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4One can go to war alone, but you 
can't build peace alone. ”

—Jacques Chirac
The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXVI No. 229 SHILLONG, MONDAY, APRIL 1,2024

A lost opportunity
IT’s a debatable point whether the Opposition 
INDIA bloc has managed to draw a new bout 
of energy from the Loktantra Bachao rally at 
Ramlila Grounds in the national capital on 
Sunday. The presence and absence of several 
top opposition figures at the rally were equally 
noted. What could have been a full-throated 
war cry against the Modi dispensation, against 
the backdrop of the ‘emergency-like’ situa­
tion prevailing in the state vis-a-vis a blatant 
muzzling of opposition voices, failed to make 
a major impact. The rally was participated on 
record by 28 opposition parties -  a formidable 
figure— but several top opposition figures were 
missing on the dais. The Congress fielded Ra­
hul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi and Mallikaijun 
Kharge even as the party stressed that the rally 
was not person-centric (meaning, Kejriwal), but 
had the wider goal of protecting democracy and 
the Constitution, both being 4tunder threat.” Op­
position leaders like Uddhav Thackeray, Sharad 
Pawar, Akhilesh Yadav and Tejashwi Yadav 
were present but prominence went to Sunitha 
Kejriwal, wife o f the arrested chief minister. 
Her reading of a letter from Arvind Kejriwal 
listing six promises to the nation, including free 
electricity to the poor, by itself might not help 
whip up the national-mood also as the AAP has 
no reach in most states. Overall, the meeting 
failed to make an impact.

A question posed by Kejriwal, that “God 
has gifted everything to India. Yet, why are we 
lagging behind? Why are we illiterate,” made 
eminent sense. But politics and elections are, in a 
way, senseless games. These require more punch 
to take matters forward. Having been accused 
in the Delhi Liquor Scam, Kejriwal lost a part 
of his halo that he had painstakingly, built over 
the years. What might also raise eyebrows is the 
sudden projection of his wife as his alter ego, 
even as she stayed all along on the sidelines of 
politics and power. There is merit in the accusa­
tion that Keijiwal sought to perform a Lalu Pras­
ad in Delhi, a la the installation of Rabri Devi 
as CM in Bihar years ago when Lalu was first 
jailed in the cattle feed scam. This, somehow, 
is typical of politics across states, evident also 
in the presence of several dynasties on the dais 
at Ramlila Maidan. It would appear that politics 
today cannot be divorced from dynasties, with a 
noticeable exception in the B JP ranks, but there 
too the “son rise” as in Karnataka in the form of 
Basavraj Bommai which was a notable excep­
tion. The Opposition push against the BJP this 
time might be handicapped by many constraints 
like this. This is time for the INDIA bloc to 
inspire confidence in the people. Any mis-step 
would only undercut their chances of a better 
performance at the hustings.

I .o t t e r s  t o  t h e  K d i t o r

Humanity 
above all else
Editor,
Each one of us are bom 

into a faith and a belief that 
defines our path here on 
earth. I strongly believe that 
no religion will propogate 
hatred and animosity. Af- 
terall, religion is the path to 
God. We may belong to any 
religion but what is more 
important is in the way we 
lead our lives here. What 
matters most is the love and 
respect that we need to have 
for one another. The question 
that comes to mind is do we 
have respect for one another 
anymore? Horrifying and 
gruesome news that we read 
of in the newspapers, social 
media seem to suggest that 
we humans lack love and 
reverence for each other.

If there is love and hu­
manity will we even dare to 
subject one another to pain 
and hurt? Of what good is 
religion if we fail to prac­
tice righteousness, love and 
respect. The way to God is 
surely through the love and 
care that we have for each 
other irrespective of our 
origin, faith, sex and colour. 
1 came across a quote by H 
H Younus Algohar that says 
"Humanity is the biggest 
religion." That made me 
reflect on the true meaning

It is still a dream 
Mr Chief Minister

Drugs are becoming a 
major problem in the state 
now and the issue does not 
seem to be fading away any 
time soon. This is evident 
from the fact that there are 
reports of drugs peddlers and 
suppliers being apprehended 
almost on a daily basis. A 
decade or so back, drugs 
were considered an urban 
problem, but now drug users 
are found everywhere. This 
has compelled the Govern­
ment to take this problem 
seriously and come up with a 
policy and an action mission, 
but the question is - Has the 
government done enough to 
combat this menace?

Drugs Prevalent 
in Meghalaya

According to sources, 
drugs that are prevalent in 
Meghalaya as on 2019 as 
per data collected by the 
National Survey on Extent 
and Pattern of Substance Use 
in India stands as follows: 
Alcohol current use is 3.4% 
dependence 0.9%, Cannabis 
current 1.68% dependence
0.15%, Opioid current use 
6.34 % dependence 0.75 %, 
Sedatives current use 0.95% 
dependence 0.09 %, Cocaine 
current use 0.05 % depen­
dence 0.09 %, Inhalants cur­
rent use 0.08 % dependence
0.01 %, Amphetemine Type 
Stimulants (ATS) current 
use 0.05 % dependence 00 
%, fortunately no use of 
Hallucinogens is found in the 
state. The other very startling 
statistic in Meghalaya is the 
opioid consumption rate. In 
the last survey done it was 
found that opioid consump­
tion in the state stands at 6.34 
% while the national aver­
age is 2.06%. (The source 
of the data is from Data on 
the magnitude of substance 
Use in Meghalaya from the 
National Survey on Extent 
and Pattern of substance Use 
in India, 2019.)

This was the first eve'r 
survey and was conducted by 
the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment (MoSJE) 
through the National Drug 
Dependent Treatment Centre 
(NDDTC) of the All India 
Institute o f Medical Sci­
ence (AIIMS), New Delhi. 
The survey was done across 
36 states and Union Ter­
ritories between December 
2017 to October 2018. A 
household sample survey 
(HHS) was conducted among 
a representative sample of 
19 to 57 year olds. A total 
of 2.00.I l l  households were 
visited across 5,808 Primary 
Sampling Units and 186 Dis­
tricts with a total o f4,73,569 
individuals interviewed with 
4000 households in each 
state and 12,500 completed 
interviews of individual in 
each state. It may be noted 
that in Meghalaya the sample 
survey was collected from 
three districts East Khasi 
Hills; Jaintia Hills and West 
Garo Hills Districts.

By HH Mohrmen

of religion. God thrives in 
hearts that are pious, pure and 
compassionate. Compassion 
is fellow feeling and human­
ity. A heart and mind that is 
pious and pure has no place 
for envy, hatred, anger for 
another fellow human being. 
It is in such a heart that God 
resides. That is religion! Can 
we rise above worldly trea­
sures, cynicism and practice 
humanity? Surely we can!

Yours etc., 
Jenniefer Dkhar, 

Via email

Always blame 
unknown 

‘miscreants’
Editor,
Apropos o f the news 

item dated March '27,2024 
captioned " Two killed in 
Ichamati after anti -CAA 
protests," I would like to 
question the concerned au­
thority as to how the killing 
of innocent persons can serve 
in attaining the objectives 
of the anti CAA protesters. 
This is not at all a maiden 
act. Similar incidents have 
continued since the past 
five decades. In Ichamati, a 
similar incident took place 
in the last part of 2019 that 
continued till lockdown due 
to Covidl9. This type of

killing is a regular feature in 
Meghalaya and unfortunately 
these are always termed as 
acts of unknown miscreants. 
How long will the authorities 
keep their eyes blindfolded 
and blame such murders on 
miscreants?

Your etc., 
Krishnendu Deb, 

Via email

Brookside: 
A tribute to 

Tagore
Editor,
W hile conveying my 

gratitude to the Department 
of Arts & Culture, Govern­
ment of Meghalaya, and the 
concerned ministers for lay­
ing the’ foundation stone for 
‘Tagore Cultural Complex’ 
in the Brookside Complex. 
(‘Minister lays foundation 
stone for Tagore cultural 
complex’, ST. 7th March 
2024)], I would term it as a 
long- cherished dream come 
true!

It was in 1961, during the 
year-long centenary celebra­
tion of Tagore, at Brook­
side complex, that (L) Mrs. 
Helimon Khongphai, Retd. 
Headmistress Govt. Girls’ 
High School Shillong, a great 
Tagore fan who had person­
ally met Tagore at Shantini-

Data of NDPS cases 
in Meghalaya

As per data received from 
the office of the IGP, CID, 
Shillong, it shows that there 
is an increasing trend of drug 
activity in the state. Numbers 
of cases registered, persons 
arrested and drugs recovered 
is increasing day by day. Data 
of NDPS cases in Meghalaya 
from January 1, to October 
13, 2022 recorded that the 
numbers of cases registered 
is 84, arrested accused male 
169, arrested accused fe­
male 23, and numbers of 
accused arrested 192. Data 
of NDPS seizure in Me­
ghalaya from January 1, to 
October 13, 2022 is, Heroin 
4074.481 gms, Ganja or can­
nabis 3788.574 gms, Opium 
644 gms, Yaba tablets 11364 
numbers, others Psychotropic 
Substances 15,934 numbers, 
and Codeine based syrup 743 
bottles.

Data shows that number of 
cases registered at different 
police stations from January
1, to October 13, 2022 has 
also increased. It was found 
that in the East Khasi Hills 
alone atotal of 37 cases were 
registered, West Khasi hills 
6 cases, South West Khasi 
Hills 4, East Jaintia Hills. 7 
cases, West Jaintia Hills 4 
cases, Ri Bhoi 7 cases, West 
Garo Hills 12 cases, South 
Garo hills 5 cases, and South 
West Garo Hills 2 cases. This 
should be a cause of worry 
for everyone.

Substance use among 
Children

The other very startling 
data shows the higher risk 
attached to vulnerable sec­
tions of the population, par­
ticularly the children. The
2013 Assessment of pattern 
and profile of substance sue 
among children in India 
which examines the pat-' 
tern, profile and correlates 
of substances use among 
Indian children found that 
Meghalaya had the highest 
child substance users. This 
is very sad indeed. The first 
nation-wide study was com­
missioned by the National 
Commission for Protection 
of Child Right (NCPCR) in 
collaboration with National 
Drug Dependence Treat­
ment Centre (NDDTC) of 
AIIMS to examine the pat­
tern, profile and correlates 
of substance use among 
Indian children. Assessment 
of pattern and profile of sub­
stance use among children 
in India, found that 27.3%, 
use Heroin, Tobacco 96.4 
%, Cannabis 50.9 % and 
Inhalants 30.9%.

According to data, the 
family related factors is, 
(57% ). This means the 
user is because there is a 
substance user in a family 
member. -25% of the users 
come from a single par­

ketan, first proposed that 
there should be a Rabindra 
Memorial in Shillong. She 
said, ‘If every capital town of 
India has a Rabindra Bhavan, 
why should Shillong, the 
capital of Assam be deprived 
of the same? It is a must.’

The proposal was widely 
acclaimed and accepted by 
the audience. Unfortunately, 
despite all sincerity the plan 
remained unfulfilled but 
Tagore enthusiasts pursued 
the issue relentlessly while 
celebrating Rabindra Jayanti 
at Brookside complex, every 
year,

The ‘Brookside’ com­
plex was acquired by the 
Government of Meghalaya 
in September 1989. This 
■was possible because of the 
moral support of (L) Pumo 
A Sangma, then Chief Min­
ister of Meghalaya, who was 
approached by a few ardent 
fans of Tagore, to take over 
the memorable complex as 
a government property as 
it was about to be sold to 
some property dealers. Mr 
Sangma a great lover of 
Tagore, extended his full 
support to the proposal, led 
by A. K Samanta, IPS, and by 
dint of their united struggle 
and endeavour, ultimately 
Brookside became public 
property. Brookside today, 
is mostly indebted to (L) P.A 
Sangma, without whose nod,

ent/broken families/living 
with relative or no parents, 
46.6% of the users come 
from a family where there 
is fight in the family, which 
has history of physical/ver­
bal abuse 45.3%, of drugs 
users stated stress, physical 
and psychological health, 
peer related factors as the 
reason for their indulging 
in the habit.

Smoking the 
genesis of it all

To begin with the state 
not only has a problem with 
drugs is that it even has 
a large number of people 
who use tobacco. Amongst 
the different tribes of the 
state smoking in public is 
an accepted norm, it is con­
sidered as normal activity 
for men. It reminds one 
of the incident when the 
writer was just starting his 
ministry at Puriang in the 
early part of nineties. On 
one cold winter day, while 
sitting around the fireplace 
with the elders of the church 
while they shared the tra­
ditional hookah made of 
bamboo from one person 
to the other and when, the 
traditional pipe reached the 
place where I was sitting it 
was passed without me even 
smoking it. Mrit Nongspung 
the eldest of them all, then 
remarked, “Shish! ngi ne 
ngi Babu tae sngew kum 
ba ym ia shi para shynrang 
hi rae,” which means that 
since, I didn’t smoke it 
didn’t feel like it is an all 
man’s club. It is generally 
accepted that one has to 
smoke to be manly.

This is evident from the 
data about the alarming 
statistics which is that over 
50% of tobacco users in 
Meghalaya started to smoke 
before the age of 17, com­
pared to the national aver­
age of 23.6%. Not only that 
we also have a large number 
of people using tobacco, in 
the state. Children too start 
smoking at a very early 
age.

Smoking in public plac­
es including inside public 
transport is still prevalent 
and if one tries to talk sense 
to the smokers, the person 
will be sidelined and even 
mocked because it is still an 
accepted norm in the state. 
Despite efforts to build 
on existing initiatives like 
Tobacco Free Educational 
Institutions (ToFEI) a major 
campaign was organized 
but it is questionable as to 
how much impact this has 
made. School children are 
involved in the campaign 
and they had lost many 
precious school hours but 
have we seen the decline in 
the number of young people 
indulging is smoking or 
smoking in public? As per

sources the top five districts 
in smoking are East Khasi 
Hills, East Jaintia Hills, 
West Garo hills, South Garo 
hills and Ri Bhoi District.
Government’s intervention to 

support Adolescents and Youth 
In order to address the 

problem and issues faced 
by children and adolescents 
of the state the government 
has envisioned a holistic 
approach to improving the 
well-being of young adults 
through the efforts initiated 
by Early Childhood Devel­
opment (ECD). This pro­
gram specially targeting 
adolescents initiated by 
the Government is called 
M eghalaya Program for 
Adolescent Well Being, 
Employment and Resilience 
(MPOWER). These pro­
grams are targeted at enhanc­
ing the physical, mental and 
emotional wellbeing of the 
youths, instilling in them the 
values of resilience and risk 
aversion and to enable them 
to transition from school to 
work. Unfortunately till date 
the program has not reached 
the masses.
Government’s intervention 

to Combating Drugs
To combat the drug men­

ace in the state, four years 
ago the Government came 
up with the Meghalaya Drug 
Abuse Prevention Policy, 
but that was just a policy. 
Two years later the Govern­
ment of Meghalaya June 3, 
2023, launched the Drug 
Reduction Elimination, and 
Action Mission (DREAM) 
in order to implement the 
policy.
• The youth are the fu­

ture of the state and the 
Government needs to take 
a good care of them, The 
Government has introduced 
programs like YESS and has 
spent a lot in constructing 
sports infrastructure and 
organizing games etc. But 
is that enough? DREAM is 
built on the Meghalaya Drug 
Abuse Prevention Policy, 
2020, but is this enough? 
Has the Government done 
anything other than coming 
up with a policy and a mis­
sion plan? Despite the grav­
ity of the situation, nothing 
is seen on the ground as 
yet. The Government has 
not put its money where its 
mouth is.

There is a lot of money for 
organizing festivals and but 
unfortunately the government 
has not allocated funds for the 
implementation of DREAM. 
Why in the case of Megha­
laya, organizing festivals take 
precedence over implement­
ing important programs like 
the DREAM project which 
is envisioned to help combat 
drugs. The reason is because 
the Government thrives on 
the limelight, so programs or 
projects which do not give 
the government visibility or 
publicity it longs for are not 
being prioritized.

it would not have come into 
existence.

After necessary renovation 
and cleaning on January 21 st 
1992, the 20th anniversary of 
the statehood of Meghalaya 
was celebrated at ‘Brookside’ 
complex. On that auspicious 
occasion, a ‘Rabindra Art 
Gallery’ in.memory of Tag­
ore, was inaugurated by the 
then Madhukar Dighe, the 
then Governor of Meghalaya. 
That was also achieved by the 
sincere effort of the Depart­
ment of Arts & Culture Govt, 
of Meghalaya 1992.

At that public gathering 
of Meghalaya Day 1992, 
at Brookside complex, the 
elite of the city, including 
RT Rymbai Retd. IAS, He­
limon Khongphai a veteran 
educationist, Prof. B Dutta 
Ray, Kalpana Gupta, journal­
ist and several others were 
present. In his speech, Rym­
bai proposed that a full size 
statue of Rabindranath Tag­
ore be placed at the entrance 
of the Brookside complex 
to commemorate the great 
Nobel Laureate Tagore’s stay 
here. Khongphai repeated 
her previous proposal of 
‘Rabindra Bhawan’ which 
she had proposed 30 years 
ago. Governor, Madhukar 
Dighe, heartly welcomed the 
proposals and assured to fulfil 
them at the earliest.

In 2010, in the Assembly

in trouble?
By Salil Gewali

In the grand theater of 
politics, Arvind Kejriwal 
now finds himself caught in a 
web of his own making. Fol­
lowing multiple summons by 
the Enforcement Directorate, 
the recent arrest of the Delhi 
Chief Minister is not without 
reason. The fact that his key 
MLAs are also behind bars 
on various serious charges 
speaks volumes. His mentor, 
Anna Hazare, burst in anger 
last Friday, stating, "I am 
very upset that Arvind Kejri­
wal, who used to work with 
me and raise his voice against 
liquor, is now making liquor 
policies. His arrest is because 
of his own deeds..." Has the 
truth eventually opened up 
like a flower from its bud as 
nature’s process? Have the 
laws of karma boomeranged? 
It is unfair to jump to conclu­
sion and blame the Delhi CM 
at this juncture.

Needless to say, Arvind 
Kejriwal was once lauded 
as the paragon of integrity. 
However, his journey from 
a determined anti-corruption 
activist to an allegedly tar­
nished political figure emerg­
es as a cautionary tale in the 
annals of Indian politics. In 
his early days of social activ­
ism, Kejriwal stood shoulder 
to shoulder with the masses, 
always speaking out against 
the corrupt establishment. 
Alongside Kiran Bedi, he 
came down heavily on Sonia 
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, Shei­
la Dikshit, and Robert Vadra 
during the "India Against 
Corruption movement,” first 
initiated by Anna Hazare. But 
contrastingly, the sudden U- 
tum of Arvind Kejriwal and 
his arch-rivals from Congress 
party has never failed to 
baffle the masses. Were his 
disillusioned party members 
perfectly “right” who later 
became disgusted with Ke- 
jriwal’s posture and style of 
functioning?

Kejriwal’s former asso­
ciate, Dr. Munish Kumar 
Raizada, a senior neo-na- 
.tplpgisj ft9̂ .iyinp̂ »,u,ŝ ,. 
once enchanted by Kejriwal's 
rhetoric and ambition, found 
himself fully ignored soon af­
ter the former became “more 
equal,” ocpupying the chair 
of the Delhi Chief Minister. 
Dr. Munish was so upset that 
he was determined to bring to 
light the murky realities of 
camaraderie in AAP. He said 
it reminded him of George 
Orwell's "Animal Farm." 
He finally came out with the 
documentary film, ’’Transpar­
ency: Pardarshita" to lay bare 
the alleged hypocrisy that lies 
beneath the veneer of selfless 
service, exposing Kejriwal's 
alleged involvement in vari­
ous devious practices he once 
vowed to eradicate. A profes­
sor from Delhi University 
humorously noted, “We were 
all awe-struck when Arvind 
Kejriwal and his colleagues 
traveled in autorickshaws to 
the CM's office after his first 
victory. However, we were 
totally shocked when we 
heard about his alleged 45 
crore splurge on refurbish­
ing his official residence at 
Civil Lines in New Delhi.

How can we place our trust 
in leaders who seem to hay^ 
a penchant for luxuriating’ 
in the hard-earned money 4f 
taxpayers?

No less shocking is that' 
Dr. Kumar Vishwas, once 
the most trusted confidante, 
turned into an ardent critic <tf 
the Delhi CM. He vehement­
ly accused Arvind Kejriwal 
of cozying up to. Khalistani: 
sympathizers and separatist 
leaders. Dr. Vishwas often 
suggested that Kejriwal has 
not only betrayed the party's 
founder members and sup­
porters but is also capablel 
of betraying the country in, 
his pursuit of power. v

To everyone’s amaze-; 
ment, this Sunday, Gurpat- 
want Singh Pannun, a leader 
of the Khalistani separatists, 
issued a warning through 
his video, alleging that fie 
Delhi Chief Minister col­
lected about $J6.70 million 
for his party from Khalistani 
sympathizers. Hopefully, 
in time, the truth will be 
known.

Yes, when it comes to the 
much-touted liquor scant, 
Kejriwal’s right-hand and 
former Deputy Chief Minis­
ter of Delhi, Manish Sisodia, 
is now in Tihar jail. Th^ 
trouble for AAP seems to 
run much deeper than wh|C 
is apparently visible. An el­
derly gentleman in Delhi la­
ments that every wife with a 
drunkard husband and every 
mother with drunkard sons 
would be fuming with anggr 
if  they knew about the addtv 
tional facilities provided .to; 
"drinkers" by the AAP gqv-; 
eminent in the last two yeaife 
With a surge of high-claSs 
liquor outlets throughout tlje. 
capital, it appears that flje; 
AAP government is all Set 
to roll out the red carpet fef 
a “drinking spree,” thereby' 
pulling social and family 
values apart. Shockingly 
the Delhi administration 
has also moved to introduce, 
a scheme for the “hofljk; 
delivierpf’iofiJiquor tft;$0$ 
sumers, perhaps maintaining ■ 
privacy, which is currently 
awaiting approval from t o  
Lieutenant-Governor.

While countless fam ily  
grapple with the devastates 
impact of alcohol abuse, the 
AAP administration see{r»S 
more focused on ensuring 
a seamless supply of iri“ 
toxicants, all in the name Of 
revenue generation. Should 
we consider ourselves forftfi 
nate to have elected leaders 
who seem determined 
push society into a pit ‘of 
debauchery? Even a hard­
core drunkard would l$e 
shocked witnessing his sot}£ 
daughter indulging in alco­
hol. Do AAP leaders take- 
pleasure in seeing their sons 
become addicted to alco-; 
hoi and fall into ruin? Are 
we "lucky" to have elected 
leaders who are focused bji 
pushing society into a "pit of 
debauchery"? Now, perhaps 
the AAP should consider 
changing its party symbol 
from a "broom" to a “John­
nie Walker bottle”. ‘ -
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.session, a proposal for imme­
diate renovation of ‘Brook­
side’ and placing a full body 
statue of Tagore there, was 
proposed by Padmashree 
Manas Chaudhuri, then MLA 
Meghalaya. This proposal 
was accepted by the Megha-

■ laya Assembly. Accordingly, 
a full- sized statue of Tagore 
was placed and unveiled 
at the Brookside complex, 
on May 9, 2011, on Tag­
ore’s 150th birth anniversary, 
courtesy, the Government of 
Meghalaya.

The Departments of Arts 
and Culture, Government of 
Meghalaya and the Direc­
tor I.C.C.R Regional Office 
Shillong took maximum care 
and supervision to protect 
the serenity of the Brookside 
complex, once graced by 
Rabindranath Tagore. The 
dilapidated condition of the 
century old construction of 
the bungalow was renovated 
by the Arts and Culture De­
partment, without hurting its 
original construction.

Indeed the Department of 
Arts & Culture, Government 
of Meghalaya deserves all 
credit for it contributions 
towards safeguarding and 
maintaining the Brookside 
Complex, to mark it as a 
Rabindra Memorial. This will 
attract thousands of Indian 
and foreign tourists in the 
near future.

Yours etc., 
Uma Purkayastha 

Shillong -  4

On reckless 
driving by 

motor-cyclists
Editor,
Regarding the above stat­

ed subject published by your 
daily on March 27, 2024 
which a concerned citizen 
had written; I would like to ap­
plaud the writer for bringing to 
light this extremely important 
matter. It is pertinent for your 
readers to note that I am a two 
wheeler rider myself since 
1998 and ever since I had 
witnessed an enormous change 
in the driving etiquette in our 
city by almost all sections of 
drivers of four wheelers and 
two wheelers. .

Only a thin percentage 
could be considered as sane 
and ethical drivers. Those 
driving the Syndicate or 
City buses, a few of the red 
buses, the private buses and 
a fraction of the private and 
the commercial LMV may 
be considered road worthy 
drivers; while others are best 
if given the open fields or the 
kutcha roads to drive on, for 
there is no sense of ethics in 
their driving style.

It is surprising to see how 
the authorities turn a blind

eye to gross traffic violations - 
on the road by doing the . 
following:- ' . !

When two wheelers de- 
tach their registration num- ‘ .] 
ber plates and ply without ; , 
one yet move freely in town; 
and even if the plates are fit- ] 
ted they are done in such: a 1 ' 
way that they are not legible ; 
which leads to suspicion. . | 

That they overtake frojn • * • 
the left side of other vehicles ' * J 
which are ahead of therri >, 
while traffic is still flowing. ’. • 
Such actions take the driver \ 
of the preceding vehicle by , 
surprise and frequently lead 
to accidents. On certain oc- ’ ' 
casions the errant riders even 
blame the preceding driver ; 
instead of themselves f<?r 
the incidents where certain , - J 
cases of bullying are also • 
witnessed. . r  ‘

Hence while endorsing ' j 
the views of the letter writer 
on the mentioned subject,;I 
urge the authorities to take 
steps to discourage such 
reckless drivers and to firmly 
tame such individuals by any 
mean possible.

Yours etc.,
B. Pyngrope, 

Shillong-6

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times
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Every act o f creation is first an act 
o f destruction.”

— Pablo Picasso
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Whither Human Rights
THE Meghalaya State Human Rights Commis­
sion was created to address issues of human 
rights violations in this state and the inability of 
ordinary citizens to access the rights guaranteed 
under the Indian Constitution. But like every 
other institution this one too goes down the way 
of disuse. People continue to die in the illegally 
operated coal mines of the state particularly in 
Jaintia Hills but the State Human Rights Com­
mission is oblivious of all these evils carrying on 
under the very nose of the government and law 
keepers. The recent deaths at Ichamati have now 
turned into a slanging match between the group 
that feels victimised and the several custodians 
of the rights of tribal communities. Meanwhile 
the “suspected” killers remain at large and going 
by our past sordid history in law enforcement 
it is highly unlikely that thfe killers will ever 
be nabbed. This will be yet another forgotten 
bloody saga. Those who know the killers will 
not bleat and those killers lay in wait for the next 
victim. This is part of Meghalaya’s dark history 
which is not recorded in its 50-year historic an­
nals as it would not sit well with readers world­
wide. In fact, every document about Meghalaya 
in these last 50 years are euphoric plaudits for 
successive governments and nothing about the 
myriad acts of corruption that have marred the 
progress of the state.

Institutions such as the Human Rights Com­
mission or the Lok Adalat are created for the 
public to access justice and rights but they soon 
become a secretariat with employees paid by the 
state and little accountability. They only have 
annual celebrations to tell the world they exist 
and then it's back to business as usual with no 
accountability whatsoever. The State Human 
Rights Commission is expected to take suo-moto 
action when the state is complacent in its duties; 
more sQ when there are targeted killings and the 
state is absent from duty or-takes the deaths as 
mere statistics.

Institutions tend to suffer from a status quoist 
syndrome where files are perused and signatures 
appended as a rigmarole with no thought or 
feelings invested in the whole process. When 
humanity is absent from those presiding over 
institutions that are created to safeguard the 
rights of all citizens and not just the privileged 
few, then the entire functioning of such institu­
tions is futile. Institutional leadership is the key 
to making the institution and its human resource 
responsive to peoples’ needs because it exists 
primarily to serve people and to address their 
lack of access to rights, especially the right to 
life which appears to be taken lightly in this 
State.

The Poison of ‘Othering’ 
in the Soil of Meghalaya
The powerful testimony 

(SPECIAL ARTICLE - Ir­
rational passions; the politics 
of othering & unwarranted 
killings (ST March 29,2024) 
by Patricia Mukhim has 
struck a deep chord within 
me, reverberating through 
the fabric of my being as a 
concerned resident of our 
beloved Meghalaya. Her 
uncompromising words lay 
bare the raw wounds in­
flicted by the insidious force 
of 'othering' -  a malignant 
ideology that has taken root 
and spread like an aggressive 
cancer through the veins of 
our society.

As Mukhim recounts with 
searing honesty, the senseless 
killings at Ichamati and the 
systemic failure of justice 
to prevail serve as tragic 
reminders of how far we 
have strayed from the path 
of compassion and human 
decency. The very notion of 
'othering' -  the act of dehu­
manizing and ascribing nega­
tive traits to those deemed 
'outsiders' -  is an affront to 
the fundamental tenets of our 
shared humanity. When we 
allow this 'us versus them' 
mentality to take hold, we not 
only diminish the inherent 
worth of our fellow beings 
but also chip away at the very 
foundations upon which a 
just and harmonious society 
must stand.

The annals of human his­
tory are replete with har­
rowing examples of the dev­
astation wrought by such 
divisive ideologies. From the 
unspeakable horrors of the 
Holocaust, where millions 
of Jews and other minorities 
were systematically dehu­
manized and exterminated 
by the Nazi regime, to the 
genocide in Rwanda, where 
the Hutu majority turned on 
their Tutsi countrymen with 
unimaginable brutality, the 
blood-stained pages of our 
past bear witness to the tragic 
consequences of allowing the 
cancer of 'othering' to fester 
unchecked.

Closer home, the ethnic 
conflicts that have plagued 
states like Assam, Nagaland, 
and Manipur for decades 
serve as grim reminders of 
the toll exacted when we 
succumb to the seductive 
whispers of those who seek 
to sow the seeds of discord. 
The displacement of thou­
sands, the loss of innocent 
lives, and the shattering of 
countless dreams -  these 
are the bitter fruits borne 
by the tree of division and 
•mistrust.

Yet, even in the face of 
such stark historical lessons, 
we in Meghalaya seem to 
have fallen prey to the poi­
sonous rhetoric peddled by 
opportunistic politicians and 
vested interests. The narra-

jBy Mawphniang Napoleon

tive of'protecting the tribals 
against the wily non-tribal' 
has become a well-worn tac­
tic, exploited to gamer votes 
and consolidate power. But 
at what cost do we perpetuate 
this dangerous myth?

The very premise of'oth­
ering' the non-tribal residents 
of our state -  individuals and 
families who have called 
Meghalaya home for gen­
erations, contributing their 
sweat, toil, and talents to the 
development and progress 
of our shared homeland -  is 
a grievous injustice. To label 
them as 'outsiders' or 'threats' 
is not only a willful denial of 
their deep-rooted ties to this 
land but also a betrayal of the 
rich tapestry of diversity that 
has always been the hallmark 
of our region. We need only 
turn the pages of history to 
find shining examples of how 
the embrace of diversity has 
enriched and strengthened 
societies across the globe. 
The United States, a nation 
forged by immigrants from 
every comer of the world, 
stands as a testament to the 
power of unity in diversity. 
The incredible accomplish­
ments and contributions of 
individuals from myriad 
backgrounds have propelled 
that nation to the forefront 
of innovation, progress, and 
global influence.

Closer home, the vibrant 
cultures and traditions of 
the North-Eastern states 
themselves are a living em­
bodiment of the beauty that 
arises when we celebrate our 
differences rather than fear 
them. The intricate weave 
of diverse ethnic groups, 
each with their unique cus­
toms, languages, and ways 
of life, has created a tapes­
try of unparalleled richness 
and vibrancy. It is this very 
diversity that has made our 
region a jewel in the ercfw® of 
India's cultural heritage.

Yet, tragically, we seem 
to have lost sight of this fun­
damental truth, allowing the 
poison of 'othering' to seep 
into our collective conscious- 
ness. The dehumanizing 
language used to describe 
our non-tribal brethren, such 
as the degrading term 'poi-ei' 
mentioned by Mukhim, is a 
stark reminder of how far we 
have strayed from the path of 
compassion and inclusivity.

It is a bitter irony that even 
the teachings of Christianity, 
which espouse the virtues of 
treating others as we would 
have them treat us, seem to 
have had little impact on our 
collective behaviors. How 
can we reconcile the tenets of 
this faith with the very act of 
'othering' and dehumanizing 
our fellow human beings?

Letters to the Kditor

Evil of 
othering

Editor,
I am writing to appreciate 

the article, "Irrational Pas­
sions; the Politics of othering 
& unwarranted killings" by 
Patricia Mukhim (ST Mar 
29, 2024), as well as the 
letters protesting the hor­
rifying Ichamati killings of 
two "non-tribal" persons. To 
think that in the twenty-first 
century we still have such 
crude and violent othering 
of local minorities is sober­
ing. But all acts of violence 
always boomerang back to 
the violator. I have witnessed 
the subtle ways in which 
America's violence in Iraq 
boomeranged back through 
a downward spiral that con­
tinues to this day. Unless 
protested and confronted 
vigorously, such violence 
will come back to haunt and 
hurt the Khasi community 
more than any other. Love 
of the particular, when it is 
at the cost of the universal, 
is nothing but narcissism. 
Love of the tribe should 
prepare the tribe member 
for the greater love of the 
universal, whether India or 
the world. Besides, the term 
"non-tribal" is impolite and 
anonymising — as if the rest 
of us can be lumped together 
under one label, with no indi­
viduality whatsoever.

The above article remind­
ed me of Dr Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s application of the 
words of the great Jewish

philosopher Martin Buber. In 
his "Letter from Birmingham 
Jail," King says that racial 
segregation substitutes the 
"I-it" relationship for the 
"I-thou" — by objectifying 
the other.

I mourn this needless loss 
of two lives.

Yours etc., 
Deepa Majumdar 

Via email

Unjust 
Treatment of 
Local Artists: 

A Call for 
Reforms

Editor,
The Jaintia Hills Winter 

Festival organised by Creo- 
native Media Event Manage­
ment company supported 
by Meghalaya Tourism on 
December 28-29, 2023 held 
promise as a showcase of 
local talent set against the 
stunning backdrop of Me­
ghalaya's natural splendour. 
However, what happened 
behind the scenes has left 
a bad taste in the mouths of 
many local artists. Despite 
putting their hearts and-souls 
into their performances, 
many musicians go unpaid, 
whereas an international act 
was promptly compensated. 
Such discrimination strikes 
at the heart of our artistic 
community and requires 
quick action.

Shillong, known as the 
Rock Capital, has a thriv­

ing music culture that has 
produced innumerable mu­
sicians through the years. 
However, the dilemma of 
these artists seeking proper 
recompense highlights a 
wider systemic issue. It is 
intolerable that local art­
ists, who make significant 
contributions to our cultural 
scene, are placed in financial 
limbo while others receive 
preferential treatment.

This is about more than 
just delayed payments; it is 
also about respect, acknowl­
edgement, and our artists' 
livelihoods. Many people 
rely on music as a source 
of income, passion, and 
survival. Denying them due 
recompense is to erode the 
fundamental foundation of 
our cultural identity.

I urge the event organiz­
ers, Meghalaya Tourism, and 
our Chief Minister to address 
this injustice promptly. Lo­
cal artists deserve nothing 
less than fair recompense 
for their efforts and passion. 
Further, we ask the Govern­
ment to establish laws that 
ensure artists receive timely 
remuneration at all festivals 
and events. It is critical that 
we foster an environment in 
which our artists may thrive, 
certain that their contribu­
tions are acknowledged and 
respected.

In conclusion, let us stand 
in solidarity with our lo­
cal artists and demand the 
reforms required to protect 
their rights. Only then can 
we really commemorate 
Shillong's past as the Rock

Capital while also ensuring a 
bright future for our cultural 
community.

Yours etc., 
A concerned performer, 

Name withheld on request 
Via email

Empathy, 
compassion, 
love intrinsic 
to education
Editor,
I am writing to share 

some important insights 
inspired by the character 
Ram Shankar Nikumbh in 
the wonderful movie Taare 
Zameen Par. These insights 
offer valuable lessons for 
our education system and 
society.

In this heartwarming 
film, Nikumbh, portrayed 
by Aamir Khan, exempli­
fies kindness, patience, and 
understanding. His caring 
approach towards Ishaan, 
a child with dyslexia who 
struggles in school, under­
scores the need to recog­
nize and support the unique 
talents and needs of each 
student.

Nikumbh’s ability to look 
beyond grades and see the 
individuality and potential of 
his students reminds us that 
education is about more than 
just test scores. It compels us 
to create an inclusive envi­
ronment where every child 
feels valued, understood, and

Is this not a betrayal of the 
fundamental principles of 
love, empathy, and respect 
for the inherent dignity of 
all people?

The time has come for. 
us to engage in some deep 
soul-searching and confront 
the ugly realities that have 
taken root within our com­
munities. We must ask our­
selves: What kind of society 
do we aspire to build? Do 
we wish to create a haven 
of harmony, where diver­
sity is celebrated and every 
individual is afforded the 
opportunity to contribute to 
the betterment of our state? 
Or do we resign ourselves to 
a future of division, mistrust, 
and stagnation, where the 
politics of 'othering' hold 
sway, and the dreams of our 
children are shackled by 
the weight of prejudice and 
narrow-mindedness?

Breaking free from the 
divisions of our past will not 
be easy, but it's a journey we 
must undertake. It requires 
sustained effort, confronting 
harsh truths, and challenging 
deep-seated biases head-on. 
We have to engage in diffi­
cult conversations, listening 
openly to the stories and 
perspectives of those who 
have endured being treated 
as "others."

The writer Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie said it well: 
"The problem with stereo­
types is not that they are un­
true, but that they are incom­
plete. They make one story 
become the only story." For 
too long, the narrative around 
our non-tribal brother? and 
sisters has reduced them to 
a single, incomplete story - 
painting them as outsiders, 
threats to our way of life. We 
must reject this narrow view 
and seek to understand the 
nuances, complexities, and 
rich tapestry' of- experiences ■ 
that make up Our diverse 
communities.

Through open and hon­
est dialogue, we can begin 
dismantling the walls of 
ignorance and mistrust divid­
ing us. We need spaces where 
people from all backgrounds 
can share their stories and 
engage respectfully. It's in 
these spaces that true under­
standing can take root and 
empathy and compassion can 
be sown.

But words alone won't 
cut it. We must demand ac­
countability from leaders 
and institutions upholding, 
the law. The repeated fail­
ure to bring perpetrators of 
senseless violence to justice 
is a stain on our conscience. 
We must raise our voices 
together, demanding justice 
for victims and protection

encouraged to explore their 
strengths arid interests.

His dedication to Ishaan’s 
well-being highlights the 
importance of patience and 
perseverance in education. 
Nikumbh’s belief that every 
child can succeed with the 
right support emphasizes 
the transformative power 
of guidance and encourage­
ment.

Furthermore, Nikumbh’s 
collaboration with Ishaan’s 
parents underlines the cru­
cial role of parental involve­
ment in a child’s education. 
When educators and parents 
work together, they foster a 
nurturing environment that 
supports a child’s growth and 
development.

In a society that often pri­
oritizes academic achieve­
ments, Nikumbh’s example 
prompts,us to reconsider 
our approach to education. 
It inspires us to prioritize 
empathy, holistic develop­
ment, and individual growth 
over standardized measures 
of success.

Let us draw inspiration 
from the compassionate char­
acter of Nikumbh in Taare 
Zameen Par to transform 
our educational landscape. 
By embracing empathy, pa­
tience, and collaboration, we 
can create an inclusive envi­
ronment where every child’s 
unique talents are recognized 
and nurtured.

Yours etc, 
Pankaj Kumar, 

Shillong

for all citizens, regardless of 
ethnicity or religion.

Education shapes the 
hearts and minds of future 
generations, so it's our sacred 
duty to instill values of em­
pathy, critical thinking, and 
appreciation for diversity in 
our children. Exposing them 
to different cultures' stories, 
histories and perspectives 
can nurture an inclusive 
mindset rejecting harmful 
"othering" narratives.

Literature, art and cultural 
expression are powerful tools 
for fostering understand­
ing and empathy. Imagine 
a young mind immersed in 
Toni Morrison's novels il­
luminating the harsh realities 
of racism and oppression 
faced by African Americans. 
Or the impact of engaging 
with vibrant indigenous art 
and storytelling traditions 
persisting despite centuries 
of marginalization. These 
broaden our horizons but also 
appreciation for the resil­
ience, strength and humanity 
of the "othered."

Our efforts must extend 
beyond borders, as the strug­
gle against "othering" is a 
global imperative demanding 
collective action. We need 
only look at the plight of 
the Rohingyas in Myanmar, 
conflicts fueled by ethnic 
and religious tensions, or 
systemic racism persisting in 
developed nations. We have a 
moral obligation to stand in 
solidarity with those facing 
injustice, lending our voices 
to the call for equality and 
human dignity worldwide.

We must draw inspiration 
from those dedicating their 
lives to justice and human 
rights - Mahatma Gandhi, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Nel­
son Mandela. Their legacies 
remind Us that through non­
violence, compassion and 
unwavering commitment, we 
can ultimately triumph over 
division and hatred. Their 
teachings show the patirfe 
an inclusive society requires 
confronting our own biases, 
challenging perpetuating 
systems, and steadfast belief 
in the dignity of all humans.

Emboldened by the many 
individuals and groups glob­
ally promoting inclusivity, 
celebrating diversity and dis­
mantling dividing barriers, 
we are not alone. By forging 
alliances and collaborative 
efforts, we amplify our col­
lective impact towards posi­
tive change.

It's through this sustained, 
collective commitment'that 
we can heal wounds inflicted 
by "othering" and lay foun­
dations for a society embrac­
ing the rich tapestry of our 
shared humanity.

(The writer is an Advocate 
and Trade Unionist)

Need for strict 
environmental 
norms in hilly 

areas
Editor,
Ladakh's climate activ­

ist, Sonam Wangchuk asked 
the Centre to safeguard the 
fragile ecosystem of Hima­
layan mountains in Ladakh. 
Fragile ecosystems in both 
Ladakh and Uttarakhand de­
mand careful environmental 
impact assessment before 
undertaking excavation for 
building a tunnel or a high- 
rise. The Silkyara tunnel in 
Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi had 
collapsed trapping 41 work­
ers for 17 days in November 
last year. The project has 
again restarted. Recently, 
an operator, Govind Kumar, 
was killed when a machine 
on which he was sitting fell 
into a 25-feet-deep trench 
near the mouth of the Silk­
yara tunnel. Was there proper 
evaluation of safety and 
environmental issues before 
resuming the project?

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 
Kolkata

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Lok Sabha elections 
2024: An objective 

assessment
_____________ By VK Lyngdoh
How the general election 

to the 18th Lok Sabha from 1 
Shillong Parliamentary Con­
stituency pans out on April 
19, 2024 given the parties 
position as on November 25, 
2023. Let us examine region 
wise how each party will fare 
in the contest for the Shillong 
Parliamentary Constituency 
to the 18th Lok Sabha.

Jaintia Region 
The contest in 1. Nartiang 

Assembly Constituency will 
be between the INC and NPP. 
In 2 Jowai AC it will be be­
tween the NPP and UDP. In 
3. Raliang AC NPP will get 
through easily. In 4. Mokaiaw 
AC will be atriangular contest 
between the NPP, INC and 
UDP. In 5. Sutnga -Saipung 
AC the contest will be trian­
gular between NPP, INC and 
UDP. In 6. Khliehriat AC the 
contest will be between UDP 
and NPP and in 7. Amlarem 
AC the contest will be be­
tween the NPP and UDP. It 
may be noted that overall, 
in the Jaintia region the NPP 
has 41% of the vote share as 
of2023, followed by UDP 30 
% and INC 16%. The AITC 
has a vote share of 5%, BJP 
4%, Independent 2.7% and 
VPP0.3%.

Ri Bhoi Region 
The contest in 8. Mawhati 

AC will be a triangular one 
between the INC, NPP and 
UDP. In 9. Nongpoh AC too 
the contest is going to be a 
triangular one between the 
UDP, INC and NPP. In 10. 
Jirang AC the contest will be 
between the NPP and INC. In
11. Umsning AC the contest 
will be triangular between 
the INC, UDP and NPP. In
12. Umroi AC the NPP will 
have no contest. Overall in the 
Ri Bhoi region the NPP has a 
vote share of 31 %, INC 26%, 
UDP 21, AITC 11%, BJP, 
HSPDP and VPP 3 % each, 
;khd Independent 0:5%. '<»

East Khasi Hills
Urban region 

In 14. Pynthorumkhrah 
AC the contest will be trian­
gular between the NPP, INC 
and VPP but given the support 
of the BJP the NPP will come 
through. In 15. Mawlai AC 
the contest will be between 
the VPP and NPP. 16. East 
Shillong AC the contest will 
be between the NPP and 
INC but given the support of 
the BJP the NPP will come 
through. 17. North Shillong 
AC the contest is going to , 
be triangular between the 
VPP, NPP and UDP. 18. West 
Shillong AC the contest will 
be between the UDP and NPP 
and in 21. Nongthymmai AC 
the contest will be triangular
- between the UDP, VPP and 
NPP and with the support of 
the BJP and AITC, NPP will 
sail through comfortably. 
Overall in East Khasi Hills 
urban region the VPP has 
a vote share of 27.5%, BJP 
23%, NPP 16%, UDP 14%, 
INC 12%, AITC 6% and 
Independent 1.87% accord­
ing to the last available data 
of2023.

East Khasi Hills
rural region 

In 13. Mawrengkneng 
AC the contest is going to be 
triangular between the VPP, 
UDP and NPP. Similarly, the 
contest in 20. Mylliem AC is 
going to be triangular between 
the INC, VPP and NPP. In 
22. Nongkrem Assembly 
Constituency the contest will 
be triangular between the 
VPP, UDP and NPP. In 23. 
Sohiong AC the contest is 
going to be between the UDP 
and NPP. In 24. Mawphlang 
AC the contest is going to be 
between the UDP, INC, VPP 
and NPP. In 25. Mawsynram 
AC the contest is going to be 
between NPP and UDP and 
given the support of BJP, the 
NPP is in an advantageous 
position. In 26. Sheila AC the 
contest is going to be between 
the UDP and the NPP. In 27. 
Pynursla AC the contest will 
be triangular between the 
NPP, INC and UDP according 
to the 2023 data. In 28. Sohra 
AC the contest is going to be 
between NPP and UDP. In 29. 
Mawkynrew AC the contest is 
between the NPP and UDP. 
Over all in East Khasi Hills

rural region the NPP has a 
vote share of 37.83%, UDP 
28.57%, VPP 13.34%, INC 
7.77%, BJP 5.14%, AITC 
2.58%, HSPDP 2.48% and 
Independent 1.76%.

West Khasi Hills Region
In 32. Nongstoin AC the 

contest is going to be trian­
gular between the INC, NPP 
and UDP. In 33. Rambrai- 
Jymgam AC the contest is 
going to be between the RDA, 
NPP and INC and in 34. 
Mawshynrut AC the contest 
will be between the RDA. 
and NPP. Over all in the West 
Khasi Hills region the NPP 
has a vote share of 29.60%, 
HSPDP 26.91%, INC 18%, 
Independent 8.88%, UDP . 
6.8%, AITC 4.67%, VPP 

. 3.4% and BJP 1.11%.
South West Khasi 

|Hills Region
In 35. Ranikor AC the NPP 

is yet to open an account in 
this Constituency but with 
the support of the BJP it will 

' contest with the UDP. In 36. 
Mawkyrwat AC the contest is 
going to be between the RDA 
and NPP given the fact that the 
MDC from Mawkyrwat has 
shifted to NPP though RDA 
is in an advantageous posi-; 
tion. Over all in South West 
Khasi Hills region the UDP 
has a vote share of 40.64%, 
BJP 16.45%, INC 14.80%, 
HSPDP 9.09%, AITC 7.07%, 
Independent 5.19%, NPP 
4.79% and VPP 1.48%.

Eastern West Khasi 
Hills Region

In 30. Mairang AC the con­
test is going to be between the 
UDP and NPP given the fact 
that the MDC from Mairang 
has shifted to the NPP. In 31. 
Mawthadraishan AC the con­
test is going to be between the 
RDA and NPP and the former 
is in an advantageous posi­
tion. Overall, in the Eastern 
West Khasi Hills region as, 

“'thffigs stand the UDP lial*i« 
vote share of 42.53%, INC 
23.92%, HSPDP 21.67%, 
NPP 9.56%, VPP 1.18% and 
BJP 0.46%.

In political discourse, the 
concept of vote bank refers 
to a loyal bloc of voters from 
a single community. These 
voters consistently back a par­
ticular candidate or political 
formation during democratic 
elections. The term “vote 
bank” often arises due to 
an expectation of benefits 
whether real or imagined 
from the political formations, 
sometimes at the expense of 
other communities. Some 
of the key points about vote 
banks: A vote bank is a group 
of voters aligned based on 
factors such as caste, sect, 
religion, or language. Po­
litical parties recognise these 
groups and tailor their strate- ' 
gies to appeal to them. The 
existence of a vote bank can 
be both persistent and subject 
to change. Some vote banks 
remain steadfast over time, 
consistently supporting a 
particular party. However, 
shifts can occur due to chang­
ing demographics, political 
developments, or shifts in 
party policies.

While vote banks play 
a role in electoral politics, 
they are generally considered 
undesirable. Relying solely 
on vote banks can hinder the 
principles of representative 
democracy. It encourages vot­
ing based on self-interest rath­
er than informed judgement. 
In India historically some of 
the first identified vote banks 
were along caste lines. Other 
vote banks have formed based 
on religion, language, or other 
community characteristics. 
Some argue that vote banks 
based on caste or religion 
hinder secularization efforts. 
While vote banks persist, 
they are not static. Political 
dynamics, social changes and 
evolving priorities can influ­
ence their composition and 
impact over time. However, 
Informed judgement, taking 
into account the national per­
spective and current dynamics 
of politics in India is impera­
tive while casting our vote 
for a political party from the 
prestigious 1 Shillong Parlia­
mentary Constituency to the 
18th Lok Sabha.
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A scapegoat remains effective as long 
as we believe in its guilt. ”

___ — Rene Girard
The Shillong Times
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Demographic dividend
THE World Bank has observed that India, as also 
the entire geographic region with its high popu­
lation growth, is squandering the demographic 
dividend. Well said. With a population bulge of 
1.40 billion, India might soon edge past China 
and become the world’s most populous nation. A 
major difference between India and China is that 
China uses its manpower to the maximum, even 
by coercion, while India encourages laziness. A 
.nation grows by using its people’s productive 
energies. China has shown it and is today the 
world’s second largest economy, next to the 
US. India is in the fifth slot, next also to Japan 
and Germany.

Japan is a hard-working nation. Like a phoe­
nix, it emerged from the World War II nuclear 
bombings, took lessons from Germany and 
worked hard, excelled in technology and built a 
huge economy. Germany benefited hugely from 
the Industrial Revolution that started in Europe 
in the 18-th century. India was at the receiving 
end of the Industrial Revolution as cotton and 
other natural resources from this country were 
shipped to Europe to feed their factories there. 
The post-Independence era from 1947 did some 
good to India under the visionary leadership of 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel. The suc­
ceeding generations of politicians that ran this 
nation showed a penchant to play to the gallery 
and demonstrated a lack of long-term vision. 
The poor remain poor despite the Garibi Hatao 
slogan raised by Indira Gandhi in the early 1970s 
to win a parliament election. The food security 
law brought into force some 40 years later by the 
UPA-II government was, on the face of it, a good 
idea. But, with hugely subsidised or free rations 
becoming a  right of the citizens, the large army 
of India’s poor have lost their urge to work. A 
lazy nation gave a booster dose to laziness.

