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Chapter I

TNTROMICTION
The concept

?g*ma atate as a 'spaciﬁe kind of sociel orgonisation and

its origin nnd developumont to its modorn sophigticated
charactoryhave occupied the minde of nll soclel thinkers
gince the days of aristotle follwed by Nobbesslocke, Monte-
squiou and roussealls lOwOVer, there was refreshingly a2 new A
approach to this most intricate problem and o significantly
! ana rerngels® wnich 111
now eould be considored as the ground work in the studies

now light was thrown by lLe.H.MOorgan

of state formations.at presenty,the issue has assumed wider
dizsensions in vioew of the fact that the soclal scientists
of different disciplines have put their heads together o
arrive at an understanding of this vory unigue phenomenon
in the annals of buman civilisation. .

The works of Turopean scholars have produced eandless
theorics and definitions on the process of state formation.
nad curiouely enough, there is yet to be one which can be
accepted universally.®ach case study has produced difforent
verintions and generalisationseT™hls is due to the fact that
the process of stote formation ic varied in point of time
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and space.In a recent work® come of these theorios and
genorolisations have been put to test by toking danta covor-
ing oome major parts of the worlde |

Two distinet categories of states have gppeared from
the researches so far coveredeOne ic the 'Modern Statet
which ig complexm,industrislised and developing while the
other one is the 'rarly statetgsinplegnoneindustrislised
and preseapitalistice.This division ies npparontly based on
the stoges of development thot the socictios have passed
through a historical process.The studies on the procees of
- state 1braaiion relate to thig second category of states
which ic tormed aav'carly' o8 these emcrgoed out of egeli-
tarian  tribal baae&#

It can well be sald that in Tndisyns well as in the
torth Tasteorn region tooythis area 0f study is less
exploredesurajit sinha,who in his Precidential address to
the aathropology and archacological section ¢f the rerty-
ninth ' Indian Seicnce congressyheld at cCuttack in 1962, for
- the first time,had spolled out about the cignificant pros-
pects of research in this srea ¢f studye.The Centre for
atudieg in socinl sciencesgColcuttagsponsored a Project in
1981 on '7ribal rolities and state systoms in Pre=Coloniol
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and Northesstern Tndiat,which resulted in the important
oontrihuuoaastm scholars, Such works have already latd
the foundaticn for furthor ounquiries into the fectors and
processcs of state formation of this regiongbecause all the
states, vize,the chutiya,Pdmasa/Cachard ,Rochy Pripuri,ifeited
{(Manipuri),thecl(Zhyrien}rnar{Jayantialand the prhom state,
have emerged from indigenous tribel bases in pre-coloaisl
modioval pAssameThe last nsmed one,while migrating into
- Acsam from Upper Mursaglanded themselves into a valley of
imnonse glze where there was a seomingly politicel vacuum,
There being no coatralised political authordity,the valley
wae in o ring of some tribal and tribalelile states os
aomed abovestxcept tiae Chutiyas,who were counquercd and
absorbed by the rising power of the phoms by 1523,%the othor
rouaining tribes continued the olaboration end eophistica-
tion o©f their respective state wst@s until they came
under sritish subjugation. |

The cmergonce and growth of a large nunber of polity
formptions during the period from the thirtecnth to
gixteenth contury is the key feature of the medieval history
of northesst IndiasThe socinl organisation of these seden-
tary as well as cogmentary states were domlnated by their
troditional custous end culture pristine 4dn 4ts form,
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They gave avny t0 a coorcive puthority whiceh wns separated
from and placed sbove the totalitye.at what point of time,
and vhy and how thic has como t0 happenyls ﬁ;e portineat
question to be answered,Martherganother doperative issue is
that of Lidentifying the retarding or accelerating foctors
connectod with it in course of the cmergence of these statos
corrogponding to thelr ccology and econonmy which may have
largely dotermined the forces at work in esuch soclo=politi -
 cal formationse

tinoet 4in all such state formations,some common oleuents

aro found in the factors and processessThese generally araas

(1) appearance of private property in Lérus of differen-
tiated lande-holding or acquirding poliitical control
resulting in socinl stratificotionz and lending €0
the strengthening of the position of the chiecfoe

£i1) mMilitary adveaturicn - aricing out of direet congue-

stg -subjugation of neighbouring tribes or their
voluntary subnissions for protective suthority.

(141)7he hydraulic culture « spread of wet rice cultiva-
tion a&lving rise to Oriental Nespotismjrcintic
@ode o0f productions,

(iv) surplue procucticns leading to hicrarchieal struc-
ture and cvenltuel centralisation of authoritys

{v) coatributions from immigranto,s

(vi) minduisntion/canchiritication and the Prahmanicel :
influcnce in the legitinization of the rule through
devine origin and the creation of mythe for further
conoolidation,

(vii)The tronewcultursl variations « langunge »nd eulture
E ba:&ed on inteorwdepondoney and congruecney valucs,

(vitiYarriage policy and political incorporationss

(iz) charismatic and comuanding dispositions of a chlef
or rulers
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(2) The circanscription icsuos = population growth and
DProssuros

(z:.)smagth of petiy commodity pmducuon in o linited

such clements in some measure,in come speeific cases,
may appear prominently,whdle in sone othors nay note

MoreoveryClacsson and Skalnik hove formulated sone fune- -
tional and structursl models 0f the emeorzent olatesmerunction-
ally, - .the tearly state! i a continucus procecs in the
regulatiou 0f the relations between the emergent soclel ¢lass-
es - 0f the mulers and the ruledgwhile structurally, it is
aii indepondent gocloewpoiiticsl orsanisation with o bounded
torritory and a eontraliced governmontiits economy 4s primeri-
1y . agriculturalythe surplus of which constitutes the
income 0f the goverment; its population consists of two
sirata « the upper and the lower; the upper onre includos
the sovereignyhis rolativos and the aristocracy while the
lowor includec the conzon mascessThe access to rescurces is
baced on ineguality and the inecuality comes out of birth,
and in - vhich the 1&002.633 appoars %o be based on
reciprocity.

