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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 3

Parents greatly influence the attitudes ’

wsychological needs of the child , Out of the biological
‘ﬁeeds » the most important aspect of child rearing is the

Psychological needs like » affection , security » recognition ,

*asp0nsibility and others which requires parent's competency

;fh providing the psychological wants , But regarding this
’”:ychological aspect , the needs of providing them vary from
-ﬁociety to society , or from one culture to another , it
w@pends on the social system which they have inherited whether

iarchal , Matriarchal s Bilateral family etc , Because the



l1d through a daily interaction with all the members of
fami ly;., °

Psychologists have been engaged in multifarious
gﬁentury but soon recognised the complexities of such problems

- and were led to development of theories » Sophistication of
esearch strategies and refinement of measuring instruments .

fowever , these efforts were not satisfactorily fruitful .,

,ﬁ The past several years witnessed a rather

f;harp decline in number of studies on parent-child relationship
;The situation in India remained still worse . Parmeswaran

ji(1972) surveyed 120 studies on developmental psychology in

ICSSR publication and found that only three of them related

to parent-child relations . He aptly remarks that "parent-
.khhlld relationship which has been extensively investigated in

j the USA , has received little attention from Indian research

f_workers" (Tiwari 1979 ) .



3

The cultural anthropologists! view of child

The cultural prescriptions for child rearing ,

ﬁMlth regard to achievement vary from culture to culture ,

' The cultural prescription for child rearing in iime cultures
3 Wi
- call for gentle handling of an infant togethegfprompt and

&
X

&fmomplete attention to all his needs , where as other cultures
}ﬁhdvocate rather severely frustrating treatment of infant and
young child o ( Naik 1978 ) .

. The culture of any so'ciety is a changing stream
'Ein which cultural continuities and discontinuities are
?focpuring constantly o The point of emphasig here is that
;@the child is the focal point of this recurring relationship
i&between the cultures of the successive generations , Turhing
g}to cultural continuity , we see that the child is the-carrier
}yand connecting link between the cultures of the succeeding

- generations o Kirkpatrick (1963) has already emphasised this



H point in these words " There has always been some awareness
i-that important social continuities depend upon the parent-

i child relationship " , '
b The work of the cultural anthropologists in the
. Past several decades has shown that many forms of behaviour do
;:in fact differ considerably from one culture or society to

‘{ another o Margaret Mead (1935) a leading anthropologist ,

é has shown quite convincingly that many male-~female differences
* in behaviour wich we tend to think of as universal and an
inherent part of male and female nature are actually deter=-
mined through the social learning process and differ widely
from one culture to another . Mead examined the role beha-
viours associated with ( and expected from ) males and
females in three primitive societies 5 The Arapesh , the
Tehambulil and the Mundugumor + In the former she found

( that both males and females are expected to behave in a
jﬂ'relatively passive manner similar to our expectations for

the female role o Among the Mundugumor , both males and
females act in a dominant » aggressive manner we expect of
males in our society Among the Tehambuli , our male =
i;famale role differentiation is reversed » that is , the
*ermale is expected to act in a dominant aggressive manner

~ while the male is relatively passive and compassionate .



)

v - The patterned ways of behaving , of thinking
_&fandvfeeling which we call cultyre » also influence a child®s

- development by the time he can talk o« The influence of

- Culture on chilg development is Seen most clearly in studies

3:6t-prim1tive Societies that have different child=care

B Ctices , 1 osone societies , affection fop children
%”pre-dominates ;

i in other , children experience indifference

- and in yet others n anxiety provoking " treatment o In one

gﬁtribe » for example » the baby is 3 pl

aything , passed
jﬁaround from one




- Character of their biological drives » basic needs and

otions o ( Verman 1982) ,

" In every human being , drives are clearly
gﬁanifested right from birth as it is an inherited biological
*%roduct o There are primary and secondary drives .

q?rimary drives are hunger , thirst , rest and sleep ,
j}limination » breathing activity and sensory stimulation o
ex becomes a drive later on o While the primary drives are
jfnot learned the secondary drives are learned o Various

ﬁlearnlng factors are assumed to explain the effects of
f$econdary drives o In contrast to physiological needs there

e social needs or psychological needs o

Maslow (1954) proposed a hierarchical set of
1ve basic needs (1) Physiological (2) safety (3) love and

-@%elongingness (4) self-esteem and (5) self-actualisation °
The physiological needs are hunger , thirst etc o The