With the corruption graph rising in recent de­
cades, setting up industries has become a more 
expensive proposition. Those who attempt it 
will have to grease the palms of politicians and 
bureaucrats. The hurdles are many. The dawn 
of the age of Liberalization in the early 1990s 
promised an end to the Licence Raj, a largely 
corrupt practice, but it reappeared in new forms. 
Even to start a modest holiday home to rent out 
space to tourists, as many as 20 clearances have 
to be obtained from the ‘authorities’. Industri­
alization has been largely hit and the nation is 
relying on manufactured goods from China. 
This is worsening the joblessness scenario. As 
the tracking agencies noted, the employment 
ratio for the South Asia region now is at 59 per 
cent against 70 elsewhere. Female employment 
ratio is at its lowest in India, below 40 per cent, 
and the youth unemployment ratio is currently 
over 45 per cent.

Who are the people 
of Ichamati?

Letters to the Editor

Evils of the 
caste prejudice

Editor,
When D alit and OBC 

students demand caste res­
ervation  in proportion  to 
their respective population 
in a private university, some 
people have criticised it by 
raising the flags o f merit and 
Indian brotherhood. Every 
Indian state has its quota o f 
Lok Sabha constituencies, 
for example 29 Lok Sabha 
seats have been earmarked 
for Madhya Pradesh on the 
basis of  its population. This 
is absolutely necessary for 
the existence o f  a federal 
structure. Similarly, reserva­
tion for SC, ST and OBC in 
proportion to their respec­
tive population is needed to 
ensure social justice.

Without reservation in the 
parliamentary seats on the 
basis ot the population of a 
state, the regional balance 
of power would greatly be 
damaged. In that case, many 
states oflndia may not have 
representation in Parliament 
because nepotism  and re­
gional favouritism  in the 
euise o f  meritocracy would 
throw a challenge to propor­
tional representation.

Then Parliament would 
look like the Indian cricket 
team where players only from 
a few states get a chance to 
represent the whole country. 
Though there is a regional 
quota for selectors to mini­
mise regional favouritism but 
more often than not, selec­
tors face charges even from 
those who are against caste 
reservation that a player of 
his state has become a victim 
of nepotism.

Just like the state quota 
for Lok Sabha constituencies 
is a must to safeguard the 
interests of all Indian states, 
the caste reservation is also 
a necessity for democratic 
distribution of power among 
all communities and castes 
in India. Caste is a reality in 
India. One in four Indians (27 
percent respondents across 
India) said that the practice 
of untouchability had been 
followed in her or his daily 
life (the 2011-12 India Hu­
man Development Survey 
- IHDS-2).

According to studies 
conducted by the National 
Council of Applied Eco­
nomic Research in 2016, 
only about 5% of marriages 
in India are inter-caste mar­
riages. Caste identity cannot 
be changed with the change

The recent killing of Ishan 
Singh and Sujit Dutta (Phu- 
ruin Dutta) in Ichamati, Shei­
la, has once again brought to 
light the fault lines that exist 
between the indigenous and 
non-indigenous communities 
in the state. The animosity 
predates the CAA, but the 
passing of the legislation 
and the formulation of the 
rules have only exacerbated 
the divide. Ichamati has, 
especially, been a volatile 
location, having seen the 
outbreak of violence in 2020 
during the CAA agitation 
when 35-year-old Lurshai 
Hynniewta, a member of 
the Khasi Students’ Union, 
was killed in clashes with 
some members of the non- 
indigenous community. The 
violence reached Shillong 
as well, where one Rup- 
chan Dewan was stabbed 
at Iewduh, leading to his 
death. After that, the govern­
ment imposed a curfew and 
clamped down on interment 
services to prevent any ru­
mor mongering that might 
inflame the situation further. 
Fortunately, this time around, 
the violence has not spread 
beyond Ichamati, which is 
understandable since the 
people killed belonged to the 
non-indigenous community, 
who are minorities in the 
state. Among the political 
parties, as of the writing of 
this article, only the VPP 
and B JP have condemned the 
killings and demanded ac­
tion, while others have kept 
mum. The Chief Minister has 
especially been quiet, which 
has been the biggest disap­
pointment. For me, the kill­
ings in Ichamati have been 
quite a traumatic moment 
since I had visited the area 
a few years ago and met and 
stayed with the local non- 
indigenous community, who 
were very gracious hosts. 
And it is the experience of 
that visit that I am going to 
share to help others under­
stand the people who have 
been caught in the crosshairs 
of this violence.

I remember going to Shei­
la for the first time in 2012. 
In 2020, a few months after 
the violence in which Lurshai 
Hynniewta was killed, I was 
visiting it again as part of a 
social audit team to assess , 
the functioning of a couple 
of schools in Ichamati re­
garding the implementation 
o f a government scheme 
meant for the SC community. 
Nothing much had changed 
since 2012. The road from 
Ichamati to the village where 
the school was located was 
almost non-existent. It was 
bad enough in winter, and I 
shuddered to imagine what 
the condition would be dur­
ing the monsoon months 
as the area lays directly on 
the path of the south-west 
monsoon winds, which bring 
rainfall to the entire North 
East. Then there’s the excess 
runoff from the Sohra pla­
teau, which drains to Shelia, 
turning it into a massive 
wetland. People would, in

of class. One in four Indians 
who practices untouchability 
will not touch even a well-off 
Dalit. Whereas 95 among 
100 Indians avoid marrying 
even rich Dalits.

Higher castes dominate 
powerful positions in our 
country. Now, how could a 
higher caste selector, who 
practices untouchability, 
appoint a candidate from a 
backward caste in his college 
or company? The vulnerabil­
ity of backward castes in our 
society demands positive dis­
crimination like reservation 
in their favour in proportion 
to their population just like 
footpaths should be reserved 
for vulnerable pedestrians.

It is necessary to create 
a level playing field for the 
marginalised castes through 
reservation. Untouchability, 
which taunts the rhetoric of 
'We are Indians first.’ has to 
take a backseat when mar­
ginalised castes get academic 
and political power.

As a matter of fact, more 
and more people are realising 
the necessity of reservation 
policy in our country. It has 
been decided that 33 percent 
seats in the Lok Sabha and 
state assemblies would be 
reserved for women after the 
next census.

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

fact, use boats to travel as the 
roads are submerged during 
this period. Has the situation 
improved since 2020? I don’t 
know as I have not been to 
the area since. But I doubt 
any substantial change has 
taken place.

We reached the village 
late in the afternoon, where 
we were greeted by the 
school officials. A prelimi­
nary inspection of the school 
infrastructure was conducted, • 
which, on casual viewing, 
was already revealing the 
inadequacy of the facilities. 
The school had no water or 
play ground for the school­
children. In the next couple 
of days, there were focus 
group discussions with each 
individual class, followed 
by personal interviews with 
randomly selected students.
I interviewed a dozen boys 
and a couple of girls. After 
the interviews were done, I 
took a walk around the vil­
lage with another member of 
the social audit team.

I was curious to under­
stand how the conflict in 
Ichamati started and its af­
termath. We met a person 
who was quite comfortable 
talking about it. This person 
was a resident of the village 
and was present at the school 
when we first arrived. Ac­
cording to him, it was the 
passing of Donkupar Roy 
that changed the dynamics 
in the area. Acutely aware 
of the need to maintain peace 
in a multi-ethnic Shelia, the 
(L) Donkupar Roy never al­
lowed any meeting that had 
the potential to disrupt that 
harmony. After his demise, 
that arrangement no longer 
existed, and the local pres­
sure groups were able to 
convene an anti-CAA and 
pro-ILP meeting in Ichamati. 
Trouble erupted after one of 
those meetings, which spi- 
raled into an ethnic conflict 
whose configuration was not 
as simple as presumed. There 
were a lot of different groups 
involved in the incident (in­
digenous and non-indige­
nous), but according to our 
respondent, only a couple of 
non-indigenous groups were 
targeted by the administra­
tion. One has to always take 
any testimony with a grain 
of salt, especially when per­
sonal interests are embedded. 
But having lived through 
the heady 90's, when ethnic 
animosity was pervasive, I 
knew there was an element 
of truth in his story.

The next day, we went 
to see the Indo-Bangla bor­
der, which was less than 
30 minutes away from the 
village. There we met an 
upper caste person who was 
one of the few people who 
owned land in the village. 
Most of the people in the 
village were landless, renting 
land from the Khasi com­
munity on which they grew 
paddy (three varieties) and 
some vegetables. The biggest

Interestingly, some per­
sons who are against caste 
reservation, support state 
quota for parliamentary 
seats, gender reservation, 
reservation of seats for senior 
citizens in buses and trains! 
They protest when a reserved 
part of a street (footpaths) is 
occupied, forcing vulnerable 
pedestrians to walk on the 
street. This underlines that 
there are misgivings about 
capabilities of backward 
castes. When Aryans came 
to India, they saw for the first 
time in their lives excellent 
urban planning and civilisa­
tion. Our Dalit brothers and 
sisters carry more DNA in 
their body of those town 
planners and engineers than 
their higher caste counter­
parts. Dalits have system­
atically been exploited for 
centuries and forced to forget 
who they really are.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 
Kolkata

Discussions on 
China, crucial

Editor,
Having lived in various 

parts of North East India 
over the past few decades 
and having appreciated the

market was Ichamati, which, 
after the incident, had also 
undergone some changes. 
Many of the shops belonging 
to the non-indigenous com­
munity were closed down 
and had not reopened until 
the time of our visit. In re­
sponse, the village organized 
its own market where people 
from surrounding villages 
wpuld come with their pro­
duce. Some people from the 
village were engaged in ex­
port business to Bangladesh. 
However, the COVID-19 
pandemic had brought about 
a disruption in it as well, 
The last couple of years had 
been particularly difficult 
for the people of the village. 
Even in normal conditions, 
schemes rarely reached the 
village, with more than 2/3 of 
the residents not having any 
voting rights despite having 
the paperwork, which proved 
that they were long-time 
residents of the area. Having 
been marginalized for a very 
long time, the ethnic conflict 
and COVID-19 only served 
to marginalize them further. 
In all of this, the presence 
of the school was one of the 
only few bright spots.

The last day of the visit 
consisted of a focus group 
discussion with the parents. 
Most of the parents were 
from the village itself. Some 
had come from a neighbor­
ing village, which during the 
monsoon season could only 
be accessed by boat. The 
findings were shared with 
the community, which knew 
that the situation was not 
perfect but also imderstood 
that it was an improvement 
from their own days. One 
of the parents became very 
emotional during the hear­
ing. She recounted how she 
herself got no opportunity 
for education whea she was 

’ yotog but wanted her chil­
dren not to suffer the same 
fate. Neglected by those 
in power and belonging to 
lower strata within their own 
community (SC are the for­
mer untouchables of Hindu 
society), the plight of many 
of the parents was a particu­
larly heartbreaking one.

The curious thing about 
the social audit exercise was 
that this particular social 
audit was being done for a 
scheme that had yet to be 
implemented, revealing the 
apathetic attitude of those 
in positions of power. One 
of the recommendations the 
social audit team made was 
to immediately release the 
funds so that the scheme 
could become operational. 
Those who had come from 
other villages also hoped that 
similar schemes would be 
available to them in the near 
future. Were the recommen­
dations implemented, and 
were the other villages given 
the benefit of the scheme? I 
don’t know. My assignment 
ended after the exercise, 
and I have not kept in touch

people and the environment, 
I have great respect and love 
for the region that I belong 
to. I also revel in the fact 
that all matters of regional 
and national interest are dis­
cussed and debated actively 
by the people, the media and 
the intelligentsia in a spirit 
of openness and giving space 
to those holding differing 
opinions.

It is therefore quite sur­
prising to note that there is 
no talk or discussion about 
China in this strategically 
vital region. Our largest 
neighbour, the second larg­
est economy in the world, 
the country claims over 
90,000 sq lan of North East 
India’s territory (almost the 
entire Arunachal Pradesh 
and parts of Assam as well) 
is conspicuously absent from 
public and quite often pri­
vate discussions. I wonder 
as to the reasons for this 
vacuum in public and policy 
discourse, even as China 
remains at the forefront of 
concern for most of the world 
and not just India.

Through these columns 
I would like to initiate a 
debate on the issue of the 
region’s engagement with 
and views on India’s pre­
eminent rival in Asia -  one

with those working on the 
scheme. But I hope they have 
the scheme and that the other 
villages have received the 
same benefits as well.

A very common concern 
of the students and the par­
ents was also the lack of 
higher education institutions. 
After matriculation, students 
had two choices: either go to 
Sohra or Shillong for higher 
classes or stop their studies. 
For the lower-income fami­
lies of the village, this was a 
particularly difficult choice. 
There was one particular 
case that encapsulated the 
problems of education faced 
by the people in the village. 
During the personal inter­
view, my colleague encoun­
tered a bright student who is 
the topper in her class. IJer 
family is among the poorest 
in the village, and they live in 
a house that has no electric­
ity. Like many others in the 
village, they are landless. She 
wanted to study further but 
knew it would be impossible 
unless the current school gets 
higher secondary classes. 
Education could be the only 
way for her to escape the 
clutches of poverty and, in 
the process, uplift the condi­
tion of her family as well. 
What has happened to her? 
Will she be able to achieve 
her dreams? Or will she be 
forced to get married, have 
children, and spend her life 
regretting what could have 
been? This is not just her 
story but that of many of the 
young people in the village.

Border areas in Megha­
laya have always faced the 
brunt of apathy and neglect. 
At the same time, in the past, 
these areas were in the zone 
of transition between differ­
ent cultures and must have 
been particularly vibrant, 
a zone of not just cultural 
exchange but also of trade. 
Partition has now made these 
areas a forgotten zone re­
membered only during times 
of crisis. The non-inaig 
population of this particular 
area faced additional chal­
lenges because they are the 
‘other’. Can we, as a commu­
nity (i.e., the Khasi commu­
nity), who are a minority in 
this vast subcontinent, justify 
perpetuating the same treat­
ment that we accuse others 
of doing to us? And without 
overcoming the majoritarian 
prejudice that permeates this 
subcontinent, can we ever 
hope of building an egalitar­
ian society for ourselves? I 
don’t think so.

For many of us who are 
not from Ichamati, we will 
have many opinions about 
what has happened. But in 
all of that, the human stories 
of the people who stay in 
the area should not be for­
gotten. In the end, that’s the 
only thing that will keep us 
human, and I hope we don’t 
forget that.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f the 
author and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to any 
organisation or institution)

that has in the past cast a long 
shadow over the North East 
region -  whether through 
sustained ideological and 
other support for the various 
insurgent groups or through 
the attempted invasion of 
the region in 1962 and more 
recently by flooding the re­
gion with cheap and low 
quality goods that undermine 
regional industry and its 
economy, or even attemt- 
ping to ‘rename’ places in 
Arunachal Pradesh!

Such a debate would be 
constructive and involve 
members of the public, aca­
demics, intellectuals, media 
persons, those in industry, 
among others, and aim to 
set out what role North East 
India sees for itself vis a vis 
China and its relations with 
India. Perhaps your esteemed 
news daily could take the 
lead in this endeavour, by 
devoting a regular China 
corner to invited opinions 
and views.

Yours etc., 
NK Sarmah, 

Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

Ghost Wearing A Hel­
met..!

The skeleton standing in 
the middle of the road, at the 
dead of night, got me startled. 
“A ghost wearing a helmet!” 
I whispered in fear, stopping 
my car and walking towards 
the eerie bony figure dancing 
up and down in front of me. “I 
never thought ghosts needed 
helmets!”

“If I had only worn one 
when I was alive, I wouldn’t 
be a ghost now,” wept the 
strange figure. “If I had worn 
a helmet, I wouldn’t be seeing 
my two children starving and 
my wife struggling to make 
ends meet. If I had only worn 
a helmet then!”

“You are wearing one 
now,” I said.

“Now, when it is too late,” 
said the ghost, putting his 
hand on his fiberglass helmet 
and trying to tug it off, “Now 
it’s stuck to me forever!” 

“What happened?” I 
asked.

‘I was a small business 
man, who was just beginning 
to do well,” wept the ghost, “I 
used to trudge all over town 
marketing my stuff.”

“A successful ghost story!” 
I said happily.

“My business did well,” 
continued the ghost, ignoring 
my comment, “and I was able 
to shift into a bigger flat, and 
my children were put into 
good schools... and then I 
bought a motorbike!”

“A rags to riches story!” 
I said.

“A riches to dust story!” 
cried the ghost. “It was the 
pride of my life, my most 
valued possession.”

“And what about the hel­
met?” I asked, looking at the 
contraption on his head.

“Ah the helmet,” said the 
ghost again trying to pull it 
off, “It was given to me by my 
wife, she said she loved my

streets are not. Like an ava­
lanche, bikes have come to 
stay, but rules have not. A few 
years ago, I stopped by a traf­
fic policeman and asked hip 
why he was not penalizing 
those who were not wear? 
ing helmets, “They are pclot 
people sir!” he replied. ~

And that is the attitude of 
those in authority. Not for a 
moment do they think that that - 
same poor person once dead 
leaves behind a starving fam­
ily, and because ofthe attitude 
ofpolicemen and the stupidly 
of the bike rider one dearth 
causes a family to die.

Each of us has a respon­
sibility to see that lives ar£ 
saved. I had a rule I made 6# 
both my daughters. I kne% 
that I could never prevent 
them from going pillion fin 
someone's bike, so I told 
them, “See to it that yqu 
wear a helmet when you git 
behind!” “But dad, guys dotj’t  
cany an extra helmet!” Thgy 
both cried.

“The guy who yalues your 
life will!” I said, and left,it 
at feat '

I once remember I was 
hopping mad to hear my jet 
dest had gone on a long jaunt 
with a guy from her college 
on his bike. I called her and 
even now so many years later 
I can hear her shaky voic§ 
telling me, “But I’m wearing 
a helmet dad!”

And now there’s somfr; 
thing else that’s crept in, afld 
that is an absolute disregatd 
for rules. Bike riders overtake 
from any side, and if that car 
or lorry swerves, there’s ljd 
place for bike and rider ajsl 
even the unfortunate pillfofl 
to be under the wheels of^J 
truck. And that’s instantaj 
neous death.

Why do they do it? Well,T 
can think of nothing else b\it 
impatience.

We seem to be a country

head and wanted it intact!” 
“A wise woman,” I said. 
“Who I laughed at,” said 

the ghost bitterly. “I never 
once wore the helmet!” 

“Blockhead,” I shouted. 
“Yes,” said the ghost,

of impatient people. We 0® 
the most dangerous things, 
because we cannot wait a few 
seconds.I would suggest that 
fee police make it compulsoiy 
for every rider to paste a pic 
of his family somewhere on

“There are thousands o f us, who have lost ■; 
our lives because o f our stupidity, ” cried they  
ghost, “But worse there are hundreds and ; 

thousands o f pillion riders, wives and children* 
who sit at the back,without one. Tell them to > 

save their heads and wear a helmet. And not ju$t 
wear one to fool the cops, but to buckle it up. \\ 

I t’s no use wearing a helmet after you ’re dead,' 
it can’t even protect you from your guilt! ” ; •,

“Though it was more mince­
meat when I had the accident. 
There was nothing left of it!” 

“And how come you are 
wearing the helmet now?” I 
asked.

“She threw it into the fu­
neral pyre,” said the ghost 
weeping. “And now I have to 
wear it forever, as a reminder 
of my foolishness.”

“What a sad story,” I said. 
“There are thousands of 

us, who have lost our lives 
because of our stupidity,” 
cried the ghost, “But worse 
there are hundreds and thou­
sands of pillion riders, wives 
and children who sit at the 
back without one. Tell them 
to save their heads and wear a 
helmet. And not just wear one 
to fool fee cops, but to buckle 
it up. It’s no use wearing a 
helmet after you’re dead, it 
can’t even protect you from 
your guilt!”

I watched the ghost fading 
away, a helmet on his broken 
skull!

The story might be an 
imaginary one, but the deaths 
on the highways, and even

the bike’s handlebar where he 
or she can see it all fee tiri)e, 
“I’m going to take a risk by 
overtaking from the left,” Kb 
says to himself, then sees fee 
pic of his little child or loving 
wife and stops himself. Isa’t 
it better that he comes home 
a few minutes late than never 
coming home at all?

There are thousands of 
ghosts like the one you’ve just 
read about, some waving hel­
mets they should have worp 
and others copies of traffic 
rules they should have fol­
lowed. Look carefully when 
you take the road next and 
you will hear them whispering 
and waving to you like those 
pitiable monsters in Netflix’s 
‘Walking Dead’ pleading wife 
you to ride your two- wheeler 
with care for yourself and 
concern for your family. 1;

Hush! Can you hear their 
weeping? I;

The Author conducts 
Online Writers and Speaks  
Course. For more details 
send a thumbs-up to him on 
WhatsApp 9892572883 or 
bobsbanter@gmail com *
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'‘Setting goals is the first step 
in turning the invisible into 

the visible.”
— Tony Robbins
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Lok Sabha election sans noise
WHY does the Lok Sabha election lack the hype 
and hoopla of an Assembly election? An analysis 
by this newspaper finds that the common person 
in Meghalaya hardly knows what the role and re­
sponsibilities of a Member of Parliament (MP) is. 
Political parties and candidates also take advantage 
of this ignorance to reduce the political speeches 
to bragging rights about what their party candidate 
would do once he/she is elected. Even the issues 
raised at election platforms are intended to deceive 
and to promise the electorate even what is unreal­
istic. Why should political parties spend so much 
time castigating one another instead of laying out 
the priorities of their party in the next parliament. 
In fact, the scenario building exercise should have 
started now. And the scenario is that if the BJP wins 
the next elections by a majority, the Constitution 
would undergo certain amendments/additions, that 
are intended to bring uniformity -  whether that be in 
religion, language, culture, worldview et al. In such 
a situation what will an MP supporting the NDA- 
led government do under the circumstances? What 
if the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is implemented 
right after the first session of the next parliament? 
What will be the stance of the MPs belonging to the 
NPP? What about those MPs belonging to the other 
parties should they win this Lok Sabha election? 
The Congress MPs have the INDIA backing. What 
if the UDP/VPP/Independent MP candidate wins? 
Who will they align with to amplify their voices? 
Alone they have little chance of being heard? In any 
case when certain controversial policies are framed 
that are likely to jeopardise the future of minority 
rights, who will stand with them to ensure that such 
policies don’t see the light of day?

These are questions that the electorate should be 
raising before the MP candidates instead of listening 
to long-winded speeches where candidates engage 
in mud-slinging, personal attacks and rhetoric. Elec­
tions are about the ideology and the manifesto of the 
political party/parties and such manifesto should be 
studied and analysed to see if they meet the needs 
of the people in these small states. A majoritarian 
ideology that seeks to bring uniformity of laws and 
to even dilute the protective mechanisms granted to 
scheduled tribes in this region has to be contested. 
That contest cannot come from a party that is already 
aligned with the ruling party. Does the electorate of 
Meghalaya understand these nuances of politics? Ch­
are they ready to vote for a candidate on the basis of 
their grandstanding? A political party that seeks to 
upend everything that the drafting committee of the 
Constitution worked so hard at including -  which is 
respect for the diversity that India represents, cannot 
hope to hold the polity together in what can best be 
described as a bouquet of aspirations. For this to 
happen, the electorate must vote with their brains, 
not with their emotions.

Letters to the Editor

BJP-NPP
bhai-bhai!

Editor,
The prolonged denoue­

m ent has, alas, let the cat 
out o f  the bag; inferring that 
NPP, a regional party, o f Me­
ghalaya has unconditionally 
won the much-needed sup­
port o f the saffron party, with 
an exclusive com m itm ent 
to  defeating  the national 
party Congress and all other 
regional parties in the ensu­
ing parliamentary elections. 
In terestingly , w hile reca­
pitulating the last Meghalaya 
Assem bly elections, 2023, 
the Congress candidate from 
East Shillong constituency 
Manuel Badwar, on the day 
o f his filing o f nomination, 
had unerringly asserted that 
NPP and BJP, while fighting 
it out against each other in 
some constituencies, in their 
heart o f hearts are but play­
ing cheap drama to obfuscate 
e lec to ra te s  subconscious 
mind.

From the very inception 
there were telltale signs that 
NPP was slyly hobnobbing 
with the BJP and this had 
resoundingly come to pass 
when the NPP member o f 
Lok Sabha, Agatha Sangma, 
the sib ling  o f  the incum ­
bent Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma, voted in favour of 
the Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA), in 2019. Hence, 
some discerning electorates 
have p resupposed  that if

Easter celebrations in
the backdrop of elections

Ampareen romps home in 
the forthcoming national 
elections she will have to 
follow the same trajectory in 
line with any parliamentary 
bill that have Sangh Parivar 
oriented affinity. Hence my 
Letter to the Editor that sur­
faced in these very columns 
captioned, 'Voting for NPP 
is voting BJP '(ST March 
2,2023) couldn't have been 
more correct in my precog­
nition of the NPP and BJP’s 
nuanced understanding. 
Nevertheless, as a caveat, I 
,for one would like to remind 
NPP, that a regional party, 
aligning with an affluent 
and seemingly invincible na­
tional political party can end 
up in being a kiss of death, 
and this narrative is dem­
onstrated in absolute terms 
by the latest collapse of the 
alignment of BJP and BJD, 
a regional party of Odisha 
given that the incumbent 
Chief Minister of Odisha, 
Naveen Patnaik, a farsighted 
and an astute politician, has 
visualized that in the fullness 
of times his regional party 
limited to his State would 
be overwhelmed by an all 
influential national political 
party like the BJP!

Further, to spice up the 
arguments, on the eve of 
last year’s State Assembly 
elections, the South Shillong 
MLA, Sanbor Shullai had 
aptly asserted the incontro­
vertible fact by stating that 
though NPP and BJP couldn't 
see eye to eye in course

Easter was celebrated 
on the last day of the finan­
cial year. Hymns of ‘We 
rejoice because Jesus has 
risen from the dead. He has 
overcome death, Satan, his 
temptations and sin. We too 
will rise again with Christ,’ 
echoed in every church. But 
what does ‘Christ has risen,’ 
mean? What bearing does the 
defeat of Christ over sin and 
death have on his followers? 
When we say, ‘We too will 
rise again with Christ’ does 
it mean we will rise again 
only after our deaths? We 
start with events leading to 
Calvary.

Money kills
Judas Iscariot sold Jesus 

for thirty pieces of silver. 
Today’s value is about Rs 
25,000. The betrayer led 
Jewish authorities to Christ 
in Gethsemane. Realizing 
his foolishness the ‘finance 
in charge’ attempted to return 
the ‘blood money’ to the 
chief priests and later hanged 
himself. The love for money 
caused Judas’s own demise 
and contributed to Christ’s 
death.

Christians in India cel­
ebrated Easter against the 
backdrop of the upcoming 
general elections. The pres­
ent government boasts of 
massive development in 
the last ten years, of hav­
ing met the aspiration of 
young Indians and of having 
modernised the country. The 
merits of the claims are de­
batable. The ‘Acche Din’ has 
not arrived. Modi's nine-year 
reign is dubbed ‘disastrous’ 
by critics. Sceptics say there 
is hardly any smart city, 
no ideal village, no district 
where every house has a 
toilet, no district where new 
hospitals are running well, no 
sector where one lakh jobs 
were provided and so on. Re­
gardless, it is undeniable that 
more development happened. 
The point is, the obsession 
for economic progress has 
also caused certain ‘deaths.’ 
Many a citizen feels that 
democracy is in real danger. 
Another term for Narendra 
Modi, with the same or a 
greater majority could end 
the India we know and love. 
The Constitution could be 
changed. Secularism could 
be deleted. India could be­
come a Hindu state. Hence 
there are other ideals more 
important than economic 
prosperity. Riches are mean­
ingless if democratic rights 
are absent and pluralism is 
denied. It is commendable 
that some Christian lead­
ers are openly speaking up 
against bringing back the 
Hindutva forces to power.

The BJP possesses un­
matched resources. It is pos­
sible that MLAs from other 
parties in Maharashtra, Kar­
nataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Goa, Manipur and other

of electioneering but post 
elections the former would 
call the latter as Bhai-Bhai, 
as NPP has had to depend 
entirely on money doled out 
according to the whims of 
the NDA- led Government 

Yours etc., 
Jerome K Diengdoh, 

Shillong-2

Bankers 
should load 

ATMs with Rs 
100 and Rs 200 

notes
Editor,
The central government 

rolled out the Jan Dhan Yo- 
jana, a program for which 
people often heap praise 
on Prime Minister Modi. 
It seeks to empower every 
citizen, focusing particularly 
on the weaker sections of 
society. The Prime Minister 
emphasizes that banking 
transactions should not be 
a privilege reserved only 
for the rich, instead, every 
underprivileged individual 
should be brought into the 
mainstream financial system. 
In other words, every bank 
should ensure easy access 
to financial services such 
as withdrawals, savings, 
deposit accounts, remit­
tances, credit, insurance, and 
pensions. This zero-balance 
account has also effectively

By Albert Thymiang

states were paid crores to join 
the Party. The democratic 
process was subverted by 
money power. The misuse 
of the ED and other law 
enforcing agencies made 
opponents run to the ruling 
dispensation. Should we 
still support a party that pays 
scant respect for the will of 
the people under the pretext 
of economic welfare?

The electoral bond is the 
biggest scam in independent 
India. The cash of the BJP 
alone is almost equal to that 
o f the combined opposi­
tion. With the scheme being 
declared unconstitutional 
quid pro quo links will be 
established. This enormous 
wealth could have been used 
to ‘kill’ rivals and gain undue 
advantage. However, this 
humongous asset could lead 
to electoral ‘death’ of the 
ruling party.

In our state we talk of po­
litical parties and candidates 
purchasing voters during 
elections. This easy money 
has killed our conscience. 
Our ‘inherent value’ a ‘riew 
tip briew tip Blei’ race (a 
God fearing race) and ‘kamai 
da ka hok’ (earn through 
honest means) is supressed. 
The ‘Christian teaching’ of 
honesty is forgotten. The 
‘Christian’ state feels no guilt 
over sin. Judas still has lots 
of fans, among them are the 
‘closer’ disciples who readily 
grab the ‘election money’.

Rules flouted
After his arrest Jesus faced 

six trials -  three religious and 
three civil. First, he was tak­
en to the former high priest 
called Annas, then to the 
current high priest Caiaphas 
and then to Sanhedrin, the 
Jewish court. The charge was 
blasphemy. The decision was 
death. The trials had serious 
illegalities. The religious 
leaders flouted the rules 
they themselves enacted. 
Among other practices, no 
one was to be judged during 
the festive days, no accused 
was to be tried at night and 
each member of the court 
had to vote individually to 
convict or acquit someone. 
Jesus was tried before and 
after midnight. The trial took 
place during the feast of the 
Passover at lightning speed 
and Jesus was convicted by 
public acclaims. Throughout 
the trials Jesus was given no 
legal representation though 
the rules said otherwise.

Since the Jews had no 
authority to execute Jesus, 
he was taken to Pilate. The 
charge was changed from 
blasphemy to treason. The 
Roman governor in Judea 
found Jesus not guilty. Pilate 
sent Jesus to Herod - the tet- 
rarch (ruler of a minor princi­
pality) of Galilee since Jesus

taught "wasteful" families 
the true value of saving 
money in the bank.

Yet, in stark contrast to 
the objective of the govern­
ment, it’s very disheartening 
to note that in Meghalaya, 
the people are unable to 
withdraw amounts below Rs 
500 from ATMs. However, 
in Guwahati, people can 
withdraw even Rs 100. This 
raises a serious question: do 
the bankers in Meghalaya 
assume that the people in 
the state are so rich that 
they never need to withdraw 
smaller denominations such 
as Rs 100, Rs 200, or Rs 300? 
What is the objective behind 
forcing people to run from 
pillar to post, begging for 
small loans of Rs200 from 
others? Dear bankers, please 
note that Meghalaya is the 
third poorest state in India, 
outstripping only Bihar and 
Jharkhand in poverty.

A student from a village 
in Nongstoin retorted in frus­
tration, saying, "I often face 
troubles because I'm unable 
to withdraw small sums of 
money, a concern, I believe 
is shared by many others 
from remote areas who come 
to town on a daily basis. 
Technology is supposed 
to make our lives easier, 
but it's doing the opposite 
for us.” Certainly, for poor 
people, withdrawing “larger 
amounts” always takes a toll 
on their financial power.

Therefore, with all seri­
ousness I urge the bankers to

was from there. Found inno­
cent Jesus was re-despatched 
to Pilate. For the second 
time Pilate found that Jesus 
committed no crime. But 
since the crowd was enraged 
they persistently shouted, 
‘crucify him’. To Pilate a 
riot was imminent. To sat­
isfy the mob Pilate ordered 
Jesus to be flogged. Roman 
flogging was to extract flesh 
from the body. However, the 
crowd wanted nothing less 
than death by crucifixion. 
Pilate made a last attempt 
to save Jesus. He proposed 
a hard-core criminal, Barab- 
bas to be crucified in place 
of Jesus. Astonishingly the 
blood thirsty mob, filled with 
hatred for Jesus, preferred to 
free Barabbas. Pilate washed 
his hands off the matter and 
handed Jesus over to the Jew­
ish authorities.

Flouting of rules by law­
makers and custodians of 
the law happens even today. 
Everyday we see convoys 
bypassing traffic. Eager po­
liceman wave their flags 
signaling that everyone else 
should literally make way for 
their bosses. At times these 
escorts shout at drivers and 
passers-by for being ‘slow’ at 
clearing the path. Politicians 
inside SUVs must be enjoy­
ing the privileged status. 
W IPs often stop traffic for 
hours. Even ambulances with 
patients are not allowed to 
proceed to hospitals. Deaths 
have occurred in ambulances 
due to W IP  movements.

Pilate signed Jesus’ death 
sentence purely on popular 
demand. The trial was a 
mockery. Though innocent, 
Jesus was condemned to die. 
Passion and hatred decided 
the outcome. To save himself 
Pilate blamed the crowd. 
Even today we come across 
court judgments being influ­
enced by charged-up public 
opinion. Worse, passion rules 
the roost. The unwarranted 
killings in Ichamati the day 
before Good Friday is due 
to irrational hatred for oth­
ers. Cases of lynching on 
suspicion of being witches 
(menshohnoh) are regular 
here. Ugly scenes of mob 
lynching suspected criminals 
are also quite common. Ho­
micides are committed based 
on passions. Individuals are 
not even given the chance to 
defend themselves. Shock­
ingly, a large section of the 

. public seems to be okay with 
such cold- blooded murders. 
Apart from the BJP no party 
has condemned the Ichamati 
killings.

Political decisions are also 
made under popular pres­
sure. In December 2019 the 
whole Legislative Assembly 
succumbed to an emotional 
public call and adopted the

load their ATMs with curren­
cy notes of lower denomina­
tions, starting at RslOO, and 
if possible Rsl50, without 
any further delay. This is 
in the greater interest of the 
public, which has a small 
bank balance. Having ac­
cess to smaller amounts of 
currency encourages great­
er “savings” -  making the 
banks richer too.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali 

Shillong

Reckless 
two-wheeler 

drivers a 
endanger lives

Editor,
I would like to express my 

appreciation for the initiative 
taken by two members of the 
public to comment on the 
recklessness of two-wheeler 
drivers (ST 27 March 2024 
& April 01, 2024). Their 
remarks and insights, pub­
lished in the previous edi­
tions of The Shillong Times, 
were spot on and very appro­
priate. I would like to state 
that I wholeheartedly agree 
with them. Their letters to 
the editor conveyed the same 
thoughts and sentiments that 
I have, but in a much better 
and lucid way than I could 
have done it.

I would like to urge upon 
the competent authorities to

resolution to implement ILP 
in the state. Till date the issue 
hangs fire. The previous year, 
the resolution for inclusion 
of Khasiand Garo languages 
in the 8th schedule was also 
passed without doing the 
ground work for one of the 
two. The fear of displeas­
ing a community led to the 
thoughtless action. Where is 
the logic that both the lan­
guages must get recognition 
at the same time? And then 
an MP is rumoured to have 
objected because only one 
language is ahead!

Back to the very first para­
graph! Resurrection is not 
only in the next world. Easter 
is for the living. It is mean­
ingful only if we make efforts 
to defeat the ‘deaths’ of the 
here and now. According to 
statistics Christians drink 
the most (28%}. All oth­
ers are behind. Studies also 
show that tribals drink more 
than non-tribals. Alcohol 
consumption cause chronic 
diseases like high blood pres­
sure, heart disease, stroke, 
liver, kidney disorder and 
different types of cancers. 
A WHO report says Alcohol 
kills 2:6 lakh Indians every 
year. World-wide there are 
about 2.0 million premature 
deaths and 117.2 million be­
come disabled annually due 
to alcohol use.

The second war is against 
tobacco. Smoking leads to 
cancer, heart diseases, car­
diovascular diseases, stroke, 
lung diseases, diabetes, tu­
berculosis and other illnesses. 
Nearly 1.35 million deaths 
occur every year in India 
due to tobacco use. Annually, 
Easter celebrants sing, pray 
and chant ‘Christ has risen, 
Christ has defeated death and 
sin, we are also risen and we 
are a new people.’ But we 
continue to drink, smoke and 
use tobacco. Thousands fall 
sick. Thousands go to Vellore 
and other hospitals for treat­
ment. Many of them smoke 
and consume tobacco. Crores 
are spent. Liquor and tobacco 
have snatched away innumer­
able lives and impoverished 
countless households.

Destruction of the envi­
ronment is another ‘death’. 
Images of air, water and soil 
pollution, the indiscriminate 
deforestation and earth cut­
ting are daily images be­
fore us but who cares? The 
evils of plastic use needs 
emphasis. The principle of 
reduce, reuse, recycle has to 
be practised. Plastics takes 
anywhere between five years 
to 600 years to decompose. 
An ‘exhibition’ of the above 
three ‘deaths was created 
in the church compound. 
The video of the model was 
shared with local WhatsApp 
groups.

We have to rise up from 
these ‘deaths’. Easter is alive 
and relevant.

take decisive steps and mea­
sures to address the menace 
of reckless driving, espe­
cially that of the two-wheeler 
drivers. While there are a 
few thoughtful and ethical 
two-wheeler drivers, most 
of them are a threat to the 
life and limbs of pedestrians 
and car-drivers as they hurl 
themselves down streets and 
roads without any care in the 
world. Some have become so 
brazen that they have now 
started to do senseless stunts 
on streets that are crowded 
without any thought for the 
safety of people, especially 
children and the elderly. 
Such irresponsible and cal­
lous two-wheeler drivers 
should be penalized to the 
fullest extent of the law and 
have their license suspended 
indefinitely.

The authorities should not 
approach this matter with 
any kind of timidity and ner­
vousness. They must address 
it forthright and with a strong 
hand. Reckless driving is no 
longer just a traffic issue but 
has become a disease that 
must be nipped in the bud 
promptly before more lives 
are lost.

Yours etc.,
P. Majaw,

Shillong-1

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

seat: What an MP 
election is not!

By Benjamin Lyngdoh
Hie MemberofParliament 

(MP) election is not like the 
MLA or MDC election. In 
electing an MP the stakes are 
higher and this is more so in 
the case of Lok Sabha where 
life-changing laws are made. 
For example, take the Aadhaar 
card. Earlier people resisted 
but now everyone needs to 
have one as all schemes are 
routed through it. Else peo­
ple always thought that Me­
ghalaya was exempted from 
Aadhaar. It is to be factored 
that when it comes to the Lok 
Sabha grand picture, Megha­
laya with its two seats is basi­
cally at the receiving end with 
little or no bargaining power. 
Now, if one were to closely 
follow the election campaign­
ing methods for the Shillong 
seat, one can be excused for 
mistaking it as an MLA elec­
tion. The arguments which are; 
based on national perspective 
are missing. This is what an 
MP election is not. Below are 
some cases in points.

An MP election is not about 
whether a mei-nah or pa-nah 
should vote or not for NPP, it 
is not about whether the can­
didate who hardly wears the 
jainsem locally would wear 
it frequently at Lok Sabha; 
it is not about church elders 
distributing alcohol to vot­
ers; it is not about mother’s 
or father’s surname and it is 
also not about standing alone 
in the Lok Sabha.’ An MP 
election is about addressing 
legislations and amendments 
that would change traditional 
practices and norms. For 
example, consider The Con­
stitution (125th Amendment) 
Bill, 2019. This amendment 
provides for the presence of 
village and municipal coun­
cils. The village council is 
meant for a village or a group 
of villages in the rural areas 
and municipal council for the 
urban areas. The administra­
tion of these councils will be 
under the respective ADC’s 
in terms of their composition, 
powers, functions and election 
processes. In addition, the vil­
lage and municipal councils 
can also play a role in plan­
ning for development, deal 
with land reforms and land 
use, etc if the Governor of the 
state wishes to devolve such 
functions to them. Now, these 
are far-reaching amendments 
which would dilute the dorbar 
shnong oriented local admin­
istration which currently ex­
ists. Now, everyone will have 
the right to contest for locality 
posts across genders and with 
compulsory elections. How­
ever, none of the political par­
ties and candidates has made 
their stand clear on this issue. 
It is time for them to spell out 
what their approach will be 
in terms of bargaining with 
the new central government 
to preserve Meghalaya’s local 
traditions kid norms.

An MP election is not about 
who has the best or worst of 
songs, it is not about someone 
being angelic or demonic, it 
is also not about a possible 
demise of any political party 
because of instances from 
past history like the PDM and 
PDF, neither is it about going 
to church service or other­
wise. An MP election is about 
figuring out the sea change 
undergoing in India in the last 
five years through ‘deliberate 
systems.’ For example, take 
Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA), National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) and Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC). This writer 
coins them as ‘deliberate 
systems’ as they are aimed 
at deliberately reforming the 
nation as we know it by the 
year 2047. The BJP talks of 
Amrit Kaal (Era of Elixir) 
as a vision to be achieved 
by 2047. Embedded deep 
within the idea of Amrit Kaal 
is the seed of Hindutva. If 
everything goes according to 
plan, the Bharat of 2047 will 
be nothing like the India of 
today. CAA, NRC and UCC 
are nothing but strategies for 
the achievement of the long- 
cherished vision of BJP. CAA 
is now in place. NRC will then 
be the basis for the deporta­

tion of illegal immigrants; 
This would ensure a proper 
assimilation of the Hindu 
population which would then 
make the implementation of 
UCC seamless. UCC would 
require a religious basis for 
administration and it goes 
without saying which religion 
that would be. Currently, 
zero content has come from 
the parties and candidates on 
this matter. The voters need 
to hear unequivocally and 
without any ambiguity what 
is the roadmap of the parties/ 
candidates on dealing with 
such‘deliberate systems’. • 

An MP election is a stra­
tegic election. It directly im­
pacts on the well-being and 
rights of the people. It is less 
about getting and/or making 
schemes. In its normal course 
of governance any central 
government would come up 
with developmental schemes. 
An MP election is one that 
would define the direction 
which the nation would take 
in the coming five years and 
beyond. It is about ensuring 
that tiie Constitution of India 
is respected and followed and 
that amendments to it, if any, 
would not impinge upon the 
rights and privileges of the 
people. It is about ensuring 
that the rights of the minorities 
are protected. •

For instance, take the case 
of the intention to suppress the 
rights of STs in recruitments 
-  recently, a UGC document 
(although laterwithdrawn) in­
tended to curtail appointment 
of STs in central universities* 
Further, what about the deg­
radation of the environment 
and the continued disregard 
for a statutory body like the 
NGT by the coal barons who 
unabashedly engage in illegal 
coal mining. It is best if tife 
political parties refrain fiofii. - 
making generic statements 
such as ‘we will work for the 
jaitbynriew’ and rather focus 
and talk more on specifics:

An MP election is about 
collaboration. Currently, na­
tional politics is divided into 
NDA block andlNDIAblock. 
The parties and candidates 
contesting the Shillong Lok 
Sabha seat cannot campaign 
without specifying which 
block they would be part 
of. No politician can stand 
alone in the Lok Sabha. The 
‘one man stance’ does not 
work. Today, the political 
picture in India is one of 
polarization and the parties/ 
candidates must choose side.si ’ 
For instance, take the case pf 
undue influence (explicit and 
implicit) on institutions such 
as the courts, financial institu* 
tions, educational institutions; 
etc. Credible and independent 
institutions are the hallmark of 
any democratic country. Any 
democratic country would fell 
the moment institutions are 
controlled by the government 
of the day with an ulterior 
motive. For example, SBI 
recently tried to delay the disr 
closure on electoral bonds till 
June 30,2024. This was done 
despite clear directions from 
the Supreme Court to share in­
formation by March 6,2024. 
This attempt was possible 
because Government of India 
is a major shareholder in SBI. 
This recent episode highlights 
the need for credible and in­
dependent Indian institutions. 
These are the type of issues 
which underline what an MP 
election is all about. Will the 
parties and candidates take a 
stand on such issues?

In the end, Shillong de­
serves a politician who would 
present the issues of Megha­
laya. That the right candidate 
gets elected as MP becomes 
imperative. This totally de­
pends on the voters’ wis­
dom. One way to assess is to 
look at parties and candidates 
who actually talk on issues 
with solutions and not just 
indulge in fear-mongeririg 
and mud-slinging on op­
ponents. It is high time we 
understand the importance 
of the Lok Sabha election!

(The writer teaches at 
NEHU; email: blyrtgdoh@ 
gmail.com)
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‘Poor’ billionaires
IN all fairness, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
has admitted that he’s not poor. Considering the 
tendency among politicians to present a com­
mon man’s image even as they have funnelled 
millions or billions into tax havens or invested 
in benami properties, Rahul Gandhi’s election 
affidavit for the Wayanad Lok Sabha polls shows 
he was having a cash stock of less than 60,000 
and assets of around eight crore. It sums up to 
him being a middle-class citizen in terms of 
wealth. His earnings last year were in the range 
of about' 10 lakh a month, including what he got 
in wages as an MP and from his modest invest­
ments. All of what he stated are’ true', it must 
be affirmed, with a rider that it is impossible to 
assess the real wealth of Indians today. What 
they show is generally far from truth, be it in the 
case o f well-heeled politicians, bureaucrats or 
businessmen, also as the taxation system here is 
rigid. At the same time, the system also provides 
sufficient loopholes to the high and mighty to 
stockpile their wealth in shady holes.

By all means, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is closer to a commoner when it comes to his 
recorded wealth, a couple of crores, and noth­
ing yet goes to show he has hidden wealth. But, 
this too is debatable, indeed. The ways of the 
world are far removed from what one sees oh 
the surface. It is commonly reckoned that Modi, 
who is not a family man, is mostly, if  not ex­
clusively, after power and positions. This was 
amply proven in the last over 20 years. It is not 
his money but his tongue power that wins him 
votes. But, several top politicians who deal in 
billions are fancying themselves as middle class 
when it comes to recording their wealth in the 
election affidavits. The name of the game, often, 
is to park the wealth in the name of their near 
and dear ones or dump huge sums in real estate 
where the recorded price is, say, 10 times less 
than the market value. Ultimately, this is all a 
drama.

Fact of the matter is that aspirants in elec­
tions in some states are paying crores to major 
parties, mainly of the regional satraps, to win 
a party ticket for a parliament seat. Yet, they 
have the gumption to show their total wealth as 
a couple of crores. They hoodwink the public 
and skirt the provisions of the system through 
deceit. They get away with their act. It is also 
not easy to assess the wealth of the Nehru-Sonia 
Gandhi clan in real terms. Records are not the 
last word.

Elections: It’s the 
season for boasting

It's commonplace for the 
party heading the govern­
ment to give a laundry list of 
what it has done for people. 
What is not said ever is 
what has been left undone/ 
unfulfilled for decades and 
because of which Meghalaya 
is now proudly occupying 
the third place as the poorest 
state. Looking at the politi­
cians and ministers through 
you would be forgiven to 
think they are overfed and 
that the poverty stats have 
got it all wrong. The problem 
is that the rich have claimed 
over the shoulders of the 
poor to claim their places in 
the sun. These are the people 
who are eating their cake and 
having it too.

We have minister-con- 
tractors whose sole interest 
is in winning all the bids for 
road-making, pipe supplying 
and laying for the JJM water 
supply system while others 
have started constructing 
hotels and resorts. Recently 
while on a visit to Laitsohpli- 
ah I was told that an under­
construction hotel complex 
located in a beautiful part of 
that village overlooking the 
Sohra canyons belongs to a 
minister in the MDA govern­
ment. When I checked out 
the profession of this man on 
his CV provided to the Elec­
tion Commission of India, I 
was quite amused that it is 
“Social Work.” In fact quite 
a few of the ministers are 
“social workers,” since they 
have nothing to show for as 
a profession before entering 
politics.

So now let me get back 
to the bragging rights cam­
paign. Conrad Sangma has 
unabashedly laid claim to 
fame that his government 
was the first to approach 
the Supreme Court to lift 
the ban on coal mining. The 
Supreme Court has not lifted 
the ban unconditionally but 
has stated upfront that rat 
hole mining would not be al­
lowed and would be replaced 
by scientific mining methods 
keeping in mind the environ­
mental concerns. So Megha­
laya’s Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma proudly proclaims 
that his government did what 
those before him didn’t have 
the courage to do -  go to 
the Supreme Court to battle 
out on behalf of the coal 
mafia. In that aspect, Conrad 
Sangma does not disappoint. 
He knows which side of the 
political bread is buttered and 
that the NPP needs hard cash 
to run the organisation. That 
cannot come from electoral

By Patricia Mukhim

bonds which despite all the 
secrecy has now hit the ceil­
ing. Cash transactions on the 
other hand leave no trace. 
Coal mining continues the 
rat hole way and the NGT too 
appears to have given up on 
the matter pleading that it is 
not getting cooperation from 
the government. Did the 
NGT not know it was fight­
ing the government because 
if the entire system is in 
cahoots with the coal mafia, 
what does that say?

Of all the things that Con­
rad Sangma chose to say 
while campaigning in Jaintia 
Hills, it was only about legal­
ising coal mining. He needs 
to keep humouring the coal 
mafia if the NPP is to sur­
vive the vagaries of politics.

People who live in Jaintia 
hills just have to keep shut. 
I t’s amazing that neither 
the Deputy Commissioners 
of East and West Jaintia 
hills and the SPs of the two 
districts have absolutely no 
idea of the illegal coal trade. 
I guess Meghalaya is what it 
is today because of the com- 
plicit silence of its citizens. 
In a break from this tradition 
of silence is the Environment 
Coordination Committee 
(ECC) of Elaka Sutnga that 
stood up stoically against the 
coke units that were causing 
large scale pollution and had 
become a threat to the health 
of people in the area. Other 
than this group, not a single 
pressure group that shouts 
at the top of their voices and

“The Supreme Court has not lifted 
the ban unconditionally but has stated 
upfront that rat hole mining would not 
be allowed and would be replaced by 
scientific mining methods keeping in 
mind the environmental concerns. ”

Sangma does not care that 
there are people dying inside 
the mines even today! And 
neither does the NGT. So 
if you’re poor its your fault 
that you have to choose to 
go inside those deadly mines 
where the whole business is 
run smoothly -  better than 
even the Godfather.

How many people in Jain­
tia Hills actually benefit from 
the coal business, especially 
the underhand one that is 
continuing today? Does the 
state have any statistics on 
this? Would any of the uni­
versities in Meghalaya or any 
central university ;have such 
data? Of course it is danger­
ous to collect such data or to 
venture anywhere near the 
coal mines but isn’t that what 
universities are meant to do? 
This is so that any tall claims 
such as that the ban on coal 
mining has led to poverty are 
called out and/or backed by 
evidence.

If a chief minister were to 
brag about providing better 
health care; a more efficient 
and effective education sys­
tem; better roads; better 
water supply etc., one can 
check those out and contest 
his claims but who would 
dare contest the ‘high level’ 
who run the coal mines.

from whose mouth the word 
‘jaitbynriew’ slips out so 
effortlessly, has ever stood 
against illegal coal mining. 
And we know the reason 
why. We have learnt to ac­
cept this too as part of our 
burden to nurture the culture 
of silence.

