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In this chapter I shall be discussing (4) Theoretical

Background, (B) Review of Literature, and (C) Formulation of

the problem of study and methodology.

A,

THEQRETIC AL BACKGROUND

There are only a few 3ocial anthropologists, who write

about ‘primitive economy', who are professionally trained in

the discipline of economics. Professional economists have

chiefly studied the complicated economic institutions of wes-

tern societies, with their complex monetary systems and their

wide range organization of production and distribution. They

generally ask questions like:

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.-

10.

How people extract the natural resources?

What is done with the goods after they are produced?
How the economic entrepremuership operate in the society?
What are the aims of commercialization?

What is the expected outcome of commercialization?
What dp the people gain?

What forms of exploitation that grows?

Is there any organization involved in the process?
How the system continues?

How is the decision making p;@qess takes place in the
community, family and individual?



The most essential requiremept for any human community

is to feed itself and in some of the very simple socleties
this is everybody's main pre-occnpation from childhood to
death, It is a truism that everything we eat, whether animal,
vegetable or mineral, comes either directly or indirectly
from the earth, But this is much less obvious to the modern
man who 1ives in a world of processed foods and super markets,
than it 13 to a member of peasant community, living at or
near a bare subsistence level. As well as food, the environ-
ment has also to produce shelter, clothing and essential tools
(Beattie, 1964: 184),

Occupation 1s the means through vhich a person earns
his livelihood, it 1S an activity and through this activity,
the person gets Something. For example, the fruit seller gets
money by selling fruits.

- 43 a1l our interactions vith other individuals is rele-
?ant, in particular cultural matrix of wﬁich we form a part,
so also the nature and variety of occupation is totally deter-
mined by the culture. The main occupation of 'primitives' is
hunting and gathering,. Their material culture is so undevelop-
ed that they know nothing about fa:ming. The lack of a variety
of occupations in a low cultural level implies lack of spe-

cialization, Specialization starts at a higher level of culture



when some sort of a division of labour comes into existence.
Division of labour in the society causes specialization of
skills and such skills are acquired by particular individuals
or groups of individuals, The diversification and the strati-
fication of occupation comes along with some other peculiari-
ties like religious sanction, endogamy, untouchability. Accor-
ding to Marx, this type of division of labour resulted in the
formation of two classes, one having pover éver the other. In
the pfeseht'wor;d»we usually identify three classes viz., .
upper, middle, énd'lower, and it is impossible to find out a

| rational nexus betweén the oécupaﬁions and the classes because
“thé rating of an indivi@uai into oﬁe of the three classes is
not based on any rational ground; so also, the rating of an
occupafion in the hierarchical scales is not based'on any ra-
'tionai consideration, Hovever, many scholars have tried to
devise an occupational scale for particular societies (North

- and Hatt, 1961).  These scales- are based on some particular
.aspects of the occupation, like income, education, training
ete., or on the combination of more than one such aSpecﬁ. But
ghe rat%ng of an occupation~mainly.depends upon public opindon.
And '1t is ﬁery'difﬁcuit to judge 5n‘wha't‘the jmbuc opinion
about an occupation is based. Moreover, the status of an occu-

'pation may also change from time to time.



Miller and Form (1964) have shown the fmpact of indus-
trialization and modernization of economy on the occupational
structure. They have noted the following changes:

(1) with 1ndustriaiization and modernization of economy
ocecupations become more and more Specialized and
hence require long period of training, resulting
in delay in entering the labour market.

(11) Modernization of economy involves universalistic
norms 1n h1r1ng practices and 30 more women enter '

~ the labour market at all its levels,

(i11) Due to the demand of labour in the area, many out-
~ siders come into the aréa. Someqwork temporarily,

. and some settle permanently. '

(iv) At.the,ear1y'stage qf'industrialization workers in
mannfacfuring and néw services. increase. But this
takes a different shape ﬁith.the growth of indus-
trializgtiqn. N@en_industrialization<comes to. its
full form the requirement of occupations, cbnpected
with transport, commmnication, trade, finance and.

government goes on increasing.
| The size of an occupational group is also a thing of
great importance, becsuse it indicates the trend of the society
towvards that particular occupation;:An occupation which may be



held in high esteem by the society will not certainly attract
many persons31f the reward from it is meagre, At the same
time, an occupation in which the reward is high but not held
in high esteem will not attract many people towards it. How-
ever, néﬁélly océupatioﬁs,which are held in high esteem are
highly rewarded, Fdrm (1965) fbrmnlates-that ¢hanges in ﬁhe
size of an 6ccupation'gruﬁp depends upon the market demand,

~ On the other hand,vthe dependence and‘tha finéngiél rewa;ds
affect hbﬁ it 1s»évélﬁated byche society; |

‘ fIntra-generational:mobility was studied by Miller and
Form ( 5-9&). Their study of individual mobility has shown that
.»mpst of the océupationai mobility takes place within the first
ten yeafs-bf work life. They have also found that proprietors
ahd managers move rapidly and in an orderly vway while skilled
mannuél vorkers and clerical wbrkerslchange'Jobs in the first
parf of 1life, It is also interesting to note that according to
their finding vorkers in domestic:ahd personal service and .
’sézni-skined and unskilled vorkers change jobs throughout their
work 11fe, Miller and Forms' findings may be true for the areas
they studiedfand may not be true for other areas or in other
societies whsme occupations are graded differently and reward-
ed differently. | o



In the 19th century Britain, factory industrialism and
market organization compelled people to sell their labour,
land, and material resources to market for 1ivelihood..Finance,
transporfation; market place, purchase and saleigt money price
- are all linked to each other. This is called market mechanism
or market principie in which all components of the econotiy. are
matually dependent. '

~Aeccording to economigts, market 1s a self regulating
‘system.fThe‘price change induces the sellers and the buyers to
economize, When market organization is economy-wide it creates
market society. Social organization has to adapt to market - -

needs e.g. movement of labourers for high wages.

Tﬁe.market economy is highly decentralized, The 1ndivi-
dual fixes the buying and Selling and reinforces the atomistic
vievw of,Sociéty and'seifbinterest of individuals. AnthropoloQ
gistg ask the questibn: Why.tygwéconomic theory derived from
such a Specialized institutiong1 §atr1x shouldAbe‘rélevant t6.4
all,eéonﬁhies including primitive?rEéqnomists'and some anthrb-'
pologists‘like Le Clair argﬁebﬁhaﬁ Since the analysis is stfuc-
tured in the physical universe, 8, it is universaily appliéa-
blet'Moréover; the economists use the economistie approach to
focus on economy as Secparate from Society and independent of
the other social institutions. Economic motivation induces the



labour to vork for fear of hunger. Another assumption of natu-
iai;écércify is that because of man's unlimited wants; which
is relevant only to some societies, market econcmy is regarded
as universal fact. Economists believe that man has unlimited
wants, but the materlal means are limited, maximm material |
acquisition therefore requires economizing caleulation. If Such
things happen, it is a soclally determined result in a materia-
listic society.

~ Preference for materials at the cost of social goalé-
might be in conflict. If ve see that the importance given to
material apquisition is determined by social institutions, then
the searcity oﬁfmeans also depends on Social circumstances, not

physical circumstance., This is the argument of some economic

anthropologists,

Ihere.are two meanings for the temm economié acccfding.
to Karl Polenyi, viz., substantive and formal, In substantive
sensé, provision of material goods for satisfying blological
and social wants is general‘in its applicability. In any econo-
mic. systenm natnral'resources afe exploitgd vith some'techﬂiqﬁes,
goods are distributed among all people and there is an insti-
tutional structure for repetitive attainment of these aims,
Participants in thavsystem,are.mutua£%§>§ependent for technique,
labour and natural resources, Rules integrate all activities
in the system, | 4.



~ Formalists say that ‘an economic system has a special -
cet;of\rules designed. to maximize Some ends or minimise the -
expendi ture of Some means, There. are four aspects of this

vmeaning:

(i) It has no necessary connection vith substantive
meaning of economic. (11) Economizing calculation need not be
,universal in Substantive sense. (111) Economizing calculation
1s not confined to ‘the creation, distribution or use of mate-
rial goods, and (iv) It can be found in any human activity:
;_Pgiee ond'distribution.theorycis an application of economizing

_coicu;ation:to;aRSpecial set. of conditions and organizational
practices for the pmvision of material goods,

The fruitful application of the eeonomic theory derived
'from the fbrmal meaning of economic depends on the existence
of a. substant1Ve, ‘real vorld eccnomw so crganized that at least
some of .the special postulates of the analysis are institu—
_tionally fulfilled. s

Both meanings of economic are relevant to market orga-A,
nised industrial economy, Material goods are acquired in marb
ket structure. That every society must have suhstantive economic

organization tc prcvidc material means of existence does not



mean that each must have market exchange institutions for
analysing which formal economic theory was designed, Msrket
integrated economy is historically and anthropologically rare.

Polanyl and his associates have shown that there exist
at least two non-market principles of integrative economic
organization for the analysis of which conventional economic
theory is inappropriate. They said that economy-wide market
mechanism, its materially self-géinful economizing calcula-
tion and 1ts monetized intermal and external trade do not
eiist a3 integrative pattern in primitive economies,

In primitive soeieties, production and distribution
involves 1ittle of profit motive; labour i1s not available
for sale; and distribution is set in a non-economic matrix in
the form of gift or ceremonial exchange. The different types
of right in holding land affect its use. The kinds of choices
involved in the assembly of labour force differ, Different
sanctions maintain its operation, The magical and other ritual
procedures affect the allocation of productive effort. Diffe-
rent kinds of social factors provide the basis for and give
meaping to the scheme of distribution of the product of labour.
There are local média of exchange with specific mechanism of
operation. The incentives, individual and communal, in inter-

community trade are also Specific in nature.,
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A tribal society is characterized as 1solated in ecolo-
gy, demography, economy, politics and other social behawiour.r
Tribal society flourished all over the world before the
invention of agriculture i.e. about 10,000 years ago. With
the advent of sgriculture and food production a new social
category emerged in the society. This came to be known as pea-
sant society with the emergence of cities and civilization
arising 5,000 years ago. Generally, a peasant society is in
contact with a city for ideological, political and economic

reasons.

Definition of the term 'peasant' has been the subject
of some argument in recent years. It can be held that this is
not a critical term, capable of much theoretical handling,
but it 1s a broad deseriptive temm of an empirical kind,
suitable only for demarcating rough boundaries in categoriza-
tion, From this point of view, 'peasant' refers to a soclo-
economic category. It deseribes a socilo-economic system of
small-scale producers with a relatively simple, non-industrial
technology. The system 1s a Tural one, though as Robert Rad-
~ field has shoun, it depends on a rural-urban antinomy and
interrelationship, particularly upon tﬁe existence of market.
Definition of a system as 'peasant' implies that it has its

ovn particular local character, partly because of intricate
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ieoeﬁunity,1nterrelatioﬁehips-and partly because in economic
_and social affairs, it both contributes to and draws upon a
town in trade, cultural exchange and general ideologys The
term peasant is commnnly restricted to agricultural producers,
even to those who retain effective control of the land and
are not tenants. But such distinctions are difficult to main-
tain when owners and tenants, as in a Malay rice-grouing area,
are mingled together and may be related by kinship or live in

the same village.

In Baymond Firth's opinion it is not necessary to res-
- trict theﬂterm,'peasant'_only,to tbQSQ.P9°ple who‘cultivate

- _the Soil as owners. It can'usefully 1nc1uderthe:v?eountrfmen'
:also‘who'share the éooial‘life.end values of the cultivatore,
'.‘so that we ean speak not only of peasant agriculturists but
;also of peasent fishermen, peasant craftSmen and peasant mar-
;keters, if they are part of the eame social system. In any ‘
case,. such people are eften in fact partntime cultivators a8
Jwell. If the concept of peaﬂant' be viewed as 1nd1cat1ng a._
iset of structural or social relationships rather than a tech-
.nological category of persons engaged 1n thetsame employment
_then thia,uneonventional:1pelpsive usage seems justified.‘

Some of the key-terms used in this thesis are discussed

belowus
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1. Commerciglization - Commerce means an exehange of merchan-
dise especially on large scale (Oxford Dictionary). Produc-
tion of goods and services may be for self consumption (sub-
sistence economy) or primarily for sale (commercial/market
economy). By 'commercial exploitation, I mean, 1argé scale
utilization of natural and human resources for sale. People .
‘produce more goods than what is required for consumption.
‘Money plays an important role in this economy as a medium of

. exchange, a unit of value and a means of accumilating capital.

Market also plays an important role in this economy because
'almost all transactions between buyer and Seller take place
thrcugh the market insﬁtmtion.

2.&&‘1{2& - Originally, market was understood as a public
.,place in a town where pmvisions and other objects were
- fe,xpo-_sed for sale. When we generalise it means any group of
;,ip.‘ersons who are in intimate businwé relations and carry
"r,‘~extensive transactions in any comnodity. A great city may con-
_"ftain as many markets as there are important branches of trade

"'an@d ‘these markets may or may not be located in specific places.

The idea of locality is not necessary. The traders may be
"spread over a wvhole town, or region, or a country and yet
form a market, if they are, by means of fairs, meetings, pu-
:blished price lists, the post office or ot‘herwise, in close
‘comtmmication with eaoh ether (Marshall, 1936: 134-35). A
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market has certain essential components nke commodity,
buyers and sellers, a place, 1ntercourse between lmyer and
seller, and one prlce for the same commodity at t’he same
time. Markets are also variously elassiﬁed on the basis of
area, time and the nature of competition (perfect and imper-
feot). The size of the market depends on various factors.

| In order to have a wide market a commodity should be porta- |

| .ble, durable, suitable for sampling and gradiag etc, A como-
| dity of general consumption (mels, f’oods, clothings etc) 19 '
bound to have a wide market

lon = The. important factors of produc-

tion are land, labour (1nc1ud1ng organization) and capital.

" Land and labour are original or primary faetors. | Capital is
the outcome of the combined efforts of land and labour. Orga—
k nization is only a form or labour. The entrepremer also

. plays an important role in pmduetion.

langs |
The termm 1and has given a Speeial meaning in Economies.
It does not mean soil as in the ordinary speech; but it is

- used in a much wider sense, In the vords of Marshall, land

means *the materials and the forces which nature gives purely
for man's aid, in land and water, in atr and 1izht and heat.
Land stands for all natural resources which yield an income or
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uhich have exchange valne. It represents those natural re-
sources which are useful and scarce, actually or potentially
(Marshal- 1936 - 138).

. In every stage of economic»evolution, nature has been
'mén's-most useful ally, In the hmting and fishing stage, )
nature supplied food freely and sustained human 1ife. In the
pastofai'stage, thé land surface and the pas tures and'meadows,
herds of cattle and sheep could have peen reared and kept. In
the agriculture stage man grew his crop in the soil. Even.
vhen the agriculture gave place to the handicraft and 1ndus-
:trial stage land is still essential. Every cormodity that we
:cah'usé'can direetly or 1nd1rect1y be traced ultimately to
land, Our very existence would be 1mpossible without it.
"Marshan's vord earth's surface 1s a primary condition of any-
'_thing that a men can deo, it gives him room for his actions,”
Land marked certain peculiaritiess Land is Nature's gift, is

fixed 1n quantity, 1s-permanent_and lacks mobility.

'1M'1 . '
| In our ordinary understanding 'labour' means an
»iunskilled person. But in Economics it 1s used in a wider
isense. Any work whether manual or menual vhich is undertaken
~for a monetary consideration is called labonr. Any vork done

4 for the sake of pleasure or ldve does not £all under labour.



Marshall's vords ‘aAny. exertion of mind or body undergo
partly or wholly with a view to some good other than the
pleasure depived direetly from the work 1s called labour'
(Marshall, 1936: 65). So labour, 1nclude the very highest
professional sk&lls of all kinds, as well as the labour of
unskilled labour,

Labour is manifestly different from the other factor
of production. It is a 11viﬁg-th1ng, and that makes all dif-.
- forences. Labour is not only means: of production but also
erds of production. There are certain characteristicss Labour
is inseparable from the labourer himself, the commodity that
1abour has %o sell must be delivered in person, 1abour does
not last, labour has a very-weak bargaining power, the changes
in the price of labour react rather curdously on its supply
and there can be no rapid adjustment of the supply of labour
to demand. | o

.%ni_a.l:

’ ,4 _In ordinary language capital 1s used in the sense of
money-. But when ve talk of capital as factor of production,
;the economist regard capital as that part man's wealth, other
than land, uhich yields an’ 1ncome. The money which is a form
.of uealth and which yields 1ncome when it is lent out cannot
.be called capital. uith mnney, ue can buy'machinery and raw -
materials which then serve as factor of production. Securities,
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vonds, stocks and goods possessed by a man yield income to
him but’ they cannot be called capital because they represent
only titles of ownership, rather than factors of prbduction.
Capital is dgfiﬂed as 'produced means of product'ion"'. Cépif:al
consists of those physical goods which are preduced for use

in future production, machines, tools and instruments, facto-
ries, canals, transport equipment, Stock of material are some -
of the éxampie of capital,.AJi of them are producéd by man to
hglp_h;m;in tbé,pro@uction{of.furtper~goo§s,»,

“Capital may ‘be classified 1nto fixed capital and work-“
ing capital. Fixed capital are the goods which are used in
produetion again and again till they wear out e.g,vmachinery,
tools, réilways;'Wbrking eap1tai-aré thé:éingle use pfodﬁcér _
goods’ 1ike Taw materials, goods 1n process and fuel. They are,
used up to a single act of consumption. Moreover, money Spent
Aon ‘them 1s,fu11y recovered vhen goods made with them are sold

in the market.

En&gxnziﬁg: \ '

In tbe earlier stage of economie evolution, the inde—
pendent ‘vorker owned his own land or shop, Supplied his oun |
capital, worked with his own tools, planned the operations
himself and stood by the result of venture. He vad, in short,
the 1andlord, the labourer, the capitalist ‘and the entreprenuer
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all rolled in one. But considering the complexity and the
seale of production today and the nature and magnitude of
problems involved in modern product1on,~undertaking,of all
these responsibilities by one man is out of the question, . |
ﬁencé,'the emergence of -the éntrepreﬂﬁur. Factors of produc-
tion are divoreed from one<another, Land, labour, and capital
are all separately owned and lie seattefed. The entreprenéur
brings them together and harnesses them to the work of pro-

duction,

~ The entreprencur specialises in the vork of organiza- -
tion. Be may own no land of his own and probably no capital,
and he will not“bé expected to labour in the ordinary sense
of the word. He possesses one thing 1.e;,organising~ab111ty;
He will be able to take land on rent, borrow capital, hire
“labour and use éach in the right prOpgrtion‘so gS‘to yield
"the best result, That is ho§ hevorgahises productibn.

The role that the entreprencur play consists in co-
. ordinating and correlating the other factors of production,
He starts the work, organises and Supervises 1t, and faces.
the issue. He undertakes to remunerate all the factors of pro-
‘duction: to pay rent to the landlord, interest on the capital,
" and wages to labour and pays them in advgnce of the sale of
‘goods. The residue, if any, is his, Notbing may be left aféef
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he has made the necessary payments., In that caSe, his venture
will have been miscarried., But it is also possible that he
may be lucky to make a handsome p:ofit. thatever may be the
outcome, he must be prepared to accept. He thus, takes the
final responsibility of the business. ‘

> As it appears today all these factors of production are
operating in the coalmines of Bapung area. Land vhere there 19
mineial resources i,e. coal, labourers who had come from dif-
ferent regions to work in the coal mines, Capital is required
. to work in fhe mines, tools and implements are necessary and
last and not the least, is the entrepreneur who will take the
risk of the whole business., Thus the people could reach to the

stage to commercialise coal of the area,

B, EEVIEW OF LITERATURE:

The tribal arecas constitute akvery significant part of
backward areas of the country. The areas covered by the tribal
Sub-plan comprise about 15 percent of the total area of the
country and 7.63 percent of the total population. In addition
the predominantly tribal states cover 3.74 percent of the area
and about 0.5 percent of the popuiation of the country. The
concentratioh of tribals however, varies from area to area,
Some areas have highly tribal concentration, while in other
areas, tribal people form only a small proportion of the total
population (N.E.C. 1981: 1),
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The Indian constitution envisages a special position
for the protection and development of tribal communities.
‘The Fifth Schedule of the constitution gives the Union Govern-
ment a special responsibility for administration of the sche-
duled areas. There are provisions for special development
programmes 23 also for providing financial assistance to
raise the level of the administration of these areas and their
development, The legal framework for adminisﬁration of these
regions has been kept extremely flexible So that a smooth
transition could be ensured for thém as theination_as a vhole
~marches ahead (N.E.C. 1981: 2).

' negnamya”is- a tribal state, situated at the North
"Eagt region of which 60 percent of the population live a
“primitive"‘lifei'except‘the urban areas like Shillong, Jowal
"and Tura. The study is conducted in Jaintia Hills District of
Meghalaysa., The literacy.of the‘péopleAis-only 28 péféent. The
people practise shifting and dry cultivation., In the recent
years coal mining has become one of the major economic activi-
_fies of the people in some villaées of Jaintia Hills, The
'coa1 m1n1ng has changed the eﬁtire economic activities and the
mode of living of the people'in'certain areas;

An attempt 1s made in this section to review Some of
~ the studies on transformation of tribal communities, with spe-
cial reference to industrialization, Most of these studies
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vill not throu mch 1ight to the probleme in Meghalaya
because of certEin constitutional status accorded to this
region. The 80cie-economic forces cannot act here in the
same way a9 they act in other parts of India where such res-
trictions are not found, Eowever, an overview of such studies
is necessary to gain insights into the problem of soeio-eco-

nomic transfbrmations of a community.

7.3, Epstein has conducted a pioneering study on the
impact of the changing economic opportunities on social insti-
tutions and also the effect of different kinds of social
institutions in inhibiting or assisting the response to chang-
ing opportunities in two South Indian villages. She has col-
lected innumerable statistics on income, expenditure, cost
| capital, distributions, and other quantitative eXpressions.
$he has ‘also collected deta on social 1nstitutions, kinship, |
caste, ‘elass, religion and political allegiance, After a gap
of about 15 years she revisited the. villages and further added
both qualitative and qnantitative data to support her'conclu-u
sione'(1962, 19735 Another inportant study on the relation-
.ship-between economy and eociel institution is by F,G, Balley
(1957). He has discussed the changes ehich have been brought
about in the»structure of a' village society in Orissa over a
hmndred years of Britigh rule. Private rights in land, sale
.of land in the market, money economy and new economic oppor-
tunities 1ike business and trade brougnt many changes in the
traditional social structure of the ‘vi_];lage.~
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Saveral studies'have been conducted by anthropologists
on the impact of industrialization on tribal communitiesjin
Bihar, Madhya Praﬂesh and West Bengal. It is vorthwhile to
review Some of these studies. o |

Sachchidananda (19652 172-579) observed a rumber of
changes in Hazaribagh and Dhanbad coal mine areas. The changes
in E;ibal 1ife are attributed to the 1ntensive mining industry.
Some of the.changes mentioned by him are as follows: '

1. Displacement from hearth and home.

2. Disorganization of village 1ife.

3. Process of ‘detribalization. |

4, Introduction of money economy.

5 Shift from egalitarian to class cociety.

6. Change. from ecommunal goals to personal achievement.

7. Growth of criminality,

8.;Ineffect1veness of tradtional leaders in social control.

