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Unemployment in North East India:
Some Issues
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I Introduction

Widespread unemployment and under-employment along with poverty have
been two major challenges to development planning in India since indeperd-
ence. Consequently, alleviation of poverty and removal of unemployment have
been the major objectives of earlier five-year plans. These two problems still
persist though the degree and extent varies across regions in the country. Out of
these states, most of the states in the Northeastern region (NER) are considered
economically backward. : '

The NE region of India consists of seven states, namely, Arunachal Pradesh
(ARP), Assam (ASS), Manipur (MAN), Meghalaya (MEG), Mizoram (MIZ),
Nagaland (NAG) and Tripura (TRI). Individually, most of these states depict
lower level of economic development compared to even national averages as
suggested by the various indicators for which information is available except for
higher literacy rates. HE _

There had been growing concern about increasing unemployment as a vital
economic problem in NER. However, the extent and nature of unemployment is
not properly known for these states. In fact, very few attempts have been made in
the past to explain the various facets of unemployment at regional levels in India.
This is more so in the case among states in the NER where we have not come
across any systematic study dealing with this issue.

In this paper we provide an elaborate exposition of different facets of unem-
ployment within the NER. The main purpose of this paper is to analyse the
incidence of unemployment among the seven Northeastern states. This study
also highlights other relevant issues like relationship of unemployment with
education and poverty.
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Rest of the paper is divided in three parts. Next section deals with data and
methodology issues. This is followed by the discussion of empirical findings in
section 3. The conclusions are reported in section 4.

IT Data and C'pnceptual Issues

In this paper we use household level survey (unit record) data on employment
and unemployment in India. The data were collected by the National Sample
Survey Organization (NSSO). The reference period was the agricultural year (i.e.
July to June) 1993-94 (50" round). The survey covers all the states, including
NER and union territories of India, which are divided into 78 relatively homo-’
geneous agro-climatic regions.

The employment and unemployment data is further supplemented by ex-
penditure data collected from the same households during the survey. The
expenditure data provides the distribution of households according to their per
capita monthly total expenditure (PCTE). This has been used in this paper to
measure the incidence of poverty, which in turn was used to study its.relation-
ship with the incidence of unemployment. For the purpose of identifying the
poor households in NER states, we have applied the official poverty line (OPL)
used by Dubey and Kharpuri (1999).

To analyse the nature of unemployment, certain conceptual clarity is needed
In this connection first comes the concept of labour force, because the entire
population is not included in the labour force. Traditionally, adult segment of
population in the age group of 15 to 59 years (both included) is considered
economically active population and constitutes the “labour force”, though there
is no apparent restriction on people below and above this age group to parti-
cipate in economic activities. However, those out of this age group will not be
considered for calculating incidence of unemployment, in the current paper.

The population in the labour force is divided in two groups: those who are
working and those who are not working but the seeking and/or are otherwise
available for work. Observe that all those who are within the working age group
but neither working nor seeking or available for work are treated outside the
purview of the set of labour force, e.g., students, persons engaged in domestic
duties, rentiers, pensionérs, living on alms, disabled persons etc.

The well-accepted norm of employment stipulates that it is sufficient for a
person to be engaged in an economic activity for at least one hour or any day
during the period of reference to be classified as employed. There are also
implicit rules in the labour force framework according to which activity status
gets priority over inactivity. On the basis of this conceptual framework the un-
employment is considered to be an extreme situation of total lack of work.

For making unemployment statistics more reliable and meaningful, it is con-
ventionally reported according to time dimension also, i.e., a person is unem-
ployed since last one year, last one month or last one week prior to the date of
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survey by the NSSO. This is more relevant issue in a developing economy like
India, where large sections of the labour force gets employment in unorganised
sector like agriculture and household industries. Often the employment is
seasonal, infrequent and/or otherwise irregular. Accordingly, NSSO collects
information for three reference periods, one to capture the employment/
unemployment status for a long period in past one year and calls it the “Principal
Usual Status (PUS)”. The status prevailing for entire week is known as “Current
Weekly Status (CWS)”. The “Current Daily Activity Status (CDS)”, for a person is
determined on the basis of his/her activity status on each day of the reference
week. A person is considered employed.for the entire day if he/she had worked
for at least four hours during the day. '

The PUS measures the status of person, which prevailed over a “long last
period”. People belong to this category can be called chronically unemployed.
This type of unemployment is, supposedly the lowest in a developing economy,
because most of unemployed by this definition cannot afford to remain un-
employed for a very long period. The CWS reduced the reference period to one
week. At this juncture it is important to mention that CWS measures the
unemployment in a more precise way, i.e., if during the reference week a person
is employed even for one hour on any of the seven days of the week, is termed
as ‘employed’ for that week, even though he has been unemployed for rest of
the days in the reference week.

