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13 impartial (8)
14 Command (7)
ie  Autncntatr.voedsJcfi (6)
17 unw d(e)
19 intersect (5)

CROSSWORD

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS

Miley Cyrus determined to 
be a good listener in 2023

Promising to listen more, both to herse lf and  others 
next year, the 30-ycar-old pop star explained the vow 
was inspired by a conversation w ith her G odmother 

Dolly Parton w ho adm it­
ted that she go t a te lling 
o ff  from her husband Carl 
Thomas Dean. "I guess m y 
resoluti»n would really be
- my inuinct is very loud, 
but I'm  not a great listener 
sometimes. Dolly was tell­
ing me. her husband says.
'You're not hard o f  hearing.
You're hard o f  lis tening.'
A nd I guess tha t w ould 
kind o f  be m y resolution, 
to  not just lis ten  to m yself, but lis ten  to others ."  M iley 
explained to H oda K otb in N BC's upcom ing specia l "A 
Toast to 2022!". C yrus turned 30 in N ovem ber and  the 
TV  hoS‘ asked  if  she 's feeling any difi'crent since  m ark­
ing  the m ilestone. The W recking B a ll s inger replied: "I 
alw ays » y  that m y truth, and  the opposite o f  w hat that is 
is  a lso  m e . Som ehow  I’m com pletely d ifferent, and then 
somehow  I'm exactly  the sam e. Now. in m y 30s - 1 mean, 
m y 20s ivere so  much fun. If  you don 't believe m e. 1 think 
you cangoog le  i t ... M iley is hosting a N ew  Year's Eve 
special on N BC this y ear titled "M iley 's New Year's Eve 
Party", and she w ill be co-prescn ting  w ith  D olly, it  w ill 
a lso  feature 'S aturday N ight L ive ' s ta rs  C hloe  Fineman 
and Satah Sherm an as w ell a s  perform ances from the 
band Liily, s inger Fletcher, and  'P lease  D on't D estroy' 
co ined) trio  Ben M arshall. John H iggins, and  M artin 
Herlihy. O ther perform ers will include Sia. Lalto. and 
Rac Srcmmurd. Dolly p reviously revealed that she only 
agreed  to appear w ith M iley in  the show  because it's 
being filmed in  M iam i, F lorida. (IANS)

Olivia Colman stole something 
from the set of The Crown

Actress Olivia Colm an may have m oved on  from 
T he Crow n' after season four, but she still carries 
a piccc o f  the show with her. The O scar winner, 

w ho played Q ueen Flizabcth II on seasons three and four 
o f  Netflix's ’The Crown*, managed to  snag a special me­
mento before she left Buckingham Palace behind for good, 
reports eonl ine.com. The third season o f  The Crown opens 
w ith a shot o f  Colm an in  ou r first glim pse o f  her as the late 
Q ueen, admiring a new stamp design with her face on it. 
As it turns out. the scene played out very sim ilarly in real 
life. "On m y first day on The Crown, which w as about 
the stamp thing," O livia explained D ecem ber 29 on The 
Graham N orton Show, "there w as an envelope on the desk 
and it was T o  her Majesty, the Q ueen' and it had m y face 
on a stamp.” Because T h e  Crow n' is so  keen on detail. 
O livia means it w as her actual face, as the Q ueen, on the 
stam p, not Elizabeth's . A fter admiring the craftsmanship, 
she revealed: "It w as a lovely props person who said. T m  
not allowed to do this, but take that.'" As for where the 
keepsake is currently displayed, it is  probably not in a 
place o f great prominence, at least i f  O livia's treatment o f  
her owr, O scar statuette is any indication. (IANS)

Fun, dance, awards and sharks: List to 
watch on TV this New Year's week

MasterChef India means real people 
telling real stories about real food

Po p u la r  c h ; f s  V ikas 
K h a n n a .  R a n v c c r  
B ra r .  a n c  G a r im a  

A ro ra , w ho  w ill be seen  
judg ing  the  talents on the 
7th season o f  "M asterChef 
India', a re  seeking innova­
tive  ideas and  techniques 
in the preparation o f  home- 
c o o k e d  fo o d  w hich  can  
m ake it not o n ly  tastier and 
health ier, bu t also unique 
and  d istinct.

G arim a . w ho is know n 
for her cook ing  sk ills, and  
w as announced  A sia’s Best 
Fem ale  C h e f  in 2019, said: 
" 'M a s te rC h e f  is not ju s t a 
tit le  bu t an  attitude . We a rc  
on  a q u e s t to  find Ind ia ’s 
M a s te rC h ef  who w ill c re ­

a te  an  im p a c t w ith  th e ir  
food . W hile  ta ste  is  o ne  
fac to r, I w ould  a lso  b e  on 
the  lookou t fo r innovation  
a nd  un ique  te ch n iq u e s  a p ­
p lied  to  e very  d ish  by the 
h om e cooks."

" T his w ill d e fin ite ly  be 
a d ifferen t e xperience  than 
gu id ing  a k itchen  c rew  and 
I am  e la te d  to  b e  a pa rt o f  
it a s  no t o n ly  w ill I g e t to  
sha re  m y e x periences but 
w ill a lso  get to  learn  from 
these  a sp irin g  c h e fs ,"  she  
shared .

C h e f  a nd  re s ta u ra te u r  
V ik a s , w h o  h a s  h o s te d  
v a r io u s  c o o k in g  r e a lity  
show s like  T w is t o f  Taste', 
'T h row dow n! w ith  Bobby

F lay ' a m ong  o th e rs , a lso  
a d d e d  on  w h a t  a rc  h is  
e xpec ta tions from  the  new  
se aso n  a nd  th e  c h e fs  c o m ­
ing  on  the  show .

" S im ila r  to  f a ll in g  in  
love  a t f irs t s ig h t . I am  
looking  forw ard  to  fa lling  
in  love  a t f i r s t  ta s te  on  
'M a s te rC h e f  Ind ia ' A long 
w ith m y co-chefs. Ranvccr 
and  G arim a,

I am  th r illed  to  e x p e ­
r ie n c e  th e  m a g ic  ho m e  
c o o k s  w ill  b r in g  to  th e  
tab le  w ith  th e ir  d ishes tha t 
w ill no t o n ly  w in o v e r  ou r 
ta ste  buds but o u r  hearts 
a s  w ell. I t is go ing  to  be  
a ro lle rc o a s te r  rid e  a s  a 
d e le c ta b le  jo u rn e y  is  a ll

s e t to  begin."
W h ile  c e le b r i ty  c h e f  

R anvcc r is w illing  to  see  
so m e  a u th e n tic  c u is in e  
a nd  a lso  Itn iw  som e rea l­
tim e sto rie s  tha t becam e 
th e  in sp ira tio n  fo r th e ir  
s p e c ia l  p r e p a ra t io n s  o r  
f o o d . W hat I am  lo o k ­
in g  fo r  a rc  r e a l p e o p le  
te llin g  rea l s to r ie s  abou t 
r ea l fo o d . I b e lie v e  o u r  
coun try , its  culture  and its 
h o m e -c o o k ed  fo o d  h a v e  
a lw ays had the po ten tia l to 
com e through and shine on 
the g loba l stage .” he  c o n ­
c luded . 'M aste rC hef India' 
w ill be s ta ri ng o n  January
2 on Sony E n terta inm ent 
T elev is ion . ( IA N S)

It is lime to say goodbye 
to  2022  a nd  w elco m e  
2023 w ith new energy  

and posiiivity. New Year is 
the lim e for fresh twginnings 
and w hat better way to start 
the year o f f  right than by 
enjoying exciting and enter­
taining programmes on our 
TV  sets.

Television show makers 
are all set to  entertain  the 
audience w ith  exciting New 
Year specials a s  well a s new 
fictional and reality dramas. 
Som e o f  th e  list se lec ted  
arc...

Ind ian  Television 
A cadem y A 'vards 

F rom  R upa li G an g u ly  
to  lia rsh ad  C hcpda. N eil 
Bhatt. Shivangi Joshi. cvcty 
perform ance was exciting  
and  now these enthralling 
perform ances that w ere part 
o f  the 22nd edition o f  the 
Indian Tclcvisioi: Academy

Shark Tank India  is  a ll set 
to start and provide an op ­
portunity and  a platform for 
entrepreneurs with interest­
ing business ideas tha t will 
be evaluated by experienced 
investors and business ex ­
perts.

M asterC he f India  
Popularchefs Vikas Khan­

na. Ranvccr Brar and Garima 
A rora arc com ing  back as 
judges on the 7th season o f  
the c o o k in g  rea lity  show  
M a s te rC h e f In d ia . Based 
on M asterC hef Australia, it 
started in India in 2010 and 
tlx; first season w as hosted by 
A kshay Kumar. K unal Ka­
pur. and  A jay Chopra. Apart 
from H indi, the show a lso  
aired in different languages 
like Tamil. Tclugu. Kannada. 
and Malayalam. The past six 
seasons w ere judged by dif­
ferent master chefs in love 
with each other. (IANS)

Salman, Dharmendra to 
usher B B 16 this New Year

A w ards held  in M um bai 
can be w atched on the small 
screen on January I. I f  Ru­
pali and G aurav khanna are 
going to  bring their romantic 
chemistry on stage with their 
dance m oves, the popula r 
face o f  TV  Shivangi Joshi's 
sensuous moves on T ip  Tip 
Barsa Panni' made everyone 
go crazy. Moreover. Amruta 
Khanvilkar impressed every­
one with her Lavani perfor­
mance on the stage.

The Kapil Sh a m tu  Show  
The com edy-based rea l­

ity series hosted by  Kapil 
Sharma is going to  welcome 
2023 with its New Year spe­
cial episode with the new age 
com edians A nubhav Singh 
Bassi, Abhishck Upmanyu. 
Z akir Khan. Kusha Kapila. 
along w ith ace singers like 
R icha  Sharm a and  Ja sb ir  
Jassi and dancing dynamite 
the Demolition crew. Jasbir

w ill m ake everyone laugh 
by sharing a memory o f  his 
interview in Fnglish while on 
a tour to  California. Standup 
c om edian  A nubhav Singh 
Bassi will spill some beans 
about how he confessed his 
jo b  change  to  h is  parents

from studying law for 5 years 
to getting to  something very 
different likecomcdy. Kusha 
Kapila will offer a collabora­
tion request D Zakir to make 
a m akeup  video together. 
M any such  m ore  exciting  
c o n v ersa t io n s  and  com ic

acts on the show arc going to 
entertain the audience.

Ind ian  Ido l 13 
T h is  N ew  Y ear Ind ian  

Ido l - Season 13 w ill have 
i ts  g ran d  ’S u c c ess  P a rty ’ 
on January  I in which re­
n ow ned m u sic ia n s  a lo n g  
w ith the Top 10 contestants 
will be giving some amazing 
pe rfo rm ances. Renow ned 
names from the industry like 
Jcet Ganguly. Mahalakshmi 
Iyer. Ash King. RJ Malishka. 
D hvani B hanushali. Rahul 
Vaidya. D ivyansh. Manuraj, 
Pawandccp Rajan. Srecnima 
Chandra. Kunal Rawal. and 
A bhimanyu Dasani will be 
gracing the show. The New 
Year success party o f ’Indian 
Idol 13’ w ill be a iring  on 
January I from 8:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m. on Sony Kntcr- 
tainm cnt Television.

Shark  Tank India 2 
T h e  second  s e a so n  o f

Ve te ra n  B o lly w o o d  
a c to r  D harm e n d ra  
and star Salman Khan 
will be seen celebrating New 

Y ears w ith B ig g  B o ss  16 
housemates in the upcoming 
episode.

A promo dropped by the 
channel Colors on Instagram 
show s that D hanncndra will 
a lso  be  seen  da ncing  w ith

Salman on  the song Yamla 
P u g h  D eewana.

T h e  p ro m o  on the  u p ­
com ing episode also shows 
the  c o n te s ta n ts  sp e n d in g  
some great tim e along with 
the  g u e s ts . B ig g  B oss 16 
contestants will be seen pay­
ing  tr ibu te  to  D harm endra 
by dancing on h is hit songs 
and  perform ing h is famous 
dialogues. Sajid Khan and 
A bdu R ozik  c a n  be  seen  
p e rfo rm ing  D harm endra ’s 
fam ous d ia lo g u es and e n ­
te rta in ing  Salm an and  the 
legendary actor. Salman, who 
will be  hosting 2022’s last 
Weekend Ka Va;ir will enter 
the house along with Dhar­
m endra. A ctor-com edian  . 
K rushna A bhishck w ill be 
seen dressed up. (IANS)

Year Ender 2022: Top OTT Series of 2022

MODESTY
BUUSE

w hile attending Neverm ore 
A cadem y , s to p  a k ill in g  
spree, and unravel the mys­
tery that em broiled her par­
en ts 25 years ago.

S tra n g er  T hings 
T he Duffer Brothers, who 

a lso act a s show runners and 
executive producers along­
side Shawn Levy and Dan 
C ohen , a re  the creators o f  
the  A m erican  sc ience  fic ­
tion horror drama television 
series.

A ash ra m  Season 3 
The protagonist o f  Aash­

ram  3 is Kashipur Wale Baba 
N irala , w ho succeeded  as 
a kingm aker w hen llukum  
Singh  w as e lec ted  a s the 
state’s ch ief minister. But for 
Baba. w inning isn’t enough. 
H e w an ts  to  becon ic  S u ­

preme! The show  revolves 
around these challenges.

Dalian 
The show touches upon 

society, and its beliefs 
while challenging its char­
acters to face their deepest 
and darkest fears. It takes 
o ff  when a m ining expedi­
tion threatens the village 
fabled w ith a temple that 

legends say can unleash a 
deadly curse when harmed.

Rocket Boys 
T he p lo t is cen tred  on 

the three pivotal decades in 
Ind ia 's  h is to ry -ihe  1940s. 
1950s, and  1960s and  how 
the coun try  is develop ing  
into a pow erful, brave, and 
independent country . It is 
a tale o f  form ative years in 
Independent India. (AN!)

The year 2022 w as the 
year o f  revolutionisa- 
tion a s far as O T T  con­

tent isconccrncd. A lthough a 
lot o f  films couldn’t perform 
as expected ai the box-office, 
many did exceptionally well 
on O T T  platforms. A s much 
as we would love to  discuss 
films, w e're first taking up 
the O T T  series. So. let's see 
i f  your favourite scries made 
it to the list.

W ednesday 
'W ed n e sd a y ' is  a new  

show on N etlix  that hit the 
O TT pla tfo rn  recently. The 
supernatural, comedy-horror 
is based on tie  character o f  
Wednesday Addams o f  The 
Addains fam ly. Wednesday 
A ddam s strives to  control 
her developing psychic gift
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'■'■Problems are not the problem; 
coping is the problem. ”

—  Virginia Satir

T h e  S h illo n g  T im e s
SUII.l.ONC;. 11 t-SDAV. JAM AKV 3. 2023

O utlook for New Year
AS wc have rung in the New Year, change is the 
*mantra.’ India’s slow process o f change is expected 
to carry forward with a general sense o f  stability at 
the social, political anti administrative levels. Yet, 
hints in the national capital arc that a reshuffle o f  the 
Union Council of Ministers is round the comer. With 
senior-level ministers seemingly doing a good job, 
there's no clarity as to which all heads could roll and 
who all could step in as new faces in the ministry at 
this late hour. The Modi government has an effective 
term o f only a year left for governance, after which 
it could find itself in the lame duck form. The parlia­
ment elections would come calling during the first 
half o f 2024. The build-up for the general elections 
would start this year at various levels.

The bi-annual national executive meet o f the BJP 
is expected this month and Parliament would start its 
budget session by February I. In between, the BJP 
might see a change o f head as incumbent president 
JP Nadda’s present term would end by January 20. 
With the saffron party losing the assembly polls in 
his home stale of I limacluil Pradesh as also the Delhi 
civic elections held directly under his nose, he may 
have a lot of explaining to do. Rumours arc that 
Nadda could be drafted to the Modi government ami 
someone else might take the party's leadership in the 
run-up to the set o f assembly polls in about 10 states 
this year. Pul together, this is as crucial as the 2024 
general clcciions. This could put the entire year on 
election mode, followed by the onset o f the parlia­
ment polls. While the Modi government talked about 
a ‘one nation one poll’ plan, whether some o f these 
assembly po Is could be clubbed with the parliament 
polls is worth a thought. When an idea is floated and 
it captures the nation's fancy, it is incumbent on the 
government to implement it. Configuration o f LS 
and assembly polls across the states could not only 
save the exchequer much needless expenditure but 
also helps in political stability and a more planned 
execution of projects at the pan-India level in each 
five-ycar-span.

This year might also face fresh situations of 
worry on the health front. Covidl9*s new avatar 
from China is knocking on our doors. Experts warn 
the next two months are crucial in terms of a likely 
spread of thi pandemic. On the positive side, the 
fear factor is less as the infections are reported to 
be mostly of a mild nature.

The meaning of 
election freebies

N o more w ild  
parties on 

C hristm as eve
F.ditor,
A propos o f the letter by 

Salil G cwali under the cap­
tion “Christm as not for un­
holy parties" (ST D ecem ber 
31.2022). I conpletely agree 
with the w ritct In the name 
o f  Christm as ro  one should 
indulge in such noisy par­
tie s  and  drink ing  sp rees. 
G cw ali rightly  p o in ts  ou t 
that such w ild revelries are 
becoming very popular. This 
is unacceptable because it 
goes against ike holy Bible 
and practices o f  C hristian­
ity. W hat is the purpose o f  
being religious o r practicing 
C hristianity  if ou r p reach­
ers rem ain mute spectators 
while imm ora indulgences 
are  be ing  practiced in the 
nam e  o f  th e  L o rd  J e su s  
C hrist?  I w ould call upon 
all Christian leaders to take 
these sacrilegious activities 
very seriously and consider 
banning them completely. I 
love to  quote the  last sen ­
tence o f  G cwali, "Frenzied 
parties and  prayers cannot 
go together."

Yours etc..
Robert Lyngdoh 

Shillong -  2

Um roi Airport: 
Shocking  

revelations
Editor.
O n September 20. 2022, 

ilic  I n d ia  A w a k e n in g  
Movement (1AM) com pris­
ing B ansha i M a rban iang  
(Chairm an).CIiurchill Syi-

emlich, Baiatei Lapang and 
Ja tin  K harm ala i m et the
D irector o f  the U mroi Air­
port. M r Rashi K ant. T he 
purpose o f  the meeting was 
to  get a c lear picturc o f  the 
proposed extension plan o f  
A irports Authority o f  India 
(A A I). the sta tu to ry  body 
under M inistry o f  Civil Avia­
tion. I AM has also received 
c o m p la in ts  o f  in freq u e n t 
(lights o f  sm aller a ircrafts 
only. At p resen t the  on ly  
city  connected to Shillong 
airport is Kolkata. There arc 
no ca te re rs  a t the airport, 
thereby forcing passengers 
to use roadside restaurants 
apart from exorb itan t taxi 
fares etc. The expansion so 
far has been dismal with only 
tw o sm all pa rk ing  spaces 
and the perim eter wall lying 
incom plete. T he s ta f f  too 
complaincd o f  being under­
staffed with no roster system 
or relief on cnicial days.

W hy this attitude o f  the 
G overnm en t v is-a -v is  the 
Umroi airport? The answer 
lie s  in  th e  repo rt o f  T he 
Shillong Times where a few 
m onths back, the G overn­
m ent had floated a notice 
o f  where it is scouting for 
land which is about 20 kms 
from the DC*s office as the 
crow  flics.

Let's survey the feasibil­
ity o f  such a project. Around 
Mylliem in tl)c west the East­
ern A ir C om m and landing 
ground is a lready there. To­
wards the eastern side there 
is lim ited plain land with the 
Umngot valley around. It is 
heard tha t the Diengpasoh 
area is under scru tiny  but 
it seem s to  have ended  in 
luiiUuvci J>y.

To understand these shady 
deals the  follow ing revela­
tion by the D irector would

T h e  issu e  o f  e le c tio n  
freebies is not confined to 
M eghalaya a lone. T he tw o 
v e ry  re c c n t a n d  p o p u la r  
exam ples concern  the Delhi 
governm ent under A rvind 
K cjriw a l a nd  th e  c en tra l 
g ove rn m e n t u n d e r Prim e 
M inister M odi. T he form er 
has o ffe re d  a n u m b e r o f  
freebies such a s  education, 
e lec tric ity , m ed ica l tests, 
tran sp o rta tio n , w ater, etc 
w hich  w as c irc u la tin g  in 
the  new s a s  rcv d i (sw ee t 
d ish) cultu re; the latte r lias 
p rom ised tree  ration every 
m onth to  80  crores Indians 
till D ecem ber, 2023. T hese 
tw o  e x am p le s  sh o w  tha t 
all political parties look at 
freebies a s a  m eans to  w in 
votes. T his underlines the 
fact that a s long a s the  peo­
ple a rc  poor, one  can  prey 
on the ir poverty and  propel 
o neself  to  power. T he case 
o f  M eghalaya  is  m ore  in ­
triguing. W hile  s truggling  
on  m any  soc io -econom ic  
developm ent indicators, the 
infusion o f  election freebies 
by c a n d id a te s /p a r t ie s  is 
tro u b lin g . It d e p ic ts  tha t 
p o lit ic s  in  M e g h a la y a  is  
not about vision and goals, 
g row th  and  d evelopm en t, 
livelihood and  transform a­
tion . In the pe rcep tion  o f  
the Candidatcs'partics. the 
voters can  b e  em otionally  
and  psychologically  played 
w ith and it basically  sends a 
certain  type  o f  m essage.

T h e  gu llib le  v o te r  
In e lec tion  cam paign ing  

w e can com m only hear the 
p o lit ica l p a rtie s  say  tha t 
‘th e  v o te rs  o f  th is  a re a /1 
c onstituency  a rc  educated  
and w ise .' In one  such  c am ­
p a ig n . a  g ro u p  o f  m a les  
w ere  feeling proud on  be­
ing  referred  to  a s  'w is e '.  
H ow ever, th e  e x perience  
o f  recen t years poin ts to the 
contrary. A s voters w c  a ll 
have to ask the question  o f  
e lec tion  w isdom . To a  large 
extent, the m ajority  o f  vo t­
e rs  arc  found to be gullible. 
A s voters w e a rc  to o  quick 
to accep t and  believe  w hat­
ever the candidates say. The 
p rac tic a l a p p lic a b ili ty  o f  
the quote  'pub lic  m em ory 
is sh o r t' c an  be seen  d u r­
ing e lections. In 2 0 IX they 
sa id  they  w ould  im prove 
education and health, create 
em ploym ent opportunities, 
build  w orld c lass sporting 
facilities, preserve the  en v i­
ronm ent. etc. T ill da te  none 
o f  these have m aterialised. 
B ehold! T oday they com e

help reveal why the govt is 
hell bent on  abandoning the 
U m roi A irport. T im e and  
again the Director has been 
rem inding  the C entre  and 
the state govt to  expedite the 
expansion, but all reminders 
fell on d e af ears. Rishi Kant 
had also given the proposal 
'Surveying In Expansion and 
M apping Technology 'worth 
Rs 7,800 crores to the State 
Government but the response 
w as that the Government has 
no money. Another obstacle 
in the Umroi airport expan­
sion project w as because the 
KIIADC' denied the license 
to  c a rry  o u t the  w o rk  at 
U m ktich and  U m sam riang 
areas a s  per advicc  o f  the 
DGCA. I lencc it appears that 
the  State G overnm ent and 
KM ADC work in tandem to 
finally execute the plan for 
abandoning Umroi Airport.

The International Airports 
A ct o f  1971 under the pur­
view o f  Parliament, demands 
th e  expansion  a s p lanned 
by the DGCA. Three years 
a g o  th e  D G CA  equ ipped  
w ith m odern m apping sys­
tem s com plete  w ith  G PS 
support sliced  one  h illock 
from the landing approach 
side (Um iam  lake). O n re- 
survcying they found tha t 
tw o m ore hillocks needed 
to  b e  sliced but three items 
rem ained to  be addressed. 
First, Ni l 6  needs rerouting 
for expansion o f  the runway 
(B o e in g  req u ire s  12 ,000  
feet fo r landing and a few 
m ore thousands for taking 
ofl). Second, a church needs 
demolition with a new one to 
be constructed and thirdly 
o ne  high ten sion  line  too 
needs rerouting. All these 
would entail not more than 
Rs 100 crores.

A new airport would cost

By Benjamin Lyngiloh
again  with the sam e p rom ­
ises. I f  as v o te rs  w c  a rc  
indeed educated and  w ise, 
then the ir rhetorical assur­
ances must b e  ignored. The 
effec tive  way to ignore  is 
not vote for them  anym ore. 
B ut th e  g round  rea lity  is 
something; else. C andidates 
arc  holding football tourna­
m ents. It is  fru stra ting  as 
th is  to u rn am en t h appens 
o n ly  oncc  in  fiv e  ye a rs . 
Even the world cup  happens 
every  four years, i f  the vo t­
e rs  a rc  w ise then w c  would 
have rejected such  an e lec­
tion  tournam ent. Instead , 
ask the  candidate/party  to 
assure  proper g rass  tu r f  on 
the field with stands for the 
people to  sit and  enjoy  the 
gam e. This is  the best tim e 
to revc rsc the  trend  o f  e lec­
tion gullibility.

I d id  not do  m y Job  
in  th e  past

I f  a  canJidatc  party  goes 
to  voters w ith freebies and 
trinke ts  such a s  b lankets , 
c h a i r s ,  u te n s i ls ,  s p o r ts  
to u rn a m e n ts , e tc  d u r in g  
elec tion , it is  basica lly  an 
adm ission  o f  gu ilt. It is the 
g u ilt  o f  not h a v ing  d one  
the ir jo b  during  the ir term

from voters. A s voters, do 
w c forgive them ? Forgive 
o r  not. the c andidates have 
the ir  ow n  u lte rio r m otive  
which is to fool the gullible 
vo tcragain . Ifone  sham poo 
does no t w ork w e  sh ift to 
another. In po litics too, it is 
required to  follow  the sam e 
practicc. So far. that has not 
been  the  c ase . T h is  e lec ­
tion. will the  voters say no 
to  freebies?  Further, there 
is an a larm ing  situation. I f  
the candidate/party  has not 
done its jo b  in the past, what 
is  the  gua ran tee  tha t they 
w ould do  so  in the future? 
H ow ever, there is a  catch. 
W hen the  voters on ly  look 
at present benefits, then any 
freeb ies o f  the candidates 
w ill seem  valuable even  a t 
the cost o f  future develop ­
ment.

T h e  se len tltlc  
te m p ere d  v o te r

In politics and especially 
d u ring  elec tions, scientific  
tem per is im portant. It can 
be the  difference  betw een  
c ho o sin g  the  right rep re ­
se n ta tiv es an d  g o o d  g o v ­
ernance a s  against disaster. 
In short, sc ientific tem per 
m eans 'th e  ab ility  to think

" I f  a  group o f  rational voters come together 
then they can pressurise such candidates/ 

parties to instead poo! the money 
and establish an agri-produce collection 
centre at a  centralised location. This will 
enable the farm ers o f  nearby villages to 

bring their produce in bulk. The collection 
centre then acts as a  bargaining chip fo r  
the fanners to get a  better price from  the 
middie-men o f  Meghalaya and Assam. ”

o f  office. No w onder most 
o f  the candidate's have be­
com e so  active in  the reccnt 
six  months. In m any rem ote 
v illa g e s , th e  in h a b ita n ts  
claim ed that they have  not 
seen  the ir M LA  since  the 
e lec tion  o f  2018. Behold! 
T h es e  d a y s th e y  a rc  a p ­
p e a r in g  again . T h e y  a re  
appearing with a ll prom ises 
and  g ifis. T h is  is the  case 
in a ll the constituencies o f  
M eghalaya. I f  the  v o te rs  
arc  w ise, then they w ould 
rea lize  t in t  these  ap p ea r­
ances a n d g ifls  are nothing 
bu t a  feeling o f  g u ilt and  
the business o f  m aking  up 
a n d  se ek in g  fo rg iv en e ss

several lakh crores o f  rupees. 
It is said. "A bird in the hand 
is w orth two in the bush." 
Airports are not ju st birds but 
are worth much more.

Be that as it may. it is 
heartening to note that 1AM 
w ill be meeting CM  Conrad 
Sangm a shortly. A nd this 
tim e  unlike the M oU  fo r 
the Casino, 1AM will not be 
bulldozed o r dictated.

Let's hope Umroi Airport 
will, in a year o r  two. get the 
status o f  a national airport. 
O u r g radnatcs w ould then 
be ga in fu lly  em ployed  in 
accordance w ith their skills. 
I AM also promised it would 
talk to the D irector to help 
the villagers around the air­
port with jobs according to 
their skills.

Hope f illy  passengers to 
and from Vlcghalaya would 
b e  b e lte r  c o n n e c te d  and  
subsequently internationally 
too. Enough o f  the 140 Km 
journey with exorbitant tour­
ist taxi fare (at tim es equal to 
a ir  fares if not more), with 
traflic snarls and  the sum ­
m er heat.

M e g h a la y a , s o  lo n g  
e q u ip p ed  o n ly  w ith  land 
tran sp o rt, c o u ld  to  som e 
e x ten t tolerate  a m in iste r 
w ith no technological back­
ground. Yes on land trans­
port. there are M V Acts and 
param eters o f  Registration 
Certificates grossly ignored 
(naturally} by the minister. 
But c ivil aviation will not 
to lerate these indulgences. 
It needs a person with a high 
technolog ica l background  
w ho  a lso  has know ledge  
on Aviation A cts and p ro ­
tocols.

Lei's hope lot the best.
Yours etc., 
W. Passah 
Nongkrem

rationally through analysing 
all developm ents '. For now. 
let us look a t it from  tw o 
angles. First, open  practicc 
o f  distribu tion  o f  money. If  
a  g ro u p  o f  rational voters 
com e together then they can 
pressurise  such  candidates/ 
parties to  instead pool the 
m o n e y  a n d  e s ta b l is h  an 
agri-produce collection cen­
tre at a  cen tralised  location. 
This w ill enable tlie farmers 
o f  nearby villages to  bring 
the ir p roduce  in bulk. T he 
collec tion  centre  then acts 
a s  a  b a rg a in in g  c h ip  for 
the farm ers to  ge t a  better 
price from the m iddle-m en 
o f  M eghalaya and  Assam.

Tim ely  
advisory by 

A ntony
Editor.
Recently Congress leader 

AK Antony ad\ iscd the Party 
to  win over the Hindus i f  the 
Congress is  to beat the BJP. 
He had issued a sim ilar advi­
sory in 2014 after the miser­
able defeat o f  the Congress 
when the Party failed to win 
the desired num ber o f  scats 
in the Lok Sabha required 
to  clcet a leader o f  ihe O p ­
position. For the  last tw o  
consecutive tenus there is no 
leader o f  Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha. A fter the poor 
performance o f  the Congress 
Party in 2014 Antony had ad ­
vised the party  not to  ignore 
the Hindus and also not to 
concentrate too much on m i­
nority votes but the Party did 
not heed his advice and faced 
the sam e crum bling defeat 
a s that o f  2014. A ntony is 
amongst those leaders w ho 
had alw ays remained loyal 
to  the Party and his advice 
should be considered in its 
true spirit for the good o f  the 
Party. Antony w ent further 
a s to say that the Congress 
should not consider persons 
with sandal paste and vibhuti 
o n  the ir foreheads as com- 
m unalists.

T his is the second o r third 
time that Antony has offered 
this well thought out advice 
to  the Congress leadership. 
In 1993. while delivering the 
Mathai Manjooran Memorial 
Lecture at Press Academy in 
Ernakulam  (a Kerala G ov­
ernment funded institute for 
m edia studies). Antony had 
reminded the m inority com ­
munities in the country that 
they should be grateful to the

A s o f  now. m any farm ers 
a re  se llin g  a s ind iv iduals  
and  th is reduces the ir bar­
gain ing  pow er. T his c an  be 
seen in L aitkor-N ongkrem  
area  itself. But w hen com ­
bined  together a s a  group 
it w ill result in be tter ou t­
com es for the  fanne rs and 
the ir  households. Second, 
analy se  w here  the  m oney 
a n d  fre e b ie s  a re  c o m in g  
from ? A can d id a te  w orks 
w ith the  p rincip le  o f  ROI 
( re tu r n  o n  in v e s tm e n t) .  
A ll freebies tha t the voters 
get a re  in  truth taken as an 
investm en t by the  c a n d i­
dates. H e/she w ill recover 
the  am ount in  future, but. 
rccovcr from w here?  T hey  
w ill recover from  the rights 
o f  th e  p e o p le . In fu tu re, 
instead o f  having ten devel­
opm ent schem es, w e w ould 
be benefited only from live. 
T he on ly  w ay for vo ters to  
m ake a w ise  decision  is  by 
ap ply ing  sc ientific temper. 
T hink  rationally  and  ques­
tion all developm ents over 
the next tw o months.

In the end . e lection free­
b ie s  a rc  ju s t  an  eyew ash  
m eant to d eceive. T ill date, 
the o n ly  p arties that a rc  not 
using freebies for elec tion  
g a in s  a re  V PP a nd  KAM  
M e g h a la y a . E x p e r ie n c e  
show s tha t the ir cam paigns 
have a  d ifferen t feel to  it. 
I t is  no t a b o u t ‘vo te  for 
u s ’ ra the r ‘ th is  is  w hat is 
to  be done and  hence  vote 
for u s '.  T hey  a rc  m ore  into 
research and  understanding 
o f  th e  ground realities right 
through the m icro/unit lev­
e ls. It all seem s noble bu t it 
m ust be  noted tha t they arc 
new  in to  po litics . H istory 
h a s  p ro v e n  th a t a ll  new  
p a r tie s  h ave  n ob le  ideas 
a n d  v is io n s  fo r d e v e lo p ­
m ent. T his is  the  advantage 
o f  new ness. T hat is no t a 
problem . T he real problem  
starts w hen they  grow  older 
an d  bigger. It is then that 
c o m p ro m ise s  h a p p en  to  
fit a ll and  p lease  a ll espe­
cially  in coalition  politics. 
H SPD P.K H N A M  and  PDF 
are  good exam ples o f  being 
in itia ted  a s  tr iba l p a rties  
for the w elfare  o f  the tribal 
M cghalayan . T oday, they 
are  in decline. A las, election 
freebies a rc  used as a  tool to 
fool and  deceive  the  voters 
from  the  real issues. Well, 
it is tim e to  g et real!

(T h e  w r ite r  tc a ch c s  a!  
N E H U : E m a il  - benjam i-  
n2Iin@ yahoo.C0.in)

majority community for their 
safe survival and existence 
in India. “ L ove them  and 
rcspcct them. Your security 
and safety lie with the Hin­
dus and hence do not create 
an impression that you treat 
them  a s  a  th rea t.'' A ntony 
had told the august gather­
ing. His w ords w ere the fall­
out o f  the anti-Hindu feeling 
generated in the aftermath o f  
the demolition o f  the mosque 
a t Ayodhya.

Rahul G andhi is already 
on a long march -the Bharat 
Jo d o  Y atra to  sp rea d  the 
base  o f  ih e  C o n g re ss  far 
and  w ide  and  reclaim  lost 
spaces. But this can be fruit­
ful only when all sections o f  
society are taken along by 
the Congress. There should 
not be any  im pression that 
the C ongress Party is anti- 
H indu . C o n g re ss  leade rs  
should refrain from making 
unnecessary  c on troversial 
s ta te m en ts . F o r  in stance , 
rcccnily a Congress leader 
c o m p ared  R ahu l G andh i 
w ith lord Rama and another 
leader made a statem ent that 
R ahul G andh i is  th e  real 
presiden t o f  C ongress and 
M allikarjun K hadgc is just a 
namesake president. Sufticc 
it to  say that a long march 
is not enough to  achieve the 
target se t by the Congress 
for itself. It has many more 
m iles to cover to  reach the 
destination and that destina­
tion is to capture pow er in 
Delhi.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A rt ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are
iho v iew s o f  th« w riters/ 
a u th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The S h it long Times

SC’s verdict 
neglects human cost 

of demonetisation
By K Raveendran

The Suprem e C ourt has 
by a  4-1 m ajority ruled that 
the demonetisation decision 
by the M odi governm ent 
w as technically  valid , but 
a p a r t from  th e  co n ce rn s  
ra is ed  in th e  d is s e n tin g  
vo ice  recorded  by Justicc  
N a g a ra th n a . th e  v e rd ic t 
has failed to  acknow ledge 
the hqgc hum an cost o f  the 
d racoaian decision.

A fter declaring  during  
th e  h e a r in g  o f  th e  e ase  
that the court w ill not be a 
‘silent spccta to rand  sit qu i­
etly  with folded hands only 
because it w as an econom ic 
policy decis ion ', it has re­
fused to  consider w hether 
the  heavy cost the nation 
had to pay in term s o f  both 
humaa suffering as  w ell as 
econom ic losses w as w orth 
the results. In fact, the apex 
cou rt has disappoin ted  by 
stating it w as not relevant

that it w as a blunder o f  H i­
m alayan proportions.

T h e  b e nch  h a s  taken  
co v cr under ‘restra in t’ on 
th e  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u rt in  
dealing  w ith adm inistrative 
actions. “ T here  has to  be  
g rea t restraint in m atters o f  
econom ic policy. Court can­
not supplant the w isdom  o f  
executive w ith its w isdom ." 
the bench pointed ou t w hile 
s ta tin g  tha t the  decis ion - 
m aking  proccss cannot be  
faulted m erely bccause  the 
proposal em anated from the 
c en tra l gove rnm en t. T his 
is  a  potentially  dangerous 
position  to  take  a nd  runs 
counter to  the stand taken 
by  court in the past in e ffec­
tive interventions in forcing 
th e  gove rn m e n t to  a c t in 
d e a lin g  w ith  th e  h u m an  
tragedy in the long m arch 
baek hom e by m igrant la*

w hether the objectives w ere 
achieved. T his is  pa rticu ­
la rly  so a s  th e  co u rt has 
found tha t the  reasonable  
nexus w ith the objectives 
o f  eradicating black money, 
te rro r  fund ing  c tc . I f  it 
docs not m atter w hether the 
objectives w ere achieved or 
not. what is the b ig  deal in 
proclaim ing that the ob jec­
tives were a ll fine?

T he e co n o m y  is  e s t i ­
m ated to  have lost 1.5 per 
c en t o f  G D P  in te rm s o f  
g ro w lh . w h ic h  h a s  be en  
com puted as loss o f  Rs 2.25 
lakh crorc a  year. Som e 15 
c ro rc  d a ily  w age e arners  
lost livelihood as thousands 
o fS M E s w ere shut. O ver a 
hundred people died while 
w aitin g  in qu e u es  to  e x ­
change th e ir  hard -ea rned  
m oney, w h ile  th o u sa n d s  
had tc: pay  w ith the ir lives 
in  the  afterm ath o f  the  crisis 
b ro u g it about by shortage 
o f  cash caused  by the ‘or­
phaned’ decision.

An in tcm ts o f  fighting 
b la c k  m oney , d e m o n e ti­
s a tio n  d re w  a  c o m p le te  
blank. In fact, the w indow  
provided by demonetisation 
offered an  oppo rtun ity  to 
regularise tonnes o f  black 
money. T here  w as no suc ­
cess in reigning in c ounter­
feiting a s well. Com pared 
w ith  p re -d em o n e tis a tio n  
days, he re  w as an increase 
o f  35 pe r cen t in  counter­
feit notes de tec ted  in  the 
denom ination  o f  Rs 100, 
while h e re  w as a  noticeable 
increase o f  154.3 per cent in 
counterfeit notes de tec ted  
in  the denom ination o f  Rs 
50 in one year alone.

The b ig  q u e s tio n  tha t 
remains unansw ered is who 
takes .he responsibility  for 
the huge hum an as well as 
economic cost, w hich is real 
a s  opposed to  the academ ­
ic  interest o f  w hether the 
Modi government had actcd 
w ith due considera tion  o f  
the conscqucnces. I f  status 
quo  cannot be restored, as 
reasoned by  the  court for 
not raising any challenge to 
the decision. Prim e M inis­
ter Modi, w ho stunned the 
na tio r w ith his bo lt from 
the blue announcem ent has 
not c h im ed  any responsi­
bility. In fact, he has never 
referred to  dem onetisation 
ever since it becam e clear

bourcrs and  the cov id  vac­
cination programme. These 
in te rv en tio n s w ere  based  
on  the c o u r t 's  conv ic tion  
tha t its w isdom  m ust pre­
vail w hen the governm ent 
show s a  lack o f  it.

B ut in th e  c o u rse  o f  
the hearing, tlie bench had 
m ade m any  rcfcrcnccs to 
th e  so c ia l a n d  eco n o m ic  
hardships and distress faccd 
by the com m on people a s a 
resu lt o f  the controversial 
policy decision. T he Centre 
has justified these hardships 
a s  part o f  the nation-bu ild ­
in g  a c tiv i ty , bu t na tio n - 
bu ild ing  cannot be through 
tria l and  e rro r, especially  
w hen there arc  safeguards 
against such  im pulsive ad ­
m inistrative decisions. It is 
these safeguards that were 
sidestepped by M odi's d ra ­
matic announcem ent.

Ju sticc  N agara thna  in 
her dissent he ld that dem on­
etisa tion  o f  currency notes 
w as a  serious m atter and  it 
cou ld  no t be done  by the 
C e n tre  by  m erely issuing 
a  g a /c ttc  notification. She
even  dcelared  it unlaw ful 
on  legal g rounds and  w as 
not quite im pressed by the 
objectives, which any way 
rem ained  unrealised . She 
po in ted  ou t that the  RBI 
m erely approved  the gov ­
e rnm ent's decision  w ithout 
a p p ly in g  its  independen t 
mind and cited the desire by 
the  C entre  a s justifica tion  
for the approval.

W h ile  th e  ju d g m e n t 
refe rs  to  p a rliam e n t a nd  
th e  su p rem acy  o f  peop le  
in te rm s o f  the  r igh ts  o f  
the  executive  to  issue ad ­
m inistrative decisions, the 
c o u r t 's  s ta n d  o f  a  s tr ic t 
no-go  into the dom ain  o f  
eco n o m ic  po lic ie s  is  no t 
in  conform ity w ith the Su­
prem e  C o u r t’s recen t a s ­
sertion  o f  its authority  for 
judic ia l review  o f  executive 
d e c is io n s ,  a l th o u g h  the  
contex t w as d ifferent. With 
regards to the controversy 
abou t C o lleg ium  and  the 
appointm ent o f  judges, the 
court had clearly stated (hat 
w hile the legislature had the 
pow er In m:ik<* law s, iIn* ju ­
d ic iary ’s pow er for review  
w as not at all contestable. 
(IPA S e n ’ice)
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New Year 2023: Is there anything 
new and productive in Meghalaya?

“Forgiveness is a  virtue o f  the brave."
— Indira Gandhi
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Literacy is not education
THERE is a perception among researchers visit­
ing Meghalaya that since the literacy rate here is 
higher than in other states o f  India, hence human 
development indiccs too must be better. But 
the question is w hether literacy is equivalent to 
education. The answ er is a  definite “No.” W hile 
literacy refers to a  person's ability to read and 
write, education refers to the lifelong process o f  
acquiring knowledge, skills, ethics, habits and 
beliefs and a deeper comprehension o f  issues 
and above al the power to question. Education, 
it is believed, leads to the overall development o f 
a  person's intellect, reasoning skills, behaviour 
and sensibility which includes being sensitive 
to the larger needs o f  society and not just the 
immediate self. Hence literacy is ju st the very 
first step towards education.

In rural Meghalaya, the stark reality is that 
the school drop-out rate at the primary and high 
school level is very high. Girls who drop out al 
Class 6-7 very soon bccomc victims o f  teenage 
pregnancy and by about the age o f  20 they have 
about 5-6 children. The elder children often 
carry the burden o f  looking after the younger 
siblings when the mother goes about her work. 
It's a case of childhood being lost too early. If 
the mother could have been retained up to high 
school she might have gone on to com plete her 
higher secondary and perhaps even enter college 
o r learn some other skill sets w hich would serve 
her in good stead in the village where she comes 
from. But that's provided there are higher sec­
ondary schools within the village and students 
don 't have to com e all the way to Shillong or 
the o ther district headquarters and stay in a 
rented accommodation w hich means additional 
expenses for an already poor family.

In the villages o f  M eghalaya even today the 
family size begins at 7 members and could rise 
to 10-12 in a family. Family planning and even 
spacing are rejected outright and this is due to 
lack o f  education that could instill an under­
standing in young men and women that a large 
family where incomes are scarce, means staring 
at poverty. Children bom  to such families have 
no future unless they are exceptionally gifted 
and can circumvent the adverse circumstances 
o f  their birth An educated young m other would 
not want her child to wallow in abject poverty 
because o f  the lack o f  opportunities for educa­
tion. She wculd then ensure that she docs not 
ju st give birth to children without planning out 
a future for the child even before she/he is bom. 
T hat’s  wrhy education is important. It empowers 
women to plan the family size and to justify why 
that is needed. A person's actions and sense o f 
reasoning actually determine how educated that 
person is. Hence the criticality o f  education in 
rural Meghalaya!

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

Leaving behind 
a lasting legacies

By Dr Nsungbemo lining

A breath o f  
refreshing  

political 
analysis

Editor,
At the very onset lei me 

clarify that 1 belong to no 
political party; support no 
particular party or individual 
nor am I penning this missive 
to glorify any particular poli­
tician. I f  you as< me I think 
most o f  them an: opportun­
ists ; most arc in politics not 
to provide scrvi:c, b e n e fit, 
advantage nor do a good turn 
for the state and its people. 
Most o f  the politicians mov­
ing about in our midst arc 
pure business tren who sec 
political pow er as the best 
means to make money: in­
dulge in some shady busi­
ness deals with the least risk 
o f  being exposed o r as the 
best way to circumvent the 
law. Most o f  us haw  reached 
this stage o f  skepticism and 
cynicism about our political 
system and our politicians 
not bccausc we w ant to but 
because the politicians them­
selves and their actions have 
forccd us to come to  such 
inglorious conclusions. I am 
the first to admit that it’s the 
worst type o f  conviction and 
faith to have o f  one 's lead­

ers but the truth is. there is 
no alternative. Just can’t be 
helped. It has simply come to 
a stage where a politician's 
word is not even worth the 
breath o f  a ir  he spends in 
expressing it.

So  w hen  a p o lit ic ia n  
opens h is /her m outh and 
express a universal truth, it 
does come in as a breath o f  
fresh air. T he basis o f  my 
statem ent is based on the 
3rd Jan 2023 ST headlines 
"N P P not fo r  b ifurca tion  
o f  Meghalaya: A mparecn” . 
W hatever one thinks o r says 
about K ong A m parecn  I 
think on  this occasion she 
d eserves to  be applauded  
for not trying to be evasive 
but for speaking facts which 
incidentally happens to  be 
the naked truth. There is no 
possibility o f  further bifur­
cating Meghalaya either into 
an exclusive Khasi State or 
an exclusive Garx> state. Such 
a belief might be grist to  the 
mill o f  those w ho believe 
that only politics can and is 
the saving factor for the eth­
nic communities that make 
up Meghalaya. Such people 
tend to forget or are ignorant 
o f  the fact that Meghalaya as 
it is, is already economically 
un viable. None o f  the small, 
d im inutive  N orth E astern  
states, based purely on ethnic 
considerations a re  economi­
cally viable. We exist only

T he o ld  year has slipped 
into e tern ity  and the new  
begins, bu t we the people 
shall continue to  strive and 
fight harder to  achieve our 
dream s. I pray that w c  will 
be blessed with good health 
and m ore w isdom , w hile I 
call upon everyone not to 
shy  aw ay  from  engag ing  
w ith each o the r w ith c iv il­
ity despite ou r razor-sharp 
differences. Wc cannot a f­
ford to  a liena te  the  o the r 
a nd  th e  S ta te  and  C o m ­
m unity will not progress in 
an environm ent where one 
g roup  tends to  alienate the 
other and vice versa. In our 
m arch forw ard w e reaffirm 
that tru th a n d ju stic ca rco u r 
guiding principles.

We are  the Com m unity 
w hich continues to  live in 
denial and  this is self-dam ­
aging. T he Society is in a 
state o f  (lux and  will som e­
thing new com e along  and 
w ill there b e any  productiv­
ity in the State in 2023? The
ancicnt :agc, Eccler.iar.teo i:-
not telling us to  be contcnt 
o r com placent w ith the slate 
o f  being  w hen he  uttered. 
" Is  therc a  thing o f  which is 
said. ‘Sec this is new ’?" It 
has a lready been in  the ages 
b e fo re  u s .”  (E cc lesiaste s  
1:9-10). Thus. S J  Samartha 
in  h is  e x p o s itio n  o f  the  
teach ings o f  E cc lcsias tcs 
w rote, “R epetitive actions 
help us grow. They provide 
continuity, stability and op ­
portunities to grow  w hether 
in our personal lives o r  in 
ou r institutional existence. 
T ra d it io n  d o c s  h a v e  an  
im portant p lace  in hum an 
life bccause it provides us 
w ith the g round w ork, the 
foundation, w ithout which 
life w ould lose a  sense o f  
d irection and  orderliness."

But the past y ears for us 
in M eghalaya have been the 
dry and dead valley. C riti­
cal thinking is dead and no 
n ew  ideas have  em erged  
in politics, econom ics and 
re lig io n  for th a t m a tte r. 
In fac t, inno v a tiv e  ideas 
and  prog ressive  ideo logy  
a rc  being suppressed v io ­
lently even before they are 
fomied. A com m unity can­
not p ro long  its  ex is te n ce  
w ithout ideas and  innova­
tions. W hat w c have now 
is ju st a  copy-cat o r cut and 
paste version, w hereas orig­
ina lity  no longer m a tte rs 
and creativity  is considered 
dem onic. O ur schools, co l­
leges and  un iversities are 
not engaging anym ore and 
tim e m ay com e that they 
w ill no longer be a  p lace o f  
learn ing  a nd  ex p e rim e n t­
ing  w ith new  ideas. They 
w ill rather bccom c temples 
for indoctrination and  ou r 
c h i ld re n  w ill be fo rc c d  
fed  w ith  a  s in g le  s to ry . 
Though such a  tim e is  not 
too distant w hen even lo ­
cal histories are  no longer 
read and told if  they are not 
popular nor accepted by the 
m ajority . M ajoritarianism

bccause o f  the charity and 
financial doles wc reccivc 
from the centre. Demanding 
further bifurcation o f  such 
uneconom ical unp ro d u c ­
tive  po litica l units w ould 
therefore make no sense to 
New Delhi. Repeated acts 
o f  violence and mayhem are 
sim p ly  s treng then ing  the 
views o f  those who sec these 
small ethnic political units as 
unproductive* and in need o f  
better management.

As mentioned above our 
ow n political leaders have 
not been able to  convince 
the Centre otherwise. I f  this 
continues New Delhi might 
lose its patience and come 
up with steps inimical to our 
ow n in terests . R ecent a c ­
tions on Jammu & Kashmir 
is an obvious and  g laring 
example. So be careful with 
your unproductive political 
demands lest wc lose what 
wc even have: lest Shillong 
becom es a Union Territory: 
lest wc regret when it is too 
late lobe  repentant. For those 
who might not know, there 
already exist an underground 
demand to turn Shillong into 
a Union Territory. Be careful 
lest we aid them by our own 
foolishness. So on this score 
I would like to congratulate 
Kong Amparecn Lyngndoh 
for her foresight and timely 
po litica l analysis o f  w hat 
might result from emotional

(both N ational and  Local) 
is  knock ing  a t o u r  doors 
and  it w ill lord o v e r  ou r 
psyche and further lead to  
exploitation o f  the masses 
and  the w eak  T he politics 
o f  m ajoritarianism  thrives 
in the Socicly o r State or 
N ation  w here  peop le  a rc  
su ffe rin g  from  econom ic  
hardships. On the contrary 
h is to ry  h ad  p ro v e n  th a t 
m a jo rita ria n  p o litic s  had  
never been able to a lleviate 
the  pains and b ring  so lu ­
tions. rather it c reates m ore 
discord and disillusionment 
in  the  long run.

T o d ay  fear is  e n s la v ­
in g  th e  C om m un ity . We 
the  peop le  arc fea rfu l o f  
m en and  w om en w ho a re  
c o r r u p t  a nc  w h o  a b u se  
pow er. The th rea t to  ou r 
lives and being com es from 
ihe powerful nexus betw een 
po litica l-busincss  c lasses 
and  crim inal elem ents who 
a rc  u su rp in g  p o w er  like  
none before. Fear is d e ­
stroying ou r potential and 
reduces life to nothingness. 
I f  therc is  any resolution to 
be  taken this new year it is 
to  overcom e this fear and 
pul a challenge against the 
m enace o f  corruption and 
c rim inality  in governance 
and  politics.

C an  the Slate o f  M egha­
laya bccom c productive this 
new  year and in  the near

future? By looking a t the 
various perform ance indi­
ces o f  the pas. year (s) it can 
be said in  definitive term s
l lu l  d ie  |>io>cnl j i i i! (he
future a re  cx rcm cly tense. 
Let u s recap the figures and 
re se a rch  find ings w h ich  
are  te lling  die lam entable 
c o n d itio n s  o f  o u r  S ta le . 
In (he e conom ic  sp h e re , 
M eghalaya recorded a mea­
ge r 2%  growth rate and is 
tire slow est in the country. 
T he m inim um  w age paid 
to  w orkers in the  State is 
p re tty  low  at Rs 381 .00  
a s  com pared  w ith  Sikkim  
w hich pays workers at Rs
5 0 0 .0 0  p e r  day. F u r th e r  
in the N et State Domestic 
Product (N S PD ) M egha­
laya is ranked a t the 30th 
position with the p e r capita 
income o f  Rs 82.182.00 and 
is am ongst t ic  five States 
w ith low est per cap ita  in­
com e  in the  C ountry. A s 
per the  research findings.

demands that have no sub­
stance.

Yours etc., 
Toki Blah.
Via email

Dem ocracy  
and secularism

Editor
Democracy and secular­

ism arc two o f the greatest 
achiev em cntsof Independent 
India. Secularism suits the 
genius o f  a multi-religious, 
m ulti-ethnic and multi-lin- 
gual country like ours. Secu­
lar democracy works best in 
an environment o f  pluralism, 
respect and tolerance toward 
others , where there is the 
freedom  to  practice o n e ’s 
beliefs. Democracy is now 
threatened by religious ma­
joritarianism. claim ing that 
the basic definition o f  nation­
alism derives from religious 
communities Recently, the 
letter, purportedly from the 
Assam State police’s Spccial 
Branch, sought information 
front all SP$ on Christian 
activities, validating an a t­
tempt to curtail the freedom 
o f  religion as guaranteed by 
the Constitution o f  India.

In the contcxl o f  the In­
digenous corrmunitics, most 
indigenous societies have
w n  their tr.nlilinn.il n rrkrs
d isrup ted  through contact

in Shillong a  family o f  four 
needs to  cam  Rs 20.000.00 
to barely survive.

T h e  h e a lth  in d ic a to rs  
a lso  show  M eg halaya  as 
the w orst perform ing  State. 
A ccording to the G overn­
m ent’s ow n report, "S tun t­
ing am ong children is44% . 
a n em ia  a m o n g  p reg n a n t 
w om en is 53.30% , both in ­
fant m ortality  and m aternal 
mortality rates are alarm ing 
w h ere  in fa n t  d e a th s  fo r 
ev ery  1000 live  b irth s  is 
34 and M aternal deaths per
100.000 live births is 197." 
(S o c ia l W elfare  D e p a r t­
m ent: W om en and  C h ild  
D evelopment 2021). Health 
carc  lias failed abysm ally 
and besides o the r diseases, 
w c the  people  a rc  facing 
a  huge challenge  against 
cancer as M eghalaya is the 
h ighest in can c e r p rev a ­
lence and  East K hasi H ills 
District recorded the second 
h ighest c an c c r  in c idence  
rate. C ancer causes noi just 
untim ely  death s , bu t a lso  
cost peoples’ earnings and 
live lihoods so dearly . A l­
though cancer is treatable, 
but access to quality  treat­
ment is nil for the people in 
the State, excep ting  those 
w ho can  affo rd  trea tm ent 
outside and regular G overn­
ment em ployees w hom  the 
State reim burses fully  for 
their treatm ent, w hereas the

rest a re  suffering for w ant 
o f  quality clinical treatment 
anti support.

Sad ly , those  in  pow er
a ic  a l tv a p  in denial iiHidc
that education in the State 
is rotting and  will collapse 
so oner than  w c  though t. 
In the recent past different 
groups o f  teachers w ere on 
the streets to protest against 
the ill treatm ent m eted out 
to them , like  the non-dis- 
burscm cnt o f  salary, regu­
larization o f  their em ploy­
ment c t al. H as the G overn­
ment arrived at live final and 
conclusive solution to  these 
problem s w hich seem ed to  
be pe rennial in  na ture  in 
M eg h ala y a?  W hat i f  the 
G overnm ent had only done 
patch w ork ju s t to appease 
the ag itating teachers? So. 
in 2023  again  the  s tre e ts  
w ill be  rep le n ish e d  w ith  
ag itations and  protests! Wc 
should also not forget that 
sundry N GOs and pressure

with the more powerful so­
cieties. The impact o f  colo­
nialism saw the erosion o f  
traditional indigenous social 
structures. Hcnec, therc is a 
need for indigenous spiritu­
ality to  be recognised as a 
religion and belief, so that 
freedom o f  religion and be­
lief for the indigenous Khasi- 
Ja in tia  can  be  effec tive ly  
promoted and protected. It 
is the government's obliga­
tion to protect the minority 
indigenous groups.

Yours etc., 
Dr. Omariin Kyndiah, 

Via email

Kiang  
N angbah’s 

unseem ly attire
Editor,
Com e D ecem ber 30 and 

various N G Os as w ell as 
the government heaps rich 
tributes on the sacrifice and 
heroism  o f  ou r ow n  Woh 
Kiang Nangbah, a freedom 
fighter and martyr o f  Jaintia 
H ills  w ho fought against 
the atrocities o f  the English 
people.

But w hat is painful about 
watching the commem ora­
tion o f  u Woh Kiang N ang­
bah  in  front o f  the  C ivil 
H ospital G ate, is his attire 
in the statue. I had drawn at-

g roups arc a lready on  their 
toes to  agitate for the fulfill­
m ent o f  the ir longstanding 
d e m ands. W c a re  ga zin g  
at the rough and  turbulent 
road  ah ead . T herefore, it 
is vital for the people and 
c o m m u n it ie s  to  e n g a g e  
a nd  delibera te  an d  not to 
a llo w  h a te  a n d  ta rg e te d  
v iolence to  distract us from 
the real issues, like poverty, 
u n e m p lo y m e n t,  c rim c s . 
corruption, degeneration o f  
environm ent and  tribal land 
a lienation etc.

In the social sphere, wc 
a rc  no w  d iv id e d  b y  the  
h igh concrete  w alls (both 
sy m b o lica lly  a n d  p ra c ti­
c a l ly )  a n d  g o n e  a rc  the  
days w hen a neighborhood 
is  an ex tended  and  inc lu­
sive family. Ten years ago. 
K o n g  S ilv c r in c  S w c r  in 
her piece "M em ories from 
th e  U tn k h rah "  la m en ted  
o v e r  the  deg en e ra tio n  o f  
an  egalitarian society like 
ours and she cried out that 
those high w alls have suc­
cessfully m anaged to create 
strangers out o f  next-door 
neighbors . A las! the h igh 
concrete w alls a lso  sym bol­
ize the divide  betw een the 
h aves a nd  have-no ts , the 
ruled and rulers. T hose  are 
the im penetrable w alls that 
deny access to basic needs 
like food, shelter, clothing 
and  w ater to  m ajority o f  the 
population.

T his is  the e lection year 
and  the e lection to the State 
Legislative A ssembly is just 
tw o m onths away. O f  late 
the entire State and  Capital 
C ity  w as buzzing  w ith fes­
tivals: m any o f  them being 
e lec tion  induccd  festivals 
where m oney and prizes arc 
in abundance. I have noth­
ing against festivities, but 
e lection induccd festivities 
arc problem atic a s they arc 
o rgan ized  for the specific 
purpose o f  g rabbing votes 
and  a re  m eaningless sincc 
they arc held only months 
o r  w eeks before elec tions 
and  oncc in  five years. It is 
a huge w astage  o f  public 
m oney w ith  zero p roduc­
tivity.

1 h is  new  y e ar w c  a re  
a ll p raying for peace, but 
pcacc is a relative term  and 
there can be neither pcacc 
nor hope w ithout Truth and 
Ju s ticc . T he S ta te  n eeds 
p e ac e  a nd  d e v e lo p m e n t, 
bu t buying peoples’ votes 
w ith m oney o r intim idation 
w ith physical vio lence  o r 
ostracization i f  they don ’t 
vote  for a particular party 
o r  individual (s)  will never 
bring grow th and  progress. 
Rather this could push the 
S ta te  to  c o m p lete  b rea k ­
down.

W ish a ll a  b lessed New 
Year

(K y r s o ib o r  P y r tu h  is  
an  Independent Candidate  
fro m  KA M  M eghalaya. I 7 
N o rth  S h illo n g  C onstitu ­
ency)

tent ion to  this matter in July, 
last year urging that whoever 
built the statue should cor­
rect the glaring mistake o f  
hav ing  m ade W oh K iang 
Nagbah w ear some kind o f 
a skirt or a  sarong. This is 
absolutely wrong. A ccord­
ing to our Pnar tradition, no 
male member should w ear a 
skirt or sarong as this attire is 
exclusively m eant for wom­
enfolk. I had even mentioned 
in my le tte r that w hoever 
built the statue could take a 
look at the a ttire o f  Woh Ki­
ang Nangbah at Syntu Ksiar, 
Jowai in order to get a  true to 
life image o f  our hero.

The statue o f  Woh Kiang 
Nangbah in front o f  the Civil 
Hospital G ate. Shillong is 
an eyesore and it is painful 
to behold this glaring error. 
Hcncc my only request and 
a p p ea l to  th e  c o n cc rn c d  
party once again is to  cor­
rect th is error a s soon as 
possible. This will give Woh 
Kiang N angbah a true and 
honest recognition that he 
deserves.

Yours etc., 
Helen Dkhar.

Via email

A r t ic le s  and  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong Times

T he y«ar 2022 ended  
w ith  th e  w o rld  b id d in g  
tearful adieu to  three very 
inspiring personalities that 
a rc  e v e r  know n to m an ­
k ind  o f  litis g e n e ra tio n : 
H ccrabcn M odi, the ador­
in g  m o the r o f  N arcnd ra  
M odi, prim e m in is te r  o f  
India and one o f  the most 
p o w erfu l le a d e rs  in  th e  
world today. Pclc. a larger- 
than-life ieon in the world 
o f  football and  Pope Bene­
dict XVI. i  German Priest 
who had once enjoyed the 
support and loyalty o f  more 
than  o n e-seven th  o f  the  
w orld’s  population and the 
first Pope o f  the C atholic 
C hurch to resign in  more 
than 500 years.

T h e  th r e e , w h o  a l l  
passed away on December 
30-31,2022, do not possess 
any legitim ate o r  officially 
d e fin e d  p o lit ica l p o w er
o r au tho rity  du ring  the ir  
lifetime. Y:t their influence 
and the role tltey played had 
im pacted lives a ll a round 
th e  w o r k ,  tra n s c e n d in g  
hum an barriers. H um an­
ity  represen ting  d ifferen t 
n a t io n a l itie s ,  r e lig io n s , 
language*, p o litica l id e ­
ologies and cu ltures rallied 
around the personalities o f  
H ccrabcn M odi. Pele and 
Pope Benedict XVI to draw 
inspiration, hope and  joy. 
and adored them. O ne way 
o r the o th :r, the  inspiring 
life the three had lived had 
un ified  hum anity, am idst 
conflicts a id  divisions that 
c o n fro n t lhe w o rld , and  
m ake the world still a live­
able planet for mankind.

The moving scene o f  an 
em otional N arcndra Modi 
leaving the- national capital 
to his hometown to see for 
the  last tim e the life less  
body  o f  his m o th e r  and  
then  carry ing  h is  m o m ’s 
dead  body to  the  funeral 
pyre had touched the hearts 
o f  the world. At that given 
m om ent w hen l.ifi* ram i ' 
c a llin g , ttic m e an in g  o f  
being a v e y  pow erful man 
and live status o f  N arcndra 
M odi a s a p rim e m inister 
ceased: instead, he  becam e 
just a  grieving son w ho was 
returning ionic to  see  his 
deceased mother.

H ccrabcn M odi repre­
sents the struggle o f  Indian 
w om en from the  poorest 
section o f  society. T he sto­
ry o f  H ccrabcn M odi and 
many Indian women o f  her 
class is a  sxjry o f  a lifelong 
strugg le , in the  m ids t o f  
poverty  a id  ha rdsh ip , to  
f ind  w ays a nd  m e an s to  
raise  and  support a fam ­
ily and pravide basic  and 
decen t education  to  the ir 
c h ild ren . F rom  hardsh ip  
to raising a son who went 
on  to  bccom c th e  p rim e  
minister oft lie second-most 
p o p u lo u s  c o u n try  in the 
world, her life w ill inspire 
m any w oaicn around  the 
world who a re  facing sim i­
lar problems and challenges 
like  her. and w ould  give  
them strength and  courage 
to  face those  lif e ’s c h a l­
lenges. Albeit her passing, 
the inspiring personality o f  
H ccrabcn Modi will forever 
be e tched n the hearts and 
m inds o f  humanity.

A n d  if  th e  s to r y  o f  
lleeraben  M odi is a  story 
o f  inspiration, the story o f  
Pclc is a  story o f  bringing 
cheers and excitem ent to 
m illions o f  foo tball fans 
acro ss  the g lobe  through 
the beautiful gam e that he 
had once played and fans 
a round  Ihe w orld  fondly 
rem em bered . M ore  than 
four decades have  passed 
sincc  he  stopped  playing 
football, until his dem ise, 
y e t the  m eaning  tha t he 
gave to the gam e continues 
to dominate the w orld foot­
ball’s discourse. Today, one 
cannot tale about football 
w ithout ta lk ing  abou t o r 
remembering Pele. 1 le  w as 
the one  who had added a 
new dim crsion to the game 
o f  football that a  football 
is  not ju st a ga m e  but a 
beau tifu l gam e: m eaning 
football is no t ju s t about

tw odiffcrcnt teams playing 
for a  win, it’s m ore about 
bringing joy  and cheers to 
m ankind . E ngag ing  w ith 
football means setting aside 
real life’s ha rdsh ipsanddif­
ficulties for the tim e being, 
and  taking a  m om ent to sec 
the brighter and lighter side 
o f  life!

P elc’s career in football 
cam e a t the tim e w hen the 
w orld w as a t the peak o f  
the Cold War. D ccadcsaftcr 
the  d isastrous tw o  w orld  
w ars, the w orld w as still a 
troubled place. U ncertainty 
a nd  tension  con tinued  to 
plague hum anity w ith the 
w orld divided betw een the 
e a s te rn  c o m m u n is t b lo c  
and  the w estern democratic 
b lo c . It w as d u r in g  th is  
troubled tim e that the beau­
tiful gam e o f  football, led 
by Pclc and h is generation 
o f  football’s  heroes and leg­
ends. provided the platform 
for people tom  apart by dif­
ferent political ideologies to 
com e together and celebrate 
humanity through the game 
o f  football. Football indeed 
had played its part w ell in 
g iving a ray o f  hope for hu­
manity at the lim e w hen the 
dark clouds o f  uncertainty 
covered  the w orld during  
the era o f  the C old War.

If  Pclc’s beautiful gam e 
gave  hope to hum anity at 
the height o f  the Cold War. 
it w as the institution o f  the 
Pope that becam e on e  o f  
the instrum ental forces in 
bringing the end o f  the Cold 
War. Remember, the defeat 
o f  Com m unism  and the fall 
o f  the iron curtain in East­
ern Europe w as a trium ph 
o f  hum an ity . I t w a s  the  
so lidarity  m ovem ent that 
w as launched in Poland in 
tlte 1980s and supported by 
Pope John Paul II, a  Polish 
Pope and  a predecessor o f  
Pope Benedict X V I. which 
had liberated E astern E u­
rope from the c lutches o f  
com m unism . T he e lection 
o f  a Polish Pope in 1978 
b y  th e  C h u rc h  o f  R om e 
encouraged the Polish c iti­
z ens to  ra ise  the ir voices 
against Com m unism  in the 
country. W ithin years after 
the  e lec tion , a  revolu tion  
b roke out in Poland which 
led to  the overthrow ing o f  
th e  com m unist regim e in 
the  country  and  rep laced  
b y  a  p ro -w e s te rn  d e m o ­
c ra tic  g o v e rn m e n t. T h is  
ripple effect o f  the defeat 
o f  com m unism  in Poland 
s p re a d  a ll  o v e r  E as te rn  
E urope in  the  subsequent 
y ears  and ev en tu a lly  led 
to  the disintegration o f  the 
mighty USSR in 1991 into
15 independent states.

P o p e  B e n e d ic t X V I, 
w ho succccdcd Pope John 
Paul II. had led the C atho­
lic faithfuls com prising o f  
m ore than one billion and 
represen ted  th e  C hristian  
com m unity at large in pre­
serving and elefending the 
conservative values o f  the 
C hris tian  faith  and  trad i­
tions until his unexpected 
re s ig n a tio n  in  F e b ru a ry  
2013. Pope Benedict w ill 
b e  best r em e m b e re d  fo r 
h is  unapologetic  dc fcncc  
o f  the Biblical position o f  
m a rria g e  a s a un ion  b e ­
tw e en  o ne  m an  and  one  
w om an , C om plcm en ta ri-  
anism  as the sole criterion 
for C h u rc h  m in is try  and  
re lig io u s  freedom . Pope 
B e n ed ic t 's  u n a p o lo g e tic  
dcfcncc o f  those Conserva­
t iv e  C hristian  values, for 
w hich the C hristian com ­
m unity should be  forever 
g ratefu l, cam e am idst the 
onslaught from the liberal 
forccs again st those  v a l­
ues which not only affccts 
Christianity but threatens to 
devalue humanity.

Tlte com m on thread that 
b rought H ccrabcn  M odi. 
P ele  a nd  P ope  B ened ic t 
XVI together w as that the 
life tltey lived represented 
the best o f  humanity. And 
ta k in g  in s p i ra tio n  from  
th e m , d ra w in g  th e  b est 
ou t o f  their life and living 
in  accord with it will help 
hum anity tow ards creating 
a  better world.

“Whot we have now is ju s t  a  copy-cat 
or cut and paste version, whereas 

originality no longer matters and creativity 
is considered demonic. Our schools, 

colleges and universities are not engaging 
anymore and time may come that they will 

no longer he a place o f  learning and  
experimenting with new ideas. ”
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Ritualism Vs Science: Are we 
heading towards a fourth wave?

“The highest form o f ignorance is when 
you reject something you don't know

unything about. ”
—Wayne Dyer 
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Delayed discourse
FLOGGING a dead horse serves no purpose. 
It's a  waste o f one’s precious time and effort. 
This was so with the set o f  58 petitions that 
challenged the November 8, 2016 decision to 
ban high-value currency notes. The deed was 
done and the nation passed through a period o f 
misery. The dust having settled down, a serious 
question could arise why a judicial post mortem 
now. six years after the epic late-night decision 
announced cut o f  the blue by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. A constitution bench o f  the apex 
court lias finally ruled, hopefully once and for 
all. that the decision o f  the Union Government 
was valid. In a  dissenting note, one judge took 
the stand that the decision was “vitiated and 
unlawful” though she admitted that it could not 
be rescinded now. The apex court, on its part, 
was duty-bound to go through the decision and 
pass a  vcrdici. Yet, a question could arise why it 
took so many years for it to arrive at a  conclusion 
and ring the curtains down.

The stand that the government took in support 
o f  the note ban at that time itself was that this 
was a strong step against the problem o f coun­
terfeit currency flow from Pakistan, loads o f  
them, as also to curb the menace o f  black money, 
terror financing and tax evasion. The note ban 
was done without sufficient preparations and the 
government justified it by saying sccrccy was o f 
utmost importance. A huge sum o f  Rs 10 lakh 
crore was believed to have been wiped out o f the 
nation’s  financial system. It took months to re­
plenish the currency stocks in banks for normal 
transactions. A grim result was that the national 
economy went into a tailspin. The situation was 
worsened by the difference in sizes o f  the new 
notes and tlie banned ones. ATM machines could 
not reconcile with the size difference. Worse, the 
government resorted to a strange step -  printing 
and releasing huge sums o f  newly introduced, 
highest value Rs 2000 notes. These helped more 
in the reverse m anner -  that it becam e easier for 
people to hoard money. That situation continues 
even today and expectations that the government 
would eventually ban this currency were belied. 
It’s small comfort, though, that its printing has 
been stopped. It would have been better if  the 
Suprem e Court had gone into such aspects 
while considering the batch o f  petitions and is­
sued necessary advisory to the government. It’s 
natural that governments too err -  but the apex 
court rightly said that it was in no position to 
“supplant the wisdom o f the executive with its 
own wisdom.”

By Dr Saaliil Nongrum

Watching 
Covid-19 as we 
welcome 2023

By T Jacob John and Jagdisli Ruttununi

i
W hy the attack  
on Christians?

Editor,
I am writing lo  express 

my conccm and anguish at 
the reccnt violcncc against 
C hristians in  India. Thank 
you for covering these sad 
to p ic s  in  your e steem ed  
newspaper. It i> incumbent 
upon every praciising Hindu 
to  p ro tes t such vio lcncc . 
Hindu miscreants who en­
gage in  this typ; o f  vandal­
ism betray and harm their 
ow n religion fa* more than 
the religions they attack. A 
nation in which ihc majority 
bully the minorily is lawless 
and dysfunctional.

I have  long  w ondered  
w hat converted  the m ild  
Hindu to  militancy. In the 
aftermath o f  independence, 
one could argue that despite 
be ing  a m ajority . H indus 
w ere bullied by some m i­
nority religious groups. But 
surely the reaction in the last 
seventy-five y e a s  has been 
excessive and brutal? This 
kind o f  violcncccom cs from 
Hindu identity issues •• not 
from  the p rac iicc  o f  this 
syn c re tic , b road-m inded , 
and generous re igion.

Yours etc..
Deep; Majumdar.

Via email

Jo in ing  politics in 
o rd e r to  corrup t

E ditor.
Corruption has become a

nemesis in our State and it’s 
largely because coal business 
has exceeded the bounds o f  
physical corruption and has 
touched the ethical realm. 
That is what I’ll try to get at in 
this letter. Is there something 
ugly, dubious and outrightly 
unethical going on in the coal 
business  in M eghalaya? I 
would have to give a 'Yes’ to 
the first pan o f  this question 
for the sim ple reason that 
enorm ous trucks carry ing  
these enormous loads arc as 
incongruous in our landscape 
as a polar bear in Africa - the 
roads and  every th ing  e lse 
about these hills being petite 
and graceful. And the young, 
small built drivers o f  these 
monstrous looking trucks add 
to the incongruity.

To the second part viz "is 
there something dubious go­
ing on in the transportation o f  
coal?" I have no other answer 
than a 'Y es ' again. Dubious 
because i f  we take into con­
sideration that the coal being 
transported is supposedly old 
stock auctioned  m ateria l, 
how come it is a never- end­
ing stream o f  trucks plying 
night after night for hundreds 
o f  days. Surely the auctioned 
stock would have depleted 
long before now. Is anyone • 
Policc Deptt. Minerals facptt. 
Forest Dcptt etc.. entering 
the details o f  the coal pass­
ing through their respective 
stations? Obviously not. be­
cause i f  they did the records 
would damn the men in high 
places to such an extent that 
w hatever gratification that
m aybe com ing  th e ir  w ay

After the biggest and most 
aggressive Covid-19 wave 
in C hina, there have been 
rum ours o f  a fourth wave 
in India. National and state 
officials have had high-level 
discussions, practise drills, 
and issued some advisories 
based on speculations. Natu­
rally. this lias led to some ap­
prehension and uneasiness 
am ong the general public 
forcing us to ask, " Is  there 
a possibility that a fresh na­
tional Covid w ave would hit 
India?" The XBB and BF.7 
variants have been around 
for a while, and they haven't 
caused an upsurge in India 
and in the absence o f  a vari­
ety  that is even more highly 
contagious another wave is 
highly unlikely.

A five-step plan o f  test- 
tr ac k - trc a t-v a cc in a tc  and 
Covid-appropriatc behaviour 
w as used by India to restrict 
the spread o f  the coronavirus, 
according to a letter that the 
Health Ministry o f  India sent 
to  all the slates and Union 
Territories on December 20.
2022. The letter draw s public 
attention to the operational 

uidclincs for the updated 
’ovid-19 surveillance strategy, 

which were released in June. 
2022 and ca lls  for prompt 
identification, isolation, testing, 
and management o f  suspected 
and oanfumcd cases in order 
to identify and confirm out­
breaks o f  new SARS-CoV-2 
variants.

The let ter also recommends 
that the states and UTs ramp 
up their genome sequencing 
efforts through designated 
labo ra to ries  to enable the 
prompt identification o f  novel 
variations that will aid in the 
implementation o f  necessary 
public health measures. The 
administration has also decided 
to reinstate random testing at 
the nation's airports for visitors 
from outside.

All o f this reads well, feels 
important and has awarded it- 
scl fa lot o f  pleasurable moans, 
but here’s where sonic o f  us 
have an issue.

Question one - are these 
automatic responses supported 
by facts? We've been dealing 
with the pandemic for the past 
three years. I f  we choose to 
heed them, we have sufficient 
evidence to guide our actions. 
What do we have in its place, 
though? We receive bureau­
cratic letters that reiterate the 
flawed policies that brought 
much suffering and collateral 
damage.

Ritualism lias taken a ped­
estal o f  importance, leaving 
sciencc to fester in the comer 
o f the room. We may excuse 
the mistakes made in die early 
stages o f the pandemic when 
there wasn’t enough informa­
tion. In contrast, i f  the same 
errors continue to  be made 
after sufficient information is 
accumulated and the virus is 
no longer a novel threat, they 
would represent acts o f com­
mission ratltcr than omission.

In our nation, w e have a 
huge population that live in

would be too painful a price 
to  pay especially  the con­
tempt they would face from 
their fellow men whom they 
rcspcct most.

If sonic uncanny manipu­
lation is going on w e do not 
know but w e do suspect that 
it is, th e re fo re  som eth ing  
dubious is dragging the stock 
on and on. To the different 
Departm ents that a rc  con­
nected with the maintenance 
o f  records and supervision o f  
the coal transported from the 
State, and the workmen who 
serve  a s  the  m onito rs and 
data entry recorders o f  the 
consignments in transit from 
one gate to  another, presum­
ing that it docs not appear 
to them altogether to be a 
shameful thing to be utilized 
as they arc like the screw s o f  
a machine and the stopgaps 
as it were o f  the human spirit 
o f  morality, one can say noth­
ing better than in poverty o f  
spirit there is cheerfulness in 
collusion. And therefore, on 
the question o f  dubious it is 
an unequivocal ‘Yes’...bu t 
away w ith all this specula­
tion. I’ll get dow n to how 
it’s happening in the answer 
to the last question.

The last question is still 
left unanswered, namely if  
something outrightly unethi­
cal is going on? W hat people 
say is much less important 
tha t w hat th e y  a re  do ing  
and  so  rcgardfcss o f  what 
is being said that this coal 
belongs to the auctioned old 
stock everyone know s it is 
something else altogether... 
something unethical because

close quarters. Over the past 
th ree years, the majority o f  
people who naturally contract­
ed various coronavirus strains 
have recovered. With the "test, 
track, isolate’’ approach, a very 
sm all nunibci o f  infections 
were found. Instead it was 
incredibly expensive, labour- 
intensive. and tine-consuming, 
upsetting a lot o f individuals 
who had no symptoms.

The "test, trace, isolate" 
routine is useless for deter­
mining transmission. It will 
only lead to official tyranny, 
stigma, and the exploitation o f 
the common pjople. Panic at 
the population level might have 
negative health effects. This is 
akin to  searching for a needle 
in a haystack. Random airport 
screenings o f international 
passengers wi I inconvenience 
the passengers and leave them 
open to abuse.

It is exceedingly irrespon­
sible for authorities to provide 
directions that are unnecessary. 
The Indian experience during 
the second wave was mostly 
panic that caiscd a medical 
rush resulting in countless 
fatalities. As *ve saw during 
the second wave in our nation, 
these arc swiftly picked up by 
(lie 24-hour media to intensify 
the level o f  terror among the 
populace.

Low fatality rates reported 
ftom varioussero-studics ought 
to have been extensively publi­
cised to assuage public anxiety 
and terror. Such encouraging 
messages would also help to 
rebuild people’s trust in public 
health organisations, which are 
currently at an all-time low, 
globally. Such ponic-rcduction 
measures would undoubtedly 
be  a big setback for those who 
make money utilising the "fear 
is the key," marketing ploy. Ge­
nomic survcil lances for novel 
variations arc an expensive but 
fruitless endeavour too.

Coronaviruses frequently 
undcigo mutations. Four cir­
culating corcnavmises. which 
arc less severe than the initial 
SARS-CoV-2. arc responsible 
for the common cold. A person 
is not invulnerable to colds 
indefinitely after contracting 
one from one of these vi ruses. 
The person may come into 
contact with otticr coronavirus 
strains or their immunity may 
wear off. Furthermore, because 
the viruses that cause colds arc 
continually evolving, it is hard 
to develop a vaccine that is ef­
fective agaiast every strain that 
is currently in circulation. Even 
if  one were to exist, the immu­
nity it would confer would not 
be permanent.

There is no reason to believ e 
that SARS-CoV-2 operates dif­
ferently from other coronavi- 
ruses. so it is most likely tliat 
we won't be able to create an 
efficient and kng-lasting vac­
cine. even if  many are created 
and used in record time as was 
done in unholy haste during tltc 
present pandenic.

Whether o» not anthropo*

unethical impulses arc about 
the only justification a sane 
individual can offer for this 
prolonged transportation o f  
"old stock.’’ It is disgusting 
to admit that merely for the 
sake  o f  extra incom e the 
bureaucracy ax* prepared for 
personal enslavement to the 
legislators as a i  essential part 
ot their existence, and it is 
even more disgusting to think 
that by this corrupt means o f 
increasing their w ealth they 
have to carry ihc disgrace o f 
being branded as corrupt ones 
the type that can be changed 
and manipulated into a ’Yes 
Sir -  No Sir’ grade that es­
sentially is  way below  the 
Grade IV employees and most 
certainly the worst is that they 
declare tliat tlicrccan be a pricc 
at which a man can be bought 
and that there is nothing higher 
and purer than money.

All arc accomplices, and by 
all. 1 mean the State Officers, 
the Central offerers and those 
o f  the Gov ernment o f  Assam 
as well for the simple reason 
that the pcmiksiblc quantity 
o f  old auctioned coal is well 
known to all of them yet they 
blindly allow the movement o f 
one consignment aftcranothcr 
through their gates regardless 
o f  w hether lie  perm issible 
stock has exceeded. knowing 
fully well thai i f  an audit o f  
theirrecords was done it would 
expose the whole damn rot 
from start to finish.

It is unctliKal because in 
the present madness o f  a sys­
tem which h is chccks and 
balances at many levels no 
one - not a single one - whose

centric hunians like il. nature 
provides equal opportunity for 
survival to  all liv ing things. All 
tluiving living things adapt to 
their environment according to 
Darwin's Law in order to sur­
vive. These adaptations occur 
via mutations, brought on by 
unintentional replication faults 
and probably under selection 
pressure  from  w idespread  
pandemic vaccinations.

Such flaws, according to the 
rules o f  successful parasitism, 
arc advantageous to the virus 
and to people. Errors that make 
tltc virus more likely to survive 
spread, while others arc elimi­
nated in the natural selection 
process. A deadly vims does 
not travel far, it diesalong with 
its unfortunate host, resulting in 
a terminal infection.

Even a variety with severe 
symptoms won't spread be­
cause such patients will isolate 
themselves and avoid social 
interactions. They will eventu­
ally lose the virus because there 
is no diatKC for transmission. 
The less virulent strains diat do 
not kill the host and cause only 
very minor to nosymptonis arc 
the ones that will endure and 
spread far.

People w ho have these 
strains o f die v irus wi II mix and 
spread the virus' benign off­
spring widely. High lethality is 
inversely correlated with high 
transmissibility. Contrarily. 
benign variations will cause far 
more significant population- 
level immunity dirough minor 
natural illnesses with very- little 
mortality.

Sterile madicmatical mod­
els incorrectly anticipated die 
end o f  the world at the begin­
ning o f  the epidemic. resulting 
in harsh measures, accompa­
nying collateral damage, and 
economic setbacks. Genomic 
sequencing and surveillance 
shouldn't cause us to panic and 
launch comparable illogical 
catastrophic actions just as the 
pandemic is coming to a stop.

W hile policy should  be 
based on real-world circum­
stances. such as how frequently 
critical cases end up in hospi­
tals and intensive care units, 
genomic studies should remain 
academic exercises, binding a 
mutant through geneticsurveil­
lance and causing panic that 
leads to restrictive measures 
is unwarranted. Chances are 
that a new variety lias already 
imperceptibly spread dirough- 
out the population before it was 
discovered.

Contrary to luunans. who 
carry out ecological balance 
clumsily and with a great deal 
o f  propaganda and fanfare, 
most o f  which turn out to be in­
effective in the end. nature does 
it quietly and effectively. The 
sensible course o f action would 
be to  improve ou r nation's 
public health infrastructure, 
which w as made vulnerable 
during the second wave o f  die 
epidemic, and work toward 
achieving overall physical and 
mental liealth at tltc indiv idual

duty it is to present facts and 
Figures to the people is do­
ing anything about it and our 
Slate is being systematically 
plundered by two o r three who 
hold the reins and history will 
bear me out when 1 say that 
in a plot to plunder and loot 
there always arc two actors... 
Frank and Jesse James. Bonnie 
and Clyde. Black Beard and 
Charles Vane, and the list goes 
o n  Ilicre arc two pulling tlic 
strings in this case as well and 
they can only be from among 
the politicians and tlic bureau­
cracy? Where is the internal 
moial lesson that was grilled 
into them in their childhood 
at home and at school and in 
their religious places? IX) they 
no longer know what it is like 
to breathe freely; to know what 
it feels like when one has total 
command o f  self, lo be free 
from a guilty conscience diat 
disgusts the soul when you 
read the newspaper and look 
enviously at your rich neigh­
bour knowing that he and you 
arc one o f a kind made rich by 
tlx; rapid rise o f  corruption anil 
doing away with honesty in die 
pursuit o f  wealth?

Everyone involved in this 
m adness o f  explo iting  the 
States’ resources for personal 
gains should on tlic contrary 
say to himself, "it would be 
better i f  1 was in my fathcis’ 
house serving among the up­
right - anything rather than 
continu ing  in th is state o f  
disgraceful slavery, this inner 
bitterness and malice towards 
self." Ill is would be die proper 
spirit dun the w uikfuicc in 
Meghalaya, which is largely

level.
It is  useless to  pursue a 

rapidly evolving virus widi a 
low lethality. Without paying 
attention to the fundam en­
tals, science has a propensity 
to become ritualistic. While 
religious rituals arc generally 
good and offer comfort to die 
spirit, ritualism in science is not 
always good because interven­
tion entails introducing active 
com ponents w ith sporadic  
short-term side-eftccts and am­
biguous long-term damages.

Additionally, without any 
proof o f  their effectiveness, 
senseless restrictions like lock­
dow ns and social isolation 
create great suffering and eco­
nomic hardship for the poor. 
What can we now do? First and 
foremost, we should take care 
o f our liealth. A pandemic can 
be catastrophic in any country. 
Care for our liealth and mak­
ing sure to pay attention to our 
nutrition, regular exercise, and 
eating enough to prov ide energy 
for tlic day are imperative. All 
types o f  virutx’6 can bo elimi­
nated by keeping our bodies 
and environment clean. While 
travelling we still need to carry 
hand sanitizcrs and wash our 
hands thoroughly, following the 
WHO’s  recommendations. The 
kitchen and bathroom should 
be c lean, and  d isinfectants 
should be used in various parts 
o f  the house. The virus spreads 
through the mouth and nose and 
eventually even secretes from 
there because this is a respira­
tory illness. We must shield 
ou r faces, especially  while 
sneezing. Using a mask in busy 
arcasaiid avoiding contact with 
anyone who has an illness is 
good practice. A mask is still 
a  must while travelling. I f  we 
have a respiratory infection 
w e should stay home. I f  we 
need to go out we should be 
masked. I f  w e arc vulnerable, 
w e ought to  stay masked in 
un fam ilia r  com pany o r if  
someone around us is obvi­
ously ill. I f  there is a lot o f  
infcctions'cases in the com ­
munity. stay ing  m asked in 
crowds is excellent practice.

We need to maintain a ro­
bust im mune system. People 
with weak im mune systems 
should pay close attention to 
their needs. If one is diabetic 
o r hypertensive one should 
m ain ta in  the blood  sugar 
under control. Heart disease 
patients are prone to a wide 
range o f  illnesses, including 
the influenza virus.

Even though the pandem­
ic  is undoubtedly abating, 
people must maintain their 
health  for a b e tte r  future. 
There is no ha mi in exercis­
ing caution even after Covid 
has disappeared since another 
illness could emerge. Hence 
m a in ta in ing  both physical 
and mental health is o f  vital 
importance.

(The writer is CMO, De­
pa rtm e n t o f  A cciden ts and  
Emergency, M ahatm a Gan­
dhi Institute o f  M edical S c i­
ences and  Katfurba Hospital, 
Sevagram)

dominated by Christian ethics, 
ought to make clear to them­
selves and to their neighbours. 
O ur position from 1970 to 
the mid 90s was that we arc 
a category o f  workers above 
board and that our stancc on 
knowingly submitting to the 
temptations o f  extra money 
is an impossibility not merely 
because w e are  required to 
maintain the cthics handed 
down to us but because i f  we 
do not. the entire society o f  
the Khasis the Jaintias and 
the G ar os and posterity will 
migrate into this lawlessness 
tliat threatens to make us into a 
nation o f slaves o f corruption. 
Surely they are aware tliat if  
an enquiry is conductcd the 
misuse o f  the Challan System 
will come (Hit into the open. 
May our State be freed from 
those leaders who arc leading 
the entire race astray, and may 
we awaken to the fact that the 
opportunity is not far -  barely 
tw o months hence when we 
can undertake to restore fair­
ness. rationality, and virtue of 
the kind that we were always 
known for and the kind that 
these hills incorporated in her 
children.

Yours etc., 
Gregory F Shullai, 

State Spokesperson, BJP 
Meghalaya, 

Via email
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Wc are into the New Year 
but the pandemic, it appears, 
will follow us into 2023. If 
the w orld tiought this would 
be the firs Covid-frcc year 
sincc 201‘J. when Covid-19 
becam e an everyday word, 
then the cu rc n t suffering in 
China sends us a rem inder 
that it may not be so  easy.

This is where it all began 
in China ir late 2019 but the 
true picture o f  the epidemic 
was never fully shared with 
the rest o f  ihc world. It was 
reported that Italy had the 
SARS-CoV-2 infection (then 
callcdjust novel coronavirus) 
du ring  the last qua rte r  o f
2019. but t was discovered 
only after the RT-PCR test 
became available in January- 
February j f  2020, Details 
about thccrig in so fthc  virus 
and time scqucncc are still 
unknown. The geo political 
c h a lle n g e  w as tha t many 
doors were closed to inves­
tigators looking for clues in 
China.

O nce attain, China was 
playing hide and seek with 
information during the win­
ter month? o f  2022. Worl- 
dom eter (u>ing government- 
released data) showed a wave 
during Novcnibcr-Dcccmbcr 
that peaked in the second  
w eek  o f  D ecem ber w ith  
ju st over 4,000 daily eases 
steadily declining to less than 
3000 by Christmas, slowly 
climbing tc a little over 3.000 
a s  o f  26 [>cccmbcr. O ther 
sources, particularly foreign 
news agencies, reported an 
cpidcmic raging in the whole 
coun try  with Beijing  and 
G u an g d o rg  the w orst a f ­
fected. Hie New York Times 
reported on Christmas Day: 
"a picture is emerging o f  the 
virus spreading like wildfire." 
T he current spread is mostly 
Omicron BF-7 variant, which 
has been fcundearlier in  iso­
lated pockets in India.

U nfortuiatdy. W HO has 
once agaia been unable to 
lead  the w orld abou t this 
outbreak, mirroring the de­
lay  seen  in January  2020 
when there w as an obv ious 
p andem ic  w ith  the  v iru s 
detected ia many countries 
in three continents plus Aus­
tralia. WHO announced the 
pandemic only in the second 
w eek o f  March 2020. A new 
W HO investigation accepts 
th is  -  a panel headed by 
Helen Clark (fom ier prime 
minister ofNcw Zcalaitd)and 
Ellen Johnson Sirlcaf (fomier 
president o f L iberia) asked 
why WHO waited until Jan. 
30 to dccla-e an international 
health  em ergency  (w hich 
is still shcrt o f  calling it a 
pandemic) a surprising and 
costly delay that cam e due 
to apparent Chinese efforts to 
stop the announcement.

India's preparedness and 
resp o n se  w ere a lso  w eak 
and poor. Many deaths have 
gone unrcportcd. So. it is 
understandable that India is 
now  worried, as shown by 
high level meetings chaired 
by the Priivc Minister and the 
H ealth M iiistcr. and some 
d e a r  steps taken to prevail or 
at Icasi retard, another virus 
entry from China.

D uring 2020-21-22. the 
world has moved on. scien­
tis ts  and epidem iolog ists. 
India included a re  past the 
le a rn in g  curve  and  qu ite  
w cll-in to im cd . India has 
no cause to panic. All wc 
need to  do today is to  keep 
w atching the daily numbers 
o f  diagnosed infections, the 
pressure on our health-care 
sy stem  in va rious S tates, 
and make slow but deliberate 
conclusions. So far there is 
no signal of any new w ave in 
India. India had three major 
w aves o f  C O V ID -19  -  in
2020 spread over ten months, 
causcd by the original, slow- 
spreading SVuhan virus and 
a sm all p 'o p o rtio n  o f  the 
Alpha variant that emerged 
in the UK: in 2021 spread 
over M arci-July. about five 
months, caascdby Delta v a ri­
ant that hacemerged in India: 
in 2022 spread over just two 
m onths. January-February, 
due to the Omicron variant. 
In epidemiological terms, a 
wave is an epidemic spread, 
and the valley, i f  sustained 
over a  lon j period, is an en­
demic spread. India has been 
in an endemic pattern sincc 
M arch 2022, w ith  a slight 
increase in daily numbers in 
Junc-July-August, partly due 
to the HI- “ variant, not quite
a wave.

The Omicron variant d e ­
fied predictions -  it spewed 
out many sub-variants; all o f  
them defied immunity from 
previous infections o r from 
two o r even three doses o f  
available C O V ID -19 vac­
c ines. R e in fec tions w ere 
common, in some once, in 
others more than once. We 
have already seen the BF-7 
sub-variant. So, what should 
India be afraid of?

True, the SARS-CoV-2 
has not followed the rules 
m ade by v iro log is ts , and 
caution is the w atchw ord. 
Panic is certainly not called 
for. Full facts w ill take time 
to be known. But we know 
that there  w as a ru th less 
lock-down in Wuhan District 
in e a rly  2000. obviously  
as they had  a calam itous 
w ave, spread ing  fast and 
putting Im m ense pressure  
on health-care, and causing 
very high mortality. While 
preparing for the lock-down, 
they let foreigners leave, and 
medical students returning 
to Kerala, even in January 
2020. had famously carried 
the vims. The stric t and nith- 
Icss lockdown was imitated 
by India in March as soon as 
W HO declared a pandemic, 
but even before the virus had 
begun spreading.

China had consistently  
been ruthless when it came 
to slow ing the spread o f  the 
virus, yet kept up the im ­
age that all was well in the 
country. The Chinese even 
w ent th rough  the  w in te r 
Olympics 2021. Then they 
had the ‘Zcro-Covid’policy 
in vogue up until the end o f  
Nov ember 2022.

All in all, many Chinese 
w ere  p ro tec ted  from  the  
infection and disease during
2020 and through the last 
quarter o f 2022. But nothing 
can stop the transmission o f  
BF-7. as the Chinese have 
learned. T heir indigenous 
vaccines turned out to  have 
low efficacy. Their killcd- 
virus vaccine is with alumi­
num .salt a s the ad ju tan t, but
tlic Indianadjuvant for killed 
virus vaccine is a novel one 
called alhydroxyquim  -  a 
com bination o f  alum inum  
to strengthen antibody re­
sponse and a special, innova­
tive. molecule to markedly 
enhance ccll-m cdiated im ­
munity. W hat high im m u­
nity docs is to protcct from 
severe d isease in spite o f  
reinfection.

On account o f  earlier in­
fection prevention interven­
tions under the Zcro-Covid 
policy, a large proportion 
o f  Chinese were immunity- 
naive. Now, m illions o f  
C h inese  a re  ge tting  the ir 
First in fec tion  w ith BF-7 
and that would explain the 
cuiTcnt scenario in  China 
with severe disease. O mi­
cron disease is not a killer 
in the im niunc-population
- except in the elderly, the 
im m unosupprcsscd due to 
malignancies, organ trans­
plants. immunosuppressive 
therapies, and particularly 
in the non-immunc.

At present it is reasonable 
to  predict that India is not 
anyw here  near a s  vulner­
able  as the Chinese. Wc 
had our share o f  mortality 
during 2020-2021, the scale 
o f  which is d isputed. T he 
unmistakable fact is that wc 
had no ‘Zcro-Covid’ policy 
but let the virus spread at 
its w ill, wc let re-infections 
happen too, and  wc have 
much more efficacious vac­
cines. Omicron (known sub­
variants) cannot do much 
harm in India in 2023. The 
advice o f  the experts is: Be 
cautious, not anxious. Be 
a lert, not in panic. K eep 
watching daily numbers and 
events to sec the trend.

That's as good as it can 
get for 2023. It is advisable 
to be masked up in crowded 
areas. The prac ticc  helps 
prevent other infections, and 
puts in place civic discipline 
as a simple and easy layer o f  
protection that can be made 
mandatory should the situa­
tion turn out different.

(D r T  J a c o b  J o h n  is  
retired P rofessor o f  Clini­
cal Virology. CM C  Vellore, 
a n d  p a s t P resident o f  the  
Indian Academ y o f  Pediat­
rics. Jagdish R uttununi is  a  
journalist and  facu lty  m em ­
ber a t SP JIM R ) (Views are  
personal) (Syndicate: The 
B illion Press) (e-mail: edi- 
torta thehillionpress.org)
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Election 2023: The results will be 
blowing in the fierce February winds

“Ifyou  fe ll down yesterday, stand up today."
—  H. G. Wells
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‘R ights’ over developm ent
THE conflict betw een fundam ental rights o f  
individuals and the establishm ent’s develop­
m ental push took center-stage again as the 
Suprem e Court intervened and halted an evic­
tion attem pt irvolving over 4000 families from 
a  railway lane in Uttarakhand. The apex court 
on Thursday stayed an order o f  the high court 
therc a fortnight ago. which called for the urgent 
evictions in a m atter o f  a  week. ' “There cannot 
be such an eviction in seven days,” the apex 
court has ruled. The eviction was sought for 
railway development by arguing that the area, 
Haldwani. formed the railw ays’ gateway to Ut­
tarakhand state. The argument on the dw ellers’ 
side was that several o f  these families had been 
living there even before Independence, m any o f  
them had leasehold rights, and that some o f  these 
lands had been taken in formal auctions.

The apex court stressed that the government 
o r  the  railw ay* can n o t ig n o re  the  h u m an ita rian  
considerations. The issue was com pounded by 
the fact that the au thorities did not com e up 
with a  rehabilitation plan by citing a specious 
argument that '.here was no such “demand” from 
the occupants. It is incumbent on the part o f  the 
authorities to think o f  a rehabilitation plan, on 
their ow n, with or without a  demand. A nega­
tive approach by them reeked o f  arrogance and 
abrasiveness and this compounded the problem. 
The apex court has rightly nailed the authori­
ties on this count. At the same lime, a common 
cause is involved in all developmental projects 
including those o f  the railways, the highways 
authority, o r in the setting up o f  projects like a 
steel plant tha: benefit the nation.

The fundamental right o f  individuals cannot 
override national aspirations. Notably, the cen­
tral government is giving lucrative com pensa­
tions -  m ore than the market value o f  land -  in 
the matter o f  highway developm ent in recent 
limes. As a result, acquisition o f  land for NH 
projects is more o r less a smooth process now. 
In the case o fth e  railway land in Uttarakhand, 
the authorities rather took the rash route by only 
stressing on the right o f  the railways to reclaim 
its own land. In several such cases, the situation 
gets compounded by acts o f  politicians, who 
help people to grab government/railway land. 
M any w ho grab such lands could, on their own. 
not have resisted immediate evictions o r uproot­
ing o f  their temporary dwellings. O ver a period, 
these turn intopucca (permanent) dwelling units 
o r shops. The permissiveness o f  the political 
class and their attempt to turn such dw ellers into 
their vote banks as also bribe-taking by officials 
in such situations cause problem s for the future 
as was likely the case in Uttarakhand too.

By Patricia M ukhim

G-20 Presidency: 
Hope on a 

difficult road
By G N Bajpai

Public
transportation

alienated
Editor.
The ban on buses moving 

tow ards Q-larl and Mntphran
from D ecem ber 23.2022 for 
the purpose o f  reducing the 
chronic traffic situation in 
the city, has pushed me to 
introspect about the traffic 
condition within the city. I 
liavc now  com e to the real­
ization that the Government 
is discouraging people from 
using public transportation 
sim ply  because  it lacks a 
m anagem en t s tra tegy  for 
running public  transporta­
tion.

With tim e the lum ber o f  
vehicles on our tiny, rocky, 
adventurous road; have in­
creased and so  too the hours 
spent getting stuck in traffic 
on these roads. Indeed, the 
decis ion  on  c h a ig in g  the 
bus rou tes w as made as a 
solution to  reduce the traffic 
congestion  in  these areas. 
However, given die current 
condition o f  the size o f  our 
city roads and their mainte­
nance the traffic problem de­
fies solution. 1 believe i f  wc 
had better public transporta­
tion and cncouragtd their use 
it could perhaps case up the 
horrific voluntary stationary 
breake. wo take on the way 
to any if  not every destina­
tion on a regular basis, sincc 
log ically  the re  is no easy

solution o r permanent fix to 
the traffic congestion issue 
a s o f  now. How ever, i f  a s  a 
com m unity  w c contribu te  
to  a nd  encou rage  the  use 
and m anagem ent o f  public 
transports for our regular and 
short commutes, perhaps we 
could reduce the congestion 
on the roads, given that at 
present m ost fam ilies ow n 
at least one  vehicle which 
in m ost cases is being used 
on a regular basis for short 
com m utes. A dm itted ly  it 
does seem  more convenient 
to travel in our ow n private 
vehicles but with the present 
day  popu la tion  o f  p rivate  
cars on the roads, it hits con­
ven ien tly  inconvenicnccd  
every person, trying to get 
from one place to another, be 
it a pedestrian or a 2- wheeler 
ow ner who perhaps thought 
o f  avo id ing  traffic by not 
op ting  for travelling  by a 
4- wheeler.

Perhaps i f  wc were more 
w illin g  to  c h o o se  pub lic  
transportation over our pri­
vate luxuiy. and  if  wc had 
better i f  not the best public 
transports, getting ou t o f  the 
house early and arriving at 
the destination early would 
no longer b e  a dream for the 
city folks.

The view s expressed here 
are those o f  a C lass 10 stu­
dent who is concerned about 
the lack o f  public transport. 
I d o  no t m ean  to  o ffend
any particular individual or 
group.

Yours etc..

At the ou tse t let m e w ish 
a ll r e a d e rs  a  b e tte r  y e a r  
ahead . L e t’s h ope  C’o v id  
docs not spoil the party, nay. 
the e lec tio n  ex travaganza  
for tha t w ou ld  be such  a 
sham e. We need a  govern­
ment that is short on p rom ­
ises and  tall on delivery : a 
m ore  m ature  cab ine t with 
people w ho a re  inte llectu­
ally com petent, ab le  to  read 
the budget and  understand 
balance sheets: the courage 
to question  the bureaucracy 
a n d  n o t ta k e  th e ir  w ord  
a s  d is t ille d  tru th . D o  w c 
have in the p resen t tribe  o f  
po liticians people o f  such  
ealiber?  Yes. wc do! A nd I 
am  sure that m any in  the bu­
reaucracy w ould not w ant 
such cerebral people to  win 
e lections. T hey  w ould pre­
fer m in isters w ho they can 
softly p rom pt to  take certain 
decis ions. W h eth e r those  
decision  a re  u ltim ately pro 
o r  a n t i- p e o p le  t im e  has 
revealed tha t it 's  the latter. 
M eghalaya has m anaged to 
place its e lf  a t the bottom  o f  
the pit in all hum an devel­
opm ent indiccs. So  the re ’s 
nothing to  crow  about!

A n d  it  d o e s  n o t  ta k e  
India T oday’s  - S tate o f  the 
S ta te 's  annual ran k in g  to  
tell us how  poorly  w e are 
faring. Sadly very few top 
b u rea u c ra ts  trave l w ith in  
M eghalaya. T h eir  beat is 
D elhi and  foreign countries 
a s i f  a ll tha t m a tte rs  h a p ­
pens in D elhi even  w hile  
the pe riphe ry  in  th e  sta te  
they serve  is in  a  sham bles. 
N ow  how  do  I know  this? 
It’s the du ty  o f  a  jou rnalist 
to travel and  talk to  people 
not ju st before  the e lections 
but tlirough the five years. 
A nd w hat one  sees  is  utter 
d ism ay  and hopelessness. 
Poverty is  grow ing by leaps 
and  bounds even as  w om en 
g ive birth to m ore  children 
than they can provide and 
care  for. L et 's  not e ven talk 
o f  education . M ost kids at 
age  12 a re  h e lp in g  th e ir  
parents in  the fields o r  have 
turned cow herds. I w ish the 
school k id s from  the  c ity  
are taken on  an  excursion o f  
the ir ow n sta te  so  they can 
relate to w hat poverty ac tu ­
ally  is. T hey  will see  peers 
o f  the ir age  already  earn ing  
a  livelihood because school 
is  a  le isu re  th e ir  p a ren ts  
cannot a ffo rd . A ten y ear 
o ld  g irl the  o the r day  w as 
seen carry ing  a  baby  sister 
on her back. H er childhood 
is  lo s t in  su c h  d o m e s tic  
chores. W h ere ’s th e  tim e 
to play?

A nd yes. i t ’s  a lso  a  jour- 
n a lis tic  b r ie f  to  fee l the  
p re -e lec tio n  p u ls e  o f  the 
voters three m on ths ahead. 
The tem po changes a s  the 
e lec tio n  da te  d raw s near. 
Soon elec tions w ill be an ­
nounced and  the inaugura-

llarisa A Lam in 
S t M arys H igher Secondary 

School. Shillong.
Via email

W anted policy  
m akers not 

wheeler-dealers 
in M eghalaya
Editor,
Now that 2022 has com e 

and gone and w e are in 2023, 
let this be the year that wc 
resolve to  m ake am ends for 
our past errors, particularly 
when it com cs to  electing our 
representatives to the State 
Assembly.

Based on m y ob se rv a ­
tions. our people do not have 
a  d e a r  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  
democracy o r the universal 
a du lt f ranch ise  right ( the  
r ight to  vote). We believe 
that voting w ithout receiv­
ing any financial benefits is 
pointless and that individuals 
would seek financial benefits 
from candidates, which the 
la tte r  w ould be  happy  to 
provide. People a rc  content 
with their short-term gains, 
money, o r blanket.

The future o f  our state has 
been im pacted by the fact 
that most o f  the policymak­
ers in our State legislative as­
sembly are businessmen w ho
arc only se lf  serving and do 
not understand the role o f  
policy m aking, leadersh ip  
roles and have not read or

tion jam boree  w ill com e  to 
an abrupt halt. But w hat will 
decide  the votes th is tim e is 
a lso  w h a t peo p le  sec  on 
the ir sm art phones. T here ’s 
so  m uch  conversation , so 
m any interviews with aspir­
ing and  sitting M LA s. A ny­
w here one  goes, o ne  sees a 
g roup  o f  y o u ig  and no t so 
young  people glued to  their 
m obile phones. G od  know s 
w h a t th e y  im b ib e  fro m  
the internet but they have 
c c r ta in ly  becom e  d ig ita l 
natives w ho need the ir fix 
o f  news, views and  review s. 
T he on line  life has ju s t got 
faster, quicker, harsher and 
louder and  v*e a rc  unsure 
o f  the  im pact o f  th is new 
m ed ia  o n  ou r b ra in s  and  
u ltim ately  on ou r dem oc­
racy and  how  far it decides 
e lec tion  outcom es.

A s it is  wc arc  now  liv ­
ing in  the  era o f  unusual
p o litica l c om petitiveness. 
E very  sing le  day M L A sare  
resigning and jo in ing  som e 
o the r party. Such political 
p a rty  shopping has never 
happened in the past. T he 
c h u rn in g  is  su c h  th a t it 
confuscs and  confounds the 
voter so  much so  w hen  you 
ask w hich  party the ir M LA 
is o n  today, constituents re­
tort w ith. “ How does it m at­
ter?  I low  can  w c rem em ber 
w hich party  he is in  now ? 
M aybe w c will rem em ber 
o n ly  w hen  tlic c am pa ign  
begins. We voted for him 
a s a  person and w c will do 
the sam e th is tim e a round." 
P lease note that I am  using 
the  m a le  gender bccause  
everyw here  I have  been no 
one  discusses w om en can­
didates. So much for gender 
equity  in Meghalaya!

Speaking dbout the influ­
ence  o f  the internet during 
e lec tio n s, 1 recen tly  read 
N icholas C a n ’s book, "T he 
Shallow s: W hat the Internet 
is do ing  to  our brains,”  pub­
lished  w ay  ta c k  in 2011. 
C arr says. "The very w ay 
m y bra in  w orked seem ed 
to be changing. It w as then 
that I began w orrying about 
m y inab ility  to pay a tten ­
tion to  one  thing for more 
than a  couplc o f  m inutes. 
A t first I’d  figured that tin.' 
problem  w as a sym ptom  o f  
m iddlc-agc  n in d  rot. But 
m y brain. I realized, w asn ’t 
ju st drifting . It w as hungry. 
It w as dcm an jing  to  be  fed 
the w ay  the  Net fed it 
and  the m ore it w as fed. the 
hung rier it becam e. Even 
w h e n  I w a s  a w a y  fro m  
m y com puter. I yearned  to 
check em ail, click links, do 
som e Googlirig. I w anted to 
be connected "

I f  th a t W'fcs w h a t C a rr  
experienced  in 2011 think 
o f  the im pact o f  the inter-

understood tie  Constitution 
o f  India. Thi> is especially 
true w hen candidates who 
have invested crores o f  ru ­
pees in their campaigns arc 
elected. Oncc in office, they 
w ill attem pt io recoup their 
investment.

People ought to recognise 
that w e are  ihe o n e s who 
decide how  ,>ur State will 
develop and h a t w e should 
use ou r voting privileges as 
a tool to  cffcct change be­
cause withou: a functioning 
government, he re  can be no 
state. A b iahan  Lincoln oncc 
remarked that a democracy is 
a government “o f  the people, 
by the people, and  for the 
people."  H ow ever, in  our 
state, it is decided by money 
o r blankets, a id  democracy 
in our state is like a  govern­
ment o f  the noncy. by the 
money, and for the  money.

L ast but not least, let's 
transform  our state for the 
better by actually utilising 
our right to vote. Wc need 
policymakcrs. not whccler- 
dcalcrs,

Yours etc..
Kenneth Nongsicj, 

Via email

Religious 
leaders and  
C PC  should 

t a k e  in i t ia tiv e
Editor.
A p ro p o s  o f  th e  le tte r

net today  and on those that 
have not developed  the c a ­
pacity  to  reason and  judge  
betw een fake and real new s 
and  the p le thora  o f  v iew s 
that bom bard  the ir brains! 
I t 's  a c tu a lly  frig h ten in g . 
T here arc  those w ho  argue 
tha t us adults to o  had our 
ow n dem ons to  fight in  our 
tim e  bu t w e  g o t th rough  
w ithout m uch  sca ld ing . I 
am  not so  sure  i f  the c h a l­
lenges posed by the inter­
net today, w hich  a c tua lly  
g ives us an adrenalin  rush 
and  w hets ou t appetite  for 
a d m ira tio n , ap p re c ia tio n , 
being  liked and  constantly  
a p p la u d e d  a rc  e a s ily  r e ­
solved. A nd m ind  you . a s 
society w c  have hardly had 
any  c o n v ersa t io n  o n  th is  
issue a lm ost a s  i f  i t 's  a  holy 
grail o f  ou r times!