9. More anxiety 1n people leading to alcoholism, petty quar-
fels eté, | ' | |

10QNPrefer§nce for c&hjugal famiiy;

11.‘Indebtedness.

12, Change in food habits,

13. Free mixing between tribals and non-tribals 1ncluding
marriage and 1119g1t1mate sexual relationship.

‘14, Contact of new d;seaéesg

15. Changes in language, d:ess ete,, religious ceremonies ete,



L. P. Vidyarthi and B.K, Rai (1977: 462-471) have
summarized the findings of 3everal researches conducted in
Bihar, Orissa and Madhya Pradesh., These studies also confirm
tbat‘tndustriaiization of the area brought about many socio~
economic changes in tribal life. One important change noted
by almost all researchers like L P Vidyarthi, Sachchidananda,
Rajendra Singh, J. Sarkar, T.R. Sharma, P K. Das Gupta and
7.3, Tandon 1s that of alienation of tribal land (Ib1d). The
lands were taken either by the govermment for setting up
‘4ndustries or purchased by non-tribals, often by payiﬁg very

'xqw4prices,

| The tribal people of Meghalaya have one advantage.
,Since they are protected by Special laws under the Sixth
:Schedule of the Constitution, alienation of tribal land to -
.non-tribals is almost impcssible. '

There is no literature on the impact of industrializa-
‘tion in Meghalaya. Descriptions of - the traditiona 1ife-styles
of‘thg tribal people of Meghalaya are available since the ‘

- days of British rule. I have utilized several of these reports,
books and articles in this thesis which are discusséd in dif-

- ferent ehaptersgA



As a tribal youth from Jaintia Hills, the area of pre-
sent discourse, I have been noticing certain sociopeconomie
changes among the people during the last ten years or so, I
was cﬁrioﬁs~to knpw.whethef the changeslwere apparent or.
real. Since I became a student of anthropology this curiosity
increased, and so 1 decided. to study the problems of socio-
eecnomic change in small :eg%oa of Jaintig Hills, for my
M.Phil. degree. |

Coal miningéand timber lumbering are the two most
important commerclal activities of the people. Timber lumber-
ing started such earlier than cbal'mining. In the traditional
ebondmy cultivation-of paddy was the most important activity,
Since rice was the stéple food of the people, mch of the pro-
duct vas. consumed locally. Left-over paddy was sold in local
markets. People had very little money in hand. About twenty
years ago, people started exploiting natural resources 11ke
timber and about ten years ago they also started exploiting

coal in large-scale.

This is primarily an explorative study since no work
has been done on these problems by any social scientist. In
tbe present study I have asked a rather simple question:
What are the implications of the commercial exploitation and
sale of coal and timber with special reference to the socio-
cultural institutions of Jaintias (Pnars)? The implications

are extensive and rather deep.
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.. I have started the study with the fbllowihg assump-

tions:

. 1.

2.

3.

1.

Commercial exploitation of natursl resources and monetiza-
tion of economy influences the society in many respects.
Expansion in lmowledge and accumulation of wealth lead

to further exploitation of the natural resources in the
area. .
Outside people (entrepreneurs and labourers) act as cata-

lysts to some of the soelal changes.
The specific objectives of the study are:

To make a review of the existing literature 6n‘coa1 and
timber on the basis secondary material
To make a review of the Socio-cultural institutions of the

'people on the basis of published 11terature and field work.

To investigate the factors (variables) relevant to the pre-
sent study singe no work has been done on the prbblem S0
far.

To investigate the modus operandi of coal mining and'fimber
lumbering in-the Specified area.

To find out the nature and extent of utilization of natural
resources viz., coal and timber.

To find out the impact of commercial economy on other econo-
mic activities and socio-cultural instit;utions in general
and matrilineal social structure in particular,
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The theoretical premises for this study are mainly
from functional . anthropology. Aceording to this'apprcach~

"The social stmcture, cusf.oms, beliefs, economic
life etc. are closely related.. When the economdc structure
changes it would affeet changes in other aSpects of 11fe.
With the change from subsistence to commercial economy, there
must be relevant changes in the SOcial structure of the socie-
ty."

Metbodology:

A The study was conducted in tuwo villages of Jaintia
Hills viz., Eapung (wapung) and Byndihati for a period of
about 4 months, from June to Septemver, 1985. Coal mining is
an important activity in Bapung,~Timbef~1umbering wés an |
important activity in Byndihati a.few years ago. At.‘presen't,
'their<méin economic activity is cu1p1vat1on of paddy. |

In spite of my knowledge of local language and ethnic
affiliation I had to face many problems during the field work.
The people vere very suspicious about my work. Since there
vas some efforts by the governmeht to nationalisé or control
coal mining, I was not welcomed by the people. I could hdt

get an independent room for more than a month,

‘ I had prepared a Schedule for household census, I
visited majority of thq houses but could not complete the
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schedule in many houses. Therefore, I have not used much of
quantitative dsfa in this dissertation. I hope that people
wiil trust me vhen I visit them again, ' '

My data are largely derived from 1nterv1ews and obseru

vation. I have also collected some case studies.
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‘ 'Mégﬁaiaya i3 one of»thé hill staﬁes of India. The
name ‘Meghalaya" is derived from two ‘Sanskrit words ‘meghg!
. and ‘alaya' meaning the 'abodé of clouds'. It was carved " .
out of the two districts, viz., United Khasi-Jaintia and‘v‘
Garo Hills, of former Assam State,

The Assam Reorganizatioh (Meghalaya) Bill was passed
in two houses of parliament on 24th December, 1969, with a
'vieﬁ to create a new state., 4s a first step, the status of
Autonomous District Council was given on 2nd April, 1970.
Méghalaja; consisting of the two Autonomous Distriet Councils,
ﬁaﬁ created»on'aoth January, 1972, At preseht; the state 1s
’ dividéd into five districls viz., West Garo Hills, East Garo
Hiils, West Khasi Hills, East Khasi Hills and Jaintia Hills,

LOCATION:

Meghalaya is situated between 25°N latitude and 26°N
latitude and 90°E longitude and 93°E longitude. The land forms
the central section of the watershed betueen ‘the valleys of
"the Brahmaputra and the summa and is bounded in the north by
Kamrup ahd Nowgong districts of Assam; on the south by
Sylhet and Nasirabad district of Bangladesh, -
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‘Meghalsya covers a land sufface,of 22,500 sq. kms.
which 13 approximately 0.70% of the total area of India.
'Only four other states of India, viz., Sixkim, Tripura,
:Nagaland and Manipur are smaller than Meghalaya in area,

TOPOG .o :

| Meghalaya is a land of hills and valleys. To the north,

the hills rise graduglly from the Brahmaputra valley in suc-
"‘c-e‘ision of low rangeé. covered with dense evergreen forests

" of teak, sal and bamboo. On the south the hills rise imme-
‘diately from the plains to a height of 4,000 ft. forming &

" level wall along the north of Surma valley. The southern’ and

4‘ central portions of the land consist of a wide plateau between
4,000 ft. and 6,000 ft, above sea 1eve1, the highest point of

which 1s the Shinong peak at € 160 ft. |

- Considerable mumber of rivers arise in the hills, but
are of little iniporfance as a means of comunicatibn within
the hills, The big rivers flowing towards the north are Kopili,
'Barapani, Umiam and Umkhen. The rivers flowing southvards are
Lubha, Kynshi and their tributaries. Due to the terrain and
heavy rainfall,, .thes.e fast flowing streams and rivers break

" dnto waterfalls as they descend to the plains, With varying

climate and sufficient rainfall, evergreen tropical forests

are found on the northern slopes. Temperate forests of a
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variety of pine and oak are found in the central region,
while in the southern slopes becanse of the poor top soil
not.muph natural vegetation in the form of forests, is seen.
CLIMAIE .
| The climate of this‘région differs from that of the
Brabmaputra Valley mainly due to its high relief; which in
general makes the climate very salubrius; while that of Brgh-
maputra plain is comparatively warmer in summer and cool in
vinter, Hovever, the climate of ‘the central part and eastern
ﬁeghala&a:(Khasi and Jaintia) 1s cOndﬁcive..whereas the
western‘pért of Meghalaya (Garo Hills except for the winter
(November to February) becomes oppressive as the result of

high temperature and heavy rainfall.

The climate of the central and eastern Meghaléya is
bracing due to the high altitude. In Shillong region, wintéf
temperature goes down to about 5.2°C and seldom rises above’
26°c_in any part.of the year. During winter from the month of
‘December to Janmuary, there is heavy frost in Shillong plateau.
Snowfall is not experienced in the aresa. The most interesting
climatic feature is the heavy rainfall with an average 7,196 mm
annuallinghe othgr part of Meghalaya do not receive such a
.heavy»rain. However, there is great variation of rainfall within
this region -from south to north. This is because the central

upland zone is on the higher level, having an east and west
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aligment renders a rain-shadow effect on the area lying to
the north. Consequently, the rainfall in Cherrapunjee which
is located in the structural platform on the socuth is as
high as 12,033 mm, while Shillong being located only 50 Km,
to the north with a rainshadow effect gets only 2,296 mm.
Mawsynram a village situated on the similar plateau as the
Cherra plateau, about 16 Km, west to Cherrapunjee received
the highest rainfall in the world with 13,923 mm. Since 1976,
Mawsynram became the wettest place in the world. The highest .
rainfall in Cherrapunjee and Mawsynram region is due to the
fact that south-west monsoon laden clouds, with great amount
of moisture from the Bay of Bengal blows over Béngladesb and
is suddenly cut by the cliff of the table land, in the south
with an average elevation above 1,260 metres and as a result
the monsoon having reached the heads of the gorges ascends
vertically upwards causes very heavy rainfall. Jowai which 1is
located at the ridge of the eastern section of the central
upland receives the greaterramount of rainfall than Shillong
with 3,077 mm as 1t does not experience a rainshadow effect
(Meghalaya Year Book: 197€).

POPULATION
According to the 1981 Census, the population of Megha-

laya is 13,27,97% persons. The density of population was 59
per 3q. km, The population was 10,11,699 persons in 1971,
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TEE PEOPLE;
 The Imperial Gazetteer of India the origin of Khasi
and Jaintia is discussed as follow3o

"On ethnological grounds there are reasons. for suppos- |
ing that the Khasis and Syntengs have been established in
theserhills<for'many centuries; but, living a3 they did in
comparative 1soiation‘in their mountain strongholds, 1ittle
is known of thelr early history. At the end of the eighteenth
century they harried the plains on the north and south of the
district" (quoted in Choudhury, 1978: 36), |

with regard to the racial origin of Khasi and Jaintia
the most recent postulate (Bongaxd-Levin, 1971) favours an
antochthonous theory according to whieh they might have
belonged to a common racial stock which occupled a large area
of northern India, Burma, Indc-China and parts of south China
1n the neolithic period.

.The convergence of cultural and material traits vhich
occurs between Khasi-Jaintia and scattered groups of people
in Burma and Indo-China beyond'the confines of India can be
explained on the supposition that they all originally belonged
to the same racial stock. Héoker ob#erved: "The Khasi and
Jaintia people are of the Indo-Chinese race, they are short,

very éﬁout; and mascular, with enormous calvgé and knees;
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rather narrovw eyes and little beard, broad high cheekbones,
f1at noses and open nostrils. The hair is gathered into a top
knot, and Sometimes (they) shaved off the forehead (1854),

When Khasi and Jaintia were first encountered by Buro-
peans, they appeared to be of mixed blood. Some resembled the

Chinese, and some with flat noses and thick 1ips, seemed

" almost African in appearance. ¥hile those who lived in. the

‘highest parts of the hills were Very fair and handsome and
resembled Buropeans, those living at the foot of the hills
looked 1ike Bengalees, The average cephalic index is 77.

Accounts of the general disposition and character of

| the Khasi and Jaintia vary. According to Hooker, the first

Buropeans who came in contact found them very unpleasant.
"They were sulky, undisciplined, slowj no inclination to
please and were most independent in manner, fought bravely
ﬁith bows and arrows and displayed.a eruel and blood thirsty
disposition® (Hooker, 1854).

'Lish, another early European observer, gives a somewhat
~different picture of their character: Khasi and Jaintia were
fond of amusements and. were gay and happy people. The cheer-
-ful disposition was an’ attraction to strangers, When at work
they were amiable and energetic, but they were otherwise lazy,
-I‘n"gen"eral they were 'a plain, open-heartéd, honest people’,
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They vere susceptible to tender feelings and capable of sin-
cere gratitude and affection, and a sense of obligation was
very ‘strong.. The bond of blood relationship was also very
strong., Though polygamy did not exist in the strict sense of
the term, a man did not think it wrong to have extra-marital

: relatipqships vith two or more women besides his wife, provi-
ded he was in a position to support his legal wife in comfort.

Another account states that the Khasi and Jaintia
possessed two outstanding vir%ues; truth and honesty. The
petty meanness préctised by Bengalees vere SpurnedAby them,

' They were however revengeful and seldom forgot injuries, I
feel that the latter Qéscriptions are more accurate than the

account given by Hooker.,

The Khasi and Jaintia language is undoubtly associated
with the Mon-Khmer group of speech. The retention of Mon-
khhef words in Khasi is stronger than the other languages.,
The Khasillapguage‘for teaching, writing and speaking in the
schools of Khasi and Jailntia Hills is taken from Cherra,
because . the people of Cherra had the first contact of the
British., In 1ts present form, Khasi has borrowed a few words
from Hindi and English,
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According to the 1971 Census, the literacy rate in -
Meghalaya was 28,43% and 4t became 33.22% in 1984, Khasi,
" Jaintia and Garo are the main spoken languages of the state.
Engl:l.sl_a is an official language of the_state.

' The speeisl features of tribal policy in North East
Region have been reflected in the provisions contained in
the 38ixth Schedule :to the Constitution. This Schedule applies
to the state of Assam, Meghalaya and ‘the Union territory of
Migoram, The Sixth Sebedule provides for the f,’omati‘on_ of

autonomous districts within this autonomous region.

‘In terms of geographical coverage, the applicability’
of the Sixth Schedule has been considerably modified since
the initial enaetment. The principal changes arose with the
.reorganization of the North Eastemrn Region. Each autonomous
district of the regilonm set up under the S‘lxth Schedule has a
Council which has t.he pover. to make laws.

Since Meghalaya has more then 80% tribal population it
can be even labelled as a tribal state, It enjoys some Special
political status since 1t comes under the sixth schedule of\
the Indian constitution, Under this schedule, District Coun-
eils and 'Regioriél Councils can be set up to administer the

: State,' The councll has algo an extensive power at taxation.
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Specifically, the district councils have the pouer to assess
and collect land reverue from a11 lands urder their jurisdic-
tion and to levy and collect taxes on lagnds and buildings

and tolls on persons resident within such areas, District

Councils have the right to levy and collect taxes.

, (é) taxes on professi§n, trades, callings and
| employmént,
' (b) taxes Bn animals, vehicles and boats,
'(e) taxes on the entry of goods into a market for
sale therein and tolls on passengers,
© (d) taxes for‘ the maintenance of schools, diépéns‘a’-

ries or roads.

District councils also have the right to share in the
royalties cccurring frcm licences or 1eases for protecting
_ or extracting minerals granted by the state government. There
is a provision for a District Fund into whieh all moneys
'received by the conncil can be credited.

The District Councils and Regional Councils have been
given powers under clause 3 of the Sixth Schednle to make laws
© with reSpect tos

« a‘): The allotment, occupation or use or the Setting apart, of -
‘land, other than any land which is a reserved forest, for:
. the purposes of agriculture or'grazing or for residentigl

or other non-agricultural purposes likely to promote the
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‘intéresté of the inhabitants 6f'any'village or ﬁdwnx

" Provided that nothing'inzsuch law$ shall preﬁént,the'

. compulsory acquisition of 1and, whether occupied er_
ﬁnocéupied, fér-public purposes (by the Government of |

-.maaaemmmWMinmmﬁmwvwhmémwmrme
»ttﬁe.being in force authorising such acquisition;.

(b) the management of any forest not being a reserved forest;
(¢c) the use of any canal or water-eénrse for thp purpose of
 agricul ture; | |

(d) the regulation of the practice of Jhum or other forms of
. shifting cultivation; o

" (e) the establishment of village or town communities or
councils and their powers; ,

() anonthér matter relating to village or town administra-
B ftion, including village or town police or public health

| ‘and sanitation- |
(g) the appointment for succession of Chiefs or Headmen-'
'-(h) the inheritance of property; |
(1) marriage and divorce; and

(3) soeial customs.

In the State of Meghalaya the position is slightly dif-
. ferent, In this case "while the 3tate Legislature can make
laws in relation to subjects in the state 11ist, the District

- or Regional Councll can make laws in respeet of the items
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mentibnéd above. éut the'lsws.madé by the State Legislatures
wiil cﬁef;fide the lavs made by the District or the Regional
Council.... % far as the Acts of Parliament are concerned,

the Governor has been empowered to direct that they shall '
apply to such District or Region or in part thereof, subJect
to such exceptions or such modifications as he may sSpecify in
the notification.... The Sixth Schedule also makes a special
provision for administration of justice in sutonomous Districts
and auténomous Regions, The District Council can constitute
courts for trial of suits and cases.... The District Councils
have been given certain educational and developmental functions
under clause 6 of the Sixth Schedule" (Govermmeht of India,
1981: 28«29), |

The villaég council, the District Council and the Staée
often elash with_each othér over issues rélating to'land and
exploitation of'natﬁral resources, It is 1nterest1ng to note
that the villagers in Meghalgjé enjoy spbsﬁantial autonomy
relating fo owﬁersh;p and use ofAland and land-based resources,
ItAis not possible for a ﬁonptribal to Acquire land or real
estate in Meghalaya, especially in villages. The Constitutional
safeguards played an important fole in protécting theé interests
of the tribal people of Meghalaya. Therefore, the present study
‘has to be understoocd keeping in view the special status of -
Meghalaya, '
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A : The Jaintias have a long history and the mgthology
traces their origin to the days of. Mahabharata. Shadap Sen,
wife of the famous Indologist, A.L. Basham, in her book on
The Origin and Synteng People' observed as follows: "Accor-
ding to tradition, in the days of Yhdhisthira, the victor of
the Mababharata wars, the Jhintia territory was ruled by a
Brahman king named Indrasena and many Brahmans came from all
over India to dwell in his kingdom. Uhfbrtunately, Indrasena
offended Bhima, the brother of Yﬁdhistbira, when he refused
\tovv;sit him and do homage to him, AS a puniéhment, Bhima
)attacked(lndraSenéfs kingdom, céptured him, and had him cas-
trated. Hence the Jaintia king was called Khasi or ‘castrated’
and henée'Jéintia 18 still kmown as Khaspur." (1981: 78).

- The earliest definitely datable event in the history
of Jaintia Kingdom;is its conquest by.the.Kochs in the reign
of the great Koch‘king Naranarayan (1530;1586 A.D.). The
Kingdom of Jaintia vas attacked and 1ts king was killed by
Chilaral, the brother of Naranarayan, a brilliant general.
The sQn»of the dead king vas installed on the Jaintia throne
. 88 a tributary chief of the Kochs with an annual tribute of
100 horses, 10,000 rupees, ,000 gold coins and 100 swords. |
.The Jaintia king was also fbrbidden to mint coins in his own
‘name._Until 1731 no king of JAintia put his name on ceins.
There were some other historical data available with regard
to the war vetween the Ahom and Jaintia King,
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The history of Jaintia Kingdom ends with the abdica-
tion of Bargohain II since in the next reign of Chattrasiﬁba
(1770-81 A.D.) the Jaintias first came into c¢onflict with
the forces of the Bast India Company and the process of suﬁ-
Jugation began, Chattrasimba was followed in quick succession
by Jatra Narayan (1781-86 A.D. ), Bijay Nérayan (1786~89 4.D, )
and Ramsimha 11 (1789-1832: A,D ). Ramsimha II was in turn
sncceeded by Rajendra Samha who was captured and imprisoned
by the British in 1835. Since that date Jaintia kingdom became
a British territory. His direct»descendants vere still known
1n the Jaintia and Khasi lends as late as 1938 as pensioners
of the government, and the family of the Jaintia kings no
‘doubt, snrv,ives to this day (Shadap Sen, 1981; .Gait,. 1905.),.

The Jaintia kinas, known as Rajas, vere to some extent
'hinduized but still retained many of the fEatures of the tra-
ditional Jaintia religion and customs. '

| Hhen Jéintia HFills became a part of British territory,
.tben it was divided into twenty doloiships, the doloi being
an officer elected_by the people»fbr 1life. But the government
reéerved the righi”of approvai or the reverse to the doloi's
appointmeﬁt. The dolbis, undér fhe rules for the administra-
1tion of justice in Jaintia Bills possessed certain judicial
powerS. They were assisted by officials known as pators, '“
bagaps and 8 ,aaggjg in the performance of their duties (Curdon,
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1914; 79). This traditional political set-up contimues even
today. But after independence new political institutions

vere added as mentioned earlier.

In Jaintia Hills lands are classified as follovs:

(1) Raj lands, the property of Rajah of Jaintiapur (novw in
Bangladesh), now the property of Government, which are
assessed to land mvermg._

(2) Service lands, are lands given rent free to dolois: pators
and other officers who carry on the administration,

(3) Village puja lands, being lands of the occupants of which
Pay rent to the doloi or lyngdoh, which are set apart in
each village for purposes of worship.>These lands are not
assessed to revenue.

(4) Private lands held by the individuals, and which have been
transferred from time to time by mortgage, sale at the

vill of the owner.

Uptil now the Government has not assessed revenue on
highlands which are its ouwn property. Sﬁrveys have been made
from time to time of the Government Raj hald lands in Jaintia
Hills, revemue on such lénds is assesséd at the uniform rate
of 62 paise a bigha. But even this revenue was removed in
1981, People need not pay any land revenue, A list of service
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lands of dolois and others are kept in Deputy Commissioner's
office. Puja 1lands are plots of lands set apart entirely for
the support of Lyngdoh and other persons who perform the

sacrifice,

4Tb.understand the principle of Khasi land ownership we
have to imagine a stage in the dim past. Some group of people
roamed about thé interior of the hills in searcﬁ of sultagble
land for cultivation. At the“beginning land was plentiful and
popuiation‘Sparse; Leading families came and claimed and occu-
pied lands, later distributed to the family members, In the
course of time, they élaim absolute right.of_ownersh;p over
the lands, vhich consequently formed‘"ai Kynéi". Important
roint to be kept 1n mind is that the lané system of the states
is that.the.state.cannoi’demand a land tax from its subject.

There are two main categories of land, Ri-raid 1.e.
land for the community, Ri kynti i.e., land in absolute pos-
session, The principle of private ownership of land dqveloped
very early énd it 1sAexceptiona1 of thgt, even_when thelmode
of cultivation is tﬁe shifting methoﬁ,,the_idea of private
ownership prevails%}This is, howeﬁer, not to say ﬁhat the
idea 61? commmal lend 1s totally absent or that it does not
have a place in Khasi Social organization. It will only be
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true to say that Comrunal Land known as 'Ri Raid', acquires
importance not so much in relation to clan affiliation as to
the village community.