In order to tackle this tricky issue NSSO, also, collects the statistics on the
current activity status on daily (actually half day) basis for all the days of refer-
ence week. This gives the information on period of unemployment during the
week for a person. In an aggregated form total unemployed person-days can be -
estimated and when divided by total number of labour force days gives rate of
unemployment what is termed as “on daily basis”. This rate, however, does not
- give unemployment rate as described by PUS and CWS. -

In this paper, we have discussed first two types of unemployment, i.e., on the
'PUS and CWS basis to investigate the incidence of unemployment among the
states in the NER. ‘Besides these, we have used information on age and sex of all
the members of surveyed households along with their social group and consump-
tion levels. This allowed us to look at various aspects of the incidence of unem-
ployment like, youth unemployment, unemployment by the social group and
education levels as well as the relationship between poverty and unemployment.

III Empirical Findings

In this section we report the incidence of unemployment among the seven states
of the NER. We have also, reported for the purpose of comparison, wherever
possible, the all India figures with the NER figures.
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Population structure

Table 1 reports the gender-wise distribution of population among the seven states
and the NER, i.e., the sex ratio (number of females per thousand of males). This

ratio is higher in Manipur and Meghalaya but lower in the remaining of the five
sates compared to all India average. Mizoram, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Aruna-
chal Pradesh have Scheduled Tribes as the most dominant population group. In
general, all the NER states have higher percentage of Scheduled Tribes pop-
ulation (higher than all India average of about 8 percent).

Population distribution between the rural and urban sectors of the region is
such that 87.6 percent population lives in the rural areas. This is much lower (72
percent, 2001) at all India level. This is indicative of predominant rural sector with
lower degree of urbanization in NER. Within the rural sector of NER, all the
seven states have higher population of Scheduled Tribe population. Tripura is the
only state where Scheduled Caste population is found to be as high as 21.99 per-
cent where as Nagaland, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh
have less than 1 percent total rural population belong to Scheduled Caste group.
Similar population distribution holds in the urban sector except that SC popula-
tion is slightly higher (than 1 percent in rural sector) in ARP and MEG.

Labour force participation

Recall that labour force is defined as the subset of the population in 15-59 year
~age group, who are either employed, or unemployed and seeking/available for
work. Table 2 reports the salient features of labour force among the NER states
for rural and urban sectors. This table details the rate of labour force participation
and proportion of population out of labour force, which can be derived
conveniently. For example, 55.39 percent of persons in NER are in labour force;
consequently, 44.61 per cent (i.e., 100.00 — 55.39) persons are out of labour force.

The table also, suggests that the labour force participation rates for rural male
varies in the range of 65-92 percent and for rural female 16 to 74 percent.
Similarly, in the urban areas, male labour force participation rates vary between
67-80 percent and for the females it is 14-40 percent. The economically active
population ratios are on the higher side in the rural sector in comparison to the
corresponding figures for the urban sector of NER. However, compared to
national average, proportion of persons belong to labour force in NER is
smaller for both males and females. This gap is much higher for females, which
shows that relatively a large section of female population does not participate in
the economic activities. The male female differential is more striking within the
NE states, where, female labour participation is lowest among the states like
Assam, Nagaland and Tripura. On the contrary, Meghalaya and Arunachal
Pradesh have much higher (68.53 and 63.16 percent respectively) proportmns of
female labour forces than all India average (32.92 percent).
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Status of unemployment

Table 3 reports the incidence of unemployment based on principal usual activity
status (PUS) by sex and place of residence. The figures presented in the form of
-rate of unemployment are based on the concept of usual activity, taking in to
account the principal status and subsidiary status. It is to be noted that this type of
unemployment represents the situation where people remained unemployed for
fairly longer period (one year) and called ‘chronically’ unemployed. This indicates
relatively persistent structural unemployment in these states.

The figures shown in the table are in terms of rate of unemployment. In fact
this rate represents the total number of unemployed persons in a particular
group divided by the total number persons belonging to labour force in the
same group in percentage form. For example, 1.49 percent of rural males are
unemployed in Arunachal Pradesh out of the total labour force of the rural male
in Arunachal Pradesh. The rates based on the usual status approach would be
pointers about the relatively persistent unemployment situation during the refer-
ence year, i.e. 1993-94.