The sane source further sugzeste that (4)the pepulation
 growth ond its prossure,(ii)warsthe threat of war or raids,
or conguests, (1id)improved neans 0f produetion leading to

761&&5891! and Skalnik,Ne 39ppeb4lelile



surpius and tribute,(iviideology and logitimization and (V)
the influonce of glresdy existing statepyare some of the impor-
tant factors to mention amongct othersscontributing to
the rise gnd growth 0f tribolelike corly states to fulle
fledged statechood in most casocse

To what extent and how far these elemontal factors
contributed to the emorgence of these states to full-blown
statohoods and how far these influenced the processes ia
course of tlae,ahal; be the main line of investigation in
our studye.sState formation is varied in point of time and
spacesIt had t0 go through several stagees before reaching
the stage of statehood in an acceptoble tormeThese states
have boen broadly categorised into tinchoatety, 'typical?
and *trancitionsl' as per the charactorstics preceat in

awa would look into such categurizgtionvwhan nocessary,

Chanle
comparatively on sinmiler nodels but with ccononic content,

suggestod by rngels in his sunlysis of the ctagee o civil-
isatioh.9.’ﬂut before thiggwe may‘looh into the gonosts of

the statoyand thony,into some of its definitions and theori-
tical problemssto take up the whole isewe in a broader

pergpoctivaos
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The (ene ef the ¢

In the simplest termythe state is o human organisation
comprising of s numbor of éeople.a certain delimited terri-
tory” end o gpeelfic type of gsoverncent,vhy and how atates
wore formod,involves the problems of socinsl evolutione rod-
sihgs morul and politicoephilosophicnl iseneseThe state is
the meet unique organieation of manitind that has emorged 4n
course of tinme vith the progross of hunan civilieation from
the most prinitive,prictine and archaic tineseas 2 sociow
political aystom,the atnde gives way 0 greater iniquity
withia i%c population and the fundenental lcsue isywhy maﬁ
give up or foresd to give up so much loeal and individual
autonony to become part of and snbdrdinate to despotie,
sonotinmes gquite erucl forme of governiont,"hy the stnte
boeomecg the most powerful oocial organisation that slone
¢reateg and éastroya?’e

7t 1iterally noves mountainge and redirocts riversyand

tg 2ggigygz§§ ? cont untold thousandsgeven millloas,
How does such an 9?@&”1@&@19! cone 0 oxist and shall contd-
me to exlst as long s the human raco contimmes o exlot
in futore apldet inercasing hunan contradictions is the
noot point vhich has beon drawing the atteation of a1l
sociol selontists tq:ﬁayQanged.it i 80 complem that 4t de
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not possible to cay conclusively as to vhon and precisely
at what point 0f time the state bogans
Tt ic no longer pocoible to think of the gtate as a
conscious invention,euddenly introduced se an antidote
to confucion and chnoeeThe state must have ovolved
from rudinentary and inchonte boginninge,by e proccss
0f growth that was o0 clow as to have boen all but
imperceptible ¢ee Tven i€ tho full record of that
developmont wore avallableywe s?‘gld not be able to cay
precisely vhon the state begen,
go the state oo an organieation of the human socioty,by
iteclfic o complox phonomencn 4nvolving as 4% isyvarious
forces vhich interaclied and 1nally lod to the birth of
the ctate through the stages of developrent gnd of course,
in time and opaccs
Apart from this,we ore confronted with dlfferent kinds
of stnteon,™Or ezannlo,thare are city stategyeapire states,
oligarchicyautocratic, foudnlistic and democratic statos,
stratifiod by class,enste and social statuse'~%e shall hove
to trncc tho gencral form in which type of these states and
how far bacik in timoy,4% mani fostods
' 0 pofinitions of the state
To define the state covering its entire fncobts which

would be commonly acceptable %0 all;is indeoed a difficult

tasitellOWOvErywe Bave nt our disposal some definitions generel-
ised by scholars through thoir intengive researches so

as $0 have a bnale eoncopt for our working purposcs SO

‘a s v ' hal - ?‘
UetieC SaltyPolitical Inctiiutlonssa Proiscesliew York,
Apploton country, o oeps luoycitod By vorton HeFriodsThe
Statogthc Chikengand the Tg330ryThat come firnt? Ln:7,
cohien and "luan ReBervicoyodepBe 10sDe 37
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we find that the state is distinct from the societye.It main-
tains ite political authority within fiwed torritorial
nmits.-xt acts through a goveramental machinery with
definod agoncice and diviglong of functions.rt is forned
out of a pooplc consciocus of Lts unlty and idontity ac such,
It 45 omboded in o type of socloety which is gtratified by
weal thyprestige and power and is divided thoreby into class -
es. The sourece 0f neoral judgement lios outside the states
vhen a contral authority establishes a monopoly of coercive
force in a socioty,the linits of eoxtension of that foree
. which may have been vague until thongat thie point,is pre-
cisely determinedsThus the state iz the ultimnte organ of
highest political authority and power in which it is found,
It i on organ for cocinl integration,internal regulation,
and ecomzon oxtornal defencestocietics lacking tho state
accomplich these ceme ends by other mennsgsbut the state
perforne thoge services for society and in doing s0 also
gorves its own ondss ' |
Thore are also definitions based on classification such
a5 (a)steatifications (b)authority structure,and/or 4inform-
ation  procescing (e¢)disgonistic traits.Definitions based
on stratifications aroe coumonly associated with Marz and
tngole eaphasizing the formation of socinl closses in which
the ruling class obtoing control over the mesais of produc-
tions, 12 rricd also accepto this viom‘G

1 ?fbi depPle 27=20 e
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Definitions based on suthority ctructure throw lights
on the structurs of governmental systometorbert sSpencerylels
Morgan and Henry Maine were the advocators of this approachs
aut "obhougoy Theeler and Cinsburg hoave applied it more clear
1y and defined the state as g contralised hiornrchical eys -
tem of authority relotions in which locsl political uuite
lose their asutonony snd become subordinate %o the centrel
g@Vernm@nt.'? 7dth ninor add&t&cns.?vans-?ritchﬂéd has used
tho coze approsch in outlining the sinte end none-gtate fome
in the study of tae african politiess'® gervice slco holds
the same view ghen he saye that the centraliged goveranont
hos o monc oly oéar the use of force.‘g

another agproach to define the state is that of inform-
ation processing.”he state as o hierarchicel yoiitical struc -
ture ¢alls for the means by which dnivrzation is proceesedzs
and ensrgy is obtained and utiliaed.a' The socloepoliticnl

17; oo r0bhousO, e Thosler and ¥eCinsburg,]
tion-; o soeial Institutionms of simpler Fepples,iicw Tori,
68 ProfiSy ’ : en & £0O Gylie 10gDe Fe
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1ifo focuses on such informaticn or transaction f{lowe whore-
in the docision of the higher levols affects other lovels
in the outhority structure. hus based on archasvlogicts?
datagthe state do aloo dufined as tiat type of hisrarchienl
political organdsation in which there are throo or more
hierarchdcal iovels from the ceoulre o tho porizherica,