QCCUPATIONS

The common mode of subgistence is cultivation by simple
implements. Both wet and 3lash-and-burn cultivation are popu-
lar, Some people rause kuve-3tocks, mamufacture furniture and
~other wooden articles of daily use, or have taken to petty
trade. There are also'quite a few civil servants, engineers,
medical practitioners and lawyers, especially in the urban

areas,

The‘percentégé'of vorkers to total population is W4.2,
Out of the total of 5+87 lakh workers, cultivators constitute
- 63.6%. Agricultural lsbourers constitute only 9.33% of the
total population in Meghalaya, The percentage of other workers
was 25,38% in 1981,

The 1mpqrtant crops grown in Meghélaya are paddy, maizé,
millet, potatoes and a variety of temperate and tropical fruits,

Betel leaf, arecanut, and bay leaf are also grown.

TRADE AND TRANSPORT:
' The main articles of trade are oranges, potatoes, coal,
 lime, timber etc., are sSold to the plain areas in Assam and
.also 80ld across the international borders to Bangladesh.
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1n the olden days loads were carried by men and mules,
Motorable roads were constructed very recently. At present,
all important villages in the state are linked to Shillong
and Joval, the two important towns of the state, by motorable
roads. With the help of jeeps, trucks and buses the villagers
transport their goods to the weekly markets for better prices.






MEASUREMENT BOX FOR COAL




, The use of minerals have been instrumental in the
raising,ﬁhe standard of living of mankind. The names of
minerals ;ké their products have been used in'various eras
Aof civilization, such as the Bronze Age, the Iron Age and

" ‘the Nuclear Age. The sophisticated world todsy 1s largely

; - the result of the enlarged use of minerals. Some of these
minerals are coal peeroleum, natural gas, lime stone, iron
and other metals uhich are Sources for mamufacturing the
automobiles, aeroplanes, ships and other means of modem

commnnication~which are derived from the use of.minerals.

In the history of mining there was a great effort

- made by the British Government to 1ocate the coal and lime
stone in. Kh-,i and Jaintia Hills. Since there vas no sale,
the Inglis§company stopped the mining, Another reason was
that they were unable to 1ocate a good deposit. Lack of pro-
per communication vas yet another hurdle, 43 g consequence
they withdrm.i; from the mining.

After 1ndependence, India looked forward for progress
and development. Different departments eere set for the admi-
nistration bf’this vast eountry, one of this department is
the Geological Survey of India (G.3.I.)., Its work is to
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investigate the available”minéral‘reSQurges in the country,

it is a privilege'fbr“the'G'S‘I' to confirm in thelr imves-
tigation that there are plenty mineral resources in Meghalaya.
The fbllowing are some of. the important mineral resources of

Coal

' Coal occurs in the Garo Hills, Khasi 31113 and Jaintia:
Eills. ‘The total reserve of workable coal in Meghalaya is
éstimated at about 3,883 lakh tonnes.' ’

_‘There arevthree ways of mining coals
1) Open céstlmin;ng.'
_11) Long wall mining, . N
111) The Conventional cord and pillar mining,

| - The method adopted in mining coal in Meghalaya is the
‘ conveﬁtional cord andApiilar method. Currently 98% of the coal
in India 1s vorked by this method only,

In Garo Hills, the hidden coal field containa at least
13 million tonnes spread over an area of 5. 18 sq. kms ‘and
has a reserve of about 10 lakh' tommes, It is mined near
Derrengri in the Someswary valley. Nongwalbira coal-mine is

one of the major coal-mines,

In Khasi Hills, coal is found at Cherrapunyi snd Lait-
ryngew, It 4s also fbund near Mausynram at Rangsokham and.
Jathang.
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In Jaintié‘ﬁiiis, eoéi‘is found in a number of places.
It 18 found at Bapung, Raliang, Lakadong, Khonshnong, Sutnga
and Mukuroi.

* . Meghalaya exported about 454.80 tonnes of coal to
Bangladesh through Mineral and Metal Trading Corporation of
India Limited upto the middle of September 1976€.

Lige Stone

Next to coal is lime stone. It is abundantlj found in
the State. It is found generally in the southermn part of the
State Spread over a large area. The mineral is of flux grade
which can be used in iron and steel industry.

--In Garo Hills, 1t is found at HAju. In Khagi Hills at
Cherrapunjee, Shella, Komarrha and Laitryngew. In Jaintia
Hills at Lumshnong, Mynkerra, Lakadong and Nongkhlieh. Lime
stone 15 used in the manufacture of cement and other products,

Sillipanite

It is a rare mineral having the qualities of natural
refractory. 3ince it is fire resisting, it is used in high
temperature blast furnace.

Meghalaya is the major producer of sillimanite in India,
producing nearly 90% of the COunfry's'total output. Reserves
of this mineral are estimated at about § lakh tonnes. It 45
mined at Sonapahar in the West Khasi Hills district.
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This is used in the production of potteries, earthen-
vares, tiles, insulators and sanitary wares in ceramic indus-
try. It is also used in paper textile and rubber industries
" in poudered form. Deposits of this mineral are found at Mav-
phlang and laitlyngkot in Khesi Hills. In Jaintia Hills it
15 found at Thadlaskein. In Garo Fills it 4s found at Sar-

rengri.

This is the second ha’xfde‘st‘ mineral after diamond. It
is erystallized mineral, used when ground as polishing powder.
Tts deposit occurs in the form of massive sillimanite corrun-
dum. Hence it is found. at Su#apahar-, West Khasi Hills Dis__r'trict.

' Pire clay 15 poor in lime and iron. It 1s suitable

| _for'makj.ng"refi'actory pottery and firebricks. In Meghalaya
1t occurs around Joval in Jaintia Hills District. Lithomargic
.cla.y. ‘1'3. ﬁs_ed. in cqmen_t., refractories and ceramic products.

o Felspar is the most important rock forming mineral. It

is found in vorkable deposits near Turas at Nengkhra in Garo .
Hills,
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This mineral occurs in the Laitryﬁgeu coalﬁields in “‘
Khasi ,Hills.: ‘This mineral is suitable for glass manufacture
as;it contéins sand quartsz.
| It 1s found at Mabendraganj n Garo Hills.

From the above mentioned minerals available in Megha-
laya, coal, sallimanite and limestone are the only‘miqerals
which are commercially’exploited..The other minerals have not
even mined. The G.S,I, and Mines and Mineral Resohrces Depart-
men£ of‘Meghalaya‘are 1nvestigating more minerals which are
availsble in the State but left unknovh. T

Meghalaya is rich in minerals, The history shows clearly

'that ‘the British traders and Bengalees vwere interested to get
’minerals from these hills. The existence of coal in the Khasi

Hills appears to have been first brought to notice in 1815
when Mr, Stark reported that he had found some beds in the
lower hills of Sylhet, from which he forwarded Spééimehé”to

Government. This coal was examined at the Gun Foundry at Cassi-

pore at the Mint and Co, and being favourably reported on,

Mr, Stark offered to supply any required quantity to the Govern-

ment at one rupee eight annas per maund, This offer was declined,
and he appears to have obtained permission to brihg to Calcutta

‘any quantity during f4ve years, free of charge. Not finding
- sale hovever, for the first cargoes he brought douh, he aban-

doned the mines,
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Mr. Jones in a paper on the mineral production of
Bengal, describes the limestone and coal at Sylhet but does
not appear to have known of the coal at Cherrpunjee. |

" 8ince there was no sSale, it appears that such further

bwas’f 'done', tovards exploring these hills for coal, from this

time until Mr. Cracroft in 1832 brought to public notice the
existence of beds of coal close to the Station of Cherra
Punjee. This discovery was followed up by the ﬁnding of other
beds of coal in various places, -

In --Séptemb‘elx-‘, 18%, the Government ieeerved ‘the right .
in the coal-mines at Cherra at a stipulated royalty of onme
rupee for every 100 maunds, excavated by the. Government, reser-
ving at the same time the right of all subjects of Cherra Raja

“to mine on their own account, which the Government are mot to

prevent vas transferred on the Same terms to Mr, Engledene '

fthen the Agent in Calcutta for the Peninsular and Oriental
"Company, the mines to be worked by him, either on the part of'

that company or on his own account.

It appears that from that time, the quantity cf coal
extracted from those mines anmually diminished considerably.

'Inﬁ 1846, Major Iister reported that "the mines subsequently
to this transfer had not been worked with spirit which was
xe‘xpe"c:ted from the correspondence prior to théir being granted
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and that only about dne'half‘the-quantity which was formerly
sent down from the Agency had been sent down during that sea-
son on the part of Mr, Engendene's Agents." '

There was no such restriction affecting the mines at |
Lakadong, which were the prcperty of the Gavernment, the uhole
of Jaintia Hills in which they are Situated, having passed
into the hands of the Indian Government, together vith the |
rights to mines, previously held by the Jaintia Raja who |
resigned and gave his claims on'mines to them (British) in
1835 (Thomas Oldham, 1863; Reprinted in 1984). The report on
the Administration of Jowal for the year ending on 313t March
1878 (pages 17-18) refers to mining in Jaintia Hills,

Some of the extracts from the-Réport arelgiven belows

- "lime Stone 1s found in abundance in these hills, 1in
fact its supply may be Said to be literally inexhaustible, -
and is of excellent quality. The localities where it is found

ares o ﬁ
1. Chun Chora 5. Nongthalang
2, Lama Pushi 6. Rupnath
3. lithang | 7. Rowai

" 4, Mynrei Punji 8. Umthma Cherra."

The sﬁelling;of the above names are not familiar today. These
names were spelt out by the Britishers. Some of these names

may not even be known today.
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The following statement from the same Report shows
that lime stone was quarried at six of the above mentioned
places and brought in a revenue of Rs, 26,063/~ to the Govern-

ment,

Table 13 List of Lime Quarries in Jaintia Hills

| ‘Na;ne of ~ 1To \momr Anmual %rm ate of . znemarks
- Quarry : lleased j rent : termination

igmigm) ‘lease {of lease | ;

Te Chun chora Messrs 1%,570.00 ag» Irs 31st March Extended
Zosing Chera Inglis . 1878 to 30th
'Rowai Cbera & Co. _ ‘ ?gggember

2. Egtha-' Dittos  1,016.00 2} Yrs Ditto  Ditto
| : ‘ _

3, Umrali  Ditto 206,00 2} Yrs Ditto  Ditto
7" punjd | -
' 4, Rupnath’ - Ditto = 1,516.00 2} ¥rs Ditto . Ditto
'Y, lema Pushi - Ditto 815,00 24 ¥rs Ditto  Ditto

6 Umthma Chera Ditto = 8, ,000.00 24 Trs Ditto - Ditto

’Tota1.26063cof“

Regarding coal it is Said that: "Coal 1s found in con-
' ‘nection with nme-stoné formation. As a rule, the carbonife-
‘rous gstrata is not extensive, and it is, fbr the most part in
logalities. more or less inaccessible. Consequently, the deve-

" lopment of the résources vas in a backvard state.”
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Coal has been discovered at the following places:

1. Amuih at an altitude of about 3,800 feet.

2. Lakadong " v n° 2200 "
3. Narpuh oo " 500 "
4, Sutnga } ®ooon " 3,500 "

. According.tb the‘Réport~ thé most éXten81Ve ofﬁthe coal

Beds are situated at Lakadong; the area of these coalfields is
_computed to extend 0.39% of a Square mile, and the estimated ,
yield of the mineral is calculated to be 1,100,000 tons The
coal is in quality equal to Some English coals. It is qnick in
| its action, gives out a large quantity of smoke, it is fraglle
:Vand easily broken, from the absence of tbat definite structure

: hich produces the planes of division known to the English

: maners ‘as backs or joints' 1t breaks into unsymmetrical pieces
and consequently does not store well, From 1ts composition,

- to be from 5 to 7 percent inferior to good English coal. But
as a gas producing coal, it is considered SUperior to English
prnduce, both as regaxds quality and purity of its’ gas.

" No revenue vas deriVed by the British Government from
‘any -of the coal beds mentioned above. During the year 1877-78,
5,000 mqunds of coal were qnarried by the Exeecutive Engineer
of S&ihet_foi=covernment purposes and a small quantity was
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obtained from America by Buropean residents of Jowal for
private consumption (Trotter: 1901). 4 general examination
of the qbal.tragts in Khasi and Garo Hills was ordered by
the Government of India under the suﬁervision of Mr, Medlicott.
A1l necessary arrangements were made by the Government for
facilitating the enquiry, which however did not tend to con-
firm the expectations formed of the richness of the coal

fields., In the mnre-convenieht1y s1tuated localities where

coal had been reﬁérted to exist, nothing but thin strings of

‘the poorest quality were found, This could not even repay the
lworking. The better quality was found in & difficult area to
'assess, because the road construction was very costly, which
1wa3 50 miles distant from the Brahmaputra river, The coal o
_‘fwas in no large quantity and was within a few feet of crys-
 tallineé rocks, gneiss and granites which shut out the ‘pms-

pect of discovering fresh seams beneath those which were visi-

Thejexamination of Mr, Medliéott'was confined tblﬁhé'
base of the Garo Hills. Before the results of it were ascer-

tained an ‘application was received from Mr, Franklin Prestage,
"Agent to the Eastern Bengal 6 Railvay proposing the Pformation
!of a comnany for exploring all the eoal fields in the Garo

Hills, Khasi and Jaintia Hills and for working them after”

fpurchasing the good will of Messrs Inglis and Co. Mr. Prestage

asked for the following concession in furtherance of the scheme,
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viz., (1) that the Government should assist the Company in
coming to terms with the Hill chiefs to obtain the right to
quarring coal and other minerals from the mines, (2) that

the Comp@y should have the right to take up the Lakadong
Coalfield or any tracts already in the possession of Govern-
ment, on the terms on which mining grants are made in Upper
Assam, (3) that the company should have the excessive right
of working the mines for ﬁen years, and (4) that within those
ten years the Company should have the privilege of having all
leases and now held by Messrs Inglis and Co., renewed in their
 favour upto the termination of their monopoly.

In reply to this application it was explained that, as
it was no longer expedient to extend the protection of a mono~
poly to different branches of trade carried on by Messrs Inglis
and Co. but rather to give play to free trade and competition,
the government will not_qi\t_;her"by granting the renewal of the
time expired leases of t‘._h'é right of working minerals or by any
other means, give encouragement to the intention of securing
the ’property. and business of Messrs Inglis and Co;,.}as a whole
for the proposed compans‘r,_'"but ‘apart;__from this, it xéoum view
with satisfagtglan,-and give every encouragement to any arrange-
" ments in the Cempany might make‘with Méssrs Inglis and Co. and
Khasi, with th'e express ‘6.‘05 ect of working coal only.. On this
unders tanding the Govextﬁmen_t v it wvas sald, would willingly
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aid the proposed Company in making explorations and in coming
to terms with the various Hill Chiefs in order to obtain the
right to work in the coal ares. It would also grant the con-
cession demanded by the Second requisition and likewise that
required by the third, wish this reservation that the decision
as to the claim of the Company to keep out other parties will

rest with the Government in each case.

Since the close of the year a further commnication
vas received from Mr, Prestage in intimating the intention of
the. Company proposed by him to commence operations in the
direction of Lakadong and asking for permission to take up
land between Lakadong and Burr Ghat on the bank of Hurru river
for the purpose.of making roads., This was sanctioned, subject
to the approval of the local authorities. As the explorationé
of Mr, Medlicott proved and there was 1little hope of finding
coal in Garo Hills, the operations of the proposed Company '
confined to Lakadong. (Annual report on the Administration of
Bengal Presidency for 1867-68, Calcutta, 18€8),

Coal was important, but the difficulty and. the expense
of ‘carriage prevented its being of much commercial importance
as 4t could not compete in price with Burdwan Coal in Calcutta.
Consequently, the exploitation was limited to stations in. the
vicinity. The only mines of importance were those of Cherra.
and Lakadong. The first was almost worked out, of the latter
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a special report was prepared to the Government by Prof,
0ldham, Superintendent of Geological Survey. Coal was found
in the southern side of the hills but generally near or on
the summit., It vas carried to the banks of streams at the
bottom of the hills in baskets by coolies, (Mill, Esq., 1901).

| ;'An‘investigation conducted by Geological Survey of
Indig,(G,SLI,) estimated the quantity of coal deposit avail-
Auvéble in the Bapung area, G.S.I. had a very successful survey
..invﬁapnng and its neighbouring villages. Some of the important
findiﬁgs of the survey are given below (Government of Meghalaya,
1973: 11-13)q

4 At Bapung coal occurs in the Therria Stone Stage of
_APalaeocene age and 13 exposed on both sides of the Jowai

' Badarpur road. Bapung is situated at a distance of 24 Kms.

. from Joval town along Jowai-Badarpur road. Two Seams of coal

‘are encountered in the area. The main seam (lower) ranges

""from'0.3'metre to 0.9 metre in thickness and occuples an area

'of ‘7 2 sSq. Kms and the average thickness of the seam 1s thin,
_‘the thickness is only 0.30 metre. From preliminary investiga-
“__ﬁioq carried out in 1962, the probeble reserve of coal:is

. _estimated to be 7 million tonmes over an area of 7.2 sq. kms,

In 1963, drilling was done in two selected blocks near Bapung
~ village and 14 boreholes vere sited over an area of 0.31 sq.kms.
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The thickness of the éeam encountered in the various boreholes
ranges from 0.31 metre to 0.91 metre, average being 0,40
1metre. TheAmeasufed reserve of coal proved by drilling in two
blocks 1s ‘estimated at 1,18,000 tonnes over an area of 0,31
sq. km, - | | e -

In 197172, investigation of coai was done in the
adjoining'areas‘arcund Bapung and Pamra village. The coal
seam encountered in the area ranges from 0.30 to 1.20 metre
in thickmess and the average thickness is taken to be 0,50
lmetre. The coél bearing area is 11.73 5q. kms, which include
the areca mentioned above. The probable reserve of coal 1S
estimated at 7.€ million tonﬁes,_considering 25 percent as
vorking loss, the total reserve of coal comes to 5;7 million
tormes. The coal 1s good having low ash and low.moisture con-
tent, the sulphur is high and varies from about 4 percent to
7 percent. A rough analysis of coal is g;ven below,

' Moisture ‘ " eee. 26 percent to 31 percent

Ash vees 2.6 " to D87 "
Volatile matter ceee W18 © to W3 v
Fixed Carbon " eese W69 % to 50.0 ¥
Calorific value cves '7;015 : to 7;490 Cal/Kg.
‘Sulbhur | , ';;.. 4.7 per cent to 7.1 percent

Character of coal - Bright to dull coal
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Lakadong Areas:

. The area can be approached by a fair weather road from
Khliehriat whiceh is situated 32 kms.. from Jowai along ‘Jowai-
Badarpur road. The area is divided into two coalfields, these

are as _follows:

(1) Umlatdoh Coalfield

Preliminary investigation has shoun that a coal seam,
about 0.3 metre to 2.13 metres in the thickness extends over
‘an area of 1. o4 sq. kms, The coal seam is not unifomly thick
‘and continuous and thins out within a short length. 0ver burden
is hard quartizitic sandstone which varies from 1+ metres to
‘ 8 metres in thickness.

The general strike of the coal Seam is north 60° East
and south with a southerly dip ranging from 5° to 10°. The
coal is of hérd lump variety with carbonaeceous shale ranging
from 0.25 to 1.00 metre in thickness. The analysis of the coal
-.shws the following results:

Fizxed Carbon veo U4, 76 percent to - 59.86 percent

Volatile matter ... 29.68.. " ." to 138.50 ."
Cmn 0 2.5 " to 290 N

Moisture D eee OB ™ to 0,86 T

sulphur 0 ... 3400 " o L,96 .M

Calorific value ... B, Th.u/cb.10,250 to 13,500
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Taking into consideration the average thiclmess of the coal
seam to be 0.50 metre the possible reserve of coal over an

area of 1,05 sq;_kms; is of the ordér of 470,000 tonnes.

(ii) X -
In the investigation in an area of 0.31 to 1,15 metre

thick, coal Seam is exposed in the Southern part of the
Pamsaru Plateau about 1.62 kms. to the Northeeast of Umlatdéh
viilage; agsociated ﬁith-nakadong sandstone over an area of
0.50 sq._kms; apprdximafely. A seam of 1.10 metre thick has

" been fraced over a strike length of 300 metres on the south-
weéterh‘of the plateau, close to the Umlatdoh-Pamsaru foot

track.,

‘ In addition to the sbove, there is a large area,
covering nearly 2.00 Sq. km, in the rather inaccessiblé
nbrthern part of the plateau, where coal seam ranging from
1.50 metres to 3.50 metres in thickness is exposed in ‘a few
serap faces, The maximum thickness'of the coal seam encoun-
tered 1ﬁ the area 13-3‘50 metres thick exposed a long cliff
face in the cut off central portion of the plateau. It hovever
thins down within a short distance when traced along the
periphery of the plateau. ’

(111) Sutnga |

In Sutnga areé;;there ére tuo coal seams; the top one
being only 10-20 cm thick and the bottom seam varies in
thickness from .30 to .60 metre and the vertical interval

between the two Seams i3 3~5 metres.
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'The coal of the Sutnga area shows the following

results: , . ‘
Moisture Ash Volatile Fixed .. Character Colour of

% - % ’ Carbon of coal’ coal
1.3 643 - !}2;8 ’49.6 Bright coal Light brown
2.3 2.2 uwaM 53,2 no n

7.0 9.7 32,9 51k . n

In Suthga area, the total reservé of coal i3 0,65 mil-
lion tonnes over an area of 160,579 sq.m. taking the average
 thickness of the bottom seam as 0. us metres,

The word 'forest' conveys the idea of a vast collection
of trees, but a 'forest' really may include tracts completely
bare of trees and the foresters have very often to manage such
tracts,

Whether the forests are owned by the State or the
ownérship lies with a private party, the forests are maiﬁtained
for tuo purposes. The object of maintenance will bé either:

1. for climatic or protective purpose or physical
effect sometimes rgferred to as indirect objectives,
-2, for productive purposes or with economic objectives

sometimes referred to as direct objectives.
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The forest maintained for physical effects are:
‘a) protection of mountain slopes and catchment
aréaS, | '
b) protection against wind ' o
---- ¢) protection against erosion and ravine fbrmation,
d) their (trees) aesthetic value and recreation,
e) pastures or gs road side avenue, |

£) wild 1ife.

| In all these, the form of management mist be such as
to conserve moisture, presefve climatic factors, prevent
erosion etc. so the main concept of the forest in recent years,
vgssumed'great importance not so much from the gsesthetic value
bﬁt;from'the‘point'of viev of their role as primary agents

against‘erosioﬁ.

'ProtectiVe;forest prbtects the,Soil, prevents it from -
i.ﬁeing'géshed awvay and it preﬁents ravine formation. It defi-
nitely conserves'moisture if it happens to be on mountain
slqpe, it pfotectélthe Slope frdﬁ denudaﬁion. Its function
a$'§r§téct1ve agent for the éatchmeﬁt areas for small village

: téﬁks‘and‘huge resefvoirs for irrigation is also important;

' Forests have value from the aesthetic point of view
algo. Cattle-are grazed and so they perfbrm the function of
pasture Tand and if they happen to have 1mportant roads
passing through them, they perform the fUnction of road side
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averue, in the same vway, a protectivequrest ma& and usua11y

is a prbduetive forest also. There 13 no forest maintained,
primarily for the protection of the soil-of against ravine
formation or as roadside avenue or to provide timber or firewood.

86 from the forest we may havé:

"a) Major produce

b) Minor produce.