First, the incidence of unemployment in the NER at 5.73 percent is almost
double to that at all India level. Gender-wise break-up shows that it is about
three times higher among the females in NER. Among the NE states, the unem-
ployment rate is highest (7.91 percent) in Assam. The degree of unemployment
is lowest in Meghalaya (0.4%) and other NE states like Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur and Mizoram having the rates lower than all India. Nagaland shows
the second highest male unemployment rate among the NER states after the
Assam. The unemployment rates for rural males vary between 0.5-6.0. percent
and for rural females from 0-15 percent, similarly, for urban males from 0.5 to 7
percent and for urban females 0.7-32 percent for NE States.

General trends that can be highlighted are that the degree of unemployment
is significantly higher in urban sectors than rural sector in the NER like at all
India level. However, unemployment rate in the rural sector is much higher
than at all India level of which the major contribution is coming from female
unemployment.

In rural sector of the NER, the percentage of unemployment for females is
highest for Assam (14.56 percent) followed by Tripura(9.32 percent). But in the
remaining five states, there is lesser degree of unemployment for rural females.
Higher female unemployment in rural Assam may be because of the division of
work in agricultural practices is strictly gender biased in favour of male and
against the female labourers whereas this may not be true in the case of other
tribal dominated NE states." The female unemployment rates are higher in
Assam (31.80 percent), followed by Tripura (21.06 percent) comparing to all
India average (8.81 percent).

As noted earlier, the unemployment on weekly basis suggests that a person is
~ called unemployed if he/she remained unemployed on the all the seven days of
the referenced week, but was ‘seeking and available’ for work at the time of
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survey conducted by the NSSO. This measures the unemployment for relatively
shorter period. Table 4 reports the mmdence of unemployment based on
current weekly status (CWS).

It is evident from table 4 that the incidence of unemployment based on CWS
is higher than we got on the basis of PUS for both NER as well as for all India
level. This result is expected as the CWS reflects under-unemployment also.”
Unlike the incidence of unemployment reported in table 3, the NER states have
lower incidence of unemployment compared to all India. But by the place of
residence, the unemployment rate is higher in the NER than all India in the
urban sector with a prominent female bias. Within the states in the NER, Assam
and Tripura have very high unemployment rates in both rural and the urban
sectors. Other sates have much lower incidence compared to all India.

Unemployment of youth

In recent times, there has been a strong concern expressed by various social
scientists, youth organizations and student groups in NER that there is very high
incidence of unemployment among youth in almost all the states. To investigate
this point, we tabulated the incidence of unemployment in five age groups, 15-
23, 24-32, 33-41, 42-50 and 51-59 years based on CWS.

Table 5 shows that indeed the incidence of unemployment is highest in the first
two age groups among the states in the NER compared to national level. However,
it is in the urban sector that male unemployment among the youth is phenomenally
higher at over 77 percent compared to national average of nearly 40 percent. Fur-
-ther, male unemployment in rural sector is as high as 38.41 percent in the age
group 15-23 years, whereas female unemployment is higher in 24-32 age group.
This proportion is significantly higher than all India average. Male unemployment
in the age group 15-23, under which most of the youth finish their education and
achieve the adulthood, such high youth unemployment is alarming.

This observation motivated us to take-up the issue of youth unemployment
in more detail. For this purpose state-wise distribution of unemployment with in
the age group 15-23 years is reported in table 6. The proportion of youth unem-
ployment is in general higher in NER compared to all India levels. But Assam
and Tripura are having highest level of youth unemployment. It is significantly
high for both males and females in rural sector of Assam.

As mentioned earlier, the youth unemployment is higher in urban sector of
NER, but state-wise distribution suggests that Tripura has highest male youth
unemployment (17.35 percent) followed by Assam (14.64 percent). Female
youth unemployment is highest for Nagaland (19.02 percent) followed by
Tripura (17.47 percent) and Assam (16.92 percent).

- Alarmingly higher level of unemployment is given as one of the major
explanation for youth unrest, root cause for on going insurgencies and social
tensions in these states. This requires an immediate attention of policy makers
and planners.



214 Nirankar Srivastav and Amaresh Dubey

Unemployment and education

Table 7 presents the distribution of unemployed by their level of education. The
entire population is divided in to four groups, illiterate, literate but below primary,
above primary and below secondary and secondary and above. Table clearly
shows that at all India levels, the majority of unemployed are illiterate. It declines
as we go down the column. Thus, the incidence of unemployment declines with
the increasing level of education. This trend is more clearly visible for rural India,
whereas urban India has highest proportion of unemployed coming from the
education level above primary and below secondary level education.