Do the electorate ever get 
to ask questions at the end of 
an election meeting? They 
are already too tired listening 
to cheap, pompous claims or 
the bad-mouthing of rivals 
that is part of the election 
game that they just want to 
go home and rest their tired 
minds. An'din these times we 
know that there are so-called 
‘leaders’ hand-picked by 
the candidates who actually 
manage the expenditures et 
al and are responsible for 
bringing the crowd to the 
campaign venue. This is such 
an old trick and it never fails. 
Often, if the meeting is in the 
evening then there’s packed 
dinner and if in the daytime 
then packed lunch. That’s 
been the election scene in 
Meghalaya since the past 
50 years and that’s how it is 
going to be this time around. 
In Meghalaya, the Congress 
still has its vote bank but 
whether Pala can hold on 
to those and fight the “high

level” that are characteris­
tic of Jaintia Hills and also 
fight their money power is 
a multi-million dollar ques­
tion. Elections are getting 
more expensive by the day. 
Why do you think the BJP 
needed the electoral bonds 
to fill their coffers despite all 
the claims of Acche Din. The 
BJP is a shrewd business ma­
chine. It easily comprehends 
that development and all 
its paraphernalia don’t win 
elections. All the bombast is 
meant to brainwash simple­
tons. The shrewd ones want 
cash. That’s what elections 
are all about anyway. Deny­
ing this is to live in a fool’s 
paradise.

And if money is what 
buys the honey then I sup­
pose the NPP +BJP will take 
away both seats this time 
around. I will be very happy 
to be proven wrong. But coal 
money has always decided 
elections in Meghalaya and 
this time is no different.

As voters we have almost 
accepted that we vote be­
cause we have to vote, not 
that any kind of change in 
our stations in life are likely 
to change. We are hardened 
by the let-downs we have 
suffered from one election to 
the next. The brother of the 
Deputy Chief Minister has 
just bought himself a high 
end Mercedes which we can 
only see in our dreams and 
watch the video on social 
media of how the buyer 
was feted by the Company. 
These sorts of images don’t 
even anger us anymore. We 
have learnt to accept each of 
these insults to our senses as 
our lot.

So yes elections will come 
and elections will go but the 
poor will continue to slog 
and only the privileged few 
will reach the pinnacles of 
wealth and success because 
they are on the right side of 
politics. Sorry but too many 
of us are on the wrong side 
of it.

And Meghalaya is already 
deeply embedded in the rent- 
seeking economy with many 
people not wanting to work 
but looking at easy ways of 
earning money from vulner­
able groups. So elections or 
no elections matters little 
to us because we have not 
learnt resistance and our lips 
are sealed when it comes to 
shouting for the right reasons 
but there’s a lot of sound and 
fury for the wrong ones.

So come April 19 and it's 
.no big deal...

Letters to the Editor B
Kejriwal 

disrespected 
Anna Hazare’s 

ideology
Editor,
I read the article by Salil 

Gewali under the caption, 
“Why is Arvind Kejriwal 
in trouble?” (ST April 1, 
2024) twice over and found it 
boldly written. I believe ev­
ery one of us knows Arvind 
Kejriwal capitalized on Anna 
Hazare’s movement against 
corruption such as Adarsh 
Housing Society Scam, 
Coalgate scam, Common­
wealth Games scam, and 
the 2G spectrum scam and 
nepotism in the Nehru-Gan- 
dhi family in which Robert 
Vadra was one of the main 
beneficiaries. In the long 
fasting program at Jantar 
Mantar in 2011, Arvind Ke­
jriwal and his team vowed to 
eradicate corruption without 
any compromise. He also 
chose a broom as his party 
symbol. Later he deviated 
from his main goal. His AAP 
MLAs have now been ar­
rested in multiple corruption 
charges, misconducts, and 
the liquor scam.

Arvind Kejriwal never 
respected the principle and 
ideology of Anna Hazare. 
In Maharashtra in a temple 
Anna Hazare had vowed to 
drive a movement against 
alcoholism which was de­
stroying many families. He 
also flogged many drunkards 
with his army belt. Anna 
Hazare was supported by 

nd women

whose houses were demol­
ished by alcoholic husbands. 
But over the years his main 
disciple Arvind Kejriwal has 
made a policy where youth 
are encouraged to drink 
more by opening lots of wine 
shops making liquor eas­
ily available. Does the AAP 
want to spoil our youths 
by encouraging excessive 
drinking habits?

I personally found the 
last paragraph from Gewali's 
article very touching -  It 
says, “Do AAP leaders take 
pleasure in seeing their sons 
become addicted to alco­
hol and fall into ruins? Are 
we “lucky” to have elected 
leaders who are focused on 
pushing society into a pit of 
debauchery? Now, perhaps 
the AAP should consider 
changing its party symbol 
from a “broom” to a “John­
nie Walker bottle”.

I am sure all right-think­
ing citizens agree with what 
Salil Gewali has written 
about the bad-effects of 
alcohol. All should be con­
cerned about the increasing 
consumption and addiction 
to liquor among the youths 
in Meghalaya also. My close 
relatives are also victims of 
alcohol menace since the 
main bread-winner of the 
family died of Alcoholic 
Hepatitis one and half years 
ago due to excess drink­
ing habits. When the main 
members of the family be­
come alcoholics, it affects 
all family members, and the 
children’s studies also get 
derailed. To sum up, I think 
the government should not 
adopt such risky policies 
to g e n e ra te  revenue, which

ultimately impacts the health 
of the society.

Yours etc., 
Vijay Sharma, 

Shillong-2

Othering is 
inhuman

Editor,
• In the article, "Who are 
the people of Ichamati? (ST, 
April 3, 2024), Bhogtoram 
Mawroh rightly said the pass­
ing of Citizenship (Amend­
ment) Act, 2019 increased 
the divide between tribal and 
non-tribals in Meghalaya. 
My father was in the civil 
services , which was a trans­
ferable job As a result, I had 
to change my school from 
one district headquarter to 
the other. I was bullied on the 
first day in my new school. 
That was my first encounter 
with the dangerous game of 
othering.
' Initially, some students 
behaved as though I was an 
enemy from outer space. Was 
it just fun or ritualistic rag­
ging to welcome a fresher? 
If it is so then where is its 
origin? It may have stemmed 
from the paranoia for anyone 
outside one's herd.

Now, what would have 
happened, had my class 
teacher after calling my roll 
number asked me in front of 
those students to prove that I 
was actually a student of that 
school? In that case, I would 
have faced brutal ragging 
in the hands of a bunch of 
heartless students and my 
name could have been pub­
lished in newspapers under 
the headline - 'Ragging took

the life of a young student'. 
Or I might have become a 
suicide victim.

But should a class teacher 
ask such a question to a stu­
dent when his roll number 
had already been recorded in 
the attendance register by the 
authorities? The same ques­
tion needs to be asked about 
the legislation of Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA), 
2019. Should a government 
ask some voters to prove 
whether they are citizens of 
a country or not after being 
elected by the votes includ­
ing the votes of those voters? 
If they were not citizens how 
could the authorities allow 
them to vote? And how could 
a government challenge the 
way it had been elected while 
completing its term of five 
years?

Two back to back inci­
dents happened last month 
that brought back memo­
ries of the first day in my 
new school. Sujit Dutta (my 
namesake) and Esan Singh 
were found dead at Ichamati 
in Meghalaya's East Khasi 
Hills district on March 27 
hours after an organisation 
took out a protest against 
the CAA.

Debashish Sengupta (37), 
a resident of Kolkata, was 
found hanging from the 
ceiling fan in the house of 
his maternal uncle in Sub- 
hasgram. His father, Tapan 
Sengupta said, "Since the 
notification of the CAA, my 
son has been suffering from 
tremendous mental trauma 
and agony and was also in 
acute fear psychosis for not 
having all the required docu­
ments as shown on social

media and as prescribed 
in the said notification. On 
March 19, 2024, suddenly 
my son told me that he was 
going to his maternal uncle 
at Subhasgram, never to 
return.”

The Centre should take a 
note about the apprehension 
someone has expressed in a 
newspaper after his death, 
"The moment I formally ap­
ply for Indian citizenship, it 
will be an acknowledgment 
that I am not an Indian citi­
zen. That is a huge risk."

Any legislation or politi­
cal action that can increase 
the divide between different 
communities and create fear 
psychosis in the minds of 
the voters of our country 
should be avoided. It could 
spell disaster in our country 
which has achieved unity by 
accepting its rich diversity.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 

Via email

Navigating 
China’s 

assertiveness: 
Call for cohesion

Editor,
I express my sincere ap­

preciation to NK Sharma for 
his insightful letter published 
in this column on April 3, 
2024, titled "Discussion 
on China, Crucial." His as­
tute observations prompt 
a necessary reflection. It 
is undeniable that amidst 
our internal focus, we have 
seemingly overlooked the 
escalating assertiveness of

China. Recent occurrences, 
notably their repeated claims 
over Arunachal Pradesh and 
the systematic renaming of 
localities within the region, 
serve as stark reminders 
of the challenges to our 
sovereignty. The looming 
threat posed by such actions 
demands our immediate at­
tention.

Unfortunately, discus­
sions on this pressing issue 
appear to have been confined 
primarily to the realms of 
defence and external affairs, 
perhaps out of apprehen­
sion regarding exacerbating 
tensions through media dis­
course. However, the gravity 
of the situation cannot be 
understated.

Addressing the persistent 
challenges presented by 
our formidable neighbour, 
a global economic power­
house, necessitates a unified 
national approach. Strength­
ening our collective resolve 
and bolstering the morale 
of our armed forces are im­
perative in safeguarding our 
territorial integrity.

In essence, we must con­
front China's assertiveness 
with unwavering resolve 
and unity. Only through a 
concerted effort to safeguard 
our national interests can 
we effectively deter exter­
nal threats and uphold our 
sovereignty in the face of 
adversity.

Yours etc...
Krishna Chettri 

Shillong-2
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Are NGOs 
above the law 

in Meghalaya?
By Patrick Kurbah

A video circulated widely 
on social media on Wednes­
day captured KSU members 
storming inside the Sohra 
Police Station and arguing 
with police officers after two 
of their members were ar­
rested in connection with the 
murders in Ichamati.

Before this, the NGO also 
accused the police of carrying 
out high-handed behaviour 
because "...the way the po­
lice had picked up the two 
members (it) looks like they 
belong to a terrorist group", 
in essence already taking the 
liberty to colour the situation 
before any formal investiga­
tion has concluded.

of law? -* ! •
The recent arrest of the two 

KSU members and the previ­
ously violent FKJGP rally, 
are indicative of a broader 
issue where NGOs, intended 
to serve as civil society's pil­
lars, morph into entities that 
perpetuate a cycle of violence 
and disruption of public life. 
This behaviour not only un­
dermines public trust but also 
sidelines the pressing needs of 
the state's populace. Seldom 
have we seen such NGQ'S 
addressing the state's critipd) 
issues like unemployment, 
education, health and infra­
structure development. I” 

Despite how vital the rifle

In Meghalaya, a pattern 
has emerged where NGOs fre­
quently find themselves at the 
centre of controversies that 
contradict their foundational 
missions Or what NGOs are 
supposed to ideally stand for. 
The recent incidents, as re-

of NGOs should ideally be in 
any civil society, in Meghala­
ya's socio-political landscape, 
there's a growing concern that 
their actions are becoming 
counterproductive. Insteadof 
fostering a conducive environ­
ment for dialogue and devel-

“When these entities get embroiled in activities 
that seem topridrWze confrontation over "t*; 

constructive dialogue, it raises questions about-
** *their role and the direction in which they are : 

steering the society. It's imperative for NGOs: ■ 
in Meghalaya to introspect and realign their . 
strategies with their core mission o f service^ 
to society. This entails prioritizing the state’s: , 
long-term welfare over short-term objectives"; 

that may lead to discord. Collaboration with the 
government, other NGOs, and the community lat 
large couldpave the way for a more prosperous 

andpeaceful Meghalaya. ”

ported, underscore a disturb­
ing trend where activism veers 
into arenas that challenge the 
rule of law not as a matter 
of questioning but through 
aggression and with a holier- 
than-thou attitude.

More importantly, it is 
made to seem like they are up­
holding the voice of the public 
by collectively ganging up 
with other NGOs whenever 
there is a threat to the integrity 
of NGOs as a whole.

The issue is not whether 
the police are carrying out 
high-handed behaviour and 
who has committed the mur­
ders. That is definitely a matter 
for investigation and further, a 
shame for the society as a 
whole when innocent people 
are killed unjustly.

But even if an assumption 
is made that the police in this 
case finally find the arrested 
innocent, the general perpetu­
ated notion as of now through 
the aggressive stance towards 
the rule of law begs one to 
question, are NGOs above 
the law in Meghalaya? Are 
members of NGOs becoming 
so powerful in the state that 
none of them can be ques­
tioned or even touched by the 
rule of law? Are such attempts 
even at all productive for their 
service to the public or is it 
just a personal fight?

In this regard, let us not 
forget the October 28, 2022, 
incident where things turned 
violent during the FKJGP ral­
ly and the public were bashed 
and physically harassed. Has 
the FKJGP taken any ac­
countability for the incident 
or learned lessons out of it? 
When the FKJGP has come 
out in support of KSU with 
regards to the recent incident, 
can they themselves claim a 
clean history now that they 
are okay questioning the rule

opment, what is particularly 
alarming in a state grappling 
with critical challenges, is the 
lack of outcry supporting tfye 
people.

The expectation from such 
organizations is to champion 
constructive change, guiding 
the youth towards positive 
engagement and leading Btjr 
tiatives that directly address 
the state's socio-economic 
challenges. However, when 
these entities get embroiled 
in activities that seem to p/i-: 
oritize confrontation ovef 
constructive dialogue, it raises 
questions about their role and 
the direction in which they ate 
steering the society.

It's imperative for NGOs 
in Meghalaya to introspect 
and realign their strategics 
with their core mission of 
service to society. This entails 
prioritizing the state's long­
term welfare over short-t^Hp 
objectives that may lead *tp 
discord. Collaboration with 
the government, other NG(3s, 
and the community at laige 
could pave the way for a 
more prosperous and peaceful 
Meghalaya. -

In conclusion, it is crucial 
that the actions of NGOs 
must consistently reflect the 
principles of peace, unity, and 
development. As Meghalaya 
faces the dual task of preserv­
ing its rich cultural heritage 
and navigating the challenges 
of modernization, the path 
forward must be marked by 
cooperation, understanding, 
and a steadfast commitment 
to the common good.

Also, one final and very 
pertinent question that must 
be asked — how many are 
actually students in the stu­
dents’ unions that we have in 
our state?

(The author is a legal con­
sultant)
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“A mob is not, as is so often said, 
mindless. A mob is single-minded. ”

— Teju Cole
The Shillong Times
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Rule of law non-negotiable
POLITICS is not just about having the right 
people in power but that power has to be con­
strained by a set of rules. Political power does 
not grant the right of arbitrary use of power such 
as scant respect for the rule of law. However, in 
Meghalaya it is not just the political players that 
try to subvert the rule of law but other groups 
and entities too follow the same trajectory. When 
a crime is committed and the police get into the 
act o f tracking the suspects by .taking people 
for questioning there are attempts to subvert 
that process by undue use of public pressure 
seeking the release of the suspects. For too long 
politicians too have played into the hands of 
such pressure groups that have time and again 
prevented the law from taking its course.

In general, the rule of law implies that the 
enforcement of the laws of a country are applied 
such that no one—including the most highly 
placed official or individual or group for that 
matter — is above the law. The legal constraint 
on rulers means that the government is subject 
to existing laws as much as its citizens are. The 
application and adjudication of legal rules by 
various governing officials are to be impartial 
and consistent across equivalent cases without 
taking into consideration the class, status, or 
relative power among disputants. In order, for 
those ideas to have any real meaning how­
ever there should be a demonstrable model that 
people can look up to. In Meghalaya there is no 
such model since most murders remain unsolved 
because the very process is marred by political 
and other interventions.

The entity that is vested with the power to 
arrest,-investigate and chargesheet criminals is. 
the police. It is unfortunate that in most states 
of India including in Meghalaya the rule of law 
is compromised because the police have been 
reduced to an entity that safeguards only the 
powerful and those with clout even while or­
dinary citizens are hard pressed to find justice. 
Shoddy investigation into crimes result in poor 
conviction rates even as those with a criminal 
bent of mind move on to the next crime thereby 
endangering society. It is anon-negotiable factor 
that the police must be given a free hand to arrest 
and investigate crime without second guessing 
as to what the consequences would be if they 
arrest someone who belongs to an “influential” 
pressure group. In fact, the use of such adjectives 
to describe any group runs the risk of attributing 
arbitrary powers to that group or groups. The 
police are not enjoined to take orders from the 
higher-ups or any other entity if that violates 
their code of conduct. Meghalaya Police need 
to stand up for their rights and cannot be seen 
as a compromised force that is always on the 
backfoot.

Excerpts
Let me dwell at length on 

the question of what wor­
ries me. Mindless jingoism, 
among other things, should 
be a matter of grave concern 
to all of us. The politics of 
hatred for the “other” in the 
name of “love” only for one’s 
own is not patriotism. It is a 
sociopathic personality dis­
order that has lost the ability 
to comprehend the fact that 
all life, whether “trai muluk” 
or “bar muluk,” is precious, 
and therefore, deserving of 
being honoured.

Our very enlightened, ju­
dicious and big-hearted fore­
bears understood that. They 
also knew what democratic 
rights of individuals en­
tailed while they made laws 
that protected our collective 
rights as people indigenous 
to this land. They also had 
the decency and the wisdom 
not to misuse power, so they 
chose not to interfere with 
what people ate, dressed, 
and so forth. See the diver­
sity in our cuisines and our 
traditional attires? Respect 
for, and preservation of, di­
versity and personal freedom 
was how they managed their 
politics and policies—not 
some oppressive imposition 
of uniformity in our shared 
existence.

I suppose that’s why they 
created our genial system 
that embraced individual and 
familial choices in matters of 
the heart too. Children bom 
to both Khasi man or woman, 
irrespective of the ethnic 
identity of their mother or 
father, are all Khasi, accord­
ing to our genial lineage 
customary laws. One can 
only admire the refinement 
and accommodating nature 
of our forebears' generous 
mindset.

And because of this, it’s 
a fact, that if  ten of our 
people were in the same 
room, they’d joke about 
how they variously resemble 
Thais, Malays, Chinese, 
Bengalis, Sindhis, Africans, 
Europeans, Tamils, and so 
on. Which is, indeed, a fas­
cinating mix of diversity of 
facial and physical appear­
ances that are a testament 
to our fluid cosmopolitan 
history. Therefore, as long 
as this magnanimous tradi­
tion of absorption remains, 
our jaitbynriew will always 
live together in peace as one. 
And the question of “duhjait” 
(loss of clan) wiU never arise 
even though we are a very 
tiny minority compared to 
the more populous ethnic 
groups around us.

As a male member of our 
tribe, let me tell you what I 
learnt from my own father. 
Right on the very day he 
enrolled me in school, when 
all the formalities of enrol­
ment in the school office 
were completed, the clerk 
gave him a slip of paper 
that had my name and Mei’s 
surname on it. “Give this to 
your teacher,” Papa said as 
he walked with me to the 
classroom. “She will know 
who you are!”

It was only when I got 
older that I realised Papa was 
a man who was respectful of 
our customs and traditions. 
He neither questioned nor 
doubted his place in the 
world because of our matri- 
lineal heritage. He was too 
busy taking care of his family 
and minding his own cloth-

Our Forebears’ Politics o f  Love

from “Letters to a Grandson.”
By Yona M. Nonglang

1 Letters to the Editor

A correction 
please!

Editor,
The special article “Eas­

ter celebrations in the back­
drop o f election” by Albert 
Thymiang (ST April 4,2024) 
m ade in teresting  reading 
and was rich with valuable 
inform ation but there was 
an im portant m istake too. 
The majority o f  the Bible 
scholars believe Jesus Christ 
died in 30 or 33 AD. I f  Jesus 
died in 30 AD, 2024 marks 
1994 years ago and if  he 
died in 33 AD, 2024 marks 
1991 years ago. The median 
wage in 2024 in the US is 
$56473 per year or $ 1086 per 
week for a 5-day, 40-hour 
work week. This translates 
to roughly to $217.2 per day 
and thirty pieces of silver are 
worth 120 days’ salary. Then 
the purchasing power of the 
coins (Tyrian Shekel) was 
the equivalent o f $ 26,064 
to d av  Since the dollar is

83.42 to the INR as on 4 
April 2024, therefore the 
30-silver coins that Judas Is­
cariot received then is today 
equivalent to INR 21,74,259 
and not INR 25,000.

Yours etc.;
V.K.Lyngdoh, 

Via email

True humility
Editor,
A friend of mine invited 

me to attend an opening 
ceremony of his wife's art 
exhibition. A 5-wick tradi­
tional oil lamp was to be lit 
to mark the beginning of the 
event. Four artists lit four 
wicks one by one. My friend 
requested me to light the last 
one. I was taken aback. "Me! 
I'm not an artist", J said to 
myself. Then I thought that 
I was after all a human being 
like those four famous artists 
and my refusal might sound 
like supporting the practice 
of casteist categorisation of

human beings.
So, I went ahead and did 

my little job. After that an 
artist who was to preside 
the ceremony went to grace 
his chair on the stage and 
called the artist of the day, 
my friend's wife, to sit at 
the chair next to him. But 
she declined saying that she 
could not sit beside him.

Again I was taken aback. 
I thought it might hurt the 
renownted artist the way she 
was turning down a normal 
procedure. I thought that 
some audiences might take 
a hint that she wanted to cast 
aspersions on the character of 
the artist on the centrestage! 
But I gathered that there was 
no such misunderstanding. 
That she was showing her 
humility and high respect for 
the artist had been accepted 
by all including the artist 
with a grin.

Is it at all humility to 
belittle our self-esteem and 
underestimate our potentiali­
ties? The answer is simply •

ing business at lew to waste 
his time questioning the 
wisdom of societal matters 
already decided and settled 
a long time ago.

Papa also gladly blessed 
my youngest brother’s mar­
riage to my sister-in-law 
who, as you know, is As­
samese. And he was the one 
who advised my brother 
to go through the rituals of 
tang-jait for his children even 
though the church leaders 
disapproved of it because 
the missionaries forbade 
them from participating in 
our traditional ceremonies. 
I’ll never know what he said 
to those church gentlemen 
but the matter never came 
up again from their side. Our 
whole family, along with all 
our kni and clan leaders, all 
accompanied my brother and 
his family to the ceremony. 
You see, Papa was a very 
reasonable man who was 
just being respectful of his

people’s faces?
If only he knew what 

a disturbing spectacle of 
toxic masculinity he made— 
that surly, swaggering and 
Vacuous asininity of a self- 
appointed saviour of jait­
bynriew who thinks he has 
the right to impose his per­
sonal prejudice on the rest 
of us with his insular and 
dictatorial view of society! I 
shudder to think what further 
anarchy awaits us if people 
like him end up in positions 
of power.

Because the quality of 
our politics and governance 
is only as good as the people 
we vote to represent us in 
government. So, the need of 
the hour is caring and intel­
ligent men and women who 
respect their roots and who 
have first equipped them­
selves with the necessary 
education and skills sets to 
sincerely help our situation 
by running for public office.

“When the best hesitate to fill the power 
vacuum, it’s a fa ct o f history that ill-equipped 

status seeking stokers o f the ill-tempers 
o f their times, who are the least qualified 
fo r high office, are quick to seize their 

opportunistic political moment by preying on 
people’s anxieties and discontents through their 
skilful use o f psychological manipulation. You 
know how cunning charlatans can be when it 

comes to emotional blackmail. And people end 
up suffering more when those same charlatans 

are catapulted into positions o f power. ”

cultural roots. What a shin­
ing example of self-respect 
he set for me.

However, the on-going 
parochial, divisive and op­
portunistic identity politics 
of the misguided among us 
not only disrespects, but 
also seeks to undo all of that 
gallant legacy our forebears 
put in place. Like the unen­
lightened ruthless nineteenth 
century slave-owning white 
supremacist colonisers of 
America and the sociopathic 
twentieth century fascistic 
Nazis of Europe, with their 
one drop blood “whiteness 
purity” rule (https ://aaregi s- 
try.org/story/the-one-drop- 
rule-a-brief-story/), in their 
insane bid to justify their 
opportunistic hate-based pol­
itics and predatory capitalist 
business model that resulted 
in genocides and all kinds 
of ugly wars, there are those 
among us who have been 
insisting on going down that 
same destructive road too.

I remember listening to 
a “sengbhalang” hazel-eyed 
gentleman who vehemently 
argued in favour of a leg­
islation that would legally 
ostracise Khasi children of 
“mixed” parentage. He was 
adamant that neither Kha­
si women nor men should 
marry outside the commu­
nity so that its- “purity” was 
“preserved!” Didn’t he know 
that his own eyes betrayed 
the dubiousness of his own 
“purity?” Didn’t he realise 
he was publicly and rhetori­
cally gouging his own eyes 
because he didn’t like other

Unfortunately, such people 
seem to be shying away from 
that responsibility.

"The best lack all convic­
tion,” wrote William Butler 
Yeats. “And the worst are fall 
of passionate intensity."

When the best hesitate 
to fill the power vacuum, 
it’s a fact of history that 
ill-equipped status seeking 
stokers of the ill-tempers of 
their times, who are the least 
qualified for high office, are 
quick to seize their opportu­
nistic political moment by 
preying on people’s anxieties 
and discontents through their 
skilful use of psychological 
manipulation. You know how 
cunning charlatans can be 
when it comes to emotional 
blackmail. And people end 
up suffering more when 
those same charlatans are 
catapulted into positions of 
power.

Because, exposed of their 
lack of intellectual and ethi­
cal depth by the very high 
office they occupy, they also 
end up making power and 
status only about, and, for 
themselves, their narrow 
interests and their worst 
prejudices instead. They 
push society closer to the 
brink by adopting extrem­
ist posturing on sensitive 
issues and by using inflam­
matory language against 
their perceived enemies in 
order to fire up the gullible 
whose political support they 
depend on.

Adolf Hitler, was a sec­
ondary school drop-out who 
couldn’t fulfil his dream

no. C S. Lewis rightly said, 
"Humility is not thinking 
less of yourself, it's thinking 
of yourself less." Indeed, we 
must not think that we are 
less capable. Just like a small 
banyan seed that has a magic 
blueprint within it to grow 
up to become a big tree if it 
gets a field to grow; every 
human being has immense 
potentialities to become a 
great person if she/ he gets a 
level playing field to nurture 
her/ his talent.

But one must not think 
only about oneself as it 
is a falsehood to separate 
ourselves from the whole 
universe. By thinking of 
ourselves less, we will ac­
tually be able to enlarge 
us to live infinity and live 
oneness where there is no 
room for little vanity, little 
self-complacency and little 
self-pity. And this will help 
us say a firm NO to casteist 
gradation.

Unfortunately, humil­
ity has often been abused

by two groups of people, 
hypocrites and defeatists, in 
two diametrically opposite 
ways. Ahypocrite sometimes 
says some tongue-in-cheek 
humble words about herself 
or himself feigning humility 
to get puffed up inside with 
a feel of vanity. On the other 
hand, a defeatist enjoys mas­
ochistic pleasure by uttering 
a self-lowering remark. It 
is either superiority or in­
feriority complex that uses 
humility in a wrong way. In 
both of these cases, it is all 
about humility before human 
beings. But true humility 
should only be before the 
Supreme Consciousness.

The Mother (spiritual col­
laborator of Sri Aurobindo) 
said, "True humility consists 
in knowing that the Supreme 
Consciousness, the Supreme 
Will alone exists and that the 
I is not." One can attain such 
an unalloyed humility if one 
realises that everything is 
One in this infinite universe 
and to mark oneself as a

to be a major player in the 
art world because he didn’t 
qualify for a seat at the arts 
institute of his choice. Dis­
turbingly anti-social, narcis­
sistic, and power-hungry, he 
embraced delusions of gran­
deur by actually fancying 
himself as the saviour of the 
“pure white” jaitbynriew.

With no real qualifica­
tions for the top job, rabble 
rousing and emotionally 
manipulating the ultra-na- 
tionalistic sentiments of the 
dissatisfied Germans of his 
time was his only way to 
get publicity. You’ve heard 
the saying “Hitler and his 
rhetoric” and how his in­
flated, loud and empty talk 
incited his audience. His 
politics of hate resonated 
with those who blamed the 
“other” for their misfortunes. 
And because of his obsession 
with the unhinged idea of 
white supremacy, ̂ ie even 
wrote a book in which he ex­
pressed his hatred for Jews, 
especially, whom he called 
“parasites.”

That man was a highly 
artful thlen, wasn’t he? And 
he made full use of his very 
flawed imagination in a very 
deviously ingenious manner 
by playing to the gallery 
of the naive Germans who 
fell for his jingoistic act and 
looked up to him as their sav­
iour. And when they catapult­
ed him to, power, he showed 
his true colours by commis­
sioning the gas chambers that 
burnt alive millions of those 
he dehumanised in order to 
feed his unhinged hunger for 
absolute power. ■

And that unhinged hunger 
for power came home to roost 
for him and the “jaitbynriew” 
he so obsessed over, eventu­
ally. Because his harebrained 
ubermenschen white su­
premacy pipe-dream ended 
up bringing Germany down 
to its knees instead of the 
promised height of glory he 
obsessed over. And, like any 
delusional self-aggrandising 
pretender, he took the easy 
way out of that inglorious 
moment of humiliation by 
killing himself. At the end of 
that day, the ugly politics of 
hate not only destroys its vic­
tims, it also brings self-ruin 
to its perpetrators too.

Mature leadership, on the 
other hand, strives to create 
harmony and prosperity for 
all through informed policy­
making. It also seeks to calm 
down even the most restive 
of society through skilful ne­
gotiations and sound political 
decisions.

I suppose that's why our 
judicious and magnanimous 
forebears, blessed with their 
beautiful moral imagination 
and clear moral conscience, 
decided to put in place their 
benign customary laws for 
the sake of societal harmony 
and peaceful coexistence. No 
lunatic raging, no hate-filled 
rhetoric, no narrow-minded 
politics of fear mongering, 
of supremacist leanings and 
jingoism for them. They 
also refused to interfere in 
the private lives of their 
people while they facilitated 
the means to accommodate 
personal choices by creating 
the tight kinds of customary 
laws to meet the different 
demands of the community.

If only we would continue 
to appreciate their prudent 
policymaking skills.

completely separate entity 
is a falsehood.

We need to reflect on the 
fact that after our deaths the 
atoms of our body will be­
come atoms of a matter then 
again some of them become 
a part of some trees, animals 
and/or individuals. Even the 
atoms of our nails and hair 
start becoming a part of other 
things during our lifetime! 
This reflection helps us erase 
our ego that separates us 
from the universe. It gives 
birth to true humility before 
the One which we are also 
a part of. Spiritual humility 
hatches the ego-egg to break 
the eggshell of separation to 
give birth to a psychic con­
scious being.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 
Kolkata

Elections 2024: 
Issues before the 

electorate
______________ By VK Lyngdoh____________

The editorial “Lok Sabha 
election sans noise” (ST April 
4,2024) has raised many per­
tinent and crucial issues as to 
what will be the stand of vari­
ous parties. In a huge House of 
Commons (Lok Sabha) with 
543 central legislators it is not 
going to be an easy task for 
the MPs of small states in the 
North East like Manipur, Me­
ghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim and Tripura unless 
they are aligned to NDA or 
INDIA. To stand alone is 
next to impossible to drive 
home their views especially 
when the cognitive power and 
energy of an MP is not power­
ful enough given the present 
scenario in the country where 
the Bharatiya Janata Party or 
for that matter the NDA is 
surely going to dominate Lok 
Sabha given their numerical 
strength. If you are in power 
then only you can implement 
your ideas. But if you are 
not in power, how will you 
implement your ideas? The 
editorial has rightly concluded 
that “electorate must vote with 
their brains, not with their 
emotions”. However, the up­
coming Lok Sabha election in
1 Shillong Parliamentary and
2 Tura Parliamentary Con­
stituencies is significant for 
the people of Meghalaya.
The key issue that are likely 
to shape the contest are:

persons.
4. Tribal rights and iden­

tity: Protecting tribal rights, 
languages and cultural heri­
tage is crucial if we talk abgut 
preserving the culture of tfie 
tribe. Addressing land own­
ership issues and ensuring 
forest rights for indigenous 
communities are significant 
concerns. %-

5. Environment and 
Sustainable Development: 
For balancing growth and 
conservation electors want 
sustainable development 
without compromising the

. environment. Addressing m - 
ter scarcity and ensuring clean 
water supply are critical issues 
when we talk about water 
management.

6. Tourism and liveli­
hood: Meghalaya’s natural 
beauty an<lsalubrious climate 
attracts tourists. Therefore;df 
we talk of promoting tourism, 
enhancing tourism infrastruc­
ture is a must to boost liveli­
hoods. Supporting farmers 
and promoting agro-based 
industries is essential for the 
development of agriculture 
and livestock, ,V

7. Law and Order: Se­
curity and safety is the most 
important aspect of existence 
and electors expect effective 
law enforcement, especially 
in border areas. As far-as 
insurgency and Militancy is

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times_____

1. Infrastructure and con­
nectivity: People in Megha­
laya suffer from poor and bad 
road conditions and connec­
tivity. Improving connectivity 
in rural Meghalaya where the 
bulk of the population (27.2 
Lakhs or 85% of the popula­
tion) reside and work remains 
crucial as people expect roads, 
bridges, foot bridges and 
transportation facilities.

2. Unemployment and 
Economic opportunities: Cre­
ating job opportunities for 
the youth is essential as Me­
ghalaya faces unemployment 
challenges, especially among 
its educated youth. According 
to the RBI Report November 
19th 2022,7 out of 1000 per­
sons are unemployed in rural 
and 71 out 1000 persons in 
urban Meghalaya. Hence en­
couraging diverse economic 
activities beyond traditional 
sectors like agriculture and 
tourism is vital.

3. Healthcare and Edu­
cation; Strengthening health 
care facilities, especially in 
rural areas is a priority. As 
far as education is concerned 
the Annual Report on Peri­
odic Labour Force Survey 
July 2022 -  June 2023 of 
the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation 
shows youth who are 15 
years and above by highest 
level of education success­
fully completed out of 100 
persons in rural areas as 6.4 
are not literate, literate and 
up to primary is 40.1, Middle 
class is 32.7, Secondary 9.9, 
Higher Secondary 6.4, Di­
ploma/ Certificate holder 0.6, 
Graduate 3.8, Post-Graduate 
and above 0.7 and Secondary 
and above is 20.8 percent 
respectively. The correspond­
ing figure for the urban areas 
is 2.7, 14.3, 20.6, 13.7, 18.3,
0.3,23.1,7.0 and 62.4 percent 
respectively. Given these 
kinds of educational statistics 
there is an urgent need for 
skill development programs, 
vocational training and better 
educational institutions that 
ensures employability of such

concerned addressing security 
threats must be a top most 
priority.

8. Political accountability 
and Transparency: When,we 
talk of accountable gover­
nance, electors want transpar­
ency, efficient administration 
and responsive leaders. Ad­
dressing corruption and ensur­
ing accountable govemaijcp 
are key concerns. * *;*

Remember that these 
issues resonate differently 
across regions within both 
1 Shillong Parliamentary 
Constituency and 2 Tura 
Parliamentary Constituency. 
Candidates’ ability to address 
these concerns effectively w>fl 
influence voters’ decisions,*.

Meghalaya faces chal­
lenges related to poverty. 
Approximately 49% of the 
population in rural Meghalaya 
lives below the poverty lingt 
Seventy percent of individu­
als in rural areas are engaged 
in agriculture and allied aĉ  
tivities. 69.2 percent lack 
access to cooking fuel, and 
23.60% do not have access 
to drinking water. 55.90%-of 
rural households lack proper 
housing facilities. 29.88 %-of 
the population is deprived of 
assets and 9.10% do not have 
a bank account. The urban 
population in Meghalaya fac­
es similar challenges. 37.79 
% of the urban population 
remains below the poverty 
line. 8.10%ofthe urban popu­
lation lacks electricity con­
nection. 31.70% of women 
in urban areas are deprived^/ 
maternal healthcare facilities. 
Overall, 32.67 % of the entire 
population in Meghalaya is 
multidimensionally poor, ac­
cording to the National Fam­
ily Health Survey (NFHS-5) 
data. The state ranks as the 
third poorest in India and the 
poorest in the North Eastern 
Region. Therefore, it is crur 
cial for the government to 
address these challenges and 
bridge the implementation 
gaps in welfare schemes; to 
uplift the vulnerable sections 
of society.



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2024

How food preferences are linked 
to cognition and brain health

F
rom the crispy crunch of fresh 
veggies to the creamy indul­
gence of decadent desserts, 

we all have different food prefer­
ences. Our palates develop uniquely, 
shaped by genetics, culture and 
personal experiences.

Food preferences play a sig­
nificant role in shaping our dietary 
habits. Highly palatable foods rich 
in sugars, fats and salts often appeal 
to people’s tastebuds and provide 
immediate satisfaction. However, 
these foods are typically high in 
calories and low in essential nutri­
ents, leading to weight gain, and a 
higher risk of physical and mental 
health conditions.

Now it has been discovered that 
the food you choose to eat isn’t just 
linked to your physical and mental 
health, but also to your cognitive 
function, brain structure and genet­
ics.

A widespread preference for fast 
food is likely contributing to an 
increase in obesity worldwide. Ac­
cording to the World Health Organi­
sation (WHO), in 2022 one in eight 
people worldwide were obese. This 
rate has doubled since 1990.

Obesity isn’t just linked with an 
increased risk of diseases including 
type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease, but also with a 30-70 per 
cent higher risk of mental health 
disorders.

Benefits of a healthy, 
balanced diet

A new collaborative study from 
Fudan University in China and the 
University of Cambridge in the UK, 
published in Nature Mental Health, 
used a large sample of 181,990 
participants from the UK Biobank 
to examine how food choices are 
associated with cognitive function, 
mental health, metabolism, brain 
imaging and genetics.

The researchers examined the 
consumption of vegetables, fruit, 
fish, meat, cheese, cereal, red wine,

spirits and bread. It was found that 
57 per cent of participants had food 
preferences for a healthy balanced 
diet. This included a balanced mix 
of all the foods the researchers ex­
amined, with no excessive amounts 
in any category.

The researchers further showed 
that those with a healthy balanced 
diet had better brain health, cogni­
tive function and mental health than 
others. The research team compared 
the balanced diet to three other diet 
groups - low-carb (18 per cent), veg­
etarian (6 per cent) and high protein/ 
low fibre (19 per cent).

It was found that people who ate 
a more balanced diet had better fluid 
intelligence (the ability to solve new 
problems), processing speed, mem­
ory and executive functions (a set of 
mental skills that include flexible 
thinking and self-control) than the 
other diets. This also corresponded 
to better brain health - with higher 
grey matter volumes (the outermost

layer of the brain) and better struc­
tured neurons (brain cells), which 
are key markers of brain health.

Perhaps surprisingly, the veg­
etarian diet did not fare as well as 
a balanced diet. One reason for this 
may be that many vegetarians don’t 
get enough protein. Two healthy, 
balanced diets for the brain are the 
Mediterranean and Mind (Mediter­
ranean intervention for neurodegen- 
erative delay) diets.

These promote fish (especially 
those oily fish), dark leafy veg­
etables and fresh fruits, grains, nuts, 
seeds, as well as some meat, such as 
chicken. But these diets also limit 
red meat, fats and sugars.

In fact, research has shown 
that the Mediterranean diet can 
alter our brains and cognition. One 
study showed that people showed 
improved cognition after only 10 
weeks on this diet.

Another study showed that fol­
lowing the Mediterranean diet was

associated with lower levels of a 
harmful peptide known as beta- 
amyloid in the brain. Beta-amyloid, 
together with tau protein, are mea­
sures of the brain damage that oc­
curs in Alzheimer’s disease. -

Previous studies have also shown 
that Japanese diets, including rice, 
fish and shellfish, miso, pickles and 
fruits, protect against brain shrink­
age.

The research also discovered that 
there were some genes that may 
be contributing to the association 
between dietary patterns and brain 
health, cognitive function and men­
tal health. This may mean that our 
genes partly determine what we like 
to eat, which in turn determines our 
brain function.

However, our food choice priori­
ties are also affected by a number ol 
factors, including price, allergies, 
convenience and what our friends 
and family eat.

Some people opt for going on di­

ets, which may lead to weight'loss, 
but involve cutting out entire food 
groups that are important for the 
brain. While there’s some evidence 
that ketogenic diets (low carb), for 
example, have beneficial affects 
on the immune system and mental 
health, it does seem that balanced 
diets, such as the Mediterranean 
diet, is best for overall brain health 
and cognition.

Ways forward
It is clear that adopting a healthy 

balanced diet and doing exercise 
can be good for our brains. But for 
many people, this is easier said than 
done, especially if their current food 
preferences are for very sweet or 
high, fat foods.

However, food preferences aren’t 
destiny. For example, if you reduce 
your sugar and fat intake slowly and 
maintain it at a very low level over a 
number of months, you will actually 
begin to prefer that type of food.

Establishing healthy food prefer­
ences and an active lifestyle early in 
childhood is vital. Other important 
techniques are to eat slowly, pay 
attention to what you eat and enjoy 
it, rather than finishing a sandwich 
on* the go or while looking at your 
mobile screen.

It takes time for your brain to reg­
ister that you are Ml. For example,

it has been shown that consumers 
generally eat more when watchfijg 
television, listening to music, or in 
the presence of others, because the 
distraction decreases our reliance on 
internal satiety signals.

Social support from friends has 
also been shown to encourage ad- 
herence to healthy eating habits; as 
has cognitive behavioural therapy. 
Distraction is another excellent 
technique - literally anything you 
like to do (that isn’t eating) could 
help. ■>>

One interesting survey stu;dy 
found that how you set your pri­
orities affects your food choices; If 
you are keen to remain healthy and 
to have a physically fit appearancp, 
you will choose healthy foods. >.;

We live in tough economic times. 
Socioeconomic status shouldn’t 
limit dietary choices, though this 
seems to currently be the cage. 
Clearly, governments have an im­
portant duty to prioritise affordable 
healthy eating options. This will 
help many of us choose a healthy 
diet for either health reasons, in ­
duced food prices, or both.

Now that we know that the food 
we eat can actually affect our brims 
and how well we perform cogni­
tively, having a healthy balanced 
diet is more important than ev£r. 
(The Conversation)

‘Star - Gazing’
By Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, APRIL 7, 2024

‘Birthday Forecast1
Moon semi-sextile Mercury on your solar return chart which ensures an 
exceptional year ahead. You will get lot of opportunities to make progress 
in life. Money inflow will be continuous. You will like to explore some new 
business. Arid could enter into partnership or joint venture. You will use your 
communicate skills to best of your advantage. And will win big contract or 
work order for your concern. You can also get involved in some exciting 
love relations. Ties will go a distance. You will plan to get married and get 
settled in life. Students will study hard and get success in exams/interviews. 
Those looking for jobs abroad will get success. Those in creative line of work 
will also get acclaim. You can be facilitated publicly for your contribution to 
society. You will look after your family members well.

‘This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)There would be a lot of traveling, com­
munications and conversation to keep you busy. Arguments 
with a lover may be blown out of proportion far too easily. 
Both you and your lover should avoid harping on the words 
used and try to get to the meaning behind the words instead. 
Professionally It might seem like stagnation, but it’s actually 
a period of review and rest. Speculation and gambling are 
not advised right now. It would be wise to be especially clear 
when it comes to communicating with romantic partners, and 
children; or take this time to re-examine issues rather than 
communicating prematurely.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) Smoothening out your close personal' 
relationships is what makes you happy during this cycle. 
You would maintain good relations and try to give to others 

r  exactly what you would like to receive just now. If s not about 
you right now-ifs about someone else and the sweeter your 

( B b  attentions, the more delicious your rewards will be. You 
H  n  have a greater need than usual for contact and exchange.

In general, you are adaptable when it comes to your work. 
The more willing you are to take on additional or different 
type of work, the more positive the rewards. .

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)You would admire and adapt new styles, 
unconventional ideas, and unfamiliar situations. It is a good 
time to expand your circle of influence. You take an interest in 
organizing your working environment-and this is an excellent 

2 L  time to do so. You are especially objective and intelligent 
y n n V  when it comes to getting a handle on your daily affairs and 

all of the little things that contribute to a feeling of efficiency 
and competency. Laying down a strategy would keep you on 
track. Some travel is imminent and will be beneficial.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) This can be a time of achievement, career 
advancement, and success in business. Work-related travel 
or the reaching of a wider audience is possible during this 
period. This is a time when you renew your energy and 
consider your priorities. Re-thinking the suitability of your 
romantic relationships is possible now, but you should avoid 
jumping to any premature decisions. There may be the need 
torevisitold issues with yourchildrenorlover else there could 
be some communication problems with them.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)Communication becomes especially important 
to you. Smoothing out your close personal relationships is 
what makes you happy. You are adaptable when it comes 
to your affections-very willing to compromise, negotiate, 
and make peace. A new set-up in existing jobs or a new 
job altogether may be formed in the coming months. There 
will be a sense of renewal and reinvigoration with regard to 
your daily activities, health routines, and attention to practi­
cal matters. This is a phase when you have an increased 
awareness of your health.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22) Your professional skills, wisdom
_ andcraftisappreciatedandfreshopportunitiesforexpansion

are made available to you. Personal relationships gain an 
exciting quality. Tackle sensitive subjects and difficult people

til

#

and get your point across. You can trust your intuition about 
people and situations when called upon to mediate in conflicts 
and collaborations. Surprises surrounding the compassionate 
care and attention you give others, as well as the work and 
service you render, may be in store. This could manifest into 
finding a balance between practical concerns and spiritual 
or non-material matters.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) It’s easier for you to approach 
sensitive, intimate, and personal matters with rationality and 
logic in this period. As such, this is a great time to open up 
conversations about topics that normally might cause waves, 
such as those revolving around the sharing of power, intimacy, 
and finances. You know how to relate to others and you do 
so with warmth and affection. You will seek out the company 
of close friends who stimulate your thoughts and ideas. You 
may attract a younger person into your life.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)Essentially, you are looking to 
expand your activities, and you may find that you have a lot 
of energy for higher studies, travel, or simply new subjects 

a u  during this period. Negative potentials include being exces- 
sively opinionated or getting easily fired up over differences 
in points of view, or legal fights. You may be drawn into some 
form of service thatwill bring deep personal satisfaction. You 
seek perfection and distinction in your work and this quality 
brings you a more responsible position.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)People see you as
a responsible, sincere, loving and lovable person, and as 
someone who is aware of their needs and feelings, which 
can benefit you at this time. Others are willing to help and 
cooperate with you in working towards your goals and ambi­
tions. It would be better to go for long term investments and 
speculations for financial gains. It would be wiser to face 
turbulent matters and issues in professional ventures rather 
than seeping them under the carpet. Don’t take the one you 
love for granted but show your love and appreciation.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)A new work opportunity 
can change the way you work and relate with people pro­
fessionally. You are bold and adventurous and you cannot 
tolerate delays that could hold up your work. You succeed 
by adopting a new approach and exhibiting a willingness to 
take risks. You would achieve a lot in business and profes­
sional aspects by combining creativity and practicality. 
Your maturity and objectivity places you in the role of the 
dependable and someone your family and friends can turn 
to for advice and guidance. You will be considerably more 
productive, healthy, and focused.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) Financial transactions and 
professional projects go ahead smoothly with goodwill and 
they would be profitable. This is a good time to belong

•  with a friend or a group who shares your own ideas and
thoughts. You would attach yourself to more spiritual friends. 
Communications from overseas are hopeful and exciting as 
business opportunities come your way. This is an excellent 
period for starting new regimens to better your health and 
wellbeing, such as a structured exercise program and more 
structured and productive use of your time.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)This is an excellent time in which 
you do some financial planning and strategizing. A financial 
boost is possible, or you may gain financially through your 
business partner. Research uncovers new material that allows 
you to develop a better overall picture of the period's events. 
This is a phase when you have an increased awareness of 
the need for someone significant to rely on. You would find 
a balance between autonomy and dependence in personal 
relationships. You can expect superiors to support you and 
stand up for you in tough situations at work.

Learn to sing in Sur with 
Padhanisa, an Al-based 

music learning app

Saregama, India’s oldest music label announces its expansion of its 
horizon with Padhanisa, from delivering super-hit music for over a 
century to creating a platform that simplifies music learning. Pad­

hanisa is an AI based music learning app that aims to make Indian vocal 
learning simple, easy and accessible to everyone across the globe.

Sharing his views on Padhanisa, Vikram Mehra, Managing Director of 
Saregama India Limited, said, “Padhanisa is an obvious extension from 
Saregama. The insight of the app comes from the fact that all Indians love 
to sing, be it on any occasion or just to feel happy. We truly believe that 
there are no bad singers, but just untrained ones. So, here we are with an AI 
based app which trains you to sing in Sur. All you have to do is download 
the Padhanisa App and start your personalised music learning journey.” 

Padhanisa aims to be a personal singing teacher for those who enjoy 
singing but have never considered learning due to a lack of access to the 
right resources or fear of judgement.

The app’s most compelling feature is its individualized class structure, 
where every session is uniquely tailored to address the specific needs and 
goals of each learner. By leveraging advanced algorithms and machine 
learning capabilities, the app dynamically adjusts lesson plans to accom­
modate each learner’s progress and preferences, ensuring optimal results 
with every session. ,

The personalized approach of the app ensures that every individual 
receives tailored recommendations based on their vocal range, sugges­
tions on warmups and workouts focussed on the key improvement areas. 
A comprehensive assessment of the performance is shared after every level 
so that learners can keep improving.

The application not only provides a customised platform for music 
learning but also offers Live Masterclasses by subject matter experts that 
help learners acquire in-depth knowledge about music concepts and clear 
their doubts through Q&A sessions.

Padhanisa goes a step beyond just being a music-leaming platform. It 
also allows singers and aspirants to earn perpetually by sharing singing 
videos through the app. And not just this, but a big one with the Music label 
too! A chance to sing for Saregama under its Talent Hunt program.

From beginners taking their first steps in the world of Indian vocal sing­
ing to performers looking to refine their skills, the app caters to singers of 
all levels and backgrounds. With its user-friendly interface, comprehensive 
lesson plans and interactive sessions, it’s never been easier to learn singing 
sitting literally from anywhere. (IANSlife)

Why are working;:*; 
professionals optinj| 
for skin boosters?

In today’s time, prioritising sjqb 
health has become an important 
aspect. Individuals are adopting 
comprehensive approaches rangjiig 

from skincare routines to dietary 
choices to advanced treatments for 
optimal results. According to the lat­
est report, the global market for slab 
boosters, valued at USD 1.08 billipn 
in 2023, is projected to witness -a 
steady growth rate of 9.0 percent 
from 2024 to 2030. ; *;

Skin boosters entail micro-iiijec- 
tions of hyaluronic acid, along %&h 
vitamins and minerals, directly uito 
the epidermis, aiming to revitalt?£, 
hydrate, and rejuvenate the skin, 
thereby imparting a natural radi­
ance. The surge in demand for skin 
boosters is attributed to several 
factors, including evolving beauty 
standards globally, increased'acr- 
cessibility to nonsurgical cosmetic 
procedures, regulatory approvals,for 
innovative skin boosters, and rising 
cosmetic demands among the ageing 
population. >.

Interestingly, in India, a notable 
uptick in demand among working 
professionals has been observed, 
driven by the fast-paced nature-pf 
their lives.

Amidst hectic schedules arid 
prolonged work hours, individigfis 
often grapple with skin issues like 
dullness, dehydration, and prejtlk- 
ture ageing.

Skin boosters emerge as a confc 
nient solution, offering quick revj^f- 
ization and hydration to maintain; a 
fresh and radiant appearance desgije 
busy routines.