B ut I am  d ig r e s s in g . 
Let m e com e  back to  the
politics o f  M eghalaya. Poli­
tic ia n s  w h o  h a v e  sh if te d  
from o ne  party  to the o ther 
expect us v o te rs  to  be so 
m uddled in ou r be liefs on 
party  ideologies that w e arc  
expected to  shift regularly  
w ith the po liticians. A nd if  
w e had faith in one  Party in 
2018, w hat has changed  so 
drastica lly  in  that Party that 
w c voters a rc  asked  to  shift 
stances and  tunc ourselves 
to  th e  n e w e s t id e o lo g y ?  
T he very idea  o f  voting this 
tim e is b izarre. So caught 
up will w e  be  in the blam e 
g a m e  b e tw e e n  p o li t ic a l  
parties and politicians that 
w c m ight forget som e key 
issues.

So  it’s tim e for a s vo t­
e rs  to  ta k e  a  p a u se  and  
c o n s id e r  e v e ry th in g  tha t 
h a p p en e d  b e tw ee n  2018  
and 2023. A m ong the nega­
tives a rc  the  scam s the 
pow er scam , the rice  scam , 
the police  vehicle scam  anti 
the  fake  encoun te r w here  
C heriste fic ld  T hangkh icw  
w as e lim inated. W here arc 
w c insofar a s  these  scam s 
a re  c o n ce rn e d ?  T h e  g o v ­
e rn m e n t te lls  u s  a n d  the  
leg islators in the opposition 
that therc w as no scam  and 
w c shut up. N o one ac tu ­
ally  took the governm ent to 
task. A nd now  no  one  talks 
about these  scam s. So  Sat- 
nam  G lobal o f  sm art m eter 
fam e w a lk s aw ay  w ith  a 
c lean  c h it and  so  d o  a ll the 
o the r scam sters.

A nd frankly speaking  I 
see no  path-breaking posi­
tives in  the 5-year rule o f  
th e  M D A  G o v e r n m e n t ,  
o the r than the com m ission­
in g  o f  th e  lo n g -p e n d in g  
C ro w b o ro u g h  ho te l now  
turned Taj Vivanta.

W hat d o c s th is  te ll us 
a b o u t d e m o crac y  in  M e­
ghalaya? D oes it even exist.

"C hristm as not for unholy 
parties" by Salil Gcwali. (ST 
D ecember 31. 2022) I wish 
to  express m y view poin ts 
here. So far as m y personal 
know ledge  o f  re lig io n  is 
concerned, w ild parties and 
drinking sprees during  re­
lig io u s  festiva ls  is  s a c r i­
legious. T h is  even a  child  
k now s. In  G o d 's  dom ain  
im m oral ac tiv itie s  do  not 
get entry. But w hat w c arc 
w itnessing now in the name 
o f  puja o r holy Christm as is 
against religious tenets. This 
kind o f  irreligious develop­
ment will be detrimental to 
the society  a lso  a s c learly  
em phasized by M r G cwali 
in his letter.

Particu larly  during  Du- 
rga Puja. w e noticc the puja 
organizers holding various 
p ro g ra m s in w hich  B o l­
lyw ood vu lgar dances are 
performed right in front o f  
the idols o f  G oddess Durga. 
1 think this is an INSULT to 
G ods and  G oddesses. B et­
ter stop doing puja. During 
the puja festive occasions, 
one  a lso  w itn e sse s  b o is ­
te rous c ro w d s  o f  peop le , 
m ostly heavily drunk, c re­
a ting  scenes a t places and 
causing great inconvenience 
to the visiting  devotees at 
the pandals. In some cases, 
devo tees  cannot reach  up
lo the  san rtnm  'm nelornm 
to o ffe r  p raye rs  and  take  
prasad. How can w ccall this 
a s  puja? Why is the Central

W c are through and  through 
an oligarchy. Each constitu ­
ency  will choose  an  M LA  
(no t necessarily  a  leader) 
based  on  how  m uch he  d id  
for the constituency - roads, 
w ater, and  som etim es e lec­
tr ic i ty  a n d  th e  p e rso n a l 
pa tronage he  extends. The 
political party  he represents 
be  dam ned!

In any  case  the voters arc 
totally confused. T hey  have 
s to p p e d  th in k in g  pa rties . 
A sk me! I have been tour­
ing the length and  breadth 
o f  K hasi-Ja in tia  h ills and 
I h e a r  w h a t p e o p le  say . 
E x c c p t fo r Jo w a i w h ere  
m any a rc  no t ju s t w hisper­
ing bu t procla im ing  loudly 
that they will vote NOTA. 
o th e rs  a re  u n c o n ce rn e d . 
A ll they w ant a t th is happy 
tim e  o f  m errym ak ing  arc  
p icn ics , football m atches, 
d o n a t io n s  to  s p o r ts  a n d  
y outh  c lubs, do les ranging 
from  b la n k ets  to  cook ing  
m a teria ls . T his pa tronage  
con tinues because  it pays 
d ividends.

B u t a s  far  a s  p e rf o r ­
m ance o f  individual M LA s 
is  concc rn c d  it le av e s so 
m uch to  b e  desired. L ook at 
the case  o f  Pynthorum khrah 
w here  a  sm all little  culvert 
o f  bare ly  ten feet in  length, 
opposite  the BD W  interna­
tional (?) school has taken 
nearly  o ne  year and is still 
in c o m p le te !  A nd  w e  see  
C onrad Sangm a’s  hoardings 
telling us that h is G overn­
m ent constructs 22km s o f  
roads per day! Look a t the 
road from M awlai M awroh 
to  th e  M a w io n g  b y p a ss . 
H ow  m any  k ilo m ete rs  is 
tha t road?  H ard ly  5 kms! 
Y et it  h a s  ta k e n  se v e ra l 
y ears to  com plete. A nyone 
passing  th rough  tha t road 
w ill testify  that the  w ork  is 
p rogressing a t sn a il's  pace. 
L et us no t even  speak  about 
roads in rura l M eghalaya  
w h e re  th e  p o o r  fa rm e rs  
a re  le ft to  th e ir  e lem en ts  
w hen  it c o m cs to  c a rtin g  
the ir  p roduce  to  the  near­
e st traffic point. T hey  have 
to  trudge uphill w ith  their 
b u n d le s  o f  b ro o m s tic k s , 
the ir  g inger, the ir oranges 
a nd  w hat have  you . D oes 
the  C h ie f  M in is ter  o r  the 
PW D  M inister e v er sec  this 
da ily  grind?  D o their hearts 
pa in a t th e  sigh t o f  such  
s tru g g le s  50  y e a r s  a fte r  
statehood?

S o  m uch  has 'n o t ' hap­
pened  be tw een  2018  and  
2023 yet the N PP and  IJD P 
b o th  c la im  to retu rn  with 
m a jo r itie s . P lea se  te ll us 
H O W ? A s for the B JP  the 
less said the better! In M e­
g h a la y a  th e  B JP  is  ju s t  
the  o n ion  needed  to  cook 
u p  a  sp icy  curry in  2023! 
Period.

Puja Com m ittee  (CPC ) o f  
Meghalaya keeping mum? I 
have not seen any believers 
o f  C hristianity  o r Islam or 
S ikh ism , o rg an iz in g  B ol­
lyw ood dances w ithin the 
prem ises o f  the C hurch o r 
M asjid  o f  Gurudvvara till 
date. In the guise o f  puja ce l­
ebration, w e should not a l­
low unethical entertainment. 
This is against the guidelines 
o f  holy scriptures.

Lastly, through this col­
umn I sincerely request the 
C e n tra l P u ja  C o m m itte e  
(CPC ) to  take this concern 
seriously. Let CPC take the 
initiative in this direction by 
calling  respected religious 
leaders from other faiths as 
it docs every year which is 
highly appreciated. I hope 
the next Duga Puja will be 
free from vulgar enterta in­
m en t. T h e  s a c re d  V edas 
and the G ita exhort human 
beings irrespective  o f  any 
faith , to  keep aw ay from  
m ateria listic  thoughts and 
sensual indulgences. I b e ­
lieve s im ilar teachings are 
a lso enshrined in the Holy 
Bible and the  Koran.

Yours etc., 
Rupesh Nath.

Via email

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the  v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

Ind ia  h a s  ta k en  o v e r  
leadership o f  the G -20  and 
h a s  sa id  it w an ts  to  lead  
w ith a presidency o f  “ heal­
ing. h a rn o n y  and  h o pe", 
w ith  the  th e m e  o f  "O n e  
E arth . O ne F am ily . O ne  
F u ture’’. T his reflects the 
very Indian idea o f  “ Vasud- 
haiva  K u tum bakam ” and  
the  celebra tion  o f  a ll life 
and  the interconnectedness 
o f  the w iJer universe. T he 
G 20. o r Group o f  Twenty, 
com prises as m any a s  20 
m a jo r developed  a nd  d e ­
v e lo p in g  e c o n o m ic s ,  so  
th is  is  d :s c r ib c d  a s  " th e  
prem ier forum for interna­
tional econom ic c o opera ­
tion". C learly , econom ics 
w ill be  a. the heart o f  this 
c o o p e ra tio n  a n d  in  th a t 
s e n s e  the  In d ia n  th e m e  
w ould also be seen  w ithin 
the m eaning o f  econom ic  
prosperity -  that the w orld 
should p iosper together as 
part o f  one global com m u­
nity. This is a  fine idea but 
it com es at a difficult time. 
It is  quite obviously fraught 
w ith many challenges that 
m ust be overcome in order 
to  becom e w orkable. India 
h o ld s  th ; P re s id e n c y  o f  
th e  G 20  from  D ecem ber 
I. 2022. to N ovem ber 30. 
2023. T h s  includes a m ajor 
e ven t w licre 43 heads o f

delegations, the biggest so 
far in the G -20, w ill be  par­
ticipating in the New Delhi 
sum m it this September. So, 
tim e is s lo rt and  am bition 
is  high.

T h is  a m b itio n  c o m cs 
a t a  tim e o f  h e ig h te n e d  
g e o p o litic a l v o la tili ty , a 
v e ry  rea l V U C'A  w o rld  
tha t is  s lo w in g  s ig n s  o f  
in c re a s in g  v o lc a n ic  a c ­
tivity , i f  that term  can  be 
used. C o is id c r the rise o f  
r ig h t-w in g  p o li t ic s  ( th e  
latest woes o f  R epublicans 
in  th e  U S. w h ere  d e c id ­
ing a  H o jsc speaker takes 
m ultiple votes bccausc the 
hardliner* w ithin the party 
w ant to  extract the ir price), 
econom ic nationalism , the 
a tte m p t to  sh u t  b o rd e r s  
rather than open them  m ore 
freely, the Russian invasion 
o f  U krairc  and  consequent 
econom ic  tu rm o il, r is ing  
in f la tio n  w o rld w id e , the  
continued toll o f  C ovid-19 
a n d  new  v a ria n ts  o f  the  
virus, particularly in C hina 
and  that coun try 's  refusal 
to  be  transparent with in ­
form ation - a ll point to  the 
w orld in a sta te  that docs 
not look like a  peaceful and 
s e t o f  fam ilies, let a lone  
“one  family".

In that sense. India has 
a difficult task o f  leadership 
a t hand. But this is  a lso  the 
tim e that can bring out the 
best, with the right leader­
sh ip  m arked  b y  a  se n se  
o f  purpose and the under­
standing ihat everyone su f­
fers i f  the strains continue 
o r  escalate.

In order to m eet these 
c h a lle n g e s ,  it m ay  he lp  
to  rev is it the  fac tors tha t 
contributed to the period o f  
“great moderation" from the 
m id-l9X 0s lo  2007. w hen 
th e  g lobal cco n o m y  w as 
g ro w in g  and  m any  w ere  
lifted out o f  poverty. These 
in c lu d ed  b ro ad e r  g e o p o ­
litica l peace, conciliato ry  
p o lit ic a l le ad e rsh ip , low  
inflation, deepening global­
isation and free m ovem ent 
o f  capital David R icardo 's 
th e o ry  c f  " c o m p a ra t iv e  
advantage”  which m ade the 
c ase  for opening up global 
trade w asat play along with 
a  universal sharp  focus on 
econom ic growth.

U nfortunate ly , a ll the 
b u ild in g  b lo c k s  se em  to 
have crum bled and inequal­
ity and economic misery arc

visible across geographies. 
T he “ surprising com eback 
o f  p ro tec tio n ism "  h a sn 't  
been a  sudden development. 
It has been slow cooking for 
m ore titan tw o decades. It 
w as m ore than tw o decades 
ago  that a n  academ ic  paper 
p ic k cd  up e a rly  w arn ing  
signs a s it noted: "public  
anxiety  about g lobalisation 
and  free trade  is rising ... 
In an  in c re as in g  n um ber 
o f  g ra ss ro o t m o v e m en ts  
a n d  N o n -G o v e rn m e n ta l 
O rganisations [NGOs]. p ro­
p o sa ls  fo r new  fo rm s o f  
p ro tec tion ism  again st the 
social and ecological conse- 
qucnccs o ffice  trade and in­
creased  capital m obility arc 
being  discussed ." ("G am e, 
S e t.  a n d  M a tch  for M r. 
R icardo?" by Robert Went 
in  the Journal o f  Econom ic 
Issues. Sep tem ber 2000). 
E v id e n ce  o f  u n res t la te r  
becam e plain for anyone to 
see . and  the situation  has 
only been detonating sincc 
the  global financial c ris is 
o f  2008.

Yet. the idea o f  grow th 
fuelled by globalisation has 
be en  very  real a nd  m any 
co u n tries  have benefited . 
T hat m em ory  is  on ly  too  
recent to b e  forgotten.

T h e  to ta l fac to r  p ro ­
ductiv ity  (TFC) grow th in

th e  f irs t w o rld  w as su b ­
sta n tia lly  co n trib u ted  by 
the increase in  labour force 

n ew  b ir th s , m ig ra tio n , 
a n d  g re a te r  p a rtic ip a tio n  
o f  w o m e n , a n d  te c h n o l­
ogy upgradation. Currently, 
p o p u la tio n  is  d e c lin in g , 
m igration is prcvented and 
w om en’s participation has 
nearly  peaked . C ov id -19  
has shaped up  reluctance to 
w ork. Technology improve­
m e n ts  a rc  c o n tr ib u t in g , 
a lbeit marginally.

T he developing econo­
m ies w ere  beneficiaries o f  
ou tsourcing, flow o f  abun­
d a n t c a p ita l a n d  sh a rin g  
o f  technologica l develop ­
m ents. 'H ie planetary ccon ­
om y w as the beneficiary o f  
broader global geo-political 
pcacc, low  in fla tion , low  
in terest rates and  low costs 
o f  labour, energy , m etals 
and  m inerals.

N ow , w ith  e c o n o m ic  
g r o w th  th r e a te n e d ,  th e  
c u s to m a ry  d ia lo g u e  a nd  
d isc u ss io n s  a rc  bound  to 
be in fructuous. W hen the 
w orld  a t large is fac ing  a 
n e a r  s im ila r  s itu a tio n , it 
is  tim e to  sink tlte idea o f  
a  First W orld and  a  Third 
World. In this context. “One 
E arth . O ne  F am ily . O ne  
F u ture"  bccom cs very rel­
evan t. T here fo re , the  un ­
de rpinning o f  narratives in 
all the meetings w ill have to 
be  that all a rc  sailing in tlte 
sam e boat and  will benefit 
equally  from  cooperation  
tow ard reorienting and  even 
rew riting  the  rules o f  the 
game.

To m o v e  fo rw a rd , it 
is  n e ce ssary  to  prio ritise  
coopera tion  and d ia logue  
b e tw e e n  n a tio n s  a n d  to  
w ork tow ards ending  geo­
political conflicts. It is also 
im portant to  address issues 
o f  inequality  and  depriva­
tion . P rotecting the env i­
ro n m en t a n d  a d d re s s in g  
c l im a te  c h a n g e  a rc  a lso  
c ru c ia l for the long-term  
w ell-being o f  the  planet.

U ltim ate ly  the goal is 
am bitious and  will require 
tlte effort and  cooperation 
o f  all nations and  people to 
achieve. T he question toask 
is: Is tha t possible?

(The writer is a  fo rm er  
C hairman o /S E B I a n d  L/C. 
H ew s an- personal.)  (Syn­
d icate: The B illion Press) 
(em ail: ed ito iia  jh e h illio n - 
press.org)
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“ You may have to fight a battle 
more than once to win it. ”

—  M argaret Thatcher
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Tall poll prom ises
A flurry of inaugurations ranging from an incomplete 
stadium in Tura to a health centre in the distant pe­
riphery of South West Khasi Hills raises questions 
about the timing. Why now, at the fag end of the 
MDA Government’s tenure in oflicc? Isn’t it prudent 
to have started these projects on time so that they 
see the light cf day during this Government’s term 
o foflkc rather than to use these inaugurations as an 
allurement? Health centres are imperative in areas 
where there are no roads or the roads arc eaten up 
by corruption, because ferrying patients to CHCs 
and Civil Hospitals located in district headquarters 
is a traumatic sxperiencc. So far there is no count of 
how many patients have died on the way to a health 
centre, more so o f women in labour. This is a study 
that must be conducted by the State Government if 
the aim is better outreach and not a cover-up for poor 
governance. No matter how small the population in 
a village is. a health sub-centre is a must for people 
are too poor to travel from places with no public 
transport to rcach a health centre.

In 50 years. Meghalaya has not set its priorities 
right. Development is unplanned because the Plan­
ning Board is largely dysfunctional and packed with 
political hangers-on. In fact, the Planning Board 
should be disnantlcd because it has become a white 
elephant. So too the other non-func tional Boards and 
Councils suchas the Employment Generation Coun­
cil and similar defunct bodies which simply gobble 
up meagre resources. In a small state like Meghalaya 
the priority should have been health, connectivity 
and cducatior. Alongside, employment generation 
and boosting agricultural and horticultural outputs 
should also have been given a solid foundation. To­
day Meghalaya is performing poorly on the health, 
education anc road communications front. A state 
that boasted that it could produce 3000 MW' of power 
to supply to Bangladesh is today power-starved.

Unfortunately, none o f these issues that are critical 
to human development are being discussed before 
the 2023 elections. There is too much noise and ca­
cophony o f advertisements and hoardings that make 
tall claims that the present Government is construct­
ing 2.2 KMs roads daily even when the roads are 
not in sight. Such an election blitzkrieg by a ruling 
government has never been witnessed before. The 
noise and tall claims arc intended to divert people’s 
attention froir mal-governance and scams that have 
rocked the M3A Government. Some road projects 
inaugurated two years ago to connect rural villages 
to the nearest station where they can bring their farm 
produce arc slill hanging fire. So why lie to people 
by inaugurating projects that the Government has no 
intention o f completing? These arc issues that need 
deliberation between now and polling day whenever 
that is. The MDA Government must give its 5-ycar 
report card to the people.

India’s BoP crisis touches precarious levels under Modi regime

Spurt in current account deficit in just 
one year a matter of great concern

Ind ia 's  cu rren t account 
dcficit for the sccond quar­
te r  ( Ju ly -S c p tc m b e r )  o f  
2022-23 has rcachcd a  m as­
sive $36.4 billion w hich is 
4 .4  pe r cen t o f  ihe  g ross 
dom estic  p roduct, h ighe r 
than at any tim e in the last 
n in e  ye a rs . It is o n ly  in  
O c to b c r-D c ce m b er  2 0 12 
tha t the abso lu te  level o f  
the current dcficit had been 
S32.6 billion w hich w a s 6.7 
per cent o f  the GDP.

By contrast the current 
a ccoun t de fic it had  been 
$ 18 .2  b illion  in the  first 
q uarter o f  2022-23 o r  2.2 
per cen t o f  GDP, and $9.7 
b illion  o r  1.3 per cen t o f  
G D P in the  second quarter 
o f  2 0 2 1-22. i.e.. exactly  a 
y e ar ago . In o th e r  w ords 
com pared to the first quarter 
itse lf  there has been a dou ­
bling o f  the curren t account 
dcficit a s a  percentage  o f  
G D P w hich is a  whopping 
increase: com pared  to  the 
sccond quarter a  year ago 
the increase  in G D P  pe r­
centage is m ore than three 
times.

Q u ite  a p a r t from  the  
sh e e r  siz e  o f  the  c u rren t 
account dcficit, there a re  at 
least three reasons w hy the 
balance  o f  paym en ts is a 
cause for serious concern. 
F irs t, th e  rea so n  for the  
increase in the current a c ­
count dcficit. by  a s  much 
as $18.2 billion com pared 
to  the previous quarter, is 
a n  in c re ase  in  m e rc h a n ­
d ise trade dcficit. that is. in 
the excess o f  im ports over 
exports o f  goods. The mer­
chand ise  trade  d e fic it in­
creased by over $20 billion, 
from S63 billion to S 83.5 
b illion , be tw een  the  first 
and the sccond quarters.

A cc o rd in g  to  the  R e ­
se rve  B ank  o f  Ind ia  th is  
increase w as for tw o  rea­
sons: first, the increase in 
oil prices that has occurred 
in the w ake o f  the Ukraine 
w ar  a n d  p u sh e d  up  o u r  
im port b ill: a nd . sccond . 
the lacklustre perform ance 
o f  ou r expo rts because o f  
the  s low ing  dow n  o f  the 
w orld economy. E conom ic 
com m entators in the m edia 
h av e  a d d u ce d  o th e r  fac ­
to rs. like  the  w eak  rupee 
and the revival o f  dom estic 
dem and, fo r the w idening 
o f  the  m erchand ise  trade  
d c fic it, bu t these  a re  e r ­
roneous a ssertions: a weak 
rupee should , i f  anything, 
im prove rather w orsen the 
trade dcficit: and  the revival 
o f  dem and has not been so 
pronounced a s  to  w iden the 
dcficit so  m uch, since  the  
G D P g row th  i ts e lf  w hich 
is  th e  p rim a ry  sou rce  o f  
incom e has been low.

T he p ro b lem  w ith  the 
fac to rs id e n tif ie d  by  the

By Pruhhut Palnuik
RBI is that they are not g o ­
ing to  go away soon. T he 
U kraine  w ar is  no t ju s t a 
conflict between tw o coun­
trie s  o v e r  som e b ila te ra l 
issues. It has to  do  w ith  
the shape that im perialism  
will have in ihe future and 
th e re fo re  h ss  a  d e c is iv e  
significance: because o f  this 
im perialism  will resist any 
easy and  am i;ab lc  solution 
to  the war. L ikew ise, the 
inflation that had made an 
appearance e . en before the 
w ar but has now  becom e 
exceedingly >crious in the 
m etropolitan econom ics as 
a  consequence o f  it. is be­
ing  sought to be  com bated 
th ro u g h  the  c re a t io n  o f  
recession  and unem ploy ­
m ent; this again will be a 
lo n g  draw n-ou t affair. It 
follow s therefore  that the 
m erchandise trade balance 
will continue to rem ain as 
a d v erse  a s in the  sccond  
quarterof2022-23  forqu itc  
som e tim e.

T h e  sccond  c a u se  for 
con ce rn  is  that th is m er­
chandise  trade dcficit has 
o c cu rre d  in the m ids t o f  
a  sharp  decline in the ex ­
chan g e  ra te  o f  the  rupee  
am ounting toas  m uch as 10 
per cen t over the calendar 
y ear 2022 . N orm ally , an 
exchange rate depreciation 
is  su p p o se d  to  im p ro v e  
th e  tr a d e  ba lan c e . Such  
an im provcn cn t o f  course 
takes tim e, so that the s i­
m ultaneous recurrence o f  a 
w orsening o f th c  trade bal­
ance  and  an exchange rate 
depreciation should not be 
a  m atter o f  surprise. But the 
persistence ot'a  large dcficit 
invariably creates expecta­
tions o f  an  exchange rate 
depreciation, which in turn 
g ive  rise  to  an actual ex ­
change rate depreciation by 
causing financial outflows. 
Since neither o f  the factors 
m entioned  by the  RBI as 
un d e rly in g  the w iden ing  
trade  dcficit a t present, is 
going to  be aTcctcd by any 
exchange rate depreciation, 
its impact on ihe dcficit will 
be marginal even after suf­
ficient tim e lias e lapsed, in 
w hich case we are entering 
a  period o f  frccfall for the 
rupee. It is  a lready being  
callcd  o ne  o f the w eakest 
currencies in A sia, but this 
state o f  affairs is going  to 
persist, perpetuating infla­
tion in the country through 
the cost-push cfTect emanat­
ing from imported inputs.

It m ay be thought that 
In d ia 's  large fo re ig n  e x ­
c h a n g e  re se rv e s  s h o u ld  
p rev e n t such  a  fre e  fall 
o f  the rupee, but even the 
c u rren t fall has occu rred  
desp ite  neariy  a  hundred

billion dollars being spent 
by the RBI in its efforts to 
stabilise the rupee. In the 
sccond quarter o f  2022-23 
itselfthere  was a $25 billion 
dcclinc in  reserves. T he d e ­
piction o f  reserves therefore 
cannot prevent a fall in the 
rupee: w hat is  m ore, a s the 
level o f  reserves declines, 
speculation against the ru­
pee w ill esca late, m aking  
m atters even w orse. It fo l­
low s therefore that despite 
ou r large reserves Ind ia 's  
ba lance o f  paym ents have 
becom e a  serious cause  for 
concern.

T h e  th ird  rea so n  w hy 
the  b a lance  o f  paym en ts  
situ a tio n  p o rten d s ill fo r 
the cconom y is a s  follows: 
the yaw ning m erchandise  
trade  dcficit has occurred  
in a situation o f  low  G D P 
g row th . T h e  first qua rte r  
(A pril-June) G D P growth 
in 2022-23 over the corre­
sponding quarter o f  2021- 
22 had been 13.5 per cent, 
reflecting recovery- from a 
C ovid-induccd trough. But 
the second quarter growth 
has been  ju s t 6 .3  percent 
c o m p ared  to  th e  sccond  
q u a rte r  o f  2 0 2 1 -22 . The 
growth in  gross value added 
(GVA) in the sccond quar­
ter, which m easures the ac­
tual increase in p roduction, 
ignoring the effects o f  tax 
changes that G D P incorpo­
rates. w as even lower, just 
5.6 pe rcen t. T he reason lo r 
the  slo w d o w n  in g row th  
w as a  slow ing dow n o f  the 
manufacturing sector which 
w as not an episodic devel­
opm ent but a persisting one 
(People’s Dem ocracy. De­
cem ber 25). Ind ia 's  c reep­
in g  ind u stria l s ta g n a tio n  
in short is  pulling dow n its 
G D P grow th rate, and  the 
rise  in  m erchandise  trade 
dcficit has occurred despite 
this g row th slow dow n.

T he rise in trade dcficit 
will alm ost certainly entail 
a  fuilllCI i b c  in tlie iu to c s l 
rates in India. T his w ill be 
done keeping several objec­
tives in mind: for a ttracting 
global capital for financing 
the deficit: for reducing the 
dcficit by curtailing dom es­
tic dem and: and  for curbing 
the inflation unleashed by a 
declining rupee. N eolibcral 
capitalism  has ju s t this one 
instrum ent, w hich  c rcatc s 
recession  and  unem ploy ­
m ent. for com bating m ulti­
ple econom ic w oes and  it is 
going to be used vigorously 
in the  com ing  days. That 
how ever will only worsen 
thcg row lh  rate o f  G D P and 
accentuate  unem ploym ent 
and distress in flic cconomy. 
T he fact that the yaw ning

m erchandise  trade  d e fic it 
is  o c cu rrin g  no t because  
o f  any  p ronounccd  boom 
in the econom y but rather 
in  th e  m ids t o f  a  c re e p ­
in g  industria l s tagnation , 
therefore augurs ill for tire 
cconomy.

S o m e  m ay  a rg u e  tha t 
there is nothing new  in the 
c u rrcn t s itu a tio n , tha t in 
2012-13  the  coun try  had 
fac ed  a  s im ila r  p re d ic a ­
m ent w hen the tapering o ff  
o f  bond purchases by  the 
Federal Reserve Board o f  
the U nited States, indicat- 
in g a  tigh ten ingo f US m on­
e ta ry  po licy , had  caused  
a sim ilar w idening o f  the 
m erchandise  trade  defic it 
(as m entioned earlier) and 
a fall in  the rupee; but that, 
w hile  heralding a  period o f  
eco n o m ic  d ifficu ltie s  for 
the country, had not precipi­
ta ted  any  in surm ountab le  
crisis. W hy should a  sim ilar 
situation be a m atter o f  such 
serious concern now ?

T here  is a  fundamental 
di flcrcnce between then and 
now. T he w orld cconom y 
is  c u rre n t ly  a ff lic tc d  by 
h igh inflation unlike then, 
because o f  w hich there is a 
general rise in interest rates 
everyw here and  the entire 
w orld  eco n o m y  is  g o ing  
into a  prccipitatc recession. 
At that tim e the RBI had 
responded to the situation 
by ra is ing  Ind ia 's  in terest 
rate, while other countries 
w ere not increasing  rates, 
w hich w as why the RB I's 
response succeeded in pre­
venting a  crisis. B ut now. a 
rise  in the interest rate by 
the RBI sim ply would not 
w ork bccausc all capitalist 
countries a rc  raising inter­
e st rates; this general rise 
in  interest rates w ill bring 
about a  w orld recession and 
hcncc  keep  ou r m erchan ­
d ise  trade dcficit high for 
q u ite  som e  tim e, thereby  
prec ip ita ting  a  continuing 
econom ic crisis in India as 
suggested above.

All this is indicative o f  
th e  c u l-d e -sa c  th a t nco- 
libera! cap ita lism  has run 
in to , and  the severe chal­
lenge to  the hegem ony o f  
w estern  im peria lism  that 
has emerged. W orld capital­
ism  in short is currently in 
a  sta te  w hich creates new 
possibilities o f  transcend­
in g  it. But i f  in s tea d  o f  
seizing such an opportunity 
ou r econom y rem ains stuck 
w ithin a regim e o f  neolib­
era l cap ita lism , and  seeks 
to  o v e rco m e  its  p red ic a ­
m ent m erely  by resorting 
to  b a ilo u ts  th ro u g h  bo r­
rowing. then that w ill only 
a c c c n tu a tc  in fu tu re  the  
econom ic crisis which the 
country  is  facing a t present. 
(tP A  S e r v ic e ) C o u r te s y :  
P eople's D em ocracy

A dying 
tradition

Editor,
O ur tradition o f  neigh­

bours one another has always 
been one o f  our strengths and 
(he most noble tradition: a 
tradition know n as ‘Sngikyl- 
liang ka N ongkylliang ' o r  
'C hunong Chusngi* among 
the Jaintias. This is a kind o f  
neighbourhood social bond­
ing. Historically, a ne igh ­
bourhood appears wherever 
human beings live together, 
live next to each other- that 
a llo w s an oppo rtun ity  to  
form friendships based on 
com ponents o f p roxim ity 
and reciprocity. Rural neigh­
bourhoods usually maintain 
certain practices to serve the 
interests o f  the community. 
One example of a long-held 
tradition in the rural neigh­
bourhood- a p ractice still 
p revalen t in  an ‘ in tim ate  
community' is when a  neigh­
bour is in need, neighbours 
help him in ploughing his 
field, building his hut and 
guarding his sheep. Without 
expecting any payment in 
return, the neighbours recip­
rocate the same.

All this has changed dra­
matically over the centuries 
since the Industrial R evo­
lution. In urban contexts, 
neighbourhood friendships 
have  rela tive ly  m odera te  
c o h csiv c n es s. M oreover,

members o f  the community 
have the tendency to choosc 
friends on the basis o f  sim i­
larity in backgrounds, such as 
socio-economic background, 
status, values and interests. 
Today we have neighbours 
that know each other only ca­
sually as acquaintances and 
the only cxchangc between 
them is. “How A rc You?” 
There's nothing beyond this 
perfunctory greeting. This 
has corroded our sense o f  
community for which w c arc 
callcd tribals.

Yours etc..
D r Omarlin Kyndiah, 

Via email

K udos to 
Sanbor Shullai 

o f BJP
Editor,
In the tumultuous times 

o f  the last week o f  Decem­
ber 2022  w hen  c h u rchcs 
were attacked in some parts 
o f  the country. BJP ML A, 
Sanbor Shullai condemned 
the atrocitics on Christians. 
He needs to be thanked for 
what he did despite being a 
m em ber o f  the BJP which 
has an antipathy towards m i­
norities. It needs courage and 
conscientiousness to  speak 
the tru th . Wc a lso  cannot 
forget the fact that Sanbor 
Shullai drew the w rath o f  
the Centre for defending the

Mizoram government in the 
border imbroglio w ith A s­
sam. Knowing that Shullai 
is one o f  the few w inning 
candidates, the Centre is not 
in a position to take action 
against Shullai.

Yours etc 
W. Passah.

Via email

Unfettered  
speech: boon 

or bane?
Editor,
W hen the USSR disinte­

grated. people were extreme­
ly happy for they believed 
that now there would be no 
restriction on their speech 
bu t a f te r  so m e tim e  they 
realised that it w as only a 
mirage. They realised that 
even i f  they have freedom o f  
speech no one listens to their 
problems. They also realised 
w ithin a  short lime that no 
one is prepared to take their 
specch seriously and unless 
a person 's or g roup 's speech 
is taken seriously and leads 
to action, freedom o f  speech 
is worthless. Now we look at 
the decision o f  the Supreme 
Court on this subject mat­
ter. O n the one hand is the 
Supreme Court decision on 
free spccch whereas on the 
other hand the Gujarat Bill 
em pow ering the policc to 
book protesters just got the

President's  assent. And now 
violation o f  sect ion 144 will 
be a cognisable oflcncc under 
section 188 (disobedience to 
an order duly promulgated 
by a public servant) o f  the 
IPC andean  invite6  months 
o f  ja i l  te rm  A re not the 
decisions at cross purposes? 
On the Azam Khan ease the 
apex court said there was 
no scopc for imposing addi­
tional restrictions on elected 
members o f  the legislature 
and parliament a s it is in the 
greater interest o f  other citi­
zens and the r  rights. Thus, 
the restrictions to free speech 
while expressing views on 
sensitive  matters app ly  to 
the MPs, ML As and  other 
public officials equally with 
all other citizens for, no law 
condones such acts. The use 
o f  social media to  express 
free speech in a country as 
diverse as ours, often gives 
rise to increasing instances 
o f  violation o f right to free­
dom o f  expression. This in 
turn triggers he dilemma o f  
what constitutes freedom o f  
speech and what is a deroga­
tory and vitriolic remark or 
work o f  art. Consequently, 
the blurred lines between the 
two leads to misuse o f  the 
provisions ofthc  law. biased 
behaviour and shielding o f  
e rra n t people  w ho w ield  
power. Disagreeing with the 
m ajority 's opinion. Justicc 
BV  N agara thna  sa id  i f  a 
minister makes disparaging

statements in his official ca­
pacity. it can be vicariously 
attributed to the government. 
Pertinently, she emphasised 
tha t hate spccch m ust not 
be allowed on the pretext o f  
freedom o f  spccch as it 'de­
nies human beings the right 
to  dignity' by striking a t the 
foundational values by 'm ak­
ing the society unequal and 
a lso  attacks c itizens from 
diverse backgrounds'.

In d ee d , e v e ry  p e rso n  
should measure their words 
before uttering them. Justice 
N agarathna is vehem ently 
a g ain st ha te  speech . She 
remarked that it violates the 
fraternity o f  citizens from 
d iverse backgrounds. And 
said the sine qua non o f  a 
cohesive  society  is  based 
on p lurality  and m ultieul- 
turaiism  such a s  India that 
is ‘Bharat. She a lso pointed 
out that fraternity is based 
on the idea that citizens have 
rec iprocal responsib ilities 
towards one another. While 
Justiucc N agarathna‘s inten­
tions arc laudable, her attack 
on hate specch seems a bit 
excessive. The reason is that 
in the last one hundred years, 
a lot o f  creative and scholarly 
w orks have been banned  
o r  curtailed on  grounds o f  
blasphemy, immorality, etc. 
Some o f  them can be brought 
under the rubric  o f  *hatc 
speech." Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati (1824-83). found­
e r o f  Arya Samaj. was a bitter

the banc o f  Hindu society for 
centuries. Prim e M inister 
Narcndra Modi extolled him 
for this reason.

In his magnum opus. Sa- 
tyartha Prakash, Dayananda 
wrote that " idolatry is ad- 
harma.”  Isn’t it blasphemous 
from the perspective o f  mil­
lions o f  Hindu devotees?  
Should Satyartha Prakash 
be regarded a s hate spccch? 
I Kindreds o f  years ago. Kabir 
w rote. "Laying rock upon 
stone a mosque is madc/On 
this clim bs the muezzin to 
make his call to the heavens/ 
Is the Lord deaf then?" By 
any reckoning, this is deeply 
offensive to Islam. He also 
rid icu led  ido la try , w hich 
H indus w o u ld  reg a rd  as 
offensive. Emphasis should 
be on checking v iolence by 
demagogues, not on further 
curbing free spccch. which 
is already under attack from 
various quarters. As the issue 
had wide ranging impact so 
it should be exercised cau­
tiously so  that it may not 
widen the gap between dif­
ferent societies.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan, 

Via email

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  not tha t o f  
The Shillong Times

Ainil Shah offers Ram  M andir as 
against R ahul’s  slogan for jobs

HM’s announcem ent timed 
for his target voters during 

2023,2024 polls
By Sttshil Kit tty

U nion H om e M inister 
A m it Shsh  h a s  sp o k e n . 
A nd the tim ing is  telling, 
ju s t in  tim e fo r a  c lu tch  
o f  assem b ly  e lec tio n s  in
2023, and the  b ig  one  in
2024. Shah announced that 
a g rand  Ram tem ple  w ill 
be inaugurated in Ayodhya 
on January 1, 2024. That 
m eans the B hara tiya  J a ­
nata Party will go into the 
2023 assem bly e lec tions, 
and the 2024 general elec­
tions with the successfu l

co ld  w eather, it is praise­
w orthy . T h e  yo u n g  m an 
is  trying to understand the 
nation and walking for 3000 
km. We w ill only praise it.” 
S houldn 't such w holesome 
praise for the B JP’s main 
po litica l a dversary  m ake 
Prim e M in ister  N arendra 
M odi and  H om e M inister 
A m it S hah  n e rv o u s  a nd  
jum py?

That said, the Tripura 
assem bly elections are due 
in  March 2023. and Tripura

complctioa o f  the Ayodhya 
Ram Man jir a s one o f  its 
main poll planks, i f  not the 
main. Shall said the ‘gagan- 
chum bi' Ram M andir will 
be ready for a  January I . 
2024 inauguration, ju s t in 
tim e for cam paigning for 
the 2024 general elections 
to kick-up a storm.

A m it Shah b roke  the  
n e w s  a t a p u b lic  m e e t­
ing  in  the to w n  o f  Sab- 
room in Tripura, bordering 
Bangladesh. Som e people 
prom ptly linked it to  R a­

is  over 80 percent H indu. 
T herefore, a “g rand  Ram 
M andir” has the potential 
to  sw ay voters in Tripura. 
A lso , the R SS p raise  for 
Rahul G andhi m ust have 
ra tt le d  th e  BJP. E nough  
for Shah to  harangue the 
Congress, and Rahul G an­
d h i. for the ir an ti-tem ple  
stance.

Shah charged the  C on­
gress for delaying the Ram 
M a n d ir  “ fro m  th e  tim e  
B a b u r  d e s tro y e d  it a nd  
left"  till "M odiji cam e one

“Amit Shah broke the news at 
a public meeting in the town o f  
Sabroom in Tripura, bordering 

Bangladesh. Some people promptly 
linked it to Rahul Gandhi s 

Bharat Jodo Yatra, which had come 
in fo r  wholesome praise from some 

RSS leaders who are actively involved 
in the construction o f  the Ayodhya 

Ram Mandir. This would be too simplistic 
an explanation. For one, it s 

too ad  hoc to digest.”

hul G andhi's Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. which had com e in 
for w holesome praise from 
some RSS leaders w ho are 
a c tiv e ly  involved  in  the 
construction o f  the Ayodhya 
Ram Mandir.

T his would b e  too s im ­
plistic an explanation. For 
one. it 's  too ad hoc to d i­
gest. Then again, it cannot 
be le ft to  c h a n c e  tha t a 
da te  for the inaugura tion  
h a s  b e en  a n n o u n c e d  to 
the world at large the day 
a fte r  BJY  took  o f f  from  
Delhi aftera year-end break 
and entered U ttar Pradesh, 
w here  te n p fe  p o litic s  is  
"Sanjeevni" for the BJP.

A lso, this is a  first, an­
no u n c in g  th e  d a te  fo r a 
Ram temple inauguration, 
even for tie  Union Home 
M in ister . A nd i f  i t ’s  the 
B harat Jo Jo  Y atra w hich 
is m aking  B JP  a nd  RSS 
leaders act strangely ou t o f  
character, ihcn Bharat Jodo 
Y atra and  R ahul G andhi 
m ust be  hiving an impact 
on the electorate, m aking 
BJP leaders stum ble w ith 
every  step R ahul G andhi 
is taking.

The fact that the Ram 
M a n d ir  T ru s t s e c re ta ry  
C h a m p a t Rai e x p re ssed  
aw e at a  “young m an w alk­
ing on foot” w as “ w orth ap­
preciating". W hat next? The 
RSS is known for switching 
allegiance for reasons best 
know n to itself, and  the BJP 
must be  w ondering when? 
Perhaps it (RSS) secs po­
te n tia l in  R ahul G andh i 
which the BJP doesn 't.

Calling the bearded Ra­
hul G andhi “a  young man" 
has added to the RSS com ­
plim ent. “ A young m an has 
been w ,ilkiig on foot in this

morning, (and) the Supreme 
C o u r t o r d e r  c a m e ” . H e 
rem inded the T ripura e lec­
torate o f  2019 w hen “ I was 
presiden t o f  the  B JP and 
Rahul Baba w as president 
o f th c  C ongress" and  Rahul 
G andhi would not tell a date 
for the Ram Mandir.

The Union H om e M in­
ister asked Rahul to  “open 
h is  c a rs  and  lis te n " , the 
A yodhya Ram  M andir will 
b e  ready fo r a January  I . 
2024 inauguration, a “ sky- 
s c ra p in g  R am  te m p le " , 
adding that M odi rule has 
helped rev ive  Ind ia 's c u l­
tural heritage.

Tripura w ill be the first 
o f  nine  states to  go to polls 
in  2023. including K arna­
taka. Rajasthan and Chhat- 
tisgarh. A nd Shah scented 
to  keep the “ B JP’s devel­
o pm e n t m o d e l"  e lec tio n  
p lank  in  re se rv e , say ing  
T r ip u ra  c o u ld  v e ry  w ell 
b e  the "m ost p rosperous" 
am ong small states in an ­
o ther live years.

C learly , the  BJP. a s it 
a p p roaches e lec tio n  year 
2 024 . d o e sn 't  seem  su re  
about an e lectoral strategy. 
T he Ram temple issue has 
been flogged enough. And 
a ttem pts to  m ake Gyanvapi 
and "M athura" issues aren 't 
w orking up to expectations. 
A lso, som ething like Bala- 
kote requires a Pulwama.

Besides, Pakistan also 
c anno t be  H ogged ad in ­
finitum . Not w hen Rahul 
G andhi is keeping the C hi­
na  pot boiling. Yet. Shah 
cannot stop from  talking o f  
"P ak istan i in truders" and 
“ Uri and Pulwama terror a t­
tacks". I f  w ily is a fox. then 
the BJP is coloured indigo! 
(IPA Set v kv )
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New year resolutions: why your brain isn’t wired to stick to them
N ew  y e ar, new  reso lu tio n s . It is  tha t lim e  oncc  

a g a in . A -cccn t s u rv e y  show s (hat a lm o s t 58%  
o f  the  UK p o p u la tio n  in te n d ed  to  m a k e  a new  

y e a r 's  re so lu tio n  in 2 0 2 3 , w h ich  is  a p p ro x im a te ly  30 
m il lio n  a d u lts . M ore  than  a  q u a r te r  o f  th e se  r e so lu ­
tio n s  w ill be  abo u t m ak in g  m o re  m o ney , p e rso n a l 
im p ro v e m en t and lo s in g  w e ig h t.

B u t w ill  w c  s u c c e e d ?  S a d ly , a su rv e y  o f  o v e r  8 0 0  
m il lio n  a c t iv i t ie s  b y  th e  a p p  S t ra v a . w h ic h  tr a c k s  
p e o p le 's  p h y s ic a l e x e r c is e ,  p r e d ic ts  m o s t o f  th e se  
r e s o lu t io n s  w ill  b e  a b a n d o n e d  by  J a n u a ry  19.

O n e  o f  th e  t r a in  r e a s o n s  w h y  p r o m is e s  f a il  b e ­
fo re  th e  e n d  o f  Ja n u a ry  is  b e c a u s c  th e y  a rc  v a g u e . 
T h ey  fo c u s  o n  im m e a su ra b le  q u a l i t i e s  su c h  a s  b e ­
in g  h e a l th ie r ,  h a p p ie r  (w i th o u t  d e f in in g  w h a t th a t 
m e a n s )  o r  c a r n h g  m o re  m o n e y  (w i th o u t  c o m in g  up 
w ith  a n  a m o u n t o r  p la n ) .

V ague  g o a ls  d o  no t p ro v id e  u s  w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  
d ir e c t io n . I f  w c  d o  n o t k n o w  e x a c t ly  w h e re  w c  a rc  
g o in g , it  is  d if f ic u l t  to  k n o w  w h ic h  p a th  to  ta k e . 
It is  im p o s s ib le  to  k now  ho w  f a r  w c h a v e  to  go to  
re a c h  o u r  d e s t in a t io n , w hat b a r r ie r s  w e  w ill  have  
to  o v e rc o m e  and  how  to  p r e p a re  fo r  th e m .

W c a ls o  o f ten  se t o u r s e lv e s  u n a t ta in a b le  g o a ls  
b e c a u se  w e  w an t to  c h a l le n g e  o u rse lv e s .  T h e rc  is  an 
in h e re n t  p a ra d o x  - d u b b e d  th e  “ e f f o r t  p a ra d o x "  - in  
ho w  m u c h  o u r  b ra in s lo v e  th e  id e a  o f  e f fo r t w h ile  in  
r e a l i ty  f in d in g  it u n c o m fo r ta b le .  W e w a n t  to  th in k  
th a t  w c  w il l  fee l m o re  f u l f i l l e d  i f  w c  c h a l le n g e  
o u r s e lv e s  to  a c h ie v e  a  d if f ic u l t  g o a l.

W c th in k  o f  the e n d  p o in t th a t w c w an t now . in th e  
p r e s e n t ,  b u t no t th e  p ro c e s s  o r  jo u r n e y  to  g e t th e re . 
W ith  su c h  a n a rio w  f o c u s , it is  e asy  to  v isu a lis e  th is  
e n d  p o in t a s  c lo s e r  th a n  w hat it is  w h e n  w c s ta r t  
w o rk in g  to w a rd s  it .

T h e  la z y  b r a in  
T o  n a v ig a te  th e  w o rld , w c  fo rm  m e n ta l s h o r tc u ts  
c re a t in g  ha b i s .  W hen  th e s e  c o g n it iv e  sh o r tc u ts  

h a v e  b e en  h a rd w ire d  in  p la c e , o u r  b ra in s  f in d  it 
e a s i e r  to  a c t  w ith o u t  m u c h  c o n s c io u s  e f f o r t  o r

n e ed  to  engage  s e v e ra l a re a s  o f  the  b ra in  in c lu d in g  
th e  p rc f ro n ta l c o r tc x . w h ic h  is  in v o lv e d  in  h ig h ly  
c o m p lc x  c o g n it iv e  ta s k s .

A s tu c y  u s in g  n e u ro - im a g in g  r e v e a le d  th a t  a l t e r ­
in g  o u r  b e h a v io u r  in v o lv e s  c o o rd in a te d  c ro s s - ta lk  
b e tw e e n  s e v e r a l  b r a in  r e g io n s ,  in c lu d in g  s p e e d y  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  tw o  s p e c if ic  z o n e s  w ith in  
th e  p rc f to n ta l  c o r tc x  a n d  a n o th e r  n e a rb y  s t r u c tu re  
c a l le d  tke  f ro n ta l  e y e  f ie ld ,  a n  a re a  in v o lv e d  in  
c o n tro l l in g  e y e  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  v isu a l a w a re n e s s .

T h is  is h u g e ly  m o re  c o g n it iv e ly  ta x in g  fo r o u r  
b r a in , arid so  w e  try  to  a v o id  it.

B e t te r  a p p r o a c h e s
C h a n g in g  h a b its  r e q u ir e s  b e in g  a w a re  o f  th e  p a t­

te rn s  o f  b e h a v io u r  th a t w c  h av e  le a rn t o v e r  th e  ye a rs  
a n d  k n o w in g  how  d if f ic u l t  i t  is  to  c h a n g e  them . A nd 
th a t 's  im p o s s ib le  i f  y o u  a rc  b l in d e d  by  v is io n s  o f  
th e  n e w . p e r f e c t  y o u . B u t to  su c c e e d  at c h a n g in g  
y o u rs e l f ,  y o u  n e ed  to  kn o w  th e  re a l y o u .

It is  a lso  h e lp fu l  to  s e t  c le a r ,  a c h ie v a b le  g o a ls  
su c h  a s  d e v o tin g  an  e x tra  h o u r  a w eek  to  y o u r f a v o u ­
r ite  hobby  o r  b a n n in g  b is c u i t s  in  th e  e v e n in g s  o n ly , 
p e rh a p s  r e p la c in g  th e m  w ith  a n ic e , h e rb a l te a .

W h a t’s m o re , w c n e ed  to  a p p re c ia te  a n d  c e le b ra te  
th e  p ro c e ss  o f  a c h ie v in g  o u r  g o a ls .  M a n y  o f  u s  a rc  
m ore  in c lin e d  to  fo c u s  on  th e  n e g a t iv e  a s p e c ts  o f  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e , le a d in g  to  s tr e s s  a n d  a n x ie ty .  B u t 
bad  e m o .io n s  d e m a n d  m o re  a t te n t io n  - th is  is  c a lle d  
n e g a tiv i ty  b ia s .  A n d  th e  m o re  w c  fo c u s  on  n e g a t iv e  
th in g s  i r  o u r  l iv e s ,  a n d  th e  n e g a tiv e  a s p c c ts  a b o u t 
o u rs e lv e s ,  th e  m o re  w c a rc  l ik e ly  w e  a rc  to  fee l 
d o w n  w b ilc  m is s in g  the  p o s i t iv e  th in g s .

T h e  w o re  w c  fo c u s  on  th e  p o s i t iv e  a s p c c ts  o f  
o u r s e lv e s ,  th e  m o re  l ik e ly  w e a re  to  be  a b le  to  
c h a n g e  o u r  m in d s e ts .

S o  i f  y o u  w a n t  to  c h a n g e , a c c c p t  y o u r s e l f  th e  
w ay  y o u  a re  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y . T h o u g h  i f  you  
d o  th a t ,  you m ay  e v e n  f in d  y o u 'd  r a th e r  s lick  to  th e  
m o tto  "new  y e a r , sa m e  o ld  m e " . T h e r e 's  n o th in g  
w ro n g  w ith  th a t .  ( T he  C o n v e r s a t io n )

c o n tro l .  T he lo n g e r  w c h a v e  h a d  these  h a b its ,  th e  
m o re  d e e p ly  c n t rc n c h c d  th e  c o g n it iv e  s h o r tc u ts  
b e h in d  th e m  a rc .

F o r  e x a m p le , w e  m a y  u n th in k in g ly  re a c h  fo r  th e  
ja r  o f  b is c u i ts  w h e n  w e p a rk  o u rse lv e s  in  f ro n l  o f  
th e  te l ly  a t  n ig h t -  it b e c o m e s  a ro u tin e . O r  w c  h it 
th e  s n o o z e  b u tto n  w h e n  th e  a la rm  goes o f f  in  th e  
m o rn in g .

O u r  b ra in s  a rc  la z y  a n d  w an t to  m in  m is c  c o g n i­
tiv e  lo a d  m e an in g  we rep e a t w h at w c  find  p le a su r ­
a b le  r a th e r  th a n  c o n s id e r  m a n y  d if f e re n t a n d  new  
o p tio n s ,  w h ic h  m ay  b e  m o re  o r  le s s  p le a su ra b le .  It 
is  s im p ly  e a s ie r  to  ta k e  th e s e  sh o r tc u .s  th a t d o n 't  
o f fe r  m u c h  re s i s ta n c e  o r  d is c o m fo rt . T hat s a id , so m e  
p e o p le  re ly  m o re  o n  h a b its  th a n  o th e rs  a id  th e y  m ay 
f in d  it  h a rd e r  to  b re a k  th e m .

T o a c h ie v e  o u r  r e s o lu t io n s ,  h o w ev e r, w c  o f te n  
n e ed  to  c h a n g e  th e s e  d e e p - s e a te d  h a b its  a n d  a l te r  
th e  n e u ra l p a th w a y s  r e s p o n s ib le .  B u t t s  o u r  b r a in s

re s is t  th is  d is c o m f o r t ,  w c  a re  te m p te d  to  go  b a c k  to  
a m o re  c o m fo r ta b le  p la c e . T h a t ’s a re a so n  w hy  w c 
g iv e  up  o u r  r e s o lu t io n s .  A n a s p e c t  o f  th is  is  k n o w n  
a s  th e  s ta tu s  q u o  b ia s .  W e a rc  m o re  lik e ly  to  s ta y  
w ith  s ta tu s  q u o  - o u r  e x is t in g  m in d s e ts  - r a th e r  th a n  
p e rs i s t  w ith  c h a n g in g  th e s e  h a b its  w h ic h  ta k e s  tim e  
an d  e ffo r t .

T h e  m o re  w e  fo c u s  o n  th e  g o a l r a th e r  th a n  th e  
in c re m e n ta l  s te p s  n e ed e d  to  a c h ie v e  th a t g o a l ,  the  
m o re  l ik e ly  w c a rc  to  f in d  it d if f ic u l t  to  c h a n g e  o u r  
m in d s e ts  a n d  c rc a te  th e  h a b its  n e e d e d  to  a c h ie v c  
it . It b c c o m c s  a v ic io u s  c i r c ic  b e c a u s e  th e  m o re  we 
g e t s t r e s s e d  a b o u t s o m e th in g , th e  m o re  l ik e ly  wc 
a re  to  f a ll b a ck  in to  a p la c e  o f  c o m fo r t ,  w ith  o u r  
c o g n it iv e  sh o r tc u ts .

W hen  w c  e n g a g e  in  h a b itu a l  b e h a v io u r ,  a re a s  a t 
th e  ba ck  o f  th e  b ra in , to  d o  w ith  a u to m a t ic  b e h a v ­
io u r , a rc  ty p ic a l ly  e n g a g e d . B ut to  a c t iv e ly  a l te r  
o u r  n e u ra l p a th w a y s  a w a y  fro m  su c h  a c t iv a t io n ,  w c
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J a n u a r y  3 m arks th e  b ir th  a n n iv e r s a ry  
o f  o n e  o f  the w o rld 's  g r e a te s t  te a c h e r s .  
S a v i t r ib a i  P h u lc .  R e c ta  R a m a m u rth y  
G u p ta  is s e t  to  re le a s e  S a v i t r ib a i 's  f ir s t b i ­

o g ra p h y . t i t l e d  S a v iir i  a nd  F a t im a ',  w ith  a 
fo c u s  on  he r f r ie n d sh ip  w ith  Fa tim a  S h a ik h . 
T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t w a s  m a d e  b y  H a r p e r  
C o l l in s  in  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2 .

T h e  q u e s t io n  th a t re m a in s  is  w h y  is  th e  
f ir s t  b o o k  a b o t t  S a v itr ib a i  P h u le  c o m in g  
125 y e a r s  a f te r  h e r  d e a th ?  H e re 's  an  in te r ­
v ie w  w ith  th e  a u th o r  w h o  a ls o  w ro te  th e  
b e s t s e l l i n g  b io u ra p h y  o f  S a n jc c v  K u m a r  
in  2 0 2 2 .

Q : W h y  is  th e  f i r s t  b io g r a p h y  o n  S a v i i ­
r i  b a i  P h u le  c o m in g  so  l a t e ?

A : A s a m a tic r  o f  f a c t,  th e re  a rc  m a n y  
b o o k s  a b o u t S a v itr ib a i in  M a ra th i.  I h a v e  
s e e n  so m e  c o m p ila tio n s  in  E n g lish  a s  w e ll, 
bu t n o th in g  tha t q u a l if ie s  a s  a b io g ra p h y . I 
d o  w o n d e r  w hy th e rc  h a v e n 't  b e e n  a t te m p ts

to  w r i te  h e r  s to ry  in  E n g l i s h  b e f o r e  o r  
w h e th e r  I m ig h t h a v e  m is s e d  th e m .

S a v itr ib a i P h a le  is  a  p a rt o f  e v e ry  lis t ic lc  
on  th e  w o rld 's  g re a te s t te a c h e r s .  S h e 's  o n e  
o f  th e  g r e a te s t  r e v o lu t io n a r ie s  a n d  g u id in g  
l ig h t s  to  h a v e  been  b o rn  in  In d ia .

Q : W h ic h  a g a in  b r in g s  u s to  w h y  th e r e 's  
n o  b o o k  a b o u t  her.

A : D e s t in y  m a y b e . A lso , r e m e m b e r  th a t 
th e re  is  an a w a k en in g  o f  so r ts  in  o u r  c o u n try  
a t p r e s e n t .  In d ia 's  w ri te r s ,  f ilm m a k e rs  a nd  
b u s in e s s  le a d e rs  a re  r e c la im in g  I n d ia 's  h i s ­
to ry  in  a d e c is iv e  m a n n er . 1 a ls o  s e c  In d ia  
ta k in g  p r id e  in its  o w n  s to r ie s  a n d  a r t i s t s  
lik e  n e v e r  b e fo re .

T h is  u n a p o lo g e tic  p r id e  is  p o s s ib le  b e ­
c a u s c  on  th e  o ne  h a n d , w e  h a v e n 't  b e en  a c ­
q u is i t iv e  o r  p re d a to ry  to w a rd s  o th e r  la n d s . 
O n th e  o th e r  h and , fro m  G a n d h i to  B u d d h a . 
N aren d ra  M od i lo R ish i S u n a k , M u k e sh  A m - 
b a n i to  G a u ta m  A d a n i . a n d  M o th e r  T e re sa  
to  P r iy a n k a  C h o p ra , so m e  o f  th e  w o r ld 's  
m o s t  in s p i ra t io n a l  ic o n s  a c r o s s  d if f e r e n t  
f ie ld s  a rc  fro m  In d ia . I n d ia  h a s  c o m e  in to  
h e r  o w n .

Q : W h y  d id  y o u  p i c k  th is  s u b je c t?
A : E v ery  Ind  an w o m a n , a n y w h e re  in  th e  

w o rld , w h o  c an  re a d  a n d  w ri te ,  o w e s  a  d eh t 
o f  g r a t i tu d e  to  S a v itr ib a i P h u le . I w a n te d  to  
b r in g  h e r  to  the  f ro n t a n d  c e n tr e  o f  p u b lic  
c o n s c io u s n c s s  b e ca u se  th e  p r e s e rv a t io n  o f

o u r  d e m o c ra c y  l ie s  in  b e in g  c o g n is a n t  o f  
o u r  h a rd -w o n  f re e d o m  a n d  how  p r e c io u s  
a n d  te n u o u s  th is  f re ed o m  is!

S a v itr ib a i  P h u lc  w as an  e m b o d im e n t o f  
th e  w o rd  'fe m in ism * . H er  c o n v ic t i o n s  a nd  
h e r  a c t io n s  w e re  s e t  in  th e  I 9 th  c e n tu ry , 
a t  a tim e  w h ere  e v e n  b a s ic  r ig h ts  w e re  no t 
a v a i la b le  to  w o m e n . S h e  fo u g h t fo r  th e ir  
b a s ic  d ig n ity  a n d  e d u c a t io n . H er a c t iv is m  
a n d  h e r  d u ty  r e q u ir e d  re a l g u m p tio n . S h e  
n o t  o n ly  r c s c r ip te d  h e r  o w n  l i f e ,  sh e  m ade 
it p o s s ib le  fo r  u n to u c h a b lc s  a n d  w o m e n  to  
r c - s c r ip t  th e ir s  to o .

Q : I s  i t  p o s s ib l e  lo  'R e s c r ip t  Your L i fe ' ,  
a s  p e r  y o u r  f i r s t  b o o k ?

A : Y es, ’R e s c r ip t  Y our L if e ' is  m y f ir s t  
b o o k , on  w h ic h  e v e ry  o th e r  b o o k  is  b a se d . 
Y ou b e c o m e  w h a t y o u  b e l ie v e  in . no t w h at 
y o u  w a n t , is  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  b o o k .

I f  y o u  r e a d  'S t r a n g e r  in  th e  M ir r o r ' ,  
R a k cy s h  O m p ra k a sh  M c h ra 's  b io g ra p h y , he 
is  s o m e o n e  w ho  c a m e  fro m  h u m b le  o r ig in s  
to  b c c o m c  o n e  o f  o u r  g r e a te s t  f ilm m a k e rs .

I f  y o u  r e a d  'S a n j e c v  K u m a r:  
T h e  A c to r  W e A ll L o v e d ',  th e  
m a n  lo s t h is  f a th e r  a t 12 a nd  
fe ll p re y  to  h e a v y  d e p re s s io n , 
b e fo r e  he  ro se  to  b c c o m c  o n e  
o f  I n d ia 's  f in e s t  a c to r s .  So  
b o th  o f  th e m  rc - s c r ip tc d  th e ir  
l iv e s .

Q : Your b o o k  is  t i t l e d  S a v i i ­
r i  a n d  F a tim a .

A : Y es, th is  is  a  s to ry  o f  a 
f r i e n d s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  
w o m e n . W hen  S a v itr ib a i  and  
h e r  h u s b a n d  J y o t i r a o  P h u lc  
fo u n d e d  th e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  fo r  
g i r l s  ( b y  a n o n - m is s i o n a r y  
o r  by  s o m e o n e  w h o  w as  no t 
B r i t i s h ) ,  th e y  w e re  th ro w n  o u t 
o f  th e i r  h o u se . I t w a s  F a tim a  

S h a ik h  w h o  g a v e  th e m  sh e lte r .
F a tim a  h a d  ta k e n  h e r  te a c h e r  t r a in in g  

le s s o n s  a lo n g  w ith  S a v i t r ib a i  P h u lc  a n d  
th e y  d e v e lo p e d  a d e e p  f rie n d s h ip . F a tim a  
fu n c tio n e d  a s  a d e p e n d a b le  d e p u ty  to  S a v iir i 
P h u lc 's  e f f o r t s .  S h e  o f fe re d  to  ru n  a l l  the 
s c h o o ls  a n d  th is  g a v e  S a v itr ib a i  P h u le  th e  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  c o n fro n t o th e r  s o c ia l is s u e s  
su c h  a s  w id o w  r e m a r r ia g e  and  th e  o p p r e s ­
s iv e  c a s te  sy s te m .

Y et. th is  f r ie n d s h ip  b e tw e e n  S a v itr i  a nd  
F a t im a  a n d  th e i r  w o rk  to g e th e r  r e m a in s  
u n su n g  a nd  u n k n o w n . T h ey  h ad  a d re a m , 
’e d u c a t io n  fo r  a l l ’, i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  c a s te ,  
c re e d  o r  r e l i g io n .  T h e  s p a rk  l i t  by  S a v itr i  
and  F a tim a  had  fa r - rc a c h in g  c o n s e q u e n c e s . 
A s m o re  a n d  m o re  I n d ia n s  g o t e d u c a te d , 
th e ir  m in d s  o p e n e d  up  to  th e  id e a s  o f  f r e e ­
d o m , j u s t ic e  and  lib e r ty .

Q : W h e n  w i l l  th i s  b o o k  b e  l a u n c h e d ?
A : L a te r  th is  y e a r . B ut I d o  b e l ie v e  th a t 

a f t e r  th i s  b o o k .  F a t im a  S h a ik h  w i l l  be  
m e n tio n e d  w ith  th e  s a m e  r c v c r c n c c  th a t 
w c  a c c o rd  to  fo rm e r  P r e s id e n t  a n d  fre e d o m  
f ig h te r  Z a k i r  H u s s a in  o r  fo rm e r  P re s id e n t  
a n d  a c c la im e d  s c ie n t i s t  A .P .J . A b d u l K a- 
la m .

Q: What next?
A : A n o th e r  e x c itin g  s to ry  from  th e  a n n a ls  

o f  In d ia n  h is to ry . A n o th e r  fo rg o t te n  h e ro  
p e rh a p s ?  (IA N S )

An ideal recipe book for folks  
affected  by life s ty le  d isord ers

By N . L o th u n g b e n i  l lu m ts o c

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  W o rld  H e a lth  
O rg a n iz a t io n , a ro u n d  4 2 2  m il­
l io n  p e o p le  w o r ld w id e  h a v e  

d ia b e te s ,  w ith  th e  m a jo r ity  l iv in g  in  
lo w - a n d  m id d lc - in c o m c  c o u n t r i e s ,  
and  d ia b e te s  is  d i r e c t ly  r e s p o n s ib le  
to r 1.5 m i l l io n  f a ta l i t i e s  e a c h  y e a r . 
D ia b e te s  h a s  b e e n  p r o g re s s iv e ly  in ­
c re a s in g  in  b o th  th e  n u m b e r  o f  e a s e s  
and  th e  p re v a le n c e  d u r in g  th e  la s t  few  
d c ca d cs .

" D ia b e te s  is  a  c h ro n ic ,  m e ta b o l ic  
d is e a s e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  e le v a te d  le v ­
els o f  b lo o d  g lu c o s e  ( o r  b lo o d  su g a r) , 
w h ich  le a d s  o v e r  tim e  to  s e r io u s  d a m ­
age to  th e  h e a r t ,  b lo o d  v e s s e ls ,  e y e s ,  
k id n e y s  a n d  n e rv e s . T h e  m o s t c o m m o n  
is ty p e  2 d ia b c ic s ,  u s u a lly  in  a d u lts ,  
o c c u rs  w hen  th e  b o d y  b c c o m c s  r e s i s ­
tan t to  in s u l in  o r  d o e s n 't  m a k e  e n o u g h  
in su l in .

" In  th e  p a s t  t h r e e  d c c a d c s  th e  
p re v a le n c e  o f  ty p e  2 d ia b e te s  h a s  r ise n  
d ra m a tic a l ly  in  c o u n tr ie s  o f  a ll  in c o m e  
le v els . T y p e  1 d ia b e te s ,  o n c e  k n ow n  as 
ju v e n ile  d ia b c ic s  o r  in su l in -d e p e n d e n t 
d ia b e te s ,  i s  a  c h r o n ic  c o n d i t i o n  in  
w h ich  th e  p a n c r c a s  p ro d u c e s  l i t t l e  o r  
rio in s u l in  by i ts e lf .  F o r  p e o p le  l iv in g  
w ith  d i a b c i c s .  a c c e s s  to  a f f o r d a b le  
tre a tm e n t, in c lu d in g  in su l in , is  c r it ic a l 
to th e ir  su r v iv a l .  T h e re  is  a g lo b a l ly  
a g re e d  ta rg e t to  h a lt  ihe  r ise  in  d ia b e ­
tes a n d  o b e s i ty  by  2 0 2 5 ."  - W H O

" L if e s ty le  is  a n  a l l - c n c o m p a s s in g  
te rm  th a t h a s  th e  p o w e r  to  tr a n s fo rm  
your li f e  w ith in  w e e k s ."  s a y s  K h u sh - 
boo  J a in  T ib r e w a la ,  fo u n d e r  o f  T h e  
H ea lth  P a n try , N u tr i t io n i s t ,  a n d  D ia ­
b e tes  E d u ca to r .

lA N S I ife  sp o k e  to  K h u sh b o o . a u th o r  
o f ’E v e ry d a y  re c ip e s  fo r  D ia b e te s ,’ to  
b e lte r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  d is e a s e  a n d  how  
to d e a l in o r d e r  to  a c h ie v c  th e  g lo b a l 
o b je c tiv e  o f  e n d in g  th e  c h ro n ic  d ise a s e  
by 2 0 2 5 .

W h at p r o m p te d  y o u  to  c r e a te  a 
free  e b o o k ?

K h u sh b o o :  I f  y o u  a c tu a l ly  s e e  each  
o f  th e  r c c ip c s .  y o u 'l l  n o tic e  th a i  m ost

o f  th e m  a re  n o rm a l e v e r y d a y  d ish e s  
th a t  w e a l l  c a t a t o u r  h o m e s . I m ay 
h a v e  iw c ak c d  th e m  h e re  a n d  th e re  but 
it  is  m ore  a  c u ra t io n  o f  In d ia n  hom e 
f o o d  th a n  r e c ip e s  w r i t te n  b y  m e . I 
m a d e  th is  b o o k  fre e  fo r  a l l  b e c a u sc
1 w an ted  p e o p le  to  s e c  at th e  e n d  o f  
th e  d a y  a l l  th e y  n e ed  is  n o rm a l hom e- 
s ty le  m e a ls .

O u r  t r a d i t io n a l  f o o d s  h a v e  e v e r y ­
th in g  w c  n e ed  to  s ta y  h e a lth y , w e  ju s t 
n e e d  to  le a r n  ho w  lo  tw e ak  th e  basic  
r c c ip c s  a s  p e r  o u r  h e a lth  g o a ls .  T his 
b o o k  w ill  f in d  i t s e l f  u s e fu l  in  a lm o st 
e v e r y  I n d i a n  h o u s e h o ld  n o  m a tte r  
w h ere  in  In d ia  th e y  a rc  from  o r  w h ere  
in  th e  w o rld  th e y  liv e  to d a y . T h is  one  
h ad  to  b e  f re e .

W h a t  a r e  th e  m o s t  p r e v a l e n t  is­
su e s  t h a t  y o u r  a s s o c i a t io n  w ith  D i»- 
b c t ic  p a t i e n t s  h a s  r e v e a le d ?

K h u s h b o :  T h e r e  a re  q u i te  a few! 
B ut o n e  o f  th e  m o s t c o m m o n  o n e s  is 
th e  ro le  th e  r e s t o f  th e  f a m i ly  p la y s . 
In som e  h o m e s , th e  re m a in in g  fam ily  
m e m b e rs  id e n tif y  th a t th e s e  a re  l i f : -  
s ty lc  d i s o r d e rs  a nd  ih c y  m ay  a l l  b e  at 
r isk  a s  a fam ily . T h ey  m ake  d ie ta ry  a id  
l i f e s ty le  c h a n g e s  a s  a fam ily .

S u c h  p a tie n ts  s e c  a n  a lm o s t  m ag ica l 
r e s p o n s e . B e c a u s c  th e re  is  no  s tr e s s  
a ro u n d  ih c i r  fo o d  a t h o m e . In hom es 
w h e re  th e  r e m a in in g  fa m i ly  m e m b ers  
r e fu se  to  s u p p o r t  th e  p a t ie n t ,  re su l ts  
a rc  s lo w e r  a n d  th e re  a rc  h ig h e r  c h an c es  
o f  d r o p o u ts .

H o w  d o e s  y o u r  b o o k  h e lp  i n d i ­
v id u a l s  s u f f e r i n g  f ro m  c o n d i t i o a s  
s u c h  a s  H y p e r te n s io n .  P C O S , IIi«.h 
C h o l e s te r o l .  W e ig h t  L o se , a n d  T ype
2 d ia b e te s ?

K h u s h b o o :  T h is  b o o k  is  p c rfc c t for 
a n y o n e  w ho  h a s  th e s e  l i f e s ty le  d is o r ­
d e rs .  E a c h  r e c ip e  is  g lu te n - f r e e ,  low 
g ly c c m ic  in d e x , is  h ig h  in  f ib r e ,  rich 
in  p h y to n u tr ie n ts  a n d  is  p la n t-b a se d . 
T h e s e  s im p le  t r a i l s  m a k e  s u r e  tha t 
y o u r  g lu c o s e  le v e ls  a re  m o re  s ta b le  
a n d  s ta b i l i s in g  b lo o d  g lu c o s c  le v e ls  is  
the  o n e  tr ic k  th a t h e lp s  e a c h  a n d  ev ery  
l i f e s ty le  d is o r d e r  in c lu d in g  th e  ones

m e n tio n e d  h e re .

H ow  d o e s  y o u r  b o o k  d i f f e r  f ro m  
th e  n u m e r o u s  o th e r s  o n  th e  m a r k e t  
t h a t  d is c u s s  D ia b e te s  a n d  o t h e r  t o p ­
ic s?

K h u s h b o o :  A s m e n tio n e d  b e fo r e ,  
th is  b o o k  is  a s im p le  c u ra t io n  o f  r c c i­
p c s  fro m  In d ian  h o m e s . W h a t m a k e s  it 
u n iq u e  is  th e  a d d it io n  o f  a N u tr i t io n ­
i s t 's  p e rs p e c t iv e . I h a v e  la b e l le d  eac h  
r e c ip e  a s  p e r  i t s  g ly c c m ic  in d e x , th e  
c u l in a r y  s k i l l  r e q u i r e d  a n d  w h e th e r  
it c an  be  u se d  a s  p a rt o f  w e e k ly  m eal 
p re p . A lso , 1 h a v e  c re a te d  so m e  s im p le  
fo rm u las  to  he lp  th e  re a d e r  p e rso n a lis e  
th e  r c c ip e  a n d  u se  lo c a l ly  a v a i la b le  
in g r e d ie n ts .  F o r  e g .,  th e re  is  a c h c c la  
r e c ip e  th a t  c a n  b e  m a d e  w ith  l i t e r ­
a l ly  w h a te v e r  y o u  h a v e  a t  h o m e , y o u  
ju s t  n e e d  to  s t i c k  to  m y p r o p o r t io n s .  
S im ila r ly , th e re  is  a m ix e d  g ree n s  sa ag  
r e c ip c  th a t  is a g a in  j u s t  a  fo rm u la  th a t  
c an  b e  u se d  to  m ake  a s a a g  ou t o f  w h a t­
e v e r  g re e n s  y o u  h a v e  a t hom e .

S h a r e  o n e  r e c ip c  w ith  a n  i n t e r e s t ­
in g  b a c k s to r y ?

K h u s h b o o :  W h at m a k es  th is  b o o k  
so  sp e c ia l  to  m e is  th a t  l i t e r a l ly ,  e v e ry  
r c c ip e  h a s  a s p e c ia l  s to ry  a n d  a s p e ­
c ia l p e rso n  to  th a n k . T h e  S a ttu  r c c ip e  
c o m c s  f ro m  m y N a n i , th e  K a n ji from  
m y D a d i . th e re  is  a s a la d  th a t  c o m cs  
f rom  a ll th e  lu n c h cs  a t m y b e s t f r ie n d 's  
h o m e . M a n g o d i p u la o  is  m y m o th e r ’s 
r e c ip e .  O n e  th a t  I a m  m o s t  e x c i te d  
a b o u t is  th e  M e th i ki C h u tn e y . G ro w ­
in g  up . A lo o  B cdm i a n d  th is  C h u tn e y  
w as th e  s ta n d a rd  S u n d a y  b re a k fa s t  at 
h o m e . B a c k  th e n  w e  w o u ld  b u y  th is  
o n e  s p e c ia l  b ra n d  fro m  D e lh i th a t w e  
w o u ld  n e v e r  f in d  in  M u m b a i.

C u t to  m y  l i f e  a s  an  a d u l t ,  w h en  
1 le a rn  th a t m e th i s e e d s  a rc  a c tu a l ly  
f a n ta s tic  fo r  ty p e  2 d ia b e t ic s .  So  w h ile  
m ost n u t r i t i o n is t s  a sk  y o u  to  so a k  the  
s e e d s  a n d  c a t  th e m  e v e ry  m o rn in g . I 
w a n te d  to  f in d  a  ta s t ie r  w ay  o f  in c o r ­
p o ra tin g  m e th i s e e d s . 1 r e c re a te d  th e  
r c c ip e  fo r th a t c h u tn c y  a n d  now . th is  
s im p le  r c c ip e  h a s  b c c o m c  p a r t  o f  a ll  
m y c l ie n t s ' l iv e s .  ( lA N S I i fe )
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This is how your cup of coffee 
contributes to climate change

G l o b a l  c o f f c c  c o n s u m p ­
t io n  ha> b e e n  i n c r e a s ­
in g  s t e a d i ly  f o r  a lm o s t  

3 0  y e a r s .  W ith  a d a i ly  a v e r a g e  
c o n s u m p tio n  o f  2 .7  c u p s  o f  c o f ­
f e e  p e r  p e r s o n ,  c o f f e e  i s  n o w  
C a n a d a 's  m o s t p o p u la r  d r in k . It is  
e s t im a te d  th a t a ro u n d  tw o  b i l l io n  
c u p s  o f  c o ffc c  a rc  c o n su m ed  d a ily  
w o rld w id e .

T h is  d e m a n d  h a s  le d  to  c o n ­
s id e r a b le  d iv e r s i f i c a t io n  in  th e  
w a y s  o f  p re p a rin g  c o f f c c  a s  w e ll, 
in c lu d in g  th e  c re a t io n  o f  c o ffe e  
c a p s u le s .  T h e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e se  
c a p s u le s  h a s  d iv id e d  th e  p u b lic  
o p in io n  b e c a u se  th is  m e th o d  o f  
p r e p a ra t io n ,  w h ic h  u s e s  s in g l e ­
u s e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a c k a g i n g ,  is  
h a rm fu l to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t.

A s  r e s e a r c h e r s  w o r k i n g  o n  
a s s e s s in g  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l im ­
p a c ts  o f  p r o d u c ts  a n d  s e rv i c e s ,  
w e  o f te n  d is c u s s  c o f f c e ’s c a rb o n  
f o o tp r in t .

W e d e c id e d  to s tu d y  th e  c a rb o n  
fo o tp r in t  o f  s e v e r a l  te c h n iq u e s  
u se d  to  p rep a re  c o ffe e  a t h o m e , 
a n d  it tu rn s  ou t th a t  c o ffe e  c a p ­
s u le s  a r e n 't  t h ;  b ig g e s t  c a r b o n  
c u lp r i ts .

I h e  l i f e  c y c le  o f  c o ffe e
T h e  p o llu t io n  r e s u l t in g  f ro m  

th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  c o ff e e  a t ho m e  
is  j u s t  th e  t ip  o f  th e  ic e b e rg .

B e fo re  y o u  can  e n jo y  a c u p  o f  
c o f f e e ,  i t  g o e s  th r o u g h  s e v e r a l  
s te p s ,  s ta r t in g  from  th e  a g r ic u l ­
t u r a l  p r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  c o f f c c  
b e a n s , th e i r  tra n s p o r t ,  th e  r o a s t ­
in g  a n d  g r in d in g  o f  th e  b e a n s , 
r ig h t  up  to  th e  S e a tin g  o f  th e  w a ­
te r  fo r  th e  c o ffe e  a n d  th e  w a s h in g  
o f  th e  c u p s  it is p o u re d  in .

T h e s e  s t e p s  c o m m o n  to  a l l  
m o d e s  o f  c o ffe e  p r e p a ra t io n , c o n ­
su m e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  e m it g r e e n ­
h o u se  g a s e s  (G IIG ) .

To  a d e q u a te ly  c o m p a r e  th e  
c a r b o n  f o o tp r in t o f  s e v e ra l c o f ­
f e e  p r e p a r a t i o n  m e th o d s ,  i t  is  
im p o r ta n t to  c o n s id e r  th e i r  e n t ir e  
lif e  c y c le :  from  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  
c o ff e e , th ro u g h  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  
o f  p a c k a g in g  and  m a c h in e ry , to  
th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  c o ffc c  a n d  th e

w a s te  p ro d u c e d .

C o m p a r in g  f o u r  c o ffee  
p r e p a r a t i o n  m e th o d s

W c d c c id c d  to  s tu d y  th is  f u r ­
th e r  a n d  c o n d u c tc d  an  e x te n s iv e  
l i t e r a tu re  r e v ie w  o n  th e  su b je c t .  
W e th e n  m e a s u r e d  th e  c a r b o n  
fo o tp r in t  o f  c o ff e e  b y  c o m p a r in g  
f o u r  m e th o d s  o f  p r e p a r i n g  280  
m i l l i l i t r e s  o f  c o ff c c . n a m ely :

1) T r a d it io n a l  f i l te r  c o ffe e  (25  
g ra m s  o f  c o ffc c )

2 )  E n c a p s u la te d  f i l t e r  c o f f c c  
(1 4  g ram s o f  c o ffc c )

3 )  B r e w e d  c o f f c c  ( F r e n c h  
p re s s )  ( I 7 g ra m s  o f  c o ffc c )

4 )  S o lu b le  c o f f c c  ( 1 2  g r a m s  
o f  c o f f c c ) ,  a ls o  k n o w n  a s  in s ta n t 
c o ffe e

O u r  a n a ly s i s  c le a r l y  s h o w e d  
th a t  t r a d i t io n a l  f i l te r  c o ffe e  has 
th e  h ig h e s t  c a r b o n  f o o t p r i n t ,  
m a in ly  b c c a u s c  a g r e a te r  q u a n ­
t i t y  o f  c o ffe e  p o w d e r  is  u se d  to  
p ro d u c e  th e  a m o u n t  o f  c o f f c c .  
T h is  p ro c e s s  a ls o  c o n s u m e s  m o re  
e le c t r ic i ty  to  h e a t th e  w a te r  and  
k e ep  it  w arm .

W h en  c o n s u m e rs  u se  th e  r e c ­
o m m e n d e d  a m o u n ts  o f  c o f f c c  
and  w a te r , so lu b le  c o ffc c  a p p e a rs  
to  b e  th e  m o s t  e n v iro n m e n ta l ly  
f r ie n d ly  o p tio n .

T h is  is  d u e  to  th e  lo w  a m o u n t 
o f  s o lu b le  c o ff c c  used  p e r  c u p . 
th e  k e t t le 's  lo w e r  e le c tr ic i ty  c o n ­
s u m p t io n  c o m p a r e d  to  a c o f f e e  
m a k e r  a n d  th e  a b se n c e  o f  o rg a n ic  
w a s te  to  b e  tr e a te d .

O n  th e  o th e r  hand , w h en  c o n ­
s u m e rs  u se  a 20  p e r  c e n t s u rp lu s  
o f  c o ffc c  and  h e a t tw .e e  th e  w a te r  
n e e d e d  (w h ic h  is  o f te n  th e  c a se ) ,  
c o f f e e  c a p s u le s  se em  to  be  th e  
b e s t  o p t io n .  W h y ?  B c c a u sc  th e  
c a p s u le s  a l lo w  y o u  to  o p t im iz e  
th e  a m o u n t o f  c o ffc c  a n d  w a te r  
p e r  c o n s u m p tio n .

C o m p a re d  to  tr a d i t io n a l  f i l te r  
c o ff c c .  d r in k in g  a c a p su le  f i l te r  
c o ffe e  (2 8 0  m l)  sa v es b e tw e e n  11 
a n d  13 g ra m s  o f  c o ffee . P ro d u c in g
11 g ram s o f  A ra b ic a  c o ffcc  in B ra ­
z il e m its  a b o u t 59  g ra m s o f  C 0 2 c  
( C 0 2  e q u iv a le n t) .  T h is  v a lu e  is  
m uch  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  27 g ra m s o f  
C 0 2 c  e m it te d  fo r  m a n u fa c tu rin g  
o f  c o f f c c  c a p s u le s  a nd  s e n d in g

th e  g e n e ra te d  w a s te  to  a la n d f i l l .  
T h e s e  f ig u r e s  g iv e  an id e a  o f t h c  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  a v o id in g  o v e ru s in g  
a n d  w a s t in g  c o ffe e .

C o f f e e  p r o d u c t i o n
R e g ard le ss  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  c o ffc c  

p r e p a ra t io n ,  c o ff c c  p r o d u c tio n  is  
th e  m o s t  G H G - c m i t t i n g  p h a s e . 
I t c o n t r ib u te d  to  a ro u n d  4 0  p e r  
c e n t  to  8 0  p e r  c c n t  o f  th e  to ta l 
e m is s io n . T h e re  a re  m a n y  re a so n s  
fo r  th is .

T h e  c o f f c c  p l a n t  i s  a s m a l l  
s tu n t e d  tr e e  o r  s h r u b  th a t  w a s  
tr a d i t io n a l ly  g ro w n  in  th e  sh a d e  
o f  th e  fo re s t c a n o p y . T h e  m o d ­
e rn iz a t io n  o f  th e  s e c to r  le d  to  th e  
t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  m a n y  c o f f e e  
p la n ta t io n s  in to  v a s t  f ie ld s  th a t 
w e r e  f u l ly  e x p o s e d  to  th e  su n . 
T h is  a d d e d  th e  n e ed  fo r  in te n s iv e  
i r r ig a t i o n ,  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  sy s te m s  
a n d  th e  u se  o f  p e s t ic id e s .

T h is  m e c h a n iz a t io n , i r r ig a t io n  
a n d  u se  o f  n i t ro u s  o x id e -e m it t in g  
f e r t i l i z e r s  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  
w h ic h  re q u ire s  la rg e  q u a n ti t ie s  o f  
n a tu ra l  g a s  g r e a t ly  c o n tr ib u te  
to  c o f f e e 's  c a rb o n  fo o tp r in t .

R e d u c in g  c o f f e e ’s 
c a r b o n  f o o tp r in t

A t th e  c o n s u m e r  le v e l ,  b e y o n d  
r e d u c in g  c o f f e e  c o n s u m p t io n ,  
a v o i d i n g  w a s t i n g  c o f f c c  a n d  
w a te r  is  th e  m o s t e f f e c t iv e  w ay  
to  red u c e  th e  c a rb o n  fo o tp r in t o f  
t r a d i t io n a l ,  b re w e d  a n d  so lu b le  
c o ffe e s .

C o ffcc  c a p su le s  a v o id  the  o v e r ­
u se  o f  c o ffc c  a nd  w a te r . H cw cvcr. 
th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  c a p su le  m a ­
c h in e s  c a n  le a d  c o n s u m e r s  to  
d o u b le  th e ir  c o ff c c  c o n su m p tio n , 
th u s  m a k in g  th is  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
a d v a n ta g e  re d u n d a n t.

C o n s u m e r s  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  
a w a re  o f  th e  c a p s u le  r e c y c l in g  
o p t io n s  in  th e  c i ty  w h e re  th e y  
liv e  to  a v o id  it  g e t t in g  se n t to  
a la n d f i l l  in s te a d  o f  a r e c y c lin g  
fa c i l i ty .

B e tte r  y e t .  th e y  sh o u ld  s w itc h  
to  r e u s a b le  c a p s u lc s .

I f  y o u  l iv e  in  a p r o v in c e  o r 
c o u n t r y  w ith  c a r b o n - i n t c n s i v c  
e l e c t r i c i t y  p r o d u c t i o n ,  r o t  u s ­
in g  th e  c o ffc c  m a k e r 's  hot p la te  
a n d  r i n s in g  th e  c u p  w ith  c o ld  
w a t e r  c a n  h e lp  r e d u c e  c a r b o n  
fo o tp r in t .

T h e  e le c t r ic i ty  u se d  to  w ash  a 
c u p  o f  c o ff c c  in  A lb e r ta ,  a h ig h -  
c a r b o n  e l e c t r i c i t y  p r o d u c t i o n  
p ro v in c e , e m its  m o re  c a rb o n  (2 9  
g ra m s  C 0 2 c )  th a n  p ro d u c in g  a

c o f f e e  c a p s u lc  a n d  s e n d in g  it  
to  la n d f i l l  (2 7  g ra m s  C 0 2 c ) .  In 
Q u e b e c , th a n k s  to  h y d r o e le c t r ic -  
ity . w a sh in g  y o u r  c u p  in  a d i s h ­
w a s h e r  h a s  a n e g l ig ib le  im p a c t 
(0 .7  g ra m s o t 'C 0 2 c  p e r  c u p ).

By th e  w ay . d o n 't  fo rg e t to  f ill 
y o u r  d is h w a s h e r !

S h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
L im itin g  y o u r  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  

c l im a te  c h a n g e  r e q u ire s  an a d a p t­
e d  d ie t ,  a n d  c o ff e e  is  n o  e x c e p ­
tio n . C h o o s in g  a m o d e  o f  c o ffc c  
p re p a ra t io n  th a t e m its  le s s  G lIG s  
a n d  m o d e ra tin g  y o u r  c o n su m p tio n  
a re  p a r t  o f  th e  so lu t io n .

H o w ever, m ore  than  h a l f  o f  the 
c a rb o n  f o o tp r in t o f  c o ff c c  c o m es  
f ro m  th e  s te p s  ta k e n  b y  c o f f e e  
p r o d u c e r s  a n d  s u p p l i e r s .  T h e y  
m u s t ta k e  a c t io n  to  r e d u c e  th e  
e n v iro n m e n ta l a n d  so c ia l im p a c ts  
o f  c o ffc c  p ro d u c tio n .

O u r  re s e a r c h  re v e a ls  th a t a s ­
s e s s m e n ts  b a s e d  on  a lif e  c y c le  
a n a ly s is ,  o r  th e  h o l is t ic  v is io n , o f  
p ro d u c ts  lik e  c o ff c e  m a k e  it  p o s ­
s ib le  to  c h a l le n g e  o u r  in tu i t iv e  
r e a s o n in g ,  w h ic h  is  s o m e tim e s  
m is le a d in g . So  in s te a d  o f  a v o id ­
in g  p r o d u c ts  b a s e d  o n  s p e c u la ­
t io n , w c n e ed  to  ta k e  a h o lis tic  
lo o k  a t o u r  o w n  c o n s u m p t io n  
h a b its .  C h a n g e  b e g in s  a t  h om e . 
( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘S tar - G azing ’
By Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, JANUARY 8, 2023

‘Birthday F orecast’

get removed You wi f;ce the chaflonges cwrogc Your time wil be spent I 
fabutousiy Eflortsard wd work wl 9ive you tawable results Youwvil make 1 
impossbie work possfeie through you- creatrre talent You win getgood jobbusi• 
ness offers You wl gan in money matters. You wl also do business and wcrk I 
with s<ncenty and senojsness tout power arvj status m society wi increase. 1 
ResjlienceandiondnesiinbusjflesswHbebenefiaaltoyou.Finanaalsejations 
wil be tarrorabie. Yo</ marriage could get fnaized Auspictous functions wd | 
keep taking pla» You wd plan to go out of satien with you family, I

•T his w e e k  fo r you ’ .
A rie s  : (M arch 21 - A pril 20) You wi earn well Your efforts wit pay * 

off in #ns direction. You wll witness yo^h m your business. 
Youwlaisoenjoystabitynyourjob YbuwJiboabiotofrish I

C wxk in time This wi grre you tot of respect and tome. ' 
wl also have Oxparrson flars in your business and you 

wfl wcrt in partnerehp.Tme isiH be favcrabiefcr you. There I 
V b k  wd be sweetness in mantai relations. You wi be very busy I 

f  \  w#i yaur heme affairs too. Don't tel your business secrets 
to any person. Studerts wli perform mS You win also get i 
adms&on in hstiwes of your wm choice Husband and w*e I 
wit share wonderf J  bonding Marriage of a famiy member wd 
get fntd ail o<a sudden 

T au ru s  : (April 21 - May 21) You wi have money gains You wf 
aiso 60 kept busy in you work and i! wi be a bit <HfcuK for 
you tcgive time to you farnly. But sal you wil try to take out 
&me hr yourself and be with you famiy. 'His will boost your 
self confidence and abo make you very happy. You wil be 
able to co rpse  your work ad will been targe: Your bosses I 
wd prwo you to the sky Some persons mar/ be jealous of 
youaia resut Concentrate vstcnyour goals You wi reach 
yoir <&**»&s«v You wil h»v* onMonc® in yotx o-*n I 
abSties that you wll Irish your work much ahead of others. 1 
You vmI have ro shortage of money, and wll buy expensive 
items far you famly.

G em in i: (M ay 22 - J u n e  21) You wU complete yourworiiwthsinoerc,- 
Youwialsoachevekxoftameandhavedirectccrwersatcn , 
wih tie pectfe You wil have lot of aJJxinty than befcre. You |

-  ,  wd hjve an at favorable tin* Financial you wd be much 
Strong You wd get wealth, shares, property, money and Other . 

^ 1 ) # .  asso» You wd also plan to spare tmewith you ps-ens.tamiy | 
V \H J|rV  members. Your rcble feed may fetch an award crgft lor yox 

Your ospute with brothers wi get resoVed. Your terms with . 
the spouse'relatves win remain ccrdiai You may also plan to | 
start i  partnership business to enhance your business fieto 
which shat prove guile fruitful in every way 

C a n c e r  : ( Ju n e  22 - Ju ly  22) The week wd begin cn a good rote. I 
You wi plan to visit a hotel, restaurant or some retreat wih

C femly Your smew l be normal. The worries thatyou were t 
ig in your minds wd come to an errf.Re&ftcns with tho I 

spousa wll remain cordal You wll also take rterest m home 
aftars You wl get support o< your bosses. You wd also gel \ 
the d«sred advancement and success in business and job. I 
You wii be dong very wed. There wd be a sense o< servoe 
and wperaSon towards 0?»r people ar>J you win be wtSng i 
to heb and serve others Sudenis wil get success n exams' I 
Kijerview Vbuwaalso meet irftjeotialpersonsandwd be able 
to get your wcrk done i

Loo : (Ju ly  23 • A ugust 23) : wilsjrnouttobeawonderWweek 
S&rieits wll Time is favorable. You wd be making a! round 
progress in you job. You shal work well m you |Cb to rtro- I 
Oace te w ethes and work culture. You wil aiso do each task 1 
promply The planetary condiscns are favoring you You wil 
also pH success in whatever you do You wd enjjy wonderful I 
.‘ondugw*i your Ite partner lovebirds wd haw yeattinv 1 

J  - V  Thoy Vl! urrfcrstanj the feedng of each othor You wil have 
b t i  ii god. Through prayers and medascn you wll fnd lot I 
of mental peace Vcuvnl also <to your work with dedtcacor 1 
Your ef orts wa not be in vain. Vtou wd enjoy a good sme w*h 
^ f j r ^ y  Yo^hcnor and pressgetoowil grew You will be |

V irg o : (A ugust 24 • S o p tem b o r  22) life wl appear more mean- 
IngWoyou Nowfcjm*ylfowl!bov«yimf<<rt3r<!fc'>-e«j Yc>j |
wfl hare peace and joy n your reiaftomhp with tamly Positve 
thougKswilametoyourmnj You wit be embarked on your 
work wtti fut enthusiasm You w* receive double profc in you r

double prof* in your businoss. You will erjoy the pleasant 
weathor and also complete your work on time. You vua have 
no shortage of tjnds. You wil do deooraftcn and renovation 
in home. c/?ce shop etc. You wil establish rfcmnance over 
your rivals m business. You wl do each work prcrrpfly. The 
property related disputes wl get resolved. Yau wd be socially 
active. You wit prepare for examslest in advance 

Libra : (Septem ber 23 - O ctober 23) : .«l be a very peaceU 
week. You wi earn lot of money and wit work hard. You wd 
also reap benefits of irwessments made in he past. You wi 
also plan to move lo a new pig® that you want to. it wil make 
you more relaxed ar«j happy. You can also get some monetary 
benefes mdredy You could also be promoted in your job. 
Work cn land and property will begin. The behavior wll be 
pleasant in the neighborhood. ‘n the house, the plans for the 
auspcous program wd be made You wil bel MssW in the 
company of your tamity members You wn te happy and you 
wi« give lot of importance to your famiy. Yoc wd also prepare 
for competftve «aams.Vi)erview You wl cor0««e your daily 
worksmooWy

S corpio  : (O ctobcr 2 4  - Novombor 22) Youwll beasondflg

y a business meetngs'oonfereoce. You wil also make ycur 
presence felt You wd also try to he)p peo^e who ccme to 
you seetong help You wil also work to ma<e ycur business 
run wet You wia try to explore the meaning aoj signiScanco 
of Me, You wl have victory in oflioal ma&rs. You wl also 
compete your work wtfi compleie <Sijef>;c You wil also 
expand your social circle You wil also spend tot of a me with 
friends. Perscnalyyou wllfeel M dzeatousand enthusiast c. 
You wil make important changes in your hoise. Tme is good 
for you. You wil g« tavoraWe results in exams Some guess 
may arrive at your homo.

S a g itta r iu s: (Novem ber 23  - D ecem ber 21) These are best 
Q*fs tor ptoperry re&ied ms iocs You** rw«« gams in saw 
fwchase The partnerships you wil be invoked n wd btoom. 
in the case of toveand rfect cn you wil be on lop You wil kx* 
after your family wee You wi I take care of yxr famiy cWcrs 
You wl share ‘wonderful bendng w<h your Me partner. Ycur 
sblngs wit give lot ct respect You wi do your job wel. You 
wil siart a new pb. It you are working in the pubic reiatens. 
itwiltumupfaster. Urmarriedboys'grtsca»bemamed The 
new copies wi make use of the* time oonpietety You wi 
thnk about yourself and compete your wore Your economte 
side will be strong. Ytou wil sofce many vexed issues. 

C apncorn : (Docom bor 22 - January 20) Your w>rk will get 
comfietedsmoothly. Asa result.your namejndfamewiii rise 
The scope d  fnends and fans will also increase. You can get 
asracted to something all of a sulden You is* locus cn ycur 
jotvbusmess. New reouxisand partnershpj wd be important 
to you You wll do some bargain in ycur business ftu w« 
also earn a lot of money. You wil also be idaxed with your 
go* and very ctose to achieving success You wii have ful 
errhusiasm Ycur hcnor wil also increase. Yxj will meat good 
people and they wd hep you in ccmpletoi of seme works. 
The loved ones and lamly members wi ccme ctose to you. 
You wi also took after your health 

A qu ariu s: (January 21 - February 18) It I tea perfect neefe 
for you. tirer/.hing wli fal in peace qu«cW» and hght)y. You 

i  wil complete a work that has been struck fcr a tong time. You 
w l also make changes m your officetoorre You wfl make 

J C ,  new contacts in your business and wdpreoded on the right 
' ' path. You wilcwe to keep up wJi pec l̂e vou wil take care 

of your elders. Take you mednmes on oms. You wd create 
a good image ar«j guite ycu friends and halves You wil 
provetobeaber-eradviscrthanalhend. Yotwihaveafuge 
p«r$poctr<« YouwlbeseifsuScientandafcotakofuicareof 
yourchidren. You wil be successful in your««0rtS 

P is c e s : (February 19 - March 20) Your work *4 be appreciated 
Youre>pectaftcr»and hopes wd getfjfiied You wilortrcome 
your d lemma and restlessness You wd Ind yoursel in the 
ixnk of your healh. You will ftj: of energy, zest and zeal. It wJ 

'  be your benefca' time. You wd have the po*er to make even 
3 diffoJt task possible ar>j locfc sim^e You a> I tesuccessM 
in the end. You relations with you bosses and colleagues w i 
Imoond Ytvu w il riwrain dnvntM) toyniir [>ar«isand lookaA*r
them wel There wil be svveetness in your marital ret)sons 
You wi be ctosdy related to your tove refeisxts ibu wil also 
take important pcsficn nyourjob'crganzakxi

5 OTT platforms to binge 
watch regional content

I t 's  f in e  to  h a v e  N c t f li . \  a n d  c h i l l  p la n s  fo r  th e  
w e e k e n d , b u t h a v e  y o u  tr ie d  b in g e -w a tc h in g  
a lo c a l  s c r i e s  on  an  O T T  p la tf o rm ?  A llh o u g h  

w c  a rc  f a r  f ro m  o u r  h o m e to w n s  a n d  l iv e  in  busy , 
f a s t - p a c c d  m e t r o p o l i s e s ,  th e  m e m o r ie s  o f  q u ie t  
e v e n in g s , e a r ly - m o rn in g  s h ik a ra  r id e s ,  a n d  th e  u p ­
l i f t i n g  so u n d s  o f  o u r  h o m e to w n  fo lk lo re  in s p i re  a 
s in c e re  d e s ir e  to  re c o n n e c t w ith  o u r  ro o ts . B c ca u sc  
o f  th is ,  so m e o n e  r e a l ly  d id  s a y : "W h e re  I w a s  b o rn  
an d  r a is e d  is  w h e re  I k e ep  a l l  m y y e s te r d a y s .”

T h e  c u r r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  I n d ia n  m i l lc n n ia l s  
lik e  to  c o n su m e  c o n te n t  in  th e i r  o w n  to n g u e  a n d  
h a s  p ro g re s s e d  p a s t  N e t f lix ,  A m a zo n  P r im e  V id e o s, 
D isn e y  + . a n d  l lo i s i a r  lo  d is c o v e r  n e w  re g io n a l  
c o n te n t  c a te g o r ie s .

R e g io n a l c o n te n t c lim b e d  fro m  27 p e r  c c n t o f  th e  
t i t l e s  g e n e r a te d  to  4 6  p e r  c c n t  in  2 0 2 1 , a c c o rd in g  
lo  a r e c e n t F1C C I HY a n a ly s is .

R e g io n a l la n g u a g e  u sa g e  in  O T T  v id e o  c o m e n i 
is  a n t ic ip a te d  to  in c re a s e  fro m  27 p e r  c e n t  in  2 0 2 0  
lo  54 p e r  c c n t in  2 0 2 4 . It is  c le a r  
f ro m  A llu  A rju n ’s m a g n e tic  a t t r a c ­
tio n  in  th e  m o v ie  P u s h p a , w h ic h  
c a p tiv a te d  a u d ie n c e s  e v e ry w h e re  
a n d  w a s  s e e n  b y  in d iv id u a ls  r e ­
g a rd le s s  o f  la n g u a g e  p ro fic ie n c y .
T h e  d y n a m ic s  o f  c o n te n t d e v e lo p ­
m e n t a rc  s h if t in g  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
th e  c re a t io n  o f  r e g io n a l c o n ie n i  
lo  c o n n e c t w ith  c u l tu re .

O T T  p l a t f o r m s  lo  b in g e  a n d  
w a tc h  so m e  r e a l  r e g io n a l  c o n ­
te n t:

l l o i c h o i :  T h e  H o ic h o i  i s  an  
In d ia n  s u b s c r ip t io n  v id e o  o n -d c -  
m a n d  a n d  s tr e a m in g  s e rv i c e  ih a t 
h a s  e x c lu s iv e  B e n g a l i la n g u a g e  
c o n te n t.  I t has  a  fe a tu re  o f  a ro u n d  
5 0 0  f i lm  t i t l e s  a n d  a ro u n d  1000  B e n g a l i  a u d io  
so n g s  fo r g lo b a l  s tr e a m in g . T h e  H o ic h i p la tfo rm  
w a s  la u n c h e d  o n  S e p te m b e r  2 0 , 2 0 1 7  a n d  is  o w n e d  
a n d  m a in ta in e d  by  S V F  E n te r ta in m e n t  P v t L td  w ith  
its  h e a d q u a r te r s  in  K o lk a ta ,  In d ia . It is a v a i la b le  
on  A n d ro id . IO S . A p p le  TV . A m a z o n  F ire  T V  & 
A n d ro id  TV. B e n g a li c in e m a  is  e n t ic in g ,  h ig h  on  
c u l tu r a l  in d e x  a n d  is k n o w n  fo r  e x c e l le n t  s t o r y te l l ­
in g . so  i f  y o u  a re  w il l in g  lo  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  b e s t o f  
B e n g a li c in e m a , H o ic h o i  is  th e  p la tfo rm  fo r you .

A A O N X T : A A O N X T  w h ic h  m e a n s  ’A ll a b o u t 
o r ig in a ls ' is  o n e -o f -a - k in d , in d e p e n d e n t a n d  p r e ­
m iu m  O T T  p la tf o rm  fo r e x c lu s iv e  O d ia  c o n te n t .  
T h e  p la tfo rm  w a s  la u n c h e d  by  M r. K au sh ik  D as  in
2 0 2 0 . a nd  is in s p i re d  by te c h n o lo g y  a n d  h is  p r o ­
fo u n d  lo v e  fo r O d is h a 's  r ic h  c u l tu r a l  h e r i ta g e . T h e  
id e a  w as  to  b r in g  th e  in d ig e n o u s  a n d  h e a r t-w a rm in g  
s to r ie s  o f  O d is h a  liv e  th r o u g h  a n  O T T  p la tfo rm  fo r  
g lo b a l  a u d ie n c e s .

T h e  p la tfo rm  h a s  o r ig in a l  c o n te n t  o f  s h o r t  f ilm .

w e b  s e r ie s ,  fe a tu re  f i lm s  a n d  d o c u m e n ta r ie s  fo r  
v ie w e rs  a nd  is  w in n in g  h e a r ts  w ith  th e  in te r e s t in g  
a n d  in n o v a tiv e  c o n te n t.  A A O N X T  p la n s  to  s c a le  up 
o p e ra t io n s  e v e n tu a l ly  b y  c u ra t in g  a n d  p ro d u c in g  
c o n te n t a lso  fo r  th e  B e n g a li. A ssa m ese  a nd  M a lay a li 
a u d ie n c c s .  T h e  fo c u s  is  o n  c re a t in g  c o n te m p o ra ry  
c o n te n t  w ith  a lo c a l b c a i.

S u n  N X T : S u n  N X T  w a s  la u n c h e d  in  Ju n e , 2017  
b y  S u n  T V  N e tw o rk  to  d e l iv e r  S o u th  In d ia n  C o n ­
te n t .  It tu n s  c o n te n t  in  T am il. T c lu g u . M a la y a la m . 
K a n n a d t ,  B e n g a li a n d  M a ra th i.  T h e  S u n  N X T  p la t ­
fo rm  is a v a ila b le  fo r  A n d ro id , IO S  a n d  S m a rt T V S . 
I t is  p o p u la r  fo r  i t s  in te l l i g e n t  s e a rc h  f e a tu re  a n d  
no n -co m p lcx  c o n te n t s e a rc h . T h e  Sun  N X T  p la tfo rm  
is  u s e r - f r ie n d ly  a n d  d o e s n 't  c o m p ro m is e  o n  u se r  
e x p e r ie n c e  ev en  on  a  lo w  b a n d w id th . I t a s s u re s  th a t 
s u b s c r ib e r s  g e t e x c e l le n t  a u d io /v id e o  q u a lity .

K o o d e : K o o d c  m e a n s  ’w ith  y o u ' is  an  in d e p e n ­

d e n t  O T T  p la t f o r m  e x c lu s i v e ly  f o r  M a la y a la m  
c o n tc n t  f ro m  th e  h o u se  o f  S tu d io  M o jo . K o o d c  
w a s  e s ta b l is h e d  to  b r in g  a t t r a c t iv e  c o n te n t  to  a 
p la tf o r ir  b y  b u ild in g  a  n e tw o rk  o f  le a d in g  c o n tc n t  
c re a to r s  a n d  in f lu e n c c rs  in  M a la y a la m . T h e  te a m  
c re a te s  o r ig in a l c o n te n t  fo r th e  p la tfo rm  a nd  a lso  
c u ra te s  lo p -n o tc h  c o n te n t  fro m  o th e r  so c ia l  m e d ia  
p la t f o r i r s  lik e  Y ouT ube.

P la n e t  M a r a t h i :  P la n e t  M a ra th i is  w o r ld 's  f i r s t  
O T T  p la tfo rm  fo r  M a ra th i c o n te n t  a n d  w as  e s ta b ­
lis h e d  h  2 0 1 7 . w ith  a p u rp o s e  o f  b r in g in g  r ic h  
c u l tu r a l  in fu se d  M a ra th i c in e m a  a c r o s s  the  w o rld  
m ap . P lan e t M a ra th i has  c re a te d  a n ic h c  fo r  i t s e l f  in 
M a ra th i f ilm s . A rts  a n d  C u l tu re  w ith  i t s  e x c lu s iv e  
a n d  a e s th e t ic  c o n te n t .

T h e  O T T  p la tfo rm  is  b r e a k in g  s te r e o ty p e s  th a t 
s u r ro u n d  th e  M a ra th i c in e m a  w ith  th e i r  f re s h  a n d  
re a l c o n te n t,  w h ic h  is  h e lp in g  lo  c h a n g e  p e r s p e c ­
tiv e s  p e op le  m ig h t h av e  w ith  r e g a rd in g  ihe  s ta le  o r 
e n te r ta in m e n t  in d u s t ry .  (lA N S I i fe )
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“It is health that is real wealth and 
not pieces o f  gold and silver. ” 

— M a h a tm a  G a n d h i
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Hello Oxford, w elcom e Harvard
THE ball is finally set rolling. World-renowned 
universities are being invited to come and set up 
their campuses in India. The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) says it is taking baby-steps 
in this direction and has released a draft legisla­
tion for public feedback and fine-tuning o f  the 
concept. If  all goes well, such campuses would 
materialize in about two years* time -- in line 
with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
released by the Modi government. Universities 
like Yale, Oxford and Stanford might step in on a 
promise that they will have autonomy -  mean­
ing, they can decide on fee structure, recruitment 
o f  students and faculty. Students from within, 
aspiring for education on such campuscs. would 
themselves be many and this strength could be 
complemented by arrivals from other countries 
like Nepal or Bangladesh.

Notably, a  sizable segment o f  Indian students 
who go to foreign universities- mainly from rich 
families as also those with educational loans or 
scholarships -  might continue to prefer a study 
abroad. Fact is. many o f them mean m ore than 
a study and go mostly to less-reputed universi­
ties in the developed world. Nearly seven lakh 
Indian students went abroad for higher education 
in 2022. mainly to the US, Canada. UK and other 
European nations. Clearly, their principal aims 
are the ample after-study job  opportunities and 
chances for a permanent living there. The edu­
cated youth, especially the well-endowed ones, 
are not comfortable with life here for obvious 
reasons. They seek an escape from boredom as 
also better working and living conditions.

The present dec ision  is  a lso  seen in the 
context o f  the poor performance o f  Indian uni­
versities in global rankings, year after year -  a 
p ro g re ss iv e  foil in es teem  to lu d ic ro u s levels. A 

couple o f  Indian universities /  institutes figure 
in the first 200 am ong a ranking o f  over 1,500 
entities worldwide. This, in a land known in 
ancient times as the world's centre o f  learning 
and scholastic pursuits -  as exemplified in the 
Nalanda and Takshashila (now in Pakistan). 
India ranks 101 among 133 nations as per the 
Global Talent Competitiveness Index-2022 -  
another steacy fall. All these must be seen in the 
w ider context o f  the gradual erosion o f  strengths 
o f  every sysicm after a hcad-start in the plan­
ning fora modem India under a visionary leader 
like Jawaharlal Nehru. Politics at the center o f  
the growth process is itself vitiated by multiple 
factors, which amply gels reflected in the poor 
quality o f  the nation 's governance. Bringing 
foreign universities here -  rather than the other 
way round, ideally -  is by itself a small step in 
the overall cause o f  em powering/revitalizing 
the nation.

s

Moolamylliang: An Oasis 
in the coal mining desert

M oolam ylliang is a vil­
lage loeated about 100 ki­
lometers from Shillong the 
capital o f  Meghalaya. It is 
located near Sutnga and is 
perhaps, one o f  the oldest 
villages in the region. It is 
very c lose  to  L atyrkc the 
tem porary  h eadquarte r  o f  
Saipung block and about 20 
kilometers from Khlichriat. 
the District headquarters o f  
the East Jafttia hills district. 
I w as a lso  lucky  to  have 
the confidence o f  the lead­
ers o f  the church to edit the 
history o f  the Presbyterian 
Church from which I learned 
about hum an-tiger conflict 
in the area. I'hc incidents o f  
tigers attack were because 
the village is no t far from 
the Saipung Reserve Forest 
and royal Bengal tigers were 
roaming free in the region in 
the past.

M oo lam y lliang  is now 
fam ous for the C hristm as 
decoration that the village 
installed during the season 
from before Christmas till the 
beginning o f  the New Year. 
Recently, the village under 
the leadership o f  the Wahch 
Chnong Apmon Pachiang has 
been in the news for die many 
bold innovative ideas that 
the village has undertaken. 
I'hc village with about 170 
households was part o f  the 
Saipung block in the East Ja- 
rttia hills district. But what is 
not known about this village 
is the u-turn that the com ­
munity has taken concerning 
coal mining.

T he u-tu rn
Not surprisingly like any 

village in the area, the resi­
dents o f  the village w ere and 
some stillarc engaged in the 
coal mining business. In the 
past coal mining is being op­
erated even in the village, but 
things took a change for the 
better when the community 
dccidcd to discourage coal 
m ining in the village. This 
change  o f  heart am ongst 
the villagers happened even 
before the N'GT banned coal 
mining in the state. Since the 
beginning o f  the year 2000 
Moolamylliang had gradually 
done away with coal mining. 
The village has taken the bold 
decision  even though it is 
located right in the heart o f  
East Jarttia hills which is the 
major coal mining area in the 
state o f  Meghalaya.

T he leaders o f  the com ­
munity along with the villag­
ers have been able to protecl 
their v illage from the drastic 
effects o f  coal mining by do­
ing three things. The village 
d id  not allow  coal mining 
within the boundaries o f  the 
village and  a lso  prohibited 
dum ping o r stockpiling o f  
coal in the vicin ity  o f  the 
village. The leaders o f  the 
community also cncouraged 
tree plantation in the village 
and its vicinity by collaborat­
ing with the District Forest 
O fficer, W est Jartlia  h ills 
district. It was in one o f  the 
three plantations programs 
that were organized by the 
village in collaboration with 
the Forest Department in the 
early part o f  2000 that I first 
came into contact with lead-

By H.Il.Mohrmen
e rs  o f  the com m unity that 
included Ma Dame Rvmbai 
and others.

