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W hen Teachers Need Schooling
THE new s report that the teacher o f  a missionary 
school in Dangar. East Khasi Hills subjected a stu­
dent o f  C lass 6  to the most humiliating experience 
o f  putting a garland o f  shoes around the student’s 
neck because that student couldn't speak English is 
outrageous. The question that arises is whether these 
are trained tcachcrs and if  trained then which institute 
trained them to adopt such derogatory practices? It 
would be good ta know the Institute from which they 
graduated and whether such methods are still being 
taught to shame students who can’t speak a foreign 
language. That the Institution where this ghastly 
incident happened is named Mary Immaculate LP 
and UP School is ironic because missionary schools 
are supposed to be cmpathctic towards students and 
to try and understand the reasons why they cannot 
follow or understand a particular subject and speak a 
foreign language. In the first place the teaching skills 
o f  the teacher Hm self/hersclf is called to question 
here. The two staff who assisted in garlanding the 
poor student with shoes are o f  course sim ply fol­
lowing orders.

What is education i f  not to help the students 
learn life skills and to find the strength to overcome 
weaknesses? S.ire the school teaches children to 
read, write, speak and express themselves because 
those are the basic skills. Children should also be 
taught communication skills and articulation in a 
language they are most comfortable in. The problem 
with teaching English to rural students is that they 
have no one at school or at home with whom they 
can converse in the language. Most schools have 
students o f  only one ethnic community and there 
is a hcsitance to speak English with som eone from 
the sam e triba background. Children can learn 
English as they grow up and interact with others 
who don't spca< the vernacular language and such 
schools are mostly located in the urban areas or the 
suburbs. These are difliculties that teachers need to 
understand and therefore to find the right pedagogy 
to teach English.

Schooling is more than just learning to speak 
English. Children learn social skills and learn to 
interact with each other. They learn active listen­
ing and also to accept differences and to help their 
classmates when needed. These are interpersonal 
skills that schools inculcate in their students from 
an early age. It leaches them to live life beyond the 
classroom . Above all. teachers should em power  
children to think critically and not agree to eveiy- 
thing but to ask questions when they are in doubt. 
Children must be so empowered that they would not 
fear m aking mistakes. That’s  real education. But is 
that happening in our schools? Evidently not because 
teachers themselves are not educated enough. And 
that is the mor<J tragedy here. A child is ridiculed 
merely for not sneaking English and the punishment 
has scarred him’her forever. The child may not want 
to enter another classroom ever! Isn’t that a murder 
o f  the child's hopes and aspirations? Is this what 
teachers are schooled to do?

By Reklta M  Sltangpliang

A nti-B JP  a llian ce  India ra ises 
stakes fo r M od i-led  N D A

BJP plans to upstage 
Stalin in Tamil Nadu 
for Lok Sabha seats

By S.Sethuraman

the K ditor

A Sham  
Interview

Editor
Through you r esteem ed 

daily  1 would lik ; to  high­
light a very distressing and 
traum atising ordeal that wc 
a s  a sp ir in g  teachers w ho 
arc a lready in  the teaching 
profession but would like to 
get a sanctioned post which 
is a dream  o f  a ll teachers, 
a rc  facing.

A s a sp iring  candidates 
who wait to gain experience 
in the teaching field we were 
happy to  see an advertise­
ment for a sanctioned post 
in Tirol Singh M cnorial Col­
lege . M airang which even 
a ppeared in The Shillong 
Times on November 1.2 0 2 1 
for various posts o f Assistant 
Professors . As has been the 
c ase  now . there  is an o f­
ficial notification on the age 
bar fixed at 37 as the upper 
limit by the Government o f  
M eghalaya, so the sam e has 
been clearly mentioned in 
the advertisement, "A ge as 
per G ovt Rules’*. But what 
is su rp ris in g  is w hen the 
interview happened this past 
m onth a candidate from the 
Political Science department 
w ho is above 42 years is  a l­
lowed to appear for the inter­
view  and might even swing 
ii in liis ravuu i.A sw ico f iliu 
candidates 1 am  aghast by 
this blatant flouting o f  rules 
w hich they themselves claim

to com ply w ith by declaring 
in the advertisem ent.

If  this is the  case then the 
D H TE which is the nodal 
au tho rity  here  m ust com e 
clean with an official state­
ment w hether the  a ge  bar 
limit is in place o r done away 
with. If  the age bar is upheld 
then this entire process has 
lost its purpose  a nd  fresh 
advertisem ent is needed as 
there arc  m any candidates 
who did not apply because 
o f  the age bar m entioned in 
the advertisement and hence 
have missed the opportunity. 
Secondly, the college has to 
g ive  an  exp lanation  a s  to 
why it acted contrary to its 
ow n advertisem ent c learly  
m entioning that the age bar 
is applicable and at whose 
behest is  it bending the rules 
to suit one individual.

I therefore request the au­
thorities concerned to clarify 
on this m atter so that the life 
and  careers o f  m any hard 
w ork ing  people w ho have 
toiled day and night does not 
go to  waste. Moreover, this 
sort o f  favouritism  low ers 
the m orale o f  the teaching 
c o m m u n ity  s in c e  peop le  
who can pull the strings can 
do whatever they want. I also 
request the H onourable High 
C ourt to  take cognizance o f  
this issue in the interests o f  
all who w ant to be in the pro­
fession through hard work 
and dedication .

Yours etc., 
Ban Lyngdoh, 

Via email

"Trees are sanctuaries. 
Jf 'hoever knows how lospeak  
to  them, whoever knows how  
to  listen to  them, can learn 
the truth "

. ..H e rm a n n  Hesse 
The much debated Forest 

C onservation  A m endm ent 
Bill 2023 recen tly  passed 
by the Lok Sabha has drawn 
much m edia a tten tion  and 
h a s  e v o k ed  n e g a tiv e  r e ­
sp o n se  a m o n g st e n v iro n ­
ment enthusiasts .forest and 
c lim ate  action  groups and 
activists all over the country 
voicing their concerns about 
the p o te n tia l se tb ac k s  o f  
the proposed am endm ent to 
the  Fo rest (C onse rva tion ) 
Act 1980. They have been 
h o ld ing  peacefu l d e m o n ­
strations in Delhi and more 
than 16 states over the last 
couple o f  tlays. M any pan 
India action  citizen groups 
like Clim ate Front India.Lct 
I n d i a  B r e a t h e .Y o u t h  
f o r  H im a la y a ,W a r r i o r  
Moms.Fricnds o f  Karth( India) 
to  nam e a few a lso  jo ined  
hands in nationwide twect- 
storm along with many con­
servationists .Ecologists and 
rura l and  u rban  c itiz en s  . 
So w hat is the crux o f  the 
problem ? W hat is the main 
dem and o f  the cam paign ? 
Why has the proposed Bill 
raised concern and resistance 
?  A nd the  m ost im portant 
question- W hat impact will 
the bill have on the tribes 
and forest dw ellers o f  the 
North-East ?  To probe deeper 
into all these questions we 
need to understand the h is­
torical proccss whereby the 
traditionally-held rights o f  
the forest com m unities have 
been progressively curtailed 
th rough  d ifferen t g o v e rn ­
ment polieies.m anagcm ent 
and legislations. T his would 
give us an idea on how the 
post-colonial sta te  has not 
changed m uch in  term s o f  
state m onopoly over rights 
and exclusion o f  indigenous 
forest communities. 
Colonial Fore*stry in  India 

I ill the lust years ot 
their rule, the British never 
felt the need to  interfere into 
the forest lantls which were 
mostly designated a s com ­
munity lands o r a t the most 
‘royal fo re s ts ’ w h ich  b e ­
longed to kings and nobles. 
In fact it w as no t until the 
middle o f  the nineteenth cen­
tury .that the Raj witnessed a 
‘fierce onslaught* on India's 
forests. They w ere attracted 
by the vast natural w ealth 
which could generate com ­
mercial value through timber 
which w as in high dem and in 
E ngland fo r ship building. 
This led to  the first concerted 
effort o f  the British G overn­
ment to introduce the Forest

T eachers 
should not 
m urder the 

talents o f  
children

Editor,
W hile education is meant 

to  "no u rish  and  nu rtu re"  
young minds, recent events 
in Dangar. Fast Khasi Hills, 
have exposed the most dc- 
spicablc reality that threatens 
to  "m urder the talents" o f  
tenderchildren. Yes, the inci­
dent o f  corporal punishment 
at the Mary Immaculate LP 
and UP School under SSA 
has literally sent chills down 
the spine o f  the readers. The 
incident, which took place on 
July 21. involved a student 
o f  C lass 6  being subjected 
to a degrading punishment 
for not being able to  speak 
E nglish. T he head tc‘acher 
and tw o sta f f  members a l­
legedly coerced the student 
into wearing a garland made 
o f  shoes and slippers - an act 
exclusively meant to  shame 
and h u m ilia te  the  te n d er 
child. T his cruel punishment 
is not only an assault on the 
child's dignity but also kills 
his inner calibre.

M o reo v e r, it is  o u tra ­
geous that the student was 
further forced into cleaning 
dustbins where the teacher 
allegedly spits after chewing 
betel nuts. Such demeaning 
treatment o f  a  child should

Act 1865 which w as the first 
Formal A ct tfcat introduced 
the two categories o f  forests- 
Rcscrvcd and Unreserved / 
Protected Forests. This was 
a landmark legislation which 
put a blanket ban on illegal 
felling o f  trees. T his w as also 
the first ever comprehensive 
piece o f  legislation that gave 
East India Company the right 
o v e r  fo rests in India  thus 
intervening on the traditional 
rights o f  the forest dwellers. 
The Forest Act o f  1865 was 
then replaced 13 years later 
b y  the Indian Forest Act o f  
1878 w hich turned ou t to  
be even more stringent and 
comprehensive than the pre­
v ious Act.

It is interesting to note that 
the provision} o f  the 1878 
A ct served as a  catalyst for 
future Forest Acts and legis­
lations leading the way to a 
centralized system of control 
even till post-Independence 
period. Dietrich Brandis was 
appointed as the first Inspec­
to r G eneral o f Forests who 
is today remembered as the 
'F a th e r o f  Indian Forestry* 
for his intensive policy o f  
survey and mapping o f  every 
nook and com er o f  forests 
in India. H ow ever the A ct 
o f  1878 brought much d is­
content amongst the forest 
com m unities because it 
w as  found  that the 3 c a t­
egories o f  land -Reserved. 
Protected and Village forests 
w ere m ostly state controlled 
that served  Imperial in te r­
ests. It w as under such cir­
cumstance's that this period 
w itnessed a series o f  forest 
conflicts and sruggles one o f  
w hich is from our very own 
s ta te  o f  M eghalaya w hen 
the ‘tim id anJ subm issive’ 
G aros under .he leadership 
o f  Sonaram Sangma and over 
I lakh G aros add ressed  a 
memorandum to Lord Minto, 
the  V iceroy and G overnor 
G eneral o f  India and fought
fwi d c -io c iv d iu ii e»f fuicsls 
a s  e a r ly  a s  1879. A new  
phase o f  forest management 
began with the introduction 
o f  the  railw ay netw ork in 
response to colonial interest 
o f  augmenting trade le'ading 
to  w an ton  d is t ra c t io n  o f  
forests.

I t is againsi this backdrop 
that the British rule marks an 
important hisiorical impact 
on what wc see today which 
is nothing but an ‘im prin t 'o f  
the colonial past. The Forest 
(Conservation) Amendment 
Bill 2023 sccns to be another 
bolt from the blue  from the 
p a s t. A m ids; d o u b ts  and  
fear a s to whether this Bill i f  
passed may dilute tribal cus-

be condem ned. W ell, th is 
incident shotld  "serve a s a 
wake-up call" for our society 
and cducatioB system. Edu­
cation  is not m erely about 
acaelcmic cxccllcnce but also 
about fostering a sense  o f  
"self-worth, confidcncc, and 
em pathy" . W hen studen ts 
are  subjected (o humiliation, 
the ir  ta len ts and  potential 
a rc  stifled, ai d  they are left 
s c a r re d  e m o tio n a lly  a nd  
m entally; so n e  even might 
think o f  self-harm  such as 
suicide.

Here I canestly  urge the 
g o v e rn m e n t to  ta k e  "ex ­
em plary action" against all 
those invo lve ! The govern­
ment must not only punish 
the offenders but a lso  put 
stringent measures in place 
to stop similar incidents from 
happening agjin . O f  course, 
e d u ca tio n  should  a lw ay s  
aim  to bring out the "best" 
in each  child, irrespective 
o f  the ir linguistic abilities 
o r  academ ic prow ess. T he 
focus should be empowering 
students, encouraging their 
s tr e n g th s , and  p ro v id in g  
support where they need it 
most. The aim should be to 
build a generation o f  c on ­
fident. compassionate* indi­
viduals w ho can contribute 
positively to  society. W hat 
i f  Albert Einstein, who was 
very  slow  in learning and 
spe*aking a t an early  age. 
w as subicctcd to this kind 
o f  rep e a te d  h u m ilia tio n ?  
Wc w o u ld  not h a v e  had  
epoch-making MC2 and the 
T H E O R Y  O F RELA TIV -

tomary rights over land and 
forests several questions are 
being raised which require 
serious thoughts.
The Forest (C onservation)

A m endm ent Bill .2023
a nd  its im pact on the 

N orth  Fast
The Bill w hich seeks to 

redefine souk o f  the restric- 
tio n so fth e  Forest Conserva­
tion A ct o f  1980 has raised 
conccrn  and  resistance  for 
a number o f  reasons among 
w hich  th e  fo llow ing  m ay 
leave the forest com m uni­
ties and tribals o f  North East 
vulnerable and  d ilu te  their 
custom ary rights over land 
and forest :•

1. Firstly, the Bill seeks 
to re-define the classification 
o f  forests. To m y understand­
ing. the A m endm ent may 
c on trad ic t Suprem e C ourt 
order because it brings dras­
tic change's to the definition 
o f  forest .its governance and 
development issues. This as­
pect may also contradict the 
traditional customary catego­
rization o f  forests especially 
a m o n g  th e  t r ib a ls  o f  the 
N orth-East since  they have 
a very e laborate and system­
atic classification o f  forests 
on  the basis o f  ow nership. 
Like the Khasis have 'L aw  
Adong *.' Law kyntangY  Law 
ri-sum ar '.L aw  shnong ' etc 
which are  specifically desig­
nated for different purposes. 
E nvironm entalists say that 
around  39,063 hectares o f  
fo re sts  fall unde r 's ac re d  
groves' across India - pro­
tected and managed by local 
communities yet they are not 
no tified  a s fo rests and are 
therefore under threat.

2. Secondly, the Bill 
seeks to free-up ‘unrccordcd* 
fo re s t a re as  for d e v e lo p ­
mental projects. The forest 
c o v e r  o f  th e  c o u n try  a c ­
counts for only 65%  o f  total 
geographical cover and most 
o f  it is ‘unrecorded* which
iiicuiis  dial this |miliem uf
unrecorded  land w ill have 
no legal protection i f  the Bill 
gets through. The forests o f  
N orth east abound  in rich 
flora and fauna which in most 
cases are under the jurisdic­
tion o f  autonom ous bodies 
lik e  the D istric t C ouncil. 
W hether this Bill i f  passed 
will overstep the powers o f  
these bodies which arc the 
protectors o f  customary laws 
tha t g overn  forest? T hat's 
not all. it is also not d e a r  
w hether the Bill supersedes 
the Forest Rights A ct which 
g ives cu ltiva tion  righ ts to 
forest dwelling tribes.

3. T he B ill seeks to 
exem pt 'unrecorded* forest

ITY! That w ould mean we 
wouldn't have access to  the 
am azing technical advance's 
wc do now. All should salute 
the parents o f  the child.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gcwali.

Shillong

Poor delivery  
service from  

DTDC
Editor,
I had a consignment from 

M umbai and due to my ab­
sence it w as returned back 
yesterday. I could not attend 
the calls from the delivery 
man since I w as travelling.

A s soon as  1 traced the 
calls. I started calling back 
the sam e number, but there 
w as no resp o n se . T h en  I 
received an auto- generated 
m essage and I c lickcd the 
link to fill the form. It auto 
responded.

I b ro w s e d  th e  D T D C  
contact numbers o f  Shillong 
and could find a few numbers 
inc lud ing  an o ffice  num ­
ber and  kept on try ing  all 
th e  num bers , bu t no  o ne  
responded . 1 rea lly  don ’t 
understand w hy they have 
the contact numbers!

The full address details 
are there for the delivery. Re­
cipient's mobile may not be 
available lor m any reasons 
and w e definitely expect that 
the courier service should 
deliver our items at our m en­

land within 100 kms o f  Inter­
national borders for projects 
o f  national im portance and 
concerning national security. 
T his would leave a large part 
o f  the N orth-East vulnerable 
considering the fact that the 
region shares an international 
border o f  5,182 kilom etres 
(about 99 percent o f  its to­
tal geographical boundary) 
w ith several ne ighbouring 
c oun tries .

4. The Bill also a llow s 
e s ta b l is h in g  c h c c k p o s ts , 
f c n c c s , b r id g e s , ru n n in g  
zoos, sa fa ris , eco -tourism  
activities without any prior 
approval o f  the Central G ov­
ernment. But these terms are 
very vague and in the name 
o f  development any kind of* 
p rojects private  o r  govern­
m ental may get their way to 
exploit the forest tracts which 
w ill now  becom e an open 
ground. T herefore there is 
the possibility o f ‘misuse* o f  
this clause*.

Has the M inistry o f  En­
v ironm ent and  Forest and 
C lim ate Change first taken 
this initiative to propose the 
policy with p rior consulta­
tion w ith  the M inistry  o f  
Tribal Affairs being fully in 
agreement ? it appears that 
MOTA has not even formu­
lated its independent opinion 
w ith regard to this very seri­
ous and critical question that 
w ould affect grievously the 
righ ts o f  Scheduled Tribes 
and  o the r Forest dw ellers. 
W hatever th e  c ase  m aybe 
the bigger issue before us is 
that we need our forests and 
ou r forests need u s. There 
arc people who are led by  the 
belief that destroying natural 
cco-systcm s equals develop­
ment. That very thought has 
to  be elim inated  from  the 
m indset o f  po licy  m akers 
and planners o f  our country. 
Yes, national security is an 
integral part o f  development 
but our ecological security is 
equally important to protect 
our boundaries from eroding 
the forest and  land rights, 
horests arc the 'U rccn  gold 
o f  nature.’ They have been 
a home, a gam e sanctuary, 
a food la rd e r . a source o f  
livelihood and an abode o f 
w orsh ip  to  hum ans since  
time immemorial. The rich 
fo rest cu ltu re  o r  ‘A ranya 
Sanskriti' that has been nur­
tured by ou r country should 
be  revered.

The w ords o f  the famous 
env ironm en ta lis t (L ) Anil 
A ganval rings loud and clear 
■‘ D evelopment should be up 
to  a certain limit- beyond that 
it w ill be like the foolish man 
w ho w as sitting on the very 
branch that he w as cutting**.

(T h e  w r ite r  te a ch e s in  
NEHU)

tioned addresses. Finding no 
solutions to  the problem on 
Saturday. I met the DTDC 
o ffic ia ls  in th e ir  Q uin ton  
Road office and expected my 
packet to  be there, but I w as 
told that my article* w as sent 
BACK to M umbai ( the o ri­
gin o f  ih« pi.-icc o f  booking). 
T hey did not bother to hold 
the packct even for a day ( 
i f  they had verified my two 
calls to  the deliver)’ persons 
the day before)

Yes. I need to  m ention 
that on ly  one  person from 
DTDC m essaged m e after 
m y m essage to him  that I 
should go to their office in 
Q uinton road.This w as on 
S aturday m orn ing  bu t my 
visit to  that office that same 
day proved futile. Do postal 
services call us before deliv­
ery o f  any item? No. They 
ju st drop the* packet/letter at 
our addresses and someone 
at home receives the items.

H e n c e f o r th ,  s h o u ld  
DTDC need only MOBILE 
N UM BERS, and NOT A D ­
D R E SSE S w h ile  booking 
a rtic le s?  In m y c ase  my 
d e liv e ry  a d d re s s  p ro v ed  
meaningless to  them. I have 
the full call details with me.

Yours etc..
Anjan Kumar Das.

Shillong -6

A rticles and letters ap ­
pearing  on  th is page are 
the  v iew s o f  ihe w riters/ 
a u th o rs  a nd  not tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

inroads into citizens’ rights 
in an accUimcd Democracy, 
a rc  d raw ing  a d v erse  no ­
tice abroad. T he Lok Sabha 
Battlc-2C24 m ay even be 
perceived as a geo-strategic 
event, in ihc context o f  huge 
claim s o f  India being at the 
centre o f  he World.

A drastic change in the 
scenario  is no doubt sub­
je c t to  how far the newly 
m in ted  26-party  a llia n ce
- the Congress and strong 
regional parties declaring  
themselves INDIA - Indian 
N atio n al D ev e lo p m e n ta l 
Inclusive Alliancc - would 
produce a m ore prom ising 
economic and political pro­
gramm e. More importantly, 
they w o tld  have to  settle  
scat-sharing adjustments all 
over the country.

INDIA partners arc due to 
meet in Mumbai in Septem­
ber to  m ale progress in gen­
erating a political narrative 
that the country badly needs 
to make sure o f  sustainable 
economic growth w ith ris­
ing employment and social 
justice. BJP's 2014 promise 
o f  "Achl'c  D in" is hardly 
visible even after nine years 
o f  the Mcdi G overnment as 
far as the common people arc 
concerned..

The .Modi G overnm ent 
d id effee' reform s, mainly 
infrastructural, designed to 
raise the cvels o f  big busi­
ness. leaving aside the* major 
problem c f  rising unemploy­
ment and reducing the level 
o f  poverty in  the* country. 
With enhancing investments 
in infrastructure in general. 
Mr Modi assumes that India 
is already a near developed 
country a id  the thrusts now 
arc more on digitalisation o f  
the* country. "We think big, 
d ream  bit; and  act big" is 
the Prime M inister's claim

W est (o th e r  than U P and 
G u ja ra t) , a fte r  its  d e fe a t 
in K arnataka. T hus. Tamil 
Nadu with its 39 seats in Lok 
Sabha has ga ined  g rea ter 
importance than ever before 
and BJP has been plotting 
to dislodge the DMK from 
its stronghold. In 2019. the 
DMK (not in pow er then)

led  by .VI K S ta lin  (now  
the CM ). b3ggcd 25 scats. 
Home* M inister Amit Shah 
is looking after Tamil Nadu 
to ensure that DMK tally is 
drastically reduced.

A strong anti-DNIK cam ­
paign w as launched by Mr 
A m it S hah , charg ing  the 
Stalin Government w ith cor­
ruption. as he flagged oft* at 
Ramcsw aram a 'padayatra' 
o f  M r Annamalai. a former 
police officcr now heading 
TN BJP. This is the first time 
that the M odi G overnment 
through its H ome M inister 
Amit Shah brands a non-BJP 
State Govern mcnt as "cor­
rupt" raising new tensions 
O ne o f  the DMK Ministers 
hit ou t against the* H om e 
M inister's chargc "without 
any basis".

All this is part o f  a deter­
mined BJP. both at party and 
Modi Government levels, to 
get rid o f  the "Dravidian" 
Government in Tamil Nadu 
as early  a s  it can, despite 
its elec toral majority. The 
Governor R N Ravi has been 
raising questions about Dra­
vidian ideology and has been 
in serious dispute* with the 
Stalin G overnment in vari­
ous ways. The B JPhas made 
some lapses by antagonising 
its ally  AIA D M K  through 
some remarks o f  its leaders 
but die party is making all ef­
forts to get more allies in its 
bid to challenge the INDIA.
Il is Nnrcndrn Modi V3. M 
K Stalin in Tamil N adu in 
2024 Lok Sabha elections. 
(IPA Se n ice )

aA d ra s tic  ch a n g e  in th e  scen a r io  

is  no d o u b t su b je c t to  h o w  f a r  the n ew ly  

m im ed  2 6 -p a r ty  a llia n ce  - th e C on gress  

am ! s tro n g  re g io n a l p a r t ie s  d ec la r in g  

th em selves  INDIA - Indian  N a tion a l 

D eve lo p m en ta l In clu sive  A llia n ce  - w o u ld  

p ro d u c e  a  m o re  p ro m is in g  eco n o m ic  

a n d  p o li t ic a l  p ro g ra m m e. ”

Prime Minister Narendra 
M odi seem s inc reas ing ly  
o bsessed  w ith the needed 
numbers in Lok Sabha for 
him to make sure o f  his third 
term in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls with the emcrgcncc o f  
an apparently effective op­
position dliancc . INDIA.

The kind o f  rhetoric the 
B JP head o f  G overnm ent 
indulges in. in running down 
the new 26-party Alliancc 
for 2024, a s a "conclavc o f  
d ie h a rd  co rrup t g ro u p s", 
w hich would prom ote 'dy- 
nastic /fan ily  role', not the 
n a tio n 's  g o o d , ex p re sses  
BJP’s real conccrn  ove r a 
radically changing political 
scene.

Prim e M in ister  N aren­
dra Modi, who has gained 
international stature by  his 
visits abioad and  em brac­
ing heads o f  governm ents 
and current chairmanship o f 
G -20. has also to  safeguard 
his ow n reputation. And this 
a t a tim e events happening 
at home, like Manipur, and

dism issing the* rest o f  politi­
cal India as "corrupt".

BJP knows the* risks for 
w inning and has put itself 
on a high gear, first to win 
over the  th ree  states. MP. 
Rajasthan and Chattisgarh. 
w here A ssem bly e lections 
arc due* before the* end  o f 
2023. While it is relatively 
confident o f  retaining MP led 
by M r Shivraj Singh, it has 
com e up against a more for­
midable fight in Congress- 
held R ajasthan, w here the 
party is yet to overcome its 
internal rifts.

BJP is offering "collec­
tive leadership". Not accept­
able to its form er CM , Mrs. 
Vasundhara Raje w ho insists 
on her face to  take the field. 
BJP President J P Nadda at-
te-ut)ils lei find an acccptablc
solution, maybe like "Modi 
Face" for Lok Sabha scats. 
Chattisgarh. however looks 
strong for the C ongress at 
present.

It is in  the South that BJP 
wants to make up for losing 
num bers in the* N orth and
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Priority for peace
SE R IO U SL Y  disturbing incidents w ith  co m ­
m unal o v er to n es  are ta k in g  p la c e  o n e  after  
another -- and in d ifferent reg ions. A fter the 
m ost-con d em n ab le incidents in M anipur, the 
scen e  o f  v io len ce  has now  shifted  to  Haryana 
at a p lace clo se  to  the national capital D elhi. 
T his threatens to  raise the com m unal tem pera­
ture. A t least four persons w ere  k illed  in c la sh es  
in N uh  on M onday, fo llow ed  by the im position  
o f  curfew  and the k illin g  o f  a deputy im am  o f  a 
m osque in Sector 57  o f  the bustling com m ercia l 
c ity  o f  Gurugram on T uesday. T h e  problem s 
seem ed  to star, o ver  the issu e  o f  holding Friday 
prayers in m osques, and these w ere apparently 
com plicated  by po litica lly  pow erful e lem en ts  
linked to  the governm ent. The spirit o f  tolerance  
w as obviously  m issing . W hile  it is premature 
to p ass com m ents on  w hat w ent w rong or to  fix  
the b lam e on one or the other s id e , w hat must 
ho noted prima fario is  that iho state’s  p o lice  
establishm ent failed  to rem ain alert. T he blam e  
m ust be put m ore em phatica lly  on  the political 
establishm ent led b y  c h ie f  m inister M anoharlal 
Khattar because the p o lice  on  its ow n  cannot 
take d ec is ion s in such  sen sitive  matters. W hat­
ev er  be the provocation, so m e e lem en ts  c lo se  
to the ruling establishm ent took la w  into their  
hands, w h ich  should not h ave happened at all.

A dm ittedly, the n ine years o f  the M odi-led  
governance o f  the nation from its apex in  D elhi 
have been m arked m ostly by a spirit o f  tolerance  
in relig iou s matters other than for occasion al  
flare-ups here and there. O verall, after the G uja­
rat riots o f  2 002 , M odi had leam t bitter lessons  
and acted with caution. That saved  the nation  
and helped M odi and the BJP retain p ow er for  
a secon d  term at the Centre. W ith an efficient  
hom e m inister in A m it Shah, or Rajnath S ingh  
previously, things w ere generally  under control. 
But, w ith  M anipur erupting and the v io len ce  
continu ing  for the third m onth w ith  sham eful 
incidents o f  sexual v io len ce  and now  Haryana  
fo llo w in g  suit in another con d em n ab le  m an­
ner. questions are bound to  be raised about the 
efficacy  o f  the M odi establishm ent in carrying  
India forward. For any governm ent, m aintain­
ing com m unal equ ilibrium  m eans 'ha lf the job  
done.' W ith o r ly  a few  m onths left for the par­
liam ent p o lls , it is all the m ore important that 
the central g o \e m m e n t is  alert and that it avoids  
com plicating  situations w ith  a sectarian agenda. 
That h o ld s true for Khattar too , a  co lou r less  
leader w h o  had lost h is right to be the C M  in 
the last assem bly  p o lls  there but retained pow er  
w ith  help  o f  a  new  party. In M anipur too , inde­
pendent analysts appear to put the state CM in 
the dock  for all that w ent w rong there. W hat's 
com m on  betw een them  is that both are o f  the 
BJP stock.

Deducing Shillong Traffic 
& Urban Primacy

Let us begin w ith a ques­
tion in general. W hat is  it 
th a t h a s  a lw ay s  a n noyed  
and bothered u s every m o­
ment w e step into a private 
o r  pub lic  veh ic le?  I f  one  
would cogitate, there would 
be many strik ing  thoughts 
like fuel, how  clean is the 
windshield, how shiny is  the 
body etc.. but undeniably for 
a  daily commuter in Shillong 
City w hosoever it is. the first 
thing is to  avoid the  persist­
ing unsolved hurdle which is 
none other than the Shillong 
Traffic Snag. Many have elu­
cidated the problem and also 
offered their suggestions, yet 
the "Shillong Traffic” over­
powers all o f  that. T his issue 
has becom e like a cancer as 
it is canccrously  g row ing  
and exponentially progress­
ing. T his is internalised by 
all four wheeler owners, but 
it is amusing that even  the 
tw o w heelers are finding it
difficult to  manoeuvre.

There is not a single day 
when individuals do not criti- i 
cise o r discuss the infam ous 
Traffic Jam  and many would 
have their ow n perspectives. 
Som e blame the traffic man­
agement team; som e blame I 
the  road carry ing  capacity  
and some are against the con­
trol ling authorities, but even 
a fte r  analysing a ll o f  that, 
amusingly the problem per­
sists and has become a stum­
bling block. I t's  understood 
tha t ev e ry o n e  c o n ce rn e d  
is w orking hard to  “have a 
light-bulb moment*' and to 
“ leave no s tone  un turned '' 
but the situation dem ands. 
"W orking Sm artly." W hen 
w e say "Working Sm artly" 
it means many things which 
perhaps cannot be adequately 
elucidated here. Rather, it is 
im portant to  revisit history 
to understand how cities arc 
formed and eventually grow 
thereafter.

G o in g  back  to  the  era 
o f  th e  B ritish  R a j. they  
colonised areas  w hich  had 
commercial and administra­
tive benefits back then and 
eventually those areas were 
transformed into towns, c it­
ies etc. This pattern is seen 
all over India with som e o f  
the legacies seen till date. 
T hese  areas  have  becom e 
com m erc ia l hubs, cen tra l 
business districts etc. If  one 
d ives d e ep e r, som ew here  
the co lon ists  have carried  
w ith  them  the  concept o f  
tow n form ation  w ith the ir 
exceptional know ledge o f  
planning. Hence it is logical 
to  say that the kind o f  town 
o r city  form ation in India 
w as not natural; it w as more 
o f  a forced execution and if  
one observes the areas under

B y M aitphang Syiem

the  colon ists, th ey  appea r 
ve ry  w ell p lin n e d . Som e 
have said, the c ity  form a­
tion for the Western World 
was organic, which m eans it 
w as natural in them perhaps 
because o f  factors such as 
the  Industrial R evo lu tion  
and  the know ledge which 
cam e from th: Renaissance 
period , bu t i: w as no t the 
case with the Kastcrn World. 
To reiterate ivy point, cities 
here w ere conjeptualised by 
the colonisers However, the 
setback w as that the devel­
o pm ental ac tiv ities o f  the 
colonists were concentrated 
o n ly  on those areas where 
th e ir  vested  in te re s ts  lay 
a nd  not on  e ther reg ions.

tim e and m oney too. Time 
m ust be utilised effectively 
and the connotation "Tim e is 
M oney" it is indeed very true 
with Shillong Traffic. On a 
daily basis we are losing both 
time and money and during 
em ergencies w ho know s it 
might cost lives too. T his is 
a  mat ter o f  grave concern for 
every Shillongitc.

Now coming to  the nitty- 
g r itty  a nd  re ite ra tin g  the  
afore-mentioned statement, 
"W orking Smartly." whoso­
ever is putting together the 
b ra in s  to  so lve  th is grave  
issue must have an extensive 
understand ing  o f  Shillong 
C ity, and  that understand­
ing m ustn’t be  stereotyped

T his has crested a kind o f  
hurdle which can be termed 
as Urban Primacy where all 
activ itie s a re  concentrated 
in only one  area o r where 
som e city/town is  larger than 
the other.

A nyone who w ishes to 
probe m ore on Urban Pri­
macy can use ChatGPT! That 
aside and connecting the dots 
with our scenario here in our 
Shillong C ity and w ith the 
kind o f  day-to-day activities 
convciitiaied 111 MIIIIC UlUtlll
hu b s  o n e  should  a sk  the  
question are  .vc facing the 
issue o f  Urban Prim acy? Is 
this the factor contributing to 
the Traffic Congestion? O f  
course, there are days when 
such  unavoidab le  im pedi­
ments pop  up such as rallies, 
public meetings, processions 
et al and traffic snarls worsen 
in  the affected pockets but 
in  g enera l tie  e n tire  c ity  
is  da ily  and  con tinuously  
facing traffic snarls w hich 
affec ts  ou r p jrse s  direc tly  
and  takes aw jy our time. If  
one  w ere to  do an audit o f  
the time spent in  traffic jam s 
w e have lost much valuable

but should have a com pre­
hensive insigh ts tak ing  in 
a ll ang les  and  i f  som eone 
is p lanning  som eth ing  for 
tackling the traffic woes h e1 
she should have a perspective 
plan which will suppon the 
carrying capacity  o f  the city 
and  a lso  accom m odate the 
exigencies which may arise 
in  the near future and this 
goes for the “New Shillong 
Tow nship" a s well. Is this 
thought kept in mind?

We luivc seen in (lie icuent
past, m any  a ttem p ts  w ere 
m ade to  solve the Shillong 
Traffic imbroglio, but to no 
avail. Ifw c a re  to investigate 
th is , it w ould  a p pea r that 
solutions may have been put 
forth based on assumptions 
and  not on actua l g round 
study. I f  it w as on assump­
tions, then a ny  T om  Dick 
and Harry can com e forward 
and  suggest any th in g  bu t 
will that solve the problem? 
It is  crystal clear that many 
lo c a lised  fac to rs c o n trib ­
u te  to  “S h illo n g 's  T raffic  
C ongestion," and there arc 
many intricacies involved in 
unbundling th is rigmarole.

We have seen  loads o f  
suggestions such as ring road, 
f ly o v ers , w a lk in g  zo n es , 
UAVs e tc. These are fine, 
but the question is  whether 
the solutions suit our intricate 
existing geographical setup? 
It will work perfectly fine for 
the mainland but fo rou r case 
som e k ind  o f  perm utation 
and  co m b in atio n  o f  local 
factors and modern interven­
tions would be  needed. The 
planners would know better 
how to go  about that and to 
execute this one should have 
extensive local ground facts. 
We have b u siness  cen tres 
all around and each o f  them 
attracts people from all direc­
tions on a daily basis (Urban 
P rim acy). In th is c o n tex t 
“Locational Science" is im­
po rtan t as an in terven tion  
method. We live in  a world 
where data is an important 
factor for (k v k io n  m;ikin<>
so Data Science (Data A na­
lytics) will play a supportive 
part and i f  one would fuse 
these with the ground local 
conditions perhaps we can 
come up with some localised 
so lu t io n s  w h ic h  a re  best 
suited to at least reduce the 
traffic to a certain level and 
gradually build up to main­
tain the traffic flow.

We’ve seen talks on traffic 
dccongcstion . how ever, in 
the context o f  Shillong Traf­
fic. perhaps one should also 
th ink  o f  decongesting  the 
indirect and direct contribut­
ing factors. A s it is there is no 
such constructive debate to 
find ou t w hat are these con­
tributing factors w hich have 
become impedim ents on the 
road. Now coming to  the traf­
fic flow, it is noticeable that 
if  there is anything which is 
obstructing the road, it will 
affect the entire connecting 
road networks and the vehic­
ular flow which sometim es is 
at a standstill and adds to  the 
frustration. M aintaining the 
flow is something that needs 
to be looked at intensively. 
O ne should a lso  ask w hat 
are the other intricate factors 
which are contributing to the 
obstruction o f  traffic flow. As 
it is. the major bottleneck and 
choke points o f  the city  are 
c learly visible bu t why have 
they becom e bottlenecks?  
W hat a re  the  fac to rs that 
make them becom e bottle­
necks is something that must 
be debated.

For now. summ ing up all 
reasons and factors perhaps 
S h illong ’s U rban Prim acy 
requires intervention.

(The writer is a  Geospa- 
lia t Technology Expert and  
all views are personal)

E thnocentrism
undesirable
Editor,
K udos to  A lbert T hyr- 

niang for h is a rt c le. "The 
M a n ip u r in  us” (S T  Ju ly  
27. 2023). Yes. the tug o f  
w ar betw een the VPP and 
ACM IK on rhi* R »*u*rvatinn 
Policy has indeed widened 
and caused serious mental 
friction between the Kastcrn 
and W estern scctcr commu­
nities o f  M eghalaya. Even 
the demand for Tura W inter 
Capital has created an irritant 
in  the m inds o f  the people o f  
the eastern sectors o f  Megha­
laya. These issuct have the 
potential o f  culminating into 
the 'M anipur w ay i f  rhetoric 
is not controlled and i f  the 
MDA allow s the spread o f  
u n c o n tro l led  passions o f  
rhetoric.

On the demand for a Win­
ter Capital in Tuia and  the 
retrospective rost;r on em ­
ploym ent policy, the talks 
between Conrad Sangma anti 
the ACHIK activ ias at Tura 
were going smooihly along 
the lines desired  by them. 
A fter a ll. the CM cannot 
displease people in his own 
backyard and  there w as no 
reason at all to cause trouble 
thereafter. W hat irked the 
people  w as the  allegation  
by the DGP tluit hose  w ho 
p e rp e tra te d  th e  v io le n ce  
outside the C M ’s  secretariat
had planned to h um  the CM.
This w as far-fetched and a 
figment o f  his imagination 
to  cover up the  failu re  o f

po lice  in te lligence . Then 
followed the indiscriminate 
a rrests w hich w as  a lso  to 
d ivert the a tten tion  o f  the  
public and to cover up police 
failure. This is unacceptable! 
People’s intelligence cannot 
be underestimated.

T hen  on the  'M an ipu r ' 
sentiment in religions. Albert 
T hym ianc was 100 per cent 
correct when he pointed out 
that in Shillong Diocese only 
a K hasi B ishop is  accep t­
able; so a lso  in  o the r d io­
ceses such as Jow ai Diocese 
w here only a Pnar can be 
appointed bishop and in Tura 
Diocese only a G aro. In this 
connection I w ish to  m en­
tion w hat happened in 2014 
when ( Emeritus) Archbishop 
T hom as M enam param pil. 
SDB. DD ofGuw ahati Arch- 
D iocese  v 
Apostolic
Jowai Diocese but this w as 
fiercely opposed by a group 
o f  13 Archdiocesan Fraterni­
ty ( Priests) o f  Jow ai D iocese 
led by a seniorm ost priest 
v ide  th e ir  s tro n g  w orded  
letter Ref: D F-JD /02/2014 
da ted  2 1 /2 /2 0 1 4  because  
he w as from  the Salesian 
religious congregation; not 
a diocesan. Besides that he 
w as not a Pnar o r a Jaintia. 
But tru e  to  h is  re lig io u s  
vow s he ultimately joined his 
office d isregarding the op ­
position o f t he 13 clergymen 
w ho signed  the ir le tte r  o f  
opposition. Contrary to  their 
opposition the laity o f  Jowai 
D iocese  rea d ily  accep ted  
A rc h -B ish o p  (E m e ritu s )  
Thomas M enamparampil as 
their pastor though he was

the Apostolic A dm inistrator 
there for a b rief  period.

A lb e rt T h y m ia n g  w as 
also correct w hen he asked, 
"is this the real face o f  the 
C h u rc h ?"  C e r ta in ly  no t. 
T his type o f  m indset, nay 
the "Manipur" in a ll o f  us. 
is h ighly inflam m able and 
destructive. T he quicker w e 
get rid o f  it the better. We can 
build a much happier world 
to live in.

Yours etc., 
Philip M anvein, 

Sr. Journalist, 
Shillong

Biodiversity  
Bill could spell 

dam nation
Editor,
The Biodiversity Bill was 

passed in Lok Sabha and will 
now be  passed in the Rajya 
Sabha. No doubt ease o f  do­
ing business is good intent 
but w e have to be careful 
to  a v e rt g loba l w arm ing . 
July this year w as the hot­
test month in 120.000 years 
on earth. T he said Bill was 
forwarded to  the Parliamen­
tary Com mittee but a ll the 
six members o f  opposition 
p arties had not ag reed  to 
the recom m endations and 
had expressed their reserva­
tions.

India is one o f  17 inter­
nationally recognized mega 
b iodiversity  countries and 
hosts four o f  the 35 g lob ­
ally recognized biodiversity 
h o tspo ts. S ince  co u n tries

have sovereign rights over 
the ir b io log i;al resources, 
Indian companies enjoy eas­
ier access to  and use o f  these 
biological resources for vari­
ous commercial applications, 
inc lud ing  pharm aceutical, 
cosmetics, and bio-technol­
ogy. T he biological diversity 
act w as enac:ed in 2002 to 
fac ilitate  the developm ent 
o f  products relying on Indian 
b iod ive rsity  O ne  p a rticu ­
larly  significant change is 
the  p roposal to  encourage 
foreign investm ent, which 
may be attractive to  foreign 
investors interested in India's 
biological resources.

For in stance , the  p r o ­
p o se d  a m en d m e n ts  m ay  
facilitate more developments 
such as the partnership that 
b rought Jccvani (the "life 
giving "drug) to  the market. 
Jccvani. made from the 'red 
bull 'berries discovered by 
the K ani tribe, bccam e very 
popular in and outside India 
in the early 2000s. Anecdotal 
evidence  suggests tha t the 
success o f  the drug  benefited 
the phamiaceutical company 
responsible for its com m er­
c ia liza tion . as w ell a s  the 
scientists involved in its de­
velopment, and the tribe.

Strikingly, the a rrange­
m ent fo r  benefit sh a rin g  
with the Kani tribe cam e a t a 
tim e when Indian law- did not 
mandate such sharing. With 
th e  B io lo g ic al D iv e rs i ty  
A ct and its amendments we 
might expect further facilita­
tion o f  local knowledge and 
benefit sharing.

However, the new  forest 
law dilutes conservation law's

and threatens India's Hima­
layan ecosystem  and  is  a 
matter o f  grave concern. The 
passage o f  the Bill amending 
the Forest Conservation Act 
o f  19X0 by the Lok Sabha 
has the potential to aggravate 
threats to the environm ent. 
T h e  FCA  w as o r ig in a lly  
enacted to regulate industrial 
use o f  forested land such as 
fo r m ining o r  hydropow er 
and to  put a price on  such 
exploitation.

W hen the new law comes 
to  th e  sta tu te  books a fte r  
the Rajya Sabha passes the 
B ill, it w ill exem pt forest 
land w ithin 100 kilom etres 
a long  Ind ia 's  bo rders and  
certain other types o f  forest 
land from protection. It also 
does aw ay with the earlier 
requirement for the consent 
o f  residents living on forest 
land.

A flcra nod from the Cab­
inet. the Bill w as referred 
to  a  Jo in t  C o m m itte e  o f  
Parliament, which endorsed 
it w ithout any changes. Six 
O pposition members in the 
panel, how ever, dissented. 
They p itched for env iron ­
mental audits and suggested 
tha t sta te  governm ents be 
consulted before forest d i­
version orders arc issued in 
the geo log ica lly  sensitive  
Himalayan and northeastern 
regions. A large num ber o f  
conservationists and civil so­
ciety groups had also raised 
sim ilar objections, pointing 
out that India's border areas 
encom pass some o f  the most 
biodiverse rich forests and 
protected areas. According 
to the Forest Survey o f  In­

dia 's. India State o f  Forest 
Report 2021. the Himalayan 
p ro v in ce s  o f  Jam m u and  
Kashmir. Himachal Pradesh. 
Uttarakhand. Sikkim and Ar- 
unachal Pradesh have very 
high incidences o f  c lim ate 
hotspots.

The Centre has justified 
the legislative reforms as be­
ing part o f  the commitm ent 
to  mitigate clim atc change 
and argued that the Bill that 
scientists and  environm en­
talists have raised concerns 
abou t inc ludes prov is ions 
that would make india atma- 
nirbhar in agroforcstry while 
increasing the forest cover. 
The intentions appear to  be 
noble.

But what underpins such 
a lopsided  policy? T his is 
a g loba l con tag ion  and  a 
faulty idea o f  envisioning the 
environm ent a s  a resource 
to be exploited ceaselessly. 
A paradigm  shift from the 
rcsourcc-based approach to­
wards greater accountability 
for governance on ecological 
p rotection w-ill not happen 
unless the com m on man de­
m ands such a transition

Civil society should put 
pressure on the government 
that a balanced approach be  
adopted, taking care o f  both 
facts such as ease  o f  doing as 
well as global warming.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A rticles and Id lers  ap ­
pearing  on th is  page are 
the v iew s o f  the  w riters/ 
a u th o rs  a nd  not (hat o f  
The S h illong  Times

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

Tiger Statistics and Shoot­
ing Messengers..!

A few years ago. a news 
item  appea ring  in Indian 
newspapers mentioned that 
people had found out that 
blankets offered by the In­
dian Rai w a y s  to  its  p a s ­
sengers far their overnight 
journeys were washed only 
once in two months! W hich 
meant, realized horrified pas­
sengers that they had slept 
in the sweat and dirt o f  sixty 
other passengers, before the 
blankets went for their bi­
monthly (leaning!

H ow  did  the  ra ilw ays 
react? Did the m inister in 
charge or the general man­
agers put their heads down 
in sham e’ No. they didn't!

made to concentrate on tigers 
instead o f  human beings last 
Sunday: Front page head­
lines o f  a leading national 
E ng lish  da ily  on S unday  
carried news that the tiger 
population had increased by 
five hundred tigers!

Not in the fourth o r fifth 
page, but headlines on the 
front page at the same time 
as the more important news 
o f  twenty- one o f  ou r coun­
try 's clccted representatives 
going on a fact finding mis­
sion to see for them selves 
the atrocities, murders, rapes 
and dastardly happenings in 
the Indian state o f  Manipur 
w as placed elsewhere in the 
newspaper!

T hat is how callous we

They decided to  punish the 
people for refusing to sleep 
in those filthy blankets. "N o 
more blankets!" They cried 
in unisor>. and decided to  
s top  offe ring  b la n k ets  to  
passengers.

Many years ago. I wrote 
a play about a man caught 
in a lift. D ifferent people 
cam e up to  the shut doors 
and offered different pieces 
o f  advice to  the poor man 
inside. S a n e  told him not to 
panic, some made him sing 
religious songs, some even 
told him id breathe slowly so 
as to  not use up all the  air in 
the lift. Suddenly everybody 
\« ij.qu ia  iiid (lie man inside, 
realized somebody im por­
tant had come. "S ir, I am 
stuck inside!" he shouted. 
"H elp me!'’

A minister had arrived. 
He looked around, saw  he 
had an a ud ience  and  d e ­
clared. "From today all lifts 
a re banned!"

Instead o f  finding so lu­
tions to Itf the man out. to 
see that lifts d on 't stop mid­
way. the 1 ft was banned and 
people tn d g e d  w earily up 
staircases, as much as they 
had to spend cold nights on 
trains, because the railways 
were caught with unwashed 
blankets!

In the h s t few years, ban­
ning has become a  popular 
pastime in our country.

Is this how w e address 
problems’ By punishing the 
people?

W hich brings me to this 
very queasy question, why 
w as the mtcmet, w hich fi­
nally revealed the depth o f  
horror happening  in M a­
n ip u r  banned?  A nd  w hy 
after the horror o f  the rapes 
w as revelled did the gov­
ernment say it w as going to 
take action against Twitter 
for show ing the atrocities 
committoi? Isn't it just like 
banning the blanket and the 
lift? And the same happens 
everywhere; instead o f  tak­
ing the  blame fo r  a rape 
o r assauli on a w om an we 
blame it on clothes w omen 
wear, o r  that she w'as out 
too late. So. w e ban women 
from dressing the w ay they 
like, instead o f  making our 
villages, tow ns and  c ities 
safer.

Blame the police for not 
policing b;tter and get the top 
man transferred o r sacked as 
soon as such a  crim e is com ­
mitted. Let’s stop shooting 
the messenger.

"Help?" cries the man in 
the lift, h s voice becoming 
weaker. “Help!”  cry  the  peo­
p le o f  Manipur, their voices 
getting w eaker as internet 
lines a rc  shu t dow n sp o ­
radically. and those asking 
for pcacc and  government 
intervention are jailed!

E ithe r, w e a rc  no t a l­
lowed to  communicatc about 
a trocities o r made to  con­
centrate on trivial items so 
that our attention is not onto 
important things happening 
around u s Like people were

have become; The increase 
o f  a tiger population takes 
precedence  o v e r  m assive  
human right violations and 
sickening a trocities on In­
dian women!

A s I study  the failings 
o f  the press during the Nazi 
regim e. I find that even as 
major atrocities were com ­
mitted by the state the  press 
either remained silent o r toed 
the official line. The press 
like  the  ju d ic ia ry  should 
have the courage to be strong 
p illa rso f democracy and not 
makeshift bamboo bridges, 
being swept away by a dan­
gerous current below.

But doesn’t this also re­
flect the callousness o f  the 
reader?

H ave w e becom e  ap a ­
thetic to what is happening 
around? H ave w e becom e 
so selfishly lost in a world 
o f  cell phone messages, and 
W hatsApp savouries that we 
have forgotten how to think 
and feel anything beyond? It 
most certainly must be i f  we 
continued reading the article 
beneath those headlines, in­
stead o f  asking. "W hat about 
that fact- finding mission?”

W hat have they found out 
about M anipur? They are our 
MPs! E lected by our own 
people, who have decided to 
throw away official reports 
and find out for themselves 
what is  happening in that far 
o ff state!

But the 't ig er report’ was 
like a lollypop given to us 
to suck, so ou r minds would 
move away from the more 
important news!

" G r r r r ! ” g ro w l 3682  
tig e rs  w ith  d e lig h t. "W e 
made headlines today! More 
people are losing their lives 
in tha t s ta te , than a ll the 
humans w e attacked and ate, 
yet we made front page!"

Jim Corbett whose talcs 
o f  man-eaters filled my youth 
would have been delighted!

O r maybe, just maybe, he 
would have taken his ancient 
rifle and standing astride the 
pari; named after him have 
warned the nation. "W hen 
news o f  a tiger population 
increasing takes precedence 
over killings o f  your citizens, 
then you need to  seriously 
look into your hearts!"

Yes, we certainly need to 
look into ourselves! A coun­
try. whose people have been 
know n for th e ir  c o m pas­
sion and gentleness, that we 
taught the w hole w orld how 
to get freedom through non­
violence now needs to look 
deep into ourselves to chcck 
w hether ou r se n ses  have 
been numbed, our feelings 
anaesthetized, and our ability 
to react, paralyzed!

Did you read those head­
lines without reacting? Or. 
a rc  y o u  a lso  jo in in g  and  
shooting the messenger?

(The A uthor conducts an  
Online Writers Course. For 
more details se n d  a  thumbs- 
up to  h im  on  W ha tsA pp  
9892572883). 
bobsbanteri^gm ail com
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Open Letter to C hief M inister Conrad 
Sangma & Other M inisters o f M eghalaya

“ L earn in g  n e v e r  exh au sts  th e  m in d .”

—  L e o n a r d o  da  V in c i

The Shillong Times
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Antipathy to NEP Hurts Students
T H E  N ew  Education P o licy  (N E P ) 2 0 2 0  is  fac­
ing stift'resistance from  the M eghalaya  C o lleg e  
Teachers A ssociation  (M C T A ). T heir co n ten ­
tion is that the P o licy  ca lls  for drastic reform s 
and re-engineering o f  the curriculum  for w hich  
adequate resources are needed  and w h ich  seem  
out o f  their reach for now . T h is has left students 
and their parents in a state o f  uncertainty. States 
like Tamil Nadu feel that the spirit o f  federalism  
w ill be eroded i f  the C entre takes on  it s e lf  the 
task o f  directing the states to fo llo w  a centrally  
determ ined Policy, s in ce  Education is a state  
subject.

T he N D A  G overnm ent w h ich  is  the architect 
o f  this Policy  b elieves it is visionary and tuned to 
the needs o f  students in the 21 st century. Educa­
tion M inister Dharmendra Pradhan feels that this 
is the tim e for India to harness the capabilities  
o f  each  student so  that n o  o n e is left behind and 
the in glorious term “drop-out” is  don e  aw ay  
w ith  b ecau se a student w ho cannot reach the 
final destination w ill still h ave acquired som e  
sk ills and certification. T he N E P en v isa g es  to 
make education more than just bookish  learning. 
To that extent it is on the right track. T he N E P  
also  a im s at m aking education  h o listic , afford­
ab le . accessib le  and equitable. To ach iev e  these  
noble objectives w ould  require c lo se  m onitoring  
and retraining o f  teachers and w ou ld  therefore  
require a  robust m onitoring system  w h ich  has 
been lacking in M eghalaya. State fund ing has 
a lso  not b een  adequate. In M eghalaya  state- 
funded school? and c o lle g e s  have been m ost lax 
in their outcom es. S om e such sch o o ls  in rural 
areas h ave not been able to  produce a s in g le  
student w h o  passed the S en ior S ch oo l L eaving  
Certificate Exam held by the State Board. The  
NEP has brought in m uch-needed  ch an ge in  the 
curriculum  to  nclude artificial in telligen ce (A I)  
and financial literacy. Prim acy has a lso  been  
g iv en  to the m other tongue or regional language  
although this s  still in the experim ental stage. 
The Education M inistry has a lso  launched the 
much-talked-about A cadem ic Bank ofC red it— a 
program m e that w ill provide m ultip le  entry and 
ex it op tion s for students in higher education.

T h e  N E P 's  stated  o b jectiv es  is  to  im prove  
ch ild ren ’s  learning c o m p eten c ie s  in reading, 
writing and num erical sk ills  by the end o f  the 
third grade and th is is  im perative after  repeated  
stu d ies  h ave  sh o w n  that stu d en ts o f  C la ss  5 
cannot read or com prehend w hat is  taught in 
C la ss 3. O f  course, teachers o f  both sch o o ls  
and c o lle g e s  w ill need cap acity  bu ild ing  and  
rc-orientation  but that ch an ge  is part o f  life. 
E ducation cannot be status q u o ist sim p ly  b e­
cau se  teachers fear ch an ge  and resist it. This 
w ould require that the country raise its spending  
on  education . It's important to acccpt the real­
ity that education is in a crisis and is unable to  
m eet the dem ands o f  contem porary tim es w hen  
tech n o logy  is m oving  at a frenetic pace. I f  India 
is to cap ita lise  on  its dem ographic d iv idend  it 
has to  im plem ent the NEP.

By A n kush  Kurkalang

Meghalaya 
must change its 

Procurement Policy
B y  Avner Parial

L etters  to the E d ito r

Traum as are 
hard to erase
Editor.
The new s reports about 

the boy being forccd to  wear 
a garland o f  shocsand chap- 
pals by the teachers includ­
ing the head teacher is heart 
wrenching. Wc d:>n’t know 
yet w hat other abuses.'' hu­
miliations the boy and pos­
sibly other students o f  the 
same school had to undergo 
at the hands o f  these abusers 
unless a thorough investiga­
tion is  carried out. However, 
I doubt this will happen con­
sidering that the boy in ques­
tion is a rural bey o f  poor 
parents who may eventually 
be  convinced  to  reach a " 
comprom ise " and withdraw 
the First Information Report 
filed w ith the police.

It cannot be over-empha­
sized that the boy n  question 
needs prolonged counselling 
and that too not from those 
dime a dozen pretenders who 
m asquerade a s counsellors 
o r from those church elders 
w ho might pompously tell 
the child " to get over it." It 
doesn 't w ork this w ay b e ­
cause psychological traumas 
don 't get e ra sed  so  easily. 
Unless the boy gets serious 
help from professionals, he 
will suffer his entire life. He 
may even inflict n ju ric s  on

him self and others.
I reiterate  tha t p sycho­

logical UauiuaStllC ih>1 easily
erased. I say this from per­
sonal cxpcricncc albeit under 
different circumstances from 
that o f  the boy 's . Being a 
c h ild  o f  p a re n ts  w ho  b e ­
long to two different racial 
groups can som etim es be a 
curse. I remember as a six 
y ear o ld  I w as frequently  
m ockcd, be littled , hum ili­
ated and brutally  rejected 
by m y teacher in fron t o f  
the whole c lass bccausc  1 
looked different and because 
my mother, according to said 
teacher, d id  not choose her 
husband wisely. T his w ent 
on for the whole academic 

car. I w as a lm ost totally  
rokcn in spirit. How I w as 

promoted to  the next class 
and  escaped from the said 
teacher is a story that is not 
relevant here.

In subsequen t years . 1 
had the great fortune o f  hav­
ing good human beings as 
teachers and  this mitigated 
the traum a inflicted on me 
to  a c o n s id e ra b le  e x ten t 
but many conscqucnccs o f  
m y n e g a tiv e  c x p c r icn c cs  
continued, until, in  my early 
adult hood. I started becom ­
ing  m ore se lf- aw are  and 
noticed that ( bccausc o f  the 
brutal rejection during early 
childhood)my behaviour and 
actions in relation to other

T he purpose  o f  w riting 
this piece is to offer construc­
tive measures for resolving 
Reservation and Roster Sys­
tem  Issues in Meghalaya

As a young and concerned 
c itiz en  deep ly  com m itted  
to  the welfare and  prosper­
ity  o f  ou r beloved sta te  o f  
M eghalaya. I am  w riting  
this open letter to  draw  your 
kind attention to the press­
ing issues surrounding  the 
reservation policy and roster 
system , and to submit a  few 
humble suggestions for your 
kind consideration.

D uring  the challenging  
times ofthcC ovid  pandemic. 
I established the "Kurkalang 
Skilling and Learning Cen­
te r.” ( h ttps ://tinyu rl.com / 
kslcs ) a humble initiative 
a im ed  a t p ro v id in g  v a lu ­
ab le  m e n to rin g  a nd  sk ill 
development opportunities to 
fellow tribals. utilizing w hat­
ever little I learned from my 
teachers here in Meghalaya
o r during m y studies in W \v
Delhi o r a t G eorge  W ash­
ing ton  U n iv e rs i ty . U SA . 
Despite g reener opportunity 
in richer environm ents, 1 de­
cided to  set up my center in 
a  remote village here a s I felt 
m ore connccted  and  more 
c o n ce rn e d  for my fellow  
tribals here. My center has 
been dedicated to  preparing 
our youth for securing better 
jo b s  and serv ices, thereby 
enhancing the ir socio-eco­
nomic prospects.

In add ition  to  m y w ork 
with the K urkalang Skilling 
and Learning Center. I have 
be en  a c tiv e ly  a sso c ia te d  
with R otary International, 
a ren o w n ed  o rg an iz a t io n  
known for its humanitarian
efforts worldwide. Through 
this association. I have been 
able to extend m y services 
and support to  various social 
causes, w orking a longside 
like-m inded individuals to 
creatc a positive impact in 
our community.

I s tro n g ly  b e liev e  that 
unity and collaboration arc 
the key ingredients for prog­
ress. especially in our diverse 
and culturally rich state. As 
a  concerned citizen, 1 have 
been c losely observing the 
reservation policy and roster 
system issues that have been 
a cause o f  discord among our 
people. 1 am  com m itted to 
contributing constructively 
to  the  d ia lo g u e  a nd  f in d ­
ing equitable solutions that 
address the conccrns o f  all 
com m unities and  prom ote 
harmony within our society.

Having been engaged in 
m entoring and  skilling ac ­
tivities. I understand the im ­
portance o f  inclusive policies 
and support system s that up­
lift every individual, ensuring 
that no one is lct\ behind. It is 
my earnest desire to  be a part 
o f  the positive change and 
contribute tow ards creating 
a stronger, m ore harmonious 
Meghalaya.

We a ll acknow ledge the 
historical context and signifi-

people w as mostly to  avoid 
rejection o r to gain the acccp- 
(41 lie  ufoUlCI N. I alMMIOliwd
that I a lw ays automatically 
rejcctcd m yself when others 
reject me and this made me 
depressed. I further noticed 
tha t I w as tim id  a nd  had 
mild panic a ttacks (kept in 
control by  exercise o f  w ill) 
when required to  approach 
any authority figures.

T hese  in sig h ts  he lped  
me a lot but it w as not the 
end  o f  the  road  but on ly  
a new  b e g in n in g . To cu t 
a  long story short, w hen  I 
reached my early thirties and 
with m ore insights along the 
way. I found life to  be more 
tolerable and had more con­
fidence to navigate the ups 
and dow ns o f  life. Please 
note that it took more than 
25 years for me to internally 
reach somewhere relatively 
meaningful and that's a  very 
long time, human life being 
short. But that w as me and 
I w as privileged for being 
a town dw eller w ith a d e ­
cent education and access 
to resources ( only books 
during my tim e, but better 
than nothing at all). But what 
about the boy? All I can say 
is that he will dcfinitclv have 
to  tread a life path full o f  
thorns. He can get o ff  this 
path relatively much quicker 
than me only with the help, 
guidance and hand-holding

cance o f  the reservation pol­
icy. which was enacted with 
the intention c f  empowering 
ou r tribal communities and 
fo s te rin g  soc io-econom ic  
upliftmcnt. However, recent 
controversies and the judg ­
ment by the honorable High 
Court have biought to light 
the  need  for constructive  
action to address the discord 
and  inequalities stem m ing 
from the p o lity

In the words o f  a learned 
K hasi N RI p ro fe sso rs  a t 
George Washington U niver­
sity (at their Foggy Bottom 
Cam pus, w hcx  I w as fortu­
nate to Icam some valuable 
le s so n s ) , m ost p re v a le n t 
reservation policies in vari­
ou s Indian slates arc  akin 
to  "BANDAR BA ANT." a 
Hindi proverb that loosely 
translates to  the division o f  
spoils by a cunning cat. who
ultim ate ly  ta<cs the lion 's 
share. Icavingthc unsuspect­
ing monkeys to believe the 
cat ac ted  a s a fa ir  e lderly  
umpire.

The efforts o f  the current 
sta te  government in w ork ­
ing towards forming a panel 
to  investiga te  rese rv a tio n  
po licy  reform s a nd  issues 
related to em ploym ent arc 
commendable: We are heart­
ened to see that prom inent 
le ad e rs  and  experts  from  
d ifferen t dom ains, several 
church leadcr>. social elders, 
and political leaders like VPP 
MLA A rdent Basaiaw m oit 
and  sen ior ministers. Kong 
A m parccn  Lyngdoh. Bah 
Paul L yngdoh. w ho have 
already sharcc their valuable 
insightsand views. It reflects 
a collcctivc determination to 
addrcss these challenges.

In m y hum ble op in ion , 
it is imperative that wc ap ­
proach these issues w ith  a 
positive, inclusive, and cm- 
pathctic mindset. O ur state's 
progress lies in  unity, and 
w e m ust work together to  
find equitable solutions that 
eater to the aspirations of all 
communities.

Hcncc I piopose a posi­
tive and inclusive approach 
to  resolve the reservation and 
roster system  issues, focus­
ing on the principles o f  unity, 
em pathy , and m erit-based  
opportun ities. My hum ble 
suggestions encompass both 
sh o rt-te rm  and long -te rm  
measures to  ensure sustain­
able development and social 
harm ony in Meghalaya. 
Sho rt-T erm  M easures:

C o m preh ensive  S tak e ­
holder Dialogue: Initiate an 
inclusive and respectful d ia­
logue involving representa­
tives from all tribes, experts, 
youth representatives, social 
le ad e rs , a nd  gove rn m e n t 
officials. Sue! engagements 
can help identify conccrns 
and  asp irations and  guide 
th e  fo rm u la tio n  o f  m ore  
inclusive polities.

E q u ita b le  D istr ibu tion

o f  dedica ted professionals 
and support from his loved 
u u c s. u llic iw iic , lie w ill
get stuck in las internal hell 
for as long as I did o r even 
longer. G od forbid.

Yours etc..
Samuel Swett.

Shillong-2

Barbaric  
violence in 
M anipur

F.ditor.
N oth ing  is a s condcm - 

liable a s  brutish sadism and 
cruelty. In Manipur, the base 
hum an instir.cts and viccs 
have been on full display for 
the past thrcc months. It is 
often difficult to view video 
clips o f  such barbaric atroci­
ties and k illn g s  that w ent 
viral on WhatsApp. It clearly 
show s that humans have lost 
all sense o f  compassion and 
fellow-feeling. A visit to a 
w ild  life  sa rc tu a ry  w ould 
reveal heartwarming scenes 
o f  an im als coexisting har­
m on ious ly . exem p lify ing  
their innate compassion and 
c iv iliz c d  behav iou r. H u­
m ans on the ether hand have 
proven to be the most cruci 
creatures.

H ere, the main question 
is: w hat arc the rcasons for 
th is continued and unabat-

Based on Need: Revise the 
reservation  d istribu tion  to 
add ress  the  needs o f  each 
com m unity , m oving aw ay 
from rigid percentages. En­
suring equitable opportuni­
tie s  w ill fo ste r  un ity  and  
m utual respect am ong the 
tribes.

Transparent Policy Frame­
work: Establish a transparent 
policy framework that clearly 
outlines the rationale behind 
reservation distribution and 
roster implementation. This 
w ill enhance understanding 
and  a ccoun tab ility  am ong 
the citizens.

E m phasis on  Skill D e­
velopm ent: Prio ritize  skill 
development and vocational 
training program s to  equip 
the youth with the necessary 
s k il ls  fo r  b e tte r  e m p lo y ­
ability and entrepreneurship 
opportunities.
L ong-Term  M easures:

Econom ic Development 
and Job Creation: Focus on 
econom ic developm ent by 
prom oting investments and 
jo b  creation in various sec­
tors. A diversified economy 
will reduce the  reliance on 
governm ent jo b s  and  lead 
to a  more balanced job  mar­
ket.

Strengthen Career Coun­
seling: Establish career coun­
se ling  ccn tc rs  in  d ifferen t 
regions to provide guidance 
and support to students and 
jo b se e k e rs . E m p o w erin g  
individuals w ith information 
will lead to  m ore informed 
career choiccs.

Promote Inter-Tribal Cul­
tural Exchanges: Encourage 
intcr-tribal cultural exchang­
es. events, and  festivals to 
foster a sense o f  unity and 
m utual respect am ong the  
different communities.

Inclusive Leadership and 
R e p rese n ta t io n : P rom o te  
inclusive leadership by en­
c o u ra g in g  re p rese n ta tio n  
from all tribes in political and 
adm inistrative positions. A 
diverse leadership team can 
better addrcss the needs o f  
different communities.

I fu rth e r take  th e  liberty  
to  suggest tw o  a dd itiona l 
c o n s id e ra tio n s  w h ile  de ­
c id ing  upon  th e  m em bers 
o f  th is panel to  review the  
1972 rese rva tion  policy:

a) First and foremost, 
the participants in the panel, 
whose v iew s might have a 
lasting impact on the future 
o f  our youth, must have lived 
and b rea th ed  in  o u r  land 
o f  M eghalaya, p referab ly  
a m o n g  th e  ru ra l m asses . 
T heir understanding o f  our 
society should be grounded 
in real-life experiences, not 
ju s t theoretical o r  bookish 
knowledge. It is crucial that 
the panel m em bers have a 
deep appreciation for the cul­
tural nuances and challenges 
fac ed  by d if fe re n t tr ibes 
and com m unities w ithin our 
state.

ed violence leading to the 
heartless killing o f  the inno- 
ccnt. including children and 
w om en? O ne c lear reason is 
"hatred." Hatred for fellow- 
brethren is the root cause. 
W hy do  w e need  to  hate  
those with whom we should 
b e  liv ing  toge ther in  har­
mony? Should w e not again 
find out the causes o f  that 
hatred? Unless w e pinpoint 
the causcs o f  hatred, w e will 
not resolve the M anipur is­
sue permanently. Peace and 
the idea o f  co-existence will 
continue to  elude us. The po ­
lice and paramilitary forecs 
patrolling the state are only 
a  quick-fix solution. Hatred 
surging from within cannot 
be  shot dow n w ith bullets 
from guns and pistols.

Yes. for true peace and 
to  fo ste r  love , w e  shou ld  
turn to  religion. It provides 
a ray o f  hope and spiritual 
solace. All religions teach 
us why we need to  love our 
neighbours and serve them 
in the ir needs, regardless o f  
th e ir  c rccd . e thn icity , and  
economic status. Religion is 
a lso o n co f th c  main vehicles 
that take us up to  the door­
w ay o f  the Almighty.

How ever, go ing  by  the 
p resen t circum stances one 
doubts i f  the "way and style" 
in which w c have been prac­
tis ing  ou r sacred  religions

b) Secondly, the com ­
position o f  the panel must 
include representatives from 
all age  groups to  en sure  a 
comprehensive and inclusive 
approach. W hile knowledge 
and expertise can be sought 
from anywhere in the world, 
it is equally vital to  include 
ind iv iduals from different 
ge n e ra tio n s . T h e  w isdom  
and  e x p e r ien c e  o f  e ld e rs  
from d iverse dom ains will 
be  in v a lu ab le  in  g u id ing  
the policy-m aking process. 
Additionally, representation 
from the younger generation 
will reflect the genuine think­
ing and a sp irations o f  our 
society's future leaders.

We b e lie v e  th a t th e se  
considera tions w ill enrich 
the panel's deliberations and 
contribute to the formulation 
o f  well-informed and holistic 
policies that will benefit all 
citizens o f  Meghalaya.

Wc also w ish to  bring to 
your attention the pressing
issiurs o f  iini'qnal opportuni­
ties. widespread unemploy­
ment. and the plight o f  single 
m o th e rs  in  o u r  s ta te . A s 
responsible leaders, wc urge 
you to focus on these criti­
cal conccrns and implement 
ta rg e te d  so c io -e c o n o m ic  
developm en t p rog ram s to 
uplift landless fam ilies and 
provide support to  vulner­
able youth.

Fu rthe rm ore . I exp ress  
m y earnest desire to hear the 
view s and valuable feedback 
no t on ly  from  those  w ise  
elders and seniors mentioned 
earlie r, w ho  have a lready  
shared their views publicly 
on this topic in th e  recent 
past, but also to invite and 
w elcom e com m en ts  from  
all readers , espec ia lly  the 
youth o f  the  state. After all. 
it is  th e ir  future that is at 
stake, and their voices and 
perspectives are o f  utmost 
importance in shaping poli­
cies that w ill chart the couisc 
o f  our state 's progress.

In conclusion. I believe 
that by adopting a construc­
tive and cm pathetic approach, 
wc can build a stronger and 
more harmonious Meghalaya 
that uplifts all its citizens. I 
hope tha t m y hum ble sug­
gestions w ill be given due 
consideration, and I extend 
my willingness to collaborate 
and support the government 
in  these  e n d ea v o u rs  in  a 
harm onious and  construc ­
tive  m anner. M eghalaya's 
progress lies in unity and col­
laborative efforts, and I am 
hopeful that w ith an inclusive 
and  em pathc tic  a pproach , 
w e can build a stronger and 
more equitab le  M eghalaya 
for generations to come.

Most importantly. I would 
eagerly look forward to  your 
favorable response and ac­
tion. respcctcd sirs & m ad­
am.

(T he  w riter is F ounder  
A  C h ie f Mentor, Kurkalang  
Skilling  <£• Learning Center 
(h ttps://tinyuri com/kslcs )

will ever take  us to the cre­
ator. The hatred w e harbour 
against olhcis for "various 
rea so n s"  has c o m p le te ly  
num bed ou r hum ane se n ­
sitivity. Hcncc w c see our 
fellow brethren approaching 
G od a little differently a s our 
arch-enemy. Wc have taken 
up arms to hurt them because 
they call Him by different 
names and hum in different 
tunes!

If  violence and cruelty 
can lead u s  to  G od. religion 
has been w rongly  under­
s to o d . M any  o f  us have 
a lso  been using  "re lig ion  
as a licence" to unleash our 
inner demons. W ere sacred 
religious placcs not the first 
casualties o f  this M anipur 
outrage? How does the des­
ecration and destruction o f  
religious sites delight G od 
in Heaven? I think wc have 
been thoroughly misled in 
every respect. We h a w  failed 
to  understand that hurting 
hum anity w ould hurt G od 
the most.

Yours ctc..
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

A rticles and letters ap ­
pearing  on th is page arc 
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  a nd  no t th a t o f  
The S h illong  Times

Public procurem ent 
the proccss by which gov­
ernm ents purchase  goods, 
s e rv ic e s  a n d  w o rk s  
a m o u n tcJ  to  SI I tr ill ion  
out o f  global G D P o f  nearly 
$90 trillion in 2018. In other 
words, 12 percent o f  global 
GD P is spent following pro­
curement regulation. And as 
per an OECD report from 
2014. the total volum e o f  
public procurement in India 
is estim ated to  constitu te  
about 30% o f  gross domestic 
product (GDP). So. 1 think 
it is safe to  say that Public 
Procurement is a big deal. 
Meghala>a must be having 
a larger share o f  G overn­
ment Procurement a s  part 
o f  overall G D P but data in 
this reganl is sparse. But it 
is very  d e a r  that govern ­
m ents arc the s ing le  la rg­
est purchaser o f  goods and 
services anywhere, anytime. 
Ih u s . g o ve rnm en ts  have 
tremendous pow er to  negoti­
ate effectively and to  secure 
the best possible outcomes. 
O f  courst. prices are surely 
em bedded in th is idea o f  
"best possib le  ou tcom es"  
but they cannot be the only 
determinant for procurement 
decisions T here arc numer­
ous other factors to consider 
and  we might turn to  the  
principles o f  DHI (Diversity. 
Equity and Inclusion) to help 
our ow n government make 
better decisions for the "best 
possible outcomes” .

T h u s  fa r , in  sp i te  o f  
num erous rec ru itm en ts o f  
procurem ent professionals'1 
specialists fo r the various 
government departments and 
para-governmental agencies 
iikc  MBDA. the p rocure­
ment policy within the state 
seemed fixated on the task 
o f  purchasing without giving 
any consideration w hatso­
ever towards DEI. But why 
is DEI so im portan t?  Let 
us look at the constituents 
o f  th is  c oncep t to  b e tte r  
understand.

First up is Diversity. Di­
versity involves all the ways 
that people a rc  d ifferen t, 
including the various charac­
teristics that distinguish one 
demographic- from another. 
Diversity contrary to popular 
be lief  is a good thing and 
must include those dem o­
graphics who aren't broadly 
rcprcscm cd in so c ie ty  o r 
certain  industries and  sec­
tors. Perhaps the m ost im­
portant element o f  Diversity 
in the contcxt o f  Meghalaya 
would be along the lines o f 
one 's ethnicity. For the sake 
o f  simplicity let us look at 
ethnicity through the broad 
categories ofTribol and Noil- 
tribal. On this front. Megha­
laya is making good strides 
bccausc - as compared to 20 
or so years ago - more and 
more Tribals have benefittted 
from Government Procure­
ment. It ii no exaggeration 
to say (hat as o f  f023 , the 
Tribal population is doing 
much better for its e lf  and 
in the  years to come, seems 
set to  achieve even better 
results in terms o f  participa­
tion and professionalism. I 
will not talk about the role 
briber)’ a rd  corruption plays 
in all this bccausc even if  wc 
take thosf into account, the 
Tribiil population seem s as 
capablc  and com peten t as 
its Non Tribal counterpart 
nowadays!

The second constituent 
o f  D EI is E quity . E quity  
aims to  ensure equal treat­
m ent. acccss. opportun ity  
and advancement for people. 
E quity  m ust iden tify  and 
rem ove barriers that p re ­
vent some groups from fully 
participating in society or 
certain industries and sec­
tors. To promote equity, the 
government must focus on 
understand ing  the  causcs 
(hat underlie d isparities in 
society. The aim o f  equity 
is to prom ote ju stice , fair­
ness and impartiality in the 
w ay things arc done and in 
the distribution o f  resources 
within social stm ctures, sys­
tems and institutions. In our 
p a rticu la r  c o n tc x t. o n e 's  
Socioeconomic status might 
just be tlx* m ost important 
consideration. Iliat is  to say 
that in awarding tenders, the 
government must diligently 
consider this parameter. It 
is not a lw ays up to  on e 's  
ab ility  tc show  m oney in 
the bank as per financial. 
1 have encountered many 
firms anc individuals who 
might be as capablc a s those 
already ir  the fray but who

a rc  left ou t b ccau sc  they 
have  no m oney. S im ila r  
to the issue o f  experience, 
firms and individuals must 
be allow ed  to  accum ulate 
capital. As M eghalaya has 
no Private Sector to speak of. 
G overnment Procurement is 
an important tool to correct 
structural inequality and an 
ally in battling the endemic 
poverty that surrounds u s 
in M eghalaya. F avouring  
SHGs and Cooperatives in 
bids w ould  be a positive  
step and upskilling them by 
way o f  encou rag ing  the ir 
participation with more pro­
fessional firms from outside 
th rough  co n so rtiu m s and  
joint ventures would be  even 
better.

Finally, w hen w c turn to 
Inclusion, the last constitu­
ent o f  DEL Inclusion is the 
ethical im perative that our 
government must act upon. 
An inc lu sive  governm ent 
supports and em braces. I 
know how w eird it sounds 
that 1 talk about a govern­
ment having ethics but this is 
what wc must aspire for re­
gardless o f  how impractical 
it sounds. Having Inclusion 
as the foundational goal for 
all procurem ent p rocesses 
would yield positive results 
for the  m ajority not ju s t a 
few.

The problem in M egha­
laya as I see it is that the 
tendering proccss is broken. 
This has allow ed for just a 
few to  dom inate and  con­
tinue to dom inate all work 
de a lin g  w ith  governm en t 
contracts. Big players like 
D ur C o n s tru c tio n , S ing- 
hahu Press. Rockboard, Elk 
Pharma (cheekily based on 
real firms) who a rc  the main 
p layers in the ir respective 
sectors benefit from being 
first movers. They have the 
advantage o f  having the fiat 
wal lets to alw ays be relevant 
fo r any  w ork tha t com es 
up. T his yields tremendous 
financial windfalls for their 
owners but the government 
must be actively seeking to 
rc-distribute its resources not 
to conccntratc them into a 
few hands. This has always 
been m y belief. The large 
loans wc are  tak ing , from 
World Bank. A DB ctc are 
going to the top I %  (must be 
smaller than that for a state 
like M eghalaya) and arc not 
bcncfilting the starving mil­
lions. Can Conrad Sangma 
afford such bad practiccs? 
Can wc afford to  allow con­
trol to slip from the hands o f  
the people as our state turns 
into an oligarchy?

Everyone I know in the 
governm ent w an ts  to  sec  
"good w ork" but they d on ’t 
ask if  it is good for every­
one. I n our shortsightedness, 
wc have sown the seeds o f 
instability and civil unrest. 
Wc have sown the seeds o f  
the French Revolution and 
w c now wonder w hy people 
arc becoming more violent, 
more ag itated  a nd  bolder. 
What happened to Amparccn 
Lyngdoh. to the C hief Minis­
ter himself, a rc  not isolated 
incidents. T hey  cannot be 
dism issed so easily. There is 
a pain that people are feeling, 
there is an injustice which 
is real.

H ow ever, there  is still 
hope. The government can 
changc the direction o f  its 
Procurement policy and con­
sequently change the behav­
iour o f  its ow n citizcns. This 
requ ires invo lv ing  s take ­
holders. not shareholders in 
its consideration. I refuse to 
believe that in a state with a 
population o f  30-*- lakh, only 
a few privileged players are 
the best at the ir  jo b s  and  
should be awarded contract 
after contract. It is statisti­
cally impossible. They have 
made their money: it is  now 
the tim e to  cut them loose 
and to ensure others are also 
able  to  grow  a nd  th rive . 
I f  w c arc  able  to do  this, 
it w ill m ean tha t w c a rc  
walking the talk on making 
M eghalaya tru ly  egalita r­
ian. W ithin M eghalaya, wc 
have been very fortunate to 
have been schooled in the 
wonderful indigenous ideas 
o f  "im lang sahlang", which 
1 interpret as "live equally, 
reside equally” . DEI is not a 
new concept to us. Perhaps it 
is time to talk about another 
idea: “kam ailang kicwlang". 
nam ely  to  "ea rn  equally , 
climb equally"

(The writer can he con­
ta c te d  a t abner.pariahQ , 
gm ail.com)

https://tinyurl.com/
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Uninspiring dynasts
CURIOUSLY, with just six months left for the EC 
notification on the next Parliament polls, the mood 
in the opposition camp is palpably downbeat. Its 
decision to hold the next round o f  conclave later this 
month in Mumbai is by itself not sufficient to create 
the right momentum for a huge electoral battle. First 
and foremost, the leaders are hemming and hawing 
as to who they would project as the PM nominee. 
Such a trend hac already set in on the Indian electoral 
landscape, as in the US. since 2014. This is because 
parties today centre mostly if  not exclusively around 
individuals. Mere so  as most parlies are family en­
terprises. a trend set by the Congress party from the 
time o f  Indira Gandhi. Now, every crook is subvert­
ing the cause of democracy and heading a party on 
the dynasty model. The big question therefore, is. 
what their credibility would be when they collect 
themselves intoonc heap. Prime Minister Modi has 
rightly zeroed in on this aspect in his first response 
to INDIA.

Some recent opinion polls give an edge to the BJP- 
led N D A . set against the new opposition political 
formation. There is no perceptible anti-incumbency 
mood. If the electorate's mind must change, at the 
last minute, that could happen at the behest o f  the 
BJP or PM Modi, who has a knack to spring surprises 
a la Balakot. The failure o f  the united Opposition to 
floor the ruling dispensation in most respects be 
it matters o f  development, econom y, defence or 
national communal temperature could signify that 
this alliance o f  cldies would be incapable o f  working 
the electorate to a frenzy and dislodge the present 
dispensation.

The Indian electorate, with the spread o f  the elec­
tronic media and net-linked mobile phones at most 
homes, is more aware today about the difference 
between local elections and a parliamentary poll. In 
their perception Modi lowers over others while the 
INDIAalliancc is rudderless. Rahul Gandhi is legally 
handicapped. Nitish Kumar or Sharad Pawar could 
be a laughing stock for different reasons. Mamata 
Banerjee too has less clout outside Bengal. Goa put 
paid to her PM ambitions. Some 17 parties o f  the 
a llia n c e  h a v e  o n e  m e m b e r  e a c h  in  P a r lia m en t . T h es e  

are virtual non-entities and parasites. They can feed 
only on the strength o f  others. The ruling parties o f  
Odisha, Tclangtna and Andhra Pradesh are not with 
INDIA. The opposition in Maharashtra is ruptured. 
There has been no serious effort on the part o f  the 
Opposition to assert itself or challenge the Modi 
establishment. This situation is tailor-made for defeat 
unless someone hcetors its cause with a stronger 
sense o f  resolve even at this late hour.

Democracy, Rule of Law & 
Bureaucracy in M eghalaya

T here  a rc  few  fac ts  we 
have to accept so that w e can 
comc to g rips w ith reality. 
First, M eghalaya like India 
is not a dem ocracy  in the 
real sense o f  the term . In­
equality and distorted power 
e quations m ake dem ocracy 
impossible to w ork. A good 
example would be the rela­
tionship between the Block 
Development Officer in the 
village  and  the people. In 
a d e m o crac y  w h ere  it is  
said pow er belongs to  the 
people, the villagers can and 
should approach the BDO, 
not with folded hands look­
ing for patronage (govern­
ment schemes), but should be 
able to  speak to the BDO as 
equals. But is that a  reality? 
In villages people arc afraid 
to enter a governm ent office 
and rely on the village head­
man to  get them their dues. 
Hcncc another pow er centre
is crciltcd and thi* p«T«>n oc­
cupying that position acts as 
the middlc-m an between the 
BIX) and the village folks. 
Village residen ts ' in terface 
with government is minimal 
and continues to be so. How 
then can they benefit from 
the m ultiple schem es actu­
ally ‘schem ed' by intelligent 
minds and aimed at populism 
and w inning votes.

In the light o f  what hap­
pened  in Tura. West G aro 
Kills on July 24 last one also 
feels the need to  delve into 
w hat is the "R ule o f  Law," 
its implications and w hether 
such  ru le  o f  law  a ctua lly  
ex is ts  in M eghalaya. The 
rule o f  law is a mechanism 
and process which ensures 
the applica tion  o f  a se t o f  
norms that treat all citizens 
as equals before the law. This 
translates into a non-arbitrary 
form  o f  g o v e rn a n c e . We 
usually associate a rb itra ri­
ness with various form s o f  
despotism. Yet arbitrariness 
is practiced as a rule in this 
country and even in Megha­
laya. How else are some c iti­
zcns sitting in vehicles with 
dark g lasses and  sounding 
their sirens to remind lesser 
m ortals to  vacate the road 
because " they"  the Very 
Important Persons taking 
som e decisions o f  life and 
death for us arc passing by. 
Can there be a w orse form o f  
demonstration o f  inequality 
than this? Yet. wc citizens, 
all o f  us with one vote each, 
refuse to  act much less to 
p ro tes t th is  a rb itra rin ess .

B y Patricia M ukhim

W e have  in ternalized  this 
arbitrariness to the extent o f  
normalizing it So let’s forget 
the notion o f  b;ing equal citi­
zcns! A despotic government 
is one that m a tes  rules to  fa­
cilitate its own arbitrariness 
so that it can act without the 
constraint o f  law whenever 
and  w herever it wishes to.

T he rule o f law has been 
c ritiqued by n.i less than Ar­
istotle in  the 4th century BC 
and  later by French political 
ph ilo sopher M ontesquieu. 
Both agree thai w hile the rule 
o f  law is necessary to guide 
soc ie ty  it cannot be  a rb i­
trarily applied. It is generally 
accepted that h e  creation o f  
laws, their enforcement, and 
the relationships among legal 
rules are thctrisclvcs legally 
regulated, so  that no one 
inc luding the m ost h ighly 
p laced official - should be 
a b o v e  the  law. In s im p le  
terms th is means that those 
running the government arc 
a lso subject to existing laws 
a s much as citizcns are. We 
a rc  supposedly equal before 
the law and hcncc no person 
shall hold special privileges 
because o f  the position that 
she 'he  holds. In the applica­
tion o f  the rule o f  law (here 
rule o f  law does not mean 
the  applica tion  o f  jud ic ia l 
processes: nor docs it relate 
o n ly  to policing processes 
but across all governm ent 
functions), the app lica tion  
and  ad jud ica tion  o f  legal 
rules by various governing 
o ffic ia ls  a re  to  be  im par­
tial and  cons stent without 
ta k in g  in to  considera tion  
the class, status, o r relative 
pow er among the citizenry 
o r  indeed their educational 
status.

For the law to be applied 
equally  across a ll sections 
o f  society, citizens should 
know  the law jo that they can 
contest its arbitrary applica­
tion. C an  that happen in a 
society tha t is not ju st illiter­
a te  but which is wallowing 
in poverty?  In M eghalaya
32.7 people live below the 
poverty line and that reduces 
them  to a pow crle ssness  
o n ly  they can understand. 
T his has happened because 
the  bureaucracy  w hich is 
ta sk ed  w ith  b r in g in g  e n ­
a b lin g  schem es c lo se r  to  
the people spend more time 
in  their officc cubicles and

hardly visit the people. N atu­
rally. people learn to  depend 
heav ily  on the ir politician 
(M L A ) w h o  th e y  fee l is 
one  o f  them and in  a better 
position to understand their 
plight. But considering that 
the  M LA too  is  no longer 
o n e  o f  them  a nd  liv e s in 
the comfort o f  his home in 
Shillong, the concerns o f  the 
villagers remain unaddresscd 
and the  governance a  distant 
dream.

Poverty-stricken villagers 
arc entertained only once in 
f ive  years. Poverty  forces 
them  to acc ep t do les  and 
be ing  co nscience -stricken  
they  vo te  for the  h ighest 
bidder for their votes. These 
a rc  the people w ho today 
arc  realizing that they have 
been g iven  short shrift by 
the  sy stem  o f  governance  
and that i f  they d o n 't unite 
and demand their rights they 
will not have access to  those 
righ ts. H cncc the dem and 
for a  w inter capital in  Tura! 
T he arguments put forward 
a rc  tha t som e governm ent 
establishments w ill function 
from  Tura and that w ould 
bring governance closer to  
the people. But the  q u e s­
tion that follow s is what 
arc  the plethora o f  d istrict 
o ffices  d o in g  tha t peop le  
need to cook all the way to 
Shillong? A ren 't the district 
o ffice s  m ean t to  ad d ress  
the needs o f  people in that 
d istric t?  Perhaps the  more 
pertinent question is -What 
arc the Block D evelopment 
Officers (BDOs) doing? Who 
is monitoring their function 
and  the outcom es?  A ren 't 
some o f  the BDOs the richest 
am ong bureaucrats? D on’t 
they ow n several buildings 
that others can on ly  envy? 
W here do  they get their extra 
earnings from ? Can anyone 
in the G overnm ent answer 
this? This is the broken link 
in the governance system and 
ii has to be Axed. I am not so 
sure that a winter capital will 
be able  to address the broken 
bureaucratic frame.

T h is  b r in g s  m e to  the  
contentious issue o f  the rela­
tionship between the political 
c lass and  the bureaucracy. 
Ironically, ju s t a few days 
after his elec tion  in 2014. 
Prim e Minister. Modi made 
a pledge to revitalize India’s 
administrative set-up which

he said was suffering from 
the perception that corrupt 
b u rea u cra ts  a rc  d e sp ise d  
but thrive, while the honest 
a rc  re sp e c ted  b u t do  not 
rise. Modi pointed out that 
many o f  those w anting  to 
do something end up in the 
boondocks. In its true sense 
the bureaucracy is meant to 
im plem ent polic ies by the 
book and to  blow the w histle 
w hen  p o lit ic ia n s  w ay lay  
the smooth implementation 
o f  schem es b e ca u se  they 
need to make money on the 
sly. W hy have bureaucrats 
becom e com plic it in what 
their political m asters have 
ex ce lled  in? W hat is a lso  
problem atic is the political 
a lleg ian c e  o f  b u reau cra ts  
instead  o f  follow ing  the ir 
training module learnt in the 
L B SN A A  M u sso o ric . O f  
course, many arc only look­
ing a t professional mobility 
and riling the political class 
means a punishment posting. 
It is unfortunate that the civil 
servants a rc  not p ro tec ted  
from political vengeance.

O f  th e  m a n y  tr a in in g  
m odules the im portant one 
is to handle law and order so 
that it does not com pletely 
collapse as happened in Tura 
some w eeks ago and in Ma­
nipur for 3 whole months and 
counting . B ut everyw here  
w c sec  th is  a sp ec t o f  the 
IAS training module falling 
into disrepute. Studies have 
show n how  IA S o f fic e rs  
have instead o f  investing in 
upgrad ing  the ir  sk ills  and  
developing expertise in their 
respective tasks have instead 
used their affinity to  politi­
cians to  leverage important 
postings. T h e  a b sen c e  o f  
a p p ro p ria te  y a rd s t ick s  to 
measure pcrfonnance-bascd 
o u tc o m e s  is a lso  a h uge  
d raw back . It is im portant 
fo ran  IAS oflicer and for the 
public to know what and how 
much an oflicer has achieved 
in the department he she han­
d les. And promotion should 
be based on performance and 
not on seniority alone. This 
w ould be a good  indicator 
o f  how equal to  the task a 
bureaucrat is.

In Meghalaya as in other 
s ta te s , som e  b u rea u cra ts  
h ave  a llow ed  them se lves 
to  be used by all shades o f  
politicians. This is a disser­
vice to  their profession and 
to  the people o f  this country 
who they have professed to 
serve by using the rule o f  law 
equitably.

W hither
M eghalaya!
Editor,
I often w'ritc my observa­

tions on matters o f interest 
to  me a fte r  reading. 'T he  
Shillong Times.* but 1 don't 
post them. The Ni.y Aayog’s 
findings that places M egha­
laya at the lower end in many 
a re as filled me *viih deep 
anguish  and  sham e. How 
h a s  M e g h a la y a  'b o o k e d ' 
its p lace as India's second 
poorest state? It began w hen 
both politicians and bureau­
cra ts sham elessly lost their 
commitm ent in their 'D uty 
o f  Care'!

I e x p ec ted  a re sp o n se  
from  the G overnm ent the 
very next day denying Niti 
Aayog's findings as lias been 
the habit w hen M jghalaya's 
index fell to the low est in 
education, school dropouts, 
m ost c o rrup t su re . ci al! 
But nothing w as forthcom­
ing. O f  late the caily news 
hav e  be en  shock ing  and  
depressing. The news report. 
"IINYM arm s villagers with 
bows and arrow's (ST  July 
5. 2023), opened my eyes 
to the financial b ceding o f  
the state! HNYM President 
Louis D ohtdong highlights, 
"w a s te fu l expen d itu re  o f  
public money" that has to 
be p lugged  too! P o litical 
appoin tm ents arc not ju s t 
appeasem ent posts, but also 
suspiciously ncfarous! Then 
bringing in outside private 
consultants costs the exche­
quer heavily. (1 know first 
hand how exorbitant are their 
charges!).

Im agine  w ha; 60  c o n ­
sultants are charging (over 
and under the table. Under 
the tabic is  ju st my assum p­
tion!) And appointments of,
"M LAs who were defeated 
in the Assembly elections." 
are another bleeding jugu ­

lar! T he CM says that these 
(failed) MLAs who are ap­
poin ted  a s  C hairm en . Co- 
chairm en . e tc . o f  various 
Boards get Rs. 20.000 per 
m on th  a s  sa lary . B ut the 
total compensation is never 
d isc lo se d !  I f  m y e s tim a ­
tion is correct, they receive 
probably  tw o lakhs at the 
minimum!

And I wonder i f  the state 
can turn around and accom ­
plish the target o f  a  10 billion 
dollar econom y in five years 
tim e! H ow  political lead­
e rs  a re  taking the ordinaty 
people fo ra  ride by painting
rosy p ictures o f  the future 
and with false promises just 
beats me! They arc not afraid 
o f  Ciod it appears! And this 
belief together with Friday's 
devotional theme. "Authen­
tic Christianity o f  O ur Daily 
Bread.”  has prompted m e to 
write this letter. I learn that. 
"Those w ho arc indwelt by 
and dependent on the Spirit 
o f  Je su s  a rc  hum b le  and  
self-effacing." It goes on  to 
say how  such  people  a re  
touched by the suffering o f  
others, and they long for the 
goodness in o thers because 
they arc  merciful to those 
who stm ggic and fail.

May o u r  p o lit ica l and  
c ivil leaders be gu ided  by 
O u r D aily  B read  m ed ita ­
tions!

Yours etc.
Kevin Phillips, 
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M eghalaya in 
the doldrum s

Rditor,
The curren t sta te  o f  a f­

fairs in Meghalaya seem to 
have rcachcd a dead end and 
its despicable governance is 
a laughing slock in  the print, 
electronic and on social me­
dia. From  the mishandling

o f  the s ta te  f inances to  a 
d w in d lin g  fall in th e  per 
capita incom e equating us 
with Bihar, from the highest 
d rop-out rate  in education 
to the least perform ing state 
and adding another feather to 
its cap is being the "most cor­
rupt state," in the country as 
certified by none other than 
the Prime M inister h im self 
during his pre-election tour 
to M eghalaya. Wc have a 
h illtop o f  garbage stackcd 
up w ith each  passing  day 
a nd  no  so lu t io n . T h e re ’s 
w ater scarcity, high inflation, 
traffic  congestion , failing 
education system and an 
ultra- rich group o f  so-called 
elitist manufacturing poverty 
in the society. Then there are 
pressure groups w ho jum p 
every  now and  then for a 
m edia hype and later van­
ishing into thin air. W here is 
the state going to in the next 
five years? No one knows but 
wc are flattered with dreams 
and imagined future, forget­
ting that the present state o f 
a ffairs is a culm ination o f  
political foolhardiness and 
lack o f  foresight by the po­
litical dispensation that has 
allow ed the state to reach a 
new low.

O u r  s ta te  is  now  in a 
severe debt trap and its pos­
sible that w e arc going to be 
another Sri Lanka. And the 
less we speak o f  a  Smart City 
the better.

Yours etc.. 
Dominic S. Wankhar 

Via email

Hate speech  
should be 

curbed  
im m ediately
Hditor,
The present tension-rid­

d led  environm ent in som e 
parts o f  the country due to 
v a rio u s  reasons m ust be  
curbed immediately so that 
it docs no t trigger sim ilar 
in c id en ts  e lsew here . In a 
shocking instance o f  a  hate 
crim e, a Railway Protection 
Force constable shot dead his 
senior and three passengers 
on board the Jaipur-Mumbai 
Central Express near Palghar 
station in Maharashtra and 
in a video clip, the remorse­
less accused is seen stand­
ing beside a blood-soaked 
body and uttering hate-filled 
w ords which arc objection­
a b le  a n d  c o n d c m n a b lc . 
The hate-filled rant and the 
cold-blooded m urders leave 
no room for doubt that the 
communal virus has deeply 
perm eated onr society and 
there is  need o  control such 
ideo logy  which is a lready  
tarnishing the image o f  the 
country.

Kven as the G 20 confer­
ence is being held in India 
su c h  inc iden ts  a rc  be ing  
transmitted outside the coun­
try w ithin a short period. In 
the present incident the ac­
cused mentioned the names 
o f  the Prim e M inister and the 
U ttar Pradesh C hief Minister 
w hilcgivingablood-curdling 
w arning to  India's Muslims, 
lays bare the unw illingness 
o f  the politic.'! leadership to 
deal with such type o f  hate 
spccches. C om m unal te n ­
sions have turned countless 
neighbourhoods across India 
into a tindcrbox that ge ts 
ignited by a mere spark • a 
remark incitirg violence or a 
prow cativc  show o f  strength 
in a m in o rity -d o m in ate d  
locality . The c la sh e s  tha t 
e rup ted  in H aryana’s Nuh 
over a religious procession 
a re  now  sc o rc h in g  o th e r

districts o f  the state too and 
now the onus is on the police 
to arrest and prosecute riot­
ers and a lso those indulging 
in hate spcech-clse the gov­
ernm ent's inaction would be 
read as its complicity.

1 would like to mention 
here that the hate speeches 
used by a BJP spokesperson 
has tarnished the country’s 
im age in o th e r  c o u n trie s  
a lso . T he Suprem e C ourt 
had  com c up w ith severe  
strictures against such state­
ments. The Supreme Court 
judgem ent is  meant for all 
p o litica l le ad e rs  w ho for 
the ir  po litica l ga in s m ake 
hate spccches. The nation's 
un ity  m ust rem a in  in ta c t 
and there should not be any 
harm  to the social fabric o f  
the socicty which the country 
had ach ieved  a fte r  a long 
and continuous struggle and 
the nefarious designs o f  an­
tisocial elem ents should be 
defeated a t all levels.

P roper e n qu iry  should 
be conducted and the guilty 
should be punished and com ­
pensation paid to the injured 
the families o f  those killed. It 
is imperative that this issue is 
addressed with utm ost seri­
ousness and those responsi­
ble for orchestrating the riots 
should be to brought to  book 
and full justice  b e  provided 
to  the innocent victims. Wc 
should not forget that there 
a rc  fo rces  at w ork which 
want to  create Manipur-like 
situations in o the r parts o f  
the country and this is evi­
dent in the manner in which 
revengeful action w as taken 
in the neighbouring districts. 
Com e to think o f  it. had the 
law been enforced properly, 
a man accused o f  lynching 
tw o  w ould no t have  been 
roam ing around fom enting

trouble.
In th e  heart o f  the nation, 

w here unity in diversity has 
been our strength for centu­
ries, it is painful to see  such 
riots in Nuh. T he clashes that 
erupted in this region have 
not on ly  shaken  the  local 
populace but have also raised 
crucial questions about our 
society's resilience and har­
mony. N uh. often referred 
to  as the 'M ecca o f  M cos.' 
has historically been home 
to diveise com m unities liv­
ing side by  side. Communal 
violence is often fuelled by 
vested interests seeking to 
exploit sentim ents based on 
religious o r ethnic identities 
for personal o r political gain. 
Inflammatory spccches and 
divisive na natives circulated 
th rough  social m edia can 
incite emotions and lead to 
a breakdow n o f  the social 
fabric, tu rn ing  neighbours 
into enem ies. T he ro le  o f  
law enforcem ent and  com ­
munity leaders cannot be un- 
dennined in addressing and 
preventing such outbreaks.

Political leaders should 
prioritise the w ell-being o f  
the community over personal 
g a in s  and  w ork  to w a rd s  
unity. O n ly  th rough  open 
d ia lo g u e , e co n o m ic  e m ­
p o w erm en t. a nd  po litica l 
in teg rity  can  w e hope to  
preven t the  recu rrence  o f  
such unfortunate incidents 
and ensure a brighter, united 
future for otir nation where 
pcace prevails.

Yours ctc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
au th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

A Theatre of 
Betrayal

B y  Janet H ttjo n

Following the recent a t­
tempt to. let us call it ’unset­
tle 'the  c h e f  minister and his 
entourage in Tura, the health 
m inister made a couple o f  
comments that 1 found rather 
c u rio u s  iS h illong  T im es. 
July 2 8 th2023). Firstly, she 
advised putting an end to the 
“mafia po itical warfare”  that 
is disrupt ng the "otherwise 
peaceful state". She urged 
the people o f  the state to say 
" ...n o  to this intrusive appli­
cation o f  political patronage 
w hich is becoming a danger­
ous trend’.. .  (italics mine). 
Taken ou o f  the context o f  
Meghalaya today, both state­
m ents arc definitely  goals 
worth putsuing. But surely 
describing M eghalaya a s an 
'o therw ise  peaceful s ta te ’ 
w here political patronage is 
only ‘becoming’ a dangerous 
trend,* could not be further 
from the truth.

W hat ibou t the recent ar- 
» n  attacks in Laitunikhrnh,
which lee to the imposition 
o f  a curfew  (a lb e it short 
lived) by Deputy Com m is­
sioner Koibah on grounds 
that 'S h ilo n g  is no longer 
sa fe ’ (ST. Ju ly  12th); the 
a ttack on the health minister 
herself c<nnot be shrugged 
o ff  just bccausc the assail­
ant w as labelled m entally  
unstable -  the wider implica­
tions o f  why she w as targeted 
should be probed; the con­
tinuing uncase in the border 
areas following the Mukroh 
firing : the a lleg e d  e x tra ­
jud ic ia l killing o f  Cheris- 
tcrficld T iangkhicw  and its 
aftermath; the deepening o f  
communal tensions and the 
exploitation o f  the same by 
parties interested in deepen­
ing  the  divide  is becom ­
ing m ore apparent despite 
counter arguments from the 
government. And this time 
it is not only between dkhar 
and tribal but between one 
tribe and another a s seen in 
the HNYFs opposition to the 
G aro demand for a w inter 
capital. Many years ago my 
grandfather Josingh Rynjah 
noted: ‘ Ri Khasi — disunity 
is thy name’, but now- it looks 
as i f  the Garo camp too is in­
creasingly fragmented. Who 
is going lo blink first and 
who will press the trigger? 
And w ill those burying their 
heads in the sand  behind 
their gated mansions escape 
the carnage, and w ill only 
the innocent get caught in 
the cross lairs?

A s for the m inister’s  sec­
ond com m ent, 1 guess wc 
should be gratefu l that at 
least the presence o f  political 
patronage is acknow ledged. 
A lthough, w ith a  few ex ­
c ep tions . h a sn 't po litica l 
patronage been the modus 
operandi in M eghalaya al­
m ost s in ;c  its incep tion?  
W hy e lse should w c see po­
litical appointees being para­
chuted into departments, the 
functioning o f  w hich, they 
have no d u e  o r where they 
arc not necessarily needed. 
And ta lk : bout the persistent 
p rac ticc  am ongst cu rrcn t 
a nd  w annabe  p o lit ic ia n s  
to buy support and no one 
willing to betray the gaggle 
o f  geese laying the golden 
ecus. Lucky patrons. As 
long as this cycle o f  cold- 
calculation and dependency 
on easy money continues, 
Meghalaya will be forever 
crippled and im poverished 
by her sclf-sccking po liti­
c ian s a n j  th e ir  m in ions. 
’T rend '. I fear, is too innocu­
ous a term for a practice that 
has torn the moral fabric o f  
Meghalaya to  shreds expos­
ing only a profound sense o f  
dart; hclpcssncss.

M eanw hile  the  depu ty  
c h ic f  m in iste r's  con tribu ­
tion to  tl'c conversation is 
unhelpful, liy cs  roll e v ­
erybody because it 'seem s' 
the violence is po litica lly  
motivated (how convenient), 
and tha t Ihc police should 
be m ore “aggressive’* and 
“proactive in investigating 
such issues**. (July 28th). 
A s usual the buck stops else­
where. I would have thought 
that a thoiough investigation 
autom atically follow s any 
a d  o f  unlaw ful v iolence and 
no reminder is required.

A nd w hat se lf-se rv in g  
hypocrisy! W hy should this 
threat to the ch icf minister 
matter more than the actual 
brutal killing o f  Sub-lnspcc- 
tor Pcarlvstonc Marbaniang 
in 2015. or the death o f  min­
ers in coalniincs where safety

standards arc non-cxistcnt? 
But d id  w e  sec a thorough 
investigation there? No. and 
why no t?  A pparen tly  for 
fear o f  disturbing the stench 
o f  political patronage which 
any  p o lic c  a c tio n  w ou ld  
have stirred up. Yet now is 
it bccausc your ow n tails arc 
scorchcd. that you suddenly 
be co m e  le ss  c o m p lac en t 
and feel the need for urgent 
vigilance? Thank goodness 
that in this bleak and unjust 
universe the flame o f  justicc 
bum s bright in the beacon o f  
hope called the  High Court 
someone cares.

A n d  w h a t is  c x a c tly  
meant by ’aggressive '? In 
this currcnt volatile climatc 
where emotions arc running 
h igh , it is  inad v isa b le  to 
use words that could come 
back to  haunt you. And as 
1 w rite  this articlc . events 
have m oved on. Conflict­
ing narratives have begun to 
emerge. NGOs now consider 
the a rre s ts  fo llow ing  the 
Tura incident as actions "in­
dicative o f  an authoritative 
(sic but should it not be 
authoritarian?) government'. 
(Note authoritative  means 
com m anding and sclf-con- 
lidcnt; likely to  be  rcspcctcd 
o r obeyed, which is dearly  
not the w ay the NGOs feel 
tow ards the government at 
the moment. A uthoritarian 
m eanw hile is favouring or 
enforcing strict obcdicncc 
to authority a t the expense 
o f  personal freedom, and this 
my friends more accuratcly 
describes the m ood o f  the 
agitators in Tura).

U ltim ately what the Tura 
‘incident' must make us do 
is interrogate w hat wc mean 
by a ‘peaceful suite'. It is 
not just the abscncc o f  overt 
violence that indicates pcace. 
although that is undeniably 
crucial. But ensuring peace 
o f  mind built on trust in a 
governm en t w o rk in g  for 
and not against you is even 
more important for it is this 
that w ill guarantee lasting 
pcace. M ost o f  us accept 
that strugg les  a re  part o f  
the h u m an  c o n d itio n  but 
hardship is bitterly resented 
if  one notices that on e 's  un­
happy lot is because those in 
pow er see nothing w rong in 
pampering themselves by the 
gross accumulation o f  looted 
w ealth while ignoring the 
basic needs o f  the majority. 
1 w onder i f  in the ir plush 
m ansions, they e v er spare 
a thought for those w ho can 
barely afford to put food on 
the tabic. Hcartlcssncss now 
patently resides at the heart 
o f  government. Yet most re­
volting o f  all w c are made to 
endure the scream  o f  sirens 
sweeping the long-suffering 
hoi-polloi aside so ou r min­
isters can w h iz  the ir  w ay  
through ou r traffic-choked 
streets. W hat a shameless 
d isp lay  o f  pow er w orthy 
only o f  tin-pot dictators.

Leading a charm cd and 
easy life untouchcd by the 
strugg les  o f  the com m on 
people, those in pow er have 
rem oved them selves from 
life as the rest o f  us know it 

they have in cficct system­
atically added another facet 
to the ‘Them & U s' culture. 
We can no longer recognise 
ourselves in ‘Them ’ (not that 
w e w ant to ) even  though 
we may belong to  the same 
tribe and speak the same lan­
guage. Thanks to  their life­
styles they arc no longer one 
o f  us • they arc in csscncc 
’fo re igne rs’ in o u r  m idst. 
No more arc wc privileged 
to feel that comforting sense 
o f  b e ing  a d is t in c t co m ­
munity o f  ‘ricw lum ’. o f  hill 
people nurtured by common 
ideals:

'Ka (/on ka wan lui leil 
ryngkat;

K a iap ka im  n th  dang  
kawei

Svnshar ka Suk  s lii Snieh  
P yn fte i.'

Comings and  goings in 
sym pathy in step  

Welfare a m i woe o f  
comm on concern  

Concord's dom inion on the  
fa c e  o f  I he land '

(Soso Tham: Ki Sngi Barim  
U  H ynhlew Trep.

Ka Meirilung)
A crass  theatre  o f  pup­

pe ts  a nd  p u p p e te e rs  has 
replaced the poet’s vision o f  
a homeland oncc gentle with 
harmony and compassion.

( T h e  w r i te r  c a n  h e  
re a ch e d  a I ja n .m o o re %  
hotmail.co.uk)
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State Education C om m ission
THE State Education Commission with educationists 
o f  experience as members is now in place. This Com­
mission should have been set up years ago when the 
SSLC results were showing an appalling downslidc 
with several schools in rural Meghalaya having zero 
pass percentage. The MDA deserves credit for tak­
ing this important leap although it came after dismal 
survey studies by external agencies. Meghalaya is 
perhaps the only state with several types o f  school 
administrative models that are mind boggling. They 
arc the result af political expediency and were not 
based on a realistic study o f  the situation. Several 
schools were started due to political pressure and 
before the financial implications were rationally 
worked out. While it is understood that there is a 
dearth o f  schools in rural Meghalaya even today, the 
mere act o f starting a school without considering the 
larger picture, defeats the very purpose.

One o f  the many problems o f  education in Megha­
laya is the lack o f  qualified teachers in Sciencc and 
Mathematics. Not every person holding a graduate 
or Master’s degree in Science or Mathematics can in 
turn teach the subjects. Teaching is a special skill that 
not everyone possesses. Some teachers lack com ­
munication skills because o f  which students cannot 
understand them. But the cco-systcm in ourschools 
is such that a student asking questions is  considered 
impudent. H eice many students go  home without 
having understood what was taught and ultimately 
growing to h ac the subject and the teacher both. 
There arc many schools where such teachers exist. 
Considering that teachers once appointed are never 
evaluated, it is also not surprising that an incompe­
tent teacher remains in his/her position for at least 
25-30 years a id  churns out half-baked students. 
So much actually depends on teachers. And those 
who don’t understand child psychology arc least 
qualified to tcach.lt is therefore important to reform 
the teacher’s  appointment process and to put each 
teacher under probation during which time feedback 
can be sought from students. It does not matter how  
personal the views arc but some data can be gathered 
about a tcachcr’s  performance from such feedback. 
Tcachers should not resist the idea o f  students giv­
ing feedback on their teaching skills and overall 
behaviour and responses in the classroom.

What has also queered the pitch for education 
in Meghalaya is that most teachers are appointed 
based on thci' political leanings. Their capability 
was untested; only their political loyalties were. 
Hencc there are several schools in rural Meghalaya 
where teachers remained absent or sub-contracted 
their jobs to nondescript individuals. Here the role 
o f  the Managing Committees (MC) also comes into 
question. The MCs have a supervisory role and need 
to question the administrative head when the school 
docs not perform well. They also have to be com ­
mitted to the growth and development o f  the school/ 
college. Perhaps all MC members need an orientation 
as to what is expected from them. Merely attending 
meetings once in a while is not good enough. Now  
that the Commission is in place its members need to 
listen to the parents, tcachcrsand students as well to 
understand what ails education in Meghalaya.

Teaching-learning in 
contemporary times

Icaching-learning is the 
heartbeat o f  society. It en ­
sures that society sustains 
and progresses while stay­
ing relevant to the changing 
times. The world is changing 
fast and with it the entire dy­
namics o f  a productive work­
force. Theory and knowledge 
arc no longer enough. Skill 
and practice is the demand 
o f  the day. T his is ihe raw 
fact o f  contemporary times 
and  teach ing-learn ing  has 
to live up to it. In this col­
umn the debate is not about 
w hether teach ing-learning 
should adapt to the changing 
world o r whether 
tcaching-lcam ing 
should direct how 
the  w o rld  m ust 
be. The focus is 
to  move with the 
tim es am idst the 
push and pull fac­
tors.