Leading the forefront of new-age 
therapies is bio remodelling that 
employs ultrapure hyaluronic acid 
through precise injections to combat 
ageing signs such as wrinkles and 
dark under-eye patches. : -,

This innovative approach delivers 
essential nutrients to promote skin 
rejuvenation, restoring moisture for 
enhanced firmness and elasticity, 

Profhilo, a prominent method 
within bio remodelling, ensures 
uniform moisture distribution across 
critical areas like the face, neck, and 
hands, yielding immediate hydra­
tion and skin-tightening effects. 
(IANSlife)
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Game of wooing begins
AS has been discussed in the past, manifestos 
are a deciding factor in every election. The game 
o f wooing the public begins precisely here and 
electoral fortunes can shift to one side from the 
other if the hoi-polloi are carried away by the 
promises. The Congress party understands this 
in its years o f hopelessness and came up with 
a manifesto clearly targeting major vote banks. 
For one, it promised to raise the reservations 
for the backward, SC-ST communities, who 
together form a large chunk of the electorate. It 
also wooed women with a promise of 50 per cent 
reservations in government jobs and impressive 
quotas for them in elected bodies including 
Parliament. The manifesto, with equal flurry, 
promised a payment of about a lakh for women 
from each poor family every year. The party’s 
campaign machinery is bound to concentrate on 
all these when the real electoral fight lasting the 
coming several weeks unfolds. The minorities, 
who are already with the Congress for most part, 
too have been promised a fair deal.

The BJP by its very nature cannot afford to 
match its promises with what the Congress has 
done, though it passed legislation in Parliament 
to reserve one-third seats for women in elected 
bodies. On the ground, this has not happened yet 
across the board. The saffron bandwagon cannot 
promise implementation of caste census as its 
vote bank in the Hindi belt comprises largely 
of those from the upper castes. The party has a 
distaste for Muslims while Christians are also 
not generally comfortable with its Hindutva 
offensives. The BJP governments across states 
have performed in a lack-lustre manner, while 
this was compensated by Prime Minister Nar- 
endra Modi with a high-profile public outreach 
by virtue of his gift of the gab, not necessarily 
by his government’s performance. How would 
the scenario now shape up vis-a-vis the results 
of the Parliament polls is anybody’s guess.

<E>n the other hand, the CPI-M that leads the 
Left movement in the country has come up with 
its manifesto. It promised many things, includ­
ing a doubling of the wages for the national rural 
employment guarantee scheme and restoration 
of the special status for Jammu and Kashmir -  
one being an olive branch to poor women and 
the other to the Muslims. Problem, however, is 
the party has reduced to near zero in parliament 
and cannot hope to raise its tally beyond, say, 
10 this time too, which makes it an insignificant 
player, possibly even in relation to Kerala where 
it got only one seat in the 2019 polls. Even as 
part of the INDIA alliance, it can only wag its 
tail. What more is in store, as far as manifestos 
o f other parties are concerned, is worth a wait 
and watch.

Changing Political 
Landscape in the State

The ensuing election to 
the Lok Sabha has changed 
the political landscape in the 
state, at least in the way the 
different parties’ are cam­
paigning for their respective 
candidates. But what do 
we mean by changing the 
political landscape? Here, 
changing political landscape 
refers to the shifting dynam­
ics, trends, and conditions 
within the realm of politics, 
especially concerning the 
election to the Lok Sabha. In 
general, the campaigns orga­
nized by the different parties 
indicate that the political 
landscape in Meghalaya, or 
at least in the Khasi Jaintia 
region, is in a state of flux or 
transformation.

Educated Candidates
Regarding the education 

of the candidates, we could 
not ask for a better list than 
the one we have now. The 
line-up we have in the elec­
tion for the Shillong Parlia­
mentary seat consists of three 
candidates holding doctorate 
degrees, with one holding 
dual masters. The other two 
candidates at least have uni­
versity degrees; one has an 
engineering degree, and the 
other has a law degree. So, 
in terms of the education of 
the candidates, the voters are 
spoilt for choice. This time 
around, the wish of many 
voters to have candidates 
who are educated is fulfilled, 
and there is no room for com­
plaints anymore. This is a 
very promising trend indeed, 
which hopefully will trickle 
down to the legislative as­
sembly and the autonomous 
district councils too. It starts 
from the top; so hopefully, 
educated candidates will 
henceforth contest elections 
to the State Legislative As­
sembly and the Autonomous 
District Council.

The Changing 
Campaign Scenario 

, While the old parties, in 
the state still spend money 
making and decorating their 
campaign pandals and hir­
ing costly sound systems, 
this time around, voters saw 
the emerging new trend in 
the way the new party cam­
paigns for their candidates. 
The new kid on the political 
block of the state campaigns 
to fight against corruption 
using bare necessities. In 
every VPP campaign, one 
would only see one table, 
a few chairs, and a simple 
public announcement sys­
tem, and that’s about it. No 
pandal, no decorations, no 
expensive sound system; at 
times, one could rarely even 
see the party’s flags during 
their campaign. At most, 
the party would spend fifty

By HHMohrmen
thousand per campaign, and 
this is another trend that gives 
the voters hope for a better 
tomorrow because other par­
ties spend lakhs of rupees just 
to make pandals and decorate 
the campaign ground.
Is BJP’s withdrawal from the 
race an advantage to NPP?
It is both yes and no. Yes, 

because the NPP will be able 
to consolidate its presence in 
the urban areas where there 
is a non-indigenous popula­
tion, and on the other hand, 
it will be to the Congress’s 
disadvantage. But the NPP 
is also likely to lose a huge 
section of voters who hate 
the BJP and blame it for its 
anti-minority approach. It 
depends on the size of the 
population that decides to 
vote against the party, not for

them to become corrupt. He 
said the voters ask them for 
money so where will they 
get the money from if they 
do not indulge in corruption. 
This is the same politician 
who with pride on his face 
last year said in public, “ngi 
pynbieit man ka san snem, ki 
bieit ruh man ka san snem,” 
and now he has changed his 
mind. In one of the meetings 
where he campaigned for the 
Party candidate, he asked the 
Opposition to prove, where 
and when did he indulge in 
corruption and if they can 
prove that he was corrupt?

That is a good question, 
but the internet and social 
media have helped the public 
to become smarter because 
clips of their recorded speech 
can be shared numerous

the party’s own doing but for 
the support that it received 
from the BJP as the NDA 
partner.
Corruption is No Longer 

the New Normal
In the state where politi­

cians are getting rich instantly 
and voters do not ask how the 
candidates earn their money; 
in a state where politicians 
consider it their god-given 
right to be rich, and the public 
seldom ask how they can earn 
so much money when their 
known sources of income are 
limited, corruption becomes 
an accepted norm. For so 
long, corruption hap becejrne 
the new iibnttaf iri tKê statfe;" 
and it is normal for politicians 
and their coterie to become 
rich instantly. Buying houses 
and property left, right, and 
center almost every year and 
having in their collection all 
expensive cars available in 
the market, is accepted by 
the public as normal, and 
the politicians even boast 
about it.

Corruption in the state is 
considered normal because 
everyone who is in the helm 
of power is doing it with 
pride, thereby making it the 
new normal. There is a video 
still circulating on differ­
ent social media platforms 
where one of the Deputy 
Chief Ministers said in the 
campaign last year that it was 
the public who compelled

times. Another Deputy Chief 
Minister in one of the cam­
paigns asked, “If  we are 
indulging in corruption then 
why people continue to vote 
for us?” This of course is a 
very valid point. But what he 
did not state upfront and the 
public did not ask is - How 
much money the NPP spent 
to win the last election. The 
public statements made by 
the two politicians during 
the campaign trail revealed 
that they have changed their 
minds; obviously, it is no 
longer cool to openly or 
ingeniously say it is normal 
to be c o r j^ t. If  it can at 
ieast makeWem cnSng^neir 
stands,.it shows that in the big 
war against corruption, the 
anti-corruption campaign has 
already won a small battle.

Calling a Spade a Spade 
A few days back, one of 

the Deputy Chief Ministers 
also said that it is obvious that 
the leader of the VPP has this 
‘holier than thou attitude.’ In 
his call to fight against cor­
ruption, he did not shy away 
from the truth and mentioned 
that in the last election, there 
were reports that leaders 
of the churches were also 
involved in unfair practices 
during the election. Taking 
advantage of this, those op­
posing the rise of the VPP 
condemned Ardent for his 
statement, which they alleged 
tarnished the image of the

church. They blamed him for 
his holier than thou attitude, 
hoping to gain the sympathy 
of the church elders. It is an 
open secret that some lead­
ers, which include church 
and community leaders, used 
to take full advantage of the 
elections and make use of the 
situation for their own selfish 
interests. It remains to be seen 
if the statement he made will 
backfire and have an adverse 
impact on the prospects of 
the party candidate or if the 
public knows best and votes 
according to the dictates of 
their conscience. îVill the 
public reward or punish the 
VPP for daring to call a spade 
a spade is what the people will 
have to wait and see.
The Organized versus the 

Unorganized Party 
The debate that is ongo­

ing is whether this election 
is going to see a triangular 
fight, with one side being 
the conglomeration of the 
regional parties led by the 
UDP, the Congress, and the 
NPP. The argument is that 
these parties are organized 
and already have their units 
and the party rank and file 
right up to the polling station 
level. This iS considered to be 
the advantage that these exist­
ing parties have over the new 
entrants to the political land­
scape in the state, the Voice of 
the People Party (VPP). The 
VPP has only four MLAs and 
is not organized and does not 
have its presence anywhere 
in the state except in a few 
constituencies; it is estimated 
that the party will find it very 
difficult to perform well. The 
VPP is considered to be the 
underdog in this election, and 
it is true that unlike the good 
old parties like the UDP, the 
HSPDP, the NPP, and the 
Congress, the new party has 
no presence in most of the 
36 legislative constituencies 
under the Shillong parliamen­
tary wnstituency. ......  ^

^  IfTs aI£o true that* if this 
calculation is taken into con­
sideration, it is hope against 
hope for the VPP to even 
dream of winning the elec­
tion. The hope for the VPP 
is only if there is a change 
in the way the people vote - 
when people do not depend 
on the leaders of the parties 
or when the units and the 
different groups in the party 
do not have influence in the 
way people vote. The chance 
of the VPP winning the elec­
tion is only if the hoi-polloi 
decide to ignore the leaders of 
the political parties and vote 
without fear of threats and 
intimidation. If that happens,' 
then it indicates that there is 
a change in the voting behav­
iour of the people -  the com­
mon person on the street.

1 il l i is  to tho Kditor

Voters have 
a right to the 
W PAT slip
Editor,
Another 11 days are left 

for Phase 1 of the election 
to the 18th Lok Sabha which 
begins on Apiril 19, 2024 
and 56 days for the votes to 
be counted on June 4, 2024. 
The major concerns of dis­
cerning voters are about the 
Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) and whether their 
vote is recorded as cast. 
This concern can be best ad­
dressed by a simple solution 
and that is to present voters 
a proof of their vote (WPAT 
slip) outside the black box 
so that they can verify and 
drop it into a box, so that it 
becomes a second source of 
truth of the election process, 
after the Electronic Voting 
Machine. Since all who are 
eligible to vote in the 8th 
Lok Sabha election will still 
cast their votes by pressing 
a button on the EVM, they 
should be given a physical 
copy of the printed WPAT 
slip, which can be verified 
to make sure that their vote 
has been recorded as he/ 
she had casted and dropped 
the W PAT slip in a box. 
This ensures that there will 
be two places where the 
vote is recorded -  the EVM 
and the W PA T slip box. 
Both should be counted and 
matched before the results

are declared.
It is heartening that the 

Supreme Court has taken 
cognizance of a petition 
filed by lawyer and activist 
A run Kumar Aggarwal and 
the NGO Association for 
Democratic Reform (ADR) 
that seeks to address the issue 
of Voter Verified Paper Audit 
Trail ('WPAT) verification 
during elections. The peti­
tion challenges the Election 
Commission’s guidelines 
that mandate sequential 
W PA T verification. Cur­
rently, only five randomly 
selected Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) in each 
Assembly segment of a par­
liamentary constituency un­
dergo VVPAT verification. 
The petitioners contend that 
this sequential process causes 
undue delay. The plea sug­
gests an alternative approach 
and that is a simultaneous 
verification of WPAT slips 
and deploying more officers 
for quick counting.

The government has in­
vested nearly Rs 5000 crore 
in purchasing approximately 
24 lakh VVPATs, yet pres­
ently, only about 20,000  
VVPAT slips are verified. 
The petitioner emphasizes 
the importance of ensuring 
that every voter’s ballot is 
accurately counted by al­
lowing them to physically 
drop their WPAT slip into 
the ballot box. The Supreme 
Court on 1st April 2024 is­
sued notice to the Election

Commission regarding this 
plea. This is an ongoing 
matter and the court’s final 
decision will determine the 
actual implementation. We 
should not lose sight that in 
a democracy, sovereignty 
vests with the citizens and 
elections are the tools for 
the citizens to transfer this 
sovereignty to their chosen 
representative. To do so, 
elections and voting systems 
must adhere to democratic 
principles. Not only should 
the election process be free 
and fair, it must also be seen 
to be free and fair. If the Apex 
Court rules in favour of the 
petitioners, it could lead to 
more efficient and compre­
hensive VVPAT verification 
during elections.

Yours etc.;
V.K.Lyngdoh, 

Via email

Evil of caste 
discrimination 

persists
Editor,
A memorable incident 

happened at Metro Railway 
Kolkata five years ago. There 
was no trace of Covid at that 
time and I was only one and 
half years shy of becoming a 
senior citizen. I was returning 
home and was standing be­
fore a general seat in a Metro 
coach, not before a seat re­
served for the senior citizens. 
A young man in his twenties

stood up vacating his seat 
and asked me to sit there. I 
declined the offer saying that 
I was quite okay. Seeing that 
he was not in a mood to listen 
to me, I forcibly pushed him 
to sit again telling him that I 
had no problem standing. But 
again, he stood up. Then he 
said with all the love in the 
world, "bolchhi tumi boso (I 
am telling you to sit)."

In Kolkata Metro Rail­
way coaches, some seats are 
reserved for women and a 
few seats for senior citizens 
and people with disabilities. 
But there would have been 
no need to reserve seats for 
anyone if all the people were 
like that young man. The 
reservation signboards over 
some seats actually indicate 
that there are many passen­
gers who do not have enough 
compassion. Reservation of 
seats in a train therefore acts 
as a necessary antidote to 
inhumanity.

Similarly, reservation on 
the basis of caste indicates 
that caste hatred, untouch­
ability, and caste favouritism 
are there in our society. We 
need caste reservation as 
an antidote to caste- based 
nepotism. There would be 
no need for caste reservation 
when all the people become 
as progressive, sane and 
humane as Nobel laureate, 
Kailash Satyarthi.

When he was a fifteen- 
year-old boy, Kailash Sat­
yarthi made a plan to organise

a community dinner where 
the food would be cooked 
and served by the Dalits in 
a hygienic, neat and clean 
environment. He invited 
prominent political leaders 
and people from upper castes. 
Interestingly, they gladly ac­
cepted the invitation. A newly 
built park in Vidisha with 
Gandhi’s statue at the centre 
was chosen as the venue.

The ladies who were to 
cook food had put on brand 
new clothes and had brought 
absolutely clean utensils for 
cooking. The dinner was 
ready. Everybody had been 
waiting anxiously for the 
guests for a long time. But 
not even a single person or 
political leader turned up. 
The food was still fresh but 
the incident dampened the 
enthusiasm of Kailash, his 
friends and the Dalits.

The double standards of 
those people were out in the 
open. Kailash clearly under­
stood that the so-called lead­
ers who used to speak against 
the practice of untouchability 
and discrimination in public 
gatherings were actually 
haters of backward castes. 
Then Kailash and others sat 
together for dinner.

While having his din­
ner Kailash burst into tears. 
One of the women who had 
cooked the food walked up 
to him and encouraged him. 
She said, “You are the bravest 
person that we have seen in 
our life. You are eating the

food that we have prepared.” 
They thanked the boy for his 
initiative against the hatred 
for them.

Kailash Satyarthi's failure 
to organise a community din­
ner party also uncovered the 
double standard in our society 
regarding caste. The situation 
has remained unchanged. 
Today caste favouritism can 
be seen everywhere even in 
the allocation of PhD guides. 
It has been reported that 
upper-caste teachers have 
been showing a preference 
for scholars from their own 
community. On the other 
hand, upper-caste research 
scholars are also preferring 
higher caste teachers.

We need caste reservation 
in every sphere to minimise 
the incidents of favouring 
candidates of one's own caste 
during the selection process 
for admission, recruitment 
and promotion under the 
guise of merit.

Caste reservation is a nec­
essary antidote to caste dis­
crimination. Let social justice 
do the final talking. A highly 
intelligent serial killer may 
have more IQ than Kailash 
Satyarthi but we do not need 
the former.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 
Kolkata

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Engaging with 
the Idea of JN'li

By DV Kumar
Perhaps no other student 

union’s elections capture 
the national imagination as 
much as Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Students’ Union 
(JNUSU) elections do. In the 
recently concluded students’ 
union elections at JNU, the 
United Left alliance bagged 
three central posts and the 
BAPSA (Birsa Ambedkar 
Phule Students’Association) 
bagged one central post in the 
union. The ABVP, student 
wing of RSS, which has 
been trying extremely hard 
to capture JNUSU could not 
win any seat. What makes 
JNUSU elections so unique? 
Why is it that so much in­
terest is shown on a mere 
students’ union elections? 
The uniqueness of JNUSU 
elections is essentially de­
rived from the uniqueness of 
the University (JNU) itself. 
JNU represents alternative 
imagination and the power of 
dissent. It stands against un­
critically accepting dominant 
narratives and paradigms. It 
develops a questioning spirit 
without which the whole idea 
of a university breaks down.

What is the idea of a uni­
versity? The essential idea of 
a university is that it should 
be a space for articulating 
contending points of view 
and where dissenting voic­
es could be fearlessly ex­
pressed. It is the space where 
dominant narratives do not 
go unchallenged and uncon­
tested. Critical imagination 
is promoted and education 
is not treated like any other 
commodity on a university 
campus. Universities as the 
premier institutions of learn­
ing and research are expected 
to reflect on and critique 
society, its structures and 
institutions so that corrective 
steps can be initiated. This is 
what an idea of a university 
is supposed to encapsulate. 
This is what precisely defines 
JNU. That is probably why 
there is so much interest 
about whatever Happens ‘m1' 
JNU including its students’ 
union elections.

Let us dwell on four criti­
cal moments in the history 
of independent India when 
JNU lived up to its reputa­
tion of standing up for what 
is right thereby concretising 
the very idea of a univer­
sity. First, when Emergency 
was declared in 1975, it was 
the students and teachers of 
JNU who strongly protested 
and had to pay a heavy price 
as a number of them were 
arrested from the campus. 
They had to endure the high­
handedness of police. When 
Indira Gandhi, the then Prime 
Minister of India, tried to enter 
the campus sometime in 1981 
to inaugurate a function, the 
students of JNU virtually made 
it difficult for her to do so and 
she had to find an alternative 
route to enter the campus. 
This was in protest against the 
imposition of emergency in the 
country. Therefore, contrary 
to popular belief that JNU has 
been opposing only the present 
government at the centre, it al­
ways took a position against all 
forms of authoritarianism as it 
was demonstrated during the 
Emergency. In fact, that was 
the time when JNU came into 
the limelight.

Secondly, when the Ay- 
odhya movement was at its 
peak, it was the historians 
from JNU (Romila Thapar 
and others) who prepared a 
document questioning the ba­
sic premise of the movement 
and exposing the sheer illogi­
cality of correcting historical 
wrongs in a supposedly mod­
em and progressive India. 
Perhaps no other educational 
institution provided such 
a sustained critique based 
on irrefutable evidence and 
reasoned arguments on the 
Ayodhya question. Thirdly, 
when die Manmohan Singh 
government launched what 
came to be called liberalisa­
tion, globalisation and priva­
tisation (LPG) programme, 
it was the economists from 
JNU (Prabhat Patnaik and 
others) who critiqued it, 
along with some others from 
elsewhere in the country, for 
its potential to deepen socio­
economic inequalities. This 
critique gained widespread 
recognition. Strong evidence 
continues to emerge to sup­
port their critique in the form 
of growing inequalities in In­
dia as corporate capital took 
full advantage of the policy 
of liberalisation.

Fourthly, when attempts 
have been made in recent few

years to define nationalisms 
in narrow, alienating gnd 
exclusivist ways, it was at 
JNU in 2016 that a series 
of lectures (published iff, a 
book titled What the Na­
tion Really Needs to KncTw) 
were organised about the 
real meaning of national­
ism. They took pains 46 
emphasise the inapplicable  ̂
ity of European nationalism 
which was essentially based 
on one language and culture 
in the Indian context. The in­
verse and pluralist character 
of Indian society demarftlsj 
democratic, inclusive apd 
secular form of nationalist 
based on the foundational 
principles of liberty, equal? 
ity and fraternity. Any ottyef 
form of nationalism whici) 
goes against these principles 
would be regressive and 
structive. The attention that 
JNU gets is largely attribute 
able to the interventions’it 
has and continues to make;in 
such critical moments. ; '

G. Parthasarathy, the firSt 
Vice-Chancellor of JlJy 
was a visionary. He was 
very clear about what kijtid 
of a university he wanted 
to develop. He closely fol­
lowed all the debates; 
Parliament regarding t!N 
starting of a new university 
in Delhi which was tobe 
named after the first Prime 
Minister of India Jawahafisil 
Nehru. The overwhelm jig 
attempt at that point of time 
was not to establish apy 
other university in Delhi but 
to start a university which 
was unique in terms of. in­
novative course structure, 
high quality of the faculty, 
enhancing accessibility^ 
higher education to margina­
lised and deprived sections 
of the society and promot­
ing critical consciousness 
among the students so that 
they can play an important 
role when they go back tp 
the society they come froHj. 

^To' a great .extent, he-srij^
W w  ̂ draw ing 
the best faculty from differ­
ent parts of the country 4nd 
gave full freedom to theitj 
to devise their own course 
structure. He needs to be 
credited for having started 
along with some brillUmit 
minds a remarkable experi­
ment in higher education in 
the country. It may also 
be mentioned here that the 
inter-disciplinary structure 
which the NEP (2020)t 
focussing on now was partof 
the JNU innovative coujse 
structure from the very jjfe* 
ginning i.e. 1969. This was 
something quite unique' at 
that point of time.

In the last few years', 
JNU has become the target 
of sustained and organised 
attacks from right-wing farces 
for its tendency to questiofe 
Attempts have been made»t6 
vilify and demonise the uni­
versity. People (both students 
and teachers) associated wjdi 
JNU began to be called ‘anti- 
national’, urban naxals andsb 
on. Bollywood is not to be left 
behind. A well-known Profes­
sor from JNU was targeted 
in the movie ‘The Kashmir 
Files’ and in another movie 
which was recently release# 
Bastar, JNU was negatively 
portrayed. It does not require 
much imagination to know 
in what light JNU is going t6 
be shown in the forthcoming 
movie on JNU: Jahangir 
National University (to-be 
released on the 5th of April). 
This writer is aware of-a 
number of scholars from JNU 
whose invitations to differ­
ent academic programmes 
at other universities/instil 
tions were cancelled at fee 
last minute due to pressure 
from the powers which do 
not like the culture of ques­
tioning.

The newly elected student 
leaders from JNU (Dhanaft- 
jay, Priyanshi Arya and 
ers) have made their position 
very clear in tune with the 
ethos of JNU. They said they 
would fight for protecting the 
democratic, secular, liberal 
and gender-sensitive character 
of the university (apart from 
fighting for better library and 
hostel facilities). The politics 
of hatred and divisiveness 
and any attempt to transform 
India into a singular entity 
based on one religion, one 
language and one cultijse 
would be fiercely resisted 
continuing, in a sense the 
glorious legacy of JNU. .

(D. V. Kumar is Pro­
fessor, Dept of Sociology, 
NEHU, Shillong)
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Needed a questioning electorate
A leading journalist of long standing, when asked at 
a media conclave in New Delhi what the status of 
India today is, stated unflinchingly that it is a quasi­
autocracy. This should ring alarm bells if people 
were not living in a delusionary world where noise 
overpowers reason. The very idea of an election 
campaign is faulty because it allows only a one-sided 
lecture with little space for questioning. There are 
myriad questions that demand answers, but candi­
dates here have turned the entire campaign into a 
slanging match with the same old issues repeated ad 
nauseum. The jaitbynriew issue has gone overboard 
without politicians giving people the other side of the 
picture which is that if the BJP is re-elected, then the 
tribals and religious minorities would lose whatever 
rights they enjoy today.

People here have a right to know from the NPP- 
BJP common candidate as to what is the electoral 
bond scam and what impact it has had on the banking 
sector and the entire economy and corporate India as 
a whole. Why did some pharmaceutical companies 
manufacturing Covid vaccines donate so much by 
way of electoral bonds to the ruling party? What is 
the conflict of interest here? Meghalaya is not an 
island to be discussing only state-centric issues in a 
national election. Why is the issue of the Meghalaya 
Urban Development Authority (MUD A) being raked 
up in a national election when it should have been 
taken up in the Assembly which is the proper forum? 
This attempt to mislead voters who are considered 
gullible enough to swallow hook line and sinker 
whatever is being touted at election platforms is an 
old stratagem. But it is allowed to continue because 
those who can question do not attend election meet­
ings because those are considered a waste of time. 
Also there is no civil society that takes upon itself 
the task of explaining the purpose of the Lok Sabha 
election to the hoi-polloi.

Meghalaya is now in its 52nd year but it appears 
that the electorate is just as ill-informed as it was a 
half century ago when songs and noise were what 
captured the imagination of the people even while 
reason and logic were temporarily switched off. 
Reason and logic return after the elections when 
the promises made are broken every single day and 
people realise there is a conspiracy to keep them 
disempowered by pushing their kids to drop out 
of school due to poverty or the absence of schools 
closer to the villages: A disempowered, poor and il­
literate electorate is an asset for politicians. They are 
the ones who succumb to the lure of money for votes. 
And this appears to be the trajectory that Meghalaya 
is following every election. An empowered elector­
ate would have asked why poverty has shot up; why 
children are dropping out of school and why the 
state of education is in a shambles. But why would 
politicians want an informed, questioning, educated, 
rational electorate? They would not be able to sell 
their silly, vacuous, holier than thou rhetoric then! 
Frankly, elections only reveal the pathetic state of 
affairs in Meghalaya.

From  ‘In d ia  is Indira” to “H ar Har M odi”

Through the lens of the Shillong 
Parliamentary Seat

The people of the Land 
of Hynniewtrep, which in­
cludes areas under the Sixth 
Schedule and non- scheduled 
areas can elect only one 
individual to the House of 
five hundred and forty-three 
(543) members. An elected 
representative is empowered 
by the Constitution to serve 
not just his/her constituents 
but is privileged to have a 
say on issues that concern 
the ‘Nation’ as a whole. He 
or she, after being elected, 
transforms from particularity 
to universality and represents 
the aspirations of the State/ 
community in the larger 
political context.

General Elections to
the Lok Sabha 1977 

and 2024:
As the general elections 

to the Lok Sabha are draw­
ing closer, the air is abuzz 
with promises (mostly false 
or undoable) to the accom­
paniment of drums, music, 
dances and dark humour. 
This year it is also marked 
by low grade politicking and 
campaigning ever.

In 1977 the Grand Old 
Party’s slogan, “India is 
Indira” which reverberated 
throughout the country was 
also embraced during the 
campaigns for the Shillong 
Seat. The “India is Indira” 
slogan is associated with 
Indira Gandhi who was the 
Prime Minister of India from 
1966 to 1977 and again from 
1980 to 1984. Unfortunately, 
"India is Indira" reflected the' 
personality cult surrounding 
Indira Gandhi and sowed the 
seeds of autocracy and belief 
that the nation's progress and 
well-being is closely tied to 
single strong and powerful 
leader.

However, Indira Gandhi's 
rule also faced criticism 
for being authoritarian and 
suppressing opposition and 
civil liberties during the 
emergency. This eventually 
led to her defeat in the 1977 
elections, demonstrating 
the importance of demo­
cratic values and the people's 
power to hold their leaders 
accountable.

Similarly, in 2014 the pop­
ular chant “Har Har Modi” 
became so loud in several 
States in the run up to the 
Lok Sabha elections which 
brought Narendra Modi to 
occupy the Prime Minister’s 
seat for almost ten years. 
Although, the BJP leadership 
then had categorically denied 
that it was not the official 
slogan of the Party, much had 
been said and criticized about 
his rule. Critics have alleged 
that elected autocracy is in 
full display now and Prime 
Minister Modi is being per­
ceived as a supreme leader 
with minimal checks and bal­
ances. This could potentially 
threaten the very foundations 
of democracy.

Perhaps there is now an 
undeclared emergency and 
citizens who question the 
policies of the current gov­
ernment are branded as anti-

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

I Letters to the Editor

No significant 
development in 
Meghalaya in 
last 50+years
Editor,
Shillong city as we see it 

today is our creation since 
we attained statehood. What 
we see today was envisioned 
approximately 50 years ago. 
The lowering of educational 
standards in our state is 
purely a creation of our past 
governments. The negli­
gence of past governments 
in making education the 
top priority in their policy 
h i  reduced our state to the 
lowest rank in India today. 
The present government 
too is in deep slumber by 
not taking any corrective 
steps to rectify the various 
problems in education right 
from the primary level up to 
the highest level in our state. 
What is more alarming now 
are the flaws pointed out by 
the leading research agency 
Nity Aayog such as that 
Meghalaya has the dirtiest 
rivers {viz. UmKhrah, Um- 
Shirpy}; is the most corrupt 
state 'in India as remarked 
by the Union Home Minis­
ter; Shillong as one of the 
dirtiest cities in India and 
Meghalaya being the third 
poorest state in India. There

are many more flaws that 
are surfacing like the most 
ill-planned/unplanned city in 
India; ill-maintained dirtiest 
Umiam dam for genera­
tion of electricity ; city with 
highest traffic jam in India; 
the most disorganised and 
profligate state in India with 
so many non-essential advis­
ers/chairpersons appointed 
resulting in the looting of the 
state exchequer.

Right now, our govern­
ment is focusing its attention 
on festivals to attract both 
local, national and interna­
tional tourists to our state. 
I do not argue with this step 
taken by the government to 
raise the economy of our 
state but I fail to understand 
how tourists would want 
to come to this state when 
they hear that Shilling has 
become notable for its traffic 
jams and it is increasing by 
the day. The traffic jam in 
Shillong was waiting to hap­
pen. It started over 25 years 
ago but our Home Depart­
ment is sitting idle without 
thinking of any corrective 
measures to solve this prob­
lem. We see new flyovers 
coming up in all congested 
roads of the neighbouring 
state of Assam as preven­
tive measures to solve traffic 
congestion but our state is 
yet unable to take similar 
corrective measures.

I had earlier pointed out

that the failure of implemen­
tation of traffic light signals 
in Shillong could be due 
to the outdated/inefficient 
software used during the 
time when it was tested in 
Shillong. This traffic light 
system is readily applied in 
all types of road conditions 
all over the world. It would 
be a new research finding 
that the system had failed 
when applied to Shillong. 
Based on its failure, the 
Traffic department could 
have sought suggestions 
from other states of India 
on successful application of 
this system on roads similar 
to those of Shillong.

I have seen the successful 
implementation of traffic 
signal light systems in our 
country and abroad even in 
busy narrow streets simi­
lar to our roads. With the 
existing conditions of our 
roads, if we could get the 
right experts to design new 
software,’ our problems of 
traffic congestion will be 
permanently solved. Further, 
suggestions have been given 
in my earlier write-ups for 
expanding the narrow roads 
in the New Shillong town­
ship but our government 
remains apathetic and no 
rectification is visible as yet. 
The same congestion we face 
right now in Shillong will be 
faced in the near future at 
New Shillong if it continues

nationals and are locked in 
jails. The weaponization of 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) and Criminal Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) to 
target opposition leaders, 
journalists and civil society 
groups is a matter of great 
concern. The blatant abuse 
of Unlawful Activities (Pre­
vention) Act (U APA) and the 
Prevention of Money Laun­
dering Act (PMLA) is having 
a chilling effect on freedom 
of expression, dissent, and 
the overall democratic fabric 
of the country. Besides, the 
aggression of frontal Hin- 
dutva based organizations 
is putting democracy and 
constitution under peril.

Shillong Parliamentary
Seat 2024: Will this 

election be a redo of 1977?
The 2024 Shillong Par­

liamentary seat election may 
not be an exact replica of the 
1977 elections, but there are 
some similarities and les­
sons to be learned from that 
period. The 1977 Lok Sabha 
elections were significant 
as they took place post- 
Emergency, a time when 
civil liberties were severely 
curtailed, and the ruling party 
had exercised autocratic 
control.

Bah Kynpham Singh's 
critique against the Congress 
leaders of Meghalaya and his 
pamphlet "Shithi Sha U Par- 
alok" (The Letter to a Friend 
Dated 1 March 1977) played 
a crucial role in mobilizing 
public opinion against the 
ruling party (APHLC) then. 
The pamphlet highlighted 
issues that mattered to the 
state and community, and it 
contributed to the creation 
of a wave of support for the 
HSPDP candidate, Bah Hop­
ing Stone Lyngdoh.

In the context of the 1977 
elections, Bah Kynpham 
Singh's critique played a sig­
nificant role in raising aware­
ness about the failures of the 
APHLC-led government in 
Meghalaya. By pointing out 
the issues with the subservi­
ent functioning of the AH- 
PLC to the Congress govern­
ment in Delhi, the failure to 
protect the people and land in 
the border areas, the corrup­
tion and misrule in Shillong 
Municipal Board, the public 
letter contributed to the shift 
in public opinion.

The domination of high 
command and single lead­
ership in Delhi, as well as 
the inability of state units 
of national parties to take 
decisions independently is 
hindering the effective rep­
resentation of local inter­
ests. In a coalition where a 
regional party is working 
with a national-based party, 
it is essential for the regional 
party to have the autonomy 
to make decisions that benefit 
its people. But this has not 
been the case for Meghalaya 
since 1972 and till date the 
ruling party in the State

to remain unplanned.
Those who have read 

my earlier article published 
in The Shillong Times will 
curse this government for 
not acting in time when it is 
required for the PWD to do 
so. act. Please show some 
concern for the citizens and 
for the proper development 
of our state.

As far as uplifting our 
education is concerned, it is 
unfortunate that we are mov­
ing rapidly towards negative 
ranking. May we know the 
reasons why we cannot rise 
and give shape to education 
in our state? We have adopt­
ed the New Education Policy 
but we are yet to bring out 
new books in the vernacular 
language which is essential 
for our students, especially 
at the lower primary level. Is 
our government expecting us 
to be mute spectators when 
we have understood what 
the fate of our children will 
be in the very near future? 
Shall we be satisfied with 
simply accepting the New 
Education Policy without 
any preparation for uplift­
ing the status of education? 
Shall we remain satisfied 
with the existing situation 
indicating how we are diving 
lower by the day? I believe 
we need to put in extra effort 
to bring necessary changes 
that will restore our dignity 
and peace.

(whether led by National 
or Regional Party) remains 
subservient to Delhi and such 
servility seems to have no 
end in sight.
Candidates and Party (s) 

in the fray:
More than the regional 

conglomerate or RDA, the 
VPP is growing in popularity 
but apart from clean politics, 
which is seemingly their USP, 
the new Party has nothing 
new to offer. Their manifesto 
is no different from the other 
regional parties both in style 
and content. The furiousness 
of citizens against corrup­
tion very well connects the 
VPP with the masses. But 
clean politics sans idea and 
ideology is soulless. The 
VPP’s manifesto is ambigu­
ous, and it has yet to make a 
clear stand against aligning 
with Hindutva based party. 
Will there be a post-poll 
understanding between the 
BJP and VPP? And if ever 
the VPP aligns with BJP it 
will betray its own ardent 
supporters who have been 
praying and fasting for their 
rise in politics.

The National Peoples’ 
Party (NPP) currently gov­
erning the state is facing 
several challenges, includ­
ing allegations of corruption 
and cronyism. These issues 
have led to the party being 
perceived as a government 
catering to the interests of 
those well-connected within 
the high-level political circle. 
Additionally, the NPP's as­
sociation with the BJP, which 
is generally not favoured 
by majority of indigenous 
people in the state due to its 
perceived anti-Christian and 
anti-tribal minority stance, 
further complicates the situ­
ation.

The decision of the BJP 
not to field candidates for the 
Lok Sabha election this time 
can be deduced as a calcula- 
tive and strategic move by 
the former. Perhaps, a win by 
any non-Congress candidate 
will be claimed as a win for 
BJP. In the Congress Mukht 
campaign, the BJP will con­
sider a winning candidate of 
either RDA or NPP or even 
VPP as a natural ally.

Whereas the Grand Old 
Party will have to strive 
harder to re-imagine and 
repackage itself. How far 
will the “Paanch Nyay” or 
five pillars of Justice resonate 
with the people, especially in 
Meghalaya which is at the 
bottom of every development 
index. There is no denying 
the fact that the I.N.D.I.A 
Bloc is the only opposition 
group which has been formed 
to challenge the Hindutva 
based politics from taking 
over the Nation.

Popular issues for 
Shillong Parliamentary 

Constituency:
Every party or candidate 

is banking on a few popular 
issues, natpely, ILP, CAA

Right now, we are in a 
quandary as to who to elect 
as our MP for the upcoming 
Lok Sabha election 2024. 
The different candidates 
from different political par­
ties are unable to create 
a good impression on the 
electorate. The central politi­
cal party - BJP did not dare 
put up a fight but simply 
surrendered by extending its 
support to another national 
political party - the NPP 
which is the ruling party 
in Meghalaya. For sure, 
there is a hidden agenda 
in such actions of the BJP. 
The NPP candidate from 
Tura constituency openly 
supported the enactment of 
CAA in Parliament, which 
is believed to be detrimental 
to our state. The candidate of 
the same party from Shillong 
parliamentary constituency 
is in no position to oppose 
the CAA so her chance of 
winning is slim even after 
NPP is supported by BJP. 
This political game for the 
Shillong Parliamentary seat 
is very complex leaving 
more scope for the regional 
parties to win. Hence very 
good calculation needs to be 
done before putting up can­
didates for the election.

What I believe is that we 
can have peace only when 
there is all round develop­
ment in our state. For sure 
development is the key to

and Khasi language. Rather 
these issues, no matter how 
important, reflect the aspira­
tion of just one section of 
the electorates and almost 
all party or candidates are 
not addressing with the same 
vigour and passion on crucial 
matters like health, housing, 
economy, education, work­
ers' rights, unemployment 
and under- employment, 
environment degradation, 
violence against women and 
minorities.

On the contrary, the elec­
torates should not take seri­
ously candidates who claim 
to fight for CAA, ILP and 
Khasi Language. These are 
long pending and vexed 
political issues of the indig­
enous community and shall 
never be resolved during 
elections, rather it requires 
consistent deliberative and 
participatory exercise.

While CAA must go 
as it is discriminatory and 
violative of constitutional 
morality, ILP must also be 
critically analyzed and seen 
against the backdrop of the 
workings of other constitu­
tionally established laws and 
regulations, like the Inter- 
State Migrant Workers Act 
and Sixth Schedule.

The Khasi language's in­
clusion in the 8th Schedule 
has been a long-standing de­
mand, with significant efforts 
made by the Khasi Authors' 
Society (KAS) and other 
stakeholders since the 1970s. 
Several key milestones in 
this campaign include (i) 
1973: The Khasi authors' 
collective, under Prof. R.S 
Lyngdoh's leadership, urged 
the Sahitya Akademi to in­
clude Khasi as a recognized 
language (ii)1976: The Khasi 
Hills Autonomous District 
Council passed a resolution 
for the inclusion of Khasi 
in the 8th Schedule, (iii) 
1977 and 1985: The Sahitya 
Akademi dispatched expert 
committees to visit Megha­
laya, resulting in reports 
that emphasized the need 
for more Khasi-language 
science hooks and expand­
ing the language's appeal 
to readers beyond the com­
munity. (iv)1996 and 2003: 
Two important committees, 
the Pahwa Committee and 
Sitakant Mohapatra Commit­
tee, were constituted to study 
the matter further.

The Government of India 
is yet to include Khasi in the 
8th Schedule. However, the 
Government of India is only 
given a standard reply in 
Parliament on the difficulty 
in setting criteria for their 
inclusion. The KAS and 
other stakeholders must con­
tinue to demand and provide 
compelling arguments for 
the inclusion of Khasi in the 
8th Schedule. Additionally, 
there’s need to collaborate 
with other groups/organiza­
tions that share similar ob­
jectives to further strengthen 
the campaign for the consti­
tutional status of the Khasi 
language.

B
peace and freedom from 
insurgency. Now with the 
off-shoot of new militant 
outfits and posts offered to 
young people to join at an 
attractive salary there could 
be a spike in insurgency 
yet again. Young people of 
our state are frustrated due 
to unemployment (arising 
out of under-development) 
so they feel encouraged to 
join new insurgent groups 
which results in a climate 
of insecurity and instability 
of governance in our state. 
Meghalaya is very poor 
in all human development 
indicators (HDI) like educa­
tion, health, agriculture etc. 
It is also one of the poorest 
states with no adequate in­
frastructure for tourism, etc. 
As expected, the ranking of 
our state is at the top only in 
corruption, unemployment, 
dirtiness of our rivers, traf­
fic jams etc. Only if there’s 
improvement in all spheres 
mentioned above can we be 
assured of living a peaceful 
life in our state

Yours etc., 
Louis Pyngrope 

(Retd HOD Physics, 
Lady Keane College) 

Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Electoral bonds 
speak of a larger 

collapse
By Jagdish Rattanani

This much should now be 
clear and settled for any rea­
sonable person: the scheme of 
electoral bonds was an extor­
tion racket, even if it is granted 
that (to be charitable to the 
designers of this ignominy) 
that was not the intention 
with which it was devised. 
The legalised corruption that 
the scheme unleashed will 
be studied and analysed for 
a long time and will go down 
as a milestone in the history 
of scandals, one that leaves 
nothing to the imagination 
given the remarkable and 
audited documentation that it 
leaves behind. Specifics of the 
transactions in all their horror, 
particularly when it comes 
to a) pharma companies and 
their donations in the wake 
of investigations into the 
quality of drugs, b) assorted 
investigations that began and 
Stopped after “donations”, 
one of these kinds leading to 
the process against Arvind 
Kejriwal, c) long-pending 
clearances and other accom­
modation in favour of busi­
ness houses against payments 
and d) a clear path for foreign 
funds coming in as donations, 
are just the headline concerns. 
They point to not only the 
anti-national character of the 
scheme but also stand out as 
an invitation to corruption -  
an open doors policy that lays 
out a clear path to tamper with 
the Indian system.

What can abusiness leader 
or a vested interest not do 
when the price is known, legal 
cover is guaranteed, secrecy 
is written into the law and the 
party of the Prime Minister 
of India is the recipient of 
the booty? It legitimises the 
“rate-card” method of corrup­
tion that makes rent seeking 
an efficient, predictable and 
quantitative enterprise, only 
that this one is legalised, 
works at the highest echelons 
of power, and gets your job 
done, whatever that job be. It

twist is that India must come 
to terms with the realisation 
that its directional 1991 turn 
to the era of liberalisation and 
privatisation has failed.

India’s liberalisation was 
meant to free the private sec­
tor from the license-control- 
Raj, fire up “animal spirits,” 
the term given to us by John 
Maynard Keynes, and provide 
the economic escape veloc­
ity to enable us to float high 
above the so-called Hindu 
rate of growth. Pre-reforms, 
businesses kept liaison offices 
in New Delhi to ease the pro­
cess of business-govemment 
interaction. In one case from 
a long time ago, the Chief 
Executive of Unilever in India 
was asked to meet the Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
to help put an end to price 
control on soap, which had 
been brought in a desperate 
bid to control inflation in the 
light of the “oil shock” of the 
1970s. None of this would be 
required after Dr Manmohan 
Singh under Prime Minister P 
V Narasimha Rao abolished 
industrial licensing on July. 
24, 1991, and declared: “As 
a whole, the Indian economy 
will benefit by becoming more 
competitive, more efficient 
and modem and will take its 
rightful place in the world of 
industrial progress.”

What has this tumyielded? 
We have GDP growth but 
government spending re­
mains a significant part of this 
growth. The private sector, 
reticent as ever, still has to and 
is equally happy and willing 
to negotiate the corridors of 
power and pay speed money 
to those who matter. The 
ones closest to power have 
grown the most. Worse, the 
inefficiencies this builds into 
the system will not allow the 
private sector on the one hand 
to mature and on the other 
hand to stand up to authority, 
build governance systems, 
take bold decisions and the

marks the collapse of India as 
a modem democratic nation 
and a firm entry into the terri­
tory of a banana republic, with 
an outer sense of calm barely 
concealing an inner dealing 
room where the dirty jobs are 
done. This is the inner rotten­
ness of India’s growth story, a 
self-imposed colonisation of a 
nation that has lost its stand­
ing, never mind the growing 
GDP. What AR Antulay as 
Chief Minister set up in Ma­
harashtra can be described as 
an early version of the elec­
toral bonds scheme, save that 
his collections were meant for 
the poor and not funds to fight 
elections. Antulay was forced 
to resign in 1982 when what 
was then universally regarded 
as a monumental scandal 
about “donations” to trusts 
he controlled came to light. It 
was the BJP that filed the case 
against Antulay, who collected 
Rs 50-odd crore in trust funds, 
partly in return for cement al­
locations to builders at a time 
of shortages. As the scandal 
hit the national headlines, the 
BJP was at the forefront rais­
ing issues of corruption. L K 
Advani led efforts to highlight 
the scandal. Today, the same 
party has reached a stage 
where its leadership talks of 
a pro-rata justification of the 
collections: we got this much 
with so many MPs versus the 
amount that the opposition 
got with lesser MPs, as the 
attempted justification offered 
by Amit Shah goes.

Yet, the deep damage 
caused to the nation by elec­
toral bonds is not captured in 
all of the above. The bigger

risks that must come with 
“animal spirits”. Why risk it 
all when there is a side gate 
to manage the process? With 
a bent spine, it is entrenched 
players who will continue to 
rule and what we have in the 
name of the private sector 
(barring some exceptions) is 
money-making at all costs 
and with the least risks to the 
money-makers. This cannot 
be the dream of an India firing 
away on all cylinders to solve 
the burning problems of soci­
ety. It is therefore no surprise 
that with liberalisation, we 
have built wealth and income 
inequality higher than that 
obtained during the British 
Raj, as the World Inequality 
Lab’s working paper titled 
“Income and Wealth Inequal­
ity in India, 1922-2023: The 
Rose of the Billionaire Raj” by 
Bharti, Chancel, Piketty and 
Somanchi notes. It should also 
be clear that India’s private 
sector has not really matured 
and remains comfortable only 
as a handmaiden of the gov­
ernment. It may therefore not 
be a stretch to argue that there 
is not a strong and purpose­
ful private sector worth the 
name in India. It is no surprise 
that many Indians still don’t 
trust private enterprises. In 
India even today, the working 
system is to pay a price, buy 
peace and make money while 
the government and those 
with the means stand together 
in an anti-people agenda.

(The writer is a journal­
ist and faculty member at 
SPJ1MR. Views are personal) 
(Syndicate: The Billion Press) 
(e-mail: editor@thebillion- 
press.org)
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‘ Tomorrow hopes we have learned 
something from yesterday. ”

— John Wayne
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Centre-State contest
AT no time in the history of this country has there 
been so much animosity between states and the 
central government over disbursal of central funds 
which is the sine-qua-non of governance in a federal 
democracy. But since 2014 when the NDA govern­
ment assumed power the opposition-ruled states 
have been starved of funds so much so that states 
have had to approach the Supreme Court (SC) on 
this matter. On Monday last the apex court called on 
the Centre and state governments to refrain from a 
“contest,” noting that state governments were ap­
proaching the court to seek relief against the Centre 
vis-a-vis the non-disbursal of central funds.

This time it was the case of the Karnataka Govern­
ment that was being heard in the bench of Justices 
B R Gavai and Sandeep Mehta. The Karnataka 
Government was seeking relief from the National 
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) on account of the 
drought that afflicted the state. It is unprecedented 
that state governments have to use legal means to ac­
cess central funds and that the court had to reprimand 
the Solicitor General and the advocate appearing for 
the Karnataka Government -  Kapil Sibal- for trad­
ing charges. The Inter-Ministerial Central Team had 
visited Karnataka and given its report and the funds 
should have been provided within a month of that 
report being submitted which was December 2023 
but till date no funds have been disbursed. Solici­
tor General, Mehta said the matter could have been 
resolved if the state government had taken up the 
matter with the Centre instead of taking the matter 
to court and also questioned the timing which is 
on the eve of the Lok Sabha elections. The justices 
have noted that many states were approaching the 
Supreme Court to seek relief against the Centre in 
matters related to disbursal of funds. Earlier, the 
Tamil Nadu government had also .approached the 
Supreme Court for non-release of funds for disaster 
management. Even the Kerala Government had filed 
a petition in the apex court after the Centre curtailed 
its borrowing limits. The matter is now pending 
before a 5-judge Constitution Bench.

According to Article 293 of the Constitution states 
have the right to raise borrowings from the Central 
government and/or other sources. The courts now 
have to adjudicate on whether such a right can be 
regulated by the Central government, and if so to 
what extent. Article 293 has never been subjected 
to any authoritative interpretation by the Supreme 
Court since matters never came before it. The Court 
opined further that the matter fails squarely within 
the ambit of Article 145(3) of the Constitution 
which provides that for the purpose of deciding a 
substantial question of law as to the interpretation 
of the Constitution or for the purpose of hearing 
any reference under Article 143, the number of the 
judges would be five. In recent times Centre-State 
relations and federalism are being put to the test. 
Opposition-ruled states are facing the rough end 
of the stick. Clearly this is an unhealthy trend and 
arm-twisting that the Modi Government appears to 
have used to the hilt.

Letters to the Editor

Political 
responsibility: 

Building 
Meghalaya’s 

future
Editor,
In the verdant hills of 

Meghalaya, where the mist 
kisses the mountains and 
rivers sing a song of timeless 
beauty, lies a state brimming 
with potential. However, 
amidst the lush landscapes 
and vibrant culture, lies a 
pressing need for develop­
ment. As Meghalaya heads 
towards another crucial elec­
toral season, it is imperative 
to remind our politicians that 
the destiny of Meghalaya, 
and indeed the entire nation, 
rests in their hands.

Political campaigns often 
revolve around promises of 
progress, but true develop­
ment transcends political 
affiliations. It is not about 
which party triumphs, but 
rather ensuring that the state 
emerges victorious, contrib­
uting meaningfully to the 
nation's growth. Education 
and infrastructure stand tall 
as the pillars upon which the 
edifice of progress is built.

Education is the corner­
stone of societal advance­
ment. It unlocks doors of 
opportunity, empowers indi­
viduals, and fuels economic 
growth. Every child in Me­
ghalaya deserves access to 
quality education, irrespec­
tive of their background. As 
political leaders, it’s impera-

The good, the bad and the 
ugly of Narendra Modi

Rewriting the political 
record set by India’s first 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru is Narendra Modi’s 
personal tryst for destiny as 
of today. But history records 
Narendra Modi, seeking to 
become Prime Minister for 
the third consecutive term, 
as a man who was at the 
helm of power in Gujarat in 
February-March 2002 when 
a bloodbath ran the streets 
and homes of different parts 
of the state, following one of 
the worst communal-based 
violence in the history of 
independent India. Assum­
ing that Modi cannot be 
blamed for the outbreak of 
the communal violence on 
that fateful month of Feb­
ruary 2002 given the long 
history of communal hatred 
and the series of incidences 
of communal violence across 
India since 1947, we cannot 
help but keep questioning the 
dubious role of the state gov­
ernment that he headed at the 
time. It’s hard to believe that 
the state government o£the 
day would become helpless 
in the face of the rampag­
ing mob on a violent spree 
and was forced to watch in 
silence the mayhem that went 
on for months claiming more 
than one thousand lives be­
longing to different religious 
communities. Or was that the 
moment that Narendra Modi 
had taken and exploited fully 
to position himself as the 
new avatar in a new India’s 
political narrative character­
ized by communally-charged 
and polarization politics 
which eventually made him 
become what he is today.

