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North East India with its large untapped
hydel power, mineral resources, virgin
forests, sturdy people and vast water
resources remain in the backyard of
development. In the twenty-first century the
crucial challenge facing North East India is
how to achieve a balance between
economy and ecology in order to ensure
sustainable social and economic
development preserving the basic cultural
matrix, ethical values and equalitarian
ethos. This calls for a truly democratic
society that seeks to achieve economic
efficiency and ecological harmony for the
eradication of poverty and promotion of total
human welfare. It is being increasingly
realized that the pluralistic society has a
significant role to play in counterbalancing
the tendency to state absolutism. These are
some of the crucial areas of social science
research to which the papers included in
this volume are directed. Research and
analysis of population, environment, land,
food and food security are issues of vital
interest of the problem of qualitative demo-
graphic development. For this we need the
formulation of the appropriate development
paradigm of North East India. The papers
included in this volume depict the emerging
social milieu of North East India and
suggest areas of research for the promotion
of the welfare of the people in a strategically
vital area, known as North East India.
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INTRODUCTION

North-East India with its large untapped hydel power, mineral
resources, virgin forests, sturdy people and vast water resources
remains in the backyard of development. These resources, should
have changed the face of North East India with significant social
and. economic development

In the 21st Century, the crucial challenge facing North East
India is how to achieve a balance between economy and ecology
in order to ensure sustainable social and economic development
preserving the basic cultural matrix, ethical values and equaliterian
ethos. This calls for the existence of truly democratic society that
seeks to achieve economic efficiency and ecological harmony for the
eradication of poverty and promotion of total human welfare. Such
a situation can be built up by having an appropriate social and political
structure that ensures the participation of men and women in real
terms in the decision-making process at the different levels of the
state and society. It is being increasingly realized that the pluralistic
society has a significant role to play in counterbalancing the tendency
to monolithic state absolutism. These are some crucial areas of social
science research to which the papers included in this volume are
directed. Researches on population, environment land food security
are issues of vital interest of the problem of qualitative demographic
development. Increasing number of elderly population would be an
important component of the population. They should have a
constructive role. We need to invest adequate quantum of resources
for expansion on research, education and training facilities for human
resource development in broader areas of social existence. For this
we need the formulation of the appropriate development paradigm
of North-East India which would ensure a meaningful and ecologically
sustainable structural changes in the economy of North-East India,
For this a systematic analysis and research of the total basic issues
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involving a balance between economy, ecology, population, human
settlements patterns urban and rural areas physical resources, emerging
scientific and technological knowledge application and resource
management are required keeping in view the egalitarian ethos and
social commitment.

Several aspects of human rights issues have surfaced. The new
leadership of North East India is imbibed with the changing world
view projecting the values of individual liberty and equality in the
enjoyment of civil, political, social and economic rights. We are to
reflect upon them based on empirical data.

Some of these papers were presented to the workshop on the
21st Century and the emerging scenario and issues of social science
research in North East India held in December, 1999 in the occasion
of the Silver Jubilee of North-East India Council for Social Science
Research. Shillong. The papers included in this volume, depicts the
emerging social milieu of North East India and suggests areas of
research for the promotion of human welfare of the people in a
strategically vital area known as North East India.

B. Datta Ray
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