Text book 
T h e  a g e  o f  

th e  tex t book is 
dead. It is largely 
se en  th a t from  
colleges onwards 
students a re  buy­
ing text books at 
a decreasing rate.
T his inc ludes c- 
books w hich are 
now made avail­
able by all lead­
ing  p u b lis h e r s .
H ard ly  a n y o n e  
carries a book to 
class. The decline 
in the ow nership 
o f  the  good  old 
text book can be 
widely attributed 
to the freely avail­
able content in the 
digital space. G oogle pro­
vides results on a search but­
ton. Most o f  the results arc 
good and o f  high use-valuc. 
As a resu lt, students now 
possess all study materials 
in  their gadgets. O n a single 
top ic  they have  m u ltip le  
reading m aterials. This hits 
also contributed tow ards a 
decreased visit to the library. 
These developm ents might 
seem unhealthy. However, on 
closer view they are advan­
tageous. Not everyone can 
atTord to buy a text book. The 
freely available content is a 
blessing for such. M ultiple 
reading m aterials m eans a 
broade r understand ing  o f  
topics which then demands 
o f  the teacher to upscale con­
tinuously. ask contemporary 
questions and have rich d is­
cussions. The digital space 
demands more o f  the teacher 
than the student. Most stu­
dents already understand the 
concept o f  a topic through 
se lf-study . T his is  w here  
teaching has to migrate from 
'w hat and how’ into the "why 
and its application'.

A cu rious teacher 
The actual need o f  con­

temporary tim es is to ignite 
the  cu rio s ity  o f  students. 
For th is to  rea lly  happen, 
the teacher has to ignite h is ' 
her own curiosity levels first.

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

The student is only as good 
as the teacher. Teaching has 
to exit the boundaries o f  the 
classroom and fuse with the 
ground realities. This is not 
possible without a curious 
teacher. Some quick checks, 
the level o f  c u riosity  can 
be seen  in  the q u a lity  o f  
the question paper to check 
w hether a to c h e r  is  open 
to new ideas or i f  a teacher 
becomes angry towards un­
conventional questions/an­
sw ers, e tc. Many students

Let the students freely find 
the meaning o f  the question 
by referrin g  rea l tim e  to 
study materials, but ihc real 
test is w hether one is able to 
understand it in a certain con­
text and explain prac tical­
ity/applicability. W hen this 
w riter w as at St. A nthony’s 
College, the teacher would 
teach how to calculate cor­
relation involving a scries 
o f  steps. Now. correlation 
is computed by software in 
seconds. But the real issues

say that they Icam more from 
what teachers do rather than 
what they say. T here can be 
no bigger cyc opcncr for the 
teach ing  com m unity than 
this. Now, the advent o f  chat 
boxes (like O a t  Generative 
Pre-Trained Transformer) is 
spoon feeding all informa­
tion on the go Questions arc 
transformed h to  answers in 
seconds. The bigger problem 
a ris e s  w hen  tcachcrs  use 
these chat boxes fo r c lass 
delivery. The challenge now 
is to take cu*iosity to  lev­
els w here these tools c an ­
not help. For example, they 
will g ive general answ ers 
to  'p ro b le m s o f  b usiness  
funding*, but not on the spe­
cific/localised context o f  say 
Shillong o r Meghalaya. Now, 
this is the available space for 
nurturing curiosity.

O pen book exam ination 
Assessments and exam i­

nations have to move from 
‘testing o f  knowledge* to­
wards ’testing o f  application 
o f  k n o w le d g e ’. M ark ing  
students on the basis o f  re­
tention ability is flawed. One 
may have a good memory 
and is able to write a ll ihc 
answers, but this is meaning­
less i f  one docs not have the 
competencies to  apply it in 
practice. This makes the case 
for open book examinations.

lie in the interpretation and 
the application o f  correla­
tion in a specified context. 
This is the need o f  the hour 
for teaching-learning. The 
m ost recen t case  o f  open 
book examination was dur­
ing the covid-19 pandemic. 
The question  pattern  w as 
different than normal by fo­
cussing more on practicality/ 
application. In most cases, it 
was found that the answers 
were o f  good quality depict­
ing good understanding. The 
answers were much better as 
com pared to  normal tim es 
with normal questions and 
rote answers.

Tcachcr selection 
I hc question that needs 

answering is how can eligible 
and  ded ica ted  teachers be 
abso rbed  in to  the p ro fe s­
sion? Touching-learning will 
not improve unless the right 
stock o f  hum an resources 
is in  th e  fold. T he basic  
prob lem  is  the  excessive  
importance given to personal 
jo b  interv iew s. It w ill be 
more productive and fair if  
in specialised employments 
(like teaching) personal in­
terviews are disbanded. This 
is because anyone can be the 
most intelligent person with 
utmost dedication in 40-50 
m inutes o f  personal in ter­
view. O ne can easily show

all the impressive qualities 
o f  hard work, empathy, care, 
honesty, e th ics , integrity , 
initiative-taking, etc in 40- 
50 minutes. When absorbed 
through interviews the real­
ity  may then become quite 
the opposite. This is where 
teach ing-learn ing  fails. It 
is best i f  tcachers arc  ten­
ta tiv e ly  se lec te d  o n ly  on 
the basis o f  a written test. 
It becomes fair and square. 
T hen  use  a p robation  pe­
riod o f  1 -2 years to observ e 
and evaluate the teaching'' 
research performance using 

certain standards o f  
best practices. This 
assessment over a 
certain  period o f  
time provides the 
best basis o f  final 
de c is io n -m a k in g  
i f  th e  p e rso n  is 
to  be se lec ted or 
abso rbed  perm a­
nently ui out. This
sh a ll e n su re  the  
right person in the 
right job.

.M ark sheet is 
one-dim ensional 

T h e  m a i n  
a n o m a ly  o f  a 
mark sheet is that 
it docs not reficct 
the e n tire  gam ut 
o f  abilities o f  the 
students. Well, at 
the sam e  tim e it 
tends to  hide the 
w ea k n esses  too. 
It can be fairly ar­
gued that a mark 
sh e et rep rese n ts  
on ly  25%  o f  the 
effectiveness. The 
other 75% arc re­

maining factors and abilities 
which do not figure at all 
in  the CV o f  a student. I f  
teach ing-learn ing  is  to be 
ho lis tic  cov erin g  va rious 
areas o f  co-curricular, extra­
curricular. hobbies, talents, 
sk il ls  and  c o m p ete n cies , 
then so  too  has to  be the 
evaluation. A sim ple mark 
sheet is not enough. W hat 
is needed is a 360 degree 
framework which will evalu­
a te  a studen t holis tically . 
Then wc will find that one 
is more equipped for some 
other competency apart from 
maths o r science or literature, 
ctc. Take entrepreneurship 
for example. One can write 
w onderful answers and ex­
plain all theories and nuances 
bu t in truth may have no 
practical ability ai all w hen it 
comes to its applicability in 
start-ups. It can be vice versa 
for someone else. Now. de­
cide for yourselves which is 
better and how a mark sheet 
is fair in this aspect.

In the  end, in con tem ­
porary lim es it is im pera­
tive  tha t the p la n s , p o li­
cies and strategics are made 
student-centric. This isow ed 
to the students and society. 
( T h e  w r i te r  te a c h e s  a t 
NEHU: Em ail - benjamin(a 
nehu.ac.in)

Trauma: W ill 
it ever heal?
Editor,
I was heartbroken to  read 

o f  the ghastly episode o f  a 
student be inggaiandcd with 
shoes/slippers by the head 
teacher o f  a  school because 
the student could not speak 
English. That it a hundred 
tim es w orse thin corporal 
punishment. Could there be 
sim ilar incidems that have 
happened in the school but 
w hich w ent u rno ticcd  by 
others? Isa  person with such 
a pathetic mindset and who 
dares insult a student to the 
point o f  traum itising  him 
really fit to be a  teacher? But 
what pained me equally was 
the letter by S a m e l Swcit. 
"Traumas are lurd to  erase" 
(ST Aug 2. 2023). That he 
had to  bear so much insult 
and pain on account o f  his 
mixed parentage is indeed 
extremely painful and it is 
possible that many children 
bear this pain silently and it 
affects them in their adult­
hood because they have not 
been able to share the pain 
and the re fo re  lo undergo 
therapy. And now I am also 
te minded o f  those two young 
w om en in  M anipur w ho

w ere pa raded  naked  and 
one  o f  w hom  w as groped 
and another gang-raped by 
men who are also avenging 
some im agined hurt from 
the past on to the body o f  
that young lady. How must it 
feel to be the victim o f  such 
monstrous behaviour! How 
will those two young women 
ever recover from the trauma 
they faccd? T he only saving 
grace is  that they were not 
killed. Bui that is hardly any 
consolation.

There are many such trau­
matic incidents in Manipur 
and pcriiaps as the internet 
shutdown is removed many 
videos o f  the more heinous 
crim es against women and 
men will surface. Even those 
women, men and children 
living in m akeshift camps 
because  th e ir  hom es a rc  
burn t w ill be w ondering  
why they deserve such pun­
ishment. For such innocent 
souls the present war-like 
situation in Manipur where 
die sound o f  guns and bullets 
reverberates day  after day 
is not ju st terrifying but it 
is etched in their minds and 
will take a long time to for­
get. Some may suffer deep 
psychological wounds that 
may not tv  ra s i ly  hi*»livl
W here arc the counsellors

needed to heal these victims 
o f  trauma? At the moment 
the Kuki-Zo people in the 
camps are only praying that 
they arc not attacked by the 
Meitei groups that have the 
police and the government 
on their side. ITjc Kuki-Zo 
people feel they have been 
completely abandoned both 
by the  S ta te  a nd  C en tral 
Government.

P sy c h ia tr is ts  say tha t 
there arc barriers to  m ov­
ing past and  healing from 
trauma. There a re  signs that 
a person has not healed from 
trauma and they include the 
inability to  look back on the 
inc iden t o r inc iden ts that 
c au se  th e  traum a. W hen 
reminded o f  the event some 
people who are iraumatiscd 
might sink into depression 
and anxiety. They may even 
consider self-harm and other 
negative  behaviours. This 
means they cannot be nor­
mal fo ra  long time. Doctors 
call this the Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) be­
cause such patients continue 
to  be haunted by the inc i­
dent when they have sudden 
flashbacks. Therapy takes a 
long time and if  the family 
cannot afford treatment that 
virtim  will sink in ton  slajji*
o f  hopelessness.

It is true that having a 
prayer support group and a 
group that on : can lean on is 
very helpful ind  could help 
the person suffering trauma 
from recovering faster.

M ost o f  the  K u k i-Z o  
people who have lied their 
homes in Iniphal and e lse­
where and a 'c  now in M i­
z o ra m . M eghalaya  e tc . .  
arc terrified of returning to 
M anipur. T fo se  suffering 
from trauma especially don’t 
want to relive memories o f  
escap ing  w ilh the ir lives; 
the ir hom es a ll gone. So 
w hat w ill hippcn  to such 
people? Can they continue 
to live away from home for 
the rest o f  their lives? Even 
rebuilding their lives is going 
to be an uphill task; forget 
about their homes. T his is a 
human disaster o f  immense 
proportions that the Central 
Government and people o f  
this country have not given 
enough thought to.

It is  a t this po in t that 
the K uki-Zo peop le  w ho 
have  fled  M an ipu r need 
em pathy from the  people 
o f  the state fiat they have 
fled to with nothing but the 
only clothes they are wear­
ing. Some groups from the 
I K  w h irh  in r l iiH<*s Sikh
organisations through their

groups based in Bangalore 
have been reaching out to 
the victim s o f  the present 
conflict and providing them 
with relief materials. T his is 
such a kind thought. There 
have been other angels o f  
mercy from Andhra Pradesh 
and T clangana w ho have 
come to provide medicines 
and healthcare in the relief 
camps. This reminds us that 
humanity is still alive.

W ill such  v io lence  be  
repeated  e lsew here  in the 
country and at what cost to 
the mental health o f  people 
w ho a rc  v ic tim s  o f  such 
vio lence?  Can the  people 
o f  the North East and the 
country  rise up and stand 
against communal vioicncc? 
Wc hope and pray that they 
will.

Yours etc.. 
M arylynnc Nongtraw, 

Via email

W here’s the 
concern for 

students?
Editor,
I hc fight between MCTA 

& the VC o f  NEHU is fi­
nally out in the open. One
side is a rguing that they are

not ad eq u a te ly  equ ipped  
to implement NEP and the 
other is trying to implement 
N EP no m atter w hat. My 
only  conccrn  is about the 
impact on students. Is any­
one thinking about them? 
Students arc forced to accept 
the decisions o f  the top brass 
o f  the collcgc and university. 
P lease  note tha t students 
have paid their collcgc fees, 
hostel fccsctal. Will the col­
lege adm inistration refund 
the fees? Can they return 
the time that was scheduled 
for their classes? Agitations 
are not always the solution. 
R esponsib le  people must 
think about the students and 
their future in this impasse. 
Many families make sacri­
fices to send their children 
to  school and co llcgc  and 
they are now worried about 
the future o f  their children. 
I hope that the im passe is 
resolved and students do not 
suffer on account o f  the lug 
o f  war between the MCTA 
and NEHU.

Yours etc., 
Dcbashish K r Dhar 

_________________Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page arc 
the v iew s o f  the w riters1’ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

From permafrost 
to downstream

By Cliiranjib Haidar
A recent report released 

by the International Centre 
for In tegra ted  M ounta in  
D evelopm ent (IC IM O D ) 
w arn ed  o f  c a ta s tro p h ic  
changes in the course o f  riv­
ers flowing through North 
East India. I hc assessment 
clearly rings warning bells 
for several rivers meander­
ing through the Northeastern 
states. Since rivers in the 
Eastern H inalayas get less 
w ater input from  g lac ia l 
melt, the perennial nature o f  
several rivers, the lifeline o f  
inhabitants in areas dotting 
our northeastern states could 
be lost. The forecast may be 
a dampcncr to many bui it 
predicts that Brahmaputra. 
Teesta and their tributaries, 
akin to th ;ir  ilk in Hindu 
Kush Himalayas will witness 
an initial upsurge in stream 
flow followed by scarcity. 
States like Meghalaya, M i­
zoram and o the rs  already 
reeling under a paucity o f  
natural water resources may 
bear the brint.

Ihc  report ‘Water, Ice, 
Society and Ecosystems in 
the Hindu Kush H imalaya’ 
properly maps the impacts 
o f  the Asian m ountainous 
cryosphcre on water, biodi­
versity and society. Unprec­
edented and largely irrevers­
ible changes to the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan cryosphcre. 
driv en by increase in average 
global temperatures threaten 
billions.

O ur po  icym akcrs need 
to prepare for the cascading 
impacts of climate change 
in the critical Brahmaputra 
biomc among others, a fresh­
w ater resource to  In d ia 's  
North E ast Urgent regional 
cooperation to structurally 
adjust to the aftereffects o f  
an inevitable glacial melt and 
help communities adapt is 
now a priority. It is interest­
ing to note that Himalayan 
glaciers disappeared 65 per 
cen t faster betw een 2010 
and 2020 lhan in the previ­
ous dccadc

Northeast India is highly 
vulnerable to the impacts o f

due to global warming. In 
2022. the Union M inistry 
o f  Earth Sciences infomicd 
the Lok Sabha that glaciers 
feeding the Ganga and Brah­
maputra river basins w ere 
melting fast. A ccording to 
the ministry, the mean re­
treat rate o f  the Hindu Kush 
Himalayan glaciers was 14.9 
to 15.1 m etres per annum, 
which varied from 15.5 to 
14.4 metres per annum in the 
Ganga and escalating 20.2 to 
19.7 metres per annum in the 
Brahmaputra river basins. 
Hence, rivers in the region 
will gel less glacial melt ac­
cumulation and are likely to 
be affected geologically hav­
ing hazardous conscquenccs 
for livelihood, ecosystems 
and sustainable living.

C h a n g es in  p re c ip ita ­
tion patterns and incessant 
reduction in river flow pose 
a challenge to rain drenched 
floodplain agriculture in the 
region, making it d ifficult 
for subsistence fanners to 
susta in  th e ir  live lihoods. 
C lim ate change impact on 
floods and water availabil­
ity thwart traditional liveli­
hoods. agricultural crops and 
in frastruc tu re , increasing  
hum an d isp lacem en t and 
generating climate refugees 
in the reg ion . A risk  a s ­
sessment o f  those affcctcd 
in A ssam  and  A runachal 
Pradesh by climate change 
provides an important les­
son for understanding the 
unequal distribution o f  ben­
efits and losses a s  a corollary 
to climate change, an issue 
now debated in seminars as 
climate justice. A vast chunk 
o f  Assamese and Arunachal 
inhabitants have seen their 
largely sustainable agricul­
tural live lihoods d irec tly  
endangered by the impact 
o f  an thropogenic  c lim ate  
c hange on key w ater re ­
sources.

In the reg ion ’s fluvial 
contcxt. the ICIMOD report 
neglects another cnicial issue 
- the question o f  territorial­
ity. land alienation and tribal 
syncretism. Rivers traverse

“Shrinking Himalayan glaciers on top o f  
altering monsoon patterns an d  anthropogenic 
climate change portends lo  reduce r iver flow. 

This has implications f o r  communities living along 
the river basin. As il is. destructive flooding along  
the Brahmaputra and its tributaries a te  a  major 
challenge f o r  people  living in Northeast India. ”

climate change on the Brah­
maputra rircr. A majority o f  
the population is engaged 
in  natural resource-based 
activities. The abundant flow 
o f  the Braim aputra and its 
tributaries arc essential to the 
local economy and the liveli­
hoods o f  n illions dwelling 
in the region. S h rink ing  
Himalayan glaciers on top 
o f  altering monsoon patterns 
and anthrcpogcnic climatc 
change portends to reduce 
river flow. T his has im pli­
c a tio n s  for c om m un ities  
living along the river basin. 
As it is. destructive flooding 
along tlx; Brahmaputra and 
its tributaries arc a m ajor 
challenge for people living 
in Northeast India.

The Brahmaputra River is 
usually subjected to severe 
bank erosion leading to the 
widening o f the river, add­
ing fluvial deposits, forming 
permanent islands or chars. 
Any change in the channel 
pattern o f  rivers and hank line 
shifts will impact agrarian 
communities the most. It is 
a common paitcm in tracts 
o f  Assam. Tripura, Mizoram, 
Meghalaya. Arunachal that 
the erosion o f  fertile cu lti­
vable land leads to margin­
alisation of riverine dwellers 
increasing  th e ir  poverty . 
This often leads to displace­
ment and internal migration, 
c lear offshoots to  conflict 
and im poverishm ent. The 
hydrological alterations in 
the flow regimes o f  Ganga- 
Brahmaputra -Mcghna basins 
lead ing  to annual floods 
in Bangladesh have a lso  
w edged N ortheastern  In ­
dia over the years. United 
Nations Sccrclary-Gcncral 
AntonioGntcnres had earlier 
warned tha the flow in major 
Himalayan rivers including 
Indus. Ganges and Brahma­
p u tra  all critical for India, 
may get significantly reduced 
as glaciers and ice sheets are 
expected to recede in future

diverse geographical areas 
inhabited by different ethnic 
communities. For example, 
the origin and course o f  the 
Barak river through three 
d ifferen t d is tric ts  in M a­
nipur: Senapati. Tamcnglong 
and Churachandpur - ter­
rains dominated by Poumais. 
Z cliang rongs and  H m ars 
respectively. Then the river 
profile changes to a sharp, 
almost complete right turn, 
entering Assam in thcCachar 
plains where different com­
m unities share  its w aters 
before it finally enters Ban­
gladesh. In a region where 
ethnic boundaries and their 
claims over natural resources 
have resulted in decades o f 
conflict and tussle, the im ­
pounding and reduction o f  
water supply may compound 
tension and exacerbate into a 
confrontation.

Wc h av e  w itnessed  in 
the past how skewed mega 
projects have led to a cliff- 
hanger between the cvictcd 
communities migrating and 
se ttled  riverine  locals. In 
tandem with lower Himala­
yan glacial melts, the effort 
lo develop multiple projects 
on the reg ion’s rivers will 
increase manifold the risks 
and may not be the path to 
provide climate security to 
the people o f  Northeast In­
dia. The water paucity will 
peak in winters, resulting in 
w eak monsoons and bleak 
agricultural output, the prime 
livelihood o f  the people o f  
N ortheast India. Further, 
any future clim atc changc 
will a lter the soil moisture 
quotient. Ultimately, it boils 
down to the wisdom whether 
investing insane amounts o f 
exchequer funds in projects 
loom ing wilh uncertainty 
due to a changing climatc is 
feasible and the right thing 
to do.

(C hiranjib  H aidar is a 
commentator on Politics and  
Society.)
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Women’s World Cup: Scope for improvement

T he FIF A  W o m en 's  W orld  
C u p  is  j u s t  32 y e a r s  o ld  
a n d  o n  its  e ig h th  o f f i ­

c ia l  e d i t i o n ,  w h ile  th e  m e n 's  
c o m p e t i t i o n  b ;g a n  9 3  y e a r s  
a g o  a n d  h a s  e n jo y e d  22 to u r ­
n a m e n ts .

A f t e r  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e
2 0 1 9  W W C  in F r a n c e ,  th e  
w o m e n 's  c o m p e t i t i o n  h a s  
p r o g r e s s e d  to  n e w  h e ig h t s  
f o r  2 0 2 3  in  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  
N ew  Z e a la n d .  T h e re  a rc  m o re  
t e a m s  th a n  e v e r  c o m p e t in g ,  
in  f r o n t  o f  th e  b ig g e s t  TV  
a u d ie n c e s ,  w ith  e a c h  p la y e r  
to  b e  p a id  d i r e c t ly ,  g u a r a n ­
t e e in g  p r iz e  m o n e y  f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e .

I t ' s  f a i r  to  a s s u m e  th a t  
t h i s  W o m e n 's  W o rld  C u p  is 
p ro b a b ly  th e  m ost s ig n i f ic a n t  
w o m e n 's  s p o r t i n g  e v e n t  in  
h is to r y ,  a lth o u g h  th i s  w o n 't  
b e  th e  la s t  t im e  w c  h e a r  th a t 
p h r a s e .  T h e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f  
w o m e n 's  s p o r t  is  c o n t in u a l ly  
r i s i n g  a n d  a r g u a b ly  th e r e  
l ia s  n e v e r  b e en  a b e l t e r  lim e  
to  b e  in v o lv c c  in  s p o r t  a s  a 
w o m a n .

B u t  f o r  s o  lo n g  w o m e n  
h a v e  f o u g h t fo r a m o re  e q u a l  
f o o t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  m a le -  
d o m in a te d  w o r  d  o f  s p o r t ,  a n d  
r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  lo n g  h ig h ­
l ig h t e d  th e  lack  o f  e q u a l i t y  in 
th e  g a m e . S o , a s  p a r t i c ip a t io n  
l e v e ls  r i s e ,  TV  v ie w in g  f i g ­
u re s  in c re a s e  and  s p o n s o r s h ip  
in c o m e  im p ro v e s  y e a r  o n  y e a r , 
w e  m ig h t  a s k :  w h a t ’s  le f t  to  a c h ie v e  f o r  w o m e n  
in  f o o tb a l l?

A lo n g s id e  e th e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  I h a v e  w r i t te n  
a b o u t  th e  g e n d e r  g a p  in  p r o f e s s io n a l  a n d  e l i te -  
le v e l  w o m e n 's  f o o tb a l l  in  th e  la s t  f e w  y e a r s .  T h is  
b o d y  o f  w o rk  p a y s  a t te n t io n  to  so m e  k e y  a n d  in  
m a n y  w a y s  o v e r la p p in g  a n d  in te r l in k e d  is s u e s  
in  w o m e n 's  s p o r t ,  in c lu d in g  e q u a l  p a y . in ju r y ,  
m e n s t r u a t i o n  a n d  m a te r n i ty  r ig h ts .

O n e  o f  th e  m ost s ig n i f ic a n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  fo r  
w o m e n 's  s p o r t  is  th e  d is c u s s io n  o n  e q u a l  p a y  in 
f o o tb a l l ,  a d v a n c e d  m a in ly  b y  th e  U S  w o m e n 's  
n a t io n a l  te a m .

T h is  W o rld  C u p  h a s  s e e n  th e  b ig g e s t  in v e s t ­
m e n t o f  m o n e y  f ro m  F IF A  y e t :  S 1 5 2 m  ( £ 1 1 8 m ) to  
e n s u r e  th a t  a l l  p la y e r s  a re  p a id  a n d  p r iz e  m o n e y  
is  in c re a s e d  a nd  o n  a “ p a th w a y  to  e q u a l i t y ” w ith  
th e  m e n ’s to u r n a m e n t .  F ifa  h a s  a l s o  e n s u re d  th a t 
s ta n d a r d s  a c ro s s  s ta f f in g ,  b a se  c a m p s ,  a c c o m m o ­
d a t io n  a n d  tr a v e l  a re  d e l iv e r e d  to  th e  s a m e  le v e l  
a s  th e  m e n ’s  c o m p e ti t io n .

f e m a le  p l a y e r s  in  th e  p a s t  
h a v e  s t r u g g le d  to  be  a c c e p te d  
in  th e  f a c e  “ c u l tu r a l  d i s a p ­
p r o v a l " .  I t ’s a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a n d  u s e f u l  a p p r o a c h  th a t  
h ig h l ig h ts  th e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  
w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s ’ in v o lv e m e n t 
in  s p o r t .

P r o p e r  f o o tb a l l  k i t
M e n s t r u a t i o n ,  m e n o p a u s e  

a n d  f e m a le  h o r m o n e  p r o f i le s  
a c r o s s  p u b e r t y ,  h a v e  b e e n  
th o u g h t  to  h a v e  s o m e  im p a c t  
o n  s p o r t s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  
in ju r y .  H o w e v e r ,  w e ’re  o n ly  
no w  s e e in g  c h a n g e s  m a d e  to  
p la y e r  u n if o r m s  n a m e ly  no  
w h ite  s h o r t s  in  r e s p o n s e  to  
p la y e r  f e a r s  a ro u n d  m e n s tr u a ­
t io n  a n d  le a k in g ,  to  ta k e  o n e  
e x a m p le .

T h i s  is  p a r t  o f  a b r o a d e r  
s h i f t  in  s p o r t s w e a r  m a n u ­
f a c t u r e r s  f i n a l l y  c r e a t i n g  
w o m c n - s p e c i f i c  k i t  i n s t e a d  
o f  th e  “ h a n d -m e - d o w n  m e n 's  
k i t ”  c u l tu r e  m a n y  e x - p la y e r s  
e x p e r ie n c e d .

H o w e v e r ,  d e s p i te  th e  s t a r r y  h e ig h ts  r e a c h e d  
by th e  q u a l i f i e d  te a m s ,  a r c c e n t  r e p o r t  by  th e  
w o rld  p l a y e r s ' u n io n  F IF P R O  f o u n j  th a t  th e re  
r e m a in  s ta r k  i n e q u a l i t i e s  in  w o m e n ’s f o o tb a l l  
a c r o s s  th e  g lo b e .

A to ta l  o f  3 6 2  w o m e n  a c r o s s  te a m s  a t te m p t in g  
to  q u a l if y  f o r  th is  W o rld  C u p  w e re  s u rv e y e d , w ith  
7 0 %  r e p o r t in g  p o o r  g y m  f a c i l i t i e s ,  6 6 %  r e p o r t ­
in g  p o o r  o r  n o n - e x is te n t  r e c o v e r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  
5 4 %  s a y in g  th e y  w e re  n o t p r o v id e d  w ith  a p re -  
to u r n a m e n t  m e d ic a l .

In a d d i t io n  6 6 %  p la y e r s  h a d  to  la k e  u n p a id  
le a v e  o r  v a c a t io n  f ro m  w o rk  a n d  a lm o s t  3 3 %  d id  
n o t  r e c e iv e  a n y  c o m p e n s a t io n .  S o  th e re  is  w o rk  
to  b e  d o n e  in th e  e l i t e  w o m e n 's  g a m e .

I n j u r i e s
G iv e n  th e  f in d in g s  f ro m  F IF P R O  on f a c i l i t i e s ,  

p i tc h e s  a nd  p a y m e n t,  it c o m e s  a s  no  s u r p r i s e  th a t  
in ju r y  h a s  b e c o m e  a h o t to p ic  o f  in te r e s t  w i th in  
w o m e n ’s f o o tb a l l .  A c c o rd in g  to  s p o r ts  m e d ic in e  
s p e c i a l i s t s ,  w o m e n  a rc  s ix  t im e s  m ore  l ik e ly  to  
r u p tu r e  t h e i r  a n t e r io r  c r u c ia t e  lig a m e n t  ( A C L ), 
a n d  f o r  th is  W o rld  C u p , n in e  o f  th e  to p  p la y e r s

a rc  a b s e n t  w ith  th e  in ju r y .

G e n d e r e d  e n v i r o n m e n t  
T h e  f i e l d  o f  s p o r t  s c i e n c e  h a s  b e e n  h e a v ­

i ly  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  i t s  m a le - d o m in a te d  a p p ro a c h ,  
w h e r e  o n ly  6 %  o f  r e s e a r c h  lo o k s  e x c lu s i v e ly  at 
w o m e n . O n ly  no w  a rc  w e s e e in g  a d r iv e  to  d e ­
v e lo p  f e m a le - s p e c i f i c  e q u ip m e n t  in  r e s p o n s e  to  
p la y e r  c o n c e rn s ,  a s  s c i e n t i s t s  s t a r t  t o  a d d r c s s  th e  
g e n d e r  im b a la n c e  in  s p o r ts  te c h n o lo g y .

A p o w e r f u l  p i e c e  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  B r i t i s h  
J o u r n a l  o f  S p o r ts  M e d ic in e  h ig h l ig h ts  a  g e n d e r e d  
e n v i r o n m e n t  a p p r o a c h  to  u n d e r s t a n d in g  A C L  
in ju r ie s .  T h is  w o rk  d e s c r ib e s  how  th e  s o c ia l  c o n ­
s t r u c t io n  o f  g e n d e r  a f f e c ts  th e  A C L  in ju r y  c y c le  
a c r o s s  th e  w h o le  l i f e  o f  th e  a th le t e .

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  h o w  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  l e a r n  to  
m o v e  ( o f t e n  d i f f e r e n t l y )  a lo n g s id e  in a d e q u a te  
t r a in in g  a n d  c o m p e t i t io n  e n v i r o n m e n ts  f o r  g i r l s ,  
a n d  g e n d e r e d  c u l tu r a l  b o d y  n o r m s .  O f te n  w o m e n  
c o m p e tin g  in  s p o r t  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  " u n f c m in in c ” , 
w ith  a th l e t i c ,  m u s c u la r  b o d ie s  t r a d i t i o n a l ly  a s ­
s o c ia t e d  w ith  b e in g  m a le .

In  so m e  c o u n t r i e s ,  l ik e  B r a z i l ,  f o r  e x a m p le .

W o m e n ’s b o d ie s  a n d  
e x p e r i e n c e s  

T h is  W o rld  C u p  w i l l  s e c  a 
n u m b e r  o f  p la y e r s  ta k in g  to  
th e  p i tc h  a s  m o th e r s .  D e s p i te  
th e  in c re a s in g  n u m b e r  o f  p r o ­
f e s s io n a l  w o m e n  f o o tb a l le r s ,  
t h e i r  e m p lo y m e n t  r i g h t s  a s  
m o th e r s  h a v e  o f te n  b e e n  o v e r ­
lo o k e d . T h is  h a s  le d  to  n u m ­
b e rs  o f  w o m e n  q u i t t i n g  th e  
s p o r t  e a r ly  to  h a v e  c h i ld r e n ,  
a n d  r e s e a r c h  h a s  s h o w n  th a t 

p la y e r s  h a v e  s t r u g g le d  to  c o m b in e  p r o f e s s io n a l  
f o o tb a l l  c a r e e r s  w ith  m o th e r h o o d .

F IF A  r e g u la t io n s  la u n c h e d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 0  
p ro v id e d  p la y e r s  w ith  p a id  m a te r n i ty  le a v e  fo r  
th e  f i r s t  t im e . H o w e v e r ,  w e  k n o w  in  s o m e  c a s e s  
p l a y e r s  h a v e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  ta k in g  m a te r n i ty  
le a v e .

F o r  e x a m p le , w o u ld  th e i r  c lu b s  th in k  th e y  a re  
le s s  c o m m itte d  to  th e  s p o r t?  W o u ld  th e i r  b o d ie s  
r e c o v e r  to  th e i r  p r e - p re g n a n c y  f o rm ?  H e r e , a c ­
c e s s  to  h e a l th  s u p p o r t  a n d  a d e q u a te  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
a s  w e l l a s  b e in g  p r o p e r ly  p a id ,  b e c o m e s  k e y . a s  
w e l l  a s  b r o a d e r  c u l tu r a l  c h a n g e  w i th in  th e  s p o r t  
to  n o r i r a l i s c  p r e g n a n c y  a n d  m o th e r h o o d .

I t ’s c le a r  th a t w o m e n ’s  f o o tb a l l  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  
in  a b e t te r  p la c e ,  a n d  th e  W o rld  C u p  is  c u r r e n t ly  
a f in e  s h o w c a s e  f o r  i t .  b u t  i t ' s  c ru c ia l  th a t  th e  
f e m a le  g a m e  to  c o n t in u e s  to  s t r iv e  fo r  im p r o v e ­
m e n t in  a re a s  th a t  f u n d a m e n ta l ly  a f f e c t  th e  l iv e s  
a n d  c a r e e r s  o f  i t s  p la y e r s .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

(H ie  author is  .Senior Lecturer tn  Sociology  o j Sport, 
N ottingham  Trent U niversity)

Go-Karting going strong in India
By P r a s u k  J a i n

I
n r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  th e  s p o r t  o f  g o - k a r t in g  
h a s  r e v o lu t io n i s e d  th e  r a c in g  s c e n e  
in  I n d ia ,  c a p tu r in g  th e  im a g in a t io n s  

o f  y o u n g  a s p i r in g  d r iv e r s  a n d  p r o v id in g  
a b r e e d in g  g ro u n d  fo r  fu tu r e  m o to r s p o r t  
s ta r s .

B e y o n d  i t s  t h r i l l i n g  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
v a lu e ,  g o - k a r t in g  h a s  b c c o m c  a s te p p in g  
s to n e  f o r  b u d d in g  r a c e r s ,  f u e l i n g  th e i r  
d r e a m s  a n d  s e rv in g  a s  a c a t a ly s t  f o r  th e i r  
p u r s u i t  o f  a c a r c e r  in  m o to r s p o r ts .

W ith  s ta te - o f - th e - a r t  t r a c k s ,  in c re a s in g  
p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  a n d  a g r o w in g  s u p p o r t  b a se , 
g o - k a r t in g  is  n o t  o n ly  t r a n s f o r m in g  th e  
In d ia n  r a c in g  la n d s c a p e  b u t a l s o  e m p o w ­
e r in g  d r e a m s  l ik e  n e v e r  b e fo r e .

A n A c c e s s ib le  E n t r y  P o in t  
G o - k a r t i n g  s e r v e s  a s  a g a t e w a y  f o r  

y o u n g  m o to rs p o r t  e n th u s i a s t s  to  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  ih c  e x h i la r a t io n  o f  r a c in g  in  a s a fe  
a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  W ith  i t s  
s m a lle r ,  l ig h tw e ig h t v e h ic le s  a n d  c o n f in e d  
t r a c k s ,  g o -k a r t in g  p r o v id e s  a p la tf o rm  fo r 
b e g in n e r s  to  le a r n  a n d  d e v e lo p  e s s e n t ia l  
r a c in g  s k i l l s ,  s u c h  a s  s p e e d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  
c o r n e r in g  te c h n iq u e s ,  a n d  s t r a te g ic  d e c i ­
s io n - m a k in g .  T h is  e a r ly  e x p o s u re  k in d le s  
a p a s s io n  fo r  m o t o r s p o r t s ,  i n s t i l l i n g  a 
c o m p e t i t iv e  s p i r i t  a n d  la y in g  th e  f o u n ­
d a t io n  f o r  a s p i r in g  r a c e r s  to  p r o g re s s  to  
h ig h e r  le v e ls  o f  r a c in g .

P r o f e s s io n a l  T r a i n i n g  
a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t  

T h e  s u r g e  in  g o - k a r t i n g 's  p o p u la r i t y  
in  In d ia  h a s  le d  to  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  
w o r l d - c l a s s  g o - k a r t i n g  a c a d e m ie s  a n d  
t r a in in g  p ro g ra m s . T h e s e  in s t i t u t i o n s  o f ­
f e r  p r o f e s s io n a l  c o a c h in g ,  m e n to r s h ip ,  
a n d  c u t t in g - c d g c  f a c i l i t i e s  to  n u r tu r e  th e  
s k i l ls  o f  b u d d in g  ra c e r s .  T h e  fo c u s  e x te n d s  
b e y o n d  d r iv in g  p r o f i c ie n c y ,  e n c o m p a s s ­
in g  p h y s ic a l  f i t n e s s ,  m e n ta l  r e s i l i e n c e ,  
a n d  s p o r t s m a n s h ip ,  c r e a t i n g  a h o l i s t i c  
d e v e lo p m e n t  p la t f o r m  fo r  f u tu r e  r a c in g  
c h a m p io n s . T h ro u g h  th e se  d c d ic a tc d  t r a i n ­
in g  in i t i a t i v e s ,  g o - k a r t i n g  is  n u r tu r in g  
ta le n t  a n d  e q u ip p in g  y o u n g  d r iv e r s  w ith  
th e  to o ls  th e y  n e e d  to  e x c e l  in  th e  f ie r c e ly  
c o m p e t i t iv e  w o rld  o f  m o to r s p o r ts .

S t e p p in g  S l o n e  to  S u c c e s s  
G o - k a r t in g  h a s  p la y e d  a p iv o ta l  r o le  in  

th e  r is e  o f  s e v e ra l s u c c e s s f u l  In d ia n  r a c e r s  
w h o  h a v e  m ade  th e i r  m a rk  in  n a t io n a l  a n d

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m o to r s p o r t  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  
T h e  c x p c r i c n c c  a n d  s k i l l s  a c q u i r e d  in  
g o - k a r t in g  s e rv e  a s  a s o l i d  f o u n d a t io n  fo r  
a s p i r in g  r a c c r s ,  o p e n in g  d o o r s  to  n a t io n a l  
a n d  in t e r n a t i o n a l  r a c in g  c h a m p io n s h ip s  
a n d  in c re a s in g  th e i r  p r o s p e c ts  o f  r e a c h in g  
th e  p in n a c le  o f  m o to r s p o r t s ,  su c h  a s  F o r ­
m u la  I o r  o th e r  p r e s t ig io u s  r a c in g  le a g u e s . 
R e g u la r  r a c in g  c h a m p io n s h ip s  a n d  t o u r ­
n a m e n ts ,  c a t e r i n g  to  b o th  a m a te u r s  a n d  
p r o f e s s io n a l s ,  f o s te r  h e a l th y  c o m p e t i t io n  
a n d  p r o v id e  a p la tf o rm  f o r  e m e rg in g  ta le n t  
to  s h in e . T h e  th r iv in g  r a c in g  c o m m u n ity  
in  In d ia  n o t o n ly  f u e ls  d r e a m s  b u t  a l s o  
c u l t i v a t e s  c a m a r a d c r i c .  p r o p e l l i n g  th e  
g r o w th  o f  m o to r s p o r t s  a s  a w h o le .

I n s p i r i n g  th e  N e x t G e n e r a t i o n  
T h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  g o - k a r t i n g  t r e n d  

e x t e n d s  f a r  b e y o n d  th e  r a c in g  c i r c u i t .  
A s  y o u n g  e n th u s i a s t s  w i tn e s s  th e  r i s e  o f  
I n d ia n  r a c in g  s t a r s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  th e  
t h r i l l  o f  g o - k a r t in g  th e m s e lv e s ,  it  s p a rk s  
i n s p i r a t io n  a n d  c n c o u r a g c s  th e m  to  d rea m  
b ig . T h e  s p o r t  s e rv e s  a s  a w c l l s p r in g  o f  
m o t iv a t io n  fo r  f u tu r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  i n s t i l l ­
in g  v a lu e s  l ik e  d e te r m in a t io n ,  d i s c ip l i n e .

a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e .  T h e  g r o w in g  p r c s c n c c  
o f  I n d ia n  r a c c r s  o n  th e  g lo b a l s ta g e  f u r th e r  
a m p lif ie s  th e s e  a s p i r a t io n s ,  d e m o n s tr a t in g  
th a t  w ith  p a s s io n ,  t a le n t ,  a n d  u n w a v e r in g  
d e d ic a t io n ,  d r e a m s  c a n  in d e e d  b c c o m c  a 
r e a l i ty .

S h a p in g  D r e a m s ,  O n e  L a p  a t  a T im e
T h e  g r o w i n g  t r e n d  o f  g o - k a r t i n g  in  

I n d ia  is  n o t  m e re ly  a b o u t  e n te r ta in m e n t ;  
it r e p r e s e n ts  a  p o w e r f u l  f o rc e  th a t  i g n i t e s  
d re a m s  a nd  n u r tu r e s  th e  p o te n t ia l  o f  fu tu re  
r a c in g  c h a m p io n s . B y p r o v id in g  a c c c s s ib lc  
e n try  p o in ts ,  f o s te r in g  ta le n t  d e v e lo p m e n t,  
a n d  c u l t iv a t in g  a v ib r a n t  m o to r s p o r t  c o m ­
m u n ity ,  g o - k a r t in g  is  r e s h a p in g  th e  In d ia n  
r a c in g  la n d s c a p e  a n d  e m p o w e r in g  th e  a s ­
p i r a t io n s  o f  y o u n g  m o to r s p o r t  e n th u s ia s ts .  
A s m o re  a s p i r in g  r a c c r s  ta k e  to  th e  t r a c k s ,  
t h e  In d ia n  r a c in g  s c e n e  is  p o is e d  f o r  e v e n  
g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  th e  d r e a m s  o f  f u tu r e  
r a c in g  c h a m p io n s  a rc  b e in g  s e t  in  m o tio n , 
o n e  th r i l l i n g  la p  a t a tim e .

(The au th or is  the M anaging D irector  
o f  Snow W orld E n terta in m en t - fo rm u la  
II  K arting)

A m erican C entre ho lds exhibition

A Quest for Equality

T h e  A m e ric a n  C e n tre  in  th e  n a t io n a l  c a p i ta l  is  h o s t i n g  an a r t 
e x h ib i t io n  t i t l e d  'I n te r r o g a t io n s  a n d  I d e o lo g ie s :  A Q u e s t  fo r  
E q u a l i ty ' ( t i l l  A u g u s t  7 )  w h ic h  b r in g s  t o g e th e r  a r t i s t s  S a v i 

S a w a r k a r  a n d  P o o n a m  G ro v e r ,  w h o  h a v e  u s e d  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t a l l a ­
t io n s  a s  an  e x p re s s io n  o:’ s o c ia l  e q u a l i t y  a n d  ju s t i c e .

C u r a te d  b y  P ro f . Y .S. A lo n e , th e  e x h ib i t i o n  h ig h l i g h ts  th e  p r in ­
c ip le s  o f  D r. B .R . A m b e ik a r  a n d  q u e s t io n s  s o c ia l  p r e ju d i c e s  a n d  
d is c r im in a t io n .

T h e  a r t  d i s p l a y s  th e  s o c ia l  f a b r ic  o f  m a r g i n a l i z e d  c o m m u n it i e s ,  
w h ic h  s p e a k s  o f  th e  s h a ic d  v is io n  o f  th e  U S  a n d  I n d ia .

A m b e d k a r ia n  a e s th e t ic s  s e e k s  to  s u b v e r t  th e  n a r r a t iv e  o f  th e  
s ta tu s  q u o . c a l l i n g  f o r  the  d i s m a n t l in g  o f  d e e p ly  i n g r a in e d  in h ib i ­
t io n s  n u r tu r e d  o v e r  tim e .

D ra w in g  in s p i r a t io n  fro m  h i s t o r ic a l  t r a j e c to r i e s ,  b o th  a n c ie n t  
a n d  m o d e rn , th e  e x h ib i t io n  p r e s e n ts  a  v iv id  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  c o n ­
t r a d i c t i o n s  th a t  h a v e  s h a p e d  l i v e s ,  in c lu d in g  th o s e  o f  a r t i s t i c  
c r e a t i o n s .

I t s e rv e s  a s  a c o n s ta n t  e n g a g e m e n t to  b re a k  f re e  f ro m  th e  s h a c k ­
le s  o f 'p r o t e c t e d  ig n o r a n c e '.

T h e  e x h ib i t io n  u ls o  h ig h l i g h ts  th e  i n t r ig u in g  r e a lm  o f  p e r f o r ­
m a n c e  a r t .  a n  in n o v a tiv e  g e n re  w h e r e  a r tw o r k  is  b r o u g h t  to  l i f e  
th r o u g h  a c t io n s  p e rf o rm e d  by  th e  a r t i s t  o r  o th e r  p a r t i c ip a n ts .

W itn e s s e d  l iv e  o r  th r o u g h  d o c u m e n ta t io n ,  th e s e  a r t i s t i c  a c t io n s  
i n te g r a te  t im e ,  s p a c e ,  b o d y , a n d  th e  a r t i s t 's  p r e s e n c e ,  c r e a t i n g  an 
im m e r s iv e  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r th e  a u d ie n c e .

T r a n s c e n d in g  tr a d i t io n a l  f in e  a r t  c o n te x ts ,  th e  e x h ib i t io n  o f f e r s  
an  in te r d is c ip l in a r y  m ode th a t b r e a k s  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  a r t g a l le r ie s  
a n d  m u s e u m s . T h e  p e r f o rm a n c e s  c a n  u n f o ld  in  a n y  s e t t i n g ,  b e  it a 
s t r e e t ,  a n  u n c o n v e n tio n a l  s p a c e , o r  d u r in g  a n y  p e r io d .  ( IA N S )
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Authentic friendships in social media world

H> N. I .o lln in »b e n i H u m tsoc

B u ild in g  a f r i e n d s h ip  is  no  le s s  th a n  fo rm in g  
a n y  k in d  o f  r e l a t io n s h ip .  W h ile  m a n y  m e e t 
s o u lm a te s  th r o u g h  f r i e n d s ,  th e r e  a r e  a ls o  

p e o p le  o u t  th e re  w h o  s t r u g g le  to  f in d  g e n u in e  
f r i e n d s .  K sp c c in lly  in  th e  w o rld  o f  s o c ia l  m e d ia , 
in  m a n y  in s t a n c e s  w e  c o m e  a c r o s s  th e  'f r ie n d s  
f o r  b e n e f its*  k in d  o f  r e la t io n s h i p .

N o t e v e r y o n e  th a t c o m e s  in to  o u r  l i f e  h a s  g o o d  
in te n t io n s ,  b u t hey ! it  is  a l s o  h o w  w e  tu r n  th e  
ta b le .  T h is  F r ie n d s h ip  D ay , l e t ’s f in d  o u t  ho w  
y o u r  f a v o u r i te  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f ro m  th e  in te r n e t  a re  
d e a l in g  on  m a in ta in in g  a u th e n t i c  f r i e n d s h ip s  in 
th e  s o c ia l  m e d ia  w o rld .

P a la k  K a th i ,  G e n  2  F in a n c e  C o n te n t  C r e a to r .  
" D o  you  k n o w  w h a t’s th e  b e s t  th in g  a b o u t  s o c ia l  
m e d ia ?  A c c e s s ib i l i t y .  A c c e s s ib i l i t y  to  l i t e r a l l y  
a n y o n e  a n d  e v e r y o n e . I t ' s  u p  to  u s  h o w  w e  u se  
th a t  a c c e s s i b i l i ty  - to  j u s t  n e tw o rk  o r  to  a c tu a l ly  
b u i ld  m e a n in g fu l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e y o n d  n e tw o r k ­
in g . D o n 't  c o n n c c t w ith  p e o p le  o n ly  w h e n  y o u  
n e ed  a f a v o u r  o r  t h e r e ’s so m e  w o rk  to  be  d i s ­
c u s s e d  b u t  r a th e r  k e e p  ta lk in g  to  th e m  o n c e  in  a 
w h ile ,  c h e c k  on th e m , a p p r e c ia te  th e m , c e le b r a te  
th e i r  s m a l l  v ic to r ie s  b y  m a y b e  re a c t in g  to  a  s to ry  
o r  s e n d in g  th e m  a s w e e t  m e s s a g e  o r  c a l l i n g  th e m  
up  to  c o n g ra tu la te  th e m . W h ile  s ta y in g  c o n n e c te d  
o n l in e  is  g r e a t ,  w h e n e v e r  a n d  w h e r e v e r  p o s s ib l e
- t r y  to  m e e t  th.*m in  p e r s o n .  M a k e  e f f o r t s .  L o o k  
a n d  b u i ld  r e a l  f r i e n d s h ip s .

A n d  m o s t im p o r ta n t ly  • s ta y  g e n u in e  a n d  d o n 't  
t r y  to  b e  s o m e o n e  w h o  y o u ’ re n o t.  B c c a u s c  o n ly  
th e n  y o u 'l l  b e  a b le  to  f in d  p e o p le  w h o  y o u  c a n  
r e a l l y  c o n n e c t  w ith  o n  a d e e p e r  le v e l  r a th e r  th a n  
ju s t  l ik e s  a n d  c o m m e n ts  on  th e  s u r fa c e  le v e l .  T alk  
a b o u t  y o u r  in te r e s t s ,  y o u r  l ik in g s ,  y o u r  s t r u g g le s

( t r a u m a  b o n d in g  i s  a th in g ,  h a h a ) ,  y o u r  g o a ls  - 
j u s t  be  y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u ’ ll be  s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  
ho w  it w ill  l e a d  to  th e  s ta r t  o f  so m e  e x t re m e ly  
m e a n in g f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a n d  l i f e lo n g  f r i e n d ­
s h ip s .  E n g a g e  w ith  p e o p le  w h o s e  in te r e s t s  a l ig n  
w ith  y o u  o r  s h o u ld  I sa y  w h o se  " v ib e "  m a tc h e s  
w ith  y o u . T h a t  w il l  h e lp  you  m a k e  f r ie n d s  a n d  
n o t j u s t  c o n n e c t io n s .”

A d c tc  D a h iy a ,  G e n  Z  L i f e s t y le  C o n te n t  C r e ­
a to r .  " W h e n e v e r  w c  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  im p a c t  o f  
s o c ia l  m e d ia , r o m a n t ic  r e la t io n s h i p s  o f te n  ta k e  
p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  a n y th in g  e l s e .  B u t its  im p a c t  on 
f r i e n d s h ip s  a n d  o th e r  in te r p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s

i s  e v e n  m o re  p r o fo u n d . S o c ia l  m e d ia  h a s  m a d e  
i t  s o  e a s y  to  s ta y  in  to u c h  w ith  f r i e n d s  a n d  m a k e  
n e w  o n e s  o n l in e  - y o u  c a n  ju s t  l ik e  th e i r  p h o to s  
o n  I n s ta g ra m  o r  r e a c t  w ith  an  c m o ji  to  t h e i r  s t o ­
r ie s ,  o r  j u s t  d r o p  a  s h o r t  c o m m e n t on  th e i r  l a te s t  
p o s t  a n d  y o u 'r e  d o n e . B u t th e  f l ip  s id e  is  th a t  it 
h a s  m a d e  it m u c h  h a rd e r  to  m a in ta in  m e a n in g ­
fu l c o n n e c t io n s  a n d  b o n d s . A few  th in g s  y o u  c an  
d o  to  c o u n te r a c t  th i s  is  to  s c h e d u le  r e g u la r  c a ll 
t im e s  w ith  y o u r  f r i e n d s .  I t  is  e s s e n t i a l  to  c h e c k  
in . sp e a k  to  th e m  fa c e  to  f a c e  a n d  g e t a d e e p e r  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  w h a t i s  h a p p e n in g  in  e a c h  o th ­
e r s ’ l iv e s .  I f  y o u  l iv e  in  th e  s a m e  c i ty ,  m a k e  it

a  p r io r i iy  to  m e e t w e e k ly . T h e  k e y  is  n o t to  b e ­
c o m e  lazy  b c c a u s c  o f  s o c ia l  m e d ia  b u t  to  u se  it 
to  d e e p e n  y o u r  c o n n c c t io n ."

R c sh i M a g a d a , G e n  Z  F in a n c e  C o n te n t  C r e a to r ,  
" M a in ta in in g  m e a n in g f u l  f r i e n d s h ip s  a s  a G e n  Z 
in d iv id u a l  n a v ig a t in g  th e  s o c ia l  m e d ia  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t  n c :d s  a b a la n c e  o f  v ir tu a l  r e la t io n s h i p s  a n d  
in - p c r s a n  c o n n e c t io n s .  T o  b e g in ,  I v a lu e  h o n e s t  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  by  b e in g  o p e n  a b o u t  m y  v ie w s , 
f e e l in g s ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  S h a r in g  b o th  h ig h s  
a n d  lo w s  h e lp s  f r i e n d s  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o th e r  
b e t te r .

S e c o rid . I try  to  e n g a g e  in  r e a l  c o n v e r s a t io n s  
th a t  g o  b e y o n d  l i k e s  a n d  c o m m e n t s .  I s e n d  i n d i ­
v id u a l  r o t e s ,  c h e c k  a b o u t  th e i r  w e l l - b e in g ,  a n d  
s h o w  re a l i n t e r e s t  in  t h e i r  l i f e .  In  th is  w a y , I 
d is p l a y  th a t  I v a lu e  a n d  c a r e  f o r  m y  f r ie n d s .

T h ir d . I m a in ta in  d ig i t a l  b o u n d a r ie s .  T o  k e ep  
m y f r i e n d s h ip s  f ro m  b e in g  s u p e r f i c i a l .  I r e s t r ic t  
m y sc re e n  tim e  a n d  p r e v e n t  id le  s c r o l l in g .  I n ­
s te a d .  I in v e s t  in  f a c e - to - f a c e  in t e r a c t io n s  a nd  
m e a n in g f u l  tim e  s p e n t  to g e th e r ,  w h ic h  s t r e n g th ­
e n s  th e  b o n d .

F in a l  y . k e e p  in  m in d  th a t  s o c ia l  m e d ia  is  a 
h ig h lig h t  r e e l ,  a n d  c o m p a r is o n  m a y  s tu n t  tru e  
f r ie n d sh ip s . 1 c re a te  a h e a l th y  c l im a te  fo r  g e n u in e  
f r ie n d s h ip s  to  g ro w  by  a p p r e c i a t i n g  m y f r i e n d s ' 
w in s  w i th o u t  f e e l i n g  e n v io u s .  T h r o u g h  th e s e  
m e th o d * . I a m  a b le  to  fo rm  a n d  r e ta in  g e n u in e  
f r i e n d s h ip s  in  th e  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  m e d ia  
w o r l d .”

C a s ly n n  Q u sa y  N a h a . G e n  Z  F in a n c e  C o n te n t  
C r e a to r .  " M a i n ta in i n g  a u th e n t i c  f r i e n d s h ip s  in  
th e  so c ia l  m e d ia  w o r ld  is  c r u c ia l  a s  w e  n a v ig a te  
th e  d ig i ta l  a g e . I t 's  e s s e n t ia l  to  r e m e m b e r  th a t  th e  
p r in c ip le s  th a t  a p p ly  to  r e a l - I i f c  f r i e n d s h ip s  c an  
a ls o  b e  a p p lie d  to  o u r  o n l in e  c o n n e c t io n s .

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  a u th e n t i c i t y  is  key . Ju s t 
l ik e  in  :a c c - t o - f a c c  in te r a c t io n s ,  b e in g  g e n u in e  
a n d  tru e  to  y o u r s e l f  f o s te r s  t r u s t  a n d  o p e n n e s s .  
S h a r e  y s u r  th o u g h ts ,  f e e l i n g s ,  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e s  
h o n e s t ly ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  f r i e n d s  to  d o  the  
s a m e .

T a k in g  th e  tim e  to  a c t iv e ly  c o m m u n ic a te  a n d  
s ta y  c o n n e c te d  w ith  y o u r  f r i e n d s  is  v i ta l .  I n i t ia te  
c o n v e r s a t io n s ,  r e s p o n d  to  m e s s a g e s ,  a n d  p a r t i c i ­
p a te  in  o n l in e  d is c u s s io n s .

B y  s h o w in g  in t e r e s t  in  th e i r  l i v e s  a n d  m a k in g  
a n  e f f o r i  to  s ta y  c o n n e c te d ,  y o u  d e m o n s t r a te  th a t  
y o u  v a lu e  f r i e n d s h ip .

R e m e m b er , i t ' s  n o t a b o u t th e  n u m b e r  o f  f r i e n d s  
y o u  h a v e , b u t  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h i p s  you  
b u ild . Be p r e s e n t  fo r  y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  c e le b r a te  th e i r  
s u c c e s s e s ,  o f f e r  s u p p o r t  in  th e i r  s t r u g g le s ,  a n d  
b e  a p o s i t iv e  in f lu e n c e  in  th e i r  l iv e s .

S o . m a in ta in in g  a u th e n t i c  f r i e n d s h ip s  in  th e  
s o c ia l  m e d ia  w o r ld  is  a l l  a b o u t  b e in g  g e n u in e ,  
a v o id in g  c o m p a r is o n ,  a c t iv e ly  c o m m u n ic a t in g ,  
a n d  v a lu in g  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  y o u r  c o n n e c t io n s  o v e r  
q u a n t i ty .” ( lA N S I i fe )

‘S tar - Gazing’
B y  Pt. Ajai B ham bi S unday, AUGUST 6, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast'
Moon trine Sun on yotr solar retjrn chart and **■ gwe fantastic results. You 
wil got victory in court related matters. Differences between siblings Mil get 
resoked. You win plan to get mamed. Most erf your time wit be spent in enter­
tainment You wU achnvo material success. You wM pay attention to Increase 
your income. Studentswitt get success in examsiinlerview. Your earnings wil 
rise. Your preside name, fame and respect w 1 increase. You wui lack start 
some new project Y«. wH akso take firm decisions in business. You wil buy 
something new for thehouse. You (rill atso plan to buy a new vehicle- You wit 
plan to travel a broad for work or business. You wil be ft nan ciaftylnavwy strong 
position and will feel a tot secure about future

•Thla week for you’
Aries : (March 21 - April 20)Some changes look immanent this week.

You wil make adjustments at your work place and in business. 
In fact, there is itSe harm in doing that and is for your betterment 
only you may took upon Piem as insignificant imjl or of no 
consequence but that Is not the case it wit lead to •'crease to 

1V K  your efficiency and your business wll rui well. You wit also buy 
C . new *!«ns for your house Your t»ne w«ii be fuedwthâ enture

and eiottment You wll plantogo out of stat>onwlhyour famty. 
You w I atso clear major exams. New job'businets opportun ties 
ml «me to you. You will also experience happiness and <un. 
You wit value your fmity bes. You will also overcome hurdles

Taurus: (April 21 -May 21 )The week wi* bring in fortune and luck for you.
You wtl acquire money with your efforts. You «nl get recogriton, 
name tnd fame You will also take important decisions at wort. 

^  r  You wil bo strict wi*t your Juniors to compete your work. Your 
sen confidence wil improve and you win move on the road to 
success. Money wil keep ccm.ng You wil atso care about the 

I j T j  careciofyourchidrenanddecidewheree>eyw<ltakeadm«sicn
m future. Yeu win nuke gee4pr»gr«»» in your JobA>u»in«*».Yev
wtlalio decide about mak.ngthe right inveswients. Your abroad 
trip wll be successful You wll be enthusiastic to increase your 
busints*. Love bids woi have a wonderful t*ne.

Gemini: (May 22 • June21)Tmeisfar*orableandyouwilbeweitpleeedio 
your jitVbusinesstfw week You will have noshortageofmoney, 
Ycuwiialsomake use of appropriate resources at your Asposai 

.  .  You wil grre a new look to your work. In doing so. you will be 
y  creatoeand magi native. This wil makeyou a lot more product *e 

. i § .  and cus in Ihe process he!;* ng to earn you lot of money Yoj will 
make jood process in your job'busness Your spouse will g.vc 
support to you. Life looks easy, simple and smooth You wit be 
spendng money on buying new items for your house h a way. 
you a* enprovhg your life style and way of i-ving Your heaWt 
wil pc«e no problems. You wil locus on major gods.

Cancer : (June 22 - July 22)You will be a winner th« week. You will 
experience good luck and happiness in your He. You wit be 
ptay-.rg role of a leader with ease. At your desired tasks will 
finish on Irr# You wll be unselfish and thus get support from 
one aid *L You will buy new items for your house. You will 
also rxeive a good new* from somewhere You wtl spend in 
excest of what you earn but it is appropriate if you balance out 
e* thngs evenly. In search tor somtth ng new you wil perform 
somehlng extraordnary in your work Students wui do wel in 
exams' interview. You wl have wonderful bonding with your life 
partner. The tine is full of tun and entertainment There will be 
peacein family.

Leo: (July 23-August 23) Yourtlme will be wellspentthrs week Though 
you wll be tested yet you win do well. You wll even perform your 
tasks efhcentiy Those who are unemployed wui be suitably 
employed There wtU be general peace and happiness in famly. 
Your hends and relatives wil prove to be helpful But lake care 
of your heath In your eagerness to become fnentfy with some 

J j  *  person you may ̂ oparAie your own interests. Hence, you need 
tonwowiihcautcn Planetary postfcon Is In your favor. You will 
hare trendedit bond ng with your mate. You will also plan to go 
on a weddng function. You wit atso make preparatons for the 
same Meeting wt* your friends and famty members alter a long 
tme will you immense pleasure.

Vlrtjo : (Auaust 24 - September 22)1 is a wonderful week You will 
^  ,  perfom your job well. Though you will be overburdened wifi 
B r '  respo«t*Mt*s yet you wll not complaint about anything You 
Ĵ S . wil rot make fuss about any matters and wit be your normal
•  seM. Yxj will spend tme with your family members. Students will

#

be devoted to thor stud os and mu prepare br ccmng tests in 
your career. Oonl waste your time in in product ive ac tivites You 
will sette bus ness Asp ufes through media tlov Your spouse wil 
support youa totand wll bee source of inspraecn. You will set 
your goats and then start working upon then. This is also the 
time for self analysis and sell reflection.

Libra: (September 23 • October 23) This week promises big changes 
for you. Your time will be wel spent m your lamdy and n your 
work. You will earn lot of money Your wealfi social status and 
standard of living wil increase. You will get lot of mportance 
everywhere. This will make you a lot moro hjppior. You wil be 
satsfiedwieilhegeneraioutcomeofyoureffots.Theresiitsw-,J 
be good You win > «  time to your famsy an] do your best for 
them. They will havenocori#eints You wit be given tnportance 
at every stage and you wll not let ego cane ir between. You wil 
remain even minded and grounded. YouwUUttentowtiat others 
are saying because they also are saying becaae they also hare 
their po«r* of wew

Scorpio : (October 24 • November 22) You will lave lot of mental 
peace as your work wil get done w*h ease There wil be an 
increase in your income, status and fortunes Your fnances « i  
grow. You will also explore addtionalsourcesjf income. You wil 

I ^ ^ J r  doovertimeworkandbnngaboutanincreastnyourwork You 
will take decisions only aSer consiftng other t You wil alsorun

-  I  your business efficiently In job. you could be promoted. There
will be mutual understanding between husbmd and w*e You 
will get love of respect frcm famiy members. Everyone in the 
family wui >ve you lot of respect You wil! alio plan to go on a 
vacation with your family.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - Oecombor 21) Success win be yours 
th s week You will dear a major competitive eianVinterv «w. You 
will be a ŵ ner where ever you go. You wilcompleteall the work 
thatyou undertake You wit take work as worst p Yoowilaisobe 
honesland dedicated. You wil not compromise with any person 
on your principles yet you will earn wdl- Youreamings wil rise. 
You wit be interested in some work or job. fto wonder you wil 
get rewarded for it too. Your financial condton wit be quite 
sabs factory You wtu also plan to go on a travil destination wth 
your family Desp te effcets by your enemies aad opponents, you 
will be successful Lovebirds will have a wooleiful tme

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)(>safantastlcweekfor you.
Your partner wil be your biggest strength, it.'she wil support 
you fully. Those who are unmarried wil pbn bttefr* knot. You 
will get favorable response m your business fou vwHbe busy In 

_ pre par at icnsforafunctonatyour place. You wil welcome yjests 
M B  and retatves and look after them wca You ww have a good hold 
^  1) on your family affairs. Your earnings w.l be jood and you wil 

have money in your pocket to spend There wil be success in 
relations, love and career You will fed a tot nore energetic al 
thetme.Yourchitdrenwilldowellandyouwilbeproudefeieir 
xfsevemtnts You aril remain in thegood bo»ks of your bosses 
and will be yvtn important responsei tes

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)Time is lavonWe. Your effort wil 
yield good results as you win focus on your wort with sincerity. 
Your financial postlonwillkeepon Improving sndyou wit remain 

_ de veted to your cause. You wil plan to buy son« goods or items
wtiichwlllbnngcerotorttoyou.Yourrelatcnsfcpwithyourbws, 

JR . coleaguesandfamiSymembcrswillafsogetbetter Yourenemies 
will get defeated in their desire to harass yoj. You will remain 
emerge winner. You wil do every possible tivig from your side 
to make th in gs smooth. You will feel postneckanges in yourself. 
Your health wll also be good You wll not Impose your views on 
others You vwl also achieve success n your work

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) Itisgoingtobeafantasbcweek.
Your s«! confidence wilt increase and you ait compete your 
task with se t  ease. You wil make a budget foryour professional 
and household expenses: ultimately you wil harre the requred 
finance In your hands w*«h is of prime importance. There is 
nothng to worry about much Your sooal circle wit increase. 
Youwiiattendpirttes.meetsandgalheringsindwilhavelotof 
fun You wm have oans and profits In you tusiness Students 
will focus on F*ir stedies and wil get success too. You win get 
love and blessings of your parents. You win neet dd (rends of 
good old day and will be lost in the memories. You will split your 
work and get it done wifi team efforts.

What's the trend with denim skirts?

By V  l,< »U n n )»l)c n i Hum tsoe

I n th e  e v e r - e v o lv in g  w o rld  o f  f a s h io n ,  so m e  
p ie c e s  t r a n s c e n d  th e  f le e t in g  t r e n d s  a n d  s e a ­
s o n s  to  b e c o m e  tim e le s s  ic o n s  o f  in d iv id u a l i ty  

a n d  s e l f - e x p r e s s io n .
A m o n g  th e s e  c o v e te d  g a rm e n ts ,  th e  d e n im  sk ir t  

s ta n d s  a s  a p o w e r f u l  s y m b o l ,  e m b o d y in g  th e  e s ­
s e n c e  o f  f r e e d o m , e m p o w e r m e n t ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  
s ty l e .  R o o te d  in  th e  r e b e l l io u s  c o u n te r c u l tu r e  o f  
th e  1 9 6 0 s , d e n im  s k i r t s  h a v e  jo u r n e y e d  th r o u g h  
th e  a g e s ,  l e a v in g  a n  in d e l ib le  m a rk  o n  th e  r e a lm  
o f  f a s h io n .

T o d a y , a s  th e  w o rld  c e le b r a te s  th e  b e a u ty  o f  
s e l f - e x p r e s s io n ,  d e n im  s k i r t s  r e m a in  a t  th e  f o r e ­
f ro n t .  e m p o w e r in g  f a s h io n  e n th u s ia s t s  to  c m b ra c e  
th e i r  u n iq u e  id e n t i t i e s .

U n iv e r s a l ly  a g e le s s  a n d  v e r s a t i l e ,  th e y  a p p e a l  
to  th e  y o u n g  a n d  th e  y o u n g - a t - h e a r t .  c e le b r a t in g  
l i f e 's  d iv e r s e  s ta g e s  a n d  o f fe r in g  a s e a m le s s  b le n d  
o f  n o s ta lg ia  a n d  c o n te m p o r a r y  c h a rm .

R u p a n s h i  A g a r w a l .  c o - f o u n d e r  o f  Q U A  s a y s , 
"T h e  b e a u ty  o f  d e n im  s k i r t s  l ie s  n o t o n ly  in  th e ir  
a b i l i t y  to  b r id g e  g e n e r a t i o n s  b u t a l s o  in  th e i r  
r e m a r k a b le  a d a p ta b i l i t y .  F ro m  m in i s  to  m id is ,  
d i s t r e s s e d  to  ta i lo r e d ,  a n d  c la s s ic  b lu e  to  a n  a rra y  
o f  w a s h e s ,  d e n im  s k i r t s  c a t e r  to  e v e r y  ta s te  a n d  
p r e f e r e n c e .  T h e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  a b la n k  c a n v a s ,  
a l l o w in g  w e a r e r s  to  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  t r u e  s e lv e s  
th r o u g h  c re a t iv e  s ty l in g ,  m a k in g  e a c h  d e n im  sk ir t  
a p e r s o n a l i s e d  w o rk  o f  a r t .

"T h e  d is t r e s s e d  d e n im  t r e n d ,  a n  a r t  fo rm  in  i t ­
s e l f .  a d d s  a u n iq u e  to u c h  to  d e n im  s k ir ts .  W ith  e v ­
e ry  fray  a n d  te a r ,  th e s e  s k i r t s  b e c o m e  s to r y te l le r s ,  
sy m b o l iz in g  th e  w e a r e r 's  j o u r n e y  th r o u g h  l i f e 's  
b a t t l e s  a n d  v ic to r ie s .  E m b r a c in g  im p e r f e c t io n s .

th e y  c c .c b r a t c  th e  b e a u ty  o f  l i f e 's  i n d iv i d u a l  
p a th , e m p o w e r in g  in d iv i d u a ls  to  e m b ra c e  th e ir  
tr u e  s e lv e s .  D e n im  s k i r t s  c h a m p io n  in c lu s iv i ty ,  
e m b ra c in g  d iv e r s e  b o d y  ty p e s  a n d  c e le b r a t in g  th e  
b e a u ty  o f  i n d iv i d u a l i ty .  W ith  v a r io u s  c u ts  a n d  
s ty l e s ,  th e y  b c c o m c  a p o w e r f u l  to o l  f o r  p o s i t iv e  
s e lf - e x p r e s s io n ,  f o s te r in g  an  e n v i ro n m e n t  w h e re  
a l l  c a n  fee l c o n f id e n t  a n d  b e a u t i f u l . ”

E m b o d y in g  f l u i d i t y  a n d  a c c e p ta n c e ,  d e n im  
s k i r t s  h av e  p la y e d  a s ig n i f ic a n t  r o le  in  b r e a k in g  
g e n d e r  n o rm s . E v o lv in g  in to  a u n is e x  g a rm e n t ,  
th e y  p r o v id e  a s ty l i s h  a n d  c o m fo r ta b le  o p t io n  fo r  
th o s e  s e e k in g  to  e x p r e s s  th e i r  id e n t i t y  b e y o n d  
c o n v e n tio n a l  r o le s .

“ D en im  s k i r t s  h a v e  g r a c e d  th e  w a r d r o b e s  o f  
ic o n ic  fa s h io n  f ig u r e s ,  s o l i d i f y i n g  th e i r  s t a tu s  a s  
a t im e le s s  f a s h io n  s ta p le .  F ro m  s ty l e  ic o n s  lik e  
J a n e  B irk in . w h o  p o p u la r i s e d  th e  d e n im  m in i sk ir t 
in  th e  1 9 7 0 s , to  m o d e rn - d a y  f a s h io n  in f lu e n c e r s ,  
d e n im  s k i r t s  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t ly  h e ld  a p la c e  o f  
r c v c rc n c c  in th e  w o rld  o f  h a u te  c o u tu r e " ,  a d d s  
R u p a n s h i .

’’T h e i r  d iv e r s e  c o lo r s  a n d  w a sh e s  f u r th e r  h ig h ­
lig h t  th e ir  v e r s a t i l i ty .  F ro m  th e  t im e le s s  c la s s ic  
b lu e  to  a m y r ia d  o f  w a s h e s , d e n im  s k i r t s  o f f e r  
e n d le s s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s io n ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  th e  w e a r e r s ' p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  s ty l e .  
D e n im  s k i r t s ,  n o t c o n tc n t  w ith  r e m a in in g  c o n ­
f in e d  to  c a s u a l  w e a r ,  h a v e  s e a m l e s s l y  in te g r a te d  
in to  p r o fe s s io n a l  s e t t in g s .

"W h e n  p a i re d  w ith  t a i l o r e d  b l a z e r s  a n d  s o ­
p h is t ic a te d  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  th e y  b c c o m c  a c h ic  a nd  
c o n te m p o r a ry  c h o ic c  f o r  th e  m o d e rn  w o rk p la c e ,  
p r o v in g  th a t  s e l f - e x p r e s s io n  a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l i s m  
c a n  h a r n o n io u s ly  c o e x i s t . "  R u p a n s h i  s u m m e d  
up . ( lA t fS H fe )
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“The worst times can be the best i f  you  
think with positive energy. ” 

— D o m e n ic o  D o lce
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Judiciary, propriety
T H E  lig h tn in g  sp e e d  w ith  w h ic h  th e  Lok  

Sabha d isen gaged  Rahul G andhi after  the S u ­

rat court verdict in M arch last w as a shocker. 

N o w , a fter  th e  S u p rem e  C ou rt s ta y e d  the  

low er  court order and the C ongress leader won  

the ju d ic ia l nod to  rem ain  as MP. it seem ed  

a sen se  o f  paralysis has gripped  the leg is la ­

tiv e  authority. T h e  SC  order ca m e  on Friday. 

C on gress  leader in Lok Sabha, A dhir Ranjan  

C h o w d h u ry  m o v ed  from  p illa r  to  p o st on  

Saturday w ith the ap ex  court order, seek in g  

reinstatem ent o f  the MP. It w as understand­

ab le  that the Lok Sabha secretariat or Speaker  

w anted  to  first g et the court order in hand. 

But they opted to  de lay  the w h o le  process .  

B e that a s  it m ay. th ey  cannot unduly  de lay  
the fo llo w -u p  actio n . N or  arc they  equ ipped  

to  sta ll Rahul G a n d h i’s  return to  Parliam ent 

w ith  the full authority o f  a m em ber. T he apex  

court order w as clear.

W hile the apex  court has stayed  the Surat 

court order, argum ents for and aga in st Rahul 

G andhi's appeal aga in st the low er court order  

w o u ld  take p lace now . A  final d e c is io n  w ould  

fo llo w  in a matter o f  w eek s. T h is is not tim e  

y e t to pronounce the last w ord o n  the sen ior  

lea d er 's  saga. S ig n ifica n tly , the ap ex  court  

has g iv e n  su ffic ien t h in ts, prima fa c ie , that 

there w a s an o v erd o se  o f  ju d ic ia l resp on se . It 

found n o  reason w h y  the m axim um  sen ten ce  

w a s g iv e n  to the appellant by  the trial court. 

T he apex  court a lso  noted , sign ifican tly , that 

the ram ifications o f  th is co n v ic tio n  w ere w id e  

and had the potential to  a ffect the right o f  the 

e lectora tes  (o f  W ayanad) w ho e lec ted  him  to 

Parliam ent t s  their  representative in 2 0 1 9 .

It w a s clear as su n ligh t that the Surat court 

ju d g e  opted  to g iv e  the “ m axim um ” pun ish ­
m ent to  the C ongress MP. H erein lie s  the crux  

o f  the matter. T h is  w ill h ave  w id er  im p lica ­

tio n s  a lso  in relation  to  the se n se  o f  w isd om  

on  the part o f  a  ju d ic ia l o fficer  a s  to  h ow  far he  

sh ou ld  or should  not g o . and m ore so  in such  

a se n s it iv e  subject. S ittin g  on  an ex a lted  seat  

o f  a ju d ic ia l o fficer or ju d g e  is no  ch ild 's  play. 

A  sen se  o f  m aturity is  su p p o sed ly  inbuilt in 

a ju d g e 's  thoughts and action . It's prem ature 

n ow  to  con c ude as  to  w hether the Surat court 

has erred ir its ju d g m en t or w h eth er  there 

w ere  valid  reasons for it to  pass such  an order. 

B ut. fee lin g s o f  im propriety strengthened  in 

v ie w  o f  the apex  court o b serv a tio n s  w h ile  

granting  a stay  to  the lo w er  court order. T he  

w h o le  issu e  o f  ju d ic ia l propriety has. m ean­

w h ile , taken centre-stage.

Indigenous Peoples: Custodians 
of bio-diversity

W ith  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  
tim e cv idencc  has started 
to emerge which shows that 
the indigenous people around 
the world are indeed unique 
and the ir lives need to  be 
celebrated. Hence the United 
N ations commem orates ev­
ery A ugust 9 as the Inter­
national Day o f  the World's 
Indigenous Peoples to raise 
aw areness o f  the needs o f  
these  popu la tio n  groups. 
Ihc effort is a lso to promote 
and protect the basic Human 
Rights o f  indigenous people 
around the world.

T he un iqueness o f  the  
Indigenous People 

So w hy arc  indigenous 
people considered unique? 
O f course, there is another 
a rgum ent that every  com ­
munity is indigenous in their 
land, but one cannot deny that 
the ind igenous people arc 
unique and they are different 
from the other races in the
world. They have something
special and share some com­
mon principles o f  life which 
arc distinct only to this group 
o f  people.

A small interaction with 
a  group o f  people compris­
ing community leaders and 
school te ac h ers  from  the 
d is tric ts  in the Khasi and 
Jafltia Hills and G aro Hills 
helped establish the fact that 
the indigenous people have 
some common principles o f  
life which also differentiate 
them from the others. This 
is true at least in the case 
o f  the indigenous people o f 
Meghalaya and the following 
are the major principles that 
they have in common.

Living a m orally  
up righ t life 

In the tribal society, ev­
eryone in the community is 
required to  live  a morally 
upright lifestyle. One o f  the 
basic  m oral te n e ts  in the 
tribal culture, which includc 
tha t o f  the  HynAcw T rep 
Socie ty , w hich com prises 
the Khasi. the Pnar. the War. 
the  B hoi. the  Lyngngam . 
and others, is the phrase, "ka 
tip  briew  tip  b lc i,” which 
tran s la te s  a s "know  m an. 
know god. It can also mean 
someone courteous, polite, 
o r well-mannered. Living ac­
cording to the ”ka tip hok tip 
sot" principle, which means 
to  do only what is right and 
true, is another ideal in the in­
digenous society o f  the state. 
L iving with p ropriety and 
honour which is refenred to 
in Khasi as "ban im don akor. 
don burom." is the ideal o f  a 
pcrfect life in the society.

i h c  Hynrtcw Trep People 
hold the spoken word in the 
highest regard. Once a com ­
mitment has been made, one 
is required, "ban bat ia ka 
nia ka jutang," o r maintain 
the w ords that one has ut­
tered. The expression, "ka 
jingkordor ka shikynticn ka 
hok" (literally, "the honour 
o f  the single word o f  truth"), 
also convcys the value o f  the 
spoken word. The expression

By I II !  M ohr men

"u thyllicj ksiar thyllicj ropa" 
which symbolises the tongue 
tha t helps a person  speak 
w ords that a reas precious as 
silver and gold also serves as 
an example o f keeping one's 
w ord  o r  upho ld ing  o n e 's  
commitments.

"Ka kamai ia ka hok." 
m eans liv ing  righ teously  
o r  achieving righteousness 
being the  p innacle  o f  life 
in their way o f  life. W hen 
interacting with others, this is 
the principle tltat one should 
uphold. O ne is required to 
act righteously when dealing 
with people and to only seek 
what is right in one's life.

In the  tribal so c ie ty  in 
M eghalaya the clan is the 
foundation o f the life o f  an 
individual and it also influ­
ences how one interacts with

‘common good o r well-being 
o f  a ll.’ It perm eates every 
aspect o f  a person's life when 
one interacts with society. It 
is also ironic that this human 
tendency  m an ifests  i ts e lf  
w hen there is bereavement 
in a family. When some dies, 
the entire community takes 
part in sharing their sorrow 
to lessen the hardships o f  the 
bereaved family. The visit 
is  also intended to comfort 
and console the family dur­
ing their difficult time. The 
pursuit o f  the common good 
o r  the welfare o f  all in the 
community appears in other 
aspects o f  socicty too.

D eep-rooted relationship 
w ilh M other N ature 
The ind igenous people 

o f  M eghalaya a lso  refer to 
nature or the Earth as their

The ultimate goal o f  every human life is 
to strive fo r  the happiness o f  the 

collective. The genera! tenets o f  the 
indigenous way o f  life shared by al! is 'ka 
bhalang uba ban balang'or ‘ka bhalang 
ka imlang’which translates to *common 
good or well-being o f  all. ’ It permeates 
every aspect o f  a person's life when one 

interacts with society. It is also ironic 
that this human tendency manifests itself 

when there is bereavement in a family.

the community. A person is 
know n by the clan he/she  
belongs to; one's identity also 
extends beyond o n e ’s sur­
name. Relationships extend 
beyond the family to includc 
the  c lan  a s w ell a s o n e 's  
rela tives from the  fa the r’s 
side too. "Ka tip kurtip  kha," 
which transla cs to "respect 
one 's  rc la tio i both on  the 
father’s and mother's side." 
defines the value that has to 
do with the indiv idual having 
to maintain relationships on 
both sides o f  *ic family.

These arc s^mc principles 
that people hold in high re­
spect. and every member is 
cxpectcd to maintain these 
com m on moral p rincip les 
and  these ethical standards 
in life. Tribal culture placcs 
a high value on character 
and "ban im k.i jingim  badon 
burom" whichmcans leading 
an honourable life. It is also 
the definition o f the ideal life 
in the socicty.
C aring  and  Giving Society

People  are expec ted  to 
care  for each o the r in the 
socicty  o f  the ind igenous 
people o f  M eghalaya. The 
ultim ate goal o f  every hu­
man life is to strive for the 
happiness o f  the collective. 
T he general tenets o f  the 
indigenous way o f  life shared 
by all is *ka bhalang uba bun 
ba lang ’ o r  ‘ka bhalang ka 
im lang’ which translates to

mother (m ci ramew/Bci ra- 
maw). the giver, the nurturcr. 
and the one that takes care o f  
all creations. The "ki ryngkaw 
ki basa" or nature deities that 
reside in the natural world arc 
what make nature a sacred 
site. They consider rivers and 
mountains a s gods and dei­
ties. They create talcs about 
their lives and incorporate 
the rivers, hills, mountains, 
animals, and even the local 
natural phenomena in  these 
stories. They also accept ani­
mats and ollici tilingsas equal
beings, and in the HynAcw 
Trep society, celestial bodies 
arc seen as being on par with 
terrestrial beings. Talcs o f  the 
interactions between humans, 
animals, and cclcstial beings 
were w oven by people. ITtc 
close relationship they have 
with nature in turn helps them 
conserve biodiversity.

Keepers o f  Bio-diversity 
It is now established that 

the indigenous people who 
live in a territory that covcrs 
about 25 %  o f  the w orld 's 
land surface with a popula­
tion o f  370 million only, are 
the custodians o f  about 80 
%  o f  the global biodiversity. 
With just a small population 
comprising less than 5% o f  
the world’s population, and 
living in just a quarter o f  the 
w orld 's total land surface, 
the indigenous people have 
succccdcd in conserving the

biodiversity in their region. 
Ind igenous people  can  be 
found in 90 countries. They 
live and occupy approximate­
ly a quarter o f  the w orld 's 
land and water and keep the 
w orld 's m ajor biodiversity. 
In India, the northeast region 
o f  the country is also known 
as the biod iversity  hotspot 
o f  the country. The UN En­
vironm ent Program . World 
C o n se rv a tio n  M on ito ring  
C cntrc/IC C A  C onsortium ’s 
new  estim ates suggest that 
Indigenous peoples and local 
communities conserve at least 
a  fifth o f  all land on Earth.

K nvironm cnI-fricndly 
fan n in g  prac tice

Since ages, farmers in the 
state farmed different crops 
which vary according to the 
region and the seasons in the 
year. In the southern slopes 
bordering Bangladesh and on 
the border with Assam, millet 
was popular in the area where 
jhum  cultivation is popular. 
The area on the border was 
a lso a once popular orange 
orchard and is now an areca- 
nut and betel leaf plantation. 
In the plateau region o f  Jafltia 
hills, wetland rice cultivation 
is popular and in the Khasi 
hills bunds and tctracc culti­
vation arc popular. In general 
fanners in the state engage in 
d ifferent farm ing practiccs 
like shiHing. bunds, subsis­
tence. plantation, terracing, 
foraging from the forest, and 
w etland  cu ltiva tion . T heir 
production system is nature- 
based which is regenerative 
and environment friendly.

K eepers o f  the  W orld 's 
D iverse C ultu re

Indigenous Peoples live in 
all regions o f  the world and 
ow n. occupy, o r use som e 
22%  o f  the global land area. 
Numbering between 370-500 
million. Indigenous Peoples 
represent the greater part o f  
the w orld’s cultural diversity. 
They speak an ovcnvhelm - 
ing majority o f  the w orld’s 
estim ated 7 ,000 languages 
and represent 5.000 different 
cultures. D espite their cu l­
tural differences. Indigenous 
P e o p le s  fro m  a ro u n d  the 
world share common prob­
lems related to the protection 
o f  th e ir  r ig h ts  a s d is tinc t 
peoples. M any indigenous 
peoples continue to be poor 
and marginalized, living in 
ex trem e poverty  and  hav­
ing their basic human rights 
violated.

These arc major principles 
that a rc  common in a ll the 
ind igenous people  around  
the w orld which differenti­
ate them from the others. In 
conclusion, the indigenous 
p e o p le 's  life s ty le s  w hich 
include diverse cultures and 
their close relationship with 
nature enable them to keep 
the biodiversity in  their re­
gions. In a world where c li­
mate changc is staring at us, 
indigenous farming practiccs 
and nature-based food system 
are going  to  be the game- 
changcrs.

Let us not create 
another Them 

Metor-like 
situation

Editor,
T he rcccn t inc iden t in 

Mahadcv Khola had jolted 
us from our slum ber...once 
again. No doubt, Mahadcv 
K hola  is a much revered 
site  and  as a youngster. I 
h ad  m y sha re  o f  a d v e n ­
tures here, especially during 
Shivratri. severd years ago. 
A s som eone who stays in 
L aw sohtun  and uses this 
route to the highway when 
required, it 's  true that over 
the years, many structures 
have come up in the vicin­
ity o f  the temple, perhaps 
illegally. While maintaining 
the sanctity o f  the temple, 
no illegal settlements should 
be allowed in its vicinity. Its 
borders should b e  c learly  
dem arcated  an.l the m an­
agement o f  the temple must 
operate within ihc rules o f  
the District Cotxicil and the 
State Government and d is­
mantle all illegal structures. 
No one  should be allowed 
to encroach on Government 
land. The Forest Department 
is expected to be farsighted 
and not caught napping. The

IX»rbar Shnong. Lawsohtun. 
on its part, should be equally 
vigilant to avoid any unwant­
ed incidents in the near future 
that can disrupt peace and 
tranquility o f  the Shnong and 
adjoining areas. I believe we 
all agree that none o f  us want 
to see another litem Mctor- 
likc situation in any part o f  
our city. Let’s rcmcmber-A 
stitch in time saves nine.

Yours etc.
Prof. Lakhon Kma 

Shillong-4

M anipur today, 
M eghalaya  
Tomorrow

Editor,
Looking back at how so­

c icty has bccomc what it is 
today there is the com pul­
sion to  question w hether it 
is what it was intended to be 
o r has it gone astray. It is not 
enough to prove that it has 
gone astray ; w h at 's  m ore 
im portant is that we must 
tempt the people to develop 
an interest in reasoning the 
matter out and exposing the 
culprits behind the mcnacc. 
It is upto the discerning citi­
zens to Icam to disseminate 
what it is they are observing 
and ihcri’hy c onvoy thoir
observations to others so that

socicty follows the path o f  
progress and deflects itself 
from that o f  a breakdown -  
the kind o f  breakdown wc arc 
witiMesing in Shillong (Ik sc 
days. Drugs and petty thefts 
have proliferated in Shillong. 
It doesn 't matter whether we 
appear foolish o r wise, wc 
need to prove and expose the 
evil hands that may be behind 
this breakdown.

W h oever they  m ay be 
there is the hand o f  politics in 
the entire affair. O f  that there 
can be no doubt. Thcrc arc 
those that have found their 
w ay into the Khasi socicty 
who arc lacking in love and 
developm ent and w ho find 
pleasure in causing pain and 
division instead. Their pas­
tim e, cruel and lamentable 
a s it may be . is  to  target 
the ir weak and the ir poor 
neighbours with the great­
est possible closcncss, and 
then unpcrceivcd to place a 
pin - a needle in their hands, 
so that there is no way out 
but to prick themselves with 
it. Such men act like great 
m oralists but a c tua lly  arc 
like m osquitoes bent only 
on disturbing our pcace and 
tranquility. They have suc­
cessfully disrupted Manipur. 
We must not allow them to 
destroy Meghalaya; w« must 
not be deceived.

Yours etc., 
Gregory Shullai.

Via email

St Edm und's 
C ollege in a 

quandary
Editor.
I am  writing to  express 

my deep conecm about the 
p reva iling  state o f  affairs 
a t St. E d m u id 's  C o llege . 
Shillong. It is w ith a  heavy 
heart that 1 address the issues 
that have been plaguing our 
educational institution and 
adversely affceting the qual­
ity o f  education and student 
experience.

It has been over a month 
since the convncnccmcnt o f  
classcs. and y tt the students 
have not been provided with 
a proper class routine. This 
lack ofclarilycrcates unnec­
essary confusion and ham­
pers the students' ability to 
plan and manage their studies 
cftcctivcly. T ic  last-minute 
issuance o f  timetables only 
e x ac erb ate s  the  p rob lem , 
leaving studcr.ts and instruc­
to rs struggling to  adapt to 
sudden changcs.

M oreover, the ongoing  
clash o f  classrooms has be-

(giilar
c ausing  d isruptions in the

learning proccss. Room s that 
a rc  too sm all for the num­
ber o f  students o r double- 
a lloca ted  room s create  an
environm ent that in neither
c onducive  to learn ing  nor 
respectfu l o f  the students' 
time.

The atmosphere within the 
collcgc is further strained by 
the behaviour o f  the office 
staff, who display a lack o f 
p rofessionalism  and  rude­
ness tow ards the students. 
A healthy  and  supportive  
adm inistrative environm ent 
is crucial for fostering a posi­
tive educational expcricncc. 
and the current demeanour o f  
the ofticc staft'docs not align 
with this objective.

T he principal's abscncc 
a n d  se e m in g ly  a b ra s iv e  
a ttitu d e  co n trib u te  to  the 
negative perception o f  the 
college's  management. Stu­
dents and faculty alike need 
a leader who is approachable, 
available, and responsive to 
their concerns. T he principal 
needs to rctlcct these qualities 
andcrcatc a climatc o f  inclu- 
sivcncss and amity within the 
collcgc fraternity.

An equally pressing con­
cern is the state o f  the  col­
lege's facilities, particularly 
the toilets. The inadequate 
size and unhygienic condi­
tions not only comprom ise

students' health but also en­
courage undesirable activities 
such as smoking and the use 
o f  tobacco and alcohol. It is 
CMcniial that the collcgc lakes
im m ediate steps to address 
these hygicnc-rclatcd issues 
and  create  an environm ent 
that promotes student w ell­
being.

In conclusion. I urge the 
c o llege 's adm inistra tion  to 
take  a p roac tive  approach  
in  add ressing  these  p ress­
ing issues. A w ell-managed 
educational institution should 
provide students with an envi­
ronment that fosters learning, 
professionalism, and respect. 
I hope that by shedding light 
on these conccrns. w c  can 
c o llcc tivc ly  w ork tow ards 
m aking St. Edm und's C ol­
lcgc. a place where students 
can thrive acadcmically and 
personally.

Yours etc..
A student o f  St. Ed­

mund's College 
Name w ithheld on

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the require 

details will be published.

A debate on 
being “ tribal”

By Barnes Mawrie

Recently thcrc was a state­
ment from ihc C hief Minister 
o f  Assam o f  introducing a 
law  lo dcrccogn izc  tribal 
Christians as STs. In other 
words, it means that i f  a tribal 
bccomcs a 'Christian he o r she 
ccascs to be a tribal and loses 
all the privileges that others 
enjoy. This law has already 
been enacted in some other 
sta tes o f  India as a crafty  
strategy to discourage tribal 
persons frwn choosing the 
religion th:y desire. This is 
first o f  all a violation o f  the 
fundamental right to religion. 
It is as well an insult to  the 
tribal pcop c  who arc the real 
natives o f  this sub-contincnt. 
According to the renowned 
anthropologist. Dr. Vcrricr 
El w in the triba ls arc "the 
real sw adeshi p roducts o f 
Ind ia  in whose presence all 
others are foreign. These arc 
the ancient people with moral 
rights and claim s thousands 
o f  years old. They w ere here 
first and sl»uld come first in 
our regard" When it comes 
to Northeast India, the whole 
region originally belonged to 
the tribal people. So how can 
someone make a law to re- 
ducc a trib.tl person to  being 
a "foreigner" just because he 
o r she becomes a Christian? 
This is a ridiculous law which 
is most illogical, inhuman 
and unconstitutional.

T he arg jmcnt that a tribal 
person loses h is/her tribal- 
ncss bccatsc  he o r she bc­
comcs a Christian is totally

sow ing and the harvesting 
seasons. W hen there  is a 
deceased  m em ber in  any 
family, there is material as 
well as emotional solidarity 
with the  bereaved family. 
This sense o f  solidarity goes 
beyond religiousaftiliations. 
This is the reason why when 
it comes to matters o f  life 
and death, members o f  the 
clan o r village come together 
in solidarity and no one carcs 
about being a Christian o r a 
non-Christian.

It is a sad irony that our 
Indian leaders , inc luding 
our Prim e M inister, when 
they go abroad, boast o f  the 
achicvcmcntsof Indian-hom 
indiv iduals be it Rishi Sunak 
the UK Prim e M inister or 
Kanuila Harris the US Vice 
President and still dare to 
c la im  th e ir  lnd ianncss  in 
spite o f  the fact that these 
individuals arc actually no 
longer Indian nationals. But 
when it com es to ou r own 
country, these same leaders 
want to ostracize their own 
c itizcns a nd  d iscrim inate  
them from the rest just be­
c ause  they  happen  to  be 
Christians. It is not difficult 
to  see that i f  the Hindutva 
agenda goes on unchocked, a 
day will come w hen Muslim 
Indians will also be declared 
foreigners and they would be 
deprived o f  their rights and 
privileges.

The ethnic violence that 
is going on in M anipur has 
throw n m ore  light on  the

The argument that a tribal person loses 
his/her tribalness because he or she 

becomes a Christian is totally 
unacceptable. Let me cite an example 

here. I f  tomorrow the government decides 
to pass a law that elephants should be 
called horses and no longer elephants, 

will that not be the most absurd and 
stupid law ever made? Precisely because 

know fu l l  well the biological 
constitution o f  each o f  these animals.

unacceptable. Let me cite an 
example hire. If  tomorrow 
the government decides to 
pass a la v  tha t e lephants 
should be  called horses and 
no longer dephants, will that 
not be the most absurd and 
stupid law ever made? Pre­
cisely because wc know full 
well the biological constitu­
tion o f  cach o f  these animals. 
Now similarly you pass a law 
saying that tribals who have 
bccom c C hristians will be 
tribal no more, is that not a 
stupid law? Here comcs the 
question as to how a person 
bccomcs a tribal o r non-trib- 
al? The answer is as simple as 
anyone could understand. Wc 
arc tribals bccausc o f  our bio­
logical ancestry and nothing 
else. I am a Khasi bccausc my 
parents, grandparents and an ­
cestors arc Khasis. I possess 
the Khasi DNA. Therefore, if  
I live in A m erica Europe or 
Africa. I still remain a Khasi. 
Place o f  habitation o r religion 
does not changc m y DNA 
o r my biological structure. 
Only a moron o r a mentally 
deranged person would state 
that I am no longer a Khasi 
because  I happen to  be a 
Christian.

A tribal person as a mem­
ber o f  h is or her clan is in­
tr insically  bound to  every  
member o f the clan. Clan or 
kinship tics among tribals is 
so sacred that it is maintained 
a t all cost, thu s, among clan 
m em bers, there is no such 
distinction whether one be­
longs to th s  religion o r that. 
Every m enber feels closcly 
bound to cach other because 
o f  a common anccstry. As 
a member o f  a tribe, every 
tribal person fee ls closcly 
connected to each other and 
feels proud about his o r her 
com m un ity  id e n tity . T he 
community sense is stronger 
am ong tribals than in any 
non-tribal community, This is 
best expressed in the manner 
they manifest their solidarity 
with every family in the vil­
lage. Even in a large village, 
each family knows the other 
intimately. In many farming 
villages, there is community 
pooling o f  labour during ihc

sinister plan to  exterminate 
the tribal and to grab their 
anccstral land. It is clear to 
everyone that the new law 
to deprive a tribal Christian 
o f  his o r her civic rights and 
privileges o r to dc-tribalizc 
him o r her, is a step towards 
an a ll-out a ttack on tribal 
com m unities in India. By 
doing this and by inciting 
the trad itional re lig ion ist 
tribals they arc sow ing the 
seed o f  division within the 
community putting them at 
loggerheads with cach other. 
In other parts o f  India like in 
Jharkhand. Chhattisgarh and 
Odisha, the believers o f  the 
Sarna religion (traditional 
religion) arc being alienated 
from their fellow tribals who 
arc Christians and a wedge 
is being driven within the 
com m unity. For exam ple, 
the good relationship that 
used to exist betw een the 
Church and the Seng Khasi 
in  the  past, has suddenly 
turned sour sincc the last one 
dccodc. In fact. I-'r. Abel, a 
Salvatorian missionary who 
had the first printing press 
in N ortheast India, w as a 
c lo se  frien d  o f  the  Seng 
Khasi and their newspaper 
U Nongphira edited by Sib 
Charan Roy and it w as be­
ing printed by him sincc its 
inception in 1903.

Thcrc is an undercurrent 
anti-tribal and anti-Christian 
force  tha t is ope ra ting  in 
Northeast India and in the 
country a s a whole, whose 
intention is to decimate the 
tribal population and take 
con tro l o f  th e ir  m ineral- 
endow ed land and  to  ex ­
terminate Christianity from 
the country. Therefore, the 
greatest enemy o f  the tribal 
people  is ev iden tly  from 
w ith in  o u r  ow n c o un try  
and not from outside. As I 
have said in my previous ar­
ticle. the tribal communities 
o f  Northeast India need to 
stand up together today (the 
leaders as w ell as the public) 
and defeat these evil forces 
that arc trying to destroy the 
integrity and identity o f  our 
communities. “Together wc
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Education a state subject
IT is not surprising that the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 has been implemented in nearly 
all the BJP ruled states since 2021. Karnataka be­
ing the first state to do so, followed by Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana. Maharashtra etc. 
The southern states o f  Tamil Nadu and Kerala have 
refused to implement the NEP saying they will, after 
due considerations and deliberations, comc up with 
their own state policy. Tamil Nadu Chicf Minister, 
MK Stalin announced that the state would follow  
the Policy -  lllam Thedi Kalvi -  which translates 
to ‘education scheme at our doorstep.* According 
to MK Stalin, Tamil Nadu would be working on a 
State Education Policy to implement an improvised 
education system. This makes better sense as it will 
be suited to the needs o f  the students in that slate. 
One o f  the reasons for most states resisting the imple­
mentation o f  the NEP 2020 is because one policy 
does not fit all India is too diverse a country to have 
a uniform policy on anything. Is that not why the 
Planning Commission was dismantled by the Modi 
Government in 2014? In its place the NITI Aayog  
became the hallmark o f  what was called competitive 
federalism where states compete with one another 
and with the Centre in their performance. Whether 
the NITI Aaycg lias been able to achieve this idea o f  
independent thinking among the states so that they 
are able to progress better then having to implement 
schemes not tailored to their needs. Why then is the 
central government pushing the implementation o f  
the NEP-2020?

In a bookbt titled ‘What NEP 2020 Speaks. 
Where Rcalit) Stands,* published by All India Save 
Education Policy Committee (AISEC), the first 
chapter speaks o f the reality checks needed before 
implcmcntingthc NEP-2020. The NEP laments that 
India is presently in a learning crisis. The AISEC  
says that it has become customary for all education 
policies to lament the present state o f  education and 
to promise much by way o f  improvement but they 
ultimately end up as empty rhetoric. They point to 
the 1986 Education Policy with the slogan ’Opera­
tion Blackboard* which achieved nothing in 35 years 
but instead opened the floodgates for privatisation o f  
education right from the school level and divested  
the government o f  all responsibility for providing 
universal education and creating the required infra­
structure for schools and failing to appoint teachers, 
thereby leaving students in a quandary.

What the AISEC discounts is the propensity o f  
the NEC) 2020 to eulogize the Indian Knowledge 
System (IKS) to the point o f  forgetting to draw the 
line between fact and fiction. In fact the AISEC says 
the claims o f  ancient Indian wisdom such as that 
there were airplanes or vimanas and pushpak rathas 
flying between planets or the practice o f  plastic 
surgery arc not backed by evidence. If Education is 
a State subject it is incumbent on states to develop a 
culturally relevant curriculum so that the learner docs 
not need to learn what is alien to him/her just to pass 
exams. Students can learn things that interest them. 
That would ignite in them a passion for learning. 
Time for Meghalaya to learn self-reliance.

Honest data and a 
worrying suspension
The In ternational Insti­

tute o f  Population Scicnc- 
cs (U P S) is  a prestig ious 
deem ed Ind ian  un iversity  
and a pioneering 67-year-old 
institution that is known for. 
among other work, its highly- 
regarded and oft-quoted N a­
tional Family Health Survey 
(NFHS) series and attendani 
reports. The reports analyse 
mounds o f  data under NFHS 
rounds that for the last three 
decades have provided an 
independent grassroots view 
o f  India's demographic and 
health-related information to 
tell us i f  the policy directions 
are translating to  change on 
the ground. The UPS thus 
works in a significant spacc 
on crucial data that can hold 
a mirror to the executive, and 
help drive policy actions in 
the right direction.

Last w eek, the director o f  
this valued institution. Prof. 
K. S  James, a noted demog­
rapher. rcscarchcrand former 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) faculty member, was 
su spended  and  a sked  not 
to  leave his headquarters 
region, w hich  is M umbai 
city, pending an inquiry. I IPS 
faculty and alumni are said 
to be in shock. The Opposi­
tion has criticised the move. 
Scientists and other faculty 
members arc alarmed. Not 
much is known about what 
triggered the suspension but 
those in the know o f  matters 
say that the suspension order 
follows other attempts to oust 
the director. He was appar­
ently asked to resign some 
m onths back. Prof. Jam es 
reportedly refused, saying 
he had done nothing wrong 
and w ouldn 't leave for no 
reason.

The suspension  w ould 
once again raise fears o f  a 
high-handed administration 
ready to  go to  any lengths 
to control institu tions and 
punish  those  w ho cannot 
be reined in. It is true that 
this is a suspension pending 
an inquiry, not punishment 
already. It is true tha t the 
governm ent has a  right to 
investigate on the basis o f  
com plaints o r inform ation 
it may have received. But if  
inside reports are to  be be­
lieved. it is equally true that 
the government wanted the 
director out. It i f  is a matter 
o f  irregularities, then how' 
and why would the director 
be asked to leave, and an in­
quiry be launched only when 
he refused to go quietly?

The questions take on a 
larger significance when oik

By Jagdish Rattanani

looks at the work o f  the I IPS 
and its role in putting out data 
relating to demographics and 
(under the NFHS series) key 
parameters like reproductive 
and child health, socio-eco­
nomic indicators, fertility, 
maternal and child mortality, 
under-five  m ortality  rate , 
nutritional status, immunisa­
tion reach, w ttcr, sanitation, 
gender violence and even the

150th birth anniversary o f  
Mahatma Gandhi.

T h e  c o n tra d ic tio n  b e ­
tw een the po litica l c laim s 
and the on-ground numbers 
reinforces the significance o f 
a strong UPS running an in­
dependent NFHS and report­
ing the numbers freely rather 
than varnished numbers for 
the authorities to look at and 
be pleased with themselves.

F o r  n ir a l  India, N FH S-5 s a id  2 6 %  households  

s t i l l  h a d  i d  a c c e ss  to  to ile ts, a n d  so  p ra c tis e d  

open  defecation . This is  an  im provem en t in 

num bers o v e r  th e  y e a r s  but s t i l l  ( i f  y o u  like to  

look  a t it  th a t w ay) pu n ctu res th e Prim e  

M inister's sw eep in g  cla im  th a t ru ra l India  is  

o p en  defeca tion  f r e e  already, m a d e  b y  
N arendra  M od i h im se lf  in 2 0 1 9  a s  p a r t  o f  

on g o in g  progam m es to  ce le b ra te  th e  150th  

birth  an n iversary  o f  M ah a tm a  G andhi.

spread o f  modern-day life 
style diseases like diabetes 
and blood pressure.

It is the ktcst release o f  
th is N FH S report that has 
told the nation that 19% o f  
Indian households defecate 
in the  open (NFHS-5. for 
2019-2021). a i improvement 
from 39% who were reported 
practising open defecation in 
NFHS-4. for 2015-16. For 
rura l Ind ia. N FH S-5 said 
26%  households still had 
no access to toilets, and so 
practised open defecation.

Plough the UPS is a pan  o f 
the Ministry o f  Health and 
Family Welfare (M ollFW ), 
it is an autonomous institu­
tion a nd  has never faced 
questions on its surveys and 
findings. In fact, the NHFS 
is a survey that has global 
s tan d ing  and  w orks w ith 
global partners like the ICF 
o f  USA, the United States 
A gency  for In terna tional 
Development. Britain’s De­
partm ent for International 
Developm ent, the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation,

“Though 'he 11 P S  is a  p a r t  o f  th e  M in istry  o f  
H ealth  an d  F am ily  W elfare (M oH FW ), i t  is  an  

autonom ous in stitu tion  a n d  h as n e v e r  fa c e d  
q u estion s on its  su rveys  a n d  findings. In fa c t,  

th e N H F S is a  su rvey  that has g lo b a l s tan d in g  
a n d  w orks w ith  g lo /x il p a r tn e rs  lik e  the IC F  o f  

USA the U n ited  S ta te s  A g en cy  f o r  
InternationalDevelopm ent, Britain's DefXtrt/netu 
f o r  In ter  ra tio n a l D eve lopm en t, th e HiII a n d  

M elin da  G ates F oundation . UNICEF, UNFPA, 
a n d  th e Indian health  m inistry. ”

T his is an improvement in 
numbers over the years but 
still ( i f  you  like to look at 
it that w ay) punctures the 
Prime M inister’s sweeping 
claim  that rural India is open 
defecation free already, made 
by Narendra Modi h im self 
in 2019 as part o f  ongoing 
progammes to celebrate the

UNICEF. UNFPA, and the 
Indian health ministry.

NFHS-5 (2019-2021) has 
other statistics that tell us 
that India is not really doing 
well. Anaemia, for example, 
has risen. A s many as 67% 
o f  children aged six months 
to five years during NHFS-5 
had anaem ia  (h ae m o g lo ­

bin levels below 11.0 g/dl). 
w hich  is h ighe r than the  
NFHS-4 (2015-16) estimate 
o f  59%. A naemia in  children 
leads to  slower growth and 
impacts ncurodcvelopment. 
NHFS-5 reported that 36% 
o f  children under age five 
years arc stunted (too short 
for their age), only margin­
ally changed from 38%  seen 
in N FIIS-4, which is chronic 
undc rnu trition . S im ilarly . 
19% o f  children under age 
five years arc  w asted (too 
thin for their height), only 
s lig h tly  dow n  from  21%  
seen in NHFS-4 -  a sign o f  
acu te  undcrnutrition. A nd 
32% o f  childrcn are under­
w e ig h t. dow n fro m  36%  
during NHFS-4.

T hese  num bers in one  
way point to challenges be­
fore  a  governm ent that is 
in a rush to  claim  success 
and talk victory in a ll the 
battles, schem es and m is­
sions it seeks to  highlight. 
The true story is a little dif­
ferent form the tall claim s 
being made. There is noth­
ing wrong in accepting the 
truth, fine-tuning policy and 
prioritising spends to  reach 
the targets that are desired, 
lim ply claim s will ring hol­
low. sooner than later. They 
will show the government in 
poor light, sooner rather than 
later. The government cannot 
build a narrativ e o f  an India 
that is a global giant and a re ­
bust economy with childrcn 
w ho a rc  anaem ic, wasted, 
stunted and undernourished. 
India cannot be cleaner with 
announcements that it is open 
defecation frcc. Instead, the 
governm ent can rightfully  
claim  full marks for trying. 
Everr i f  efforts take longer, 
that will be a journey well- 
run. It is good to recall that 
the rush to announce ’Mis­
sion  A ccom plished’, with 
well-set optics aboard a US- 
N avy aircraft carrier after 
the Iraq war brought nothing 
but disaster for the USA un­
der President George Bush. 
Wc don’t have to go there. 
And keeping us honest will 
be  independent reports o f  
the kind the UPS produces. 
D istu rb ing  such w ork by 
suspending the director may 
therefore not be the best way 
to proceed with an agenda o f  
development for the people 
o f  India.

(The writer is a  journal­
is t a n d  fa c u lty  m em ber at 
SPJIMR. Hews arv/personal,’) 
(Through The Billion Press) 
(e-mail: editorfatltehillion- 
press.org)

NEP-2020: 
Let’s get the 
perspective  

right!
Editor,
O ne cannot escape the 

weight and implications o f  
the ongoing issue between 
the NEHU Vice Chancellor 
and the MCTA;and it is im ­
moral for one to stay silent as
a tired spectator, especially
when being in such a case is 
no way affordable. Simple 
and honest, objective and 
eclectic preliminary obser­
vations w ould reveal that 
on  one hand we have the 
S ta te  m achinery push ing  
on with its prescriptions for 
change and on tlv other hand 
w e have  the A ssoc ia tion  
o f  one o f  the most primary 
o f  stakeho lders  resis ting  
the push! Som etim es, the 
obvious needs to be stated! 
C a refu l o bse rva tion  w ill 
a lso  ascertain that no side 
is opposed to  change, but 
it will do very much good 
to  rem em ber tla t cautious 
m inds prefer good change 
rather than careless change; 
careful preparedness to bull 
dozer maneuvers. However, 
what is most strikingly obvi­
ous is that the miin murrain, 
the dreaded bone o f  conten­
tion, is the path by which the 
powers that be chosc to take 
in bringing abou the change; 
3nd by any measure o f  natu­
ral justice, their actions arc 
condcmnablc!

flow  does o ie  arrive at 
this conclusion? Firstly, one 
s im p ly  fa lls  back on the 
tim e- te s te d  app roach  o f

the "Father o f  the Nation": 
the M oralistic  A pproach. 
G andhians a re  know n for 
their many m oralistic for­
m u lae . b u t,  "T h e  m eans 
justify  the ends." is one that 
w ould  app ly  b e s t to  ou r 
predicam ent. Considering  
what has already transpired, 
and  boldly assum ing that 
society’s moral compass is 
still adequa tely  function ­
ing. one fee ls there is  no 
need to expound! Secondly, 
inefficiency and attem pts to 
cover ihc some, slick oul as 
prominent sore spots! I f  the 
pow ers that be arc  rea lly  
committed to bringing about 
the change they so  adam ant­
ly push for, why were they 
snoring for the most part o f 
2022 and the first months o f 
this year? Hie truth is that 
they waited till the very last 
m om ent, a fte r  adm issions 
had been com pleted , fees 
paid and after colleges had 
started classes in accordance 
with the 2015 Semester Sys­
tem to notify such a  drastic 
change. Some brave souls 
have openly declared  that 
the VC is serving m asters 
in Delhi, and that the whip 
had cracked, figuratively, o f  
course. But without joining 
or silencing this chorus, all 
one can say is that IF the 
accusation is true, then the 
VC is not doing a very good 
job  o f  being a lackey, a s  so 
boldly suggested, and is sim­
ply trying to clean house at 
the very last moment, stuff­
ing everything and everyone 
into the proverbial box just 
so that another box can be 
checked off! Thirdly, with 
all the ha*.ie heavily floating 
around, and many social m e­

dia influcnccrs. neti/ens and 
even the state government 
being all so  excited to rally 
behind the VC. with some 
even demonising the MCTA. 
one would simply state that 
the devil’s in the details.

I f  people had not gone 
through the entire thing criti­
cally and judiciously, one 
w o u ld  suggest tha t they 
stand aside for the time be­
ing and have enough courage 
to adm it ignorance, rather 
than blurting  ou t reckless 
s ta te m en ts  baaed  no t on 
careful study  and general 
considerations but based on 
tlashy and ear tickling catch 
phrases! W hether w e like it 
or not. India's welfare state 
model is stilt a  requiremcnt- 
a  necessity  that cannot be 
done away with, cspccially 
for those less fortunate and 
less p riv ileged , and  these 
constitute a  m ajor portion 
o f  society, hence, we cannot 
afford to  simply tush into the 
unknown, especially without 
liccding and consulting those 
p rim a rily  in v o lv e d , w ho 
will have to bear the heavy 
responsibility to  carry things 
forward, and to do so well!!

