has to be
great restraint in matters o f
economic policy. Court can-
not supplant the wisdom of
executive with its wisdom."
the bench pointed out while
stating that the decision-
making proccss cannot be
faulted merely bccause the
proposal emanated from the
central government. This
is a potentially dangerous
position to take and runs
counter to the stand taken
by court in the past in effec-
tive interventions in forcing
the government to act in
dealing with the human
tragedy in the long march
baek home by migrant la*

bourcrs and the covid vac-
cination programme. These
interventions were based
on the court's conviction
that its wisdom must pre-
vail when the government
shows a lack of it

But in the course of
the hearing, tlie bench had
made many rcferences to
the social and economic
hardshipsand distress faccd
by the common people asa
result of the controversial
policy decision. The Centre
has justified these hardships
as part of the nation-build-
ing activity, but nation-
building cannot be through
trial and error, especially
when there arc safeguards
against such impulsive ad-
ministrative decisions. Itis
these safeguards that were
sidestepped by Modi's dra-
matic announcement.

Justicc Nagarathna in
herdissentheld that demon-
etisation of currency notes
was a serious matter and it
could not be done by the
Centre by merely issuing
a galcttc notification. She
even dcelared it unlawful
on legal grounds and was
not quite impressed by the
objectives, which any way
remained unrealised. She
pointed out that the RBI
merely approved the gov-
ernment’s decision without
applying its independent
mind and cited the desire by
the Centre as justification
for the approval.

While the judgment
refers to parliament and
the supremacy of people
in terms of the rights of
the executive to issue ad-
ministrative decisions, the
court's stand of a strict
no-go into the domain of
economic policies is not
in conformity with the Su-
preme Court’s recent as-
sertion of its authority for
judicial review o fexecutive
decisions, although the
context was different. With
regards to the controversy
about Collegium and the
appointment o fjudges, the
court had clearly stated (hat
while the legislature had the
power In mik<* laws, iln*ju-
diciary’s power for review
was not at all contestable.
(IPA Sen‘ice)
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“Forgiveness is a virtue o fthe brave.”

— Indira Gandhi
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Literacy is not education
THERE isa perception among researchers visit-
ing Meghalaya that since the literacy rate here is
higher than inother states o f India, hence human

development i

iccs too must be better. But

the question is whether literacy is equivalent to
education. The answer is a definite “No.” While
literacy refers to a person's ability to read and
write, education refers to the lifelong process of

acqui

g knowledge, skills, ethics, habits and

beliefs and a deeper comprehension of issues
and above al the powerto question. Education,
it is believed, leads to the overall development of
a person's intellect, reasoning skills, behaviour
and sensibility which includes being sensitive
to the larger needs of society and not just the
immediate self. Hence literacy is just the very
first step towards education.

In rural Meghalaya, the stark reality is that
the school drop-out rate at the primary and high
school level is very high. Girls who drop out al
Class 6-7 very soon bccomc victims of teenage
pregnancy and by about the age 020 they have
about 5-6 children. The elder children often
carry the burden of looking after the younger
siblings when the mother goes about her work.
It's a case of childhood being lost too early. If
the mother could have been retained up to high
school she might have gone on to complete her
higher secondary and perhaps even enter college
or learn some other skill sets which would serve
herin good stead in the village where she comes
from. But that's provided there are higher sec-
ondary schools within the village and students
don't have to come all the way to Shillong or
the other district headquarters and stay in a
rented accommodation which means additional
expenses foran already poor family.

In the villages of Meghalaya even today the
family size begins at 7 members and could rise
to 10-12 in a family. Family planning and even
spacing are rejected outright and this is due to
lack of education that could instill an under-
standing in young men and women that a large
family where incomes are scarce, means staring
at poverty. Children bom to such families have
no future unless they are exceptionally gifted
and can circumvent the adverse circumstances
oftheirbirth Aneducated young mother would
not want her child to wallow in abject poverty
because of the lack of opportunities for educa-
tion. She wculd then ensure that she docs not
just give birth to children without planning out
a future for the child even before she/he is bom.
That’s why education isimportant. Itempowers
women to plan the family size and tojustify why
that is needed. A person's actions and sense of
reasoning actually determine how educated that
person is. Hence the criticality of education in

rural Meghalaya!

A breath of
refreshing
political

analys

Editor,

At the very onset lei me
clarify that 1 belong to no
political party; support no
particular party or individual
noram I penning this missive
to glorify any particular poli-
tician. 1fyou as< me | think
most of them an: opportun-
ists ; most arc in politics not
to provide scrvi:c, benefit,
advantage nordoa good turn
for the state and its people.
Most of the politicians mov-
ing about in our midst arc
pure business tren who sec
political power as the best
means to make money: in-
dulge in some shady busi-
ness deals with the least risk
of being exposed or as the
best way to circumvent the
law. Most o fus haw reached
this stage of skepticism and
cynicism about our political
system and our politicians
not because we want to but
because the politicians them-
selvesand theiractions have
forced us to come to such
inglorious conclusions. I am
the first to admit that it’s the
worst type o fconviction and
faith to have ofone’s lead-

ers but the truth is. there is
no alternative. Just can’t be
helped. Ithas simplycome to
a stage where a politician's
word is not even worth the
breath of air he spends in
expressing it

So when a politician
opens his/her mouth and
express a universal truth, it
does come in as a breath of
fresh air. The basis of my
statement is based on the
3rd Jan 2023 ST headlines
“NPP not for bifurcation
of Meghalaya: Amparecn”
Whatever one thinks or says
about Kong Amparecn |
think on this occasion she
deserves to be applauded
for not trying to be evasive
but for speaking facts which
incidentally happens to be
the naked truth. There is no
possibility of further bifur-
cating Meghalaya either into
an exclusive Khasi State or
an exclusive Ganc>state. Such
a belief might be grist to the
mill of those who believe
that only politics can and is
the saving factor for the eth-
nic communities that make
up Meghalaya. Such people
tend to forget or are ignorant
ofthe fact that Meghalaya as
itis, is already economically
unviable. None of the small,
diminutive North Eastern
states, based purely on ethnic
considerations are economi-
cally viable. We exist only
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New Year 2023: Is there anything
new and productive in Meghalaya?

The old year has slipped
into eternity and the new
begins, but we the people
shall continue to strive and
fight harder to achieve our
dreams. | pray that we will
be blessed with good health
and more wisdom, while |
call upon everyone not to
shy away from engaging
with each other with civil-
ity despite our razor-sharp
differences. Wc cannot af-
ford to alienate the other
and the State and Com-
munity will not progress in
an environment where one
group tends to alienate the
other and vice versa. Inour
march forward we reaffirm
that truthandjusticcarcour
guiding principles.

We are the Community
which continues to live in
denial and this is self-dam-
aging. The Society is in a
state of (lux and will some-
thing new come along and
will there beany productiv-
ity inthe State in 2023? The
ancicnt :agc, Eccler.iar.teo i
not telling us to be contcnt
orcomplacent with the slate
of being when he uttered
“ls therc a thing o f which is
said. ‘Sec this is new’?" It
hasalready been in the ages
before us.” (Ecclesiastes
1:9-10). Thus. S J Samartha
in his exposition of the
teachings of Ecclcsiastcs
wrote, “Repetitive actions
help us grow. They provide
continuity, stability and op-
portunities to grow whether
in our personal lives or in
our institutional existence.
Tradition docs have an
important place in human
life bceause it provides us
with the ground work, the
foundation, without which
life would lose a sense of
direction and orderliness.”

But the past years for us
in Meghalaya have been the
dry and dead valley. Criti-
cal thinking is dead and no
new ideas have emerged
in politics, economics and
religion for that matter.
In fact, innovative ideas
and progressive ideology
arc being suppressed vio-
lently even before they are
fomied. A community can-
not prolong its existence
without ideas and innova-
tions. What wc have now
isjust a copy-cat orcut and
paste version, whereas orig-
inality no longer matters
and creativity is considered
demonic. Our schools, col-
leges and universities are
not engaging anymore and
time may come that they
will no longer be a place of
learning and experiment-
ing with new ideas. They
will rather become temples
for indoctrination and our
children will be forccd
fed with a single story
Though such a time is not
too distant when even lo-
cal histories are no longer
read and told ifthey are not
popular nor accepted by the
majority. Majoritarianism

because of the charity and
financial doles we reccive
from the centre. Demanding
further bifurcation of such
uneconomical unproduc-
tive political units would
therefore make no sense to
New Delhi. Repeated acts
ofviolence and mayhem are
simply strengthening the
views o f those who sec these
small ethnic political unitsas
unproductive* and in need of
better management.

As mentioned above our
own political leaders have
not been able to convince
the Centre otherwise. If this
continues New Delhi might
lose its patience and come
up with steps inimical to our
own interests. Recent ac-
tions on Jammu & Kashmir
is an obvious and glaring
example. So be careful with
your unproductive political
demands lest wc lose what
we even have: lest Shillong
becomes a Union Territory:
lest we regret when it is too
late lobe repentant. For those
who might not know, there
already exist an underground
demand to turn Shillong into
a Union Territory. Be careful
lest we aid them by our own
foolishness. So on this score
I would like to congratulate
Kong Amparecn Lyngndoh
for her foresight and timely
political analysis of what
might result from emotional

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

(both National and Local)
is knocking at our doors
and it will lord over our
psyche and further lead to
exploitation of the masses
and the weak The politics
of majoritarianism thrives
in the Socicly or State or
Nation where people arc
suffering from economic
hardships. On the contrary
history had proven that
majoritarian politics had
never been able to alleviate
the pains and bring solu-
tions. rather itcreates more
discord and disillusionment
in the long run

Today fear is enslav-
ing the Community. We
the people arc fearful of
men and women who are
corrupt anc who abuse
power. The threat to our
lives and being comes from
ihe powerful nexus between
political-busincss classes
and criminal elements who
arc usurping power like
none before. Fear is de-
stroying our potential and
reduces life to nothingness.
Iftherc is any resolution to
be taken this new year it is
to overcome this fear and
pul a challenge against the
menace of corruption and
criminality in governance
and politics.

Can the Slate of Megha-
layabccome productive this
new year and in the near

in Shillong a family of four
needs to cam Rs 20.000.00
to barely survive.

The health indicators
also show Meghalaya as
the worst performing State
According to the Govern-
ment’s own report, "Stunt-
ingamong children is44%.
anemia among pregnant
women is 53.30%, both in-
fant mortality and maternal
mortality ratesare alarming
where infant deaths for
every 1000 live births is
34 and Maternal deaths per
100.000 live births is 197."
(Social Welfare Depart-
ment: Women and Child
Development 2021). Health
carc lias failed abysmally
and besides other diseases,
we the people arc facing
a huge challenge against
canceras Meghalaya is the
highest in cancer preva-
lence and East Khasi Hills
District recorded the second
highest canccr incidence
rate. Cancer causes noijust
untimely deaths, but also
cost peoples’ earnings and
livelihoods so dearly. Al-
though cancer is treatable,
but access to quality treat-
ment is nil for the people in

groups arc already on their
toes to agitate for the fulfill-
ment of their longstanding
demands. Wc are gazing
at the rough and turbulent
road ahead. Therefore, it
is vital for the people and
communities to engage
and deliberate and not to
allow hate and targeted
violence todistract us from
the real issues, like poverty,
unemployment, crimcs
corruption, degeneration of
environmentand tribal land
alienation etc.

In the social sphere, wc
arc now divided by the
high concrete walls (both
symbolically and practi-
cally) and gone arc the
days when a neighborhood
is an extended and inclu-
sive family. Ten years ago.
Kong Silverinc Swer in
her piece "Memories from
the Utnkhrah" lamented
over the degeneration of
an egalitarian society like
ours and she cried out that
those high walls have suc-
cessfully managed to create
strangers out of next-door
neighbors. Alas! the high
concrete wallsalso symbol-
ize the divide between the
haves and have-nots, the
ruled and rulers. Those are
the walls that

(s1X)

Leaving behind

a lasting legacies
By Dr Nsungbemo lining

The y«ar 2022 ended
with the world bidding
tearful adieu to three very
inspiring personalities that
arc ever known to man-
kind of litis generation:
Hccraben Modi, the ador-
ing mother of Narcndra
Modi, prime minister of
India and one of the most
powerful leaders in the
world today. Pclc. a larger-
than-life ieon in the world
of football and Pope Bene-
dict XVI. i German Priest
who had once enjoyed the
supportand loyalty o fmore
than one-seventh of the
world’s population and the
first Pope of the Catholic
Church to resign in more
than 500 years.

The three, who all
passed away on December
30-31,2022, do not possess
any legitimate or officially
defined political power
or authority during their
lifetime. Y:t their influence
and the role titey played had
impacted lives all around
the work, transcending
human barriers. Human-
ity representing different
nationalities, religions,

the State, those
who can afford treatment
outside and regular Govern-
ment employees whom the
State reimburses fully for
their treatment, whereas the

“Whot we have now isjust a copy-cat
or cut and paste version, whereas
originality no longer matters and creativity
is considered demonic. Our schools,
colleges and universities are not engaging
anymore and time may come that they will
no longer he aplace oflearning and
experimenting with new ideas. ™

future? By looking at the
various performance indi-
ces of the pas. year (s) itcan
be said in definitive terms
lul die [>io>cnl jiii! (he
future are cx remcly tense.
Let us recap the figures and
research findings which
are telling die lamentable
conditions of our Stale.
In (he economic sphere,
Meghalaya recordeda mea-
ger 2% growth rate and is
tire slowest in the country
The minimum wage paid
to workers in the State is
pretty low at Rs 381.00
as compared with Sikkim
which pays workers at Rs
500.00 per day. Further
in the Net State Domestic
Product (NSPD) Megha-
laya is ranked at the 30th
position with the per capita
incomeofRs82.182.00and
is amongst tic five States
with lowest per capita in-
come in the Country. As
per the research findings.

demands that have no sub-
stance.
Yoursetc.,
Toki Blah.
Via email

Democracy
and secularism

Editor
Democracy and secular-
ism arc two of the greatest
achiev emcntsof Independent
India. Secularism suits the
genius of a multi-religious,
multi-ethnic and multi-lin-
gual country like ours. Secu-
lar democracy works best in
an environmento f pluralism,
respect and tolerance toward
others, where there is the
freedom to practice one’s
beliefs. Democracy is now
threatened by religious ma-
joritarianism. claiming that
the basic definition o fnation-
alism derives from religious
communities Recently, the
letter, purportedly from the
Assam State police’s Special
Branch, sought information
front all SP$ on Christian
activities, validating an at-
tempt to curtail the freedom
of religion as guaranteed by
the Constitution of India.

In the contexl of the In-
digenous corrmunitics, most
indigenous societies have
w ntheir tr.nlilinn.il nrrkrs
disrupted through contact

rest are suffering for want
ofquality clinical treatment
anti support.

sadly, those in power
aic altvap in denial iiHidc
that education in the State
is rotting and will collapse
sooner than wc thought.
In the recent past different
groups of teachers were on
the streets to protest against
the ill treatment meted out
to them, like the non-dis-
bursement of salary, regu-
larization of their employ-
mentctal. Has the Govern-
mentarrived at live final and
conclusive solution to these
problems which seemed to
be perennial in nature in
Meghalaya? What if the
Government had only done
patch work just to appease
the agitating teachers? So.
in 2023 again the streets
will be replenished with
agitations and protests! Wc
should also not forget that
sundry NGOs and pressure

with the more powerful so-
cieties. The impact of colo-
nialism saw the erosion of
traditional indigenous social
structures. Henec, therc is a
need for indigenous spiritu-
ality to be recognised as a
religion and belief, so that
freedom of religion and be-
lief for the indigenous Khasi-
Jaintia can be effectively
promoted and protected. It
is the government's obliga-
tion to protect the minority
indigenous groups.
Yours etc.,
Dr. Omariin Kyndiah,
Via email

Kiang
Nangbah’s
unseemly attire

Editor,

Come December 30 and
various NGOs as well as
the government heaps rich
tributes on the sacrifice and
heroism of our own Woh
Kiang Nangbah, a freedom
fighter and martyr of Jaintia
Hills who fought against
the atrocities of the English
people.

But what is painful about
watching the commemora-
tion of u Woh Kiang Nang-
bah in front of the Civil
Hospital Gate, is his attire
in the statue. | had drawn at-

deny access to basic needs
like food, shelter, clothing
and water to majority o fthe
population.

This is the election year
and theelection to the State
Legislative Assembly isjust
two months away. O f late
the entire State and Capital
City was buzzing with fes-
tivals: many of them being
election induccd festivals
where money and prizes arc
in abundance. I have noth-
ing against festivities, but
election induccd festivities
arc problematic as they arc
organized for the specific
purpose of grabbing votes
and are meaningless sincc
they arc held only months
or weeks before elections
and oncc in five years. It is
a huge wastage of public
money with zero produc-
tivity.

1 his new year wc are’

all praying for peace, but
peacc is a relative term and
there can be neither pcacc
nor hope without Truth and
Justicc. The State needs
peace and development,
but buying peoples’ votes
with money or intimidation
with physical violence or
ostracization if they don’t
vote for a particular party
or individual (s) will never
bring growth and progress.
Rather this could push the
State to complete break-
down

Wish all a blessed New
Year

(Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh is
an Independent Candidate
from KAM Meghalaya. |17
North Shillong Constitu-
ency)

tention to this matter in July,
lastyear urging that whoever
built the statue should cor-
rect the glaring mistake of
having made Woh Kiang
Nagbah wear some kind of
a skirt or a sarong. This is
absolutely wrong. Accord-
ing to our Pnar tradition, no
male member should weara
skirt or sarong as this attire is
exclusively meant for wom-
enfolk. I had even mentioned
in my letter that whoever
built the statue could take a
look at the attire o f Woh Ki-
ang Nangbah at Syntu Ksiar,
Jowai in order to geta true to
life image of our hero.

The statue of Woh Kiang
Nangbabh in frontofthe Civil
Hospital Gate. Shillong is
an eyesore and it is painful
to behold this glaring error.
Hence my only request and
appeal fo the conccrncd
party once again is to cor-
rect this error as soon as
possible. This will give Woh
Kiang Nangbah a true and
honest recognition that he
deserves.

Yours etc.,
Helen Dkhar.
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

g , political ide-
ologies and cultures rallied
around the personalities of
Hccraben Modi. Pele and
Pope Benedict XV1 to draw
inspiration, hope and joy.
and adored them. One way
or the oth:r, the inspiring
life the three had lived had
unified humanity, amidst
conflicts aid divisions that
confront lhe world, and
make the world still a live-
able planet for mankind.

The moving scene o fan
emotional Narcndra Modi
leaving the- national capital
to his hometown to see for
the last time the lifeless
body of his mother and
then carrying his mom’s
dead body to the funeral
pyre had touched the hearts
of the world. At that given
moment when Lifi* rami*
calling, ttic meaning of
being a vey powerful man
and live status of Narcndra
Modi as a prime minister
ceased: instead, he became
justagrieving son who was
returning ionic to see his
deceased mother.

Hccraben Modi repre-
sents the struggle of Indian
women from the poorest
section of society. The sto-
ry of Hceraben Modi and
many Indian women of her
class is a sxjry ofa lifelong
struggle, in the midst of
poverty aid hardship, to
find ways and means to
raise and support a fam-
ily and pravide basic and
decent education to their
children. From hardship
to raising a son who went
on to become the prime
minister oftlie second-most
populous country in the
world, her life will inspire
many woaicn around the
world who are facing simi-
lar problems and challenges
like her. and would give
them strength and courage
to face those life’s chal-
lenges. Albeit her passing,
the inspiring personality of
Hccraben Modi will forever
be etched n the hearts and
minds o f humanity.

And if the story of
lleeraben Modi is a story
of inspiration, the story of
Pclc is a story of bringing
cheers and excitement to
millions of football fans
across the globe through
the beautiful game that he
had once played and fans
around Ihe world fondly
remembered. More than
four decades have passed
sincc he stopped playing
football, until his demise,
yet the meaning that he
gave to the game continues
to dominate the world foot-
ball’sdiscourse. Today, one
cannot tale about football
without talking about or
remembering Pele. 1le was
the one who had added a
new dimcrsion to the game
of football thata football
is not just a game but a
beautiful game: meaning
football is not just about

twodiffcrent teams playing
for a win, it’s more about
bringing joy and cheers to
mankind. Engaging with
football means setting aside
real life’s hardshipsanddif-
ficulties for the time being,
and taking a moment to sec
the brighter and lighter side
of life!

Pelc’s career in football
came at the time when the
world was at the peak of
the Cold War. Dccadesafter
the disastrous two world
wars, the world was still a
troubled place. Uncertainty
and tension continued to
plague humanity with the
world divided between the
eastern communist bloc
and the western democratic
bloc. It was during this
troubled time that the beau-
tiful game of football, led
by Pclc and his generation
offootball’s heroesand leg-
ends. provided the platform
for people tom apart by dif-
ferent political ideologies to
come together and celebrate
humanity through the game
of football. Football indeed
had played its part well in
giving a ray of hope for hu-
manity at the lime when the
dark clouds of uncertainty
covered the world during
the era of the Cold War.

IfPclc’s beautiful game
gave hope to humanity at
the height of the Cold War.
it was the institution of the
Pope that became one of
the instrumental forces in
bringing the end o fthe Cold
War. Remember, the defeat
ofCommunism and the fall
of the iron curtain in East-
ern Europe was a triumph
of humanity. It was the
solidarity movement that
was launched in Poland in
tite 1980s and supported by
Pope John Paul I, a Polish
Pope and a predecessor of
Pope Benedict X V1. which
had liberated Eastern Eu-
rope from the clutches of
communism. The election
of a Polish Pope in 1978
by the Church of Rome
encouraged the Polish citi-
zens to raise their voices
against Communism in the
country. Within years after
the election, a revolution
broke out in Poland which
led to the overthrowing of
the communist regime in
the country and replaced
by a pro-western demo-
cratic government. This
ripple effect of the defeat
of communism in Poland
spread all over Eastern
Europe in the subsequent
years and eventually led
to the disintegration of the
mighty USSR in 1991 into
15 independent states.

Pope Benedict XVI,
who succceded Pope John
Paul 1. had led the Catho-
lic faithfuls comprising of
more than one billion and
represented the Christian
community at large in pre-
serving and elefending the
conservative values of the
Christian faith and tradi-
tions until his unexpected
resignation in February
2013. Pope Benedict will
be best remembered for
his unapologetic dcfence
of the Biblical position of
marriage as a union be-
tween one man and one
woman, Complcmentari-
anism as the sole criterion
for Church ministry and
religious freedom. Pope
Benedict's unapologetic
dcfenccof those Conserva-
tive Christian values, for
which the Christian com-
munity should be forever
grateful, came amidst the
onslaught from the liberal
forccs against those val-
ues which not only affccts
Christianity but threatens to
devalue humanity.

Tltecommon thread that
brought Hccraben Modi.
Pele and Pope Benedict
XVI together was that the
life tltey lived represented
the best of humanity. And
taking inspiration from
them, drawing the best
out of their life and living
in accord with it will help
humanity towards creating
a better world.
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“The highestform o fignorance is when
you reject something you don't know
unything about. ”

—Wayne Dyer
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Delayed discourse
FLOGGING a dead horse serves no purpose.
It's a waste of one’s precious time and effort.
This was so with the set of 58 petitions that
challenged the November 8, 2016 decision to
ban high-value currency notes. The deed was
done and the nation passed through a period of
misery. The dust having settled down, a serious
question could arise why ajudicial post mortem
now. six years after the epic late-night decision
announced cut of the blue by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. A constitution bench ofthe apex
court lias finally ruled, hopefully once and for
all. that the decision of the Union Government
was valid. Ina dissenting note, one judge took
the stand that the decision was “vitiated and
unlawful” though she admitted that it could not
be rescinded now. The apex court, on its part,
was duty-bound to go through the decision and
pass a verdici. Yet, a question could arise why it
took so many years for it toarrive ata conclusion
and ring the curtains down.

The stand that the government took in support
of the note ban at that time itself was that this
was a strong step against the problem of coun-
terfeit currency flow from Pakistan, loads of
them, as also to curb the menace o fblack money,
terror financing and tax evasion. The note ban
was done without sufficient preparations and the
governmentjustified it by saying sccrcey was of
utmost importance. A huge sum of Rs 10 lakh
crore was believed to have been wiped out ofthe
nation’s financial system. It took months to re-
plenish the currency stocks in banks for normal
transactions. A grim result was that the national
economy went into a tailspin. The situation was
worsened by the difference in sizes of the new
notes and tliebanned ones. ATM machines could
notreconcilewith the size difference. Worse, the
government resorted to a strange step - printing
and releasing huge sums of newly introduced,
highest value Rs 2000 notes. These helped more
in the reverse manner- that itbecame easier for
people to hoard money. That situation continues
even today and expectations that the government
would eventually ban this currency were belied.
It’s small comfort, though, that its printing has
been stopped. It would have been better if the
Supreme Court had gone into such aspects
while considering the batch of petitions and is-
sued necessary advisory to the government. It’s
natural that governments too err - but the apex
court rightly said that it was in no position to
“supplant the wisdom of the executive with its

own wisdom.”

i

Why the attack

on Christians?
Editor,

I'am writing lo express
my concem and anguish at
the reccnt violence against
Christians in India. Thank
you for covering these sad
topics in your esteemed
newspaper. It i> incumbent
upon every praciising Hindu
to protest such violence.
Hindu miscreants who en-
gage in this typ; of vandal-
ism betray and harm their
own religion fa* more than
the religions they attack. A
nation in which ihc majority
bully the minorily is lawless
and dysfunctional
I have long wondered
what converted the mild
Hindu to militancy. In the
aftermath of independence,
one could argue that despite
being a majority. Hindus
were bullied by some mi-
nority religious groups. But
surely the reaction in the last
seventy-five yeas has been
excessive and brutal? This
kind of violcncccomes from
Hindu identity issues « not
from the praciicc of this
syncretic, broad-minded,
and generous re igion.
Yours etc.
Deep; Majumdar.
Via email

Joining politics in
orderto corrupt

Editor.
Corruption has become a

nemesis in our State and it’s
largely because coal business
has exceeded the bounds of
physical corruption and has
touched the ethical realm
Thatiswhat I’ll try togetat in
this letter. Is there something
ugly, dubious and outrightly
unethical going on in the coal
business in Meghalaya? |
would have to give a 'Yes’ to
the first pan of this question
for the simple reason that
enormous trucks carrying
these enormous loads arc as
incongruous in our landscape
asa polarbear in Africa - the
roads and everything else
about these hills being petite
and graceful. And the young,
small built drivers of these
monstrous looking trucksadd
to the incongrui

To the second part viz "is
there something dubious go-
ingonin the transportation of
coal?" I'have no otheranswer
than a 'Y s’ again. Dubious
because if we take into con-
sideration that the coal being
transported is supposedly old
stock auctioned material,
how come it is a never- end-
ing stream of trucks plying
nightafter night for hundreds
ofdays. Surely the auctioned
stock would have depleted
long before now. Isanyone «
Policc Deptt. Mineralsfacptt.
Forest Dcptt etc.. entering
the details of the coal pass-
ing through their respective
stations? Obviously not. be-
cause if they did the records
would damn the men in high
places to such an extent that
whatever gratification that
maybe coming their way

Ritualism Vs Science: Are we

heading towards a fourth wave? Covid-19 as we
welcome 2023

By TJacob John and Jagdisli Ruttununi

After the biggest and most
aggressive Covid-19 wave
in China, there have been
rumours of a fourth wave
in India. National and state
officials have had high-level
discussions, practise drills,
and issued some advisories
based on speculations. Natu-
rally. this lias led to some ap-
prehension and uneasiness
among the general public
forcing us to ask, "Is there
a possibility that a fresh na-
tional Covid wave would hit
India?" The XBB and BF.7
variants have been around
fora while, and they haven't
caused an upsurge in India
and in the absence of a vari-
ety that is even more highly
contagious another wave is
highly unlikely.

A five-step plan of test-

By Dr Saaliil Nongrum

close quarters. Over the past
three years, the majority of
people who naturally contract-
ed various coronavirus strains
have recovered. With the "test,
track, isolate” approach, a very
small nunibci of infections
were found. Instead it was
incredibly expensive, labour-
intensive. andtine-consuming,
upsetting a lot of individuals
who had no symptoms.

The "test, trace, isolate”
routine is useless for deter-
mining transmission. It will
only lead to official tyranny,
stigma, and the exploitation of
the common pjople. Panic at
the population level might have
negative health effects. This is
akin to searching for a needle
in a haystack. Random airport
i of international

track-trcat-vaccinatc and
Covid-appropriatc behaviour
was used by India to restrict
the spread o fthe coronavirus,
according to a letter that the
Health Ministry of India sent
1o all the slates and Union
Territories on December 20.
2022. The letter draws public
attention to the operational

uidclincs for the updated

‘vid-19surveillance strategy,
which were released in June.
2022 and calls for prompt
identification, isolation, testing,
and management of suspected
and oanfumecd cases in order
to identify and confirm out-
breaks of new SARS-CoV-2
variants

passengerswil inconvenience
the passengersand leave them
open to abuse.

It is exceedingly irrespon-
sible for authorities to provide
directions thatare unnecessary.
The Indian experience during
the second wave was mostly
panic that caiscd a medical
rush resulting in countless
fatalities. As *e saw during
the second wave in our nation,
these arc swiftly picked up by
(lie 24-hour media to intensify
the level of terror among the
populace.

Low fatality rates reported
ftom i i

centric hunians like il. nature
provides equal opportunity for
survival toall living things. All
tluiving living things adapt to
theirenvironmentaccording to
Darwin’s Law in order to sur-
vive. These adaptations occur
via mutations, brought on by
unintentional replication faults
and probably under selection
pressure from widespread
pandemic vaccinations.

Such flaws, according to the
rules o f successful parasitism,
arc advantageous to the virus
and to people. Errors that make
titc virus more likely tosurvive
spread, while othersarc elimi-
nated in the natural selection
process. A deadly vims does
nottravel far, itdiesalong with
itsunfortunate host, resulting in
a terminal infection.

Even a variety with severe
symptoms won't spread be-
cause such patients will isolate
themselves and avoid social
interactions. They will eventu-
ally lose the virus because there
is no diatkC for transmission.
The less virulentstrains diat do
notkill the hostand cause only
very minor to nosymptonis arc
the ones that will endure and
spread far.

People who have these
strains ofdie viruswill mix and
spread the virus' benign off-
spring widely. High lethality is
inversely correlated with high

. Contrarily.

The letteralso
that the states and UTs ramp
up their genome sequencing
efforts through designated
laboratories to enable the
prompt identification of novel
variations that will aid in the
implementation of necessary
public health measures. The
administration hasalso decided
to reinstate random testing at
the nation'sairports for visitors
from outside.

All of this reads well, feels
important and has awarded it-

to have b publi-
cised age publi iety

benign variations will cause far

level.

It is useless to pursue a
rapidly evolving virus widi a
low lethality. Without paying
attention to the fundamen-
tals, science has a propensity
to become ritualistic. While
religious rituals arc generally
good and offer comfort to die
spirit, ritualism in science is not
always good because interven-
tion entails introducing active
components with sporadic
short-term side-eftccts and am-
biguous long-term damages,

Additionally, without any
proof of their effectiveness,
senseless restrictions like lock-
downs and social isolation
create great suffering and eco-
nomic hardship for the poor.
What can we nowdo? Firstand
foremost, we should take care
of our liealth. A pandemic can
be catastrophic in any country.
Care for our liealth and mak-
ing sure to pay attention to our
nutrition, regular exercise, and
eatingenough to provideenergy
for tlic day are imperative, All
types of virubx'6 can bo elimi-
nated by keeping our bodies
and environment clean. While
travelling we still need to carry
hand sanitizcrs and wash our
hands thoroughly, following the
WHO's recommendations. The
kitchen and bathroom should
be clean, and disinfectants
should be used in various parts
of the house. The virus spreads
through the mouth and nose and
eventually even secretes from
there because this is a respira-
tory illness. We must shield

and terror. Such encouraging
messages would also help to
rebuild people’s trust in public
health organisations,which are
currently at an all-time low,
globally. Such ponic-rduction
measures would undoubtedly
be a big setback for those who
make money utilising the "fear
isthe key," marketing ploy. Ge-
nomic surveillances for novel
variationsarcanexpensive but
fruitless endeavour too.
c

more
level immunity dirough minor
natural illnesses with very- little
mortality

Sterile madicmatical mod-
els incorrectly anticipated die
end of the world at the begin-
ning o fthe epidemic. resulting
in harsh measures, accompa-
nying collateral damage, and
economic setbacks. Genomic
sequencing and surveillance
shouldn't cause us to panic and
launch comparable illogical

sclfalotof moans,
but here’s where sonic of us
have an issue.

Question one - are these
automatic responses supported
by facts? We've been dealing
with the pandemic for the past
three years. If we choose to
heed them, we have sufficient
evidence to guide our actions.
What do we have in its place,
though? We receive bureau-
cratic letters that reiterate the
flawed policies that brought
much suffering and collateral
damage.

Ritualism lias taken a ped-
estal of importance, leaving
sciencc to fester in the comer
of the room. We may excuse
the mistakes made in die early
stages of the pandemic when
there wasn’t enough informa-
tion. In contrast, if the same
errors continue to be made
after sufficient information is
accumulated and the virus is
no longer a novel threat, they
would represent acts of com-
mission ratltcr than omission

In our nation, we have a
huge population that live in

would be too painful a price
to pay especially the con-
tempt they would face from
their fellow men whom they
respect most.

If sonic uncanny manipu-
lation is going on we do not
know but we do suspect that
it is, therefore something
dubious is dragging the stock
on and on. To the different
Departments that arc con-
nected with the maintenance
ofrecords and supervision of
the coal transported from the
State, and the workmen who
serve as the monitors and
data entry recorders of the
consignments in transit from
one gate to another, presum-
ing that it docs not appear
to them altogether to be a
shameful thing to be utilized
as they arc like the screws of
a machine and the stopgaps
as itwere ofthe human spirit
ofmorality, one can say noth-
ing better than in poverty of
spirit there is cheerfulness in
collusion. And therefore, on
the question of dubious it is
an unequivocal ‘Yes'...but
away with all this specula-
tion. I’ll get down to how
it's happening in the answer
to the last question

The last question is still
left unanswered, namely if
something outrightly unethi-
cal is going on? What people
say is much less important
that what they are doing
and so rcgardfess of what
is being said that this coal
belongs to the auctioned old
stock everyone knows it is
something else altogether.
something unethical because

frequently

undcigo mutations. Four cir-
culating corcnavmises. which
arc less severe than the initial
SARS-CoV-2.arc responsible
for the common cold. A person
is not invulnerable to colds
indefinitely after contracting
one from one of these viruses.
The person may come into
contact with otticrcoronavirus
strains or their immunity may
wearoff. Furthermore, because
the viruses thatcause coldsarc
continually evolving, itis hard
to develop avaccine that is ef-
fectiveagaiast everystrainthat
is currently in circulation. Even
ifone were to exist, the immu-
nity it would conferwould not
be permanent.

There s noreason to believe
that SARS-CoV-2 operatesdif-
ferently from other coronavi-
ruses. o it is most likely tliat
we won't be able to create an
efficient and kng-lasting vac-
cine. even if many are created
and used in record time as was
done in unholy haste during titc
present pandenic

Whether o» not anthropo*

unethical impulses arc about
the only justification a sane
individual can offer for this
prolonged transportation of
"old stock.” It is disgusting
to admit that merely for the
sake of extra income the
bureaucracy ax* prepared for
personal enslavement to the
legislators as ai essential part
ot their existence, and it is
even more disgusting to think
that by this corrupt means of
increasing their wealth they
have to carry ihc disgrace of
being branded as corrupt ones
the type that can be changed
and manipulated into a "Yes
Sir- No Sir’ grade that es-
sentially is way below the
Grade IV employeesand most
certainly the worst is that they
declare tliat tlicrccan be a pricc
at which a man can be bought
and that there isnothing higher
and purer than money.

Allarc accomplices, and by
all. 1 mean the State Officers,
the Central offerers and those
of the Government o f Assam
as well for the simple reason
that the pemiksiblc quantity
of old auctioned coal is well
known to all of them yet they
blindlyallow the movementof
one consignment aftcranothcr
through their gates regardless
of whether lie permissible
stock has exceeded. knowing
fully well thai if an audit of
theirrecords wasdone it would
expose the whole damn rot
from start to finish.

It is unctliKal because in
the present madness o fa sys-
tem which his chccks and
balances at many levels no
one - not a single one - whose

as the
pandemic is coming 1o a stop.

While policy should be
based on real-world circum-
stances. suchas how frequently
critical cases end up in hospi-
tals and intensive care units,
genomic studies should remain
academic exercises, binding a
mutant through geneticsurveil-
lance and causing panic that
leads to restrictive measures
is unwarranted. Chances are
thata new variety lias already
imperceptibly spread dirough-
out the population before it was
discovered.

Contrary to luunans. who
carry out ecological balance
clumsily and with a great deal
of propaganda and fanfare,
mostofwhich turnouttobe in-
effective in theend. nature does
it quietly and effectively. The
sensible courseofactionwould
be to improve our nation's
public health infrastructure,
which was made vulnerable
during the second wave of die
epidemic, and work toward
achieving overall physical and
mental liealth at tltc indiv idual

duty it is to present facts and
Figures to the people is do-
ing anything about it and our
Slate is being systematically
plundered by two or threewho
hold the reins and history will
bear me out when 1say that
in a plot to plunder and loot
there always arc two actors...
Frank and Jesse James. Bonnie
and Clyde. Black Beard and
Charles Vane, and the list goes
on Ilicre arc two pulling tlic
strings in this case as well and
they can only be from among
the politiciansand tlic bureau-
cracy? Where is the internal
moial lesson that was grilled
into them in their childhood
at home and at school and in
their religious places? IX) they
no longer know what it is like
to breathe freely; to know what
it feels like when one has total
command of self, lo be free
from a guilty conscience diat
disgusts the soul when you
read the newspaper and look
enviously at your rich neigh-
bour knowing that he and you
arcone ofa kind made rich by
tlx; rapid rise o fcorruption anil
doing away with honesty in die
pursuit o f wealth?

Everyone involved in this
madness of exploiting the
States’ resources for personal
gains should on tlic contrary
say to himself, "it would be
better if 1was in my fathcis’
house serving among the up-
right - anything rather than
continuing in this state of
disgraceful slavery, this inner
bitterness and malice towards
self.” Illiswould be die proper
spirit dun the wuikfuicc in
Meghalaya, which is largely

our faces, esp while
sneezing. Usinga mask in busy
arcasaiid avoiding contact with
anyone who has an illness is
good practice. A mask is still
a must while travelling. |fwe
have a respiratory infection
we should stay home. If we
need to go out we should be
masked. Ifwe arc vulnerable,
we ought to stay masked in
unfamiliar company or if
someone around us is obvi-
ously ill. If there is a lot of
infcctions'cases in the com-
munity. staying masked in
crowds is excellent practice

We need to maintain a ro-
bust immune system. People
with weak immune systems
should pay close attention to
their needs. Ifone is diabetic
or hypertensive one should
maintain the blood sugar
under control. Heart disease
patients are prone to a wide
range of illnesses, including
the influenza virus.

Even though the pandem-
ic is undoubtedly abating,
people must maintain their
health for a better future.
There is no hami in exercis-
ing caution even after Covid
has disappeared since another
illness could emerge. Hence
maintaining both physical
and mental health is of vital
importance.

(The writer is CMO, De-
partment o f Accidents and
Emergency, Mahatma Gan-
dhi Institute o f Medical Sci-
ences and Katfurba Hospital,
Sevagram)

dominated by Christian ethics,
ought to make clear to them-
selves and to their neighbours,
Our position from 1970 to
the mid 90s was that we arc
a category of workers above
board and that our stancc on
knowingly submitting to the
temptations of extra money
is an impossibility not merely
because we are required to
maintain the cthics handed
down to us but because if we
do not. the entire society of
the Khasis the Jaintias and
the Garos and posterity will
migrate into this lawlessness
tliat threatens to make us into a
nation of slaves of corruption.
Surely they are aware tliat if
an enquiry is conducted the
misuse of the Challan System
will come (Hit into the open
May our State be freed from
those leaders who arc leading
the entire race astray, and may
we awaken to the fact that the
opportunity is not far - barely
wo months hence when we
can undertake to restore fair-
ness. rationality, and virtue of
the kind that we were always
known for and the kind that

(SI1X)

Watching

Weare into the New Year
but the pandemic, it appears,
will follow us into 2023. If
the world tiought thiswould
be the firs Covid-frcc year
sincc 2013. when Covid-19
became an everyday word,
then the curcnt suffering in
China sends us a reminder
that it may not be so easy.

This is where it all began
in China ir late 2019 but the
true picture of the epidemic
was never fully shared with
the restofihc world. It was
reported that Italy had the
SARS-CoV-2 infection (then
callcdjust novel coronavirus)
during the last quarter of
2019. but t was discovered
only after the RT-PCR test
became available in January-
February jf 2020, Details
about theeriginsofthe virus
and time scquence are still
unknown. The geo political
challenge was that many
doors were closed to inves-
tigators looking for clues in
China.

Once attain, China was
playing hide and seek with
information during the win-
ter month? of 2022. Worl-
dometer (u>ing government-
released data) showed a wave
during Noveniber-December
that peaked in the second
week of December with
just over 4,000 daily eases
steadily declining to less than
3000 by Christmas, slowly
climbing tca little over 3.000
as of 26 [>ccember. Other
sources, particularly foreign
news agencies, reported an
cpidemic raging in the whole
country with Beijing and
Guangdorg the worst af-
fected. Hie New York Times
reported on Christmas Day:
“a picture isemerging of the
virus spreading like wildfire."
The current spread is mostly
Omicron BF-7 variant, which
has been fcundearlier in iso-
lated pockets in India.

Unfortuiatdy. WHO has
once agaia been unable to
lead the world about this
outbreak, mirroring the de-
lay seen in January 2020
when there was an obv ious
pandemic with the virus
detected ia many countries
in three continents plus Aus-
tralia. WHO announced the
pandemic only in the second
week of March 2020. A new
WHO investigation accepts
this - a panel headed by
Helen Clark (fomier prime
ministerofNcw Zcalaitd)and
Ellen Johnson Sirlcaf(fomier
president of Liberia) asked
why WHO waited until Jan
30 todccla-e an international
health emergency (which
is still shert of calling it a
pandemic) a surprising and
costly delay that came due
toapparentChinese effortsto
stop the announcement.

India's preparedness and
response were also weak
and poor. Many deaths have
gone unrcportcd. So. it is
understandable that India is
now worried, as shown by
high level meetings chaired
by the Priivc Ministerand the
Health Miiistcr. and some
dear steps taken toprevail or
at Icasi retard, another virus
entry from China.

During 2020-21-22. the
world has moved on. scien-
tists and epidemiologists.
India included are past the
learning curve and quite

The Omicron variant de-
fied predictions - it spewed
out many sub-variants; all of
them defied immunity from
previous infections or from
two or even three doses of
available COVID-19 vac-
cines. Reinfections were
common, in some once, in
others more than once. We
have already seen the BF-7
sub-variant. So, what should
India be afraid of?

True, the SARS-CoV-2
has not followed the rules
made by virologists, and
caution is the watchword
Panic is certainly not called
for. Full facts will take time
to be known. But we know
that there was a ruthless
lock-down in Wuhan District
in early 2000. obviously
as they had a calamitous
wave, spreading fast and
putting Immense pressure
on health-care, and causing
very high mortality. While
preparing for the lock-down,
they let foreigners leave, and
medical students returning
to Kerala, even in January
2020. had famously carried
thevims. The strictand nith-
Icss lockdown was imitated
by India in March as soon as
WHO declared a pandemic,
but even before the virus had
begun spreading

China had consistently
been ruthless when it came
to slowing the spread of the
virus, yet kept up the im-
age that all was well in the
country. The Chinese even
went through the winter
Olympics 2021 Then they
had the ‘Zcro-Covid’policy
in vogue up until the end of
November 2022.

All'in all, many Chinese
were protected from the
infection and disease during
2020 and through the last
quarter 0f2022. But nothing
can stop the transmission of
BF-7. as the Chinese have
learned. Their indigenous
vaccines turned out to have
low efficacy. Their killed-
virus vaccine is with alumi-
num saltas the adjutant, but
tlic Indianadjuvant forkilled
virus vaccine is a novel one
called alhydroxyquim - a
combination of aluminum
to strengthen antibody re-
sponse and a special, innova-
tive. molecule to markedly
enhance ccll-mcdiated im-
munity. What high immu-
nity docs is to protcct from
severe disease in spite of
reinfection.

On account of earlier in-
fection prevention interven-
tions under the Zcro-Covid
policy, a large proportion
of Chinese were immunity-
naive. Now, millions of
Chinese are getting their
First infection with BF-7
and that would explain the
cuiTent scenario in China
with severe disease. Omi-
cron disease is not a killer
in the imniunc-population
- except in the elderly, the
immunosuppresscd due to
malignancies, organ trans-
plants. immunosuppressive
therapies, and particularly
in the non-immunc

Atpresent it is reasonable
to predict that India is not
anywhere near as vulner-
able as the Chinese. Wc
had our share of mortality
during 2020-2021, the scale
of which is disputed. The
i fact is that we

well-int d. India has
no cause to panic. All wc
need to do today is to keep
watching the daily numbers
of diagnosed infections, the
pressure on our health-care
system in various States,
and make slow but deliberate
conclusions. So far there is
nosignal ofany new wave in
India. India had three major
waves of COVID-19 - in
2020 spread overten months,
causcd by the original, slow-
spreading SVuhan virus and
a small p'oportion of the
Alpha variant that emerged
in the UK: in 2021 spread
over Marci-July. about five
months, caascdby Delta vari-
in India:

these hills incorporated in her ~ant that
children in 2022 spread overjust two
Yours etc,, months. January-February,
Gregory F Shullai, due to the Omicron variant.
State Bp In terms, a
Meghalaya, Wave is an epidemic spread,
Viaemail and the valley, if sustained

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent byenail.
Only letters with the requisite
detailswill be published.

overa lonj period, is an en-
demic spread. India has been
in an endemic pattern sincc
March 2022, with a slight
increase in daily numbers in
Junc-July-August, partly due
to the HI- * variant, not quite
awave

had no ‘Zcro-Covid’ policy
but let the virus spread at
its will, we let re-infections
happen too, and wc have
much more efficacious vac-
cines. Omicron (knownsub-
variants) cannot do much
harm in India in 2023. The
advice of the experts is: Be
cautious, not anxious. Be
alert, not in panic. Keep
watching daily numbers and
events to sec the trend.

That's as good as it can
get for 2023. It is advisable
to be masked up in crowded
areas. The practicc helps
prevent other infections, and
puts in place civic discipline
asasimple and easy layerof
protection that can be made
mandatory should the situa-
tion turn out different

(Dr T Jacob John is
retired Professor o f Clini-
cal Virology. CMC Vellore,
and past President o f the
Indian Academy o f Pediat-
rics. Jagdish Ruttununiisa
journalistandfaculty mem-
beratSPJIMR) (Viewsare
personal) (Syndicate: The
Billion Press) (e-mail: edi-
tortathehillionpress.org)
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‘Rights’ over development
THE conflict between fundamental rights of
individuals and the establishment’s develop-
mental push took center-stage again as the
Supreme Court intervened and halted an evic-
tion attempt irvolving over 4000 families from
a railway lane in Uttarakhand. The apex court
on Thursday stayed an order of the high court
therc a fortnight ago. which called for the urgent
evictions in a matter ofa week. '“There cannot
be such an eviction in seven days,” the apex
court has ruled. The eviction was sought for
railway development by arguing that the area,
Haldwani. formed the railways’ gateway to Ut-
tarakhand state. The argument on the dwellers’
side was that several of these families had been
living there even before Independence, many of
them had leasehold rights, and that some o fthese
lands had been taken in formal auctions.

The apex court stressed that the government
or the railway* cannot ignore the humanitarian
considerations. The issue was compounded by
the fact that the authorities did not come up
with a rehabilitation plan by citing a specious
argument that ".here was no such “demand” from
the occupants. It is incumbent on the part of the

autho

s to think of a rehabilitation plan, on

their own, with or without a demand. A nega-
tive approach by them reeked of arrogance and
abrasiveness and this compounded the problem.
The apex court has rightly nailed the authori-
ties on this count. At the same lime, a common
cause is involved in all developmental projects
including those of the railways, the highways
authority, or in the setting up of projects like a
steel plant tha: benefit the nation.

The fundamental right o f individuals cannot
override national aspirations. Notably, the cen-
tral government is giving lucrative compensa-
tions - more than the market value of land - in
the matter of highway development in recent
limes. As a result, acquisition of land for NH
projects is more or less a smooth process now.
In the case ofthe railway land in Uttarakhand,
the authoritiesrather took the rash route by only
stressing on the right of the railways to reclaim
itsown land. Inseveral such cases, the situation
gets compounded by acts of politicians, who
help people to grab government/railway land.
Many who grab such lands could, on their own.
not have resisted immediate evictions or uproot-
ing of their temporary dwellings. Over a period,
these turn intopucca (permanent) dwelling units
or shops. The permissiveness of the political
class and theirattempt to turn such dwellers into
their vote banks as also bribe-taking by officials
in such situations cause problems for the future
as was likely the case in Uttarakhand too.

Public
transportation
alienated

Editor.

The ban on buses moving
towards Q-larl and Mntphran
from December 23.2022 for
the purpose of reducing the
chronic traffic situation in
the city, has pushed me to
introspect about the traffic
condition within the city. |
liave now come to the real-
ization that the Government
is discouraging people from
using public transportation
simply because it lacks a
management strategy for
running public transporta-
tion.

With time the lumber of
vehicles on our tiny, rocky,
adventurous road; have in-
creased and so too the hours
spent getting stuck in traffic
on these roads. Indeed, the
decision on chaiging the
bus routes was made as a
solution to reduce the traffic
congestion in these areas.
However, given die current
condition of the size of our
city roads and their mainte-
nance the traffic problem de-
fies solution. 1believe ifwc
had better public transporta-
tion and cncouragtd their use
it could perhaps case up the
horrific voluntary stationary
breake. wo take on the way
to any if not every destina-
tion on a regular basis, sincc
logically there is no easy

solution or permanent fix to
the traffic congestion issue
as of now. However, ifas a
community we contribute
to and encourage the use
and management of public
transports for our regularand
short commutes, perhaps we
could reduce the congestion
on the roads, given that at
present most families own
at least one vehicle which
in most cases is being used
on a regular basis for short
commutes. Admittedly it
does seem more convenient
to travel in our own private
vehicles but with the present
day population of private
cars on the roads, it hits con-
veniently inconvenicnccd
every person, trying to get
from one place to another, be
ita pedestrian ora 2- wheeler
owner who perhaps thought
of avoiding traffic by not
opting for travelling by a
4- wheeler.

Perhaps if wc were more
willing to choose public
transportation over our pri-
vate luxuiy. and if we had
better if not the best public
transports, getting out of the
house early and arriving at
the destination early would
no longer be a dream for the
city folks.

The views expressed here
are those ofa Class 10 stu-
dent who is concerned about
the lack of public transport
I do not mean to offend
any particular individual or
group.

Yours etc..

Election 2023: The results will be
blowing in the fierce February winds

At the outset let me wish
all readers a better year
ahead. Let’s hope Covid
docs not spoil the party, nay.
the election extravaganza
for that would be such a
shame. We need a govern-
ment that is short on prom-
ises and tall on delivery: a
more mature cabinet with
people who are intellectu-
ally competent, able to read
the budget and understand
balance sheets: the courage
to question the bureaucracy
and not take their word
as distilled truth. Do wc
the present tribe of
ians people of such
ealiber? Yes. wc do! And |
am sure that many in the bu-
reaucracy would not want
such cerebral people to win
elections. They would pre-
fer ministers who they can
softly prompt to take certain
decisions. W hether those
decision are ultimately pro
or anti-people time has
revealed that it's the latter.
Meghalaya has managed to
place itselfat the bottom of
the pit in all human devel-
opment indices. So there’s
nothing to crow about!

And it does not take
India Today’s - State o f the
State's annual ranking to
tell us how poorly we are
faring. Sadly very few top
bureaucrats travel within
Meghalaya. Their beat is
Delhiand foreign countries
as if all that matters hap-
pens in Delhi even while
the periphery in the state
they serve is in a shambles.
Now how do | know this?
It's the duty ofa journalist
to travel and talk to people
notjust before the elections
but tlirough the five years
And what one sees is utter
dismay and hopelessness.
Poverty isgrowing by leaps
and bounds even as women
give birth to more children
than they can provide and
care for. Let's noteven talk
of education. Most kids at
age 12 are helping their
parentsin the fieldsor have
turned cowherds. 1 wish the
school kids from the city
are taken on an excursionof
their own state so they can
relate to what poverty actu-
ally is. They will see peers
oftheir age already earning
a livelihood because school
is a leisure their parents
cannot afford. A ten year
old girl the other day was
seen carrying a baby sister
on her back. Herchildhood
is lost in such domestic
chores. Where’s the time
to play?

And yes. it's also a jour-
nalistic brief to feel the
pre-election pulse of the
voters three months ahead.
The tempo changes as the
election date draws near.
Soon elections will be an-
nounced and the inaugura-

llarisa A Lamin
St Marys Higher Secondary
School. Shillong

Viaemail

Wanted policy
makers not
wheeler-dealers
in Meghalaya

Editor,

Now that 2022 has come
and goneand we are in 2023,
let this be the year that wc
resolve to make amends for
our past errors, particularly
when it comcsto electing our
representatives to the State
Assembly.

Based on my observa-
tions. our people do not have
a dear understanding of
democracy or the universal
adult franchise right (the
right to vote). We believe
that voting without receiv-
ing any financial benefits is
pointless and that individuals
would seek financial benefits
from candidates, which the
latter would be happy to
provide. People arc content
with their short-term gains,
money, or blanket

The future o four state has
been impacted by the fact
that most of the policymak-
ers in our State legislativeas-
sembly are businessmen who
arc only self serving and do
not understand the role of
policy making, leadership
roles and have not read or

By Patricia Mukhim

tion jamboree will come to
an abrupt halt. But what will
decide the votes this time is
also what people sec on
their smart phones. There’s
so much conversation, so
many interviews with aspir-
ing and sitting MLAs. Any-
where one goes, one seesa
group ofyouig and not so
young people glued to their
mobile phones. God knows
what they imbibe from
the internet but they have
ccrtainly become digital
natives who need their fix
ofnews, viewsand reviews.
The online life hasjust got
faster, quicker, harsher and
louder and v*e arc unsure
of the impact of this new
media on our brains and
ultimately on our democ-
racy and how far it decides
election outcomes.

As it is we arc now liv-
ing in the era of unusual
political com petitiveness.
Everysingle day M LAsare
resigning andjoining some
other party. Such political
party shopping has never
happened in the past. The
churning is such that it
confuscsand confounds the
voter so much sowhen you
ask which party their MLA
is on today, constituents re-
tort with. “How does itmat-
ter? llow canwc remember
which party he is in now?
Maybe wc will remember
only when tlic campaign
begins. We voted for him
as a person and we will do
the same this time around."
Please note that | am using
the male gender bccause
everywhere | have been no
one discusses women can-
didates. So much forgender
equity in Meghalaya!

Speaking dbout the influ-
ence of the internet during
elections, 1recently read
NicholasCan’sbook, "The
Shallows: What the Internet
isdoing to ourbrains,” pub-
lished way tack in 2011
Carr says. "The very way
my brain worked seemed
to be changing. It was then
that I began worrying about
my inability to pay atten-
tion to one thing for more
than a couplc of minutes
At first I’d figured that tin.
problem was asymptom of
middlc-age nind rot. But
my brain. | realized, wasn’t
just drifting. Itwas hungry.
Itwas dcmanjing to be fed
the way the Net fed it
and the more itwas fed. the
hungrier it became. Even
when | was away from
my computer. | yearned to
check email, click links, do
some Googlirig. 1 wanted to
be connected "

If that Wfes what Carr
experienced in 2011 think
of the impact of the inter-

understood tie Constitution
of India. Thi> is especially
true when candidates who
have invested crores of ru-
pees in their campaigns arc
elected. Oncc in office, they
will attempt io recoup their
investment.

People ought to recognise
that we are ihe ones who
decide how >ur State will
develop and hat we should
use our voting privileges as
a tool to cffcct change be-
cause withou: a functioning
government, here can be no
state. Abiahan Lincoln oncc
remarked thata democracy is
agovernment“ofthe people,
by the people, and for the
people.” However, in our
state, it is decided by money
or blankets, aid democracy
in our state is like a govern-
ment of the noncy. by the
money, and for the money.

Last but not least, let's
transform our state for the
better by actually utilising
our right to vote. Wc need
policymakers. not whecler-
dealcrs,

Yoursetc..
Kenneth Nongsicj,
Via email

Religious
leaders and
CPC should

take initiative

Editor,
Apropos of the letter

net today and on those that
have not developed the ca-
pacity to reason and judge
between fake and real news
and the plethora of views
that bombard their brains!
It's actually frightening.
There arc those who argue
that us adults too had our
own demons to fight in our
time but we got through
without much scalding. |
am not so sure if the chal-
lenges posed by the inter-
net today, which actually
gives us an adrenalin rush
and whets out appetite for
admiration, appreciation,
being liked and constantly
applauded arc easily re-
solved. And mind you. as
society wc have hardly had
any conversation on this
issue almostas ifit'sa holy
grail of our times!

But | am digressing
Let me come back to the
politics o f Meghalaya. Poli-
ticians who have shifted
from one party to the other
expect us voters to be so
muddled in our beliefs on
party ideologies that we arc
expected to shift regularly
with the politicians. And if
we had faith in one Party in
2018, what has changed so
drastically in that Party that
we voters arc asked to shift
stances and tunc ourselves
to the newest ideology?
The very idea o fvoting this
time is bizarre. So caught
up will we be in the blame
game between political
parties and politicians that
we might forget some key
issues.

So it's time for as vot-
ers to take a pause and
consider everything that
happened between 2018
and 2023. Among the nega-
tives arc the scams the
power scam, the rice scam,
the police vehicle scam anti
the fake encounter where
Cheristeficld Thangkhicw
was eliminated. Where arc
we insofar as these scams
are concerned? The gov-
ernment tells us and the
legislators in the opposition
that therc was no scam and
we shut up. No one actu-
ally took the government to
task. And now no one talks
about these scams. So Sat-
nam Global of smart meter
fame walks away with a
clean chitand so do all the
other scamsters.

And frankly speaking |
see no path-breaking posi-
tives in the 5-year rule of
the MDA Government,
other than the commission-
ing of the long-pending
Crowborough hotel now
turned Taj Vivanta.

What docs this tell us
about democracy in Me-
ghalaya? Does it even exist.

“Christmas not for unholy
parties” by Salil Gewali. (ST
December 31. 2022) | wish
to express my viewpoints
here. So far as my personal
knowledge of religion is
concerned, wild parties and
drinking sprees during re-
ligious festivals is sac
legious. This even a child
knows. In God's domain
immoral activities do not
get entry. But what wc arc
witnessing now in the name
of pujaor holy Christmas is
against religious tenets. This
kind of irreligious develop-
ment will be detrimental to
the society also as clearly
emphasized by Mr Gewali
in his letter.

Particularly during Du-
rga Puja. we noticc the puja
organizers holding various
programs in which Bol-
lywood vulgar dances are
performed right in front of
the idols of Goddess Durga.
1think this is an INSULT to
Gods and Goddesses. Bet-
ter stop doing puja. During
the puja festive occasions,
one also witnesses bois-
terous crowds of people,
mostly heavily drunk, cre-
ating scenes at places and
causing great inconvenience
to the visiting devotees at
the pandals. In some cases,
devotees cannot reach up
lo the sanrtnm 'mnelornm
to offer prayers and take
prasad. How can wecall this
as puja? Why is the Central

Weare through and through
an oligarchy. Each constitu-
ency will choose an MLA
(not necessarily a leader)
based on how much he did
for the constituency - roads,
water, and sometimes elec-
tricity and the personal
patronage he extends. The
political party he represents
be damned!

Inany case the votersarc
totally confused. They have
stopped thinking parties
Ask me! | have been tour-
ing the length and breadth
of Khasi-Jaintia hills and
I hear what people say
Except for Jowai where
many arc notjust whisper-
ing but proclaiming loudly
that they will vote NOTA
others are unconcerned
All they want at this happy
time of merrymaking arc
picnics, football matches,
donations to sports and
youth clubs, doles ranging
from blankets to cooking
materials. This patronage
continues because it pays
dividends.

But as far as perfor-
mance of individual MLAs
is conccrned it leaves so
much to be desired. Look at
the case of Pynthorumkhrah
where a small little culvert
ofbarely ten feet in length,
opposite the BDW interna-
tional (?) school has taken
nearly one year and is still
incomplete! And we see
Conrad Sangma’s hoardings
telling us that his Govern-
ment constructs 22kms of
roads per day! Look at the
road from Mawlai Mawroh
to the Mawiong bypass.
How many kilometers is
that road? Hardly 5 kms!
Yet it has taken several
years to complete. Anyone
passing through that road
will testify that the work is
progressing at snail's pace.
Letus noteven speak about
roads in rural Meghalaya
where the poor farmers
are left to their elements
when it comes to carting
their produce to the near-
est traffic point. They have
to trudge uphill with their
bundles of broomsticks,
their ginger, their oranges
and what have you. Does
the Chief Minister or the
PWD Ministerever sec this
daily grind? Do their hearts
pain at the sight of such
struggles 50 years after
statehood?

So much has not' hap-
pened between 2018 and
2023 yet the NPP and 1UDP
both claim to return with
majorities. Please tell us
HOW? As for the BJP the
less said the better! In Me-
ghalaya the BJP is just
the onion needed to cook
up a spicy curry in 20231
Period

Puja Committee (CPC) of
Meghalaya keeping mum? |
have not seen any believers
of Christianity or Islam or
Sikhism, organizing Bol-
lywood dances within the
premises of the Church or
Masjid of Gurudvvara till
date. In the guise of puja cel-
ebration, we should not al-
low unethical entertainment.
This is against the guidelines
of holy scriptures.

Lastly, through  this col-
umn 1 sincerely request the
Central Puja Committee
(CPC) to take this concern
seriously. Let CPC take the
initiative in this direction by
calling respected religious
leaders from other faiths as
it docs every year which is
highly appreciated. | hope
the next Duga Puja will be
free from vulgar entertain-
ment. The sacred Vedas
and the Gita exhort human
beings irrespective of any
faith, to keep away from
materialistic thoughts and
sensual indulgences. | be-
lieve similar teachings are
also enshrined in the Holy
Bible and the Koran.

Yoursetc.,
Rupesh Nath
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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G-20 Presidency:
Hope on a
difficult road

By G N Bajpai

India has taken over
leadership of the G-20 and
has said it wants to lead
with a presidency of “heal-
ing. harnony and hope”,
with the theme of "One
Earth. One Family. One
Future”. This reflects the
very Indian idea o f*Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam” and
the celebration of all life
and the interconnectedness
of the wiler universe. The
G20. or Group of Twenty,
comprises as many as 20
major developed and de-
veloping economics, so
this is d:scribcd as "the
premier forum for interna-
tional economic coopera-
tion". Clearly, economics
will be a. the heart of this
cooperation and in that
sense the Indian theme
would also be seen within
the meaning of economic
prosperity - that the world
should piosper together as
partof one global commu-
nity. This is a fine idea but
it comes ata difficult time.
Itis quite obviously fraught
with many challenges that
must be overcome in order
to become workable. India
holds th; Presidency of
the G20 from December
1. 2022. to November 30.
2023. Ths includes a major
event wlicre 43 heads of

delegations, the biggest so
far in the G-20, will be par-
ticipating in the New Delhi
summit this September. So,
time is slort and ambition
is high.

This ambition comes
at a time of heightened
geopolitical volatility, a
very real VUC'A world
that is slowing signs of
increasing volcanic ac-
tivity, if that term can be
used. Coisidcr the rise of
right-wing politics (the
latest woes of Republicans
in the US. where decid-
ing a Hojsc speaker takes
multiple votes becausc the
hardliner* within the party
want to extract their price),
economic nationalism, the
attempt to shut borders
rather than open them more
freely, the Russian invasion
of Ukrairc and consequent
economic turmoil, rising
inflation worldwide, the
continued toll of Covid-19
and new variants of the
virus, particularly in China
and that country’s refusal
to be transparent with in-
formation -all point to the
world in a state that docs
not look likea peaceful and
set of families, let alone
“one family".

In that sense. India has
a difficulttask of leadership
at hand. But this is also the
time that can bring out the
best, with the right leader-
ship marked by a sense
of purpose and the under-
standing ihateveryone suf-
fers if the strains continue
or escalate.

In order to meet these
challenges, it may help
to revisit the factors that
contributed to the period of
“great moderation” from the
mid-19X0s lo 2007. when
the global cconomy was
growing and many were
lifted outo f poverty. These
included broader geopo-
litical peace, conciliatory
political leadership, low
inflation, deepening global-
isation and free movement
ofcapital David Ricardo's
theory cf "com parative
advantage” which made the
case for opening up global
trade wasat play along with
a universal sharp focus on
economic growth.

Unfortunately, all the
building blocks seem to
have crumbled and inequal-
ity and economic misery arc

visible across geographies.
The “surprising comeback
of protectionism” hasn't
beena sudden development.
It has been slow cooking for
more titan two decades. It
was more than two decades
ago thatan academic paper
pickcd up early warning
signs as it noted: "public
anxiety about globalisation
and free trade is rising .
In an increasing number
of grassroot movements
and Non-Governmental
Organisations [NGOs]. pro-
posals for new forms of
protectionism against the
social and ecological conse-
quences office tradeand in-
creased capital mobility arc
being discussed
Set. and Match for Mr.
Ricardo?" by Robert Went
in the Journal of Economic
Issues. September 2000).
Evidence of unrest later
became plain for anyone to
see. and the situation has
only been detonating sincc
the global financial crisis
of2008

Yet. the idea of growth
fuelled by globalisation has
been very real and many
countries have benefited
That memory is only too
recent to be forgotten

The total factor pro-
ductivity (TFC) growth in

the first world was sub-
stantially contributed by
the increase in labour force

new births, migration,
and greater participation
of women, and technol-
ogy upgradation. Currently,
population is declining,
migration is prcvented and
women’s participation has
nearly peaked. Covid-19
has shaped up reluctance to
work. Technology improve-
ments arc contributing,
albeit marginally.

The developing econo-
mies were beneficiaries of
outsourcing, flow of abun-
dant capital and sharing
of technological develop-
ments. 'Hie planetary ccon-
omy was the beneficiary of
broader global geo-political
pcace, low inflation, low
interest rates and low costs
of labour, energy, metals
and minerals.

Now, with economic
growth threatened, the
customary dialogue and
discussions arc bound to
be infructuous. When the
world at large is facing a
near similar situation, it
is time to sink tlte idea of
a First World and a Third
World. In this context. “One
Earth. One Family. One
Future” bccomes very rel-
evant. Therefore, the un-
derpinning of narratives in
all the meetings will have to
be thatall arc sailing in tite
same boat and will benefit
equally from cooperation
toward reorienting and even
rewriting the rules of the
game.

To move forward, it
is necessary to prioritise
cooperation and dialogue
between nations and to
work towards ending geo-
political conflicts. It is also
important to address issues
of inequality and depriva-
tion. Protecting the envi-
ronment and addressing
climate change arc also
crucial for the long-term
well-being of the planet.

Ultimately the goal is
ambitious and will require
tite effort and cooperation
ofall nationsand people to
achieve. The question toask
is: Isthat possible?

(The writer is aformer
Chairman o/SEBlandL/C
Hews an- personal) (Syn-
dicate: The Billion Press)
(email: editoiiajhehillion-
press.org)
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Tall poll promises

Aflurry of inaugurations ranging froman incomplete
stadium in Tura to a health centre in the distant pe-
riphery of South West Khasi Hills raises questions
about the timing. Why now, at the fag end of the
MDA Government’s tenure in oflicc? Isn’t it prudent
to have started these projects on time so that they
see the light cf day during this Government’s term
ofoflkc rather than to use these inaugurations as an
allurement? Health centres are imperative in areas
where there are no roads or the roads arc eaten up
by corruption, because ferrying patients to CHCs
and Civil Hospitals located in district headquarters
isa traumatic sxperiencc. So far there is no count of
how many patients have died on the way to a health
centre, more soofwomen in labour. This isa study
that must be conducted by the State Government if
the aim is better outreach and not a cover-up for poor
governance. No matter how small the population in
a village is. a health sub-centre is a must for people
are too poor to travel from places with no public
transport to rcach a health centre.

In 50 years. Meghalaya has not set its priorities
right. Development is unplanned because the Plan-
ning Board is largely dysfunctional and packed with
political hangers-on. In fact, the Planning Board
should be disnantlcd because it has become a white
elephant. So too the other non-func tional Boardsand
Councils suchas the Employment Generation Coun-
cil and similar defunct bodies which simply gobble
up meagre resources. In asmall state like Meghalaya
the priority should have been health, connectivity
and cducatior. Alongside, employment generation
and boosting agricultural and horticultural outputs
should also have been given a solid foundation. To-
day Meghalaya is performing poorly on the health,

anc road

front. A state

that boasted that it could produce 3000 MW o fpower
to supply to Bangladesh is today power-starved.
Unfortunately, none o fthese issues that are critical
to human development are being discussed before
the 2023 elections. There is too much noise and ca-
cophony ofadvertisements and hoardings that make
tall claims that the present Government isconstruct-
ing 2.2 KMs roads daily even when the roads are
not in sight. Such an election blitzkrieg by a ruling
government has never been witnessed before. The
noise and tall claims arc intended to divert people’s
attention froir mal-governance and scams that have
rocked the M3A Government. Some road projects
inaugurated two years ago to connect rural villages
to the nearest station where they can bring their farm
produce arc slill hanging fire. So why lie to people
by inaugurating projects that the Government has no
intention of completing? These arc issues that need
deliberation between now and polling day whenever
that is. The MDA Government must give its 5-ycar

report card to the people.