_f%afety needs are centered around the requirements of

€5 a sense of insecurity o When the child has this sense

: I Security and trust in people and the world » he develops
f“ffectionate relationship with other people and tries to



18 now able to function well in interpersonal situations .
 fourth level in the hierarchy constitutes the esteem

ds , the desire for achievement and competence , for
independence and freedom » for reputation and prestige

élly » appears the need for self-actualisation . According
Maslow , this is the highest level of motivational

r énisation o It refers to a man's desire for self

filment , to realise his potentialities . One of the

ther is spontaneity in both behaviour and his inner life ,

1s problem centered and not egocentric like the insecure

Families exist everywhere and have existed

oughout human existence on this planet o Everyone belongs
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,HﬂThe family is the very cradle of human groups . Family
E,experience is necessary to turn a newborn infant - a less
@3fhan human puking , bawling brat with visceral urges - into
q?a'full human being‘with values and standards and the ability
ito live harmoniously with other people/P<£¢°kQ)9GZL

Psychologists , educators and sociologists all
~ agree that the family is the most significant single influence
ffon the development of the child . The family is the/major'
i environmenta1 influence and remains throughout life the most
?ﬁpervasive of all influences . It is in the family that the
Aichild learns the basic norms of the society , he elther
;;learns to trust people or to be fearful and uncertain of
.;:others o It is in the home that the child first experiences
ﬁ?the meaning of love o It is here that he comes to experience
};the give and take of family life , It is within the family
?ithat he imbibes the sentiment of loyalty to the group .
%iThus » through the relationship with the mother , brother ,
;}and Sister etc , the child learns of the affective aspects
f;of iife ,

! According to Erikson (1960) , these earliest

~ interaction between a mother and her infant lay the ground
;;work for the child's development of a sense of trust or

jﬁdistrust in the world , Rewarding and gratifying experien-
?foes With his mother lead the infant to trust her and others "
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In contrast , a mother who.is not dependable , does not
 ninister to the child's needs satisfactorily , produces a

Sense of distrust of her which later becomes a generalisa-

ffftion of the world .

4
s

The family through the parents » Serves the

b child and society best when it provides an atmosphere of

r acceptance , when the child receives love and encouragement .
;.The child should have an opportunity to take on responsibili-

- ties and make choices at an early stage in life °
(Naik 1978 ) .

The basic needs of the child are affection , a
?Jreeling of security and recognition . The baby ordinarily
@‘received considerable attention and affection from his mother
i,or a person incharge of his care , The importance of this
fihas been stress-ed recently in connection with change
Eﬂconcerning child care during early infancy o The child needs
 to see the same face often so that he may not frustrate by

@ having to adjust to many different people . The home provides
fwfor his needs and a child become attached to a person
:fresponsible for providing for his needs , There is evidence
that the younger a child is when deprived of the sense of
fsecurity and affection , the more serious will be the

'feffect on his personality o Affection during the first two
Or three years of life is most important ,
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The development of a well adjusted personality

not a result of accidents but rather of forces and con=

ing_reared in a home where the parents are well adjusted ,

%I he is given a reasonable amount guided liberty , rather

make-up are factors that operate in an interrelated manner in
‘\

affeeting the growing personalilty . (Garrison 1960) o
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Personality adjustment refers to a harmonious

7

ationship between the person and the environmedt‘. Gates
(1963) say that the term adjustment refers both to a 'process’
and a 'state' o A person feels adjusted when his needs ,
Sicél , psychological and social , are satisfied . These

eds may be in the field of home , school and society to
which an individual belongs .

Adjustment is an important personality factor
"ﬁich influences the relationship to others . The adjusted
individual is sald to be mentally sound , who seems to be

y in every walk of life o On the other hand ,‘a mal-
adjusted individual is disturbed with marked failures in life
f%ﬁ wnsatisfactory relations with others . (Singh, Sinha and

lookerjee 1982)

¢

k Way and Adler (1956) report that the variation

: adjustment in different aspects of life shown by a child
l_contfibute much by the type of family . These studies show

e importance of family in affecting the adjustment of individuals .
ter adjustment in all levels of life is possible , if the



fﬁf the parents are not well adjusted they will give the child
'@ poor model to immitate and this is likely to lead to
‘mal-adjustment similar te that of his parents . (Phillips 1951)

8 A mother who possesses the personality
;}haracteristic of emotional security in herself would produce
Jén emotionally secure child (Cederquist 1948) . The well
;@djustment family relations and normal attitude of parents
iéive the child an assurance of stability , security , emotional