It would also be difficult 
for history to forgive Naren­
dra Modi for systematically 
purging his seniors within 
his party as soon as he came 
to power in 2014. The BJP. 
stalwarts, including LK Ad- 
vani and Dr. Murli Manohar 
Joshi, who had founded the 
party and built it brick by 
brick to let the party emerge 
as a major political power­
house in the world’s largest 
democratic ‘country, were 
all reduced to the status 
of non-relevance as Modi 
brought the government that 
he leads at the center and the 
party he represents within his 
absolute control. He should 
be credited for converting 
the BJP which is considered 
a cadre-based political party 
to a party governed by the 
culture of high command 
from New Delhi.

If there is one distinguish-

By Dr Nsungbemo Ezung

tive to invest in educational 
institutions, promote skill 
development, and ensure 
equitable opportunities for 
all.

Infrastructure forms the 
backbone of development, 
facilitating connectivity, 
commerce, and communica­
tion. From robust road net­
works to reliable power sup­
ply, from modem healthcare 
facilities to efficient public 
transportation systems, infra­
structure investments lay the 
groundwork for prosperity. 
Politicians must prioritize 
infrastructure development 
to propel Meghalaya towards 
a brighter future.

As the citizens of Megha­
laya cast their votes, they 
do so with hopeful eyes, 
entrusting their future in the 
hands of their elected rep­
resentatives. It is a solemn 
responsibility that demands 
unwavering dedication, in­
tegrity, and vision. In the 
w ords of Mahatma Gandhi, 
"The best way to find your­
self is to lose yourself in 
the service of others." True 
statesmanship lies in self­
lessly serving the people, 
rising above personal inter­
ests and political rivalries for 
the greater good. Similarly, 
Jawaharlal Nehru famously 
said, "A country is knowrn 
by how it treats its weakest 
members." These words 
echo the fundamental ethos 
of governance -  prioritizing 
the welfare of every citizen, 
irrespective of their back­
ground or status.

As we stand at the cross­
roads of history, let us heed

ing feature that characterized 
the last decade of the BJP 
government at the center, it is 
the polarization politics that 
had attained new heights in 
the country. Narendra Modi 
had successfully promoted 
an assertive and aggressive 
identity politics based on 
religion, so much so that the 
Hindu masses of India no 
longer see Modi as not just a 
poster boy of Hindutva ide­
ology, which many Hindus 
have rejected as a diluted

sufficient enough to capture 
the social and political imagi­
nation of the people. Modi 
will always present himself 
to the people as someone 
who has worked his way up 
to the top. The “kamdar vs 
naamdar” and “hard work 
vs Harvard” propagandas 
makes Modi a common man 
who had derived his posi­
tion not from the lobby or 
having a connection with 
the power-center in New 
Delhi or family raj/dynasty

the call to political respon­
sibility. Let us envision a 
Meghalaya where prosperity 
knows no bounds, where ev­
ery child dreams of a brighter 
tomorrow, and where the 
spirit of unity propels us 
towards collective greatness. 
The developmental future of 
Meghalaya, and indeed the 
nation, lies in our hands. Let 
us rise to the occasion and 
build a future we can all be 
proud of.

Concluding with a line by 
the Nobel Laureate, Rabi­
ndranath Tagore, “Into that 
heaven of freedom, my Fa­
ther, let my country awake,” 
I am optimistic that the state 
will awaken to its fullest po­
tential of development.

Yours etc., 
Kalparaj Chakraborty, 
Tura, West Garo Hills

No one killed 
non-tribals in 
Meghalaya; 

they just died
Editor,
The arrest of two alleged 

suspects by Meghalaya 
Police in connection with 
recent killing of two in­
nocent persons at Ichamati 
has raised serious question 
about the direction the police 
investigation is heading. It 
has been reported that after 
the anti-CAA protestors dis­
persed some miscreants al­
legedly attacked the victims 
leading to their death. (ST 
dated 27th March, 2024).

version of the Hindu religion, 
but as a new powerful leader 
who represents the interest 
and welfare of the larger 
Hindu population. A popular 
narrative had been construct­
ed identifying Hindu religion 
as the sole representative of 
the very idea of India and all 
other minority religions as 
subservient to it. For Modi’s 
India, the greatness of India 
and reviving India’s glorious 
past would be achieved only 
by making the Hindu religion 
a dominant social and pdliti- 
cal force in the country. This 
idea of India presented by the 
BJP is so thought-provoking 
that it not only polarizes 
the minds of the people but 
captures the emotions of the 
masses helping the saffron 
party reap a huge electoral 
dividend.

Narendra Modi’s art of 
politics is what has set him 
apart from the rest of the pol­
iticians and political leaders 
in India. From Acche din in 
2014 to Mai bhi Chowkidar 
in 2019 and Modi ka Parivar 
in 2024, the Prime Minister 
has been evolving and re­
branding himself while pre­
senting himself to the people. 
This image rebranding is

Is it believable that from 
a volley of protestors only 
two persons were involved 
in the killings whom Police 
have swiftly identified and 
arrested? Or those two per­
sons have been arrested as 
‘soft targets’ without much 
credible evidence in order 
to shield the actual perpe­
trators and conspirators of 
the crime? The sordid his­
tory of killings of innocent 
people in Meghalaya and 
zero conviction of the kill­
ers can be aptly termed as 
“No one Killed Non-Tribals 
in Meghalaya” taking a cue 
from one famous Bollywood 
movie titled “No One Killed 
Jessica.”

Yours etc., 
N.K. Kehar 
Shillong-3

Rupee on the 
downslide

Editor,
The rupee has rapidly 

been going down against the 
dollar for the last ten years. 
While Rs 59.44 could get 
one dollar on May 15,2014, 
now one has to spend as 
much as Rs 83.45 to get one 
dollar. The ruling party at 
the Centre needs to pay heed 
to the real issues instead of 
escaping from them. More­
over, the growth in GDP 
cannot improve a common 
man's lot in a country where 
inequality is widening day 
by day. The glaring inequal­
ity needs to be bridged by 
inclusive growth, develop­
ing social sectors, adopting

but directly from the people 
and through sheer hard work, 
dedication and sense of duty 
and service to the people. By 
the time he led the BJP to win 
a record three consecutive 
terms in the state of Gujarat 
in December 2012, the party 
leaders in New Delhi were 
convinced that he was the 
leader who truly had a sup­
port base at the grass roots 
and was the right person to 
lead the party nationally. It 
means that the inevitability of,. 
Narendra M9df«waaitU^iig| ̂  
from state leader to national 
leader was facilitated by 
the popular support that he 
commands at the grassroots. 
Modi continues to be seen as 
a leader who is directly con­
nected with the masses. This 
also makes him an outsider 
to the Lutyens-elite politics 
of New Delhi.

There is one marked dif­
ference between the year
2014 when the then UPA 
government led by Dr. Man- 
mohan Singh faced a gen­
eral election after ruling the 
country for one decade and 
the incumbent BJP-led NDA 
government in 2024 facing 
another general election after 
ruling the country for the

same period of time. And that 
difference is on the question 
of corruption. At the time of 
going to the polls in 2014, 
the UPA government was 
facing the wrath of a number 
of corruption charges against 
them like the scams relating 
to the 2-G program, the Coal 
auction and the Common­
wealth Games. These multi- 
crore scams, where even Dr. 
Manmohan Singh has been 
named as accused in one 
of the scams, had affected 
the morale of the then UPA 
government while seeking 
the third term in power from 
the electorate while the then 
opposition BJP weaponized 
those scams to bring down 
the UPA government and 
make way for the arrival of 
Narendra Modi at the center 
stage of Indian politics. A de­
cade later, at least there are no 
scams/corruption charges, in 
the scale that the UPA faced, 
against the incumbent BJP 
government. Narendra Modi 
will be facing the people this 
time with a “clean image” as 
a leader who has combated 
corruption aggressively and 
unapologetically.

Some of the populist proj 
ects that the BJP government 
had undertaken during the 
last decade have also gone 
down well for a large section 
of the people of the country. 
Poor families across India 
continue to receive 5 kg of 
food grains every month un­
der the food security program 
initiated by the central gov­
ernment in April 2020. Over 
three crore houses have been 
constructed under the Hous­
ing for All scheme benefiting 
the poor and disadvantaged 
groups of people in the coun­
try. An estimated 10 crore 
toilets have been constructed 

clean ra tio n  
campaign making India more 
hygienic and cleaner.

All o f these populist 
schemes of the BJP govern­
ment have meant a lot for 
the people of India belong­
ing to the middle and lower 
class, Below Poverty Line 
(BPL) and extreme poverty 
category. For the crores of 
Indians across the country 
who are daily struggling for 
their basic needs, this is what 
“life becoming better under 
the rule of Narendra Modi” 
is all about. And this relative 
content of the masses and 
their blessing could be well 
sufficient enough to safely 
hand Narendra Modi another 
Prime Ministerial term.

labour intensive technology 
and ensuring social security 
for the needy.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 
Kolkata

Why promote 
only cricket?
Editor,
Cricket's dominance in 

India is undeniable both 
culturally and financially. 
Its popularity has indeed 
overshadowed other sports 
to a large extent. This is 
largely due to factors such as 
historical success, extensive 
media coverage and lucra­
tive sponsorship ( Women's 
cricket, an aberration in my 
personal opinion ). As a 
result, resources, attention 
and infrastructure tend to 
gravitate towards cricket, 
leaving other sports at a 
disadvantage.

However, it is essential to 
recognize efforts being made 
to promote other sports, by 
increased funding, grass- 
root initiatives, and the rise 
of alternative leagues like 
the football Indian Super 
League. While cricket's 
prominence may pose chal­
lenges for other sports, it 
also serves as a testament to 
the power of sports in India 
where passion and enthusi­
asm drive participation and 
support. Balancing cricket's 
influence with development 
of other sports remains a 
crucial endeavour for India's 
sporting landscape to thrive 
holistically.

Yours etc., 
Anjan Kumar Das.

Shillong - 6

Traffic menace 
in our city

Editor,
Adding to Louis Pyn- 

grope’s letter on the traffic 
issue, it reminds us of the 
1990’s song 'Traffic jam 
roz ye bigade mere sare 
kaam,”sung by Devang Pa­
tel, and guess what ? It’s 
the reality and precisely 
relevant today for our city’s 
traffic jam scenario. Gov­
ernment after government 
with their empty and vague 
promises have brought about 
a stressful situation for the 
general public at large. It’s 
like clogged veins in our 
hearts, where the public finds 
it tough for huge expenses 
or transplant. But it’s an 
easy affair for VIP’S, since 
their clogged hearts/ways 
are easily cleared by escorts 
and mind you, it’s never an 
expensive or stressful af­
fair, while they are on their 
way to the greatest inven­
tion ever. In democracy, our 
repetitive error is that we 
believed in a system that 
works. Alas! Nothing works 
in Meghalaya.

Yours etc., 
Joydeep Sharma 

Shillong-2
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

No Hot Water Sir..!
Went out of the city two 

days ago, and as I entered the 
fancy hotel where I was stay­
ing, I was told by the manager, 
“Sir, you have been given a 
super deluxe room!”

“Thank you,” I said, quite 
impressed by the way the 
‘super’ was stressed by the 
manager. I followed the bell­
boy to my room. He opened 
the door with a flourish, drew 
the curtains and exclaimed, 
“Enjoy!” and I all but ex­
pected him to give me a bow 
or royal courtesy, which he 
nearly did, and I was quite 
pleased, as I got myself ready 
for a bath to take away the 
ache in my bones I felt with 
the long journey I’d had.

With a smile on my face 
and whistling my favourite 
tune, I turned the hot water 
on, and waited the required 
seconds to feel the gentle 
warmth that would take away 
my fatigue.

Ice cold water flowed out.
No, I did not stop whis­

tling, a ' little forcibly now, 
as I imagined the hot water 
travelling all the way from 
the boiler on the roof, maybe 
stopping at a redlight, then 
slowly surging forward when 
the light turned green, and I 
waited while whistling an-

tum a tap, and put my fingers 
out and heavenly hot water 
flows, “Good!” I say in my 
imagination.

“Bad!” says the steel tap.
“Why?” I ask.
“Because, we are not fancy 

looking like the ones in the 
super deluxe room,” it says.

“Ah the ones with no hot 
water,” I laugh and tell the® 
a story, “So many of us go 
through life wondering why 
we didn’t get great looks; 
good height or more colour. 
We look at others who we 
think are prettier or more 
handsome and sigh with envyj 
"If only..." we say to our-_ 
selves and look in the mirror 
sadly.

To you taps who think 
such, here’s something to' 
chew on: It’s about a girl who 
grew up with a blind mother: 
“One day when that girl wag 
standing in front of the bath­
room mirror combing her hair, 
she asked her Wind mother, 
"You really don't know what 
any of us look like, do you 
Mom?”

"Of course, I do," the blind 
mother answered, "I really 
know what you are like- what 
you are like inside. I knoty 
that you have a good nature 
because I hear you talk to the 
cat and to small children. <
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other tune, which slowly 
started dying on my lips as 
I realised that my fingertips 
which I’d put forward hope­
fully under the hot water tap, 
were still cold.

I rang the reception, and the 
manager hurried up, “Look at 
the silver fittings sir!” he said, 
“Just for you in your super 
deluxe room!”

“Thank you,” I said, “I 
need hot water!”

“In the other roorrjs, we 
don’t have such decorative 
fittings sir, only ordinary 
steel ones, and when you are 
having your bath and open 
your eyes, you will want to 
close them again! So bad! 
So bad!”

“I am sure!” I said pa- 
tronisingly, as he continued 
turning the fancy fittings left 
and right, then up and down, 
then half one way, and half the 
other way, and yet in a steady 
flow of defiance only cold 
water gushed out.

“Did you see the view sir? 
Those windows are sound­
proof, and even a bomb blast 
won’t wake you up!”

I didn’t care much for the 
idea of a bomb outside my 
room, and decided enough 
was enough, “Where’s the 
hot water?” I asked a little 
rudely.

“I am afraid, there is no 
hot water sir!” he said, and 
without turning his back to 
me, slowly moved out of the 
bathroom, then out of the 
gilded room.

A little later as the ice- 
cold water made me spring 
around shaking and shivering, 
I looked at the fancy silver 
fittings and through clenched 
teeth muttered, “Many of us 
are like you!”

“How?” they seemed to 
cry out.

“Fancy suit, showy hair­
style, ornate gestures, or 
religious rituals! All fancy 
fittings! And when the hot 
water of spirituality, love and 
brotherhood is supposed to 
flow, there’s none!”

And then in my mind I 
walk to the room which is not 
a ‘super deluxe room’ and go 
directly into the bathroom. 
The taps are ordinary steel. I

I know you are tender­
hearted. I know you are vul­
nerable because I've seen your 
hurt reactions to someone's 
remarks. I know that you have 
character because you have 
the courage to stand up and 
defend your convictions.

I know that you have re­
spect for human beings be­
cause of the way you treat me. 
I know that you have wisdom 
because you conduct yourself 
wisely for a girl your age, I 
also know that you have a 
will of your own because I've 
seen a hint of temper, which 
tells me that no one can dis­
suade you from doing the 
right things. I know that you 
have family devotion because 
I've heard you defending your 
brothers and sister. I know that 
you possess a great capac­
ity for love because you've 
shown it to me and to your 
father many times and have 
never resented having a blind 
mother. So dear," and she 
drew her daughter closer to 
her, "I do see you and I know 
exactly what you look like; 
and to me you are beautiful!” 

What meaningful words 
from a blind mother, who 
could see beyond the surface 
beauty of her child. “Now 
dear taps, let's pretend you’re 
blind. Now look into yourself; 
what do you see? ;

A person, hurt, resentful 
and angry?

Someone filled with envy! 
jealousy or an anger that is 
distorting your heart? : * 

Or is there love aird 
warmth, caring and compas­
sion? ’ 

What you see is what yoji 
are. Fancy fittings when nQt 
giving hot water are like skins 
that are wrinkled, good looks 
that have faded and bodies 
shortened with age but that 
beauty which only the blind 
can see and feel, is the hot 
water that gushes out of yotK 

What matters is the beauty 
that comes from within...! ’

( The Author conducts an 
Online Writers and Speakers 
Course. For more details 
send a thumbs-up to him on 
WhatsApp 9892572883 or 
bobsbanter@gmail. com)
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Modi, Vande Bharat
THE Vande Bharat trains are a metaphor to the 
modest progress that India has achieved in the 
last 10 years of the Narendra Modi-led NDA 
rule — when the BJP-RSS ran the affairs of 
the nation. At present, a trial is on to run it at a 
speed of 160 km per hour. Modi started with a 
promise of Bullet trains 10 years ago. Today, it 
is a, “work in progress.” The average speed of 
the much-hailed Vande Bharat now is less than 
100 km per hour. When trains in other Asian 
countries like China and Japan run at super 
high speeds, this is what we have been able to 
achieve so far -  against a speed of 430 km per 
hour for China’s maglev (magnetic levitation) 
trains, and Japan’s bullet trains that run at 320 
km per hour speed.

Vande Bharat, admittedly, is Made In India 
and hence India’s very own. We had been hav­
ing coach factories in the initial phase of India’s 
Independence; namely the Chittaranjan Loco­
motives in Kolkata started in 1950, the Integral 
Coach Factory in Perambur, Chennai, set up as 
early as in 1955, and the Rail Coach Factory in 
Kapurthala set up in 1985. So, this is nothing 
new. What’s special about Vande Bharat is its 
modem look, nice feel and its ability to attain 
a relatively high speed. Speed, as such, is more 
linked to the strength of the rail tracks. Modern­
ization of tracks too is a work in progress. The 
Modi era saw improvements in the operations 
of the railways, but all at a modest scale. What 
could have been done or achieved in 10 years 
is largely a work in progress, not just in the 
railways sector but in all other sectors too.

When Modi started his innings 'in ‘2014, he 
promised bullet trains as in China and Japan. 
The Japanese technology was requisitioned for 
India’s first bullet train project conceived be­
tween Mumbai and Ahmedabad. The inter-state 
project faced several odds. All these are usual 
writh the way this nation has been functions for 
decades. As such, this is not a Modi legacy. Now 
when Modi seeks a third term, he hides the fact 
that in 2014, he had sought 10 years to “change 
India for the better.” At this election hour, it is 
worth a debate as to how much change he has 
been able to bring about for this nation, as to 
boldly stake his claim to rule India for another 
five years. This is not to undermine the positive 
feel he created such as political stability that he 
guaranteed for the nation, or in checking terror­
ism, and in offering a slew of welfare steps to 
benefit the lower rungs of the society. However, 
India still has a long way to go to catch up even 
with China and Japan.

2024 MP Election: A 
contest of high stakes

Every election is impor­
tant, and the upcoming 2024 
parliamentary election is no 
different. The BJP-led NDA 
government is going for a 
third consecutive term with 
the added goal of getting to 
the 400-seat mark, which will 
give it unprecedented leeway 
to push through its agenda. 
Even if it gets those numbers, 
they will not include the two 
seats from Meghalaya, which 
it has forfeited by pledging to 
support their senior partner in 
the state, the NPP. Realizing 
it had no chance of winning 
the election, the BJP decided 
instead to pin its hope on a 
quid pro quo arrangement in 
the future, despite claiming 
in public that the support 
was unconditional. There is 
a feeling that BJP pledging 
its support to the NPP will 
help the Congress, which 
will want to bank on the anti­
minority perception of the 
BJP by projecting the NPP as 
nothing but a B JP-B team and 
presenting themselves as the 
only viable alternative. But 
will that allegation stick, and 
how will the electorate on the 
ground react to such a narra­
tive? This is where the story 
gets a little complicated, and 
the final voting outcome may 
throw up a surprise.

A few months ago I was 
doing my fieldwork in a vil­
lage that falls in a constitu­
ency that voted for a non-B JP 
and non-NPP candidate. My 
colleague, who had accompa­
nied me, was talking to one 
of the residents of the village 
about the newly constructed 
school building, which was 
coming up quite well. They 
acknowledged that funds for 
infrastructural development 
had been quite forthcoming 
in the last few years, and 
both were in agreement that 
it helps if the same party is 
ruling both at the state and in 
the center. Considering that 
there is the BJP in the center 
and the NPP in the state, the 
implication would be that the 
people would vote for either 
party. However, the assembly 
election results showed that 
the combined vote share of 
the two parties in that con­
stituency did not even cross 
10%. How does one explain 
that paradox? It’s quite sim­
ple, actually, and something 
that has been observed at the 
national level as well: people 
vote differently depending 
on the type of election. For 
national elections, people 
prefer a national party or 
one that has a link to one 
they feel will be able to bet­
ter represent their interests, 
i.e., bring more funds for the 
state, rather than a regional 
party. So contrary to what 
many may claim that people 
who vote for national parties 
vote for money, it is only 
half true. People do vote for 
money, but money that they 
believe will help improve 
their lives. But what about the 
allegation that the NPP is a 
BJP-B team and voting for it 
could jeopardize the interests 
of the indigenous communi­
ties of the state and the North

By Bhogtoram Mawroh
East? That is a much more 
serious allegation and could 
actually go against the party. 
Let us look at some of the 
moves made by the BJP that 
directly threaten the rights of 
the indigenous people..

To begin with, the most 
obvious issue is the CAA, 
which is still a thorny issue 
for the indigenous commu­
nities in the state. Although 
almost all of Meghalaya and 
tribal (indigenous)-dominat- 
ed territories elsewhere in the 
region have been exempted 
from the Act, the fact that a 
large number of illegal im­
migrants, 3-6 lakhs, might 
get citizenship still poses a 
big danger. This is more so 
for Meghalaya, which shares 
a highly volatile border with 
Assam, which can be used by 
the Assam government to set­
tle the illegal immigrants in 
an effort to assert their claims 
over disputed borders.

Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
the Assam Chief Minister, 
has already stated that the 
definition of Assamese must 
change, which suggests that 
the possibility of non-indig- 
enous communities capturing 
power in the state is very 
much a possibility in the near 
future. In fact, according to 
him, when the latest Census 
report comes out, Assamese 
people will be only about 40 
percent of the population in 
the state, which, excluding 
the indigenous tribals, will 
come down to only 28-30%. 
This, if accurate, is a poten­
tially explosive situation that 
could plunge the region into 
turmoil for many more years 
to come. By introducing the 
CAA and supporting the 
increase of non-indigenous 
people, especially illegal 
immigrants, the BJP has only 
further endangered the indig­
enous communities of the 
North East and Meghalaya.

There’s also an '"u ''™“'
to bring about a Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC), seen by 
indigenous tribal communi­
ties all over the country as 
a threat to their way of life. 
However, with the govern­
ments of Uttarakhand and 
Assam exempting tribals 
from the UCC, it is highly 
likely that this will happen 
at the national level as well. 
There is, though, another 
more subtle move that has 
taken shape in recent times. 
Although not confirmed as 
an official policy, there have 
been statements made by 
individuals associated with 
the BJP or groups supported 
by it demanding to take away 
the benefits of indigenous 
peoples who have converted 
to Christianity and Islam. 
Such demands are, on the 
other hand, silent on indig­
enous peoples who identify 
as Hindu, which reeks of 
double standards consider­
ing Hinduism is as foreign 
as Christianity and Islam, 
having its roots outside the 
sub-continent, arriving with 
Indo-Aryan-speaking Central 
Asian migrants much after

the indigenous peoples had 
already settled in the region. 
What will happen if the de­
mand is accepted?

In Meghalaya, where more 
than 70% of the population is 
Christian and more than 80% 
of the population is indig­
enous, only less than 10% of 
the population will be able to 
enjoy the benefits provided 
for tribals by the Constitu­
tion. This will also mean that 
Meghalaya will no longer be 
atribal-dominated state. Un­
der this circumstance, what 
happens to the protection that 
the indigenous communities 
enjoy in terms of preventing 
land alienation and becom­
ing a minority in their own 
territory? Will the provisions 
of the Sixth Schedule still be 
applicable if Meghalaya is 
no longer a tribal majority 
state? For this reason, there 
is a demand for the Sixth 
Schedule in Ladakh because 
the people are well aware of 
the dangers if they are left to 
fend for themselves without 
constitutional protection. The 
removal of special protection 
might benefit some business 
houses and individuals who 
might look at cashing in on 
the new capital that will flow 
into the state in the name of 
investment. However, for the 
rest, including those who still 
practice the traditional faith, 
that will be a great catastro­
phe. So, the combination of 
CAA and derecognition of 
those who have converted 
from their traditional faith 
will threaten the rights and 
very survival of the indig­
enous peoples in the state and 
the region.

In such a situation, official 
steps taken by the BJP or 
instigated by those associ­
ated with it are very much 
against the interests of the 
indigenous peoples. Aware of 
this, Conrad Sangma recent ,̂ 
ly announced in Arunachal 
Pradesh that although his 
party is apartner ofthe NDA, 
when it comes to the is­
sues ofthe Northeast people, 
particularly the indigenous 
communities, it will always 
be the first to stand up for 
their rights. The fact that 
despite the NPP not contest­
ing in Arunachal Pradesh (it 
is supporting the two BJP 
candidates), he had to give 
such a clarification speaks 
to the possible worry and re­
percussions Conrad Sangma 
fears of being associated with 
the saffron party in places 
where they are contesting, 
i.e., Meghalaya.

At the same time, Conrad 
Sangma is known to be quite 
close to Pradyot Bikram Man- 
ikya Deb Barma, the current 
chairman of the Indigenous 
Progressive Regional Alli­
ance, also known as TIPRA 
Motha.- Recently, Pradyot 
Deb Barma threatened fast- 
unto-death demanding rights 
for the indigenous peoples 
in Tripura who have been 
made a minority in their 
own homeland. Having seen 
what has befallen his fellow

Letters to the Editor

A murder is a 
murder: Whoever 

commits it is a 
murderer

Editor,
I write to express my deep 

concern and dism ay over 
the recent increase in cold­
blooded killings in Shillong 
and East Khasi Hills. The 
tragic incident involving the 
targeted killing of an innocent 
labourer in Mawlai Mawroh 
early this morning, (Apri 10, 
2024), has further heightened 
the sense of insecurity and 
despair among the ordinary 
citizens, especially the poor 
and daily wage earners.

Let us for a moment think 
and imagine that every morn­
ing wives or mothers prepare 
breakfast for their husbands 
or sons, sending them off to 
work with the hope that they • 
will return home safely and 
provide for their families. 
P erhaps m any  labourers 
have left the ir children at 
school, unaw are that they 
might never see their parents 
again. It is heartbreaking to 
think that such innocent lives 
are being cut short by sense­
less acts ot violence.

As the situation worsens, 
it seems that the police are 
struggling to cope and bring 
justice to the victims. This 
has led to a growing sense 
of helplessness and frustra­
tion among the residents 
of Shillong. It is high time 
that we, as a society, take a 
stand against this targeted 
violence and demand peace, 
justice, and solidarity with 
the victims.

I strongly believe that 
we must boycott all election 
meetings until the candidates 
and parties commit to tak­
ing an honest stand against 
such targeted violence. It is 
crucial that they prioritize the 
safety and well-being of the 
people they aim to represent. 
We must come together as 
a united front to voice our 
concerns and demand action 
from those who have the 
power.

A murder is a murder 
and who ever commits it is 
a murderer and their hands 
are stained with blood of 
innocents. Let us not remain 
silent in the face of such in­
justice. It is our responsibility 
to ensure that our voices are 
heard, and that the perpetra­
tors of these heinous crimes

are brought to justice.
Also we must stand up 

and challenge hate speeches 
which are rife in multi social 
media platforms which also 
act as breeding ground for 
such violence. Together, we 
can create a safer and more 
peaceful environment for our 
families and communities.

Yours etc., 
Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh 

Via email

‘Injustice 
anywhere is a 

threat to justice 
everywhere’

Editor,
The above is a quote by 

Martin Luther King Jr. which 
should now be seen as se­
verely relevant in the light of 
killings at Mawlai Mawroh 
and in Ichamati. A crime as 
heinous as murder cannot be 
justified in any court of law 
or in the court of God.

Let’s get to the crux of 
the matter and address the 
elephant in the room. Have 
we as a society become so in­
secure about our culture that

at the drop of a hat, we are 
ready to accept the narrative 
of the 'us versus them'?

It absolutely disgusts me 
to read some of the comments 
on social media where our 
own people are defending the 
killings and justifying murder 
in the name of the Jaitbyn­
riew. Such people are a blot 
in the name of being 'sons of 
the soil.’ What kind of an im­
age are they trying to create 
for our society and the state? 
Can they deny the role ofthe 
’them’ in our society?

Who are the tourists who 
come to our state? Who are 
the ones that are investing 
in businesses here? Are we 
labelling them and paint­
ing them with a communal 
colour? Do we want to re­
main isolated when our sur­
rounding seven sisters are 
galloping towards achieving 
newer heights and welcom­
ing everyone?

Jaitbynriew is a term of 
reference to our people which 
comes with the added expec­
tation that each 'son of the 
soil' will dedicate themselves 
to the uplift of the native soci­
ety to achieve prosperity and 
growth, and thrive as a com­
munity, but with inclusivity.

Such petty-minded justifica­
tions of heinous crimes in the 
name of Jaitbynriew — per­
haps by the meanest-minded 
people who deserve to be 
identified and openly called 
out — is simply tainting our 
society and brainwashing our 
youths.

This is not the kind of 
picture we want to give and 
therefore it is high time we 
speak up and show abso­
lute disregard for such acts 
openly. It is the 21st century 
and we definitely have bet­
ter issues to deal with at a 
socio-economic level. The 
othering of communities is a 
classic page out of the play- 
book of fundamentalism and 
we should not fall prey to it, 
as we have been so far. This 
helps no one.

Today it is our non-indig- 
enous brothers, tomorrow it 
will be us. Such aggressors 
do not understand commu­
nity, creed or religion. Even 
now, they extort money out 
of our businesses at free will. 
They threaten our families 
whenever they are called out. 
They mistreat our women and 
children. They bum vehicles 
and riot to cause civil dis­
turbances. They do not bat

Kok-Borok brethren (Tripuri, 
along with Garo, and Bodo, 
are part of the larger Kok- 
Borok language group which 
is also related to the Kachin 
and Konyak groups), it is 
highly unlikely that Conrad 
Sangma would wish the same 
fate for his people. After all, it 
could be his own loved ones 
who may have to undergo 
the humiliation Pradyot Deb 
Barma must have endured for 
so many years in his fight for 
the rights of his people. But 
as it stands right now, the 
BJP's announcement to pub­
licly support the NPP could 
prove a liability for Conrad 
Sangma. In such a situation, it 
appears that Congress stands 
to benefit from this narrative, 
unless the NPP finds a way to 
change it.

The fact that Congress is a 
national party and the ̂ direct 
ideological adversary of the 
BJP gives it an edge over the 
other contenders. However, 
the Congress-NPP alliance 
in the District Council creates 
an impression that the state 
leaders are not in sync with 
the national leadership which 
does not want anything to do 
with BJP or affiliated parties. 
Can the state congress lead­
ership be trusted then? The 
RDA is a regional alliance, 
and as discussed above, this 
could prove to be a liability 
for it. VPP, which is also a 
regional party, and another 
Jaidbynriew party, has not 
completely quashed the pos­
sibility of aligning with the 
BJP. It has also tried to make 
an outreach to the non-Khasi 
voters, but will that be enough 
to convince them that it will 
not be, as Albert Thymiang 
terms it, the Christian ver­
sion of the BJP or the Khasi 
Christian-BJP, i.e., anti-mi- 
nority, but this time against 
the non-Khasis and the non- 
Christians? In fact, for a party 
that flaunts its love for the 
Jaidbynriew, not respecting 
the matrilineal tradition and 
being blamed for trying to 
weaken the district councils, 
it appears that, like the BJP, 
which actually doesn’t want 
to protect Hinduism but re­
mould it to suit their Hindutva 
agenda, the VPP is trying to 
change the Jaidbynriew to suit 
what it believes it should be, 
not what it is. So, while the 
NPP is being accused of being 
a BJP-B team, the VPP is very 
much the mirror image of the 
BJP. On the other hand, RDA 
has promised to make efforts 
to facilitate the accordance of 
minority status to the practi­
tioners of indigenous faiths, 
something which VPP has not 
done in its manifesto.

Every election, it is the 
silent voters who make the 
difference. This time also, it 
will be no different, and time 
will tell what the decision of 
those who are silent will be. 
Whatever it is, we will learn 
to live with it one way or 
another.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f the 
author and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to any 
organisation or institution)

an eye for the uplift of our 
poor and desolate. But,we 
stay quiet.

Let us not be naive enough 
to be so blind to suffering 
that we think it is okay to 
stay zipped whenever our 
non-indigenous brothers are 
attacked and nothing will 
ever happen to us. We must 
speak up for injustice and 
communal colours have no 
role here. Silence regarding 
an issue does not mean it is 
non-existent.

To conclude, I think it is 
highly pertinent to end with 
two quotes which will reso­
nate with everyone:

“There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” -  Galatians 
3:28

“For God shows no par­
tiality.” -  Romans 2:11

Yours etc., 
Patrick Kurbah (legal 

consultant) 
Via Email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Little outburst against CAA notification 
in Assam on eve of Lok Sabha Polls-

CM Himanta Biswa 
Sarma exudes confidence 

at BJP’s success
By Ashis Biswas

Assam Chief Minister Mr 
Himanta Biswa Sarma leads 
a charmed life, confounding 
his numerous opponents. 
The operationalisation of 
Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) has hardly raised a 
ripple in the state so far. Pre­
liminary reports may not be 
conclusive, but latest Assam 
media accounts suggest that 
the number of people seek­
ing confirmation of Indian 
citizenship has not reached 
even a double digit level!

Yet, the much dreaded 
spectre of lakhs of people 
(including suspected ‘for­
eigners’) lining up in long 
queues to register themselves

ing Hindus and Muslims) 
and Asomiyas. Still, over 
the past decades, it needs 
stressing that generally life 
in general has been orderly 
and peaceful in Assam, i*e- 
gardless of underlying ethnic 
tensions — surely a major 
achievement in the volatile 
NE region.

A major problem for Qaf- 
sus operation enumerators gg 
well as political parties/lex­
ers is how to work out the 
exact number of non Asonii- 
ya speakers in the state. 
It is common knowledge 
that many Bengali speaktftg 
Muslims (Miyans) as well &s 
some Hindus, declare them-

under the new rules and 
become Indians finally, was 
precisely the biggest fear 
among non- BJP opposition 
parties/leaders. Most political 
parties as well as powerful 
Assam-based socio-cultural 
organisations had unitedly 
opposed the CAA.

They had subjected the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
and its ,$tat.ejeaders tp..p 
scathirtg political campaign: 
in recent times. Their main 
grouse: a dominant national 
party was about to endanger 
the fiiture ofAxomiya culture 
and traditions. Mr Sarma, 
who vigorously supported 
the CAA, naturally attracted 
much of the flak, which often 
got personal.

The general apprehension 
was that in the post CAA 
period, the floodgates would 
open for large numbers of

selves as Asomiya speaking 
citizens during the decadal 
of census operations. Once 
the CAA becomes fully ofr 
erative, Asomiyas naturally 
fear that this may change 
for good.

However, Mr Sarma, who 
makes no secret of his pref­
erence for Bengali Hindis 
in contrast to his hardline 
approach to the ‘Mivfn’’ 
pDptflaticA, has all ai0nig! 
insisted in his present poll 
campaign that the former 
group need not be treated as 
aliens. Their figures too, are 
not much, most estimates 
putting the present number 
of Bengali Hindus at around 
3 million or thereabout! -i 
hardly a challenge to other 
major ethnic groups/com­
munities .

Even prior to the present 
campaign, Mr Sarma has

Even prior to the present campaign, Mr : 

Sarma has regularly visited that the three' 
Bengali-dominated Barak valley districts, 
addressing meetings in Bengali at times, • 

unlike most other Asomiya leaders. The 
state BJP claims that there have been more,} 
investments/economic development in the } 

Barak valley region in recent times.

Bengali-speaking Hindu resi­
dents in Assam to take advan­
tage of the Centre’s move and 
secure their long waited civic 
rights. In the process, the 
majority of native Axomiya
- speaking population would 
be threatened, leading to a 
possible crisis for the state’s 
distinct homegrown culture 
and ethnic character.

No wonder, in the elec­
tion season, Mr Sarma has 
lost little time to go on the 
attack against the opposition. 
Mocking at the claims made 
by prominent opposition 
figures that ‘truckloads of 
applicants would turn up for 
days’ claiming the benefits 
of citizenship, Mr Sarma has 
challenged his tormentors to 
explain how they could be 
so wide off the mark, not to 
mention their apparent failure 
to assess prevailing ground 
situation/realities in Assam!

Unlike other states (bar­
ring West Bengal and Tripu­
ra) ethnicity, religion and 
language have always been 
politically important factors 
for Assam, an area that has 
seen much migration from 
neighbouring states/countries 
since the British rule. Over 
the decades the percentage 
of native Asomiya-speaking 
people has dwindled within 
the increasingly mixed local 
population — current figure
— 32 million.

There have been sporadic 
incidents of mass violence 
involving old settled tribes, 
migrating Bengalis (includ-

regularly visited that the 
three Bengali-dominated 
Barak valley districts, ad­
dressing meetings in Bengali 
at times, unlike most other 
Asomiya leaders. The st£te 
BJP claims that there haye 
been more investments/ 
economic development ̂ in 
the Barak valley regional 
recent times.

Sarma’s critics however 
remain unimpressed. A i j  
self-attested hard Hindutva 
follower, Sarma’s tactics 
divide the Bengali-speaking 
community in Assam sharp­
ly, with Muslims remaining 
sidelined. Further, recent 
delimitation proceeding! 
carried out by the ruliflg 
BJP government effectively 
reduced the number of state 
Assembly/Parliament con­
stituencies in Assam, while 
the numerical superiority 
of Asomiya and tribal com­
munities was ensured. ’ -

Protests mainly from 
Bengali-dominated groups/ 
parties in( the Barak valley 
against the new delimita­
tion alignments addressed 
to various authorities elicited 
little response. Mr Sarma 
on the contrary openly de­
clared that it was the state 
government’s intention to 
preserve the essential ethnic 
and cultural character ofAs« 
sam. Nevertheless, state KJP 
leaders expect strong sup­
port from the Barak valley 
districts now that the CAA 
has become operational. 
(IPA Service)
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Private sainiks
WHEN it comes to the policies of the Modi govern-1 
tnent, there exists a crisis of confidence on multiple 
fronts. For instance, the intent behind the-privati­
zation of Sainik Schools. The Congress party has 
sought withdrawal of the decision after it noticed 
ttiat over 60 per cent of the private Sainik Schools 
h*ve been launched by the B JP-RSS-linked entities. 
Notably, the minorities always have their misgiv­
ings abtkit the RSS drills, in military mode, against 
an invisible ‘enemy’. For the RSS, the enemy is 
domestically the Muslims just as the nations like 
Pakistan are for the nation and, by extension, to the 
Hindutva forces. In a nation'where communities 
co-exist, questions often arose as towhy the RSS is 
bent on having such ‘armed3 drills when the police 
and security forces are already taking care of law and 
order and related problems. True, the RSS and its 
affiliates, have, alongside their religious obsessions, 
engaged in social and community service. The RSS, 
no. doubt, projects itself as a volunteer force. But, 
there’s more than what meets the eye.

The 10 years of the Modi rule has jbeen a period 
of massive growth to the RSS that propped him up 
as Prime Minister. Having functioned as an RSS 
j^charak, Modi is duty-bound to promote this ide- 
ô gjgy and its obsessions. Many arg convinced that 
itf^the RSS that runs the nation behind the scenes.

RSS is guided by a  spirit of nation-building 
based on its Hindutva concept. This splits the society 
vertically, which is the difference between the BJP 
aindthe Congress. The Congress sees the people as a 
ijdiHed whole and promotes a secular ideology that 
appealed to a wider spectrum of the w.ell-iiiformed. 
|%e undoing for the Congress was its corrupt ;core, 
which floored it in 2014. It is a moot point whether 
the Congress can ever take on the BJP or the Hin­
dutva forces with a renewed vigour.■:

' ilie  present condition suits the BJP and the RSS 
to push their agenda on several ‘obscurantist’ fronts. 
The privatization of the system of Sainik Schools,
a weU-reputed entity, may be view ed as part o f  the 

’ obsession to strengthen a parallel militant 
ca<fre even as education is materially different from 
rrn|itary training. What’s done might not be undone 
tmder pressure from the Congress.* This might be a 
fait accompli ..Notably, what marked out the Modi 
government’s 10 years is its failure to address several 
of.the nation’s serious ills. Modi slept oyer matters 
that were not part of the limited RSS agenda. Cor­
ruption, for instance, as is* evident also from the 
near.total paralysis and inaction Of tihe ED and other 
ceiitral investigating agencies, in  'the. past 10 years.

Kon-tribals 
-victims 
of racial 

prejudice
Editor,
The unending saga of 

racial killing of non-tribals in 
Meghalaya took its latest toll 
at Mawroh, Shillong with the 
death of a daily wager whose 
only crime was his ‘race’ 
ahd nothing else. Going by 
the history of Meghalaya, it 
is irrefutable that the State 
Government, law enforce­
ment agencies as well as 
civil-society of Meghalaya 
are equal stake holders and 
active partners in diligently 
pursuing the agenda of eth­
nically cleansing the State 
sjnce its formation and they 
have till date succeeded to 
achieve their goal to a large 
extent. Instead of grieving 
and expecting any action 
fromthe state machinery, the 
non-tribals shouldj>onder 
Whether it is worth residing 
in an uncivil and lawless state 
which is in the lowest rung 
of education, health Care, 
employment, human rights, 
sports, basic infrastructure 
(potable water, electricity, 
roads, sanitation) and other 
development indices. In fact, 
the smart and erudite sec­
tions of nan-tribal populace 
had understood many, years 
back this devious design and 
rightly moved out of Megha­
laya to civilized parts of the 
country and globe where jus­
tice, equality and fraternity 
♦akcg precedence over their 
race and ethnicity.

Non tribals of Meghalaya 
Should realize unequivocally 
tlj^t such racial killings had 
n|ver shaken the conscience 
o f the State machinery and 
civil society in the last fifty 
years nor it is expected to be 
aroused this time or in the 
future as well. As such, the

residual'non-tribal citizens 
should seriously introspect 
and decide their future in 
this hill state without plead­
ing for equality and justice 
which are nothing but voices 
in the wilderness.

Yours etc., 
D. Bhattachaijee

Shillong-1

No words to 
condemn the 
heinous crime

Editor,
No amount of cohdemna- 

tion pan bring back to life 
the labourer who was merci­
lessly killed on April 10 arid 
unless the perpetrators of the 
heinous act of murdering the 
innocent labourer are caught 
and brought to trial, this will 
persist, As a concerned citi­
zen who often travels outside 
the state it is really becoming 
embarrassing to \nam§ the 
state and place I comefrom,, 
and this is obviously faced 
by those who stay and study 

,outside this godforsaken 
state'where avenues are lim­
ited. Such acts of violence 
are perplexing and hard to 
comprehend, as Jo; what joy 
such rascals get jfro.nl tor­
menting families. So; all tihis 
statement that we often hear 
in public gatherings that we 
are, "Ka Ri Tip Briew Tip 
Blei" is becoming mere like 
a scam rather tran a reflec­
tion of the ground reality just 
like those who rnisuse every 
issue in the name of the 
"Jaitbynriew”. Justice should 
be brought to families facing 
such injustices be they tribal 
or non-tribal. Perhaps the 
State Government should 
read the Constitution once 
again to remind itself that it 
has a solemn duty to protect 
the life and liberty of all citi­
zens. What is shocking is the 
silericf o f  political parties, 
except for the BJP Minister 
Alexandra- L. Hek. Enough

Why is there a sudden 
spurt of violence in society? 
What does violence achieve? 
What do the groups commit­
ting violence actually want? 
What is society’s response 
to the cycle of violence? 
And who are the patrons of 
the perpetrators of violence? 
These are questions that are 
hammering at’our door­
steps because they need to 
be answered and answered 
without hedging. First, two 
nondescript people “the dis­
pensable other” were killed 
in Ichamati following an 
anti-CAA protest. Then a 
labourer working in an under 
construction house in Maw- 
lai Mawroh is killed simply 
because he is a also “ the dis­
pensable other” simply be­
cause the construct is that he 
has replaced a tribal labourer 
who could have worked in 
his place. This despite the 

‘ fact that the deceased is a 
resident of Shillong and has 
a labour license. So the logic 
seems to be, “kill first, check 
license later.” In all of this 
the dispensable other is seen 
as the intruder into the Hyn- 
niewtrep territory (which in 
the mind of the killers is not 
part of India).

The sudden spurt of vio­
lence according to some 
seems to be linked to the 
Citizenship Amendment Act 
and the repercussions for 
states bordering Assam. The 
assumption is that there is a 
long queue of Hindus/Chris­
tians/Buddhists/Jains and 
Parsis who ^re persecuted 
in Bangladesh/Afghanistan/ 
Pakistan and have been in 
India up to December 2014 
-  the cut off year and are in 
Assam awaiting citizenship 
have not even reached the 
double-digit figure. So why 
the furore? There are other 
fears awaiting the indig­
enous tribes oflndia’shorth 
east such as. the loss.of the 
Sixth Schedule status or the . 
abrogation of Article 371-A 
in Nagaland. If it was done 
irrevocably for Jammu, and 
Kashmir it could be done 
elsewhere too. That is the 
fear and the fear is genuine. 
But such fears cannot be dealt 
with the way some groups 
here are doing it which is to 
kill defenceless pepplp. By 
doing so we are putting all 
the non-indigenous people 
here who are genuine Indian

of this; we cannot continue 
to live in the dark ages.

Yours e tc .
Dominic S. Wankhar, 

Via email

Crime must be 
condemned

Editor,
I agree with the views 

of Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh ex­
pressed in his letter to the 
editor (ST April 11, 2024) 
captioned: “A Murder is a 
murder: Whoever commits 
it>. is a murderer”. We must 
take heed of his advice. 
Concerned with the increas­
ing spread and. deepening 
crisis of climate change, 
the United Nations, during 
the 2021 UN Food Systems 
Summit, affirmed that food 
systems hold the power to 
significantly manage cli­
mate change by moving to 
nature-based food systems. 
Current chemical-dependent 
and industrialised agriculture 
consumes 70% of global 
freshwater and is responsible 
for 80% of deforestation and 
80% of biodiversity loss. .

I am currently leading 
and coordinating , an inter­
national study to assess the 
performance of Indigenous 
Peoples Food Systems in 
4 countries (Meghalaya, 
Northern Thailand, Kenya 
and Mexico) as sustainable 
and nature-based food sys­
tems. We used a UN (FAO) 
methodology called Tools 
for Performance Evaluation 
Assessment (TAPE) to as- 
sess the performance of these 
food systems. The results 
convincingly confirmed that 
Indigenous Peoples Food 
Systems across these coun­
tries demonstrated very high 
scores on most agroecology 
indicators. One very inter­
esting and important result 
showed that these high agro­
ecology performances are 
the result of the high human

. By Patricia Mukhim
citizens and have lived here 
for as long as.we can recall, 
on the defensive.. It’s, bad 
politics and it’s an ighomini- 

■ ous societal dysfunction. As 
of today all the Hynniewtrep 
people are being'labelled as 
cold blooded killers and they 
include even pious ehurch 
leaders whose-propensity to 
remain silent at suph critical 
juncture^ is disgraceful to 
say the least. \  .

The groups, committing 
violence might have been 
paid to do so pr are bigoted 
members Of some pressure 
groups who feel they alone 
are custodians of the Hyn­
niewtrep legasyi,and all oth­
ers aife. opportunists waiting, 
to sell off this state to the 
highest biddei. that.idea  
has been planted in their 
irrational heads by some 
extreme right lingers who 
are now selling themselves 
are the only pret«»ctors of the 
Hynniewtrep race. The idea 
is to us<? fear psychosis as a 
stratagem tt>- drive otit the 
non-mdigenoits people from 
Meghalaya as'if this state is 
some kind of islattd' surviv- 
ing on its owntesottrces. The 
hot-heads should, be told that 
the crores coining here are 
from taxes paidby ordinary 
Indians, excluding die tribes. 
When a person who ijares to 
kill is hailed as a ‘patriot’ 
there is no stopping him from 
repeating similar crimes. 
More so Wheft the law keep­
ers sqe always’but always on 
the bacftfoot -  never once 
able to investigate crime in , 
a manner that the killer is 
nailed.Nowwhydoes this 
happen? It’s because these 
groups ofpfijhinajs are ac­
tually patronised by politi­
cians. The moment they are' 
arrested the poUceare under 
pressure to release them on 
bail or on the plea that they 
were mere suspects taken for 
questioning, Ths“sa$ety too 
is to blame When it prevents 
the law Veeppra front carry­
ing out their tasks. . ’

In I979f,.,whjS#<the first 
spell of violence ^roke out, 
Mr BB Lyngdoh -was the 
Chief Minister arid VS Jafa 
the Deputy Commissioner, 
East Khasrffills and Mr KPS 
Gill was fh‘e IQP between 
1980-81 when Meghalaya

and social Values of caring 
and sharing of participating 
communities "(Tip" Briew 

. Tip Blei).
We will be presenting 

this Report to, several inter­
national audiences includ­
ing the 2025 Session of 
the UN Permanent Forum 
on Indigenbite Issues, New 
York. The tilling in Mawlai 

1 Mawroh will unfortunately 
damage our emerging inter­
national reputation as a tribe 
andcouldpour cold water on 
attempts to highlight that our 
values can indeed be impor­
tant global game changers 
to meet current climate and 
food challenges. •

I therefore call upon 
Churches of various denomi­
nations, social and political 
organizations to condemn 
and stand up against such 
senseless and targeted ,vio­
lence. This is not part of our 
culture.

Yours etc., 
Phrang Roy, (Coordinator ' 

Indigenous Partnership for 
Agrobiddiversity and Food 

Sovereignty, Rome, Italy) 
Via email

Tasks before 
the candidates 
& electorate
Editor,
The editorial ‘‘Needed a 

questioning electorate” and 
the special article “Through 
the lens of the Shillong Par­
liamentary Seat” by Kyr­
soibor Pyrtuh (ST April 9, 
2024) both made interesting 
reading. Knowledgeable 
people in India know that 
this country’s democratic 
status has beejn a. topic of 
debate and assessment by 
various organisations. The 
US-based non-profit Free­
dom House downgraded In­
dia from a free democracy to 
a “partially free democracy,” 
in its annual report on global

was going through a period 
of turmoil. I recall ho\y Mr 
Jafa would physically run af­
ter the trouble makers which 

' included a person that later 
. became an MLA and min­
ister. Mr BB Lyngdoh also 
made frill use of the CRPF 
and that was how violence 
was quelled albeit it resur­
faced in 1987 and later years 
too. But the administration 

' was never seen to have fallen 
short of its duties. As DC, Mr 
Jafa was always in the field 
and he had a very reliable 
grapevine that gave him'the 
news he needed. If that level 
of violence were to-erupt to* 
day I am unsure as to how the 
state police would handle it. 
It was good therefore to hear 
the CM, Conrad Sangma 
speaking about bringing in 
additional forces if needed: 
to quell these'serialkillings 
and to increase vigilance 
by deploying the CRPF. I 
recall that there was a lot 
of murmuring about CRPF - 
high-handedness because 
people expected to deal with 
arsonists and killers with kid 
gloves. I hope we have come 
a  long way since then.