Yours etc..
Abdicl Susngi, 

Via email

No VIP is 
above the law

Editor.
The high-handedness o f  

those in power is not a new 
thing. It is usually the law 
m akers w ho arc  a lso  law 
breakers. One such scenario
took placc on a bur.y Monday
morning when a government

vehicle simply ignored the 
N o R ight T urn/N o E ntry  
signage at Rhino Point ju n c ­
tion and hcldall the vehicles 
behind it at ransom refusing 
to go through Anjalcc Petrol 
Pump. In sp ie  o f  the honk­
ing from all other vehicles, 
the driver refused to  abide 
by the law. An arm y per­
sonnel intervened but to no 
avail. W hile all eyes were on 
the lone policeman hoping 
he would forbid the driver 
from breaking the rule but 
the po licem an ironically , 
tried to  clcar the road mak­
ing way for the government 
vch ide  to p a s . If an ordi­
nary citizen did that, hc'she 
would be snarled at and even 
booked by the traffic police 
for breaking ihc rule. In fact 
that's how it should be for 
all citizens. No one is above 
the  law. Rules and  law s 
are formulated for citizens 
both ordinary and those in 
governm ent to  adhere  to. 
If law makers and law up­
holders thcnselvcs bccomc 
law breakers, then whither 
democracy?

Yours ctc., 
Jom icfcr Dkhar.

Via email

Parking fee 
collection  
should be 

autom ated
Editor.
I write to a ldrcss a press­

ing concern regarding the 
alarming practiccs observed
at various parking lots in
Shillong. It Ins comc to my

attention that an illegal and 
unjust m ethod o f  revenue 
collection lias bccomc preva­
lent. particularly at popular 
locations like Police Bazar. 
Bara Bazar, Laitum khrah, 
and other tourist spots. The 
issue at hand pertains to the 
arbitrary chargcs levied by 
parking attendants without 
providing proper documents/ 
receipts.

It is disheartening to note 
that a significant number o f  
parking collectors seem to 
be under the influence o f  
a lcohol for extended pe ri­
ods. leading to  erratic and 
d isp ropo rtiona te  chargcs. 
The severity o f  their inebria­
tion appears to inftucncc the 
amount they demand from 
patrons. In some instances, 
an exorbitant fee o f  Rs 40 
is being charged for a mere 
15-minutc stay. Furthermore, 
these collectors frequently 
distribute parking slips with­
out recording any informa­
tion or. worse still, decline 
to  issue  them  a ltogether. 
Shou ld  a  v is i to r  d a re  to 
request a slip, they are met 
with hostility and menacing 
glares.

Contrastingly, during  a 
recen t visit to the G lobal 
Expo a t Polo. I was pleas­
antly surprised by the p ro ­
fessionalism  exh ib ited  at 
thcS.R.G.T. parking facility. 
T h is  e stab lishm en t in tro ­
duced an automated system 
that dispensed entry and exit 
slips, complete with accurate 
timestamps. This automated 
p rocess en su res tran spar­
ency. accountability, and a 
fair approach to  collecting 
park ing  feee. T he c o nve­
n ience  it o ffe rs  is highly

commendable, and it sets a 
positive precedent for park­
ing operations in the city.

To rectify the current situ­
ation. it is imperative that the 
authorities take immediate 
action. The bidding proccss 
for parking contracts should 
include a clause mandating 
the implementation o f  auto­
mated systems, safeguarding 
the interests o f  citizens and 
visitors alike. Such a system 
would alleviate the present 
challenges, prevent undue 
e x p lo ita tio n , and  instil a 
sense o f  trust in the parking 
process.

Equally important is the 
stipulation that individuals 
under the inftucncc o f  alco­
hol should not be permitted 
to manage parking facilities. 
T h e ir  p rese n ce  not on ly  
jeopardizes the reputation o f  
these establishments but also 
poses risks to the safely and 
comfort o f  the public.

In conclusion, the need 
for a  comprehensive trans­
formation in parking prac­
ticcs in Shillong cannot be 
overstated. The adoption o f  
automated systems, coupled 
with ethical guidelines for 
parking a ttendants, would 
drastically improve the expe­
rience for all. Let us collec­
tively strive for a fair and ef­
ficient parking environment 
that upholds the integrity o f  
our city's services.

Yours ctc..
R K Sarki. 

Shillong

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page are 
the v iew s o f  the writers'' 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

Rahul Gandhi finally back in Lok 
Sabha before no confidence motion

gross party 's No-Confidence 
Motion against Prime M in­
ister N arcrdra Modi gets a 
significant boost.

The Modi governm ent 
will be nervous. The Modi 
government will overcome 
the No-Confidence Motion 
but the presence o f  Rahul 
Gandhi in ihc House will be 
unnerving for the treasury 
benches, especially  when 
seen in lijiit o f  allegations 
that G andhi's disqualifica­
tion w as part o f  a bigger 
gamc-plan to  remove him 
from the ‘'scene’’ as lie had 
bccomc a lhrcat to the Na­
rendra Modi governm ent, 
especially after his hugely 
successful 'Bharat Jodo Ya- 
tra'.

With his comcback, the 
Gandhi scion is expected to 
roast Prime M inister Modi 
like few Ivd done, or could 
d o , in M od i's  ne arly  10 
years in Parliament. Also, 
with Rahul G andhi's return, 
the Congress is no longer 
headless, though it has an 
elected ’President’, and the 
rejuvenated leadership will 
be back to its roaring best.

The last time Rahul Gan­
dhi roasted Prim e M inis­
ter N arcnJra  M odi, even 
the  treasury  benches sa l 
m esmerized. T hen. Rahul 
G andhi a rraigned M odi’s 
"friend”  Gautam A dani in 
the dock and outlined with 
Prim e M inister N arendra 
M odi's hewing hand, what 
all A dani tvas into -  from 
ports to airports to  cement 
and media ;t al -  all bccausc 
the friend w as a friend in 
'deed'!

That day in the Lok Sab­
ha. Prime Minister Modi lost 
h is shirt iind the treasury 
benches trust be  dreading 
a repeat with the No-Con- 
fidcncc  V .otion now that 
■’RaG a" is back. Monday. 
souk TV news channels were 
replaying Rahul G andhi's 
decim ation  o f  'M o d a n i'. 
The ‘New Rahul Gandhi' on 
display after his return from 
the ranks o f the 'disqualified' 
is dircctly  linked to  TRP! 
Prime Minister Modi is fi­
nally gcttrng com petition; 
certainly. Modi is no longer 
the biggesi draw in Indian 
politics and this w asn 't so 
three-four norths ago.

Or. till ast year -  2022.

in the M odi governm ent’s 
den. On August 7. Congress 
workers in Mumbai's Arad 
M aidan celebra ted  Rahul 
G andhi's return to the Lok 
Sabha with placards scream­
ing ‘Unstoppable’.

But fo r days a fte r  the 
Suprem e Court undid the 
conv ic tion , the Congress 
w as im pa tien t, w ary  and 
w orried that Speaker Om 
B irla w asn ’t show ing  the 
same quickness o f  the fox as 
witnessed after Rahul Gan­
dhi was convicted! Instead, 
the Supreme Court's "good 
deed” o f  releasing  Rahul 
G andhi from the clutchcs 
o f  the ‘Modi c lan ' was be­
ing wasted with deliberate 
slowness.

But for how long? The 
W ayanad  p a rlia m e n ta ry  
constituency broke ou t in 
c c lc b ra tio n  on M onday. 
It was a m iracle a fte r  the 
doubts over whether Rahul 
G andhi would ever make a 
triumphant comcback? Pic 
Muslim-dominated Wayanad 
parliamentary constituency 
is staunchly Rahul G andhi 
and it looked like somebody 
would replace Rahul Gandhi 
-  perhaps. Priyanka Vadra 
G andhi. That cm crgcncy  
no longer exists and Kerala 
will remain a liandlu tanuly 
political bastion.

Now, for Rahul G andhi 
to return to his official MP 
residence  a fte r  135 days 
in the political wilderness. 
C ong ress  P residen t M ai- 
lik a rju n  K hargc  said the 
Congress is relieved. Gandhi 
was given  a rousing w el­
come by Congress and other 
opposition MPs. Gandhi sat 
in the People’s House and is 
expcctcd to take some o f  the 
shine Prime M inister Nar­
endra Modi has been hog­
ging for nine years and after 
G andh i's  disqualification. 
The N o-C onfidcncc  M o­
tion against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi promises to 
be edge o f  the seat stuff with 
Rahul G andhi's prcscncc and 
C ongress MPs particularly 
will be fired up. G andhi's 
reinstatement will go a long 
way in impacting the upcom­
ing assembly elections and 
the 2024 general elections. 
Opposition alliance ’INDIA’ 
is in high spirits. The BJP 
will be wondering how close 
it w as! (tPA Service)

PM has reasons to be 
worried as wayanad 
MP is fully prepared

By Sttshil Kutty

Wayanad got its Member 
o f  Parliament back on Mon­
day. August 7. 2023. The 
Lok Sabha Secretariat rein­
stated disqualified Congress 
M P Rahul G andhi though 
there were complaints that 
Lok S abha S p e a k e r O m  
B irla  did not d isp lay  the 
same alacnty the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat had shown when 
disqualifying Rahul Gandhi 
after his ccnviction and sen­
tencing in the Modi surname 
defamation ease. With Rahul 
G andhi's return, the Con-

T hen  R ahul G andh i had 
started w alking and a s he 
walked so he changed, and 
the Congress changed. The 
rest o f  the Opposition waited 
and the BJP sat up and took 
notice. They hadn't expcctcd 
such a traasformation and it 
worried M odi’s party. BJP. 
Rahul Gandhi was no longer 
the BJP IT Cell’s ‘Pappu*.

And after walking 3750 
km. from K anyakuntari to 
Kashmir, there was no stop­
ping Rahul Gandhi, the man 
w ith the  sa lt and pepper 
beard who bearded ’M odani’
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Why such haste in implementing 
NEP 2020 at the UG level

“ N othing strengthens au th ority  

so  m uch a s  silen ce
—  L eon ard o  d a  V inci

The Shillong Times
\ \  V .Jfs Mill I OM.. V\ t DM MIX'. VI (.1 M ■>. .ViH

PM M odi’s silence on M anipur
N O  conflict in any state o f  this country has 
continued for over three m onths w ith n o  signs  
o f  abating. Manipur lias been on the boil since  
M ay 3, yet the Prime M inister has not spoken  
a word in Parliament or outside it ex cep t to  
condem n the ind ignities m eted out to the tw o  
K uki-Zo w om en, on e o f  w hom  w as gangraped. 
In the past. Prime M inisters have m ade public  
appeals on  telev ision  and other m edia ca lling  
for a halt to the ethnic clashes and an end to  the 
vio lence. Prime M inister M odi has done neither. 
Me actually is know n to  remain silent o n  crucial 
issues that embarrass his Party and Governm ent. 
It has taken the com bined  O pposition  to m ove  
a N o-confidence against the N D A  G overnm ent  
because o f  the Prime M inister’s continued ab­
sen ce  from Parliament and h is unw illingness  
lo face questions. What is a lso  troubling about 
M odi is his com plete disdain for the m edia and  
his intentional avoidance o f  press conferences  
and to  try and m ake up for that by his Mann Ki 
Baat w here he says lie addresses the peop le  o f  
ihc country directly. This is a  b ig hoax because  
the peop le  listening to M ann Ki Baat can hardly  
question the Prime M inister on major issues con ­
fronting the country. Inflation has hit the roof; 
p eop le have been d iscu ssin g  the abnorm ally  
high price o f tom atoes besid es other essential 
com m odities.

There has been a stout d cfcn cc o f  the N D A  
G overnm ent and Prime M inister M odi in par­
ticular by m em bers o f  the BJP in the Lok Sabha. 
Kiren Rijiju former Law M inister w ho had sev ­
eral run-ins with the judiciary during h is tenure 
sh ow ered  unending praises on M odi ca llin g  
him the m osi sen sitive Prime M inister insofar  
as the North East is concerned. H e pointed out 
how  central m inisters have been asked to visit  
the North Eastern states and beyond the state 
capitals to feel the pulse o f  peop le and to  sec  
i f  the pace o f  developm ent and the m inistries  
concerned are having an im pact on the lives  o f  
people. This no doubt is a positive developm ent  
but i f  such  is the Prime M inister's concern for 
his A sh ta  Lakshm i then w h y  the s ile n c e  on  
Manipur? W hy is he not concerned about the 
sca le  o f  displacem ent o f  K uki-Z o p eop le  w ho  
are now  unable to enter Imphal and w h ose  ch il­
dren have had to seek  adm ission  into sch oo ls  
and c o lleg es  o u tsid e  the stale? Isn’t th is the  
worst humanitarian crisis ever? S o  w hy is M odi 
hesitant to  ta<e action on a C h ie f  M inister w ho  
is seen  as overtly supporting extrem ist groups  
that have com m itted indescribable atrocities on  
the K uki-Zo people by first term ing them  as ‘il­
legal im migrants?” These are questions that w ill 
reverberate in the hearts and m inds o f  p eop le  o f  
the North East for a long  time.

By Prof. Laklton Kina

Going long on 
Long Pepper!

By K. X.Kiunar

le t te r s  to  the E ditor

Urgent Reforms 
Needed for 

NEIG RIH M S  
and Civil 
Hospital

Editor.
I am  writing lo  express 

my deep  conccrn reg a rd ­
ing the deteriorating condi­
tions at NE1GRI: IMS (North 
Eastern Indira Gandhi Re­
gional Institute o f  Health 
and Medical Sciences) and 
the Civil llo sp ta l. Recent 
incidents have shed light on 
alarming issues hat demand 
immediate attention from the 
concerned authorities.

It is disheartening to  note 
that a prestigious institution 
like  N EIG RIH M S lacked 
a doctor to attend to  an ac­
c iden t victim  in a recen t 
incident. This highlights a 
grave lapse in the hospital's 
opera tional protocols and 
m o n ito rin g  m cchanism s. 
Patients, in mam' instances, 
are left w aiting o r weeks to 
undergo tests that have been 
prescribed by their doctors. 
T he chaos surrounding the 
issuance o f  OPD tickets only 
exacerbate s  the situation, 
causing unnecessary distress 
to patients.

A glaring concern is the 
unavailability o f senior doc­
tors at the hospital, leaving 
jun io r doctors lo shoulder 
overwhelming tcsponsibili- 
ties. I his imbalance compro­

mises the overall quality o f  
can; provided. It is high time 
that the hospital administra­
tion takes serious measures 
to address these shortcom­
ings and update their rules 
and regulations.

In order to rectify these 
is s u e s .  I s t ro n g ly  u rge  
N EIG RIH M S to consider 
the following reforms:

E xpertise in O PD  Sec­
tion: The hospital should  
prioritize providing expert 
doctors to handle the OPD 
section , ensuring  patients 
receive specialized care right 
from the in itial consu lta ­
tion.

R ecruitm ent o f  E xperi­
enced Doctors: Hiring expe­
rienced and expert doctors is 
crucial to enhance the quality 
o f medical services and pro­
vide patients with the level 
o f  care they deserve.

Timely Testing and Medi­
cation: The hospital must 
streamline its processes to 
en sure  tim ely testing and 
prompt provision o f  medica­
tions. Patients' time should 
not be wasted, and efficient 
healthcare services should be 
a priority.

Ayushman Bharat Prad- 
han Mantri Jan Arogya Yo- 
jana: The hospital should 
ensure that patients receive 
the full benefit o f  Ayushman 
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
A rogya Yojana, ineluding 
adequate medication provi­
sion. without unnecessary fi­
nancial burden on patients.

Similar cnno 'trK  I'vtc-ml
to the Civil Hospital, which

Ihc  ongoing impasse re­
garding the implementation 
o f  the NEP2020 at UG level 
is a very serious matter. As 
a teacher, it pains me to see 
such d isconnects betw een 
the North-Eastern Hill Uni- 
vcrsity -thc  Im p lem enting  
body, the co llcgc tcachers 
and administration-the main 
serving body and the State 
Governm cnt-the regulating 
authority . Perhaps, it is a 
serious lack o f  understand­
ing o f  the spirit o f  NEP2020 
that has led the University 
authority and the State Govt, 
to  shy away from their re ­
sponsibilities for effective 
im plem entation taking all 
stakeholders on board. Let 
me pu t the fo llow ing  e x ­
cerpts taken from the N a­
tional Education Policy 2020 
docum ent, released by the 
Ministry o f Human Resource 
IX*velopmenl (Now Ministry 
o f  Education) Government of 
India, which is the last part o f 
the doc umcnt on page 61 -62 
as the conclusion.

“27. im plem enta tion
27 .1 . A ny p o lic y ’s e f ­

fectiveness depends on its 
im plem entation. Such im ­
plem entation  w ill require  
multiple initiatives and ac­
tions. w hich w ill have  to 
be taken by multiple bodies 
in a  synchronized and sys­
tematic manner. Therefore, 
the implementation o f  this 
Policy will be led by v arious 
bodies inc lud ing  M H RD , 
C A B E . U n io n  a n d  S tate  
G overnm en ts , educa iion - 
rc la tc d  M in is tr ie s . S tate  
Departments o f  Education. 
Boards. NTA, the regu la ­
tory bodies o f  school and 
higher education. NCERT. 
SCERTs. schools, and IIEls 
a lo n g  w ith  tim elines and 
a plan for review, in order 
to ensure that the policy is 
implemented in its spirit and 
intent, through coherence in 
planning and synergy across 
all these bodies involved in 
education. 27.2. Implemen­
tation will be guided by the 
following principles. First, 
implementation o f  the spirit 
and intent o f  the Policy will 
be the most critical matter. 
Second, it is  im portant to 
implement the policy initia­
tives in  a phased manner, 
as cach  po lic y  po in t has 
several steps, each o f  which 
requires the prev ious step 
to be implemented success­
fully. T h ird , prioritization 
will be important in ensuring 
optimal sequencing o f  policy 
po in ts , and  that the most 
critical and urgent actions 
arc taken up first, thereby en­
abling a strong base. Fourth, 
comprehensiveness in imple­
mentation will be key; a s  this 
Policy is interconnected and 
holistic, only a full-fledged 
im plem entation, and not a 
piccemcal one. will ensure 
that the desired objectives 
arc ach ieved . F ifth , sincc 
education  is  a concurren t 
subjcct. it will need careful 
planning, jo in t monitoring.

frequently  refers eases to 
NEIGRIHMS. The dedica­
tion and professionalism o f  
doctors and nurses need to be 
reinforced, and punctuality 
should be strictly enforced.

It is im perative that these 
issues are addressed prompt­
ly to ensure the highest qual­
ity o f  healthcare services for 
the people w ho depend on 
these institutions. I call upon 
the hospital administration 
and relevant authorities to 
take sw ift a c tion , rec tify  
the ex isting shortcom ings, 
and restore public faith in 
these essen tia l healthcare  
institutions.

Yours etc..
Name withheld on request.

Via email

M aking life 
m iserable for 
residents of 
Police Bazar
Editor.
T h is  le tte r is m eant to 

d raw  a tten tion  to  the in ­
convenience  faced by the 
residen ts o f  Policc B azar 
because  o f  haw kers . The 
haw kers have b locked the 
entrance o f  the passage to 
our residence. Anyone who 
has to visit us has to stand 
for minutes requesting them 
to vacate the passage to  the 
house. The customers who 
visit them crow d the doors 
to  o u r  residence . T h is  ir. 
terribly annoying, so  much

and collaborative implemen­
tation betw een the  C entre 
and States. Sixth, timely in­
fusion o f  requisite resources
- human, infrastructural, and 
financial - at the Central and 
State levels will be crucial 
for the satisfactory execution 
o f  the Policy.

Finally, careful analysis 
and review o f the linkages 
betw een  m ultiple para lle l 
implementation steps will be 
ncccssary in order to ensure 
effective dovetailing o f  all 
in itia tives . This will a lso  
include early investment in 
some o f  the specific actions 
(such  as the se tting up o f  
e arly  ch ildhood  c are  and 
e d u ca tio n  in frastruc tu re ) 
that will be im perative to 
ensuring a st'ong base and 
a smooth progression for all 
subsequent programmes and 
actions. 27.3. Subjcct-wise 
i mplemcntat ion committees 
o f  experts  in cooperation  
and consultation wilh other 
relevant M inistries will be 
se t up a t both the Central 
and State lcv:ls to develop 
d e ta iled  im p lem en ta tion  
plans for each aspect o f  this 
Policy in accordance with the 
above principles to achicvc 
the goals o f  the Policy in a 
c lear and p lnscd  manner. 
Yearly joint reviews o f  the 
progress o f  implementation 
o f  the policy, in accordance 
with the targets set for each 
action, will be conducted by 
designated teams constituted 
by M IIR D  a id  the States, 
and reviews will be shared 
with CABE. In the decade 
o f 2030-40. the entire policy 
w ill be  in a> opera tiona l 
mode, following which an ­
other comprehensive review 
will be undertaken.”

I have the following sub­
missions based on the spirit 
o f  the NEP2020 as stated 
above:

1. Have wefulfilledclausc 
27.1?Certainly no t When: is 
the p lanning synergy and 
co h esiv c n cs s a m ong  the 
U niversity  a id  S tate  gov ­
ernm ent and  the  teachers* 
vis-i-v is keeping the inter­
est o f  students to ensure that 
the policy is implemented in 
its spirit and intent? For the 
record, the A<adcmic C oun­
cil o f  University never took 
the decision to implement it 
from 2023.

2 . A t c la u se  2 7 .2 . it 
stressed on implementation 
o f  the sp irit and  inten t o f  
the Policy which is the most 
critical mattcL It is intended 
to implement the policy ini­
tiatives in a phased manner 
with carcfu l p lanning and 
execution  in a system atic  
way. W hat is our priority- 
to implcmcm a half-baked 
policy and make it a piece 
meal and not holistic imple­
mentation against the spirit 
o f  the Policy e ra  full-fledged 
im plem entation to  en sure  
that the desired objectives are

so that tutors and domestic 
h e lp e rs  som etim es d o n 't  
want to wait and go away 
without entering the house. 
Not only this they eat, drink 
tea and spit right in front o f  
the entrance leaving all the 
packets and glasses for us to 
clean when they go away late 
in the evening. W hen asked 
not to dirty iic  entrance or 
to vacate the passage, they 
shout back in th e ir  local 
(Khasi) language trying to 
frighten us using words like 
KSU. dk h a rc tc . They rub 
lime on the walls outside the 
gate, kick the door in anger 
behind us and make fun o f  
us every tiire wc en ter o r 
ex it our own house. T his 
is causing  a lot o f  mental 
stress for us residents every 
single day.

Is this a civilised socicty 
wc are living in? W hy are 
wc depriv ed o f  our right to 
live in a clean and hasslc- 
frce  env ironm en t?  Every 
m orn ing  and even ing  we 
have to argue with the hawk­
ers to  c lear he passage to 
our homes. Naturally this is 
stressful and causcs irrepa­
rable damage to  our mental 
state w hile  disrupting our 
daily routine.

Wc request the conccrncd 
authorities to look into this 
m atter and take the ncccs­
sary  s te p s  to re liev e  ou r 
grievances. Ihcre have to be 
specific rules for hawkers to 
set up their stalls in a way 
that the entrances to  all the 
residences arc kept clcan 
and free for easy movement

achieved? Now the amended 
NEHU Ordinance O C-8 and 
Regulation RC-12 govern­
ing the UG Courses. Course 
Structure and Subject C om ­
binations are in placc which 
was approved by the 110th 
M eeting  o f  the  A cadcm ic 
Council (AC) held on 19th 
M ay and  2nd June  2023 
whose Minutes w as out only 
on the 28th o f  June 2023. 
Thcrc w as so  much haste 
that the M D C courses a p ­
proved  by the AC w hich 
was minuted and cireulatcd 
to members does not match 
with the MIX? courses sent 
to the colleges by the OSD, 
CDC NEHU in the first se­
mester; this is  the result o f 
what w ccall in Khasi 'Bam 
ja khluid'. you are bound to 
bum your mouth. Only the 
syllabus o f  first and second 
semester o f  UG courses has 
been approved by the same 
AC, and the remaining six 
sem ester sy llabus has not 
even been discussed at any 
levcl-rcspectivc  Board o f  
Studies, School Boards and 
the Acadcmic Council. It's 
almost like asking the stu­
dents, teachers and parents 
to play a game without tell­
ing them about all the rules 
governing it-a pcrfcct recipe 
for acadcmic disaster at UG 
level de feating  the whole 
purpose o f  the Policy itself 
and jeopardizing the careers 
o f  our students.

3. Education is a concur­
rent subjcct, so where is the 
State government which is 
supposed to play a vital role 
so that thcrc could be carcful 
planning, jo in t monitoring, 
and collaborative implemen­
ta tion betw een the Centre 
and States as envisaged in 
the P o licy?  Shying away 
and leaving it to NEHU ad ­
ministration only, the State 
G ov ern m e n t is a v o id in g  
its responsib ility  tow ards 
the students and people o f 
the state o f  Meghalaya and 
others.

4. W here is timely infu­
sion o f  requisite  resources
• hum an , in fra s tru c tu ra l, 
and financial • at the Central 
and  State levels w hich is 
crucial for the satisfactory 
execution o f  the Policy. For­
get about tim ely infusion, 
here in M eghalaya, there 
is no tim e given betw een 
understanding the approved 
NEHU Ordinance governing 
it and its implementation, as 
i f  som eone is hell-bent to 
push down the NEP through 
our throat.

5. Lastly, the NF.P2020 is 
intended to achicvc the goals 
o f  the Policy in a d e a r  and 
phased manner with proper 
implementation, monitoring 
and periodic review taking 
a ll stakeho lders  onboard . 
Indeed, there is lime till 2030 
for its implementation across 
the country so why this hurry 
for NEHU to implement in a

o f  the residents.
Yours etc..

Nccsha Jhunjhunwala.
Via email

SM B & PHED  
stop supplying  
m uddy water!

Editor.
T h ere  is  a con tin u o u s 

disgruntled murmur in the 
town against PHED and the 
Shillong Municipality. The 
reason is because they  do 
not supply  c lcan w ater to 
the public. Residents have 
been  g e ttin g  m uddy and 
un treated w ater regularly. 
At times it is sticky and oily. 
This is completely uncalled 
for and it violates the ethics 
o f  governance that the very 
departments entrusted with 
e n su rin g  a c c e s s  to  " safe  
and clcan" water have been 
callously disregarding their 
responsibility.

Do these two departments 
know that the majority o f  
urban population is consider­
ably poor and cannot afford 
water filters, let alone the 
expensive Aqua Guard filter 
machine? Frankly speaking, 
even Aqua Guard machines 
arc unable to  filter the mud­
dy water that runs through 
PHED and Shillong Munici­
pality pipes. The dirty causcs 
the filters to rapidly deterio­
rate. Should the officers in 
the departments not em pa­
thize with the plight o f  the

haphazard manner. Thank­
fully. here everyone seems 
to  b e  in  a g reem en t w ith  
im plem enting it a t the UG 
level, perhaps from the 2024- 
25 session. Betw een now  
and 2024. why not wait for 
a year, fine tunc it: prepare 
the syllabi for the remaining 
sem esters; allow  co lleges 
and the State government to 
understand its im plications 
in to ta lity  fo r subsequent 
e ffec tiv e  im p lem enta tion  
from 2024-25 without any 
exceptions.

It is a  fact that some uni­
versities have implemented 
it and many more arc in the 
process o f  implementing it in 
the coming years and we are 
not the last one left. More­
over. the Policy was always 
intended to be implemented 
in a phased manner across 
the country. Wc have waited 
for alm ost 10 years to  get 
some new faculty in NEHU 
against more than 150 vacant 
positions, can 't w c wait fo ra  
year for smooth and effective 
Implementation o f  NHP2020 
at UG level?

Indeed. I am against those 
faculty w ho arc spreading 
w rong  in fo rm ation  about 
having a lesser number o f  pa­
pers in UG under the cunrcnt 
choice-based credit system 
(C'BCS) com pared to other 
universities to influence the 
h a s ty  im p lem e n ta tio n  o f  
NEP. It is not the num ber 
but the quantum and contcnt 
o f  syllabi that should matter. 
Can such faculty prove that 
our students never got into 
elite  services such as IAS. 
MCS. etc. o r gainful employ­
ment all these years sincc the 
adoption o f  CBC’S till date? 
The problem is such faculty 
w ere members o f  the A ca­
dcmic Council for over a de­
cade but never raised a single 
question on this until now, 
when the C'BCS is almost out 
o f  the curriculum. Perhaps, it 
suits them to raise it now as 
a  proxy to someone.

T he im plem enta tion o f  
NEP2020 in UG level should 
not be a matter o f  ego o r to 
please  som eone but keep ­
ing the best interests o f  the 
students and teachers o f  the 
affiliated colleges in co-opcr- 
ation with the State Ciovt. It 
has to be dealt with sensitiv­
ity and taking the concerns 
o f  everyone in mind. I am 
saying even if  there is one 
collcgc in rem ote areas o f  
G aro  H ills . K hasi-Ja in tia  
Hills and Ri-Bhoi. their con- 
ccm s have to  be addressed 
first. The Acadcmic Council 
is the ultimate authority in 
a ll acadcm ic  m a tte rs, in ­
cluding daic'vcar'scssion o f  
implementation o f  any new 
curriculum, as per the NEHU 
Act. Statutes and Ordinances 
and so  le t's  follow the rules 
in the larger interest o f  the 
University, its students and 
the state o f  Meghalaya as a 
whole.

(T he  au th o r leaches in  
NEHU).

poor people who cannot even 
boil w ater with the steep rise 
in the cost o f  cooking gas? 
Yes. some people w ho can 
"afford" have started buy­
ing 20-litre bottled water for 
drinking purposes. But each 
time they go to buy bottled 
w ater from  vendors, they 
curse PHED and the Shillong 
Municipality.

A lady who sells second 
hand clothes and others like 
her say that thev have to use 
the proccss o f  sedim enta­
tion o f  w ater before using 
it for cooking o r drinking 
purposes sincc  they d o n ’t 
have water filters. W hat is 
a w orry ing  fac to r is tha t 
many h o useho ld s do  not 
have many buckets for sedi­
mentation purposes. Many 
feel that it is a heinous crime 
to supply polluted water to 
the public.

Is it not ironic that in this 
advanced age o f  technology, 
people are forced lo live like 
in the primitive ages? Dear 
SMB and PHED, please note 
an iPhone in one hand and 
a glass o f  polluted water in 
the other do not go together. 
Wake up. pull up your socks, 
and  discharge you r duties 
with sincerity.

Yours etc..
Salil Gcwali.

Shillong

Articles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page arc 
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
au th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f 
The Shillong  Times

In M ay 2019. the State 
G overnm ent m ade a s ig ­
nificant policy changc in the 
agricultural sector by reclas­
sifying ’Wild Black Pepper1 
(P ip e r lor.gum) as  ’Long 
Pepper1 and re-dcsignating 
it. along with Tczpatta (Bay 
L eaf • Lanrus nobilis). as 
the mandated crops o f  the 
A gricu ltu re  D epartm ent. 
T his move e lim inated the 
’minor forest producc’ label, 
allowing tinners to cultivate 
and source these crops from 
defined  non-forest lands. 
Let us explore the reasons 
behind this decision and the 
po ten tia l opportun ities it 
presents.

The previous classifica­
tion o f  Long Pepper as a 
’m inor for:st product* had 
posed challenges. Despite 
farmers cultivating it on their 
own lands (or dccades. it was 
still considered ’Wild Black 
Pepper* under the purview o f  
the forest department, which 
collcctcd royalties, a fleeting 
the competitiveness o f  Me­
ghalaya's producc. The issue 
had been raised by farmer 
bodies nudtiplc tim es, but 
it was not addressed until a 
m eeting was convened by 
the Chief Minister. After un­
derstanding; the legal aspccts, 
it was then decided that both 
Long Pepper and Bay Leaf, 
being cultivated by farmers, 
should no longer be treated 
a s 'm inor forest produce' 
and were transferred to the 
A griculture D epartm ent’s 
jurisdiction. That is part one 
o f  the story. Now that the 
above two plants have been 
dc-clutchcd, the ir cu ltiva­
tion, promotion, branding 
and marketing w ould follow 
as the next steps.

There arc about two thou­
sand spccics o f  genus Piper 
found all over the world, o f  
which fift>-two spccics arc 
found in lidia. One o f  the 
im portan t spccics  o f  this 
genus is Long pepper (Piper 
longuin), a sp ice  crop  o f
high medicinal importance 
both in the traditional and 
modem mcdicinal systems. 
In Ayurvcca mcdicinal sys­
tem . thcrc a rc  about 135 
ayurvcdic formulations with 
L ong Pepper a s a m a jo r 
ingredient. Ihc main parts 
o f  long pepper are the fruits 
and stems (In som e hilly 
parts o f  Y ishakhapatnam  
district o f  Andhra Pradesh, 
long pepper is grown for 
its roots). Long pepper has 
a pungent peppcr-likc taste 
and produces salivation and 
numbness o f the mouth. The 
fruits are used as a spice in 
high-end cuisine as also in 
pickles anJ preserves. The 
roo ts and th icker parts o f  
the stem arc cut and dried 
and  used is  an im portant 
drug (PipUmool o r Pippali) 
in the Ayurvcdic and Unani 
systems. Ihc phytochemis­
try and the pharm acologi­
cal profile o f  Piper longum 
are well known and widely 
researched . L ong pepper 
is  m ost com m on ly  used 
to  treat chronic bronchitis. 
iiMlniia, coiiMitKiiHMi, gon­
o rrhoea . para lysis o f  the 
tongue, diarrhoea, cholcra, 
chronic nularia. viral hepa­
titis, respiratory infections, 
stom ach-a ;he. diseases o f  
the  sp leen , and  tum ours. 
The plant lias been reported 
to improve microbial infec­
tions. cardiac disease, and 
protection against the cftccts 
o f  radiation.

L ong jvppcr is a very 
slender, perennial, and aro­
m atic clim ber that grow s 
well in shaded areas. Long 
Pepper grows very well in 
the southern parts o f  Megha­
laya, in the War area (parts 
o f  Jaintia Hills. Khasi Hills 
and West K hasi H ill d is ­
tricts). Also called Pippali. 
and grown commercially in 
Kerala and parts o f  Bengal, 
it has a good market and is 
highly valued for its thera­
peutic properties. The spikes 
o f  long pepper, which are 
the flowers o f  the plant, arc 
harvested n January while 
they arc still green, tender, 
and pungent. Die spikes are 
then dried in the sun till they 
turn grey. Due to  us high

market demand, this plant is 
widely grown by the farmers 
as an additional crop to  main 
crops like Arcca nut, Cin- 
namomum etc. April-Junc is 
the peak production lime.

India is a global leader 
in the Long Pepper trade. 
Indian share in the global 
export w as 65%  in 2021 
w ith a production o f  about 
4.6 lakh metric tonnes Thcrc 
arc no reliable estimates as 
to how much is the annual 
production o f  Long Pepper 
in M eghalaya. H ow ever, 
som e w h o le sa le rs  report 
that our annual production 
is approximately 150 metric 
tons.

T he C o m m issio n  has 
started encourag ing  com ­
m ercial cultiva tion  in the 
state by m aking available 
excellen t quality  planting 
material to the fanners. Our 
p re lim ina ry  scou ting  re ­
vealed  tha t excep t for a 
variety (a selection from the 
wild) by the name Vishwam, 
developed by the Kerala Ag­
riculture University (KAU) 
no other variety is widely 
know n. So. wc obtained 
about one hundred cuttings 
from K A U. T h rissu r and 
started multiplying at our re­
search farm at Umsning, Be 
that as it may. the Research 
Wing o f  the Directorate o f  
A griculture a lso  has been 
given a target o f  1.2 lakh 
long pepper saplings (local 
variety) to be raised by 12 
id e n tif ie d  farm er-ow ned  
nurseries in four selected 
B locks i.e .., M aw kyrw at. 
Mawsynrani, Pynursla and 
Sheila  B ho lagan j. Even 
granting a small percentage 
o f  mortality I estimate that 
we should be able to make 
at least LOO lakh saplings 
available to the fanners by 
August. 2023. (In addition 
lo the 3200 saplings already 
made available to the fann­
ers last year). That would be 
a significant step  forward. 
O ur target is to  co v cr at 
least one hundred acres this 
year and to keep expanding 
the area under Long Pep­
per till wc reach at least ten 
thousand acres. That is when 
we will start counting in the 
global scenario. It may take 
anything up to a decade for 
that to happen, but the pro­
ccss has been kick-started. 
M uch w ill d e pend  upon 
the farm ers, the technical 
officers, and the continued 
funding support.

The econom ics is very 
favourable to  the farm ers 
bccausc ihc p lant is not a 
very demanding one and is 
highly adapted to  the local 
conditions. W ith the  cu r­
rent prices ranging between 
Rs. 800 to 1200 '- per Kg. 
depending upon the global 
market conditions. A  produc­
tion o f  1000 M.T should give 
at least a 100-crore income 
every year to  the farmers. 
Wc will need to master micro 
propagation m ethods and 
train the farmers, w c have 
to help ihe farm ers in the 
coordination, marketing, and 
pricc stabilization.

In conclusion, ihc trans­
form ation o f  ’W ild Black 
Pepper' into 'Long Pepper1 
marks the dawn o f  a new era 
for agriculture in Meghalaya. 
This transition presents an 
excellent opportunity to le­
verage the inherent potential 
o f  Long Pepper and elevate 
it to  g lo b a l p rom inence . 
M eghalaya can emerge as 
a leading producer and ex­
porter o f  Long Pepper as the 
world bccomcs increasingly 
conscious o f  the need for 
sustainable and nature-based 
spice products. With diligent 
efforts, technical expertise, 
and market demand. Megha­
laya’s Long Pepper could bc­
comc a choice product also 
becauscof its organic nature. 
The journey may take time, 
but the foundation has been 
laid, and the horizon awaits 
its moment o f  splendour. As 
o f  now, globally it is a $ 1.5 
Billion industry. There arc 
no serious com petitors for 
us and wc should continue to 
dominate this narrative. Who 
wants lo spice it up?

(The writer is Chairman. 
M eghalaya F arm ers' (Em- 
powennen!) Commission)
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Religion the common thread 
in the Manipur scenario

“Belter to be called something positive and  
inspirational than something negative. ” 

— D o n n ie  Yen

The Shillong Times
Yol No:I.XVI No. I SIIIM.ON<;.THURSDAY. AUGUST 10.2023

Parliament disruptions uncalled for
OVER the past few  years both houses o f  parlia­
ment the Lck Sabha and Rajya Sabha have seen 
disruptions o f  the kind not w itnessed in the past. 
Gone is the dceorum and decency to listen with 
respect to voices both from the treasury and op­
position benches. S ince 2014, attacks have been 
more personal and sustained, with slogan raising 
inside the house becom ing com m onplace. A s a 
result, important matters affecting the com m on  
people such as price rise that is galloping at a furi­
ous speed remains unaddrcssed. In this monsoon 
session, both the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha have 
been disrupted on account o f  the Prime Minister's 
obstinacy in not attending parliament to discuss 
the Manipur violence that has carried on for over 
three months. Primarily, the question to the Prime 
Minister is why is he evading questions on such 
a grave situation?

A s the head o f  the G overnm ent the Prime 
M inister is answerable to the people. That is  a 
constitutional duty and he is doing no one a favour. 
The entire responsibility for answering questions 
on Manipur cannot be laid at the doorstep o f  the 
Home Minister alone. The Prime Minister is the 
head o f  the Government and answerable to the 
people o f  this country. There is no getting away 
from this! It is bad enough that on the rare occa­
sions that the Prime M inister deigns to g ive  an 
interview to the media he handpicks the media 
persons and channels he has cultivated. This dis­
dain for the media would not have been tolerated 
in the past but now it has becom e the norm bccausc 
large swathes o f  the majority Hindu community 
in this country believe in the slogan. "Hindu Kha- 
trc Mein Main" (Hindus arc in danger) and that 
Prime Minister Modi and the BJP are their only 
saviours. Narratives that arc carefully constructed 
and packagedby tech-savvy social media warriors 
have been able to spread disinformation at great 
speed and to brainwash the large majority that are 
incapable o f  differentiating between disinforma­
tion from correct information.

On W ednesday, when the reinstated MP o f  
Wayanad. Rahul Gandhi spoke he w as bitterly 
critical o f  the BJP Government’s silence on Ma­
nipur and accused it o f  dividing the state. A s an 
Opposition MP, Rahul Gandhi has the right to 
criticise the central governm ent’s inaction on Ma­
nipur. But hisbittcr rival Smriti Irani w ho holds the 
important portfolio o f  Women and Child Welfare 
spat venom  on the Opposition. Irani should have 
been the first to travel to Manipur and visit the 
re lie f cam ps where hundreds o f  men, wom en and 
children are cramped together and som e have even 
delivered babies in these cam ps because hospitals 
are not accessible. This is the basic duty o f  a min­
ister o f  the concerned department and a woman 
at that! Yet her speech in parliament was a round 
o f  whataboutery on West Bengal. Rajasthan ct al. 
Clearly, democracy is in the docks and ordinary 
citizens arc losing out.

By Albert Thyrniang

Harmony of 
religion and faith

By IS aba Bhattacharjee

Rejoinder 
on L. Km a’s 

article
Editor.
In h is  a r t ic le .  "W hy  

such haste in implementing 
N EP2020 at the UG level 
(ST  A uk 9.2023). P rof Kina 
voiecd his strong disagree­
m ents at. "faculty that are 
spreading wrong information 
about havins lesser number 
o f  papers under UG under 
the current Choice Based 
Credit System (CBCS)com­
pared to other universities." 
While respecting Prof Kma's 
right to oppose he imm edi­
ate implementation o f  NEP 
in o u r  co lleges from  this 
session, I place the following 
c larif ica tions to h is com ­
ments in paragraph 12 o f  the 
above article.

In my article in this paper 
Is the  poor quality o f  the 
undergraduate  curriculum  
in M e ghalaya  h in d e rin g  
students ' achievement (ST 
July 3 2023) l \ c  compared 
the numbers o f  papers in UG 
courses in colleges affiliated 
to NEHU to sho.v that while 
w c teach only X honours pa­
pers. colleges in other states 
cover 14 core papers (ex­
cluding discipline electives) 
which is a s per UGC Mini­
m um  C ourse  Curricu lum  
For Undergraduate Courses 
Under CBCS o f  2016. There 
is nothing factually wrong 
in  w hat I 'v e  shared  and  
com pared  and the w riter  
has not placed evidence to 
the contrary, except to say 
that we should not compare 
the "num ber of papers but 
the quantum anil content o f

syllabi that matter*." I leave 
it to our esteemed readers to 
ponder as to  how the NEHU 
UG p ro g ram m e can  s ti ll 
maintain its standard even 
as we arc covering only half 
o f  the m ain/honours papers 
taught com pared to other 
UG programme, and whether 
th is docs not bu t pu t our 
graduates at a disadvantage 
in competitive exams.

Prot. Kma further ques­
tions why the issue o f  follow­
ing the CBCS was not raised 
earlier by "such faculty" in 
the academic council (AC) 
o f  NEHU. I he answer to this 
is that, unfortunately, some 
o f  us becam e m em bers o f  
the AC o f  NEHU only a few 
years back and not for over a 
decade. I lowcvcr. I must ad­
mit that personally, I bccamc 
aw are o f  the disadvantage 
o f  not following the CBCS 
in recent years and I wrote 
about it in the ST in 2022 
in an aniclc Undergraduate 
R efo rm s for M eghalaya , 
w ell before this debate on 
NEP implementation in our 
colleges exploded in recent 
months. I w ish 1 had taken up 
the matter much earlier in the 
interest o f  our students.

T he s ta te m e n t by the 
w riter questioning the logic 
o f  raising the issue o f  imple­
m en ta tion  o f  C B C S now  
when, a s  he pu ts it " ...th e  
CBCS is alm ost out o f  the 
curriculum " is not c lear to 
me. The syllabi o f  both UG 
and PG courscs passed by 
N EHU as pe r N EP 2020  
and  UGC C urricu lum  and 
C redit Fram ew ork for UG 
Program me arc very much 
b ased  on C B C S w ith  the 
added feature o f  flexibility

The Manipur Violence is 
complex. It has many dimen­
sions. The latest talking point 
is the drug angle. Though the 
de ta ils  w ere know n since
2018 , yet the 're v e la tio n ' 
by the  fo rm er A dditional 
Superin tenden t o f  Police , 
Thounaojam Brinda against 
ch ief minister N Biren Singh 
hits prominently brought the 
focus back to the 'narcotic' 
story. In interviews, Brinda 
who had to resign from the 
police  for political apathy 
in  the fight against drugs, 
in fo rm s tha t in 2018  he r 
team raided the house o f  the 
then chairman o f  the Chan* 
d e l A u tonom ous D istric t 
Council. Lhukhosci Zou and 
recovered 4.595 kgs o f  drugs. 
As the BJP. M IX '. Zou was 
the 'r ight hand m an’o f  Chief 
M inister N Bircn Singh who 
sent several em issaries to 
the senior olTiccr. including 
his aides and policc officers, 
to  pressurise the officer to 
re lease  a rrested  accused . 
Standinq lirm  the Narcotics 
and  A ffairs o f  Border Bu­
reau (NAB) boss refused to 
entertain pleas to go soft on 
the politician just bccausc o f 
his proximity to the CM. Zou 
w as subsequently charged, 
tried bu t unfortunately ac­
quitted in 2021. Disillusioned 
B rinda returned  the C h ief 
M inister’s Policc Gallantry 
Award Medal accusing the 
ch ief minister o f  being flip­
pant in eliminating the drug 
m cnacc. N ow  the Imphal 
based activist has labelled 
the most damaging charges 
a gainst the c h ie f  m inister 
saying. 'H e  is  not fighting 
(against drugs). He is part 
o f  th e  d ru g  ca r te l . He is 
protecting them. He is their 
Patron."

So, now  it can be read that 
the M anipur "ethnic c lash ' 
is at the behest o f  the drug 
mafia. The 'K uki p lanters' 
a re only soft targets. The drug 
lords might have instigated 
m obs to  attack  rival com ­
munities so that the so-called 
'W ar against Drug' docs not 
c a tc h  up w ith  them . T he 
v io lence  m ight have been 
o rch e s tra te d  by pow erful 
drug traders and dealers to  
divcn attention away from 
them. Hie focus would be on 
the deaths, the destruction, 
exodus o f  communities, the 
cam ps, the security forces, 
the po litica l m udsling ing  
w hile they cscape the law. 
M ost drug kingpins arc in 
Im phal and  they inc lude  
politicians, bureaucrats and 
the policc.

The same holds true o f  
the  K uki m ilitan ts . T hey  
c ou ld  have  p rom pted  the 
general populace against the 
M citci com m unity  so  that 
they continue to en joy  the 
profits o f  drug trade. They 
could  be  actively involved 
in  sm uggling poppy seeds

and innovation.
H ow ever, the m ost d is­

turbing sentence in the write­
up o f  my respected friend and 
colleague is when he alludes 
that the call by some faculty 
for the implementation o f  the 
new curriculum structure at 
the UG level is being done as 
a "proxy to someone". To this 
malicious accusation. I say: 
Let us not cast aspersions on 
others but strive to improve 
o u r  a rgum en ts  (w ith  due  
apologies to  the venerated 
D esm ond TuTu w ho said: 
Don’t raise your voice, im ­
prove your argument). With 
malice toward none!

Yours etc., 
Sumarbin Umdor.

Via email

The 
Unqualified  

Bunch
liditor.
A fter so many revelations 

from prim ary stakeholders 
and concerned and  careful 
c itiz en s , e sp ec ia l ly  those  
with first hand infonnation 
about the ins and outs o f  the 
NEHU Academic Council, at 
least in relation to the present 
scenario, it is quite clear that 
two things arc evident: that 
the actions ofthcN EH U  Vice 
Chancellor are indeed shame* 
ful and outrightly despotic: 
and that the implementation 
o f  the NEP. at least in Megha­
laya. under NEHU, will end 
up with unqualified teachers 
and instructors.

In this market oriented and 
commerciali>-od world almost 
everything is up for sale, the

to M yanmar and elsew here 
and trafficking drugs back 
to Imphal and the rest o f  the 
country through Moreh and 
Churachandpir district. They 
do not what the government 
and  the policc to  go  after 
them  and  hcncc w ent for 
violence.

T his c m ca l drug angle 
has to be investigated thor­
o ugh ly  to  understand  the 
M anipur unrest, considered 
even worse than the Gujarat 
and K andham al pogrom s. 
T he ch ief minister himscl f  is 
under the scanner. Powerful 
and influential politicians in 
Delhi could ako  be involved 
in the drug  business. The 
topm ost pol tical le ad e rs  
could also be aware o f  this. Is 
this the reason why the vio­
lence in Man pur continues 
unabated?

Just as the drug angle is 
critical, the religious dimen­
sion  must also be grasped 
because the v olcncc in Ma­
nipur follows the pattern o f  
the rest o f  Indh. It is said that 
the Manipur violence is inter­
twined with religion. Imphal 
Archbishop. Dominic Lumon 
o p ines that e lem ents took 
advantage o f  the ethnic clash 
to target churches and church 
properties. The fact that 249 
churches were burned down 
within 36 hours o f  the clash 
m eant that tic  destruction 
w as pre-planned. So. anti- 
Christian groups have done it. 
But the Mumbai Archbishop. 
O swald Graci»s is convinced 
that “ Manipurviolence is not 
a Ilindu-Christian conflict 
but it is a tribal conflict.”  The 
RSS Ins used his statement to 
deny any rcligous dimension 
in the three-month long vio­
lence and given themselves 
a clean chit o f any involve­
ment.

It is acknow ledged that 
the RSS has done a lot o f  
work in Imphal. The Sangh 
m ay be  linked to  rad ical 
and revival groups like the 
Mcitci Lccpun and Arambai 
Tenggol. the main accused 
in the prolonged violence. 
Docs that w ort contain build­
ing up o f  ant-Christian sen­
tim en ts?  D oes tha t w ork 
include instilling majoritar- 
ian suprem acy am ong the 
M citcis? T he R SS’s ideol­
ogy is the supremacy o f  the 
m ajority Hindu racc'culture. 
T herefore, the Imphal valley 
might have been a hotbed o f  
this anti-Christian/minority 
laboratory.

C hristian  groups might 
h a v e  a lso  been a t fau lt , 
though minutely. In April, a 
month before the start o f  the 
nightmare, a pastor allegedly 
made a highly blasphemous 
and offensive remark against 
the Mcitci indigenous faith in 
Imphal. T hotgh the pastor

key w ords here being "almost 
everything". There arc a few 
th ings that should rem ain 
o f f  the sh e lf  s incc  one o f  
their most essential nature o f  
such exceptions is that they 
arc unpurehasable. Without 
coming out with a long list. I 
would like to point out here 
only a  few o f  such things that 
pertain to the issue at hand. 
M oral Integrity is the first 
value to be considered. When 
soc ie ty  fa ils  to  recognise  
wrongs comm ttcd. it loses its 
bearings: not necessarily at 
one go but with sure install­
ments. for thcslopc o f  moral 
comprom ise s a steep and 
slippery one. Sym pathising 
with the VC‘ and his excesses 
is a sure and steady "YES” to 
a moral comprom ise! Sec­
ondly . p rofessional in teg ­
rity is the second value to be 
considered. The article o f  a 
very outspoken and promi­
nent. and even brave NEHU 
professor. Professor Kma. 
published in your newspaper 
have highlighted and brought 
to  the public dom ain facts 
that would equip the reader 
w ith enough  in form ation , 
w hich if  honestly and sin­
cerely considered would en­
able the reader to take a firm 
moral stance tor the sake o f  
professional ethics.

From these fine revela­
tions and from statem ents 
issued by the MCTA it can be 
seen that th e n  was TOTAL 
DISREGARDfor institutions 
and procedures which have 
been put in place for the pur­
pose o f  ensuring that w c here 
d o  things methodologically 
and  in a c iv lise d . orderly  
manner: upholding the rule 
o f  law carrying out duties

later apologised the damage 
w as done. T here  a rc  a lso  
allegations that Christians in­
dulged in conversions. There 
are reports claim ing that the 
population o f  the Mcitci Hin­
dus and traditional Sanamahi 
religion is declining while 
that o f  the Christians is rising. 
Though this is contrary to the 
2011 ccnsus, Christians must 
be sensitive to  the concern. 
P ub lic  rad ica l s ta te m en ts  
like. "Christ is the only Sav­
iour" do not facilitate com ­
m unal harm ony. Increase  
in number is not absolutely 
necessary. Caring for those 
w ho arc already Christians 
is recom m ended. Living a 
life based on the values o f  
Christ is even more impor­
tant. Elsewhere in the coun­
try Christian organisations 
invite trouble  by  ignoring 
the law. In Madhya Pradesh, 
for exam ple, a church w as 
built without permission. An 
opportunity was handed to 
goons to vandalise it.

These days wc arc seeing 
church rallies against M a­
nipur. The other day it was 
in Shillong. O ne is amused 
to hear prelates and pastors 
thanking G od for choosing 
th e  very  leade rs  w ho are  
p residing in  the country at 
th is  troub led  tim e. Som e 
specifically named the Prime 
M inister and the C hief Minis­
ter o f  Manipur. Political lead­
e rs a rc  not chosen by God. 
T hey are elected by voters. 
Humans can make mistakes. 
Church leaders should have 
a sked people whether they 
have made a mistake in elect­
ing these leaders. If  so. they 
should conrect their mistakes 
next time.

The Haryana communal 
violcncc began bccausc the 
B a jran g  Dal a n d  V ishw a 
H indu Pari shad took out a 
procession through Edward 
Chowk. a Muslim dominated 
locality to Shiva temple in 
N uh . a s  pa rt o f  the  'B rij 
M andal Jalabhishck Yatra.' 
M archers raised provocative 
slogans. They earned lethal 
a m is like sw ords. Prior to 
the violence, the Bajrang Dal 
cow vigilante. M onu Manc- 
sar, an accused in the murder 
o f  two Muslim men provoked 
by insisting on social media 
tha t h e  h im se lf  w ould be 
part o f  the procession. This 
angered local Muslims who 
dared him to appear in Nuh. 
T he p o lic c . on th e ir  part 
failed to anticipate the vio­
lcncc which has now spread 
to  o the r parts o f  the  state 
taking aw ay six lives  and 
injuring over 200 people and 
incurring huge loss o f  public 
and private property.

T he attack on  Mahadcv 
Khola Dham in Shillong may 
have no com m unal colour.

in a civilised society and by 
civilised individuals. Consid­
eration for the downtrodden 
is another value that should 
nev er find a  place on the 
shelves. T he indifferent and 
callous nature o f  the V C has 
aflcctcd students, especially 
those from the less privileged 
sections. During admissions 
m any people strugg led  to 
pay the fees, and that too in 
colleges with fee structures 
tha t w ou ldn 't even  pinch 
the middle class families o f  
Shillong, and this w as before 
any notification from NEHU 
regarding the implementation 
o f  NEP. What will happen to 
those families and students 
when the additional fees to 
service the additional papers 
be  req u ire d ?  T hey  ne v er 
planned for this outrageous 
surprise! If  the interests o f  
those at the margins o f  soci­
ety arc not taken into consid­
eration, what does that say o f  
our society? And w hat docs 
that even say about teachers 
who are complai ning against 
their own Association?

The last unpurchasablc  
item, at least in ourdiscussion 
here, is intellectual integrity. 
Intellectual integrity has al­
w ays walked hand in hand 
with all the aforementioned 
item s on our shortlis t. An 
intellectual is not a technician 
or a technocrat! With no in­
tention to offend technicians 
who have their ow n roles to 
play. I would like to remind 
here that an intellectual is 
not a Yes-man who is given 
a list o f  things to  be done 
and goes about doing them 
as per instructions from the 
higher ranks o f  the machin­
ery! Without independent and

It may have no connection 
with the volatile situation in 
Manipur. The July 24 incident 
might have been an attack 
on a shopkeeper over trivia. 
It could be defined as loot­
ing o f  phones and money by 
miscreants but the very fact 
that it took place in a temple 
premise w here devotees were 
also attacked is bound to cre­
ate religious ripples. Whether 
wc like it o r not. a tinge o f  
religious element is at work.

The Legal Rights O bser­
vatory (LRO ) attem pted to 
amplify and worsen the re­
grettable incident. The Twit­
ter handlers o f  the LRO who 
are supposedly affiliated to 
the RSS made inflammatory, 
premature and highly com ­
munal statements, one being. 
"Khasi Student Union-KSU 
g o o n s  a tta c k e d  M ahadcv  
Khola m andir... Wc see them 
assau ltin g  p rie s ts , w om en 
d evotees inc lud ing  fam ily 
o f  priests. Will Prcsb (Pres­
byterian) C hurch stop hate 
mongcringT* The LRO also 
alleges tlvtt the churchcs train 
the KSU. It is right that the 
policc arc on the look-out for 
LRO ‘members.’

We can  c lea rly  s e c  the 
religious thread in the above- 
mentioned eases o f  violence. 
W hy docs religion have to 
be at the centre o f  violence? 
Plurality o f  religions is a real­
ity in the world. The inherent 
principle o f  religion is conver­
sion. Hindu. Christian, Islam, 
Buddhist, Jain missionaries, 
etc.. have converted, arc con­
verting and will convert oth­
ers to  their respective faiths. 
In M anipur there is a strong 
sentiment that Hinduism was 
imposed on the Mcitcis. Most 
o f  us have changed our re­
ligions. Even adherents o f  
Hinduism have evolved from 
a pre-Hindu entity. Something 
e lse ex isted  before H indu­
ism . H indu fundam entalist 
groups have a grudge against 
M uslim s and Christians for 
c o n v ers io n . T h e  H aryana 
vio lence  is  blam ed on the 
Moo M uslims, converts from 
Ja ts , M cenas. Rajputs and 
Ahirs, That is part o f  history. 
Buddhists. Jains. Sikhs and 
o the rs  too have  com e  out 
o f  Hinduism. In India ‘ghar 
w apsi’ is on.

In  th e  U S  a nd  E urope  
many Christians arc embrac­
ing H induism. Many flock to 
Ashrams to  alter their faiths. 
If  H indus feel threatened by 
conversion they must exam­
ine the reasons. Is it the caste 
system in H induism  that is 
responsible? Is it not true that 
those who have opted away 
from Hinduism arc better oft. 
socially at least?

The Tura violcncc has no 
religious tinge but an abun­
dance o f  politics. For want 
o f  spacc it is not considered 
here. I lope it remains relevant 
until the next opportunity.

critical thinking where would 
society be: and it is a truth that 
Gandhi himself was a  staunch 
critique o f  blind and mechani­
cal obedience. It is for this 
highly moral and noble role 
that teachers play that fascist 
regimes, especially the nazis, 
m ade professors, and also 
journalists, the first targets 
to be taken out o f  the way 
o r won over, so as to make it 
more convenient for them to 
take over Germany.

Blind ly  and  obed ien tly  
following orders would mean 
that there would be no op ­
position to the VC's diktats, 
and the VC would have his 
way. There would be no in- 
c o n v en ic n cc s  a nd  in su lts  
hurled at teachers who are 
standing with their Associa­
tion. the MCTA; and it should 
a lso  mean that chapters on 
Ju s tice . L ibe rty . E quality  
and D em ocracy should be 
struck out o f  the syllabus, but 
most important it would also 
mean that students will be  left 
with unqualified teachers to 
teach and scrvicc the differ­
ent courses o f  the NEP. True, 
teachers would have their M A 
and NET Certificates. PhDs 
and their long list o f  publica­
tions. but with regards to un­
purchasablc values, they will 
Live none, rendering them tlx* 
most unqualified bunch!

Yours ctc..
O badiah Lamshwa 

La marc. 
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number oI the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

The concern and question 
today in tl:e country is cen­
tred on the identity o f  force 
o r forces, responsible for the 
emerging irend o f  religious 
u n res t , w hether s im m e r­
ing o r underlying in nature, 
spreading to a pattern. The 
apprchenson  in the minds 
o f  people is whether creating 
an ambience o f  disharmony 
has its epi-centre within or 
outside the country. There is a 
lack o f  clarity and answers to 
such and many more sim ilar 
questions. It is tim e to  be 
on guard and counter such 
disruptive forces in unison, 
particularly in the states o f  
north east.

A s far as M eghalaya is 
concerned it has a vibrant 
tradition o f  innate bond and 
harm ony un o n g  d ifferen t 
religions in d  faiths, which 
dates back much before a t­
taining statehood. The unique 
feature has withstood the test 
o f  tim e ami continues even 
today, without any erosion 
in the core va lues w hich 
cemented t u s understanding. 
Since childhood, w e have 
w itnessed the am bience o f 
i nclusivcness. bomc out o f  
genuine reverence for each 
o ther's religion and faith. It 
is imperative to sustain this 
d is tinc tive  charac ter w ith 
sincere effort and contribu­
tion by each and every Me- 
ghalayan.

Over the decades, wc hav e 
seen the  c onso lida tion  o f  
this distinctive culture and 
trad ition . T he observance  
o f  Christmas in Ramkrishna 
Mission has been a memo­
rable even! sincc my child­

hood . S im ilarly , harm ony 
visit o f  Puj> pandals by lead­
ers and faithful o f  different 
religious groups is a credible 
gesture. Equally inspiring is 
the attendance by individu­
als o f  diverse faiths during 
Guru Nanak Jayanti, Ram/an 
and Id celebrations. Buddha 
Jayanti observance. Unitarian 
Day commemoration, festiv­
ity o f  Shad Suk Mynsicm or 
Bchdicnkhlam o f  Seng Khasi 
Kmie and Seinraj respective­
ly. These arc few examples o f  
our legacy, which has been 
assiduously cu ltiva ted  for 
decades. The CPC. M egha­
laya 's all icligion-all faiths 
get together o f  harm ony, 
where leaders from different 
religions and faiths congre­
gate. to usicr in the festival 
se aso n , to p re-C h ris tm as 
harmony meet in the differ­
ent Churches including carol 
service andsinging in chorus; 
all combinc a s  an orchestra to 
bear ample testimony to our 
commitment o f  oneness and 
sorority.

The Mcghalayan legacy o f  
religious hirm ony and com ­
ing together spontaneously 
for a cause was reflected in 
few o f  us belonging to  dif­
ferent faiths deciding to work 
together during COV1D 19 
pandemic with formation o f  
Shillong All Faiths Forum 
(SA FF). The ex istence  o f  
various avenues o f  commu­
nication maintained among 
the different religious orders 
during normal times, facili­
tated and ciablcd us to come 
together ard  work as a team 
during oik* of the severe crisis 
faced by Immunity, wherein 
o u r  sta te  w as e qually  a f ­
fected. All such and similar 
ideas and  in itiatives could 
be translated into reality due 
to coopcra ion o f  the major­
ity rcligiots and faith based 
institutions in the Slate.

It is thus unfortunate that

many others in the country 
could not emulate our ex­
ample to strengthen religious 
concord in their respective 
States. It w as only in early 
A ugust, after alm ost three 
months o f  unrest, that a  simi - 
lar congregation o f  diverse 
religion and faith w as orga­
nized at the initiative o f  Raj 
Bhawan there. Cultivating 
such interactions on a regu­
lar basis becomes a reposi­
tory o f  humanitarian good 
will and security for the fu­
ture. Moreover, majority o f  
the national media has been 
deficient and economical in 
reporting the positive initia­
tives in a proper perspective, 
while highlighting mostly 
the negatives and showing 
the State, at times, in poor 
light without any knowledge 
o f  g round  rea lities. Most 
mainland media still harbor 
the notion that Meghalaya 
w ith  o the r NE States arc 
prim arily  a conflict zone, 
without making an effort to 
study and understand the all 
round p luralistic  structure 
and dynamics o f  the region.

The M anipur saga is one 
o f  heartbreak and  intense 
anguish, which is rare, ir­
respective o f  the  potency 
o f  p rovoca tion  from one 
section o r the other. Human 
actions and reactions there 
have been burdened  w ith 
intense hostility and hatred, 
dem ea n in g  b asic  hum an 
instincts and values a t times. 
While w cpray and hope that 
sanity and peace return soon 
in the strife tom sister State, 
it is a lso true that i f  lines o f  
honest communication b e ­

tween communities and dif­
ferent religious groups were 
open during  peace tim es, 
the scope for reconciliation 
could have probably been 
much higher.

It is also im perative that 
all o f  us in Meghalaya have 
to be extra careful and vigi­
lant about external forces, 
which may be out to desta­
bilize the prevailing general 
pcacc and calm in our State. 
We believe that such forces 
have no home, base o r stake 
in our State except to  causc 
disruptions and create so­
cial stri fe. These fissiparous 
forces follow the concept o f  
"hit and run" and create fis­
sures along socio-religious 
lines. It is important not to 
be influenced or fall in the 
trap o f  provocation by such 
divisive forces, with origins 
from within o r outside the 
country.

The religion o f  hum an­
ity  is sub lim e a nd  needs 
to be honed and cultivated 
among all. more so, during 
peace times. Hie religious 
and faith-based institutions 
will also have to articulate 
their views on all emerging 
issues a ffec ting  the  com ­
mon c itizens, concern ing  
drug abuse and corruption; 
unemployment and growing 
poverty; environm ent deg­
radation and social discord; 
livelihood to welfare o f  the 
general people; political pro­
priety and good governance; 
quality education and health 
care e t al with conviction, to 
reach all comers o f  our State. 
The trust and confidence o f  
com m on people in a reli­
gious institution is immense. 
The voice o f  such institu­
tions reaches the furthest 
and hcncc the message o f  
cultivating love, peace and
unity annvng all s«vlinns has
to be loud and clear.

“ The observance o f  Christmas in 
Ramkrishna M ission has been a 

memorable event since m y childhood. 
Similarly, harmony visit o f  Puja 

pandals by leaders and fa ith fu l o f  
different religious groups is a credible 

gesture. Equally inspiring is the 
attendance by individuals o f  diverse 
fa iths during Guru Nanak Jayanti, 

Ramzan and Id  celebrations, Buddha 
Jayunti observance, Unitarian Day 

commemoration, festivity o f  Shad  Suk  
Mynsiem or Behdienkhlam o f  Seng  

Khasi Kmie and Seinraj respectively. ”



T H E  SH IL L O N G  T IM E S, SH IL L O N G , FRIDAY, A U G U S T  11 ,2023 (SIX )

’* Choose rather to he strong o f  soul 
t/kin strong o f  body.99

—  Pythagoras

The Sh illong Times
Vol Xo:l,XV No.2 Sllll.l.ONG. FRIDAY. AfCtST II. JttJ

W omen in D orbar Shnong
IT is  encouraging to note that at lon g  last the 

L ym pung Ki Seng K ynthei headed by so m e o f  

the m ost em pow ered w om en  o f  M eghalaya  has 

m ade public their dem and for representation in 

the ex ecu tiv e  com m ittee o f  the Dorbar Shnong. 

T his has been  a long-stand ing  top ic  o f  debate in 

m atrilineal M eghalaya. It is a lso  a contentious 

topic because v isitors from  other states o f  this 

country and foreign scholars w h o  v is it M egha­

laya have never ceased  to  w onder w h y  there are 

so  few  w om en  leg islators in the state assem b ly

-  not m ore than five  at any point o f  tim e. It is 

o n ly  w hen  they are told  that w om en  are not 

a llow ed  by ‘tradition' to  stand for o ff ice  at the 

low est rung o f  the p olitica l system  -  the grass­

roots institution -  the Dorbar S hnong, that they  

understand w hy a im ing for a p lace in the le g is ­

lature is a  huge cha llen ge . W om en are already  

m ade to feel they are jo stlin g  for space w ith  m en  

w hen  they  seek election  to the Dorbar Shnong. 

S om e w om en  have even  argued publicly that the 

Dorbar Shnong is the last m ale bastion and since  

K hasi w om en already enjoy  the right o f  lineage  

through their clan then p o litics  should  be left to  

the m en. Is it any w onder then that M eghalaya  

fares very poorly in w om en  and ch ild  health  

and nutrition <nd w h y  the total fertility  ratio is  

so  high; and w hy anem ia  is c la im in g  the lives  

o f  you n g  m others during childbirth? It takes a 

w om an to  understand the plight o f  other w om en . 

T he present Health M inister a w om an -  has 

been able to look at maternal and child  health  

m ore c lo se ly  because sh e k n ow s w hat sh e is  

talking about.

That the advisor o f  the Lym pung Ki S en g  

K ynthei. a former principal o f  a c o lle g e  and a 

p rogressive wom an should  stop short o f  c la im ­

ing  the right c f  w om en  to con test for the post 

o f  Rangbah Shnong and to  be contented  only  

w ith  w om en  being ex ecu tiv e  m em bers o f  the 

Dorbar Shnong is like taking one step  forward 

and tw o  steps backw ards. W hat is w rong i f  

capab le w om en  hold  the o ffice  o f  the Rangbah  

S h n on g?  W hen w ill w om en  c o m e  in to  their  

ow n ?  W hat sort o f  exam p le is b eing  g iven  to  

you n g , progressive, am bitious w om en  w h o  are 

capable o f  providing go o d  govern an ce  w hen  

a lead ing  w om en's organisation  says that it is 

u n w illin g  to disp lace m en as R angbah Shnong?  

W here is the m uch-talked about gender equity?  

S h ou ld  gender equ ity  not m ean that w om en  

and m en  com pete on  an equal foo tin g  and a l­

low  the pub lic  to  d ec id e  w hether they prefer to  

elect a  m an to a w om an? A beginn ing  has to  be  

m ade som ew here. W om en have to  com c out o f  

the shadow s and stop p lay in g  secon d  fiddle to  

m en. T his is  the 21st century. I f  K hasi so c ie ty  

does not change its captive m indset now . then  

w hen  is  a good tim e? A  debate on  this matter is  
urgently called  for!

Personal Laws and the 
Judiciary -  A brief history

T he Suprem e C ourt o f  
India has alw ays exercised 
restra in t w hen it com es to 
relig ious personal law s. It 
has never inva lida ted  any 
personal law  on c o n s titu ­
tional g rounds a s personal 
law s a re  p ro tec te d  under 
A rticle 25 o f  the Constitu­
tion. the Right to Freedom 
o f  Religion. H ow ever, the 
way that the  Jud ic iary  has 
dealt w ith  pe rsona l law s, 
has evolved throughout the 
years, although  it has also 
m aintained its consistency 
o f  p ro tec tin g  A rt ic ic  25. 
W hile Article 25 protects the 
freedom o f  religion. Article 
13(1) says that a ll laws in 
force in the territory o f  India 
before the commencement o f  
die Constitution shall be null 
and void if. and to  the extent 
tha t, they are  inconsisten t 
with any o f  the  Fundamen­
tal R ights and Article 13(2) 
says that the State shall not 
m ake any  law  w hich con ­
travenes any  o f  the Funda­
mental Rights, and any law 
will be null and void to the 
extent o f  that contravention. 
So. besides upholding Articic
25. the question before the 
Jud ic iary  has alw ays been 
w hether religious personal 
law s q u a lify  a s  " la w s  in 
force" or “ law " in  A rticle 
13. which can be invalidated 
if  they contradict any o f  the 
Fundamental Rights.

T he 1956 jud g m e n t o f  
the Bom bay High Court in 
"State o f  Bom bay vs Narasu 
Appa M ali" is the precedent 
when it com es to case laws 
regarding religious personal 
laws. T he case  is w ith re­
gards to the Hindu Bigamous 
M arriage A ct, 1946 which 
prohibits Hindu men o f  hav­
ing more than one wife. The 
petitioner stated that the law 
is unconstitutional a s on  die 
other hand. Muslim men may 
have upto four wives. I PC 
section 494 which prohibits 
polygam y is exem pted  for 
M uslim s. Ju s tic e  C hag la  
observed that w hile the re­
lig ious Personal L aw s re ­
ferred to original Scriptures 
& T exts, the  ‘c u sto m s’ in 
A itivlc 13(3Xa) w cic  iiivmc 
specific to  the  practiccs that 
w ere  d e v ia tio n s  o r  v a r i­
ants from the Scriptures & 
Texts. T hus Personal Laws 
in India w ere not the same 
a s  “c u s to m s & u sage"  in 
A rticle  13. Ju stice  Chagla 
argued that the intention o f  
the Constituent Assembly to 
exclude Personal Law s from 
Article 13 is c lear from other 
provisions such as  A rticles 
17. 25(1). 25(2Xb), 26,372 . 
T hese  p rov isions a lready  
lim it som e aspects o f  reli­
gious personal laws such as 
abolition o f  Untouchability 
in A n ic lc  17. qualification 
o f  the  Right to Religion by 
public order, m orality  and 
health in A rticles 25( 1) and
26. allow ing the State to  pass 
laws reform ing Hindu reli­
gious institutions in Articic 
25(2)(b). Such  p rov isions 
would be redundant i f  Articic
13 automatically invalidates 
personal law s. M oreover, 
i f  " law s in  force"  include 
Personal Laws, then Articic 
372(1) (2) would mean the 
President is  em pow ered to 
am end o r  repeal Personal 
Laws, which cannot be the 
intention o f  the Constituent 
Assembly.

By Kitdor H. Blah

Justice  G ajcndragadkar 
opined that “ laws in force" 
under A rticic 13 have not 
be en  used  in the  general 
sense but specifically refers 
to  s ta tu to ry  la w s, w hich  
have  been  passed  by  the  
Legislature or other com pe­
tent authority, and  U N TIL 
the  Personal Law s satisfy  
this tcsl. they could not be 
included in definition o f ‘law  
in force.”

In “ K rish n a  S in g h  vs 
Mathura Ahir." 1980. the Su ­
preme C ourt overturned the 
ruling o f  the Allahabad HC 
which had invalidated Hindu 
custom whereby a Sudra can­
not become a Sanyasi, saying 
that the custom has ceased to 
be valid because o f  the fun­
dam ental r ig h s  guaranteed 
under Part III o f  the Indian 
Constitution. T he Supreme 
Court how eve, in overruling 
ihc Allahabad HC. stated that 
the learned Judge failed to 
appreciate tha: Pan III o f  the 
Constitution does not touch 
upon the personal law s o f  
the parties, and that the law 
as derived from recognised 
and  au th o rita tiv e  sources 
o f  Hindu law should be en­
fo rced  except w here  such  
law  is altered by any usage 
o r  custom  o r  is modified o r 
a b ro g a ted  by sta tu te . So , 
while refusing to invalidate 
pe rso n a l law s, th e  C ourt 
nevertheless rccognizcd that 
only the Legislature can ab­
rogate any personal law. just 
as Justice  G ijcndragadkar 
opined above.

T he 1985 jud g m e n t in 
"Shah Bano Begum vs Mohd 
A hm ed  K han" p rese n te d  
a su b tle  evo lu tio n  in the 
C ourt's ruling with regards 
to personal lavs. W hile M us­
lim  law says that alim ony is 
to  be paid to the w ife after 
divorce within the Iddat pe­
riod. which is roughly three 
months, the Court ruled in 
favour o f  Shak Bano Begum 
for right to a im ony as per 
Section 125 o f CrPC. which 
is not exem pted fo r M us­
lim s, unlike he polygam y 
law  under seel ion 494 o f  die 
I PC. W hile  the C ourt did 
not invalidate the M uslim  
personal law o f  Iddat. yet 
the Court enforced the pay­
ment o falim ony bccausc the 
consistent view o f  the Court 
has been that cnly a statutory 
law  can abrogate a personal 
law. In th is  case , sec tion  
125 o f  the CrPC overruled 
the  personal law  o f  Iddat. 
H ow ever, the governm ent 
o f  the day moved to protect 
the M uslim personal law o f  
Iddat by enacting the Muslim 
Women (Protection o f  Rights 
on Divorce) A ;i. 1986 which 
allow ed for “ reasonable and 
fa ir  p rov is ion  and  m a in ­
tenance"  during  th e  iddat 
period, thus overturning the 
C o u r t 's  ru ling  fo r  m a in ­
tenance  beyond th e  Iddat 
period. H ere, the Court had 
overruled the personal law o f  
Iddat by the slatutory law o f  
the CrPC. but ihc Legislature 
passed another statutory law 
which protected the personal 
law. Again, the consistency 
he re  is that only statutory 
laws can abrogate o r modify 
personal laws, not the Ju ­
diciary.

In "M aharsh i Avadhesh

vs U nion o f  India." 1994. 
the petitioner's prayer w as to 
declare the Muslim Women 
(P ro te c tio n  o f  R ig h ts  on  
Divorce) Act. 1986 as void 
being arbitrary and discrim i­
natory a nd  in v iolation o f  
Articles 14 and 15 o f  Fun­
damental Rights and Articles 
44. 38. 39 and 39-A o f  the 
Constitution o f  India and also 
not to  enact the M uslim Per­
sonal Law (Shariat) Applica­
tion Act. 1937 in respect o f  
those personal law s which 
adversely affect the dignity 
and right o f  Muslim Women. 
The Court held that these arc 
all matters for the Legislature 
and the C ourt cannot legis­
late in these matters.

In "Danial Latili vs Union 
o f  India." 2001. the Court 
overru led  the M uslim  per­
sonal law o f  Iddat by appeal­
ing to  the M uslim  W omen 
(P ro te c tio n  o f  R igh ts  on 
D ivorce) Act, 1986. Danial 
Latifi. the counsel o f  Shah 
Bano B egum  Filed a W rit 
Petition in Suprem e Court 
c h a lle n g in g  th e  c o n s titu ­
tional validity o f  the M uslim 
Women (Protection o f  Rights 
on  D ivorce) A ct. 1986 on 
the grounds that the A ct is in 
derogation o f  certain provi­
sions o f  the  C onstitu tion , 
such as Articles 21. 14. 15. 
in cases where the wi fc is un­
able to maintain herself after 
d ivorce . T h e  C onstitu tion  
Bench o f  the Supreme Court 
u p he ld  th e  v ie w  that the  
w ording o f  Section 3( 1 )(a) 
w as interpreted to mean that 
the husband must pay main­
tenance to the wife beyond 
the Iddat period in  the case 
o f  the wife’s  destitution, thus 
making reasonable and fair 
provision and maintenance. 
Thus, w hile the C ourt can­
not invalidate personal laws 
because  o f  A rticle  25. but 
because Iddat has been codi­
fied by the M uslim Women 
(P ro te c tio n  o f  R igh ts  on 
D ivorce) Act, 1986, and this 
Act is a slatutory law. which 
qualifies as a law in Article 
I 3(3)(j ). therefore the Couri 
could overturn the custom  o f  
Iddat by appealing to section 
3( 1 Xa) o f  the Act which pro­
vided for reasonable and fair 
provision and maintenance. 
This broad and progressive 
interpretation o f  section 3( I ) 
(a) o f  the Act saved it from 
being invalidated by Articic 
13(2). and upheld the rights 
o f  divorced M uslim w omen 
to  fa ir  m a in te n an c e , and  
the  C ourt m a in ta in ed  its 
consistency in not touching 
upon personal laws, but only 
statutory laws.

T he " S hayara  B ano  vs 
Union o f  India" case. 2017. 
is perhaps the one  where the 
Court ruling has evolved the 
m ost, ye t a lso  m aintaining 
its consistent stand regard­
ing personal laws. Shayara 
Bano petitioned the Supreme 
C ourt to assail the divorce 
pronounced by her husband 
by T rip le  T alaq . w hich  is 
codified under section 2 o f  
M uslim Personal Law (Sha­
riat) Application Act. 1937. 
The Court ruled that it could 
not accep t th e  con ten tion  
tha t the prac tice  o f  T riple 
Talaq ceased to  be personal 
law and got transformed into 
s ta tu tory  law  o nce  it w as

codified and covered by the 
Muslim Personal Law (Sha­
riat) Application Act. 1937as 
the law o f  Triple Talaq was 
applicab le  to the M uslim s 
even prior to  the enactment 
o f  the said Act and has been 
followed for more than 1400 
years. T he C ourt also ruled 
that the prac tice  o f  Triple 
Talaq does not violate the 
qualifications o f  Article 25. 
i.e. public onJcr. morality and 
health and it has equal stature 
as other Fundamental Rights 
and  therefore, the  practicc 
cannot be set aside through 
judicial intervention.

Thus, the Court followed 
the  sam e co n sis ten t p rin ­
ciple that the Judiciary can­
not invalidate any religious 
pe rso n a l law s. H ow ever, 
the Court also ruled that the 
practice itself is discrim ina­
tory tow ards w om en, and 
thus w hile the practice itself 
is protected by A rticle 25. 
the  Act w hich c o d ificd  it
is not. F u rther, the  Court
sta ted  tha t soc ially  unac ­
cep tab le  personal law s in 
India have been reform ed 
only by w ay o f  legislation 
and such legislative reform 
is permissible under Articles 
25(2), 44. and entry 5 o f  the 
Concurrent List. Therefore, 
in consideration o f  the gen­
der discriminatory nature o f  
Triple Talaq and the fact that 
it can only be reform ed by 
legislation, the C ourt passed 
an injunction order against 
the practice o f  Triple Talaq 
for six months. I f  legislation 
is initiated to  redefine Triple 
Talaq o r to  prohibit it alto­
gether. then the injunction 
shall continue until the said 
legislation is  enacted. How­
ever, if  the Legislature failed 
to bring such legislation, the 
in junction  w ould cease  to  
operate and  the practice o f 
Triple  Talaq w ould be  left 
un touched . S ubsequently . 
Triple Talaq Bill w as passed 
an d  th e  M u slim  W om en 
(P ro te c tio n  o f  R igh ts  on 
M arriage) A ct, 2019 m ade 
the pronouncement o f  Triple 
Talaq void and illegal.

Tims, we can see from this 
b rief history that the  consis­
tent principle  and  restraint 
that has been exercised by 
the Judiciary is that it can­
not invalidate any  personal 
law. but only statutory laws, 
if  they arc inconsistent with 
th e  F und a m e n ta l R igh ts . 
M oreover, any statutory law 
which codifies such unjust 
personal law s m ay be in ­
validated by Article 13. even 
if  the personal law  itse lf  is 
protected.

Hence the downside to the 
codification o f  any personal 
law s o r  social cu stom s is 
that the statutory law  which 
cod ifies  them  qua lif ies  as 
law  under A rticle  13, and 
can be inva lida ted  by the  
Jud ic iary . M oreover, such 
statutory law which codifies 
personal laws may be m odi­
fied o r abrogated by an Act o f  
Legislature. Lastly, the evo­
lution o f  the Court judgment 
thus far. is tha t the  C ourt 
may advise the Legislature 
to  take c ognizance  o f  any 
unjust and  d isc rim ina to ry  
personal law. and advise it 
to  pass legislative reforms, 
as permitted under Articles 
25(2), 44 and entry 5 o f  the 
Concurrent List.

U ntenable
claim s?

Editor
In the article. 'A  debate 

on being tribal" by Bamcs 
M awrie (ST A uguu 7,2023) 
the w riter made a reference 
to the friendship between Fr 
Abel and  my grand uncle. 
Sib Charan Roy. They were 
ce r ta in ly  friend? m ore  at 
the intellectual and spiritual 
level and spent tiire  together 
debating and discussing their 
respective faiths and other 
religions as well. Neither o f  
them would claiir that their 
faith was the better one  nor 
try to emphasize that the two 
denominations were one and 
the same thing because they 
are not.

We have several copies o f  
U Nongphira in our family 
library and on the first page 
o f  the  papers it is clearly  
w ritten that the paper was 
printed a t the Ri Khasi Press 
by Sib Charan Roy. I wonder 
why it should beS nn ted  by 
Fr. A bel in his press w hen 
Jccbon Roy had already e s ­
tablished the Press in 1896?

I f  there a re  copies printed at 
Fr A bel’s wc would like Bah 
Barnes Mawrie to share them 
with us.

Yours etc., 
Bijoya Sawian.

Via email

C U ET  & PC  
A dm ission in 

M eghalaya
Editor,
I w rite  to  b ring  to  the  

a ttention o f  the concerncd 
authority that there arc many 
c an d id a tes  w ho w ere  not 
able to  attend the CU ET PG 
exam  as they w ere allotted 
exam  c e n tre s  in  faraw ay  
places. Subsequently, there 
was also another round o f  ex­
am s for those who were left 
ou t but unfortunately most 
o f  them could not download 
their admit cards.

Currently, admissions are 
going on in N EHU and in 
som e colleges which oflfcr 
PG courses and the CU ET 
sco re  is  m andatory . A s a 
result many students w ere 
left out.

I therefore  request the

com petent authority to  take 
note o f  the sam e and help 
us students ou t o f  this pre­
dicament e lse we will lose 
a  y e a r ..

Yours etc., 
N am e w ithheld on request. 

Via email

SM B and  
PH ED should  
not play with 

healthpublic I
Editor.
Apropos o f  the letter cap­

tioned. "SM B &  PHFD. stop 
supplying muddy water!" by 
Salil (iew ali (ST August 9, 
2023) 1 would like to express 
my heartfelt appreciation for 
shedding light on the press­
ing issue ol untreated water 
supply by the Public Health 
E n g in e e r in g  D epartm en t 
(P H F D ) anil the Shillong 
M un ic ip a lity . T h is  le tte r  
captured the sentim ents o f  
the  tow n 's residen ts, who 
have long endured the con­
se q u en c es  o f  b e in g  su p ­
plied with untreated, muddy 
water.

It is indeed a m atter o f  
shame that the very D epart­
m ents entrusted w ith safe­
guarding pub ic health have 
become the root causes o f  
public ill-health. G ew ali’s 
le tte r rightly  undersco res 
the vital importance o f  clean 
and safe water, not merely 
as a convcnicncc bu t as a 
fundamental human right. If  
w e do not speak up now and 
let the Shillong M unicipal­
ity  and the PHED tam per 
with public health, our state 
would be worse than Bihar. 
Period.

Yours etc..
A con:erned citizen.

Nam e withheld on request

Safe w alking  
space for  

children around 
a School in 

Laitum khrah
I
D ropping  and  fetching 

o u r  c h ild ren  from  school 
should be a pleasant experi­
ence. Unfortunately, in the

rush o f  m odem  day living 
with parents and care-takers 
earn ing  a live lihood, ch il­
d rcn  sec adults angry  and 
frustrated most o f  the time. 
Let me give an example o f  a 
genuine case that happened 
on  A ugust 9  a t 12:30 pm.
1 spontaneously dccidcd to  
fetch a ward from Shillong 
Public School and had taken 
a small private vehicle sincc 
it w as raining heavily. Most 
care-takers  felt and  acted  
likewise.

On reaching the junction 
and road leading to the main 
gate o f  the School and the 
surrounding government o f­
fices, two private cars were 
parked next to the houses on 
a very' narrow stretch o f  the 
road and hcncc there w as a 
deadlock for two-way traffic. 
There w as no policem an to 
regula te  the deadlock and 
eventually  the cars behind 
m e a nd  I backed up  to  a 
corner, to  som ehow  allow  
o n e  s id e  o f  the  traffic  to 
manoeuvre their way out o f  
the situation.

All this happened in the 
span o f  one hour and one can 
only imagine the  agonizing

wait and feeling o f  neglect 
o f  a seven year o ld  child , 
am ong many others.

W hen much o f  the  city, 
with much w ider roads arc 
made ’No Parking Z ones ,’ 
w ould  it no t serve the  in­
terests and safety o f  young 
children - who have to jostle 
fo r sp a cc  to  w alk on this 
road, along with traffic both 
ways - to make the already 
na rro w  road  a N o Park - 

>ne csp 
hours’?

T his is a humble request 
to  the  H eadman o f  the lo­
cality. the MLA o f  the con­
stitu en c y  a nd  the  Police , 
w ho m ust be aw are  o f  the 
situation, a s  it affccts one o f  
their ow n very closely.

Yours etc..
Nam e w ithheld on request 

(A concerncd citizen and 
educator, w ith a hope to  sec 
incremental changes for the 

public good)

A rticles and letters ap ­
pearing  on th is  page are 
the v iew s o f  the  w riters/ 
a u th o rs  a nd  not tha t o f  
The S h illong  Times

The Four-Year 
Undergraduate Programm e 

(FYUP) Stalemate
By II. Srikanth

Is there no need for any 
changes in educational pol­
icy in the sta te  o f  M egha­
laya? Arc the educational 
standards in  the  s ta te  so  
satisfacto'y that w e need no 
m ore reform s? Should wc 
remain sleptical and resist 
all u n iv c s ity  and  govern­
ment initiatives for improv­
ing education standards in 
the s ta te -* T he answ ers to 
all the questions a re  a big 
NO. Everyone in the state 
knows that there arc serious 
problem s in the education 
sec to r that need to be ad ­
dressed. One should bring 
ou t reform s at a ll levels
- a t schoo l, c o lleg e , and  
university levels. There is in­
deed a need for updating the 
syllabus, introducing  new  
relevan t courses, inc reas­
ing the number o f  tcachcrs, 
iiujnoviiix; in fiasliutluic and 
re-haul the adm inistration 
at different levels to bring 
about the desirable changes 
in the education sector. But 
w hat changes should be in­
troduced w ould depend on 
an objective assessm ent o f  
the ground situation? I f  the 
state is at ihe level o f  ABCD, 
it can move to  EFG II. even 
try to jum p to 1JKL; but it 
cannot straight away aspire 
to reach the XYZ position.

The authorities aspiring 
to introduce the NEP 2020 
im m cd ia 'c ly  a re  c om m it­
ting grave m istakes again. 
A couple o f  years ago, they 
tried to  push the CUET. The 
people who w ere not ready 
forced the governm ent to 
seek exemption to the state 
from the CUET. Next, the 
U niversity tried to  im ple­
ment the C U C E T  for the 
PG admission. again without 
thoroughly discussing it in 
the Academic Council. But 
when it v a s  put into prac­
tice, it was found tha t the 
local stiwfcnts for whom the 
university w as established 
hardly found a place on the 
list because o f  their unsat­
isfactory performance. The 
university  w as  then com ­
pelled to  announce an a d ­
ditional 40 m arks to  satisfy 
the local demands, making a 
mockery o f the CUCET. Not 
learning from the mistakes, 
the university has taken up 
yet another decision to intro­
duce the FYUP immediately 
from diis year without proper 
p repa ra tions. T he c o n se ­
quences of the hasty decision 
have now become apparent 
in the present stalemate.

It is unfortunate that the 
UG teachers have a lim ited 
representa tion in the AC. 
Majority o f the AC members 
are from ihe University and 
they have little understand­
ing o f  the difficulties o f  the 
c o lle g e s  a n d  the  c o lleg e  
teachers. The college rep­
resentatives expressed their 
difficulties in the A C, but 
their objections were ignored 
by those who were bent upon 
pushing the FYUP from this 
year itself. The ordinance to 
introduce the FYUP w as in­
troduced only in June 2023. 
O n ly  ihc sy llab u s  o f  the  
first year was approved, and 
no one  is clear about what 
papers will be introduced in 
subsequent years. But they 
are not enough. The move 
has to be accom panied by 
changes in the relevant stat­
utes. ordinances and regula­
tions relating to affiliation, 
teachers, teaching material, 
exam s, evalua tion , and  a 
host o f  oiher related issues. 
The syllabus is prepared and 
approved only for the first 
year, just .1 couple o f  months 
back. It is most likely that 
the syllabus for subsequent 
years w i I be  prepared  in 
picccm csl every  year and 
made known to  the teachers 
a couple o f  months before 
the new system begins. That 
means neither the teachers 
nor the  students are aware as 
yet. what all they would be 
studying under the FYUP. In 
the absence o f  a comprehen­
sive syllabus. it isdifficult to 
procure study m aterial for 
new courses that are going to

be introduced subsequently. 
At the PG courses, the tcach­
c rs  recom m end scho larly  
books and articles. But in the 
UG courses, it is ncccssary 
to have standard textbooks 
in advance lo  ensure qual­
ity  and  un iform ity  across 
ihc c o lleg e s . H ow  cou ld  
the teachers prepare for the 
c lasses i f  they  d o n ’t have 
ihc complete syllabus o r the 
study material? In the AC. 
the need for increasing the 
number o f  tcachcrs w as also 
highlighted. But it appears 
that no efforts arc made in 
the ordinances and  regula­
tions to fix the num ber o f  
tcachcrs required for running 
the FYUP in the colleges. 
There is written commitment 
from  ev en  those  c o lleg e  
m a n ag e m en ts  w illin g  to  
implement the N EP from this 
about the number ol collcgc 
teachers. It is ihcn natural 
that the collcgc tcachcrs who 
arc already overburdened get 
agitated.

A ll th is  acrim ony  and 
stalemate cou ld  have been 
avoided had the university 
and the sta le  governm ent 
expected and deliberated all 
issues beforehand. It appears 
both ihe university and the 
state government were in a 
hurry to  implement Ihe NEP 
2020. There w as no need 
lo  rush , a s the U G C has 
com c ou t w ith the FYUP 
guidelines only at a  fag end 
o f  2022. Barring the Delhi 
University and a couple o f  
BJP ruled states, ihe FYUP 
is not ye t im plem ented in 
most states and universities 
in the country. After the slate 
e lections, even Karnataka, 
the first sta te  lo  introduce 
the FYUP. is reconsidering 
the N FP 2020. The FYUP 
can be introduced for a trial 
in certain  universities first 
and ihcn replicate in all the 
states g radually  later. U n­
fortunately. in  M eghalaya, 
the un iversity  is a ccntral 
university, but the colleges 
a re  a d m in is tra tiv e ly  and  
financially under the state 
governm ent. H cncc, there 
are many loose ends which 
need lo  be tied before w c 
plan to implement the FYUP 
in all colleges in the slate.

O ne need not question  
the sincerity or integrity o f  
the un iversity  au thorities, 
the state government o r the 
collcgc m anagem ents w ho 
believe thal ihe NEP 2020 
helps ihe state improve the 
educational scenario in the 
state. One should not have 
any hesitation to  acknow l­
edge some positive  initia ­
tives taken at the university 
and the slate levels in  recent 
years to  address certain long 
pending issues. Bui when it 
com cs to the NEP 2020. I 
don’t have any hesitation to 
stale that they have acted in 
haste. The consequences o f  
their actions are likely to  be 
disastrous, a s neither the uni­
versity nor the slate govern­
ment have the resources lo 
implement them effectively. 
If  all that one wants is the 
old wine in new bottles, wc 
could bundle and fool our­
selves and others. But. i f  wc 
hope to contribute to mean­
ingful changes in education 
that benefit a ll sections o f 
the people, it is ncccssary to 
tread a cautious path, taking 
all stakeholders. The issues 
thai ihc MCTA has raised 
are relevant and they need 
to be addressed and resolved 
before decid ing  to  im ple­
ment ihc FYUP. Let there 
be no ego issues. Education 
is a serious matter: it is not a 
game to be played for pleas­
ing ihe  su pe rio rs . A gain , 
education is not a race: there 
is no one there in Delhi ready 
lo give us an award o r reward 
for being am ong ihe first to 
implement the FYUP. There 
is no harm in taking a little 
m ore  tim e. L et a ll s take ­
ho lders p lay  p ositive  and 
responsib le  roles keeping 
in view the needs, interests 
and the ground realities in 
the state.
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No-Confidence Motion 
is serious business

SECTIONS o f the media have woven a narrative 
around the No-Confidence Motion moved by the 
combined Opposition now known by the acronym 
INDIA (Indian National Development Inclusive 
Alliance) against the Narendra Modi led Govern­
ment. The narrative is to pit one group against the 
. other and to frame the narrative -  Who won the 
No-Confidence Motion and who made the best 
speeches. So Parliament is reduced to a debating 
platform where parliamentarians arc to be given  
brownie points. Is that the only purpose o f  the No- 
Confidence Motion? It is rightly pointed out by po­
litical observers that this Alliance is yet to com e up 
with a Common Minimum Programme considering 
there is very little time left between now and 2024 
May. The purpose o f  an Opposition Party/Parties is 
to put the government in the docks and comer it with 
facts, figures without dramatizing the entire affair 
and w ithout the use o f pulverising language. There 
is neither need for rhetoric or diatribes and certainly 
Parliament is no place for personal attacks such as 
"Naamdar" to suggest ’dynasty,' and wc know' who 
the dan is aimed at.

The politic* in this country today is so deeply 
polarised that this ideological divide has now been 
dragged into Parliament. As a result, issues that re­
quire serious and intense debates such as inflation 
and the galloping prices o f  essentials are forgot­
ten even while those in government read out their 
litanies o f  achievements which mean nothing to the 
common man. But the very purpose o f  the No Confi­
dence Motion was to comer the Prime Minister who 
seemed to havs been tongue-tied insofar as Manipur 
is concerned. After a nearly two hour rhetoric laced 
with sarcasm the Prime Minister deigned to speak 
on Manipur for just about 5 mins and a few seconds. 
He lacked the compassion and empathy that those 
w ho have lost their homes, the bereaved and those 
spending sleepless nights in relief camps need at this 
point. The Prime Minister's sole concern is to use 
every narrative to ready him self for the battle royale 
in 2024. All else is forgotten in this battle where 
holding on to power is the only objective. Is this 
die reason for democracy? And what democracy can 
wc speak o f  when the ‘people’ with whom powers 
should legitimately reside have been rendered com ­
pletely powerless and most in abject poverty. The 
three trillion dollar economy bandied about means 
zilch to them. It is in this hugely divided polity that
th e  B JP  w ill b j  e n te r in g  th e  fray  w ith  ics b o m b a s tic
claims. To counter this would require a well-armed 
Opposition combine that docs a SWOT (Strengths, 
Weakness, Opportunities, Threats) analysis o f  the 
ruling conglomerate and hits it where it hurts the 
most. To be able to carry people along is the strength 
o f  any political party. Once the people arc alienated, 
defeat is imminent.

No Confidence 
Motion: Ten Takeaways

The bugle lo r the 2024 
general elections has been 
sounded. T he no-confidencc 
motion might have been won. 
expectedly, by the Narendra 
Modi-led NDA government 
but the competing narratives 
for the big ba ttle  that lies 
ahead have been set. This 
no-confidence motion was 
never about numbers in the 
first instance; it was about the 
perception game, something 
more in tang ib le  but often  
decisive  in decid ing  who 
wins the hearts and minds o f  
voters. So here is the critical 
question: who now has the 
momentum going  into the 
2024 battle? 11 ere are ten key 
takeaways from the bruising 
parliament confrontation.

1) Prime minister Modi 
remains the central focus o f  
the 2024 storyline. Ahead o f 
the 2019 elections, the TIMO 
(There Is Modi O nly) factor 
loomed large over the politi­
cal horizon and rellcctcd in 
voter preferences too. Five 
years later, the TIM O  fac­
tor still shapes the political 
discourse: i f  the opposition, 
esp ec ia lly  the I .N .D .I.A . 
alliance seeks to rcflexively 
target the prim e minister, 
the government cheerleaders 
bu//, around die cult o f  Modi, 
flic rapturous applause for 
the prime minister from the 
treasury  benches even  a s 
the opposition walked out is 
indicative o f  how the larger 
than life Modi persona has 
deeply divided the political 
class.

2) A newly minted Rahul 
(iandhi, arm ed with good­
will from his Bharat Jodo 
Yatra and sym pathy  from  
his d isqua lif ica tion  as an 
MP, is now  e nsconced  as 
the mascot o f  theanti-M odi 
forces. During the 2 0 IS no- 
confidencc motion, Gandhi 
had challenged the govern­
ment on the Rafale defence 
deal but then, quite inexpli­
cably. chosen to  go  across 
the aisle and hug the prime 
minister and later wink at his 
Congress colleagues. Now.
it scorns that ( ian d h i has
abandoned any pretense o f  
conviviality and chosen the 
path o f  outright hostility to 
the ruling party. His likening 
the prime minister to Ravan 
while suggesting that ‘Bharat 
Mata" had been murdered by 
bloodshed in M anipur indi­
cates an uncontrolled anger

By Rajdeep Sardesai

in the 'd il‘ (h;art) when the 
occasion dctrandcd a  more 
focussed  attack  from  the 
dimag (mind).

3) So hyp.'r-polariscd is 
the political conflict between 
the tw o principal contend­
ers that there is a shrinking 
space for any 'n eu tra l ' third 
front option. Pence-sitting 
p a r t ie s  lik e  T c lan g a n a-  
based  B h a r itiy a  R ash tra  
Samiti (BRS). Biju Janata 
Dal (B JD ). lagan  M ohan 
R e d d y 's  YSRCP, T clugu 
Dcsam (TDPi are all being 
pushed to take a  stand. While 
Ihc BRS has slowly aligned 
itself to the opposition camp, 
the BJD . YSRCP and  the 
TDP have drifted c loser to 
the Modi government. As a 
result, two distinct alliances 
arc  gradually being forged

sition's determination to get 
the prime minister to break 
his conspicuous silence on 
M anipur inside parliament 
but amongst the wider public 
it is economy-related issues 
from jobs to  prices to welfare 
schem es that are likely to 
find greater resonance.

6) The prime minister and 
home m inister Shah might 
have captured eyeballs with 
their two hour long speeches 
in parliament but there is also 
a growing fatigue with the 
familiar ‘naam dar' (dynast) 
versus ’kaamdar* (worker) 
trope. A fter nine  years in 
power, the Modi government 
cant escape accountability  
by pinning the blame on the 
C o n g re s s 's  past fa ilu res: 
how. for exam ple, can the 
'double engine' government

“During tlx? 2018 no-confidence motion. Gandhi 

h ad  challenged the government on the Rafale 

defence deal hut then, quite inexplicably, chosen to  

go across the aisle and hug the prim e m inister and  

later wink at his Congress colleagues. ”

ahead o f  the 2024 polls.
4 )  W hile  the  I.N.D .I.A  

alliance has been caricatured 
as a messy and opportunistic 
'thug-bandhai' by the BJP. 
there is certainly a  g reater 
sp irit o f  accom m odation 
within its constituents. The 
m anner in which the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) for ex­
ample has e lo sen  to  build 
bridges with the Congress 
suggests a flexibility in ap­
proach that w tsn ’t noticeable 
in 2019. AAP's reach out to 
the Congress m aybe more 
out o f  mutual self-preserva­
tion than idcoogical convic­
tion but it docs solidify the 
opposition ’s challenge. If  
the TIMO factor makes the 
BJP a front-runner for 2024. 
the opposition I.N .D .I.A . 
alliance is  finding a voice
with an ABM (Anyone But
Modi) credo.

5) The opposition's Ma­
nipur-centric interventions 
might yield temporary p o ­
litica l d iv idends bu t they 
are unlikely to set the na­
tional agenda for 2024. The 
no-confidencc motion w as 
largely driver, by the oppo-

escape  a ccoun tab ility  for 
Manipur in 2023 by harking 
back to M izoram in 1966?

7) I f  the BJP still has 
the momentum heading into 
the b ig  e lection year, it is 
because the opposition still 
h asn 't found a com pelling 
narrative  for change. The 
BJP has clearly decided to 
make 2024 a ‘Modi versus 
W ho' prcsidcntial-stylc na­
tio n a l lead e rsh ip  c o n test 
once again. For the opposi­
tion. the challenge and the 
opportunity lies in making 
the electoral battle a sum o f 
fierce state-level contests. 
L ocalised ba ttles, as seen 
in the w ar between the Shiv 
Sena factions in parliament, 
could yet prove decisive in 
key states like Maharashtra.

8) The Congress in par­
ticular needs to get its act
together within and outside 
parliament with a more co­
herent strategy. Most o f  its 
experienced hands are in the 
Rajya Sabha with the party 
facing an acute talent deficit 
in the Lower I louse. More­
over. the e x ce ss iv e  focus
on dc facto captain Rahul

(iandhi has meant that Team 
Congress isn ’t making full 
use o f  its bench strength. 
Why. for exam ple, did the 
Congress not choose to line 
up Shashi Tharoor as one o f  
its star speakers in the no- 
confidcnce vote?

9) Parliament as an insti­
tution is being systematically 
underm ined. T his w as yet 
another session when several 
days w ere lost to  adjourn­
ments. w hen important bills 
were pushed through without 
discussion o r any parliamen­
tary oversight. Suspension o f  
members that were once the 
exception are now becoming 
routine. A brute Lok Sabha 
majority without any checks 
a nd  b a lances is a danger 
signal for the health o f  par­
liamentary democracy.

10) T here  is a nagging 
se n se  tha t a ny  d e b a te  in 
parliament isn't quite a level 
playing field with the role 
o f  the chair in both houses 
also under the scanner. Ev­
e ry  tim e a m ajor op p o si­
tion leader sharply criticised 
the governm ent during the 
no-confidence m otion, the 
camera angles would swiftly 
cut away from the speaker. 
Mainstream media may have 
its loyalties but Sansad tv. 
funded by the tax-paycr. is 
surely expected to  be non­
partisan.

P os t-scrip t: A defin ing  
image o f  this turbulent week 
in parliament was during the 
Delhi services bill debate in 
the Rajya Sabha: a  visibly 
ailing nonagenarian former 
prime minister D r Manmo- 
han Singh seated on a whccl- 
chair and listening quietly to 
the debate. When in power. 
Dr S ingh  w as m ocking ly  
referred toas ‘M aun-Mohan' 
(or silent) Singh by his politi­
cal opponents. Truth is, in his 
decade in office. Dr Singh 
spoke a lm ost 70 tim es in 
parliam ent on  different is­
sues. The more charismatic 
M r M odi, by contrast, has 
spoken barely 30 times, often
avoiding contention; issuer.. 
In his more reflective m o­
ments. former prime minister 
Singh might wonder why he 
w as then lam pooned  as a 
silent leader.

(T he  w riter is  a  senior 
journalist and  author, mail: 
rajdeepsardesai52@ gm ail. 
com)

Glaring  
Ignorance o f 

G eographical 
Location

Editor.
Apropos o f  tl'c new s item 

published at page 3 o f  your 
esteemed D aily (ST July 27. 
2023) captioned. “ Border 
Talk 2 .0 : Block-11 Area 
Inspection Next Month." the 
Nongpoh MLA was quoted 
as saying 'T h e  Block-1! areas 
in Ri Bhoi district comprise 
D csh D oom rcah. Baridua 
and Nongwah Mawtmur. . .
. . "  This is absolutely (both 
factually and historically & 
even legally) wrong. Since 
the MLA is a member o f  the 
Regional Committee (RC) o f  
Ri Bhoi district we take his 
statement as ofticial and we 
would request him to note 
that the well-known Block-! 
& Block-11 arc iwo parts o f  
a com pact and  contiguous 
trac t fo rc ib ly  iransfcrrcd  
and tagged to the then new 
district o f  United .Vlikir & 
N.C. Hills (crca ed in 1951) 
by the highhandedness and 
despotism o f  the then gov­
ernment o f  Assam despite 
the fact that the Constituent 
Assembly o f  India had rati­
fied all the respective areas 
o f  all the 6(six) hill tribes 
for the protection under Ar­
ticle 244 read w th the Sixth 
Schedule to the Constitution 
o f  India promulgated on 26 
January 1950.

Let it be know n to all 
and sund ry  tin t not even 
an inch o f  land had been 
transferred from the Shi I long 
sub-division i.e. Khasi Hills 
for the stated pjrposc. The 
leaders from  Jaintia H ills 
could have given this infor­
mation! The geographical 
location o f  these two Blocks

is too w ell-known to feign 
ignorance o f  their existence. 
If  the present Jaintia leaders 
are not aware o f  this fact, the 
senior citizens and intellec­
tuals o f  Jaintia Hil Is arc well 
acquainted with it.

For the inform ation o f  
the M LA o f  Nongpoh, wc 
would like to  clearly state 
that Block-1 com prises the 
whole o f  Nongphyllut dal- 
loiship and a huge part o f  
Raliang dallo ish ip  known 
as the Pangam Raliang. part 
o f  each o f  the dalloiships o f  
Shilliang Myntang, Nangjn- 
gi and Nartiang along with 
L angsoh M ynriang  S ird ­
arship; while. Block-11 com ­
prises the whole o f  Mynri 
dalloiship and a huge part 
o f  each  o f  the  dallo ish ips 
o f  N artiang & Nangjngi. It 
is indeed regrettab le  that 
Block-11 has been entrusted 
to the R.C. o f  Ri Bhoi d is­
trict instead o f  West Jaintia 
hills district thereby denying 
and depriving the people o f  
Block-!! area w ho arc the 
stake-ho ldc rs  to  a ir  the ir  
problems and grievances.

T he Ja in tia  H ills S o li­
d a rity  & W elfare  U nion  
(JIIS & W U ) had promptly 
written last year about this 
to  the C h ic f  Secre tary  & 
the D eputy C h ic f  M in is­
ter but the Union has been 
ignored . We subm itted  a 
Memorandum to the C hicf 
M inister as well and later a 
request w as made since the 
May 9. last for an interview 
w ith him  for constructive 
discussion but we have not 
been granted any audience 
so far for reasons not known 
to us. The C'.M.'s oftice did 
not give us proper reasons: 
every time we met them we 
w ere told that the C .M . is 
out o f  station. We have been 
w aiting patiently  for som e 
lime more

I f  a t a ll the N ongpoh

MLA is  interested to  know 
more clearly about the po­
s it io n  o f  the  th ree  a re as  
mentioned by him and truly 
falling under Ri Bhoi d is ­
trict, he may like to consult 
P rof.(D r) Ham let B arch ’s 
B ook , “ T h e  H isto ry  and  
Culture o f  the Khasi People" 
where full details about them 
a re  a v a ila b le  fo r  him  to 
build up a case for bringing 
them back to Meglialaya. Dr. 
Hom iw cll Lyngdoh, MBE 
’s book “ Ki Syicm Khasi 
&  Synteng.”  too gives some 
important information. Capt. 
W A Sangma. the first Chief 
M inister o f  Meghalaya was 
anxious to bring back Dcsh 
Domrcah to Meghalaya but 
he suddenly  d ied  and his 
plan could not be achieved 
even now.

I f  the  m em bers o f  the 
R.C’*s a re  ignoran t o f  the 
geographical locations o f  the 
disputed areas, it is feared 
that the result o f  the second 
phase o f  talk might become 
much worse than that o f  the 
first phase. M oreover the 
case o f  Blocks-1 & II area is 
quite different from the rest 
o f  the disputed areas as it is 
the case o f  rc-transfcr o f  the 
two Blocks to Jaintia Hills 
i.e. Meghalaya. The people 
o f  Jaintia  H ills dem anded 
right from the initial stage 
o f  the problem which arose 
in 1951 that the two blocks 
be re-transferred to Jaintia 
Hills. W hen, for the first time 
in 6(six) years, the present 
governm ent o f  M eghalaya 
had declared, a s widely cir­
c u la te d  in  the  m edia  on 
June 24, that it would seek 
rc-transfcr o f  the two blocks, 
the people o f  Jaintia Hills 
were very happy. But it all 
depends on the seriousness 
o f  the present government to 
achicvc the rc-transfcr.

We remember with grati­
tude Capt. Sangma the first

C.M. who sincerely tried his 
best to get these tw o Blocks 
rc-transfcrrcd lo Jaintia Hills 
bu t due  to  his p rem ature  
dem ise, h is attem pt could 
not be  fulfilled. Now A s­
sam takes a stand that after 
c reation  o f  Vlcghalaya in 
1972. the re transfer could 
be done only by the Union 
government under Articic 3 
o f  the Constitution. But the 
Government o f  Meghalaya 
is yet to  approach the Union 
government.

It is also important to note 
in this conncction that the 
A ssam government always 
stressed on ihe num ber o f  
Karbi population for decid­
ing this issue but the Home 
M inistry has made it very 
c lear that planted and new 
m igran t popu la tion  a fte r  
the dispute arose cannot be 
taken in to  considera tion . 
During the last many years 
new populations in the two 
b lo c k s  has been p lan ted  
especially in 3 lock-ll w here 
the custom s and traditions 
o f  the indigenous peop le  
including the system o f dol- 
loiship have been forcibly 
changed  under the veiled  
direction and support o f  the 
A ssam  governm en t. T he 
peo p le  o f  Assam in c lu d ­
ing their scrio r historians 
know very well about this 
undesirab le  developm ent. 
The Mynri people who arc 
one o f  the seven sub-tribes 
(ynrtau w asa o r  hynrticw  
trcp) cmbraecd w ithin ihc 
Jaintia indigenous religion, 
have been living in constant 
fear o f  the Assam authori­
tie s  a nd  could no longer 
participate ir any religious 
custom with ihc rest o f  their 
b rethren  in  Ja in tia  H ills .

Yours etc.. 
Prof. P.M. Passah.

President,
Jaintia Hills Solidarity & 

Welfare Union
Via email

Concerns 
regarding  

Rapido’s pricing 
& captain  
behaviour

Editor,
I am writing to express 

my thoughts on the Rapido 
bike taxi service operating in 
Shillong. W hile the concept 
o f  Rapido oft'crs convenience 
fo r sh o rl-d is lancc  trave l, 
there arc certain issues that 
need to be addressed for the 
scrvicc to truly provide the 
case it promises. O ne o f  the 
major concerns is the steep 
pricing o f  Rapido rides in 
S h illong  a s  com pared  to 
o the r sta te s  in  India. For 
instance, a ride from Mot- 
phran to Laitmukhrah incurs 
a charge o f  Rs 72, which 
seem s considerably higher 
than what one might expect. 
Unfortunately, this is just the 
beginning o f  the ordeal.

Upon arrival, passengers 
a rc  o ften  met w ith  unex­
pected dem ands from  the 
captains. Initially, the ride's 
cost is com m unicatcd. but 
upon completion, the captain 
might suddenly request Rs 
100 to  be paid. T his erratic 
p ric ing  s tra tegy , coup led  
with the pressure to cancel 
the ride, puis passengers in 
a dilemma. In many cases, 
individuals opt to cancci the 
ride and continue with the 
captain's tcmis.

The pricing structure o f  
R ap id o  sh o u ld  b e  tr a n s ­
parent and consistent. It is 
imperative that the company 
p ro v id e s  c o m p re h en s iv e  
details about the chargca for 
various routes. T his clarity

would greatly enhance the 
user experience and foster 
trust between the riders and 
the scrvicc.

M oreover, the behaviour 
o f  some Rapido captains is a 
cause for concern. Instead o f  
utilizing their jo b  a s an op­
portunity to provide reliable 
service, some captains resort 
to  cocrcive tactics. Encour­
aging passengers to cancel 
rides and then renegotiating 
the fare based on their own 
preferences is both unprofes­
sional and detrimental to the 
service's reputation.