‘Qmaturity and ability to adjust to new or unforeseen circumstances

Q(Robertse 1958)

=

According to Beena shah and Lakhera (1986) ,
?ﬁhe insufficient fulfilment or unfulfilment of the psychological
ﬁpeeds e+«g. security , affection , protection etc from the side
ipt the parents , create behavioral problems among children
fwhich ultimately en-hance their level of mal-ad justment in

ithe area of home , school , society and emotion etc , The

*level of home adjustment because psychological and psycho=

;emotional development of children depends upon their child
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Bansal (1973) studied the adolescents of high

e Hindu and scheduled caste and found that the high caste
du boys were better adjusted in the areas of home , school ,
1 and emotional as compared to the scheduled caste Hindu

‘ ts o In a study of adjustment processes of teen age girls
tribal and non=-tribal cultures , Srivastavea , Saxena and

r (1978) reported that in the area of home adjustment ,

1 girls were found to be significantly well adjusted

n their non-tribal counterparts . The high score of tribal
s in the area of home adjustment may be attributed to

their well-adjusted family relations . Hence , child-rtearing
tudes of parents are important in influencing the home
justment of children . Studies of Schacfer and Bell (1977) ,
na , Agrawal and Singh (1977) appeared that the type of
fanf care determines one's level of home adjustment-and the
cho=physical development . Better child rearing practices
lead to better home adjustment as well as psycho-physical
development of children . In other werd , it may be said that
e parent=child relationship is the paramount indicator of

e different aspects of adjustment
The studies by Mc Clelland (1964) in his
book "Achieving society" give revealing findings . He predicted

hat the future development of any country will depend upon
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;@he Present level of achievement motivation of the youths

?{at the given moment . This is so , because if the youths of
ﬁwa country are highly motivated , they » after fifteen years ,
~ Will occupy high positions as decision makers in the country

~ and lead the country to progress .

The need for achievement (n Ach) , commonly
- known as achievement motivation » has been defined as "the
ﬁistriving to increase or keep as high as possible one's own
‘?sapability in all the activities in which a standard of
%;excellence is thought to apply and where the execution of
'(such activities can either succeed or fail" , (Heckhansen
}¥1967) o Mukherjee (1965) states that the need achievement is
‘icharacterlsed by a desire to attain a high standard of
ljexcellence and objective accomplishment y to increase self
.?regard by successful exercise of talent and to select tasks
hich are difficult and complicated . Mc Clelland (1953)
\detlned Achievement motivation as a concern for exellence
in performance as reflected in competition with the standard
iset by others or oneself » Unique accomplishment or long

- term involvement , It is a competitive spirit which forces
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The family variables and their relevance to

ivation development in children is reported among others

by Rosen (1955 , 1956 , 1961 ) Norman (1968) and Sewell and

h (1968) . Parental values like emphasis upon standards
excellence in achievements of children and actual parental
olvement in children's performance are reported as determining

us in achievement training of children (Losen 1955) .

Winterbottom (1953) found that the early training
independance and mastery contributes to the development of

ong achievement motivation o Garza (1969) after interviewing

n'differs from the mothers of those who are low in it .

is of course a known fact that there are many differences

erity of independence training ( Lyngdoh 1975 ) .

It is generally recognised that Japanese
rents give their children less sufficient independence

ining atlhome » especially in their early years than the




16

can parents . Then again , parents of children who showed

n Achievement scores are anxious to let their children

good occupation and a position in future . It was
efore assumed that these parental attitudes would be

ngly reflected in their children's high n Achievement

If we are concerned about children's

The preception of homelife by Khasi boys and
s as identified in the study of Warjri (1978) showed
ificant results . The Khasi girls usually possess a

rong sense of belongingness with the family as compared

| bys o In otherwords , girls showed a positive tendency
rds belongingness with the family while boys on the

) rhand are negatively thinking about it .
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2The family occupies the first and the

e it may be said that for the child , home is the
safest and secure place . In home situation , he
Ssecurity and love from parents ., He needs harmonious
~onéhip and a well balanced attitude on the part of
parents o (Verman 1982)

Parents must have the feeling that their

en are valuable , that they are good , that they can
ings . Without such feelings of self worth and self

acy thegr development will suffer , When we treat

1dfen as second class citizens who should be seen and

eard , who can be interrupted but who cannot interrupt ,

jére given chores but not responsibility ; whose contrif

h we accept condescendingly , we do not foster positive

siméges o If we want youngsters to grow up being capable ,

pendent and dignified people , we must treat them as such
they are learning who they are o (Brunk 1975) ¢