The major prbduée of forests are timber and firéwood.
By minor produce consists of a variety of produce differing
in different localities. Some of these are bamboo, cane and
grasses, The forests maintained for the productive purposes
specially, those maintained for the production of timber and
firewood are by £ar the most important.

Forests are variously classified for different purposes.
Legal Forests are Reserved, Protected or unclassed Reserved
Forests are areas 56 constituted under the Mdian Forest Act,
Protected forest i3 a legal term for an area-subject to limited
degree of proteétion. A1l other forests of the country are
referred to agfggglassed. (Man and Fbrest, 1980: 4+). The autho-
rity concernéd therefore can enforce some fules.and regulations
to protect the forest from the unnecessary destruction. At the
present the Government makes a great effort to protect the

- forests. -
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The first national forest policy was enunciated in
1894 which accepted administration of the State forests in
the public interest as the sole object. The idea of regula-
tion of rights and restriction of privileges of the user in
the forest by the neighbouring population was introduced as
a measure for preservation of forests. Forests were still
plentiful and the pressure of population was not large. There-
fore, subject to the preservation of natural forests on the
hill slopes and commercially valuable timber, the policy
envisaged even clearing of forests for cultivation wherever
such a need arose with the growth of population (Govermment
of India, 1981: 39).

The rapid increase of population and the effect of war
in the country gave a new look for the forest-resource«base
for the industrial system. The national leadership decided to
make a determined effort for fast economic development., The
forest policy therefore was revised in 1952, The new policy
accepted as its primary goal the need for evolving the system
of balance and complementary land use under which a type of
land is allotted to thgt form of use in wvhich it would pro-

duce most and deteriorate the least.;

The policy also took note of the needs for checking of
derudation, establishing free lands, providing facilities for
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industrial use and maximum revenue consistent with its primary
goal, The trib'al communities were granted certain concessions
under this policy including collection of minor forest produce,
grazing of cattle e£c¢

Another 1mportant element in the context of oversll
forest resource in the country was the abolition of princely
states and Jagirs and Zemindars. The forests vere the personal
property of the chiaftains, Forests became the main source of
- revenue, sSo they were carefully protected and guarded. Many

States promoted forestry on a substantial scale, The taking
over of these forests by the State resulted in a period of
.:uncertaipty which caused substantial damage to the forest. It
;.tookrconsideréble_effort before the new area was put under
8ystematic administration and control covered by the general
‘gtate policy on forests,

The fast growth of population in tribal areas, the
availability of rich resource base for new developmental acti-
~ vities resulted in considerable in migration, The demand for
. timbers, fuelwood and other commercial uses of forests conti-
nued to rise rapidly. Further, the:forests provide a good
- source of augmenting state income. Two commissions made a
study on tribal economy viz. Scheduled Tribe Commission
(Dhebar Commission) and Natibnal Commission on agriculture,
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The Dhebar Commission observed that the full control of
tribal commnities over forest resources as some rights vas
made by the 1894 Fbresﬁ Policy. These rights were merely
accepted as Concession for 1952 policies which did not mean
in concrete term. They urged a basic change in the forest
policy so that the tribal commnities can regain the control
of this resource base. On the other hand, the National Commis-
sion on Agriculture accepted inter-relationship of forest
economy with rural snd tribal economy and urged for better
fétionality in the forestry operations and their utilization.
The two cannot work in isolation and the intersrelationship
‘between them had to be considered in terms of employment,
rights of user and involvement of the local people. Bmployment
itself could be as en alternative to the right of the user,

if the forests had to be properly organised, The forestry
Sése 1tsé1f needed strengthened by larger investments and use
of new teéhnology 3o that it could yield a greater gufplus to
be shared locally, regionally and nationally,'

Forest and Tribal Econony:

'~ 'Forests are intimately connécted’with the 1ife of tribals
and play'a,vifai-rble in their economy. The relationship has
"béen'récoghized'but has not been defined and interpreted in
ierms'of clear cut policies and programmes, This has caused
'adVe\rse'ecological‘balanCe.‘ In gome cases forests have suffered

a great loss; while in others tribal economy has been badly
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affected., There 1é'an urgent need to review the relationship
of forests to 11fé, culture and ecdnomy'of'the people in
Jaintia Hills or any tribal areas.,

~ The history of tribals can be narrated in temms of
changing relationship wiﬁb the nature and forest. Barly man
acquired greater skills in food gathering and hunting, with
increased pover of exploitation of natural resources. Shifting
cgltivation had been practised., Trees had been felled accor-
ding to. the need of man,

History indicated that, much more of India was once
cqvered by forest, but wvas not a undirectional prbcess. Possi-
bly people practised §lash-and-burn cultivation and 1nd1réct1y
‘assisted the expansion of agriéultufisfs, practising intensive
cultivation. | N |

With‘the pressure of population and agricultural tech-
nology, forest raqeded into the background, With thé develop~
ment of commmications, it became feasible for the settled and
migrant non-tribal communities to specialise in agricultural
production and satisfy all their needs, initially ﬁhrough |
barter and subsequehtly thrnﬁgh ﬁaney."The tribais once occu-

" pled a larme part of territory but pushed into interior of the
hills and forests. Thus, for éenturies together, ﬁhere deve-
loped a very intimate relation between tribal and forests. This
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dependence on forest continued for a very long time, they _
adopted agricultural practices of cultivating the field. In
the early stages of human development, the local communities

owned the land as well as the forest resources.

Forest has been essential throughout history for the
suﬁival of tribal commmities, During,Athe pm»lﬁependenee,
the free use of forest and the liberty enjoyed by the tribal
vwas curtailed through the 1mposition of restriction by British
administration, During the post—Independence period, the
poliey of assessment of the forest resources in terms of modern
eccnomics had greétest blow on traditional tribal forest
‘eccnoniy based on forest goods and service relations. This
resulted the forestry development into the resources develop-
ing and revenue earning activity, Initially, rights of tribals
in foreat were not challenged and tribals never felt bothered
about these states of activities, While the State may begin
to assess its right, but the tribal still believes that the
forest beloﬁgs to him. Some conflicting sit;uation arigses, vhen
. the State asserts its right,. through formal legal concessions
in some cases, with further change of forest policies.

Farest Resources in Meghalava:

"~ From the climatic condition and the rainfall the State
'réceivés, 1t indicates clearly that Meghalaya is rich in
forest'resources. Due to variation in the nature of the 1land,
toj:ography and diverse climatic condition, a variety of forests
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are fbuﬁa‘in the ététe.~it 15 a fact that as per National

Forest Policy, 50% of the hill districts should be coverea
with forests and Meghalaya has only 38% of 4ts geographical
area under forest utilizaxion, yet the economy based on the

forest i3 by no means meagre.

Class of Forest Y1978 10%-77 1 197778

- } (4n 1000 hectares)
Reserved , ' » - ® 71.00
Protected @ » 1.17(+)
Unciassed ‘ 7780 83

Total 851,00

Source: Chief Conservator of Forest, Meghalaya
*The areas under reserved and protected forests
have been the same as that of 1977-78,
*Excluding protected forests under District Council.

Table 3: Qut- nrn res
GEWEEFE!!IIEFﬂ!F")

Froguct N N
Out-turn (Cubic metre) 3 3,097.7 6,606.1
Value {Rs, '000) | L23.1 | 730.5
¥y » a : ‘ '

OQut-turn (Cubic metré) | | .h89.0 523.6 .

Value (Rs. '000) 6.6 7.2
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| Table W: Forest Area

Type of Forest - | Area

Forest Area ' - 8,‘5i'O 8q. Km.
Reserved Forest o S 700 Sg. Km,
Sal .Forest » . 119 8. Ka.
Bvergreen Trees . 565 8q. Km.
Pine‘l‘z-ées' | | 18,3q.xm.'”

Source: Basic Statisties on- Forest (1981) Govemment of -

' Meghalaya.

' -The Reserved Forests are under the control of the State
Government, but a great portion of the forest is under the o
control of the District Council.

A The following are some of the names of trees which are
available in the State of Meghalaya which yield valuable

- timber:

‘ Sal, teak, titachamp, hollock boca, gogra, . chaplaSh,
sireb toon, pine, chilawni, walmxt and mahogani. In Khasi
. and .Taintia Hills in the higher altitudes of about 1000 metres,
nine trees are found, and in Garo Hius in lower altitude
rieh sal forest is found. There 13 dense forest of canes and
bamboo 1n Garo Hills, northem Khasi 1:11113 and eastern part of
Jaint:la Hills. N
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- Timber is the most important product of the State.
prbpér'prbcessing'bf the timber will Treduce the'unneceésary
sports goods, and partiele boards are'important products of

forest,

~ Canes and bamboo are found in Garo Hills, Khas; Hills
and Jainfia Hills, Bamboo is one of the most important material
'1h'thé'tr1ba1 vay of 1life, The ﬁhaﬁched'h§uses are made out of
bamboé- feneing and other handicrafts are made out of bamboo.
The young shoots of bamboo are eaten, We find 1t in the market

as. vegetable.

Another important product of the forest is the charcoal.
Charcoal is an important commidty. It is used as fuel, Most
people of Shillong, the ecapital of Meghélaya, uge it for domes-
tic pruposes., In winter, more charcoal is cpnsumed in hearths
and fire places, A large quantity of charcoal is needed daily.
Hence the production of charcoal as$ a consumer commodity has
assumed special significance, |
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A. BAPUNG
" Introduction

~ Bapung 1s situated at a distance of 2h Kms from-Jowai
on the sides of National Highway No, 4L (waai-Badarpur)
houges are scattered on both sides of the rogd, It is a
nucleatedAv1ilage b;éause all the houses are spread in an area
of about two Square kilometres, The settlement is divided into
~ two, viz., Pohskur%and Pohsie;. The division is largely on the
basis of religion. Maéority of the residents in Pohskur are.
Christians. People following their traditional religion
(Niamtre) live in Pohsiej. The people of Bapung are also.
called Tuber, It 13 an old village, probably ‘more than 100
“years old.

It 1s interesting to note the etymology of the word
‘Bapung., People told me ‘that the real name of the village is
Wapung.lEtymologically,'Wa' m&ans continuous and "pung' means
. pouring, 3o, 4
.EIn Jaintia lad

e name refers to continucus’ pouring of rain,

ruaé? ve often use the phrases/sentences 1like
(a) darpung u slap (raining continuously) and wapung u.sla te
shlai ka um (because of the continuous rain the rivers and
-gtreams overflow). Even today the local people refer to the

* village ss Wapung, “The name is entered as Bapung in govermment
records since the days of British, I feel that it was‘dqne
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by the Bengall eclerks working in government office as in
Bengali language yg is generally written and pronounced as bg.

The people are called Tuber because in the olden days
there was a 3mall village called Tuber Kmai shnong which
later became a part of Bapung and lost its identity as an
independent village. |

Administratively, Bapung falls under Jowal Elaka and
Khliehriat sub-division, Elaka i3 a region comprising of a
number of villageé under the traditional socio-political sys-
~ tem which has legal sanction under the Sixth Sehedule of the
Constitution. Dolloi is the head of the Elaka. There are two
parallel administrations in Meghalaya. The people have to
approach officials in both traditional and modern systems for
social, economic, religions, legal and political activities.

The landscape of Bapung area is hilly. The hillg are
covered with denuded forest and grass. The denudation of the
land has been largely due to cutting of trees for timber and
fuel, Most of thé hills are barren. Mining in Bapung has affec-
ted the landscape to some extent. It ig found that after
mining the land sinks down, Many landslides are also reported
in the mining area during the last ten years. So, there is
some danger to the people as well as to the cattle. Several
cases of physical injuries are reported these days.

¢
i
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- The climatic condition ’of th_e distriet has been already
described. The mbﬁsoon rain creates inconvenience to the daily
vage earners. In general there is a great hsndicap to all the
vork, especially agriculture and mining.

Bapung is vell connected to the 3tate capital as well
as to the plains of Assam, There are two routes to Assam on
the National Highway. Gauhati and BadarpurAin Assam are the
nearest railway stations. Since most of the transactions take
place in Gauhati, people move more frequently to Shillong and
Gauhati. Gauhati is located at a distance of about 190 Kms.

According to my counting in June 1985, there are 208
households, The population of the viilage is 1252 (6’-»9 males
and. 563 females), I visited all the h-ousesr and collected
information on néme,_ age and sex of family members but couid
not collect detailed information from all the houses. I could

get good amount of information from about 25% of the 'hduses.

According to the 1961 Census the population was hk21,
In 1971, it rose to 736 and in 1981 it became 946. The age
and sex-wise distribution of the population is given in
‘Table No, 1. '
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Age group | _qu%ﬁ To§a1

0- Uk 86 Vi 160

5 - 9 112 82 194

10 - 1 78 €8 146

15 - 19 52 38 90
20 - 2% 62 L5 107

25 -~ 29 . 60 40 100

30 - 3 Lo L8 88

35 - 39 52 46 98

LO - 4 20 26 LWé

45 « 49 32 28 60

50 =« 54 21 25 46

59 =59 16 28 Ll

60 - 6% L 8 12

65 - €9 3 b 7

70 - 86 1 3 4

TOTAL 69 = 563 1252

Migrant population is-é population which comes from

. other places and lives temporarily or permanently in another

E 'placeg Thesé people move from their own village and live in

another village, Such population comes to 1live in another

'»¢ village with a purpose, usually it is to earn livelihood, In

this case the pépulation which comes from outside to live in
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Bapung is because of coalmining. We find that most of these
people are Nepalees, Biharis, Assamese, Bengalees, Garos,
Kacharis,. Nagas and Mizos. There are-also'many-Khasis and

Pnars who come to work in coal mining during the off-season,

Siﬁce~the'p0pulation is an influx population the people
come and go, and there is no specifie place where they settle,
These people move from place to place to wdrk in coal-mines,
Thus it is very difficult to take into account the population
and to identify these people, The techniques are applied for
colleetion of information on migrant people., Observation and
interviews on the weekly market day at Lad Rymbai, from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.nm., for one month, There are four veekly market days
called Iav'Pyngkat in a month, On this particular day the peo-
ple who come for marketing are more because no vork is done

on this day.

Table 2: Mig

g'i 'ﬁ'h  ‘.'G B | j go. of people who .
1. Khasis/Pnars N5
2. Nepalese 620
3. Biharis = | 305.
4, Bengalese , - 2hO.
5. Garos 230
6. Kacharis 175
7. Asszmese | 130
8. Nagas €0
9, Mizos j L0
10. Others (unidentified) 55

" Total 2570
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Vilggge Ecogggg _

The economy of Bapung village can be classified into
two viz. agriculture, coal-mining. Economy is the backbone
for any development in a societY.A

Ten years ago the.economy of Bapung was agrarian. Paddy
eultivationlwas the main activity. Today,-it has declined very
muoﬁ from.the pasp years, bnly a few afe taking agriculture
1as e meln'aotivity. The egricolture is based mostly on tradi-
tional technology, humen-laoouo and bullocks. The terrain is
hilly and therefore the fertility of the land varies sharply

_on. account of the nature of the slope and soil cover. The
| Source of vater is mainly monsoon but some irrigation becomes
possible by diverting vater from natural strezms, The main

_vcrops are paddy and maize.

Paddy cultivation is the mainstay of the people, Most

of the cultivators are owners, tenant, farmers or wage earners.

Most of households are self-employed But now the trend of -
‘oagriculture has chehged Most of the owners call outside
"labourers for agriculturel kOrk. The agricnltural 1mp1emente

1 used are as fellowsz

1) a large hoe (mohkhiew heb)
11) an axe for felling trees (u sdie)
t 111) a large dao for felling trees (wait lyngngun)



1v) small dao (wait prat)
v) sickle (rashi)
‘vi) p1ough (1yngkor)
'vii) a harrow (ioh moi)

In dealing with agriculture the land may be divided into the
following classes: | ' |
a) forest land
'b) vet paddy land called (hali or pynthor)
‘) high grass land (ri lum, ri phlang)
d) homestead land (dew kper)

,.'Forest lands are cleared by the process known as slash-
and-burn (jbum), The trees are felled early in winter and
‘allowed to dry tiilzJanuar&'or February vhen fire is applied,
.1dgs~qf vood beihg placed at intervals of few feet to prevent
the ashes being blown away by the wind. No manure is applied.
There 1is no pérmanent irrigatibn. The seeds are sdwn directly
,ﬁheﬁ,thé;firSt réin‘falls. Qét cultivation is édopted on those
'plots where irrigatipn iarhgde possible.by éutting watéi chen-
;neié down the slope from the hili sfféamé; The most typiééi
braetice of agriculture in Bapﬁpg is ﬁhat of ploughing and
, sdwihg with5ut much interval, dﬁéﬁﬁaddy crop per annum is

harves ted ..

All operations wbether agricultural or non-agricultural
ﬁ are primarily based on labour 1nten31ve techniques and are
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basically organiged on the basis of self-employed household
economy. In households which do not own enough lands it is
necessary to keep them sufficiently employed. Thué, the
demand for wage employment emergés., Some predominantly wage
employed households may have a small sized farm which they |
may farm themselves so the labourers and Small cultivators are
nmtu.ally interchargeable, Self-employed household is a form
of traditionsl productive organization in which the household
operates as g unit havihg cbmnand 6ve1f ceftam resources which
include 1land, labour organizétionai activities and a 1ittle
capital, in which the members .-of the family play complementary
roles and function as one operational unit for the achievement.

of the economic goals of the family.

I fownd furing my stay in the village that agriculturé'
is dying slowly. Most of the paddy fields are left fallow. |
People are 1nvolving more in coal mining. As a consequence no
local labourers are available, f'or those who still want to have
‘agriculture alive. The collect labourers from outside the |
villages. Some families bring 1abourers from distant villages. |
Trucks are being used to bring them in the morning and they
are t}aken back to thei_r respective villages in the evening,

So, there 13 an additional expenditure of transport for the

labourers,



Today, Bapung is a well known village in Meghalaya
because of coal production. Conversion of Shillong~Jowai-
Badarpur road into a National Highuway in 1978, is largely res-
ponsible for stimulating this new activity. The road vas very
narrov before and transportation of goods by trucks involved
a lot of risk, The road vas widened and metalled properly
since it became & National Highway.:-It does not mean that
mining was Started all of a sudden in 1978, The magnitude of
coal mining was very less before 1978, 01d &haktiman trucks
auctioned by the Armed Forces were largely used before 1978,
These days Shaktiman trucks are used to bring the coal from
the mines to the National Highway. Today, most of the young
men and women are involved directly or indirectly in coal

business, This gives them income all through the yesr.

Mining industry is one of the oldest industries in
India which has~been overvhelmingly dependent upon the tribal
labourers, for example, the coallmines of Asansol-Raniganj and
the Jharia belt4undertaken by the Govermment, The coal mining
in Bspung, Jaintia Hiils‘ Mggna;gya i3 undertaken by the peo-
rle themselves, We ¥now thét in gﬁher ﬁarts of India the
mineral wealth belongs to the Government, but the Government
of Méghalaya considers that it belongs to the people. In my
intervieus with the Government officials, I was told that the
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Government have classified coa’l mining a3 a Cottage Industry.

There is only one document in the Deparﬁnent of DM.R, (Direc-

torate of Mines and Mineral 'Resources) about coal uiixiing. The

document shows the royalty rates to be shared by the Govern-
ment and the District Councils (sece table). |

tShare of the

,coal deSpatched lCollection by iShare of the!
‘ #in tomes, {the Jaintia  {Jaintia BEills iState Govt.
Year 111s Dist. istrict

} iCounecil, Jowai [Council

J (in rupees) (Jowai at €03

! L | | (1n rupees )
197475 | ‘
1980~81 ‘
1981-82 - 3,25,615.68 34,47,825.4.0 20,€8,698,24 13,79,130.16
1982-83 5,06,889.00 36,47,370.50 21,38,422.30 14,58,948.20
1983-8% 8,10,833.00 56,74,326,00 34,84,595,60 22,€9,730.40
1984.85 9,40,847,00 66,02,743,00 39,61,6u5.80 26,41,187,12
Total:  3%,54,334,18 2,25,67,717.81 135,40,630.69 90,27,087.12

The coal mines are distributed in a vast area in and
around Bapung., There are sbout 32 mining villages. All these

villages play a very significant role in the ecconomy of Bapung,

Coal is collected and Stored on road sides in many places, but

most of the coal comes to Bapung and Lad Rymbai (another new



81

market town which has etnérged since '1'978,‘ about 5 Kms. to

south of Bapung). Outside businessmen generally ré‘fe‘r-‘td the o

coal extracted from all these villages as "Bapung coal" ‘The

villages are as followss

1.
2.
3.

. ’-“.- |
5o

6.

7. M
' Eyng'at
‘Lum: Shken

8.
9.
10.
1.
12,
13.

1%,
15,

1€,

17.

Bapung
Iongkaluh
Pynthor Sala
Moo _:-'I.laigng- o
Sham Sham

Moo 'Tong

Moo: Sniang
Moo Lang
Moo’ iamanoh.
Umshong |
Rntah
Khliehriat
Byndihati

18,

. .21 o

26.

27,
- 28,

30.
31.

32
33,

Kairang
Nongthymmai

Moo Pale Sutnga |

Moo Lamylliang - Iarian Tluh -

: LamyrSiang
23, :
2,
25.

Pfloolait ‘
Jalaphet
Na;‘wan; _
Moo Rwai
Sakynphor

-Pamra

Jalaioh .
Tamjal

Moo Btang - Lamare '

Sh:l eh-Rypli
Lakadong

The local people also call it as "the black stone of

Wapung® (Mooiong ka Wapung). It is also said that coal mining

first started in Bapung village.
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Coal mining activities are organized as follows:

Malik (owner)
+

g
|

L .

Manager
) .
:

i o
Sordar (supervisor)

%
14

1

R

Labourers

" People are the owners of land and the mines, Lands are
classified as Hot Kseh (with pines or other trees), Pynthorkba
(wet land for cultivation) and ,ngx (gardens). Paddy is culti- .
Yated in Pynthorkba. Vegetables andlfruits are grown in kper.

- The people have the right to own property vith the know-
ledge and authority .of the headman and the Daloi (person elec--
ted by 'the people for administrative purposes) and the District ”
Council For wet 1and, the District Council issues a document:
known as patta. But no patta system exigts for dry land. The
peaple can claim, with the knovledge of headman and the Qg191
(person elected) of the Elaka (province), any amount of land.