Further, the presence o f  
unregistered captains in ar­
eas like M otphran poses a 
po ic n tia l r isk , e sp ec ia lly  
during night time travel. To 
mitigate this, Rapido should 
take  necessary  m easu res 
to  ensure that all captains 
arc properly registered and 
adhere  to  a recogn izab le  
dress code and identification 
system. This would help pas­
sengers distinguish between 
authorized captains and po­
tential impostors.

To conclude, while Rapi­
do  ho ld s the  p ro m ise  o f  
convenient transportation, 
these highlighted issues need 
to be urgently addressed. By 
establishing transparent pric­
ing, professional behaviour 
from captains, and a robust 
identification system, Rapido 
can elevate its service quality 
and restore passengers’ faith 
in this mode o f  travel.

Yours etc.,
R K  Sarki, 

Shillong

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t th a t o f  
The Shillong  Times

Springs- An 
endangered water 

source for hilly region
B y  Ereneus K  M ar bunking

At present there is water 
cris is in every pari o f  the 
country. Rivers and streams 
arc drying up and there ap ­
pear to be plans for rejuve­
nation. For any settlement, 
be it a family household, 
or Government Institutions 
water is always the topmost 
p riority . Wc m ay survive 
without fotd fo ra  number o f  
days but cannot live without 
water for even a single day. 
By any means wc need to 
quench our thirst. Water is 
the most basic and essential 
thing for uiman survival. 
Water is useful for our daily-

due to  w ater p ressu re . It 
may comc up from the soil, 
between the rocks and are 
o f  many types viz. contact, 
depression  and fractured. 
Springs are unique to the 
hilly regions and arc very 
rare to find in the plains. 
Spring water is more suit­
able for drinking purposes 
as com pared to tap water. 
N ow adays, springs found 
in the hilly regions o f  Khasi 
Hills have an average water 
discharge rate o f  less than 5 
litres o f  water in a minute 
which reduces during the 
lean dry season. A time has

lives to meet household re- 
quircmcntsbc it for drinking, 
cooking, txnhing, washing, 
personal cleanliness o r  an 
ex tra  ga llon for w ashing 
a car. An average  person 
would require a minimum 
o f  100-150 litres o f  water 
in a day.

In every locality  e spe ­
cially  in urban and semi 
urban areas, people would 
rush to a public tap early in 
the mom in$ to fomi a queue 
just to get a turn for a bucket 
o f  water. Fur drawing water 
from such i  public lap. there 
arc also nuny peculiar rules 
o r some son o f  roster system 
followed by residents which 
differs from locality to lo ­
cality. So. in this situation, 
in many cases, they have to 
spend at hours in the queue 
just for a bucket o f  water. 
This daily scenario o f  fetch­
in g  w ater from  a pub lic  
tap costs bs dearly, a s we 
lose precious time leading 
to  delay in our works, o f­
fice. schoos ctc. Sometimes 
quarrels happen at the water 
stations a id  lead to hatred 
and jealously among neigh­
bours. To avoid a ll these, 
many fam ilies w ould get 
a private Up conncction to 
their households to meet all 
the ir w ater requ irem ents . 
But the ta.w arc unable to 
supply water regularly some­
times due to pow er failure or 
water scarcity due to  poor 
rlisrhnrg*' from I hi- springs 
o r pump failure ctc.

S p r in g ; a rc  th e  m ost 
p rim itive source o f  w ater 
fo r humans e sp ec ia lly  in 
the hilly regions. It fills our 
daily  requirements for the 
family and the whole com ­
m unity  even du ring  lean 
periods. Sadly, our springs 
have g radually  d ried  up; 
there is less water discharge 
from the springs and hcncc 
they can no longer support 
our household requirements. 
The possibc reasons may be 
rapid urbanisation, deforesta­
tion, reckless quarrying, lack 
o f  maintenance but above all 
a lack o f  responsibility by 
the people themselves who 
are the main bcncficiarics o f  
these springs. Perhaps the 
fact that people do not con- 
nect the fact that tap water is 
sources froii springs. People 
only remember springs in 
tim es o f  difficulty. A time 
has comc that wc as the com­
munity especially those who 
arc residing in villages have 
to  do something to  revive 
these dying springs.

Springs arc the under­
ground water sources created

comc to initiate meaningful 
measures and means to in­
crease the w ater discharge o f  
springs through various soil 
and water conservation treat­
ment measures. Springs arc 
used for multiple purposes, 
and besides supplying drink­
ing water to households and 
other home activities, water 
can be used for irrigation and 
for creating a living ecosys­
tem in a springshed area and 
is thus helpful in conserving 
the natural resources.

T h e  N A B A R D -  
S p ringshed  based  w ater­
shed development project is 
one such project which had 
been initiated in the field 
level with the main objec­
tive o f  reviving the dying 
springs, preservation o f  the 
undying  ones, increasing  
water discharge, afforesta­
tion. livelihood development 
with tlie overall objective o f 
oonscrv ing soil and w ater re­
sources. Such a project was 
first implemented in 2020 
by K rishi V igyan Kendra 
(KVK) West Khasi Hills in 
tw o villages o f  M airang- 
bah and Pyndengum iong  
under M airang  C  & RD 
Block with 300 households 
as b c n cfic iaric s . V arious 
treatment measures such as 
staggered trenches, affores­
tation. springtap chamber, 
water harvesting structure, 
dug out pond, tcrracing. etc. 
was demonstrated to achicvc 
lh<* projivt nh jcfliv rs I iv<V 
lihood components such as 
poultry , p iggery  farm ing, 
horticulture couplcd with ca­
pacity building programmes 
w ere also supported to the 
individual households. As 
climate change is a concern 
for mankind, villages could 
benefit from such a projcct 
to  a very large extent. Even 
in MGNREGA m ore such 
interventions could be in­
corporated by the VEC lo 
tap and preserve the water 
source a s every village in the 
hilly region has potential for 
such springs. Gradually such 
springs other than river water 
could boost water supply to 
the households especially for 
implementation o f  Jal Jccvan 
Mission (JJM ) for the larger 
benefit o f  the rural com ­
munity. T his is very much 
possible through community 
participation and coopera­
tion with all the stakeholders 
at the grassroots level.

(T h e  w r i te r  is  S M S  ( 
E xtension) K rish i Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK). West Khasi 
H ills and  can he reaches at 
ereneusmarhaniang(Ugmail. 
com).
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Elephant conservation in India: Still a long way to go
By M e e n a k s h i  I y e r

A s  th e  w o rld  o b s e r v e s  E l ­
e p h a n t  D ay  o n  A u g u s t  12 
to  r a i s e  a w a re n e s s  a b o u t  
p r e s e r v a t io n  a n d  p r o te c t io n  o f  

th e  la rg e s t  la n d  m a m m a ls ,  a to p  
I n d o - C a n a d i a i  c o n s e r v a t i o n ­
i s t  s a y s  In d ia  h a s  m i l e s  to  g o  
w h e n  it com c<  to  s a v in g  th e i r  
g e n tle  g ia n ts .  W ith  a lm o s t  1 ,2 0 0  
e le p h a n ts  k i l le d  in  th e  la s t  10 
y e a r s  a c r o s s  In d ia  2 4 5  o f  
th e m  in th e  p ast th r e e  y e a r s  in  
O d is h a  a lo n e  th e  g e n t le  g i ­
a n t s  a r e  a t  a g r a v e  r i s k ,  w ith  
j u s t  2 7 .0 0 0  lc :’t in  th e  c o u n try  
a t p r e s e n t .

A n d  w i th  K e r a l a  lo s i n g  58  
p e r  c e n t  o f  its  w i ld  e l e p h a n t s  
in  th e  la s t  s ix  y e a r s ,  a c c o r d ­
in g  to  a 2 0 2 3  fo re s t d e p a r tm e n t  
d a ta ,  th e re  " se e m s  n o  s e n s e  o f  
u r g e n c y  to  im p le m e n t s o lu t io n s  
a n d  d e a l  w ith  3 c r i s i s  u n f o ld in g  
in  I n d ia ,"  s a y s  m u l t ip le  a w a rd -  
w i n n i n g  w i l d l i f e  f i l m m a k e r  
a n d  e l e p h a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t .  
S a n g ita  Iy e r .

" In d ia  s t i l l  has  a  lo n g  w a y  to
g o  w h e n  it  c o m e s  to  e le p h a n t
c o n s e r v a t io n ,  in d  a p p r e c ia t in g  
th e  i n te r d e p e n d e n c ie s  o f  e v e r y  
c r e a t u r e  in  th i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  
w e b  o f  l i f e , "  I y e r ,  f o u n d e r  o f  
V o ice  fo r  A s ia n  E le p h a n ts  S o ­
c ie ty  (V F A E S ), to ld  IA N S  in  an 
i n te r v ie w .

T h e  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s
A c c o r d i n g  t o  K e r a l a - b o r n  

Iy e r .  In d ia  h a s  s o m e  o f  th e  b e s t 
w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t io n  la w s ,  b u t  
th e y  a re  n o t b e in g  e n fo r c e d .

"T h e  r e c e n tly  a m e n d e d  W ild ­
l i f e  P r o te c t io n  A c t 1972  ( S e c ­
t i o n  4 3 )  a l i o .v s  t h e  t r a n s f e r  
o f  e l e p h a n t s  b e tw e e n  s t a t e s ,  
c r e a t i n g  lo o p h o le s  th a t  w il l  be  
e x p lo i t e d ,  p o te n t ia l ly  e m b o ld ­
e n in g  i l l e g a l  e le p h a n t  c a p tu r e s .  
A d d i t io n a l ly ,  e v e n  th e  e x is t in g  
la w s  a re  n o t  b e in g  e n f o r c e d ,"  
sh e  s a y s .

C i t i n g  th e  t r a g i c  c a s e  o f  
a p r e g n a n t  e l e p h a n t  in  W e s t 
B e n g a l ,  w h o  :licd  l a s t  m o n th  
a f t e r  o f f i c e r s  a l l e g e d ly  d a r te d  
m is ta k in g  it fo r  a b u l l  e le p h a n t .

Iy e r  r u e s  th a t  m a n y  u n t r a i n e d  
f o re s t  o f f i c e r s  a re  g iv e n  th e  ta sk  
o f  p r o t e c t in g  e l e p h a n t s ,  w i ld ­
l i f e  a n d  th e  n a tu r a l  t r e a s u r e s  
o f  I n d ia ,  w h ic h  is  c a u s in g  a lo t 
o f  h a rm .

" W h a t a h e in o u s  c r im e  a g a in s t  
n a tu re  is  th i s ! !  N ow . th e  q u e s ­
t io n  i s ,  w il l  th e s e  o f f i c e r s  b e  
h e ld  a c c o u n t a b l e ?  W ill  th e y  
f a c e  th e  s e v e n - y e a r  j a i l  s e n te n c e  
a s  p e r  th e  W ild l i f e  P r o te c t io n
Act?"

A lo n g  w ith  B r i t i s h  M P H en ry  
S m i th ,  I y e r  h a d  a d d r e s s e d  th e  
U K  P a r l i a m e n t  in  J u n e ,  i m ­
p l o r i n g  I n d ia n  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  
a c t  u r g e n tly  in  th e  w a k e  o f  th e  
a l a r m i n g  n u m b e r  o f  e l e p h a n t  
d e a t h s  c a u s e d  b y  e l e c t r o c u ­
t io n ,  p o a c h in g  a n d  h a b ita t  lo s s ,  
a m o n g  o th e r  g r o w in g  th r e a ts .

C a l l i n g  O d is h a  th e  " l a r g e s t  
e le p h a n t  g r a v e y a r d " .  I y e r  to ld

th e  P a r l ia m e n t  th a t  " e l e c t r o c u ­
tio n  a n d  tr a i n  t r a c k  d e a th s  o f  
e l e p h a n t s  a r e  h a p p e n in g  a t an 
a la r m in g  a n d  a p p a ll i n g  ra te  in  
O d ish a  w h e re  m in in g  a n d  p o a c h ­
in g  a r c  o u t o f  c o n tro l " .

R a m p a n t m in in g  a s id e ,  r o a d ­
w a y s  a n d  r a i l w a y s  c u t t i n g  
th r o u g h  c o r e  f o r e s t s ,  i l l e g a l  
h u m a n  e n c r o a c h m e n t  a n d  u n ­
s u s t a in a b le  e x t r a c t io n  o f  f o r ­
e s t  r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  r e s u l te d  in  
e le p h a n ts  lo s in g  8 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  
th e i r  h a b i ta t s .

T h e  r o a r  v e r s u s  th e  t r u m p e t
T h i s  y e a r .  I n d ia  w i t n e s s e d  

a s u r g e  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  t i ­
g e r s ,  w h ic h  w e r e  e n d a n g e r e d  
a n d  on  th e  v e rg e  o f  e x t in c t io n  
d u e  to  m a s s iv e  p o a c h in g , w ith  
m e re  1 ,411 in  2 0 0 6  to  3 ,6 8 2  in  
2 0 2 2 .

C a l l i n g  t i g e r  c o n s e r v a t io n  in

In d ia  a m a s s iv e  s u c c e s s  s to r y , 
I y e r  s a y s  th a t  th e  P r o je c t  T ig e r  
a u th o r i t i e s  d id  a " p h e n o m e n a l  
jo b "  u s in g  th e  f u n d s  a l lo c a te d  
b y  th e  U n io n  g o v e rn m e n t ,  a n d  
in  c o m p a r is o n .  P ro je c t  E le p h a n t 
" s e e m s  to  h a v e  f a i l e d  m i s e r ­
a b ly " .

"N o b o d y  k n o w s  w h a t th is  u n it 
h a s  a c h i e v e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  
e x c e p t  p r o d u c e  th e  G a ja  r e p o r t ,  
a n d  c o n d u c t  e l e p h a n t  c e n s u s  
e v e r y  f iv e  y e a r s ,  a l th o u g h  e v en  
th a t  h a s  b e e n  s t a l l e d  d u e  to  
C o v id .  It h a s  n o w  b e e n  s e v e n  
y e a r s  s i n c c  th e  l a s t  e l e p h a n t  
c e n s u s  w a s  c o n d u c te d  in  2 0 1 7 ."  
I y e r  to ld  IA N S .

T h e  n e e d  f o r  a n  e l e p h a n t  
c e n s u s  is  a l l  th e  m o re  p r e s s ­
in g  to  u n d e rs t a n d  th e  e le p h a n t  
g e n d e r  r a t i o .  A c c o rd in g  to  Iy e r ,  
a s  o f  n ow . o n ly  4 .4  p e r  c e n t  o f  
th e  to ta l  e le p h a n t  p o p u la t io n  in

In d ia  a re  m a le s ,  w h ic h  is  c r e a t ­
in g  a s e r io u s  g e n d e r  d is p a r i ty  in 
th e  w ild . "A t th is  r a te ,  e le p h a n ts  
w il l  b c c o m c  e x t in c t  in  le s s  th a n  
10 y e a r s ,"  s h e  s a y s .

S im p le  m e a s u r e s  lo  
s a v e  p r e c io u s  liv e s  

A c c o rd in g  to  Iy e r ,  th e re  n e e d s  
to  be  an  a u th e n t i c  a c k n o w le d g e ­
m e n t  o f  th e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c in g  
th e  e l e p h a n t s  o f  I n d i a ,  a n d  a 
g e n u in e  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  im p le ­
m e n t te s te d  a n d  t r ie d  s o lu t io n s  
th a t  a re  w o rk in g  e l s e w h e re  in  
th e  w o rld .

To b e g in  w ith ,  s h e  s a y s  s im ­
p le  m e a s u r e s  l i k e  im p o s in g  
f in e s  f o r  to s s i n g  g a r b a g e  o u t  
o f  th e  t r a i n s  w o u ld  h e lp  s a v e  
e le p h a n ts ,  a s  th e y  c a n  s n i f f  o u t 
f o o d  f ro m  a s  f a r  a s  1 9 -2 0  km  
a w a y , u s in g  th e i r  h ig h ly  e v o lv e d  
o l f a c to r y  s e n s e s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  th e  d e c i s i o n  
m a k e r s  n e e d  to  b e  s e n s i t i s e d  
w ith  a w a r e n e s s  p r o g ra m s  s p e ­
c i f i c  to  e l e p h a n t s ,  t h e i r  v i ta l  
r o le  a s  c l im a te  m i t ig a t o r s  a n d  
e c o s y s t e m  e n g in e e r s ,  a n d  th e  
c a s c a d in g  e f f e c ts  o f  t h e i r  d i s ­
a p p e a r a n c e  f r o m  o u r  p l a n e t ,  
s a y s  Iy e r .

A n I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e ta r y  
F u n d  re p o r t e s t im a te s  th e  c a rb o n  
v a lu e  o f  c a c h  f o r e s t  e le p h a n t  a t
S 1.7 5  m i l l io n .

B u t o f  p a ra m o u n t im p o r ta n c e , 
s a y s  Iy e r ,  is  ta m in g  th e  j o b l e s s  
a n d  u n p r o d u c t i v e  y o u n g s t e r s  
in  th e  e le p h a n t  r a n g e  s t a te s  in  
I n d ia .

" T h e y  s i m p l y  d o n ' t  k n o w  
w h a t to  d o  w ith  th e i r  l im e .  S o , 
th e y  c h a s e  a n d  b u lly  e le p h a n ts ,  
a p u n is h a b le  o f fe n c e .  Y et. h a r d ­
ly  a n y  c h a r g e s  h a v e  b e e n  le v ie d  
b y  th e  s t a t e  o r  C e n t r a l  g o v e r n ­
m e n t a g a in s t  th e m . A n d  a few  
in s t a n c e s  in  w h ic h  c h a r g e s  h ad  
b e e n  l a id ,  a re  s t i l l  p e n d in g  in  
th e  c o u r t s , "  s a y s  I y e r ,  a N a r i 
S h a k ti  P u r a s k a r  r e c ip ie n t .

H a u n te d  b y  th e  p a in  a n d  s u f ­
f e r in g  o f  A si;in  e le p h a n ts .  Iy e r
a n d  V F A E S  h a v e  la u n c h e d  m o re  
th a n  a d o /o n  p r o je c ts  in  In d ia  
s in c e  2 0 1 8  in  c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  
g r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  
s t a t e  g o v e rn m e n ts .

S o m e  o f  th e s e  in c lu d c  p l a n t ­
in g  s a p l in g s  a n d  c re a t in g  w a tc r -  
h o le s  in  O d is h a  f o re s t s  by  e m ­
p lo y in g  t r ib a l  p e o p le :  in s t a l l in g  
ro a d  s ig n a g e s  a n d  te c h n o lo g y  to  
w a rn  tr u c k  d r iv e r s  in  e le p h a n t  
c r o s s i n g  / o n e s ,  a n d  b a r r i c a d ­
in g  m o re  th a n  100  o p e n  w e l ls  
in  O d is h a .

A p a r t  f r o m  p r o v i d i n g  e l e ­
p h a n t- f r ie n d ly  fe n c in g , Iy e r  a n d  
h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  h a v e  i m p l e ­
m e n te d  a  d e v ic e  c a l lc d  E le S e n sc , 
w h ic h  d e te c ts  th e  e le p h a n t  p r e s ­
e n c e  a r o u n d  5 0 0  m e tre .

A c c o rd in g  to  V F A E S , b e tw ee n  
J a n u a r y  I a n d  J u ly  12, 2 0 2 3 , 
E lc S c n s c  h a s  p o t e n t i a l l y  s a v e d  
161 e le p h a n ts  in  th e  D o o a rs  r e ­
g io n  o f  W est B e n g a l a lo n e .  It is  
in  d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  th e  a u th o r i ­
t ie s  in  O d is h a  to  im p le m e n t  th e  
t e c h n o lo g y .  ( IA N S )

The power of the scent!
By K u n a l  S h a r m a

I n th e  re a lm  o f  in t e r io r  d e s ig n  a n d  a r ­
c h i te c tu r e ,  m a n y  e le m e n ts  c o n t r i b u te  to  
th e  o v e r a l l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a  c o m m e r c ia l  

sp a c e .  T h e  la y o u t ,  l ig h t in g ,  c o lo u r s ,  a n d  
f u r n i tu r e  a r c  a l l  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s id e r e d  to  
c r e a t e  a n  a p p e a l in g  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l  e n v i ­
r o n m e n t .  H o w e v e r, o n e  a s p e c t  th a t  is  o f te n  
o v e r lo o k e d  b u t h o ld s  in c re d ib le  p o te n t ia l  in  
s h a p in g  th e  a tm o s p h e re  is  th e  s c e n t .

W o rk p la c e  s c e n t ,  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  S m c ll s -  
c a p in g ,  i s  th e  «.rt o f  u s in g  c a r e f u l ly  c h o s e n  
f r a g r a n c e s  to  c n h a n c c  th e  a m b ia n c e  a n d  
u s e r  e x p e r ie n c e  in  a  c o m m e r c ia l  s e t t i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  w o r k p l a c e .  T h is  o f te n  
u n d e re s t im a te d  s e n s o ry  e le m e n t  c a n  h a v e  a 
p r o fo u n d  im p a c t on  e m p lo y e e s ’ w e l l -b e in g ,  
c u s to m e r  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  a n d  o v e r a l l  b u s i ­
n e s s  s u c c e s s .  L e t 's  d e lv e  in to  th e  w o rld  o f

s m c l l s c a p in g  and  e x p lo re  w hy  it  sh o u ld  no t 
be  ig n o r e d  w h en  u n d e r s t a n d in g  d e s ig n  a n d  
b u i ld in g  b r ie f s  f o r  c o m m e r c ia l  s p a c e s .

L N I)E R S T A N D IN G  S . \ lE i . l .S C A P I N G
S m c ll s c a p in g  i s  m o re  th a n  j u s t  th e  a p ­

p l i c a t i o n  o f  p le a s a n t  f r a g r a n c e s  to  m a sk  
u n p le a s a n t  o d o rs .  It in v o lv e s  th o u g h t f u l ly  
c u r a t in g  s c e n ts  th a t  a l ig n  w i th  th e  b ra n d  
id e n t i t y  a n d  c c s i r e d  e m o t io n a l  r e s p o n s e  
o f  th e  s p a c e . L ike  a sy m p h o n y  c o n d u c to r ,  
s c c n t  d e s ig n e r s  m u s t  c o n s id e r  th e  h a rm o n y  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  a ro m a s  to  c re a te  a  c o h e s iv e  a n d  
c a p t iv a t in g  o l f a c to r y  e x p e r ie n c e .

C o m m e r c i a l  s p a c e s  c a n  b e n e f i t  g r e a t ly  
fro m  s m c lls c a p in g  d u e  to  th e  p o w e r f u l  c o n ­
n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  s c e n t  a n d  e m o tio n  W h en
w c  e n c o u n te r  a p a r t i c u l a r  s m e l l ,  it t r ig g e r s  
th e  o l f a c t o r y  b u lb ,  w h ic h  is  p a r t  o f  th e  
b r a in 's  l im b ic  sy s te m  - r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  e m o ­

tio n s  a n d  m e m o ry . T h is  d i r e c t  l in k  b e tw e e n  
s c e n t  a n d  e m o t io n  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  m o o d , 
b e h a v io u r ,  a n d  e v e n  d e c is i o n - m a k in g .  As 
su c h , s t r a t e g i c a l ly  i n c o r p o r a t in g  s c c n t  in to  
th e  d e s ig n  c an  p o s i t iv e ly  im p a c t  th e  o v e ra ll 
a tm o s p h e re  a n d  th e  p e o p le  w i th in  i t .

T H E  IM P O R T A N C E  O F  S C E N T  
IN  T H E  W O R K P L A C E  

W e l l- b e in g  a n d  P r o d u c t iv i t y :  T h e  w o rk ­
p la c e  e n v iro n m e n t g r e a t ly  a f f e c ts  e m p lo y e e  
w e l l - b e in g  a n d  p r o d u c t iv i ty .  S t u d ie s  have  
sh o w n  th a t  c e r ta in  s c e n ts ,  su c h  a s  p e p p e r ­
m in t a n d  c i t r u s ,  c a n  in c re a s e  a le r tn e s s ,  f o ­
c u s .  a n d  c o g n it iv e  p e rfo rm a n c e . I n tro d u c in g  
th e se  s c e n ts  in to  th e  w o rk p la c e  c a n  b o o s l 
e m p lo y e e s ’ e n e r g y  l e v e ls  a n d  c o n c e n t r a ­
tio n .  r e s u l t in g  in  h ig h e r  p r o d u c t i v i ty  and  
jo b  s a t i s f a c t io n .

R e d u c t i o n :  H i g h - s t r c s s  e n v i r o n m e n t s

c a n  ta k e  a to l l  on  e m p lo y e e s ' m e n ta l  and  
p h y s ic a l  h e a l th .  T h e  r ig h t  s c e n t  c a n  a c t  as 
a s t r e s s  r e l i e v e r ,  p r o m o tin g  r e la x a t io n  and  
r e d u c in g  a n x ie ty .  F r a g ra n c e s  l ik e  la v e n d e r  
a n d  c h a m o m i le  h a v e  c a lm i n g  p r o p e r t ie s  
th a t  c a n  c re a te  a m o re  s o o th in g  a tm o s p h e re , 
h e lp in g  e m p lo y e e s  m a n a g e  s t r e s s  m o r e  e f ­
f e c t iv e ly .

I d e n t i t y  a n d  C u s t o m e r  E x p e r i e n c e :  
S m e ll c a n  p la y  a s ig n i f i c a n t  r o le  in  s h a p ­
in g  a b r a n d 's  i d e n t i ty .  C o n s i s te n t ly  u s in g  
s p e c i f ic  s c e n ts  in  a c o m m e r c ia l  s p a c e  can  
c rc a te  a p o w e r fu l a s s o c i a t io n  w ith  th e  b ran d  
in  c u s to m e r s ' m in d s .  A d i s t i n c t  a n d  p l e a s ­
a n t s c e n t  c a n  e n h a n c e  th e  o v e r a l l  c u s to m e r  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  m a k in g  it m o re  m e m o r a b le  and
e n jo y a b le

E m o t i o n a l  C o n n e c t i o n :  S m e l l s  a r e  
c lo s c l y  l in k e d  to  m e m o ry  a n d  c a n  e v o k e  
p o w e r fu l e m o tio n s . B y  u s in g  s p e c if ic  sc en ts

th a t  a l ig n  w ith  p o s i t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  b u s i ­
n e s s e s  c a n  c r e a t e  e m o t io n a l  c o n n e c t io n s  
w i th  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  b r a n d  
lo y a l ty  a n d  re p e a t  v i s i t s .

E n h a n c e m e n t :  S m c l l s c a p in g  c o m p l e ­
m e n ts  o th e r  s e n s o ry  e le m e n ts  in  th e  d e s ig n , 
c r e a t i n g  a m u l t i - d im e n s io n a l  e x p e r ie n c e .  
J u s t  a s  l ig h t in g  a n d  c o lo r s  i n f lu e n c e  th e  
v is u a l  a s p c c t  o f  a s p a c c ,  s c e n t  c o n t r i b u te s  
to  th e  o v e r a l l  a m b ia n c e ,  m a k in g  ii  m o re  
im m e r s iv e  a n d  a p p e a l in g .

I N T E G R A T I N G  S .V 1 E L L S C A P IN G  
I N T O  D E S IG N  A N D  B U I L D  B R IE F S  
W h en  p l a n n in g  a c o m m e r c ia l  s p a c c .  it 

is  c r u c ia l  to  c o n s id e r  s m c l l s c a p in g  in  the  
d e s ig n  a n d  b u ild  b r ie f s .  I g n o r in g  th is  a s p e c t  
m e a n s  m is s in g  o u t  on  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  
c rc a te  a  h o l is t ic  a n d  im p a c t fu l  e n v iro n m e n t.  
H e re  a r c  s o m e  s te p s  to  in c o r p o r a te  sm e ll  
e s c a p in g  e f f e c t iv e ly :

T h e  B r a n d  a n d  S p a c c :  B e g in  b y  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  th e  b r a n d 's  v a lu e s , ta rg e t  a u d ie n c e , 
a n d  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  c o m m e r c ia l  s p a c e . 
T h is  w il l  h e lp  in  s e le c t in g  s c c n ts  th a t  a l ig n  
w ith  th e  b r a n d  id e n t i ty  a n d  r e s o n a te  w ith  
th e  in te n d e d  u s e r s .

A p p r o p r i a t e  S c c n t s :  C o n s id e r  th e  f u n c ­
t io n  o f  th e  s p a c c  a n d  th e  e m o tio n s  y o u  w an t 
to  e v o k e . F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a sp a  o r  w e l ln e s s  
c e n t e r  m a y  b e n e f i t  f ro m  c a lm i n g  s c c n t s ,  
w h i l e  a  r e t a i l  s t o r e  m ig h t  u s e  u p l i f t i n g  
s c c n ts  to  c r c a t e  a n  c n c r g c t i c  a tm o s p h e re .

B a la n c e :  I t 's  e s s e n t ia l  to  m a in ta in  c o n ­
s i s t e n c y  in  s c c n t  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  s p a c c ,  b u t 
a l s o  b e  m in d f u l  o f  n o t o v e rw h e lm in g  th e  
o c c u p a n ts .  S u b t le ,  w e l l-b a la n c e d  f ra g ra n c c s  
a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  a p o s i t iv e  im p a c t  
w i th o u t  b e c o m in g  o v e rp o w e r in g .

A d a p t :  B e f o r e  f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a 
s c c n t .  te s t  it in  th e  s p a c c  a n d  g a th e r  f e e d ­
b a c k  f ro m  e m p lo y e e s  a n d  c u s to m e r s .  B e 
w i l l i n g  to  a d a p t  th e  s c c n t  i f  n c c c s s a r y  to  
b e t t e r  s u i t  th e  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  th o s e  w h o  
f re q u e n t  th e  sp a c c .

I l c l p :  W o rk in g  w ith  s c e n t  d e s ig n e r s  o r  
f r a g ra n c e  e x p e r ts  c a n  e n s u re  th a t  th e  c h o sc n  
s c c n ts  h a rm o n i s e  w e l l w ith  th e  s p a c e 's  p u r ­
p o s e  a n d  b r a n d  id e n t i ty .  T h e y  c a n  p r o v id e  
v a lu a b le  in s ig h ts  in to  s c c n t  s c lc c t io n  a n d  
a p p l ic a t io n .

W o rk p la c e  s c c n t  o r  s m c l l s c a p i n g  i s  a 
p o w e r f u l  to o l  th a t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  u n d e r ­
e s t i m a t e d  w h e n  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  b u i ld i n g  
c o m m e r c i a l  s p a c e s .  B y  ta p p in g  in to  th e  
e m o t io n a l  a n d  m e m o r y  c o n n e c t io n s  t h a t  
s c c n t  c a n  c r c a te ,  b u s in e s s e s  c a n  e le v a te  the  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e i r  e m p lo y e e s  a n d  c u s to m ­
e r s  a l i k e .  A w c l l - c x c c u tc d  s m c l l s c a p i n g  
s t r a te g y  c a n  e n h a n c e  p r o d u c t iv i ty ,  re d u c e  
s t r e s s ,  a n d  s t r e n g th e n  b ra n d  id e n t i ty ,  m a k ­
in g  i t  an  e s s e n t i a l  e le m e n t  in  c r e a t i n g  s u c ­
c e s s f u l  a n d  m e m o r a b le  c o m m c r c ia l  s p a c e s .
A s b u s in e s s e s  s t r iv e  to  c r e a te  n ic a n in g f n l  
a n d  im m e r s iv e  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  th e  a r t  o f  
s m c l l s c a p in g  sh o u ld  n o t b e  ig n o r e d  in  d e ­
s ig n  a n d  b u i ld  b r ie f s .  ( lA N S I i fc )

Cardamom: The Superfood

W a n t to  m a in ta in  a  le a n  b o d y  w e ig h t  a n d  r e d u c e  fa t?  T h e  
h u m b le  c a rd a m o m  m a y  be  th e  p e r f e c t  o p t io n ,  a c c o rd in g  
to  a n e w  s tu d y  M at r e v e a le d  a r a n g e  o f  h e a l th  a n d  d ie ta r y  
b e n e f i t s  o f  c o n s u m in g  c a rd a m o m , in c lu d in g  in c re a s e d  a p p e t i t e ,  fa t 

lo s s  a n d  in f la m m a tio n  r e d u c t io n .
C a r d a m o m  is  a  p o p u la r  s p ic e  in  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  th e  w o r ld  a n d  

h a s  a  w a rm  h e rb a l  f la v o u r  a n d  a n  a ro m a  th a t  b le n d s  e u c a ly p tu s ,  
m in t a n d  p e p p e r .

R c s c a r c h c rs  a t th e  T ex a s  A & M  C o l le g e  o f  A g r i c u l tu re  a n d  L ife  
S c ie n c e s ,  c a l lc d  th e  s p ic e  a  " s u p e r f o o d " .

" W h a t w e f o u n d  is  th a t th i s  sm a ll  s p ic c  c a n  b u rn  c a lo r ic s  a n d  
m a in ta in  b o d y  w e ig h t w h ile  in c re a s in g  a p p e t i t e  a n d  fo o d  c o n s u m p ­
t io n ,"  s a id  p r in c ip a l  i n v e s t ig a to r  L u is  C 'is n c ro s - Z e v a l lo s  f ro m  th e  
v a rs i ty .

T h e  s tu d y ,  p u b l i s h e d  in th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  M o le c u la r  
S c ic n c c s ,  w a s  c o n d u c te d  u s in g  l iv e  a n im a l  s p e c im e n s  a n d  a p p lie d  
v a r io u s  d o s e s  o f  c a rd a m o m  s e e d s  in  a r e g u la r  d ie t .  R c s c a r c h c rs  
f o u n d  th a t  c a r d a m o m  in c re a s e s  a p p e t i t e  b u t a l s o  in c r e a s e s  e n e r g y  
e x p e n d i tu r e  a n d  fa t m a ss  r e d u c t io n ,  C i s n c r o s - Z c v a l lo s  s a id .

It a l s o  p r o v id e d  e s t im a te d  d o s a g e s  f o r  h u m a n s  -• at le a s t  77  m i l ­
l ig r a m s  o f  c a r d a m o m  b io a c t iv e s  f o r  an  a d u l t  a r o u n d  132 p o u n d s . 
It s ta te d  th is  b c n c f ic i a l  d o se  m a y  b e  o b ta in e d  f ro m  c o n s u m in g  a t 
l e a s t  e ig h t  to  10 c a rd a m o m  p o d s  e v e r y  day .

T h e  s tu d y  c o n f i r m e d  c a rd a m o m  m o d u la te s  n e u ra l  c i r c u i t s  th a t  
r e g u la te  a d ip o s e  t i s s u e  I '.poly s is  a n d  m ito c h o n d r ia l  o x id a t iv e  m e ­
ta b o lis m  in l iv e r  a n d  s k e le ta l  m u sc lc .

C i s n c r o s - Z c v a l lo s  s a i J  o th e r  r e la te d  s tu d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  c a r ­
d a m o m  h a s  a n t i - in f l a m m a to r y  p r o p e r t ie s .  H is  r e s e a r c h  in d ic a t e s  
th a t  c a r d a m o m  m a y  re d u c e  lo w - g ra d e  in f la m m a t io n  th a t  c a n  le a d  
to  c h ro n ic  in f la m m a tio n  a n d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a r a n g e  o f  d i s ­
e a s e s .

" O u r  te a m  h a s  d i s c o \ c r e d  a n  a m a z in g  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  u t i l i s e  
c a r d a m o m  a s  a  p r o m o te r  o f  o v e r a l l  h e a l th ,"  h e  s a id .

" C a rd a m o m  s e e d s ,  w ith  th is  n e w  f u n c t i o n a l i ty ,  c a n  b e  u s e d  in 
d i f f e r e n t  in d u s t r ie s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  s p o r ts  in d u s t ry , f u n c t io n a l  fo o d s  
a n d  d i e t a r y  s u p p le m e n ts  to  f a v o u r  th e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h e a l th i e r  
f o o d s ."

C i s n c r o s - Z c v a l lo s  s a id  th e  r e s e a r c h  s h o w e d  c a r d a m o m  c o n ­
s u m p t io n  h e lp e d  a p p c t i t ;  a n d  w e ig h t  lo s s .  H e b e l ie v e s  t h i s  new  
f u n c t i o n a l i ty  d is c o v e r e d  in  c a r d a m o m  c a n  b e  u se d  in  th e  g r o w ­
in g  m a rk e t o f  s p o r ts  n u t r i t i o n  o r  a s  an  a id  to  in c r e a s e  a p p e t i t e  in 
c o n v a lc s c c n t  p e o p le .

" T h e re  is  a w id e  ra n g e  o f  p o te n t ia l  h e a l th  p r o d u c ts  f o r  c a rd a m o m  
a n d  i t s  n a tu r a l l y  o c c u r r in g  c o m p o u n d s ,"  he  s a id .  ( IA N S )
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Beyond The Story: BTS and the world of K-non
I n a  c l im a tc  o f  e v e r - i n c r e a s in g  c o m p e t i t io n ,  

i t ' s  a r e a l  f e a t w h e n  a n y  b a n d  m a k e s  it  to  
t h e i r  t e n th  a n n i v e r s a r y  b i g g e r  th a n  e v e r .  

S u c h  is  th e  e a se  w ith  K -p o p  g r o u p  B T S ( s h o r t  fo r  
b a n g ta n  s o n y c o n d a n ,  " b u l l e tp r o o f  b o y  s c o u t s ”  in  
K o re a n ) .  T h e  b and  h a v e  r e le a s e d  th e i r  f i r s t  o f ­
f ic i a l  b io g ra p h y  B e y o n d  T h e  S to ry  to  lo o k  
b a ck  o n  th e i r  d e c a d e - lo n g  p a th  to  i n te r n a t i o n a l ,  
r c c o r d - b r e a k in ?  s u c c e s s .

I n i t i a l l y  ru m o u re d  to  be  a T a y lo r  S w if t  a u to ­
b io g r a p h y ,  p r e - o r d e r s  h a d  m a d e  th e  b o o k  a b e s t ­
s e l l e r  b e f o r e  its  s u b je c t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d .  I t w as  
re le a s e d  to  tic  in w ith  b o th  B T S 's  a n n iv e r s a ry  a n d  
th e ir  h ia tu s ,  u n d e rta k e n  s o  th a t th e  m e m b e rs  c o u ld  
e n ro l  in  m a n d a to ry  K o re a n  m i l i ta r y  s e r v i c c .

T r a i le r  f o r  B e y o n d  th e  S t o r y
F o r  f a n s  w h c  h a v e  b e e n  th e re  f ro m  th e  b e g in ­

n in g , th e  b o o k  is  a  s o u v e n i r  to  c o v e t .  F o r  w e s t ­
e rn  a u d ie n c e s  w ho  h a v e  d is c o v e r e d  K -p o p  m o re  
r e c e n t l y ,  i t ' s  p l e a s a n t  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  
g r o u p 's  e a r ly  in c u b a tio n  y e a r s .  H a v in g  s o ld  w e l l 
o v e r  4 0  m il l io n  a lb u m s  w o r ld w id e  a n d  b e c o m e  
th e  y o u n g e s t  e v e r  r e c ip ie n ts  o f  th e  S o u th  K o re a n  
O rd e r  o f  C u l tu ra l  M e ri t B T S a re  a m o n g  K o re a ’s 
m o s t in f lu e n t ia l  a m b a s s a d o r s .

B e h in d  T h e  S to ry  w a s  c o - w r i t te n  b y  S o u th  K o ­
rea n  jo u r n a l i s t  K ang  M y c o n g -sc o k  a n d  th e  b a n d 's  
s e v e n  m e m b e rs .  F o l lo w in g  th e  o ra l  h is to ry  fo rm at 
th a t h a s  b e n e f i te d  p o p u la r  m u s ic  jo u r n a l i s m  b o o k s  
s u c h  o s  L iz z y  G o o d m a n ’s  M e e t  M e  In  T h e  B a th ­
ro o m  ( 2 0 1 1 ) .  it t r a c k s  th e  b a n d 's  h is to r y  a c r o s s  
544  p a g e s , c u lm in a t in g  in  th e  r e le a s e  o f  th e i r  m o s t 
r e c e n t  a n th o lo g y  a lb u m . P r o o f  ( 2 0 2 2 ) .

O n e  b y  o n e . a n d  in  th e i r  ow n  w o rd s , w e  m e e t 
J - H o p e . K M . S u g a . J u n g k o o k ,  J in .  J im in  a n d  V. 
T h e y  r e c a l l  th e i r  n e rv o u s n e s s  a t  b e c o m in g  K -p o p  
t r a in e e s ,  th e i r  d if f e r e n t  m o t iv a t io n s  a n d  th e  p a r ts  
o f  p e r f o rm a n c e  th e y  f e l t  m o s t  v u ln e ra b le  a b o u t .  
E a c h  k n e w  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  to  w o rk  im p o s ­
s ib ly  h a rd  i f  th e y  w e r e  to  c o m p e te  a t  th e  le v e l  
K -p o p  c u l tu r e  d e m a n d s .

T h r o u g h  a n e c d o te s  b o th  h u m o r o u s  a n d  m o v ­
in g , w e  le a rn  how  th e y  b o n d e d  a s  a g r o u p .  T h e  
s e v e n  te e n a g e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  f ro m  c o m p le t e ly  d i f ­
f e r e n t  w a lk s  o f  l i f e ,  w e re  se t up  in  a b u n k  h o u se  
to  le a rn  ho w  l o s i n g  a n d  d a n c e  a s  a s l i c k  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  o u t f i t .

In  t e l l in g  the  s to r y  o f  B T S . B e y o n d  T h e  S to ry  
a ls o  te l l s  th e  s to ry  o f  K -p o p  a n d  ho w  i t s  d y n a m ic s  
h a v e  c h a n g e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s .  F a n s  w h o  c o t to n e d  
o n to  B T S  in  th e ir  in te r n a t i o n a l  b r e a k th r o u g h  e ra  
o f  s o n g s  s u c h  a s B o y  W ith  L u v  ( 2 0 1 9 )  o r  D y n a ­
m ite  ( 2 0 2 0 )  m ay a s s u m e  th a t  th e y  a lw a y s  t r a d e d  
in u p b e a t  p o p . But th e i r  e a r ly  y e a r s  w e r e  a c tu a l ly  
d e e p ly  r o o te d  ir  A m e ric a n  H ip -h o p . a g e n re  K -p o p  
h a s  b o r ro w e d  fro m  s in c c  th e  e a r ly  1 9 9 0 s .

W h ile  K -p o p  g r o u p s  o f te n  p r id e  th e m s e lv e s  on  
a  s ty l e  o f  p e r f e c t ly - s y n c h r o n o u s  c h o re o g ra p h y  
k n o w n  as k a lg u n m u  ( r a z o r - s h a r p  d a n c in g ) .  B T S ’s 
h ip - h o p  in f lu c r .e e  a l lo w e d  th e m  a c e r ta in  l o o s e ­

n e s s . T h e i r  m u s ic a l h y b r id i ty  h e lp e d  to  b r in g  th e ir  
in d iv id u a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  to  l i f e .

W h ile  i t  is  t r u e  th a t  K o re a n  m a n a g e m e n t c o m ­
p a n ie s  c lo s e ly  g u id e  th e i r  s t a r s ’ p u b lic  im a g e , a n d  
w o rk  th e m  h a rd  f ro m  a v e ry  y o u n g  a g e . B e y o n d  
T h e  S t o r y  c h a l l e n g e s  th e  s te r e o ty p e  o f  K -p o p  
a r t i s t s  a s  m e re  p e r f o rm a n c e  p u p p e ts .  T h e r e  a re  
s e v e r a l  m o m e n ts  w h e r e  m e m b e r s  r e c a l l  d i r e c t  
in v o lv e m e n t  in  s t y l i n g ,  c h o re o g ra p h y  o r  s o n g -  
w r i t in g .  T h e y  a ls o  d is c u s s  u s in g  th e ir  p la tf o rm  
to  s p e a k  up  o n  a r a n g e  o f  s o c ia l  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  
i s s u e s .

T h e  g r o u p ’s f o u n d in g  la b e l  B ig  H it w a s  c o n ­
s id e r e d  s m a ll  w h e n  th e y  l a u n c h e d .  T h is  m e a n t  
t h e  g r o u p  w e re  f r e q u e n t ly  u n d e re s t im a te d  e v e n  
m o c k e d  by th e i r  p e e r s .  B ut th is  u n d e rd o g  s ta tu s  
e n c o u r a g c d  th e m  to  e x p e r im e n t  w ith  C1Y fo rm s  o f  
s e l f - p r o m o t io n .  T h e  m e m b e rs  b lo g g e d  d i r e c t ly  to  
a g ro w in g  f a n b a s c . f o r  e x a m p le , in s te a d  o f  r e ly in g  
o n  m a n a g e m e n t - l e d  c h a n n e ls .

I t 's  a  m o d e l th a t  h a s  p a id  o f f .  T h o u g h  K -p o p  
s t i l l  e v o k e s  im a g e s  o f  im p r e s s iv e  p o l sh  a n d  u n i ­

so n  p e rf o rm a n c e , n e w e r  g r o u p s  su c h  a s  S e v e n te e n . 
L e S e r ra f im  a n d  T o m o r ro w  X T o g e th e r  h a v e  be en  
a b le  to  d e v e lo p  a m o d e l w h ic h  m a tc h e s  f e a ts  o f  
d a n c e  a th le t ic i s m  w ith  m o re  v u ln e r a b le ,  p e rs o n a l  
ly r ic i s m .  T h is  a l lo w s  th e m  to  b e  b o th  r c la ta b lc  
a n d  a s p i r a t io n a l  fo r  w o r ld w id e  a u d ie n c e s .

A n e w  w a v e  o f  m u s i c  b i o g r a p h y
S o m e  p r io r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  K -p o p  in d u s t ry  

m a y  b e  r e q u ir e d  to  g e t  th e  m o s t  o u t  o f  th e  b o o k  
(k n o w in g  ho w  g r o u p s  a re  ty p ic a l ly  a s s e m b le d , fo r  
e x a m p le ,  o r  how  c o m p e t i t iv e  K o re a n  TV' s h o w s  
w o rk ) .  B u t a s  a c o n t r i b u t io n  to  m o d e rn  m u s ic  
j o u r n a l i s m .  B e y o n d  T h e  S to ry  i s  v a lu a b le .  A s 
th e y  le a r n  o f  th e  b a n d 's  in s a t i a b l e  w o rk  e th ic ,  
d i s c ip l in e  a n d  b r o th e r ly  c o m m itm e n t ,  r e a d e r s  w ill  
fe e l a s  i f  th e y  k n o w  e a c h  o f  th e  s e v e n  m e m b e rs  
m u c h  b e t te r ,  w ith  a d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  ho w  
th e i r  m u s ic  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  s in c c  th e i r  d e b u t .

I t ’s a l s o  h ig h ly  v i s u a l .  L u s h  p h o to g r a p h y  
n e a t ly  p u n c tu a te s  th e  c h a p te r s ,  g u id in g  th e  r e a d e r  
s m o o th ly  th r o u g h  e a c h  B T S  e ra .  W ith  p a g e s  th a t

m a rk  th e  t r a c k  l i s t i n g s  a n d  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  o f  
e a c h  r e le a s e ,  i t ’s  e a s y  to  tu r n  to  y o u r  f a v o u r i te  
a lb u m  o r t r e a t  th e  b o o k  a s  a r e f e r e n c e  te x t  -  a 
th o u g h t f u l ,  e n c y c lo p a e d ic  b lu e p r i n t  f o r  f u tu r e  
a r t i s t  b io g r a p h ie s  to  c o n ic .

T h e  u se  o f  Q R  c o d e s  th r o u g h o u t  ( 3 3 0 , to  be  
e x a c t)  is  a l s o  a s m a r t  in n o v a tio n ,  r e c o g n is in g  th a t 
fa n s  m ig h t w a n t to  r e m in is c e  a b o u t  ( o r  d is c o v e r )  
th e  g r o u p 's  m u s ic  v id e o s ,  d a n c e  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  
v id e o  lo g s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  a s  th e y  r e a d .  In th is  
w ay . th e  b o o k  b e c o m e s  a l iv in g  m u s e u m , t r u ly  
im m e r s iv e  a n d  in te r a c t iv e .

O f  c o u r s e ,  th e  B T S  s to r y  is  f a r  f ro m  o v e r .  
A m id  th e i r  h ia tu s ,  th e  m e m b e rs  a rc  e x p e r ie n c in g  
in t e r n a t i o n a l  s u c c e s s  w ith  s o lo  s in g l e s .  J im in  
r e c e n t ly  b e c a m e  th e  f i r s t  K o re a n  s o lo i s t  to  to p  
th e  U S  b i l l b o a r d  c h a r t s .

A t a tim e  w h e n  K -p o p  f e e ls  b ig g e r  th a n  e v e r ,  
th e i r  s u c c e s s  s to r y  c a n  o n ly  in s p i r e  o th e r s  w h o  
a r e  r e a d y  to  r id e  th e  u n s to p p a b le  K o re a n  w a v e  to  
r e a c h  for t h e i r  d r e a m s ,  o r  in d e e d ,  f o r  th e i r  lo c a l  
b o o k s to r e .  (T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘Star - Gazing’
B y  Pt. Ajai B ham bi Sunday, AUGUST 13, 2023

‘8irthday Forecast'
Venus teml tertie Mm on your toll ? return chart and w« g*o good results. 
You wil become very aclve and wil finishyour job m9i ease. Your colleagues 
will Mo give you ful support and cooperaton. You will suddenly get promo­
tion i\ your job You wil a Ho tako a major decision to eipand your buttons 
in partnership or collaboration. Your financial position is going to be good. 
You will a Ho get mono/ from tomewtare The favoraW* placement of ptanets 
*ac«e* the benefits and your fame van aho Increase You will wort very 
hard. You will also loo< after your famty elders wel. Even your health is go­
ing lo be wondcrU You vwl have a (feasant reiatonthip wih your spout* 
par tie; You wil be haiing plans to go on a short trip with your family for fun 
and relaxation you wtl enjoy.

•Thts week for you’
Aries: (March 21 - April 20 )N is going lobe an amaong week for you. The 

graph »f your self respec t, dignity and popularity wil go upwards. 
You wtlbegetteigncwjob offersand you workpotcrtfiatwilpeak, 
You r contacts wi*i big otfidab and seniors will prove beneficial 

O  Your*otkwligetccffl{<etedsmoothlyYouwllhavonothortage
of money. You wil MMl all of your duees and respcnubitos 
Peopk will observe your capabi&tes and potentials. Love birds 

V. wil hjve a great wee* There win be sweetness In mar (at lie
Studeits wifi dear competitive exams/interview. Take business 
relate* decisions carefully. You win improve your relations with 
famllymembers and get along wel

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21 )k is a favorable **ek for you. You wi« finish 
a I the ta sis that you left pending for a long time In th it you wil 
get tipport of your wnwi and colleagues. New opportunities 
wil brng peace and happiness in your life. You wiU acteeve tie 

r  largH; you have set at your worfc The people know n to you wll 
be aware of your inteltgenee, creatvty and potentials Meeting 

I H v  wih ai influential person wil ooen uo doors of orogress foryou 
I j l j  And y«j will benefit a lot in the future Your Boss and ccfteagues 

wil be satisfied with your work. You win take wise invesknents 
deosons. The pianeury position will favor you a lot. The com­
munication between couples wil bo good They win understand 
the feelngt of each other well

Gomlnl : (May 22 - June 21)For nose who are currently looking for 
new jib opportunities wil ccme up al of a sudden. You wil 
purchase new items for your home. You wll show a preference 

_ .  for nxnoy related matters and ideas You w>» have no shortago 
fcr of moiey. Your ideas wil also get implemented. You will have 

financial bonefts Thegraphofyoupopubritywillgoupwards 
^ | U J r v  Decisions taken after a lot of ei inking at your work wil Increase 

your monetary benefits. You wil move forward in your ife with 
positl’o thoughts You wit be interested m some new work too 
You wl have wonderful bonding with you Me partner. Students 
wil dc well in exams.tnterv.ew and wil gee success

Cancer : (June 22- July 22) Your contact l«st will be full ye( you will have 
new trends You wil have some proUems at your work (iace but 
y our kns ions wU ease. You wi I get s upport oi your cd )e agues and 
subor Jinates at your workplace. Misunderstanding with friends 
and nlatves gong on trom a long tme wui get removed. You 
wil be very particular about your business and will Me correct 
deosOns. Your cMdrtn *.t alto do well in thctr studies. You 
wil depot! fundt for children's Mure. You will be appreciated 
by nev people for business. Financial condtons wil atso be 
favorctteforyou You wia remain busy in bank related acvrities 
Income wll keep rising.

Leo : (July 23 - August 23) it«  going lo be a wonderful week You wil 
receive money wifi your efforts. You will also consider yourseM 
lucky and fortunate New job'butinest offert wll ccene to you 
Your facus will be on you work. Your fate wi.'l atso take a favor- 
able tarn. Sudden problems facing in your life will come to an 
end. Yxjww behave af!Ktonalety with chfdron and other family 
members. You will atso enjoy your He to the fUtesl You will also 
eamrroney Students will cfearcompetiiont or interview People 
wil late advise from you and will also praise you a lot Your mind 
wil b< stat«o and you wH uke correct decisions.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22)Your lime will be well spent You 
wil hrre no shortage of money Your good nature and qualities 

,  wiieometonetoreTcuwttiattomaxeotnefsnappy.TOuwiibe 
H r ' veryp-acticalinyourbusinessdealngs.Somepositiveinadenee 

wil ta«t place which you had never Imagned You wtu be busy
•  with yjur wort andwil not give tine lo anything else. Students

will do Mil inexam«tatervlew. You wil be mitt ahead c* peopio 
ri terms of achievements and thoughts New dcors otopportunity 
will open up for you. You will get success in whatever you do 
Money that was blocked wli come to you It it a favorable week 
for you Those who are single wil plan to get married.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) Therewtibeinmcreatelnyour 
prestige and tame. Your eicomplete work wil jet computed with 
case. MoetngtwtPi seme pcrtcm wil be meaning! J  You wil 
be devoted to you workibushess. You wil be able lo cross all 
hurtfes and move ahead in your ife. Your intention regard«ig a 
partcular work wil not be questioned. You wil remain heaiVry, 
fit and feel at ease. You wil get connected lopeople m general. 
Working women wil perform wt« Jupter wll bring lot of suc­
cess. You wit alto be abk> to ettatf4h a lota balance between 
work and home. You wia also get success in business. There 
it ttrong desire to earn money and you Mil be successful in 
your pursuit You wil hare a magnetic strength lo draw people

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)ltisawonCfcrfullme. You wil 
get the ei peeled assstance from you bosses and colleagues. 
Alter miial hard work, victory wll be eventutfy yours You wil 
buy and sell new property. You wilt also do your work with utmost 
<kdlcat«n and sincerity, You will take tcenewortlo complete 

| k  withapUflnedafprciach.Thettanetaryt'tjatonwilonceagaln 
> I "  become tavorabfe You wil be busy in mediation, prayers and 

doing noble deeds. You win acheve material success You will pay 
attention to increase your income. You can ats> go on abusiness 
trip You will devoteerilretmwtohome and fanly. Business and 
trade wil be your first preference and wil M  attention

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21) t is going to be a 
wonderful wet*. You wil be full of vigour an* enriu vasm You 
will have monetary gains. You will get an oppcrtunity to attend a
nisi wye IuiKliwn. Yuuwin Imv* lw»i'ii»«iU|uy In yvui M« In
abundance. You wil take nsptrabco from sooe per sen and wil 
easily achieve you objectives God s bfesstrgs wll be on you. 
You will get success In oxamtftnteiviow. You wil focus your 
attention on you priorities You wil also reidve your fanm.y 
business mailers 8y taking advice trom yea tamiy members 
you will do tomethng new. You wil have nice feefrngt for 
scmeone. You dreams of fulfilling all your tasks wll be realized 
Your health wil be fine.

Capricorn : (December 22 • January 20)YourkmewUlbespê t 
nicely. You wil make good progress h your obbusiness. The 
transt of Jupier and Saturn will bring stabiky In your career. 
There are strong chances of getting money. Your priority wil 
be the importance of reeasonttipt-Thitthoî hi will make you 

JJ H v  much loved and will bring you more closer lofou wen withers 
M  Themrtunderstandings.obsUcles andideoioticald«erences3t

your workp’ace wiiiccme loan end. You will grt the company of 
scene friends or rebtve. You will establsh contact with people 
of the same mcntatty. You wll get new job oilers Students wil 
do wel R « time to look ahead in your life,

Aquarius : (January 21 • February 18)You struck work wil gather 
momentum and you willccmptete your work w*i ease You work 
will be appreciated and aHo your set confidince will increase.

_ You will recctve your loaned money back. *ou will atso look
out tor a lie partner if you are tta smgte Rimer than gettng 

J R . into a controversy you will try lo sofce your aroblcms tirough 
 ̂ ' negotiations. There will be an increase in your self eonfiderce 

and strength. You vwn work very hard In all folds whether It It 
politics, media or sports. Your earnings will kc good so wil be 
yourbusnestlwuiprotpcrandflourith Youwtibeverycareful 
on faancial matters You will aisoget lot of naiw, popularity and 
respect You win also ptan to travel abroad

Plscos : (February 19 - March 20) II it an excellerl woe* m lermt o!
money. You wil periorm all yourtatkt m a new vay. Your probWmt 
will get solved. You personalty wil be feart»s and inspiring. 
You wll do new bus ess You wli have monetary gans Yc-j 
will also make appropriate use ot time. You efforts will atso be 
apciauded al around. You wil be careful in (very respect. You 
will face tough chalenget in you butinets -I us band and wife 
win nave coroal relation* students wli get tuccess in cxamsi 
Interview You stv*or off<alt win be happ/ with your work. 
Your confidence and morale wil be high. You wil try to improve 
yourself in alt aspect Financial happiness wil increase.

How many pairs o f jeans 
do you actually need?

T h e  K d g y  S t a t e m e n t :  D i s t r e s s e d  
J e a n s :  A d d  so m e  e d g e  a n d  p e r s o n a l i ty  to  y o u r  
d e n im  c o l le c t io n  w ith  d is t r e s s e d  j e a n s .  W ith  s t r a ­
te g ic a l ly  p la c e d  r ip s  a n d  te a r s ,  th e s e  j e a n s  e x u d e  
a c a s u a l  a n d  r e b e l l io u s  v ib e . T h e y  p a i r  w e l l w ith  
g r a p h ic  te c s ,  c ro p  to p s ,  a n d  s n e a k e rs ,  p e r f e c t  fo r 
c r e a t i n g  l a id - b a c k  a n d  e f f o r t le s s ly  c o o l  o u t f i t s .  
D is tr e s s e d  j e a n s  a r e  a g r e a t  c h o ic e  fo r  a c a s u a l  
d a y  o u t  o r  a m u s ic  f e s t iv a l .

T h e  F i g u r e - F l a t t e r i n g  C h o i c e :  S k i n n y  J e a n s :  
F o r  th o s e  w h o  lo v e  to  f la u n t  th e i r  f ig u r e ,  sk in n y  
je a n s  a re  a  m u s t .  T h e s e  s l i m - f i t  j e a n s  h u g  y o u r  
le g s  a n d  p r o v id e  a s le e k  a n d  s ty l i s h  lo o k . S h o w  
o f f  th o s e  k i l l e r  h e e ls  o r  tu c k  th e m  in to  ta l l  b o o ts  
fo r a  f la t te r in g  e f f e c t .  S k in n y  j e a n s  c a n  be  d re s se d  
up  w ith  a b lo u s e  a n d  b l a z e r  f o r  a  s e m i- f o r m a l  
e v e n t  o r  d r e s s e d  d o w n  w ith  a c a s u a l  te e  f o r  e v ­
e ry d a y  w e a r.

a r e  m a k in g  a c o m e b a c k  in  th e  f a s h io n  w o rld . 
T h e s e  r e t r o - i n s p i r e d  p a n ts  f e a tu r e  a t i g h t  f i t  
a r o u n d  ih c  h ip s  a n d  th ig h s ,  g r a d u a l ly  w id e n in g  
fro m  th e  k n e e  d o w n . T h ey  c r e a t e  a f l a t t e r in g  s i l ­
h o u e tte  and  a rc  a n  e x c e l le n t  c h o ic c  fo r  e lo n g a tin g  
th e  le g s .  P a ir  th e m  w ith  p la tf o rm  s h o e s  o r  c h u n k y  
h e e ls  for a n o d  to  th e  *70s f a s h io n  e ra .

T h e  F i g u r e - E n h a n c i n g  O p t i o n :  I l i g h - W a i s t c d  
J e a n s :  H ig h - w a is t c d  j e a n s  a re  a  g a m c - c h a n g c r  
fo r  th o s e  s e e k in g  a f l a t t e r in g  a n d  c o m f o r ta b le  
f i t .  T h e  h ig h e r  w a i s t l in e  a c c e n tu a t e s  th e  n a tu ra l  
w a i s t ,  g iv in g  th e  i l l u s io n  o f  lo n g e r  le g s  a n d  a 
m o re  d e f in e d  w a i s t l in e .  T h e s e  je a n s  c o m e  in  v a r i ­
o u s  s ty l e s ,  f ro m  sk in n y  to  w id c - lc g .  c a t e r i n g  to  
d i f f e r e n t  b o d y  s h a p e s .  H ig h - w a is t c d  je a n s  p a i r  
w e l l  w ith  tu c k c d - in  b lo u s e s ,  c ro p  to p s ,  a n d  e v e n  
sw ea te rs , d u r in g  th e  c o ld c r  m o n th s .  ( lA N S l i fe )

T h e  A l l - R o u n d e r :  C l a s s i c  B l u e  
J e a n s :  S t a r t  w ith  th e  c l a s s i c  b lu e  
je a n s  i f  y o u 'r e  g e t t in g  ju s t  o n e  p a ir .  
T h is  t im e le s s  p ie c e  n e v e r  g o e s  o u t 
o f  s ty l e  a n d  s e rv e s  a s  th e  f o u n d a tio n  
o f  y o u r  d e n im  c o l l e c t i o n .  C h o o s e  
a m e d iu m  w a s h  w i th  a  s t r a i g h t  o r  
s l i m - c u t  s i l h o u e t t e .  C l a s s i c  b lu e  
j e a n s  e f f o r t l e s s ly  p a ir  w i th  t - s h i r t s ,  
s h i r t s ,  b lo u s e s ,  a n d  e v e n  l ig h t  s w e a t ­
e rs .  T h e y  a rc  v e r s a t i le  a n d  e v e r g re e n ,  
m a k in g  th e m  a m u s t -h a v e  f o r  e v e r y  
w a r d r o b e .

T he S o p h i s t i c a t e d  E s s e n t i a l :  B la c k  
J e a n s :  W h en  y o u  n e e d  to  a d d  a to u c h  
o f  s o p h is t ic a t io n  to  y o u r  d e n im  g a m e , 
tu rn  to  b la c k  je a n s .  T h e s e  s le e k  a n d  
s t y l i s h  j e a n s  c a n  e a s i l y  t r a n s i t i o n  
fro m  a d a y  a t  th e  o f f i c e  to  a n ig h t  
o u t  w ith  f r i e n d s .  P a i r  th e m  w i th  a 
w id e  a r r a y  o f  to p s ,  f ro m  c a s u a l  te c s  
to  d r e s s y  b lo u s e s .  T h e  d a rk  h u e  c r e ­
a te s  a  s l im m in g  c f f c c t ,  f l a t t e r in g  fo r  
a l l  b o d y  ty p e s .

T h e  R e la x e d  C o m f o r t :  B o y f r ie n d  J e a n s :  I f  y o u
c ra v e  c o m fo r t  w ith o u t  s a c r i f i c i n g  s ty l e ,  g o  fo r  
b o y f r i e n d  je a n s .  T h e s e  r e la x e d - f i t  j e a n s  h a v e  a 
lo o s e  a n d  l a id - b a c k  f e e l ,  p e r f e c t  f o r  la z y  w e e k ­
e n d s  o r  ru n n in g  e r r a n d s .  P a i r  th e m  w ith  a f i t te d  
to p  a n d  ro ll u p  th e  c u f f s  f o r  a c h ic  a n d  e f f o r t le s s  
lo o k . B o y f r ie n d  je a n s  a d d  a to u c h  o f  n o n c h a la n c e  
to  a n y  o u t f i t ,  m a k in g  th e m  a v a lu a b le  a d d i t io n  to  
y o u r  d e n im  c o l le c t io n .

T h e  R e t r o  R e v iv a l :  F l a r e d  J e a n s :  F l a r e d  je a n s

By N. l-o thungheni H um tsoe

J e a n s  e f f o r t l e s s l y  b le n d  s ty l e  a n d  c o m f o r t ,  
m a k in g  th e m  a t im e le s s  w a r d r o b e  s t a p l e .  
T h e y  a d a p t  to  a n y  s i t u a t i o n ,  w h e th e r  y o u 'r e  

d r e s s in g  up  fo r  a c a s u a l  o u t in g  o r  k e e p in g  it la id -  
b a ck  f o r  a w e e k e n d  a t  h o m e .

B u t w ith  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s o  m a n y  s ty l e s ,  
w a s h e s , a n d  c u ts ,  i t ' s  e a s y  to  a c c u m u la t e  a m o u n ­
ta in  o f  d e n im .

S o . A m o l K a d a n i,  th e  H e a d  D e s ig n ,  o f  S p y k a r  
g u id e s  u s  th r o u g h  th e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  
o f  je a n s  a n d  d is c o v e r  th e  id e a l  d e n im  
c o l lc c t io n  f o r  e v e r y  f a s h io n - f o rw a rd  
in d iv id u a l .
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ALC: A platform for farmers to 
co-learn and co-create knowledge

Indian govt steps into mould o f British 
who considered themselves aliens

Claim of exorcising 
Indian criminal law of 
colonial spell is a sham

By K Raveendran

People of India  
shortchanged

Editor,
The editorial "N o Con­

fidence Motion is a serious 
business** (ST  Aug 12.2023) 
nutdc interesting reading. II 
is a  fact that No Confidence 
Motion is a serious business 
but the recent No Trust Mo­
tion in Lok Sabha w as to 
woo Narendra Modi, Prime 
Minister to  attend the House 
o f  the People (Lok Sabha) so 
(hat he speaks on Manipur. 
Unfortunately, ii w as not the 
way ihc Opposition planned 
and narratives !>ecame the 
name o f  tlx; gam;. The editor 
has rightly pointed out that 
" there  is neither need for 
rhetoric (Jum la)or diatribes 
and  certa in ly  Parliam ent 
is no placc for personal at­
tack such as "Naamdar" to 
suggest 'dynasty* and wc 
know who the d irt is aimed 
at". Politics in >ur country 
is not only polarised but it 
has com e to such a level 
tha t som eone has r igh tly  
said. "Pow er will go to the 
hands o f  rascals, rogues, 
freebooters; all Indian lead­
ers w ill b e  o f  low calibre 
a n d  m en o f  slraw . T h ey  
w ill have  sw eet tongues 
and  silly hearts. They will 
fight am ongst them selves 
for power and India will be 
lost in political squabbles." 
Even if  Winston Churchill

never said these words, the 
one  w h o  fram ed them  is 
highly intelligent. Shyama 
Mandal says: "Take a look 
at this publication  "Hindu 
R egeneration . V olum e 3" 
(1973) page 400. seems to be 
by Bharat Sc\tishrum Sangba 
(a right-wing Hindu oig). The 
text reads: " ...th is  juncture 
is (o hand over the destiny 
o f  hungry millions into the 
hands o f  rascals, rogues and 
freebooters. Not a bottle o f  
water o ra  loaf o f  bread shall 
escape taxation: only the air 
will be free." It is very similar 
to  the miscrcditcd Churchill 
line above. Shyama Mandal 
speculates that these quotes 
were generated by the right 
wing Hindutva folks to ma­
lign the Congress Party but 
it seems that has prophesied 
th e ir  c u rren t co n d itio n " . 
M any if  not all politicians 
have been showing "Wc the 
People," a fool's paradise. It 
is time people should teach 
these politicians to run de ­
mocracy by w ords and deeds, 
not rhetoric (Jumla).

Wc should not be proud 
that the W orld B ank's la t­
est data shows India is ihc 
world's sixth-largest econo­
my, eclipsing more advanced 
econom ies such as France 
and Canada. The country has 
the fourth-highest num ber 
o f  billionaires on the planet, 
clocking in at 166 according 
to research by O xfam India.

It w as for the first time in 
the history o f  the state that 
tw o projects under MBMA. 
namely Agroccology Learn­
in g  C irc le s  and  N atu ra l 
Resource M anagement ap­
proach under the World Bank 
Fun d e d  C o m m u n ity -L ed  
L an d s ca p e  M an ag e m en t 
Pro jec t (C L L M P ) shared  
the same forum. It is also for 
the first tim e that the farm­
ers were given a prominent 
spacc in the program as they 
not on ly  shared  the ir best 
prac ticcs but a lso  debated 
am ongst them selves on is­
sues related to their lives. It 
was a lso  the only program 
where thcrc were no politi­
cians to grace the function 
and  media presence at the 
event was a lso  scan t. The 
event h igh ligh ted  various 
spheres o f  indigenous natu­
ral landscape management 
and solutions that have been 
successfully implemented by 
different communities.

The w orkshop also served 
as a platform for networking 
and  c o llab o ra tio n  am ong 
ind ig e n o u s c om m un ities , 
fostering a sense o f  solidarity 
and collcclivc action toward 
achieving resilient and inno­
vative natural resource man­
agement practices. Whether 
this is the way forward for 
the farm ers o f  the state, is 
the question on everybody's 
mind.

In tcr-lca rn ing  am ongst 
Ihc  pro jcc t u n d e r MBM A

Ihc first session was shar­
ing best practiccs from the 
project namely ‘Empow er­
ing ind igenous com m un i­
tie s  th rough  A groccology 
Learning Circles (ALC) for 
resilient, integrated and in­
novative  natura l resource  
m anagem ent.' Six farmers 
presen ted  the ir  best p rac ­
ticcs on three different topics, 
namely, knowledge on prac­
tice for the management o f  
soil, knowledge on practice 
for the management o f  pests, 
and knowledge on practice 
for the management o f  seeds. 
The second session was shar­
ing C LLM P best practices 
which included a speech on 
Forest m anagem ent plan. 
Pay m e n t fo r E co -systcm  
services, living root bridges, 
water resource management 
at M aw teibah  v illage , Ri 
Bhoi Traditional Healer As­
sociation, and Reclamation 
o f  mining-affcctcd land. 
S ha ring  and  C o-learning

D espite the impediment 
o f  translation between Khasi. 
Ciaro. and  English the ses­
sion w as very interactive in 
which the farmers asked cach 
other questions on an issue 
which is dear to their hearts. 
F a rm ers  and  com m u n ity  
members from diverse fields 
shared their knowledge and 
experiences , em phasizing  
ihc importance o f  traditional

as well a s  a large affluent 
middle class. Cities such as 
Mumbai boast soaring sky­
scrapers and the country also 
has a national spacc agency, 
both o f  w hich a rc  c lassic  
signs o f  a wealthy nation. But 
we cannot bask on all these 
bccausc ihc gap between the 
rich and poor m em bers o f  
India's 1.4 billion population 
is g laring . Poverty is  rife 
and, according lo the World 
Poverty Clock, m ore than 44 
million people (around 3% 
o f  the total population) are 
liv ing  in ex trem e poverty 
and surviving on just 51.90 
(Rs 157.40) o r less a day. 
More shockingly, as much as 
ha lf o f  the population doesn't 
have access to safe drinking 
water, while child mortality 
rates remain alarmingly high. 
These are the pressing issues 
tha t ou r p a rliam en ta rian s 
have to address.

Let us not forget that at 
our (People o f  India's) ex­
pense M em bers o f  Parlia­
ment are draw ing salaries, 
da ily  a llo w an c es  e tc ., to 
a ttend  P arliam ent besides 
constituency allowances, of­
fice expenses etc. Their wage 
is tax free and com es with 
additional perquisites such 
as free petrol, free telephone 
calls and free housing. Most 
household expenses, furni­
ture. electricity, water, laun­
dry, is also paid for. Members
o f  P a rliam en t travel any-

e c o lo g ic a l know ledge  in 
sustainable resource manage­
ment. It was the first time that 
the farmers asked questions 
and farmers ilso  answered. 
Hence in a sense it is not only 
sharing but it is co-lcarning 
between them. Ihc enthusi­
asm  was such that during the 
session on the following day, 
the fanners w ire unanimous 
on the need lohave a regular 
forum like this for them to 
share their best practices and 
problems.

G overnm ent's 
different Initiatives

In ihc governm ent’s e f­
forts to  provide a livelihood 
to the people and help them 
improve their economy, it has 
made so man* interventions 
to  ach icvc  lie  goals. S e lf  
H elp G roups prom oted by 
Meghalaya State Rural Live­
lihood Society have done a 
com nicndabk jo b  noi only 
helping create livelihood op ­
portunities for ihc womenfolk 
in the state but have also been 
able to empower them.

The MBMA itself has a 
bouquet o f  livelihood pro­
gram s like  F a rm ers’ C o l­
lectivization for Upscaling- 
production a id  M arketing 
S y s tem  (F O C U S ) w hich  
support fundiag. value chain 
development, machinery sup­
port. market linkage, trans­
p o r ta tio n . agg regation  o f  
producc. and others support. 
FO CUS’s go.I is to form a 
producer group (PG). which 
will help the fanners upscale 
th e ir  produciion  a nd  link 
(hem to the market.

The in teg ra ted  V illage  
Cooperative Socicty (IVCS) 
is another innovative projcct 
in the list o f  MBMA interven­
tions. Financial inclusion is 
still very poor in mral areas, 
so  the IVCS w as crcatcd  
to  help overcome the chal­
lenges and access to financial 
services in rural areas. IVCS 
is like a bank in the village 
for the villagers and is run 
and  ow ned by the conimu- 
nity themselves. MBMA has 
another project which deals 
with Natural Resource M an­
agement unde* CLLM P proj­
ect also, inclnding forming 
o f  Village Natural Resources 
M anagem ent C om m ittees  
(V N R M C) which manages 
the natural resources in their 
respective villages.

The Cooperative Depart­
ment on  its own a lso  pro ­
motes different cooperative 
societies which includc mul­
tipurpose o r specific societ­
ies tha t deal in  ac tiv itie s  
like piggery, dairy, poultry, 
tourism cooperative socicty. 
and others. T ic  government 
also promotes different mis­
sions to help the people o f  
the state. Piggery mission.

jackfm it mission, diary m is­
sion , L akadong mission to 
name a  few. A part from that 
the Department o f  Soil and 
W ater C o n se rv a tio n  a lso  
prom otes SH G s and these 
interventions target the same 
group o f  population and that 
is the  farmers.

E x te n s io n  in s t itu tio n s  
w hich  w ere  in te rven tions 
initiated by both the ccntral 
and ihc state government like 
the Indian C ouncil o f  A g­
riculture Rcscarch (ICAR). 
Kisan Vikyas Kcndra(KVK). 
an d  A gricu ltu re  T echno l­
ogy  M anagem ent A gency 
(ATMA) arc meant to help 
the farmer. In some cases, 
rcscarch has been done by 
ICAR but the technology is 
yet lo  be transferred to ihc 
fanners. Thcrc arc gaps in be­
tween that need to be bridged. 
There is no doubt lhai all die 
government institutions and 
projects have done a com ­
m cndablc job . but thcrc is 
also a need lo rethink the way 
these institutions engage with 
the fanners.

Thcrc arc also interven­
tions from the Tourism De­
partm ent a nd  the focus is 
now  sh ifted  lo  prom oting  
rural tourism. Again when 
the target is to promote ru­
ral tourism why is there no 
conv erg en c e  be tw een  the 
Tourism Department and the 
Department o f  Rural Devel­
opm ent o r the A griculture 
Department i f  the agenda is
lo  prom ote tourism  in the 
rural areas? O r why arc the 
rura l com m unities not in ­
volved when the department 
is also targeting to promote 
their culture as one compo­
nent o f  tourism promotion? 
Even the A utonomous Dis­
trict Councils which are the 
custod ian  o f  cu ltu re  w ere 
not involved in prom oting 
culture tourism.

The in terven tion 's
unachieved objectives
It is a know n fact tha t 

the sole objective o f  all the 
intervention by both the state 
and the ccntral government 
is to  increase ihc income o f 
the farmers and improve the 
econom y o f  the stale. But 
ihc question  is - why the 
state is still poor? It is also 
true that in the communities 
sometim es the same people 
reaped the benefits o f  most 
o f  ihc schcntes and projects 
bccausc they arc active mem­
bers o f  the committees and 
they grab every opportunity 
that comcs their way. In some 
cases when the projccis are 
im plem ented  by d ifferen t 
departm ents, there are du ­
plications o f  approaches and 
activities.

The problem is that those 
im plem enting  cen tra l and

sta te  governm ent schem es 
and projects seldom talk to 
cach other. Like in the dif­
fe ren t de p artm e n ts  in  the 
state, thcrc is no opportunity 
for the schemes o r the proj­
ects to converge. Everything 
works in silos in this state 
and there is no convergence 
between projects or between 
missions.
T he need fo r convergence 

o f schemes and  pro jec ts
The outcome o f  the work­

shop was ihc felt need to have 
a platform where farmers can 
interact amongst themselves. 
The need for continuity and to 
set up for knowledge network
lo share issues to  co-Icarn 
and  co-create solutions for 
the farm ers  w as a lso  felt 
so  they can share their best 
practices. Icam. and co-leam 
from cach other and others. 
T he recom m endation from 
the w orkshop w as that the 
government should organize
workshop:; that would serve 
as a platform for the farmers 
to conic together and discuss 
their problems. The govern­
ment should a lso  initiate  a 
sim ilar kind o f  initiative at 
the v illage  o r block  level. 
These platforms will not only 
help them share their experi­
ences and  learn  from  cach 
o ther but more importantly 
w ill he lp  the p ro jec ts  and 
the m issions com plem ent 
c ac h  o the r. T he p la tfo rm  
w ill a lso  help governm ent 
o fficia ls w ho a rc  w orking 
for the same cause to interact 
and exchange ideas between 
themselves. It is believed that 
these plaifonns will also serv e 
as warning mechanisms (hat 
can be useful for the govern­
ment particularly the district 
ad m in is tra tion  in tack ling  
the challenges faccd by the 
farmers.

Suggested Action
The consensus arrived at 

the w orkshop w as it would 
be helpful i f  the suggestions 
serve as a policy for the gov­
ernment and particularly the 
M BM A  to  im p lem en t for 
the benefit o f  the farmers in 
the  state. Ihc  need o l the 
hour for ihc slate is to have a 
comprehensive development 
plan where a ll the schemes 
and  projccis for the sta te’s 
developments conic a t a con- 
vcrgcncc point. The interven­
tions can be designed that 
operate at different levels, at 
the local level o r the block 
level and the state level. At 
the district level o r the State 
level, it should also coincide 
with the  commemoration o f  
the International Day o f  the 
World's Indigenous Peoples. 
T his p roposed approach is 
looking  a t the  farm ers not 
only as an empty glass which 
needs to be filled with knowl­
edge from the officers o r the 
expert, but as partners in co* 
learning and co-creation o f 
knowledge.

El
Singh, h im self  a M citc i,is 
evidently echoing the contro­
versial views o f  the Mcitcis 
in  equating the Kukis with 
disparate condcmnable com ­
m ents, as illegal refugees, 
dnig dealers1 peddlers, narco-
torroriiKr. und mill counting.
Such tendentious allegations 
attributed to the Kukis have 
infused the Manipur security 
force, reportedly consisting 
mostly o f  Mcitcis, to exact 
vengeance on Kuki villagers 
as exposed on social media, 
where the latter were beaten 
black and blue!

The foregoing narratives 
may arguably not hold w ater 
and  c o n tc s ta b lc  by son ic  
quarters. but.noncthclcss,ifan 
objective analysis on Manipur 
mayhem is anything to go 
by. the same may not be a 
falsified version given that 
a premier national English 
daily has expressly observed, 
” T hough the violence has 
not been one sided, the Kuki 
c om m un ity  has borne the 
bm nt o f  Mcitci mobs on ihc 
rampage across the state over 
the past few weeks."

Yours etc., 
Jerome K Dicngdoh.

Shillong-2

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requitrte 

details will be published.

H om e M in is te r  A m it 
Shah’s legislative package 
in relation to the country’s 
criminal law system, hailed 
by his ruling party as path- 
breaking, has more symbol­
ism than re.il refonn and even 
includes a good measure o f 
deception.

O f  course , thc rc  a rc  a 
coupic o f  good things, such 
a s stringent punishm ent for 
mob lynching, though with­
out specifically mentioning 
a s such, and crim es against 
women, but Shah makes the 
vital mistake o f  confusing 
English with British and in 
assum ing that the tw o arc 
freely interchangeable. His 
package ends up changing 
names o f  existing laws while 
in the process betraying an 
lnd ian iscd  ve rsion  o f  the 
British anogancc on the part 
o f  the present day rulers.

T he propriety o f  giving

H indi n a n c s  to  the th ree  
m ain  crim inal law s -  the 
Indian Pcnil Code, Criminal 
Procedure Code and the In­
dian Evidence Act -  when the 
entire judicial proccss in the 
country is being conducted 
in English has already been 
questioned There is nothing 
whatsoever to  the changc o f  
nomenclature than sym bol­
ism.

Tamil Nidu ch ief minister 
M K Stalinhas raised the red 
flag over the changc. accus­
ing the Mcdi government of 
a certain linguistic imperial­
ism  and  describing Shah 's 
package as representing rc- 
colonisatiun in the name o f 
de-colonisation. He is not 
much o ff  the track.

T he B ritish considered  
thcmsclvcsasaliens, for logi­
cal reasons loo, and perceived 
people as their enemies as the 
colonialists w ere aware that 
they had usurped their rights. 
But BJP. despite all its pro­
testations about Indianncss. 
has stepped its e lf  into the 
shoes o f  tie  British and is 
likew ise treating people as 
their adversaries.

Shah's introduction o f  the 
new bills was marked by a 
dramatic announcement that 
the Britisli-cra law against 
treason w js  being repealed 
completely But even before 
the cxcitcmcnt died out. ihc 
realisation came that he has 
incorporated a new p rovi­
sion which is more draconian 
than the one that w as being 
abrogated.

The existing sedition laws 
have been replaced by Sec­
tion 150 which outlines that 
a nyone  who de libera te ly , 
knowingly,or through words, 
spoken o r written, signs, vis­
ible presentations, electronic

com m unication , financial 
means, or any other means, 
stirs up o r tries to stir  up 
scccssion, armed rebellion, 
subversive activities, fosters 
se p ara tis t se n tim e n ts , o r 
poses a threat to India’s sov­
ereignty. unity, and integrity, 
o r engages in such acts will 
be liable to imprisonment for 
life or imprisonment o f  up 
to  sev en years, along with a 
potential line.

A ttem pts a l scccssion  
cannot be tolerated by any 
means, but the real danger 
here is that there is no proper 
definition o f  scccssion. In 
fact, the vcty word scccs­
sion is missing in the new 
prov ision . T h is  m akes it
easy for «he government to 
interpret anything as seces­
sionist and  use the provi­
sion to suppress criticism. 
The new provision, in fact, 
brings through the back door

what the Supreme Court had 
struck down more than one 
year ago.

In a landmark develop­
ment. the Supreme Court had 
asked the C entral govern­
ment and  States to refrain 
from  registering any cases 
for the offcncc o f  sedition 
under Section  I24A  o f  the 
Indian Penal Code. A bench 
o f  C h ie f  Ju stice  o f  India 
NV Ram ana and  Ju stices 
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli 
direc ted that p roceedings 
u n d e r S e c tio n  I24A  be 
kept in  abcyancc  till the 
governm ent's exerc ise  o f  
review ing Section 124A is 
com plete. The bench also 
a sk e d  g o v e rn m e n ts  not 
to  con tinue  investiga tion  
o r  take  coerc ive  s te p s  in 
a ll p e n d in g  p ro ce ed in g s  
under the prov ision  till the 
governm en t's  e x e rc is e  is 
complete.

S ho u ld  such  c ase s  be 
regis tered , the parties are 
at liberty to approach court 
and cou rt has to  ex p ed i­
tiously dispose o f  the same, 
the bench added. "It would 
be appropria te  to  pul the 
provision in abcyancc,” the 
order further said.

T he g o v e rn m e n t's  in ­
te n t io n  b e h in d  th e  new  
provision is to  circunivcnt 
the courts in eases  re la t­
ing to what it considers as 
ob jec tionab le  conduct o r 
event. This was essentially 
a law that the British framed 
to  deal with any challenge to 
the imperialists* authority 
and by retaining it in the new 
Sanhita. the government has 
got into the m ould o f  the 
British, whose distrust for 
the people w as a cardinal 
aspect o f  their m lc in India. 
(1PA Scrvicc)

"An intelligence test sometimes shows a 
man how smart he would have been 

not to have taken it. ” 
— L aurence J . Peter
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Crime and punishm ent
R EFO R M S £rc w here the tw o terms o f  the Modi 
governm ent d id  very little about. Even when  
reform s w ere attempted as in the case  o f  the farm 
law s, it cut and ran m idw ay through the process. 
The G ST, or market reform s, w as on ly  a fo llow  

up on what the UPA-II did. There have been  
calls for reforms in the judicial sy stem , but the  
governm ent is hesitant anti the Suprem e Court is 

not enthused cither. H ow ever, at the fag end o f  
M odi's second term , the governm ent has com e  
up w ith  three b ills  in Parliament to reform the  

crim inal justice  system . Better late than never. 
A s H om e M inister A m it Shah has adm itted, 
the crim inal ju s t ic e  sy stem  here functioned  
from  I860  to 2023  as per law s introduced by  

the British Raj. It's a pity that no governm ent  
attem pted an overhaul to  suit the interests o f  the  
p eop le w hile the British cared m ainly for their  

colon ia l interests. T his is a sad com m entary on  
the seriousness o f  th ose w hom  the p eop le elect  
to run governm ents. Electoral and bureaucratic  
reform s are also a matter o f  urgency to m ake  
the entire governance system  function in m ore  
m eaningful ways.

O verall, the three b ills  aim  at introducing  
major changes to the w ay crim es arc handled. A  
principal m eans b eing  adopted to  scuttle cases  
is  to  drag investigations unendingly; and so  

w ith  the judicial p rocess thereafter. C ases g o  
on and on for d ecades. Justice delayed is ju stice  
denied . The bill sets a m axim um  lim it o f  90  
days, or three m onths, for the police  to  d o  the  
investigation and file the charge-sheet: w hich  
can be extended by another 90  days i f  a  court 
grants the sanction. A s o f  now . cops take their  
ow n tim e to com plete  the investigations. They  
drag on for years at the behest o f  the accused  
i f  they are politically  influential or  m oneybags. 
A t the end o f  it a ll, the conviction  rate is (un­
speakably) low. The present aim  is to raise this  
to 90  per cent, as  the H om e M inister has stated. 

Forensic co llection  o f  ev id en ce w ould  be m ade  
com pulsory so as to avoid  tampering o f  evidence  
at later stages. N um erous other changes have  

been proposed in the bills.
The bills have been referred to  a parliament 

panel for scrutiny and likely am endm ents based  
on  discussions w ith inform ed segm ents o f  the  

public. H owever, all these are bound to take 
tim e. This governm ent has an effective function­
al life o f  only e ight m onths. I f  the b ills arc not 
passed and not turned into law  by presidential 
assent, they w ould lapse and the next govern­
ment m ay or may not reintroduce them. Urgency  
is  a  matter o f  prime importance. Judicial reforms 
arc imperative.

By I I I I  Mohrmen

where in the country by rail, 
first class, and get 34 free air 
tickcts for themselves o r their 
companions a year. Spouses 
o f  MPs can iravci free by 
a ir  from  residence lo New 
Delhi 8 times a year when
Parliament ia in session and
unlim ited number o f  limes 
by rail. If  all is added up the 
Cost to the Country (CTC) 
o f  an MP is close lo Rs 35 
lakhs annually according to 
bcmoncyaware.com.

A re  th e  people  o f  In ­
d ia  g e llin g  ilicir m on e y 's  
worth?

Yours cic 
V.K.Lyngdoh.

Via email

Agony of the 
Kuki people
Editor,
Last month I chanced to 

read two letters to the editor 
appearing in these columns o f 
your esteemed daily dwelling 
on  ihc on- gaing  unpara l­
leled upheavals in Manipur 
between the contending com ­
munities o f  nujority Mcitcis 
and the minority Kuki tribes. 
One o f  the letters tilled. ’Peace 
in  M anipurV S T  Ju ly  19, 
2023) written by Chongth- 
am  Thangam xi M citci has 
pointed out that the K ukis 
were the first to initiate the 
current turmoil by attacking 
the Mcitci villages, thereby 
leading to the present inter­

minable hell being let loose. 
R efu ting  th is  con ten tion , 
Dr. Jangkhohao Hangshing. 
in  h is rejo inder 'L e t truth 
p revail' (ST.July 21.2023) 
has exhaustively detailed the 
pre-em inent scqucnccs that
led (o the unleashing o f  the
current intractable convul­
sions in Manipur. The latter 
has accounted for unequivo­
cal conspicuous instances o f  
ihc mayhem launched by the 
Mcitci radicals from May 3, 
2023 by burning the iconic 
Anglo-Kuki w ar centenary 
gate. Inciden ta lly , it w as 
reported  tha t on M ay 3rd 
Iasi w hen the m em bers o f  
the N aga and Kuki Tribal 
Solidarity under the aegis o f  
All Tribal Students ' Union 
o f  Manipur returned to  their 
respective destinations after 
attending the rally against the 
purported consideration o f  
granting ST status to the ma­
jority  Mcitcis. the returnees 
were waylaid by the Mcitci 
miscreants.

Subsequently, churches o f  
Kukis w ere burnt down and 
114 Kukis were merciless­
ly  annihila ted, not sparing 
even women as unabashedly 
pa rad ing  tw o naked  Kuki 
women before raping one o f  
them in broad daylight. Ad­
ditionally. 197 Kuki villages 
w ere  a ttacked  and  people 
displaced.

To add fuel 10 fire. M a­
nipur C hief Minister N. Bircn
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India’s Independence: Khasi 
Women in Political Discourse

“Freedom is never given; it is won.”
—  A . P h ilip  R a n d o lp h

The Sh illong Times
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India’s Tryst W ith Destiny
WHEN India became independent Nehru India’s 
first Prime Minister called it a ‘Tryst with Destiny." 
In India w e take for granted the word ‘tryst’ without 
going into its etymology, more so because it was 
uttered by a foreign educated Nehru. But in the cir­
cumstances w e are in today, it's important to look 
back at what Nehru meant by the word “tiyst.” The 
dictionary meaning o f  "tryst" isa  secret appointment 
usually between two lovers. Why Nehru chose this 
particular word is perhaps to suggest that India has 
entered into a secret pact with a destiny that awaits 
Indians in the frse country they now live in, and that 
this destiny would unfold as Indians work in unison, 
bonded by a common thread o f  mutual respect and 
where the dignity o f  each citizcn is assured. Seventy- 
five years downthc line where do Indians find them­
selves? Independence Day is meant to remind us o f  
the great sacrifices made by the freedom fighters 
several o f  them ordinary women and men who cared 
enough for this country to shed their blood at the altar 
o f  sacrifice. We recall the many souls gunned down 
at Jallianwala Dagh on April 12, 1919 bccausc they 
dared to protest against the oppressive Rowlatt Act 
and the arrest o f pro-freedom activists. The Rowlatt 
Act gave powers to the police to arrest any person 
without any reason. The purpose o f  the Act was to 
curb the nationalist upsurge in the country then and 
to try prisoners without the benefit o f  doubt.

Today in independent India w e have the State o f  
Manipur that has been burning for three months since 
May 3 last and its people, particularly the Kuki-Zo 
community that are bring targeted by the majority 
Mcitci community have been left to lick their wounds 
even as the Prime Minister o f  the country spoke for 
precisely 5 minutes out o f  the 2 -hour speech he made 
in Parliament in reply to a No-Confidence Motion. 
With over 70,000 displaced people seeking refuge 
in the neighbouring states and over 180 dead, this 
civil war is raging on with no signs o f  abating. The 
Kuki-Zo people occupying the h ills o f  Manipur but 
working and studying in the Imphal valley are today 
overwhelmed by fear psychosis and cannot think 
o f  returning to their workplace or to their schools, 
colleges and university in Imphal. From Manipur 
the scene o f  violence moves to Haryana's Nuh and 
Mewat both w in  a substantial Muslim population. A 
r e lig io u s  p ro fe s s io n  o rg a n is e d  h y  th e  V ish w a  H in d u  

Parishad and Bajrang Dal both Hindu extremist 
organisations o i  July 31. turned violent. That this 
was an orchestiated m ove is evident from the fact 
that a cow-vigilante who is wanted for murder was 
part o f  the procession. After seven people died in the 
violence and arson followed the uses its obnoxious 
bulldozer a symbol o f  instant justice to mow down 
the homes o f  Muslims who are alleged to be illegal 
occupants. The Punjab & Haryana High Court has 
rightly risen to the occasion and stopped the bull­
dozers in their track. It referred to the bulldozing act 
as "cthnic cleansing." Perhaps this is  the first time 
that any court has accurately defined the bulldozer 
politics.

How did Incia and Indians arrive at this point 
in history? Today it is ethnic cleansing in Manipur 
followed by Nuh and Mewat. Tomorrow this haired 
will spread and consume us. The Modi Government 
claims it has crated  all manner o f  schemes to ad­
dress the woes of the common man but o f  what use 
are those when our freedoms arc curtailed? Where 
is the freedom o f  speech and expression- the most 
important freedom? Surely Indians are not living in 
the India that Tagore envisaged when he said, "Into 
that heaven o f  freedom, my Father let my country 
awake."

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

P eop le  o f  M an ip u r  n eed  co n c rc tc  
ac tion  on  g ro u n d , n o t lip se rv ices

SC monitored committee 
has tough task at hand 

to restore normalcy
By Tirthankar Mitra

t a t t e r s  to  the E d ito r

In praise o f the 
police

Editor,
C an  you imagine going 

to  w ork cach day and seri­
o usly  w ondering i f  you 'll 
survive your shift and  see 
your family again? I'm  sure 
most people can't. But for the 
M eghalaya police and their 
families, that is a r  everyday 
fact o f  life.

O ver the past few weeks, 
there  has been a grow ing  
am ount o f  misinformation, 
unwarranted negativity and, 
trag ica lly , ev en  ph y sic a l 
and deadly assaults on some 
M eghalaya police personnel. 
Law enforcem ent isn 't an 
easy jo b . especially i f  one 
isn't familiar with the people 
in the com m unity The few 
cases o f  police misconduct 
have been magnified and ex­
aggerated, mainly by photos 
and videos on social media. 
T he resu lting  pressure on 
law  enforcem ent is unfair. 
O f  course, police misconduct

m ust b e  openly investigated 
a long  w ith accountability . 
But all o f  us depend on pro­
tection from these men and 
w omen in khaki uniforms.

M eghalaya, like the rest 
o f  the country faces count­
less threats from several anti­
social elem ents, including 
from extrem ists w here some 
groups even actively attempt 
to  recru it the unem ployed 
youth into their cause; e s ­
pecia lly  ones w ith  special 
skills such as the Lawci ba 
Phyrnai hacker who w as ar­
rested in April last year. This 
is  especially  notable since 
today's youth have skills that 
extrem ists wish.

In an ag e  w h ere  a n y ­
one  can access ju s t about 
a n y th in g  on  the  in te rnet, 
unemployed youths from the 
state seem particularly at risk 
from  dangerous radicaliza- 
tion on line . Social m edia  
a lg o rith m s  a re  fuelling  a 
rise  in ex trem ist v iew s or 
c o n sp ira c ie s  by c re a tin g  
ccho-cham bcrs online. And 
w hile it's certainly not ju st 
young boys who arc affected

For so long acclamation is 
given to U T irot Sing and U 
Kiang Nangbah as the local 
indigenous freedom  fight­
e rs . N onethele ss , the  tw o 
were men o f  valour and had 
resisted and confronted the 
British incursions in these 
H ills. U nfortunate ly , only 
tw o up ris in g s again st the 
British, i.e. the Nongkhlaw 
insurrection in 1829-30 and 
Jaintia rebellion o f  1861-62, 
are being popularized, while 
w e tend to  ignore other re ­
sistance movements o r  vital 
political d iscourses which 
have taken place in the Hyn- 
niew trep region during the 
British rule.

Much less is talked about 
the role o f  Khasi women in 
the freedom movement and 
th e ir  p o lit ica l d isc o u rses  
during the pre-independence 
era. They remain oblivious in 
the collective mem ory and 
wc a rc  made to  assume that 
w om en a rc  le sse r m ortals 
and incapable o f  moulding 
the politics o f  the nation or 
community. However, this is 
proven wrong by the fact that 
a few months before 15 Au­
gust 1947, and a t the crucial 
junc tu re  w hen the debates 
on the  political destiny o f  
the Hynniewtrep people re­
verberated across the region, 
the collective body o f  Khasi 
women presented before the 
then  G o v e rn o r  o f  A ssam  
their political standpoint.

In an era where the body 
o f  a w om an becom es a battle 
field o f  religion, nation, re­
gion and  race and  a lso  in 
the context o f  Khasi society 
w here a  w om an is still ta ­
booed to take active part in 
"traditional institutions” , it 
is imperative to rediscover 
the vitality o f  w om en in the 
soc io-re lig ious and p o liti­
cal evolution o f  a nation or 
community, so a s  to put an 
end to the culture o f  subju­
gation and violence against 
women.

The history o f  the freedom 
m ovem ent in India consti­
tutes the story o f  valour, sac­
rifice and political astuteness 
ol hundreds and thousands 
o f  women in their respec­
tive reg ions. No less was 
the contribution o f  w omen 
in  these  h ills  a nd  on  th is 
76th year o f  Independence 
herein I wish to re-produce 
the extract o f  the memoran­
dum  dated  June  24, 1947, 
signed by the collective o f  
Khasi Women in which they 
envisioned the idea o f  self- 
determination and self-rule. 
Besides, it also reflects their 
s tand  again st m ajoritarian 
role and politics.

Interestingly, the m em o­
randum preceded the execu­
tion o f  the Instalm ent o f  Ac­
cession by Khasi States and 
the all-important debates and 
voting on the political adm in­
istration o f  the Hynniewtrep 
region in Independent India, 
which took place in the Khasi 
States Constitution M aking 
Dorbar in 1949.

T h is  must provoke s tu ­
dents to  further engage in 
r e se a rc h  on  th e  su b je c t ,  
e spec ia lly  on  w om en and 
the ir  part in the  po litica l 
discourses.

T he follow ing is the cx- 
tract-

by  internet propaganda, in 
M eghalaya at least, it seems 
that it is driving even grown 
men to  lash out m ost v io­
lently. The m otivation can 
vary enormously, and some­
tim es even  law  en fo rce rs  
themselves are unable to find 
a reason a t all.

In response to  these de­
velopments. the C hief M in­
ister o f  M eghalaya had in 
the past, p ledged to intensify 
the G overnm ent's e ffort to 
com bat ex trem ism  in the 
state. In addition, crim inal 
investigations were launched 
and numerous agencies were 
ordered to  probe into cases 
that had affcctcd the state. 
A lthough terror g roups in 
th e  s ta te  m ostly  ta rge ted  
police, and other government 
a gcnc ics—pu ttin g  security  
agencies in the c ro sshairs 
o f  extrem ists, how ever the 
rise in  the number o f  terror­
ist plo ts and a ttacks in the 
last decade  ind ica tes  that 
insurgency here isa  growing 
problem.

Let's face it. W ithout the 
police wc would have anar­

“To.
H is Exccllcncv Sir M.S 

A kbar H y d ar, K CSI, ICS, 
G overnor o f  Assam.

M ay it please Your Excel­
lency.

T he women o f  the Khasi 
and Ja i nt ia H il Is hold a un ique 
and importantposition in the 
body politic o f these hills in 
v iew  o f  the matriarchal sys­
tem o f  inheritance prevailing 
among diem .. both the Khasi 
and  Ja in tia  women engage 
m ore actively in trade and 
business than their sisters in 
the  plains. The percentage 
o f  female education in these 
hills is the  highest in British 
India and with tw o  franchise 
qualifications-propcrty and 
litcracy-lhc Khasi and Jaintia

w omen posscis more votes 
than their ntcn-folk and as 
such have a legitimate claim 
to voice their views on any 
m atter affcctirg the future o f  
their community.

...F ro m  tim e im m em o­
r ia l ... the  Khasis have had 
the ir ow n elaborate dem o­
c ra tic  system  o f  life  and  
adm inistration. The people 
(as m embers o f their respec­
tive clans) have absolute and 
unrestricted freedoms in the 
exercise o f  th :ir  rights. The 
land belongs to  the people 
a nd  thus no  land  revenue 
o r  land tax  o f  any  form . 
T he people elect their ow n 
S yiem  (C h ieftain ) w ho  is 
rem ovable  a t the peop les’ 
will for misconduct o r  m al­
administration. Each Syiem 
has a council o f  M inisters 
called Myntris to  advise the 
Syiem in administering the 
S ta te . T hese  M yn tris  a re  
a lso  elec ted  by the people 
and  are similarly removable 
b y  an adverse vote o f  the 
people. There is in addition 
the  Suprem e D arbar H ima 
(Peoples’ Darbar) which is 
the final authority on any im ­
portant matter o f  the State.

. . .T h a t in sp ite  o f  the 
penetration o f British influ­
ence  in to  these h ills , the 
people have retained their 
independence and  are grow ­
ing in their own democratic 
system evolved by the genius 
o f  the ir fo rebea rs ...It may 
b e  noted that even though 
the adm inistration in these 
hills w as subjcct to  supervi­
s ion  and  d irec tion  by the 
Paramount Power, there has 
never been any interference 
w ith  the  polity, custom ary

chy and lawlessness on the 
streets. O ur lives w ould be 
in threat daily and w c would 
not be able to live a safe and 
secure  life and nor w ould 
o u r  fam ilies. Po lice  o ffi­
cers aren't p c fc c i nobody 
is. Law  enforcem ent isn't 
perfect no profession is. 
But. the careless spreading 
o f  misinform ation, unw ar­
ranted negat vity and  v io­
lence being directed a t our 
state police force has to stop. 
The men and women o f  this 
profession and their families 
sacrifice  so  much. Simply 
put, they deserve better.

For me to <pcak authorita­
tively on d isc im ination will 
irk some who have lived in 
the overt and covert darkness 
o f  prejudice. But a s a proud 
son o f  a hum lie policem an, 
I thank the MLP w holeheart­
edly for keeping us safe. I 
also feel lucky to have lived 
in a state for almost 25 years, 
and that our relationship with 
the po lice  is un like  those 
most other states have. 1 do 
no t take  this ha rm on ious 
relationship for granted. That

laws and  the indigenous and 
dem ocratic  adm inistra tion  
through the Syiem s and their 
Darbars.

By recognizing the right 
o f  self-determination, India is 
partit ioned and provinces are 
a lso  being partitioned. The 
Khasi States which entered 
in to  a  su b s id ia ry  a lliance  
with His M ajesty 's G overn­
ment should on this principle 
be allow ed the sam e right o f  
self-determination. The K ha­
si people by reason o f  their 
distinct culture and political 
existence, the sm allness o f  
the community and by virtue 
o f  the ir  trea ty  righ ts  with 
His M ajesty’s G overnm ent 
have a  better claim  on that 
G overnment in assuring and

securing to  them this right.
...W e have reason to ap­

prehend that full ju sticc  to 
the ex isting rights and tra­
ditional institutions o f  these 
hills will not be  m eted out 
i f  the re  is a ny  a ttem pt o r 
suggestions that the old-age 
institutions like the Syiems 
and their Darbars a rc  to  be 
abo lished  and  substitu ted  
by something new  however 
high sounding in theory it 
m ay be. We w om en feel that 
absorption o f  these hills in 
H industan o r Pakistan will 
sound a  death-knell o f  their 
existence.

It m ay be  know n ...O ur 
language, religion, mode o f  
life and  custom s and m an­
ners arc entirely  different. 
A bsorption o f  a small race 
like ours in any constitution 
which is predominantly H in­
du or M uslim m eans gradual 
extinction. H ow ever small 
we may be, w c  sec no ju s­
tifiable reason as to why wc 
should not continue to exist 
a s we are in the atmosphere 
o f  our ow n institutions and 
customs.

. .. Wc recognize the fact 
fully  that w hen wc obtain 
independence for these hilly 
hom clandsof ours w e cannot 
live in isolation. That thought 
does not enter our minds at 
a ll b ccausc  w c know  that 
even as wc arc a t present, 
wc have to be dependent on 
those outside us fo ra  number 
o f  o u r  needs a nd  requ ire ­
m ents. T he a tta in m en t o f  
independence does not mean 
se lf -su f f ic ie n c y  in e v e ry  
respect. By means o f  nego­
tia tions and  trea tie s ... our 
com m on rela tionsh ip  w ith

is saying a lot when you hear, 
read and sec the fractured re­
lationships other states have 
with the ir law enforcers. We 
need to  support the com pli­
cated challenges our police 
force have w hen working in 
conjunction with a changing 
community.

A s w c  c c lc b ra te  th is  
y e a r’s Independence  Day, 
w e should also cclcbrate our 
dedicated and hardworking 
MLP. W h ethe r they  gave 
their lives in the line o f  duty 
and left behind a family who 
still m ourn , w hether they 
have retired, o r continue to 
serve. M cghalayans ow e a 
debt o f  gratitude to the men 
and w om en in khaki. It is 
fitting that we take a moment 
to  go ou t o f  ou r way to  stand 
up. speak up, and show up to 
let them know we appreciate 
them. Positive relationships 
arc not based on  controver­
sial disagreements: so don’t 
let hate for the policc grow... 
Jai Hind!

Yours ctc.
Joseph M. K harkongor 

Shillong- 8

our neighbours will continue 
in m atters o f  defence, com ­
munications. currency ctc.

Wc a lso  re a l iz e . . . th a t  
there must be sufficient rev­
enues in order to be  able to 
run any  administration. We 
be lieve  tha t a m odest but 
sufficient adm inistration is a 
possibility with the present 
revenues from these  hills 
and w hen the  great potential 
natural resources arc prop­
e rly  develo p e d  on sound 
and scientific lines there can 
be  no fear o f  bankruptcy. 
We can assure all concerned 
that we shall not be a drag 
on anyone in  administering 
ourselves.

...W e should be allowed 
to choosc our ow n system o f  
existence... With the I apse o f 
paramountcy. w hen pow er is 
transferred, the Khasi States, 
big o r small, which have now 
formed into a Federation o f  
Khasi States, should have the 
right to determ ine their own 
tbiurc. Apart to m  the States, 
there a re ... British villages 
o r  areas  w hich cam e  into 
existence a s a m atter o f  ex­
pediency o r through force o f 
circumstances. These should 
b e  resto red  to  the paren t 
sta te s to  m ake a  com m on 
cause w ith them.

A s reg a rd s  the  Ja in tia  
Hills, it is  ou r rightful de­
mand that the status o f  a State 
should b e  restored to them, 
so that these hills also could 
jo in  the  F edera tion  o f  the 
Khasi States. We trust Your 
Exccllcncy will sec the ju s ­
ticc o f  this demand in view o f  
the fact that a division o f  the 
Khasis into two sections will 
be cnicl and intolerable.

W ercmain. ..your humble 
memorialists

Sd. M a v is  D unn  Ja id  
Lyngdoh. K. K harsati. R. 
S o a n e s . S h im  K iri J a id  
Sy iem  o f  K h y rim , (M rs) 
B.D iengdoh-Taylor. Clay- 
rina Diengdoh, Gladys D. Di- 
engdohofC herra, Prillnorinc 
Cliync o f  Sheila State. S.M 
Ropm ay. K lcsina Rynjah. 
E m ralda  R ynjah . Dr. Es- 
therly Laloo o f  Jaintia Hills. 
M iss R .BIah. M iss Sabina 
Nongrum, M iss Rufina Non- 
grutn. Dr. (M rs) D .Jyrw a, 
Jaintia. W essily Rani. (Mrs)
H .M  L ad ia. Ja in tia . M iss
I .L y n g d o h , M iss  G .R o y  
(Cherra), Tropsibon Rynjah. 
N isibon , D cltibon , Shara- 
nion Shabong (Laitkyngkot). 
Jointisibon Rynjah. W inola 
Sumer, T. Emcynora, Kath­
leen  Lyngdoh, N urse  R.S 
Synrcm , L aittyr-ah, N urse 
Scsibon N ongthathian. Lait- 
ky nscw . N urse  S. W illa . 
Jaintia. Nurse D.L Lyngdoh. 
Ja intia. N urse S.B Sohtun. 
Mawphu. Nurse Erily, Maw- 
lai. N urse D .Basaiaw m oid. 
Nurse Shat. Tynrong. Nurse 
Carvie. Chcrrapunjcc. Sister 
Sidia. Chcrrapunjcc. Nora- 
mai. M awlai. G losim on o f  
Nongkhlaw State. Ka Blian- 
tiniai ja id  Syiem o f  Myllicm. 
Enid Blah. Q. Pariat. Dr. S.M 
Ropmay. H.Rynjah

And others
D ated Shillong; T he 24 

June 1947. (Source- SRCC)
T his should m ake u s re­

visit the important role that 
w omen have in the politics 
o t Ri Khasi-Jaintia.

On hate speech
Editor.
T his is  in reference to the 

new s item  captioned, “ No 
body can accept hate speech, 
h a rm ony needed  betw een  
com m unities : Top Court." 
(ST Dated 12. August .2023 
. despite the court monitor­
ing hate speech cases , hate 
spcecli expressed at the high­
est levels o f  political author­
ity  rem ains unchecked the 
biggest impediment is lack 
o f  action by the authorities 
on the ground far from miti­
gating instances o f  inflam­
matory hate specch the trend 
is alarm ing we arc nearing 
an unstable state w here hate 
speech is not only tolerated 
but a lso rewarded.

Yours ctc..
A dvocate M Haquc, 

Shillong- 6

A rticles and letters ap ­
pearing  on th is  page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters / 
a u th o rs  a nd  not tha t o f  
The S h illong  Times

M a n ip u r  i s  p a s s in g  
through the worst o f  times. 
Tlie border state in one o f  the 
hinges o f  India's North East 
needs special treatment from 
the centre. Bordering M yan­
mar. after having witnessed 
o ik  o f  tlie bloodiest battles o f  
freedom struggle where Nc-

taji Subhash Chandra Bose 
led Indian N ational Arm y 
fought with British forces, 
M anipuru had shunned vio­
lence for years and walked 
the path c f  normalcy. A few 
sporadic incidents occurred 
but m iliuncy w as rebuffed 
till in a camouflaged form, 
it found sum and substance 
in the attacks o f  communities 
living side by side like broth­
ers over the ages.

The state has about 3.3 
million people living in it. 
O f  these 3  perccn t belongs 
to  the  ethnic M citc is  far 
ou tnum bering  K uk is and 
N agas. S tate governm ent

o f  M anipir cannot wash its 
hands off  the violence and 
arson made w orse by crimes 
a g a in s t w om en a n d  d is ­
placement o f  childrcn. The 
violence  has been fuelled 
by weapons looted from the 
armouries o f  policc. Manipur 
Rifles and IRB battalions.

Even before the sm oke o f  
the burning huts havoc lea red 
and vigilaitc parties continue 
to roam tic  state, questions 
arise as to w hy the loot w as 
a llowed to happen. After all. 
state forces' armouries stock­
ing arms and ammunition for 
upkeep o f law and order are 
not guns slung on the walls 
o f  a householder to  be taken 
down in se lf defence.

Usually these am is depots 
are heavily guarded. . The

w onders never ccasc a s to 
why no incidents o f  firing 
by those gua rd ing  the  a r­
mouries, even in selfdefencc 
arc yet to be reported. O ne is 
in the dark about the action 
taken aga nst those who sur­
rendered o  the mob.

T h e  situation w arran ts 
that the responsibilities on 
the police, intelligence agen­
c ies and civil adiiiiiiistialiun 
have to be fixed. No pick and 
choosc approach can restore 
nomialcy.

Thankfully the  Supreme 
C ourt has direc ted former 
Maharashtra IX iP Dattatray- 
Padsalgikar who is function­
ing on the apex court's order 
to “investigate the allegation 
that certain policc officers 
colluded with the perpetra­
tors o f  violence (including

sexual violence) during the 
conflict.” The nation needs 
to know whether the acts o f  
abject surrender to  a m ob 
was further ta inted by the 
com plicity  o f  som e o f  the 
men in uniform.

N ot even baby steps have 
been taken to  kick stan  the 
peace process. In this grim 
and grave situation, the daily 
death toll is  merely "total 
num ber o f  lives lost."M en 
arc being murdered, women 
raped and molested and ev­
ery day in relief camps is one 
o f  dism ay and the  nights arc 
sleep less. M eanw hile, the 
state which provides pivotal

stability to  ASEAN forays 
continues to be in flames.