¢ohen has shown that the key of diasgonistic fenture 4o
that of fission.7he cnormous potential of states manatés'
from the capacity to cowprdinate human efforts to carry out
publiec policyeTo do z0gstates ewolve a'muas clese? or. in
structural terms,a govorndng burcaucracy.

nowoversall Uhese dofinlticans bring noue tae point that
the stale 1s 2 specﬁ'ic giad of wcml-oraanisatian'.ezmréw-
ing. a sposific kiad of soclial order ia a svecletye.accord-
ing o radelific-nrommgdt ds @

a collectlon of individual human belage connctled by e

Gitrorant individucls nave ¢1fferent rolossand s4ge

are in possession of gpocial power Or authority.”
Ay the torn fstate' then we uanderstend that 1t relers to the
existing relations in a soclety and to ideas relating to
poweryauthori bty forcey jJusticoyproporty and many other

dccuesetut it ié gociclyte oun creation to solve out the

."ohea,“hc f@lmtﬁ.ca}n yutem.im fi'.@iamll % VeCOhotigOley
‘?-r d :"& of Hethed ia cultural Aaturopology,ew “ork,
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contradictions and antagoniansgesis "azols has succliactly
showng |

see it 42 2 product of soclioty at a cortain stage of
developmontjit ic the aduiscicn that thic sveclety has
bocone ontangled in an insoluble contradietion with
itoclfythat 4t has eplit into irrvoconcilable nntagonimms
which it is poverless %0 dispclenut 4in order that those
antagoniansyclopses with coniiicting ccunonle intorests,
n2ight not consume thomselves and soelety in fruitlese
ctruggleo,it boconep nocossary W0 have o power soeningly
standing sbove society that would slleviste the conflict,
and koop 4t within the bounds of "ordervjend thic power,
aricon out of coclety,but placiag Lteelf sbove 1%,@3&&%
clienating Ltocll more and more from 1%,ic the etate,

and -folloving mmgelsywe have ¥rader's view that the stote
iz no one's discovery,no onets ianveation @
The egtate ic the product of particuler soeial conditions,
whepreby eoeciety divided into opposed sociznl €lascce m-
duces. a central organism of poilitical authorily wi
its nidet : the ontity in ite abstract form whieh arches
ever the entire soclety.tonecretelyghistoriecally,ihe
state controle and regulates the relations betwveen and
within tho socinl cl-sces by neans ¢f particulnr agenciess
¥t is to be notod thet pll the definitions sddely varye
~“his is due to the fact that difforent typos of statos exist-
ed  eond are oxioting in 4 fferent slsceg in differcnt tizcs
oll over the worldeThe data from which cuch definitions have
beeon deorived by difforent ccholars do act poind to o univer-
sality 'dn different state aystomseioveveryihe baslc comcopt
of the state is clear from these definitionsyas to what the

gtate Les

345,. mgclogRedgpe 1000
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Thore are ondless theories moctly advanced by ruropean
scholorseThese theorios have beon formulatod at difforont
tizes in different places by scholars of dlfferent diseiplin-
es - based on data coveriag almost all parts of the globes
rach neow theory has thrown new light on each difforent
sapoets of the factors and procesces of etateo formation.

It 4syMlarz and rngols who occupy tho foremost place in
gelentific dnvostigetions in the ficld of zogearch based on
the mntorinlistic conception of historye>> mgels traces
the origin of the state owling to the growth of private pyoper-
ity in haman scclotyewhaich in turnylends o the rise of
classces acconpanying all the econflicigyeontradiciions ead
natoguniame wdthin the soeclely,and fianlly o preccrve this
class daterestythe state cnergoce

eoe &lw state arcec from t(he peed W held eleoo antago-

in cheeckzybut because 4t arcevgnt the sapo tinme,

I3 (hs ntdst Of the cenfiict of (hecs tlaswoadt 18 as

a legthe statc of the most mcrm.mnmicauy

douinant aodlue of the stale,

boeonos aleo the ac;}.ztimlw doninont eleoss,nnd thus
acguires now wools of m.tuﬁ.ne down and exploditing the
oppresscd Claigses
rngelo hoe alec shown that sometives in portienler cosos,
the dinfluence of uiliilary 'tema,of war ond conouent,play a

congldorable part iu thoe origing of the state,Thus to hin,

26 PelngelogleZyRive Fmle
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the Gomuan stato wne born directly out of conguosts in
which the subjugatced tribes were oxplodted by the conguer-
ing . group aend in whieh the geontilo conctitution become
incoupatible o rule over the subjugated pooples™at in
cace of athons,tho ctate sprang up salaly mxt of the claes
antegonions in o elnssical foru, '4

70 tagolagslavery ic onother aspoct of class foruatichs
aceording to himgslavery not only leads $o tho growth of
expicitors nné exploited to obiain surpius producticus but
aloo gives riee to the diotinct clossee de esoclely whdeh he
finde in the forzation of the Greek state,7hue by taiing
data fron the Greck,romaByathonian and flerusn hintory,wngels
bas singularly demonetrated the fact that how class forma-
tion and with it state power came about,end thue lepding
$0 the necessity of o politicol orgen in confiming the lagt-
ing eupremacy of the doninant ela%&@

The oo and grovth of medieval stotesyto rarn,is doninn-
ted by the *asintie code of productione?to weo his own
tominologyee highlights the dichotonic reletions beSwoen
acgriculiural communitios ond thue siato orgenisction condi-
tioned - by %ho nocossily of constmieting end mainteining
irrigetion mycbonse hat he fouad in those agricultural
nities i;a thnt they weore not oxpilcited becoungse of the aé:iet-—

e u-

ence - 6f private properiy/owsercihip ol the means i

e R R
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but because of inexplicabdle alieglance tov a dedified despo-
tic ruler in whoz the stote is porsonifiicdeThus there was
a flow of rogular or irregular tributes in kindy,or ovea in
cach which wane moant for the state and 1ts public PUrposcs.
In Marxte viewnythis wns the first forz of claoes society
reprosenting the transitionsl stage from the prictine to
the early type of civil cociotics."hie wns the first econo-
mic formation of the socletly and the beginning of the
political sociely and econony.Thus the substance of his theo-
ry is the growing class conflict ropresented by the
villsge asricultural coscunities with communal land tonure
on the one handyend the organisetion of the siante with
political,ddeclogical and sconcamic power on the other,~he
other aspects like the irrigation workes end deified
dogpotion are but secondary 158&93,29