Those who inhabit the area, first claim wet land and get
the documents, Dry land is claimed through the knowledge of the
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headman. The property belongs to the first man who claims his
ovnership over a plot of land. The dry land should be used in

one vay or the other by the owners

But 4t i3 found out that in most of the cases, poor
people cannot invest to dig_the‘coai, So as a consequence,
they sell the whole plot of land to those who have money for
investment. In some cases the plot of land is soldvfbr money
and in some other cases they sell the right to extract coal.
Thus it is found that sometimes a non-tribal also manages to
take some coal-mine. But he has no right to claim the land,
After taking out the coal, the land belongs to the owner. This
land remains in the hand of a non-tribal or a tribal only for
a short period. Ty

.- Manager 1s a person who looks after the work In Bapung,
.coal mﬁning work is generally entrusted on contract basis.
Some ovners take over the work of managers themselves Some
hand over the vork to others Known as the managers. In Bapnﬁg
,an,advénce of Rs, 1000/- 1is given to the manager'tq bﬁy all the’%
toblsAgnd‘impliements required.to'dig the coal. Pipe and pumps
are required toldrive the vater in the mind. An agreement'ié
rmade between the manager and the‘owner,-how much the’owﬁer ‘
-willﬁpay.fér-the manager, In Bapung, the usual smount is Rs.150/-
per truck, This is 4 commission given to the ﬁxanager for the
coal per truck load when it is ready.
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The main function of the manager is to provide coal as
per agreement made with the owner. The owner will pay separa-
tely for those labourers who cut and collect the coal at the
outlet at the rate of Rs. 80/- per box. The size of the box
1s 6 £t S inches by 3 ft. :8 inches by 2 ft. 6 inches 'and'w'eight
of coal per box 1s 30 mcunds or 1200 kgs. The ovner will come
to collect the coal vhen it is ready to bé carried to the main

”road by ‘Bhgktiman trucks,

. The main duty of the supervisorfis to check the boxes
that the coal collected is well measured and not wasted. He
also guards the collection., In most of the caseé, the manage-
fial:wofk is done by the owner himself, He appoints only one
supérvisor to look after the labourers and the coal collectién,
To "the supérvisor also payment is done on contract basis at
the rate of Rs. 150/- per truck (Shaktiman), For loading one
truck, 8 boxes (size mentioned above) of coal are required,

It weighs 240 mounds (9€0 kgs).

Another function. of the supervisor is to check the -
cntters 1nside the mines, It is the duty of the supervisor Yo -
give 211 the information and conditions of the coal 1nside the
mines .
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Labhourex: | . . :
) ‘Those persons who are directly engaged in digging or
cutting, carrying coal to the outlet ‘and those who carry the
coal from the outlet to & place where a truck can come, and
those who load the coal in the truck are labourers. There are
tvo groups of labourers, viz. lecal (Khasis and Pnafs) and
migrant (from outside Meghalaya).

(1) Local labourers:

It 43 found that most of the local labourers are small
iand‘-holderAs. They earn their vages ffom the wel-to-'do families.
Those who have their own land come to work during the off-
season. They work for sametime and then go to their respective
villages.

(11) Migrant labourers:

The migrant labourers are those who come from other
States of India. These labourers: come to work in the coal-
mines: for long periods, Théy go to their respective homes when
they earn some money. The iocal or migrant labourers stay in
the camps for work. When they stop cutting in one mine, they
move to other camps. The labourers move from place to place.
The only day vhere we cah;éée these labourers is on the
weekly markets at Khliehriat and Bad Rymbai. On the market
day the labourers from all over the area come for marketing,
It is on these market days that we can see people of different
ethnic communities who come to work in the mines of Jaintia
Hills.
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High wage is énrimportant factor which attracts people
from different states to the mining area. The daily wvage in
Bapung is Rs, 50/= for men and Rs, 25/- for women and echildren.
The daily wage is high in the whole mining aresa, soréhe owners
of the coal mines give work always on contract basis vherever
it 13 possible. It is only when they collect the coal the
owners pay them in cash, The labourers are usually paid once in
'anweék and thé managers and supefviéars are paid on the comple-

tion of the asgigned task,

- Topls and techpolozy: .

»—The main tools which are used-in the mining are: hoes,
x"‘cmbbers., hammers 4 chisels,jzrolleyé, baskets, lanterns. ard
~ieahd1e§. Ncﬁe of the miners use new technology. Cutting is done
 manually.

" opansportations = o , Y

| -One of the main problems in the whole mining area is
_transportation of coal, After digging, the coal is-to-be carried
nffom.ﬁhe outlet to a place where a truck ean approach. Usually,
1 coolies earry the coal on contract baéis at the rate .of Rs,20/-
 per box. The usual rate for the truck to carry the cosl to the
main road is Rs, 660/- per truek., If the place is too far from
the main road, the rate will be higher. '
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The whole work is incomplete if the e¢oal is not ready
for sale at the main road, The aversge prico of coal was
Rs. 400/~ per tonne in mid 1585. On an average a truck ear-
ries 10 tomes of coal. 30, the price is Rs, 4000/~ for one
truck-load of coal. The price variss from time to time, from
place to place, and the quality of coal. It involves a lot of
'labour ‘ahd capital before 1t i3 ready for sale. The cost of
‘mining is computed as follows:
,A. Initial investment (for tools and

implements) , oss R3, 1,000,00

B, Running cost _
@) Commission to Manager and Supervisor

@ Rs, 150/~ per truck (150 x 2) wse R3. 300,00

b) Labourers wage for cutting , o ‘
@ Rs. 80/~ par box (2 x 8 z 80) - " aee R3, 1,280,00
. e) Coolie st two plagces = o o «
: ﬁ Rs. 20/" per box (2 b4 8 X 20) . seae RS. 320000

d) Loading @ Rs, 80/- per truck

(at tuo plac@) (2 X ) a ese N3, 160000

- e) Trensport @ Bs, 400/~ per truck :
| (cost two trueks) (2 x h00) «es Rs. 800,00
~ “Total ... Rs. 2,8€0,00
c. aelling @ Rs, hGO/a per tonne P4 10 C eee Rs. 4 000 00
. (one truck-load) o " Rs. 2,860.00

Net Profit ... Rs. 1,140.00

- My interviews with the suthorities at Mawkyndur Check .
Gate, 20 Kﬁs..froﬁ Joval, where they collect royalties, there
are 350 trucks approx. loaded with coal every day going to
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Gauhati and from the Check Gate Beat Fouse (Police Station)

of Khliehriat there are 150 trucks approx. loaded with coal

going tovards. Silchar.

So theré are 500 trucks plying evéry day loaded with
coal. The coal flow from JgintiaAﬁills is 5,000 tonnes in a
day. And the money flow into the Jaintia Hills is Rs, 20,000,00
in g day. Its impact will be felt in many years to come, This
figure gives us an idea about the prices of goods in the
mining area, It 1s naturally different from other pRaces of
thé_State. The mode of 1iving is different from those of simple
éillages'of Jaintia Hills, The wages also are very high, The
influx population is also increasing day by day.

In Jaintia Hills weekly markets play an important role
in ecopomié tiénsactiéné. It is also a meeting place for
friends and relatives, There are eight days in a week in
Jaintia calendar. Each day is named after a market. Bach day

the market is held in more than once place. The following are

‘the days and places of markets%_'

Name of the market/day Market places

1. Tav hat/Mukshash Mukroh and Mawkalew
2. law Kyllaw ) Jowal (Small market) and

Namdong
§

3. Iav Pynsin ‘Sanaro and Ummulong
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Name of the market/day Market places

4, Taw Mulong 3 Raliang and Nartiang

5, Iaw Musiang Jowai (big market)

é. Iaw Mushai | Shangpung and Shangrain

7. Taw Pyngkat Khliehriat, Led Rymbai and
Mynso

8. Iaw Thymblein Khadulil and Barato

A small market is also held at Bapung village on Pyngkat
which lasts hardly for three hours, Most of the people from
Bapung and Byndihati villages and the migrant labourers visit
the weekly market at Lad Rymbai and Khliehriat The articles

of daily use are purchased from the veekly markets.

A ney market centre i3 emerging at Lad Rymbai. There
were only about half a dozen families staying there about ten
yearsvago. The phensmenalugrowth of the place has takenlplace
during the last 3-l years, At present there are about 110 shops
and about 50 JaintiaAfamilies, Aboutr70% of shops bélong to
non-tribal people, especially Bengalis and Marvaris. All the
buildings where the shops are héused belong to Jaintias who
migrated to this place from the neighbouring villages. The
non-tribal shopkeepers are males who do not stay with their
female family members, I was told by them that the place is not

 gafe for their women, The shops are closed around € p.m, to
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avoid the trouble created by local drunkards. The shopkeepers

‘alleged that local boys, after intoxication, misbehave with

them and demand money. Petty quarrels are quite common at

Lad Rymbai. Since the buildings are owned by the local people,

_éent for buildings is a good source of income for them., The

shops are owned by both males and females. It is a self-
acquired property for males, Many local people also sell at

the road-side and open ground on weekly market days.

The difference betveen a daily market and a weekly

. market is that the latter attracts both buyers and sellers from

a vider area. All kinds of goods which are used by the people
are sold in veekly markets, I called Lad Rymbai as a daily

‘market because all the goods needed for the people are availa-

ble there on all days, 'Mofbover it is exclusively'a market

'town. It serves the needs of the floating population, eSpecial-

1y businessmen, truck drivers and labourers.

.The goods are very expehéive.at Lad Rymbai: The customers

are not permanent and not local residents. This may be the rea-

-gson for high price, The wages for mining work are also high.
'So, the buyingicapécity.of'the people. 1s also more. I made a

—survey of the shops and the prices of essential commodities.

One interesting finding is that local prefer business in tea

stalls,'grocery shops and vegetable shops which are also found
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in any Jaintia village. Radio shops, studios, footwear shops,
wrist-watch shops, hair cutting saloon are exclusively owned

W outsiders.

Table W: Qunership of shopg

Type of shop T iTrival Non-tribal Total

; S— QUROLS. Sy
1. Restaurants 3 9 12
2. Tea stalls 12 8 20
, 3, Vegetable shops : € 2 8
h,kGchery SHOps \ | 10 2 12
5. Studies - 2 2
' €, Halrcutting saloons - 3 3
9, Footwear shops ' - " y
8. Radio shops . | ' - 3 3
- 9. Wrist-wateh shops. | - 2 2
10. Miscellaneous items 16 30 - Lé.
_‘11,vRoad-side havkers on a 200 50 250

veekly market day
(12-€-1985) selling
vegetables, rice ete,
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Name of Commodity E:Price at Jowai | Price at Lad Rymbai
{ (Rupeces per Kg)igggpges per Keg)
1. Rlice } o . 5,00 8.00
: 2. Wheat flour . . 3-00 ' ' 1+.00
3. Sugar | 6,00 . 8,00
L, Mustard oil 18.00 24,00
5. Tomato : 8.00 12.00
60 Potato "}000 6. 00
7. Onion 3.00 5.00
A (per one) (per one)
9, Tea "~ 1.00 2.00
' ) (per cup) (per cup)
10, Vegetables of common 5.00 7.00

use like cabbage,
beans, brinjal ete,

11, Chicken 30.00 40,00
‘ (per one) (per one)

12. Beef 18.00 22,00

13. Pork 24,00 32.00

14, Mutton 30.00 34,00 -
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B, BYNDIHATI VILLACE

Byndihati village 13 situated at a distance of 40 Kms

from waai. The habitation of the village lies on both side
6f the road. The National HEighway Wb passes through this
village. It is.a permanent village. The exact area of the
village 1s not svailable. The village is situated on slopes
-aﬂa tgb1e~1and of the hills. Thg inhabited area of the village
1853 to 4 Kms in its length, Lipe most of the villages in
Jaintia Hills, the houses are constructed near the road side.
Tp; road i3 passing through the village but some of the houses

are scattered,

The village contalns different localitles, namely,
Lumshnong, Nengshnong, Lumshyiap, Pdengshnong, Dongsurok and
Wahshnong.‘There are 95 families 1iving in the village. The
typical Jaintia house ¢an be found. Some of the buildings are
éénétructed in modern style. A ﬁariety of houses are found.,
| The modern houses are roofed with corrugated iron/zinc sheets.

$hé traditional houses have tha@ched roofs.

The 1nhaﬁitants of the village are Jaintias. According
to the 1971 Census, the population of the village was 474 and
.in'i981.the pdpulation was 582 and in 1985 the population is -
680. The village does not have any health centre, If a person
is seriously 111 he 13 taken to Khliehriat or Joval,
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 The éiilagéfhas oné'?riﬁarY‘$éhOOl located in the
middle of the village. This school is financed by the govern-
ment, The -literascy rate is very low. Out of the population of
680 only 30 know how to resd and write. 5 are Post-Matric
'students, Some of these have gone.out of the village., Most
of the people are engaged in agricultural activity.

Regarding the OOmmuﬁication and transportation, Byndihati
village had some advantageé'in‘its location., The village secures
a regular bus service everyday from Jowai %o $1ichar. The vil-
lage has small quanﬁity of water in wells and springs, |

' The primary occupation in the village is cultivation of
paddy, maize, and vegetable, cattle farming, and carpentry
works., Paddy is cultivated in dry land and wet land. The tradi-
';tionai'practice of Jhum cultivation is still maintained. .
Plénghing of the land 1s done after the harvest, The early rain
4is important for sowing the paddy. The Sowing period is in the
months of Mareh, April, May and early June, After sowing the
next work is weeding. This i3 in the months of June, July and
_&dugust, Other agfivities are only subsidiary activities., There
aré some people who earn their livelihood by selling essential -
'arficles,of daily use, While some other people éarn their 1ncOme‘
from daily labour;-Thereforé the sources ofﬁ;ncomevare different

&

to each group of péopﬁbg



Jhun_Cultivation -

Jhuming (shifting or slash and bum) cultivation is s
tré&iﬁiohal modelbf'occupation. It 15 part of social and cul-
tural vay of living vhich comprises é-very 1mportaht role in
Pﬁar community, this is applicable.mostly to the landless peo-
pie»who have no wet paﬂdy'fields.‘Even today 20% of the total
pépulation still depends on jhumming. The poor people are
compelled to depend on it. Though itlis very unproductive and
- requires a large portion of land, the people‘do not'have other
cholces. But nusber of families with shifting cultivation as |
théir major source of income is decreasing. Because thé land
1s-not available due to short period of cultivation cycle. As
the land and the forest is ovned by the community themselves
the selection of site is éccording to one's choice, But now
this systém has declined. The people have abﬁlied fbr permis-
sion from the District Council and the headman of the village
to grovw forest in the 1land. This creates problems to the poor
farmers who do not have any land for cultivation. Formerly, |
the people d1d not have the concept of market, Now the dry
‘community land is not in much eirculation among fhe people

beeause people want to zrow forest in the same plot.

Sgttled Cultivation:

. If we look back to the history of the stages of human
development we find that permanent cultivation is in the Second
stage. Instead of shifting from area to area, under this type
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of cultivation, a particular plot of land is used permanently.
'Geﬁeiéiij;tih hiily.places permanent cultivation is located
at the sides of rivers where vater is éasily available, In
so@e‘areas hill terracing has also faken place. Like all
othgrlpiaces multiple,crop cultivatiqn is practised by the
villagers. |

 4As it vas said earlier there are different groups of
people with different types of occupation. There are some
groups who practise jhum cultivation and wet cultivation. In
a settled cultivation the land 15 fed with water from the
stream or river. The topography of the village provides ade-
gquate amount of flat land for permasnent cultivation. Perma-
nent cultivation demands a lot of physical labour and skill,

Besides water is another essential element,

Regarding the areé vhich lies under permanent cultiva-
tion 1n'this viliage it 1s about 32 hectres. The main crops
are paddy and maize, Anothér feature of permanent cultivation
‘in pompapison with shifting cultivation is the périod of cycle.
At least five to six years are necessary in sﬂifting cultiva;
tion where as in penmanent_éultivation crops can be cultivated
every year. Thus, ﬁermahent cultivation shows that it requires
more amount of physicai pouer and the income from the same

plot of land is also more, -
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Gattle Famtpz: i
o Cattle farming is an important source of subsistence
for the villagers. 20 households are securing their liveli-

hood from this occupation,

~=itAis a tradition for‘thé Panar péople to rear domésti-
cated animals. Keeping domesticated animsl is essential in
the context of social prestige and religions functions, From
the point of view of social prestige and social Status’wealth
i3 measured in tems of the number of domesticated animals
like cows, plgs, goats and fowls. 389 theése snimals have signi-
ficance in relation to soclial prestige and social status. But

from tho time Christinaity entered, these beliefs have declined.

Regarding the working hours of farmers it varies from
family to family, Thus the family which keeps cattle devotes
more time to feed animals to get better production. But it 19
found that the cattle farming 1n4Byndihati is not for milk,
The animals reared are‘for'sacrifice, meat.and mpnure, A large
amount of éowdung is available which is used in hanuring the

\field, especlally for growing maige.
Explojtation of forest:

| One of my main intentions to select Byndihati was to
explore the nature of exploitation of forest wealth, But unfor-

tunately, I could not get quantified data on this, I could
estimale the cxtent of exploitation from my observations.



98

",ﬁy 1§térviews vith elders revealed that,abbut 20 years
ago'Byndihéﬁi was covered with a thick forest of bine trees.
People realised the commereial value of timber and Started
félliné'trees.. An acre of pine forest yields about Rs.10,000
at present, About 20 years ago, the pTrice vas about Rs,2,000
to Rs, 5,000, People invested the money walnly in two ways,
viz, for construction of houses and for terracing small val-
leys for cultivation of rice. Part of the timber was. used to
construct the bouse. People bought corrugated iron/zinc sheets
to roof the houses, So, majority of the thatched houses dis~ -
-appeared from the village., Some people have also used the
money to buy dry or wet land in other villages. Some more
details about these investments are discussed in Chapter VI,
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In this chapter an attempt is made to review the tra-
ditional and changing socio-cultural institutions and values
on the basis of reports and books published by British admi-
nistrators and ethnographers, The latest publications by
Indian writers are also reviewed The deseription mainly

: refers to the Jaintias (ork?nars) but sometimes 4t covers
botb Khasis and JaintiaS. For example, Christianization cannot

be considered 1n isolation. The movement to convVert Khasis and
Pnars into Christianity vas taking place simultaneously and
.the same organizatiqns were involved in the religious activi-
+tiss, The socio-cultural life of the people of Bapung and
Byndihati has to be d;&exstood keeping tbéu;ntire society of
Jaintia Hills 1n.?inér7The chénges discuésed in this chapter
are mainly due to British contact, introduction of formal edu-
gation through échoolstand colleges, and introduction of Chris-
tianity, R | Lt

Religion: |
The religion of the Pnar was described as animism or

f-_\gpirit worship by the British ethnographers, Propitiation of

3p1r1ts, both good and evil, on certain occasions principally
in the times of trouble was an important aspect of traditional
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religion, The propitiai;ién 6f."i)')ese spirits (or deities) is
carried out either by the priest (lyngdoh) or by old men vwell
versed in the art of necromancy (art-of predicting by means
of communication with the dead). The Spirits and deities wor-
shipped by the Pnar are numerous. The following are the prin-
cipal spirits and deities:

a) Blal Muluk (the god of the State) who is propitiated yearly
by the sacrifice of a goat and a cock. | |
b) Blal Lun Blai Wah (god of the hill and ua"ﬁcer-); This god is
' also similarly propitiated once a year.
¢) Blal Spah (the god of wealth) this god is propitiated with
a view to increase brosperity. ~
d) Blal rynskay wasa (the tutelary deity of the village). This
is propitiated by sacrifices whenever thought to be neces-
sary,

The Pnar have also a belief in God the Creator, U Blai

va buh wathoow (the goddess who look after for the well being

of men) and ka blai synchar (care taker),

In the traditional belief the dead body of a person is
alwéys cremated, After a few days a ceremony of feeding the
spirit of the dead 1s performed at the ancestral tombs where
bones of the dead person were collected, Pigs, hens and goats
are killed in the ceremony, which are offered to the spirits
of only those members of the family whose reﬁains have been

recently deposited in the clan cromlech,




lightning (u pyrthat) Kupli river vas selected as a place

for sacrifice, up to the late 18 century. The human sacrifice
by the Jaintia king was stopped by the British in mid 19th
century, Its main tributory'Myntahg river is also amually
appeésed'by the gacrifice cf a he-goat, '

‘In the last fev years a large number of Pnars accepted
Christianity, viz., Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, Seventh Day
Adventist, Anglican, Church of God and other denominations.

©  While education made a tremendous progress, Christiani-
sation also set a pace. To the missionaries, education was a -
hénd”maid of evangélizafion;‘As in the field of education,. the
Welsh Mission encountered initially severe opposition from the
tribes against evangelization. In Jaintia Hills the resistance
wﬁs very acute. So stubborn wés the opposition that after éwc

decades of evangelization the Welsh Mission could convert only

158 by 1861, However, gradually, the mission gained success,
The Welsh Mission organized a native presbytery which set up -
) -épért,. men as evangelists and appointed licensed preachers and
Qpened mumerous preaching stations in the villages.  Since then
they began to.derive the fruit of the labouf,cln 1871, the

converts rose to 51& souls, In 1881 the number came up to 20€0

AN

L4
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and in 1891 it climbed to 17 125. In 1905 a Christian reviva-
list movement Started, where the Welsh Mission alone had
23,000 and 1000 to 1500 converts vere admitted ammually
(Natarajan, 1977: 61).

Like the Welsh Mission, the Roman Catholic and other
denomination gained converts, Though late in the fieid, the
Cethelics-counted 2,000 Khasi followers, The Adventist and
Unitarians also von some adherents. B~C Allen pointed out:
"By the beginning of the 19th century it appeared as the most
correct thing to become a convert to Christianity.”" An effect
was the emergence of a class of professional and salaried
preachers; writers and miésionaries'who replaced the tradi-
tional Khasi and Jaintia priests (1lyngdoh) who vere discredi-
ted in the moral 1eadership”of the eeuntry; But the converts -
could not get rid off the tribal collective mind. They had to
obey the most basic tenets like inheritance of property, title,
the nom of marriage, They visibly discarded the worship of
their own deities and eeceptea instead going to church,

“The Khasi and Jaintia felt the gentle breezes of the
change with the arrival of the Britishers and Missionaries 1n
the early nineteenth century. The first Anglo-Khasi contact‘
fbllowed the annexation of the adjoining Sy1het district by
the East-Ind;a Company in 1765 AQD? As @ consequence of the
gfent of Divani of'Bengel;;fhe‘initial uneasiness about the
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relations betwéen the natives and aliens later todk a nev

turn, AS early as 1807 A.D., the importance of the knowledge
of the tribals for efficient administration was first realised.
The Board of Directors of the East India Company took a formal
decision to this effect. In the plain areas of the country,

the British rule was more compréhensive and touched more
aspects of sdministration and day to day life., In Khasi and

- Jaintia Hills, however, from its full annexation in 1833 A.D.

" to their departure in 1947 A,D, tﬁe British rulers administered
the area by minigum presence and interference respecting the
tribal laws and customs leaving the Sviems (Kings) to exercise
théir authority on local matters as before."” (Natarajan, 1977:
90).