At the time there was no 
social media to give us a 
blow by blow account of the 
violence. Today the whole 
country knows that fellow 
Indians can be Killed in Me­
ghalaya just because they are 
not tribals and therefore not 
sons of the soil, even if they 
havelived there for decades. 
The poor are especially vul­
nerable. So on the one han$ 
the state is hard-selling tour­
ism and on the other; tour­
ists are unsure if they will 
return alive. They cOuld 
just be at the wrong vplace : 
and at the wrong time. "Now 
•everyone wants to know if 
the killers of Aijun Rai have, 
been apprehended. Over 
24 hours have passed since 
the murder and police, don’t - 
have any leads. Interestingly 
not a single political party 
has condemned the killing 
for fear of a backlash from 
their respective vote banks. 
Most political parties try to 
appease the voters who too 
are fed with the rationale 
that they are losing out to 
the non-indigenous people. 
Whether that is borne out by

political rights and liberties. 
It cited increased pressure 
on-human, rights groups, in­
timidation of journalists and' 
activists, and attacks, espe­
cially against Muslims. Civil 
liberties are on the decline. 
The Swedish based V-Dem 
Institute went further, label­
ling India as an “electoral 
autocracy.” Democracy In-, 
dex by The Economist Intel­
ligence Unit shows that India 
slipped two places to 53rd 
position in the latest De­
mocracy Index. It attributes 
this decline to democratic 
backsliding by authorities 
and crackdown on civil lib­
erties damaging the coun­
try’s political fabric; But the 
government has defended its 
democratic credentials. The 
foreign ministry emphasised 
India’s robust institutions 
and Well-established demo­
cratic practices. However, 
critics argue that erosion of 
democratic norms remains 
a concern. While India re­
mains a vibrant democracy, 
recent assessments highlight 
challenges related to civil, 
liberties, freedom of media 
and minority rights:

The editorial has raised 
an important point on .the 
Electoral Bonds pertaining 
to pharmaceutical compa­
nies as well as the issue o f 
MUDA being raked up in 
a national election which 
is not at all relevant to the 
general election to the 18th 
Lok Sabha. As to songs 
and noise and switched off, 
reason and logic as pointed 
out in the editorial, one need 
n o t wonder why it happens* 
When the electorate are ill- 
ihformed, they will be capti­
vated by songs and noise and 
sway according to their emo­
tions, as emotional appeals 
are more effective than real 
messages, but by focussing 
on rational appeals they are 
likely to inhibit their chances 
of success. Ultimately, they

h^rd data is immaterial.
It was the former CM, 

Mukul Sangma who had stat­
ed that in Meghalaya succes­
sive governments have been 
hf Id to ransom by pressure 

/groups and. have succumbed 
to  such pressures. Develop­
ment too has been stalled by 
pressure groups who have 
-fed the people of this state on 

- to  irrational fear psychosis 
"Miich is the easiest way to 
control their minds.

, Ina study captioned “Does 
Violent Protest Backfire? 
Testing a Theory of Public 
Reactions to Activist Vio­
lence,” by Brent Simpson, 
Robb Wilier and Matthew 
Feinherg, the authors found 
that in the situations studied, 

' violence led to perceptions of 
unreasonableness, which re­
duced identification with and 
support for the protest group. 
The authors claim that exist­
ing research generally finds 
that violence by protesters 
reduces, public support for 
the protesters and can even 
erode support for the causes 
they support. Other studies 
-have shown that public sup­
port for a movement-wanes 
when it uses violent tactics, 
and that violence damages 
the perceived legitimacy of 

' the group. In Meghalaya, this 
does not seem to be the case. 
Society continues to support 
violence because there, is no 
organised protest against 

!aijy or all forms of violence 
except when it happens to an 
iit-gtoup member.
<, }f as a society we believe 
we .cart get away with kill­
ing defenceless people then 
We have got. it wrong. For 
every, action there is an equal 
reaction. This is the law of 

, nature. Let’s not forget that 
'our people young , and old 
are now scattered across 
-the-country and The world at 
large andanything happening 
in any corner of the world, in 
thls case our distant comer 
is digitally transmitted. We 
are -socially networked and 
images can trigger all kinds 
of reactions. TTie politicians 
elected to lead the state and 
its people have let it down 
repeatedly „by treading on 
eggshells when it comes to 
being tough With criminals. 
This has got to end! -

(political parties) will also 
be producing, less efficient 
communication because the 
objective isv to influence 
people how to feel, hot .how 
to think. The problem in 
Meghalaya is that the elec­
torate never questions blit 
goes by their emotions and 
feelings. Social media has 
made things worse that even 
the Union Finance Minister 

' observed thatit is a waste of 
precious time to respond to 
social media Kyrsoibor Pyr­
tuh rightly observed in his 
article that, “long pending 
and vexed political issues o f 
the indigenous community 
cannot be resolved during 
elections, rather it requires 
consistent deliberative and 
participatory exercise.” The 
last paragraph of his article 
■is very rational and one must 
not forget that it is the Lok 
Sabha with 543 Members 
who .decides this vital is­
sue and I am certain that if 
N&endira Modi returns as 
Prime Minister of India for 
the third, time there is no 
reason for him to disagree 
onthe inclusion of the Khasi 
language or for that matter 
the Garo language in the 8th 
Schedule when Parliament 
gives a nod, given the fact 
that there is no fixed formula 
for such an inclusion, as the 
inclusion of a. language in 
the said schedule considers 
historical significance, liter­
ary heritage, and cultural 
distinctiveness. We must 
not lose sight that each lan­
guage’s journey to official 
recognition is unique and 
reflects India’s rich linguistic 
diversity.

Yours etc.;
’ VK Lyngdoh,

’ Via email

India-Greece Relations

Bilateralism Vs 
Multilateralism

By Prof. (Dr.) D.K. Giri

' Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong limes

India-Greece bilateralism 
received a new impetus in 
an international seminar, or­
ganised at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University early this-week. 
The seminar was devoted to 
discussing various dimen­
sions of India-Greece rela­
tions -r history, tourism, cul­
ture, geo-politics, diplomacy, 
trade etc. In my presentation, 
while commending the initia­
tive of augmenting bilateral 
relations, I raised the issue 
of the-artificial dfchotomy 
between bilateralism and ■ 
multilateralism and the need 
to balance it. .

Pointedly, 1 referred to 
the European Union (EU) 
as a multilateral regional 
organisation which is by far 
the best example of regional 
integration. Yet, the EU so far 
has failed in projecting its po­
litical personality to the world. 
The EU was created not only 
asan economic union, but a 
political player in promoting 
pluralism, democracy, human 
rights etc., the values the EU 
member countries dearly seek 
to adhere to. -But th^re has 
certainly been a mismatch- 

. between these values and the 
trade policy they adopted. • 
In particular, EU trade with ; 
China has been booming al­
though thelatteris universally 
considered tobe an autocracy 
and a consistent violator of 
human rights.

Likewise, the other mul­
tilateral bodies have failed 
in their objectives. The big- 1 
gest of them all, the United 
Nations, which was created 
after the horrendous Second 
World War, to prevent the - 
recurrence of wars, becomes 
a helpless onlooker as the 
wars in Ukraine and Gaza ■ 
rage unabated. The UN cer­
tainly has unequal structures, ; 

■ namely the Security'Council' 
which is immobilised by flue 
pernicious Veto exercised at 
will by any of the Permanent 
Five. The reform of structures 
and functions of the United 
Nations is another debate we ~ 
will not engage here. ~

Tlie point to note is if 
multilateralism is being in- 
fructuous, it is advisable to 
focus on bilateralism. At any 
rate, while multilateralism 
in a globalised and an inter­
dependent world should be 
aspired for, bilateralism lays 
out the building blocks. What 
has been happening is that 
the quest for multilateralism 
has downplayed bilateralism.
It is, using the popular meta­
phor, missing the trees for 
the forest. The India-Greece 
bilateral efforts should correct 
the fault line in contemporary 
geo-politics. .

On India-Greece relations, 
Amrit Lugiin, who served as 
Indian Ambassador to Greece, 
narrated the developments, 
between the two countries 
from during his time and till 
today. He informed that the 
long historical link between 
two countries is reflected in 
the Greek psyche even to­
day. The former Lt. General 
Philip Campose, a strategic 
expert, made a meticulous 
presentation of the contours 
qf bilateralism. ; .

The bilateral relations got a 
shot in the arm an August2023 
When Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi visited Greece. He 
was doing so after 40 years 
of visit by an Indian Head of 
Government to Greece. Also* 
significantly; the bilateral 
cooperation was elevated to 
a strategic partnership during 
this visit. Campose attribute^ 
this sudden shift to strategic 
partnership to a response to the 
growing trilateral relationship 
between Pakistan, Azerbaijan 
and Turkey.’ The strategic 
partnership is a logical exten­
sion to the said responses as 
Greece has stood firmly with 
India on the Kashmir issue 
and encountering Pakistan- 
sponsored terrorism.

The second push to India- 
Greece relations came from 
the visit of Greek Prime Min­
ister Kyriakos Mitsotakis ear­
ly this year as the Chief Guest 
on the Republic Day parade as 
well as the keynote speaker 
in the Raisina Dialogue. He 
made a strong case for deep­
ening India-Greece relations. 
He said, “India could not find 
a better gateway than Greece

to Europe and Greece will 
have no better gateway to Asia 
than through India”. He asked 
for work on the IMEC project. 
-  India-Middle East-Europe 
Corridor despite the war in 
Gaza. The Greek PM’s at­
titude and statements pointed 
certainly to the acceleration 
of relations between India 
and Greece.

Building India-Greepe 
relation^ should certainly 
invoke the rich legacy of his­
tory involving both countries. 
It goes back to 326 BC when 
Alexander-invaded India. The 
historical anecdotes suggest 
thatAlexander, a great fighter, 
had to retreat in the North- 
West of India when an Indian 
king paraded the elephants 
on the .battlefield. The legend 
has it that an Indian king from 
Punjab offered'bis daughter in 
marriage to, Alexander to buy 
peace. That sets amatrimonial 
relation between Greece and 
India. Likewise, many Greeks 
came to India as soldiers or 
traders and settled down for­
ever in this country.

There is evidence of Greek 
art sind architecture in Indian 
society aid civilization. In 
India and ancient Greece, 
there were similar allegories 
and analogies, particularly 
jn Plato’s Phaedrus and the 
Katha Upanishad. The image 
of the chariot in Phaedrus 
portrayed the structure of an 
individual’s soul whereas in 
Katha Upanishad, it is used 
in order to describe an indi­
vidual’s structure. There were 
also maritime trade contracts 
of the Graeco Roman world 
with South India. The Greek 
Indologist Dimitrios Galanos 
lived in India for .47 years 
and. breathed .his Iasrt in 1833 
in Banaras. He translated 
Indian Vedic texts into Greet 
language and produced a 
Sanskrit-English-Greek dic­
tionary of9000wordsj '

Currently, India and Greece 
need each other in their mutual 
interests. Greece is a high-in- 
come economy and India is a 
growkig economywithahuge 
workforce and potentially the 
largest market in the world. 
The bilateral trade is low at the 
moment but has the potential 
of growing manifold. Greece 
is a  member of the European 
Union and NATO, two pow­
erful bodies, economically 
and militarily, while India is 
themost populous country in 
the world and is spearhead­
ing the Global South.' India 
would need Greece to counter 
China’s influence in Ihe Medi­
terranean region, for accessto 
her port and shipping industry 
andamarket, both Greece and 
EU for its exports.

Likewise, Greece .would 
need India for its tourism 
sector, expertise of Indian 
companies, investment in pri­
vatisation of public assets and 
a market fra1 goods produced 
in Greece. The future road 
majp for bilateral relations 
should consist of coopera­
tion on defence and security 
issues, connectivity between 
two countries, cooperation 
in ecological security, skilled 
manpower migration, joint 
training by army, navy, air 
force and special forces and 
developing inter-operation- 
aUty and cooperation in key 
areas of special interest to 
both countries.

That said, the elephant in 
the room is, as usual, China. 
One of the Greek participants 
asked for India’s reaction to 
China having aport in Greece, 
Port1 of Piraeus, as India is 
also in the process of acquir­
ing a port. Hie answer to that 
question is, it is for; Greece 
to decide whether it wbuld 
open its strategic space to an 
autocrat like China “posing a 
systemic threat to the world” 
(Germany’s stated view). 
The West -  America and 
the European Union - haye 
created China almost like a 
Frankenstein. It is time they 
decide whether they should 
neutralise the Frankenstein 
or feed it to become stronger. 
India will inevitably counter 
China, Greece and tlie Eu­
ropean Union have to decide 
whether they will correct 
the mistakes of the past or 
continue with it in regard to 
dealing with China.—INFA

(The writer is Secretary 
General, Assn for Democratic 
Socialism)_______ ’ - ■
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“ From the deepest desires often cfome 
the deadliest h a te”

Socrates
The Shillong Times
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Right to life & liberty impounded
WHEN a group of persons that are masked can 
enter the premises of a private home "hat is under­
construction and attack the labourers there before 
they can show their labour license?, it shows that 
there is serious lapse in police intelligence.' The 
police are the principle custodians of the rule of law 
but over the years what is observed in Meghalaya 
is that it’s the rulers who are more protected by a 
retinue of security guards while ordinary citizens 
are left to fend for themselves. Indeed, a sense of 
helplessness, voicelessness and poWerlessnessi has 

engulfed a section of the population of Meghalaya 
and that has happened about five decades ago. In 
Meghalaya,’Article 21 of the Constitution which 
guarantees to each citizen the right to life and liberty 
has been violated time and again. Interestingly, the 
Supreme Court of India has described Article 21 
as the ‘heart of fundamental rights’ arid this right 
is available to every person,!citizen and foreigners 
alike. Perhaps the Constitution is not read and dis­
cussed in educational' institutions hence many pass 
out without understanding this important document 
on Which our lives and liberties hinge.

In Meghalaya any individual and group appears 
to have the license to decide they can kill or maim 
any person because he she is the “other."' What does 
the word “other” imply? It means the person carries 
cultural and ethnic markers that ane different from 
that of the majority in Meghalaya and also speaks a 
language that is not understood by the ethnic major­
ity. The societal construction of the ‘other’ is such 
that the person carries all the negative characteristics. 
In other words, the ‘other’ can do no good. This 
hatred and contempt for the othei starts early in. life 
with the use of words that caricature the “other” to 
be the cause of all the problems in the lives ofthe 
‘sons ofthe soil.’ There is t  * introspection as to the 
reasons why unemployment h  rife; why poverty is 
growing and is affecting people across communities. 
There is no reflection as to ^ t h e  ‘sons of the 
soil’ can fill the vacuum ih-< • * .nires expertise to 
undertake every kind of occupation. that 'requires 
specialised skills:

Everywhere in this state, those desixous'of con­
structing state of the art honie-stavs, hotels or private 
residences and find they need experts hands have 
had to keep their projects on hold because pressure 
groups insist that they take only local labourers. 
The question is who is running the state and why 
are personal liberties being curbed? Who will take 
action against groups that usurp the persona) liber­
ties of citizens? Will a complaint to the police or 
the village headman yield any results? .When such 
groups pose as custodians ofthe rights of the'locals 
over that of others and assume illegitimate powers 
to impose their diktat on, citizens, what is the redres- 
sal mechanism available? ft these same groups can 
violate the rule of law with impunity why should 
other citizens obey the law?

India is often called the 
world's largest democracy. 
We never hear it being said 
that India is the world’s larg­
est Republic. And that is part 
ofthe problem that has led to 
our current political situation. 
Hie problem lies in the polit­
ical thought that emphasizes 
India as a Democracy, rather 
than a Republic. Fundamen­
tally, what differentiates a 
Republic from a Democracy 
is the securitisation of the 
rights ofthe Individual. And 
what this means for India as 
a Constitutional Republic is 
that the rights of the-indi­
vidual should form the basic 
structure of the Constitution,, 
and thus the rights of the in­
dividual is the chief principle 
that should effectually reign 
over the Legislative, the Ex­
ecutive and the Judiciary.

In a Democracy, the au­
thority of law reigns over 
the rights of the individual 
through the mandate of the 
people. The democratic pro­
cess, by the will of the major­
ity, gives the elected repre­
sentatives the mandate to rule 
and this mandate gives them 
absolute power to make laws 
or amend and repeal existing 
laws, even if it dilutes the 
rights of the individual. In 
reality, the chief governing 
principle in a Democracy is 
not even the will o f the ma­
jority but simply the mandate 
to make laws.

This problem of empha­
sizing India as a Democracy, 
rather than a Republic, is not 
perceived by the common 
citizen, nor is it addressed 
by the members of Parlia­
ment, nor does it make it to 
the ideologies of the political 
parties that span this nation. 
Yet, the word ‘Republic’ is 
paid homage to every ydar 
on the occasion of Republic 
Day, which marks the anni­
versary of that historic day 
on 26th January, 1950 when 
the Constitution of India 
effectually became the gov­
erning document over all the 
political affairs ofthe nation, 
defining and governing the 
Legislative, the Executive 
and the Judicial.

It is this political thought, 
emphasizing India as a De­
mocracy that has marred 
our Republic, and this prob­
lem has persisted in both 
the Congress party and the 
Bharatiya- Janata Party, right 
from Indira Gandhi to Nar- 
endra Modi. Case in point, 
the Janata government under 
Morarji Desai abrogated our 
Fundamental Right to Prop­
erty in Articles 19(l)(f) to a 
mere Constitutional Right 
in Article 300A through the 
44th Constitution Amend­
ment Act, 1978, as well as 
removing the 'subheading 
‘Right to Property’ from Ar­
ticle 30 and the provisions of 
Article 31 for the compulsory 
acquisition1 of property. This 
disdain for the Fundamental 
Rights is what can be justi­
fied in a Democracy where 
the mandate to rule or the 
authority of Law reigns over 
individual rights. The Moraji 
Desai government removed 
our Fundamental Right to, 
Property as private land own­
ers were litigating against the

By Kitdor H. Blah

I .otters to the F.ditor

VPP vs NPP: 
Who’s playing 
this dirty game?

Editor,
I refer to the news report 

titled “NPP to file complaint 
with 6CI against VPP nui­
sance” (ST April 10, 2024), 
wherein the State President 
and the spokesperson of the 
NPP demanded that the V PP 
leadership take full responsi­
bility for the disturbance and 
nuisance caused during the 
public meetings at Umsning 
and Jaiaw, One cannot ignore 
the signs on news and social 
media platforms that the V PP 
is garnering much support 
fro® different parts of >he 
Bri U Hynniewtrep and other 
political parties are feeling 
the heat and intimidated by 
this growing support tor the 
VPP, especially from people 
living in the suburbs and

rural areas. It is understand­
able that of all the political 
parties in the state, the NPP 
i* feelingweary, and one can 
sa>. to some extent, that they 
smell defeat in the upcom­
ing MP elections from the 
Shillong seat. Similar to the 
common use of tactics and 
strategies during battles, 
political battles also involve 
the application of these tac­
tics and strategies One such 
■'■ictic. propounded by the 
famous military strategist 
Sun J’zti. \va? t<> use the 
enemy's weakness to one’s 
ov\ n advantage by wearing 
do\\n the w-ih ofthe other 
side to light.

When one views and 
reads th ' latest political 
unrest within Meghalaya on 
social media, including the 
Shillong lnnes. a couple of 
questions crop up in one's 
mind. Has the, accusing po­
litics! partv JiMie enough 
investigation to determine 
that the hooligans causing

nuisance during the meet­
ings belong to the VPP? Is it 
plausible that such hooligans 
have been hired to imperson­
ate as VPP supporters by 
those who are now playing 
the victim card? Further­
more, one Cannot ignore the 
fact that there are so many 
unemployed youth, and this - 
makes it easier for politi­
cians wielding money power 
to engage such youth with 
ulterior motives. One is also 
suspicious about the timing 
at which such incidents have 
taken place. Such unprec­
edented incidents during 
elections are highly undesir­
able, and one hopes that the 
Flection Commission of In­
dia. through the Meghalaya 
Police, can prevent such ugly 
incidents from happening in 
the future.

Is it therefore not in the 
best interests of everyone 
that the political parties leave 
the investigation of such 
incidents to the law enforce-

government over acquisition 
of land for infrastructure 
projects and land reforms. 
The socialist policy of the 
govemmentwas *t odds with 
the Fundamental Right to 
Property. But it Was this abr 
rogation ofthe Fundamental 
Right to Property that ulti­
mately empowered the BJP 
government under Narendra 
Modi to implement Demon­
etization on 9th November, 
2016 and the subsequent 
regulation and control of 
our bank accounts. The Fun­
damental Right to Property 
secured the individual’s right 
over his money and bank 
accounts as well. As a mere 
Constitutional Right, our 
Right to Property can now 
be overruled by authority of 
law without challenge.

But this kind of political 
thought that allowed for De­
monetization tinder Narendra 
Modi and for the abrogation 
of our Fundamental Right 
under Moraji Disai, can be 
traced back to the policies 
of the Congress government 
under Indira Gandhi, that 
favoured authority of Law 
over the Constitution, and 
government policies over 
Fundamental Rights. The 
permanency o f our Fun­
damental Rights and other 
similar sections of the Con­
stitution was forever vio­
lated by the 24th Constitution 
AmendmentAqt, 1971 which 
gave Parliament the power 
to amend any provision of 
the Constitution, including 
those protected by Article 13 
which are our Fundamental 
Rights, and made it manda­
tory for the President to as­
sent to any amendment made 
under Article 368. The most 
ridiculous aspect of this Act 
is that it not only exempts 
future amendments from the 
provision? of Article 13, but 
it also exempts itself from 
the same, by appealing to no 
other proyision or rule, but 
itself. The 25th Constitution 
Amendment Act, 1971 .gave 
the Directive Principles of 
State Policy precedence over 
our Fundamental Rights, 
further diluting the nature 
of India as a Republic. The 
effect was that this changed 
the way that political parties 
look at the Constitution. 
The Constitution was now 
a “living, breathing docu­
ment” that is subject to the 
authority of law rather than 
being the very governing
principle of the law. The 
Constitution was now gov­
erned by those who have the 
mandate to rule, rather than 
it governing them. But this 
political thought is rooted in 
the socialistpolicies of Jawa­
harlal Nehru himself, whose 
government was the first 
to dilute our Fundamental 
Rights through the very first 
Constitution Amendment 
Act, vfhfch allowed State 
acquisition to uncondition­
ally take precedence over any 
individual right to property.

The Judiciary has not 
helped the case of individual 
rights or the idea of the Re­
public either. In Shankari

ment agencies and stop the 
unsubstantiated ccusations 
against the VPP?

Yours etc., 
Samborlang Dkhar 

, Shillong-10

North East India 
still digitally 

divided
Editor, v. '.
Through this letter I Want 

to voice my concern regard­
ing the use of the cellu­
lar providers "International 
Roaming Services." I am in 
possession of two sim cards 
of which one is postpaid 
and the other is pre-paid. On 
reaching a certain destina­
tion, only m y  postpaid sim 
was able to connect to or 
latch to a cellular network; 
whereas my prepaid sim was 
not connected to any cellular 
network and was totally use-

Prasad vs Union of India 
(1951), the Supreme Court 
upheld the power of Parlia-. 
ment to amend any part of the 
Constitution under Article! 
368. But this was overturned 
in 1967 when the Court held 
that Article 368 does not 
give absolute power to the 
Parliament to amend atiy 
part of the Constitution, and 
asserted the precedence Qf 
pur Fundamental Rights over 
authority of law. But follow­
ing the 24th Amendment, the 
Court again upheld the pbwef 
of Parliament to amend any 
part of the Constitution, but 
subjected it to judicial review 
and the basic structure ofthe 
Constitution. The Indira Gan­
dhi government responded to 
this judicial ruling with the 
42nd Amendment Act, 1976 
which sought to exempt any 
amendment under Article 
368 from judicial review. 
However, in 1980, the Cpurt 
upheld judicial review .of. 
Constitutional Amendments 
as a part of the basic structure 
of the Constitution. Then, 
in Indra Sawhney vs Union 
of India (1992), the Court 
declared Rule of Law as the 

, basic structure ofthe Consti­
tution. What all of this means 
to us as citizens, and what the 
reader can take away from 
this is that there is now no 
limitation to the power: of 
Parliament to amend any part 
of the Constitution, including 
Our Fundamental Rights; or 
any other provisions, if the 
rule of law permits it. And 
the rule of law means the 
common law and the body of 
case laws and courtrulings.

In conclusion, we have; 
moved away from the reality 
of a Constitutional Republic 
to a Democracy, where the 
authority of law of the Leg­
islature, and the rule of law 
of the Judiciary, take pre­
cedence over any provision 
of the Constitution, includ­
ing any of the Fundamental 
Rights, and Special Provi­
sions. We moved away from 
the reality of a Constitutional 
Republic to a Democracy, 
because our political thought 
moved away from the idea 
of a Republic to this idea 
of a Democracy. And this 
political thought is rooted 
in the socialist policies of 
the Jawaharlal Nehru gov­
ernment, and has persisted 
through every governments 
from Indira Gandhi to l^ar- 
endra Modi. It is often said 
by people on the Left that 
Democracy is under threat in 
the current political climate, 
to which this writer would 
only respond that the real 
threat came about decades 
ago, and whatever threats we 
may perceive today is noth­
ing but the result of Jiving . 
in the aftermath Of having 
moved away from the idea 
of a Republic and having vio­
lated the permanency of our 
Fundamental Rights and the 
permanency of certain provi­
sions in the Constitution. In 
its place, we have embraced 
the idea of a Democracy, 
where the mandate to rule 
and the rule of law govern

less at that point in time.
Nevertheless, I contacted 

customer care services and 
complained about the same 
with the hope of resolving 
my issue, but their reply was 
that "International Roaming 
Services are not permitted 
on Prepaid Sims of the Norm 
East. I was dumbfounded by 
this answer. w;

In a world where obtain-: 
ing OTPs is always necesj 
sary.for each financial trans­
action, particularly while 
traveling abroad, it really is 
a major hassle and problem­
atic for mobile phone owners 
to make digital payments. 
Prepaid users have a larger 
market share than postpaid 
customers, according to gov­
ernment data.

With the exception of 
Jammu & Kashmir, other 
prepaid consumers from 
the rest of Indian states are 
welcome and allowed to 
utilize'this service. I felt that 
this was unjustifiable and

the Constitution. : 
Regionalism is the 

final solution:
Neither the Congress Par­

ty nor the BJP will restore the 
Republic. The sanctity of the 
Constitution as the governing 
document has been violated. 
The Congress party does not 
feel the effects of this prob 
lem as deeply as the common 
citizens even if he cannot un­
derstand it, and not as deeply 
as the minorities and other 
backward classes. With calls 
for a Hindu state, with calls 
for regulation of religious 
conversion and proselytiza- 
tipn, with threat of restoring 
o f anti-national provisions 
in the Constitution, with the 
abrogation of article 370, 
and the threat posedrto other 
special provisions for other 
minorities and backward 
classes, with the rise of the 
corporate media, this dilution 
of the most sacred features 
of the Constitutional Re­
public is most deeply felt by 
minorities, other backward 
classes, individual States 
and autonomous regions. 
And thus; the final solution 
is Regionalism.

’ The Constitutional Re 
public of India has as its 
salient features* not only 
the Fundamental Rights of 
the individuals,' but also the 
special provisions related to 
minorities, backward classes 
and autonomous regions, It is 
the sanctity of these provi­
sions that define India as a 
Republic. The violation of 
the permanency and prece­
dence of Fundamental Rights 
also poses a threat to every 
other provision related to 
minorities, backward classes 
and autonomous regions. 
Thus, if  at all, this great 
Republic is to be restored, it 
will not be by the Congress 
party, or the BJP Or any na­
tional party, but by regional 
politics. And since the 42nd 
Amendment was enacted to 
combat the rise of regional 
politics throughout the coun- 
fty.it is only the reemergence 
of a strong regional politics 
throughout the country that 
will restore our Constitu­
tional Republic. .

The Fundamental Rights 
need to be restored to their 
preeminent statusi The duty 
of the President as the First 
Citizen, to stand between 
the Legislature and the citi­
zens* must be emphasized, 
and his/her power to with­
hold assent to any bill that 
would violate the rights of 
individuals must be restored. 
The provisions relating to 
minorities, backward classes 
and autonomous regions 

•niugt be strengthened. We 
need a Member of Parliament 
who will not only fight for 
current regional issues like 
inclusion of Khasi language 
in the Eight Schedule, Inner 
Line Permit, strengthening 
of Sixth Schedule, but also 
for the future of the Consti­
tutional Republic, and for 
die rights of every citizen 
throughout the country, who 
are being fooled by the cor­
porate media and the political 
pasties.,
; Vote on April 19th, and 
vote well.

unfair to us. Is this benefit 
or perk available solely to 
postpaid consumers due to 
the,, higher rental plans and 
tariffs? I believe that there is 
Still a line drawn by dividing 
us digitally from the entire 
country. :

1 implore upon the De­
partment of-Telecommunica­
tions (DqT) and the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) to pay heed to 
this request and take up this 
matter with urgency so as 
to enable all prepaid risers 
in the North East to benefit 
from this service for hassle- 
free connectivity anywhere 
in the world.

Yours etc., 
Chanmiki Laloo, 

Shillong 02

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Round The States
By Insaf

India BlocUnity 
MVA pact for 

better or worse?
Is it‘one step forward, two 

steps back’ for Maharashtra’s 
MVA? After months of ne­
gotiations, the three partners 
finally made progress and 
sealed a seat-sharing pact on 
Tuesday. The INDIA bloc 
should be relieved with at 
least this united step forward, 
in the crucial state. But will it 
help achieve the cause — of 
defeating the common enemy, 
BJP, or will it put the partner­
ship further behind in “the 
numbers game they thought 
they had made progress? No­
tably, Congress ‘strategically 
stepped back’ and dropped 
its claims on a few ‘winning’ 
seats and went along with 
Shiv Sena-UddhavBalasaheb 
Thackeray reasoning of the 
need to be ‘magnanimous.’ 
Of the 48 Lok Sabha con­
stituencies, SS-UBT man­
aged the biggest slice with 21 
seats, Congress 17 seats, and 
NCP-Sharadchandia Pawar
10 seats. While Congress 
has assured supporting MVA 
candidates* it must b? keep­
ing fingers crossed no rebel­
lion takes shape in Mumbai, 
Sangli and Bhiwandi as dis­
content is said to be brewing 
among local leaders. Besides,

over elections in conflict- 
ridden Manipur, particularly 
among the 50,000 internally 
displaced people in relief 
camps, of which 24,500 are 
voters, The N-E state which 
has boasted of 82% plus poll­
ing in 2019 elections, has 
several civil society groups 
asking the ‘relevance of these 
elections and some even ad­
vocating a boycott. A common 
refrain being if the govern­
ment can conduct polls dur­
ing such times, surely it can 
find ways to bring peace and 
address people’s concerns, as 
the state continues to simmer 
after 11 months ofthe ethnic

- crisis. Reports originating say 
there’s ‘conspicuous absence 
of posters of political par­
ties, mega rallies, and visible 
movement of leaders’ with 
elections next week (April 
19) and 26vSo far, only hoard­
ings put up by local election 
authorities, urging citizens to 
exercise their franchise are 
visible. Will the State election 
office’s security arrangements 
with 200 companies of para­
military forces, setting up of 
94 special polling stations in 
relief camps and engaging 
in confidence building mea­
sures, change the mood and 
help heal wounds.

TDP No To Telangana

BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh failed to play Spoilsport 
for a prayer meeting of Christian community, thanks 

to the Supreme Court. The event in Indore under 
'‘National Prayer and Ministry Alliance had got

after some Hindu outfits sought its cancellation.
five years back, Congress had 
got 26 seats in its seat-sharing 
with NCP, but today has had' 
to give up bigger space to the 
allies.

The grand old party de­
cided it was time to stop the 
back and forth and get down 
to campaigning as elections, 
in. five phases, begin next 
week, April 19 till May 20. 
How it pans out is worth a 
watch as ‘entertainment’is as­
sured, not between breakaway 
SS and NCP groups (such as 
Ajit Pawar seeking support 
for his wife, against senior 
Pawar YMP daughter in Ba- 
ramati), but with MNS chief 
Raj Thackeray announcing 
his unconditional support, for 
BJP-led ‘Mahayuti’ alliance, 
will address rallies in Modi’s 
support! While the alliance 
is happy as it lessens ‘pos­
sibility’ of vote cutting, MNS 
cadres are seeing red. Many 
have resigned in protest ques­
tioning Raj saheb’s U-tum 
after 2019 (a bitter critic of 
Modi since). Though the party 
hasn’t made a mark, Uddhav 
group takes an interesting dig 
saying an outfit ‘formed to 
safeguard Maharashtra pride, 
backs its enemies.’Applicable 
to it too, perhaps, but in the 
end it’s the voter who shall 
give the verdict as to who is 
their enemy

Delhi’s ‘Agnipariksha’ 
The Delhi high political 

drama continues to hit front 
pages. Other than High Court 
upholding AAP ChiefMinis- 
ter Kejriwal’s arrest in liquor 
excise scam saying ED was * 
left with “little option” after 
he skipped repeated sum­
mons, 24 hours later, his 
minister Raaj Kumar Anand 
resigned from both Cabinet 
and party. He alleged: ‘party 
is mired in graft and has no 
moral right to continue in 
government, and Dalits have 
no place in the party and feel 
cheated.’ Instead of rubbish­
ing it, AAP reacted: his action 
has ‘vindicated’ our stand 
that Kejriwal’s arrest was 
aimed at ‘finishing the party’ 
and BJP was using ED and 
CBI to “break our ministers 
and MLAs” (though Anand 
denies any ED pressure), 
Indeed, it’s ‘agnipariksha’ 
for the AAP flock. Kejriwal 
has approached the Supreme 
Court pleading for urgent 
hearing for his release by 
declaring the case against him 
‘illegal,’ claiming his arrest is 
'an unprecedented assault on 

tenets of democracy, free and 
fair elections and federalism, 
both of which form signifi­
cant constituents of the basic 
structure of the Constitution.” 
Convincing or not?
Manipur mood in camps 

A big question maik hangs

The Telugu Desam Party 
ha? decided to give Telan­
gana a miss and concentrate 
on wresting back its turf in 
Andhra Pradesh. As a member 
OfNDA, while TOP chief and 
former AP Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu finalised 
the seat-sharing formula for 
both Lok fiabha ai\d j^ e a ^  
bly polls in AP, not only is 
it not going to put up candi­
dates in Telangana but is yet 
to decide whom to support 
tjiere. Apparently, the going 
has not been easy for TDP 
after Naidu was arrested by 
AP police last September in a 
skill development corporation 
Corruption case and though he 
got regular bail in November 
to carry out political activi­
ties, there wasn’t time to pre­
pare for Telangana Assembly 
polls. However, he promptly 
sounded the poll bugle for AP 
with die slogan “Quit Jagan, 
Save AP” and with his alli­
ance nOw with BJP and JSP, 
urged die people to shower 

x their blessings. His rival, YSR 
Congress Party President and 
Chief Minister Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, has been equally ag­
gressive in his campaign and 
claimed ‘2024 would be the 
last elections that TOP chief 
will fight’! Time will tell.

Qualms On Christian 
Prayer Meet!

BJP-ruledMadhyaPradesh 
failed to  play spoilsport for a 
prayer meeting of Christian 
community, thanks to the 
Supreme Court. The event in 
Indore under ‘National Prayer 
and Ministry Alliance’, had 
got initial permission but the 
administration revoked it after 
some Hindu outfits sought 
its cancellation. They com­
plained it was being organised 
with ‘intent to mislead people 
of Hindu community and en­
courage them for conversion’ 
ancithere was ‘strong possi­
bility it might disturb peace.’ 
The concerned police station 
submitted a report on the law 
and order situation and the 
High Court when petitioned 
against the cancellation, re­
jected it saying the concern 
raised by respondents can’t 
be said to be “unfounded, 
looking to various objections 
they have received from other 

, religious organisations.” But, 
on Wednesday the top court 
stayed the cancellation say­
ing it was “unjustified”, the 
petitioner ‘will be entitled to 
hold the prayer meeting at 
5:00 p.m. today’ (April 10) 
and directed its registry to 
convey the order “forthwith 
to registrar (Judl.), HC of MP, 
Bench at Indore, who shall 
communicate the same to col­
lector, Indore”. It’s about time 
the state government limits 
itself. --INFA
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Climate engineering and the serious 
national security risks it carries

listoric Paris climate agreement S  -----— -------------------- ----------------- -—The historic Paris climate agreement 
started a mantra from developing 
countries: “1.5 to stay alive.” It re­

fers to the international aim to keep global 
warming under 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.8 
Fahrenheit) compared with preindustrial 
times. But the world will likely pass that 
threshold within a decade, and global warm­
ing is showing little sign of slowing.

The world is already facing natural di­
sasters of epic proportions as temperatures 
rise. Heat records are routinely broken.
Wildfire seasons are more extreme. Hurri­
cane strength is increasing. Sea level rise is 
slowly submerging small island nations and 
coastal areas.

The only known method able to quickly 
arrest this temperature rise is climate engi­
neering. (It’s sometimes called geoengineer­
ing, sunlight reduction methods or solar cli­
mate intervention.) This is a set of proposed 
actions to deliberately alter the climate.

These actions include mimicking the 
cooling effects of large volcanic eruptions by 
putting large amounts of reflective particles 
in the atmosphere, or making low clouds over 
the ocean brighter. Both strategies would 
reflect a small amount of sunlight back to 
space to cool the planet.

There are many unanswered questions, 
however, about the effects of deliberately 
altering the climate, and there is no consen­
sus about whether it is even a good idea to 
find out.

One of the largest concerns for many countries when it comes to climate 
change is national security. That doesn’t just mean wars. Risks to food, 
energy and water supplies are national security issues, as is climate-induced 
migration.

Could climate engineering help reduce the national security risks of 
climate change, or would it make things worse? Answering that question is 
not simple, but researchers who study climate change and national security 
like we do have some idea of the risks ahead.

The massive problem of climate change
To understand what climate engineering might look like in the future, 

let’s first talk about why a country might want to try it.
Since the industrial revolution, humans have put about 1.74 trillion 

tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, largely by burning fossil 
fuels. That carbon dioxide traps heat, warming the planet.

One of the most important things we can do is to stop putting carbon into 
the atmosphere. But that won’t make the situation better quickly, because 
carbon stays in the atmosphere for centuries. Reducing emissions will just 
keep things from getting worse.

Countries could pull carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere and lock it 
away, a process called carbon dioxide removal. Right now, carbon dioxide 
removal projects, including growing trees and direct air capture devices, 
pull about 2 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere per 
year.

However, humans are currently putting over 37 billion tonnes of carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere annually through fossil fuel use and industry. 
As long as the amount added is larger than the amount removed, droughts, 
floods, hurricanes, heat waves and sea level rise, among numerous other 
consequences of climate change, will keep getting worse.

It may take a long time to get to “net-zero” emissions, the point at which 
humans aren’t increasing greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere. 
Climate engineering might help in the interim.

Who might try climate engineering and how?
Various government research arms are already gaming out scenarios, 

looking at who might decide to carry out climate engineering and how.
Climate engineering is expected to be cheap relative to the cost of end­

ing greenhouse gas emissions. But it would still cost billions of dollars 
and take years to develop and build a fleet of airplanes to carry megatons

of reflective particles into the stratosphere each year. Any billionaire 
considering such a venture would run out of money quickly, despite what 
science fiction might suggest.

However, a single country or coalition of countries witnessing the harms 
of climate change could make a cost and geopolitical calcul ation and decide 
to begin climate engineering on its own.

This is the so-called “free driver” problem, meaning that one country of 
at least medium wealth could unilaterally affect the world’s climate.

For example, countries with increasingly dangerous 
heat waves may want to cause cooling, or countries that 
depend on monsoon precipitation may want to restore 
some dependability that climate change has disrupted. 
Australia is currently exploring the feasibility of rapidly 
cooling the Great Barrier Reef to prevent its demise.
Creating risks for neighbours raises conflict alarm

The climate doesn’t respect national borders. So, £ 
climate engineering project in one country is likely to 
affect temperature and rainfall in neighboring countries. 
That could be good or bad for crops, water supplies and 
flood risk. It could also have widespread unintended 
consequences.

Some studies show that a moderate amount of climate 
engineering would likely have widespread benefits com­
pared with climate change. But not every country would 
be affected in the same way.

Once climate engineering is deployed, countries may 
be more likely to blame climate engineering for extreme 
events such as hurricanes, floods and droughts, regard­
less of the evidence.

Climate engineering may spark conflicts among 
countries, leading to sanctions and demands for com­
pensation. Climate change can leave the poorest regions 
most vulnerable to harm, and climate engineering should 
not exacerbate that harm. Some countries would benefit 
from climate engineering and thus be "more resilient to 
geopolitical strife, and some would .be harmed and thus 
left more vulnerable.

While small experiments have been carried out, 
nobody has conducted large-scale climate engineering 
yet. That means that a lot of information about its effects 
relies on climate models. But while these models are 
excellent tools for studying the climate system, they’re 

not good at answering questions about geopolitics and conflict. On top of 
that, the physical effects of climate engineering depend on who is doing 
it and what they’re doing.

What’s next?
For now, there are more questions about climate engineering than 

answers. It’s hard to say whether climate engineering would create more 
conflict, or if it could defuse international tensions by reducing climate 
change.

But international decisions on climate engineering are likely coming 
soon. At the United Nations Environment Assembly in March 2024, Af­
rican countries called for a moratorium on climate engineering, urging 
all precaution. Other nations, including the United States, pressed for a 
formal scientific group to study the risks and benefits before making any 
decisions.

Climate engineering could be part of ian equitable solution to climate 
change. But it also carries risks. Put simply, climate engineering is a tech­
nology that can’t be ignored, but more research is needed so policymakers 
can make informed decisions. (The Conversation)
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‘Birthday Forecast’
A good year with positive developments gives you courage and energy as 
Moon semi-square Jupiter on your solar return chart. It’s time to give up 
obsolete patterns and monotonous routines and have new vision about life. 
This is a year which supports your instinct to realize your dream. Financially 
ifs a productive phase but expenses would remain on higher side. You could 
see wavering energy levels at times and so heed to take concrete steps to 
deal with the situation.

‘This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)lt is time to concentrate on your career 
prospects and professional skills as a promotion or lucrative 
business opportunity is likely to emerge consequent to your

O  efforts. You successfully perform tasks that involve coopera-
tion and team harmony. Your tendency to control your life 

U 0 K  through some form of manipulation is strong. This is a phase 
C /  that highlights romance and love in your family life. You may 

also experience some tangles in your close personal relation­
ships. You're at your best when you are showing the world 
your practical, competent, and responsible side..

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) You would adapt to new circumstances 
with ease opening yourself to positive events. You are able 

r  to find creative solutions to problems now. You put in a lot 
of effort and find this has established a strong professional 

n P V  base and it brings in desired and even unexpected gains.
*T ** Money issues pop up now—the discovery of a way to 

increase your income, an unexpected gift or reward, or a 
brief financial crisis that motivates you to find new ways to 
make money is possible.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)You may especially enjoy experiencing 
different cultures and styles. Your ideas and goals are 
higher than usual, teaching and mentoring may be part of 

-s r  the whole picture. Your cultural and spiritual awareness 
T K X  - increases. You are ready to make new beginnings and 

j | | b  invest in new business and relationships. It is a good time 
to put your needs first, but doing so with respect for others 
will take you further. Whether you can succeed as a leader 
is tested right now. Spending time in solitude among natural 
surroundings is therapeutic.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) You are presented with an opportunity to 
get rid of what doesn't work in your life, while also discovering 
what does. You are highly motivated to make money and this 
enhances quite a bit of energy for new moneymaking projects. 
You are sorting through the experiences of the last several 
months, separating the worthwhile from the worthless. You 
may be drawn into some form of service that will bring deep 
personal satisfaction. At this time, you seek perfection and 
distinction in your work and this quality takes you to a more 
responsible position.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)You are more aware than before of your 
mental and physical health, daily routine, everyday working 
life, and your working methods. Now is the time to realize 
your own potential through your significant other. You focus 
on balancing your personal interests and objectives with your • 

J j 3 /  social life, or with those of a partner. Circumstances are such 
that your diplomacy skills are required. Your popularity is 
increasing, and is reinforced by your own ability to cooperate 
and harmonize. You would be able to make an impact on 
people with innovative ideas and work.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)You would be successful in creative 
writing and in the entertainment industry. Your ego and pride 
are tied up in how you relate to others now. This may be

^  y  an especially busy time for people who consult or work with
O p '  clients one-on-one. Relationships are dynamic-full of conflicts

and resolutions. You tend to take things quite personally now, 
and something that someone says or does now can easily 
rile you. Extra care should be exercised when it comes to 
work, health matters, and daily routines.

&

#

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) It would be wise to be especially 
clear when it comes to communicating with co-workers. Re­
thinking the suitability of your job is possible now, but you 
should avoid jumping to any premature decisions. Take this 
time to re-examine issues rather than communicating about 
them prematurely. A positive and hopeful outlook increases 
your chances of gaining the cooperation of importantpeople. 
You move on the path of betterment in terms of better 
financial stability, emotional and mental satisfaction and 
intellectual growth.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)A new set-up in an existing 
relation or a new love affair may be formed. Your professional 
life brings rewards and recognition now. You are working hard 
and inclined towards more detailed work. An opportunity to 
expand business arrives now. Increased connections and 
experiences come into the picture. This is a period of growth 

T' l N as well as some form of blossoming. This is a very fortunate 
time to arrange get-togethers, parties and events. Increased 
public recognition and professional success characterizes 
this week. You would become more particular about your 
health and diet.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)This time takes some 
kind of pressure on professional and personal aspects. You 
may begin to take on more responsibilities on the job or in 
another capacity. Your job could become rather tedious or 
boring, orworking conditions may be tiring and frustrating. You 
find yourself more accountable than ever when it comes to 
your work and output. You may have to draw some boundar­
ies with friends and the demands placed on you. You would 
attach yourself to unusual, more spiritual activities. This is an 
excellent period for starting new regimens to improve your 
health and wellbeing, such as regular exercise and a more 
structured and productive use of your time.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20) It would be wiser to face 
difficult people and situations rather than escape, as there 
would be victory and success in professional ventures. Don’t 
take the one you love for granted but show your love and 
appreciation. Financial transactions and professional projects 
go ahead smoothly with goodwill and they would be profitable. 
Your professional skills wisdom and craft is appreciated and 
fresh opportunities for expansion are made available to you. 
Personal relationships gain a romantic and exciting quality. 
Tackle sensitive subjects and difficult people head on and 
get your point across. Business projects and associations 
are opening up and widening your horizons so you need to 
think expansively from now onwards.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) You would achieve a lot in 
business and professional aspects by combining creativity 
and practicality. You take on a more mature role in the family 
and in personal situations by taking on extra responsibility 
and giving direction. You can expect seniors to support you 
and stand up for you in tough situations. You can trust your 
intuition about people and situations when called upon to 
mediate in conflicts and collaborations. Anew workopportunity 
can change the way you work and relate with people profes­
sionally. How willing you are to experiment and explore new 
approaches will determine your success at this time. You will 
be considerably more productive, healthy, and focused.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)This is a favorable phase for people 
in sports, competition, game shows and other related fields. 
You have been more determined and hard working and 
this brings fulfillment of desires particularly in competitive 
examinations. This is a good time to be with a friend or get 
associated with a group with whom you can share your own 
ideas and thoughts. Communications from overseas are 
hopeful and exciting as business opportunities are extended 
to you. You are physically energetic and enjoy the feeling of 
wellbeing and confidence.

Lifestyle diseases wreaking havoc
In an explosive revelation from GOQii’s India Fit 

Report 2024 titled Thriving at Any Age: The Blue­
print for Healthy Longevity, a shocking 45 percent 

of India’s population hovers dangerously close to 
being classified as Unhealthy. This alarming statistic 
underscores a nation on the cusp of a health emergency, 
juxtaposed with a glimmer of hope for a monumental 
shift towards collective wellness. The data, derived 
from over 6 million users, serves as a dramatic wake-up 
call, signalling an urgent need for transformative action 
in India’s health and wellness trajectory.

The data indicates a stark health divide, In 2023, 
a staggering 59 percent of women were categorised 
as unhealthy, contrasting with the 40 percent of men, 
unveiling a significant health outcome disparity with 
a particularly distressing spotlight on the wide health 
gap between genders. The report also showed that 16 
percent of women fell into the obese category.

The health gender gap transcends mere numbers; 
it urgently highlights the necessity for targeted health 
interventions tailored for women. This underscores a 
compelling need to actively work towards closing this 
unjust gap.

“GOQii’s 2023-24 India Fit Report unveils a critical 
juncture for our nation’s health, with nearly half of our 
population teetering on the edge of a health catastrophe. 
This report serves as a dire warning, especially for the 
women of India, who are facing an escalating health 
crisis, evidenced by a 35 percent spike in stress levels. 
The pervasiveness of work-related anxiety and lifestyle 
diseases, with high blood pressure affecting 23 percent 
of our citizens, calls for an immediate, unified response. 
It’s time we prioritise and implement comprehensive 
health interventions to safeguard our nation’s future.” 
says Vishal Gondal, Founder & CEO, of GOQii.

“The ageing Indian population faces the most sig­
nificant impact from lifestyle diseases, with seniors 
grappling predominantly with cognitive issues, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, and cholesterol. The report is 
a clarion call to action for sweeping changes in India’s 
approach to health and longevity”.

Indians continued to be plagued by stress
Adding to the grave health situation is the fact that 

Indians continued to be plagued by stress, affecting the 
physical and mental well-being of individuals across all 
walks of life. The study exposes a grim reality where 26 
percent of Indians report being trapped in the throes of 
work-related stress, while financial instability plagues 
17 percent of the population.

An even more concerning trend is the sharp rise 
in stress levels among women, skyrocketing from 25 
percent in 2021 to an alarming 35 percent in 2023.

The alarming rise in mental health concerns is 
closely connected to intense performance demands 
and high expectations common in numerous profes­
sional sectors.

The ramifications of enduring such high stress are 
profound, adversely affecting not only individual 
mental and physical well-being but also diminishing 
workplace productivity and impairing personal rela­

tionships.
Lifestyle diseases wreaking havoc: 23 percent of 

Indians suffer from high blood pressure
In addition to stress, lifestyle diseases significantly 

impact Indians. According to the latest GOQii India Fit 
Report 23-24, such conditions remain a critical health 
concern, with high blood pressure affecting 23 percent 
of the population. The report indicates that there has 
been no respite from lifestyle illnesses. Over the last 3 
years, they have been consistently there with Diabetes, 
High Cholesterol, High Blood Pressure and Thyroid 
being the four most common lifestyle problems among 
people in India.

The World Health Organisation estimates that these 
lifestyle diseases are responsible for 80 percent of all 
deaths worldwide. They are the leading cause of death 
in the developed world, and the numbers are increas­
ing. Poor lifestyle choices are the main reason for these 
lifestyle illnesses, which in turn result in the majority 
of these deaths.

Lifestyle diseases impact people of all ages and 
from all walks of life. These conditions affect chil­
dren, adults, and the elderly, however, they are most 
commonly linked with those in their later years. The 
senior age group suffers the most from lifestyle-related 
ailments.

Blood pressure is the most common condition in 
this age group with almost 48 percent of the population 
having high blood pressure, followed by diabetes at 38 
percent and cholesterol at 30 percent.

This report is a clarion call for a sweeping transfor­
mation in India’s approach to health and longevity. It’s 
not just an analysis; it’s a battle plan aimed at guiding 
the nation towards an era where optimum health and 
wellness are accessible to all citizens, transforming 
lofty ideals into tangible realities.

Kicking off with the first chapter can only be de­
scribed as a wake-up call, The Secret to Longevity, the 
report shatters the illusion of complacency by confront­
ing us with a stark reality: the secret to extending our 

‘ lifespan and enhancing our quality of life lies in the 
seemingly mundane choices we make every day. This 
simple yet powerful truth has the potential to radically 
increase life expectancy across India.