By doing to. the village 
was able to keep its surround­
ings free o f  pollution and 
more importaitly, the water 
around the village remains 
c lean and fit for human use. 
T h e  tree s  people p la n ted  
makes the village look green 
and the ability o f  the com ­
m unity to kc ;p  the village

a lso  d isa llow ed  dum ping  
and stockpiling o f  coal in 
the village, but they went a 
s tep  ahead and  looked for 
ways to  close the exhausted 
mines. Dame Rymbai one o f  
the leaders o f  the village last 
year during the Jovvai town 
waste imbroglio had offered 
to  the government to dump 
the waste in his abandoned 
mine. W hen even the govern­
ment has not contemplated

Moolamylliang is now  famous fo r the  
Christmas decoration tha t the village  

insta lled during the season from  
before Christmas till the beginning o f 

the New Year. Recently, the village  
under the leadership o f the Waheh 

Chnong Apmon Pachiang has been in 
the news fo r the many bold innovative  
ideas that the village has undertaken. 
The village w ith  about 170 households  
was part o f  the Saipung block in  the 
East Jahtia h ills  d is tr ic t B u t what is  
no t known about th is village is the  

u-turn that the com m unity has taken 
concerning coal mining.

clean makes it unique in its 
way. T he villagers arc also 
trying to rcclam  Wah Kvvai 
which was once polluted by 
coal mining activities.

C lean and G reen 
This makcsMoolamyliang 

like an oasis in the middle o f  
the coal minirg desert in the 
East Jarttia hills district. Now 
i f  one visits tltc village one 
would not only sec how clean 
the village is t>ul the village 
is also made beautiful by the

c lo sing  a ll exhausted coal 
m ines in the state, leaders 
o f  the village arc forward- 
looking and planned to close 
the abandoned mines in the 
village. This is progressive 
thinking and forward-looking 
altitude by the leader o f  the 
village because not even the 
g overnm en t has com e  up 
with a policy to  elose the ex­
hausted coal mine in the coal 
m ining arcas in the state.
The C hris tm as decoration

Molamylliang is a classic case o f 
community-led environment conservation 
at i t  is  best, which is also the reason why 

the conservation effort is successful. 
Moolamylliang conservation could also 

be a model fo r the other m ining villages in 
the state. Next time when we visit 

Moolamylliang to witness the Christmas 
decorations please also remember the 
conservation sto ry in  the village which 

was the starting po int o f the change that 
is happening in the village. I t is  the story 
that proves that Molamylliang has indeed 

become an oasis in the middle o f the 
mining desert o f the region.

trees that have been planted 
a ll a round the village. The 
v illage with w ell-trim m ed 
trees is a feast for the eyes. 
The village is kept clcan all 
year round are! the magnifi­
cent church in the middle o f  
the village also adds to the 
beauty o f  the village. It is 
perhaps the cleanest village 
in (Ik  East JaiVia hills district. 
C. Syiti also sad  that to make 
the village beautiful, the trees 
w ere trimmed by the com ­
m unity twice a year.

Closing the mines 
The people in the village 

not only stopped m ining and

T he un iqueness  o f  this 
village is also because once a 
year on the arrival o f  Christ­
mas, the village is decorated 
w ith colorfu l lights which 
attract visitors from far and 
w ide. The light decoration 
is kept till the beginning o f 
the New Year for people to 
com c and enjoy the sight. C. 
SyTti one o f  the leaders o f  the 
village said that it was not in 
their mind to attract people to 
the village when they started 
the C hristm as decoration. 
Sincc they started installing 
the decoration in 2019, the 
community and particularly

the leaders o f  the village spent 
lakhs o f  rupees every year to 
beautify the v illage during 
the festive season. This year 
they spent not less than fifteen 
lakhs rupees on dccoration.

To m ake the celebration 
more attractive the organiz­
ing  com m ittee  o f  the dor- 
bar chnong also organized a 
Christmas concert on Christ­
m as e ve  an d  a N ew  Year 
concert on New Year's eve. 
This year on average about 
2000 visitors visited the vil­
lage daily to sec and enjoy the 
striking Christmas dccorat ion. 
O n Christmas eve the village 
was packcd with visitors and 
about 5000 tourists visited 
the village.

Plans for the  Future
T h e  v illag e rs  w ere  not 

disheartened by the fact tin t 
till today tlic government has 
not prov ided them with any 
kind o f  support. Despite the 
c h allen ges ne x t y e ar they 
plan to extend the decoration 
m uch  further to  co v er not 
only the facade o f  the village 
but the entire village. This 
also means that the commu­
nity will have to increase its 
budget next year.

The leaders o f  the village 
wish to make their village a 
tourist spot that can attract 
tourists all year round. They 
wish that the village could 
attract tourists to the village 
not only during the Christmas 
and New Year seasons, and 
fo r that they need to  have 
activities that can attract tour­
ists to the village. One o f  the 
potential tourist a ttractions 
in the village that is yet to be 
exploited is the river Kvvai. 
River Kwai which is part o f  
the village can help enhance 
the potential o f  the village to 
attract more tourists, but the 
river has to be reclaimed first. 
Tltc people o f  the village have 
already started the process o f  
reclaim ing the river which 
w as affected by  acid mine 
d ra inage  from  coal m ines 
upstream o f  the river.

The village is also close to 
Nongkhlich which I call the 
cave capital o f  M eghalaya, 
hence it can also be a base 
cam p for people w ho wish 
to undertake cave tourism in 
the region.

The beginning and  the  
basis o f th e  story

The conservation efforts 
in  the village  s ta rted  with 
the com m unity and by the 
com m unity and it w as car­
ried  by the people  o f  the 
village without any external 
support. M olam ylliang is a 
classic case o f  community-led 
environm ent conservation at 
it is best, which is also the 
reason why the conservation 
effort is successful. M oolam­
y lliang  conservation  could 
also be a model for the other 
mining villages in tltc state. 
N ex t tim e w hen w e v is i t  
Moolamylliang to witness the 
Christmas decorations please 
also remember the conserva­
tion story in the village which 
was the starting point o f  the 
change that is happening in 
the village. It is the story that 
proves that Molamylliang has 
indeed become an oasis in the 
middle o f  the mining desert o f  
the region.

Women are 
hum an beings 

too!
ILditor.
We were no! even able 

to come out o f  the traum a 
o f  Aaftab Amin Poonawala 
s tra n g u la tin g  h is liv e - in  
partner Shraddha W alkar 
and chopping her body into 
pieces in May 2022. when 
there is another draconian 
inhuman incident in Delhi 
on New Y ear's eve, where 
a 20-year old woman died 
a pa infu l d e a n  a fte r  her 
scooter was hit by a c ar and 
she was draggeJ under the 
car for tw elve kilom eters. 
H er body w as to rn  apart, 
her skull fractured and brain 
matter missing. Very little 
has changed on the ground 
sincc  (he N irbhaya gang  
rape case that happened on 
December 16. 2012. In fact, 
we can only say that it has 
worsened. I feel emotionally 
and mentally upset by read­
ing such horrendous news, 
knowing this is the story o f 
every  w om an in India ir­
respective o f  religion, age.

and complexion.
A s p e r  the  N a tio n a l 

Crime Records Bureau re­
port. 4.28.278 eases o f  crimc 
against w om en w ere reg ­
istered during 2021. show ­
ing an increase  o f  15.3%  
over 2020 (3.71.503 cases). 
The majority o f  cases under 
the IPC for c rim c against 
women were registered under 
'C ruelty by Husband o r His 
Relatives* (31.8%) followed 
by 'A ssault on Women with 
Intent to Outrage her M od­
esty ' (20.8% ), ‘Kidnapping 
& A bduction  o f  W omen" 
(17.6%) and ’Rape' (7.4%). 
T he crim c  ra te  reg is tered  
per lakh women population 
is 64.5 in 2021 in compari­
son with 56.5 in 2020. The 
question (hat we need to ask 
ou rse lves is: why a rc  the 
women o f  this country not 
safe in their own country?

Since  the A gricu ltu ra l 
Revolution, most human so­
cieties have been patriarchal 
soc ieties tha t va lued  men 
more highly than women. So 
there needs to be a complete 
overhauling o f  the system -  
curing the patriarchal mind­
set by the societies, the state, 
and by the system including

the legal system.
Yours ctc..

Dr. O m atiin Kyndiah.
Via email

Lessons for 
voters: Beware 

of another  
NPP-led G ovt

Editor,
As an observer o f  the state 

o f  affairs in M eghalaya it is 
a disgrace for media manag­
ers o f  the N PP that the C hief 
M inister had to break his si­
lence only after a  lot o f  noise 
and  p ro te s ts  w ere  raised  
against the A ssam  govern­
ment's directive to  conduct 
a survey o f  Christians in that 
state. T he duplicity  o f  the 
NPP leadership has shown 
tha t th e  N PP - le d , M DA 
government has no voice in 
matters related directly with 
its stepmother the BJP, from 
unprovoked killing  o f  v il­
lagers at Mukroh to illegal 
en cro ach m en t by A ssam , 
to scams and scandals. The
du lcsu f five .uid ten tliousaiid
cannot change  a pe rson 's

fortune and perhaps even the 
heavens would find it difficult 
to  table the om issions and 
com m issions o f  the  MDA 
government ltd  by the NPP 
and BJP. Voters should not 
forget lest we become inheri­
tors o f  another scam tainted 
government led by the NPP.

Yours etc..
D:>minic Stadlin 

Wankhar 
Via email

Poll battle 
betw een financial 

might and 
policymakers
iiditor.
Nongkrem Constituency 

is  the sub ject o f  a lo t o f  
d iscussions rg h t now, and 
there are various claim s that 
money has been utilized to  
influence voters in order to 
win the upcoming elections. 
T he e lec tion  cam pa ign  in 
the Nongkrem Constituency 
w ill focus or, tw o themes: 
"the people's free will" and
”iiii|>iu|jci influence fiuui
money."

If a candidate with finan­
cial clout wins the election, 
people from other parts o f  tltc 
state will view the people o f  
N ongkrem  C onstituency as 
morons w ho arc easily de ­
ceived by money. However, 
i f  a candidate with principles 
and with no financial might 
wins the prestigious scat, it 
w ill go dow n in history as 
an e lec tio n  w here  people 
exercised their mandate with 
a free mind and a c lear con­
science. True democracy will 
triumph, and it will serve as 
an example for the state and 
the nation.

W hat docs the Nongkrem 
C onstituency  need? N on­
gkrem  Constituency is the 
gatew ay for other districts 
to enter Shillong. It has the 
potential to  become one o f  
the flourishing constituencies 
in the state, but our leaders 
have failed to realize it. Our 
Constituency needs G overn­
ment Schools. G overnment 
Colleges, land support for the 
farmers, water, ctc. Water is 
one o f  the problem s which 
Laitkor faces, and M ember 
o f  the Legislative Assembly 
(M LA) have come and gone

but none has indeed solved 
the issue. There are numerous 
new  w ater tanks in Laitkor. 
but they arc useless as none 
is functional and lacks the 
pipelines to fill the tanks with 
water.

Candidates are using their 
financial clout to dcccive the 
populace by handing out cash 
and blankets, and by doing so, 
the populace is made to smile 
and forget about the issues 
wc face. People need to think 
strategically and speak up for 
the  constituen cy 's grow th: 
wc shouldn't be content with 
short-term  w ins. T he funds 
that the politicians arc using 
to buy votes could be used 
to  e stab lish  a h igh-quality  
schools that w ould benefit 
the constituents; to buy pipe 
and lay the pipelines for the 
tanks, or both.

Yours etc., 
Kenneth Nongsiej.

Via email
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India’s North East gets big infra push 
with 57 km railway line to Bhutan

Border transport 
needs a boost to meet 

Chinese challenge
By Aran Kantar Shrivastav

In d ia 's  N orth-E ast has 
seen several major infrastruc­
ture projects in the past few 
years. The latest is a 57 km 
broad gaujic railway line be­
tween India's Kokrajhar and 
Bhutan 's Oclcphu, for which 
the work is going to  start this 
year. This would be Bhutan's 
first railway project and one 
o f  the five railway projects 
for which India and Bhutan 
had signed an MolJ in 2005. 
The Kokrajhar-Gclcphu rail­
way line project's estimated 
co st is $130 m illio n  and 
the prelim  nary engineering 
work is about to  complete. 
In th is context, a m eeting 
between Bhutan and Indian 
Railw ay officials w as held 
lost month in G uw ahati to 
expedite tic  construction o f 
the five rail lines listed in the 
2005 MoU.

India's push to extend its 
rail links o  Bhutan follows 
enhanced rail connectivity  
with Bangladesh and Nepal. 
Three weekly trains are run­
ning from Kolkata and New 
Jalpaiguri lo Dhaka.

H ow ever. Ind ia ’s push 
for connectivity in the land­
locked andmajorly neglected 
Northeast seems to be spurred 
by  sim ila r dev elo p m e n ts  
in  C h in a , w hose  435-km  
electrified rail link between 
Lhasa and Nyongchi. which

Besides cross-border rail 
connectivity, North-Eastern 
states arc also slated to get 
dircct international a ir con­
nectivity  from  a irports in 
Manipur. Tripura, and  A s­
sam. Under the Ministry o f  
Civil Aviation's Internation­
al Air Connectivity Scheme 
(IACS). these airports would 
handle direct flights to and 
from Bangkok. Kathmandu. 
D haka. M andalay. H anoi, 
Kunming, and Chittagong. 
T he a irpo rts  in the  three 
N orth -E aste rn  s ta te s  a rc  
currently being upgraded for 
this purpose.

So, the news is India's 
N o rth -E a s t is g rad u a lly  
moving from obscurity and 
n cg lcc t to  sp o tl ig h t and
prominence, i f  wc consid­
e r the infrastructure being 
built across the border in 
China, and the multi-modal 
transit hub involving India. 
Bangladesh, and Myanmar, 
there is a significant uptick 
in how that entire region is 
being enabled to  harness its 
potential.

W hile China’s  road and 
rail infrastructure close to 
India's borders is a serious 
challenge for Indian secu­
r ity  e s tab lish m e n ts , in a
peacetime environment, they 
can significantly  im prove 
the mobility o f  people and

was opened in 2021. passes a 
short distance from Arunach- 
al Pradesh. Another Chinese 
pro jec t in that region, the 
250-km Lhasa-Xigazc rail­
way line, «vill cross a close 
distance fram Sikkim. As if  
these were not enough for 
India’s discomfort, an 825- 
km rail line connecting Hotan 
in southwestern Xinjiang and 
R uoqiang in sou theas tern  
X injiang will pass close to 
Ladakh.

These n.il lines promise to 
conncct China's remote arcas 
with high-speed electrified 
railways. Hut they also pose 
serious stntcgic challenges 
for India and piovokc global 
sensitivity on Tibet.

Meanwhile, in 2014, Ar- 
unachal Pradesh was brought 
to  the Indian Railway map 
for the first time by linking 
Naharlagun. Now. three new 
rail lines a r; being built in the 
state. These arc the 248-kni 
North Lakhimpur • Silapathar 
line . 378-km  Bhalukpong
- Tawang line, and the 227- 
km  Pasighat - Rupai line. 
Together tlcy  add nearly 800 
km o f  new railway tracks in 
India's remotest outpost.

In April 2021, the 35-km 
Jaynagar-Kurta section o f  the 
68.7-km Jaynagar-Bijalpura- 
B ard ibas rail p ro jec t was 
inaugurate! by Indian Prime 
M inister Narendra Modi and 
N epa lese  P rim e M in ister  
Sher Bahadur Deuba. Other 
cro ss-bo rder rail pro jec ts 
involving India include 15- 
km Agartala-Akhaura (Ban­
g ladesh), w hich is alm ost 
ready. The 18.6-km Jogbani - 
Biratnagar (Nepal) railway 
line has also made signifi­
cant progress with the first 
8-km stretch ready except for 
civil construction work for 
w hirh ront me Is have h«*<»n
awarded.

goods in the region. They 
also conncct a large cross- 
border land mass by road, 
rail, and a ir giving the feel­
ing o f  an Asian Union, along 
the lines o f  the E uropean 
Union, in the works.

F or a  trave lle r, i t 's  an 
cxciting proposition to be 
ab le  to  v isit B hutan  and 
Tibet by train or travel from 
India to  several South-East 
Asian nations by road. Being 
able to  fly from Imphal to 
Bangkok and other destina­
tions by  d ircc t flight can 
be a completely redeeming 
experience  for the N orth­
eastern people.

All these prospects make 
the North-East the new sun­
rise  destina tion . W hether 
it 's  real estate o r tourism, 
India's traditional attractions 
arc bound to  lose some o f  
their charm  as the North- 
East prospers and finds its 
due place in India's growth 
story. Tlic economic succcss 
o f  India in recent years is 
much attributed to its focus 
on increasing connectivity 
within the country by build­
ing roads and new airports. 
These infrastructure facili­
ties provide people access 
to new markets. This is like 
aw akening from  darkness 
to  lig h t, from  d e sp a ir  to 
hope, from helplessness to 
positivity.

The road link betw een 
India and B hutan and  the 
expansion o f  the rail net­
work in Arunachal Pradesh 
arc India's w ay to respond 
to the Chinese initiatives in 
their part o f  the geography. 
But Indian initiativ es exhibit 
the country’s confident steps 
tow ards rc im ag in in g  the 
development and prosperity 
o f  its North-Eastern states. 
(1PA Service)
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Ethical tourism  im perative
THE 34-page draft tourism policy of the Government 
o f Meghalaya released in 2022 comes 11 years after 
the Tourism policy o f 2011. In the intervening period 
so much has changed and so many new destinations 
were discovered and promoted. The Draft Tourism 
Policy is comprehensive and looks after every detail 
involved in promoting sustainable and responsible 
tourism. The Government has sought public respons­
es. especially ftom tour operators and communities 
running tourisminfrastnicture. Undoubtedly, tourism 
in Meghalaya is booming and as o f 2019 there were 
12.7 lakh visitors of whom 25,000 were foreigners. 
In between Covid had dampened the tourism and 
hospitality sector but they have slowly recovered. 
According to government estimates tourism provides 
livelihoods to about 50,000 people.

In 2013 the Meghalaya Rural Tourism Cooperative 
Federation Limited (MRTCFL) was incorporated to 
provide financial support, guidance and technical 
and tourism management skills to primary tourism 
co-operative societies in the tourist destinations. This 
works well because the communities themselves 
bccomc the piimuiy Makchuldcis and llic Tom ism 
Department can work through these societies. The 
MRTCF is a critical institution as destinations in 
rural Meghalaya are much sought after and a vibrant 
community-led tourism model is most viable in the 
circumstances. The Tourism Department has been 
working with Ihese registered societies and sup­
porting the creation o f  accommodation, viewpoints, 
toilet facilities ct al.

Sincc Meghalaya cannot sustain manufacturing 
industries that are highly polluting, tourism is the 
best and most sustainable form o f livelihood pro­
vided the destinations do not exceed their carrying 
capacity and are ultimately abandoned by high end 
tourists. Carrying capacity is therefore an issue that 
the communities need to be aware o f because it is not 
the government’s responsibility to restrict footfalls. 
That is the brie:'of the tourism co-operative societ­
ies. The other point that merits serious discussion 
is the pricing of tourism products. For instance, the 
mesmerising sunrise at Nongjrong which is awe­
inspiring cost a v isitor only Rs 30. This is what turns 
a destination into a mass tourism product. Hence 
training in product pricing is integral. Communities 
should guard against the temptation to increase foot­
falls without being able to provide the tourists their 
'aha' moment cr memorable narratives. The ability 
to create narratives around tourism destinations is 
what is missing in Meghalaya. If there is one issue 
that poses a danger to tourism in Meghalaya it would 
be over-exploitation o f some o f the beaten tracks to 
the point that communities themselves feel a sense 
o f intrusion and no longer welcome the sight o f tour­
ists. This happens especially in small villages when 
people's lives are disrupted by noisy often drunken 
tourists. On Saturday morning the Umiam viewpoint 
was choc-a- bloc with visitorsarriving in buses. The 
tourists stopped at the viewpoint but there was not a 
single tour guide to explain to them the genesis o f  the 
Umiam Lake. The Draft Tourism Policy envisages to 
carry out carrying-capacity studies in eco-scnsitivc 
destinations. This is timely so that mechanisms can 
be developed tc ensure the sustainability o f tourism 
as a livelihood.

Delay in Conducting 
Census & its Consequences
India lias had a  tradition 

o f  c o n d u c tin g  a  na tio n al 
ccnsus, e very  ten years, for 
m ore  than a  cen tury . It is 
one  o f  the few countries in 
the w orld, not ju s t am ong 
develo p in g  ones, to  have 
had  a nd  m a in ta in e d  th is  
hallow ed tradition. T he data 
tha t is  c o llec te d  is fairly  
authentic, and  the exercise 
is d one with a  g reat deal o f  
integrity. R esearch using  
Ind ia 's census da ta  has p ro ­
duced  thousands o f  doctor­
ates. new  insights into h is­
toric policies (both blunders 
and  successes), assisted  in 
v a rio u s  f ie ld s , and  a re as  
besides w h ich  the  ccnsus 
da ta  h a s  a lso  p ro v id ed  a 
reliab le  econom ic  histo ry  
o f  the nation. T he decadal 
c cn su s  not o n ly  c ap tu res  
in c re a s e s  in  p o p u la ­
tion. households, fam ­
ily  units , bu t a lso  g ives 
de tailed  granu la r da ta  
on distribu tion  o i age, 
lite rac y , fe r tili ty  and  
migration.

T he c ensus c an  a lso 
throw  light on econom - . 
ic status indicators such V  
a s  e m p lo y m e n t a n d  
incom e, a lth o u g h  the  •  
latte r is in  th e  dom ain 
o f  the N ational S tatisti­
cal O ffice (N SO ). T he 
conduct o f  the ccnsus 
is under the  R egistrar 
G eneral o f  India, w hich 
is  u n d e r  th e  H o m e  
M inistry , w hereas the 
N S S O  is  u n d e r  th e  
M in istry  o f  S ta tis tic s  
and Program m e Im ple­
m entation (M O SPI).

T he 2021 census o f  
India w as to  be  carried 
ou t in tw o phases, the 
first is  coun ting  o f  d w ell­
ings and  h o uses, a nd  the 
second  is e n um eration  o f  
the population. T he govern­
m ent notified its intent via 
a  gazette in M arch 2019 o f  
conducting  the  oncc-in -a- 
d e ca d e  c e n su s . B e fo re  a 
ccnsus e xercise  com m enc­
es. it is  im portant to  freeze 
the jurisdictional lim its such 
as tow ns, v illages, districts 
and  c cnsus tow ns. T he first 
phase w as to be  conducted 
from  A pril to  S ep tem b er 
2020. and  the second phase 
thereafter, so  tha t by  mid 
2021 the p relim inary n um ­
b e rs  w o u ld  b e  rea d y  for 
release. T he pandem ic up ­
set this tim etable. Initially 
the freezing o f  boundaries 
w as postponed  till the end 
o f  2020. and  then again  till 
the end o f 2021. T herc have 
been th ree  postponem ents 
since  then , a nd  the  la test 
no tice  from  the R eg istra r  
G enera l o f  India (w hich  is 
under the H om e M inistry) 
says tha t the dead line  for 
freez ing  o f  bou n d a rie s  is 
ex tended to the end  o f  June

By Ajit Rututde
2023. G ive r that it takes 
about ten o r  eleven m onths 
for the  c c n s is  exercise  to  
b e  properly  conducted , it 
c o u ld  in te r fe re  w ith  the  
n a tio n al e lec tions d u e  to 
be  he ld  in  A pril o r  M ay
2024. Effectively it thus a p ­
p ears that the 2 0 2 1 census 
has been  pu. o f f  by  four 
years, using the pandem ic 
a nd  vacc in atio n  d r iv e  a s  
an alibi. It will be difficult 
to conduct the census un ­
less a  m uch shortened and 
hence an im perfect m ethod 
is used betw een Ju ly  2023 
and  M arch 2024. B ut that 
is unlikely.

T h is  h a s  h u g e  c o n s e ­
q u e n ce s. F irstly , the  N a-

Program ) could  m iss their 
ta rg e t by  a  huge  m arg in  
since  a ccu ra te  c cn su s e s ­
tim ates  a rc  no t availab le . 
T h e  b u d g e tin g  for these  
program s needs to have an 
accurate estim ate o f  the size 
o f  the  beneficiaries.

T h ir d ly .  In d ia  b a d ly  
needs accura te  inform ation 
about m igrants. A m igrant 
is defined in th e  ccnsus a s 
oik* w ho w orks in  a  place 
different from the  p lace  o f  
birth. H ow  m any m igrants 
arc therc?  H ow  m any se a ­
sonal and  how  m any long 
term ? T he covid  lockdow n 
revealed  lakhs (o r  m aybe 
c rores) o f  people w ho w ere 
m igran t c ity  w orke rs  had

tiona l Food  S ecu rity  A ct 
m andates that 75 percent o f  
rural, a nd  50 percent o f  ur­
ban householJs be  covered 
by the A ct. The government 
r ecen tly  m ade N FSA  e n ­
titlem ent fret for 81 crorc 
p e o p le . But th is  n u m b e r

to m ake a  long trek back  to 
th e ir  v illages on  foot. O nly 
a  proper and  updated ccnsus 
can  throw  light on the  true 
m ig ra n t p ic tu re . F o u r th , 
is  the assessm en t o f  va ri­
ous schem es and  program s 
o f  the  governm en t. W hat

“ Thegovernment recently made 
NFSA entitlement free  fo r  81 crore 

people. But this number is based on 
the 2011 census. Population projections 

till 2022. suggest that the number is short 
by at least 10 cm  tv. ”

is based  on  the 2 0 1 1 c en ­
sus. Population projections 
till 2022 . suggest tha t the 
num bcr is short by a t least 
10 crorc. T lu t has serious 
im p lica tions for the  food 
security  a nd  nu trition  s ta ­
tu s  o f  a  large num ber o f  
households, especially  the 
children. Secondly, various 
o the r governm ent schem es, 
like pensions for the elderly 
(N ational Social A ssistance

is  the  s ta tu s  o f  the  Prim e 
M in ister 's  A w as (housing) 
Yojana? H ow  m any toilets 
built under Sw achh Bharat 
a rc  functioning? W hat is the 
status o f  piped w ater supply 
to households?  T housands 
o f  such  qu e stio n s c an  be 
a n sw e red  w hen  w e  a n a l­
yse granular da ta  from the 
ccnsus. T he census is not a 
substitute fo ra  governm ent 
audit o r  a  social audit. But

since  its  da ta  is au then tic  
and  verifiable, it can  throw 
an  effec tive  spo tligh t and  
serves a s a  tool for ensur­
ing accountab ility  from the 
governm ent.

T h a t is  w hy  the  2001 
rep o r t o f  the  Dr. R anga- 
ra ja n  C o m m issio n  report 
on  an  overhaul o f  Ind ia 's  
S tatistical Sys tem  is very 
im portan t. It has rec o m ­
m ended  the establishm ent 
o f  a  pe rm a n en t c o m m is­
sion  on  Statistics to  serve 
a s  a  n o d a l a n d  e m p o w ­
ere d  body, an sw e rab le  to  
Pa rliam en t a nd  no t to the 
governm ent. T hat is still an 
unfinished business in spirit 
a t le as t . A n  e m p o w ered  
N SC  (N a tiona l S tatistical 
Com m ission) w ould work 
in c o o rd in a tio n  w ith  the  

R egistrar G eneral o f  India 
(R G I) w ho  is  responsible 
for the census and is under 
the  H ome Ministry.

C r e d ib le ,  a u th e n ti c  
da ta  is  like  a  public good. 
H ence  its  co llec tio n  re ­
qu ires a  grea t deal o f  in­
tegrity, and a lso  regularity 
and  predictability. A lot o f  
public  and  p rivate  p lan­
ning as w ell a s econom ic  
activity  depends on  public 
d a ta ,  b e  it o n  p o p u la ­
tion , GDP. consum ption, 
m ovem ent o f  m igrants or 
distribution o f  incom e and 
w ealth . A few years ago. 
the  detailed  survey-based 
da ta  on consum er expen­
d itu re . conducted  under 
the  a uthority  o f  N SC  w as 
suppressed. In protest or 
o th e rw ise , a ll m em bers  
o f  the NSC resigned. Now 
the  N SC  has been recon­
stituted. B ut th is is  reason 

fo r d isquiet. T he basis for 
au then ticity  and reliability  
o f  public  da ta, be it ccnsus 
o r  c c o n o m y  is  th e  tru s t 
peo p le  p lace  in th e  b o d ­
ies entrusted w ith  co llec t­
ing the data. A ny delay  or 
abrupt suppression  is  cause  
for distrust. E ven  i f  there 
arc  im perfections it is best 
to  release  the da ta  for the 
public a t lat’ge. a nd  experts 
to  analye  and d issect it. The 
presen t de lay  in  conduct­
in g  th e  n a tio n a l c c n su s , 
w hen even  ou r South A sian 
ne ighbours have conducted 
the irs, desp ite  covid  d iffi­
culties, is cause  for concern. 
It is  best i f  the  governm ent 
finds a  w ay  o f  shorten ing  
the process, using  m odem  
digital techniques to quickly 
and  in rea l-tim e triangulate 
and  validate  the data, and  
re le a s e  p re lim in a ry  d a ta  
in to  the  public  dom ain  al 
the  earliest.

(Dr. A j i t  R u n a d e  is  a  
n o te d  e co n o m ist)  (S yn d i­
c a te :  The  B ill io n  P ress)  
(e/nail: editor(q> thebillion-  
press.org)

Pujas are not 
for vulgar 

parties
Editor,
First o f  all m> kudos to 

Satit G cwali for aiiaing the 
genuine issue regarding vio­
lation o f  the sanctity o f  puja 
and  sp iritu a l celebra tions 
through h is letter -  "C hrist­
mas not for unholy- parties," 
(ST Dcc 31 .20221.1 find the 
le tter very through-provok­
ing. 1 could not stop m yself 
from writing to your column. 
Fully agreeing with Robert 
Lyngdoh and  Rupcsh Nath 
for their valuable feedback. 
1 a lso w ant to  put across my 
humble opinion. My firm be­
lie f  is that i f  w c do not raise 
our voices the situation will 
go from bad to worse.

Nowhere in any religious 
holy book can one can find 
anything a t all that encour­
ages negative activities in the 
name o f  celebrating a reli­
gious festival. TheBhagavad 
Gita strictly  mentions that 
any type o f  sense gratifica­
tion  a nd  G o d ’s d e v o tio n  
can n o t h a p p en  to g e th e r . 
T hey  a re  com p lete ly  o p ­
posite phenom ena like the 
"devil and G od", o r "night 
and day." Hence ihe Hindu 
scriptures prescribe during 
Durga Puja that a devotee 
sliuu ld  obsc i ve lu iu p lc tv  
fasting without even taking 
solid food, except fruits and 
water. The purpose behind

th is  is  no t to  ove rbu rden  
the biological organs. This 
results in the purification o f  
the mind and heart. M odem 
sciencc also has proved now 
that occasional fasting in ­
creases the human im mune 
system  raising mental calm ­
ness and patience. Devotion 
to  G od’s through a  pure mind 
and  heart fina lly  leads to  
aw akening  ou r conscious­
ness. There is no b igger sin 
than to incorporate vulgar­
ity  and  sense  indulgences 
in any auspicious occasion. 
1 have been observing this 
im m oral developm en t for 
over a decade and it is get­
ting more w orse with each 
year passing. I must confess 
tha t m any o f  m y M uslim  
and  C h ris tian  friends put 
m e in a difficult situation by 
asking questions about why 
during Hindu pujas, Hindus 
e n jo y  B o llyw ood  d a nces 
and hold d rink ing  parties. 
They are right because such 
rowdy panics often end up in 
brawls. Instead o f  peace and 
harm ony, w c  w itness v io­
lence during puja and police 
intervention. Is needed. Is it 
not shameful? All these facts 
have disturbed my m ind for 
many years. I lope  this letter 
with my viewpoints based on 
religious scriptures, will be 
read by our CPC members. 
Being a human being, one 
should be able  to differenti­
ate betw een sin and virtue. 
Puja organizers should not 
encourage any negative ac­
tivities. Better, they do not

organize the puja function if  
the organizers cannot impart 
values to the believers.

H ence my hum ble su b ­
mission to  the  Central Puja 
C o m m itte e  and  re lig io u s  
leaders from other faiths is 
to  com pletely ban immoral 
activities and entertainment 
during puja o r during C hrist­
m as a s requested by a  previ­
ous w riter Rupcsh Nath and 
Robert Lyngdoh.

Yours etc., 
Suraj Biswa.

Shillong

Flights should  
stop serving  

alcohol
Editor,
This has reference to  the 

incident o f  peeing by a pas­
senger on a senior lady co- 
passenger in an A ir India 
flight. It's unfonunatc  that 
everyone is pointing towards 
the actions o r  inactions o f  
the A l p ilot and s ta f f  and 
raising issues o f  regulatory 
fram ew ork for con tro lling  
the  unru ly  behav iou r, but 
no one  is raising questions 
about the  root cause o f  the 
incident - which is a lcohol­
ism. W hy should anyone in 
(lights be allow ed to drink 
alcohol in any class? W hat’s 
su c h  a g re a t ne ed ?  W hy 
can't alcohol lovers restrain 
their urge for a few hours? 
W hy should som eone w ho

doesn't even like the smell 
o f  the alcohol, be m ade to 
suffer it by sitting next to  a 
passenger w lo  has an insa­
tiable appetite for a lcohol? 
L ike sm oking, a tim e  has 
com e when drinking alcohol 
should not be permitted on 
flights. India.being the land 
o f  M ahatm a (iandhi, should 
take  a lead in se tting that 
example.

Yours etc.. 
A noop Kumar Srivastava 

Via cmai

O ld pension  
schem e(O PS) 

vs New pension  
schem e (N PS)

Editor,
Wc may bear recall that 

pension systems had been 
first introduced by our Brit­
ish administrators w ay back 
in 1881 for the societal w el­
fare o f  their employees and 
th e ir  resp e ctiv e  fam ilie s , 
enabling them to live a d ig­
nified life anti thereby avoid 
a hand to  mouth existence 
post retirement and having 
dedicated a creamy pan  o f  
the ir  youthful life  serving 
the government. Evidently, it 
w as after a prolonged gap o f  
123 years that the BJP gov­
ernm ent under AB Vajpayee 
had unreservedly dispensed 
with this serviceable pack­
age hitherto availed by the 
w hite collar personnel! The

Vajpayee governm ent pos­
tulated tha t pension funds 
con tribu ted  to  the m arket 
under NPS would go a long 
way to pay rich d ividends to 
the Government employees 
but such a pipe dream  has 
now no takers among a large 
section o f  the la tte r given 
dial Sensex while upping a 
two- digit fold between 2004 
•2022. the cumulative finan­
cial returns percolating onto 
the em ployees have been far 
from  expectations. T h is  is 
amplified by the glaring fact 
tha t an  em ployee  draw ing 
a basic scale o f  Rs 35.500 
per month under NPS will 
rece ive  a lam entab le  sum 
o f  around Rs 2.400 as pen­
sion! Contrasting this to  his1' 
her counterpart who retires 
under O PS and will cam a 
pension o f  Rs 15,200 per 
month o r thereabouts.

M arkedly, such gargan­
tuan disparity has unleashed 
unprecedented dissa tisfac­
tion in the rank and  file o f  
the prospective employees. 
Incidentally, it a lso  ironi­
cally connotes that a  G rade 
IV staff like sweeper, mali, 
chaw kidaretc. who superan­
nuate in the process o f  OPS 
c an  b e  in  a m uch  h igher 
financial leverage  than an 
officcr retiring on  NPS re­
gime!

In short the N PS zeroes 
in on the fact that when the
government employees retire 
a ll governm ental liabilities 
to w a rd s such  incum bcn ts 
end up lock stock and bar­

rel. It is reported that there 
is  a pan  India  m ovem ent 
am o n g s t the  gove rn m e n t 
em ployees against the NPS. 
Taking the  instance o f  our 
state o f  M eghalaya, in  my 
fo rtu itous correspondence  
with large section o f  employ­
ees. w ho have jo in e d  ser­
vices after 31 M arch,2010, 
have stated tha t the axe o f  
N PS m echanism  w ill fall 
on them by mid 2030s on ­
w ards w hen they shall have 
a tta in ed  superannuation  . 
Titus, ending in a financial 
catastrophe o f  sorts. Virtu­
ally  a ll the non-BJP ruled 
states have reverted to OPS 
like Rajasthan. Chattisgarh. 
Punjab and counting.

A s M eghalaya Assembly 
elections will be  held sooner 
than la ter, som e  politica l 
experts have opined that if  
BJP. N PP and for that matter 
even the prominent regional 
pa rtie s  cap tu re  pow er the 
resto ra tio n  o f  O PS cou ld  
bccom c next to impossible 
as these political players arc 
one  o f  the  com ponents o f  
the N EDA ,overall remotely 
contro lled  by the Safi'ron 
government at the Centre.

Yours etc., 
Jerome K Diengdoh, 

Via email

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
the  vi«wg o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  n o t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

Ral ul Gandhi's BJY contributing 
to Congress revival

Congress may finally 
benefit when dissidents 

reconcile with their leader
By Sttshil Kutty

H a s  R a h u l  G a n ­
d h i 's  ‘Bliarat Jodo  Y atra’ 
ach ie v ed  w h at it s e t ou t 
to? W hat w as it that Rahul 
G andh i w anted to  un ify?  
H is party  w ent to  p icccs 
here, the r: and  everyw here, 
w herever it had lost e lec ­
tions. and in  sta tes w here 
the  C ongress w as  robbed  
o f  its hanl-fought victories 
by Prim e Minister Narcndra 
M odi's central investigative 
agencies'.'T hen, tlicre were 
individual C ongress lead ­
ers. like  J&K heavyw eight 
G hu lam  N abi A zad . w ho 
took o ff  v ith  a  bunch o f  the 
like mindixl. w hich also left 
the grand o ld  party broken 
i f  not dcdm atcd .

N ow . a s  B harat Jo d o  
Yatra closes the gap w ith fi­
nal destination Lal-C how k

hands.
A lso, tha t rebel cabal, 

the  G 23. has d isappeared, 
re m a in in g  o n ly  in tit le . 
N obody ta lks o f  the G 23 
any  longer. I t 's  a s  i f  the 
group  w as never there. In 
fact, m ost o f  the G 23 have 
com e out in praise o f  G an ­
d h i 's  B hara t Jo d o  Y atra. 
Som e, like Shashi Tharoor. 
have actually w alked along­
s id e  R ahu l G an d h i . T he 
fac t is , o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  
N chru-G andhi has a lw ays 
led the  C ong ress  w ithout 
conditions attached. Today. 
Rahul G andhi isgc tting  the 
sam e acccptancc.

Tlte Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
do e sn 't m atter w hose idea 
it w as. has re tu rn e d  the  
C o n g re s s  to  th e  G an d h i 
fam ily. T h is  a fte r  a  sense

in Srinagar w ith every pass­
ing  day o« the road, some o f  
the Congress leaders w ho 
stalked out o f  the party  with 
G hulam  Nabi Azad have re­
turned to ihe C ongress fold, 
proving f ic y 'rc  confirm ed 
turncoats In fact, tlicrc was 
talk o f  A zad h im self se t to 
return.

T h a t d id  no t happen . 
A zad scoichcd the rumours. 
T h e  rea l b rea k through  o f  
BJY is  that m ore and more 
o f  the C ongress rank and 
file arc  im pressed by Rahul 
G andh i's  BJY. and  inclined 
to  jo in  him  o n  th e  road  
to  Congress revival. Tens 
and  thousands o f  them are 
tr a i lin g  he  B h a ra t Jo d o  
Yatra. Congress grassroots 
w ho have been galvanized 
b y  th e  n c w -lo o k  R a h u l 
G andhi with h is  new found 
assert ivcacss.

T he biggest BJY-cffcct 
is in  the fresh percep tion  
that Rahul ( iandhi is not the 
* Pappu ' he w as m ade ou t to  
be. Today, after m ore than 
3000 km on  the m ove, the 
G andhi scion is a  'p e rson  
o f  su b s ta n c e '. som ebody  
w ho knows h is m ind, and 
w ho speaks h is m ind. T he 
‘Pappu imagc’on w hich the 
B JP had invested tim e, en ­
ergy and  rupees on is gone 
w ith the BJY wind.

There arc a lso  the C on­
gress  leaders w ho feci b e ­
trayed by the BJY. A geing 
C ongress'nc tas ' who feared 
the ir  tim e w as up. L ea d ­
e rs  like  A zad a nd  A nand 
Shanna. Kapil Sibal an d ... 
T hose  w l o  w ere qu ite  used 
to  Rahul's ‘Pappu-im age', 
and  had nurtured it in their 
ow n  sm all, lit tle  w ays. I f  
A za d  and  S ib al le ft the  
Congress, it w as because  
they saw  no future in  the 
Congress, and  for the C on­
gress. But. now  a fte r  w hat 
w c sec  o f  Bharat Jodo Ya­
tra. therc m ust have  been 
‘‘retu rn"  signals. H ow ever, 
those signals haven’t been 
reciprocated. O n the c o n ­
trary, Congress leaders like 
K am alnath  have  m ade it 
c le a r  that those  w h o  b e ­
tray e d  the C o n g re ss  and
tlte Gandlti family have no 
place in  the C ongress, even 
if  they  cam e w ith  fo lded

o f  foreboding that the 137- 
ycar-old party w as slipping 
ou t o f  the  N ch ru-G andhi 
f a m i ly 's  g r ip , e sp ec ia l ly  
a fte r  th e  G 2 3  w ro te  the  
obituary o f  the Gandhi fam­
ily 's hold over the Congress 
in a letter to Sonia Gandhi 
leaked to  the Press.

Today, the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra is  m aking people and 
political parties sit up and 
tak e  no tice. At hom e and 
abroad. T here arc  questions 
being  asked. For exam ple, 
w hat i f  th e  B h a ra t Jo d o  
Yatra had  been ‘K ashm ir 
to  K a n y a k u m a ri '?  W hat 
if. instead o f  a straight-line 
path, it had taken a  zigzag  
route covering m ore states, 
and  lasting a  longer length 
o f  tim e?

A nd how  has the Bluirat 
Jo d o  Y atra  a f f e c te d  th e  
Bharatiya Janata Party, and 
the M odi governm ent? The 
Bharatiya Janata  Party has 
continuously acted as i f  the 
BJY w a s o f  no account. But 
th e  m anner in w h ich  the 
Narcndra M odi government 
has behaved gives clues that 
the BJY  has d isturbed the 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

W ith Rahul G andhi on 
th e  road  for o v e r  a  100- 
plus days, and  the optics it 
has given to the country at 
large, the  B JP is  nervous, 
and  confused. The nervous­
ness is show ing in the BJP 
spokesperson-speak. They 
cannot ge t their m inds oft' 
B h a ra t Jo d o  Y atra . A nd  
th e ir  tongues a ro u n d  the 
rig h t w ords! T h e  B JY  is  
consum ing them. So far, the 
B JP has no concrete  p lan to 
halt the BJ Y ’s progress. The 
C ovid-19  excuse w as s till­
born. A s o f  now, the Bharat 
Jodo  Y atra is unstoppable.

If  anything, the Bharat 
J o d o  Y a tra  a p p e a r s  to  
h a v e  c a u se d  f is s u re s  in  
th e  ‘Sangh  Parivar. S u d ­
denly , R SS functionaries  
and  Sanghi priests a rc  com ­
ing out in support o f  BJY. 
and  arc  praising tlte "young 
m an w alking for 3000 ki­
lom etre". All o f  a sudden, 
th e  B JP  is  u n su re  o f  its 
c o m m itte d  H in d u  b a se . 
R ahul T a p a sv i1 G an d h i 's  
‘abhay  mudra* is g iv ing  the 
B JP sleepless nights. (//>A 
Service)
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“The stickler disappointment o f  a hope leaves 
a scar which the ultimate fulfillment o f  that 

hope never entirely removes."
—  Thom as Hardy

T h e  S h illo n g  T im es
Vol No:l.\V No.150 SIIII.I.OM;. W t l>NKSI>AV. JAM VKV II. 20ii

Caste and census
THE Bihar government is currently holding a 
caste census even as a debate on its advisability 
is on. Political calculations arc obviously behind 
this move by chief minister and JDU chiefNitish 
Kumar with support from his alliance partner, 
the RJl). Ideally, the society should rise above 
considerations o f  caste, creed, race and reli­
gion. At the same time, in a nation where many 
aspccts arc dccidcd on the basis o f  castc, as in 
the case o f  reservations to deprived sections o f 
the population, castc cannot be wished away. 
This is a  fac: o f  life and the grip o f  castc over 
social life is increasing, rather than decreasing 
ever sincc Independence. Caste-based parties 
are functional and there 's no bar on them. They 
are wielding power, as is also the case with 
states like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, where the 
prominent regional parties arc led by the Yadavs. 
Evergreen Nitish Kumar who repeatedly held 
the C M ’s  pest in B ihar also has his mainstay 
with some backward castes including his own 
Kurmis. Castc is the basis for several political 
establishments, either overtly or covertly, across 
India.

This being so, it needs a clarification as to 
why the central government has avoided doing 
a castc-based census and argued against such 
a step in the Supreme Court. The government 
m ay have its own reasons, which should not be 
ignored either. What it told the court was that 
this was not a practical proposition, though this 
had not been elaborated in detail. Moreover, the 
central government under the UPAII and the two 
NDA dispensations under Narcndra Modi too 
held back the caste-based data collected during 
the 2011 Census. An allegation is that the for­
ward communities are wary o f  such a census as it 
could lead to provisions for more benefits to the 
backward communities, who form more than 50 
percent o f  the population. The BCs. though, are 
a  divided lot and split into different communities 
that arc inimical to each other when it comcs to 
gaining governmental benefits. The Yadavs in 
UP and Bihar allegedly gained more benefits 
under the rule o fS P an d  RJD, while other back­
ward communities were largely ignored. This 
led to the fal. o f  their governments and the BJP 
stepped in with the promise o f  “ inclusiveness” , 
m eaning mainly the inclusivcncss o f  various 
Hindu communities.

With due regard to all these, a castc-ccnsus is 
not a  bad idea. Other states might follow suit. 
Facts arc sacred and benefits to each segment o f  
the population should not be provided, based on 
the whims of those who govern the nation.

Supporting agriculture in 
Meghalaya: The way ahead

T he dates fo r the 2023 
M eghalaya A ssem bly e lec­
tions w ill be  sh o rtly  a n ­
n o u n c e d . C o n c u r re n tly ,  
m a n y  p a r t ie s  h a v e  a lso  
announced their first list o f  
candidates. Very soon the 
final list will be released as 
w ell. W hile there is  g reater 
clarity  in  the identity o f  the 
cand ida tes  con testing  the 
up c o m in g  e le c tio n s ,  the  
manifestos o f  the different 
parties arc yet to be released. 
T his is very crucial because 
it w ill rev e a l the  v is io n  
or lack o f  it am ong those 
asp iring  to  form  the next 
governm ent. N evertheless, 
whenever these a rc  released 
agriculture will have to be 
an im portant item and the 
manifestos must inform the 
public about the proposed 
ro ad m a p  fo r th e  fu tu re . 
T his is  important for m any 
reasons.

T h e  2011 C e n su s  r e ­
vealed that around 80%  o f  
the population in M eghala­
ya is  rural. U pdated figures 
are not available sincc the
2021 C ensus has not been 
conducted. But extrapolat­
ing from the past historical 
urbaniA'ition rates in India, 
it is fairly safe to  assum e 
that m ore than 70%  o f  the 
popu la tio n  w ill con tin u e  
lo  be rura l. T his p o pu la ­
tion . w hether d irec tly  o r 
indirectly  depends on  a g ­
ricu ltu re . W hen it com es 
to  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  G D P, 
th o u g h , a g r ic u l tu re  a nd  
allied  activ ities contribute 
only 19% albeit m aking up 
alm ost 90%  o f  the total con­
tribution from the Prim ary 
Sector. This, how ever, is  an 
underestimation.

W hen the agrifood food 
value chain  is considered, 
w h ic h  in c lu d e s  no t ju s t 
the agricultural value (the 
w ages, rent, anti profit for 
p roducing  an  ag ricu ltu ral 
c o m m o d ity )  bu t a g g r e ­
gates it with the processing 
value, m anufacturing value, 
w holesale value and retail 
va lue, i.e ., a ll the  s tages 
from the farm lo the c on ­
sum er. the actual con tribu­
tion o f  agriculture is much 
higher. T h is  is know n as 
the " tow er o f  value added" 
a p p ro a c h  a n d  h a s  be en  
explained  very succinctly  
in the  2022  FA O  rep o rt 
“T he F u ture  o f  Food  and  
A gricu ltu re : D rivers  and  
T riggers  for T ransfo rm a­
tion". Put simply, the "tow er 
o f  value added" approach 
reveals that at "a  fundam en­
tal level, ag ric u ltu re  and  
other raw materials sectors 
are  the foundation o f  the 
w hole  econom y ."  H ence, 
c o n s id e r in g  th e  p ro p o r ­
tion o f  the rural population 
and the value it c reates for 
the econom y, a g ricu ltu re  
sh o u ld  b e  an  im p o rta n t 
issue in the upcom ing a s ­
sem bly elections.

Ih e  ru ling  M D A  (M e­
g h a la y a  D em o cra tic  A l­
lia n ce )  h a s  a he ad  s ta r t 
com pared to o thers w hen it 
com cs to a  roadm ap for ag ­
riculture. Launched in  Sep-

By Bho^toram \Iawroll
(em ber 2021 the FO C U S 
(F a rm ers Collec tiv iza tion  
for U pscaling P roduction 
a n d  M a rk e tin g  S y s tem ) 
Schem e require the farmers 
to  m ake Producers G roups 
w hich is then given a finan­
cial assistance o f  Rs. 5 .000 
per m em ber to  be  used as 
seed m oney to help scale up 
the ir  business opera tions. 
In 2 0 2 2 , F O C U S +  w as 
launched as  a i  expansion o f

w ith  a n  a v e ra g e  o f  Rs. 
62 ,2 3 7  p e r  g roup . S incc  
the am ount is in  the form 
o f  gran ts the danger o f  debt 
is rem oved w hich is a  big 
benefit for the farmers.

H ow ever, it cannot be  
denied that in  som e, maybe 
m o s t c a se s , th e  am o u n t 
m ight no t be used for the 
intended purpose, i.e .. for 
investm ent in the business. 
Som e m em bers m ight use

tlte previous program. Two 
ty p e s  o f  c rit ic ism s  have  
been leveled at the Scheme: 
first, it is  being argued that 
it is  just a  version o f  freebie 
po litics which will kill the 
e n tre p ren e u ria l sp ir i t  o f  
the farmers; second, there 
a re  com plain ts abou t the 
im proper im plem enta tion 
o f  the Scheme and  it being 
m isused for political gains. 
Both arguments have their 
merit but arc also m istaken 
on  many counts.

I w ish passion w as the 
o n ly  th in g  tha t m atte red  
fo r  s u c c e s s  in  b u s in e s s  
but in practical term s it is 
adequa te  capital w hich is 
the most important thing for 
undertak ing  any en trepre­
neurial activ.ty. C onsider­
ing that the Per C apita Net 
State Domestic Product o f  
the State is Rs. 82.182 or 
Rs. 6 .848 per m onth (fourth 
from the bottom in national 
rankings) financial capital is 
in great paucity particularly 
a m o n g  the rural p o p u la ­
tion. A possible solution is 
to  lake  loans, either from 
forma! o r informal sources. 
H ow ever, this carries  the 
risk o f  indebtedness. In fact, 
farm ers su iciJes in India to 
a  g reat extent arc  d riven  by 
debt, five NCRB (N ational 
C r im e  R eco rds B u re au ) 
rev e a le d  that in 2015  o f  
the  3000  farm er su ic ides 
studied 2474 suicides w ere 
be ca u se  o f  unpaid  loans 
from local banks. W ith 76%  
o f  the rural households be­
ing landless the risk is even 
greater. T ill title , according 
to  the governm ent w ebsite. 
54.881 farm ers have  e n ­
rolled for the Schem e and 
4 .4 0 9  Producers ' G roups 
formed. This m eans the  to­
tal amount transferred to the 
fanners is Rs. 27,44,05.000

the money for consum ption 
purposes (buying  item s for 
household needs). But even 
then the m oney is g o ing  to 
Itclp the local cconom y as 
these fanners a rc  not going 
to  use the  m oney to  buy 
Lam borgini from D elhi (?) 
but will spend it in the lo ­
cal m arkets. T his increased 
consum ption will increase 
lo c a l d e m a n d  p ro v id in g  
incom c to local businesses 
and with it tax revenues will 
a lso  be  augm ented  w hich 
in tu rn  w ill inc re ase  the 
financial resources o f  the 
State. T he freebie argument 
ignores a ll o f  this.

C o a lit io n  p a r tn e r s  o f  
M D A  h a v e  c o m p la in e d  
that the Schem e is be ing  
g iv e n  w h ere  fa rm in g  is 
not possible (i.e.. given to 
people w ho a re  not farm ­
ers) and the N PP (National 
People 's Party) is taking all 
the credit by ignoring its a l­
lies. Personally, i fa  resident 
o f  M e g h a la y a  is  g e ttin g  
the am ount (because it will 
improve local dem and) I am 
not bothered about w ho gets 
the benefit o r  w ho takes the 
credit. T hat is a  m atter o f  
politics and  an issue for the 
concerned pan ics  w ho feel 
left ou t to sort ou t during  
the next term , i f  they get 
one. A s long a s  no m isap­
propriation is detcctcd the 
Schem e should continue.

But the question is  w hat 
lies bey o n d  F O C U S and  
F O C U S + . B u s in e ss  c an  
only expand (m ain aim  o f  
the Schem e) i f  Ihe potential 
in the local cconomy lias not 
been exploited o r  a larger 
market is being lapped. On 
both fronts there is am ple 
scopc. M eghalaya  is slill 
very m uch a food importing 
stale which m eans that local 
production is insufficient to

m eet local demand. Upscal­
ing o f  the business can look 
to  fulfill th is dem and while 
a l Ihe sam e tim e shortening 
the food value chain which 
w ill a lso  has positive  envi­
ronm ental benefits. C ater­
ing to  a  b igger m arket, i.e., 
a pan-India market is also 
an option but will require 
add itio n a l s te p s  to  m ake 
that possible.

Not w ithstanding Ihe re­
cent regressive m ove by the 
G overnm ent o f  M eghalaya 
to  lift the ban on  chcm ical 
fe r tilize rs  a n d  g iv e  50%  
subsidy on  it. m ast o f  the 
farm ers  in ih e  S ta le  a rc  
organic by  default. T his is 
particularly  so  for those in 
traditional farm ing systems 
like jhum  o r shifting cu lti­
vation . H ow ever bccause  
o f  lack o f  certification the 
produce from such system s 
d o  n o t ge l th e  p rem ium  
price, a n  important loss for 
the  farm ers. Recently  the 
’G u id e lin e s  o f  N a tio n a l
M ission on Natural f a rm ­
in g ’ w as announced which 
has a spccial focus on North 
Fast for supporting natural 
farm ing  w hich includes a 
certification system. How­
ever. the gu idelines do not 
lake in to  consideration lo­
ca l farm ing  sy ste m s like  
jh u m  and  b u n  w hich  a re  
rotational in  nature. A s such 
m any o f  the local farmers 
w ill b e  excluded from  the 
b e n e f its  o f  th e  S chem e. 
D em and for non-chem ical 
food, especially am ong the 
affluent section o f  the In­
dian society, will g row  and 
M eghalaya can  be  o ne  o f  
the sources for m eeting that 
need. T herefore, w hoever 
form s the next G overnm ent 
n e e d s  to  m a k e  s u re  the  
G uide lines d o  no t ignore  
the  local farm ers. A s for 
those fanners that a re  using 
chem icals, the G overnm ent 
can use the PM -PRA N AM  
(Pradlian M antri Prom o­
tion o f  A lternate N utrients 
fo r A g ricu ltu re  M a n ag e ­
m ent) Schem e to help them 
w ean  a w a y  from  it. T he 
schem e inccntivizcs states 
th a t u se  le s s e r  a m o u n ts  
o f  chcm ical fertiliser-.* by 
providing incentive grants 
at the rate o f  50 per cent o f  
the total am ount o f  subsidy 
saved by  using less fertil­
izer. T he G overnm ent can 
use these gran ts to support 
the fanners while they arc 
in  the transition stage, i.e.. 
from  chcm ical to  na tura l/ 
organic fanning.

T o  c o n c lu d e , a g r ic u l­
tu re  is  th e  b a c k b o n e  o f  
M eghalaya’s  econom y and 
the m anifestos o f  the c on ­
tending parties m ust reflect 
tha t. A n y th in g  le ss  than  
the  b lueprin t for a  robust 
agricultural policy will be  
a b ig  disappoin tm ent anti 
an  im portan t oppo rtun ity  
m issed. As voters w e m ust 
m ake  su re  tha t d o c s no t 
happen.

(The view s expressed  in 
the article  a tv  those o f  the  
authors a n d  do no t reflect 
in  a ny  w ay the ir affiliation  
to  any  organization o r  in­
stitution)

W hy crimes 
against women 
go unreported

Fditor,
I am w riting in response 

to  D r O marlin K yndiah's 
letter, "W omen arc  human 
beings too! (ST, Jan 9.2023) 
In my opinion. I feel society 
is  largely numb to crim es 
a g a in s t w om en. I am  in 
s trong  agreement with Dr 
Kyndiah's views. Patriarchy 
is one big rcascn and sincc 
this is steeped in religion and 
culture, it has bccomc the in- 
bred mindset o f  the people. I 
ani sure there arc unrcportcd 
cases o f  rape, molestation 
and dom estic \iolcncc b e ­
cause women arc afraid to 
com e forward to report such 
cases. Hicy arc discouraged 
from do ing  so. Som e a re  
fearful o f  social stigma and 
w hat aw a its  other fam ily  
members in ease o f  a crime 
reported, resultiig in silence 
from reporting. A ccording 
to report by Livcmint, about 
99 percent o f  cases o f  scxua I 
violence go unrcportcd. th i s  
suggest that the ibscncc o f  a 
strong law against rape and

a ssau lts is  the only factor 
behind the low  reporting. 
There arc other factors at 
play, including mist deficit 
in  the law enforcing agen­
c ie s  a n d  low  c o n v ic tio n  
rate s in such c rim es that 
prev ent women from rqx>rt- 
ing sexual assaults. Change 
should start from home and 
at the level o f  the clan, then 
the locality, village, state and 
the country.

Yours etc..
F F  J Syngai.

Via email

BJP a confused  
part)

Fditor,
BJP had launched a new 

program which indicates that 
the Parly is in a confused 
stage and docs noi know liow 
lo tackle ihe goodwill being 
crcatcd among the common 
m asses on account o f  the 
B h a ra t Jo d o  Y atra be ing  
carried on by Rahul Gandhi. 
The Party’s sta te  o f  confu­
sion can be judged from the 
name o f  ihe program ‘Bind 
India' which is the Fnglish 
version o f  Bharat Jodo Yatra.

The Party is unaw are o f  the 
impact o f  the O ld Pension 
Schcnic (O PS) and ccnsus 
on caste basis. The BJP had 
lost the H imachal Pradesh 
assem bly  e lec tion  on ihe 
issue o f  O PS. In the pres­
ent program there are three 
points one is to celebrate the 
State Day and second is to 
cclcbratc various days such 
as D octors’ day and third is 
to learn one more language 
in addition to Hindi. Fnglish 
and  the  m other language. 
And all the three steps will 
not fetch additional votes 
for the party The assembly 
election in K arnataka will 
be held in M ay th is year 
and from the reports pour­
ing in through the  media 
the C ongress has a strong 
possibility  o f  w inning the 
elections. If  that happens it 
will b c a  huge sctback for tlic 
BJP. Ihe main problem with 
the BJP Government is that 
no government department 
takes interest in solving the 
grievances o f  the common 
man.

I am an icon for People 
With Disabilities (PwD) and 
had the bitter experience o f  
governm ent indifference*. 
The disabled are a harried

lot and have to facc various 
ha rd sh ip s in the  g o v e rn ­
ment departments. Even the 
Disability Act had not been 
properly implemented since 
1996 and they are not getting 
the full pension a s well as 
family pension. In this regard 
I had sent representations 
to various dignitaries in the 
PMO. FM O.C JI, Disability 
department. V1SJF and even 
the President o f  India but 
no one bothered to pay a t­
tention to the problem s o f  
the disabled. If  such is ihe 
situation then how can the 
im age o f  the G overnm ent 
improve? Unnecessary con­
flicts are being created with 
the  Judiciary, and there is 
pandemonium in parliament 
for the last three parliament 
sessions. The Modi G overn­
ment will be completing its 
fourth  year o f  its second 
term in o ffite but till date 
the deputy speaker o f  the 
Lok Sabha has not been ap­
pointed. The UJPhad spoken 
so  m uch  against freeb ies 
that its own schcmcs would 
not gam er additional votes 
for the party for the various 
social schemes already go­
ing on.

This w ill be the last bud­

get o f  the Modi Government 
and  it will be an election- 
o rien ted  budge t. V arious 
incentives will be declared 
but it will have not much ef­
fect in garnering votes. The 
position o f  this Government 
on the employment creation 
front is not good at all. Fvcry 
w ay wc look a t the  NDA 
Government today it seems 
to be  in a confused stage.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

U D P’s 
duplicity  
exposed

Fditor.
The United Dem ocratic 

Party (UDP) a regional based 
party which often boasts and 
calls itse lf  as the so-callcd 
kingm aker in any govern­
m ent should at least have 
some shame left o f  having 
high hopes. It is horrendous 
for any reader on Faccbook 
to find the UDP as the most 
ridiculed party for all the ills 
com m itted  by the present 
government which UDP is 
part of. In Pynursla  c on ­

stituency for example when 
Mr. Nehru Suting stood and 
fought from the UDP ticket 
against the sitting MLA Dep­
uty CM Prcstone Tynsong o f 
ihe NPP, ihcre were elements 
like Banalari Lyngdoh. A l- 
antry Dkhar and some more 
within llic inner cirelc who 
allow ed his defeat and were 
in elose  coordination with 
ihe N PP to m ake the NPP 
candidate w in by a margin o f
2000 plus votes. The treach­
ery by the members o f  the 
UDPhas gradually increased 
in this coming clcction. The 
loss o f  the enquiry report on 
the ricc scam  is one d e a r  
indicator that this party has 
no soul left w hen it even 
smuggles food meant for the 
poor. I lencc like the N PPlhc 
U DP too should be shown 
the door in the forthcoming 
assem bly polls

Yours etc., 
Donbok Syngkrcm. 

Former UDP Organizing 
Secretary Pynursla 

Constituency 

A rt ic le s  and  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
au th o rs  and  not tha t o f  
The Shi/lung Times

Rcligio-cllinic tensions mark election 
campaign in Meahalava

BJP bats for Hindus 
while TMC backs 

Christians and Tribals
By Ashis Biswas

With nwst major parties 
adopting an ethnicity-based 
approach n the ir pre-poll 
campaigning, voting in the 
coming Assembly elections 
in  M c g lu la y a  c o u ld  be 
sharply pohriscd, according 
to observers. Intriguingly. 
such a trend may be  less 
noticeable in T ripura

flic involvement o f  As­
sam-based political heavy­
weight leaocrs with elections 
in neighbouring Meghalaya, 
which used to be  a part o f  
the larger Assam state in the 
past, is a significant factor in 
the 2023 polls. Assam Chief 
Minister Mr Himanta Biswa 
Sanna heads the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s(BJP)’soverall 
campaign n the Northeast. 
Mr S am ias style o f  gover­
nance in Assam so  far and 
his approach tow ards the 
religious minorities accord­
ing to observers, tend to ac- 
ccntuatc rather than reduce, 
c lhno-ccnfic politics : one 
has only to ask the average 
Muslim v tic r in Assam, to 
know  their fee ling  about 
security in the state.

Hovvcvjr. M r S a rm a’s 
aggressive cam paign style 
has made an impact. It has 
forccd parties challenging 
the  B JP to read ju st their 
objectives and adopt countcr 
measures. ’.Tie Bengal-based 
Trinamool Congress (T.VIC) 
for instanc:. finds itself au­
tomatically lining up behind 
Christian voters in Megha­
laya. sw orr as it is to oppose 
the BJP at every turn. For 
some time, this party from 
'ou tside ' Ins been trying to 
establish (none too success­
fully) a foothold somewhere 
in the Northeast. In a region 
where the Christian church 
remains an important politi­
cal entity, backing it strongly 
helps th e  T M C  to  blend  
more easily with the famil­
iar com ponents and  cross 
currents of ihe NF. political 
scene, as it were.

In the present scenario 
where the BJP has stuck to 
its policy o f not concealing 
its commitment to traditional

In a recent letter lo Me­
ghalaya Governor M r B.D. 
Mishra, Mr Saikia strongly 
deplored an attack in broad 
daylight by an aggressive 
tr iba l ou tfit in M egh ala ­
y a  w hile  it w as p ro tes t­
ing against unemployment. 
Sonic o f  the marchers beat 
up non-tribal passers-by in 
full public view a s the local 
police did not move a muscle 
to  help. The incident was 
duly reported in Shillong- 
based dailies.

M r Saik ia  appealed  to 
the Meghalaya adm inistra­
tion to  en sure  pcacc and 
social hamiony and prevent 
the recurrence o f  such inci­
dents. lie  a lso callcd for the 
punishm ent o f  m iscreants 
invo lved  in the inc ident. 
Tlx: uon-iribals living.work­
ing in Meghalaya were, he 
pointed out. Indian citizens 
enjoying the same rights as 
anyone else.

There has been no o f­
f ic ia l re sp o n se  from  the 
M eghalaya governm ent or 
the G overnor's office on the 
matter.

H ow ever, the  fac t r e ­
m ains that in M eghalaya, 
the considerably large mixed 
non-tribal groups, too. have 
been  c o m plain ing  o f  h a ­
rassm ent and d isc rim ina ­
tion. but they feel that their 
g rievances over the years 
have  not been effectively 
addressed. Long time Sikh 
residents have complained 
o f  harassment from authori­
ties and tribal groups over 
the location o f  their settle­
ment and other issues. Bihari 
labourers have complained 
o f  exploitation, harsh work­
ing conditions and treatment 
from their employers in local 
m ines and  other places o f  
work. Old Bengali citizens 
have  been denounced  by 
tribal o rganisations as ‘ il­
legal Bangladeshis'.

M ost n o n - tr ih a ls  a lso  
strongly complain o f  oflicial 
discrimination from authori­
ties in securing jobs and in 
the matter o f  receiving rou­
tine help from the police.

“Asfor Muslims, the religious minority 
that finds itself at the receiving end o f  some 

controversial administrative decisions in 
Assam ruled by Mr Sanna — they have been 

automatically aligned within the broad 
non-tribal group o f  voters.”

Hindu values (its opponents 
call this H ndutva). wooing 
the m a jo rity  c om m un ity  
among voters, the TM C has 
emerged as the new cham­
pion o f  tribal'C hristian in­
te rests  in  M eghalaya. Its 
state leaders strongly con­
demned recent attacks and 
acts o f  vandalism targeting 
the  C hurch in B JP -ru lcd  
states at a news conference. 
The BJP was only keen to 
divide common people and 
rule, but tlK N F region was 
free from such tendencies, 
they said.

The TM C w ould fight 
the B JP’s ‘d iv is ive ’ ways 
all the way and not just as 
niute spectators either, they 
told media pe rsons som e 
days ago.

So  far. T M C  has a n ­
nounced the list o f  fifty two 
candidates Dut o f  the CO scats 
in the assembly and the party 
is far ahcadof other contend­
ing parties in tlx* campaign. 
Thcm lingNPP-BJPalliancc 
is hav ing tensions over BJP’s 
policy rcja rd ing  Uniform 
Civil C'odt. C hief Minister 
C on rad  Sangm a has a n ­
nounced that his NPP is op­
posed to UCC and his parly 
w ill fight it even am ong 
the voters in the campaign. 
There is nojoint rallv o f  NPP 
and BJP.

But Meghalaya elections 
are not just about mobilising 
political support among Hin­
dus (non tribals) o r Chris­
tians (tribals). There are also 
forces, not perhaps a s  appar­
ently asserivc  as the BJPor 
the debutant TMC. to speak 
up for M cghalaya-bascd  
non tribals (Bengalis, Sikhs. 
Biharis), too. The initiative 
cam e from M r D cbabrata 
Saikia o f  Congress, the lead­
er o f  oppos tion in the Assam 
Assembly.

With M r Saikia boldly 
speak ing  up for the  non- 
tribals in M eghalaya most 
ethnic groups . have been 
a ssu re d  o f  som e form  o f  
politica l back ing  .a t least 
in  theory . C o n g re ss  had 
w on the h ighest num ber 
o f  scats in 2018 Assembly 
p o lls in  M eghalaya, w ith 
non-tribals providing it with 
m ajor support, before the 
much sm aller BJP upset its 
calculations by aligning with 
other pan ics to  cobblc to ­
gether a coalition o f  sorts. As 
for M uslims, the religious 
minority that finds itself at 
the receiving end o f  some 
controversial administrative 
decisions in Assam ruled by 
M r Sarnia -  they have been 
automatically aligned within 
the broad non-tribal group o f  
voters. Normally the TMC 
arrogates to  itse lf  its self- 
appointed responsibility to 
speak up for the community 
a ll ove r India, o ffering  it 
b lanket support.

However, it is yet to do 
so  in M eghalaya. Surpris­
ingly. this has been the case 
in neighbouring Assam too. 
w here the T M C  in effect 
threatens tod iv idcthc  Mus­
lim vote by opposing the Al- 
UDF as well as Congress.

As forTripura. adiffcrcnt 
situation prevails. The rising 
Tipra M olha tribal organisa­
tion . to tally  unlike other 
ethnic conimunitics'groups 
in  the N F region, has as a 
m atter o f  policy projected 
itself as a party that would 
represent the interests o f  all 
communities in the state. Its 
leader Mr Pradyot Manikya 
D cbbarm an has a lso  not 
p ressed for additional ter­
ritories from neighbouring 
N F states while calling for 
a larger Tripura state. (iPA 
Service)
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"We sail w ithin a vast sphere, ever drifting 
in uncertainty', driven front end to end. ”

—  Blaise Pascal

T h e  S h illo n g  T im e s
MIIIIOM.. I lll KSO.W.JAM .\H\ 12.2023

No political ideology in M egha laya
THIS rate at which people are resigning from 
one party to join another shows that politics in 
Meghalaya is bereft o f  any ideology. Quite a 
num ber o f  contenders for legislative positions 
including sitting M LAs have resigned from the 
Congress party, jo ined  the Trinamool Congress 
and now  jo ined  the N ational Peoples' Party 
(NPP). W hat justification are these turncoats 
going to give their electorate unless they are 
also bringing a substantial num ber o f  supporters 
with them? The reason for jo in ing  the NPP is 
a  calculated one. First, the Party that has been 
in pow er for five years also has the required 
funds to throw woo voters. There is no such 
thing as a fair electoral battle fought on issues 
but on how much a candidate is able distribute 
largesse. Truth be told, it is a difficult proposi­
tion to try and get votes based on an honest ap­
peal to the voters that the candidate will serve 
the constituency to the best o f  his/her ability. 
The electorate have becom e so calculating that 
they don’t even shy aw ay from citing a price for 
their votes. Hence, w c get the government we 
voted for. There is no point lam enting the badly 
constructed reads, the poor healthcare system, 
dry w ater tanks etc.. since the M LA has already 
compensated the voters.

It is said that in a democracy people should 
have  enough  ed u c a tio n  to  m ake in form ed 
choices. An informed choice is one where the 
voter is not under com pulsion to surrender his/ 
her freedom o f choicc to a candidate because 
he/she has accepted m oney from that candidate. 
The distribution o f  money takes different forms. 
It can be made to look like a  government scheme 
especially where sitting M LAs are concerned. 
M ere literacy without the ability to weigh in 
on politics and what drives it. and. without the 
agency to question and hold the sitting MLAs 
accountable is not real democracy. It would be 
wrong therefore to pretend that M eghalaya has 
been and will be participating in a dem ocratic 
process where each vote is carefully considered 
because the voters understand that their votes 
will determine the quality o f  governance in the 
next five years.

A political ideology is a set o f  com m itments 
from a political party which aim  at the highest 
good o f  the voters. An ideology also sets the 
tone for the political party to pursue those set 
o f  values listed as its predominant goals. An 
electorate has to know what ideology it is root­
ing for lest that ideology backfires. Is the politi­
cal ideology o f a party respectful o f  individual 
and collective rights and freedoms o r does the 
ideology circum scribe only certain rights that 
voters can enjoy? But forget about the voters, 
even the candidates do n 't read the ideology o f  
the Party they join. And we still expect good 
governance?

C orrupt voters 
elect corrupt 
governm ent
Editor.
D uring Prim e M inister 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee's time, 
visitors to  the BJP office at 
Ashoka Road. New Delhi 
would recall the signboard 
with h is facc on it and em ­
blazoned below  Jie words 
“Z ero Tolerance to Corrup­
tion.” W hen party President 
Bangaru Laxman w ascaught 
in a sting operation accept­
ing lakhs o f  rupees in cash, 
he w as out a s was the sign 
board. T he 2004 e lections 
confirm ed that the Vajpay­
ee governm ent had lost its 
sheen, losing spectacularly 
to Congress.

That bit o f  history bears 
re le v an c e  to  the C o n ra d  
Sangma NPP-lcd MDA gov­
ernment. With a  s:am  about 
illegal transportation o f  coal 
rocking the ruling M egha­
laya  D em ocratic  A lliance  
(MDA) government, Megha­
laya C h ief Minister Conrad 
Sangma effected a  Cabinet 
reshuffle, stripping his elder 
brother James Sangma o f  the 
Home portfolio. Saubhagya 
scam- Rs. 149 croxs. Power 
scam - Rs 100 c o re s  plus. 
Rice scam - Rs. 19 crores. 
M iisnnn  si'am R* ^ r m n s  
a re  bu rn in g  exam ples o f  
sk y -ro c k e t in g  c o rrup tion  
and mismanagement in the 
adm inistration. The list is

Meghalaya: @51 in 2023!
M eghalaya had ju st com ­

m e m orated  its 5 0 th  Y ear 
celeb ra tions w ith  a  series 
o f  festivities that w ere befit­
ting o f  the accom plishm ents 
and  successes o f  the State 
over its ha lf-a-century-long 
journey. O r is  it?

N o d o u b t, th e re  h ave  
been achievem ents ove r the 
50 years o f  Statehood. O f  
late, how ever, the State has 
taken m ore  o f  a  backw ard 
slide n ither than  m arching 
on to  ach ieve  its im m ense 
G od-given potential. A s wc 
enter into an elec tion  year, 
perhaps, a  relook into som e 
o f  th e  in h e re n t p rob lem s 
that have om inously  stared 
us dow n for ove r five d e ­
cades. should reinvigorate 
ou r political consciousncss 
w hich had been aw akened 
so  beau tifu lly  by the  H ill 
S tate M ovem ent o f  yore!

T h e  M e m o r y  C r a t e :  
O ne o f  the m ost evocative 
im ages from 2022 w as the 
M em ory Crate. It a im ed  to  
preserve m em ories through 
a  ta n g ib le  w a y . w h ic h  
w ould  then be sealed  and 
re-opened in 50 years. Apart 
from m em orabilia. G overn­
ment officia ls penned  let­
ters to the M cghalayans o f  
2072. The Crate w ould have 
nostalgic va lue  w hen it is 
reopened and  the conten ts 
w ould  be  a  "y ard stick  to  
gauge the developm ent o f  
the State.”

O f  th e  v a rio u s  “ y a rd ­
sticks to  gauge th e  devel­
opm ent"  in any  S tate , the 
Infan t M orta lity  and  M a­
ternal M orta lity  Rates are 
c o n s id e re d  a s  im p o rta n t 
indicators o f  public health. 
T hey  rcflcct the  in tu ition  
tha t the  struc tu ra l factors 
w hich have an  im pact on 
the m ortality  o f  in fan ts and 
m o th e rs , a lso  a f fe c t  the  
health  o f  the e n tire  popu la ­
tion. M eghalaya 's  IM R  is 
one  o f  the  h ig h e st in the 
country  w ith  29 deaths per 
1000 live  b irths a s  o f  2020. 
d o w n  f ro m  39 in  2 0 1 7 . 
W hile  th e  d e c re a se  o v e r  
tim e  h ad  be en  h a iled  by 
the governm ent a s  “im pres­
sive ." it is still an extrem e 
ou tlie r  w hen  com pared  to  
o the r s im ilar-sized  North- 
E astern S tates. M an ipu r 's  
IMR stood a t 6. M izoram  
at 3. N agaland a t 4 , S ikkim  
at 5 and  Tripura  at IX. A lso,
the 2022-data  o f  the I Icalth 
M anagem en t In form ation  
Sys tem  had  pu t the  to tal 
num ber o f  pregnant w om en 
in M e ghalaya  a t 80 .380 . 
T his, a long  w ith the  IMR 
rale prevailing  in  the State, 
w ould have  translated into 
the tragic lo ss  o f  thousands 
o f  precious young lives dur­
ing that period.

Yet. the  IM R is but one 
indicator in w hich the Suite 
has fared poorly. In o the r 
s o c io - e c o n o m ic  p a ra m ­
e ters too . M eghalaya  had 
a lw ay s  been  a pe rsis ten t 
bo tto m  d w elle r . In N IT I 
A ayog 's  Education Index, 
the State is third from the 
bottom  am ongst the  small 
states w ith a  scorc  o f  38.43 
as opposed  to  top ranked  
T r ip u ra 's  56.1. S im ilarly , 
in  th e  H e a lth  In d e x  it 's  
com posite  sc o rc  o f  43.05

By Lamshwa Kitbok Nongrum
pales in  com parison to  M i­
zo ra m 's  75.77. W hile  the 
S ta te  rankee  2nd  on  the  
National c-G ovem ance Ser­
vice  D elivery A ssessm ent
2021. it cam e  in  29th in  the 
E ase  o f  D oing  B u s in e ss  
rankings. It also ranked 27 
am ongst 36  States and  UTs 
in the D irect Benefit Trans­
fer Perform ance rankings.

C o m in g  i>ack to  th e  
M e m o ry  C ia te .  O u t  o f  
respect fo r  the p e op le  o f  
M eghalaya  in 2 0 7 2 . th is  
w riter hoped lhat an honest 
account a nd  not a  w axed  
lyrical o f  the M eghalaya o f
2022 had been placed in  the 
M em ory  C rate. A fte r  a ll, 
the  governm en t had  sa id  
that the C rate  w ould be e n ­
closed  in  a  glass c ase  to be 
placed in the N ew  L egisla­
tive A ssem bly building!

D o m e  o r  d o o m :  A 
D om e trad itionally  repre ­
sen ts  absolute pow er, and 
is  the  generally  accep ted  
a rc h ite c tu ra l sy m b o l for 
d e m o c r a t ic  le g is la tu r e s  
a ro u n d  th e  w orld . H ow -
cvci, |Ikt ugly |H>ilcmls had 
been  w ritten  on  the  w all 
for dem ocratic  po litics  in 
M eghalaya. On January  9. 
2001. an in fem o consum ed 
the o ld  M eghalaya L egisla­
t iv e  A sse m b ly  b u ild in g . 
A nd then tw o decades later, 
w h a t w ou ld  h av e  be en  a 
resplendent symbol o f  d e ­
m ocracy for the State, eam c 
crashing down in a  mangled 
w reckage o f  steel and  c on ­
crete. T he official statem ent

tasked to  carry ou t a  safety 
audit, reported tha t a  lack 
o f  c o o rd in a tio n  b e tw ee n  
the executing  agencies had 
caused  the collapse. It even 
a d v ise d  a  d:>me o f  C G I 
sheets be erected in place 
o f  the collapsed one . in an 
inadvertent note o f  sarcasm . 
So m uch for symbolism!

T he collapsed dom e in ­
c iden t is. perhaps, the e m ­
bodim ent o f  a m iddle-aged 
s ta te  w ith  aa  e stab lish ed  
nexus o f  v a rious in te rest 
g roups, resu lting  in  a  to ­
tal lack o f  accountability . 
A nd w ithout any  political 
consequences du ring  e lec ­
tions, dom es w ill con tinue  
to  c o m e  c ra sh in g  d o w n  
under the sheer w eigh t o f  
the percen tages that m ost 
c o n tra c t in g  firm s  in  th e  
S tate have had to  contend 
w ith . W h a t’s even  w orse  
is the fact that m any pro j­
e cts  in the State have been 
funded through S ta te  D e­
velopm ent Loans, external 
d eb ts and  soft loans from 
international institutions. In
2021 the RBI had observed 
that the State G overnm ent 
guaran tees have becom e a 
risk  d ue  to  the large  o u t­
standing  debts and  losses to 
sta te-run  PSLs. M eghalaya 
is one  o f  10 at-risk Indian 
states, w ith a  total outstand­
ing  guarantee o f  5%  o f  its 
aggregate  GSDP. It is  also 
the on ly  small state on that 
lis t. A s w ith a ll borrow ed 
m oney, these shall even tu­
a lly  have to  be repaid with 
interest. It is a n  irony that

endless.
T he presen t life o f  the 

M eghalaya Legislative A s­
sembly expires on March 15.
2023. With elections around 
the corner, the M eghalaya 
e lec to ra te , e sp ec ia lly  the 
youth, must show the door to 
all those parasitic politicians 
draining the economy o f  our 
state's developm ent fund.

O f  course, corrupt people 
e lec t corrupt leaders. It is 
a lso  seen  that o n ly  w hen 
e le c tio n  a p p ro a c h e s  tha t 
the  p o litic ian s  bend  over 
ba ck w ard s  to  sa tis fy  the 
c itizens o f  the state. A s a 
result, the electorate tends 
to calculate that instead o f  
giving the right vote to the 
correct politician they should 
sit and  wait to see w ho gives 
the best p rice (m oney) for 
their vote.

Yours etc., 
M arsanlang Rymbai.

Via email

Criticism  
against v ulgar  
entertainm ent 
d uring pujas
Editor.
C ritic ism  for the right 

cause is a m ust. The absence 
ofcriticism  hastens the soci­
etal slide from bad to  worse. 
The feedback triggered by 
my letter "Christm as not for 
unholy parties" (ST Dcc 31. 
2022) w as encouraging. My

sincere thanks go to each o f  
them. I realized how people 
a re  disillusioned. W hat if  
1 had not raised my voice, 
including the ShillongTim cs 
editorial on the same day un­
der the heading — “O f  rowdy 
C h ris tm as  c e le b ra tio n s” ? 
This I leave to our discerning 
readers to judge.

W ell, Lord Krishna con­
tinuously coaxed A rjuna to 
fight against those who w ere 
supporting o r encouraging 
im m orality  in society. He 
even convinccd Arjuna that 
h is ow n G urus and uncles 
w ere equally  blam ew orthy 
for rem a in ing  m ute w hen 
D raupadi w as d isrobed by 
cruel and arrogant Duryod- 
hana. W hy did G od him self 
persuade Arjun to  train ar­
rows at his own kith and kin? 
It m ay sound paradoxical to 
many. But it w as intended to 
defeat ADH AR M A (godless- 
ncss) and establish Dharma. 
It a lso  im plied that w hen 
E V IL rears its ugly head, 
c o n sc io u s  peo p le  shou ld  
raise their voices lest they 
too cam  bad karma as sin­
ners.

T h u s , c e le b ra t in g  th e  
days associated with G ods 
and G oddesses w ith vulgar 
e n te rta in m e n t a nd  drinks 
should be disapproved o f  and 
criticized. It is  like a direct 
insult to the ALM IGiITY, as 
also said by Rupesh Nath in 
his letter. Can w e “offend” 
our parents with our sinful 
acts, cold attitude, and verbal 
abuse? Please give it serious

public infrastructure should 
fail in a  S ta te  w h ich  pre­
sented to  the  w orld the im ­
m ense possib ilities o f  b io ­
e n g in ee rin g . L iv in g  roo t 
bridges stand testim ony to 
the fac t tha t infrastniclure  
p ro jec ts  have  long  g e s ta ­
tional p e riods a nd  hence , 
the ir  im pact can  never be 
felt imm ediately.

T h e  y o u th 's  d ile m m a : 
M eghalaya  has a lso  fared 
poorly in te rm s o f  critical 
hum an developm ent indices 
w hich lias resulted in a  vast 
section o f  educated, ye t un ­
em ployable youth. D espite 
the  bud g e tary  p ro v isio n s 
and  fund ing , se c to rs  like  
m a n u fa c tu rin g , se rv ic e s , 
a g ric u ltu re  and  its  a llie d  
fields have never lived up to 
expectations. T he burden o f  
jo b  creation in M eghalaya, 
fo r  th e  m ost pa rt o f  h a lf  
a  c e n tu ry , h ad  be en  th e  
so le -lo o k o u t o f  th e  Stale  
G overnm ent. C oupled  with 
a  p o l i t ic a l ly - c o n v c n ie n t  
re se rv a tio n  a rran g e m e n t. 
G o v e r n m e n t  jo b s  c a m c
lo be  MX'ii a s  tlic ultim ate 
life-goal for a  m ajority  o f  
the tribal youth.

T im e s, h o w ev e r, have 
changed! The dom inance  o f  
the public  sector in jo b  c re­
ation and the aura o fau thor- 
ity  associated  w ith being a 
governm ent em ployee have 
resulted in an  in tense  com ­
petition am ongst the tribal 
youth for the c oveted  G ov­
ernm ent post. T his is a s  o p ­
posed to  jo b s  in  the private 
secto r tha t a re  regarded as 
underpaid, exp lo ita tive  and 
in secu re . T h is  w ri te r  had 
personally  m et tribal youth 
w ho abandoned p lum p jobs 
in the private sector for an 
en try -level o fficcr post in 
the  S ta te  G o v ern m e n t. It 
is  a lso  a  com m on feature 
in  M e g h a la y a , th a t  a n y  
re c ru i tm e n t by  the  S ta te  
Public Service Com m ission 
w ould attrac t app lican ts by 
the  ten s o f  thousands. To 
illustrate, a  recen t rccniit- 
m ent to  100 o r so  posts o f  
L D A . h ad  a b o u t 10 ,000  
applicants! T his extrem ely 
co m p etitiv e  na tu re  o f  r e ­
cruitm ent to public service 
had  ev en  c au se d  a  sligh t 
distu rbance  in the reserva­
tio n  a rra n g e m e n t a m o n g  
th e  tr ib a ls  o f  th e  S ta te . 
M ore im portantly , the fate 
o f  the 9900  w ho w ere not 
recruited should  have m er­
ited m ore d iscussion  in  the 
public dom ain.

T he prob lem  o f  unem ­
ploym ent is  real. A ccording 
to CM IE the unem ploym ent 
rate  in  M eghalaya is  barely
2.3 p e rc en t a s o f  Septem ber
2 0 2 2 . H o w ev e r, g o v e rn ­
m ent da ta  revealed vacan­
c ie s  to  m o re  th a n  7 0 0 0  
gove rn m e n t posts , w hich 
could not have accum ulated 
ove r any  o ne  five-year term 
o f  governm en t. O u tda ted  
E m p lo y m e n t E x ch a n g es  
arc  ye t to  reform  their origi­
nal purpose o f  connecting  a 
lim ited supply  of, to  an un ­
lim ited dem and for labour. 
T he M eghalaya  Industrial 
& In v estm en t P rom o tion  
S chem e 2016  w h ich  pro ­

thought. and flip through the 
pages o f  Vecks and Puranas. 
Over the year*, w e have joy­
fully incorporated all vulgar­
ity that has net only polluted 
society but also pushed it to 
the brink o f  degeneration. 
Violent quarrels and drunken 
brawls that mark the auspi­
cious dav h a \e  only invoked 
curees Irom heaven. W hat 
really pains u> is that people 
from other faiths ju st laugh 
at us. O h G od. how long 
w ill you  let your spiritual 
sermons be drowned out by 
the boom -boom  o f  B o lly ­
wood and rowdy roars? On 
earth, actors and  actresses 
are becoming more popular 
than you arc.

Yours etc..
Salil Gewali.

Shillong

H ow safe are 
certain areas 
o f Shillong?
Editor.
I w as watching the news 

when a discussion on w hat 
is happening in the tow n o f  
Joshimath. Chamoli district. 
Uttarakhand was aired on tl)c 
news channel. M irror Now. 
It appears thai Joshim ath has 
now been declared as a land 
subsidence zone according 
to the District M agistrate. 
Land subsidence is the term 
used for the downward d is­
p la ce m en t o f  the  e a r th 's  
surface. This causes cracks

v id c s  s u b s id i e s  a n d  in ­
c e n tiv e s  to  c a p ita lis ts , in 
exchange for a p referential 
recn iitm ent o f  local labour, 
is  im plem ented  in a  very- 
o n e -s id e d  m a n n e r .  A nd  
w hen  the  youth  com e  out 
to  dem and for the ir rights, 
the  ag en d a  g e ts  h ijacked  
a nd  is  pa in ted  w ith  c om ­
m unal colours . Such a  dire 
situation  c ou ld  on ly  have 
resulted from the inherent 
inability and  reluctance o f  
the  e lcc tcd  po litica l c lass 
to  a d d re s s  th e  p ro b lem s 
o f  an e conom ic  na tu re .In  
th e  last few  w ee k s  the re  
have p rom ises o fd o lc -o u ts  
a nd  lav ish  c e rem o n ies  in 
favour o f  foundation stones 
a nd  ribbons. E x travagan t 
pageantries to  present po li­
tic ian s ak in  to  those  o f  
star footballers w ho  trans­
fer betw een football c lubs 
for the  m oney rather than 
th e  p o ss ib i lity  o f  hum an 
ach ievemcnt have becom e 
fashionable. A nd as election 
d ay  a pproaches, the shrill 
rhetoric on em otive  issues 
w ould be  expected  to  reach 
d eafen ing  levels and  inun­
da te  the w arn ings tha t have 
stared  us dow n to r decades. 
M ore em barrassingly. M e­
ghalaya  po litics w ill still be 
d o m in a te d  by sh o rt-te rm  
sym bolic  g e stu res  typ i­
c ally  the w oollen blanket, 
liquor and  cash!

T he u n d e rly in g  issues 
w o u ld  th e n  re su r fa c e  to  
p la g u e  a n y  in - c o m in g  
G o v e rn m e n t. A n d  m any  
w ill take  to  bu reaucracy- 
ba sh in g  a s  a  p a nacea  for 
a ll o u r  po litica l a ilm ents, 
r a th e r  than  fix a c c o u n t­
ab ility  on  the e lec ted  rep­
re se n ta tiv e s . T h e  finger, 
hence, m ast po in t squarely 
o n  the  " h onou rab le”  m en 
a n d  w o m e n  w h o  w o u ld  
becom e the M aai-B aap o f  
the constituency they would 
be  representing!

No doubt. M eghalaya has 
had its share o f  d isappoin t­
m ents and  collapses tliat are 
unflattering o f  a  State that 
had been se lf-governed for 
the last 50 years. Som e may 
ev en  argue that M eghalaya 
is  a  failed State, w hich  is 
increasingly being sold to 
tlic highest bidder. Yet for 
the sake o f  ou r c hi Idren and 
th e ir  c h ild ren , th is  w riter
would (iicfci lo  ii'la iu  1ki|ic. 
Hope tha t the  voters o f  the 
S tate  will aw aken  from the 
s lu m b e r  im b ib e d  b y  the  
liquor o f  short-term , popu­
larity  con tests w hich have 
becom e the defining feature 
o f  th e  e le c t io n s  in  M e ­
ghalaya . A nd that w e m ay 
no t w ake up like R ip  van 
W inkle, w ho, w hen  asked 
how  he  voted in tltc e lec­
tion that has ju st been held, 
d e c la re d  h im s e lf  a  lo y a l 
sub ject o f  K ing  G eorge  III, 
u naw are  that the A m erican 
Revolution had taken p lace 
in  h is absence.
(T h is  w riter  h a d  resigned  
f r o m  s e rv ic e  a fte r  w o rk ­
ing  f o r  the  G overnm ent o f  
M eg h a ta v a  f o r  a lm o s t a 
d ecade a n d  is  n ow  a  socia l 
e n tr e p r e n e u r  a n d  a c t iv ­
ist. H e  c an  h e  re a ch e d  at 
idam siiwakithoknongrum@  
gntail.com )

to appear on the ground and 
on buildings on such ground. 
In laym an’s language Joshi­
math is sinking and becom­
ing uninhabitable because 
o f  the inability o f  the land, 
on hill slopes, to  support the 
artificial load placed upon 
it either by heavy concrete 
b u ild in g s  o r  by c o n tin u ­
ous disturbance on the land 
caused  by b lasting  c tc . A 
general panic is taking place 
in the area with the G overn­
ment and administration bent 
on imm ediate dism antling 
buildings and  structures lhat 
arc considered  unsafe  and 
with its occupants protesting 
that in such an event they had 
nowhere else to go. With c li­
mate change in the w ind and 
other stories o f  m an-m ade 
d isa s te rs  beco m in g  da ily  
news items the world over, 
the only word one can come 
up with is m an appears to 
be hell bent on destroying 
him self w henever he can!

W hen o ne  looks a t the 
Shillong landscape, the pos­
sib ility  o f  such  a sim ila r 
happening o r perhaps even 
w orse can easily  be im ag­
ined. I shudder when I gaze 
up at the rapid urbanization 
on the Lumparing and Malki 
slopes. Tall, heavy concrete 
buildings arc becoming the 
o rd e r  o f  the day  in  these  
areas. Q uestion is  has any 
soil testing been done: any 
geological analysis carried 
out whether the soil on these 
slopes can c a n y  the heavy 
structures that are so haphaz­

ard ly  being planted there? 
I d oub t i f  such sc ien tific  
m easures have been taken 
up. W hat 1 suspect is that a 
mcrc N OC from the Rang- 
bah Shnong o r some other 
ragtag unscrupulous permis­
sion from the K IIADC arc 
all lhat was needed for such 
three, four storied concrete 
struc tu res  to  com e  up on 
these steep slopes. We have 
MU DA and  we have the 
M unicipality. G overnm ent 
in stitu tions with the  m an­
pow er and w herew ithal to 
conduct such safety studies 
before perm ission is given 
to bu ild  on  these  inclined 
slopes. T hese  G overnm ent 
institutions are armed w ith 
rules and regulations ensur­
ing safety o f  buildings to be 
erected. Blind petty politics 
being played in M eghalaya is 
prev enting this from happen­
ing and is putting people 's 
lives in grave danger. During 
heavy rainfall during in the 
monsoons my greatest fear is 
o f  seeing the whole o f  Lump­
aring sliding down the khud 
into the Umshyrpi. My only 
hope and prayer is tliat my 
fears do  not com e true.

Yours etc..
Toki Blah.
Via email

A r t ic l e s  a n d  le t te r s  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o f  the  w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shitlonfi Times

B io d iv e rs ity  Pact

Landmark
initiative
By Dliiirjali Mukherjee

In the realm o f  environ­
m ent. which is obv iously  
the centre point o f  focus in 
the w orld today, the climate 
and biodiversity conventions 
last year have been landmark 
ag re em e n ts . A L oss a nd  
Dam age Fund in the former 
and a target to  bring at least 
30 pcrccnt o f  te rre s tr ia l, 
inland water and coastal and 
marine areas under cITcctivc 
conservation and  m anage­
ment by 2030 in the latter 
have enormous bearing on 
the environment.

A round 190 c o u n trie s  
approved  a sw eeping UN 
agreement and to take a  slew 
o f  o the r m easures against 
ram pant b iod ive rsity  lo ss  
w h ich , if  le ft unchecked , 
jeopardizes the  planet’s food 
and water supplies a s  well 
a s  the existence o f  untold 
species around the world. It 
may be mentioned here that 
cu rren tly  17 p c rc cn t and  
10 p c rcctt o f  the w orld 's 
te rre strial and  m arine  a r ­
e as  respectively are  under 
protection. Fo r Ind ia, the 
figures stand at 5.26 pcrccnt 
and 0.2 percent respectively. 
Less than 10 pcrccnt o f  ter­
restrial protected arcas in the 
w orld arc both protected and 
conservcc.

Tltc agreement, which is 
considered as equivalent lo 
the Paris Agreement, comes 
a s biodiversity is declining 
w orldw ide  at ra te s  never 
witnessed in human history. 
Sc ien tis ts  have p ro jec ted  
tha t a  m illion p lan ts  and  
anim als a~e a t risk o f  extinc­
tion. many within decades. 
T he deal lays out a suite 
o f  23 conservation targets. 
C oun trie s  a lso  ag re ed  to  
manage ti e remaining 70 per 
cent o f  the planet to  avoid 
losing areas o f  high impor­
tance to  biodiversity and to 
ensure th it big businesses 
d isc losc  b iodiversity  risks 
and impacts.

T his is indeed a highly 
significant agreem ent as it 
would g oa  long w ay to halt 
and reverse the destruction 
o f  nature It is understood 
that the b iodiversity  sum ­
mit has agreed to  four goals 
and  23 targets. T he goals 
inc lude  protec ting 30 per 
c en t o f  the w o rld 's  land, 
w ater an<l marine areas by 
2030. a s well as the m obi­
lization, ty  2030. o f  at least 
U S $200 million annually in 
dom estic and international 
biodiversiiy-rdatcd funding 
from all sources, both public 
and privae .

There is also a pledge lo 
reduce  subsid ies deem ed 
harmful to nature by at least 
$500 billion by 2030. while 
having developed countries 
com m it lo providing devel­
oping countries with at least 
$20 b illioi per year by 2025, 
and $30 billion per year by 
2030.

O ne i> inclined to  refer 
here lo the Living Planet Re­
port 2022. the most authentic
study o f  trends in the realm 
o f  biodiversity revealed an 
average (9  percent decline 
in species population since 
1970. During this period, it 
is  reported that ha lf o f  the 
w orld's corals have been lost 
and a re  losing forest arcas 
the size o f 27 football fields 
every mirutc.

The Minister o f  Environ­
ment and Forests informed 
th e  R ajya S abha in m id- 
D cccm bcr that 73 species 
in  the  country , inc lud ing  
n ine  spc tic s  o f  mam m als.
18 birds, 26 reptiles and 20 
am ph ib ians a rc  c ritica lly  
e n d an g e re d , up  from  47 
in 2 0 1 1. O bviously, rapid 
global warming and unprec­
edented rate o f  extinction arc 
tw o o f  the basic reasons for 
this stale o f  affairs.

"In some locations, it can 
mean the b ss  o f  the very land 
where coastal communities 
liv e ,”  th ; repo rt po in ted  
out. Around 137 square ki­
lometres o f the Stindarbans 
m angrove forest in  India 
a nd  Bangladesh has been 
eroded since 1985. reducing 
land and ccosysicm services 
for many o f  the 10 million

people w ho live there, the 
analysis showed. “ Clim ate 
change in India will impact 
key areas, such as w ater re­
sources, agriculture, natural 
ccosystcm s. health and ihc 
food  c h ain ,"  R avi S ingh, 
Secretary-General and Chief 
Executive, W W F India, had 
rightly observed in analyz­
ing the report.

It is  a w ell-know n fact 
that clim ate change couplcd 
with habitat loss, pollution 
and development have ham ­
mered ihc w orld 's biodiver­
sity . w ith one  estim ate  in 
2019 w arning that a  million 
plan t and  a n im al sp e cie s  
face extinction w ithin d e ­
cades a rate o f  loss 1.000 
times greater than expected. 
It m ay be news that humans 
use about 50.000 wild spe­
c ies  routinely, and one out 
o f  five people o f  the w orld's 
eight billion population de­
pend on those species for 
food and income, the report 
said.

It is  thus obv ious tha t 
experts have voiced the need 
for an a ll-inclusive collec­
tive approach that can put us 
on a more sustainable path 
and  ensures tha t the costs 
and benefits from our actions 
are  socially ju st and equita­
bly shared. Climate change 
and biodiversity loss arc not 
only environm ental issues, 
but economic, development, 
security, social, moral and 
c th ica l issues too . A s has 
been emphasized again and 
again with statistical data, 
industrialised countries are 
responsible for most env i­
ronmental degradation but it 
is developing nations that arc 
disproportionately impacted 
by biodiversity loss.

The W W F identified six 
key threa ts to  biodiversity

agriculture, hunting, log­
ging. pollution, iiivusivc»|K-
cies and clim ate change 
to  highlight ‘threat hotspots' 
for te rre str ia l vertebrates. 
A n a tu re -p o s itiv e  fu tu re  
needs transformative, game- 
changing shifts in how we 
produce, how wc consume, 
how  wc govern  and w hat 
w c finance." highlighted the 
Living Planet Report. The 
presen t agreem ent is thus 
a fall-out o f  the report a s it 
has set targets which needs 
to  be achieved in the com ­
ing years.

H ow ever, th o u g h  b io ­
d iv e rs ity  lo ss  c a n n o t be  
allow ed to  continue, there 
is another aspect o f  the prob­
lem  that a lso  needs to  be 
seriously considered. There 
are  estim ates by economists 
suggesting that the carrying 
c ap a c ity  o f  the  p la n e t is 
about five billion humans at 
the most, without irrevers­
ibly running dow n natural 
capital. O ther estim ates o f  
the carrying capacity o f  the 
planet for humans, average 
a round  e igh t b illion . But 
w c have steadily surpassed 
th e  f igu re  and  p rov id ing  
food  thus be co m e s a  big 
challenge, specially for the 
populous countries o f  the 
Third World like China and 
India.

There is thus a need to 
balance preservation o f  bio­
diversity with increased food 
production  in the com ing  
years. Ncglccting biodiver­
sity cannot be the answer to 
the requirements o f  human 
beings and a judicious ap­
proach is called for in this 
regard . A s far  a s India  is 
concem cd, there is a need 
to  concentrate on biodiver­
sity conservation while also 
exploring w ays and means 
with the help o f  technologi­
cal innovations to increase 
a g ric u ltu ra l p roductiv ity , 
specially in areas w here it is 
below the national average. 
Sooner the belter. — INFA

(U it- author is Sr. Con­
sultant <S G uest Faculty o f  
B hara tiya  Vidya Bhavan. 
Kolkata; an a w w v d  writer 
am ! speaker on issues such 
a s  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  
developm ent.environm ent. 
Condition thought am ipeace  
studies.)
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Who will lift Meghalaya 
from the dumps

uAs long as inequality and other social 
problems plague us, populists will 

try to exploit them. **
— Kofi Annan

T h e  S h illo n g  T im es
Vol No:I.XV N0.152 s iiii.i .o m ;. kkidav. ja m  \

J u d ic ia ry ,  b a d  a p p le s
VICE President Jagdcep Dhankar has zeroed in. 
boldly, on a subject o f prime importance to the na­
tion, namely .he need to preserve the sovereignty 
o f the parliament -  which reflects the will o f the 
nation. He spoke o f how the judiciary thwarted a 
parliament decision to set up a National Judicial 
Appointments Commission to replace the contro­
versial Collegium System for selection o f  judges. 
The matter has been hanging fire since the start of 
the Narcndra Modi terms. The bill passed in this 
respect turned into law in 2015 but the Supreme 
Court shot it down the same year and, with equal 
vehemence, ii rejected an appeal in 2018.

The argument in support o f the apex court de­
cision was a former judgment o f the same court 
in the 1973 Kesava Bharati case -- that the basic 
tenets o f the Constitution should not be violated. 
A previous court order by itself cannot be a valid 
ground for perpetuation o f the collegium system 
that is seen also as an instrument to indulge in 
nepotism in judicial appointments. There arc liv­
ing examples of perpetuation o f dynasty whims in 
India's judiciary, which puts the entire system in 
the shadow of suspicion. The respect o f a nation 
rests largely on the strengths o f its judicial systems 
-  principally ihe transparency with which it func­
tions and its seriousness in upholding what is just 
by ensuring that ‘truth prevails’ as is enshrined in 
the dictum. Satyamcva Jayate. The Indian judicial 
system, regrettably, has its share o f  bad apples. 
Dignity in conduct is o f utmost importance for 
those manning the judicial system. It must be hailed 
that several judges at various levels are conducting 
themselves in a highly dignified manner. At the 
same time, wc have also witnessed situations of 
loose talks by judges, exposes of judicial corrup­
tion as in the infamous "crores for bail" scam and 
o f  Supreme Court judges having been accused of 
sexual misconduct. The society is changing and 
every institution is facing such situations o f moral 
degradation. It is important that the government 
takes corrective steps.

I he move to have a system to induct the best 
brains in the judicial system through a national 
recruitment process was well-conceived. But. when 
it conics to the crunch, there’s a dcficit in Prime 
Minister Narendra M odi's level o f assertions. 
While the apsx court passed adverse orders vis- 
ii-vis the national judicial appointments commis­
sion, the government opted to sit back and cool its 
heels rather than going ahead with the next step to 
demonstrate die nation's resolve. Four years have 
passed after the apex court rejected the appeal, and 
the Modi government took no further steps to take 
the matter forward.

By Patricia M ukhim

Sinking of land al Joshimath a fallout 
of reckless construction activities

Comprehensive review 
of all infrastructure 

work needed
By D. Raghumtmlun

Needed 
qualified netas!

Editor.
In 2018 a book under the 

caption ‘Examination Bar­
rier- 25 mantras for tackling 
the stress o f  Examinations’ 
penned by Prime Minister, 
Shri N arendra  M odi was 
released. Indians sit for a 
w ide range o f  exams after 
their education such as the 
All India civil services, the 
armed forces, public sector 
banks, and so on. The three 
p illa rs  o f  dem ocracy, the 
Legislature, the Executive, 
and the Judiciary arc p r i­
marily responsible for gov­
ernance. As per the existing 
dispensation, the members o f  
the executive and judiciary 
have lo  undergo a r ig o r­
o u s  exam ina tion  p rocess 
conducted  a t the national 
and slate level. Only those 
qualifying can enter the ser­
vice. W hy then should not be 
a qualifying examination be 
held for those, who aspire to 
become lawmakers? The in­
troduction o f  an examination 
for those, aspiring to become 
members o f  parliament and 
sta te  assem blies is an ab ­
solute necessity and would 
be w ell within ihe ambit o f  
existing constitutional pro­
visions. T he examinations 
will ensure betier-qualified 
candidates get through such 
as those that arc equipped to 
understand the complexities 
o f  administration

Yours etc.. 
D r. O m u r lin  K vn d ia h .

Via email

L et’s vote with 
our conscience!

Editor,
I w as a bit ja rrcd to see 

the caption o f  M arsanlang 
R ym bai’s le tte r:  C o rrup t 
v oters elect corrupt govern­
ment. But on reading it, 1 am 
all praise when he lays bare 
the true examples o f  Conrad 
Sangma’s nefarious schemes 
o f  self- aggrandisem ent in 
his NPP- led MDA govern­
ment! W hat a  revelation! 
However, I don't subscribe 
to  the generalisation  that 
corrupt voters elect corrupt 
government. In defence o f  
the voter might I state that 
many voters arc just too na­
ive o r just too trusting! Even 
the well-informed talk about 
so and so politician having 
changed and they stake their 
hopes on him/her!

I am  not conrupt! And it's 
going to be a great prcdica- 
meni for me when I have to 
cast my vote come Febru­
ary! Let readers reflect on 
M arsanlang's lette r and  in 
wise discernment vote with 
a conscience!

Yours etc., 
Kevin Phillips 

Shillong - i9

Preachers and  
schem ers

Rditor,
Politics seem s to be an 

area where schemers thrive!
In fact, the more aulute and 
shrew d the politician is in

A s so m e o n e  w h o  has 
been p riv ileged  to  u se this 
s p a ce  s ince  19X7 b e fo re  
th e  p r iv i le g e d , e n title d  
m il lc n n ia ls  w ere  b o rn , 
now  as ed ito r o f  th is new s­
paper it is  very hearten ing  
to  receive  so m e  w cll-rc- 
searched , inc isive  a rticle s  
c ritiqu ing  the  M D A  g o v ­
e rn m e n t  f ro m  y o u n g e r  
w r i te r s .  T h e  M D A , by 
the w ay, is  a  coalition  o f 
ih e  U D P , B JP . H S P D P , 
PD F and  N C P led by the 
N a tio n a l P e o p le s ’ P arly  
(N P P). T h e  acronym s for 
ihe  a b ove  coalitio n  p a rt­
n e rs  w ill  s u f f i c e  s in c e  
p e o p le  in  th o se  p a r t ie s  
d o n 't  r e a l ly  l iv e  up  lo  
the ir  fancy nam es. T hese  
c o a l i t io n  p a r tn e r s  h a v e  
conven ien tly  d itched  the ir 
sen ior pa rtne r the  N P P  at 
the last g a sp  because  they 
need to  cleanse  them selves 
o f  the  sins heaped  on  the 
M D A  o f  w h ic h  they w ere 
a n  in teg ra l p a rt. H av ing  
b e e n  in  p o l i t ic s  fo r  so  
lo n g  these  p o lit ica l pa r­
t ie s  c a n n o t b e  so  na 'fve 
tha t they d o  not know  the 
m e a n in g  o f  ‘c o l le c t iv e  
responsib ility .’ T he M DA 
w h ic h  in c lu d e s  a l l  th e  
a bove pa rtne rs  needs to  be 
held accoun tab le  and  a n ­
sw erab le  fo r every  scam , 
inc lu d in g  the  rice  scam , 
p ow er scam , the in fam ous 
co llap se  o f  the  S ta te  A s­
sem bly  dom e , the  m isap ­
p rop riation  o f  an official 
build ing  cons true! ion fund 
by an  A IG  rank o flic c r o f  
the Police D epartm ent and  
p e rhaps m ore  tha t a rc  yet 
to  surface .

T he M D A  G overnm ent 
h a s  s in c e  i t s  in c e p tio n  
a llow ed illegal coal m in ­
in g  a n d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  
b c c a u s c  th e  im p o r ta n t  
m em bers o f  the  N PP and 
U D P a rc  them se lves coal 
m ine  ow ners. In D ecem ­
b e r  2 0 1 8 , n in e  m o n th s  
a f te r  th e  M D A  assu m e d  
p o w er  the  K san  M in in g  
tragedy  tha t c la im ed  som e  
15 liv e s  h a p p en e d . This 
had  c re a te d  n a tional and  
in te r n a t io n a l  h e a d lin e s  
w ith the  navy d iv e rs  c o m ­
ing in to  try  a nd  rescue  the 
trapped  m ine rs  but to no 
a vail. T h e  M D A  g overn ­
m ent. w h ich  inc ludes a ll 
its p a rtn e rs  a n d  no t ju s t 
the NPP, have n ever callcd 
o u t the  illega l m in in g  o f  
c o a l a n d  its  t r a n s p o r ta ­
tion . O n the  con tra ry  the 
G overnm en t w as the  c h ie f 
fac ilita to r a nd  the  po lice  
w e re  u se d  to  f a c i l i t a te  
the passage  o f  coal bear­
ing trucks. A  full-fledged 
m oney  co llcc tion  m ach in ­
e ry  w as  in  p lace . T he m ine 
ow ners  had to  p ay  a t least

scheming, the greater power 
he seems to wield. The ques­
tion is not really about what 
they can do for the state and 
its  peop le , but how  they 
can m anipulate everything 
to  hold on  to  the ir  pow er 
and enhance it. For many 
politicians here in this *‘Ri 
T ip-B riew  T ip -B lc i" . the 
uppermost goal seems to be 
to get to  the top as fast as 
possible. I lencc they scheme
and plot with great ingenu­
ity; they make statements, 
retract them, and say they 
were misunderstood or taken 
ou t o f  context even w hen 
things are on public record. 
They reason to themselves 
and sometim es even to their 
people that they have had to 
spend a lot o f  money to win 
ihe clcctions. and the least 
they can do is lo gel it back 
and have some more to fight 
the next eleclion. It is sad 
but true!