//Though the Khasi Jaintia society is so strong and closgse-
knit and 1ntegrated in 4ts culture and tradition yet it was
' bound to be affected by the presence of an alien ruler, the
'subtle 1nf1uenée of his culture and the need to adjust to his
vays and methods. Besides, there were exotic influences such
as the work of the.Christiap missionaries. A society manifests
changes not only because of the direct factors but also because
of the reaction, resistance and sometimes opposition engendered
in 1t by exofie forces, Thus, inevitably, contact with an slien
religion involved the Khasi Jaintia individual and society
deeply; it also affected.the cultural dynamics and struetural
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integration. The earlier cultural setting changed and after
the initial cultural shock, by slow degrees the pace of
chanée was accelerated{
/

The first band of converts formed base of western cul-
ture in the hills. The converts were preferred to others in
th job. This created a system which hélped in spreading of
Christianity, In this context, it may be mentioned that a
' decade preceding the independénce, a brawl developed between
the people and administration, Even a traditional annual per-
formance festival (Behdein Khlam) vas stopped by the 38.D.0. of
Jowai who happened to be a Christian himself. Persons who pro-
tested against this action in the court of law at Shillong were
expelled from Jowai. However, the Behdein Khlam an anmual
festival in Jaintia was revived in :!91+8 (Deb Roy: 1981), Even
today, those villages who follow the traditional faith are
known as Chnong Niamtre who fear to transact with the educated

‘because of conversion. They are So suspicious in sending their

. ¢hild to school est he becomes Christian. The matter became

épnfused after independence and creation of the State of Megha-
laya. The Government is manned by the tribal ‘felites' who are

' christians. Poverty compels many to move out for money. The
converted are freed from many troubles, they need not bother
for sacrifice, divination rather they get help and co-operation
from the new commﬁnity. They find that now they can live well

even if they abandon the tribal mode of life, The society is
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no mofe to fight with nature, Individuals are no more to
depend on the old community. So the non-christians are in a
conveyer belt of development in which they are to pass through .
the wheels of Christianity, 35ti1ll now, most of the poor and
the diseased are tbe non-Christian who live in a comparatively
unhygienic conditions. They are less cared till they come
through the conveyer belt of Christianity, Most of the people
believe that-bhristianity 1s not doing any harm to the#r cus-.
tom énd traditions, But the educated few énd those old custo-
dians of tribal culture believe that it is obliterating théir
culture and customs making their youth unruly and indifferent
to the parents,

In an interview with some non-Christian old men and
priest (lyngdoh), they expressed their deep concern "that,
though there is a great impact of Christianity, yet the would
try to keep thelir culture and beliefs but not knowing how long
they would be able to Tetain it." Their pessimism 1s due to
many causes, the answer to which they do not know. "People
are to earn money so should be educated. But when they become
educated, they Zbandon their original traditional faith. The
charm of modern education 4s taking boys out of doors. If they
are objected, they would become Christian, So it 1s killing of
culture both ways., Now5 modernity means Christianity and civi-
lization means westemnization to the tribals. Christianity s
spr@ading in Jaintia Hills,
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In Bapung village presbyterian denomination came first.
In Christian denomination, there is a church leader known as
W who looks aftef the welfare of the faithful,
While the non~Christian (Cpnong) they have a Sangot or Lynzdoh
(priest)Awho look after the_rituai performance, Today 1t 131
not wéllobs.erved.:_‘mg annual rituals are neglected. Thus
Niamtre‘is declining day by day. .

A few years ago it vas a rare case to have a Prar girl
vith an outsider husband, Today it is found that mized marriage
with the non-tribals e. g. Nepali, Ben.gali,..;?li_e_zchari etc. are
incréaéing. If the couples happened to be Christians the church
takes over the’matter. At first it was encouraged by the church
leaders to get more people converted to Christianity., When
such cases happened, the Hindu did not take Christianity easily.
But many such non-Christian people accepted thg neu-religion

later,

The Church have tried to adjust to the given social
structure, It has been indeed the policy of the church singe
the first century A,D, to accept the socilal structure of the
new believers. "As the church is for all mankind; 1t follous
that in relation to each segment of mankind the church will
be theAehurch for that segment be it nation, province and
local 6ommunity. The church does not try to demolish the forms
df society (exeept in so far as they contradicted the‘purpose
of God for mankind as revealed in Jesus Christ) but rather
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accepts'them as fhé ﬁrovisibﬁal fbrm7in.ﬁhi¢h the new humanity
is to bé'made‘méhifést;”lt is'thus'entireiy congrous with the
- proper character of.the church that; from the beginning, it
took over inﬁo its 1ife the forms of social'organism which
vere found in the society of which it was & part " (National
Christian Council Review Vol. XC III, 1973s 4). The Christian
missionaries 1eft untouched ‘the matrilineal system followed
by Khasi and Jaintia, But a new concept of the 'Christian holy
'matrimoﬁy'.where'hnsbang-andbwife are joined together 'till
' death' vyas introduced,. The missionaries had also introduced
'trestricti9ns on the followings |

(a) Pre—maritaland GXtra-marital sex.
(b)) Drinking ' S g ot
o (e) Grambling
 (5)>0bsef§ét16n of Sunday as Holy Sabbath (God'é.aaY)

© (e) an-oﬁservation»of the clan oxogamy principle.

_ 1‘If any one tranSpasses any of the above mentioned, he or she

l;is 11ab1e to be exeommunicated outside the church.,

e a-gonsequence‘people are slowly Christisnised, The
.‘ainclination to Join the éhurch, in general confirms' the ‘cen-
tral aiscovery of4c5ntemerary p@iipsdphical anthropdloéy‘that
: there 1s a-liv;ng'unity between mén and the world, which is
more fundamental reality the world which I perceive around me
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is not an objective world which I live, my vorld, a milieu
eoﬁétituted by that totaliti, which I.called ny 1ife, my

umwm%mswnuuay(cawmwa,mmzﬂ My stay
| at Bapung for field work made a clear understanding that
most of the‘busipess are closed on Sunday.

~In the same‘village there is a clear cut divisioh.in«
managemént between the two ldCalities viz. Dopng_skur (Chris-
tian) ggn_ghgg_g (traditional religion/ﬁiamtre). Both the -
groups easily and naturally form soclal affiliations, What-
. ever tensions emerge betueen the two groppa are confined to
‘marital relationship, These tensions almost always emerge .
from the non-Christians because the church insists on the .

».assimilation of non-believer 1nto the church's fold,

“But vhenever a Christian is excommunicated from the
?éhurch'it?isfeasé-for that person to cross over to the-nén»

~ Christian fold ahd CQntinue=£o live' a soclally harmonious

" 1ife, This facilitates the management of tensions and permits
quiﬁity'betﬁeen £he two‘grohps.’At:this:point, it is essen-
tial.to-note,that Fhe-Chriétian.and.non-Christianifollow~thez
principle of clan exogamy 1.e. marital alliance within the
wélan‘is,stiictly prohibited, The violation of the principle .
df clan emﬁgéﬁy is consgidered a ﬁdfe serious erime than -adul-
tery or:murder or any: other crime and is knoén as Chone 3gang
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(taboo). Both Christian and non-Christian considered it an
unredeemable sin, Thus Christianity has not attempted to
alter the basic kinship structure.

In contrast, ‘j%a;;kg_gngng' (self-arrangement) refer
to a marital slldance which is neither solemnized in the
- ehurch nor is entered into aecording~tb'traditional rites nor
is registered in_the court but is otherwise not an antisocial
alliance. The.chﬁrch considers Shu_ia shopg to be a carnal
sin; and Suspends the offenders for a perlod hot less than
six months after which the suspension is 1lifteqd, proviéed the
‘offenders reeularize their alliance and satisfy the church of
their true repentance. (Constitution of Presbyterian Church
4in North Fast India Khagi Jaintia Press,- Shillong, 1972: 1L),
'On the contrary, though the nonoehristian considers gng_ig
ghgng an undesirable act, they do not condemn it as a ‘cardi-
'nal sin'» The parties are not considered offenders and no‘
penalty of any kind is meted out to them, Over the years 1f
the parties settle down 1nto a nuclear family, their relation-
ship is deemed to have been regularised, that is, time sanc-
tifies their union. This differential treatment beiween the
Christian and non—Christian to the parties gpg_ia_ghgng indi-
cates that the Christian doctrine of carnal sin, which was ‘”
developed in non-Khasi Jhintia (non-matrilineal) society 13
not really compatible with the matrilineal social structure of
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Jalntiss and to that extent is an artificial grafting done

by the foreign missionaries and perpetuated by thg indige-
nous church: lesders, But it is pertinent to note thét even
though the church had declared self-arrangement to be a carnal
g8in yet the parties are not socially ostracized wheplthey are
exommunicated from the church for not regularizing the rela-
tionship and remaining impenitent. Thus, in the ongoing
social process the penélty system even among the Christians

1s weak and this weakness i3 imputed to the fact that Jaintis
Christian 1ike the Jaintia following traditional religion is
"subjected to the séme pressures of the inner logic of matrili-

neal system,

Some of these marriasge norms, the church had set up,
made problems for the people to marry native girls. But today
the mixed marriages are increasing day by day for the sake of

.eonversion,.

Another marginal effect on the Society caused by the
British rule was opening up of communications, Changes conse-
quent oh location of the capital of Assam at Shillong 1n'187h
vere Such that it gave rise to influx of outsiders in large
numbers leading to more and varied inter-ethnic marriages,
the upsurge in economy and improvement in the prospect of

. trade,. greater horizontal and vertical mobility of population,



111

better communications resulting in rapid circulation of new
ideas, But the prime factor which induced and fostered silent
“and mgmmoth changes was the work of the missionaries for
nearly a century or more, This work also nourished and unfas-
tened the forces of adoption, resistance, adaptation and
opposition, The changes that occurred by the invisible degrees
and stages, in the hitherto undisturbed Khasi-Jaintia society,

grov more tangible over a period of time,
' Sooda) Wierarchy
The earlier Social hierarchical pattern was the ruling

- clans - viz. §&1gm§ (Royal Clans) Dolois then followed by
- priestly clans Lypgdoh, the ministers and nobleman, soldiers,

- . agriculturists and commoners, Bandsmen at the base, were dis-

tributed. The classes of bandsmen, slaves and criminals, were
‘mgde to work for the rulers, It became extinct during British
rule;;Prisoners vere nov kept in jails and slavery of previous
| days became éxisti Christianity préached an egalitarian socde-
ty, based on.tbe tribal egalitarian character, Traditionally,
the priestly clan had power and authority on ritual matters
but with the eoming of the new order the priestly clan had no
‘Toom., The cash economy dominating the market led to the conge-
.-quent rearrangement of social order on the basis of wealth.,
- Inter-marriages within the soclal pyramid inereasingly cut .>
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across the vertical distinctions, Since the earlier respective
occupations were not followed strictly by clans, the new
social hierarchy that arose was more of a sub-cultural than

cultural'nature.

Ihe Ppar Family
The Pnar practise the natalocal segmented lineage resi-

dence and domestic group, thle the Khasi and Garo practise

the uxorilocal nuclear family residence and domestic-group.
Gurdon mentiomed clearly that "The Syntengs (Jaintia/Pnar)

seem to have more closely preserved the customs of the matria-
chal than the Khasis, and the_Syntengs claim that their niam
or reiigious.cerémdnies are purer i,e, that they mope.closely
correspond to &hat'fﬁey were in ancient times than those of the

Khasis." (Gurdon, 191k 76)..

Pnar matriliny on the. basis of the relationship between
the residence pattern of the spougses after marriage stands out
disttnét fgom_ﬁggﬁgﬁher forms of matriliny as found in this
region (Meghalaya) and also in other part of India (the Nayar
and the Mapilla) and other parts of the vorld. I, as an anthro-
pologist and son of the soil, would like to express as follows:
"The husband is only a father and'has nothing to do with the
menagement or otheruise of his vife's family, He 1s to live
and work with his mother and his clan and his right of owher-
ship'whatsoever-exisig only in his mother's time; In the Pnar
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custom the eldest dénghter of any of the nearest sufviving
lines of anyAelah.is-to inherit any dislocated property. In
Jaintia it 1s kxnown as rap iupz (right to claim). Ka sdigh/
Hakhey (last daughter) inherits a biggest share of her mother's
property. In Jaintia 4t is known as hiar patein (inherits
legally). In the case of the Khasis all property is to return
to the youngest femalé,'The‘traditional'practice of the Pnar
husband vas that he does not go to 1ive in the house of his
vifeo. He'remains in the house of his mother or female_Rursg
(clan) and only visit his wife. His connection with his Kurg
(clan) 4s therefbfe'more intimate than among: the Khasis., This
diffe?ence»in mo§9 of 1ife has resulted in the differences of
customs of 1nher1iance‘to sgifgaQQﬁired property of the male,
Pnar familiesvmaké a strong claim to the earning and property
of the«sons.ffﬁ regard to 1nher1£ance, of the self-acquired ‘
property of the malei the Pnar husband remains in his mother's
house and.ohly'visit his-wife; (vhereas) the Khgsi husband
leaves his mother's house, and lives in the house of his éife

. after marriage, Apart from this difference ;n respect of self-
Aacquired'property, *the customs of lav of 1nherﬁtance_regardg

: 1ng-aneestra1-prapérty is the same among the Khasi and Jaintia
as both follow the matrilineal system'. (The Govt. of Assam,
1964: 14-16 and 39), :
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In a strict sense of-the'tefm family»as a conjugal
unit is not known to traditional Pnar matrilinesl system.
The Pnar are matrilineal people and the traditional household
pattern is matrilocal rather_than conjugal.~§owever, there is
gh'emérgiﬁg and‘to much extebt a preferred tendency for the
Pnar wifj'é to insist that her husband stays with her. The tra-
ditional Pnar custom has been visiting husband. The family is
more a doméstic group father than conjugal family.

~ In the traditional form 'the husband is a visitor to
the house of his wife with whom 1live the children’, even. after
marriage, he contimies to 1ive and work with his mother .and
~siste?s,‘rn the strict sense traditional Pnar social organiza-
tion did not have any ecconomically fumctional institutions of
conjugal family i.e. comprising husband, wife and their cbil-
dren, In,fhe social structural sense there can be no denying
that it 1s possible to identify a family under the traditionmal
Pnarubracticé as marriage after all did create a husbandfand
wife;and later through them their'sqns and daughters, Bu¢ in.
the more functional - interactional sense for the individual -
this structural alliance was not an. effective group in the
-conduct of affairs critical to his/her socilal and economic
. existence. We have in a domestic group: (i) the female head,
(11) her wother, (114) married and ummarried male and female
siblings (brothers and sisters), (iv) male and female offsprings

}
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of married sissers. Absent in this unit being spouses and
children of the married male matrikins, It will be thus appa-
rent that membership to the traditional Pnar domestic group
is by birth and that there 1s no contingent relationship
between marriage and the mode of residence of the matrikins,
Under the Pnar System of matrilineage both traditional and
emergent there is perfect adherence to the matrilineal rules
of descent, succession and inheritance. The rule of residence |
. 45 natalocal, A woman who gives birﬁh to children continues
to 1ive with her mother while the father of the children 1iVes
with his mother, This is the crucial subsistence group for

.. the Sdciety and its members, helping to maintain strong bonds

.. of matrilincal descent group affiliation, which is not dis-

~ turbed. by mgrriage]of the male or the female. Inheritance of

.- property is by the rule of female ultimogeniture, the main
i.bulk_of-the pibpertylinéluding the aneéatral house of the
~females(t:e iung) goes to the youngest aaugbtei»with the under-
-Standing that~311 £hé other daughters have received their share
-~ from the mother'dgringfher life time. In actual practice, after
;Aher marriége:a daughter may continue to. co-reside with her

" mother for semetime. Marriage for a Pnar girl, hovever does
“create a numvb‘er' of new- situations, Mibiupg means start a new
~house, This is inborn in the heart of every new couples except

the last child kmown as Siiah/Khatduh/Wakhem (youngest daughter).
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The girl .moves from her mother's house after ge}fing onée or

two children, When she 1lives in a nev residence, she will

try to manage and decide about economic consumption snd thus
productibn_of material goods vital for her own subsistence

and her children, There is a deliberate consideration now-6f
the distribution and exchange aspect of economie goods as in
this there is an active involvement of the male head of the
domestic group, which under the traditional praétiee is her
brother and in the emerging forms it is her husband. The overall
‘suggestions 1s not that the Pnar voman after her marriage is in
any way deprived or denied her basiec economic needs. On the
contrary, the married daughter continues as before to share

in the kitchen and ceonomic pursuits of her mother's dpmestic
group., The change océurs because of many extraneous factors
such as difference in opinion in decision making on economic
affairs vitsl for the household, a sense of disenchantment of
the other married daughters with the property of their mother
as they will not inherit it, diversification and incresse in
the personal economic needs of the married daughters with the
birth of children and soron., h

_ The earlier‘iarge familial‘institutions‘(kpoh and iuhg)
began to be modified and a certain ambiguity arose in society
ag earlier 80cio-religious customs viz., family cromlechs,

funeral ceremonies, ancestor-worship and memorial stones began
to die down, and ties of kinship loosened. Non-matrikin began

to assume new lmportance.



117

The basic role of women still corresponded to the ear-
lier role owing to the increasing economic independence, and
the introcution of men to the Christian idea of patriachal
societies, two new trends are noticeable., The Christian women
who, more than their orthodox counterparts, supplemented their
incomes or earned these by means of small trade such as stit-
ching, tailoring, basket-weaving or by working as daily labou-
rers had a greater'air of dignity or self-respect about'them
than the non-Christian women, They began'to murture new ideas
gbout patterns of child care and house keeping, an eye for
utility and beguty, a keen sense of aesthetics, unlike the
'rigid crite:ion of sheer utility to which the women clung in
- the earlier daysi'

The other trend was, inereasingly, for the Khatduhs
(youngest daﬁghFers.and heireses), more 3o those residing in
urban areas,'té‘surrender3their rights to inheritance volun-
tarily as they uanted'tc'bé-free of their social and religious
obligations, Even as ear;y'as“1900l undef_the influence of
Christianity, avféw—orthodéx heiresses did not stay in the
ancestralﬁhoﬁse.as required by ancient Khasi custom, They set
up new residences with their husbands.- Although soéiety remained
matricentred, the wvoman did not act under as many safeguards

as before from her maternal uncle and elder brother.
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With new occupations'growing like mushrooms, an
increase in the mumber of educated women, there came idea-
tional independence for women too. But as yet,:women‘uere
not encouraged to participate in acts of legislation, admi-
nistration and judiciary, In traditional éeeting ¥nown as
durbar (assembly) women were not allowed to participate, And
yet, women still occupied an important position in Khasi-
Jaintia society. They nov had more freedbm of ﬁovemeht, |
although the vomen from aristocratic aﬁd cultured families

had imposed their own restrictions,

Reverence of female progenitors diminished in dmpor-
tance as a feature of the later family organization although
the mother's clan, as before adopted her children. Matrili-
neal inheritance prevailed but as indicated earlier, there
was a slight alteratien‘in the position of women. Qomén depen-
ded less on the male relatives of the kur., They either‘manéged
1t independently or with the help of the husband. The earlier
.Khaai usage 6rda1ned vomen to benloyal to their domeéticjdp-
ties, especially in the task of furthering family ties and
affection,. Women were quite free in their movemenﬁ an@ pérti-’
cipated actively in political and social affairs, In continua-
tion of the past system, they assumed control of important
family business concerns and Showed themselves thfifty in the
management of business. Men have lagged behind in this respect.

AN

.
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In Christian families influenced by western ideas, men had
acquired a new sense of assertion; to this extenf, there wasd
a decline in the earlier status of women, which nov came to
be on par with that of men, Men disapproved increasingly of
the interference of‘the‘wife's brother and other relatives

in matters concerning the children and the family, Today many
educated women.are-interested in number of activities besides

Al

the home. They are slso interested in polities.

- It has been stressed that in early days, the matri-
centred nature of the early Khasi.Jaintia sociéty was in a
sense counter-balanced by the significant roles of the eldest
:materngl‘unele and elder brother. Nov the importance shifted
from the maternal uncle to the father, Chiidren csme closer
to thé‘father than to the male matrikin relatives, The earlier
family ties loosened and religion was no longer as cohesive a
bondvgs before% In general religious practices and beliefs have
died down not only due to economic circumstances, widening
N disparities, péverty‘énd changing times, but beecause of a
.change ih‘the.ideology toé, Along with the &Ying5db§n of the
practices'of placing ‘of bones under clan stone (Mawbah) and
.erecting memorial stonesswhich was religio-cconomic in nature
has also been broken, 43 a result, for the first time in Khasi
" Social history the problem arose of orphanages and illegitimate

‘children in families where women vere not as close to their own

— - [, T e
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families as before, Care of the old and aged became a problem
too, The shadow of the authority of the clan was felt in
every matter, but the grip was loosening.

Marriaza: 4
Barlier, courtship had been the traditional mode of

marriage, although arranged marriages prevailed, especially
among the aristocratic family. Their free mixing led to pre-
marital sexual play and chastity wés not valued, Later on, the
traditional pattern of courtship became & more frequent pat-
tern of marriage¢¥ﬂu1e the basic modes remained the 3ame
customs and elaborate practicés associated with marriages
were simplified, marriage ceremonies became less elaborate,
The number of marriages by elopment increased, Diﬁinations
vere not consulted, or'sacrificeS’made,_pfayers vere offered
to U Blei (God)ffThe»main ritual was the mxing of the liquor
(itad), from the two gourd containers brought by the bride
and the groom, Despite the spiritual basis of marriage as an
institution, many men took marriage lightly. Desertion and
divorees were on the increase especlally among the orthodox
Khasi-Jaintia, even among the Christian divorcees, extra-
marital affairs and licentiousness had increased although the
number of desertions had gone down among the Christians, As
it appeared today marriage had been stabilised. (Natarajang
v1977:1ﬁ1jg
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"All the sarlier rules in matter of marriage were stric-
tly obgerved. But in the last few years, the tribal endoganmy
diminished, The new political importance of Khasi Hills had
led to better developed communications and consequent boost
of the economy, the influx of outsiders into Kbasi-Jaintia Hills
and great mobility whichlled to increase in the number of inter-
 tribal marriages and marriages vith non-Khasi and Jaintia,
Marriages took place between Khasi~Jaintia and people such aé
Négas anci Mizos and among the non-irib’als such ;13 Biharis;

Bengaleese and Nepalese. In spite of all these changes the women
| have kept the exogamous wnit, gn; or jaid (clan or an gvergrown'
fanily) almost in tact.

There were changes in.eerta;g wedding rituals and cus-

toms too@_Society-became more felaxe&.~

Although marriage remained 8 Sacramental tie many beliefs
and omens relating to marriage died down gradually by the end
of nineteenth centuzy, The younger generation of the twentieth
century did éct believe in them, because the& hardiy heard of
them¢-The Cuétom of offering betel leaf and nut, around which
the éniiregxnaé;.Ja1nt1a culture revolved, was retained by all
orthodox Khasié‘and Jaintias and by large majority of Christiansﬁ, L;
, who'identified themgelves witb>;hé-KhasigJa1ntia society§~Mo§t §f7“
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~ of the earlier laws and ordinances that permitted and reco-
gnised remarriage of vidovs, widouwers and divorceeé.were
still in fbree, except among the Catholics. Procreation was
considered the chief end of marriage. In the earlier Khasi-
Jaintia society methods of contraception were not known,

~strength lay in numbers and it vas God's will that men should
aultiplyg Children were looked upon as the blessing,qf God,

- Family planning was not accepted. It is well known in loéal'

language: ‘'Ma ‘ A : ;
(eveiy person vho 4s bqrn has his share of a grain of rice i.e.
. God provides for every one).

