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Toward a Mcanincsful 3chool of Laiguages

At the present morent, the Enelish Den~rtmont is the
only mu@ber ef the School ef Langusges. Before the University
imposes its own cencept of what a "School of Lenguages" should
be on us, we would like to assert our prerogative as the senior-
most member of thé School to establish the dircction which we

fecl it should take.

As we see it, the Schoel of I nruages cen dovelon in
one of thrce ways. First, it could doevelop s é serics of long-
uage and literature departments. IZnglish could b: join-:d by the
hill langunges of the rcgion, Hindi, Russian, Fr.onch, cte. This‘
seems a avery logical wav of nvoviciars brothers and sisters for
the English Department ané transforming it into a Schonl, but
the methed haé mény flaws. Te becgin with, thy hill l-ncuoges
are nct that doveslop:d 28 to be »f the same caliber as Bnglish,
They are intercesting and veluable to study, but from an anthro-
prological point of view rather than = litersrv on:. Further,
there wili be no students who vill be compotecnt to study these
languages on the M., A, level as they =2re not taught at thc B. 2.
(dcns) lovels: proficiency in speaking a language doss not imply
a corresﬁonding proficiency in thinking critically =2bout it as a
literary structure. Thus, if the hill languages are brousht in¥o
the School of Lan:uéges, thev and thcir stadents would not be abl .
to interact with tho English Densrtment, and vice versa., As far
as the ether langvnses go, they could not be taught at the 1. A.
level, c¢ither, as nobody in this region would have had sufficicent
previous training in thewe Although ther: c2n be much iﬂteraction
among French, Bnglish, Rdssian, etc., such intermetion in the
form ef courscs in comoarative lit:rature and lanensge is simply

not possible 2t this time and plcc. Dach depertmints thercfore,



-2 - = <
would go its own wey, functioning at different levels; and

the School of Languages would be merely a mechanical and
artificial grouping of "languag°s", whose members would net

' bs able to work as a team,

v A second way the School .f Lanruages ceuld. develop
would be if it made itself into:a School . of British Studies.
Under Jghis scheme; the Department of Enplish as it now e¢xists,
would also be transformed: it would turn itself into 2 less
formal Committee'that would spawn courses conneting British,.

" literature to British hisfory, philosophy, politics, etec.

Tﬁe studogf would become a gcneréliSt rafher than a gpecialist;

or & contoxtualized speciaiist. The great‘diéaﬁaantageﬁto f
this proposal, whiéh is inte;lectually,éatasfyingy is ghat it
is irrelev-nt to: the needs of tho région which NEﬁU is supposad

to serve,

-

* The third way thet th%,Schgql‘of Languages oould

develop also involves transformetion, ﬁefpfopose‘tﬁek the

School of Langvages be;changed‘info the School of Communica-

tion Arts, in whiéi thewe wmuld,be fouw other departmgntSfbéSides
 English, and at lcast four degree programs. These four ither o

departments would be the departments of English Lanudge and

Linguistics, Literary ‘Journalism, Creative Writimg%and Trﬂn&»

lation. The desress that would b: offered initially‘MGufd be

il | an M."4, in bnglish Studics, an M. A, in: Literary Cc; )

‘ tlon, an M. A. in the Teeching of English, and an ﬂ‘ ?&ti.ﬁin
Bnglish Studics with a greatly expanéadalibrary and with the.
>add1tlon of some llnguistiecs pbople to ﬁhe Unlveraity, it * &
 should be p0331b1e to start a Ph D in English Studi%a and ;
an M, A, M. Phil and Ph. D. in Linguistlcs.“ The Nature ef

these degreeSbls qulled amt inldetail below. ;355; :“;41
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i. The M. A; Degree in Engiish Studies (MAES). Esgeugé
ially, tuis will be t@e,ﬁraditional,dggree in English Litexaé
ture. The courscs wvhich will be offerod uiil run the~gamuf of
English literature, from its inceptlon to the present day; and
its 1anguage compenant will consiqt of courses in stylistics,
rhetoric andvthe,theory of lanuage. It will differ from the
degreevprog;ams offefod u¥yother universities in two rcspects.
Firat, it is envieaged that students will not have o follow
.a‘prescrib“d sy11abus. They will have freedom to pick and
choose¢ the courses in Inglish lit ra+ure that they will to study,
un the condltlon that their educption doesn't become lopsidud.
Second deééndlng on the kinds nf courscs .the stud-nt has chos»ﬁ,
he will be required to take pnrtiaulnr courses in other discip-
lines, like qutory, Theology,. Phllosophy and Art, which will
contextualize and enrleh his tudy of a Particular area of Engljsh
literature. For example, a stu lent who does e course on English
Romanticism will alsé do & course in the Philosophy Depaffﬁént
on Kant. No student, ho’ever, will be allowcd to sorcud himself
out so thinly that he will have mvrcly a smatterlng of othcr
disc1plines. It is, thus, hop¢dt that the student, in pursuing
his degree in English, will aléo acquire a subeanfive knowl dge
of one. other discipline, and that therefore the dogroe whwh he
will receive will be in English Btudies rathbr than in Bnglish

;mxmamm. éw

2. The M. A. Degree in Literature Communlcatlon."'ﬁ

a) Journalism, b) Translatlon, c@ Cr’ative ertlng (MALC)

E.