We get a completely different picture in the Northeastern states. In the rural
sector of NER, the highest proportion of unemployed is not the illiterate. This is
indicative of higher literacy rate even in the rural sector both for male and -
female populations. As pointed out earlier, this is more so, for urban sector of
NER, where only 6.65 percent of unemployed are illiterate and about 50
percent of unemployed belong to above primary and below secondary level of
education. Significantly higher level of unemployed (27.45%) have educational
level secondary and above.

This finding suggests that jobs in the urban sector require higher investment
in human capital development. The finding that even in the highest education
category, there is alarmingly high incidence of unemployment in the NER
suggests that the job opportunities in the urban formal sector are almost
approaching saturation level.” With very little investment going in the
manufacturing sector among the states in NER, the employment situation is
unlikely to improve in the coming years.

Une_mployment and poverty

In development economics literature, we find a close link between poverty and
unemployment. It is suggested that people are poor because they are unemploy-
ed. On the contrary, some economists suggested that poor person couldn’t
afford to remain unemployed for longer period and take up the first available
opportunity of unemployment even on lower wage and adverse job conditions.
To analyse this aspect we estimated the proportion of unemployed who are
living below and above the standard poverty line.

Table 8 has the incidence of unemployment among the households divided
into two mutually exclusive groups, poor and non-poor for NER and also at all
India level for rural and urban sectors separately. Recall that the poor house-
holds have been identified using state-wise official poverty line (Planning Com-
mission poverty line) and NSS expenditure distribution of the households for
the two sectors separately. The rate of unemployment is based on current
weekly status (CWS). At all India level the incidence of unemployment among
the poor households is higher than of those who are unemployed and coming
from non-poor households in both rural and urban sectors. But this situation is
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reversed in case of NER. The rate of unemployment is lower among the poor
compared to non-poor households. This observation is more pronounced in the
urban sector of NER, where proportion of unemployed in the poor households
is as low as 4.86 percent than 11.77 percent in the non-poor group.

This could imply that at all India level unemployment appears to have a
causal link with poverty. This linkage appears more clearly in the rural sector.
But in the NER lower incidence of unemployment among the poor implies that
the rural workers are willing to take up jobs at prevailing wages. In urban sector,
however, the implication could be that those who are in the labour force are
willing to wait to take up work that is more rewarding. This could also be due to
weaker causal link between poverty and unemployment, especially in the urban
sector of NER. However, this result should be taken with a caution because
relationship between poverty and unemployment is a complex one. An in depth
analysis of this issue is reqmred to unravel the linkages. -

Unemployment among social groups

Table 9 reports the degree of unemployment by social groups for the NER and
all India. At all India level, unemployment is higher among the SCs and lowest
among the STs. Similar result holds for rural India. In the urban sector also SCs
continue to have highest incidence of unemployment followed by the STs. The
lowest proportion of unemployed is in the group OTH. In the NER too, exactly
same pattern holds at the aggregate level as well as in the rural sector. It is in the
urban sector where unemployment rate is highest in the OTH group:

It is interesting to note that the rate of unemployment among the STs is least
in both the sectors of NER. Most surprising is the highest incidence of unem-
ployment among OTH households. One possible explanation could be that the
highest proportion of OTH households is in Assam and could be migrants from
neighbouring countries.

The lowest incidence of unemployment among the STs compared to SCs in
the NER could be due to the fact that STs have access to land, forest and other
common property resources. The SCs on the other hand are scattered lot and
often do not have access to these resources. Other explanation could be that STs
have higher education level that could have resulted in better access to public
sector jobs. These issues and its relationship with unemployment require detalled
investigation.