A dying
tradition

Editor,

Our tradition of neigh-
bours one another hasalways
been one ofour strengthsand
(he most noble tradition: a
tradition know nas *Sngikyl-
liang ka Nongkylliang' or
‘Chunong Chusngi* among
the Jaintias. This isa kind of
neighbourhood social bond-
ing. Historically, a neigh-
bourhood appears wherever
human beings live together,
live next to each other- that
allows an opportunity to
form friendships based on
components of proximity
and reciprocity. Rural neigh-
bourhoods usually maintain
certain practices to serve the
interests of the community.
One example ofa long-held
tradition in the rural neigh-
bourhood- a practice still
prevalent in an ‘intimate
community'is when a neigh-
bour is in need, neighbours
help him in ploughing his
field, building his hut and
guarding his sheep. Without
expecting any payment in
return, the neighbours recip-
rocate the same.

All this has changed dra-
matically over the centuries
since the Industrial Revo-
lution. In urban contexts,
neighbourhood friendships
have relatively moderate
cohcsiveness. Moreover,

members of the community
have the tendency to choosc
friends on the basis of simi-
larity inbackgrounds, such as

India’s BoP crisis touches precarious levels under Modi regime

Spurt in current account deficit in just

one year a matter of great concern
By Pruhhut Palnuik

India’s current account
dcficit for the sccond quar-
ter (July-Scptecmber) of
2022-23 has rcachcd a mas-
sive $36.4 billion which is
4.4 per cent of ihe gross
domestic product, higher
than at any time in the last
nine years. It is only in
October-December 2012
that the absolute level of
the current dcficit had been
$32.6 billion whichwas6.7
per cent of the GDP.

By contrast the current
account deficit had been
$18.2 billion in the first
quarter of 2022-23 or 2.2
per cent of GDP, and $9.7
billion or 1.3 per cent of
GDP in the second quarter
0f 2021-22. ie.. exactly a
year ago. In other words
compared to the first quarter
itself there has been a dou-
bling ofthe currentaccount
dcficit as a percentage of
GDP which is a whopping
increase: compared to the
sccond quarter a year ago
the increase in GDP per-
centage is more than three
times.

Quite apart from the
sheer size of the current
accountdcficit, there are at
least three reasons why the
balance of payments is a
cause for serious concern.
First, the reason for the
increase in the current ac-
count dcficit. by as much
as $18.2 billion compared
to the previous quarter, is
an increase in merchan-
dise trade dcficit. that is. in
the excess of imports over
exports 0fgoods. The mer-
chandise trade deficit in-
creased by over $20 billion,
from S63 billion to S 83.5
billion, between the first
and the sccond quarters.

According to the Re-
serve Bank of India this
increase was for two rea-
sons: first, the increase in
oil prices that has occurred
in the wake of the Ukraine
war and pushed up our
import bill: and. sccond
the lacklustre performance
of our exports because of
the slowing down of the
world economy. Economic
commentators in the media
have adduced other fac-
tors. like the weak rupee
and the revival o fdomestic
demand, for the widening
of the merchandise trade
dcficit, but these are er-
roneous assertions: a weak
rupee should, if anything,
improve rather worsen the
trade dcficit: and the revival
ofdemand has not been so
pronounced as to widen the
dcficit so much, since the
GDP growth itself which
is the primary source of
income has been low.

The problem with the
factors identified by the

Mizoram government in the
border imbroglio with As-
sam. Knowing that Shullai
is one of the few winning
the Centre is not

status, values and interests.
Today we have neighbours
that know each other only ca-
sually as acquaintances and
the only cxchangc between
them is. “How Arc You?”
There's nothing beyond this
perfunctory greeting. This
has corroded our sense of
community forwhich wcarc
called tribals.
Yours etc.
Dr Omarlin Kyndiah,
Via email

Kudos to
Sanbor Shullai
of BJP

Editor,

In the tumultuous times
of the last week of Decem-
ber 2022 when churchcs
were attacked in some parts
of the country. BJP MLA,
Sanbor Shullai condemned
the atrocitics on Christians
He needs to be thanked for
what he did despite being a
member of the BIP which
has an antipathy towards mi-
norities. It needs courage and
conscientiousness to speak
the truth. Wc also cannot
forget the fact that Sanbor
Shullai drew the wrath of
the Centre for defending the

in a position to take action
against Shullai

Yours etc
W. Passah.
Via email
Unfettered
speech: boon
or bane?

Editor,

When the USSR disinte-
grated. people were extreme-
ly happy for they believed
that now there would be no
restriction on their speech
but after sometime they
realised that it was only a
mirage. They realised that
even if they have freedom of
speech no one listens to their
problems. They also realised
within a short lime that no
one is prepared to take their
specch seriously and unless
a person’s or group’s speech
is taken seriously and leads
to action, freedom o fspeech
is worthless. Now we look at
the decision of the Supreme
Court on this subject mat-
ter. On the one hand is the
Supreme Court decision on
free spccch whereas on the
other hand the Gujarat Bill
empowering the policc to
book protesters just got the

RBI is that they are not go-
ing to go away soon. The
Ukraine war is not just a
conflict between two coun-
tries over some bilateral
issues. It has to do with
the shape that imperialism
will have in ihe future and
therefore hss a decisive
significance: because of this
imperialism will resist any
easy and ami;ablc solution
to the war. Likewise, the
inflation that had made an
appearance e.en before the
war but has now become
exceedingly >crious in the
metropolitan economics as
a consequence of it. is be-
ing sought to be combated
through the creation of
recession and unemploy-
ment; this again will be a
long drawn-out affair. It
follows therefore that the
merchandise trade balance
will continue to remain as
adverse as in the sccond
quarterof2022-23 forquitc
some time.

The sccond cause for
concern is that this mer-
chandise trade dcficit has
occurred in the midst of
a sharp decline in the ex-
change rate of the rupee
amounting toas much as 10
per cent over the calendar
year 2022. Normally, an
exchange rate depreciation
is supposed to improve
the trade balance. Such
an improven cnt of course
takes time, so that the si-
multaneous recurrence ofa
worsening ofthc trade bal-
ance and an exchange rate
depreciation should not be
amatterofsurprise. But the
persistence ot'a large dcficit
invariably creates expecta-
tions of an exchange rate
depreciation, which in turn
give rise to an actual ex-
change rate depreciation by
causing financial outflows.
Since neitherof the factors
mentioned by the RBI as
underlying the widening
trade dcficit at present, is
going to be aTccted by any
exchange rate depreciation,
its impact on ihe dcficit will
be marginal even after suf-
ficient time lias elapsed, in
which case we are entering
a period of frecfall for the
rupee. It is already being
callcd one of the weakest
currencies in Asia, but this
state of affairs is going to
persist, perpetuating infla-
tion in the country through
the cost-push cfTectemanat-
ing from imported inputs.

It may be thought that
India's large foreign ex-
change reserves should
prevent such a free fall
of the rupee, but even the
current fall has occurred
despite neariy a hundred

President’s assent. And now
violation of section 144 will
bea cognisable oflcnce under
section 188 (disobedience to
an order duly promulgated
by a public servant) of the
IPC andean invite6 months
of jail term Are not the
decisions at cross purposes?
On the Azam Khan ease the
apex court said there was
no scope for imposing addi-
tional restrictions on elected
members of the legislature
and parliament as it is in the
greater interest of other citi-
zens and the r rights. Thus,
the restrictions to free speech
while expressing views on
sensitive matters apply to
the MPs, MLAs and other
public officials equally with
all other citizens for, no law
condones such acts. The use
of social media to express
free speech in a country as
diverse as ours, often gives
rise to increasing instances
of violation of right to free-
dom of expression. This in
turn triggers he dilemma of
what constitutes freedom of
speech and what is a deroga-
tory and vitriolic remark or
work of art. Consequently,
the blurred lines between the
two leads to misuse of the
provisions ofthc law. biased
behaviour and shielding of
errant people who wield
power. Disagreeing with the
majority's opinion. Justicc
BV Nagarathna said if a
minister makes disparaging

billion dollars being spent
by the RBI in its efforts to
stabilise the rupee. In the
sccond quarter of 2022-23
itselfthere was a $25 billion
declinc in reserves. The de-
piction ofreserves therefore
cannot prevent a fall in the
rupee: what is more, as the
level of reserves declines,
speculation against the ru-
pee will escalate, making
matters even worse. It fol-
lows therefore that despite
our large reserves India's
balance of payments have
become a serious cause for
concern.

The third reason why
the balance of payments
situation portends ill for
the cconomy is as follows:
the yawning merchandise
trade dcficit has occurred
in a situation of low GDP
growth. The first quarter
(April-June) GDP growth
in 2022-23 over the corre-
sponding quarter of 2021-
22 had been 13.5 per cent,
reflecting recovery- from a
Covid-induccd trough. But
the second quarter growth
has been just 6.3 percent
compared to the sccond
quarter of 2021-22. The
growth in gross value added
(GVA) in the sccond quar-
ter, which measures the ac-
twal increase in production,
ignoring the effects of tax
changes that GDP incorpo-
rates. was even lower, just
5.6 percent. The reason lor
the slowdown in growth
was a slowing dow n o f the
manufacturing sector which
was not an episodic devel-
opment but a persisting one
(People’s Democracy. De-
cember 25). India's creep-
ing industrial stagnation
in short is pulling down its
GDP growth rate, and the
rise in merchandise trade
dcficit has occurred despite
this growth slowdown

The rise in trade dcficit
will almost certainly entail
a fuilllCl ibc in tlie iutocs|
rates in India. This will be
done keeping several objec-
tives in mind: forattracting
global capital for financing
the deficit: for reducing the
deficit by curtailing domes-
tic demand: and for curbing
the inflation unleashed by a
declining rupee. Neolibcral
capitalism hasjust this one
instrument, which crecatcs
recession and unemploy-
ment. for combating multi-
pleeconomic woesand it is
going to be used vigorously
in the coming days. That
however will only worsen
thcgrowlh rateofGDPand
accentuate unemployment
and distress in flic cconomy.
The fact that the yawning

statements in his official ca-
pacity. it can be vicariously
attributed to the government
Pertinently, she emphasised
that hate spccch must not
be allowed on the pretext of
freedom of spcech as it ‘de-
nies human beings the right
to dignity’ by striking at the
foundational values by ‘mak-
ing the society unequal and
also attacks citizens from
diverse backgrounds'.
Indeed, every person
should measure their words
before uttering them. Justice
Nagarathna is vehemently
against hate speech. She
remarked that it violates the
fraternity of citizens from
diverse backgrounds. And
said the sine qua non of a
cohesive society is based
on plurality and multieul-
turaiism such as India that
is ‘Bharat. She also pointed
out that fraternity is based
on the idea thatcitizens have
reciprocal responsibilities
towards one another. While
Justiuce Nagarathna's inten-
tions arc laudable, herattack
on hate specch seems a bit
excessive. The reason is that
in the last one hundred years,
alotofcreativeand scholarly
works have been banned
or curtailed on grounds of
blasphemy, immorality, etc
Some of them can be brought
under the rubric of *hatc
speech.” Swami Dayananda
Saraswati (1824-83). found-
erofArya Samaj. was a bitter

merchandise trade deficit
is occurring not because
of any pronounccd boom
in the economy but rather
in the midst of a creep-
ing industrial stagnation,
therefore augurs ill for tire
cconomy.

Some may argue that
there is nothing new in the
current situation, that in
2012-13 the country had
faced a similar predica-
ment when the tapering off
of bond purchases by the
Federal Reserve Board of
the United States, indicat-
inga tighteningof US mon-
etary policy, had caused
a similar widening of the
merchandise trade deficit
(as mentioned earlier) and
a fall in the rupee; but that,
while heralding a period of
economic difficulties for
the country, had not precipi-
tated any insurmountable
crisis. Why shoulda similar
situation be a matter of such
serious concern now?

There is a fundamental
diflcrcnce between thenand
now. The world cconomy
is currently afflictcd by
high inflation unlike then,
because o fwhich there is a
general rise in interest rates
everywhere and the entire
world economy is going
into a precipitatc recession
At that time the RBI had
responded to the situation
by raising India's interest
rate, while other countries
were not increasing rates,
which was why the RBI's
response succeeded in pre-
venting a crisis. But now. a
rise in the interest rate by
the RBI simply would not
work bccausc all capitalist
countries arc raising inter-
est rates; this general rise
in interest rates will bring
abouta world recession and
hence keep our merchan-
dise trade dcficit high for
quite some time, thereby
precipitating a continuing
economic crisis in India as
suggested above.

All this is indicative of
the cul-de-sac that nco-
libera! capitalism has run
into, and the severe chal-
lenge to the hegemony of
western imperialism that
has emerged. World capital-
ism in short is currently in
a state which creates new
possibilities of transcend-
ing it. But if instead of
seizing such an opportunity
our economy remains stuck
within a regime of neolib-
eral capitalism, and seeks
to overcome its predica-
ment merely by resorting
to bailouts through bor-
rowing. then that will only
accentuate in future the
economic crisis which the
country is facing at present.
(tPA Service)Courtesy:
People’s Democracy

the banc of Hindu society for
centuries. Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi extolled him
for this reason.

In his magnum opus. Sa-
tyartha Prakash, Dayananda
wrote that “idolatry is ad-
harma.” Isn’tit blasphemous
from the perspective of mil-
lions of Hindu devotees?
Should Satyartha Prakash
be regarded as hate spccch?
IKindreds o fyears ago. Kabir
wrote. "Laying rock upon
stone a mosque is madc/On
this climbs the muezzin to
make his call to the heavens/
Is the Lord deaf then?" By
any reckoning, this is deeply
offensive to Islam. He also
ridiculed idolatry, which
Hindus would regard as
offensive. Emphasis should
be on checking violence by
demagogues, not on further
curbing free spccch. which
is already under attack from
various quarters. As the issue
had wide ranging impact so
it should be exercised cau-
tiously so that it may not
widen’ the gap between dif-
ferent societies.

Yoursetc..
Yash Pal Ralhan,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Ainil Shah offers Ram Mandir as
against Rahul’s slogan for jobs

HM’s announcement timed
for his target voters during

2023,2024 polls
By Sttshil Kittty

Union Home Minister
Amit Shsh has spoken.
And the timing is telling,
just in time for a clutch
of assembly elections in
2023, and the big one in
2024. Shah announced that
a grand Ram temple will
be inaugurated in Ayodhya
on January 1, 2024. That
means the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party will go into the
2023 assembly elections,
and the 2024 general elec-
tions with the successful

complctioa of the Ayodhya
Ram Manjir as one of its
main poll planks, if not the
main. Shall said the ‘gagan-
chumbi’ Ram Mandir will
be ready for a January |
2024 inauguration, just in
time for campaigning_for
the 2024 general elections
to kick-up a storm.

Amit Shah broke the
news at a public meet-
ing in the town of Sab-
room in Tripura, bordering
Bangladesh. Some people
promptly linked it to Ra-

cold weather, it is praise-
worthy. The young man
is trying to understand the
nation and walking for 3000
km. We will only praise it.”
Shouldn'tsuch wholesome
praise for the BJP’s main
political adversary make
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah nervous and
jumpy?

That said, the Tripura
assembly elections are due
in March 2023. and Tripura

is over 80 percent Hindu.
Therefore, a “grand Ram
Mandir” has the potential
to sway voters in Tripura
Also, the RSS praise for
Rahul Gandhi must have
rattled the BJP. Enough
for Shah to harangue the
Congress, and Rahul Gan-
dhi. for their anti-temple
stance.

Shah charged the Con-
gress for delaying the Ram
Mandir “from the time
Babur destroyed it and
left" till "Modiji came one

“Amit Shah broke the news at
apublic meeting in the town o f
Sabroom in Tripura, bordering
Bangladesh. Some people promptly
linked it to Rahul Gandhis
Bharat Jodo Yatra,which had come
infor wholesome praisefrom some
RSS leaders who are actively involved
in the construction o fthe Ayodhya
Ram Mandir. This would be too simplistic
an explanation. For one, its
too ad hoc to digest.”

hul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo
Yatra. which had come in
for wholesome praise from
some RSS leaders who are
actively involved in the
construction o fthe Ayodhya
Ram Mandir.

This would be too sim-
plistic an explanation. For
one. it's too ad hoc to di-
gest. Then again, it cannot
be left to chance that a
date for the inauguration
has been announced to
the world at large the day
after BJY took off from
Delhi aftera year-end break
and entered Uttar Pradesh,
where tenpfe politics is
“Sanjeevni” for the BJP.

Also, this is a first, an-
nouncing the date for a
Ram temple inauguration,
even for tie Union Home
Minister. And if it’s the
Bharat JoJo Yatra which
is making BJP and RSS
leaders act strangely out of
character, ihcn Bharat Jodo
Yatra and Rahul Gandhi
must be hiving an impact
on the electorate, making
BJP leaders stumble with
every step Rahul Gandhi
is taking.

The fact that the Ram
Mandir Trust secretary
Champat Rai expressed
awe ata “young man walk-
ing on foot” was “worth ap-
preciating”. W hat next? The
RSS is known for switching
allegiance for reasons best
knownto itself, and the BJP
must be wondering when?
Perhaps it (RSS) secs po-
tential in Rahul Gandhi
which the BJP doesn't.

Calling the bearded Ra-
hul Gandhi “a young man”
has added to the RSS com-
pliment. “Ayoung man has
been w,ilkiig on foot in this

morning, (and) the Supreme
Court order came”. He
reminded the Tripura elec-
torate 0f2019 when “1 was
president of the BJP and
Rahul Baba was president
ofthc Congress”and Rahul
Gandhi would not tell a date
for the Ram Mandir.

The Union Home Min-
ister asked Rahul to “open
his cars and listen", the
Ayodhya Ram Mandir will
be ready for a January |.
2024 inauguration, a “sky-
scraping Ram temple”,
adding that Modi rule has
helped revive India's cul-
tural heritage.

Tripura will be the first
ofnine states to go to polls
in 2023. including Karna-
taka. Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh. And Shah scented
to keep the “BJP’s devel-
opment model” election
plank in reserve, saying
Tripura could very well
be the "most prosperous”
among small states in an-
other live years.

Clearly, the BJP. as it
approaches election year
2024. doesn't seem sure
about an electoral strategy.
The Ram temple issue has
been flogged enough. And
attempts to make Gyanvapi
and "Mathura” issues aren't
working up to expectations.
Also, something like Bala-
kote requires a Pulwama.

Besides, Pakistan also
cannot be Hogged ad in-
finitum. Not when Rahul
Gandhi is keeping the Chi-
na pot boiling. Yet. Shah
cannot stop from talking of
"Pakistani intruders" and
“Uriand Pulwamaterrorat-
tacks”. Ifwily isa fox. then
the BJP is coloured indigo!
(IPA Setvkv)
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Newyear resolutions: why your brain isn't wired to stick to them

ew year, new resolutions. It is that lime oncc
again. A -ccent survey shows (hat almost 58%
of the UK population intended to make a new
year's resolution in 2023, which is approximately 30
million adults. More than a quarter of these resolu-
tions will be about making more money, personal
improvement and losing weight.

But will we succeed? Sadly, a survey of over 800
million activities by the app Strava. which tracks
people’s physical exercise, predicts most of these
resolutions will be abandoned by January 19

One of the train reasons why promises fail be-
fore the end of January is becausc they arc vague.
They focus on immeasurable qualities such as be-
ing healthier, happier (without defining what that
means) or carnhg more money (without coming up
with an amountor plan)

Vague goals do not provide us with sufficient
direction. If wc do not know exactly where wc arc
going, it is difficult to know which path to take.
It is impossible to know how far wc have to go to
reach our destination, what barriers we will have
to overcome and how to prepare for them.

Wec also often set ourselves unattainable goals
because we want to challenge ourselves. Therc is an
inherent paradox - dubbed the “effort paradox” - in
how much our brains love the idea of effort while in
reality finding it uncomfortable. We want to think
that we will feel more fulfilled if wc challenge
ourselves to achieve a difficult goal.

Wecthink ofthe end point that we want now. in the
present, but not the process orjourney to get there.
With such a nariow focus, it is easy to visualise this
end point as closer than what it is when wc start
working towards it.

The lazy brain

control. The longer we have had these habits, the
more deeply cntrenched the cognitive shortcuts
behind them arc.

For example, we may unthinkingly reach for the
jar of biscuits when we park ourselves in fronl of
the telly at night - it becomes a routine. Or wc hit
the snooze button when the alarm goes off in the
morning.

Our brains arc lazy and want to min misc cogni-
tive load meaning we repeat what wc find pleasur-
able rather than consider many different and new
options, which may be more or less pleasurable. It
is simply easier to take these shortcu.s that don't
offer much resistance or discom fort. That said, some
people rely more on habits than others aid they may

resist this discomfort, wc are tempted to go back to
a more comfortable place. That's a reason why wc
give up our resolutions. An aspect of this is known
as the status quo bias. We arc more likely to stay
with status quo - our existing mindsets - rather than
persist with changing these habits which takes time
and effort

The more we focus on the goal rather than the
incremental steps needed to achieve that goal, the
more likely wc arc to find it difficult to change our
mindsets and crcate the habits needed to achievc
it. It bccomes a vicious circic because the more we
get stressed about something, the more likely wc
are to fall back into a place of comfort, with our
cognitive shortcuts

need to engage several areas of the brain including
the prefrontal cortcx. which is involved in highly
complex cognitive tasks

A stucy using neuro-imaging revealed that alter-
ing our behaviour involves coordinated cross-talk
between several brain regions, including speedy
communication between two specific zones within
the prcftontal cortcx and another nearby structure
called tke frontal eye field, an area involved in
controlling eye movements and visual awareness.

This is hugely more cognitively taxing for our
brain, arid so we try to avoid it

Better approaches

Changing habits requires being aware of the pat-
terns of behaviour that we have learnt over the years
and knowing how difficult it is to change them. And
that's impossible if you arc blinded by visions of
the new. perfect you. But to succeed at changing
yourself, you need to know the real you.

It is also helpful to set clear, achievable goals
such as devoting an extra hour a week to your favou-
rite hobby or banning biscuits in the evenings only,
perhaps replacing them with a nice, herbal tea.

W hat's more, wc need to appreciate and celebrate
the process of achieving our goals. Many of us arc
more inclined to focus on the negative aspects of
the experience, leading to stress and anxiety. But
bad emo.ions demand more attention - this is called
negativity bias. And the more wc focus on negative
things ir our lives, and the negative aspccts about
ourselves, the more wc arc likely we arc to feel
down while missing the positive things.

The wore wc focus on the positive aspccts of
ourselves, the more likely we are to be able to
change our mindsets

So if you want to change, acccpt yourself the

To navigate the world, wc form mental shortcuts

creating habi s. When these cognitive shortcuts
have been hardwired in place, our brains find it
easier to act without much conscious effort or

find it harder to break them
To achieve our resolutions,

however, wc often
need to change these deep-seated habits and alter
the neural pathways responsible. But ts our brains

When wc engage in habitual behaviour, areas at
the back of the brain, to do with automatic behav-
iour, arc typically engaged. But to actively alter
our neural pathways away from such activation, wc

way you are
do that, you may even find you'd rather slick to the
motto "new year, same old me"
wrong with that

and understand why. Though if you

There's nothing
(The Conversation)

Teacher extraordinaire An ideal recipe book for folks
affected by lifestyle disorders

Savitribai Phule to get
her first biography

Bv Ashmita Badoni

anuary 3 marks the birth anniversary
J ofone of the world's greatest teachers
Savitribai Phulc. Recta Ramamurthy
ography. titled Saviiri and Fatima’, with a
focus on her friendship with Fatima Shaikh.
The announcement was made by Harper
Collins in November 2022
The question that remains is why is the
first book abott Savitribai Phule coming
125 years after her death? Here's an inter-
view with the author who also wrote the
bestselling biouraphy of Sanjccv Kumar
in 2022.

Gupta is set to release Savitribai's first bher actions were set in the

Q: Why is the first biography on Savii-
ribai Phule coming so late?

A: As a maticr of fact, there arc many
books about Savitribai in Marathi. | have
seen some compilations in English as well,
but nothing that qualifies as a biography. |
do wonder why therc haven't been attem pts

to write her story in English before or
whether 1 might have missed them

Savitribai Phale is a part of every listiclc
on the world's greatest teachers. She's one
of the greatest revolutionaries and guiding
lights to have been born in India.

Q: Which again brings us to why there's
no book about her.

A: Destiny maybe. Also, remember that
there is an awakening of sorts in our country
at present. India's writers, filmmakers and
business leaders are reclaiming India's his-
tory in a decisive manner. 1also sec India
taking pride in its own stories and artists
like never before.

This unapologetic pride is possible be-
causc on the one hand, we haven't been ac-
quisitive or predatory towards other lands.
On the other hand, from Gandhi to Buddha.
Narendra Modi lo Rishi Sunak, Mukesh Am-
bani to Gautam Adani. and Mother Teresa
to Priyanka Chopra, some of the world's
most inspirational icons across different
fields arc from India. India has come into
her own

Q: Why did you pick this subject?

A: Every Ind an woman, anywhere in the
world, who can read and write, owes a deht
of gratitude to Savitribai Phule. | wanted to
bring her to the front and centre of public
consciousncss because the preservation of

our democracy lies in being cognisant of
our hard-won freedom and how precious
and tenuous this freedom is!

Savitribai Phulc was an embodiment of
the word ‘feminism*. Her convictions and
19th century,
ata time where even basic rights were not
available to women. She fought for their
basic dignity and education. Her activism
and her duty required real gumption. She
notonly rescripted her own life, she made
it possible for untouchablcs and women to
re-script theirs too

Q: Isitpossible lo 'Rescript Your Life’,
as peryourfirst book?

A: Yes, Rescript Your Life' is my first
book, on which every other book is based
You become what you believe in. not what
you want, is the message of the book

If you read 'Stranger in the Mirror’,
Rakcysh Omprakash Mchra's biography, he
is someone who came from humble origins
to bccome one of our greatest filmmakers

If you read 'Sanjecv Kumar:
The Actor We All Loved, the
man lost his father at 12 and
fell prey to heavy depression,
before he rose to bccomc one
of India's finest actors. So
both of them rc-scriptcd their
lives.

Q: Your book is titled Savii-
ri and Fatima.

A: Yes, this is a story of a
friendship between the two
women. When Savitribai and
her husband Jyotirao Phulc
founded the first school for
girls (by a non-missionary
or by someone who was not
British), they were thrown out
of their house. It was Fatima

Shaikh who gave them shelter

Fatima had taken her teacher training
lessons along with Savitribai Phulc and
they developed a deep friendship. Fatima
functioned as a dependable deputy to Saviiri
Phulc's efforts. She offered to run all the
schools and this gave Savitribai Phule the
opportunity to confront other social issues
such as widow remarriage and the oppres-
sive caste system

Yet. this friendship between Savitri and
Fatima and their work together remains
unsung and unknown. They had a dream,
‘education for all’, irrespective of caste,
creed or religion. The spark lit by Savitri
and Fatima had far-rcaching consequences.
As more and more Indians got educated,
their minds opened up to the ideas of free-
dom, justice and liberty

Q: When will this book be launched?

A: Later this year. But | do believe that
after this book. Fatima Shaikh will be
mentioned with the same rcvcrence that
wc accord to former President and freedom
fighter Zakir Hussain or former President
and acclaimed scientist A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam.

Q: What next?

A: Another exciting story from the annals
of Indian history. Another forgotten hero
perhaps? (IANS)

By N. Lothungbeni llum tsoc

ccording to the World Health

Organization, around 422 mil-

lion people worldwide have
diabetes, with the majority living in
low- and middlc-incomc countries,
and diabetes is directly responsible
tor 1.5 million fatalities each year.
Diabetes has been progressively in-
creasing in both the number of eases
and the prevalence during the last few
dccades.

"Diabetes is a chronic, metabolic
disease characterized by elevated lev-
els of blood glucose (or blood sugar),
which leads over time to serious dam -
age to the heart, blood vessels, eyes,
kidneys and nerves. The most common
is type 2 diabcics, usually in adults,
occurs when the body bccomes resis-
tant to insulin or doesn’t make enough
insulin

“In the past three dccadcs the
prevalence oftype 2 diabetes has risen
dramatically in countries of all income
levels. Type 1diabetes, once known as
juvenile diabcics or insulin-dependent
diabetes, is a chronic condition in
which the pancrcas produces little or
rio insulin by itself. For people living
with diabcics. access to affordable
treatment, including insulin, is critical
to their survival. There is a globally
agreed target to halt ihe rise in diabe-
tes and obesity by 2025." - WHO

"Lifestyle is an all-cncompassing
term that has the power to transform
your life within weeks.” says Khush-
boo Jain Tibrewala, founder of The
Health Pantry, Nutritionist, and Dia-
betes Educator.

IANSlife spoke to Khushboo. author
of’Everyday recipes for Diabetes,’ to
belter understand the disease and how
to deal in order to achievc the global
objective ofending the chronic disease
by 2025

What prompted you to create a
free ebook?

Khushboo: If you actually see each
of the rccipes. you'll notice thai most

of them are normal everyday dishes
that we all cat at our homes. I may
have iwcakcd them here and there but
it is more a curation of Indian home
food than recipes written by me. |
made this book free for all becausc
1wanted people to sec at the end of
the day all they need is normal home-
style meals

Our traditional foods have every-
thing we need to stay healthy, we just
need to learn how lo tweak the basic
rccipes as per our health goals. This
book will find itself useful in almost
every Indian household no matter
where in India they arc from or where
in the world they live today. This one
had to be free.

What are the most prevalent is-
sues that your association with Di»-
betic patients has revealed?

Khushbo: There are quite a few!
But one of the most common ones is
the role the rest of the family plays
In some homes, the remaining family
members identify that these are lif:-
stylc disorders and ihcy may all be at
risk as a family. They make dietary aid
lifestyle changes as a family

Such patients sec an almost magical
response. Becausc there is no stress
around ihcir food at home. In homes
where the remaining family members
refuse to support the patient, results
arc slower and there arc higher chances
ofdropouts.

How does your book help indi-
viduals suffering from conditioas
such as Hypertension. PCOS, llich
Cholesterol. Weight Lose, and Type
2 diabetes?

Khushboo: This book is perfect for
anyone who has these lifestyle disor-
ders. Each recipe is gluten-free, low
glycemic index, is high in fibre, rich
in phytonutrients and is plant-based.
These simple trails make sure that
your glucose levels are more stable
and stabilising blood glucosc levels is
the one trick that helps each and every
lifestyle disorder including the ones

mentioned here

How does your book differ from
the numerous others on the market
that discuss Diabetes and other top-
ics?

Khushboo: As mentioned before,
this book is a simple curation of rcci-
pcs from Indian homes. W hat makes it
unique is the addition of a Nutrition-
ist's perspective. | have labelled each
recipe as per its glyccmic index, the
culinary skill required and whether
it can be used as part of weekly meal
prep. Also, 1have created some simple
formulas to help the reader personalise
the rccipe and use locally available
ingredients. For eg., there is a chccla
recipe that can be made with liter-
ally whatever you have at home, you
just need to stick to my proportions
similarly, there is a mixed greens saag
recipc that is again just a formula that
can be used to make a saag out of what-
ever greens you have at home

Share one recipc with an interest-
ing backstory?

Khushboo: What makes this book
so special to me is that literally, every
rccipe has a special story and a spe-
cial person to thank. The Sattu rccipe
comcs from my Nani, the Kanji from
my Dadi. there is a salad that comcs
from all the lunchcs at my best friend's
home. Mangodi pulao is my mother’s
recipe. One that | am most excited
about is the Methi ki Chutney. Grow-
ing up. Aloo Bcdmi and this Chutney
was the standard Sunday breakfast at
home. Back then we would buy this
one special brand from Delhi that we
would never find in Mumbai

Cut to my life as an adult, when
1 learn that methi seeds arc actually
fantastic for type 2 diabetics. So while
most nutritionists ask you to soak the
seeds and cat them every morning. |
wanted to find a tastier way of incor-
porating methi seeds. 1recreated the
rccipe for that chutncy and now. this
simple rccipe has bccome part of all
my clients' lives. (IANSlife)
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This is how your cup of coffee
contributes to climate change

lobal coffcc consump-
CEanum.m“y
ing steadily for almost
30 years. With a daily average
consumption of 2.7 cups of cof-
fee per person, coffee is now
Canada's most popular drink. It is
estimated that around two billion
cups of coffcc arc consumed daily
worldwide
This demand has led to con-
siderable diversification in the
ways of preparing coffcc as well,
including the creation of coffee
capsules. The popularity of these
capsules has divided the public
opinion because this method of
preparation, which uses single-
use individual packaging, is
harmful to the environment.
As researchers working on
assessing the environmental im-

Reducing coffee’s

(SEVEN)

coffee capsulc and sending it

pacts of products and services,
we often discuss coffce’s carbon
footprint.

We decided to study the carbon
footprint of several techniques
used to prepare coffee at home,
and it turns out that coffee cap-
sules aren't th; biggest carbon
culprits.

Ihe life cycle of coffee

The pollution resulting from
the preparation of coffee at home
is just the tip of the iceberg

Before you can enjoy a cup of
coffee, it goes through several
steps, starting from the agricul-
tural production of the coffcc
beans, their transport, the roast-
ing and grinding of the beans,
right up to the Seating of the wa-
ter for the coffee and the washing
of the cups it is poured in

These steps common to all
modes of coffee preparation, con-
sume resources and emit green-
house gases (GI1G)

To adequately compare the
carbon footprint of several cof-
fee preparation methods, it is
important to consider their entire
life cycle: from the production of
coffee, through the manufacture
of packaging and machinery, to
the preparation of coffcc and the

waste produced.

Comparing four coffee
preparation methods

We dccided to study this fur-
ther and conducted an extensive
literature review on the subject.
We then measured the carbon
footprint of coffee by comparing
four methods of preparing 280
millilitres of coffcc. namely:

1) Traditional filter coffee (25
grams of coffcc)

2) Encapsulated filter coffcc
(14 grams of coffcc)

3) Brewed coffcc (French
press) (17 grams of coffcc)

4) ‘Soluble coffcc (12 grams
of coffcc), also known as instant
coffee

our analysis clearly showed
that traditional filter coffee has
the highest carbon footprint,
mainly bccausc a greater quan-
tity of coffee powder is used to
produce the amount of coffcc.
This process also consumes more
electricity to heat the water and
keep it warm.

When consumers use the rec-
ommended amounts of coffcc
and water, soluble coffcc appears
to be the most environmentally
friendly option

This is due to the low amount
of soluble coffcc used per cup.
the kettle's lower electricity con-
sumption compared to a coffee
maker and the absence of organic
waste to be treated.

On the other hand, when con-
sumers use a 20 per cent surplus
ofcoffcc and heat tw.ee the water
needed (which is often the case),
coffee capsules seem to be the
best option. Why? Bccausc the
capsules allow you to optimize
the amount of coffcc and water
per consumption.

Compared to traditional filter
coffcc. drinking a capsule filter
coffee (280 ml) saves between 11
and 13 grams of coffee. Producing
11 gramsof Arabica coffcc in Bra-
zil emits about 59 grams of C02¢c
(C02 equivalent). This value is
much higher than the 27 grams of
CO02c emitted for manufacturing
of coffcc capsules and sending

the generated waste to a landfill.
These figures give an idea ofthc
importance of avoiding overusing
and wasting coffee.

Coffee production

Regardless of the type of coffcc
preparation, coffcc production is
the most GHG-cmitting phase.
It contributed to around 40 per
cent to 80 per ccnt of the total
emission. There are many reasons
for this.

The coffcc plant is a small
stunted tree or shrub that was
traditionally grown in the shade
of the forest canopy. The mod-
ernization of the sector led to the
transformation of many coffee
plantations into vast fields that
were fully exposed to the sun
This added the need for intensive
irrigation, fertilization systems
and the use of pesticides

This mechanization, irrigation
and use of nitrous oxide-emitting
fertilizers  the production of
which requires large quantities of
natural gas  greatly contribute
to coffee's carbon footprint.

carbon footprint

At the consumer level, beyond
reducing coffee consumption,
avoiding wasting coffcc and
water is the most effective way
to reduce the carbon footprint of
traditional, brewed and soluble
coffees

Coffcc capsules avoid the over-
use of coffcc and water. Hewever.
the convenience of capsule ma-
chines can lead consumers to
double their coffcc consumption,
thus making this environmental
advantage redundant

Consumers should also be
aware of the capsule recycling
options in the city where they
live to avoid it getting sent to
a landfill instead of a recycling
facility

Better yet. they should switch
to reusablie capsulcs

If you live in a province or
country with carbon-intensive
electricity production, rot us-
ing the coffcc maker's hot plate
and rinsing the cup with cold
water can help reduce carbon
footprint.

The electricity used to wash a
cup of coffcc in Alberta, a high-
carbon electricity production
province, emits more carbon (29
grams C02c) than producing a

to landfill (27 grams C02¢c). In
Quebec, thanks to hydroelectric-
ity. washing your cup in a dish-
washer has a negligible impact
(0.7 grams ot'C02c per cup)

By the way. don't forget to fill
your dishwasher!

Shared responsibilities

Limiting your contribution to
climate change requires an adapt-
ed diet, and coffee is no excep-
tion. Choosing a mode of coffcc
preparation that emits less GIIGs
and moderating your consum ption
are part of the solution

However, more than half of the
carbon footprint of coffcc comes
from the steps taken by coffee
producers and suppliers. They
must take action to reduce the
environmental and social impacts
of coffcc production

Our research reveals that as-
sessments based on a life cycle
analysis, or the holistic vision, of
products like coffce make it pos-
sible to challenge our intuitive
reasoning, which is sometimes
misleading. So instead of avoid-
ing products based on specula-
tion, wc need to take a holistic
look at our own consumption
habits. Change begins at home
(The Conversation)
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5 OTT platforms to binge
watch regional content

weekend, but have you tried binge-watching
a local scries on an OTT platform? Allhough
wc arc far from our hometowns and live in busy,
fast-paccd metropolises, the memories of quiet
evenings, early-morning shikara rides, and the up-
lifting sounds of our hometown folklore inspire a
sincere desire to reconnect with our roots. Bccausc
of this, someone really did say: "W here | was born
and raised is where | keep all my yesterdays.”
The current generation of Indian millcnnials
like to consume content in their own tongue and
has progressed past Netflix, Amazon Prime Videos,
Disney +. and lloisiar lo discover new regional
content categories
Regional content climbed from 27 per ccnt of the
titles generated to 46 per ccnt in 2021, according
lo a recent F1CCI HY analysis.
Regional language usage in OTT video comeni
is anticipated to increase from 27 per cent in 2020
lo 54 per cent in 2024. It is clear
from Allu Arjun’s magnetic attrac-
tion in the movie Pushpa, which
captivated audiences everywhere
and was seen by individuals re-
gardless of language proficiency
The dynamics of content develop-
ment arc shifting as a result of
the creation of regional conieni
lo connect with culture.
OTT platforms lo binge and
watch some real regional con-
tent:

I t's fine to have Nctfli.\ and chill plans for the

lloichoi: The Hoichoi is an
Indian subscription video on-dc-
mand and streaming service ihat
has exclusive Bengali language
content. It has a feature ofaround
500 film titles and around 1000 Bengali audio
songs for global streaming. The Hoichi platform
was launched on September 20, 2017 and is owned
and maintained by SVF Entertainment Pvt Ltd with
its headquarters in Kolkata, India. It is available
on Android. 10S. Apple TV. Amazon Fire TV &
Android TV. Bengali cinema is enticing, high on
cultural index and is known for excellent storytell-
ing. so if you are willing lo experience the best of
Bengali cinema, Hoichoi is the platform for you.

AAONXT: AAONXT which means ’All about
originals' is one-of-a-kind, independent and pre-
mium OTT platform for exclusive Odia content
The platform was launched by Mr. Kaushik Das in
2020. and is inspired by technology and his pro-
found love for Odisha's rich cultural heritage. The
idea was to bring the indigenous and heart-warming
stories of Odisha live through an OTT platform for
global audiences.

The platform has original content of short film.

web series, feature films and documentaries for
viewers and is winning hearts with the interesting
and innovative content. AAONXT plans to scale up
operations eventually by curating and producing
content also for the Bengali. Assamese and Malayali
audienccs. The focus is on creating contemporary
content with a local beai

Sun NXT: Sun NXT was launched in June, 2017
by Sun TV Network to deliver South Indian Con-
tent. It tuns content in Tamil. Tclugu. Malayalam.
Kannadt, Bengali and Marathi. The Sun NXT plat-
form is available for Android, 10S and Smart TVS
It is popular for its intelligent search feature and
non-complcx content search. The Sun NXT platform
is user-friendly and doesn't compromise on user
experience even on a low bandwidth. It assures that
subscribers get excellent audio/video quality

Koode:

Koodc means ‘with you' is an indepen-

dent OTT platform exclusively for Malayalam
content from the house of Studio Mojo. Koodc
was established to bring attractive content to a
platforir by building a network of leading content
creators and influencers in Malayalam. The team
creates original content for the platform and also
curates lop-notch content from other social media
platforirs like YouTube.

Planet Marathi: Planet Marathi is world's first
OTT platform for Marathi content and was estab-
lished h 2017. with a purpose of bringing rich
cultural infused Marathi cinema across the world
map. Planet Marathi has created a nichc for itself in
Marathi films. Arts and Culture with its exclusive
and aesthetic content,

The OTT platform is breaking stereotypes that
surround the Marathi cinema with their fresh and
real content, which is helping lo change perspec-
tives people might have with regarding ihe stale or
entertainment industry. (IANSIife)
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“Itis health that is real wealth and
notpieces ofgold and silver. ”
— Mahatma Gandhi

The Shillong Times
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Hello Oxford, welcome Harvard
THE ball is finally set rolling. World-renowned
universities are being invited to come and set up
their campuses in India. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) says it is taking baby-steps
in this direction and has released a draft legisla-
tion for public feedback and fine-tuning of the
concept. Ifall goes well, such campuses would
materialize in about two years* time -- in line
with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
released by the Modi government. Universities
like Yale, Oxford and Stanford might step inona
promise thatthey will have autonomy - mean-

ing, they can decide on fee structure, recruitment
of students and faculty. Students from within,
aspiring foreducation on such campuscs. would
themselves be many and this strength could be
complemented by arrivals from other countries
like Nepal or Bangladesh.

Notably, asizable segment of Indian students

who go to foreign universities- mainly from rich
families as also those with educational loans or
scholarships - might continue to prefer a study
abroad. Fact is. many of them mean more than
a study and go mostly to less-reputed universi-
ties in the developed world. Nearly seven lakh
Indian students went abroad forhigher education
in 2022. mainly to the US, Canada. UK and other
European nations. Clearly, their principal aims
are the ample after-study job opportunities and
chances for a permanent living there. The edu-
cated youth, especially the well-endowed ones,
are not comfortable with life here for obvious
reasons. They seek an escape from boredom as
also better working and living conditions.

The present decision is also seen in the
context of the poor performance of Indian uni-
versities in global rankings, year after year - a

progressive foil in esteem to ludicrous levels. A
couple of Indian universities / institutes figure
in the first 200 among a ranking of over 1,500

en

es worldwide. This, in a land known in

ancient times as the world's centre of learning
and scholastic pursuits - as exemplified in the
Nalanda and Takshashila (now in Pakistan).
India ranks 101 among 133 nations as per the
Global Talent Competitiveness Index-2022 -
another steacy fall. All these must be seen in the
widercontextofthe gradual erosion ofstrengths
of every sysicm after a hcad-start in the plan-
ning fora modem India under a visionary leader
like Jawaharlal Nehru. Politics at the center of
the growth process is itselfvitiated by multiple
factors, which amply gels reflected in the poor
quality of the nation's governance. Bringing
foreign universities here - rather than the other
way round, ideally - is by itselfa small step in
the overall cause of empowering/revitalizing

the nation.

Women are
human beings

too!

ILditor.

We were no! even able
to come out of the trauma
of Aaftab Amin Poonawala
strangulating his live-in
partner Shraddha Walkar
and chopping her body into
pieces in May 2022. when
there is another draconian
inhuman incident in Delhi
on New Year's eve, where
a 20-year old woman died
a painful dean after her
scooter was hit by a car and
she was draggeJ under the
car for twelve kilometers.
Her body was torn apart,
her skull fractured and brain
matter missing. Very little
has changed on the ground
sincc (he Nirbhaya gang
rape case that happened on
December 16. 2012. In fact,
we can only say that it has
worsened. | feel emotionally
and mentally upset by read-
ing such horrendous news,
knowing this is the story of
every woman in India ir-
respective of religion, age.

and complexion.

As per the National
Crime Records Bureau re-
port.4.28.278 eases ofcrimc
against women were reg-
istered during 2021. show-
ing an increase of 15.3%
over 2020 (3.71.503 cases).
The majority of cases under
the IPC for crimc against
women were registered under
‘Cruelty by Husband or His
Relatives* (31.8%) followed
by 'Assault on Women with
Intent to Outrage her Mod-
esty’ (20.8%), ‘Kidnapping
& Abduction of Women"
(17.6%) and ’Rape’ (7.4%).
The crimc rate registered
per lakh women population
is 64.5 in 2021 in compari-
son with 56.5 in 2020. The
question (hat we need to ask
ourselves is: why arc the
women of this country not
safe in theirown country?

Since the Agricultural
Revolution, most human so-
cieties have been patriarchal
societies that valued men
more highly than women. So
there needs to be a complete
overhauling of the system -
curing the patriarchal mind-
setby the societies, the state,
and by the system including

Moolamylliang: An Oasis
In the coal mining desert

Moolamylliang is a vil-
lage loeated about 100 ki-
lometers from Shillong the
capital of Meghalaya. It is
located near Sutnga and is
perhaps, one of the oldest
villages in the region. It is
very close to Latyrkc the
temporary headquarter of
Saipung block and about 20
kilometers from Khlichriat.
the District headquarters of
the East Jafttia hills district.
I was also lucky to have
the confidence of the lead-
ers of the church to edit the
history of the Presbyterian
Church from which | learned
about human-tiger conflict
in the area. I'hc incidents of
tigers attack were because
the village is not far from
the Saipung Reserve Forest
and royal Bengal tigers were
roaming free in the region in
the past.

Moolamylliang is now
famous for the Christmas
decoration that the village
installed during the season
from before Christmas till the
beginning of the New Year.
Recently, the village under
the leadership of the Wahch
Chnong Apmon Pachiang has
been in the news for die many
bold innovative ideas that
the village has undertaken.
I'hc village with about 170
households was part of the
Saipung block in the East Ja-
rttia hills district. But what is
not known about this village
is the u-turn that the com-
munity has taken concerning
coal mining

The u-turn

Not surprisingly like any
village in the area, the resi-
dents of the village were and
some stillarc engaged in the
coal mining business. In the
past coal mining isbeing op-
erated even in the village, but
things took a change for the
better when the community
decided to discourage coal
mining in the village. This
change of heart amongst
the villagers happened even
before the N'GT banned coal
mining in the state. Since the
beginning of the year 2000
Moolamylliang had gradually
done away with coal mining
The village has taken the bold
decision even though it is
located right in the heart of
East Jarttia hills which is the
major coal mining area in the
state of Meghalaya.

The leaders of the com-
munity along with the villag-
ers have been able to protecl
their village from the drastic
effects o fcoal mining by do-
ing three things. The village
did not allow coal mining
within the boundaries of the
village and also prohibited
dumping or stockpiling of
coal in the vicinity of the
village. The leaders of the
community also cncouraged
tree plantation in the village
and its vicinity by collaborat-
ing with the District Forest
Officer, West Jartlia hills
district. It was in one of the
three plantations programs
that were organized by the
village in collaboration with
the Forest Department in the
early part of 2000 that I first
came into contact with lead-

the legal system
Yours ctc.
Dr. Omatiin Kyndiah.
Via email

Lessons for
voters: Beware

of another
NPP-led Govt
Editor,

Asan observer of the state
of affairs in Meghalaya it is
a disgrace for media manag-
ers of the NPP that the Chief
Minister had to break his si-
lence only aftera lot o fnoise
and protests were raised
against the Assam govern-
ment's directive to conduct
a survey of Christians in that
state. The duplicity of the
NPP leadership has shown
that the NPP- led, MDA
government has no voice in
matters related directly with
its stepmother the BJP, from
unprovoked killing of vil-
lagers at Mukroh to illegal
encroachment by Assam,
to scams and scandals. The
dulcsuffive.uid ten tliousaiid
cannot change a person's

By H.Il.Mohrmen

ers of the community that
included Ma Dame Rvmbai
and others

By doing to. the village
wasable to keep its surround-
ings free of pollution and
more importaitly, the water
around the village remains
clean and fit for human use
The trees people planted
makes the village look green
and the ability of the com-
munity to kc;p the village

also disallowed dumping
and stockpiling of coal in
the village, but they went a
step ahead and looked for
ways to close the exhausted
mines. Dame Rymbai one of
the leaders o f the village last
year during the Jovvai town
waste imbroglio had offered
to the government to dump
the waste in his abandoned
mine. When even the govern-
ment has not contemplated

Moolamylliang is now famous for the
Christmas decoration that the village
installed during the season from
before Christmas till the beginning of

the New Year. Recently

the village

under the leadership ofthe Waheh
Chnong Apmon Pachiang has been in
the news for the many bold innovative
ideas that the village has undertaken.
The village with about 170 households
was partofthe Saipung block in the
EastJahtia hills district But what s
notknown aboutthis village is the
u-turn that the community has taken
concerning coal mining.

clean makes it unique in its
way. The villagers arc also
trying to rcclam Wah Kwai
which was once polluted by
coal mining activities,
Clean and Green
This i

closing all exhausted coal
mines in the state, leaders
of the village arc forward-
looking and planned to close
the abandoned mines in the

th

like an oasis in the middle of
the coal minirg desert in the
East Jarttia hills district. Now
if one visits tltc village one
would notonly sec how clean
the village is tul the village
is also made beautiful by the

village. This is progressive
inkingand forward-looking

altitude by the leader of the
village because not even the
government has come up
with a policy to elose the ex-
hausted coal mine in the coal
mining arcas in the state.

The Christmas decoration

Molamylliang is a classic case of
community-led environmentconservation
atitis best, which is also the reason why

the conservation effortis successful.
Moolamylliang conservation could also
be amodelfor the other mining villages in
the state. Nexttime when we visit
Moolamylliang to witness the Christmas
decorations please also rememberthe
conservation storyin the village which
was the starting Eoinltofthe change that
is happenln%ln the wIIa?e. Itis the story
thatproves that Molam Ilang has indeed

become an oasis in the mi

dle ofthe

mining desert of the region.

trees that have been planted
all around the village. The
village with well-trimmed
trees is a feast for the eyes.
The village is kept clcan all
year round are! the magnifi-
cent church in the middle of
the village also adds to the
beauty of the village. It is
perhaps the cleanest village
in (I EastJaiViahillsdistrict
C. Syitialso sad that to make
the village beautiful, the trees
were trimmed by the com-
munity twice ayear.
Closing the mines
The people in the village
not only stopped mining and

fortune and perhaps even the
heavens would find it difficult
to table the omissions and
commissions of the MDA
government Itd by the NPP
and BJP. Voters should not
forget lest we become inheri-
tors of another scam tainted
government led by the NPP.
Yoursetc..

D:>minic Stadlin

Wankhar

Via email

Poll battle
betw een financial
might and

policymakers

iiditor.

Nongkrem Constituency
is the subject of a lot of
discussions rght now, and
there are various claims that
money has been utilized to
influence voters in order to
win the upcoming elections
The election campaign in
the Nongkrem Constituency
will focus or, two themes:
“the people’s free will" and
"iiii[>iuljci influence fiuui
money.

The uniqueness of this
village is also because once a
year on the arrival o Christ-
mas, the village is decorated
with colorful lights which
attract visitors from far and
wide. The light decoration
is kept till the beginning of
the New Year for people to
come and enjoy the sight. C.
SyTti one of the leaders of the
village said that it was not in
theirmind to attract people to
the village when they started

the leaderso fthe village spent
lakhs of rupees every year to
beautify the village during
the festive season. This year
they spent not less than fifteen
lakhs rupees on dccoration

To make the celebration
more attractive the organiz-
ing committee of the dor-
bar chnong also organized a
Christmas concert on Christ-
mas eve and a New Year
concert on New Year's eve
This year on average about
2000 visitors visited the vil-
lage daily to sec and enjoy the
striking Christmas dccoration.
On Christmas eve the village
was packcd with visitors and
about 5000 tourists visited
the village.

Plans for the Future

The villagers were not
disheartened by the fact tint
till today tlic government has
not provided them with any
kind of support. Despite the
challenges next year they
plan to extend the decoration
much further to cover not
only the facade of the village
but the entire village. This
also means that the commu-
nity will have to increase its
budget next year.

The leaders of the village
wish to make their village a
tourist spot that can attract
tourists all year round. They
wish that the village could
attract tourists to the village
notonly during the Christmas
and New Year seasons, and
for that they need to have
activities that can attract tour-
ists to the village. One of the
potential tourist attractions
in the village that is yet to be
exploited is the river Kwai.
River Kwai which is part of
the village can help enhance
the potential of the village to
attract more tourists, but the
river has to be reclaimed first.
Tlc people o fthe village have
already started the process of
reclaiming the river which
was affected by acid mine
drainage from coal mines
upstream o f the river.

The village is also close to
Nongkhlich which I call the
cave capital of Meghalaya,
hence it can also be a base
camp for people who wish
to undertake cave tourism in
the region

The beginning and the

basis of the story

The conservation efforts
in the village started with
the community and by the
community and it was car-
ried by the people of the
village without any external
support. Molamylliang is a
classic case o fcommunity-led
environment conservation at
it is best, which is also the
reason why the conservation
effort is successful. Moolam-
ylliang conservation could
also be a model for the other
mining villages in titc state
Next time when we visit
Moolamylliang to witness the
Christmas decorations please
also remember the conserva-
tion story in the village which
was the starting point of the
change that is happening in
the village. Itis the story that

the Christmas d
Since they started installing
the decoration in 2019, the
community and particularly

Ifa candidate with finan-
cial clout wins the election,
people from other parts oftitc
state will view the people of
Nongkrem Constituency as
morons who arc easily de-
ceived by money. However,
ifa candidate with principles
and with no financial might
wins the prestigious scat, it
will go down in history as
an election where people
exercised their mandate with
a free mind and a clear con-
science. True democracy will
triumph, and it will serve as
an example for the state and
the nation

What docs the Nongkrem
Constituency need? Non-
gkrem Constituency is the
gateway for other districts
to enter Shillong. It has the
potential to become one of
the flourishing constituencies
in the state, but our leaders
have failed to realize it. Our
Constituency needs Govern-
ment Schools. Government
Colleges, land support for the
farmers, water, ctc. Water is
one of the problems which
Laitkor faces, and Member
of the Legislative Assembly
(MLA) have come and gone

proves that g has
indeed become an oasis inthe
middle ofthe mini tof

(SI1X)

India’s North East gets big infra push
with 57 km railway line to Bhutan

Border transport
needs a boost to meet
Chinese challenge

ByAran Kantar Shrivastav

India’s North-East has
seen several major infrastruc-
ture projects in the past few
years. The latest is a 57 km
broad gaujic railway line be-
tween India's Kokrajhar and
Bhutan'sOclcphu, for which
the work is going to start this
year. This would be Bhutan's
first railway project and one
of the five railway projects
for which India and Bhutan
had signed an MolJ in 2005.
The Kokrajhar-Gclephu rail-
way line project's estimated
cost is $130 million and
the prelim nary engineering
work is about to complete
In this context, a meeting
between Bhutan and Indian
Railway officials was held
lost month in Guwahati to
expedite tic construction of
the fiverail lines listed in the
2005 MoU.

India’s push to extend its
rail links o Bhutan follows
enhanced rail connectivity
with Bangladesh and Nepal.
Three weekly trains are run-
ning from Kolkata and New
Jalpaiguri lo Dhaka.

However. India’s push
for connectivity in the land-
locked andmajorly neglected
Northeast seems tobe spurred
by similar developments
in China, whose 435-km
electrified rail link between
Lhasa and Nyongchi. which

was opened in 2021 passes a
short distance from Arunach-
al Pradesh. Another Chinese
project in that region, the
250-km  Lhasa-Xigazc rail-
way line, «ill cross a close
distance fram Sikkim. As if
these were not enough for
India’s discomfort, an 825-
km rail line connecting Hotan
in southwestern Xinjiangand
Ruogiang in southeastern
Xinjiang will pass close to
Ladakh.

These n.il lines promise to
conncctChina's remote arcas

Besides cross-border rail
connectivity, North-Eastern
states arc also slated to get
dircct international air con-
nectivity from airports in
Manipur. Tripura, and As-
sam. Under the Ministry of
Civil Aviation's Internation-
al Air Connectivity Scheme
(IACS). these airports would
handle direct flights to and
from Bangkok. Kathmandu.
Dhaka. Mandalay. Hanoi,
Kunming, and Chittagong
The airports in the three
North-Eastern states arc
currently being upgraded for
this purpose.

So, the news is India's
North-East is gradually
moving from obscurity and
ncglect to spotlight and
prominence, if we consid-
er the infrastructure being
built across the border in
China, and the multi-modal
transit hub involving India.
Bangladesh, and Myanmar,
there is a significant uptick
in how that entire region is
being enabled to harness its
potential

While China’s road and
rail infrastructure close to
India's borders is a serious
challenge for Indian secu-
rity establishments, in a
peacetime environment, they
can significantly improve
the mobility of people and

goods in the region. They
also conncct a large cross-
border land mass by road,
rail, and air giving the feel-
ingofan Asian Union, along
the lines of the European
Union, in the works

For a traveller, it's an
cxciting proposition to be
able to visit Bhutan and
Tibet by train or travel from
India to several South-East
Asian nations by road. Being
able to fly from Imphal to
Bangkok and other destina-
tions by dircct flight can

the region

but none has indeed solved
the issue. There are numerous
new water tanks in Laitkor.
but they arc useless as none
is functional and lacks the
pipelines to fill the tanks with
water.

Candidates are using their
financial clout to dcccive the
populace by handing out cash
and blankets, and by doing so,
the populace is made to smile
and forget about the issues
we face. People need to think
strategically and speak up for
the constituency’s growth:
we shouldn't be content with
short-term wins. The funds
that the politicians arc using
to buy votes could be used
to establish a high-quality
schools that would benefit
the constituents; to buy pipe
and lay the pipelines for the
tanks, or both

Yours etc.,
Kenneth Nongsiej.
Via email

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ol thewriter,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only ledtart with the requHIt*
detailswill be published

with high-speed electrified
railways. Hut they also pose
serious stntcgic challenges
for India and piovoke global
sensitivity on Tibet.

Meanwhile, in 2014, Ar-
unachal Pradesh was brought
to the Indian Railway map
for the first time by linking
Naharlagun. Now. three new
rail linesar; beingbuilt in the
state. These arc the 248-kni
North Lakhimpur »Silapathar
line. 378-km Bhalukpong
- Tawang line, and the 227-
km Pasighat - Rupai line
Together ticy add nearly 800
km of new railway tracks in
India’s remotest outpost.

In April 2021, the 35-km
Jaynagar-Kurta section o the
68.7-km Jaynagar-Bijalpura-
Bardibas rail project was
inaugurate! by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Nepalese Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba. Other
cross-border rail projects
involving India include 15-
km Agartala-Akhaura (Ban-
gladesh), which is almost
ready. The 18.6-km Jogbani -
Biratnagar (Nepal) railway
line has also made signifi-
cant progress with the first
8-km stretch ready except for
civil construction work for
whirh rontmels have heon
awarded.

be a completely
experience for the North-
eastern people.

All these prospects make
the North-East the new sun-
rise destination. Whether
it's real estate or tourism,
India’s traditional attractions
arc bound to lose some of
their charm as the North-
East prospers and finds its
due place in India's growth
story. Tliceconomic succcss
of India in recent years is
much attributed to its focus
on increasing connectivity
within the country by build-
ing roads and new airports.
These infrastructure facili-
ties provide people access
to new markets. This is like
awakening from darkness
to light, from despair to
hope, from helplessness to
positivity.

The road link between
India and Bhutan and the
expansion of the rail net-
work in Arunachal Pradesh
arc India's way to respond
to the Chinese initiatives in
their part of the geography.
But Indian initiativ es exhibit
the country’sconfident steps
towards rcimagining the
development and prosperity
of its North-Eastern states.
(1PA Service)
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Ethical tourism imperative
THE 34-page draft tourism policy ofthe Government
of Meghalaya released in 2022 comes 11 years after
the Tourism policy 0f2011. In the intervening period
so much has changed and so many new destinations
were discovered and promoted. The Draft Tourism
Policy is comprehensive and looks after every detail
involved in promoting sustainable and responsible
tourism. The Government has sought public respons-
es. especially ftom tour operators and communities
running tourisminfrastnicture. Undoubtedly, tourism
in Meghalaya isbooming and as 0f 2019 there were
12.7 lakh visitors of whom 25,000 were foreigners.
In between Covid had dampened the tourism and
hospitality sector but they have slowly recovered.
According to government estimates tourism provides
livelihoods to about 50,000 people.

In 2013 the Meghalaya Rural Tourism Cooperative
Federation Limited (MRTCFL) was incorporated to
provide financial support, guidance and technical
and tourism management skills to primary tourism

co-operati

in the tourist ¢

. This

works well because the communities themselves
bccome the piimuiy Makchuldcis and llic Tom ism
Department can work through these societies. The
MRTCEF is a critical institution as destinations in
rural Meghalaya are much sought afterand a vibrant
community-led tourism model is most viable in the
circumstances. The Tourism Department has been
working with lhese registered societies and sup-
porting the creation o faccommodation, viewpoints,

toilet facilities ct al.

Sincc Meghalaya cannot sustain manufacturing
industries that are highly polluting, tourism is the
best and most sustainable form of livelihood pro-
vided the destinations do not exceed their carrying
capacity and are ultimately abandoned by high end
tourists. Carrying capacity is therefore an issue that
the communities need to be aware o fbecause it is not
the government’s responsibility to restrict footfalls.
That is the brie:'of the tourism co-operative societ-
ies. The other point that merits serious discussion
is the pricing of tourism products. For instance, the
mesmerising sunrise at Nongjrong which is awe-
inspiring costa visitoronly Rs 30. This is what turns
a destination into a mass tourism product. Hence
training in product pricing is integral. Communities
should guard against the temptation to increase foot-
falls without being able to provide the tourists their
'aha’ moment cr memorable narratives. The ability
to create narratives around tourism destinations is
what is missing in Meghalaya. If there is one issue
that poses a danger to tourism in Meghalaya it would
be over-exploitation ofsome of the beaten tracks to
the point that communities themselves feel a sense
ofintrusion and no longer welcome the sight of tour-
ists. This happens especially in small villages when
people's lives are disrupted by noisy often drunken
tourists. On Saturday morning the Umiam viewpoint
was choc-a- bloc with visitorsarriving in buses. The
tourists stopped at the viewpoint but there was not a
single tour guide to explain to them the genesis o fthe
Umiam Lake. The Draft Tourism Policy envisages to
carry out carrying-capacity studies in eco-scnsitivc
destinations. This is timely so that mechanisms can
be developed tc ensure the sustainability of tourism

as a livelihood.

Pujas are not
for vulgar
parties

Editor,

First of all m> kudos to
satit Gewali for aiiaing the
genuine issue regarding vio-
lation of the sanctity of puja
and spiritual celebrations
through his letter - "Christ-
mas not for unholy- parties,”
(ST Dee 31.20221.1find the
letter very through-provok-
ing. 1could not stop myself
from writing to yourcolumn.
Fully agreeing with Robert
Lyngdoh and Rupcsh Nath
for their valuable feedback
1also want to put across my
humble opinion. My firm be-
liefis that if wc do not raise
our voices the situation will
go from bad to worse.

Nowhere in any religious
holy book can one can find
anything at all that encour-
ages negative activities in the
name of celebrating a reli-
gious festival. TheBhagavad
Gita strictly mentions that
any type of sense gratifica-
tion and God’s devotion
cannot happen together
They are completely op-
posite phenomena like the
“devil and God", or "night
and day.” Hence ihe Hindu
scriptures prescribe during
Durga Puja that a devotee
sliuuld obscive luiuplcty
fasting without even taking
solid food, except fruits and
water. The purpose behind

this is not to overburden
the biological organs. This
results in the purification of
the mind and heart. Modem
sciencc also has proved now
that occasional fasting in-
creases the human immune
system raising mental calm-
ness and patience. Devotion
to God’s througha pure mind
and heart finally leads to
awakening our conscious-
ness. There is no bigger sin
than to incorporate vulgar-
ity and sense indulgences
in any auspicious occasion
1 have been observing this
immoral development for
over a decade and it is get-
ting more worse with each
year passing. | must confess
that many of my Muslim
and Christian friends put
me ina difficult situation by
asking questions about why
during Hindu pujas, Hindus
enjoy Bollywood dances
and hold drinking parties.
They are right because such
rowdy panics often end up in
brawls. Instead of peace and
harmony, wc witness vio-
lence during puja and police
intervention. Is needed. Is it
notshameful? All these facts
have disturbed my mind for
many years. Ilope this letter
with my viewpoints based on
religious scriptures, will be
read by our CPC members
Being a human being, one
should be able to differenti-
ate between sin and virtue.
Puja organizers should not
encourage any negative ac-
tivities. Better, they do not

Delay in Conducting
Census & its Consequences

India lias had a tradition
of conducting a national
census, every ten years, for
more than a century. It is
one of the few countries in
the world, not just among
developing ones, to have
had and maintained this
hallowed tradition. The data
that is collected is fairly
authentic, and the exercise
is done with a great deal of
integrity. Research using
India’s census data has pro-
duced thousands o f doctor-
ates. new insights into his-
toric policies (both blunders
and successes), assisted in
various fields, and areas
besides which the ccnsus
data has also provided a
reliable economic history
of the nation. The decadal
ccnsus not only captures
increases in popula-
tion. households, fam-
ily units, butalso gives
detailed granular data
on distribution oi age,
literacy, fertility and
migration.

The census can also
throw light on econom-

ic status indicators such \2

as employment and
income, although the
latter is in the domain
ofthe National Statisti-
cal Office (NSO). The
conduct of the census
is under the Registrar
General of India, which
is under the Home
Ministry, whereas the
NSSO is under the
Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation (MOSPI).
The 2021 census of
India was to be carried
out in two phases, the
first is counting of dwell-
ings and houses, and the
second is enumeration of
the population. The govern-
ment notified its intent via
a gazette in March 2019 of
conducting the oncc-in-a-
decade census. Before a
ccnsus exercise commenc-
es. it is important to freeze
thejurisdictional limits such
as towns, villages, districts
and ccnsus towns. The first
phase was to be conducted
from April to September
2020. and the second phase
thereafter, so that by mid
2021 the preliminary num-
bers would be ready for
release. The pandemic up-
set this timetable. Initially
the freezing of boundaries
was postponed till the end
0f 2020. and then again till
the end 02021 Therc have
been three postponements
since then, and the latest
notice from the Registrar
General of India (which is
under the Home Ministry)
says that the deadline for
freezing of boundaries is
extended to the end of June

organize the puja function if
the organizers cannot impart
values to the believers.
Hence my humble sub-
mission to the Central Puja
Committee and religious
leaders from other faiths is
to completely ban immoral
activities and entertainment
during pujaor during Christ-
mas as requested by a previ-
ous writer Rupcsh Nath and
Robert Lyngdoh.
Yoursetc.,
Suraj Biswa.
Shillong

Flights should
stop serving
alcohol

Editor,

This has reference to the
incident of peeing by a pas-
senger on a senior lady co-
passenger in an Air India
flight. It's unfonunatc that
everyone is pointing towards
the actions or inactions of
the Al pilot and staff and
raising issues of regulatory
framework for controlling
the unruly behaviour, but
no one is raising questions
about the root cause of the
incident - which is alcohol-
ism. Why should anyone in
(lights be allowed to drink
alcohol in any class? What's
such a great need? Why
can't alcohol lovers restrain
their urge for a few hours?
Why should someone who

By Ajit Rututde

2023. Giver that it takes
about ten or eleven months
for the ccnsis exercise to
be properly conducted, it
could interfere with the
national elections due to
be held in April or May
2024. Effectively it thus ap-
pears that the 2021 census
has been pu. off by four
years, using the pandemic
and vaccination drive as
an alibi. It will be difficult
to conduct the census un-
less a much shortened and
hence an imperfect method
is used between July 2023
and March 2024. But that
is unlikely.