Having worked with poli­
ticians for the past 20 years. 
I also understand how these 
“ leaders" prom ptly decide 
on an issue without thinking 
w hether it w ould help the 
sta te  to  m ake progress or 
not. C hief Minister Conrad 
K Sangm a on  January 11 
questioned the failure o f  the 
then M ukul-lcd Congress 
governm ent in  addressing 
the unemployment problem 
faced by the youth o f  the 
state and said wearing the 
A1TC jersey will not make 
people forget that they arc 
the same players. His com­
ments came soon after the 
Labour Department received 
a letter from ’Ka Sur Ki Sam-

Rs 90 .0 0 0  for e very  truck 
tha t w as allow ed  rite s o f  
passage . Even today  there 
a rc  coal truc<s passing  on 
th e  h ighw ay v ia  A ssam . 
The N G  l and the M eg ha­
laya High Court h ave  been 
a l pa ins lo  stop th is  sm ug­
g lin g  bu t ihe c o a l trade  
is so  lu c ra tiv e  tha t coal 
m ine  ow ners  a rc  w illing  
to  take  a ll  the risks. T h is  
has be en  a  defin ing  saga  
o f  the M D A  governm ent. 
A ll i ts  c la im s o f  hav ing  
a ch ieved  ou tstanding  self- 
assessed  m arks in A gricu l­
ture, H ealth , E m ploym ent 
th rough  en trep reneu rsh ip  
ct a l have  paicd in to  insig ­
nificance w hen law  and  o r­
d e r  have  taken a  nosed ive. 
H ow  c an  any G overnm ent 
a llo w  ille g a lity  o f  such  
a  d e g re e  and u se  a  law  
e n fo rc ing  agency to  bend 
the  law. A nd m ind  you oil 
the  pa rties inc lud ing  p res ­
su re  g roups are pa rt o f th c  
la rg e sse  c o lle c te d  from  
ille g a l c o a l  m in in g . So  
the  c la im s o f  these  g roups 
tha t they  will d ie  for the ir 
people  is  a  let o f  bunkum ! 
T h ere ’s a  saying - N o one 
is a s  b lind  &  the o ne  w ho 
re fu se s  to  sec. S o  p re s ­
sure  g roups arc paid to  zip  
the ir  m ouths. T hose  o f  us 
w ho  have w atched  these  
g roups for decades know  
w hy they pick a nd  ch oose  
issues.

M a n y  h a v e  p o in te d  
o u t  th e  p a th e tic  h u m a n  
d c v c lo p m c r t in d ic es . It 
on ly  takes a  v isit to  rural 
M e g h a la y a  to  s e e  th a t 
‘d e v e lo p m e n t’ is  a  w ord  
t h a t 's  f o re ig n  to  th e m . 
W om en seem  to  d o  on ly  
one  th ing  -  g iv e  birth  to  
bab ies and  leave the  future 
o f  th o se  bab ies  in to  the 
ha n d s o f  G od. S o -c allcd  
health  and  fam ily w elfare  
ou treach  by the S tate seem  
to  have m issed the  m ark. 
In rural M eghalaya, family 
p lann ing  is a taboo  w ord. 
A t the r isk o fb e in g  repe ti­
tive , m aternal and  in fan t
m o r ta lity  arc b o th  h igh  
a n d  p e o p le  ta k e  th is  a s  
inev itab le  -  a hand  o f  fate. 
Poverty  is all lo o  ev ident 
and  land lcssncss has  been 
a  m a tte r  o f  grave  concern  
but ne ither t ie  M D A  G o v ­
e rnm ent no r its  p redeces­
so rs  h ave  had th e  m oral 
fibre to  speak o f  a  cad a s­
tral survey. So  afra id  arc 
po litic ian s o fb e in g  found 
o u t how  many hecta res o f  
land  they  o.vn tha t they  
w ould  no t even enterta in  
tha t sub jec t. E veryw here  
one  trave ls  but especially  
in Ri B hoi d istric t la rge

la Wad Kam (Voice o f  the 
Unemployed Youth) listing a 
scries o f  demands which in ­
cluded the foimulalion ofthc  
F.mploymcnt Policy among 
o th e rs . T he le tte r  w hich  
w as attached to a live bullet 
warned both tlx; past, present 
and future government with 
d ire  conscq tenccs i f  their 
dem ands arc not met. The 
High Court o f  Meghalaya, 
the Shillong Press Club and 
others a lso  reported about 
receiving a similar letter. It 
is  evident tint each year a 
great numbcrof jo b  aspirants 
in the sta te  fall v ictim  to 
one o f  the many varieties o f  
fraudulent schemes. People 
like Sakct Gokhalc and Ab- 
hishek Bancrjcc may offer a 
"great deal” that "won't be 
available tomorrow," o r the 
opportunity that is "too good 
to pass up" but the old say­
ing "better safe than sorry" 
should remind the youth o f  
the possib il tics o f  be ing  
misled. For row  it is better 
to  treat any TM C offer o f  
a "wonderful opportunity" 
w ith a great deal o f  skepti­
cism. I f  the ’deal" will not 
be available tomorrow, then 
it probably is not much o f  a 
deal, bccausc any reputable 
“business" w il  allow you the 
opportunity to shop around 
and compare prices.

P o litic s  in M eghalaya  
truly is  sinking low er and 
low er by the day; but arc 
C hurches here any better? 
Personal rat *aces arc  com ­
mon in many churches and 
C h r is t ia n  o rg a n iz a t io n s  
here in ihe Christian Suite, 
W hether it is  to become the

chunks o f  land a rc  now  in 
the possession  o f th c  urban 
e lite  from  Sh illong . T here  
is no  c on tro l o r  regula tion  
o v e r  sa le  o f  land . C o m ­
m u n ity  la n d  is  a  s c a rc e  
c om m od ity  today  but no  
po litic ian  w ill e v e r  raise  
th is issue!

T his, in fact, is M egha­
laya 's g rea t c o v cr  up  that 
needs to be exposed . Since 
w c have new  en tra n ts  into 
the e lec to ra l field such as 
th e  V oice  o f  th e  P e o p le  
P a r ty  (V P P )  a n d  K A M  
M eghalaya, I a m  s tra in ing  
m y cars  to  hear them  rake  
up th is  m a tte r, w h ic h  i f  
b ru shed  under the  a lready  
ro tten  c arpet w ill b low  up 
on  o u r  f a c c s  b c c a u sc  it 
w ill leave  a  good  chunk  o f  
M e g h a la y a 's  in d ig e n o u s 
popu la tion  lan d less . It is 
not w ithout reason tha t BB 
L yngdoh, a  sta tesm an who 
n e v e r  m a d e  a n y  m o n e y  
in his en tire  po litica l ca ­
ree r. w an ted  a  c ad a s tra l 
su rv ey  to  be co n d u c te d . 
A las! O th e r  sho rt-sigh ted  
po liticians shot dow n  his 
p roposal repeated ly  w ith ­
ou t g iv in g  c o g en t reasons 
for the ir  opposition .

T here  is no  d oub t a t all 
that the M D A  G overnm ent 
has b een ab le  to  b ring  se v ­
eral schem es w hich  w ere 
generously  funded  by the 
N D A  G o vernm en t at the 
C e n tre  s in c e  the  B JP  is 
part o f  the coalition . T he 
question  is w h e th e r these  
schem es have been m o n i­
to red  and  e v a lu a ted  and  
w h o  is  d o in g  tha t?  W hy 
d o c s the  c en tra l g o v e rn ­
m en t no t k e ep  a ta b  on 
th e s e  c e n t r a l ly  fu n d e d  
sch em es?  W hy a rc  tim e­
lines not adhered  to? Kircn 
R ijiju a s  the  ju n io r  m in is ­
ter in  the  H om e Ministry- 
c a m e  to  D aw k i in  2017  
and assured  that the Centre  
w ould  assist in  expansion  
o f  th e  S h i l lo n g - D a w k i 
h ighw ay. T w o  y e a rs  a g o  
the  N H IIX .'L  cam e  in to 
s ta rt the  p ro ce ss  bu t the
p ro je c t h a s  b e e n  a b a n ­
doned  fo r now . It is  learn t 
tha t the  con trac to r found 
th e  p r o je c t  n o n - v ia b l e  
s in c e  e x to r t io n  is  a t an  
a ll-tim e  h igh . I f  the State 
G overnm ent cannot assure  
safe  passage  for a  na tio n ­
al c o n s tru c tio n  com p an y  
then the  s ta te  has no  righ t 
to  d e v e lo p m e n t fu n d s . 
A nd the C entral G o v ern ­
m ent is  con ip lic it a s w ell 
fo r  no t ta k in g  s to c k  o f  
these  p ro jec ts. O nly  now  
a rc  c cn tra l m in iste rs  c o m ­
ing in to  evalua te  the  Jal 
Jccvan  M ission  schcm c.

b ishop , com m ittee  c h a ir ­
man, senior pastor or general 
secretary, scheming follows 
ways that arc tragically simi­
lar to  politics or the sccular 
w orkplace. M any leaders 
arc more interested in  mak­
ing a name for themselves 
a nd  le av in g  m o num en ts  
behind them than in serving 
others for which Christ has 
commissioned them. Many 
others arc even siphoning o ff 
project funds into their w al­
lets. It is a sad but common­
place fact that numbers arc 
often manipulated in order to 
impress the donors, without 
any qualms about truth.

Instead o f  Christians in­
fluencing the world for the 
better, the w orld has been 
influencing C hristians for 
the worse. The example o f  
James and John along with 
the ir  m other jo s t lin g  fo r 
position in  Je su s ' com ing 
kingdom shows us that mere 
acquaintance with Jesus is 
not enough to transform our 
lives from living for ou r­
selves toliving forChrist. We 
need to be ‘born again ' and 
’become like little children' 
before wc can understand or 
participate in the working o f  
the kingdom o f  G od. T his 
would become easier for us if  
we keep before our eyes that 
world that is to com e rather 
than this present wxirld.

The apostle Paul is not 
ju s t the a u th o r  o f  m any 
books o f  the Bible and mis­
sionary leader o f  the early 
church, but he has left us an 
outstanding example o f  per­
sonal life and work. He was 
so gripped o f  the fact that as

I f  th e r e  is  o n e  a re a  
w here  the  M D A  G o v ern ­
m en t is  w ea k est it is  in 
e n v iro n m en ta l c o n se rv a ­
t io n .  A n y o n e  c a n  s ta r t 
q u a rry in g  a n y w h e re . In 
the  upper r e a d ie s  o f  the  
U m k h c n  R iv e r  is  a  o ne  
o f  several q ua rrie s  o w ned  
by a  m in is te r  in the  M D A . 
T h e  U m khcn  used  to  su p ­
p ly  w ater to  thousands o f  
h o u se h o ld s  a t o n e  tim e. 
N ow  it is  a  poo r shadow  
o f  i t s e l f  h a v in g  tu rn e d  
in to  a  d ra in . T h e  A ssam  
R egim enta l C entre too  has 
cncroachcd  into its  ban ks 
ev en  w hile  the  vendo rs  in 
the  a rea  dum p  a ll the ir  gar­
bage  in to  the  river. N o one  
rea lly  k now s w hat the  W a­
te r  R esou rces D epartm ent 
is up to  i f  it c annot reclaim  
th e se  r iv e r s . In M e g h a ­
la y a . d e p a r tm e n ts  w o rk  
in  silos. H cncc  the  PH E D  
a nd  W ater R esources d e ­
partm ent function a t cros3 
purposes a nd  d o n ’t ta lk  lo  
cach  o ther. M eanw h ile  the 
Fo rest D epartm ent keeps 
c o m in g  up w ith  r e g u la ­
tio n s ga lo re  w ithou t being  
in  the  least bo thered  about 
im p le m e n t in g  a  s in g le  
one . T h ere  is fo r instance 
a  ban  o n  charcoal p roduc­
tion  bccausc  th is  involves 
relen tle ss c u ttin g  do w n  o f  
trees. But th is trade  carries 
on  unabated  bccausc  there 
is  no  a lterna tive  em p lo y ­
m ent. A  trip  to  Jain tia  H ills 
w ill reveal the  num ber o f  
charcoal un its from  B arato 
onw ards. In E astern  West 
K hasi h ills a  few m inutes 
a w a y  from  th e  K y lla n g  
R o c k  th e re  a rc  s e v e ra l 
c h a rc o a l u n its  a n d  tree s  
a rc  felled m ercilessly . You 
w o n d e r  w h a t the  Fo rest 
D epartm en t s ta f f  arc paid 
fo r and  w hy they  a rc  even 
needed  i f  they  c annot stop  
th is  rap id  e n v ironm en ta l 
destruction .

P o l i t i c a l  o b s e r v e r s  
w o u ld  h ave  n o tic ed  tha t 
the  M in ister  fo r E nv iron ­
m en t and  F o rests  ha rd ly  
sp e a k s . H e p e rh a p s  b e ­
lieves in  a c tion  m ore than 
w ords. But w hat a rc  those 
ac tions?  T h a t is a  question  
tha t m ust be answ ered  by 
th e  M D A  G o v e rn m e n t.  
D ocs a  G overnm ent w hich 
c ares  a  d am n for the  e n v i­
ro n m en t a nd  has ha rd ly  
d o n e  a n y th in g  to  re ju v e ­
n a te  r iv e rs  in  its  5 -y ea r  
te rm , d e s e rv e  to  b e  r e ­
el cc ted?  E ven  the ban on 
s ing le  use  p lastic  bags is 
short-lived . F or those  w ith 
e n v iro n m e n ta l c o n c c rn s  
the  M D A  G overnm en t has 
be en  a  * n o n -p c rfo n n c r .' 
Period!

a blasphemer and persecutor 
he was forgiven that he no 
longer sought anything for 
himself. T he things in his 
life that people o f  the w orld 
w ould adm ire  he  counted 
as  dung. He sought to  live 
w ith a  clear conscience at all 
times and to keep a clear tes­
timony before G od and also 
before people. He was very 
clear in his mind that one day 
all o f  us w ould have to give 
an account o r  ourselves to 
God. These are some o f  the 
characteristics o f  those who 
arc genuinely w orking for 
the kingdom o f  God.

T h is  k ind  o f  tran s fo r­
m ation as a com m unity o f  
C h r is t ian s  in  M eghalaya  
needs not ju s t ind iv idual 
repentance, realignment o f  
goals, and change o f  think­
ing and  behavior, but also 
a change o f  the leadership 
mentality tow ards working 
for promoting these changes 
in individuals and organiza­
tions. O ur leaders need to 
dream big for the kingdom 
o f  God and His people, and 
make strategic and tactical 
plans to  achieve those goals. 
But we also need to keep in 
mind that scheming and de­
vising self-promoting plans 
belong to another kingdom.

Yours etc.
James O liver Lyngdoh.

S hillong- 8

A rt ic le s  and  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
au th o rs  and  not tha t o f  
The Shillong Times

It appears that nothing 
sho rt o f  a to ta l d is a s te r  
w ill convince authorities, 
especially jndcr the present 
governm ent, that reckless 
developm ent w ithout a d ­
dressing  environm ental or 
social issues, does not lead 
to  progress. T he u n fo ld ­
ing tragedy in Joshim ath, 
considcroc a  holy tow n for 
being  the  ga tew ay to  the 
hill sh rine  o f  B ad rinath , 
is but the latest in a  long 
se ries  o f  d isasters in the 
U tta ra k h an d  H im a la y a s  
c a u se d  by u n re s t ra in e d  
construction, infrastructure 
and  urbanisation in  these 
frag ile  m ounta ins. T hese  
human-iiKuccd calam ities, 
in the western H im alayas 
in H imachal Pradesh and 
UtUtrakhaad. have been in 
the recent past. cxaecrhatcd 
by the  effects o f  hum an- 
in d u c ed  c lim a te  c h an g e  
like extrem e rainfall lead­
ing  to  floods, lan d slid es  
and so on.

Joshim ath. a t an a ltitude 
o f  6000 feet has now been 
hadly hit t>y land subsid­
ence  i.e .. s in k in g  o f  the 
land, causing large cracks 
and  structural dam age  o f  
roads, buildings and other 
in f ra s tru c tu re  a ffe c tin g  
a lm o s t a  q u a r te r  o f  the  
tow n . O v er 720  h o u se s

have so far been assessed 
a s se v e re ly  d a m ag e d  in 
four badly affected /ones, 
and 89 buildings including 
residences and  hotels have 
been earmarked for im m e­
d ia te  dem olition a s being 
unsafe for inliabitants and 
for nearby buildings. Sev­
era l hundred  inhab itan ts  
have been shifted to  safer 
locations, while others are 
aw a iting  sim ilar arrange­
ments.

M eanw hile aftcctcd  in­
habitants o f Joshim ath are 
up in arms a t the destruc­
tion o f  their tow n despite 
repeated earlier w arnings, 
a nd  a t the c a su a l m a n ­
ne r in  w hich the  d is tric t 
ad m in is tra tio n , the  s ta te  
governm ent and  even  the
ccntral government has ap ­
proached tic  disaster. Their 
approach r  one o f  dealing 
with the inm cdia tc  p rob ­
lem o f  damaged buildings 
through evacuation, com ­
pensation  and  sh ifting  to 
tem porary shelters, adding 
to the long list o f  “devel­
opm ent refugees" in India 
w h ere  peop le  lo se  th e ir  
hom es, savings and liveli­
hoods w h ile  c o n tra c to rs  
and  com m ercial ventures 
reap the harvest o f  dcstm c- 
tivc dcvclcpment. A ll those 
aOected by  the Joshim ath 
d isaster, w ho a rc  v ictim s 
o f  w ilfu l g o v e rn m e n ta l 
negligence, m ust be  fully 
rehabilitated and given due 
compensation imm ediately 
so  that they too do not have 
to w ait inccfinitcly as sup­
plicants for w hat is  due  to 
them. However, the longer- 
term  issue o f  on-going and 
co n tin u in g  c o n s tru c tio n  
activities related to roads, 
hydro-electric projects and 
h a p h az a rd  u rb a n is a tio n  
w ithout taking in to  c o n ­
sideration  the fragility  o f  
the  m ounta in  e co sy stem  
and its vuiacrabilitics. must 
also b e  adcrcsscd. W hereas 
decisions regarding im m e­
d ia te  response  m e asu re s  
in  th e  a fte rm a th  o f  the  
Jo sh im atb  d is a s te r  w ere  
taken at a  m eeting o f  state 
and  c cn tra l g o v e rn m e n t 
officials, the N ational Di­
sa s te r  M anagem en t A u ­
thority. Geological Survey 
o f  India, and the N ational 
I n s titu te  o f  H y d ro lo g y , 
num erous e a r lie r  repo rts  
by these  very institutions 
and the Wadi a  Institute o f  
I lim alayar G eology raising 
danger signals have been

ignored. Study reports by 
these institutions, including 
high-pow ered com m ittees 
set up b y  the state govern­
m en t d a tin g  back  to  the 
fam ous MC' M ishra C om ­
m ittee report o f  around 50 
ycarsago . and other experts 
have  underlined  the gco- 
morphological. geological 
am i seismic fragility o f th c  
region and the consequent 
dangers o f  m ajor construc­
tion activities.

T h e s e  e x p e r t s  h a v e  
pointed out that Joshim ath. 
and  m any o the r tow ns in 
the region, have been built 
o v e r  very  w eak a n d  u n ­
stab le  soil and  stone sub­
stra te  consisting  o f  loose 
m a te r ia l le f t b e h in d  by 
glacial m ovem ent and  e ar­
lier landslides. T his lim its 
th e  c arry in g  c ap a c ity  o f  
se ttle m e n ts  w h ich  have, 
how ever, g row n  hap h az ­
ard ly  and to  over-burdcncd 
size  in  te rm s o f  residents 
and  increasing num bers o f  
tourists. T he region is c las­
sified  a s  seism ic Zonc-V, 
the h ighest level o f  vulner­
ability  to  earthquakes and 
seism ic activity, which can 
be  exacerbated  by  heavy 
construction  activ ity  such 
a s  b lasting and tunnelling 
a s  done in  the area. B lock­
age  o f  natural drainage by

poorly  planned  construc ­
tion can  a lso  cause  insta­
bility  and cxaccit>atc land­
slides. A s a  result, satellite 
da ta  reveal that Joshim ath 
has been sinking a t a rate o f  
6.5cm  per year.

T h e  c h ie f  m in is te r  o f  
the B JP governm ent o f  Ut­
tarakhand. Pushkar Singh 
D ham i. has m islead ing ly  
described this as a  “ na tu ­
ral d isaster" w hile, on  the 
o th e r  h a n d , c o n s tru c tio n  
a c tiv i tie s  a t the  N T P C 's  
Tapovan-V ishnugarh "run 
o f  the river" hydel project, 
w hose  tunnelling work has 
been undertaken elose to the 
tow n, and  the  Joshim ath- 
B adrinath  highw ay, have 
been halted in response to 
local anger. B lasting  has 
been prohibited in  th c a a 'a , 
bu t lo e a ls  h a v e  p o in te d  
to  s ig n -b o a rd s  a n n o u n c ­
ing schedules for b lasting 
in  d if fe ren t con stru ctio n  
pockets. Even now. despite 
th e  ban  on  c o n s tru c tio n , 
TV  channels have reported 
that, in the absence  o f  any 
m onitoring , som e sort o f  
c o n s tru c t io n  a c t iv i ty  is 
tak ing  p lace  in  the  area. 
T his total lack o f  regulation 
and  en forcem ent is c h ar­
acteristic  o f  infrastructure 
construction in  the region. 
T h e  fam ous C 'har D ham  
H ig h w ay  lin k in g  m a jo r 
religious s ites w as allow ed 
by the Suprem e C ourt to  
be  w idened  a nd  p roceed  
unhindered, with no  regula­
tion imposed. Joshim ath is 
today paying the price  for 
th is "developm ent a t any  
cost"  approach.

It is l ikely that other parts 
o f  Joshim ath tow n will also 
suffer from  subsidence in 
m onths and  years to come. 
O ther tow ns and  locations 
in the region arc a lso  sim i­
larly vulnerable. The valley 
tow n o f  R udraprayag has 
a lready  reported  cases o f  
m ajor c racks in residences 
and  o the r buildings.

It is c lear that, w hatever 
m easures a rc  taken to  tack­
le  the cu rren t Jo sh im ath  
disaster, a  com prehensive 
rev iew  is  requ ired  o f  in ­
frastructure and other con­
struc tion  a ctiv itie s in  the 
fragile w estern Himalayan 
region. W hat is required is 
a  w ell conceived pathw ay 
tow ards env ironm en ta lly  
s e n s i t iv e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
m in im ising  harm  to local 
residents and  visitors. (/PA  
Service)
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Governors vs CMs: Raj 
Bhavan must know its limits

“ There ere no secrets that time Joes 
not reveal. ”

—  Je a n  R acine

T h e  S h illo n g  T im e s
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No state policy on environm ent
POLITICIANSand citi/.cns speak of everything but 
the environment. Yet what has happened at Joshi- 
math in Uttarakhand where land is sinking at several 
parts due to human-induced activities should create 
some tremors in Meghalaya too. One o f the reasons 
for the land subsidence is the reckless destruction 
o f aquifers \vhi:h then flood the downstream areas 
and cause loss of lives and property. In Meghalaya, 
there is no respect for environmental regulations 
and bodies created for assessing the environmental 
feasibility o f a project are there just to facilitate min­
ing o f  coal, limestone, stone and sand quarrying etc.. 
not to curb these activities. The alibi given is that 
these are traditional livelihoods and hence stopping 
them without providing alternative employment is 
not tenable. If the governments past and present 
had engaged enough on this issue and recognised 
the environmental concerns that threaten our long 
term water availability and stability, by now alter­
native sources of income would have been created. 
Alas! All governments have only a five-year plan 
and don't care ’.vhat happens thereafter. This short­
sightedness wil cause major environmental impacts 
in Meghalaya.

Vast stretchcs o f what was oncc forests have 
been denuded. This is visible on the way to Smit, 
Mawkynrcw, Mawlngot and on the road to both East 
and West Jaintia Hills and West Khasi Hills too. It’s 
the same story in the Garo Hills. Politicians have 
either capitulated to the sand banking, quarrying and 
mining lobbies or are part o f the caucus themselves. 
Most rivers in Meghalaya have become sluggish 
drains loaded with garbage but no one loses sleep 
over this. The Meghalaya State Pollution Control 
Board (MSPCB) is just an office clearing files that 
give a free-for-all to mining lobbies. They have never 
once taken any action to try and awaken communi­
ties to care for tlieir rivets. Surely they have enough 
wherewithal fo* consistent awareness programmes 
and also the mandate to take action against polluters. 
Why has not a single action been initiated by the 
MSPCB? Is it because therc is a nexus between this 
institution and those who are hell bent on destroying 
the environment for minting money?

The Forest Department too is an apathetic on­
looker to the slow death of forests on account of 
charcoal production by the hundreds o f tonnes daily. 
The three district councils too have never been held 
accountable for the rapid destruction o f forest which 
they claim is under their watch. Incidentally the 
rivers too arc under the custodianship of the district 
councils. But when has the Forest Department and 
the district councils last had a joint strategy to con­
serve our dwindling forests. Will any political party 
care to include the environment in their manifesto 
even if  it is not a sexy agenda?

By Rajdeep Surdesui

N ow  T chri. M usso rie  c rum ble

Apathy sinks 
Himalayas

By Shivaji Sarkar

N eeded a 
single-party  
governm ent
Editor
Further to  my letter under 

th e  c ap tio n  ‘C hange  d e ­
mands hard w ork' (ST Dec 
3 1. 2022). w c all arc aware 
that a strong  government 
requ ire s  a pow erful head 
o f  the State. Presently, w e 
have such a d ispensa tion  
in the Central Government 
w here  the  Prim e M inister 
is very powerful. He is ca­
pable o f  taking hard deci­
sions. capable o f  removing 
his subordinate ministers if  
they do  not deliver to  their 
optim um capacity o r fail to 
meet the public aspirations. 
T his is possible because the 
central government is gov­
erned under a single party, 
an absolute majority ruling 
party.

In contrast, in our state, 
wc have a coalition govern­
ment, where no single politi­
cal party  is in the majority 
to  form a government o f  its 
own. A s a result, the leader o f  
the party leading tic  govern­
ment has to  depend largely 
on the  will and wishes o f  
the parties supporting it. The 
CM cannot take effective/ 
corrective action against any 
o f  his subordinate ministers, 
esp ec ia lly  those  from  the 
coalition partners. Through­
out his tenure a s a CM . he 
is app rehensive  about the 
fall o f  h is government and 
therefore has to always ap ­
pease  h is  a llie s . We have 
experienced earlier as to how 
our government was toppled 
several tim es in \ single 5 
years span, probably becausc 
the CM then could not please

all at a ll times. So. one can 
imagine how difficult it is for 
a C'M to run the administra­
tion in a coalition dispensa­
tion. In such a scenario how 
can  wc expect a decis ive  
and result-producing head 
o f  the state.

T hus, in o rder to  avoid 
such a bitter experience o f  
h a v in g  a  w eak  c o a lit io n  
government, it is necessary 
that w e bring a single party 
to  pow er. T his is  possible 
only w hen w e cast our votes 
for such a candidate, in our 
resp e ctiv e  c o n s titu e n c ies  
w ho is from the party having 
a  pan-state presence and also 
has contested  an adequate  
num ber o f  assem bly  e lec­
tions and  w hich is capable 
o f  form ing a s ing le  party  
government.

Yours ctc..
K Chcttri 

Shillong -2

A well-tim ed  
answ er

Editor,
A b ig  th a n k  y o u  M r 

C harles Pyngropc for hav­
ing brushed aside  a ll the 
angles o f  xenophobia against 
Bengalis. From the Siachcn 
g la c ie rs  to  K anyakun ia ri 
from Tripura toG ujarat, BJP 
could look at the vast land 
that belongs to it. But 2000 
km  South  F a s t lie s  W est 
Bengal and there the hinge o f  
fate has turned. Four months 
o f  cam paign by three BJP 
stalwarts ended tip in smoke. 
The CAA is defeated. The in­
ju red  tigress had fought back 
and Mundcrbans tigress arc 
w orld renow ned like those 
o f  Kumaon.

A nd look a t a ll leading

In  a  n a t io n a l  c a p i ta l  
w ith  the  m ax im um  n um ­
b e r  o f  p o lit ic a l V V IP s. 
he re  Is a n  in trig u in g  q u e s­
tion: w h o  is  the  B ig  B oss 
o f  D elh i?  Is it the  un ion  
hom e m in istry  w hich  c o n ­
tro ls the  sp raw ling  U nion 
T errito ry  o f  D elh i?  Is it 
the  L ie u ten a n t G o v ern o r  
a s a  rep rese n ta tiv e  o f  the  
C e n tre  w h o  is  the  f inal au ­
tho rity?  O r  is  it an  elec ted  
c h ie f  m in is te r  w h o  has the 
p o w e rs  to  ru n  th e  c i ty ?  
A m id s t le g a l  a m b ig u ity  
a nd  c s c a la t in g  p o lit ic a l 
conflict, there  a re  g row ing  
co n ce rn s  o v e r  the  hyper­
pa rtisan  ro le  be in g  p layed  
by n o n -c lc c tc d  c o n s titu ­
tional functionaries  re s id ­
in g  in  p lu sh  R aj B havans 
a cro ss  the  country .

T h e  m o st rcccn t exam ­
p le  in D elh i o f  the  s tand  
o f t' b e tw ee n  the  L ie u ten ­
an t G o v ern o r  V K  Saxena  
and  c h ie f  m in is te r  A rvind 
K cjrivval is  the  fracas o v e r  
th e  im p o r ta n t  M a y o ra l  
e lec tion  for the  c ity . T he 
LG u n ila te ra lly  nom ina tes 
h is ‘a lderm en" (nom ina ted  
m em b ers) to  Ihe M un ic i­
pal C o rp o ra tio n  o f  D el­
hi (M C D )  a n d  d e c id e s  
on  a  p res id in g  o ffice r  o f  
h is  c h o ice  b y p a ss in g  th e  
e lec ted  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t, 
lead ing  to  to ta l pan d em o ­
n iu m  in  th e  c iv ic  b o d y  
be tw een  th e  A am  A adm i 
pa rty  and  B JP councillo rs , 
e v en tua lly  resu ltin g  in  the  
m ayo ra l e lec tio n  process  
be in g  stalled.

S e v e ra l c h a rg e s  h a v e  
been  e x ch a n g ed  b y  bo th  
s id e s  o f  w h ic h  th e  m ost 
s e r io u s  is  q u i te  s im p ly  
th is : is  th e  L G  a c tin g  as 
a neu tra l um p ire  be tw een  
th e  c o m p e tin g  p o li t ic a l  
fo rces o r  is  he  a  tw e lfth  
m an  p la y in g  fo r o n e  s id e  
by  u s u rp in g  th e  p o w ers  
o f  a n  e le c te d  g o v e r n ­
m e n t in  a  m a n n e r  th a t  
rende rs  the  K ejriw a l gov ­
ernm en t a lm o st irrelevan t, 
i f  no t im po ten t?  U nder the  
G o v ern m e n t o f  N a tio n a l 
C apita l T errito ry  o f  D elhi 
(G N C T D ) A ct 1992. th e  
LG is expec ted  to  ac t on 
the  a id  and  a d v ise  o f  the 
council o f  m in iste rs  e x ­
cep t in  m a tte rs  o f  po licc. 
pub lic  o rd e r  a nd  land. T he 
conccp t o f  a g o v e rn o r  a c t­
ing  on the  'a id  a nd  a d v ise ' 
o f  c o u n c il o f  m in is te rs  
m eans tha t e x ecu tive  po w ­
e rs  is v e sted  in the elec ted  
governm en t and  no t in  an 
unc lec ted  LG . A n y  o th e r  
in te rp re ta t io n  s h o u ld  be

institutions. Wc a re  g ra te ­
ful to  all our teachers from 
Dacca, Jadavpu r and  C a l­
cutta w ho w ere torch bear­
ers o f  education  and  with 
our K hasi-Jaintia and Garo 
teachers w e got Shillong as 
the educational hub o f  the 
North Fast. O f  course. we 
will need to revive this place 
o f  pride in course o f  time.

Yours etc., 
W. Passah 

Ex Hod electronics 
(St Fdm unds College) 

Shillong

On celebrating  
religious 
festivals

Fditor.
T h is  is  w ith  reference  

to w hat Salil G ewali wrote 
(ST  Jan . 13) on  the  m ode 
o f  celebration o f  important 
religious festivals. The moral 
issues he raised in his letter 
deserve attention and imple­
mentation. Such raising o f  
voices against the ev ils o f  
our society makes us aware 
o f  w hat w e are  doing  and 
what we ought not to do. Sad 
to say. that such w rite-ups in 
the form o f  articles and let­
ters in your esteemed daily 
do nothing more than make 
us feel guilty o f  what we are 
doing. But should not such 
guilt compel us to repent o f  
our evil deeds and help us 
resolve not to  commit such 
w rongs ag a in ?  W ell, that 
did not happen in the  days 
o f  Krishna and Arjuna. and 
is not happening today. This 
will go  on till G od Himself 
com es to  destroy  the evil 
and the  ev il doers in His 
tim e. Till then let us lend our

se e n  a s  a  c o n s titu t io n a l 
perve rsion .

H o w e v e r ,  in  M a rc h  
2 0 2 1 .  th e  B J P - m a jo r i-  
ty  p a r l i a m e n t  p u s h e d  
th ro u g h  a m e n d m e n ts  to  
th e  G N C T I)  A c t w h ic h  
have  effec tive ly  w h ittled  
do w n  th e  decision  m ak ing  
pow ers a n d  au tonom y o f  
the  e lec ted  sta te  g o v e rn ­
m e n t a n d  has g iv e n  the  
LG  su p e rv iso ry  p o w e rs  
o v e r  a lm o st a ny  decis ion  
taken  by  th e  sta te  c ab ine t. 
T h e  am endm en ts say that 
th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  the  
C ap ita l T errito ry  o f  D el­
hi m e an s  the L ie u ten a n t 
G o v ern o r-A d m in is tra to r , 
a  d e tln itio n .il  s le ig h t o f  
hand  tha t a llow s a n  LG  to 
by p a ss  th e  Mate g o v e rn ­
m en t at h is  d iscretion .

W hich  is  exac tly  w hat 
has h a p pened  e v e r  s ince  
M r S a x e n a  .ook o v e r  a s 
LO  in M a y  last year. O n  
a lm o s t  e v e ry  is s u e ,  h e  
se em s to  be  engaged  in  a

h e ad  o n  pub lic  c o llis io n  
w ith  the  K ejriw al g o v e rn ­
m ent. v irtua lly  tak ing  ove r 
th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  fu n c ­
tion ing  o f  the sta te  cap ita l. 
T h e  reporting  stru c tu re  o f  
th e  b u rea u crac y  a p p ea rs  
now  to be d irec tly  to  the 
L G  office , o ften  s id e s te p ­
p ing  the ch ie l'n iin is tcr  and 
h is  c ab in e t. T h a t a th ree  
tim e e lec ted  c h ie f  m in is­
ter tw ic e  with th um ping  
m ajorities should b e  su b ­
se rv ien t to  a n o n -c lec ted  
g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia l is  a 
trav e sty  o f  constitu tional 
de m ocracy : could  a nyone  
c o u n tc n a n c c  a  s i tu a t io n  
w here  tom orrow  the  P resi­
de n t o f  India w ere  to  d ic ­
ta te  te rm s  to  the  po litica l 
e x e c u tiv e  a t the  C e n tre ?  
H o w  d o e s  one  h o ld  the  
K ejriw al governm en t a c ­
c o u n ta b le  far  p ro m is e s  
m a d e  a t e lec tio n  tim e  i f  
h is  m in iste rs  a rc  rendered  
pow erle ss?

U nfortunately, for e igh t 
ye a rs  now , the c itiz en s  o f  
D elh i a re  caught in  th is u n ­
se em ly  political tu g  o f  w ar

sensitive c a n  to  the advice 
o f  people like Salil who give 
us unsolicited advice. Their 
desire to bring about a social 
change is conm cndable.

The law c f  the land and 
the truths found in the reli­
gious books and the police 
forec and the zood education 
in our society can do very 
little  i f  w c co not hum ble 
ourselves and surrender our 
a ll to  G od who a lone  can 
change  o u r  ivickcd heart. 
Let’s learn to  live for others 
a s w e live foi ourselves. We 
need to  use our sacriticial 
love (which God has already 
given us) and only then will 
we find the desired change in 
our socicty tin t noble people 
like Salil arc d iking about in 
their writings.

Yours etc..
Omar Luther King, 

Delhi-34

Undesirable  
statem ent o f  

RSS ch ief
Fditor.
A ny statement m ade by 

the RSS chief carries weight 
and cannot be ignored as we 
had seen the im pact o f  the 
statem ent in Bihar assem bly 
e lec tions. D uring the  last 
assem bly election in Bihar 
the R SS eh  c f  h ad  m ade 
the statcmcni on review  o f  
reservation policy. D ue to  
this one  statem ent the BJP 
lost the assembly elections. 
M ulayani Siogh con finned 
in the Lok Sabha that due 
to  one  statement o f  Mohan 
B hagw di BJP lost the  a s ­
sembly elections in Bihar. So 
whatever stattm cnt is made 
has its ow n vcightagc. The

b e tw een  a  d o m in a n t M odi 
g o v e rn m e n t a t the  C en tre  
a nd  a de fian t K ejriw a l re ­
g im e  in  D elh i. A s the  s ta te  
and  c iv ic  b o d y  e lec tio n s  
have show n. K ejriw al has 
e m e rg e d  a s  D e lh i’s nc ta  
n u m b e r o n e , th e  A A P hav ­
ing  bu ilt a  s tro n g  connec t 
a t the  local m oha lla  level. 
T he A A P ’s  po litica l ideas 
a n d  s ty le  o f  function ing  
c an  be  c o n tes ted  but the 
p o p u la rity  o f  its  le ad e r­
sh ip  is  u n d e n ia b le .  T h e  
B JP  h a s  b e en  u n a b le  to  
com bat K c jriw a l's  appeal 
desp ite  fre q u en t ch an g e s  
in  its  s ta te  lead e rsh ip . A 
p o l i t ic a l ly  p a r t i s a n  LG  
seem s to  b e  the re fo re  the 
o n ly  p loy  to  cu t th e  A A P 
lead e rsh ip  to  s ize .

T h is  m isuse  o f  c onstitu ­
tiona l functionaries  is not 
un ique  to  D elh i e ith e r  but 
is  p a rt o f  a c lea r  em erg ing  
pa ttern  lluti lias om in o u s 
p o rten ts  for e lec ted  g o v ­
e rn m en ts  and  dem ocratic

p r o c e s s e s .  A c r o s s  th e  
c o un try , o p p o s it io n  s ta te  
g o v e rn m e n ts  f ind  th e m ­
se lv e s  in  th e  c ro s s -h a irs  
o f  R aj B havans a c tin g  as 
po litica l p a rtisans instead  
o f  unb iased  gu a rd ia n s o f  
the  constitu tion .

T h e  u n p receden ted  a c ­
tio n  th is  w e e k  o f  T am il 
N adu  governo r. RN Ravi 
in  de liv e rin g  a  sp eech  that 
dev ia ted  from  an  a pproved  
te x t a n d  th e n  s ta g in g  a 
w a lk  ou t f ro m  th e  s ta te  
a ssem b ly  is  typ ica l o f  the  
to ta l  d is r e g a r d  fo r c o n ­
s t i tu t io n a l  c o n v e n tio n s .  
H ere  is a  g o v e rn o r  w ho  is 
s ittin g  on  b ills  and  m a k ­
in g  a se ries  o f  po litica lly  
lo a d e d  s ta te m e n ts ,  e v en  
c a llin g  for T am il N ad u 's  
na m e  to  b e  c h anged . I le  
is  no t a lo n e . In K e ra la , 
the  h igh -p ro file  gov e rn o r 
A ri f  M oham m ad  K han has 
be en  e n g ag e d  in  an open  
w ar  o f  w o rd s  w ith  c h ie f  
m inister. P inarayi V ijayan. 
In Punjab , the  governo r re ­
fused to  su m m o n  a  special 
session  o f  the  assem bly .

RSS will be com pleting  a 
hundred ycan> in 2025 and 
is at present running about 
60 .000  shakhas (daily  a s ­
semblies) which it intends to 
increase to  one lakh which is 
well night im possible. Such 
statements are meant to  gc*ar 
up the ir cadres at the ground 
level. It is also a false notion 
tha t w ith  the  inc re ase  o f  
RSS w orkers scats o f  BJP 
will a lso  increase becausc 
maximum RSS shakluis arc 
in Kerala yet there is only 
one MLA and no Lok Sabha 
iiiembci fioin lltcic..

T he RSS doesn ’t speak 
much, o r publicly so  when 
it docs the context is c ru ­
cial. The am b igu ities arc 
rife and  much can be lost 
in tran s la tio n . Sa rsangh - 
chalak  M ohan B hagw at's  
interview  to ed itors o f  the 
Panchjanya and  O rganiser, 
both RSS-aftiliatcd journals, 
is. therefore, a valuable peek 
into what lies at the heart and 
mind o f  the Sangh Parivar o f  
which India's ruling party is 
a member. It show s signs o f  
a softening, on the question 
o f  LGBTQ rights and free­
doms. But it a lso  fram es a 
dialling up o f  the divide on 
the Hindu-Muslim issue.

O n th e  f ir s t, th e  RSS 
chief" s comments. "W c have 
found a w ay to prov ide them 
( LG BT0 )  social acceptance. 
They arc also human beings 
having an inalienable right to 
live." Bhagw at’s statements 
now can be rcad as the RSS 
taking a sm all, significant 
step towards tolcrance o f  a 
sexual m inority  tha t faces 
popular discrimination. His 
statements about a "w ar for 
ove r 1000  years”  a re  d is ­
quieting for their portrayal 
o f  a society under siege and 
engaged in unceasing hostili-

In M ah arash tra , g o v e rn o r  
BS K oshiyari a fo rm er 
B JP  c h ie f  m in is te r  from  
U tta ra k h a n d  w a s  a c ­
c u se d  o f  a id in g  the  Sh iv  
S ena  rebe llion  by ru sh ing  
a h e a d  w ith  a  n e w  g o v ­
e rn m e n t fo rm atio n  w hile  
d i s r e g a r d in g  d e f e c t io n  
p e titio n s  p e n d in g  in  the  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  In  T c- 
la n g a n a . th e re  h a s  be en  
a  b r u is in g  tu g  o f  w a r  
be tw een  c h ie f  m in iste r  K 
C h a n d rash c k h ar R ao  and  
G o v ern o r  T am ilsa i Soun- 
d a ra jan . an o th er exam ple  
o f  a B JP  po litic ian  now  
res id in g  in  a  Raj Bhavan .

T h e  a r g u m e n t  th a t  
p rev io u s  g o v e rn m e n ts  at 
th e  C e n tre  have  rou tine ly  
m isu sed  R aj B havans w ill 
no t s tick  a n y  longer. R u b ­
b e r  s ta m p  g o v e rn o rs  be ­
in g  g u ilty  o f  a rb itra ri ly  
d ism is s in g  s ta te  g o v e rn ­
m e n ts  d u r in g  C o n g r e s s  
re g im e s  in  th e  p a s t c an  
be  no  ju stifica tion  fo r  gu ­
b e rn a to r ia l in te rv en tio n s  
tha t a rc  s o  b razen ly  po liti­
c a lly  a lig n ed . A rtic le  154 
(2 )  (a) in  the  constitu tio n  
says: ‘N o th ing  in th is  a r­
tic le  sh a ll be  d e e m e d  to  
tr a n s fe r  to  th e  G o v ern o r  
a n y  fu n c tio n s  c o n fe rre d  
by  a n y  e x is tin g  law  o r  any  
o th e r  au thority .*’ P lain ly , 
th e  co n s titu t io n  d o e s  not 
a l lo w  a  g o v e rn o r  o r  a n  
LG  to  a ssum e  a  ro le  that 
is co n fe rred  by c itiz cn s  on 
th e  c lec tcd  go v e rn m e n t o f  
the  s ta te . I f  the do m in e er­
in g  M od i g o v e rn m e n t at 
th e  C e n tre  is  u n w il l in g  
to  rec o g n ize  a n d  respect 
th is  d is tin c t separa tion  o f  
p ow ers , then  the  Suprem e 
C o u r t m ust send  it a  te ll­
in g  rem in d er  b e fo re  it is 
to o  la te.

Post-scrip t: Post-scrip t: 
B e tw een  2 0 1 9  a n d  2022 . 
J a g d e c p  D h a n k a r  w a s  
W e s t B e n g a l  g o v e r n o r  
w h ere  lie  w as engaged  in 
rep e a te d  a lte rc a tio n  w ith  
c h ie f  m in is te r  M am ta  B a- 
ne ijee . In A ugust last year. 
D h an k a r  w as  m o ved  ou t 
o f  K olkata  a n d  e leva ted  
to  V ic e - p r e s id e n t s h ip .  
A s a  D M K  spokesperson  
s a r c a s t i c a l l y  r e m a r k e d  
d u r in g  a  tv  d e b a te .  “ A 
p re c e d e n t h a s  b e e n  se t: 
o p e n ly  c h a lle n g in g  non - 
B JP  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n ts  is 
s een  a s  an  ach iev em en t for 
a  g o v e rn o r  w h ic h  b rin g s 
its  ow n rew ard s!"

(T h e  w r i te r  is  s e n io r  
j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  a u th o r . 
M ail: rqfdeepsan/esa l52(a  
g m ail.com )

1
ties within. His saying that 
it is ‘‘but natural for those at 
w ar to be aggressive.'' and 
talk o f  the “enem y within" 
can be  read as justification o f  
perilous niajoritarian asser­
tion in a diverse democracy. 
H is adv ice  to  M uslim s to 
"abandon  the ir  bo isterous 
rhetoric o f  supremacy’’ is un­
wise counsel from someone 
w ho speaks to the  majority 
com m unity from a position 
o f  great authority.

I f  h is war-like comments 
now  a re  seen  in  th e  c o n ­
text o f  next y e a r 's  general 
election, the augury o f  po­
larisation sccnis clear and 
disquieting. Bhagvvat should 
not turn the clock back on 
a fo rw a rd  m o v e m en t he 
th rew  h is  w eigh t beh ind . 
The sta tem ent a lso  show s 
the  R S S -B JP  u n e a s in e ss  
due  to  Bharat Jodo Yatra o f  
Rahul Gandhi which is get­
ting good response from the 
common masses. M oreover 
opposition parties are uniting 
against the BJP and in this 
regard on January 30 when 
this Bharat Jodo Yatra will 
culm inate a t Srinagar, 21 po­
litical parties will assemble 
to  show  their strength.

B JP is  a lre a d y  lo s in g  
g round on tw o param eters 
one  is O ld Pension Scheme 
(O PS) and  second is castc 
b a se d  c c n su s . A ssem b ly  
e lec tions o f  Karnataka are 
very crucial for B JP as it 
can make o r m ar the Party’s 
future.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the  view s o f  the w riters ' 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

Heaven is literally  fall­
in g  to  h um an  g re e d . It 
is  ju s t not Jo sh im ath  but 
even  Tehri G arhw al. Kar- 
n a p ra y a j .  a n d  M u sso r ie  
a rc  also sinking and  so  m ay 
b e  m any  o the r pa rts at the 
c re s t o f  the  U tta rakhand  
H im alayas. T he Rs 12,000 
c ro r c  C k a r  D h an i (C D ) 
a ll-w eather road  p ro jec ts  
s p u r r in g  r e a l- e s ta te  a re  
gobbling  up all.

L atest repo rts  say that 
the  earth  m overs a re  d ig ­
g ing  around Joshim ath and 
o th e r  areas ev en  a s  o v e r  
4 0 0 0  p e rsons h ave  been  
evacuated and m ost houses 
have crum bled. T ragedies 
d o  no t stop  th e  ro ad  to  
hell. In 2013. U ttarakhand 
governm ent had sought Rs 
21 ,000  c o re s  for ruthless 
r e c o n s tr u c t io n  p o s t th e  
Himalayan deluge. It seem s 
to  be the ca ta ly st fo r the 
present disaster.

T he Tehri distric t is  the 
latest to  "eport c racks and 
land  su b sid e n c e . A n I IT 
R oorkcc  team  is studying 
K arnaprayag . C harnba  in 
th e  T eh ri. a ro u n d  a  C D  
tunnelling: is the w orst hit 
w ith  h o n sc s  c ru m b lin g . 
S eepages a t Tehri dam  are 
com m on, reports S P  Rai o f  
N ational In stitu te  o f  H y­
drology. Mow a  road from 
M ana to  Lipulckh through 
se n s itiv e  h ill s  w ith  rare  
v irg in  forest is  the  latest 
danger.

In June 2013. a fte r  the 
K c d a rn a th  t r a g e d y  th is  
s c rib e  m en tioned  "In  a ll 
there  are  244  hydcl p ro j­
e cts  (IIF P )o f various sizes 
tha t a re  at va rious s tages 
o f  planning and  a rc  to  be  
c o n s tru c te d  in th e  s ta te . 
S om e o f  these  a re  a lready 
o n  stream. O thers a rc  co m ­
ing up. P anchesw ar dam  
being planned in  T anakpur 
is likely io be bigger than 
T eh ri and b ig g e s t in  In ­
d ia. Does that m ean m ore 
d isaste rs  arc  aw a iting  the 
region?"

U nfor.unately. it is  so. 
N obody I stened to  the cries 
o f  fo rm er m in is te r  U m a 
Bharati far not d islodging 
the image o f  p residing d e ­
ity. D har D evi before the 
June  IX, 2013 c loudburst. 
T h e  C A G  r e v ie w e d  42  
hydcl p rojects in 2009. It 
no ted  th;.t ove r 200 m ore 
p ro jec ts  w ere  com ing  up

alm o st a t ev ery  5 to  7 
kms. T heyeam ing  form ak- 
ing U ttarakhand the  "U tja  
P radesh"has led to reckless 
developm ent.

R a v i C h o p ra , fo rm er  
h e a d  o f  H ig h -P o w e re d  
C om m ittee  fo r C D  roads 
m e n tio n s  th a t a  b y p a s s  
around  Joshim ath w as op ­
posed by the tow nspeople. 
T h e  10-tie trc -vv ide  road  
a ll a round the state w eak­
ens the hills w ith digging, 
blasting, rem oval o f  green 
co vcr and aquifers.

P r i s t i n e  J o s h im a th  
th e  g a te w a y  to  h e av e n . 
S a to p a n ih . fro m  w h e re  
Y udhisth irw cnt to sw arga: 
the  pceif  o f  A di Sltanka- 
racharya; w in te r c am p  o f  
L ord  B adrinath. is  a s  per 
legend may be enunciating
the end  o f  an  era.

T he p jlic y  failu re  and  
grccd to generate thousands 
o f  c ro res o f  profits has led 
to  a  disaster evo lv ing  for 
d e ca d es  and hastened  by 
rapid activity o f  hydcl tun­
nelling. toad constructions 
and  puncturing aquifers ill- 
suited fo ra  delica te  fragile 
reg io n , the c ro w n  o f  the 
Indian subcontinent.

A n c ie n t w is d o m  o r ­
d a in e d  far le a s t a c tiv i ty  
a round  tenuous h ills tha t 
a rc  shaken with the m ildest 
vibration N o w onder even 
the British resorted to  the 
le as t a c tiv i tie s  a n d  b u ilt 
l ig h te r  lay  t r a in s  w h ere  
p o s s ib le . T h e y  a v o id e d  
w a n to n  d e s tru c tio n  th a t 
the svvadjslii go ld  d iggers 
have delved into. The broad 
gauge railway being extend 
b e y o n d  R isn ikesh  c o u ld  
have been avoided.

T he prophesy o f  the N ar 
and  N'arayan hills m erging 
w ith the Badrinath tem ple 
va n ish ing  seem s com in g  
tm c. It predicts the subm er­
gen ce  o f  the tem ple  w ith 
the  A laknanda an d  o the r 
rivers either van ish ing  or
cliail£UI£ CUUIMT.

T he Himalayan shrines 
m ay  h a w  co n trib u ted  to  
w anderlu st a nd  d e v e lo p ­

m ent o f  the  live lihood  o f  
the  locals . In its e lf  it has 
c u ltu ra lly  been supposed  
to  be a  sustainable but not 
large econom y. R elig ious 
trek k in g  from  R ish ikcsh  
upw ards added  to  the a d ­
venture  and  charm  o f  the 
pilgrim age. It w as for the 
sp ir it and  no t fun. Post- 
Independence the road con­
structions started threa ten­
ing the fragile rcgion w ith 
m ore landslides. W ith each 
d e c a d e  g re e d  sh a rp e n ed  
and  the m assive Tehri dam  
w as bu ilt even against the 
w ish e s  o f  s c ie n t is ts  a nd  
m inisters.

T hese  shrines w erc c on ­
sidered sacred not o n ly  for 
th e ir  sp iritu a lity  bu t as a 
co n stan t rem inder to  tec- 
tonically sensitive zone that 
con tro ls the subcontinental 
clim ate.

Joshim ath is an instance 
o f  how  com m on m an su f­
fers for all ill-planned m ea­
sures. Yes. Joshim ath. fac­
ing literally  a  H im alayan 
d isa s te r  its e lf  has been  a 
th r iv in g  eco n o m y  w ith  a 
m ere  bank investm en t o f  
a  petty  am ount o f  Rs 900 
crorc! That is  the total debt 
e n t ir e  J o s h im a th  o w e s . 
S u rp r is in g , tha t is  fo r a 
population o f  abou t 30.000 
serv ing  p ilgrim s and  tour­
ists lo  Badrinath. Valley o f  
Flow ers, H cm kundan d  the 
ski rink A uli. Tlte rink itse lf  
cost Rs 83 lakh and  today 
earn s R s 4 .5  c rore  a  year 
bu t is  term ed a hazard. T he 
1 0 -m ete r-w id e  C D  road  
de ca y s  h ills  a m id  severe  
devasta tion  w ith felling o f  
large num ber o f  trees, d e ­
struction o f  aquifers, shrubs 
and  fauna habitats.

Q u ee r is  the  norm  for 
planting trees. T rees felled 
o n  the  h ills  a rc  rep laced  
w ith  p l a n t in g  t r e e s  in  
Jharkhand  o r  anyw here  in 
th e  co un try . T h e  o ffic ia l 
files do  a w onderfu l e co ­
logical balancing.

In 2010. the H NB G ar­
hw al U niversity  study said 
tu n n e l  b o r in g  m a c h in e  
p u n c tu re d  an  a q u ife r  on  
D ecem ber 24. 2009 releas­
in g  m il lio n s  o f  l i t re s  o f  
w ater da ily  from N T PC 's 
T a p o v a n -V ish n u g ad  520  
M W  h y d c l p ro je c t .  T h e  
researchers w arned o f  the 
m ishap ’s  potential for " in i­
tialing ground subsidence." 
It w as forgotten till IX*ccm- 
bcr 2022 w hen the loom ing 
n igh tm are  becam e a  rea l­
ity around  Joshim ath. This 
punctured aqu ifer gushing 
ou t w ater is  the cause  for 
Jo sh im a th  s in k in g , c o n ­
firm s G arh w al C o m m is­
sioner Sushil Kumar.

In  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1 .  
a ro u n d  200 p e op le  w en t 
m is s in g  as D h au lig an g a  
a n d  R ish ib h a n g a  r iv e r s  
flooded the Tapovan head 
race  tunnel.

W arnings o f  1930 Sw iss 
sc ien tis ts . 1976 C om m is­
s io n e r  M C  M is h r a  o n  
h a p h a z a rd  c o n s tru c tio n s  
a n d  S u p re m e  C o u r t a p ­
poin ted  com m ittee  o f  2013 
for sc ism ic a l ly  se n s itiv e  
M ain C entral Z one advice 
against hydel p rojects w erc 
ignored. T he CD pro jec t o f  
the  B order R oad O rganisa­
tion being touted as defence 
project, though it w as not 
so  earlier, is only aggravat­
ing the s ituation.

Incidents o f  glacia l lake 
o u tb u rs t H oods (G L O F ). 
a  U N D P  a n d  F u ro p e a n  
C o m m iss io n  s tu d y  m e n ­
t io n e d  th a t su c h  flo o d s  
a re  h ap p en in g  regu la rly . 
N otab le  incidents occurred 
in 1997. 2000 and  2005 in 
the Sutlej basin and in  1970 
a n d  1978 in  A la k n a n d a  
an d  B hagiratlii basins. In 
2000  a nd  2005  it h it the 
Pong  D am . in H im achal, 
severely, dam aging  roads, 
hab ita tions and  sco res o f  
bridges.

Incidents o f  G L O F are 
reported in Sikkim. Ladakh. 
Jam m u and  K ashm ir. H i­
m a c h a l  a n d  A ru n a c h a l  
P radesh . T h e  H im a lay a s 
a ll a round  a re  c rum bling . 
D am s and  roads benefit the 
industry-rea l es ta te  mafia 
dam ning  the sensitive  g e ­
o lo g y  a nd  live lihood . I f  
u n c h e c k e d  it  m a y  h av e  
d is a s tro u s  c o n se q u e n c e s  
and  even lead  to desertifi­
ca tion  o f  tlic viudlc  o f  the
civilisation , the G anga val­
ley. T he country  m ust rise 
to  s to p  it.

“As the state and civic hotly elections have 
shown. Kejriwal has emerged as Delhi's neta 

number one. the AAP having built a strong 
connect at the local mohalla level. The AAPs 

political ideas and style o f  functioning 
can be contested but the popularity o f  

its leadership is undeniable.”
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Five must-read books on inclusion and diversity
By P r i t i s h a  B o r th a k u r

W e m ay le a rn  s o  m uch  th r o u g h  b o o k s , a nd  
th e y  c a n  a ls o  w id e n  o u r  h o r i z o n s  a nd  
in tro d u c e  u s  to  n e w  id e a s .  T h ey  h a v e  a 
m e th o d  o f  e v o k in g  e m p a th y  in  r e a d e rs  b y  a l lo w ­

in g  th e m  to  e m p a th is e  w ith  c h a r a c te r s  th a t m a y  be  
u n lik e  th e m se lv e s  o r  w ith  o th e r  c h a r a c te r s  in  th e  
n o v e l. O n e  .if  th e  f in e s t  w a y s  to  a p p ro a c h  s u c h  
w e ig h ty  a n d  c o m p lic a te d  th e m e s  is th r o u g h  c h i l ­
d r e n 's  b o o k s  th a t c e le b ra te  v a rie ty . R e p re se n ta t io n  
is  im p o r ta n t .  P e o p le  w ill  a lw a y s  w o n d e r  th in g s  
lik e  " d o  I be o n g  h e re ? ”  u n til  so c ie ty  t ru ly  r e f le c ts  
e v e r y o n e . T h a n k fu lly , th e re  a rc  no w  an  in c re a s in g  
n u m b e r  o f  i r u l t i c u l tu ra l  c h i ld r e n 's  b o o k s  th a t a d ­
d r e s s  is s u e s  o f  r a c e , r e l ig io n , in c lu s io n , to le r a n c e , 
a n d  em p ath y .

C o n s id e r  th e s e  f iv e  e x c e l le n t  r e a d s  by In d ia n  
a u th o rs  th a t  c e le b ra te  d iv e rs i ty  a n d  a re  a  g re a t  w ay  
to  te a c h  y o u r  lo v e d  o n e s  th e  b e a u ty  o f  o u r  m u lt i ­
c o lo u re d  and  m u lt ic u l tu r a l  g lo b e !

H ow  I T iu j- In  M y G r a n d m o th e r  to  R e a d ?
(B y S u d h a  M u r th y )

S udha  \ l t r t y  b e in g  an  a u th o r, te a c h e r  a n d  a so c ia l 
w o rk e r  c o m es a c r o s s  w ith  m any  p e o p le  w ith  d i f ­
f e r e n t  w ay  o f  th in k in g  a n d  u n iq u e  m in d s e ts .  T h is  
b o o k  c o n s is ts  o f  sh o r t s to r ie s  w h e re  S u d h a  M urty  
r e c o u n ts  h e r  r e a l- l i f e  in c id e n c e s . W hat d o  y o u  do  
w h en  y o u r  g ra n d m o th e r  a sk s  y o u  to  te a c h  h e r  th e  
a lp h a b e t?  'H o w  I T au g h t M y G ra n d m o th e r  to  R e a d ' 
h a s  a l l  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s , l i f e  v a lu e s ,  a n d  le a rn in g s  
w h ic h  a pe rso n  sh o u ld  h a v e  a t a n y  a g e . T h ro u g h  
th is  b o o k  the a u th o r  te l l s  th e  r e a d e rs  th a t le a rn in g  
h a s  no  a g e  bar, th e re  is  a lw a y s  a s ta r t  a t  a n y  a g e , 
a n d  th a t  n o th in g  is  im p o s s ib le .  F u n n y , s p ir i te d  a nd  
in s p i r in g , the  s to ry  te a c h e s  a  v a lu a b le  le s so n  a b o u t 
th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  d o in g  w h at y o u  b e l ie v e  is  r ig h t 
a n d  h a v in g  th e  c o u ra g e  to  r e a l i s e  y o u r  d re a m s . 
A u th o r  M urth y  w ri te s  in  th e  s im p le s t  o f  la n g u a g e s , 
y e t e a c h  w o rd  tu g s  a t y o u r  c o n s c ie n c e . It is  a p t fo r  
8 y e a r s  a n d  a b o v e .

P u h o r  a n d  N iy o r ’s M u r a l  o f  F a m ily  S to r i e s  
(B y P r i t i s h a  B o r th a k u r )

“P u h o r  and N iy o r 's  M u ra l o f  F a m ily  S to r i e s ' ,  
w r i t t e n  b y  a  j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  m o th e r .  P r i t i s h a  
B o r th a k u r .  is a p o w e r f u l  p r o g re s s iv e  c h i ld r e n 's  
book  th a t a im s to  in sp ire  c u r io s ity ,  r a is e  a w a re n e s s , 
in s t i l l  c o m p a ss io n , e n te r ta in ,  a n d  sh o w  a u n iq u e  
g lim p s e  o f  the  d iv e r s e  k in d s  o f  f a m i l ie s  fo u n d  in 
a n y  co m m u n ity . T h e  book  b e g in s  w ith  a n  in tr o d u c ­
tio n  to  P u h o r  a n d  N iy o r ,  tw o  b ro th e r s  m a k in g  a 
m u ra l , te l l in g  th e  s to r ie s  o f  d if f e r e n t  f a m i l ie s .  It 
sh o w s  P u h o r  a n d  N iy o r 's  fam ily  a s  b e in g  a n u c le a r  
fa m ily , w ith  a  m o m  a n d  a d a d . T h e s e  tw in s  d e m o n ­
s tr a te  th e re  «.re a l l  s o r t s  o f  fa m i l ie s  - c h i ld r e n  w ith  
tw o  m o m s , tw o d a d s , a s in g le  m o th e r ; a m u lt ir a c ia l 
fam ily  u n it:  fo ste r  a n d  a d o p te d  c h i ld r e n :  p e t p a re n t 
and  m o re  • none m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  a n o th e r ,  and  
a l l  o f  th e m  a re  b e a u tifu l  in  th e i r  o w n  u n iq u e  w ay.

T h e  s to ry  p ro g re s s e s  w ith  a d d in g  to  th e  m u ra l a n  i l ­
lu s tra tio n  o f  eac h  u n iq u e  s to ry . In the e n d . the  sm a ll 
c o m m u n ity ,  m a d e  u p  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  u n iq u e  
f a m i l ie s ,  te a c h  e a c h  o th e r  a b o u t  d if f e re n t  ty p e s  o f  
p e o p le  e v e r y  d a y , a n d  to  n o t  ju d g e  ;>thers b a se d  on  
th e ir  r a c e , g e n d e r ,  s e x u a l  id e n ti ty ,  d i s a b i l i ty ,  o r  
a n y th in g  e ls e .  T h ey  e m b ra c e  th e ir  J i f f c r e n c e s  and 
p a in t a b e a u tif u l ly  c o lo u re d  m u ra l , is  b e a u tifu l  a nd  
c o lo u rf u l  a s  th e  c o m m u n ity  i ts e lf .

T h e  L’n b o v  Boy 
(B y  R ic h a  J h a )

'T h e  U n boy  B o y ’ is  a g e n tle  s to ry  o f  G ag a n  w ho 
is  a t e a s e  b e in g  w h a t he is . A n d  h e  h a s  e n o u g h  
tr ic k s  u p  h is  s le e v e  to  show  th e  w o rld  th a t th e re  
a re  no boy bo y s o r  u n -b o y  b o y s . Ju s t b o y s . A n d  ju s t  
g ir ls .  E v e ry  c h ild  h a s  a r ig h t to  e m b ra ce  w h o  th e y  
a rc .  no  m a tte r  w h e re  th e y  m a y  l ie  on th e  sp e c tru m  
o f  g e n d e r . R ich a  J h a 's  ta lc  d e c o n s tr u c ts  th is  id e a  
o f  g e n d e re d  e x p e c ta t i o n s ,  a n d  e m p h a s is e s  o n  the  
r ig h t o f  e v e ry  c h i ld  to  b e  w h o  they  a re ,  a n d  to  be  
lo v e d  in  th e ir  e n t ir e ty .  N o m o re , na le s s . U n u su a l 
a nd  h e a r t- w a rm in g , th is  b o o k  is a m u s t r e a d  fo r  
any  y o u n g  c h i ld  w h o  is  t r y in g  to  find  th e i r  fee t in 
a  c o m p lic a te d  a n d  p re ju d ic e d  w o rld , a n d  n e ed  to  
le a rn  ho w  to  lo v e  a n d  a c c e p t  th e m se lv e s  n o  m a tte r  
w h a t a n y o n e  e ls e  m a y  say .

W h y  A re  Y ou A f r a id  to  H o ld  M v H a n d ?
(B y  S h e ila  D h lr )

M o st p e o p le  a rc  c o n fu s e d  a b o u t  ho w  to  r e a c t  to  
th o se  w ith  d is a b i l i t ie s .  T h e i r  q u e s tio n s , m is c o n c e p ­
tio n s .  d o u b ts  a n d  fe a rs  a re  a n sw e re d  h e re  - s im p ly  
a nd  s tr a ig h t  fro m  th e  h e a r t • b y  a c h i ld  w ith  c e ­
re b ra l p a lsy . T h e  c h ild  r e sp o n d s  in  v e rse  - s im p le  
a n d  s tr a ig h t  from  th e  h e a r t. S h e i la  D h ir 's  c h i ld l ik e  
lin e  d ra w in g s  a re  ju s t  a s  s im p le  a nd  p o w e r fu l a s  
th e  s h o r t  v e r s e s .  A s  a  d if f c r c n t l v - a b le d  c h i ld 's  
d ia lo g u e  w ith  s o c ie ty ,  th e  b o o k  o f fe rs  a s e n s i t iv e  
a nd  s e n s ib le  w ay  o f  h e lp in g  c h ild re n  u n d e rs ta n d  
d is a b i l i ty ,  a n d  th e  s tr e n g th s  o f  those  w h o  a re  d i f ­
f e r e n t ly  a b le d . A p t f o r  6  y e a r s  a n d  a b o v e .

D if fe re n t  D if f e r e n tc r  
(B y  J y o t i  G u p ta )

T h is  is  an a c t iv i ty  book  fo r  c h ild re n  th a t th o u g h t­
fu l ly  a d d re s s e s  e v e ry d a y  s k in  c o lo r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
a nd  b ia s  in  a w a y  th a t 's  e a s y  to  u n d e rs ta n d . C h i l ­
d r e n 's  r ich  o b s e rv a tio n s  a n d  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t c o lo u r, 
c a s te ,  and  ra c e  e l ic i t  a c c u ra tc  y e t s t r a ig h tfo rw a rd  
r e sp o n se s .  Jy o ti  G u p ta 's  a r t- a n d -c ra f t -b a s c d  b o o k  
ta k e s  y o u  on  a p la y fu l a n d  c re a tiv e  d isc o v e ry  to  fin d  
a n s w e rs  th a t  w o rk  fo r  y o u  a n d  y o u r  fa m i ly --w h ilc  
c re a t iv e ly  in tr o d u c in g  fa c ts  o f  h is to ry  a n d  1 5 -p lu s  
new  w o rd s . I t 's  a b e a u tif u l ly - i l lu s tr a te d , e d u c a t io n ­
a l to o l th a t s e t s  th e  c o n te x t  fo r  h a rd  c o n v e r s a t io n s  
a b o u t s e lf -a w a r e n e s s ,  c o lo r ,  a n d  id e n tity . S u b je c ts  
in  th e  b o o k  in c lu d e  b io lo g y  o f  s k in  ( e .g .  m e la n in ) ; 
c u l tu r a l l y - r e l a te d  a s p e c ts  ( e .g .  food ): c o lo u r i s m 's  
so c ia l  im p a c t ( e .g .  b u l ly in g )  a n d  s o lu t io n s  ( e .g . 
b y s ta n d e r  in te r v e n tio n ) .  (lA .W SIi/e)
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Genius guitarist: Jeff Beck & 
his unorthodox techniques

Puppetry is universal: 
Viswanatha Pulavar

Th e  p ra is e  J e f f  B e c k , w ho  has d ie d  a g e d  78, 
re c e iv e d  fro m  in d e b te d  m u s ic ia n s  d u r in g  h is  
l i f e t im e  a l re a d y  r e a d  l ik e  u n b r id le d  e u lo ­

g ie s .  E r ic  C la p to n  h a d  c a l le d  h im  “ th e  m o s t  u n iq u e  
g u i ta r i s t " .  S iev e  L u k a th e r  (T o to )  “ G o d 's  g u i ta r is t" ,  
a n d  Jo e  S a tr ia n i " ju s t  a g e n iu s " .

Ja zz  g re a t Jo h n  M c L a u g h lin  d e s c r ib e d  B eck  as 
" th e  b e s t g u i ta r is t  a l iv e " ,  S te v e  V ai a s  " u n iq u e  in  
th e  m o s t su p e r la t iv e  u se  o f  th e  w o rd " , a n d  N o el 
R e d d in g  (Jiroi H en d rix  E x p e r ie n c e )  a s h is  “ p e rso n a l 
f a v o u r i te ” . Q u e e n 's  B rian  M ay sa id  B e ck  " ra d ic a l ly  
c h a n g e d "  h is v ie w  o f  th e  g u ita r .

B e c k 's  f a n e  w a s  n o t d ra w n  fro m  a  c a ta lo g u e  o f  
h it so n g s  (th o u g h  th e re  w as , o f  c o u rse . H i H o S ilv e r  
L in in g ) ,  n o r  from  a c u sh y  d e c a d e s - lo n g  re s id e n c y  
in  a m e g a -b a n d  ( th o u g h  th e re  w e re  m a n y  s u p p o se d  
o f fe rs ) .  In s te a d , h e  w a s  a g u i t a r i s t 's  g u i ta r is t  w ho 
se e m e d  to  be th e  h u m b le  p r o ta g o n is t  a t th e  c e n tre  
o f  a p le th o ra  o f  s e m in a l m o m e n ts  in  p o p  h is to ry .

T h o s e  m o m e n ts  in c lu d e d  th e  1 9 6 0 s  U K  b lu e s  
in v a s io n , th e  p o p - ja z z  m o v e m e n t o f  S te v ie  W onder. 
19 7 0 s funk  fu s io n  a n d  " w o r ld  f u s io n ” , a n d  m i l le n ­
n ia l ro c k , pop  a n d  f ilm  m u s ic . H e  d re w  u p o n  s ty l e s  
in c lu d in g  ja>:z, r e g g a e , B u lg a r ia n  fo lk , w e s te r n  a n d

I n d ia n  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic , a n d  in f lu e n c e d  a r t i s t s  in  an 
e v e n  w id e r  c ir c le  o f  s ty le s .

B e c k 's  o n ly  to o l w a s  th e  e le c tr ic  g u ita r  a nd  its  
e c o s y s te m  o f  p e d a ls  a n d  a m p . D esp ite  e v o lu t io n s  
a n d  a u g m e n ta t io n s ,  th is  to o lk i t  ha? la rg e ly  s ta y e d  
th e  s a m e  fo r  g u i ta r is ts  o v e r  the  past 60 y e a rs . B e c k ’s 
s ta n d a r d - tu n e d  S t ra to c a s te r  w ith  fu zz , d is to r t i o n  
a n d  e c h o  p e d a ls  th ro u g h  F e n d e r  a nd  M a rsh a ll a m p s  

is . w ith  ju s t  a l i t t l e  c u s to m is a t io n  to  p r e s e rv e  
tu n in g  a m id  h is  v ig o r o u s  s t r in g  b e n d in g , a b o u t a s  
c la s s ic  a nd  e s ta b l is h e d  a s  it  g e ts .

S o  how  d id  B e ck  u se  th is  com m on  in s t ru m e n t  to  
c re a te  su c h  s ty l i s t ic  r a n g e , p e rs o n a l i ty  a n d  d e p th  
o f  e x p re s s io n ?

I t 's  u s e fu l  to  c o n s id e r  no t o n ly  w hat d i f f e r e n t i ­
a te s  bu t w h a t is  sh a re d  by  a l l  th e se  s ty l e s .  In  its  
m o s t r e d u c t iv e  fo rm , m u s ic  c an  b e  seen  a s  th e  m a ­
n ip u la tio n  o f  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l d im e n s io n s  o f  rh y th m  
( w h e re  m u s ic a l o b je c ts  a rc  p la c e d  in  t im e ) , p itc h  
( in d iv id u a l  n o te s  a n d  h a rm o n y )  a nd  t im b re  ( th e  
i d e n tif y in g  q u a l i ty  o r  to n e  o f  a sound  -  i ts  a t ta e k . 
v o lu m e , g r i t t i n c s s  c tc ) .

T h e s e  a re  a l l  o p e n  to  a l l  d e g re e s  o f  p r e c is io n ,  r i ­
g id ity  a n d  c re a t iv e  fre ed o m . R h y th m s c a n  b e  p re c ise

bu t s im p le , o r  e x tre m e ly  n u a n cc d  a nd  o f f -g r id . P itch  
c a n  be tr e a te d  a s  e x a c t s te p s  o r  a sm o o th  c o n tin u u m , 
a n d  a m u s ic ia n  c a n  o p t  fo r an u n c h a n g e d  t im b re  or 
m a n ip u la te  it  e x te n s iv e ly .

V a r io u s  s k i l ls  c a n  be  s e e n  a s  in te r s e c t io n s  b e ­
tw e e n  th e s e  d im e n s io n s ,  s u c h  a s  p h r a s in g  ( p itc h  
a n d  rh y th m ) , rh y th m  g u ita r  (h a rm o n y  and  rh y th m ) , 
a r t i c u la t io n  ( tim b re  a n d  m e lo d y ) ,  g e s tu re  ( rh y th m  
a n d  t im b re )  a n d  so  on .

D iv e rse  s ty l e s  e x p lo re  th e se  d im e n s io n s  in  d i f ­
f e r in g  w a y s . B lu e s  te n d s  to  h a v e  a s im p le  ( b u t  no t 
e a s y )  h a rm o n ic  a n d  s c a la r  c o n te x t ,  a l lo w in g  h igh  
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  p i tc h  i n f le c t i o n ,  
t im b re  a n d  p h r a s i n g .  F u n k 's  c y c l i c a l  r h y th m ic  
a n d  s o m e t im c s - o n ly - o n e - c h o r d  c o n te x t  in v i t e s  a 
d e e p  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  s u b tle  rh y th m ic  s h if ts .  Pop  
r e q u ir e s  r u th le s s  c o m m itm e n t  to  m e lo d ic  a c c e s ­
s ib i l i ty .  In d ia n  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic  h a s  a  d ro n e  a nd  no 
h a rm o n y , a l lo w in g  e x p re s s iv e  e n g a g e m e n t w ith  a 
s in g l e  p itc h  m e lo d y .

In g e n e r a l ,  m u s ic  th e o ry  a n d  tu it io n  te n d s  to  sec  
th e se  d im e n s io n s  in  e x a c t  g r id s  (a  la t t ic e  o f  e v en  
r h y th m s ,  p i tc h e s  a n d  s im p le  t im b ra l  m a rk e r s ) ,  
ig n o r in g  th e  v a s t e x p re s s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  c ra c k s . 
B e ck , h o w e v e r, e n g a g e d  d e e p ly  w ith  a ll  o f  th e se  
d im e n s io n s , u s in g  th e i r  fu l le s t  r a n g e  a n d  in te rn a l  
n u a n c e . H is u n o r th o d o x  te c h n iq u e  w a s  s c u lp te d  in 
an e g o - le s s  s e rv i c e  to  th e ir  c re a t iv e  e x p re s s io n .

H e h a d  an  in tu i t iv e  m u s ic a l c a r  a n d  te c h n ic a l  
c o n t ro l  f o r  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  j a z z  h a r m o n ic s ,  p i tc h  
in f le c t io n  a n d  m e lo d y , a s  w e ll a s  a w id e  t im b ra l f i ­
n e sse  from  a b a re ly  a u d ib le  f ra g i le  to u c h  to  a w all 
o f  d e n s e  n o is e . H e in te r a c te d  w ith  am p  fe e d b a c k  to  
tu rn  th e  g u i t a r 's  u su a l " p lu c k in c s s "  in to  a n y th in g  
f rom  m e c h a n ic a l g ro w ls  to  u n c a n n ily  v o c a l tim b re s , 
to  o th e r- w o rld ly  s u s ta in e d  f lu te  so u n d s .

B e c k 's  c o m m itm e n t to  th e se  d im e n s io n s  m a n i­
fe s ted  in  h is  id io s y n c ra tic  te c h n iq u e . H e a b a n d o n e d  
a p le c tru m  f o r  d ire c t  c o n ta c t w ith  the  s tr in g s ,  e n ­
s u r in g  th a t  e v e r y  n o te  w a s  d is t in c t ,  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  
m a tte re d .

H e w o u ld  s im u lta n e o u s ly  c o n tro l  th e  w ham m y 
b a r. v o lu m e  and  to n e  c o n tro l  o f  th e  g u i ta r  w h ic h  
w ith  th e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  h a rm o n ic s ,  o f f - f r e t  s lid e  
a n d  le f t -h a n d  in f le c t i o n  e x p lo re d  a n  o r c h e s tr a l  
r a n g e  o f  so n ic  p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  A lw a y s  p u s h in g  and  
n e v e r  c o m p la c e n t ,  e ac h  re c o rd  e x p lo re d  new  te r r i ­
to ry  a n d  m u s ic a l a f f o rd a n c e s .

B e c k 's  in n o v a tio n s  in  le a d  g u ita r  to n e  w ith  th e  
Y a rd b ird s  in s p i re d  a g e n e r a t i o n ,  b u t  f a n s  c o u ld  
n e v e r  p r e d ic t  w h a t h is  n e x t a lb u m  o r  g r o u p  w o u ld  
s o u n d  lik e .

O n e  th in g  r e m a in e d  c o n s t a n t ,  h o w e v e r  h is  
u n iq u e  to u c h  s h in e d  th r o u g h  e v e r y  n o te . B e c k 's  
d if f id e n t ,  v e g e ta r ia n , e v e r -c u r io u s  a n d  y o u th fu l d e ­
m e a n o u r  b e l ie d  a  d e e p  m u s ic a l w is d o m , r e m in d in g
us  th a t m u s ic a l c re a t iv i ty  a n d  in d iv id u a l i ty  c o m es  
from  a d e s ir e  no t to  im p re s s  o th e r s ,  b u t  to  e x p re s s  
o u r s e lv e s . ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

R e n o w n e d  p u p p e te e r  V isw a n a th a  P u la v a r  
s a id  on  F r id a y  th a t th o se  w ho  r e f u s e  to  
a c k n o w le d g e  w h a t is  b e in g  s a id , no  m a t­

te r  how  s ig n i f ic a n t  th e  m a tte r  m ay b e . l is te n s  to  
th e  sam e  w ith  fu ll  fo c u s  w h en  it is  to ld  th ro u g h  
p u p p e ts  v ia  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  e x p re s s io n s .

“ T h is  is  th e  u n iv e rs a l  r e le v a n c e  o f  p u p p e try  
a s  an a r t f o rm ."  s a id  P u la v a r.

The p u p p e te e r  w as  g iv in g  a n  in tr o d u c to ry  ta lk  
a t the  th re e -d a y  w o rk s h o p  on  'T h o l p a v a k o o th u ' 
( sh a d o w  p u p p e t p la y ) ,  h ig h l ig h t in g  th e  v a r io u s  
tr ic k s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  a r t  fo rm , a t th e  o n g o in g  
K ochi B ie n n a le  h e re .

P j la v a r  h a i ls  fro m  a  l in e a g e  th a t  h a s  p ra c tis e d  
p u p p e try  f o r  13 s u c c e s s iv e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  
e v e ry  m e m b er  o f  h is  f a m i ly  is  c u r r e n t ly  a c t iv e  
in  the  f ie ld .

H is w ife  P u s h p a la th a . so n  V ip in  a n d  d a u g h te r-  
in -law  R a m y a  a rc  a ls o  c o n d u c tin g  tr a in in g  s e s ­
s io n s  a t th e  w o rk s h o p  a lo n g s id e  P u lav a r.

“ T h e  w o rk s h o p  a im s  to  e n r ic h  c r e a t iv i ty  in  
p e o p le  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a g e  th r o u g h  T h o lp a v a k -  
o o t lu .  T ra in in g  w ill be  g iv e n  on  th e  d if f e r e n t  
s te p s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  a r t fo rm , b e g in n in g  w ith  
d ra w in g  th e  im a g e s  on  p a p e r , th e n  c o p y in g  th e m  
in to  th e  p u p p e t sk in , re a d y in g  the  s c r ip t ,  a n d  then  
f in a l ly  p re s e n tin g  i t ."  s a id  P u la v a r.

S ea ting  th a t  e a r l ie r  d e e r sk in  w as  u se d  to  m a k e  
p u p p e ts ,  P u l a v a r  s a id .  “ W ith  th e  b a n  o n  d e e r  
hun  in g  c o m in g  in to  e f f e c t ,  p u p p e ts  a r c  no w  
m ade u s in g  g o a t and  b u ll s k in . A rtw o rk s  w ill  b e  
d e p ic tc d  on  su c h  a n im a l sk in s  a f te r  c u t t in g  a n d  
sh a p in g  them  to  s u it v a r io u s  c h a ra c te r s  w ith  g re a t 
p re c is io n , e v e n  on  th e  m o s t m in u te  e le m e n ts .  In 
th e  w o rld  o f  p u p p e t p la y , m o s t a r tw o r k s  a rc  u se d  
in  p u p p e ts  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  K e ra la  t r a d i t io n .

“ P u p p e t p la y s  a rc  u se d  a lo t in  th e  f ie ld  o f  
e d u c a tio n  in  fo re ig n  c o u n t r i e s ."  a d d e d  P u la v a r. 
w ho  h a s  p re s e n te d  p la y s  u s in g  le a th e r  p u p p e ts  
in  32 d i f f e r e n t  c o u n tr ie s .

“ P u p p e t p la y s  h e lp  in  e l im in a t in g  c la s s ro o m  
b o re d o m , m a k e  th in g s  e a s ie r  to  u n d e rs ta n d , and  
he lp  in  n u r tu r in g  c re a t iv i ty .  T h ey  a re  a ls o  th e  
m osi p r a c t ic a l  m e d iu m  fo r  c re a t in g  a w a re n e s s  
a g a in s t in to x i c a n ts ."  P u la v a r  s a id . (IA N S )

Richa Jha 6 : 
G autam Senegal §
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Prince Harrv’s memoir Spare:
A lesson on ‘complicated grief

I

P
r in c e  H a r r y ’s  r c f lc c t io n  on 
h is  m o th e r  P r i n c e s s  D i ­
a n a , wlio d ie d  u n c x p c c tc d ly  
w h e n  h e  w as  j u s t  12 y e a r s  o ld .  

a p p e a rs  in  his m e m o ir  S p a rc , r e ­
le a s e d  o f f i c i i l l y  th is  w ee k .

In f a c t ,  (he b e s t s e l le r  is  m a r ­
k e te d  a s  a s to ry  a b o u t th e  ’’e te rn a l 
p o w e r  o f  lo v e  o v e r  g r ie f ” .

T h e  b o o k ’s r e v e la t io n s ,  r e to ld  
in  h ig h -p ro f ile  T V  in te rv ie w s  a n d  
fe a tu r in g  in  liis N c tflix  s c r ie s ,  a re  
th e  su b je c t  o f  m u c h  m e d ia  c o v e r ­
a g e . T h e s e  re v e la t io n s  c h a r t  th e  
p r in c e ’s  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  m o u rn in g  
th e  tra u m a tic  d e a th  o f  h is  m o th e r  
in  p u b lic ,  m edia  in tr u s io n , a nd  its  
lo n g - te rm  i t r p a c ts .

O n  f a c e  v a lu e .  P r in c e  H a r ry  
m a y  s h a re  ty p ic a l  sy m p to m s  o f  
p e o p le  s u f f e r in g  “ c o m p l i c a t e d  
g r i e f .  B u t #o t e v e r y o n e  a g re e s  
w ith  ho w  h e  “ s h o w s ”  h is  g r i e f  so  
p u b lic ly .

fo r  y e a r s .
P r in c e  H a r ry  has be en  c a n d id  

a b o u t  h is  s t r u g g le s  w ith  m e n ta l 
h e a l th  s in c e  h is  m o th e r ’s d e a th  
a n d  h i s  f r a c t u r e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w ith  h is  w id e r  fam ily . H e 's  o p e n ­
ly  a d m it te d  to  d in g  u se  to  h e lp  
h im  c o p e  w ith  hi* lo ss .

We see  th e se  ty p e s  o f  e f fe c ts  on 
p e o p le  s u ffe r in g  w ith c o m p lic a te d  
g r ie f ,  a s  w e l l a s  th e  a s s o c i a te d  
tra u m a  w h en  th e  lo ss  o c c u r s  s u d ­
d e n ly .

H E  W A S SO  Y O U N G  
G r i e f  i s n ' t  j u s t  a b o u t  w h a t  

w h o  w as  lo s t ,  bu : w h e n  th e  lo s s  
o c c u r re d . P r in c e  H a r ry  w a s  ju s t  
12 y e a r s  o ld  w h en  h is  m o th e r  
p a s se d  a w ay .

P sy ch o lo g is t and  p sy c h o an a ly s t 
E rik E r ik s o n  te lls  u s  th i s  p e r io d  
o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  b e tw e e n  c h i l d ­
h o o d  a n d  a d o le s c e n c e  o s c i l la te s  
b e tw e e n  a c h i ld  s e e k in g  a s e n se  
o f  id e n tity  v e rsu s  co n fu s io n  ab o u t

w h e re  th e y  " f i t ”  in  th e  w o rld .
I t 's  a tim e  w h en  y o u n g  p e o p le  

e x p lo re  v a lu e s , b e l ie f s  a n d  id e a s  
a b o u t w h o  th e y  m ig h t b e c o m e  as 
a d u lts .  B u t th is  s ta g e  o f  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t is  im p a c te d  w ith  th e  lo s s  o f  
a p a re n t  to  g u id e  th e m  th r o u g h  
th is  p e r io d .

W h en  a s ig n i f ic a n t  lo s s  h a p ­
p e n s  a t h is  l i f e  s ta g e ,  th i s  c a n  
d e s ta b i l i s e  th e  c h i ld  fo r  s ig n i f i ­
c a n t p e r io d s  w ell in to  a d u lth o o d
- e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  th e  d e a th  is  
r e la te d  to  an  e x te r n a l  c a u s e , su c h  
a s  an a c c id e n t .

P r in c e  H a r r y  h a s  s h a re d  th is  
d e s ta b i l i s in g  c f fc c t  a nd  th e  s tr a in  
b e tw ee n  h im s e lf  a n d  h is  su rv iv in g  
p a re n t .  N o t a l l  s ib l in g s  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  g r i e f  th e  sa m e  w ay . T h e re  
m a y  b e  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  w id e r  
fam ily .

L o n g - te rm  s tu d ie s  in  th e  U n it­
e d  S ta te s  sh o w  c h ild r e n  w ho  h a v e  
lo s t a p a re n t d o  e v e n tu a l ly  g row  
to  be re s i l ie n t  a n d  f o r th r ig h t i n d i ­

v id u a ls .  Y et t r a u m a tic  m e m o rie s  
o f  b o th  th e  e v e n t  a n d  th e  im p a c t 
o f  th a t  lo s s  r e m a in  ju s ', u n d e r  th e  
su r fa c e .

P r in c e  H a r r y ’s a c c o u n t s  o f  
h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  a rc  re m in d e rs  o f  
w h a t c an  h a p p en  for c h ild re n  w ho  
h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  t r a u n a .

H is  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i b o u t  th e  
w a y s  h is  w ife  w as  t r e a te d  in  the  
m e d ia  a n d  b y  h is  f a m i ly , m ay  
h a v e  a c t iv a te d  rem in d e rs  o f  th is  
p a s t  t r a u m a .

S O  W H A T  H E L P S ?
G r i e f  w i l l  h a v e  l o n g - t e r m  

im p a c t s  o n  p e o p le ’s w e l lb e in g  
th ro u g h o u t  th e ir  l iv e s ,e s p e c ia l ly  
i f  th e y  w e re  o n ly  a  c h ild  w h en  the 
lo s s  o c c u r re d .

W h en  w c  lo o k  b a ck  o n  w h a t 
h e lp s  c h i ld r e n  to  n ia ia g c  th e ir  
c h i ld h o o d  g r ie f ,  p e rso n a l a g e n c y  
is  k ey . T h e y  w a n t  to  c h o o se  how  
th e y  g r ie v e , a n d  th e ir  v o ic e  n e ed s  
to  b e  a p r io r ity .

T h is  m a y  m e an  c h o o s in g  n o t

to  a t te n d  p e r f o rm a tiv e  a c t iv i t ie s ,  
su c h  a s  fu n e r a ls .  T h is  m a y  m e an  
o p e n ly  s h a r in g  th e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  
in  a w a y  th a t  s u i t s  th e m  a t 
s c h o o l ,  w o rk  o r  w i th  f a m i l ie s .  
T h is  m a y  m e an  g e t t in g  a n g ry .

A n  e v id e n c e - b a s e d  n a t io n a l  
g r i e f  p r o g ra m  f o r  c h i ld r e n  in  
A u s t r a l ia ,  S e a s o n s  f o r  G ro w th , 
e m p h a s i s e s  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  
a g e n c y .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  c h o o s ­
in g  how  to  a c c e p t  th e  r e a l i ty  o f  
th e i r  lo s s ,  a n d  f in d in g  w a y s  o f  
v o ic in g  th e  e m o tio n a l im p a c t  o f  
th a t  lo s s .  T h is  w o n ’t a lw a y s  b e  
th r o u g h  c a lm , r e f le c t iv e  sh a rin g . 
I t  m a y  be  th r o u g h  f ru s t ra te d , a n ­
g r y  v o ic e s ,  th a t  su d d e n ly  e m e rg e  
la te r  in  l i f e .

E v e n  w ith  a l l  th e  a c c e s s  to  
th e ra p y , o r  e v e n  fa m i ly  m e m b ers  
to  s p e a k  to ,  g r i e f  w il l  e v e n tu ­
a l l y  s h o w  u p  in  o u r  th o u g h ts ,  
b e h a v io u r s  a n d  a c t io n s .  T h e r e  is 
no  d is c r e e t  w ay  to  d o  it . G r i e f  is  
b o th  h o p e  a nd  so rro w .

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

I I I K  M Y T H  O F  ’ I IM K  H E A L ­
IN G  A L L  W O U N D S *

I t ’s b e e n  m o re  th a n  25  y e a r s  
s i n c e  t h e  t r a u m a t i c  d e a t h  o f  
P r in c e  H a r ry ’s m o th e r  a f te r  a c a r  
c ra s h  in  P a r is . A nd  w ith  h is  f a m ­
i ly ’s im m en se  p r iv i le g e ,  i t ’s e a sy  
to  a s s u m e  th e  n e e d  to  e x p lo r e  
th e  la y e r s  o f  g r i e f  th a t  s h a p e  h is  
e x p e r ie n c e s  h a s  p a s s e d  i t s  u se -  
b y  d a te .

But th e  idea  o f  “ tim e  h e a l in g  
a l l  w o u n d s ”  is  a m y th . P a in  is  
o n g o in g . A nd by  s i l e n c in g  s o m e ­
o n e ’s p a in , th is c a n  w o rs e n  it . T h e  
p u b lic ,  h e a lth  p r o fe s s io n a ls ,  th e  
m e d ia  and  fam ily  c an  a l l  s i le n c e  
s o m e o n e ’s g r ie f  by m in im is in g  
d is c u s s io n s  ib o u t  th e  im p a c t  o f  
lo s in g  a lo v e d  o n e .

T w e n ty  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  w i th  
g r ie v in g  p e o p le  a n d  r e s e a r c h in g  
g r i e f  r e m in d s  m e o f  th e  c o u n tle s s  
p e o p le  in  my c o u n s e l l in g  ro o m s  
r e f le c t in g  o r  th e  s t i n g in g  w o rd s  
s o m e o n e  sa y s  to  th e m : “ i t ’s  lim e  
to  m o v e  o n ” .

C o u n s e l lo r s  u r g e  p e o p le  to  
m a k e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  l i f e  lo s t  
w ith  th o se  s ti ll  l iv in g . T h is  c a n  
in v o lv e  s h a r in g  m e m o r ie s  w ith

f a m i ly  m e m b e rs  a b o u t th e  p e rso n  
lo s t ,  r e m e m b e rin g  h a p p y  tim e s , 
im a g in in g  th e i r  in c lu s io n  in  lif e  
c u r r e n t ly ,  a n d  a lw a y s  c r e a t i n g  
s p a c e  f o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  
th e i r  a b se n c e .

I f  p e o p le  s t r u g g l e  to  m a k e  
m e a n in g  o f  th e  new  l i f e  th e y  a rc  
f o rc e d  to  liv e  d u e  to  th e i r  lo s s ,  
th is  c an  le a d  to  lo n g - te rm  r e a c ­
t io n s  k n o w n  a s  c o m p le x  o r  c o m ­
p l ic a t e d  g r ie f .

W HAT IS C O M PL IC A T E D  
G R IE F ?

C o m p lic a te d  g r i e f  is  a s e v e r e , 
p e r s i s te n t  a nd  p e rv a s iv e  lo n g in g  
f o r  th e  d e c e a s e d . I f  th e  d e a th  is  
s u d d e n  a n d  u n e x p e c te d , th e  p r o ­
lo n g e d  im p a c t w ill  b e  g re a te r .

P e o p le  w h o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  
i n t e n s i t y  o f  g r i e f  s t r u g g l e  to  
e n g a g e  in  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  T h is  
p ro fo u n d  d is t r e s s  c a n  a f f e c t  th e ir  
p h y s ic a l  a n d  m e n ta l h e a l th ,  a n d  
th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r o u n d  th e m .

‘Star - Gazing’
By Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, JANUARY 15, 2023

■Birthday Forecast*
Moon S in on you sotw reixn chan II w i beawcnderMyear Youwib* 
vctorcus n  evtrynrg You wi <xr$rfe your ite r© * mjoers al tfts cm* and 
w i gel deseed re*Jis. You w i be suround*d by people whom you admre and 
you get tot erf ove and a'fecton from them People w i be xrxled lowa-ds 
yai because d  ycur ssrong perscnaisy I  wil enhance your prestg? You w i gel 
pnjmoled n  jibs Those wtx> are gv.ng department* tes&'exams w i get success 
You w i make jroyess In bus-ness. You w I  also spend happy mcments wff> your 
parents and famiy Ycu w i also plan an oubng with famiy, You w igetM  support 
ftom he olioais. Seengyoa work being praise by others, you boss w i be happy 
and w i promote you.

‘This w eek for you’
Aries : (March 21 - April 20) •. gsmg to be an im «ng Aeektof you 

''our destny wil have someffing good m store for you Planrts 
#e favoring you a tot. Good news related to progress w i to  al 

f j  vound You w i be gettng good job oiers. You can Mso start a
newbuvncss entire ncciaCc^iono'partws^p GooJSnanoal 
9»ns are mealed You w i also mjfcetfans to buy a new veftde 

v. cr property. Your He w i been rig^t-ac*. Peace and harmony wil 
pv/al n.famiytes Sfudentswlfocvsontoergoats.ConcertraCion 
v i  be high Restfts o l caTeNve e*ams w i come n  yotr favor, 
lovefrnjs w ienpya wonderful tin*

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21H a a very taveraHetme period. Youwirecave 
fnar^aJopccrtnci^sandtherearecftancesofprogress n  your/3W 

.  vork. You w i tale your worksercuafy and also receive handsome 
m rtrdsfonl Youwiuse your capa&lles and capact*s to 8 w  
fA s l  You wiatjorocfcve goodness regardng progress ol your 
chldren. The resutt ler f i t  reUtod exams w l be bvoraWe. You 
v i  get success ncompetcons and contests Ycu wtiaHo be sue- 
cessM n  your tow relaons Your co*eaguw w i hap you in yotr 
work You w i receive bfess*ngsof your tilers. Retgous aa-vt*s 
v i  keepyou rwoked Monev <-.«ow w*i be ccntnuous 

Gemini : (May 22 • Juno 21) I! is going to be a week M  ol aceonplisN 
rents H we la* about f*e flsaveryfavcraMetmepercdlcryou. 
vou w i u*e suable aid mportant deosxrts m business Mary 

« /  '* *  ̂ 0,c* s * *  9 *  imP*«merted *toney r^o* w i toconlnoous 
k Z  There are chances ol promoters m job>'ww* 8ut hard vwrt a-tj 

a R H k  etgence rxjst be pul for eve comfktcn ol tasks Placemens ol 
,up!»rwih«lp.ncM»eneduc3lcnandcaiwN*wrcnantcrefa- 
tons toad ng» mjrnage are mdcased There w i be an ncrease in 
your respect honour, reputaton and pnestge You w i also deveicp 
merest m rengon and sp>nhoKy You w i be lno*n as mfcientiai 
person in the sooeey.

Cancer : (June 22 • July 22) Ycu w i be leetng a tot of better and w< 
spend <jual*y tme wih your dosed ones. You w i beSenbto in your 
cu1oc*3ndw«w.n confidence and supporto*your famiy ment***. 

r  ^  veu w i worfi seitessly and expand your circle ol Mends. Pecple 
v« Wen to your vww and you w ib *a» »  to get your work done 
vth ease A spetai person can W  tor yotrcftarf^a^d'; can lead 

3 9 k ’  b a very wan-, and Uttngreiate^. p. You wimalje progress m 
I  I  yourjoband)oviai»ftwigelovers*asopporturrt«.Youwibe 

i£4e to convince your officers w(h yov mtotgwee and tard wot*. 
Everybody w< l adnre yet* nteCgtnce and capdbley Do yoga and 
nedtaicn r  w i enhar<e your memcry and make you te l  good. 
vcu w i get a chance to meet art inftjentai person wtnchwi open 
ne doors ol progress for you So you shouW grab ths oeecrvify 
vith both hands.

Loo:(July 23-August23)Thedoc<so4(rogres$8ro9}>' t̂ocpenfo<’you.
'W  i noome w i rise. You w i ha« aeh «vernents a*, your workflke.

-  Iveryting that was slue* up l i  now w i gather monenbo There 
Q  xo cftanas of t^ing novate and nmovaWe property Your boss 

4ndsencrswlbetappywffiyo^«ork Youwiwhovtre/eryones 
teartnwihyourwor* Ycvenemesandcopor4ntsm^!cr/er*ti«im 

J *  you.scneolycw*or*wigttoi»«ed.bulyouv«ir<«b*3lec*«d 
by it and keep on dong your work tnn a l sneensy. You w i reoer̂ e 
soodrws regard ngcar«f and pogness of your chldren Youwi 
tnjoy e iaien t nefatonship wlh your scccse.'wrwer.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22) You w i rec«ve seme good news 
fern a relative. R wll Wt your sprit. Something w i come to he fore 
nai you wanted to keep a soo« Money mght t»  staied. but you 

/  v i  m»kealleffcrttlnnhtan>«iram Chtng* m>nirat1toriR Anri 
T i l  tehavior w i lake >ou towanJs belerment You be actwe for 
Jmmt .■ <ch<v.ngyaxair> Guests nay amve You w i be busy mweJcom- 

isg them. You w i nwke plans to buy a new house. The dflerenoes

toat ««te centring t»j*een husbarto ard wile •+ gel revived 
You wi devetoo a>ntaas wffi new people You wi also take some 
permanent work m hand. You wi also getmcney from unexpected 
sources You wi be ^rested n reigc** wcrtsAWiough busy, 
youwi be immeisodinsooal wort ThaMessmgs of dders in the 
bmly wi help you to mwe ahead 

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) Ycuwtioe shanngyourtef^^s 
v.'th your closed ones Yov chance meeting wffi an influential 
person wi pave the way of success for fou. You wi do al your 
work wffi sixerty. You wi be given a new responsibly at work 
There waterronefctyga-ns from somevihere Yojw.i also reach 
newhe^ftsdsuceessonthetosisofyou’creatwly.Thetianetjry 
posiWnswi rapire toundertakene* plans. They wi gel completed. 
You wi also i<sten lo peofte's rery sympadeicaty and 
tytofndsdutonstohem Ycu meet an oW tend or retaive 
and feel happy. You wi gel respee from worries. Your work w i get 
ompleted soon due to your team efcrts long pending deputes 
and problems wll be seWed 

Scorpio : (October 24 • November 22) vour doninanoeat ycu 
vwrkpuoe w i conftnue. B you deode to *5 something you wi be 
aWe to do it at ary cos: There wi be an ncrease n your far? 
and resped. You wi work hard in your JeM and wn everyone’s 
heart. The blessings Ad/ce and irsp’/aun w i help you to make 
progress n your c a w  And finanoiy at» you w i be stn>ng You 
vwi com[<eieai works on tme by the grace of god There w i bea 
signAcant dvsi^e in yot* <Wy routne Yw/ eSjrts wi be IhitfuL 
Money thtt rad been struck fcr a tong tme w i acoi* to you. You 
w i be t»sy but w i rean the amicaWty n  perscrsal retatonshp 
Most d  yoir tme w i be spert in anvserem and entertainment 
to gortrment natters you are movng tonards success. The worry 
fiat was there ter a long erne w i be p</ b test

#

: (November 23 - Oecember 21) TSsimk>«g»«
get success m adverse orevnstanees. Yoj w i have problems but 
sdutons too You?enen>esnay try loengageyou but you w i reman 
i^afeeted YouwJlatsobeabtetoesfaWshyourdomnaxeewer 
others Ycur SnanciH ccndrton w i be stryig. You w i also sperd 
qualty time wffi your Um*y And w i enpy tie to the West You 
w i also improve yoit Hestyfo and buy s<met*ng new You couW 
s(«!rdoo|e*elery.hoosehoW3ndctothes Youwi b e e w ^ f^ s  
«M»e process. The Wer pfft of the wee* be palculirty ganfut 
days. You w i be determned to ach<ve yxir plans. And ha  a the 
right 6me tor eamng money, having v>e>;ected gams and gellng 
money from scmwt-ere 

Capricorn : (December 2 2 -January 2O)Aisputew?iad06edone 
nay seem t o w  out of control Ycu mai h *e  seme wo<* v*s- 
Si/e too Thngs may start looking Ix^hbut you w i manage the 

_ s*jaton wel. You w i hdd one to cne ttfis wffi genera nvdwed 
^ 0 ^ t  and vwihyoagAd the gab be able to esoNe your differences 

T) Your donestc and p’ofessonal response*:-os w i increase Cut 
not a*ect you. Thngs wll get bee* vuf time You w i feel a tot 
secure n your job. Y o / self corMerce w i dso increase You wil 
impress one and ai with you work and beharlor You w i team the 
ski to keep e^ryone r««jy 

Aquarius : (January 21 • February 18) Adspuse w.th a dosed one 
nay seem to run out c4 control You may have some work pressure 

^ L . too Thngs nay sti.*tlooljng tough t>/.y»j w i rra-jge the saja- 
J K .  ton wel You » i  hold one to one tafcswft persons imiohed and 

1 ' A'lh your g<fl of the gab be able to nesd« your differences Your 
domestc and protesonal r«ponsWtes'»-i increase Cut notated 
you Things w i gel beaer with time You « i  learn he ski I to keep 
everyone happy Yixr investments w iyie ll good results. Loveards 
w i have a wcndeM »ma You w i learn »metr*og new. 

P iscos : (February 19 - March 20) Tt*» «t»le week s  an irtficator 
d  vWory fcr you You w i rema n dynamo in your approach jnd 
ccmdete your task in styfe. Ytw wll get tuccess n  *h m c r you

- do You w i also meet w  perseriaiies ^on d ' te r :  Scvss You 
wibesooalyveryactveandaisoeamgiodmoney.Phla'ffropc 
acsvtes may attrad you You wll also |et rvte<e$led n  natfers 
relatod to se-̂  reaizawi You w i also do /our wot* »ery sncerety 
You w i also remain alert durrtg this per oe Your nasxal leadersh p 

w i moho you very p«Mv« in your You W l olio
enpy mxe auffortty at this tr-.e than betxe Ui>e-Wds wll haw 
awondertjtme You wialsonotletywegoloraertenjin your 
profe&scnal and personal deovons

Hindi Language users 
are ‘Feeling the Love’

S in c e  la n g u a g e  is  a r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  c o m m o n  
h u m a n  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  it  in s ta n ta n e o u s ly  h in d s  
in d iv id u a ls  to g e th e r  e m o tio n a l ly .  S h a rc C h a t 

o f fe r s  in f o r m a tio n  a n d  c o m m u n ity  a c c e s s  to  In d i ­
a n s  in  15 re g io n a l  la n g u a g e s  in  o r d e r  to  s tr e n g th e n  
th is  b o n d  e v e n  in  th e  s o c ia l m e d ia  sp h e re .  D ue  to  
w id e s p re a d  a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  s m a r tp h o n e s  a n d  fa s t 
in te r n e t ,  lo c a l c o n tc n t p ro d u c e rs  h a v e  b e g u n  to  ta k e  
o v e r  th e  In d ia n  c o n te n t  m a rk e t. T h e  la n g u a g e - f ir s t  
s t r a te g y  is  e n a b lin g  th e  B h a ra t a u d ie n c c  to  p ro d u c e  
c o n te n t ,  b u i ld  c o m m u n it ie s ,  and  c o n s u m e  in te re s t-  
r e la te d  in f o r m a tio n  in  t h e i r  f a v o u r i te  la n g u a g e ,  
g r e a t ly  e n h a n c in g  a n d  e n g a g in g  th e i r  s o c ia l  m e d ia  
e x p e r ie n c e .

W ith  5 2 .8  c ro rc  s p e a k e rs ,  o r  4 3 .6  p e r  c c n t  o f  
t h e  p o p u la t io n ,  u t i l i s in g  H in d i a s  th e i r  p r im a ry  
la n g u a g e  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n , it  is  th e  m o s t w id e ly  
s p o k e n  la n g u a g e  in  th e  n a t io n . T o  k e e p  i t s  e s s e n c e  
e v e n  in  th e  d ig i t a l  r e a lm , th o u s a n d s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  
n o w  s e le c t  H in d i a s  th e i r  f a v o u r ite  la n g u a g e  w hen  
u s in g  s o c ia l  m e d ia . T h e  A pp  se rv e s  n e a r ly  45  m i l ­
l io n  u s e rs  o f  th e  H in d i la n g u a g e  e a c h  m o n th , w ith  
D e lh i N C R , L u c k n o w , a n d  J a ip u r  to p p in g  th e  l is t .  
H ere  a re  so m e  f a s c in a t in g  f in d in g s  fro m  i t s  rev ie w  
o f  th e  c o n s u m p tio n  h a b its  o f  th e  H in d i- s p e a k in g  
a u d ie n c c  in  2 0 2 2 .

’ R o m an c e  a n d  R e la t io n s h ip ' is  th e  m o s t lo v e d  
c o n te n t  g e n re  a m o n g  th e  H in d i- s p e a k in g  a u d ie n c e  
o n  th e  p la t f o rm ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  M u s ic  a n d  D e v o ­
t io n .

L o v e . K o m a n c c  a n d  R e la t io n s h ip
W ith  o v e r  8 0  b i l l io n  v ie w s  in  2 0 2 2 . ro m a n c e  

a n d  r e la t io n s h ip s  tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  th e  m ost v ie w ed  
c a te g o ry  in  th e  H in d i la n g u a g e  a t  43  p e r  c e n t o f  
th e  o v e ra l l  H in d i u se rs .  M o re  th a n  3 la k h  c re a to r s  
c ro a tc d  o v e r  39  la k h  c o n te n t p iece:: from  c i t ie s  su c h  
a s  D e lh i N C R . L u c k n o w , a n d  J a ip u r .  @ d iw a n i0 0 7 , 
has  g a rn e re d  a to ta l o f  o v e r  1 .9  b i ll io n  v ie w s  fo r  a ll  
th e ir  p o s ts  on  th e  p la tfo rm  in 2 0 2 2 . m a k in g  th e m

th e  to p m o s t c re a to r  in th e  ro m an c e  a n d  r e la t io n s h ip  
c a te g o ry  in  th e  H in d i L a n g u a g e .

M u s ic  & D a n c c
As m u sic  a n d  d a n c e  u n ite  p e o p le  f ro m  d if f e r e n t  

c u l tu r e s  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d s , th e  c a te g o ry  g a rn e re d  
o v e r  4 4  b i l l io n  v ie w s  w ith  2 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  H in d i 
u se rs . T h e  m u s ic  c a te g o ry  c a p tu r e d  a u d ie n c e s  th e  
m o s t , w i th  c r e a to r s  f ro m  D e lh i ,  L u c k n o w , a n d  
Ja ip u r . O v e r  32K  c re a to r s  f ro m  th e s e  c i t ie s  c rc a te d  
o v e r  I . I la k h  c o n tc n t  p ie c e s  in  th e  c a te g o ry  e a c h  
m o n th , w ith  (a a m ir  a li  w ri te  s in g le -h a n d e d ly  g a r ­
n e r in g  o v e r  2 8 0  M il l io n  v ie w s  a n d  b e in g  c ro w n e d  
a s  the  to p  c re a to r  in  th e  g e n re .

D evotion
T he th ird  m o s t lo v e d  c a te g o ry  a m o n g  H in d i c o n ­

s u m e rs  w a s  d e v o tio n . M o re  th a n  15 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
H indi la n g u a g e  u s e rs  o n  th e  p la tfo rm  fo llo w  th e  
c a te g o ry . T h e  H in d i c o n te n t  r e la te d  to  d e v o tio n a l  
s o n g s , p la c e s  o f  w o rs h ip , f e s t iv a ls ,  a n d  s p i r i tu a l ­
i ty  g a rn e re d  o v e r  70 b i l l io n  v ie w s  on  th e  p la tfo rm . 
M ore  th a n  1 .8 la k h  c re a to r s  p o s te d  o v e r  18 la k h  
c o n tc n t p ie c e s  f ro m  to p  re g io n s  in c lu d in g  D e lh i. 
L u ck n o w , a n d  J a ip u r ,  (fcjkanha ki p a g li i  e n d e d  th e  
y e a r  a s  th e  le a d in g  c rc a to r  in  th e  c a te g o ry , w ith  
o v e r  5 7 0  M il l io n  v ie w s  on  th e  c o n te n t  c re a te d  by 
th e m  th ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r .

H u m o u r  a n d  F u n
L a u g h te r  is  th e  b e s t m e d ic in e ,  a n d  th e  H in d i 

a u d ie n c e  o n  p la tfo rm  is  r u l in g  th is  c a te g o ry  w ith  
8 .8  per c e n t  a c t iv e ly  e n jo y in g  th e  c o n te n t  in  H in d i. 
W ith  m o re  th a n  4 0  b i l l io n  v ie w s , c o m e d y  c o n tc n t  
g a rn e re d  lo v e  f ro m  u se rs  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n try . C i t ie s  
s u c h  as  D e lh i .  L u ck n o w , and  J a ip u r  sa w  1.2 la k h
crea tors w ho u p lo a d ed  c lo s e  to 10 lak h co n ten t  
p ie ce s  in  th e  c a te g o ry , w ith  P a n k a j K h an n a  lo p p in g  
th e  c rc a to r  c h a r t ,  w ith  o v e r  2 b i l l io n  v ie w s  on  th e ir  
c o n tc n t. ( lA N S I i fe )
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“ You can't do it unless you can 
imagine it. ” 

— G e o rg e  Lucas
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Modi and m inorities
NOBEL laureate Amartya Sen is not an Oracle 
o f  Delphi. His own understanding o f  India, 
from a distance is not wholesom e and he at 
times misses the woods for the trees. Having 
lived and worked in the academic field in the 
UK and US for several decades since the early 
1970s. his perceptions are shaped by his own 
exposures to the West; and his em inence in 
welfare economics and pro-poor initiatives are 
well-appreciated. In a  media interview, he has 
observed that the Modi government is one o f 
the “m ost appalling" in the world. To pass such 
a judgm ent in the superlative was, on  the face 
o f  it, an overkill. At the same time, the point 
Sen sought to press home was that the present 
government here is following "communitarian 
and majoritarian”  policies which he termed a 
“national disaster.”

As Sen has stressed. Modi who heads the BJP 
government failed to give reassurance to the mi­
norities that his government treats them all with 
equal dignity and justice. Tlic Muslims, espe­
cially, got a  raw deal from this dispensation and 
even from tlv: previous Congress governments. 
The only Muslim m inister in the present central 
government has been removed. There is hardly 
any Muslim in the BJP ranks in Parliament or 
state legislatures even as this community forms 
one-fifth o f  the population. True, the Congress 
party had Uiken care o f  Muslims at the political 
level but this sense o f  inclusivcness was not 
evident ever in the administrative apparatus.

M uslims arc understandably incensed over 
the 2002 Gujarat RioLs that saw the killing o f  
large numbers from the community. Fact is also 
that Gujarat was prone to such riots for decades 
before M odi's arrival on the political scene. 
Muslims collectively tried to run down Modi 
and the BJP at every election thereafter, but 
met with limited success as in the West Bengal 
polls. Fighting with the establishment will have 
its price to pay. Muslims as a community must 
ponder whether it is advisable for them to keep 
fighting Modi and the BJP as both are going 
strong. The RSS has recently held out an olive 
branch to the Muslims and claimed it would treat 
all Indians as a  part o f  the wider Hindu family. 
India is a mosaic o f  cultures, races, religions, 
castes and communities. The only way to exist 
here is to co-cxist and the way forward is to give 
each segment o f  the population their due. India's 
developmental urges require it to forge unity as 
a prerequisite and tap the energies o f  its people, 
turning these into a synergy. Divided we stand, 
united wc fall.