. In the latter years, as before, no stigma was attached
to the barreness,,exceptviq the War area, where belief in divi—
nation for ascertaining the.cause;of'bgrrenness prevailéd.
Divination was resorted tc,.so that the cause of barrermess
| could 5e*ascertainedg It could well be the sin of the family
(daw ing) believed to have fallen on the woman, As before this
did not prevent the occﬁirence of a divorce shouid a man so
" desire, Concubiﬁgge. wé;s acc‘ep'teﬁ? by‘:the eériier Khasi-Jaintia
gsociety as a weakness‘of-human naﬁgre. Christians guided by
_the church considered it to be a 315:."' The man who kept a con-
cubine was called ka_tpza tuh. He had no economic obligations

to the womén and hef'children&
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Marriages of Christians to non<Christians posed
initial difficulties which included social adjustment and
clash of religious principles, If the 1ast Hanghter (khatduh)
got married with a Christdian boy,rshe lost her place and pfi—
viiegé in the family and another girl Qas chosen as heiress

in her place,

| The extemal appearance of Khest and Jatntia under- .
went changes in comparison to the traditional vay of 1ife. -
The wissionaries placed emphasis on the maxim of 'Cleanliness
1s next to Godliness' and taught the Khasi-Jaintia inexpensive
‘method9'6£ personal hygiene. Regular bath, keeping onese1f 
othervise clean, wearing wéshed and pressed ciothes,‘eSpé—'
cially on Church Service days (Sundays) and Some important’
functions, ‘ o | | |

iThe Khasi and Jaintia dress undervent slow but certain
change. European and égmi-European clothing beganfgradually
neglecting the indigenous costumes. The traditional dress of
meﬁ could be seen only in the annual festivals like Shad
Nopgkpem, Shad Spk Mynsiem or Weikins Dange, The traditionsl

dress of women could be seen in these dances,

_ Women showed a natural taste as regards blending of
colours in their different garmments, Most young ladies of

‘fashion wore short clothes of velvet, stocking and smart shoes
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and Jainsem (two long pieces of cloth hanging across the
éhouldér) and cloak. The dress was not only functional as
before but became stylish, Hair of most women were done up in
ﬁeét buns, and'knétted at the nape of the neck, some'urban
women trimmed their haly and wore it in short tresses., Some

- rural girls wore their heir in plaits and used no cosmeﬁics
and not even hair oil, But some urban vomen used hair oil,

féce and talcum pgwder, lipstick, perfumeszetc.

Theistylish'Kbasi and Jaintia male wore knicker-bockers
made by tailors, stockings, taildr made‘coats, neck-tiés,’
_waist'COét, 3acketé and shdes. Nealthy old men wore turbans
and gold Tings in the ear-lobes. But the bush-coat and trou-
sers made the most commonly accepted dress, perhaps because it

#as inexpensive and convenient.

Diet:

The importance of a healthy and balance diet was unknown
to Khasi and Jaintia people. They live a simple 1ife. Eggs ‘and
fowls were earlier used entirely for the purpose of divination
and saerifices, but now came to be'eaten on a larger Scale than
vefore., Milk was considered as a taboo, so milk was not consi-
dered. as ‘a food-item. It was only when the missionaries taught
the people to use milk thenfpéople started using it. Yet in
many places, especially in the interior villages people did not
take milk as a beverage or with tea, Either it was not avallable
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or 1tfﬁaS'too expensive,'driit vas avoided on the ground that
it was an animal secretion.:The staple food of the Khasis and
Jaintia remained the same; fhe daily meal of the agverage per-
son consisted of cold boiled rice, chillies, and dry tuberous
‘root called iyllaps. In the villages they hardly took: tea,
They ate SumthGBS meals and only drank vater in between.'niee
cakes prepared in two' or three vays, fruits of the jungles,
berries and wild roots and commop vegetables such as squash

or gourds,.potatoés and sweet potatoes and bananas are eaten
commonly, Dry fish, boiled beef, pork and chicken are consi-
dered luxuries, David Scott iptroduced the potatoes to the
Khasis, Italian wissionaries 1ntroduced many nevw vegetables in
Shillong, explained the importance of tending vegetables care-
fully using marmure viz, cauliflower, cabbage, a,variety of
beans, tomatoes, brinjals, capsicums and fruits such as pine-

-aﬁplés, plums and peaches, Wow these are very familiar.

Now, tea has bécome-g popﬁlar drink, Most urbanites.
took tea with sugar and milk. In the interior area, tea 1s
taken without adding sugar and wilk by most of the families
except a few who are rich and proé_res.s_ive. Coffee i3 taken
by veiy fow familieg 1living in and around Shillong and Jowai,

Meals were_ﬁorma11y<eaten with fingersg wéll.to-dd,
educated families began the use of cutlery and crockery. Spoons

made of metal were commonly used, In addition to earthen vessels



126

and bamboo’ and gourd containers used _eérlier to store water
and grain, vessels made of ‘aluminium, copper and brass vere

used, Glass and metal containers vere used for drinking_watef.

Drinking still forms very mich a part of the life of
every Khasi and Jaintia despite the fact that Christianity
preaches temperance. Indeed many Khasi-Jaintias following dif-
 ferent religions are habitual drinkers.

The Pnars, mostly those who are not -Christians areviﬁ'
a habit of drinking considerable quantities of spirit either
diétiiled from rice or millet or rice beer which 1s of two
varieties - (1) ldad lyndem, and (11) kiad harak. Both of
thegse are made from rice and in 'some places from mdllet'and
the-rbot-ofra.plant'called‘ﬁ_ﬁganigng; K;ag_linggm,is made by
boiling~rice or millet, It is then takes out and spiead’over
a'mat; énd, vhen it éools fragments of yeast (u khawiang) are
sprinkled qﬁer 1t, Afger this‘is placed in a basket, éovered'
tightly with a cloth so as to be air-tight and it is alloved
to reméin in‘this.condition for a couple of days, during which
tinme 1iquor haé ooéed,out into‘the bowl;,nice-beer.is a neces-
sary articlefparticulériy for all Pnar reiigious céremonies

of importance, it being the custom for the officiating priest
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to pour out 11batioﬁs of liqucf'from'a hollovw gourd (Mazumdar
and Dattar Ray, 198k: 51). with the coming of the British, and
other outsiders, scphisticated‘drinks common to the westerners

vere introduced.

Shild-birth

In early days, old and eXperienced women from the neigh-
bourhood attended delivery cases. This was the case even now
in the interior, for few Tural f‘amilies could afford other
medical facilities, Dispensaries and hospitsls were located -
'orily in few places only in twons like Shillong and Jowai such
facilities had been provided. In most of the cases women who go
for child birth in the _hosp_itals the placentas was not preserved

“for the naming ceremony as before,

,Re

‘ Although dr:lnld.ng was f'orbidden and temperance was prea=-
ched by Christianity, many Khasis and J’aintias as noted earlier
were habitual drinkers. The vast number of distilleries ‘and
. facilities with vhich liquor could be obtained were a constant
_.source of temptation to the Qn’istians as well |

A1l people.con’demned gambling‘.' To earn money by gembling
13 a sin, Despite this, gambling is very popular among the |,
Khasi and Jaﬁntié. A4S a rule, women do not gamble. Tambola .
'(_‘hoixsie) is popular in clubs., Horse racing was popular in .
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Shillong but it was Stopped tehvyears.ago.'Teerkheia’(butting
an'a;chery, the game of thethasi) was also popular in
'Shillong but it led to an acute lazw and order prdblem and
‘though was banned a few years ago. On market days, men relaxed
in this fashion, Archery still remains the game of the Khasis

in some areas,

Hunting was-one of'fhe main activities in Khasi and -
Jaintia'ﬂills,'But most-of the snimals were exhausted and the
det"éiso»enforcéd‘law to. prohibit killing of animals, Now it
13 no longer remains a Sport or an occupation, In the inter<
ior;'the poorer sections still use earlier weapons. The well-
'tb;do fami1y use guns and pistbls;*Fiéhing_remains popular
‘but ﬁOre'as a sport than as éApastime. The common way was to
poisdn streams by using a plént that. stupefied fish, Trap nets
and fishing baskets are also used.

- Many other western games Vviz. football, cricket and -
hockey became popular..In the interior'ring-tenn1§<and‘skip-
ping are alsSo played by girls. Among indoor geames, carrom is
the most popular game,

Coék fighting became a géme=of the past, Bull fight is
st11l prevalent. In Jaintla Hills bull fight 1s conducted once
a year. But now it is dying out.
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Sunce villagers have 1ittle time for leisure, other
recreations are fevw in rural areas, The touring cinema (con-
ducted by Block Development Officer) is liked immensely, The
first film was Shown in the Kbasi Hills in the year 1913 A.D,
Shillong has now Seven c¢inema houses end both Hindi and
English films are liked, In Jowai there is only one cinema
hali,.The drama has also now become a cultural force. In the
Khasi Hills, around 1925 4,D, staging of western play became
an ammual feature? New theatre forms have been adopted from
Bengali and western dramas! A popular Khasi drama is on thé
life of U Tirot 3ingh, a Khasi patriot, and U Kiang Nongbah,
a Jaintia patriot, are played frequently by the people of
Shillong, Jowal and in many villages.

Mnaisﬁ.gansa_ang_ézﬁz

The people of Khasi and Jaintia Hills love music iomen-
sely. The missionaries made a great impact in the sphere of
‘music. Western education and civilisation which casme with the
missionaries for the past century, shaped the Khasi and Jaintia
musical tastes, especially among the Christians., As a conse-
quence, musical compositions of the post-missionary period
leaned towaids,a vestern mode not only in form and melody but
in harmony and counterpart as well, It came to stay as a popu-
lar school of music,-Mjisic came to be taught and assimilated
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mainly through the hymns sung in churches, For this, the
missionaries produced translations of western hymms in Khgsi
and added notations., Young and old alike sang these hymns in
unisen in the church, without a single false note., Barlier,
Khgsi songs had a melancholy air.'Later, themes of love, devo-
tion énd Joy vere also adopted and this was the influence of
vestern, In the 1as§.century, the Welsh Mission imparted regu-
lar training in singing on Solfa notations while the Don Bosco
later produced a.good number of musician and pipers to play
on gtaff notations,;ln view of the growing popu1ar1ty of ves-
tern songs and musical, arts among the Khgsi and Jaintia and
tribal peéple fear is expressed by many that the original songs
and music may disappear, Thethasi and Jaintia, like most
tribals are giftéd singers‘and quick in picking up melodies.

The Khasi and Jaintia had no 80lo dancing, their dances
- were community dances and most of these were religious. Owing
to the influence of western culture, all room dancing became

pépular among modern youth,

There was no particular liking for seulpture and paint-
ing by the Khasi and Jaintia people..







131

4 CEAPTER - VI
SCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGES_IN BAPUNG

Sgnificant changes are percéptible in the social
aspects in the areas of family roles and status, decision
making, family structure and.community leadership and manage-
ment, SubsiStence economy is replaced by surplus ecoﬂomy.
Occupations have changed, Produces which were of only food
value in the traditional'eCOnomy.have acquired commercial
value. Consumerism is taking its firm roots. Erosion of values
is evidenced by the increase in crime rates and éecrease in

religious activities,

In Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Christianity and education
were the two important forces of social change. I have already

discussed this issue at length in Chapter - V. These two

’,

forces have brought about some changes in Bapung and Byndi&ééif
Christianity is found in both villages more or>1ess to the
same -extent. dince it is a common factor it can be ulred out

‘as a major cause for bringing about change in Bapune.

Schools weré openéd gven in remote areas Qf Meghalaya
with the advent of Christianity, In éépung there are fwo Lover
Primary and tuo Middle English Schools. One primary and middle
schopls.eacb vere started by the Welsh miésion, the other
primary school was started by the state govermment and the
middle sehool was gtarted by the villagers themselves,

P



Table No, 1: Bapung

[}

‘Year {Total number of | Total number of ! Total number {Total number! Total mumber of

Istudents at L,P. ! students in M.E, | of students [!of students ' students at

jdohool, "} dehool ;{inBlgh |
{6irls | Boys | G#rls 3; Boys | Girls ! Boys iGirls (Boys | Girls | Boys
1980 8 N 3 2 - - - - e e
1981 6 2 s 2 - - - - - 1
1982 3 & 2 3 1 - - - -
1983 b 2 3 2 2 1 1 - - -
1984 8 3 4 2 3 2 3 2 1 -
1985 12 8 2 1 2 1 2 11 1
Total 23 18 12 8 6 3 2 2

Source: School records and author's census,

2tt
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According toxthe 1975 Census, there were 12 literates
(1.6%). There are 138 (11%) iiterates according to my census
conducted in June, 1985, The villsge has produced only two
graduates so far who are residing in Shillong. 8 girls and
L bogs had paséed matric examination between 1980-85. There are
more girls studying in schools than boys (approximately the
-ratio is 5:1 respectively). In ﬁy«interviews majority of the
boys in'the age-group of 10-15 years expressed their wish to
work independently in coal mines or to take up independent

business,

&n important change is teking place in family and kin-
ship, I shall first discuss the various dimensions of this
institﬁtion. The changes are significant 1hvBapﬁng'whefeas.1t-
15 absent or insignificant in Byndihati. Some of the basic
aspects of matriliny like inheritance and descent through the

female 1ihe are still maintained by the peoﬁle. '

al (n family structure: |
The traditional family structure consisting of mother

and her offsprings (minor and major; married and unﬁarried)

is disintegraﬁing. In the traditiohal‘se; the.harried daugh-

ters with fheir of fsprings continued to depend on mother as

the only sourée o( 1neame~éas agriculturé. Thé sisters used to

establish their 1ndep9ndent households one by one with the3he1p
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‘of mother and youngest sister. Now this gap has been reduced
because of the new economic opportunities There are 60 (63%)
Joint and 35 (37%) Tuclear families in Byndihati. This ratio
is also prevalent 1n other Jaintia villages vhere agriculture
is the primary source of 11velihood. There are 148 nuclear
(71%) and €0 joint families (29%) in Bapung. This disintegra-
tion has tahen place during the 1la3t ten years., The average
size of joint families is 9 at Byndihati and 8 at Bapung; the
gize of nuclear families is b and 5.2 réspectively. This trend
| cleariy shows thatlthere is some relationship between commer-

cial exbloitation of coal and family type.

thnss_;n.gn&hgxi_x:

, - Voman 1is the owner of property, bearer of children,
_sustainer of the family members and manager of the affairs of
the family. Both married and unmarried daughters and sons have
to remain faithful to her, Husbands of daughters visit at
nights. They dovnot have any responsibility or authority in
;the_family.»Sons and brothers also help the mother or sisters
respectively in the management of the household pfopérty. A
man 1S a worker in his mother's or sister's paddy fields and
" farms. A nev ferm of relationship is emerging now since the
formation of neolocal households. Here, man and woman are

equal partners,
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- Those Pnars who have come to work in the mines have
also broken their traditional custom, Pnar women left their
mothers and come.tbﬁBébuﬁé‘éfeé with theif husbands and chil-
dren. I could not estimate their number since they are scat-

tered all over the mining area. But their number appears to be

quite substantial.

In the traditional Pnar family the division of labour
of males and females are clearly defined. Domestic serviées
are done by women. Men are responsible for provision of security,
clearing the forest for jhum cultivation, ploughing the paddy
fieldé, hunting, building the house etc. Women also assist
in farm work. Boys have to rear the cattle. The division of
labour between the sexes is slowly fading, Now men and women
share equal freedom in relation to work and it is usually based
on the circumstances. Rich families in Bapung employ maid ser-
vants to do houséhqld chores.like cooking, cleaming the ..
utensils, carrying water, cleaning the houses ete. Thé women

are just“housewiveS“ or participants in the new business,

Individualism is growing in the family. In many families
brothers and sisters do not know each other's economic enter-

pi‘ises .
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¥ixed Marriages:

My survey shows that mixed marriages between Pnar girls
and’ cutside men are on the 1ncrease in Bapung since the coal-
mining operation started in Bapung area. There are no mized
marriages in Byndihati.

~The first ﬁiied marriage between a Pnar girl and a
Bengall ocgurred’in'1979.ASinée then:such“marriéges are increa-
sing every year. The role of the husband is not so significant
in the Pnar family. So, the local people di not give much
importance to the incident, But when a Nepali businessman
married a Pnar girl and started his business in Bapung in 1981
many local men disliked this union. The business is carried
out in the wife's name by the Nepali. At present, he is one of
the richest businessmen of the village. 3everal marriages

between lsbourers also took place in the recent years (Table 2).

£ Bavuna

1 1

. 1 1

2 1 3

1982 2 2 - 1 5
1983 3 3 1 2 9
1984 3 3 2 2 10
1985 3 3 2 3 1
Total 13 1 5 8 140
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' Coal'maniﬁé brought about many éhanges'in'the‘econohic
activities of the people. The land, coal mines and forest
wgeibngs to the local pecple. Land transactions between ?nars
bwere very few about ten years ago., Paddy fields which are
highly. valued by the people are very rarely sold, The dry land
in the hills had no commercial value except for the trees. But
i£ takes about 25 to 30 years to grow a forest, The yleld from
the forest is also less, An acre of pine forest hardly fetches
about Rs. 10,000 (i,e. in a pefiod of 30 years), Realization
of the commercial exploitation of coal has cdmpletely.changedf
the attitude of the people towards dry land. Uncultivated
barren lands belong tq the community. Any member of the vil-

.. lage can approach the village headman for permission to use

the dry land. In the olden days it was used for shifting cul-
tivation.and the plot of land went back to the community,
Again somebody elséior‘the'same peréon would claim the Same
'plot of 1énd after'a gap of 5 years or more for shifting cul-
vtivation. .The principle of dry land use was based on sharing

the resources of nature and the community.

| 3ince coal mining started preople rushed to claim dry
land a;l over the village, The lands viere fenced by them or

stones were put to demarcate the boundaries, Now the people
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are claiming the dry land for a different use., The lands are
not returned to the community because mining is a iong term
sctivity, Since everybody is interested in coal mining the
traditional system simply broke down. In the process, some
families. claimed more land than other families, According to
my observation, about 15 mailies own majority of dry land in
Bapung. Since dry lands are not measured by the people, it is
very difficult to estimate the amount of land owned by each
femily. They would just show a hillock and say that part of it
belongs to them, Paddy fields ére measured in terms of yield,
But this method cannot be applied to dry land because the
yield of coal is not known.

Lands are also acquired by outside people on lease, At
present the rate of lease or purchase of one acre of dry land
is about Rs. 20,000/- in Bapung and Rs, 1,000/~ in Byndihati.
One acre of forest land costs about Rs, 10,000/- in Byndihati,
The cost of one acre of paddy field in any part of Jaintia Hills
varies from Rs. 50,000 to Hs. 80,000/-. Co@}ingent expendi tures
on health or death of a working member of the family comples
2 mah or woman to seel land, Another motivating factor to sell
or lease land'is desire to acquired cash wealth without much
effort, Mining is a ney activity uhich has to be learnt. Those
who do not wish to learn it simply gave their land oh lease

to outsiders,
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- Another important change which has taken place in the
process is that of owpership of dry lands by men, Women did
not take as much interest as men in claiming dry community
land,.As'é result, men became owners of property; Since this
is a self-acquiréd vealth, aéccrding(fo Pnar customary law,
man can fake independent decisions to manage his own affairs,
After his death the property goes to the female children,

Male children can enjoy the wealth and start their own business
during the 1ife time of the father, '

A vast majority of the people in Bapung have given up
agricultural activities, In the traditional system, agricultu-
ral works by Hg langowhers_were carried out on the basis of
labour exchange., But now the exchange system has completely
disappeared in Bapung, It 1s Sti1l in operation in Byndihati.
I made a random selection of 30 households to find out the
change of oécupétion from agriculture to coal mining, I fpuﬁd
that agriculture vas completely given up by 25 families, The
other 5 famiiies cultivate the lands with the help of hired |
1abcurérs_fram.distant villaées,:oﬁé féasoﬁ for giving up agri-
culture is the high cost of labour.‘Another reason 1s-that
sinece the people now have mére‘money they can buy fice and

other foods from the market at any time,
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Some coal miners have economic transactions with
' Marwaris residing in Jowai and Shillong. The Marwaris lend
money to Pnar businessmen and charge interest at the rate of

25 to 30%.

Coal mining industry is in its infancy. None of the
coal miners had substantial amount of deposits in banks, I
- verified this from the co-operative bank at Khliehriat. I was
informed that they invested thelr profit in buying more land
and for wining céal; About 12 mine owners have at least one
© truck each and some of them have upto 6 trucks, In sll about
30 trucks are owned by the people of Bapung,

It is observed that pebple are becoming conscious of
‘their economic class these days. Rich people have more contact
" with each other irreSpective of their clan affiliation. The

poor people who work in the mines are looked down upon by the

f;yvrich.people.

’Minihg>0peraticn in Bapung create& a number of new
:oécupations,for'the people. The'gafnings from these occupaﬁions
'ére much highér than the earnings from agriculture, One crop
lbf'paddy is grown in Jaintia Hills mainly due to ecological
and climatic conditions. So, the people are not fﬁlly engaged
in productive labour for sbout six months in a year. Baskets,
‘agricultural and other implements were made duriné the off
- season, High wages are paid by the coal miners. So, both men




1%

and women of Bapung started working in coal mines. Men took up
jobs such as drivers, managers and supervisors of coal mines,
and manual labourers. Women started new shops (tea, grocery,

vegetables etc,) to meet the needs of influx population. 

Most of the shops are set up on the road side, There are
about 12 tea shops on the road side in Bapung. These are mahaged
"by woﬁén. The average income in a tea shop 1s about 'Rs, 100/-

péf day. The net pfofit is about Rs. 50/~ per day.

The prices of all commodities are very high in the mining.

area. Peopie have started to realise the économic value of

local commodities which had only food value in the traditional
set up. Vegefableé, fouls, eges, weré_of 11ttle commercial value
;nﬁthe viilage. But .- now all these'goods are in great demgnd. Any
' cdmﬁodity can be sold by sitting near the road side for a few
hours, Men, wpﬁen and children are engeged in growing fruits,
. vegetables eté. with the intention of sale rather than consump-
tion, | '

, It 19 found from my bousehold survey that about 65% of
the population (above 15 years of age) are primarily engaged. 1n
‘coal mining either as owners or labourers and about 25% of the
population 13 involved in agriculture and other subsidiary occu-
_pations. Hardly 10% of the population is primarily dependent

on agriculture..
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‘The main purpose bf,wbrkithih'néw areas is for money
to cater to new needs. People prefer modern smenities like
modern héuses, vechicles and luxurious foods and clothing.
The lové for ebnsumer goods like radio, tape reecorder, T.V.,

video ete, have also increased,

The difference between an:aéricultura1°family and a coal
mining family can also be noticed in dress, food habits and
their behaviour. The rich people wear footuwear, good clothes
‘and women wear ornaments. They buy expensive foods from markets,
Men from the rich families drink costly alcoholic beverages
purchased from Jowai or Shillong whereas the agricultural fami-
iiesAmen drink locally made alcoholic beverages., Some changes
éan also. be observed in the behavioural pattern of the business
people. | o o
' Another significant change is found in the social life
'§fﬂtﬁé peOple.’Diéputes vere 1ess about ten years ago. The vil-
Mlége‘elders ahd the headman used to resolve any dispute within
the viilage. In the recent years the disputes have increased.
especially due to coal mining activity, Boundary dispute is
the most common one between the villagers, Drinking and gambling
by young men is also responsible for more disputes, Disputes
éometiges lead to murder, Money played an important role in
making.the-trggiﬁionai leadership ineffective, It is said thét
anybody can be bribed these dayS.
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- The peaceful 1life of Bapung was disturbed by the mining
industry. There is a steady increase in crime rate during the
last ten years;, Murder, dacoity, robbery, theft, bufgléry,
rape etc. are quite cowmon now. This is a new phenomenon in a
tribal society. Earlier a murderer would be deported from the
§illage. But nov he evades arrest by the police and does not
care for the village elders. The elders suggested that the tri-
bals have learnt all the anti-soeial actiyttiesxfrom“the non-
tribals, Majority of the crimes such as mrder and rape are hot
reported to the police, Hence 1t 1s Very difficult to get the

statistics on these matters,

A Bihari labourer was killed and his body vas thrown
into a bush on 12th Jﬁne 1985, He had come to Bapung with his
wife to work in the coal mines a few months ago., The wife told
mertﬁat some local youths might have killed her husband after
petty quarrels, This.case.was not reported to the police.