This has huge conse-
quences. Firstly, the Na-

tional Food Security Act
mandates that 75 percento f
rural, and 50 percent of ur-
ban householJs be covered
by the Act. The government
recently made NFSA en-
titlement fret for 81 crorc
people. But this number

Program) could miss their
target by a huge margin
since accurate ccnsus es-
timates arc not available.
The budgeting for these
programs needs to have an
accurate estimate o fthe size
ofthe beneficiaries.
Thirdly. India badly
needs accurate information
about migrants. A migrant
is defined in the ccnsus as
oik*who works in a place
different from the place of
birth. How many migrants
arc therc? How many sea-
sonal and how many long
term? The covid lockdown
revealed lakhs (or maybe
crores) of people who were
migrant city workers had

to make a long trek back to
theirvillages on foot. Only
aproperand updated ccnsus
can throw light on the true
migrant picture. Fourth,
is the assessment of vari-
ous schemes and programs
of the government. What

“Thegovernment recently made
NFSA entitlementfreefor 81 crore
people. But this number is based on
the 2011 census. Population projections
till 2022. suggest that the number is short
by at least 10 cmtv.”

is based on the 2011 cen-
sus. Population projections
till 2022. suggest that the
numbcr is short by at least
10 crorc. Tlut has serious
implications for the food
security and nutrition sta-
tus of a large number of
households, especially the
children. Secondly, various
other government schemes,
like pensions for the elderly
(National Social Assistance

doesn't even like the smell
of the alcohol, be made to
suffer it by sitting next to a
passenger wlo has an insa-
tiable appetite for alcohol?
Like smoking, a time has
come when drinking alcohol
should not be permitted on
flights. India.being the land
of Mahatma (iandhi, should
take a lead in setting that
example.
setc..
Anoop Kumar Srivastava
Via cmai

Old pension
scheme(OPS)
vs New pension
scheme (NPS)

Editor,

We may bear recall that
pension systems had been
first introduced by our Brit-
ish admini

is the status of the Prime
Minister's Awas (housing)
Yojana? How many toilets
built under Swachh Bharat
arc functioning? W hat is the
status of piped water supply
to households? Thousands
of such questions can be
answered when we anal-
yse granular data from the
census. The census is not a
substitute fora government
audit or a social audit. But

Vajpayee government pos-
tulated that pension funds
contributed to the market
under NPS would go a long
way to pay rich dividends to
the Government employees
but such a pipe dream has
now no takers among a large
section of the latter given
dial Sensex while upping a
two- digit fold between 2004
+2022. the cumulative finan-
cial returns percolating onto
the employees have been far
from expectations. This is
amplified by the glaring fact
that an employee drawing
a basic scale of Rs 35.500
per month under NPS will
receive a lamentable sum
ofaround Rs 2.400 as pen-
sion! Contrasting this to his1
her counterpart who retires
under OPS and will cam a
pension of Rs 15,200 per
month or thereabouts.
Markedly, such gargan-
tuan disparity has unleashed

way back
in 1881 for the societal wel-

tion in the rank and file of
the

fare of their emp and
their respective families,
enabling them to live a dig-
nified life anti thereby avoid
a hand to mouth existence
post retirement and having
dedicated a creamy pan of
their youthful life serving
the government. Evidently, it
was aftera prolonged gapof
123 years that the BJP gov-
ernmentunder AB Vajpayee
had unreservedly dispensed
with this serviceable pack-
age hitherto availed by the
white collar personnel! The

Incidentally, it also ironi-
cally connotes that a Grade
IV staff like sweeper, mali,
chawkidaretc. who superan-
nuate in the process of OPS
can be in a much higher
financial leverage than an
officcr retiring on NPS re-
gime!

In short the NPS zeroes
inon the fact that when the
governmentemployeesretire
all governmental liabilities
towards such incumbcents
end up lock stock and bar-

since its data is authentic
and verifiable, it can throw
an effective spotlight and
serves as a tool for ensur-
ing accountability from the
government.

That is why the 2001
report of the Dr. Ranga-
rajan Commission report
on an overhaul of India's
Statistical System is very
important. It has recom-
mended the establishment
of a permanent commis-
sion on Statistics to serve
as a nodal and empow-
ered body, answerable to
Parliament and not to the
government. That s still an
unfinished business in spirit
at least. An empowered
NSC (National Statistical
Commission) would work
in coordination with the

Registrar General of India
(RGI) who is responsible
for the censusand is under
the Home Ministry.
Credible, authentic
data is like a public good.
Hence its collection re-
quires a great deal of in-
tegrity, and also regularity
and predictability. A lotof
public and private plan-
ning as well as economic
activity depends on public
data, be it on popula-
tion, GDP. consumption,
movement of migrants or
distribution o fincome and
wealth. A few years ago.
the detailed survey-based
data on consumer expen-
diture. conducted under
the authority of NSC was
suppressed. In protest or
otherwise, all members
ofthe NSC resigned. Now
the NSC has been recon-
stituted. But this is reason
for disquiet. The basis for
authenticity and reliability
of public data, be it ccnsus
or cconomy is the trust
people place in the bod-
ies entrusted with collect-
ing the data. Any delay or
abrupt suppression is cause
for distrust. Even if there
arc imperfections it is best
to release the data for the
public at lat'ge. and experts
toanalye and dissect it. The
present delay in conduct-
ing the national ccnsus,
when even our South Asian
neighbours have conducted
theirs, despite covid diffi-
culties, iscause forconcern
Itis best if the government
finds a way of shortening
the process, using modem
digital techniques to quickly
and in real-time triangulate
and validate the data, and
release preliminary data
into the public domain al
the earliest.

(Dr. Ajit Runade is a
noted economist) (Syndi-
cate: The Billion Press)
(e/nail: editor(q>thebillion-
press.org)

rel. It is reported that there
is a pan India movement
amongst the government
employees against the NPS.
Taking the instance of our
state of Meghalaya, in my
fortuitous correspondence
with large section o femploy-
ees. who have joined ser-
vices after 31 March,2010,
have stated that the axe of
NPS mechanism will fall
on them by mid 2030s on-
wards when they shall have
attained superannuation .
Titus, ending in a financial
catastrophe of sorts. Virtu-
ally all the non-BJP ruled
states have reverted to OPS
like Rajasthan. Chattisgarh.
Punjab and counting.

As Meghalaya Assembly
elections will be held sooner
than later, some political
experts have opined that if
BJP. NPPand for that matter
even the prominent regional
parties capture power the
restoration of OPS could
bccome next to impossible
as these political players arc
one of the components of
the NEDA overall remotely
controlled by the Safi'ron
government at the Centre

Yours etc.,
Jerome K Diengdoh,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the vicwg of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Ral ul Gandhi's BJY contributing
to Congress revival

Congress may finally
benefit when dissidents

reconcile with their leader
By Sttshil Kutty

Has Rahul Gan-
dhi's “Bliarat Jodo Yatra’
achieved what it set out
to? What was it that Rahul
Gandhi wanted to unify?
His party went to picccs
here, ther: and everywhere,
wherever it had lost elec-
tions. and in states where
the Congress was robbed
of its hanl-fought victories
by Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi's central investigative
agencies'. Then, tlicre were
individual Congress lead-
ers. like J&K heavyweight
Ghulam Nabi Azad. who
took offvith abunch ofthe
like mindixl. which also left
the grand old party broken
it notdcdmatcd

Now. as Bharat Jodo
Yatra closes the gap with fi-
nal destination Lal-Chowk

in Srinagar with every pass-
ing day o« the road, some of
the Congress leaders who
stalked outofthe party with
Ghulam Nabi Azad have re-
turned to ihe Congress fold,
proving ficy'rc confirmed
turncoats In fact, tlicrc was
talk ofAzad himself set to
return.

That did not happen.
Azad scoichcd the rumours.
The real breakthrough of
BJY is that more and more
of the Congress rank and
file arc impressed by Rahul
Gandhi's BJY.and inclined
to join him on the road
to Congress revival. Tens
and thousands of them are
trailing he Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Congress grassroots
who have been galvanized
by the ncw-look Rahul
Gandhi with his newfound
assertivcacss.

The biggest BJY-cffcct
is in the fresh perception
that Rahul (iandhi is not the
*Pappu’ he was made outto
be. Today, after more than
3000 km on the move, the
Gandhi scion is a ‘person
of substance'. somebody
who knows his mind, and
who speaks his mind. The
*Pappu imagc’on which the
BJP had invested time, en-
ergy and rupees on is gone
with the BJY wind,

There arc also the Con-
gress leaders who feci be-
trayed by the BJY. Ageing
Congress'nctas' who feared
their time was up. Lead-
ers like Azad and Anand
Shanna. Kapil Sibal and...
Those wlo were quite used
to Rahul's ‘Pappu-image’,
and had nurtured it in their
own small, little ways. If
Azad and Sibal left the
Congress, it was because
they saw no future in the
Congress, and for the Con-
gress. But. now after what
we sec of Bharat Jodo Ya-
tra. therc must have been
“return” signals. However,
those signals haven't been
reciprocated. On the con-
trary, Congress leaders like
Kamalnath have made it
clear that those who be-
trayed the Congress and
tite Gandlti family have no
place in the Congress, even
if they came with folded

hands.

Also, that rebel cabal,
the G23. has disappeared,
remaining only in title.
Nobody talks of the G23
any longer. It's as if the
group was never there. In
fact, most of the G23 have
come out in praise o fGan-
dhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra.
Some, like Shashi Tharoor
have actually walked along-
side Rahul Gandhi. The
fact is, one or the other
Nchru-Gandhi has always
led the Congress without
conditions attached. Today.
Rahul Gandhi isgctting the
same acceptance.

Tite Bharat Jodo Yatra
doesn't matter whose idea
it was. has returned the
Congress to the Gandhi
family. This after a sense

of foreboding that the 137-
ycar-old party was slipping
out of the Nchru-Gandhi
family's grip, especially
after the G23 wrote the
obituary ofthe Gandhi fam-
ily's hold over the Congress
in a letter to Sonia Gandhi
leaked to the Press.

Today, the Bharat Jodo
Yatra is making people and
political parties sit up and
take notice. At home and
abroad. There arc questions
being asked. For example,
what if the Bharat Jodo
Yatra had been ‘Kashmir
to Kanyakumari'? W hat
if. instead of a straight-line
path, it had taken a zigzag
route covering more states,
and lasting a longer length
oftime?

Andhow has the Bluirat
Jodo Yatra affected the
Bharatiya Janata Party, and
the Modi government? The
Bharatiya Janata Party has
continuously acted as if the
BJY wasofnoaccount. But
the manner in which the
Narcndra Modi government
has behaved gives clues that
the BJY has disturbed the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

With Rahul Gandhi on
the road for over a 100-
plus days, and the optics it
has given to the country at
large, the BJP is nervous,
and confused. The nervous-
ness is showing in the BJP
spokesperson-speak. They
cannot get their minds oft
Bharat Jodo Yatra. And
their tongues around the
right words! The BJY is
consuming them. So far, the
BJP has no concrete plan to
halt the BJY ’s progress. The
Covid-19 excuse was still-
born. As of now, the Bharat
Jodo Yatra is unstoppable

If anything, the Bharat
Jodo Yatra appears to
have caused fissures in
the ‘Sangh Parivar. Sud-
denly, RSS functionaries
and Sanghi priests arc com-
ing out in support of BJY
and arc praising tite "young
man walking for 3000 ki-
lometre". All of a sudden,
the BJP is unsure of its
committed Hindu base
Rahul TapasvilGandhi's
“abhay mudra* is giving the
BJP sleepless nights. (I>A
Service)
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Caste and census
THE Bihar government is currently holding a
caste census even as a debate on its advisability
ison. Political calculations arc obviously behind
this move by chiefminister and JDU chiefNitish
Kumar with support from his alliance partner,

the RJI). Ideally, the society should rise above
considerations of caste, creed, race and reli-
gion. At the same time, in a nation where many
aspccts arc decided on the basis of castc, as in
the case of reservations to deprived sections of

the population, castc cannot be wished away.
This is a fac: of life and the grip ofcastc over
social life is increasing, rather than decreasing
ever sincc Independence. Caste-based parties
are functional and there's no bar on them. They
are wielding power, as is also the case with
states like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, where the
prominent regional parties arc led by the Yadavs.
Evergreen Nitish Kumar who repeatedly held
the CM’s pest in Bihar also has his mainstay
with some backward castes including his own

Kurmis. Castc is the basis for several political
establishments, either overtly or covertly, across

India.

This being so, it needs a clarification as to
why the central government has avoided doing
a castc-based census and argued against such
a step in the Supreme Court. The government
may have its own reasons, which should not be
ignored either. What it told the court was that
this was not a practical proposition, though this
had not been elaborated in detail. Moreover, the
central government under the UPAII and the two
NDA dispensations under Narcndra Modi too
held back the caste-based data collected during
the 2011 Census. An allegation is that the for-

ward communities are wary ofsuch acensus as it
could lead to provisions for more benefits to the
backward communities, who form more than 50
percent ofthe population. The BCs. though, are
adivided lotand split into different communities
that arc inimical to each other when itcomes to
gaining governmental benefits. The Yadavs in
UP and Bihar allegedly gained more benefits
underthe ruleofSPand RJD, while other back-
ward communities were largely ignored. This
led to the fal. of their governments and the BJP
stepped in with the promise of “inclusiveness”,

meaning mainly the inclusivencss of various

Hindu communities.

With due regard to all these, a castc-ccnsus is
not a bad idea. Other states might follow suit.
Facts arc sacred and benefits to each segmentof
the population should not be provided, based on
the whims of those who govern the nation.

Why crimes
against women
go unreported

Fditor,

1'am writing in response
to DrOmarlin Kyndiah's
letter, "Women arc human
beings too! (ST, Jan 9.2023)
In my opinion. | feel society
is largely numb to crimes
against women. | am in
strong agreement with Dr
Kyndiah's views. Patriarchy
is one big rcascn and sincc
this is steeped inreligion and
culture, it has become the in-
bred mindset o fthe people. |
ani sure there arc unrcportcd
cases of rape, molestation
and domestic \iolcnce be-
cause women arc afraid to
come forward to report such
cases. Hicy arc discouraged
from doing so. Some are
fearful of social stigma and
what awaits other family
members in ease of a crime
reported, resultiig in silence
from reporting. According
to report by Livemint, about
99 percent o fcasesofscxual
violence go unrcportcd. this
suggest that the ibscncc ofa
strong law against rape and

assaults is the only factor
behind the low reporting.
There arc other factors at
play, including mist deficit
in the law enforcing agen-
cies and low conviction
rates in such crimes that
prevent women from rqx>rt-
ing sexual assaults. Change
should start from home and
at the level of the clan, then
the locality, village, stateand
the country.
Yours etc..
F F J Syngai.
Via email

BJP a confused
part)

Fditor,

BJP had launched a new
program which indicates that
the Parly is in a confused
stage and docs noi know liow
lo tackle ihe goodwill being
creatcd among the common
masses on account of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra being
carried on by Rahul Gandhi
The Party’s state of confu-
sion can be judged from the
name of ihe program ‘Bind
India’ which is the Fnglish
version of Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Supporting agriculture in
Meghalaya: The way ahead

The dates for the 2023
Meghalaya Assembly elec-
tions will be shortly an-
nounced. Concurrently,
many parties have also
announced their first listof
candidates. Very soon the
final list will be released as
well. While there is greater
clarity in the identity o f the
candidates contesting the
upcoming elections, the
manifestos of the different
partiesarcyet to be released
This is very crucial because
it will reveal the vision
or lack of it among those
aspiring to form the next
government. Nevertheless,
whenever these arc released
agriculture will have to be
an important item and the
manifestos must inform the
public about the proposed
roadmap for the future.
This is important for many
reasons

The 2011 Census re-
vealed that around 80% of
the population in Meghala-
ya is rural. Updated figures
are not available sincc the
2021 Census has not been
conducted. But extrapolat-
ing from the past historical
urbaniA'ition rates in India,
it is fairly safe to assume
that more than 70% of the
population will continue
lo be rural. This popula-
tion. whether directly or
indirectly depends on ag-
riculture. When it comes
to contribution to GDP,
though, agriculture and
allied activities contribute
only 19% albeit making up
almost90% of the total con-
tribution from the Primary
Sector. This, however, is an
underestimation.

When the agrifood food
value chain is considered,
which includes not just
the agricultural value (the
wages, rent, anti profit for
producing an agricultural
commodity) but aggre-
gates it with the processing
value, manufacturing value,
wholesale value and retail
value, i.e., all the stages
from the farm lo the con-
sumer. the actual contribu-
tion of agriculture is much
higher. This is known as
the “tower of value added"
approach and has been
explained very succinctly
in the 2022 FAO report
“The Future of Food and
Agriculture: Drivers and
Triggers for Transforma-
tion”. Put simply, the "tower
of value added” approach
reveals that at "a fundamen-
tal level, agriculture and
other raw materials sectors
are the foundation of the
whole economy.” Hence,
considering the propor-
tion of the rural population
and the value it creates for
the economy, agriculture
should be an important
issue in the upcoming as-
sembly elections.

Ihe ruling MDA (Me-
ghalaya Democratic Al-
liance) has a head start
compared to others when it
comes to a roadmap forag-
riculture. Launched in Sep-

The Party is unaware of the
impact of the Old Pension
Schenic (OPS) and census
on caste basis. The BJP had
lost the Himachal Pradesh
assembly election on ihe
issue of OPS. In the pres-
ent program there are three
points one is to celebrate the
State Day and second is to
celebratc various days such
as Doctors’ day and third is
to learn one more language
in addition to Hindi. Fnglish
and the mother language.
And all the three steps will
not fetch additional votes
for the party The assembly
election in Karnataka will
be held in May this year
and from the reports pour-
ing in through the media
the Congress has a strong
possibility of winning the
elections. If that happens it
willbca huge sctback for tlic
BJP. Ihe main problem with
the BJP Government is that
no government department
takes interest in solving the
grievances of the common
man,

I'am an icon for People
With Disabilities (PwD) and
had the bitter experience of
government indifference*.
The disabled are a harried

By Bho”toram \lawroll

(ember 2021 the FOCUS
(Farmers Collectivization
for Upscaling Production
and Marketing System)
Scheme require the farmers
to make Producers Groups
which is then given a finan-
cial assistance o f Rs. 5.000
per member to be used as
seed money to help scale up
their business operations
In 2022, FOCUS+ was
launched as ai expansion o f

tlte previous program. Two
types of criticisms have
been leveled at the Scheme:
first, it is being argued that
itisjust a version of freebie
politics which will kill the
entrepreneurial spirit of
the farmers; second, there
are complaints about the
improper implementation
ofthe Scheme and it being
misused for political gains.
Both arguments have their
merit but arc also mistaken
on many counts.

I wish passion was the
only thing that mattered
for success in business
but in practical terms it is
adequate capital which is
the mostimportant thing for
undertaking any entrepre-
neurial activ.ty. Consider-
ing that the Per Capita Net
State Domestic Product of
the State is Rs. 82.182 or
Rs. 6.848 permonth (fourth
from the bottom in national
rankings) financial capital is
in great paucity particularly
among the rural popula-
tion. A possible solution is
to lake loans, either from
forma! or informal sources
However, this carries the
risk ofindebtedness. In fact,
farmers suiciles in India to
a greatextentarc driven by
debt, five NCRB (National
Crime Records Bureau)
revealed that in 2015 of
the 3000 farmer suicides
studied 2474 suicides were
because of unpaid loans
from local banks. With 76%
of the rural households be-
ing landless the risk is even
greater. Till title, according
to the government website.
54.881 farmers have en-
rolled for the Scheme and
4.409 Producers’ Groups
formed. This means the to-
tal amount transferred to the
fanners is Rs. 27,44,05.000

lot and have to facc various
hardships in the govern-
ment departments. Even the
Disability Act had not been
properly implemented since
1996 and they are not getting
the full pension as well as
family pension. In this regard
I had sent representations
to various dignitaries in the
PMO. FMO.CJI, Disability
department. V1SJFand even
the President of India but
no one bothered to pay at-
tention to the problems of
the disabled. If such is ihe
situation then how can the
image of the Government
improve? Unnecessary con-
flicts are being created with
the Judiciary, and there is
pandemonium in parliament
for the last three parliament
sessions. The Modi Govern-
ment will be completing its
fourth year of its second
term in offite but till date
the deputy speaker of the
Lok Sabha has not been ap-
pointed. The UJPhad spoken
so much against freebies
that its own schcmes would
not gamer additional votes
for the party for the various
social schemes already go-
ing on.

This will be the last bud-

with an average of Rs.
62,237 per group. Sincc
the amount is in the form
ofgrants the danger of debt
is removed which is a big
benefit for the farmers.
However, it cannot be
denied that in some, maybe
most cases, the amount
might not be used for the
intended purpose, i.e.. for
investment in the business
Some members might use

the money for consumption
purposes (buying items for
household needs). But even
then the money is going to
liclp the local cconomy as
these fanners arc not going
to use the money to buy
Lamborgini from Delhi (?)
but will spend it in the lo-
cal markets. This increased
consumption will increase
local demand providing
income to local businesses
and with it tax revenues will
also be augmented which
in turn will increase the
financial resources of the
State. The freebie argument
ignores all of this
Coalition partners of
MDA have complained
that the Scheme is being
given where farming is
not possible (i.e.. given to
people who are not farm-
ers) and the NPP (National
People’s Party) is taking all
the credit by ignoring its al-
lies. Personally, ifa resident
of Meghalaya is getting
the amount (because it will
improve local demand) lam
not bothered about who gets
the benefitor who takes the
credit. That is a matter of
politics and an issue for the
concerned panics who feel
left out to sort out during
the next term, if they get
one. As long as no misap-
propriation is detcctcd the
Scheme should continue.
But the question is what
lies beyond FOCUS and
FOCUS+. Business can
only expand (main aim of
the Scheme) if Ihe potential
in the local cconomy lias not
been exploited or a larger
market is being lapped. On
both fronts there is ample
scopc. Meghalaya is slill
very mucha food importing
stale which means that local
production is insufficient to

getofthe Modi Government
and it will be an election-
oriented budget. Various
incentives will be declared
but itwill have not much ef-
fect in garnering votes. The
position ofthis Government
on the employment creation
front is not good atall. Fvry
way wc look at the NDA
Government today it seems
to be in a confused stage.
Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan
Via email

UDP’s
duplicity
exposed

Fditor.

The United Democratic
Party (UDP) aregional based
party which often boasts and
calls itself as the so-callcd
kingmaker in any govern-
ment should at least have
some shame left of having
high hopes. It is horrendous
for any reader on Facchook
to find the UDP as the most
ridiculed party forall the ills
committed by the present
government which UDP is
part of. In Pynursla con-

meet local demand. Upscal-
ing ofthe business can look
to fulfill this demand while
al Ihe same time shortening
the food value chain which
will also has positive envi-
ronmental benefits. Cater-
ing to a bigger market, i.e.,
a pan-India market is also
an option but will require
additional steps to make
that possible

Notwithstanding Ihe re-
centregressive move by the
Government of Meghalaya
to lift the ban on chcmical
fertilizers and give 50%
subsidy on it. mast of the
farmers in ihe Stale arc
organic by default. This is
particularly so for those in
traditional farming systems
like jhum or shifting culti-
vation. However bccause
of lack of certification the
produce from such systems
do not gel the premium
price, an important loss for
the farmers. Recently the
'Guidelines of National
Mission on Natural farm -
ing’ was announced which
hasaspccial focus on North
Fast for supporting natural
farming which includes a
certification system. How-
ever. the guidelines do not
lake into consideration lo-
cal farming systems like
jhum and bun which are
rotational in nature. As such
many of the local farmers
will be excluded from the
benefits of the Scheme.
Demand for non-chemical
food, especially among the
affluent section of the In-
dian society, will grow and
Meghalaya can be one of
the sources formeeting that
need. Therefore, whoever
forms the next Government
needs to make sure the
Guidelines do not ignore
the local farmers. As for
those fanners thatare using
chemicals, the Government
can use the PM-PRANAM
(Pradlian Mantri  Promo-
tion of Alternate Nutrients
for Agriculture Manage-
ment) Scheme to help them
wean away from it. The
scheme incentivizes states
that use lesser amounts
of chemical fertiliser-* by
providing incentive grants
at the rate 050 per cent of
the total amount of subsidy
saved by using less fertil-
izer. The Government can
use these grants to support
the fanners while they arc
in the transition stage, i.e..
from chemical to natural/
organic fanning

To conclude, agricul-
ture is the backbone of
Meghalaya’s economy and
the manifestos of the con-
tending parties must reflect
that. Anything less than
the blueprint for a robust
agricultural policy will be
a big disappointment anti
an important opportunity
missed. As voters we must
make sure that docs not
happen

(The views expressed in
the article atv those o fthe
authors and do not reflect
in any way their affiliation
to any organization or in-
stitution)

stituency for example when
Mr. Nehru Suting stood and
fought from the UDP ticket
against the sitting MLA Dep-
uty CM Prestone Tynsong of
ihe NPP, ihcre were elements
like Banalari Lyngdoh. Al-
antry Dkhar and some more
within llic inner cirelc who
allowed his defeat and were
in elose coordination with
ihe NPP to make the NPP
candidate win bya margino f
2000 plus votes. The treach-
ery by the members of the
UDPhas gradually increased
in this coming clcction. The
loss o fthe enquiry report on
the ricc scam is one dear
indicator that this party has
no soul left when it even
smuggles food meant for the
poor. Ilencc like the NPPlhc
UDP too should be shown
the door in the forthcoming
assembly polls
Yoursetc,,
Donbok Syngkrem.
Former UDP Organizing
Secretary Pynursla
Constituency
Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shiflung Times
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Rcligio-cllinic tensions mark election
campaign in Meahalava

BJP bats for Hindus
while TMC backs
Christians and Tribals

By Ashis Biswas

With nwst major parties
adopting an ethnicity-based
approach n their pre-poll
campaigning, voting in the
coming Assembly elections
in Mcglulaya could be
sharply pohriscd, according
to observers. Intriguingly.
such a trend may be less
noticeable in Tripura

flic involvement of As-
sam-based political heavy-
weight leaocrs with elections
in neighbouring Meghalaya,
which used to be a part of
the larger Assam state in the
past, is a significant factor in
the 2023 polls. Assam Chief
Minister MrHimanta Biswa
Sanna heads the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s(BJP)soverall
campaign n the Northeast.
Mr Samias style of gover-
nance in Assam so far and
his approach towards the
religious minorities accord-
ing to observers, tend to ac-
centuate rather than reduce,
clhno-cenfic politics : one
has only to ask the average
Muslim vticr in Assam, to
know their feeling about
security in the state.

Hovvevjr. Mr Sarma’s
aggressive campaign style
has made an impact. It has
forced parties challenging
the BJP to readjust their
objectives and adopt countcr
measures.” TieBengal-based
Trinamool Congress (T.VIC)
for instanc:. finds itselfau-
tomatically lining up behind
Christian voters in Megha-
laya. sworras it is to oppose
the BJP at every turn. For
some time, this party from
‘outside’ Ins been trying to
establish (none too success-
fully)a foothold somewhere
in the Northeast. Ina region
where the Christian church
remains an important politi-
cal entity, backing itstrongly
helps the TMC to blend
more easily with the famil-
iar components and cross
currents of ihe NF. political
scene, as itwere.

In the present scenario
where the BJP has stuck to
its policy of not concealing
its commitment to traditional

Ina recent letter lo Me-
ghalaya Governor Mr B.D.
Mishra, Mr Saikia strongly
deplored an attack in broad
daylight by an aggressive
tribal outfit in Meghala-
ya while it was protest-
ing against unemployment.
Sonic of the marchers beat
up non-tribal passers-by in
full public view as the local
police did not move a muscle
to help. The incident was
duly reported in Shillong-
based dailies.

Mr Saikia appealed to
the Meghalaya administra-
tion to ensure pcacc and
social hamiony and prevent
the recurrence of such inci-
dents. lie also callcd for the
punishment of miscreants
involved in the incident.
Tix: uon-iribals living.work-
ing in Meghalaya were, he
pointed out. Indian citizens
enjoying the same rights as
anyone else.

There has been no of-
ficial response from the
Meghalaya government or
the Governor's office on the
matter.

However, the fact re-
mains that in Meghalaya,
the considerably large mixed
non-tribal groups, t0o. have
been complaining of ha-
rassment and discrimina-
tion. but they feel that their
grievances over the years
have not been effectively
addressed. Long time Sikh
residents have complained
of harassment from authori-
ties and tribal groups over
the location of their settle-
mentand other issues. Bihari
labourers have complained
ofexploitation, harsh work-
ing conditions and treatment
from their employers in local
mines and other places of
work. Old Bengali citizens
have been denounced by
tribal organisations as ‘il-
legal Bangladeshis'.

Most non-trihals also
strongly complain ofoflicial
discrimination from authori-
ties in securing jobs and in
the matter of receiving rou-
tine help from the police.

“Asfor Muslims, the religious minority
thatfinds itselfat the receiving end o fsome
controversial administrative decisions in
Assam ruledby Mr Sanna —they have been
automatically aligned within the broad
non-tribal group o fvoters.”

Hindu values (its opponents
call this H ndutva). wooing
the majority community
among voters, the TMC has
emerged as the new cham-
pion of tribal'Christian in-
terests in Meghalaya. Its
state leaders strongly con-
demned recent attacks and
acts of vandalism targeting
the Church in BJP-ruled
states at a news conference.
The BJP was only keen to
divide common people and
rule, but tIK NF region was
free from such tendencies,
they said.

The TMC would fight
the BJP's “divisive’ ways
all the way and not just as
niute spectators either, they
told media persons some
days ago

So far. TMC has an-
nounced the list of fifty two
candidates Dutof the COscats
in the assembly and the party
is farahcadofother contend-
ing parties in thx* campaign
ThemlingNPP-BJPalliance
is having tensions over BJP's
policy rcjarding Uniform
Civil C'odt. Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma has an-
nounced that his NPP is op-
posed to UCC and his parly
will fight it even among
the voters in the campaign
There isnojoint rallv o fNPP
and BIP

But Meghalaya elections
are notjustabout mobilising
political support among Hin-
dus (non tribals) or Chris-
tians (tribals). There are also
forces, not perhaps as appar-
ently asserivc as the BJPor
the debutant TMC. to speak
up for Mcghalaya-bascd
non tribals (Bengalis, Sikhs.
Biharis), too. The initiative
came from Mr Dcbabrata
SaikiaofCongress, the lead-
erofoppostion in the Assam
Assembly.

With Mr Saikia boldly
speaking up for the non-
tribals in Meghalaya most
ethnic groups . have been
assured of some form of
political backing .at least
in theory. Congress had
won the highest number
of scats in 2018 Assembly
polls in Meghalaya, with
non-tribals providing it with
major support, before the
much smaller BJP upset its
calculations by aligning with
other panics to cobblc to-
getheracoalition o fsorts. As
for Muslims, the religious
minority that finds itself at
the receiving end of some
controversial administrative
decisions in Assam ruled by
Mr Sarnia - they have been
automatically aligned within
the broad non-tribal group of
voters. Normally the TMC
arrogates to itself its self-
appointed responsibility to
speak up for the community
all over India, offering it
blanket support.

However, it is yet to do
so in Meghalaya. Surpris-
ingly. this has been the case
in neighbouring Assam too.
where the TMC in effect
threatens todividcthc Mus-
lim vote by opposing the Al-
UDF as well as Congress.

As forTripura. adiffcrent
situation prevails. The rising
Tipra Molha tribal organisa-
tion . totally unlike other
ethnic conimunitics'groups
in the NF region, has as a
matter of policy projected
itselfas a party that would
represent the interests ofall
communities in the state. Its
leader Mr Pradyot Manikya
Dcbbarman has also not
pressed for additional ter-
ritories from neighbouring
NF states while calling for
a larger Tripura state. (iPA
Service)
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No political ideology in Meghalaya
THIS rate at which people are resigning from
one party to join another shows that politics in
Meghalaya is bereft of any ideology. Quite a
number of contenders for legislative positions
including sitting MLAs have resigned from the
Congress party, joined the Trinamool Congress
and now joined the National Peoples' Party
(NPP). What justification are these turncoats
going to give their electorate unless they are
also bringing a substantial number ofsupporters
with them? The reason forjoining the NPP is
a calculated one. First, the Party that has been
in power for five years also has the required

funds to throw woo voters. There

is no such

thing as a fair electoral battle fought on issues
but on how much a candidate is able distribute
largesse. Truth be told, it is a difficult proposi-
tion to try and get votes based on an honest ap-
peal to the voters that the candidate will serve

the constituency to the

best of his/her ability.

The electorate have become so calculating that
they don’teven shy away from citing a price for
their votes. Hence, wc get the government we
voted for. There is no point lamenting the badly
constructed reads, the poor healthcare system,
dry water tanks etc.. since the MLA has already

compensated the voters.

It is said that in a democracy people should
have enough education to make informed
choices. An informed choice is one where the
voter is not under compulsion to surrender his/
her freedom of choicc to a candidate because
he/she has accepted money from that candidate.
Thedistribution o f money takes different forms.
It can be madeto look like a government scheme

especially where sitting

MLAs are concerned.

Mere literacy without the ability to weigh in

on po

agency to question and hold the si

cs and what drives it. and. without the

ing MLAs

accountable is not real democracy. It would be
wrong therefore to pretend that Meghalaya has
been and will be participating in a democratic

process whereeach vote

is carefully considered

because the voters understand that their votes
will determine the quality of governance in the

next five years.

A political ideology is a set of commitments
from a political party which aim at the highest

good of the voters. An

ideology also sets the

tone for the political party to pursue those set
of values listed as its predominant goals. An
electorate has to know what ideology it is root-
ing for lest that ideology backfires. Is the politi-
cal ideology of a party respectful of individual
and collective rights and freedoms or does the
ideology circumscribe only certain rights that
voters can enjoy? But forget about the voters,
even the candidates don't read the ideology of

the Party they joi
governance?

Corrupt voters
elect corrupt

government

Editor.

During Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee's time,
visitors to the BJP office at
Ashoka Road. New Delhi
would recall the signboard
with his facc on itand em-
blazoned below lJie words
“Zero Tolerance to Corrup-
tion.” When party President
Bangaru Laxman wascaught
in a sting operation accept-
ing lakhs of rupees in cash,
he was out as was the sign
board. The 2004 elections
confirmed that the Vajpay-
ee government had lost its
sheen, losing spectacularly
to Congress.

That bit of history bears
relevance to the Conrad
Sangma NPP-lcd MDA gov-
ernment. With a s:am about
illegal transportation o f coal
rocking the ruling Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance
(MDA) government, Megha-
laya Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma effected a Cabinet
reshuffle, stripping his elder
brother James Sangmao f the
Home portfolio. Saubhagya
scam- Rs. 149 croxs. Power
scam- Rs 100 cores plus.
Rice scam- Rs. 19 crores
Miisnnnsi'am  R* Armns
are burning examples of
sky-rocketing corruption
and mismanagement in the
administration. The list is

. And we still expect good

endless.
The present life of the
Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly expires on March 15
2023. With elections around
the corer, the Meghalaya
electorate, especially the
youth, must show the door to
all those parasitic politicians
draining the economy ofour
state's development fund.
Ofcourse, corrupt people
elect corrupt leaders. It is
also seen that only when
election approaches that
the politicians bend over
backwards to satisfy the
citizens of the state. As a
result, the electorate tends
to calculate that instead of
giving the right vote to the
correct politician they should
sitand wait to see who gives
the best price (money) for
their vote.
Yoursetc.,
Marsanlang Rymbai.
a email

Criticism
against vulgar
entertainment
during pujas

Editor

Criticism for the right
cause isa must. The absence
ofcriticism hastensthe soci-
etal slide from bad to worse.
The feedback triggered by
my letter "Christmas not for
unholy parties” (ST Dec 31,
2022) was encouraging. My
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Meghalaya: @51 in 2023!

By Lamshwa Kitbok Nongrum

Meghalaya hadjust com-
memorated its 50th Year
celebrations with a series
of festivities that were befit-
ting o fthe accomplishments
and successes of the State
over its half-a-century-long
journey. Or s it?

No doubt, there have
beenachievementsover the
50 years of Statehood. Of
late, however, the State has
taken more of a backward
slide nither than marching
on to achieve its immense
God-given potential. As wc
enter into an election year,
perhaps, a relook intosome
of the inherent problems
that have ominously stared
us down for over five de-
cades. should reinvigorate
our political consciousncss
which had been awakened
so beautifully by the Hill
State Movement of yore!

The Memory Crate
One of the most evocative
images from 2022 was the
Memory Crate. Itaimed to
preserve memories through
a tangible way. which
would then be sealed and
re-opened in 50 years. Apart
from memorabilia. Govern-
ment officials penned let-
ters to the Mcghalayans of
2072. The Crate would have
nostalgic value when it is
reopened and the contents
would be a "yardstick to
gauge the development of
the State.”

Of the various “yard-
sticks to gauge the devel-
opment” in any State, the
Infant Mortality and Ma-
ternal Mortality Rates are
considered as important
indicators of public health.
They rcflcct the intuition
that the structural factors
which have an impact on
the mortality of infants and
mothers, also affect the
health o f the entire popula-
tion. Meghalaya's IMR is
one of the highest in the
country with 29 deaths per
1000 live births as 0f 2020.
down from 39 in 2017.
While the decrease over
time had been hailed by
the governmentas “impres-
sive." it is still an extreme
outlier when compared to
other similar-sized North-
Eastern States. Manipur's
IMR stood at 6. Mizoram
at 3. Nagaland at 4, Sikkim
at5and Tripuraat IX.Also,
the 2022-data o f the Ilcalth
Management Information
System had put the total
numberofpregnantwomen
in Meghalaya at 80.380.
This, along with the IMR
rale prevailing in the State,
would have translated into
the tragic loss o f thousands
of precious young lives dur-
ing that period

Yet. the IMR is but one
indicator in which the Suite
has fared poorly. In other
socio-economic param-
eters t00. Meghalaya had
always been a persistent
bottom dweller. In NITI
Aayog's Education Index,
the State is third from the
bottom amongst the small
states with a scorc of 38.43
as opposed to top ranked
Tripura's 56.1. Similarly,
in the Health Index it's
composite scorc of 43.05

sincere thanks go to each of
them. I realized how people
are disillusioned. What if
1had not raised my voice,
including the ShillongTimcs
editorial on the same day un-
der the heading —*O frowdy
Christmas celebrations”?
This I leave to ourdiscerning
readers to judge.

Well, Lord Krishna con-
tinuously coaxed Arjuna to
fightagainst those who were
supporting or encouraging
immorality in society. He
even convinced Arjuna that
his own Gurus and uncles
were equally blameworthy
for remaining mute when
Draupadi was disrobed by
cruel and arrogant Duryod-
hana. Why did God himself
persuade Arjun to train ar-
rows at his own kith and kin?
It may sound paradoxical to
many. But it was intended to
defeat ADHARMA (godless-
ncss) and establish Dharma.
It also implied that when
EVIL rears its ugly head,
conscious people should
raise their voices lest they
too cam bad karma as sin-
ners.

Thus, celebrating the
days associated with Gods
and Goddesses with vulgar
entertainment and drinks
should be disapproved o fand
criticized. It is like a direct
insultto the ALMIGIITY, as
also said by Rupesh Nath in
his letter. Can we “offend”
our parents with our sinful
acts, cold attitude, and verbal
abuse? Please give it serious

pales in comparison to Mi-
zoram's 75.77. While the
State rankee 2nd on the
National c-Govemance Ser-
vice Delivery Assessment
2021. itcamein 29th in the
Ease of Doing Business
rankings. It also ranked 27
amongst 36 States and UTs
in the Direct Benefit Trans-
fer Performance rankings.
Coming i>ack to the
Memory Ciate. Out of
respect for the people of
Meghalaya in 2072. this
writer hoped Ihat an honest
account and not a waxed
lyrical of the Meghalaya of
2022 had been placed in the
Memory Crate. After all,
the government had said
that the Crate would be en-
closed in a glass case to be
placed in the New Legisla-
tive Assembly building!
Dome or doom: A
Dome traditionally repre-
sents absolute power, and
is the generally accepted
architectural symbol for
democratic legislatures
around the world. How-
cvci, |Ikeugly [H>ilcmls had
been written on the wall
for democratic politics in
Meghalaya. On January 9.
2001. an infemo consumed
the old Meghalaya Legisla-
tive Assembly building.
And then twodecades later,
what would have been a
resplendent symbol of de-
mocracy for the State, eamc
crashing down ina mangled
wreckage o f steel and con-
crete. The official statement

tasked to carry out a safety
audit, reported that a lack
of coordination between
the executing agencies had
caused the collapse. It even
advised a d:>me of CGI
sheets be erected in place
of the collapsed one. in an
inadvertent note o fsarcasm.
So much for symbolism!
The collapsed dome in-
cident is. perhaps, the em-
bodimentofamiddle-aged
state with aa established
nexus of various interest
groups, resulting in a to-
tal lack of accountability.
And without any political
consequences during elec-
tions, domes will continue
to come crashing down
under the sheer weight of
the percentages that most
contracting firms in the
State have had to contend
with. What’s even worse
is the fact that many proj-
ects in the State have been
funded through State De-
velopment Loans, external
debts and soft loans from
international institutions. In
2021 the RBIhad observed
that the State Government
guarantees have become a
risk due to the large out-
standing debts and losses to
state-run PSLs. Meghalaya
is one of 10 at-risk Indian
states, with a total outstand-
ing guarantee of 5% of its
aggregate GSDP. It is also
the only small state on that
list. As with all borrowed
money, these shall eventu-
ally have to be repaid with
interest. It isan irony that

thought. and flip through the
pages of Vecks and Puranas.
Over the year*, we have joy-
fully incorporated all vulgar-
ity that has netonly polluted
society but also pushed it to
the brink of degeneration
Violent quarrelsand drunken
brawls that mark the auspi-
ciousdav hale only invoked
curees Irom heaven. What
really pains u> s that people
from other faiths just laugh
at us. Oh God. how long
will you let your spiritual
sermons be drowned out by
the boom-boom of Bolly-
wood and rowdy roars? On
earth, actors and actresses
are becoming more popular
than you arc.
Yoursetc..
Salil Gewali.
Shillong

How safe are
certain areas
of Shillong?

Editor.

I was watching the news
when a discussion on what
is happening in the town of
Joshimath. Chamoli district.
Uttarakhand wasaired on tl)c
news channel. Mirror Now.
Itappears thai Joshimath has
now been declared as a land
subsidence zone according
to the District Magistrate.
Land subsidence is the term
used for the downward dis-
placement of the earth’s
surface. This causes cracks

public infrastructure should
fail in a State which pre-
sented to the world the im-
mense possibilities of bio-
engineering. Living root
bridges stand testimony to
the fact that infrastniclure
projects have long gesta-
tional periods and hence,
their impact can never be
felt immediately.

The youth's dilemma:
Meghalaya has also fared
poorly in terms of critical
human development indices
which lias resulted in a vast
section o feducated, yetun-
employable youth. Despite
the budgetary provisions
and funding, sectors like
manufacturing, services,
agriculture and its allied
fields have never lived up to
expectations. The burden of
job creation in Meghalaya,
for the most part of half
a century, had been the
sole-lookout of the Stale
Government. Coupled with
a politically-convenient
reservation arrangement
Government jobs camc
lo be MXii as tlic ultimate
life-goal for a majority of
the tribal youth

Times, however, have
changed! The dominance of
the public sector injob cre-
ation and the aura ofauthor-
ity associated with being a
government employee have
resulted in an intense com-
petition amongst the tribal
youth for the coveted Gov-
ernment post. Thisisasop-
posed tojobs in the private
sector that are regarded as
underpaid, exploitative and
insecure. This writer had
personally met tribal youth
who abandoned plumpjobs
in the private sector for an
entry-level officcr post in
the State Government. It
is also a common feature
in Meghalaya, that any
recruitment by the State
Public Service Commission
would attract applicants by
the tens of To

vides subsidies and in-
centives to capitalists, in
exchange for a preferential
recniitmentof local labour,
is implemented in a very-
one-sided manner. And
when the youth come out
to demand for their rights,
the agenda gets hijacked
and is painted with com-
munal colours. Such a dire
situation could only have
resulted from the inhere

(SI1X)

Biodiversity Pact

Landmark
Initiative

By Dliiirjali Mukherjee

In the realm of environ-
ment. which is obviously
the centre point of focus in
the world today, the climate

people who live there, the
analysis showed. “Climate
change in India will impact
key areas, such as water re-

nt
inability and of
the elccted political class
to address the problems
of an economic nature.In
the last few weeks there
have promises ofdolc-outs
and lavish ceremonies in
favouro f foundation stones
and ribbons. Extravagant
pageantries to present poli-
ticians  akin to those of
star footballers who trans-
fer between football clubs
for the money rather than
the possibility of human
achievement havebecome
fashionable. And as election
day approaches, the shrill
rhetoric on emotive issues
would be expected to reach
deafening levels and inun-
date the warnings that have
stared us down tor decades.
More embarrassingly. Me-
ghalaya politics will still be
dominated by short-term
symbolic gestures  typi-
cally the woollen blanket,
liquor and cash!

The underlying issues
would then resurface to
plague any in-coming
Government. And many
will take to bureaucracy-
bashing as a panacea for
all our political ailments,
rather than fix account-
ability on the elected rep-
resentatives. The finger,
hence, mast point squarely
on the "honourable™ men
and women who would
become the Maai-Baap of
the constituency they would
be representing!

No doubt. Meghalaya has
had its share o fdisappoint-
mentsand collapses tliat are
unflattering of a State that

and bi y

lastyear have been landmark
agreements. A Loss and
Damage Fund in the former
and a target to bring at least
30 pereent of terrestrial,
inland water and coastal and
marine areas under cITcctive
conservation and manage-
ment by 2030 in the latter
have enormous bearing on
the environment.

Around 190 countries
approved a sweeping UN
agreementand to takea slew
of other measures against
rampant biodiversity loss
which, if left unchecked,
jeopardizes the planet's food
and water supplies as well
as the existence of untold
species around the world. It
may be mentioned here that
currently 17 pereent and
10 percctt of the world's
terrestrial and marine ar-
eas respectively are under
protection. For India, the
figures stand at 5.26 percent
and 0.2 percent respectively.
Less than 10 percent of ter-
restrial protected arcas in the
worldarcboth protected and
conservee

Titc agreement, which is
considered as equivalent lo
the Paris Agreement, comes
as biodiversity is declining
worldwide at rates never
witnessed in human history
Scientists have projected
that a million plants and
animals a-eat risk o fextinc-
tion. many within decades.
The deal lays out a suite

illustrate, a recent rceniit-
ment to 100 or so posts of
LDA. had about 10,000
applicants! This extremely
competitive nature of re-
cruitment to public service
had even caused a slight
disturbance in the reserva-
tion arrangement among
the tribals of the State
More importantly, the fate
of the 9900 who were not
recruited should have mer-
ited more discussion in the
public domain

The problem of unem-
ploymentis real. According
to CM IE the unemployment
rate in Meghalaya is barely
2.3 percentaso fSeptember
2022. However, govern-
ment data revealed vacan-
cies to more than 7000
government posts, which
could nothave accumulated
overany one five-year term
of government. Outdated
Employment Exchanges
arcyet to reform their origi-
nal purpose ofconnecting a
limited supply of, to an un-
limited demand for labour.
The Meghalaya Industrial
& Investment Promotion
Scheme 2016 which pro-

to appear on the ground and
on buildings on such ground.
In layman’s language Joshi-
math is sinking and becom-
ing uninhabitable because
of the inability of the land,
on hill slopes, to support the
artificial load placed upon
it either by heavy concrete
buildings or by continu-
ous disturbance on the land
caused by blasting ctc. A
general panic is taking place
in the area with the Govern-
mentand administration bent

had been self-governed for
the last 50 years. Some may
even argue that Meghalaya
is a failed State, which is
increasingly being sold to
tlic highest bidder. Yet for
the sake ofour childrenand

their children, this
would (iicfci 1o ii'la
Hope that the voters of the

State will awaken from the
slumber imbibed by the
liquor of short-term, popu-
larity contests which have
become the defining feature
of the elections in Me-
ghalaya. And that we may
not wake up like Rip van
Winkle, who, when asked
how he voted in tlic elec-
tion that has just been held,
declared himself a loyal
subject of King George 11,
unaware that the American
Revolution had taken place
in his absence.

(This writer had resigned
from service after work-
ingfor the Government of
Meghatava for almost a
decade and is now a social
entrepreneur and activ-
ist. He can he reached at
idamsiiwakithoknongrum @
gntail.com)

ardly being planted there?
I doubt if such scientific
measures have been taken
up. What 1suspect is that a
mcrc NOC from the Rang-
bah Shnong or some other
ragtag unscrupulous permis-
sion from the KIIADC arc
all Ihat was needed for such
three, four storied concrete
structures to come up on
these steep slopes. We have
MUDA and we have the
Municipality. Government
institutions with the man-

on
buildingsand structures Ihat
arc considered unsafe and
with its occupants protesting
thatin such an event they had

power and to
conduct such safety studies
before permission is given
to build on these inclined
slopes. These Government
are armed with

here else to go. With cli-
mate change in the wind and
other stories of man-made
disasters becoming daily
news items the world over,
the only word one can come
up with is man appears to
be hell bent on destroying
himselfwhenever he can!
When one looks at the
Shillong landscape, the pos-
sibility of such a similar
happening or perhaps even
worse can easily be imag-
ined. | shudder when | gaze
up at the rapid urbanization
on the Lumparing and Malki
slopes. Tall, heavy concrete
buildings arc becoming the
order of the day in these
areas. Question is has any
soil testing been done: any
geological analysis carried
out whether the soil on these
slopes can cany the heavy
structures thatare so haphaz-

rules and regulations ensur-
ing safety ofbuildings to be
erected. Blind petty politics
being played in Meghalaya is
preventing this from happen-
ing and is putting people's
lives in grave danger. During
heavy rainfall during in the
monsoons my greatest fear is
ofseeing thewhole of Lump-
aring sliding down the khud
into the Umshyrpi. My only
hope and prayer is tliat my
fearsdo not come true.
Yours etc
Toki Blah.
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shitlonfi Times

of 23 conservation targets.
Countries also agreed to
manage tie remaining 70 per
cent of the planet to avoid
losing areas of high impor-
tance to biodiversity and to
ensure thit big businesses
disclosc biodiversity risks
and impacts,

This is indeed a highly
significant agreement as it
would goa long way to halt
and reverse the destruction
of nature It is understood
that the biodiversity sum-
mit has agreed to four goals
and 23 targets. The goals
include protecting 30 per
cent of the world's land,
water an<l marine areas by
2030. as well as the mobi-
lization, ty 2030. of at least
US $200 million annually in
domestic and international
biodiversiiy-rdatcd funding
from all sources, both public
and privae.

There is also a pledge lo
reduce subsidies deemed
harmful to nature by at least
$500 billion by 2030. while
having developed countries
commit lo providing devel-
oping countries with at least
$20 billioi per year by 2025,
and $30 billion per year by
2030

One i> inclined to refer
here lo the Living Planet Re-
port 2022. the most authentic
study of trends in the realm
of biodiversity revealed an
average (9 percent decline
in species population since
1970. During this period, it
is reported that half of the
world's corals have been lost
and are losing forest arcas
the size of 27 football fields
every mirutc.

The Ministerof Environ-
ment and Forests informed
the Rajya Sabha in mid-
Dccember that 73 species
in the country, including
nine spctics of mammals.
18 birds, 26 reptiles and 20
amphibians arc critically
endangered, up from 47
in 2011. Obviously, rapid
global warming and unprec-
edented rateo fextinctionarc
two of the basic reasons for
this stale of affairs.

"In some locations, it can
mean the bss of the very land
where coastal communities
live,” th; report pointed
out. Around 137 square ki-
lometres of the Stindarbans
mangrove forest in India
and Bangladesh has been
eroded since 1985. reducing
land and ccosysicm services
for many of the 10 million

sources, , natural
ccosystems. health and ihc
food chain,” Ravi Singh,
Secretary-General and Chief
Executive, WWF India, had
rightly observed in analyz-
ing the report

It is a well-known fact
that climate change coupled
with habitat loss, pollution
and development have ham-
mered ihc world's biodiver-
sity. with one estimate in
2019 warning that a million
plant and animal species
face extinction within de-
cades arateofloss 1000
times greater than expected
It may be news that humans
use about 50.000 wild spe-
cies routinely, and one out
offive people o f the world's
eight billion population de-
pend on those species for
food and income, the report
said.

It is thus obvious that
experts have voiced the need
for an all-inclusive collec-
tive approach that can put us
on a more sustainable path
and ensures that the costs
and benefits from ouractions
are socially just and equita-
bly shared. Climate change
and biodiversity lossarc not
only environmental issues,
buteconomic, development,
security, social, moral and
cthical issues too. As has
been emphasized again and
again with statistical data,
industrialised countries are
responsible for most envi-
ronmental degradation but it
is developing nationsthatarc
disproportionately impacted
by biodiversity loss.

The WWF identified six
Key threats to biodiversity

agriculture, hunting, log-
ging. pollution, iiivusive»|K-
cies and climate change
to highlight “threat hotspots'
for terrestrial vertebrates
A nature-positive future
needs transformative, game-
changing shifts in how we
produce, how wc consume,
how wc govern and what
we finance.” highlighted the
Living Planet Report. The
present agreement is thus
a fall-out of the report as it
has set targets which needs
to be achieved in the com-
ing years

However, though bio-
diversity loss cannot be
allowed to continue, there
isanotheraspect o fthe prob-
lem that also needs to be
seriously considered. There
are estimates by economists
suggesting that the carrying
capacity of the planet is
about five billion humans at
the most, without irrevers-
ibly running down natural
capital. Other estimates of
the carrying capacity of the
planet for humans, average
around eight billion. But
we have steadily surpassed
the figure and providing
food thus becomes a big
challenge, specially for the
populous countries of the
Third World like China and
India.

There is thus a need to
balance preservation ofbio-
diversity with increased food
production in the coming
years. Ncglccting biodiver-
sity cannot be the answer to
the requirements of human
beings and a judicious ap-
proach is called for in this
regard. As far as India is
concemcd, there is a need
to concentrate on biodiver-
sity conservation while also
exploring ways and means
with the help of technologi-
cal innovations to increase
agricultural productivity,
specially in areas where it is
below the national average.
Sooner the belter. — INFA

(Uit- author is Sr. Con-
sultant <§ Guest Faculty of
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
Kolkata; an awwvd writer
am!speaker on issues such
as social and economic
development.environment
Condition thoughtamipeace
studies.)
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Judiciary, bad apples
VICE President Jagdcep Dhankar has zeroed in.
boldly, on a subject of prime importance to the na-
tion, namely .he need to preserve the sovereignty
of the parliament - which reflects the will of the
nation. He spoke of how the judiciary thwarted a
parliament decision to set up a National Judicial
Appointments Commission to replace the contro-
versial Collegium System for selection ofjudges.
The matter has been hanging fire since the start of
the Narcndra Modi terms. The bill passed in this
respect turned into law in 2015 but the Supreme
Court shot it down the same year and, with equal
vehemence, ii rejected an appeal in 2018.

The argument in support of the apex court de-
cision was a former judgment of the same court
in the 1973 Kesava Bharati case -- that the basic
tenets of the Constitution should not be violated.
A previous court order by itself cannot be a valid
ground for perpetuation of the collegium system
that is seen also as an instrument to indulge in
nepotism in judicial appointments. There arc liv-
ing examples of perpetuation ofdynasty whims in
India’s judiciary, which puts the entire system in
the shadow of suspicion. The respect of a nation
rests largely on the strengths ofitsjudicial systems
- principally ihe transparency with which it func-
tions and its seriousness in upholding what is just
by ensuring that ‘truth prevails’as is enshrined in
the dictum. Satyamcva Jayate. The Indian judicial
system, regrettably, has its share of bad apples.
Dignity in conduct is of utmost importance for
those manning thejudicial system. It must be hailed
that several judges at various levels are conducting

themselves in a highly digni

d manner. At the

same time, wc have also witnessed situations of
loose talks by judges, exposes ofjudicial corrup-
tion as in the infamous "crores for bail" scam and
of Supreme Court judges having been accused of
sexual misconduct. The society is changing and
every institution is facing such situations of moral
degradation. It is important that the government

takes corrective steps.

Ihe move to have a system to induct the best
brains in the judicial system through a national
recruitment process was well-conceived. But. when
it conics to the crunch, there’s a dcficit in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's level of assertions.
While the apsx court passed adverse orders vis-
ii-vis the national judicial appointments commis-
sion, the government opted to sit back and cool its
heels rather than going ahead with the next step to
demonstrate die nation's resolve. Four years have
passed after the apex court rejected the appeal, and
the Modi government took no further steps to take

the matter forward.

Needed
qualified netas!

Editor.

In 2018 a book under the
caption ‘Examination Bar-
rier- 25 mantras for tackling
the stress o f Examinations’
penned by Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi was
released. Indians sit for a
wide range of exams after
their education such as the
All India civil services, the
armed forces, public sector
banks, and so on. The three
pillars of democracy, the
Legislature, the Executive,
and the Judiciary arc pri-
marily responsible for gov-
ernance. As per the existing
dispensation, thememberso f
the executive and judiciary
have lo undergo a rigor-
ous examination process
conducted at the national
and slate level. Only those
qualifying can enter the ser-
vice. Why then should notbe
a qualifying examination be
held for those, who aspire to
become lawmakers? The in-
troduction o fan examination
for those, aspiring to become
members of parliament and
state assemblies is an ab-
solute necessity and would
be well within ihe ambit of
existing constitutional pro-
visions. The examinations
will ensure betier-qualified
candidates get through such
as those that arc equipped to
understand the complexities
ofadministration

Yours etc.
Dr. Omurlin Kvndiah.
Viaemail

Let’s vote with
our conscience!

Editor,

I was a bit jarrcd to see
the caption of Marsanlang
Rymbai’s letter: Corrupt
voters elect corrupt govern-
ment. Buton reading it, 1lam
all praise when he lays bare
the true examples o f Conrad
Sangma’s nefarious schemes
of self- aggrandisement in
his NPP- led MDA govern-
ment! What a revelation!
However, | don't subscribe
to the generalisation that
corrupt voters elect corrupt
government. In defence of
the voter might | state that
many voters arcjust too na-
ive orjust too trusting! Even
the well-informed talk about
s0 and so politician having
changed and they stake their
hopes on him/her!

Iam not conrupt! And it's
going to be a great predica-
meni for me when I have to
cast my vote come Febru-
ary! Let readers reflect on
Marsanlang’s letter and in
wise discernment vote with
a conscience!

Yours etc.,
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - i9

Preachers and
schemers

Rditor,

Politics seems to be an
area where schemers thrive!
In fact, the more aulute and
shrewd the politician is in

Who will lift Meghalaya
from the dumps

As someone who has
been privileged to use this
space since 19X7 before
the privileged, entitled
millcnnials  were born,
now as editor o fthis news-
paper itis very heartening
to receive some wecll-rc-
searched, incisive articles
critiquing the MDA gov-
ernment from younger
writers. The MDA, by
the way, is a coalition of
ihe UDP, BJP. HSPDP,
PDF and NCP led by the
National Peoples’ Parly
(NPP). The acronyms for
ihe above coalition part-
ners will suffice since
people in those parties
don't really live up lo
their fancy names. These
coalition partners have
conveniently ditched their
senior partner the NPP at
the last gasp because they
need to cleanse themselves
of the sins heaped on the
MDA ofwhich they were
an integral part. Having
been in politics for so
long these political par-
ties cannot be so na‘fve
that they do not know the
meaning of ‘collective
responsibility.” The MDA
which includes all the
above partners needs to be
held accountable and an-
swerable for every scam,
including the rice scam,
power scam, the infamous
collapse of the State As-
sembly dome, the misap-
propriation of an official
building construetion fund
by an AIG rank ofliccr of
the Police Department and
perhaps more that arc yet
to surface

The MDA Government
has since its inception
allowed illegal coal min-
ing and transportation
bccausc the important
members of the NPP and
UDP arc themselves coal
mine owners. In Decem-
ber 2018, nine months
after the MDA assumed
power the Ksan Mining
tragedy thatclaimed some
15 lives happened. This
had created national and
international headlines
with the navy divers com-
ing in to try and rescue the
trapped miners but to no
avail. The MDA govern-
ment. which includes all
its partners and not just
the NPP, have never callcd
out the illegal mining of
coal and its transporta-
tion. On the contrary the
Governmentwas the chief
facilitator and the police
were used to facilitate
the passage of coal bear-
ing trucks. A full-fledged
money collcction machin-
ery was in place. The mine
owners had to pay at least

scheming, the greater power
he seems to wield. The ques-
tion is not really about what
they can do for the state and
its people, but how they
can manipulate everything
to hold on to their power
and enhance it. For many
politicians here in this *Ri
Tip-Briew Tip-Blci". the
uppermost goal seems to be
to get to the top as fast as
possible. Ilencc they scheme
and plot with great ingenu-
ity; they make statements,
retract them, and say they
were or taken

By Patricia Mukhim

Rs 90.000 forevery truck
that was allowed rites of
passage. Even today there
arc coal truc<s passing on
the highway via Assam.
The NG | and the Megha-
laya High Court have been
al pains lo stop this smug-
gling but ihe coal trade
is so lucrative that coal
mine owners arc willing
to take all the risks. This
has been a defining saga
of the MDA government.
All its claims of having
achieved outstanding self-
assessed marks in Agricul-
ture, Health, Employment
through entrepreneurship
ctal have paicd into insig-
nificance when law and or-
derhave taken a nosedive.
How can any Government
allow illegality of such
a degree and use a law
enforcing agency to bend
the law. And mind you oil
the parties including pres-
sure groups are part ofthc
largesse collected from
illegal coal mining. So
the claims of these groups
that they will die for their
people is a let o f bunkum'!
There’s a saying - No one
isas blind & the one who
refuses to sec. So pres-
sure groups arc paid to zip
their mouths. Those of us
who have watched these
groups for decades know
why they pick and choose
issues.

Many have pointed
out the pathetic human
devclopmert indices. It
only takes a visit to rural
Meghalaya to see that
‘development’ is a word
that's foreign to them
Women seem to do only
one thing - give birth to
babiesand leave the future
of those babies into the
hands of God. So-callcd
health and family welfare
outreach by the State seem
to have missed the mark.
In rural Meghalaya, family
planning is a taboo word.
At the risk ofbeing repeti-
tive, maternal and infant
mortality arc both high
and people take this as
inevitable - ahand of fate.
Poverty is all oo evident
and landlcssncss has been
a matter of grave concern
but neither tie MDA Gov-
ernment nor its predeces-
sors have had the moral
fibre to speak of a cadas-
tral survey. So afraid arc
politicians ofbeing found
out how many hectares of
land they o.vn that they
would not even entertain
that subject. Everywhere
one travels but especially
in Ri Bhoi district large

la Wad Kam (Voice of the
Unemployed Youth) listing a
scries of demands which in-
cluded the foimulalion ofthc
F.mployment Policy among
others. The letter which
was attached to a live bullet
warned both tix; past, present
and future government with
dire conscqtences if their
demands arc not met. The
High Court of Meghalaya,
the Shillong Press Club and
others also reported about
receiving a similar letter. It
is evident tint each year a

chunks of land arc now in
the possession ofthc urban
elite from Shillong. There
is no control or regulation
over sale of land. Com-
munity land is a scarce
commodity today but no
politician will ever raise
this issue!

This, in fact, is Megha-
laya's great cover up that
needs to be exposed. Since
wc have new entrants into
the electoral field such as
the Voice of the People
Party (VPP) and KAM
Meghalaya, lam straining
my cars to hear them rake
up this matter, which if
brushed under the already
rotten carpet will blow up
on our faccs bccausc it
will leave a good chunk of
Meghalaya's indigenous
population landless. It is
notwithout reason that BB
Lyngdoh, a statesman who
never made any money
in his entire political ca-
reer. wanted a cadastral
survey to be conducted.
Alas! Other short-sighted
politicians shot down his
proposal repeatedly with-
out giving cogent reasons
for their opposition

There is no doubt at all
that the MDA Government
has been able to bring sev-
eral schemes which were
generously funded by the
NDA Government at the
Centre since the BIP is
part of the coalition. The
question is whether these
schemes have been moni-
tored and evaluated and
who is doing that? Why
docs the central govern-
ment not keep a tab on
these centrally funded
schemes? Why arc time-
lines not adhered to? Kircn
Rijiju as the junior minis-
ter in the Home Ministry-
came to Dawki in 2017
and assured that the Centre
would assist in expansion
of the Shillong-Dawki
highway. Two years ago
the NHIIX.'L came in to
start the process but the
project has been aban-
doned for now. Itis learnt
that the contractor found
the project non-viable
since extortion is at an
all-time high. 1f the State
Governmentcannot assure
safe passage for a nation-
al construction company
then the state has no right
to development funds.
And the Central Govern-
ment is coniplicit as well
for not taking stock of
these projects. Only now
arc central ministers com -
ing in to evaluate the Jal
Jecvan Mission scheme

bishop, committee chair-
man, senior pastor or general
secretary, scheming follows
ways that arc tragically simi-
lar to politics or the sccular
workplace. Many leaders
arc more interested in mak-
ing a name for themselves
and leaving monuments
behind them than in serving
others for which Christ has
commissioned them. Many
othersarc even siphoning off
project funds into their wal-
lets. It is a sad but common-
place fact that numbers arc
often i inorder to

out of context even when
things are on public record.
They reason to themselves
and sometimes even to their
people that they have had to
spend a lot of money to win
ihe clcctions. and the least
they can do is lo gel it back
and have some more to fight
the next eleclion. It is sad
but true!

Having worked with poli-
ticians for the past 20 years.
I also understand how these
“leaders” promptly decide
on an issue without thinking
whether it would help the
state to make progress or
not. Chief Minister Conrad
K Sangma on January 11
questioned the failure of the
then Mukul-lcd Congress
government in addressing
the unemployment problem
faced by the youth of the
state and said wearing the
ALTC jersey will not make
people forget that they arc
the same players. His com-
ments came soon after the
Labour Department received
a letter from "Ka Sur Ki Sam-

great aspirants
in the state fall victim to
one of the many varieties of
fraudulent schemes. People
like Sakct Gokhalc and Ab-
hishek Bancrjcc may offera
“great deal” that "won't be
available tomorrow," or the
opportunity that is "too good
to pass up” but the old say-
ing "better safe than sorry"
should remind the youth of
the possibil tics of being
misled. For row it is better
to treat any TMC offer of
a "wonderful opportunity”
with a great deal of skepti-
cism. If the “deal” will not
be available tomorrow, then
it probably is not much ofa
deal, becausc any reputable
“business"w ilallow you the
opportunity to shop around
and compare prices.
Politics in Meghalaya
truly is sinking lower and
lower by the day; but arc
Churches here any better?
Personal rat *aces arc com-
mon in many churches and
Christian organizations
here in ihe Christian Suite,
Whether it is to become the

impress the donors, without
any qualms about truth

Instead of Christians in-
fluencing the world for the
better, the world has been
influencing Christians for
the worse. The example of
James and John along with
their mother jostling for
position in Jesus' coming
kingdom shows us that mere
acquaintance with Jesus is
not enough to transform our
lives from living for our-
selves toliving forChrist. We
need to be *born again" and
‘become like little children*
before we can understand or
participate in the working of
the kingdom of God. This
would becomeeasier forus if
we keep before our eyes that
world that is to come rather
than this present wxirld.

The apostle Paul is not
just the author of many
books of the Bible and mis-
sionary leader of the early
church, but he has left us an
outstanding example o fper-
sonal life and work. He was
so gripped of the fact that as

If there is one area
where the MDA Govern-
ment is weakest it is in
environmental conserva-
tion. Anyone can start
quarrying anywhere. In
the upper readies of the
Umkhen River is a one
of several quarries owned
by a minister in the MDA
The Umkhen used to sup-
ply water to thousands of
households at one time.
Now it is a poor shadow
of itself having turned
into a drain. The Assam
Regimental Centre too has
cncroachcd into its banks
even while the vendors in
thearea dump all their gar-
bage into the river. No one
really knows what the Wa-
ter Resources Department
isup to ifit cannot reclaim
these rivers. In Megha-
laya. departments work
in silos. Hence the PHED
and Water Resources de-
partment function at cros3
purposes and don’t talk lo
cach other. Meanwhile the
Forest Department keeps
coming up with regula-
tionsgalore without being
in the least bothered about
implementing a single
one. There is for instance
a ban on charcoal produc-
tion becausc this involves
relentless cutting down o f
trees. But this trade carries
on unabated bccausc there
is no alternative employ-
ment. A trip to Jaintia Hills
will reveal the number of
charcoal units from Barato
onwards. In Eastern West
Khasi hills a few minutes
away from the Kyllang
Rock there arc several
charcoal units and trees
arc felled mercilessly. You
wonder what the Forest
Department staff arc paid
forand why they arc even
needed ifthey cannot stop
this rapid environmental
destruction

Political observers
would have noticed that
the Minister for Environ-
ment and Forests hardly
speaks. He perhaps be-
lieves in action more than
words. But whatarc those
actions? That is a question
that must be answered by
the MDA Government
Docsa Government which
cares a damn for the envi-
ronment and has hardly
done anything to rejuve-
nate rivers in its 5-year
term, deserve to be re-
elccted? Even the ban on
single use plastic bags is
short-lived. Forthose with
environmental conccrns
the MDA Government has
been a *non-pcrfonncr.’
Period!

(SIX)

Sinking of land al Joshimath a fallout
of reckless construction activities

Comprehensive review
of all infrastructure

work needed
By D. Raghumtmlun

It appears that nothing
short of a total disaster
will convince authorities,
especially jndcr the present
government, that reckless
development without ad-
dressing environmental or
social issues, does not lead
to progress. The unfold-
ing tragedy in Joshimath

ignored. Study reports by
these institutions, including
high-powered committees
set up by the state govern-
ment dating back to the
famous MC' Mishra Com-
mittee report of around 50
ycarsago. and other experts
have underlined the gco-

considcroc a holy town for
being the gateway to the
hill shrine of Badrinath,
is but the latest in a long
series of disasters in the
Uttarakhand Himalayas
caused by unrestrained
construction, infrastructure
and urbanisation in these
fragile mountains. These
human-iiKuccd calamities,
in the western Himalayas
in Himachal Pradesh and
UtUtrakhaad. have been in
the recent past. cxaecrhatcd
by the effects of human-
induced climate change
like extreme rainfall lead-
ing to floods, landslides
and so on

Joshimath. atan altitude
0f 6000 feet has now been
hadly hit By land subsid-
ence i.e.. sinking of the
land, causing large cracks
and structural damage of
roads, buildings and other
infrastructure affecting
almost a quarter of the
town. Over 720 houses

have so far been assessed
as severely damaged in
four badly affected /ones,
and 89 buildings including
residencesand hotels have
been earmarked for imme-
diate demolition as being
unsafe for inliabitants and
for nearby buildings. Sev-
eral hundred inhabitants
have been shifted to safer
locations, while others are
awaiting similar arrange-
ments.