M erc appeal to surrender 
the weapons looted and used 
in  cthn ic  c on flic t w ill be 
cries in the  w ilderness. A 
w caponiscd socicty. being 
a sure  rcc ipc  for d isaster, 
concerted opera tions have 
to be launched to recover the 
arm s and incentives offered 
to those surrendering them 
voluntarily . T he pe rpetra­
tors o f  violence need to  be 
put beh ind  the  bars sans 
any regard to community or 
socio-political group. This 
has to be done w ith alacrity. 
Tlie ruling dispensation has 
to reach out to  all political 
players, youth and civil soci­
cty groups and take them on 
board to explore the path to

the pcacc proccss. A strong 
commitment to restore pcacc 
and a shared  perspective  
will go a long w ay in this 
regard. T he discussion on a 
no-confidcncc motion in  the 
Parliament this week gave 
no real assurance to the suf­
fering people o f  Manipur as 
the assurances by the Prime 
M inister and the Home Min- 
is tc i, m e yet lo icach  the 
ground. . T his is tim e for 
concrete action and just not 
lip services. (IPA Service)

“In a n  e ra  w h ere  th e  b o d y  

o f  a  •vo/nan b e c o m e s  a  b a ttle  f ie ld  

o f  religion , n a t ion, reg io n  a n d  ra ce  

a n d  a lso  in th e  co n tex t o f  K h a s i s o c ie ty  

w h ere  a  w om an  is s t i l l  ta b o o e d  to  ta k e  

a c tiv e  p a r t in  “tra d itio n a l in stitu tion s  

i t  is  im p era tive  to  re d isc o v e r  th e  v ita lity  

o f  w om en  in the so c io -re lig io u s  

a n d  p o lit ic a l e vo lu tio n  o f  a  nation  

o r  com m unity, s o  a s  to  p u t  an  e n d  

to  the cu ltu re  o f  su b ju g a tio n  a n d  

v io lence a g a in s t wom en. ”

“The s ta te  h as a b o u t 3 .3  m illion  

p eo p le  liv in g  in  it. O f  th ese  53  p e r  

cen t b e lo n g s to  th e e th n ic  M eite is  

f a r  ou tn u m berin g  K ukis a n d  N agas. 

S ta te  g o vern m en t o f  M an ipu r can n o t 

w ash  its  h an ds o f f  the v io len ce  

a n d  a rso n  m a d e  w o rse  b y  cr im es  

a ga in st w om en  a n d  d isp la cem en t  

o f  ch ildren . The v io len ce  h as been  

fu e lle d  b y  w ea p o n s lo o te d  f ro m  

the a rm o u ries  o f  p o lic e . M anipur  

R ifles a n d  IRB ba tta lion s. ”

The s itu a tio n  w arran ts  th a t 

the re sp o n s ib ilitie s  on  th e  po lice , 

in te llig en ce  a g en c ie s  a n d  c iv il  

adm in istra tion  h a ve  to  b e  fix ed . N o  p ic k  

a n d  ch o o se  a p p ro a ch  ca n  re sto re  norm alcy. 

Thankfully th e S u prem e C o u rt has d ire c te d  

fo n n e r  M ah a ra sh tra  D G P  D a tta tra y  

P a d s d g ik a r  w h o is  fu n c tio n in g  on  th e  ap ex  

court's o rd e r  to  "in ves tig a te  th e a lleg a tio n  

th a t ce rta in  p o l ic e  officers c o llu d e d  w ith  the  

p erp e tra to r s  o f  v io len ce  (in clu d in g  sex u a l  

v io len ce) d u rin g  th e conflict. ”
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'‘The journey o f  a thousand miles 
begins with one step.”

—  Lao Tzu
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Bom bshell from  CAG
T H E  gen ie  is  out o f  the bottle so  to say  -  and 

the M odi governm ent at the C entre w ill  have 

a lot o f  exp la in ing  to  do. The b ig question  as 

the C om ptroller and A uditor G eneral (C A G ) 

has zeroed in on is, how  did  a road project that 

w as in itia lly  estim ated to  co st R s 18 crore per 

k ilom etre  ultim ately spend  R s 2 5 0  crore for  

the sam e leng:h. as in the case o f  the Dwarka 

E xpressw ay. T his is  cost inflation b y  14 tim es, 

w h ich  is unfaihoniable and raises m any m ore 

q u estion s. This fell as a bom bshell on  the e v e  o f  

the 77th Independence Day, and at the right tim e 

for the O pposition  to latch on  to  and d ig  further 

into w hat’s  really happening on  the h ighw ays  

sector. The M odi governm ent in its tw o  term s 

concentrated its principal attention on this sector  

and earned a name for the w ay it transform ed  
the road transport sector. T h is kind o f  passionate  

engagem ent m ight have a shady s id e  too  -  and 

o f  e p ic  proportions. T he Bharatm ala project 

stretches 75 .000  km.

P rim a facic , a  r e sp o n se  from  the g o v e r n ­

m ent w as eagerly aw aited . It cannot afford to  

run aw ay from an explanation. There w ere a l­

legations that the w orks for the h igh w ays have 

been contracted m ostly  to  se lect en tities c lo se  
to the scats o f  p ow er in D elhi. T h is w as unlike 

the previous practice o f  awarding contracts to 

a g e n c ie s  in the resp ective  reg ion s. O n e  pre­

sum ption w as that the BJP w as co llec tin g  huge  

su m s from  these contractors for its e lec tio n  

cam paign  splurges, b y  w ay o f  unholy  cuts from  

the a llocations. A t the centre o f  the new  h igh­

w ay architecture is  season ed  BJP leader N itin  

Gadkari. This apart, the b igger question  is. how  

did estim ates overshoot targets to such  H im a­

layan proportions. E xperienced engineers and 

a gen c ie s  are involved in the preparation o f  the 

D etailed  Project Report (D P R ), based on w hich  
fund a llocations are m ade for each project. It is 

a lso  a p ity  that, th ese  days, D P R s are not pre­

pared by governm ent en g in eers but b y  private 

a g en c ie s  that can m ake a fortune, ev en  for the 

project report for erection  o f  a flyover. Such  

w orks are m ostly “outsourced” so  that engineers 

o f  the estab lishm ent can sit back  and relax. 

M any o f  them  do no work other than pocketing  

bribes. T h ose at the h igher le v e ls  m ight take a 

cut from each  phase o f  each project. The system  

its e lf  is corrupt to the core and the scenario  is 

w orsen in g  by the hour. A  C A G  report by itse lf  

m eans nothing, as w e  have seen  in the past too. 

It w ould  be worth a check  w hether even  a penny 

w as recovered from  those w ho virtually looted  

the exch eq u er in the past. G overnance here has 

b ecom e m ore o f  a drama.

The Shillong Times: 
A 78-year journey

The Shillong Times, one 
o f  North East India's oldest 
E nglish  d a ily  new spaper, 
turned 79 on A ugust 10. On 
its o n lin e  hom e p age  the 
newspaper that w as launched 
in 1945 a p o s te r a p pea rs  
reads. “ Today, we turn 78. 
Thank you for being a part 
o f  our journey." The Shillong 
Tim es has indeed been on 
an incredible journey. From 
a hum ble  b e g in n in g  o f  a 
weekly to a daily  then back 
to  a weekly to again switch to 
a daily: from a tabloid-sized 
paper to the broadsheet for­
mat; from a treadle machine 
to a m odem  com puter type­
setting and offset web print­
ing system : from black and 
white to multi-colour on the 
first page, the famed paper 
that been guided by four ed i­
tors so far. has com e a long 
way. On its 78th anniversary 
the paper also modified the 
on lin e  e d itio n  to  m ake it 
m ore user- friendly.

T he nam e The Shillong 
T im e s  m ig h t h a v e  been  
in sp ire d  by the  fac t tha t 
Shillong w as the headquarter 
o f  British-ruled Assam which 
included nearly all the north 
eastern  sta tes barring M a­
nipur and Tripura. H ence the 
paper catered to the whole o f  
the region. O f  course, now 
that is history. T he A ssam 
province has becom e seven 
states. Shillong is now the 
capital o f  M eghalaya alone. 
However, to  its credit. The 
S h illo n g  T im es has been 
covering not only the "Abode 
o f  C lo u d s ' but the e n tire  
block and  in fact regional, 
national a nd  in ternational 
new s arc part o f  its content 
besides, the editorial page, 
sports and the weekly special 
feature stories. O ne can only 
imagine the  challenges and 
achievements o f  this venture 
in its pub lish ing  jou rney . 
O ne guesses that reports on 
the glorious India's Indepen­
dence. the painful partition, 
the  Constituen t A ssem bly, 
the first general elec tions, 
the  d raftin g  and  approval 
o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  filled  
the pages o f  the young The 
Shillong Times. O n its tu rf 
the  H ill-S tate  M ovem ent, 
the creation o f  M eghalaya 
and other states and thereaf­
ter. the twists and turns, the 
highs and lows, the ups and 
dow ns, e sp ec ia l ly  o f  th is  
sta te  and this region, have 
the story o f  the 78 year old. 
Currently. ST is giving wide 
coverage to  the excruciating 
'M an ip u r s to ry .’ R esides 
the news stories, numerous 
articles, letters to  the  editor 
and a couple o f  editorials on 
the man-m ade tragedy have 
appeared on its pages.

The Shillong Times is a 
pla tform  for varied points 
o f  view. T h e  d eb ates  and 
counters on its opinion page 
are  f a sc in a tin g . P e rh ap s, 
few prov ide  such a stage. 
The "Letter* to the Editor''

By Albert Thyrniang

section is perhaps the most 
popular. Hie brief presenta­
tions penned by m em bers o f  
the public arc the favourite 
spot for readers.

T his writei has seen this 
p a p e r  o n ly  in i ts  p rese n t 
format. In high school, in the 
last three ycai o f  the 1980s. 
that too in a residential set 
up. one  d idn 't get the oppor­
tunity to read newspapers. It 
w as only from 1991. while 
in the Pre-University (PUC) 
s ta g e , tha t T he S h illo n g  
Times bccame a daily read. 
T hose  that stood out were 
the colum ns by the current 
editor. With ihree years in 
D im apur and four years in 
Bangalore th e ‘friend’ had to 
be left behind in the late 90s 
and  early  2000s. W hen one 
returned to the state the con­
nection w as ic-cstablishcd. 
To cut the sto-y short one is 
now  associated not only as 
a reader but as a contribu­
tor by w ay o f 'letters to  the 
ed ito r’ and articles. Thanks 
to  T he Shillong Tim es for 
the platform lo express my 
thoughts.

T h is  au thor m issed  the 
"C itizens. Constitution and 
Law " event on its 79th 'B irth 
D ay 'o n  the August 12, eve­
ning where political and so­
cial thinkers, activists, writ­
ers, educationists. politicians, 
and  columnists assem bled to 
listen to and irteract with the 
famed lawyer Vrinda G rover 
in person. Oncm isscd tlx* op­
portunity to meet the human 
and  women's rights activist 
who has fought many a battle 
fo r  w om en  and c h ild ren , 
v ic tim s  a nd  s u rv iv o rs  o f  
communal massacres, extra­
judicial killings among many 
o th e rs . She  has p resen tly  
taken ups the cases o f  the 
sexually assaulted women in 
Manipur. It would have been 
wonderful to  fcnd one 's cars 
to  the 'T im e magazine one 
o f  the 100 mast influential 
people ' (2013) w ho force­
fully elucidated that "Secu­
larism and our rights are in 
grave danger.”

The miss was not inten­
tional. A meeting on ‘migrant 
w orke rs’ in G uw ahati that 
was fixed well in advance 
w as the deciding factor. The 
deliberation made the partici­
pants aware o f the facts about 
migration in the country and 
the need to act. Referring to 
the report by a media house 
in 2020. necessitated by the 
m ess following declaration 
o f  the CO V It) lockdown, a 
resource person details the 
la rg e -sca le  m ovem en t o f  
migrant workers even today. 
There are a s many as 45.36 
crores o f  migrants or 37%  o f  
the population consisting o f  
both interstate migrants and 
migrants within states. A s per 
the 2011 census the size o f  
the workforce is more than

50%  o f  the population, out 
o f  w hich 20%  o r  10 crores 
arc m igrant workers. NSSO 
and  th e  E conom ic  survey  
data  show that there a re  65 
million interstate migrants. 
33%  o f  them daily wagers. 
It is  also estimated that 29% 
o f  the population o f  b ig  cities 
arc daily wage workers.

M igrant w orkers include 
daily  w age earners o r self- 
employed workers. They arc 
low incom e w orkers. They 
lack formal contract. There is 
no protection whatsoever in 
case o f  abrupt cancellation as 
unveiled by theCO V ID  lock- 
dow n. E xpensive  a nd  un­
healthy conditions o f  living 
m eans that migrant workers 
move without their families. 
H ence these w orkers move 
back and forth between their 
place o f  work and their vil­
lages tw ice to three tim es 
a year.

T he h ighest secto r that 
absorbs m igrant workers is 
construction, at 67%  in urban 
and 73%  in rural areas. M od­
em  serv ices account for 16% 
in urban and  40%  in rural 
settings. Statistics tell us that 
the average monthly earnings 
o f  da ily  w age w orkers are 
(1) Rs 2000 - 2 2 %  between 
Rs 2000-3000  - 32% . be­
tween Rs 5000-1000 - 2 5 %  
betw een Rs 10.000-20.000
• 13% and over Rs 20.000 
only 8%.

The destinations for work- 
c rs  a re  c itie s  like  D elh i. 
M um bai. Surat. Bangalore. 
P u n e , C h e n n a i a n d  o th ­
ers. M igrant w orkers come 
mainly Utter Pradesh. Bihar. 
Rajasthan. Madhya Pradesh 
and Jharkhand. It is obvious 
tha t less developed  s ta tes 
like  U ttar Pradesh . Bihar. 
Madhya Pradesh. Jharkhand 
record m ore ou t-m igration 
rate o f  w orkers while more 
developed  Mates like  G oa, 
Tam il N adu. M aharashtra. 
Karnataka. G ujarat are Ker­
ala have few o f  their people 
m oving out to  other states. 
T h e  sam e  a p p lies  to  d is ­
tricts throughout the country. 
R iche r d is tric ts  have low  
out-m igration while in poor 
d is tr ic ts  w orke rs  m ig ra te  
to  more developed districts 
within a state.

N ow , su rp r i s in g ly  th e  
repo rt le ft ou t th e  N orth  
E ast com pletely . T here  is 
no m en tion  o f  the  reg ion  
a t all. W hen one  enquired 
about this inform ation gap 
a bou t the N orth  E ast, the 
newspaper c ited lack o f  data 
from  the  s ta te s . P robably 
there a rc  little o r  no records 
with the Stare Labour depart­
ments. H ow ever, w e know 
that there are a large number 
o f  migrant w orkers both to

other states and within states. 
What would be the number 
o f  migrant workers from the 
North Eastern states outside 
the region? We don ’t know. 
An activist w ho w as present 
for the aforementioned meet­
ing inform ed that a survey 
w as conducted in Karnataka. 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala but as 
he will be reaching his office 
only by the 23 rd we have to 
do without data for the tim e 
being. How m any workers 
fro m  o u ts id e  w o u ld  G u ­
w ahati. Tezpur, Dibrugarh. 
Imphal. Shillong. Tura. etc., 
have? A ctual data a re  hard 
to come by. M igrant workers 
move without any registra­
tion anywhere.

We w h o  a re  from  the  
region don’t care. But activ­
is ts  in  m etros like  D elh i. 
M um bai. B angalore, Pune 
etc.. arc quite alarmed at the 
sheer n um ber o f  w orkers 
from the north-eastern states. 
T h is  is ha rd ly  su rp ris in g  
because except for Manipur 
and  Tripura  a ll o the rs are 
am ong the poorest states in 
the  country. M eghalaya is 
the second poorest state o f  
all. W orkers migrate because 
there is hardly any opportu­
nity a t home. The fact that 
they migrate is normal but 
the concerns a rc  something 
e lse. L iving conditions arc 
generally poor. In line with 
the statistics above the  pay 
is u su a lly  low. M any a rc  
youngsters that dropped out 
o f  schools and colleges. They 
face exploitations and abuse 
but a re  unw illing to  tell their 
stories. T hcrc  are cases o f  
minors being detected. Traf­
fick ing  o f  young  g irls has 
come to  light several times. 
These arc among many other 
issues!

T h e  d i s c u s s io n  a ls o  
touched  on  M anipur. T he 
d is p la c e d  p e o p le  a re  in 
thousands. W hat do w e do 
about it? M any arc  students. 
Those who stay put are out 
o f  schoo l. T h ey  a rc  with 
guns in stea d  o f  books. A 
few are lucky to  be  relocated 
elsew here . The B ishop o f  
Bangalore has prom ised to 
prov ide  free educa tion  to 
Kuki students. A couple o f  
C hu rch  organ isa tions and 
N G O s have follow ed suit. 
But w hat about others?

T he p lig h t o f  m igran t 
workers is a major issue. The 
governm en t sh o u ld  spend  
its energy on social causes 
rather than turning this na­
tion into a religious entity as 
is evident from the brazen 
display o f  religiosity at the 
n e w  p a rliam e n t b u ild in g  
inauguration.

For nenv. Congratulations 
to  T he Shillong Tim es for 
turning 79! M ay you contin­
ue to serve with distinction, 
the journalistic  way!

N avigating True 
Independence: A Q uest 

for H arm onious Progress
By A nkush  Kttrkalang

A s a  country  w e have 
celebrated yet another Inde­
pendence Day to mark our 
nation's hard-won indepen­
dence. At this time my heart 
and thoughts arc draw n to 
a recent encounter that has 
left an inedible mark on my 
perspective. On the eve  o f  
the 77th Independence Day, 
w hile  eng ag in g  w ith  the  
exuberant souls o f  orphaned 
youths in this remote village 
ofM cghalaya, I couldn't help 
but contemplate the essence 
o f  true independence. While 
wc commemorate the sacri­
fices o f  our valiant forebears 
who fought for freedom from 
colonial mlc, it is imperative 
that we inrospcct and discern 
i f  wc have truly achieved 
the harmonious, prosperous 
socicty envisioned by those 
who laid down their lives for 
a brighter future.

In the ta p estry  o f  ou r 
nation's journey. I perceive 
th ree  d istinct th reads that 
intertwine to create our con­
temporary fabric. The first 
strand comprises those who. 
seemingly contcnt in their 
material abundance, perceive 
Independence Day as an op ­
portunity o r grand festivities 
and exhibitions o f  opulence. 
Draped in resplendent attire, 
they reve in the superficial 
glamour while perhaps los­
ing sight o f  the deeper sig­
nificance .>f our freedom.

C ontnsling ly , there arc 
those whose involvem ent 
m ay be  m ore  sy m b o lic , 
participaling in events and 
contributing to charity, not 
without a hint ofsclf-aggran- 
d izem ent These individu­
als, often part o f  the "Page 
T hree" socicty, engage in 
a c ts  o f  te n cv o lc n cc  a s a 
means to 'oolster their public 
image, sonc t imcs overshad­
ow ing th : true essence o f  
altruism. Nevertheless, as a 
socicty. v c  arc yet to fully 
unshack l: ourselves from 
the chains that bind us. The 
echoes o f  our past, the inertia 
o f  our cultural biases, and the 
apathy that has pervaded our 
society still linger as barriers 
to our complete liberation. 
O ur econom ic d isparities,
myopic perspectives, and the 
spcctrc of division loom like 
shadows on the path to true 
independence. Yet. a glimmer 
o f  hope picrccs through the 
veil o f  uncertainty. Ihc  dawn 
o f  a new era is slowly break­
ing, earned on the wings o f  
our youth Their aspirations, 
their unqienchablc thirst for 
knowledge, and their willing­
ness to  transcend the lim ita­
tions o f  tie  past are the rays 
o f  optimism that illuminate 
our future.

H ow ever, the  nascen t 
journey isfraught with perils. 
Hie slightest deviation from 
the path o f  righteousness, 
a  fraction o f  a misstep, can 
lead these prom ising souls 
astray, plunging them into the 
abyss o f  vices like drug ad­
diction. v olencc. and ethnic 
divisivcncss. The responsi­
bility rests on our shoulders, 
as mentors and  gu ides, to 
nurture their potential and

steer them  tow ards a har­
m onious, prosperous, and 
compassionate future.

To navigate ou r society 
toward a future devoid o f  the 
clutches o f  drug addiction. 
Manipur like ethnic tensions, 
and violence, a comprehen­
sive roadm ap is essential. 
O ur policymakers and social 
ciders must prioritize the fol­
lowing initiatives: 

Edmratimal Lmcow vr: 
mcnt: Collectively Invest in 
quality education that instils 
values o f  tolerance, em pa­
thy, and unity. S trengthen 
vocational training to  equip 
the youth, especially single 
mothers, with skills for sus­
tainable livelihoods.

M ental H ealth  Snnrw rt: 
Establish accessible mental 
health  services to  address 
the emotional well-being o f  
the youth. Special attention 
should be given to the unique 
challenges faccd by single 
mothers.

C<Mu.mupj.h . f c n g m -
nicnt: Foster a  sense o f  com­
munity and belonging by or­
ganizing cultural exchanges, 
dialogues, and forum s that 
cclcbratc diversity and pro­
mote social cohesion.

Kwngmfc OppvrUini:
tics: Create avenues for en­
trepreneurship and employ­
ment. particularly for single 
mothers, to enhance financial 
stability and reduce vulner­
ability.

P r m n t i .v .c .M v a s u u a ;
Implement com prehensive 
drug  p revention  program s 
in sc h o o ls , c o lleg e s , and 
com m unities, focusing on 
awareness, counselling, and 
rehabilitation.

L e g a l.fm m -w o rte ; En- 
l’orcc stringent laws against 
d rug  traffick ing  and hate 
crimes, ensuring swift justice 
to deter potential offenders.

M vtila anti A"-»rynyvs; 
C ollaborate with media to 
disseminate positive narra­
tives. success sto ries, and 
campaigns that inspire and 
cducatc the youth  against 
drug abuse and violence.

Es­
ta b lish  suppo rt ne tw orks 
fo r r.ingle mo I her;;, o ffer
ing m cntorship, childcare, 
and financial assistance to 
em pow er them to provide 
stable environm ents for their 
children.

H avingjust celebrated our 
77th year o f  independence, 
let us not m erely partake 
in the festivities, but intro­
spect and take stock o f  our 
progress. Let us recognize 
that ou r true independence 
lies not o n lv  in po litica l 
sovereignty but in the lib­
eration o f  minds, hearts, and 
aspirations. It is a journey 
that necessitates a collective 
effort to dismantle the barri­
ers that hinder our progress 
and to instil in our youth the 
values o f  unity, empathy, and 
integrity.

A nkush  Kurkalang: The 
writer is Founder am i C h ie f  
M entor Kurkalang Skilling
& Learning Center (https:// 
tinvurl.com /ksles ) ankush- 
kurkatang@ gmail.com

No roll-back  
on N EP 2020 

please!
Editor.
The Meghalaya College 

T e a c h e r s ’ A sso c ia t io n 's  
(MCTA) call for tic  boycott 
o f  First Sem ester C lasses 
opposing  the im plem ents- 
tion o f  N EP 2020 has con­
fused and  upset the students 
and parents. Through this 
co lum n , on b e h alf  o f  the 
student community, I request 
the MCTA to reconsider its 
stand in  opposing the imple­
m entation o f  N EPby NEHU 
in the  interest o f  student. 
W hile  som e  co lleges d id  
implement N EP and classes 
started from I st August 2023 
w ithout any disruption from 
any quarters, w e ;annot af­
ford NEHU to roll back its 
decision to implement NEP. 
Hence, wc the students who 
have a ttended classes under 
N EP curriculum request the 
University authorities to  re­
main firm on  their decision 
for N EP is a bctlcr under­
graduate program compared 
to the old curriculum. NEP
2020 provides us with flex­
ibility and holistic education. 
I write this on behalf o f  the 
student community.

Yours etc..
Rikynti Sawkmie, 

Via email

An A pology
Editor,
In connection  w ith my

Icttei published in yuui e s­
teemed Daily (ST. A ugust 
12.2023) on "G laring Igno­
rance o f  G eographical Loca­
tion." I would like to state 
that I ow e an apology to  the 
Nongpoh M LA.M ayralbom 
Syicm as the ‘Clarification’ 
(though not so c lear to  me) 
published in your Daily (ST 
July 28. 2023) with regard 
to the news item  appearing 
on the  p rev ious day  (S T  
July 27, 2023). had escaped 
my notice.

Yours ctc..
Prof. P.M. Passah.

President, Jaintia Hills 
Solidarity & W elfare Union 

Via email

K ashm iri 
pundits too 

are displaced  
people

Editor,
The Editorial captioned 

‘India's Tryst with destiny ' 
(S T  15th A u g u s t. 2023 ) 
has rightly highlighted the 
disturbing trend o f  displace­
ment o f  minority populace
in ou r country particularly 
in M anipur and Haryana on 
the basis o f  their cthnicity. 
History o f  independent India 
is w itness to  the  fact that

m ino rity  com m u n ity  and  
vulnerable sections in many 
Stales had  been c leansed  
e th n ic a lly  in c lu d in g  ou r
State Meghalaya. In our own
backyard, the capital tow n o f  
Shillong had w itnessed large 
sc a le  e th n ic  c lea n sin g  in 
Mawprem. Wahingdoh. Riat- 
samthiah and Malki area just 
few decades ago and the vic­
tims never got any support or 
sympathy o r justice  from the 
G overnm ent. Surprisingly, 
the editorial forgot to m en­
tion India's greatest ethnic 
cleansing post independence 
which displaced thousands 
o f  K ashm iri Pundits from  
Kashmir valley w ho are still 
liv ing as refugees in their 
own country.

Yours ctc., 
N .K. Kehar.

Shillong-3

Kudos to The  
Sh illong T im es

Editor.
It is great tin t The Shillong 

Times d a ily  com pleted  its 
glo rious 7X years on Au- 
gustlO, 2023. It is no doubt 
a victorious journey! In this 
connection I convey my sin- 
ccrest thanks and  gratitude 
to the administrators o f ’ The
Shillong Times' Shillong for 
felicitating me, in the digni­
fied gathering, held in the 
Pinewood complex on  12th 
evening, though I sincc rely

fee l. I am  not w orthy  o f  
such a b ig  honou r! With all 
hum ilities oneeagain I utter. 
‘I ow e you"!

Tlie Shillo»jj Times, daily
is  ju st like m ym om ingtea. 1 
can ’t imagine my day w ith­
out having a Icokat 'Shillong  
Times'. 1 am personally in­
debted to The Shillong Times 
for publishing; m y write-ups 
on different topics in differ­
ent tim es since 1979. when 
it w as the only English Jour­
nal from Shillong. Prior to 
1979 .1 started with 'Letters 
to  the Editor' column, and 
was encouraged to continue 
that contribut on by (L) P.N 
Chaudhuri. the then Editor 
o f  The Shillong Times. I am 
indebted to tlx: great soul.

I wish this newspaper ev­
ery  success and pray to God 
for its long-long victorious 
journey.

Yours etc., 
Unia Purkayastha 

Shillong 4

A Legacy o f  Unitv 
and Progress:

India’s 1947 
Declaration o f  
Independence

Editor,
W hen ou r beloved T ri­

colour w as unfurled on A u­
gust 15, 1947. with the Red

Fort serving as a backdrop, 
w e w ere  o v e rc o m e  w ith  
emotion. But this is a tribute 
to the innumerable individu­
als who sacrificed their lives,
hopes, and goals in favour 
o f  a single goal: a free and 
unified India.

T he fight for indepen­
dence  in  India  w as  m ore  
than just a political move­
ment. It served as  a tribute 
to  th e ir  pe rseverance, to ­
ge therness . and  sacrifice . 
The courageous sto ries o f  
Bhagat Singh. Rani Laxmi 
Bai, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
and countless other unsung 
heroes continue  to ring in 
ou r cars, their vision? India 
free from restrictions, where 
each person lives proudly 
and with respcct.

In the present, a  nation 
tha t had  p rev ious ly  been  
w iped ou t by co lonisation 
has been rebu ilt. Ind ia, a 
na tio n  w ith  m ore  than  a 
billion dream s, is now seen 
a s a  sym bol o f  optim ism , 
harmony, and development. 
Its developm ent has been 
remarkable.

E very  b rick  e re c te d  in 
our contemporary buildings, 
cach line o f  code written in 
ou r boom ing IT sector, and 
eac h  so n g  o f  u n if ic a tio n  
flowing from our multifac­
eted culture are a  tribute to 
the daring individuals who 
believed in the concept o f  In­
dia. By being a  global lc*adcr 
in many fields, from space

exploration to  initiating digi­
tal revolutions, w e have car­
ried on their heritage.

However, the Indian pop­
ula tion 's hearts and brains
have undergone the most 
d ram a tic  tran s fo rm a tio n . 
O ur strength rather than a 
source o f  conflict has been 
our diverse tapestry o f  lan­
guages. religions, and c ivili­
zations. We have repeatedly 
demonstrated that our ability 
to  work together in difficult 
times is our greatest strength. 
T he peacefu l cocx istcnce  
o f  numerous traditions and 
beliefs in  India is a da ily  
celebration o f  its enduring 
e thos. V asudhaiva Kutum- 
bakam . which translates to 
"the world is one family."

But a ssum ing  tha t ou r 
road has been w ithout ob ­
stacles w ould be  false. We 
have experienced tim es o f  
reflection and reckoning, just 
like any  evolving creature. 
India has ove rcom e  these  
challenges, though, and  its 
people have banded together 
to make sure that progress 
never stops.

R e m e m b er, e v e ry  In ­
dian reading this, that our 
freedom was more than just 
a  sh ift o f  pow er; it w as a 
p ro m ise -  a p rom ise  o f  a 
better tomorrow, created in 
unity and cooperation. Let's 
be sure to uphold the legacy 
o f  our freedom  fighters as 
wc continue to  achieve new 
heights. Wc hold the key to

rea lising  their vision  o f  a 
united a rd  thriv ing  India. 
Let's treat it w ith respect, 
take care  o f  it. and pass it
dow n as she most priceless
heirloom.

In d ia  liv e s  o n  in  th e  
echoes of Jana Gana Mana. 
the energy o f  every festival, 
and the unity o f  every move­
m ent. L et's m a in ta in  the 
spirit o f  1947 by standing 
tall and pioud. w alking hand 
in hand. :n d  speaking heart 
to heart.

Yours etc..
Shubno Paul 

Via email

Felicitating  
m eritorious 

students
Editor.
The declaration o f  this 

y e a r ’s board re su l ts  w as 
follow ed by d ifferent pro­
gramm es and functions or­
ga n ize d  by  G overnm en t, 
N G O s. d if fe re n t D o rb a r 
Shnongs. po litica l parties 
and num erous groups who 
wish to felicitate the meri­
torious students o f  the state. 
Such initiatives to inspire 
and motivate the hardwork­
ing students are w ell appre­
c iated by all especially the 
concerned students a nd  their 
families alike.

Howerer. in my personal 
observation, I have noticed

that in  m ost i f  not a ll o f  
these programmes.attention 
is given mostly to  students 
w ho pass out from MBOSE 
w hile  those w ho c lea r the
equivalent exams from other 
boards likcC B SE  and ICSE 
a rc  often ignored. Equally 
deserving o f  the accoladcs 
and  recognition  arc  those 
c a n d id a te s  w ho  m anage  
to  c le a r  th e ir  N E E T /JE E  
with relatively high marks. 
Considering the shortage o f  
MBBS sears from the G ov­
ernment quota such students 
who manage to excel a t the 
All-India Entrance Exam s by 
securing scats for themselves 
from the all India quota need 
to  be acknowledged.

M y humble suggestion to 
the  G overnm ent and other 
respective o rganisations is 
to  accom m odatc all m eri­
to r io u s  s tu d e n ts  in th e ir  
felicitation program m es in 
the near future irrespective 
o f  their boards and achieve­
ment. May I a lso request the 
media e lectronic and  print 
to  give such students due 
recognition and equal atten­
tion to  all.

Yours ctc.. 
Nam e withheld on request.

Via email 

Articles and letters ap­
pearing  on  this page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
a u th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

mailto:kurkatang@gmail.com
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Maggie Noodles Tourism 
killing Meghalaya

“The first step toward change is awareness. 
The second step is acceptance. ” 

— N athaniel Branden
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‘Third’ top econom y
OUTSTANDING statesman o f  the American Jew­
ish stock, Henry Kissinger, had prcdictcd that the 
21st Century w ill be A sia's, just as the previous 
w asA m erica’sand the 19th Century w as Europe's. 
Not many be ieved him 20 years ago. at the start 
o f  this century. Today, situations are evolv ing  in a 
way that this prediction is com ing true. The hyper­
activity on the Asian continent is best exemplified  
in the huge growth o f  China and Japan remaining 
on a strong econom ic footing and India recording 
a steady growth in recent ycan>. Put together, Asia 
is  where things are happening though Americans 
and Europeans still have an edge, either alone or 
through an a liancc as w as seen during the Iraq 
War, led by ihc ‘Coalition o f  the W illing’ with 
strong backing from the UK under Tony Blair. But. 
thereafter, political instability caught up with the 
UK  and the Americans too arc taking hits, starting 
with the World Trade Tower bombing by Al Qaeda 
and the events that followed.

Prime Minister Narendra M odi crooncd at his 
Independence D ay spccch  from the ramparts 
o f  Red Fort this time that India “w ill rise to be 
the third top global econom y in five years from  
now.” This is more possible not because India has 
a great leadership but because France and Ger­
m any are no longer growing at the desired pace. 
With a manpower strength o f  1.4 billion, India 
can work wonders while the population o f  both 
Germany and France arc ageing. India and China 
have a huge demographic dividend to power the 
cconom y, backed also  by technological advances. 
India is mors fortunate in these respects than 
China, whose population control measures started 
working to the red nation’s  disadvantage. This is 
the time for India to fully utilize its youth poten­
tial. A prcrcqjisite for harnessing this strength is 
the right vision and commitment on the part o f  
the government. Rather than youths lining up for 
jobs, they should first and more prominently be 
reoriented to start units, small or big, with govern­
ment encouragement. An effort in this direction 
had been conceived by Rajiv Gandhi as prime 
minister, extending youths small loans without 
guarantees. Even i f  ha lf such initiatives fail, the 
other half wculd make up for the loss to the na­
tional exchequer. Most people w ould hesitate to 
start a unit which can eventually g ive jobs to 
m any because getting the licences is a herculean 
task. One has to grease the palms o f  bureaucrats 
and politicians, together forming a black hole, 
w hich bum s the energy and resources o f  potential 
entrepreneurs. The Prime M inister must, first and 
foremost, be mindful o f  such dampcncrs if  India 
has to emerge as the world’s  third top super power 
in a short span o f  time.

By Patricia M ukhim

China's consumer demand decline helping 
India get more foreign investment

It’s now certain India 
will be 3rd largest 
economy by 2027

By Subrata Majumder

Have some 
em pathy for 

children
Etditor.
A v ideo  c lip  show ing  

c h ild re n  s ta n d n g  in the 
sunny, humid weather and 
collapsing one by one during 
the Independence Day cel­
ebration at Polo ground has 
gone viral. It recks o f  cruelty 
by the school administration 
and shows how shabbily and 
rudely the district authorities 
treat young ones in such a 
scenario. Why should chil­
dren be  made lo stand for 
hours listening o  bombastic 
spccches which iavc little or 
no impact on lie  audicncc. 
In fact it sounded like  an 
election rally. This also goes 
to Ihc other personnel o f  the 
policc department and armed 
forces who arc and should be 
treated equally is  well. This 
is not Right to Equality, this 
is utter rudcncssand unjusti­
fied harassment.

While provision to allow 
them to sit in a tent where 
they  can  get some shade 
w ould have been humane, 
making them  sa n d  in that 
kind o f  condition is nothing 
short o f  inhumanity while 
nincompoops sil in comfort. 
This is not the kind o f  Inde­
pendence Day that we should 
be celebrating. National day 
celebrations are not about 
V IP s but about “Wc The 
People." but where has that 
important part o f the Consti­
tution disappeared?

Yours ctc..
IW n in irS  Wankhar

Via email

Illegal 
check-gate set 
up bv KHADC

Editor.
I w ish to inform you that 

in the last tw o days there 
has been illegal collection 
by KHADC’ from trucks and 
other smaller vehicles coming 
from Assam to Meghalaya al 
U m dihar. R ibhoi d is tric t. 
How can the KHADC set up 
gates and collect money ai 
the rate o r  Rs 200 per vehicle 
and under w hat law? And 
who has given the KHADC" 
the permission to  collect the 
toll and when was the tender 
for the check gate floated?

As it is. today the priccs 
o f  essential commodities in 
the markets have spiralled. 
Add to  this the illegal co l­
lection and priccs will further 
escalate.

I the re fo re  request the 
media to  take up this matter 
and bring it to the noticc o f  
the State G overnm ent and 
the M eghalaya High Court 
so that ibis illegal collection 
along the highw ay is stopped 
forthwith and that those in­
volved should be arrested.

Yours ctc..
Kmcnsi Kharkamni 

Lawbyrwa Umsning

Umiam dam  
& bridge in 

danger
I*ditor
Ihc  entire North Eastern 

Region and Shillong in par­
ticular was jolted  on the eve 
o f  Independence Day when 
an cat lh i|u ake  uicasu i iug
S.4 on the Richtcr scale hit

V ery few  local people  
would w ant to venture out 
to any o f  the tourist destina­
tions with their family m em ­
bers for a relaxing weekend. 
T he reason? E very tourist 
spot is  over-crow ded with 
tou ris ts  from  A ssam . The 
number o f  A ssam registered 
vehicles every weekend has 
gone beyond count. And the 
State of M eghalaya with a 
Government that boast o f  a 
ten-billion do llar cconomy 
docs not even know how to 
handle this crisis which could 
actually lead to  the destruc­
tion o f  the tourism  indus­
try -  the only clcan. green, 
non-polluting, non-invasivc 
and employment generating 
industry. Why can 't those in 
the Government think that if  
tourism is killed it is equiva­
lent to killing the goose that 
lays the go lden  eggs. for. 
as o f  now there is no other 
industry that is possible in 
the foreseeable future - what
w ith  ex tortion  from  every 
q uarter, particu la rly  from  
so-catlcd  pressu re  groups 
that cherry-pick issues and 
with each one contesting to 
prove who is more patriotic 
than the next.

O n Saturday  last while 
returning from the Umiam 
Lake area after a trcc-plan- 
tation programme, a group o f  
us saw tourists parking by ihc 
roadside and cooking Maggie 
noodles on a gas stove and 
other utensils they had car­
ried along  with them. Just 
about 500 metres away were 
roadside stalls that also serve 
M aggie noodles am ongst 
other things but the Assam 
tourists were ju st not w illing 
to spend an extra buck on 
food. W ith me w as Roma 
Nongpyiur who retired as a 
senior officer from G overn­
ment o f  India Tourism De­
partment. Wc both stopped to 
talk to the tourists and asked 
them why they cam e all the 
way and  grudged the little  
that they needed to spend on 
food. Ihc  tourists gave some 
wishy-washy replies but they 
w ere not the only ones. All 
along the way from Umiam 
Lake onwards up lo Sohra wc 
will see such people spread­
ing their wares and eating by 
the side o f  the road.

The other aspect is  that 
unlike  Sikkim  we in M e­
ghalaya have lost the battle 
o f  using local cabs to ferry 
tourists to different destina­
tions. T his o f  course is an 
organic industry and should 
be an entrepreneurial venture 
by someone with a good busi­
ness plan but w e don 't have 
such an entrepreneur, sadly. 
Those behind the wheels in 
the  A ssam  v e h ic le s  d rive  
like  c razy ; s top  w herever 
they please and don’t seem

the region. Fortunately there 
was no report o f  any damage 
o r casualty. 11 ere the question 
is that had the earthquake 
been o f  higher severity (God 
forbid) what would have ihc 
efl'cct in Shillong and particu­
larly the Umiam Dam which 
is already weak and the im­
pact can well be imagined.

T his is a  w arn ing  sign 
to the G overnm ent to  take 
im m ediate steps and think 
o f  an a lterna tive  solution. 
A num ber requests in  ihc 
past had been made in this 
con tex t by the p e op le  but 
it appears that tne G overn­
ment is not considering the 
future o f  the Dam with any 
seriousness In ease o f  any 
damage lo the Dam. it will 
leave Shillong totally cut o ff  
from ihc rest o f  tlx: country 
and the fate o f  Shillongitcs 
will be in complete jeopardy. 
It is an earnest request to the 
G overnm ent to  take som e 
concrctc steps at the earliest 
to create an a lternative route 
on a w ar footing.

Yours etc., 
SL Singhania.

Via email

Status of ECl 
must be beyond 

doubt & its purity 
maintained

Editor.
The s ta tus o f  the I-Icc- 

tion Com m ission  o f  India 
should rem ain beyond re­
proach sincc as many as 10S 
countries had deputed their 
delegations to our country lo 
study the electoral process o f  
India. Some months ago the 
Supreme Court had adv ised 
the Government to adopt the

to carc if  they crcatc a traf­
fic jam . They are arrogant 
and insolent to say the least. 
Sometimes we hear o f  tour­
ists being bca cn up in some 
d istant part o f M eghalaya. 
With ihc attitude that tour­
ists display, one is no longer 
surprised that they would be 
roughed up by locals who 
resent the intrusion and the 
anrogance boih. It actually  
takes two to tango.

O n Saturday last, I took 
som e guests to  the  Arw ah 
C ave. The nu n b e r o f  visi­
tors there w asm ind blowing. 
D ocs the Tourism D epart­
m ent not u n je rs tan d  tha t 
there is a carrying capacity 
beyond which any destina­
tion will col lapse? Why can 't 
there be a linn: to the number

G eological sites in the world 
and for geological dating -  
ihc M cghalayan Age. This
7 km long cave is a like a 
fairyland inside. I had the 
jo y  o f  being part o f  a  cav­
ing  expedition  along  with 
the faculty o f  Martin Luther 
Christian University in May 
this year. While there are a 
group o f  young men as tour 
guides a t Mawmluh and they 
a rc  courteous and  know l­
edgeable. they need to lcam 
to tell stories to  interested 
and  cu rious visito rs . C av­
e rs o f  coursc have to rent a 
su it, helmets with lighting 
facilities and gumboots. At 
some point the climb is high 
and I recall a guide telling 
me to pul my weight on his 
thigh so  1 can clim b up to

operator said that would fetch 
more employment than G ov­
ernment continually pouring 
in money into a dead project 
just to  pay salaries.

Bansan Lyngdoh, a tour 
operator who has set up camp 
sites and homcstays for tour­
ists beyond the  M aw m luh 
cave at a place he calls the 
100 w aterfalls is now teaming 
up with the Tourism D epart­
ment o f  the M arlin L uther 
Christian University to crcatc 
awareness among the youth, 
women and the local dorbar 
o fthcarca  on how to con serve 
the cave even while it is being 
thrown open to tourists: the 
number o f  footfalls per day 
that will make it sustainable 
for the long run and also to 
inform tourists about respect­
ing what they arc stepping on 
and what they arc touching 
inside the caves. A story book 
for children in Khasi and Eng- 
lish, explaining the geological 
formation o f the caves -  Ihc 
stalactite and stalagmites and 
the lives inside the caves such 
as fish and bats arc explained 
in an easy readable format 
w ith illustrations by  noted 
a riist C arrccn Langslich is 
in the offing. This is a value 
chain that’s needed for every 
tourist destination. The locals 
should be the primary stake­
holders and not just a few tour 
operators. In fact, the locals 
arc the best conservators o f  
their piece o f  paradise.

M eghalaya is truly a beau­
tiful part o f  this earth  and 
even those o f  us who sec these 
sights and sounds all the time 
cannot but be overawed by the 
sheer beauty o f  nature. But as 
usual it is us humans who are 
also naturc’s worst enemies. 
Wc arc the w orst polluters 
and irresponsible vagrants. It 
is important for the Tourism 
Department to conic up with 
s trict rules and  regulations. 
Tourist destinations cannot 
cxcccd their carrying capac­
ity. Meghalaya is not for mass 
tourism. Mawlynnong is one 
such destination which has 
lost its charm. Nongriat too is 
getting overcrowded and the 
Living Root Bridges will soon 
crash if  the number o f  visitors 
per day are not restricted.

G ra n te d  tha t the  T our­
ism  D epartm ent cannot do 
everything especially enforc­
ing rules and regulations but 
cach destination must strictly 
implement the rules that d ic­
tate the carrying capacity o f  
each place per day. We don’t 
want to reach a point where 
like in Italy and other places 
in Europe the locals get so 
sick and tired o f  visitors (hat 
they stone them. Too much o f 
everything is bad and over- 
tourism will kill M eghalaya’s 
tourism prospects.

C o n su m er  d e m a n d  in 
China  plunged in to  de fla ­
tion. reflecting onslaught on 
consumer price. Its consumer 
price index fell by 0.3 percent 
in July, 2023, year -on-ycar 
basis, demonstrating failure 
o fX i Jinping's new policy to 
retrieve the cconomy. which 
was dcntcc by zero -COVID 
policy and domestic oriented 
demand.

Global analysts asserted 
that Chinese recession is akin 
to Japanese style stagnation, 
which let it deepened in the 
"Lost decade" -  1991-2000. 
A new term churned out for 
Chinese recession, renaming 
"Japanification". It equated 
to Japanese style asset price 
bubble burst, low dem and 
and downsizing o f  popula­
tion . threatening an ag ing  
socicty similar to  Japan. Ac­
cording to the latest estimates 
by the Chinese Government, 
more than 30 percent o f  the 
population in  China would 
be over 60 years old old. by 
around 2035. Global Times, 
a Chinese media, acknow l­
edged that iherc were ccrtain 
similarities between Japan o f  
1980 and I990’s and China 
today.

E x p ed itio n  for grow th 
in  the  C hinese  econom y  
declined significantly. It fal­
tered tw ic : in its target o f  
growth. In 2021, the target 
w as 5.5 percent. But it fell to 
3 percent. In 2022. the target 
was set at around 5 percent. It 
w as lower lhan 3 percent.

In contrast, India pitched 
for a strong macroeconomic 
stability in the post COVID. 
It poses a  big challenge to 
C hinese  hegem ony in the

growth. Trajectory o f  growth 
ensures Prime M inister Nar­
endra Modi predicts India to 
be ihc 3rd biggest economy. 
This means India will sur­
pass Germany and Japan in 
growth. Currently. India is 
the 5th largest economy, ac­
cording to Forbes.

According to a Stale Bank 
o f  India research report. India 
was forecasted to be  the 3rd 
biggest cconomy by 2030. 
Global S&P was upbeat to 
project Ind a ’s annual growth 
by over 6  percent annually 
till 2030. M organ Stanley, 
in its last November report, 
projected I idia to be 3rd b ig­
gest economy by 2027.

D em ographic and d ig i­
tal d iv idends a re  the key 
factors, a ttributed to India 
shining in growth amidst the 
slower growth in the world.
Il is supported by nearly 900 
million working age popula­
tion. with 759 million "ac­
tive internet users" and 650 
million smartphone users in
2022, the second biggest after 
China. India ranked 2nd b ig­
gest manufacturer o f  mobile 
phones a rd  3 rdbiggcst in 
the world for start-ups and 
Unicom.

In 2022-23. India’s GDP 
soared by 7.2 percent -  one 
o f  ihc fastest growth in econ­
omy - in the world. Inflation 
hovered in the comfortable 
zone a t 6.7 percent and ro­
bust growth w as achieved 
in capital expenditure by 39 
percent, reflecting a strong 
p la tfo rm  fo r  investm en t. 
Cxport boomed nearly by 7 
percent in 2022-23. It was 
o v e r  a  strong  base  o f  45 
percent growth in 2021-22. 
reflecting acom bincd impact 
o f  nearly 50 percent growth 
in export daring the past two 
years.

India's teinvigorale Make 
in India -  the flagship o f  
Indian manufacturing policy 
lost steam. M anufacturing
made a stupendous growth.
after deceleration consecu­

tively for 2 years in the post 
COVID period. It surged by
11.8 percent in 2021-22, in 
contrast to fall by 9.6 percent 
and 1.4 percent in 2020-21 
and 2019-20 respectively.

A scries o f  policy mea­
sures  w ere introduced  to 
reboot the growth. It intro­
duced “ A tmanirbhar Pack­
age (self-reliant)**, which 
included PL1 schcmc (Pro­
ductivity Linked Incentive), 
investment opportunities un­
der National Infrastructure 
Pipeline (N IP). Indian In­
dustrial Land Bank ( IILB), 
N ational S ing le  W indow  
system and others

The PLI Schcmc has been 
a big success for attracting 
FD1 in the country. W hile the 
world FDI inflow registered 
a  dow ntrend, India pinned 
a marked growth. In 2022. 
Global FDI inflow declined 
by I2.5pcrccnt . in contrast 
to spunring growth in India . 
by i0 .3  percent.

W ith the  o u tb rea k  o f  
CO VID 19, supply chain dis­
ruption jolted global grow th 
and eventually FDI inflow. 
Iron ica lly , g loba l supply 
chain disruption turned boon 
to India instead. It gave a 
new lease o f  life to "Make 
in India” , which w as losing 
stream.

A rgum ents w ere m ade 
and  d o u b ts  w ere  ra is ed  
a g a in s t In d ia 's  po ten tia l 
for the am b itio u s v ision 
for a new hub for global 
supply  chain . A ccord ing  
to  Hu Shishcng. Director, 
South Asia Institute, China
-  Institute for C ontem po­
rary  Industria l R e la tion , 
expressed concerns on I ndi a

em erg ing  as a substitu te  
for the China supply chain. 
There are three major chal­
lenges o f  Modi government 
policy, acco rd ing  to  him . 
First, in troduction  o f  the 
PLI sc h cm c  (P ro d u ctio n  
Linked Incentive), second, 
the global search for China 
a lternatives and third, e n ­
hancing free trade agreement 
routes to topple the burgeon­
ing imports from China ". 
The decision o f  Apple o f  
the USA, decoupling from 
China and shifting to  India, 
is a case in point.

Vietnam has emerged as 
a potential challenge to India 
in the supply chain. As a re­
sult. it became a big bet for 
the foreign investors. But. 
what goes in favour o f  India 
is its big domestic demand, 
in contrast to Vietnam, en ­
g u lfed  by low  d o m e stic  
demand. FDI flow in India 
was three times more than 
Vietnam in 2022.

The recent visit o f  the 
Indian Prime M inister to the 
US made a major turnaround 
in the interdependence o f  the 
tw o nations. Global viewers 
hyped India, saying "USA  
needs India more than India 
needs". The U S has been 
the biggest foreign investor 
in India.

US tilt to India for sup­
p ly  ch ain  w as re fle c te d , 
with USA acknow ledging 
Ind ia ’s lead e rsh ip  in  the 
Indo-Pacific region. In the 
2nd IPEF (Indo-Pacific Eco­
nomic Framework) for Pros­
perity Ministerial M eeting at 
Detroit in May 2023, agree­
ment was signed for supply 
chain resilience. It provides 
several benefits  to  India, 
including potential shift o f  
production centres, from the
14 mem ber nations.

In summ ing up. M odi's 
chanting o f  India to be the 
3rd b ig g e st cco n o m y  by 
2030 is likely to pilch a po­
tential destination for doing
business. (IPA Service)

o f  visitors to ihe cave? Each 
v isitor is paying Rs 50. I f  
there a rc  50(1 v isitors , the 
collectors arc actually raking 
a cool 25.000 bucks a day and 
believe me » i a given day 
iherc arc more than the above 
c itcd number.

Cio to the Kynrem Falls on 
the Shclla-Solra road and the 
number o f  tourists there too 
is mind boggling and there
i« no one to collect any tour­
ism fee there. So, it’s a  free 
fo ra ll show or'a magnificent 
w aterfall. The only visible 
s truc tu res  th :re  are  sm all 
shops se lling U ncle Chips 
and other predictable knick- 
knacks along with betel nut 
and leaves, cigarettes ci al. 
We have not learnt to  add 
value to our tourism assets.

Let me now oomc to the 
M aw m luh  cave w hich  is 
now  m ade famous a fte r  it 
w as sclccted by UN ESCO  
a s one o f  the first 100 among 
the International Union o f  
Geological Sccnccs (IUGS),

se lec tion  proccss o f  Elec­
tion Commissioners but now 
G overnm ent has com e up 
w ith a new selection proccss 
w here the C hief Justice o f  
India (CJI) is excluded from 
the proccss. Previously the 
Suprem e Court had raised 
objections that a person who 
has been nominated by the 
G overnm ent ;annot be ex­
p ected  to  be independent 
and neutral. Now the view 
o f  the Government is that if  
an Election Commissioner is 
nominated by CJI then in case 
o f  litigation against an EC the 
CJI may not remain neutral. 
Interestingly, tie  Bill not only 
overturned  tfcc SC verdict 
but was not part o f  31 bills 
listed for passage during the 
session. Four years ago loo 
when the Bill for abrogating 
Article 370 was presented in 
Rajya Sabha no Opposition 
m ember was aware about it. 
A s per version o f  G hulam  
Nabi Azad wh> w as leader o f  
opposition in Rajya Sabha he 
remained sitting on stairs o f  
Rajya Sabha for four hours 
but w as not shown on Rajva 
Sabha TV.

The Bill introduced by 
the Government in the Rajya 
Sabha seeking to exclude the 
CJI from the panel to sclcct 
the C hief E la tion  Com mis­
s ioner a nd  E lection C om ­
missioners is deeply flawed. 
In seeking to do away with 
the non-partisan presence o f  
a third member like the CJI 
along with the Prime Minis­
ter. who head? the panel, and 
the Leader o f  tic Opposition, 
it attem pts to undermine the 
v ery  d e m ocratic  fo u n d a ­
tion o f  picking executives to 
oversee the efcetion proccss 
in  autonomous and  neutral 
roles. ITic chaagc being con­
templated now will provide

the next level o f  the cave. 
There arc places where the 
opening is narrow1 and wc 
had to crawl on our stomachs 
and at other placcs w e had to 
w ade through w aist length 
water. It’s one o f  the mosl 
interesting learning curve and 
a memorable expedition - my 
second  after Krcm K olsati 
which was led by our local 
speleologist Brian Kharpran 
and his team The Mawmluh 
cave is currently being pol­
lu ted  by the w aters f low ­
ing from a drain cum  canal 
adjacent to the ncar-defunct 
M awm luh Chcnra Cem ents 
Limited (MC’C'L).

Many arc o f  the opinion 
that ihc MCCLestablishment 
w hich Ins stopped producing 
ccm cnt for o v e r  decad es, 
should now be convened into 
a multi-purpose performance 
centre  cum museum where 
the geography and history 
o f  the Mawmluh cave could 
be narrated to visitors before 
they actually enter it. A  tour

the worst possible optics to 
the appointment o f  election 
officials from among a set o f  
chosen bureaucrats o r others 
by a panel o f  governm ent 
officials.

No system o f  picking olfi- 
cials to the EC may be perfect 
and nothing can guarantee 
that an official once chosen 
will not behave in a partisan 
m anner. Bui the idea o f  an 
autonomous Election Com ­
mission. presided over in its 
history by a few dedicated 
bureaucrats, who withstood 
a ll kinds ot pressures from 
ruling dispensations in states 
and at the Centre, to bring 
fairness into the poll proccss. 
is being upended by a total 
takeover o f  the system  o f  
appointments.

The dow ngrading o f  the 
status o f  the EC members is 
another change that must be 
addressed before the Bill is 
allow ed to become law. In 
all fairness, the Government 
should reconsider the pro­
posed change by which any 
ruling party at the Centre will 
have unfettered say over who 
mans the EC with a Cabinet 
M inister as the third member 
o f  the panel.

It is generally seen that 
the selection o f  CEC or EC 
by the government has been 
problem atic due to various 
reasons prevailing  a t each 
time. Presently it is felt that 
such an appointment weak­
ens the institutional apparatus 
and l)cnce iherc w as a need to 
insulate the system against 
po litica l and o r  execu tive  
interference. This was on the 
lines o f  the recommendations 
o f  the  Law C om m ission 's 
255th Report o f  March 2015. 
the Second A dm inistrative
Refoiins Com mission in its 
fou rth  R epo rt o f  Jan uary

^ m
2 007 ,the D inesh G os warn i 
C om m ittee Report o f  May 
1990, and Justice Tarkundc 
Committee Report o f  1975.

A day be fo re  the m on­
soon session cone 1 tided the 
G overnm en t tab led  a B ill 
which retains the collegium 
system, but replaces the CJI 
with a minister appointed by 
the Prime Minister. If passed 
by the Parliam ent it would 
restore the prerogative on se­
lection o f  ECl members back 
to the political executive.

The Suprem e court had 
already emphasised that the 
purity  o f  the e lec tion  pro ­
ccss must be maintained to 
preserve dem ocracy o r  else 
it w ould lead to d isastrous 
conscqucnccs. N ow  both the 
G overnm ent and  Suprem e 
Court should play construc­
tive roles towards this direc­
tion.

In M arch th is y e a r  the 
Sup rem e  C ourt had done 
what succcssive governments 
shied away from. The five- 
jud g e  C onstitutional bench 
unanimously dccidcd to take 
away Ihc sole prerogative o f  
selecting these top election 
officers from the executive. 
T he court em phasised  that 
the p u r ity  o f  the e lec tion  
proccss must be maintained 
to preserve democracy or else 
it “would lead to disastrous 
consequences."

W hen the G 20 c o n fe r­
ence is being held in India 
w hich claims to be the largest 
dem ocracy the im pression 
should not get out that there 
is friction between the G ov­
ernment and Supreme Court 
o ve r se lec tion  o f  E lection  
Commissioners.

Yours etc., 
Yosh Pal Ralhan.

Via entail

“Demographic and digital dividends 
are the key factors, attributed to India 
shining in growth amidst the slower 
growth in the world. It is supported 
by nearly 900 million working age 

population, with 759 million 
“active internet users"and  650 million 
smartphone users in 2022, the second 

biggest after China. ”



T H E  SH IL L O N G  T IM E S. SH IL L O N G , SATURDAY, A U G U S T  19. 2023 (SIX )

“ P a r tia l cu ltu re  ru n s to  th e o rn ate , 

ex trem e cu ltu re  to  s im p lic i ty ”
—  C h r is t ia n  N este ll B ovee

The Shillong Times
VoJ No:I.XV No.*) S.A I t  RI1AV. At CUNT 19.101}

End to G ender Stereotyping
T H E  Suprem e C ourt has recen tly  c o m e  out 
w ith  a ‘ H andbook on  C om bating  G ender S te­
reo typ es.’ This handbook a im s to assist ju d ges  
and the legal com m u n ity  in id en tify in g , un­
derstanding and com b atin g  stereotypes about 
w om en. It contains a g lossary  o f  gender-unjust 
term s and suggesLs alternative w ords or phrases 
w h ich  m ay be used  w h ile  drafting plead ings as 
w ell as orders and ju d gm en ts. T he Handbook  
identifies com m on stereotypes about w om en , 
m any o f  w hich have been u tilised  by courts in 
the past and dem onstrates w hy they are in accu ­
rate and how  they m ay distort the application  o f  
the law. T he intention is not to critic ise  or cast 
doubts on  past ju d gem en ts but m erely to  sh ow  
h ow  stereotypes m ay  unw ittingly  be em ployed . 
F inally, it encapsulates the current doctrine on 
k ey legal issues w h ich  m ay be relevant w h ile  
adjud icating certain ca ses , particularly those  
concern ing  sexual v io len ce .

T h is Handbook o ffers  gu idance on h o w  to  
a void  u tilising harmful gender stereotypes, in 
particular those about w om en , in ju d ic ia l d ec i­
s ion  m aking and w riting. A m o n g  the 43  w ords 
that are gender stereotypes are the w ords ‘h ook ­
er* w h ich  is replaced by ‘sex  w orker.’ ‘adulter­
e s s ’ - ‘a w om an w h o  has en gaged  in sexual 
relations outside o f  m arriage,’ ‘h o u sew ife ’ now  
hom em aker, ‘child prostitute' is a child  w h o  has 
been trafficked and ‘w h ore’ to  be know n sim ply  
as ‘w om an ’ and noth ing  m ore. The handbook  
a lso  tries to  accurately describe the ind iv idual’s 
sexual orientation such  as hom osexu a l or b i­
sexual S tereotypes are strongly  em bedded  in 
our co n sc io u sn ess  and internalised . T hey are 
then translated to  w ords, and actions. T his is 
due to  our societa l, cultural, and environm ental 
conditioning. Judges m ay u n consciously  rely on 
stereotypes which are preconceived assum ptions 
about p eop le  or groups w hen  d ec id in g  ca ses  or  
w riting judgem ents and cause incalculable harm. 
S tereotypes im pact the impartiality and the intel­
lectual rigour o f  ju d ic ia l d ec is ion s. E ven w hen  
ju d g es reach legally  correct ou tcom es, the use  
o f  reasoning or language that prom otes gender  
stereotypes underm ines the unique characteris­
tics, autonom y, and d ign ity  o f  the individuals 
b efore the court. U sin g  stereotypes, instead o f  
objectively  evaluating the situation, g o es  against 
the constitutional principle o f ‘equal protection  
o f  la w s’, which slates that the law  should  apply  
uniform ly  and im partially to  every individual, 
irrespective o f  their m em bership  to a group or  
category. T he .ise o f  stereotypes by ju d ges a lso  
has the effect o f  entrenching and perpetuating  
stereotypes, creating a v ic io u s  c y c le  o f  injus­
tice.

It is heartening that in the 76th  year o f  India’s 
Independence the ju st ic e s  have found it fit to  
c h a llen ge  and o v erco m e gender stereotypes to  
ensure an equal, in c lu sive , and com passionate  
society . S in ce  the jud iciary  is daily  challenged  
by ca ses  relating to w om en  in different c ircum ­
stances it is vital that ju d ges not on ly  avoid  rely­
ing  on stereotypes in their d ec is io n  m aking and 
w riting, but also a c tiv e ly  ch a llen ge  and dispel 
harm ful stereotypes. T his is precisely  the reason  
for the handbook w h ich  w a s con ce ived  during  
the C ovid  lockdow n.

U nfortunate events leading to bifurcation of Hima 
Shillong into Hima Mylliem and Khyrim  in 1853

l lim a  M ylliem
Before the advent o f  the 

British East India Company, 
tlie Hima Shillong w as one 
o f  the largest and the most 
important Hima (Syiemship) 
in the en tire N orth Eastern 
part o f  India extending from 
Umngot River in  the South 
to  B ra h m ap u tra  R iv e r  in 
the North. The Hima Jaintia 
(Jaintia kingdom) and River 
Kupli fo rm ed the  E astern  
boundary w hile the Umtrew 
(D igaruj River form ed the 
natural boundary  with the 
H im a N o n g k h la w  in (he 
W est (B arch ). The Syiem  
(C h ie f)  o f  H ima S hillong  
then, w as also known as Raja 
o f  Assam-Shillong ow ing to 
his rule over a large Raid Ri- 
T hor (a plain Com m unity) 
lying in Lower Assam val­
ley along the Southern bank 
o f  the B rahm aputra R iver 
known as Raid Dumria (Dcsh 
D cm oreah) extending from 
T opatoli. (K am rup M , A s­
sam ) in the  Last to Byrnihat 
o f  Raid M arw et. M ylliem  
Syiemship in tlie West.

T he Hima Shillong was 
founded by the confederation 
o f  Raids (Community) o f  tlie 
B asan (s) a nd  L yngdoh(s) 
spread over T hem  (valleys) 
o f  Ri Bhoi and the upland 
K h as i H il ls .  T h e  H im a  
Shillong was therefore also 
know n as “ Hima Saw kher 
Lai Lyngdoh”  in  honour o f  
tlie Saw (four) Khcr/Basan 
and Lai (three) Lyngdoh who 
founded the Hima Shillong 
(L y n g d o h . 1938). T he 4 
Pounders Basan were ( I)  
Basan N ongksch from the 
Thangkhiew  Laikpoh clan.
(2) Basan Nongumlong from 
the  N ongncng  Daloi c lan .
(3) Basan Sw cr from Swcr 
clan and (4) Basan Synrem 
from Synrem  c lan . W hile 
the Lai (three) Lyngdoh were 
( I )  Lyngdoh M ylliem from 
the L yngdoh M arbaniang  
clan. (2) Lyngdoh Nongkrem 
from the Pyngrope clan and 
(3) Lyngdoh N ongbri from 
the  Lyngdoh N ongbri clan 
(Giri. 2012). Nongksch. the 
ancestral Raid o f  the Basan 
N ongksch was chosen as the 
Capital o f  the Hima Shillong 
while a ling Sad (tradition­
al residence) o f  the Syiem 
Shillong, protected by deep 
moat w as a lso  constructed 
at M yrshan. N ongksch. Ka 
Pung  Sum  H ati (e lephan t 
bathing pond) w as also dug 
w here v is iting  d ig n itarie s  
used to bathe their elephants. 
A w eekly market known as 
lew  Rynghcp using M ega­
liths as Basa (stalls) w as also 
established. The remains o f  
these ancient monuments are 
still present in Nongksch.

T he Hima Shillong had 
s tro n g  tr a d e  re la tio n sh ip  
with the Ahom kingdom and 
records confirmed o f  the fre­
quent exchange o f  dignitar­
ies. Two envoys. U Narleng 
and U M anu Rai were sent to 
the Ahom Court o f  Gaurinath 
in 1784 to discuss trade and 
border relationship with Raid 
D um ria (D esh  D oom rcah) 
w hich  w as a lso  know n as 
Raid K had-ar Bangthai as 
there are 12 Bangthai (Clan

By Basan Nongkseh

C hiefs) o f  th : Amri Karbi 
tr ib e , w ho arc the  in d ig ­
enous inhabitants. Two yeans 
later, another argc  emissary 
v isit w as received  by  the 
Bar Phukan at Bharalumukh 
(Kamrup M. Assam) on the 
17th A pril. 1786 (B areh . 
1967 reprin t). T he Basan 
and Syiem Shllong travelled 
extensively b» elephants all 
o v e r  R aid D um ria (D esh  
D cm oreah) to interact with 
the  su b je c ts  a nd  u su a lly  
halted a t the residence o f  the 
R echo  D um ura (C h ic f  o f  
Dcsh Dcmorcah). A massive 
monolith w as ercctcd by past 
Syiem o f  Hima Shillong at 
N oakuchi (N ;kuchi village, 
K hetri, Kamrup (M) District. 
Assam) to  commemorate the 
g oodw ill rapport w ith  the 
A hom  Sw argadeo (K ing). 
O n 26th Decem ber. 2017. 
the Administrative Body o f  
N akuchi Village handed over 
the plot o f  land to the Hima

1830. Bor M anik, the aged 
and  s im p lcm indcd  Syiem  
(C hief) w ithout inform ing 
the  D orbar (C ouncil) hur­
ried ly  left to  N ongkhlaw . 
a cc om pan ied  by  o n ly  his 
nephews U Ksan and U Joy 
Syiem . But on the way he 
w as arrested along with his 
nephews. In order to secure 
release, he  w as required to 
sign a  declaration relinquish­
ing all claim s o f  Raid Dum­
ria (D esh  D cm oreah) and 
abdicate in favour o f  Shan 
Sing Syiem. U nfortunately 
while in custody, young Joy 
Syiem died and the aged Bor 
Manik Syiem devastated by 
the  cruel incidence decid ­
edly loss all the will to fight 
( Barch. 1967).

However, the Bakhraw(s) 
o f  Hima Shillong protested 
a g a in s t th e  fo rc ed  re lin ­
quishm ents and refused to  
accept Shan Sing Syiem as 
the Syiem o f  Hima Shillong.

A M onolith a t N oakuchi (N akuchi village, K hetri. 
K am ru p  (M ) D istric t. A ssam )

M ylliem ford:velopm ent o f  
the surrounding areas around 
the monolith.

When the colonial British 
took  a d m in is tra tiv e  c o n ­
trol o f  Assam, they d e lib ­
e ra tely  collected revenues 
f rom  R a id  L um ria  (D esh  
D cm oreah ) as w ell, fully  
aware that it .vas under the 
Hima Shillong. Immediately, 
on getting infonnation, Bor 
M anik  S y ic n  a lo n g  w ith 
the  Basan Nongkseh w ent 
dow n to Raid Dumria (Dcsh 
Dcnvoreah)onMarch 1828 to 
seize the illegal revenues col­
lected. A year later, in 1829 
the British began to claims 
B orduar (Barduar. A ssam ) 
o f  Hima Nongkhlaw  lying 
to  the  W est a f  G uw ahati. 
T hese  tw o  incidences led 
T iro t S ing  Syicm lich , the 
Syiem o f  Hima Nongkhlaw 
a nd  B or M anik to  rea lize  
the colonial intention o f  the 
British East India Com pany 
and  w ith  the  endorsem ent 
o f  all Khasi llim as (Syicm- 
ships), a w ar to drive away 
the British from all the Khasi 
I lim as w as declared on 1st 
A pril, 1829. Unfortunately, 
w hile the Anglo- Khasi w ar 
w as raging on. David Sott. 
the A gent to the G overnor 
G eneral sent a jem adar (za- 
mindar) to Bor Manik Syiem 
to convey the in tention o f  
the  British G overnm ent to 
cease collection o f  revenue 
f rom  Raid Cum ria  (D esh  
Dcmoreah) and restored all 
possessions iflic  ceased par­
ticipating in tlx: war. O n May

Ultimately, this led to a  civil 
w ar  know n as T hang  lich 
Thang iong (bum the white- 
British, and the black) amidst 
the full rages o f  Anglo-Khasi 
w ar. T h e  lin g  Sad o f  the 
Syiem Shillong at N ongkseh 
w as razed to  the ground by 
the Lyngdoh o f  M ylliem and 
Lyngdoh N ongkrem  and  it 
w as only through the timely 
in te rvention  o f  the  B asan 
Nongksch that the royal lin­
eage o f  the Syiem Shillong 
w as kept safe. Shortly after 
the burning o f  the ling Sad. 
the Uasan Sw cr and Hasan 
Synrem  proposed  to  pro ­
claim  themselves as the new 
rulers o f  the Hima Shillong 
at a D orbar held at Sadcw 
(Sadcw village. East Khasi 
H ills). W hile  the  frenzied  
c row d  shou ted  in support 
o f  the proposal, the Basan 
Nongkseh with his support­
e rs  stood up and thundered 
"W hy  should w c elec t the 
Syicm-bricw (pcoplc-Syicm) 
when we have the Syiem-blei 
(G ods-Syiem ) w ho is  still 
alive". W ith this revelation, 
the D orbar abrup tly  ended 
and the Basan Sw cr dejected 
by the disclosure defected to 
H ima Sohra w hile the Basan 
Synrem moved to  Sheila and 
remained anonymous up to 
this day (Giri.2012).

G radually  a fte r  the war 
e n ded  in  1833. the  H ima 
S h illong  began  to  slow ly 
disintegrated and following 
a report by AJM Mills it was 
finally bifurcated into Hima 
M y ll ie m  a n d  K h y rim  in

1853 (Giri. 2012). Tlie Basan 
N ongksch  a n d  th e  Basan 
N ongum long choosc to re­
main with the I lim a Mylliem 
but continue to  be an integral 
part o f  the Hima Khyrim in 
religious traditions a ssoci­
ated with the Syiem  Hima 
Shillong. The Lyngdoh Myl- 
licm w ent to the Hima Myl- 
liem while Lyngdoh Nongbri 
a n d  L yngdoh N o n g k re m  
remained in the Hima K hy­
rim. But ow ing to the past 
com plication at N ongkseh. 
the Lyngdoh N ongkrem was 
not a llow ed  to  pa rtake  o f  
traditional sacrifices. To this 
day. a w ooden pillar (Rishot 
Sawkher) is kept a t the front 
o f  the ling Sad a t Smit. East 
K hasi H ills in  hon o u r o f  
the  fo u r S a w k h e r  B asan . 
the  Founders o f  the Hima 
Shillong.

After, the bifurcation o f  
the  H im a S h illo n g . Shan 
S ing  Syiem  the  successor 
o f  Bor M anik  Syiem  had 
dem anded  fo r the restora­
tion o f  R aid Dumria (Desh 
Dcmoreah) w herein Captain 
F.G. Lister and Captain Jen­
kins had agreed to it but due 
to  the ob jection  raised  by 
A. B ogle, the Collec tor o f  
Kamrup District the matter 
w as kept in abeyance. Al­
though Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
the then officiating G overnor 
General o f  India had declined 
to  accep t the  p roposal, he 
e xp ressed  h is w illingness 
to approve tlie arrangement 
proposed by Captain Jenkins 
provided that it w ould not 
jeopardise the interests and 
convenience o f  the occupants 
(Barch).

Subsequently, w hen A s­
sam  w as carved  ou t from  
B engal on 6 .02 .1874 , the 
colon ial B ritish instead o f  
restoring Raid Dumria (Desh 
Dcmoreah) to the Hima Myl­
liem  tagged it to  K am rup 
D istrict o f  A ssam vide No­
t if ic a t io n  N o. 1430 d a ted  
14.09.1876. Since then, there 
has been periodic demand by 
the Dorbar ( National Council 
o f  Amri Karbi) for restitution 
o f  the 487.72 Sq.km o f  Raid 
Duniria (Desh D cm orcah) to 
the Hima M ylliem  usurped 
from  Syiem Bor Manik on 
the ground that the Syiem 
alone cannot give away any 
territory without the approval 
o f  th e  D o rb a r (C o u n c il) . 
C o lo n e l H . S . B ivar, DC 
( 1874) wrote that, “ it has to 
be observed that the Chiefs 
in the Khasi H ills States arc 
no territorial sovereigns, but 
e lec ted  dem ocratic  C h iefs 
and that they have no rights 
w hatsoever in the soil.” Sir 
K. C antlic observed . “ The 
Jaintia Rajas like the Khasi 
C hiefs (Syiem ) are not ter­
ritorial sovereigns but demo­
cratic Chiefs, whose author­
ity is over the subjects and 
not over the lands, properly 
speaking they cannot assert 
te rrito ria l lim its, bu t their 
jurisdiction extends over vil­
lages and the boundaries o f  
such localities constitute the 
confines o f  their respective 
rule (Cantlic. 1934).

India a llian ce  p a rtn e rs  m ust 
show  m atu rity  in  sea t sh arin g  

Congress & AAP have joint 
responsibility in defeating 

BJP in Delhi
B y Stisliil Kutty

So. “INDIA" is vacillat­
ing. Honic M in ister  Amit 
Shah sa>s Prim e M inister 
Narendra Modi will get his 
wish, a  majority and a third 
term . T his, w hen  a ll that 
INDIA has to  do is prevent 
India fron  voting for Modi. 
The Congress should get its 
leadersh ip  ro le  in INDIA 
right. Rahul G andhi must 
get real. Wanting to become 
a ’tap&swi’ is the w orst that 
can happen to man.

Even it a ge  53. Rahul 
( iandhi sl ould sit down with 
every opposition leader he 
can coIIj j  and  read  them 
from the coalition book and 
give their a quick summary 
o f  the U P \ experience. The 
AAP should be made to  fall 
in line  or booted  out. T he 
hoi polloi arc looking for an 
alternative to Prime Minister 
N arcn d rt M odi and  A A P

the A A P m ay collapse  to­
morrow. The A A P is in no 
position to  play dictator and 
executioner.

The end o f  INDIA is not 
linked to  A A P's presence in 
the alliance. Also, INDIA’S 
future is not for AAP to fix or 
predict. At stake is a lot, even 
the democracy that has been 
elusive for 10 long years. A s 
predicted by quite a few op­
position stalwarts including 
C ongress P residen t M al- 
likarjun Khargc who has a 40 
year career advantage over 
Kcjriwal. Ousting Narendra 
Modi cannot be left to  the 
K ejriwals o f  this w orld, po­
litical upstarts with anarchy 
in their eyes. Narendra Modi 
and  A m it Shah w ill w rap 
them se lves in  la u g h ter if  
Arvind Kcjriwal gets pole 
position in INDIA.

Right now. Prim e M in­
is te r  N arend ra  M odi and

“ The tru th  is. A rv in d  K e jr iw a l a n d  

A A P  ca n n o t d e fe a t N a ren d ra  M od i 

a n d  B JP  alone. N e ith e r  ca n  R ah u l G andhi 

a n d  h is  p a r ty  C ongress. ”

convener A rvind Kcjriwal 
cannot prevent an alternative 
from emerging.

In fac t, no o p p o s itio n  
leade r, how ever ta ll and  
m uscular, should  get the 
notion tlut he 'she is bigger 
than the a llia n ce  IN D IA . 
I f  the AAP w ants to  skip 
INDIA'S M umbai meeting, 
good luc< to  K ejriw al, he 
c an  do  w hatever he fa n ­
cies. But drum it into him 
that lie is not indispensable. 
T he Congress pa rty 's  Alka 
L am ba  n ig h t  h ave  rile d  
Kejriwal with her statement 
tha t the  C o n g re ss  w ould 
contest all 7 seven Delhi Lok 
Sabha seats.

But Alka Lamba is not the
Iasi woid in tin.' CuuyivM.
T he 26-party IN D IA  will 
still be INDIA with 25 par­
ties? This is the only tim e 
in nearly 10 years that the 
Modi-led BJP looks vulner­
able and almost committed 
to commit hara-kiri. A t this 
time for NDIA to develop 
cracks is like snatching de­
feat from he jaw s o f  victory. 
Tlie AAP's is the only discor­
dant note n INDIA, which is 
actually like giving Kcjriwal 
the right to dism antle  IN­
D IA . w hy? I f  A A P thinks 
itse lf  greater than the sum 
o f  the whole INDIA, let it go 
and prove itself right.

T h e  ivJDIA a l l ia n c e 's  
M um bai m eeting  like ly 
to  be held on  A ugust 31- 
Septembcr 1 has to  happen 
in spite and despite o f  AAP. 
C h ie f  AAP spokesperson  
Priyanka K akkar's rant that 
being in INDIA requires the 
Congress to not to contest al I 
the 7 IX'Ihi seats is unreason­
able. Her " top  leadership" 
can take awalk. W ho knows.

Home M inister Amit Shah 
fear C ong ress  leader, the 
reinstated Wayanad Member 
o f  Parliament Rahul Gandhi, 
more than any other INDIA 
leader. T he o p tic s  o f  the 
Monsoon Session o f  Parlia­
ment clearly indicated w ho 
w as Prime M inister N aren­
dra M odi's sole equal in the 
House o f  543? Despite all 
the "m achinations". Rahul 
Gandhi couldn 't be  denied 
his right to be w itness to the 
last couple o f  sessions o f  a 
politician w ho claim s to be 
both ‘ V ishw aguru'and ‘Ma- 
ham anav' combined.

The truth is. Arvind Kc­
jriw al and A A P cannot de­
fea t N aren d ra  M odi and  
1JJP alone. N either can Ra­
hul G andhi and  h is pa rty  
Congress. T hat counts for 
every  other political party  
in the INDIA alliance. But 
together. INDIA can g ive  
BJP/NDA the defeat it fears. 
The AAP is behaving like the 
7 scats o f  Delhi will dccidc 
who rules India.

Alka Lamba has her own 
reasons to want Congress to 
contest all 7 Delhi scats. Her 
home state is Delhi and she 
has contested elections from 
D elhi. A nd she w as in the 
AAP; a one-time AAP MLA. 
There is no love lost between 
Lam ba and K cjriw al. But 
they seem to be totally un­
aware that defeating Prim e 
M inister N arendra Modi in 
2024 is a s easy a s * I -2-ka-4 ' 
if 'IN D IA 'e n su res  the Pas- 
manda M uslim do not vote 
for the BJP. Let that hap­
pen and then leave the rest 
to the grow ing num ber o f  
disgruntled Hindutva hand 
Modi his worst ever electoral 
defeat. (/PA Sendee)

CAG  blows 
the whistle

Editor,
The editorial "Bombshell 

from  C A G "  (S ~  A ugust
17, 2023) m ade in te re s t­
ing reading. It i< d ifficult 
to  say  w hether she CA G  
report is fair and accurate 
as the  M in istry  says that 
the  " A u d ito r 's  report d id  
not take  in to  account the 
cost o f  building bridges and 
tunnels, and the cost o f  land 
acquisition that form a major 
part o f  the 28.9 km D w aria 
E xpressw ay projcct. CAG 
has itself noted that the cost 
o f  construction o f Rs 18.2 
c ro rc  per k ilom etre  docs 
not include the  cost norms 
for flyovers, ring roads, ctc. 
They arc o f  the view that the 
expressway in question has 
elevated roads, underpasses, 
tunnels and  other com po­
nents which were not part 
o f  the project". But there are 
issues that the CAG flagged 
on the Bharat mala Project in 
the Parliam ent's M onsoon 
Session.

I rreg u laritie s  f lagged  
by CAG

T h e  C A G  re p o r t on 
Bharat mil la projcct, which

w as tahli-d in Parliamrnt last
w eek, has flagged several ir­
regularities in the awarding 
and  im plem entation o f  the 
projcct. Some o f  the major 
findings o f  the report arc:

The project cost has in­
c reased  by 65%  from  Rs. 
5.35 lakh crorc to  Rs. 8.84 
lakh crorc due to  changes in 
the scope, specifications, and 
land acquisition rates.

The pro jcc t au thorities 
have selected ineligible b id­
ders based on  falsified docu­
m ents o r  w ithout fulfilling 
tender conditions, resulting 
in  undue favou r to  som e 
c ontractors and loss to  the 
exchequer.

T he pro jcc t au thorities 
have no t followed the pre­
scribed procedures for pre­
p a rin g  feasib ility  reports, 
detailed projcct reports, and 
cost estimates, leading lo er­
rors and inconsistencies.

The projcct au thorities 
h av e  no t en su re d  tim ely  
com pletion o f  land acquisi­
tion , utility shifting, forest 
c learance, and environm en­
tal clcarancc, causing delays 
and cost escalation.

Ih c  M in istry  o l Koad 
Transport and Highways has 
refuted some o f  the findings 
o f  the CA G  repo rt, e sp e ­

cially n’tjarrlinj; the rrvtf h i tc
o f  the Dwarka Expressway, 
w hich w as attribu ted  to a 
13-fold increase in land ac­
quisition rates. The ministry 
has a lso  c la im cd  tha t the 
CACi report has no t taken 
into account the benefits o f  
the project in terms o f  im ­
proved connectivity, reduced 
travel tim e, and  enhanced 
e c o n o m ic  ac tiv ity . H ow ­
ever, sources in  the  Road 
Transport M inistry revealed 
to PTI that the "projcct cost 
w as much h igher than the 
established cost structure." 
The problem  is  tha t w hen 
there are "no  cost nonns for 
flyovers, ring roads e tc .,” 
then there is room for ma­
n ipu la ting  the  cost o f  the 
projcct. The issues flagged 
by CAG cannot b e  wished 
away. Let u s not forget that 
the Prime M inister w hocalls 
h im self a  “ Pradhan Sevak" 
(Prim e Server) had in 2014 
said "NA  KIIA U NG A . NA 
K H A N E  D U N G A ” . N ow  
the  ball is in  the cou rt o f  
th e  g o v ernm en t and  it  is 
for the M inistry to  submit 
their com m ents on the issue 
to CAG as and w henever it 
conies up for discussion in 
the Public A ccounts C om ­
mittee.

V K Lyngdoh.
Via email 

Suffering students

K hasi wom en  
then and now

Editor,
I w o u ld  like  to  thank  

K yrso ibo r Pyrtuh for his 
w rite-up  " In d a 's  Indepen­
dence: Khasi Women in the 
P o litical D iscourse .” and 
for sharing an extract o f  the 
m emorandum, d t. June 24, 
1947 signed by the collec­
tive o f  Khasi women. The 
m cm oranduir w as so  well 
a rticu la ted  that it has left 
me in  aw e o f  these women's 
intelligence and far sighted- 
ncss.

T ill d a te  wc arc  still a 
very strong matrilincai soci­
ety and are proud o f  drawing 
our lineage fram our moth­
ers. O f course there are some 
who wish otherwise but I for 
one will never exchange it 
for anything in the w orld. 1 
hope I echo tlie sentiments 
o f  many o f  m> Khasi-Jaintia 
brethren. Women then and 
m ore  so tod»y engage in  
trade and busi less and make 
good  a nd  profitab le  deci­
sions to sustain and enhance 
their businesses. It must not

hi» fn r jn lli’n  tha t w om rn
a re  a lso  taking care  o f  the 
children, every m em ber in 
the fam ily a longside  han­
d ling household chores. At 
this juncture. I would like to 
bring to  mind the dem and o f  
the Synjuk ki Seng Kynthei. 
1 agree with them o f  the need 
to permit women to be part 
o f  the local D orbar Shnong. 
Yes. customs and traditions 
have never had women as 
part o f  such Dorbars but we 
need to  m ove a long  with 
the tim es and acknowledge 
the  fac t that w om en play 
an integral part not only at 
home but also a t work. Some 
juggle home and work very 
well. Certainly, women do 
no t w an t to  su rpass  m en 
but to have an equitable ac­
cess to resources and pow er 
sharing.

To comc back to the mem­
orandum, these w omen were 
so conscious o f  the need to 
allow us to  uphold our tra­
ditional institutions and ex­
ercise our rights. A bove all, 
the far sightedncss o f  these 
women needs to be acknow l­
edged as they remind us o f  
how impossible it is for us 
to live in isolation. T he ca­
maraderie that we share with 
our neighbours illustrates the

imth o fh o w  miu'li w<* nrivl 
to coexist and bccomc more 
tolerant o f  one another. Yes. 
even a fte r  76 years o f  the 
nation 's independence and 
50 years o f  our statehood wc 
arc still not self- sufficient 
and are dependent on other 
neighbouring states. These 
w om en h a v e  su c h  g rea t 
sense and insight o fo u r state 
and  its people that I echo 
K yrsoibor Pyrtuh when he 
concludes that w e need to 
revisit the role that women 
have in the  political arena 
o f  ou r state. Let the unheard 
voices be heard!

Y ours etc., 
Jcnnicfcr Dkhar.

Via email

10 Billion  
D ollar Junila
Editor,
A ny a v e ra g e  th in k in g  

person will smell a  rat, when, 
not the m oon, but heaven is 
promised to  us with schcmcs 
and m issions having fancy 
names like " Elevate." ” Fo­
cus.” "Lamp" and what have 
you which promise to create
5 lakh jo b s  o r  to  develop  
entrepreneurship. Tourism. 
Agriculture, ctc. T his surely 
is a gigantic con system  o f  
sem antics and  a rithm etic.

SniTW* peoplr m ay rtelivt a
stink when it conies to the 
above schemes and missions 
but I think the biggest stink 
bomb shoald be the promise 
o f  a S 10 billion economy. 
In this regard, let me raise a 
hypothetical question: W hat 
will a S 10 billion economy 
for a population o f  30 lakhs 
m ean for a n  ordinary Me- 
ghalayan9 T he answ er is 
that this ordinary M cgha- 
layan will have a per capita 
inconic pie o f  Rs.2,77.000 
approximately. This sc a n s  
great but let us have a  real­
ity check. According to  data 
r e le ased  by  th e  M in istry  
o f  S tatistics and  P rogram  
Im plem entation. G overn­
ment o f  India. Meghalaya's 
per capita income presently 
s tands a t R s.98 .572 . The 
question is, will Meghalaya 
be  able  to  raise its per capita 
incom e by alm ost 3 tim es 
w hich will require a  rate o f  
growth o f  more than 30%  per 
annum in the next 5 years? 
H igh ly  u n lik e ly  becau se  
according to the above M in­
istry's statistics, the average 
rate o f  growth o f  our state's 
Gross Stale Domestic Prod­
uct stands at 7.76%  in the 
last 9  years also ranking it at 
32nd place am ong 33 states

and I ITs
Another important point: 

This promise o f  a S 10 bil­
lion economy is proposed to 
be achieved without hav ing a 
comprehensive, unified E co­
nomic Policy which means 
th at we don 't ha ve a plan o r a 
vision. This resembles a sce­
nario when blind men try  to 
follow other blind men who 
them selves arc stum bling  
in a dark alley which leads 
nowhere.

Under the above c ircum ­
stances, it seems that the S 10 
billion economy is a  Jumla 
o r  false dream  being  sold 
to  make u s  somehow forget 
our present nightmare. It also 
seems that most o f  us believe 
in this Jum la because only a 
few people arc raising ques­
tions. By the tim e wc wake 
up. i f  ever, e lec tions w ill 
be a t hand and for meagre 
am ounts, w c may again vote 
for the  sam e sw eet talking 
merchants o f  drcains.

Yours etc., 
Samuel Swctt, 

Shillong-2

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing on  this page a re  
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
au th o rs  a n d  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times
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How the Victorians invented the 'staycation'
f  \

(L E F T ) V icto r ia n s on  h o lid a y  on  a beach  in H a stin g s, S u sse x  in 1898. (D a v e  B agnall C o llec tio n );  (R IG H T ) A  p o ster  from  th e  y e a r  1900 a d v e r tis in g  th e  s e a s id e  at S k e g n e ss . (Shaw shots)

By J o a n  P a s s e )

H o l id a y s  f e e l l ik e  an  im p o r ta n t  to n ic  a f te r  
su c h  a to u g h  y e a r .  W h i le  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r a v e l  is  p o s s ib l e ,  i t ’s n o t  e x a c t ly  e a s y , so  

m a n y  a re  c h o o > in g  to  s ta y  c lo s e r  to  h o m e , o p t in g  
fo r  a " s ta y c a t io n " .  T h is  y e a r  h o l id a y m a k e r s  a rc  
d is c o v e r in g  the  t r e a s u r e s  o f  th e  U K ’s c o a s t  a n d  
th e  ru g g e d  b e a u ty  o f  i t s  la n d s c a p e s .

D o m e s tic  to u r is m  a s  w c  k n o w  it  b e g a n  in  th e  
19 th  c c n tu r y  w hen  th e  id e a  o f  th e  h o l id a y  w a s  

j u s t  b e c o m in g  p o p u la r i s e d .  E x p a n d in g  r a i lw a y s  
a n d  c h a n g in g  w o rk  p r a c t ic e s  m e a n t  p e o p le  h a d  
m o re  l e i s u r e  tim e  to  d e d ic a te  to  t r a v e l l i n g .  I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  t r a v e l  w a s  b e c o m in g  e a s ie r  b u t  w a s n ’t 
a c c e s s ib le  to  a I, so  th e  V ic to r i a n s  c h o s e  to  s p e n d  
th is  n e w f o u n d  " f r e e "  t im e  in  th e  U K .

T h i s  g a v e  w a y  to  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  h o t  n e w  
h o lid a y  d e s t in a t io n s ,  m o s t ly  on  th e  U K ’s  c o a s t .  
G re a t  B r i t i s h  s e a s id e  to w n s , fro m  B o u rn e m o u th  to  
B r ig h to n , e n tic e d  p e o p le  w ith  p r o m is e s  o f  fu n , sea  
a n d  c lc a n  a i r  m a n y  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t  c o n t in u e  
to  lu r e  p e o p le  to d a y .

T h e  g r e a t  su m m e r  h o lid a y  a s  w e  k n o w  i t  w a s  
c o n c e iv e d  by the  V ic to r ia n s .  T h e  19 th  c e n tu r y  sa w  
th e  in d u s t r ia l  r e v o lu t io n  a n d  th e  r is e  o f  in d u s t r ia l  
c a p i t a l i s m ,  w h e r e  f a c to r i e s  w e r e  th r iv in g  a n d  
w o rk  s tr u c tu re *  w e r e  m o re  c le a r ly  a n d  r ig o r o u s ly  
d e f in e d  a n d  d e  in e a te d . T h is  le d  to  th e  e m e rg e n c e  
o f  a d m in is t r a t iv e  p r o f e s s io n s ,  lik e  c le r k s ,  a n d  an 
e m e r g in g  m id c lc  c la s s .

T h e r e  w a s  n o r e  s t r u c tu r e d  w o rk in g  t im e ,  i n ­
c lu d in g  s h if t  w ork  in  f a c to r i e s  a n d  tim e  o f f  on

S u n d a y s . A s a r e s u l t ,  w o rk in g -c la s s  p e o p le  h ad  
le is u r e  t im e  to  u se ,  a n d  b y  th e  1 8 9 0 s  to m e  s k i l le d  
w o rk e r s  h a d  h a l f  d a y s  o n  S a tu r d a y ? , le a d in g  to  
th e  b ir th  o f  th e  “ w e e k e n d "  th o u g h  th is  w a s  no t 
fo rm a l i s e d  u n t i l  m u c h  la te r  in th e  2 0 th  c c n tu r y .

In  1871 th e  B a n k  H o l id a y s  A c t  w a s  p a s s e d .  
T h is  d e s i g n a t e d  c e r t a i n  d a y s  a s  h o l id a y s  o n  
w h ic h  b a n k s  c lo s e d ,  th o u g h ,  o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  m ore  
b u s in e s s e s  b e g a n  o b s e rv in g  th e s e  d a y s  o f f  w o rk . 
B e f o re  1 8 3 0 . b a n k s  c lo s e d  o n ly  o n  th e  4 0  s a in t s '  
d a y s  o f  th e  y e a r ,  th o u g h  b y  1834  th is  w a s  ju s t  
fo u r  d a y s ,  in c lu d in g  C h r is t m a s  d a y . F ro m  1871 . 
a n y  d a y  c o u ld  b e  d e c la r e d  a  b a n k  h o lid a y , n o t 
j u s t  s a i n t s '  d a y s .

T h e s e  n e w  l e i s u r e  h o u r s  w e re  u se d  to  e x p lo re  
th e  s u r ro u n d in g  c o u n t r y s id e  a n d  s e a s id e  a s  c i t ­
ie s  e x p a n d e d  a t e x p o n e n t ia l  r a te s ,  " h e  w o rk in g  
c l a s s  to o k  d a y  t r i p s  a n d  th e  w e a lth y  s ta y e d  in  
h o te ls  a lo n g  th e  c o a s t ,  m a n y  o f  w h ic h  s t i l l  s ta n d  
to d a y .

T r a v e l  w a s  p r e v io u s ly  o n ly  a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  
w e a lth y , b u t an  e x p a n d in g  r a i l  n e tw o rk  m e an t th a t 
tr a v e l  a c r o s s  B r i ta in  w as  e a s ie r ,  f a s te r ,  c h e a p e r  
a n d  m ore  a c c e s s ib le  th a n  e v e r  b e fo r e .  T h e  r a i lw a y  
b o o m  b e g a n  in  th e  1 8 4 0 s , a n d  by  1 8 5 0 . 6 ,0 0 0  
m ile s  o f  t r a c k  h a d  b e e n  la id  a n d  18 .0 0 0  b y  1880 . 
T h is  m e a n t  th a t  s m a l le r  to w n s  w e re  c o n n e c te d ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  b ig  c i t i e s .

T h e  r i s e  o f  m a s s  p r in t  l i t e r a t u r e  w e n t h a n d  in  
h a n d  w ith  th e  r is e  o f  th e  r a i lw a y  B r i t i s h  t r a in  
s ta t io n  s ta lw a r t  W H  S m ith  w a s  e s ta b l is h e d  to  s e l l  
c h e a p  b o o k s  to  t r a i n  p a s s e n g e r s ,  a b r a n d  new  
a u d ie n c e ,  a s  it w a s  p r e v io u s ly  to o  b u m p y  to  rea d

o n  a c a r r i a g e  o r  c a r t .
T h a t  a  g r e a te r  v a r ie ty  o f  p e o p le  c o u ld  a c c e s s  

th e  m a rg in s  o f  th e  c o u n try  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re  c a u s e d  
a lo t o f  a n x ie ty  a m o n g  th e  u p p e r  c la s s c s .  P o e t 
W il l ia m  W o rd sw o r th  fa m o u s ly  p r o te s te d  th e  e x ­
p a n s io n  o f  th e  r a i l  in to  th e  L a k e  D is t r ic t ,  th e  s i t e  
th a t  i n s p i re d  so m e  o f  h is  m o s t  f a m o u s  p o e m s , a s  
h e  th o u g h t  i t s  b e a u ty  w o u ld  b e  ta in te d  a n d  th a t 
th e  p o o r  d id  n o t  h a v e  th e  c a p a c i ty  to  a p p re c ia te  
i t s  s u b lim ity .

T h c r c  w a s  a l s o  a n x ie ty  th a t  th e  r a i lw a y  a n d  
e n c r o a c h in g  to u r i s t s  w o u ld  s p o i l  s e e m in g ly  u n ­
to u c h e d  r e g io n s .  P r o te s te r s  in  C o r n w a l l  th o u g h t  
t o u r i s m  w o u ld  d i lu t e  th e  c o u n t r y ’s p a r t i c u l a r  
i d e n t i tv .  l a n g u a g e ,  h is t o r y  a n d  c u l tu r e .  T h is  is  
n o t d i s s i m i l a r  to  a n x ie t i e s  a b o u t  to u r i s t s  b u y in g  
h o lid a y  h o m e s  in  W a le s  a n d  C o r n w a l l  to d a y .

A n  e m e r g in g  to u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  m e a n t  e m e r g in g  
to u r i s t  b o a rd s  e a g e r  to  p r o m o te  U K  tr a v e l  o v e r  
in c r e a s in g ly  a c c e s s i b le  f o re ig n  t r a v e l .  B y  1 8 7 0 , 
th e  G re a t  E a s te r n  R a ilw a y  w a s  p u b l i s h in g  a d v e r ­
t i s e m e n ts  fo r  “ A D ay a t th e  S e a s id e ’’.

P la c e s  in  th e  U K  w e r e  s o ld  a s  b e in g  s o m e w h a t  
e x o tic  o r  f o re ig n  -  C o r n w a l l  w a s  c a l lc d  “ th e  C o r ­
n is h  r i v ie r a "  a n d  m a p s  o f  C o r n w a l l  w e r e  f l ip p e d  
u p s id e  d o w n  a n d  d i s p l a y e d  n e x t to  m a p s  o f  I ta ly  
t o  sh o w  th e i r  s im i la r i t ie s .

A s a r e s u l t ,  s u n n y  s e a s i d e  r e s o r t s  w e r e  d e ­
v e lo p e d  b y  in v e s to r s  B o u r n e m o u th , B r ig h to n ,  
W e s to n -s u p e r-M a re  a n d  B la c k p o o l ,  to  n a m e  a few. 
T h e i r  in f lu e n c e  c a n  s t i l l  b e  s e e n  in  f in e ly  w ro u g h t 
p ie r s ,  p r o m e n a d e s  a n d  p a v i l io n s  o f  th e s e  s e a s id e  
t o w n s ,  w h ic h  h a v e  g a in e d  r e n e w e d  p o p u la r i ty

d u r in g  th e  C O V II)  p a n d e m ic .
A s  s e a s id e  g e ta w a y s  b e c a m e  p o p u la r ,  m a n y  o f  

th e  th in g s  w c  a s s o c i a te  w ith  th e  B r i t i s h  su m m e r  
h o lid a y  c a m c  to  b e .  in c lu d in g  d e c k c h a i r s ,  i c e ­
c re a m . d o n k e y  r id e s .  P u n c h  a n d  J u d y  s h o w s  ( v io ­
le n t  p u p p e t sh o w s  p r im a r i l y  a im e d  a t  c h i ld r e n ) ,  
ro c k  (a  h a rd  s u g a r  c a n d y ) ,  a n d  g a m e s  a rc a d e s .

I c c - c r c a m  b c c a m e  v e ry  p o p u la r  in  th e  1 9 th  
c e n tu r y  a n d  w a s  a w e lc o m e  c o o l  t r e a t  o n  su m m e r  
b e a c h e s ,  a s  th e  V ic to r i a n s  d e v e lo p e d  ic e h o u s e s  
( e s s e n t ia l ly  d e e p  w e l l s )  to  s to r e  ic e  a n d  k e e p  it 
c o o l .  Q u ee n  V ic to r ia  h ad  h e r  p r e f e r r e d  c le a r  ic e  
im p o r te d  f ro m  M a s s a c h u s s c ts ,  U S A . M a n y  p o p u ­
la r  ic e -c re a m  f la v o u r s  m ig h t  fee l u n f a m i l ia r  to  u s  
to d a y , su c h  a s  c u c u m b e r  ic c - c r c a m .

T h e  to u r i s m  th a t  e m e r g e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s n 't  
a lw a y s  s u n s h in e  a n d  d e c k c h a i r s  o n e  o f  th e  
f i r s t  T h o m a s  C o o k  h o l id a y  p a c k a g e s  in  th e  1 9 th  
c c n tu r y  w a s  a r a i lw a y  j o u r n e y  to  B o d m in  J a i l  
w h e r e  p a s s e n g e rs  c o u ld  lo o k  o u t  o f  th e  w in d o w  
to  w i tn e s s  h a n g in g s  f ro m  th e  c o m f o r t  o f  th e i r  
o w n  c a r r i a g e .

W h ile  a d a y  o u t  to  s e c  h a n g in g s  o r  a s c o o p  o f  
c u c u m b e r  ic c - c r c a m  m a y  n o t  be  q u ite  up  m o d e rn  
h o lid a y  s e e k e r s ’ s t r e e t ,  m a n y  o f  th e  t h in g s  th a t 
th e  V ic to r ia n s  p o p u la r i s e d  re m a in  a h u g e  p a r t o f  
a B r itish  h o l id a y  to d a y . S o . w h ile  e n jo y in g  a s t ic k  
o f  ro c k  o r  a g a m e  o n  th e  p ie r ,  s p a r e  a th o u g h t  fo r  
th e  p io n e e r in g  V ic to r i a n s  w h o  m a d e  s o m e  o f  th e  
b e s t b its  o f  y o u r  m u c h -n e e d e d  h o lid a y  p o s s ib l e .  
(T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

(The a u th or is  a L ec tu rer  in V ictorian L itera ­
tu re  anJ C ulture, U n iversity  o f  B risto l)

Gulzar: The ageless & timeless 'master of words'
T h e r e  a rc  a  n u m b e r  o f  s t o r i e s  

a b o u t  h e w  G u lz a r ,  w ho  tu r n e d  
8 9  o n  F r id a y ,  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  

H in d i c in e m a 's  m o s t c e le b r a te d  l y r i ­
c i s t s  a f t e r  b c i i g  b e t te r  k n o w n  in h is  
y e a r s  a s  a s t r u g g le r  a f t e r  P a r t i t i o n  
in  M u m b a i  fo r  h is  e x p e r t i s e  in  r e ­
p a in t in g  c a r s  n a u lc d  in  c ra s h c s .

T h e  o n e  th a t s e e m s  m o s t  c r e d ib le ,  
h o w e v e r ,  h a s  co m c  f ro m  h im . D e sp i te  
h is  s k i l l  w ith  c a r  c o lo u r s .  G u lz a r 's  
f i r s t  lo v e  w a s  the  w r i t te n  w o rd  a n d  he 
w a s  a r e g u la r  at th e  P r o g r e s s iv e  W r i t ­
e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  (P W A ) , w h ic h  w a s  
th e n  a c re a t iv e  h u b  o f  ju s t  a b o u t  e v e ry  
T ita n  in  H in d i a n d  U rd u  l i t e r a t u r e .

It w a s  a t  PiVA m e e t in g s  th a t  th e  
u n d is c o v e r e d  po e t s t r u c k  up  a f r i e n d ­
s h ip  w ith  l y r i c i s t  S h a i l c n d r a .  w h o  
in tr o d u c e d  h i tr  to  B im a l R oy , w h o , in  
tu r n ,  to ld  h im  ih a t h e  w a s  w a s t in g  h is  
t im e  a n d  ta lc n !  a t  a  c a r  w o rk s h o p .

R o y  d r a f te d  G u l/.a r . t i l l  th e n  k n o w n  
a s  S a m p o o r a n  S in g h  K a l r a ,  f o r  h is  
la s t  f i lm . B a n J in i  ( 1 9 6 3 ) .  It w a s  fo r  
B a n d in i  th a t he w ro te  th e  ly r ic s  fo r 
h is  f i r s t  so n g  in H in d i c in e m a  M o ra  
G o r a  R a n g  L t  L e  — p i c t u r i s c d  on  
N u ta n  a n d  m e m o ra b ly  s u n g  b y  L a ta  
M a n g c s h k a r  to  th e  m u s ic  o f  S a c h in  
D ev  B u rm a n .

T h e  f i lm 's  s ta r  c a s t  a l s o  in c lu d e d  
A s h o k  K u m a r  a n d  a n o t h e r  r o o k ie .  
D h a r m e n d ra .  T h e  s o n g  w a s  a  h i t  a n d  
G u lz a r  w a s  nos e v e n  3 0 .

T h is  is  o f  c o u rs e  ho w  G u lz a r  w o u ld  
l ik e  to  r e m e m b e r  h is  e n t ry  i n to  H in d i 
c in e m a .  A p p a r e n t ly ,  i t  w a s  n o t  s o  
s t r a ig h t f o rw a rd .

S h a il .’ nH ra . lH.« f i lm 's  o f f i c ia l  l y r i ­
c i s t ,  h a d  a  t i f f  w ith  B u rm a n , a n d  he 
r e f u s e d  to  w ri le  m o re  s o n g s ,  le a v in g  
R o y  in  th e  lu r c h .  A d e s p e r a t e  R o y

r e q u e s te d  S h a ilc n d r a  to  c o m p le t e  the  
a s s ig n m e n t .  S h a i lc n d r a .  i n s t e a d ,  r e c ­
o m m e n d e d  G u lz a r .

It is  a r e c o m m e n d a tio n  th a t g e n e r a ­
t io n  o f  c in e m a  g o e rs  a n d  to p  m u s ic  
d i r e c to r s ,  f ro m  S a l i l  C h o w d h u r y  to  
R a h u l D e v  B u rm a n  to  A .R . R a h m a n  
a n d  V ish a l B h a r a d w a j .  w o u ld  th a n k  
S h a i le n d r a  fo r.

B o rn  in  a S ik h  f a m i ly  o n  A u g u s t
18. 1934  to  M a k h a n  S in g h  K a l ra  and  
S u ja n  K a u r . a t D in a  in  J h c lu m  D is ­
t r i c t  (n o w  in  P a k is t a n ) .  G u lz a r  g o t 
a d d ic te d  to  w r i t in g  w h e n  he  r e a d  the  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  th e  w o rk s  o f  R a b in ­
d ra n a th  T a g o re  in  s c h o o l .

F o l lo w in g  P a r t i t i o n ,  h e  h a d  to  s to p  
h is  s tu d ie s  a n d  c o m c  to  M u m b a i to  
jo in  h is  e ld e r  b r o th e r .  T h e  tw o  d id  no t 
q u i te  g e t a lo n g  a n d  S a m p o o ra n  s ta r te d  
p a in t in g  c a r s  to  s u p p o r t  h im s e l f  in  
th e  b ig  c i ty .

A f t e r  B a n J in i ,  G u lz a r 's  p a th  w a s n 't  
o n e  o f  t in s e l  g lo r y , a l th o u g h  h e  w a s  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  h is  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h is  
" d a r in g ly  d e f ia n t"  U rd u  p o e try ,  bu t 
o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  h is  o e u v re  h a s  r a n g e d  
fro m  th e  p r a y e r  so n g  o f  H r i s h ik e s h  
M u k h c r j c c 's  G u t/d i  ( H u m k o  m a n  k i  
s h a k t i  d e n a )  lo  th e  a n th c m ic  J a i  H o  
fro m  S lu tn d o g  M il l i o n a ir e  a n d  th e  ly r ­
ic a l  K a jr a  re  f ro m  B u n ty  A u r  B a h li .

In  b e tw e e n ,  h is  w o r d s  h a v e  p r o ­
v id e d  th e  so u l to  s o n g s  a s  d i f f e r e n t  
a s  th e  A m i r  K h u s r a w - i n s p i r c d  A y  
h a ir a th e  a a s h iq u i  f o r  M a n i R a tn a m 's  
2 0 0 7  H in d i f ilm  G u ru  (m u s ic :  A . R. 
R a h m a n )  to  th e  a l l - t i m e  h i t  s o n g .  
C h a iy v a  C h a iy y a .  f ro m  D il  S e . . .  ( a n -  
oth«*r R at n a m -R a h  m an jo in t  ventnr<*), 
b a s e d  o n  th e  S u f i  f o lk  s o n g  T h a iy y a  
T h a iy y a ,  w ith  l y r ic s  b y  B u l lc h  S h a h .

A n d  im a g in e  V is h a l  B h a r d w a j 's

th r e e  ic o n ic  f i lm s  O rn ka ra  ( 2 0 0 6 ) ,  
K a m in e y  (2 0 0 9 )  a n d  t s h q i y a  (2 0 1 0 )  
w i th o u t  G u lz a r 's  l y r ic s ,  f ro m  B e e d i ,  
to  D h a n  Te N a n  a n d  D il  To B a c h c h a  
H a i J i .

G u lz a r  m a y  h a v e  g o t h is  b r e a k  in 
H in d i C inem a  b c c a u s c  o f  h is  w a y  w ith  
th e  U rd u  l a n g u a g e ,  b u t  h is  f i lm s  a s  
d i r e c to r  h a v e  le f t  b e h in d  a n  e q u a l ly  
b ig  m a rk .

T h ey  ran g e  fro m  th e  K h w a ja  A hm ad  
A b b a s - s c r ip tc d  A c h a n a k , b a s e d  on  th e  
N a n a v a t i  e a s e  th a t  s h o o k  M u m b a i’s 
m o r a l  f ib re  in  1 9 5 8 . to  A a n d h i  (S a n -  
jc e v  K u n a r  a n d  S u c h ita  S e n ) ,  w h ic h  
w a s  b a n n e d  d u r in g  th e  E m e rg e n c y  b e ­
c a u s e  it  w a s  to o  u n c o m fo r ta b ly  e lo se  
to  In d ira  G a n d h i 's  l i f e ,  to  th e  S h a b a n a  
A /.m i- N a s c c ru d d in  S h a h - s t a r r c r  L i-  
h a a s ,  w h o se  p o r t r a y a l  o f  a n  e x t r a ­
m a r i ta l  r e la t io n s h i p  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  
to o  d a r i i g  f o r  I n d ia n  a u d ic n c c s  it 
h a s  b e en  s c re e n e d  o n ly  tw ic e  in  I n d ia ,  
b o th  tim e s  a t  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  F i lm  
F e s t iv a l  o f  In d ia  ( 1 9 9 2  a n d  2 0 1 4 ) .

G u lz a r  s t a r t e d  w i th  S a c h in  D ev  
B u rm a n  a n d  it  w a s  th e  m u s ic  le g e n d 's  
s o n ,  R .D . B u r m a n ,  w h o  c o m p o s e d  
th e  m u s ic  f o r  a lm o s t  a l l  th e  m o v ­
ie s  d ir e c te d  by  h im  in th e  1 9 7 0 s  an d  
1 9 8 0 s  ( P a r ic h a y . K h u s h b o o .  A a n d h i ,  
A n g o o r ,  IJ a a z a t  a n d  L ib a a s ) .

M a n y  o f  th e  h i t  s o n g s  o f  th e s e  
f i lm s  w e re  s u n g  b y  K is h o r c  K u m a r, 
L a ta  M tn g c s h k a r  a n d  A sh a  B h o s l c .  
A n d  th e se  in c lu d e  M u s a fir  h o o n  y a r o n  
( P a r ic h a y ) ,  Tere  h in a  : i n d a g i  s e  k o i  
( A a n d h i ) ,  a n d  M e r a  k u c h h  s a m u a n  
( I j a a z a t ) .

A m n l t i - f a c c t c d .  cv<*rtjre<‘n  f o r r r  
in  H in d i c in e m a ,  a n d  in  U rd u  p o e try ,  
G u lz a r  can  n e v e r  g ro w  o u t  o f  f a s h io n

o r  b e co m e  i r r e l e v a n t .  ( IA N S )
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The dark side of social media influencers

C o u n te r f e i t in g  h a s  b c c o m c  
a g lo b a l  e c o n o m ic  c rim c  
w i th  f a r - r c a c h i n g  c o n -  

s e q u c n c c s .  a n d  a  n e w  s tu d y  by 
th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  P o r t s m o u th  
r e v e a l s  h o w  s o c i a l  m e d ia  in -  
f l u c n c c r s  a r c  f a c i l i t a t i n g  th is  
i l l i c i t  t r a d e .

T h is  s tu d y  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  
D e v i a n t  B e h a v i o u r  J o u r n a l ,  
m a rk s  th e  f i r s t  e s t im a te  o f  i ts  
k in d  a n d  h ig h l ig h ts  th e  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  im p a c t  th e s e  i n f lu e n c e r s  
h a v e  o n  c o u n t e r f e i t  d e m a n d .  
R e s e a r c h e r s  f c u n d  th a t  c o u n ­
t e r f e i t e r s  a rc  l e v e r a g i n g  th e  
p o p u la r i t y  a n d  t r u s t  o f  s o c i a l  
m e d ia  i n f lu e n c e r s  to  p r o m o te  
t h e i r  i l l e g a l  w a r e s ,  m a k in g  it  
e a s ie r  th a n  e v e r  fo r  c o n s u m e r s  
to  f in d  a n d  p u rc h a s e  c o u n te r f e i t  
p r o d u c ts .

T h e  r e s e a r c h ,  b a s e d  o n  U K  
s u r v e y s  o f  2 0 0 0  p e o p le ,  e s t i ­
m a te s  22 p e r  c e n t o f  c o n s u m e r s  
a g e d  1 6 -6 0  w ho  a rc  a c t i v e  on  
s o c i a l  m e d ia  k a v c  p u r c h a s e d  
c o u n te r f e i t  g o o d s  e n d o r s e d  by  
in f lu e n c e r s .

C o u n t e r f e i t  g o o d s  p o s e  a 
m a s s iv e  g lo b a l  t h r e a t ,  w ith  an 
a n n u a l  v a lu e  o f  up  to  5 5 0 9  b i l ­
l i o n .  c o m p r i s in g  2 .5  p e r  c c n t  
o f  g lo b a l  m e r c h a n d i s e  t r a d e .  
T h i s  i l l e g a l  t ' a d e  r e s u l t s  in  
s ig n i f i c a n t  e c o n o m ic  lo s s e s  fo r  
l e g i t im a te  b u s  n e s s e s  th r o u g h  
v io l a t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o p e r ty  
r ig h t s  a n d  a su rg e  in c o u n te r ­
f e i t  f a c to r i e s  w ith  e x p lo i ta t iv e

w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  a l s o  
fu e ls  c r im in a l  e n te r p r i s e s ,  c o m ­
p r o m is e s  n a t io n a l  s e c u r i ty  a n d  
s u p p o r ts  te r r o r i s t  g r o u p s .  T h e re  
a r e  a l s o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d e a th s  
e a c h  y e a r  f r o m  c o u n t e r f e i t  
p h a rm a c e u tic a l s  a n d  r is k s  p o se d  
b y  fa k e  c o s m c t ic s ,  s u b s ta n d a r d  
fo o d . t o y s ,  e le c t r i c a l  g o o d s  a n d  
b a t t e r i e s .  A d d re s s in g  th i s  c o m ­
p lic a t e d  is s u e  r e q u i r e s  a d e e p e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  
d r iv in g  th e  d e m a n d  w h ic h  i n ­
c lu d e s  th e  u se  o f  s o c ia l  m e d ia  
in f lu e n c e r s .