MDA’s last leg
T h e  M DA governm ent 

is in the last leg o f  its race 
before it reaches the finishing 
line which is the next election 
to the sta te  assem bly. And 
not surprisingly the govern­
ment under the leadership 
o f  c h ie f  m in is te r  C onrad  
Sangm a and deputy  c h ie f 
m inister Prcstonc Tynsong 
is racing against time to inau­
gurate projects, half-finished 
projccis, and lay foundation 
stones for projects which arc 
still in the pipeline. In the 
process, the last few months 
o f  the MDA governm ent's 
tenure arc like a never-ending 
festival throughout the state. 
If  there is no inauguration 
and launching programs or­
ganized som ew here in the 
state, there would be  some 
sort o f  festiva ls  and  gigs 
o rgan ized  by the govern ­
ment elsew here. Since the 
last few months, the state is 
in some way or the other in 
a perpetual state o f  jo y  and 
festivity.

Foundation  stone 
laying cerem ony 

One very certain tiling is 
that the public has lost count 
o f  the number o f  foundation 
stones lhat the ch ief minister, 
the deputy chief minister, and 
the ministers have laid in the 
last few weeks. At some point 
in  time, it seems like the chief 
minister and the deputy chief 
minister are competing a s to 
who can lay the maximum 
number o f  foundation stones 
in one day. It w as reported 
that a few weeks back the 
deputy  c h ie f  m in ister laid 
seven numbers o f  foundation 
stones for equal numbers o f  
projects at Jowai. Tlic local 
news portal reported that it 
was a record o f  so rts that 
in  the history o f  the state, 
it w as the first tim e when 
the foundation stones o f  as 
many a s seven projects were 
laid in one day by the same 
person. Not to be outmancu- 
vcred by his deputy, in a few 
days it w as reported that the 
c h ie f  m in is te r, e lsew here  
in the sta te , has laid more 
foundation stones for more 
projccis than the deputy chief 
minister. Now ihc ch ief m in­
ister holds the record for the 
maximum number o f  founda­
tion stones laid in one day by 
a single person. By the end 
o f  this term, how many citi­
zens will even remember the 
number o f  foundation stones 
lhat were laid by whom and 
where?

N um ber o f  d istric ts 
and  blocks 

Another news item  that 
be w ild ered  the  pu b lic  is 
the num ber o f  districts and 
com m un ity  a nd  ru ra l d e ­
velopm ent blocks that this 
governm ent has created in 
the Iasi few months. 1 for 
one have lost count o f  how 
many districts and blocks the 
government created immedi­
ately before its term ends. For 
instance, the government has 
created a new Narpuh block

By HH Mohr men
in the east Jaftia hills, in ad­
dition to the Khlichriat. and 
the Saipung C& RD block. 
It may be m entioned that 
the creation c f  the Wapung 
block was also announced 
by the last government. The 
district wcbsiie showed that 
there are only tw o C& RD  
blocks in the d istric t with 
Khlichriat C&RD block hav­
ing 104 villages and Saipung 
C& RD  block having 89 vil­
lages. I f  the Narpuh C&RD 
block with its headquarter 
in  Lumchnong is to  become 
a reality, it I'as to  include 
villages from either Saipung 
or K hlichria blocks. The 
question is how convenient 
is it going to be for the vil-

area which is the home o f  
the B iatcB catcandthc  Ilmar 
people remains the most ne­
glected area in the state.

A n o th e r  C & R D  block  
was also created in the West 
Jailtia Hills district. The new 
N amdong C&RD block was 
inaugurated in the presence 
o f  the local M L A  West Ja- 
Atia hills district, which has 
an area 1693 sq KM. has a 
total number o f  293 villages. 
And as per 2011 provisional 
census, the district has 34.401 
households. West Jafltia Dis­
trict has three C& RD  blocks 
A m larcm  w hich is  a lso  a 
civil subdivision has 92 vil­
lages. Laskcrt 83 villages, 
an d  ThadlaskcA  w ith  116

lages from these blocks to 
travel to Lum:hnong if  they 
are going to t>c included in 
the list o f  villages under the 
Narpuh block.

The ch ief minister may not 
know  that Saipung C& RD  
block is currently operating 
from Latyrkc and not from 
Saipung which is the official

villages. The challenge for 
the government is that the vil­
lages that are to be included 
in the Namdong village.

'Hie most important ques­
tion now is i f  the government 
has enough resources to run 
the new C&RD blocks or dis­
tricts and whether there arc 
enough villages a s required to

Running the last mile o f its tenure, the 
government is also seen to be busy 
organizing festivals and gigs. The 
festivals and gigs were as usual 

organized only in Shillong and Tura and 
the other towns in the state were not on 

tho radar o f the government. Tho
festivals were organized in haste 

because i f  the government is planning a 
literary festival, it  should be well 

planned like other famous lit  fests.
h eadquarte r  o f  the block . 
Latyrkc is also very near to 
K hlichriat a rd  it docs not 
m ake sense to still call the 
block Saipung; C& RD block 
when it docs not operate from 
the place it is supposed lo. 
T he Saipung C& RD  block 
w as created for ihc sole pur­
pose o f  reaching out to the 
far-flung and neglected arcas 
o f  the  s ta te , bu t the  plan 
turned futile in d  the entire 
infrastructure c reated  w as 
left unused. Today Saipung

create the respective C&RD 
blocks and districts? 
Inaugurating new government 

offices o f Health care units 
The governm ent in the 

last leg o f  its race is also seen 
hurriedly inaugurating new 
offices and upgrading health 
care  facilities in the differ­
ent parts o f  the state. PHCs 
were upgraded to CHCs and 
some Pl ICs to Sub Divisional 
H ospita ls and C H C s were 
upgraded to the civil hospi­
tal. But in this mad nish o f

foundation stone laying and 
inauguration ceremony, it is 
very clear that the different 
upgraded  fac ilities do  not 
have the required infrastruc­
ture and manpower to operate 
even in the c unrent status and 
not to mention their upgraded 
category.

Festivals and  gigs
Running the last mile o f  its 

tcnurc. ihc government is also 
seen to be  busy organizing 
festivals and gigs. The fes­
tivals and gigs were as usual 
organized only in Shillong 
and Tura and the other towns 
in ihc slate were not on the 
radar o f  the government. The 
festivals were organized in 
haste bocausc if  the govern­
ment is planning a literary 
festiva l, it should  be well 
planned like other famous lit 
fests. If  these festivals arc also 
planned to attract tourists they 
should be planned in such a 
way that they at least coin­
c ide with the tourist seasons 
in the state like spring and 
autumn. G igs organized by 
the government this year also 
included famous bands from 
abroad. Unfortunately, some 
o f  the festivals and gigs tin t 
the  governm ent organ ized  
this year had to be abruptly 
stopped due to the unfortunate 
inc iden ts a t M ukroh. How 
effective arc these festivals 
and gigs in attracting tourists 
to  the state is a question that 
begs the answer.

No com m on m inim um  
program

In the en rire  five years 
term, the state w as litcrarily 
in the free reign o f  the ch ief 
minister. It seem s like  the 
coalition  governm ent w as 
single-handedly run by the 
NPP and the other coalition 
partners had no say. T he mis­
take the junior coalition part­
ners the UDP, the PDF. the 
IISPD and BJP node was that 
they d id not insist on a im ing  
up with a common minimum 
program that would otherwise 
guide the function o f  the co­
alition government. Because 
o f  the absence o f  any kind o f  
common agenda or agreement 
between the coalition partners 
to  steer the direction in which 
the government would take 
the state forw ard, the NPP 
has a free hand in the way 
the  governm ent functions. 
The blame is not on the NPP 
but on the coalition partners 
for not in sis ting  on som e 
kind o f  a common minimum 
progrant before they lent their 
support to the NPP-led MDA 
government.

A nd now most parlncrs arc 
sulking and blaming the NPP 
for all the wrongdoings in the 
G overnment but with no im­
pact. This clearly shows how 
much ahead o f  the others the 
N PP is in terms o f  its ability 
to showcase its achievements.
2023 March is the moment to 
wait and watch and see who 
the  p e op le  o f  M eghalaya  
w ill give the m andate to rule 
the  sta te  for the  next five 
years lo.

Train your 
guns well

tumor,
I congratulate Mr. James 

O liver Ly ngdoh for the latter 
part o f  his letter “Preachers 
and Schemers" that appeared 
in your newspaper. Tlic latter 
part o f  his letter highlights 
the need for individuals to 
have a critical and biblically 
inclined mindset and to  not 
put on an idolatrous pedestal 
those who arc a t ihc forefront 
o f  re lig ious a rd  sp iritua l 
m atters. A critique o f  the 
church  leadership is very 
much appreciated and very 
much in need, as it would 
remind the 'ciders* that they 
are not beyond public criti­
cism , and lhat they are actu­
ally accountable to  the laity 
and to the LORD.

However, there a rc  cer­
ta in  e lem en ts  in the first 
ha lf o f  the letter that I would 
object to. Mr. Ly ngdoh. in 
h is a ttem pt to  adv ise  the 
clcctoratc. targecd by name 
the  leaders o f  the All In­
d ia  T rinam oo l C o n g re ss  
(A IT C ), particularly . Mr. 
Sakct Gokhalc and Mr. Ab­
hishck Bancrjce. cautioning 
the clcctoratc about the “op ­
portunity that is too good to 
pass up” as offered by the 
AITC. undoubtedly referring 
to the W E C ard.and specifi­
cally the MY I: Card, which 
in Mr. LyngdoVs opinion 
would possibly mislead the

youth. It is hcrc that I would 
like to remind the readers tliat 
there is a great and vast dif­
ference between a  com m it­
ment and a lie that misleads. 
It is the natural function o f  
any political party to  make 
promises and commitments, 
and taking into account the 
prevailing debacle that has 
manifested itself in the vari­
ous socio -  economic prob­
lems and recent unpleasant 
ev ents that the people o f  the 
state are facing, because o f  
ihc inadequacies o f  the pres­
ent governm ent, it is only 
natural and even moral for 
the AITC to work towards 
finding solutions and present­
ing these solutions as healthy 
a lternatives and remedies. 
T herefore, to assum e that 
p ro m ise s  a rc  ne ce ssa r ily  
lies, without examining the 
overw helm ing positive re­
sponse from the public, and 
also without considering the 
fact that the AI TC is not part 
o f  the ruling coalition, is too 
cynical and an exercise akin 
to a carpet bom bing o f  ac­
cusations.

Furthermore, i f  one seeks 
to objectively warn tlx; elec­
torate o f  lies and misleading 
claim s, it is only proper to 
train one 's  c rosshair at the 
party in power. The party in 
power and its coalition part­
ners in the MDA arc directly 
responsible for the formula­
tion o f  policies and for pro­
viding the leadership in the 
implementation o f  policies in

a manner that would serve the 
interest o f  the common man. 
and provide solutions to the 
many problem s that define 
o u r  sta te : but the presen t 
government has proven itself 
to be wanting in this regard; 
therefore, i f  there is any cau­
tion to be made about things 
that mislead, one should train 
their guns at the government 
o f  the day, which five years 
ago m ade promises and is to  
be held accountable.

O n the o the r hand, the 
A IT C  is  at the fo re fron t, 
challenging the BJP and its 
overbearing stretch at the na­
tional level by raising moral, 
ethical and dircct questions, 
especially in the Parliament 
through its eminent and intel­
lectually proficient members 
o f  pa rliam en t like  D erek  
O 'B rien. Mahua Moitra and 
others: challenging the to­
ta litarian and au thoritarian 
policies o f  si ngu lari sat ion 
and homogcnisation that Ihc 
BJP governm ent has been 
pursuing that endangers the 
p luralistic  nature o f  India. 
At the state level the AITC is 
trying its level best to remove 
political complaccncy a t the 
g rass ro o ts  le v e l, p rov ide  
viable  a ltern a tiv es  and  to 
challenge the proxies o f  the 
BJP. Any democrat, conser­
vative o r liberal, regardless 
o f  their political affiliations 
should take these factors into 
consideration before making 
c ardcss remarks against the 
AITC.

Yours etc..
ObaJiali Lamshwa 

Lamarc.
Via email

An exam ple for 
our lawmakers 

to follow
Editor.
O n January 14 last, the 

leg isla tu re  o f  T am il Nadu 
has adopted  i bill ( Tamil 
Nadu Government Servants 
( C o n d itio n s  o f  S e rv ice )  
A mendm ent Dill. 2023) to 
make Tamil Linguagc paper 
compulsory for recruitment 
to  S ta te  governm en t se r­
vice. This bill aims to ensure 
tha t o n ly  Tamil youth are  
recruited to all government 
departments a id  public sec­
tor enterprise*.

The passage o f  this legis­
lation serves as an example 
for M cghalayan legislators 
w ho carc  about the youth 
o f  the state. The lawmakers 
in  M eghalaya  can take  a 
sim ilar step  by m andating 
the requirements o f the Khasi 
and  G aro language papers 
for recruitment in all State 
governm ent services. T his 
w ill guarantee employment 
for ou r youth and the pres­
e rvation  o f  the K hasi and  
G aro languages. It will also 
be taken up as a means to 
push for the Khasi and Garo 
languages to Sc included in 
the 8th Schedule o f  the Con­

stitution o f  India.
Yours etc., 

Kenneth Nongsicj.
Via email

On qualified  
leaders

lidlior.
I agree with Dr. Omariin 

K yndiah  lha t o u r  leade rs  
must be qualified, "Needed 
qualified nctas”  (ST. Janu­
a ry  13, 2023). U nqualified 
leaders could be  the cause 
o f  various problems. Again, 
one with a streak o f  obsti­
nacy and  odd  c lum siness  
is  a  m ajor disappointm ent. 
He can hardly cheer up his 
bureaucrats. How awful that 
an academically poor leader 
c ould  b ring  the aca d em i­
cally rich IAS ofliccr to his 
knees. Many ofliccrs find this 
beneath their dignity and self­
esteem but have to endure the 
indignity.

A part from  a ca d em ic  
qualifications, one wishes our 
leaders w ere w ell-adorned 
with a high degree o f  moral 
rectitude. Even a top leader 
with higher academic qualifi­
cations could be hypocritical, 
sonic even aggressively vio­
lent. There is no shortage o f  
such examples in the country. 
Under the cloak o f  academic 
p ro fic ie n cy  and d ign ified  
persona, " som e"  qualified  
leaders could only scheme 
on methods to loot the public
exchequers.

Needless to say, tlic moral

bankruptcy among souk lead­
ers is clearly taking a toll on 
governance in m odem  times. 
1 hope no one disagrees with 
this. Therefore, incorruptible 
leaders with human virtues 
arc a great asset to society. 
It is bccausc  they se ldom  
b e tra y  those  w ho  tru sted  
them. Such leaders readily 
empathize with the hardships 
o f  the underprivileged and 
shed genuine tears for them. 
A lbert E inste in  once sa id . 
"T h e  m ost im portan t hu ­
man endeavor is to strive for 
morality in our actions. Our 
inner balancc and even our 
very existence depend on it." 
It is tmly a  profound thought. 
How one wishes that as wc 
have incorporated E*mc2 in 
our technology, we could also 
incorporate the experienced 
observ ation o f  Einstein in our 
Constitution. After all. it is a 
human tin t deals with another 
human being  So it would be a 
great blessing to  have a com ­
passionate leader who stands 
firmly on the robust ground 
o f  ethics. They alone honestly 
put efforts intoallcviating the 
sufferings o f  the citizen! They 
alone strive to  save society 
from disaster!

Yours etc..
Salil Gewali.

Shillong

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f  the v> liters/ 
au tho rs and not tha t o f
The Shillong Timex

Constitution faces vicious 
attack from M odi govt. BJP

Supreme will of people 
higher than limited mandate 

won through election
By K Raveendran

V icc-picsidcnt Jagdccp  
D hankar ;n d  law minister 
K ircn Rijiju are dccidcdly 
waging a proxy war on be­
ha lf  o f  the N arcndra Modi 
govcmmcrt. The Collegium 
happens lobe  ju st a prop and 
the real target is tlx; Constitu- 
tion, which the ruling party 
considers as a hindrance to 
the pursuit o f  its isolationist 
agendas. While it began as 
potshots on the judiciary, the 
fight has ransform cd into 
a  full-fledged w ar, with the 
vice-president lately taking 
dircct aim :t  the Constitution. 
And it is lhe m ost vicious

loyal bhakths o f  Narcndra 
Modi seem to believe. The 
will lhat adopted the Con­
stitution is much larger than 
the will given expression 
through an election. Tlic ba­
sic structure o f  the Constitu­
tion has been given to us by 
the C onstituent Assembly, 
which is not a partisan body 
and cannot be overridden by 
a fractured will mandated 
through an election. This is 
where Dhankar. in spite o f  
having been a lawmaker as 
well as lawyer, has made a 
grave error.

A governm ent voted to

a ttack on the sta tu te  sincc 
Ind ira  G a n d h i 's  du b io u s 
Emergency.

Addressing the All India 
P residing O fficers Confer­
ence the other day, Dhankar 
did not disguise his displea­
sure  agairs t the jud ic iary , 
w hich he  considers  a s  an 
adversary in his idea o f  par­
liam entary dem ocracy. He 
asserted that parliamentary 
sovereignty and autonom y 
a re  q u in te ssen tia l fo r the 
survival o f dem ocracy and 
cannot be  perm itted to  be

pow er for five years c an ­
no t u su rp  the r igh ts  and 
privileges o f  posterity and 
its mandate is lim ited to ad­
ministering the nation for the 
lim ited period o f  its tenure. 
It will be gross injustice to 
the future generations if  the 
present gov ernment dccidcs 
the ir  a ffa irs  on the basis  
o f  its lim ited wisdom and 
outlook. Such policies have
In h«* fnrmnlnlrd a ftrr  hrnnd
discussion and consultations, 
sim ilar to the proceedings o f  
the C onstituent Assembly,

Addressing the All India Presiding 
Officers Conference the other day, 

Dhankar did not disguise his 
displeasure against the judiciary, which 

he considers as an adversary in his 
idea of parliamentary democracy. He 

asserted that parliamentary sovereignty 
and autonomy are quintessential for the 
survival of democracy and cannot be 
permitted to be compromised by the 

executive or judiciary.
compromised by the execu­
tive o r judiciary.

T he Rajya Sabha chair­
man had inhis maiden speech 
to  the house described the 
Suprem e C ourt's action in 
striking do'vn o f  the National 
Judicial AppoinUnents Com ­
mission Act in 2015 a severe 
compromise o f  parliamenta­
ry sov crcijnty and disregard 
o f  the o f  the people. At the 
presiding .ifficcrs meeting, 
he w ent a step  further and 
challenged the basic structure 
doctrine, established in the 
landmark 1973 Kcsavananda 
Bharati ca>e verdict, which 
mandated judicial review o f  
all laws nude by legislatures 
to ensure they w ere in accor- 
daiKC withthc basic structure 
o f  the Constitution.

A ccord ing  to  h im . the 
Kcsavananda Bharati case 
vcrdict set a bad precedent 
and  i f  any authority  ques­
tions parliament's pow er to 
am end the C onstitution, it 
would be difficult to  say 'wc 
arc a democratic nation'. " If  
any institution on any basis 
strikes down the law passed 
by parliament then it w ill not 
be good for democracy and 
would be difficult to say wc 
arc a dcnwcratic nation." lie 
asserted.

T here  is no doubt tha t 
the  w ill o f  the people are 
suprem e. But the will that 
D hankar has in mind is a 
fractured will lhat is valid for 
only five years for which the 
people have elected a gov­
ernment. People can change 
that ‘will* after five years and 
then* is no permanency to it 
as the vice-president and the

and not on the basis o f  what 
the ru lin g  pa rty  m ay be 
thinking at a  particular point 
o f  time.

It is a dangerous proposi­
tion to consider the limited 
mandate given to  a govern­
ment as a blank cheque for 
all times (o come. Parliament 
cannot pass a law for self- 
annihilation. even if  the rul­
ing party enjoys 100 pcrccnt 
majority in the house. No 
single legislature can claim 
to represent the cntirc body 
o f  people, which is com ­
prised o f  diverse elements 
that do not lend themselves 
to  a single approach, faith or 
party affiliation. A democ­
racy allow s play for cach 
o f  these and majoritarian- 
ism is the very antithesis o f  
democracy.

The basic structure doc­
trine w as estab lished  in a 
7-6 vcrd ic t by a l3 -ju d g c  
C onstitution Bench which 
ruled that the basic struc­
ture o f  the Constitution is 
inviolable , and cannot be 
amended by parliament. I'hc 
pow er o f  ju d ic ia l review  
en jo ins on the courts the 
mandate to  strike down any 
law that is found to  damage 
o r destroy the basic features 
o f  the Constitution. It takes 
sustenance from the concept 
that the fundamentals o f  the 
Constitution arc beyond the 
means o f  legislatures elected 
for lim ited periods. The rul­
ing itself was the result o f  
a scries o f  confrontations 
betw een the jud ic iary  and 
the  ex ec u tiv e  du ring  the 
dork days o f  Indira G andhi's 
Emergency. (IPA Service)
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Is the public of Meghalaya 
immune to underdevelopment?

“The discipline o f  desire is 
the background o f  character. ”

— John Lockc
T h e  S h illo n g  T im e s
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BJP arrogance not m isplaced
ONE reason why the BJP is very sure o f winning 
the 2024 elect ons is the absence o f  a com bined 
opposition or even a  single strong opposition 
party in the country today. The fact that the 
regional parties in Uttar Pradesh and elsew here 
have refused to jo in  the m uch-touted Bharat 
Jodo Yatra (BJY) led by Rahul Gandhi informs 
that the regional satraps are all keen to play their 
part in the national scene w ithout alliances. That 
this is a  tall order and will only allow' the BJP 
a smooth ride goes w'ithout saying. Hence the 
overconfidence o f  the BJP in M eghalaya is not 
w'ithout reasons. The fact that the Congress won 
the recent state elections in Himachal Pradesh 
is no guarantee o f  a Congress com eback at the 
national level. The Congress needs to reinvent 
itself and one Df the areas that it really needs to 
search its soul is in arbitrary decision -making. 
In M eghalaya we are already seeing internal dis­
sensions within the Congress owing to the old 
habit o f  taking decisions w ithout consultations 
w'ith grass-roots w'orkcrs.

The very fact that all the 17 MLAs o f  the 
Congress Party abandoned the Party was mainly 
because o f  theappointm ent o f  a  State Congress 
President based on the d ictates o f  the High 
Command rather than by a process o f  voting. 
It is not without reason therefore that senior 
Congressm en and women abandoned the Party 
that they had long ow ed their allegiance to. It is 
a fact that the Congress needs young, dynam ic 
leadership at the national level and not a loyal­
ist o f  the Nehru-Gandhi family. That the Fam­
ily is unwilling to let go and fears that a Party 
led by anyone other than a Nchru-Gandhi or a 
loyalist o f  the family will disintegrate show's a 
lack o f  faith in the people o f  this country. If  the 
Congress claim s that it is the only advocate o f  
dem ocracy simply because it led the freedom 
movement, it also forgets that M ahatma Gandhi 
had suggested that post-independence the Party 
should be disbanded to allow  for the formation 
o f  a more inclusive party w'ith a  new outlook to 
take the leadership position in an independent 
India. It is inevitable that a  party formed before 
India's independence has over time developed 
vested interests and that is what is ailing the 
Congress.

W hile leading liberal thinkers like Yogendra 
Yadav w ho have jo ined  the BJY believe that 
R ahul G andhi is c rea tin g  w aves th a t now 
threaten the BJP-RSS flagship, w-hat happens 
after the BJY and how the Congress re-orients 
itse lf across the states will be key to its image 
makeover. Also, w hether the Congress can be 
the centripetal force uniting all the non-BJP 
parties is yet to unfold. Naturally the BJP is 
upbeat; hence the claim  o f  the M eghalaya BJP 
that no party/parties can form a government 
w'ithout it.

By Prof. Lakhon Kma

E conom ic  s lo w d o w n  to force 
w orkers in to  low er qua lity  jobs

Global employment 
faltering, undermining 

social justice
By Dr. Gyan Put ha k

W hat a plight
M eghalaya  

is in!
Editor,
1 am  usually never drawn 

into responding to the w rit­
ings in the Editorial Page, 
but o f  late I have cone so be­
cause I believe in the "Duty 
o f  Care" that all o f  us should 
have for the e xpo itcd . the 
deceived and the cheated in 
society.

Patricia Mukhim’s-  Eloc- 
tion 2023: The results will 
b e  b lo w in g  in the f ie rc e  
February w inds (ST January 
6 . 2023) m ade me reflect 
on how low people in gov­
ernance have fallen. I had 
w ritten  m y response , but 
never posted it. I then read 
h e r a rtic le : W ho w ill lift 
Meghalaya from he dumps 
(ST January 13.2023) and it 
moved me greatly. It prompt­
ed me to  w rite  this letter. 
How hard hcaitcdand indif­
ferent is  the  governm ent! 
Yet they trumpet he ir  falla­
c ious a i i i io  duiw^li 
fancy and expensive fanfare 
making sure  the Press adds 
colour and hype!

Let m e focus on: E lec­
tions 2023.

Strangely, all the  ques­
tions raised struck a chord in 
me deeply. A nd I would like 
to d raw  in all NGOs, Social 
g roups. A sso c ia tio n s and 
even Church organisations 
to  expose  the m alfeasance 
o f  the government. Wc seem 
to have so many associations 
that claim 'they care!' Let all 
now  put the ir shoulders to 
the wheel and  challenge the 
governm ent. W ork for the 
people with genuineness o f  
heart and mind. Shame the 
corrupt politicians, bureau­
crats. autocrats, technocrats 
and all who siphon o ff  funds 
for them selves! I know- - 
“their hearts" don't "pain at 
the sight o f  such struggles." 
And their conscience is  nev­
e r p ricked. H ow ever, they 
w ill be ju d g e d  a nd  I can 
well imagine how they will 
go out!

A nd in the second w rite­
up. the word 'dum ps' caught 
my attention. W hat a tragedy 
that character and moral libre 
has been  lost in  the  very 
politicians w e voted! Will 
w e the electorate continue to 
vote for narcissistic pe lf par­
ties and  underhand dealing 
agents? I shake m y head in

In the  e lec tion  season , 
w hile  freeb ies  a n d  m ighty 
p rom ises a rc  running  h igh , 
pe rhaps it w ill not b e  ou t 
o f  tu n e  to  a n a ly z e  o u r  
p syche  a s  vo te rs  in  e lec t­
in g  s u c c e s s iv e  g o v e rn ­
m en ts w h ich  w e re  unab le  
to  pu t M egh ala y a  on  the  
tra c k  o f  o v e ra l l  g ro w th  
a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  c o m ­
p a re d  to  s e v e r a l  S ta te s  
in  th e  c o u n try . In sp ite  
a ll ta ll  c la im s , fan fa res , 
b illb o ard s a nd  po ste rs  o f  
the p o liticians o f  the  r iding 
p a rties , it is  no t su rp ris in g  
to  look  a t R e se rv e  B ank 
o f  In d ia  d a ta  r e v e a l in g  
th a t M e g h a la y a  h a s  th e  
slow est e conom ic  grow th 
in  th e  w ho le  c o u n try  w ith 
a record  C om pounded  A n ­
nual G row th  Rate (C A G R ) 
o f  ju s t 2%  in th e  financial 
year 2 0 2 1 w ith  the  S ta te ’s 
G D P  o f  Rs 23 .7 5 0  c ro rcs  
in  F Y  2021 . C o m p are  it 
to  A ssam , o n e  o f  the  top  
ten faetetit-g row ing  elates 
in Ind ia  w ith  a C A G R  o f  
5 .3 %  a n d  G S D P  o f  Rs 
2 .28  lakh c ro rc  in FY 21. 
A m ong  ihe  N orth-E astern  
sta te s, it is  M izoram  that 
has th e  fastest g ro w th  rate  
o f  7 .9 %  in the  s a m e  p e ­
riod. Per cap ita  incom e in 
M eghalaya  w as e stim a ted  
a t Rs 6 0 .6 0 6  in 2021 -22  
m uch  le sse r than  the  p re ­
pandem ic  pe riod . M e g h a ­
la y a 's  e co n o m y  g rew  less 
th a n  0 .1 %  in 2 0 2 1 -22  to  
Rs 25 .6 9 6 .8 2  c ro rc . c o m ­
p a re d  to  th e  p rev io u s  fi- 
nancia l year. Yet, the NPP- 
led  g o v e rn m e n t p a in ts  a 
p ic tu re  tha t all is w ell in 
ihe  S tate . U nderstandably , 
th e  r u l in g  d is p e n s a t io n  
w o u ld  lo v e  to  h id e  th e  
a n ti- in cu m b cn c y  fac to rs. 
But d o c s  th is r ea lly  m a tte r  
to  vo te rs ; pe rhaps no t and  
hence  p o litica l pa rties  and  
th e ir  le ad e rs  ta k e  u s  for 
a  r id e . A p p aren tly , b la n ­
ke ts . u te n s ils , tin  sh e ets , 
s p o n s o r e d  p i c n i c s  a n d  
c o n c e r ts  ta k e  th e  c e n tre  
stage  d u r in g  the  e lec tion  
season . Poor G andh i m ust 
be fee ling  asham ed  staring  
al p eop le  in those  g rey  and  
p ink  c u rren c y  no tes  a s  it 
g e ts  e xch a n g ed  fo r  votes.

O n e  o f  the  m o st g la ring  
e x a m p le s  o f  o u r  u n d e r ­
d e v e lo p m e n t is  o u r  a i r  
c o n n ec tiv ity . T h e  U m roi 
a irp o r t, a t an  a ltitu d e  o f  
2 ,910  ft, w hich  w as c o n ­
stru c te d  in th e  1960s, is 
still no t fu lly  o p e ra tio n ­
al. T hanks to  the  U D A N  
sc h e m e  o f  th e  G o v t,  o f  
Ind ia , so m e  se rv ic e s  go t 
s ta r te d . In c o n tra s t ,  th e  
fo u n d a tio n  s to n e  o f  Pa- 
ky o n g  A irp o rt in S ikk im  
w as laid in February  2009  
a nd  w as  fu lly  o pe ra tiona l 
by O c to b er 2 0 1 S. tha t too, 
at an  a ltitu d e  o f  4 ,6 4 6  ft. 
Ju st a  sm all c o m parison  o f  
leadersh ip  qua lity  be tw een  
S ik k im  a n d  M e g h a la y a  
a nd  o f  c ou rsc . the  public  
apathy  a t la rge  here . N ow  
w e a re  ta lk ing  abo u t a  new  
G re e n f ie ld  a irp o r t ,  l e t 's  
see  w h ere  d o  w c  rea ch . 
T a lk s  o n  tr a in  s c rv i c c s

d isbelief over ihe exposure 
b ro u g h t ou t a n d  w o n d er 
if  M eghalaya can e ver be 
retrieved from the 'dumps'! 
T his word is  so apt! It truly 
punches m e in the face.

D o w e h ave  p o w erfu l 
c le a n in g  a g e n ts  fo r  th e  
dum ps? D o w e have re li­
able and solid machinery to 
do the work o f  em ptying the 
dumps? Do wc have genuine 
spare parts for repairing the 
engines that fail? A nd above 
all do wc have persons with 
the  s tre n g th  o f  c h a rac te r  
to  d r iv e  such  heavy-duty  
m achines?

Yours etc., 
K evin Phillips 

Shillong - i9

N arrow  lanes 
obstruct fire 

tenders
Editor.
O n the ill-fated evening 

o f  Januaiy 10. all o f  a sudden 
panic gripped the residents 
o f  Maw bah w hen a massive 
lire broke ou t in one o f  the 
four storied buildings in a 
compound and  people w it­
nessed the fury o f  the raging

g e t red-flagged from  d if ­
fe ren t co rn e rs . G o a . go t 
S ta te h o o d  in M ay  1987. 
s ta rted  its train  s c rv icc s in 
Ju n e  1990. 33 y e a rs  do w n  
the  lin e , they s ti ll sp e ak  
K onkan i. g o  to  ch u rc h es  
a nd  tem p les , ca t the ir  sea  
foods a nd  enjoy  th e ir  w ine 
a nd  fcni. T he G ro s s  S tale  
D om estic  Product (G S D P) 
o f  G oa  for 2022*23 (at cu r­
ren t p rices) is p ro jec ted  to  
be  Rs 91 ,417  c ro rc . T h e  
G D P  p e r  c a p ita  o f  G o a  
( 2 0 1 9 -2 0 )  w as S 6 .2 2 7  
w a y  a h e a d  o f  S ik k im ,  
D elhi a nd  C hand iga rh  in 
2 n d . 3 rd  and  4 th  p la c e , 
respectively . W ith a ll the 
g o o d n e s s  o f  G o a ,  y o u  
still c an n o t buy  p roperty  
in y o u r  nam e un less  you

h ave  s ta y e d  th e rc  fo r 15 
y e a r s . W e a lre a d y  h a v e  
L an d  T r a n s f e r  A c t th a t 
d ebars  ou tsiders from  b uy ­
ing  p roperties he re  e xcep t 
in E u ropean  w ards.

T h e  question  the re fo re  
is  w hen  w ili w e-the  g e n ­
e ra l pub lic  o f  M eghalaya  
w ake up  from o u r  slum ber. 
I f  w c  h a v e  politica l lead ­
e rsh ip  tha t is cap a b le  and  
h o n e st a nd  put in  strong  
m ech an ism s to  p ro tec t the 
in te res t o f  local p e o p le , 
a nd  s tand  by  its peo p le  in 
e v e ry  nook  and c o m e r  o f  
th e  S ta te , there is  n o th ing  
to  b e  a fm id  about a n d  no  
o ne  c an  s top  V lcghalayans 
f ro m  e c o n o  n ic  g ro w th . 
It is o b v io u s  tha t cheaper 
transportation b rings dow  n 
th e  p ricc  o f  all c o m m o d i­
ties m ak ing  italTordablc to  
the people  a t the  bo ttom  o f  
the  soc io -eco nom ic  p y ra ­
m id . In a ny  rem ote  pa rt o f  
A ssam , n o  vegetab les arc 
m ore  than R s  30/kg. H ere, 
in  S h illo n g , i t ’s  no t le ss  
th a n  Rs. 120/kg d e p e n d ­
in g  u p o n  w h ic h  m a rk e t 
y ou  a rc  b u y in g . Icw d u h  
( B a ra  B a za r)  b e in g  Ihe  
c h e a p e s t. But. d o c s  th is  
m a tte r  to  vo te rs?  1 d o n ’t 
th in k  so . B ad  r o a d s  in  
o u r  c ity , tow ns a n d  v i l­
lages a n d  sta te  h ighw ay s, 
p o o r  d r a in a g e  s y s te m , 
poo r s tre e t ligh ting  acro ss

n rc  engulfing ihe rooHop 
homes one  by one and dev­
astating every object in its 
path. Massive flames erupted 
and  ligh ted  up the  sky in 
fury. This was followed by 
the blast o f  a series o f  cyl­
inders which added  to  the 
raging fire making it more 
destructive as it consum ed 
everything in its path. Tlte 
residen ts looked on he lp ­
lessly from  a d istance and 
w atched  the ir be long ings 
and life’s can ings engulfed 
by the firc. T ic y  could only 
weep in misery a t their fates 
and lam ent their losses.

A s soon as the new’s o f  
the  f ire  incident sp read  I 
hastily headed to my terrace 
from  w here  the  f irc  w as 
clearly visibl; and then ran 
dow nsta irs and proceeded 
towards the spot where the 
furious flames w ere consum­
ing the buildi lg. On the  way 
to the spot 1 w itnessed that 
the lire tenders w erc already 
on their way but they werc 
obstructions lhat prevented 
them from reaching speedily 
to render help. The lanes to 
the scene o f  firc were very 
narrow  lor the lire tenders 
to negotiate. Over and above 
that there w as traffic c on ­
gestion caused by roadside

the  S tate , p o o r in frastruc ­
tu r e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  e tc .  
bc co m c s inv is ib le  in front 
o f  freeb ies  and  few  h a rd  
c u r r e n c ie s  d u r in g  e le c ­
tions.

W hile  the  w orld  is  ta lk ­
in g  o f  g o in g  to  M a rs  o r  
space  to u r ism  in  th e  next 
5 to  10 years , w e  in  M e ­
gha laya  a rc  still strugg ling  
fo r b a s ic  a m e n it ie s  su c h  
a s  e m p lo y m e n t,  p o ta b le  
w a te r , fo o d , e le m e n ta ry  
e d u c a t io n ,  r o a d s ,  fo o t ­
p a th s  a n d  e le c tr ic i ty .  It 
is  a m a z in g  th a t th e re  is 
no  hue  a nd  c ry  a nd  m ass 
sc a le  p ro test on  the  s tre e ts  
a cro ss  M eg halaya , e xcep t 
o c c a s io n a l  e p is o d e s  by  
som e  pressu re  g ro u p s  on  
th e se  is s u e s  th a t  a re  in

the  in te rest o f  th e  g enera l 
pub lic . I a m  no t su re  how  
m a n y  o f  u s w ill a sk  o u r  
M  D C s/M  L A s/c an d id a te s  
to  s h o w  th e i r  p r o g re s s  
r e p o r t  w h e n  th e y  co m e  
ask ing  fo r o u r  votes.

P a r t i e s  w e l c o m i n g  
t a in t e d  E x - M L A s  a n d  
c a n d id a te s  in th e ir  folds, 
w h o  h a v e  d e m ea n ed  th e  
pub lic  o ffice /position  they  
he ld  a n d  le d  to  huge  losses 
o f  p u b l ic  m o n e y , o n ly  
speak  o f  the ir  seriousness 
in  d e a l in g  w ith  c o r r u p ­
tion  a nd  c o rru p t p rac tices. 
E q u a l ly  b a f f l in g  is  th e  
pub lic  acc ep ta n ce  o f  such  
so -ca lle d  leade rs . W e a rc  
now  p e rm anen tly  im m une  
to  c o rru p t leade rs , co rrup t 
p rac tic cs  a nd  unde rd e v el­
o p m e n t o r  p e rh a p s , w c 
a re  p ay ing  m o re  a tten tion  
to  t r iv ia l  is s u e s .  A tta c k  
o n  p la c e s  o f  w o rs h ip  in  
a n y  part o f  o u r  co un try , is 
h ig h ly  c o n d cm n a b lc  and  
is  a  b lo t o n  In d ia 's  im age 
a s  a m a tu re  d e m o c ra c y  
g loba lly  a nd  a  th rea t to  the  
basic  s tm ctu re  o f  o u r  C on- 
s t i tu t io n . H o w e v e r ,  th e  
irony  is -w h ile  w c  seem s 
to  be v e ry  reactiv e  to  such  
in c id en ts  ha p p en in g  o u t­
side  o u r  S tate , n o  o ne  from  
o th e r  s ta te s e v e r  bo the red  
on  o u r  p o o r  g ro w th  rate  
a nd  o v e ra ll dev elo p m e n t. 
O b v io u s ly ,  w c  h a v e  to

parking. H ie  road w as only 
cleared after 10-15 minutes. 
But these 15 minutes werc 
precious and m ost crucial 
and could have m ade a lot o f  
difference; lives could have 
been saved.

In th is area it has been 
pointed out tim e and again 
that roadside parking o f  cars 
a nd  tw o  w hee le rs  causes 
horrific congestion but no 
one really cares. This in fact 
slow ed dow n the m ove­
ment o f  the fire  b rigades 
re su l tin g  in th e  on g o in g  
fire w hich caused  the loss 
o f  liv e s  o f  tw o  in n o c en t 
children besides lo sso f  prop­
erty. In hindsight, the lives 
c ou ld  have  been saved  if  
the congestion  caused  by 
the roadside  p a rk ing  had 
not hindered the easy pas­
sage  o f  fire  tenders since 
each second m atters in such 
emergencies.

Roadside parking is the 
bane o f  Mawbah.M awprcm 
and Jhalupara which people 
take as a right and privilege. 
Vehicle ow ners recklessly 
park their vehicles anywhere 
they  w ant, irrespective  o f  
the inconvenience  created 
for the m ovem ent o f  other 
vehicles. The lanes o f  these 
a reas are so  narrow  to let

fend fo r o u rse lv es  so  w hy 
b o th e r  w ith  th e se  is su e s  
b e y o n d  o u r  c o n tro l; ra the r 
w c  s h o u ld  fo c u s  o n  o u r  
p rob lem s.

W e a rc  le a s t  r c a c tiv c  
to  o u r  o w n  p o o r  e co n o m ­
ic  g ro w th  ra te  a n d  la ck  
o f  o v e ra ll d e v e lo p m e n t. 
S o m e t im e s  I a m  m a d e  
to  b e lie v e  th a t p e rh a p s , 
a p a r t  fro m  o th e r  th in g s  
a ilin g  o u r  S ta te , it w a s  not 
w ise  to  a cc ep t S ta tehood  
w ith o u t p ro p er boundary  
d e m arca tio n  w ith  A ssam  
in so m e  a re a s  w h ic h  re ­
su lted  in  lo ss  o f  p rec ious 
liv e s ev en  today . S im ila r­
ly. the re  a re  several b u rn ­
in g  issu e s  th a t r em a in e d  
u n re s o lv e d  in  o u r  S ta te  
til l d a te .  O n e  im p o r ta n t 
a sp ec t o f  dev elo p m e n t is 
tha t the  D istric t C ounc ils  
a rc  m ade  m ore  responsible 
a nd  a cc oun tab le  to  public  
s o  tha t they c a n  con trib u te  
in the  overa ll g ro w th  o f  the 
S ta te  ra th e r lhan ju s t being  
a  sp r in g  boa rd  to  launch 
o n e ’s  po litica l career.

W hile  chan g e  is th e  hot 
top ic  even  in th is  e lec tion , 
w h o  w ill b ring  the  change  
is  the  b ig  q u e stio n . Parties 
c la im in g  to  be  a pu ta tive  
a g en t o f  ch an g e , no  m a t­
te r  ho w  reso u rce fu l they  
a re .  h a v e  to  b e  m in d fu l 
o f  a  few  im portan t things. 
F irs tly , they  h a v e  to  a d ­
d ress  the needs and  a sp ira ­
tions o f  the  peop le  w ho  are 
d eep ly  frustra ted now  w ith 
th e  p o lit ic a l c la s s .  S e c ­
ondly . w ith m ore  than  86%  
o f  M eghalay a ’s  population 
b e in g  t r ib a l ,  n o  p a r t ie s  
c a n  s u c c e c d  i f  th e y  a re  
c a r e le s s ly  d is c o n n e c te d  
from  the  in te rest o f  the  lo­
c a ls  a nd  the ir  sen tim en ts. 
T h ird ly , w ith  C h r is t ia n s  
c o m p ris in g  o f  ab o u t 75%  
o f  the  to ta l popu la tion  o f  
o u r  S ta te ;  n o  p a r ty  c an  
su c ce ed  he re  by c a rry ing  
a  no tion  o f  b e in g  ag ainst 
th e m . H is to r y  is  p r o o f  
tha t po litica l p a rtie s  have 
a lw ays exp lo ited  th is w eak 
aspec t o f  hum an behav iou r 
a nd  ex is te n ce  e lec tio n  a f ­
te r  e lec tion . E ven  libe ra ls  
like  u s  find it h ard  to  deny  
tha t re lig ion  is a  b ig  fac tor 
in e lec tio n s. A  w eak  and  
d iv id e d  politica l c lass  w ith 
a  m e d iev a l m in d s e t tha t 
focuses on  pe tty  issues can 
n e v er  d r iv e  the  eng in e  o f  
g row  th  n o r  w ill  a  d iv ided , 
ignoran t a n d  sho rt-s igh ted  
g e n e ra l pub lic  be  ab le  to  
d e m an d  the ir  sha re  o f  e c o ­
nom ic  g ro w th  a n d  overa ll 
d evelopm en t.

L e t ’s a s k  o u r s e l v e s  
o ncc  a g a in -D id  th e  po liti­
c a l c la ss  be tra y  o u r  m is ts  
e le c tio n  a fte r  e lec tio n  o r  
d id  w e  keep  vo tin g  w ith ­
o u t p ro p e r app lica tion  o f  
m in d ?  M o re  so , d id  w e 
ke ep  se lling  o u r  p rec ious 
v o te s  fo r th e  ’o n c c - in -5  
-y e a rs  s c h e m e ’ o f  a  few  
h u n d red /th o u san d  rupees 
for th e  la st 5 1 years  o f  ou r 
S ta tehood?

(T h e  a u th o r  le a ch e s in  
N E H U . Sh illong).

e ven car pass at a time. In 
fac t som e sp o ts  have v e ­
hicles which have not been 
used for months together and 
have turned brown due to 
accumulation o f  dust in them 
but the space has been freely 
and  perm anently  occupied 
by the  vehicle owners, pay­
ing zero a s parking fees.

I sincere ly  request the 
con ce rn e d  a u th o ri tie s  to  
kindly look into this matter 
so that another sim ilar mis­
adventure does not happen 
any  time in the future due 
to  obstruction o f  movement 
o f  traffic and timely arrival 
o f  e m ergency  se rv ice s  is 
rendered futile.

The deceased cannot be 
brought back to life but at 
least a few  steps a nd  a c ­
tions w ould  no t p revent a 
sim ilar disaster from being 
repeated.

Yours etc..
Manish Kr.Chaudhary 

Shillong -2

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the  view s o f  ihe w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

em p lo y m e n t is sla te d  to  
rise  slig h tly  in  2023 , by 
a ro u n d  3 m illion , to  208  
m illion  (corresponding  lo 
a  g lo b a l u n e m p lo y m e n t 
rate  o f  5.8 per cent). T he 
m oderate size o f  th is p ro ­
je c te d  increase  is  la rgely  
due  to tight labour supply 
in  h igh -iicom e  countries. 
T his would m ark a  reversal 
o f  the decline in g lobal un ­
em ploym ent seen betw een 
2020-2022. It m eans that 
g lobal unem ploym ent w ill 
rem a in  16 m illion  a bove  
ihe  p re-cris is  benchm ark  
(set in 2019).

In addition to unem ploy­
ment “job  quality  rem ains 
a key co»ccm ”. the report 
says, adding that “ Decent 
W ork  is  fu n d am e n ta l to  
so c ia l ju s t ice " . A  decade  
o f  progress in poverty  re ­
duction  faltered during  the 
C O V ID -19 cris is. D espite 
a  nasccnl recovery during 
2021, the con tinu ing  sho rt­
a ge  o f  belter jo b  opportun i­
tie s  is  likely to  w orsen , the 
s tudy  says.

T he curren t slow dow 'n 
m eans that m any  w orkers 
w ill have to accep t low er 
quality  jobs, often  a t very 
low  pay, som etim es w ith 
in su f f ic ie n t h o u rs . F u r ­
th e rm o re . a s  p r ic e s  r ise  
faster than nom inal labour 
incom cs.thc  cost-of-living 
c ris is  ris<s push ing  m ore 
people  into poverty. T his 
trend com es on  top o f  sig­
nificant declines in incom e 
seen during the C O V ID -19 
crisis, w hich in m any coun­
trie s affected low -incom e 
g roups worst.

T he report a lso  iden ti­
f ies a  new. com prehensive  
m easure  o f  unm et need for 
e m ploym ent the  g lobal 
jo b s  gap. A s w ell a s  those 
w ho  a re  unem ployed, this 
m e asu re  in c lu d es  peop le  
w ho wan! em ploym ent but 
a rc  no t actively searching 
for a  job , e ith e r  becau se  
th e y  a re  d is c o u ra g e d  o r  
b e ca u se  they  h ave  o th e r  
o b lig a tio n s  such  a s  c a re  
responsibilities. T heg lobal 
jubii gu|> MtKid a t 473  m il- 
lion  in  2022 , a ro u n d  33 
m illion above the level o f  
2019.

tion o r training (N E E T ).
"T he  need for m ore  d e ­

cen t w ork and  social justice  
is c lea r and  urgen t.”  said 
ILO D ircctor-G encral. G il­
bert F. I loungbo. “ But i f  we 
a re  to m eet these  m ultiple 
challenges, w c m ust w ork 
to g e th e r  to  c re a te  a  new- 
global social contract. T he 
ILO  wili be  cam paign ing  
for a  G lobal Coalition  for 
Social Justicc  to  bu ild  sup ­
p o r t, c re a tc  th e  p o lic ie s  
needed, and  prepare  u s  for 
the  future o f  w ork .”

“ T h e  s lo w d o w n  in  
global em ploym ent g row th 
m eans that w c d o n ’t expect 
th e  lo s se s  in c u rre d  d u r ­
ing the  C O V ID -19 c ris is  
to  b e  r e c o v e re d  b e fo re  
2 0 2 5 ."  sa id  R ich a rd  Sa- 
maiLs. D irector o f  the ILO 's 
R esearch D epartm ent and 
repo rt c o o rd in a to r. “ T h e  
slow dow n in productiv ity  
g row th  is a lso  a  s ignificant 
concern , a s p roductivity  is 
essential for addressing  the 
interlinked c rises w e face 
in  purchasing pow er, e co ­
log ical su sta inab ility  and  
hum an w ell-b e in g "

In 2023 A frica and  the 
A ra b  S t a te s  sh o u ld  see  
e m p lo y m e n t g r o w th  o f  
around  3 per cen t o r  m ore. 
H ow ever, w ith the ir g row ­
in g  w o rk in g -a g e  p o p u ­
la tio n s. b o th  reg io n s  a rc  
likely to  see  unem ploym ent 
rates decline only m odestly 
(from  7.4 to  7.3 p e rc en t in 
A frica  a nd  8 .5 to  8 .2  per 
cen t in  the A rab States).

In A sia  and  the Pacific 
and  L atin A m erica and  tlte 
C aribbean, annual em ploy­
m ent g row th  is  p ro jec ted  
to  be  a round  1 pe r cen t. 
In N orthern A m erica therc 
will be few' o r  no em ploy­
m e n t g a in s  in  2 0 2 3  a nd  
unem p lo y m e n t w ill p ick  
up. says the report.

Europe and  C entral A sia 
a rc  p a rtic u la rly  h a rd  h it 
b y  th e  e co n o m ic  fa llou t 
from  the U kraine conflict. 
B u t w h ile  e m p lo y m e n t 
is  p ro jec ted  to  decline  in 
2023. the ir unem ploym ent 
rates should increase only 
slightly  given  the backdrop 
o f  lim ite d  g ro w th  in the  
w o rk in g -a g e  popu la tio n . 
(tPA Service)

“The question therefore is when 
will w e - t h e  g e n e r a l  public o f  M eghalaya  

wake up fro m  our slumber. I f  we have 
politica l leadership that is capable and  
honest and  put in strong mechanisms to 
protect the interest o f  local people, and  

s tand  by its people in every nook a nd  
corner o f  the State, there is nothing to be 
afraid about a n d  no  one can stop M egha­
laya ns from  economic growth. It is obvi­

ous that cheaper transportation brings 
down the price o f  all comm odities m aking  
it affordable to the people a t the bottom o f  

the socio-economic pyramid. ”

G loba econom ic  slow ­
d o w n  is  m o s t l ik e ly  to  
fo rc e  w o rk e rs  to  a c c e p t 
low er quality jo b s  in place 
o f  decent w ork. It has a l­
ready  adversely im pacted 
th e  g lo b a l e m p lo y m e n t 
g ro w th  w h ich  h a s  been  
faltering, and  pressure  on 
decent w:>rk has consider­
ab ly  increased. Pressure on 
decent working conditions 
a re  even underm ining so ­
cial justice.

I t has  b e en  r e v e a le d  
in  th e  IL O ’s W orld E m ­
ploym ent and  Social O u t­
look: Trcixls 2023 (W ESO 
T re n d s )  r e p o r t r e le a s e d  
today. Tfce cu rren t global 
e c o n o m ic  s lo w d o w n  is  
like ly  to  force m ore  w ork­
ers  to  accept low er quality, 
p o o r ly  pa id  jo b s  w h ic h  
lack jo b  security and  social 
protection, so  accentuating 
inequalities exacerbated by 
the CO V ID -19  crisis.

W E S O  T re n d s  2 0 2 3 . 
a lso  p ro jec ts  th a t g lo b a l 
em p loym en t g ro w th  w ill 
be  o n ly  1.0 p e r  c en t in 
20 2 3 . less than  h a l f  the  
level in  2022. G lobal un-

T he labour m arket d e ­
te rio ra tion  is  m a in ly  due  
to  e m erg in g  ge o p o litic a l 
ten sions and  the U kraine  
conflict, uneven pandem ic 
recovery , and  con tin u in g  
bottlenecks in global supply 
chains, the W ESO  Trends 
says. Together, these have 
created  the  c onditions for 
s ta g f la tio n  -  s im u lta n e ­
ously high inflation and  low 
grow th  for the  first tim e 
since the 1970s.

W om en and  young  peo­
p le  a rc  faring significantly  
w orse  in  labou r m arke ts . 
G lobally , the labour force 
participation rate o f  women 
stood  a t 47 .4  pe r c en t in 
2022, com pared  w ith 72.3 
per cen t for m en. T his 24.9 
percentage point gap  means 
that for every econom ically 
inactive  m an there  a rc  two 
such  w omen.

Young people (aged  15 
24 ) face severe difficulties 
in  f in d in g  a n d  k e e p in g  
decent em ploym ent. T heir 
unem ploym ent rate is three 
tim es that o f  adults. M ore 
than onc-in-five 23.5 per 
cen t o f  young  people arc 
no t in  em ploym ent, cduca-
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The politics of ‘winnability,’ 
coalition, schemes & pocket money

**Everything in moderation, and there s 
a perfect balance in this life i f  we can find  it. ”

—  R y an  R obb ins

T h e  S h illo n g  T im es
toil.XV No.157 MIII.I.ONG.WI ONKSOAY.JANt VKV IK. 202.1

BJP’s M odi m antra
THE two-day BJP national executive meeting in 
New Delhi, held after a long pause and attended 
by over 300 leaders, had its eminent emphasis 
on the upcoming elections -  for nine state as­
semblies this year followed quickly by the 2024 
Parliament polls. The Party has decided to face 
the coming polls with JP Nadda at its head. No 
change o f  president was contemplated even as 
his term was set to end soon; the reason being 
that the "membership campaign for the party 
could not be done yet due to the Covid-linkcd 
restrictions”  — a lame excuse at this late hour. 
Predictably, ihc party has made it clear it would 
face the parliament polls with Prime Minister 
Narcndra Modi as its mascot, yet again.

The BJP's nine-point political resolution, in­
troduced by Union Minister Kiren Rijiju, lacked 
punch as the Party had too little to highlight 
when it cam e to the performance o f  its govern­
ment. W hile the governance is overall smooth, 
economic growth remains slow and the unem­
ployment scenario remains a huge challenge 
due to lack o f momentum in the manufacturing 
sector -  the principal creator o f  jobs. In an es­
cape act, the resolution targeted the Congress, 
saying it was out to tarnish the good image o f 
the Prime Minister and the BJP. This, when tlic 
Congress party is doing too little to take on the 
Modi government other than holding a Bharat 
Jodo Padayaira. The socio-economic resolution 
praised PM Modi for transforming India into 
the fifth largest economy, from its old status o f 
being one among the Fragile Five economics. 
Such claims have little meaning for the common 
man. The process o f  growth for India began from 
the Narasimha Rao-Manmohan Singh era in the 
1990s, eventually clocking a growth o f  nearly 9 
per cent. It is down today at less than 6 per cent 
after a  further fall in reccnt years.

Sugar-coaiing is a  game that’s perfected by all 
governing establishments. Facis on the ground 
could be different. Claiming credit for poverty 
alleviation or the lood security steps was rather 
uncalled for. It was the UPA-II that introduced 
and implemented the Food Security initiative 
under which subsidized or free foodgrains were 
reached to Ird ia’s poor via ration shops. UPA’s 
rural job  security scheme helped the poor im­
mensely. The BJP must think anew, but that's 
where it has failed. Alternatively, what sells 
today for the BJP is the Modi image. With the 
opposition remaining weak and fragm ented, 
many regional satraps lacking credibility, Modi 
and the BJP can continue to call the shots. The 
national executive meet failed to resonate with 
the common man and to inspire hope among 
the citizenry in the absence o f  a slew o f  new 
decisions and programmes linked to the nation’s 
overall growth.

By Aristotle Ly ngdoh

Deglamourising the 
“master spies”

By Vappalu Bulacliuiulrun

Sm art city, 
unsm art public  

utilities and 
voters

Editor,
If  the idea of* Smart City 

is lo  dig up road* lhat disrupt 
people’s water supply pipe­
lines and their indcrground 
cables w i th o u tc a r e  in the 
w orld  and  any c o n su lta ­
tion  w ith residen ts , then 
Shillong should continue to 
remain unsinari. G od only 
knows how a  city turns smart 
by reconstructing roadside 
drains and markets. I f  mak­
ing  roadside  d rains w ith 
scrvicc ducts is a very smart 
and innovative th ing  then 
some o f  our MLAs must be 
pioneers in smartness having 
constructed not one but two 
service ducts on both sides 
o f  the roads leaving vehicle 
drivers struggling to keep the 
wheels o f  their vehicles on 
the uniform ground. It often 
looks like ihc  government 
enjoys putting people in mis­
ery. Not only th;«. they bring 
in so-ca lled  experts from  
some com er o f  the country, 
set up companies, throw in 
parabolc and high-sounding 
numbers in crorcsand finally 
end up m aking ou r drains 
smart. It is like unsmart rain­

water and sewage will not be 
allowed into the smart drains 
o r  unsmart people w ithout 
smartphones o r watches will 
not be allowed into the smart 
markets in future. Ridiculous
to may the least.

Once som e smart alec in 
New Delhi cries Smart, the 
rest o f  the country joins the 
chorus without understand­
ing a word o f  it. First, get 
your basic infrastructure in 
ihc city right. Despite crorcs 
having gone in, many locali­
ties reel under severe water 
scarcity, water logging after 
every heavy shower, water 
p ipes running a s serpents 
along roads, footpaths and 
drains. M ore water goes out 
through leaking pipes than 
reach ing  households. The 
quality o f  w ater is a t god’s 
m ercy: e lec tric  w ires and 
cables garland the skyline, 
roads have m ore vehicles 
than people, public transport 
is  like a  temporary resting 
p lace for weary travellers; 
drains are like garbage dump­
ing places: sewerage system 
is  non-ex isten t; bu ild ings 
jo stling  with neighbouring 
buildings to  reach higher.

In so many decades, there 
are no plans for new green 
spaces or parks and play­
grounds, no civic body and 
no institutional arrangement 
for future planning and de­
velopment o f  Ihc city. Add

'R om e  w as not built in a 
d a y ' is an English  tran s la ­
tion from  the  co llec tion  o f  
French ph rases ‘Li prov- 
c rbc  a u  V ila in ’ published  
in 1190. It sp e ak s abou t 
the  se lfless  e ffo rts , tim e, 
and  ded ica tion  lhat the a r­
c h itec ts  a nd  stakeho lders  
o f  the  R om an E m pire  had 
rendered  to w a rd s Rom e. 
But today  th ings a rc  ju s t 
tlic opposite. Peop le  w ant 
e very th ing  instantly . Even 
IL P  in five m inu tes  a s  one  
le g is la to r  h ad  prom ised . 
T h is  is a  trend  now , and  it 
reflects how  the  pow er o f  
m oney  can  easily  rep lace  
the honesty  a nd  transpar­
e n cy  o f  hard w ork .

H aving  sa id  so. the  in­
c id e n ts  a rc  s o  g la rin g ly  
e v id en t. F rom  jo b s , p ro ­
m o tio n  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l
d e g re e s  to  p o l i t ic s  a nd  
w e a lth  a c q u is i t io n ,  th e  
e n c ro ac h m en t o f  m oney  
is unstoppable . A nd a s  the 
e lection approaches w c  are 
w itnessing  e very  day  how  
the o ffe r o f  pockct m oney 
and  a n n ouncem en t abou t 
s c h e m e s  flic s  lik e  m is ­
s iles  in  the  w ar-to rn  slate. 
A nd it is interesting  to  see  
how  c a n d id a te s  te s tif ie d  
to  th e  c ro r c s  o f  ru p e e s  
being  o ffe red  to  them  by 
p o litica l p a rtie s  like  ihc 
an ti-ba llis tic  m issile s tha t 
U kraine  desperately  w ants 
to  buy. T h is  is the po litics 
o f  th is g eneration .

P o litic s  in  o u r  sta te  is 
n o  longer the  a rt to  govern  
righteously. W ith the  new  
adage  in  reccn t y ears such 
a s  ‘c o a lit io n ’, w innab il-  
i ty ‘ th e  te rm s tha t po in t 
to  ihc  m agic  num ber lhat 
h e lp s  to  c la im  th e  rig h t 
to  govern  in  the nam e o f  
dem ocracy, the integrity  o f  
gove rnance  has been p ite ­
o u s ly  red u c ed  to  a  m ere  
theatre  o f  e n terta inm en t. 
W hat a  sham e to  reach this 
level. A nd th is lud icrous 
c o n cc p t o f  'w in n a b il i ty ’ 
is  n o th in g  b u t a  fa lle n  
a n g e l in v e s tm e n t w h ere  
a  bond  tha t w as  g iv e n  a 
trip le  ra tin g  in itially  w as 
la ter dow ngraded  to  a  junk  
status. Such is  the standard 
o f  po lities  in  th is p resen t 
g eneration .

D em ocracy  a s  the pri­
m ary foundation for devel­
opm en t, equality , ju stice , 
c tc . seem s to  h av e  been 
fo rfe i ted  o r  su rre n d e re d  
b y  the  people  lo  som eone 
they  w an ted  lo  vo te  for. 
A nd  th is  h a s  le d  to  the  
f ra g ility  o f  th e  e le c to r ­
a te s  a nd  p o la ris a tio n  o f  
c lcc toral ou tcom es. T hus, 
the  scope to  get a  people- 
o rien ted  governm en t that 
can  m ake  the  s ta te  sh ine  
a nd  g ro w  from  d e v e lo p ­
m ent to  further d e v e lo p ­
m ent in every  aspect has 
been kept in  the dark .

T o  understand  th is p he ­
nom enon  o f  frag ility , let 
u s try  to  c a te g o r is e  th e  
d ifferen t g roups o f  voters

to  all this the very limited 
on -lin e  fac ility  to  a cc ess  
basic  se rv ices o r  lodging  
com plain ts yet. by recon­
structing some strctchcs o f  
roads and  roadside drains
and some markets, w e expect
Shillong to turn into a Smart 
City. A s the saying goes, you 
can fool some people some­
times but not all the people 
at all limes.

Wc a ll know  th a t the 
crorcs that arc being spent 
to make Shillong smart are to 
enrich our contractors silling 
in high places and nothing 
else. Well, elections arc near 
and soon the smart people 
o f  Meghalaya will cast their 
smart votes to  elect a new 
sm art governm ent. H ope­
fully. that new government 
will not go by rhetoric and 
hype but make living easier 
for the people o f  the state.

Yours etc..
Emica Nongkynrih 

Via email

Is a road show  
by the PM 
justified?

Editor
W hether a road show by 

the Prime Minister in Delhi 
to attend a party meeting is 
justified can be left to  the 
wisdom o f  the countrymen.

accord ing  to  the ir expecta­
tions and  m entality o f  their 
soc ia l p rofession.

T h e  first c a te g o ry  a rc  
the  en ligh tened  ones and  
th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w h o  
b e liev e  in  the th e o ry  o f  
stro n g  public po lic ie s but 
they  a rc  only a  h a nd fu l. 
M ost o f th c iu  n ever a ttend  
elec tion  rallies o r m eetings 
bu t they know  a nd  under­
s ta n d  w hat is h a p pen ing  
in politics .

T h e  num erous ca te g o ­
r ie s  a rc  the  b lu e -c o l la r  
w o rk e r s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  
th e  farm ers  a n d  c u ltiv a ­
to rs  a s w ell. T his categ o ry  
c o n s t i tu t e s  m o s t o f  the  
uneduca ted  and sem i-ed ­
ucated  ind iv iduals . T hey  
a rc  the  category  o f  people 
w ho have all the tim e for 
e lec tion  rallies, m eetings, 
feasting , e tc  w ithout any  
c a rc s  a t a ll. It is  in  th is  
ca tego ry  that m ost o f  tlic 
p o lit ic a l a sp ira n ts  b an k  
lh e ir  in v e s tm e n t o p p o r ­

tu n ity  w ith  a l lu r e m e n t .  
T h e  h ighe r ihc m onetary  
investm ent, tltc g rea ter the 
chance  to  w in voters . A nd 
p e rh a p s  because  o f  th is , 
the  idea  o f  'w in n a b ili ty ' 
to o  has cm cigcd .

T h en  there a rc  s i/ab le  
independent.average  m id ­
d le  c la ss  voters bu t they 
a rc  g u id e d  Jy  th e ir  pe r­
so n a l c h o ice s , e m o tio n s  
a n d  r e la t io n s h ip s .  T h is  
ca tego ry  is socially  ind if­
ferent and  less concerned  
w ith  the  soc io -econom ic  
c o n d it io n  c f  th e  e n t ir e  
s ta le  and  soc ie ty  ex ce p t 
for the  w ell being  o f  the ir 
rela ted  m em bers. W e a lso  
h a v e  c o m m u n a l v o te rs

After losing the Himachal 
Pradesh assem bly election 
and corporation dcctions in 
Delhi there is worry in the 
BJP rank and file about the 
upcom ing  assem bly e lec ­
tions in nine states this year.
This roadshow appears to 
counter the Bharat Jodo Ya­
lta o f  Rahul Gandhi which 
is a ttrac ting  huge crow ds 
and is a cause for concern 
for Ihc BJP.

The ground reality is that 
no department o f  the central 
government is attending to 
public grievances. Even ihc 
P.M's portal for grievances 
o f  ihc common man is noi 
active and nil one attends to 
the complaints o f  the com ­
mon man. Everyone is tired 
o f  the workings o f  various 
departments :>f the Govern­
ment. The PM should pay 
attention to ihe complaints o f 
the public including the dis­
abled who arc being hugely 
d isc rim in a ted  a g ain st by 
a ll which is visible in the 
insensitive attitude o f  the 
G overnm ent to w a rd s the
disabled. Being a disability 
activist 1 would like to  share 
m y experience.

The present government 
has been in office for over 
seven years and I hope the 
Prim e M inister is  ge tting  
regular reports o f  complaints 
o f  th e  com m on m a sses. 
Through this letter I request

w here  a  p a rtic u la r  c o m ­
m unity . c lan  o r  re lig ion , 
p r e f e r  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  
suppo rts  the ir  im m ed ia te  
cause  a n d  concern  rather 
th a n  th e  in te re s t  o f  th e  
w hole  state.

L as t b u t no t the  least 
a re  the social activ is ts  and 
th e se  in c lu d e  th e  b u s i­
ness lobby is ts, ihc un e m ­
ployed 'se l f-cm ploycd, c tc. 
They a lso  som etim es serve 
a s  m id d le  m en  b e tw een

the governm ent a nd  po liti­
c ian s and  the  un inform ed 
e lectorates. T h eir  intention 
is  to  c lim b  th e  p o lit ic a l 
la d d e r  a n d  p itc h  th e m ­
selves to  that ‘w innab ility ’ 
fac to r by invoking  a  sense  
o f  insecurity  on  the c o m ­
m u n ity  th ro u g h  v a rio u s  
issues thereby  po rtray ing  
them se lves a s  sav iou r o f  
that com m unity  a nd  tribes. 
B ut they  a re  no t the c lass 
o f  po litica l leaders tha t ihc 
s ta te  needs.

W ith the advent o f  the

b usiness  m ind  in po litics 
no t o n ly  has it d eg raded  
the  in teg rity  o f  p o litic s  
bu t il a lso  d a m ag e d  the  
in te r n a l  m e c h a n is m  o f  
go v ern an ce  tha t has  a lso  
pe rco lated  dow n  lo every  
le v e l o f  a d m in is t ra tio n . 
Wc can n o t expunge righ t 
a w a y  th e  fac t th a t e le c ­
t io n s  to d a y  a re  f o u g h t 
no t on  po licy  m a tte rs  bui 
on  w ho  can  ensu re  m ore  
reg u la r pockct m oney  in 
th e  sa v in g s  a c c o u n ts  o f  
the constituen ts. A nd the 
accum ulation  o f  v o te rs  in 
v a r io u s  c a te g o r ie s  o v e r  
these y ears has a lso  helped 
th o se  in  p o w e r  to  c o n ­
so lid a te  th e ir  vo te  bank

the Prime M inister lo treat 
my case a s a ‘test case* so 
that each ministry is hauled 
up for harassing ord inary  
c itizens and  the disabled. 
No one wants lo solve the
g riev a n ce s o f  a  com m on
m an. N ow  I com e to  ihc 
very  poor scrv icc  o f  PG- 
PORTAL. Il appears that this 
D epartm ent is  engaged  in 
show ing quantitative figures 
and  not qualitative perfor­
mance. Any grievance dealt 
by the Grievances Rcdrcssal 
Department is another head­
ache for a common man. I 
am  surprised whether there 
is any one lo keep track o f 
whether the common man is 
satisfied after the problems 
arc addressed.

The D isabilities A$i was 
p a ssed  by P a rliam en t in  
1996 and  the second D is­
abilities A ct was passed in 
2016 but sadly even after 26 
years the A fts remain only 
on paper and arc not imple­
mented meticulously. I had 
brought this to the notice o f 
the Lok Sabha Speaker and 
the Chairman. Rajya Sabha 
inc lud ing  m any m em bers 
o f  the Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha and many reminders 
were sent in this regard but 
no one even acknowledged 
the letters. It is in the inlcrest 
o f  ihc BJP tin t proper a tten­
tion be given to problems o f 
ihe common masses.

a s  th e ir  p r im e  a s s e t  for 
e lec tioneering .

L et u s no t fo rg e t tha t 
th e  v o t in g  p a t te r n  a n d  
s ty le  in  o u r  s ta te  has not 
show n any  drastic  changes 
o v e r  th e se  y e a r s  c x cc p t 
p a r tie s  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t 
nam es. The rea lity  is that 
w hen  a  person  has voted 
for a  cand ida te , he /she  is 
ha b ituated  to  vote for the 
second  tim e a s  w ell. It is 
d ish e a rte n in g  lo  sec  tha t 
peop le  d o  not b e liev e  in 
ideo logy  anym ore  no r do  
th e y  h a v e  o n e . N o  o n e  
understands party  po litics 
a n d  id eo logy  in  M e g h a ­
laya.

M a n ifes to s  a re  m e a n ­
in g le ss . W hat v o te rs  b e ­
l ie v e  a n d  fo llo w  is  the  
w him sical charism a  o f  an 
individual candidate, T hey  
a re  so  sincere  a nd  b lindly 
loyal even  a t the  cost o f  
dev elo p m e n t o f  the  sta te  
a n d  so c ie ty  i ts e lf .  T h is  
has so  happened  because
o f  th e  fac t th a t  w e th e
people  have lost the pow er 
to  generate  new  k ind  o f  a 
p o litica l in te llig en ts ia  in 
th e  fie ld  o f  g o v e rn a n c e  
a nd  thus the  k ind  o f  p o li­
tic s  tha t w c have nurtu red  
th r o u g h o u t  th e se  y e a r s  
is  shoddy  and  o f  inferio r 
quality .

I w onder how  B B  Lyn- 
gdoh  w ould feel i f  he  w ere  
still a live  today  to  see  how  
th e  M L  A s c h e m e s  a rc  
be ing  g ro ssly  a bused  for 
the  p e rsona l benefit o f  the 
M L A to retain h is/her scat. 
The good  in tention tha t the 
le g is la to r s  h ad  in  th o se  
days to  help M L A s finance 
th e ir  constituencies* sm all 
financia l d e m ands such  a s 
d ona tions e tc . has becom e 
a  go ldm ine  for the s itting  
le g is la to r s  today . T h an k  
G o d  th a t th e  N a rc n d ra  
M odi G overnm en t a t the 
cen tre  had in itiated  step s 
to  a b o lis h  th e  M P L A D  
schem es in a  phased  m an­
ner. A nd th is is the  reason 
pe rhaps w hy m ost o f  ou r 
M P s  a rc  e y e in g  to  en ter 
s ta te  polities .

In the sam e  m anner, the 
g o o d  inten tions tliat the a r­
c h itec ts  o f  the  T h ree-flags 
c o a lit io n  g o v e rn m e n t in 
1978 had  w as to  un ite  the 
th ree  reg ional pa rties  for 
the  g o o d  cause  o f  the state. 
It w as a lso  du ring  th is year 
th a t th e  p r im e  a s s e t  o f  
the  peop le  a nd  the  sla te . 
T h e  L an d  T r a n s f e r  A ct 
1978 cam e in to  ex istence  
t i l l  to d a y . W h e re a s , in  
to d a y ’s coalition , the goal 
is p rim arily  to  en rich  the 
coalition  partners.

T h e  tim e is  now  for us 
to  decide  o n  how  w c  w ant 
the  fu ture  o f  c h ild ren  to  
b e  o r  sh o u ld  th e y  a ls o  
con tinue  to  languish  in  the 
slavery  o f  fragility.
(The writer is an educator 
a n d  can  h e  c o n ta c te d  at 
afyngdoh2006@gfnait.com)

F in a lly . I req u e s t the 
Prime M inister to treat this 
letter as a ‘test case’ to see 
the miserable handling o f  the 
com m on m an’s grievances 
by his Government.

Yours etc..
Yasli Pal Rallian.

Via email

V acancies in 
Inspectorate o f  

E lectricity
Editor,
The Inspectorate o f  Elec­

tricity had issued an adver­
tisement on March 2. 2021, 
regarding vacancies in this 
office. H ow ever, till date, 
no update has been provided 
and candidates have been 
kept in the dark about the 
selection/interview.

It is requested that con­
cerned authorities may pkrase 
look into the mailer and pro­
vide necessary updates to 
aspiring candidates.

Yours etc., 
R. Lyngdoh
Shillong- 1

A rt ic le s  and  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
Ihc views o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  not tha t o f
The Shillong Times

A s a  w riter on  in te lli­
gence for the last 27 years, 
my objective has been to de­
m ystify and dcglam ourisc 
the subjccl for the public. 
L ike any  :>tlier b ranch o f  
governance , in te lligence  
co llec tio n  has a lso  been 
part o f  every governm ent 
from  tim e im m em o ria l, 
the only difference being 
that sp ies seek information 
in an unconventional way 
and operate behind a  cloak 
o f  secrecy. U nfortunately, 
the public gets a  distorted 
picture through m edia em ­
bellish m c i Is and  at tim es 
by in te llig e n c e  o f f ic e rs  
themselves, som e quoting 
m ere gossip and ju icy  high- 
level poli ics, leav ing  an 
im prcssioa that on ly  they 
know certain secrets o f  the 
country.

An example to be q uot­
ed is the m uch-acclaim ed 
m o v ie  “ B e ll B o t to m ” 
(2021) on the hijacking o f  
IC F light4 2 1 in 1984 which 
is c la im ed  to  h ave  been 
“ b a sed  oa  tru e  e v e n ts " . 
T he movie show s a  Rambo- 
stylc RAW-agent securing 
the  custody  o f  h ijacke rs  
from  a  fo re ig n  c o u n try  
against all odds. The truth 
is tha t the tran sfe r o f  h i­
jackers was done through 
the  com m endable  e fforts 
o f  a  senior Ind ian  d ip lo ­
m at and  the con tribu tion  
by in te lligence  ag en c ies  
w as merely' to ensure their 
security fock to India.

T hat is w hy I am  wary 
o f  su p e rla tiv e  he ad lin e s 
while describing apprehen­
sion o f  " im stc r spies” . T he 
latest to be included in that 
category is A na M ontes o f  
the  D efense In te lligence  
A gency (DIA). an A m eri­
can lady w ho had spied for 
C uba. US m ed ia  s ta rted  
describing her as “ the most 
dam aging  spy  in U S h is­
tory" in January 2023. The 
rea so n  w as p e rh a p s  the  
re lease  o f  a  book "C ode  
N am e Blue W ren" by Jim  
Popkin o n  her.

In actual fact, this case 
is old. She w as arrested in
2001 oil charges o f  spying 
fo r  C u b a , s e n te n c e d  in
2002 to  25 years in prison 
but released a fte r  20 years 
in 2023 on good  conduct. 
Further, C uba w ould  not 
have caused so  m uch harm 
to A m erica  a s  th e  book 
blurbs would claim . In my 
book  'In te llig e n c e  O v er 
C e n tu r ie s '. I had  quo ted  
A m erican docum ents , d e ­
c lassified only in 2016, to 
reveal how  F idel C astro  
w as keen to bridge relations 
with America even after the 
1961 Bay o f  P ig s fiasco, 
w hen the US w as in a  weak 
position as the Cubans were 
holding 1.202 m ercenaries 
and 5.000 .if their families. 
This w as apparent during 
h is long (tlk s  w ith the se ­
cre t intermediary Jam es B 
Donovan during 1962-63.

T h a t d o c s no t m e an  
that C uba w ould  not spy 
on  A m erica. Even Israel, 
the friendliest country o f  
A m erica, had spied on the 
latter a s  ti c  Jonathan Pol­
lard case (1984-85) would 
indicate. In the intelligence 
world, there is an unwritten 
ax iom  that ag en ts  w ould 
be planted w hen the rela­
tionship is "norm al" while 
counter in.clligcnce o f  the 
hom e e o in lr y  w ou ld  he 
extra a lert to flush out such 
moles.

How do w c grade the so- 
called "m aster-spies” ?  The 
case o f  US N aval R adio­
m an John Anthony W alker 
gives some c lues. In 1985. 
the I ale Casper Weinberger, 
then U S Secretary o f  De­
fence, branded W alker a s 
the “ master spy"  for c aus­
ing m axim um  dam age  to 
US sccurily by supplying 
sensitive  data on  nuclear 
w eaponry lo  Soviet In tel­
ligence between 1967 and 
1984. He passed on A m eri­
can sensor data along  with 
their tactics and "readiness" 
on the surface/ subm arine/ 
a irbo rne  train ing  system . 
H e a lso  updated the data 
from  tim e to  tim e. Boris 
Solomatin. then KGB C hief 
o f  W ashington DC station 
in  1967, w ho "h an d le d "  
W alker had told A m erican 
author Pete Early in 1988 
lh a t W alke r c o u ld  he lp  
them  to "understand  and  
study"  ho.v the Pentagon 
"ihinks’Mn strategic in tel­
lig e n ce  this is  th e  m ost 
im portant computation lhat 
rivals se e l: how  w ould a
coun try  b ;h a v e  in a par­
ticular situation?

In the same year. Los A n­
geles T im es nam ed Coom cr 
Narain a lias Chittur Vcnkat 
N aray a n  a s th e  "m a s te r  
Indian spy"  w ho could  sell 
India's security secrets for 
25 years, although lie was 
n o t pa rt o f  a n y  s e cu r ity  
e stab lishm en t. R eam s o f  
o u r  s tra teg ic  papers w ere 
s o ld  b y  h im  to  fo re ig n  
em bass ies  unhindered  by 
a ny  ch ec k  a t a ny  level. 
T h is  w ould  ind ica te  that 
sp ies w ho cause m axim um  
dam age lo the country need 
no t b e  techn ica l w izards 
b u t o rd in a ry  p u rv ey o rs . 
Narain. w ho died in 2000. 
w as a  regional m anager in 
a  private firm.

In 1994, it w as  Ihe turn 
o f  a top  CIA  official A l­
d r ich  A m es to  b e  d e s ig ­
nated a s  tlic master spy  for 
the  Soviet Union for reveal­
in g  nearly  30  A m e ric an  
agents in tho Soviet Union 
involved in  100 covert op ­
e rations during nine years 
tha t he w orked  a s  a  spy. 
H ow ever, So lom atin , Ihe 
K GB head in W ashington, 
had told Pete Early, the US 
author, tliat they gave lesser 
im portance  lo A m es than 
John  W alker in  s tra teg ic  
intelligence.

A na  M o n te s , th e  spy  
now in the new s in  the U S. 
had Puerto Rican roots but 
w as bom  in 1957 in West 
G erm any w here her father 
w a s  w o rk in g  in  th e  US 
army. T he family relum ed 
to  Kansas and  she had her 
educa tion  in  A m erica. In 
1980. she  w as hired  a s  a 
typist in the "Freedom  o f  
Int'onnation O ffice”  o f  the 
Justice D epartm ent. Later 
her services w ere hired by 
th e  D efense  In te lligence  
A gency  (D IA ). It w as at 
th is juncture  (hat a  Cuban 
in te lligence  ta len t spotter 
to o k  c o g n isa n c e  o f  h e r  
critica l view s on U S for­
e ign policy.

It w as he r ideo log ical 
a lignm en t tow ards South 
A m erica and her criticism  
o f  U S foreign policy lhat 
m ade her a m ole for C u ­
ban intelligence Direccion 
G en e ra te  dc  In tc ligcnc ia  
(DG I). Early in the 1980s. 
she developed sym pathies 
for the “ Sandinis tas", the 
C uban  backed revolution­
a ry  Socia list Party  w hich 
w as battling for the control 
o f  N icaragua. She w as d is­
appointed with the Reagan 
A d m in is tra t io n ’s  c o v e r t 
h e lp  lo  ihc  C IA  back e d  
“ Contras”  who w ere trying 
to  to p p le  th e  S a nd in is ta  
G overnment. A talcnt-spot- 
tc r friend suggested to  her 
tliat she could help Sand- 
inistas by passing on secret 
U S papers to them.

A ccording to th is story, 
sh e  read ily  ag reed  to  go 
to  N ew  Y ork to  m e e t a 
rep resen ta tive  o f  the  C u ­
ban DGI on  D ecem ber 16. 
1984. From  that day  till ten 
days a fte r  the 9  11 attack 
in 2001. w hen she w as a r­
rested. she w as spying for 
Cuba. Som e media releases 
sa id  that she had m ade a 
c landestine  trip  to  C uba, 
t rav e llin g  th rough  S pa in  
and  Czechoslovakia using 
fake  passports and wearing 
d ifferent disguises. It w as 
claim ed that the DGI taught 
her the Soviet tradccraft on 
how  to  send  secret co m ­
m unications. how  to  lose 
a  tail, even how io beat a 
p o ly g rap h  b y  m a n ag in g  
blood pressure through live 
c ontrolled clenching  o f  the 
sph incter muscle.

H ow ever, tltc FBI’s re­
strained public release gave 
reasons for her arrest im ­
m ediately  a fte r  9 / 11. She 
w as in no w ay connected  
w ith 9/11 terrorist strikes 
but it was considered d an ­
g erous to  have a  suspected 
spy w ithin the intelligence 
c o m m u n ity  w h o  w o u ld  
have access to  "A m erica’s 
p la n n ed  in v a sio n  o f  A f­
g h a n is ta n  the  fo llo w in g  
m onth” . A na M ontes never 
rem oved  any  do cu m en ts  
from  w ork , e ith e r  physi­
cally  o r electronically. She 
m em orised  the  c o n ten ts , 
typed the conten ts into her 
laptop a t hom e, transferred 
it lo encryp ted  disks and  
transm itted them to Cuban 
h a n d le r s  v ia  sh o r tw a v e  
radio.

(The writer is a  fo rm e r  
S pecia l Secretary. Cabinet 
Secretariat. H is la test l>o(tk 
is  'Intelligence O ver Cen­
turies H ews are personal)  
( S y n d ic a te :  The  B ill io n  
Prints) (em a il: v ilit» r(tv  
thebillionpress.org)

“Democracy as the prim ary foundation fo r  
development, equality, justice, etc. seems 
to have been forfe ited  or surrendered by 

the people to someone they wanted to vote 
for. A nd this has led  to the frag ility  o f  the 
electorates and polarisation o f  electoral 

outcomes Thus, the scope to get a  people- 
oriented government that can m ake the 

state shine a n d  grow fro m  development to 
fu rth er  development in every aspect has 

been kept in the dark. ”

“They also sometimes serve as 
middle men between the government 
and politicians a nd  the uninformed  

electorates. Their intention is to 
climb the political ladder and  pitch  

themselves to  that 'winnability ’fa cto r  by 
invoking a  sense o f  insecurity on the 

community through various issues thereby 
portraying themselves as saviour o f  that 

community a n d  tribes. ”

mailto:afyngdoh2006@gfnait.com
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“ The best thing about the future is 
that it comes only one day at a time. ” 

— D ean A cheson
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Money power in Meghalaya politics
UDP W orking President. Paul Lyngdoh has 
rightly  pointed out that m oney pow er is in 
crude display in the run-up to the 2023 elections 
scheduled to be held on February 27 next. It has 
become the norm for those wanting to retain 
their seats to use money power to the hilt and this 
is evident in the conversations across the state 
especially in the rural areas where poverty has 
reduced people to unquestioning, obsequious 
followers o f  candidates who offer then the high­
est amounts. Instead o f  asking people to conic 
forward and testify against the candidate paying 
m oney to voters (at least three months before 
the elections arc announced), the State Election 
Commission (SEC) should have been on its toes 
and spontaneously sent feelers around to detect 
such subtle attempts to bribe the voters. Does 
the SEC believe that anyone will come forward 
and testify against a benefactor especially if the 
beneficiary is a poor, voiceless, decrepit voter re­
duced to penury and without a guaranteed means 
o f  livelihood? This is expecting too much and 
even the SEC itself know-s it is just completing 
formalities since there have been complaints by 
rival candidates about the ‘gold rush’ that the 
2023 elections should be termed as.

In constituencies like Nongkrem the role o f  
money is overpowering. If  only the SEC could 
employ spies it would have yielded the results it 
is looking for. But since the Election Commis­
sion o f  India (ECI) is rcduced to an institution 
giving out advisories and with the ‘noble’ aim 
o f  conducting free and fair elections without the 
wherewithal to detect money changing hands 
between voters and candidates, elections will 
continue to sc what they arc in this country. 
And money will continue to play a major role 
in deciding winners and losers, especially as 
citizens become more desperately pushed to the 
status o f  those living below- poverty line (BPL) 
which in Meghalaya is a  whopping 37%.

In Mcgluikiya we are looking <tl an unques­
tioning, cynical, uneducated voter with very lit­
tle choice to vote for changc. A similar situation 
exists in the outback o f  Bihar or Uttar Pradesh. 
All forms o f  religious institutions that claim to 
put the fear of God in their adherents seem to 
collapse like a pack o f  cards during this season. 
At limes there is active connivance to campaign 
for one o f  their ow'n, despite the person’s faults 
and failings. In fact, the whispering campaign 
in religious circles had started months ago. The 
churchcs are obliged to the MDA Government 
for agreeing to put the brakes on their casino 
project as if  casinos are the only evil and pov­
erty, negative human development indiccs and 
illiteracy arc not worse than some rich folks 
gambling away their ill-gotten wealth. Clearly 
there appears no hope at the end o f  the tunnel 
for those hoping for change in M eghalaya post 
March 3. 2023.

How to defeat the 
BJP in 2024

Opposition must convert 
Lok Sabha poll into aggre­
gate o f  state elections, target 
governm ent on price  rise , 
unemployment

The year 2023 will be a lot 
like 2022. The first week into 
the new year and media chan­
nels and the cco-systcm that 
sustains them arc spreading 
the myth that Prime Minin- 
stcr Narcndra Modi is invin­
cible -  that 2024 is already a 
done deal for him. The only 
point o f  debate, according to 
this flawed narrative, is  the

By Derek O 'Brien

(T M C ) w on. im m edia te ly  
e n e rg ise d  the  O pposition  
ranks, which bad turned list­
less and despendent after the
2019 Lok Sat>ha elections. 
T he Bengal win showed quite 
unequivocally that the BJP 
e lection m aciinc  cou ld  be 
made to stall by focusing on 
local issues anJ by delivering 
on promises made and kept to 
the electorate o f the state.

The BJP won 18 scats in

tisgarh and Madhya Pradesh. 
Rahul Gandhi and the Con­
gress will la v e  to take on the 
BJP. It is also an important, 
alm ost neccssary, condition 
for the Congress to win the 
Karnataka Assembly polls in
2023. They w ill. A win in the 
southern state in 2023. will be 
just the tonic the Opposition 
needs before 2024.

"Team  O pposition" has 
the broad contours o f  a strat-

uncmplovmcnt and the lack o f 
communal harm ony—all o f  
which add up to incompetent 
governance. This will be the 
primary messaging from the 
Opposition. For any kind o f  
c o m m u n ic a tio n , p o lit ic a l 
o r brand, o r public service, 
there cannot be tw o primary 
messages,

T he O pposition  pa rties  
w ould also need strong sec­
ondary messaging (don’t get 
me wrong w hen I say second­
ary. it is an equally important 
issue but has less mass appeal)

margin o f  his party’s victory. 
Sim ply pul. this is a (mis) 
reading o f  the political tea 
leaves.

The BJP can be defeated 
in 2024. The way to do this 
is to  convcrt the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls into an aggrc-

Wcst Bengal h  the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections. You don ’t 
need to be  a TMC partisan 
to  w ager thai "the w orld’s 
largest party" >vill be lucky to 
win half-a-do 'cn scats from 
Bengal in 2024. T hat’s minus
12 for BJP and plus 12 for the

cgy in placc for 2024. Strong 
competent C hief M inisters) 
o r  cx-C’Ms versus a Prime 
M inister w ho has failed to 
deliver on his promises, all 
o f  w hich  m issed the sc lf- 
dcclarcd deadline o f  2022: 
houses for all. a  five trillion-

which will be the breakdown 
o f  institutions: Parliam ent, 
investigative agencies and the 
media—lo name a few.

So. these will be the two 
focus areas w hen  the O p ­
position panics take the BJP 
government head-on in 2024.

The BJP can be defeated in 2024. The way to do this is to 
convert the 2024 Lok Sabha polls into an aggregate o f state 
elections. Let’s look at the data: the BJP has fared poorly  

wherever it  has faced a strong party in a region (no, I ’m not 
using the term "regional party", because some o f these are, in 

fact, recognised national parties). I f  you extrapolate the 
Assembly results o f Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, West Bengal, 

Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, o r Telangana to the 
national level yo u 'll find  the BJP struggling to touch the 

240-seat mark.
gate o f  state elections. Let’s 
look at the data: the BJP has 
fared  poo rly  w h erev e r it 
has faccd a strong pany in 
a region (no. I ’m not using 
the te rm  “ regional party", 
bccause some o f  these arc. 
in fact, rccogniscd national 
parties). If you extrapolate 
the Assembly results o f  Hi­
m acha l P ra d esh , P un jab . 
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu. 
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, or 
le langana  to  the  national 
level y o u ’ll find the BJP 
struggling lo touch the 240- 
scat mark.

O f  coursc. he is beatable. 
You all know  w hat happened 
in May 2021 in West Bengal. 
Make no mistake, the faccsof 
the BJP campaign were Modi 
and  Shah. I he near three- 
fourth majority that the All 
India T rinam ool C ongress

O pposition, a net gain o f  24 
scats. The prognosis for the 
BJP in Bihar is similar.

The result! in these two 
s ta te s a lone  w ill take  the 
B JP’s (ally beow  the major­
ity mari;. You do not need a 
grand onc-size-fits-all O ppo­
sition alliance with a  “facc" 
a t the national level. You 
need strategic alliances with 
the right panics in diflfcrcnt 
states. For cxim plc, in Ma­
harashtra. Uddhav Thackeray 
must be tl)c ft.ee o f  the Shiv 
S cna-N C P -C ongrcss  a l l i ­
ance. In Tam I Nadu. M.K. 
Stalin and the DMK must be 
the lead player in a combine 
that includes the Congress 
and  the Convnunists. Akh- 
ilc sh  Y a d a v s  Sam ajw adi 
Party  w ill have to  be the 
pivot in Uttar Pradesh. And in 
Rajasthan, Karnataka, Chhat-

do llar economy, the Bullet 
T rain , e lec iric iiy /w atcr in 
every house and more.

Let’s examine the broken 
promise to  double farmers’ 
income by 2022. To achicvc 
that, incomes needed to grow 
by 10 per cent every year 
from 2015 to 2022. Adjust­
ed for inflation, the actual 
growth in farmer incomes has 
been just three per cent. Or 
take the hot air on jobs. The 
reality is that 22 crorc people 
have applied for government 
jo b s  since  2014, and only 
seven lakh got jobs. These 
a rc  not my numbers; these 
are figures tabled on the floor 
o f  Parliament by the Union 
government.

liven a s the faces that con­
front the PM will vary from 
state to state, the issues raised 
will be the same—price rise,

Therc will be naysaycrs who 
say this cannot be done. 1 will 
only point them in the direc­
tion o f  the 2004 Lok Sabha 
elections. That, too, w as an 
aggregate o f  state polls. Then, 
like now. there was no "na­
tional face” to take on Alai 
B ihari V ajpayee, w ho was 
at the peak o f  his popularity 
and widely cxpcctcd to return 
to  pow er. T h ere ’s  ano ther 
similarity. BJP’s “ New India" 
slogan now is eerily similar 
to  its “India Shining" slogan 
then. The people o f  India had 
then rallied to defeat the BJP. 
N arcndra M odi w ould not 
have forgotten that.

(The writer is M ember o f  
P arliam ent and  Leader A ll 
Ind ia  Trinam ool Congress 
Parliam entary Parly, Rajya 
Sabha). Article published by 
arrangement with The Indian

W hy no 
leadership in 
M eghalaya's 

politics?
Fditor.
In the  b e g in n in g , wc 

should understand that there 
is a b ig  diflcrcrcc between 
leadership and politics. To­
day's system produces politi­
cians, not leaders; the politi­
cians w ccall leaders arc not 
true leaders.

Firstly, most of our politi­
cians arc busy making mon­
ey, and money bccomcs their 
top priority. They forget that 
their primary task is to serve 
the people. Every politician 
wants to be served through 
the money earned illegiti­
mately from the funds meant 
for the people Secondly, 
w hat we exercise is politics 
without principles. Although 
som etim es few politicians 
stand by their principles, it 
docs not last long as many 
o f  these principles are com­
prom ised  w hen it com es 
to  money matters. Thirdly, 
many o f  our poli icians stress 
on  p o w er po litics . W hat 
they do in 5 yc:rs. is to gain 
power, they takepowcr from

the people instead o f  giving 
it to them. It is m iserable 
tha t p o lit ic ian s  o v e rlook  
one o f  the best qualities o f  a 
leader, which is to empow er 
the people. Authentic leader­
ship always tries to empow er 
rather than gain pow er for 
them selves. Fourth ly , the 
po litic ian s a re  m ore  c o n ­
cerned  w ith  the e lec tions 
than o f  our younger genera­
tion. Politicians arc not inter­
ested in the next generation; 
if  wc ask them w hat their 
vision for our generation is 
many will be silent becausc 
they arc not interested in our 
future generation. Their pri­
mary interest is in elections. 
They have no time for our 
future, security, o r employ­
ment o f  the youth. Fifthly, 
our politicians like to shout 
from political platforms with 
so many promises during the 
elections that they forget that 
the purpose o f  development 
is to bring a change in the 
state.

How will wc expect a bet­
ter and brighter Meghalaya 
if  these politicians come to 
power? It is miserable. Many 
o f  them lie and have not ful­
filled their promises. People 
have the pow er in the name 
o f  democracy to changc the 
s ituation. Let us unite and

use that pow er to sec a better 
Meghalaya. Lastly, ourpoliti- 
cians spend most o f  their time 
and money to find their fol­
lowers. But true leaders arc 
not busy finding followers., 
instead the followers follow 
the leaders bccause they arc 
a ttracted to  their character, 
sk ill, ability , and  capacity  
to  de liver p rom ises to  the 
people.

M eghalaya voters. ik> we 
want to be ruled by the poli­
tics o f  greed, hatred, intoler­
ance. and the politics o f  cyni­
cism? Wc hope it will be a big 
NO. M y humble appeal lo the 
voters is not to sell, surren­
der. and submit themselves 
to these political bnitcs. IX> 
not allow  ou rse lves to  be 
dictated to by these politi­
cians. w ho tell us w hat lodo: 
what to think; what to feci. 
Wc believe that the election 
o f  2023 will give a massive 
lesson to many politicians. 
Let us remove the present 
corrupt governm ent which 
has distoncd the image o f  the 
people o f  Meghalaya based 
on religion, caste, crecd. and 
community. People let us do 
away with the Delhi rubber- 
s tam p  go v ern m en t. They 
have several artificial poli­
tic ians. nuichinc men, and 
women with machinc minds

and machinc hearts. They arc 
conccnicd more about money 
than humanity, and wc need 
k indness more than clever­
ness; we need lumanily more 
than technology. M any politi­
cians lie to tlx: people; they 
treat them like sheep, cattle, 
and m achines.Com ipt politi­
cians, we arc not machines; 
wc arc humars. As humans, 
let us fight against politicians 
w ho enrich tticmsclvcs by 
enslaving the people.

Wc need new faces in the 
politics o f  Meghalaya who, 
w ith conscicn:c. can deliver 
unfulfilled promises. In this 
e lec tio n , let us fight that 
the pow er they took from 
the people w i 1 return to the 
people. Let as Fight for a 
better Meghalaya, a decent 
sta te  w ith pcicc. progress, 
future, security, harmony, and 
development.

Yours etc..
Batshkcm Mawlcin, 

Via email

Delay in 
declaring  

M PSC results
Editor,
The M PSC"had conducted

an interview 'or the post o f

Fnforecmcnt Inspector under 
Transport Department on De­
cem ber 16. 2021. However 
till date the result has not 
been declared leav ing  the 
aspiring candidates dcjcctcd.
I would request the MPSC 
members and Transport De­
partment to kindly look into 
the matter and to declare the 
results at the earliest.

Yours ctc..
Tcngsan Sangma.

Via email

Do we really  
have leaders in 

M eghalava?
Editor,
As w c approach the voting 

day political leaders arc busy 
preparing for the elections. 
They will plan on maneuver­
ing people with their sweet 
and angelic words for their 
benefit but w hat's more im­
portant for the people is to 
look for a leader who is ready 
and willing to give his best 
for the welfare o f  the people 
and the dow ntrodden. Wc. 
the people, must ensure that 
hc/shc is a m an/w om an o f  
principles and will never go 
back on his'her words.

velopm cnt and changc and 
thereby manipulate the voters 
during clccitons but people 
should be alert and intelligent. 
Ihe Bible says, "Be gentle as 
a dove and wise as a serpent.” 
We a rc  in serious need o f  
leaders w ho a rc  sharp  and 
know- how to run the govern­
ment efficiently. Wc cannot 
trust a leader who makes tall 
prom ises w ithout thinking. 
O ften such leaders promise 
the moon and say tl)cy will do 
anything for their supporters 
before elections but immedi­
a tely after the dcctions they 
forget all their promises.

E v ery  p o lit ic a l le ad e r  
should think before he 'she  
speaks. But the question is 
whether wc even have 'lead­
e rs ’ o r sim ply  ind iv iduals 
w an tin g  to  w in e lec tio n s  
a nd  rule the S ta te  a nd  its 
people even while they bc­
comc w ealthier every time 
they win.

Yours etc., 
Shcmphang Marwcifl, 

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

RSS poll machine, 
new mosque gives 

edge to BJP
By Shivaji Sarkar

to acting for the ruling party. 
Unlike some o f  the previous 
S p e a k ers , w ho even  qu it 
their party m embership of­
ficially to have a semblance 
o f  neutrality, here there is no 
pretence. It is not different. 
Those who were neutral also 
had been soft tow ards the 
ruling group.

The Opposition has seem­
ingly acccptcd disciplining 
by the Speaker O m  Birla or 
Deputy Chairman Harivansh 
Narayan S ngh. The Houses 
function with the opposition 
demurring outside. It serves 
the ruling party and it docs 
not mind tw itching oft' the 
mikes.

Managing the House has 
been easy. Digital presenta­
tion o f  replies makes it easier 
to keep noise against at a low 
level helping the treasury 
benches to get its work done 
smoothly. In the open fields 
too it tries to  get over the 
voices to carry forw ard its 
goal.

T he B lara t Jodo  Yatra 
(B JY ) o f  C ongress leader 
R ahul G aidh i has shaken  
but not rattled it. It makes its 
moves sharper as the Janu­
ary  16 road show o f  about 
700 metres exemplify. In the 
party's perception Modi has 
got the mileage more than 
the Long Rahul March has 
achieved. A sim ple stroke 
has put the achievements o f  
the Government to the fore o f 
everyone. Party men wonder 
at the calculated mcchanism 
that makes it achicvc more 
with less effort.

This is vhat gives the BJP 
confidcncc to win 350 scats, 
from the present 303 o f  its 
ow n. to  form a one-party  
governm ent w ith m inim al 
allies. Thai is why Modi has 
given the call to  penetrate 
the M uslin  minorities. If a 
small section o f  the Hindus 
move away from the party 
at tlx; hustings, it is keen on 
m aking it up with M uslim 
and other community votes, 
who so far have not been its

w ell-oiled m achinery in a 
fizzy state managed to  cast
16 lakh votes, tw o hours 
a fte r  the po lling  tim e. A 
weak Congress could  not 
match the “ forw ard think­
ing", as the party  men de­
scribe. move to  m atch it. 
in Congress’ perspective o f  
w inning elections. I f  AAP 
helped cut Congress votes 
and help the BJP. that again 
is a folly o f  the Congress. 
To quote RSS chicf Mohan 
Bhagwat "Hindus arc at w ar 
and aggression is natural." 
The BJP is aggressive and 
the splintered O pposition is 
yet not a match.

A m ong the n ine states 
going to polls this year, the 
BJP is in pow er in M ad­
hya Pradesh. Karnataka and 
Tripura and it’s a  part o f  the
ruling coalition in Nagaland
and M eghalaya. M izoram  
is friendly enough. It feels 
N F is easy to  manage ex­
cept to some extent Tripura. 
The other five states Tclan- 
gana. C hhattisgarh, M ad­
hya Pradesh. Rajasthan and 
Karnataka would see sharp 
barbs and  surprise moves 
from the BJP.

The Congress is in power 
in Rajasthan and Chhhattis- 
garh where it would facc a 
tough challenge, however it 
is not easy to put up a fight in 
the North Fast, cxccpt some 
feeble attempts in  Tripura

But voting records also 
show that tlx* BJP strike rate 
in term s o f  scats is lower 
than its Lok Sabha perfor­
mance. Madhya Pradesh is 
a post-poll m aneuver and 
Telangana polls are likely to 
be triangular.

Despite that possibly as 
BJP president Nadda says 
it w ould sail through and 
capture most o f  160 LS scats 
that arc not with it. Intense 
electioneering has already 
started even before the Delhi 
National Executive Council 
meeting. ’Hie Opposition has 
yet not even stratcgized.

N ine  s ta te s , 350  L ok  
Sabha scats , reach ing  the 
marginalized communities is 
the goal o f the BJP in 2024. 
It's a  tall o ile r  but the party. 
RSS cadrcs and Prime M in­
ister Narcndra Modi have the 
capability to do it. They have 
c rca tcd  an organ izational 
structure that is in a 24x7 
election campaign mode. Hie 
strong cadre o f  the party and 
its coordination or the reposi­
tory o f  leadership in the RSS 
is its strength. It has a think­
ing set-up that continuously 
rc-stratcg izcs its w ork ing  
mode to  capture scats, more 
scats and changc government 
policies accordingly.

Contrary to the opposition 
chargcs o f being  reckless, 
the BJP takes every step in a 
calculated manner including 
even how it has to raise its 
noise level, a successful tool 
to  drown h e  voiccs in the 
Opposition. It helps lo keep 
the Opposition oft'the public 
mind and penetration in the 
people’s perception bccomcs 
easier. That makes it a little 
callous about its approaches. 
Rabble rouscrs do the rest. 
D ev ia tion  from  s tandard  
protocol is an effective tool 
to  carry  forw ard its v ijay 
yatra even in the portals o f 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 
T he chairs have moved away 
from their standard format o f  
being ncuval in Parliament

voters. It is perceived that 
about 2 pe rcen t M uslim s 
even now  vote for the BJP. 
But it w ants to  m ultip ly  
that w ith m ore  pasm anda 
•backward -  M uslim voles 
num bering about 14 crorc 
as per 2011 ccnsus. Ilic new- 
modern mosque at Ayodhya 
may show its friendly face 
to the Muslims.

M any sm a lle r  tr ib e s , 
castc  groups and farm ing 
classes are not its voters. If 
they jo in  ihe BJP. votes may 
go up from 22 crorc o fa  total 
o f  91 crorc in 2019. About 7 
to 10 crorc new voters join 
the electoral list every five 
years. Even ha lf  o f  it can 
do wonders to  increase its 
tally in a 100 crorc electoral 
collcgc.

So is the BJP not both­
e red  ab out the  C ong ress  
whimper? The BJP and its 
paren t body a rc  carefu l. 
They have never ignored 
the Opposition. They know 
how  to  tack le  and sp lin ­
ter it. Its m asterstroke  o f  
withdrawing the three farm 
bills are testimony o f  how it 
confuscd the agitating farm­
ers to act a t cross purposes 
giving the Party an edge in 
the supposed  w estern  UP 
stronghold o f  the farmers. 
A lready it has announced 
free food dole to continue 
till 2024 polls.

In a battered Gujarat, its
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“ 77/e mass o f  men lead lives o f  quiet 
desperation. What is called resignation 

is confirmed desperation. ”
—  Hcnrv David Thorcau
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Destination Delhi
TH E fight for :he 2024 Parliament Polls would, 
by all indications, be bitter. This despite the rul­
ing BJP and its m ascot Prime M inister Narendra 
Modi towering over others in term s o f  national 
appeal and mass support. A restive Telangana 
ch ie f m inister K C handrashekar Rao. who con­
verted his regional ruling party the Telangana 
R ashtra Sam ithi into a w him sical ‘national* 
outfit the Bharat Rashtra Sam ithi. fired the first 
shot. The mass rally he held in Khammam in Te­
langana saw a line-up o f  four ch ief m inisters on 
Wednesday. In neighbouring Karnataka. Prime 
M inister Narendra Modi showed up the next 
day to launch a slew o f  development projects as 
the assembly polls there were also nearing. The 
Election Commission, meanwhile, announced 
the first set o f  assembly polls o f  the year — for 
M eghalaya. Nagaland and Tripura. The entire 
year would see the political tem perature rising, 
with assembly polls in six more states, followed 
the next year by the General Elections.

As most states have strong regional parties, 
the BJP cannot hope to have a cakewalk. How­
ever, the hint that has come from the KCR-show 
in Khammam was music to the B JP’s  ears. Even 
the regional foxes remain as fragmented as  ever. 
Top faces likeM am ata Baneijee, N itish Kumar 
and Sharad Pawar were now here to be seen. 
K um ar m ade it clear he w as not an invitee and 
that he was no: enthused at the KCR push. KCR 
on his part shifted gear from the Jai Telangana 
slogan to Jai Bharat, just as PM Modi had sought 
to transform him self before 2014. The message 
is loud and dear.

Granted that the non-BJP parties fighting the 
polls under different groupings somehow win 
a sufficient number o f  seats to form the next 
government al the Centre, the logical next step 
is to choose the Prime Minister. The BJP or the 
Congress can nominate one easily. On the other 
side, each greedy shark am ong the regional 
chieftains would propose h im self for the post. 
After a hard bargaining, whoever picks the m an­
tle would -  as past experience showed -  bear a 
crown o f  thorns. Leg-pulling from the wayward 
leaders would begin from day-one and the new 
governm ent's lifespan could be numbered. The 
reason why the rcgionalists do not want to keep 
the Congress in the forefront for such an anti- 
BJP alliance is clear: they need the bargaining 
pow er to grab the PM ’s  post. Aiming high is not 
a bad idea, but these are m en with feet o f  clay. 
Their personal interests would spoil the show 
from the very start, leading to the collapse o f  
the government sooner than later.

Election 2023: Money, money, 
money & The winner takes its all

By Patricia Mukhim

M o d i’s o u treach  to  M uslim s 
and  D alits  has m any  fau ltlines

BJP leadership’s 
target o f 400 seats in 

2024 polls a daydream
By Sttshil Kit tty

E lections in 
M eghalaya

Editor,
T he G enera l E lections 

in  M e g h a la y a  has be en  
announced by  the ECI on 
W ednesday, January 18. Be­
low arc musings o i  the back­
ground and the way forward 
a s  conscious voters:

As a person who is still 
t r a v e llin g  a ro u id  in  the  
State, 1 get the  impression 
that generally people o f  the 
three main regions o f  Jaintia, 
K hasi and  G aro  H ills a re  
absolutely fed-up with the 
c o rru p tio n  ta in  cd  M DA 
governm ent. I f  Dr M ukul 
Sangina and his friends had 
rem ained  in the  Congress 
there w ould have been no 
chance  for the NPP to  re­
turn to  power. Bill with the 
b reak-up  and  birth o f  the 
TM C in the state, now  it’s 
anybody's guess as to  who 
will carry the trophy. As for 
the L DP. it simply has. time 
and  again , proved to be a 
parasite party - clinging on lo 
any party  so a s to ccd on the 
perks o f  powers and lo hell 
with ideology! VP P. a new 
party with laudable declara­
tions and largely educated 
candidates (a parly 1 would 
have felt comfortable with), 
is again a new entity and it's

anybody's guess a s  to  how  it 
w ill perform. The BJP may 
improve its position, but my 
op tim istic  op in ion  is that 
they w ill not cross 5 seats at 
the most.

T h e  w ay  forw ard  is to  
vo le  for a pa rty  tha t has 
the greater chance o f  more 
w inning candidates so as to 
throw out the NPP that led a 
shamelessly corrupt govern­
ment and w as flirting w ith a 
divisive party like the BJP.

Yours etc..
Eugene Thomas.

Shillong- 6

EVM : T he  
unfinished  

agenda
Editor,
N ow  tha t the E lec tion  

Com mission o f  India (ECI) 
has visited M eghalaya and 
to ld  c an d id a tes  to  id e n ti­
fy them selves and  declare 
themselves free o f  any crim i­
nal charges, there remain two 
unfinished agenda. Firs*, in 
2 0 IS quite a few EVMs ex­
perienced glitches in many 
p o llin g  b o o th s. At som e 
polling stations voters be­
cam e im pa tien t and  w ere  
disheartened by the long wait 
so ihcy left without voting 
since they could no t forfeit

Two Abba songs ’M oney 
m oney  m o n e y ’ a n d  ‘T h e  
w inner takes it a ll’ com e to 
m ind du ring  th is  e lec tion  
season. T he first song goes. 
“ M oney , m oney , m o n e y / 
M ust be  f u n n y  In a  rich 
m an’s w orld." Yes m oney's 
funny in a rich m an’s world 
but it can buy so much for 
the poor voter. M oney is the 
poo r w om an's need. Even 
Rs 2000 will go a  long w ay 
to ensure d ie  has rice for at 
least tw o months and some 
m oney to  pay  the  school 
fees w hen c lasses begin in 
February. A nd in this open 
season, the more candidates 
the better!

It's pointless denying that 
w ith  tim e , m oney  pow er 
in e lections has taken pre­
cedence  ove r issues. Why 
should  anyone  c are  about 
issues anyw ay? Issues arc  
good for intellectual spar­
ring. For a poor person who 
knows that she will continue 
to have a raw deal five years 
dow n the line, ‘it’s  now  or 
never.’ Hence the conversa­
tion these days w hether in 
the market place o r public 
transports o r som e adda like 
a tea  sh o p  w h ere  p e op le  
sit and chat ove r chai and 
samosa, the banter revolves 
around, “how  m uch did you
get from ......"  “ I got so R s ....
but 1 believe the other candi­
date gives more."

A s far a s  issues a rc  con­
cerned . they  a re  the sam e 
old. cliched ones anyways. 
E ducation. H ealth . Roads, 
Pow er, W ater. A gricu ltu re  
etc. Haven’t these same is­
sues figured in  the last e lec­
tions? Were they addressed? 
Do w c have better schools? 
A nd w hy shou ld  s c h o o ls  
m atter when a good chunk 
o f  rural kids arc not even in 
school: when women still die 
o f  childbirth com plications 
which a re  no longer issues 
in the dev eloped states. And 
infant deaths?  W ho cares? 
W hen there are  a lready so 
many kids in the family one 
death is  just a number.

A s far a s roads a re  con­
c ern ed . the  affluen t have 
th e ir  S U V s so  it d o e sn 't 
m atter how  bad ihe roads 
are. T he less fortunate ones 
relying on public transport 
o r small vehicles can break 
the ir heads a nd  deal with 
their problem s and nag the 
insouciant governm ent for 
the next five years. A fter all 
they w ere all paid before the 
elections to  shut their traps 
for the next 5 years.