Meanwhile aftccted in-
habitants of Joshimath are
up in arms at the destruc-
tion of their town despite
repeated earlier warnings,
and at the casual man-
ner in which the district
administration, the state
government and even the
central government hasap-
proached tic disaster. Their
approach r one of dealing

ami seismic fragility ofthc
region and the consequent
dangers of major construc-
tion activities.

These experts have
pointed out that Joshimath
and many other towns in
the region, have been built
over very weak and un-
stable soil and stone sub-
strate consisting of loose
material left behind by
glacial movement and ear-
lier landslides. This limits
the carrying capacity of
settlements which have,
however, grown haphaz-
ardly and to over-burdencd
size in terms of residents
and increasing numbers of
tourists. The region is clas-
sified as seismic Zonc-V,
the highest level o f vulner-
ability to earthquakes and
seismic activity, which can
be exacerbated by heavy
construction activity such
as blasting and tunnelling
asdone in the area. Block-
age of natural drainage by

poorly planned construc-
tion can also cause insta-
bility and cxaccit>atc land-
slides. As a result, satellite
data reveal that Joshimath
has been sinking ata rate of
6.5cm per year.

The chief minister of
the BJP government of Ut-
tarakhand. Pushkar Singh
Dhami. has misleadingly
described this as a “natu-
ral disaster” while, on the
other hand, construction
activities at the NTPC's
Tapovan-Vishnugarh "run
of the river” hydel project,
whose tunnelling work has
been undertaken elose to the
town, and the Joshimath-
Badrinath highway, have
been halted in response to
local anger. Blasting has
been prohibited in thcaa'a,
but loeals have pointed
to sign-boards announc-

a and
he was forgiven that he no
longer sought anything for
himself. The things in his
life that people of the world
would admire he counted
as dung. He sought to live
withaclearconscienceatall
timesand to keep aclear tes-
timony before God and also
before people. He was very
clearin his mind thatone day
all of us would have to give
an account or ourselves to
God. These are some of the
characteristics o f those who
arc genuinely working for
the kingdom of God.

This kind of transfor-
mation as a community of
Christians in Meghalaya
needs not just individual
repentance, realignment of
goals, and change of think-
ing and behavior, but also
a change of the leadership
mentality towards working
for promoting these changes
in individuals and organiza-
tions. Our leaders need to
dream big for the kingdom
ofGod and His people, and
make strategic and tactical
plans to achieve those goals
But we also need to keep in
mind that scheming and de-
vising self-promoting plans
belong to another kingdom.

Yours etc.
James Oliver Lyngdoh.
Shillong-8

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

with the prob-
lem of damaged buildings
through evacuation, com-
pensation and shifting to
temporary shelters, adding
to the long list of “devel-
opment refugees” in India
where people lose their
homes, savings and liveli-
hoods while contractors
and commercial ventures
reap the harvest o f dcstme-
tive develcpment. All those
aOected by the Joshimath
disaster, who arc victims
of wilful governmental
negligence, must be fully
rehabilitated and given due

ing for blasting
in different construction
pockets. Even now. despite
the ban on construction,
TV channels have reported
that, in the absence o fany
monitoring, some sort of
construction activity is
taking place in the area.
This total lack o fregulation
and enforcement is char-
acteristic of infrastructure
construction in the region.
The famous Char Dham
Highway linking major
religious sites was allow ed
by the Supreme Court to
be widened and proceed

so that they too do not have
to wait inccfinitcly as sup-
plicants for what is due to
them. However, the longer-
term issueof on-going and
continuing construction
activities related to roads,
hydro-electric projects and
haphazard urbanisation
without taking into con-
sideration the fragility of
the mountain ecosystem
and its vuiacrabilitics. must
also be adcressed. W hereas
decisions regarding imme-
diate response measures
in the aftermath of the
Joshimatb disaster were
taken ata meeting of state
and ccntral government
officials, the National Di-
saster Management Au-
thority. Geological Survey
of India, and the National
Institute of Hydrology,
numerous earlier reports
by these very institutions
and the Wadia Institute of
llimalayar Geology raising
danger signals have been

with no regula-
tion imposed. Joshimath is
today paying the price for
this “development at any
cost" approach.

Itis likely thatother parts
ofJoshimath town will also
suffer from subsidence in
months and years to come
Other towns and locations
in the region arc also simi-
larly vulnerable. The valley
town of Rudraprayag has
already reported cases of
major cracks in residences
and other buildings.

Itis clear that, whatever
measuresarc taken to tack-
le the current Joshimath
disaster, a comprehensive
review is required of in-
frastructure and other con-
struction activities in the
fragile western Himalayan
region. What is required is
a well conceived pathway
towards environmentally
sensitive development
minimising harm to local
residents and visitors. (/PA
Service)
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No state policy on environment
POLITICIANSand citi/.cns speak ofeverything but
the environment. Yet what has happened at Joshi-
math in Uttarakhand where land is sinking at several
parts due to human-induced activities should create
some tremors in Meghalaya too. One of the reasons
for the land subsidence is the reckless destruction
ofaquifers \vhi:h then flood the downstream areas
and cause loss of lives and property. In Meghalaya,
there is no respect for environmental regulations
and bodies created for assessing the environmental
feasibility ofa project are therejust to facilitate min-
ingofcoal, limestone, stone and sand quarrying etc..
not to curb these activities. The alibi given is that
these are traditional livelihoods and hence stopping
them without providing alternative employment is
not tenable. Ifthe governments past and present
had engaged enough on this issue and recognised
the environmental concerns that threaten our long
term water availability and stability, by now alter-
native sources of income would have been created.
Alas! All governments have only a five-year plan
and don't care vhat happens thereafter. This short-
sightedness wil cause major environmental impacts

in Meghalaya.

Vast stretchcs of what was oncc forests have
been denuded. This is visible on the way to Smit,
Mawkynrcw, Mawlngot and on the road to both East
and West Jaintia Hills and West Khasi Hills too. It’s
the same story in the Garo Hills. Politicians have
either capitulated to the sand banking, quarrying and
mining lobbies orare part o fthe caucus themselves.
Most rivers in Meghalaya have become sluggish
drains loaded with garbage but no one loses sleep
over this. The Meghalaya State Pollution Control
Board (MSPCB) is just an office clearing files that
give a free-for-all to mining lobbies. They have never
once taken any action to try and awaken communi-
ties to care for tlieir rivets. Surely they have enough
wherewithal fo* consistent awareness programmes
and also the mandate to take action against polluters.
Why has not a single action been initiated by the
MSPCB? Is it because therc is a nexus between this
institution and those who are hell bent on destroying
the environment for minting money?

The Forest Department too is an apathetic on-
looker to the slow death of forests on account of
charcoal production by the hundreds o ftonnes daily.
The three district councils too have never been held
accountable forthe rapid destruction of forest which
they claim is under their watch. Incidentally the
rivers too arc under the custodianship of the district
councils. But when has the Forest Department and
the district councils last had ajoint strategy to con-
serve our dwindling forests. Will any political party
care to include the environment in their manifesto
even ifit is nota sexy agenda?

Needed a
single-party
government

Editor

Further to my letter under
the caption ‘Change de-
mands hard work’ (ST Dec
31 2022). we all arc aware
that a strong government
requires a powerful head
of the State. Presently, we
have such a dispensation
in the Central Government
where the Prime Minister
is very powerful. He is ca-
pable of taking hard deci-
sions. capable of removing
his subordinate ministers if
they do not deliver to their
optimum capacity or fail to
meet the public aspirations.
This is possible because the
central government is gov-
erned under a single party,
an absolute majority ruling
party.

In contrast, in our state,
we have a coalition govern-
ment, where no single politi-
cal party is in the majority
to form a government of its
own. Asaresult, the leaderof
the party leading tic govern-
ment has to depend largely
on the will and wishes of
the parties supporting it. The
CM cannot take effective/
corrective action against any
ofhis subordinate ministers,
especially those from the
coalition partners. Through-
out his tenure asa CM. he
is apprehensive about the
fall of his government and
therefore has to always ap-
pease his allies. We have
experienced earlier as to how
our government was toppled
several times in \ single 5
yearsspan, probably becausc
the CM then could not please

all at all times. So. one can
imagine how difficult it is for
a CM to run the administra-
tion in a coalition dispensa-
tion. In such a scenario how
can we expect a decisive
and result-producing head
of the state.

Thus, in order to avoid
such a bitter experience of
having a weak coalition
government, it is necessary
that we bring a single party
to power. This is possible
only when we cast our votes
for such a candidate, in our
respective constituencies
who is from the party having
apan-state presence and also
has contested an adequate
number of assembly elec-
tions and which is capable
of forming a single party
government.

Yours ctc.
K Chettri
Shillong -2

A well-timed
answer

Editor,

A big thank you Mr
Charles Pyngropc for hav-
ing brushed aside all the
angles ofxenophobia against
Bengalis. From the Siachcn
glaciers to Kanyakuniari
from Tripura toGujarat, BJP
could look at the vast land
that belongs to it. But 2000
km South Fast lies West
Bengal and there the hingeof
fate has turned. Four months
of campaign by three BJP
stalwarts ended tip in smoke.
The CAA isdefeated. Thein-
jured tigress had fought back
and Mundcrbans tigress arc
world renowned like those
of Kumaon

And look at all leading
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Governors vs CMs: Raj
Bhavan must know its limits

In a national capital
with the maximum num-
ber of political VVIPs.
here Isan intriguing ques-
tion: who is the Big Boss
of Delhi? Is it the union
home ministry which con-
trols the sprawling Union
Territory of Delhi? Is it
the Lieutenant Governor
as a representative of the
Centrewho is the final au-
thority? Or is itan elected
chiefminister who has the
powers to run the city?
Amidst legal ambiguity
and cscalating political
conflict, there are growing
concerns over the hyper-
partisan role being played
by non-clccted constitu-
tional functionaries resid-
ing in plush Raj Bhavans
across the country.

The most rccent exam-
ple in Delhi of the stand
oft' between the Lieuten-
ant Governor VK Saxena
and chief minister Arvind
Kcjrivval is the fracas over
the important Mayoral
election for the city. The
LG unilaterally nominates
his ‘aldermen” (nominated
members) to the Munici-
pal Corporation of Del-
hi (MCD) and decides
on a presiding officer of
his choice bypassing the
elected state government,
leading to total pandemo-
nium in the civic body
between the Aam Aadmi
party and BJP councillors,
eventually resulting in the
mayoral election process
being stalled.

Several charges have
been exchanged by both
sides of which the most
serious is quite simply
this: is the LG acting as
a neutral umpire between
the competing political
forces or is he a twelfth
man playing for one side
by usurping the powers
of an elected govern-
ment in a manner that
renders the Kejriwal gov-
ernmentalmostirrelevant,
if notimpotent? Under the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) Act 1992. the
LG is expected to act on
the aid and advise of the
council of ministers ex-
cept in matters of policc.
publicorderand land. The
conccptof agovernoract-
ing on the ‘aid and advise"
of council of ministers
means thatexecutive pow-
ers isvested in the elected
government and not in an
unclected LG. Any other
interpretation should be

institutions. Wc are grate-
ful to all our teachers from
Dacca, Jadavpur and Cal-
cutta who were torch bear-
ers of education and with
our Khasi-Jaintia and Garo
teachers we got Shillong as
the educational hub of the
North Fast. Of course. we
will need to revive this place
of pride in course of time.
Yours etc.,
W. Passah
EX Hod electronics
(St Fdmunds College)
Shillong

On celebrating
religious
festivals

Fditor.

This is with reference
to what Salil Gewali wrote
(ST Jan.13) on the mode
of celebration of important
religious festivals. The moral
issues he raised in his letter
deserve attention and imple-
mentation. Such raising of
voices against the evils of
our society makes us aware
of what we are doing and
what we ought not to do. Sad
to say. that such write-ups in
the form ofarticles and let-
ters in your esteemed daily
do nothing more than make
us feel guilty o fwhat we are
doing. But should not such
quilt compel us to repent of
our evil deeds and help us
resolve not to commit such
wrongs again? Well, that
did not happen in the days
of Krishna and Arjuna. and
is not happening today. This
will go on till God Himself
comes to destroy the evil
and the evil doers in His
time. Till then let us lend our

By Rajdeep Surdesui

seen as a constitutional
perversion.

However, in March
2021. the BJP-majori-
ty parliament pushed
through amendments to
the GNCTI) Act which
have effectively whittled
down the decision making
powers and autonomy of
the elected state govern-
ment and has given the
LG supervisory powers
over almost any decision
taken by the state cabinet.
The amendments say that
the Government of the
Capital Territory of Del-
hi means the Lieutenant
Governor-Administrator,
a detlnition.il sleight of
hand thatallows an LG to
bypass the Mate govern-
ment at his discretion

Which is exactly what
has happened ever since
Mr Saxena .ook over as
LO in May last year. On
almost every issue, he
seems to be engaged in a

betweenadominant Modi
government at the Centre
and a defiant Kejriwal re-
gime in Delhi. As the state
and civic body elections
have shown. Kejriwal has
emerged as Delhi's ncta
numberone, the AAP hav-
ing built a strong connect
at the local mohalla level.
The AAP’s political ideas
and style of functioning
can be contested but the
popularity of its leader-
ship is undeniable. The
BJP has been unable to
combat Kcjriwal's appeal
despite frequent changes
in its state leadership. A
politically partisan LG
seems to be therefore the
only ploy to cut the AAP
leadership to size.

This misuse o fconstitu-
tional functionaries is not
unique to Delhi either but
ispartof aclear emerging
pattern lluti lias ominous
portents for elected gov-
ernments and democratic

“As the state and civic hotly elections have
shown. Kejriwal has emerged as Delhi's neta
number one. the AAP having built a strong
connect at the local mohalla level. The AAPs
political ideas and style o f functioning
can be contested but the popularity of
its leadership is undeniable.”

head on public collision
with the Kejriwal govern-
ment. virtually taking over
the administrative func-
tioning of the state capital
The reporting structure of
the bureaucracy appears
now to be directly to the
LG office, often sidestep-
ping the chiel'niinistcr and
his cabinet. That a three
time elected chief minis-
ter twice with thumping
majorities should be sub-
servient to a non-clected
government official is a
travesty of constitutional
democracy: could anyone
countenancc a situation
where tomorrow the Presi-
dentof India were to dic-
tate terms to the political
executive at the Centre?
How does one hold the
Kejriwal government ac-
countable far promises
made at election time if
his ministersarc rendered
powerless?
Unfortunately, foreight
years now, the citizens of
Delhi are caught in this un-
seem ly political tug o fwar

sensitive can to the advice
ofpeople like Salil who give
us unsolicited advice. Their
desire to bring abouta social
change is conmcendable,
The law cf the land and
the truths found in the reli-
gious books and the police
forec and the zood education
in our society can do very
little if we co not humble
ourselves and surrender our
all to God who alone can
change our ivickcd heart
Let’s learn to live for others
aswe live foiourselves. We
need to use our sacriticial
love (which God hasalready
given us) and only then will
we find the desired change in
oursocicty tint noble people
like Salil arc diking about in
their writings
Yours etc..
Omar Luther King,
Delhi-34

Undesirable
statement of
RSS chief

Fditor.

Any statement made by
the RSS chiefcarries weight
and cannot be ignored as we
had seen the impact of the
statement in Biharassembly
elections. During the last
assembly election in Bihar
the RSS eh cf had made
the statcmeni on review of
reservation policy. Due to
this one statement the BJP
lost the assembly elections
Mulayani Siogh confinned
in the Lok Sabha that due
to one statement of Mohan
Bhagwdi BIP lost the as-
sembly elections in Bihar. So
whatever stattment is made
has its own vcightage. The

processes. Across the
country, opposition state
governments find them-
selves in the cross-hairs
of Raj Bhavans acting as
political partisans instead
of unbiased guardians of
the constitution.

The unprecedented ac-
tion this week of Tamil
Nadu governor. RN Ravi
in delivering a speech that
deviated from an approved
text and then staging a
walk out from the state
assembly is typical of the
total disregard for con-
stitutional conventions.
Here is a governor who is
sitting on bills and mak-

In Maharashtra, governor

BS Koshiyari a former
BJP chief minister from
Uttarakhand was ac-

cused of aiding the Shiv
Sena rebellion by rushing
ahead with a new gov-
ernment formation while
disregarding defection
petitions pending in the
Supreme Court. In Te-
langana. there has been
a bruising tug of war
between chief minister K
Chandrashckhar Rao and
Governor Tamilsai Soun-
darajan. another example
of a BJP politician now
residing in a Raj Bhavan

The argument that
previous governments at
the Centre have routinely
misused Raj Bhavans will
not stick any longer. Rub-
ber stamp governors be-
ing guilty of arbitrarily
dismissing state govern-
ments during Congress
regimes in the past can
be no justification for gu-
bernatorial interventions
thatarc so brazenly politi-
cally aligned. Article 154
(2) (a) in the constitution
says: ‘Nothing in this ar-
ticle shall be deemed to
transfer to the Governor
any functions conferred
by any existing law orany
other authority.*" Plainly,
the constitution does not
allow a governor or an
LG to assume a role that
is conferred by citizens on
the clectcd governmentof
the state. If the domineer-
ing Modi government at
the Centre is unwilling
to recognize and respect
this distinct separation of
powers, then the Supreme
Court must send it a tell-
ing reminder before it is
too late

Post-script: Post-script:
Between 2019 and 2022.
Jagdecp Dhankar was
West Bengal governor
where lie was engaged in
repeated altercation with
chiefminister Mamta Ba-
neijee. In August last year.
Dhankar was moved out
of Kolkata and elevated
to Vice-presidentship
As a DMK on

ing a series of p
loaded statements, even
calling for Tamil Nadu's
name to be changed. Ile
is not alone. In Kerala,
the high-profile governor
ArifMohammad Khan has
been engaged in an open
war of words with chief
minister. Pinarayi Vijayan.
In Punjab, the governor re-
fused to summon a special
session of the assembly.

RSS will be completing a
hundred ycan> in 2025 and
is at present running about
60.000 shakhas (daily as-
semblies) which it intends to
increase to one lakh which is
well night impossible. Such
statements are meant to gc*ar
up their cadres at the ground
level. Itis also a false notion
that with the increase of
RSS workers scats of BJP
will also increase becausc
maximum RSS shakluis arc
in Kerala yet there is only
one MLA and no Lok Sabha
iiiembci fioin lltcic,

The RSS doesn’t speak
much, or publicly so when
it docs the context is cru-
cial. The ambiguities arc
rife and much can be lost
in translation. Sarsangh-
chalak Mohan Bhagwat's
interview to editors of the
Panchjanya and Organiser,
both RSS-aftiliatcd journals,
is. therefore, a valuable peek
into what lies at the heart and
mind ofthe Sangh Parivarof
which India’s ruling party is
a member. It shows signs of
a softening, on the question
of LGBTQ rights and free-
doms. But it also frames a
dialling up of the divide on
the Hindu-Muslim issue.

On the first, the RSS
chiefs comments. "W ¢ have
found a way to prov ide them
(LGBTO) social acceptance.
They arc also human beings
having an inalienable right to
live." Bhagwat’s statements
now can be rcad as the RSS
taking a small, significant
step towards tolcrance of a
sexual minority that faces
popular discrimination. His
statements about a "war for
over 1000 years” are dis-
quieting for their portrayal
ofa society under siege and
engaged in unceasing hostili-

sarcastically remarked
during a tv debate. “A
precedent has been set
openly challenging non-
BJP state governments is
seen asan achievement for
a governor which brings
its own rewards!”

(The writer is senior
journalist and author
Mail: rfdeepsan/esal52(a
gmail.com)

1

ties within. His saying that
itis “but natural for those at
war to be aggressive.” and
talk of the “enemy within"
can be read asjustification of
perilous niajoritarian asser-
tion in a diverse democracy.
His advice to Muslims to
"abandon their boisterous
thetoric o fsupremacy™is un-
wise counsel from someone
who speaks to the majority
community from a position
ofgreat authority.
Ifhiswar-like comments
now are seen in the con-
text of next year's general
election, the augury of po-
larisation sccnisclear  and
disquieting. Bhagvvatshould
not turn the clock back on
a forward movement he
threw his weight behind
The statement also shows
the RSS-BJP uneasiness
due to Bharat Jodo Yatra of
Rahul Gandhi which is get-
ting good response from the
common masses. Moreover
opposition partiesare uniting
against the BJP and in this
regard on January 30 when
this Bharat Jodo Yatra will
culminateat Srinagar, 21 po-
litical parties will assemble
to show their strength
BJP is already losing
ground on two parameters
one is Old Pension Scheme
(OPS) and second is castc
based ccnsus. Assembly
elections of Karnataka are
very crucial for BJP as it
can make or mar the Party’s
future.
Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.
Via email

Atticles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers'
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Now Tchri. Mussorie crumble

Apathy sinks
Himalayas

By Shivaji Sarkar

Heaven is literally fall-
ing to human greed. It
is just not Joshimath but
even Tehri Garhwal. Kar-
naprayaj. and Mussorie
arc also sinking and so may
be many other parts at the
crest of the Uttarakhand
Himalayas. The Rs 12,000
crorc Ckar Dhani (CD)
all-weather road projects
spurring real-estate are
gobbling up all.

Latest reports say that
the earth movers are dig-
ging around Joshimath and
other areas even as over
4000 persons have been
evacuated and most houses
have crumbled. Tragedies
do not stop the road to
hell. In 2013. Uttarakhand
government had sought Rs
21,000 cores for ruthless
reconstruction post the
Himalayan deluge. Itseems
to be the catalyst for the
present disaster.

The Tehri district is the
latest to “eport cracks and
land subsidence. An IIT
Roorkcc team is studying
Karnaprayag. Charnba in
the Tehri. around a CD
tunnelling: is the worst hit
with honscs crumbling.
Seepages at Tehri dam are
common, reports SP Rai of
National Institute of Hy-
drology. Mow a road from
Mana to Lipulckh through
sensitive hills with rare
virgin forest is the latest
danger.

In June 2013. after the
Kcdarnath tragedy this
scribe mentioned "In all
there are 244 hydcl proj-
ects (IIFP)of various sizes
that are at various stages
of planning and arc to be
constructed in the state.
Some ofthese are already
on stream. Othersarc com-
ing up. Pancheswar dam
being planned in Tanakpur
is likely io be bigger than
Tehri and biggest in In-
dia. Does that mean more
disasters arc awaiting the
region?”

Unfor.unately. it is so
Nobody Istened to the cries
of former minister Uma
Bharati far not dislodging
the image of presiding de-
ity. Dhar Devi before the
June IX, 2013 cloudburst.
The CAG reviewed 42
hydcl projects in 2009. It
noted th;.t over 200 more
projects were coming up

almost at every 5 to 7
kms. Theyeaming formak-
ing Uttarakhand the "Utja
Pradesh”has led to reckless
development.

Ravi Chopra, former
head of High-Powered
Committee for CD roads
mentions that a bypass
around Joshimath was op-
posed by the townspeople.
The 10-tietrc-vvide road
all around the state weak-
ens the hills with digging,
blasting, removal of green
cover and aquifers.

Pristine Joshimath
the gateway to heaven
Satopanih. from where
Yudhisthirwent to swarga:
the pceif of Adi Sltanka-
racharya; winter camp of
Lord Badrinath. is as per
legend may be enunciating
the end ofan era.

The pjlicy failure and
greed to generate thousands
ofcrores of profits has led
to a disaster evolving for
decades and hastened by
rapid activity of hydcl tun-
nelling. toad constructions
and puncturing aquifers ill-
suited fora delicate fragile
region, the crown of the
Indian subcontinent.

Ancient wisdom or-
dained far least activity
around tenuous hills that
arc shaken with the mildest
vibration Nowondereven
the British resorted to the
least activities and built
lighter lay trains where
possible. They avoided
wanton destruction that
the svvadjslii gold diggers
have delved into. The broad
gauge railway being extend
beyond Risnikesh could
have been avoided.

The prophesy o fthe Nar
and N'arayan hills merging
with the Badrinath temple
vanishing seems coming
tme. It predicts the submer-
gence of the temple with
the Alaknanda and other
rivers either vanishing or
cliailEU £ CUUIMT.

The Himalayan shrines
may haw contributed to
wanderlust and develop-

ment of the livelihood of
the locals. In itself it has
culturally been supposed
to be a sustainable but not
large economy. Religious
trekking from Rishikcsh
upwards added to the ad-
venture and charm of the
pilgrimage. It was for the
spirit and not fun. Post-
Independence the road con-
structions started threaten-
ing the fragile rcgion with
more landslides. With each
decade greed sharpened
and the massive Tehri dam
was built even against the
wishes of scientists and
ministers.

These shrines werc con-
sidered sacred notonly for
their spirituality but as a
constant reminder to tec-
tonically sensitive zone that
controls the subcontinental
climate

Joshimath is an instance
of how common man suf-
fers forall ill-planned mea-
sures. Yes. Joshimath. fac-
ing literally a Himalayan
disaster itself has been a
thriving economy with a
mere bank investment of
a petty amount of Rs 900
crorc! Thatis the total debt
entire Joshimath owes
Surprising, that is for a
population o fabout 30.000
serving pilgrims and tour-
ists lo Badrinath. Valley of
Flowers, Hcmkundand the
skirink Auli. Tlte rink itself
cost Rs 83 lakh and today
earns Rs 4.5 crore a year
butistermed a hazard. The
10-meter-wide CD road
decays hills amid severe
devastation with felling of
large number of trees, de-
struction ofaquifers, shrubs
and fauna habitats.

Queer is the norm for
planting trees. Trees felled
on the hills arc replaced
with planting trees in
Jharkhand or anywhere in
the country. The official
files do a wonderful eco-
logical balancing

In 2010. the HNB Gar-
hwal University study said
tunnel boring machine
punctured an aquifer on
December 24. 2009 releas-
ing millions of litres of
water daily from NTPC's
Tapovan-Vishnugad 520
MW hydcl project. The
researchers warned of the
mishap’s potential for "ini-
tialing ground subsidence.
It was forgotten till IX*ccm-
ber2022 when the looming
nightmare became a real-
ity around Joshimath. This
punctured aquifer gushing
out water is the cause for
Joshimath sinking, con-
firms Garhwal Commis-
sioner Sushil Kumar

In February 2021.
around 200 people went
missing as Dhauliganga
and Rishibhanga rivers
flooded the Tapovan head
race tunnel.

Warnings of 1930 Swiss
scientists. 1976 Commis-
sioner MC Mishra on
haphazard constructions
and Supreme Court ap-
pointed committee of 2013
for scismically sensitive
Main Central Zone advice
against hydel projects werc
ignored. The CD projectof
the Border Road Organisa-
tion being touted as defence
project, though it was not
so earlier, is only aggravat-
ing the situation

Incidents of glacial lake
outburst Hoods (GLOF)
a UNDP and Furopean
Commission study men-
tioned that such floods
are happening regularly.
Notable incidents occurred
in 1997. 2000 and 2005 in
the Sutlej basin and in 1970
and 1978 in Alaknanda
and Bhagiratlii basins. In
2000 and 2005 it hit the
Pong Dam. in Himachal,
severely, damaging roads,
habitations and scores of
bridges

Incidents of GLOF are
reported in Sikkim. Ladakh.
Jammu and Kashmir. Hi-
machal and Arunachal
Pradesh. The Himalayas
all around are crumbling.
Damsand roads benefit the
industry-real estate mafia
damning the sensitive ge-
ology and livelihood. If
unchecked it may have
disastrous consequences
and even lead to desertifi-
cation of tlic viudlc of the
civilisation, the Ganga val-
ley. The country must rise
to stop it
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Five must-read books on inclusion and d

By Pritisha Borthakur

e may learn so much through books, and
they can also widen our horizons and
introduce us to new ideas. They have a

method of evoking empathy in readers by
ing them to empathise with characters that may be
unlike themselves or with other characters in the
novel. One .if the finest ways to approach such
weighty and complicated themes is through chil-
dren's books that celebrate variety. Representation
is important. People will always wonder things
like "do 1 be ong here?” until society truly reflects
everyone. Thankfully, there arc now an increasing
number of irulticultural children's books that ad-
dress issues of race, religion, inclusion, tolerance,
and empathy.

Consider these five excellent reads by Indian
authors that celebrate diversity and are a great way
to teach your loved ones the beauty of our multi-
coloured and multicultural globe!

How I Tiuj-In My Grandmother to Read?
(By Sudha Murthy)

sudha \ltrty being an author, teacher and a social
worker comes across with many people with dif-
ferent way of thinking and unique mindsets. This
book consists of short stories where Sudha Murty
recounts her real-life incidences. What do you do
when your grandmother asks you to teach her the
alphabet? "How | Taught My Grandmother to Read"
has all the experiences, life values, and learnings
which a person should have at any age. Through
this book the author tells the readers that learning
has no age bar, there is always a start at any age,
and that nothing is impossible. Funny, spirited and
inspiring, the story teaches a valuable lesson about
the importance of doing what you believe is right
and having the courage to realise your dreams.
Author Murthy writes in the simplest of languages,
yet each word tugs at your conscience. It is apt for
8 years and above.

Puhor and Niyor’s Mural of Family Stories
(By Pritisha Borthakur)

“Puhor and Niyor's Mural of Family Stories’,
written by a journalist and mother. Pritisha
Borthakur. is a powerful progressive children's
book that aims to inspire curiosity, raise awareness,
instill compassion, entertain, and show a unique
glimpse of the diverse kinds of families found in
any community. The book begins with an introduc-
tion to Puhor and Niyor, two brothers making a
mural, telling the stories of different families. It
shows Puhorand Niyor's family as being a nuclear
family, witha mom and a dad. These twins demon-
strate there «reall sorts of families - children with
two moms, two dads, a single mother; a multiracial
family unit: foster and adopted children: pet parent
and more « none more important than another, and
all of them are beautiful in their own unique way

The story progresses with adding to the mural an il-
lustration of each unique story. In the end. the small
community, made up of various kinds of unique
families, teach each other about different types of
people every day, and to notjudge ;>thers based on
tHbkdwrace, gender, sexual identity, disability, or
anything else. They embrace their Jiffcrences and
paint a beautifully coloured mural, is beautiful and
colourful as the community itself

The L'nbov Boy
(By Richa Jha)

“The Unboy Boy'is a gentle story of Gagan who
is at ease being what he is. And he has enough
tricks up his sleeve to show the world that there
are no boy boys or un-boy boys. Just boys. And just
girls. Every child has a right to embrace who they
arc. no matter where they may lie on the spectrum
of gender. Richa Jha's talc deconstructs this idea
of gendered expectations, and emphasises on the
right of every child to be who they are, and to be
loved in their entirety. No more, na less. Unusual
and heart-warming, this book is a must read for
any young child who is trying to find their feet in
a complicated and prejudiced world, and need to
learn how to love and accept themselves no matter
what anyone else may say.

Why Are You Afraid to Hold Mv Hand?
(By Sheila Dhlr)

Most people arc confused about how to react to
those with disabilities. Their questions, misconcep-
tions. doubts and fears are answered here - simply
and straight from the heart « by a child with ce-
rebral palsy. The child responds in verse - simple
and straight from the heart. Sheila Dhir's childlike
line drawings are just as simple and powerful as
the short verses. As a diffcrentlv-abled child's
dialogue with society, the book offers a sensitive
and sensible way of helping children understand
disability, and the strengths of those who are dif-
ferently abled. Apt for 6 years and above

Different Differentcr
(By Jyoti Gupta)

This is an activity book for children that thought-
fully addresses everyday skin color consciousness
and bias in a way that's easy to understand. Chil-
dren’s rich observations and guestions about colour,
caste, and race elicit accuratc yet straightforward
responses. Jyoti Gupta's art-and-craft-bascd book
takes you on a playful and creative discovery to find
answers that work for you and your family--whilc
creatively introducing facts of history and 15-plus
new words. It's a beautifully-illustrated, education-
al tool that sets the context for hard conversations
about self-awareness, color, and identity. Subjects
in the book include biology of skin (e.g. melanin);
culturally-related aspects (e.g. food): colourism's
social impact (e.g. bullying) and solutions (e.q.
bystander intervention). (IA.WSlife)
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Genius guitarist: Jeff Beck &
his unorthodox techniques

he praise Jeff Beck, who has died aged 78,
received from indebted musicians during his
lifetime already read like unbridled eulo-

gies. Eric Clapton had called him “the most unique

guitarist”. Sieve Lukather (Toto) “G od's guitarist”,
and Joe Satriani "just a genius”

Jazz great John McLaughlin described Beck as
"the best guitarist alive”, Steve Vai as "unique in
the most superlative use of the word", and Noel
Redding (Jiroi Hendrix Experience) as his “personal
favourite”. Queen's Brian May said Beck "radically
changed” his view of the guitar

Beck's fane was not drawn from a catalogue of
hit songs (though there was, of course. Hi Ho Silver
Lining), nor from a cushy decades-long residency
in a mega-band (though there were many supposed
offers). Instead, he was a guitarist's guitarist who
seemed to be the humble protagonist at the centre
ofa plethora of seminal moments in pop history

Those moments included the 1960s UK blues
invasion, the pop-jazz movement of Stevie Wonder.
1970s funk fusion and "world fusion™, and millen-
nial rock, pop and film music. He drew upon styles
including ja>:z, reggae, Bulgarian folk, western and

Indian classical music, and influenced artists in an
even wider circle of styles.

Beck's only tool was the electric guitar and its
ecosystem of pedals and amp. Despite evolutions
and augmentations, this toolkit ha? largely stayed
the same for guitarists over the past 60 years. Beck's
standard-tuned Stratocaster with fuzz, distortion
and echo pedals through Fender and Marshall amps

is. with just a little customisation to preserve
tuning amid his vigorous string bending, about as
classic and established as it gets

So how did Beck use this common instrument to
create such stylistic range, personality and depth
of expression?

It's useful to consider not only what differenti-
ates but what is shared by all these styles. In its
most reductive form, music can be seen as the ma-
nipulation of the fundamental dimensions of rhythm
(where musical objects arc placed in time), pitch
(individual notes and harmony) and timbre (the
identifying quality or tone of a sound - its attaek.
volume, grittincss ctc)

These are all open to all degrees of precision, ri-
gidity and creative freedom. Rhythms can be precise

but simple, or extremely nuanccd and off-grid. Pitch
can be treated as exact steps or a smooth continuum,
and a musician can opt for an unchanged timbre or
manipulate it extensively

Various skills can be seen as intersections be-
tween these dimensions, such as phrasing (pitch
and rhythm), rhythm guitar (harmony and rhythm),
articulation (timbre and melody), gesture (rhythm
and timbre) and so on

Diverse styles explore these dimensions in dif-
fering ways. Blues tends to have a simple (but not
easy) harmonic and scalar context, allowing high
sophistication of articulation, pitch inflection,
timbre and phrasing. Funk's cyclical rhythmic
and sometimcs-only-one-chord context invites a
deep connection with subtle rhythmic shifts. Pop
requires ruthless commitment to melodic acces-
sibility. Indian classical music has a drone and no
harmony, allowing expressive engagement with a
single pitch melody.

In general, music theory and tuition tends to sec
these dimensions in exact grids (a lattice of even
rhythms, pitches and simple timbral markers),
ignoring the vast expression between the cracks
Beck, however, engaged deeply with all of these
dimensions, using their fullest range and internal
nuance. His unorthodox technique was sculpted in
an ego-less service to their creative expression

He had an intuitive musical car and technical
control for sophisticated jazz harmonics, pitch
inflection and melody, as well as a wide timbral fi-
nesse from a barely audible fragile touch to a wall
ofdense noise. He interacted with amp feedback to
turn the guitar's usual "pluckincss” into anything
from mechanical growls to uncannily vocal timbres,
to other-worldly sustained flute sounds

Beck's commitment to these dimensions mani-
fested in his idiosyncratic technique. He abandoned
a plectrum for direct contact with the strings, en-
suring that every note was distinct, different and
mattered.

He would simultaneously control the whammy
bar. volume and tone control of the guitar which
with the combination of harmonics, off-fret slide
and left-hand inflection explored an orchestral
range of sonic possibilities. Always pushing and
never complacent, each record explored new terri-
tory and musical affordances.

Beck's innovations in lead guitar tone with the
Yardbirds inspired a generation, but fans could
never predict what his next album or group would
sound like.

One thing remained constant, however his
unique touch shined through every note. Beck's
diffident, vegetarian, ever-curious and youthful de-
meanour belied a deep musical wisdom, reminding
us that musical creativity and individuality comes
from a desire not to impress others, but to express
ourselves. (The Conversation)
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Why Are You
Afraid
To Hold My Hand?

Puppetry is universal:
Viswanatha Pulavar

enowned puppeteer Viswanatha Pulavar
R said on Friday that those who refuse to
acknowledge what is being said, no mat-
ter how significant the matter may be. listens to
the same with full focus when it is told through
puppets via movements and expressions

“This is the universal relevance of puppetry
as an art form." said Pulavar

The puppeteer was giving an introductory talk
at the three-day workshop on "Tholpavakoothu'
(shadow puppet play), highlighting the various
tricks involved in the art form, at the ongoing
Kochi Biennale here.

Pjlavar hails from a lineage that has practised
puppetry for 13 successive generations, and
every member of his family is currently active
in the field

His wife Pushpalatha. son Vipin and daughter-
in-law Ramya arc also conducting training ses-
sions at the workshop alongside Pulavar

“The workshop aims to enrich creativity in
people regardless of age through Tholpavak-
ootlu. Training will be given on the different
steps involved in the art form, beginning with
drawing the images on paper, then copying them
into the puppet skin, readying the script, and then
finally presenting it." said Pulavar

Seating that earlier deerskin was used to make
puppets, Pulavar said. “With the ban on deer
hun ing coming into effect, puppets arc now
made using goat and bull skin. Artworks will be
depictcd on such animal skins after cutting and
shaping them to suit various characters with great
precision, even on the most minute elements. In
the world of puppet play, most artworks arc used
in puppets belonging to the Kerala tradition.

“puppet plays arc used a lot in the field of
education in foreign countries." added Pulavar
who has presented plays using leather puppets
in 32 different countries

“puppet plays help in eliminating classroom
boredom, make things easier to understand, and
help in nurturing creativity. They are also the
mosi practical medium for creating awareness
against intoxicants.” Pulavar said. (IANS)



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SUNDAY, JANUARY 15.2023

Prince Harrv’'s memoir Spare:

Alesson on ‘complicated g

rince Harry’s rcflcction on
his mother Princess Di-
ana, wlio died uncxpcctedly
when he was just 12 years
appears in his memoir Sparc, re-
leased officiilly this week.

In fact, (he bestseller is mar-
keted as a story about the “eternal
power of love over grief”

The book’s revelations, retold
in high-profile TV interviews and
featuring in liis Nctflix scries, are
the subject of much media cover-
age. These revelations chart the
prince’s experience of mourning
the traumatic death of his mother
in public, media intrusion, and its
long-term itrpacts

On face value. Prince Harry
may share typical symptoms of
people suffering “complicated

grief. But #ot everyone agrees
with how he “shows” his grief so
publicly

MK MYTH OF "I IMK HEAL-
ING ALL WOUNDS*

It's been more than 25 years
since the traumatic death of
Prince Harry’s mother after a car
crash in Paris. And with his fam-
ily’s immense privilege, it’s easy
to assume the need to explore
the layers of grief that shape his
experiences has passed its use-
by date.

But the idea of “time healing
all wounds” is a myth. Pain is
ongoing. And by silencing some-
one’spain, this can worsen it. The
public, health professionals, the
media and family can all silence
someone’s grief by minimising
discussions ibout the impact of
losing a loved one.

Twenty years working with
grieving people and researching
grief reminds me of the countless
people in my counselling rooms
reflecting or the stinging words
someone says to them: “it’s lime
to move on”.

Counsellors urge people to
make meaning of the life lost
with those still living. This can
involve sharing memories with

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

irthday Forecast*
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family members about the person
lost, remembering happy times,
imagining their inclusion in life
currently, and always creating
space for conversations about
their absence

If people struggle to make
meaning of the new life they arc
forced to live due to their loss,
this can lead to long-term reac-
tions known as complex or com-
plicated grief

WHAT IS COMPLICATED
GRIEF?

Complicated grief is a severe,
persistent and pervasive longing
for the deceased. If the death is
sudden and unexpected, the pro-
longed impact will be greater.

People who experience this
intensity of grief struggle to
engage in everyday life. This
profound distress can affect their
physical and mental health, and
the relationships around them.

‘Star - Gazing’

toat «d
Youwi

for years

Prince Harry has been candid
about his struggles with mental
health since his mother’s death
and his fractured relationship
with his wider family. He's open-
ly admitted to ding use to help
him cope with hi* loss

We see these types of effects on
people suffering with complicated
grief, as well as the associated
trauma when the loss occurs sud-
denly

HE WAS SO YOUNG

Grief isn't just about what
who was lost, bu: when the loss
occurred. Prince Harry was just
12 years old when his mother
passed away.

Psychologist and psychoanalyst
Erik Erikson tells us this period
of development between child-
hood and adolescence oscillates
between a child seeking a sense
of identity versus confusion about
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viduals.
where they “fit” in the world.

It's a time when young people
explore values, beliefs and ideas
about who they might become as
adults. But this stage of develop-
ment is impacted with the loss of
a parent to guide them through
this period

When a significant loss hap-
pens at his life stage, this can
destabilise the child for signifi-
cant periods well into adulthood
- especially when the death is
related to an external cause, such
as an accident.

Prince Harry has shared this
destabilising cffcct and the strain
between himselfand his surviving
parent. Not all siblings experi-
ence grief the same way. There
may be conflict with the wider
family.

Long-term studies in the Unit-
ed States show children who have
lost a parent do eventually grow
to be resilient and forthright indi-

surface.

past trauma.

Grief will

loss occurred

to be a priority.

Yet traumatic memories
of both the event and the impact
of that loss remain jus’, under the

Prince Harry’s accounts of
his experiences arc reminders of
what can happen for children who
have experienced trauna

His perspectives
ways his wife was treated in the
media and by his family, may
have activated reminders of this

SO WHAT HELPS?
have
impacts on people’s wellbeing
throughout their lives, especially
if they were only a child when the

When we look back on what
helps children to niaiagc their
childhood grief, personal agency
is key. They want to choose how
they grieve, and their voice needs

This may mean choosing not

(SEVEN)

to attend performative activities,
such as funerals. This may mean
openly sharing their experiences
in a way that suits them  at
school, work or with families
This may mean getting angry

An evidence-based national
grief program for children in
Australia, Seasons for Growth,
emphasises the importance of
agency. This includes choos-
ing how to accept the reality of
their loss, and finding ways of
voicing the emotional impact of
that loss. This won't always be
through calm, reflective sharing.
It may be through frustrated, an-
gry voices, that suddenly emerge
later in life.

Even with all the access to
therapy, or even family members
to speak to, grief will eventu-
ally show up in our thoughts,
behaviours and actions. There is
no discreet way to do it. Grief is
both hope and sorrow.

(The Conversation)

ibout the

long-term

Hindi Language users
are ‘Feeling the Love’

ince language is a representation of common

human experiences, it instantaneously hinds

individuals together emotionally. SharcChat
offers information and community access to Indi-
ans in 15 regional languages in order to strengthen
this bond even in the social media sphere. Due to
widespread availability of smartphones and fast
internet, local contcnt producers have begun to take
over the Indian content market. The language-first
strategy is enabling the Bharat audiencc to produce
content, build communities, and consume interest-
related information in their favourite language,
greatly enhancing and engaging their social media
experience

With 52.8 crorc speakers, or 43.6 per ccnt of
the population, utilising Hindi as their primary
language of communication, it is the most widely
spoken language in the nation. To keep its essence
even in the digital realm, thousands of individuals
now select Hindi as their favourite language when
using social media. The App serves nearly 45 mil-
lion users of the Hindi language each month, with
Delhi NCR, Lucknow, and Jaipur topping the list,
Here are some fascinating findings from its review
of the consumption habits of the Hindi-speaking
audiencc in 2022.

"Romance and Relationship’ is the most loved
content genre among the Hindi-speaking audience
on the platform, followed by Music and Devo-
tion.

Love. Komancc and Relationship

With over 80 billion views in 2022. romance
and relationships turned out to be the most viewed
category in the Hindi language at 43 per cent of
the overall Hindi users. More than 3 lakh creators
croatcd over 39 lakh content piece:: from cities such
as Delhi NCR. Lucknow, and Jaipur. @ diwani007,
has garnered a total of over 1.9 billion views for all
their posts on the platform in 2022. making them

the topmost creator in the romance and relationship
category in the Hindi Language

Music & Dancc

As music and dance unite people from different
cultures and backgrounds, the category garnered
over 44 billion views with 20 per cent of the Hindi
users. The music category captured audiences the
most, with creators from Delhi, Lucknow, and
Jaipur. Over 32K creators from these cities created
over I.1 lakh content pieces in the category each
month, with (aamir ali write single-handedly gar-
nering over 280 Million views and being crowned
as the top creator in the genre.

Devotion

The third most loved category among Hindi con-
sumers was devotion. More than 15 percentof the
Hindi language users on the platform follow the
category. The Hindi content related to devotional
songs, places of worship, festivals, and spiritual-
ity garnered over 70 billion views on the platform.
More than 1.8 lakh creators posted over 18 lakh
content pieces from top regions including Delhi
Lucknow, and Jaipur, (fcjkanha ki paglii ended the
year as the leading crcator in the category, with
over 570 Million views on the content created by
them throughout the year.

Humour and Fun

Laughter is the best medicine, and the Hindi
audience on platform is ruling this category with
8.8 per cent actively enjoying the content in Hindi.
With more than 40 billion views, comedy content
garnered love from users across the country. Cities
such as Delhi. Lucknow, and Jaipur saw 1.2 lakh
creators who uploaded close to 10 lakh content
pieces in the category, with Pankaj Khanna lopping
the crcator chart, with over 2 billion views on their
content. (IANSIife)
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“You can't do it unlessyou can
imagine it. ”

—George Lucas
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Modi and minorities
NOBEL laureate Amartya Sen is not an Oracle
of Delphi. His own understanding of India,
from a distance is not wholesome and he at
times misses the woods for the trees. Having
lived and worked in the academic field in the
UK and US for several decades since the early
1970s. his perceptions are shaped by his own
exposures to the West; and his eminence in
welfare economics and pro-poor initiatives are
well-appreciated. In a media interview, he has
observed that the Modi government is one of
the “mostappalling” in the world. To pass such
ajudgment in the superlative was, on the face
of it, an overkill. At the same time, the point
Sen sought to press home was that the present
government here is following "communitarian
and majoritarian” policies which he termed a

“national disaster.”

As Sen has stressed. Modi who heads the BJP
government failed to give reassurance to the mi-
norities that his government treats them all with
equal dignity and justice. Tlic Muslims, espe-
cially, gota raw deal from this dispensation and
even from tlv: previous Congress governments.
The only Muslim minister in the present central
government has been removed. There is hardly
any Muslim in the BJP ranks in Parliament or
state legislatures even as this community forms
one-fifth of the population. True, the Congress
party had Uiken care of Muslims at the political
level but this sense of inclusivcness was not
evident ever in the administrative apparatus.

MDA:'’s last leg

The MDA government
is in the last leg of its race
before it reaches the finishing
line which is the nextelection
to the state assembly. And
not surprisingly the govern-
ment under the leadership
of chief minister Conrad
sangma and deputy chief
minister Prestonc Tynsong
is racingagainst time to inau-
gurate projects, half-finished
projccis, and lay foundation
stones for projects which arc
still in the pipeline. In the
process, the last few months
of the MDA government's
tenurearc like a never-ending
festival throughout the state
If there is no inauguration
and launching programs or-
ganized somewhere in the
state, there would be some
sort of festivals and gigs
organized by the govern-
ment elsewhere. Since the
last few months, the state is
in some way or the other in
a perpetual state of joy and
festivity.

Foundation stone
laying ceremony

One very certain tiling is
that the public has lost count
of the number of foundation
stones Ihat the chief minister,
the deputy chiefminister, and
the ministers have laid in the
last few weeks. At some point
in time, it seems like the chief
minister and the deputy chief
minister are competing as to
who can lay the maximum
number o f foundation stones
in one day. It was reported
that a few weeks back the
deputy chief minister laid
seven numbers o ffoundation
stones for equal numbers of
projects at Jowai. Tlic local
news portal reported that it
was a record of sorts that
in the history of the state,
it was the first time when
the ion stones of as

Muslims arc under

Yy

over

the 2002 Gujarat RioLs that saw the killing of
large numbers from the community. Fact is also
that Gujarat was prone to such riots fordecades
before Modi's arrival on the political scene.
Muslims collectively tried to run down Modi
and the BJP at every election thereafter, but
met with limited success as in the West Bengal
polls. Fighting with the establishment will have
its price to pay. Muslims as a community must
ponder whether it is advisable for them to keep
fighting Modi and the BJP as both are going
strong. The RSS has recently held out an olive
branch to the Muslims and claimed itwould treat
all Indians as a part of the wider Hindu family.
India is a mosaic of cultures, races, religions,
castes and communities. The only way to exist
here is to co-cxist and the way forward is to give
each segment ofthe population their due. India's
developmental urges require it to forge unity as
a prerequisite and tap the energies of its people,
turning these into a synergy. Divided we stand,

united wc fall.

Train your
guns well

tumor,

| congratulate Mr. James
Oliver Lyngdoh for the latter
part of his letter “Preachers
and Schemers" that appeared
in your newspaper. Tlic latter
part of his letter highlights
the need for individuals to
have a critical and biblically
inclined mindset and to not
puton an idolatrous pedestal
those whoarcat ihc forefront
of religious ard spiritual
matters. A critique of the
church leadership is very
much appreciated and very
much in need, as it would
remind the ‘ciders* that they
are not beyond public criti-
cism, and Ihat they are actu-
ally accountable to the laity
and to the LORD.

However, there arc cer-
tain elements in the first
halfofthe letter that | would
object to. Mr. Lyngdoh. in
his attempt to advise the
clectoratc. targecd by name
the leaders of the All In-
dia Trinamool Congress
(AITC), particularly. Mr.
Sakct Gokhalc and Mr. Ab-
hishck Bancrice. cautioning
the clcctoratc about the “op-
portunity that is too good to
pass up” as offered by the
AITC. undoubtedly referring
to the WE Card.and specifi-
cally the MY: Card, which
in Mr. LyngdoV's opinion
would possibly mislead the

youth. It is here that | would
like to remind the readers tliat
there is a great and vast dif-
ference between a commit-
ment and a lie that misleads
It is the natural function of
any political party to make
promises and commitments,
and taking into account the
prevailing debacle that has
manifested itself in the vari-
ous socio - economic prob-
lems and recent unpleasant
events that the people of the
state are facing, because of
ihc inadequacies of the pres-
ent government, it is only
natural and even moral for
the AITC to work towards
finding solutions and present-
ing these solutions as healthy
alternatives and remedies
Therefore, to assume that
promises arc necessarily
lies, without examining the
overwhelming positive re-
sponse from the public, and
also without considering the
fact that the Al TC is not part
ofthe ruling coalition, is too
cynical and an exercise akin
to a carpet bombing of ac-
cusations.

Furthermore, ifone seeks
to objectively warn tlx; elec-
torate of lies and misleading
claims, it is only proper to
train one's crosshair at the
party in power. The party in
power and its coalition part-
ners in the MDA arc directly
responsible for the formula-
tion of policies and for pro-
viding the leadership in the
implementation of policies in

many as seven projects were
laid in one day by the same
person. Not to be outmancu-
vered by his deputy, in a few
days it was reported that the
chief minister, elsewhere
in the state, has laid more
foundation stones for more
projccis than the deputy chief
minister. Now ihc chiefmin-
ister holds the record for the
maximum number of founda-
tion stones laid in one day by
a single person. By the end
of this term, how many citi-
zens will even remember the
numberof foundation stones
Ihat were laid by whom and
where?

Number ofdistricts

and blocks

Another news item that
bewildered the public is
the number of districts and
community and rural de-
velopment blocks that this
government has created in
the lasi few months. 1 for
one have lost count of how
many districts and blocks the
government created immedi-
ately before its term ends. For
instance, the government has
created a new Narpuh block

amanner that wouldserve the
interest o the common man.
and provide solutions to the
many problems that define
our state: but the present
government has proven itself
to be wanting in this regard;
therefore, if there is any cau-
tion to be made about things
that mislead, one should train
their guns at the government
of the day, which five years
ago made promises and is to
be held accountable,

on the other hand, the
AITC is at the forefront,
challenging the BJP and its
overbearing stretch at the na-
tional level by raising moral,
ethical and dircct questions,
especially in the Parliament
through itseminentand intel-
lectually proficient members
of pariiament like Derek
0'Brien. Mahua Moitra and
others: challenging the to-
talitarian and authoritarian
policies of singularisation
and homogenisation that Ihc
BJP government has been
pursuing that endangers the
pluralistic nature of India.
Atthe state level the AITC is
tryingits level best to remove
political complaccncy at the
grassroots level, provide
viable alternatives and to
challenge the proxies of the
BJP. Any democrat, conser-
vative or liberal, regardless
of their political affiliations
should take these factors into
consideration before making
cardcss remarks against the
AITC.

By HH Mohrmen

in the east Jaftia hills, in ad-
dition to the Khlichriat, and
the Saipung C&RD block.
It may be mentioned that
the creation cf the Wapung
block was also announced
by the last government. The
district websiie showed that
there are only two C&RD
blocks in the district with
Khlichriat C&RD block hav-
ing 104 villages and Saipung
C&RD block having 89 vil-
lages. If the Narpuh C&RD
block with its headquarter
in Lumchnong is to become
a reality, it I'as to include
villages from either Saipung
or Khlichria blocks. The
question is how convenient
is it going to be for the vil-

lages from these blocks to
travel to Lum:hnong if they
are going to tc included in
the list of villages under the
Narpuh block.

The chiefminister may not
know that Saipung C&RD
block is currently operating
from Latyrkc and not from
Saipung which is the official

area which is the home of
the BiatcBcatcandthc Imar
people remains the most ne-
glected area in the state.
Another C&RD block
was also created in the West
Jailtia Hills district. The new
Namdong C&RD block was
inaugurated in the presence
of the local MLA West Ja-
Atia hills district, which has
an area 1693 sq KM. has a
total number of 293 villages.
And as per 2011 provisional
census, the district has 34.401
households. West Jafltia Dis-
trict has three C&RD blocks
Amlarcm which is also a
civil subdivision has 92 vil-
lages. Laskert 83 villages,
and ThadlaskcA with 116

villages. The challenge for
the government is that the vil-
lages that are to be included
in the Namdong village.
"Hie most important ques-
tion now is if the government
has enough resources to run
the new C&RD blocks or dis-
tricts and whether there arc
enough villages as required to

Running the last mile ofits tenure, the
government s also seen to be busy
organizing festivals and gigs. The

festivals andgsl
organized only in

s were as usual
ilong and Tura and

the other towns in the state were noton
tho radar of the government. Tho
festivals were organized in haste

because if the government is planning a
Iiterary fesfival, it should be well
planned like other famous lit fests.

headquarter of the block.
Latyrke is also very near to
Khlichriat ard it docs not
make sense to still call the
block Saipung; C&RD block
when it docs notoperate from
the place it is supposed lo.
The Saipung C&RD block
was created for ihc sole pur-
pose of reaching out to the
far-flung and neglected arcas
of the state, but the plan
turned futile ind the entire
infrastructure created was
left unused. Today Saipung

Yours etc..
Obaliali Lamshwa
Lamarc.

Via email

An example for
our lawmakers

to follow

Editor.

On January 14 last, the
legislature of Tamil Nadu
has adopted i bill ( Tamil
Nadu Government Servants
(Conditions of Service)
Amendment Dill. 2023) to
make Tamil Linguagc paper

. ]

create the respective C&RD
blocks and districts?
Inaugurating new government
officesof Health care units
The government in the
last leg o fits race isalso seen
hurriedly inaugurating new
offices and upgrading health
care facilities in the differ-
ent parts of the state. PHCs
were upgraded to CHCs and
some PIICs to Sub Divisional
Hospitals and CHCs were
upgraded to the civil hospi-
tal. But in this mad nish of

stitution of India.
Yours etc.,
Kenneth Nongsicj.
Via email

On qualified
leaders

lidlior.

I agree with Dr. Omariin
Kyndiah That our leaders
must be qualified, "Needed
qualified nctas” (ST. Janu-
ary 13, 2023). Unqualified
leaders could be the cause
of various problems. Again,
one with a streak of obsti-
nacy and odd clumsiness

y for
to State government ser-
vice. This bill aims to ensure
that only Tamil youth are
recruited to all government
departments aid public sec-
tor enterprise*.

The passage of this legis-
lation serves as an example
for Mcghalayan legislators
who carc about the youth

is a major
He can hardly cheer up his
bureaucrats. How awful that
an academically poor leader
could bring the academi-
cally rich 1AS ofliccr to his
knees. Many ofliccrs find this
beneath their dignity and self-
esteem but have to endure the
indignity.

Apart from academic

of the state. The
in Meghalaya can take a
similar step by mandating
the requirements of the Khasi
and Garo language papers
for recruitment in all State
government services. This
will guarantee employment
for our youth and the pres-
ervation of the Khasi and
Garo languages. It will also
be taken up as a means to
push for the Khasi and Garo
languages to Sc included in
the 8th Schedule of the Con-

leaders were well-adorned
with a high degree of moral
rectitude. Even a top leader
with higher academic qualifi-
cations could be hypocritical,
sonic even aggressively vio-
lent. There is no shortage of
such examples in the country.
Under the cloak o facademic
proficiency and dignified
persona, "some" qualified
leaders could only scheme
on methods to loot the public
exchequers.

Needless to say, tlic moral

foundation stone laying and
inauguration ceremony, it is
very clear that the different
upgraded facilities do not
have the required infrastruc-
ture and manpower to operate
even in the cunrent status and
not to mention their upgraded
category
Festivals and gigs

Running the last mile ofits
tenurc. ihc government is also
seen to be busy organizing
festivals and gigs. The fes-
tivals and gigs were as usual
organized only in Shillong
and Turaand the other towns
in ihc slate were not on the
radar of the government. The
festivals were organized in
haste bocausc if the govern-
ment is planning a literary
festival, it should be well
planned like other famous lit
fests. Ifthese festivals arc also
planned toattracttourists they
should be planned in such a
way that they at least coin-
cide with the tourist seasons
in the state like spring and
autumn. Gigs organized by
the government this year also
included famous bands from
abroad. Unfortunately, some
of the festivals and gigs tint
the government organized
this year had to be abruptly
stoppeddue to the unfortunate
incidents at Mukroh. How
effective arc these festivals
and gigs in attracting tourists
to the state is a question that
begs the answer.

No common minimum

program

In the enrire five years
term, the state was litcrarily
in the free reign of the chief
minister. It seems like the
coalition government was
single-handedly run by the
NPP and the other coalition
partners had no say. The mis-
take the junior coalition part-
ners the UDP, the PDF. the
11ISPD and BJP node was that
they did not insist on aiming
up with a common minimum
program that would otherwise
guide the function ofthe co-
alition government. Because
of the absence ofany kind of
common agenda or agreement
between the coalition partners
tosteer the direction in which
the government would take
the state forward, the NPP
has a free hand in the way
the government functions.
The blame is not on the NPP
but on the coalition partners
for not insisting on some
kind ofa common minimum
progrant before they lent their
support to the NPP-led MDA
government.

And now most parincrsarc
sulking and blaming the NPP
forall the wrongdoings in the
Government but with no im-
pact. This clearly shows how
much ahead of the others the
NPP is in terms of its ability
to showcase itsachievements.
2023 March is the moment to
wait and watch and see who
the people of Meghalaya
will give the mandate to rule
the state for the next five
years lo.

bankruptcy among souk lead-
ers is clearly taking a toll on
governance in modem times
1hope no one disagrees with
this. Therefore, incorruptible
leaders with human virtues
arc a great asset to society.
It is bccausc they seldom
betray those who trusted
them. Such leaders readily
empathize with the hardships
of the underprivileged and
shed genuine tears for them
Albert Einstein once said
"The most important hu-
man endeavor is to strive for
morality in our actions. Our
inner balancc and even our
very existence depend on it.”
Itis tmly a profound thought.
How one wishes that as wc
have incorporated E*mc2 in
our technology, we couldalso
incorporate the experienced
observation o fEinstein in our
Constitution. After all. it is a
human tint deals with another
human being So it would be a
great blessing to have a com-
passionate leader who stands
firmly on the robust ground
ofethics. They alone honestly
putefforts intoallcviating the
sufferingso fthecitizen! They
alone strive to save society
from disaster!
Yours etc..
Salil Gewali.
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the liters/
authors and not that of
TheShillong Timex
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Constitution faces vicious
attack from Modi govt. BJP

Supreme will of people
higher than limited mandate
won through election

By K Raveendran

Vice-picsident Jagdeep
Dhankar ;nd law minister
Kiren Rijiju are decidedly
waging a proxy war on be-
half of the Narcndra Modi
govemmert. The Collegium
happens lobejusta prop and
the real target is tix; Constitu-
tion, which the ruling party
considers as a hindrance to
the pursuit of its isolationist
agendas. While it began as
potshots on the judiciary, the
fight has ransformed into
a full-fledged war, with the
vice-president lately taking
dircctaim :t the Constitution
And it is Ihe most vicious

attack on the statute sincc
Indira Gandhi's dubious
Emergency.

Addressing the All India
Presiding Officers Confer-
ence the other day, Dhankar
did not disguise his displea-
sure agairst the judiciary,
which he considers as an
adversary in his idea of par-
liamentary democracy. He
asserted that parliamentary
sovereignty and autonomy
are quintessential for the
survival of democracy and
cannot be permitted to be

loyal bhakths of Narcndra
Modi seem to believe. The
will Ihat adopted the Con-
stitution is much larger than
the will given expression
through an election. Tlic ba-
sic structure o fthe Constitu-
tion has been given to us by
the Constituent Assembly,
which is nota partisan body
and cannot be overridden by
a fractured will mandated
through an election. This is
where Dhankar. in spite of
having been a lawmaker as
well as lawyer, has made a
grave error.

A government voted to

power for five years can-
not usurp the rights and
privileges of posterity and
its mandate is limited to ad-
ministering the nation for the
limited period of its tenure.
It will be gross injustice to
the future generations if the
present gov ernment dccidcs
their affairs on the basis
of its limited wisdom and
outlook. Such policies have
In he¢farmnlinird aftrr hrand
discussion and consultations,
similarto the proceedings of
the Constituent Assembly,

Addressing the All Indiia Presiding
Officers Conference the other day,
Dhankar did not disquise his
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==

Spleasure against th%u
'he considers as an adversary in his
idea of parliamentary democracy. He

iciary, which

asserted that parliamentary sovereignty
and autonomy are quintessential for the

survival of

emocracy and cannot

permitted to be compromised by the
executive orjudiciary.

compromised by the execu-
tive orjudiciary’

The Rajya Sabha chair-
man had inhis maiden speech
to the house described the
Supreme Court's action in
striking do'vn o fthe National
Judicial AppoinUnents Com-
mission Act in 2015 a severe
compromise ofparliamenta-
ry sovcrcijnty and disregard
of the of the people. At the
presiding ifficcrs meeting,
he went a step further and
challenged the basic structure
doctrine, established in the
landmark 1973 Kcsavananda
Bharati ca>e verdict, which
mandated judicial review of
all laws nude by legislatures
to ensure they were in accor-
daiKC withthc basic structure
of the Constitution.

According to him. the
Kcsavananda Bharati case
verdict set a bad precedent
and if any authority ques-
tions parliament's power to
amend the Constitution, it
would be difficult to say 'we
arc a democratic nation”. "If
any institution on any basis
strikes down the law passed
by parliament then it will not
be good for democracy and
would be difficult to say wc
arc a dcnweratic nation.” lie
asserted.

There is no doubt that
the will of the people are
supreme. But the will that
Dhankar has in mind is a
fractured will Ihat is valid for
only five years for which the
people have elected a gov-
ernment. People can change
that ‘will* after five yearsand
then* is no permanency to it
as the vice-president and the

and not on the basis o f what
the ruling party may be
thinking ata particular point
oftime.

Itis a dangerous proposi-
tion to consider the limited
mandate given to a govern-
ment as a blank cheque for
all times (ocome. Parliament
cannot pass a law for self-
annihilation. even if the rul-
ing party enjoys 100 percent
majority in the house. No
single legislature can claim
to represent the cntirc body
of people, which is com-
prised of diverse elements
that do not lend themselves
toa single approach, faith or
party affiliation. A democ-
racy allows play for cach
of these and majoritarian-
ism is the very antithesis of
democracy.

The basic structure doc-
trine was established in a
7-6 verdict by al3-judge
Constitution Bench which
ruled that the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution is
inviolable, and cannot be
amended by parliament. I'nc
power of judicial review
enjoins on the courts the
mandate to strike down any
law that is found to damage
ordestroy the basic features
of the Constitution. It takes
sustenance from the concept
that the fundamentals of the
Constitution arc beyond the
means of legislatures elected
for limited periods. The rul-
ing itself was the result of
a scries of confrontations
between the judiciary and
the executive during the
dork daysof Indira Gandhi's
Emergency. (IPA Service)
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“The discipline o fdesire is
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BJP arrogance not misplaced
ONE reason why the BJP is very sure ofwinning
the 2024 elect ons is the absence ofacombined
opposition or even a single strong opposition
party in the country today. The fact that the
regional parties in Uttar Pradesh and elsewhere
have refused to join the much-touted Bharat
Jodo Yatra (BJY) led by Rahul Gandhi informs
that the regional satraps are all keen to play their
part in the national scene without alliances. That
this is a tall order and will only allow' the BJP
a smooth ride goes w'ithout saying. Hence the
overconfidence of the BJP in Meghalaya is not
w'ithout reasons. The fact that the Congress won
the recent state elections in Himachal Pradesh
is no guarantee ofa Congress comeback at the
national level. The Congress needs to reinvent
itselfand one Dfthe areas that it really needs to
search its soul is in arbitrary decision -making.
In Meghalayawe are already seeing internal dis-
sensions within the Congress owing to the old
habit of taking decisions without consultations
w'ith grass-roots w'orkcrs.

The very fact that all the 17 MLAs of the
Congress Party abandoned the Party was mainly
because oftheappointment ofa State Congress
President based on the dictates of the High
Command rather than by a process of voting.
It is not without reason therefore that senior
Congressmen and women abandoned the Party
that they had long owed their allegiance to. It is
a fact that the Congress needs young, dynamic
leadership at the national level and nota loyal-

ist of the Nehru-Gandhi family. That the Fam-

ily is unwilling to let go and fears that a Party
led by anyone other than a Nchru-Gandhi or a
loyalist of the family will disintegrate show's a
lack of faith inthe people of this country. Ifthe
Congress claims that it is the only advocate of
democracy simply because it led the freedom
movement, italso forgets that Mahatma Gandhi

had

d that post-i

the Party

should be disbanded to allow for the formation
ofa more inclusive party w'ith a new outlook to

take the leadership posi

on in an independent

India. Itis inevitable that a party formed before
India's independence has over time developed
vested interests and that is what is ailing the

Congress.

While leading liberal thinkers like Yogendra
Yadav who have joined the BJY believe that
Rahul Gandhi is creating waves that now
threaten the BJP-RSS flagship, w-hat happens
after the BJY and how the Congress re-orients
itselfacross the states will be key to its image
makeover. Also, whether the Congress can be
the centripetal force uniting all the non-BJP
parties is yet to unfold. Naturally the BJP is
upbeat; hence the claim of the Meghalaya BJP
that no party/parties can form a government

w'ithout it.

W hat a plight
Meghalaya
is

Editor,

1am usually never drawn
into responding to the writ-
ings in the Editorial Page,
butoflate Ihave cone so be-
cause | believe in the "Duty
ofCare" thatall ofusshould
have for the expoitcd. the
deceived and the cheated in
society

Patricia Mukhim’s- Eloc-
tion 2023: The results will
be blowing in the fierce
February winds (ST January
6. 2023) made me reflect
on how low people in gov-
ernance have fallen. | had
written my response, but
never posted it. | then read
her article: Who will lift
Meghalaya from he dumps
(ST January 13.2023) and it
moved me greatly. It prompt-
ed me to write this letter.
How hard hcaitcdand indif-
ferent is the government!
Yet they trumpet heir falla-
cious aiiiio duiw” i
fancy and expensive fanfare
making sure the Press adds
colourand hype!

Let me focus on: Elec-
tions 2023

Strangely, all the ques-
tions raised struck a chord in
me deeply. And I would like
to draw in all NGOs, Social
groups. Associations and
even Church organisations
to expose the malfeasance
of the government. Wc seem
to have so many associations
that claim ‘they care!" Letall
now put their shoulders to
the wheel and challenge the
government. Work for the
people with genuineness of
heart and mind. Shame the
corrupt politicians, bureau-
crats. autocrats, technocrats
andall who siphon off funds
for themselves! | know- -
“their hearts” don't "pain at
the sight of such struggles.”
And theirconscience is nev-
er pricked. However, they
will be judged and I can
well imagine how they will
go out!