Time and attention alone will not be enough

we give a child our love , our respect and our faith .
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- The slum children have suffered rejection , we must let him

P‘?éxperience acceptance o He has low expectations , we must
~ help him to set high ones + He has concluded he cannot

g learn in fact does not want to learn and finds learning
rvdistasteful y WeE must show him that he can excel , that

| ~ learning is fun , so that he will want to learn . Today
2 he trusts no one . We must be the kind of teachers he will
- trust and through trusting us , he will come to trust
w*others o He will then no longer be separated , he will
Belong o It is this sense of belonging that is vital to
_;hhational solidarity , to national strength , both at home
%and abroad . (Brunk 1975) ,

p ~ Parents who have high and often unrealistic
E?ambitions for their children , which is often found among
} middle class parents » are likely to make their children
f feel insecure and unaccepted when they fail to live up to
t parental expectations .

’ Parental attitudes toward their parental
??esponsibilities and of methods of child-training are
}%ﬁikewise important factors in determining parents rela-
f;tionships with their children ., Parents who cling to the
_;iraditional concept of the parental role » which includes
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rcising considerable restraint over the child to guarantee
hat he will be successful and avoiding too much love and
ection for fear of " Spoiling the child " , produce an
avourable home climate for good parent-child relation-
- .

Children of dominating parents are likely to
ﬁ% shy , anxious , fearful and‘submissive or rebellious and
ﬁ%fagonistic toward anyone in authority . The child who is
rprotected at home will develbp into a dependant individual ,

ch other children handle successfully .

Children approve parents who are companionable ’

Family is regarded as the primary group of

~

S

bcial interaction and hence , is important in understanding
ld development . Therefore » LT the family ties are one
ed , it may affect the growth and development of that
ticular child .

Symonds reported that the accepted children
aged themselves predominantly in socially accepted



‘perception of himself » @S a result , a low view the parents

¢§éve about him (Kuppuswamy 1979)

According to Emerson , affection is probably

gnd respected by others o Children too s want to be loved

a child's social adjustment .

The youth derives status in his own eyes from
recognition that his mother and father’are pleased to
e him o It implies that through dress , speech » Interest
spendingAbehaviour » the adolescent tries to create an
g€ of himself as a member of the family environment

oger 1972) . Status is closely associated with affection
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In the study of Warjiri (1978) it was found
ghat Khasi boys did not experience a sense of belongingness
the family to the same degree as did their sisters . It
was also‘found that boys did not possess and enjoy the same
tus at home as girls did . Parents prefefed to delegate
mily responsibilities to daughters than to sons .

One of the greatest assets of home is the



IMPORTANEE OF THE STUDY ¢

Parents who have high and often unrealistic
ons for their children » which is often found among the
class parents , are likely to make their children feel

e and unaccepted when they fail to live up to parental

Parental attitudes toward their parental respon-

es and the methods of child=training are likewise important
8 in determining parents relationships with their children .
who cling to the traditional concept of the parental role ,
includes exercising considerable restraint over the child
ntee that he will be successful and avoiding too much

fear of 'spoiling the child' , produce an unfavourable
.mate for good parents child relationship . (Lazarus 1961)

Children of dominating parents are likely to be
ious , fearful and submissive or rebellions and antago-
toward anyone in authority . The child who is overprotected
will develop into a dependent individual who feels insecure
ble to cope with life . In other group , children approve
L.who are companionable , loving , affectionate , under-

» 8ood natured , sympathetic , interested in them and
ffairs , concerned about doing all they can to make the home

ful place . (Hurlock 1959) .



Therefore , after observing the facts mentioned

ent=child relationship is so significant in a today's world .

THE STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

The Khasi society following the matrilineal system

This cross cultural study aims at comparing the
ial systems (i.e. the Khasi and the Mizo) and how these
Stems affect the upbringing of boys and girls , education

.ir'adjustment o The purpose of the study is to compare the
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tion of Khasi and Mizo children towards their parent-

relationship , education and their adjustment .

THE KHASIS$THEIR FAMILY LIFE :

The Khasis and Jaintias , share a common matri-
tradition under which descent is reckoned in the female
nd the children belong to the clan of the mother . The
not only have a right to property but also have a right

ose their own life partners and to remarry after widowhood ,

on and employment . (SAARC , booklet 1986) .