T h e  s tu d y  in d ic a t e s  th a t  th e  
s u c c e s s  o f  th e  d e v ia n t  s o c ia l m e ­
d ia  in f lu e n c e r s  l i e s  in  e x p lo i t in g  
c e r ta in  c o n s u m e r  c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  
t h a t  m a k e  th e m  s u s c c p t i b l c  
to  t h e i r  c h a r m s .  K e y  f a c to r s  
i n c lu d e  h ig h  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  to  
th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t r u s te d  d ig i t a l  
o th e r s ,  lo w  r isk  a w a re n e s s ,  h ig h  
r is k  a p p e t i t e  a n d  a te n d e n c y  to  
r a t i o n a l i s e  m o r a l ly  q u e s t io n a b le  
p u r c h a s e s .

P r o f e s s o r  M a rk  B u t to n .  D i­
r e c to r  o f  th e  C e n t r e  f o r  C y b e r -  
c r im e  a n d  E c o n o m ic  C r im e  a t 
th e  S c h o o l  o f  C r im in o lo g y  a n d  
C r im in a l  J u s t i c e ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
P o r t s m o u th ,  s a id :  “ S o c ia l  c o m - 
m c rc c  i s  th e  n e w  f r o n t i e r  f o r  
m a rk e t in g ,  a n d  th e  s o c ia l  m e d ia  
i n f lu e n c e r s  a rc  th e  n e w  ro y a l ty .  
C o n s u m e r s  in  th is  m a rk e tp la c e  
o f t e n  r e ly  o n  r e m o t e  r e c o m ­
m e n d a tio n s  b y  th ir d  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  
th e s e  in f lu c n c c r s  h a v e  i n c r e a s ­

in g ly  r e p l a c e d  th e  c u s to m e r s ' 
o w n  e v a lu a t io n s  o f  p u r c h a s in g  
r i s k . "

T h e  r e s e a r c h  a ls o  s u g g e s t s  
th a t  y o u n g  c o n s u m e rs  a r c  m o s t 
l ik e ly  to  f a ll  p r e y  to  th e  p e r s u a ­
s iv e  ta c t i c s  o f  th e se  in f lu e n c e rs .  
T h e  f i n d in g s  s h o w  th a t  y o u n g  
a d u l t s  a g e d  1 6 - 3 3  y e a r s  a r c  
th re e  tim e s  a s l ik e ly  to  p u rc h a s e  
e n d o rs e d  c o u n te r f e i t s  a s  o ld e r  
c o n s u m e r s  a g e d  3 4 - 6 0  y e a r s .  
M a le s  a c c o u n t  fo r  70  p e r  c c n t  
o f  a l l  b u y e r s ,  w i th  t h e i r  r is k  
to lc r a n c c  a n d  s u s c e p t ib i l i t y  to  
in f lu e n c e r s  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th is  
h ig h  p r e v a le n c e .

D r D a v id  S h e p h e rd ,  S c h o o l  
o f  C r im i n o lo g y  a n d  C r im i n a l  
J u s t i c c  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
P o r ts m o u th ,  s a id ,  “ C o u n te r fe i t  
p r o d u c t s  i n ju r e  a n d  k i l l  h u n ­

d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  
a c r o s s  th e  w o r ld . T h e  w o rk in g  
c o n d i t i o n s  in  th e  c o u n t e r f e i t  
f a c to r i e s  a re  u n s a fe  w ith  s u b ­
s i s t e n c e  le v e l  w a g e s . D o n ’t b e  
f o o le d  by  so c ia l  m e d ia  in f lu c n c ­
c r s .  W e s t r o n g ly  u rg e  e v e r y o n e  
to  c h e c k  th e  p r o d u c ts  th e y  e n ­
d o r s e .  W hy a rc  th e y  p r o m o tin g  
th e  p r o d u c ts ?  A rc  th e y  to o  c h c a p  
to  be  t r u e ?  W h e re  d o  th e y  c o m e  
fro m ?  D o y o u  r e a l ly  w a n t to  be  
i n v o lv e d  in an  e x p lo i t a t i v e  a n d  
d e a d ly  t r a d e ? "

W h ile  th is  r c s c a r c h  f o c u s c d  
o n  th e  U K . i t s  im p l ic a t io n s  a re  
f a r - r c a c h i n g ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  
g lo b a l  n a tu re  o f  th e  c o u n te r f e i t  
m a rk e t  a n d  th e  in te r c o n n e c te d -  
n e s s  o f  s o c ia l  m e d ia  p la t f o rm s .  
A s c o u n te r f e i te r s  f in d  new  w a y s  
t o  e x p l o i t  d i g i t a l  m a r k e t i n g

te c h n iq u e s ,  th e r e  is  a n  u rg e n t  
n e e d  f o r  in d u s t r y  p la y e r s  a n d  
a u t h o r i t i e s  to  c o l l a b o r a ! c  a n d  
c o m b a t  th is  g r o w in g  th re a t.

T h e  s tu d y  a ls o  h ig h l ig h ts  th e  
ro le  o f  s o c ia l  m e d ia  p la tfo rm s  
an d  l e g i t im a te  b r a n d s  in  e i t h e r  
f o s t e r i n g  o r  d i s c o u r a g in g  th e  
c o u n te r f e i t  t r a d e .

R e s e a r c h e r s  c a l l  fo r  a m o re  
r o b u s t  a p p r o a c h  in  p o l i c i n g  
th e  c o n tc n t  a n d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  
t h a t  f e a t u r e  o n  s o c i a l  m e d ia  
p la t f o r m s ,  e n s u r i n g  le g i t im a te  
b r a n d s  d o  n o t  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  
c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  c o u n t e r f e i t  
m a rk e t .

T h e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  c o u n te r f e i t  
g o o d s  i s  a m u l t i - f a c c tc d  c h a l ­
l e n g e ,  r e q u i r i n g  a s y s t e m i c  
a p p r o a c h  in v o lv i n g  c o n s u m e r  
e d u c a t io n ,  s t r o n g e r  r e g u la t io n s .

a n d  m o re  s t r in g e n t  e n fo r c e m e n t  
e f f o r t s .  B y  a d d r e s s in g  th e  ro o t 
c a u s c s  o f  c o n s u m e r  s u s c e p ­
t i b i l i t y  a n d  t a r g e t i n g  d e v ia n t  
i n f l u c n c c r  m a r k e t in g  t a c t i c s ,  
s ta k e h o l d e r s  c a n  w o rk  to g e th e r  
to  c u rb  th e  s p r e a d  o f  c o u n te r f e i t  
p r o d u c t s  a n d  p r o t c c t  c o n s u m ­
e r s  fro m  e c o n o m ic ,  s o c ia l  a n d  
p e r s o n a l  h a rm .

P r o f e s s o r  B u t to n  s a y s ,  " T h is  
s tu d y  r a i s e s  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  
a b o u t  th e  im p a c t  o f  d e v ia n t  i n ­
f lu c n c c r  m a rk e t in g  o n  c o n s u m e r  
b e h a v io u r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  
v u ln e ra b le  d e m o g ra p h ic s .  It is  
c r u c i a l  f o r  b r a n d s ,  r e g u la to r s  
a n d  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c ie s  
to  ta k e  a c t io n  a n d  d is r u p t  th e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e s e  i l l i c i t  in f lu ­
c n c c r s  a n d  th e  n e tw o r k s  t h a t  
su p p o r t  th e m " . (I  A N S I  i /e )

‘Star - Gazing’
B y  PL A ja i Bnam bi Sunday, AUGUST 20, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon It termng an a-gle ol 150 degree win Saturn on your tolar return chert 
and * o going to bo a fantasbc year for you. Your work aril be appreciated 
Your expecueortt anc hope* wtuget Ktto*d. You muovercome hurdle* and 
MU bo full of enthusiatm and energy. N >* gong lo prove a great year for you. 
And you wll have beeefits in business and Job. You *41 have the power to 
make even OftcUtta* look simple Your personally win develop You mil be 
able lo resolve legal issue* *moothly. You wil enjoy a wonderful love l/e. Your 
rdaton* with your pawt* and famiy member* wil be good You wui ptan to 
go on a vacation with family. JotVbusne** often wll keep ccmng Student* 
Mil get *ucce*s in exwwAnlervKw.

•This week for you’
Aries : (March 21 - April 20)YouMII not pottpone your work and wHget 

it don>. You wil bein contolof the situation and youcdleague* 
wM ft! to* your order*. There will be a major respontibilty on 
you aid you cannot afford to get iUt* You might have to make 
» lot ef effort* in order to get your job done. Tho*e trying to get 
adnaoon Into any course, tchool or cotege wia get tucce** 

1 1 ^ .  The ntuHt wil be good. You wil abo take care of your health. 
V. You will prove to be a good limner and will help people to 

ccmeout of their problem* You wil have wonderful relations 
with jour life partner. You wil remain committed to your work 
and totem*

Taurus : (April 21 • May 21 )You will feet mentally peaceful. Good news 
from tome rctatve of your* wil pleaie you a lot. Tho*e who are 
In btslnet* will altoget a very bg contract or an order. You w.l 
aHo fti these deaf* through your acquaintances. You will be in 

r  a mocdtocelctrate your tuccet* with your famiy and friend*. 
You alto help the needy people Tone will be favourable and

• H v  ©o ytur u-it Yc*j « l l  »m l ol your ok) Iritrvi* «r«J tho
I j l j  wli nuke you vwy happy, Your partner wil be pleated vwth your 

efforts. You win have lot of money In your hand* and you wil 
spend it wisely. There will be no shortage of kuuy and material 
comfert* in your life but you wil be able to maintain a balance 
between your expendture and income.

Gomlnl : (May 22 - June 21 )You MH involve youteti in you work and 
buttress You wll remain motvated to compieto your work 
and wil move ahead getting over all ** hurdes. You may find 

.  improvement in every as pectollifoYou will alto develop interest 
\ l W  in spiritualism and religious matter*. This will give you a lot of 

men tilpe ace. You may alio getsome big orde.-Yoj may thou tter 
addtsnai retponsfci te* at your workplace. You wil be open 
to new venture*, partnershp. collaborator or association. You 
wll net take any undue rek m your butmest Your investmontt 
wll gr*e you good resifts. You wil enjoy you lovo Me and wH 
have *onde<1ul bonding win you We partner 

Cancer: (Juno 22- July 22)You may have some money related prctfems 
but« mu g« resolve with the passage of time You will meet 
somelnfluenwi pert on who wK help you lot You woi alto gt* 
the sipport and guidance of your tenior*. Your enemies and 
oppoeent* wia not be a&« to harm you even after trying netr 
level Kit. Guests wil arrive at you home and this will mike 
you luppy You MU be busy in looking a*« them. Expenses wil 
be more than your inccme but this win be not a major cau*o of 
worry for you. There wil be an increase in you work efficiency. 
Matte* wll g« serious win your partner but you wil take the 
things easy. People wll not be able to take undue advantage of 
you gentle nature as you wia remain watchfU 

Loo: (July 23 - August 23)Youreffort»wily*ldgoodre*tits.YouMllbe 
P’eas>d at the outcome. You w>l get cooperation on ne domett* 
and«orkfrentYout«»w1lbe*penthproduetiveact(vitie*.The 
problems you’re facing in your work and in bu*ine*» will come to 
an enl A legal matter wti be sorted out Some person may level 

J J  J J  fuse > legal ion* against you The charges will not Stic*. Peofie 
wll fellow you and you wli be a role model for fern You w>l 
sharowonderful bondngwlth your lie partner Love t>.-d* w.l 
have a great tme. You will remain menttly happy and cheerful 
You *1 also do some charitable and welfare work. You tftlng* 
wil piove to be a great asset and wll follow your adrice. 

Virgo : (August 24 • Septembor 22)You cannot afford lo keep pott- 
r % /  poningyouwork.Youneedtooompletethemontme Youatto 
fjjp got toperform your work. You have tome commitment* that you

. had trade to certain person*. It t* important that you MM them

onerw*e people will lose trust on you Jupiter win give you lot 
of happ'rtets. Some major re*pon*ibiktie* may be entrusted 
upon you which you will not be afraid to take Your ouCook and 
behaviour win undergo a positive change. Y*u wH bring about 
an increa*e m your busine**. You wil alsogc to some business 
rtfated trip. You wll be making lot of new coitads.

Libra : (September 23 • Octobor 23) You wil hold discussion with 
your fanWy on some vital matter. There wit t« general conten- 
tut that it thould be resofcod peaceful I** sawtadon 
of JU- You wil continue to earn money. You wil avoid uteless 
cfctcutt «nt II >t important you keep you lone and anger m 
control. You wd be able to make you enemie* also turn into 
your friends. They wil also help you a lot wten you need their 
support You will atso bring new Mchnquesin you business. 
You wit accomplish your goals. Win these rou wil also try to 
bring you work on right track There wil be in increase In you 
respect and popularity and your good deeds There wil be also 
a situation of new nng* happening. You wil hear some good 
new* related to your friend

Scorpio : (October 24 • November 22)You wil h*«e lot of mental 
peaceand happlnet* You wil attend a mamajefuncton cf tome 
relative at this tme. You MH remain busy in yjurwotk and bus* 

y y ness Time is highly auspicious Ycu«*nhase monetary garnt 
You win receive rw*y from unexpected tourcet. You wiiido wel 
«i your bus* ness del prtestiffec«T<>ete<nfrorayouf competitor*. 

>.J You wll plan to buy a new house or commercial property. You
wil remain mentally agile and Uke to mediUlon. exercise and 
do regular walking. You domnance wil be esUUnhed al you 
workplace. You will come across a* a lover d nature.

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21) Y<e week will bring 
rrixcdfortjneloryouandyouwilbehavcw<iiwithotheT* You 
wil be involved in social work. You name an) fame will rise but 
you wli have lo work hard to earn money. You expense* wli 
alto be on no higher side, do not butt ttrangert in financial 
matters. There is also a groat possibility of you meeting old 
cdleagje or friend of yous. You wll have a great I me You 
will continue to enjoy happiness and satisfaction. You wil 
alto get lot of love and tupport from your !>* partner You wia 
progrnt m work and personal reiaHonthips. You will fvfffl you 
res ponsrWlies well

Capricorn : (December 22-January 20)There*iltsofexanMiat«n 
and tests wil be in you favour. The time i* favourable. You wW 
be In touch with old collea?**. You wui alto learn new ttingt 
t\ your work. You will alto remain ditcipieied and committed 

^ t o  your work You wil alto develop interest in spirtuaity. You 
Ml be working hard to earn extra money Mxtcr* of family and 
finance* wui be importanttor you. You win a*ocd taking ri*k* in

* butiness and fnancial matters. You wil also make new invest­
ments wisely. The health of your partner may to a cause ol wony 
but you will seek modcal opinion. The obstade* in your life wil 
be over gradually

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18) You wll work from a pot̂  
ton of strengn. You wil be an adeaf partne- in business. You 
Ml not take any extra load in your job and will work wWh lot of 
indepe nde nee and carefree approach You mâ find your projects

-  stalledbutthereisnoVilngtowocTyntngswllbefineveiysoon.
You MU have a very comfortable and sattfylng phate You 
spouse and f«T»Jy member* wil remain winjouro matter what 
condfion you may be in You will have no fnancal problems 
You wil atso keep you*ell buiy in some creitive work, you will 
be imaginative. You may face a very dauntng cha enge tx4 it 
Ml not boner you much Your health wil renan good and you 
wil be mentally agrfe.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) This is gong to be a great week for
you. You MU earn lot of money. Sertor ofl<>als wil be on you 
side and you wil complete your pe ndng won w*h alacrity You 
Ml bring th* situation at work under coniro You wM be busy 
in ne office as wel at home. Your better haf wil give you Ml 
support. You hard work and eflorts wil protefruitfii You MB 
havo no shortage of money You Mil do all work with energy 
and dedication. You Mil get reief from your prctfems that you 
•re facing lor mim tkne now You wil beA money IhM w»> 
stuck somewhere You wil alto plan to go mi a tnp Mth you 
tamily. You MU also receive a pleasant news trom somewhere. 
The misunderstanding that you are having with you s<C*>ngs 
wtl come to an end.

Through The Lens

E v e ry o n e  is  a p h o to g r a p h e r  th e s e  d a y s ,  i f  
In s ta g ra m  is  (o  b e  b e l ie v e d ,  a n d  w c  e n th u ­
s i a s t i c a l l y  c n c o u r a g e  th a t .

T h e  a r t o f  ta k in g  p ic tu r e s  is  to  p r e s e rv e  m e m o ­
r ie s .  A ll it ta k e s  to  c a p tu r c  m o m e n ts  in  t im e  a n d  
p r e s e r v e  m e m o r ie s  i s  a  s in g l e  c a m e ra  f l a s h ,  a 
s l i g h t  s h u t t e r  s o u n d , a n d  e v e r y o n e  g r in n in g .

T h e  w o r ld  c o m e s  t o g e th e r  to  r c c o g n i s c  a n d  
c c lc b r a tc  W o rld  P h o to g ra p h y  D ay  on  A u g u s t 19 
e v e r y  y e a r .

'U n d e r s t a n d in g  C lo u d s ' s e r v e s  a s  th e  to p ic  fo r  
2 0 2 3 . W h ere  sh o u ld  y o u  g o ?  R e s t a s s u re d  th a t  w c 
h a v e  y o u r  b a c k . A s w c  p r e s e n t  th e  to p  5 lo c a t io n s  
in  th e  n a t io n  f ro m  w h ic h  y o u  m a y  ta k e  th e  m o s t 
b r e a th ta k in g  c lo u d  p h o to g r a p h s , g r a b  y o u r  c a m e ra  
a n d  r e a c h  fo r  th e  s k ie s  ( q u i te  l i t e r a l l y ) .

C O O R G ,K A R N A T A K A  
C ra d le d  in  th e  so u th e rn m o s t  p a rt o f  th e  c o u n try . 

C o o rg  p r o m is e s  an  u n f o r g e t ta b le  c x p c r ic n c c  fo r  
n a tu re  lo v e r s .  C a p tu r e  th is  q u a in t  l i t t l e  to w n  in  
a l l  i t s  g lo r y  o f  m is ty  w a t e r f a l l s ,  d e w y  g r o u n d s ,  
im p o s in g  m o u n ta in s ,  g u s h i n g  w a t e r f a l l s  a n d  
c o t to n - c a n d y  s k ie s .  C h e c k  o u t  T a l a c a u v c ry . th e  
o r ig in  p o in ts  o f  C a u v e r y  R iv e r  in  B r a h m a g i r i  
h i l l s  f o r  a s p e l lb in d i n g  h i l l t o p  v ie w . C a r ry  y o u r  
c a m e ra  a n d  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  d o n 't  m is s  o u t  on  th e  
s u n s e t  f ro m  h e re .

L O N  A V AL A , M A IIA  R A S H  T R A  
T h e r e  i s  n o  d e n y in g  th a t  L o n a v a la  m a k e s  a 

p e r f c c t  w e e k e n d  g e ta w a y ,  w i th  i t s  i n t r i g u i n g  
e a v e s  a n d  p ic tu r e s q u e  r o a d s .  W h a t n o t  a lo t o f  
p e o p le  k n o w  is  th a t  it a l s o  m a k e s  f o r  a f a n ta s t ic

lo c a t io n  fo r  a p h o to s h o o t .  C l im b  up  th e  T ik o n a  
e a v e s  o r  th e  R a jm a c h i  c a v e  f o r  s u r r e a l  v ie w s  o f  
th e  s u r ro u n d in g  f o re s t  a n d  c lo u d s .  G e t  a n  e a r ly -  
m o r n in g  h e a d  s ta r t  to  s h o o t  th e  f i r s t  r a y s  o f  th e  
s u n  h i t t in g  th e  c lo u d s  a s  th e y  tu r n  red .

K O D A I K A N A L , T A M IL  N A D U  
L o c a tc d  in  th e  P a la n i  M ills  in D in d ig u l  d i s ­

t r i c t .  K o d a ik a n a l  in  T a m il  N a d u  is  o n e  o f  th e  
m o s t  bc< .u tifu l a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  th e  W e s te rn  G h a ts .  
M a k e  D o lp h in 's  N o se  a m u s t - v is i t  d e s t in a t io n  a s  
t h i s  a t t r a c t io n  w il l  g iv e  y o u  g o r g e o u s  p a n o ra m ic  
v ie w s  o i  p lu n g in g  h i l l s  a nd  fo g g y  s k ie s .  T ry  the  
M o ir  p o in t o r  P c r u m a l p e a k  fo r  m o re  d r a m a tic  
c a p tu r e s  o f  th e  to w n .

S R IN A G A R , J A M M U  A N D  K A S H M I R  
A d o rn e d  w ith  b e a u t i f u l  la n d s c a p e s  a n d  h e a v y  

sn o w  d u tin g  th e  w in te r s .  S r in a g a r  is  j u s t  a s  p l e a s ­
a n t  a n d  p ic tu r c s q u c  in  A u g u s t .  W ith  su c h  a r ic h  
c u l tu r e ,  th e  c i ty  b c c o m c s  th e  id e a l  lo c a t io n  to  
ta k e  p ic tu r e s  f ro m .

C l im b  up  th e  S h a n k a ra c h a ry a  h i l l s  a n d  ta k e  
p ic tu r e s  o f  th e  c lo u d s  a g a in s t  a s tu n n i n g  b a c k ­
d r o p  o f  D a l L a k e  a n d  d e n s e  g r e e n  v e g e ta t io n .  
O r  r id e  on a b o a t a n d  ta k e  s n a p s h o ts  o f  th e  sk y  
r ig h t  b e fo re  th e  su n  r i s e s .  I f  y o u 'r e  n o t an  e a r ly  
r i s e r ,  g o  a t d u s k  to  c a p tu r c  th e  v ib r a n t  h u e s  o f  
th e  l a tc - e v e n in g  sk ie s .

B o o k  y o u r  s t a y s  th r o u g h  C R H D  e s c a p e s  a t 
d is c o u n te d  r a te s  a n d  n a r r a t e  c n c h a n t in g  s to r i e s  
th r o u g h  y o u r  le n s .  N o w  th a t  y o u  h a v e  th e  l i s t ,  
p a c k  y o u r  c a m e ra ,  a n d  g e t  g o in g .  A f t e r  a l l ,  th e re  
a r c  c lo u d s  c a l l i n g  y o u r  n a m e . ( lA N S I i fe )
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Whether the Pnar of 
Jantias are Khasi

“For every m inute you  are angry you  
lose sixty seconds o f  happiness. ”

—  Ralph W aldo Em erson

T h e  S h illo n g  l im es
Vol Nocl.W I No. | |  SHILLONG, MONDAY. AUGUST21.2023

Fall In M eghalaya’s Living Standards
WHILE much has been said about India becom­
ing the third global economic power by 2027, the 
growth has shown a sharp contrast among different 
states. NASA's Global Gridded Relative Deprivation 
Index (GRDI), a measure capturing poverty, health, 
education, satellite imagery, and more, exposes these 
stark regiona differences. The poll-bound states 
o f  Rajasthan. Madhya Pradesh. Chhattisgarh. and 
Mizoram exhibit GRDI higher than the national 
average, indicating low standards o f  living. But 
amongst all these states Meghalaya has the highest 
GRDI at 79.S which indicates severe deprivation 
despite the abundant natural resources. On the other 
hand, Chandigarh and Delhi measure a mere 19.1 
and 31.9, respectively, thereby reflecting relatively  
higher living standards. The GRDI showcases pov­
erty levels on a scale o f  0 (least deprived) to 100 
(most deprived) and is calculated based on Infant 
Mortality Rate (IFR), child dependency ratio, built 
area and nighttime light intensity. What is interest­
ing about this data is the Nighttime Light (NTL) 
Intensity imagery which is unique among remote 
sensing data saurces because it provides a uniquely 
‘human’ view  o f the earth’s surface. 'Hie presence 
o f  lighting at right across the globe indicates human 
activity late into the night.

GRDI isn't just numbers; it measures real lives, 
aspirations and challenges which makes it a unique 
database. In India, that needs attention is not just 
growth but inclusive growth that encompasses popu­
lations across states. GRDI is  unique in that it uses 
a 10 years data from 2010 to 2020, thereby showing  
long-term trends in deprivation. GRDI is calculatcd 
on the basis o f six components used to determine the 
degree o f  relative poverty in the final index Child 
Dependency Ratio: Quantifies the ratio o f  children 
(0-14 years) to the working-age populace (15-64  
years). It measures the balance between young and 
working-age populations. A higher ratio indicates a 
younger, burgeoning population. Infant Mortality 
Rates: Represents fatalities in infants under a year 
per 1,000 live births within that year. Acts as a health 
barometer, where higher rates hint at pronounced 
deprivation and health challenges.

Subnational Human Development Index: Assesses 
overall human well-being through education, health, 
and living standards. A lower index points towards 
areas with increased challenges in human develop­
ment. Built Area: Examines the ratio o f  developed to 
uiulcvclopcd areas, indicating urbanisation rates and 
infrastructure development. A lower ratio suggests 
a region may face challenges often associated with 
rural areas. VIIRS Night-time Lights Intensity: Uses 
night luminosity as a proxy for economic activity and 
development. Dimmer regions typically align with 
areas facing economic hardships. VIIRS Night-time 
Lights Slope: Observes changes in night-time lumi­
nosity over nearly a decade. A declining brightness 
can signify waning economic activity and increasing 
deprivation. Meghalaya needs to take this and other 
data seriously and focus on rural poverty which is 
growing exponentially.

(§

By l l l l  M ohr men

principle that in this commu­
nity. equal respect is given to  
the mother anJ father. T here 
is another thceiy o f  the origin 
o f  the word P ra rand  that it is 
from ' Paka-nar’ which means 
genuine iron. This theory was 
proposed by C.A. Suchiang 
an author and a teacher. The 
K hasi P n a r  tr a d i tio n a lly  
smelted iron and catcgorizcd 
it into two types: 'sbat* and 
Masam*. *Sbat* is genuine or 
iron o f  superior quality and 
‘ta sam ’ is iron o f  inferio r 
quality. They have  a story 
about iron smelting. When 
the Pnar went lo sell their iron 
or iron products to the plains 
people, they referred to  their 
product as 'paka-nar' iron o f  
superior quality to differenti­
a te  their product from iron 
smelted by otficr communi­
ties. 'Hie plains people took 
this to mean, ‘we are Panar', 
till today the plains people 
would call them ‘Panar* and 
hence they were called Pnar. 
The Pnar. War. and Khasi are 
the same people, sharing the

Ind rascn 's  life  because  he 
was a Brahmin, but he was 
dragged on his bottom till his 
testicles ruptured. It is said 
that since then the Jayantia 
kings came to be known as 
Khasis and the place where 
the incident took place is till 
today known as Khasipoor. 
(B huyan  SK , L ditcd. The 
Jayantia Buranji)

The Buranji also informs 
that Jayantia is also a name o f  
an ancient Brahmin kingdom 
on the foothills which has 
its own story o f  origin. The 
Jayan tia  B uranji recorded 
three narratives o f  how the 
Jayantia kingdom cam e into 
being and all three versions 
o f  the story have almost the 
sam e story lines. It is also 
interesting to note that the 
traditional Pnar War narrative 
o f  the genesis o f  the Jayantia 
king also has the same sto­
ryline. It must be noted that 
the Jayantia kingdom which 
is believed to be an ancient 
k ingdom  p re -e x is te d  th e  
Sutnga kingdom.

“ The interesting point to note here is that 
the story o f  the kingdom in the plains also 
has a connection with the people in the hill 

regions and this was before the beginning o f  
the Suttiga kingdom that figures in the 

history only from  1500 AD onwards. I f  as 
the Jayantia buranji has recorded the 

Jayantia kingdom is an ancient kingdom then 
the hills region o f  what we know now as 

Jaintia has been inhabited since ancient limes. "

sam e creation story. T hey  
have the same culture, espe­
cially  their social structure, 
upholding k iish ip  through 
clans, and following a  matri- 
lincal system. They are all 
part o f  the HynAcwTrcp or 
the  seven huts. (M ohrntcn 
H .H . C u ltu ra l H isto ry  o f  
JaAtia in story stones and 
Traditions)

It may be aientioned that 
even  the te rn  Khasi is an 
exogenous name that others, 
which means ou r im m edi­
a te  neighbours, gave us. In 
the  J a y an tia  B u ran ji. the  
first chapter deals w ith the 
Genesis o f  the Jayantias and 
it narrates a  >hort sto ry  o f  
how  the Jayantia cam e to 
be known as Khasi. This is 
also a story tia t tells about 
the birth  o f  King Jayanta. 
It says that since the days 
o f  Yudhishthir, Jayan tipur 
was ruled by a succession o f  
Brahmin kings. T he story has 
it that once when King Yu- 
dhisthir decided to perform 
the Rajashuya Yagya a royal 
sacrifice. King Indrascn re­
fused to appear before Bhim. 
An infuriated Bhim spared

The interesting point to 
note here is  that the story o f  
the k ingdom  in the p lains 
also has a conncction with tlie 
people in the hill regions and 
this was before the beginning 
o f  the Sutnga kingdom that 
figures in the history only 
from 1500 AD onw ards. I f  
as the Jayantia buranji has re­
corded the Jayantia kingdom 
is an ancient kingdom then 
the hills region o f  what wc 
know now as Jaintia has been 
inhabited since ancicnt times. 
Landabhar the expelled hus­
band o f  Queen Jayanti Devi 
w andered  and  reached the 
Sutnga area w here he was 
adopted by the Tribal Garo 
chief. The question is how 
can there be a  G aro ch icf in 
the areas where there is no 
evidence o f  G aro people liv­
ing in the area. H ie  tribes who 
live in the area arc the Biale1’ 
Bcatc and they a lso  share 
many folktales which link the 
Bcatc com m unity with the 
dominant Pnar tribe.

S.K. Dutta Honorary A s­
sistant Director o f  Historical 
and Antiquarian Studies for 
the Brahmaputra valley in his

Is Central 
leadership part of 

the Manipur crisis?
By Haoginlen Chongloi

Is India too 
am bitious?

Editor,
The editorial "Third top 

econom y" (ST August 18, 
2023) made interesting read­
ing. The Prime Minister may 
have hummed a id  sung in a 
soft low voice, especially in 
a sentimental manner from 
the ramparts o f  Red Port on 
the eve o f  the 77th Indepen­
dence o f  India that the Indian 
economy is going to be num­
ber three by 2027. But there 
arc different projections and 
opinions on whether India 
can become the third larg­
est econom y in the w orld 
by 2027, surpassing Japan 
and Germany. Some o f  the 
factors that may influence 
th is ou tcom e ;r c : Ind ia 's 
G D P growth rac , which is 
expected to rcboind strongly 
after the pandcrric and reach 
around 8-9% in 2023-24. In­
d ia 's dcniograplic dividend, 
w hich means that it has a 
large and youii£ population 
that can  contribute to  the 
work force and consumption. 
India's reforms and invest­
m ents in various sectors, 
such as technology, energy, 
infrastructure, aianufactur- 
ing, agriculture, and educa­
tion. India’s fo'c ign direct 
investm ent (FD1) inflow s, 
which have increased s ig ­
n ifican tly  in  recent years 
and reflect the confidcncc o f
global investors in the Indian

economy.
However, there arc some 

c hallenges and  uncertain ­
ties that may a fleet India's 
economic progress, such as: 
India's poverty and inequal­
ity, which means that many 
people still lack access to
basic services and opportuni­
ties. India’s environm ental 
and  social issues, such  as 
c lim ate change, pollution, 
health , education , gender, 
and hum an rights. India's 
g e o p o litic a l and  se cu r ity  
risks, such  as  bo rder d is ­
putes, terrorism , cyber a t­
tacks. and regional conflicts. 
Therefore, it is not possible 
to say with certainty whether 
India can become the third 
largest economy in the world 
by 2027. but it is certainly a 
probability that depends on 
many factors.

Yours ctc..
VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

U rgent Need 
for Regulating  
Parking Fees
Editor,
I am again writing to draw 

attention to  a growing con­
cern tha t has p lagued  ou r 
city 's parking facilities and 
threa tens the convenience 
and safety o f  its residents and 
visitors. A recent experience 
has prompted me to address 
the issue o f  unregulated park-

O f-la te  debates  on the 
identity o f  the JaAtias vis a 
vis the K hasis has been a 
topic o f  hot debate on social 
media and outside it. That the 
tw o communities the Khasi 
and the JaAtia belong to the 
same tribe, is  not a matter 
o f  dispute, but the subject o f 
disagreement is  the place o f  
the Khasi and the Pnar o r the 
JaAtia in the entire scheme o f  
things. There a re  divergent 
v iew s tha t the K hasi and 
the Pnar are different com ­
m unities w ithin the grand 
HynAcw Trep tribe, yet there 
is another view which thinks 
that Pnar. the War. the Bhoi. 
the Khynriam et al belongs 
to the same tribe known as 
the Khasi.

The w ord JaAtia. is an 
exogenous name, that gen­
e ra lly  perta ins to the geo­
graphic area, but is also used 
to denote the different tribes 
like the Pnar and the War. 
w hich is  a sub-tribe o f  the 
Hynnicw Trep. Hie Pnar live 
on the p la teaus and those 
who live on the slopes along 
the border w ith Bangladesh 
call themselves War JaAtia. 
which is also their preferred 
name. The Pnar and the War 
dialcct belong to the Austro- 
Asiatic language family and 
it is the group to which the 
Khasi languagealso belongs. 
(Mohrmcn H.H. Cultural His­
tory o f  JaAtia in story stones 
and traditions). From the lan­
guage point o f  view, the Pnar 
the War, and the Khynriam 
speak the language which 
belongs to the same language 
group.

JaA tias a re  so m e tim es 
referred  to  as Syntcng by 
o u tsiders, which could be 
the corruption o f  the word 
JaAtia, zyntcA, then Syntcng. 
O r it may be related to  the 
word Sutnga. the place from 
which the JaAtia kings came. 
In due course o f  lime, it was 
then changcd to ‘sutcng* and 
u ltim ate ly  ‘sy n tc n g '. The 
origin o f  the w ord Syntcng 
could also be from Sutnga or 
Sutcng but the Pnar abhor the 
word Syntcng and they con­
sider it to  be derogatory. The 
term JaAtia is also used when 
referring to all the tribes that 
live in the area which include 
the non* HynAcw Trep group, 
like the Biatcs, I Iniar, and the 
Hadcm o f  Saitsama.

The autochthon o f  JaAtia 
hills preferred to call them­
selves 'k i P n a r ' and  those 
w ho live on the slopes as 
'W ar JaAtia.' The two names 
arc endogenous names for the 
two groups o f  people. There 
arc also two narratives about 
the origin o f  the word Pnar. 
The Pnar live on the plateau, 
u Miat Kyndiah thought that 
the origin o f  the word Pnar 
derives from the hyphenated 
term, ‘Pyn-ar* which means 
both. T his could reflect the

ing fees and the unscnipu- 
lous practices employed by 
unauthorized individuals in 
various parts o f  Shillong.

Just last w eek, I found 
m yse lf  charged  a  stagger­
ing Rs. 80 for parking my 
vehicle in the area opposite
the Synod Com plex in Mot- 
pliran fora mere one hour and 
thirty minutes. W hat is most 
conccrning is the lack o f  con­
sistent rules and regulations 
governing parking fees in our 
city. It seems that vinually  
anyone, including individuals 
who may not have the best 
intentions, can assum e the 
role o f  a  fee collector without 
any oversight.

W hat's even more alarm ­
ing is the presence o f  indi­
viduals who may be under the 
influence o f  drugs o r alcohol 
acting as fee collectors. This 
not only com prom ises the 
safety o f  those visiting these 
parking areas but also con­
tributes to a general sense o f  
unease and m istrust among 
the public.

A nother critical issue is 
the absence o f  official re­
ceipts o r slips for the parking 
fees collcctcd. This lack o f 
docum entation leaves m o­
torists vulnerable to disputes 
and challenges when faced 
with exorbitant fees o r other 
com plications arising from 
unscrupulous practiccs.

It is evident that a compre­
hensive solution is required 
to address these pressing con­

cerns. To beg n with, I urge 
the concerned authorities to 
e stab lish  uniform  parking 
fee rates across the city. It is 
perplexing tint the chargcs 
can range from Rs. 20 to  Rs. 
80 per hour at different loca­
tions. S tandardizing these
ratcn would not only bring
about consistency but also 
prevent citizens from being 
overcharged.

Furtherm ore. I propose  
the adoption  o f  autom ated 
parking systems, sim ilar to 
the  successfal m odel em ­
ployed at the Polo Parking 
Lot. Automation can ensure 
transparency in fee collection 
and significantly reduce the 
potential for human enror or 
manipulation. Moreover, pro­
viding proper identification 
for authorized fee collcctors 
is essen tia l to d is tingu ish  
them from unauthorized in­
dividuals and ensure a secure 
parking environment.

It is imperative that the 
concerncd department takes 
im m edia te  action  to  curb  
these irregularities and cre­
ate a safer, ivore organized 
p a rk ing  in frastructure  for 
our city. By d<'ing so. wc can 
eliminate the prevalent "park­
ing lot mafia" and replace it 
with a system that prioritizes 
transparency, fairness, and 
the well-being o f  our com ­
munity.

I humbly request that you
use you r pla.form  to tihed
light on this iisuc. fostering

aw areness and  pushing for 
the necessary changcs. Our 
city deserves an cflicicnt and 
trustworthy parking system 
that eaters to the needs o f  its 
c itizens and visitors alike.

Yours etc..
R. Sarki.

Vi11 email

C om m unal 
Inciden t on 

Independence Day
Editor,
Ihrough m y letter, 1 wish 

to bring to the notice o f  the 
conce rned  au thorities and 
the public an incident which 
occurred on Independence 
Day. On what was a huge 
o cca sio n  fo r o u r  country , 
many events were conducted 
throughout tlie city. One such 
event w as organized by the 
'M arwadi A ssociation' near 
K eating Road. I along with 
my son wanted to attend the 
event to delve into the spirit 
o f  patriotism and celebrate 
the historic day. However, we 
had to idea about was going 
to  happen ahead.

The volunteers/m embers 
o f  the Association denied us 
en try  saying that the event 
has already started. However, 
w c had rcachcd there around
12 pm and the event was due 
to  start at 12:30. Wc over­
heard a couple o f  volunteers
talking amongst themselves
that "Khasis should strictly

introduction to  the Jayantia 
Buranji. said that the inhabit­
ants o f  Kamrup area till re­
cently still use the term Garo 
in speak ing  to the ir Khasi 
ne ighbours. The A ssam ese 
w ere not able to differentiate 
one  tribe from another and 
hcncc used to  even call their 
Khasi neighbours to the south 
as G aro. The non-HynAcw 
T rep  people w ho lived  in 
the region till today are the 
Biate/Bcatc which the Pnar 
call as Hadcni. W hether the 
G aro ch icf mentioned in the 
Jayantia  Buraji is a Biatc 
B catc is the question  that 
needs to be dealt with? The 
folk story about the beginning 
o f  the Jayantia kingdom also 
mentioned the Hadcni ch icf 
who so ld  the Pnar princess 
to the person who was from 
Jowai.

Sutnga is known to be oc­
cupied by the Pnar and there
is no evidence o f  Garo people
living in this region. In the 
Jayantia Buranji the Jayantia 
k ing  w as s tarted  by  Brah- 
manical rules Jayanti Rai and 
since he docs not have a male 
child to succccd him. hence 
Jayanti Devi succccdcd her 
father. Jayanti Devi married 
Landabhar and was dispelled 
from the kingdom  because 
o f  his misbehaviour. Jayanti 
Devi later regrcttcddispclling 
Landabhar and prayed to  her 
favorite deity to help her

T he de ity  look Jayan ti 
D ev i 's  shadow  and sent a 
fish to swim upstream till it 
w as caugh t by L andabhar 
who forgot to cook the fish 
and only later realized that it 
w as not an ordinary fish but 
a human in disguise o f  a fish. 
She told him that she was sent 
by divine intervention to help 
him stan a new dynasty.

L andabhar w as ab le  to 
unite and win over the tribal 
chieftains around and started 
a new tribal kingdom . The 
kingdom was known as Ka
11 ima Sutnga and it bocamc so 
powerful that the territory o f  
the kingdom extended to the 
plains. In all likelihood, the 
name was given to him by the 
plains people to the chieftain 
who conquered their territo­
ries. One o f  the kingdom ’s 
most powerful kings is known 
a s Prabhat Rai. meaning the 
Lord o f  the hills. He w as not 
only able to unite the entire 
hill area under his leadership 
but he a lso  defeated  som e 
non-tribal kingdoms on the 
foothills.

The Sutnga regim e was 
a b le  to  annex the Jayantia 
kingdom to its fold and the 
kingdom became very pow­
erful till through an act o f  
treachery it was annexed to the 
British kingdom. Hie outcome 
o f that was thcdisintcgration o f 
the kingdom with die hills por­
tion keeping the name Jayantia. 
Jaintia. o r  JaAtia.

not be given entry."
Still, I requested the vol­

unteers there to kindly allow 
us entry but they replied in a 
rude manner and told us to 
leave the prem ises. A gain, 
they spoke among themselves 
and w hat they were saying
w as  c o m m u n a l. T he tw o
volunteers here (according 
to the name on their badge) 
w ere  A m it C hokhan i and  
Shalini Chaudhary. The lat­
ter in particular was literally 
chucking us out.

I am not sure i f  this was 
something that the manage­
ment decided o r the volun­
teers did on their own. I hope 
the heads o f  the Association 
read this and take sonic ac­
tion because this really was 
terrible on their part.

W hile  w c  cc lc b ra te  77 
years o f  Independence, this 
incident is a  massive reminder 
that comniunalism and hatred 
still exist within our socicty. 
I am short o f  words bccausc 
this is something that I least 
expected. A s a socicty, we 
need to rise up against these 
constructs and promote unity 
rather than cause division.

Yours ctc..
Kyrshan Khyricm.

Via email
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I beg in  th is  a rtic ic  by 
stating tha the Centre must 
act harshly against the state 
authority and conic up with 
a defin ite  plan before  the 
en tire nation is convinced 
in to  be liev ing  tha t it is a 
state-sponsored terror against 
Kukis.

In the recently concluded 
Lok Sabha session. Union 
Home M inister Amit Shah 
told the House that his gov­
ernm ent is working closely 
with the C hief M inister o f  
M anipur and that there  is 
no intention o f  replacing the 
ch icf minister o f  the conflict - 
ridden state. Shah’s  statement 
indicates the level o f  trust 
and confidcncc the Centre 
has over N Biren Singh who 
presided over three months o f 
ethnic violence between two 
communities, the Mcitcis and 
the Kukis.

The statement came after 
the  opposition  p a rtie s  a t­
tacked the C entre  over its 
failure to control the situation 
in the state. However, Shah 
pointed fingers at the O ppo­
sition parties for politicizing 
the conflic for selfish gains. 
N evertheless, the rem arks 
m ade by the Union Home 
M inister. Amit Shah in ac­
cusing the opposition parties 
o f  instigating the violence, 
and his dc 'cncc o f  N Biren 
Singh suggests that violence 
in Maniput may continue for 
some more tim e, with Singh 
leading thestatc forccs. ready 
to seize any opportunity to 
creatc mayhem in the pretext 
o f  flushing militancy in Kuki 
areas.

M citcis w ho constitu te  
the majority population view 
N Biren Singh as the only 
capable leader who can save 
the  M citcis. and therefore 
Shah's statement gave a new 
motivation to continue what 
it had just began three months 
ago. O n the other hand, the 
Kukis arc shockcd that the 
Union Home M inister rose 
to  the dc ftncc  o f  N Biren 
Singh. Forihcm, the continu­
ation o f  Biien Singh suggests 
that the central leadership 
is not interested in solving 
the conflict and it indicates 
the free-hand being given to 
him to carry out attacks in the 
name o f  narco-tcrrorism and 
militancy.

T he Kukis. a Z o  cthnic 
group, have accused the State 
C hief Minister o f  instigating 
and  lead ing  th e  v io len ce  
from all fronts. They accuse 
the State Police o f  colluding 
with banned militant organi­
zations in unleashing teno r 
against them. For all these, 
the Kukis have opposed to be 
a part o f  the peace initiative, 
protesting he inclusion o f  N 
Biren Singh as a member of 
the pcace committee. Now, 
when the Centre is adamant 
in not removing Biren Singh 
as chicf minister, the Kuki-Zo 
groups perceive something 
sinister in the Centre-State 
relationship.

M istrusts o v e r  S ingh 's  
government arc not unfound­
ed Numerous ev id en c e  and
accounts hive surfaced a s to 
how the state forces colluded 
with the Mcitci extrem ists 
and mobs in burning down 
villages and killing o f  inno­
cent Kuki& There are multi­
ple instances o f  an all-out war 
being declared on Kukis by 
individualsand groups which 
should a ttnc t suo moto cog­
nizance accordingly. But this 
would not happen as long 
as it is against the Kukis. 
O ver 4000 arms with lakhs 
o f  ammunition were looted 
from policc stations across 
the capital w ith the looters 
facing least resistance in the 
process. However, the state 
ch icf minister's attention re- 
ma ins the same every tim e he 
makes his next move, it is to 
flush away Kuki militants.

Since the violence began, 
ove r a  hundred have died 
w ith thousands d isp laced  
from their rionics both in the 
hills and the valley. However, 
there has never been any tan­
gible initiative in w ords o r in 
deeds coming from the C hicf 
Minister. It clcarly appears 
that he represents M citcis 
and their interests alone, not

the c o llec tiv e  leade rsh ip  
as a State C h ic f  M inister 
should. In fact, he has been 
in the forefront o f  all hate 
campaigns against the Kukis 
since the past many years. 
He is in the habit o f  labeling 
Kukis as foreigners, immi­
grants and terrorists.

After understanding the 
entire ordeal and witnessing 
the total failure o f  the state 
machinery, the Centre is still 
reluctant to replace Singh 
w ho has been accused  o f  
being biased and involved 
in wrongdoings for the last 
three months. In a sta te­
ment, the Union H ome Min­
ister docs not simply nilc  out 
a change o f  guard but insists 
that Singh is 'coopera ting ' 
with them all this time. With 
this, there arc questions as lo 
what relationship docs the 
U nion G overnm ent share 
w ith  the  N B ire n  S in g h  
government in Manipur for 
the last three months.

The Kuki-Zo community 
has no doubt over the central 
leadersh ip . T hey  h ad  b e ­
lieved thccom plcx situation 
to be the sole reason behind 
why the central leadership 
docs not take urgent politi­
cal stanccs. However, with 
the Union Home M inister’s 
s ta tem en t, the  K ukis a rc  
de ep ly  shaken . T he M a­
nipur Tribal* Forum Delhi 
(MTFD). Indigenous Tribal 
Leaders Forum (ITLF) and 
its ten Kuki legislators have 
expressed their disappoint­
ment over the Union Home 
M inister’s remarks. On the 
orig in  o f  con flic t, deaths 
and destruction, the Home 
M inister shares a s im ilar 
tone with the Slate C h icf 
Minister. Hcncc w c wonder 
i f  the Union G overnment is 
part o f  the state-sponsored 
terror against tribal Kukis.

In the m eantim e, there 
arc  repo rts  by T he In d i­
an E xpress that M anipur 
violence is a result o f  cen­
tre's policy to allot mining 
rights to Prime M inister's 
elose friend Adani, Prakash 
A m bcdkar. P re s id e n t o f  
V anchit Bahujan  A ghadi 
(VBA) made this bold claim 
that it w as the Centre which 
raked  up the rese rva tion  
issue  fo r  the  M c itc is  so  
that the Kuki areas rich in 
m in e ra l d e p o s its  c an  be 
easily be passed on to  Adani 
oncc they arc in the hands 
o f  the Mcitcis. Taking into 
consideration the Chanakya 
principle o f  achieving objec­
tives at any cost employed 
by Shah at several instances, 
the bold claim s by Prakash 
Ambcdkar cannot be denied 
altogether. I f  proven true, the 
violence can be something 
more than an cthnic conflict, 
w here  the aggressors arc 
uninformed that they fight 
for a m ulti-m illion  do llar 
corporation.

W hile it is p resum ptu­
ous to implicate the central 
leadership o f  having paved 
the w ay for Adani and its 
co rpo rations w ithout any 
solid evideiKC, the statement 
o f  the Union Home Minister 
and the Centre's reluctance 
to remove N Biren Singh, its 
hcsitancy to impose Presi­
den t R ule, its adam ancc  
to act harshly against the 
culprits behind the crisis; 
its shared narratives w ith 
the Mcitcis. and more impor­
tantly. his comment against 
the K ukis a s  instigators o f  
the crisis has engaged every 
critical mind to analyse the 
crisis more holisiically. The 
statement suggests and es­
tablishes to  a certain degree 
that it condoncs w hat the 
B iren Singh governm ent 
with all its state apparatus 
has unleashed against the 
Kuki people to r the last 100 
days. It's time to question up 
to  what degree the central 
leadersh ip  is invo lved  in 
the M anipur violence and 
with what motives has the 
Centre allowed Biren Singh 
to continue to preside over 
the state-sponsored attacks 
against minority Kukis.

( T h e  w r i te r  te a c h e s  
Journalism  a t Royal Global 
U niversity, G uwahati. He 
can  be  re a ch e d  a l:  lie n -  
chonfitofygm ait.com )
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New CVVC, old faces
A FTER  a longpause, a d ec is ive  action to revamp 
the Grand Old Party’s top  leadership  has been  

taken. The new  line-up  for the re-constituted  

C on gress W orking C om m ittee h ow ever  fa ils  to  
im press. H ow ever, the party deserves praise for  

the inclusion o f  Shashi Tharoorand Sachin Pilot 

and so m e others for different reasons. Tharoor  
b rings to  the C W C  a breath o f  fresh air. A s  he 

stood  against M allikarjun K hargc in the party 
president polls and w on  considerab le  support, 
sp ecu lations were that he w ould  be kept out o f  

the C W C  despite h is  im age a s  a w ell-in form ed  
leader with a global outlook. H opes are that lead­

ers like Tharoor can think a fresh and inject new  
energy to the party, though he cannot be said  to 

be young. R elatively you n g  leaders like Sachin  

Pilot. G ourav G ogoi. G A  Mir and K am aleshw ar  
Patel too  have been included, but there has been  

no significant overhaul o f  the C W C . The old  
order prevails for m ost part and the few  new  

faces cannot m ajorly in fluence the d ec is io n s o f  
the party. O verall, the C ongress fa ils  to change  
w ith  the tim es Its o ld  format has been its prob­

lem  set against the renew al o f  the BJP through a 
set o f  new  leaders and ejection  o f  the old guard 

in o n e  g o  -  they having  been dum ped in the 
M arg Darshak M andal im m ed ia tely  after Prime 

M inister Narendra M odi took charge.
A s for the C ongress parly, it has retained v et­

erans like A K  Antony, though he has left D elhi 

and opted  for a retired life  and h is son  having  
sh ifted  base to  the BJP. S o  too  w ith  M anniohan  
Singh . A  n ew  m inority representation has been  

that o f  S y ed  N asser H ussein , as a lso  G A Mir. 

w h ile  G hulam  N abi A zad  quit the C ongress and 
formed his ow n party. Tariq A nw ar is  another  

m inority face. A  notable w om an representation  

outside o f  the Nehrus is  o f  D eepa D asm unsh i. a 
former U nion m inister and the w ife  o f  a  form er  

B engal PC C  chief. The N orth-E ast is represent­
ed  by Lalthanhawla and Gourav G ogo i. the first 
b ein g  a funnel CM  o f M iio ia u i  and llic lattei 
b ein g  deputy leader for the parly in Lok Sabha 

and son  o f  a former A ssam  c h ie f  m inister. Put 

together, the new C W C  has a heavier input o f  
dynasts. C uriously, so m e 41 leaders h ave been  

drafted as Invitees to  the C W C  -  perm anent 
or sp ecia l -  i f  o n ly  to accom m odate segm ents  

o f  pressure groups from  variou s states. T he  
C W C  as the top p o licy  form ation panel o f  the 
C ongress party takes all the d ec is io n s w'hile the 

A IC C  m eets less o ften  and takes the backseat. 
Its com position  is important. O verall, the C on­

gress failed to give its e lf  a spruced up look  that’s 

y ounger and smarter. This w hen  the parliament 

p o lls  are just a few' m onths away.

Manipur conflict: Can we rise 
above ethnic affiliations?

The gathering organized 
by T he S hillong  T im es to 
c o m m em o ra te  th e ir  78 th  
foundation year on  August
12, 2023 w as illum inated  
by the  p resence o f  Vrinda 
Grover, an eminent Supreme 
C ourt law yer and  M em ber 
o f  the Ukraine Commission 
o f  Inquiry. Listening to her 
talk about the legal landscape 
and the challenges that the 
Indian Constitution is facing 
w as very enlightening and 
high ly  insp iring . O f  great 
importance to  people from 
the North East, though, were 
he r o b se rv a tio n s  on M a­
nipur. A fter all. the conflict 
in M a n ip u r is so m eth ing  
that is happening  c lose  to 
home, and how the country 
reacts to  M anipur serves as 
a  template for how they will 
react to such events in other 
parts o f  the region, including 
M eghalaya. O f  p a rticu la r 
interest was her observation 
o f  a c lear divide based on 
ethnic afliliation among the 
human rights fraternity after 
the conflict began. Indeed, 
the interview o f  Mcitci hu­
man rights activist Babloo 
Loilongbam by Karan Thapar 
was a very good exam ple o f  
that divide.

M any w ho w atched the 
interview might have gained 
the impression that Babloo 
L oitongbam  w as a ttem p t­
ing to bridge the divide be­
tw een th e  M citc i a nd  the 
Kuki-Zomi by demonstrating 
fa irness  a nd  im p artia lity . 
H ow ever, the re  w ere  m o­
m ents during the interview 
that in d ic a ted  o th e rw ise . 
O ne such occasion w as when 
Karan Thapar inquired about 
the Kuki-Zomi's demand to 
prevent the M anipur police, 
w ho w ere reported to  have 
taken a biased stance in the 
conflict, from en tering  the 
hills. Babloo responded by 
poin ting  ou t that the  M a­
nipur police com prised not 
only M citcis but also other 
com m unities. T his, in my 
view, appeared to  push two 
narratives: firstly, suggesting 
that i f  any partisan conduct 
occurred within the  police 
force, it wasn't exclusive to 
the M citcis; and  secondly,
im p ly ing  ih;it np;irl from
the K uki-Zomi, other ethnic 
groups within the state had 
no issues with the Manipur 
police. In essence, Babloo 
seem ed  to  im ply tha t the 
K uki-Zom i dem and lacked 
validity. It w as on ly  when 
K aran T hapar pe rsisted  in 
proposing a quid pro quo - 
suggesting that if  the Assam 
Rifles w ere to  be withdrawn 
from the valley a s demanded 
by the M citcis, the Manipur 
police should a lso withdraw 
from the hills that Babloo 
e v e n tu a lly  a cq u ic scc d  to 
the idea. B abloo 's sym pa­
thetic  inc lina tion  tow ards 
his ethn ic  com m unity was 
further revealed on anoth­
e r occa sio n  w hen he  w as 
questioned about the role o f  
Mcira Paibi in the  ongoing

By Bhogtoram M aw roll

conflict. While acknow ledg­
ing their problematic behav­
ior. he also enphasized  their 
s ign ificance  and accorded 
them greater importance than 
even the Army in safeguard­
ing  the  socicty. H ow ever, 
the situation on the ground 
c o n tra d ic ts  th is p e rsp e c ­
tive , a s  there is  ev idence  
that M eira Paibis not only 
assisted the rb tcrs but have 
themselves faced accusations 
o f  engaging in violence and 
facilitating the victimization 
o f  K uki-Z om i w om en by 
Mcitci miscreants. I f  Meira 
Paibis indeed play a role in 
protecting society, it appears 
tha t the w ell-being  o f  the 
non-M citci population takes 
a backseat in that society, 
considering th : recent events 
that have unfcldcd.

T hen  the re 's th e  s ta te ­
ment towards the end where 
Babloo discussed the history

o f  ab id in g  by it , w hether 
one  approves o f  it o r not. In 
e sscncc. the  message con ­
veyed  w as that M anipur's 
te rrito ria l integrity should 
a n d  w ill r c n a in  u n c o m ­
prom ised. Throughout this 
c on flic t, h isto ry  has been 
utilized as a weapon in two 
distinct ways: Firstly, there’s 
the narrative portraying the 
M c itc i a s su b ju g a to rs  o f  
th e  tr ib e s , thus a sse r tin g  
their right to  rule over them 
(and  th e ir  hom eland , the 
hills) indefinitely: Secondly, 
the notion is put forth that 
the Kuki-Zomi are a recent 
add ition  to  th is h isto rical 
tim eline, with many among 
them having ancestors whose 
p resence  dates back  re la ­
tively recently  thereby m ak­
ing their claim problematic. 
Babloo indirectly alluded to 
this second aspect when he 
d idn’t entirely  dism iss the 
idea  o f  many K uki-Z om i 
being  recent m igrants. He 
p ro v id e d  a n  e x a m p le  by  
m entioning the increase in 
Kuki-Zomi ML As from eight 
to  te n , which a lig n s with 
the number o f Naga MLAs 
d ecreasing  from tw elve  to  
ten. W hile th s  observation 
m ight appear sim plistic, it 
raises questions about how 
these tw o groups could pos­
sess an equal share o f  seats in 
a  representative democracy, 
especially  considering that 
the Nagas hav: roughly 10% 
m ore  popula tion  than the  
K uki-Z om i. This might be 
linked to the nicthodology o f  
constituency delimitation, ul­
tim ately a political decision 
m ade by those in power.

Rctumim> o  the topic o f  
illegal immig-ation. despite 
Babloo’s attempts to dow n­
play this factor in the con­
flict, he never fully debunked 
the  notion o f a substantial 
num ber o f  Kuki-Zomi being 
undocumented im m igrants. 
Even though their share in

the  to ta l popu la tio n  on ly  
increased by 1% during the 
period from 1951 to 2 0 11 his 
response didn't definitively 
refute the idea. This isn't to 
deny that som e level o f  m i­
gration likely occurred, but 
the question remains: has it 
read ied  a  scale that threatens 
the demographic equilibrium 
o f  the state? The available 
data doesn't seem  to validate 
such a claim.

R e g a r d in g  h is to r ic a l  
c la im s , w h ic h ev e r  g ro u p  
makes them be it the Kuki- 
Z om i. M citci. o r the  Naga 
(who a lso assert unique his­
to r ie s )  it a ll h inges on 
convenience and the overt 
o r covert objectives behind 
projecting a particular narra­
tive. N either the Kuki-Zomi 
no r the N aga fu lly  accept 
the  c la im  that the M citci 
had  su b ju g a te d  the  h ills , 
tran s fo rm in g  it in to  th e ir  
legitim ate territory. Further­
m ore, even i f  w e w ere  to 
assum e that th is w ere true, 
by that sam e logic, the en­
tire subcontinent, including 
Manipur, should still belong 
to the British sincc they once 
dominated the entire region. 
However, that notion belongs 
to the annals o f  history, and 
the subcontinent is  no longer 
under colonial rule; instead, 
the region now constitutes 
modem nation-states includ­
ing India which is being gov­
erned by a Constitution.

As such, it's vital to  re­
m em ber tha t M anipur has 
also transitioned from being 
a princely k ingdom  ruling 
ove r subjects to  becom ing 
a democratic state governed 
by the Constitution o f  India. 
The citizens o f  M anipur are 
entitled to  live dignified lives 
free from fear and intim ida­
tion. W hen their lives arc 
th rea tened , they have  the  
righ t to  dem and the  m ost 
appropriate arrangem ent to 
ensure safety from persecu­
tion and discrimination. The 
K u k i-Z o m i a rc  p u rsu in g  
cxactly  (his by advocating 
for a separate  adm in istra ­
tion. as equal citizens under 
a Constitution, rather than as 
subjects under a monarchy. 
T he p u rp o rted  h is to ry  o f  
one  group cannot be used to 
justify oppressing the pres­
ent and future prospccts o f  
another.

A lth o u g h  V rinda  G ro ­
ver m ay not have had him 
in m ind  w hen  d isc u ssin g  
the  d iv id e  w ith in  the  hu ­
man rights fraternity, to  me. 
Babloo Loitongbam  serves 
a s  a  perfect illustration o f  
th a t d iv id e . H ow ever, he 
is no t the  so le  exam ple. 1 
had high expectations that 
T hounaojam  B rinda. w ho 
had  taken a f irm  position 
against Biren Singh's alleged 
involvem ent in the narcot­
ics trade ( i f  that allegation 
is  tru e , d o e s it no t label 
him  a s  a narco-terrorist?),

w ould advocate for peace. 
Regrettably, she turned out 
to  be ev en  m ore  e x p lic i t 
than Babloo in asserting that 
the ongoing conflict ccntcrs 
around the broader interests 
o f  the  people  o f  M anipur 
(sp ec if ica lly  th e  M citc i), 
pitted  against those o f  the 
narcotics mafia (linked with 
the  K uk i) . N ev e rth e le ss , 
it 's  w orth  no ting  tha t she 
attem pted to run for officc 
and was unsuccessful. Thus, 
he r ha rd line  s ta n ce  could 
potentially  be attributed to 
her desire not to jeopardize 
future e lec toral prospects. 
M y d is a p p o in tm e n t w ith  
Babloo. on the other hand, is

amenta!

Thcrc will be those who 
accuse m e o f  being unfair 
tow ards Babloo. w ho actu­
ally faced threats from Meitei 
o rg an iz a tio n s like  M eite i 
Lccpun due to  his w ork with 
refugees fleeing persecution 
fro m  M yanm ar. H e a lso  
h in ted  a t the  fact tha t he 
retrains from saying certain 
things out o f  fear o f  reprisals 
back in his home community. 
This fear is undeniably real, 
and  being  ostracized  from 
one's own community poses 
a g rave  danger. H ow ever, 
what he could have chosen 
to  d o  w as  to  d e c lin e  the  
interview , avoiding the le­
gitimization o f  some claim s 
made against the Kuki-Zomi. 
and  w orse, urging them  to 
accept an arrangem ent that 
nearly resulted in theirethnic 
cleansing. Unfortunately, the 
harm  has already been done, 
and there 's no w ay to undo it 
for anyone involved.

I am. however, saddened 
by the pe rsistence  o f  bias 
tow ards one's ow n com m u­
nity, even am ong those w ho 
claim  to dedicate their lives 
to  a d v o ca tin g  fo r hum an 
rights (em phasizing the  term 
"hum an"). In fact, so-callcd 
m odera te  voices often  get 
co-opted by regressive forces 
to further their own agendas. 
W hile there's nothing inher­
ently w rong in fcclingafraid. 
i f  o n e  c a n n o t c o n trib u te  
positively, it's better to avoid 
causing harm.

Today. lh«» ron  flirt i< hi'- 
tw een the Meitei and the Ku­
ki-Zomi: tomorrow, it might 
inv o lv e  the K hasi-Ja in tia  
pitted against other groups, 
with som e potentially being 
minorities. W ill som e o f  our 
ow n people w ho presently 
profess to  fight for the rights 
o f  a ll  s tand  in so lid a r ity  
with the oppressed from the 
opposing side? O r will they, 
as seen here, retreat into the 
biased perspective o f  their 
cthnocen trism ?  Frankly, 1 
am  not optim istic, but I still 
hold onto the  hope that my 
skep tic ism  w ill be proven 
wrong.

(The view's expressed  in 
the  article are those o f  the  
author and  do not iv/lect in 
any  iwry his  affiliation to any  
organizition o r institution)

How low will 
Meghalaya sink?

Editor.
I w o n d e r  how  m a n y  

winced, clicked their tongues 
in horror o r shock o r shook 
their heads in emotional pain 
when reading the shameful 
low M eghalaya has attained 
in. ' '  L iv ing  s tandards in 
M 'laya: D ata" (ST August 
23 , 20 2 3 ). T h e  h ead line  
was so aptly printed in red 
symbolising for ire the tears 
o f  blood o f  the people who 
arc suffering! T hestate lows 
on ly  seem  to  be in c re as­
ing and  the subterfuge our 
po lit ic a l le a d e r ;  e m p lo y  
to d istract us g u lib lc  pub­
lic from ground truths has 
scored  wonderfully! I say 
th is bccausc I do not hear 
the angry voiccs and dissent 
from the public!

N ow  le t m e u x tapose  
the le tte r to  the ed ito r by 
Samuel Sw ett. " 10 billion 
do lla r  Jum la. (ST A ugust 
19. 2023) to  get a deeper 
clarity  and  perspective on 
fantasy and truth! I couldn't 
wind m y brain  around the 
econom ics o f  a 10 billion  
dollar economy promised by 
the CM. H is le ttc  educated 
m e so prec ise ly . I had no 
idea what 'Jumla' ncant. but 
now I see the weight o f  its 
meaning.

A nd then  on  the sam e 
Sunday  page 1 read the ' 
Jumla' th.it ou r state minis­
ters are ' low on education.' 
No w onder the English TV 
se ria l." Yes M inister " plays

out in our state so surrepti­
tiously!

In closing, a famous song 
during m y childhood sung 
by the Kingston Trio comes 
to mind. It’s T o m  Dooley" 
(Hang down your head. Tom 
Dooley) w hen reading about 
our elected and failed leaders 
in high offices.

Yours etc., 
Kevin Phillips 

Shillong - 19

Why the delay in 
announcem ent 
o f  B.Ed Result 

by N EH U ?
Editor.
T his is to draw attention 

to  the  prolonged de lay  in 
announcing  the B.Ed. R e­
su lts the exam s for which 
were held from July 3 .2023 
(2021 -23 session), th e  B.Ed. 
results a re  supposed to  be 
declared  in  the First w eek 
o f  A ugust ev ery  y e ar but 
unfortunately the delay  in 
publication  o f  resu lts th is 
year has crossed all limits. 
M any s tu dcn ts 'cand idatcs  
aspiring to becom e teachcrs 
are deprived o f  their oppor­
tunities to apply for many va­
cant posts that have already 
been advertised in  different 
schools'institutions. M ore­
over, there is no notification 
from the U niversity for the 
delay and many students are 
upset and depressed due to 
this long gap. This is a  seri­
ous issue that needs imm edi­

ate attention o f  the NEHU 
authorities for the welfare o f  
the students concerned.

Yours etc., 
Concerned parents & students 

Nam e withheld on  request

Need for 
robust 

statistics!
Editor,
The editorial "Fall in Me­

gha laya 's  living standard” 
(ST  August 21. 2023 made 
interesting reading. NASA’s 
Global Griddcd Relative De­
privation Index (GRD1) uses 
a Statistical m ethod called 
Principal Component Analy­
sis (PCA) that com bines six 
in d ic a to rs  o f  d ep riva tion  
into a s ing le  index value. 
This statistical method says 
that India is a country with 
high levels o f  deprivation 
and inequality w ith a  Global 
Griddcd Relative D epriva­
tion Index (GRDI) value o f  
64.4. This means that India 
has high levels o f  child  de­
pendency, low income, low 
life expectancy, low educa­
tion, low nighttim e lights, 
and low  vegetation health 
com pared to other regions 
in the world. India also has 
la rge  reg iona l d isp a r itie s  
in deprivation levels, with 
som e sta te s hav ing  GRD I 
values above 70 and others 
below 40. The GRDI reveals 
the spatial patterns and varia­
tions o f  poverty across India, 
and how they relate to other 
fac tors such  a s  econom ic

development.social welfare, 
env ironm enta l qua lity , o r 
political stability.

lfoncth< 
the  repo rt, 
served that in the case o f  the 
H im alayan region no spe ­
cific value (GRDI Value) has 
been assigned for Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland. 
Sikkim. Triptra. Jammu and 
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal 
Pradesh and U ttarakhand. 
G RD I says hat A ssam  is 
o ne  o f  the most deprived  
States in India, with a GRDI 
value o f  77.5 follow ed by 
Mizoram with a GRDI value 
o f  75 w hile  M eghalaya is 
o ne  o f  the most dep rived  
sta tes in India with GRDI 
value o f  79.8. T his m eans 
tha t M eghalaya  has high 
levels o f  child dependency, 
low income, ow  life expec­
tancy. low  education, low 
n igh ttim e  ligh ts, and  low  
vegetation health compared 
to other regions in the world 
. M eghalaya faces s ign ifi­
cant challenges in  access to 
essen tial services, incom e 
levels, and other w ell-being 
metrics, desp te  its abundant 
natural resources and scenic 
beauty. However, the GRDI 
is not the only indicator o f  
poverty o r well-being, and it 
may not reflect all aspects o f  
M eghalaya's situation o r po­
tential. Meghalaya may have 
other strengt I s or opportun i - 
ties that a rc  rot captured by 
the GRDI. suth as its cultural 
diversity . so :ia l cohesion , 
environmental conservation, 
o r renewable energy poten­
tial. T herefore, the GRD I 
should be  us<d with caution

a nd  c o m p le m e n te d  w ith  
other sources o f  information 
and analysis w hen assessing 
M eghalaya’s developm ent 
needs o r prospects.

T h e  re l ia b i l i ty  o f  the 
GRDI depends on the quality 
and availability o f  the data 
sources used to calculate it. 
such a s  household surveys, 
census data, satellite imag­
ery, and  o the r ind icators. 
Rem em ber that the  GRD I 
u ses a s ta tis t ic a l m ethod  
called principal component 
analysis to combine differ cm 
indicators into a single index 
value. T his method lias some 
lim ita tions, such a s being 
sensitive to  outliers, assum p­
tions about data distribution, 
and interpretation o f  results. 
T he G RD I is not direc tly  
related to  the reliability  o f  
the electric grid, which is a 
measure o f  how  often  and 
how well the pow er system 
delivers e lectricity  to  c on ­
sumers. I lowcvcr. the GRDI 
may reflcct some aspects o f  
th e  a cc ess  and  q u a lity  o f  
e lec tricity  services in d if­
feren t reg ions , a s w ell a s 
the potential for integrating 
renew able  energy sources 
into the grid. O ne should also 
keep in mind that the GRDI 
is not a definitive measure 
o f  poverty or well-being, but 
rather a  relative and m ulti­
d im ensional indicator that 
may not capture all aspects 
o f  deprivation or inequality. 
T he GRDI may also change 
over time due to changes in 
data availability, quality, or 
methodology.

The poverty ratio in In ­
d ia  is  2S .0 I acco rd ing  to

NITI A ayog while the cor­
responding ratio for the H i­
malayan Suites are Sikkim 
3.8, Himachal Pradesh 7.6, 
M izoram  9.8, Jam m u and 
Kashmir 12.6, Tripura 16.7. 
U ttarakhand 17.7. Manipur 
17.9, A ru n a ch a l Pradesh  
24 .3 . N agaland  25 .2 . A s­
sam  32.7 an d  M eghalaya  
32.7. H ence. 1 agree  with 
the editorial that "Meghalaya 
should focus on rural pov­
erty" which is growing at an 
alarming rate judg ing  from 
m igration o f  persons from 
rural to urban Meghalaya, es­
pecially to East Khasi Hills, 
in search o f  employment.

Yours etc..
VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

False claim s
Editor.
W ith  re fe re n c e  to  the  

le tte r . " C o m m u n a l In c i­
dent on Independence day” 
(S T  A ugust 21 . 2023 ) I. 
Amit Chokhani resident o f  
Shillong hereby clarify that 
I was neither involved nor 
p resen t in  any such event 
organized by W larwadi A s­
soc ia tion ’ at K eating road 
on Indepen dence  Day as 
m entioned in the letter.

Yours etc., 
Amit Chokhani 

______________Shillon]

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views o f the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

Forest conservation 
Act, 2023, a curse 
for Meghalaya?

By Jerom e K Diengdoh
O n July 27, 2023 , the 

L ow er H ouse passed  the 
Forest Coiservation Amend­
ment Bill sans a shred  o f  
d e b a te  a d m issib le  to  th e  
oppositions by the Modi- led 
governm ent by cy n ica lly  
leveraginy its brute majority. 
Subsequently, the sam e has 
been endorsed by the Upper 
House wilh the aid o f  a  few 
opportunistic regional par­
ties like BJD o f  Odisha and 
YSRCP o f  Andhra Pradesh, 
to name a few. The President 
o f  India Draupadi Murmu 
has. obligingly signed the 
Bill to  bccomc an cftective 
Act.

W hile recapitulating the

Act in question to M egha­
laya. it's feared that the same 
w ill on ly  spell d isaste r  in 
the long run given that the 
major chunk o f  indigenous 
tribes dw ell in and around 
the periphery o f  the forest 
lan d  h a v in g  r ic h  m iner- 
al-deposits. In the land o f  
llynrtcw trep alone thcrc arc 
deposits o f  U ranium to the 
tune o f  9.22 million tonnes 
o f  h igh g rade  qua lity  and 
Domiasiat. v illage in South­
west Khasi Hills district sits 
on top o f  India's biggest Ura­
nium deposits. Such invalu­
able deposits have becom e a 
mouth-w atering temptation 
for UCIL (Uranium Coqpo-

historical context o f  forest 
land, it's  w ell know n that 
tribals vij.-a-vis forest have 
been coexisting since time 
im m em oria l. T h e  tr ib a ls  
consist o f 7% o f  the national 
population who are inextri­
cably homogenized with for­
est life. These are indigenous 
aboriginals like the Adi vasis 
and  the  H ynrticw trcp  o f

ration o f  India). However, to 
have access to this mineral, 
the Corporation has had to 
procure the unhindered con­
sent o f  the District Council, 
local durbar ctc.

It w as once reported that 
Khasi H ills District Council 
w as on the verge o f  endors­
ing UCIL to mine Uranium, 
but NGOs and the concerned

“The custom ary laws and cultural practices  
o f  tribals a tv  closely  knitted with the virgin 

fo rests like the sa cred  groves o f  the Khasi-Jaintia  
Hills. More often than not. the tribals linked  

to the forest milieu have h ad  to counter 
various challenges an d  being on the vetge  

o f  deprivations by fo re s t legislations pa ssed  
from  time to lim e by those a t the helm. ”

Khasi-Jaintia communities: 
the latter a rc  per sc the first 
dw ellers :>f such stretch o f  
landscapes. It's pa r for the 
course that tribals have had 
the right to forest land being 
the primeval dw ellers there­
of. T he customary laws and 
cultural practices o f  tribals 
are closely knitted w ith the 
virgin forests like the sacred 
groves o f  the Khasi-Jaintia 
Hills. Mere often than not. 
thetribalslinked to the forest 
milieu have had to  counter 
various cl'allcngcs and being 
on the verge o f  deprivations 
by forest legislations passed 
from time to tim e by those 
at the  helm. Nonetheless, to 
ameliorate such disabilities, 
the then government in its 
fo rest o rien ted  po lic y  in 
1996 declared som e forest 
a re as a s sc hedu led  areas 
for the trba ls  to have self- 
governing powers, to  avail 
natural resources o f  forest 
on the premise o f  it being 
its dwellers for aeons. To add 
icing on the cakc. in 1996 by 
w ay o f  T ie  Scheduled Tribe
& o th e r  T rad itio n al F or­
est Dwellers (R ecognition 
o f  Forest R ights) A ct. the 
Government is to  ensure the 
basic friendly rights o f  the 
tribals whereby they can pro­
tect, regenerate, conserve, 
and  sc rupulously  m anage 
the com m unity forest that 
is intrinsically dear to their 
heart o f  hearts!

Alas, the saffron govern­
ment at tkc centre has slyly 
engineered this Act in collu­
sion with the big corporates 
w ith  b razen  c o m m crc ia l 
m indset in order to  lever­
age the rich forest natural 
reserves. T he governm ent 
has justified this Forest Act 
on account o f  so  callcd c li­
matc charge, whereby it can 
ensure better m anagem ent 
o f  forest, im prove produc­
tivity  ami ushe r seam less 
flow o f  ecosystem producc 
to their respective destina­
tions ; e u p h em is tic a lly , a 
term for Minerals exploita­
tions. A dditionally , zoos, 
safaris a n j eco-tourism will 
be  established therein. The 
know ledgeable friends o f  
m ine h a \c  visualized  that 
in such Kaftcacsque situa­
tions corporate bijjwijjs like 
Ambani, Adani ci al will be 
given spaces to have a free 
level playing field!

I f  we contcxtualizc this

villagers stood the ir ground 
in opposing the move, not­
w ith s ta n d in g  m a n ifo ld  
strains o f  allurem ents. But 
the most defining fact w as 
when a  nonagenarian lady, 
nam ed Kong Spelity  Lyn­
gdoh Langrin. w ho owned 
a large tract o f  land where 
U ranium is deposited, flat­
ly refused to  accept Rs.45 
c rores for a 30 year lease 
o f  her land to  UCIL. This 
noble lady had told report­
ers, thus, " M oney will not 
buy m y freedom .” Perhaps. 
Modi knows that there are 
hundreds o f  Kong Spelity 
in the land o f  HynAcwtrcp; 
hence, this A ct!

A s to  the enforcem ent o f  
this forest Act. the citizens 
o f  N agaland arc said to have 
exhorted the ir government 
to oppose it tooth and nail 
as Nagaland possesses sig­
nificant reserves o f  oil. And 
no wonder that the ongoing 
mayhem in M anipur is art­
fully  eng ineered  by som e 
political vested interests to 
get the Kuki- Z o  people dis­
placed from their hill-tracts 
as these landscapes contain 
large reserves o f  oil. This 
assertion is exposed by none 
other than the Ex-Lieutenant 
General Shakti Gurung. who 
has gone on record to say 
that the land spaces inhab­
ited by these tribals contain 
a bowl o f  oil estimated to be 
5 trillion cubic feet in size! 
Com e w hat may. if  the Na­
gas have visualized that the 
implementation o f  this Act 
could land up being profited 
by the corporates and some 
u n sc rupu lous rep rese n ta ­
tives and in the end o f  the 
day precipitate wanton de­
structions o f  flora and fauna  
I can't see why we too not 
pursue the same strategies 
and oppose the Act. It's cer­
tain that the G overnment o f  
Nagaland will listen to their 
respective citizens' concern 
and pass viable legislation 
to counterpoise this Forest 
A ct. I can 't sec  w hy ou r 
NPP led governm ent does 
not em ulate the anticipated 
a c tio n  o f  the  N aga land  
government? So "let's hope 
for the best and prepare for 
the w orst,” a s suited years 
ayo by the fonncr dynamic 
AA SU  genera l secretary , 
late Bhrigu Kumar Phukan 
at the height o f  foreigners’ 
agitation in Assam!
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Distress in china
CHINA, it is reported, has fallen on bad times. The 
economy is in “deep distress" and its successful 

model o f  growth for the past 40 yeans -  after the 
economic reforms introduced by Deng Xiaoping in 
the 1980s is ’’broken," as per reports in the global 

media. Its much-slower growth in the past few years
-  5.5 per cent year-on-year -has also been worsened 
by "unfavourable demographics and a widening di­
vide with the US and its allies, jeopardizing foreign 

investment ai d growth.” the reports say. China’s  
total governmental debt climbed by a huge 300 per 
cent last year, up from the 200 per cent in 2012. 

China itself admits the growth model o f  the past 
decades has its “limits."

The well-being o f  a nation is measured primarily 

in relation to the state o f  its economy. I f  growth takes 
a hit, its impact w ould be felt across the spectrum 
and mass disenchantment with the governance  
system would be all too pronounced. While China 
maintained high growth rates sincc the turn o f  the 
ccntury and more so after 2010, emerging as the 
strongest ecoromy in Asia by outwitting Japan and 

also the second largest economy in the w orld in terms 
o f  GDP. The high growth rate for China was eventu­
ally trimmed oy  President Xi Jinping with a view  

to solidifying the economic growth. All was going 
well up until the C ovidl9 health crisis gripped the 
nation. Its economy, anchored in exports to world 
markets, was shattered. China is yet to regain its 
growth momentum.

Significantly, there is no social upheaval in China 
so far, other than by pro-democracy activists in 

largely westernised Hong Kong dow'n cast-south, 
or the militants in Xinjiang province in the western 
sector, w here over a crore o f  Uyghurc or Muslims 
are restive. W iat keeps tempers low in China is the 
well-being on the economic front. I f  the economy  
fails to grow, matching with the aspirations o f  the 

people, the situation would be tailor-made for trou­
ble. A similar fate awaits India too. where elections 
have the potential to unseat governments. The Modi 
government's main strength so far has been that it 
m a n ag e d  th e  e c o n o m y  w ith o u t m u c h  ru p tu re . T h e  

ordinary people as such might have experienced only 
a trickle- dow .1 efTcct, while the rich got richer and 
the upper 20 per cent bracket provided a feel-good  
atmosphere to the economy by using their purchasing 
power. It mast be admitted that India stood its ground 
despite the Ccvid-relatcd hit it took. Still, with jusi 
eight months left for the next parliament polls. Prime 
Minister Mod will squarely have to face odds if  the 
prices o f  essentials keep rising to unacceptable levels 

as is already the case w'ith certain basic essential 
commodities. China's downward economic slide  
should serve as a lesson to all countries.

W hy is 
arbitrary  
parking & 
collection  
allowed?

Editor.
Volumes have been writ­

ten about (he traffic problems 
in Shillong city and many 
well intended citizens have 
given numeroussuggcstions 
to ease the situation. How­
ever. the situation seems to 
be getting from bad to  worse 
day by day. Keeping aside 
the long term proposals o f  
flyovers and plans o f  dccon- 
gestion and decentralization 
o f  activities away from the 
city which will lake its own 
sweet time, as aa immediate 
m easu re  the  governm ent 
needs to free the city roads o f 
unregulated on-strcct park­
ing a nd  restore back the 
old parking lots for parking 
putposcs.

A new trend in Shillong 
these days is  to pull a rope 
along any sirctch o f  road at 
any junction and declare it as 
a private parking spacc o r a 
taxi stand for some locality 
or the other. Shaiy elements 
appearing out o f now here 
demand parking fees from 
such stretchcs. All the con­
cerned authorities seem to 
be looking the ether way. It 
seems everybody has a claim 
over the road except the poor 
citizens. It was •vith a lot o f  
effort and legal ntcrvcntion

Do festivals add to 
tourism vibrancy?

tha t unau thorized  c o lle c ­
tions w ere stopped from toll 
ga tes co llec ting  entry  fee 
to  Shillong  and road side 
parking fee collection from 
various road stretches. Hie 
old trend seem s to be back. 
Back to the days o f  shady 
characters demanding park­
ing fees without any receipts 
and emergence o f  privately 
ow ned parking lots. It was 
suiprising to find a new pri­
vate parking lot a t Lailum- 
khrah Police Point when the 
same land was requisitioned 
for acquisition for a parking 
lo t w ay  back in the  90 ’s. 
It appears that the govern­
ment has been abdicating its 
responsibility in favour o f 
private players.

It is sad but it is true that 
dev elo p m e n t tod a y  goes 
against the very objective 
w hich  w as se t in earlie r  
decades by the government. 
The objective  e arlie r was 
to free the roads for move­
ment o f  traffic and for which 
U rban A flairs Departm ent 
had constructed many multi­
storey parking lots. Sadly, 
today those parking lots arc 
slow ly becom ing com m er­
cial ccntcts and consequent­
ly road spaccs are becoming 
potential areas for parking 
and  unau tho rized  c o lle c ­
tion. Even in earlier years, 
roadside parking w as done 
through a proper proccss. 
After due di ligcncc and with 
the approval o f  PW D  and 
Policc. few stretchcs were 
d em arca ted  and  public ly  
notified alonu with the fee 
structure etc.. under the byc-

Tourism  in M eghalaya 
has comc to a stage where the 
talk must now  be o f  vibrancy 
and not just tourist inflows, 
scenic beauty, nature, ctc. 
Due to  revenge'vcngcancc 
tourism after the C 'ovid-I9 
pandem ic , it is estim ated  
that in tlx- year 2023-24 there 
would l>c an i nflow o f  15 lakh 
tourists. This is around half 
o f  M eghalaya’s population 
and as such is no small feat. 
What this also means is that 
vibrancy must be driven by 
sustainability. But how do 
festivals fit in  the mix o f  
things. Arc festivals required 
to  fu rther increase tourist 
inflows? Has Paul Lyngdoh, 
Tourism Minister o f  Govern­
ment o f  M eghalaya simply 
used  to u r ism  as a m eans 
to ju stify  the holding o f  a 
scries o f  festivals? Has the 
desire for fan-farc defeated 
the inherent nature and true 
goal o f  tourism? A feel- good 
factor is alright, but better if  
based on  a strong platform 
with potency for sustainable 
livelihoods.

The starting point o f  tour­
ism  v ibrancy is aesthetics 
and  am bience. In M egha­
laya, all tourism marketing 
cam paigns have  focussed  
on this aspcct as the unique 
selling proposition (USP). 
But. i f  really delved upon in 
detail it is found that tour­
ism vibrancy entails many 
o the r fac tors. It concerns 
a quantita tive  understand­
ing o f  the economic sector 
rather than m ere pic tu res, 
videos, com m entaries, ctc. 
The tourist always has a set 
o f  expectations front a des­
tination. If  the expectations 
are met by the destination, 
it leads to tourism vibrancy. 
Otherwise, it is vice versa. To 
delve even deeper, tourism 
vibrancy (also refenred to by 
some scholars as ‘tourism a t­
tractiveness') underlines the 
interaction between tourism 
supply and tourism demand. 
The supply includes w hat a 
destination has to offer and 
demand is w hat the tourist 
expec ts  and requ ires. For 
Meghalaya, supply is natu­
ral resources, scenic beauty, 
pleasant climatic conditions, 
culture and recreation, ad ­
venture and wellness, infra­
structure. safety and security, 
etc. Demands are tourist ar­
rivals (domestic and foreign), 
number o f  overnight stays, 
average stay duration, tour­
ist spending, service quality 
requirements, ctc.

Globally, it is seen that 
destinations that do well are 
those that apply the construct 
o f  vibrancy. They understand 
the significance o f  interac­
tion between tourism supply

laws o f  Shillong Municipal­
ity. Today it is totally random 
and a situation o ffice  for all. 
It is high time the concerned 
authorities and law-enforce­
ment au thorities w ake up 
and bccomc proactive and 
take action or e lse from a 
tourist destination, Shillong 
will turn into a harassment 
destination.

Yours etc..
13. Dutta, 

Shillong-1

On M eghalaya  
Tourism

l-ditor.
I'd like to take a moment 

to engage in a  constructive 
d isc u ssio n  reg a rd in g  the 
recen t w ri tin g . ''M a g g ie  
N oodles Tourism  K illing 
M eghalaya  (S T  A ug 18. 
2023) by Patricia Mukhint 
that highligh ted  concerns 
about traffic congestion and 
tourism in Meghalaya, par­
ticularly in relation to tour­
ists from Assam. By the way. 
the  w ritin g  doesn 't seem  
to translate well for online 
consum ption. W hile I ap ­
preciate the attention given 
to these issues, I believe a 
more holistic viewpoint is 
necessary to fully understand 
the dynamics at play.

Firstly, attributing traffic 
congestion solely to tourists 
from Assam overlooks the 
b roader factors con tribu t­
ing  to  th is issue . T raffic  
c o ngestion  is a  com p lex  
problem innucnccd by varl-

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

and  dem and. T ourism  in 
M eghalaya has given less 
im portance to this aspcct. 
T h ere  is  no syn e rg y  and 
strategy for the long-term. 
How festivals w ill add  to 
tourism vibraacy is not clear. 
Perhaps a discourse on  the 
significance o f festivals will 
shed more light.

It is better to take festivals 
for what they arc -  a  coming 
together o f  people to  ccl- 
cbratc a phenomenon. They

have the capacity to producc 
albums despite having won­
derfu l ly ric s 'songs. T heir  
talents end up locally and the 
art-fomi can never be taken 
as a career. It is time to curtail 
on some o f  the festivals and 
instead invest the money in 
areas that matter.

Com ing to the theoretical 
aspcct, it is tnic that festivals'" 
events arc a part o f  tourism. 
But. its propensity to impact 
upon livelihoods is lim ited in

are very specific. It achieves 
the objective and concludes. 
To claim  that estiva lsadd  to 
tourist inflows is a misnomer. 
This is because the majority 
o f  the a ttendees arc  from 
am ongst the local popula­
tion. 'Chat is observed from 
the festivals o f the past. I t’s 
contribution towards income 
o f  en trep reneu rs , service  
providers, ctc is less due to 
ihc sho rt duration o f  any 
festival. Businesses cannot 
be expected to thrive only in 
fils and starts. This is where 
the need to conduct a proper 
cost-bcncfil analysis is re­
quired. A substantial amount 
o f  money willbc spent. Docs 
it justify  the ends? Further, 
w hat do  a rtists, p e rfo rm ­
ers, event-based businesses, 
ctc.. really need? Yes. festi­
vals give them visibility and 
marketability. However, the 
area that needs study is the 
possibility  for a sustained 
intervention so as to enable 
them to surv.vc and thrive 
in the long-run. T his is to 
be combined .vith honing o f  
ihcir skills. It prcscntsa need 
for a  specific and specialised 
intervention similar to start­
up schem es in the ease  o f  
others. There are many artists 
and performers who do not

ous elem ents such as urban 
planning, road infrastructure, 
local com m uting patterns, 
and the growing number o f  
vehicles. While tourists may 
contribute to traffic, it’s im ­
portant not to place the blame 
on a single graup. especially 
w hen traffic persists even 
without their presence.

Addressing the topic o f  
cooking Maggie noodles on 
the road side;, it's important 
to  recognizc that tourism  
cncontpasscs a wide spec- 
tnim o f  spending behaviours. 
W hile som e tou ris ts  may 
spend less or certain items, 
their overall impact on the 
local economy can still be 
significant. Tourism is nol 
solely defined by individual 
purchases but by the cumula­
tive cffect o f  visitors engag­
ing  w ith various serv ices 
and attractions. A s evident 
during  the recent sum m er 
break, the high demand for 
hotel rooms and homcstays 
is a lestamcn to  the diverse 
spending habits o f  tourists 
who choose Shillong as  their 
destination.

Speaking  o f  the recent 
summ er break, the fact that 
h o ld  room s«nd home stays 
w ere  com plete ly  b ooked  
sp e a k s  to  the a llu re  o f  
Shillong  as a vibran t and 
attractive destination, This 
achievement is not limited to 
any specific group o f  tourists 
but rather retlccts a collcc- 
tivc effort by all stakeholders 
in the tourism industry to 
cnhancc the city’s appeal and 
infrastructure.

In light o f  these points, it's

terms o f  scalc and time. It is 
on this basis that an argument 
is made for a limited focus 
on festivals. On the contrary, 
real and  dedica ted invest­
ment is required on the art­
ists/perform ers. M eghalaya 
has to substitute the objective 
o f  attracting tourist with bet­
ter service offerings, scrvicc 
quality, good infrastructure, 
improved connectivity, ctc. 
15 lakh tou ris ts  a year is 
more than enough for tour­
ism to substantially contrib­
ute to the state G D P through 
proper planning. For this to 
be realised, money has to be 
invested in communities and 
rural areas by targeting and 
training o f  the stakeholders at 
the grassroots. This primarily 
entails enticing the tourist 
to  have longer periods o f  
stay through better services, 
more activities and benefits 
(wellness, health, rejuvena­
tion, etc). Meghalaya tour­
ism studies have shown that 
thcrc are several lacunae in 
the offerings o f  ihc scrvicc 
providers across food, bever­
ages. accommodation, trans­
portation. trained personnel, 
ctc. These arc the loopholes 
that need attention for deriv­
ing maximum benefits from 
tourism.

important to  remember that 
tourism  is a m ulti-faceted 
industry that involves a net­
work o f  interrelated factors. 
It's essential to refrain from 
blaming tourists from Assam 
o r  any other group for the 
challenges faccd by the tour­
ism industry. Such an issue 
oversimplifies the situation 
and  fa ils  to  acknow ledge 
the shared responsibility o f  
dll stakeholders in prom ot­
ing responsible tourism and 
maintaining infrastructure.

To e n su re  the g ro w th  
and  su sta inab ility  o f  M e­
ghalaya's tourism sector, it's 
essential that wc approach 
these nu tters with a balanced 
and inclusive perspective. By- 
collaborating on solutions to 
address traffic congestion, 
investing in infrastructure, 
and creating opportunities 
for diverse tourism experi­
ences, wc can collectively 
contribu te  to  ihc positive  
growth o f  the industry.

Yours ctc.
Abiran Borah.

Via email

Enact stringent 
laws against 

ragging
Editor.
The prevalence  o f  rag ­

g ing  in education institu ­
tions has increased rapidly, 
sometimes to the point where 
the  v ic tim s a re  driven  to 
suic ide . Ragging literally
m eans lo torture someone
in a planned manner. The

These days the govern­
ment is talking less in tenns 
o f  high-end tourism. It is an 
established fact that festivals 
are not the medium to high- 
end returns. It will be good if  
the tourism priorities arc set 
straight through a bottom-up 
approach to development.

Sustainability is the bed­
rock o f  tourism vibrancy and 
is  mostly view ed from the 
environm ental perspective. 
However, its scopc is a lot 
more as it includes aspects o f 
money (cconomy), culture, 
b u siness  re tu rn s, longev ­
ity  o f  an e n te rp r ise , c lc. 
For example, lake econom­
ic sustainability . Festivals 
do not ensure a steady and 
balanced return for a busi­
ness. For economic survival 
w hat is needed is a  series 
o f  aw areness and  m otiva­
tion to  engage in business 
beyond a 2-3 day festival. 
T his understanding has to 
percolate lo  the grassroots 
through a proper mechanism 
o f  the government, develop­
ment agencies, educational 
institutions, ctc. View tour­
ism as ‘a source  o f  bread 
and livelihood’and not some 
source o f  siop-gap short-term 
windfall gain.

F o r  e x a m p le ,  t a k e  
Shillong in the weekends. 
It is turning into a party hub 
packcd  by v is i to rs . T h is 
trend is spreading to other 
parts with so-callcd resorts 
coming up in many places. 
Thcrc is a need to revisit the 
meanings o f  a resort. This is 
an outcome o f  people blindly 
jumping into tourism without 
assessing  w hether tourism 
is beneficial o r not. Simply 
bccausc some communities 
a rc  engaged in it docs not 
mean thai others will adopt 
a copy-cat approach. Tour­
ism  is not a panacea. It is 
nol a fit for all. This is one o f  
the reasons a s lo why some 
communities cannot sustain 
after a  much-hyped start to 
tourism activities. The fact 
is  that tourism  cannot be 
forccd.

in the end, festivals do 
not add to tourism vibrancy. 
A gain, festivals should be 
taken for what they arc and 
n o th ing  m ore -  a m eans/ 
m edium  to encourage  and 
promote local arts and crafts. 
For long-term  returns and 
sustainability , it is best to 
stratcgisc investm ents into 
scrvicc offering quality. Will 
the H on 'b le  Minister listen 
o r shall it be as Ronan Keat­
ing sings, ’you say  it best 
when you say nothing a t a ll'. 
( T h e  w r i te r  te a c h e s  a t  
NEHU: E m ail - benjamin@ 
nehu.ae.in)

main reason for ragging is 
revenge or retaliation. When 
a newly admitted student in 
an educational institution is 
harassed and ragged by his 
seniors, he also later jo ins 
hands with others to  avenge 
the excesses m eted out to 
him. In this way this series 
o f  ragging continues. Rag­
ging is often done by senior 
students on new entrants in 
the collcgc. It started offa s  a 
means to make new students 
feel at home but has degener­
ated into a  torture. Victims o f  
ragging arc prone to depres­
sion. isolation, low morale 
and  m any o the r ha rm ful 
effects on their personality. 
It is often seen that children 
arc not so  much afraid o f  
entering a b ig  educational 
institution as they arc afraid 
o f  being ragged by seniors. 
The new ly adm itted boys 
and girls have to face a lot o f  
embarrassment and humilia­
tion during this period. Many 
times they gel frustrated and 
also take wrong steps. Rag­
ging. which is troubling the 
youth, is a  terribly emerging 
problem today, so  there is a 
need to  cnact stringent laws 
to stop it and consider it a 
serious crim c in this era.

Yours ctc..
Pinaki Nandy, 

Shillong

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong  Times

Existential crisis 
in the state of 

Manipur
By Thangzakhup Tombing

T he ethnic c lashes b e ­
tween the Mcitci and Kuki- 
Z o  communities have been 
continuing unabated for the 
last three m onths. By this 
time the Sntc has witnessed 
m any failed a tte m p ts  to 
douse the fire. Ilie feign a t­
tempt to impose Article 355 
had drastically failed: the 
C M 's attempt at resignation 
also failed. Maybe, to propa­
gate the nuyhem, there has 
been shifting o f  narratives 
from  Kuki illegal im m i­
grants to poppy planters to 
Kuki narco- terrorists.

The Kuki- Z o  com m u­
nity on the other hand have 
adam antly stood  by the ir 
demand that sincc thcrc is 
palpable fear and danger to 
(heir culture and lives, the 
only immediate reasonable 
solution is separate adminis­
tration. Wilh more than 142 
recorded deaths and 200 plus 
C hurches belonging to the 
Kuki-zo communities being 
razed to the ground in the 
Imphal va ley  in Ihc ensuing 
nights o f  May 03.04 and 5th. 
2023. the claim o f  existential 
crisis supplicated by them to 
the Central G overnment is 
not without merit.

O n the o the r hand, the 
Mcitci countcr claim ed that 
they had also suffered loss­
es o f  lives, properties and 
p laces o f  w orsh ip . They 
even claimcd that more than 
100 C hurches belo n g in g  
to  M citci C hristians were 
burnt down. M any o f  ihc 
M citc i se ttlin g  in  K uki- 
zo dom inated areas were 
d riven out o f  their houses 
and feared for their lives in 
areas dominated by Kuki-zo 
communities.

Therefore, in  this hazy 
claim  by both the w arring 
communities to  be the pri­
mary victims o f  the ongo­
ing ethnic clashes, the clear 
picture o f  vl>o suffered more

accuscd’s mother, saw her 
hinting at the fact that her 
son performed the heinous 
act for the love o f  the State. 
Reports also circulated that 
the unruly mobs were trig­
gered by the fake news o f  
rape o f  Mcitci nursing stu­
dents by K uki-zo com m u­
nity in Churachandpur. The 
father o f  the alleged victim, 
however, had clarified in a 
local news channel on May
05. 2023 that it w as fake 
news and that his daughter 
was safe and secure.

T he in te rv iew  o f  the 
m other o f  the 21-year-old 
v ic tim  b e lo n g in g  to  the 
K uki- zo com m unity w as 
heart wrenching. She nar­
rated that her husband and 
son were killed by the unruly 
mob while trying to protect 
the modesty and dignity o f  
the victim . T he interview  
of the husband of the other 
surv iving victim is again an­
other sordid talc o f  may hem 
and  hopelessness. In the 
interview  he narrated that 
he was a  Kargil war veteran 
w ho de fended  the  nation 
against exicmal aggression 
but he could not defend the 
modesty and dignity o f  his 
wife.

In an in te rv ie w  w ith  
the Wire, hosted by K aran 
Thapar. two women surv i­
vors belonging to the Kuki- 
zo community narrated their 
horrific ordeal with utmost 
grace  a nd  g rit. T hey  d e ­
scribed in great detail and 
with clarity  how they had 
suffered at the hands o f  the 
un ru ly  m ob on  M ay 04.
2023. Towards the end o f  the 
interview, they poignantly 
declared that they can never 
live again in a place and with 
a community that had brutal­
ly attacked them, and killed 
the ir m other and bro ther 
and  the o th e r’s m othcr-in 
law and husband in the most

“//  is a lleged  that both the warring ethnic 
commur.ities believed and  propagated  their own 

sets o f  foots. The heightened polarization between  

the warring communities seem s to be continuously 

stoked up by revelations o f  videos and images 

o f  brutalities an d  utmost disregards which were 

meted out against civilian lives an d  dignity. ”

is m ired by confusion, pro­
p a g anda , m a n ip u la tio n s , 
and  tw isting and bending 
o f  facts.

It is alleged that both the 
w arring  c h n ic  com m uni­
ties be lieved  and  p ro p a ­
gated thcirown sets o f  facts. 
The heigl'tcned p o la riza ­
tion betw een the  w arring 
com m unities seem s to  be 
continuously stoked up by 
revelatiom  o f  videos and 
images o f  brutalities and ut­
most disregards which were 
m eted out against civilian 
lives and dignity. After the 
25 seconds viral video o f  
two naked Kuki- zo women 
paraded b» an unruly mob 
on May 4 ,2023  was leaked 
on July 19,2023. it took the 
entire nation by storm. Sincc 
then, the opposition political 
party leaders in the Parlia­
ment have been demanding 
discussion on Manipur cth- 
nic violence in ihc presence 
o f  the Prime Minister. The 
senseless wcaponization o f  
women’s todies as a tool o f  
w ar had triggered relentless 
TV debates, protests across 
the nation and rallies and 
speeches organized by dif­
ferent NGOs. CSOs ctc. in 
condemnation o f  ihc same. 
Lvcn the Chairpersons o f the 
Women Commission. Delhi 
and Ihc National Com m is­
sion for Women, had to rush 
to Manipur to take stock o f  
Ihc gravity o f  the crimc.

In a sort o f  a ripple cfTcct 
over ihc sensitivity o f  the 
case , the CM o f  M anipur 
condemned the heinous acts 
o f  the miscreants. The policc 
a lso  swung into action to  
arrest a ll those miscreants 
whose facts w ere recogniz­
able. By July 22. 2023. five 
m iscrean ts inc lud ing  the 
prime accised  were identi­
fied and  a rrested  by the 
M anipur Policc. A social 
media byte circu la ting  on 
the  internet a llegedly  o f  
an interview o f  the prime

inhuman way.
T he so rd id  s to r ie s  o f  

these two surviving women, 
and also o f  the survivor talc 
o f  a BJP MLA acccntuaie 
that there is real existential 
threat and fear for Kuki-zo 
com m unity  in  the Im phal 
valley. L ikew ise, for the 
Mcitci community who were 
displaced from the Kuki-zo 
community dominated areas, 
it is palpable that at this junc­
ture there is existential threat 
for them as well. But Imphal 
being the state capital, tak­
ing all factors into consid­
era tion . the apparen t and 
probable existential threat to 
be  suffered by Ihc Kuki-zo 
com m unity in the days lo 
comc is likely to be graver 
and  m o re  c o n seq u e n tia l 
for the purposes o f  health- 
related facilities, education, 
and jo b  opportunities.

O n hindsight, one won­
ders even if  ihc concerns o f  
illegal immigration and the 
noble intent o f  chccking o f  
unrestrained poppy planta­
tion in the hill tracts were 
true and  rea l, ra the r than 
allow ing the targeting and 
branding  o f  certa in  com ­
munity as vile, shouldn 't the 
State have ensured the rule 
o f  law and the due proccss 
o f  law to curb the alleged 
menace? Ihc  unleashing o f 
the seed o f  hatred and allow­
ing sneaky parasites to freely 
execute hatred and violence 
by allowing them to operate 
in darkness for three months 
has now plunged M anipur 
state into complete darkness 
and insurmountable chasm 
ofd istn is t.

(Dr Thangzakhup Tomb­
ing is presently working as 
Assistant Professor o f  Law  
a t N a tio n a l L aw  U n iver­
sity  and  Judicial Academy. 
Assam . H is core  area  o f  
research is U 'gal Pluralism. 
Private Internationa! Law. 
ia id  Custom ary Low s and  
Institutions).
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When the poor face the 
full force of the law

“Every man has his own destiny: the only 
imperative is to follow it, to accept it; no 

matter where it leads him. ”
— Henry M iller 

The Shillong Times
Vol No:l.\M No. I» Sllll.l.OM;. I IU KSDAV. \ l  (it SI 14. 2015

Chandrayaan-3 Mission Accomplished
WEDNESDAY August 23 is a Red-Letter day for 
India. With the succcssful lauding o f  Chandrayaan-3 
India bccamethe fourth nation to land on the moon 
and the first to land on its South Pole. India's unas­
suming rockci scientist and Chairman Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO). S Somnath said 
that the success o f  this mission is the result o f  the 
work done b; thousands o f  scientists, engineers. 
ISRO stafl*and industries and support teams across 
ISRO and other institutions. ISRO had launched 
Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft through its “Launch Ve­
hicle Mark-Ill” on July 14. The launch happened 
from Satish Dhawan Space Centre in South India's 
Sriharikota island. As millions o f  Indians rejoiced 
over the succcss o f  this mission the wait now is for 
Pragyan to survey the local environment for one 
lunar day (around 14 Earth days) and carry out a 
variety o f  sc.cntific experiments. These include 
using X-ray spectrometry to identify the elemental 
composition c f  the Moon's surface.

Chandrayaan-3 co m es 14 years after India 
launched its first moon landing mission in 2008, 
which found evidence o f  water molecules in the 
lunar atmosphere. Although the lander-rover o f  
C'handrayaan-2 crashed during touchdown, its or- 
biter is still in orbit and continuing its study o f the 
moon. The C'handrayaan-2 orbiter was instrumental 
in locating the landing spot lor the Chandrayaan-3 
lander and will continue to assist in sending signals 
to Earth for communication with the lander. NASA  
administrator Bill Nelson also congratulated ISRO 
on the succcssful moon landing o f  Chandrayaan-3 
through his post on Twitter stating, "We're glad to 
be your partner on this mission!"

Chandraya3n means the moon vehicle in Sanskrit 
and Chandrayaan-3 aims to demonstrate safe landing 
and roving on he moon's surface and conduct on-site 
scientific experiments. Tlie spacecraft, developed  
with a budget o f  less than S75 million, comprises a 
propulsion module, kinder and a rover that collective­
ly carry seven scientific instruments. This time ISRO 
has paid great attention to overcome the problems 
faced by the previous lander. The Chandrayaan-3 
mission includes improved sensors, software and 
propulsion systems. ISRO also carried out a number 
o f  simulations and additional testing to ensure a 
higher degree o f  ruggedness in the lander to achicvc 
a succcssful landing. The lander will conduct experi­
ments on scisiiic  vibrations, near-surface plasma, 
lunar temperature, thermal conductivity, elemental 
composition, and spectral signatures o f  earth. Unlike 
the lander, the rover o f  the Chandrayaan-3 is iden­
tical to that o f  the Chandrayaan-2. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi while speaking after the successful 
landing o f  Chandrayaan-3 said India's approach o f  
“one earth, on; family, one future." resonates across 
the globe because India's moon mission is based on 
the same human-centric approach. Modi said this 
success be lon g  to all o f humanity, and it will help 
moon missions by other countries in the future.

By A lbert T hyrniang

Move to bring CBI. ED under one supervision 
in PMO a blatant bid for abuse of power

Move to circumvent court 
debar against extension to 

Sanjay Mishra
B y K  Raveendran

I hc re p lie d  move by the 
Narendra Modi government 
to create a new post o f  Chicf 
Investigation Officer o f  India 
(CIO) on tie  lines o f  C hicf o f  
Defence S tiff  (CDS) and ihc 
N ational Security A dvisor 
(N SA ) is a blatant attem pt 
to circumvent the Supreme 
Court as a collateral target 
and institutionalise the use of 
premier investigative agen­
c ie s  a s th ; ru ling  p a rty 's , 
o r to  be more precise, the 
PM O’s political tool as part 
o f  a nefarious design.

According to reports, the 
chiefs o f  the Central Bureau 
o f  Investigation (CBI) and 
the E nforcem ent D irector­
a te  (E D ) will report to  the 
new office-, just as the three 
se rv ice s  ch iefs do  to  the  
CDS and tie  two intelligence 
agencies tc Ihe NSA.

The move has to be seen 
in the contcxt o f  the Supreme 
Court coming down heavily

Action Task Force review is 
only an alibi to  ensure the 
controversial ED director’s 
continued availab ility  for 
the C e n tre ’s d irty  deeds. 
I f  the idea was to facilitate 
FATE review , the govern­
ment could have appointed 
him as an oflicer on special 
duty, but what it envisages 
is an entirely  d ifferent ar­
rangement.

Under the new arrange­
ment. the operational super­
vision o f  both Enforcement 
Directorate and CBI would 
be e n tru s te d  to  the  new 
officer, w ho would report 
directly to the Prim e M inis­
ter's Office, the activities o f  
which have not been above 
board in several eases in­
volving the central agencies. 
As per the existing arrange­
ment, the two agencies work 
independently, with the ED 
functioning under the De­
partment o f  Revenue o f  the

Mischievous 
allegations based 

on untruth
Editor.
This letter is intended to 

addrese you b isc d  on the 
in form ation provided in  a 
letter to  the ed to r in your 
new spaper dated A ugust 
21. 2023 where my name 
was mentioned by the letter 
w riter although I w as not 
present a t any such  event 
a nd  have  no idea o f  the 
even t m cn tion ;d . A ll Ihc 
allegations arc otally false 
and this is causing unneces­
sary harassment to me and 
m y family. I hope that the 
mistake was not intentional. 
H ence p lease publish this 
clarification so  is  to correct 
the blunder while also mak­
ing sure that such mistakes 
are not repeated in future.

Yours etc., 
Shalini Choudhury.

Via email

On dishonest 
Rapido 

Captains
Editor.
O ver the last few days I 

had com c across news items 
on  the objectionable deeds 
o f  the Rapido Captains that 
greatly discredit* their public 
services. Wc h :a r  reports

o f  the Captains asking the 
tw o w heeler passengers to  
cancel the ride and (lien ne­
gotiate the offline price for 
the intended ride w hich is 
most often higher that what 
the Rapido App has to  offer. 
Such an act is highly immoral 
and also unprofessional and 
illegal.

T he R ap ido  custom ers 
that agree to such offers arc 
to be equally blamed. They 
are well aware that the in­
tention o f  the Captain is to 
avoid paying the Company 
it’s share o f  the commission 
from the earnings due from 
the ride and yet they com ­
fortably agree  to  connivc  
with the  C ap ta in s; w hich 
is plainly a dishonest and a 
cornipt act.

Dishonesty in our socicty 
is so deeply ingrained that 
wc tend to look the other way 
when such things happen, 
not realising that any form 
ofdishoncstv is cancerous to 
oneself and to  socicty.

If Rapido is keen to con­
tinue  i ts  se rv ice s  for the 
public it must plug any loop­
holes that may cause public 
inconvenience and having a 
uniform sign o f  identification 
o f  genuine Rapido Captains 
is one o f  the keys.

W hile also appreciating 
the advent o f  Jcl24x7 taxi 
aggregator in the Shillong 
market which is beneficial: 
it w ould be w iser on their

The arrest o f  the members 
o f  the ‘National Liberation 
Council o f  N ongkyndong" 
(NLC'N) has turned into a 
sensation. Samples o f  head­
lines are "Meghalaya policc 
busts new militant outfit" , 
"M em bers o f  newly terror­
ist o rganization  arrested ."  
"Policcbust nascent militant 
outfit."

The NLCN w as form ed 
in the E astern R ange area 
(Khasi and Jaintia regions). 
The policc have accused the 
arrested youths o f  planning 
lo challenge the established 
go v ern m en t, eng ag in g  in 
unlawful activities and plot­
ting terrorist acts. We have 
to  w atch and  sec  w hether 
the serious charges arc true 
o r not.

Ilic police have also made 
tall claim s saying the ‘new 
outfit' has established contact 
with Nagaland's NSCN. The 
first ba tch  w as to be des­
patched on August 17. 2023 
for armed terrorist training. 
As it turns out the ‘chairm an' 
is a juven ile  -  a c lass  ten 
student! The total number 
o f  members could be 11 or
12 in all. Is a m inor capable 
o f  establishing contact with 
the powerful NSCN? W hat 
resources do the dozen men 
possess to send their cadre to 
N agaland? T he story lacks 
credibility.

Wc must also protest the 
liberal use o f  the term ‘mili­
tant ou tfit', 'terrorist outfit', 
‘terrorist organization,’ctc. Is 
a group o f  12 an outfit? UL FA 
and NSCN whose members 
num ber severa l hundreds 
are  outfits. Then why is  a 
'foo tball team ’ branded as 
an outfit? Is NLCN a terror­
ist group? I lave its mem ber; 
carried out any terrorist ac­
tivities? Som e local media 
o u tle ts  even  la b e lled  the 
NLCN 'gang terrorists.' Have 
they terrorised anyone? This 
is a clear case o f  exaggera­
tion and the condem nation 
is insensitive.

The name ‘National Lib­
era tion  C ouncil o f  N ong­
kyndong (N LC N ) reveals 
a lot. The last word ‘Nong­
kyndong* is to be taken note 
of. It means ‘rural villages’ 
o r sim ple ‘villages'. So ‘Na­
tional Liberation Council o f  
N ongkyndong" (N LC N ) is 
equal to 'N ational Liberation 
Council o f  V illages '. W hy 
have the 12 dccidcd on this 
nom encla tu re?  A nd m ore 
im portan tly , w hat a re  the 
reasons for nam ing  them ­
selves so? is there anything 
to be concerncd about? Why 
must a  ‘council* be formed to 
liberate the villages?

The first obvious reason 
is that the members arc from 
the villages. A s per reports 
the members arc from Jaintia 
Hills and West Khasi Hills. 
Both Jaintia Hills and West 
K hasi H ills  a re  coal rich 
areas. In the era o f  rat hole

pan if  they foresee such un­
healthy practices o f  the cap­
tains o f  the Rapidos and take 
precautionary measures.