And in the second write-
up. the word 'dumps’ caught
my attention. W hata tragedy
thatcharacterand moral libre
has been lost in the very
politicians we voted! Will
we the electorate continue to
vote for narcissistic pelf par-
ties and underhand dealing
agents? |shake my head in

Is the public of Meghalaya

Immune

In the election season,
while freebiesand mighty
promisesarc running high,
perhaps it will not be out
of tune to analyze our
psyche as voters in elect-
ing successive govern-
ments which were unable
to put Meghalaya on the
track of overall growth
and development com-
pared to several States
in the country. In spite
all tall claims, fanfares,
and posters of
ians o fthe riding
parties, it is not surprising
to look at Reserve Bank
of India data revealing
that Meghalaya has the
slowest economic growth
in the whole country with
arecord Compounded An-
nual Growth Rate (CAGR)
ofjust 2% in the financial
year 2021with the State’s
GDP of Rs 23.750 crorcs
in FY 2021. Compare it
to Assam, one of the top
ten faetetit-growing elates
in India with a CAGR of
5.3% and GSDP of Rs
2.28 lakh crorc in FY21.
Among ihe North-Eastern
states, it is Mizoram that
has the fastest growth rate
of 7.9% in the same pe-
riod. Per capita income in
Meghalaya was estimated
at Rs 60.606 in 2021-22
much lesser than the pre-
pandemic period. Megha-
laya's economy grew less
than 0.1% in 2021-22 to
Rs 25.696.82 crorc. com -
pared to the previous fi-
nancial year. Yet, the NPP-
led government paints a
picture that all is well in
ihe State. Understandably,
the ruling dispensation
would love to hide the
anti-incumbency factors.
Butdocs this really matter
to voters; perhaps notand
hence political parties and
their leaders take us for
a ride. Apparently, blan-
kets. utensils, tin sheets,
sponsored picnics and
concerts take the centre
stage during the election
season. Poor Gandhi must
be feelingashamed staring
alpeople in those grey and
pink currency notes as it
gets exchanged for votes.

Oneofthe mostglaring
examples of our under-
development is our air
connectivity. The Umroi
airport, at an altitude of
2,910 ft, which was con-
structed in the 1960s, is
still not fully operation-
al. Thanks to the UDAN
scheme of the Govt, of
India, some services got
started. In contrast, the
foundation stone of Pa-
Kkyong Airport in Sikkim
was laid in February 2009
and was fully operational
by October 201S. that too,
at an altitude of 4,646 ft.
Justa small comparison of
leadership quality between
sikkim and Meghalaya
and of coursc. the public
apathy at large here. Now
we are talking abouta new
Greenfield airport, let's
see where do wc reach.
Talks on train scrviccs

disbelief over ihe exposure
brought out and wonder
if Meghalaya can ever be
retrieved from the ‘dumps'!
This word is so apt! It truly
punches me in the face.

Do we have powerful
cleaning agents for the
dumps? Do we have reli-
able and solid machinery to
do the work o femptying the
dumps? Do wc have genuine
spare parts for repairing the
engines that fail? And above
all do wc have persons with
the strength of character
to drive such heavy-duty
machines?

Yours etc.,
Kevin Phillips
shillong - 19

Narrow lanes
obstruct fire
tenders

Editor.

On the ill-fated evening
ofJanuaiy 10.all ofa sudden
panic gripped the residents
of Mawbah when a massive
lire broke out in one of the
four storied buildings in a
compound and people wit-
nessed the fury of the raging

By Prof. Lakhon Kma

get red-flagged from dif-
ferent corners. Goa. got
Statehood in May 1987.
started its train scrviccs in
June 1990. 33 years down
the line, they still speak
Konkani. go to churches
and temples, cat their sea
foods and enjoy their wine
and feni. The Gross Stale
Domestic Product (GSDP)
ofGoa for2022*23 (atcur-
rent prices) is projected to
be Rs 91,417 crorc. The
GDP per capita of Goa
(2019-20) was S 6.227
way ahead of Sikkim,
Delhi and Chandigarh in
2nd. 3rd and 4th place,
respectively. With all the
goodness of Goa, you
still cannot buy property
in your name unless you

the State, poor infrastruc-
ture management, etc
becomes invisible in front
of freebies and few hard
currencies during elec-
tions.

While the world is talk-
ing of going to Mars or
space tourism in the next
5to 10 years, we in Me-
ghalayaarc still struggling
for basic amenities such
as employment, potable
water, food, elementary
education, roads, foot-
paths and electricity. It
is amazing that there is
no hue and cry and mass
scale protest on the streets
across Meghalaya, except
occasional episodes by
some pressure groups on
these issues that are in

“The question therefore is when
Will we-the general public o fMeghalaya
wake upfrom our slumber. I fwe have
political leadership that is capable and
honestandput in strong mechanisms to
protect the interest o flocal people, and
stand by its people in every nook and
corner ofthe State, there is nothing to be
afraid aboutand no one can stop Megha-

layansfrom economic growth.

Itis obvi-

ous thatcheaper transportation brings
down theprice o fall commodities making
itaffordable to the people at the bottom o f
the socio-economic pyramid. "

have stayed therc for 15
years. We already have
Land Transfer Act that
debars outsiders from buy-
ing properties here except
in European wards.

The question therefore
is when wili we-the gen-
eral public of Meghalaya
wake up from our slumber
If we have political lead-
ership that is capable and
honest and put in strong
mechanisms to protect the
interest of local people,
and stand by its people in
every nook and comer of
the State, there is nothing
to be afmid about and no
one can stop Vlcghalayans
from econonic growth
It is obvious that cheaper
transportation brings dow n
the pricc of all commodi-
ties making italTordablc to
the people atthe bottom of
the socio-economic pyra-
mid. Inany remote partof
Assam, no vegetables arc
more than Rs 30/kg. Here,
in Shillong, it’s not less
than Rs. 120/kg depend-
ing upon which market
you arc buying. lcwduh
(Bara Bazar) being Ihe
cheapest. But. docs this
matter to voters? 1don’t
think so. Bad roads in
our city, towns and vil-
lages and state highways,
poor drainage system,
poor street lighting across

nrc engulfing ihe rooHop
homes one by one and dev-
astating every object in its
path. Massive flames erupted
and lighted up the sky in
fury. This was followed by
the blast of a series of cyl-
inders which added to the
raging fire making it more
destructive as it consumed
everything in its path. Tite
residents looked on help-
lessly from a distance and
watched their belongings
and life’s canings engulfed
by the firc. Ticy could only
weep in misery at their fates
and lament their losses.

As soon as the new’s of
the fire incident spread |
hastily headed to my terrace
from where the firc was
clearly visibl; and then ran
downstairs and proceeded
towards the spot where the
furious flames were consum-
ing the buildilg. On the way
to the spot Lwitnessed that
the lire tenders werc already
on their way but they werc
obstructions Ihat prevented
them from reaching speedily
to render help. The lanes to
the scene of firc were very
narrow lor the lire tenders
to negotiate. Overand above
that there was traffic con-
gestion caused by roadside

the interest o f the general
public. Iam not sure how
many of us will ask our
M DCs/M LAs/candidates
to show their progress
report when they come
asking for our votes
Parties welcoming
tainted Ex-MLAs and
candidates in their folds,
who have demeaned the
public office/position they
held and led to huge losses
of public money, only
speak of their seriousness
in dealing with corrup-
tion and corrupt practices
Equally baffling is the
public acceptance of such
so-called leaders. We arc
now permanently immune
to corrupt leaders, corrupt
practiccs and underdevel-
opment or perhaps, wc
are paying more attention
to trivial issues. Attack
on places of worship in
any partofour country, is
highly condemnablc and
isa bloton India's image
as a mature democracy
globally and a threat to the
basic stmcture ofour Con-
stitution. However, the
irony is-while we seems
to be very reactive to such
incidents happening out-
side our State, noone from
other states ever bothered
on our poor growth rate
and overall development
Obviously, wc have to

parking. Hie road was only
cleared after 10-15 minutes.
But these 15 minutes werc
precious and most crucial
and could have madea lotof
difference; lives could have
been saved.

In this area it has been
pointed out time and again
that roadside parking o fcars
and two wheelers causes
horrific congestion but no
one really cares. This in fact
slowed down the move-
ment of the fire brigades
resulting in the ongoing
fire which caused the loss
of lives of two innocent
children besides lossofprop-
erty. In hindsight, the lives
could have been saved if
the congestion caused by
the roadside parking had
not hindered the easy pas-
sage of fire tenders since
each second matters in such
emergencies.

Roadside parking is the
bane of Mawbah.Mawprcm
and Jhalupara which people
take as a right and privilege.
Vehicle owners recklessly
park their vehiclesanywhere
they want, irrespective of
the inconvenience created
for the movement of other
vehicles. The lanes of these
areas are so narrow to let

to underdevelopment?

fend for ourselves so why
bother with these issues
beyond ourcontrol; rather
wc should focus on our
problems

We arc least rcactive
to our own poor econom-
ic growth rate and lack
of overall development.
Sometimes | am made
to believe that perhaps,
apart from other things
ailing our State, itwas not
wise to accept Statehood
without proper boundary
demarcation with Assam
in some areas which re-
sulted in loss of precious
lives even today. Similar-
ly. there are several burn-
ing issues that remained
unresolved in our State
till date. One important
aspect of development is
that the District Councils
arcmade more responsible
and accountable to public
s0 that they can contribute
in the overall growth o fthe
State rather Ihan just being
a spring board to launch
one’s political career.

W hile change is the hot
topic even in this election,
who will bring the change
is the big question. Parties
claiming to be a putative
agent of change, no mat-
ter how resourceful they
are. have to be mindful
ofa few important things.
Firstly, they have to ad-
dress the needs and aspira-
tions o fthe people who are
deeply frustrated now with
the political class. Sec-
ondly. with more than 86%
ofMeghalaya’s population
being tribal, no parties
can succecd if they are
carelessly disconnected
from the interest o f the lo-
cals and their sentiments.
Thirdly, with Christians
comprising of about 75%
of the total population of
our State; no party can
succeed here by carrying
a notion of being against
them. History is proof
that political parties have
always exploited this weak
aspecto fhuman behaviour
and existence election af-
ter election. Even liberals
like us find it hard to deny
that religion isa big factor
in elections. A weak and
divided political class with
a medieval mindset that
focuses on petty issues can
never drive the engine of
grow th norwill a divided,
ignorantand short-sighted
general public be able to
demand their share o feco-
nomic growth and overall
development

Let’s ask ourselves
once again-Did the politi-
cal class betray our mists
election after election or
did we keep voting with-
out proper application of
mind? More so, did we
keep selling our precious
votes for the ‘oncc-in-5
-years scheme’ of a few
hundred/thousand rupees
for the last 5 Lyears o four
Statehood?

(The author leaches in
NEHU. Shillong)

even car pass at a time. In
fact some spots have ve-
hicles which have not been
used for months togetherand
have turned brown due to
accumulation o fdust in them
but the space has been freely
and permanently occupied
by the vehicle owners, pay-
ing zero as parking fees.

I sincerely request the
concerned authorities to
kindly look into this matter
so that another similar mis-
adventure does not happen
any time in the future due
to obstruction of movement
of traffic and timely arrival
of emergency services is
rendered futile.

The deceased cannot be
brought back to life but at
least a few steps and ac-
tions would not prevent a
similar disaster from being
repeated.

Yours etc..
Manish Kr.Chaudhary
Shillong -2

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of ihe writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(S1X)

Economic slowdown to force
workers into lower quality jobs

Global employment
faltering, undermining

social justice
By Dr. Gyan Puthak

Globa economic slow-
down is most likely to
force workers to accept
lower quality jobs in place
of decent work. It has al-
ready adversely impacted
the global employment
growth which has been
faltering, and pressure on
decent w:>rk has consider-
ably increased. Pressure on
decent working conditions
are even undermining so-
cial justice.

It has been revealed
in the 1LO’s World Em-
ployment and Social Out-
look: Treixls 2023 (WESO
Trends) report released
today. Tfce current global
economic slowdown is
likely to force more work-
ers to accept lower quality,
poorly paid jobs which
lackjob security and social
protection, so accentuating
inequalities exacerbated by
the COVID-19 crisis.

WESO Trends 2023
also projects that global
employment growth will
be only 1.0 per cent in
2023. less than half the
level in 2022. Global un-

employment is slated to
rise slightly in 2023, by
around 3 million, to 208
million (corresponding lo
a global unemployment
rate of 5.8 per cent). The
moderate size of this pro-
jected increase is largely
due to tight labour supply
in high-iicome countries
This would mark a reversal
of the decline in global un-
employment seen between
2020-2022. It means that
global unemployment will
remain 16 million above
ine pre-crisis benchmark
(set in 2019).

In addition to unemploy-
ment “job quality remains
a key co»ccm”. the report
says, adding that “ Decent
Work is fundamental to
social justice”. A decade
of progress in poverty re-
duction faltered during the
COVID-19 crisis. Despite
a nascenl recovery during
2021, the continuing short-
age ofbelterjob opportuni-
ties is likely to worsen, the
study says.

The current slowdow'n
means that many workers
will have to accept lower
quality jobs, often at very
low pay, sometimes with
insufficient hours. Fur-
thermore. as prices rise
faster than nominal labour
incomes.thc cost-of-living
crisis ris<s pushing more
people into poverty. This
trend comes on top o f sig-
nificantdeclines in income
seen during the COVID-19
crisis, which in many coun-
tries affected low-income
groups worst.

The report also identi-
fies a new. comprehensive
measure ofunmet need for
employment  the global
jobs gap. As well as those
who are unemployed, this
measure includes people
who wan! employment but
arc not actively searching
for a job, either because
they are discouraged or
because they have other
obligations such as care
responsibilities. Theglobal
jubii gul> MtKid at 473 mil-
lion in 2022, around 33
million above the level of
2019.

The labour market de-
terioration is mainly due
to emerging geopolitical
tensions and the Ukraine
conflict, uneven pandemic
recovery, and continuing
bottlenecks inglobal supply
chains, the WESO Trends
says. Together, these have
created the conditions for
stagflation - simultane-
ously high inflation and low
growth  for the first time
since the 1970s.

Women and young peo-
ple arc faring significantly
worse in labour markets.
Globally, the labour force
participation rate o f women
stood at 47.4 per cent in
2022, compared with 72.3
per cent for men. This 24.9
percentage pointgap means
that forevery economically
inactive man there arc two
such women.

Young people (aged 15
24) face severe difficulties
in finding and keeping
decent employment. Their
unemployment rate is three
times that of adults. More
than onc-in-five  23.5 per
cent ofyoung people arc
notin employment, cduca-

tion or training (NEET).

“The need for more de-
centwork and social justice
is clear and urgent.” said
ILO Dircctor-Gencral. Gil-
bertF. 1loungbo. “Butif we
are to meet these multiple
challenges, wc must work
together to create a new-
global social contract. The
ILO wili be campaigning
for a Global Coalition for
Social Justicc to build sup-
port, creatc the policies
needed, and prepare us for
the future of work.”

“The slowdown in
global employment growth
means that wc don’texpect
the losses incurred dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis
to be recovered before
2025." said Richard Sa-
maiLs. Directorofthe ILO's
Research Department and
report coordinator. “The
slowdown in productivity
growth is also a significant
concern, as productivity is
essential foraddressing the
interlinked crises we face
in purchasing power, eco-
logical sustainability and
human well-being”

In 2023 Africa and the
Arab States should see
employment growth of
around 3 per cent or more.
However, with their grow-
ing working-age popu-
lations. both regions arc
likely to see unemployment
rates decline only modestly
(from 7.4 to 7.3 percent in
Africa and 8.5 to 8.2 per
cent in the Arab States).

In Asia and the Pacific
and Latin America and tlte
Caribbean, annualemploy-
ment growth is projected
to be around 1 per cent
In Northern America therc
will be few or no employ-
ment gains in 2023 and
unemployment will pick
up. says the report.

Europe and Central Asia
arc particularly hard hit
by the economic fallout
from the Ukraine conflict.
But while employment
is projected to decline in
2023. their unemployment
rates should increase only
slightly given the backdrop
of limited growth in the
working-age population.
(tPA Service)
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BJP’s Modi mantra

THE two-day BJP national executive meeting in
New Delhi, held after a long pause and attended
by over 300 leaders, had its eminent emphasis
on the upcoming elections - for nine state as-
semblies this year followed quickly by the 2024
Parliament polls. The Party has decided to face
the coming polls with JP Nadda at its head. No
change of president was contemplated even as
his term was set to end soon; the reason being
that the "membership campaign for the party
could not be done yet due to the Covid-linkcd
restrictions” —a lame excuse at this late hour.
Predictably, ihc party has made it clear it would
face the parliament polls with Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi as its mascot, yet again.

The BJP's nine-point political resolution, in-
troduced by Union Minister Kiren Rijiju, lacked
punch as the Party had too little to highlight
when itcame to the performance of its govern-
ment. While the governance is overall smooth,
economic growth remains slow and the unem-
ployment scenario remains a huge challenge
due to lack of momentum in the manufacturing
sector - the principal creator ofjobs. In an es-
cape act, the resolution targeted the Congress,
saying it was out to tarnish the good image of
the Prime Minister and the BJP. This, when tlic
Congress party isdoing too little to take on the
Modi government other than holding a Bharat
Jodo Padayaira. The socio-economic resolution
praised PM Modi for transforming India into
the fifth largest economy, from its old status of
being one among the Fragile Five economics.
Such claims have little meaning for the common
man. The process o fgrowth for India began from
the Narasimha Rao-Manmohan Singh era in the
1990s, eventually clocking a growth of nearly 9
per cent. It isdown today at less than 6 per cent
after a further fall in reccnt years.

Sugar-coaiing isa game that’s perfected by all
governing establishments. Facis on the ground
could be different. Claiming credit for poverty
alleviation or the lood security steps was rather
uncalled for. It was the UPA-II that introduced
and implemented the Food Security initiative
under which subsidized or free foodgrains were
reached to Irdia’s poor via ration shops. UPA’s
rural job security scheme helped the poor im-
mensely. The BJP must think anew, but that's
where it has failed. Alternatively, what sells
today for the BJP is the Modi image. With the

opposi

on remaining weak and fragmented,

many regional satraps lacking credibility, Modi
and the BJP can continue to call the shots. The
national executive meet failed to resonate with
the common man and to inspire hope among
the citizenry in the absence of a slew of new
decisions and programmes linked to the nation’s

overall growth.

Smart city,
unsmart public
utilities and
voters

Editor,

Ifthe idea of* Smart City
islo dig up road* Ihat disrupt
people’s water supply pipe-
lines and their indcrground
cables withoutcare in the
world and any consulta-
tion with residents, then
Shillong should continue to
remain unsinari. God only
knows how a city turns smart
by reconstructing roadside
drains and markets. If mak-
ing roadside drains with
scrvice ducts is a very smart
and innovative thing then
some of our MLAs must be
pioneers in smartness having
constructed not one but two
service ducts on both sides
of the roads leaving vehicle
drivers struggling to keep the
wheels of their vehicles on
the uniform ground. It often
looks like ihc government
enjoys putting people in mis-
ery. Notonly thie. they bring
in so-called experts from
some comer of the country,
set up companies, throw in
parabolc and high-sounding
numbers in crorcsand finally
end up making our drains
smart. Itis like unsmart rain-

water and sewage will not be
allowed into the smart drains
or unsmart people without
smartphones or watches will
not be allowed into the smart
markets in future. Ridiculous
to may the least.

Once some smart alec in
New Delhi cries Smart, the
rest of the country joins the
chorus without understand-
ing a word of it. First, get
your basic infrastructure in
ihc city right. Despite crorcs
having gone in, many locali-
ties reel under severe water
scarcity, water logging after
every heavy shower, water
pipes running as serpents
along roads, footpaths and
drains. More water goes out
through leaking pipes than
reaching households. The
quality of water is at god's
mercy: electric wires and
cables garland the skyline,
roads have more vehicles
than people, public transport
is like a temporary resting
place for weary travellers;
drainsare like garbage dump-
ing places: sewerage system
is non-existent; buildings
jostling with neighbouring
buildings to reach higher.

Ins0 many decades, there
are no plans for new green
spaces or parks and play-
grounds, no civic body and
no institutional arrangement
for future planning and de-
velopment of Ihc city. Add

The politics of ‘winnability,’
coalition, schemes & pocket money

‘Rome was notbuilt ina
day' isan English transla-
tion from the collection of
French phrases ‘Li prov-
crbe au Vilain® published
in 1190. It speaks about
the selfless efforts, time,
and dedication Ihat the ar-
chitects and stakeholders
ofthe Roman Empire had
rendered towards Rome.
But today things arc just
tlic opposite. People want
everything instantly. Even
ILP in five minutes as one
legislator had promised.
This is a trend now, and it
reflects how the power of
money can easily replace
the honesty and transpar-
ency of hard work.

Having said so. the in-
cidents arc so glaringly
evident. From jobs, pro-
motion and educational
degrees to politics and
wealth acquisition, the
encroachment of money
is unstoppable. And as the
election approacheswec are
witnessing every day how
the offer of pockct money
and announcement about
schemes flics like mis-
siles in the war-torn slate.
And it is interesting to see
how candidates testified
to the crorcs of rupees
being offered to them by
political parties like ihc
anti-ballistic missiles that
Ukraine desperately wants
to buy. This is the politics
of this generation.

Politics in our state is
no longer the art to govern
righteously. With the new
adage in recent years such
as ‘coalition’, winnabil-
ity* the terms that point
to ihc magic number Ihat
helps to claim the right
to govern in the name of
democracy, the integrity of
governance has been pite-
ously reduced to a mere
theatre of entertainment.
Whata shame to reach this
level. And this ludicrous
concept of ‘winnability”
is nothing but a fallen
angel investment where
a bond that was given a
triple rating initially was
later downgraded to ajunk
status. Such is the standard
of polities in this present
generation

Democracy as the pri-
mary foundation fordevel-
opment, equality, justice,
ctc. seems to have been
forfeited or surrendered
by the people lo someone
they wanted lo vote for.
And this has led to the
fragility of the elector-
ates and polarisation of
clectoral outcomes. Thus,
the scope to geta people-
oriented government that
can make the state shine
and grow from develop-
ment to further develop-
ment in every aspect has
been kept in the dark

Tounderstand this phe-
nomenon of fragility, let
us try to categorise the
different groups of voters

to all this the very limited
on-line facility to access
basic services or lodging
complaints yet. by recon-
structing some stretches of
roads and roadside drains
andsome markets, we expect
Shillong to turn into a Smart
City. As the saying goes, you
can fool some people some-
times but not all the people
atall limes.

We all know that the
crorcs that arc being spent
to make Shillong smartare to
enrich our contractors silling
in high places and nothing
else. Well, elections arc near
and soon the smart people
of Meghalaya will cast their
smart votes to elect a new
smart government. Hope-
fully. that new government
will not go by rhetoric and
hype but make living easier
for the people of the state.

Yoursetc..
Emica Nongkynrih
Via email

Is a road show
by the PM
justified?

Editor

Whether a road show by
the Prime Minister in Delhi
to attend a party meeting is
justified can be left to the
wisdom of the countrymen.

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

according to their expecta-
tions and mentality o ftheir
social profession

The first category arc
the enlightened ones and
the intellectuals who
believe in the theory of
strong public policies but
they arc only a handful.
Mostofthciu neverattend
election rallies or meetings
but they know and under-
stand what is happening
in politics.

where a particular com-
munity. clan or religion,
prefer the person who
supports their immediate
cause and concern rather
than the interest of the
whole state.

Last but not the least
are the social activists and
these include the busi-
ness lobbyists, ihc unem-
ployed'sei f-cmploycd, ctc
They also sometimes serve
as middle men between

“Democracy as the primaryfoundationfor
development, equality,justice, etc. seems
to have beenforfeited or surrendered by
the people to someone they wanted to vote
for. And this has led to thefragility o fthe
electorates and polarisation o felectoral
outcomes Thus, the scope to get a people-

oriented government that can make the
state shine andgrowfrom development to
further development in every aspect has
been kept in the dark. ”

The numerous catego-
ries arc the blue-collar
workers which include
the farmers and cultiva-
tors as well. This category
constitutes most of the
uneducated and semi-ed-
ucated individuals. They
arc the category o f people
who have all the time for
election rallies, meetings,
feasting, etc without any
carcs at all. It is in this
category that most of tlic
political aspirants bank
Iheir investment oppor-

the governmentand politi-
cians and the uninformed
electorates. Their intention
is to climb the political
ladder and pitch them-
selves to that ‘winnability”
factor by invoking a sense
of insecurity on the com-
munity through various
issues thereby portraying
themselves as saviour of
thatcommunity and tribes.
But they are not the class
ofpolitical leaders that ihc
state needs,

With the advent of the

“They also sometimes serve as
middle men between the government
and politicians and the uninformed

electorates. Their intention is to
climb the political ladder and pitch
themselves to that 'winnability factor by
invoking a sense o finsecurity on the
community through various issues thereby
portraying themselves as saviour o fthat
community and tribes. ”

tunity with allurement.
The higher ihc monetary
investment, tltc greater the
chance to win voters. And
perhaps because of this,
the idea of 'winnability"
too has cmciged

Then there arc si/able
independent.average mid-
dle class voters but they
arc guided Jy their per-
sonal choices, emotions
and relationships. This
category is socially indif-
ferent and less concerned
with the socio-economic
condition cf the entire
stale and society except
for the well being o f their
related members. We also
have communal voters

After losing the Himachal
Pradesh assembly election
and corporation dcctions in
Delhi there is worry in the
BJP rank and file about the
upcoming assembly elec-
tions in nine states this year.
This roadshow appears to
counter the Bharat Jodo Ya-
Ita of Rahul Gandhi which
is attracting huge crowds
and is a cause for concern
for Ihe BIP.

The ground reality is that
no department o the central
government is attending to
public grievances. Even ihc
P.M's portal for grievances
of ihc common man is noi
active and nil one attends to
the complaints of the com-
mon man. Everyone is tired
of the workings of various
departments >fthe Govern-
ment. The PM should pay
attention to ihe complaints of
the public including the dis-
abled who arc being hugely
discriminated against by
all which is visible in the
insensitive attitude of the
Government towards the
disabled. Being a disability
activist 1would like to share
my experience.

The present government
has been in office for over
seven years and | hope the
Prime Minister is getting
regular reports of complaints
of the common masses.
Through this letter | request

business mind in politics
not only has it degraded
the integrity of politics
but il also damaged the
internal mechanism of
governance that has also
percolated down lo every
level of administration
We cannot expunge right
away the fact that elec-
tions today are fought
not on policy matters bui
on who can ensure more
regular pockct money in
the savings accounts of
the constituents. And the
accumulation of voters in
various categories over
these years has also helped
those in power to con-
solidate their vote bank

the Prime Minister lo treat
my case as a ‘test case* so
that each ministry is hauled
up for harassing ordinary
citizens and the disabled
No one wants lo solve the
grievances of a common
man. Now | come to ihc
very poor scrvicc of PG-
PORTAL. Il appearsthat this
Department is engaged in
showing quantitative figures
and not qualitative perfor-
mance. Any grievance dealt
by the Grievances Rcdressal
Department is another head-
ache for a common man. |
am surprised whether there
is any one lo keep track of
whether the common man is
satisfied after the problems
arc addressed

The Disabilities A$i was
passed by Parliament in
1996 and the second Dis-
abilities Act was passed in
2016 but sadly even after 26
years the Afts remain only
on paper and arc not imple-
mented meticulously. | had
brought this to the notice of
the Lok Sabha Speaker and
the Chairman. Rajya Sabha
including many members
of the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha and many reminders
were sent in this regard but
no one even acknowledged
the letters. Itis in the inlcrest
of ihc BJP tint proper atten-
tion be given to problems of
ihe common masses.

as their prime asset for
electioneering.

Let us not forget that
the voting pattern and
style in our state has not
shown any drastic changes
over these years cxccpt
parties and government
names. The reality is that
when a person has voted
for a candidate, he/she is
habituated to vote for the
second time as well. It is
disheartening lo sec that
people do not believe in
ideology anymore nor do
they have one. No one
understands party politics
and ideology in Megha-
laya.

Manifestos are mean-
ingless. What voters be-
lieve and follow is the
whimsical charisma ofan
individual candidate, They
are so sincere and blindly
loyal even at the cost of
development of the state
and society itself. This
has so happened because
of the fact that we the
people have lost the power
to generate new kind ofa
political intelligentsia in
the field of governance
and thus the kind of poli-
tics that we have nurtured
throughout these years
is shoddy and of inferior
quality.

I'wonder how BB Lyn-
gdoh would feel ifhe were
stillalive today to see how
the MLA schemes arc
being grossly abused for
the personal benefit o f the
MLA to retain his/her scat.
The good intention that the
legislators had in those
days to help MLAs finance
their constituencies* small
financial demands such as
donations etc. has become
a goldmine for the sitting
legislators today. Thank
God that the Narcndra
Modi Government at the
centre had initiated steps
to abolish the MPLAD
schemes ina phased man-
ner. And this is the reason
perhaps why most of our
MPs arc eyeing to enter
state polities.

In the same manner, the
good intentions tliat the ar-
chitects of the Three-flags
coalition government in
1978 had was to unite the
three regional parties for
the good cause of the state.
Itwas also during this year
that the prime asset of
the people and the slate.
The Land Transfer Act
1978 came into existence
till today. W hereas, in
today’s coalition, the goal
is primarily to enrich the
coalition partners.

The time is now for us
to decide on how wc want
the future of children to
be or should they also
continue to languish in the
slavery of fragility,

(The writer is an educator
and can he contacted at
afyngdoh2006@gfnait.com)

Finally. I request the
Prime Minister to treat this
letter as a ‘test case’ to see
the miserable handling o f the
common man’s grievances
by his Government.

Yours etc..
Yasli Pal Rallian.
Via email

Vacancies in
Inspectorate of
Electricity

Editor,

The Inspectorate of Elec-
tricity had issued an adver-
tisement on March 2. 2021,
regarding vacancies in this
office. However, till date,
no update has been provided
and candidates have been
kept in the dark about the
selection/interview.

It is requested that con-
cernedauthorities may pkrase
look into the mailer and pro-
vide necessary updates to
aspiring candidates.

Yours etc.,
R. Lyngdoh
Shillong- 1

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
Ihc views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Tires

(s1X)

Deglamourising the

“master spies”
By Vappalu Bulacliuiulrun

As a writer on intelli-
gence for the last 27 years,
my objective has been'to de-
mystify and deglamourisc
the subjccl for the public.
Like any =tlier branch of
governance, intelligence
collection has also been
part of every government
from time immemorial,
the only difference being
that spies seek information
in an unconventional way
and operate behind a cloak
of secrecy. Unfortunately,
the public gets a distorted
picture through media em-
bellishmcils and at times
by intelligence officers
themselves, some quoting
mere gossip andjuicy high-
level poli ics, leaving an
impressioa that only they
know certain secrets of the
country.

An example to be quot-
ed is the much-acclaimed
movie “Bell Bottom™”
(2021) on the hijacking of
IC Flight421in 1984 which
is claimed to have been
“based oa true events”
The movieshowsa Rambo-
stylc RAW-agent securing
the custody of hijackers
from a foreign country
against all odds. The truth
is that the transfer of hi-
jackers was done through
the commendable efforts
of a senior Indian diplo-
mat and the contribution
by intelligence agencies
was merely' to ensure their
security fock to India.

That is why | am wary
of superlative headlines
while describing apprehen-
sion o f"imstcr spies”. The
latest to be included in that
category is Ana Montes of
the Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA). an Ameri-
can lady who had spied for
Cuba. US media started
describing heras “the most
damaging spy in US his-
tory" in January 2023. The
reason was perhaps the
release of a book "Code
Name Blue Wren" by Jim
Popkin on her.

In actual fact, this case
is old. She was arrested in
2001 oil charges of spying
for Cuba, sentenced in
2002 to 25 years in prison
but released after 20 years
in 2023 on good conduct
Further, Cuba would not
have caused so much harm
to America as the book
blurbs would claim. In my
book ‘Intelligence Over
Centuries’. | had quoted
American documents, de-
classified only in 2016, to
reveal how Fidel Castro
was keen to bridge relations
with America even after the
1961 Bay of Pigs fiasco,
when the US was in a weak
position as the Cubans were
holding 1.202 mercenaries
and 5.000 .iftheir families.
This was apparent during
his long (tlks with the se-
cret intermediary James B
Donovan during 1962-63.

That docs not mean
that Cuba would not spy
on America. Even lIsrael,
the friendliest country of
America, had spied on the
latter as tic Jonathan Pol-
lard case (1984-85) would
indicate. Inthe intelligence
world, there isan unwritten
axiom that agents would
be planted when the rela-
tionship is"normal” while
counter in.clligence of the
home eoinlry would he
extra alertto flush out such
moles.

How dowc grade the so-

"? The

Inthe same year. LosAn-
gelesTimesnamed Coomcr
Narain alias Chittur Vcnkat
Narayan as the "master
Indian spy” who could sell
India's security secrets for
25 years, although lie was
not part of any security
establishment. Reams of
our strategic papers were
sold by him to foreign
embassies unhindered by
any check at any level
This would indicate that
spies who cause maximum
damage lo the country need
not be technical wizards
but ordinary purveyors.
Narain. who died in 2000
was a regional manager in
a private firm

In 1994, it was Ihe turn
of a top CIA official Al-
drich Ames to be desig-
nated as tlic master spy for
the Soviet Union forreveal-
ing nearly 30 American
agents in tho Soviet Union
involved in 100 covert op-
erations during nine years
that he worked as a spy.
However, Solomatin, Ihe
KGB head in Washington,
had told Pete Early, the US
author, tliat they gave lesser
importance lo Ames than
John Walker in strategic
intelligence.

Ana Montes, the spy
now in the news in the US.
had Puerto Rican roots but
was bom in 1957 in West
Germany where her father
was working in the US
army. The family relumed
to Kansas and she had her
education in America. In
1980. she was hired as a
typist in the "Freedom of
Int'onnation Office” of the
Justice Department. Later
her services were hired by
the Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA). It was at
this juncture (hat a Cuban
intelligence talent spotter
took cognisance of her
critical views on US for-
eign policy.

It was her ideological
alignment towards South
America and her criticism
of US foreign policy Ihat
made her a mole for Cu-
ban intelligence Direccion
Generate dc Intcligencia
(DG1). Early in the 1980s.
she developed sympathies
for the “Sandinistas”, the
Cuban backed revolution-
ary Socialist Party which
was battling for the control
of Nicaragua. She was dis-
appointed with the Reagan
Administration’s covert
help lo ihc CIA backed
“Contras” who were trying
to topple the Sandinista
Government. A talcnt-spot-
ter friend suggested to her
tliat she could help Sand-
inistas by passing on secret
US papers to them.

According to this story,
she readily agreed to go
to New York to meet a
representative of the Cu-
ban DGI on December 16.
1984. From that day till ten
days after the 9 11 attack
in 2001. when she was ar-
rested. she was spying for
Cuba. Some media releases
said that she had made a
clandestine trip to Cuba,
travelling through Spain
and Czechoslovakia using
fake passports and wearing
different disguises. It was
claimed that the DGI taught
her the Soviet tradccrafton
how to send secret com-
munications. how to lose
a tail, even how io beat a
polygraph by managing
blood pressure through live

called "master-sp
case of US Naval Radio-
man John Anthony Walker
gives some clues. In 1985.
the lale Casper Weinberger,
then US Secretary of De-
fence, branded Walker as
the “master spy” for caus-
ing maximum damage to
US sceurily by supplying
sensitive data on nuclear
weaponry lo Soviet Intel-
ligence between 1967 and
1984. He passed on Ameri-
can sensor data along with
theirtacticsand "readiness"
on the surface/ submarine/
airborne training system.
He also updated the data
from time to time. Boris
Solomatin. then KGB Chief
of Washington DC station
in 1967, who "handled"
Walker had told American
author Pete Early in 1988
Ihat Walker could help
them to "understand and
study” ho.v the Pentagon
“ihinks’Mn strategic intel-
ligence this is the most
important computation Ihat
rivals seel: how would a
country b:have in a par-
ticular situation?

ofthe
sphincter muscle.

However, titc FBI's re-
strained public release gave
reasons for her arrest im-
mediately after 9/11. She
was in no way connected
with 9/L1 terrorist strikes
but it was considered dan-
gerous to have a suspected
spy within the intelligence
community who would
have access to "America’s
planned invasion of Af-
ghanistan the following
month”. Ana Montes never
removed any documents
from work, either physi-
cally or electronically. She
memorised the contents,
typed the contents into her
laptop at home, transferred
it lo encrypted disks and
transmitted them to Cuban
handlers via shortwave
radio

(The writer is aformer
Special Secretary. Cabinet
Secretariat. His latest I>0(tk
is 'Intelligence Over Cen-
turies Hewsare personal)
(Syndicate: The Billion
Prints) (email: vilit>r(tv
thebillionpress.org)
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“The best thing about thefuture is
that it comes only one day at atime. ”

— Dean Acheson
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Money power in Meghalaya politics
UDP Working President. Paul Lyngdoh has
rightly pointed out that money power is in
crude display in the run-up to the 2023 elections
scheduled to be held on February 27 next. It has
become the norm for those wanting to retain
their seats to use money power to the hilt and this
is evident in the conversations across the state
especially in the rural areas where poverty has
reduced people to unquestioning, obsequious
followers o fcandidates who offer then the high-
est amounts. Instead of asking people to conic
forward and testify against the candidate paying
money to voters (at least three months before
the elections arc announced), the State Election
Commission (SEC) should have been on its toes
and spontaneously sent feelers around to detect
such subtle attempts to bribe the voters. Does
the SEC believe that anyone will come forward
and testify against a benefactor especially if the
beneficiary isa poor, voiceless, decrepit voter re-
duced to penury and without a guaranteed means
of livelihood? This is expecting too much and
even the SEC itselfknow-s it isjust completing
formalities since there have been complaints by
rival candidates about the ‘gold rush’ that the
2023 elections should be termed as.

In constituencies like Nongkrem the role of
money is overpowering. Ifonly the SEC could
employ spies it would have yielded the results it
is looking for. But since the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) is rcduced to an institution
giving out advisories and with the ‘noble’aim
ofconducting free and fair elections without the
wherewithal to detect money changing hands
between voters and candidates, elections will
continue to sc what they arc in this country.
And money will continue to play a major role
in deciding winners and losers, especially as
citizens become more desperately pushed to the
status ofthose living below- poverty line (BPL)
which in Meghalaya is a whopping 37%.

In Mcgluikiya we are looking <l an unques-
tioning, cynical, uneducated voter with very lit-
tle choice to vote forchangc. A similar situation
exists in the outback of Bihar or Uttar Pradesh.
All forms ofreligious institutions that claim to
put the fear of God in their adherents seem to
collapse like a pack ofcards during this season.
At limes there is active connivance to campaign
for one of theirow'n, despite the person’s faults
and failings. In fact, the whispering campaign
in religious circles had started months ago. The
churchcs are obliged to the MDA Government
for agreeing to put the brakes on their casino
project as if casinos are the only evil and pov-
erty, negative human development indiccs and
illiteracy arc not worse than some rich folks
gambling away their ill-gotten wealth. Clearly
there appears no hope at the end of the tunnel
for those hoping for change in Meghalaya post

March 3. 2023.

Why no
leadership in
Meghalaya's

politics?

Fditor.

In the beginning, wc
should understand that there
is a big diflcrerec between
leadership and politics. To-
day's system produces politi-
cians, not leaders; the politi-
cians wecall leaders arc not
true leaders,

Firstly, most ofour politi-
cians arc busy making mon-
ey, and money bccomes their
top priority. They forget that
their primary task is to serve
the people. Every politician
wants to be served through
the money earned illegiti-
mately from the funds meant
for the people Secondly,
what we exercise is politics
without principles. Although
sometimes few politicians
stand by their principles, it
docs not last long as many
of these principles are com-
promised when it comes
to money matters. Thirdly,
many o four poli icians stress
on power politics. What
they do in 5 ycirs. is to gain
power, they takepowcr from

the people instead of giving
it to them. It is miserable
that politicians overlook
one of the best qualities ofa
leader, which is to empower
the people. Authentic leader-
ship always tries to empow er
rather than gain power for
themselves. Fourthly, the
politicians are more con-
cerned with the elections
than o four younger genera-
tion. Politicians arc not inter-
ested in the next generation;
if we ask them what their
vision for our generation is
many will be silent becausc
they arc not interested in our
future generation. Their pri-
mary interest is in elections.
They have no time for our
future, security, or employ-
ment of the youth. Fifthly,
our politicians like to shout
from political platforms with
50 many promises during the
elections that they forget that
the purpose of development
is to bring a change in the
state

How will wc expect a bet-
ter and brighter Meghalaya
if these politicians come to
power? Itis miserable. Many
of them lie and have not ful-
filled their promises. People
have the power in the name
ofdemocracy to changc the
situation. Let us unite and

How to defeat the
BJP in 2024

By Derek O'Brien

Opposition must convert
Lok Sabha poll into aggre-
gate of state elections, target
government on price rise,
unemployment

The year 2023 will bea lot
like 2022. The first week into
the new yearand media chan-
nels and the cco-systcm that
sustains them arc spreading
the myth that Prime Minin-
ster Narcndra Modi is invin-
cible - that 2024 s already a
done deal for him. The only
point o fdebate, according to
this flawed narrative, is the

margin of his party’s victory,
Simply pul. this is a (mis)
reading of the political tea
leaves.

The BJP can be defeated
in 2024. The way to do this
is to convert the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls into an aggre-

(TMC) won. immediately
energised the Opposition
ranks, which bad turned list-
less and despendent after the
2019 Lok Satha elections.
The Bengal win showed quite
unequivocally that the BJP
election maciinc could be
made to stall by focusing on
local issues anJ by delivering
on promises made and kept to
the electorate of the state.
The BJP won 18 scats in

‘West Bengal h the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. You don’t
need to be a TMC partisan
to wager thai "the world’s
largest party" ill be lucky to
win half-a-do'cn scats from
Bengal in 2024. That’s minus
12 for BJPand plus 12 for the

tisgarh and Madhya Pradesh
Rahul Gandhi and the Con-
gresswill lave to take on the
BIP. It is also an important,
almost neccssary, condition
for the Congress to win the
Karnataka Assembly polls in
2023. They will. Awin in the
southern state in 2023. will be
just the tonic the Opposition
needs before 2024,

“Team Opposition” has
the broad contours ofa strat-

cgy in placc for 2024. Strong
competent Chief Ministers)
or cx-C’'Ms versus a Prime
Minister who has failed to
deliver on his promises, all
of which missed the sclf-
declarcd deadline of 2022:
houses for all. a five trillion-

uncmplovmentand the lack of
communal harmony—all of
which add up to incompetent
governance. This will be the
primary messaging from the
Opposition. For any kind of
communication, political
or brand, or public service,
there cannot be two primary
messages,

The Opposition parties
would also need strong sec-
ondary messaging (don’t get
me wrong when I say second-
ary. it is an equally important
issue but has less mass appeal)

which will be the breakdown
of institutions: Parliament,
investigative agencies and the
media—Io name a few.

So. these will be the two
focus areas when the Op-
position panics take the BJP
government head-on in 2024

The BJP can be defeated in 2024, The way to do this is to
convert the 2024 Lok Sabha polls into an aggregate of state
elections, Let’s look at the data: the BJP has fared poorly
whereverit has faced a stron

using the term

"regional party"

°b

arty in a region (no, I'm not
ecause some of these are, in

fact, recognised national parties). Ifyou extrapolate the

Assembly results of Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andh
national levelyou'llfind the BJP str

gate of state elections. Let’s
look at the data: the BJP has
fared poorly wherever it
has faccd a strong pany in
a region (no. 1’m not using
the term *“regional party”,
because some of these arc.
in fact, rccogniscd national
parties). If you extrapolate
the Assembly results of Hi-
machal Pradesh, Punjab
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu.
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, or
lelangana to the national
level you’ll find the BJP
struggling 1o touch the 240-
scat mark.

O fcoursc. he is beatable.
Youall know what happened
in May 2021 in West Bengal
Make no mistake, the faccsof
the BJP campaign were Modi
and Shah. Ihe near three-
fourth majority that the All
India Trinamool Congress

use that power to sec a better
Meghalaya. Lastly, ourpoliti-
cians spend most of their time
and money to find their fol-
lowers. But true leaders arc
not busy finding followers.,
instead the followers follow
the leaders because they arc
attracted to their character,
skill, ability, and capacity
to deliver promises to the
people.

Meghalaya voters. il we
want to be ruled by the poli-
tics of greed, hatred, intoler-
ance. and the politics ofcyni-
cism? We hope it will be a big
NO. My humble appeal lo the
voters is not to sell, surren-
der. and submit themselves
to these political bitcs. X
not allow ourselves to be
dictated to by these politi-
cians. who tell us what lodo
what to think; what to feci.
We believe that the election
of 2023 will give a sive
lesson to many politicians.
Let us remove the present
corrupt government which
has distoncd the image o fthe
people of Meghalaya based
on religion, caste, crecd. and
community. People let us do
away with the Delhi rubber-
stamp government. They
have several artificial poli-
ticians. nuichinc men, and
women with machinc minds

ra Pradesh, or

240-seat mark.

Opposition, anet gain of 24
scats. The prognosis for the
BJP in Bihar issimilar.

The result! in these two
states alone will take the
BJP's (ally beow the major-
ity mari;. Youdo not need a
grand onc-size-fits-all Oppo-
sition alliance with a “facc”
at the national level. You
need strategic alliances with
the right panics in diflfcrent
states. For cximple, in Ma-
harashtra. Uddhav Thackeray
must be tl)c ftee of the Shiv
Scna-NCP-Congress alli-
ance. In Tam | Nadu. MK
Stalinand the DMK must be
the lead player in a combine
that includes the Congress
and the Convnunists. Akh-
ilcsh Yadavs Samajwadi
Party will have to be the
pivotin Uttar Pradesh. And in
Rajasthan, Karnataka, Chhat-

and machinc hearts. They arc
conccnicd moreabout money
than humanity, and wc need
kindness more than clever-
ness; we need lumanily more
than technology. Many politi-
cians lie to tlx: people; they
treat them like sheep, cattle,
and machines.Comipt politi-
cians, we arc not machines;
we arc humars. As humans,
let us fightagainst politicians
who enrich tticmsclves by
enslaving the people.

We need new faces in the
politics of Meghalaya who,
with conscicn:c. can deliver
unfulfilled promises. In this
election, let us fight that
the power they took from
the people wi 1return to the
people. Let as Fight for a
better Meghalaya, a decent
state with pcicc. progress,
future, security, harmony, and
development.

Yoursetc.
Batshkcm Mawlcin,
Via email

Delay in
declaring
MPSC results

Editor,

The MPSC"hadconducted
an interview ‘or the post of

dollar economy, the Bullet
Train, eleciriciiy/watcr in
every house and more

Let’s examine the broken
promise to double farmers’
income by 2022. To achicve
that, incomes needed to grow
by 10 per cent every year
from 2015 to 2022. Adjust-
ed for inflation, the actual
growth in farmer incomes has
been just three per cent. Or
take the hot air on jobs. The
reality is that 22 crorc people
have applied for government
jobs since 2014, and only
seven lakh got jobs. These
arc not my numbers; these
are figures tabled on the floor
of Parliament by the Union
government

liven as the faces that con-
front the PM will vary from
state tostate, the issues raised
will be the same—price rise,

est Bengal,

Telangana to the
uggling to touch the

Therc will be naysaycrs who
say this cannot be done. 1will
only point them in the direc-
tion of the 2004 Lok Sabha
elections. That, too, was an
aggregate ofstate polls. Then,
like now. there was no “na-
tional face” to take on Alai
Bihari Vajpayee, who was
at the peak of his popularity
and widely cxpccted to return
to power. There’s another
similarity. BJP’s“New India"
slogan now is eerily similar
to its “India Shining"” slogan
then. The people of India had
then rallied to defeat the BJP.
Narcndra Modi would not
have forgotten that

(The writer is Member of
Parliament and Leader All
India Trinamool Congress
Parliamentary Parly, Rajya
Sabha). Article published by
arrangementwith The Indian

Inspector under
Transport Department on De-
cember 16. 2021. However
till date the result has not
been declared leaving the
aspiring candidates dcjccted
1 would request the MPSC
members and Transport De-
partment to kindly look into
the matterand to declare the
results at the earliest.
Yours cte..
Tengsan Sangma.
Via email

Do we really
have leaders in

Meghalava?

Editor,

Aswcapproach the voting
day political leaders arc busy
preparing for the elections.
They will plan on maneuver-
ing people with their sweet
and angelic words for their
benefit but what's more im-
portant for the people is to
look fora leader who is ready
and willing to give his best
for the welfare of the people
and the downtrodden. Wec.
the people, must ensure that
helshe is a man/woman of
principles and will never go
back on his’her words.

lop and changc and
thereby manipulate the voters
during clecitons but people
should bealertand intelligent.
Ihe Bible says, "Be gentle as
adove and wise asa serpent.”
We arc in serious need of
leaders who arc sharp and
know- how to run the govern-
ment efficiently. Wec cannot
trust a leader who makes tall
promises without thinking.
Often such leaders promise
the moon and say th)cy will do
anything for their supporters
before elections but immedi-
ately after the dcctions they
forget all their promises.
Every political leader
should think before he'she
speaks. But the question is
whether wc even have ‘lead-
ers’ or simply individuals
wanting to win elections
and rule the State and its
people even while they bc-
comc wealthier every time
they win
Yours etc.,
Shemphang Marweifl,
Via email

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even iftheyare sent by el
Only letters withthe requisite
detailswill be published.

(SI1X)

RSS poll machine,
new mosque gives
edge to BJP

By Shivaji Sarkar

Nine states, 350 Lok
Sabha scats, reaching the
marginalized communities is
the goal of the BJP in 2024
Itsa tall oiler but the party.
RSS cadrcs and Prime Min-
ister Narcndra Modi have the
capability todo it. They have
created an organizational
structure that is in a 24x7
election campaign mode. Hie
strong cadre of the party and
itscoordination or the reposi-
tory of leadership in the RSS
is its strength. It has a think-
ing set-up that continuously
rc-stratcgizes its working
mode to capture scats, more
scatsand changc government
policies accordingly
Contrary to the opposition
chargcs of being reckless,
the BJP takes every step ina
calculated manner including
even how it has to raise its
noise level, a successful tool
to drown he voiccs in the
Opposition. It helps o keep
the Opposition oftthe public
mind and penetration in the
people’s perception bccomes
easier. That makes it a little
callous about its approaches
Rabble rouscrs do the rest
Deviation from standard
protocol isan effective tool
to carry forward its vijay
yatra even in the portals of
Lok Sabhaand Rajya Sabha.
Thechairs have moved away
from their standard format of
being ncuval in Parliament

to acting for the ruling party.
Unlike some of the previous
Speakers, who even quit
their party membership of-
ficially to have a semblance
of neutrality, here there is no
pretence. It is not different.
Those who were neutral also
had been soft towards the
ruling group

The Opposition has seem-
ingly accepted disciplining
by the Speaker Om Birla or
Deputy Chairman Harivansh
Narayan S ngh. The Houses
function with the opposition
demurring outside. It serves
the ruling party and it docs
not mind twitching oft' the
mikes.

Managing the House has
been easy. Digital presenta-
tion ofreplies makes it easier
to keep noise against ata low
level helping the treasury
benches to get its work done
smoothly. In the open fields
100 it tries to get over the
voices to carry forward its
goal

The Blarat Jodo Yatra
(BJY) of Congress leader
Rahul Gaidhi has shaken
but not rattled it. It makes its
moves sharper as the Janu-
ary 16 road show of about
700 metres exemplify. In the
party's perception Modi has
got the mileage more than
the Long Rahul March has
achieved. A simple stroke
has put the achievements of
the Government to the fore of
everyone. Party men wonder
at the calculated mcchanism
that makes it achicvc more
with less effort.

This is vhat gives the BIP
confidence to win 350 scats,
from the present 303 of its
own. to form a one-party
government with minimal
allies. Thai is why Modi has
given the call to penetrate
the Muslin minorities. If a
small section of the Hindus
move away from the party
at tlx; hustings, it is keen on
making it up with Muslim
and other community votes,
who so farhave not been its

voters. It is perceived that
about 2 percent Muslims
even now vote for the BJP.
But it wants to multiply
that with more pasmanda
«backward - Muslim voles
numbering about 14 crorc
as per 2011census. Ilic new-
modern mosque at Ayodhya
may show its friendly face
to the Muslims.

Many smaller tribes,
castc groups and farming
classes are not its voters. If
theyjoin ihe BJP. votes may
go up from 22 crorc ofa total
0f91 crorc in 2019. About 7
to 10 crorc new voters join
the electoral list every five
years. Even half of it can
do wonders to increase its
tally ina 100 crorc electoral
collcge.

So is the BJP not both-
ered about the Congress
whimper? The BJP and its
parent body arc careful
They have never ignored
the Opposition. They know
how to tackle and splin-
ter it. Its masterstroke of
withdrawing the three farm
billsare testimony of how it
confuscd the agitating farm-
ers to act at cross purposes
giving the Party an edge in
the supposed western UP
stronghold of the farmers.
Already it has announced
free food dole to continue
till 2024 polls

In a battered Gujarat, its

well-oiled machinery in a
fizzy state managed to cast
16 lakh votes, two hours
after the polling time. A
weak Congress could not
match the “forward think-
ing", as the party men de-
scribe. move to match it.
in Congress’ perspective of
winning elections. 1f AAP
helped cut Congress votes
and help the BJP. that again
is a folly of the Congress.
To quote RSS chicf Mohan
Bhagwat "Hindus arc at war
and aggression is natural.”
The BJP is aggressive and
the splintered Opposition is
yet nota match.

Among the nine states
going to polls this year, the
BJP is in power in Mad-
hya Pradesh. Karnataka and
Tripura and it’s a part of the
ruling coalition in Nagaland
and Meghalaya. Mizoram
is friendly enough. It feels
NF is easy to manage ex-
cept to some extent Tripura.
The other five states Tclan-
gana. Chhattisgarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh. Rajasthan and
Karnataka would see sharp
barbs and surprise moves
from the BJP.

The Congress is in power
in Rajasthan and Chhhattis-
garh where it would facc a
tough challenge, however it
is noteasy toputupa fightin
the North Fast, cxccpt some
feeble attempts in Tripura

But voting records also
show that tix* BJP strike rate
in terms of scats is lower
than its Lok Sabha perfor-
mance. Madhya Pradesh is
a post-poll maneuver and
Telangana polls are likely to
be triangular.

Despite that possibly as
BJP president Nadda says
it would sail through and
capture most of 160 LS scats
that arc not with it. Intense
electioneering has already
started even before the Delhi
National Executive Council
meeting. "Hie Opposition has
yet not even stratcgized.
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“77/e mass o fmen lead lives o fquiet

desperation. What

is called resignation

is confirmed desperation.

The Shil
SHI

Hcenrv David Thorcau

long Times
LLONG. FRIDAY.JaM aRY JO.202)

Destination Delhi
THE fight for :he 2024 Parliament Polls would,

by all indications, be b
ing BJP and its mascot

itter. This despite the rul-
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi towering over others in terms of national

appeal and mass support. A restive Telangana

chiefminister K Chan
verted his regional ru
Rashtra Samithi into

drashekar Rao. who con-
ling party the Telangana
a whimsical ‘national*

outfit the Bharat Rashtra Samithi. fired the first

shot. The mass rally he

held in Khammam in Te-

langana saw a line-up of four chiefministers on

Wednesday. In neighb
Minister Narendra M

ouring Karnataka. Prime
odi showed up the next

day to launch aslew of development projects as
the assembly polls there were also nearing. The

Election Commission,

meanwhile, announced

the first set ofassembly polls of the year —for

Meghalaya. Nagaland
year would see the pol
with assembly polls in
the next year by the G

and Tripura. The entire
itical temperature rising,
six more states, followed
eneral Elections.

As most states have strong regional parties,
the BJP cannot hope to have a cakewalk. How-

ever, the hint that has ci

ome from the KCR-show

in Khammam was music to the BJP’s ears. Even

the regional foxes rem

ainas fragmented as ever.

Top faces likeMamata Baneijee, Nitish Kumar
and Sharad Pawar were nowhere to be seen.
Kumar made it clear he was not an invitee and
that he was no: enthused at the KCR push. KCR

on his part shifted gea

r from the Jai Telangana

slogan to Jai Bharat, just as PM Modi had sought

to transform himselfb
is loud and dear.

efore 2014. The message

Granted that the non-BJP parties fighting the
polls under different groupings somehow win

a sufficient number o

f seats to form the next

government al the Centre, the logical next step

is to choose the Prime
Congress can nominat

Minister. The BJP or the
e one easily. On the other

side, each greedy shark among the regional

chieftains would prop

ose himself for the post.

Aftera hard bargaining, whoever picks the man-
tle would - as past experience showed - bear a
crown ofthorns. Leg-pulling from the wayward

leaders would begin fr
government's lifespan

om day-one and the new
could be numbered. The

reason why the rcgionalists do not want to keep
the Congress in the forefront for such an anti-
BJP alliance is clear: they need the bargaining
powerto grab the PM’s post. Aiming high is not

a bad idea, but these a
Their personal interes

re men with feet of clay.
ts would spoil the show

from the very start, leading to the collapse of

the government soone

Elections in
Meghalaya

Editor,

The General Elections
in Meghalaya has been
announced by the ECI on
Wednesday, January 18. Be-
low arc musingsoi the back-
ground and the way forward
as conscious voters:

As a person who is still
travelling arouid in the
State, 1get the impression
that generally people of the
three main regions o fJaintia,
Khasi and Garo Hills are
absolutely fed-up with the
corruption tain cd MDA
government. If Dr Mukul
Sangina and his friends had
remained in the Congress
there would have been no
chance for the NPP to re-
turn to power. Bill with the
break-up and birth of the
TMC in the state, now it's
anybody's guess as to who
will carry the trophy. As for
the LDP. it simply has. time
and again, proved to be a
parasite party - clinging on lo
any party soasto ccd on the
perks of powers and lo hell
with ideology! VPP. a new
party with laudable declara-
tions and largely educated
candidates (a parly 1 would
have felt comfortable with),
is again a new entity and it's

r than later.

anybody's guess as to how it
will perform. The BJP may
improve its position, but my
optimistic opinion is that
they will not cross 5 seats at
the most.

The way forward is to
vole for a party that has
the greater chance of more
winning candidates so as to
throw out the NPP that led a
shamelessly corrupt govern-
ment and was flirting with a
divisive party like the BIP.

Yours etc..
Eugene Thomas.
Shillong- 6

EVM: The
unfinished
agenda

Editor,

Now that the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
has visited Meghalaya and
told candidates to identi-
fy themselves and declare
themselves freeo fany crimi-
nal charges, there remain two
unfinished agenda. Firs*, in
201S quite a few EVMs ex-
perienced glitches in many
polling booths. At some
polling stations voters be-
came impatient and were
disheartened by the long wait
so ihcy left without voting
since they could not forfeit

Election 2023: Money, money,
money & The winner takes its all

Two Abba songs "Money
money money’and ‘The
winner takes it all’ come to
mind during this election
season. The first song goes.
“Money, money, money/
Must be funny In a rich
man’s world.” Yes money's
funny in a rich man’s world
but it can buy so much for
the poor voter. Money is the
poor woman's need. Even
Rs 2000 will go a long way
to ensure die has rice for at
least two months and some
money to pay the school
fees when classes begin in
February. And in this open
season, the more candidates
the better!

It's pointless denying that
with time, money power
in elections has taken pre-
cedence over issues. Why
should anyone care about
issues anyway? Issues arc
good for intellectual spar-
ring. Fora poor person who
knows that she will continue
to have a raw deal five years
down the line, ‘it’s now or
never.” Hence the conversa-
tion these days whether in
the market place or public
transports or some adda like
a tea shop where people
sit and chat over chai and
samosa, the banter revolves
around, “how much did you
get from...." “lgotso Rs
but 1believe the other candi-
date gives more."

As far as issues arc con-
cerned. they are the same
old. cliched ones anyways.
Education. Health. Roads,
Power, Water. Agriculture
etc. Haven't these same is-
sues figured in the last elec-
tions? Were they addressed?
Do wec have better schools?
And why should schools
matter when a good chunk
of rural kids arc not even in
school: when women still die
of childbirth complications
which are no longer issues
in the developed states. And
infant deaths? Who cares?
When there are already so
many kids in the family one
death isjust a number.

As far as roads are con-
cerned. the affluent have
their SUVs so it doesn't
matter how bad ihe roads
are. The less fortunate ones
relying on public transport
or small vehicles can break
their heads and deal with
their problems and nag the
insouciant government for
the next five years. After all
they were all paid before the
elections to shut their traps
for the next 5 years

The rich don't need gov-
ernment intervention in edu-
cation. They areall in private
schools and a good number
study outside the suite. Those
forced to study in govern-
ment funded schools and
colleges don't get the right
kind o feducation thatcan get
them to think and question
authority. Their’s is a case
of memorising and vomiting
out facts during an exam.
That's the breadth of their
education. So meaningless
is the education imparted
(book knowledge) and so

aday's livelihood

The sccond glitch was
regarding the Verifiable Pa-
per Trail for the Lok Sablia
election 2019 where il was
revealed that there were
some anomalies vis a vis
the VPT. One voter from
Assam and two from Delhi
stated that they voted forone
candidate from a particular
political party but the VPT
revealed some other name
and parly

Voters arc equal in law
50 let us skip the personality
of the person from Assam
who was a former DGP).
After casting his vote he
complained to the Presiding
officer that the VPT failed to
display the symbol on which
the button was pressed
Rather he was challenged
to press one button and if
the machine fails to register
the right candidate and party
then he emerges victorious
but if for some reason the
machine registers the correct
candidate and party then he
would be penalised and have
to pay a hefty fine.

Few people would dare lo
challenge a machine so the
former DGP refused to make
a formal complaint. The
point here is ihat such mal-
function would not happen
with a ballot box. How could
a voter stamp on one symbol

By Patricia Mukhim

far removed from their day
lo day existence that they
prefer to drop out and earn
to supplement their family
incomes. The standard re-
ply from parents who have
pulled their kids out from
school is. “Wiat's ihe point
of schooling when so many
educated people arc without
jobs?"
And there really
is no answer lo this
vexed question.

Coming to the next Abba
favourite, "The Winner Takes
It AIL" the song has proven
true of ihe 2018 election.
The winners- those in the
MDA Government - have
actually taken more trophies
than they deserve and which
should have come to us the

voters. Indeed, these win-
ners have had their finger in
every- pie and every money-
making venture and added
substantially to their list
of properties in an around
Shillong. Ever their hangers-
on and facilitators running
the muddied coal trade who
had nothing in their bank
balances before 2018, now
live an afftucnt lifestyle hav-
ing acquired properly in
Shillong-1: a very expensive
address whereas most of us
had had to move to Shillong
6.8. 13, 14. 190r 21 where
land was affcrdable at one
time. Wc know those people
and they smile politely at us
whenwe meetthem: they arc
overly courtcous and 0oze

only think differently but
also have different voting
behaviours. Generally, the
Garo people decide who
forms the Government in
Meghalaya hencc we have
had more enduring Garo
CMs than we have had from
the Khasi-Jaintia region. The
Garos do have bitter political
combats but in the end they
close ranks to enable one
of their own to bccome the
state leader.

Democracy itself is not
so straightforward. Voting
is just one act but it requires
a thinking, questioning, rea-
soning citizenry that can
hold the clected to account,
That's only possible with
educated (not just literate)
voters who are not victims

of patronage. Anyone who
has been reduced to a posi-
tion o f having to queue up at
the MLA's home early in the
morning (which isa common
sight these past few months)
and beg for crumbs can
hardly exercise free choice.
Their choices arc already
decided when they surrender
their EPICs in lieu o f money.
Some voters may notreccive
money from candidates but
they voteon the basis o fper-
sonal relationships, religious
and clan affinities and many
other factors.

Let us admit one stark
reality and that isthat we live
inalternative universes. Our
expectations from the MLAs
are different. Some believe

with . But they
arc a viciously avaricious
lot who will stop at nothing
to add to their wealth rank-
ing. Apart from being part
of the ruling conglomerate
they arc also the mafiosi of
Meghalaya

But the reason why wc
continue to elect the same set
of carpetbaggers  living in
Shillong but representing the
back of beyond constituen-
cies - is became those living
in the urban ;nd peri-urban
areas bclieve theirareaofin-
fluence extends to the whole
state when in reality their
sway ends at Upper Shillong,
Nongkrem. iVawryngkneng
and Mawiong. The influ*
cncers live only within 7
constituencies of Greater
Shillong thcbulk of voters
live in 29 other constituen-
cies spanning Jaintia Hills.
Khasi Hills. Ri Bhoi and not
to forget the 24 constituen-
cies in Garo Hills that not

and approacli the Presiding
officer becauic his seal was
stamped on another symbol
like the bicycle? The EVM
is completely different from
a ballot box and before the
elections the EVMs should
have been ckccked in case
they malfunction.

There wcie three people
who to the ECI

in "
others look for the long. term
benefit of the Slate. But the
second category are too few
to make a difference. The
reality is that we live in dif-
ferent worlds, desire differ-
ent things and have almost
nothing in common. This
is reinforced by a partisan
media environment that is
heavily consumed over mo-
bile phones. And such media
outlets that operate ina very
cruelly competitive orbit
deliver news like a consumer
product. No wonder, every
electoral contest becomes
an existential dilemma with
cach party looking at the
other as a mortal enemy and
each party then trying to woo
whichever media they can.
At the end of ihe day
therefore the media plays a
very influential role in de-
ciding the democracy we
want. Hence solutions to
our governance problems

time, the cook of this hostel
was the late Kong Pomolin
Gassah. May her soul rest
in peacc. Attending her fu-
neral. which was two days
ago, got me thinking about
the conditions of the hostel
What wasonce an affordable
hostel for so many students
outside of town isnow sadly

regarding thcEVM malfunc-
tion. The fomer ChiefJus-
tice of India, Ranjan Gogoi
had twice ordered the ECI
MrAuroraat he time to look
into the complaints but there
was no response until the
poll results were declared
The doubts and fears of

voters, be they of any status
in life should be addressed
so that it wotld inspire con-
fidence in voters and they
would feel ihat justice is
served.

Yours ctc.

W. Passah,

Nongkrem

Unresolved
issues in Jowai

Editor,

In Jowai Town, there are
two abandoned buildings as
far as the eye can see. One
such building is the hostel
of the Government Girls
1I'S School. Once upon a

an building anda
hub forjuvenile delinquents
In 2019, reports made by
various online news media
iis that the dilapidated hostel
is not in a stable condition
to accommodate students.
Four years have passed and
wecare yet to sec the required
renovations to be done.

The other building left
orphaned by the govern-
ment is ihe market building
in lawmusiang Jowai. The
story about this building is
thattall promises were made
by a certain politician five
yearsago. The fruitof those
promisesare now seen by the
people going in and out of
the lawmusiang market: It is
just another unfinished con-
struction Currently, the said
building looks like a garbage
dumpster. One can only
imagine the pathetic sight of
a market that co-exists with
a huge pile of garbage. Per-
haps the said Building will
be used again as an election
gimmick this year.

Lastly, huge piles of gar-

won’t conic merely from
belter legislation or insti-
tutional reforms or more
virtuous politicians. A
healthy culture ofdemoc-
racy can be established by
aimproving ihe communi-
cation environment. There
are many ways of doing
this bill none o fitwill mat-
ter withouta media literate
citizenry. The idea that
communication skills and
media literacy ought to be
introduced in secondary
education dales back lo the
1960’s at least in America
when Marshall McLulian
a Canadian philosopher
whose work is among the
comecrstones of the study
ofmedia theory, suggested
it. This was reiterated by
Editor-in-chief Washing-
ton Post. Marty Baron
In the book "Paradox of
Democracy,” by Zac Ger-
shbcrg and Scan Iling the
authors say. “Citizens are
surrounded by communi-
cation technologies and
bombarded with bullshit
from an early age; they
need tools to discern their
environment as they ma-
ture. In aconsumer world
rife with choices, every-
one must be their own in-
tellectual dcfensc-system
There’s no way around
this in a democratic soci-
ety: ultimate responsibility
falls to the people. Pub-
lic opinion is perpetually
vulnerable to hysteria and
mass manipulation front
opportunistic politicians,
from attention merchants,
from corporate media.
And now its subjcct to its
own self-induced misin-
formation.”

What the authors de-
duce is that democracy
is a paradox and lo be a
democratic citizen is to be
continually al the mercy
ofacommunication envi-
ronment full of Sophists,
swindlers and tools of
distortion. Gershbcrg and
Iling give a strong call
saying. “The citizenry will
have to save itselffrom the
<Hlckwho have abandoned
them and from populists
(read politicians) who
won't slop lying to them
and from the tech industry
which constantly surveils
them.”

Inexactly the same for-
mat arc hoardings of CM
Conrad Sangina al every
corner of the town that
assault oursenses with the
promise, "Best today, bet-
ter tomorrow,” and pho-
tographs of the CM along
the Shillong-Guwahati
highway with poor fann-
ing women who hardly
understand that they are
being photo-shopped for
big lime adverts. This is
what media technology is
all about and we are but
consumers of products

So. 2023 is an insur-
mountable challenge for
Meghalaya as it is for
other democracies

bage arc giving out a stench
in every nook and comer of
Jowai Town yet again. Re-
cently. the Jowai Municipal
Board had allotted plastic
tins and even scheduled the
days for the garbage pick-up
trucks to come. There was
even a segregation plan. At
first, the public could see
the plan coming into fruition
butitwas short-lived. There
is a lot of irregularity of
the garbage pick-up trucks,
besides their not abiding
by the schedule. Here, it is
safe to say that the public is
ready to follow instructions,
but the inconsistency of the
garbage trucks haw led to
another failure of segrega-
tion of garbage in each and
every household. Can the
Jowai Municipal Board up-
date the public with regards
to the segregation o fgarbage
in Jowai Town? As for the
two abandoned buildings
are concerned should not
the concerned authorities
take swift action for their
maintenance?
Yours etc
0. Laloo,
Mynthong. Jowai

Articles and tellers
appearing on this page are
the views of ihe writers/
authors and not that of
The Shitlong Times
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Modi’s outreach to Muslims
and Dalits has many faultlines

BJP leadership’s
target of 400 seats in
2024 polls a daydream
By Sttshil Kittty

The problem with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
that Ik thinks and dreams
elections, only elections.
Winning elections. And
setting electoral records!
Not that setting a record
in elections has helped
the people who voted the
BJP. or helped those who
did not vote the BJP. Like
the Muslims o f India, both
'Pasmanda’ as well the
‘Ashrafi’

To benin with, neither
Muslim group trusted Modi
Very few Muslims gave
away the r votes to Modi's
party, the trust deficit going
back to 2002. when Gujarat
Chief Minister Narendra
Modi die not do his *Ra-
jdharma’ not differentiate
or discriminate between
*subjects

ChiefMinister Narendra
Modi allegedly fell shortof
the ideal. Come 2014 and

Chief Minister Narendra
Modi became Prime Min-
ister Na*endra Modi on
the strength of 31 percent
of the Hindus voting for
the BJP. Modi knew who
stood by him. and who to
stand with

In 2014. the Muslim,
Pasmandi or Ashrafi. nei-
ther mattered to the BJP so
longas the Hindu delivered
on their promise. Come
2019. and nearly 40 percent
of ihe 1l ndus voted BJP.
Modi goi a record-setting
majority 0f301 Lok Sabha
scats.