The rich don't need gov­
ernment intervention in edu­
cation. They are all in private 
schools and a good number 
study outside the suite. Those 
forced to  study in govern­
m ent funded  s c h o o ls  and 
colleges don't get the right 
kind o f  education that can get 
them to think and question 
authority. T heir’s  is a case 
o f  memorising and  vomiting 
out facts during  an  exam . 
T hat's the breadth o f  their 
education. So m eaningless 
is the  educa tion  im parted  
(book  know ledge) and  so

a da y 's  livelihood.
T h e  sccond  g litch  w as 

regarding the Verifiable Pa­
per Trail for the Lok Sablia 
election 2019 w here il was 
rev e a le d  tha t th e re  w ere  
som e anom alies  v is  a v is 
the VPT. O ne  vo te r from  
Assam and two from Delhi 
stated that they voted forone 
candidate from a  particular 
political party but the VPT 
revealed som e o the r name 
and parly.

V oters arc equal in law 
so let us skip the personality 
o f  the person from A ssam 
w ho w as a fo rm er D G P). 
A fter castin g  h is  vo te  he 
complained to  the Presiding 
officer that the VPT failed to 
display the symbol on which 
th e  b u tto n  w a s  p re s se d . 
R ather he w as  challenged  
to press one  button and  if  
the machine fails to register 
the right candidate and party 
then he em erges victorious 
but i f  for some reason the 
m achine registers the correct 
candidate and party then he 
would be penalised and have 
to pay a hefty fine.

Few people would dare lo 
challenge a machine so the 
former DGP refused to make 
a  fo rm al c o m p la in t. T h e  
point here is ihat such mal­
function would not happen 
with a ballot box. How could 
a voter stamp on one symbol

far removed from their day
lo day  existence that they 
prefer to drop out and earn 
to supplement their family 
incom es. The standard  re­
ply from parents who have 
pulled the ir  kids ou t from 
school is. “W iat's  ihe point 
o f  schooling when so  many 
educated people arc without 
jobs?"

A nd there really 
is no answ er lo  this 

vexed question.
C om ing to the next Abba 

favourite, "The W inner Takes 
It A ll." the song has proven 
true o f  ihe  2018 elec tion . 
T he w inners- those  in the 
MDA G overnm ent - have 
actually taken more trophies 
than they deserve and w hich 
should have come to us the

voters . Indeed, these  w in ­
ners have had their finger in 
every- pie and every money­
m aking venture and  added 
s u b s ta n tia lly  to  th e ir  list 
o f  properties in an around 
Shillong. Ever their hangers- 
on and  facilitators running 
the muddied coal trade w ho 
had no th ing  in  the ir  bank 
balances before 2018, now 
live an afftucnt lifestyle hav­
ing  a cq u ired  p ro p erly  in 
Shillong-1: a very expensive 
address whereas m ost o f  us 
had had to move to Shillong 
6. 8. 13, 14. 19 o r 21 where 
land w as affcrdable a t one 
time. Wc know those people 
and they smile politely a t us 
when w e meet them: they arc 
overly courtcous and ooze 
with congeniality. But they 
a rc  a v iciously avaricious 
lot who will stop at nothing 
to add  to their w ealth rank­
ing. Apart from being part 
o f  the ruling conglom erate 
they arc also the mafiosi o f  
M eghalaya.

But the reason why wc 
continue to  elect the same set 
o f  carpetbaggers living in 
Shillong but representing the 
back o f  beyond constituen­
cies - is becam e those living 
in the urban ;nd  peri-urban 
areas bcl ieve their area  o f  in­
fluence extends to the whole 
s ta te  w hen  in rea lity  their 
sway ends at Upper Shillong, 
N ongkrem. iVawryngkneng 
and  M awiong. T he influ* 
c n cc rs  live  only w ith in  7 
c o n stitu e n cies  o f  G re ater 
Shillong thcbulk o f  voters 
live in  29 other constituen­
cies spanning Jaintia Hills. 
Khasi Hills. Ri Bhoi and not 
to forget the 24 constituen­
c ies  in G aro H ills that not

and approacli the Presiding 
officer bccauic his seal was 
stamped on another symbol 
like the bicycle? The EVM 
is completely different from 
a ballot box and before the 
elections the EVM s should 
have been ckcckcd in case 
they malfunction.

There w cie three people 
who complained to  the ECI 
regarding thcEVM  malfunc­
tion. The fo m er  C h ief Jus­
tice o f  India, Ranjan Gogoi 
had tw ice ordered the ECI. 
M r Aurora at he  time to look 
into the complaints but there 
w as no response until the 
poll results were declared.

T he doubts and fears o f  
voters, be they o f  any status 
in life should be addressed 
so that it w o tld  inspire con­
fidence in  voters and they 
w ould feel ihat ju s t ic e  is 
served.

Yours ctc..
W. Passah,
Nongkrem

U nresolved  
issues in Jow ai

Editor,
In Jow ai Town, there are 

two abandoned buildings as 
far a s the eye can see. One 
such building is the hostel 
o f  the  G o vernm en t G irls
II S School. O nce upon a

o n ly  think d ifferen tly  but 
a lso  have  d ifferen t voting 
behaviours. G enerally , the 
G aro  peo p le  d e c id e  w ho 
form s the G overnm en t in 
M eghalaya hencc wc have 
had m ore  en d u rin g  G aro  
C M s than wc have had from 
the Khasi-Jaintia region. The 
G aros do have bitter political 
com bats but in the end they 
c lo se  ranks to  enab le  one 
o f  their ow n to bccome the 
state leader.

D em ocracy its e lf  is  not 
so stra ightforw ard. Voting 
is just one act but it requires 
a thinking, questioning, rea­
son ing  c itiz en ry  tha t can  
hold the clectcd to account. 
T h a t 's  o n ly  possib le  w ith  
educated (not ju st literate) 
voters who are  not victims

o f  patronage. A nyone who 
has been reduced to  a posi­
tion o f  having to queue up at 
the M LA's home early in the 
morning (which is a common 
sight these past few months) 
and  b eg  fo r c ru m b s  can  
hardly exercise free choice. 
T heir  ch o ices a rc  a lready  
decided w hen they surrender 
their EPICs in lieu o f  money. 
Som e voters may not rcccivc 
money from candidates but 
they vote on the basis o f  per­
sonal relationships, religious 
and clan affinities and many 
other factors.

L et us adm it one  stark  
reality and that is that wc live 
in alternative universes. O ur 
expectations from the MLAs 
are different. Some believe 
in im m ediate g ra tification  
others look for the long- term 
benefit o f  the Slate. But the 
second category a re  too few 
to m ake a difference. The 
reality is that we live in  d if­
ferent worlds, desire differ­
ent things and  have almost 
no th ing  in com m on. T his 
is reinforced by a partisan 
media environm ent that is 
heavily consum ed over m o­
bile phones. And such media 
outlets that operate in a very 
c ru e lly  c o m p e titiv e  o rb it 
deliver news like a consumer 
product. No w onder, every 
e lec to ral con test becom es 
an existential dilem m a with 
each  pa rty  look ing  a t the 
other a s a mortal enemy and 
each party then trying to woo 
w hichever media they can.

A t the  e n d  o f  ihe  d a y  
therefore  th e  m edia  p lays a 
v e ry  in fluen tia l ro le  in d e ­
c id in g  the  de m o crac y  wc 
w ant. H ence  so lu tio n s to  
o u r  g o v e rn a n ce  p rob lem s

time, the cook o f  this hostel 
w as the late Kong Pom olin 
G assah. M ay her soul rest 
in pcacc. Attending her fu­
neral. which was two days 
ago, go t me thinking about 
the conditions o f  the hostel. 
What w asoncc an affordable 
hostel for so many students 
outside o f  tow n is now  sadly 
an abandoned building and a 
hub for juvenile delinquents. 
In 2019 , reports m ade by 
various online news media 
is that the dilapidated hostel 
is not in a stable condition 
to accom m odate  students. 
Four years have passed and 
w c are yet to sec the required 
renovations to  be done.

The other build ing  left 
o rp h an e d  by the  g o v e rn ­
ment is ihe market building 
in law m usiang Jow ai. The 
story about this building is 
that tall promises w ere made 
by a  certain politician five 
years ago. The fruit o f  those 
promises are now seen by the 
people going in and ou t o f  
the lawmusiang market: It is 
just another unfinished con­
struction Currently, the said 
building looks like a garbage 
d u m p ste r . O n e  c an  o n ly  
imagine the pathetic sight o f  
a market that co-exists with 
a huge pile o f  garbage. Per­
haps the sa id  Building will 
be used again as an election 
gimmick this year.

Lastly, huge piles o f  gar-

w o n ’t con ic  m ere ly  from  
b e lte r  leg is la tion  o r  in sti­
tu tional re fo rm s  o r m ore  
v i r tu o u s  p o l i t i c i a n s .  A  
h e a lth y  c u ltu re  o f  d e m o c ­
rac y  c an  be  e s tab lish ed  by 
a  im prov ing  ihe  com m un i­
c a tion  e nv ironm en t. T here  
a re  m any  w ay s  o f  d o in g  
th is bill none o f  it w ill m a t­
te r  w ithout a  m edia  literate 
c i t iz e n ry . T h e  id e a  th a t 
c om m u n ic atio n  sk il ls  and  
m ed ia  lite racy  o u g h t to  be 
in tro d u c e d  in  se co n d a ry  
educa tion  da les back lo  the 
1960’s  at least in  A m erica  
w hen  M arsha ll M cL ulian  
a  C a n a d ia n  p h ilo s o p h e r  
w hose  w ork  is a m o n g  the 
c o m crs to n e s  o f  the  study  
o f  m edia  theory, suggested  
it. T h is  w as re itera te d  by 
E d ito r- in -c h ie f  W ash ing ­
to n  P o s t. M a rty  B a ro n . 
In  th e  b o o k  " P a ra d o x  o f  
D em o cracy ,"  by  Z ac  G cr- 
sh b c rg  a nd  Scan  lll in g  the 
a u th o rs  say . “C itiz en s  a re  
su rro u n d e d  by  c o m m u n i­
c a t io n  te c h n o lo g ie s  and  
bo m b a rd e d  w ith  bu llsh it 
fro m  an  e a r ly  a g e ; they  
n e ed  to o ls  to  d iscern  their 
e n v iro n m en t a s  th e y  m a ­
ture. In  a c o n su m er  w orld  
rife  w ith  c h o ice s , e v e ry ­
o n e  m ust b e  th e ir  o w n  in ­
te llec tu a l d c fcnsc-sy stcm . 
T h e r e ’s n o  w a y  a ro u n d  
th is  in  a  de m o cratic  so c i­
e ty : ultim ate  responsibility  
fa lls  to  the  pe o p le . P u b ­
lic o p in io n  is pe rpe tually  
v u lne rab le  to  h yste ria  and  
m a ss  m a n ip u la tio n  fron t 
o p p o r tu n is tic  p o lit ic ian s , 
from  a tten tion  m erchan ts, 
f ro m  c o r p o r a t e  m e d ia . 
A n d  no w  its  sub jcc t to  its 
o w n  se lf -in d u c e d  m is in ­
fo rm ation .”

W h a t th e  a u th o rs  d e ­
d u c e  is th a t d e m o c ra c y  
is  a  p a radox  a nd  lo  be a 
d e m o cra tic  c itiz en  is  to  be  
c o n tin u a l ly  a l th e  m ercy  
o f  a  c o m m u n ic a tio n  e nv i­
ro n m en t full o f  Soph ists , 
s w in d le r s  a n d  to o ls  o f  
d is to rtio n . G ersh b c rg  and  
lll in g  g iv e  a  s tro n g  c a ll 
say ing . “T h e  c itizenry  will 
have  to  save its e lf  from  the
<;HIck w ho  have abandoned  
th e m  a n d  from  pop u lis ts  
( r e a d  p o l i t i c i a n s )  w h o  
w o n ’t s lop  ly in g  to  them  
a nd  from  th e  tech  industry  
w h ich  c o n s tan tly  su rveils  
th e m .”

In e x ac tly  th e  sam e  for­
m a t a rc  ho a rd in g s o f  C M  
C o n ra d  S a n g in a  a l every  
c o rn e r  o f  th e  to w n  th a t 
a ssau lt o u r  se n ses w ith  the 
p rom ise , " B e s t today , be t­
te r  to m o rro w ,"  a n d  p h o ­
to g rap h s o f  the  C M  a long  
th e  S h i l lo n g - G u w a h a t i  
h ig h w a y  w ith  p o o r  fa n n ­
in g  w o m e n  w h o  h a rd ly  
u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th e y  are 
b e in g  p h o to -sh o p p e d  fo r 
b ig  lim e  a d v er ts . T h is  is 
w hat m ed ia  tech n o lo g y  is 
a ll a b o u t a n d  w e a re  but 
c o n su m ers  o f  p roducts .

S o . 2 0 2 3  is  an  in su r ­
m o u n ta b le  c h a lle n g e  for 
M e g h a la y a  a s  it  is  fo r 
o th e r  d em ocrac ies .

bage arc giving out a stench 
in every nook and com er o f 
Jowai Town yet again. Re­
cently. the Jowai Municipal 
Board had allo tted  plastic 
tins and even scheduled the 
days for the garbage pick-up 
trucks to  come. There was 
even a segregation plan. At 
first, the public cou ld  see 
the plan com ing into fruition 
but it w as short-lived. There 
is  a lot o f  irregu la rity  o f  
the garbage pick-up trucks, 
b e s id es  th e ir  not ab id ing  
by the schedule. Here, it is 
safe to say that the public is 
ready to follow instructions, 
but the inconsistency o f  the 
garbage trucks h a w  led to 
another failure o f  segrega­
tion o f  garbage in each and 
every  household . C an  the 
Jowai Municipal Board up­
date  the public with regards 
to the segregation o f  garbage 
in Jowai Town? A s for the 
tw o  a b andoned  bu ild ings 
are  conce rned  should  not 
the conce rned  au tho ritie s  
take sw ift action  for their 
maintenance?

Yours etc..
O. La loo, 

Mynthong. Jowai.

A r t ic le s  a n d  te l le rs  
appearing on this page are 
the  view s o f  ihe w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The S h it long Times

T he problem  w ith Prim e 
M inister N arendra M odi is 
that Ik  thinks and dream s 
e lec tions, o n ly  e lec tions. 
W in n in g  e le c t io n s .  A nd  
se ttin g  electoral records! 
N o t tha t se ttin g  a  record  
in  e le c tio n s  h a s  h e lp ed  
the  people w ho vo ted  the 
BJP. o r  helped those w ho 
did  no t vote the BJP. Like 
the M uslim s o f  India, both 
’ P a sm a n d a ' a s  w e ll th e  
‘A shrafi’

To bc^in w ith , ne ither 
M usl im group trusted M odi. 
V ery few  M u slim s  g ave  
a w ay  the r  v o tes to  M odi's 
party, the trust deficit going 
back to 2002. w hen Gujarat 
C h ie f  M in is ter  N arend ra  
M odi die not d o  h is  *Ra- 
jd h a rm a ' not d ifferentiate 
o r  d isc r im in a te  b e tw ee n  
’su b je c ts .

C h ief M inister N arendra 
M odi allegedly fell short o f  
the ideal. C om e 2014 and

C h ie f  M in ister  N arend ra  
M odi becam e Prim e M in­
is te r  N a*endra  M odi on  
the strength o f  3 1 percent 
o f  the  H indus vo tin g  for 
the  BJP. M odi knew  w ho 
stood  by him . and  w ho to 
stand  w ith.

In 2014 . th e  M uslim , 
Pasm andi o r  A shrafi. n e i­
ther m attered to the  BJP so 
lo n g a s  the H indu delivered 
o n  th e ir  p ro m ise . C o m e
2019. and nearly 40 percent 
o f  ihe  II ndus voted  BJP. 
M odi goi a  record-se tting 
m ajority  o f  3 0 1 Lok Sabha 
scats.

N ow, 400 days to  anoth­
e r  general elec tion . M odi 
has set the BJP the target o f  
400 -p lus Lok Sabha seats. 
Not that 400-plus will make 
a  difference to  the people. 
W hn t M odi c an  hope  lo  
a c h ie v e  w ith  a  4 0 0 -p lu s  
m a jo rity , he c o u ld  h ave  
ach ieved  w ith  a  300-p lus 
majority.

It is  how  he  is  g o in g  
to  set the new  record that 
m atters, “ lie hat-trick! A n ­
o the r landslide in 2024. To 
tha t end . M odi has g iven  a 
"c la rion  ta ll"  to BJP w ork­
ers  to reach ou t to  M uslims, 
esp ec ia lly  th e  P asm anda  
am ong  them.

T he ’P asm anda’ m ake  
up  80-85 p e rc e n t o f  the  
M uslim s o f  India. I f  e ven 
h a l f  o f  ihem  v o le  BJP. 
M odi will get h is all-tim e 
elec toral record. M odi has 
a sked  BJP w orkers in a ll 
p a r lia m e n ta ry  c o n s t i tu ­
en cie s  tc reach  a cro ss  to 
M uslim s and  ensure  gov­
ernm en t w elfare  schem es 
reach  a ll M uslim  ho u se ­
holds. bu not in "exchange 
for votes".

W hat’s that, "no t in ex ­
c h a n g e  for v o te s” ?  Fac t 
is . til l the la s t ro u n d  o f  
e le c t io n s  M od i w as  g o ­
ing  a round  bragg ing  tha t 
h is  governm en t's  w elfare  
schem es w ere reaching 81 
crore  Indians o f  a ll castcs 
an d  re lig io n s , w h e re v e r  
e lec tions w ere b e ing  held.

N ow. w ith  e lec tions in 
n ine states in 2023. and  the 
all-India  e lections in 2024. 
the  ’la b a r th i’ free rations 
schem e has been extended 
for another full year for 81 
c rorc  beneficiaries.

A t the  e nd  o f  the  day, 
pu re  a n d  s im p le  b ribery . 
P r o o f  th a t Ind ia  h a s  81 
c r o r e  p o v e r ty - s t r ic k e n  
h o u s e h o ld s .  M o d i w as  
a d m ittin g  to  h is  g o v e rn ­
m en t’s  failures. A cover-up 
o f  e lec to ra l p rom ises not 
de liv ere d , like  tw o c rorc  
jo b s , etcetera, etc.

M od i's  blatant m inority  
appeasem ent, an accusation 
that the BJP keeps hurling 
a t the Congress all the tim e, 
has crosscd  a ll boundaries. 
"W c  sh o u ld  b e  in  fro n t 
o f  a  chu rch  on S u n day ... 
W c s h o u ld  re a c h  o u t to  
the  Sikh  c o m m un ity ."  he 
told the BJP w orkers at the 
n a tional ex ecu tiv e . “ O u r

objective  to  build  the Ram  
te m p le  in  A y o d h y a  has 
been ach ieved ... Wc should 
ce leb ra te  R avidas Jayanti 
and  Valmiki Ja y an ti... We 
sh o u ld  m e e t P a sm a n d a  
M uslim s, (the) Bohra co m ­
m unity."

T hat covers all the "m ar­
ginalized”  and “oppressed" 
com m unities. M od i's  ou t­
reach will include “M uslim  
professionals and  educated 
M uslim s". Tell them o f  the 
w elfare  w ork  done for the 
M u slim s. M odi c a llc d  it 
'B harosc  Ka R ishta’.

In th e  y e a r  w h en  I n ­
d ia  has  assum ed  the G 20 
presidency M odi w an ts  no 
com m unal tensions to spoil 
the day  for h is governm ent. 
Fellow  G 20  heads o f  state 
shou ldn 't take hom e stories 
o f  com m unal disharm ony 
in  M od i's  ‘N ew  India*.

T he question boils dow n 
to have the M uslim s com e 
ro u n d  to  tru s t in g  M od i, 
and  the BJP? M odi's call to 
reach ou t to  the Pasm anda 
M u s lim s  c o m e s  o n  th e  
heels o f  RSS C h ie f  M ohan 
Bhagw at a sk ing  M uslim s 
to  eschew  any  feelings o f  
“ suprem acy". A rc  Bhagwat 
and  M odi a t w ar?

M o d i's  e lec to ra l c o m ­
pulsions have tam ed him. 
A s part o f  the B JP 's o u t­
reach  to  Pasm anda  M us­
lim s , M od i h a s  a d v ise d  
B JP leade rs  a nd  w orkers 
no t to  a n g e r  the  M uslim  
com m un ity  w ith  " u n n e c ­
essary  rem arks"  on  films. 
Political pundits a rc  calling 
M o d i’s  M uslim  ou trea ch  
a  "g am c -ch a n g cr" , a nd  a 
m asterstroke, vis a  v is the
2024 general elections.

T he fact is. M odi is not 
sure  w here  the votes for the 
B JPw ili com c from. I le  has 
been reduced to  playing his 
last hand. Anti that happens 
to  be  the  "M uslim  c ard ”, 
w hich w as a lw ays the ace 
in the hands o f  ihe "secu lar 
parties”. M odi's "outreach” 
to  M uslim s is  perhaps the 
last bluff! f t  PA S e n h e )
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“The mass o f  men lead lives o f  quiet 
desperation. What is called resignation 

Is confirmed desperation. “
—  Henrv David Thoreau
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O f Populist Schem es
TH E MDA Government must have the highest 
number o f  consultants advising it on various the­
matic aspects o f  governance that are intended to 
make the government look good. Notably most 
o f  the schemes that have spun out o f  the Me­
ghalaya Basin M anagement Agency (MBMA) 
have political overtones. For instance schemes 
like the Farmers Collectivization For Upscaling 
Production and Marketing System (FOCUS) and 
Promotion and Incubation o f  Market Driven En­
terprises (PRIME) arc aimed at scoring brownie 
points for the MDA government. Hence the hur­
ried distribution o f  cash in the months preceding 
the announcement o f  elections. Going by their 
names these schemes would involve a regimen 
o f  training for the fanners and entrepreneurs 
so that the cash they are doled out is not used 
for something else o ther than what they are 
intended for. Both FOCUS and PRIME require 
critical skill sets. Were the fanners adequately 
trained to work as a  collcctivc and to form robust 
and viable Farmers’ Producers Co— operatives 
which usually revolve around som e commonali­
ties such as the kind o f  crops they grow ? This 
involves a  let o f  cooperation and mutual tnist. 
It is a  time-consuming activity requiring long 
term hand-holding. It is unsure if  this exercise 
has been undertaken and who is doing the hand- 
holding.

As far as entrepreneurship is concerncd it 
makes good economic sense for the state to pro­
mote it as an alternative to government employ­
ment which had reached saturation point some 
two decades ago. For want o f  entrepreneurial 
skills every second person in Meghalaya who 
is not in government employment is a  govern­
ment contractor. They include a good number 
o f  leaders o f pressure groups. A government 
contractor is not an entrepreneur because he is 
treading a known path and will be paid for his 
work. The problem is with start-ups. Entrepre­
neurship is not a cakewalk. People attend busi­
ness schools, paying a considerable amount o f 
money to learn the skills involved in becoming 
successful entrepreneurs. Besides, an entrepre­
neur is someone who starts a business or a  trade 
putting his/her own money into the business. If  
the business works well it's all good but there 
is no guaran.ee that a start-up will necessarily 
work. There could be downsides as so much 
depends on market fluctuations. How does the 
entrepreneur covcr his/her losses then? In the 
case o f  Meghalaya, the Government has been the 
prime angel investor. An angel investor o r angel 
funder is usually someone who has money to 
spare o ra  high net-worth individual who backs a 
start-up essentially because the funder sees some 
potential in the start-up and also desires equity 
in the company. The angel investment is mainly 
to get the start-up o ff the ground. The question 
is w hether the PRIME o r FOCUS scheme is 
institutionalised. If  not the next government may 
jettison it if  only because it was a brainwave 
o f  a rival government. Several individuals and 
companies aie heavily invested in PRIME. What 
will their future look like?

These questions demand answers!

Question  
voters should  

ask
Editor,
Election are buttons in a 

representative democracy. 
It is through dcction  that 
w c a rc  represen ted  w hen 
we cast ou r vctcs. Unless 
wc vote, no oik can make 
decisions for us.Tliat is what 
our Constitution guarantees 
us. It is a proud achievement 
that w e Indians represent 
the largest democracy in the 
world. And election in this 
country has bccome no less 
than a festival. Festivals tell 
us som eth ing  about faith  
but also the unquestioning 
adhercncc to the G od o f  the 
festival. And sc it seems is 
our faith in democracy. The 
truth is that we unqucstion- 
ingly submit o j r  rights so 
(hat they  be  rep resen ted  
through the representative 
we choose. Should we do

Importance of education in 
electing a new government in 2023

U noffic ia l d iscussions 
w ith  d if fe re n t g roups o f  
people, many social organi­
sations. etc. have m ade us 
understand that not even a 
sing le  po litica l party  will 
secure absolute majority in 
the Assembly elections to be 
held in our state in 2023 and 
hence it is evident that an­
other coalition government 
will be formed, and there is 
a  possibility that wc may fall 
into the same trap o f  getting 
th is same government which 
has not perform ed in accor­
dance with our expectations 
as we have experienced in 
the last five years. It has 
been repeatedly mentioned 
by contributors in the earlier 
le tters to  the editor o f  this 
n ew spaper and  o the r ver­
nacular papers as well that if  
education is not kept as the 
top priority in the affairs o f  
our state there will be no de­
velopment or upliftmcnt and 
well-being o f  our citizens. So 
thcm anifcstosofall political
parties in our ctatc needs to
be scrutinized toscc if  educa­
tion is accorded top priority 
and how that will be  realised 
on the ground.

M aking education a pri­
ority will definitely help in 
uplifting us in all spheres o f  
human developm ent. C iti­
zens will be able to access 
their rights to health, educa­
tion and social and po liti­
cal rights as well. All these 
p o in ts  a rc  know n to ou r 
e lectorate before ou r state 
was branded as the lowest 
ranking state in educational 
attainments in ou r country. 
T his time wc should uplift 
education by electing a new, 
suitable governm ent ju d g ­
ing from its objectives and 
ideology as enshrined in the 
manifestos. It is very im ­
portant for us to understand 
that the rise in unem ploy­
m ent rate  are due m ainly 
to the non- availability  o f  
the technical educational 
institutions to provide human 
resources and experts with 
the technical know -how  to 
n in the organisations which 
require scientific and techni­
cal skills o f  the employees 
for their operations. It is also 
due to the inability o f  our 
cabinet ministers to  foresee 
the importance o f  such skill 
building in order to reduce 
the unemployment rate to  a 
negligible value that wc arc 
lagging behind. Hcncc the 
next government has to make 
this aspect a priority.

1111 date, se tting up o f  
the tourism industry which 
is expected  to  do w ell in 
M eghalaya sincc it has the 
potential to do so  had been 
left virtually untouched with 
no government/private party 
com ing forw ard to invest. 
C ontributing to th is is the 
inability o f  the elected rep­
resentatives wl>o have joined 
together to form the govern­
m ent w ithout any  p rofes­
sional ideas o r knowledge 
o f  governance. We need to 
educate the masses that wc 
need to clcct a set o f  M LAs 
with a professional outlook 
as desired  by  the curren t 
c ircum stanccs. Enough o f  
businessmen.

What wc can do now is  lo 
convince the political parties 
to start afresh with all their
thinking focuvicd on  true
sense  o f  developm en t by

By Louis Pyngrope
starting with tlic inclusion o f  
education policy and reforms 
as the first priority o f  tltc next 
government, in their election 
m anifestos with a promise 
that the acticn to be taken 
will be in accordance with 
w hat is com m itted  in the 
m anifestos. Wc have seen 
in the recent past the perfor­
mance o f  all political parties 
ruling in the sa te . They may 
be national parties, regional 
parties, o r  tu in g  coalitions 
but they arc not concerned 
about the upSftmcni o f  the 
state in terms o f  education 
and  o th e r  de velopm ents. 
N one o f  the governm ents 
in the past ha .c  ever valued

It is high time for us to 
understand that the existing 
representatives arc useless 
and need to be uprooted from 
their constituencies if  they 
dare to contest the legislative 
assem bly e lec tions. 2023. 
But becausc our MLAs know 
hpow short our memories are 
they fool us to clcct the same 
pcrsonsagain and again. A sa 
result wc have faced several 
conscquenccs e.g. the inter­
state border issue where our 
elected M LAs and ministers 
have acccptcd the give and 
take policy even w hen they 
know that our state will be 
the loser a s w c have never 
cncroachcd on even a very"

"Till dale, .setting up o f the tourism industry which 
is expected io do well in Meghalaya since it has the 
potential to do so had been left virtually untouched 
with no government/private party coming forward 
tn invest Crtntrihnting tr> this /« the inability n f thp 
elected representatives who haw joined together 
to form the government without any ptvfessional 

ideas or knowledge o f governance. ”

whatever was committed in 
the manifesto*.

It is tim e fo r us to un­
derstand how w c have been 
short-changctl by past gov­
ernm ents anti not clcct the 
same candidates who d idn't 
perform as cxpcctcd o f  them, 
in the next Assembly elec­
tion. T h is  will b e  a good 
lesson to our icprcscntativcs 
so  that in the near future 
they Icam anti improve their 
le g is la tion  skills i f  a t a ll 
they w ant to continue their 
profession a s the Members 
o f  Legislative Assembly. It 
is time for us to  say enough 
is enough, and now. we arc 
w ise r and  u td c rs tan d  the 
mis-govcmancc o f  the MDA 
gov ernment and we arc de ­
termined to straighten what-

sm all portion  o f  land b e ­
longing to other neighbour­
ing states or country. Alas 
the MDA G overnm ent has 
signed the MOU with Assam 
recently in the the first phase 
o f  settlement o f  the six arcas 
o f  disputes between the two 
states. The cabinet ministers 
o f  A ssam understood fully 
w ell the intellectual inferior­
ity o f  our ministers so they 
took advantage  by laying 
down terms and conditions 
on the com m ittees o f  both 
sta te  g overnm en ts  w hich 
w ere acccptcd gracefully by 
our C hief M inister w ith no 
interest to protect the lands o f 
the peoples o f  our state. This 
short memory o f  our people 
has contributed to the dar­
ing attitude o f  our ministers

“This time we need to vote on the basis 
o f  the personality and integrity o f  the 

candidate and the ideology u f  the parly
supporting him/her as enshrined and 

committed in the manifestos o f  the respective 
political parties with emphasis on the inclusion 

o f  education on priority basis. ”

ever lies ahcal o f  us.
It is c sscriia l for us lo 

learn the general m ethod 
o f  e lecting representatives 
and ruling political patties 
as adopted by the advanced 
c iv ilisations in the world. 
T his time we need to vote 
on the basis o f  the person­
a lity  and  in tegrity  o f  the 
candidate and the ideology 
o f  the party supporting him ' 
her as enshrined and commit­
ted in the manifestos o f  the 
respective political parties 
with cmphasii on the inclu­
sion o f  education on priority 
basis. A political party that 
is committed to this agenda 
only should t>c allow ed to 
form the government in the 
near future. This is an op ­
portunity for us to  penalise 
our past representatives who 
have not delivered and elect 
n new  representative to form 
a new govcm-ncnt.

o f  this government to  take 
decisions at random without 
th ink ing  o f  future  consc- 
q ucnccs. thereby  m aking 
our people the scapcgoats. 
But our people have become 
w iser now  and I strong ly  
believe they will rejig their 
memories and remember to 
vote wisely in the Assembly 
elections. 2023.

W hatever had happened 
in our state during the last 
50*- years is totally our fault 
a s wc have  no t he ld  the  
present and past government 
accountable for their poor 
govcrnancc and their lack o f  
attention to education. W ith­
out education people cannot 
be informed and aware about 
their rights. Hence wc also 
lag behind in social aware­
ness. health , econom ics, 
agriculture, tourism , envi­
ronment, mining; policies and
reforms, ctc. which ultimate-

that this time too?
It is election time, all are 

in the mood but arc seeking 
answ ers w ithout the right 
questions. Do w c as vo t­
ers have questions that the 
representatives wc arc about 
to choosc need to answer as 
intending candidates? Do wc 
count how  many promises 
were nude  in the last elec­
tion  and  how  many w ere 
fulfilled? In most cases the 
same rhctoric and promises 
and projects arc repeated in a 
different fashion. There is no 
doubt that the manifesto that 
a party brings out outlines 
the objective o f  the party and 
goals to be achieved but how 
sincerely it materializes into 
achievem ents is the larger 
question. And thus com es 
the need to frame questions 
as an individual voter a s a 
sort o f ‘countcr- manifesto.* 
And this is no rocket science. 
These questions arc simple, 
logical, reason- based and 
with true ‘democratic spirit’ 
that will bring out the means

as to how the ‘to bc‘ repre­
sentatives will cany  out the 
p rom ises a nd  a ssu ra n ce s  
they make during the elec­
tion campaign o r  the goals 
in the party manifesto. This 
question  as countcr-m ani- 
fcsto may be based on the 
simple ‘ Interrogation’ les­
sons from our high school 
gramm ar like who, where, 
what, w hy . how -  and aimed 
at fou r b road  p illa rs  that 
govern ou r da ily  life i.c 
Social. Political, Economic 
And Socio- religious. L et’s 
sec how these question may 
be individually framed.

W HO?
This should tell us who wc 

arc to choosc. It should also 
reveal some finer aspects o f  
his personal character like 
educational qua lifica tion , 
awareness on contemporary 
issues in the world, nation 
and region that concern the 
society on all the above four 
pillars ctc. Individual voters 
may look for ‘deeper truths'< 
crim inal background, cor­

ruption charges ctc.) about 
the person she / he would 
like  lo  vote through this 
question o f  ‘ Alto’

WHEN?
A s w e  a ll a rc  a w a re , 

a person  gets e lec ted  for 
five years. By raising this 
'w hen ' an irdividual voter 
should be able to  know the 
"timeline" within which the 
promises andassuranccs will 
be delivered.

WHAT?
The question o f  ‘w hat’ 

should make an individual 
voter know the economic 
p ro m ise s  tha t a re  m ade. 
T hese actually  a rc  public 
goods that form part o f  our 
rights. Such goods include 
roads, cducaiion. sanitation, 
electricity, health, social se­
curity ctc. A . o tcr should be 
very keenly observing such 
economic promises else they 
mostly end up as rhetorics.

HOW?
A m ong the qu e stio n s, 

‘how ’ is the means through 
which the promises will be

ly results in  the backward 
ness in almost all spheres o f  
human existeiKC.

As o f  now. w c arc second 
front the bottom in terms o f  
performance in education as 
per the reccnt publication o f  
PGI (Performance G uiding 
Index). G overnm ent o f  In­
dia. With more publications 
o f  the Niti Aayog, we will 
sec that we have gone down 
even more in all spheres o f  
development. Now we need 
to  wake up from ou r deep 
slum ber! Recently, it w as 
published that our sta te  is 
again at the bottom with ref­
erence to cleanliness, which 
is highly unacceptable. But 
still there was little reaction 
from any o f  us. All o f  these 
arise from the non- inclusion 
o f  education on priority basis 
in the affairs o f  our state.

I f  a ll the actions o f  the 
government arc unchecked, 
development will be stalled. 
Reform s need to  be intro­
duced in the school curricula 
right from the primary level. 
Healthy life styles need to 
be incorporated in the school 
curriculum  right from pri­
m ary  and  upper p rim ary  
level. A cash-free election 
environm ent lhat is needs 
to be  inculcated right from 
the school level and strict 
m easures be im plem ented 
to  prevent cash  and  other 
freebie d istribu tion . O nly 
then will be have legislators 
who will legislate laws that 
a re  good  for o u r  people. 
Awareness about the evils o f  
drug addiction is an integral 
part o f  cduca iion  since  a 
good number o f  adolescents 
are addicted to  drugs. Sex 
education is a lso  essential 
for the students to  acquire 
a t the  h igh  school lev el. 
A lso know ledge o f  law is 
essential at the high school 
level. I f  students are armed 
with adequate knowledge o f  
the law, it will be difficult for 
anybody o r any organisation 
to cheat or brainwash them. 
Undoubtedly, there is a  need 
to  revamp the whole educa­
tion system in our slate with 
provisions ol relonns to  be 
introduced so a s to enable 
o u r  c itiz en s  to  face  new  
challenges in their lives. Let 
there be a complete change 
in  ou r perception o f  e lec ­
tions and put into action what 
is  ncccssary to be done in 
making education the main 
factor con tribu ting  to  the 
progress o f  the c itizcns o f  
Meghalaya.

Further, w ith reference to 
the killings o f  innocent vil­
lagers o f  .Vlukroh. I believe 
that without strong action by 
the Government o f  M egha­
laya against the forest guards 
and Assam Police w ho were 
responsible for the killings, 
m ore  such  inc iden ts  w ill 
occur in future. The partial 
acccp tancc  o f  the  official 
report o f  the judicial enquiry 
headed by Justice  Vaiphci 
has led to serious doubts on 
the reliability o f  the MDA 
government.

To sum  up, all o f  these 
arise from the fact that edu­
cation  is not a p riority  in 
Meghalaya.

(T he  w riter  is R e tired  
Associate Professor. Lady 
Keane College. Shillong)

achieved and delivered. As 
w c arc familiar lhat the ‘ lo 
b e ' representatives promise 
every th ing  on paper o r  in 
th e  w ords th e y  u tte r  but 
they hardly ever tell the vot­
e rs how  the prom ises will 
delivered . D elivery  needs 
m obiliza tion  o f  resources 
and creation o f  capital -  eco­
nomic. social and political. 
The individual needs to  be 
e x tra  v ig ilan t in  how  the 
resources will be distributed 
to achicvc the promises and 
assurances made during the 
campaign.

WHY?
W hy is from where this 

whole creation can be con­
ceived and unlearned by a 
human mind. So, by raising 
this question an individual 
voter should able to know the 
motive and intent o fa  ‘lo b e ’ 
representative such as ‘why 
he want to  represent us ‘ and 
why wc submit our ‘rights* 
to the state through him.

U nder article 324 o f  the 
Constitution, w c arc guaran­

teed a free and fair dcction  
by empowering the Election 
Commission the pow er o f  
superintendence, direction 
and  con tro l o f  e lec tions. 
But unless we the voters 
question, elections may be 
’ free and fair’ but an abstract 
chain o f  ‘faith’ tethers it to 
an unquestioning mind. Also 
who docs the people, in “Wc 
tltc People’ in the preamble 
o f  the C onstitu tion  stand 
for. Sovereignty lies with 
the people and e lection is 
the first tool to realise that. 
Frame your questions well. 
L et us question incisively 
and with reasonableness

Yours etc., 
Sanjccv Bisia 

Student, M.A History.
Dimapur

A rt ic le s  and  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t th a t o f  
The Shiltont; Times

Is India 
imploding?

By Barnes Manrie
India is famously known 

for her policy o f  “ Unity in 
d ive rs ity .” F or tha t m a t­
te r. o u r  c o un try  is  tru ly  
a land  o f  g rea t diversity . 
Wc have been living in a 
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic 
anti m ulti-religious context 
since  tim es im m em oria l. 
We a rc  prcud o f  ou r unique 
situation aad in fact. India is 
a  model for the w orld w hen 
it com es to co-existing in 
diversity. Nobody can deny 
that the factor that has fa­
voured such an  ex istcncc is 
the philosophy o f  tolerance 
ami non v b len cc  (ahim sa). 
The credit for this goes to 
the tw o great ind igenous 
re lig io n s :>f o u r  country , 
H induism  and  Buddhism. 
Both these g reat religions 
te a c h  n o n -v io le n c e  a nd  
to le ran c e . B u d d h ism  as 
w ell a s Ja in ism  (an  o f f ­
sh o o t o f  H indu ism ) has 
gone one  s tep  further by 
a dvoca ting  ‘‘non  in ju ry” 
a s the ir doctrine o f  faith. It

m inority  g roups, nam ely, 
the M uslim s and Christians 
and  a de libera te  policy to  
su ffo c a te  them , a rc  p a rt 
o f  a stra teg y  to  ach ie v e  
the ir agenda. A s the saying 
g o e s  ‘‘re lig ion  is  th ick cr 
than blood.*' it is ev iden t 
that the  attem pt to  a ttack 
and  suppress M uslim s and 
C hristians is bound to lead 
to  violent reactions. Im po­
sition  o f  H indu relig ious 
p racticcs on  non-H indus is 
be ing  done w ith im punity. 
R e liab le  so u rce s te ll me 
that in one  particular elite  
central medical institution 
here  in  ou r city. non-Hindu 
students a rc  forccd to  a t­
tend a  Sarasw ati Puja and 
to  pay a  c e rta in  am ount 
tow ards tha t. T hose  w ho 
try to  im pose this, should 
actually  be brought to book 
for a ttem pts a t “ forccd con­
version.*’

India is  so  m uch  con- 
c cm cd about threats co m ­
ing from Pakistan and C'hi-

w as also Ike resilience and 
non-violent a ttitude o f  the 
H indus lhat has enab led  
them to siand against ihe 
vio len t aggression  o f  the 
M uslim caliphates betw een 
the 13th anti 17th centuries. 
T here  vveie terrible M us­
lim  rulers like  A urangzcb 
( 165X-1707) w ho w ere ex ­
trem ely violent tow ards the 
Hindus w hile o n  the olher 
hand there w ere som e b e ­
nevolent nilcrs like Babur. 
A kbar andShah  Jahan who

na (it is right lo  do  that a s  a 
sovereign nation), but at the 
sam e lim e the G overnm ent 
is  m ind less  o f  ihc  s ilen t 
w ar that is  b rew ing within 
the country itself. W ith all 
the intolerance and  hostile 
policies tow ards other reli­
g ions. the BJP governm ent 
is  only brew ing d issatisfac­
tion and  driv ing  a w edge 
o f  division am ong Indians. 
Today. M uslim s and C hris­
tia n s c an  no longer trust 
the ir fellow Hindu brothers

“Today. Muslims and Christians can no 
longer trust their fellow  Hindu brothers 

and sisters as they used to. We seem to drift 
further away from  each other. **

w ere highly influenced by 
the  Hindu ph ilosophy  o f  
n o n -v io le n ce  a n d  to lc r-  
ancc.

G one are the days w hen 
all religions in India were 
co-ex isting  in pcacc  side  
by side . In reccn t years, 
the ugly head o f  religious 
in to le ra n c e  h a s  po p p e d  
up. In ihc past few days 
and  week* w c have w it­
nessed a  b t  o f  attacks on 
churches and a disruption 
o f  re lig io u s  s e rv ic e s  in 
C hristian churches by the 
H in d u  fu n d a m e n ta lis ts . 
BJP ruled states have seen 
the cnaclm cnt o f  Ihc law 
against fo x e d  conversion 
and  in  that p re te x t even  
th e  c h a r iia b lc  w o rk s  o f  
the Christian missionaries 
are being  questioned  and 
halted. Wc have w itnessed 
how  the  likes o f  la te  Fr. 
S tan  S w am y. a rc  b e in g  
targeted by the laws for the 
good lha t they a rc  doing  
on behalf  o f  Ihc poor and 
marginalized people.

With the Lok Sabha elec­
tions approaching in 2024, 
the BJP seems bent on tak­
ing forward the H indutva 
issue. Much lo  everyone's 
guess the inauguration o f  
the Ayodhya Tem ple is g o ­
ing to be  a m ajor election 
issu e  on  w hich  th e  B JP  
will try to bank for votes. 
B esides h i s ,  ih c  a ll out 
a ttem pt to in tim ida te  the

and  s isters a s  they used to. 
W e seem  lo d rif t fu rther 
aw ay from each  other. We 
c a n  no lo n g e r  c e le b ra te  
o u r  d iversity  because  ihc 
H indu fundamentalists who 
a re  in pow er, believe only 
in  an  ab su rd  u n ifo rm ity  
a nd  so  they a re  trying to 
su p p re s s  o th e r  re lig io u s  
g roups a nd  th rough  their 
“ ghar w apasi" program m e 
they are m aking every  e f­
fort to m ake every  Indian 
a Hindu w hich is o f  course 
a  s tupid ideology anti very 
m uch against the spirit o f  
our Constitution. W hai wc 
should be afraid o f  today is 
ihe fact that ou r country is 
im ploding. G od forbid tliat 
w e do  not w itness a  civil 
w ar  in  any  n ear future. The 
enem ies a rc  with in ou r ow n 
population. They a re  those 
w ho try to  sow  the seeds 
o f  division; those w ho arc 
h e ll be n t on  d e s tro y in g  
o u r  d ive rs ity : those  w ho 
delibera tely try  lo belittle 
ihc  secu lar na ture  o f  ou r 
C onstitution. It is tim e that 
every  right thinking Hindu 
in our country raises his/her 
vo ice  against these  a b er­
rations and  brings back a 
secu lar governm ent lo our 
beloved country.

(The writer is Director. 
Vendrame Institute o f  C ul­
ture. M awpdang. Views an ' 
p ersonal. E m a il:  barnes- 
m awrie@ gmail.com )
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Why does Nepal’s aviation industry have 
safety issues? An expert explains

Lukla: World's most dangerous airport

L ukla A irport is  loca ted  in Lukla o f  easte rn  N epal, a sm all tow n at the foot o f  
M ount E verest. Lukla A irpo rt in N epal is ranked first am ong the top ten d an g e r­
ous a irp o rts  in the w orld , and is titled  "R unw ay on the R oof o f  the W orld". The 

a irpo rt is the only passage  betw een K athm andu and Lukla tow n, w ith 30 f lig h ts  tak ing  
o ff  and land ing  here every 
day. T here is no doubt that 
th is  is a very  sm all and 
busy  a irp o r t . You m ight 
w onder why the m ost d an ­
gerous a irp o rt is  so busy.
T h a t's  b ccause the a irpo rt 
o f  Lukla is the only  g a te ­
w ay fo r  t r a v e le r s  from  
N epal to M ount E verest.

Lukla A irport, a lso  Ten- 
z in g -H illa ry  A irp o rt, was 
bu ilt in 1964 by Edm und 
H illa ry , the fir3 t p erson
to  sum m it M ount E verest.
L uk la A irp o rt is n es tled
am ong th e  m oun ta ins. _______________________________________________________

T he a i rp o r t  is  c a l le d  
" the most dangerous a irpo rt in the w orld" because it s its  on a m ountainside at an a l­
titude  o f  2 ,830  m eters and its runw ay is a very short runw ay. The asphalt runw ay is 
only  457 m eters long and 20 m eters w ide, w ith 12 deg rees slope from  north  to south .

A Y eti A ir lin e s  ATR 7 2 -5 0 0  
a irc ra f t  c ra sh ed  in Pok h a ra  
in c c n ira l N ep a l on  J a n u ­
a ry  15 2 0 2 3 , k i ll in g  a t  le a s t  68 

p a s s e n g e rs  o n  b o a rd . T h e  a irc ra f t  
w a s  cn ro u te  from  N e p a l 's  c ap ita l  
K a th m a n d u  to  P o k h a ra , the  c o u n ­
t r y 's  se c o n d  la rg e s t c ity , s i tu a te d  
u n d e r  th e  p ic tu re sq u e  A n n ap u rn a  
m o u n ta in  ran g e .

W h ile  th e  p ic tu r e s q u e  l a n d ­
s c a p e  o f  th e  c o u n try  a p p e a ls  to  
to u r is ts ,  it po se s s ig n i f ic a n t  c h a l ­
le n g e s  to  a v ia tio n  o p e ra to r s , w ho 
n e e d  to  e m b ra ce  and  n a v ig a te  th e  
c h a lle n g in g  e n v iro n m e n t.

T h e  a ir  c ra sh  o n  S u n d a y  w a s  
N e p a l 's  w o rs t  a v ia t i o n  d is a s te r  
s in c e  1 9 9 2 . T he c o u n try  h a s  b e en  
w o rk in g  to  o v e rc o m e  i t s  c h a l ­
le n g e s  in a v ia tio n .

A c h a lle n g in g  la n d sc a p e
T o p o g ra p h y  h a s  g if te d  N ep a l 

w ith  p ic tu r e s q u e  la n d s c a p e s , bu t 
p o s i t s  u n r iv a l le d  c h a l le n g e s  to  
f lig h t o p e ra tio n s .

N ep a l, s i tu a te d  b e tw ee n  Ind ia  
a n d  C h in a ,  is  h o m e  to  e ig h t  o f  
th e  w o r l d 's  14 h ig h e s t  m o u n ­
ta in s .  in c lu d in g  M o u n t E v e re s t  
o r  S ag a rm 3 th 3  F o r f l ig h t  o p e ra ­
t io n s , i t ' s  a n  a lm o s t u n r iv a l le d , 
h a rs h  e n v iro n m e n t w ith  su d d e n  
w e a th e r  c h an g e s  th a t c a n  m a k e  
f o r  h a z a rd o u s  c o n d itio n s .

A i r p o r t s  b u i l t  in  m o u n ta in ­
o u s  r e g io n s  o f ten  n e ed  to  h a v e  
s h o r t e r  r u n w a y s  th a t  c a n  o n ly  
a cc o m m o d a te  tu rb o p ro p -p o w ere d  
reg io n a l a irc ra f t,  r a th e r  than  la rg e  
j e t  a i r l in e r s  that c an  a c c c s s  la rg e r  
c i t ie s  in N epa l.

A s a r e s u l t ,  a v ia tio n  e a r n e r s  in 
N ep a l h a v e  a  v a r ie ty  o f  a i rc r a f t  
on  th e ir  f le e ts  T h es e  c ra f t  v a ry  
in c o n d it io n , p re se n tin g  p o te n tia l 
s a fe ty  h a za rd s .

T h e  ATR 72 a irc ra f t is  o n e  ty p i­
c a l a irc r a f t  u s :d  b y  N e p a li c a r ­
r ie r s .  It is  a tu rb o p ro p -p o w e re d

r e g io n a l a i rc r a f t  w ith  a c a p a c ity  
b e tw e e n  44  an d  78 p a s s e n g e rs . 
T h e s e  a i rc r a f t  a re  m a n u fa c tu re d  
by  a j o i n t  v e n tu re  o f  A irb u s  in 
F ra n c e  an d  L eo n a rd o  in  Ita ly .

T h e  a i r c r a f t  in v o lv e d  in th is  
c ra s h  had  b e en  in  s e rv ic e  fo r  15 
y e a r s , a f a ir ly  ty p ic a l  a g e  fo r  an 
a irc r a f t .

T h e  f in a l re p o r t on  w h at h a p ­
p e n e d  to  th e  tra g ic  Y eti A ir lin e s  
f lig h t w ill ta k e  o v e r  a m o n th  to 
c o m p le te .

A g ro w in g  a n d  
f a s t - c h a n g in g  in d u s t r y

N ep a l h a s  w e lc o m e d  p r iv a te  
in v e s tm e n t in to  its  a v ia tio n  se c to r  
s in c c  1992. Yeti A ir l in e s  is  o ne  o f  
20  d o m e s tic  c a r r i e r s .  T h e  a ir l in e ,  
h e a d q u a r t e r e d  in K a t h m a n d u ,  
f l ie s  to  ten  d o m e s tic  d e s tin a tio n s  
u s in g  ATR 7 2 -5 0 0  a irc r a f t .  In a d ­
d i t io n .  29  in te r n a t io n a l  a i r l in e s  
o p e ra te  in to  N e p a l 's  c a p ita l  too .

W ith  a i r  t r a v e l  in  N e p a l b e ­
c o m in g  m o re  a c c c s s ib le  a n d  a f ­
f o rd a b le .  a i r p o r t  in f r a s t r u c tu r e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  h a s  r e m a in e d  f a r  
b e h in d  c o m p a re d  to  th e  g ro w th  
o f  a i r  t r a f f ic .  T h is  h a s  r e s u l te d  in 
in c re a s in g  c o n g e s tio n  at a irp o r ts ,  
fare  c o m p e ti tio n  b e tw ee n  a ir l in e s , 
a n d  d e c r e a s e d  s a fe ty  r e c o rd s .

In f a c t ,  th e  c o u n t r y  h a s  rc -  
c o rd c d  a t  l e a s t  3 5 0  c a s u a l t i e s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a e r o p l a n e s  o r  
h e l i c o p t e r s  s in c c  2 0 0 0 .  w h ic h  
h a s  ra is e d  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t th e  e f ­
f e c tiv e n e s s  o f  i t s  a v ia t io n  sa fe ty  
r e g u la tio n s .

T h e  a v ia tio n  reg u la to r  in c h arg c  
is  th e  C iv il  A v ia tio n  A u th o r i ty  o f  
N ep a l, a g o v e rn m e n t a g e n c y  e s ­
ta b lis h e d  in 1998.

W o rk in g  h a rd  to  Im p ro v e
N ep a l b e ca m e  a  m e m b er o f  the  

U N ’s  In te rn a tio n a l C iv il A v ia tio n  
O rg a n i s a t io n  ( IC A O )  in  I 9 6 0 .  
T h i s  m e m b e r s h ip  o b l i g e s  th e

c o u n try  to  a b id e  by in te rn a tio n a l  
c o n v e n tio n s , IC A O ’s re g u la t io n s , 
s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  
p r a c tic e s  in a v ia t io n  sa fe ty .

W h ile  N e p a l 's  a v ia t io n  in d u s ­
try  h a s  m ad e  s ig n ific an t e ffo r ts  to 
im p ro v e  sa fe ty , u n fc r tu n a ic ly  th e  
s a fe ty  re c o rd  s t i l l  d o e s n 't  m a tc h  
up  w ith  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  o th e r  
c iv il  a v ia t io n  a u th o ri t ie s .

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t i e  E u r o p e a n  
U nion  b a n n ed  a ll N ep a li a ir l in e s  
fro m  o p e ra tin g  in the b lo c ’s a i r ­
sp a c e  in 201 3 a f te r  ICA O  ra is e d  a 
red  f la g . T h a t b an  still h a s n 't  been  
lif te d , a n d  N ep a l rem a in s  o n  th e  
EU A ir  S a fe ty  L is t.

D e s p i t e  th e  t r a g i c  c a s u a l ty  
re c o rd , N ep a l h a s  s-.epped up  i ts  
e ffo r ts  to im p ro v e  a v ia tio n  sa fe ty . 
T h e  C iv il  A v ia tio n  A u th o r i ty  o f  
N ep a l has b e e n  fo cu s in g  on  im ­
p ro v in g  s a fe ty  in  N ep a li a v ia tio n

su c h  a s  b u ild in g  im p ro v e m en ts  
a t  a i r p o r t s ,  u p g r a d in g  s a f e t y  
e q u ip m e n t , a n d  fo s te rin g  a  p o s i ­
tiv e  sa fe ty  c u ltu re  by e n co u ra g in g  
h a z a rd  rep o r t in g .

N e p a l’s  c o n s id e ra b le  im p ro v e ­
m en t in  sa fe ty  m e asu re s  a n d  c o m ­
p l ia n c e  w ith  in te rn a tio n a l  s ta n ­
d a rd s  w as  rec o g n ise d  b y  IC A O  in 
20 1 8 . H o w e v e r, th e  c o u n try  m ust 
c o n t in u e  w o rk  on  i t s  a v ia t i o n  
re fo rm  to  m a k e  i ts  sk ie s  sa fe  fo r  
e v e ry o n e . (T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

Nothing wrong with re-examining 
history, says William Dalrymple

By S u k a n t D c c p a k

S tr e s s in g  tha t it  is  th e  jo b  o f  
th e  h is to r ia n  to  ta k e  n o te  
o f  new  r e s e a r c h , h is to r ia n  

a n d  a u th o r  W ill ia m  D a lry m p le  
s a y s  th e re  is  n o th in g  w ro n g  w ith  
re -e x a m in in g  h is to ry  in  l ig h t  o f  
n e w  e v id e n c e .

" I t is  a  g o o d  th in g  th a t h is to ry  
m u s t  b e  r e e x a m in e d  b y  e v e r y  
s u c c e s s iv e  g e n e ra tio n :  r c lo o k e d  
a t  a n d  re th o u g h t a n d  d is c u s s c d  
o v e r  a g a in . I p e rso n a lly  b e lie v e  
th a t  it  is  n o t  a t  a l l  a  b a d  th in g  fo r 
h is to ry  to  b e  b o k e d  a t fro m  th e  
e v e r - c h a n g i n g  p e r s p e c t iv e s  o f  
th e  p re s e n t .  Such d is c u s s io n  and  
d e b a te  is  e n tire ly  le g it im a te , bu t 
it has to  be f irm ly  a n ch o red  in th e  
f ac ts  found  in the  p r im a ry  so u rce s  
a n d  n o t ju s t  be a n  e x p re s s io n  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n ,  n a t io n a l i s t i c  
m u s c le -f le x in g . o r  r e l ig io u s  o r ­
th o d o x y .

" S a d ly , th e re  i s  o f te n  a  te n ­
d e n cy  in th is  c o u n try  to  red u c e  
h is to ry  to  b in a r ie s : a w o rld  fu ll 
o f  g r e a t  h e ro e s  a n d  g r e a t  v i l ­
l a in s .  In  r e a l i ty ,  h u m a n  b e in g s  
a rc  ra re ly  b lack  o r  w h ite : w c a rc  
a l l  d if f e r e n t  sh a d e s  o f  g ra y .” he 
t e l l s  IA N S  at t i e  6 th  K e ra la  L it­
e ra tu r e  F e s tiv a l o rg a n is e d  by  th e  
D C K izh ak cm u ri F o u n d a tio n . " I t’s 
th e  h is to r ia n 's  jo b  to  r e s e a rc h  a n d  
e x p re s s  th o se  su b tle  n u a n c e s . In 
h is to ry , n u an ce  is  e v e ry th in g ."

C u r r e n tly  w o rk in g  on h is  nex t 
b o o k  The  G o ld e n  R o a d ,  th e  s to ry  
o f  I n d ian  in f lu e n c e  sp r e a d in g  o u t 
o v e r  A sia  - B u d d h ism  g o in g  u p  to 
C h in a  a n d  H in d u ism  a n d  S a n sk rit 
g o in g  d o w n  to  S o u th  Hast A sia , 
a n d  Ind ia  n u m b ers an d  m a th e m a t­
ic s  g o in g  W est. D a lry m p le . b o rn  
in S c o tla n d  w rc te  h is  f ir s t book  In

X a n a d u :  A Q u es t  a t th e  a ge  o f  22 
a n d  m o v e d  to  D elh i in 1989.

S p e n d in g  fiv e  y e a r s  r e s e a r c h ­
in g  h is  b e s t-k n o w n  The  C i ty  o f  
D jin n s :  A Year in  D e lh i ,  h is  o th e r  
b e s ts e l l in g  w o rk s  in c lu d e  F ro m  
th e  H o ly  M o u n ta in :  A J o u r n e y  in  
th e  S h a d o w  o f  B yz a n tiu m . The  /Ig c  
o f  K a l i .  W h ile  M u g h a ls . The  L a s t  
M u g h a l:  The F a ll  o f  a  D y n a s ty .  
D e lh i 1NS7, N in e  L ive s :  In  Se a rch  
o f  th e  S a c r e d  in  M o d e rn  I n d ia ,  
T he  R e tu rn  o f  a  K in g :  The  B a tt le  

f o r  A fg h a n is ta n  an d  The  A n a rch y:  
T he  F a st I n d ia  C o m p a n y . C o r p o ­
r a te  V io le n ce . an d  th e  P illa g e  o f  
a n  E m p ire .

S tre s s in g  h e  c h o o s e s  to  w ri te

h is to ry  a t th is  m o n c n t .  th o u g h  
he lo v e d  w r i t in g  tr a v e lo g u e s  in 
h is  tw e n t ie s  a n d  c o u ld  g o  ba ck  
to  th e m  o n e  d ay , the a u th o r  sa y s  
he  h a s  o f te n  c o n s id e re d  w r i t in g  a 
se q u e l to  h is  2 0 1 0  b e s tse lle r . N in e  
L iv e s :  In  S e a rc h  o f  :he  S a c r e d  in  
M o d ern  In d ia .

A lso  a p h o to g ra p h e r . D alry m - 
p ic  s a y s  th a t w ritin g  and  p h o to g ­
ra p h y  u s e  d if f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  th e  
b ra in : P h o to g ra p h y  is  im m ed ia te  
a n d  a b o u t th e  in s ta n t  m o m e n t, 
w h ile  w ritin g  is  slow , a n d  c o n s id ­
e re d  a n d  in v o lv e s  m uch e d it in g , 
r e w r it in g , a n d  re th in k in g .

" T h e y  b o th  g iv e  m e  d i f f e r ­
e n t p le a s u re s . I a m  a ls o  d o in g  a

p o d c as t ti t le d  ’E m p ire ' w ith  A n ita  
A n an d . I t 's  b e en  a su rp r is in g  h it 
s in c e  i t  s t a r t e d  in  A u g u s t  a n d  
th e re  a rc  now  a m il lio n  d o w n lo a d s  
a m o n th . E a r l ie r ,  it  w as  ju s t  B r i t ­
ish . U S. a nd  A u s tra l ian  a u d ie n c e s , 
bu t no w  it is  d o in g  re a lly  w ell in 
In d ia  to o ."

T h e  a u th o r , w h o  h a s  a ls o  c o l ­
la b o ra te d  w ith  s in g e r -c o m p o s e r  
V idya  S h a h  fo r  l i t c r a ry -m u s ic a l
a c ts  ( T h e  L a s t  M u g h a l  a n d  th e  
W h ite  M u g h a ls )  f e e ls  it is  in te r ­
e s t in g  to  d iv id e  h is  tim e  b e tw e e n  
d if f e r e n t  fo rm s o f  c re a t iv i ty  a n d  
b e l ie v e s  th e  v a r ie ty  k e e p s  h im  
f re s h  and  e n g a g e d , a lw a y s  w re s ­
tlin g  w ith  new  c h a lle n g e s : "W h ile  
m y m a in  c a ll in g  is  h is to ry . I am  
a lso  a p h o to g rap h e r  and  h av e  b e en  
a t r a v e l  w r i te r ,  a f o r e ig n  c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n t, a  f e s t iv a l  o rg a n is e r , 
a n d  a p o d c a s te r .  N ex t y e a r , I am  
ta k in g  u p  a  v is i t in g  fe llo w s h ip  at 
A ll S o u ls  C o l le g e . O x fo rd . I f  you 
k eep  y o u r s e l f  f re sh  an d  in te re s te d  
y o u 're  m o re  lik e ly  to  k e ep  y o u r  
a u d ie n c e  e n g a g e d .”

In h is  r e s e a r c h  p r o c e s s ,  th e  
b e s t  p a r t  is  v is i t in g  th e  p la c e s  
w h e re  th e  e v e n ts  h e  w il l  w r i te  
a b o u t to o k  p la ce .

" I t  i s  m o r e  l i k e  a h o l i d a y  
g o in g  to  th e  r u in s  a n d  th e  

te m p le s  a n d  th e  b a t t le f i e ld s .  Yes, 
th e  a rc h iv e s  a re  a s lo g . B u t th e  
h a rd e s t  b i t  is  w r i t in g . . .  p u tt in g  
p en  to  p a p e r . T h e  f ir s t  tw o - th re e  
m o n th s  a rc  e s p e c ia l ly  to u g h  b u t 
th e n  y o u  s e c  th e  p i le  o f  p a p e r  
b u ild in g , a n d  th e  w ri t in g  im p ro v ­
in g  th ro u g h  s u c c c s s iv c  d r a f ts  a n d  
th a t  f e e ls  v e ry  s a t i s f y in g .  I t  is  
e x a c tly  b e c a u se  o f  th a t  d i f f ic u lty  
th a t  f in is h in g  a b o o k  is  s u c h  a 
u n iq u e ly  s a t is fy in g  m o m e n t."  he 
c o n c lu d e s . ( IA N S )

Jaipur lit fest returns to 
Pink City after a break

T h e  1 6 th  e d i t io n  o f  J a ip u r  
L i te ra tu r e  F e s tiv a l  h a s  r e ­

tu rn ed  to  P in k  C i ty  a f te r  a y e a r  
u s h e rin g  in  a f e s t iv e  feel a s  it 
b r in g s  a lo n g  3 5 0  sp e ak e rs  from  
a c ro ss  th e  g lo b e  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  m u s ic , a r t  a i d  f ilm  
fro m  a c ro s s  th e  w o rld .

T h i s  u n iq u e  f e s t iv a l  s h a l l  
c o n tin u e  fro m  J a n u a ry  19 to  23 
a t H o te l C la rk s  A m er in  J a ip u r .

T h e  in a u g u ra l  c c rc n io n y  on  
T h u rsd ay  w as  a d d re s s e d  b y  N o ­
be l L a u re a te  A b d u lraz ak  G u m a h  
in F ro n t L aw n . T h e  them e fo r  
th is  y e a r  is  'U tsav*  c e le b ra tin g  
the c o lo u rs  o f  R a ja s th an  and d is ­
p la y in g  b r ig h t  c o lo u rs . In d ian  
w e d d in g s  m ak e  s ta tc m e a ts  w ith  
it s  v ib ran t c o lo u rs , e x tra v ag a n t 
c e le b ra t io n s ,  re s o n a tin g  m u sic  
an d  sh a r in g  th e  h a p p in e ss  o f  a 
new  s ta r t.

W ith  i t s  d c co r . J a ip u r  L ite ra ­
tu re  F e s tiv a l  2 0 2 3  tr ie d  to  rep -  
l ic a tc  th e  sa m e  jo y  fo r  t i e  a u d i ­
e n c e  w h ic h  th e y  ta k e  a w ay  from  
an  In d ia n  t r a d i t io n a l  c e le b ra ­
tio n . T h e  e n tir e  d e c o r  and them e 
fo r  th is  y e a r  is  a n  am a lg a m a tio n  
o f  In d ian  c u ltu r a l  h e rita g e  and  
it s  v ib ra n t  n a tu re .

P ro d u c e r  o f  J a ip u r  L i’.e ra tu rc  
F e s t iv a l ,  S a n jo y  R oy , said  th a t 
th is  tim e  th e  f e s t iv a l  is  b e in g  
o rg a n is e d  on  th e  g ree n  c o n cep t 
in w h ic h  n o  c a rd  is  re q u ire d . 
P e o p le  w il l  b e  a b le  to  a t te n d  
th e  f e s t i v a l  b y  j u s t  s h o w in g  
th e ir  b a rc o d c  a f te r  o n lin e  r e g ­
is t ra t io n .

O n c c  th e y  e n te r ,  th e y  sh a ll  
g e t  to  s e c  c o l o u r f u l  c u l tu r a l  
p r o g ra m m e s  a lo n g  w ith  c o n ­
te m p la t io n  a n d  b r a in s to rm in g  
is su e s  re la te d  to  l i t e r a tu re , a rt 
an d  m u sic .

S o m e  o f  th e  k e y  sc s s  o n s  in ­
c lu d e  T h e  E s s e n tia l A b d u lraz ak

G u m a h  in w h ic h  N o b e l P r iz e  
w in n e r  A b d u lra z ak  G u rn a h  w ill 
be  in c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  B r iti s h  
p u b l i s h in g  l e g e n d  A le x a n d r a  
P r in g le . G u rn a h  f le d  Z a n z ib a r  
a s  a t e e n a g e r  f o l lo w in g  th e  
R e v o lu tio n  o f  1964. H is  s tr ik in g  
a n d  fo rm id a b le  w o rk s  in c lu d e  
M em o ry  o f  D e p a r tu r e . P ilg r im s  
H ay, D o t t ie .  P a r a d is e .  B y  th e  
S e a .  D e s e r t i o n ,  a n d  h is  m o s t 
r c c e n t. A fte r l iv e s ,  w h ic h  e x a m ­
in e s  th e  G e rm a n  e o lo n ia l  fo rc e  
in  E a s t A fr ic a  a n d  th e  liv e s  o f  
T an g a n y ik a n s  as th ey , w o rk , 
g r ie v e  a n d  lo v e  in th e  d a rk e n ­
in g  sh a d o w  o f  w ar .

T h e  o th e r  s e s s io n s  in c lu d e  
S e v en  M o o n s  o f  M a ali A lm e id a  
in w h ic h  S h e h a n  K a ru n a t i la k a  
w il l  b e  in c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  
N a n d in i  N a ir ,  S u s ta i n in g  D e ­
m o c ra cy ; N u rtu r in g  D em o c rac y  
in w h ic h  S h a sh i T h a ro o r  w ill be 
in c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  T r ip u rd a -  
m an  S in g h .

O v e r a l l .  3 5 0  s p e a k e r s  w il l  
p a r t i c ip a te  in th e  f e s t i v a l .  A 
to ta l o f  21 In d ian  a n d  14 in te r ­
n a tio n a l  la n g u a g e s  w ill b e  p r e ­
s e n ted  in th e  16th e d it io n  o f  th e  
f e s t iv a l.  S p e a k e rs  an d  p a n e ll i s ts  
in c lu d c  la s t  y e a r 's  In te rn a tio n a l  
B o o k e r  P r iz e  w in n e r  fo r  Tom b  
o f  S a n d  G ita n ja l i  S h rc e , G u lz a r  
w ith  B o o k e r  w in n e r  B c rn a rd in  
E v a r i s t o ,  P a n d i t  H a r ip r a s a d  
C h a u ra s ia , Shob h aa  D e. S h abana  
A z m i.  J a v e d  A k h ta r .  S h a s h i  
T h a r o o r ,  A a n c h a l  M a lh o t r a ,  
A m ish  T r ip a th i .

W e ll-k n o w n  fac e s  lik e  Su d h a  
M u r th y . A sh w in  S a n g h i. f i lm ­
m a k e r  O n i r ,  N o b e l L a u r e a te  
A b d u lraz ak  G u rn a h  an d  fo rm er  
S p e c ia l D ir e c to r  o f  th e  In d ian  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  B u r e a u  A m a r j i t  
S in g h  D u la t w ill a lso  m a rk  th e ir  
p re s e n c e  in th e  e v e n t. ( IA N S )
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Is it the Year of the Rabbit or the Year of the CatP
O n J a n u a r y  2 2 , 2 0 2 3 , m o re  th a n  a b i l l io n  

p e o p le  g lo b a l ly  w ill  w e lc o m e  th e  Y ear o f  
ihe  R abb it o r  th e  Y ear o f  C a t.  d e p e n d in g  
o n  w h ic h  c u l tu ra l  t r a d i t io n s  th e y  f o llo w  a s  th e  

s ta r t  o f  th e  L u n ar  N ew  Y ear. In th e  N ew  Y ork  C i ty  
p u b lic  s c h o o l d is t r ic t .  L u n ar  N ew  Y ear h a s  b e en  
o b s e rv e d  as a s ;h o o l  h o l id a y  s in c e  2 0 1 5 .

T h e  L u n a r  New Y ear is  s o m e tim e s  c a l lc d  th e  C h i­
n e se  N ew  Y ear, b e c a u se  it  f o llo w s  a c a le n d a r  th a t 
w as  d e v e lo p e d  m C h in a ;  bu t it is  a l s o  c e le b ra te d  in 
v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  A s ia , su c h  a s  K orea  a n d  V ie tn am . 
T ib e ta n  a n d  M o n g o lia n  c u l tu r e s  fo llo w  a s im ila r  
c a le n d a r  th a t w ill s ta r t  th e  Y ear o f  th e  R a b b it a b o u t 
a m o n th  la te r ,  cn  F e b . 20.

W h ile  th is  c a le n d a r  i s  s o m e t im e s  j u s t  c a l le d  
■‘lu n a r ,"  it  a d d s  a n  e x tra  m o n th  e v e r y  fe w  y e a r s  
to  s ta y  in  s y n c  w ith  th e  s o la r  c y c le ,  so  i t ’s t e c h n i ­
c a l ly  lu n a r  a n d  so la r , o r  lu n is o la r .  T h is  m e a n s  th a t 
th e  d a te  o f  th e  L u n a r  N ew  Y ear in  th e  G re g o r ia n  
c a le n d a r  c h an g c s  fro m  y e a r  to  y e a r  b u t  a lw a y s  fa lls  
in  J a n u a r y  o r  F e b ru a ry . T he G re g o r ia n  c a le n d a r  is  
th e  s o la r  c a le n d a r  u se d  to d a y  in  m o st p a r ts  o f  th e  
w o rld , in c lu d in g  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

A s a s c h o la r  o f  E as t A s ia n  r e l i g io n s . I am  f a ­
m il ia r  w ith  th e  w id e  ra n g e  o f  lu n a r  a n d  lu n is o la r  
c a le n d a r s  u se d  in  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g io n s  a n d  c u l tu r e s ,  
a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  th e  r e l i g io u s  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  
th e  E as t A s ia n  lu n is o la r  c a le n d a r .

T h e  lu n iso la*  c a le n d a r  th a t d e v e lo p e d  in  C h in a  
co m b in e s  tw o  c a te g o r ie s : 12 e a r th ly  b r a n c h e s , eac h  
o f  w h ic h  c o rre sp o n d s  to  a n  a n im a l ,  a n d  10 h e a v e n ly  
s te m s , e a c h  o f  w h ic h  c o rr e s p o n d s  to  o n e  o f  th e  f iv e  
e le m e n ts  f ir e ,  w a te r , w o o d , m e ta l a n d  e a r th  a n d  
e i th e r  th e  fe m in in e  y in  o r  m a sc u l in e  y a n g  fo rc e .

W h ile  th is  lu n is o la r  c a le n d a r  b r in g s  p e o p le  to ­
g e th e r .  d if f e re n t c o u n tr ie s  a n d  c u l tu r e s  h a v e  th e ir  
o w n  le g e n d s  a n d  c u s to m s  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  N ew  
Y ear. E v e n  th e  a n im a l  a s s o c i a te d  w ith  th e  y e a r  
c a n  v a ry .

Y e a r  o f  th e  R a b b i t  o r  Y e a r  o f  th e  C a t?
In m o s t p a rts  o f  E as t A s ia ,  th e  n e w  y e a r  th a t 

b e g in s  on  J a n . 22 c o rr e s p o n d s  to  th e  ra b b it ,  a nd  
a ls o  to  th e  e le m e n t o f  w a te r  a n d  th e  f e m in in e  y in  
fo rc e . T h e  c y c ic  ta k e s  60  y e a r s  to  c o m p le te ,  so  6 0 th  
b ir th d a y s  a c ro s s  E a s t A s ia  a re  tim e s  fo r  s p e c ia l  
c e le b ra t io n s .

H o w e v e r, the  a n im a l a s s o c i a t io n s  o f  th e  z o d ia c  
can  va ry : In V ie tn am . J a n . 22 w il l  u sh e r  in  th e  Y ear 
o f  th e  C a t in s te a d . T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  Y ear o f  th e  C a t, 
in  2 0 1 1 , sa w  a baby b o o m  in V ie tn am  b e c a u se  o f th c  
g o o d  lu c k  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th a t  z o d ia c  s ig n .

O n e  e x p la n a t io n  a m o n g  s c h o la r s  fo r  w h y  V ie t­
n a m e se  c u l tu r e  c e le b ra te s  it  a s  th e  Y ear o f  th e  C a t 
is  th a t th e  e a r th ly  b ra n c h  c o rr e s p o n d in g  to  " r a b b i t” 
is  p r o n o u n c e d  m ao in  M a n d ar in  a nd  m co  in  V ie t­
n a m e se , w h ic h  s o u n d s  s im ila r  to  th e  V ie tn a m e se  
w o rd  fo r  “c a t ."

A n o th e r  e x p la n a t io n  c o m e s  from  tw o  v a r ia t io n s  
o f  a p o p u la r  le g en d  a b o u t how  th e  12 z o d iac  a n im a ls  
w ere  c h o se n . A c c o rd in g  to  th a t le g e n d , e i th e r  th e

B u d d h a  o r  th e  J a d e  E m p e ro r , h e ad  o f  th e  C h in e se  
p a n th e o n , o r g a n iz e d  a r a c e  a c r o s s  a  r iv e r  to  c h o o se  
th e  z o d ia c  a n im a ls  a n d  th e ir  o rd e r .

In th e  C h in e se  v e rs io n , th e  c a t  a nd  rat w ere  r id in g  
a c ro s s  a r iv e r  on  an  ox w hen  th e  r a t .  in i ts  d r iv e  to  
b e  f i r s t ,  p u sh e d  th e  c a t in to  th e  w a te r  so th a t th e  ca t 
a r r iv e d  la s t  a n d  w a s  d is q u a l if ie d .  T he ra b b it  w as  
c ro s s in g  th e  r iv e r  by h o p p in g  o n  s to n e s  s t ic k in g  
o u t  o f  the  w a te r ,  bu t w ith  o n e  lu c k y  leap  it  la n d e d  
o n  a f lo a t in g  lo g  th a t s w if t ly  c a r r i e d  it  to  sh o re , 
s o  th a t th e  r a b b it f in is h e d  fo u rth . H o w ev e r, in  the  
V ie tn a m e se  v e rs io n  - w h ic h  la c k s  a rab b it th e  ca t 
c o u ld  sw im  a n d  e n d e d  up  a r r iv in g  fo u rth .

R a b b i t s  in  C h in e s e  c u l tu r e
In th e  C h in e s e  t r a d i t io n ,  p e o p le  b o rn  in  p a r ­

t ic u la r  z o d ia c  y e a r s  h a v e  so m e  o f  th e ir  a n im a l 's  
c h a r a c te r is t ic s .  S in c e  th e  la te  2 0 th  c en tu ry , C h in e se  
re g io n s  h a v e  s e e n  b ir th  r a te s  sp ik e  d u iin g  Y ears  o f  
th e  D rag o n  b e c a u s e  d ra g o n s  a re  p o w e rfu l sy m b o ls  
o f  g o o d  fo r tu n e  a n d  su c c e s s .

S om e  a n im a ls  c a r ry  s tr o n g ly  g e n d ered  m e an in g s : 
th e  Y ear o f  the  T ig e r  is  w id e ly  s e e n  a s  a g o o d  y e a r  
fo r  m a le  b ir th s ,  b u t f e m a le  tig e r s  a rc  s te re o ty p e d  
a s  o v e r ly  a g g re s s iv e .  In K o re a , th e  Y ea r o f  the  
H o rse  is  s im ila r ly  p e rc e iv e d  a s  a  b a d  tim e  fo r  g ir ls  
to  b e  b o rn .

C o n v e rs e ly , th e  Y ear o f  th e  R a b b it is  se en  a s  a 
b e t te r  y e a r  fo r  g i r l s  b e c a u se  th e  r a b b i t 's  q u a l i t i e s  
o f  k in d n e s s ,  e m p a th y  a n d  p a t ie n c e  a rc  s tc r e o ty p i-  
c a l ly  f e m in in e  v ir tu e s .  M o re o v e r, rab b its  h av e  be en  
a s s o c i a te d  w ith  m a le  h o m o s e x u a l i ty  s in c e  th e  18th

c e n tu ry , a n d  th e  w o rd  '‘r a b b i t ,” tu z i in  M a n d a r in , is  
a  s lu r  fo r  m a le  se x  w o rk e rs .  T he s tig m a  s u r ro u n d in g  
h o m o s e x u a l i ty  in  C h in e s e  c u l tu r e s  m e a n s  th a t ,  fo r 
som e  p e o p le , h a v in g  a boy  in  th e  Y ear o f  th e  R a b ­
b it w o u ld  b e  le s s  id e a l.  H o w ev e r, so m e  m e m b e rs  
o f  C h in e se  L G B T Q +  c o m m u n itie s  a re  r e je c t in g  th is  
s tig m a  by  re c la im in g  th e  R a b b it G o d  a s  a p a tro n  
d e ity .

T h e  R a b b it G o d  is  n o t a lw a y s  u n d e rs to o d  as a god  
o f  m a le  sa m e -se x  lo v e . H e c a n  a ls o  be  a s y m b o l o f  
lo n g e v ity . C h in e s e  lo re  h o ld s  th a t a ra b b it  a nd  toad  
o n  th e  M oon  w o rk  w ith  th e  m oon  g o d d e s s  C h a n g 'c  
to  r e f in e  th e  e l ix i r  o f  im m o rta li ty .

C e le b r a t i n g  Ih e  Y e a r  o f  th e  R a b b it
T he Y ear o f  th e  R a b b it w ill  fe a tu re  r a b b it d e c o r a ­

tio n s . r a b b it - th c m c d  m a rk e t in g , a n d  an  a b u n d a n c e  
o f  n e w  pet r a b b it s .  H o w e v e r, th e  c e le b ra t io n  w ill 
rem a in  the  s a m e  as in  o th e r  y e a r s .

C h in e se  L u n ar N ew  Y ear c e le b ra t io n s  e m p h a s iz e  
f a m i ly  to g e th e r n e s s  a s  w e ll a s  g o o d  lu c k  a n d  p r o s ­
p e rity  fo r th e  c o m in g  y e a r . In  C h in a , th e  L u n ar  N ew  
Y ear m a rk s  th e  w o r ld 's  la rg e s t a n n u a l h um an  m ig ra ­
tio n , a s  p e o p le  w h o  w o rk  in b ig  c i t ie s  t r a v e l  h om e  
to  s e e  th e i r  f a m i l ie s  fo r  th e  tw o -w e e k  h o lid a y .

T h e  n e w  y e a r  o f f i c ia l ly  u s h e r s  in  th e  s p r in g ,  
so  it  is  a ls o  c a l le d  S p r in g  F e s t iv a l ,  o r  C h u n j ie  in 
M a n d a r in . To s ta r t  th e  N ew  Y ear o n  th e  r ig h t  fo o t, 
p e o p le  g e t  h a i rc u ts ,  c le a n  th e i r  h o u se s  a n d  w ea r 
ne w  c lo th e s .  T h e s e  n e w  c lo th e s ,  l ik e  m o s t N ew  
Y e a r’s d e c o r a t io n s ,  a rc  red . w h ic h  s y m b o l iz e s  g o o d  
f o rtu n e .

N ew  Y ear's  fo o d s  a lso  a im  to  b r in g  g o o d  fo rtu n e . 
A m o n g  ihe  d is h e s  c o m m o n ly  e a te n  a t  N ew  Y e a r 's  
a rc  f ish ,  b e c a u s e  in  M a n d a r in  ‘‘h a v in g  f i s h .” you  
yu , is  a h o m o p h o n e  for “ h a v in g  a s u r p lu s .”  E a t­
in g  a d e s se r t o f  g lu t in o u s  r ic e  b a l ls  in  sw e e t so u p , 
k n o w n  «.s ta n g y u a n , r e p r e s e n ts  th e  f a m i ly  b e in g  
c o m p le te ,  b e c a u se  th e  w o rd  fo r  ro u n d , y u a n , a lso  
m e an s  ‘‘c o m p le te ."

F a m ily  is  th e  fo c u s  o f  N ew  Y ear c e le b ra t io n s ,  
w h ic h  t r a d i t io n a l ly  ta k e  p la c e  in  th e  h o m e  o f  th e  
h u s b a n d 's  f a m i ly . A d u lts  g e n e r a l l y  g iv e  g i f t s  o f  
m o n e y  it» re d  e n v e lo p e s  to  y o u n g e r  r e la t iv e s  w h o  
a rc  s t i l l  in s c h o o l. O n th e  sc co n d  o r th ird  d a y  o f  th e  
n e w  y e ar, f a m i l ie s  o f te n  tr a v e l to  th e  w if e 's  fam ily  
h o m e  to  s e c  th e  in - la w s .

T h e  L an te rn  F e s t iv a l ,  Y u an x iao  j i c ,  w ra p s  up  th e  
f e s t iv i t ie s  tw o  w e e k s  a f te r  th e  N ew  Y ear b e g in s  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  fu ll m o o n  o f  th e  y e ar. A s th e  na m e  
su g g e s ts , p e o p le  c e le b ra te  w ith  d e c o ra te d  la n te r n s , 
w h ic h  or'ten h a v e  r id d le s  a tta c h e d .

In a d d i t io n  to  g u e s s in g  th e  a n s w e r s  to  th e s e  
r id d le s ,  peo p le  c e le b ra te  by  e a tin g  ta n g y u a n  o r  s im i­
la r  round  d u m p lin g s  c a l le d  y u a n x ia o , a n d  w a tc h in g  
d ra g o n  and  lio n  d a n c e s .

T h e  g o b a l A sia n  d ia sp o ra  m e a n s  th a t L u n a r  N ew  
Y ear is  now  c e le b ra te d  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld , in c lu d in g  
in  th e  L n itc d  S t a te s .  C h in e s e  A m e ric a n . K o re a n  
A m e ric a n , a n d  V ie tn a m e se  A m e ric a n  c o m m u n it ie s  
w il l  m ark th e  b e g in n in g  o f  the  L u n a r  N ew  Y ear w ith  
a v a rie ty  o f  c e le b ra t io n s ,  so m e  w e lc o m in g  th e  Y ear 
o f  th e  R jb b i t  a n d  o th e rs  w e lc o m in g  th e  Y ear o f  th e  
C a t. (T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘Star - Gazing’
By Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, JANUARY 22, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’
New moon on your solar rt«j-n chart and it wi give amaang resufts You wB 
beccme very save and wl finish your job with ease. Your coleagues will 
also give you fut support and cooptation You Wl suddenly get promcftcn 
in ycur jcto. Ybu win aso take a n a p  deoswi to e«pand your business h 
partnership or aflaboaftcn Your franco! pos*oi is ying to be j» d  You 
wfl also get money from somewhere The favorable pi*»m«rt of planets 
increases the benefit* and your tame ** also increase. You wll work very 
hard You wll also kxx a f it  your lamly elders wet Even your health is go­
ing to be wonderful. Yju wl t o e  a pleasant retaaenshp w<fi your spcuss1 
partner You wll be haringplans to go on a Short trip with your famtfy «or fun 
and relaxation. You wil enjoy fuly

‘This week for you'
Aries : (March 21 - April 20)

It wfl be a perfect woe* tor you You wi be busy performing 
good rd  noble dwds Your self corftence wfl also be high 
You have no sfxrtage of money. You wfl tuy new items 
lor yojf hewse how nee* You wil also plan lo tafce up a 
new jib You Wl also plan lor expanding your business. Your 
healtf wil reman por«M You wfl ben the best frame of your 
mind. Ava lab Ky o< things wfl bong happiness h your We and 
you wi feel a tot mere secure Your tme wll also be spent in 
entersrmeni and tun mod actwibes 

Taurus : (April 21 • May 21)
Thejcbthatyouhaveonyourhanlswigetcompleted You 
w l  also p<an for your fufcre *  advance You w il dowel n 

/• your ptvbusiness You w l see opportirrties tor earning the 
mone< that has boen struck for sometime You wfl get lot of 

Y ^ H fe r  moneary benefits Alyourpendngtaskswflalsogetfnished 
j t  wthmnotime. Youwi also Heel more acave than usual Ycu

w l abo take your work more serbusty than ever before Ycu 
w l erjoy blss and joy in your romance life. Your partner w l 
iiove iibe feo&ys fcwai* you 3tudentt wl pwSjrm *«il in 
exams You wfl buy new vehicle. You w l  ateo plan renova- 
fen o' your house 

Gomini : (May 22 ■ Juno 21)
You v i be Iked, to.ed and mxh adrrired by one and all 
Your jen3e and refined behavior wi aeract pectfe tow) ids 

« ,  ycu 'fouwflalsobeusngyourccnrounfcatonsklislothe 
best d your advantage Youwliatsobeabloiogetyourwork 

J l l .  done with ease You wl also oat monetary benefits Your 
businsss wl also prosper ard flourish. Ycur professcnal 
ac6v<« wi be on higher side. You wfl reach <say heights 
in yoa career You wi buy an expense fiem for your touse 
A resjfous fuxSon wi take place at your house Your «Jders 
wl hive affection towards you.

Cancor: (Juno 22 • July 22)
it is gang to be a wonderful wee*. You wfl have gans in bvsi- 
ness.'protesston You wll aiso do ycur to perfecton Youwi 
wxk lard to earn money You wd sofce a matter invoking your 
wlatr^s.Youwiaisoatiendamarnagefuncton Your potentials, 
tatenti and capabtKy wl be highkgJted m front of everyone. 
Peopte wfl be impressed by your sWfc Your commrication 
skils wil be second to rcna. Peace and harmony wll preval 
in tarrly reasons Famiy members wll give tot c1 respect to 
eachxher Youwi har.e emotions for your life partner. There 
wl be atmosphere of happiness and py all around.

Loo : (July 23 • Aigust 23)
You have rrcnetary gans Ycu wi also be strong on the 
financial front An important wcrk relating to ycur property wl 
get dene You wi be nvdved in buying and se&ng activees 
You wl also take a ban for getting your projects completed. 
Yourenemieswligetdeteaced. Due to ycur good nature, friend! y 
behaw andkndness even your opponentswi be yourfriends 
You wi also carryout your respcnsixlties towards the sooecy 
brioitiy Your work wi get corrsJetod with ease and smoothly 
Love xds wi have a wonderful time. Y 

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22)
Youwl be we’ocmod with success n ycur buvnessprofes- 
non you wfl also take important and strong deosonsh your 
buurvss. You wfl earn wel YouwHalsogetnewjobbusmess 
offers You wi also receive mcney that w » struck Talks of 

| t /  mamage tor urmamed people will be gong cn. Your tarmy 
wil b* your top priority You wfl do ycur job to perfection 

/§ C S  Love nates wl have a w>nder1ui tme. You wi be exosed 
and energefc h the mawrs ol personal relationships You

V

wfl xheve sixcess in ycur prqects Studerts wll do well In 
ejams.Wer.iew, Your to/edones wil supportyou Auspoous 
functions wl take place at ycur house. Yoi wll also get a 
salary hfre or prorroaon in your job 

Libra : (September 23 • October 23)
Your business wfl show rrprovement Yourtmewfl be spent 
in ftjn and enjoyment You wfl spend qualtr wne with your 
famiy You wil Share wonderful bonding wih your spouse 
Elders wll be aflectenase scwards you anc wl bless you. 
You wfl enjoy a wcnJerW romartc 6te Youwl also propose 
to somecne. Your government related wcrk wfl also get 
cfcno You wl run your homo wel You wi give importance 
to financial matters and projects You wil »iso make new 
cortacts with new pecpte tfose who are « partnersh >p busi­
ness wfl cam tot of profits The reasons b«wcen fusband 
andwifewilbeccrdtal 

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22)
You wil remain busy in your tusm«srpcofe»on You wil as­
sociate with people who slands on same wavelength as ycu are 
You wilhaveexc«swcrkonyour hand butitvfl get com pieted 
You wll get fut support d  your spouse, family and friends You 
wfl ta .e  noslxrtageof money Youwi care about your fnend. 
tamfy membors anj wel wishers You wi ato makeeJcrts »  
improve your lie style and wi buy expensive r.ems. 'fou wil 
take some important and tough decisions ii tusmess Some 
pleasant news than you wl recer<e wi make you happy Keep 
itong your r«gJar exercise and walking to k(epyeusel!l* and 
fine

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21)
You wil take important (fcesens in your wo* and tusmess. 
You wll receive money regularly Your busmws wll gr#e you 
good returns You wl also reman busy n yojr work. You wll 
get cooperation from your colleagues. You y»* complete your 
bsx n a peaoefm way. you w*i aeo gw  a thai snape »  me
tuftjrepn • - ‘ -----------------------  ~ .....
stayean 
He partner:
r*ed notinjerforenthemattersoi others Ackievements. aim 
and hopes wtich were a dream wll now be ’eataed 

Capricorn : (Dcccmbor 22 - January 20)
You wlldo ycur job wel. Even the results ttetyouget wll be 
sa tss/actoiy Your financial struggles wl I corre to an end. You 
wfl try io expand your social contacts Youwilspondiavisrty 

^ c n  your purchase d  new items. There are chances ol you 
receding you struck mcney back. You wfl « cn catohng 
every opportunity (rom your financial point # we* You wll 

'  '  arroid arguments with your senors Scmoonj may try to get 
success You wi out** everyone wih your courage, wfl 
pcwer and determination. You wll get success m political 
matters Your seraxs wll be happy with your work You wll 
also bring scms new style into your job.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)
Your earrings wll increase You wl also explore additional 
soloes of income Your standard of Wing wfl also rise You 
wfl buy luxurious fiems fcr yoa house hold «ms You wfl Euy 
something acconJng to Ihe wishes of your tjmly membors 
Your fnanoal condtion wl be better and you wi be well off 
You wil take seme vital deepens in your txsness or job anj 
dealwih your tasks seriously Your ties wih femlymerrbecs wll 
remain ccrdial You wfl get support frcmyoir famiy members 
Husband and wSe wil share wonderful bowling You wil be 
sucoessfd in love affairs. Ybur enemies andopponents wll be 
active bat you w ik w  an eye on iheiractiitjes The time is 
favorable tor you and wi yield you many revards.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20)
You wfl meet one ol your old fnends. You vll be happy and 
wfl remember g>od old days and events. A »sfcve inodence 
wfl take place m your Ke. Your earmngs wfl also be good You 
wfl get a chance of gang to meesngs and conferences Your 
influence in sccety wi increase. Youwi! get a 9»d news via 
post or mobile. Ycu wi have mertal peace You wfl be busy 
m wcrk related to cMdren There are chano*s ot your cWdren 
oettha enoaqed There are chances of oecnq anew pb offer 
all of a sutfJen. The works that you have envsaged wil get 
done cn time. Those connected to business wll get benefts

10 amazing facts about 
Indian Railways

G r o w in g  u p  in  I n d ia ,  a lm o s t  e v e r y o n e  has 
had  th e  p le a s u re  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  on  a tr a in  a l 
le a s t o n c e  in  th e i r  l i f e t im e . W h e th e r  i t 's  the  

s c e n ic  v ie w s  o f  th e  fo re s ts ,  f ie ld s ,  la k e s , s e a s ,  o r  
m o u n ta in s , th e re 's  p le n ty  lo  w itn e s s  fo r  a c o m m u te r  
tra v e l l in g  v ia  In d ian  R a ilw a y s . T h e  In d ian  R a ilw a y  
tr a n s p o r t  s y s te m  is  t ru ly  h is to r ic  a n d  fa s c in a t in g  in  
a ll  i t s  a s p e c ts  a n d  a h e a d  o f  th e  jo y o u s  o c c a s io n  o f  
N a t io n a l T o u r ism  D ay , D in c sh  K u m a r  K o th a , C o - 
fo u n d e r  a n d  C E O  o f  C 'o n firm tk t s h a re s  te n  a m a z in g  
fa c ts  a b o u t it  th a t  y o u  p ro b a b ly  m ig h t n o t kn o w :

A R ich  1 6 9 -Y e a r-O ld  H e r i ta g e :  In d ia  h a s  a v e ry  
r ic h  h e r i ta g e  w hen  it  c o m e s  to  i ts  r a i lw a y  n e tw o rk  
a n d  ho w  it c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e . T h e  in c e p tio n  o f  
In d ian  R a ilw a y s  to o k  p la c e  lo n g  b a ck  o n  A p ri l  16, 
1853 . w h en  i ts  f ir s t  p a s s e n g e r  tr a in  c o v e r e d  the  
d is ta n c e  o f  34 k i lo m e tr e s  b e tw e e n  M u m b a i's  B o ri 
B a n d ar  to  T h a n e . T he tr a in , w h ic h  h a d  a ro u n d  30 
w a g o n s , w as  o p e r a te d  by 
th r e e  l o c o m o t iv e s  n a m e d  
S a h ib . S u l ta n , a n d . S in d h .

W o r ld 's  H ig h e s t  R a ilw a y  
B r i d g e :  I n d ia  h o ld s  th e  
w o r l d 's  h i g h e s t  r a i l w a y  
b r id g e  c a l l e d  th e  C h c n -  
a b  R a il B r id g e  in  D h a ro t.
Ja m m u , a n d  K ash m ir . I t is  
a  s te e l  a n d  c o n c r e te  a rc h  
b r i d g e  o v e r  th e  C h c n a b  
r iv e r ,  w h ic h  c o n n e c ts  th e  
B a k k a l  a n d  K a u r i  in  th e  
R eas i d is t r ic t  o f  J a m m u  and  
K ash m ir. T h e  b r id g e , w h ic h  re s t s  a t  an e le v a t io n  o f  
1178  fe e t f ro m  th e  r iv e r ,  w as  fu l ly  c o m p le te d  a n d  
w as  in a u g u ra te d  in  A u g u s t 2 0 2 2 .

W o r ld 's  L o n g e s t  P l a t f o r m :  In d ia  a ls o  p o s s e s s e s  
th e  w o rld 's  lo n g e s t p la tfo rm  a t th e  G o ra k h p u r  R a il­
w ay  S ta tio n  in  i t s  n o r th e rn  U tta r  P ra d e sh  s ta te .  T h e  
p la tfo rm  m e a su re s  a ro u n d  1 .366  m e tre s  in  le n g th , 
h o w e v e r, it is  r e p o r te d  th a t th e  t i t l e  w ill  so o n  be 
t r a n s fe rr e d  to  H u b li Ju n c t io n  R a ilw a y  S ta t io n  in 
K a rn a ta k a , w ith  th e  p la tfo rm  e s t im a te d  to  b e  1 ,505  
m e tre s  in  le n g th .

U N E S C O  W o rld  H e r i ta g e  S i te s :  O n e  th in g  tha t 
m ay  s u r p r i s e  y o u  is  th a t In d ian  R a ilw a y s  a c tu a l ly  
o w n s  f o u r  U N E S C O - re c o g n i s e d  w o rld  h e r i t a g e  
s i te s ,  a n d  it  m a y  h a v e  tw o  m o re  in  th e  fu tu re .  C u r ­
re n tly , it p o s s e s s e s  D a r je e l in g  H im a la y a n  R a ilw a y , 
C h h a t r a p a t i  S h iv a j i  T e r m in u s ,  M u m b a i .  N ilg i r i  
M o u n ta in  R a ilw a y , a n d  K a lk a  S h im la  R a ilw a y . 
T h e  tw o  new  U N E S C O  H e r ita g e  s i t e s  th a t  c o u ld  
h«* in  th«* f u l l in ' .  :ir«» K :<n<>r» V a l lry  R a ilw a y
a n d  M a th c ra n  L ig h t R a ilw ay .

T h e  D ia m o n d  C r o s s in g  In  N a g p u r :  O n e  o f  th e

s p c c ta c t la r  s ig h ts  in  Ind ia  is  th e  D ia m o n d  C ro s s in g  
in N ag p u r . M a h a ra s h t ra .  N am ed  by  In d ia n  R a il­
w ay s i ts e lf ,  th e  D ia m o n d  C r o s s in g  h a s  tw o  ra ilw a y  
tr a c k s , g o ing  to w a rd s  N o rth -S o u th , a nd  a n o th e r  tw o  
lin e s ,  g c in g  to w a rd s  E a s t-W e s t, th a t e n d  up m a k in g  
a sq u a re -l ik e  D ia m o n d  sh a p e .

I n d ia 's  O ld e s t & M a je s t ic  l .o c o m o tiv c :  T h e  Ind ian  
R a ilw a y s s t i l l  h a v e  a fu l ly  fu n c t io n a l  lo c o m o tiv e  
c a lle d  the  F a iry  Q u e e n . T h e  m a je s tic  lo c o m o tiv e , 
w h ic h  w orks w ith  a s te am  e n g in e , ru n s  a s  a to u r is t  
tra in  b e tw e e n  D elh i to  A lw ar . B u i l t - in  1885 , th e  
tra in  re ti re d  ba ck  in 1909 , b e fo re  b e in g  r e la u n c h e d  
in 1997 , a n d  p r e s e n tly  t r a v e ls  a t  a s p e e d  o f  4 0 k m / 
hour.

L u x u n  T r a in  R id e s :  In d ia  is  a c o u n try  th a t p r id e s  
i t s e l f  d ue  to  i ts  t r a d i t io n s  a n d  r ic h  h e r i ta g e . T h e  
fa c t t r a n s la te s  to  i ts  t r a in s  a s  w e l l ,  w ith  th e  I n d ia n  

r a ilw a y s  h a v in g  som e  re a lly  
lu x u ry  tr a in s .  T he r a i lw a y s  
o w n  5 s u p e r - lu x u r v  ro y a l  
t r a in s  lik e  th e  R o y a l R a ja s ­
th a n  on  W h e e ls , T h e  G o ld e n  
C h a r io t,  T h e  M a h a ra ja s ' E x ­
p r e s s ,  T h e  D e c c a n  O d y sse y , 
a nd  P a la c e  on  W h e e ls . T h e  
ta r i f f  o f  son ic  o f  th e se  t r a in s  
d o e s n 't  c o m e  c h e a p  a t  a l l .

T h e  L o n g e s t  & S h o r t e s t  
T r a in  R id e  In  I n d i a :  T he
lo n g e s t  t r a in  r id e  in  In d ia  
is  f ro m  K a n y a k u m a ri to  D i- 

b ru g a rh  w ith  V ivck  E x p re s s ,  w h ic h  c o v e r s  a ro u n d  
4 .1 8 9  k ilo m e tre s .  T h e re  a re  a ro u n d  56  s to p s  a lo n g  
th e  w a y  w ith  th e  to ta l  d u r a t i o n  o f  th e  r id e  b e in g  
82 hour>  a n d  30  m in u te s .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  
sh o r te s t  t r a in  r id e  is  a m e re  3 - k i lo m c tr e  tr a in  r id e  
from  N a g p u r  to  A jn i.

T h e  S to ry  B e h in d  T h e  M a s c o t  O f  I n d ia n  R a i l ­
w a y s : D id y o u  kn o w  th a t  a n im a ls  lik e  e le p h a n ts  
w e re  a c tu a l ly  u se d  to  p o s i t io n  th e  r a il  c a r tr id g e s  
a t th e  tim e  th e  ra il t r a c k s  w e re  b e in g  la id ?  It is  no 
c o in c id c n cc  th a t th e  o f f ic ia l  m a sco t fo r In d ian  R a il­
w ay s is  an e le p h a n t .  N am ed  B h o lu , th e  m a sc o t is  a 
jo v ia l  w h ite  e le p h a n t  d r e s s e d  a s  a  r a i lw a y  g u a rd .

I n d i a 's  L o n g e s t  R a il T u n n e l :  In d ia 's  lo n g e s t tu n ­
n e l,  e s t im a te d  to  be 11 .25  k i lo m e tr e s  in  le n g th , 
is  lo e a te d  in  th e  P i rP ra n ja l  r a n g e  o f  th e  m id d le  
H im a lay a s  in  Ja m m u  K ash m ir . T h e  tu n n e l is  p a rt 
o f  the  Ja m m u - B a ra m u lla  r a ilw a y  lin e  a n d  is  o n e  
s p e c ta c u la r  e n g in e e r in g  m a rv e l th a t  n e e d s  to  be  
< m il ( tA  h lS life )

( .X u tio n - jl T o u r ism  D a y  is  c e le b r a te d  a n n u a l ly  o n  
J a n u a r y  2 5 )
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Cleanliness and 
Khasi-Pnar Society

“ The real and lasting victories are 
those o f peace, and not o f  war. ”

— R alp h  W ald o  E m erso n

______ The Shillong Times_______
Vol Norl.XV No. 1(2 MIII.I.ONG,.MONDAY. JANUARY 2.V I02.t

Pakistan as paradox
YEARS ago. Pakistan was rightly defined by 
author Chrislophe Jaffrclot as a  paradox. Pro­
claimed as mi Islamic Republic in 1956, some 
10 years after it won Independence alongside 
India. Pakistan is in turmoil. Its economy has 
collapsed, social tensions have heightened and 
its future remains unpredictable. Its collapse, 
sooner o r later, is a  strong possibility  with 
grave implications to India and others in the 
neighbourhood. Jaffrclot had linked the cause 
o f  reigning instability in Pakistan to three con­
tradictions -  the “tension between the unitary 
identity ofstetc versus ethnic identity o f  regions, 
the complex relationship between civilian politi­
cians and military institutions, and the role o f 
Islam in the governance o f  Pakistan.”

Punjabis, Sindhis, Pashtuns and M uhajirs 
are among the prominent ethno-linguist groups 
there. Punjabis like the Sharifs and Sindhis like 
the Bhuttos ran Pakistan in iterations while the 
military the other times either directly or from 
behind. The Muhajirs, com prising largely o f  
immigrants from India and the Pashtuns whose 
ancestry is linked to Afghanistan arc largely 
sidelined. Ths conflict o f  interests between these 
segments causes the main social wedge even as 
all these arc die-hard Muslims. The Sunni-Shia 
conflict is another cause o f  strain. Add to this 
the huge coriuption at the political and military 
levels and the loot being clandestinely shipped 
abroad for decades. This was similar to what was 
witnessed in India during the UPA periods. The 
Modi government has sought to apply brakes to 
it. In the free-for-all. with the military constantly 
undercutting democracy and the governments 
tottering and failing to com plete their terms 
and ousted by machinations, the hapless nation 
is at the edge o f  a precipice. A part o f  Pakistan 
close to Afghanistan is irrevocably under the 
full control o f  terrorists. Separatist movements 
are gaining steam in Gilgit Baltistan and Bal- 
ochistan while, curiously, strong pro-India senti­
ments are evident in the ‘Azad Kashmir’region. 
Islamabad blaming India for encouraging such 
tendencies evokes guffaws o f  laughter.

Faced with extreme odds. Pakistan has slowed 
down its play o f  m ischief on the Indian side o f 
Kashmir — after strong steps by the Modi gov­
ernment like the abrogation o f  Article 370 end­
ing the special status for Jammu and Kashmir in 
August, 2019. The surgical strikes followed by 
the zooming in o f  1AF jets into Pakistan close 
to the military headquarters in Rawalpindi in 
February 2019 -  after the Pulwama terror attack
— not only silenced but also shamed Pakistan's 
military brass. The tone and tenor o f  prime min­
ister Shehbay Sharif’s urgings to the UAE rulers 
during his visit there as also to Saudi Arabia 
seeking emergency financial support arc proof 
o f  Pakistan's sad plight.
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Indigenous communities 
a rc  by  trad ition  hygienic. 
They keep the surroundings 
clean because they believe 
that nature is sacred. But it 
is rather heart-rending that 
w ith tim e ou r h ills w hich 
w ere once green and clean 
a re  g radua lly  losing the ir 
fame and shine. The reason is 
w c have mercilessly littered 
our front yards and backyard, 
and garbage has accumulated 
in our villages, tow ns, and 
cities. It is rather unbecom­
ing for indigenous people to 
m istreat M other N ature by 
littering a ll over the place. 
The most important reason 
for this changc o f  heart and 
change o f  mind amongst the 
tribal people is because they 
have distanced  them selves 
from  na tu re  a nd  wc have 
forgo tten  ou r cu ltu re  and 
tradition.

People w ere able to main­
tain cleanliness in the past 
bccause they lived a simple 
life that is also elose to na­
tu re . Ihe  trad itio n a l way 
o f  life  o f  the ind igenous 
in v o lv e s  g e n e ra tin g  very 
less waste. Even the waste 
produced is biodegradable 
and has no negative impact 
on nature. N on-perishable 
waste as wc know it today 
like plastics originated very 
reccntly. Forty o r fifty years 
ago . a lm ost a ll the w aste 
generated w as biodegradable, 
but everything changed oncc 
plastic came into the picture. 
Ihe  main factor that contrib­
uted to having dirty villages 
and towns is the lack o f  civic 
sense as people arc careless 
and they dum p their waste 
anywhere.

K itchcn g a rden  and 
n a tu ra l com posting 

In the past, it was a tradi­
tion that every house in the 
village also had a kitchcn gar­
den. Farmers not only plant 
many fruits and vegetables 
in the garden, but they also 
have a composting unit in the 
garden. G arden has a natural 
com posting unit that helps 
conv ert waste to compost and 
at the same time helps people 
do away with the ir  waste. 
This ancicnt natural compost­
ing unit has been practiced 
by our ancestors sincc time 
im m em oria l. T h is  sim ple 
act was the main reason why 
com m unities w ere able to 
keep their villages clean in 
the past, a lso  becausc the 
waste that people generated 
w as mostly biodegradable. 
The other reason is also that 
in the past people did not gen­
erate as much waste as they 
do now for many reasons. 

E nvironm ent-friendly 
packaging 

In the past packaging was 
o n ly  done  by u sin g  su s­
ta in ab le  w rap p ers  w hich  
d ecom posed  e asily  so  we

By H H Mohrmen

Forty or fifty years ago, almost all the 
waste generated was biodegradable, but 
everything changed once plastic came 
into the picture. The main factor that 

contributed to having dirty villages and 
towns is the lack o f civic sense as people 
are careless and they dump their waste 

anywhere.
place to another. There was 
a specia l basket tha t w as 
used  for putting eggs that 
were specially made, so that 
eggs do not break when they 
arc carried frcm one place to 
another. The other common 
item that people used to cany  
commodities from the mar­
kets is  "pla Tiw/muna jun"  
which is mad: o f  cloth. All 
these items used then were 
m ade from  b iodegradable  
products which did not cre­
ate waste. No.v w c pack ev­
erything in plastics and foils 
and other non-biodcgradablc 
items which will end up in 
the bin and ccnlributc to  the 
mounting o f  garbage in the 
landfills.

B iodegradable utensils
The o the r fac tor w hich 

helps in making the  place 
clean is also becausc o f  the 
kind o f  utensils people use 
those days. Apart from bas­
kets, the other utensils that 
people used were made from 
natural items like bamboo, 
wood, and stcncs which arc 
also easily dcgradablc. For 
grinding, people used stones 
and  w ood which a rc  b io ­
de g ra d ab le . M uch o f  the  
u te n s ils  tha t peo p le  used 
then w ere made from b io ­
degradable  products. Now 
for the sake o f conv enience, 
w e switch to plastic utensils 
which are the main cause o f

litter our surroundings. The 
so lu tion  to the problem  is 
to cat local food which docs 
not need extra wrapping and 
m inim i/e  the generation o f  
plastic waste in the state. O f 
course, it is healthy too.
T he th row aw ay/disposable 

o r  single-use cu ltu re  
The m a jo r c o n trib u to r  

to  the w aste p roblem  that 
the world is facing now arc 
the disposable cups, plates, 
cutleries, o r single-use items 
promoted by the service pro­
viders. These items which wc 
so  proudly call throwaway 
utensils are not only a waste 
o f  resources, but the problem 
is. they also contribute to the 
acu te  w aste p roblem . The 
th row aw ay  o r d isp o sa b le  
eulture which was o f  a very 
rcccnt origin has contributed 
to the waste tin t wc dump in 
the garbage bin which later 
ends up in the landfill. The 
disposab le  item s a rc  used 
for convenience's  sake and 
maybe to somehow cut the 
cost so  there's no need to en­
gage dishwashers anymore. 
But th is has bccom c very 
costly for the future genera­
tion because, in the long run. 
it is them who have to deal 
with these single-use items 
that end up in landfill.

M ind my backyard  
The tendency  am ongst 

people now is to mind their

M onopoly helps G oogle India

Earnings up by 
Rs 64 bn a year

By Shivaji Sarkar

Roads to 
a better 

tom orrow
Editor.
The health  o f  Shillong 

town is deteriorating day by 
day and the cvcr-incrcasing 
num bcrof vchicks being one 
o f  the main causcs. Firstly, 
what makes the government 
continue to allo.v more and 
more vehicles o i the roads? 
The same narrow roads have 
existed for ages: hardly a few 
o f  them have been widened. 
The stilling jams, the regular 
sights in the city are also the 
prime cause o f  the slow pace 
o f  economic development. 
M oreover, how cou ld  w c 
cxpcct efficiency from this 
sluggish traffic?

Wc can draw an analogy 
between the network o f  road 
communication and our food 
pipe o r alimentary canal. Wc 
must eat the “ right amount" 
o f  food every day. What will 
happen if  wc cai indiscrimi­
nately and excessively? Wc 
w ill have indigestion and 
vom iting. This way, i f  wc 
continue consuming heavy 
food for a longer period, wc 
will develop dyspepsia and 
ulccr, aficcting our overall 
health.

Alm ost the same thing 
is happening w th  Shillong 
tow n. It is literally suffer­
ing from  traffic g astritis , 
including smoke pollution. 
It is not that people arc not 
raising this concern. People

have ye lled  and scream ed 
regularly. They have oficn 
written letters to this daily 
to draw the attention o f  the 
government. But very sadly, 
to  no avail!

In the town, it is estimated 
that about 60%  o f  vehicles 
arc parked at homes by their 
owners. The heavy blockade's 
that w c w itn e ss  regularly  
are due to 40%  o f  the total 
vehicles only. Just imagine 
what the situation will be 
with the traffic, in case all 
people with vehicles hit the 
roads at the same tim e on 
some emergency. The traffic 
will not move even an inch. 
Despite know ing this fact, 
peo p le  s ti ll  c h c rish  the ir  
dream s o f  buying  sw anky 
cars and rushing to  the motor 
showroom!

How long will Shillong- 
itcs have to  suffer due  to 
traffic snarls? Come on, wake 
up. At least now  when the 
election is at hand. Now only 
can we set out our terms and 
conditions with our aspirant 
MLAs. Now only will they 
intently listen to our griev­
ances. They need us today 
more than we needed them 
yesterday. Wc arc proud that 
the MLAs arc walking up to 
ou r draw ing  room s, some 
with largesse in hand. So. it 
is the right time to strike a 
bargain with them. Do not 
be contcnt by merely taking a 
sdfic. this will be a disservice 
to the state!

So, le t's  com e together 
and put reasonable pressure 
upon the rcspcctcd leaders

to include the traffic issues 
in their respective election 
manifestos. Com e what may. 
there should be a permanent 
solution. What is most impor­
tant is that the government 
sh o u ld  im m ed ia te ly  s top  
gran ting  fresh perm its for 
new vehicles for at least ten 
years. T he widening o f  roads 
and construction  o f  over- 
bridges /ropeways — wher­
ever viable: and compulsory 
use o f  school buses arc a few 
other points to  be included 
in  the public dem and list. 
This is a sane demand, not 
exploitation.

