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INTRODUCTION

~ This enlaerged and revised edition of “Khast
Heritage” marks the attempt to bring together
the representative examples of Khasi thoughts,
culture and religion by the members of the
Seng Khas1 established in 1899.

~ The Seng Khasi was formed with various
aims and objects, the principal of which are :

1. To foster a sense of brotherhood among
the Khasis who still retain their socio-culturc-
rehglous heritage.

2. To  encourage nationa] sports like
archery,” cultural dances and other social festi-
bals in which people from all over the districts
parhmpate

"3.” To undertake welfare and developmental
activities ‘such as mamtanence of cremation
ground for those who dlspose the dead according
to tradition and religion, advancement of edu-
cation and so on. It w1ll be relevant to mention
that the Seng Khasi -is mamtammg a “higher
secondary School and a College in Shlllong

The Seng-Kham has undertaken Vvariousacti-
vities of the nature outlined above for the al-
round developmen__t -and we_lfare of ‘the _people
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as well as to keep the tradition and culture alive.
From the days of the the British rulers up to
these days the Khasis has seen many changes
in all spheres of life. Many of the traditiona)
norms and patterns have been affected by the
waves of changes and the winds of different
civilization have blewn over these Hills and yet
the Khasi people have been able to retain their
traditional customs, manvers, social norms and
religion. It is the Seng Kbhasi, under whose
auspices-untiring efforts have been made by orga-
nisers and members to retain their cultural heritage
and oppose indiscriminate westernisation, wes-
tern permissiveness and to the dilution of Khasi
religion, tradition, culture and national values
from 1899. It has beena hard but rewarding march
and struggle for the Seng Khasi. As long as the
Khasis love themselves : their religion, tradition
culture and their beautifu] Hills and affectionately
respect other religions, cultures, traditions, cus-
toms and races, the Khasis will remain as a
proud race in this corner of this great country
with a rich and varied heritage.

No chapter claims to give a complete outline
on any subject but to present an introduction on
the Religious and Cultural Heritage of the Khasis.
Some of the essays are are new while others have
been published and two of the Papers, “Some
aspects of the Religion of the Khasi Pnar’s” and
“Khasi and Jaintia Religion” “were read in the
Semimar on Cultura) and Religion in North India
conducied by the Department of Philoscphy, North
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Eastern Hill University held in Shillong on June
15-16-79 by Tokin Roy Rymbai, IAS (rtd) and Mr.
Kynpham Singh, respectively. New forms have
crept into Khasi tradition, developing new ideas
to suit new conditions but in their religion they
have held aloft the highest conception of God the
Creator in the best tradition founded by their
ancestors based on there Covznant with God, U
Nongbubh U Nongthaw of the race.

The book is aimed at the general reader
and the scholar seeking a deeper knowledge
of “KHASI” religion and culture to serve them
as an introductory study of the faith and the
people. To all authors, the Ri Khasi Press
and friends, who have contributed generously,
the Seng Khasi desires to express its warm
appreciation.

Riatsamthiah U Hipshon Roy, IAFS (rtd)
Shillong : 793001

Meghalaya

India.
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