Now, 400 days to anoth-
er general election. Modi
has set the BJP the target o
400-plus Lok Sabha seats.
Not that400-plus will make
a difference to the people.
Whnt Modi can hope lo
achieve with a 400-plus
majority, he could have
achieved with a 300-plus
majority.

It is how he is going
to set the new record that
matters, “lie hat-trick! An-
other landslide in 2024. To
thatend. Modi has given a
“clarion tall" to BJP work-
ers to reach outto Muslims,
especially the Pasmanda
among them

The 'Pasmanda’ make
up 80-85 percent of the
Muslims of India. If even
half of ihem vole BJP.
Modi will get his all-time
electoral record. Modi has
asked BJP workers in all
parliamentary constitu-
encies tc reach across to
Muslims and ensure gov-
ernment welfare schemes
reach all Muslim house-
holds. bu not in“exchange
for votes™.

What’s that, "not in ex-
change for votes”? Fact
is. till the last round of
elections Modi was go-
ing around bragging that
his government's welfare
schemes were reaching 81
crore Indians of all castcs
and religions, wherever
elections were being held.

Now. with elections in
nine states in 2023. and the
all-India elections in 2024.
the ’labarthi” free rations
scheme has been extended
foranother full year for 81
crorc beneficiaries.

At the end of the day,
pure and simple bribery.
Proof that India has 81
crore poverty-stricken
households. Modi was
admitting to his govern-
ment’s failures. A cover-up
of electoral promises not
delivered, like two crorc
jobs, etcetera, etc.

M odi's blatant minority
appeasement, an accusation
that the BJP keeps hurling
atthe Congressall the time,
has crosscd all boundaries.
"Wc should be in front
of a church on Sunday...
Wec should reach out to
the Sikh community.” he
told the BJP workers at the
national executive. “Our

objective to build the Ram
temple in Ayodhya has
been achieved... Wc should
celebrate Ravidas Jayanti
and Valmiki Jayanti... We
should meet Pasmanda
Muslims, (the) Bohracom-
munity "

Thatcoversall the "mar-
ginalized” and “oppressed"
communities. Modi's out-
reach will include “Muslim
professionals and educated
Muslims®. Tell them of the
welfare work done for the
Muslims. Modi callcd it
‘Bharosc Ka Rishta’,

In the year when In-
dia has assumed the G20
presidency Modi wants no
communal tensions to spoil
the day for his government.
Fellow G20 heads of state
shouldn't take home stories
of communal disharmony
in Modi's ‘New India*.

The question boilsdown
to have the Muslims come
round to trusting Modi,
and the BJP? Modi's call to
reach out to the Pasmanda
Muslims comes on the
heels of RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat asking Muslims
to eschew any feelings of
“supremacy”. Arc Bhagwat
and Modi at war?

Modi's electoral com-
pulsions have tamed him
As part of the BJP's out-
reach to Pasmanda Mus-
lims, Modi has advised
BJP leaders and workers
not to anger the Muslim
community with "unnec-
essary remarks" on films.
Political punditsarc calling
Modi’s Muslim outreach
a "gamc-changer”, and a
masterstroke, vis a vis the
2024 general elections

The fact is. Modi is not
sure where the votes for the
BJPwilicomc from. Ile has
been reduced to playing his
last hand. Anti that happens
to be the "Muslim card”,
which was always the ace
inthe handsofihe "secular
parties”. Modi's "outreach”
to Muslims is perhaps the
last bluff! ftPASenhe)
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“The mass o fmen lead lives o fquiet
desperation. What is called resignation
Is confirmed desperation. *

Henrv David Thoreau
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OfPopulist Schemes
THE MDA Government must have the highest
numberofconsultants advising iton various the-
matic aspects o fgovernance that are intended to
make the government look good. Notably most
of the schemes that have spun out of the Me-
ghalaya Basin Management Agency (MBMA)
have political overtones. For instance schemes
like the Farmers Collectivization For Upscaling
Production and Marketing System (FOCUS) and
Promotion and Incubation of Market Driven En-
terprises (PRIME) arc aimed at scoring brownie
points for the MDA government. Hence the hur-
ried distribution ofcash in the months preceding
the announcement of elections. Going by their
names these schemes would involve a regimen
of training for the fanners and entrepreneurs
so that the cash they are doled out is not used
for something else other than what they are
intended for. Both FOCUS and PRIME require
critical skill sets. Were the fanners adequately
trained to work asa collcctivc and to form robust
and viable Farmers’ Producers Co— operatives
which usually revolve around some commonali-
ties such as the kind of crops they grow? This
involves a let of cooperation and mutual tnist.
It is a time-consuming activity requiring long
term hand-holding. It is unsure if this exercise
has been undertaken and who is doing the hand-

holding.

As far as entrepreneurship is concerncd it
makes good economic sense for the state to pro-
mote it as an alternative to government employ-
ment which had reached saturation point some
two decades ago. For want of entrepreneurial
skills every second person in Meghalaya who
is not in government employment is a govern-
ment contractor. They include a good number
of leaders of pressure groups. A government
contractor is not an entrepreneur because he is
treading a known path and will be paid for his
work. The problem is with start-ups. Entrepre-
neurship is not a cakewalk. People attend busi-
ness schools, paying a considerable amount of
money to learn the skills involved in becoming
successful entrepreneurs. Besides, an entrepre-
neur issomeone who starts a business or a trade
putting his/her own money into the business. If
the business works well it's all good but there
is no guaran.ee that a start-up will necessarily
work. There could be downsides as so much
depends on market fluctuations. How does the
entrepreneur cover his/her losses then? In the
case of Meghalaya, the Government has been the
prime angel investor. Anangel investoror angel
funder is usually someone who has money to
spare ora high net-worth individual who backs a
start-up essentially because the funder sees some
potential in the start-up and also desires equity
in the company. The angel investment is mainly
to get the start-up off the ground. The question
is whether the PRIME or FOCUS scheme is
institutionalised. I1fnot the next government may
jettison it if only because it was a brainwave
of a rival government. Several individuals and
companies aie heavily invested in PRIME. What
will their future look like?

These questions demand answers!

Question
voters should
ask

Editor,

Election are buttons in a
representative democracy.
Itis through dcction that
we arc represented when
we cast our vetcs. Unless
we vote, no oik can make
decisions for us.Tliat is what
our Constitution guarantees
us. Itis a proud achievement
that we Indians represent
the largest democracy in the
world. And election in this
country has become no less
than a festival. Festivals tell
us something about faith
but also the unquestioning
adhercncc to the God of the
festival. And sc it seems is
our faith in democracy. The
truth is that we unqucstion-
ingly submit ojr rights so
(hat they be represented
through the representative
we choose. Should we do

that this time too?

It is election time, all are
in the mood but arc seeking
answers without the right
questions. Do wc as vot-
ers have questions that the
representatives wc arc about
to choosc need to answer as
intending candidates? Do we
count how many promises
were nude in the last elec-
tion and how many were
fulfilled? In most cases the
same rhetoric and promises
and projects arc repeated in a
different fashion. There isno
doubt that the manifesto that
a party brings out outlines
the objective o fthe party and
goals to be achieved but how
sincerely it materializes into
achievements is the larger
question. And thus comes
the need to frame questions
as an individual voter as a
sort o f ‘countcr- manifesto.*
And this is no rocket science.
These questions arc simple,
logical, reason- based and
with true ‘democratic spirit”
thatwill bring out the means

Importance of education in
electing a new government in 2023

Unofficial discussions
with different groups of
people, many social organi-
sations. etc. have made us
understand that not even a
single political party will
secure absolute majority in
the Assembly elections to be
held in our state in 2023 and
hence it is evident that an-
other coalition government
will be formed, and there is
a possibility that we may fall
into the same trap of getting
this same government which
has not performed in accor-
dance with our expectations
as we have experienced in
the last five years. It has
been repeatedly mentioned
by contributors in the earlier
letters to the editor of this
newspaper and other ver-
nacular papers as well that if
education is not kept as the
top priority in the affairs of
our state there will be no de-
velopment or upliftment and
well-being o four citizens. So
themanifestosofall political
parties in our ctatc needs to
be scrutinized toscc ifeduca-
tion is accorded top priority
and how that will be realised
on the ground

Making education a pri-
ority will definitely help in
uplifting us in all spheres of
human development. Citi-
zens will be able to access
their rights to health, educa-
tion and social and politi-
cal rights as well. All these
points arc known to our
electorate before our state
was branded as the lowest
ranking state in educational
attainments in our country.
This time wc should uplift
education by electing a new,
suitable government judg-
ing from its objectives and
ideology as enshrined in the
manifestos. It is very im-
portant for us to understand
that the rise in unemploy-
ment rate are due mainly
to the non- availability of
the technical educational
institutions to provide human
resources and experts with
the technical know-how to
nin the organisations which
require scientific and techni-
cal skills of the employees
fortheir operations. Itis also
due to the inability of our
cabinet ministers to foresee
the importance ofsuch skill
building in order to reduce
the unemployment rate to a
negligible value that wc arc
lagging behind. Hcnce the
nextgovernment hasto make
this aspect a priority.

1111 date, setting up of
the tourism industry which
is expected to do well in
Meghalaya sincc it has the
potential to do so had been
left virtually untouched with
no government/private party
coming forward to invest
Contributing to this is the
inability of the electel
resentatives wi>o havejoined
together to form the govern-
ment without any profes-
sional ideas or knowledge
of governance. We need to
educate the masses that we
need to clcct a set of MLAs
with a professional outlook
as desired by the current
circumstances. Enough of
businessmen.

What we can do now is lo
convince the political parties
to start afresh with all their
thinking focuvicd on true
sense of development by

as to how the ‘to b repre-
sentatives will cany out the
promises and assurances
they make during the elec-
tion campaign or the goals
in the party manifesto. This
question as countcr-mani-
festo may be based on the
simple *Interrogation’ les-
sons from our high  school
grammar like who, where,
what, why. how - and aimed
at four broad pillars that
govern our daily life ic
Social. Political, Economic
And Socio- religious. Let’s
sec how these question may
be individually framed
WHO?

This should tell uswhowe
arc to choosc. It should also
reveal some finer aspects of
his personal character like
educational qualification,
awareness on contemporary
issues in the world, nation
and region that concern the
society on all the above four
pillars ctc. Individual voters
may look for ‘deeper truths'<
criminal background, cor-

By Louis Pyngrope

starting with tlic inclusion o
education policy and reforms
as the first priority o tltc next
government, in theirelection
manifestos with a promise
that the acticn to be taken
will be in accordance with
what is committed in the
manifestos. Wc have seen
in the recent past the perfor-
mance ofall political parties
ruling in the sate. They may
be national parties, regional
parties, or tuing coalitions
but they arc not concerned
about the upSftmeni of the
state in terms of education
and other developments.
None of the governments
in the past ha.c ever valued

It is high time for us to
understand that the existing
representatives arc useless
and need to be uprooted from
their constituencies if they
dare to contest the legislative
assembly elections. 2023
But becauscour MLAs know
hpow short our memories are
they fool us to clcct the same
personsagain and again. Asa
result we have faced several
conscquencs e.g. the inter-
state border issue where our
elected MLAsand ministers
have accepted the give and
take policy even when they
know that our state will be
the loser as wc have never
cncroached on even a very'

“Till dale, .setting up o fthe tourism industry which

is expectedio do well in Meghalaya since it has the

potential todo so had been left virtually untouched
with no government/private party comingforward

tninvest Crtntrihnting tr>this /« the inability nfthp
elected representatives who haw joined together
toform thegovernment without any ptvfessional

ideas or knowledge o fgovernance. ™

whatever was committed in
the manifesto*.

It is time for us to un-
derstand how wc have been
short-changctl by past gov-
ernments anti not clcct the
same candidates who didn't
perform as cxpccted o fthem,
in the next Assembly elec-
tion. This will be a good

small portion of land be-
fonging to other neighbour-
ing states or country. Alas
the MDA Government has
signed the MOU with Assam
recently in the the first phase
ofsettlement of the six arcas
of disputes between the two
states. The cabinet ministers
of Assam understood fully

ly results in the backward
ness inalmost all spheres of
human existeikC.
Asofnow.wcarc second
front the bottom in terms of
performance in education as
per the recent publication of
PGI (Performance Guiding
Index). Government of In-
dia. With more

(S1X)

Is India
imploding?

By Barnes Manrie

India is famously known
for her policy of “Unity in
diversity.” For that mat-
ter. our country is truly
a land of great diversity.
We have been living in a

of the Niti Aayog, we will
sec that we have gone down
even more in all spheres of
development. Now we need
to wake up from our deep
slumber! Recently, it was
published that our state is
again at the bottom with ref-
erence to cleanliness, which
is highly unacceptable. But
still there was little reaction
from any of us. All of these
arise from the non- inclusion
ofeducation on priority basis
in the affairs of our state.

If all the actions of the
government arc unchecked,
development will be stalled.
Reforms need to be intro-
duced in theschool curricula
right from the primary level.
Healthy life styles need to
be incorporated in the school
curriculum right from pri-
mary and upper primary
level. A cash-free election
environment Ihat is needs
to be inculcated right from
the school level and strict
measures be implemented
to prevent cash and other
freebie distribution. Only
then will be have legislators
who will legislate laws that
are good for our people.

bout the evilsof

lesson to our i
so that in the near future
they Icam anti improve their
legislation skills if at all
they want to continue their
profession as the Members
of Legislative Assembly. It
is time for usto say enough
is enough, and now. we arc
wiser and utdcrstand the
mis-govemance o fthe MDA
government and we arc de-
termined to straighten what-

well the inferior-
ity of our ministers so they
took advantage by laying
down terms and conditions
on the committees of both
state governments which
were acccpted gracefully by
our Chief Minister with no
interest to protect the lands of
the peoples o four state. This
short memory ofour people
has contributed to the dar-
ing attitude of our ministers

“This time we need to vote on the basis
o fthe personality and integrity o fthe
candidate and the ideology u fthe parly
supporting him/her as enshrined and
committed in the manifestos o fthe respective
political parties with emphasis on the inclusion

o feducation on priority basis.

ever lies ahcal ofus.

It is csscriial for us lo
learn the general method
of electing representatives
and ruling political paties
as adopted by the advanced
civilisations in the world.
This time we need to vote
on the basis of the person-
ality and integrity of the
candidate and the ideology
of the party supporting him"
heras enshrinedand commit-
ted in the manifestos of the
respective political parties
with cmphasii on the inclu-
sion of education on priority
basis. A political party that
is committed to this agenda
only should tc allowed to
form the government in the
near future. This is an op-
portunity for us to penalise
our past representatives who
have not delivered and elect
nnew representative to form
a new govem-nent.

ruption charges ctc.) about
the person she / he would
like lo vote through this
question of ‘Alto’

WHEN?

As we all arc aware,
a person gets elected for
five years. By raising this
‘when' an irdividual voter
should be able to know the
“timeline” within which the
promises andassuranccs will
be delivered

WHAT?

The question of ‘what’
should make an individual
voter know the economic
promises that are made.
These actually arc public
goods that form part of our
rights.  Such goods include
roads, cducaiion. sanitation,
electricity, health, social se-
curity ctc. A .otcr should be
very keenly observing such
economic promises else they
mostly end up as rhetorics.

HOw?

Among the questions,
*how” is the means through
which  the promises will be

of this government to take
decisions at random without
thinking of future consc-
quences. thereby making
our people the scapcgoats
But our people have become
wiser now and | strongly
believe they will rejig their
memories and remember to
vote wisely in the Assembly
elections. 2023.

Whatever had happened
in our state during the last
50*- years is totally our fault
as wc have not held the
present and past government
accountable for their poor
governance and their lack of
attention to education. With-
out education people cannot
beinformedand awareabout
their rights. Hence wc also
lag behind in social aware-
ness. health, economics,
agriculture, tourism, envi-
ronment, mining; policies and
reforms, ctc. which ultimate-

achieved and delivered. As
we arc familiar Ihat the *lo
be' representatives promise
everything on paper or in
the words they utter but
they hardly ever tell the vot-
ers how the promises will
delivered. Delivery needs
mobilization of resources
and creation of capital - eco-
nomic. social and political
The individual needs to be
extra vigilant in how the
resources will be distributed
to achicve the promises and
assurances made during the
campaign.
WHY?

Why is from where this
whole creation can be con-
ceived and unlearned by a
human mind. So, by raising
this question an individual
votershould able to know the
motive and intent ofa ‘lobe’
representative such as ‘why
he want to represent us ‘and
why we submit our ‘rights*
to the state through him.

Under article 324 of the
Constitution, wc arc guaran-

drug addiction is an integral
part of cducaiion since a
good number ofadolescents
are addicted to drugs. Sex
education is also essential
for the students to acquire
at the high school level
Also knowledge of law is
essential at the high school
level. If students are armed
with adequate knowledge of
the law, itwill be difficult for
anybody or any organisation
to cheat or brainwash them
Undoubtedly, there isa need
to revamp the whole educa-
tion system in our slate with
provisions ol relonns to be
introduced so as to enable
our citizens to face new
challenges in their lives. Let
there be a complete change
in our perception of elec-
tions and put into action what
is nccessary to be done in
making education the main
factor contributing to the
progress of the citizens of
Meghalaya.

Further, with reference to
the killings of innocent vil-
lagers of .Vlukroh. | believe
that without strong action by
the Government of Megha-
layaagainst the forest guards
and Assam Police who were
responsible for the killings,
more such incidents will
occur in future. The partial
acceptance of the official
report o fthe judicial enquiry
headed by Justice Vaiphci
has led to serious doubts on
the reliability of the MDA
government

To sum up, all of these
arise from the fact that edu-
cation is not a priority in
Meghalaya.

(The writer is Retired
Associate Professor. Lady
Keane College. Shillong)

teed a free and fair dcction
by empowering the Election
Commission the power of
superintendence, direction
and control of elections
But unless we the voters
question, elections may be
*free and fair’ but an abstract
chain of “faith” tethers it to
an unquestioning mind. Also
who docs the people, in “Wc
titc People” in the preamble
of the Constitution stand
for. Sovereignty lies with
the people and election is
the first tool to realise that.
Frame your questions well
Let us question incisively
and with reasonableness
ours etc.,
Sanjccv Bisia
Student, M.A History.
Dimapur

Articles and letters
appearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shiltont; Times

anti multi-religious context
since times immemorial.
Wearc preud ofour unique
situation aad in fact. India is
amodel for the world when
it comes to co-existing in
diversity. Nobody can deny
that the factor that has fa-
voured such an ex istence is
the philosophy o ftolerance
ami non vblencc (ahimsa).
The credit for this goes to
the two great indigenous
religions :>four country,
Hinduism and Buddhism.
Both these great religions
teach non-violence and
tolerance. Buddhism as
well as Jainism (an off-
shoot of Hinduism) has
gone one step further by
advocating “non injury”
as their doctrine of faith. It

was also Ike resilience and
non-violent attitude of the
Hindus lhat has enabled
them to siand against ihe
violent aggression of the
Muslim caliphates between
the 13th anti 17th centuries.
There vveie terrible Mus-
lim rulers like Aurangzch
(165X-1707) who were ex-
tremely violent towards the
Hindus while on the olher
hand there were some be-
nevolent nilers like Babur.
AkbarandShah Jahan who

minority groups, namely,
the Muslimsand Christians
and a deliberate policy to
suffocate them, arc part
of a strategy to achieve
theiragenda. As the saying
goes “religion is thickcr
than blood.*" it is evident
that the attempt to attack
and suppress Muslims and
Christians is bound to lead
to violent reactions. Impo-
sition of Hindu religious
practiccs on non-Hindus is
being done with impunity,
Reliable sources tell me
that in one particular elite
central medical institution
here in our city. non-Hindu
students arc forced to at-
tend a Saraswati Puja and
to pay a certain amount
towards that. Those who
try to impose this, should
actually be brought to book
forattemptsat “ forced con-
version*"

India is so much con-
cemed about threats com-
ing from Pakistan and C'hi-

na (itis right lo do thatas a
sovereign nation), butat the
same lime the Government
is mindless of ihc silent
war that is brewing within
the country itself. With all
the intolerance and hostile
policies towards other reli-
gions. the BJP government
is only brewing dissatisfac-
tion and driving a wedge
ofdivision among Indians.
Today. Muslimsand Chris-
tians can no longer trust
their fellow Hindu brothers

“Today. Muslims and Christians can no
longer trust theirfellow Hindu brothers
and sisters as they used to. We seem to drift
further awayfrom each other. *

were highly influenced by
the Hindu philosophy of
non-violence and tolcr-
ance

Gone are the days when
all religions in India were
co-existing in pcacc side
by side. In reccnt years,
the ugly head of religious
intolerance has popped
up. In ihc past few days
and week* wc have wit-
nessed a bt of attacks on
churches and a disruption
of religious services in
Christian churches by the
Hindu fundamentalists
BJP ruled states have seen
the cnaclment of Ihc law
against foxed conversion
and in that pretext even
the chariiablc works of
the Christian missionaries
are being questioned and
halted. Wc have witnessed
how the likes of late Fr.
Stan Swamy. arc being
targeted by the laws for the
good Ihat they arc doing
on behalfof Ihc poor and
marginalized people

With the Lok Sabhaelec-
tions approaching in 2024,
the BJP seems bent on tak-
ing forward the Hindutva
issue. Much lo everyone's
guess the inauguration of
the Ayodhya Temple is go-
ing to be a major election
issue on which the BJP
will try to bank for votes.
Besides his, ihc all out
attempt to intimidate the

and sisters as they used to,
We seem lo drift further
away from each other. We
can no longer celebrate
our diversity because ihc
Hindu fundamentalists who
are in power, believe only
in an absurd uniformity
and so they are trying to
suppress other religious
groups and through- their
“ghar wapasi” programme
they are making every ef-
fort to make every Indian
a Hindu which is of course
a stupid ideology anti very
much against the spirit of
our Constitution. Whai wc
should be afraid of today is
ihe fact that our country is
imploding. G od forbid tliat
we do not witness a civil
war inany near future. The
enemiesarc with inourown
population. They are those
who try to sow the seeds
of division; those who arc
hell bent on destroying
our diversity: those who
deliberately try lo belittle
ihc secular nature of our
Constitution. It is time that
every right thinking Hindu
inour country raises his/her
voice against these aber-
rations and brings back a
secular government lo our
beloved country.

(The writer is Director.
Vendrame Institute o f Cul-
ture. Mawpdang. Viewsan®
personal. Email: barnes-
mawrie@gmail.com)
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Why does Nepal’s aviation industry have
safety issues? An expert explains

Yeti Airlines ATR 72-500
aircraft crashed in Pokhara
in ccniral Nepal on Janu-

regional aircraft with a capacity
between 44 and 78 passengers.
These aircraft are manufactured

ary 15 2023, killing at leasby6& joint venture of Airbus in

passengers on board. The aircraft
was cn route from Nepal's capital
Kathmandu to Pokhara, the coun-
try's second largest city, situated
under the picturesque Annapurna
mountain range.

W hile the picturesque land-
scape of the country appeals to
tourists, it poses significant chal-
lenges to aviation operators, who
need to embrace and navigate the
challenging environment

The air crash on Sunday was
Nepal's worst aviation disaster
since 1992. The country has been
working to overcome its chal-
lenges in aviation

A challenging landscape

Topography has gifted Nepal
with picturesque landscapes, but
posits unrivalled challenges to
flight operations.

Nepal, situated between India
and China, is home to eight of
the world's 14 highest moun-
tains. including Mount Everest
or Sagarm3th3 For flight opera-
tions, it's an almost unrivalled,
harsh environment with sudden
weather changes that can make
for hazardous conditions.

Airports built in mountain-
ous regions often need to have
shorter runways that can only
accommodate turboprop-powered
regional aircraft, rather than large
jet airliners that can acccss larger
cities in Nepal.

As aresult, aviation earners in
Nepal have a variety of aircraft
on their fleets These craft vary
in condition, presenting potential
safety hazards

The ATR 72 aircraft is one typi-
cal aircraft us:d by Nepali car-
riers. It is a turboprop-powered

France and Leonardo in Italy.

The aircraft involved in this
crash had been in service for 15
years, a fairly typical age for an
aircraft.

The final report on what hap-
pened to the tragic Yeti Airlines
flight will take over a month to
complete

A growing and
fast-changing industry

Nepal has welcomed private
investment into its aviation sector
sincc 1992. Yeti Airlines is one of
20 domestic carriers. The airline,
headquartered in Kathmandu,
flies to ten domestic destinations
using ATR 72-500 aircraft. In ad-
dition. 29 international airlines
operate into Nepal's capital too.

With air travel in Nepal be-
coming more acccssible and af-
fordable. airport infrastructure
development has remained far
behind compared to the growth
ofair traffic. This has resulted in
increasing congestion at airports,
fare competition between airlines,
and decreased safety records

In fact, the country has rc-
corded at least 350 casualties
associated with aeroplanes or
helicopters since 2000. which
has raised questions about the ef-
fectiveness of its aviation safety
regulations

The aviation regulator in chargc
is the Civil Aviation Authority of
Nepal, a government agency es-
tablished in 1998

W orking hard to Improve

Nepal became a member of the
UN’s International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) in 1960.
This membership obliges the

country to abide by international
conventions, ICAOQ’s regulations,
standards, and recommended
practices in aviation safety.

While Nepal's aviation indus-
try has made significant efforts to
improve safety, unfcrtunaicly the
safety record still doesn't match
up with the requirements of other
civil aviation authorities

In particular, tie European
Union banned all Nepali airlines
from operating in the bloc’s air-
space in 201 3 after ICAO raised a
red flag. That ban still hasn't been
lifted, and Nepal remains on the
EU Air Safety List.

Despite the tragic casualty
record, Nepal has s-.epped up its
efforts to improve aviation safety
The Civil Aviation Authority of
Nepal has been focusing on im-
proving safety in Nepali aviation

such as building improvements
at airports, upgrading safety
equipment, and fostering a posi-
tive safety culture by encouraging
hazard reporting.

Nepal's considerable improve-
ment in safety measures and com-
pliance with international stan-
dards was recognised by ICAO in
2018. However, the country must
continue work on its aviation
reform to make its skies safe for
everyone. (The Conversation)

Lukla: World's most dangerous airport

L

ukla Airport is located in Lukla of eastern Nepal, a small town at the foot of
Mount Everest. Lukla Airport in Nepal is ranked first among the top ten danger-
ous airports in the world, and is titled "Runway on the Roof of the World". The

airport is the only passage between Kathmandu and Lukla town, with 30 flights taking

off and landing here every
day. There is no doubt that
this is a very small and
busy airport. You might
wonder why the most dan-
gerous airport is so busy.
That's bccause the airport
of Lukla is the only gate-
way for travelers from
Nepal to Mount Everest.
Lukla Airport, also Ten-
zing-Hillary Airport, was
built in 1964 by Edmund
Hillary, the fir3t person
to summit Mount Everest.
Lukla Airport is nestled
among the mountains.
The airport is called

"the most dangerous airport in the world" because it sits on a mountainside at an al-
titude of 2,830 meters and its runway is a very short runway. The asphalt runway is
only 457 meters long and 20 meters wide, with 12 degrees slope from north to south.

Nothing wrong with re-examining
history, says William Dalrymple

By Sukant Dccpak

tressing that it is the job of
the historian to take note
of new research, historian
and author William Dalrymple
says there is nothing wrong with
re-examining history in light of
new evidence.

"It is a good thing that history
must be reexamined by every
successive generation: rclooked
at and rethought and discusscd
over again. | personally believe
that it is not atall a bad thing for
history to be boked at from the
ever-changing perspectives of
the present. Such discussion and
debate is entirely legitimate, but
it has to be firmly anchored in the
facts found in the primary sources
and not just be an expression of
political opinion, nationalistic
muscle-flexing. or religious or-
thodoxy

"Sadly, there is often a ten-
dency in this country to reduce
history to binaries: a world full
of great heroes and great vil-
lains. In reality, human beings
arc rarely black or white: wc arc
all different shades of gray.” he
tells IANS at tie 6th Kerala Lit-
erature Festival organised by the
DC Kizhakemuri Foundation. "It’s
the historian's job to research and
express those subtle nuances. In
history, nuance is everything."

Currently working on his next
book The Golden Road, the story
of Indian influence spreading out
over Asia - Buddhism going up to
China and Hinduism and Sanskrit
going down to South Hast Asia,
and India numbers and mathemat-
ics going West. Dalrymple. born
in Scotland wrcte his first book In

Xanadu: A Quest at the age of 22
and moved to Delhi in 1989

spending five years research-
ing his best-known The City of
Djinns: A Yearin Delhi, his other
bestselling works include From
the Holy Mountain: A Journey in
the Shadow o fByzantium. The /igc
ofKali. While Mughals. The Last
Mughal: The Fall ofa Dynasty.
Delhi INS7, Nine Lives: In Search
of the Sacred in Modern India,
The Return ofa King: The Battle
for Afghanistan and The Anarchy
The Fast India Company. Corpo-
rate Violence. and the Pillage of
an Empire

Stressing he chooses to write

history at this moncnt. though
he loved writing travelogues in
his twenties and could go back
to them one day, the author says
he has often considered writing a
sequel to his 2010 bestseller. Nine
Lives: In Search of:he Sacred in
Modern India

Also a photographer. Dalrym-
pic says that writing and photog-
raphy use different parts of the
brain: Photography is immediate
and about the instant moment,
while writing is slow, and consid-
ered and involves much editing,
rewriting, and rethinking

“They both give me differ-
ent pleasures. | am also doing a

podcast titled "Empire’ with Anita
Anand. It's been a surprising hit
since it started in August and
there arc now a million downloads
a month. Earlier, it was just Brit-
ish. US. and Australian audiences,
but now it is doing really well in
India too."

The author, who has also col-
laborated with singer-composer
Vidya Shah for litcrary-musical
acts (The Last Mughal and the
White Mughals) feels it is inter-
esting to divide his time between
different forms of creativity and
believes the variety keeps him
fresh and engaged, always wres-
tling with new challenges: "W hile
my main calling is history. | am
also a photographer and have been
a travel writer, a foreign cor-
respondent, a festival organiser,
and a podcaster. Next year, | am
taking up a visiting fellowship at
All Souls College. Oxford. If you
keep yourself fresh and interested
you're more likely to keep your
audience engaged.”

In his research process, the
best part is visiting the places
where the events he will write
about took place.

"It is more like a holiday

going to the ruins and the
temples and the battlefields. Yes,
the archives are a slog. But the
hardest bit is writing... putting
pen to paper. The first two-three
months arc especially tough but
then you sec the pile of paper
building, and the writing improv-
ing through succcssive drafts and
that feels very satisfying. It is
exactly because of that difficulty
that finishing a book is such a
uniquely satisfying moment.” he
concludes. (IANS)

Jaipur lit fest returns to
Pink City after a break

he 16th edition of Jaipur

Literature Festival has re-
turned to Pink City after a year
ushering in a festive feel as it
brings along 350 speakers from
across the globe associated with
literature, music, art aid film
from across the world

This unique festival shall
continue from January 19 to 23
at Hotel Clarks Amer in Jaipur

The inaugural ccreniony on
Thursday was addressed by No-
bel Laureate Abdulrazak Gumah
in Front Lawn. The theme for
this year is 'Utsav* celebrating
the colours of Rajasthan and dis-
playing bright colours. Indian
weddings make statcmeats with
its vibrant colours, extravagant
celebrations, resonating music
and sharing the happiness of a
new start.

With its dccor. Jaipur Litera-
ture Festival 2023 tried to rep-
licatc the same joy for tie audi-
ence which they take away from
an Indian traditional celebra-
tion. The entire decor and theme
for this year is an amalgamation
of Indian cultural heritage and
its vibrant nature

Producer of Jaipur Lieraturc
Festival, Sanjoy Roy, said that
this time the festival is being
organised on the green concept
in which no card is required
People will be able to attend
the festival by just showing
their barcodc after online reg-
istration.

Oncc they enter, they shall
get to sec colourful cultural
programmes along with con-
templation and brainstorming
issues related to literature, art
and music

Some of the key scss ons in-
clude The Essential Abdulrazak

Gumah in which Nobel Prize
winner Abdulrazak Gurnah will
be in conversation with British
publishing legend Alexandra
Pringle. Gurnah fled Zanzibar
as a teenager following the
Revolution of 1964. His striking
and formidable works include
Memory ofDeparture. Pilgrims
Hay, Dottie. Paradise. By the
Sea. Desertion, and his most
rccent. Afterlives, which exam-
ines the German eolonial force
in East Africa and the lives of
Tanganyikans  as they, work,
grieve and love i the darken-
ing shadow of war.

The other sessions include
Seven Moons of Maali Almeida
in which Shehan Karunatilaka
will be in conversation with
Nandini Nair, Sustaining De-
mocracy; Nurturing Democracy
in which Shashi Tharoor will be
in conversation with Tripurda-
man Singh

Overall. 350 speakers will
participate in the festival. A
total of 21 Indian and 14 inter-
national languages will be pre-
sented in the 16th edition of the
festival. Speakers and panellists
includc last year's International
Booker Prize winner for Tomb
ofSand Gitanjali Shrce, Gulzar
with Booker winner Bernardin
Evaristo, Pandit Hariprasad
Chaurasia, Shobhaa De. Shabana
Azmi. Javed Akhtar. Shashi
Tharoor, Aanchal Malhotra,
Amish Tripathi.

Well-known faces like Sudha
Murthy. Ashwin Sanghi. film-
maker Onir, Nobel Laureate
Abdulrazak Gurnah and former
Special Director of the Indian
Intelligence Bureau Amarjit
Singh Dulat will also mark their
presence in the event. (IANS)
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Is itthe Year of the Rabbit or the Year of the CatP

n January 22, 2023, more than a billion
people globally will welcome the Year of
ihe Rabbit or the Year of Cat. depending
on which cultural traditions they follow

start of the Lunar New Year. In the New York City

public school district. Lunar New Year has been

observed as a s;hool holiday since 2015.

The Lunar New Year is sometimes callcd the Chi-
nese New Year, because it follows a calendar that
was developed m China; but it is also celebrated in
various parts of Asia, such as Korea and Vietnam.
Tibetan and Mongolian cultures follow a similar
calendar that will start the Year of the Rabbit about
a month later, cn Feb. 20

While this calendar is sometimes just called
slunar,” it adds an extra month every few years
to stay in sync with the solar cycle, so it’s techni-
cally lunar and solar, or lunisolar. This means that
the date of the Lunar New Year in the Gregorian
calendar changcs from year to year but always falls
in January or February. The Gregorian calendar is
the solar calendar used today in most parts of the
world, including the United States.

As a scholar of East Asian religions. | am fa-
miliar with the wide range of lunar and lunisolar
calendars used in different religions and cultures,
and especially with the religious significance of
the East Asian lunisolar calendar.

The lunisola* calendar that developed in China
combines two categories: 12 earthly branches, each
of which corresponds to an animal, and 10 heavenly
stems, each ofwhich corresponds to one of the five
elements fire, water, wood, metal and earth and
either the feminine yin or masculine yang force

While this lunisolar calendar brings people to-
gether. different countries and cultures have their
own legends and customs surrounding the New
Year. Even the animal associated with the year
can vary

Year of the Rabbit or Year of the Cat?

In most parts of East Asia, the new year that
begins on Jan. 22 corresponds to the rabbit, and
also to the element of water and the feminine yin
force. The cycic takes 60 years to complete, so 60th
birthdays across East Asia are times for special
celebrations.

However, the animal associations of the zodiac
can vary: In Vietnam.Jan. 22 will usher in the Year
of the Cat instead. The most recent Year of the Cat,
in 2011, saw a baby boom in Vietnam because ofthc
good luck associated with that zodiac sign

One explanation among scholars for why Viet-
namese culture celebrates it as the Year of the Cat
is that the earthly branch corresponding to "rabbit”
is pronounced mao in Mandarin and mco in Viet-
namese, which sounds similar to the Vietnamese
word for “cat.”

Another explanation comes from two variations
ofa popular legend about how the 12 zodiac animals
were chosen. According to that legend, either the
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By Pt. Ajai Bhambi
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Buddha or the Jade Emperor, head of the Chinese
pantheon, organized a race across a river to choose
the zodiac animals and their order

In the Chinese version, the cat and rat were riding
across a river on an ox when the rat. in its drive to
be first, pushed the cat into the water so that the cat
arrived last and was disqualified. The rabbit was
crossing the river by hopping on stones sticking
out of the water, but with one lucky leap it landed
on a floating log that swiftly carried it to shore,
so that the rabbit finished fourth. However, in the
Vietnamese version - which lacks a rabbit the cat
could swim and ended up arriving fourth.

Rabbits in Chinese culture

In the Chinese tradition, people born in par-
ticular zodiac years have some of their animal's
characteristics. Since the late 20th century, Chinese
regions have seen birth rates spike duiing Years of
the Dragon because dragons are powerful symbols
of good fortune and success

Some animals carry strongly gendered meanings:
the Year of the Tiger is widely seen asa good year
for male births, but female tigers arc stereotyped
as overly aggressive. In Korea, the Year of the
Horse is similarly perceived as a bad time for girls
to be born

Conversely, the Year of the Rabbit is seen as a
better year for girls because the rabbit's qualities
of kindness, empathy and patience arc stcreotypi-
cally feminine virtues. Moreover, rabbits have been
associated with male homosexuality since the 18th
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century, and the word "rabbit,” tuzi in Mandarin, is
aslur for male sex workers. The stigma surrounding
homosexuality in Chinese cultures means that, for
some people, having a boy in the Year of the Rab-
bit would be less ideal. However, some members
of Chinese LGBTQ+ communities are rejecting this
stigma by reclaiming the Rabbit God as a patron
deity

The Rabbit God is not always understood as a god
of male same-sex love. He can also be a symbol of
longevity. Chinese lore holds that a rabbit and toad
on the Moon work with the moon goddess Chang'c
to refine the elixir of immortality.

Celebrating Ihe Year of the Rabbit

The Yearof the Rabbit will feature rabbitdecora-
tions. rabbit-thcmcd marketing, and an abundance
of new pet rabbits. However, the celebration will
remain the same as in other years.

Chinese Lunar New Year celebrations emphasize
family togetherness as well as good luck and pros-
perity for the coming year. In China, the Lunar New
Year marks the world's largest annual human migra-
tion, as people who work in big cities travel home
to see their families for the two-week holiday.

The new year officially ushers in the spring,
so it is also called Spring Festival, or Chunjie in
Mandarin. To start the New Year on the right foot,
people get haircuts, clean their houses and wear
new clothes. These new clothes, like most New
Year's decorations, arc red. which symbolizes good
fortune.

New Year's foods also aim to bring good fortune
Among ihe dishes commonly eaten at New Year's
arc fish, because in Mandarin “having fish.” you
yu, is a homophone for “having a surplus.” Eat-
ing a dessert of glutinous rice balls in sweet soup,
known «s tangyuan, represents the family being
complete, because the word for round, yuan, also
means “‘complete.”

Family is the focus of New Year celebrations,
which traditionally take place in the home of the
husband's family. Adults generally give gifts of
money i red envelopes to younger relatives who
arc still in school. On the sccond or third day ofthe
new year, families often travel to the wife's family
home to sec the in-laws

The Lantern Festival, Yuanxiaojic, wraps up the
festivities two weeks after the New Year begins
with the first full moon of the year. As the name
suggests, people celebrate with decorated lanterns,
which or'ten have riddles attached.

In addition to guessing the answers to these
riddles, people celebrate by eating tangyuan or simi-
lar round dumplings called yuanxiao, and watching
dragon and lion dances

The g obal Asian diaspora means that Lunar New
Year is now celebrated around the world, including
in the Lnitcd States. Chinese American. Korean
American, and Vietnamese American communities
will mark the beginning of the Lunar New Year with
a variety of celebrations, some welcoming the Year
of the Rjbbit and others welcoming the Year of the
Cat. (The Conversation)

10 amazing facts about
Indian Railways

rowing up in India, almost everyone has
had the pleasure of travelling on a train al
least once in their lifetime. W hether it's the
scenic views of the forests, fields, lakes, seas, or
mountains, there's plenty lo witness for a commuter
travelling via Indian Railways. The Indian Railway
transport system is truly historic and fascinating in
all its aspects and ahead of the joyous occasion of
National Tourism Day, Dincsh Kumar Kotha, Co-
founder and CEO of C'onfirmtkt shares ten amazing
facts about it that you probably might not know

A Rich 169-Year-Old Heritage: India has a very
rich heritage when it comes to its railway network
and how it came into existence. The inception of
Indian Railways took place long back on April 16,
1853. when its first passenger train covered the
distance of 34 kilometres between Mumbai's Bori
Bandar to Thane. The train, which had around 30
wagons, was operated by

three locomotives named

sahib. Sultan, and. Sindh.

World's Highest Railway

Bridge: India holds the
world's highest railway
bridge called the Chen-

ab Rail Bridge in Dharot.
Jammu, and Kashmir. It is

a steel and concrete arch

bridge over the Chcnab

river, which connects the

Bakkal and Kauri in the

Reasi district of Jammu and

Kashmir. The bridge, which rests at an elevation of
1178 feet from the river, was fully completed and
was inaugurated in August 2022.

World's Longest Platform: India also possesses
the world's longest platform at the Gorakhpur Rail-
way Station in its northern Uttar Pradesh state. The
platform measures around 1.366 metres in length,
however, it is reported that the title will soon be
transferred to Hubli Junction Railway Station in
Karnataka, with the platform estimated to be 1,505
metres in length

UNESCO World Heritage Sites: One thing that
may surprise you is that Indian Railways actually
owns four UNESCO-recognised world heritage
sites, and it may have two more in the future. Cur-
rently, it possesses Darjeeling Himalayan Railway,
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, Mumbai. Nilgiri
Mountain Railway, and Kalka Shimla Railway.
The two new UNESCO Heritage sites that could
e in thet fullin', diro K:nom Vallry Railway
and Mathcran Light Railway

The Diamond Crossing In Nagpur: One of the

spectactlar sights in India is the Diamond Crossing
in Nagpur. Maharashtra. Named by Indian Rail-
ways itself, the Diamond Crossing has two railway
tracks, going towards North-South, and another two
lines, gcing towards East-W est, that end up making
a square-like Diamond shape

India's Oldest & Majestic L.ocomotive: The Indian
Railways still have a fully functional locomotive
called the Fairy Queen. The majestic locomotive,
which works with a steam engine, runs as a tourist
train between Delhi to Alwar. Built-in 1885, the
train retired back in 1909, before being relaunched
in 1997, and presently travels at a speed of 40km/
hour.

Luxun Train Rides: India is a country that prides

itself due to its traditions and rich heritage. The

fact translates to its trains as well, with the Indian
railways having some really
luxury trains. The railways
own 5 super-luxurv royal
trains like the Royal Rajas-
than on W heels, The Golden
Chariot, The Maharajas’ Ex-
press, The Deccan Odyssey,
and Palace on Wheels. The
tariff of sonic of these trains
doesn't come cheap at all

The Longest & Shortest

Train Ride In India: The

longest train ride in India

is from Kanyakumari to Di-
brugarh with Vivck Express, which covers around
4.189 kilometres. There are around 56 stops along
the way with the total duration of the ride being
82 hour> and 30 minutes. On the other hand, the
shortest train ride is a mere 3-kilomctre train ride
from Nagpur to Ajni.

The Story Behind The Mascot Of Indian Rail-
ways: Did you know that animals like elephants
were actually used to position the rail cartridges
at the time the rail tracks were being laid? It is no
coincidence that the official mascot for Indian Rail-
ways is an elephant. Named Bholu, the mascot is a
jovial white elephant dressed as a railway guard

India's Longest Rail Tunnel: India's longest tun-
nel, estimated to be 11.25 kilometres in length,
is loeated in the PirPranjal range of the middle
Himalayas in Jammu Kashmir. The tunnel is part
of the Jammu- Baramulla railway line and is one
spectacular engineering marvel that needs to be
< mil (A hislife)

(.Xution-jl Tourism Day is celebrated annually on
January 25)
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“The real and lasting victories are
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Pakistan as paradox
YEARS ago. Pakistan was rightly defined by
author Chrislophe Jaffrclot as a paradox. Pro-
claimed as mi Islamic Republic in 1956, some
10 years after it won Independence alongside
India. Pakistan is in turmoil. Its economy has
collapsed, social tensions have heightened and
its future remains unpredictable. Its collapse,
sooner or later, is a strong possibility with
grave implications to India and others in the
neighbourhood. Jaffrclot had linked the cause
ofreigning instability in Pakistan to three con-
tradictions - the “tension between the unitary
identity ofstetc versus ethnic identity ofregions,

the complex relationship between civilian poli

cians and military institutions, and the role of
Islam in the governance of Pakistan.”

Punjabis, Sindhis, Pashtuns and Muhajirs
are among the prominent ethno-linguist groups
there. Punjabis like the Sharifs and Sindhis like
the Bhuttos ran Pakistan in iterations while the
military the other times either directly or from
behind. The Muhajirs, comprising largely of
immigrants from India and the Pashtuns whose
ancestry is linked to Afghanistan arc largely
sidelined. Ths conflict of interests between these
segments causes the main social wedge even as
all these arc die-hard Muslims. The Sunni-Shia
conflict is another cause of strain. Add to this
the huge coriuption at the political and military
levels and the loot being clandestinely shipped
abroad fordecades. This was similar to what was
witnessed in India during the UPA periods. The
Modi government has sought to apply brakes to
it. In the free-for-all. with the military constantly
undercutting democracy and the governments
tottering and failing to complete their terms
and ousted by machinations, the hapless nation
is at the edge of a precipice. A part of Pakistan
close to Afghanistan is irrevocably under the
full control of terrorists. Separatist movements
are gaining steam in Gilgit Baltistan and Bal-
ochistan while, curiously, strong pro-India senti-
ments are evident in the ‘Azad Kashmir’region.
Islamabad blaming India for encouraging such
tendencies evokes guffaws of laughter.

Faced with extreme odds. Pakistan has slowed
down its play of mischiefon the Indian side of
Kashmir —after strong steps by the Modi gov-
ernment like the abrogation of Article 370 end-
ing the special status forJammu and Kashmir in
August, 2019. The surgical strikes followed by
the zooming in of 1AF jets into Pakistan close
to the military headquarters in Rawalpindi in
February 2019 - afterthe Pulwama terror attack
—not only silenced but also shamed Pakistan's
military brass. The tone and tenorofprime min-
ister Shehbay Sharif’s urgings to the UAE rulers
during his visit there as also to Saudi Arabia
seeking emergency financial support arc proof

of Pakistan's sad plight.

9
Roads to
a better

tomorrow

Editor.

The health of Shillong
town is deteriorating day by
day and the cver-increasing
numbcrofvchicks being one
of the main causcs. Firstly,
what makes the government
continue to allo.v more and
more vehicles oi the roads?
The same narrow roads have
existed forages: hardly a few
ofthem have been widened.
Thestillingjams, the regular
sights in the city are also the
prime cause of the slow pace
of economic development.
Moreover, how could we
cxpect efficiency from this
sluggish traffic?

We can draw an analogy
between the network o froad
communicationand our food
pipe oralimentary canal. Wc
must eat the “right amount”
offood every day. What will
happen if we cai indiscrimi-
nately and excessively? Wc
will have indigestion and
vomiting. This way, if wc
continue consuming heavy
food for a longer period, wc
will develop dyspepsia and
ulcer, aficcting our overall
health

Almost the same thing
is happening wth Shillong
town. It is literally suffer-
ing from traffic gastritis,
including smoke pollution.
It is not that people arc not
raising this concern. People

have yelled and screamed
regularly. They have oficn
written letters to this daily
to draw the attention of the
government. But very sadly,
to no avail!

In the town, it is estimated
that about 60% of vehicles
arc parked at homes by their
owners. The heavy blockade's
that wc witness regularly
are due to 40% of the total
vehicles only. Just imagine
what the situation will be
with the traffic, in case all
people with vehicles hit the
roads at the same time on
some emergency. The traffic
will not move even an inch.
Despite knowing this fact,
people still chcrish their
dreams of buying swanky
cars and rushing to the motor
showroom!

How long will Shillong-
itcs have to suffer due to
traffic snarls? Come on, wake
up. At least now when the
election isat hand. Now only
can we set out our terms and
conditions with our aspirant
MLAs. Now only will they
intently listen to our griev-
ances. They need us today
more than we needed them
yesterday. Wc arc proud that
the MLAs arc walking up to
our drawing rooms, some
with largesse in hand. So. it
is the right time to strike a
bargain with them. Do not
be contentby merely takinga
sdfic. this will bea disservice
to the state!

So, let's come together
and put reasonable pressure
upon the respected leaders

Cleanliness and
Khasi-Pnar Society

Indigenous communities
arc by tradition hygienic.
They keep the surroundings
clean because they believe
that nature is sacred. But it
is rather heart-rending that
with time our hills which
were once green and clean
are gradually losing their
fameand shine. The reason is
we have mercilessly littered
our front yards and backyard,

By H H Mohrmen

do not have the waste prob-
lem wc have now. Broad
leaves which include "sla-
lamct” werc nscd for pack-
ing or wrapping different
foot! items. Sliced bamboo
“thri” was also a common
item used to tie items people
bought from the market.
Sliced used

and garbage
in our villages, towns, and
cities. It is rather unbecom-
ing for indigenous people to
mistreat Mother Nature by
littering all over the place.
The most important reason
for this changc of heart and
change of mind amongst the
tribal people is because they
have distanced themselves
from nature and wc have
forgotten our culture and
tradition.

People were able to main-
tain cleanliness in the past
because they lived a simple
life that is also elose to na-
ture. Ihe traditional way
of life of the indigenous
involves generating very
less waste. Even the waste
produced is biodegradable
and has no negative impact
on nature. Non-perishable
waste as wc know it today
like plastics originated very
reccntly. Forty or fifty years
ago. almost all the waste
generatedwas biodegradable,
buteverything changed oncc
plastic came into the picture.
Ihe main factor that contrib-
uted to having dirty villages
and towns is the lack of civic
sense as people arc careless
and they dump their waste
anywhere

Kitchen garden and

natural composting

In the past, it was a tradi-
tion that every house in the
village also had a kitchen gar-
den. Farmers not only plant
many fruits and vegetables
in the garden, but they also
have a composting unit in the
garden. Garden has a natural
composting unit that helps
convert waste to compostand
at the same time helps people
do away with their waste.
This ancicnt natural compost-
ing unit has been practiced
by our ancestors sincc time
immemorial. This simple
act was the main reason why
communities were able to
keep their villages clean in
the past, also becausc the
waste that people generated
was mostly biodegradable.
The other reason is also that
in the past people did notgen-
erate as much waste as they
do now for many reasons

Environment-friendly

packaging

In the past packaging was
only done by using sus-
tainable wrappers which
decomposed easily so we

to include the traffic issues
in their respective election
manifestos. Come what may.
there should be a permanent
solution. What is most impor-
tant is that the government
should immediately stop
granting fresh permits for
new vehicles for at least ten
years. The widening of roads
and construction of over-
bridges /ropeways — wher-
ever viable: and compulsory
use ofschool buses arc a few
other points to be included
in the public demand list.
This is a sane demand, not
exploitation.

Indeed, smooth road com-
munication only makes way
for swift economic growth.
This will also give a boos!
lo tourism, creating more
employment opportunities.
Moreover, arc these not all
that the aspirant leaders are
promising us now? Then
why the hesitation? This
bargain is for the state; this
bargain is in the larger inter-
est of the public. Each vote
should be for the “sunshine
ofdevelopment”, notjust for
ablanket.

Yours etc..
salil Gewali.
Shillong

Meghalaya

Voters: Lessons

from History

Editor,

Democratic principlesand
values arc under threat with

to canry meat like pork and
beeffrom the market. Wcarc
also fortunate that “Sla lamct
and bamboo arc easily avail-
able and the wo plants are
so versatile that they can be
planted and used for making
different item*.

People then used big bas-
kets like "slang, kriah or
Khoh" to carry the commodi-
ties that they bought from
the market. Kriah. shang and
khoh were tic main items
that people used to carry
their commodities from one

the waste problem
Our food habits
have changed

People were able to main-
tain cleanliness in the past
because they only ate fresh
foods and not packed food.
Fresh foods which arc pro-
duced locally do not have
to be packed as products
that arc brought from distant
placcs. Foods that arc being
transported from far away,
need to be packed carefully,
and using iocally-produccd
food docs not have to be
packed. This minimizes the
generation of waste which
has become a major prob-
lem nowadays. The waste
problem is bccause of our
eating habits and most of
the waste generated was
from foils, sweet wrappers,
and chips packcts. With the
waste that we generate, wc

Forty orfifty years ago, almost all the
waste generated was biodegradable, but
everything changed once plastic came
into thepicture. The mainfactor that
contributed to having dirty villages and
towns is the lack of civic sense as people
are careless and they dump their waste
anywhere.

place to another. There was
a special basket that was
used for putting eggs that
were specially made, so that
eggs do not break when they
arc carried frem one place to
another. The other common
item that people used to cany
commodities from the mar-
kets is "pla Tiw/muna jun"
which is mad: of cloth. All
these items used then were
made from biodegradable
products which did not cre-
ate waste. No.v wc pack ev-
erything in plastics and foils
and other non-biodcgradablc
items which will end up in
the bin and cenlributc to the
mounting of garbage in the
landfills.

Biodegradable utensils

The other factor which
helps in making the place
clean is also becausc of the
kind of utensils people use
those days. Apart from bas-
kets, the other utensils that
people used were made from
natural items like bamboo,
wood, and stencs which arc
also easily dcgradablc. For
grinding, people used stones
and wood which arc bio-
degradable. Much of the
utensils that people used
then were made from bio-
degradable products. Now
for the sake of conv enience,
we switch to plastic utensils
which are the main cause of

today's gencraiion o funmind-
ful voters, heavily into free-
bies before the model code
of conduct (MCC) stepped
in. A glimpse into the past
48 years, especially the last
4 years would help voters a
great deal in exercising their
franchise wisdy so that they
don't cry over spilt milk. In
1975, President Fakhniddin
Ali Ahmed empowered by
Articic 352 or’the Constitu-
tion of India declared emer-
gency from lunc 25 June
1975 to March 21,1977

The consequence was
that the Congress Patty lost
in the next elections but In-
dira repented to come back
lo power with a thumping
majority in 1980.

\xiters 0 fV.cghalaya have
witnessed the drama on coal
mining sincc 2014 when the
NGT banned mining and
transport of <oal though it
was too little too late. The
MDA govt 0f2019 declared
32 lakh metric tonnes of
coal having already been
mined sincc 2014. baffling
the scientists and technocrats
on weights and measures
of what is a tall claim of
coal barons from Jaintia
Hills. West Khasi Hills and
Garo Hills! Noone read be-
tween the lin<s that with 32
lakh tonnes of coal declared
already mined, the higher
cchelons in tie MDA could
continue to transport coal
until 1-cbruary 27 2023.

The Ksan mines. Krem
lulc und Shulluns; saw the
death of poor miners. Two

litter our surroundings. The
solution to the problem is
to cat local food which docs
not need extra wrapping and
minimi/e the generation of
plastic waste in the state. O
course, it is healthy too.
The throwaway/disposable
orsingle-use culture
The major contributor
to the waste problem that
the world is facing now arc
the disposable cups, plates,
cutleries, or single-use items
promoted by the service pro-
viders. These items which wc
so proudly call throwaway
utensils are not only a waste
of resources, but the problem
is. they also contribute to the
acute waste problem. The
throwaway or disposable
eulture which was of a very
recent origin has contributed
to the waste tint we dump in
the garbage bin which later
ends up in the landfill. The
disposable items arc used
for convenience's sake and
maybe to somehow cut the
costso there's noneed to en-
gage dishwashers anymore.
But this has bccome very
costly for the future genera-
tion because, in the long run.
it is them who have to deal
with these single-use items
that end up in landfill
Mind my backyard
The tendency amongst
people now is to mind their

activists were thrashed at
Wapung Skur in 2018 No-
vembereven while the MDA
Govt refused CBI enquiry
into the matter. The incessant
pounding of the 12 and 16
wheeled tracks have tortured
the poor Bailey Bridge of
Dwarksuid till it snapped into
two. Sadly, no one questioned
the National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAT)on
how the three bridges front
Dwarksuid to NEIGHRIMS
bifurcation were executed
by them, while leaving the
Bailey bridge to the mercy of
a private contractor. IsNHAI

backyard only. It is a com-
mon sight to see beautiful
and clean houses in the lo-
cality. but the street of the
same locality s littered with
waste. We do not care how
the streets and lanes of the
village and the towns are. as
long as the surroundings of
our houses arc clean. Some
people make so much effort
to clean their houses and then
dump the waste they collect
from their houses on the street
sometimes in front of their
own houses. Not only arc the
streets littered but, they even
turned their streams and riv-
ers into dumping placcs. It is
indeed ironic that the commu-
nity that not only calls nature
their mother but even held
rivers in high esteem is turn-
ing their rivers into a garbage
dumpingarea. This is the kind
of mindset that we have now
becausc wc have lost touch
with nature and are discon-
nected from our roots.
The common good

The Khasi Pnar people
have this saying which goes,
“Ka bhalang ka imlang sahl-
ang" or "ka bha ka miat uba
bun balang,” which means
that the common good of
all is what the Hynrkw Trcp
people hold in high esteem
This is not only a statement
of beliefof the Hynflcw Trep
people but it is, in fact, the
philosophy that governs their
life and the way they live
their day-to-day lives. If one
looks around then one would
see that everything they do is
for the common good of all.
but sadly that has changed
now and people have become
selfish and think of their own
interests only. The need of
the hour is also to help in-
culcate in the mind of every
citifen and young people in
particular, the need to remind
ourselves of this important
tradition
Community cleaning drive

One may argue that the
communities today continue
with the tradition o f maintain-
ing our surroundings clean
by organizing cleanliness
drives now and then. This is
true to some extent and the
community in the form of a
dorbar shnong or other entity
organizes itself to ensure the
common good in the com-
munity. but the problem is the
lack o feonsistency. Localities
and villages may remain clean
fora few days, but then waste
starts to appear in the area.
To maintain cleanliness we
need to be consistent in our
efforts so that we can make
our villages and towns clcan
all year round. The only way
to make the state clcan again
is for the people to go back
to their roots and reconnect
with nature.

and right now it is the hottest
election issue in Khlichriat
areas. Land transfer not be-
ing properly enacted by the
Dallois and with the District
Council in league with the
coal mafia, things have just
gone haywire. Tlte ones who
suffer most as truckers who
before 2014 had to pay road
tax. pollution test to MSPCB
ctal and have no option but to
force themselves in between
the trucks already identified
digitally to the enforcement
agencies till Jorabat where
the Meghalaya jurisdiction
ends.

will coal leav-

(SI1X)

Monopoly helps Google India
Earnings up by
Rs 64 bn a year

By Shivaji Sarkar

Internet giants arc having
fortunes in India for weak
anti-trust or monopoly laws,
Google aone repatriates
Rs 64 billion or $79 lakh
in 2021. la contrast Micro-
soft earned Rs 9475 crorc
The Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI) found

gives a company an advan-
tage and prevents benefits
that could have accrued to
other players. The CCI or-
der is a pointer to the need
of stricter implementation
of the law to safeguard the
interests of the users. It
wants Google to follow the
same set of I in

Google has a
anti-compctitive policy edg-
ing out others in competition
and slapped Rs 2274.2 crorc
penalties in two separate
cases. It moved the Supreme
Court, which refused stay on
one penalty payment of Rs
1337.76 crorc for abusing
tech giant's dominant posi-
tion in the Android system
and Play Sore policies. This
has raised aglimmer o f hope
against cl'ccking the mal-
practices of internet giants.

The \-(UhdogCCl's order
issued in October 2022, is
indication o fhow the country
is being bled by tcch giants
of billions or more every
year. It calls for a massive
overhaul of the competi-
tion. monojolistic. restrictive
trade praclices and related
laws. India as it liberalised
replaced the MRTPC Act
1969 with Competition Act
2002 and implemented it in
September2009.

Additional Solicitor
General N Vcnkatraman
and senior advocate Mu-
kul Rohatji. who appeared
for a private company, 0S
Labs Technology, told the
court that Google was dis-
criminating against a "third
world couitry” like India
The CCI's landmark order
swoops down on the internet
giant for virtually preventing
a competitive atmosphere or
hav ing monopolies for earn-
ing higher profits.

The European Commis-
sion in 2020 told Google
to pay Euro 8 billion for
anti-trust breaches in three
cases. In yet another case,
the EC found that Google’s
favouring of Google Shop-
ping had a negative impact
on consumers and innova-
tion. The Google has faced
many such cases against it.
including from the Microsoft
since 2009.1ndia is learning
from the EC rulings. The
US Justice Department’s
lawsuit, lik'd by the Tramp
administralion, alleged that
Google violated anti-trust
law in how it maintained
dominance in search engines
and advertising.

The CCI order is only
indicative of the losses that
the interne! giant’s activities
caused to the Indian users
of the search engines. The
practitioners find that it de-
nies them access to another
system and even discrimi-
nates agahst various other
players like Yahoo or other
non-Google mailing systems
even various

Indian market as directed
by European Commission
(EC) in July 180n a finding
ofdominance by Google in
the Android ecosystem

The company has faced
many complaints in the EC.
including Microsoft-backcd
PR firm. Infederation (Foun-
dem) sincc 2009. Since
2010, the European Union
has investigated several
antitrust complaints against
Google alleging abuses o fits
dominant position in breach
of the EU’s competition
laws - relating to Google
shopping, the Android oper-
ating system and to Google
AdScnsc.

The apps. according to
an online Google answer,
can rake in billions of dol-
lars cach year though it
claims that “majority of
apps don’t make any sort
of money at all”.Each year
Google earns Rs 64 billion
from India. In 2018, it had
the highest earnings of Rs
94 billion. In worldwide
operations. Google in 2016
earned S 19 billion - S 602
per second, or about S 3600
a minute. In 2021. it earned
$ 76 billion. The EC actions
are to check aggressive and
non-competitive practiccs
that may be paying it large
dividends.

Each time Google faces
such cases it seeks time for
implementation of orders.
It has done it in Europe and
the US as well. Its lawyer
Abhishek Manu Singhvi
sought 45 days from the Su-
preme Court to comply with
iis orders and to provide a
choice screen for customers
to allow customers default
search engine. He said it
needed four months citing
thateven in F.uropc the com-
pany was given nine months
to implement it

It means that despite the
CClorderandstay refusal by
the SC. the customers would
have to wait. The choice-
based search-enginc system
is not foolproofas it would
be offered only oncc at the
time initial device set up.
as per Singhvi's submission
to the court. The customer
apparently having chosen it
oncc cannot changg it in fu-
ture. This would be a severe
restriction.

So. the Indian consumers
in reality would not have a
choice. Singhvi’s offer is a
devious method of denial.
This calls for a revamp of
th ITand other

conference applications or
registrations

This apart, each of its ap-
plications demanding access
to critical personal contact
and other details breach pH -
vacy. personal safety and is
hazardous. The apprehen-
sionsarc that such prospcctcd
data boosts profits and incurs
heavy losses to cach user.

Even otherwise the Tele-

not aware that Meghalay
is a border state and with
China flexing its muscles,
this bridge would hamper
speedy movement of troops
and other logistics should an
emergency arise?

At the intervention of
the Deputy CM. Prcstonc
Tynsong, the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) repaired
the bridge which lasted till
November 2022. The Gov-
ernment of India has in Par-
liament denied any illegal
coal mining in Meghalaya.
Scientific coal mining is
firmly resisted by coal barons
as it is unprofitable. Hence
the illegal coal mining con-
tinues.

In fact, with the aim of
helping these privileged
few the Chief Minister even
planned togrant rat hole min-
ing in a thousand hectares of
land forjust one entity. This
woutd have devastated the
environment beyond repair

ing aside CAA, fake Molls
on contested borders, health
care, roads, education, dome
collapse, proposed casinos,
rich and poor divide bring
down the MDA?

It all depends on our vot-
ers who hopefully are not
affected by Alzhcimers or
dementia or both. One doubt
needs to be cleared. No one
can give a sermon to voters
whether to betray the rough
weather philanthropists a year
before polls or not. But voters
need to think of the future
generation and of children
yetunborn

Yours etc.,
W. Passah
Nongkrem

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the witer,
even ifthey are sentby email.
Only letters with the reqisite
detailswill be published.

Department
can act to prevent the irratio-
nal and illegal demands of
the apps to access personal
contacts, photographs and
sensitive documents. The
CCl, in its October 20 press
release says that it examined
various practices of Google
licensing of Android mo-
bile operating system and
various proprietary mobile
applications of Google (e.g
Play Store Google Search,
Google Chrome, YouTube,

found that
Google contravened provi-
sion of the Competition Act
and perpetuated its dominant
position in the online search
market resulting in denial of
market access for competing
search apps in contravention
of See 4 (2i(c) o fthe act pre-
venting atusc of dominant
position.

In real application this

laws forensuring level play-
ing fieldand safeguards. The
access to phone information
like income tax personal
account number can wreak
havoc with any person's
finances.

The companies arc also
using the so-called updates
to play with a person’s per-
sonal computer functioning.
Tlte ways to prevent such
misuse of the system has to
be incorporated in the laws.
Since computer applications
arc being extended to vari-
ous kinds of machines and
even cars, the violations by
companies arc becoming
(hazardous. Tesla is known to
misuse to the extent o f lock-
ing the car systems, it has
sold toanyone. Itunlocks the
system after a heavy "user
fee" extortion

This interference is
against the basics of any
proprietary law. The misuses
of the information technol-
ogy are wider than can be an-
ticipated. India must enact
new anti-trust laws to ensure
safer scarch-cnginc internet
uses and related computer
safety. —INFA

(The writer is former
senior editor. The Finan-
cial Express and Professor.
Indian Institute of Mass
Communication.)
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“Exlreme inequality is no temporary blip.
It is hard-wired into our economies. *
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Dangers of O

THE word Ovsr-tourism
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Winnie Byanvima

ng Times

ni»
ver-tourism

was coined in 2016 by

a writer at media company Skift. Over-tourism

happens whenthe numbe
the capacity of a place

roftourists farexceeds
to sustain the ecosys-

tem. In the long run the destination becomes
unsustainable. Also .when there are too many
visitors especially to little hamlets which is what
is attracting tourists to Meghalaya, the quality
of life for the local communities can diminish;

their early morning silen
cophony of visitors com

ce is broken by the ca-
ing at unearthly hours

of4 am to watch the sunrise. The surrounding

natural environment can

be negatively affected,

and the quality of the tourists' experience can
decline. Also, the fact that there is as yet no

robust garbage manage
places is a huge worry.

ment system at these

The Government of Meghalaya takes pride
in the number of footfalls touching Meghalaya
which was lo ihe lime of 15 lakhs in 2019. The

pandemic years saw a di

ecline but tourism has

now picked up. For village tourism the Govern-

ment has decided to rely
to develop theirdestinati

on local communities
onswhile only playing

the role of facilitator and helping communities
to build toilets, viewpoints and homcstays ctc.
This is a gooc practice except for the fact that

communities are largely
people within the comm
withal to interface with

untrained. Only a few
unity have the where-
tourists. There are no

clearguidelines for tourists on what they can and
cannotdo. Hence tourists adopt a for free for all

attitude. It is unfortunate
nation is littered with liqu

thatevery tourist desti-
or bottles, plastic water

bottles and more. These are eyesores for the
tourists with aesthetic sense. Community tour-
ism demands that the community take charge
of the tourism in their village and they actively
participate as stakeholders who earn either by
producing local artefacts, selling food or run-

ning homcstays. Young

people in that village

can be trained to be qualified guides. In this as-
pect the Institute for Hotel Management (IHM)
Shillong has been training different batches of

young people to manage tourism

lages. Perhaps the IHM

in their vil-
needs to tap the youth

from different tourist destinations. Community
tourism puLs people (the entire community) at
the centre of decision-making so that tourism
benefits the entire community and notjust a few

organisations.

Community-based tourism is a contrast to
large-scale tourism. Local people in general do
not have enough information, resources, and
strength in solving various decisions. Often the

locals are mere objects

and are vulnerable to

exploitation. Hence the State Government needs
to step in to build the capacity of the communi-
ties where tourist have started flocking in hordes

even before the communi

ties arc prepared. Also,

each community must decide whether itactually

wants to attract ‘tourists

*who come to stay and

spend money or just ’excursionists” who visit

and leave without spen

ding anything except

the pittance of Rs 30 or 50 as entry fees into the
village. There's much that the Government has
to do to ensure that mass tourism does not kill
Meghalaya’s tourism prospects.

Uniform Civil
Code

Kditor.