Indeed, smooth road com­
munication only makes way 
for swift economic growth. 
This will also give a boosl
lo  tourism , creating  m ore 
em ploym ent opportunities. 
Moreover, arc these not all 
that the aspirant leaders are 
p ro m isin g  us now ? T hen  
why the  h e s ita tio n ?  T his 
bargain is for the state; this 
bargain is in the larger inter­
est o f  the public. Each vote 
should be for the "sunshine 
o f  development", not just for 
a blanket.

Yours etc..
Salil Gcwali.

Shillong

M eghalaya  
Voters: Lessons 

from History
Editor,
Democratic principles and 

values arc under threat with

do not have the waste prob­
lem  wc have now . Broad 
leaves w hich include "sla- 
lamct" w erc nscd for pack­
ing o r w rapping d ifferen t 
foot! items. Sliced bamboo 
"th ri”  w as also a com m on 
item used to tie items people 
bough t from  the  m arke t. 
Sliced bamboo was even used 
to canry meat like pork and 
beef from the market. Wc arc 
also fortunate that “Sla lamct 
and bamboo arc easily avail­
able and the wo plants are 
so versatile that they can be 
planted and used for making 
different item*.

People then used big bas­
kets like  " s la n g , kriah or 
khoh" to carry the commodi­
tie s  that they bought from 
the market. Kriah. shang and 
khoh w ere ti c main item s 
tha t people  used to  carry  
their commodities from one

today's gcncraiion o f  unmind­
ful voters, heavily into free­
bies before the model code 
o f  conduct (MCC) stepped 
in. A glimpse into the past 
48 years, especially the last 
4 years would help voters a 
great deal in exercising their 
franchise w isdy so  that they 
don 't cry over spilt milk. In 
1975. President Fakhniddin 
Ali Ahmed em pow ered by 
Articic 352 or’ the Constitu­
tion o f  India declared emer­
gency  from  lunc  25 June 
1975 to March 21,1977.

T he c o n seq u e n ce  w as 
that the Congress Patty lost 
in the next elections but In­
dira repented to come back
lo pow er with a thum ping 
majority in 1980.

\xitcrs o f  V.cghalaya have 
witnessed the drama on coal 
mining sincc 2014 when the 
N G T banned m in ing  and 
transport o f  <oal though it 
was too little  too late. The 
MDA govt o f2019  declared 
32 lakh m etric tonnes o f  
coal hav ing  a lready  been 
mined sincc 2014. baffling 
the scientists and technocrats 
on w eights and m easures 
o f  w hat is a ta ll c laim  o f  
c o a l ba rons from  Ja in tia  
Hills. West Khasi H ills and 
Garo Hills! No one read be­
tween the lin<s that with 32 
lakh tonnes o f coal declared 
already  m ined, the higher 
cchelons in tie  MDA could 
continue  to  transport coal 
until l-'cbruary 27 2023.

The K san m ines. Krcm
lulc und Shulluns; saw  the
death o f  poor miners. Two

the waste problem.
O u r  food hab its 

have changed
People were able to main­

tain cleanliness in the past 
because they only ate fresh 
foods and not packed food. 
Fresh foods which arc pro­
duced locally do not have 
to  be packed  as p roducts 
that arc brought from distant 
placcs. Foods that arc being 
transported from far away, 
need to  be packed carefully, 
and using iocally-produccd 
food docs not have  to  be 
packed. This minimizes the 
generation o f  w aste which 
has becom e a m ajor prob­
lem  now adays. T he w aste 
problem  is bccause o f  our 
ea ting  hab its and  m ost o f  
th e  w aste  g e n era te d  w as 
from foils, sweet wrappers, 
and chips packcts. With the 
waste that we generate, wc

activ is ts  w ere th rashed  at 
W apung Skur in 2018 N o­
vember even while the MDA 
G ovt refused CBI enquiry 
into the matter. T he incessant 
pounding o f  the 12 and 16 
w heeled tracks have tortured 
the poor Bailey  B ridge o f  
Dwarksuid till it snapped into 
two. Sadly, no one questioned 
the National Highways Au­
thority  o f  India (N H A I)on 
how the three bridges front 
Dwarksuid to NEIGHRIMS 
bifurca tion  w ere executed  
by them, while leaving the 
Bailey bridge to  the mercy o f  
a private contractor. Is NHAI 
not aw are  that M eghalaya 
is  a bo rder s ta te  and  with 
China flexing its muscles, 
th is bridge  w ould ham per 
speedy movement o f  troops 
and other logistics should an 
emergency arise?

At th e  in te rv en tio n  o f  
the D eputy C M . Prcstonc 
Tynsong, the Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO) repaired 
the bridge which lasted till 
Novem ber 2022. The G ov­
ernment o f  India has in Par­
liam ent denied any illegal 
coal mining in Meghalaya. 
S c ie n tif ic  coal m in ing  is 
firmly resisted by coal barons 
as it is  unprofitable. Hence 
the illegal coal mining con­
tinues.

In fact, with the aim  o f  
h e lp in g  these  p r iv ile g e d  
few the C hief Minister even 
planned togrant rat hole m in­
ing in a thousand hectares o f  
land for just one entity. This
woutd have devastated the
environm ent beyond repair

backyard only. It is a  com ­
mon sight to  see beautiful 
and clean houses in  the lo­
cality. but the street o f  the 
same locality is littered with 
waste. Wc do not care  how 
the streets and lanes o f  the 
village and the towns are. as 
long as the surroundings o f  
our houses arc clean. Some 
people make so  much effort 
to  clean their houses and then 
dump the waste they collect 
from their houses on the street 
som etim es in  front o f  their 
own houses. Not only arc the 
streets littered but, they even 
turned their streams and riv­
ers into dumping placcs. It is 
indeed ironic that the commu­
nity that not only calls nature 
the ir mother but even held 
rivers in high esteem is turn­
ing their rivers into a garbage 
dumping area. This is the kind 
o f  mindset that wc have now 
becausc wc have lost touch 
with nature and are discon­
nected from our roots.

T he com m on good
The K hasi Pnar people 

have this saying which goes, 
“ka bhalang ka imlang sahl- 
ang" o r "ka bha ka miat uba 
bun balang ," w hich means 
tha t the  com m on good  o f  
all is what the H ynrkw  Trcp 
people hold in high esteem. 
This is not only a statement 
o f  belief o f  the Hynflcw Trcp 
people but it is, in  fact, the 
philosophy that governs their 
life and the way they live 
their day-to-day lives. I f  one 
looks around then one would 
see that everything they do is 
for the common good o f  all. 
but sadly that has changed 
now and people have bccomc 
selfish and think o f  their own 
interests only. The need o f  
the hour is also to help in­
culcate in the mind o f  every 
citi/en and young people in 
particular, the need to remind 
ourselves o f  this important 
tradition.
C om m unity clean ing  drive

O ne may argue that the 
communities today continue 
with the tradition o f  maintain­
ing ou r surroundings clean 
by o rgan iz ing  c lea n lin e ss  
drives now and then. This is 
true to some extent and the 
community in the form o f  a 
dorbar shnong o r other entity 
organizes itself to ensure the 
com m on good in  the com ­
munity. but the problem is the 
lack o f  consistency. Localities 
and villages may remain clean 
for a few days, but then waste 
starts to appear in the area. 
To m aintain cleanliness we 
need to  be consistent in our 
efforts so that we can make 
our villages and towns clcan 
all year round. The only way 
to make the state clcan again 
is for the people to go back 
to their roots and reconnect 
with nature.

and right now it is the hottest 
election issue in K hlichriat 
areas. Land transfer not be­
ing properly enacted by the 
Dallois and with the District 
Council in league with the 
coal mafia, things have just 
gone haywire. Tlte ones who 
suffer most as truckers who 
before 2014 had to pay road 
tax. pollution test to MSPCB 
ct al and have no option but to 
force themselves in between 
the trucks already identified 
digitally to the enforcement 
agencies till Jorabat where 
the M eghalaya ju risd ic tion  
ends.

Will Meghalaya coal leav­
ing aside CAA, fake M olls 
on contested borders, health 
care, roads, education, dome 
collapse, proposed casinos, 
rich and  poor divide  bring 
down the MDA?

It all depends on our vot­
ers  w ho hopefully  are not 
affec ted  by  A lzhcim crs o r 
dementia o r both. One doubt 
needs to  be cleared. No one 
can give a sermon to voters 
whether to betray the rough 
weather philanthropists a year 
before polls o r not. But voters 
need to think o f  the future 
generation and  o f  children 
yet unborn.

Yours etc.,
W. Passah
Nongkrem

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

Internet giants arc having 
fortunes in India for weak 
anti-trust or monopoly laws. 
G o o g le  a o n e  rep a tr ia te s  
Rs 64 billion o r  $79 lakh 
in 2021. la contrast M icro­
soft earned Rs 9475 crorc. 
The Competition Com m is­
sion o f  India (C C I) found 
G oogle has a m onopolistic 
anti-compctitivc policy edg­
ing out others in competition 
and slapped Rs 2274.2 crorc 
pe n a ltie s  in tw o separate  
cases. It moved the Supreme 
Court, which refused stay on 
one penalty payment o f  Rs 
1337.76 crorc for abusing 
tech giant's dominant posi­
tion in the A ndroid system 
and Play S ore policies. This 
has raised a glim m er o f  hope 
against c l'ccking the m al­
practices o f internet giants.

The \v-.(U'hdog CCI's order 
issued in Octobcr 2022, is 
indication o f how the country 
is being bled by tcch giants 
o f  b illions o r  m ore every  
year. It calls for a massive 
ove rhau l o f  the  c o m p e ti­
tion. mono|»olistic. restrictive 
trade praclices and related 
laws. India as it liberalised 
rep laced  the M RTPC A ct 
1969 with Com petition Act
2002 and implemented it in 
Septem ber2009.

A d d it io n a l  S o l ic i to r  
G e n e ra l N V cnka tram an  
and  sen ior a dvoca te  Mu- 
kul Rohatji. w ho appeared 
for a private company, OS 
Labs Technology, told the 
court that Google w as d is­
criminating against a "third 
w orld cou itry "  like India. 
The C C I’s landm ark order 
swoops down on the internet 
giant for virtually preventing 
a competitive atm osphere or 
hav ing monopolies for earn­
ing higher profits.

T he European Com m is­
sion  in  2020 to ld  G oogle  
to  pay Euro 8 b illion  for 
anti-trust breaches in three 
cases. In yet another case, 
the EC found that Google’s 
favouring o f  Google Shop­
ping had a negative impact 
on  consum ers and  innova­
tion. The Google has faced 
many such cases against it. 
including from the Microsoft 
since 2009.1ndia is learning 
from the EC ru lings. The 
U S Justice  D e p a rtm en t’s 
lawsuit, lik'd by the Tram p 
administralion, alleged that 
G oogle  violated an ti-trust 
law  in how it m a in ta ined  
dominance in search engines 
and advertising.

T h e  CCI o rder is only 
indicative o f the losses that 
the interne! giant’s activities 
caused to  the Indian users 
o f  the search engines. The 
practitioners find that it de­
nies them access to another 
system  and even d iscrim i­
nates ag ah st various other 
players like Yahoo o r other 
non-Google mailing systems 
even prevents joining various 
conference applications or 
registrations.

This apart, each o f  its ap­
plications demanding access 
to  critical personal contact 
and other details breach pH - 
vacy. personal safety and is 
hazardous. T he app rehen­
sions arc that such prospcctcd 
data boosts profits and incurs 
heavy losses to cach user.

Even otherwise the Tele­
communication Department 
can act to  prevent the irratio­
nal and  illegal dem ands o f  
the apps to access personal 
contac ts, photographs and 
sen sitiv e  docum ents . The 
CCI, in its O ctobcr 20 press 
release says that it examined 
various practices o f  Google 
licensing  o f  A ndro id  m o­
bile operating system  and 
various proprietary mobile 
applications o f  Google (e.g. 
Play S tore  G oogle Search, 
G oogle Chrome, YouTube, 
ctc.).

T h e  CC I fo u n d  th a t 
G oogle contravened provi­
sion o f  the Competition Act 
and perpetuated its dominant 
position in the online search 
market resulting in denial o f 
market access for competing 
search apps in contravention 
o f  See 4 (2 i(c) o f  the act pre­
venting a tu sc  o f  dominant 
position.

In real app lica tion  this

gives a company an advan­
tage and prevents benefits 
that could have accrued to 
other players. The CCI or­
der is a pointer to the need 
o f  stric ter implementation 
o f  the law to safeguard the 
in te rests  o f  th e  use rs . It 
wants Google to follow the 
sam e set o f  com pliance in 
Indian m arket a s  directed 
by European Com m ission 
(EC) in July 18 on a finding 
o f  dominance by G oogle in 
the Android ecosystem.

The company has faced 
many complaints in the EC. 
including Microsoft-backcd 
PR firm. Infederation (Foun- 
dem ) sincc  2009 . S ince  
2010, the European Union 
h a s  in v e s tig a te d  severa l 
antitrust complaints against 
Google alleging abuses o f  its 
dominant position in breach 
o f  the E U ’s com p etitio n  
laws - rela ting to G oogle 
shopping, the Android oper­
ating system and to Google 
AdScnsc.

T he apps. according to 
an online  G oogle answer, 
can rake in billions o f  dol­
lars cac h  y e a r  though  it 
c la im s tha t “ m a jo rity  o f  
apps don ’t m ake any sort 
o f  money at all". Each year 
Google earns Rs 64 billion 
from India. In 2018, it had 
the highest earnings o f  Rs 
94 b illion . In w orldw ide 
operations. Google in 2016 
earned S 19 billion - S 602 
per second, o r about S 3600 
a minute. In 2021. it earned 
$ 76 billion. The EC actions 
are to check aggressive and 
non-com petitive practiccs 
that may be paying it large 
dividends.

Each time Google faces 
such cases it seeks time for 
im plem entation o f  orders. 
It has done it in Europe and 
the US as well. Its lawyer 
A bhishek  M anu Singhvi 
sought 45 days from the Su­
preme Court to comply with 
its orders and to provide a 
choice screen for customers 
to allow  customers default 
search eng ine. H e sa id  it 
needed four months citing 
that even in F.uropc the com ­
pany was given nine months 
to implement it.

It means that despite the 
CCI order and stay refusal by 
the SC. the customers would 
have to w ait. The choice- 
based search-enginc system 
is not foolproof a s it would 
be offered only oncc at the 
time initial dev ice  se t up. 
as per Singhvi’s submission 
to the court. The customer 
apparently having chosen it 
oncc cannot changc it in fu­
ture. This would be  a severe 
restriction.

So. the Indian consumers 
in reality would not have a 
choice. Singhvi’s offer is a 
devious m ethod o f  denial. 
T his calls for a revamp o f  
the competition, IT and other 
laws for ensuring level play­
ing field and safeguards. The 
access to phone information 
like  incom e tax personal 
account number can wreak 
havoc w ith  any  p e rso n 's  
finances.

The companies arc also 
using the so-called updates 
to play with a person's per­
sonal computer functioning. 
Tlte ways to prevent such 
misuse o f  the system has to 
be incorporated in the laws. 
Since computer applications 
arc being extended to vari­
ous kinds o f  m achines and 
even cars, the violations by 
com pan ies a rc  becom ing  
(hazardous. Tesla is known to 
misuse to the extent o f  lock­
ing the car system s, it has 
sold to anyone. It unlocks the 
system after a heavy "user 
fee" extortion.

T h is  in te r fe re n c e  is  
against the b asics o f  any 
proprietary law. The misuses 
o f  the information technol­
ogy are wider than can be an­
ticipated. India must enact 
new anti-trust laws to ensure 
safer scarch-cnginc internet 
uses and related com puter 
safety. — IN FA

(T h e  w riter is  fo r m e r  
sen ior editor. The F inan­
cial Express and  Professor. 
In d ia n  In s titu te  o f  M ass  
Com m unication.)
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'“‘Exlreme inequality is no temporary blip.
It is hard-wired into our economies. **
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Dangers o f  O ver-tourism
THE word Ovsr-tourism was coined in 2016 by 
a writer at media com pany Skift. Over-tourism 
happens when the num ber o f tourists far exceeds 
the capacity of a place to sustain the ecosys­
tem. In the long run the destination becomes 
unsustainable. Also .when there are too many 
visitors especially to little hamlets which is what 
is attracting tourists to M eghalaya, the quality 
o f  life for the local com m unities can diminish; 
their early morning silence is broken by the ca­
cophony o f  visitors com ing at unearthly hours 
o f  4 am to watch the sunrise. The surrounding 
natural environment can be negatively affected, 
and the quality o f  the tourists' experience can 
decline. Also, the fact that there is as yet no 
robust garbage m anagem ent system  at these 
places is a huge worry.

The Government o f  M eghalaya takes pride 
in the num ber o f  footfalls touching M eghalaya 
which was lo ihe lime o f  15 lakhs in 2019. The 
pandem ic years saw  a decline but tourism has 
now picked up. For village tourism the G overn­
ment has decided to rely on local com m unities 
to develop their destinations while only playing 
the role o f  facilitator and helping com m unities 
to build toilets, viewpoints and hom cstays ctc. 
This is a gooc practice except for the fact that 
com m unities are largely untrained. Only a few 
people within the com m unity have the w here­
withal to interface with tourists. There are no 
clear guidelines for tourists on what they can and 
cannot do. Hence tourists adopt a  for free for all 
attitude. It is unfortunate that every tourist desti­
nation is littered with liquor bottles, plastic water 
bottles and more. These are eyesores for the 
tourists with aesthetic sense. Community tour­
ism dem ands that the com m unity take charge 
o f  the tourism in their village and they actively 
participate as stakeholders w ho earn either by 
producing local artefacts, selling food or run­
ning homcstays. Young people in that village 
can be trained to be qualified guides. In this a s­
pect the Institute for Hotel M anagement (IHM ) 
Shillong has been training different batches o f 
young people to m anage tourism in their vil­
lages. Perhaps the IHM needs to tap the youth 
from different tourist destinations. Community 
tourism puLs people (the entire com m unity) at 
the centre o f  decision-making so that tourism 
benefits the entire com m unity and not just a  few 
organisations.

Comm unity-based tourism  is a  contrast to 
large-scale tourism. Local people in general do 
not have enough inform ation, resources, and 
strength in solving various decisions. Often the 
locals are mere objects and are vulnerable to 
exploitation. Hence the State Government needs 
to step in to build the capacity o f  the com m uni­
ties where tourist have started flocking in hordes 
even before the communities arc prepared. Also, 
each community must decide w hether it actually 
wants to attract ‘tourists’ who com e to stay and 
spend m oney o r just ’excursionists’ who visit 
and leave w ithout spending anyth ing  except 
the pittance o f Rs 30 o r 50 as entry fees into the 
village. T here's much that the Governm ent has 
to do  to ensure that m ass tourism does not kill 
M eghalaya’s tourism prospects.

Urban 20: City 
Diplomacy at the

By Vincent H PulaT he G 20 is  one  o f  ihe 
w orld’s key forums for glob­
al diplomacy. A pari from iis 
summit with heads o f  state 
and heads o f  government, it 
com prises ten engagem ent 
groups • such as the Civil 
20. W om en 20. Youth 20. 
and Urban 20  among others. 
O f  these, the Urban 20 (U20) 
is rem a rk ab ly  positioned  
a s it is  the  o n ly  o ne  tha t 
com prises elec ted  officials 
and g ives the U 20 unique 
political legitimacy. The U20 
revolves around a Mayors* 
Sum m it, w hich b rings to ­
gether mayors and governors 
o f  the major cities o f  the G 20 
countries. It resu lts in the 
creation o f  a communique • 
an act ion-oriented document 
that is collectively prepared

globally and improve urban 
planning, management, and 
governance to en sure  that 
future c ities ire  inclusive, 
sustainable, and resilient.

The first U 20 summit was 
launched in 2018 in Bue­
nos A ires a t the invitation 
o f  M ayor lloracio Larreta. 
More recently, this year at 
the U20 in Indonesia 2022. 
tw enty-e igh t C ity  Leaders 
endorsed the communique. 
An additiona sixteen City 
Leaders joined as observers 
at ihe summit. For the  first 
time. India was a participant 
as an endorser to the commu­
nique1 and  w as represented 
by the Com missioner o f  ihe

the most vulnerable sections 
o f  society . T he pandem ic  
period  has a lso  w itnessed 
social upheaval from tenants 
being unable to pay rent due 
to  in c re ased  jo b le ssn e ss . 
T here is an urgent call for 
increased a tten tion  tow ard 
a f fo rd a b le  &  a c c c s s ib le  
housing by recognizing the 
right to housing.

For c leaner and greener 
cities, there must be  an even­
tual transition to  sustainable 
energy. India can  pa rticu ­
larly  play a critical role in 
fo reg ro u n d in g  th is  is su e  
and  steering action toward 
clean energy. O ur initiative 
to lead in the International

G20
to  a ll. T h is  ex p an sio n  o f  
education and skill-building 
must include w orkers' w el­
fare . u pho ld ing  w ork -life  
ba lance, jo b  security , and 
fa ir  w ages. In particu la r, 
low-skilled and gig workers 
m ust receive liv eable wages. 
In c rea s in g  d ig ita liza tio n , 
the introduction o f  5G. and 
rapidly growing mobile use 
a llow  India to prom ote its 
c itie s  a s d e stin a tio n s  fo r 
opportunities & global ex ­
change. as well as emerge 
as a leading innovation space 
for data-centric governance 
models. In addition to  this, 
it is im portant to m eet the 
c ro ss-cu tting  challenge o f  
c i t ie s ' a cc ess  to  f inance . 
It is now  w ell-estab lished  
tha t fu tu re  in fra s tru c tu re

and endorsed by U20 partici­
pating cities.

A large proportion o f  ihe 
w orld 's  popula tion  (about 
68%) is expected to live in 
urban areas  by 2050  (UN 
p ro jec tio n s). C itie s  co m ­
mand a significant portion 
o f  their countries' respective 
G ro s s  D om estic  P ro d u c t 
(GDP). In India, cities are 
expected to contribute 75% 
o f  the national GDP by 2030. 
There is a growing recogni­
tion o f  the im portance  o f  
the urban sector for achiev­
ing national a sp irations o f  
economic prosperity and for 
improving the quality o f  life 
for a substantial proportion 
o f  the popu la tion , im por­
tantly. the push tow ards 'net 
zero' development must also 
be driven by cities a s  over 
75%  o f  the growth in GHG 
emissions w ill take place in 
urban arcas. Cities will be at 
the forefront o f  driving c li­
mate change adaptation and 
resilience. A s per U N -llabi- 
tat. the cost o f  not building 
m ulti-hazard resilient cities 
will be around S300 billion 
e very  y e a r  by  2030 . T he 
co llec tive  po litica l po ten­
tial that they wield, and the 
central role they often play 
in driving growth & innova­
tion in their home countries, 
provide a  strong rationale for 
including them in the G20 
conversation. There is a need 
to  c o llec tiv e ly  d e lib e ra te  
and foster innovative urban 
d e v e lo p m e n t a p p ro a c h e s

G reater Mumbai Municipal 
Corporation. Previously, we 
participated as an observer 
at the Rome-.Milan U20. As 
India  g e a rs  up to  assum e 
the presidency o f  the G 20 
summ it, we must now look 
forward to setting the agenda 
and the direct on for the up­
coming summit.

The agenda must be  about 
leading cities in  a direction 
o f  sustainable, fair, just, and 
inclusive development. India 
must keep its eyes on past

visions o f  the U 20 and add 
to them. We must also lead 
by contributing our creative 
indigenous solutions to  the 
issues at hand A s the world 
em erges front the  ravages 
o f  the pandemic, health and 
related infrastructure c on ­
tinue to  be in focus. We must 
upgrade  to  m ore  resilien t 
and transparent health  sys­
tems to  guard against future 
pandemics, natural disasters, 
and other criscs. At the same 
tim e, m ental health  m ust 
rece ive  inc reas ing  pub lic
investments, particularly for

Solar Alliance allow s us to 
pitch solar energy as  an ef­
fective a lternative to  fossil 
fuel use. particularly in the 
tropical regions o f  the world. 
T his, com bined with other 
forms o f  sustainable energy 
a lso  a lig n s w ith  the  Paris 
C lim a te  A greem ent's goal 
o f  lim iting global tem pera­
tures to  1.5 degrees Celsius 
below  pre-industrial levels. 
Transitioning to  sustainable 
energy sources will not only 
help the c itie s  them selves

but also the environm ent at 
large. Sim ilarly, achieving 
w ater and food security will 
substantially aid our efforts 
toward creating sustainable 
cities and communities.

As India's scrvicc sector 
and  know le d g e  econom y  
continue to grow, it provides 
us an o p po rtun ity  to  c o l­
laborate with cities around 
the globe in developing and 
im p lem e n tin g  e d u ca tio n , 
training, skill-building, ap ­
pren ticesh ip  system s, and  
employment programs that
arc inclusive and accessible

developm ent has to be en ­
vironmentally sensitive and 
resilient. Therefore, building 
c onducive  policy env iron ­
ments for instrum ents such 
a s  c lim a te  f in an c e , m ust 
remain a key agenda in U20. 
It is im pera tive  to  fo ste r  
collective efforts o f  the city 
represen ta tives under U20 
and the  G 20 Finance Track 
to uccclciatc financial inclu­
sion  to  prom ote econom ic 
w ell-being, prosperity, and 
sustainable development.

The upcom ing  U 20 a l­
lows India an unparalleled 
opportunity to  prom ote just, 
inc lusive , and susta inab le  
c ities under its  G 20 presi­
dency. The U20 com es out as 
a promising platform to  de­
liberate on key urban issues. 
In order to  ensure that the 
outcomes o f  the U20 deliber­
ations have wide-ranging im ­
pacts on urban development, 
it will be important to  include 
the voices o f  non-G20 coun­
tries and cities to  leverage 
the collective leadership o f  
cities in implementing global 
a gendas prioritized by the 
G 20. C itie s  w ill con tinue  
to be centres o f  innovation, 
c reativity , and  opportunity  
th a t Ind ia  m ust fo s te r  & 
encourage further.

(V incent I I  P ula is  Lok 
S abha  M P  fro m  Shillong. 
M eg h a la y a , a n d  S ta n d ­
ing Com m ittee M em ber on 
In dustries. P ankhur i J a in  
(LA M P  F ellow ) p ro v id ed  
inputs f o r  the article).

“As India gears up to assume the presidency 
o f  the G20 summit, we must now look forward 
to setting die agenda and the direction fo r  the 
upcoming summit. The agenda must he about 
leading cities in a direction o f  sustainable, 

fair, just, and inclusive development."

Inequality, like 
pollution, must 

be reduced
By Ajit Rututde

O n the first day  o f  the 
D av o s  su m m it in S w it­
z erland  this year. O xfam  
In ternational p ub lished  a 
repo rt titled  “S u rv iv a l o f  
tltc Richest". T he tim ing o f  
the publication is de liber­
a te . a nd  O xfam  does this 
e v e ry  year in  Jan uary  at 
the inaugural o f  the D avos 
meetings. T h is  is d one  to 
g a in  m axim um  public ity , 
o n  tltc sidelines o f  a  c on ­
ference where the w o rld ’s 
e l i te  from  th e  b u s in e s s  
a n d  p o li.ica l w o rld  c o n ­
g re g a te . R e p o r te d ly  th e  
participation fee per person 
th is  y ear w as  m ore  than
120.000 d o lla rs  a lthough  
it is  nevei publicised. M ore 
than  three thousand  pay­
ing  de lega tes  a ttend , and 
m any  o the r sp e a k e rs  a re  
a lso  invited. T h e  c on fe r­
en ce  th is y ear w as held in 
the  shadow  o f  a  loom ing  
recession w hich has been 
forecast by both the W orld 
B ank and the International 
M onetary Fund, for devel­
o ped  econom ies. T here  is 
a lso  the  lo n g  shad ow  o f  
the w ar  «i U kraine w hich 
has lasted for a  year with 
no  end in sight. T he them e 
th is year was “Cooperation  
in  a  F ragm ented W orld”. 
T h e  fragm entation  refers 
to  the  de-globalisation ten­
d e n cy  due to  trade  w ars, 
and  now  d isrup tion  d ue  to 
the  U kraine  con flic t, and  
c o n sequen t in fla tio n  and  
recession.

T he other b ig  fragm en­
tation is the grow ing  divide 
be tw een  the rich  a nd  the  
poo r. T he g a in s  o f  e c o ­
nom ic  growth increasingly 
a re  captured by a  sm aller 
fraction o f  the population. 
T he O xfam  report th is year 
h ig h lig h ts  th e  tr e n d s  in

specia l report focused on 
India. It sa y s tha t du ring
2022  th e  n u m b e r o f  b i l ­
l io n a ire s  ro se  fro m  102 
to  166. The w ealth  o f  the 
richest 100 Indians is now  
about 660 b illion do lla rs o r 
about 55 lakh crorcs. Two 
th ird  o f  the  w ealth  gains 
in the past tw o years have 
gone  to  the top 1 percent 
g lo b a lly . A  s im ila r  trend  
is  e v iden t in  Ind ia . T h is  
m eans that w ealth  and  in ­
com e  inequality  is  ge tting 
w orse. I f  you  think in  term s 
o f  e d u ca tio n  a cc ess , the  
U N IC E F last y ear reported 
that m ore  than 600 m illion 
ch ild ren  rem ained affected 
by  pa rtia l o r  full schoo l 
c losure, even a t the end o f  
tw o  years o f  the pandem ic. 
A s la te  a s  Sep tem ber last 
y ear the e stim ate  w as 244 
m illion still ou t o f  school 
a s  per U N ESC O . In India 
too  p robably  100 m illion  
p lu s  s tu d e n ts  have  had  a 
setback  in  the ir education 
th a n k s to  schoo l c lo su re  
o r  in a d e q u a te  a c c c s s  to  
on line  tools, bandw idth o r 
in frastruc tu re . To rebuild  
th is  h u m a n  c a p ita l  w ill 
tak e  a  lot o f  e ffo rt w hile  
a  tin y  se c tio n  o f  In d ian  
soc ie ty  w ill sec  the ir kids 
m ove faster ahead. So apart 
from  incom e a nd  w ealth , 
in  education  access and a t­
ta inm ent too we a rc  seeing 
w idening disparity. A dd to 
th a t, o th e r  e le m e n ts  like 
h ealth care , sa fe  d rin k in g  
w ater, a n d  o th e r  d im e n ­
s io n s . Y ou c a n  s e c  tha t 
in e q u a li ty  is  no t g e ttin g  
better bu t w orse.

Socicty can never have 
c o m p le te  e q u a lity . E c o ­
nomic growth rew ards those 
w ho a re  m ore  talented and 
m ore entrepreneurial. Fast-

“As we celebrate the seventy 
fo iv th  Republic Day, let s remember 
the foundational values o f  fraternity, 

liberty and equality.”

U niform  Civil 
Code

Kditor.
The much-awaited move 

o f  the  U nion G overnm ent 
to  in troduce  the  U niform  
C ivil C ode in tlx: country 
sh o u ld  have  been im p le ­
m ented decades back but, 
u n fo rtu n a te ly  le g is la tion  
c ou ld  not be enac ted  till 
date due to  strong opposition 
from different corners o f  the 
socicty a s well as from politi­
cal parties terming that UCC 
is against the Constitution 
as it w ill aftcct the secular 
fabric o f  the nation and will 
a lso  distu rb  law -and-order 
situation. It is not understood 
how  a  law  like  UCC can 
create outrage. In fact, there 
should not be any separate 
law based on religion in a 
s e c u la r  c o u n try  P e rh ap s 
the csscncc o f  sciularism  is 
far from ou r understanding. 
India is a secular country and
it mu.il have a single law for
its citizens across tltc country 
for public and personal m at­
ters like marriage, divorce.

tran sfe r o f  p roperty , su c ­
cession. population control, 
e ligibility  to  avail govern­
m en t jo b s , s c h e m e s  e tc . 
There cannot be community 
s ta tu s  (m ino rity /m ajo rity ) 
b a sed  o n  re lig io n . T here  
are several Supreme Court 
rulings that have recognised 
the need for UCC. Section 
36, 37 and 44 o f  C hapter IV 
o f  the C onstitution clearly 
m andate that am ong other 
arrangements, the state shall 
provide a uniform civil code 
for its citizen.

Y ouisctc..
Krishncndu Deb, 

Shillong.

N etaji -  the 
true freedom  

fighter
Editor.
Subhash  C handra  Bose 

is a source  o f  insp ira tion  
for the youth. T he strugglc- 
f illc d  jo u rn ey  o f  h is  life  
and his efforts to make the 
country independent are an 
im m ortal-saga. Today it is

necessary to  remember his 
historic speech given in Ran­
goon on his birthday. I le had 
said. "My com rades in the 
freedom struggle! Freedom 
seeks sacrifice . You have 
sacrificed a lot for freedom, 
but your life is  yet to  be sac­
rificed. I ask you one thing 
and that is  blood. The blood 
that the enem y has shed for 
us, can only be repaid with 
blood. So you give me blood. 
I will give you freedom".

Subhash C handra  Bose 
was put under house arrest in 
his own house during World 
W ar II. But one night he  left 
his ow n house by throwing 
dust in the eyes o f  the w atch­
man. lie  left India in disguise 
and w ent first to  Germ any 
and then to Singapore where 
he organized the "Azad Hind 
Fauj" with the help o f  Rash 
Bchari Bose. In this regard 
he earned the title" NETAJI 
” in G ermany by  the Indian 
soldiers o f  Azad Hind Fauj. 
N etaji s ta rted  his ga llan t 
and  vic torious jou rney  till 
Imphal but after tliat he had 
to retreat due to lack o f  food 
and w eapons. With his heart

throbbing wish pain. Netaji 
boarded a plane for Tokyo, 
but regretted never to  return. 
T here  is a  n y s tc ry  about 
Nctaji's death. Although it is 
rumored that Netaji died in 
a plane crash, many Indians 
still b e lieve  that N etaji is 
still alive. D cid o r alive, our 
beloved Netaji will live on in 
our m inds forever.

Yours etc..
Pinaki Nandy 

Shillong

Truth as 
casualty

Fditor.
T he colonial mind set ofa  

section o f  Indian intelligen­
tsia contrary to the  judge­
ment passed by the Supreme 
Court o f  Indn  cam e to  the 
forefront witk the release o f  
a documentary by the Brit­
ish Broadcasting Com pany 
on  the  2002 G u ja ra t r io t 
which erupted after the hor­
rific G odhra train burning 
inc iden t. Intense ju d ic ia l, 
m edia and  adm in istra tive  
scrutiny o f  2C02 G ujarat riot

particularly the role o f  tltc 
then C h ief M inister o f  G u­
jarat had been done during 
the tenure o f  UPA-1 and  II 
Government. Supreme Court 
and free media (assum ing 
diat the m edia w ere free and 
unbiased till M ay, 2014). 
However, last year, the Apex 
Court had exonerated Sri Na- 
rendra Modi from all charges 
relating to the incident.

T he so-called left liberals 
who constantly vouch for the 
C onstitu tion  o f  o u r  c oun ­
try have now conveniently 
ignored the Supreme Court 
verdict and rallying behind 
die documentary film w hich 
pronounced N arcndra Modi 
■guilty’o f  the 2002 incident. 
The adversaries o f  Narcndra 
Modi g ive credence to  any 
narrative 'p ropaganda  p ro ­
pounded by western media as 
the gospel truth irrespective 
o f  the actual fact. According 
to  them  Western people arc 
civilized and liberal and arc 
epitome o f  virtues compared 
to  Indian people and Indian 
Institutions. H istory how ­
ever, paints a completely dif­
ferent picture o f  the so-callcd

’civ ilized ’ w estern people. 
T hey  had co lon ized  many 
countries o f  the world, plun­
dered and looted those coun­
tries. killed innoccnt people 
a nd  ex term inated  orig inal 
inhabitants a s in U SA  and 
Canada. They a rc  the people 
w ho had indulged in  slave 
trade , p rac ticed  apartheid  
(till 1990s) and killed m il­
lions o f  Jews barely seventy 
years ago. Arc these symbols 
o fciv ility?  T ill 1960s in the 
USA discrim ination on the 
basis o f  skin colour w as part 
o f  their polity, can anyone 
deny this? The ongoing w ar 
between Russia and Ukraine 
is the  sh in ing  exam ple  o f  
the  a c tiv itie s  o f  c iv ilized  
countries o f  the  west. H ow ­
ever. truth is alw ays a victim 
am ongst the left-libcrals.

Yours etc., 
D cbajyoti Bhattachatjcc

Shillong-1 

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
the view s o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

inequality and  poverty all 
a ro u n d  the  w o rld . T h is  
y e a r 's  repo rt sh o w s tha t 
both poverty and  inequal­
ity  have w orsened. T hese  
tw o m easures a re  d ifferent. 
T he form er m easures how 
m any  people  a rc  g e ttin g  
tw o  square m eals a  day o r 
can  m eet m inim um  needs. 
T h e  la tte r  m e a su re s  the  
g ap  betw een the rich and  
tlic poor. It is  theoretically  
possible lhat a  society m ay 
h av e  ne g lig ib le  p o verty , 
a n d  y e t h a v e  v e ry  h ig h  
inequality. F or a  grow ing 
econom y poverty tends to  
s u b s id e  .vhile in e q u a lity  
m ay increase. But usually  
there  is  som e correlation . 
T h is  y e ar’s O xfam  report 
says that for the past tw o  
years the w ealth o f  the top I 
percent has increased by 26 
trillion dollars, m ore  than 
tw ice tha. o f  the bottom  99 
pcrccnt. Most o f  this w ealth 
is p resum ably due  to  rise 
in  the stock m arket and  in 
housing. Incom e ga ins a re  
substan tia lly  going  to  the 
very top. On the other hand, 
n e a r ly  1.7 b ill io n  w o rk ­
e rs  have seen the ir w ages 
r ise  slow er th a n  the  rate  
o f  inflation, w hich m eans 
the ir purchasing pow er has 
e roded. Thus, poverty  has 
increased. Even the W orld 
B a n k 's  2022 rep o rt sa y s 
that global poverty has in ­
creased  from 8.4 percent to
9 .3 pcrccnt. T he W B uses 
the  poverty level o f  2.15 
do lla rs  a  Jay. By die end o f
2020. due to the pandem ic 
a n  estim ated 7 c rore  a d d i­
tional people w ere  pushed 
below  the poverty  line, o f  
w hich 5.6 c rore  are  in India 
a lone. India w as mindful o f  
the impact o f  the pandem ic, 
e s p e c ia l ly  o n  th e  p o o r, 
and  hence ran a free food 
p rogram  for tw o and a  h a lf  
y e a rs , w hich  c o v ered  81 
crore  people. T hat program  
has been ex tended by one 
m ore  year, im p ly in g  the  
continuing need to  protect 
the  poo r and  ensure  food 
security , in the  light o f  high 
food inflation.

W hat about inequality? 
O x fa m  has p u b lis h e d  a

e r  g row th  w idens tliat gap. 
But a t som e stage w e have 
to  pause and ask, how  much 
inequality  is  accep tab le  to 
u s  a s  a  society . Ju s t like  
the  m odem  industrial age 
w ill a lw ays have pollution, 
thanks to  electricity , trans­
portation and  construction, 
bu t w c  a lso  pu t cu rb s on 
pollution. A s a  society  we 
have im posed requirem ents 
to  sw itch to  c leaner energy. 
N ew  e m ission  no rm s for 
c leaner cars. Scm bbcrs  in 
factory ch im neys to  reduce 
noxious fumes. So. a lso  at 
so m e  po in t w e m u st say  
th is  m uch  ineq u ality  and  
no  m ore . O th e rw ise , w c 
have to con tend  w ith social 
instability , inc reas ing  law 
and  o rder problem s, inves­
to r nervousness, and  even­
tually  s low ing  o r  stagnant 
grow th. It will be  a nigh t­
m are  for a ll o f  us. A large 
n u m b e r  o f  u n e m p lo y e d  
adolescen ts w ill contribute 
to  soc ia l tension . H ence  
the  reduction  o f  inequality  
requires the sam e a ttention 
and  focus a s the reduction 
o f  pollution. B ccausc it a f­
fects a ll o f  us, and  no t only 
the  poor.

A s w e celebra te  the sev ­
en ty  fourth Republic Day. 
le t’s rem em ber the founda­
tional values o f  fraternity, 
liberty  and  equality . That 
equality  is in the econom ic, 
social and political sphere. 
A s p ro p h e tica lly  w arn ed  
by  Dr. A m bcdkar in a  his­
to ric  speech  on  N ovem ber 
25. 1949. i f  w c ignore the 
peril o f  increasing  inequal­
ity in Indian society, then 
“ th o se  w h o  s u ffe r  from  
in e q u a li ty  w ill b lo w  up 
th e  s tru c tu re  o f  po litica l 
d e m o crac y  w h ich  .. (w c  
h a v e ) .. so  laboriously built 
up” . H is prophetic  w ords 
w ere u ttered tw enty  years 
before  the first instance o f  
N axalbari v iolence. It is a 
w arning w e m ust heed  to­
day  w ith grea ter urgency.

(Dr. A j i t  R a n  o d e  is  a  
n o te d  e conom ist) (S yn d i­
c a te: T h e  B ill io n  P ress)  
(em ail: editor(ci}lhehiUion- 
press.org)
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Need of the hour -  A Party 
that tells the truth

“Set your goals high, ami (ton t stop 
tii! you get there. ”

—  Bo Jackson
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Revisiting G ujarat
IT 'S  natural that history is written, rcjcctcd 
and rewritten. The spirit o f  inquiry is never- 
diminishing and every generation takes a  critical 
look at the deeds o f  the past. A BBC docum en­
tary on the 2002 Gujarat riots raised a hue and 
cry in India and it was blocked by the central 
government, saying it was an “attempt to cast 
aspersions on the authority and credibility o f  
the Supreme Court.” This is far-fetched. The 
docum entary directly targets Prime M inister 
Modi for his alleged omissions and commis­
sions as Gujarat chief minister during the days 
o f  the bloodletting. That over 2000 persons, 
largely Muslims, died in the carnage is no small 
matter. Human rights issues were involved. The 
Suprem e Court has exonerated Modi o f  any 
wrongdoing, after nearly 20 years — a delay 
the Indian judicial system is notorious for. The 
verdict was passed in 2021 when Modi was the 
PM and an appeal was rejected the next year. 
For India, (lie mailer ends then;. Bui, il is illogi­
cal to expect the world o r the global media, or 
researchers, to not delve into aspccts linked to 
the riots or treat those as bygones. O ur systems 
should have the strength to bear with criticism 
and close scrutiny. The beauty o f democracy is 
also that it is where ideas clash, resulting in a 
process o f  perfection o f  views and concepts.

History is not Gospel Truth. It is constantly 
under scrutiny as those who write it are hu­
mans. Motivated distortion o f  what had really 
happened on the ground is likely. Many truths, 
therefore, lie buried in the annals o f  history. It 
is by painstaking investigations that truth has 
a  chance to surface. The present BBC docu­
mentary. ejected even from YouTube following 
protests by India, was based on a secret inves­
tigation by the UK shortly after the riots. The 
Indian media loo had blamed Modi for allowing 
the situation to go out o f  hand.

Be that as it may. the overzealousness being 
displayed by the pro-Left student organisations 
in University o f  Hyderabad, followed by such 
an effort in JNU, Delhi, to screen parts o f  the 
documentary, were part o f  the nefarious attempLs 
by the Left to Yvhip up the feelings o f  Muslims 
against PM Modi and the BJP. The Left has little 
on the positive side to project about itself; and 
its leaders' styles are out o f  tune with the times. 
From a pro-poor stance, they have narrowed 
their focus to a pro-M ulsim. anti-BJP charade. 
India, the liberal democracy, allows all shades 
o f  opinion to “indulge,” but this should not be 
at the cost of national interests.

By Toki Blah

D am ning BBC docum entary  
revives M o d i’s a irb rushed  past

Refurbished image 
stained once again with 

‘the Modi question’
By Sushi/ Ku tty

A request to 
M eECL

Editor.
'through this Idler, I wish 

lo  b ring  lo  the no tice  o f  
ihe McEC'L authorities (he 
concerns o f  our people in 
Mawpdang village. Mawp- 
dang is no longe- a village in 
fact, it is a su bu rio f Shillong 
city. Today we witness that 
these areas arc fast becoming 
urban in characler. The city 
is in fact expanding in this 
direction. A  proaf o f  this is 
seen in the number o f  impor­
tant government institutions 
c ropp ing  up in th is area. 
While rejoicing that Maw p- 
dang and all the adjoining 
villages are becoming a  part 
o f  the capital city, vet we 
deplore the fact that Mawp- 
dang still suffers from poor 
e lectricity supply. W hile a 
three phase electrical supply 
has already reacted Tynring. 
Mawpdang which is ju st a 
kilometer away from it, still 
struggles with a single phase 
pow er supply. To add worry 
to  woes, Mawpdang locality 
especially the Nongspung lo­
cality, suffers from a perma­
nent low voltage. This situa­
tion is greatly detrimental to 
the local youth who intend to 
en ter into entrepreneurship 
o f  various kinds.

A s a resident o f  M awp­
dang I am a w ar: that many 
youth  w ho desire to  start 
w orkshops like  w eld ing , 
carpentry o r moior mechan­
ics in die village ire deprived 
o f  such opportun ities ju st 
because the  power supply 
is  too  poor lo  run heavy 
m ach ine ries . M any loeal 
entrepreneurs have to go to 
other placcs where there is 
good pow er supply. There 
was a water-bottling factory 
in the village which had to 
be elosed dow n because the 
proprietor could no longer 
afford  to run ii on a gen ­

erator. At Vcndrame Institute 
situated in the village, we 
arc not able to  run even one 
computer due to a 24x7 low 
voltage. Consequently train­
ing courscs which require 
adequate power supply have 
to be suspended. One won­
ders why the M eECL has 
stopped  upg rad ing  pow er 
supply at Tynring and why 
is .Mawpdang left out in the 
upgradation.

In the name o f  all Mawp­
dang people, I humbly re­
quest the M eECL to look 
into this matter and upgrade 
our power supply at the earli­
est possible.

Yours etc..
Dr. Barik s  M awric sdb 

Director, Vcndramc 
Institute, Mawpdang

M oney power  
& elections: 

You vote, You 
decide

Editor.
I remember elections in 

Meghalaya during the early 
years after wc attained State­
hood. People used to say . 
“ynda nicw na ki pliang ja  tc 
lah dei ban jo p  (it you count 
from the number o f  lunch/ 
dinner plates in a  candidates* 
house there is a possibility o f  
winning). From those days 
wc have now graduated, in 
almost all constituencies to 
people  a sk ing  how much 
money docs a candidate have 
to ‘buy* votes.

According to my observa­
tions through the years, the 
M LA 'M P schem es (public 
money) have been one o f  
the main reasons that have 
spo iled  the level play ing  
field for all those aspiring to 
contest the elections for the 
slate assem blies and parlia­
ment and now for the ADCs 
too. This scheme g ives an 
added advantage to the sit-

The Election Commission 
has now confirmed Feb 27. 
2023 as the date for Megha­
laya  A ssem bly  e lec tions. 
That frantic search for can­
didates by political parties: 
Ihe equally frantic attempts 
by politicians eager to find 
parlies who will offer them 
a ticket; those  rid icu lous 
iden tification  a ttem p ts  o f  
who is  a winnablc candidate 
( the one w ith the loot and 
ready to buy votes with it) 
and the one who is a certain 
loser ( the  one w ho enters 
politics depending more on 
wit and a desire to  serve ) 
arc over. P ic  list o f  contest­
ing candidates is out. The 
flawed and corrupt political 
system that Meghalaya poli­
tics has chosen lo follow still 
believes that "W innability" 
is the only genuine DNA o f  
a candidate. U nfortunately 
even after 50 years o f  state­
hood, the electorate refuses 
to  question  th is d is to rted  
political logic that impacts 
on the lives o f  us all.

The State President o f  a 
prominent party (which ex­
pects to achieve single major­
ity) mockingly declared, thal 
those without money should 
not waste their time contest­
ing as they have little chance 
o f  winning. The reaction to 
this blasphemous statement 
was dead silence. It says it 
all. Period! O ur established 
political parties sec nothing 
be yond  c ap tu r in g  pow er. 
T h a ’c  is no sense o f  purpose: 
no desire to serve: no vision 
to lead: nothing a t all. The 
w hole strategy o f  the present 
system is based on the belief 
that “ Fool the people during 
e lec tions; cap ture  pow er; 
form a Government and then 
do w hatever you like". It 
seems lo be the sole purpose 
o f  politics and everyone, the 
people themselves seem to 
agree  on  this. So a group 
o f  us have decided to  also 
jum p into the election fray. 
But w e have dccidcd lo tell 
the people the facts o f  life: if  
we win. prepare them what 
they arc in for, in short tell 
the electorate the Truth and 
noth ing  but the truth. I t 's  
never been done before but 
whal die licxk. The wliulc 
world is changing so why 
not a change  in po litica l 
strategy too.

T herefore the party wc 
arc  about to  form has d e ­
cided that the motto o f  our 
party shall be  "H onesty is 
the Best Policy.”  Nothing 
shall be concealcd o r hid­
den from the public and the 
electorate. K eeping up with

ting M D CsM LA vM  Ps who 
often use it in abundance at 
the fag end o f  their term to 
have a more lasting political 
impact in their favour. From 
w hen it started till now the 
a m o u n ts  have  in c re ased  
multiple times, now running 
in to  c rorcs o f  rupees per 
year for five (5) years. For 
those candidates who have 
the desire to serve but do 
not have the desired wealth 
it is an uphill task i f  not an 
im possible one.

B ut in the im plem enta­
tion o f  the schemes, wc have 
w itnessed that in multiple 
occasions. apart from spend- 
ing  on  fo o tp ath s, d ra in s  
and other works, much o f  
the money is being used in 
distributing freebies to the 
clcctoratc. This has therefore 
e n co u rag e d  peo p le  w ith  
enough money to enter the 
electoral arena w ith the in­
tention to use money power 
to  b u y  th e ir  w ay to  w in 
e lec tio n s  by  m a tch ing  if  
not exceeding at tim es the 
money pow er o f  the MIX.7 
M L A /M P  sc h cm c s. A nd 
with majority o f  our elector­
ate w ho arc still living below 
the poverty line, the pickings 
are ripe for money pow er to 
play a key role in elections 
tod a y .

1 had earlier filed a  PIL 
a g a in s t  th is  sc h e m e  on 
grounds that it violated the 
principle  o f  separation  o f  
pow ers especially between 
the executive and the legisla­
ture. This PI L was later taken 
up by the Supreme Court 
along with three other PILs 
on the same subject from dif­
ferent sia tcsof India. Lack o f  
financial resources however 
prevented me from pursuing 
this ease. The Supreme Court 
later issued guidelines for 
the ir im plem entation. But 
w ith  lack  o f  m onito ring , 
their implementation raises 
a lot o f  <|iirclinns

T h e  M a i ts h a p h r a n g

the Party mono . the Party 
shall have no manifesto sim ­
ply bccause o f the fact that 
manifestoes for the hist 50 
years have on y been printed 
on  m eaning less co lou red  
pam phlets to m ake p ious 
declarations fiat no one has 
any intention ofkccping. O ur 
party shall never deceive the 
people and so  we shall desist 
from printed manifestoes. 
Past elections have always 
heard and witnessed devout 
declarations o f love for the 
s ta te  a nd  the ia itbynricw  
and that if  pccpfc are clcctcd 
and returned to pow er they 
w ill e n su re  a w ondrous 
and beautiful vision for all 
o f  us especially our future 
generations. Our party shall 
say nothing o f the sort nor 
associate ourselves with any 
rosy pic tu re  o f  the future. 
O ur party ha; decided that 
we shall h a re  no th ing  to 
do with vision building nor
w ith any prom iso; for the
future. Wc shall only live for 
the present only and leave 
the stupid future to its own 
fate. The party has complete 
confidence that its candidates 
and the party cadre itself will 
remain true to this true p ro­
file o fM cghaaya  politics.

Did I heat someone ask 
the name o f  the party? Oh 
yes wc do have a name for 
ou r party, how silly o f  me 
and i seek your forgiveness 
for this oversight. So Ladies 
and Gentlemen, we have the 
pleasure o f  declaring the for­
mation o f  The All Nonsense 
Parly (ANP) which swears 
to live up to its name. Once 
the party is fcrmed w e shall 
be approaching the Flection 
Commission and if  possible 
request them to bestow the 
party with the Z ero symbol. 
Oncc wc receive this objec­
tive we shall then proceed 
v ig o ro u sly  on a m assive  
membership drive. With the 
honesty wc promise and the 
honest candiJa tcs wc will 
put up. wc expect thousands 
to join us. Actually w c are 
apprehensive :>f other parties 
envying us when they sec the
multitudes rush in with their
support but what a pleasure 
it shall be to see these thou­
sands upon ilnusands o f  All 
N onsense  Party m em bers 
march in procession shout­
ing “We want Zero. No Zero 
no rest"! What a wonderful 
beginning for the party and 
w hat a breathtaking future 
that will be fcr Meghalaya.

Al this stage I w ant ihe

Movement hid tried to  inter­
act with the electorate about 
the importance o f  the Vote 
by staging a drama titled. 
"PHI VOTE .PHI RAI- 1” 
(Y ou V ole, You D cc idc ) 
aired over Shillong DDK on 
the February 10, 2003 and 
after 5 years, "PHI VOTE, 
PHI RAI- 2” through local 
cable network on 2008 29 
and M arch 2.2008.

To counter th is money 
pow er in e lec tions, som e 
have written and others have 
spoken in  public platforms 
urging the vo:crs to  take the 
money offered to them by the 
candidates during the elec­
tion campaigns, but to apply 
their minds and consider who
is the most cjipiiblc candidate
to lead the state before they 
cast their votes so that they 
will not regret later, bccause 
when they vote they dccidc 
not on ly  their c h ild re n 's  
future but the future o f  the 
state as well.

In conclu sion , it docs 
not matter whosoever offers 
money to  w io  the  voters, 
I would like to remind the 
voters the famous quote by 
Lao Izu  founder o f  Taoism, 
"Give a man a  fish and you 
feed him foraday. Teach him 
how to fish and you feed him 
fo ra  lifetime".

Yours etc., 
Michael N.Syiem 

Via email

Let Govt and 
Suprem e Court 

reconcile
Fditor.
D ay in  chy out the d if­

ferences between the Modi 
Govt and Supreme Court arc 
surfacing. Common citizens 
o f  this country wish an early 
end  to  this episode w ith ­
out further damage to  the 
reputation o f  both. Recently 
a pa rliam enta ry  c o m m it­
tee had also suggested the

reader to close his eyes and 
im ag ine  how  e x q u is ite ly  
cxciting the All N onsense 
Party campaigning will be. 
It would be a sight to behold 
and to remember. People on 
bikes, in buses and trucks 
. in cars and vehicles o f  all 
d escrip tion ; m en. w om en 
and children shouting them ­
selves hoarse “ Vote for Non­
sense . Vote for Nonsense". It 
will sim ply rcflccl the stark 
reality o f  what has been hap­
pening for the last 50 years 
but at least it will be an hon­
est reflection.

But enough o f  that. Let’s 
get dow n to brass-tacks. The 
All Nonsense Party needs to 
tell and enlighten the elec­
torate w hat they will do and 
how they intend to serve if  
they arc c lcctcd to power. 
Please note that in keeping 
with the spirit o f  our motto, 
we have left tlx; word "serve" 
as a vague verb . but let me
tell you in secret that service 
will certainly not be for the 
stupid electorate that voted 
us to pow er. They can jolly  
well look after themselves. 
Wc have first to  th ink  o f  
ourselves, our families, our 
relatives and favorite cham- 
chas. So sen  ice to them first. 
Tltey get first preference for 
governm ent con tra c t jobs 
and governm ent supp lies 
will be reserved for them. 
We can address public inter­
est later and offer the public 
the left overs. For this pur­
pose the All Nonsense Party 
will com e up w ith a cabinet 
a s no other party has ever 
done. First and foremost wc 
will have a powerful Home 
Minister who will not bother 
him self with the Policc Act. 
IPC . C rPC  e tc .. and  any  
other sim ilar nonsense. His 
job will be very simpk* -  how­
to use the policc to facilitate 
illegal transport o f  coal and 
in the  p rocess a lso  m ake 
money for the party and o f  
course for us too. Period! 
Honesty as I said will be our 
policy and as the All N on­
sense Party secs no relation 
betw een education and job 
availability, education will 
be left to  rot in the mess il 
is in already . W hy w aste 
lime in reviving a dead issue. 
Instead in our steadfast reso­
lution lo provide for our un­
employable educated youth 
. the A NP will turn all MLA 
constituencies into districts. 
Hurrah for the 60 districts! 
This will bring governance 

closer to  the people w hile 
at the sam e time also create

same. But both institutions 
appear to be adamant. The 
parliam entary com m ittee , 
has m eanw hile  a sked  the 
executive and jud ic iary  to 
do som e "out -of-thc-box 
thinking" to find a solution 
to the 'perennial problem ' o f  
vacancies in the high courts. 
In this regard the previous 
C h ief Justicc o f  India. TS 
Thakur made an emotional 
appeal to the Prime Minister 
to  Fill up the vacancies in 
the various high courts and 
Supreme Court as the huge 
num ber o f  pending cases 
ultimately adversely impact 
the common man who still 
has faith in the jud ic iary . 
After the comments o f  the 
Parliamentary Committee it 
is the duty o f  the concerned 
p a rtie s  to  find w ays and 
means to solve this matter 
amicably without bringing it 
into the public domain.

The news em anating in 
the media on this issue are 
d isgusting . M oreover, let 
the con fusion  be  c lea red  
on the collegium  after the 
statement o f  Law M inister 
Kiren Rijiju that there is no 
proposal to introduce the Bill 
o f  National Judicial Appoint­
ments Committee. It is well 
known that no system is full- 
proof and therc is need for 
am endm ents w ith the pas­
sage o f  the time sincc over 
one hundred am endm ents 
had been made in the C on­
stitution itself. Four players 
arc making statements which 
contradict cach other. For 
instance, the Supreme Court 
had justified the collegium 
system  w h erea s g o v e rn ­
ment had favoured the Na­
tional Judicial Appointment 
C om m ittee. A nd  now the 
C hairperson  o f  the Rajya 
Sabha has expressed his own 
views. Presently, the ques­
tion arises as to  whether a 
country which is the w orld's 
largmt democracy ran  afford 
such divergent views on such

hundreds o f  jobs for people 
who will have nothing to do 
except twiddle their thumbs. 
They can drink lea. gamble 
o r play computer games all 
day long for all wc carc.

T he ANP is deeply con­
cerned with rural develop­
ment and with rural poverty. 
However it also recognizes 
that Agriculture is too much 
o f  a headache to bother our 
poor M inisters w ho most 
probably would m ostly be 
Matric failed. So instead o f  
prom oting  a gricu ltu re  the 
pa rty  w ill c n co u rag c  the 
people  to  go  in for c h ar­
coal burning. T he sta te  is 
endowed with so  much 
natural resources. Wc have 
coal, limestone, forests, river 
sand, granite and boulders to­
gether w ith uranium. There is 
a huge market for all o f  this. 
So the state shall encourage 
the maximum exploitation o f 
all the above. L et's finish o ff  
everything within the next 
five years. Meghalaya will be 
turned into a wasteland, but 
why worry'? The future will 
take carc o f  itself and i f  Me­
ghalaya is no longer livable, 
the wealth wc have made for 
ourselves w ill ensure that at 
least our rich families can 
migrate to Mumbai. Banga- 
luru or Timbuktu.

Urban Development will 
receive top priority. Roads 
and traffic will o f  course be 
left in the pitiable condition 
they arc in. No funds for 
them, but we will bring in 
huge investments for shop­
ping malls and gambling ca­
sinos. Shillong will bccomc 
the smartest o f  all cities. Do 
I hear gasps o f  horror? But 
look, from the very start we 
had made it amply clear that 
the ANP shall not be both­
ered with governance as wc 
know it. It’s too much o f  a 
bother so govcmancc o f  the 
state will not be handled by 
the clcctcd government but 
will be outsourced to  pres­
sure groups who seem to be 
so well prepared and knowl­
edgeable on the subject. The 
ANP will do nothing for the 
stale and its people. So please 
don 't fault us simply becausc 
wc arc telling you the truth 
and simply facilitating and 
accclcraiing the collapse o f  
Meghalaya.

So instead o f  voting for 
others who will do it surrepti­
tiously and in a sly and fur­
tive manner, w c arc simply 
appealing to the electorate 
to vote for The All Nonsense 
Party w ho will do it in open 
transparency. It’s a s simple 
as that. Please vote for Hon­
est Nonsense.

an important issue.
Interestingly in this a s­

pect all sides are claim ing 
to be well-wishers o f  the un­
privileged and marginalised 
sections o f  society whereas 
a ll a rc  far  aw ay from  the 
harsh realities.

Ih e  G overnm en t's  o b ­
je c tio n  is  tha t the  en tire  
proccss o f  appointm ent o f 
judges is  opaque and lacks 
tran sparency . M eanw hile  
the Suprem e Court o f  In­
dia has agreed to hear the 

lea against the Collegium 
ystcm  o f  appointm ent o f  

judges in high courts and the 
Supreme Court in due coursc 
o f  time. After the advisory 
by the Parliamentary Com ­
m ittee the issue should be 
amicably sclilcd.

Unfortunately, the dispute 
between the SC collegium  
and  G overnm en t leade rs  
threatens to blow up into a 
full-fledged confrontation. 
It is th e re fo re  o f  u tm ost 
importance that the tw o pull 
back from the brink and try 
and  evolve a  com prom ise 
which best serves the inter­
ests o f  the Republic w ithout 
cither underm ining the in­
dependence o f  the judiciary 
o r e roding the role o f  the 
G overnm ent a s  orig inally  
envisaged in the C onstitu­
tion injudicial appointments. 
G iving one side the virtual 
veto will be violative o f  the 
founding chartcr and needs 
to be abandoned in favour 
o f  a golden compromise as 
p rov ided  in the N ational 
Judicial Appointments Com­
mission

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via entail

A rt ic le s  and  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
au th o rs  and  no t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

How is  it that the U nit­
ed  S ta te s  P re s id e n t Jo e  
B id c n 's  D e p a rtm e n t o f  
Ju stice  (D oJ) c an  search  
B idcn 's  private residence 
and  con fisca te  c lass ified  
d o cum en ts , a nd  s tart an 
in v e s tig a tio n ?  D itto  for 
the U nitcdK ingdom  Prim e 
M inister Rishi Sunak, who 
gets hauled up by a British 
'B o b b y ' lor no t w earing  
seat-bell a»d is fined for the 
'c r im e '?  Contrast this w ith 
Prim e M inister N arcndra 
Modi. H e gets hit by a BBC 
documentary on his "ro le  in 
the 2002 G ujarat riots" and 
M odi b lo :k s  'T h e  M odi 
Q uestion ' from Twitter, and 
YouTube.

W hile B idcn and Sunak 
arc  treated m ore o r  less the 
sam e as any citizen in their 
respective countries. Prim e 
M in iste r  N arcndra  M odi 
ge ts preferential treatm ent 
and behaves like a despot.

In fact, ifyou  a rc  a  Modi 
critic, your request lo  stage 
a da n ce  p e rfo rm an c e  at 
an UNESCO heritage site 
on its anniversary w ill be 
refu sed  point blank . Ask 
K a th a k  d a n c e r  M a llik a  
Sarabhai. who had to  dancc 
outside a  Warangal heritage 
tem ple after being denied 
permission by  M odi 's  C ul­
tu re  M in is ter  G . K ishan  
Reddy.

Tlte 68-year-old Sarab­
h a i h a i ls  fro m  M o d i 's  
hom e-s ta te  G u ja ra t, and  
she says G ujarat lias been 
m auled  and le ft b leeding 
during h is rule and  in  his 
a v a ta r  a s  G u ja ra t C h ie f  
Minister.

Sarabhai is no t a lone. 
T h ere  arc  o th e rs , inside  
a n d  o u ts id e  In d ia , w ho  
c o n sid e r M arcndra M odi 
an incurable authoritarian, 
and a com m unal hardliner 
to boot. I n fact, m any coun­
tries refused to give Modi 
v isas a f l c  G ujara t 2002. 
T h e  in te rnational m edia  
has no love lost for Modi. 
A m ong them  th e  B ritish  
Broadcast n g  C orporation 
(BBC ), which is  not in aw e 
o f  Modi.

T o  th e  M o d i- b h a k i .  
how ever, the BBC is an in­
corrigible ’Biased (against 
In d ia )  B ritish  C o rp o ra ­
tio n ’. A fter the  a ir in g  o f  
pa rt o n e  o f  the  tw o-part 
docum entary. ‘T h e  M odi 
Q uestion’, this feeling has 
only peaked.

Clearly, the M odi gov­
ernment taking dow n ‘The 
M odi Q uestion’ from Twit­
ter and  You Tube has to  do 
w ith  M o d i's  refu rb ished  
im age on  die g lobal stage.

T h e  w h o le  q u e s t fo r 
attaining ’ V ishwaguru’ im ­
m ortality s  not a figment 
o f  im a g in a tio n  o f  som e 
fana tic  M odi-bhakl. It is 
for real. ’BBC G et Out* has 
been Irene ing. and  so  has 
been 'BBC documentary*.

T he BBC' finds M odi’s 
d e m o crac y  u n p a la ta b le , 
and  ‘T h e  Modi Q uestion ’ 
has raised many questions 
that question  the  a lleged  
questionable role o f  C h ief 
M inister .Narcndra M odi in 
the 2002 G ujarat riots.

O f  coursc . ‘T h e  M odi 
Q u estio n ’ w as not m usic 
to  th e  cars  o f  the M odi 
G overnm ent. In knee-jerk 
reactions, the Modi G ov­
ernm en t used its  pow ers 
over Tw iner and YouTube 
lo  s c u p p e r  ‘T h e  M od i 
Q uestion’.

India’s privately-owned 
so - c a l lc d  ‘n a t io n a l  T V  
channels ', entirely in M o­
d i ’s pocket i f  not on  the  
B JP ’s p ay ro lls , h av e  re ­
jected ‘Tlte Modi Q uestion’ 
with perfunctory negative 
nods even a s  r ig h t w ing 
M odi-bhakt YouTube chan­
nels fought it out w ith left 
wing outlets.

Yes. ‘The M odi Q ues­
tio n ' has unleashed a w ar 
o f  w ings, right and  left. A s 
‘T he Modi Q uestion‘cam c 
the day  a ft:r  M odi held out 
a  bunch o '  olive leaves to  
th e  P a sm in d a  M u slim s, 
‘T h e  M odi Q u e s t io n ’ is  
seen  a s  the O p p o s itio n  
re ig n i tin g  G u ja ra t 2002

in cahoo ts  w ith the BBC 
to  rem ind M uslim s, bo th  
P a sn ia n d a  a n d  A sh ra f i,  
o f  M od i's  role in G ujarat 
2002 .

‘T he M odi Q uestion’ has 
definitely (Nil the spotlight 
back on M odi’s exact role 
in the 2002 G ujarat riots, 
and  w hile it com cs in the 
w ake o f  M o d i's  ou trcach  
to  M uslim s, the docum en­
tary has also led to further 
com m unal polarization, tlte 
im pact o f  w hich  w ill be  
seen  in the nine stale e lec­
tions due  this year.

The BBC docum entary 
is  like  tonic to the O pposi­
tion . but a lso  counterpro­
ductive. l lindu tva , w hich 
had been blunted by M odi 
for his international audi- 
cnec. is back in  full force 
am i M odi-bhakts a re  ta lk ­
ing o f  a  2024 sweep.

The M odi G overnm ent 
and  ‘M odi m edia ' a re  do ­
ing  dam age control. M odi's 
popularity  rating is back to 
a  high 60-p lus. A nd (his. 
e v en  a s  R ahul G a n d h i 's  
B h a ra t Jo d o  Y atra  c o m ­
p le tes its coursc. Tlte fact 
is . M odi and  h is  coho rts  
manning the BJ P 's  election 
ju g g e rn a u t know  how  to  
convert negativity to  posi­
tively. A fter the initial jo lt, 
the  cohorts are on  a  mission 
to  lum  the tables.

It rem a in s to  b e  seen  
how the O pposition retali­
a tes. and w ith w hat?  Rahul 
G andhi m ight have to do 
a 'B harat R c-Jodo Yatra'. 
T h e  B B C  d o c u m e n ta ry  
has re ju v e n a te d  M o d i's  
popularity  am ong the ‘Sa- 
natan is’. and  the BJP wants 
to  reap the d ividends o f  his 
notoriety!

A nd M odi is  p ic k in g  
up  adm irers. UK M P Lord 
K aran B ilim oria has com e 
out in support, calling Modi 
"one o f  the m ost pow erful 
persons on  the planet." Ear­
lier, on  January 19, Prime 
M inister Rishi Sunak said 
he  "doesn’t agree with the 
c h a ra c te r iz a t io n "  o f  h is  
Indian counterpart.

A n o th e r  L o rd . R am i 
Ranger, voiced sim ilarsen- 
l intents.

‘T h e  M odi Q u e s t io n ' 
had ihe form er British For­
e ign Secretary Jack Straw- 
c asting  serious allegations 
o n  M odi’s role in the 2002 
G u ja ra t r io ts . Q u es tio n s  
regard ing  In d ia 's  dem oc­
rac y  a n d  how  M odi sa t 
unmoved.

‘T h e  M odi Q uestion*  
is  rife w ith anti-M odi nar­
ra tiv e s . W h ile  it p la ce s  
C h ie f  M inister M odi in  the 
e lectric chair, it is a lso  seen 
a s  a 'h it jo b ’ against Prim e 
M inister N arcndra Modi.

The tim ing w as wrong. 
T he B B C ’s ow n dislike for 
Modi, juxtaposed w ith Jack 
Straw ’s electoral com pul­
sio n s  re la ted  to  his p a r­
lia m e n ta ry  c onstituency , 
a  Pakistan i-orig in  British 
M P’s diatribe against Modi 
in  the UK Parliam ent, oil 
these  have offered a  fig leaf 
to  the  B JP to cast a sper­
sio n s on  the  BB C, q u e s­
tion its m otives.A lso, ‘The 
M o d i Q u e s t io n ' c o m e s  
w hen M odi has been Prim e 
M in ister  fo r tw o stra igh t 
te rm s, and  can win a third 
te rm . T here  w as no need 
for ano ther docum entary. 
Being in the glare o f  a  harsh 
searchlight isn 't new  to the 
pugnacious politician.

'T h e  M odi Q u e s t io n ’ 
has a  Part-2 com ing up. The 
only th ing  going for Modi 
is that the tallest court o f  live 
land, the Suprem e Court o f  
Ind ia  m on ito re d  S pec ial 
Investigation Team (SIT), 
had 'exonera ted ' the G uja­
rat C h ie f  M inister in  2013. 
Ten years on. the spotlight 
o f  renew ed  sc ru tiny  has 
oncc again caught up with 
M odi, piercing through to 
tlte depths o f  G ujarat 2002. 
Even  a tta in ing  the 'V ish ­
w a g u ru ' s ta tu s  w ill no t 
stop  the ghosts o f  Gujarat 
2002 from haunting Modi. 
Joe Bidcn and Rishi Sunak 
do  not facc such  odds. (IPA  
Service)
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“Age is an issue o f  mind over matter. 
I f  you don V mind, it doesn V matter." 

—Mark Twain

______ The Shillong Times_______
Vol No:l_XV No. I6< SIIII I.()N<;. lil t RSDAV. JAM \RV26. 2023

India's 74th Republic Day
REPUBLIC Day and Independence Day arc 
both marked by stereotyped, predictable obser­
vances that arc intended to make citizens feel 
good about ihemselvcs because o f  where the 
country is today. The founding fathers o f  the 
Constitution had idealistic dreams which now 
lie in tatters even as the idea o f  social justicc is 
trampled day in and day out in a society that is 
characterized by massive disparities o f  wealth 
and opportunities. In Jammu and Kashmir and 
som e stales o f  the North East, the idea o f  the 
nation state is a  contested one and some groups 
continue to rursc heartburns against the Indian 
state. A day before Republic Day the NSCN-K 
o f Nagaland, the ULFA (Independent) and at 
least three outfits from Manipur have callcd for 
boycott o f  Republic Day. Left-wing extremism 
too persists in parts o f  India with no solution in 
sight. Why is the Indian state unable to resolve 
the differences with these disgruntled sections 
o f  society, some o f whom continue to operate 
from foreign soil. It is time to call their b luff if  all 
they do is to stifle economic activities by large 
scale extortion from established businesses and 
young entrepreneurs. But if  they have genuine 
grievances those too should be addressed.

India’s 73rd Republic Day is also marked by 
a war o f  words between the Judiciary and the 
Executive on almost a daily basis. The verbal 
sparring does not augur well for both sides 
especially when the Law Minister is address­
ing those silling in the highest scat o f  justicc 
through the media, instead o f  both sides sitting 
across the table to resolve their dilTcrcnccs. The 
num ber o f  pending eases in different courts o f 
the country have turned the legal system one 
o f  the most sluggish, which in turn hampers 
the justice delivery system. Justice delayed is 
justicc denied but this docs not seem to trouble 
those charged with delivering justice. India is 
today governed by a political party that does 
not believe in diversity but is intent on forging 
cultural and religious homogeneity by attack­
ing minority faiths. W hile on the one hand this 
country' claims to be a leader in IT, science, 
and technology, large sections o f  the poor still 
have no access to primary education due to 
acutc poverty. Malnutrition among children cuts 
across large swathes o f this country rendering 
them unable to use their cognitive abilities. No 
education means no jobs and therefore, abject 
poverty. Consequently, the divide between rich 
and poor and the urban and rural is growing 
alarmingly. This insurmountable divide is a  real 
threat to law and order in the country.

The ideal of equality o f  status and opportu­
nity has been shattered by the em ergence o f 
what appears like two nations within the Indian 
landmass. On one hand we have a prosperous, 
resurgent urban India and on the other, a dirt- 
poor rural Bharat wallowing in mass illiteracy, 
hunger, and disease as well as the pernicious 
class, caste and gender discrimination. Rhetoric 
must end in favour o f  rapid action to address the 
above issues.

Education is drowning: Who 
will rescue the sector?

By Batskhem Myrboh
o f  North East India. Many 
prominent personalities from 
d ifferent w alks o f  life not 
only in the region but even 
in other parts o f  India had 
the ir education in M egha­
laya. T housands o f  youth 
from across the region (NER) 
m igrated to the City to  ac­
quire know ledge and learning 
and  indirectly  con tribu ted  
tow ards boosting the local 
econom y. But decades o f  
visionlcss. directionless, and 
business-dominated politics 
produced successive govern­
ments that ignored the impor­
tance o f  the education sector 
as an instrument o f  human 
resource and socio-economic 
development o f  the state. The 
criminal neglect and apathy 
tow ards education has cost 
the state immensely in terms 
o f  e c o n o m ic  and  hum an 
d evelopm ent. T he curren t 
educational scenario portrays 
a system r»f ivliuMlinn lhal is 
drowning, and that requires 
serious attention to  address 
this malaise. Rcscuc Mission 
is the need o f  the hour and 
hence, the government has to 
have in place a strong educa­
tional machinery manned by 
the Education Department 
with an Education Minister 
who takes rescue work as a 
mission. What is frightening 
is i f  w c make mistakes in this 
election, w c w ill soon reach 
the stage  w here it will be 
near impossible to reverse the 
condition. One may wonder 
why I make this value-loaded 
statement which I will try to 
address.

M e g h a la y a  has few er 
government schools and far 
too  le ss  governm en t c o l­
leges. W hat is more worry- 
ing is the quality  o f  these 
institutions. Barring a few, 
government institutions are 
infrastructurally fragile and 
academ ically  unstim ulatcd 
and neglected. W hile the rich 
do not feel the pinch o f  this 
disgraceful condition o f  the 
government institutions, the 
poor arc badly hit due to the 
high cost o f  education in the 
private scctor. The deplorable
condition o f  the government 
institutions especially at the 
primary level in far-flung vil­
lages partly explains the high 
rate o f  school dropouts which 
M eghalaya is infam ous for 
and this is particularly true 
in  the case  o f  G aro  H ills. 
G aro Hills till recently was 
h ighly dependent on gov ­
ernm ent p rim ary  schools. 
W hile baby steps arc made in 
infrastructural development: 
thcrc is no effort to improve 
the teaching-learning process 
which should have been the 
m ain focus. It appears that 
successive gov ernments were 
happy to let these institutions 
d ie a natural death paving 
the way for the privatization 
and  com m erc ia liza tion  o f  
education.

T he g o vernm en t-a ided  
institutions arc the backbone 
ofthc  education system in the 
state at all levels. But succes­
sive governments have meted 
out a s tcp-m othcrly  trea t­
ment to the teaching staff o f  
this category o f  institutions. 
M oreover, the government

introduced too many kinds 
o f  g ran ts  in a id  system s. 
O ne wonders how burden­
some it is for tic  government 
adm inistration to  adm in is­
ter these institutions. Being 
forced by the apathy o f  the 
government, different teach­
e rs ' a ssociations launched 
c ountless agitations which 
have spoiled the educational 
environm ent in the state by 
disrupting the regular flow o f  
educational activities in edu­
cational institutions. Instead 
o f  being warring parties, the 
governm ent a id  the teach­
e rs ' associations should put 
their heads together to uplift 
the educational scenario in 
the  sta te . But none o f  the 
education ministers showed 
any interest to work together 
with the teachers towards the 
common goal.

Private ccucational in ­

proper planning. This prob­
lem is compounded by the 
unplanned extension o f  fi­
nancial a id  to the manage­
ment o f  private educational 
institutions. But. thcqucsiion 
is how the aiJ is extended. 
Instances arc <lear ind ica to r 
that financia a id  is never 
based on logic and  reason 
but on politicsand nepotism. 
T his has created a condition 
w here  educational institu ­
tions arc established where 
not needed thereby leading 
to  the wastage o f  valuable 
resources. But w ho cares? 
Politics is served.

The state government a l­
low s the p rivate  una ided  
e ducational institutions to 
run more o r lc>s on a laissez- 
faire principle. There arc no 
ru lcs /law s to regula te  the 
functioning o f these institu­
tions including the teachers' 
salaries and fees. While some 
m anage to  thrive based on 
exorbitant fee* chaigcd from 
students, others especially in 
the mral areas survive mainly 
bccausc teachers render ser­
vice with unlivablc salaries. 
W hat kind o f  education can 
w e cxpcc t w hen tc ac h crs  
even at the collcgc level arc 
paid a monthly salary o f  less 
than ten thousand? Succes­
sive state governments with 
different education ministers 
be longing to  different po­
litical parties have failed to 
implem ent subsection 2 o f  
section 11 o f  the Meghalaya 
School Education Act. 1981 
w hich states. "The scale o f  
pay and allowances and other 
p rescribed  benefits o f  the 
em ployees o f  a recognized 
private school shall be deter­
mined by the State G overn­
ment by general o r special 
o rder issued from tim e to 
time in this behalf*.

Teachers* qualifications 
and training are a grave con­
cern for Megtuilaya. It was 
on September 3, 2001. that 
the  N ational C ou n c il fo r 
T eacher Education notified 
the NCTE (Determination o f  
m inimum qualifications for 
recruitm ent o f  tcachcrs in 
schools) Regulations. 2001. 
But it seem s the  G overn ­
ment o f  Mcgkalaya paid no 
attention to these regulations,

Schools continued to recruit 
tcachcrs without liaving the 
requisite qualifications. As a 
measure to fulfill the required 
norm (HSSLC with 45 per 
cent along w ith Diploma o f  
E lementary Education) and 
to overcome the problem o f 
undcrqualificd  teachers in 
primary schools, the govern­
m ent conducted  a specia l 
H igher Secondary School 
Exam ination in 2015. The 
examination w as conducted 
as a formality to enable them 
to pursue the D.EI.Ed. The 
teachers acquired the HSSLC 
ce rtif ic a te  w ith  a second  
divis ion in the m anner the 
Jews received "manna" from 
h eaven  as na rrated  in  the 
Bible.

Further, the question o f  
u nder-qualified  principals 
and tcachcrs serving in col­
leges. especially government 
colleges remain unintended 
even today. Many principals 
and tcachcrs arc appointed 
without possessing the quali­
fications laid dow n by the 
U niversity G rants Com mis­
sion. This partly explains the 
decline o f  higher education 
in  M eghalaya to the extent 
that none o f  the colleges are 
graded in the category o f  A 
and  above by the National 
Assessment and  A ccredita­
tion Council (NAAC) since 
2018.

The function ing  o f  the 
M eghalaya Board o f  School 
F.ducation (MBOSE) leaves 
many people baffled. While 
the question paper leakage 
that plagued the Board ear­
lier had been addressed, the 
concern regarding the quality 
o f  textbooks prescribed re­
mains. O ne w onders whether 
there is any properly consti­
tuted expert committee that 
decides on the prescription 
o f  textbooks. Also, whether 
those textbooks prescribed 
have been subjected to  scru- 
tiny/rcview  by the experts. 
Further, the standard o f  the 
exam ination  conducted by 
the M BO SE leaves m uch 
to  be  desired. Exam ination 
to a large extent determines 
the quality o f  teaching and 
unless thcrc  a rc  exam ina­
tion reforms, the quality o f 
tcaching-lcaming cannot be 
improved. At present, teach­
ing  in M eghalaya is notes 
dictation centric with little 
emphasis on experiential and 
critical learning.

Recruitm ent is a m ajor 
issue that beleaguers educa­
tion. Corruption and nepo­
tism arc the order o f  the day 
w here merit is systematically 
undermined. The state o f  Me­
ghalaya ow es tremendously 
to those tcachcrs w hose ac­
tions led to  the exposure o f  
the white ink seam in the re­
cruitment o f  primary- school 
tcachcrs in the recent past. 
The functioning o f  the M e­
ghalaya Public Service Com­
mission. it seems is far below 
expectation and the genesis 
o f  this malaise is its non-insu­
lation from politics. T he very 
appointment o f  members o f 
the Commission itself raises 
huge questions about its cf- 
ficicncy. Appointments lo tlie 
commission arc mostly based

on politics rather than merit. 
From such an institution what 
can one expect? Recruitment 
in government-aided institu­
tions a lso  is not free from 
nepotism. There is  an urgent 
need to eliminate the scope o f  
nepotism in the recruitment 
o f  teachers. A w rong recruit­
ment spoils the future o f  not 
a few but hundreds or even 
thousands o f  s tudents and 
the damage continues for de­
cades. No amount o f  effort to 
improve education will bear 
fnnt once the quality o f  teach­
ers is compromised. Ncpotis- 
tic selection and appointment 
resu lt in  ine ffic ien t, poor, 
irresponsible, and unaccount­
able work culture.

D ue to the lack o f  proper 
planning, higher education in 
the state has an unbalanced 
g ro w th . M u sh room ing  o f  
schools require more tcach­
crs. But the sta te  severely  
lacks a dequa te  g row th  o f  
B .Ed. C olleges. Presently , 
many students from Megha­
laya have to  depend on onl inc 
c o u rse s  from  u n iv e rs itie s  
o u tside  the s ta te  for the ir 
B.F.d degree. It is a sad state 
o faffairs that even today Me­
ghalaya fails to set up profes­
sional. technical and adequate 
vocational institutions.

T he sad state o f  affairs o f  
education has impacted the 
quality o f  students. T his is 
revealed by the unsatisfactory 
performance o f  M eghalaya's 
students in the national level 
exam inations and com peti­
tions. A recent example is the 
student’s performance in the 
Central University Entrance 
Test for post-graduation ad­
mission in the central univer­
sities. If  North Fastcm Hill 
U niversity  decides to  d is ­
continue the extra wcightagc 
given to local students during 
a dm ission. I fear that they 
may be deprived o f  adm is­
sion and the campus will be 
flooded by students from out­
side the state. Further. I fear 
that tlie hurried establishment 
o fthc  state university without 
proper planning aimed a t by­
passing the CU ET will not 
serve  any purpose. Rather, 
the step taken by the Conrad 
governm ent m ay lead  to  a 
sp iraling decline  o f  higher 
education.

W ho will save education 
from completely drowning? 
Experiences hav e shown that 
money influenced, constitu­
ency and M LA schcmcs-ori- 
ented voters who elect busi- 
ncss-politicians. constituency 
and MLA schcnics-orientcd 
representatives are incapable 
and unw illing to o ffer a b ­
so lu tion . T his category  o f  
voters and representatives is 
without a vision and mission 
for the general welfare except 
for themselves. Time will tell 
w hether voters in the 2023 
election have become wiser 
to change our future for the 
be tter  o r rem ain the same 
o r become worse where the 
problem will be pushed fur­
ther up to  a point o f  no return 
the education system that wc 
prided ourselves on.

( The au thor is  A ssistant 
Professor, Political Science, 
S y n o d  C ollege and  fo rm e r  
General Secretary, M egha­
laya College Teachers' A s ­
sociation).

Politics & 
corruption

Editor.
Reading GF Shullai's let­

ter. 'Joining politics in order 
to corrupt’ (ST .an 5. 2023) 
rem inds m e o f Psalm  73. 
I lere the Psalm is; was jealous 
o f  those people v» ho enriched 
them selves with ill-gotten 
w ealth. He com plained to 
God how they could enjoy 
themselves while the just and 
honest people suffer. This 
is what he said, "they  arc 
not in trouble as other men. 
nor are  they p a ^ u c d  like 
other men. Therefore pride 
se rv e s a s  the ir neck lace , 
vio lence  covers them like 
a garment, their eyes bulge 
with abundance They have 
m ore than the heart could 
w ish  for. They s c o ff  and 
speak wickedly concerning 
oppression." Isn't th is what 
wc sec in most o f our politi­
cians today? Listen to what 
G od  show ed the Psalm ist 
.11c took him totnc sanctuary 
(1 louse o f  G od) and showed 
him their end. lie  saw  their 
end and confessed. "Then I 
understood what will hap­
pen to  the wicked. You will 
put them in slippery places 
and make them Tall to de­
struction. They are instantly

destroyed and go dow n to 
a h o rrib le  end . T hey  arc  
like a dream that goes away 
in the morning. W hen you 
rouse yourself. O  Lord they 
disappear. I was stupid as an 
animal. I did not understand 
you. Yet you hold me by the 
hand and guide me with your 
instruction and at the end you 
w ill receive me with honour. 
W hat else have I in heaven 
but you? Since I have you, 
what else could I warn on 
earth?"

It is a fact that no one 
f igh ts the  e lec tio n  to  b e ­
come corrupt but to w in. It 
is after winning that acquir­
ing w ealth seem s to be the 
only objective as it is most 
enticing and easy to achieve. 
H ence  they use a il k inds 
o f  unorthodox m ethods to 
enrich themselves. Histori­
cally the curse o f  ill-gotten 
w ea lth  has v is i ted  m any 
families to one, two or three 
generations. Now wc notice 
this even in one generation. 
Ihe predictions recorded in 
the Bible arc 100% reliable. 
Unless they repent, the fate 
o f  the conrupt is inevitable. 
I wish we all sec the writing 
on the  wall and flee from 
corrupt p racticcs. T hcrc is
no jo y  compared to a  .tinccrc 
and honest life.

Yours etc..
Torist Mark.

Via email

Secularism : 
A H eritage to 

Preserve
Editor,
The Preamble o f  our Con- 

stitution specifically states 
that India is a Secular. So­
cialist State. T he Supreme 
Court o f  India has held that 
"S ecu la rism ”  is  th e  basic 
feature o f  our Constitution 
and any State G overnment 
which fails to  uphold this 
basic fea ture  has no right 
to  continue. Secularism, as 
per the C onstitution is not 
an ti- re lig io n . Secu larism  
signifies giv ing equal dignity 
and respect to all religions. 
O f  course, it goes without 
saying that the Indian state 
has no religion o f  its own. 
nor for that matter can any 
re lig ion  claim  superio rity  
over another religion.

Jaw aharla l N ehru once 
said. "The allianceof religion 
and politics in the shape o f  
communalism is a most dan­
gerous alliance, and it yields 
the most abnorm al kind o f  
illegitimate brood...the com ­
bination o f  po litics and o f

re lig ion  in the na rrow est 
sense o f  tlie word, resulting 
in conim una po litics  is - 
there can be n» doubt-a most 
dangerous combination that 
is harmful to the country as 
a whole".

Independent India has  
m iserably failed to put an 
end  to the n m t dangerous 
combination of politics and 
religion -thecom m unal poli­
tics and ‘the «iost abnormal 
kind o f  illegitimate b rood ' 
continues lo wreak havoc in 
the nation. Wc have never 
stopped killings and raping 
people in the name o f  caste 
and relig ion ; wc have not 
conquered the evil o f  social 
and  econom ic inequalities 
even after 75 years o f  Inde­
pendence. Anyway, w ithin 
months o f  independence, bul­
le ts picrecd the very heart o f  
our secularism and tolerance
-  the M ahatnu.

On February 12, 1948, in 
a speech delivered to a  crowd 
o f  o v e r  a m illion  peop le  
gathered on tic  banks o f  the 
Ganges to  witness the immer­
sion o f  the Mahatma’s ashes, 
N ehru sa id , 'O u r  country 
gave birth to a mighty soul 
and he shone like a bcacon 
not only for Irdia but for the 
whole world. And yet he w as 
done to death by one o f  our 
own brothers and compatri­

ots. How did th is happen? 
You might think that it was 
an act of madness, but that 
does not explain this tragedy. 
It could only occur bccausc 
the seed for it w as sown in 
the poison o f  hatred and en­
mity that spread throughout 
the country and affcctcd so 
many o f  our people. Out o f 
that seed grew this poisonous 
plant. It is the duty o f  all o f  us 
to fight this poison o f  hatred 
and ill will."

Have wc fought this poi­
son o f  hatred and could wc 
eliminate the poisonous plant 
from the country? Wc have 
w itn e sse d  the  d isa s tro u s  
e ffe c ts  o f  th is  p o isonous 
plan t. S even ty -five  years 
after independence, it seems 
that this poisonous plant has 
spread its roots deep down 
in the collective psyche o f  
the nation dism antling our 
secular democracy which has 
been laboriously built on the 
foundation o f  plurality and 
diversity.

If India a s a nation has 
to  march tow ards progress 
and all-around dev elopment, 
it can ill a ffo rd  to endure 
social and communal hatred 
any longer. This is the least 
wc can do to protect the im­
age o f  Babasahcb Dr. B.R.
A mbcdkar, the architect o f  
the document embodying our

Constitution. And that would 
be tlie best way to observe the 
Republic Day this year.

Yours etc., 
Dr Omarlin Kyndiah.

Via email

N PP versus 
UDP

Editor.
Reference to your news 

item captioned “ N PP calls 
U D P b ird  o f  fair w eather 
"  (ST January 21. 2023). 1 
was amused to note that NPP 
m o urn fu lly  acc u scd  the ir  
coalition partner U DP to be a 
bird o f  fair weather.

But the first Chief Minister 
advisor o f  NPP at one time 
sa id . "In po lities there are 
no pe rm anent friends and 
permanent foes." This phrase 
is universally practical and I 
really appreciate it and Icamt 
from it. I hope the NPP too 
may Icam and agree with their 
C hief advisor’s ethical view.

Yours etc. 
Svetlana Wankhar 

Shillong-1
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D octors against health

The curious case of 
doctors opposing the 
Right to Health bill

By Pavitra Mohan and Jagdish Rattanani
A landivark bill that prom ­

ises to  make healthcare  a 
fundam cn al right has run 
into an ugly, unseemly and 
odd  opposition  from  p ri­
vate hospiuls and doctors, a 
group that should have been 
delighted that the people at 
last have a  right that is often 
denied ev en 75 years after In- 
dcpcndcnc:. The opposition 
from doctors is a t its peak in 
the State o f Rajasthan, where 
the Assembly has led the na­
tion in bringing the bill and in 
making the efforts to pass it 
even though it ran into sonic 
rough weather earlier. The 
bill, which was meant to be 
passed in a previous session, 
was referred to  a select com ­
mittee anti will com c up for 
a vote in the current session 
o r  the Assembly.

The feisty and  perplex­
ing  opposition  by private  
hospitals and doctors stands 
in the face o f  a strong civil 
society novem en t to sup­
port tlie bi I. which seeks to 
provide fr:c  the full range 
o f  health s:rviccs at public 
health facifitics to all persons 
in the State o f  Rajasthan, as 
a m a tte r c f  right. The bill 
builds on wisdom that Ins led 
to models like the National 
Health Serv ice (NHS) in the 
UK and o n e r  developed so­
cieties in luiropc. Mr. N.Y.E. 
Bevan. H ealth M inister o f

m cnl scheme callcd C hief 
Minister Durghatna Bccma 
Yojana. coupled  w ith the 
Chiranjccvi Yojana. the State 
version o f  Pradhan Mantri 
Jan A rogya Yojana (PM - 
JAY). This scheme provides 
for free emergency care o f  
all acc iden t v ictim s, irre­
spective o f  their insurance 
status. Government can and 
should consider enlarging 
it to include all emergency 
care. Finally, som ccostscan 
be absorbed by the hospitals 
which have received benefits 
from  the  gove rn m e n t in 
the form o f  land subsidies, 
and an in-flow o f  patients 
th ro u g h  the  C h ira n jcc v i 
Scheme etc.

T he sccond  dem and is

d is tr ic t and  S ta te  health  
au tho ritie s . W hile  it is a 
fair demand, thcrc is a need 
to  enlarge the represen ta­
tion o f  healthcare providers 
to  inc lude  no t on ly  d o c ­
tors. but also nurses, ANMs 
and A SHAs, who provide a 
large proportion o f  primary 
healthcare to  rural popula­
tions. Also, as civil society 
groups have demanded, the 
representation should most 
importantly includccivil so ­
ciety groups, patients’ groups 
and citizens* groups.

The third significant dc-

England fr;>m 1945 to  1951, 
and the architect o f  the NHS 
had proclaim ed w ay back 
then that "Illness is neither an 
indulgence for which people 
have to  pay nor an oflenec 
for w hich they should  be 
penalised, but a misfortune 
the cost for which should be 
shared by fic community."

In India as many as 50 to 
60 million people sink into 
poverty on account o f  health 
bills, accoiding to data cilcd 
at the Asia Health Conference
2020 organised by the C ll. 
The latest National Health 
Accounts released last year 
noted that out-of-pocket ex­
penditure all over India was 
Rs. 2.88 lakh crore in 2018- 
19. com prising 53.23%  o f  
current health expenditure so 
that households spent more 
than the government.

Rajasthan will be the first 
State to give a firm push to 
the movement to end all this, 
c reating  the right dem and 
m o m c n tim  for a s im ila r  
adoption across the nation. 
H ow ever, the State  a s so ­
ciation o f  doctors, especially 
those representing private 
doctors and private hospitals 
have opposed the bill tooth 
and  nail. They have even 
threatened to  go on strike if  
the bill is rot rolled back.

They have three signifi­
cant dcmard.t, none o f  which
arc about improving the bill 
fo r  the  pa tien ts. T he b ill 
m akes a significant provi­
s ion : any  em ergency care 
will be provided cashless and 
free o f  cost to all residents, at 
a public o ra  private facility. 
This is significant as it has the 
potential to save thousands o f 
lives by ensuring that a sick 
patient is p rovided tim ely 
care in such a situation at the 
closest facility, irrespective 
o f  their ab lity to  pay. So. it 
is even more baffling as to 
why doctors arc opposed to 
a provision that would save 
lives.

T h crc  is a fear am ong 
private providers that the cost 
o f  giv ing emergency care is 
unpredictable and m ay be 
very high, .n many ways, the 
fear is exaggerated given that 
only a fraction o f  all emer­
gencies are going to  land up 
at a private facility. Secondly, 
many emergencies will not 
entail high ;osts in stabilising 
the paticn! before sending 
him o r her io a public facility. 
For example, most patients 
with convulsions will require 
inexpensive care during the 
acute phate. Thirdly, there 
already exists a State govcrn-

mand is around removing 
the provision that restricts 
appealing to the civil courts 
any matters that arc pend­
ing  before  the  g riev a n ce
icdiessat incclhuiisiit se t up 
under the act. Legal experts 
have commented that such 
a restriction in any ease is 
bad in law, and is against the 
right to justice. Government 
should have no difficulty in 
removing such a provision.

T he R ajasthan righ t to 
health act is an act in the 
r ig h t d irec tio n , and  w ill 
provide a legal framework 
for p rogressive  im prove­
ment in strengthening public 
health systems, and ensur­
ing  equ itab le  healthcare . 
Columbia is a small country 
in Latin America. In 1993, 
the country’s health system 
was built on the foundation 
o f  a strong right to  health 
act. O ver the next twenty 
years, the act provided the 
constitu tional foundation  
on which progressive, pro- 
pcoplc health reforms, some 
o f  them through the inter­
vention o f  the court, invok­
ing the Act. Wc can hope 
for a sim ilar trajectory for 
Rajasthan, followed by  Other 
States. It is time for doctors* 
associations to keep people’s 
interest topmost, and con­
structively engage with the 
government to allow for the 
passage o f  an Act with suit­
able improvements. Any win 
for the people will be a win 
for the doctors as well.

India cannot remain un­
mindful o f  the huge inequal­
ities in access to healthcare. 
W hile on one  hand, those 
with means can access state- 
of-the-art healthcare by pay­
ing huge sum s in  private  
hospitals, the poor continue 
to  avoid seeking treatment, 
or are mistreated in overbur­
dened and under-resourced 
public hospitals. The Right- 
to -hcalth  A ct. backed by 
adequate budgetary alloca­
tions and legal commitments 
to ensure access to quality 
healthcare  w ithout incur­
ring a financial burden on 
families, can make health­
care equitable, humane and 
responsive.

(Dr.Pavitra M ohan is a 
a t-fo  under o f  Basic Health­
care Services. a Rajasthan- 
based non-profit tha t runs 
prim ary  healthcare servic­
es. Jagdish R attanani is  a 
journalist and  facu lty  m em ­
ber at SP JIM R . H en s are 
personal) (Syndicate: The 
Million Press) (e-mail: cdi- 
loKathebillionpress.org)
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“Set your goals high, and don't stop 
fill you get there. ”

—  Bo Jackson
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Day o f  sym bolism
SYMBOLISM m atters, but this need not neces­
sarily be a refection o f  real life. The Republic 
Day on Thursday occasioned the spectacular 
presence o f  labourers and street vendors in the 
VIP gallery, which was so far filled exclusively 
by the m oversand shakers o f  capital Delhi. This 
time, a  select group o f  those w ho “m ove” bricks 
on their head for construction works or “ shake” 
the footpaths with their vending kits were given 
the pride o f  place alongside the usual pack o f  
VVIPs. This was a sight to behold, but alas, 
this feel-good image contrasted starkly with 
the real life struggles o f  India’s large army o f  
poor, a contrast as striking and intense as  be­
tween black and white. Clearly. Prime M inister 
Narendra Modi who leads the nation from the 
front for a second consecutive term  in office has 
often demonstrated his penchant for such fancy 
gestures or flights o f  fancy.

The two Presidents that Modi and the BJP 
installed in office were from the socially and 
econom ically most-deprived segments; namely 
a Dalit in the form o f  Ramnath Kovind and a 
tribal as in Droupadi Murmu. Nothing goes to 
show  that beyond the sym bolism , the cause o f  
these sections o f  the society w as taken forward 
in any significant m anner by such gestures. For 
the prim e m inister and the ruling party w ield­
ing all the powers, the ways and m eans are 
many to uplift the poor and deprived sections. 
Unfortunately, despite the change o f  several 
governments in Independent India in its past 75 
years, these segments remain mostly where they 
were generations ago. The Global Hunger Index 
2022 has ranked India so low- at 107 on a scale 
o f  121 nations. Overall too, less than 10 percent 
o f  the population keeps with them 90 per cent 
o f  the nation’s wealth through generations. The 
ground realities — and not the Indian govern­
m ent’s claim s o f  the nation’s rise to being the 
fifth largest economic pow er -- vouch for this. 
Wealth for India is certainly not the problem, 
bu t its  c o n cen tra tio n  in a few  h a n d s  is.

The governm ent’s resort to  such sym bol­
isms might be viewed as a clever ploy to keep 
social tempers under control by giving the poor 
a feeling that they too have a stake in India’s 
grow th and prosperity. The poor caught in their 
daily struggle for survival have neither the time 
nor the inclination to see through such games. 
They live on hope through generations, some 
have risen absvc the poverty line by dent o f  
sheer hard work or by luck, but the rest are 
condem ned tc a life o f  slavery to the affluent 
sections o f  society.

Capable people do 
not need freebies

In understanding devel­
opment. there is something 
called 'capability  approach.’ 
The basic premise is that it 
is the complete opposite o f  
’welfare approach.* In w el­
fare. the  em phasis is on giv­
ing money or com m odities 
for uplifting o f  people w ith­
out knowledge o f  the ground 
situation. For example, giv­
ing com puters and bicycles 
to all people without assess­
ing w ho needs a com puter 
and who needs a bicycle is 
a blind intervention for de­
velopment. In capability, the 
em phasis is  on interventions 
for the well-being o f  people 
by leveraging on their capa­
bilities and competencies. It 
is about im provem ents 
in w ell-being by factor­
ing and tapping into the 
cap a b ility  o f  a  person.
For exam ple, do not give
rompnfi'r*; o r hirycle*. In
everyone: rather, crcatc  
an enabling environm ent 
and do assessment so that 
those who know com put­
ers w ill open say a desk 
(op publishing house and 
those w ho know how to 
ride a bicycle will stan  a 
home delivery business.

Although the capabil­
ity  app ro a ch  to  d e v e l­
o p m e n t c a n  be  tra c e d  
to con tribu tions by A dam  
Sm ith  and  K arl M arx: its 
contemporary application is 
credited to Amartya Sen. "I he 
central idea o f  the  approach 
is to bu ild  on  capab ilities  
th rough  an e n a b lin g  and 
nurtu ring  env ironm en t so 
that everyone can work on 
their well-being. The world 
at large has shifted from w el­
fare towards capability. But. 
when it comes to Meghalaya, 
it is a matter o f  concern that 
the po litica l parties them ­
selves are still making people 
's laves to  welfare".

To stan w ith, the N PP 's 
FO CUS has totally lost its 
link  w ith c ap a b ility . T he
schcm c is m eant for fann ­
ers to produce com petitive 
ag ricu ltu ra l p roducts  and 
inc rease  incom e. T he in ­
herent nature and  goal o f  
the  schem e  is good . But, 
producing competitive prod­
uc ts  a lso  req u ire s  p roper 
in frastruc tu re  fo r farm ing 
and com bined with a very 
effective m arketing network 
m aybe in a public-private  
p a rtn e rsh ip  m o d e . I f  th e  
farmers are not assured o f  a 
profitable market then they 
w ould be  de -m otivatcd  to
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produce. A lso, production 
would be  im possible in the 
absence o f  inigation facili­
ties. approach roads, quality 
checks and packaging help. 
The outcom e is that instead 
o f  im proving the capabilities 
o f  the farmers. FOCUS has 
turned into a men: freebie 
due  to  bad  judgem en t by 
the government. It has been 
turned into a w elfare gim ­
mick. The ground reality is 
that the money is being used 
for all other purposes apart 
from fanning. It is a vicious 
cycle with no end. Tltc fann­
ers who went to the  FOCUS 
public meetings recently did

e cosystem  is  requ ired  for 
employment. In fact, many 
youth a rc  unem ployed not 
because o f  lack o f  money; 
rather, the lack o f  a robust 
inv e stm e n t e n v iro n m en t, 
m arketing  p rob lem s, poor 
d r iv e  an d  m o tiv a tio n . In 
m ost like lihood, the  TMC 
c a rd s  w ill o n ly  resu lt in  
localised inflation if  it is not 
m atchcd  w ith an  increase  
in production o f  goods and 
services. The econom ics is 
simple. W hen you give  free 
money to  many but the sup­
ply o f  goods in the market 
remains the same, the result 
is inflation.

so with only o ic  objective in 
mind to gaii: access to free 
and unaccoumablc cash. The 
spirit o f  the farmer is killed 
and the essence o f  capability 
forw cll-beingsilently laid to 
rest. The main culprit here is 
the MDA government.

T he case o f TM C Megha­
laya is  equally  intriguing. 
T he W E (w oncn  empower­
ment) and MYE (Meghalaya 
youth empowerment) cards 
promises a  monthly financial 
return to  w otrcn and unem­
ployed youth i f  it com es to 
power. It is true tha t such 
schem es arc  also practiccd 
in other courtrics. In fact, 
l ite ra tu re  show s tha t this 
concept is mc-stly prevalent 
in developed countries. But. 
here lies the difference. In 
those countries it is known 
as social sccirity  scheme or 
unem ploym ent a llow ance. 
H ad the sam e nomenclatures 
been used here in Meghalaya 
too. then it would not have 
been too much o f  a p rob ­
lem. Openly claiming that it 
would provide employment 
and create opportunities is 
misleading. This is because 
money is not ihe only factor 
for well-being. A dynam ic

Amidst all this, the truth 
is that the political parties o f  
M eghalaya a re  destroy ing  
the positive and hardworking 
m ind-set o f  the people. In­
stead o f  looking into well-bc- 
ing through capabilities, the 
emphasis is still on welfare. 
To many, a party candidate 
who can give money is good 
and vice versa. T his chronic 
c a n c e r  is  e a tin g  in to  the  
psyche o f  the society. Wel­
fare mind-set rules the  roost. 
A s a result, the people have 
becom e less com petitive , 
more lethargic, poor future 
outlook and  with uncertain 
career planning. In the  niral 
arcas o f  M eghalaya, many 
parents a rc  question ing  as 
to why they should be send­
ing their children to school? 
They sec no point. T he real 
reason for this is tha t w c are 
not looking to  build on the 
capabilities o f  the students. 
Till today, the thinking is 'I  
go to school so  tliat I can find 
a good jo b ',  w hen in truth 
school and  education  as a 
whole is meant for building 
the capabilities, confidcnce 
and personality o f  the youth. 
This will m ake them capable 
o f  doing things on their own.

It is o f  g rave  conccm  that 
the people a t large arc not 
lo ok ing  a t cap a b ility  and  
w ell-being and pushing the 
governm ents to act a s such. 
On the other hand, the politi­
cal panics make merry o f  this 
fact and take full advantage 
o f  it com e every election.

In M eghalaya, the so lu­
tions for w ell-being through 
capabilit ies developm ent arc 
not difficult to fathom. This 
is because much has not been 
done on these grounds. G ov­
ernm ent jobs arc still there. 
H ow ever, there  is a need 
to  look beyond M PSC. For 
example, the UPSC and SSC 
recruitments arc continuous. 
I f  wc look tow ards these  

opportunities many o f  the 
youth would find em ploy­
ment. W hat is  needed is 
a  system atic intervention 
o f  c o a c h in g  c e n tre s  so
lhat ihcy »n* i*mpnw«*r«yl
to  b rea k  th ro u g h  these  
competitive examinations. 
I f  th is intervention is  too 
much for the government, 

[ then a schem e o f  public- 
p r iv a tc  p a rtn e rsh ip  can 
help. T here a re  many good 
teachcrs in Shillong who 
can help build competitive 
capabilities. In one discus­
sion, a  state governm ent 
o f llc c r  sta te d  tha t i f  the 

villagers o f  M eghalaya were 
given w ater and roads then 
they would have more ag ri­
cultural produce which can 
be marketed for the ir better 
livelihoods. H e is absolutely 
right! I f  only the MDA gov­
ernm ent would FO CUS on 
th is . T h e  o th e r  a re as  are  
sports developm ent to really 
tap into thccapabiliticsofthc 
sports persons. A state un i­
versity so  that the many tliat 
deserve good and affordable 
education  can rea lise  their 
true potential, ctc. Yes, not to 
forget the actual tourism po­
tential that can be  achieved 
through better planning and 
strict implementation ofbc3t 
practices through (at least) 
som e regulations.

In the end, a s  per observa­
tions it is found that the quan­
tum o f  freebies has gone up 
in 2023 as compared to 2018. 
T he stakes are higher now. 
But. the good thing is that the 
voices o f  opposition to  elec­
tion freebies have also in­
creased. Is it enough to  make 
a differcncc? NVc will come 
to know on March 2, 2023. 
(T h e  w r i te r  te a c h e s  a t  
N E H U : E m a il - ben jam i-  
n 2 t  in@ yahoo.co,In)

Constitution
diluted

Editor.
W hat happened  in Tc- 

langana in connection with 
celebration o f  Republic Day 
can be term ed as dilution o f  
the Constitution and that by 
the C h ief Minister o f  a state 
which is holding on  to  the 
past a fte r  sw earing in  the 
nam e o f  the Constitution. 
Such an  ac t by  the C h ie f  
M inister is highly objection­
able and  the High Court had 
to  intervene in the matter. 
A few  days ago, a rally was 
organised where about five 
lakh people pan ic  pated and 
fourch icf ministers attended 
w ithou t fo llow ing  C ov id  
protocols. To fulfil any polit­
ical aspiration, corstitutional 
norms should not be violated 
such a s  the Tclanjana C hief 
M inister not a ttending the 
function a t the Raj Bhavan. 
Assembly elections are due 
th is year and such type o f  
politics being played is not 
in good taste.

As far as dilution o f  the 
C onstitu tion  is  concerned 
the presen t w ar  o f  w ords 
between the Supreme Court 
and the Union Government 
is an example. The statement 
o f  Law minister, Kiren Rijiju 
is  not in  good  tis te  w hen 
he  stated that governm ent 
is  answ’crab lc  to  the pub ­
lic w hereas suprem e court 
ju d g e s  a re  free  from any  
accountability.

Recently similar Incidents 
also happened in Tmiil Nadu 
where the Constitution was 
miserably d iluted In Tamil

N adu repo rts are em ana t­
ing abou t th e  d ifferences 
betw een  the C h ie f  M in is­
te r  a n d  G o v ern o r, w here  
the latte r un ila tera lly  p ro ­
posed that the name Tamil 
Nadu should be changed to 
‘T am izhagam ,’ because he 
thinks it "a more appropriate 
nam e.”  T he G overnor has 
also started using it in official 
com m unications. N eedless 
to  say . such  im pe tuosity  
lia> angcicd  tile M L A s o f  
Tamil Nadu, a state in w hich 
regional feelings arc very- 
strong and which witnessed 
an ti-H in d i a nd  an ti-no rth  
India agitations not very long 
ago. It is gross misconduct 
on the part o f  the  G overnor 
to  changc th e  nam e o f  the 
state where he is expcctcd to 
“preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution." His deci­
sion w as not just unilateral 
but also against the express 
w ishes o f  a dem ocratically 
clectcd G overnment. A press 
co m m u n iq u e  re leased  by 
the G overnor's House said. 
" T h e re  has been  re g re s ­
sive politics with the wrong 
habit o f  refusing everything 
that benefits all' sections o f  
people including academ i­
cians, blindly for their ow n 
interests, claim ing that tlic 
state is  not integrally part o f  
India." T hat m ay be correct, 
but is it the jo b  o f  the G ov­
ernor to  reform  the politics 
in the state? And even if  a 
G overnor w ants to do some­
thing that may be deem ed as 
political, should he o r  she 
do  that w ithout taking the 
Government o f  the state into 
confidence?

A G overnor should not 
convey the wrong message

that he  is  w ork ing  at the 
instructions o f  the BJP. The 
c o u n try  h ad  a lre ad y  w it­
nessed such conflicts in West 
Bengal and w e  also see such 
news emanating from Kerala 
where there w as tussle be­
tween the Governor and Vice 
Chancellors o f  universities. 
Such actions tarnish the im ­
age o f  the country. This year 
w e have to be more vigilant 
as the G- 20 confcrencc will 
be held in India and various 
program m es in this regard 
w ill be held across the coun­
try. Such undemocratic steps 
w ill be h ighlighted by the 
foreign media. Hence gov­
ernors and  c h ic f  m inisters 
should come to the negoti­
ating  table and solve m at­
ters amicably. T he D M K 's 
reaction is on expected lines. 
Senior leader TR Baalu said, 
“ He (Ravi] makes statements 
that are factually incorrect 
and potentially dangerous." 
The consequences a re  also 
not unexpected: a  Constitu­
tional logjam in the state.

On the basis o f  the  above 
instances w e can say that all 
the concerned should refrain 
from diluting the C onstitu­
tion.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A dvice for 
LPG users

Editor.
It is no denying that LPG 

c y lin d e r  liavc re iv e d  Un­
people w ell. T he G overn­
ment o f  India c lass ifies  it 
as an explosive and it falls

under E xplosive A cts. By 
law LPG cylinders should 
be  hom e delivered  but in 
m ost cases this is violated 
and people ax* expcctcd to 
pick them up from a ccrtain 
point where the truck loaded 
with LPG halts. The gas has 
no smell but scientists who 
pul safety before everything 
else pu t a chemical methyl 
mcrcaptan or methancthiol 
which is a colourless flam­
m able gas with a d is tinct 
odour like rotien eggs. W hen 
there is leakage, the smell 
prompts intelligent users to  
switch oft'the regulator, take 
the c y linder into the  open 
and call the agency to have it 
replaced. Tlic agency cannot 
repair the regulator as it is 
unlawful and deals w ith the 
valve. It is  heard from sonic 
that the rubber seal a s well 
is attem pted lo be replaced. 
The duty o f  LPG users is to 
have the  cylinder replaced 
and  agencies a rc  equipped 
with a manometer to  check 
leakage.