sppenhoinery the Corman soclologiat,developed the
tgonguest thooryt in the origing of tho state.like 'ngels,
ho too believes that the gtnte 12 an instruzent 0f Ooppres-
sion %o malntaln soelal imequelity but he finds thie
inogquality arising out of conguest and subjugation of one
gaoéla by another for the sole purpose 6f econouie

exploitations,

‘9tar1 Margyfre=Capitalist “eonusuc foruaticng,Tre by
JeC0hoNy Oley TOW TOFKy ILLErDRALLONAL TUDLLOUODEy | 70 Ty 500
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ese 2t all piaces on this planet where the dév-lopueat
0f tribes has at all attained a higher formy,the state
grew from the pubjugation of one group of wea by
anothereIte basic Justificationyits raison de etre,wa
and is the economic exploltation of those subjugateds
In an evolutionictic approachy rather then historical,he
furtuer Cbserves,
The moment when the first comgueror spared his victiam
in order permanently %0 explolt him in productive
workywas 0f incouparable historical iasportancesit
gave birth to nation and statey,to right sad higher
economics,with all the developuents and ramifications
which ?ave grown and which will hereafter grow out of
them, 3
“he theory wag further developed by Thurawnld and Wester -
mann. oweversscholars find it untenable since there were
states which emorged withoul conquests nnd morsover,the
theory does not toke account of the internal foctorss
Sone states night have been affected by this on their way
to statehood but its uvuiverassl acceptance is out of ques-
tion, Se
The tirrigation® or 'managerial' theory,accordiang to
Stowardsynecdied organisation,povwer and co=ordiinaticonylesd -
ing % a large concemtration of people,in the process of

the formation of the state.” wittfogel aleo says that the

SaFranz Sppenheimer.;he E§g§gﬁxts History and Developuent
viewed Sociologicallys™re chn M.0itternan, Vew Vork,
Tanguard Press, 1725,pe20e

N Thidype68e
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33sulian steward,The : hoory of culturo cha nge,ul tilincar
tvolution of the gtate,Tilinole TUnlversity Progs,1955,p.199,
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effective management of the irrigntion worke largely
depends upon efficlent orgenisation.Tte maln feature ies
hydrasulic occonomy with intensive cultivation and co=opera-
tion  on a large scale leading to the division of labour,
Thus the managerial role invariably becomes an inportant
factor.susimilarly,ﬁnnt and Hunt have shown that when an
area is prodouiancntly marked by irrigation dependent ecolo-
g8y sthe co~ordinpting activitieas tend o imflucuce the pro-
cesses._«1I% bocomcs a major foree of political action lead-
ing | to the birth of elite powere.nut Hunts have also said
that it relatos primarily to the strongthenlng of the cen-
tralised authority and mot necessarily a cause of stato-
hood A8 suchythe theory does not seem convincing since
there were statos emerging without irrigation.55

I desling with the issues of stratification and unequ-
al aecess o resourcesyTried says that the moment commu-
nal property is replaced by private property snd with it
a groviag population prossureystratificaticn is the natural
outeconee The state then emerges out of the noceseity to main-

tain ihe unegual accessyif required with forco.If this

3“&at1 A.vithfbgelagrigntg; geaggtigﬁ.new Navens,Yale
University Preseg 1957,L.00000:07 e PpPecae

3573000'“1!!3 & BefuntyCana) Trpiz-*iorn and Toeal S0¢i~l or-
ganisationycurront anchropol;g:sf?%see Conen & Sorvice,
De10gpe T
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power is not devoloping,there may be the retarding factorn’s
a8 demonstrated by Leach in his study of the Rachin soecis-
ty aﬁ?
Carfielro elucidates this population preecsure factor by

coubining it with war and conguest,and argues that those
factors are mechaniems that would lend to estotechood after
specific conditions c¢reated by ecither envircmnontal circum-
seriptions or svcial circumscriptionssThe first ic rolated
£0 o growing population in a territoriaslly confined area
delinited by nmountalngg junglesydeserts or seagywhile the
second refers t0 o sltuation in wshich the extensgicn of the
torpditory becoues inmpossible without subjugating the neigh-
bouring : populaticngand ia which case,the conguored tribes
would have only one ¢hance of survival,taant igytotal cubmi-
esion - to %the eonquerorn33

service,on tho other hand,disagrecs with the theory of
econonie inequality.To hilugthe veglnning of political leader-
ship - is moro comcorned with the porsonal qualities of
charisun sud outotandiang persopality of the leoadey rather
thon with ecounoulic differenceselnequalily ic institutional -

ised &8 case of heredilary ruleelt is only a chiefdom and

36 teHe Fricdyile 10galsd B0 Claescen & SkalnikyNedgPeile
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not a statesas long as the rule remaine pesceful and within
theoeratic normesut the moment it gives way totsccular
sanctionstbacked by force or threat,the state is bound to
apponre Thus relogating other conditiongghe enphasizes more
ontthe benifit of being part of the society’.>’

These theories reveal $wo aspocis of state formation,
riretlysthe state cuerges out of inequalities in the human
soclety and scecondlyythat the state was formed on the bpsis
0f a social contracterngels ond Fried belong to the first
category while service to the secondsOppenhoimer,Thurnwald
and Carnero added the external factors to the first,while
cervice not totally denying the factors of inequality and
oxploitation would still melntain that the state could
cuorge only through a uéem ascociation of the people or
social groups doriving benifites from the cifective central
abthoritye ©

70 thisythe archacolopgists nud the soelsl anthropologi-
sts have made a counon syetem approancheThey see siate ori-
cins o8 muléiple foed back aystem in which pre-state poli-
ties 4in various situations respond to their selective press-

ures by changing some of their internal structurco,or
by subduing o competing ’gmup,or by eatébliahing themselves

9 riman meservice,ne19,sce in:clacecen o Skalali,he3,
99015""50 :

Woraeecon & Skalndl,ne3,pe1682s
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dominant in a region,or by gaining control of water resour-
ces.pOF whatever.The initial shift producee a chain of
reactions on other changes that lends ultimately,whatever
pizht be the boginaning,to the gazme end « the state.“‘

Ta shoriythere 1 no end to the arguments and explana -
tions , of this kind in the theories of state formation,
cloce state formaticn e 2 complex fceue varied in point
of time and cpncegand with unfethomable complexitics 4in
human relatione both individueslly and in groups,such analy-
ses ahd laterpretations aresbut nalural.owvever,to our
understandingyand folilowing wwright,we may broadly catego-
rise m%emmﬁwﬂa