The much-awaited move
of the Union Government
to introduce the Uniform
Civil Code in tlx: country
should have been imple-
mented decades back but,
unfortunately legislation
could not be enacted till
date due to strong opposition
from different corners o fthe
socicty aswell as from politi-
cal parties terming that UCC
is against the Constitution
as it will aftcct the secular
fabric of the nation and will
also disturb law-and-order
situation. It is not understood
how a law like UCC can
create outrage. In fact, there
should not be any separate
law based on religion in a
secular country Perhaps
the csscncc of sciularism is
far from our understanding
India isa secularcountry and
itmu.il have a single law for
its citizens across tltc country
for public and personal mat-
ters like marriage, divorce.

transfer of property, suc-
cession. population control,
eligibility to avail govern-
ment jobs, schemes etc.
There cannot be community
status (minority/majority)
based on religion. There
are several Supreme Court
rulings that have recognised
the need for UCC. Section
36, 37 and 44 of Chapter IV
of the Constitution clearly
mandate that among other
arrangements, the state shall
provide a uniform civil code
for its citizen.
Youisctc..
Krishnendu Deb,
hillong.

Netaji - the
true freedom
fighter

Editor

Subhash Chandra Bose
is a source of inspiration
for the youth. The strugglc-
filled journey of his life
and his efforts to make the
country independent are an
immortal-saga. Today it is

Urban 20: City

Diplomacy at the G20

The G20 is one of ihe
world’skey forums for glob-
al diplomacy. Apari from iis
summit with heads of state
and heads of government, it
comprises ten engagement
groups + such as the Civil
20. Women 20. Youth 20,
and Urban 20 among others.
O fthese, the Urban 20 (U20)
is remarkably positioned
as it is the only one that
comprises elected officials
and gives the U20 unique
political legitimacy. The U20
revolves around a Mayors*
Summit, which brings to-
gether mayorsand governors
ofthe majorcitieso fthe G20
countries. It results in the
creation ofa communique
an action-oriented document
that is collectively prepared

and endorsed by U20 partici-
pating cities

A large proportion of ihe
world's population (about
68%) is expected to live in
urban areas by 2050 (UN
projections). Cities com-
mand a significant portion
of their countries' respective
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). In India, cities are
expected to contribute 75%
ofthe national GDP by 2030.
There is a growing recogni-
tion of the importance of
the urban sector for achiev-
ing national aspirations of
economic prosperity and for
improving the quality of life
for a substantial proportion
of the population, impor-
tantly. the push towards 'net
zero development must also
be driven by cities as over
75% of the growth in GHG
emissions will take place in
urban arcas. Cities will be at
the forefront of driving cli-
mate change adaptation and
resilience. As per UN-Ilabi-
tat. the cost of not building
multi-hazard resilient cities
will be around $300 billion
every year by 2030. The
collective political poten-
tial that they wield, and the
central role they often play
in driving growth & innova-
tion in their home countries,
provide a strong rationale for
including them in the G20
conversation. There is a need
to collectively deliberate
and foster innovative urban
development approaches

necessary to remember his
historic speech given in Ran-
goon on his birthday. 11e had
said. "My comrades in the
freedom struggle! Freedom
seeks sacrifice. You have
sacrificed a lot for freedom,
but your life is yet to be sac-
rificed. | ask you one thing
and that is blood. The blood
that the enemy has shed for
us, can only be repaid with
blood. So yougive me blood
1 will give you freedom”.
Subhash Chandra Bose
was putunder house arrest in
his own house during World
War I1. But one night he left
his own house by throwing
dust in the eyes o fthe watch-
man. lie left India in disguise
and went first to Germany
and then to Singapore where
he organized the "Azad Hind
Fauj" with the help of Rash
Bchari Bose. In this regard
he earned the title" NETAJI
” in Germany by the Indian
soldiers of Azad Hind Fauj.
Netaji started his gallant
and victorious journey till
Imphal but after tliat he had
to retreatdue to lack of food
and weapons. With his heart

By VincentH Pula

globally and improve urban
planning, management, and
governance to ensure that
future cities ire inclusive,
sustainable, and resilient.
The first U20summit was
launched in 2018 in Bue-
nos Aires at the invitation
of Mayor lloracio Larreta.
More recently, this year at
the U20 in Indonesia 2022
twenty-eight City Leaders
endorsed the communique
An additiona sixteen City
Leaders joined as observers
at ihe summit. For the first
time. India was a participant
asan endorserto thecommu-
niqueland was represented
by the Commissioner of ihe

Greater Mumbai Municipal
Corporation. Previously, we
participated as an observer
at the Rome-.Milan U20. As
India gears up to assume
the presidency of the G20
summit, we must now look
forward to setting the agenda
and the directon for the up-
coming summit,

The agenda must be about
leading cities in a direction
of sustainable, fair, just, and
inclusive development. India
must keep its eyes on past

the most vulnerable sections
of society. The pandemic
period has also witnessed
social upheaval from tenants
being unable to pay rent due
to increased joblessness
There is an urgent call for
increased attention toward
affordable & acccssible
housing by recognizing the
right to housing.

For cleaner and greener
cities, there must be an even-
tual transition to sustainable
energy. India can particu-
larly play a critical role in
foregrounding this issue
and steering action toward
clean energy. Our initiative
to lead in the International

Solar Alliance allows us to
pitch solar energy as an ef-
fective alternative to fossil
fuel use. particularly in the
tropical regions o fthe world.
This, combined with other
forms of sustainable energy
also aligns with the Paris
Climate Agreement's goal
of limiting global tempera-
tures to 1.5 degrees Celsius
below pre-industrial levels.
T to

to all. This expansion of
education and skill-building
must include workers' wel-
fare. upholding work-life
balance, job security, and
fair wages. In particular,
low-skilled and gig workers
must receive liv eable wages.
Increasing digitalization,
the introduction of 5G. and
rapidly growing mobile use
allow India to promote its
cities as destinations for
opportunities & global ex-
change. as well as emerge
asa leading innovation space
for data-centric governance
models. In addition to this,
it is important to meet the
cross-cutting challenge of
cities' access to finance
It is now well-established
that future infrastructure

development has to be en-
vironmentally sensitive and
resilient. Therefore, building
conducive policy environ-
ments for instruments such
as climate finance, must
remain a key agenda in U20.
It is imperative to foster
collective efforts of the city
representatives under U20
and the G20 Finance Track
to uccclciate financial inclu-
sion to promote economic

energy sources will not only

Il-being, prosperity, and

help the cities

“As Indiagears up to assume the presidency
o fthe G20summit, we must now lookforward
to setting die agenda and the directionfor the
upcoming summit. The agenda must he about
leading cities in a direction o fsustainable,
fair, just, and inclusive development.”

visions of the U20 and add
to them. We must also lead
by contributing our creative
indigenous solutions to the
issues at hand As the world
emerges front the ravages
of the pandemic, health and
related infrastructure con-
tinue to be in focus. We must
upgrade to more resilient
and transparent health sys-
tems to guard against future
pandemics, natural disasters,
and other criscs. At the same
time, mental health must
receive increasing public
investments, particularly for

throbbing wish pain. Netaji
boarded a plane for Tokyo,
but regretted neverto return.
There is a nystcry about
Netaji's death. Although it is
rumored that Netaji died in
a plane crash, many Indians
still believe that Netaji is
still alive. Dcid oralive, our
beloved Netaji will live on in
our minds forever.
Yours etc..
Pinaki Nandy
Shillong

Truth as
casualty

Fditor.

The colonial mind setofa
section of Indian intelligen-
tsia contrary to the judge-
ment passed by the Supreme
Court of Indn came to the
forefront witk the release of
a documentary by the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Company
on the 2002 Gujarat riot
which erupted after the hor-
rific Godhra train burning
incident. Intense judicial,
media and administrative
scrutiny of2C02 Gujarat riot

but also the environment at
large. Similarly, achieving
water and food security will
substantially aid our efforts
toward creating sustainable
cities and communities.

As India's scrvicc sector
and knowledge economy
continue to grow, it provides
us an opportunity to col-
laborate with cities around
the globe in developing and
implementing education,
training, skill-building, ap-
prenticeship systems, and
employment programs that
arc inclusive and accessible

particularly the role of titc
then Chief Minister of Gu-
jarat had been done during
the tenure of UPA-1 and Il
Government. Supreme Court
and free media (assuming
diat the mediawere free and
unbiased till May, 2014)
However, lastyear, the Apex
Court had exonerated Sri Na-
rendra Modi from all charges
relating to the incident

The so-called left liberals
who constantly vouch for the
Constitution of our coun-
try have now conveniently
ignored the Supreme Court
verdict and rallying behind
die documentary film which
pronounced Narcndra Modi
mguilty’of the 2002 incident.
The adversaries of Narcndra
Modi give credence to any
narrative'propaganda pro-
pounded by western media as
the gospel truth irrespective
of the actual fact. According
to them Western people arc
civilized and liberal and arc
epitome of virtues compared
to Indian people and Indian
Institutions.  History how-
ever, paintsa completely dif-
ferent picture o fthe so-callcd

The upcoming U20 al-
lows India an unparalleled
opportunity to promote just,
inclusive, and sustainable
cities under its G20 presi-
dency. The U20 comes outas
a promising platform to de-
liberate on key urban issues.
In order to ensure that the
outcomesof the U20deliber-
ations have wide-ranging im-
pacts on urban development,
itwill be importantto include
the voices ofnon-G20coun-
tries and cities to leverage
the collective leadership of
cities in implementing global
agendas prioritized by the
G20. Cities will continue
to be centres of innovation,
creativity, and opportunity
that India must foster &
encourage further.

(Vincent 11 Pula is Lok
Sabha MP from Shillong
Meghalaya, and Stand-
ing Committee Member on
Industries. Pankhuri Jain
(LAMP Fellow) provided
inputsfor the article).

*civilized” western people.
They had colonized many
countries of the world, plun-
dered and looted those coun-
tries. killed innocent people
and exterminated original
inhabitants as in USA and
Canada. They arc the people
who had indulged in slave
trade, practiced apartheid
(till 1990s) and killed mil-
lions of Jews barely seventy
yearsago. Arc these symbols
ofcivility? Till 1960s in the
USA discrimination on the
basis of skin colour was part
of their polity, can anyone
deny this? The ongoing war
between Russiaand Ukraine
is the shining example of
the activities of civilized
countries o fthe west. How-
ever. truth isalwaysa victim
amongst the left-libcrals.
Yours etc.,
Dcbajyoti Bhattachatjcc
Shillong-1
Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Inequality, like
pollution, must
be reduced

By Ajit Rututde

On the first day of the
Davos summit in Swit-
zerland this year. Oxfam
International published a
report titled “Survival of
tltc Richest”. The timing of
the publication is deliber-
ate. and Oxfam does this
every year in January at
the inaugural of the Davos
meetings. This is done to
gain maximum publicity,
on titc sidelines of a con-
ference where the world’s
elite from the business
and poli.ical world con-
gregate. Reportedly the
participation fee per person
this year was more than
120.000 dollars although
itis nevei publicised. More
than three thousand pay-
ing delegates attend, and
many other speakers are
also invited. The confer-
ence this year was held in
the shadow of a looming
recession which has been
forecast by both the World
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, for devel-
oped economies. There is
also the long shadow of
the war «i Ukraine which
has lasted for a year with
no end in sight. The theme
thisyear was “Cooperation
in a Fragmented World”.
The fragmentation refers
to the de-globalisation ten-
dency due to trade wars,
and now disruption due to
the Ukraine conflict, and
consequent inflation and
recession.

The other big fragmen-
tation is the growing divide
between the rich and the
poor. The gains of eco-
nomic growth increasingly
are captured by a smaller
fraction of the population
The Oxfam report this year
highlights the trends in

special report focused on
India. It says that during
2022 the number of bil-
lionaires rose from 102
to 166. The wealth of the
richest 100 Indians is now
about 660 billion dollars or
about 55 lakh crorcs. Two
third of the wealth gains
in the past two years have
gone to the top 1 percent
globally. A similar trend
is evident in India. This
means that wealth and in-
come inequality is getting
worse. Ifyou think in terms
of education access, the
UNICEF last year reported
that more than 600 million
children remained affected
by partial or full school
closure, even at the end of
two years of the pandemic.
As late as September last
year the estimate was 244
million still out of school
as per UNESCO. In India
too probably 100 million
plus students have had a
setback in their education
thanks to school closure
or inadequate acccss to
online tools, bandwidth or
infrastructure. To rebuild
this human capital will
take a lot of effort while
a tiny section of Indian
society will sec their kids
move faster ahead. So apart
from income and wealth,
in education access and at-
tainment too we arc seeing
widening disparity. Add to
that, other elements like
healthcare, safe drinking
water, and other dimen-
sions. You can sec that
inequality is not getting
better but worse.

Socicty can never have
complete equality. Eco-
nomic growth rewards those
who are more talented and
more entrepreneurial. Fast-

“As we celebrate the seventy
foivth Republic Day, lets remember
thefoundational values o ffraternity,

liberty and equality.”

inequality and poverty all
around the world. This
year's report shows that
both poverty and inequal-
ity have worsened. These
two measuresare different.
The former measures how
many people arc getting
two square meals a day or
can meet minimum needs.
The latter measures the
gap between the rich and
tlic poor. Itis theoretically
possible lhata society may
have negligible poverty,
and yet have very high
inequality. For a growing
economy poverty tends to
subside .vhile inequality
may increase. But usually
there is some correlation
This year’s Oxfam report
says that for the past two
years the wealth of the top |
percent has increased by 26
trillion dollars, more than
twice tha. of the bottom 99
pcreent. Most o f this wealth
is presumably due to rise
in the stock marketand in
housing. Income gains are
substantially going to the
very top. On the other hand,
nearly 17 billion work-
ers have seen their wages
rise slower than the rate
of inflation, which means
their purchasing power has
eroded. Thus, poverty has
increased. Even the World
Bank's 2022 report says
that global poverty has in-
creased from 8.4 percent to
9.3 pereent. The WB uses
the poverty level of 2.15
dollarsa Jay. By die end of
2020. due to the pandemic
an estimated 7 crore addi-
tional people were pushed
below the poverty line, of
which 5.6croreare in India
alone. Indiawas mindful of
the impact of the pandemic,
especially on the poor,
and hence ran a free food
program for two and a half
years, which covered 81
crore people. That program
has been extended by one
more year, implying the
continuing need to protect
the poor and ensure food
security, inthe lightof high
food inflation.

What about inequality?
oxfam has published a

er growth widens tliat gap.
Butat some stage we have
to pause and ask, how much
inequality is acceptable to
us as a society. Just like
the modem industrial age
willalways have pollution,
thanks to electricity, trans-
portation and construction,
but we also put curbs on
pollution. As a society we
have imposed requirements
to switch to cleaner energy.
New emission norms for
cleaner cars. Scmbbers in
factory chimneys to reduce
noxious fumes. So. also at
some point we must say
this much inequality and
no more. Otherwise, wc
have to contend with social
instability, increasing law
and order problems, inves-
tor nervousness, and even-
twally slowing or stagnant
growth. It will be a night-
mare for all of us. A large
number of unemployed
adolescents will contribute
to social tension. Hence
the reduction of inequality
requires the same attention
and focus as the reduction
of pollution. Bccausc it af-
fectsall ofus, and not only
the poor.

Aswe celebrate the sev-
enty fourth Republic Day.
let’s remember the founda-
tional values of fraternity,
liberty and equality. That
equality is in the economic,
social and political sphere.
As prophetically warned
by Dr. Ambcdkar in a his-
toric speech on November
25. 1949. if wc ignore the
peril of increasing inequal-
ity in Indian society, then
“those who suffer from
inequality will blow up
the structure of political
democracy which .. (wc
have).. so laboriously built
up”. His prophetic words
were uttered twenty years
before the first instance of
Naxalbari violence. It is a
warning we must heed to-
day with greater urgency.

(Dr. Ajit Ranode is a
noted economist) (Syndi-
cate: The Billion Press)
(email: editor(ci}lhehiUion-
press.org)
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Revisiting Gujarat
IT'S natural that history is written, rcjccted
and rewritten. The spirit of inquiry is never-
diminishing and every generation takesa critical
look at the deeds o f the past. A BBC documen-
tary on the 2002 Gujarat riots raised a hue and
cry in India and it was blocked by the central
government, saying it was an “attempt to cast
aspersions on the authority and credibility of
the Supreme Court.” This is far-fetched. The

documentary directly targets Prime Mi

ter

Modi for his alleged omissions and commis-
sions as Gujarat chief minister during the days
of the bloodletting. That over 2000 persons,
largely Muslims, died in the carnage is no small
matter. Human rights issues were involved. The
Supreme Court has exonerated Modi of any
wrongdoing, after nearly 20 years —a delay
the Indian judicial system is notorious for. The
verdict was passed in 2021 when Modi was the
PM and an appeal was rejected the next year.
For India, (liemailerends then;. Bui, il is illogi-
cal to expect the world or the global media, or
researchers, to not delve into aspccts linked to
the riots or treat those as bygones. Our systems
should have the strength to bear with criticism
and close scrutiny. The beauty ofdemocracy is
also that it is where ideas clash, resulting in a
process of perfection of views and concepts.

History is not Gospel Truth. It is constantly
under scrutiny as those who write it are hu-
mans. Motivated distortion of what had really
happened on the ground is likely. Many truths,
therefore, lie buried in the annals of history. It
is by painstaking investigations that truth has
a chance to surface. The present BBC docu-
mentary. ejected even from YouTube following
protests by India, was based on a secret inves-
tigation by the UK shortly after the riots. The
Indian media loo had blamed Modi forallowing
the situation to go out o f hand.

Be that as it may. the overzealousness being
displayed by the pro-Left student organisations
in University of Hyderabad, followed by such
an effort in JINU, Delhi, to screen parts of the
documentary, were part o fthe nefarious attempLs
by the Left to Yvhip up the feelings of Muslims
against PM Modi and the BJP. The Left has little
on the positive side to project about itself; and
its leaders' styles are out of tune with the times.
From a pro-poor stance, they have narrowed
their focus to a pro-Mulsim. anti-BJP charade.
India, the liberal democracy, allows all shades
of opinion to “indulge,” but this should not be
at the cost of national interests.

A request to
MeECL

Editor.

‘through this Idler, 1wish
lo bring lo the notice of
ihe McEC'L authorities (he
concerns of our people in
Mawpdang village. Mawp-
dang is no longe-a village in
fact, itisasuburiofShillong
city. Today we witness that
these areasarc fast becoming
urban in characler. The city
is in fact expanding in this
direction. A proaf of this is
seen in the numbero fimpor-
tant government institutions
cropping up in this area.
While rejoicing that Maw p-
dang and all the adjoining
villages are becoming a part
of the capital city, vet we
deplore the fact that Mawp-
dang still suffers from poor
electricity supply. While a
three phase electrical supply
hasalready reacted Tynring
Mawpdang which is just a
kilometer away from it, still
struggles with a single phase
power supply. To add worry
to woes, Mawpdang locality
especially the Nongspung lo-
cality, suffers from a perma-
nent low voltage. This situa-
tion is greatly detrimental to
the local youth who intend to
enter into entrepreneurship
of various kinds.

As a resident of Mawp-
dang | am awar: that many
youth who desire to start
workshops like welding,
carpentry or moior mechan-
ics in die village ire deprived
of such opportunities just
because the power supply
is too poor lo run heavy
machineries. Many loeal
entrepreneurs have to go to
other placcs where there is
good power supply. There
was a water-bottling factory
in the village which had to
be elosed down because the
proprietor could no longer
afford to run ii on a gen-

erator. At Vendrame Institute
situated in the village, we
arc notable to run even one
computer due to a 24x7 low
voltage. Consequently train-
ing courscs which require
adequate power supply have
to be suspended. One won-
ders why the MeECL has
stopped upgrading power
supply at Tynring and why
is .Mawpdang left out in the
upgradation.

In the name ofall Mawp-
dang people, | humbly re-
quest the MeECL to look
into this matter and upgrade
our power supply at the earli-
est possible.

Yours etc.
Dr. Bariks Mawric sdb
Director, Vendrame
Institute, Mawpdang

Money power
& elections:
You vote, You

decide

Editor.

| remember elections in
Meghalaya during the early
years after weattained State-
hood. People used to say
“ynda nicw na ki pliangja tc
lah dei banjop (it you count
from the number of lunch/
dinner plates ina candidates*
house there is a possibility of
winning). From those days
we have now graduated, in
almost all constituencies to
people asking how much
money docsa candidate have
to “buy* votes.

According to my observa-
tions through the years, the
MLA'MP schemes (public
money) have been one of
the main reasons that have
spoiled the level playing
field forall those aspiring to
contest the elections for the
slate assemblies and parlia-
ment and now for the ADCs
too. This scheme gives an
added advantage to the sit-

Need of the hour - A Party
that tells the truth

By Toki Blah

The Election Commission
has now confirmed Feb 27
2023 as the date for Megha-
laya Assembly elections.
That frantic search for can-
didates by political parties:
Ihe equally frantic attempts
by politicians eager to find
parlies who will offer them
a ticket; those ridiculous
identification attempts of
who isa winnablc candidate
( the one with the loot and
ready to buy votes with it)
and the one who isa certain
loser ( the one who enters
politics depending more on
wit and a desire to serve )
arc over. Pic list ofcontest-
ing candidates is out. The
flawed and corrupt political
system that Meghalaya poli-
tics haschosen lo follow still
believes that "Winnability"
is the only genuine DNA of
a candidate. Unfortunately
even after 50 years of state-
hood, the electorate refuses
to question this distorted
political logic that impacts
on the lives of us all

The State President of a
prominent party (which ex-
pects toachieve single major-
ity) mockingly declared, thal
those without money should
not waste their time contest-
ing as they have little chance
of winning. The reaction to
this blasphemous statement
was dead silence. It says it
all. Period! Our established
political parties sec nothing
beyond capturing power.
Tha' is no sense of purpose
no desire to serve: no vision
to lead: nothing atall. The
whole strategy o f the present
system is based on the belief
that “Fool the people during
elections; capture power;
forma Governmentand then
do whatever you like". It
seems lo be the sole purpose
ofpoliticsand everyone, the
people themselves seem to
agree on this. So a group
of us have decided to also
jump into the election fray.
But we have dccided lo tell
the people the facts of life: if
we win. prepare them what
they arc in for, in short tell
the electorate the Truth and
nothing but the truth. It's
never been done before but
whal die licxk. The wliulc
world is changing so why
not a change in political
strategy too.

Therefore the party wc
arc about to form has de-
cided that the motto of our
party shall be "Honesty is
the Best Policy.” Nothing
shall be concealcd or hid-
den from the public and the
electorate. Keeping up with

ting MDCsMLAVM Pswho
often use it in abundance at
the fag end of their term to
have a more lasting political
impact in their favour. From
when it started till now the
amounts have increased
multiple times, now running
into crorcs of rupees per
year for five (5) years. For
those candidates who have
the desire to serve but do
not have the desired wealth
it is an uphill task if not an
impossible one.

But in the implementa-
tion o fthe schemes, wc have
witnessed that in multiple
occasions. apart from spend-
ing on footpaths, drains
and other works, much of
the money is being used in
distributing freebies to the
clectoratc. This has therefore
encouraged people with
enough money to enter the
electoral arena with the in-
tention to use money power
to buy their way to win
elections by matching if
not exceeding at times the
money power of the MIX.7
MLA/MP schemes. And
with majority o four elector-
atewho arc still living below
the poverty line, the pickings
are ripe for money power to
play a key role in elections
today
1had earlier filed a PIL
against this scheme on
grounds that it violated the
principle of separation of
powers especially between
the executive and the legisla-
ture. This PIL was later taken
up by the Supreme Court
along with three other PILs
on the same subject from dif-
ferent siatcsof India. Lackof
financial resources however
prevented me from pursuing
this ease. The Supreme Court
later issued guidelines for
their implementation. But
with lack of monitoring,
their implementation raises
a lot of <liirclinns

The Maitshaphrang

the Party mono . the Party
shall have no manifesto sim-
ply because of the fact that
manifestoes for the hist 50
years have on y been printed
on meaningless coloured
pamphlets to make pious
declarations fiat no one has
any intention ofkccping. Our
party shall never deceive the
people and so we shall desist
from printed manifestoes.
Past elections have always
heard and witnessed devout
declarations of love for the
state and the iaitbynricw
and that if pccpfe are clected
and returned to power they
will ensure a wondrous
and beautiful vision for all
of us especially our future
generations. Our party shall
say nothing of the sort nor
associate ourselves with any
rosy picture of the future.
Our party ha; decided that
we shall hare nothing to
do with vision building nor
with any promiso; for the
future. We shall only live for
the present only and leave
the stupid future to its own
fate. The party has complete
confidence that its candidates
and the party cadre itselfwill
remain true to this true pro-
file ofM cghaaya politics.
Did | heat someone ask
the name of the party? Oh
yes we do have a name for
our party, how silly of me
and i seek your forgiveness
for this oversight. So Ladies
and Gentlemen, we have the
pleasure o fdeclaring the for-
mation of The All Nonsense
Parly (ANP) which swears
to live up to its name. Once
the party is fermed we shall
be approaching the Flection
Commission and if possible
request them to bestow the
party with the Zero symbol
Oncce we receive this objec-
tive we shall then proceed
vigorously on a massive
membership drive. With the
honesty wc promise and the
honest candiJatcs we will
put up. w expect thousands
to join us. Actually wc are
apprehensive >fother parties
envying us when they sec the
multitudes rush in with their
support but what a pleasure
it shall be to see these thou-
sands upon ilnusands o fAll
Nonsense Party members
march in procession shout-
ing “We want Zero. No Zero
no rest"! What a wonderful
beginning for the party and
what a breathtaking future
that will be fer Meghalaya.
Al this stage | want ihe

Movement hid tried to inter-
actwith theelectorate about
the importance of the Vote
by staging a drama titled.
"PHI VOTE .PHI RAI- 1"
(You Vole, You Dccidc)
aired over Shillong DDK on
the February 10, 2003 and
after 5 years, "PHI VOTE,
PHI RAI- 2 through local
cable network on 2008 29
and March 2.2008

To counter this money
power in elections, some
have written and others have
spoken in public platforms
urging the vorcrs to take the
money offered to them by the
candidates during the elec-
tion campaigns, but to apply

reader to close his eyes and
imagine how exquisitely
cxciting the All Nonsense
Party campaigning will be.
It would be a sight to behold
and to remember. People on
bikes, in buses and trucks
. in cars and vehicles of all
description; men. women
and children shouting them-
selves hoarse “Vote for Non-
sense . Vote for Nonsense". It
will simply rcflcel the stark
reality o fwhat has been hap-
pening for the last 50 years
butat least itwill be an hon-
est reflection,

But enough of that. Let’s
getdown to brass-tacks. The
All Nonsense Party needs to
tell and enlighten the elec-
torate what they will do and
how they intend to serve if
they arc clccted to power.
Please note that in keeping
with the spirit of our motto,
we have left tix; word "serve”
as a vague verb . but let me
tell you in secret thatservice
will certainly not be for the
stupid electorate that voted
us to power. They can jolly
well look after themselves.
We have first to think of
ourselves, our families, our
relatives and favorite cham-
chas. So sen ice to them first.
Tltey get first preference for
government contract jobs
and government supplies
will be reserved for them
We can address public inter-
est later and offer the public
the left overs. For this pur-
pose the All Nonsense Party
will come up with a cabinet
as no other party has ever
done. Firstand foremost we
will have a powerful Home
Minister who will not bother
himself with the Policc Act.
IPC . CrPC etc.. and any
other similar nonsense. His
job will be very simpk* - how-
to use the policc to facilitate
illegal transport of coal and
in the process also make
money for the party and of
course for us too. Period!
Honesty as Isaid will be our
policy and as the All Non-
sense Party secs no relation
between education and job
availability, education will
be left to rot in the mess il
is in already . Why waste
lime in revivinga dead issue
Instead in our steadfast reso-
lution lo provide for our un-
employable educated youth

the ANP will turn all MLA
constituencies into districts.
Hurrah for the 60 districts!
This will bring governance
closer to the people while
at the same time also create

same. But both institutions
appear to be adamant. The
parliamentary committee,
has meanwhile asked the
executive and judiciary to
do some "out -of-thc-box
thinking” to find a solution
to the perennial problem’ of
vacancies in the high courts.
In this regard the previous
Chief Justicc of India. TS
Thakur made an emotional
appeal to the Prime Minister
to Fill up the vacancies in
the various high courts and
Supreme Court as the huge
number of pending cases
ultimately adversely impact
the common man who still
has faith in the judiciary

their who
is the most cjipiiblc candidate
to lead the state before they
cast their votes so that they
will not regret later, because
when they vote they dccidc
not only’ their children’s
future but the future of the
state as well

In conclusion, it docs

After the of the
Parliamentary Committee it
is the duty ofthe concerned
parties to find ways and
means to solve this matter
amicably without bringing it
into the public domain

The news emanating in
the media on this issue are
disgusting. Moreover, let
the

not matter offers
money to wio the voters,
I would like to remind the
voters the famous quote by
Lao I1zu founder of Taoism,
“Give a mana fish and you
feed him foraday. Teach him
how to fishand you feed him
fora lifetime”
Yoursetc.,
Michael N.Syiem
Via email

Let Govt and
Supreme Court

reconcile

Fditor,

Day in chy out the dif-
ferences between the Modi
Govtand Supreme Courtarc
surfacing. Common citizens
ofthis country wish an early
end to this episode with-
out further damage to the
reputation ofboth. Recently
a parliamentary commit-
tee had also suggested the

be cleared
on the collegium after the
statement of Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju that there is no
proposal to introduce the Bill
ofNational Judicial Appoint-
ments Committee. Itiswell
known that no system is full-
proofand therc is need for
amendments with the pas-
sage of the time sincc over
one hundred amendments
had been made in the Con-
stitution itself. Four players
arc making statements which
contradict cach other. For
instance, the Supreme Court
had justified the collegium
system whereas govern-
ment had favoured the Na-
tional Judicial Appointment
Committee. And now the
Chairperson of the Rajya
Sabha hasexpressed his own
views. Presently, the ques-
tion arises as to whether a
country which is the world's
largmtdemocracy ran afford
such divergent views on such

hundreds of jobs for people
who will have nothing to do
except twiddle their thumbs.
They can drink lea. gamble
or play computer games all
day long for all we carc.

The ANP is deeply con-
cerned with rural develop-
ment and with rural poverty
However it also recognizes
that Agriculture is too much
of a headache to bother our
poor Ministers who most
probably would mostly be
Matric failed. So instead of
promoting agriculture the
party will cncourage the
people to go in for char-
coal burning. The state is
endowed with s0 much
natural resources. Wc have
coal, limestone, forests, river
sand, granite and boulders to-
getherwith uranium. There is
a huge market for all of this,
So the state shall encourage
the maximum exploitation of
all the above. Let's finish off
everything within the next
five years. Meghalaya will be
turned into a wasteland, but
why worry" The future will
take carcof itselfand if Me-
ghalaya is no longer livable,
the wealth wc have made for
ourselves will ensure that at
least our rich families can
migrate to Mumbai. Banga-
luru or Timbuktu.

Urban Development will
receive top priority. Roads
and traffic will of course be
left in the pitiable condition
they arc in. No funds for
them, but we will bring in
huge investments for shop-
ping malls and gambling ca-
sinos. Shillong will bccome
the smartest of all cities. Do
I hear gasps of horror? But
look, from the very start we
had made itamply clear that
the ANP shall not be both-
ered with governance as wc
know it. It’s too much of a
bother so govemance of the
state will not be handled by
the clccted government but
will be outsourced to pres-
sure groups who seem to be
50 well prepared and knowl-
edgeable on the subject. The
ANP will do nothing for the
stale and its people. So please
don't fault us simply becausc
we arc telling you the truth
and simply facilitating and
acccleraiing the collapse of
Meghalaya.

So instead of voting for
otherswho will do it surrepti-
tiously and in a sly and fur-
tive manner, wc arc simply
appealing to the electorate
to vote for The All Nonsense
Party who will do it in open
transparency. It’s as simple
as that. Please vote for Hon-
est Nonsense.

an important issue.

Interestingly in this as-
pect all sides are claiming
to be well-wishers of the un-
privileged and marginalised
sections of society whereas
all arc far away from the
harsh realities.

Ihe Government's ob-
jection is that the entire
process of appointment of
judges is opaque and lacks
transparency. Meanwhile
the Supreme Court of In-
dia has agreed to hear the

lea against the Collegium

ystem of appointment of
judges in high courtsand the
Supreme Court in due coursc
of time. After the advisory
by the Parliamentary Com-
mittee the issue should be
amicably sclilcd.

L
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Damning BBC documentary
revives Modi’s airbrushed past

Refurbished image
stained once again with
‘the Modi question’
By Sushi/ Kutty

How is it that the Unit-
ed States President Joe
Bidcn's Department of
Justice (DoJ) can search
Bidcn's private residence
and confiscate classified
documents, and start an
investigation? Ditto for
the UnitcdKingdom Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak, who
gets hauled up by a British
‘Bobby" lor not wearing
seat-bell a»d is fined for the
‘crime’? Contrast this with
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi. He gets hit by a BBC
documentary on his“role in
the 2002 Gujaratriots" and
Modi blo:ks 'The Modi
Question’ from Twitter, and
YouTube.

While Biden and Sunak
arc treated more or less the
same as any citizen in their
respective countries. Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi
gets preferential treatment
and behaves like a despot.

In fact, ifyou arc a Modi
critic, your request lo stage
a dance performance at
an UNESCO heritage site
on its anniversary will be
refused point blank. Ask
Kathak dancer Mallika
Sarabhai. who had to dancc
outside a Warangal heritage
temple after being denied
permission by Modi’s Cul-
ture Minister G. Kishan
Reddy.

Tlte 68-year-old Sarab-
hai hails from Modi's
home-state Gujarat, and
she says Gujarat lias been
mauled and left bleeding
during his rule and in his
avatar as Gujarat Chief
Minister.

Sarabhai is not alone.
There arc others, inside
and outside India, who
consider Marcndra Modi
an incurable authoritarian,
and a communal hardliner
to boot. In fact, many coun-
tries refused to give Modi
visas aflc Gujarat 2002.
The international media
has no love lost for Modi
Among them the British
Broadcast ng Corporation
(BBC), which is not in awe
of Modi

To the Modi-bhaki.
however, the BBC isan in-
corrigible *Biased (against
India) British Corpora-
tion”." After the airing of
part one of the two-part
documentary. ‘The Modi
Question”, this feeling has
only peaked.

Clearly, the Modi gov-
ernment taking down “The
Modi Question’ from Twit-
ter and You Tube has to do
with Modi's refurbished
image on die global stage

The whole quest for
attaining *Vishwaguru®im-
mortality s not a figment
of imagination of some
fanatic Modi-bhakl. It is
forreal. "BBC Get Out* has
been Ireneing. and so has
been 'BBC documentary*

The BBC' finds Modi’s
democracy unpalatable,
and ‘The Modi Question’
has raised many questions
that question the alleged

, the dispute
between the SC collegium
and Government leaders
threatens to blow up into a
full-fledged confrontation.
It is therefore of utmost
importance that the two pull
back from the brink and try
and evolve a compromise
which best serves the inter-
ests of the Republic without
cither undermining the in-
dependence of the judiciary
or eroding the role of the
Government as originally
envisaged in the Constitu-
tion injudicial appointments
Giving one side the virtual
veto will be violative of the
founding chartcr and needs
to be abandoned in favour
of a golden compromise as
provided in the National
Judicial AppointmentsCom-
mission
Yours etc.,
YYash Pal Ralhan.
Via entail
Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/

authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

role of Chief
Minister .NarcndraModi in
the 2002 Gujarat riots.

Of coursc. ‘The Modi
Question’ was not music
to the cars of the Modi
Government. In knee-jerk
reactions, the Modi Gov-
ernment used its powers
over Twiner and YouTube
lo scupper ‘The Modi
Question”.

India’s privately-owned
so-callcd ‘national TV
channels', entirely in Mo-
di’s pocket if not on the
BJP’s payrolls, have re-
jected “Tlte Modi Question”
with perfunctory negative
nods even as right wing
Modi-bhakt Y ouTube chan-
nels fought it out with left
wing outlets

Yes. ‘The Modi Ques-
tion' has unleashed a war
of wings, rightand left. As
“The Modi Question‘camc
the day aft:r Modi held out
a bunch o' olive leaves to
the Pasminda Muslims,
‘The Modi Question’ is
seen as the Opposition
reigniting Gujarat 2002

in cahoots with the BBC
to remind Muslims, both
Pasnianda and Ashrafi,
of Modi's role in Gujarat
2002.

“The Modi Question®has
definitely (Nil the spotlight
back on Modi’s exact role
in the 2002 Gujarat riots,
and while it comcs in the
wake of Modi's outrcach
to Muslims, the documen-
tary has also led to further
communal polarization, tite
impact of which will be
seen in the nine stale elec-
tions due this year.

The BBC documentary
is like tonic to the Opposi-
tion. but also counterpro-
ductive. llindutva, which
had been blunted by Modi
for his international audi-
cnec. is back in full force
ami Modi-bhakts are talk-
ingofa 2024 sweep.

The Modi Government
and ‘Modi media' are do-
ingdamage control. Modi's
popularity rating is back to
a high 60-plus. And (his.
even as Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Yatra com-
pletes its coursc. Tlte fact
is. Modi and his cohorts
manning the BJP's election
juggernaut know how to
convert negativity to posi-
tively. After the initial jolt,
the cohortsare ona mission
to lum the tables.

It remains to be seen
how the Opposition retali-
ates. and with what? Rahul
Gandhi might have to do
a 'Bharat Rc-Jodo Yatra'
The BBC documentary
has rejuvenated Modi's
popularity among the ‘Sa-
natanis’.and the BJP wants
to reap the dividends of his
notoriety!

And Modi is picking
up admirers. UK MP Lord
Karan Bilimoria has come
out in support, calling Modi
“one of the most pow erful
persons on the planet.” Ear-
lier, on January 19, Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak said
he "doesn’t agree with the
characterization” of his
Indian counterpart.

Another Lord. Rami
Ranger, voiced similarsen-
lintents

‘The Modi Question
had ihe former British For-
eign Secretary Jack Straw-
casting serious allegations
on Modi’s role in the 2002
Gujarat riots. Questions
regarding India’s democ-
racy and how Modi sat
unmoved.

‘The Modi Question*
is rife with anti-Modi nar-
ratives. While it places
ChiefMinister Modi in the
electric chair, itis also seen
asa ‘hitjob’against Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi.

The timing was wrong.
The BBC'sown dislike for
Modi, juxtaposed with Jack
Straw’s electoral compul-
sions related to his par-
liamentary constituency,
a Pakistani-origin British
MP’s diatribe against Modi
in the UK Parliament, oil
these have offered a fig leaf
to the BJP to cast asper-
sions on the BBC, ques-
tion its motives.Also, ‘The
Modi Question' comes
when Modi has been Prime
Minister for two straight
terms, and can win a third
term. There was no need
for another documentary.
Being in the glare o fa harsh
searchlight isn't new to the
pugnacious politician.

‘The Modi Question”
hasa Part-2 coming up. The
only thing going for Modi
is that the tallest court o f live
land, the Supreme Court o f
India monitored Special
Investigation Team (SIT),
had ‘exonerated" the G uja-
rat ChiefMinister in 2013.
Ten years on. the spotlight
of renewed scrutiny has
oncc again caught up with
Modi, piercing through to
tite depths o f Gujarat 2002.
Even attaining the 'Vish-
waguru' status will not
stop the ghosts of Gujarat
2002 from haunting Modi.
Joe Biden and Rishi Sunak
do not facc such odds. (IPA
Service)
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“Age is an issue o fmind over matter.

1 fyou don Vmind,

it doesn Vmatter."
—Mark Twain
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India's 74th Republic Day
REPUBLIC Day and Independence Day arc
both marked by stereotyped, predictable obser-
vances that arc intended to make citizens feel
good about ihemselvcs because of where the
country is today. The founding fathers of the
Constitution had idealistic dreams which now
lie in tatters even as the idea ofsocial justicc is
trampled day in and day out in a society that is
characterized by massive disparities of wealth
and opportunities. In Jammu and Kashmir and
some stales of the North East, the idea of the
nation state isa contested one and some groups
continue to rursc heartburns against the Indian
state. A day before Republic Day the NSCN-K
of Nagaland, the ULFA (Independent) and at
least three outfits from Manipur have callcd for
boycott of Republic Day. Left-wing extremism
too persists in parts of India with no solution in
sight. Why is the Indian state unable to resolve
the differences with these disgruntled sections
of society, some of whom continue to operate
from foreign soil. It is time to call their bluffifall
they do is to stifle economic activities by large
scale extortion from established businesses and
young entrepreneurs. But if they have genuine
grievances those too should be addressed.

India’s 73rd Republic Day is also marked by
a war of words between the Judiciary and the
Executive on almost a daily basis. The verbal
sparring does not augur well for both sides
especially when the Law Minister is address-
ing those silling in the highest scat of justicc
through the media, instead ofboth sides sitting
across the table to resolve their dilTcrences. The
number of pending eases in different courts of
the country have turned the legal system one
of the most sluggish, which in turn hampers
the justice delivery system. Justice delayed is
justicc denied but this docs not seem to trouble
those charged with delivering justice. India is

today governed by a po
not believe indiversity but

al party that does
intent on forging

cultural and religious homogeneity by attack-
ing minority faiths. While on the one hand this
country' claims to be a leader in IT, science,
and technology, large sections of the poor still
have no access to primary education due to
acutc poverty. Malnutritionamong children cuts
across large swathes of this country rendering
them unable to use their cognitive abilities. No
education means no jobs and therefore, abject
poverty. Consequently, the divide between rich
and poor and the urban and rural is growing
alarmingly. This insurmountable divide is a real
threat to law and order in the country.

The ideal of equality of status and opportu-
nity has been shattered by the emergence of
what appears like two nations within the Indian
landmass. On one hand we have a prosperous,
resurgent urban India and on the other, a dirt-
poor rural Bharat wallowing in mass illiteracy,
hunger, and disease as well as the pernicious
class, caste and gender discrimination. Rhetoric
mustend in favourofrapid action to address the

above issues.

Politics &

corruption

Editor.

Reading GF Shullai's let-
ter. Joining politics in order
to corrupt’ (ST .an 5. 2023)
reminds me of Psalm 73.
Ilere the Psalmis; wasjealous
o fthose people who enriched
themselves with ill-gotten
wealth. He complained to
God how they could enjoy
themselves while thejust and
honest people suffer. This
is what he said, "they arc
not in trouble as other men.
nor are they patucd like
other men. Therefore pride
serves as their necklace,
violence covers them like
a garment, their eyes bulge
with abundance They have
more than the heart could
wish for. They scoff and
speak wickedly concerning
oppression.” Isn't this what
we sec in most ofour politi-
cians today? Listen to what
God showed the Psalmist
11ctook him totnc sanctuary
(Llouse o fGod)and showed
him their end. lie saw their
end and confessed. "Then |
understood what will hap-
pen to the wicked. You will
put them in slippery places
and make them Tall to de-
struction. They are instantly

destroyed and go down to
a horrible end. They arc
like a dream that goes away
in the morning. When you
rouse yourself. O Lord they
disappear. | was stupid as an
animal. | did not understand
you. Yet you hold me by the
hand and guide me with your
instruction and at the end you
will receive me with honour.
What else have | in heaven
but you? Since | have you,
what else could I warn on
earth?"

It is a fact that no one
fights the election to be-
come corrupt but to win. It
is after winning that acquir-
ing wealth seems to be the
only objective as it is most
enticing and easy to achieve.
Hence they use ail kinds
of unorthodox methods to
enrich themselves. Histori-
cally the curse of ill-gotten
wealth has visited many
families to one, two or three
generations. Now wc notice
this even in one generation
Ihe predictions recorded in
the Bible arc 100% reliable.
Unless they repent, the fate
of the conrupt is inevitable
1 wish we all sec the writing
on the wall and flee from
corrupt practiccs. Therc is
nojoy compared to a tincerc
and honest life.

Education is drowning: Who
will rescue the sector?

By Batskhem Myrboh

of North East India. Many
prominent personalities from
different walks of life not
only in the region but even
in other parts of India had
their education in Megha-
laya. Thousands of youth
from across the region (NER)
migrated to the City to ac-
quire know ledge and learning
and indirectly contributed
towards boosting the local
economy. But decades of
visionlcss. directionless, and
business-dominated politics
produced successive govern-
ments that ignored the impor-
tance of the education sector
as an instrument of human
d

introduced too many kinds
of grants in aid systems.
One wonders how burden-
some itis for tic government
administration to adminis-
ter these institutions. Being
forced by the apathy of the
government, different teach-
ers' associations launched
countless agitations which
have spoiled the educational
environment in the state by
disrupting the regular flow o f
educational activities in edu-
cational institutions. Instead
ofbeing warring parties, the
government aid the teach-
ers' associations should put
their heads together to uplift

v
development of the state. The
criminal neglect and apathy
towards education has cost
the state immensely in terms
of economic and human
development. The current
educational scenario portrays
a system r»fivliuMlinn Ihal is
drowning, and that requires
serious attention to address
this malaise. Rescuc Mission
is the need of the hour and
hence, the government has to
have in place a strong educa-
tional machinery manned by
the Education Department
with an Education Minister
who takes rescue work as a
mission. What is frightening
isifwc make mistakes in this
election, wc will soon reach
the stage where it will be
near impossible to reverse the
condition. One may wonder
why I make this value-loaded
statement which | will try to
address.

Meghalaya has fewer
government schools and far
too less government col-
leges. What is more worry-
ing is the quality of these
institutions. Barring a few,
government institutions are
infrastructurally fragile and
academically unstimulatcd
and neglected. While the rich
do not feel the pinch of this
disgraceful condition of the
government institutions, the
poorarc badly hit due to the
high cost of education in the
private scctor. The deplorable
condition of the government
institutions especially at the
primary level in far-fiung vil-
lages partly explains the high
rate of school dropouts which
Meghalaya is infamous for
and this is particularly true
in the case of Garo Hills.
Garo Hills till recently was
highly dependent on gov-
ernment primary schools.
While baby steps arc made in
infrastructural development:
there is no effort to improve
the teaching-learning process
which should have been the
main focus. It appears that
successive governments were
happy to let these institutions
die a natural death paving
the way for the privatization
and commercialization of
education

The government-aided
institutions arc the backbone
ofthc education system in the
state atall levels. But succes-
sive governments have meted
out a stecp-motherly treat-
ment to the teaching staffof
this category of institutions.
Moreover, the government

Yours etc..
Torist Mark.
Via email

Secularism:
A Heritage to

Preserve

Editor,

The Preamble ofour Con-
stitution specifically states
that India is a Secular. So-
cialist State. The Supreme
Court of India has held that
"Secularism” is the basic
feature of our Constitution
and any State Government
which fails to uphold this
basic feature has no right
to continue. Secularism, as
per the Constitution is not
anti-religion. Secularism
signifies giv ing equal dignity
and respect to all religions.
Of course, it goes without
saying that the Indian state
has no religion of its own.
nor for that matter can any
religion claim superiority
over another religion.

Jawaharlal Nehru once
said. "The allianceofreligion
and politics in the shape of
communalism isa most dan-
gerous alliance, and it yields
the most abnormal kind of
illegitimate brood...the com-
bination of politics and of

the scenario in
the state. But none of the
education ministers showed
any interest to work together
with the teachers towards the
common goal.

Private ccucational in-

proper planning. This prob-
lem is compounded by the
unplanned extension of fi-
nancial aid to the manage-
ment of private educational
institutions. But. thequcsiion
is how the aiJ is extended.
Instances arc <lear indicator
that financia aid is never
based on logic and reason
buton politicsand nepotism
This has created a condition
where educational institu-
tions arc established where
not needed thereby leading
to the wastage of valuable
resources. But who cares?
Politics is served.

The state government al-
lows the private unaided
educational institutions to
run more or le>son a laissez-
faire principle. There arc no
rulcs/laws to regulate the
functioning of these institu-
tions including the teachers’
salaries and fees. While some
manage to thrive based on
exorbitant fee* chaiged from
students, others especially in
the mral areas survive mainly
becausc teachers render ser-
vice with unlivablc salaries.
What kind ofeducation can
we cxpect when tcachcrs
even at the collcgc level arc
paid a monthly salary of less
than ten thousand? Succes-
sive state governments with
different education ministers
belonging to different po-
litical parties have failed to
implement subsection 2 of
section 11 ofthe Meghalaya
School Education Act. 1981
which states. "The scale of
pay and allowances and other
prescribed benefits of the
employees of a recognized
private schoolshall be deter-
mined by the State Govern-
ment by general or special
order issued from time to
time in this behalf*.

Teachers* qualifications
and training are a grave con-
cern for Megtuilaya. It was
on September 3, 2001. that
the National Council for
Teacher Education notified
the NCTE (Determination of
minimum qualifications for
recruitment of tcachcers in
schools) Regulations. 2001.
But it seems the Govern-
ment of Mcgkalaya paid no
attention to these regulations,

religion in the narrowest
sense of tlie word, resulting
in conimuna politics is -
there can be n» doubt-a most
dangerous combination that
is harmful to the country as
a whole™.

Independent India has
miserably failed to put an
end to the nmt dangerous
combination of politics and
religion -thecommunal poli-
tics and ‘the «iost abnormal
kind of illegitimate brood"
continues lo wreak havoc in
the nation. Wc have never
stopped Killings and raping
people in the name of caste
and religion; wc have not
conquered the evil of social
and economic inequalities
even after 75 years of Inde-
pendence. Anyway, within
months o findependence, bul-
lets picrecd the very heart of
our secularism and tolerance
- the Mahatnu.

On February 12, 1948, in
a speech delivered to acrowd
of over a million people
gathered on tic banks of the
Ganges to witness the immer-
sion of the Mahatma’s ashes,
Nehru said, 'O ur country
gave birth toa mighty soul
and he shone like a bcacon
not only for Irdia but for the
whole world. And yet he was
done to death by one of our
own brothers and compatri-

Schools continued to recruit
teachers without liaving the
requisite qualifications. As a
measure to fulfill the required
norm (HSSLC with 45 per
cent along with Diploma of
Elementary Education) and
to overcome the problem of
undcrqualificd teachers in
primary schools, the govern-
ment conducted a special
Higher Secondary School
Examination in 2015. The
examination was conducted
as a formality to enable them
to pursue the D.ELEd. The
teachers acquired the HSSLC
certificate with a second
division in the manner the
Jews received “manna" from
heaven as narrated in the
Bible.

Further, the question of
under-qualified principals
and tcachers serving in col-
leges. especially government
colleges remain unintended
even today. Many principals
and tcachcrs arc appointed
without possessing the quali-
fications laid down by the
University Grants Commis-
sion. This partly explains the
decline of higher education
in Meghalaya to the extent
that none of the colleges are
graded in the category of A
and above by the National
Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council (NAAC) since
2018.

The functioning of the
Meghalaya Board of School
F.ducation (MBOSE) leaves
many people baffled. While
the question paper leakage
that plagued the Board ear-
lier had been addressed, the
concern regarding the quality
of textbooks prescribed re-
mains. Onewonders whether
there is any properly consti-
tuted expert committee that
decides on the prescription
of textbooks. Also, whether
those textbooks prescribed
have been subjected to scru-
tiny/rcview by the experts
Further, the standard of the
examination conducted by
the MBOSE leaves much
to be desired. Examination
to a large extent determines
the quality of teaching and
unless thcre arc examina-
tion reforms, the quality of
tcaching-lcaming cannot be
improved. At present, teach-
ing in Meghalaya is notes
dictation centric with little
emphasis on experiential and
critical learning.

Recruitment is a major
issue that beleaguers educa-
tion. Corruption and nepo-
tism arc the order of the day
where meritis

on politics rather than merit.
From such an institution what
can one expect? Recruitment
in government-aided institu-
tions also is not free from
nepotism. There is an urgent
need to eliminate the scope of
nepotism in the recruitment
of teachers. A wrong recruit-
ment spoils the future of not
a few but hundreds or even
thousands of students and
the damage continues forde-
cades. No amount ofeffort to
improve education will bear
fnnt once the quality o fteach-

(SI1X)

Doctors against health
The curious case of
doctors opposing the

Right to Health bill
By Pavitra Mohan and Jagdish Rattanani

A landivark bill thatprom-
ises to make healthcare a
fundamen al right has run
into an ugly, unseemly and
odd opposition from pri-
vate hospiuls and doctors, a
group that should have been
delighted that the people at
last have a right that is often

menl scheme called Chief
Minister Durghatna Bccma
Yojana. coupled with the
Chiranjccvi Yojana. the State
version of Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY). Thisscheme provides
for free emergency care of
all accident victims, irre-
spective of their insurance

ersis Necpotis-
tic selection and appointment
result in inefficient, poor,
irresponsible, and unaccount-
able work culture.

Due to the lack of proper
planning, higher education in
the state has an unbalanced
growth. Mushrooming of
schools require more tcach-
crs. But the state severely
lacks adequate growth of
B.Ed. Colleges. Presently,
many students from Megha-
laya have to depend on onlinc
courses from universities
outside the state for their
B.F.d degree. Itis a sad state
ofaffairs that even today Me-
ghalaya fails to set up profes-
sional. technical and adequate
vocational institutions.

The sad state o faffairs of
education has impacted the
quality of students. This is
revealed by the unsatisfactory
performance o f Meghalaya's
students in the national level
examinations and competi-
tions. A recent example is the
student’s performance in the
Central University Entrance
Test for post-graduation ad-
mission in the central univer-
sities. If North Fastem Hill
University decides to dis-
continue the extra wcightage
given to local students during
admission. | fear that they
may be deprived of admis-
sion and the campus will be
flooded by students from out-
side the state. Further. | fear
that tlie hurried establishment
ofthc state university without
proper planning aimed at by-
passing the CUET will not
serve any purpose. Rather,
the step taken by the Conrad
government may lead to a
spiraling decline of higher
education.

Who will save education
from completely drowning?
Experiences hav e shown that
money influenced, constitu-
ency and MLA schcmes-ori
ented voters who elect busi-
ness-politicians. constituency
and MLA schenics-orientcd
representatives are incapable
and unwilling to offer ab -
solution. This category of

y
undermined. The stateof Me-
ghalaya owes tremendously
to those tcachcrs whose ac-
tions led to the exposure of
the white ink seam in the re-
cruitment of primary-school
teachers in the recent past.
The functioning of the Me-
ghalaya Public Service Com-
mission. it seems is far below
expectation and the genesis
ofthis malaise is its non-insu-
lation from politics. The very
appointment of members of
the Commission itselfraises
huge questions about its cf-
ficicney. Appointments lo tlie
commissionarc mostly based

ots. How did this happen?
You might think that it was
an act of madness, but that
does not explain this tragedy.
It could only occur bccause
the seed for it was sown in
the poison of hatred and en-
mity that spread throughout
the country and affccted so
many of our people. Out of
that seed grew this poisonous
plant. Itis the duty ofall ofus
to fight this poison of hatred
and ill will.”

Have wec fought this poi-
son of hatred and could wc
eliminate the poisonous plant
from the country? We have
witnessed the disastrous
effects of this poisonous
plant. Seventy-five years
after independence, it seems
that this poisonous plant has
spread its roots deep down
in the collective psyche of
the nation dismantling our
secular democracy which has
been laboriously builton the
foundation of plurality and
diversity

If India as a nation has
to march towards progress
and all-around development,
it can ill afford to endure
social and communal hatred
any longer. This is the least
we can do to protect the im-
age of Babasahcb Dr. B.R.
Ambcdkar, the architect of
the document embodying our

voters and is
without a vision and mission
for the general welfare except
for themselves. Time will tell
whether voters in the 2023
election have become wiser
to change our future for the
better or remain the same
or become worse where the
problem will be pushed fur-
ther up toa pointofno return
the education system that wc
prided ourselves on

(The author is Assistant
Professor, Political Science,
Synod College and former
General Secretary, Megha-
laya College Teachers'As-
sociation).

Constitution. And that would

be tlie best way to observe the
Republic Day this year.

Yours etc.,

DrOmarlin Kyndiah

ia email

NPP versus
UDP
Editor,

Reference to your news
item captioned * NPP calls
UDP bird of fair weather
" (ST January 21. 2023). 1
was amused to note that NPP
mournfully accuscd their
coalition partner UDP to be a
bird of fair weather.

But the first ChiefMinister
advisor of NPP at one time
said. "In polities there are
no permanent friends and
permanent foes.” This phrase
is universally practical and |
really appreciate itand Icamt
from it. 1 hope the NPP too
may Icam and agree with their
Chiefadvisor’s ethical view.

rs etc.
Svetlana Wankhar
shillong-1

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

denied even 75 yearsafter In-
The iti

from doctors is at its peak in
the State ofRajasthan, where
the Assembly has led the na-
tion in bringing the bill and in
making the efforts to pass it
even though it ran into sonic
rough weather earlier. The
bill, which was meant to be
passed in a previous session
was referred to a select co
mittee anti will comc up for
a vote in the current session
or the Assembly.

The feisty and perplex-
ing opposition by private
hospitals and doctors stands
in the face of a strong civil
society novement to sup-
port tlie bi I. which seeks to
provide fr:c the full range
of health s:rviccs at public
health facifitics to all persons
in the State of Rajasthan, as
a matter cf right. The bill
builds on wisdom that Ins led
to models like the National
Health Service (NHS) in the
UK and oner developed so-
cieties in luiropc. Mr. N.Y .E.
Bevan. Health Minister of

England fr;>m 1945 to 1951,
and the architect of the NHS
had proclaimed way back
then that "llIness is neither an
indulgence for which people
have to pay nor an oflenec
for which they should be
penalised, but a misfortune
the cost for which should be
shared by fic community.”
In India as many as 50 to
60 million people sink into
poverty onaccount of health
bills, accoiding to data cilcd
atthe Asia Health Conference
2020 organised by the CII.
The latest National Health
Accounts released last year
noted that out-of-pocket ex-
penditure all over India was
Rs. 2.88 lakh crore in 2018-
19. comprising 53.23% of
current health expenditure so
that households spent more
than the government.
Rajasthan will be the first
State to give a firm push to
themovement toend all this,
creating the right demand
momentim for a similar
adoption across the nation.
However, the State asso-
ciation o fdoctors, especially
those representing private
doctors and private hospitals
have opposed the bill tooth
and nail. They have even
threatened to go on strike if
the bill is rot rolled back
They have three signifi-
cantdcmard.t, none ofwhich
arc about improving the bill
for the patients. The bill
makes a significant provi-
sion: any emergency care
will be provided cashless and
free ofcosttoall residents, at
a public ora private facility.
Thisissignificantas it has the
potential to save thousands of
lives by ensuring that a sick
patient is provided timely
care in such asituation at the
closest facility, irrespective
of their ab lity to pay. So. it
is even more baffling as to
why doctors arc opposed to
a provision that would save
lives
There is a fear among
private providers that the cost
of giving emergency care is
unpredictable and may be
very high, .n many ways, the
fear s exaggerated given that
only a fraction of all emer-
gencies are going to land up
ata private facility. Secondly,
many emergencies will not
entail high ;osts in stabilising
the paticn! before sending
him or herioa public facility.
For example, most patients
with convulsions will require
inexpensive care during the
acute phate. Thirdly, there
already exists a State govern-

status. T tcan and
should consider enlarging
it to include all emergency
care. Finally, somccostscan
be absorbed by the hospitals
which have received benefits
from the government in
the form of land subsidies,
and an in-flow of patients
through the Chiranjccvi
Scheme etc.

The sccond demand is

district and State health
authorities. While it is a
fair demand, therc is a need
to enlarge the representa-
tion of healthcare providers
to include not only doc-
tors. but also nurses, ANMs
and ASHAs, who provide a
large proportion of primary
healthcare to rural popula-
tions. Also, as civil society
groups have demanded, the
representation should most
importantly includccivil so-
ciety groups, patients’groups
and citizens* groups.

The third significant dc-

mand is around removing
the provision that restricts
appealing to the civil courts
any matters that arc pend-
ing before the grievance
icdiessat incclhuiisiit set up
under the act. Legal experts
have commented that such
a restriction in any ease is
bad in law, and is against the
right tojustice. Government
should have no difficulty in
removing such a provision

The Rajasthan right to
health act is an act in the
right direction, and will
provide a legal framework
for progressive improve-
ment in strengthening public
health systems, and ensur-
ing equitable healthcare
Columbia isa small country
in Latin America. In 1993,
the country’s health system
was built on the foundation
of a strong right to health
act. Over the next twenty
years, the act provided the
constitutional foundation
on which progressive, pro-
pcoplc health reforms, some
of them through the inter-
vention of the court, invok-
ing the Act. Wc can hope
for a similar trajectory for
Rajasthan, followed by Other
States. Itis time for doctors*
associationsto keep people’s
interest topmost, and con-
structively engage with the
government to allow for the
passage ofan Act with suit-
able improvements. Any win
for the people will be a win
for the doctors as well

India cannot remain un-
mindful o fthe huge inequal-
ities in access to healthcare.
While on one hand, those
with means can access state-
of-the-art healthcare by pay-
ing huge sums in private
hospitals, the poor continue
to avoid seeking treatment,
orare mistreated in overbur-
dened and under-resourced
public hospitals. The Right-
to-hcalth Act. backed by
adequate budgetary alloca-
tionsand legal commitments
to ensure access to quality
healthcare without incur-
ring a financial burden on
families, can make health-
care equitable, humane and
responsive.

(Dr.Pavitra Mohan is a
at-foundero fBasic Health-
careServices. a Rajasthan-
based non-profit that runs
primary healthcare servic-
es. Jagdish Rattanani is a
journalistandfaculty mem-
ber at SPJIMR. Hens are
personal) (Syndicate: The
Million Press) (e-mail: cdi-
loKathebillionpress.org)
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Day of symbolism
SYMBOLISM matters, but this need not neces-
sarily be a refection of real life. The Republic
Day on Thursday occasioned the spectacular
presence of labourers and street vendors in the
VIP gallery, which was so far filled exclusively
by the moversand shakers ofcapital Delhi. This
time, a select group ofthose who “move” bricks
on their head forconstruction works or “shake”
the footpaths with their vending kits were given
the pride of place alongside the usual pack of
VVIPs. This was a sight to behold, but alas,
this feel-good image contrasted starkly with
the real life struggles of India’s large army of
poor, a contrast as striking and intense as be-
tween black and white. Clearly. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who leads the nation from the
front fora second consecutive term in office has
often demonstrated his penchant for such fancy
gestures or flights of fancy.

The two Presidents that Modi and the BJP
installed in office were from the socially and
economically most-deprived segments; namely
a Dalit in the form of Ramnath Kovind and a
tribal as in Droupadi Murmu. Nothing goes to
show that beyond the symbolism, the cause of
these sections of the society was taken forward
inany significant manner by such gestures. For
the prime minister and the ruling party wield-
ing all the powers, the ways and means are
many to uplift the poor and deprived sections.
Unfortunately, despite the change of several
governments in Independent India in its past 75
years, these segments remain mostly where they
were generations ago. The Global Hunger Index
2022 has ranked India so low- at 107 on a scale
of 121 nations. Overall too, less than 10 percent
of the population keeps with them 90 per cent
ofthe nation’s wealth through generations. The
ground realities —and not the Indian govern-
ment’s claims of the nation’s rise to being the
fifth largest economic power -- vouch for this.
Wealth for India is certainly not the problem,
but its concentration in a few hands is.

The government’s resort to such symbol-
isms might be viewed as a clever ploy to keep
social tempers under control by giving the poor
a feeling that they too have a stake in India’s
growth and prosperity. The poor caught in their
daily struggle for survival have neither the time
nor the inclination to see through such games.
They live on hope through generations, some
have risen absvc the poverty line by dent of
sheer hard work or by luck, but the rest are
condemned tc a life of slavery to the affluent

sections of society.

Constitution
diluted

Editor.

What happened in Tc-
langana in connection with
celebration of Republic Day
can be termed as dilution of
the Constitution and that by
the Chief Minister of a state
which is holding on to the
past after swearing in the
name of the Constitution
Such an act by the Chief
Minister is highly objection-
able and the High Court had
to intervene in the matter.
A few days ago, a rally was
organised where about five
lakh people panic pated and
fourchicfministers attended
without following Covid
protocols. To fulfil any polit-
ical aspiration, corstitutional
normsshould not be violated
such as the Tclanjana Chief
Minister not attending the
function at the Raj Bhavan.
Assembly elections are due
this year and such type of
politics being played is not
in good taste.

As far as dilution of the
Constitution is concerned
the present war of words
between the Supreme Court
and the Union Government
isan example. Thestatement
of Law minister, Kiren Rijiju
is not in good tiste when
he stated that government
is answ'crablc to the pub-
lic whereas supreme court
judges are free from any
accountability.

Recently similar Incidents
also happened in Tmiil Nadu
where the Constitution was
miserably diluted In Tamil

Nadu reports are emanat-
ing about the differences
between the Chief Minis-
ter and Governor, where
the latter unilaterally pro-
posed that the name Tamil
Nadu should be changed to
“Tamizhagam,’ because he
thinks it "a more appropriate
name.” The Governor has
also started using itin official
communications. Needless
to say. such impetuosity
lia> angcicd tile MLAs of
Tamil Nadu, a state in which
regional feelings arc very-
strong and which witnessed
anti-Hindi and anti-north
India agitations not very long
ago. It is gross misconduct
on the part of the Governor
to changc the name of the
state where he is expcctcd to
“preserve, protect and defend
the Constitution.” His deci-
sion was not just unilateral
but also against the express
wishes of a d. i

JANUARY 28. 2023

Capable people do
not need freebies

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

In understanding devel-
opment. there is something
called 'capability approach.”
The basic premise is that it
is the complete opposite of
"welfare approach.* In wel-
fare. the emphasis is on giv-
ing money or commodities
for uplifting of people with-
out knowledge o fthe ground
situation. For example, giv-
ing computers and bicycles
toall people without assess-
ing who needs a computer
and who needs a bicycle is
a blind intervention for de-
velopment. In capability, the
emphasis is on interventions
for the well-being o f people
by leveraging on their capa-
bilities and competencies. I
is about improvements
in well-being by factor-
ing and tapping into the
capability of a person
Forexample, do not give
rompnfi'r*; or hirycle*. In
everyone: rather, creatc
an enabling environment
and do assessment so that
those who know comput-
ers will open say a desk
(op publishing house and
those who know how to
ride a bicycle will stan a
home delivery business.

Although the capabil-
ity approach to devel-
opment can be traced
to contributions by Adam
Smith and Karl Marx: its
contemporary application is
credited to Amartya Sen. "The
central idea of the approach
is to build on capabilities
through an enabling and
nurturing environment so
that everyone can work on
their well-being. The world
at large has shifted from wel-
fare towards capability. But.
when itcomes to Meghalaya,
it isa matter of concern that
the political parties them-
selvesare still making people
‘slaves to welfare".

To stan with, the NPP's
FOCUS has totally lost its
link with capability. The
scheme is meant for fann-
ers to produce competitive
agricultural products and
increase income. The in-
herent nature and goal of
the scheme is good. But,
producing competitive prod-
ucts also requires proper
infrastructure for farming
and combined with a very
effective marketing network
maybe in a public-private
partnership mode. If the
farmers are notassured ofa
profitable market then they
would be de-motivatcd to

that he is working at the
instructions of the BJP. The
country had already wit-
nessed such conflicts in West
Bengal and we also see such
newsemanating from Kerala
where there was tussle be-
tween the Governorand Vice
Chancellors of universities
Such actions tarnish the im-
age of the country. This year
we have to be more vigilant
as the G- 20 confcrencc will
be held in India and various
programmes in this regard
will be held across the coun-
try. Such undemocratic steps
will be highlighted by the
foreign media. Hence gov-
ernors and chicf ministers
should come to the negoti-
ating table and solve mat-
ters amicably. The DMK's
reaction is on expected lines.
Senior leader TR Baalu said,
“He (Ravi] makes statements
that are factually incorrect

clectcd Government. A press
communique released by
the Governor's House said
“There has been regres-
sive politics with the wrong
habit of refusing everything
that benefits all' sections of
people including academi-
cians, blindly for their own
interests, claiming that tic
state is not integrally part of
India.” That may be correct,
but is it the job of the Gov-
ernor to reform the politics
in the state? And even if a
Governor wants to do some-
thing that may be deemed as
political, should he or she
do that without taking the
Governmentof the state into
confidence?

A Governor should not
convey the wrong message

and
The consequences are also
not unexpected: a Constitu-
tional logjam in the state.
On the basis o fthe above
instances we can say thatall
the concerned should refrain
from diluting the Constitu-
tion.
Yours etc.,
Yash Pal Ralhan.
Via email

Advice for
LPG users

Editor.

Itis no denying that LPG
cylinder liave reived Un-
people well. The Govern-
ment of India classifies it
as an explosive and it falls

produce. Also, production
would be impossible in the
absence of inigation facili-
ties. approach roads, quality
checks and packaging help.
The outcome is that instead
ofimproving the capabilities
of the farmers. FOCUS has
turned into a men: freebie
due to bad judgement by
the government. It has been
turned into a welfare gim-
mick. The ground reality is
that the money is being used
for all other purposes apart
from fanning. It s a vicious
cycle with no end. Tltc fann-
ers who went to the FOCUS
public meetings recently did

so with only oic objective in
mind  to gaii: access to free
and unaccoumablc cash. The
spirit of the farmer is killed
and the essence o fcapability
forwcll-beingsilently laid to
rest. The main culprit here is
the MDA government.