However, it brings to light the, urgent challenges 
posed by our rapidly ageing society and the consequent 
strain on socioeconomic structures.

The first chapter is not just an exploration but a 
rallying cry for immediate, strategic action to ensure 
our ageing population can enjoy their later years with 
dignity and independence. It’s a poignant reminder 
that the health decisions we make today are directly 
linked to a more fulfilling, healthier life for everyone, 
tomorrow;

Amidst this concerning scenario, the report makes a 
powerful plea for the adoption of preventive healthcare 
measures, underlining lifestyle changes and increased 
awareness of health as critical levers for improving the 
quality of life and ensuring longer, healthier lives for 
all citizens. (lANSlife)
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“There are no secrets that time 
does not reveal ”

—Jean Racine 
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Manifesto as old hat
THE BJP manifesto released on Sunday fails to 
impress. On the positive side, it was conceived on 
a realistic platform; and it did not go overboard in 
offering baits to the voters. To that extent, it lacks 
any surprises. Rather, the ruling party’s attempt to 
seek votes for a third consecutive term is tempered 
by a sense of care for the nation’s coffers. At the 
same time, the party failed to come up with a new 
agenda. The promises are mostly along the beaten 
tracks, as in the offers to implement the One Nation 
One Poll plan, the Uniform Civil Code and Citi­
zenship Amendment Act. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has been saying these since the first term of 
his governance.

The manifesto styled as Sankalp Patra claims the 
aim is to empower all four strong pillars of developed 
India -  youth, women, poor and farmers. This clas­
sification itself is old hat. From Independence, this 
has been the refrain of successive governments and 
parties. The poor are mostly where they were; and 
the farmers’ real problems have not been addressed 
to a large extent in the past 10 years of the Modi 
government. Even crop insurance against natural 
calamities is rjiore on paper; leave alone remunera­
tive prices for farm produce. The offer to provide 
free ration to BPL families for five more years too 
is rather a "promise" that the existing system will 
not be discontinued. What’s new is a promise to pro­
vide free electricity to poor households. When India 
lavishes itself on multiple fronts, lighting- a bulb or 
a tube free at home must be the minimum that’s on 
offer to the hapless poor. Some state governments 
are already doing this. As for the North East, the 
BJP government would “continue to address” issues 
of the disturbed areas, aim to remove AFSPA in a 
phased manner and attempts will be made to resolve 
interstate border disputes among the NE states.

An offer is for continued efforts to strengthen the 
foundations of India through Social Infrastructure, 
Digital Infrastructure and Physical Infrastructure. 
Under social infra, more educational institutions; 
under physical infra, modernization of highways, 
railways, airways and waterways;, under digital, 
expansion of the 5G network and progress on 6G. 
These are all works that are already in progress. 
There’s less on industrial development, a require­
ment for job creations on a large scale. A promise 
is that the loan amount under Mudra Yojana would 
be raised from ' 10 lakh to 20 lakh. And, a bait to 
the elderly -  that those above age 75 will be brought 
under the purview of the Ayushman Bharat Scheme; 
and this for transgender community too. Question 
is, why have these segments been excluded from 
the scheme so far.

Letters to the Editor

Stinging
rebuke

Editor
A non-tribal citizen re­

siding in our state, D. Bhat- 
tacharjee, has delivered 
a stinging rebuke to the 
tribal people of Meghalaya 
(Shillong Times, Apr 12, 
2024). While we go about 
the routines of our mun­
dane existence, unspeakable 
crimes are being committed 
in the name of tribals.

Hardly have I heard a 
mention of this bloodthirsty 
murder. We seem oblivi­
ous to, or we have become 
shamelessly insensitive to 
the minorities that live with­
in our state. All of us tribals 
are complicit in this ethnic 
killing, heedless of the plight 
of the poorest of our society, 
uncaring of their undignified 
existence, and averting our 
eyes even when they are 
murdered in broad daylight 
in our neighbourhoods.

There are only feeble 
murmurs from the govern­
ment and law enforcement. 
The church is silent, like 
the priest in the story of the 
Good Samaritan, who hid 
his face in the folds of his 
cowl and hurried past the 
fallen man. The clergy of 
Meghalaya is no better. But 
what about the rest of us. 
There is hardly a mention 
in civil society; academia 
has seemingly renounced 
the world, eocooned in their 
ivory tower.

Meanwhile, every index 
of human development re­
mains abysmally low in this 
blighted state of ours. As 
Bhattacharjee has candidly 
pointed out, our state is para­
lyzed on “the lowest rung 
of education, health care,

A Decade of NDA Rule 
and the Battle for India

In this general election, 
the campaign of the NDA, 
in general, and the BJP, in 
particular, is more defensive 
than aggressive. Just three 
months ago, the BJP and its 
allies targeted winning more 
than 400 seats, but today, 
one no longer sees the over­
confident party led by its 
leader, Narendra Modi. The 
disclosure of the electoral 
bond scheme has perhaps 
caught the BJP on the wrong 
foot, hence the defensive 
campaign. The BJP’s cam­
paign is somewhat low-key, 
and the opposition is not do­
ing any better. The fact that 
the BJP is giving so much 
importance to its partners, 
avoiding confrontation even 
in states like Meghalaya and 
voluntarily giving away seats 
to its NDA partners, is an 
indication of careful calcula­
tion behind this arrangement. 
The situation in the current 
scenario is a contest between 
a bewildered NDA versus a 
weak Opposition, which is 
divided rather than united.

Swachh Bharat Mission 
Looking back, the NDA 

government led by the BJP 
has initiated many schemes 
and projects, but whether the 
projects or schemes bear fruit 
or have the much-needed im­
pact on the ground is another 
question. It may be reminded 
that before the end of 2018 
and the beginning of 2019, 
at the entry of all villages 
in the country, or at least in 
Meghalaya, one would see 
Swachh Bharat signboards. 
The boards are visible signs 
that the village is under the 
Swachh Bharat Mission and 
has achieved an open defeca­
tion-free (ODF) status. The 
sanitation initiative, launched 
by the Prime Minister of 
India in 2014, was hailed as 
the world’s largest sanitation 
program, but the question is 
how sustainable is the initia­
tive. The goal is to achieve 
an Open Defecation Free 
India by October 2, 2019, as 
a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi. 
by constructing over 10 crore 
toilets. The goal may have 
been achieved, but are the toi­
lets being used? The immedi­
ate complaint was the lack of 
water, especially during the 
lean season, which renders 
the toilets rather useless.

Swachh Bharat 
Mission - 2 

In February2020, the Gov­
ernment of India approved 
Phase-II of the SBM-G with 
a total outlay of Rs. 1,40,881 
crores to focus on the sustain­
ability of the ODF status and 
to cover the villages with

By HHMohrmen

Solid and Liquid Waste Man­
agement (SLWM) that would 
transform villages from ODF 
to ODF Plus by 2024-25. To 
achieve the goal of ODF Plus 
villages, the aim is to engage 
in biodegradable waste man­
agement through composting 
and setting up of ,Biogas 
plants; collection, segrega­
tion, and storage facilities for 
plastic waste management; 
construction of soak pits, 
waste stabilization ponds for 
greywater management; and 
Faecal Sludge Management 
and a host of other activities. 
While a village that sustains 
its ODF status and has ar­
rangements for Solid Waste 
Management or Liquid Waste 
Management is considered an 
ODF Plus Aspiring village; a 
village that sustains its ODF 
status and has arrangements 
for both Solid Waste Man­
agement or Liquid Waste 
Management is an ODF Pltis 
Rising village.

It was stated in October 
2023, that over 78 per cent 
of the villages have declared 
themselves ODF Plus, by 
implementing various innova­
tive campaigns to accelerate 
momentum, which would 
lead to a cleaner, greener, and 
healthier nation. It was planned 
that community participation 
should be integral to the suc­
cess of the campaign. It was 
reported that in the Swach- 
hata Hi Seva 2023, more than 
109 crore individuals and 71 
Ministries and Departments 
of GOI participated in the 
nationwide campaign over 
an 18-day period, averag­
ing around 6 crore people's 
participation per day across 
the country. Sadly, we have 
completed a quarter of 2024, 
but there is no sign of any of 
the activities on the ground. 
One would expect that vil­
lages in the country will be 
clean, but unfortunately, in 
most of the villages, there is 
no waste management system 
in place, and waste can be 
seen everywhere.

The NDA Government 
Initiatives

Much of the government 
initiative left much to be 
desired hence a very im­
portant question that one 
needs to ask is, will history 
forgive the Prime Minister 
for the blunders he made 
with demonetization? Did 
the masterstroke achieve 
the much-anticipated goal, 
and how much black money 
has been recovered? The Uj- 
jala Scheme was praised by

many, and the victory of the 
NDA in the last election was 
also credited to the Ujjala 
scheme, but with the benefit 
of hindsight, the scheme is 
not as rosy as it was made 
out to be. The high cost of 
an LPG cylinder compelled 
most of the women in the 
village to go back to the use 
of firewood. Perhaps demon­
etization, Ujjwala, or even 
the mismanagement of the 
COVID-19 pandemic are old 
issues that will not have any 
impact on the election now, 
but the new schemes have not 
had any impact despite the 
end of the five-year term.

The smart city project is 
another project that did not 
achieve its goal, as cities like 
Shillong, which have been 
part of the project, have not 
seen much change. Of the 
many recent schemes that the 
central government has initi­
ated, the Jal Jeevan Mission is 
expected to bring much relief 
to the citizens of the country, 
particularly the women who 
engage in the collection of 
water. But it remains to be 
seen how successfully the 
project is being implemented. 
In the state of Meghalaya, 
the government claimed that 
the implementation of the 
mission was successful, but 
how many villages have re­
ceived potable water in their 
households? The reality that 
this project is not going to be 
a success will be out in the 
open if a proper audit is done 
in the state. The action of the 
NDA government, which 
makes non-Hindi speakers 
feel neglected and left out, is 
the naming of all the schemes 
and projects. The schemes 
do not even have an Eng­
lish translation of the name, 
which would have at least 
helped non:Hindi speakers 
understand the name.

The Electoral Bond
The electoral bond, which 

has exposed the disparity in 
the amount of money donated 
to different political parties 
in the countiy and the unfair 
advantage that the ruling 
dispensation has over the 
Opposition, is a huge blow 
to the BJP. The question re­
mains whether this will have 
any impact on the way people 
vote. TTie Opposition alleges 
that it is the biggest scam in 
the country, and the SBI's 
attempt to not disclose the 
information has made com­
mon people suspicious. But 
can the opposition capitalize 
on the electoral bond scam?

employment, human rights, 
sports, basic infrastructure, 
and other development in­
dices/1

Our self-delusional ex- 
ceptionalism will come back 
to haunt us. The country 
and other state governments 
are waking up to our law­
less misdeeds. The UP gov­
ernment is monitoring the 
Ichamati murder case, and 
the Punjab government will 
intercede on behalf of the 
Sikhs in Sweepers Colony. 
Can our lightweight state 
stand up to enmity with these 
powerfiil mainland states?

Given the political dis­
pensation in the country and 
likely outcome ofthe general 
elections, be very sure that a 
searchlight will soon be cast 
on Meghalaya, a so-called 
Christian state. One of these 
days, these atrocities will 
be considered as communal 
killings, murders of innocent 
Hindus by rampaging Chris­
tian mobs. Once a communal 
colour is ascribed to these 
atrocities, we will reap the 
whirlwind.

Yours etc., 
Glenn C. Kharkongor, 

Via email

Rule of law 
absent

Editor,
After reading the special 

article “Mindless killing and 
Khasi society’s response” by 
Patricia Mukhim (ST 12th 
April 2024) I have to say that 
it is rational and the daughter 
of a mother (Ka khun kynthei 
ka Kmie) calls a spade a 
spade. The author has rightly 
said “that the hotheads should 
be told that the crores coming 
here are from taxes paid by 
ordinary Indians”. She has

also correctly pointed out that 
“Society continues to support 
violence because there is no 
organised protest against 
any or all forms of violence 
except when it happens to an 
in-group member”.

“Those who wield the 
blade shall meet their fate 
upon its edge”. This ancient 
wisdom reminds us that ac­
tions have consequences. 
When we choose to use a 
weapon, whether physical 
or metaphorical, we must 
be prepared for the reper­
cussions. The sword, once 
unsheathed, becomes a dou­
ble-edged instrument—one 
that can both defend and 
destroy. In life’s battles, we 
must weigh our choices care­
fully. The power we yield 
can shape destinies, and the 
path we tread may lead to 
triumph or tragedy. So let 
us wield our swords with 
honour, knowing that their 
impact echoes far beyond the 
clash of steel. And perhaps, 
in the quiet moments before 
battle, we can reflect on the 
wisdom of those who came 
before us. For they under­
stood that the blade, like life 
itself, demands respect and 
discernment.

When faced with a sword, 
Jesus responded with com­
passion and wisdom. In the 
Gospel of Matthew, during 
the arrest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, one of Jesus’ 
disciples drew a sword to de­
fend him. Peter the disciple of 
Jesus impulsively unsheathed 
his sword and struck the 
servant of the high priest, cut­
ting off his ear. Jesus swiftly 
intervened and said to him: 
“Put your sword back in its 
place, for all who draw the 
sword will die by the sword.” 
(Matthew 26:52, NIV). This

moment exemplifies Jesus’ 
commitment to nonviolence 
and his understanding that 
violence begets more vio­
lence. He urged his followers 
to seek peace and love even 
in the face of danger.

Peace is the need of the 
hour when our country, a land 
of diverse cultures and tradi­
tions, grapples with increas­
ing political polarisation. The 
proliferation of fake news 
and disinformation via social 
media platforms through 
fake accounts and bots has 
fiielled mistrust and division. 
Echo chambers reinforce 
pre-existing beliefs, hinder­
ing meaningful discourse. 
Escalating religious intoler­
ance and communal violence 
have tarnished India’s image. 
Poisonous rhetoric and ideo­
logical clashes have widened 
chasms within society. Politi­
cal parties increasingly align 
along opposing lines, eroding 
cross-party collaboration. Po­
litical polarization threatens 
India’s religious tolerance 
and social fabric. Bridging 
these divides is crucial for 
maintaining harmony in this 
culturally diverse nation. In 
navigating these challenges, 
India must strive for unity, 
dialogue, and understanding. 
Only then can it transcend 
polarization and uphold its 
cherished values of tolerance 
and coexistence. It is good 
that the custodian of the law 
is w o rk in g  on leads in the 
labourer's murder case and 
we look forward to taking it 
to the logical conclusion so 
as to demonstrate that there 
is a such a thing called the 
“rule of law”.

Yours etc.
VK Lyngdoh

Via email

A weak state 
gets away 

with blaming 
“miscreants”
Editor,
The recent resurgence of 

racial murders in Meghalaya 
is truly unfortunate, but far 
from unprecedented (and 
not surprising). For most of 
the state’s existence since 
its formation in 1972, the 
atmosphere has generally 
been one of violence and 
racial tension; it is the rela­
tively peaceful periods that 
were aberrations. And be 
it 1979 or 2024, no matter 
how the outside world has 
changed, this characteristic 
of Meghalaya remains virtu­
ally identical: at any time, 
at any place, an “unknown 
miscreant,” may murder 
a non-tribal and suffer no 
consequences.

I think, at this point, the 
non-tribals of Meghalaya 
and the well-meaning (but 
sadly ineffective) civil so­
ciety members ought to 
recalibrate their ideas about 
the state. No, this is not a 
place where the rights of all 
citizens are upheld: no mat­
ter what the Constitution or 
the law say, rules written on 
paper are irrelevant in front 
of 45 years of cold, hard evi­
dence that mocks them. No, 
the vast majority of society 
does not stand against the 
groups which murder freely: 
if they did, these groups 
would not be so prominent 
and powerful, and they 
certainly wouldn’t keep re­
plenishing their ranks (and 
kill count) over generations 
and generations.

No, non-tribals are not

Another issue that might be­
come an election issue is the 
alleged misuse of government 
machinery against the Op­
position. This has not only 
given people a bad impression 
of the way the Government 
targeted the Opposition, but it 
has also invited criticism from 
foreign governments.
The Farmers, the Constitution, 

and Democracy Factor 
The NDA Government un­

der the leadership of Modi has 
never really had a good rela­
tionship with the farmers, and 
their long-drawn-out protest 
was not taken seriously by the 
Government. When they tried 
to organize a protest again, 
the NDA government scuttled 
their plans, and they were not 
able to protest. The big decid­
ing factor in this election is 
if the farmers in the northern 
states decide to vote en bloc, 
and if that happens, it will be 
a big challenge for the NDA. 
The Opposition is also cam­
paigning that another teftn for 
the BJP will only help it fulfUl 
its agenda of "one nation, one 
language, and one culture" 
(Hindutva) agenda. This is a 
big threat to the Constitution 
and Democracy hence, the 
call to vote the NDA out is 
also seen as the only way to 
save both.

Opposition Disunity and 
the Challenge to Modi 
The Opposition is not do­

ing the nation or their respec­
tive parties a favour either. At 
one point, it looked like they 
were able to cobble together 
a unity of the Opposition par­
ties in the country under the 
umbrella INDIA alliance, but 
just before the election, some 
parties decided to go their 
own way. The reason is every 
leader ofthe Opposition party 
is seeing himself or herself 
as the principal opposition to 
Modi; everybody is eyeing 
for the seat at the head of the 
table. Is it going to be Rahul 
Gandhi, Arvind Kejriwal, 
or Mamata Banerjee? The 
Opposition has too many 
contenders for the prime 
ministerial position. ,

The big question is, can 
a divided Opposition pose a 
challenge to Modi? In the last 
election, despite the contro­
versy over the Rafael deal, the 
BJP and its allies still soared 
through and won the election 
with a thumping majority. 
This time they have Ram 
temple to their advantage, so 
can the BJP and its allies pull 
off the same trick this time 
around? Or can the Opposi­
tion put a stop to the BJP’s 
march to the historic three 
consecutive wins in the battle 
for India?

“equal stakeholders,” in 
the state: they are simply 
unfortunate enough to be 
living here. No, the Church 
and other entities are not 
being hypocritical when 
they stay silent in the light 
of such incidents: after all, 
they have never claimed that 
non-tribal lives have value in 
the state. Their lack of outrage 
makes their stance clear, no 
matter what we may want to 
believe. And finally, no, the 
politicians are not to blame 
for these issues: the ordinary 
citizens have long made it 
clear they hold no opposi­
tion to such acts (and many, 
in fact, support them). We 
should stop using scapegoats 
and recognize that the cause 
of this problem is the com­
mon citizen, no one else.

Lastly, we should all hope 
for a future where all non- 
tribals have left Meghalaya. 
It will be the best outcome 
for everyone: the non-tribals 
will finally experience life 
in civilized society, the “un­
known miscreants,” will no 
longer be inconvenienced 
by the offensive sight of 
“outsiders” existing, and 
the kind-hearted civil soci­
ety members will no longer 
have to exert effort in well- 
intentioned but ineffective 
condemnations. It may take a 
while, but such a future will 
definitely come to pass, and 
it will be far better than the 
present we live in.

Yours etc.,
NK Kehar,
Shillong-3

under Anarchy
By Dr. Shubhro Chakrabartty

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email.

details will be published.

Meghalaya, one of the 
Seven Sister States of north­
east India, boasts of moun­
tainous terrain interspersed 
with valleys and highland 
plateaus, rich in geologi­
cal diversity, particularly 
composed of Archean rock 
formations. Within these 
formations lie valuable min­
eral deposits including coal, 
limestone, uranium, and silli- 
manite. Notable figures, such 
as Nobel laureate Kabi Guru 
Shri Rabindra Nath Thakur, 
have been drawn to Meghala­
ya's charm, with historical ac­
counts marking his presence 
for 20 days at a bungalow 
known as Brookside. Brook­
side is now a heritage bun­
galow at the Rilbong locality 
in Shillong in the East Khasi 
Hills District of Meghalaya. 
Currently, the Meghalaya 
government actively utilizes 
tourism as a vital component 
of its economic strategy, with 
an anticipated annual rev­
enue of roughly INR 1,600 
crore. This revenue is gen­
erated from a diverse array 
of tourism offerings within 
the state, ranging from its 
stunning natural landscapes 
to its rich cultural heritage 
and adventurous activities. 
To maximize the potential of 
this sector, the government 
likely allocates resources

tions, marked a.significant 
milestone, yet it also ushered 
in a period of unrest. Anjum 
Hasan's novel "The Lunatic 
in My Head," situated in her 
native Shillong, exemplifies 
literature's reflection of the 
socio-political landscape. 
Within the narrative, charac­
ters like Firdaus, Aman, and 
Sophie are bound together 
by their shared identity as 
Dkhars, or "outsiders." In­
stances of violence, such 
as the brutal gang rape and 
lynching of pregnant woman 
Mrs. Gauri Dey in 1979, 
expose the darker underbelly 
of societal tensions, rooted 
in ethnic and cultural dif­
ferences.

The paradox of historical 
heroes turning into contem­
porary perpetrators reflects 
a disconcerting reality. In­
dividuals who once fought 
for India's freedom are now 
inciting discord, demanding 
an Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
and resorting to violence 
against non-tribal residents. 
The recent spate of kill­
ings, including that of Mr. 
Aijun Rai, underscores the 
urgency for governmental 
intervention. The analogy 
drawn between non-tribals 
in Meghalaya and Kashmiri 
Pandits highlights the grav­
ity of the situation, empha-

“The analogy drawn between non-tribals 
in Meghalaya and Kashmiri Pandits 

highlights the gravity of the situation, 

emphasizing the vulnerability of 
marginalized communities amidst 

escalating tensions. Questions linger 
regarding the government's efficacy in 
addressing such atrocities. Calls for the 

removal o f special permissions and 
stringent measures against perpetrators 
echo sentiments for peace and justice. ”

towards infrastructure de­
velopment, marketing initia­
tives, and sustainable tourism 
practices, The substantial 
revenue forecast underscores 
the significance of tourism in 
driving economic growth and 
development in Meghalaya, 
highlighting the govern­
ment's commitment to nurtur­
ing this key industry.

The state of Meghalaya 
boasts not only of a breath­
taking natural beauty but also 
a rich historical legacy inter­
twined with India's freedom 
movement. This connection 
is exemplified by prominent 
figures such as U Kiang Non- 
gbah in the Jaintia Hills, U 
Tirot Sing in the Khasi Hills, 
and Pa Togan Sangma in the 
Garo Hills. Among them, U 
Kiang Nongbah stands out 
as a revolutionary figure 
who courageously opposed 
British rule. In 1857, during 
the First War of Indian Inde­
pendence, he led an uprising 
against the British forces, 
symbolizing the resilience 
and determination of the 
people of Meghalaya in their 
struggle for freedom. His 
ultimate sacrifice was to be 
publicly hanged by the Brit­
ish and signifies the fervour 
for independence that echoed 
across Meghalaya.

Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose's connection with 
Shillong, the former capital 
of Assam, was 'deeply pro­
found, resonating with the 
hearts of its people across 
various social strata. Re­
gardless of tribe, caste, or 
religion, Netaji's presence 
in Shillong sparked a surge 
of admiration and respect 
among its residents. His 
charisma and unwavering 
dedication to the cause of 
Indian independence inspired 
a sense of fervent patriotism 
among the youth of Shillong. 
Netaji's influence was not 
merely confined to rhetoric; 
it instilled a tangible desire 
for action and participation 
in the struggle for freedom. 
His impassioned speeches 
and resolute leadership cap­
tivated the imagination ofthe 
youth, compelling many to 
heed the call to join the fight 
for India's liberation.

The emergence of Me­
ghalaya as a state in 1972, 
following lengthy negotia­

sizing the vulnerability of 
marginalized communities 
amidst escalating tensions. 
Questions linger regarding 
the government's efficacy 
in addressing such atroci­
ties. Calls for the removal 
of special permissions and 
stringent measures against 
perpetrators echo sentiments 
for peace and justice. The 
need for swift and decisive 
action to quell unrest and 
uphold the principles of 
inclusivity and harmony 
remains paramount.

Meghalaya's journey; 
marred by periods of tur­
bulence and conflict, un­
derscores the complexities 
of identity, politics, and 
power dynamics. Ensuring 
a harmonious and equi­
table future for all residents 
of Meghalaya requires a 
concerted effort from both 
governmental and societal 
stakeholders. Dialogue, em­
pathy, and collective action 
are essential in achieving 
this goal. Failure to prioritize 
these principles could have 
significant repercussions, 
particularly in the tourism 
sector. The state's appeal to 
visitors hinges not only on 
its natural beauty but also on 
its reputation for inclusivity 
and social harmony. More­
over, neglecting these values 
not only affects tourism but 
also has broader implica­
tions for humanity.

In a diverse society like 
Meghalaya, fostering under­
standing and unity among 
different communities is 
crucial for social cohesion 
and progress. Furthermore, 
there's a moral imperative 
to protect and support the 
marginalized communities 
within Meghalaya. Failure 
to do so not only undermines 
the concept of Vasudeva Ku- 
tumbakam (the world is one 
family) but also tarnishes 
the pride of Bharat (India) 
in the eyes of others. It's 
incumbent upon the more 
populous communities in 
Meghalaya to safeguard the 
rights and well-being of their 
fellow residents, reflecting 
the true spirit of unity and 
compassion.

(The writer is a Scientist, 
Social Worker and General 
Secretary, Bongo Bhashi 
Mahasabha Foundation)
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“Minds that are ill at ease are agitated 
by both hope and fear. ”

—Ovid
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Need for Solidarity
THE BJP is gearing up for its third term and 
in all likelihood it could return but not with the 
400 mark that it envisages. The main problem 
in India today is lack of Opposition unity. The 
INDIA bloc led by the Congress that was sup­
posed to give the BJP a run for its money has 
failed to get its act together. There are too many 
over-ambitious regional satraps that are hell 
bent on projecting themselves as the next prime 
minister of India, although their commitment to 
that arduous task is suspect. If at all they want 
to be at the helm it is mainly the lure for power 
and pelf. The INDIA bloc has not charted out 
a common goal that they have outlined for the 
country and its hapless citizens. All that they are 
riding on today is the electoral bond scam and 
the ED, CBI being used as tools of the ruling 
party to hound opposition leaders. This negative 
campaign is not enough to win elections. There 
is need for a positive note which the electorate 
can pin their hopes on. The problem with the 
Congress and other parties is that they have a 
record of corruption that cannot be wiped off 
public memory. The public need to see if the 
Congress has done better to curb corruption and 
provide good governance in the states it is ruling 
in so that it can pitch that as a model of what 
voting for the Party can do for the electorate.

The Congress Party’s own track record as 
far as securing the citizens’ liberties is also not 
unblemished. The Emergency imposed by Indira 
Gandhi is a black mark on the Party’s political 
journey. There was entrenched corruption during 
the UPA 1 & 2 tenures which the Congress did 
nothing to even put up a fa?ade of going after 
the corrupt. Hence it is difficult for the Congress 
now to get back to a point where it can claim to 
having a clean record. The other regional parties 
don’t have much to show to their credit as having 
done much in the task of nation-building. Many 
have been busy nurturing their pocket boroughs 
to spare any thought for the country.

The BJP on the contrary in its 9-year plus jour­
ney has taken up several issues that ostensibly 
afflict the country and had remained on track as 
far as corruption goes, barring the electoral bond 
scheme and crony-capitalism which has been 
overtly and covertly promoted. If the BJP clears 
the decks this time there will be far-reaching 
consequences for religious and other minori­
ties such as tribals, Dalits etc. Against this, it 
is important for political parties in small states 
like Meghalaya to desist from playing divisive 
politics because what is crucial now is for parties 
that don’t want a rewritirfg ofthe Constitutional 
to dumb down the principles enunciated by the 
founding fathers with a stress on diversity and 
secularism, to come together and build solidarity 
so as to unitedly push back the BJP’s gameplan. 
But can we expect political parties in Meghalaya 
to rise above their petty politics?

Khasi victimhood: Is it 
based on facts?

As of the writing of this 
article, no arrest has been 
made for the killing of a daily 
wage labourer at Mawlai 
Mawroh. I am not trying to 
be cynical here, but I don’t 
see any arrest happening 
before the voting is over. The 
government might fear that if 
the people arrested were to 
belong to a pressure group 
or even some local boys, 
this could create an anti- 
government sentiment in the 
local populace, which could 
play a decisive role in the 
voting that is going to take 
place in a few days. But why 
would taking action against a 
heinous crime be something 
that should have such huge 
political implications? The 
answer lies in the ‘Khasi 
victimhood’ mentality that 
is rife among a large section 
of the Khasi populace, which 
claims that the law is harsher 
on the local indigenous popu­
lation but more lenient on the 
non-indigenous population. 
That sentiment is very wide­
spread, and it can be observed 
in everyday conversation.

The night after the killing 
of a daily wage labourer, 
there was a video circulating 
of Brighstarwell Marbaniang, 
the MLA of Mawlai, who was 
seen stating in a public meet­
ing that when unsavoury ele­
ments chant Jai Shree Ram 
in front of churches with the 
intention to create mischief, 
they are never apprehended. 
But when someone shouts Ha 
U Prah, the administration 
is quick to arrest them. The 
particular incident mentioned 
by Brightstarwell was a VHP 
(Vishwa Hindu Parishad) 
rally held onApril 2,2023. In 
this rally, a group of people 
in two-wheelers, cars, and 
buses stopped outside Laban 
Presbyterian Church around 
1 p.m. when the church was 
having its service and chant­
ed slogans like “Jai Sree 
Ram.” It is also claimed that 
passersby also heard people 
who were part of the rally 
shouting that they would turn 
“Meghalaya into a Hindu 
State, and the situation of 
Gujarat riots will take place 
in Meghalaya soon.” These 
kinds of scenes and reports 
on them are quite common 
in the mainland, where such 
groups are known to go to 
minority areas, like those of 
Muslims, with the intention 
of instigating trouble. Other 
minority groups are also tar­
geted during such occasions. 
For example, in September 
2020, there was news from 
Jharkhand that indigenous 
tribal Christians were beaten 
and forced to chant “Jai Sree 
Ram.” Brightstarwell claims 
that no one was arrested for 
making this provocation. I 
cannot verify that claim, but 
I believe him. But, conve­
niently, he seems to omit the 
many instances when local 
pressure groups have also 
created disturbances in the 
state and little or no action is 
taken against them.

In his 2023 article, ‘Me­
ghalaya: Does Police use 
‘brutal force’ as often as 
Opposition claims?’ Larry 
Sohtun questioned whether 
the opposition’s attack on the

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

government regarding police 
brutality in the last autumn 
session of the Meghalaya As­
sembly was justified. Accord­
ing to him, the data stands in 
stark contrast to the claims of 
police insensitivity. A starred 
question to the Home Depart­
ment (Police) revealed that in 
the last year, there have been 
33 violations of CrPC Sec­
tion 144, with three turning 
violent and warranting police 
intervention. This reveals, 
according to Larry Sohtun, 
an alarming pattern where 
certain groups seem to hold 
sway, effectively handcuffing 
the police from performing 
their duty. Were the people 
who violated CrPC Section 
144 and engaged in violence 
arrested and prosecuted? I 
don’t know, but I think we all 
can guess the answer to that 
question. Though the video 
clip of Brightstarwell claim­
ing partiality in treatment was 
only a few minutes long, I am 
not sure he mentioned these 
instances as well. But maybe 
if someone has the entire 
video, they can upload it, and 
we can verify if my assump­
tion, is wrong. So if ‘Khasi 
victimhood’ is because of 
the VHP incident, I feel it is 
misplaced as the administra­
tion does not take action 
even when local groups are 
the ones who foment trouble 
in the state. However, is the 
rally by VHP the source of 
‘Khasi victimhood’? Not 
entirely.

Another ‘Khasi victim­
hood’ trope is regarding the 
killing of Lurshai Hynniewta 
in Ichamati during the an- 
ti-CAA protest. There is a 
widespread feeling that his 
killers have not been brought 
to justice even after more 
than four years have passed. 
Actually, after the killing 
and the resultant violence, 
24 people were arrested and 
around 70 were charged. The 
main accused, from what I 
remember from newspaper 
reports, however, had fled 
to Bangladesh. Unless the 
Indian government has an 
extradition treaty, it will be 
difficult to apprehend him. 
Also I am not sure that those 
arrested have been convicted 
of the murder of Lurshai 
Hynniewta, which could 
mean that his killers have not 
been brought to justice. So, 
yes, there is a travesty of jus­
tice for Lurshai Hynniewta 
and his family. But has there 
been justice for Uphas Uddin, 
who was killed in Sheila after 
the Violence broke out? What 
about Akash Ali, Ajay Kuri, 
Rikesh Das, Satya Modak, 
Deepak Kumar, Pradeep 
Kuri, Aman Kr Shah, Jadur 
Choudhury, and Rupsang 
Dewan, who were stabbed 
in Shillong, with the last one 
dying from his wounds? In 
2013, three people were burnt 
alive in Shillong after mis­
creants hurled petrol bombs 
at three shops in Motphran, 
Bishnupur, and Police Ba­
zar during protests over the 
implementation of the Inner 
Line Permit (ILP). Have the 
people responsible for these

crimes been arrested and 
prosecuted? If anyone has 
been prosecuted for all the 
other murders, someone can 
write a rejoinder that there 
is no failure of justice, and I 
will apologize and take back 
my article. But till then, it 
seems clear that denial of 
justice is not just for Lurshai 
Hynniewta but for Uphas 
Uddin, Rupsang Dewan, and 
many others. So, where is this 
‘Khasi victimhood’ coming 
from?

A recent opinion poll con­
ducted by 4Front Media in 
Pynursla showed people’s 
disillusionment with the 
whole Jaidbynriew claim. 
According to some of the 
people interviewed, everyone 
claims to love the Jaidbyn­
riew, but when it comes to 
serving the people, they are 
nowhere to be found. Some 
lamented that the poor are 
always neglected, with the 
‘High Level’ people only 
interested in furthering then- 
own personal gains. ‘High 
Level’ is a pejorative term 
used for people in power 
who are engaged in corrup­
tion and amassing wealth 
at the expense of common 
citizens. Most of the time, 
they are associated with the 
coal mafia.

The insidious impact of 
this group was felt in 2015 
when Sub-Inspector Pear- 
lystone Joshua Marbaniang 
died of suicide after he seized 
32 illegal coal-laden trucks 
in Patharkhmah, Ri-Bhoi. 
Granville Hardy Passah, the 
Block Development Officer 
of Jirang in Ri-Bhoi district, 
and four others were arrested 
for abetting the suicide. The 
other four were Centerwell 
Doloi, a Sordar (headman) 
of Sohkyrbam-Domphlang 
village; Federation of Khasi, 
Jaintia, and Garo People 
(FKJGP) president-in-charge 
(western zone) Shemphang 
Nongtri; FKJGP member 
Lawyer Syngkli; and contrac­
tor Comingstar Kharbani. 
All these names belong to 
members of the indigenous 
community, which means 
that the people who are ex­
ploiting the local indigenous 
population are from their own 
community. The case of Pear- 
lystone Joshua Marbaniang is 
quite personal for me because 
he was my immediate senior 
at the university. I didn’t talk 
to him much, but I remember 
him walking through the cor­
ridor and taking part in games 
held at the university. His 
death is a personal loss.

There are a lot of com­
plaints about widespread 
corruption and the denial of 
basic services to the co'mmon 
citizens in the state. When 
one looks at those who con­
trol the government and make 
all the decisions, barring a 
couple, they all belong to the 
indigenous communities of 
the state. So, if there is some­
one who has to be blamed 
for turning Meghalaya into 
one of the poorest states in 
the country, the blame lies 
with the indigenous com­
munities themselves. But

the perception on the ground 
and the hatred towards the 
non-indigenous community 
appears to suggest that there 
is a deliberate attempt to pin 
the blame on an easy target. 
For many years; there has 
been a persistent attempt to 
demand ILP in the state, cit­
ing increased immigration 
into the state. However, the 
data does not support such 
a claim. The Census reports 
have clearly shown that the 
non-tribal/non-indigenous 
population of the state has de­
clined from 19.52% in 1971 
to 13.85% in 2011. Shillong 
City has been the epicenter 
of the claims of increasing 
immigration, but here as well, 
the data does not support such 
a claim. The population of 
indigenous communities in 
the Shillong Urban Agglom­
eration has also increased 
from 42% in 1971 to more 
than 60% in 2011. So, where 
is the fear of being swamped 
by immigrants, which fuels 
this hatred, coming from? 
It is important to remember 
that the violence against the 
non-indigenous population 
in the state predates the CAA, 
which does pose a genuine 
threat.

The ‘Khasi victimhood’ 
appears to be a false one, es­
pecially when it is used to tar­
get the non-indigenous popu­
lation. Instead, it is fuelled by 
a fear that is unfounded and 
seems to have been planted to 
blind people from the looting 
that is taking place, perpe­
trated by the members of their 
own community. This allows 
Jaidbynriew politics to stay 
alive and enables people to 
build political careers based 
on claims of being the protec­
tors of the community. When 
Brightstarwell talks about the 
partiality of the administra­
tion in relation to the action 
taken against those who sup­
port the VPP as compared 
to the lack of action taken 
against the VHP members, 
it emerges from that ‘Khasi 
victimhood’ mentality where, 
despite being the majority, the 
local indigenous population is 
always the victim.

But in fairness, it is also to 
be acknowledged that among 
all the parties in the fray, the 
VPP are the only ones (bar­
ring the government and the 
BJP) who have condemned 
the violence in Ichamati and 
Mawlai Mawroh. They were 
also in Laitumkhrah, claiming 
that the party was created not 
to harm the non-indigenous 
population but to fight against 
corruption. But they cannot 
deny that many of the people 
who support them carry that 
‘Khasi victimhood’ mentality, 
which only deepens the divide 
between the communities in 
the state. Unless that is dis­
mantled, their claim of bring­
ing about clean governance 
and destroying corruption 
will always be thwarted. In 
the process, the common 
citizens of Meghalaya will 
continue to suffer from poor 
governance and live in fear 
and uncertainty.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f the 
author and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to any 
organisation or institution)

By VK Lyngdoh

The Constitution (One 
Hundred and Twenty-Eighth 
Amendment) Bill, 2023 was 
introduced in Lok Sabha on 
September 19,2023. The Bill 
seeks to reserve one-third of 
all seats for women in Lok 
Sabha and State Legislative 
Assemblies. A similar Bill 
had been introduced in Ra- 
jya Sabha in 2008, and was 
passed by the House two 
years later. It lapsed after the 
dissolution of the 15th Lok 
Sabha in 2014.

According to PRS Leg­
islative Research, women 
representation in Lok Sabha 
has increased from 5% in 
the first Lok Sabha to 15% 
in the current Lok Sabha. 
Scandinavian countries such 
as Sweden and Norway, and 
South Africa have more than 
45% women representation 
in their national legislatures. 
Japan at 10%, lags behind 
India. Currently, 15% of 
Lok Sabha MPs and 13% 
of Rajya Sabha MPs are 
women. Among parties with 
more than 10 seats in Lok 
Sabha, 42% of Biju Janata 
Dal MPs and 39% of TMC 
MPs are women. In Rajya 
Sabha, 17% of INC MPs 
are women. TMC and BJD 
fielded the highest proportion 
of women candidates. Across 
parties with 10 or more MPs,

seats include those vacated 
by two women MPs, Sonia 
Gandhi (Rae Bareli, as she 
joined the Rajya Sabha) and 
Mahua Moitra (Krishnana- 
gar, who was expelled).

Education Levels 
According to a nonprofit 

PRS Legislative Research 
there is no significant dif­
ference in the educational 
qualifications of men and 
women Members of Parlia­
ment in the 17th Lok Sabha. 
While 48% of male MPs 
are graduates, the number is 
43% among women. Twen­
ty-eight percent of wom­
en MPs are postgraduates 
against 23% of their male 
counterparts. At 7%, the 
number of doctorate-holders 
is the same among men and 
women. The research also 
points out that women’s 
attendance -  a mark of par­
liamentary participation -  is 
slightly lower- (77%) than 
that for men (&0%).

Lok Sabha elections 
in Meghalaya 

Since the general election 
to the Lok Sabha in 1977, 
Meghalaya has never elected 
a woman as a Member of 
Parliament to the Lok Sabha, 
except in 2019 from 2 Tura 
Parliamentary Constituency 
when Agatha Sangma was 
elected as a National Peo-

“The lone MPs for Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
and Daman and Diu as well as Chandigarh 

are both women. There’s one woman MPeach 
for Meghalaya and Tripura, which overall have 2 
Lok Sabha members. Meanwhile, die number is 

1 out of 7for national capital Delhi (14%). ”

women were as likely to win 
as men.

According to the ABP 
News Bureau in the 17th Lok 
Sabha, smaller states as well 
as Union territories, which 
account for fewer MPs, ac­
count for a better representa­
tion of women. The lone MPs 
for Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
and Daman and Diu as well as 
Chandigarh are both women. 
There’s one woman MP each 
for Meghalaya and Tripura, 
which overall have 2 Lok 
Sabha members. Meanwhile, 
the number is 1 out of 7 for 
national capital Delhi (14%). 
Among* the bigger states, Od- 
isha has the highest share of 
womenMPs, at7 outof21 (33 
percent). In the states that send 
the highest number of MPs to 
the Lok Sabha, the share is 
much lower: Only 11 of Uttar 
Pradesh’s 80 MPs are women 
(14%), while the number is 3 
out of 39 forTamilNadu (8%). 
Eight of Maharashtra’s 48 
MPs are women (17%), while 
West Bengal, with women 
comprising nearly a quarter of 
its MPs (10 out of 42), does 
slightly better. Other states at 
or closer to the quarter mark 
are Himachal Pradesh (1 out 
of 4) and Gujarat (6 out of 
26). This data is derived 
from the current Lok Sabha 
composition, which takes 
into account the by polls that 
have taken place since 2019. 
As things stand, 27 seats are 
vacant, including three in UP, 
two in Maharashtra, and one 
in West Bengal. The vacant

pie’s Party candidate scoring 
3,04,455 votes defeating 
Dr Mukul Sangma of the 
Indian National Congress 
by a margin of64,030 votes. 
1 Shillong Parliamentary 
Constituency never saw-a 
woman contesting the Lok 
Sabha since 1977 except 
Dr Elizabeth Laitflang who 
in 1998 contested from the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and 
she came fifth by scoring 
33,557 votes while Anilla D 
Shira of the BJP contested 
twice from 2 Tura Parlia­
mentary constituency in
1996 and 1998 and was the 
runners up in both the years 
scoring 35,634 votes and 
42,061 votes respectively. 
She was defeated by (Late) 
Pumo Agitok Sangma of the 
Indian National Congress in 
both the years by a margin of 
1,84,790 and 1,77,659 votes 
respectively.

This time the matrilineal 
Meghalaya is having two 
women candidates contest­
ing the 18th Lok Sabha 
on 19th April 2024, Dr M 
Ampareen Lyngdoh from
1 Shillong Parliamentary 
Constituency, a constitu­
ency which has more than 6 
Lakhs female voters and sit­
ting MP, Agatha K Sangma 
from 2 Tura Parliamentary 
Constituency, a constituency 
which has around 4 lakhs 
female voters. It could be 
anybody’s game in both 
the constituencies but both 
women are campaigning 
vigorously.

Letters to the Kditor

Can we take 
a pledge for 

peace?
Editor,
The harrowing news of 

the brutal broad daylight 
murder of a non-tribal la­
bourer at Mawroh, serves 
as a stark reminder of the 
urgent need for empathy and 
compassion in our society. 
It compels us to reevaluate 
how we perceive and interact 
with one another, urging us 
to view our fellow human 
beings not through the lens 
o f superficial differences 
such as community, race, 
religion, or caste, but as be­
ings united by our common 
humanity.

In the wake o f such a 
tragic and senseless crime, 
it is imperative that we ask 
these probing questions: 
Why was the victim singled 
out as the target o f such 
unwarranted aggression? 
What led the perpetrators 
to harbour such hatred and 
animosity towards him? And 
what transgressions, real or

perceived, did they believe 
justified their actions? Who 
granted these individuals the 
audacity to take the law into 
their own hands and mete out 
vigilante justice? Covering 
their faces only implies their 
awareness of the illegality of 
their deeds. Their action was 
an exhibition of a disregard 
of the sanctity of human life. 
Who granted them the power 
to destroy that which they 
cannot create?

As a society, we must 
confront these uncomfort­
able truths and hold those 
responsible for such heinous 
acts accountable. We must 
demand justice for the in­
nocent victim whose life 
was unjustly cut short, and 
we must work tirelessly to 
dismantle the system of op­
pression and prejudice that 
breeds such violence.

The brutal murder reveals 
a disturbing truth: that some 
individuals feel entitled to 
mete out violence against 
those they view as outsid­
ers or inferior. The victim's 
crime, in their eyes, was 
simply being a non-tribal 
individual seeking work to

support his family. His status 
as a petty worker made him- 
vulnerable to the monstrous 
cruelty inflicted upon him. 
The fact that they targeted 
the non-tribals while spared 
one of their own is violence 
borne out of an ideology of 
being communal. The per­
petrators were well aware of 
the illegality and immorality 
of their actions hence conceal 
their identities by covering 
their faces. Can they be al­
lowed to go scot-free? Will 
the perpetrators of crime be 
punished? Will the victim 
and his grieving family ever 
get justice? These are ques­
tions that weigh heavy in our 
hearts, and the uncertainty 
surrounding their answers 
only deepens our sense of 
despair.

This incident serves as 
a poignant reminder of our 
increasing unwillingness to 
coexist in peace and har­
mony. In a world marked by 
rapid development and trans­
formation, we appear to have 
taken a turn for the worse. 
The mindset of intolerance 
has reached such heights that 
it seems to overshadow the

greater good that a human 
being is bom with. It is time 
we pause and reflect if this is 
the legacy we wish to impart 
to future generations? Do we 
want our children to inherit 
a world where divisiveness 
and conflict prevail over co­
operation and understanding? 
We must strive for a more 
compassionate and inclusive 
society, one where empathy 
and respect guide our inter­
actions with one another and 
not one that will only kill and 
murder. Can’t we cultivate 
empathy, foster understand­
ing, and pledge peace, for 
the good of our children and 
generations to come? A world 
where harmony and unity 
reign supreme will be a world 
we must live in.

Yours etc., 
Jenniefer Dkhar, 

Via email

Intolerance 
and hatred on 

the rise
Editor,
Intolerance and hatred are

destructive forces that under­
mine the fabric of societies, 
erode human rights and fuel 
conflict and violence. Intoler­
ance refers to the unwilling­
ness or refusal to accept or 
respect beliefs, opinions or 
practices that differ from 
one's own. It can manifest 
in different forms, includ­
ing racism, religious bigotry 
and discrimination based on 
nationality, ethnicity or social 
status.

Hatred on the other hand, 
is a deep and intense feeling 
of hostility, animosity, or 
aversion towards individuals 
or groups perceived as differ­
ent or inferior to one’s own. It 
often stems from ignorance, 
prejudice, or a sense of su­
periority and can lead to acts 
of violence, discrimination 
and dehumanization. One of 
the most significant conse­
quences of intolerance and 
hatred is violation of human 
rights. When individuals and 
communities are marginal­
ized, discriminated against 
or denied equal opportuni­
ties because of their race,

religion, their fundamental 
rights to freedom, dignity and 
equality are compromised.

Intolerance and hatred 
have led to some of the dark­
est chapters in human his­
tory. Can we forget the eth­
nic cleansing in Bosnia and 
Rwanda? Ultimately, creating 
a world free from intoler­
ance and hatred requires a 
collective commitment from 
authorities, civil society, reli­
gious leaders and individuals 
alike. We can build societies 
that embrace the richness of 
human differences and thrive 
on the principles of equality, 
justice and peace.

Yours etc., 
Anjan Kumar Das.

Shillong- 6

Why the need 
for CAA & 

NRC?
Editor,
Patricia Mukhim rightly 

expressed her apprehension 
about the possible link be­
tween the sudden spurt of

violence in Meghalaya and 
the Citizenship (Amend­
ment) Act, 2019 (CAA) in 
the article, "Mindless killing 
and Khasi society's response 
(ST, April 12,2024).

Sujit Dutta and Esan Singh 
were found dead at Ichamati 
in Meghalaya's East Khasi 
Hills district on March 27, 
hours after an organisation 
took out a protest against 
the CAA. Recently, a local 
non-tribal labourer was killed 
in Meghalaya in spite of his 
having a labour licence. It 
appears that the CAA has 
increased the divide between 
tribal and non-tribal people 
of Meghalaya.

The NRC-CAA combina­
tion and the non-acceptance 
of a voter-ID as a sufficient 
document for citizenship 
have raised more questions 
than they could answer. Giv­
en the Members of the Lok 
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha are 
directly elected by the vot­
ers, it is akin to putting a big 
question mark behind all of 
them. Should a government 
ask some voters to prove

whether they are citizens 
of a country or not after 
being elected by the votes 
including the votes of those 
voters?

How could a govern­
ment challenge the way 
it had been elected while 
completing its term of five 
years? Moreover, the CAA 
has gone against the secular 
character of the Constitution 
by removing one particular 
religion from the selection 
process.

Anything that can in­
crease the divide between 
different communities and 
create fear psychosis in the 
minds of the voters of our 
country should be avoided. 
It could spell disaster in our 
country which has achieved 
unity by accepting its rich 
diversity.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 
Kolkata

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times
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Inside West Asia
FEARS of a full-scale war persists in West Asia 
-  after Iran fired missiles and attempted bomb­
ing of Israel in coordinated hits on Saturday. 
This was in retaliation to an Israeli airstrike on 
a consular building in Damascus, Syria, kill­
ing two military generals and five more of the 
Revolutionary Guards on April 1. The Jewish 
state, with its superior war technology, thwarted 
the rush of these missiles inside its territory for 
most part, and no serious harm was caused. The 
situation is tailor-made for a major escalation ! 
as Israel sees sufficient grounds for ‘retalia­
tion’, possibly targeting Teheran’s well-guarded 
nuclear installations.

Israel’s war cabinet, meeting on Tuesday 
for the third time since the Iranian counter­
offensive, is unlikely to let things pass. The 
Israeli defence chief has affirmed that this rain­
ing of missiles “will be met with a response.” 
The question is when. Iran’s president Ebrahim 
Raisi has warned that even the smallest action 
against Iranian interests “will certainly be met 
with a severe, widespread and painful response.” 
The retaliation, Iran said, ’’would be in a mat­
ter of seconds.” The intervention of the US, a 
close ally of Israel, is expected, for good or for 
worse. The US lawmakers are currently in the 
process of granting more aid to Israel, which 
could include military and monetary assistance. 
On its part, the UN has certified that Israel vio­
lated international law by bombing the Iranian 
consular office in Damascus, which, anyway, is 
clear as sunlight.

It is likely, as is alleged by Jordan, that Israel’s 
abrupt strike on Iranian military guards was 
prompted by a crude intent to shift international 
focus from the six-months-old war in the Gaza 
Strip, where Palestinians are at the receiving 
end of Israel’s aerial bombings and bloodshed. 
Israel has also been attempting to block supply 
of humanitarian aid to the hapless people of 
Gaza, Muslims, tom by the long-held war. The 
offensive started on October 7 last, Israel on 
one side and Hezbollah and other militants on 
the other, with both sides exchanging fire across 
the UN-designated Blue Line that separates 
Lebanon and Israel. Nearly 34,000 Palestinians 
were killed and more than double that number 
wounded by Israeli offensive in the past six 
months. Nearly 50 Palestinians died a day ago 
as Israel continued its aerial bombardment. The 
West Asian crisis has defied a solution after Is­
rael occupied land it seized from Syria in 1967. 
While the US keeps expressing its sympathy 
to the suffering Palestinians, its commitment 
for support is to Israel. Many see Israel as an 
outpost of the US, considering the way the two 
jell. Iranian rulers’ aggressive styles and their 
alleged promotion of international terrorism are 
also worsening the West Asia scenario.