V Concluding Remarks

In this paper, we investigated the incidence of unemployment among the seven
Northeastern states of India and compared it with all India figures. We used
household level data on employment and unemployment collected by the
NSSO for the year 1993-94. The level of unemployment has been estimated
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considering the principal usual activity and current weekly status of the persons

in the working age group of 15-59 years. -

The incidence of unemployment in NER is in general higher than national
‘average. It is highest for Assam among these states. The data suggest that the
common belief that youth unemployment is high in NE states is indeed true.
There is an urgent need of all out efforts for a “job oriented economic growth”
Encouraging non-farming activities in the rural areas and enlarging the scope of
economic activities in urban areas. It may help in creating additional employ-
ment opportunities. The improved intra- and inter-regional trade links coupled
with international trade links with neighbouring countries like Myanmar,
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Nepal could create additional employment opportuni-
ties in the long run. Of course, these linkages might not take shape unless

proper infrastructural facilities are created. But how this could materialize is the

biggest challenge for the policy makers in the region.
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Notes

1 Saikia (1989) also observed that by and large, women do not go for wage employment
in agricultural sector of Assam except when driven by acute economic hardship.
92 Recall that under CWS, a person is classified as unemployed even if he might have
been employed in the earlier weeks.
'3 In the NER, urban formal sector consists of jobs in the government and other related
service sector like education.
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Table 1: Demographic and Social Group-wise Distribution of Population
in the NER States in (1993-94)

States Rural - Urban : Total

Sex ~ST* SC* -Gen Sex ST* SC* Gen. Sex ST*. SC* Gen
Ratio Ratio Ratio '

ARP 914 1640 0.20 83.39 841 4.13 5.20 90.68 912 16.05 0.34 83.60
ASS 836 14.15 9.23 76.62 910 4.18 7.13 88.69 843 13.14 9.02 77.85
MAN 982 3896 0.09 60.95 943 8.27 0.52 91.21 966 26.88 0.26 72.86
MEG 957 81.38 0.07 18.55 952 62.64 4.33 33.02 957 78.79 0.66 20.55
MIZ 887 86.28 0.32 13.40 955 98.08 0.63 1.29 908 90.01 0.42 9.57
NAG 902 95.04 030 4.76 715 67.39 1.24 31.37 848 87.66 0.33 12.01
TRI 923 12.36 21.99 65.65 982 3.20 1542 81.38 931 11.14 21.12 67.74
NER 864 20.68 8.81 71.04 917 7.16 591 79.50 871 1993 7.99 72.09
INDIA 944 10.22 20.12 69.66 904 290 12.67 84.43 933 8.40 18.27 73.34

Source: National Sample Survey (NSS) 50th Round (1993-94).
Note: * denotes thal the figures are the percentages of the respective social groups out of the tota]
population of the respective states.

Table 2: Labour force in the North Eastern states in the
Age Group of 15-59 in 1993-94

States Rural Urban Total |

Male Female Persons Male Female Persons Male Female Persons
ARP 7920 64.52 - 72.14 79.00 1654 51.13 79.19 63.16 71.50
ASS ' 84.60 16.12 53.00 78.00 1531 4892 83.84 16.03 52.54
MAN 70.71 34.31 52.54 69.00 1498 41.50 69.94 26.83 48.30
MEG 02.81 74.29 83.76 80.00 30.85 56.12 91.03 68.53 80.05
MIZ 81.57 47.53 65.49 76.00 40.01 57.94 79.70 45.04 63.06
NAG 65.88 18.40 43.56 67.00 15.66 4525 66.26 17.71 44.01
TRI 8298 17.49 51.10 79.00 21.45 50.43 82.40 18.05 51.01
NER 8847 25,83 56.44 76.00 17.82 48.46 82.50 24.77 - 55.39

ALL INDIA 88.38 37.35 63.19 83.00 20.05 53.19 86.85 3292 60.54

Source: As in Table 1.
Note: The figures spell out labour force as a percentage of the total population in the age group
15-59 years.
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Table 3: Rate of Unemployment (Principal Usual Activities)
in the NER States in 1993-94

M

States Rural - Urban Total

: Muale Female Persons Male Female Persons Male Female Persons
~ ARP 1 B0 05T ekl .0.06 5 B0 148 - 140 . 061 . 112
b ey EET 1456 764" 645 3180 1012 651 1643 791
MAN Gk .. 086 194 360 383 364 LT 160987
MEG 048" 000 0257 /148 "85 198 055 021 G4l
MIZ g RYS SR VSO - 054 - 187 0.735unelulS
NAG 346 006 . .hok i 013 703" 710 280 “1.59 . 339
TRI 167" 9132 »-2.04 7 6,78 21.06+: 9.74 = 2,33 11.29°" 388
NER 505 B0L “H8 CEAY 1996 783 S00 8.12 9573

ATE INTAEA . O 16, 150 v 1.0% . A7 . BAl 543 287 264277

Source: As in Table 1. .
Note: The figures denote the proportion of unemployed persons out of the total labour force (15-
59 years).