Last but not the  least I 
appeal to  the general public 
w ho a re  u sin g  these  s e r ­
vices to not be party with the 
scrvicc providers in any o f  
above mentioned acts o f  dis­
honesty so as to inculcate in 
the socicty a sense o f  honesty 
and accountability for future 
prosperity o f  one and all.

Yours ctc..
D. Pvngropc 

Shillong -6

Supply of 
untreated water is 
a serious concern

Editor,
T he F K JG P has taken  

the right step by sending the 
w ater sam ples for testing . 
(“ ‘FKJGP sends water sam­
ples for test"). (ST. August 
23. 2023). It’s too much that 
SM B and PHED. have been 
supplying muddy water to the 
public. A fter the publication 
o f  the p rev ious com plaint 
letters in The Shillong Times 
some improvement was no­
ticed for some days but later 
it relapsed.

In all seriousness, tlie sup­
ply o f ‘‘non-potablc” or mud­
dy water should be opposed 
tooth and nail. A s citizcns o f

mining in Jaintia H ills and 
West Khasi Hills coal w as 
ex trac ted  inciscrim inatcly  
and  transported in m illions 
o f  tones to Assam and Ban­
gladesh. Youths and the local 
work force were engaged in 
coal activities. However, with 
the ban by the National Green 
T ribunal o f  th e  Sup rem e  
Court in 2014 workers have 
been left high ind dry. Illegal 
m ining and  transporta tion 
earned on. but it has not been 
business  as usual. E arlier 
youngsters conld easily work 
in  coal mine* and  sto rage  
sites. They could earn well 
and  had access to  money 
quite easily. They enjoyed 
their purchasing power. But 
not anymore! Is NLCN con- 
nectcd to unemployment and 
youth distress? Do members 
o f  NLCN  think that since 
they can no longer cam  from 
coal m in ing , so  ex to rtion  
will take its place? Hope this 
angle is proved and estab ­
lished for the government to 
take conrectivc actions.

Docs the NLCN sec the 
disparity between the cities 
and the rural villages? Has 
N L C N  e m erged  bc ca u sc  
o f  the im balance betw een 
the two worlcis? Is lopsided

dev elopment the reason for 
the NLCN to come into ex­
istence?  Is t ie  ncg lcc t o f  
villages the icason for the 
NLCN  to be form ed? O n 
reading my atticle the other 
day, a friend reminded me 
o f  one o f  my first letters to 
the editor way back in 2011 
e n title d , " S l'illo n g  is not 
M eghalaya”. He recalled a 
portion. "Good roads arc only 
seen in Shillong, good edu­
cational institutions arc only 
in Shillong. £ood hospitals 
arc only in Shillong...people 
sec development in Shillong 
but not in Meghalaya." After 
more than a decade som e 
progress has been made but 
the inequality is still very 
a p p a ren t. The ro ad  from  
M a w p h lan g  to  M aw kyr- 
wat has been as pathetic as 
ever, from  M awkyrw at to 
Nongstoin is the sam e, the 
w ay  to  N onghyllam  from 
Mawkyrwat i> no better. The 
road to Maweit isa  travellers* 
nightm are. I am inform ed 
that the road conditions in 
Jaintia Hills, particularly in 
War Jaintia arc in miserable 
condition. The whole o f  West 
Khasi Hills a id  South West

Khasi Hills have no govern­
ment college . There arc  a 
couple  o f  private  colleges 
w ith  m in im um  fac ilit ie s . 
These colleges ofl'cr limited 
major subjects at the gradua­
tion level. Science stream has 
no major subjects. In South 
West Khasi Hills, the single 
collcgc in existence has no 
scicncc stream. The condition 
o f  the only college in War 
Jaintia a t Nongtalang is more 
or less in the same state. All 
rural district hospitals arc ill 
equipped not meant for treat­
ment o f  any serious ailment. 
Development is city centric. 
Has NLCN seen this injustice 
and hcncc feels the need to 
narrow the gap significantly? 
NLCN is not the first militant 
ou tfit. AN V C. G N LA  and 
others thrived in the most 
backw ard and. at tim es in­
approachable locations, o f  
the state. In Manipur we arc 
witnessing the w ar between 
the m ore  developed plains 
and the ncglcctcd hills. In 
NLCN do we sec a  warning? 
In line with the declaration 
o f  Meghalaya as the poorest 
sta te  a fte r  B ihar. N A SA 's 
G lo b a l G rid d cd  R e la tive  
D eprivation Index (GRD I) 
has confirmed the fall in the

state 's living standards. Rural 
poverty is more acute. Rather 
than being dismissive about 
the findings the chicf minister 
should do well to address real 
issues rather than be obsessed 
w ith  the 10 b illion  do lla r  
economy dream.

Criminal cases under sec­
tions o f  the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) have been registered 
against members o f  NLCN. 
I f  the NLCN members have 
done anything illegal they 
must face the music. But it is 
feared that the law is applied 
with full force mainly against 
the weak. T he helpless often 
su ffe r from w rong im ple­
mentation o f  the law. It was 
am ply obvious in July this 
year w hen the policc carried 
out the bizarre D C's order to 
shut all businesses by 10 pm. 
The vendors at Kyndaiiad. 
including mothers with ba­
bies. were seen defying the 
command. The poor faced the 
law while the rich retreated to 
the comfort o f  their homes by 
the deadline.

T h e  N L C N  m e m b ers  
might have broken the law. 
But what about the coal ma­
fia? Illegal coal mining and

transportation has been going 
on unabated for more than 
five years now. How many 
have been arrested? Has any 
politician been arrested? Has 
any business person been put 
behind bare? A former home 
m in ister had  to  be sacked  
bccausc o f  the rampant ille­
gality? Has any responsibil­
ity been fixed? Is a section 
o f  the policc too involved in 
facilitating illegal mining and 
transporta tion o f  coal?  Do 
policc personnel on duty not 
accept bribes to permit move­
m ent o f  trucks?  W ere/arc 
not trucks o f  the 'h igh  level* 
permitted to proceed freely by 
the men in uniform?

Follow ing  court o rders, 
illegal cokc plants are being 
demolished. But what about 
the owners o f  these factories? 
Has the law caught up with 
them ? A rc they anyw here  
near any ja il premises? Have 
criminal eases been registered 
against all o f  them? How did 
these illegal structures sur­
vive for so long? D id not the 
administration and the policc 
know o f  their illegality? They 
were allowed to cany on their 
nefarious activities bccausc 
they a rc  high and m ighty. 
Som e arc/vvcrc leg isla to rs 
o r m inisters. O ne ow ner o f  
the plants in Jaintia Hills is  a 
former minister and a currcnt 
M LA from South West Khasi 
Hills. A former legislator and 
a current local MDC is the 
ow ner o f  the coke plants in 
Shallang. West Khasi Hills. 
W hy d o n 't  they face  they 
law? Perhaps the police arc 
w aiting for PILs and court 
orders to  take  action?  H as 
anyone filed a  P1L against 
N L CN ? A re  the crim cs o f  
NLCN members more serious 
than that o f  the illegal cokc 
runners? Then why this bra­
zen partiality? The reason is 
bccausc the NLCN members 
arc ordinary villagers while 
the cokc owners could be part 
o f  the ruling class.

I las anyone involved in the 
scams in the State Electricity 
Corporation  been taken to 
task? I tow comc the ricc scam 
has been given a clcan chit by 
the M eghalaya government 
itself? I am sure the NLCN 
m e m b ers h ave  se en  how  
easily politicians and some 
governm ent se rvan ts  have 
becom e rich. They sec  the 
fancy cars, posh homes, huge 
cash and vast land assets o f 
the haves. Do we believe that 
all these richcs were earned 
honestly? So why not start a 
venture to achiev e the same 
goal. The law has caught up 
with them very soon. But the 
crorcpatis with their ill-gotten 
wealth may never face justicc. 
In Manipur the drug cartcl arc 
ruling the state while the in­
nocent public bear the brant. 
Here the poor face the full 
force o f  the law while the 
com ipt arc enjoying life with 
impunity.

ing these occasions.
I urge the concerncd com ­

m ittees  to  take  im m ediate 
action  in addressing  these 
issues. T he csscncc o f  any 
celebration lies in the unity 
it prom otes am ong people. 
Therefore. I encourage  the 
M arw ad i a sso c ia tio n  and  
other organizing bodies to 
e lim in a te  d is c r im in a to ry  
practiccs and foster a sense 
o f  camaraderie that encom ­
passes everyone.

Additionally, steps should 
be taken to  ensure that prices 
for items sold during festive 
occasions are reasonable and 
the quality o f  food meets ac­
ceptable standards. Adequate 
seating arrangements should 
also be a priority to cnhancc 
the  ove ra ll experience  for 
participants.

In the spirit o f  our shared 
values and co llective iden­
tity. let us w ork tow ards a 
socicty where a ll individu­
als arc  treated equally and 
cultural celebrations become 
true reflections o f  our unity 
in diversity.

Yours ctc., 
R. Sarki.

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number ol the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

against what it considered 
as ‘illegal* the extension o f  
Sanjay M sh ra ’s tenure as 
the  c h ic f  o f  E n forcem ent 
Directorate despite a court 
d irection d isallow ing such 
extension. The government 
had tried to take cover under 
an amendment to the law in
2021 that allowed the exten­
sion o fthech icfs o f  CBI and 
ED for up to a maximum of 
five years, but the court said 
that the law cannot be used to
nullify its verdict.

The apex court, however. 
It, however, allowed Mishra 
to  continue till Septem ber 
15 in view o f  the Modi gov­
ernm ent's plea that his con­
tinuance was required in the 
‘larger public and national 
interest’ he was responsible 
for interacting with the US 
Financial Action Task Force, 
which has been review ing 
India's ca>c in view  o f  dc-
n i.tml by some iici^hbuuiini; 
countries that the country be 
put in the ‘grey lis t' along 
with Pakistan. But it rejected 
the demand fo ra  full-tledged 
third term for Mishra. who 
is considered to be the most 
pliant officer by the Modi 
government.

It has been w idely seen 
tha t th e  C entre  has been 
using the central agcncics 
selectively to target politi­
cal opponents both at the 
na tio n al level a nd  in  the 
sta tes to  settle  scores. So 
much so that the opposition 
patties had even approached 
the Supreme Court, seeking 
protection against arbitrary 
arrests o f  political leaders. 
While the court rcjectcd the 
demand, on the ground that 
politicians cannot be given 
spccial consideration in the 
case o f  arrests, its stand in 
the ease relating to Mishra*s 
extension reveals that it is 
well aware o f  w hat has been 
going on in the country with 
regard to the misuse o f  cen­
tral agcncics.

It is no rockct scicncc to 
understand that the financial

Union M inistry o f  Financc 
and the CBI under the M in­
istry o f  Personnel. Public 
G rievances and  Pensions. 
W hile technically the two 
would continue to be under 
(Ik  respective administrative 
machinery, the appointment 
o f  a common c h ic f makes 
the ag cn c ics  m uch m ore  
pliant to the wishes o f  the 
powers that be.

T he o s te n s ib le  reason  
eitcd for the changc is the 
risk o f  overlapping in the 
areas o f  investigation o f  the 
ED and the CBI. While the 
ED focuses mainly on finan­
cial fraud, including cases 
related to money laundering 
and FEMA violations, there 
is no dearth o f  cases where 
the CBI also takes up cor­
ruption and other economic 
offences. A common ch icf 
would help bring in a lot o f  
syncigy.but it is not difficult 
to sec the conscqucnccs.

There have been blatant 
misuse o f  the investigating 
agencies to c rash  political 
dissent and 'upend the fun­
damental premises o f  a rep­
resentative democracy. The 
agencies arc also allegedly 
being used to facilitate horse 
trading so as to  install pro- 
BJP dispensations in states. 
Wc arc all too familiar with 
w hat happened  in M aha­
rashtra. Karnataka and other 
s ta te s , w here  the ccn tra l 
agcncics have been used as 
a political tool to change the 
situation in favour o f  the ral- 
ing party at the Centre.

It has been pointed out 
that while under 60 percent 
o f  the political leaders in­
vestigated by CBI between 
2004 and 2014 wcrc from 
opposition parties, over 95 
percent eases launched un­
der the M odi governm ent 
targeted opposition politi­
cians. Ihc same pattern is 
the case with ED, w hich has 
seen 95 percent o f  investiga­
tions being targeted against 
po litica l opponents. (IPA 
Scrvicc)

the 21st ccntiry. demanding 
bacteria-free potable water 
is not a luxury: it’s a  funda­
mental right. As wc navigate 
the complexities o f  modern 
life, the tow n’s water supply 
must evolve from its current 
state o f  "muddy marvel” into 
something that truly reflects 
progress and  w hat citizens 
should be assured o f  in this 
digital age. T ie  standard o f  
living ofMcghalayans should 
not plunge any further.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gcvvali, 

Shillong

Importance 
of communal 

harmony
Editor,
I am writirg in rcfercnee 

to the letter to the editor pub- 
lished on August 21. 2023. 
concerning tic  unfortunate 
com m unal incident on In­
dependence Day. W hile the 
initial letter highlighted an 
alarm ing incident. I would 
like to shed further light on 
the importance o f  promoting 
inclusively and equality dur­
ing cultural and religious cel­
ebrations. partcularly in light 
o f  the I lanunvm Jayanti.

It has conic to my atten­
tion that ccrtah events hosted 
by the Marwadi association 
have raised concerns about

d is c r im in a to ry  p ra c tic c s  
based on caste and commu­
nity. Specifically, the serving 
o f  Prasad during these events 
appears to be divided along 
caste lines, with some indi­
viduals being offered Prasad 
on an exclusive ttoor while 
others arc relegated to the 
ground floor, regardless o f  
their numbers. This kind o f  
segregation contradicts the 
fundamental values o f  unity 
and harmony that our diverse 
socicty should uphold.

Fu rthe rm ore , the  issue  
extends beyond ju st caste- 
based  segregation . D uring 
D urga Puja festiv itie s , an 
edible pandal near Dharam- 
shala. Garikhana. reportedly 
chargcs exorbitant priccs for 
its offerings, many o f  which 
arc oily and unhealthy. Ad­
ditionally. inadequate seat­
ing arrangements have been 
noted, m aking it inconve­
nient for people to enjoy the 
festivities comfortably.

In a socicty that values 
equality and inclusivity. such 
practiccs arc deeply disheart­
ening. Events that arc meant 
to  b ring  peop le  toge ther, 
foster goodwill, and cclcbratc 
ourdivcrscculturc should not 
bccomc platform s for d ivi­
sion o r exclusivity. It is the 
responsibility o f  organizing 
com m ittees to  en sure  that 
all individuals, regardless o f
their backgrounds, arc treated 
with dignity and rcspcct dur-

“The name  4N ational Liberation Council o f  
N ongkyndong” (NLCN) reveals a  lot. The last 
word ‘Nongkyndong 'is to be taken note of. It 
means 'rural villages' o r  sim ple ‘villages'. So  

‘N ational Liberation Council o f  Nongkyndong"  
(NLCNI is  equal to  ‘N ational Liberation  

Council o f  U llages ’. ”
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Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

“Adopting the right altitude can convert 
a negative stress into a positive one.”

—  H ans Selye
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TFR Meghalaya’s biggest challenge
IT is unfortuna.c that Meghalaya should be in the 
new s for its high loial fertility rate (TFR). An of­
ficial recently Mated that about one lakh children 
are bom eveiy year. This is a phenomenon common 
to the rural areas o f  Meghalaya and the reasons arc 
mainly teenage pregnancies. School drop-out is a 
common feature in mral Meghalaya. The reason is 
extreme poverty and hcncc the inability o f  parents 
to support their education. Such teenagers have to 
get into the workforce and support the family. Often 
the situation in most hom es is so dire that girls are 
led to believe that if  they m any they would have 
a better life apart from their maternal families and 
away from the other siblings. It is this idealism that 
prompts them to cohabit with the first man that 
approaches them. That cohabitation is equivalent 
to a marriage in Khasi society makes it easy for a 
couple to plunge into a relationship without knowing 
enough about one another and their ability to adjust 
to each other's temperament. More often than not, 
teenagers arc hardly able to distinguish between love 
and fleeting infatuation. They quickly get into a rela­
tionship. experiment with sex  and the girl becomes 
pregnant. After that, trouble begins to pile up. Rural 
Meghalaya also happens to live in ignorance about 
safe sex; condom use: birth spacing and every other 
aspect that is a burden on the woman. It is the woman 
w ho has to give birth and often it is one baby a year. 
There is 110  concept o f  planning for a family that a 
couple can afford. The belief drummed into the Khasi 
psyche that every child com es from God and must 
be accepted anc that contraception is wrong or sin­
ful has been internalised in most families. Religion 
reinforces those beliefs.

The Print, a leading online news portal did a story 
on this sordid aspect o f  Meghalaya which also re­
veals just how discmpowered women are when they 
cannot decide what their family size should be. That 
every child b o n  must also receive adequate nutri­
tion and be able to go  to school does not appear to 
be a conccrn or priority in most rural households. 
Churches and other faith institutions which arc meant 
to show the way to a better more progressive life­
style are stuck i i  medieval mindsets. Sex education 
which is core to understanding the implications o f  
sexual behaviour is not communicatcd in a way that 
adolescents car relate to. Adult education centres 
that once functioned across rural Meghalaya have 
now winded up hence women are not exposed to 
awareness on the advantages o f  planning a family 
so that their own health and that o f  their children arc 
taken care of. In such a situation it is not surprising 
that maternal and infant mortality arc both high in 
Meghalaya. The Government needs to think o f  more 
innovative methods o f  disseminating information to 
teenagers on the importance o f  planning a family; o f  
reproductive rights o f  the girl/woman and to inccn- 
tivize couples that decide on birth spacing.

Education: An 
All-Encompassing Sector

B y U buhunlang D khar Tmar

L etters  to  Ihc K ditor

C hina’s
econom ic
downturn

Editor.
The editorial “ Distress in 

China" (ST August 23.2023 
m ade interesting  reading.
T he post-C ovid  economic 
rebound heralded by Beijing 
sincc 2023 seem s to be  false, 
I f  y o u  pu t party  p o lit ic s  
first and  the  econom y and 
d ie people  second, th is is 
bound to happen economic 
s lo w d o w n . C h i ra  w as  a t 
an econom ic and political 
cl iff-edge a s dangerous a s 
tha t confron ting  D eng X i­
aoping w hen he took pow er 
and w hose economic policy 
cen tred  round. "It doesn 't 
m atter whether a cat is white 
o r black, as long as it catches 
m ice." A metaph:>r for his 
pragmatic approach to  eco­
n om ic  re fo rm s in C h in a , 
w hich emphasised the need 
for ‘practical solutions’ rath­
e r than 'ideology.-

A Leninist Xi Jinping 's 
doubling  dow n c-n cen tra ­
lised economic authority, re­
empowered the State-owned 
scctor. interfered w ith the 
conduct o f  fintech and other 
entrepreneurs whose stellar 
success  outshone the C h i­
nese Com munist Party, and 
fell back on the discredited 
ploy o f  constructing his way 
out o f  nasccnt recession. The 
economy was already stag­
nating wi'll bcfon*Cnvi<t hit
As well as all the other more 
Davos-friendly objectives o f  
X i‘s plan for economic glo­
balisation. the Bell and Road

initiatives core aim s w ere to 
export China's over-rcliancc 
on concretc and steel, and to 
build  deb t traps w herever 
China felt the need o f  c o ­
ercive political and military 
traction.

T he stunning econom ic 
growth o f  the past 20 years 
m ade China  to  decla re  in
2022 that it has lifted nearly 
800 m illion  people  ou t o f  
poverty. But now the youth 
unem ploym ent is rising so 
significantly that China has 
decided  to  s top  releas ing  
youth unemployment figures 
as the c o u n ty ’s  joblessness 
for the  age group 16 to 24 
years in urban areas reached 
20 percent w ith an overall 
unem ploym ent rate o f  5.3 
percent for that country last 
m onth. Then the re  is  the  
w eaning  o f  the  Yuan and 
deflation woes. T he U S and 
western countries were strug­
gling to  bring down inflation 
but deflation in China means 
w eaker trade, weaker sales, 
and a w eaker ou tlook  for 
its factories a s the prices o f  
goods fall as demand weak­
ens. Last month im ports fell 
by 12.4 percent and exports 
fell by 14.5 percent, as global 
demand for Chinese goods 
tumbled. Then there are trou­
bles com ing from the stock 
m arket exchange. Twenty 
five percent o f  C hina's GDP 
is on property and diis is  in 
the doldrums.

As real-estate developers 
struggle in a slowing market, 
local governments are losing 
money on their land sales, 
leading to huge debts. This 
debt, in turn, pu ts more pres­
sure on  Chinese banks and

M any have w ritten and 
said enough about the NEP 
2020 which is one o f  the core 
issues o f  the day across the 
country. T here  a re  various 
v ie w p o in ts  a n d  c o u n te r ­
poin ts that have  the ir ow n 
legitimacy' and flaws. Like all 
policies cspccially the ones 
that dealt with overhauling 
o f  any  system s it requires 
time to adapt to the changes, 
w ith num erous tw eaks and 
im p ro v e m en ts  a lo n g  the  
way. Those who have read 
o r b row sed through the 66 
pages NEP 2020 document 
will know  the hum ongous 
task that entails i f  the NEP 
2020 is to be implemented in 
both letter and spirit. There 
arc no spceiticd ' short-cuts ' 
or ’fast-food’ approaches in 
the document/policy. Every 
sen tence  and paragraph in 
the document is loaded with 
d irec tions and p rocedures 
a c c o m p an ie d  b y  flow ery  
language, easy to understand 
that grasps the reader's atten­
tion. To understand the NEP 
2020 in its entirety w e have 
to read, 'in  between the lines' 
to  gather certain nuggets o f  
the philosophy (educational, 
political and economic ph i­
losophy) o f  this document.

T he future o f  our state/ 
country and socicty lies sore­
ly  on  how  w e im plem ent 
this education policy, taking 
into account the diversity o f 
the  nation: from the local, 
regional to the national. Wc 
all know  that education is 
one  o f  the m ost im portant 
sectors. M any countries who 
a re  a h e a d  now  h ave  a d ­
opted and  spent m ore (6%  
+ o f  GDP) on the education 
scc to r. E duca tion  is a lso  
an asset (hum an resource, 
hum an cap ita l)  a nd  it has 
multifarious impacts which 
range from the individual to 
societal, economic, ecology 
and so on. It is education that 
will define our individual and 
collective future. Any state or 
country that neglects educa­
tion and initiates 'half-baked* 
‘ill-conce ived ' approaches 
will reap havoc and chaos 
in the near future. The 21st 
century is a critical episode 
in human history.

N E P 2020: State  
C on u n d ru m :

To im plem ent the  N EP 
2020. I believe is not only 
the prerogative  o f  the VC 
o f  N EHU  but a lso  that o f  
the State G overnm ent too. 
sincc education falls under 
the concurrent list. I am not 
an expert in constitutional 
law o r jurisprudence to say 
w ho has the  upper hand. 
But com m onscnsc dictates 
a dem ocratic  logic that i f  
only the VC w ho represents 
the C entre agrees to the im ­
m ediate im plem entation, it 
is only a 50%  decision. Wc 
need the  State Government 
too to fall in line. So far. the 
State Government has been

w eakens the governm ent's 
ability to improve its public 
services exacerbating the 
risk o f  a financial crisis in 
the country. Land sales typi­
cally amount to 40 percent 
o f  local government. China's 
outstanding government debt 
w as over 123 trillion yuan— 
or SIS trillion  last year. 
A lmost S10 trillion o f  this 
was what's known as  "hidden 
debt." con tracted  by local 
governm ents by  financing 
p latform s backed by cities 
o r provinces.

For centuries, China had 
been the most populouscoun- 
try in the world, a record that 
w as snatchcd in April by In ­
dia. This isn't good news for 
the Chinese economy, which 
owes much o f  its transforma­
tion to its large workforce. 
Its population grow th has 
not only slowed dow n, but 
it's likely to  decline faster in 
decades to come, according 
to the Brookings Institute, a 
Washington-based nonprofit. 
"A w o rk in g -a g e  p o p u la ­
tion that peaked in 2011 at 
m ore than 900 million will 
have declined  by nearly  a 
quarter, to some 700 million, 
by mid-century." the think 
tank w ro te. "T hese w ork ­
e rs will have to provide by 
then for nearly 500 million 
C hinese aged 60  and over, 
compared with 200 million 
today. A m erica's social se­
curity challenges seem  like 
a policy picnic by com pari­
son.” A demographic slow ­
down in China w ill leave the 
country w ith few er available 
w orkers -and more retirees 
to take care of.

evasive. Nirmala Sitharam. 
the Union Finance Minister, 
c ategorica lly  said tha t the 
"N E P 2020 is flexible and is 
not im posed on States by the 
Centre. States can adopt the 
policy according to their re­
quirem ents" (The Economic 
T imes 17/8/2'>). Further, for 
a proper implementation o f  
the Policy it requires all the 
s takeho lders to ag re e  and  
c o m c  toge ther: the  m ost 
im portant stakeholders arc 
the  te ac h e rs  D em ocracy  
should prevail not authori­
tarianism.

A t prcscn . w c a re  in  a 
c o n u n d ru m . W c o n ly  sec  
the diplomatic silence o f  the 
State G overnment, the uni­
lateral move o f VC and O SD 
o f  N E H U  fcr im m ed ia te  
implementation, the unheard 
v o ic es  o f  th ;  P r in c ip a l 's  
Council and tic  vocalization 
o f  the MCTA 011 the hutried 
implementation o f  the  NEP 
w hich is related to  higher 
education. Thi> stalemate has 
created confusion am ong the 
students and parents. Again, 
those w ho voice their agree­
ment with implementing the 
N EP now (2023) it would 
seem have not studied the 66 
pages NEP 2020 docum ent 
p roperly  and com paring  it 
w ith  the  ground rea lities. 
F urther they have not pro­
v ided  v a lid  ju s t if ica tio n . 
Those w ho a*c against the 
im m ediate implementation 
o f  NEP have provided valid 
justifica tion  which can  be 
a ttributed to ccrtain ground 
rea lities  (acadcm ic , in fra ­
structural, linkagcs-clustcr. 
rural-urban divide etc.).

It w ill be  a# anomaly if  in 
the sam e State we have two 
undergraduate courses and 
po lic ies running under the 
same Univcrs ty. Wc cannot 
deprive  the sudcnts o f  the 
colleges in ti c  rural areas, 
e ven if  som e o f  the urban 
based colleges are ready for 
N E P 2020. Arc there  any 
da tii driven assessment o f  the 
acadcm ic and infrastructural 
capacity  o f  the colleges un­
der different m anagem ents 
and  funding n both urban 
and rural areas'? It is a  normal 
practice that v e  never invite 
people fo ra  wedding, birth­
day. w ithout first p lanning 
and  preparing  for seating  
arrangements, food items etc. 
It also seems that the term 
'physica l planning’ (spatial 
e flic icncy, elustcr-1 in kages, 
Pupil-Tcachcrratio etc.,) has 
vanished from the vocabu­
lary o f  those in authority.

Wc arc already at the end 
w eek o f  A ugust 2023. By 
the first week o f  Decem ber
2023  a ll students w ill be 
appearing for the exam ina­
tions. T he G overnm ent as 
the state authority must take 
the  u ltim ate  decis ion  and

T he editorial rightly pin­
pointed that “ If the economy 
fails to  grow,m atching w ith 
the aspirations o f  the people, 
the situation would be tailor- 
made for trouble. A sim ilar 
fate awaits India too. where 
elections have the  potential 
to  u n se a t g o v e rn m e n ts" . 
E lections aside, a s  far a s
cconomicx and huKincKK iv
concerned , India ought to 
draw  lessons from  China. 
While America is in a roll­
ing recession (w hen  som e 
industries contract and suf­
fer job  losses, w hile others 
continue  to  $row, leaving 
the overall GDP growth posi­
tive. but low by historical 
standards). Ruchir Sharma, 
Founder o f  Breakout Capital 
and C hairm anof Rockefeller 
In te rn a tio n a l, p o in ts  ou t 
"China 's consistent growth 
rate declined over the  last
15 years. From 10% in the 
2000s to  6% last decade, 
he projects it to  slow  down 
further to  2.5-3% annually 
in the coming decade due to 
declining population growth 
and high debt levels. Shanna 
be lieves tha de m o g ra p h ­
ics and debt dynamics will 
h inde r C h in a 's  econom ic  
growth, making it unlikely 
to surpass 2.5-3% on a trend 
basis. T his year, the official 
data expects a 5% growth 
rate for China”. This is in 
line with the growth forecast 
o f  G oldm an Sachs. Bank o f  
A m erica, Citi. A N Z. UBS. 
JPM organ, Morgan Stanley 
and Barclays.

Yours etc.
VK Lyngdoh,

Via email

handle this stalemate, bear­
ing  in m ind  th a t the NEP 
2020 docum ent page 4 1 has 
highlighted its responsibili­
ties. The MCTA and the VC 
o f  NEHU have stated their 
stand on the NEP2020. We 
m ust know , tha t som eday 
the VC o f  NEHU will go; the 
government w ill also change. 
Therefore w ho will carry the 
burden if  the NEP 2020 is not 
implemented correctly. It is 
the students, parents, teach­
e rs  and the institutions (col­
leges, schools) that will have 
to shoulder the burden.

Political N arra tive :
A gain , the re  is a false  

n a rra t iv e  tha t has p e rp e ­
trated on social media that 
the teaching community (in 
this context the MCTA) arc 
against NF.P 2020. This is 
absolute falsehood. It seems 
that som eone o r  interested 
parties a re  politicising this 
issue  a s a con testa tion  o f  
pow ers and authority. When 
it com es to  education , the 
teachers  (schoo l, co llege) 
know  better. T hey  are the 
ones w ho are in the field o f  
educating the students from 
d ive rse  backgrounds with 
different capacities and capa­
bilities. Teachers'expertise, 
knowledge, experiences have 
to  be ta k en  in to  a c c o u n t 
and  c o nsidered . T eaching 
is a dem anding profession; 
it is not only about g iving 
no tes  and  Icc turcs. T here 
are a  host o f  duties, multiple 
com m ittees, paper writing, 
pa p er se ttin g , e valua tion , 
scrutiny, research , co llcgc  
program m es; cultural, aca­
demic workshop, seminars, 
sports, collcgc week. NAAC. 
N IR F da ta  accum ulation , 
p resen ta tion , p ro jec ts  e tc. 
Teaching is not a cakewalk 
in this present century. It is 
not only about Teaching but 
L earning (L earn . Relearn. 
U nlearn) too.

Right now; there arc un­
founded fear-based  na rra ­
tives that have been peddled 
a ro u n d  tha t i f  w c d o  not 
implement NEP imm ediate­
ly, we will put our students 
in difficulty. W hat kind o f  
d if f ic u lty  nob o d y  know s 
for it is only a hypothetical 
conjecture. Again, there arc 
those who have given gen­
eral observations/opinions, 
that com pare  ou r students 
w ith  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  from  
other states and say they lack 
exposure to multiple papers 
resulting in  C U E T  failure, 
failure in civil services ctc. 
T hese  issues can o n ly  be 
confirmed by experts in ped­
agogy bccausc there is a  dif­
ference betw een correlation 
and causations. Just because 
s tu d e n ts  a re  no t exposed  
to  many papers, w c cannot 
conclude that they failed in 
the ir CU ET. c ivil services

M CTA’s 
unjustified  

non- cooperation 
m ovem ent

Editor.
T h e  M e g h a la y a  C o l ­

lcgc T eachers A ssociation 
(M C T A ) has b e en  011 a 
non-coopcralion movement 
against the implementation 
o f  N E P by  N E H U  s in c e  
A ugust I ,  2023. M ajority  
o f  the colleges have s ta rt­
ed conducting classes with 
their part-tim e, guest o r non- 
MCTA full tim e teachers.
I think it's tim e w e should 
question die MCTA members 
on w hy they have dccidcd to 
take such a drastic step o f  not 
conducting the 1st semester 
classcs a s a first step o f  p ro ­
test?  It d irectly  affects the 
students' carecr and future. 
Now w ith a lim ited number 
o f  days available, how  can 
a student be able to  get the 
c red its neccssary for each 
paper"? Have the protesting 
teachers thought about the 
consequences the students 
will have to face for no fault 
o f  theirs? MCTA teachcrs 
m ust be  held responsib le  
for p lay ing  w ith studen ts ' 
lives and jeopardising their 
careers.

A c c o rd in g  to  M C T A . 
the decision  to implement 
NEP w as done without the 
c o n sen t o f  th e  academ ic  
council o f  the  U niversity. 
In that ease . MCTA could 
have made the m inutes o f  the 
meeting public. It could have 
also knocked on  the doors o f

etc. T his is not a valid com- 
prehensivcdata-drivcn based 
a rgum ent and  justification. 
The fa ilu re  o f  ou r educa ­
tion system is systemic and 
encompass government poli­
cies, institutions and socicty. 
W c can n o t c o n c lu d c  and 
justify  anything without em ­
pirical evidence and by using 
anecdotal evidences.

E ducation  (A cadcm ic 
and  Vocational):

T here is a difference be­
tween the term ‘academ ic’ 
a nd  ‘v o c a tio n a l’ a nd  a lso  
there  is  a c lear-cu t va ria ­
tion betw een the word skill 
(skillcd)and education (edu­
cated). The present N EP 2020 
has blended bodi o f  them in 
one single course the Four 
Y ear U n derg radua te  P ro ­
gramme (FYUP). T he reason 
behind this is to eater to the 
dem ands o f  the econom y for 
w c need skilled manpower. 
T he o the r is to  expose  the 
s tuden ts  to  a ho lis tic  and 
m u lti-d isc ip lina ry  aspects 
o f  education. In short, this is 
the Am ericanization o f  our 
education  system  and  to a 
com m on person, the FYUP 
is like a buffet w here  you 
can select any food item that 
you like and d igest at your 
ow n time and spacc. where 
a t the  e nd  you  o n ly  go t a 
collective taste with no deep 
appreciation and experiences 
o f  a particular item. From a 
pedagogical and philosophi­
cal point o f  view there w ill 
be  several view poin ts and 
educated opinions about this 
system o f  education. Fifteen 
vcars dow n the line wc will 
know w hat kind o f  citizens 
w e will have and whether all 
o f  them will be employable? 
Those w ho have taught the 
present sem ester system and 
the previous annual system 
before 2015 w ill know bet­
ter. that the present semester 
system lias banned education 
(the true  purpose  o f  being 
educated). I also feel that if  
the FYUP is converted into 
an annual system instead o f 
the present sem ester system, 
students will be able to digest 
and  com prehend  be tter on 
the course/subjects that they 
chosc. Bccausc learning and 
comprehension takes time.

To c o n c lu d e , o u r  e d u ­
c ation  sy stem  should a lso  
cater to both the local, re­
gional and national context 
(economy, ecology, socicty). 
therefore in the N EP 2020 
document, the policy framers 
also stressed on including the 
'local context’ while framing 
the syllabus'curriculum . Has 
our curriculum incorporated 
the ‘local context’?

To those  w ho a rc  in  a 
h u r ry  to  im p le m e n t the  
N EP2020 right away, have 
they thought and meditated 
properly about the true spirit, 
function o f  education and die 
purpose o f  the right kind o f 
relevant vocational cduca-

the Hon’blc HighCourt. This 
unnecessary and unjustified 
move by MCTA has d isap­
pointed the w hole  student 
com m unity and  they must 
apologise for this kind o f  ir­
responsible decision. I would 
also like to know whether the 
protesting teachcrs are draw ­
ing their full salary without 
taking the required number 
o f  c la ss e s . M any M CTA  
m embers have spoken about 
upholding principles. W ill 
diey lead ny example in  this 
regard by forfeiting part o f  
their salary for not taking 
classcs?

In fac t, th is  m ay help 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  bu ild  
some infrastructure for stu ­
d e n ts . O ne  m ore  c rit ica l 
q u e s tio n  is  • w hy is  the 
G overnment so  silent in this 
regard? Shouldn't the Educa­
tion Department be sending 
notices to  the  teachers  to 
s ta rt 1st sem es ter c lasses  
imm ediately w hen the co l­
leges and most importantly 
the studen ts  a rc  ready  to  
m ove ahead with the NEP 
degree program? 1 request 
the MCTA to w ithdraw their 
ag itation im m ediately and 
focus on building students' 
c a re e rs  and  s top  p lay in g  
politics with students' lives 
and future.

Yours etc..
A  concerned parent and 

teacher.
Name w ithheld on request

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers' 
authors and not that o f 
The S h illong  Times

P e rse v e ra n c e  a n d  the  
Past...!

W hat i  w onderful feel­
ing it was for each o f  us as 
w e waichcd Chandrayaan 3 
land 011 the moon. Though, 
what made us tense w as the 
memory c f  the crash landing 
that happened the last time. 
That we should all be  proud 
o f  is that a fte r  that failure 
wc didn't quit. Wc decided 
to do it all over again. That 
is perseverance!

It means succccding bc­
causc you're determined to. 
not bccatse  you're entitled 
to. Achievers don't sit back 
and wait fur success because 
they think the w orld 'owes 
them'. Ask God for direction, 
then go forward and refuse 
to quit. Y:>u must adopt the 
attitude o f the man w ho said, 
"We a re  determined to  win.

We'll fight them until hell 
freezes over, and i f  wc have 
to, w e'll fight them on ice."

It also m eans, you  rec­
ognize. life is not one long 
race, but many short ones in 
succession. Each task has its 
own chal lenges and each day 
its ow n events. You have to 
get ou t o f bed next m orning 
and run a.*ain, but it's never 
exactly  the sam e race. It’s 
said that Colum bus faced 
incrcdiblc difficulties while 
sailing west. He encountered 
storms, opc ric n ce d  hunger, 
d ep riv a tio n  and  e x tre m e  
discouragement. The crews 
o f  his three ships were near 
mutiny. But h is account o f  
the journey says the sam e 
thing over and over: "Today, 
we sailed on." And his pcr- 
scverancc paid ofT.

Perseverance means you 
never quit: At a sales con­
vention a m anager said to 
his fum 's sales force, "Did 
the  W right b ro thers  e v er 
quit?" "No!" they responded. 
"Did Charles L indburg ever 
quit?" "No!" they shouted. 
"Did Lance Armstrong ever 
quit?" "N:>!" they bellowed. 
"Did Thorndike ever quit?" 
There wa» a long, confused 
silence. Then a salesperson 
shouted, ' Who in the hell is 
Thorndike? Nobody"s ever 
heard o f  h im .” T he sa les  
manager mapped back. "O f 
course you haven't - that’s 
because lc  quit!" I remem­
ber a verse I learned on  my 
grandmother's knee. "Bob." 
she used o  say quoting from 
the  s c rip tu re s . "W e w ill 
reap a harvest i f  we do not 
give up."

Peiscw iaiiee means you 
turn advcsity  into advance­
ment. Just look back at every 
pitfall you've been through, 
every failure you 've  faced 
and you’ll sec it’s all helped 
c reate a stronger, more re­
silient ycu. A dversity  is  a 
great opportunity to develop 
muscle, so go ahead, build 
s tre n g th  today , d o n 't c ry  
and complain. Perseverance 
means stepping not because 
you’re tired, but bccausc the 
task is done.

Robert Strauss oncc said, 
"Success is like w restling 
a 1000-pjund gorilla . You 
don’t quit when you are tired
- you quit w hen the gorilla 
is tired.”

And finally, perseverance 
dem ands all that you have. 
I t's  m ore than ju s t trying 
o r working hard: It's b ind­
ing  your>clf em otionally , 
in tc l Icc tnally . phy sic a lly  
and  spiritually to  an idea, 
purpose or task until it has 
been completed. A s author 
Judy WarJcll H alliday said. 
"Dreams only bccomc real­
ity when we keep our com ­
mitments to them.

Today, let’s applaud our 
c ountry  for he r p e rsever­
ance..!

But even as  wc pat our­
selves on the back for our 
perseverance  in land ing  a 
spacecraft on the moon, let 
us a lso u se that same perse­
verance for som ething our 
country' needs m uch, and 
that is to  persevere to forget 
our past.

We hoisted our national 
flag last week on Indepen­
dence Day, but just imagine 
i f  the  flag failed  to  hoist 
itse lf

“ W hy a re n 't you  going 
up?” w e  ask , huffing  and 
puffing to  pull the rope that 
holds the flag, as the flag 
refuses to  move!

“ Because  I c a n ’t leave 
the ground. I have too much 
baggage! I’m stuck!’’

Now I’m going to move 
away from that rather grim 
p ic tu re  I ’v e  p a in te d  fo r

you.
A few days ago. billion­

aire and lnfosvs's chairman 
Mr Narayana Murthy. quoted 
Former US President Frank­
lin Roosevelt, w ho defined 
a true democracy as having 
four freedom s; freedom o f  
expression , freedom  from 
fear, freedom  o f  faith, and 
freedom from want!

B u t . a n d  d o  g e t  th is  
straight, all these four free­
dom s a re  b irthed  and  a re  
possib le  o n ly  i f  w e have 
freedom from the past.

I 'm  going to  quickly go 
back to the Chandrayaan-3 
take-off to the moon: How 
glorious the take-o ff  was. 
how proud wc felt a s a coun­
try. but lo and behold, a little 
later wc w atched concerned 
as something fell o f  the rock- 
c t.an d a  little later som cclse 
and  som eth ing  m ore. But 
even as w e show concern, 
the scientists smile, because 
they know that for the rockct 
to rise, the boosters on either 
side have to  fall o ff  and later 
other parts too. to  allow the 
rocket to  rise, go faster and 
finally land on the moon as 
it did two days ago.

The same for our democ­
racy. Wc need to  g ive up our 
past. Independence m eans 
getting rid o f  the baggage 
o f  the past and m oving on. 
Stop talking o f  the horrors 
o f  the partition, o r w hat the 
M ughals d id  o r  w h at the 
B ritish took aw ay. L eave 
hurts behind because in get­
ting ensnared in them , we 
don’t m ove forward. Europe 
was. oncc m ade up o f  little 
kingdoms that w arred w ith 
each other, till one day, they 
let go o ff  their past, decided 
that to bccomc powerful and 
strong, they needed to fom i a 
union, die EU cam e together, 
and  today is a form idable 
force in the world.

W hen we refuse to give 
up our past, which often arc 
m em ories o f  injustice, and 
terror, andslavcry and subju­
gation. it fuels today's anger 
and hate and violence! And 
this fuel, these reminders o f  
the past are what politicians 
use to keep you in that state 
o f  unrest forever.

T oday a s  w c ce leb ra te  
Chandrayaan 3 landing on 
the moon, let u s remember to 
persevere on one more fail­
ure that is being exploited by 
our politicians: our failure to 
move aw'ay from ou r past.

M ove away in  the same 
way we moved away from 
the failure o f  Chandrayaan
2 and with that w e will truly 
becom e  a  successfu l and 
independent nation...!

(The A uthor conducts on  
Online Writers and  S/Hxikers 
Course. F o r  m ore deta ils  
se n d  a  thum bs-up  to  him  
on W hatsApp 9892572883  
bobsbanter((i,gmail.com)
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Round The World
By ln sa f

' There is a  difference between being bo ld  

an d  being rash.”
—  A n n  K lobuchar
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Dissent in Russia
AUTOCRACIES have their own ways to deal with 
dissent. They do away with those who gain might 

and challenge .he establishment. Wagner chief Yevg­

eny Prigozhin was among 10  persons on board who 
died in the crash o f  a private plane flying between 

Moscow and Saint Petersburg. The incident occurs 

just two months after the chief o f  the dreaded private 
military posed the biggest internal challcngcto Rus­

sian President Vladimir Putin’s  rule, but withdrew 
following a secret deal with Putin. While nothing 

links the mishap to Putin, those who arc familiar 

with his ways o f  governance are clear in their mind 

that this was another mischief. Putin’s  growth from 
a KGB spy to Russian ruler for an uninterrupted 

24 ycare has been an era o f  brutal suppression o f  

rights. The Bclsan school siege by terrorists in 2004  

showed how fir the red despot could go in attaining 
his goals. The siege ended with the death o f  333 
people nearly half o f  them schoolchildren. Putin 
showed to the world that, worse comes to worse, 

this was the way to deal with terrorism. Fact is also 
that, with this brutal act, the separatist offensives in 

Chechnya ended in a whimper.
Yevgeny Prigozhin’s or his Wagner army’s noto­

riety is also equally well-known. Where the Russian 

military hesitated to tread, it stepped in and ac­
complished a task at the ground level. It also meant 

rapes, loot anti much more that was associated with 
wanton ways of unconventional warfare. Wagner’s 

army did not have to obey international roles that 
guided war between nations, other conflicts, or o f  

ground offensives. It was a law unto itself, its ranks 
swelled by hardened criminals released from Rus­

sian prisons or the old civil war fighters from Syria 
and the like. I . perpetrated a kind o f  "neo-Nazism" 

and "far-right extremism". The Wagner army had 

been given infrastructural support from the Russian 

military, as was also evident in the current war in 
Ukraine. Its forces interjected notoriously in civil 

wars in the geopolitical region -  often -  to promote 
Russian interests.

Tlie end o f  Prigozhin does not necessarily mean 
the end o f  his private military. Putin must have an al­

ternative plan ready to keep its show going. Notably, 

the Russian President had not faltered for most pan 

in the past -  except for his epic blunder in marching 

the Russian military into Ukraine. With able backing 
from the West, Ukraine is fighting fit and the war 

field has seen 62,000 deaths while 1.7cnorc people 
have been displaced. Without a major loss o f  face, it 

would be difficult for Putin to extricate him self out 
o f  Ukraine. With ill health and mental stress, many 

suspect the President’s days too arc numbered.

The PM ’s ‘ TrishuV: But 
will it work again?

By Rajdeep Sardesai

L etters to  the K ditor

Ensuring road 
safety through  
responsible biking

Editor,
I w rite  lo  exp ress  my 

conccm about tlx  rcccnt ac­
cident involv ing a youm* boy 
who suffered serious injuries 
due to over-speeding o f  a 
bike rider. This unfortunate 
incident serves a> a reminder 
that road safety should be a 
paramount concern for our 
community. While accidents 
can happen, we must take 
proactive steps to mitigate 
such occurrences and ensure 
the w ell-being o f  a ll road 
users.

Firstly, it is crucial for 
bikers, both young and old. 
lo adhere to speed limits and 
traffic rules. Over-speeding 
not only endangers Ihc in­
div idual but also poses a 
risk to pedestrians and other 
vehicles on the road. A sense 
o f  responsibility should be 
instilled in bikers from an 
early age. cmpliasi/ing the 
im portance  o f  fo llow ing  
rules for their own safety and 
that o f  others.

Secondly, pifclic aware­
ness campaigns can play a 
significant role in promot­
ing road safely. Workshops, 
sem inars, and school pro­
gram s can edura te  bikers 
about the potential conse­
quences o f  reckless riding 
and the value o f  responsible 
behaviour. These initiatives 
should highlight the need for 
proper safety g;ar. regular 
maintenance o f bikes, and 
understand ing  road signs

and signals.
Furthermore, community 

involvement is key to foster­
ing a culture o f  road safety. 
Local authorities, schools, 
parents, and organizations 
can collaborate tocreaic safe 
biking zones and implement 
s tr ic te r  m easures against 
those  w ho v io la te  traffic  
reg u la tio n s . B y w o rk ing  
together, wc can make our 
streets safer for everyone.

In a d d itio n , in v e s tin g  
in infrastructure  that sup­
ports safe biking can make 
a substantial difference. Des­
igna ted  b ike  lanes, well- 
maintained roads, and proper 
signage  can enh an c e  the 
overall safely o f  bikers and 
reduce the risk o f  accidents 
c auscd  by c o n flic ts  w ilh 
motorized v ehicles.

Lastly, I urge parents and 
guardians lo take an active 
ro le  in  su p e rv is in g  the ir  
children's biking activities. 
Ensuring that young bikers 
understand the importance 
o f  road safety and providing 
proper guidance can go a 
long way in preventing ac­
cidents.

Lei us turn this unfortu­
nate incident into an oppor­
tunity for positive change. 
B y fo ste ring  responsib le  
behaviour, ra is ing  aw are ­
n e ss . a nd  e n h an c in g  o u r  
infrastructure, we can create 
an environment where acci­
dents like these bccomc rare 
occurrences. Together, we 
can make our roads safer and 
protect the well-being o f  our 
community members.

Yours ctc..
Manisha M Pala.

Via email

With an astu te  political 
com m unicator like  p rim e 
minister Narendra Modi, the 
message often lk*s in deliber­
ate wordplay. W hich is why 
the use o f  the w ord ‘Pari- 
va rjan ’ (fam ily  m em bers) 
as many as 48 times in his 
Independence Day address 
this year is strategic: from 
‘m itron’ (friends) to  bhai- 
yon aur bchno (brothers and 
sisters) to now ’parivarjan’. 
the prime minister is setting 
him self up as a lead member 
o f  a 'f a m i ly 'o f  140 crorc 
Indians. T he contrast with 
his political rivals w ho he 
accuses o f  parivarw aad or 
dynastical politics has been 
sh a rp e n ed . But d o c s  the 
prime m inister's ‘irishul’ o f  
■parivarwaad', ‘brashtachar’ 
(corrup tion) a nd  m inority  
appeasement resonate a s ef­
fectively as it d id nine years 
ago when he first ascended to 
the top post?

L et's s ta rt w ith  the po ­
litical 'b rahm astra ' o f  'pari- 
varwad’. In 2014, Mr Modi 
was the archetypal 'ou tsid ­
e r ',  an RSS pracharak turned 
ch ic f  m in ister w ho w as a 
'c haiw a llah 's son" and not 
part o f  the privileged Luty­
ens elite. His principal rival. 
Rahul (iandhi was typecast 
as the ‘Shehzada’ (Prince) o f  
the Delhi 'Sultanat*. a lega­
tee o f  his family surnam e. 
The symbolism worked per­
fectly. The cam paign w as 
later modified by 2019 into 
a ‘kaamdar’ (worker) versus 
naamdar (dynast) binary nar­
rative, designed once again 
to showcase the prime min­
is ter’s hum ble origins and 
contrast it with the Congress 
challenger's elite upbringing 
as a fifth generation dynast. 
W ith Rahul G andhi doing 
little to repudiate the popu­
lar view that he was in the 
C ongress p resident’s chair 
only because he w as Sonia 
and Rajiv G andhi's son, Mr 
Modi scored with a key talk­
ing point.

In the last year though, 
the roles o f  the two principal 
players in the political fight 
have alm ost imperceptibly 
reversed. Mr Modi may still 
cast himself as a rooted OBC 
leader w ho is promising to 
bu ild  a 'n e w ' India based 
on  m erit a nd  no t lineage  
but he  is a lso  now  a two 
tim e prim e m in iste r  w ho 
unhesita ting ly  flaun ts the 
trappings o f  power. W hen, 
for exam ple , a stadium  in 
Ahmcdabad is named after 
Mr Modi, o r he is pictured 
feeding peacocks in his well- 
manicured prime ministerial 
garden or he poses in front 
o f  a grand new parliament 
building, the transformation

A ddressing  
misconceptions, 
refuting allegations 

& defending 
MCTA’s Stance

Editor,
Upon reading the letter 

titled. "MCTA’s  Unjustified
N on -C o o p era tio n  M ove­
ment" in TTie Shillong Times. 
1 find it imperative to address 
the unfounded allegations 
made by a "concerned parent 
and teacher," with a point- 
by-point rebuttal.

Firstly, conce rn ing  the 
M CTA 's decis ion  to  su s­
pend first-semester classes, 
it is  crucial to  clarify that 
ou r stance  is not against 
the im plem entation o f  the 
National Education Policy 
(N E P ). R a the r, w e have 
sim ply requested  tim e to 
adequately prepare. Many 
colleges grapple with severe 
in frast rue tural defi cicnc ics. 
a shortage  o f  facu lty  for 
skill-based and value-added 
courses, financial constraints 
for h iring experts, and  an 
absence o f  study materials, 
among other challenges.

The M CTA's non-eoop- 
eration movement is funda­
m entally a protest against 
the Vice-Chancellor who by­
passed the Academic C oun­
c il's  authority  to  un ila ter­
ally implement the NEP. The 
VC's primary role involves 
executing directives from the 
Centre, as he is not involved 
in teaching undergraduate 
courses nor is he aware o f  
the grassroots-level implc-

into an imperious cult figure 
is unmistakable. Yesterday’s 
‘son o f  a  chaivvallah* is to­
d a y 's  com m anding figure 
with supreme authority.

By contrast, M r Gandhi 
has spent the last year criss­
c rossing  the country  on  a 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, rushed 
to a Manipur to  embrace a 
grieving family in a  relief 
cam p  and  if. se en  in  the  
company o f  truck-drivers. 
mechanics, farmers and veg­
e tab le  vendors. T he w ell 
pa ck a g ed  v ideos o f  M r 
Gandhi with the *aam aadm i' 
a rcclcver optics, designed to 
project the O n g rc ss  leader

as someone who listens to the 
voices o f  ordinary Indians. 
Yesterday's entitled ‘shchza- 
d a ' is now be ng re-branded 
as today’s leader with a com ­
mon man touch. The dynast 
tag may still haunt him but 
it is no longer his sole badge 
o f  identity amongst the wider 
public.

Moreover, while the op ­
position ‘India’ alliance is 
dominated by family-centric 
parties, can the BJP today 
c laim  to be entirely above 
nepotism inptblic life? More 
than 40  BJP M Ps in both 
houses o f  parliament have 
dynastic links. In the recent 
Karnataka elections, a t least 
two dozen BJP tickets went 
to candidates from just ten 
political families. And what 
o f  the BJP allies, old and

mentation challenges.
Point nuirber two raises 

a critical quay : Why were 
the details o f the Academ­
ic C ounc il m eetings kept 
behind elosed doors? T he 
MCTA has shared the e s­
sence o f  these discussions, 
but one  must a sk . i f  the 
minutes were made public, 
would the public truly rally 
behind the tcachcrs? Frankly, 
I have my doubts.

P o in t n u m b e r  th re e : 
"Couldn’t the MCTA have 
knocked on tic  doors o f  the 
H onourable High C ourt"?  
I f  they did, the 1st semester 
classes would probably be­
gin in 2030. llal is how quick 
the wheels ofjustiee turn.

Point number four: Arc 
the tcachcrs d raw ing their 
full sa lary  w ithout taking 
classes? For your informa­
tion. collcgc teachers have 
not been dra.ving their full 
salary' for alnust two decades 
now. We have been deprived 
o f  ou r allowances because 
the government has seen it 
fit to use the money to build 
world-class infrastructure for 
our students in  Meghalaya. 
To add to what die concerned 
parent has pointed out. teach­
ers must not be paid at all. 
leaching should be a calling 
and anyone who decides to 
bccomc a teacher must don 
sackcloth and ashes and walk 
around with a begging bowl. 
Don't you uncerstand that we 
take this stand not just because 
it's right, but bccausc it is ncc­
cssary. How do wc teach your 
children to send up for what 
is right when *ve cannot do so
ourselves?

If  wc chose to play poli-

ncw. from the Akalis in Pun­
jab  to a Dushyant Chautala in 
Haryana to a Chi rag Pasvvan 
in Bihar to  an Ajit Pa war in 
Maharashtra: aren’t they also 
part o f  the ‘pa rivarw aad’ 
syndrome?

Interestingly, in a speech 
he delivered in the Central 
H all o f  parliam ent on the 
o c ca s io n  o f  C o n stitu tio n  
Day two years ago. the prime 
minister drew a distinction 
betw een 'd ynastic  parties’ 
and ‘dynasts.'The former he 
said were against the spirit 
o f  democracy but the latter 
could be acccptable i f  they 
had talent and public sup­

port. In cfleet, M r Modi w as 
a ttem p ting  to  exp lain  the 
BJP 's willingness to accom­
modate the kin o f  politicians 
i f  they  cou ld  p rove the ir 
clcctability.

Let's now turn to 'corrup­
tion ' a s a campaign plank. 
In 2014 . M r M odi w as  a 
p rim e b enefic iary  o f  the 
India  a g a in s t C o rrup tion  
movement that hobbled the 
M anm ohan Singh govern ­
ment. Nine years later, there 
arc serious question marks 
over the m anner in which 
the  enforcem ent agencies 
have been used to  sing le  
out opposition politicians. 
W hen the Enforcement Di­
rectorate is hyper-active in 
opposition-ruled states but 
strangely m issing in BJP- 
g o v c rn c d  s ta te s , c an  the

tics, wc could easily fall in 
line with w hatever is handed 
to us. disregarding the w el­
fare  o f  ou r s tu d e n ts . Wc 
voice our concerns because 
wc foresee the long-term ef­
fect this hurriedly prepared 
policy will have on our s tu­
dents.

So, until the general pub­
lic recognises the vital role 
o f  tcachcrs and stands with 
them when their voices are 
threatened. Meghalaya will 
continue to  lead from the 
bo ttom  in  th e  ed u ca tio n  
index.

Yours etc..
Dr.Ellcrinc Diengdoh. 

Assistant Professor.
Department o f  English.

St. Mary’s College. Shillong.

No more delays 
please

liditor.
Through your esteem ed 

paper. 1 would like to  join 
hands with other aggrieved 
parents, in expressing a deep 
concern  ove r the delay in 
starting regular classcs for 
the undergraduate courses. 
As time isa  non-replcnisliablc 
item, students have suffered 
academically for months to­
gether due to  the ongoing 
tussle betw een the MCTA 
and NEHU. The Government 
which finances most part o f  
the salary o f  collcgc tcacheis 
remains indecisive and dares 
not to act in the interest o f  the 
students. The gravity o f  the 
situation dem ands that the 
Government should emulate 
the steps taken by form er 
Prim e M inister o f  Singapore

Modi government c laim  to 
be even-handed  in its ‘na 
khaoonga na khanc doonga' 
stance? And what o f  numer­
ous political defectors who 
seem to mysteriously cscapc 
the scrutiny o f  the investiga­
tive agencies the moment 
they sw itch sides? Greatly 
enriched by opaqucclcctoral 
bonds, the BJP 's claim o f  be­
ing a party with a difference 
is now blighted by chargcs o f  
cronyism.

The prime m inister’s oth­
er familiar trope o f  ‘appease­
m ent’ also needs a relook. 
I f  Congress is accused  o f  
pandering to minorities, the 
BJPcan't cscapc (he more se­
rious allegation o f  persecut­
ing minority groups. When 
in te r -fa i th  m a rr ia g es  a rc  
demonised as ‘love jihad ', 
when food and dress habits 
lead to social discrimination, 
w hen there is lit tle  o r  no 
political representation for 
minorities, w hen hate spccch 
isn 't callcd out. then ques­
tions will be raised over the 
rise o f  majoritarian politics. 
The rcccnt targeted killing 
o f  Muslims in a train by a 
R ailw ay  Pro tection  Force 
constable hardly evoked any 
ou trag e  w ith in  the ru ling  
establishment. The ‘normali­
sation ' o f  hate polities defies 
the constitutional promise o f  
equal citizenry.

The BJP though is  con­
vinced that the threc-pronged 
attack  will ensure  a  Modi 
hat-trick. With the opposi­
tion still struggling to get 
its act together. M r Modi 
remains in pole position to 
return to pow er in 2024. But 
after almost a decade in of­
fice. the Modi government’s 
strategy can 't revolve around 
opposition  fra ilties alone. 
The ‘new ’ BJP must define 
what it stands for, not just 
what the opposition is seen 
to represent. The 'parivarjan' 
deserves better.

Post-script: On the side­
lines o f  an opposition 'I n ­
d ia ' alliance  m eeting, one  
senior politician offered an 
intriguing prospect in p ri­
vate conversation: what i f  
Rahul G andhi were to  opt 
out o f  the prim e m iniste­
rial race a ltogether and only 
becom e a star campaigner. 
"Im agine  i f  wc projcct a 
Mallikarjun Khargc. a Nitish 
Kumar, a Mamata Banerjee. 
an Arvind K ejriw al in our 
line up: a Dalit, an O BC, a 
woman, an IITian. can any­
one call them beneficiaries 
o f  parivarwaad?” he asked 
pointedly.

(T he  w riter is  a  senior 
journalist and  author, mail: 
rajdeepsardesai52@ gm ail. 
com)

Lee Kuan Yew, when it comes 
to hard o r drastic decisions 
on matters related to public 
interest. Government now has 
to fi nal ly decide w hcthcr NE P 
2020 is to be implemented 
from this acadcmic year or 
wait for a few more years 
o r abandon the Policy (but 
not from the political angle). 
Many college authorities are 
equally to be blamed for the 
delay. They Ikivv eollevied in 
advancc the fees from the stu­
dents which is meant to meet 
tlie teaching expenses for the 
whole academic scssion'ycar. 
Will they refund the amount 
due  fo r the  m on ths they 
failed to render tltc services 
o r is it possible to redeem 
the precious time lost? One 
renowned collcgc in the city 
lias played safe by allowing 
the students to join but hardly 
any classes are being taken. 
It is the Ally o f the manage­
ment o f  these institutions to 
ensure that classcs arc running 
smoothly, and i f  required, 
they should hire ihe services 
o f  many unemployed highly 
qualified youth from the open 
market or rather outsource the 
services o f  subjects that they 
lack the required manpower/ 
expertise in.

Yours c tc ., 
Concerned Parent 

and Student, 
Name Withheld on Request

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers 
authors and not that of 
The ShiHong Times

ED Fresh Assault 
*W cak' N on-B JP 

states ta rget
T he Enforcement Direc­

torate is having a field day. 
It keeps the heat on non-BJP 
States and on the saffron par­
ty’s rival leaders. So. cases 
in Chhattisgarh. Jharkhand 
and  the nephew o f  senior 
Congress Ladcr and former 
Madhya Pradesh C hicf M in­
ister Kama! Nath are rolling 
out. Expccledly, ensuing A s­
sembly polls in Chhattisgarh 
has got the ED super active 
with the obvious target be­
ing C hicf Minister Bhupcsh 
Baghcl. O r  Wednesday last, 
it conductcd searches at the 
premises o f his political ad ­
visor Vinod V cnna and two 
O SD s in Kaipur and Durg 
districts, besides a business­
man. While the nature o f  the 
cases is not exactly known, 
(it is investigating alleged 
coal scam, liquor scam, ir­
regularities in District M in­
eral Foundation fund and an 
online betting application), 
Baghcl who turned 62 that 
day  iw cctcd; “ R cspcctcd  
Prime Minister and Mr. Amit 
Shah! Thank you very much 
for the priceless g if t you 
have given me on my b irth­
day by sending ED to  my 
political advisor. OSD and 
close aide?." The Congress 
has lashed >ut other than the 
normal reaction o f  ‘political 
vendetta ', it said  the 'E D  
action is a clear reaction to 
all the prc-poll surveys that 
have predicted a m assive  
rout for the BJP.'

Likewise in  Jharkhand, 
the ED raided prem ises o f  
Finance Minister and senior 
Congress leader Ramcshwar 
Oraon, among others as part 
o f  a  money laundering inves­
tigation intoa reported liquor 
scam. Oraon’s son. Rohit, is 
said to have invested money 
in som e businesses, part 
o f  the raids. The Congress 
rca ctc d : ‘ T he ED needs 
to state what it has found. 
Rameshvvo’ Oraon is a  man 
o f  stature, he was a former 
MP, lie headed the SC C om ­
mission. . .His son has a spot- 
less reputation...W henever 
the political landscape seems 
to  be s lid n g  out ol BJP 's 
control in Jharkhand, they 
do politics through the ED. 
I t ’s an act o f  desperation. 
The public will show them 
(heir place so o n ."  W hile 
time will icll. it appears the 
ED has thrown caution to the 
winds. On Monday last the 
Supreme O u rt had observ ed 
“the ED can’t be a law unto 
its e lf ,"  w hile  restra in ing  
it and the UP government 
from proceeding in a fresh 
case registered against some 
o f  the accused in an alleged 
liquor syndicate racket in 
Chhattisgarh.

E l) Fresh Hit In M P
With reports suggesting 

the  going  is  not easy  for 
the ruling BJP in Madhya 
P radesh in e n su ing  polls, 
the ED on W ednesday last 
m ade a fresh arrest in  an 
alleged Rs 354 crorc bank 
fraud linked m oney laun­
dering case involving Ratul 
Puri, businessman nephew 
o f  form er C h ic f  M inister 
K amal Nath and  others. A 
Maltese citizen and a for­
m er relationship m anager 
o f  Bank ofSingapore. Nitin 
Bhatnagar w as taken into 
custody under the provisions 
o f  the PM L A . produced  
before a  local court which 
sent him to ED custody till 
August 3 1. What is o f  inter­
est is that the fresh action 
has taken place since the ED 
filed a chargcshcct against 
Puri in Octobcr 2019, was 
arrested and is on bail now. 
Kamal Nalh has denied any 
involvement, but he is awarc 
the spotlight is on him. Poll 
campaigning has begun and 
the case in hand will un ­
doub ted ly  be flogged  by 
the BJP.

B ihar CM -Gov Row
The Chief Ministcr-Gov • 

em or fight bug has bitten Bi­
har too. Whether it strctchcs 
out like in o the r non-BJP 
states is anybody's guess, 
but evidently its universities 
which end up getting infect­
ed. On the heels o f  Governor 
(Chancellor) Rajendra Vish- 
wanath A rickar's secretariat 
issu ing  an a dvertisem ent 
inviting applications for VCs 
posts for seven universities, 
the Nitish K umar-lcd gov­
ernment'); education depart­
ment has sought the same

beforc the deadline for five 
o f  the seven only. Besides, 
while the chancellor's sec­
retariat c ircu la r seeks ap ­
plications betw een August
24 and 27, the last date by 
the education  departm ent 
is September 13. Not only 
docs it lead to confusion but 
puts a question mark on the 
fate o f  the two left out uni­
versities. B N Mandal Univ 
(Madhcpura) and Aryabhatta 
K now ledge U niv (Patna). 
The row  a p p aren tly  w as 
triggered earlier this month 
after the government froze 
bank accounts o f  Babasaheb 
Bhimrao A m bcdkar Bihar 
U niversity. (M uzaffarpur) 
VC and pro-V C for their 
alleged failure in inspecting 
the institutions under their 
jurisdiction and being absent 
du ring  a rev iew  m eeting  
convened  by the  d e p a r t­
ment. The latter has refused 
to comply with Raj Bhavan 
d irec tin g  it to  w ithd raw  
th is  o rder. O n T hu rsday  
last, Nitish is said to have 
callcd on the G overnor for 
‘S>»nMdh<in-purn'( solution- 
filled) discussion, nagging 
uncertainty lingers.

Dam age C ontro l 
O n Onions

P o litic a l ly  hot M aha­
rashtra forces the Centre to 
swing into damage control. 
With fanners in the largest 
producing onion State (42%) 
protesting the decision  to 
impose a 40%  duty on its 
export. Union Food M in­
ister Piyush G oyal hastily 
announced on Tuesday last 
that two cooperative bodies 
NAFED and NCCF will pro­
cure 2 lakh additional tonnes 
o f  onions at a 'historic* rate 
o f  Rs 2,410 per quintal (in­
stead o f  Rs 1.470-1.713 per 
quintal), and if  need be. buy 
even more. This after Nashik 
Onion Traders’ Association 
had announced an indefinite 
shutdown o f  onions' auction 
at a ll A PM C s and  many 
other farm ers' organisations 
had taken to the streets fol­
lowing the export duty an­
nouncem ent. Importantly, 
the Shindc-Fadnav is gov ern­
ment sent an SOS to Centre 
saying annoying the farmers 
w ould prove detrim ental. 
With that front taken care 
of, Goyal also announced the 
cooperatives will sell onions 
at a subsidized rate o f  Rs
25 per kg— reaching out to 
another chunk o f  voters, the 
common man. hit by onion 
prices (up from Rs 30-35 per 
kg to Rs 45-60 per kg)aflcr 
having gone through high 
tom ato  prices. T he move 
hopefully should silcncc the 
opposition which grabbed 
the opportunity  to  hit out 
sa y in g  ‘B JP  has a lw ays 
overlooked farmers' issues. 
For them, winning elections 
is the only criterion. The ex­
port duty decision has been 
taken ahead o f  A ssem bly 
elections in several States." 
No M iscarriage  o f  Justice

Seeking to 'prevent mis­
carriage  o f  j u s t ic e '.  M a­
dras High Court may have 
ru ling -D M K  se e in g  red. 
On Wednesday last, taking 
suo moto noticc o f  a lower 
court's acquittal o f  two se­
n io r m in is te rs  T hangam  
T hcnnarasu  a nd  K K SSR 
R am achand ran  and  the ir  
wives in a disproportionate 
a sse ts’ ease  (2006-2011). 
Justicc  A nand V cnkatesh. 
holding portfo lio  for MP 
M LA eases, exercised re- 
visional powers ‘smelling a 
rat'. Quoting Shakespeare's 
Hamlet, he said ‘something 
is very rotten ' in a  special 
court for M P/M LA cases at 
Srivilluputhur. Q uantified 
as: both orders reveal ‘well- 
orchestrated pattern': special 
court took cogn isance  o f  
final repo rts in 2013 '14 : 
discharge applications filed: 
cases adjourned for months' 
years on end till 2021. when 
'political fortunes smiled at 
main accused '; they w ere 
back as ministers: months 
later state prosecution ‘very 
magnanim ously' offered to 
conduct further probe: end 
product a ‘c losure  report 
tailored' to support grounds 
for discharge; special court 
was presented with a ‘perfect 
fait accompli' as prosecution 
whitewashed its earlier final 
report and presented 'a  pic­
ture o f  complete innocence’'! 
Ihc eases discharged. Given 
the list o f  “ illegalities." the
revision promise* high dra­
ma and suspense. -INFA
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Protecting endangered languages: Does it really helpP
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B u y  A DRINX L̂ .

H e ad lin e *  a b o u n d  w ith  (he  
p lig h t  o f  e n d a n g e re d  m i­
n o r i ty  la n g u a g e s  a ro u n d  

th e  w o rld . R e ad  a few  o f  th e s e  
a n d  y o u ’ ll  s e c  s o m e  c o m m o n  
th e m e s :  th e  r i s in g  n u m b e r  o f  
la n g u a g e s  d y in g  w o r ld w id e , th e  
d is t r e s s in g  i s o la t io n  o f  in d iv i d ­
u a l la s t  s p e a k e rs ,  a n d  th e  w id e r  
c u l tu r a l  lo s s  fo r  h u m a n ity .

T h e s e  s to r ie s  o f te n  m e n tio n  
e f f o r t s  to  p r o t e c t  s u c h  l a n ­
g u a g e s . T h is  is  s e e n  a s  a w a y  to 
b u t t r e s s  th e i r  s p e a k e rs ’ s e n s e  o f  
i d e n t i ty ,  to  r e s i s t  th e  g r in d in g  
h o m o g e n i s a t i c n  o f  g l o b a l i s a ­
t io n . a n d  to  se t r ig h t  m in o r i t ie s ' 
h i s t o r ic a l  m a rg in a l i s a t i o n .

H o w e v e r ,  th e se  s to r i e s  te n d  
to  f o c u s  le s s  on ho w  su c h  e f ­
f o r t s  m a te r ia l ly  h e lp  s p e a k e rs  
o f  e n d a n g e r c t i  l a n g u a g e s .  A s 
I e x p lo r e  in  a  p e e r - r e v i e w e d ,  
o p e n - a c c e s s  a r t i c l e ,  s u c h  e f ­
f o r t s  s o m e t im e s  h e lp ,  s o m e ­
t im e s  h a rm , a nd  s o m e tim e s  th e y  
d o  b o th  a t  o n c c .

Q u e s t io n *  o f  i d e n t i t y
E n c o u r a g in g  s o m e o n e  to  k e ep  

s p e a k in g  - o r  lo  le a rn  a n e w  -  a 
s h r i n k i n g  m in o r i t y  l a n g u a g e  
c o u ld  c e r ta in ly  b u t t r e s s  h is  o r  
h e r  s e n s e  o f  id e n ti ty .  B ut w h en  
a  b ig g e r  la n g u a g e  is  a d o p te d  
s o m e w h e r e ,  it  d o e s n ’ t e r a s e  
e v e r y t h i n g  th a t  c a m e  b e f o r e .  
O f t e n ,  in te n s e  c o n ta c t  b e tw e e n  
b ig  a n d  s m a ll  l a n g u a g e s  le a d s  
to  a f a s c in a t in g  new  m ix tu re  
f o r  e x a m p le .  S h c n g  in K e n y a . 
T s o ts i ta a l  in  S o u th  A f r ic a  a n d  
N o u c h i  in  C o te  d ’I v o ir e .

In o th e r  e a s e s ,  s u c h  la n g u a g e  
c o n t a c t  r e s u l t s  in  s o m e th in g  
c lo s e r  to  th e  in c o m in g  la n g u a g e , 
a n e w  lo c a l i s e d  d i a le c t .  B ut a s  
l in g u i s t  P e te r  T r u d g i l l  a r g u e s ,  
th is  to o  c a n  h o ld  a h ig h ly  lo c a l  
id e n ti ty .

In  a n o th e r  s tu d y  in  G h a n a ,  
o n e  re s e a r c h  in te rv ie w e e  s a y s  o f  
th e  lo c a l i s e d  fo rm  o f  E n g lis h :  “ 1 
o w n  th is  la n g u a g e  th a t  e v e ry o n e  
s p e a k s ” .

S im ila r ly  in  S in g a p o r e ,  " S in -  
g l i s h "  ( a  m ix  o f  E n g l i s h .  C a n ­
to n e s e .  M a la y , and  o th e r s )  h o ld s  
a n  im p o r ta n t  id e n ti ty  f u n c t io n .  
A f t e r  a l l ,  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  n e w  
v a r i e t i e s  a r e  s p o k e n  n o w h e r e  
e ls e  o n  e a r th .

T h e s e  n e w  c o n t a c t - b a s e d  
v e rn a c u la r s  a re  g lo b a l ly  u n iq u e , 
a n d  m a n y  a r c  $ p o k e n  b y  d i s a d ­
v a n ta g e d  m in o r i t ie s ,  b u t n o b o d y  
c a l l s  f o r  th e m  to  b e  c e le b r a te d  
o r  p r o t e c t e d ,  in d e e d ,  th e y  a re  
o f te n  lo o k e d  d o w n  u p o n  fo r

e x a m p le ,  S i n g a p o r e ’s g o v e r n ­
m e n t h a s  a c a m p a ig n  to  e r a d i ­
c a te  th e  " b lu n d e r s ”  o f  S in g l i s h .  
L i n g u i s t i c a l l y ,  t h o u g h ,  th e s e  
a r e  j u s t  a s  f u l ly  s t r u c tu r e d  as 
a n y  o th e r  la n g u a g e . P e rh a p s  i t ’s 
h a rd e r  to  r o m a n t ic i s e  so m e th in g  
n e w  th a n  s o m e th in g  o ld .

A d d r e s s in g  h i s t o r i c a l  w ro n g s
T h e  th e m e  o f  r i g h t i n g  h i s ­

to r i c a l  w r o n g s  a m o n g  m in o r ­
i t y  g r o u p s  a s s u m e s  th e y  w il l  
so m e h o w  b e n e f i t  f ro m  d e fe n c e  
o f  t h e i r  la n g u a g e .  S u r e  e n o u g h , 
e n a b l in g  a p e o p le  to  u s e  th e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  la n g u a g e  c a n  m a k e  
th e m  f e e l  b e t t e r  a b o u t  t h e m ­
s e lv e s .  B u t is  it  r e a l ly  h e lp in g  
th e m ?  L e t ’s  ta k e  th i s  o n e  s te p  
a t  a t im e .

I f  a  p e o p l e  l o s t  t h e i r  l a n ­
g u a g e  a f t e r  b e in g  o p p r e s s e d  by  
c o l o n i a l i s m  a n d  th e n  f u r t h e r  
t r a m p le d  on  b y  ra m p a n t  g lo b a l-  
is m , th e y  p r o b a b ly  lo s t  a w h o le  
lo t  m o re  th a n  la n g u a g e .  C a n a ­
d ia n  r e s e a r c h e r  C h r is  L a lo n d c  
fo c u s e d  h is  w o rk  on  h e a l th  a n d  
w e l l - b e in g  in  C a n a d a 's  i n d ig ­
e n o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  w h a t 
h e  f o u n d  w as  m u c h  m o re  c o m ­
p l ic a t e d .

A c o -a u th o r e d  r e p o r t  d id  f in d  
p o s i t iv e  e f f e c ts  o f  in c re a s e d  f lu ­
e n c y  in  th e i r  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e s ,  
b u t  h e re  c o m e s  th e  m o s t  im p o r ­
ta n t  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  m o s t  d i f ­
f ic u l t  p o in t .  In a la te r  a n a ly s i s  
( c h a p te r  3 0  o f  th i s  b o o k ) ,  h e  
a n d  h is  c o l le a g u e s  s h o w e d  th a t 
s im p ly  p r o m o t in g  la n g u a g e  on

i t s  o w n  e v e n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  
i n d ig e n o u s  c u l tu r e  w a s  n o t 
i n f l u e n t i a l  o n  a f u n d a m e n ta l  
m e a s u r e  o f  w e l l -b e in g ,  s u ic id e  
r a te s :

“ W h ile  c u l tu r e  [and  la n g u a g e  
a re )  im p o r ta n t ,  i t  is  th e  in t e g r a ­
t io n  o f  s o c ia l ,  fam ily , e d u c a t io n  
a n d  t r a i n in g ,  j o b  c re a t io n  a n d  
o th e r  e le m e n ts  th a t b r in g  c o h e ­
s io n  to  a c o m m u n ity . I n d ig e n o u s  
y o u th  s u ic id e  m u s t be a d d re s s e d  
a s  a c o m m u n ity  b y  fo rm in g  c o m ­
m u n ity  c o h e s io n .”

S im p ly  a d d in g  y o u r  a n c e s t r a l  
la n g u a g e  a s  a  n e w  s c h o o l  s u b ­
j e c t  i s n ’t v e ry  h e lp fu l  i f  y o u r  
s c h o o l  is  f a l l in g  d o w n , y o u ’re  
n o t e a t in g  w e l l ,  y o u r  p e o p le  a rc  
d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  in c a r c e r a te d , 
o r  y o u  d o n 't  h a v e  a d e q u a te  p o ­
l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n ta t io n .  T o  th in k  
a n y th in g  m u c h  c a i  b e  s o lv e d  
j u s t  b y  p e r f o r m in g  C P R  o n  a 
m in o r i t y  la n g u a g e  is to  ig n o r e  
h ow  c o m p l ic a te d  h u m a n  s o c ie ty  
i s .  a n d  how  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  s i ­
m u lt a n e o u s  n e e d s  w e h a v e .

D e ta i l*  m a l t e r
I f  i t ’s p o s s ib l e  to  in te r v e n e  

b u t  n o t r e a l l y  h e lp , i s  it  a l s o  
p o s s ib l e  to  in te r v e n e  a n d  c a u s e  
h a rm ?  L e t ’s  lo o k  a t  a  c o u p le  o f  
e x a m p le s .

In W a le s ,  l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  th e  W e lsh  la n g u a g e  h a s  b e e n  
m o m e n to u s ,  c o u n te r in g  c e n t u ­
r ie s  o f  d e n ig r a t io n  and  d e c l in e .  
T h c r c  h a v e  b e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t  
b e n e f i t s ,  b u t  c lo s e r  in s p e c t io n  
r e v e a ls  d r a w b a c k s  a s  w e l l .

W elsh  is  c u r r e n t ly  ta u g h t  in 
s c h o o ls  a c r o s s  W a le s , a n d  th a t 's  
g o o d  n e w s  f o r  f a m i l ie s ,  b e  th e y  
W e ls h -  o r  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g .  
S o m e  s c h o o ls  u s e  W e lsh  a b i t .  
s o m e  a lo t .  a n d  an in c r e a s in g  
n u m b e r  u se  o n ly  W elsh .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  2021  c e n s u s , 
o n ly  a r o u n d  2 0 %  o f  W a l e s 's  
p o p u la t i o n  ( 5 3 8 .3 0 0 )  is  f lu e n t  
in  W elsh  a n d  th e  g o v e r n m e n t’s 
p la n  is  to  r e v e r s e  th a t  d e c l in e  
a n d  r e a c h  I m i l l i o n  s p e a k e r s  
b y  2 0 5 0 .

I t ’s a n  a m b i t i o u s  g o a l ,  a n d  
r e q u i r e s  c h i l d r e n  f ro m  n o n -  
W c l s h - s p c a k i n g  f a m i l i e s  to  
a t te n d  W e ls h -m e d iu m  s c h o o ls .  
S o m e t i m e s  p a r e n t s  a c t i v e l y  
c h o o s e  th i s  in d e e d ,  i t ’s  o f te n  
p r iz e d  w h i le  in  o th e r  c a s e s  
i t ’s  th e  o n ly  o p t io n .  E i th e r  w ay , 
t h e r e  a r c  u p s i d e s  a n d  d o w n ­
s id e s .

O n  th e  o n e  h a n d ,  s t u d e n t s  
w h o  l e a v e  s c h o o l  w i th  W e lsh  
p r o f i c ie n c y  g o  o n  to  e a r n  m o re  
o n  a v e r a g e  th a n  t h e i r  m o n o ­
l i n g u a l  p e e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  w i th in  
W a le s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  c u l tu r a l  
e n r ic h m e n t  th a t  c o m e s  w ith  a n y  
a d d i t io n a l  la n g u a g e ,  a n d  so m e  
s t u d i e s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  b i l i n ­
g u a ls  g e n e r a l l y  e n jo y  c o g n i t iv e  
a d v a n ta g e s  in  l i f e ,  th o u g h  th e  
e v id e n c e  i s  m ix e d .

B ut on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th o s e  
w h o  d id n ' t  s p e a k  W elsh  b e fo r e  
e n te r in g  a W elsh -m e d iu m  s c h o o l 
o f te n  s t r u g g le  a n d  th e i r  g r a d e s  
c a n  su f fe r .

O v e r a l l ,  W e l s h - m e d i u m

s c h o o l s  r e p o r t  l o w e r  g r a d e s  
th a n  E n g l i s h - m e d iu m  s c h o o ls  
( p a g e  120  o f  th a t  l in k e d  r e p o r t  
h a s  so m e  s o b e r in g  d e ta i l ) ,  a n d  
th is  d e s p i te  r e c e iv in g  e q u a l o r  
h ig h e r  fu n d in g .

A s  i s  to  b e  e x p e c te d .  W a le s 's  
a m b i t io u s  p la n  to  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  
in c re a s e  th e  u se  o f  W elsh  b r in g s  
w ith  it  m a n y  c h a l le n g e s .

T h e s e  in c lu d c  a s h o r .a g e  o f  
t e a c h e r s  f l u e n t  in  W e ls h , r e ­
p o r te d  te n s io n s  b e tw e e n  W clsh -  
a n d  E n g l i s h - m e d iu m  s tu d e n ts ,  
a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a c c o m m o d a t in g  
c h i ld r e n  w ith  a d d i t io n a l  l e a r n ­
in g  n e e d s .  U n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  
f a c in g  u p  to  t h e s e  a n d  o th e r  
c h a l le n g e s  c o u ld  e n a b le  a  m o re  
a c c o m m o d a t in g  a n d  a m e l i o r a ­
t iv e  a p p ro a c h .

A n o th e r  e x a m p le  i s  i r  C a n a ­
d a , w h e r e  F r e n c h  is  a  m in o r ity  
la n g u a g e  th a t has b e en  d e c lin in g  
fo r  d e c a d e s .  In Q u e b e c ,  F re n c h  
re m a in s  d o m in a n t ,  w ith  ju s t  u n ­
d e r  7 5 %  o f  r e s i d e n ts  h a v in g  it  
a s  th e i r  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e , b u t th e  
p e r c e n ta g e  h a s  f a l l e n  s l i g h t ly  
o v e r  th e  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s  d e s p i te  
m u s c u la r  p o l i c i e s  to  p r o m o te  
i t s  u se .

M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  in  2 0 2 2  th e  
Q u e b e c  L e g i s la t u r e  p a s s e d  B ill  
9 6 . w h ic h  a m o n g  o th e r  c h a n g e s , 
r e q u i r e s  c iv i l  s e r v a n ts  to  e x c lu ­
s iv e ly  u s e  F r e n c h  fo r  o f f i c ia l  
s p e e c h  a n d  w r i t in g ,  w ith  c e r ta in  
e x c e p t io n s .

W h i l e  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
s a id  th a t  th e  b i l l  w il l  no : a f f e c t  
a c c e s s  to  h e a l th  c a r c  a n d  s o c ia l

s e r v i c e s  in  E n g l i s h ,  m e d ic a l  
p r o f e s s io n a ls  a n d  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  
e x p r e s s e d  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  
a b o u t  th e  la w  s p o t e n t i a l  im ­
p a c ts .  T h is  is  an  e x a m p le  o f  th e  
p r io r i t i s a t i o n  o f  la n g u a g e  e v e n  
in  m a tte r s  a s  e s s e n t ia l  a s  h e a l th  
c a r e ,  y e t  i t ' s  u n c le a r  i f  th e  law  
w i l l  a c t u a l l y  im p r o v e  Q u e b e c  
r e s i d e n t s ’ l i v e s ,  o r  e v e n  h e lp  
p r e s e r v e  F r e n c h  in  Q u e b e c .

U n c o m f o r t a b l e  q u e s t io n s
T h e s e  a r c  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  

q u e s t i o n s  to  a s k  g i v e n  th e  
s c a le  o f  m in o r i t y  la n g u a g e  lo s s  
w o r ld w id e ,  a lo n g s id e  a n  a c r id  
l e g a c y  o f  c o lo n ia l i s m  a n d  r e ­
p r e s s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  i t ’s  in  n o  
o n e ’s i n t e r e s t s  to  c a u s e  n e w  
p r o b le m s  w h ile  t r y in g  to  r ig h t 
p a s t  w ro n g s .

S o , n e x t  tim e  y o u  se e  a m e d ia  
r e p o r t  a b o u t  e f f o r t s  to  p r e s e rv e  
a m i n o r i t y  l a n g u a g e ,  t h i n k  
w h e t h e r  t h e y ’ ll  b e  p a r t  o f  a 
b r o a d e r  r a n g e  o f  s u p p o r t .  N e x t , 
c o n s id e r  p o t e n t i a l  u n in te n d e d  
n e g a t iv e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  a n d  how  
th o s e  b a la n c e  a g a in s t  th e  p o s i ­
t iv e  o n e s .

P r o m o t in g  e n d a n g e r e d  l a n ­
g u a g e s  c a n  be  a p o s i t iv e  f o rc e ,  
b u t  w e  s h o u ld n ' t  a s s u m e  th a t ’s 
u n iv e r s a l l y  t r u e .  In  th e  e n d  
a n d  th is  is  e s p e c ia l ly  d i f f ic u l t  
fo r  a l in g u i s t  to  s a y  p e rh a p s  
w c  s h o u ld  f o c u s  l e s s  o n  l a n ­
g u a g e s  in  th e m s e lv e s ,  a n d  p ay  
m o re  a t te n t io n  to  th e  l iv e s  o f  th e  
p e o p le  w h o  s p e a k  th e m .

(T he C onversa tion)

How some rappers embrace Islam's greeting of peace

c o re  o f  th e  g r e e t in g  is  o n e  o f  p e a c e  and  
h a rm o n y  n o t o n ly  b e tw e e n  p e o p le , 
b u t b e tw e e n  a l l  o f  G o d 's  c r e a t io n s .

S h a r e d  i d e n t i t y
B u t e v e n  i f  M u s lim s  c o m e  in p e a c e , 

s o c ic t y  m ay  n o t  s e e  th e m  th a t  w ay  
a n d  th a t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  d is c r im in a t io n  
o f te n  c o m e s  th r o u g h  in  so m e  ly r ic s .  
R a p p e r  F r e n c h  M o n ta n a ,  w h o  im m i­
g r a te d  to  th e  B ro n x  - th e  b i r th p la c e  
o f  h ip - h o p  f ro m  M o ro c c o , r a p s  in  h is  
2 0 1 9  s o n g  “ S a la m  A la y k u m :”

A s - s a la m u  a la y k u m ,
T h a t  p r e s s u r e  d o n 't  b r e a k .
It d o n ’t m a tte r  w h a t y o u  d o . 
th e y  s t i l l  g o n ' h a te  y o u

I t 's  a h a r s h  r e c o g n i t io n  th a t  w h a t ­
e v e r  o n e ’s a c t io n s ,  w h e th e r  v io le n t  o t 
p e a c e f u l ,  th e y  m a y  s t i l l  r e s u l t  in  r a c ­
ism  a r e a l iz a t i o n  h e  s h a re s  w ith  som e  
f e l l o w  M u s lim  r a p p e r s  in  E u r o p e .  A 
c o m e d ic  ta k e  on  th is  is  d o n e  by  Z una  
a n d  N im o  in th e i r  2 0 1 6  so n g  “ H oi* m il 
d e in  C o u s in ,"  w h e r e  a t th e  s t a r t  o f  th e  
so n g . N im o  s t a te s  he  h a s  a s h ip m e n t  o f  
" h a z e  "  m a r i ju a n a , bu t a t th e  e n d  o f  the 
v id e o , it tu r n s  o u t  th e  s h ip m e n t  i s  o f  
" H a s c  "  b u n n ie s .  Y e t . th r o u g h o u t  the  
s o n s  th e  r a p p e rs  s p e a k  a b o u t  v io le n c e  
a n d  d r u g  t r a d e ,  p a in t in g  a  c o n f l i c t i n g  
p ic tu r e  o f  in n o c e n c e  v e r s u s  g u i l t .

F a t im a  E l- T a y e b , a s c h o la r  o f  ra c e

a n d  g e n d e r ,  c a l l s  h ip - h o p  a “ d ia s p o r ic  
l in g u a  f r a n c a ” in  h e r  201 1 b o o k  “ E u ­
r o p e a n  O th e r s , "  h i g h l i g h t in g  h o w  an  
a r t  fo rm  c r e a te d  b y  A fr ic a n  A m e ric a n s , 
a n d  s p e a k in g  to  th e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  h a s  
b e c o m e  o n e  o f  th e  m a in  w a y s  m in o r i ­
t i e s  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld  s p e a k  a b o u t  th e i r  
s t r u g g le s  a n d  s u c c c s s c s .

In  h ip - h o p ,  “ a l - s a la m u  a la y k u m ” is  
n o t  t r e a te d  a s  th o u g h  i t  w e re  p a r t  o f  a 
fo re ig n  c u l tu r e .  T h e s e  r a p p e r s ’ b e a ts  
c r e a t e  a s p a c e  w h e r e  i t ’s O K  to  b e  
M u s lim  a s p a c e  in  w h ic h  I s la m  is  n o t 
m e re ly  t o le r a te d ,  b u t  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  a 
v a lu a b le  p a r t  o f  p o p  c u l tu r c .

(T he C on versa tion )

Ffordd Pen L le c h
Y * ‘ r y d f w y a f
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E v e r  s i n c e  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ’ 'w a r  o n  t e r r o r ” 
b e g a n .  A m e r ic a n  m e d ia  

h a s  b e e n  r i f e  w ith  s t e r e o ty p e s  
o f  M u s lim s  a s  v io le n t ,  fo re ig n  
th r e a ts .  A d v o c a te s  t ry in g  to  p u sh  
b a c k  a g a in s t  th is  c h a r a c t e r i z a ­
t io n  s o m e t im e ;  e m p h a s i z e  th a t  
“ I s la m  m e a n s  i c a c c . "  s in c c  th e  
tw o  w o rd s  a rc  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  
s a m e  A ra b ic  ro o t.

In d e e d , th e  t 'a d i t io n a l  M u slim  
g r e e t in g  “ a l - s a la m u  a la y k u m "  
m e a n s  " p e a c e  b e  u p o n  y o u . ”
S o m e  A m e r ic a n s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  
f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  p h r a s e ,  th a n k s  
to  a n  u n e x p e c te d  s o u r c e :  h ip -  
h o p  c u l tu r c .  w h ic h  o f te n  in c o r ­
p o r a te d  th e  A n b ic  p h r a s e .

T h is  is  b u t  one  e x a m p le  o f  I s ­
la m 's  d e e p  in te r tw in in g  w ith  th e  
t h r e a d s  o f  h ip - h o p  c u l t u r c .  In  
h e r  g r o u n d b re a k in g  b o o k  “ M u s ­
l im  C o o l .” s c h o la r ,  a r t i s t  a n d  a c t iv i s t  
S u a d  A b d u l K h a b c c r  s h o w s  ho w  I s la m , 
s p e c i f ic a l l y  B la c k  I s la m , w a s  a c ru c ia l  
p a r t  o f  h ip - h o p 's  r o o ts  a s s e r t i n g  th e  
f a i t h 's  p la c e  in A m e ric a n  l i f e .  F ro m  
p r a y e r l i k c  ly r ic s  to  t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  
r e f e r e n c e s ,  Is la m  a n d  o th e r  r e l i g io n s  
a rc  w o v e n  in to  h i p - h o p 's  b e a ts .

T h a t ’s th e  fo c u s  o f  a c la s s  w e  te a c h  
a t  B o s to n  U n iv e r s i ty .  O n e  o f  u s  i s  a 
p r o f e s s o r  o f  r e l i g io n ,  h i s to r y  a n d  p o p  
c u l tu r e ,  w h ile  th e  o th e r  is  a g ra d u a te  
s tu d e n t  in  Is la m ic  S tu d ie s .

M o re  t h a n  'h e l l o '
In  M u s l i m  c u l t u r e s ,  " a l - s a l a m u  

a la y k u m "  i s  m o re  th a n  a  w a y  o f  s a y in g  
h e l lo .  I t  p o in ts  to  th e  s p i r i t u a l  p e a c e  
o f  s u b m i t t in g  to  G o d  a n d  n o t o n ly  
in  t h i s  l i f e .  S a y in g  " p c a c c  b e  u p o n  
y o u "  i s  a  p r a y e r  th a t  G o d  w il l  g r a n t  
h e a v e n  to  th e  p e r s o n  w ith  w h o m  y o u  
a rc  s p e a k in g .  M a n y  M u s lim s  b e l ie v e  
th a t  " s a l a m ”  is  a l s o  th e  g r e e t in g  h e a rd  
u p o n  e n te r in g  h e a v e n .

T h e  Q u ra n  in s t r u c ts  M u s l im s  th a t  
" w h e n  y o u  a r t  g r e e te d  w ith  a g r e e t ­
in g , r e s p o n d  w ith  a b e t te r  g r e e t in g  o r  
r e tu r n  i t . ” T h is  m e a n s  th a t  th e  p r o p e r  
r e s p o n s e  to  “ « l - s a la m u  a la y k u m ’’ i s .  
a t a m in im u m , to  r e s p o n d  in k in d :  “ wa 
a la y k u m  a l - s a ! a m .“

T h is  e x c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  a d a p te d  by 
s e v e r a l  r a p  a r t i s t s  in c lu d in g  R ic k

R o s s , w h o  d o e s  n o t i d e n t i f y  a s  M u s ­
l im .  a n d  tu r n s  th e  p h r a s e 's  m e a n in g  
on  i t s  h e a d . R o s s  u s e s  th e  g r e e t in g  in  
th e  h o o k  o f  h i s  so n g  “ B y  A ny  M e a n s ,” 
r e f e r e n c in g  a f a m o u s  s p e e c h  b y  c iv i l  
r ig h ts  le a d e r  M a lc o lm  X . w h o  w a s  a 
m i n i s t e r  o f  th e  N a t io n  o f  I s la m  f o r  
m a n y  y e a r s  u n t i l  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h is  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  In 1 9 6 4 . M a lc o lm  X 
d e c la re d  A f r ic a n  A m e r ic a n s ' r ig h t  " to  
b e  r e s p e c t e d  a s  a h u m a n  b e in g  . .. by  
a n y  m e a n s  n e c e s s a r y ."

H a l f  a c c n tu r y  la te r .  R o ss  r a p p e d .

B y  a n y  m e a n s ,  i f  y o u  lil c  it  o r
no t

M a lc o lm  X . by  a n y  m e a n s
M i n i - 14 s t u f f e d  i n  m y d e n i m

je a n s
A l- s a l a a m  a l a y k u m ,  w a  a a y k u m

a l- s a la a m
W h a te v e r  y o u r  r e l i g io n i s s  th e

r in g  on  th e  D on

R o s s 's  u s e  o f  th e  p h r a s e ,  r ig h t  a f te r  
h e  m e n t io n s  M a lc o lm  X , a p p e a r s  to  
in s in u a te  th a t  i f  o n e  w is h e s  h im  p c a c c , 
h e  w il l  w is h  th e m  th e  s a m e . H o w e v e r ,  
i f  o n e  w ish e s  h im  v io le n c e ,  he  w ill  no t 
h e s i ta te  to  r e s p o n d  in  k in d .

‘ P e a c e  lo  a l l  m y  s h o r t i e s '
O th e r  h ip - h o p  a r t i s t s  h a v e  u s e d  " a l -  

s a la m u  a l a y k u m ”  in  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  
w a y s , in c lu d in g  ly r ic s  th a t  show  b ro a d -

P c a c c  to  a l l  m y  s h o r t i e s  w h o  be  
d y in g  to o  y o u n g

P e a c e  to  b o th  c o a s ts  a n d  th e  la n d  
in  b e tw e e n

P e a c e  to  y o u r  m an  i f  y o u ’re  d o in g  
y o u r  th in g

P e a c e  to  m y  p e o p le s  w h o  is  in c a r ­
c e ra te d

A s a l a a m  a l a i k u m  m e a n s  p c a c c .  
d o n ’t d e b a te  it

e r  f a m i l ia r i t y  w ith  th e  la w s  o f  I s la m . 
F o r  e x a m p le , it is  s o m e tim e s  c o n tra s te d  
w ith  p o rk , w h ic h  is  p r o h ib i te d  in  I s ­
la m . a nd  b y  e x te n s io n ,  th e  p o l ic c  the  
" p ig s . "  in  d e ro g a to r y  s la n g  th o u g h  it 
is  m o te  c o m m o n  fo r  n o n - M u s lim  s in g ­
e r s  to  u se  i t  in  th i s  w a y .

“ T ell th e  p ig s  I s a y  A s a la m u  a l a i ­
k u m ."  L il  W ay n e  s a y s  in  “ T a p o u t . "  
a s o n ;  th a t  h a s  l i t t l e  e l s e  to  d o  w ith  
I s la m  J o y n e r  L u c a s  l i k e w i s e  r a p s ,  
" I  sa y  A s - s a la m u  a la y k u m  w h e n  I 
t e a r  a p a r t  s o m e  b a c o n ,"  in  th e  so n g  
" S t r a n g e r  T h in g s ."  C o m b in a t io n s  o f  
th e  s a c r e d  a n d  th e  p r o fa n e  a r c  p r e s ­
e n t  t h 'o u g h o u t  h ip - h o p ,  n o t  l im i te d  to  
r e f e r e n c e s  to  I s la m .

F in a l ly ,  m a n y  r a p p e r s ,  p a r t i c u la r l y  
th o s e  w ho a re  M u s lim , u s e  th e  g r e e t in g  
in  a m ore  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  m a n n e r .  In 
th e i r  995  so n g  " G la m o u r  a n d  G l i t z .” 
A T r ib e  C a lle d  Q u e s t  ra p s :

H ere  th e y  a f f i r m  a n d  a s s e r t  th a t  th e



T H E  SH ILLO N G  T IM E S, SH IL L O N G . SUNDAY, A U G U S T  2 7 .2 0 2 3 (SE V E N )

DNA double helix Chromosome

M o re  th a n  2 0  y e a r s  a g o . th e  h u m a n  g e n o m e  
w a s  f ir s t s c q u c n c e d .  W h ile  th e  f i r s t  v e r ­
s io n  w a s  f u l l  o f  " h o le s "  r e p r e s e n t in g  

m is s in g  D N A  s e q u e n c e s ,  th e  g e n o m e  h a s  b e e n  
g r a d u a l ly  im p ro v e d  in  s u c c e s s iv e  ro u n d s . E a c h  
h a s  in c re a s e d  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  g e n o m e  a n d .  in  
s o  d o in g ,  r e s o lv e d  m o s t o f  th e  b la n k  s p a c e s  th a t 
p r e v e n te d  u s  from  h a v in g  a c o m p le t e  r e a d in g  o f  
o u r  g e n e t ic  m a te r ia l .

T h e  fu n d a m e n ta l d i f f ic u l ty  r e s e a r c h e r s  f a c e d  in  
r e a d in g  th e  g e n o m e  f ro m  e n d  to  e n d  is  th e  e n o r ­
m o u s  n u m b e r  o f  r e p e a te d  s e q u e n c e s  th a t p o p u la te  
it . T h e  2 0 ,0 0 0  o r so  g e n e s  w e  h u m a n s  h av e  o c c u p y  
b a re ly  2 %  o f  the  e n t i r e  g e n o m e . T h e  r e m a in in g  
9 8 %  is  e s s e n t ia l l y  m a d e  up  o f  th e s e  f a m i l ie s  o f  
r e p e a te d  s e q u e n c e s , m o b ile  e le m e n ts  k n o w n  as 
t r a n s p o s o n s  a r d  r e t r o t r a n s p o s o n s ,  a n d  to  a 
le s s e r  b u t fu n c t io n a l ly  im p o r ta n t  e x te n t  g e n e  
e x p re s s io n  r e g u la to r y  s e q u e n c e s .  T h e s e  f u n c t io n  
a s  s w itc h e s  th a t d e te r m in e  w h e n  a n d  w h e r e  g e n e s  
a re  t u r n e d  o n  and  o f f .

In  M a rc h  2 0 2 2 . a m a jo r  r e v is io n  o f  th e  g e ­
n o m e  w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  jo u r n a l  S c ie n c e .  A n 
in te r n a t io n a l  c o n s o r t iu m  o f  r e s e a r c h e r s  k n o w n  as  
“ T 2 T “ ( te lo m e r e  to  te lo m e r e ,  w h ic h  a re  th e  e n d s

DNA double helix

o f  c h ro m o s o m e s )  u s e d  a n o v e l s t r a te g y  b a s e d  a 
ty p e  o f  c e l l  ( C H M I 3 )  th a t  r e ta in s  o n  y o n e  c o p y  
o f  e a c h  c h ro m o s o m e .

C o m b in e d  w ith  th e  la te s t  t e c h n iq u e s  f o r  s e ­
q u e n c in g  D N A , th e  r e s e a r c h e r s  m a n a g e d  to  a d d  
so m e  2 0 0  m il l io n  l e t te r s  to  th e  h u m in  g e n o m e , 
r e s o lv in g  m o s t  o f  th e  h o le s  in  c h ro m o s o m e s  I 
to  22 .

T h e  o n ly  o n e  le f t  o u t  w a s  th e  s m a lle s t  o f  a ll  
th e  c h ro m o s o m e s  w c  h u m a n s  h a v e :  Y I t 's  a n  e x ­
c lu s iv e ly  m a le  c h ro m o s o m e  th a t is  a lso  th e  m o s t 
c o m p le x ,  w ith  r e p e a te d  s e q u e n c e s  o f  a l l  k in d s .

T h e  Y c h r o m o s o m e ,  f i n a l ly  c o m p le t e
E a c h  o f  u s h a s  4 6  c h ro m o s o m e s  in o u r  c e l l s ,  

a r r a n g e d  in  p a i r s .  T h e r e  a re  a c tu a l ly  23  p a i r s  o f  
c h r o m o s o m e s ,  22  p a i r s  o f  a u to s o m a l  c h r o m o ­
so m e s  ( I to  2 2 )  a n d  o n e  p a i r  o f  s e x  c h ro m o s o m e s  
( w h ic h  c a n  b e  X o r  Y ).

F ro m  e a c h  p a i r  o f  c h ro m o s o m e s  w e  in h e r i t  o n e  
f ro m  o u r  f a th e r  a n d  o n e  f ro m  o u r  m o th e r . M o st 
f e m a le s  h a v e  th e  4 6 X X  c h ro m o s o m e  c o n f ig u r a ­
t io n  th e  la s t  p a ir  o f  c h ro m o s o m e s .  23 . is  m a d e  
u p  o f  tw o  c o p ie s  o f  th e  X c h ro m o s o m e .  M o st 
m a le s  h a v e  th e  4 6 X Y  c h ro m o s o m e  c o n f ig u r a t io n .

m e a n in g  th a t  th e  s e x  c h ro m o s o m e  p a i r  c o n s is t s  
o f  an  X a n d  a Y c h ro m o s o m e .

T h e  Y c h ro m o s o m e ,  p r e s e n t  o n ly  in  m a le s ,  
c o n ta in s  th e  g e n e s  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t o f  th e  m a le  s e x  o r g a n s ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  

m a s te r  g e n e  SR Y . w h ic h  t r i g g e r s  a c a s c a d e  o f  
e v e n ts  th a t  e v e n tu a l ly  c o n v e r ts  an  i n i t ia l  u n d i f ­
f e r e n t ia te d  g o n a d  in to  th e  t e s te s ,  w h e r e  sp e rm  
a rc  p r o d u c e d .  In  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  SR Y  g e n e  
( a s  in  4 6 X X  f e m a le s ) ,  t h i s  p r im o r d ia l  g o n a d  
e v e n tu a l ly  d e v e lo p s  in to  th e  o v a r ie s ,  w h e r e  e g g s  
a rc  p r o d u c e d .

T h e  T 2 T  c o n s o r t iu m  s o lv e d  th e  te c h n ic a l  p r o b ­
le m s  th a t p r e v e n te d  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  Y c h r o ­
m o s o m e  s e q u e n c e ,  a n d  in  s o  d o in g ,  d is c o v e r e d  
4 0  p r e v io u s ly  u n k n o w n  p r o t e i n - c o d in g  g e n e s .  
A s d e ta i l e d  in an  a r t i c l e  in  th e  j o u r n a l  N a tu re ,  
th i s  a d d s  30  m il l io n  m o re  l e t t e r s  to  th e  le n g th  o f  
th e  to t a l  h u m a n  g e n o m e , w h ic h  w o u ld  n o w  h a v e  
3 .2 3  b i l l i o n  l e t t e r s .  T h e  n e w  r e f e r e n c e  g e n o m e , 
c a l le d  T 2 T -C H M I3 + Y . h a s  b e en  m a d e  a v a i la b le  
to  th e  e n t i r e  r e s e a r c h  c o m m u n ity  b y  th e  a u th o r s  
o f  th e  s tu d y .

A lo n g s id e  th e  c o m p le te  s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  Y c h ro ­
m o so m e . N a tu re  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a s e c o n d  s tu d y  on  
th e  s e q u e n c e s  o f  4 3  Y c h ro m o s o m e s  d e r iv e d  from  
h u m a n s  w h o  l iv e d  o v e r  th e  la s t  1 8 3 ,0 0 0  y e a r s .  
T h e i r  a n a ly s i s  r e v e a ls  g r e a t  d iv e r s i t y  in  b o th  th e  
s iz e  a n d  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th i s  Y c h ro m o s o m e  o v e r  
th e  c o u r s e  o f  e v o lu t io n .  T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e

d e t e c t e d ,  a m o n g  o th e r  t h in g s ,  l a r g e  s e q u e n c e  
in v e r s io n s  D N A  f ra g m e n ts  th a t  a rc  f l ip p e d  a n d  
in s e r te d  u p s id e  d o w n .

T h a t  we k n o w  m o re  a b o u t  th e  Y c h ro m o s o m e  is  
g r e a t  n e w s . J u s t  a b o u t  a y e a r  a g o  w e  sa w  a n o th e r  
s c ie n t i f i c  b r e a k th r o u g h  c o r r e l a t i n g  th e  c o m m o n  
lo s s  o f  th e  Y c h ro m o s o m e  in  m a n y  c e l l s  w ith  
a s h o r te r  l i f e  e x p e c ta n c y  fo r  m en  c o m p a r e d  to  
w o m e n . A n d  it  is  c l e a r  th a t  m u c h  m o re  v a lu a b le  
i n f o r m a tio n  i s  h id d e n  in  th e  g e n e s .

T h e  p a n g c n o m c  i n i t i a t i v e
T h e s e  tw o  n e w  s tu d i e s  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  in c re a s e  

o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  h u m a n  D N A . r e s o lv in g  w h a t w c 
h a v e  y c l to  d is c o v e r  a b o u t  th e  s m a l le s t  b u t  m o s t  
c o m p le x  c h ro m o s o m e  in  o u r  g e n o m e . T h e y  c o m e  
on  th e  h e e ls  o f  th e  p a n g e n o m e  in i t i a t i v e ,  w h ic h  
a im s  to  c a p tu r e  th e  g e n e t ic  v a r ia b i l i ty  th a t e x is ts  
a m o n g  h u m an  b e in g s .  W h ile  w e  a l l  s h a re  a  la rg e  
p a r t  o f  o u r  g e n o m e , w e  d i f f e r  b y  a p p ro x im a te ly  
0 .1 % . T h is  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  m o re  
th a n  3 n i l l i o n  p a ir s  o f  l e t te r s  b e tw e e n  a n y  tw o  
in d iv id u a ls .

W ith  th e  p a n g e n o m e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  w c  w i l l  no  
l o n g e r  h a v e  a s in g l e  r e f e r e n c e  g e n o m e , b u t  h u n ­
d re d s  tha t w ill  m o re  r e l i a b ly  i l l u s t r a te  o u r  g e n e t ic  
s im i la r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s .  A m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , 
th is  s h o u ld  h e lp  u s  m o re  e a s i l y  d e te c t  g e n e  m u ta ­
t io n s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  th o u s a n d s  o f  c o n g e n i ta l  
d i s e a s e s .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

FOUND: The last remnants of the human 
genome missing in the Y chromosome
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‘Birthday Foroco*f

Sunopposio Satumoo your solar return chart and it ■* gc-.ng to be afavourable 
year for you. You wilt x  able to perceive the (rend* of the time and wil be in 
the pregressive mood Your outlook toward* life wilt be pout ft .  Your leader- 
tNp guait«* wil help you a lot. You mb be travelling a lot and meeting many 
persons. This Mil give you let of practical experience in life. You mil be able 
lo handle the tluatcn far more belter Han you were doing in the past. Your 
charismatic personally MH be on *t peak and you wil progress fast in your 
life. Your senior wtfl support you fufiy The senior famiy member* wil lovingly 
bless yoa Your life ptrtner wil be a major source of strength for you.

Th is  week for you’
Aries : (March 21 - April 20)lt Is going to be an amazing week for you 

There will be good earning m basinets You will Uke up new 
projects and Mil get it done Mil ease. You wil have fte cooper a- 

f j  lion ficm your attocialet and colleagues You Mil also do tome
new »ork as per planning. You wil receive recognition for your 
efforts. You wtu be very much satisfied with your efforts. Your 
finaneuipotition Mil keepgetllng better. Your investments MB 
atso t ring rich dividends for you. The money that was stuck up 
scnttfthcre will get return to you.

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21 )YouMfl hare monetary ga*t US wee*
Your jutiness wil run very well You wil also perform well in 

.  your ob and profession You will be satisfied w«h the efforts 
C that you have put in your work. With your strong wi!power 

you viil start moving towards success. The tme is extremety 
favorable for you. And wil complete your work peaceUty You 

* will siare a wonderful bonding wth your spouse/life partner.
Thott who are in a relationship for a long tme now wia pun to 
get married Some guest* may arrive at your heme and you Mil 
be buy welcoming them.

Gemini : (May 22 - June 21)What other* thnk about you is not your 
probkm Perhaps it is moreirrportanl howyougoabout your job 
and get it competed. Your superior* and colleague* are ready

-  > lo het> you and they mh give you full cooperation, You mb alto 
V  V  tate l*ie thng* easy and refuse to get tensed, Enemiet and op- 
. 1 1 .  poneiltwi'i beadle. You wil reman commlted to your cause 

/ H I F v  With Ittic bit of good luck on your sido you Miiget success You 
will hive no shortage of money And your financial position i* 
going to be strong and (table You wan enjoy good relationship 
with jour (snfy member* and there wil be lot of warmth and 
bondng in family let..

Cancer : (June 22 • July 22)1 i* gong to be a wonderful week. These 
are the days of doing somethng good. Your speoal talent* MB 
get recogn ised and your work wil be appreciated Whatever you 
will d> will be done with fol loyalty and dedicator., you wil be 
able to impress your supenor* and Hey wui be wiling to heto 
you 4 every stage. Your atttude toward* your colleagues wilt 
be flexible and there wil be lot of *ve and take You wll move 
forward in the right direction because of your maturity and right 
think'ng. You wll contnue to do britlanl work and wia ihrie 
You wll enjoy your love l/e. Love a*iars will be tuccettfsi 
Newtjwed couple* can go on a tour. They wll take *ome tme 
to unfertiand each other. Your entire atlertion w* be on you 
famiy and house You Mil be wlfcng to take the chalenget and 
st It ftel related

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)Some person may be cause of *eme tension* 
for you You Mil get upset for no reason but it s beWryou don't 
wasteyourtknelnuseiestargumenti Youneedtoccncentrateon 

^  your jjbarid get «cc»Tif*ted on tme Yourer«mie*andopponent* 
Mil git defeated You Ml also keep away from controversy. You 
Mil enjoy your mant* life. Your life partner wil be your bggest 
strength and Mil cont.iue to intpire you. Even your friend* and

*  *  famiy members wli help you when you need them most Your 
interest insprituality Mil be awakened. You Mil learn something 
new. 'here Mil be enthusiasm and exotement to do something 
new rou wll atso plan to go on a vacation m*i your Urniy Your 
he>m wil rtnun period and you wil have no worries.