Another murder took place on 21st June, 1985, A Pnar -
woman who vas managing her own coal mine was killed by her
labourers 15 the mining area. She had gone there to pay the
wages of her labourérs,’Thezlabourers took all her money and

fled the place immediately.

Many cases of murder and rape were reporﬁed to me but
I could not establish the authenticity of the reports as my

stay was brief and my rapport wvith the people was not so close.
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I also observed certain changes in the language and éom-
munication, Since the influx of outsiders who generally speak
Hindi, Bengali or Assamese, a large number of local people have
picked up these languages, Hindi is the most popular medium of
communication between local entrepreneurs and migrant labourers.
For example, local people have picked up words like kitng and
kaha even vhen they are talking to each other. The Hindi movies

and songs are also very popular in the area,

Certain changes have also taken place in religious acti-
vities and values of 1ife. In Byndihatl, if anyone dies all the
villagers cancel their work, irrespective of their religion, and
participate in the burial ceremony. They share certain common
values., The situation is quite different in Bapung. In case of
death, the participants in death cere&ony are close relatives
and friends. People are too-busy in their econémic pursuits, If
they do not attend the mines the whole work will be suspended
and‘the customer from the plains will be displeased, The indivi-
dual in Bapung is Qaught in @pe‘web of complex economic relation-
ships. The Christians of Bapung genefélly»wérk on Sundays. This

i3 also a new development which has taken place recently.

A 'In the preceding paragraphs I have given a general account
of the change vhich is still taking place in Bapung. I eould not
observe any such change in Byndihati village. I could not give
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much quantified data to demonstrate the magnitude of change
because of my'brief stay in Bapung and the problem establishing
rapport in 2 short period, eSpecially'when the people are very
suspiclous of the state»government. They do not want any inter-
ference from the state ih their mining actiﬁities. At the time -
of writing this report the issue of nationalising the coal
mines of Meghalaya is being discussed in Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly. |

Case Studies: |

In our study of uman behaviour, we strive to obtain a
fundamentally real and enlightened record of personal experien-
ces which would reveal ih concrete detall a man's inner stri-
vings, tensions, motivations that drive him to action, the bar-
riers that frustrate him or challenge him, the forces that
direct him to adopt a certain pattern of behaviour and to live
 according to a certain scheme and philosophy of 1ife, only
some of man‘s’experiences that ean be learned by observing him
in action., To understand his behaviour fully and intimately he
must supply a detailed and penetrating account of what he does
and has done, what he expects to do, and says he ought to do.
A fairly exhaustive study of a person or group is called a life
or case history. A comprehensive study of soclal unit - be that
ﬁunit a person, a group, a social 1nst1tution, a district, or a

community is called a case study.
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Case =_1:

Mr, P, 2€ years of age at the time of study is a tall
stately appearing person; morally alert, frank in manner,
pleasing personality; has considerable poise; speaks with
some insight into his gituation, He displays traits generally
found among other members of his group. He speaks English
fluently. His case 1llustrates the difficulties involved in
" an agricultural society to acquife wealth. He had to go to
Bapung for more wealth in the form of‘aéricultural land and

coal mines,’

"I was born at Byndihati village. My mother says that
my birth day is on the new year day, I spent my childhood in
~ the viilage, My mother sent me to Lower Primary School in the
village. Later on 9h9 sent me to Jowal., My early childhood was
in the village of_Bﬁnﬁihati,_my boyhood was spent in Jowai
town, I do not remember much_about-my first few years of life,
except that ve were alvays poor, toiling day and night, My
1fathei could not make a living, My father vas a farmer. I
rememper’that wherever we went people looked at us queerly.

My father had a bushy beard, mother wore a shawl on her head.

At the age of fifteen I went to work in:the paddy fields
during my winter holidays, I earné&.five rupees ‘a day. I col-
lected this 1ittle amount of money for my;schooling. I bought
exercise'books and other stationery required in the school,
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.  Tﬂus, 1 completed my schooling in hardship, I undervent
many difficulties;_I,took a new life vhen I sold my trees to
the contractors who ceme at Byndihati, The timbers had been cut
down for sale, Now it is for the first time I could see a huge
amount of money, At first I was tempted to misuse the money, I
was thinking of spending it for drinks and other enJoyménts. But
vhen I realised that ¥ am at the wrong track I invested the

'money by buying coal mine at Bapung. From this investment I

became better in the family, I bought one truck and built a

‘modern house, Nov I am in a better position, Poor people in the

‘village come to ask for help, some of the extremely poor fami-

lies were aided by me, For I knew the difficulties the poor

- people faced, as I had expefience'as‘a poor man in the village.

But the fate gave me the chance to be in a better position.

I am a bachelor, I want to look after my parents. My

two sisters got married but left the family, They live with

their husbands, My father and mother were very sorry to see
the negligence by my sisters. They left my father and mother
at their old age at home, without any care, theyeried for help,

Thus I decided to stay at home and look after them,"

Case_=_2;

Mr, AB is one of the entlusiastic coal mine owners and
managers in Bapung in 1985, He is the eldegt in the family, His
present age is 28 years., In his family there are five boys .and
three girls, His father sent him for schooling at Jowai, After
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Matric he dropped the studies. He applied for a job. He got a

Job at P.,W,D, The P.W.D. Department sent him as a Maharal for

Bapung and Lad Rymbai road. While working as a Maharal he saw

the Qorkers of P,W.D, master roll who“have_some business with

tﬁe coai of Bépung.'They bought the coal at a very low rate of
25 p. pér.kg. vhere they stock at the road side and sell it to
the truck drivers who go to Gauhatl,

There was an old woman who has no children, 1iving alone.
She has a coal mine, but she could not dig the coal out because
she hed no capital to work it out, Thus, with good unders tand-
'1ng she gave to Mr., 4B to work it out and get a share out of 1t,
The business to work in the coal mine started since that time
only. | | |

The money received from selling the coal was shared
between an old woman and Mr..AB. Frbm the money he'earnéd and
éalar& from P.W.D. he bought a coal mine of his own. From this
coal mine he earned'enough-money‘to huy'S'other coal mines, He
bought dﬁe coal mine each for his sisters and brothe:s.lﬁé '
bought this so that they can earn moriey at the latter stage of
thetr 11vés, | - ' - | |

- -He bought tuo trucks to carry the coal from the jungle

tp'the road side, What did he do with the money he received
from selling‘coal? I was informed that vwhen he got money, the
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first thing he did was to construct a house. He bought chairs
and other furnitures to bsautify the room,

In the yeér i983 hé'got marfied with one girl frcm‘
neighbouring village, He made up his mind not to marry a girl
from Bapung for he knows all their family background. Most of
the girls from the rich families are proud and thus he was
~ afraid to get married with such girls. Mr, AB has one child,
The village of his wife ié far and thus he had to go each day
to her house by truck which was really a great hindrance to
his business. In the last é months he brought his wife and
child to his mother's house. A separate bed room is given to
’him and his wife. But for food and other essential things he:
depends on mother. There are many young me who brought their
wives to 11ve with then.

Mr, 4B is one of'the local youth leaders. Whenever there
4s . any disputes with people from outside his decision is |
honoured by the peOple.

Cér.' - x. A
| Mr. 8. 1s an old and experienced business man, His age
‘is 65 years. He belongs to Nepali commmity. He left Nepal at
the age of 20 years. He did some business at Shillong. He knew
the wealth'hidden;in Bapung. But he found it difficultfto enter
the. village. He managed to enter the village only through
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marriage vith Miss P, wvhom he met regularly at Shillong, Miss P
_marfied ﬁr, 3 with an inteﬁti§n to acquire ﬁealth; he knew
that he vas a rich business man, He was too senior for her age
in the marriage, Through this marriage with Miss P he could buy
coal mines and land .4n her name, Mrs. P, lets her néme, the real
work}is managed'by;her fmasband. A1l the deeisions are made by
him, The days of hardship in the 1ife of Mrs. P has turned to a
comfortable 1ife since the time she married. Mr, 3, Her main
activity now is the household activity. She cooks food and
lodks'after the childrén, They‘have-fdur children, A1l are
using’féthqr'é surname;:ﬁr, S is a shrewd business man. He
‘employed m@st’Of the labours who belong to his community. At -
certain times there were even conflicts with the villagers, His
warkers are so vwell armed that the Villagers are scared to fight
“against them, The police force was invited to take up the matter
several times, Thus many of 'his labourers have been removed from
,the village. Being a rich man the people are afraid that he may
4Ause“fqrce~agalnst them. He constructed a tig concrete building.
Aihe hoﬁse 13 Gell fénéed -He-has tuo cars, one jeep and six
. trucks In his house there is video. The neighbouring families

cone to see V1deo.

Mr., 3 arrange;d the marriage for his daughters with his
own people, He kne§ that.oniy'through ﬂarriage hé cdu1d'get the
:ightp_in the coal mining area of Bapung, Such cases have come
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up in Bapung, 4n outsider wants to marry a Bapung gir1 for the
sake of wealth 6r for opening business in the area., According
to the local customs daughters born to a local woman belong to
the local community. So, the daughters of Mr. S and Mrs, P are
entitled to own prpperty in Bapung. Since their husbands are
Nepalis, Mr, S still controls tbe business through the help of
nis sons-in-law. | | ‘ |

Case = h:
| Mr, H, a resident‘of Byndihati, is 50 years, He has four
children, three boysAapd one girl, At their very childhood he
wanted to train them for'agricultural activity, The story of
this family i1s as follows:

"I am old now, I cannot go to see oy wet paddy fields;
When I was Ybung I spent half of my life in cﬁltivation. EBarly
in the morning my mind is occupied how to cultivate for that
particular day, I want to go early in the morning. My eldest
son vas trained to follow my example., My wife packed ail the
essential things required for the day to work at the paddy
fieldé; Thﬁs'the vhole day isASpent’in,the‘paddy field, Injthe
evening I come back to my home, From one season to another I
am busy in my paddy field. During the winter season I prepared
the land f9r sowing, During the sowing period I was extremely
busy, it is one of the hardest season. After a few momths I

will be busy in weeding, I am very busy during the harwest season,
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After harvest season I rest for a vhile and then I get ready |
'to prepare the land for cU1tivation. My life time is moving
like this ffom season to another. But now 1t is a great sur-
prise to see the decline of traditiopal economy..My sons are
no ionger 1nterestéd to work in pa&dy field, They are more
interested to do business in markets and to do some contract

work n

The family of B is one of the families which abandoned
the agriculture work, They sold their trees in the form of

timber and invested the money in other business. -

But:as it appears teoday, Vvast majority of people in
Ewndihati'still practice agriculture. The only source of each
money to the people is forest. But onquthe tree 1s cut, it '
takeS'about 20 to 25 yéars to grov another fbrest, Thus'the
people-face'a lot of problems‘when the forest is cut for time
bers. 30, Some people who live in the village have to search

for another economic activity from which they can get money.

Thé blggest moneyblenden of Bapung village i1s illite-
rate and 4s around 55 years old, Sﬂnce he had no sister his
mqtherls land was inherited by his mother?s.youngest sister.
After his mother's death he stayed for two years in the
youngest aﬁnt's ‘h'tmse‘ (Ka Ting Seng) and vorked on the lineage
paddy fields. At that time he was a boy of around 1415 years,
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He then moved out to another village in quest of fortune, He
vorked in a liquor shop for 6 - 7 years and éccumulated a
1ittle savings and came back to the village., He lent his
savings within the village and for two years he worked sas
household labourer during the ploughing season in exchange of
free food, clothing ete. He accumulated some more savings

both in cash snd kind (paddy) and lent them out. In the third
y;ér hé boughf a plot of land and cultivsted it himself.
Around this time he got married but within a year lost his
wife in child-birth, He did not remarry immediately, With con-
sumptlon expenditure reaming more or less constant the volume
of loanable funds kept oh 1ncreasihg from year to year with a
rise in income, According to reports he never took the mort-
gaged land in default of repayment of loan, But whenever the
debtor vas not able to redeem the debt he got the opportunity
to buy it off on favourable terms. Slowly he came to own more
land than he could cultivate himself. First he employed one
labourer and then the néxt year another labourer for the full
ploughing season, making a team of three plough men together
cultivating paddi, maiée ete,  His income_éfomueredif activi-
ties kept on-increas%yg and he kept on buying. paddy. fields

and dry landSQ‘ThQ‘i;hd vhich he could not cultivate was‘given
on reﬁt,rnentiné;éut of land naturally deereased his net returns
from land. This led him to buy cattle and rent them out at the
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rate of Rs. 3/- per month per cow. This, however, does not
imply that he completely stopped lending against land mort-
gage or stopped buylng paddy fields. He actually preferred
investing in land because returns from rented out land were
higher than the returns from cattle. Moreover, (a) he under-
stood land transactions better, and (b) he szpected the land
value to rise while that of the stock of cattle to fall due
to 01d age ard their ultimate death,

The factors which made him a rich man in the ﬁillage
are good health and hard work., Stable consumption level des-
pite rising income and small family size (2) with him, per-
haps thrift is simply a habit, almost a reflex whose origin
he does not himself know.‘ﬂe keeps increasing the sigze pr the
cake vithout eating it. Is the increase in the Stock socistal
wealth or is 1t at the éxpense of gomeone else in the society?
We know that 1land deal is merely a transfer item. So that we
can stréight-away state that increase in his land ownership is
at the expense of some else in the soclety, all other things |
remaing constant., Hovever, if we agsure that he is a more hard
working man than the previous 6wner, the transfer of land would
proVe.to be mbre beneficial to the society because the éggre-'
gate output, to that extént there 1s a net increase in thé s;ze
of the cake, Thus 'pet investment' remaining constant, if land
1s transferred from a lazy man to a hard working man the
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;'aggregate societal output ’cends to rise, Labour tbus t-urns
into capital. In the conVentional estimates of capital resour-
ces of capital formation in underdeveloped countries. The

| results of the expenditure of time, effort and money in the
creation, extension, improvement and upkeep of" agricultural
holding are oft,en disregarded,
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CHAPTER - VII
NCLUSIONS
I.41d not start this study vith any specific hypothesis
to be‘teptid. My main aim was primarily to examine the situa-
tions b change which are taking place in two villages Bapung
and Byndihati because of certain economic activities which are
well known trday'as coal mining (Khieh Mooiong) and timber
lumbering. The new economy has changed the mode of 1ife to some

extent, My design to the study the implications are stated in
‘the following question.

What‘are the implications of commercial exploitation of
'tiﬁber and coai\onﬂibe general economy and the traditionsl socio-
cultural institutions in two villages, vizgixBapung and Byndi-
hati? 1 | L

We can say that tﬁere is a change in the entire economic -
activity of the people in the coal miniug area, The inhabitants
of Bapung haveﬁmoved from agriculture to‘coal mining, Multipli-
city of occupations and occupational mobility are two other
features. When in a village a farmer becomes a truck driver it
should be considered as a case of occupational mobility., Such
cases are rare in villages but very frequent in urban areaS. AS
it appears today there is a tiemeudous change taking blace in
the whole mining area. The population 1s iucreasing in the
mining area. People have come from different parts of the region

. \
L :
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and the country to work in the area. Some are locals and

‘others are Nepalese and Bengalese, Most of the labourers stay

temporarily in the mining area. They move from place to place.
There is no fixed Place wbere they vork. The local people
(Pnars) of neighbouring villages come to vork in the mines
during the agricultural offbseason.‘

__nngmis___aassat

My economic change I mean a change in economic roles and
relations, Bath Bapung and Byndihati have undergone considera-
ble eéonomic deveiopment during the last 15 years, that is to
say in both villages the output of goods and serviceé has

increased considerably with the same or greater labour input.

’Both villages have changed from subsistence to cash economies.

But the resultant economic changes were quite different in

Bapung and Byndihati. Byndihati economy has remained wholly agri-
cultural, vhile Bapung has a diverSified economy. Diversifica-

‘tion of economy in Bapung led to its integration into regional

'economy. People of Bapung took up employments such as contrac-

tors, msnagers of coal mines, drivers., They participate in new
trades and commerce, The mining activity has been diverted for
commercial purposes. Individuals act in their self-interest as

they perceive 1t and are usually unconscious of the soclal rela-

tions which affect their behaviour. The employement of men in

the new egondmy has increased. The economic Tole of women has
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also changed, The women of those well-to~do families in Bapung
do household activities, The earning is mainly done by men and(
the household activities are done by women, But in the poor
fémilies.women are also involved in mény other activities to

earn their livelihood.

The economic rsié of wives has changed since the advent
‘ ofléoai’mining‘ Men in Bapung devoted all their time in coal
mindng. It became a matter of prestige for a husband to relieve
his wife of the duties of helping in cultivating the land, The
.pép@létion in the area has increased by a large number of immi-
" grants, This 1nf1ux7coincided'with and was made possible by the
'cpﬁing Qf‘the outsiders to work in the mines.'Fbrmaliy land was

‘fd:fpractical purposes the only source of wealth, The coal
"mining“cﬁened a new source of wealth, which the local people
 'as 'well as the immigrants started to exploit. At one time there
hﬁgéf have been two distinet:sécioéeCOnomic categories: the old
"residenis vho own the land, the new comers who have no land but
' ¢r1v¢ their weaith’frgm éommerca;‘Subseqténtly some of the new
‘comers became,lanacwners'éndISOme of the old residents went in
) for tradé. B B |

The commercial exploitation of coal in Bapung raised
fhe Value of land, Formerly, the farmer 1lived a simple 1ife.

Land, that gives and sustains 1life was the centre of social,
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‘economi¢ and cultural life of the farmer. To the farmer each

fragment of land has a different name. A farmer talking about
his land gives the 1mpressién that he is talking about a
vibrant and important living being, which has to be served
and invoked., land is .at the core around which. the details of -
soelal and ecqnomic institutions are woven, He is emotionally

entangled with the land,

. The economic measures of individual 1land holding,
hovever, was difficult, because in this village no record |
exists of individual land ownership or occupational holding. .

‘The estimation of land ownership, productivity of the land,

labour ratio etc. 4in -accordance with the accepted practice in
economic literature was difficult, But the non-existence of

‘records of all kinds of lands posed certain problems in this

 research. Until recently the dry land was not in great demand,

The traditional land laws were based on the needs of households
and elan, Formerly most of the dry land known as (hot kseh)
were used for jhum cultivation.

The immigrants would obtain land and the old residents
learnt to exploit the new economic opportunities, It would be
wrong to imply that the new comers were a corporate soclo-

economic group to be set off against the old corporate.village.

They vere not counted as a group., They come with thelr friends,

relatives ete. and most of them do not stay permanently in the

area.
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- The environﬁent and the techniques set a 1imit to the
asmount of land in the vicinity-of the village that in the past
years the dry land did not come into the market. But from the
iime of the excavation of the coal the value of the land has
come up, especially in those places where the coal deposit is
abundant,. | '

N

This poses the problem: Why did the residents sell their
1and? Other businesses were also increasing in the mining area.
The outsiders tried to acquire more land on lease. The persua-
siveness of -the money lenders no matter how eompelling, cannot
in itself be an efficient cause. Many villagers preferred to
lease the land to outsiders rather than to take the trouble of
learning a new trade.

-whatever be the case in other areas, Bapung's land still
comes into the market because the demahd'fbv coal is increasiné.
They want to get more money. In other words the owners want to
realize capital and in certain income categories this means
selling or leasing land.

When lands come up for saie or lease they are bought by
pefsans who have bther sources of 1ncome'than cultivation.alone.
This has led ﬁo'a éohsiderable‘redistribution of land. Some
people have tried to find money fhfough other means., Here is
the opportunity even to the poor man to make money., Because
there are many activities involved in coal mining,
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Land yields food and food is essential to life. However
farming is not mérély an economic activity or a means of making
a 1living it is rather a vay of 1life, Bach fammer develops an
emotional attachement to his land. By working in his land he
vwill continue to be a farmer., The persistence of the value
attached to farming in Byndihati reflects the stability of the
economy end the resistance to éhange from agricultural to non-
agricultural economy; The‘resistanqé.to change‘in economic

~values appears to_be\é general social phenomena,

~ Economic development has-considerably inereased the
strife for prestige in Bapung. Traditional Pnar people have an
égalitariah outlook,'There‘is no caste system. It is not sur-
’ prising'therefore*that when increased economic opportunities
led to_chéllenge those ascribed Status by those vwith achievedj
status, The struggle for prestige became 1n£ensified. The dif- -
~ ferent criteria of prestige émployed in two villages reflect !
the different types'of'econohic development they have undergone,
The economic diversification led to greater economic differén~
tiatiqn. Dress has beeomé an important criteria of_ﬁrestige. The

rich vear fine cloths even on the working days.,

A It 1s seen that most of the rich men smoke cigaretfes,
increased expenditure on wedding and So on. Similarly relieving

vomen. from agricultural labours is a préstige for meh._
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The type 6f home a man owns is a matter of prestige in-
both villages. The‘pporest*villagers live in mud huts with
thatched roofs.

. EBeonomic development has effected a change in prestige
,Values 1n Bapung to a great extent and to a lesaer extent in .
Byndihati, becguse the higher incomes allow for greater refine-
ment 1n prestige criteria, Ec_o’nox_nic development led to the do;
minance of the nucleér family unit.'Familial change may thus
o¢ccur Quité independent of any other structuraldchange, Economic
devélppment results in some change in prestige values and the
latter are influenced by the principles on which the social 1ife
of the ﬁéople-haveféhanged;: |

| It 1s found that the greater the opportunity for profit
in aﬁy social-eultufal situation the &eaker the ties of éxten-‘
ded kiﬁship will'bécome..Thus'economic devéloﬁment whether or
not 1t brings about’ economic changes has almost 1nvar1ab1y
resulted in the braaking up of joint family ties. The partition-
ing pf joint families affects'the relationship between parents
and ébiidren. Formerly, the Son shoved great respect to the! A
parents, éspecially' mother., Now theyA are mdepéhdent in decision
making, The Sons assume an attitude of greater independence . |
because they have their own business, At the Same'timé, the -

‘relation.between‘brothers has also changed. Formerly younger
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brotbers showed high reSpect to their elder brothers But now
.a11 these have changed. Greater economic 1ndependence affected
the reSpect shown by men towards their father and brothers, It
also affected the relationship between husband and vife to a

great extent

The immediate effect of the influx population in the

'area is the inereasing nhmbér'of mixed-marriages. Sevérai Pnar
girls have marriéd the'outsideré'who caﬁe to vork in the
mining area, Mrs. K who married a Bengéli told me that she
@arried hiﬁ.for money»and'securiti. After marfiage she adopted
thé styleiof 11v1ﬁg (food habité, dress etc;) cf her‘hﬂSbahd's

| comﬁunity. Such marriages are on the rise now, The local boys
do not vant to see their girls get married with the outsiders

or the non-tribals, The mixed-marriages create conflicts between

the local boys and outside men,

—— e — - . [ S
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