Table 4: Rate of Unemployment (Current Weekly Status) in the
Labour Force among the NER States in 1993-94

m

States Rural Urban ' Total
Male Female Persons Male Female Persons Male Female Persons
ARP 104 168 181 1.91 4.60 3.00 194 1.72 - 184
ASS G656 032 981 1287 1361 1320 BO9% 968 982
MAN 3895 396 396 4.94 4.61 4.77 423 4L15 &i®
MEG 053 073 0.63 290 3.16 3.02 0.70 0.89 0.79
MIZ 200 186 194 034 050 041 1.56 148 « LO%
NAG 247 150 201 10.15 1233 1107 436 3.77 4.09
TRI 793 748 785 - 1574 1879 1726 835 9.)478I2
" NER 294 781 758 1055 1122 1086 IB  TH8iakH7R

ALLINDIA 761 749 755 1029 985 1008 8.17 797 807

Source: As in Tablel.
Note: As in Table 1.
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Table 5: Age Group-wise distribution of Unemployment among the
States in the NER (in Percent) in 1993-94

Regions M/F 15+23 24-32 33-41 42-50 51-59 Total
NER: Rural Male 38.41 30.45 8.96 122 9.99 100
Female 803 2875 1805 2974 1453 100
Persons = 28.3 2987 1208 1821 1008 - At
All India: Rural Male 3596 . @3 1517 T13.72 895 100

- Female 33.21 2416 - 16.46 - 17.34 8.83 100
Persons 3465 23 1578 1545 8.89 100

NER: Urban Male 7701 0Bt S6L. 84 s 88300
. Female 3702 30.06 888 1711 693 100
Persons 66.99 16.4 4,93 7.09 4.59 100

L A TSt 39.86 975 1136 124 888 100
Beruale 3599 92198 16.17 1821 843 100
Petsons ' 3774 2498  13.56. 1505 8.67 100

NER: All Male 3099 . 2855 14.19 13837 893 100
Female 3371 202 1639 - 1158 873 100

Persons 3545 w87 15211 1584 8.84 100

All India: All Male 49.74 2499 7.39 9.71 8.18 100

Female 14.83 = 29.03 1612 27.09 - 1293 100

Persons 38.63 « 3271017 1524 :9.69 100

Source: As in Table 1.

Table 6: Status of Youth Unemployment (in the age group of 15-23 years)
in NER in 1993-94

States NER Rural NER Urban NER Total
Male Female Persons Male Female Persons Male Female Persons
ARP 248 . 2.13 2.2 399 6.83 5.61 2.50 223 238
ASS 1085:i11:86; 1108 1464 1692 15.72 1113 1182 1144
MAN 349 3.69 3.59 446 6.01 558 3.76. 452 4.15
MEG 0.67 1.04 085 585 2.09 402 094 1.09 1.01
MIZ 217 TS 220 - 0.17 039 0.28 1.72 - 1.95 1.83
NAG 1.66 (.82 120 ‘877 102 1182 342 4328 ' 32
TRI 708 . 797 749 1735 1747 1741 8.19 922 8.67
NER 8.63 8.79 8.70 11.7F 1358 12062 8.88 9.24 9.04

ALLINDIA 792 775 784 1178 1083 1136 - 874 838 - 8.57
Source: As in Table 1.
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Table 7: General Educational Standard of Unemployed in 1993-94
W

Educational Standard NER : - All India
| | ' Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total
Illiterate 2648  6.65 23.87 53.25 25.03 45095
Literate Primary 28.78 1634 27.14 2292 2356 23.08
Above Primary but Below Secondary 31.47 49.56 33.86 18.34 33.66 22.30
Above Secondary 13.20 2745 15,13 550 17.76  8.67

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 °
Source: As in Table 1. :

. Table 8: Unemployment among the Poor and Non-poor in 1993-94
. :

Economic Group NER All India
| Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total
‘Unemployed among the Poor YOl - 486" 6395 918 1056 - 744
Unemployed among the Non-poor 808 “L177 "~ 8.65°" 632" 979" 710"
Total | /.94 “10.86° "786 755 10.08 "'5.99

Source: As in Table 1.

Table 9: Unemployment among the Social Groups in 1993-94
M

Social Group i NER All India
‘ - Rural Urban Total Rural Urban  Total
Scheduled Tribe 436 420 435 575 1072  6.08
Scheduled Castes 59953 780 9930 1220 1470 T80
Others BO0 11 T8I 680 9.8 el

. Total . 7.54 10.86 7.80 78 " 1Ous .. 8oe
Source: As in Table 1. ; |