The case of TMC Megha-
laya is equally intriguing.
The WE (woncn empower-
ment) and MYE (Meghalaya
youth empowerment) cards
promisesa monthly financial
return to wotrcn and unem-
ployed youth if it comes to
power. It is true that such
schemes arc also practiced
in other courtrics. In fact,
literature shows that this
concept is me-stly prevalent
in developed countries. But
here lies the difference. In
those countries it is known
as social sccirity scheme or
unemployment allowance
Had the same nomenclatures
been used here in Meghalaya
too. then it would not have
been too much of a prob-
lem. Openly claiming that it
would provide employment
and create opportunities is
misleading. This is because
money is not ihe only factor
for well-being. A dynamic

under Explosive Acts. By
law LPG cylinders should
be home delivered but in
most cases this is violated
and people ax* expected to
pick them up from a ccrtain
pointwhere the truck loaded
with LPG halts. The gas has
no smell but scientists who
pul safety before everything
else put a chemical methyl
mcrcaptan or methancthiol
which is a colourless flam-
mable gas with a distinct
odour like rotien eggs. When
there is leakage, the smell
prompts intelligent users to
switch oftthe regulator, take
the cylinder into the open
and call the agency to have it
replaced. Tlicagency cannot
repair the regulator as it is
unlawful and deals with the
valve. Itis heard from sonic
that the rubber seal as well
is attempted lo be replaced.
The duty of LPG users is to
have the cylinder replaced
and agencies arc equipped
with a manometer to check
leakage.

One suggestion while
picking up a cylinder is to
choose the ncvly red painted
ones over these old dccolo-
niscd ones. We can’t depend
on the bottling plants that
bottle lakhs of cylinders per
day to be centpercent inves-
tigative and perfect. While
collecting the cylinder, be
ready with a little drop of
water. The distributor will
be too happy to open the
cork to let the consumer put
sonic drops of water on the
body of the cylinder. Ifthere
arc bubbles in the water the
distributor siould replace
it with a safe one. But it is
not known if the defective

ecosystem is required for
employment. In fact, many
youth arc unemployed not
because of lack of money;
rather, the lack of a robust
investment environment,
marketing problems, poor
drive and motivation. In
most likelihood, the TMC
cards will only result in
localised inflation if it is not
matchcd with an increase
in production of goods and
services. The economics is
simple. When you give free
money to many but the sup-
ply of goods in the market
remains the same, the result
is inflation

Amidst all this, the truth
is that the political parties of
Meghalaya are destroying
the positive and hardworking
mind-set of the people. In-
stead of looking into well-bc-
ing through capabilities, the
emphasis is still on welfare
To many, a party candidate
who can give money is good
and vice versa. T his chronic
cancer is eating into the
psyche of the society. Wel-
fare mind-set rules the roost.
Asa result, the people have
become less competitive,
more lethargic, poor future
outlook and with uncertain
career planning. In the niral
arcas of Meghalaya, many
parents arc questioning as
to why they should be send-
ing their children to school?
They sec no point. The real
reason for this is that wc are
not looking to build on the
capabilities of the students.
Till today, the thinking is I
go toschool so tliat | can find
a good job', when in truth
school and education as a
whole is meant for building
the capabilities, confidcnce
and personality o f the youth
This will make them capable
ofdoing things on theirown

cylindersarc marked. Mark-
ing helps the bottling plants
to junk the cylinder when it
reaches them.

Unfortunately consum-
ers are too happy just to get
their quota o fcylinder, after
which they hire a taxi and on
reaching home if they find
the cylinder leaking would
have to hire another cab to
return the leaked cylinder
Hence consumers have to
s[>cnd almost about Rs 1800
on the single cylinder.

Few years ago. a particu-
lar Deputy Commissioner.
East Khasi Hills was far-
sighted enough to see the
problems and passed an
orderto localise the consum-
ers vis-a-vis agency. For
example, ISBT Mawiong
agency cannot supply to
Madanrting. | wonder if this
order still stands or has been
rescinded

Last but not least, the
stove, the regulatorand tubc(
which should be rubber not
plastic should have the 1SI
(Indian Standard Industries)
marking. Unfortunately, the
government of the day is
never serious on this main
requirement and unmindful
consumers who want the
best and safest and don't
compromise on the cost arc
always heavily duped. It is
high time the Lok Adalat is
revived to save unmindful
consumers from companies
diat try to dupe them. With
genuine 1S1 parts the con-
sumer is guaranteed safety
and we will not hear tragic
news of loss of lives due to
gas explosions.

In the beginning o £2022.
we heard ofthe Lunimawbah

It is of grave concem that
the people at large arc not
looking at capability and
well-being and pushing the
governments to act as such.
On the other hand, the politi-
cal panics make merry of this
fact and take full advantage
of it come every election.

In Meghalaya, the solu-
tions for well-being through
capabilitiesdevelopmentarc
not difficult to fathom. This
is because much has notbeen
done on these grounds. Gov-
ernment jobs arc still there.
However, there is a need
to look beyond MPSC. For
example, the UPSC and SSC
recruitmentsarc continuous.
If we look towards these

opportunities many of the
youth would find employ-
ment. What is needed is
a systematic intervention
of coaching centres so
Ihat ihcy »n* i*mpnwketreyl
to break through these
competitive examinations.
If this intervention is too
much for the government,
then a scheme of public-
privatc partnership can
help. There are many good
teachers in Shillong who
can help build competitive
capabilities. In one discus-
sion, a state government
ofllcer stated that if the
villagers o f Meghalaya were
given water and roads then
they would have more agri-
cultural produce which can
be marketed for their better
livelihoods. He is absolutely
right! Ifonly the MDA gov-
ernment would FOCUS on
this. The other areas are
sports development to really
tap into thceapabiliticsofthc
sports persons. A state uni-
versity so that the many tliat
deserve good and affordable
education can realise their
true potential, ctc. Yes, not to
forget the actual tourism po-
tential that can be achieved
through better planning and
strict implementation ofbc3t
practices through (at least)
some regulations.

Inthe end, as perobserva-
tions itis found that the quan-
tum of freebies has gone up
in 2023 as compared to 2018.
The stakes are higher now.
But. the good thing is that the
voices o fopposition to elec-
tion freebies have also in-
creased. Isitenough to make
a differcncc? Nve will come
to know on March 2, 2023.
(The writer teaches at
NEHU: Email - benjami-
n2tin@yahoo.co,In)

fire incident. Fortunately,
there were no lossoflives. In
November last in Mookyn-
dur, two little children per-
ished in a fire involving gas
explosion and very recently
at Mawbah, two precious
lives were lost. These trag-
edies keep repeating but the
governmento fthe day never
cares to do a post-morteni
to find out the cause of fire
and to raise awareness and
oiganisc woikshops to save
lives. It would appear that
human life today is of no
worth at all.

Until 2019 we heard of
the sales managers of In-
danc organising a 2- month
long workshop on safety of
gas usage but few attended.
Educating the users is the
prerogative of the govern-
ment

In big cities piped sup-
ply of LPG has made life
comfortable and safer for
consumers. All that the con-
sumer needs to do is use
the mobile phone to call
the company saying he/
she needs LPG refilling. A
few minutes later there is a
response from the company.
Ofcourse, we cannot cxpeci
this to happen in our state
even in the next century.
Hence wc should adopt safer
measures while handling
LPG cylinders.

Yoursctc.,
W. Passah.
Nongkrem

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
ihc views of the >vriccrV
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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‘Mood ofthe nation’ survey forecasts
third term of Narendra Modi

Projections are far
from the ground

political reality in 2023
By Sttshil Kutty

The results of yet an-
other “Mood of the Nation®
survey isout and the sum-
mary is. if elections were
held today, the Bharatiya
Janata Paly will rule again
That is standard gravy for
those on the BJP gravy-
train. Doesn't matter that
the hostage media no mat-
ter what the truth will jump
to do the BJP's bidding, and
predict to keep Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi happy.
So. the day after Modi told
BJP leaders to fan out and
become friends with
Muslims, also to I
not speak "ill”
of films, the so-
called ‘Godi Me-
dia’ were falling
over praising
the Prime
Minister's
Muslim out-

the BJP

Modi is in fora surprise
in 2024. The 'Mood of the
Nation' survey of the Modi-
friendly media house that
carricd out the "Mood of
the Nation” survey, jumped
the gun. Chances are Modi
would face a Hindutva
backlash if he gets too over
the top with his Pasmanda
outreach. The Pasmanda

themselves wouldn't
rcciprocate with
the same Modi
zeal and fervour.

And the pollster

conducted
the polling
before the

Modi The
Question®
documenta-
ry pole-axed
‘Modi-thc-
Vishwagu-
'

With the
impressions
of Gujarat
2002 resur-
rected in

the India of

2023. the

poll cal-

culations

need to

be looked

afresh. And

the rami-
fications

of “India

The Modi
Question* is
only beginning
to unfold. More
questions would
be asked and the
answerscould be
unsettling. The
‘mood of the
nation'says the

BJPwill win 284
seats ifelections were held
today. The Congress camp
will bag 191 seats.

W hat has excited ihe
BJP is the “revelation” that
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi with a 72 percent
rating remains the No.1
popular leader. And Rahul
Gandhi lags by a distance
despite the Bharat Jodo Ya-
tra. As many as 37 percent
respondents said Bharat
Jodo Yatra would not help
Rahul against Modi. Who
arc these naysayers?

The survey says the
Modi government's big-
gest achievement is the
“handling of the Covid-19
pandemic”, followed by
the abrogation of Article
370. There's a lesson there
for Modi: If he wants to
win 400+ scats in 2024. he
cannot look less Hindutva
than he was in 2014. and
in 2019. The Frankenstein
the BJP created, and Modi
nurtured, will bite where it
hurts most.

Modi is risking his ac-
ceptability with a large
chunk of his dichard sup-
porters. The sccular-strcak
ihcy sec in him is eroding
support. Modi appears be
blind to the risk he is taking
The hardcore are shifting lo
monk Yogi Adityanath who
has no illusions of becom-
ing “Vishwaguru*

The belief is gaining
ground thal Prime Min-
ister Narcndra Modi will
do anything for universal
acccptance. Ile wants to be
remembered asa statesman
in the mould ofJawaharlal
Nehru. And for that lie is
not trusted by a large sec-
tion ofthose who voted him
in 2014. and in 2019.

The "Mood of tlic Na-
tion” survey didn't ask the
right questions because
unseen happenings over-
took everyone involved.
The documentary ‘The
Modi Question'hasn't left
the Pasmanda Muslims
All brands of

M.

%

question s
who is the

hypocrite,

the Prime

Minis- f]

ter or the

mainstream

media? Con-

trast Modi’s

diktat to the

likes of Uttar

Pradesh Chicf
Minister Yogi
Adityanath. and
Madhya Pradesh
Home M inisier
Narrotairi Mishra

on Bollywood

films, wiih his \] t*
response to

the BBC doc-

mentary India: The Modi
Question”.

It is okay for Modi if
the Shahrukh Khan film
'Pathaan’demoni/e s the In-
dian Army and humanizes
the notorious Pakistani spy
agency ISI. In the movie
Pathaan, played by SRK,
collaborates with an ISI
agent, played by Dccpika
Padukone, to save India
from the nachinationsofa
rogue RAW agent, an ex-
Indian Army officer Param
VirChakra. played by John
Abraham, who wants to
drop a ‘smallpox bomb*
on Delhi

Question is, how did
ihe Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) al-
low such a negative por-
trayal of the Indian Anny
to go unchallenged? And to
think, theentire pre-release
brouhahawasover the *Ue-
sharam Rang’ofDeepika's
bikini!

The lidian Army can
be besmirched, its honour
guillotined at the altar of
Bollywood succcss. and
BJP'sout"each to Pasmanda
Muslims, but whena Con-
gress leader asks lor prool
of the 2016 surgical strike,
the Congress is branded
anti-Indian Army!

The electronic media
docs not see the double
standards o f the Modi gov-
ernment, and Ihat of the
Bharatiyj. Janata Party, the
party steeped in hypocrisy,
its nationalistic bombast to
getboth gullible and funda-
mentalist Lindus to vote for
the BJP .vith the promise
to resurrect Hindu temples
from the nether world, and
enact UCC and NRC. and
the CAA

A different genre of
promiseswill be held forth
to the Pasmanda, and then
forgotici at the altar of
expediency. BJP spokes-
person Sambit Patra. who
would say anything to help
improve the Prime Minis-
ter's image, tweeted theac-

i fthe Modi
governmentand demanded
That Mod be given another
term. no. acknowledging
that the Hindu hordes who
voted Modi in 2014 did it
for purely Hindu objec-
tives. IfModijettisons Hin-
du denia»ds for Pasmanda
appeasement, it won't help

Muslims everywhere have
been jolted back to 2002.
1fPrime Minister Narcndra
Modi continues to live in
his "Vishwaguru' castle, he
will find himself c.isllcd in
this game o fchess in which
he thinks he is grandmaster,
(/PA Service))
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Gandht’

S Image

under scrutiny

ohandas Karamchand “Mahatma” Gandhi

remains, even 75 years after his assassina-

tion. au.tcful symbol for many in India. For
secularists, the leader of the country's independence
movement represents an imagined India of the past.
For the currentgovernment, he is a means by which
it can soften its international image

In his 2002 essay, academic Ashis Nandy, men-
tioned four versions of Gandhi, who led India's
move from Bri'ish colony to independent nation

The first is the Gandhi of the Indian state and of
official Indian nationalism. The second is a puri-
tanical and sontbre figure, apolitical and dependent
on state funding, the subject of university seminars
debating: “What would Gandhi do?"

The third is the “Gandhi of the ragamuffins”, op-
posing mechanisation, large-scale development and
a high-consumption cconomy. The fourth is Gandhi
the non-violent revolutionary, a worldwide phenom-
enon. influcntu.l in movements but no longer feared
by tyrants, nor taken seriously by the left.

Over the pasttwo decadcs, however, Gandhi and
his legacy have taken a thorough beating.

Reappraisals of Gandhi arc. admittedly, long
overdue. Titles such as “Mahatma” ("high soulcd”
or “venerable" in Sanskrit) and “Father of the Na-
tion” have worn thin since his death, as new events
in India and worldwide that brought new scrutiny
to his life, work and politics

Some of these seem far-fetched, for example
equating Gandhi with Osama bin Laden and global
jihadists on th; grounds that they were similarly
based on a “sacrificial huinanitarianism”. Specu-
lations about his sexuality provoked a debate
about his supposed “celibacy”. In the aftermath
of the AMcToo movement, his strange practice of
sleeping next to naked young women was openly
discussed.

The rise of truch-pcrsecutcd Dalit people (previ-
ously known as untouchables) in political and intel-

lectual spaces over the past two decades has given
rise to trenchant criticisms of Gandhi s com plicity
in the preservation of castc dominance, and the
hypocrisy in his stands repeatedly that favoured
the preservation of castc over justice and emanci-
pation. Economist and politician Bhimrao Ramji
“Babasaheb” Ambcdkar's evisceration of Gandhi's
politics is now more widely known and accepted
than ever before.

Of those images of Gandhi named in the essay,
some arc now seen as enemies of the vision of
progress of India's current prime minister, Narcndra
Modi. Others have been refined to sit comfortably
within the cultural nationalism of Hindutva, the
project of creating a constitutional Hindu state and
institutionalising its version of Hindu culture and
social order in contradiction to Gandhi’s vision of
a multi-faith nation.

Those using Gandhi's methods of potest are now
likely to be labelled “urban Naxal”. a Hindutva
shorthand for intellectuals and activists involved
in struggles of the rural poor, and have draconian
legal charges slapped on them.

Gandhi's international influence and reputation
is now much diminished. Gandhi's use of racist
words for black Africans has fuelled righteous
outrage against him

Malawi's government stopped construction of
a Gandhi statue after these accusations, though
pressure from Modi's government resulted in the
completion of the statue later

In Ghana. Gandhi's statue was pulled down.
Black Lives Matter movements in the US and in
the UK also branded him a racist, and called for
removal of his statues

HOW MODI USES GANDHI

The most far-reaching bid to move India away
from the nation that Gandhi imagined has come from
India's ruling Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) and its

parent organisation, the Rasluriya Swayamscvak
sangh (RSS). The RSS was briefly banned after
Gandhi's killing for its involvement in the crime
It espouses a violent communal polarisation with
an anti-minority politics, and several episodes of
mob lynching with impunity, have been the fertile
ground for its rise.

While Gandhi emphasised truth, fake news has
been has been used to mobilise mass support for
Hindutva. The RSS also tries to quote Gandhi in
support of their political approach.

However. Hindutva organisations organise tab-
leaux annually to re-enact the assassination on
January 30 1948. Those elements of the RSS who
supported “Gandhian socialism” are in political
hibernation

Modi, the Hindutva state and the new official
nationalism, though, still need Gandhi. Under
Modi's modernisation fetish, major Gandhian
ashrams, like Sabarmati. have been given such a
tourist-friendly facelift, seemingly stripped of all
historical gravitas.

Modi launched his Swachh Bharat [or Clcan
India] campaign using Gandhi as the logo. Home
minister Amit Shah claims that Modi is Gandhi's

Jacinda Ardern'’s resignation: Gender & the
toll of strong, compassionate leadership

£ £ Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown”, wrote
Shakespeare, way back in the 1500s. It's not
a new idea that top-level leadership jobs are
intensely stressful and pose a heavy toll. Extended
periods of stress are known to put people at risk
of burnout

Yet probabl> few of us can ever grasp just how
unrelentingly demanding and difficult leading a
country actually is. Especially in times of crisis
and with our modern media and online environment,
every statement and every move a leader makes is
subject to extensive scrutiny and commentary

Increasingly a troubling feature of the commen-
tary about New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern has been its abusive, violent, sexist and
misogynistic tenor.

While she has not focused on this as a reason
for her decision to resign yesterday, being targeted
in this way, and knowing her partner and even her
child were also targeted, must surely have made an
already difficult job so much more challenging.

Crises, kindness and courageous decisions
Crises have long been understood as the most
intensive tests ofa leader's skill and character. They
involve making weighty decisions, at times about
matters that quite literally have life and death im-
plications. Decisions have to be made at speed, but
often with instfficicnt information to confidently
predict the consequences of the choices made.

Ardern’'s premiership has thrown crisis after
crisis her way. And time and time again, she has
displayed a strength of character and considerable
leadership skil s in responding to them

Her handling of the Christchurch terror attacks
won global admiration for her composure, com pas-
sion and decis ve resolve to ensure such heinous
acts could not be repeated here.

Her response to the W hakaari W hite Island erup-
tion garnered similar praise, showing yet again her
intuitive grasp that a leader offering support to
those caught up in such a distressing event actu-
ally makes a difference. That Ardcrn has sought to
combine compassion and kindness with the cour-
age to make tough decisions is a key feature of
her style

Unrealistic expectations of a leader

Throughout he pandemic. Arden has repeatedly
proved her willingness to make courageous deci-
sions. Combined with her prowess at mobilising
the public’s understanding and support for the
government’'s COVID response, this was critical

to the success of the elimination strategy. Many
lives and livelihoods have been saved due to her
leadership

When Delta and then Omicron emerged, Ard-
ern sought to continually adapt the government’s
policies to a changing context. W hile tenacity and
resilience may number among her many strengths,
dogmatism is not one of her weaknesses

Ofcourse notall decisions proved to be optimal
expecting them to be so would be wildly unrealistic.
Some of her decisions have sparked astrong nega-
tive response. But it’s foolish to expect perfection
from leaders, and the job unavoidably means making
tough calls not everyone will agree with

Rise in sexist and mysogynisfie abuse
No leader is omnipotent, cspcciall) in a democ-
racy and in a globally interconnected world.
The latest crisis Ardcrn has been grappling with

the cost of living is in large measure driven by
global forces far beyond the control of any New
Zealand prime minister. New Zealand's situation is
better than many other countries, but unfortunately
for Ardcrn this holds little sway for some people

The reality, then, is that her growing unpopularity
has in part been rooted in people having unrealistic
expectations of what leaders can and can't actually
do. and needing someone to blame. But there's also
no getting away from the fact that far too much of
the criticism dircctcd at her has been coloured by
sexist and misogynistic attitudes

There's a continuum in how this is expressed. It
starts with one C word - Cindy  which is a sex-
ist attempt to belittle her authority and status as
an adult woman who is the elected leader of our
country.

It ends with the other C word. Research by the
Disinformation Project shows its usage is enmeshed

(S1X)

true modern manifestation.

Modisupports the construction of Gandhi statues
worldwide. At the UN, Modi said he represented
the land of Gandhi, claiming that erecting a bust
at the LN headquarters was a matter or pride for
all Indians.

Modi's Gandhian paradox is that the only Gandhi
he wants to assimilate into his project is a Gandhi
shorn o:* his core beliefs, principles and modes of
political action

Is the influence of Gandhi's ideals finished
then? Not quite. Activists from the anti-Citizenship
Amendment Act movement (an attempt by Modi to
end Muslims' constitutional equality with Hindus)
claimed to be follow Gandhian principles of popu-
lar protest. The farmers' movement against M odi’s
plans to give corporations power over Indian ag-
riculture also tried to mobilise Gandhi’s legacy to
their cause.

Perhaps, with the benefit of hindsight, there is
a clearer picture now of the man. stripped of much
of the myth and mystique. A resource for many
social irovements forging alternative ways to meet
contemporary challenges

(The Conversation)

Jacinda Kate Laurel! Ardern
was sworn in as the 40th Prime
Minister of New Zealand on
October 26,2017. She became
the world's youngest female head
of government at age 37. Ardern
gave birth to her daughter on June
21,2018, making her the world's
second elected head of government
to give birth while in office after
former Pakistan Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto. Following the
unopposed election of Chris Hipkins
as her successor, she submitted her
resignation as Prime Minister
on January 25,2023.

within a wider discourse that denigrates other as-
pects of her identity as a woman and extends to
fantasising about her rape and death.

This kind of behaviour is simply inexcusable. It
should fee to New Zealand's eternal shame that Ard-
ern has been subjected to this. It cannot be justified
by arguing her policies have been controversial and
she “deserves* this abuse: that line of reasoning
simply replicates the defence long used by rapists
and domestic abusers.

Ardern is New Zealand’s third woman prime
minister. The glass ceiling for that role is well and
truly bnken. We now also have equal representa-
tion of women within parliament. But the sexist and
misogynistic nature of so much of the criticism and
abuse directed at Ardcrn also shows wc arc a very
long way from having equal treatment of women
in leadership.

(The Conversation)
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Teaching the Holocaust through literature

survey commissioned in
2019 revealed the shock-
ing result that over half of

Britons did not know that at least
six millions Jews had been mur-
dered during the Holocaust

This result was all the more
surprising given the fact that the
Holocaust, as a topic, has been
part of the national curriculum
in England and Wales since its
creation in 1991

The 2014 iteration of the na-
tional curriculum has the Holo-
caust as a firm part of key stage
3 history compulsory for all Il
to 14-year-olds in state schools
Additionally, many secondary
school pupils may encounter the
Holocaust as a topic in English or
religious education lessons.

However, research into what
school pupils in England know
about the Holocaust shows that
they lack knowledge about its
context. They may know bare
facts  ghettos, deportations,
concentration camps - but arc less
clear on the ideology that led to
the rise of the Nazis and the Ho-
locaust in the firs place. I'upils
may not be clear vhat exactly it
is they need to take away from
those lessons and how they can
be relevant to their contemporary
lives

For instance, it is important
to understand how politicians
sought to gain popolar support by
blaming minorities such as Jewish
people for all the ills Germany
experienced after ihe first world
war. Relentless anti-Jcwish pro-
paganda was used .o indoctrinate
the general population

It is for this reason that lit- novels, factual
erature can be a meaningful ad- overwhelming.
ditional teaching tool, not only Sometimes,

bestselling books
on the Holocaust,

books can be When Hitler Stole Pink Kaltbit
One example is Judith Kerr’s
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit

such as John

Four books to help young people gain deeper understanding of the systematic, state-sponsored
persecution and murder of 6 million European Jews by the Nazi German regime and its allies

ANN E
FRANK

The Diary of a Young Girl

With on introduction by Eleanor Roosevelt

falsehoods about Jews. As such, it
is an excellent though hard-hit-
ting way to introduce a younger

is. however, vital that even young
readers arc made aware of the fact
that the Franks werc eventually

ences of being deported from his
home town of Sighet in what is
now Romania, first to Auschwitz
and from there to Buchenwald.

W icscl lost his father, mother
and youngest sister in the Holo-
caust and dedicated his life to
Holocaust education.

He was awarded the Nobel
Prize for Pcacc in 1986. If any-
body plans to read just one book
on the Holocaust, it should prob-
ably be this one

Maus

Some young readers might
be reluctant to read such hard-
hitting accounts by witnesses and
survivors of the Holocaust. They
might be persuaded to engage
with the topic, though, through
Art Spiegelman’s seminal graphic
novel Maus.

Spicgciman's book recounts
the story of his father Viadck and
mother Anja, who both survived
Nazi concentration camps. He
uses the imagery of an animal
fable by depicting his Jewish
characters as mice who arc chased
by the Nazi cats

W hile this is potentially a
distancing device to soften the
impactof his illustrations, it also
helps Spicgciman to pass critical
comments on the Nazis' notorious
attempts to classify people into
strictly segregated groups.

Maus made it back into the
bestseller lists in January 2022
when a County School Board in
Tennessee controversially banned
it from its classrooms and librar-
ies. Censorship is not yet a thing
of the past and it is, maybe,
especially the people making
decisions about education who
ought to read these texts.

in schools but also for everybody
interested in the events leading up
to the Holocaust

Literature can broaden hori-
zons and deepen knowledge. It
can offer different perspectives,
often in the same narrative; it
teaches us empathy but it can
also help us to acquire facts and
additional knowledge

However, the sheer number
of books on the Holocaust
survivor accounts, biographies.

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

Boyne's The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas (2006) or Heather Mor-
ris' The Tattooist of Auschwitz
(2018). lack the factually correct
underpinning that is nccessary to
make them a good way to learn
about the history.

It is consequently vital to find
books that meaningfully intro-
duce their readers to the topic and
that provide carefully researched
historical context.

‘Star

(1971) which is based on Kerr’s
own childhood cxpericrec.

It is the story of 9-ycar-old
Jewish girl Anna who has a happy
childhood in Germany until the
day her father, wanted by the Na-
zis, has to leave the country

Anna’s subsequent narrative
outlines the repressions affecting
Jewish life on a daily basis. She
encounters public events such as
the staged book burnings and the
daily propaganda that perpetuated

Gazing’
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readership to the prejudices and
reprisals Jews were increasingly
subjected to in Nazi Germany

The Diary of a Young Girl

Anne Frank's The Diary of a
Young Girl (1947) is probably the
one Holocaust book most people
have heard of. It charts the two
years Anne and her family spent
in hiding in Amsterdam

The book is often praised for its
positive and hopeful message. It

discovered by the Nazis, deported
to Auschwitz and from there to
Bergen-Belsen. where Anne tragi-
cally died in early 1945.

Night

Survivor accounts are gener-
ally the best way to learn about
the Holocaust.

Older teenagers could tcad
Elic Wiesel’s outstanding Night
(1958). It describes, in a dispas-
sionate voice, Wiescl’s experi-

Using literature as a tool to
augment Holocaust teaching in
secondary schools might be a
good way to further pupils’ learn-
ing and understanding not just of
the Holocaust, but of the ideolo-
gies, populism and propaganda
that lay behind it and how to
identify similar narratives that
are, worryingly. on the rise again
in the world around them.

(The Conversation)
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alakrishna Vithaldas Doshi. who was the
B first Indian to bag the Pritzkcr Prize, con-

sidered architecture’s highest honour, has
passed away leaving behind irreplaceable void in
architecture industry

Born on August 26. 1927 in Pune. Doshi. who
right from childhood was interested in arts, got
admission in the SirJJ School of Arts in Mumbai.
Later, he came in contact with France's leading ar-
chitect Lc Corbusier, who played a very important
role in carving, channelising and exploring Doshi’s
skill right in India

Le Corbusier assigned him to direct the planning
and architecture work of Sarabhai Vila. Sodhan
Villa, Ahmcdabad Textile Industries Research As-
sociation building.

Doshi's architecture is seen in some of the most
iconic buildings in India, including the Indian Insti-
tutes of Management in Bengaluru and Udaipur, the
National Institute of Fashion Technology in Delhi,
along with the Amdavad ni Gufa underground gal-
lery , the Centre for Environmental Planning and
Technology, the Tagore Memorial Hall, Institute
of Indology and Premabhai Hall, and the private
residence Kamala House - all in Ahmcdabad.

The Padma Bhusan awardee had also received
the RIBA Gold medal

Apart_from his international fame as an ar-
chitect. Doshi is equally known for having been

(BVDoshi. inset, and one o f
the buildings he designed)

an educator and institution builder. He was the
founding director of the School of Architccturc.
Ahmcdabad (1962-72), founding director of the
School of Planning (1972-79), founding dean of
the Centre for Environmental Planning and Tech-
nology (1972 81). founding member of the Visual
Arts Centre. Ahmcdabad. and founding director of
the Kanoria Centre for Arts, Ahmcdabad.

Doshi was instrumental in establishing the na-
tionally - jnd internationally = known research
institute Vtstu-Shilpa Foundation for Studies and
Research in Environmental Design. The institute
has performed pioneering work in low-cost housing
and city planning. He is noteworthy for his pio-
neering work on low-incomc housing, and for his
designs that incorporate concepts of sustainability
in innovative ways.

Remembering Doshi's service in conceptualising
institutes, Utpal Sharma, director Nirma University.
Ahmecdabad said, "Doshi had supported the Lalbhai
family in setting School of Architecture (Formerly
Centre for Environment Planning and Technology)
1962. he h.d also headed School Planning

Sharma shared his rich experience with Doshi
and said: "He guided me to set up the Faculty of
Architcctuic and Planning at Nirma University.”

Doshi b*cathcd his last on Tuesday morning
and was cremated in Ahmcdabad later in the day.
(1ANS)
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“Nothing recedes like success. ™

—Walter Winchell
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Yatri’s hour of triumph
RAHUL Gandhi and the Congress Party have
achieved what they attempted at and in a spec-
tacular manner. He has raised the National Flag
at Lai Chowk in Srinagar, Kashmir, after braving
several odds and a punishing schedule through
his Bharat Jodo Padayatra lasting nearly five
months at a stretch. At age 52, Rahul Gandhi has
demonstrated that he’s notonly young enough to
take up the challenging task but also resolute in
making itagrand success. At the start o fthe ya-
tra in September from Kanyakumari, many had
wondered whether he was cut out for this task.
The huge public response to the yatra through
12 states showed the ground-level might of the
Congress even in its post-2014 slumber. A new
life has been injected into the rank and file of

the Congress.

Those who aspired to write off this tricolour
behemoth - in terms of its reach across the na-

tion

arc sadly mistaken. Clearly, tho fight at

the hustings next year would not be a cakewalk
for the BJP ’hough Modi might still have the
last laugh. Across states, the Bharat Jodo Yatra

received a ciphoric welcome, dismissing ini

assessments that this could be limited to the
South where the BJP was not amajor force. But,
even the rally’s culmination in Kashmirshowed
a surge that >vasa revelation in itself. The idea
of ‘knitting India’at a time when divisive and
communal forces were majorly at play has obvi-
ously impressed the people. This must send out
the right signals to the BJP and the hard-core
communalists that the way to exist in India is to
co-exist, live in harmony and spread the message

of brotherhood.

Rahul Gandhi, on his part, seemed to enjoy
every moment in this long schedule. Such was
the warmth -vith which the people urged him

on. He mixed with the hoi polloi

sat at road-

side tca-stalls, communicated with the people
around and had a feel ofthe people's pulse, their
struggles in life. This for him was a discovery of
the real India, though far less from the manner
that Mahatma Gandhi perfected himself as a
leader. Wher. India celebrated its Independence
at the midnight hour, the Mahatma was walking
in the slums of Noakhali, Bengal, extinguishing
the fires of communal fury. By contrast, most
politicians drunk with power today revel only
at ‘exhorting’ the people from public platforms
or at engaging in cat-fights with rival shades.
Dressed in spotless white, these bores are a
class apart and have no real ‘conncct’ with the
people, whom they simply “lead” up the gar-
den path. The nation deserves a better class of

politicians.

1
Stop noise,
drinks, and

vulgarity

during Pujas

Editor,

Apropos the letters by
Salil Gewali, “Criticism
against vulgar entertainment
during pujas” (ST January
12. 2023) and rejoinders
such as * “No More Wild
parties on Christmas” by
Robert Lyngdoh, "Religious
leadersand CPC should take
initiative" By Rupcsli Nath. 1
also want to cxp-css through
this daily my disappointment
with Durga puja organiz-
ers and facilitaiors. In this
regard. 1 wish to recall my
ordeal while going around
some pandals in the year
2019. My close friend and 1
were on fast on the 7th day
of Navaratra which wc keep
every year. Wc both dccided
to visit a few nearby puja
pandals in the evening. Full
of cxcitement we set out
on the journey for Goddess
Durga's darshai at around
8.30 pm. People were all in
a festive mood aid wc were
happy. Initially, wc were
not aware that three boys,
who 1 believe .vcre partly
drunk, were chasing us from
one pandal. They were also
teasing us. |became aware of
what they were up to. They
followed us from pandal to
pandal. Realizing the spooky
situation. 1 sought the help
of a gentleman on the road
who was with his wife and
children. Thank God, that
person scolded those hoys
and chascd them away. Wc

thanked that person and his
wife.

Co-incidcntally what
again terrified us was when
wc witnessed the drunken
brawls outside another puja
pandal. 1fnot for the policc.
the situation at that time
would have turned violent.
We found it very difficult to
reconcile with what we cx-
pected from the puja pandal
and what | witnessed. My
inside strongly revolted. Wc
both felt deeply distressed
and returned home. Sincc
then we have not visited a
single puja pandal till date.

I'am disclosing this inci-
dent for the first time through
this daily. After reading so
many rejoinders to Gewali's
letter. | felt that I should open
up people’s eyes and expose
those who arc responsible
and who do notknow the ex-
act meaning of puja. | believe
we should protest against the
increasing sacrilegious indul-
gences. 1 completely blame
the puja organizers who hold
such kinds of programs and
invite rowdy elements. They
cannot differentiate between
God and devil and they pro-
mote non-gt>dly activities
for entertainment. This all
liappencd because there is no
one to protest. My question to
the puja organizers and CPC
is would such godless things
and violcnce have happened
ifthere were BHAJANS and
KIRTANS instead of noisy
dance competitions? Without
any reservations, | have to
say that | have no respect for
such puja organizers. They
have gone against the objec-
tive behind the worship of
Goddess Durga.

Prior

At least one political party
the TMC has already an-
nounced its manifesto for the
upcoming elections and in
a few days from now many
more political parties will
make their agenda for the de-
velopmentof the state public.
The question that begs the
answer is whatarc the issues
in the state that require the
immediate attention of the
new government?
Youth and unemployment

In the state of Meghalaya,
the number one issue that
requires immediate attention
is unemployment, particu-
larly unemployment among
educated youths. In the few
months that this writer spent
visiting homes in both the
urtxmand niral arcaso f Jowai
town, it was found there is a
huge number of unemployed
youth in the area. A rough es-
timate is that there would be
between 3 to 4 unemployed
youth in one household in
the urban area and between
I to 2 educated unemployed
youths in the rural areas. This
calculation is gathered from
visiting the different localities
in the town and also the vil-
lages in the suburbs o fJowai
I admit that this calculation
is not accurate and a proper
survey is needed to arrive at
the correct number of unem-
ployed youth in the state but
it will not be wide off the
mark. The findings have no
doubt shocked me. The first
thing that the new govern-
ment needs to do when itas-
sumes office is to survey and
get the accurate number of
educated unemployed youths
in the state. Until and unless
the government has the cor-
rect numbers, it will be very
difficult if not impossible to
come up with a solution to
the problem.

Education as a Factor

Ifone only takes the num-
ber of students who passed
the annual secondary' school
leaving certificate (SSLC)
examination, the numbers are
startling. Every year between
thirty to forty thousand young
prople* — 1lvir SSI C i-vam-
ination and the same number
ofyoung people arc added to
the job market in the state. It
is therefore not wrong to say
that people’s ability to access
education is the factor that
contributes to the increasing
numbers of educated unem-
ployed youths in the state.
Today almost all secondary
schoolsare upgraded to high-
er secondary schools which
also helpsyoung people com-
plete higher secondary school
which would not have been
possible if the schools arc

Even during Saraswati
puja. Krishna Janmashtami,
and V'iswakamia puja they
celebrate puja with Bol-
lywood songs. Why does
the Central Puja Committee
(CPC) still not realize that
we arc falling from grace
in the eyes of other faiths.
Being a Hindu, my head
hangs in shame. Can anyone
quote from the sacred books
in which there is mention
that God will bless us all
when we celebrate the tiacred
days with noise, drinks, and
vulgarity? All should raise
a strong voice against such
sacrilegious puja. which is
an insult to God.
Yours etc.,
Usha Kakoti
Via email

Wrong Timing
for Tiling.

Hdilor.

We appreciate the pave-
ment tiling work presently
being done at Laitumkhrah
but is not the timing a little
off? The work could have
been earned out in Decem-
ber or early January when
wheeled traffic was less in-
stead of now when colleges
and schools are about to start
and main roads arc getting
more crowded by the day.
Pedestrians now have to
walk on the road itselfas the
pavements are blocked off
and with umpteen cars and
zooming two wheelers, wc
only hope it is not a disaster
waiting to happen.

Yours ctc..
JM Pui

Via email

ity Agenda for 2023

By 71/ Mohrmen

located in distant places. At
the college level too, young
people are able to graduate
from college because colleges
thatwere started by religious
organizations, trusts or com-
munities helped bring higher
education to ttic doorstep of
the people.
L'ncducated youth

There is abo a large num-
ber of youth who arc less
educated or young people
who arc not able to com-
plete their high school for
many reason*. It cannot be
denied that lockdown due to
COVID-19 pandemic is also
the cause of arge numbers
of students dropping out of
school. Through a prelimi-
nary interview with school
headmasters and teachers, it
is learnt that there is an un-
usual increase in the number
ofschool dropouts because o f
the lockdow ndue to COVID-
19 pandemic. Again it will
be interesting if a survey is
conducted to find out the
percentage of students who
dropped out of school due to
the pandemic. The pandemic
has no doub: created this
peculiar situaiion leading to
a high drop-out rate among
school children. No doubt
there arc large numbers of
uncducatcd ot less-cducatod
youth who arc unemployed
and the government needs to
survey to get the numbers of
youths in this category.

Multi-pronged approach

The new government will
be able to come up with a
solution to this vital problem
only after a proper survey is
done. Only th:n the govern-
ment will be fblc to get cor-
rect data on yorths o the state
who arc unemployed. There
cannot be just one solution
to a problem as complex as
the unemployment issue in
the state, and the solution to
the problem has to be multi-
pronged. Nov when people
talk about job creation it is
almost fashionable lo talk
about entrepreneurship, micro
small, and medium enterprise
(MSME) as if it is the only
thing tliat can save the state.
Some politicians have also
started talking about incuba-
tion or start-ip hubs where
new entrepreneurs would be
provided support and training
to start their enterprises. This
isone area thai the MDA had
tried its hand on

MDA government's

PRIME

Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance government under
the leadership of chicf min-

Stormy
parliament

session ahead!

Editor,

The last 3-4 parliament
sessions saw pandemonium
in both house* and the very
purpose of calling the ses-
sions is defeated. Whereas
India is the largestdemocracy
and other countries follow
the Indian democratic model
il appeals il.il Midi type
of ruckus will continue till
March 2024 when parliament
elections will bedeclared. So
we have to be prepared to sec
disruptions in parliament.

It is worth noting that
publicopinionis notinvolved
in the bills pa>sed by parlia-
ment. In this context I quote
the example of Pandit Jawa-
hartal Nehru who called the
joint Parliament Session to
discuss the Hindu Code Bill
and when on; of members
asked Nehru why he called
ajoint session when there is
no opposition to this bill, he
replied that in parliamentary
democracy public opinion’
will isa must otherwise de-
mocracy will iave no mean-
ing

Crude pricesarc risingand
has gone beyond the reach
of the common man. Itisin-
cumbent on ike government
to convince ihc opposition
panics lhat it is due to hike
in international crude prices
or whatever reasons. But the
sanctity of parliament must
be maintained It is expcctcd
from political parties that
they should net involve party
politics but should uphold
national interests above all

ister Conrad K. Sangma in
January 2020 launched a
new scheme to help promote
entrepreneurship known as
PRIME. PRIME which is an
acronym for Promotion and
Incubation of Market Driven
Enterprises was launched
purposely to support bud-
ding entrepreneurs with rel-
evant technology, skilling
and mentoring, marketaccess
and to even avail credit. The
main goal of PRIME is to
encourage the youths of the
state to look for other job
avenues and not to depend
on governmentjobs only and
more importantly to become
job creators.

Like many government
schemes, the impact of this
government flagship program
is not forthcoming. There are
many reasons why this project
has not achieved the expected
targets and the number one
reason is tlic paucity o ftime,
the program was launched
only in 2020. The number
two reason that the program
falls short of its target is tliat
not every youth can become
an entrepreneur.

skill Meghalnva
through MSSDS

Another important ap-
proach that the MDA govern-
ment initiated to help solve
the unemployment crisis in
the state is by skilling the
youths of the state. Megha-
laya State Skill Development
Society which is under the
department of labour initi-
ated a program called Skill
Meghalaya lastyear. MSSDC
is also unable to achicve the
expected goal because the
program was started very late
in the day. MSSDS under the
project Skill Meghalaya em-
paneled NGOs for providing
skill training to the youths
at the beginning of last year
only. NGOs were able to
start the training only in the
second part of last year. The
truth is it is also too early to
say if this government initia-
tive has helped in providing
the needed skill sets for tltc
young people of the state
to help them be gainfully
employed

MD.Vs F(K LSing
on the farmers

FOCUS isone schemc that
went off the target becausc
Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma was in a hurry. FO-
CUS which isan abbreviation
of Farmers* Collectivization
for Upscaling Production and
Marketing Systems is aimed
at supporting the farmers
to get them a good market

We have seen a lot ofdisrup-
tions in both the Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha as politi-
cal parties settled political
scores, without caring for
the national interests. Dur-
ing the last two sessions due
to disruptions in parliament
many important bills could
not be passed. It is expected
that these bills will be passed
in this session. Let us hope
that good wisdom will prevail
on parliament members and
p<tlly pnrty politics will hi'
keptaway by both the ruling
party aswell as by opposition
parties

I quote the expressions
expressed by late Prime Min-
ister Chandra Shekhar. "1fa
person wants toenter politics
then he/she must have to
maintain the habit o fexpress-
ing sorry for any act and as
well to say thanks." Much of
the ruckus in parliament is
because members don’t say
sorry when they have broken
the protocol of the House.
During the tenure of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee there were
instructions to the Parliamen-
tary Minister that he should
be more visible in the opposi-
tion benches'leadcrs than in
the treasury benches so that
the House may run smoothly.
To maintain the sanctity of
parliament it is expcctcd from
the ruling party that it should
refrain from passing the bills
in the last one or two days
without any discussions as
the ruling party had done in
the last parliament ~session
as the last session was also
washed away.

India being the largest
democracy in the world it ia
expected from the members

and also to help them get a
good pricc for their produce.
The FOCUS approach is to
support funding, value chain
development, machinery’ sup-
port. market linkages, trans-
portation. and aggregation of
the produce of the farmers
Hut the important question is
whctherFOCUS has achieved
the goals of providing the
above services to farmers?
FOCUS is a good scheme,
but il went fora toss when the
ChiefMinister who s in hurry
started using it as an election
gimmick. The problem started
when the government began
to distribute dummy cheques
to the farmers. The question
is whether the farmers that
are organized under the Pro-
ducer’s Group been provided
the necessary training to start
their activity? The ChicfMin-
ster was quick to make a tall
claims that they have distrib-
uted crorcs of money for tlic
benefit of the fanners but the
question is whether the fann-
ers have beenable to make the
best use o fthe money?

Initsearlier stage. FOCUS
also included in its ambit the
promotion of nano enter-
prises. and service providers
Nano enterprises are those in
which tlic ow neremploys two
or more assistants in her/his
unit and the service provider
is one who provides scrvicc
for the different needs of the
farmers in the village. The
scrvice could be providing
transportation or providing
immediate and basic veteri-
nary services in their respec-
tive villages. This is also a
good idea that would have
helped create more jobs, but
the same was not continued
in the program.

Rural Backyard Piggery
Schemc and Piggery Mission

A few months back Chicf
Minister Conrad K Sangma
also launched a flagship pro-
gram called Rural Backyard
Piggery scheme. Tlic govern-
ment’s goal is to help improve
the income o fthe farmers, but
this scheme was destined to
fail because the piglets were
brought from outside the state
and also the costofa fattened
pig in Meghalaya has fallen
sharply because of the pigs
that camcs to the Meghalaya
from outside the state. The
other flagship program of the
MDA the Piggery mission
will also suffer the same fate
because of the import of pigs
from outside Meghalaya. It
is. therefore, safe to say Ihat
the schemes that ihe MDA
government launched to cre-
ate employment for tltc youths
have notbeen able to achicve
the expected goals.

of parliament to maintain
decorum so Ihat they may
be the example for other
countriesalso. Ihc collective
wisdom of parliament is not
being brought to bear incraft-
ing out legislation and this
leads to flawed laws and the
promulgation o fordinances to
enforce amendments. In the
end both ruling party as well
as opposition parties should
maintain decorum and the
dignity ofparliament,

Currcntly there is a tussle
going on between the Chicf
Minister o f Delhi and the Lt
Governor. This will have an
impact on the smooth func-
tioning of the Rajya Sabha
as the AAP has ten MPs there
but no MPin the Lok Sabha.
Ihc Congress’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra will be completed on
Jan 30 but a new yatra will
be started from Jan 26 for two
months. In Bihar new issues
are being raised every day and
subsequently this will have its
cfleet on the parliament ses-
sion also. Elections to three
north eastern states had been
declared. Unemployment,
price rise and demands of
farmers arc the burning is-
sues. Joshimath will be a hot
issue too. The Old Pension
Scheme too is a burning topic
for all political parties.

We can only wish for the
smooth functioning ofParlia-
ment.

Yours etc.,
YYash Pal Ralhan
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
Ihe views of lhe writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SI1X)

Joshimath in
the making in
Meghalaya

By Dr Barnes Mawrie

The recent news reporton
Ultarakhard presents a hor-
rifying scenc almost like one
ofthe seems from the movie
"2012* whercciticsjusl caved
in. Tlic opening ofthe ground
and the cracks of buildings in
Joshimath and other towns
of Uttarakhand, came as an
unforeseen natural calamity
to the people of that state. It
looks like Jttarakhand is no
longer an inhabitable place
which shoidd be abandoned
altogether. Where will ihc
people of the state go? Tliat
is the big question for the
government. Property worth
hundreds cf crorcs just goes
down the drain in a matter
of few days. We sympathize
with the suffering people of
that state *nd wc hope and
pray Ihat quick solutions will
be found tocasc the misery of
those people
1owever, study shows that
the sinking of these towns is

not a natural calamity but a
man-madeone. It seems that
the extensive hydcl projects
Ihat arc going on therc arc to
be blamed. There has been so
much of tknamitc bursting
done on these placcs while
constructing the dams. This
definitely has a loosening
and weakening effect on the
surface anei consequently the
ground slowly gives way and
what we witness today has
been a cluin effect of such
anti-environmental activities.
Experts also say that the ob-
struction of the natural flow
of water aid the unplanned
construction of buildings
have also added to the cause
ofsuch a calamity.

While we pity the people
of Uttarakhand for such ter-
rible cvenis they are going
through, we should not forget
that our own people may one
day suffer ihe same fate. Let
me turn my attention here
to Jaifttia Hills especially
East Jail'lli> District as well
as Shallang area in West
Khasi Hill», where massive
unscientific coal mining has
been going on for decades
Greed for money has led Ihc
coal barons to have recourse
to rat-holc mining and other
unscientific methods because
they arc less expensive. Yet
they neither care about the
damage they do to the land
surface nor for the safety
of the people living in the
arcas.

Many years ago, | had
visited an underground coal
mine in Germany and there
the mining is done in a very
scientific manner. After the
coal is extracted, they pump
water into lie cavities and fill
up all the tunnels and then
they cover up the openings.
In this way the ground water
level is maintained and it
protects the land from caving
in. Inanother visit lo an open
coal minirg in Germany. |
witnessed how the machines
scoop the brown coal and
deposit the soil behind and
Ihsplinrf Uliinutl inlnn cul-
tivable land. Such scientific

methods unfortunately arc
not practiced in our state
of Meghalaya. With all the
tunnels and cavities under-
ground left unfilled, there
is an imminent danger of
the entire area caving in. In
some places in Jaifttia Hills
there are already sinking
areasand some buildings are
already experiencing cracks.
Imagine if a strong earth-
quake takes place (which
isbound to happen one day
or the other as we arc in the
earthquake prone region)
what would happen lo all
these places? Like those
towns in Uttarakhand our
towns located in these min-
ing areas, will just cave in
and what a damage lo life
and property Ihat would
mean.

It is an open secret that
in spite of the ban on coal
mining by the NGT, clan-
destine mining is still going

on in these places. Trucks of
coal are still being exported
to other places and even
to Bangladesh. There arc
powerful people behind the
whole racket and money
power plays a very decisive
role in the whole affair. All
the coal barons need not fear
about these aftermaths be-
cause they all have mansions
in Shillong and elsewhere
where they can escape to.
Who will be the poor vic-
tims? It is the poor people
who have nowhere else to
go butto continue living in
those places. They are the
ones who arc bearing the
brunt of these unscicniific
and illegal money-making
activities. Today wheneven
ihe sources for drinking
water in these arcas have
mostly been poisoned. It is
the poor who will get sick
and die and not the coal
barons bccausc they can
afford to buy bottled water.
The vicious cycle will go
onand in the turn o fevents
the rich and powerful will
always survive while the
poorand the have-nots will
perish

It is time for the
Hynrticwtrep people lo get
rid of this selfish and greedy
attitude which is destroying
our community from within
and start reviving our hu-
mane and ethical code of
living as handed down to us
by our wise ancestors. W¢
need urgently to revive the
sense of solidarity and col-
lective well-being. Mahatma
Gandhi has rightly pointed
out Ihat "nature has enough
for everyone’s need and not
foranyone’s greed.” Let not
greed destroy the very land
on which wc have lived for
thousands of years bccausc
our children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren slill
need it.

(The writerhasauthored
the hook, “Climate Change:
A Theological-Moral Re-
sponse. "He can be reached
til barnesmawrie”n ffmtiil.
com)
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Capricious public sentiments

POLITICS and poll

ans create noise during elec-

tion campaigns mainly to divert people's attentions
from their failure to deliver the public goods in
the last five years. To fight anti-incumbency ruling
party politicians use all kinds ofdiversionary tactics.
Unfortunately people easily fall for such stratagem
but that's also because during the election campaign
period there arc no platforms for raising questions
from those who have held the reins of governance.
Sitting MLAs make generic statements about what
they have utilised the MLA schemes of Rs 2.5
crore annually. Recently an MLA confessed that
the money he could not spend in the last five years
was used to buy pressure cookers for his destitute
constituents. It is bad enough that the relationship
between the volcrs and the MLA is reduced to that
ofaclient and patron. The MLA schcmes has been
largely abused and the bulk of it is used in the fag
end of the MLA’s tenure which is in the fifth year
when he/she seeks re-election. It is unfortunate that
people arc not educated enough to understand that
what’s being used to lure voters is public money and
docs not come from the MLAs personal coffers.
Another cortentious issue about Meghalaya’s
politics is that people tend to have short memories.
The pressure groups that make a strident noise for
all of four years and will be doing that the moment
a new government is in place by March 3 next are
curiously silent now. Once a new government is

formed they will start making the same old demands
they have raised for the last 50 years. These would
include the border disputes with Assam, the Inner
Line Permit, booking the railways from entering

Meghalaya, deporting the ubiquitous alien (who is
never identilied). A pressure group that raised a hue
and cry over unemployment a couple of months
ago is now not even demanding that all political
parties should make unemployment a priority in

their manifesto.

If the politicians arc holding public meetings, it
is incumbent on the pressure groups to have paral-
lel meetings where they will remind people of the
unfulfilled promises of successive governments
and of the many scams that have tainted the present
MDA government. What has happened to the Smart
Meter scam and the Rice scam? Where are the en-
quiry reports? Why are they not made public? Are
other political parties like VPP and TMC that were
not in the government reminding the public ofthese
issues? What about the collapse of the Meghalaya
Assembly dome? At whose doorstep does the blame
lie? 1t’s public money down the drain so why is the
MDA government brushing all these misdemeanours
under the carpet? And worse is that the engineer in
charge of the construction of the Assembly building
is contesting elections from the NPP ticket. This is
literally a slap in the face of the voting public.

Dynastic
Politics: A
Problem for
Development

Editor,

Inmany developed coun-
tries. especially «i Western
Furope, people have eradi-
cated the early widespread o f
dynastic politics for decades.
In the Indian situation, the
people in the recent past
rejected political dynasties
from the countrys political
arena. This kind of politics,
played by many politicians,
negatively impacted soci-
ety.

Roland Mendoza revealed
ina study that "dynasty-ruled
constituencies” tyiically had
more significait inconic
disparity and poverty levels.
Another survey by R. Tusa-
1cm and others emphasizes
the predominance of “fam-
ily-based politics,” which
justifies the exploitation of
public funds. Consequently,
there is a mismanagement of
funds allocated for health,
education, employment, in-
frastructure. and overall
economic development.

If we agree, Meghalaya
liascreated a few dceades of
what we refer to a? "dynastic
politics.” In such cases, this
politics captures the elector-

ate and locks out potential
leaders ofthe “"non-dynasts"
class from public office. In
today’s era of the West and
India, the people experienced
such destructive political in-
terference, which led to its
eradication. Although the
West designs many hannful
strategics for others, at the
same time, we cannot ignorc
some of their best demo-
cratic values, which replaced
the early political dynasties
with people-centered poli-
tics. We anticipate that the
state's people will follow
their democratic procedure
and our country’s electoral
reform as examples of hope
fora better Meghalaya while
casting their votes in the
upcoming election
Yours etc..
Batskhcm Mawlein
Via email

Gun violence
in America

Editor,

In the USA, there is no
guarantee that the person
who left home will return
safely in the evening. Thanks
to the easy accessibility of
quns any adult citizen above
the age of 21 can purchase
firearms. Therefore, a sense
of doom prevails in this
advanced country. It is the

Politicians must give accounts
- Not a list of achievements

By Angela Rangad

Meghalaya has become a
stale with super diminished
expectations. And during
elections more so. From
West to East, North to South,
suddenly, media and/or PR
accounts of parties are full
of celebratory stories about
MLAs giving accounts of
their expenditure. And like/
lovereacts on these suppos-
edly heart-warming'stories
of transparency grow expo-
nentially.

So what arc these ac-
counts? Going by infograph-
ics released by an MLA
or a daily (rc)inauguration
of works with photos that
some long-term MLA in
Shillong are touting as their
accounts, one realises that
these are no accounts at
all. They arc merely the list
of works carried out from
People’s money. They all
are like some many crorcs
spent on roads, some many
lakhs on pressure cooker,
blanket, bad quality crock-
ery, laptops and mementos
distributed. They all read
and sound like the slogans
on big expensive hoardings
that the government put
up all around the state. So
many kilometres of road
every day. so many women
part of SHG programmes,
so much money transferred
to so many people etc.

Butare these accounts or
just expenditure counting?
Let ususe aclichcd example.
When we send our child
with 100 rupees to shop for
things, let us say a packet
of sugar, tea and milk and
she comes back with sugar,
tea and milk, what kind of
accounts do wc ask of her?
Did you get sonic change?
W hatwas the price of sugar,
tea and milk? Did she get
some change? Docs she have
a receipt? And ifwc sec her
teeth browned by chocolatcs
wec want to find out whether
she is inflating the priccs to
getsome extra money for her
impulse purchase. We do this
because we want our child
to leam some life lessons in
economics and be ethical in
spending money. But why is
itihat this same principle we
apply to our child, wc forget
to apply to our MLA and
government expenditure?

Now for instance, an
MLA tells us that he has
distributed 350 laptops to
meritorious students in five
years - accounts can't just
say 350 students benefited
with laptops and so much
money sanctioned and spent
on it For any respectable
accounts wc would need
answers to the following five
questions

Who are these 350 stu-
dents?

Wrhat is the brand and
model names of these lap-
tops?

How much money was
spentin procuring these lap-
topsand detailed breakdown

country with the largest ci-
vilian gun ownership in the
world. It has been found that
there are more firearms with
the citizens than the total
population. The law here
never considers that adults
may go insane and fire that
gun on the innocent at some
point in time. It seems the
court oflaw still does notad-
mit that parents' pistols can
also be used as playthings
by their kids. Moreover,
since the anns sales involve
atrillion-dollar business, the
leaders only whimper, not
scream, against the increas-
ing gun-shooting violence.
The most gnicsomc gun
attack recently happened at
a dance studio in Monterey
Park, one of rhc thickly
populated suburbs of Asian
Americans in Los Angeles,
killing 11 people and leav-
ing nine others injured. A
72-ycar-old man indiscrimi-
nately fired at the people in
the dance hall. The perpe-
trator. luu Can Tran, was
found dead some distance
away from Monterey Park

of that expenciturc?
How much per laptop?
Who supplied these lap-
tops. where were these lap-
tops procured from and how
was the supplier choscn?
These arc the kinds of
questions CAG audit asks
anyway. Answer to the first
two questionsare important
because they will allow usto
check whether the beneficia-
ries received the laptops or
they arc merely ghost names
Like during CoVID-19 pan-
demic cash support pro-
gramme of the government.

We need to know whether
the supplier is your wife/
ncphew/child or company
ororganisation in which you
have a personal interest?

So what should
accountable &
transparent account
look like?

One of the most com-
mon misconceptions about
corruption is about reduc-
ing the act of corruption to
merely 'money’and ‘corrupt’
individual. And therefore
the solution to corruption
is reduced to getting the

““One o fthe most common misconceptions
about corruption is about reducing the
act o fcorruption to merely ‘money ‘and

‘corrupt ‘individual. And therefore the
solution to corruption is reduced to getting
the corrupt individual out and getting
morally uprightand educated (quality
o fdegreedoesn't matter) individuals in. But

forfar too long in spite o fmany

niou

power is supposedly held by
the common people who
have rights and supposed to
be equal before law that the
question of corruption be-
comes pertinent. Because of
democracy, our representa-
tives or bureaucracy arc pub-
lic servants, they are merely
spending our money or ex-
ercising power on our behalf
becausc sovercign(king)
under democracy are the
citizens. Any action by the
public servants that steals
that power from the citizens
i therefore corruption.

So to stop that corruption
what should be done. First,
it is important that people
know that the government
money being spent on their
welfare is their money. It is
no grace from the politician.
It is not for some MLA to
recommend or implement or
spend. And ifit is our money
then we need to be given ac-
counts for the expenditure.
Accounts have to at a very
minimum show

How was the decision for
expenditure taken?

All the bills and vouchers
iture?

pronouncements these individual- based
anti-corruption solutions havefailed.”

the list that Government gave
out to our RTI queries had
more than a lakh of names
of bencficiares who were
supposed to have received
their 2100 5000 rupees but
when we checked on them,
many had not received their
money or had only received
their money partially
Answers to question no.
3and 4, would let us know
whether our money was

corrupt individual out and
getting morally upright and
educated (quality of degree
doesn’t matter) individuals
in. But for far too long in
spite of many sanctimonious
pronouncements these indi-
vidual- based anti-corruption
solutions have failed

We need to remember
that corruption s first of all
stealing of people’s demo-
cratic rights as citizens by

“IVeneed to ivmember that corruption
isfirst ofall stealing o fpeople's democratic
rights as citizens by an individual or
institution. It is about abuse o fpower.
Moneyflov. ing up to the person holding power
over us is merely aproduct o fthat abuse.
Second, corruption is an issue only under a
democracy. In the olden times where sovereign
and oligatvhs held divine or ritual power over
masses, corruption was only when someone

stolefrom the king or oligatvhs

spent properly. If X brand
laptop, model no. Y costs
Rs. 22.000 on amazon or
flipkart and the bill shows
inat it was procured for Rs.
28000. we weuld know that
Rs. 5000 extra is either a
useless expenditure or is
skimming offthe money by
the supplier/MLA.

And finallyanswer to the
last question would answer
the question about nepotism
and conflicts of interest.

into grief. What is most ap-
palling is the countless gun
shooting incidents that occur
across the USA yearly while
the National Rifle Asso-
ciation harps ihat Americans
need to "buy” more and more
guns for "self-defense”. A
trick of the trade at the cost
ofone’s life!

So wliatdrives Americans
to fire shots at the innocent?
Will the mass demonstra-
tionsand candlelight protests
bring an end to this vicious
shooting culture? No. not
at all. Why it there no total
ban on a gun-buying spree
where people can purchase
firearms as they buy cakes
from a bakery shop? One
finds America the most na-
Tve country' to think adults
can't behave like a savage!
Racial hatrcl, particularly
white supremacy, is another
menace in the US that led to
brutal gun violence resulting
in horrific bloodshed. What
about the January 6. 2023
incident in Virginia where
a "6-ycar-oldchild” shot his
teacher and wounded her
in the ? Should

due to a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound.
The gun attack at

Monterey Park was a fatal
one since May 2022. when
a shooter, an "18-year-old
boy”, ftred at 19 school stu-
dents and two teachers in
Uvalde. Texas. The incident
plunged the entire country

teachers also carry a pistol
for their defense in school?
There are irore questions
than answers

Tlie leaders, including
from previous governments,
are to blame for the rise in
qun violence in the country.

an individual or institution.
It is about abuse of power.
Money flowing up to the
person holding power over
us is merely a producto f that
abuse. Second, corruption is
an issue only undera democ-
racy. Intheolden times where
sovereign and oligarchs held
divine or ritual power over
masses, corruption was only
when someone stole from
the king or oligarchs. It is
only underdemocracy where

Vegas shooting that Killed
60 people and wounded at
least 413, and the Orlando
nightclub shooting, which
lefl 49 people dead, failed
(o touch the conscience of
the leaders who continue to
promote gun sales. They are
only good at expressing their
hollow condolcnce messages
as routine affairs.

One wonders how many
more bloody niassacrcs
should happen before politi-
cal leaders take gun violence
with absolute seriousness.
Their lackadaisical attitude
is more unpardonable than
barbaric gun shooters. Until
the gun craze is chcoked.
humanity will remain de-
fenseless in America

Yours etc.
Salil Gewali
Shillong

Women in
politics

Fdilor.

Today India feels proud
of the power and position
enjoyed by its women. They
have worked hard against
heavy odds to achieve their
present position and so
richly deserve what they
have achieved. Today Indian
women hold high positions
in every walk of life- from

The most horrendous Las

to entrepreneur-

for the

Who is implementing the
scheme? Is there any conflict
of interest?

Has the scheme been
implemented? How long
did it take?

What was the quality of
the works and who were the
beneficiaries?

In Meghalaya these days
MLAs and politicians rather
than giving accounts are
more interested in installing
expensive (and probably il-
legal) stones canrying their
name as implcnicnters and
reconimender rather than
giving out accounts of the
expenditure. Sadly even tlie
government is not imple-
menting the section 4 of the
RTI Act 2005, under which
there has to be proactive
disclosure in public domain
for much of this expenditure
Itis as if Transparency and
Accountability is no longer
an issue in Meghalaya.

But we know that for far
too long governance and
economy in Meghalaya is
pockmarked with instances
of small time to big tickct
corruption and abuse of
power leaching people's
resources in a few criminal
hands. The only way to stop
this is to have mandatory
legal framework o fproactive
disclosures and possibility
ofcitizens to ensure that the
criminal politico-bureaucrat-
ic class that gets exposed by
this regime o f Transparency
and Accountability pay for
their misdeeds.

And we can begin this
by providing RF.AL AC-
COUNTS not just a list of
works done.

(Angela Rangait is a
member o fkam Meghalaya
<€ contestingfor MIA in the
upcoming elections.)

ship: from business to bu-
reaucracy and from admin-
istration to the armed forces.
However, women arc still
under-represented in Parlia-
ment and state assemblies.
Indian women have come
a long way in politics. But
key reforms (viz 33 percent
reservation for women in
parliament and state assem-
blies) that could see them
improve their position re-
main undone because of the
male feudal mentality. The
Women's Reservation Bill
or The Constitution (I0Xth
Amendment) Bill hasbeen in
parliament for over two de-
cades. Male politicians with
feudal attitudes had and will
do their worst to prevent tlie
Bill from being enacted
Hence according to
Global Gender Gap Report.
2021, India has declined on
the political empowerment
index by 13.5 percentage
points, and a decline in the
number ofwomen ministers,
from 23.1% in 2019 t0 9.1%
in 2021.
Yours etc.
Dr. Omarlin Kyndiah
Via email
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The Lukha
River is dead:
An obituary

By H:

The river Lukha's source
is at the foothills of two
hillocks Marangksih and
lakorsing west of Saipung
Overseeing the river is
the Khaddoom range that
wedges tpart Fast Jaintia
Hills anj North Cachar
Hills. The river is rich in
aquatic lives. In the olden
days anglers camping on
the banks could hear the
elephants and their leaders
tmmpet to say "sorry "to
thejhumU in great numbers
begging the boasts to leave
the paddy unharmed. At
times an alarm call of the
barking ccer being stalked
by the royal Bengal tiger
could be heard. The river
finally descends unto the
Surma river to meet with
the Bay af Bengal where
the sun scorches the waters
to raise rain bearing clouds
back to L.ikhariverall gov-
erned by cycle w-ell timed
unlike today in the world of
climate change.

Fortunately or unfor-
tunately Bast Jaintia Hills
struck coal in the 1980s.
With the exodus of cheap
rat hole miners from as far
as Bihar and Nepal, the
mines soon reached the
vicinity of Khaddoom vil-
lages. Th; ecological Sur-
vey of India on Statehood
day 1972 announced the
good news. "Limestone in
the Abode o fClouds would
last to eternity.” By 2000.
the cement company by
name Star Cement viewed
the villages around Lum-
shnong and approached
the then government of
Meghalaya. Fortunately for

Star Cement, Meghalaya
then was too naive and
unaware of the possible
environmental destruction
awaiting the Stole vide ce-
ment production.

The Government of
Meghalaya blundered in
not consulting MCCL es-
tablished in 1966 to at
least calculate the energy
consumption vis-a-vis the
health o four power plants
At the time Leshka was not
yetbom. Tlie then govern-
ment graated license to not
one but ten cement plants,
five clustered around Nar-
puh Reserve Forest in an
area of 25 square km. In
2007.6 y;ars after licenses
were granted, the Lukha
river turned blue. A team
of professors of Chemistry
and Zoology Departments
of St Edmunds College
rushed todiscovcr pH level
ofwaterat 3.5 and PPM 3.
and 7 beng the minimum
for aquat c life. The report
was submitted to the State
Pollution Control Board
butas tliereport wasdamn-
ing and tiie agency a non-
governmental one naturally
it was shelved.

Thebbedid not become
the writing on the wall,
rather the government be-
lieved Star Cement when
it attributed the cause of
the blue waters to efllucnts
from coal mines. /\s lethar-
gic as these scientific agen-
cies are always siding with
tlie corporates, no surgical
chemical analysis was ever
done. Going through You-
Tube. the cause was said
to be copier sulphate as its
solution in watcrgives rise
to blue vitriol exactly like
Lukha bine. Ilad itbeen so,
Meghalaya would be very
lucky as copper would be in
huge demand for future c-
vehiclcs lo replace electric
vehicles which would do
away with petrol or diesel
engines. It probably was
the ploy ofthese corporates
to deflect blame from them-
selves. The Lukha river

Passali

became a cause of worry
in 2017 when swimmers
experienced abrasiveness
after swimming in the river.
Sadly the discovery' that a
chemical - gypsum - the
main ingredient used in
cement which caused the
blue colour was hushed
up. Gypsum is calcium
sulphate and its solution in
water is cither red or blue.

When the Lukha turned
abrasive the SPCB ul-
timately invited Dr DP
Mukhopadyay. retd senior
scientist Central Board
of Pollution Control New
Delhi. Dr Mukhopadyay
found the river elusive. But
being an experienced sci-
entist. he proceeded right
to the source near Saipung.
Descending, he discovered
that at every confluence of
the river with those from
the coal mines or the aban-
doned ones, the river was
clear. But when Lukha
meets the river Lunar that
carries all the human and
industrial wastes o f cement
factories, the Lukha turns
And here was exposed the
folly of granting cement
licenses arbitrarily.

Again the report was
submitted to SPCB in 2017
but no cation has been
taken. Instead three years
ago Star Cement wanted
to enhance its production
capacity. It needed more
limestone and eyed the 8.2
km area around the cco-
sensitive zone of Narpuh
wildlife sanctuary. Public
hearingsattended by NGOs
from Shillong and locally
and the villagers to protest

against granting more for-
est land to Star Cement
ended in smoke.

Aftera lull of two years
the Union Environment
Ministry granted permis-
sion to Star Cement with-
out consulting the State
Government. In the spring
0f2021 Environment Min-
ister Janies PK Sangina
landed at the banks of the
Lukha bank amidst vil-
lagers who did not under-
stand Knglish. He promised
that he was going to bring
American and German sci-
entists to treat the Lukha.
Now we are in February
2023 but there's no sign of
the scientists.

Right now' Lumshnong
is reeling under severe
air pollution with flow-
ers, garden vegetables and
clothes turning grey. Chil-
dren arc having respiratory1
problems. Noise pollution
as well comes from loud-
speakers calling truck driv-
ers till 3 AM. My friends
there arc now nocturnal
creatures. Today the rare
caves brought to global
limelight by Meghalaya
Adventurers Association
with Israeli and German
cavers are now filled with
soil. The irony is that min-
eral-rich areas across India
are inhabited by innocent
tribals who are leaderless.
Even if there are com-
munity leaders they arc
suppressed. Narpuh has no
leader to rescue the people
even after the confirmed
death of the Lukha

I pray that this sto
of the death of the Lukha
awakens all Mcghalayans
to the roles played by our
ministcrs/politicians in this
remorseless murder of a
river. The people in and
around Narpuh have the
power to save themselves
by conscientiously pressing
on the right EVM button.

Good bye Lukha river.
Though dead you will al-
ways remind us of the sins
of the political class.

ry