T The Trrigatioa/nydrsulicMManagsrial theorys 't
T The zyanthetic theoay.““
17T The Tatermal Coadllet theory,

& &

IV The sxteraal Conflict theoxye

“'Cohen 7 servicoyNe10ype the

“aqonny weiright, Toward an rxplanation of the origin of
the stateyin ; Ibid,ppeid«=S2.
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The details of tho variables,their total relations leading
to the birth of the state,has boen drawn graphieally in
these theories by Erxght.‘” Thus we £ind that in hydraulic
socictieosythe ruling elass and the zanaging buresueracy
are 1denticalA with profescional governments.The hydraulie
activities roquire a certain kind of managoment and any
change in such managenent loads to the imvolvemont of inerea-
singly ' profescional adninistrators or say increasingly
degpotic rulers.in theory II,the gynthetic view of sgtate
formation is projectod, Tt adnits the necossity of a nonopo-
lised foree to nalntain a balance in tho soclety aricing
out of the external conflicts and the managerial lcocues,
The substance of the theory is that the state is a territori-
ally and hierarchically orgonised soclety in which the
tordort is neintained with o moncpoliced forcesiIn theory
I17,4it has boen chown that differontial accoss to wealth,
conflict oé throat of conflict and the growing incqualitics
accessitate o sort of mediation which comes out of the
state organisationsTheory IV roefers to the soeclal conditions
in vhich a cortain social group secks to dominate over
the other cocial groups to control the meanns of pm'ductzon.r
The organisation which malntalins this domingtion is the

states

lﬂ!!enry Terightynefi2e Soe the graphic illuctrations of

Uright at the end 0f the chapters in pppendicegs
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7o see a Fried = sorvice dobnte in the conflict theor -
ieceFried maintaine that tho externnl theory is based on
competition of groups leading to the contralisation of sutho-
rity which might occcur through conguosts,through inercss-
ing _ population dencity that precses on regources to be
unequally possessed by onc group over anothereTo hium,thic
unogual accese to rocources is the fundemental couse in
the birth of the stato which has to maintain the stratifico-
tions - arising out of ehiaoha

corvicoyon the othor handgarguce that soclal stratifica-
tions - aro co-oxtongive in range with the developnent of
the state.Thus in the conflict theory,the appesrance of
stratification i the first promisge,In this way,sorvice
aloo dlsagreoes with Morz and Engelsy,and sayo that stratifi-
cations might be a result and notyin factya couse of state
formation, 9 s

These theordes and definitions lead us to certain conelu-
sions s | |

1+ The sﬁate has been defined in varicus ways.mut the
mogt common definition appeare to be that the state is a
kind of government or a kind of soclety with p hiersrchiecal
structure and some specialised functionsesome gpeak 0f the
meinteinence of a monopoly of force by the state,

w@!bgimed’mtagsm cohen & Smce’n. '0.9.6
kgﬁlman NeforvicoyNe 19800 Clacssen & Skalni y0e3epedle
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2e That in the formation o0f the state,a number of varia-
bles 4nteracts and some such variebloes are specified as
prime movers amonget othorss

3¢ The theories refer %o the implicit or explicit multi-
ple feoed back variablee in the emergence 0oi the state,but
not to the stabilizing or retardiag factors.

4 The theories do not mske it clear as to the intere
ralations between managencnt and laternal conflicts,exter-
nal conflicteygond others,The other variables goveraing the

growth and stebilily are also not speclfiecdsNovever,
gittfogelyninkoneff and pdams have gspecified tho invest-
ménts in irrigation while Caruciye adds the military capnei-

ty 7 varigble leading t© the rige ol sironger gcvernmente.50

heoritic itations
's Case H

and yatyto formulate 2 genersl theory of state formation
in cpnge of the ahonsgsone 11mitatlané*apgaar before us.0ne
Aa that the ahoms plready hnd some sort of eociasl organiea-
tion ¢ as their gontile constitution would sugicets urther,
they were litorate snd had the capacity for surplus produc-
“tions wThey were eomewhat politicolly or.enised and,

Prionry Pewrishtynete
S‘Amalemm fuhagheSypelle
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suhapha5a the fouaﬁiag father of the akoz state ves slready
a successful ruler iu his paternal state in Mougese for
about eighieun yaars.53 The other licitation ic that thoy
landed in a region which was not poliitieslly voideThe exist-
once ©f the petty Bhuyan chiofdouc in a fragmented politd-
cal stiucture still earried the political heritage of the
ancient kingdom 0 XomarupaeTn addiiion to this,there was
the cmerging poweriul states of the Chutiyas ia the enstern-
most corner of Upper Assalsfoliowed by the Ka&haaiﬂ at the
céntre in a seattered nannergand the RanatalZoch statos of
Zamarupa in the westyall throughout tae “ralmaputra valley
in tho ﬁlains 0i Assoile

Therefnre.the intereacticus of the variables in the
| factors ond procosses appent enarmoucly_camp&e#.jq However,
it r@aains‘to be geon in the subsequent chapters as to how
far‘we can relate those definitione and tkohat extant we
con put theee theorice to test in ease of the ahom state
fornation from the pvallable date.

52%3 have followed here the conmon orthography siter
BhuyaneGait and cuha in keeping with the noms of ronun-
ciation 41 the Ascamecse language.To avoid possi
¢onfugiong,we have not followed the orthography of P.aogoi
{ne33) and of Je e Phtkan{ see %&%igggg_ggg,the Journal of the
Tal Yictoriecal 2 cultural society of Assolnguwanati,vol.ITI,
198690270 )0 . :

53”.%@15?19 7ol and the Tel Kingdomg,Cuvehatd Universi-
ty ‘9 1968, e

5*860 our discussions relating to aacondary state forua-
tion - at the eond of the next chapter.
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The ahom stote,in nany woysyresembles to the rise of
ti.e rogadhan kingdom of anclent IndineRoth had gold beoring
riversye large nunber of clephont population in the exton-
sive forests nnd were naturally fortified with sorrounding
hilles and mountainsesioth produced o highly centralised sutho-
rity v by doing ewny with petiy principalitiesjwiped out
foreign invasions and gave birth tc o cohesive unity of the
lond and 1%s poopla,

The thirtoonth century ascam uwot only witanossed the
“advent of the shous from the sast but aloo of tho Mussalmans
from ¢he west."he shomeiughal relations wark an loportant
epoch in the hictory of vedievel AssomeThile the first nade
Ascam tholir pormaneant home by broving repested invasions,the
gecund fplled to mnke n pmﬁanent footing although their . |
contributions wore no less in the soclo=politienl history of
ASBae |