According to Bareh (1967) , woman and not man
ts the property and even sons receive nothing except

“n gifts which should be returned back to the mother?'s

e on their death .

"The social , cultural , political and economic

'}10f the race is based on a matrilineal system" , According to

S to her mother and her family , through mothers to the

to the common ancestress ., Hence » no Khasi child can be
imate child , whether the mother bore the child from the

d with whom she has been formally married or not . The child

t of birth has claim on the family to which his mother

« This being the Khasi idea of relationship (  Lyngdoh 1972),
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The most remarkable feature of the Khasi

lage is that it is usual for the husband to live with his
in his mother-in-law's house and not for him to take his

to his house , as in case of sther communities .

n 1975) Divorce is very common in Khasi society . Men
ually blamed and condemned by the society if divorce takes

» while women are justified and sympathised »

THE MIZOS :: THEIR FAMILY LIFE :

The Mizos practice the patriarchal system in

men are régarded as economic assets and women as liabilities .
rth of a son is therefore warmly welcomed and that of girl
pointing . At the time of marriage the parents of the
'm@will have to pay the price for the bride which varries from
“ﬁo time and from place to place o In traditional Mizo home ’
»%1des were expected to do all the household chores . This
Xpectation the parents of the groom had on the bride , and
bility to live up to it , would sometimes cause a tense

here in the family , even to divorce in some cases .

is very common among the Mizos ,

The Mizo family is generally nuclear now a days
h small joint families with one or two generations are still

n some places .,
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Heirship goes to the youngest son in the

.1y who shoulders the responsibility of looking afger his
ts and sisters . Other sons in the family , on getting
*ied are expected to start new homes of their own , hut

y after a certain period of stay with their parents . A
Joint family 1s regarded as respectable ., This idea leads

sons to stay with the parents even after three or four

rs of marriage .

In traditional Mizo society , the status of

. was very low and they had little or no say in the family
‘society . There is a wellknown saying which reveals the
Low opinion men had of women ,"Women and crabs have no

ion" , Another saying "The wisdom of a woman does not go
9nd a well" which means that women folk are only concerned

domestic work and they cannot think beyond their

lmmediate needs ,

Among the Mizos the condemnation and in case of
Tery had gone to female side only ., Adulterous women were

down as extreme offender and sinner while her patner was

fied and not punished .

SCOPE OF THE STUDY g

Rearing children is an age old behaviour in all
OCieties in the world . However , the manner in which they are

ht up differ from culture to culture s Society to
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ety within the same culture , family to family , and even
on to person in the same family . Psychologically , child
”ing practices are not only the procedures of supplying
materials and basic needs of the child but it ié a
itinuous flow of interaction between the growing child and
caring adult o The child rearing practices which are very
portant in bringing up children are mainly determined by
fraditions existing in the particular society o
nak 1979) o

In various studies in the past no distinction
made between training of boys and girls in the various
tures studied o However , one large scale investigation
y , Bacon and child , 1957) using the Yale croés-
cultural survey files to compare the child rearing practices
in several societies , found that boys received more
evement training in most of these cultures while girls
given more obedience and responsibility training . This
ding is congruentywith those of several investigations of
thild rearing within the U.S. such as that by Sears ,

#55,

oby and Levin (1957) o
In another study by Goswami (1976) among the

ntias of Meghalaya it was revealed that most parents were
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lowing the outdated methods of child rearing which are

I%sed on superstitious beliefs and customs g Girls among the
htias were considered assets in the family while boys were
considered as a liability . Girls were trained more to shoulder
fesponsibilities o Boys were neglected and felt inferior.,

4 Majority of parents in Jaintia Hills have

orted that obedience to mother seems to be learnt earlier

children than obedience to father o The child usually
plies with the mother's commands quickly o This is

ining compared to that of boys . Mothers expect obedience
from children » but more so , in respect of daughters , for

¥y would remain at home and inherit the property . Hence »

- most important factor that contributes to the oft reported
ferential treatment of boys and girls is a cultural one
swami 1976) ,

In three communities in the South Western U.S,
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~ differences in authority patterns have been shown to have an

1iiinteresting effect . In one group of Mormon origin the father

is clearly in authority . In a second group of immigrants from
Texas , matters of importance are discussed between father and

~ Dother , and thus authority can be said to be shared . In the

- third growp , the zuni Indians , the authority in the household

18 vested in the grandmother , When pre-adoloscent children in

‘ these groups were asked , " If g magic man could change you into

a mother , father , a brother or a sister » Which would you
- Choose to be 2 n Most children chose to be a relative of the
. same sex as themselves , Several Mormon girls , however ’

choose to be a brother and several zuni boys chose to be a

Sister , No Cross—sex choices were made by the Texan children ,
Thus the authority structure of the household seems to influence

Sex preference , (Whiting & Whiting 1970) .