‘While the M. A. Degree in English Stndlns ia a purely academiu

: 0‘», B

degree,rthe h. A. D=grce 1n Litprary Gommunicqtlon is a prﬁcti—

T

cal one, catering to the nceds (f tthose:&udents for whﬂm the

ystudy af’Engllsh literature is A means rather than an end
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Students who wish tc become tfsnsietnrs or jounalists or
creative ‘riters will do cOﬁ"zes in these rcsepctive depart-
menfs,’which,(it is hoped, will he set up under the aegis of
fhe4School of languages. Apart from "core" courses in theij
choses areas, they will be expected to take a certain number
cf courses'in English iiterature and in other disciplgénes
‘as well, It would be desi;able if they also received on-the-
épct praetical trainiﬁg f}oﬁ such organizations, centers or
inst{itutues in Shillong ﬁhich alrecady exist for those purposes.
For example, a student wishirng to become 2 journalist would *e
expected to take courses in political scicnce, soqciology,
Engliéh literature and journalism; and it would be desirabl:

if he could spend one t{ern working on the staff of a newspaper.

| 3. The M, A. Degree in the Teaching of Engiish (MATE).
This degree eourse is neant for prospecfive secondary school
teaehers“ The difference between this_qegre” and the M. A.
if EnglishL Studies is that this ohe'wili rore a much high
language component., 1t is envisaged that the ﬂ. A. iIn the
| Teaching of English will, to begis_v1th, have a 50%’1anguage’
cempdneht, and a 50% literature component. The percentage,
of the literature compenent ma& be rsduced in feﬁofx of courses
in educatlonal Lherry as and whvn a School nf Educatien comes

to Shlll*ng.

4. The M. Phil in English Studiecs. This is a p@st tr, ;A
degree program meant partlcu&arly for the teechers of the‘
SchOuls and colleges of thls reglon whn desire advanced ﬁtd[nv

‘,h S

ing. It is envisaged that the students enrrlled for éh M. Phll
1egree would engage in independent study of particuiar aress;
spec1allze 1n nne rf them, snd pnnent thelr investﬁgations 1n
the form ~f term rapers or smal1 th=Ses. The departmen t plans
to encourfce students in ‘the ". Phil program %o choose such

areas for investigation as will requlre reading in other

Lo . [
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disqip}ines besides‘English,‘suei ée Philosophy:*Art History,
Theology, etc. The M, Phil will be a. two yeqr pgogram, leading
on. to the Ph. D. , ) ﬂgﬂ,‘ \

";;f“i S . Sy sl n,‘ n _.V; P ip‘mﬁ N

The advantages of 1his third scheme arevobvious. There

RISt , g aru s o in

will be interaction, and orea’tiV‘é interaet‘ion at ‘that, ~°~between
the departmente in the School and ‘between Scﬁoqlg, The School

Lo " d "w«"ﬁ"{‘! ¥

will aerve the needs of the area aewgeld aehenrich the %dnda"
of 18 atudents. L
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. - Once we reéorganize ’c‘urSé‘lvesa-mtéix;héf Saha’di‘-ﬁqf‘}commu” urft-
cation Arte, then all thinking Will beat “the level df thé School

‘rather than the Department. Admieeidﬁ-iiiivhlﬁé‘ﬁe~aﬁ“éﬁeﬂlﬁﬁel

of the School} only after a eﬁudent ‘has beén ganitted o %hel
Schodl will he be adMitted to ‘one of the departments. ‘Studenﬁe
will be admitted on the basis of a test admimistered by the ;-_j_;

Scheol, the purpoee«of which will- Ue‘to see’hie abili%y wO handle

the Englieh Language "and think critically in it. . Students” who
£aiY outrignt uiquneimget admlssion into the *8choolj;- ‘and these
who paee without any xeservatlogs on the part’ szzhe §¢hoq;,yill
be admitted d:lredt]:y tnto B department. Those whose %ngiiah 18

;weak but wha show promiae will be admitted inth ‘a one-year pro—
‘*batienary course, whichg if they comnlete auccessfully, will

-enabie thén to join' the M. A. (Prev) .of the department of their
’ ehoice. This probationéry M. A. course program yill be taughv

by all members ot the: School, and may also 1nVO1ve teachers from

other achoola. (Detaile of t hie M. A. Probationary year are

worked out in f&oward a new M. A. in English) - As for the mstrue—
gftors 1n the Schcol, they will be appointed at 1eaet three months
%jﬂin advance of the semester, 80, that they will be able to prepare

‘; adequately for their courses. Coordinating the éct1v1tiea of the

departmeﬁts ﬁill be a Dean Uf the Scho‘l, who w1ll be the flnal

PRee——




»;gg_gg;gggg of instggction and conducting tes,;gg,a d’ x‘ 1na—

authority on all "matters pertaining to the School:

Every semester each department will put out a list of the
courses it 18 Cffering. Students in the School will be free td
to plcf/and choose from among these courses, prav1ded they take
ne more than four ard no less than 'to courses per semester,

and fulfill the reguirements of thelr degree rrogram. Each

~student will have a faculty advisor, who will heipyhim nap out

his courses every semester, enabling him to.choose wiself,
Once'the‘advisqr~has:approved-the student's prqgram,.it will te
considered as an acceptable way fbr'the student to complete.

his degree requireménts. Given that the number of students in

the School will be in.direct relation to the man—power~require-

‘ments of the region, and thatveach department vill offer,manv:

courses and classes, the total number of students in each. cl&ss

is;likelyvtpebe‘small.i Therefore, :clagses can be cunducted on

.the‘seminar“end/ar tutorlal pattern. It 58 understood‘§§§~

teegn_gs will have full freedom in fra@__g:the;g COUTHa8;, devgh~

tions. e, RS
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