The appearance of the ahoms in the politicel scone of
modicval aAcsom produced forereasching effects in the history
and eulture of the Northenst Indiaeiuinont suthceritieg on
Indian histom’ iorgely agree to this facte




Chapter VIIX
CONCYIURICN

General congiderastions

twhen exactly wes the phom gtate born in resam?ty ic
difficult to say conclusivelye.ve find that Med Sait has
made it plainly clear when he says that the process of
state formetion is &0 slow covering wide time and space
that even if the entire records are placed before us, it
would not be possible to say precisely when the state
begane

Thig is the most intricate problem faced by the stude=
nte of stato formation.Tt ic true that the state is no
one's discoiery.nor did it sprang up all on a sudden,
nelther it owee its origin to one or the other factor,
the mglﬁiplicity of which somectimes goes beyond the range
of human imagination.The stateybeing the creantion of human
civilisation,is as couplex ans the humasn phenomenon iteelf
ice '

In phomnts caseythe issues iavelved are more surugunte
ing.Firstlysa group of people from Upper Nurms known as
the *Tais' landed themselves in the wide valley of Upper
assar and after humbling the local Moran,Rorahi tribes,
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naned the land of their new acquisition as Mungdunghun-—

AKham,and in turn they got a new name as *phom' from

the local population.In due course,Mungdunshunkham was

losgt in the historical process,it was replaced by the
aAhom state and under the process of developument growing
thereaftery,the land of their new home came to be known
as Assamjthe ataté of the phoms,once again being replaced
by the state of ASsam.

Secondly, there were only some marginal differences
in theirltraditional culture between the migrant phoms
and the authocthones with almost an identical level in
commensality aﬁd connubium,economic base and in the
religious belief system tinged with animism,Therefore,
intermingling was easy in social spheres<But in the sphere
of civilization,the ahoms were in an advanced stage of
political culture.They lived in organised politiesyhad
improved means of agricultural technique particularly in
the practice of wet rice cultivation and above allyhad the
capacity for surplus productions.This was the main axle on
which the process of phom state formation began to move at
the very initial stage = in which the social symbiosis,the
congruency values and thé transaction flows played a major

rolee
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Thirdly, the migrating pahoms acquired Mungdunghunkham

througﬁ their armed might,In doing so,they neither liqui-
dated nor expelled the humbled population,but on the
contrary took them within their political systems,where
if not total consensus ,atleast partial consent was avai-
lable without any hurdles for further elaborations.That
isya sort of legitimacy was infused to the pAhom occupa-—
tionse.This was the situation atleast for the first three
generations of the phoms where assimilation was more on
reciprochal basiseThe conquerors made the lané they had
seized as their home and at the same time could éstablish
themsclves as a cohesive and distinct ruling body apart
from and above their new subjects.Unfortunately,we do not
have enough data to probe iunto this period o f state forma-
tion but by any stretch of imagination,it could not have
been other than thise.Because,by this time,in 1401 4 +Ds
the boundary between the Hara and the pahom kingdom was
finaglly settled and therefore,the birth of the phom state
was a reality in any sensece
fourthly,within the given time and space of three

hundred years,the phom gettlements in Upper Assam faced
no major happening.It was only by 1523,that the first major
clash took place with the powerful Chutiya stateeThus the
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rudimentary polity formation of the phoms during this
period,was still rooted in their southeast psisn heritage
which speaks of their egalitarian tribal level base of
social formations,more of,in an embryonic form,Thus the
interregnums or the internal conflicts were mostly confined
within the ruling body.It did not produce any serious inter—
nal contradiction 80 as to sweep over the existing social
formations or s0 as to generate such internsl social contra-
dictions necessitating the state per ge.Tribal level orga-
nisation still could continue,
But the situation could not remain as the samesThe

Ahomg displayed immense organisationsl capabilities in the
given ecological potentialities of thelr new homeland,
Agricultural surplus was ensured to set up a viable economy
and along with this their military capabilities also increa-
sedeThus the growth of phom power and prestige now visibly
manifestedsThis took the phoms to a state of confrontation
with the local powers.This was entirely a new turn in the
process of phom state formation.The conquest and absorption
0of the Chutiya state and the pushing back of the Kachari
power beyond the dDhansiri valley were of immense consequen—
ces which we have already profusely hughlighted,often
almost with repititions,in the chapters.To cut short the
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thematic dimensions,this much can be said that the
erstwhile tribal level organisation became incoupatible

to rule.New factors and variables provided the multiple
feed backs which worked up homogeneously leading to the
synthetic outcome = the state,i1f not state per se.(see

the gynthetic theory in appendices)

It all happened and began to take place during the

reign of Suhummung Dihingiya Rajae.Meanwhile,the Brahmani-
cal influence in the phom polity,provided a much needed
fill=up in the ideoclogy of the rhom s tate.The Rrahmins
grafted the pAhom legends into the Hindu Myths and ascribed
the Kshatriya character to the phom rulers by assigning
them heavenly lineages like the Indravamsi(god of heaven),

Suryavamei ( s0lar race) and the Chandravamsi(lunar race)
etcs The image of the kingship was s0 projected that in

the eyes of the totality it appeared as inviolable and
sacred in the person of the king,whichyin turnsled to the
growth of a despotic monarchy.Henceforth,the officiasl title
0f the king came to be known as Swargadev,in whém the state
was personified.Growth of a highly centralised authority
structure on hierarchical basisjthe institutionalisation

of the pyke system = all these in the name of the Swargadev
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came into being.Defence,butting ddwn rebellions,under-

taking of public works in the coastruction of roads,
ramparts and dykes,animated the phom rulers in which the
state fully manifested,

The process continuedjgained momentum;stimulated the
state building processesjaccelerated its pace during the
long reign of Sushengpha Pratap singha.p monolithic
bureaucratic structure sprang up with the creation of more
new offices.The pyke militia underwent reforms so as to
meet the challenges arising out of constant Muslim
invasions and to maintain the agricultursl productions
unabated at the same time.The system so built up sustained
the dreaded Muslim menace,inspite of the heavy set backs
during the reign of Jayadhwaj singha,till it was finally
wiped out during the reign of Gadadhar Singha,by 1681.

Meanwhile, the Bhuyans and the Koches were also absorbed
into the phom syndrome.,With this the character of the
population of the phom state changed greatly.There were
now more of Hindu population.Moreover,the rapid growth of
the neo-Vaishnavite movement with its increasing popularity
produced new dimensions in the polity of the phom state,
In the wake of the growing Hindu influence vis a vis the

neo~Vaishnavite movement, the climacteric of phom rule set in.