O ne  su g g e s tio n  w h ile  
picking up  a cylinder is  to 
choose the ncv ly  red painted 
ones over these old dccolo- 
niscd ones. Wc can’t depend 
on the  bottling p lan ts  that 
bottle lakhs o f cylinders per 
day to  be cent percent inves­
tigative and perfect. W hile 
collec ting  the cylinder, be 
ready w ith a little  drop  o f  
w ater. T he distributor will 
be too  happy to  open the 
cork to  let the consum er put 
sonic drops o f water on the 
body o f  the cylinder. If there 
arc bubbles in the water the 
d is tribu to r s io u ld  rep lace  
it w ith a safe one. But it is 
not know n if the defective

cylinders arc marked. M ark­
ing helps the bottling plants 
to  junk the cylinder when it 
reaches them.

U nfortunate ly  c onsum ­
ers are too happy ju st to  get 
their quota o f  cylinder, after 
which they hire a taxi and on 
reaching home if  they find 
the cylinder leaking would 
have to hire another cab to 
return the leaked cylinder. 
Hence consum ers have to 
s|>cnd alm ost about R s 1800 
on the single cylinder.

Few years ago. a particu­
lar Deputy Com m issioner. 
E ast K hasi H ills w as far­
sighted enough to  see  the 
p ro b lem s a nd  p a s se d  an 
order to  localise the consum ­
e rs  v is-a -v is  agency . Fo r 
e xam p le , ISB T  M aw iong 
agen c y  can n o t su p p ly  to  
Madanrting. I wonder i f  this 
order still stands o r has been 
rescinded.

L ast bu t no t le ast, the  
stove, the regulator and tubc( 
which should be rubber not 
plastic should have the  ISI 
(Indian Standard Industries) 
marking. Unfortunately, the 
governm en t o f  the d ay  is 
never serious on this main 
requirement and unmindful 
consum ers w ho w an t the  
best a nd  sa fest a nd  d o n 't 
comprom ise on the cost arc 
alw ays heavily duped. It is 
high tim e the Lok A dalat is 
revived to save unmindful 
consum ers from com panies 
diat try to dupe them. With 
genuine ISI parts the con­
sum er is guaranteed safety 
and wc will not hear tragic 
new s o f  loss o f  lives due to 
gas explosions.

In the beginning o f 2022. 
w e heard o f  the Lunimawbah

fire  inc ident. Fortunately, 
there were no loss o f  lives. In 
Novem ber last in Mookyn- 
dur, tw o little children per­
ished in a fire involving gas 
explosion and very recently 
at M aw bah, tw o  p recious 
lives w ere lost. These trag­
edies keep repeating but the 
government o f  the day never 
cares to do  a post-morteni 
to  find out the  cause o f  fire 
and to  raise awareness and
oiganisc woikshops to  save 
lives. It w ould appear that 
hum an life today  is  o f  no 
worth at all.

Until 2019 w e heard o f  
the sa les  m anagers o f  In- 
danc organising a 2- month 
long w orkshop on safety o f  
gas usage bu t few attended. 
Educating the users is the 
prerogative o f  the govern ­
ment.

In big c itie s  piped  sup ­
ply o f  LPG has m ade life 
com fo rtab le  and safer for 
consumers. All that the con­
sum er n eeds to  do  is  use 
the m obile  phone to  call 
th e  com pany  say ing  h e / 
she needs LPG refilling. A 
few minutes later there is a 
response from the company. 
O f  course, w e cannot cxpcci 
th is to  happen in  our state 
even  in the  next ccntury. 
Hence w c should adopt safer 
m easu res w h ile  hand ling  
LPG cylinders.

Yours ctc.,
W. Passah.
Nongkrem

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
ihc v iew s o f  the >vri«cr.V
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

‘Mood of the nation’ survey forecasts 
third term o f Narendra Modi

Projections are far 
from the ground  

political reality in 2023
By Sttshil Kutty

T h e  resu lts o f  y e t a n ­
o the r ‘M ood o f  the N ation ' 
su rvey  is out and  the sum ­
m ary  is. i f  elec tions w ere 
he ld  today, the  B haratiya  
Janata  P a ly  will rule again. 
T hat is standard g ravy  for 
th o se  on  th e  B JP g ra v y  - 
train . D oesn 't m a tte r that 
the hostage m edia no  m at­
ter w hat the truth w ill jum p 
to do the BJP 's bidding, and 
predict to keep Prim e M in­
ister N arendra M odi happy. 
So. the day a fte r  M odi told 
B JP leaders to fan out and 
bccom e friends with 
M uslim s, a lso  to I
n o t  sp e a k  " i l l ” 
o f  film s, the  so- 
callcd  ‘Godi M e­
d ia ' w ere  falling 
o v e r  p rais ing
th e  P r im e  
M in i s t e r 's  
M uslim  out-

•VI.

-

question  s 
w ho is the 
hypocrite, 
th e  Prim e 
M i n i s -  f ]  
te r  o r  the  W 
m ainstream  ” 
m edia? Con­
t r a s t  M o d i’s 
d ik ta t  to th e  
lik e s  o f  U tta r  
P ra d esh  C h ic f  
M in i s te r  Y o g i 
A d ity a n a th . a n d  
M a d h y a  P ra d e sh  
H o m e  M in i s t e r  
Narrotairi M ishra 
on  B ollyw ood 
film s, wiih his 
r e s p o n s e  to  
th e  BBC doc- 
m cntary India: T he M odi 
Q uestion ’.

It is  okay for M odi i f  
th e  Shah rukh  K han  film  
’Pathaan’ demon i/e  s the In­
dian  Arm y and  hum anizes 
the notorious Pakistani spy 
agency  ISI. In the m ovie. 
Pathaan , p layed  by SRK, 
c o llab o ra te s  w ith  an ISI 
agent, played by D ccpika 
Padukone , to  sa v e  Ind ia  
from the n a ch in a tio n so fa  
rogue RAW agent, an ex- 
Indian A rmy officer Param 
Vir Chakra. played by John 
A braham , w ho  w an ts  to  
d ro p  a  ‘sm a llpox  bomb* 
on  D elhi.

Q u es t io n  is , ho w  d id  
ihe Central Board o f  F ilm  
C e rtif ica tio n  (C B F C ) a l ­
low  such a  negative  por­
trayal o f  the Indian A nny  
to  g o  unchallenged? A nd to 
think, thccn tire  pre-release 
brouhaha w as over the *Ue- 
sharam  Rang’o f  D eepika 's 
bikini!

T h e  l id i a n  A rm y  c an  
be  besm irched, its honour 
gu illo tined  a t the a lta r  o f  
B o llyw ood  su c cc ss . and  
B JP 's out "each to Pasmanda 
M uslim s, but w hen a  C on ­
gress  leader a sk s lo r prool 
o f  the 2016 surgical strike, 
th e  C o n g re ss  is  b randed  
an ti-Indian Arm y!

T h e  e le c tro n ic  m e d ia  
d o c s  no t see  th e  d o u b le  
standards o f  the M odi gov ­
e rn m e n t, and  lha t o f  the  
Bharatiyj. Janata Party, the 
party  steeped in hypocrisy, 
its nationalistic bom bast to 
get bo th  gullible and funda­
mentalist 11 indus to vote for 
the  B JP .vith the prom ise  
to  resurrect Hindu tem ples 
from the nether w orld, and 
enact UCC and  N RC. and 
the C A A

A d if f e r e n t  g e n re  o f  
prom ises w ill be held forth 
to  the Pasm anda, and  then 
fo rg o t tc i  a t th e  a l ta r  o f  
expediency . B JP  sp o k e s­
person Sam bit Patra. w ho 
w ould say any th ing  to  help 
im prove the Prim e M inis­
te r 's  image, tw eeted the  a c ­
com plishm ents o f  the M odi 
governm ent and  dem anded 
lha t M od be  given  another 
te rm . no. acknow led g ing  
tha t the Hindu hordes w ho 
voted Modi in 2014 d id  it 
for pu re ly  H indu  o b je c ­
tives. I f  Modi je ttisons H in­
d u  dcnia»ds for Pasm anda 
appeasem ent, it w o n 't help

le r  t

J t*  %

the  BJP.
M odi is in for a  surprise 

in 2024. T he 'M ood  o f  the 
N ation ' survey o f  the Modi- 
friendly m edia house that 
carricd  ou t the  "M ood o f  
the N ation" survey, jum ped 
the  gun . C hances a re  M odi 
w o u ld  fac e  a  H in d u tv a  
backlash i f  he gets too over 
the  top  w ith his Pasm anda 
o u trea ch . T h e  P asm an da  

them selves w ou ldn 't 
r c c ip r o c a tc  w ith  

th e  s a m e  M od i 
zeal and  fervour. 
A nd the pollster 

c o n d u c t e d  
th e  p o ll in g  
b e fo r e  th e  

M od i T he 
Q u e s t i o n '  

d o c u m e n ta ­
ry  po le -axed  
‘ M o d i- th c -  
V i s h w a g u -  
r u ’ .

W ith  th e  
im p re s s io n s  
o f  G u ja r a t  
20 0 2  r e s u r ­
r e c t e d  in  
the India o f
2 0 2 3 .  th e  
p o l l  c a l ­
c u la tio n s  
n e e d  to  
be looked 

a fre sh . A nd  
th e  r a m i ­
f i c a t i o n s  
o f  ‘ In d ia :  
T h e  M o d i 

Q uestion* is 
o n ly  b eg in n in g  
to  un fo ld . M ore 
q u e s tio n s  w ou ld  
be  a sked  and  the 
answ ers cou ld  be 

unsettling. T he 
‘m o o d  o f  the  
na tio n 's ay s  the 

BJP w ill w in 284 
sea ts  i f  e lec tions w ere  held 
today. T he C ongress cam p 
will bag 191 seats.

W h a t h a s  e x c ite d  ihe  
B JP is the “ revelation”  that 
Prim e M in ister  N arcndra  
M od i w ith  a  72 p e rc en t 
r a tin g  re m a in s  th e  N o. 1 
popular leader. A nd Rahul 
G andhi lags by a  d istance 
desp ite  the Bharat Jodo Ya- 
tra. A s m any a s  37 percent 
re sp o n d e n ts  s a id  B h a ra t 
Jodo  Yatra w ould not help 
Rahul against M odi. W ho 
a rc  these naysayers?

T h e  s u r v e y  s a y s  th e  
M odi g o v e rn m e n t's  b ig ­
g e s t  a c h ie v e m e n t is  the  
“ handling o f  the Covid-19 
p a n d e m ic " , fo llo w ed  by 
the  a b ro g a tio n  o f  A rticle  
370. T h ere 's  a  lesson there 
for M odi: I f  he  w an ts  to  
w in 400+  scats in  2024. he 
cannot look less H indutva 
than he w as in 2014. and 
in  2019. T he Frankenstein 
the  BJP c reated , and  Modi 
nurtured, w ill bite  w here  it 
hurts most.

M odi is  r isk ing  h is a c ­
c e p ta b i l i ty  w ith  a  la rg e  
chunk  o f  h is dichard  su p ­
porters. T he sccular-strcak 
ihcy sec  in  him  is erod ing  
support. M odi appears be 
blind to the risk he is taking. 
T he hardcore are  shifting lo 
m onk Yogi A dityanath who 
has no illusions o f  becom ­
ing ‘Vishwaguru*.

T h e  b e l i e f  is  g a in in g  
g ro u n d  tha l P rim e  M in ­
ister N arcndra  M odi w ill 
do  any th ing  for universal 
acccp tance . I le  w ants to  be 
rem em bered a s a  statesm an 
in the m ould o f  Jaw aharlal 
N ehru. A nd for that lie is 
no t trusted by a  large sec­
tion o f  those w ho voted him 
in 2014. and  in  2019.

T he "M ood  o f  tlic N a­
tion” survey d id n 't ask the 
r ig h t q u e s t io n s  b e c a u se  
u nseen  ha p p en in g s o v e r­
took  ev e ry o n e  invo lved . 
T h e  d o c u m e n ta r y  ‘T h e  
M odi Q u e s t io n 'h a sn 't  left 
th e  P a sm a n d a  M u slim s  
un touched . A ll b rands o f  
M uslim s everyw here  have 
been jo lted  back to 2002. 
I f  Prim e M inister N arcndra 
M odi con tinues to live  in 
h is  ’V ishw aguru ' castle, he
will find h im self  c.isllcd in
th is gam e o f  chess in w hich 
he thinks he is grandmaster. 
(/PA Service,)
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Gandhi’s image 
under scrutiny

M o h a n d a s  K a ra m c h a n d  “ M a h a tm a ” G an d h i 
r e m a in s , e v e n  75 y e a r s  a f te r  h is  a s s a s s in a ­
t io n . a u .tc fu l sy m b o l fo r  m a n y  in  In d ia . F o r  

s e c u la r is ts ,  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  c o u n try 's  in d e p e n d e n c e  
m o v e m en t re p re se n ts  an  im a g in e d  Ind ia  o f  th e  p a s t. 
F o r th e  c u rre n t  g o v e rn m e n t,  he is  a m e a n s  by  w h ic h  
it c a n  s o f te n  its in te r n a t io n a l  im a g e .

In  h is  2002  e ssay , a c a d e m ic  A sh is  N an d y , m e n ­
tio n e d  fo u r  v e rs io n s  o f  G a n d h i ,  w h o  le d  I n d ia 's  
m o v e  f ro m  B ri'.ish  c o lo n y  to  in d e p e n d e n t n a tio n .

T h e  f i r s t  is  th e  G a n d h i o f  th e  In d ia n  s ta te  a n d  o f  
o f f ic ia l  In d ia n  n a t io n a l is m . T h e  s e c o n d  is  a  p u r i ­
ta n ic a l  a n d  so n tb re  f ig u r e ,  a p o li t ic a l  a n d  d e p e n d e n t 
o n  s ta te  fu n d in g , th e  su b je c t  o f  u n iv e r s i ty  se m in a rs  
d e b a t in g :  “ W hat w o u ld  G a n d h i d o ? "

T h e  th ird  is  the “G a n d h i o f  th e  r a g a m u f f in s” , o p ­
po s in g  m e c h a n isa tio n , la rg e - s c a le  d e v e lo p m e n t a nd  
a h ig h -c o n s u m p tio n  cco n o m y . T h e  f o u r th  is  G an d h i 
th e  n o n -v io le n t r e v o lu t io n a ry , a w o rld w id e  p h e n o m ­
e n o n . in f lu c n tu .l in  m o v e m en ts  bu t no lo n g e r  fea red  
b y  ty r a n ts ,  n o r  ta k e n  s e r io u s ly  b y  th e  le ft .

O v e r  th e  p ast tw o  d e c a d c s , h o w e v e r, G a n d h i a nd  
h is  le g a c y  h ave  ta k e n  a th o ro u g h  b e a tin g .

R e a p p r a is a l s  o f  G a n d h i  a r c .  a d m i t te d ly ,  lo n g  
o v e rd u e . T i t l e s  su c h  a s  “ M a h a tm a "  (" h ig h  so u lc d "  
o r  “ v e n e r a b le "  in  S a n s k r i t )  a n d  “ F a th e r  o f  th e  N a ­
t io n ”  h a v e  w orn  th in  s in c e  h is  d e a th , a s  new  e v e n ts  
in In d ia  a n d  w o rld w id e  th a t b r o u g h t n e w  s c ru t in y  
to  h is  l i f e ,  w ork  a n d  p o li t ic s .

S o m e  o f  th e se  se em  f a r - f e tc h e d ,  fo r  e x a m p le  
e q u a t in g  G an d h i w ith  O sam a  b in  L ad e n  a n d  g lo b a l 
j ih a d is t s  on  th ;  g r o u n d s  th a t  th e y  w ere  s im ila r ly  
b a se d  on  a  “ sa c r if ic ia l  h u in a n ita r i a n is m ” . S p e c u ­
l a t io n s  a b o u t  h i s  s e x u a l i t y  p r o v o k e d  a d e b a te  
a b o u t h is  su p p o s e d  “ c e l ib a c y ” . In th e  a f te r m a th  
o f  th e  A M cT oo m o v e m e n t, h is  s t r a n g e  p r a c t ic e  o f  
s le e p in g  n e x t to n a k e d  y o u n g  w o m e n  w a s  o p e n ly  
d is c u s s e d .

T h e  r is e  o f  t r u c h - p c rs e c u tc d  D a lit  p e o p le  ( p re v i ­
o u s ly  k n o w n  a s  u n to u c h a b le s )  in  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  in te l ­

le c tu a l s p a c e s  o v e r  th e  p a s t tw o  d e c a d e s  h a s  g iv e n  
r is e  to  t r e n c h a n t  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  G a n d h i s c o m p lic i ty
in  th e  p r e s e rv a t io n  o f  c a s tc  d o m in a n c e , a n d  the  
h y p o c r is y  in  h is  s ta n d s  r e p e a te d ly  th a t f a v o u re d  
the  p r e s e rv a t io n  o f  c a s tc  o v e r  j u s t ic e  a n d  e m a n c i­
p a tio n . E c o n o m is t a n d  p o li t ic i a n  B h im ra o  R am ji 
“ B a b a s a h e b "  A m b c d k a r 's  e v is c e r a t io n  o f  G a n d h i 's  
p o l i t ic s  is  n o w  m o re  w id e ly  k n o w n  a nd  a c c e p te d  
th a n  e v e r  b e fo re .

O f  th o se  im a g e s  o f  G a n d h i n a m ed  in  th e  e s sa y , 
so m e  a rc  n ow  s e e n  a s  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  v is io n  o f  
p ro g re s s  o f  I n d ia 's  c u rre n t  p r im e  m in is te r, N arcn d ra  
M o d i. O th e rs  h a v e  b e e n  r e f in e d  to  s it  c o m fo r ta b ly  
w ith in  th e  c u l tu r a l  n a t io n a l is m  o f  H in d u tv a , the  
p ro je c t  o f  c re a t in g  a  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  H indu  s ta te  and  
in s t i tu t io n a l i s in g  i ts  v e rs io n  o f  H indu  c u l tu r e  and  
so c ia l o r d e r  in  c o n tra d ic t io n  to  G a n d h i’s  v is io n  o f  
a m u lt i - f a i th  n a tio n .

T h o se  u s in g  G a n d h i 's  m e th o d s  o f  p o t e s t  a re  now  
lik e ly  to  be  la b e l l e d  “ u rb a n  N a x a l” . a H in d u tv a  
sh o r th a n d  fo r  in te l le c tu a ls  a n d  a c t iv is ts  in v o lv e d  
in  s tr u g g le s  o f  th e  ru ra l p o o r , a n d  h a v e  d ra c o n ia n  
le g a l c h a rg e s  s la p p e d  on  them .

G a n d h i 's  in te rn a t io n a l  in f lu e n c e  a nd  r e p u ta tio n  
is  now  m u c h  d im in is h e d . G a n d h i 's  use  o f  r a c is t 
w o rd s  f o r  b la c k  A f r ic a n s  h a s  f u e l le d  r ig h te o u s  
o u tra g e  a g a in s t  h im .

M a la w i 's  g o v e rn m e n t  s to p p e d  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  
a  G a n d h i  s ta tu e  a f te r  th e s e  a c c u s a t io n s ,  th o u g h  
p re s s u re  from  M o d i 's  g o v e rn m e n t r e su l te d  in  th e  
c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  s ta tu e  la te r .

In G h a n a .  G a n d h i 's  s t a tu e  w a s  p u lle d  d o w n . 
B lac k  L iv e s  M a tte r  m o v e m e n ts  in  th e  U S  a n d  in 
th e  U K  a ls o  b ra n d e d  h im  a  r a c is t ,  and  c a l le d  fo r 
re m o v a l o f  h is  s ta tu e s .

H O W  M O D I U S E S  G A N D H I
T h e  m o s t f a r - r e a c h in g  b id  to  m ove  I n d ia  a w a y  

from  th e  n a tio n  tha t G an d h i im a g in e d  has c o m e  from  
I n d ia 's  ru l in g  B h a ra tiy a  J a n a ta  p a r ty  (B JP ) a n d  i ts

p a re n t o r g a n is a t io n ,  th e  R a s lu r iy a  S w a y a m sc v a k  
S a n g h  (R S S ) . T h e  R S S w as  b r ie f ly  b a n n e d  a f te r  
G a n d h i 's  k i l l in g  fo r  i t s  in v o lv e m e n t  in  th e  c r im e . 
I t e s p o u se s  a v io le n t  c o m m u n a l p o la r i s a t i o n  w ith  
a n  a n t i- m in o r i ty  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  s e v e ra l  e p is o d e s  o f  
m ob  ly n c h in g  w ith  im p u n ity , h a v e  b e en  th e  f e r t i le  
g ro u n d  fo r  i t s  r ise .

W hile  G a n d h i e m p h a s is e d  tr u th , f a k e  n e w s  has 
b e en  has b e en  u se d  to  m o b il is e  m a ss  s u p p o r t fo r 
H in d u tv a . T he R S S  a ls o  tr ie s  to  q u o te  G a n d h i in  
su p p o r t o f  t h e i r  p o l i t ic a l  a p p ro a c h .

H o w ev e r. H in d u tv a  o r g a n is a t io n s  o rg a n is e  ta b ­
le a u x  a n n u a l ly  to  r e - e n a c t  th e  a s s a s s in a t io n  on 
J a n u a r y  30  1948 . T h o se  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  R S S  w h o  
s u p p o r te d  “ G a n d h ia n  s o c ia l i s m "  a r e  in  p o l i t ic a l  
h ib e rn a t io n .

M o d i, th e  H in d u tv a  s ta te  a n d  th e  new  o f f ic ia l  
n a t io n a l i s m ,  th o u g h ,  s t i l l  n e e d  G a n d h i .  U n d e r  
M o d i 's  m o d e r n i s a t i o n  f e t i s h ,  m a jo r  G a n d h i a n  
a s h ra m s , lik e  S a b a rm a ti .  h a v e  be en  g iv e n  su c h  a 
to u r i s t - f r i e n d ly  f a c e l i f t ,  s e e m in g ly  s tr ip p e d  o f  a l l  
h is to r ic a l  g ra v ita s .

M o d i la u n c h e d  h is  S w a c h h  B h a ra t [ o r  C lc a n  
In d ia ]  c a m p a ig n  u s in g  G a n d h i a s  th e  lo g o . H om e 
m in is te r  A m it S h a h  c la im s  th a t  M od i is  G a n d h i 's

t r u e  m odern  m a n ife s ta t io n .
M od i su p p o r ts  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  G an d h i s ta tu e s  

w o rld w id e . A t th e  U N , M od i s a id  he  re p re s e n te d  
th e  land  o f  G a n d h i ,  c la im in g  th a t  e re c t in g  a b u s t 
a t th e  L N  h e a d q u a r te r s  w a s  a m a tte r  o r  p r id e  for 
a l l  In d ian s .

M o d i's  G a n d h ia n  p a ra d o x  is  th a t th e  o n ly  G an d h i 
h e  w a n ts  to  a s s im ila te  in to  h is  p ro je c t  is  a G an d h i 
s h o rn  o:‘ h is  c o re  b e l ie f s ,  p r in c ip le s  and  m o d e s  o f  
p o l i t ic a l  a c t io n .

Is  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  G a n d h i 's  i d e a ls  f in i s h e d  
th e n ?  Not q u ite .  A c t iv is ts  fro m  th e  a n t i- C it iz e n s h ip  
A m e n d m e n t A ct m o v e m e n t (a n  a tte m p t by  M o d i to  
e n d  M u s lim s ' c o n s t i tu t io n a l  e q u a l i t y  w ith  H in d u s)  
c la im e d  to  b e  fo llo w  G a n d h ia n  p r in c ip le s  o f  p o p u ­
la r  p ro te s t. T h e  f a r m e rs ' m o v e m en t a g a in s t M o d i’s 
p la n s  to g iv e  c o rp o r a t io n s  p o w er  o v e r  In d ian  a g ­
r ic u l tu re  a l s o  t r ie d  to  m o b il is e  G a n d h i’s le g a c y  to  
th e i r  c au se .

P e rh ap s , w ith  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  h in d s ig h t ,  th e re  is 
a c le a re r  p ic tu r e  n o w  o f  th e  m a n . s tr ip p e d  o f  m uch  
o f  th e  m y th  a n d  m y s t iq u e . A r e s o u r c e  f o r  m an y  
s o c ia l  i r o v c m c n ts  fo rg in g  a l te r n a t iv e  w a y s  to  m eet 
c o n te m p o ra ry  c h a l le n g e s .

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

Jacinda Ardern's resignation: Gender & the 
toll of strong, compassionate leadership

£  £  U neasy  lie s  th e  head  th a t w ea rs  a c ro w n ” , w ro te  
S h a k e sp e a re ,  w a y  b a ck  in  th e  1 5 0 0 s . I t 's  no t 
a new  id e a  th a t to p - le v e l  le a d e rs h ip  j o b s  a re  

in te n s e ly  s tr e s s fu l  a n d  p o se  a h e a v y  to l l .  E x te n d ed  
p e r io d s  o f  s tr e s s  a re  k n o w n  to  p u t p e o p le  a t r isk  
o f  b u rn o u t.

Y et p ro b ab l>  few  o f  u s  c a n  e v e r  g ra sp  ju s t  how  
u n r e le n t in g ly  d e m a n d in g  a n d  d i f f ic u l t  l e a d in g  a 
c o u n try  a c tu a l ly  i s .  E s p e c ia l ly  in  t im e s  o f  c r is is  
and  w ith  o u r  m odern  m e d ia  and  o n lin e  e n v iro n m e n t, 
e v e r y  s ta te m e n t a n d  e v e ry  m o v e  a  le a d e r  m a k e s  is  
s u b je c t  to  e x te n s iv e  s c ru t in y  a n d  c o m m e n ta ry .

I n c r e a s in g ly  a tro u b lin g  fe a tu r e  o f  th e  c o m m e n ­
ta ry  a b o u t  N ew  Z e a la n d  P r im e  M in i s te r  J a c in d a  
A rd c rn  h a s  be en  i t s  a b u s iv e , v io le n t ,  s e x is t  a nd  
m is o g y n is t ic  teno r.

W h ile  sh e  has no t f o c u se d  on  th is  a s  a rea so n  
fo r h e r  d e c is io n  to  r e s ig n  y e s te rd a y , b e in g  ta rg e te d  
in  th is  w ay , and  k n o w in g  h e r  p a r tn e r  a n d  e v e n  h e r  
c h i ld  w e re  a ls o  ta rg e te d , m u s t  s u re ly  h a v e  m a d e  an 
a lr e a d y  d if f ic u l t  jo b  so  m u c h  m ore  c h a l le n g in g .

C r i s e s ,  k in d n e s s  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  d e c is io n s
C r is e s  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  u n d e rs to o d  a s  th e  m o st 

in te n s iv e  te s ts  o f  a l e a d e r 's  s k il l  a n d  c h a ra c te r .  T hey  
in v o lv e  m ak in g  w e ig h ty  d e c is io n s ,  a t  tim e s  a b o u t 
m a tte rs  th a t  q u ite  l i t e r a l ly  h a v e  li f e  a n d  d e a th  im ­
p lic a t io n s .  D e c is io n s  h a v e  to  b e  m ade  a t s p e e d , bu t 
o f te n  w ith  i n s t f f ic ic n t  in fo rm a tio n  to  c o n f id e n tly  
p re d ic t th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  th e  c h o ic e s  m ade.

A r d e r n 's  p r e m ie r s h ip  h a s  th r o w n  c r i s i s  a f t e r  
c r i s i s  h e r  w ay . A n d  tim e  a n d  tim e  a g a in ,  sh e  has 
d is p l a y e d  a s tr e n g th  o f  c h a r a c te r  a n d  c o n s id e ra b le  
le a d e rs h ip  sk il s in  re s p o n d in g  to  them .

H er h a n d lin g  o f  th e  C h r is t c h u r c h  te r r o r  a t ta c k s  
w o n  g lo b a l a d m ira tio n  fo r  he r c o m p o s u re , c o m p a s ­
sio n  a n d  d e c is  ve r e s o lv e  to  e n s u re  su c h  h e in o u s  
a c ts  c o u ld  n o t be  r e p e a te d  h e re .

H er  re sp o n se  to  th e  W h ak a ar i W h ite  I s la n d  e r u p ­
tio n  g a rn e re d  s im ila r  p r a is e ,  s h o w in g  y e t a g a in  h e r  
in tu i t iv e  g ra s p  th a t  a le a d e r  o f fe r in g  s u p p o r t  to  
th o se  c a u g h t  up in su c h  a d is t r e s s in g  e v e n t a c tu ­
a l ly  m a k e s  a d if f e re n c e . T h a t A rd c rn  h a s  s o u g h t to  
c o m b in e  c o m p a ss io n  a n d  k in d n e s s  w ith  th e  c o u r ­
a g e  to  m a k e  to u g h  d e c is io n s  is  a k e y  fe a tu r e  o f  
h e r  s ty le .

U n re a l i s t ic  e x p e c ta t i o n s  o f  a l e a d e r
T h ro u g h o u t he p a n d e m ic . A rd e n  h a s  r e p e a te d ly  

p ro v e d  h e r  w illin g n e s s  to  m a k e  c o u ra g e o u s  d e c i ­
s io n s .  C o m b in e d  w ith  h e r  p r o w e ss  a t  m o b il is in g  
th e  p u b l i c ’s u n d e rs t a n d in g  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t’s C O V ID  r e s p o n s e , th i s  w a s  c r i t i c a l

to  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  e l im in a t io n  s tr a te g y . M any  
liv e s  a n d  l iv e l ih o o d s  h a v e  b e en  sa v e d  d u e  to  h e r  
le a d e rs h ip .

W h en  D e l ta  a n d  th e n  O m ic ro n  e m e rg e d , A rd - 
e rn  so u g h t  to  c o n tin u a l ly  a d a p t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s 
p o l ic ie s  to  a c h a n g in g  c o n te x t .  W h ile  te n a c i ty  and  
r e s i l ie n c e  m ay  n u m b e r  a m o n g  he r m any s tr e n g th s , 
d o g m a tism  is  no t o n e  o f  h e r  w e a k n e s s e s .

O f  c o u rse  no t a l l  d e c is io n s  p ro v ed  to b e  o p tim a l 
e x p e c tin g  th e m  to  b e  so  w o u ld  b e  w ild ly  u n re a lis tic . 
S o m e  o f  h e r  d e c is io n s  h ave  sp a rk e d  a s tr o n g  n e g a ­
tiv e  r e sp o n se . B ut i t ’s fo o l is h  to  e x p ec t p e rf e c t io n  
from  le a d e rs , a n d  th e  jo b  u n a v o id a b ly  m eans m ak in g  
to u g h  c a l l s  no t e v e ry o n e  w il l  a g re e  w ith .

R ise  in  s e x is t  and  m y so g y n is fie  a b u se
N o le a d e r  is  o m n ip o te n t ,  c s p c c ia l l )  in  a d e m o c ­

rac y  a n d  in a g lo b a l ly  in te r c o n n e c te d  w o rld .
T he la te s t  c r i s i s  A rd c rn  h a s  b e en  g ra p p lin g  w ith

th e  c o s t  o f  l iv in g  is  in  la rg e  m e a su re  d r iv e n  by 
g lo b a l fo rc e s  f a r  b e y o n d  th e  c o n tro l  o f  a n y  N ew  
Z e a la n d  p r im e  m in is te r .  N ew  Z e a la n d 's  s i tu a t io n  is 
b e t te r  th a n  m a n y  o th e r  c o u n tr i e s ,  b u t u n f o r tu n a te ly  
fo r  A rd c rn  th is  h o ld s  l i t t l e  sw ay  fo r  som e  p e o p le .

T h e  re a lity , th e n , is th a t h e r  g ro w in g  u n p o p u la ri ty  
h a s  in  p a r t b e en  ro o te d  in  p e o p le  h a v in g  u n re a l is t ic  
e x p e c ta t i o n s  o f  w h a t le a d e rs  c a n  a n d  c a n 't  a c tu a l ly  
d o . a n d  n e e d in g  s o m e o n e  to  b la m e . B u t th e r e 's  a lso  
no  g e t t in g  a w a y  f ro m  th e  fa c t th a t fa r  to o  m uch  o f  
th e  c r i t ic i s m  d ir c c tc d  a t h e r  h a s  b e e n  c o lo u re d  by  
s e x is t  a n d  m is o g y n is t ic  a t t i tu d e s .

T h e r e 's  a c o n tin u u m  in  ho w  th is  is  e x p re s s e d . It 
s ta r ts  w ith  o n e  C  w o rd  -  C in d y  w h ic h  is  a s e x ­
is t a t te m p t to  b e l i t t l e  h e r  a u th o r i ty  a n d  s ta tu s  a s  
a n  a d u lt  w o m a n  w ho  is  th e  e le c te d  le a d e r  o f  o u r  
c o u n try .

It e n d s  w ith  th e  o th e r  C  w o rd . R e se a rc h  by th e  
D is in fo rm a t io n  P ro je c t sh o w s  its  u sa g e  is e n m e sh e d

Jacinda Kate Laurel! Ardern 
was sworn in as the 40th Prime 

Minister of New Zealand on 
October 26,2017. She became 

the world's youngest female head 
of government at age 37. Ardern 

gave birth to her daughter on June 
21,2018, making her the world's 

second elected head of government 
to give birth while in office after 
former Pakistan Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. Following the 

unopposed election of Chris Hipkins 
as her successor, she submitted her 

resignation as Prime Minister 
on January 25,2023.

w ith in  a w id e r  d is c o u r s e  th a t d e n ig ra te s  o th e r  a s ­
p e c ts  o f  he r id e n ti ty  a s  a w om an  a n d  e x te n d s  to  
f a n ta s is in g  a b o u t he r r a p e  a n d  d e a th .

T h is  k ind  o f  b e h a v io u r  is  s im p ly  in e x c u s a b le .  It 
s h o u ld  fce to  N ew  Z e a la n d 's  e te r n a l  sh a m e  th a t A rd ­
e rn  h a s  been  su b je c te d  to  th is . It c a n n o t b e  ju s t i f i e d  
by  a rg u in g  h e r  p o l ic ie s  h a v e  be en  c o n tro v e r s ia l  an d  
sh e  “ d e se rv e s*  th is  a b u s e :  th a t  lin e  o f  r e a so n in g  
s im p ly  re p l ic a te s  th e  d e fe n c e  lo n g  u se d  b y  r a p is ts  
a n d  d o m e s tic  a b u s e r s .

A rd c rn  is  N ew  Z e a la n d ’s t h i r d  w o m a n  p r im e  
m in is te r .  T h e  g la s s  c e i l i n g  fo r  th a t ro le  is  w ell an d  
t r u ly  b n k e n .  W e no w  a ls o  h a v e  e q u a l r e p r e s e n ta ­
tio n  o f  w om en w ith in  p a rlia m e n t. B ut th e  s e x is t and  
m is o g y n is tic  n a tu re  o f  so  m u c h  o f  th e  c r i t ic i s m  and  
a b u s e  d ire c te d  a t  A rd c rn  a ls o  s h o w s  w c a rc  a v e ry  
lo n g  w ay  fro m  h a v in g  e q u a l tr e a tm e n t  o f  w om en 
in  le a d e rs h ip .

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )
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Teaching the Holocaust through literature
Four books to help young people gain deeper understanding of the systematic, state-sponsored 

persecution and murder of 6 million European Jews by the Nazi German regime and its allies

A N N E
FRANK
The Diary of a Young Girl

With on introduction by Eleanor Roosevelt

A s u r v e y  c o m m is s io n e d  in 
2 0 1 9  r e v e a le d  th e  s h o c k ­
in g  r e s u l t  th a t o v e r  h a l f  o f  
B r i to n s  d id  n o t know  th a t  a t  le a s t 

s ix  m il l io n s  J e w s  had  b e en  m u r ­
d e re d  d u r in g  th e  H o lo c a u s t.

T h is  r e s u l t  w as a l l  th e  m o re  
s u r p r i s in g  g iv e n  the  f a c t th a t  th e  
H o lo c a u s t ,  a s  a to p ic , h a s  be en  
p a r t  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  c u r r ic u lu m  
in  E n g la n d  a n d  W ales s in c e  i t s  
c re a t io n  in  1991 .

T h e  2 0 1 4  i te ra tio n  o f  th e  n a ­
t io n a l  c u rr ic u lu m  h a s  th e  H o lo ­
c a u s t  a s  a f irm  p a rt o f  k ey  s ta g e
3 h is to ry  c o m p u lso ry  fo r  a l l  I I  
to  1 4 -y e a r-o ld s  in  s ta te  sc h o o ls . 
A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  m a n y  s e c o n d a r y  
s c h o o l p u p ils  m a y  e n c o u n te r  th e  
H o lo c au s t a s  a top ic  in E n g lish  o r  
r e l i g io u s  e d u c a tio n  le s so n s .

H o w e v e r ,  r e s e a rc h  in to  w h a t  
s c h o o l  p u p i l s  in  E n g la n d  kn o w  
a b o u t  th e  H o lo c a u s t sh o w s  th a t  
th e y  la c k  k n o w le d g e  a b o u t  i t s  
c o n te x t .  T h e y  m a y  k n o w  b a re  
f a c t s  g h e t t o s ,  d e p o r t a t i o n s ,  
c o n c e n tra tio n  c am p s - bu t a rc  le ss  
c le a r  o n  th e  id e o lo g y  th a t  le d  to  
th e  r is e  o f  th e  N a z is  a n d  th e  H o ­
lo c a u s t  in  th e  f ir s  p la c e . I 'u p il s  
m ay  no t b e  c le a r  v h a t  e x a c t ly  it 
is  th e y  n e ed  to  take  a w a y  fro m  
th o s e  le s s o n s  a n d  ho w  th e y  c an  
b e  re le v a n t to  th e ir  c o n te m p o ra ry  
l iv e s .

F o r  in s t a n c e ,  i‘. is  im p o r ta n t  
to  u n d e r s t a n d  how  p o l i t i c i a n s  
s o u g h t to  g a in  p o p o la r  su p p o r t by 
b la m in g  m in o r i t ie s  su c h  as Je w ish  
p e o p le  fo r a l l  th e  i l l s  G e rm a n y  
e x p e r ie n c e d  a f te r  ihe  f i r s t  w o rld  
w ar. R e le n t le s s  a n ti- J c w ish  p r o ­
p a g a n d a  w a s  u se d  .o in d o c tr in a te  
th e  g e n e ra l p o p u la tio n .

It is  fo r  th i s  r e a so n  th a t l i t ­
e ra tu r e  c a n  b e  a m e a n in g fu l a d ­
d i t i o n a l  te a c h in g  to o l ,  n o t o n ly  
in  s c h o o ls  b u t a ls o  fo r  e v e ry b o d y  
in te re s te d  in  th e  e v e n ts  le a d in g  up 
to  th e  H o lo c a u s t .

L i te r a tu r e  c a n  b r o a d e n  h o r i ­
z o n s  a n d  d e e p e n  k n o w le d g e . It 
c a n  o f fe r  d if f e re n t p e rs p e c t iv e s ,  
o f te n  in  th e  sa m e  n a r r a t i v e ;  it  
t e a c h e s  u s  e m p a th y  b u t  i t  c a n  
a ls o  h e lp  u s  to  a c q u ire  f a c ts  a nd  
a d d it io n a l  k n o w le d g e .

H o w e v e r ,  th e  s h e e r  n u m b e r  
o f  b o o k s  o n  t h e  H o lo c a u s t  
s u r v iv o r  a c c o u n ts ,  b io g r a p h ie s .

n o v e ls ,  f a c tu a l  b o o k s  c a n  be  
o v e rw h e lm in g .

S o m e tim e s , b e s t s e l l in g  b o o k s  
o n  th e  H o lo c a u s t ,  s u c h  a s  Jo h n  
B o y n e 's  T h e  B oy  in  th e  S trip e d  
P y ja m a s  (2 0 0 6 )  o r  H e a th e r  M o r­
r i s '  T h e  T a t to o is t  o f  A u s c h w itz  
( 2 0 1 8 ) .  la ck  th e  f a c tu a l ly  c o rre c t 
u n d e rp in n in g  th a t is  n c c e s s a r y  to  
m a k e  th e m  a g o o d  w ay  to  le a rn  
a b o u t th e  h is to ry .

It is  c o n s e q u e n tly  v ita l to  f in d  
b o o k s  th a t  m e a n in g f u l ly  i n t r o ­
d u c e  th e ir  r e a d e rs  to  th e  to p ic  and  
th a t  p r o v id e  c a r e f u l ly  r e s e a rc h e d  
h is to r ic a l  c o n tc x t .

W h e n  H i t l e r  S to le  P in k  K a l tb it
O n e  e x a m p le  is  Ju d ith  K e r r ’s 

W hen  H i t le r  S to le  P in k  R a b b it  
(1 9 7 1 )  w h ic h  is  b a se d  on K e r r ’s 
ow n  c h i ld h o o d  c x p c r ic r c c .

It i s  th e  s to r y  o f  9 - y c a r - o ld  
Je w ish  g ir l A nna  w ho  has a happy  
c h i ld h o o d  in  G e rm a n y  u n t i l  the  
d a y  h e r  f a th e r ,  w a n te d  by th e  N a ­
z is ,  h a s  to  le a v e  th e  c o u n try .

A n n a ’s s u b s e q u e n t  n a r r a t iv e  
o u t l i n e s  th e  r e p re s s io n s  a f f e c t in g  
J e w ish  lif e  on  a d a i ly  b a s is . She  
e n c o u n te rs  p u b lic  e v e n ts  su c h  as 
the  s ta g e d  b o o k  b u rn in g s  a n d  th e  
da ily  p ro p a g a n d a  tha t p e rp e tu a ted

fa ls e h o o d s  a b o u t Je w s . A s su c h , it 
is an e x c e l le n t  th o u g h  h a rd - h i t ­
t in g  w ay  to  in tro d u c e  a  y o u n g e r  
r e a d e r s h ip  to  th e  p r e ju d ic e s  a nd  
r e p r is a ls  J e w s  w e re  in c re a s in g ly  
su b je c te d  to  in  N az i G erm a n y .

T h e  D ia ry  o f  a Y o u n g  G ir l
A n n e  F r a n k 's  T h e  D ia ry  o f  a 

Y oung  G ir l (1 9 4 7 )  is  p ro b a b ly  th e  
o n e  H o lo c a u s t b o o k  m o st p e o p le  
h a v e  h e a rd  o f . It c h a r ts  th e  tw o  
y e a r s  A n n e  a n d  h e r  f a m i ly  sp e n t 
in  h id in g  in  A m s te rd a m .

T he book  is  o f te n  p ra is e d  fo r  its  
p o s i t iv e  a n d  h o p e fu l m e ssa g e . It

is . h o w ev e r, v ita l th a t  e v en  young  
rea d e rs  a rc  m ade  a w a re  o f  the  fac t 
th a t  th e  F ra n k s  w e rc  e v e n tu a lly  
d is c o v e re d  by  the  N az is , d e p o rte d  
to  A u sc h w itz  a n d  f ro m  th e re  to  
B c rg c n -B c lse n . w h ere  A nne  tr a g i­
c a l ly  d ie d  in  e a r ly  1945 .

N ig h t
S u r v iv o r  a c c o u n ts  a re  g e n e r ­

a l ly  th e  b e s t w a y  to  le a rn  a b o u t 
th e  H o lo c a u s t.

O ld e r  te e n a g e r s  c o u ld  tc a d  
E lic  W ie s e l’s  o u ts t a n d in g  N igh t 
(1 9 5 8 ) .  It d e s c r ib e s ,  in  a d is p a s ­
s io n a te  v o ic e ,  W ie s c l ’s  e x p e r i ­

e n c e s  o f  b e in g  d e p o r te d  from  h is  
h o m e  to w n  o f  S ig h e t in  w h at is  
now  R o m a n ia , f ir s t to  A u sc h w itz  
an d  fro m  th e re  to  B u c h e n w a ld .

W icsc l lo s t h is  f a th e r ,  m o th e r  
an d  y o u n g e s t s i s t e r  in th e  H o lo ­
c a u s t  a n d  d e d ic a te d  h is  l i f e  to  
H o lo c a u s t  e d u c a t io n .

H e w a s  a w a r d e d  th e  N o b e l  
P r iz e  fo r  P c a c c  in  1986. I f  a n y ­
bo d y  p la n s  to  rea d  ju s t  o n e  b o o k  
on  th e  H o lo c a u s t ,  it s h o u ld  p r o b ­
a b ly  b e  th is  one .

M a u s
S o m e  y o u n g  r e a d e r s  m ig h t  

be  r e lu c ta n t  to  r e a d  s u c h  h a r d ­
h i t t in g  a c c o u n ts  b y  w itn e s s e s  a n d  
su r v iv o r s  o f  th e  H o lo c a u s t .  T h ey  
m ig h t  b e  p e r s u a d e d  to  e n g a g e  
w ith  th e  to p ic ,  th o u g h , th r o u g h  
A rt S p ie g e lm a n ’s se m in a l g ra p h ic  
n o v e l M au s.

S p i c g c lm a n 's  b o o k  r e c o u n ts  
th e  s to ry  o f  h is  fa th e r  V ia d ck  a n d  
m o th e r  A n ja , w h o  b o th  su rv iv e d  
N a z i  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s .  H e 
u s e s  th e  im a g e r y  o f  an  a n im a l  
f a b l e  b y  d e p ic t i n g  h is  J e w i s h  
c h a ra c te r s  a s  m ic e  w ho  a rc  c h ase d  
by th e  N az i c a ts .

W h i le  t h i s  is  p o t e n t i a l l y  a 
d is t a n c in g  d e v ic e  to  s o f te n  th e  
im p a c t  o f  h is  i l l u s tr a t i o n s ,  it a lso  
h e lp s  S p ic g c lm a n  to  p a s s  c r i t ic a l  
c o m m e n ts  on  th e  N a z is ' n o to r io u s  
a t te m p ts  to  c la s s ify  p e o p le  in to  
s t r ic t ly  s e g re g a te d  g ro u p s .

M a u s  m a d e  it  b a c k  in to  th e  
b e s t s e l le r  l i s t s  in  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2  
w h en  a  C o u n ty  S c h o o l B o a rd  in  
T en n e sse e  c o n tro v e r s ia l ly  b a n n ed  
it fro m  i t s  c la s s ro o m s  an d  l ib r a r ­
ie s .  C e n s o r s h ip  is  n o t  y e t a th in g  
o f  th e  p a s t  a n d  i t  i s ,  m a y b e , 
e s p e c i a l l y  th e  p e o p le  m a k in g  
d e c is i o n s  a b o u t  e d u c a t io n  w ho 
o u g h t  to  rea d  th e se  te x ts .

U s in g  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a to o l  to  
a u g m e n t H o lo c a u s t  te a c h in g  in 
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  m ig h t  b e  a 
g o o d  w ay  to  fu r th e r  p u p i l s ' le a rn ­
in g  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  no t ju s t  o f  
th e  H o lo c a u s t,  bu t o f  th e  id e o lo ­
g ie s ,  p o p u lis m  a n d  p ro p a g a n d a  
th a t  la y  b e h in d  it a n d  h ow  to  
id e n t i f y  s im i la r  n a r r a t iv e s  th a t  
a re ,  w o rry in g ly . on  th e  r is e  a g a in  
in  th e  w o rld  a ro u n d  th e m .

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘Star - Gazing’
By P t Ajai Bhambi Sunday, JANUARY 29, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast'
Moon tnne Mercury on you' sot* return chart. Ycu wfl be m a good mood and 
full of v# confdcnce. Yew Ail have monetary gains, You wll fed relaxed and 
secued Ybuwithhkc* dong cverythngwih ycu mind. But leave a few things 
to your heart Youwagetsrocessin tore afairs. You wflaiso plan to get mar- 
nod You w i  get $ w * l  of your tarn ly, Ybur boss wil also haw a nice opnoo 
about ycu Whatever wcrk you have in you hand you wil oorrpteee t  with ease. 
Ycu wfl late special carecf your heath Students wa get success n  exams' 
interview You w i t *  busy w(h official work. You mccme wil also double up 
with in no tme There wtf te happiness at heme S^den:s w i pertorm wen m 
exams Vitervew There arebcnctts trawls There wa be a gathering at 
your house or some other pfeoe in which CM Mends w il mool each c/t#

"This w eek (o r you"
A ries : (March 21 - April 20)Rcsgo«gtobeagreia:weekfcryou.Youwli 

be hawigllnanaal garts. Ycu wil aso take up new asks and 
face chalenges with ccnSdenoe You wa also get the expoclod 
help and £s&stance tom friends and coU&ajjw You w i face 
somochater>gostobognw<hbuteventualywcfcrywflbeyours. 
Ycuwila&ospcrdatotofyoutimewdhycufamiymembcts 

i J P K  You wil aso take out seme tme fex fun, emertairrrent and 
v. rdaxaten Ycu wil aHo have pfens to tuy and s d  property You 

wHlcorr f̂cte yourwerkwth utmost dedcatcn and sincerity. You 
business (tans w i also be suaessV. You w i  take some wort: 
to complete with a planned approach 

T a u ru s : (A pril 21 - May 21)You will be having new plans You wfl also make 
lotof money. Yousocialcrdewilncrease You wa sake some 
concrete dccsww m tu sr*ssbork Wiatever work you w* 
thnk c/t wil get dene Ptarecary szuaaon ts n  you (avor You wli 

r  aschargeallyouresponsfctoesweaandyourfinanoalsidewa 
t*  strong You fam#y problems wil get resolved In your c«ce. 
treairwsfhere will reman congenial. Donottakeanydeosion 

IT i l  by bong tmotcna: Your love life s  going to be amaang and you share amazing bonding with you mafc You superiors 
will appreciate you tor some great achievement. You wli move 
ahead will a positive atteude VstorsI guests w * drop in and 
you «wl re*n*n busy wefcomng them

G e m in i: (May 22 -June 21) It® tme toponder about your ftAre Instead of 
tafcnga brjnsfc.youwiwaittora favorable tire  toccme You 
wil I also pttn to travel abroad doe to you work You wa lace no 
problemshyourofloalmssers T here aresccpes of expansion 

”\  /  your buaness. You w l aisodefeat youopponentswtfiease, 
i f  J r  You time will be spent cn <*$assicrs. however scmeihng 

J n  good wa <cme cu*. of c AH troubles regartrg marriage wil 
, / * w v  end Yew vfl also meet a to o' people You mteractcns with 

others wJ turn out to bo useful. Ycu will takeright decisions at 
right tme. You w i also look after your parerts and chidren. 
You wiprMdo care and comfort to etters

C a nc er: (Juno 22 - Ju ly  22) You wil wcA hard ardwSng to take chal­
lenges Ycu wil also carry you duties nicely As a result, you 
will be busy in you work. You wa toe* forward wffi a tot of 
seicocftfcnoe Youwinottwbeforeanyoneandwaalso 
pay aaerwxi to the rjusace You Me wtf also run smooth  ̂
cn the tra *  Lovebrds wil have an amaang t ire  Create 
froughis w i Ml up ycu m rtj And those in meda. fashon 
and filr> irduscry etc. wa get tot of rarr» and fame People 
dose to yw  w* gr*e lot of respect You wS give advice and 
suggestions to the peopio ctose to you You w*i also take pan 
in scrrewaddngcr evert You wdl also spent some Urwwth 
your chiton You wfl work passionalety 

Leo : (Ju ly  23 - August 23) You wit come ctose to your partner cmoterv 
a*y and w i share strcng bondog You afficult days w'l pass 
without worries You will also g«e importance to you job with 
your hard *ork \tou w l move fonwrd despfte having trcuMes. 
There wfl be increase n  your eamngs The heath of a famry 
member nay beocme a causoof stress and wony tor you You 
will pertom all your tasks m a new way You personalty wfl be 

'  tearless and nsprng You financial wemes wd get over. You 
wila!so6naSscabushess0e»a» Ycu brothers wa&sien to you 
arrt foitow you syjjesbons.

V irgo : (A ugust 24 - September 22) Ycu will have financial gams and wil 
suddenly ?am lot of mcrey You w * also refcm to work with 

. a  j  vengeance Tough work wil soke maaen and your busness 
m t  taient wil emerge You property related dcspu'es may boiher 

you You ni best results h  love m*aer$ You win c<an to 
m  ' get marn&J Whatever work that ycu do w M  get ocrrpie«d m

tme The stars w i  be h  your favor. You wa take ®eoal care of 
you parerts- neeiJs. Time is promsing You will fa're monetary 
gars Your name and fame wa rise. You wa dc noWe <Je*is 
and nil be generous towards others. You nil also wn people's 
heart easty They wil work tor your progress. You wil enjoy lot 
of good w i.

Libra: (Scptember 23 - Octobor 23) Time is futy f3vvable Whasererwork 
that you wan: to do. wil be One now. It e  time » reakze your 
dreams Those toefcrg for fib for a long tmo wil g« success 
For those who have an rarest h  poftcs and mx)8 the 6me 
is nght to estaWsh ycu influence and impress cn You wa be 
able to prow you worth boforo everyone You w* also be aWe 
to make pecpie see you point of view You wa slsoget name 
and fame due toyour noble deeds You w i help ptople a W and 
wil harbor generous W ings towards pocrand we>̂  people You 
wa shew them the nght path. Traveling w i  be ccrfcrtabte You 
w< get seme good news from scmewhere ArrewdersOndflg 
between rusband and wife wli get remared.

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) You wit through yourself mto 
work and wa not rest ta you get the deseed results Money and 
wea»i wil k««p coming. You wt! also make best bso of money 
And vmU buy vabaUe items. The tme wa be extreneVgood and 

H I  happy Ycuw^aisogclsucoessnscmerivervewxccrrpeWrrt) 
/ f  exams Yournghtatfrioewachangethelifeofaperson.Youwa 

get a«««iated for you »or1t You wa also get rd ot dseases 
It wil be knowledge enhancing days A long starting w r y  wil 
com* io an end. Famly happiness wil increase vour mOuerra 
and impresscn in the wrong pface wil r«mam Youwl also meet 
lot of new people

S a g itta r iu s : (Novem bor 23 - Doccmber 21) The tme is bvoraNo You
o il get pxmooed n  your job. You wa is o  ha-<e hanoal gans. 
Youw« get suppertof you bosses Ycu wilfcela change in your reiat/re's behavcr and get good news frcm tr * r  sds. You need 
not be womed about the health of your elders Tie srtuafton at 
woik wB be under you control. Ycu wa also be stable r  your 

* 1 fib. You wfl be busy but be happy that you rfesired work 6 
ccrrp<<sed Inthefefodpolibcs/modiayouwiilcsatishccrtad 
with new people. The time «  good frcmas perspectwe You w i  be 
successful m ohasever you do. Ycu wa be asted » depart from 
tho normal Ine of wcrtang and this wfl work in yoir favor.

Capricorn : (December 22 - January 20)Ycu mayccmea:ioss many 
good professional opporfcnties May recover younxney that 
washeldforkxig You wia enhance you mceme Yeu can fa in  
atrapsot^eadequatecare.Youdoseooeswflkeepgrrr*3 
Support SorriC untoward ncJdontrrar/happen to yxirfnervj or 
re<atr<e Agoverrmant related m a »  w i get resof-ed You wfl 

* get the blessngs of your seniyfamiy members » have your 
morale boosted Your invesfrnertswil g«e you g«od retuns 
Prcperty «po»s wa also te  rescued by some saner fam ly 
members' nserventcn Your hcaihwaremwi perfect Lwet«ds 
w i have an amazog tnw You wtll get an unexpeced success 
in you professional deals.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18) Ycu wfl te fulofselfcon- 
fdence And wa tako seme strong decisions in ycur business 
whch shall castapcwerfufrrpict upon you rivals You profits 
w i ncrease And you wa use you tatent and aWees to your 
best advantage Your hcpes and expociatcns vcukJ be met 
Yeu wimpress you boss wffi your attitude and «j»ok. Ycu 

f f l r i  i o il also have financial gar* You w l come dcser to your 
partner and aimsudcrstaniSng of the past wil gjt removed 
Ycu wa recover money that was $ven to someone You wa 
have mental peace. Your fcng standing worries va come to 
an end. You wa take scms vtal deosens which tray prove to 
be frutful tor your famfy laser on.

bosses wil be happy wi th your performance. You wa aeheve 
the heigh» of success You wa also spend the tire happily in 
the company of ycu farrriy. Ycu wtl be guest som*oh»re and
<Joriv*pi»»»u«* Vou tocvt on yy.r 3cr): xrx< TM
IS the right bmo to get the resufcs of your hard wort You fame 
* i  spread m as arectcrts. Mamage laks may be fnai'2ed 
Brctfyr ard sis^r wil assist ard cooperate each tther Some 
dose reiat/re may decene ycu Ycu will ww a b^order

BV Doshi leaves behind 
irreplaceable void in 
architecture industry

B a la k r i s h n a  V ith a ld a s  D o s h i .  w h o  w a s  th e  
f ir s t  In d ian  to  bag  th e  P r i tz k c r  P r iz e ,  c o n ­
s id e r e d  a r c h i te c tu r e ’s h ig h e s t  h o n o u r ,  h a s  

p a s se d  a w a y  le a v in g  b e h in d  ir r e p la c e a b le  v o id  in 
a rc h i te c tu r e  in d u s try .

B orn  o n  A u g u s t 2 6 . 1927 in P u n e . D o sh i. w ho  
r ig h t  f ro m  c h ild h o o d  w a s  in te r e s te d  in  a r t s ,  go t 
a d m is s io n  in  th e  S i r  J J S c h o o l o f  A rts  in  M u m b a i. 
L a te r , h e  c a m e  in c o n ta c t  w ith  F r a n c e 's  le a d in g  a r ­
c h i te c t  L c  C o rb u s ie r ,  w h o  p la y e d  a v e ry  im p o r ta n t 
r o le  in  c a rv in g , c h a n n e lis in g  a n d  e x p lo r in g  D o sh i’s 
s k i l l  r ig h t in  In d ia .

L e C o rb u s ie r  a s s ig n e d  h im  to d ire c t  th e  p la n n in g  
a n d  a r c h i te c tu r e  w o rk  o f  S a r a b h a i  V ila . S o d h a n  
V illa , A h m c d a b a d  T e x tile  I n d u s tr ie s  R e se a rc h  A s ­
s o c ia t io n  b u ild in g .

D o s h i 's  a rc h i te c tu r e  is  s e e n  in  so m e  o f  th e  m o st 
ic o n ic  b u ild in g s  in  In d ia , in c lu d in g  th e  In d ian  I n s t i ­
tu te s  o f  M a n ag e m en t in  B e n g a lu ru  a n d  U d a ip u r, th e  
N a t io n a l I n s t i tu te  o f  F a sh io n  T e c h n o lo g y  in D e lh i, 
a lo n g  w ith  th e  A m d a v ad  ni G u fa  u n d e rg ro u n d  g a l ­
le ry  , th e  C e n tre  fo r E n v iro n m e n ta l  P la n n in g  a n d  
T e c h n o lo g y , th e  T a g o re  M e m o ria l H a ll, I n s t i tu te  
o f  In d o lo g y  a n d  P re m a b h a i H a ll, a n d  th e  p r iv a te  
r e s id e n c e  K am ala  H o u se  - a ll  in  A h m c d a b a d .

T he P a d m a  B h u sa n  a w a rd e e  h a d  a ls o  r e c e iv e d  
th e  R IB A  G o ld  m e d a l.

A p a r t  f ro m  h is  in te r n a t i o n a l  f a m e  a s  an  a r ­
c h i te c t .  D o sh i is  e q u a l ly  k n o w n  fo r  h a v in g  b e e n

an  e d u c a to r  a n d  in s t i tu t io n  b u ild e r .  H e w a s  th e  
fo u n d in g  d ire c to r  o f  th e  S c h o o l o f  A rc h itc c tu rc . 
A h m c d a b a d  ( 1 9 6 2 - 7 2 ) ,  fo u n d in g  d i r e c to r  o f  th e  
S c h o o l o f  P la n n in g  ( 1 9 7 2 -7 9 ) ,  fo u n d in g  d e an  o f  
th e  C e n tre  for E n v iro n m e n ta l P la n n in g  a n d  T e c h ­
n o lo g y  (1 9 7 2  8 1 ) . fo u n d in g  m e m b e r  o f  th e  V isua l 
A rts  C e n tre . A h m c d a b a d . a n d  fo u n d in g  d i r e c to r  o f  
th e  K an o ria  C e n tre  fo r  A rts ,  A h m c d ab a d .

D osh i w as in s t ru m e n ta l  in  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  n a ­
t i o n a l ly  - jn d  i n te r n a t i o n a l l y  • k n o w n  re s e a r c h  
in s t i tu te  V ts tu -S h i lp a  F o u n d a tio n  fo r  S tu d ie s  a n d  
R e se a rc h  in E n v iro n m e n ta l D e s ig n . T h e  in s t i tu te  
h a s  p e rfo rm ed  p io n e e r in g  w o rk  in  lo w -c o s t h o u s in g  
a n d  c i ty  p la n n in g . H e is  n o te w o rth y  fo r  h is  p io ­
n e e r in g  w ork  o n  lo w - in c o m c  h o u s in g , a n d  fo r  h is  
d e s ig n s  tha t in c o rp o ra te  c o n c e p ts  o f  s u s ta in a b il i t y  
in  in n o v a tiv e  w ay s .

R e m e m b erin g  D o sh i 's  s e rv ic e  in  c o n c e p tu a l i s in g  
in s t i tu te s ,  U tpal S h a rm a , d ir e c to r  N irm a  U n iv e rs ity . 
A h m c d ab a d  s a id , " D o sh i h ad  s u p p o r te d  th e  L albhai 
f a m ily  in s e ttin g  S c h o o l o f  A rc h ite c tu re  (F o rm e rly  
C e n tr e  fo r  E n v iro n m e n t P la n n in g  a n d  T ec h n o lo g y )  
1 9 6 2 . he  h;.d a ls o  h e a d e d  S c h o o l P la n n in g .

S h a rm a  sh a re d  h is  r ic h  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  D o sh i 
a n d  s a id :  "H e g u id e d  m e to  s e t  u p  th e  F a c u lty  o f  
A rc h itc c tu ic  a n d  P la n n in g  a t  N irm a  U n iv e r s i ty .”

D o sh i b * c a th c d  h is  la s t  o n  T u e s d a y  m o rn in g  
a n d  w a s  c re m a te d  in  A h m c d a b a d  la te r  in  th e  day . 
(IANS)

(B V D osh i. inset, a n d  one  o f  
the buildings h e  designed)
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Yatri’s hour o f trium ph
RAHUL Gandhi and the Congress Party have 
achieved what they attempted at and in a spec­
tacular manner. He has raised the National Flag 
at Lai Chowk in Srinagar, Kashmir, after braving 
several odds and a punishing schedule through 
his Bharat Jodo Padayatra lasting nearly five 
months at a stretch. At age 52, Rahul Gandhi has 
demonstrated that he’s not only young enough to 
take up the challenging task but also resolute in 
making it a grand success. At the start o f  the ya- 
tra in September from Kanyakumari, many had 
wondered whether he was cut out for this task. 
The huge public response to the yatra through 
12 states showed the ground-level might o f  the 
Congress even in its post-2014 slumber. A new 
life has been injected into the rank and file o f  
the Congress.

Those who aspired to write o ff this tricolour 
behemoth -  in term s o f  its reach across the na­
tion arc sadly mistaken. Clearly, tho fight at 
the hustings next year would not be a cakewalk 
for the BJP ’.hough Modi might still have the 
last laugh. Across states, the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
received a ciphoric welcome, dismissing initial 
assessm ents that this could be limited to the 
South where the BJP was not a m ajor force. But, 
even the rally’s culmination in Kashmir showed 
a surge that >vas a revelation in itself. The idea 
o f  ‘knitting India’ at a time when divisive and 
communal forces were majorly at play has obvi­
ously impressed the people. This must send out 
the right signals to the BJP and the hard-core 
communalists that the way to exist in India is to 
co-exist, live in harmony and spread the message 
o f  brotherhood.

Rahul Gandhi, on his part, seemed to enjoy 
every moment in this long schedule. Such was 
the warmth -.vith which the people urged him 
on. He mixed with the hoi polloi. sat at road­
side tca-stalls, communicated with the people 
around and had a feel o f  the people's pulse, their 
struggles in life. This for him was a discovery o f 
the real India, though far less from the manner 
that Mahatma Gandhi perfected him self as a 
leader. Whcr. India celebrated its Independence 
at the midnight hour, the Mahatma was walking 
in the slums o f Noakhali, Bengal, extinguishing 
the fires o f  communal fury. By contrast, most 
politicians drunk with power today revel only 
at ‘exhorting’ the people from public platforms 
or at engaging in cat-fights with rival shades. 
D ressed in spotless white, these bores are a 
class apart and have no real ’conncct’ with the 
people, whom they simply “ lead” up the gar­
den path. The nation deserves a  better class o f 
politicians.

I

Priority Agenda for 2023
At least one political party 

the  TM C has a lready  a n ­
nounced its manifesto for the 
upcom ing e lections and in 
a few days from now many 
more po litica l parties will 
make their agenda for the de­
velopment o f  the state public. 
The question that begs the 
answer is w hat arc the issues 
in the state that require the 
im m ediate attention o f  the 
new government?
Youth and  unem ploym ent 

In the state o f  Meghalaya, 
the num ber one issue that 
requires immediate attention 
is unem ploym ent, pa rticu­
larly unemployment among 
educated youths. In the few 
months that this writer spent 
visiting hom es in both the 
urtxm and niral arcas o f  Jowai 
town, it was found there is a 
huge number o f  unemployed 
youth in the area. A  rough es­
timate is that there would be 
between 3 to  4 unemployed 
youth in one  household in 
the urban area and between 
I to 2 educated unemployed 
youths in the rural areas. This 
calculation is gathered from 
visiting the different localities 
in the town and also the vil­
lages in the suburbs o f  Jowai. 
I admit that this calculation 
is not accurate and a proper 
survey is needed to arrive at 
the correct number o f  unem­
ployed youth in the state but 
it will not be wide o ff  the 
mark. The findings have no 
doubt shocked me. The first 
thing that the new govern­
ment needs to do when it as­
sumes office is to survey and 
get the accurate number o f  
educated unemployed youths 
in the state. Until and unless 
the government has the cor­
rect numbers, it will be very 
difficult i f  not impossible to 
come up with a solution to 
the problem.

E ducation as a Factor 
If  one only takes the num­

ber o f  students who passed 
the annual secondary' school 
leaving certifica te  (SSLC) 
examination, the numbers are 
startling. Every year between 
thirty to forty thousand young 
prnpl«* llv ir  SSI C i-vam- 
ination and the same number 
o f  young people arc added to 
the job  market in the state. It 
is therefore not w rong to say 
that people’s ability to access 
education is the factor that 
contributes to the increasing 
numbers o f  educated unem­
ployed youths in the state. 
Today almost all secondary 
schools are upgraded to high­
er secondary schools which 
also helps young people com­
plete higher secondary school 
which would not have been 
possible i f  the schools arc

By //// Mohr men
located in distant places. At 
the college level too, young 
people are able to graduate 
from college because colleges 
that were started by religious 
organizations, trusts or com­
munities helped bring higher 
education to ttic doorstep o f  
the people.

L 'ncducated youth 
There is abo  a large num­

ber o f  youth w ho arc less 
educated  o r young people  
w ho  a rc  not ab le  to com ­
plete the ir high school for 
many reason*. It cannot be 
denied that lockdown due to 
COVID-19 pandemic is also 
the cause o f  arge numbers 
o f  students dropping out o f  
school. Through a prelimi­
nary interview with school 
headmasters and teachers, it 
is learnt that there is an un­
usual increase in the number 
o f  school dropouts because o f  
the lockdow n due to COVID-
19 pandemic. Again it will 
be interesting if  a  survey is 
conducted  to find ou t the 
percentage of students who 
dropped out of school due to 
the pandemic. The pandemic 
has no doub: created  th is  
peculiar situaiion leading to 
a high drop-out rate among 
school children. No doubt 
there arc large num bers o f  
uncducatcd ot lcss-cducatod 
youth who arc unemployed 
and the government needs to 
survey to get the numbers o f  
youths in this category.

M ulti-pronged approach  
The new government will 

be able to come up with a 
solution to  this vital problem 
only after a proper survey is 
done. Only th:n the govern­
ment will be fblc to get cor­
rect data on yorths o f  the state 
who arc unemployed. There 
cannot be just one solution 
to a problem as complex as 
the unemployment issue in 
the state, and the solution to 
the problem has to be multi­
pronged. N ov when people 
talk about job creation it is 
a lm ost fashionable lo  talk 
about entrepreneurship, micro 
small, and medium enterprise 
(MSME) as if it is the only 
thing tliat can save the state. 
Som e politicians have also 
started talking about incuba­
tion or start-ip  hubs where 
new entrepreneurs would be 
provided support and training 
to start their enterprises. This 
is one area thai the MDA had 
tried its hand on.

MDA governm ent's 
PRIM E 

M eghalaya D em ocratic 
Alliance government under 
the leadership o f  ch icf min­

ister Conrad K. Sangma in 
January  2020 launched  a 
new schcmc to help promote 
entrepreneurship known as 
PRIME. PRIME w hich is an 
acronym for Promotion and 
Incubation o f  Market Driven 
E nte rp rises  w as launched 
purposely to  support bud ­
ding entrepreneurs with rel­
evant technology, sk illing  
and mentoring, market access 
and to even avail credit. The 
main goal o f  PRIM E is to 
encourage the youths o f  the 
sta te  to  look for other jo b  
avenues and not to depend 
on government jobs only and 
more importantly to become 
jo b  creators.

Like many governm ent 
schemes, the impact o f  this 
government flagship program 
is not forthcoming. There are 
many reasons w hy this project 
has not achieved the expected 
targets and the number one 
reason is tlic paucity o f  time, 
the program w as launched 
only in 2020. The number 
two reason that the program 
falls short o f  its target is tliat 
not every youth can become 
an entrepreneur.

Skill Meghalnva 
th rough  MSSDS 

A no the r im portan t a p ­
proach that the MDA govern­
ment initiated to help solve 
the unemployment crisis in 
the sta te  is by skilling  the 
youths o f  the state. Megha­
laya State Skill Development 
Society which is under the 
departm ent o f  labour initi­
ated a program called Skill 
Meghalaya last year. MSSDC 
is also unable to achicvc the 
expected goal because  the 
program was started very late 
in the day. MSSDS under the 
project Skill Meghalaya em ­
paneled NGOs for providing 
skill training to the youths 
at the beginning o f last year 
only. N G O s w ere a b le  to 
start the training only in the 
second part o f  last year. The 
truth is it is also too early to 
say if  this government initia­
tive has helped in providing 
the needed skill sets for tltc 
young  people  o f  the state 
to  help them be gainfully  
employed.

MD.Vs F(K  LSing 
on the farm ers 

FOCUS is one schcmc that 
went o ff  the target becausc 
C h ie f  M in ister C onrad K. 
Sangma was in a hurry. FO­
CUS which is an abbreviation 
o f  Farmers* Collectivization 
for Upscaling Production and 
Marketing Systems is aimed 
at supporting  the farm ers 
to  get them a good market

and also to help them get a 
good pricc for their produce. 
The FOCUS approach is to 
support funding, value chain 
development, machinery' sup­
port. market linkages, trans­
portation. and aggregation o f  
the produce o f  the farmers. 
Hut the important question is 
whcthcrFOCUS has achieved 
the goals o f  p rov id ing  the 
above services to farmers? 
FO CUS is a good schem e, 
but il went for a toss when the 
Chief Minister who is in hurry 
started using it as an election 
gimmick. The problem started 
when the government began 
to distribute dummy cheques 
to the farmers. The question 
is whether the farmers that 
are organized under the Pro­
ducer’s Group been provided 
the necessary training to start 
their activity? The C hicf Min­
ster was quick to  make a tall 
claims that they have distrib­
uted crorcs o f  money for tlic 
benefit o f  the fanners but the 
question is w hether the fann­
ers have been able to make the 
best use o f  the money?

In its earlier stage. FOCUS 
also included in its ambit the 
p rom o tion  o f  nano  e n te r­
prises. and service providers. 
Nano enterprises are those in 
which tlic ow ner employs two 
or more assistants in her/his 
unit and the service provider 
is one who provides scrvicc 
for the different needs o f  the 
farmers in the village. The 
scrvicc  could be providing 
transportation or providing 
immediate and basic veteri­
nary services in their respec­
tive villages. T his is also a 
good idea that would have 
helped create more jobs, but 
the same was not continued 
in the program.

Rural Backyard Piggery 
Schcmc and Piggery Mission

A few months back Chicf 
M inister Conrad K Sangma 
also launched a flagship pro­
gram called Rural Backyard 
Piggery schcmc. Tlic govern­
ment’s goal is to help improve 
the income o f  the farmers, but 
this scheme w as destined to 
fail because the piglets were 
brought from outside the state 
and also the cost o f  a fattened 
pig in Meghalaya has fallen 
sharply because o f  the pigs 
that camcs to the Meghalaya 
from outside the state. The 
other flagship program o f  the 
MDA the Piggery mission 
will also suffer the same fate 
because o f  the import o f  pigs 
from outside Meghalaya. It 
is. therefore, safe to say lhat 
the schem es that ihe MDA 
government launched to  cre­
ate employment for tltc youths 
have not been able to achicvc 
the expected goals.

Stop noise, 
drinks, and 

vulgarity 
during Pujas
Editor,
A propos the letters by 

Sa lil G cw a li, “ C ritic ism  
against vulgar entertainment 
during pujas" (ST January 
12. 2023) a nd  re jo inders 
such a s •• "No More Wild
parties on  Christm as" by 
Robert Lyngdoh, ’’Religious 
leaders and CPC should take 
initiative" By Rupcsli Nath. 1 
also want to cxp-css through 
this daily my disappointment 
w ith D urga puja o rgan iz­
ers and facilitaiors. In this 
regard. 1 wish to recall my 
ordeal while going around 
som e pandals in the year 
2019. My close friend and 1 
were on fast on the 7th day 
o f  Navaratra which wc keep 
every year. Wc both dccidcd 
to  visit a few nearby puja 
pandals in the evening. Full 
o f  cxcitcm en t wc set out 
on the journey for Goddess 
D urga's darshai at around 
8.30 pm. People w ere all in 
a festive mood a id  wc were 
happy. Initially , w c  w ere 
not aware that three boys, 
w ho 1 believe .vcrc partly 
drunk, were chasing us from 
one pandal. They were also 
teasing us. I became aware o f 
what they were up to. They 
followed us from pandal to 
pandal. Realizing the spooky 
situation. I sought the help 
o f  a gentleman on the road 
who was with his w ife and 
children. Thank G od, that 
person scolded those hoys 
and chascd them away. Wc

thanked that person and his 
wife.

C o - in c id c n ta l ly  w hat
again terrified us was when 
wc w itnessed the  drunken 
brawls outside another puja 
pandal. If not for the policc. 
the s ituation  at tha t tim e 
would have turned violent. 
We found it very difficult to 
reconcile with what wc cx- 
pccted from the puja pandal 
and w hat I w itnessed. My 
inside strongly revolted. Wc 
both felt deeply distressed 
and returned hom e. Sincc 
then we have not visited a 
single puja pandal till date.

I am  disclosing this inci­
dent for the first time through 
this daily. After reading so 
many rejoinders to G cw ali’s 
letter. I felt that I should open 
up people’s eyes and expose 
those w ho a rc  responsible 
and who do not know the ex­
act meaning o f  puja. I believe 
wc should protest against the 
increasing sacrilegious indul­
gences. 1 completely blame 
the puja organizers who hold 
such kinds o f  programs and 
invite rowdy elements. They 
cannot differentiate between 
God and devil and they pro­
m ote non-gt>dly a ctiv itie s 
for entertainm ent. T his all 
liappcncd because there is no 
one to protest. M y question to 
the puja organizers and CPC 
is would such godless things 
and violcncc have happened 
if  there were BHAJANs and 
KIRTANs instead o f  noisy 
dance competitions? Without 
any reservations, I have to 
say that I have no respect for 
such puja  organizers. They 
have gone against the objec­
tive behind the w orship o f
Goddess Durga.

Even du ring  Sarasw ati 
puja. Krishna Janmashtami, 
and V'iswakamia puja they 
ce le b ra te  pu ja  w ith  B o l­
lyw ood songs. W hy does 
the Central Puja Committee 
(CPC) still not realize that 
wc arc falling  from grace 
in the eyes o f  other faiths. 
Being  a H indu , my head  
hangs in shame. Can anyone 
quote from the sacred books 
in w hich there is  m ention 
that G od w ill b le ss  us all
when we celebrate the tiacred
days with noise, drinks, and 
vulgarity? All should raise 
a strong voice against such 
sacrilegious puja. which is 
an insult to God.

Yours etc., 
Usha Kakoti.

Via email

W rong T im ing  
for Tiling.

Hdilor.
Wc appreciate the pave­

ment tiling work presently 
being done at Laitumkhrah 
but is not the tim ing a little 
off?  T he work cou ld  have 
been earned out in Decem­
ber o r early January when 
wheeled traffic was less in­
stead o f  now when colleges 
and schools are about to start 
and main roads a rc  getting 
more crow ded by the day. 
P e d e s tr ian s  now  have to 
walk on the road itselfas the 
pavem ents a re  b locked off  
and with umpteen cars and 
zoom ing tw o  wheelers, wc 
only hope it is not a disaster 
waiting to happen.

Yours ctc..
J.M  Puiial,

Via email

Storm y  
parliam ent 

session ahead!
Editor,
The last 3-4 parliam ent 

sessions saw  pandemonium 
in both house* and the very 
purpose o f  calling the ses­
sions is defeated. W hereas 
India is the largest democracy 
and  o the r countries follow 
the Indian democratic model
il  a p p ea ls  il.i l M idi type  
o f  ruckus will continue till 
March 2024 when parliament 
elections will be declared. So 
wc have to be prepared to sec 
disruptions in parliament.

It is w orth  no ting  tha t 
publicopinionis not involved 
in the bills pa>sed by parlia­
ment. In this context I quote 
the example of Pandit Jawa- 
hartal Nehru who called the 
jo in t Parliament Session to 
discuss the Hindu Code Bill 
and  when on ; o f  members 
asked Nehru why he called 
a joint session when there is 
no opposition to  this bill, he 
replied that in parliamentary 
dem ocracy public opinion ' 
will is a  must otherwise de­
mocracy will iave no mean­
ing

Crude priccs arc rising and 
has gone beyond the reach 
o f  the common man. It is in­
cumbent on ike government 
to  convince ihc opposition 
pan ics lhat it is due to hike 
in international crude prices 
o r w hatever reasons. But the 
sanctity o f  parliament must 
be m aintained It is expcctcd 
from  political parties that 
they should net involve party 
po litics but should uphold 
national interests above all.

Wc have seen a lot ofdisrup- 
tions in both the Lok Sabha 
and  Rajya Sabha as po liti­
cal parties settled political 
scores, w ithou t caring  for 
the national interests. Dur­
ing the last two sessions due 
to disruptions in parliament 
many important bills could 
not be passed. It is expected 
that these bills will be passed 
in this session. Let us hope 
that good wisdom will prevail 
on parliament members and
p<*lly pnrty politics will hi'
kept away by both the ruling 
party as well as by opposition 
parties

I quote  the expressions 
expressed by late Prime Min­
ister Chandra Shekhar. " If  a 
person wants to enter politics 
then he/she  m ust have to 
maintain the habit o f  express­
ing sorry for any act and as 
well to say thanks." Much o f  
the ruckus in parliament is 
because members don’t say 
sorry w hen they have broken 
the protocol o f  the House. 
D uring the tenure o f  Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee there were 
instructions to the Parliamen­
tary M inister that he should 
be more visible in the opposi­
tion benches'leadcrs than in 
the treasury benches so  that 
the House may run smoothly. 
To maintain the sanctity o f  
parliament it is expcctcd from 
the ruling party that it should 
refrain from passing the bills 
in  the last one o r two days 
without any  discussions as 
the ruling party had done in 
the last parliament session 
as the last session was also 
washed away.

India be ing  the largest 
democracy in the world it ia 
expected from the members

o f  parliam en t to  m aintain 
decorum  so  lhat they may 
be the  exam ple  fo r o the r 
countries also. Ihc collective 
wisdom o f  parliament is not 
being brought to bear in craft­
ing out legislation and this 
leads to flawed laws and the 
promulgation o f  ordinances to 
enforce amendments. In the 
end both ruling party as well 
as opposition parties should 
m aintain decorum  and  the 
dignity o f  parliament.

Currcntly there is a tussle 
going on between the Chicf 
M inister o f  Delhi and the Lt 
Governor. T his will have an 
impact on the smooth func­
tioning o f  the Rajya Sabha 
as the AAP has ten MPs there 
but no MP in the Lok Sabha. 
Ihc  Congress’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra will be com pleted on 
Jan 30 but a new yatra will 
be  started from Jan 26 for two 
months. In Bihar new issues 
are being raised every day and 
subsequently this will have its 
cfleet on the parliament ses­
sion also. Elections to three 
north eastern states had been 
decla red . U nem ploym ent, 
price  rise and dem ands o f  
farmers arc the burning is­
sues. Joshim ath will be a hot 
issue too. The O ld Pension 
Schcmc too is a burning topic 
for all political parties.

Wc can only w ish for the 
smooth functioning ofParlia- 
mcnt.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
Ihe views o f Ihe writers/ 
au tho rs  and not tha t of
The Shillong Times

Joshimath in 
the making in 

Meghalaya
By Dr Barnes Mawrie

T he recent news report on 
U ltarakhard presents a hor­
rifying sccnc almost like one 
o f  the seem s from the movie 
” 2012“ whercciticsjusl cavcd 
in. Tlic opening o f  the ground 
and the cracks o f  buildings in 
Joshim ath and other towns 
o f  Uttarakhand, cam e as an 
unforeseen natural calamity 
to the people o f  that state. It 
looks like Jttarakhand is no 
longer an inhabitable place 
which shoidd be abandoned 
altogether. W here will ihc 
people o f  the state go? Tliat 
is the big question for the 
government. Property worth 
hundreds c f  crorcs just goes 
dow n the drain in a matter 
o f  few days. Wc sympathize 
with the suffering people o f 
that state *nd wc hope and 
pray lhat quick solutions will 
be found tocasc the misery o f  
those people.

I lowever, study shows that 
the sinking o f  these towns is

methods unfortunately arc 
not p rac ticed  in  o u r  state 
o f  Meghalaya. With all the 
tunnels and cavities under­
ground left unfilled, there 
is an  im m inent danger o f  
the entire area caving in. In 
some places in Jaifttia Hills 
there are a lready  sink ing  
areas and some buildings are 
already experiencing cracks. 
Im agine i f  a  strong earth­
quake takes p lace (w hich 
is bound to happen one day 
o r the other as we arc in the 
earthquake p rone  region) 
w hat w ould happen lo all 
these  p la ce s?  Like those  
tow ns in  U ttarakhand our 
towns located in these min­
ing areas, will just cave in 
and what a damage lo life
and  p ro p e rty  lha t w ould 
mean.

It is an open secret that 
in spite o f  the ban on coal 
mining by the NGT, c lan ­
destine mining is still going

not a natural calamity but a 
man-made one. It seems that 
the extensive hydcl projects 
lhat arc going on thcrc arc to 
be blamed. There has been so 
much o f  tKnamitc bursting 
done on these placcs while 
constructing the dams. This 
defin itely  has a loosening 
and weakening effect on the 
surface anei consequently the 
ground slowly gives way and 
what wc witness today has 
been a clu in  effect o f  such 
anti-environmental activities. 
Experts also say that the ob­
struction o f the natural flow 
o f  water a id  the unplanned 
construction  o f  bu ild ings 
have also added to the cause 
o f  such a calamity.

While we pity the people 
o f  Uttarakhand for such ter­
rible cvcnis they a re  going 
through, wc should not forget 
that our own people may one 
day suffer ihe same fate. Let 
me turn my atten tion  here 
to  Jaifttia  H ills especially  
East Jail'll i> District as well 
a s Shallang  area  in W est 
Khasi Hill», where massive 
unscientific coal mining has 
been going on for decades. 
Greed for money has led Ihc 
coal barons to have recourse 
to rat-holc mining and other 
unscientific methods because 
they arc less expensive. Yet 
they neither care about the 
damage they do to the land 
surface nor for the safety 
o f  the people living in the 
arcas.

M any years ago , I had 
visited an underground coal 
mine in Germany and there 
the mining is done in a very 
scientific manner. A fter the 
coal is extracted, they pump 
w ater into lie  cavities and fill 
up all the tunnels and then 
they cover up the openings. 
In this way the ground water 
level is m aintained and  it 
protects the land from caving 
in. In another visit lo an open 
coal m inirg in  G ermany. I 
witnessed how the machines 
scoop the brown coal and 
deposit the soil behind and
lh<» plnrf U liinutl inlnn cul­
tivable land. Such scientific

on in these places. Trucks o f  
coal are still being exported 
to  o the r p laces and even 
to B angladesh. T here  arc 
powerful people behind the 
w hole racket and  money 
power plays a very decisive 
role in the whole affair. All 
the coal barons need not fear 
about these afterm aths be­
cause they all have mansions 
in Shillong and elsew here 
where they can escape to. 
W ho w ill be the poor vic­
tims? It is the poor people 
who have now here e lse to 
go but to  continue living in 
those places. They are  the 
ones w ho arc  bearing the 
brunt o f  these unscicniific 
and illegal money-m aking 
activities. Today w hen even 
ihe so u rce s  for d rink ing  
water in these arcas have 
m ostly been poisoned. It is 
the poor w ho will get sick 
and  d ie  and no t the coal 
ba rons bccausc  they can 
afford to buy bottled water. 
The vicious cycle w ill go 
on and in the turn o f  events 
the rich and pow erful will 
alw ays su rv ive  w hile the 
poor and the have-nots will 
perish.

It i s  t im e  f o r  th e  
Hynrticwtrep people lo  get 
rid o f  this selfish and greedy 
attitude which is  destroying 
our community from w ithin 
and start reviving our h u ­
mane and ethical code o f  
living as handed dow n to us 
by ou r wise ancestors. Wc 
need urgently to revive the 
sense o f  solidarity and col­
lective well-being. Mahatma 
Gandhi has rightly pointed 
out lhat "nature has enough 
for everyone’s need and not 
for anyone’s greed." Let not 
greed destroy the very land 
on which w c have lived for 
thousands o f  years bccausc 
our children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren slill 
need it.

(The writer has authored  
the hook, *Climate Change: 
A Theologica l-M oral R e­
sponse. ’ H e can  be  reached  
til barnesmawrie^n ffmtiil.
com)
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Politicians must give accounts 
- Not a list of achievements

“  Transparency increases credibility 
and accountability. ”

—  P ark  W on-soon
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C apricious public sentim ents
POLITICS and politicians create noise during elec­
tion campaigns mainly to divert people's attentions 
from their failure to deliver the public goods in 
the last five years. To fight anti-incumbency ruling 
party politicians use all kinds o f diversionary tactics. 
Unfortunately people easily fall for such stratagem 
but that's also because during the election campaign 
period there arc no platforms for raising questions 
from those who have held the reins of governance. 
Sitting MLAs make generic statements about what 
they have utilised the MLA schemes o f Rs 2.5 
crore annually. Recently an MLA confessed that 
the money he could not spend in the last five years 
was used to buy pressure cookers for his destitute 
constituents. It is bad enough that the relationship 
between the volcrs and the MLA is reduced to that 
o f a client and patron. The MLA schcmes has been 
largely abused and the bulk o f it is used in the fag 
end of the MLA’s tenure which is in the fifth year 
when he/she seeks re-election. It is unfortunate that 
people arc not educated enough to understand that 
what’s being used to lure voters is public money and 
docs not come from the MLAs personal coffers.

Another cortentious issue about Meghalaya’s 
politics is that people tend to have short memories. 
The pressure groups that make a strident noise for 
all o f four years and will be doing that the moment 
a new government is in place by March 3 next are 
curiously silent now. Once a new government is 
formed they will start making the same old demands 
they have raised for the last 50 years. These would 
include the border disputes with Assam, the Inner 
Line Permit, booking the railways from entering 
Meghalaya, deporting the ubiquitous alien (who is 
never identilied). A pressure group that raised a hue 
and cry over unemployment a couple o f months 
ago is now not even demanding that all political 
parties should make unemployment a priority in 
their manifesto.

If the politicians arc holding public meetings, it 
is incumbent on the pressure groups to have paral­
lel meetings where they will remind people o f the 
unfulfilled promises o f successive governments 
and of the many scams that have tainted the present 
MDA government. What has happened to the Smart 
Meter scam and the Rice scam? Where are the en­
quiry reports? Why are they not made public? Are 
other political parties like VPP and TMC that were 
not in the government reminding the public o f these 
issues? What about the collapse o f the Meghalaya 
Assembly dome? At whose doorstep does the blame 
lie? It’s public money down the drain so why is the 
MDA government brushing all these misdemeanours 
under the carpet? And worse is that the engineer in 
charge o f  the construction of the Assembly building 
is contesting elections from the NPP ticket. This is 
literally a slap in the face o f the voting public.

M eghalaya has bccomc a 
stale with super diminished 
e xpec ta tions. A nd du ring  
e le c tio n s  m ore  so. From  
West to East, North to South, 
suddenly, media and/or PR 
accounts o f  parties a re  full 
o f  celebratory stories about 
M LA s g iv ing  accounts o f  
their expenditure. And like/ 
lovereacts on these suppos­
edly ’heart-w arm ing 'stories 
o f  transparency grow expo­
nentially.

So  w hat a rc  these  a c ­
counts? G oing by infograph­
ic s  r e le ased  by  an M LA  
o r a daily  (rc)inauguration 
o f  w orks w ith photos that 
som e  lo n g - te rm  M L A  in 
Shillong are touting as their 
accounts, one  rea lises that 
these  a re  no  a c c o u n ts  at 
all. They arc  merely the list 
o f  w orks carried  ou t from 
Peop le ’s m oney. T hey  all 
are like som e many crorcs 
spent on  roads, some many 
lakhs on p ressure  cooker, 
blanket, bad  quality crock­
ery, laptops and  mementos 
d istribu ted . T hey  a ll read 
and sound like the slogans 
on big expensive hoardings 
tha t th e  g o v e rn m e n t pu t 
up all around the state. So 
m any k ilo m etre s  o f  road  
every day. so many women 
part o f  SHG program m es, 
so much money transferred 
to so many people etc.

But are these accounts or 
ju st expenditure  counting? 
Let us use a cl ichcd example. 
W hen we send  o u r  c h ild  
with 100 rupees to  shop for 
things, let us say a packet 
o f  sugar, tea and m ilk and 
she comes back with sugar, 
tea and  m ilk, w hat kind o f  
accounts do w c ask o f  her? 
Did you get sonic change? 
W hat w as the price o f  sugar, 
tea and milk? D id she get 
some change? Docs she have 
a receipt? And if  w c sec  her 
teeth browned by chocolatcs 
w c w ant to  find ou t whether 
she is inflating the priccs to 
get some extra money for her 
impulse purchase. We do this 
because we w ant our child 
to  leam some life lessons in 
economics and be ethical in 
spending money. But why is 
it ihat this sam e principle we 
apply to our child, w c forget 
to app ly  to  ou r M LA and 
government expenditure?

N ow  fo r  in s ta n c e , an 
M LA  te lls  us tha t he  has 
d istribu ted  350 lap tops to 
meritorious students in five

By Angela Ran gad
o f  that expenciturc?

H ow  much per laptop?
W ho supplied these lap­

tops. where were these lap­
tops procured from and how 
was the supplier choscn?

T hese  arc the  k inds o f  
questions CAG audit asks 
anyway. Answer to  the first 
two questions are  important 
because they will allow us to 
check whether the beneficia­
ries received the laptops or 
they arc merely ghost names. 
Like during CoVID-19 pan­
dem ic  c ash  su p p o r t p ro ­
gram m e o f  the government.

Wc need to know  w hether 
the  supp lier is your w ife / 
ncp hew /ch ild  o r com pany 
o r organisation in which you 
have a personal interest?

So w hat should 
a ccountab le  & 

tra n s p a re n t account 
look like?

O ne o f  the  m ost co m ­
mon m isconceptions about 
corrup tion  is about reduc­
ing the act o f  corruption to 
merely 'm oney’and 'corrupt' 
ind iv idual. A nd the re fo re  
the  so lu tion  to  c o rrup tion  
is red u c ed  to  g e ttin g  the

“One o f  the most common misconceptions 
about corruption is about reducing the 
act o f  corruption to merely 'money 'and 

'corrupt ' individual. And therefore the 
solution to corruption is reduced to getting 

the corrupt individual out and getting 
morally upright and educated (quality 

o f  degree doesn't matter) individuals in. But 
fo r  fa r  too long in spite o f  many sanctimonious 

pronouncements these individual- based 
anti-corruption solutions have failed.”

the list that Government gave 
out to our RTI queries had 
more than a lakh o f  names 
o f  bencfic iar  e s  w ho w ere 
supposed to  have received 
their 2100 5000 rupees but 
when w e checked on them, 
many had not received their 
money o r had only received 
their money partially 

A nsw ers to question no.
3 and 4, would let us know 
w h e th e r  o u r  m o n e y  w as

corrup t individual ou t and 
getting morally upright and 
educated (quality o f  degree 
doesn’t m atter) individuals 
in. But for far too long in 
spite o f  many sanctimonious 
pronouncements these indi­
vidual- based anti-corruption 
solutions have failed.

Wc need  to  rem em ber 
that corruption is first o f  all 
stealing o f  people’s dem o­
cratic rights as citizens by

“IVe need to ivmember that corruption 
is first o f  all stealing o f  people's democratic 

rights as citizens by an individual or 
institution. It is about abuse o f  power. 

Money flov. ing up to the person holding power 
over us is merely a product o f  that abuse. 

Second, corruption is an issue only under a 
democracy. In the olden times where sovereign 
and oligatvhs held divine or ritual power over 

masses, corruption was only when someone 
stole from the king or oligatvhs

The Lukha 
River is dead: 
An obituary

By H: Passali

D ynastic 
Politics: A 

Problem  for 
D evelopm ent
Editor,
In many developed coun­

tries. especially «i Western 
Furope, people have eradi­
cated the early widespread o f  
dynastic politics for decades. 
In the Indian situation, the 
peop le  in  the recen t past 
rejected political dynasties 
from the countrys political 
arena. This kind o f politics, 
played by many politicians, 
negative ly  impacted so c i­
ety.

Roland Mendoza revealed 
in a study that "dynasty-ruled 
constituencies" tyiically had 
m ore s ig n ific a i t in conic  
disparity and poverty levels. 
A nother survey by R. Tusa- 
1cm and others emphasizes 
the predominance o f  "fam ­
ily -based  po litics ,"  w hich 
justifies the  exploitation o f  
public funds. Consequently, 
there is a mismanagement o f  
funds allocated for health, 
education, employment, in­
f ra s tru c tu re . and  o v e ra ll 
economic development.

I f  w c agree, Meghalaya 
lias created a few dceades o f  
what we refer to a? "dynastic 
politics." In such cases, this 
politics captures the elector­

a te  and locks out potential 
leaders o f  the "non-dynasts" 
class from public office. In 
today's era o f  the West and 
India, the people experienced
such destructive political in­
terference, which led to its 
e rad ica tion . A lthough the 
West designs many hannful 
strategics for others, a t the 
same tim e, we cannot ignorc 
som e o f  the ir  best de m o ­
cratic values, which replaced 
the early political dynasties 
w ith people-centered po li­
tics. Wc anticipate that the 
s ta te 's  people  w ill follow  
their democratic procedure 
and our country’s electoral 
reform  as examples o f  hope 
fo ra  better Meghalaya while 
castin g  the ir  vo tes in  the 
upcoming election.

Yours etc..
Batskhcm Mawlein 

Via email

Gun violence  
in A m erica

Editor,
In the USA, there is no 

g ua ran tee  that the  person 
w ho left home w ill return 
safely in the evening. Thanks 
to  the easy accessibility  o f  
guns any adult citizen above 
the age o f  21 can purchase 
firearms. Therefore, a  sense 
o f  d oom  p re v a ils  in  th is  
advanced country. It is the

years - accounts can 't just 
say 350 students benefited 
w ith laptops and  so much 
money sanctioned and spent 
on it. F or any  respectab le  
a cc o u n ts  w c  w ou ld  need  
answers to  the following five 
questions

W ho are  these 350 s tu ­
dents?

W 'hat is  the  b rand  and  
model nam es o f  these lap­
tops?

H ow  m uch  m oney w as 
spent in  procuring these lap­
tops and detailed breakdown

country with the largest c i­
vilian gun ow nership in the 
world. It has been found that 
there are more firearms with 
th e  c itizcns than  the total
popu la tion . T he law  here 
never considers that adults 
may go insane and fire that 
gun on the innocent at some 
point in  time. It seem s the 
court o f  law still does not ad­
mit that parents' pistols can 
also  be  used a s playthings 
by  th e ir  k id s. M oreover, 
since the a n n s sales involve 
a trillion-dollar business, the 
leaders on ly  w him per, not 
scream, against the increas­
ing gun-shooting violence.

The most gnicsom c gun 
attack recently happened at 
a dance studio in Monterey 
Pa rk , o ne  o f  rhc th ic k ly  
populated suburbs o f  Asian 
Americans in Los Angeles, 
killing 11 people and leav­
ing  nine  others injured. A 
72-ycar-old man indiscrim i­
nately fired at the people in 
the dance hall. The perpe­
trator. Iluu C an  Tran, was 
found dead  som e d istance 
aw ay from M onterey Park 
due  to  a  self-inflicted gun­
shot wound.

T h e  g u n  a t t a c k  a t  
M onterey Park w as a fatal 
one  since May 2022. when 
a shooter, an "18-year-old 
boy”, ftred at 19 school stu ­
dents and  tw o teachers in 
Uvalde. Texas. T he incident 
plunged the entire country

spent properly. I f  X brand 
laptop, model no. Y costs 
Rs. 22 .000  on am azon  o r 
flipkart and  the bill show s 
ihat it was procured for Rs. 
28000. we wculd know that 
Rs. 5000 extra is  e ith e r  a 
u se le s s  expen d itu re  o r  is 
skim ming o f f  the money by 
the supplier/MLA.

A nd finally answ er to  the 
last question would answer 
the question about nepotism 
and  c o n flic ts  o f  in te rest.

into grief. W'hat is most ap­
palling is the countless gun 
shooting incidents that occur 
across the USA yearly w hile 
th e  N ational R ifle  A sso ­
c iation harps ihat Americans 
need to "buy" more and more 
guns for "self-defense". A 
trick o f  the trade at the cost 
o f  one's life!

So wliat drives Americans 
to fire shots at the innocent? 
W ill the  m ass dem onstra ­
tions and candlelight protests 
bring an end to this vicious 
shooting  culture?  N o. not 
at a ll. W hy it there no total 
ban on a gun-buying spree 
where people can purchase 
firearms as they buy  cakes 
from  a bakery shop? O ne 
finds America the most na- 
Tve country' to think adults 
can’t behave like a savage! 
Racial ha trcJ, particularly  
white supremacy, is another 
menace in the US that led to 
brutal gun violence resulting 
in horrific bloodshed. What 
about the January 6. 2023 
incident in Virginia where 
a "6-ycar-oldchild" shot his 
te ac h er and  w ounded  her 
in the  classroom ? Should 
tcachcrs also carry a pistol 
for their defense in school? 
T here  are  iro re  questions 
than answers.

T lie leaders , inc lud ing  
from previous governments, 
are to  blame for the rise in 
gun violence in the country. 
T he m ost horrendous Las

an individual o r institution. 
It is about abuse o f  power. 
M oney flow ing  up  to  the 
person holding pow er over 
us is merely a  product o f  that 
abuse. Second, corruption is 
an issue only under a  democ­
racy. In the olden times where 
sovereign and oligarchs held 
divine o r ritual pow er over 
masses, corruption w as only 
w hen som eone stole  from  
the king o r  oligarchs. It is 
only under democracy where

Vegas shooting tha t killed 
60  people and w ounded at 
least 413, and  the O rlando 
nightc lub shooting, which 
lefl 49  people dead, failed
(o touch the conscience o f  
the leaders w ho continue to 
promote gun sales. They are 
only good at expressing their 
hollow condolcncc messages 
as routine affairs.

One wonders how many 
m o re  b lo o d y  n ia s sa c rc s  
should happen before politi­
cal leaders take gun violence 
w ith absolute seriousness. 
Their lackadaisical attitude 
is more unpardonable than 
barbaric gun shooters. Until 
the  gun craze is chcckcd. 
hum anity  w ill rem ain d e ­
fenseless in America.

Yours etc..
Salil Gcwali.

Shillong

W om en in 
politics

Fdilor.
Today India feels proud 

o f  the  pow er and position 
enjoyed by its women. They 
have w orked  hard  against 
heavy odds to achieve their 
p re se n t p o s it io n  a nd  so  
rich ly  d eserve  w hat they
have achieved. Today Indian 
w om en hold high positions 
in every walk o f  life- from 
education to  entrepreneur-

pow er is supposedly held by 
the  com m on people  w ho 
have rights and supposed to 
be equal before law that the 
question  o f  corruption b e ­
com es pertinent. Because o f  
democracy, ou r representa­
tives or bureaucracy arc pub­
lic servants, they a re  merely 
spending our money o r ex­
ercising pow er on our behalf 
b c ca u sc  so v e rc ig n (k in g )  
un d e r de m o crac y  a re  the 
citizcns. Any action by the 
public se rvan ts that steals 
that pow er from the citizens 
is therefore corruption.

So to  stop that corruption 
what should be  done. First, 
it is  im portant that people 
know  that the governm ent 
money being spent on their 
welfare is their money. It is 
no grace from the politician. 
It is not for some MLA to 
recommend or implement or 
spend. And if  it is our money 
then w e need to  be given ac­
counts for the expenditure. 
Accounts have to  at a very 
minimum show

How w as the  decision for 
expenditure taken?

All the bills and vouchers 
for the expenditure?

W ho is implementing the 
schem e? Is there any conflict 
o f  interest?

H as th e  s c h e m e  be en  
im p lem e n te d ?  H ow  long  
d id it take?

W hat w as the quality o f  
the w orks and who were the 
beneficiaries?

In M eghalaya these days 
M LAs and politicians rather 
than  g iv in g  a c c o u n ts  are  
m ore interested in installing 
expensive (and probably il ­
legal) stones canrying their 
nam e as im plcnicntcrs and 
rcco n im cndcr ra th e r than 
g iv ing  ou t accounts o f  the 
expenditure. Sadly even tlie 
g overnm ent is  not im p le ­
menting the section 4 o f  the 
RTI Act 2005, under which 
the re  has to  be proac tive  
disclosure in public domain 
for much o f  this expenditure. 
It is as i f  Transparency and 
A ccountability is no longer 
an issue in Meghalaya.

But w e know that for far 
to o  long  g o v e rn a n ce  and  
econom y in M eghalaya is 
pockm arkcd w ith instances 
o f  sm all tim e to b ig  tickct 
c o r ru p tio n  a n d  a b u se  o f  
p o w e r  le a c h in g  p e o p le 's  
resources in a few criminal 
hands. T he only w ay to stop 
th is is  to  have m andatory 
legal framework o f  proactive 
d isc losures and possibility  
o f  citizens to ensure that the 
criminal politico-bureaucrat- 
ic class that gets exposed by 
this regim e o f  Transparency 
and  Accountability pay for 
their misdeeds.

A nd we can beg in  this 
b y  p ro v id in g  RF.AL A C ­
CO U N TS not ju s t a list o f  
works done.

(A n g e la  R a n g a it is  a  
m em ber o f  Kam  Meghalaya  
«£ contesting fo r  M IA  in the  
upcoming elections.)

ship: from business to  bu ­
reaucracy and from adm in­
istration to the arm ed forces. 
H ow ever, w om en a rc  still 
under-represented in Parlia­
m ent and state assem blies. 
Indian w om en have com e 
a long way in politics. But 
key reforms (viz 33 percent 
rese rva tion  for w om en in 
parliament and state assem ­
blies) that could see  them 
im prove the ir  position re­
main undone because o f  the 
m ale feudal mentality. The 
W om en's Reservation Bill 
o r T he Constitution (lOXth 
Amendment) Bill has been in 
parliament for over two de­
cades. M ale politicians with 
feudal attitudes had and will 
do their worst to prevent tlie 
Bill from being enacted

H e n c e  a c c o r d in g  to  
Global G ender G ap Report.
2021, India has declined on 
the political em pow erm ent 
index by  13.5 percentage  
points, and a decline in the 
number o f  women ministers, 
from 23.1%  in 2019 to  9.1%  
in 2021.

Yours etc..
Dr. Omarlin Kyndiah.

Via email

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
the view s o f  the writer*/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

The river Lukha's source 
is  a t the  foo th ills  o f  tw o  
h illo ck s  M aran gksih  and 
lakorsing w est o f  Saipung. 
O v e rse e in g  th e  r iv e r  is  
the  Khaddoom  range that 
w edges tp a rt Fast Jain tia  
H ills  a n j  N o rth  C a ch a r  
H ills . The river is rich in 
aquatic  lives. In the olden 
d a y s ang lers c am p ing  on 
the  banks cou ld  h e ar the 
e lephants and the ir leaders 
tm  m pet to  say "sorry "to 
thcjhum U  in great numbers 
begging  the boasts to  leave 
th e  paddy  u n h a rm e d . At 
tim es an alarm  call o f  the 
bark ing  ccer be ing  sta lked 
b y  the royal Bengal tiger 
cou ld  be heard. T he river 
finally  descends un to  the 
Surm a river to  m eet w ith 
the  B ay  a f  Bengal w here  
the sun scorches the w aters 
to  raise rain bearing clouds 
back to L.ikha river a ll gov ­
erned  by cycle w-ell tim ed 
unlike today in the w orld o f  
c lim ate  change.

F o r tu n a te ly  o r  u n fo r­
tunately  Bast Ja in tia  H ills 
struck  coal in the  1980s. 
W ith the  exodus o f  cheap 
rat hole  miners from as far 
a s  B ihar a n d  N ep a l, the  
m in e s  soon rea ch e d  the  
v ic in ity  o f K haddoom  v il­
lages. T h ; e co lo g ic a l Sur­
vey o f  India on  Statehood 
d ay  1972 an n o u n ce d  the 
good  news. "L im estone  in 
the Abode o f  C louds w ould 
last to eternity." By 2000. 
th e  c em en t c o m p an y  by  
nam e Star C em ent view ed 
the  v illages around  Lum- 
sh n o n g  and  a p p ro a c h e d  
th e  th e n  g o v e rn m e n t o f  
M eghalaya. Fortunately for

S ta r  C em en t, M eghalaya  
th e n  w as to o  n a iv e  a n d  
u n a w a re  o f  th e  p o ss ib le  
environm ental destruction 
aw aiting  the Stole vide c e ­
m ent production.

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t o f  
M eghalaya  b lu n d e re d  in 
no t consulting M C C L  es­
ta b lish e d  in  1966  to  a t 
least calculate  the  energy 
c onsum ption v is-a-v is the 
health  o f  our p ow er plants. 
At the time L eshka w as not 
yet b om . T lie then govern ­
m ent g raated license  to  not 
o ne  but ten cem ent plants, 
five clustered around  Nar- 
puh  Reserve F orest in an 
a re a  o f  25 square  km . In 
2 0 0 7 .6  y ;a rs  after licenses 
w ere  g ran ted , th e  L ukha 
river turned blue . A team  
o f  professors o f  C hem istry  
and  Z oology D epartm ents 
o f  St Edm unds C o lle g e  
rushed tod iscovcr pH level 
o f  w ater at 3.5 and  PPM 3. 
and 7 be ng the m inim um  
for aquat c life. T he report 
w as subm itted to  the State 
P o llu tion  C o n tro l B oard 
but a s t lie report w as dam n­
ing and  tiie agency  a  non­
governm ental one  naturally 
it w as shelved.

The b b e d id  not become 
th e  w ri tin g  on  th e  w all, 
rather the governm ent be­
lieved  Star C em ent w hen 
it a ttr ibu ted  the  c ause  o f  
the b lue w aters to e fllucnts 
from coal m ines. / \ s  lethar­
g ic  a s these scientific ag en ­
c ies  a re  a lw ays siding with 
tlie corporates, no surgical 
chcm ical analysis w as ever 
done. Going through You­
T ube. the cause  w as  sa id  
to  be  c o p ie r  su lphate a s its 
so lu tion  in w a tc rg iv cs  rise 
to  b lue  vitriol exactly  like 
Lukha bine. I lad it been so, 
M eghalaya w ould be very 
lucky as copper would be  in 
huge dem and for future c- 
veh iclcs lo replace e lectric 
veh ic le s  w hich  w ould  do 
a w ay  with petrol o r  diesel
e n g in es . It p ro b ab ly  w as 
the ploy o f  these corporates 
to deflect blame from them ­
se lv e s .  T he L u k h a  r iv e r

becam e a  cau se  o f  w orry  
in 2017  w hen  sw im m ers 
e x perienced  a b rasiveness  
a fte r sw im m ing in the river. 
S ad ly  the discovery' that a 
c h cm ic al - gypsum  - the 
m a in  in g re d ie n t u se d  in  
c em en t w hich  caused  the 
b lu e  c o lo u r  w as  h u sh e d  
up . G y p su m  is  c a lc iu m  
sulphate  and its solution in 
w ater is c ither red o r blue.

W hen the Lukha turned 
a b ra s iv e  th e  S P C B  u l ­
tim a te ly  in v i te d  D r D P 
M ukhopadyay. retd  senior 
s c ie n t is t  C c n tra l B o a rd  
o f  Pollution C ontrol New 
D elh i. D r M u k h opadyay  
found the river e lusive. But 
be ing  an  experienced  sc i­
e n tis t. he proceeded  right 
to  the source  near Saipung. 
D escending, he  d iscovered 
tha t a t every  confluence  o f  
the  r iv er w ith  those from 
the  coal m ines o r the aban ­
doned  ones, the river w as 
c le a r .  B ut w h e n  L u k h a  
m eets the  river L unar that 
carries  a ll the  hum an and  
industrial w astes o f  cem ent 
factories, the L ukha turns 
A nd here  w as exposed  the 
fo lly  o f  g ran ting  cem e n t 
licenses arbitrarily.

A g a in  th e  r e p o r t w a s  
subm itted to  SPCB in 2017 
bu t no  c a t io n  h a s  b e e n  
taken. Instead three years 
ag o  S tar C em en t w an ted  
to  en hance  its  production  
cap a city . It needed  m ore  
lim estone and  e yed the 8.2 
k m  a re a  a round  the  cco- 
sensitive  zone o f  N arpuh  
w ild life  sanctuary. Public 
hearings attended by NG Os 
from  Shillong and  locally 
and  the villagers to protest

against g ran ting  m ore for­
e s t  la n d  to  S ta r  C e m e n t 
ended  in sm oke.

A fter a  lull o f  tw o years 
th e  U n io n  E n v iro n m e n t 
M inistry  gran ted  p e rm is­
sion  to  Star Cem ent w ith ­
o u t c o n su ltin g  the  S ta te  
G overnm ent. In the spring 
o f 2 0 2 1. Environm ent M in­
is te r  J a n ie s  PK  S a n g in a  
landed a t the banks o f  the 
L u k h a  b a n k  a m id s t v i l ­
lagers w ho d id  no t under­
stand Knglish. He prom ised 
tha t he w as g o ing  to  bring 
A m erican  and G erm an sc i­
e n tists to treat the Lukha. 
N ow  w e a re  in  Feb ruary
2023 but the re 's  no sign o f  
the  scientists.

R ight now' Lum shnong 
is  r e e l in g  u n d e r  s e v e re  
a ir  p o llu t io n  w ith  f lo w ­
e rs , garden  vegetables and 
c lo thes tu rning grey. C h il­
d ren  a rc  having respiratory1 
problem s. N oise pollution 
a s  well com es from  loud ­
speakers calling  truck d riv ­
e rs  till 3  A M . M y friends 
th e re  a rc  now  noc tu rn a l 
crea tu res . T oday  the  rare 
c a v e s  b ro u g h t to  g lo b a l 
lim e lig h t by M e g h a la y a  
A d v en tu re rs  A sso c ia tio n  
w ith  Israe li a nd  G erm an  
cave rs are  now  filled w ith 
soil. T he irony is  that m in­
e ra l-rich  areas  across India 
a re  inhabited by innocent 
triba ls w ho a re  leaderless. 
E ven  i f  the re  a re  c o m ­
m u n ity  le a d e rs  th e y  a rc  
suppressed. N arpuh has no 
leader to  rescue the people 
ev en  a fte r  the  con firm ed  
death  o f  the Lukha.

I p ray  th a t th is  s to ry  
o f  the death  o f  the Lukha 
aw akens a ll M cghalayans 
to  the roles played  by ou r 
m inistcrs/politicians in this 
rem o rse les s  m u rd e r  o f  a 
river. T h e  peo p le  in  a nd  
a ro u n d  N arpuh  h ave  the  
pow er to  save  them selves 
by  conscientiously prcssing 
on  the right EVM button.

G ood bye Lukha river. 
T hough  dead you  will a l­
w ays rem ind u s o f  the  sins 
o f  the political class.