Studies of three primitive cultures in New
Guinea show striking bersonality contrasts , The mountain

‘i dwelling Arapesh tend to emphasize quite gentle , submissive 5
. Ccooperative personalities ,

Among members of another New Guinea
3jfibe » one finds almost the

direct opposite , The ideal of
the Mundugumor » @ river dwel

%@ss. "Both men and women approximated to a personality type that

ling people , is violent aggressive-

W

,éin our culture would find only in an undisciplined and very
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violent male" . Both sexes are expected to be violent ’
Competetive ,aggressively sexed , jealous and ready to see and
avenge insult , delighting in display , in action , in fighting .
And still a third culture , that of the Tchambuli tribe y the

8ex roles are reversed as compared to those found in America .
Women of this tribe are the dominant personalities . Men play a

less responsible role and are the emotionally dependent partners .
Such seal property as men actually own is received from women

in return for languishing looks and soft words .

According to Lyngdoh (1979) , states that by
nature , males are more violent and aggressive whereas females
are endowed with virtues of sympathy ,love and tolerance ., But
contrary to this , the females of the Khasi-Pnar community have
become more aggressive and violent and the males have become
progressively more tolerant and have consequently been reduced

to a secondary posifion in the society o

Hence , societies differ tremendously in the
structure of the family and the characteristic orientations of
parents towards their children , and such variations have direct
consequences for the shaping of the individual . Family organisa=-
tion in different societies show a wide range of variation . For
example , in some societies families are patrilineal , the male

line of descent determining the clan membership and often the
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dence , wealth , and social status of the family . In

other societies families are matrilineal , the family

}'osition' being related to the female line of descent .

I till others , families are bilateral , the lines of descent

both parents contributing to the family's clan membership
status . (McGrath 1964)

Home factor studies in some of the past

searches on the personal and social development of
’dolescen‘ts have revealed considerable evidences that satis-
;‘faction related of the basic needs for belongingness , security ,

’affection and status met during the early life is important o
(Garrison 1975) o

Therefore , the present study was an attempt to
Tnvestlgate the parent child relationship amongst the Khasi and
l‘Mizo representative communities and the factors examined were
::affection » aggression , security , status and education as perceie
ved by both the Khasi and Mizo children . The adaustment of Khasi
and Mizo children was studied and the variables examined were

.7 Social , emotional , finance , home and school and this part formed
:t'he section 'A' of chapter V . The level of achievement motivation

- of Khasi and Mizo children was incorporated in chapter V as

. section 'B!



Y Definition of the terms :

Matrilineal - Pertaining to , based upon or tracing ancestral

descent through the maternal line (mother) .

kﬁPatrilineal - Relating to , based on or tracing descent

through the male line (father) .

Limitation of the Study :

The study was confined to a sample of 100 ;
christian families of which 50 households belonged to the Khasi
matrilineal tribe and 50 households were Mizos (patrilineal
cqmmunity) o The sample of the study was generated from 8 villages
of greater Shillong . Villages with high concentration of the |
Khasi and villages with high concentration of the Mizo population
were included in the study aslit was felt necessary that

representative living style of the Khasis as well as that of

the Mizos would be reflected clearly in such places ., The
questionnaires used in the study were administered only to
those selected families with both sons and daughters in the age
group of 10-17 years o« From each selected household » & boy and
- 2 girl were approached to record their perceptions towards their

parent-child relationship , education and their'adjustmegﬁ .
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Objective of the present study

To study the quality of Parent-child relation-
ship as related to affection , aggression »
security , status , educational facilities and
encouragement in Khasi (a matrilineal society)
and Mizo (a Patrilineal society) Societies

as perceived by children .

To find out the level of adjustment in the
social , emotional , financial , home and
school areas of children from Khasi and

Mizo societies ,

To find out the relevance of parent-child
relationship in the Khasi and Mizo societies
to the different aspects of adjustment of

their children ,

To find out the relevance of Parent=child
relationship to Achievement Motivation in

Khasi and Mizo children o