213

The civil constitution of the state faced the greatest
test evér,during the period of weak rulers,The signs
eroding the inviolability and sacredness of the phom
sovereign siar adeva,became apparent casting dark shadowse
Only strong znd efficient rulers like Gadadhar singho and
rudra singha with some sort of benevolent despotism,could
hold on to the system.Vith weak,inefficient and debauched
rulers,the system began to totter. |

Thie leads us to look into one of the most important
factors in the formation of the state.That is what has
been sald by the theorists that the state existed in its
capacity to reconcile the growing social contradictions
in an advancing society.This very important aspect,we
would be taking up again in the 'end of the statet in
order to arrive at an understanding oif the theoritical
validity as to what the state actually is.

Meanwhile,we may recapitulate what we have narrated so
far in the foregbing chapters,how far our definitions on
the state co=relateshow far the theories have been put to
test and finsglly how far our datza have helped us in find-

ing out the road to statehood.In doing so,we once again

heavily draw upon Claessecn and Skalnik,
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Hagon  FIEnInGs

I From definitions gpud theorics
The two main theories which very much relate to the

formation of the phom state are =(i)that the state emerged
out of the inequalities in ite s0ciazl organisstion in termé
of unegqual access to the resources which generslly came out
of birth,(ii)that the state emergedyonly through = useful
associat;on of the people or socinl roups having benifits
from the effective central authoritye.all other thoories
like the *conguest'! andtirrigation' are just intererelated
to these two theoritical aspects,

structurally,the shom state was an indeponcent sociow
aconomic organisation with 2 bounded territory and a2
hierarchnically structured highly contralised government,The
econony was rooted in the practice of wet rice sgriculturc
 which produced » surplus sustaining the state structure,
The population consisted of two main classos =the upper and
the lowereThe upper class included the sovereign,his rela-
-tives and the aristocracy,betier known as Saotznaria ahome
or the seven lineage based c¢lans who accompanied Sukaphae
- The lower c¢lass included the common masses known as pykes

plus the servitors like the bandiebeti,logua=likchow etc,
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The access to resources was based on ineguality and the
inequalityvcame out of birth,

Functionally, the phom state was in a continuous process
of growth tc regulate the relations between the truler' and
the 'ruled' the relations being characterized by the politi-
¢al dominance of the former and the tributary obligations
of the latter.The state was distinct from the society and
it was the highest central and political . authority which
had control over the greatest amount of coercive force.The
territory was divided into a loosely demarcated territorial
divisions by officers appointed from the Satgharia ahoums
and who responsible only to the monarch and who were instru-
mental in ensuring the continuity through a coastitutional
means,ie.es the powers of the three Gohains to depose an
inefficient or weak one and to elect a new one és replace-
ment,s The state maintained its integrity against the threat
of separation from within and agressions from without,

It served as the level of integration and as an instru-
ment of integrating the divergent ethnic groups.The govern-

ment had well defined Oorgans with the divisions of functio-
ms through the khel gystem =« the titles of some of the

officers itself suggesting this.The society was stratified
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in terms of unequal access to to the resources,political

power,status,wealth and prestige in which the element of

Hindu priesthood added new dimensionse.Finally,the central
government alone had the use of monopoly force.

IT Factors leading to statehood

we would now take up some of the factors,in utmost bri-
ef,which had a relatively direct influence in phom state
formation from the data already placed in the chaptlers.

The Qrganisational pattern of the phom state fully admi-
its of the characterstics of the psiatic mode of productio-

ns.The hydrsulic culture of the phoms or the irrigation
hypothesis was at the root of the feudalistic character of
the state.

The role of military adventurism or of conquest always
remains as a complex issue because of its momothetic value.
Howevery,it did have some deep influence in prhom's case as
shown by the conguests of the Chutiyas,Bhuyans,Xoch and
Kachari territories and thelr iucorporations.

The birth of the phom state .. = owes to the charisma-
tic and commanding dispositions of the rulers like Sukapha,
suhuamung Dihingiya Paja,sushenpha Pratap Singha, Supungmung
Chakradhwaj Singha, Supatpha Gadadhar singa,and Sukhrungpha
Rudra Singhae.Their roles are undeniable.
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while discuscing the galactic state structure we have
attempted tb show that the contacts with the neighbouring
states was one of the baalc-factors on way to the growth
of a fulle=fledged statechoodsThe various outlying states
were brought iato the orbit of the phom polity through
wars;conquests and matrimonial relations.The relations with
the neighbouring states had considerable contributions to
the formation of the Ahoﬁ states :

The pahoms were numerically poore.But with the conguests
and abéorptions of the local population,the state witness-
ed population growtheThe phom state needed more manpower

both for defence and production.Thus population growth, to
some extent,accelerated the formation of the state.But it
is to be noted that there was no role of population pressu-
re 80 ag to appear as major factor,

The state witnessed major internal conflicts.These
conflicts played a major role in the emergence of the state.
Because,in the reconciliation of the conflicts,the state
survived and it plainly brought out the fact the state
wag nececsary to reconcile snd regulate the affairs
arising out of these conflicts.Particularly,the internal
conflicts generated by the neo-Vaishnavite movement with
all its romifications put the pghom state on its toess
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The Brahmanical influence factor,with all its manifosta-
tions,happens to be the prime.movins one in the formation
0f the phom state.Because,ittranzformed the egalitariasn tri-
bal base to one of a monachical base and then to a feudal-
istic base which grew out of the agricultural routes.It

not only brought the legitimizstion to the pahom rule but
also it allied itself with the feudalistic cults of the
phoms to hold on to the unequal access td the resources.In
factyit contained the elementé 0f a multie-systemic process
which largely determined the processes thereafter,

The existence of social classes is discernible even
'pefore the aphoms began their state building process in
AssameThe phoms had alreadya three-tior stratified society
in the Chaopha,his relatives;the nobles(Chaophrangmung, the
Buragohain Chaocthaolung, the Borgohain and other)jand the
commoners,most probably the pals or the pykes.¥ith rhe
conguests and subjugations,the exploiter and the exploted
classes emerged to use it in Oppenheimer's sense.The non=-
ahom subjugated people were called by the phoms as kha or
Za(meaning slaves or culturally inferior non-phoms),who
became the object of exploitation for all purpose,although
slavery did not develop as an ingtitution as it wasg in the