VI rgo: (August 24 • Sop tembe r 22)You Mllbegettnga goodnew*from 
tcme«here which Ml set the tone for the good r>ngt to come 
ahex thsweek. You wll be relaxed and happy. You wll reman 

r t /  napestuveframeoimlndandyourworkwllgctttmewimeasc.
You ml perform you duties to perfection and wll balance out 

7 the IN ngt perfect/. You Mil have money and luxury in your life.
You >111 have no shortage of funds You wil atso have fanning

to go with your famiy to do shop png and lave lot of fun and 
entertainment Everybody wil praise you in your job and work 
field You m i makefUi use of your skill and Went and «icrease 
you profit. You Miimake some import anlplar*regardr>gfutu:e. 
The ttudent* win do well in exam* and in interview.

Libra : (September 23 • October 23) It i* going to be a favourable 
week tor yoa Your inage wll improve. You MB be successful 
in competitive exams, test* and intemew. Tou will also so*e 
you finance and business related matters, help Mil be comng 
from an quarters to you. You wil have mmtiiy pleasing days. 
You wll reman relax and In a postivo frame of mnd Your heasti 
wil be excelled. You Mil share wonderfd bondng with your life 
partmr. You wli atso get the blessing* of yeur cider* You Mil 
keep your relative* happy: You MB also participate «  various 
cultural and social actfclttw.

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22)Thewee«i* favourable for 
positive result* in fond related matter*. Yourwork plan* Ml be 
succcssM Your focus towards work Mil increase and support 

„ 0 wll be gained. Peace wil be there in the fmntf and there Mil 
also be compete Moment of new works. New contacts wll be 
made.JupiterMBbrngtoterfgoodluckforyeu-ArdyouMngel 

y l  happness from your family member*. You wil be hippy andyou
wli gc< an opportunity to meet your friend* You land related 
dsputes wil be reserved. You Mil have wonCbrful relations MPi 
you t/e partner. Love beds ml have a great nee* Noone wll be 
able to defeat you in your business There Ml be an atnotphtre 
of happiness at home and at P* workplace itao

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21) rcu wil enjoy your 
tine fuly. You wil do well in your job and tusness You Ml 
explore new contracts Those who are tmjle wil plan to get 
married. Students Mil perform well in exan* and interview. 
Those of you who have applied for job Mil alto get tucce**. 
You wtu he a We to a com plot iuu> at your aorkpUoi. 
Th is wil brng you lot of name and fame. Yoa wll also win the 
confidence and support of you bosses and colleagues. Those 
who are piannng to go abroad for job butinets or ftgher * hides 
wil get success. Those who are in a relation*, hp fora long time 
nowwil plan to get married. Your investments MB gve you good 
result You wil also spare tme for you fam ly. though you Mil 
be busy In official matters

Capricorn : (December 22 • January 20) You wli remain involved 
in your work. Your effort* wit alto bnng tucccts You win be 
performing very well m you work and business. Your name, fame 
and prestige wil rite further. You MU mike tot of new friend* 

j f -  and you corrtact wit prove to be fiutful. You wil also travel a
lot and MM exchange your view* with other* 11* going to be a 
good teaming experience for you. You MB he Ip children in their

* '  activities You MBer*oy dating, entertalnmerland Itsure Love 
matet wil have a great lime. You Mil achieve your objectivet in 
you job T hotc who are In pofetct and medaMii get lot d name 
and fame You wil be busy in teaming new ibiit and enhance 
you knoMedge.

Aquarius : (January 21 • February 18)You attenton Mil get your 
work done wlh ease. You Ml also not neglect your tarwiy life 
Your tourcet of income MU remain stable ard you wil have no 
shortageofmoney.Youwilgiveimportancetorelationshlpta'd 
wllfeelthatitisrighttmenowloUkesomeinportinidecsiont. 

J K .  EvenfioughyoumaybepuludtrsomettretifUtiluationttime 
" and again but you noed not watte your enerjy, You wll have to

remain calm in order to overcome problems ard deii Mth the 
Kuaton eflectvely. You Mil feel belter and relaxed There Mil 
be an increase in your working capacity. Yoe may tfto receive 
money from somewhere.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20)lt is going to be a iantastc week
You will be involved in your work You Mil explore addlional 
toucecs ol income You wil also rut you tusmett efficiency. 
You Mil a>to get work contracts from abroai You friends and 
famty members Mil help you when you reque them most Your 
partntrwilremainapilarcfstrengthtorycuandMUgudeycu 
If you are looking for job you w\l get success Mcney and wea:th 
wilkeepcoming.YourhMlhwilremainsUbieandyouMnhavc 
no wemet. You wll took after you lankty weBandwil discharge 
you dube* to peneceon you wii atso get tn» net sings ot your 
eiders You Mil also make new contacts n poitics andbusmett. 
You may also plan to renovate your house. Yeu wil also arrange 
fund* for new business.

A treasure trove of art works & poems

A v h a n c c  d is c o v e r y  a t  th e  fam o u »  R a b in d ra  
B h a r a t i  M u s e u m  h o u s e d  in  J o r a s a n k o  
T h a k u r b a r i  in  K o lk a ta  th e  a n c e s t r a l  

h o m e  o f  G u ru d e v  R a b in d r a n a th  T a g o re  —  w h ic h  
ca m e  in to  b e in g  in  19 6 2 , h a s  le d  to  a t r e a s u r e  t ro v e  
o f  m a n y  u n p u b l i s h e d  w o rk s  o f  A b a n i n d r a n a th  
T a g o re . Me a lo n g  w ith  G a g a n c n d r a n a th  w e re  th e  
w e l l-k n o w n  a r t i s t  n e p h ­
e w s  o f  G u ru d e v  T a g o re  
a n d  w a s  th e  p r i n c i p a l  
a r t i s t  a n d  c r e a to r  o f  th e  
In d ia n  S o c ic ty  o f  O r i e n ­
ta l A rt . H is  b o o k s , B u ro  
A n g lo ,  K h i r e r  P u ti i l  a n d  
N u l a k  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  
l a n d m a r k s  in  B a n g  la  
la n g u a g e  c h i ld r e n 's  l i t ­
e ra tu r e .

B o rn  in  18 7 1, h e  is  
c r e d i t e d  a s  b e in g  th e  
fo u n d e r  o f  B e n g a l s c h o o l 
o f  a r t  w h ic h  r e s u l te d  in  
m o d e rn  In d ia n  p a in t in g  
an d  th e  f i r s t  m a jo r  e x p o ­
n e n t o f  S w a d e s h i  v a lu e s  
in  In d ia n  a r t .

A m o n g  th e  d is c o v e re d  
w o rk s  a re  a sm a ll  b la c k  
n o te b o o k  w h ic h  h a s  p o ­
e try  w ri tte n  in  it th a t h a s  
n e v e r  b e e n  h e a r d  o f  b e ­
fo re ,  P e r s i a n - s t y l c  c a l ­
l i g r a p h y  a n d  p a in t in g s
th a t  h a v e  n o t b e e n  d i s p l a y e d  in  p u b lic  e a r l ie r .  
T h e  m u se u m  s t a f f  is  a r r a n g in g  to  p u b l i s h  th e s e  
w o rk s  e a r ly  n e x t  y e a r .

T h e  n o te b o o k  h a s  m o re  th a n  3 0  p o e m s , w r i t ­

te n  b y  h a n d  in  I 8 8 6  a n d  th e s e  a rc  b e in g  s tu d i e d  
b y  e x p e r t s  f o r  m o re  d e t a i l s .  D r. B a is a k h i  M it ra ,  
th e  M u s e u m 's  c u r a to r  t a lk in g  to  In d ia n  H x p rc s s ,  
d e s c r ib e d  it a s  a t r u e  d is c o v e r y  a n d  s a id  th a t  it 
p u s h e s  b a ck  th e  t im e l i n e  o f  T a g o r e 's  e a r l i e s t  
w o rk s  by s e v e n  y e a r s .  I n t e r e s t in g ly ,  o n e  o f  th e  
v e r s e s  ta lk s  a b o u t  th e  p o e t ’s  lo v e  a n d  r c v c re n c c  

fo r  In d ia  w h o m  h e  tr e a ts  
l i k e  h i s  m o t h e r .  T h i s  
s e n t im e n t  is  r e f le c te d  in  
h is  w e l l - k n o w n  p a i n t ­
in g s  o f  th e  B h a ra t M ata  
s c r i e s ,  m a d e  in  1 9 0 5  
w h e n  h e  w a s  3 4 .

T w o o th e r  m a n u s c r ip ts  
f o u n d  in c lu d e  th e  A g n i  
b 'p a s a k  a n d  th e  R a g a -  
ra g in i .  T h e  f o rm e r  h a s  a 
t r a n s la te d  p o e m  a n d  s ix  
u n p u b l i s h e d  p a i n t i n g s  
w h ic h  a r c  d a t e d  I 8 8 8  
th e re b y  m a k in g  th e m  th e  
a r t i s t ' s  e a r l i e s t - k n o w n  
w o rk s .  T h is  m a n u s c r ip t  
h a s  1 2 0  p a g e s  a n d  i n ­
te r e s t in g l y  a l s o  h a s  th e  
p o e t ’s  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  
T h o m a s  M o o r e ’s p o e m  
T r a n s la t io n  o f  F ir e  W o r­
s h ip p e r s .  T h e  la t t e r  i n ­
c lu d e s  p a p e r s  th a t  h a v e  
r a g a s  p e n n e d  in  B a n g la  
in  P c r s i a n - s t y l e  c a l l i g ­

ra p h y .
A ll  th e se  m a te r i a l s  c a m e  in to  th e  p o s s e s s io n  

o f  th e  M useum  in th e  1 9 6 0 s  w h e n  th e  p o e t ’s so n , 
A lo k c n d ra n a th  T a g o r e  d o n a te d  th e m . ( I A S S )
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“You cannot escape the responsibility 
o f  tomorrow by evading it today. ”

— A b r a h a m  L in co ln
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S tric t Penalty fo r D angerous Driving
THAT the Shillong roads arc choc-a-bloc at any 
lim e o f  the day or night except past midnight is 
a fait accompli that citizcns have learnt to live  
with. But speeding in the narrow roads o f  the city 
cspccially around areas where schools and colleges 
are all concentrated is to look danger in the facc. 
The accident near Don B osco Technical School 
where a speeding two-wheeler hit a school boy is 
an exam ple o f dangerous driving. Besides there 
arc several hit and run cases too. Two wheelers 
in Shillong city don't follow  lane driving. They 
criss-cross trying to make their w ay through nar­
row spaces between two vehicles. They often comc 
without warning from side roads and put other driv­
ers al risk. Wilh the number o f  two-whcclers at an 
all- time high in Shillong many more accidents at 
vulnerable areas such as Don B osco and Dhankhcti 
where crossing the road arc expected. These placcs 
are a nightmare.

Even late at night, speeding vehicles can cause 
danger to other drivers and pedestrians. Often 
the drivers are drunk and swerve any way they 
want. Sincc traffic policing ends by a ccrtain hour, 
drunken drivers get away with rash driving and 
endanger other peoples’ lives every single day. In 
other cities, people who have taken a few drinks 
at a party can call an Ubcr/Ola and get dropped 
home. Such facilities arc not available in Shillong 
hence drunken driving is a common phenomenon. 
But that aside, it is two-wheeler drivers who are 
causing the largest number o f  accidents today.

The idiom, "Speed thrills but kills" is appropri­
ate for what's happening in Shillong today. With 
everyone in a rush and jostling for space in the 
narrow Shillong roads, arc w e looking at many 
more accidems since very few drivers are booked 
for speeding. There Meghalaya Traffic Police have 
a long list o f  Jo’s and don’ts for drivers and there 
are fines for first offence and repeated oftcnces. 
For instance, the fine for over-speeding is Rs 250  
and for subsequent oftenccs Rs 1000; for driving 
without liccnsc for minors is Rs 1000 for first and 
subsequent offence and dangerous driving is  also
R s 1000  o n  b o th  c o u n ts .  T h e  p ro b le m  is  th a t th e n ; 

is no satellite monitoring for speeding where a 
driver can be penalised. As o f  today it's only when 
a traffic police personnel catchcs someone speeding 
at a point on die road where the traffic policeman/ 
woman is on duty that som e action can be taken. 
But the fine being minimal, a repeat o f  the crimc 
is  inevitable. In Shillong today there are several 
m inors that arc behind the w heels and parents 
seem  to encourage that. It angers people who sec 
this licentiousness on the road but i f  a traffic policc 
personnel ignores that lawless behaviour there is 
little that citizens can do. It is time to com e up with 
more stringent laws against dangerous driving.

When borders are just 
imaginary lines

Initially, wc thought that 
this would be an article best 
suited to  publish on World 
Mental Health Day which is 
observed across the globe. 
The write-up is a classic ease 
o f  the plight o f  mentally ill 
pa tien ts across the world. 
But on second thoughts wc 
asked ourselves how long can 
a person wait for freedom? 
How long can site wait for 
an opportunity to reunite with 
her near and dear ones? She 
is entitled to her rights, but 
when and how can she enjoy 
her basic human rights? Or 
docs she lose all her rights 
ju st because she is on the 
wrong side o f  the divide?

R ights o f  People 
w ith M ental Illness

O n the wall at tlx; entrance 
to  M eghalaya Institu te  o f  
Mental Health and Neurolog­
ical Science (M IM HA N S). 
thcrc is a big board with the 
R ights o f  the M entally III 
Persons engraved on it. The 
rights arc as follows: I. The 
fundamental rights as their 
fellow  c itizens, inc luding 
the right to a decent life, as 
nonnal and full as possible.
2. Legal Safeguards against 
abuse. 3. Right to appeal.
4. Right to  ncccssary treat­
ment in the least restrictive 
setup and as far as possible 
to be treated and eared for 
in the community. 5. Right 
to  r eh a b ilita tio n , r ig h t to 
personal autonomy, privacy, 
freedom o f  communication.
6 . R igh t to  e d u ca tio n . 7. 
Right to training. X. Right to 
economic and social security. 
9. Right lo  family and com ­
munity life. 10. Right to em ­
ployment. 11. Right to pro­
tection against exploitation 
and discriminatory, abusive, 
o r degrading treatment. 12. 
Right for assistance, includ­
ing legal, for protecting their 
rights. The question for the 
general public is, arc wc even 
aw are  o f  these  r igh ts that 
people with mental illness 
arc entitled to?

Freedom  from  w hat?
O n the cvc o f  India's 78th 

Independence  D ay. w hen 
people acro ss  the country 
celebrated the day. there were 
citizens o f  this great nation 
who were suffering at mental 
institutions o r were shifted 
to  H alfw ay H om es. Som e 
proud c itizens took sclfics 
with the Tri-colour and the 
chakra, yet sonic w ent on 
to do some good work and 
o thers a ttended the parade 
to com m em orate the occa­
sion while others spent time 
working w ith this vulnerable 
section o f  the population.

By H I I  M ohrmen & Siw anka S h y  I la

S oc ie ty  for U rban  and 
Rural Empowerment (SURE) 
supported by the Office o f  the 
D irector o f  Social W elfare 
D epartm ent is em bark ing  
on a new vesture to run a 
Halfway Hon e for mentally 
ill persons who have been 
treated at different institu­
tions and were found to be fit 
for rehabilitation in society. 
T hese  pa tien ts w ho have 
languished in tic  MIMHANS 
are now transferred to The 
H alfw ay  H om e a t S abah  
M uswang, Jotvai. They arc 
now  u n d e r the S o c ie ty ’s 
(SURE) care and the setting 
o f  the placc where inmates 
a rc  sheltered  has changcd 
from a mental institution to 
a homely environment. Even 
i f  the transfer had happened 
in the last few days, one can 
sec the transformation that 
happened in trie lives o f  the 
mentally ill.

Docs Independence 
m ean freedom ?

Perhaps for many o f  the 
inm ates, the  last Indepen­
dence Day was the first mean­
ingful Independence Day that 
they had ever taken part in. 
They had the opportunity to 
be  part o f  the flag hoisting 
cerem ony at h e  Home and 
some were seen to  even softly 
sing the national anthem. But 
the big question that remains 
is - What docs Independence 
Day mean for them? Since in 
most cases they were brought 
by the policc to the Institu­
tion, som e o f them do not 
even have an identity. They 
d o n ’t know  who they are  
w hen  the p c licc  b rough t 
them  to the nstitution. In 
many eases their identity was 
creatcd by an official at the 
Institution just for the sake 
o f  creating a ease summary 
for them. Few have a  good 
memory o f  their loved ones 
and their homes; some do not 
have any inkling at all where 
they came from. Yet most o f  
them long to uo back to their 
hom es and unite w ith their 
loved ones once again, but 
most o f  them con't remember 
where their homes arc.

Now' that they arc no lon­
ger in the Mental Institution, 
w c can  say  tha t they  a rc  
partially free, but they will ul­
timately attair freedom only 
w hen  they are oncc  again  
united with th :ir loved ones. 
Sadly for most o f  them, this 
is going to be an impossible 
goal to achicvc.

t he case c f a patient 
stray ing  across the b o n ie r

T hcrc  a rc  m any e a se s  
o f  people w ith o r w ithout 
mental illness w ho happened 
to accidentally or purposely 
stray across the border from 
the ne ighbouring  country. 
M any o f  them  languish in 
ja ils in different parts o f  the 
s ta te , but a  particular case 
w orth  m en tion ing  is  tha t 
o f  Salini (name changcd to 
p rotcct the iden tity  o f  the 
ind iv idual) . A ccord ing  to 
h e r sum m ary  rep o rt from  
MIMHANS Hospital, it men­
tioned that the policc found 
her loitering somewhere on 
the Shillong-Dawki road on 
January  29. 2016. and  the 
policc  report said that the 
patient seemed to be m en­
tally ill and was referred to 
MIMHANS. Her ease sum ­
mary from M IMHANS also 
said on further examination 
it w as found that she was not 
a  citizen o f  this country and 
had perhaps strayed across 
the border. She has not only 
told them her name but was 
able to provide them with her 
full address in her country o f  
origin and even provided the 
s ta ff  with her husband's and 
her father's name.

'Hie patient w as shifted 
to  SU R E  H alfw ay H ome 
R ehab ilita tion  o f  Persons 
living with mental illness at 
Sahbah Muswang Jowai from 
M IMHANS Shillong on Au­
gust 11.2023 and on the very 
next day, the NGO w as able 
to request a friend who could 
com m unicate in  the neigh­
bouring country’s language 
to  talk w ith the  patient. In 
the conversation the patient 
shared the sam e address o f  
her place o f  residence which 
she  had m entioned e arlie r 
when she was at MIMHANS 
w hich only proves the con­
sistency  o f  her statem ent. 
She had a lso  shared  w ith 
the staff nurse o f  the home, 
her younger brother's name 
and his mobile number. On 
receiving the number with the 
help o f  people who can speak 
the country's language, they 
callcd the number and talked 
to the person who also con­
firmed that he was hcrbrother 
and said that he did not know 
w here she is a t present.

It was observed that now 
the patient is mentally stable 
but bccomcs unruly only be­
cause she desperately wants 
to  go  hom e. She  sa id  she 
wants to sec her children. At 
one point she even mentioned 
the name o f  the border town 
on the Indian side o f  the bor­

der. Hie patient's condition 
w as stab le  but sadly, a fte r  
three days o f  her stay, the in­
mate became homesick due to 
w hich she is not interested in 
any activities. She is adamant 
about trying to escape and her 
non-coopera tive  behaviour 
creates disturbances for other 
p a tien ts at the Home. The 
s taff w ere not able to control 
her as she refused to eat the 
whole day, and the O rganisa­
tion had no other option but to 
re-transfer her on August 17 
to M IM HANS. The patient 
docs not belong to  the Insti­
tution as she is a  fit ease for 
rehabilitation, but sadly there 
is nothing one can do as she 
is not a citizcn o f  this country 
and due proccss has to be fol­
low ed to deport her.
T h e  System  has fa iled  h e r

It has been m ore  than 
one  year since th is ease  was
taken up by the Government 
o f  M eghalaya  H om e (P o ­
litical) D epartm ent w ith the 
M inistry  o f  External A ffairs 
for deporting the patient to 
h e r country  o f  o rig in , but 
sadly nothing has moved and 
the inmate has to  languish in 
the Institution for no fault 
o f  her. H er only fault is that 
she was perhaps m entally ill 
w hen she crossed  the  border 
and now she has to  suffer for 
that. W hat is a border to  a 
m entally ill person anyway? 
D ocs the bo rder have any 
m eaning to them? W hen she 
c ro sse d  the bo rder w hich  
is as porous as everybody 
know s, d id  she rea lise  that 
she  w as in a n o th e r  c o u n ­
try ?  D o these  im a g in a ry  
lines that wc draw  have any 
meaning to them? Now this 
same system  is  preventing 
her from going back home 
and  m eeting her family.

T h e  c o un try  has fa iled  
h e r, a nd  the  sy s te m  a nd  
even hum anity have failed 
her too. W hen w e tried to 
persuade her to get in the car 
to  take her to  M IMHANS. 
wc were able to convince her 
to  travel only by telling her 
that wc w ere taking her back 
to  her home. A fter wc had 
dropped her at MIM HANS 
w hen w c reached the home 
and told the sta ff  about her 
reaction when she realized 
that she had again returned 
to  the mental institute, one 
o f  the sta ff  nurses asked if 
she would ever trust human­
ity again.

(N iw a n ka  S liy lla  has a  
M aster's degree in  M edical 
<€ P sychiatric So c ia l Work 
a nd  she  is the  Project Coor­
d ina to r o f  H alfw ay Hom e. 
Sabah M uswang, WJH).

Stop the 
irrational 
bashing of 

MCTA
Editor.
It would be b :st i f  people 

start looking at tilings objec­
tively, but most importantly 
to  look at things m orally 
and  uphold ing  p rincip les 
before carelessly expressing 
themselves. MCTA bashing 
has not waned and  i f  wc 
take a look a t the long list o f  
dem ocratic anti principled 
movements in history, those 
that stand on the right side 
have  been bashed re len t­
lessly. but they persisted and 
prevailed. On being accused 
o f  jeopard ising  the future 
o f  students, it should be  re­
membered that teachers can 
tcach whatever is thrown at 
them, but it is not the nature 
o f  teachers to thtow students 
under the bus o r ask them to 
cross a half- built bridge. If  
you are to blame anyone for 
jeopard is ing  the future o f  
students blame the NEHU 
VC for not being honest and 
sincere enough t:> prepare all 
the things required before 
im posing the NEP. Teach- 
c rs  w ill keep doing  w hat 
they do. but what about the 
students w ho will w ish to 
exit after the first year and 
require internship, for which 
no  p repa ra tion  has been 
m ade? With regards to the 
m inutes o f  the m eeting o f  
the Academic Council, the 
MCTA could do so and may 
well be  preparing to do so.

but already in an interview 
with fore-front media Profes­
sor Kma. who is a member 
o f  the  A cadcm ic C ouncil, 
not an MCTA member, had 
catcgorically stated that there 
was no decision to implement 
NEP this academic session, 
and that the implementation 
would actually be deferred, 
exposing the V C s lies.

With regards to the sug­
gestion to go the legal way. 
it should  be rem em bered  
that wc do not have the time. 
W hile the M CTA w ill be 
a b le  to  su s ta in  th e  o ften  
long legal proceedings and 
such, as a lready proven in 
the past, the first batch o f  
s tuden ts w ould de fin ite ly  
suffer and be nothing more 
than  gu inea  pigs and  lab 
rats, they will suffer. That is 
why I am  convinced that the 
MCTA did not take the legal 
route. W ilh regards to  the 
unprincipled accusation that 
tcachers are drawing salary 
without taking the required 
number o f  classes. I w ould 
suggest tha t people  keep 
abreast with what is happen­
ing on the ground. MCTA 
tcachers have taken classes, 
even before all this craziness, 
and arc taking classes as per 
the LEGITIMATE 2015 Se­
m ester System! And by the 
way, the MCI'A by going for 
the NCM has engaged itself 
in Practica l Value E duca­
tion: setting an exam ple to 
s tu d e n ts  to  n ever fo llow  
orders without questioning 
the moral and institutional 
integrity o f  such orders; and 
to challenge and oppose or­
ders which arc illegitimate.

careless and callous!
N eed I remind the read­

e rs  o f  how  teachers w ere 
actively involved in .IP's Total 
R evolution, in the p rotest 
again st d racon ian  d ik ta ts  
o f  d e sp o ts?  G overnm en t 
notification forcing teachers 
to  fo llow  the N EP w ould 
only prove the despotic and 
sham eless nature o f  those 
in favour o f  hasty execution 
o f  policy, and their blatant 
regard to r sense and reason, 
justice and democracy; mak­
ing the government o f  the day 
no different from fascist Italy 
o r Nazi G ermany!! In fact, 
i f  w c arc to listen to sense, 
the MCTA has gone to great 
lengths to  en su re  that the 
career o f  students is not af­
fected. not only immediately 
but in the long run!

Yours etc..
Name withheld on

Discrim ination  
o f the 21st 

century
Editor.
Recently a viral video has 

been circulated by many o f  
the news channels in Shillong 
regarding the clam ping  o f  
tourist taxis by  Traffic Po­
licc and public agitation on 
account o f  that. T he crux 
behind this agitation was that 
the policc who used to patrol 
on this stretch was unable to 
respond to a query as to why 
the discrim ination between 
the commercial vehicles and

private vehicles, sincc most 
o f  the prohibitions like ‘No 
Parking' were applicable only 
for commercial vehicles or 
tourist taxis.

The w riter docs not hold 
any  ill will g a in s t  private 
vehicles, but the sole purpose 
o f  this specific content was 
to  treat all citizcn as equal 
w hether he is driving a lo­
cal taxi, an a ito  or a luxury 
v eh ic le . T he c o n s titu tio n  
o f  India guarantees that, as 
p e r the FU NDAM ENTAL 
RIGHT, PART III, under the 
Article 15 the Right to Equal­
ity which states that "(b) the 
u se o f  wells, tanks, ba th­
ing ghats, routs and placcs 
o f  public resort maintained 
wholly or partly out o f  State 
funds o r dedicated to the use 
o f  the general public. Now 
the question is put forward 
to the Sadar I\>1 ice station if  
that particular placc located 
next to  the old A ssem bly 
building is reserved for VIPs 
and  o the r private vehicles 
why are com nercial vehicles 
not a llowed topark thcrc. All 
four-w heeled vehicles take 
the same amount o f  space.

I therefore urge upon the 
M LA  o f  N orth  S h illo n g , 
A dclbcrt Nongrum to take 
(his matter as a priority since 
these incidcms a re  happen­
ing under his Constituency. I 
would be very much obliged 
i f  th is  m atter is  reso lved  
am icably s in tc  it concerns 
the livelihoods o f  the profes­
sional drivers.

Yours etc., 
Wi I liber?; tar Diengdoh 

Via email

W ill Shillong  
ever learn?

Editor,
I live in a small locality 

near the W ah T hangsniang 
w hich is a part o f  the Wah 
Umkhrah river. I grew up sur­
rounded by trees but now all 
I see arc people building on 
the river bed cutting down the 
pines trees which have been 
then- for <kvjut« which an*
crucial for holding the soil 
together. One o f  my neigh­
bours has built on the river 
bed itse lf  causing the river 
to  overflow from its banks, 
I see people throwing small 
packc ts  o f  garbage out o f  
their windows into the stream 
bccausc they could not be 
bothered to throw garbage on 
the garbage tnicks. They also 
throw empty alcohol bottles 
into the once ferocious Wah 
T hangsniang. It is not just 
my little com er o f  the world 
that docs this but everywhere 
w c go  w c can  sec  people  
building so close to the river 
that thcrc is a danger o f  the 
soil loosening and slipping 
into the water each time it 
rains heavily. Wc have seen 
how people are dangerously 
a fleeted by floods and land­
slides in  Himachal Pradesh 
and  o the r m ountainous re­
gions o f  India. Even in the 
p la ins o f  India people arc 
heavily affected due to im ­
proper drainage systems and 
the most important reason is 
building on river banks. Wc 
throw rubbish and bottles into 
the streams thinking they will 
be carricd oft' but in reality.

they get stuck in between the 
rocks and soil and fallen trees 
along the river which causes 
a b lockage , and  the riv er 
banks will overflow leading 
to massive soil erosion sincc 
there are no trees alongside 
but on ly  build ings. Hence 
wc are the ones who arc in 
danger; we arc the ones who 
get affected. Wc pray to God 
to shelter us from the storm 
but God helps those who help 
themselves so i f  we continue 
to keep building on the river 
banks, cutting down trees tint 
should be kept, throwing our 
rubbish into die streams, leav­
ing our environm ent naked, 
then calamities are bound to 
hit us too. So will Shillong 
ever leant from other states? 
O r will we wait until it hap­
pens to us to realize that we 
arc at fault?

T he point I'm try ing  to 
make is that perhaps it's lime 
to  g ive up being  stubborn 
and curb our greed and also 
realise that there is  no God 
to  help us in ccrtain  situa­
tions that we have creatcd for 
ourselves. Wc should leant to 
help ourselves and leam from 
o ther sta tes tha t have gone 
through the trauma and loss 
o f  landslides and floods.

Yours ctc..
Shailin I! Lyngdoh.

Shillong - I I

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

Why Shillong 
city is no 

longer safe
By A i ho rlitng Nongsiej

It is very unfortunate to 
read the reports in the news­
papers o r to w atch the news 
in different YouTube chan­
nels about how people arc 
missing an.! then found dead 
in Shillong. Just a few days 
ago , tw o people (R ichard  
Sing Khatm uti o f  M awdi- 
angdiang v llagc and Shanbor 
Surong o f  Jaiaw Pdcng) were 
reported n iss in g  and  then 
later their dead bodies were 
discovered . W hy do  such 
incidents lnppcn regularly in 
the city o f  Shillong? What arc 
the causes for such incidents? 
W ho is responsible to protect 
and  secure the c ity?  Why 
has Shillorg c ity bccomc so 
unsafe?

M any Shillong itcs  arc 
asking the above questions 
and arc afraid to  walk alone 
especially after it gets dark. 
Perhaps, the incrcasc in the 
num ber o f drug  add ic ts  is 
one  o f  the probable causes 
o f  such incidents in ihe city. 
In fact, not only arc people 
missing and killed but thefts 
are also increasing in the city 
by the day. M any thieves 
arc caught on CCTV cam ­
eras while trespassing into 
people’s houses. Shockingly, 
most o f  these thieves happen 
to be drug addicts. Therefore, 
if  this situation continues in 
the city o f Shillong, it will 
be very dangerous even for 
school children in  the near 
future. Hence, it is high time 
for the District Administra­
tion and the village authori-

Perhaps, this is one o f  the 
major causcs o f  crim c in the 
city. W hile the policc arc 
regularly tracking the drug 
dealers and arresting them 
w h ile  tran sp o rtin g  those  
items, we really don 't know 
the la te  o f  such  persons 
beyond the headlines. What 
punishment is meted out to 
drug  carriers?  W here arc 
those drugs seized by the 
police during transportation? 
If the police department is 
serious in figh ting  drugs, 
then why is it that every 
o the r day w c see  rep o rts 
o f  people involved in dm g 
transporta tion?  W hat sort 
o f  law  is  app lied  to deal 
with drug suppliers and drug 
addicts? Perhaps the law is 
very lenient that with dtug 
suppliers hence they keep 
increasing by the day. O r is 
thcrc any high level w ho has 
a role in drug trafficking? A 
friend o f  m ine says, "1 know 
o f  a few individuals who arc 
involved in this crim e, but 
they a lw ays cscapc  even 
after being arrested, because 
they are under the umbrella 
o f  the high level.” A taxi 
driver in the city told m e 
that drug addicts openly take 
drugs at Them lew Mawlong 
after 8 PM. In fact, in the last 
few weeks thcrc was a  report 
that drug addicts openly take 
drugs in the dumping pit at 
M otphran. The taxi d river 
added  that several tim es 
the d ru g  su p p lie rs  m ake 
use o f  the dustbins in the

“Many Shillongitcs are asking the above 
questions and are afraid to walk alone 

especially after it gets dark. Perhaps, the 
increase in the number o f  drug addicts 
is one o f  the probable causes o f  such 
incidents in the city. In fa c t , not only 

are people missing and killed but thefts 
are also increasing in the city; by the 

day. Many thieves are caught on CCTV  
cameras while trespassing into people ’s 

houses. Shockingly, most o f  those thieves 
happen to be drug addicts. ”

tics to prevent and to do the 
needful for the bettennent o f  
society.

A s an educator and be­
ing in cha*gc o f  one o f  the 
evening sdiools in the city. 
1 am  very much conccm cd 
for students a ttending eve­
n ing classes as they leave 
the school when it is already 
dark. Most o f  our evening 
school students comc from 
different family backgrounds. 
Many go to work during the 
day and come to attend class­
e s in the evening. In short, the 
majority arc from poor back­
grounds. If the city continues 
to facc such problems, where 
do these pcor children go for 
education, when the evening 
is no longer safe? The policc 
and the district adm inistra­
tion must Jo  their duties in 
order to ensure safety in the 
city. It is very sad to say that 
many people arc losing hope 
in the M eghalaya Policc . 
Often wc hear people com ­
plaining o f delayed action 
taken by policc to  register 
an FIR bccausc the victims 
arc from poor families. For 
instance, the family o f  late 
Ricahrd Sing Kharmuti. who 
was found dead rcccntly in 
the city, are not going to pur­
sue his cas.\ Perhaps, it may 
be due to  lack o f  financial 
resources o  go ahead with 
the case. But is it not the 
du ty  o f  the policc  to trace 
out the culprit? Why should 
the policc close the ease if  
the family cannot afford to 
pursue the case? Killing is 
a crim e ard  it is unaccept­
able in any society. Thus, to 
prevent and to ensure safety 
for the future generation, the 
Policc Department must be 
seen to be doing its duty.

Drugs have bccomc the 
m ajor problem in the city. 
Many people arc falling into 
the trap o f th is  substance.

ATM room s to  reach  the 
material to the customers. 
It is very unfortunate to hear 
this statement from several 
individuals. What will be the 
future o f  ourchildrenand the 
socicty. i f  the law is so  soft 
on people involved in dtug 
trafficking?

Perhaps, to ensure safety 
in the city is  also the duty o f  
cach citizen to remain alert 
and report this crime. Fami­
lies may be one o f  the best 
resources to tackle crim c in 
the city. T he fam ous Eng­
lish statement runs 'Charity 
beg ins a t home*. Paren ts 
and family members play a 
vital role in fighting against 
dm g in the state and in the 
city. Teaching children at 
home o f  the danger o f  drugs 
will be more effective than 
attending several progrants 
o r  se m in a rs . L ook ing  at 
the new generation wc can 
sec that they can easily be 
lured to drugs. Sm oking and 
consuming tobacco products 
is very common even a t a 
very early  age. On several 
occasions even in schools 
parents are callcd to settle 
p roblem s o f  sm oking and 
consuming tobacco products 
by students. I f  such instanc­
es happen even inside the 
school campuses, it will be 
very easy for young people 
to fall into the trap o f  dtugs. 
Hence to fight against dnigs 
is a collabora tive  respon­
sibility. Parents , teachers, 
school management, police, 
village authorities and every 
section o f  socicty must col- 
laborativcly work together to 
tackle the drug mcnacc and 
to ensure safety in the city. 
Let us make Shillong great 
again and ensure safety to 
every citizcn.

(The w riter is l  ice Prin­
cipal, S i. A n thony  V Hr. Sec  
School. Shillong)
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Navigating Accusations and  
Aspirations: N EHU’s Roadmap 

for  N E P  2 020  Im p lem en ta tio n
B y Shim on  A’. Shullai

“ / /  is rot possible to go forward 
while looking back.”

—  Ludw ig  M ies van  d e r  R ohe

T h e  S h illo n g  T im e s
MIII.I.ONC.TUESDAY. Al'GlST i t .  2023

Science, Religion
A  controversy has arisen o v er  nam ing o f  the  

Chandrayaan -3 landing s ite  on the M oon  as 

‘S h iv  S h a k ir  point. There are those w h o  see  

th is as a decision  in conflict w ith  the concept  

o f  secu larism  to w h ich  India is w edded. M ore  

im portantly, this is  seen  as a departure from  

the p o st-In d ep en d en ce  era under Jawaharlal 

Nehru, w ho w as agnostic  or o n e  w h o  doubted  

the ex isten ce  o f  a  suprem e being. T his, ev en  as 

Nehru adm itted that the b e lie f  in G od brought 

m ental peace and com fort to innum erable tor­

tured sou ls. "Too m uch dep en d en ce on  super­

natural factors m ay lead, and has o ften  led to, 

a lo ss  o f  self-reliance in m an.” N ehru w rote in 

his D iscovery  o f  India. The first prim e m inister  

strived hard to prom ote a scien tific  tem per just  

as he put India firm ly on  the grow th track with  
early reliance on the introduction o f  steel plants 

to prom ote industrialization and huge dam s to 

irrigate barren lands. H e treated th ese  d am s as  
the ‘tem p les o f  m odern India.* A ll th ese had  

m uch  to  d o  with h is em inent exposure to  the  

W est, h is higher stud ies in C am bridge and a s ­

so c ia tio n s  w ith  the e v o lu tio n  o f  p rogressive  

thoughts there. N otably. Nehru w as instrumental 

in the start o f  India’s  space explorations, though  

the present label ISR O  cam e later. H e had a lso  

m ade it a  point to keep the departm ent o f  space  

directly under the PM O  so  as to g iv e  it m axim um  

governm ental attention a happy scenario  that 

continues even  today.

India has been changing  in recent years under 

the BJP rule and this is an era w here faith is  
gain ing a m atching im portance w ith scien ce; the 

an ti-thesis o f  a scenario that Nehru had v isu a l­

ized  and tried ta prom ote. T he grow th o f  the BJP 

as a national political establishm ent w a s its e lf  
anchored in the cam paign to build a Ram tem ple 

in A yodhya -  w h ich  w as finally  accom p lish ed  
by the dem olition  o f  an o ld . discarded and d i­

lapidated Babri M asjid . R elig ion  is  currently 

gain ing m ore prom inence in public engagem ents 

d ue to  sustained e fforts  by top governm ental 

functionaries them selves. R elig ion  is  a  private 

affair and should not be con fu sed  w ith  govern ­
m ental engagem ents. N otably. ISRO  scien tists  

offering  prayers at a tem ple before the launch o f  

space m ission s a lso  drew criticism . A sp ects  o f  

faith cannot altogether b e  denied  or rejected as 

it is  an individual pursuit; and every scien tist is 

an individual too. Yet, the se lection  o f  the nam e 

S hiva  Shakti for the Chandrayaan-3 landing site  
s ign ifies  an em phasis on relig ious beliefs. W hile  

religion's importance in the life  o f  hum an beings 

cannot be wished aw ay, an overem phasis m ight, 

as Nehru warned, work to the d isadvantage o f  

the nation . It cou ld  oversh ad ow  the spirit o f  

inquiry and scientific temper.

Khasi-Karbi conflict: 
A ticking time bomb

By Bhogtoram M awroh

L etters  to  the E d ito r

M CTA: S e lf  
Interest over  

Students’ 
Future

Hditor.
A lo t has been w ritten  

in  the print media and a lot 
more debate has been heard 
on the issue o f  NEP and the 
unwillingness o f  ihe MCTA 
teachers to  budge an  inch 
to  preserve its own egoistic 
stance to  the point that they 
are  willing to  let the future 
o f  th e ir  students go dow n, 
forgetting the rightful obliga- 
tion they ow e th ; students 
w ho look up to them. The 
hard stance by the MCTA 
and at the same time the po­
litical gimmick they play as 
victims by pretending to seek 
the best interest ofstudcnts is 
not foo linganyon;anym ore  
as it is very clear they stand 
for their ow n se lf  interest.

O ne question that bo th­
ers everyone is i f  she NEP is 
no t implemented and other 
U n iv e rs i tie s  arc a lre a d y  
implem enting it, w hat will 
happen to  our students who 
wish to pursue further stud­
ies outside? Can ihe MCTA 
guarantee that NEHU with 
a maximum o f  45- 50 scats

w ill be able to accommodate 
a ll studen ts  w ho  w an t to 
study further.'

Second, since all students 
have been made aware o f  the 
benefits that NEP w ill bring 
like flexibility in choosing 
courses and subjects without 
the lim itations o f  stream s as 
w ell a s skill- based courses, 
w on’t they feel deprived o f  
th is  o p p o rtu n ity  th e y  are  
getting in a hyper- com peti­
tive environm ent prevailing 
to d a y ?  Mow w ill M CTA 
address this issue since they 
a re  the o ne  opposing  and 
ac ting  as the  m ain hurdle 
for students passing out this 
year and anticipating a new 
system  which seem s really 
interesting. Further a number 
o f  tim es senior teachers in 
co lleges blame the system  
for the present state o f  un­
em ploym ent o f  o u r  youth 
but when it's time to  bring 
change they are the ones op ­
posing it which show s their 
hypocrisy.

From conversations with 
m y friends w ho are college 
sa n ctio n ed  tcachcrs . they  
say  i t ’s  usually  the  senior 
teachers w ho arc hell bent 
on opposing change and are 
the main MCTA follow ers 
and  a s  such  a rc  w illing to 
keep students as ransom for 
their ow n pride and se lf  in-

O n A ugust 24. 2023. it 
w as reported that a couple 
o f  Karbi houses were torched 
in the village ofTapat. Karbi 
Anglong, by people who had 
allegedly entered from the 
M eghalaya side. This latest 
incident is part o f  a scries o f  
violent events that a re  tak­
ing place along the Assam- 
M cghalaya bo rder around 
the area o f  Khanduli. Previ­
ously. the K hasi S tuden ts 
Union ( K SIJ) had a lso made 
allegations that the K arbis 
had burned down a few huts 
and prevented residen ts o f  
K handu li from  a cc essin g  
th e ir  fa rm la n d , w h ic h  is 
u n d e r  th e  ju r isd ic tio n  o f  
Meghalaya. The Karbis, on 
the other hand, have m ain­
tained that there  has been 
“c onstan t aggression  from  
M eghalaya to  K arbi A ng­
long.”  thus putting the blame 
on the Khasis instead. The 
incident in  Tapal, liowcvci, 
highlights the  complexity o f  
the issue, where it is not easy 
to blindly agree with one side 
even though one may belong 
to one o f  the  groups.

T h e  h o u se s  th a t w ere 
torched in Tapat happened 
to  belong  to  the re la tives 
o f  som eone I know  whose 
mother cam e from  the v il­
lage. The person is o f  mixed 
Pnar-K arb i h e ritag e , and  
inc iden ts like  these  force 
such people to choosc sides 
against those whom they con­
sider their own. If they don’t 
take sides, then both groups 
w ill brand them as traitors 
and treat them  a s  outcasts. 
The impact o f  this conflict, 
however, w ill go beyond the 
personal travails o f  any one 
o r a  few individuals. It will 
aflcct the lives o f  many in ­
nocents on both sides.

T his is not the first time 
that the Khasi and K arbis 
have clashed with each other. 
In 2003, over 4000 Pnar v il­
lagers (another nam e for the 
Jaintia. who are a sub-group 
o f  the larger Khasi tribe) had 
to flee from their homes in 
Block 1 o f  Karbi Anglong into 
Sahsniang in the Jainita hills 
o f  Meghalaya when militants 
su sp e cted  to  be  from  the 
United People’s Democratic 
Solidarity (U PI)S). a Karbi 
militant group, killed three 
people. This led to  retaliation 
against the Karbi in M egha­
laya. with a Karbi seminarian 
being set on fire in Shillong. 
T he K SU  also  issued quit 
no tices  again st the Karbi 
people residing in the city, 
resulting in  many fleeing the 
state. Then, on November 25, 
three labourers w orking in 
a coal mine in Pohkyndong 
village in  the Jaintia  Mills 
w ere abducted and killed by 
unidentified m iscreants. In 
2012, clashcs erupted again 
at the Moosakhia-Lumpyrdi 
locality o f  the Khanduli area, 
which falls under the West 
Jaintia Mills. Several people 
were injured in the clash, and 
several Khasi houses were 
burned down. T his w as at a

terest w hile the young teach­
e rs com ing from a fiercely 
c o m p e ti tiv e  in te rv iew  to 
get into teaching are more 
sym pathetic  w ith  students 
and  are  more interested in 
ju st m oving on to a new set 
up under N E P since  they 
know  w hat they have gone 
through and  a new  system 
with emphasis on skills will 
give their students an edge 
e sp ec ia l ly  those  s tuden ts  
that can’t afford to  go out for 
further studies and NEHU is 
all they g o t .

W'e th e re fo re  hope  w c 
have learnt that change is 
inevitable and must be em ­
braced just as w e all accept 
that teachers can tcach and 
en ter politics w ithout hav­
ing to leave their well-paid 
jo b s  then why can’t teachers 
accep t that change in the 
education for students will 
benefits u s a ll especially in 
the long run? Can w e really 
see  leaders am ong teachers 
w ho talk about the need for 
change in ou r education sys­
tem especially in the Indian 
e co n o m y  a nd  c o m m erc e  
c lasses, be  the change they 
a lw ays talk o f  and not be a 
hurd le  for the generations 
to  come?

Yours etc., 
J R L  M awphlang.

Via email

time w hen I »vas doing m y 
PhD at NEMU.and the policc 
cam e to ou r campus inquir­
ing if  there were any Karbi 
students so  tliat they could 
be given protection against 
retaliation by ihe Khasis.

These rcccnt clashcs have 
com e on the IkcIs o f  the on ­
going border talks between 
Assam and Meghalaya. The 
hot ly disputed areas o f  Block 
I and II in K irbi Anglong, 
w h ere  thousands o f  Pna r 
people are reading, are cur­
ren tly  under review . Any 
rise  in  tensions will atTcct 
them  very badly. T his w as 
revealed to  me in worrying 
details when a Pnar boy re­
siding in  one  :>f the villages 
in those areas messaged m e a 
few weeks ago. Me confided 
in me that the people in the
area have beer living in great 
tear ever since the tensions 
started to rise. They feared

th a t a ny  esca la tio n  cou ld  
pu t them  in great danger. 
O n the  o the r hand . I was 
a lso  contac tcd by a Karbi 
student after som e m iscre­
an ts hurled petrol bom bs at 
Karbi Bhaw ai in Shillong. 
The student was worried that 
the tension along the border 
could lead to aflare-up in the 
city, which would put him  in 
danger. The dinger o f  inno­
cent people getting caught in 
the crossfire is very real and 
something that is guaranteed 
to  happen if  the tensions arc 
not contained.

T h e  on g o in g  c r is is  in 
M anipur is  c learly  a very 
pe rtin e n t e xam p le  o f  the 
price innocent people always 
end  up pay in ; in a conflict 
situation, l f t lv  Khasi-Karbi 
c o n flic t e sca la te s , it w ill 
not matter who initiated the 
conflict o r whose claim  is 
true. Thousands o f  lives will 
have  been destroyed , and  
many w ill have lost the ir 
loved ones. Even if  one  o f  
the groups e rd s  up getting 
w hat they consider a  win. 
it will be o f  no solace to  the 
victims o f  the conflict. The 
dead will not come back, and 
no matter the compensation, 
lives destroyed  canno t be

T he m entally  
ill deserve full 
rehabilitation
Editor.
I am writii^j to express my 

deep appreciation and g rati­
tude for the article, "W hen 
Borders are just im aginary 
Lines" (TST, Aug 28*2023). 
T he sto ry  o f  "Salin i" w as 
hcartbreakim;. The mentally 
ill deserve  more than the 
w onderfu l rights lis ted  in 
th is a rtic le . T hey  deserve  
full rchabilitaiion and mental 
health.

Yours etc., 
Dccpa Majumdar, 

Via email

Urgent Plea  
to Em brace  

Electric  
Crem atorium  

Facilities
Editor
T he ongoing decline  in 

forest coverage w ithin our 
s ta te  has prompted an in ­
c re ase d  aw areness o f  the 
consequential impacts. It is

rebuilt. Imagine ifsomcthing 
happens to  the loved ones o f  
the Pnar boy w ho messaged 
me. W ill he be satisfied i f  1 
tell him that the loss he has 
endured is for the good o f  the 
community? Tlie same goes 
to the Karbi side as well. Will 
the Karbi NGOs. who threat­
ened a  Manipur-like situation 
i f  tlie Pnar stay ing  in  the 
disputed areas chose to  go 
with M eghalaya, be w illing 
to sacrifice their ow n people 
(staying in Shillong like the 
student w ho m essaged me 
and others along the border), 
so that they can c laim  vic­
tory? W hat about the trauma 
that will be especially hard 
to forget and that will have 
life-long debilitating effects 
on p e o p le 's  lives?  Is that 
justified?

O f  coursc, .tueh exhorta­
tions w ill not convince some 
people, who will label such

q u e s tio n s  a s  ta k in g  sides 
with the enem y and a  sign o f  
weakness. For such people, 
the glory o f  the community 
and  w hat they perceive as 
their rightful claim s are more 
important than the  lives o f  
their ow n people. My ques­
tion is: how can such people 
claim  to love  the ir  people 
w hen they don ’t care  what 
happens to them? Also, most 
o f  th e  tim e , p e op le  w ho 
speak aggressive language 
are not the ones w ho will be 
at the forefront. 1 remember 
the interview o f  Meitci Lipun 
C hief. Pramoi S ingh, who 
has been accused  o f  in sti­
gating violence against the 
K uki-Z om i. w hen he was 
ca lm ly  g iv in g  in te rv iew s 
w hile  his ow n people, the 
M eitci, w ere getting  killed 
in the fighting on the  ground. 
I can  c la im  w ith abso lu te  
certainty that long after the 
conflict lias died dow n, he 
and  le ad e rs  like  him  will 
be safely ensconced in their 
lair while their ow n people 
struggle to pick up the pieces 
o f  their shattered lives.

If  the conflict on the bor­
de r escalates, there will be 
rallies in Shillong with fire­
brand leaders shouting at the

incum bent upon us to  ad ­
dress this matter w ith utmost 
seriousness. Mere symbolic 
g estu res, such as planting 
saplings on World Environ­
m ent Day, are insufficient 
in addressing this concern. 
G iven the current scarcity o f  
firewood and the foreseeable 
exacerbation o f  this scarcity, 
it is im perative that w c ac­
know ledge the urgency o f  
the situation. The number o f  
firewood suppliers is dw in­
dling every m onth, resulting 
in  an undue reliance on the 
monopolistic suppliers who 
d ictate exorbitant rates for 
w ood  pe r truck load . T his 
financial burden is ultimately 
b o rn e  by  th o se  a d h er in g  
to  traditional and religious 
cremation rituals a s the con­
ven tional crem ation  ghats 
c a n n o t su s ta in  c o n tin u a l 
losses.

Moreover, the traditional 
p ractice o f  crem ating bodies 
using conventional methods 
not only incurs significant 
costs but also poses substan­
tial environm ental hazards. 
T his practice is  inherently 
unsustainable as illustrated 
by the stark reality that an 
entire mature tree is needed 
to  crem ate a single body.

The present era necessi­
tates a shift in  our priorities, 
em phasizing  the prcscrva-

top o f  their lungs, claim ing 
that they w ill take m atters 
into their ow n hands because 
they believe that the Govern­
ment cannot protect Khasi 
lives. Political parties will 
follow suit, as they have a l­
ready tried recently to  create 
c om m unal tensions in  the 
state with the dem and for a 
Khasi CM and the reserva­
tion issue. The aggressive 
rhctoric that will follow will 
further escalate the conflict. 
M ore o f  the Pnars and  the 
Karbis will b e  affected, fur­
ther deepen ing the crisis and 
pu tting  the  lives o f  m ore 
innocents in danger. I don’t 
know the political dynamics 
on the Karbi side, bu t there 
will be those who will look 
to take advantage o f  the situ­
ation, w hether they are from 
am ong the Karbi themselves 
o r from outside.

Com ing back to M egha­
laya, the luture o f  the MDA 
governm ent m ight a lso  be 
a t s ta k e  here . D uring the 
last election. I asked a Garo 
friend if  she would be vot­
ing for TM C. She told me 
that she will never vote for 
Mukul Sangma (the former 
C h icf M inister o f  Meghalaya 
and leader o f  TM C) becausc 
it w as during his term  that 
the G N LA  (G aro National 
L ib e ra tio n  A rm y, a G aro  
m ilitan t g roup ) w as m ost 
active, and she cannot forget 
the atrocities com m itted by 
them . Im agine  the K hasis 
harbouring the same feeling 
against th is M DA govern ­
ment, which is  headed by a 
G aro, com e the next assem ­
bly election o r the upcoming 
MDC elections.

But political machinations 
aside, it is the duty o f  the 
G overnm ent o f  M eghalaya 
to take all steps to prevent 
any  escalation o f  tensions. 
They must insist on  the other 
side to prevent any attempt to 
create conflict from the Karbi 
side. For its part, it must also 
p rev e n t a ny  p ro v o ca tio n
from our tide . At all cotte. 
restraint m ust be  practiced 
because tlie cost o f  not doing 
so  will be very heavy. I don’t 
want any Karbi to  be banned 
becausc I know the Khasis 
w ill be harmed in retaliation. 
A nd I am  sure  tha t many 
people on  the other side also 
feel the same way. W'e need 
to do all we can to  maintain 
peace because i f  w e don’t, 
we a rc  looking at a repeat o f  
w hat happened in Manipur. 
The conflict in M anipur has 
shown that it w ill be the in­
nocents who ultimately pay 
the price. I pray that it is not 
repeated in M eghalaya and 
K arbi A nglong  as w ell. If  
that happens despite all that 
we know from the past and 
the present, it w ill be  a trav­
esty o f  the gravest order.

(The views expressed  in 
the article are those o f  the  
author a nd  do not reflect in 
any  h w  his affiliation lo any  
organization o r institution)

tion and nurturing o f  the en­
vironment over conventional 
prac tices. K cdirccting our 
focus towards the well-being 
o f  our surroundings is para­
mount. A crucial facet o f  this 
shift involves the conserva­
tion o f  trees, a s do ing  so 
sa feguards the w elfare  o f  
future generations.

It is crucial to  understand 
tliat the stockpile o f  firewood 
within cremation ghats is to 
be reserved as a last resort, 
to be used only w hen clcciric 
cremation facilities arenon- 
opera tional o r undergoing 
maintenance.

Hence let us place greater 
importance on environmental 
preservation over traditional 
practices. The time has come 
for this essential transforma­
tion in perspective.

This is a message from the 
Gortcha Samshan G hat Bar- 
pathar (Mawball). Shillong: 

Yours etc., 
Krishna Chettri 

G eneral Secretary 
Gorkha Samahan G hat, 

Barapathar.
Shillong

A rticles and  letters ap ­
pearing  on th is  page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters ' 
a u th o rs  a n d  not tha t o f  
The S h illong  Times

In the h illy  te rra in  o f  
educa tional re fo rm s , the  
North-Ea<tcni Mill U niver­
sity  (NEM U) fin d s its e lf  
embroiled in a m aelstrom  
o f  accusations and counter­
denials surrounding the im­
plementation o f  the National 
Educatior Policy 2020 (NEP 
2020). As the echoes o f  d is­
sent a ixl sjpport reverberate, 
the future o f  M eghalaya's 
academ ic landscape hangs 
in the balance.

The year 2023 has borne 
witness toa tumultuous clash 
o f  perspectives w ithin the 
NEMU community, raising 
questions about the w isdom 
o f  tim ing and the readiness 
for change. A cacophony o f  
vo ices has risen, each o f­
fering its own rendition o f

the tale, painting a complex 
tableau tia t dem ands d is­
cernment

For prcponentsof the N EP 
2020, a s lv e r  lining picrees 
through the storm clouds. A 
majority c f  students, parents, 
and educational groups have 
rallied in its favor, praising 
the policy's em brace o f  flex­
ibility as a panacca for the 
constraints o f  the traditional 
cducatioini framework. The 
introduction o f  features such 
as Multiple Entry-M ultiple 
Exit, interdisciplinary’ sub­
je c t selection, and  the  in­
tegration o f  M assive Open 
O nline Courses (M O OC s) 
into curricula has garnered

w idesprc id  applause. The 
a llure o f  < more holisticand 
a dap tab le  e d u ca tio n  sy s­
tem lias been hard to  resist, 
even among those initially 
skeptical.

However, amidst this crc- 
sccndo o f support, a disso­
nant note emerges from the 
Meghalaya College Teachers 
Association (MCTA). Their 
opposition hinges on the lack 
o f  infrastructural readiness 
in several c o lleges— a le­
gitimate concern that finds 
resonance with the realities 
on the ground. The plea for 
the p rovision o f  requisite  
fun<fc and the appointment o f  
additiona faculty members 
speaks tc the heart o f  the  
matter: can the ship o f  prog­
ress se t sail without a sturdy 
anchor’? "Why the silcnce?" 
one might ask.

The G overnment o f  M e­
ghalaya sa n d s  as a sentinel 
on this educational voyage, 
yet its voice remains elusive. 
Tlie urgency o f  addressing 
in frastru c tu ra l in a d eq u a ­
c ies and  tcachcr shortages 
appears id have been over­
shadowed. leaving educators 
a nd  studen ts  to  na v ig a te  
uncharted w aters.

In the realm o f  academia.

conflict often takes on the 
guise o f  procedural w ran­
gling. T he NEMU Tcachcrs 
A sso c ia t io n  (N E M U T A ) 
cries foul, urging the Vice- 
Chancellor to annul the NEP
2020 implementation for the 
year. Yet, veiled in am bigu­
ity. the  transgressions that 
allegedly transpired within 
NEMU s hallowed halls re­
main shrouded. It is here  
that rhetoric intersects with 
reality—a clash o f  interpre­
tations that obscures the path 
ahead.

T he c an v a s , how ever, 
is not devoid o f  strokes o f  
p ro g re ss . T he A cadem ic  
C ouncil o f  NEMU, custo­
d ia n  o f  sc h o la r ly  r igour, 
approved the ordinances and 
regulations that set the stage

for NEP 2020's integration. 
T he c o lle c tiv e  en d ea v o r  
o f  crafting syllabi and cur­
ricula, anchored in subject 
groupings ranging from skill 
enhancement to value-added 
courses, paints a picture o f  
inclusivity and adaptability. 
These are the brushstrokes o f 
an institution striving to be 
relevant w ithin an evolving 
educational landscape.

In the cacophony o f  opin­
ions and the pull o f  politics, 
the  s tu d e n t s ta n d s a t the 
heart o f  the  d e b ate . T he 
fu ture  leade rs , sc ien tis ts , 
artists, and thinkers o f  Me­
ghalaya face the uncertainty 
o f  an unresolved discourse. 
D elay , one  m ust ponder.

begets its ow n costs. Tlie po­
tential ripples are felt far be­
yond the realm o f  NEHU—a 
missed opportunity for stu­
den ts  en ro lled  e lsew here , 
a poten tia l setback  in the 
CUET-PG competition, and 
the loom ing spcctcr o fbeing  
left behind in the national 
academic arena.

The call to arm s is now 
heard—a call that transcends 
a ffilia tio n s  and  agendas. 
S ta k e h o ld e r s  o f  d iv e rs e  
sh a d es m u st un ite , c a s t­
ing  a side  the  shadow s o f  
po litics , and illum inating  
the path forward. The legacy 
o f  NEHU, intertwined with 
the dream s o f  M eghalaya, 
beckons for un ity  in  pur­
pose. T he clarion call rings 
loud and d e a r: the time luts 
com c to  propel N EHU  to 
greater heights, fostering an 
environm ent o f  growth that 
cschcvvs the  d iv is ive  and 
embraces the collcctive. It’s 
tim e to champion the cause 
o f  NEP 2020. not a s a token 
o f  po litica l m aneuvering , 
but as a beacon guiding the 
state 's next generation  to- 
wuiil a bii^litei futuiv.

( The writer holds degrees 
in B. Tech. L L B .. M.A. (Po­
litical Science)

“This is  not the first tim e that the Khasi and  

K arbis have clashed  w ith each other. In 2003, 

over 4000 Pnar villagers (another name for  the 

Jaintia. who are a  sub-group o f  the larger Khasi 

tribe) had to  f le e  from  their homes in Block I 

o f  Karbi Anglong into Sahsniang in the Jainita  

hills o f  Meghalaya when militants suspected  to  be 

from  the U nited P eo p le s  Dem ocratic  

Solidarity (UPDS). a  Karbi m ilitant group, k illed  

three people. This led  to retaliation against 
the K arbi in M eghalaya, with a  Karbi seminarian  

being se t on fire  in Shillong. M

“The Government o f  M eghalaya stands a s  a 
sentinel on this educational voyage, y e t  its voice 

remains elusive. The urgency o f  addressing  
infrastructural inadequacies an d  teacher 

shortages appears to  h a w  been overshadowed, 
leaving educators an d  students to navigate un­

charted  waters. ”
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“ In telligence i s  the a b ility  

to a d a p t to  ch an ge
—  S tephen  H aw king

T h e  S h illo n g  T im e s
Vd Nocl-W So.IO SIIII.I.ONG. WEDNESDAY, AlCl'STJ*. 2023

C ooking gas and more
A praisew orthy asp ect o f  d em ocracy  is  that 

governm ents cannot but be responsive to  pub­

lic sentim ents. S o  too w ith  the decision  by the 

U nion Cabinet on Tuesday to  cut the price o f  

cook in g  gas by Rs 2 0 0  per cylinder. W ith the 

count-dow n having begun for fresh parliament 

election s, the M odi governm ent cannot afford 

to remain im pervious to the rising anger against 

the steep  risc in  prices o f  not just essential com ­

m odities but all m aterials across the board. This 

tendency was ev ident sin cc  the C o v id -19 period 

and in recent tim es prices o f  essen tia ls have  

sky-rocketed  The failure o f  the O pposition  to 

take the governm ent to task is on ly  p roof o f  a 

lack o f  asserliveness. or ev en  vacillation  at its 

leadership levels. T he situation is com pounded  

by the fact that thcrc has been no m atching rise 

in the w ages or salaries o f  the em ployed. The 

saga is m ore pronounced  am on g  the 80  per 

cent o f  the populace w ho are not w ell-h eeled . 

The poor anc the m iddle c la ss  are struggling to 

m ake ends meet. In th is backdrop, the d ecision s  

by the Union Cabinet to substantially reduce 

the price o f  cooking ga s and extend the Ujwala 

LPCi subsidy to 75 lakh w om en  w ill be w cll- 

apprcciatcd. H ow ever, a rev iew  o f  the prices 

across the spectrum is in order.

It m ust be noted, in this context, that the LPG 

gas pricc per cylinder w as at Rs 4 1 0  when Prime 

M inister Modi took charge o f  the nation in 2014. 

In less  than 10 years, it rose to  about Rs 1100. 

The governm ent should  have acted  early and 

controlled  the pricc. It acted late a lso  in the case  

o f  a  steep rise in priccs o f  tom atoes, or onions 

later, and chose to have im ports o f  the former 

from N epal only by the tim e the n ew  crop w as 

about to  flood the market. A  responsive govern­

ment should  have a finger on the pulse o f  the 

m arkels so  as to  enable it to act at the right time. 

The Indian agricultural market a s  a w h o le  con ­

tinues to be ruled by the w him s and greed o f  the 

m iddle m en. The fanners get too little, w h ile  the 

consum ers arc dealt a rude shock tim e after time 

by the steep rise in com m odity prices: the reason 

cited often being “low  production” or natural 

calam ities like floods or w eather changes. Fact 

is. cartels rule the m arkets, and consum ers pay 

through their n o ses  to buy various item s. It is 

rare that the farmers get a fair share o f  the priccs 

quoted in the market. The farm reform  leg isla ­

tion w as left in the lurch as the M odi govern­

ment could  not withstand pressure from various 

lobbies in the run-up to a set o f  a ssem b ly  polls 

in UP, Punjab ctc.

Dire Need 
To Save Narpuh

M o o n l ig h t  f i l t e r i n g  
th rough  m oving m ist and 
c louds deepens the b rood­
ing mystery o f  the land. It 
is still night but soon from a 
boulder-strewn riverbed you 
sec  the sky blush a  gentle 
peach as the sun rises. The 
forest greets you with a rising 
clamour o f  voices, only one 
o f  which I think I recognise 
the joyous whoop o f  the hoo- 
lock gibbon familiar from 
far-olT holidays near thick 
bamboo forests in Umling. 
The forest is never qu ie t, 
for in their many languages, 
those who live there declare 
to a ll w ho enter. "W c live 
here!" But suddenly the time­
less mood and magic o f  the 
dawn is rudely replaced by 
discordant, crashing sounds 
com ing from  a huge lim e­
stone quarry baking in the 
harsh light o f  day. No life 
here, just machines steadily 
inscribing death on die land. 
These are the tw o sides o f  
the Jaifttia Hills cxpcricncc 
and  bo th  a re  cap tu rcd  in 
the Circcn Hub Film  ‘N ar­
puh  W ild life  S anctuary  - 
S av ing  the  L as t R e fu g e ’ 
(https://w w w .youtubc.coin/ 
watch? v= 19qX_G UhPSO)

“To th e  o u ts id e  w orld 
Jaifttia Hills is known mainly 
for its rich mineral w ealth... 
(but]... JaiAlia Hills is also 
home to a rich diversity o f  
wild flora and fauna*'. (II. 
Lato, ‘Treasure To Be Cher­
ished ', Shillong Times, June
14. 2020). W ho is  better 
placed to draw our attention 
to these two opposing truths 
than the D ivisional Forest 
Officer Kong H Lato? ” . .. 
The rich floral and  faunal 
wealth o f  the Narpuh Wildlife 
Sanctuary and the surround­
ing area is na ture’s unique 
gift to humanity” ... (italics 
mine). The film endorses her 
statement. Ranged against 
her however are the corpo­
rate interests o f  a  concrete 
mindset that secs land only 
as monetary profit.

Thi-n* w as a limi* w hen I
would have been able to con­
cur wilh Robin Wall Kim- 
mcrer who says: “ ...N ative 
P e o p le s ...d e s p ite  m yriad  
cultural diftcrcnccs, have this 
in  com m on wc arc rooted 
in cultures o f  gratitude**...
(Braiding Swcctgrass) As an 
indigenous person I see this 
gentle credo in the descrip­
tion o f  our hills, our rivers, 
our knowledge o f  plant life 
and the respect wc oncc had 
for the symbiotic relationship 
betw een a ll form s o f  life. 
But sadly the old stories and 
beliefs have been rcplaccd 
by a new narrative how to 
alchcmisc coal and stone into 
quick and easy money with 
the help o f  persuasive spells 
callcd bribes. Land has been 
downgraded degraded into a 
commodity and is no longer a 
gift a gift to be valued be­
cause unlike any other it has 
been aeons in the making. A 
gift freely given, yet a few 
uncaring, unthinking human 
beings a t the ir destructive 
best, have com m andeered

By Janet Hujon

and monopolised a com m u­
nal blessing.

Ihc statistics in the film 
provide grim read ing  e.g. 
60%  o f  community forests 
have been lost to industries 
and mining ard  yet as Bah P
S Nongbri the C h icf Conscr- 
vaior o f  Forests informs us. 
Narpuh is the only Protected 
Area in the whole o f  Jairttia 
H ills . W hc> is  everyone 
going to wake up to the fact 
lhat life on earth is a mutually

plants continue to prove toxic 
to human life. *

Yet the  m illio n -d o lla r  
question  rem ains: w hy is 
limestone mining in the Jai- 
fitia Hills still allowed? The 
question is o f  course  rhe­
torical. E veryone knows it 
is bccausc those who literally 
sign o ff  the life o f  our hills 
just don 't care. A handful o f  
scattered villages depending 
on primal forests and ancient 
rivers arc not worth thinking

supporting network? Have 
w c not learnt any lessons 
from the Lukla o r Ka Lukha 
as she is known to the Pnars 
and the Khasis? I f  wc only 
reflect upon the w ay our na­
tive language expresses the 
way wc look a t the living 
world around us, wc would 
think twicc about poisoning 
her waters.

Ka Lukha is a Being, a 
generous lawbci. an ances­
tral m other deserving ou r 
profound rcs(>cci. It is bc ­
causc she supports life that 
Ka Lukha has been variously 
described as a reservoir o f  
fish* and the ‘Serene River*. 
The word ‘Scwnc’obviously 
harks back to a time when 
unconta initiated she was free 
to flow, nurturing river com ­
m unities who in gratitude  
crowned her ‘Serene R iver'. 
But as Kimmercr points out, 
a gift can only keep giving 
if  there is th a  essential in­
gredient o f  reciprocity. For 
serenity to  pr;vail, both the 
giver and the rccciver must 
enter into a relationship o f  
m utual caring. T rag ically  
cement plants have blasted 
that traditional pact ou t o f  
the water.

Now think o f  the Khasi 
word for wind: Iyer, often 
shortened to ‘x  Tlxr accom­
panying sensation is light, 
carcssing , alm ost e thereal 

yes, light a* air, as unno- 
ticcablc a s  the breath o f  life. 
But the winds blowing from 
the direc tion  o f  lim estone 
quarries are dust-ladcn. lung- 
choking systems. Cement 
dust also blankets surround­
ing vegetation aflccting pho­
tosyn thesis  and w ith soil 
becom ing  more a lk a lin e , 
acid-lovingphnts stand little 
chance o f  survival. A sacon- 
scqucncc the effectiveness 
o f  forests a s carbon sinks 
is d rastically  rcduccd. By 
altering the topography and 
am bicnccof cur hills cement

about -  they a re  but trouble­
som e flic s  to  be  sw atted  
away. But that is a dangerous 
attitude to maintain because 
it fails to value the traditional 
wisdom held by those who 
keep our forests and waters 
alive. Thankfully the Forest 
Department has more sense 
for they recognise this valu­
able resource: “ ...residents 
o f  the surrounding areas have 
been turned into proactive 
partners in conservation” . . . 
(Lato) and “ ...th e  immense 
knowledge that the hunters 
have o f  the landscape and 
the animals has been utilised 
to conserve the forests and 
m onitor the anim als”  (see 
film). That, ladies and gen­
tlemen. is empowerment.

By destroying the barrier 
between the written and the 
unw ritten, the rcscarchcrs 
have  d isp lay e d  W isdom . 
C onsequen tly  K now ledge 
has been made w hole again. 
T h eirs  is a s tra te g y  that 
should be more widely de­
p loyed. for em pow erm ent 
e n cou rages co -o p c ra tio n . 
egalitarian ism  and mutual 
respect thereby extending  
the frontiers o f  learning for 
all. No one is left behind. 
Speaking o f  the incidental 
trials o f  forest trekking and 
patro lling  the Beat Forest 
O flicc r Shanbcr(sic) Paul 
Lamare sums it up when he 
defines their dedica tion:" . . .  
duty is a worship. Thcir’s is 
not to reason why, we arc 
here to  do and die for the 
glory o f  G od. for the glory 
o f  our state.”  Note the lack 
o f  any sclf-glorification all 
that m atters is  the greater 
good. T his is teamwork at 
its best expediting a vision­
ary programme that makes 
you hope.

And hope wc must. The 
very fact that Kong Lato has 
drawn more attention to this 
threatened w ilderness is  a 
vital step in the right direc­

tion. She will have engaged 
the interest o f  quite a few 
people. To them I say watch 
the film as well and you will 
get a glimpse o f  the wonder 
contained in the forests o f  the 
Jairttia Hills. W hen you do, I 
hope you will not then expe­
rience the shame o f  knowing 
so  lit tle  about the natural 
w ealth o f  one 's  homeland. 
S adly  w ith the exception  
o f  the irrepressible hulcng 
and that bird-w ith-attitudc 
the kohkarang, 1 only knew 
the  w estern  nam es o f  the 
b irds and animals I rccog- 
niscd: these being peacock 
pheasant, kingfisher and the 
clouded leopard. Any em o­
tional conncction with the 
place wc call home is lost if  
we identify all around us in 
a Icamt tongue, because only 
local names can tell us about 
our world.

S im ilarly  i f  w c discard 
stories explaining the habits 
o f  ou r b irds, an im als and 
flowers, and the moods o f  our 
rivers and hills, we will lose 
that link to the primal wonder 
w ith  w hich o u r  ancestors 
first looked upon the world. 
It is th rough  nam ing  and  
storyte lling that they sang 
praises and declared respect 
for w hat they were given. 
The reason for that wonder 
has to  be  kept a live. Wc 
need to remind ourselves that 
language, like storytelling, 
is kinship that runs thicker 
than water. The imagination 
is nourished, aw e reinstated 
and lessons a te  drawn from 
natural hannony.

Now more than ever wc 
have  to  rescue  that sense 
o f  being part o f  something 
grea ter than ourselves and 
no t crave  m erely  to  ow n, 
p o sse ss  and m ake m oney 
through indiscrim inate de­
struction. Thcrc is so much 
more to sustain us all in Me­
ghalaya 's forests than coal 
and limestone. W hat lives 
and grows in the w ild is part 
o f  our culture. Sec Bah So 
K hongsit's Ki Dieng bad Ka 
Culturc Jong Ngi- (Trees and 
OurCulturc) aslim  booklet 
that would m ake Fabindia 
salivate. Likewise Kiba Ngi 
Khot Ja  ( Those W hich Wc 
Recognise as *Ja*). is a  trea­
sure trove listing resources 
and w ild foods for birds, ani­
mals, bees and humans. Ja 
means ricc in Khasi and also 
refers generally to  food.

Wc have to stop thinking 
o f  Nature* as an O ther out 
thcrc, for she is  not. She 
is pan  o f  us, ccntral to our 
cultu rc  and anchoring our 
world-view. Without her wc 
will lose our unique identity 
and no amount o f  money can 
ever buy that back. Bring 
the w ilderness back into our 
midst and  let the cause so 
dear to Kong L ato 's heart 
also bccomc ours.

* F or more information  
sev: Limestone M ining and  
Its Environm ental Implica­
tions in Meghalaya: Lamare. 
R E. <S Singh. O  R . ENVIS 
Bulletin Himalayan Ecology'. 
Vo! 24.2016

NEP 2020:
A call for 

collaboration
Editor,
I w rite  to  express my 

conccrns regarding the rc- 
ccnt and o n g o n g  discord  
between the Meghalaya Col­
lege Teachers' ^ s o c ia tio n  
(MCTA) and North Eastern 
Mill University (NEHU) re­
garding the National Fduca- 
tion Policy 2020(NEP2020). 
While it is vital to cmbracc 
progress and rc ’orms in the 
education sector, it is equally 
c ru c ia l tha t stakeho lders  
work together to ensure the 
best interests o f  our students 
and educators.

Ihc  N EP 2 )2 0 , in tro ­
duced by the G overnment 
o f  India, aims to revolution­
ize the education landscape 
across the country. It envi­
sions a  holistic a id  inclusive 
approach to education, em ­
phasizing critical thinking, 
creativ ity , and  flexibility . 
Ihc  intent behind NEP 2020 
icom m endab le , as it accks 
to  p repa re  our y ou th  fo r

the challenges o f  the 21st 
ccntury.

However, the recent dis­
agreements between MCTA 
and  N EHU h ig h lig h t the 
challenges o f  implementing 
this policy effectively at the 
grassroots level. These dis­
agreements should serve as 
a reminder that the success 
o f  any educational reform  
depends on the collaboration 
and active participation o f  
all stakeholders, including 
teachers, universities, poli­
cym akers. and  local com ­
munities.

It is imperative that MCTA 
and NEHU. along with other 
educational institutions in 
M e g h a la y a , eng ag e  in  a 
constructive dialogue with 
the government and among 
themselves to address their 
concerns and provide valu­
able insights for the success­
ful implementation o f  NEP 
2020. Thiscollaboration will 
help tailor the policy to  the 
unique needs and challenges 
o f  our region while maintain­
ing its corc principles.

O ne o f  the s ign ifican t 
points o f  contention revolves 
around  the  flexibility  and

autonom y  o f  educa tional 
institutions. NF.P2020advo- 
catcs for greater autonomy, 
which can empower institu­
tions to innovate and adapt 
th e ir  cu rricu lum  to local 
needs. However, it is crucial 
that this autonom y is ba l­
anced w ith  accountability  
and transparency to  ensure 
that the quality o f  education 
is not compromised.

N EP 2020 has the poten­
tial to  be a transformative 
forcc in Indian education, 
but its success hinges on 
the willingness o f  all stake­
holders to  collaborate and 
address conccrns construc­
tively. I urge MCTA, NEHU, 
and the government to en ­
gage in open and inclusive 
discussions to find common 
ground and shape the policy 
to serve the best interests o f  
our students and educators.

E d u ca tio n  is  the b e d ­
rock o f  a nation's progress, 
and its success depends on 
the collcctivc efforts o f  our 
e d u c a tio n a l in s t itu tio n s , 
tcachers. and policym ak- 
crs. Let us work together to 
ensure that NE-P 2020 mily 
bccomcs a milestone in the

advancement o f  education 
in Meghalaya.

Yours ctc., 
Chingsan R Sangma 

Shillong -4

More 
investm ent 
needed for 

space science
Editor.
The cditcrial “ Scicncc, 

R eligion’’ (ST A ugust 29. 
2023) made interesting read­
ing. Tlx; controversy over tl>c 
naming o f  the lunar landing 
s ite  reflects the changing 
political landscape in India. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). which is currently in 
power, is a  II ndu nationalist 
party. The Congress Party, 
which was in pow er when 
Chandrayaan-1 crashed  in
2008. is a secular party. The 
naming o f  the lunar landing 
sites is a symbolic gesture 
that reflects the d ifferen t 
visions o f  InJia held by the 
BJP and the Congress Parly. 
Let u s keep the controversy

aside but lake note o f  a report 
by the Ind ian  S pace  A s­
sociation (ISpA) and Ernst
& Young that India's space 
economy is cxpcctcd to grow 
to $45 billion in the next 10 
y e a rs . Ihc  report also stales 
that the satellite launch scr- 
viccs segment is cxpcctcd to 
w itness ihc fastest growth 
due  to  increasing  private  
participation.

The spacc  econom y is 
a rap id ly  g row ing  sector, 
w ilh a global w orth o f  at 
least $469 billion according 
to the report o f  the World 
Economic Forum. 'Hie lerm 
‘space economy’ refers to ihc 
goods and services produced 
in spacc for use in spacc. 
such as mining the moon or 
asteroids for material . The 
spacc sector is no t only a 
grow th sector in its e lf  but 
also a key cnablcr o f  growth 
and efficiency in other sec­
to rs  . T he dep loym ent o f  
new spacc infrastructure has 
brought benefits to industries 
including meteorology, en­
ergy. telecom m unications, 
insurance, transport, mari­
tim e. av iation , and urban 
developm ent. India's recent

success w ith Chandrayaan-3 
has enhanced the cred ib il­
ity  o f  its spacc scctor and 
opened up opportunities for 
private participation in the 
scctor . The Moon mission 
w ill open up a num ber o f  
opportunities in the spacc 
tech scctor. giving a boost to 
the country’s  economy. Let 
us laud ISRO for the work it 
docs on a shoestring budget 
while it is incumbcnt upon 
the  G overnm ent o f  India 
to  cnhancc  the budget o f  
Indian Space Rcscarch O r­
ganisation. The Department 
o f  Spacc budget allocation 
o f  Rs 12.543.91 crorc for 
fiscal year 2023-24 should 
be enhanced to Rs 15,000 to 
Rs 20.000 crorc in the years 
ahead if  India is to do the sci­
cncc that is transformational 
and not incremental.

Yours ctc..
V K Lyngdoh, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers' 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong  l  imes

Political in trusion  pu ts  Indian 
h igher education  in c risis

University system 
dogged by Centre 
-State power tussle

By S a n  too Banerjee
The growing pow er tussle 

b e tw een  he C e n tre  and  
opposition-ruled states over 
the  m anagem ent co n tro l 
o f  the  U niversity  G rants 
C om m ission-funded  un i­
versities ir, states threatens 
to  ruin the sanctity  o f  the 
country 's higher education 
system. Chief ministers o f  a 
number o f  opposition states 
a n d  c e n tra l ly -a p p o in te d  
governors thcrc are at log­
gerheads with cach o the r 
over appointment o f  univer­
sity vice-chancellors (VCs). 
Both sides w ant politica l 
appointees o f  their choicc. 
Recently, Tamil N adu’s state 
assem bly passed tw o bills 
seeking to transfer the gov­
ernor's power in appointing 
VC’s of 13 state universities 
to  the sta te  governm en t. 
Last year, West B engal's 
sta te  legislative assem bly 
passed a bill to  m ake the 
chicf minister the chancellor 
o f  all state-run universities, 
replacing trie governor. The 
bill is yet :o get the gover­
n o r’s consent. The states 
o f  Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Jharkhand and  Rajasthan 
have  law? tha t underline 
the  need o r concurrence  
betw een the sta te  and  the 
governor on tl>c appointment 
o f  university VCs.

Lately, the issue has comc 
to a l)cad between West Ben­
gal C hicf Minister Mamata 
Banerjee and G overnor C. 
V. Ananda Bose, a form er 
bureaucrat turned Bharatiya 
J a n a ta  P arty  m em ber in
2019. over the appointment 
o f  sev eral senior professors 
a s interim vice-chanccllors 
o f  s ta te-run  un ive rs itie s . 
West Bengal Fducation M in­
ister Bratyj Basu urged the 
professors to turn down the 
g o v e rn o r’s appo in tm en ts  
w hile the  state is seeking 
legal opiriion. T he latest
appointm ent o f  Professor
Buddhadcb Sau. a BJP fol­
low er, a s p restig ious Ja - 
davpur University’s interim 
vicc-chan<cllor has taken 
the rift between the governor 
and the stale government to 
a new high as Basu accuscd 
A nanda  Hose o f  r e p e a t­
ed ly  flou ting  the  U G C’s 
vice-chancellor appointment 
gu ide lines that requ ire  a 
minimum iO-ycaracadcmic 
cxpcricncc as a professor. 
Reportedly. Prof. Sau docs 
not fully meet the criteria. 
M eanw hile, the  Suprem e 
C ourt has ordered that an 
ex erc is e  be im m ed ia te ly  
instituted I) appoint perma­
nent V Cs in the universities 
in West Bengal.

The Jad»v pur University 
has been running headless 
since June I after the term 
o f  Prof. Suranjan Das, an 
em inent historian, ended. 
I hc s ta te 's h ighe r educa ­
tion  departm ent is  ye t lo 
form  a search com m ittee  
fo r h is  s tc cc sso r . N o ta ­
bly. the university is listed 
am ong the w orld’s top in­
stitutes. Jadavpur University 
ranked 701-750 by the QS 
World University Rankings 
in 2023, and 182 in  Asia. 
In norm al circum stances, 
few could blame G overnor 
A nanda B*se for appoin t­
ing  an interim  VC at the 
university provided that it 
w as in consultation with the 
sta te  governm ent and the 
selected candidate met the 
IJGC criteria.

Last ye.tr. in November, 
a Suprem e C ourt ju d g e ­
ment said that university  
VCs must have served  10 
years as university profes­
so r a nd  his o r  he r nam e 
sh o u ld  be recom m ended  
by a scarch-cum -sclcction 
committee The apex court 
said a V C’s appointment has 
to be made from the names 
rccommcndcd by the search- 
cum -selcction com m ittee. 
The bench o f  Justices M.R. 
Shah and M.M. Sundresh 
referred  to Section 10(3) 
o f  the University Act. 2019 
w hich  p rovided  tha t the 
com m ittee should prepare 
a list o f  three persons for 
appointm ent a s VC based 
on the ir qualification and 
e lig ib ility  T he judgm en t 
dealt with a challenge by 
Professor N arendra Singh

Bhandari. w hose appoin t­
ment as VC o f  Soban Singh 
Jcena University was earlier 
set aside by the Uttarakhand 
High Court. The contention 
against Bhandari‘s appoint­
ment w as lhat he d id  not 
have the requisite 10-ycar 
teaching experience as pro­
fessor o f  ihc varsity. He had 
only 8.5 years’ experience 
as p rofessor until he  w as 
appointed as member o f  the 
Uttarakhand Public Scrvicc 
Com mission in 2017. How­
ever. lie made the case that 
while serving the Com mis­
sion he was on long leave 
and his lien continued on 
the post o f  professor. He was 
appointed VC in 2020.

“Merely because his lien 
was continued on the post o f  
a professor, it cannot be said 
that he continued to teach 
a n d 'o r he was having the 
teaching cxpcricncc during 
the period o f  lien. Even con­
sidering Article 319 o f  the 
Constitution, whi lc working 
as a member o f  the Public 
S c rv icc  C o m m issio n , he 
c ou ld  not have  rendered  
any other work on any other 
post."  Justice  Shah, w ho 
wrote the judgm ent, held. 
Ihc  court also rejcctcd his 
argument lhat he w as super­
vising Ph.D scholars while 
serving as a member o f  the 
Public Scrvicc Commission, 
and this ought to be consid­
ered as part o f  his teaching 
experience . “ Superv ising  
Ph.D scholars cannot be said 
to be having teaching expe­
rience as a professor in the 
university.” the court said, 
upholding the High Court 
verdict. In a somewhat simi­
lar ease, the apex court had 
earlier set aside the appoint­
ment o f  Dr. Rajasrcc M.S. as 
the VC o f  the A PJ Abdul Ka- 
lam Technological Univer­
sity. T hiruvananthapuram , 
in K erala. T he S uprem e 
Court had underscored the 
importance o f  a V C 's selec­
tion from a panel o f  names 
recommended by a search 
committee o f  academically 
eminent persons.

T hose  w ho spen t the ir 
w orking life  in academ ia 
a rc  c o n ce rn e d  a bou t the  
quality o f  functional heads 
o f  un ive rs itie s. In recent 
years, several vice-chancel- 
lors have been in the news 
though m ostly  fo r w rong 
reasons. Chandra Krishna- 
m urthy, e rs tw h ile  VC o f  
Pondicheriy University, had 
to ingloriously quit in 2016. 
Her forced resignation was 
not purely a resu lt o f  an 
ag itation  by students and 
faculty. Rather, the tipping 
point followed from the find­
ings o f  a high-level probe, 
which found her guilty o f  
acadcm ic fraud: involving 
claim s about books she had 
not w ritten and  for listing 
a fictitious D. Lit degree in 
hcrCV.

Earlier, in Bengal. Abhijit 
C hakrabarti, v icc-chanccl-
lor o f  Jadavpur University,
w as com pelled to  exit o f­
fice. W hile h is  failure  to 
meaningfully respond to a 
molestation case sparked a 
loud and energetic student 
agitation, he added fuel to 
the fire by getting students 
beaten up by the local police 
using his political clout. Last 
January, in an act o f  foresight 
o r pre-em ption, Rajasthan 
University vicc-chanccllor 
J. P. Singhal tendered his 
resignation a day before the 
I ligh Court was to dccide his 
fate over a petition filed by 
two Jaipur-based activists. 
The petitioners were ques­
tioning the acadcmic worth 
o f  the VC, who had barely 
completed seven months in 
oflicc.

Political intrusion in uni­
versities is nothing new in 
India. It began in the 1960s 
when Lefl parties and their 
student unions started vig­
orous campaigns to control 
educational institutions at 
all levels —  from schools 
lo universities. At that time, 
the fight was mostly between 
the Lefl and traditional C'on- 
g icss paily affiliated student
bodies. (IPAScrvicc)

https://www.youtubc.coin/
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Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

“ F o r  g r e e d  a l l  n a tu re  is  to o  l i t t le .”

—  L ucius A nnaeus Scncca

The Sh illong Times
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S ustainab le M ining  - An O xym oron
IT is evident that the halfa score cement companies 
located in Jaintia Hills alone would need to expand 
their area o f  liivestonc mining to sustain their busi­
ness in which the companies are heavily invested. It 
is also a travesty that most ot'thc limestone is located 
in and around he Narpuh W ildLife Sanctuary in 
East Jaintia Hills. Public hearings are the sine qua 
non for expanding the mining areas and these at best 
arc conducted in the breach by the State Pollution 
Control Board. These hearings arc meant to tick the 
boxes in government documents. As always, a public 
hearing on the expansion o f  mines is fraught. There 
arc members o f the surrounding communities that 
have foresight and are genuinely concerned about the 
environmental impacts o f  cement production. The 
fact that effluents from cement companies is what 
has virtually killed the Lukha river making it unsafe 
for riverine lifcshould have made the communities 
revisit their priorities. After all, it's a difficult choice  
between an environment that can sustain life and an 
industry that requires constant onslaught and erosion 
o f  this life sustaining environment.

It is a fact Mat large-scale mining operations, 
especially those using open-pit mining techniques, 
can result in sigiiticant deforestation through forest 
clearing and the construction o f  roads which open 
remote forest areas to transient settlers, land specula­
tors, and miners owners. These settlers and miners 
arc probably a greater threat to the biodiversity that 
exem plifies the north eastern region as a whole 
and Meghalaya in particular. The Narpuh W ildlife 
Sanctuary is known to be the home o f  the hoolock 
gibbons and whatever is left o f  them. This should 
have been the single most propelling reason to stop 
further alienation o f forest land for mining purposes. 
But it appears that even those in charge o f  protecting 
the environment are mostly engaged in giving out 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) clearances 
to mining industries because they arc also acting 
at the behest o f  the mining companies or are under 
pressure from central government authorities.

What is also o f  concern is the division within 
the community. W hile a section is against allow­
ing further expansion o f  mining areas by cement 
companies, others arc ready and willing to be part 
o f  the consensus group that is ready to part with 
community land and hcncc in direct confrontation 
with the dissenting group. This is what created the 
ruckus recently in East Jaintia Hills and led to a con­
frontation between these two groups. Whether the 
division is based on ignorance alone or the pursuit 
o f  wealth by one group and the futuristic vision o f  
the other group is difficult to assess. Perhaps the time 
is not far o f f  when the impact o f  encroachment into 
forest areas by people with mining interests will be 
felt. By then it might be too late as is the case with 
the several dozens o f  coke plants in the same district 
which have now been brought down courtesy the 
Meghalaya High Court.

An Open letter 
to the NLCN

By Albert Thyrniang

L etters  to  the E d ito r

Chandrayaan-3  
ignites debate  
over India's 

secular values
Editor,
In a surprising  turn o f  

events, the C haniravaan 3 
m ission. India's im bitious 
luna r explora tion  p ro jec t, 
has  com e under sc ru t in y  
for w hat som e c ritics a re  
calling an overbearing Hin­
du  in f lu e n ce , spa rk ing  a 
debate  o v e r  the  country 's 
com m itm ent to  its secular 
p rinc ip les . T h e  unveiling  
o f  the Chandrayaan 3 mis­
sion em blem , featuring the 
iconic imagery' of the moon 
go ddess C handram aa and 
the symbolic representation 
o f  Shiv Shakti. has sparked 
a heated national debate over 
the balance between cultural 
heritage and India's secular 
principles .While many view 
this as a celebration o f  India's 
cultural heritage, others arc 
voicing concerns tha t such 
overt relig ious symbolism 
goes against the principles 
o f  a secular state.

Critics argue tkat the use 
o f  a Hindu deity o i a nation­
ally  funded and  significant 
scien tific  cn d ca \o u r blurs 
the lines betw een religion 
and state. They feir that this 
could alienate India's diverse 
population, which includes a
multitude oficligious, fail)in,
and  b e lie fs . The m ission  
emblem 's Hindu symbol ism, 
they say. sends : m essage

that the government may be 
favouring one religion over 
others, thereby diluting the 
secular fabric o f  the nation. 
Supporters o f  the mission, 
how ever, contend that the 
use o f  Chandram aa's image 
is a  reflection o f  India's rich 
cultural tapestry and its his­
torical connection to space 
exploration. They point out 
tha t space m issions often  
draw  inspiration from vari­
ous sources, including art. 
literature, and mythology, to 
sym bolize human curiosity 
and aspiration.

T he Indian governm ent 
has responded to  the contro­
versy by em phasizing that 
the use o f  Chandram aa's im ­
age is not meant to  promote 
any  particular religion but 
is in tended  to be  a repre ­
sentation o f  India's cultural 
heritage. They maintain that 
the  country's secular values 
remain intact, and the mis­
sion is a testament to  India's 
sc ien tific  and  te ch n o lo g i­
cal prow ess. Scholars and 
experts arc divided  on  the 
issue . Som e a rgue  tha t a 
n a tio n 's  c u ltu ra l sym bols 
can coexist with its secular 
ideals, w hile o thers caution 
a g a in s t m ix in g  re lig io u s  
and scientific endeavours on 
such a public platform.

T he Chandrayaan 3 m is­
sion itself remains a crucial 
endeavour for India, aiming 
to build  upon the successes 
o f  its predecessors and fur­
ther the  nation 's spacc  ex ­
p lo ra tio n  c ap a b ilitie s . As 
the debate over the m ission's 
emblem symbolism rages on.

lX*ar members o fthe  'N a ­
tional Liberation Council o f  
N ongkyndong" (NLCN),

I am w riting  to  you  to 
share some o f  my thoughts 
w hich m ay resona te  with 
you . I do  no t know  y o u r 
background. I do  not know 
the reasons w hy you  d e ­
c ided  to fo rm  the NLCN. 
T he nature  and  in ten tions 
o f  your organisation are not 
known. But as the name sug­
gests you w ant to liberate 
the 'Nongkyndong* o r rural 
Meghalaya. But w hat do you 
desire to set the rural villages 
free from ? The police  say 
you w ant to p rom ote your 
ideals through th e  violent 
method.

O ne assum ption fo r the 
reason for NLCN is unem ­
ployment. Hveryone agrees 
that unemployment is a huge 
problem  and a genuine con­
cern. Last year in O ctober 
this issue echoed in a rally 
nrynnUivI hy I hi* Federation 
o f  K hasi-Ja intia  and  G aro 
People (FK JG P) in the heart 
o f  Shillong . The fac t that 
hundreds o f  youths partici­
pated in the march tells the 
sad sta te  o f  job lessness in 
the state. T his year towards 
the end o f  May and begin­
ning o f  June almost ha lf o f  
the state w as in protest mode 
show ing solidarity w ith the 
fast o f  the V PP’s  top leader 
w ho dem anded the  review 
o f  the state 's jo b  reservation 
policy. The masses somehow 
believe that i f  the policy is 
changcd it will banish unem­
ployment.

Unem ploym ent c an ’t be 
solved by the gun. Kor em ­
ploym ent you need educa­
tion . But even  e duca tion  
alone  m ay no t b e  enough 
to  secure a jo b . S k ills are 
needed. Paul Lyngdoh drew 
flak for criticizing the VPP 
a cc u s in g  them  o f  g a lv a ­
nising crow ds for political 
gains and for injecting into 
the socicty the notion that a 
relook o f  the jo b  reservation 
policy will greatly benefit the 
Khasi and Jaintia youths. Be­
sides his doubts, the minister 
points to the bigger problem, 
un-em ployability . U n-cm - 
ployability is precisely the 
lack o f  skills. Lack o f  skills 
m akes one un fit fo r jo b s . 
O ur youths m ay be degree 
holders. But do  they possess 
the necessary skills? Do they 
h a v e  su ffic ie n t language  
(speaking, w riting and read­
ing), and arithm etic skills? 
Are they trained for spccilic 
sk ills like  com m unication, 
com puter, carpentry, w eld­
ing. mechanics, beautician, 
cooking, elec trica l, mobile 
repa iring , farm ing  and so 
on? It is skills that fetch em ­
ployment. By employment I 
don 't m ean government jobs. 
U nfortunately em ploym ent 
has been w rongly equated 
with governm ent job . This

it h ighlights b roader ques­
tions about how a country 
can  c e le b ra te  its  c u ltu ra l 
heritage w hile upholding the 
principles o f  secularism. In 
a nation as  diverse a s India, 
where people from different 
backgrounds com e together
lo  form  a  un ified  w hole , 
s tr ik ing  the rij*ht ba lance  
between cultural expression 
and  secularism  rem ains an 
ongoing challenge. A s Chan- 
drayaan -3  p ropels India's 
space explora tion  jou rney  
forward, the nation grapples 
with the implications o f  its 
cultural past on its path to 
a s c ien t if ica lly  a dvanced  
future.

Yours etc., 
Maven Nongmm, 

Via email

A global 
political village  
in the horizon

lid  i tor.
It w as  in te r e s t i n g  to  

listen to the  Prim e M inis­
ter's speech after the Chan- 
drayaan-3 historic landing 
on the moon. This is India's 
biggest achievement in spacc 
yet the Prime M inister also 
chose to laud India's achieve­
ment as an achievement o f  
the w orld and he also said 
th a t In d ia 's  a c h ie v em e n t 
should  insp ire  the G lobal 
South to follow  in India's 
footsteps. He a lso  said he 
hoped that in  the future they 
w ill rep lica te  su c h  fea ts.

notion must be dism antled. 
It isa lso  noted that enterprise 
and  hard work will disband 
unemploymert.

You might have seen else­
w here that militant groups 
a re  form ed, they surrender 
and they get a few lakhs from 
th e  governm ent. T hey  are 
now living quite comfortably 
doing business with extorted 
and  government aided mon­
ey. I f  you choose this route 
it is for the governm ent to 
answer. O ne c m  never agree 
with this policy. It is unfair to 
o ther youths.

You are from ‘nongkyn­
dong '. O ne disturbing sight 
in the villages is that many 
school and  co llege  go ing  
youths no longer want to  do 
farm ing . T hey  d o n 't  help 
their parents before or after 
school. O n o ff days and dur­
ing lh<* w inter holidays loo
they loiter a ra in d  busy with 
smartphones. It is only the 
uneducated that arc fanners. 
Jobless youths prefer to  be 
c ab s  and  sum o d rivers  in 
Shillong and in other district 
headquarters. This is not a 
healthy sign. vou could help 
to  rev e rse  this trend . The 
e ducated  can a lso  becom e 
e n te rp ris in g  farm ers. T he 
government is offering help 
to  individuals w ho w ant to 
take up farming.

You may retort ‘how to 
get education ' and 'how  to 
acquire skills. True there are 
no schools and colleges in 
th e  villages. Even i f  there 
are, they don’t function prop­
erly. They are in a dilapidated 
state. Teachers are irregular. 
All the good institutions are 
in urban areas.’ You are right. 
But 1 don 't usderstand how 
A K47s can ckangc the sce­
nario. It will worsen the situ ­
a tion. I f  you ere in villages, 
even the remotest o f  them, 
you can  make a difference 
by being over-ground activ­
ists. You can lead the w ay by 
taking ownership o f  the LP 
schools in the villages. Ask 
the m anaging eommittec to 
follow up on  the teachers. 
In fo rm  th e  a u th o ri tie s  i f  
teachers neglect their duties. 
M ake sure the funds for the 
schools are utflized properly. 
Inspector o f  schools and the 
education minister may not 
reach  the v illage  schoo ls  
but i f  villagers them selves 
assum e responsibility they 
c an  transform  the presen t 
hopelessness. Your role in 
this regard is a better option 
than being 'R obin Hoods'.

I t is claim e j  you are from 
Jaintia Hills a id  West Khasi 
Hills. Some o f  you may be 
too young, but other might 
have worked in coal mines. 
N ow  y o u  can do  it o n ly  
clandestinely. You may com ­
plain that you have no work

T he m ain takeaw ay from  
w hat the  Prim e M in iste r  
said is that the w orld is m ov­
ing closer to becoming one 
g loba l v illage  po litica lly  
thereby paving the way for 
some sort o f  a robust form 
o f  global governance in the 
not-too-distant future.

( '  risis. collective stmggle, 
suffering, tragedy, loss and 
pain has resulted in not just 
a particu lar com m unity or 
country but the entire world 
coming closer together. What 
happened in  the  I950 's  in 
N aga lan d  resu lted  in the 
people o f  Nagaland becom ­
ing a coherent community.
I feel the diverse tribes o f  
Nagaland with m utually un­
intelligible dijlccts w ouldn’t 
have  becom e  a c o h e re n t 
g roup had it no t been  b e ­
cause o fth e  crisis, suffering, 
tragedy, loss and  pain they 
suffered collectively in  the 
1950's. Likewise the freedom 
struggle  m araged  to unite 
the  people  o f Ind ia  from  
K anyakum ari to  K ashm ir; 
had it not been because o fthe  
freedom struggle, India be­
coming a single entity would 
have been really difficult to 
achieve because o f  the great 
lingu istic  d iv ide  betw een 
the north andsouth, cast and 
west. At the global level, the 
suffering, tragedy, loss and 
pain that the w orld ex p e ­
rienced during W orld War
II brought th; world closer 
together and resulted in the 
formation o f  ihc U nited Na­
tions which paved the way 
for the  semblance o f  global

now . T h is  m ay b e  o ne  o f  
the reasons for you to form 
the NLCN. As responsible 
youths w c  should  sec  that 
mining does not damage the 
en v ironm en t. We can see  
that the ecology in the coal 
rich areas in Ja in tia  H ills 
and West Khasi H ills are ir­
revocably impaired. We see 
pro tests against TO PCEM  
a n d  o th e r  c em e n t p la n ts  
because they choke human 
beings. Coke plants are also 
being  dem o lished  in  your 
hom e d is tr ic ts .  Jo b s  and  
unsustainable developm ent 
can never com pensate  for 
c lean  a ir. c lean  w ater and 
clean soil.

O ne o f  the m ethods to 
change rural M eghalaya is to 
change the w ay elections and 
electioneering are conducted 
here. More than in the cities, 
e lections in m ral areas are 
a tam asha. a cele b ra tio n . 
They a rc  joyrides, dancing, 
singing, eating, drinking and 
making merry out o f  gener­
ous cash doled out by can­
didates. Tli is scene is most 
visible in Jaintia Hills. West 
Khasi Hills is not far behind. 
T he last elections w ere the 
m o s t b la ta n t a n d  b raz en  
show o f  extravagance. In this 
scandalous show  the youths 
are  active participants. Prob­
ably you might have seen the 
sight in Sohiong where drunk 
youngsters danced atop a taxi 
literally crushing it with their 
w eight. M oney plays havoc 
in elections. In the last elec­
tions, sincc it w as for the first 
time 1 voted in my village, 1 
discovered that money was 
the deciding factor. D evelop­
ment and perform ance w as a 
nil consideration. The ML A 
and candidate distributed at 
least Rs. 10.000 to each o f  
the families supporting him. 
O n voting day Rs 1000 was 
giflcd to each voter. O n the 
day  o f  the resu lts support­
e rs  were treated to  a parting 
feast. W hen I this pointed 
ou t on  social m edia many 
ridiculed me including young 
people. T here  w as hard ly  
any voice against this d is ­
grace. Exccpt for a few. all 
the 'S engbhalang ' (pressure 
groups) kept mum. It seems 
there a re  no more conscien­
tious youths.

You know w ell that our 
representatives are not held 
a c c o u n tab le . T h ere  is no 
s c ru t in y  o f  the  sc h em e s  
implemented. N o questions 
arc asked because we have 
a cc ep te d  food , d rink  and 
m oney from candidates. Wc 
d o n 't  even  ask w here  the  
money used during election­
eering comes from. I f  he or 
she is already an MLA, the 
m oney  could  be from  the 
schemes and projects meant 
for the public. A portion was

governance that exists in the 
w orld today.

Yours etc., 
G ary Marbaniang, 

Via email

Suprem e  
C ourt on RTI

Editor.
The Supreme Court has 

directed the C entral Infor­
m ation C om m ission (CIC) 
and  the  State Inform ation 
Com missions (SICs) to  en ­
sure proper implementation 
o f  the mandate o f  Section 4 
o f  the RTI Act under which 
the  public  au th o ritie s  are 
statutorily obliged to  main­
tain a ll public records and 
to  dissem inate information 
for easy accessibility to the 
public.

The o rder cam c from  a 
three-judge Bench o f  C hief 
Ju stice  DY C'handrachud, 
Justice  PS N arasim ha and 
Justice JB PanJiwalaon a pe­
tition filed by K ishan (  hand 
Jain seeking effective imple­
m entation o f  the  m andate 
o f  Section 4 o f  the RTI Act 
dealing with the obligations 
o f  the public.

R epeated  in terven tions 
by various courts to enforce 
the  p rov isions o f  the RTI 
Act highlight a concerning 
trend. P ie  increasing num ­
ber o f  law suits a t both the 
CIC and SICs indicates that 
the public is being denied 
access to  in form ation  fo l­
lowing RTI guidelines. The 
Department o f  Personnel and

taken from them. That's why 
the sub-standard work every­
where. W hen roads a rc  dam ­
aged the rains arc blamed. 
In reality the w hole amount 
w as not spent. Cuts, includ­
ing for the M LA, were done. 
Shoddy works are more pro­
nounced in villages. Works 
are not only inferior, but in 
m any cases only one-third 
o r h a lf is done. Even the Rs. 
10,000 o r Rs. 30,000 given 
to fam ilies and individuals 
could be from some schemes. 
N o candidate w ill take out 
money from his own pocket. 
T he MLA is sure no one  will 
bother bccausc voters have 
been taken  care  o f  during  
e lec tions. E lection  m oney 
com es also from contractors 
and businessmen w ho hope 
to get the bulk o f  contracts 
a fte r  the election. It is  in 
this regard that liberation is 
needed.

You may witness corrup­
tion  and  n epo tism  e v ery ­
where. Though in policc cus­
tody. you might have heard 
that the state government has 
appointed two sons o f  M LAs 
and an aide o f  another MLA 
a s members to select appli­
can ts for governm ent jobs 
in  N orth G aro  H ills . This 
"anti-corruption nepotism " 
is laughable. N ot only in that 
district, but your MLAs too 
practice nepotism otherwise 
w hy should  they  prom ise  
jobs to  individuals prior to 
elections. In Nongstoin only 
friends and family members 
o f  the form er M LAs are ap­
pointed in different offices. 
T his is frustrating for you  
and for all youths.

You know  first-hand the 
level o f  poverty in rural ar­
eas. You see the im balance 
betw een the cities and  the 
rem ote  v illages, the  ever- 
w iden ing  gap  betw een the 
r ich  a nd  poor. Y our ow n 
M LA s/M D Cs have expen­
sive cars, palatial residences 
a lso in Shillong, huge lands 
and thriving businesses. You 
might have seen the police 
and pressure groups extort­
ing money from trucks on 
highways. You ask. “it they 
can extort, why not us too?” 
There are no easy answers. 
But w hat is wrong is wrong. 
G etting  rich the d ishonest 
w ay is not right.

H ope you  a rc  se t fre e  
i f  you have not com m itted 
any crim e. Hope you realise 
you r m is takes. Y our path 
w o n 't  lead  to  you r goa ls  
being accomplished. Better 
to  contribu te  the peaceful 
way. The world may be un­
fair but violence is no solu­
tion. It is nev e r the answer 
to  backw ardness, poverty, 
c o rru p tio n , in ju s tic e , un ­
e m p lo y m e n t and  lack  o f  
o p p o rtu n itie s . It lib e ra te s  
n e ither the  'N o n g so r ' nor 
'Nongkyndong*.

Training had issued an Office 
M em orandum  m andating  
third-party audits, but par­
ticipation in these audits had 
been lacking. T his situation 
is especially troubling since 
it n ecessita tes the  h ighest 
court in the country to step 
in to safeguard the RTI Act. 
The RTI Act w as enacted to 
bring transparency and ac­
countability  to  the system , 
and any denial o f  infonna- 
tion runs counter to  the very 
essence o f  the RTI Act. The 
right app roach  w ill be to 
ensure that the public has ac- 
ccss to essential information 
without the need for formal 
requests, promoting a more 
open and informed society.

This ruling is a significant 
boost for RTI activists, who 
tirelessly  w ork to  promote 
transparency  and  account­
a b ility  w ith in  the  system . 
T heir efforts are crucial in 
u p h o ld in g  th e  p r in c ip le s  
on which the RTI Act w as 
founded, and  this directive 
from  the  Sup rem e  C ourt 
re inforces the  im portance  
o f  the ir w ork. It serves as 
a reminder that the RTI Act 
is a vital tool for ensuring 
G overnm ent accountability 
and  that it m ust be upheld 
and enforced diligently

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The S h illong  Times

Protcc:ing the  Strong..! 
This morning I received 

a video  from O rissa  o f  a 
c h u rc h  group  w ho  w ere  
stopped from worshipping 
by a police group. I watched 
a s  the church serv ice  was 
stopped by the policc and the 
priest dragged to the police 
station. He w as let o ff  later, 
bccausc the only reason he 
w as taken w as to harass him 
and  cause fear am ong the 
parishioners.

But I want to move away 
from that scene a s  it is be­
com ing increasingly com ­
mon. I want to move across 
to w hy a majority com m uni­
ty  is bothered by minorities? 
Do the majority community 
realise they a rc  ju st being 
hoodw ink 'd , that fear is be­
ing im pos 'd  into their minds 
about issnes which there is 
nothing to fear about?

Let's  tike  the ‘anti-con­
ve rsion’ law that w c hear 
so much about. Very often 
I go  out o f station and stay 
with a close friend o f  mine 
in h is  heme. H e does the  
same when he comes to my 
c ity . A t his hom e, I open 
m y Bible and  pray in the 
guestroom he always throws 
open for me even as I know 
from the incense smells that 
waft to my room that either 
he o r his wife arc doing their 
pooja.

Many times in our discus­
sions I b in g  references to 
the Bible, and  he does the 
same front Hindu scriptures. 
Not once has he felt threat­
ened by this o r I by him.

Now comes an imaginary 
sccne, the doorbell rings and 
a policeman at the door says 
to him. "Sir w c have com c to 
arrest yonr friend! He w as 
trying to  convert you!’’

I can imagine my friend 
say ing , "D o I look like  a 
weak man?”

"N o  s r ,  it is  not about 
you. It is  ibout him!”

"N o it is about m e," says 
my friend, "W hen you comc 
to give me protection, you 
make me appear weak!"

In other words what the 
policeman is actually say ­
ing is. "Wc don 't feel you 
arc strong enough to  protect 
yourself!" That is  exactly  
what thcs.’ laws arc actually 
say ing , “Wc feel you  a rc  
w eak, so w e w ant to spend 
taxpayers money in defend­
ing you!"

U m y frirnd rra lly  w«v.nl:,>
O n the contrary I feel that 
most H inius in our country 
are strong in their faith, as 
e ven with C h ris tian s and 
M uslim s ruling our nation 
for nearly  f ive  ccn tu ric s  
and before that w ith Bud­
dhism  a k o  being practiccd 
by rulers, the  im pact w as 
hardly fcfc!

A nd s.-), w ith  L ove- J i­
had. W hat th is  law  te lls  
o u r w omen is, “You can 't 
control your hearts!" Really? 
Is that how your daughter 
o r mine is? Do our women 
realise they arc being callcd 
weak?

W c a re  no t w eak  but 
s tr o n g  p e o p le !  S t ro n g  
enough tc send a  spacecraft 
to  the  moon. Learn to  be 
d iscerning and realise that 
to distract us from real issues 
that w e need to vote  on, wc 
arc being made to  fear shad­
ows. froir which wc need no 
protection..!

But tlwrc arc also those 
that ge t converted ou t o f  
their own free will and those 
who marry out o f  love, well 
here ':: a ro th e r im aginary  
story for them:

The poor m an w ho had 
converted from the religion

o f  his forefathers to  that o f  a 
so-called foreign god. stood 
in front o f a  judge  in a court­
room  som ew here in India 
wearing a loin cloth and a bit 
o f  a d iscarded shirt.

"D id  you  change  you r 
religion out o f  your ow n free 
will?" asked the  judge.

"Yes. your honour."
"W as th e re  any  a llu re ­

m ent o r  in ducem en t tha t 
nude  you do so?"

"Yes your honour!" said 
the poor man and the court­
room buzzed  w ith excite ­
ment.

"W hat w as the  induce­
m ent o ffe red?"  a sked  the 
judge , peering a t the poor 
tribal and getting  ready to 
elose the case.

"The prom ise  o f  an a t­
tractive spiritual life and o f  a 
G od who listens to  me!"

"Was there no other in­
ducement?"

"N o your honour. I was 
not o ffered  any money to 
changc m y G od. as I was 
o ffe red  by a ll th e  c a n d i­
dates in the last e lections lo 
change my vote! A nd your 
honour?"

"Yes?" said the judge.
"W hen political parties 

o ffer free TV ’s, free e lec­
tricity. cheap rice  and free 
housing.."

"Yes. yes I know!" said 
the judge.

"Isn't that allurem ent and 
inducement?"

"1 am the  one asking the 
questions!" said the judge.

"1 am  sorry your honor. 
And your honour'?”

"I to ld  y o u  I a m  th e  
o ne ..."

"I an) a poor man..."
"Yes I know ," sa id  the 

judge.
"Poor and uneducated!"
"1 know that!”
"Starving and hungry!"
"W hat are you leading 

up to?" asked the impatient 
judge.

"But you have still given 
me the freedom to vote!"

'T h a t is the right o f  every 
citizen o f  th is country!” said

the judge proudly, "and it is 
my duty to  sec that no one 
stops you from  exercising 
this right!"

"T hank  you  y o u r hon­
our!."  sa id  the  poo r m an 
and  the re  w as a hu sh  in  
the courtroom  as he drew  
h im se lf  to  his full he ight 
and said. " If  I. your honour, 
ran  K* trusted with lh«* right 
to  vo te  a governm ent out 
o f  pow er, then why your 
honour can't I the sam e poor 
man be trusted to  change my 
religion and my God when 1 
want to. without having to 
givcan explanation to you or 
any officer in this country? 
Let me test another god as 
much as 1 test a new  govern­
ment! I f  I am  good enough 
to vote then your honour 1 
am good enough to choose 
my faith!"

T here was silcnce in the 
courtroom as the poor man 
sat down.

So. be prudent and  dis­
cerning dear reader. D on't 
be fooled by the loud noise 
o f  savage drum beats, caused 
by the laws o f  hate and divi­
sion, even as the beautiful 
conversation o f  peace given 
by the tapestry o f  a  div erse 
yet united nation is slowly 
but su re ly  rem oved  from  
beneath us. under the guise 
o f ’protection!'

T he A uthor conducts an 
O nline W riters and  Speak­
ers Course. For more details 
uend u thumbs up to  him  on
W h atsA p p  9X 92572883. 
Email: bobsbanter(«:gmail. 
com