Oreck and Roman Cases.
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It is conspicuous to note that the influence of trade
and comuerce was totally absent in the formation of the
pAhom state,7hatever it had,cannot be used for our pufpose.
why 4t did not develop is quite another matter.But the sta-

te had  pald very little attention to this aspect,has

been proved by some recent sources.Thus 3uha records.1
Dupleix cast aspersions on the business ethics of the

Assamese merchants and expressed doubts about the the

prospects of future deals as well.
although the period from 1681=-1769 was one of comparative
peace and prosperity,the trade and commerce of the stote
were utterly neglectezd,Therefore,this factor can be over-
ruled,atleact in case of the shom state formation,

we have cited some eleven possible governing factors
(chapterT,p.4) which might influence the formation of
states.0ur data now show that such factors invariably
governed the processes in the formation of the phom state,
Thegse provided the multiple feed backs,covering a multi-
systemic process.The oneg which had no influence at all,
have been mentgﬁed above.fowever,it is to be noted that
there is no clearecut measuring device to put these inte
real test because of the vastness of the data on the one
hand,and the enormous complexities particularly in

co=relating the factors and processes,on the other.pny way,

’Amalendu Guha,"Dupleixts Trade Mission to Assam,
1738=40" procecding of Northeast India Wistory association,
sixth sasgIon.agariéia,1935.p.235.
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we have atteﬁpted'where possible and in doing so it is not
unlikely that it might have been superfluous somewhere and

gsometimes. Tndeed the icsue is 50 aulti-casual that we

would conclude with what Cohen has observed :2

rach set of factors,or any particular factor,once it
develops,stimulate and feed back onto others which
are then made to change in the genersl dirsction of
statehoodsplthough its roots may be multiple,once a
society or group of them start developing towsrd early
statehood, the end is remarkably similar,nc matter
where it occurs. '

End of the state

Now once the warfares were overgagricultural production

was stabilised,the state witnessed a period of peace and
prosperity during the period from the reign of Rudra
gingha upto Rajeswar gingha.some of the internal contradic-
tions which appeared earlier,were now gettled 4in the
reign of rudra gingha.Thue when Rudra singha left,the phom
state was in 4its full menifestations but yet to do away with
the feudalistic cults g0 as to move toward a mature modern
state,. »
 The reign of nudra Singha is important and significant
for more than one reasone Mirstly,he was the first monarch
to evolve a 'Noftheaat' concopt through the state of Assam
by bringing into all the sorrounding states under one and
common flag in his attempt to put an end to the Mughal

Rengal menace for good,Secondly,it was he who strived for

aclaessen % Skalnik, The Zarly state see D624
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the social harmony irrespective of class=creed formations

by striking a balance in the socio-religious contradic-
tions.His was an Open way policy and encouraged outside
contacts.Tnspite of his illiteracy,he possessed exceptiona-
al intelliigence and power of intiative.No doubt,he was

one of the greatest of all pAhom kings.

Ath him the ideology,s¢ long sustained the phom state,
endedeAs long as the need to defend the state against
constant Mughal invasione as well as to maintain the pace
of agricultural produ_ctione existedythe ideology served
the purpose of the state.But once such issues were over
new dimensions of social antagonisms overtook the puom
- state.The relative peaceyzin factybrought to the fore,the
one pertinent question whether the feudalistic cult of the
state could continue further or there must be some changes
in the state authority structure,with necessary modiﬁ.da—
tions.The monarchs after Rudra Singha were weaklings and
at thelr behest the sanctity of the phom system was lost;
the bureacracy came to the top of highhandednessj,arbitrari-
ness and above all,the most cruclal questions arising out
of socio=religious iscues were handled ineptly,impoliti-

callye.They falled to visualise the coming events and let
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the things to take a deteriorating turn.The result was the
Moamoria factor which Maheswar Weog has termed it as
'intestinal commotions'.

Tt is true that no soclety can remain master of its
own system for a considerable long time.New issues with
new dimensions appeared as a challenge to the phom state-
hood.These burst open during the reign of Gaurinath singha
and the elimacteric period in the phom state set in.This
leads us to look into the very genesiz of the state.
Resides the questions of nature of power,the nature of
good government and the probleus of justice in human
affairs,'as a soclo=-political gystem,the state permits
greater iniquity within its population than any earlier
known form of association.why do people give up,or why they
are forced to give up.sd much local and individual autonomy
to become part of,and sihordinéte toydespotic,sometimes
quite cruel forms of government? «oe Why do thoze who
create such gyatems attempt the task of reshaping their
societies?(Capter I,p+7+) If we find answers to these,
perhaps,we may also find answers to such tintestinal commo-

tions'yand also perhapsj,answers to why and how the states

are formed and what actually the state is.
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perhaps,we may once again lean on Fuagels for an under-
standing of this unique phenomenon who has perceptively -
observed that :

The state is,therefore,by no means a2 power forced on
society from without; ... Rather,it is a product of
soclety at a certain stage of developmentj;it is the
admission that this society has become entangled in
an insoluble contradiction with itself,that it has
split into irreconcilable antagoniems which it is
powerless to dispel.put in order that these antagoni-
ans,classes with conflicting economic interests,
might not consume themselves and socliety in fruit-
less struggle,it becomes necessary to have a power
seeningly standing above society that would alleviate
the conflict,and keep it within the bounds of "order;
and this powersarisen out of society,but placing itself
above it,and alienating itself more and from it,is the
states(Chapter I,pells)

The irreconcilable antagonisms were the feudal=tribal
contradictions which we have narrated earlier(Chapter VII).
That the society failed to strike a reconciliation with
the substitution of a new "order" garks the end of the
state.Feudalism was decadent under the new forces of deve-
lopment.Could it have been replaced by a democratic
process 0f a modern stategare the questions still left to
be anéwered.se'that as it may,we may close our discussions

with this ideoclogical factor having some answers 1in the
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questions raised as to the formation of the state as seen
by Claessen and skalnik} :

- when the basic ideological concepts become empty
of meaning,then the end is near.an efficient
goveramental apparatus will be able for sometime
to conceal this,but the need for new concepts,
new ratinasligations,or a new myth of the society
nevertheless become apparent.an important point
to note in this regpect is the state hierarchyt's
increasing orientation towards property.lLand as
the basic means of production becomes an object
of private ownerchip and the state organisation
becomes an instrument in the hands of the members
of that social class which is defined by its
monopolistic control of the means of production,.
The mature state thus supplants the early state.

No further argument is necessary to prove this in
case of the pAhom state formation in pssam.Our data
have sufficiently reflected such trendse.pPerhaps,the
truthyand the whole truth,in the end of the state,
" is this.

5claessen & gkalnik,The E.rly State ees PeO34e