Development under NDA: 
Claims and Reality

Every day, the electronic 
media bombards us with 
claims about India making 
rapid strides in the economic 
sphere under the NDA re­
gime. Fed with visuals of 
industries, roads, airports, 
trains, digital and space tech­
nologies, efforts are on to 
make people believe India is 
marching towards a $5 tril­
lion economy, and emerging 
as a global power. The blitz­
krieg publicity given to state 
sponsored development and 
welfare programs gives the 
impression that all problems 
of poverty, unemployment, 
etc., are things of the past, 
and that India is now enter­
ing a brave new world of 
progress and hope. It’s time 
we interject the government 
claims and see how much of 
them are true.

India’s Growth Rate Sto­
ry: The NDA wants us to 
feel proud that under Modi, 
India has surpassed the UK 
to occupy a fifth position in 
the world ranking of GDP 
ranking. But is this some new 
development? In 2011 itself, 
the IMF claimed India had 
attained a third position in 
the GDP. The NDA’s claim 
hides the fact that India’s 
per capita income in 2022 
was US $2393, whereas 
the per capita income of the 
UK stood at US $45,544. 
India’s per capita income 
is less than 5% of the UK’s 
per capita. Even in Asia, 
many countries have better 
per capita income compared 
to India. Further, India’s 
growth rate under the NDA 
rule stagnated after demon­
etization. India experienced a 
negative growth rate (minus 
5.8%) during 2020-21. The 
next year the government 
claimed 9 percent growth, 
which actually meant only a 
positive growth of only 3.2 
percent. India could never 
attain pre-pandemic growth 
rate. The average annual 
growth rate under Congress 
led government (2004-14) 
was 6.8 percent, whereas 
under the NDA government, 
it is only 5.9 percent.

Widening Economic-In­
equalities: India’s growth 
story under the Modi regime 
is marked by increasing eco­
nomic inequalities in the 
country. Total number of 
billionaires in India increased 
to 166 in 2022. The meteoric 
rise of India’s rich was made 
possible by the NDA govern­
ment, which openly chanted 
the LPG (Liberalisation- 
Globalization-Privatization) 
mantra. Now, the Indian 
monopolies are finding a 
foothold in every business- 
railways, airports, shipping 
yards, defense, space re­
search, mines, and oil and

By H. Srikanth .

Letters to the Editor

Excuses for 
violence

Editor,
The theory propounded 

by some readers linking 
CAA (and fictitious NRC) 
as the cause of recent spate 
of racial killings of innocent 
persons in Meghalaya ex­
poses their vicious mindset. 
Why then Meghalaya wit­
nessed most of the racial kill­
ings in the pre-CAAera right 
from 1979? In West Bengal 
too, violence and killings 
are intrinsic part of their 
political culture for over half 
century which also predates 
CAA. The reason for so 
much violence particularly 
in West Bengal is nothing 
but the continuity of tradition 
of violence that has been ac­
cepted by the general people 
since 1960s. Although the 
actors and directors have 
changed with the passage 
of time, but the script has 
remained almost the same in 
any violence prone state like 
West Bengal and Megha­
laya. Right thinking people 
instead of justifying killings 
should endeavour to raise 
their voice against all forms 
of violence in order to break 
the chain so that no more 
innocent lives are lost.

Yours etc., 
NK Kehar 
Shillong-3

A genetic 
analysis of 

Aryan invasion 
theory

Editor,
What we encounter in 

textbooks often shapes our 
beliefs. Having grown up 
reading about the 'Aryan In­
vasion Theory' from my early 
school days, I too continued 
to believe that Hinduism 
was foreign to India, as also 
suggested in a recent article 
by Bhogtoram Mawroh (ST, 
Dated April 11). This belief 
I carried along until I came 
across works about the an­
cient treatises authored by 
Swami Vivekananda and 
Sri Aurobindo, as well as 
the influential writings of 
prominent Western intel­
lectuals such as Voltaire and 
Schopenhauer. However, 
after much effort and critical 
study, I eventually came to 
understand a deeper, more 
accurate truth.

Vivekananda saw the idea 
of “Aryan Invasion Theory” 
as nothing more than colo­
nial tall tales, conveniently 
spun to justify Western su­
premacy over Eastern civili­
zations - sort of like giving a 
scholarly veneer to cover up 
their intrinsic notoriety and 
imperialistic ambition. Sri

gas. The rapid growth of 
the rich was accompanied 
by the widening economic 
inequalities. According to 
the Oxfam report, the top 5% 
Indians hold 60% of national 
wealth, whereas the bottom 
50% hardly owns 3% of the 
national wealth. India’s top 
57 billionaires own as much 
as what the bottom 90% of 
Indians own.

The NDA government 
claims that its policies have 
drastically reduced poverty 
in the country from 24.8% in 
2015-16 to 11.28% in 2022- 
23. But many economists and 
activists doubt the figures, 
and attribute the poverty 
figures to the changes in the 
definition and methodologies 
of identifying the poor. The 
government’s claims contra­
dict with other reliable data 
of reputed international and 
national agencies. National 
Health Survey Report in 
2017 stated that 19 crore 
people in the country were 
compelled to sleep on an 
empty stomach every night. 
Nearly 4500 children below 
the age of five die every day 
out of hunger. According 
to the Food & Agriculture 
report of 2018, the number 
of undernourished people in 
India is 14.8% more than the 
global and Asian average. 
According to recent reports, 
India occupies 134th position 
out of 193 countries in global 
HDI index and is placed at 
111th position among 125 
countries in Global Hunger 
Index. In its recent elec­
tion manifesto, in the name 
of Modi’s guarantee, BJP 
promises free ration to 80 
crore population for the next 
five years. Why should the 
government provide free 
ration to over 50 percent of 
the Indian population, if the 
government really believes 
that only 20 crore Indians 
are poor? The government 
knows its poverty figures 
are fudged.

G row ing U nem ploy­
ment: Modi’s government 
rejects the NSSO and the 
ILO’s figures on growing 
unemployment in India, 
and argues that its economic 
policies have addressed the 
problem of unemployment. 
But the facts tell a different 
story. Privatization, demon­
etization, moratorium on 
filling of the vacant posts 
in the PSUs, the effects of 
the Covid pandemic, and the 
decline of labour-intensive 
industries have drastically 
reduced employment op­
portunities in the country 
and India has been experi­
encing jobless growth. Ag-

nipath scheme enforced by 
Modi’s government denies 
permanent employment in 
defense forces to the aspir­
ing youth. The intensity 
of unemployment can be 
understood from the recent 
incidents. When the Indian 
Railways advertised for 
90 thousand non-technical 
posts, one crore fifty lakh 
unemployed people applied 
for it. 255 among them are 
Ph.D. holders. In UP, for 
60 thousand constable jobs, 
48 lakh people applied. 
Even after knowing the 
dangers of working in war- 
torn countries, thousands of 
unemployed Indians have 
registered their names for 
jobs in Israel.

Rise in prices of essential 
commodities: The NDA 
government has been claim­
ing that the inflation rate in 
the country is under control. 
Whatever be the govern­
ment figures, the citizens 
through their lived experi­
ence know how the prices 
of all essential commodi­
ties- cereals, dal, cooking 
oil, sugar, vegetables and 
medicines have skyrocketed 
in recent years. In 2011 
when international crude 
oil prices reached US $115 
dollars, Manmohan Singh 
government increased the 
gas cylinder price to over 
Rs. 400. BJP leaders then 
created ruckus both inside 
and outside the parliament. 
But, after Modi came to pow­
er international crude prices 
fell down to $20 per barrel 
in 2016. Even then, Modi 
government did not reduce 
the oil and gas prices. Today 
the barrel price is around $86 
per barrel, still less than what 
it was in 2011. Yet, the prices 
of gas, petrol and diesel are 
more than double the price of 
what it was during the Con­
gress regime. Only because 
of the Lok Sabha elections, 
the prices of petrol, diesel 
and cooking gas are reduced 
a little. Everyone knows the 
prices will again go up once 
the elections are over.

Agriculture, Education 
and Health: According to of­
ficial reports, around half of 
the agricultural households 
(50.2%) were in debt in 2019. 
Outstanding agriculture loans 
from the commercial banks 
stood at 18.4 lakh crores in 
2020-21. The average earn­
ings of an Indian farmers are 
only ten thousand rupees. In 
some states like Jharkhand, 
Orissa and West Bengal, the 
income is just around Rs. 
4,800. Even to this day, the 
farmers’ suicide cases con­
tinue. The number of farmers

Aurobindo in his writings, 
logically emphasized the 
continuity and depth of In­
dian civilization, suggesting 
that its spiritual and cultural 
traditions developed locally 
over millennia. He viewed 
the idea of an Aryan invasion 
as part of a colonial narrative 
that undermined and misrep­
resented the ancient history 
of India and its civilization. 
Not only did the aforemen­
tioned spiritual leaders reject 
the hypothetical AIT out­
right, but so did Mahatma 
Ghandhi, Lala Lajpat Rai, 
and Rabindranath Thakur.

Nevertheless, with major 
breakthroughs in “genetic 
science," many aspects pre­
viously considered “un­
knowable” have become 
quite clear. Yes, genetic 
studies have over the years 
gained the ability to under­
stand “human history,” and 
mass population migration 
by simply studying micro­
scopic DNA- Here, I wish 
to reiterate that the succes­
sive findings from genetic 
researchers in the late 20th 
century dealt a significant 
blow to the 'Aryan Invasion 
Theory'.

Studies of DNA samples 
from ancient skeletons in 
the region have revealed a 
lack of gene flow from out­
side populations into India 
in the last 10,000 to 15,000

years, which would sug­
gest a large-scale migration 
or invasion .was more fie- 
tion than fact. The eminent 
French archaeologist and 
author, Jean-Paul Demoule, 
has underscored the com­
plete lack of archaeological 
evidence for any abrupt 
invasion. He argued that 
the available evidence com­
pletely fails to substantiate 
the historical narrative of a 
sudden incursion by Indo- 
Aryan groups.

What is no less aston­
ishing is that the idea of 
the Aryan Invasion Theory 
(AIT) was proposed as re­
cently as the 19th century 
by our colonial masters and 
was 'absolutely unknown' to 
anyone before then. Well, 
the prime motive o f the 
British was to “sow” the 
seeds of discord and antago­
nism between the Aryan and 
Dravidian groups in order to 
prevent them from uniting 
and standing together on a 
common platform. It was a 
devious mission towards a 
divide and rule policy. How­
ever, regrettably, even after 
being thoroughly discred­
ited by the aforementioned 
modem thinkers and leaders, 
Indian academia continued to 
propagate AIT as true, as if 
clinging to a sinking ship!

Very importantly, no­
where in the extensive an­

cient scriptures, including 
the Vedas, Upanishads, Ra- 
mayana, Mahabharata, and 
Yoga Vasistha, nor in the 
voluminous mythical folk­
lore and tales, is there any 
mention of Aryans invading 
or migrating to India from the 
West. These ancient treatises 
elaborately discuss the now- 
defunct Saraswati River, 
where the Vedic civilization 
flourished.

However, we have noth­
ing to say if some people still 
hold 'Aryan Invasion Theory' 
close to their chests, as ad­
vanced by the likes of Max 
Mueller and celebrated by 
intellectuals with a specific 
ideology.

Very interestingly, after 
serious studies of the ancient 
literature and history of the 
East, Francois Voltaire pro­
claimed: "I am convinced 
that everything has come 
down to us from the banks of 
the Ganges — astronomy, as­
trology, metempsychosis, etc. 
It is very important to note 
that some 2,500 years ago 
at the least, Pythagoras went 
from Samos to the Ganges to 
learn geometry.....”.

Furthermore, the eminent 
American historian and phi­
losopher Will Durant, praised 
the ancientness of India with 
great admiration by saying: 
“India was the motherland 
of our race, and Sanskrit

who died by suicide in 2022 
stood at 11,290, an increase 
of over 3.75% compared to 
the previous year’s figure. 
The NDA government pro­
posed the farm laws promis­
ing multi-hold increase in 
the agriculture income. But 
the farmers rejected them as 
they viewed the farm laws en­
ables the corporate to control 
agriculture. Under pressure, 
Modi government was forced 
to withdraw the farm laws. 
However, it is still silent on 
the farmers’ demand for the 
MSP.

The NDA government 
introduced the NEP 2020 
and promised quality educa­
tion that meets international 
standards. But the govern­
ment does not allocate ad­
equate funds for education. 
Health sector is no better. The 
government gives so much 
publicity about AyusWian 
Bharat, and such schemes, but 
the allocation for the health 
sector remains marginal. In 
the last few years, even the 
budget estimates for educa­
tion and health are consider­
ably reduced while doing the 
revised estimates. In absolute 
terms, the budget allocations 
look substantial but if we 
look at them as a percentage 
of the total annual budget, 
it becomes apparent that the 
allocation for education and 
health is marginal and also 
diminishing. For example, 
the budgetary allocation for 
education was reduced from 
2.64% in 2020 to 2.5% in 
2023. Similarly, the budget­
ary allocation for health, 
which accounted for only 
2.2% of the total central bud­
get in 2022, reduced fiirther to 
1.97% in 2023. In the recent 
budget (2024-25) the govern­
ment reduced the allocation 
for the UGC to Rs. 2500 
crores, a drastic decline from 
the previous year’s revised 
estimate of Rs. 6409 crores. 
What would be the quality of 
public education and public 
health in the country with 
such meager allocation is 
anybody’s guess.

Other Economic Indica­
tors: As on 31 st March 2023, 
India’s national debt is placed 
at Rs. 155 lakh crores. The 
national debt nearly tripled 
under the Modi government. 
According to an estimate, 
India borrows Rs. 4 lakhs ev­
ery second. Forty percent of 
central revenue goes towards 
payment of interest for debts 
taken. Every Indian citizen 
carries a debt burden of Rs. 
1.2 lakhs. In 2014, the fiscal 
deficit was 4.5%; now it is 
5.6%. It is a pity that barring 
a few exceptions, the national 
media never presents an ob­
jective account of the national 
economy.

the mother of Europe's lan­
guages. India was the mother 
of our philosophy, of much 
of our mathematics, of self- 
government and democracy. 
In many ways, Mother India 
is the mother of us all.” It is 
immature to doubt the schol­
arship of the world-acclaimed 
researcher who was credited 
with the 11-volume series — 
'The Story of Civilization’.

While Mark Twain was 
fascinated by the Indian sys­
tem of knowledge that he 
visited India and called it 'the 
cradle of the human race, the 
birthplace of human speech,' 
should we still doubt the land 
that we stand on, the land that 
nourished us?"

Come what may, the truth 
should not be smothered by 
false speculation and false 
narratives spread by those 
with devious motives to hurt 
the nation. Indeed, the DNA 
of lies'has already been de­
coded. The erroneous notion 
should not become the opium 
of the learned!

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

VPP is

at straws
By Benjamin Lyngdoh

The fight for the Shillong 
Lok Sabha seat has surpassed 
expectations in terms of in­
terest shown'by the voters 
and the efforts being put forth 
by political parties. Megha­
laya politics has migrated to 
a different level. In the past, 
the nature of debates and 
arguments in its MDC, MLA 
and MP elections was better 
than in most Indian states. 
The voters always viewed 
the political arguments in­
tellectually and the political 
parties took a moderate line 
while presenting their case. 
Now, the gloves are off and 
punching below the waist 
is becoming the norm. The 
personal political attacks 
are on the rise. This change 
started in MLA election 2023 
and by all indications things 
are only going to get more 
politically nasty in the com­
ing years. The reason for 
this is twofold -  the sudden 
and stormy entry of Voice of 
the People Party (VPP) and 
the positioning of National 
People’s Party (NPP) as the 
only party which can govern 
Meghalaya.

The VPP has the advantage 
of freshness and newness in 
the current MP election and 
this will continue till at least 
the coming Autonomous 
District Council elections. 
Whatever they say and claim 
from the election platforms is 
appealing to the voters as the 
truth. This is the sole reason 
for the enormous support it 
is receiving. However, even 
the truth has to be tested. The 
testing of a political truth is 
most unpredictable as in the 
end every politician would 
like to be in power. It is easy 
for VPP to make tall claims 
as it is not in government. 
The real test of the ability 
and capability of a politi­
cal party is when it has the 
responsibility to govern. It 
would be fascinating to see 
VPP govern so as to prove 
if they are for real or just a 
puff of smoke? On the other 
hand, the conundrum and 
desperation of the NPP is 
understood. Politics is about 
voters’ perception and the 
underprivileged voter who 
earns from hand to mouth 
has turned away from the 
NPP. This can be gauged 
from the attendances in their 
meetings particularly in the 
rural hamlets. Amidst the 
decline, it is only recently 
that NPP has really gone 
in aggressively against the 
VPP in its campaigns with 
Deputy CM Prestone Tyn- 
song being the spearhead. 
There is an air of despera­
tion in NPP campaigns and 
if Ampareen Lyngdoh were 
to win it would entirely be 
due to Prestone Tynsong’s 
solo charge.

The VPP is for local con­
sumption only. Even if it wins 
the Shillong seat it will be of 
little significance in terms 
of challenging legislations 
that would adversely impact 
upon Meghalaya. The most 
that it can do is dissent at the 
national level and sell it lo­
cally for even more electoral 
gains. This intended or unin­
tended political approach of 
VPP is playing out well to 
its advantage. In the grand 
scheme of things, whatever 
the result for VPP in the 
Shillong seat it can leverage 
on it for immediate gains in 
the ADC elections. The thrust 
of VPP in the MP election is a 
vehicle to help them do well 
and carry through in MDC 
and MLA elections.

These developm ents 
present a concern for NPP. 
Desperate times calls for 
desperate measures. This ex­
plains the aggression and the 
emotion with which the NPP 
has been campaigning vigor­
ously. At an election meeting 
at Mawlai, Prestone Tynsong 
projected the constituency 
as the roads infrastructural 
link between old Shillong 
and new Shillong. How that 
would work out geographi­
cally is anybody’s guess. It is 
a perfect example of clutch­
ing at straws. But, that is not 
the end of NPP desperation.

CM Conrad Sangma re­
cently said that NPP is a part 
of NDA but north-east India 
comes first. Interesting, as 
Assam the economic power 
house of north-east India is 
saffron through and through. 
The biggest problem for the 
NPP is that it is being viewed 
as a core group partner of 
the BJP.

VPP is riding high on the 
back of some intelligent and 
well-meaning teachers. VPP 
would not have been so pop­
ular with enormous degree 
of acceptance and support 
if it were not because of the 
teachers in its fold. This ex­
plains why the NPP has been 
trying to ban teachers from 
political participation to the 
extent of presently taking 
the matter to the Supreme 
Court. If the ruling were to 
go against the teachers then 
the VPP backbone would 
be broken and the Party too 
would come crashing down. 
The hopes and dreams of the 
underprivileged voter might 
just come to an untimely and 
heartbreaking end. It is basi­
cally for such reasons that 
overselling is best avoided.

While VPP continues 
to oversell itself, the NPP 
situation in the immediate 
future is troubling. BJP did 
not give up the Shillong and 
Tura seats out of love for 
NPP. It is a give and take 
political arrangement. Ex­
pect some plump and high 
positions for Meghalaya BJP 
in MDA 2.0 after the results 
are declared on June 4,2024. 
Further, NPP will be forced 
to push the BJP’s agenda in 
Meghalaya. These include 
issues like one nation, one 
election, CAA and UCC, etc. 
How CM Conrad Sangma 
would be balancing these 
issues would be intriguing. 
Would he buckle under pres­
sure or fight?

The VPP is clear with 
its vision and mission. It 
continuously talks about a 
better, new and sustainable 
Meghalaya. It projects itself 
as the hero of the Khasi-Pnar 
community. However, how it 
would attain its vision is not 
clear. Deputy CM Prestone 
Tynsong asked VPP about 
its blueprint. The VPP re­
plied to this by saying that 
its blueprint is the rule of 
law and justice, etc., while 
even quoting the United 
Nations. It is to be noted 
that what VPP projected as 
its blueprint was actually not 
so, rather, it was a statement 
of values that they uphold. In 
actuality, a blueprint basical­
ly refers to a plan of action 
or strategy or framework 
on how the vision would be 
achieved. Interestingly, after 
the blueprint reply of VPP, 
NPP did not raise the issue 
anymore. Did Prestone Tyn­
song also mistake values for 
a blueprint? Is NPP so poor 
in understanding and differ­
entiation of terms? At least 
VPP has stated its values as 
rule of law, etc. NPP finds 
it difficult to even state its 
values with so many politi­
cal appointees under its fold 
and acquiescing with the 
BJP ideology, etc. Otherwise 
why would the two parties 
stand on the same platform? 
However, credit must be 
given where due. The NPP is 
very good at marketing and 
presenting a feel good factor 
to the voters.

In the final analysis, the 
most important day for Me­
ghalaya vis a vis the 18th 
Lok Sabha election is not 
April 19, 2024. The ac­
tual red-letter day is June 4, 
2024. For on that day the po­
litical scenario of Meghalaya 
would change drastically. 
The VPP would have to 
deliver on its tall claims and 
promises and the NPP would 
have to deal with a very 
uncomfortable relationship 
with the BJP. Meghalaya 
politics has never been this 
interesting and intriguing. 
Further, it is bound to con­
tinue that way for at least 
into the foreseeable future.

(The writer teaches at 
NEHU; email: blyngdoh@ 
gmail.com)
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Election sound and fury climaxes
AT no time in the past have two political parties been 
at each other’s throats as this time. While there are 
four political parties in the fray and one Independent 
candidate. The Congress campaign was largely sub­
dued. The UDP candidate contesting under the RDA 
alliance also was not much heard. This time around 
candidates seem to rely a lot on social media messag­
ing than on constituency visits as this takes a huge 
toll on candidates and their parties. In fact, political 
parties organised parallel meetings at several places 
and leaders spoke on behalf of the candidates who 
are probably speaking at another venue. Technology 
has taken us by storm but political parties still rely 
on the tried and tested public meetings where they 
mobilise volunteers and even transport them from 
different places as a show of strength. At every public 
meeting political parties boast of the physical pres­
ence of supporters they managed to gamer. In most 
cases it is only the hardcore supporters of the party 
that would brave the night and cold and sit through 
hours of political bickering.

Judging by the sound and fury at every public 
meeting for the Shillong Parliamentary seat, it would 
seem that the fight is between the NPP and VPP. 
The Congress, UDP and Independent candidates 
had low key meetings that were relatively decent 
and refrained from name calling. The candidates 
explained their party position vis a vis the Lok Sabha 
election and what stances they would take if they 
are elected. All the parties however took a pot shot 
at the NPP for being the doppelganger of the BJP 
at a time when there was need to resist the attempt 
by the saffron party to consolidate its position to 
effect constitutional changes that are far reaching. 
The NPP is being taunted as the enabler for such a 
vile objective of the BJP. Further, the NPP had to 
counter allegations of corruption from its first tenure 
(2018-23) of running the state government. There 
were threats and counter threats of filing FIRs for 
disruption of public meetings by supporters of the 
VPP at meetings of the NPP at some venues. The 
VPP vehemently denied that the disruptors were its 
supporters.

In all there was a lot of sound and fury and what 
remains to be seen is whether the political parties 
are able to mobilise their supporters to come to the 
polling station. This time around there has been 
robust mobilisation of voters by the State Election 
Department. Chief Electoral Officer, BDRTiwari has 
expressed hope that the voter turn-out would go up 
to 80% from 71.42% in 2019. It is commonplace for 
people in Meghalaya to drag their feet when it comes 
to the Lok Sabha election. Also, the only party that 
places much score 'on booth level mobilisation of 
voters is the BJP whose karyakartas make sure they 
bring voters to the polling booth. This level of dedi­
cation is lacking in other parties when in fact this is 
the critical part of an election. Herein lies the crucial 
point between winning and losing an election.

Kudos to the VPP but who 
should Meghalaya prefer?

The Voice of the Peoples’ 
Party (VPP) is quite a sen­
sation. The leaders of the 
party have drawn huge and 
passionate crowds in their 
campaigns in the Shillong 
seat. The shouts ‘Ha u Prah’ 
have struck a chord with 
rural Voters. The party has 
become the darling of You- 
Tubers and social media con­
tent creators. Popularity-wise 
the VPP could win hands 
down. However, skeptics 
say money could still play 
a decisive role. The Illegal 
coal cash could flow to every 
nook and comer of the state 
tells its own story. More than 
one crore has even reached 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Irrespective of the voting 
pattern on April 19 and the 
results on June 4, the VPP 
has made massive gains. If 
it pulls off the impossible the 
next KHADC and JHADC 
elections are a foregone 
conclusion. Even if the No­
vember 2021 established 
party copies second or third, 
the trick of the government 
to unjustifiably delay the 
councils’ polls. But it won’t 
save the inevitable. It will 
be a telling humiliation if 
in Nartiang and Pynursla 
the NPP lose. It will be an 
embarrassment if  MLAs 
trail to the VPP in their home 
turfs. NPP and UDP will feel 
the heat if they are relegated 
behind their most hated rival. 
The Congress at least will 
have the anti-incumbency 
excuse. We have to congratu­
late the party for managing to 
pull crowds without offering 
money, free rides, food and 
drink. Kudos for the relent­
less focus on clean politics! 
We need to pat the back of 
Ardent Miller Basaiawmoit 
and other leaders for the 
conviction that elections 
can be won without money. 
It appears the public has be­
lieved in the philosophy. It 
looks like the electorate has 
finally understood the nega­
tive" impact of money power. 
It seems a large section has 
decided not to cast their votes 
for the candidate who distrib­
utes the highest amount. In 
particular, we could see the 
youths stay away from the 
rich candidates and parties. If 
the VPP does emerge victori­
ous it will be historic. Eyen . 
if it falls short the beginning 
has arrived. Positive devel­
opment will take place. The 
change of mentality is here.

The NPP has denied the 
existence of corrupt prac­
tices under its regime. The 
NPP does not agree that 
Meghalaya is part of India 
which is ranked 78th out of 
180 corrupt countries. The 
state’s rulers do not believe 
that Meghalayans are among 
the 62 percent who have paid 
a bribe to a public official ‘ 
at some time. The MDA-II 
government does not go with 
the report that half of Indians 
had first-hand experience 
with paying bribes or using 
contacts to get services from 
government agencies. For

By Albert Thyrniang

the NPP and company the 
VPP need not talk of clean 
politics because it is leading 
a corruption-free govern­
ment.

This author tested it him­
self. Recently I was at home 
(Mawkyrwat constituency) 
due to the demise of my 
mother. The noble soul was 
hardly literate but did all she 
could to educate her children. 
She used to say, ‘We will not 
hesitate even if we have to 
sell the ancestral property for 
your education.’ We return 
to the point. A day after the 
funeral' this writer talked to 
three LP teachers who got 
their jobs recently. All the 
three had to pay more than 
five lakhs to finally receive 
the appointment letters. One 
of them had to sell her paddy 
field. When asked ‘why’ the 
reply was, ‘Te hap ai bad 
iawe bad iawe’ (We have to 
pay underhand to different 
people). They also stated 
that they did not think they 
would have been selected

the tanks and pipes still lay 
dry. So also the surrounding 
villages! Hope the people of 
the state are wise and give 
the VPP a chance to clean up 
the mess. There is no harm 
in beginning with this MP 
election.

The illegal coal mining 
and transportation scam is 
unparalleled The beneficia­
ries could include ministers, 
MLAs, MDCs, other politi­
cians close to the current 
dispensation, bureaucrats 
and police personnel. The 
utter wasteful expenditure on 
the 178 political appointees 
is an open loot from the tiny 
treasury of the state. The 
government has no credibil­
ity in saying that its mind and 
hands are beyond reproach. 
The founders of the VPP have 
long studied people’s predic­
aments and have decided to 
take the plunge prominently 
forcing clean politics to be a 
subject in public discourses. 
The electorate should whole 
heartedly stand by this party

had they not paid the money. 
They confessed that all can­
didates paid money to the 
officials. Here we see that 
bribes are normalised. They 
are accepted as a normal 
practice. To get a government 
job one has to pay bribes. The 
government knows it. But it 
closes its eyes. We hope the 
VPP will tackle this menace 
when it comes to power.

The government is turn­
ing a blind eye to tyrannical 
practices because there is 
corruption at the highest 
levels. The implementation 
of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 
projects is under the scan­
ner. We need not repeat the 
observations of the Control­
ler and Auditor General of 
(C AG). A bit of reality check 
is sufficient to doubt the 
success of the scheme. On 
paper the water connection 
scheme may be top class but 
on the ground it is an evident 
failure, probably due to cor­
ruption. When this author 
inquired from villagers along, 
the Nongstoin-Rangblang 
road, none said water had 
come to their courtyard. 
In Rangblang, a village of 
more than 300 households,

which dares to catch the bull 
by its horns.

Other motivations for 
voters in this election are for 
democracy and secularism. 
Another win for the BJP and 
for Narendra Modi is cer­
tainly bad for the country. We 
could see the country taking 
an anti-democratic and anti­
secular path. Many believe 
Modi is already 80 per cent a 
dictator. The arrest of Arvind 
Kejriwal and the freezing 
of the Congress’ accounts 
are examples. The misuse 
of democratic agencies and 
institutions to tame oppo­
nents are other indicators. 
The accumulation of powers 
under the Prime Minister is 
another compelling pointer. 
The ‘purchase’ of the main­
stream media turning them 
into Modi’s propagandist 
tools is a serious red flag. 
If unchecked the BJP could 
move us to a ‘one nation one 
party’ nation. We could be 
bracketed along with North 
Korea and Russia where the 
citizens are forced to vote 
only for one official party. 
Many already believe that 
elections in India are no lon­
ger free and fair. Results are

manipulated. The Chandi 
garh mayor election recently 
is a clear instance.

For millions Modi is a 
deity. They worship him. 
They mistake him for an 
infallible god. This is what 
the BJP loves, for in his 
name they win election. The 
BJP’s mixing of politics with 
religion is a deadly cocktail. 
Candidates’ campaigns are 
accompanied by ‘Jai Shri 
Ram’ chants. Communali- 
sation and polarisation is 
where the BJP excels. The 
Prime Minister has already 
dragged Opposition leaders 
accusing them of cherishing 
non-vegetarian food (read 
Muslims) during the Hindu 
festivities.

Meghalaya should vote 
to contribute towards saving 
democracy and secularism 
in the country. In fact voters 
should place these two above 
the ‘clean politics’ push of 
the VPP for the simple reason 
that this is a national and 
not a state election. Besides, 
transparency is possible only 
in a democratic and secular 
set up. In a dictatorship there 
is no accountability. At the 
present juncture democracy 
and secularism are the most 
valuable assets. Meghalaya 
should add to the numbers 
that oppose the BJP even if 
we think that the saffron par­
ty is coming back to power 
for the third time.

Now, in Meghalaya which 
are the democratic and secu­
lar parties? The BJP is auto­
matically out. The NPP too 
excluded for the two are now 
one and the same. Conrad 
himself has appealed to vot­
ers to go for Modi under the 
NPP’s banner. The UDP and 
HSPDP are part of the MDA-
II in Meghalaya and NDA 
in Delhi. That leaves only 
Congress and the VPP. The 
Congresses psut of the NPP 
at KHADC but it is undeni 
able that at the national level 
it is the strongest opponent 
of the BJP’s Hindutva ideol 
ogy. The VPP has exhibited 
religious fanaticism. Hope 
they learn with time. If the 
state sends the Congress or 
the VPP to Delhi it would 
be great for democracy and 
secularism. Even in Garo 
Hills Saleng Sagnma could 
surprise Agatha because of 
the NPP’s nexus with the 
BJP.

The NPP has vowed to op­
pose the Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC). This was what the 
party said exactly on CAB 
but its MP ended up helping 
CAB turn CAA. Agatha’s 
explanation that she voted 
for the ‘controversial bill’ 
because the Sixth Schedule 
areas are exempted confirms 
NPP’s policy on UCC. If 
UCC is made to be inapplica­
ble in tribal areas of the state 
the NPP will vote for it. Just 
as for CAA, the UDP and 
HSPDP would not snap ties 
with their senior partners. So 
the option for Meghalayans 
is amply clear.

I Letters to the Kditor I
Right to vote 

is a huge 
responsibility
Editor,
The election is just a few 

days away and it seems like 
this year the competition 
is tougher than before with 
stronger candidates and a 
new party -  the VPP that's 
gaining popularity and mo­
mentum with each passing 
day. All the parties have 
made their promises in their 
respective manifestos. It is 
however our responsibility 
as citizens of the state and 
the country to choose who 
amongst them will be the 
best to represent us and 
our problems. One must 
not vote for a party solely 
based on the identity of the 
party or the popularity of 
the candidate but the work 
that has been promised to be 
fulfilled by them. Meghalaya 
is a state that is lagging be­
hind on so many levels and 
d e v e lo p m en t on is a goal that 
must be met by the party that 
will emerge victorious.

There are several grounds 
that as residents of Megha­
laya we must analyse before 
we cast our votes. Education 
is a sector where Meghalaya 
still is trailing. According 
to the Survey conducted by 
the National Statistical Of­
fice (NSO) in the year 2023,

Meghalaya’s current literacy 
rate stands at 75.48% which 
is an improvement of a little 
over 1% since the last sur­
vey conducted in the year 
2011, so the sector needs a 
major overhaul. The Party 
that comes to power must 
focus on making education 
more accessible to children. 
They must also look into the 
.cause of number of school 
drop-outs as according to 
the UDISE (Unified District 
Information for Education) 
plus data published by the 
Union Education Ministry 
the dropout rate for Me­
ghalaya has increased from 
7.4%, in 2020-21 to 9.8% in 
2021 -22. There is also a need 
to put more focus on Higher 
Education. The state as of 
now is' lacking quality col­
leges. As of the latest infor­
mation by edurank.com for 
the year 2024, North Eastern 
Hill University (NEHU) is 
the only Education Institu­
tion from the state that ranks 
under the top 100 position, 
while the next closest rank 
goes to NIT (Meghalaya) 
which currently ranks at 
400th position. Therefore, 
the new MP ought to make 
Education as one of his/her 
primary focus.

Another sector where Me­
ghalaya is lagging behind is 
the Health Sector. Although 
the State has a three tier 
health care delivery system 
in the rural areas, that is a

Community Health Centre 
(CHC) for a population of 
approximately 80,000, a Pri­
mary Health Centre (PHC) 
for every 20,300 people and 
a Sub-Centre for every 3000 
people, accessibility and 
availability of doctor is still 
a problem. The state also has 
Civil hospitals established 
at Shillong, Tura, Jowai, 
Nongpoh, Williamnagar, 
Baghmara, Ampati, Khlieh- 
riat, Nongstoin and Mairang. 
It also has a mental health 
hospital and a T.B. hospital, 
namely, MIMHANS and 
R.P. Chest hospital. There 
are also three Maternal and 
Child Health hospitals i.e. 
Ganesh Das Govt MCH 
hospital at Shillong, District 
MCH hospital at Tura and 
MCH Hospital at Panaliar, 
Jowai. Despite having these 
health institutions, many 
people prefer getting treat­
ment from Medical Institu­
tions outside the state, The 
State Health Department 
itself has stated that there is 
a lack of specialist doctors 
in the state and that the gap 
between availability and 
requirement of specialist 
physicians continues to be 
a challenge for the State 
government.

It is also sad to see that 
the North Eastern Indira 
Gandhi Regional Institute 
o f Health and M edical 
(NEIGRIHMS) is the only 
Government Medical Insti­

tution in the state and the 
only Institution offering the 
course of MBBS, which 
leads to students searching 
for institutions outside the 
state to complete their higher 
studies. There is therefore 
an urgent need of medical 
colleges which will encour­
age students of the state to 
complete their education in 
the state itself.

The third important sector 
that demands attention is the 
Employment sector. While 
Meghalaya is performing 
better than many states when 
it comes to Unemployment 
rate, at just 2.63%, there is 
still a need to improve the 
employment sector. Accord­
ing to the Glassdoor data in 
the year 2024, the average 
base pay in the state of Me­
ghalaya is Rs. 16,260 which 
is barely enough to sustain 
a person living in an urban 
area. The Party that is elected 
must also look at making 
people not only qualified but 
employable as well.

One more area that needs 
solution is the boundary 
conflicts/dispute that are 
existing with Assam. The 
boundary dispute between 
the states have been exist­
ing since the time the state 
was formed and even after 
50 years of statehood, there 
seems to be no end to this 
dispute which has led to 
numerous conflicts between 
the governments and people

of the two states. There is a 
need to resolve the issue as 
soon as possible, so that such 
conflicts and loss of lives can 
be avoided.

All these areas pointed 
above are in dire need of 
attention and improvement 
because they will help the 
state and its residents. How­
ever, what is more important 
currently is the need to vote 
wisely. The residents of 
Meghalaya must take the 
right to vote as not just a 
right but a duty Since its 
inception, it was only in the 
year 1998, where the voter

■ turnout of the state was more 
than 70%. Therefore, there is 
a need to encourage voters 
to come out and vote. They 
should not take this day as 
a holiday but as a day to be 
resp6nsible citizens of the 
country and exercise their 
rights dutifully, because it is 
only when people vote, that 
actual change can happen.

Yours etc.,
Reakor Shisha Kharkrang 

Upper Shillong,

‘Third class 
mindless 
politics’

Editor,
Opposition parties such 

as the Indian National Con­
gress (INC) are harping on

appeasement politics and 
day dreaming to form the 
government at the centre 
after 2024 Lok Sabha elec­
tion. The core issues for INC 
is providing reservations and 
caste census. Being out of 
power for a decade has spelt 
frustration and anxiety for 
them and has led to rolling 
out of election manifesto that 
has no direction and lacks 
any developmental policies. 
They are banking again upon 
reservations in jobs etc., 
to come to power. Overall 
reservations have not made 
any significant impact on the 
country’s growth and has, 
in fact, resulted in divisions 
in society. Merit has taken 
a backseat resulting in dis­
proportionate and artificial 
outcomes. The entire Oppo­
sition have no solid plans for 
the country but to somehow 
come to power at the centre. 
People must be aware of the 
divisive politics of the Op­
position and must not allow 
them to come to power. The 
country stands at a better 
position now than ever.

Yours etc., 
Dr H S Ranhotra, 

Shillong

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times_____

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

H a n d lin g  H u rtfu l  
Words..!

“Miss,” says the little fel­
low running after his class 
teacher, “He called me a bad 
word!”

The wise teacher looks at 
heryoung student, “And what 
did you do to provoke him to 
say that?”

No, I’m not defending the 
boy or girl who said an ugly 
word, but very often we forget 
the provocation as we punish 
an offender who reacted. But 
the situation doesn’t rest there. 
In quarrels between a husband 
and wife, the husband or 
wife next day remembers the 
words thrown at him or her, 
but forget what got the other 
to say them.

It’s time we started putting 
angry words back in context.

Many years ago, I remem­
ber a casual worker in my 
business, who was trying to 
form a union in my company 
by Sending me a lawyer's 
notice. I took it to my law­
yer, and pointing the harsh 
sentences out to him said, 
“Look what he’s calling me!” 
The lawyer nodded, and said, 
“You want to hit him back?” 
‘Yes,” I said, “The audacity of 
that man, he’s just a labourer

Instead of taking these words 
to heart add internalizing them 
as truth, try to detach yourself 
emotionally and focus on the 
fact that this is just someone 
else’s opinion.

Next, look for perspec­
tive. Realise that one key 
way to lessen the impact of 
hurtful words is by looking 
at them within a broader con­
text. Ask yourself questions 
like: -  Why did this person 
say what they said? -  What - 
might be going on in their 
life that caused them to speak 
this way? -  Is their opinion 
valid? Or are they speaking 
out of ignorance? TTiinking 
through these questions can 
help you gain perspective on 
the situation, which can make 
it feel less personal and allow 
you to approach things more 
objectively. Then start setting 
boundaries: It’s important 
not to let others dictate how 
we feel about ourselves. By 
setting our own personal 
boundaries and communicat­
ing them when necessary, we 
can prevent others from hav­
ing too much power over our 
emotions.

This might involve telling 
someone that their words 
are not helpful or that you

in my company and he needs 
to be taught a lesson!” “And 
that’s exactly what he wants 
you to do,” said my lawyer, 
“He has no facts to attack 
you with, so with these name 
calling words he expects you

don’t appreciate their input. 
Or it could be something as 
simple as walking away from 
a conversation if it’s starting 
to feel toxic.

Also learn to practice self- 
care. Start realising that hurt-

When people throw words at us in anger, 
it s not our job to catch those words 

and hurl them back with more vigour, but here s 
some advice; go deep into what caused them 
to say what they said, andproceed with your 

response accordingly.
to get so riled up, that you 
will respond violently, and 
with your response, he will 
build his case.” “So, what do 
I do?” I asked. “Don’t respond 
to them,” said the lawyer with 
a chuckle, “Just react to the 
facts!”

Needless to say, we won 
the case, and I’ve always 
remembered my lawyer’s 
adyice. When people throw 
words at us in anger, it’s not 
our job to catch those words 
and hurl them back with more 
vigour, but here’s some ad­
vice; go deep into what caused 
them to say what they said, 
and proceed with your re­
sponse accordingly.

A loving father took a doll 
away from his toddler daugh­
ter. The little one threw a tan­
trum and then in a fit of rage 
slapped her father. The father, 
reacting to the sudden pain 
and without thinking slapped 
her back, stunning the little 
one. It took many days for his 
daughter to come back to him, 
without being afraid.

That’s what we do, when 
we hold onto angry words and 
react to them. Our spontane­
ous and unthinking reaction 
to them causes unnecessary 
and sometimes irreversible 
damage. Instead, understand 
the context, look deep into the 
provocation, then wisely de­
cide how you will handle not 
the words, but the situation. 
If the words were said out of 
despair, handle the feeling, if 
frustration, look into what the 
cause and reason is, and sud­
denly life will become all the 
easier in the living, and many 
a relationship, saved!

Here are some more very 
practical steps to help you 
understand and deal with 
hurtful words:

The first step is not to take 
It personally: The first step in 
dealing with hurtful words 
is to remember that they are 
often coming from a place of 
insecurity or negativity within 
the person saying them. In 
other words, it’s not necessari­
ly about you -  it’s about them.

fill words can take a toll on us 
emotionally, so it’s important 
to practice self-care in the 
aftermath of these experi­
ences. This could mean doing 
something kind for yourself 
like taking a bubble bath or 
spending time with people 
who lift your spirits.

Another effective way to 
cope is by journaling or talk­
ing through your feelings with 
someone you trust. Venting 
about what happened can help 
release some of the pent-up 
emotions associated with 
hurtful words and provide 
an outlet for processing the 
experience.

Finally, learn to let go by 
remembering that holding. 
onto hurtful words only gives 
people more power over you. 
It’s importantto acknowledge 
what was said and how it 
made you feel, but then let 
go of any attachment to those 
comments. This might mean 
forgiving the person who said 
those things or simply choos­
ing not to dwell on them any 
longer. Instead, focus on posi­
tive self-talk and affirmations 
that build up your confidence 
and resilience in the- face of 
adversity.

To conclude, while hurt­
ful words can be painful and 
difficult to deal with, they 
don’t have to control our 
lives or define who we are. 
By practicing self-awareiiess, 
setting boundaries, practicing 
self-care, gaining perspective 
and letting go when necessary
-  we can empower ourselves 
to move forward confidently 
in the face of negativity and 
maintain our emotional well-

■ being in spite of any adversity 
life may bring!

Like I said earlier, practise 
these simple methods and life 
will become all the easier in 
the living, and many a rela­
tionship will be saved..!

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers and Speak­
ers Course. For more details 
send a thumbs-up to him on 
WhatsApp 9892572883 or 
bobsbanter@gmail.com

mailto:bobsbanter@gmail.com


THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, APRIL 19,2024
(SIX).

Loneliness and the feeling o f being 
unwanted is the most terrible poverty. ”

— Mother Teresa
The Shillong Times

Vol No-.LXV No.Z47 SHILLONG, FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2024

Uninspiring season
ELECTION season is time for political stocktaking. 
Questions are increasingly asked -  has India re­
corded any maj or feat under the 10 years of the Modi 
rule? Modi’s two terms in power were, generally 
speaking, neither disastrous nor inspiring. India’s 
achievements were ‘modest’ in these years while the 
political and economic stability was remarkable in a 
nation seen as a ‘noisy democracy’. By his leader­
ship aura, Modi silenced his detractors across the 
political spectrum. Yet, the positives thereof could 
not be effectively transformed into a leap forward 
for the nation on the economic or other fronts. This 
was unlike what China did in the first 10 years of 
this century and is still carrying forwarjl with a new 
vigour after the Covid 19 disaster. On the doorste:ps 
ofthe parliament polls, Modi as also the nation mmst 
ponder why.

Human resource of nearly 1.5 billion was the 
principal strength on which China built its might. 
India h as as much of a population, yet tapping their 
energie s required the eminent presence of good 
leadership. There was need to refine the systems. 
What this 10 years of Modi dispensation can claim, 
principal ly, was the rolling out of market reforms' 
the introd uction of a unified market taxation system, 

yvhich is jHelping the nation’s coffers swell. This 
IK* oney has been put mainly into the infra develop- 
mei i t  sector . This is appreciable if not for the appre- 
hens ion that huge chunks of cuts went into the B JP 
kitty i from th is funding. Hints were evident from a 
CAG r eport. (Overall, the industrial sector failed to 
grow in substa nti ve ways due largely to the play of 
bureaucratic an d political corruption via the licence 
raj. This undercu it the cause of job creations. If courts 
were expected t o deliver justice in legal matters 
across the spvectn urn, it remains in a hopeless state 
for most part and c 'nly very important cases are being 
attended to in the i lormal course. Cases drag on for 
decades. Justice del ’ayed means justice denied. Modi 
slept over such mat ters. He showed a lack of nerve 
to change the decadt « t  and corrupt systems, evident 
also in the near-tota 1 ineffectiveness of the central 
investigation agencit ?s like ED and CBI, other than 
in fixing Modi’s politi cal rivals like Arvind Keijiwal. 
Their officials too are making hay.

W \\en neighbours li, Ve Pakistan  and Sri Lanka are 
“—hr an economic mess, l -he Indian economy is doing 

relatively better and ex ports w ent up, thanks to the 
favourable monsoons h elpinjg the farm sector per­
form impressively. The g ovemment’s contribution in 
this is nominal. Modi ’sfai m  re forms were abandoned 
midway for fear that powt -rful sections of farmers in 
the North would undercut BJP’s electoral prospects. 
Overall, under Modi, thin igs have not turned from 
bad to worse, but there alst ) has not been a quantum 
jump in the ease of living . ofthe Indian population 
with inflation touching th e ceiling. Whether the 
electorate will weigh the prt as and cons of the Modi 
rule with pragmatism is ano ther matter.

Divided by politics, religion, 
education, economics

Letters to the Editor

Dialogue, 
debate, dissent 
- the lifeblood 
of democracy
Editor,
The edit page of a news­

paper is an essential platform 
in a democracy where views 
are expressed and exchanged 
in a peaceful and civilised 
manner. As a matter of fact, 
ballot and such platforms 
have given peace a chance. 
Democracy is an institution 
where the people should 
engage in peaceful dialogue 
and debate. They must ex­
press their dissent but with­
out resorting to violence or 
verbal abuse.

Democraby is a constant 
attempt not to get into the 
trap of ’might is right1 ma­
chismo raj. I have high re­
gards for the edit page of 
The Shillong Times for its 
excellent editorials, articles 
and letters. Unfortunately, a 
few letter writers sometimes 
resort to verbal violence by 
using such words about the 
author of an editorial/ ar­
ticle/ letter like "their vicious 
mindsets," "their agenda," 
etc., interestingly even when 
they write against violence!

Without dialogue, discus­
sion, debate and dissent, a 
democracy cannot survive. 
Also, without logical argu­
ment, we cannot progress 
and come closer to the truth. 
However, we need to be cau­
tious about falling into the 
trap of logical fallacies. Ad 
hominem fallacy is one of 
the nasty traps.

This fallacy occurs when, 
instead of addressing some­
one’s argument or position, 
a person irrelevantly attacks 
the person or some aspect of 
the person who is making the

ar gument. Ad hominem is 
La 'tin for “against the man.” 
An i ad hominem is more than 
jus t an insult. Here, insult­
ing comments are used as 
arg uments to counter the 
logi c. This is not only a trap 
of h igical fallacy but also a 
trap of undemocratic violent 
behd .viour which must be 
avoic led.

Yours etc., 
■ F  Sujit De
W  Kolkata

BJP VS 
Co ngress -  A 
comparative 

analysis
Editoi
In the run-up to the 2024 

Lok Sabh a elections, the bat­
tleground of Indian politics 
is once ag ;ain adorned with 
promises a nd pledges encap­
sulated witi hin the; manifestos 
of the two ■ major political 
players: the Bhar atiya Janata 
Party (BJP, I and the Indian 
National Co ngress (INC). As 
the electoral e eagerly evalu­
ates their ch oices, the mani­
festos servi 5 as roadmaps 
outlining eac h, party’s vision, 
priorities, ant i  commitments. 
In this comps irative analysis, 
we delve int o the key fea­
tures of the I UP's "Modi Ki 
Guarantee" i manifesto and 
the Congress' s "Nyay Patra" 
manifesto, ass iessing their re­
spective strer igths, impacts, 
■and potential t  implications 
for the nation

Developm* ;nt Pillars:
The BJP's l nanifesto cen­

ters around fo\ ir pillars of na­
tional develop ment: women, 
youth, the unt derprivileged, 
and farmers. I Contrastingly, 
the Congress ’s manifesto 
emphasizes ji istice pillars,

Those who revel in the 
use of the word “jaitbynriew" 
carelessly have hardly delved 
into its intrinsic meaning. 
Jaitbynriew would mean 
a conglomeration of clans 
that make up the Khasi com­
munity. It is a word that sug­
gests inclusion and oneness. 
Perhaps when that word was 
coined the world we lived in 
was simple; our worldviews 
were unpretentious and not 
as complicated as it is today 
and there was little to divide 
us. At the time there were 
no elections, only selection 
of who would lead the tribes 
in every village so that the 
leader would show the way. 
Hence, he had to have bet­
ter insights into things and 
also have the personality to 
lead'. And when we talk of 
leaders at the time, it had to 
me a male person because 
women were too tied to their 
kitchens, their fields; their 
child-bearing obligations 
and their caring responsibili- . 
ties -  caring for the elderly; 
for their children; their hus­
bands but not themselves.
It was considered selfish to 
look after oneself. Hence the 
woman of the house would 
only complain of ill-health 
when she could no longer get 
up and work in the house or 
the field.

However, since the gen­
der division of labour was 
not as austere as today, a 
man could take on the task 
of cooking and looking af­
ter the kids as much as the 
woman did. Also, there were 
other family members in and 
out of the house. We were a 
real community then. Each 
one lent a helping hand. At 
that time Khasi society was 
indeed egalitarian. Today 
we are tom apart by politics; 
by religion; by disparities 
in wealth distribution; by 
an education system that 
serves the elite and discrimi­
nates against the poor. What 
has divided us the most is 
the skewed distribution of 
wealth. There are the few 
billionaire tribals flaunting 
over the top, luxury vehicles 
and driving over pot-holed 
roads. There are the million­
aire tribals who have the best 
of everything -  a good, cushy 
government job and money 
to be stolen from every proj­
ect they handle; the business 
class tribal that has learnt to 
tailor the system to its needs. 
These types are friendly 
with every government that 
comes in since the system 
is so well-oiled. They get all 
the contract works on a quid 
pro quo basis. Then there are 
other ordinary tribals who

including Yuva Nyay, Naari 
Nyay, Kisaan Nyay, Shramik 
Nyay, and Hissedari Nyay. 
While both parties aim to 
address socio-economic dis­
parities, the BJP’s focus on 
specific demographic groups 
offers a more streamlined 
approach.
■ Youth Empowerment: 

Both parties recognize the 
importance of youth empow­
erment, with distinct strate­
gies to Jackie unemployment 
and enhance opportunities. 
While the BJP pledges to 
continue filling government 
vacancies, support startups, 
and expand employment in 
key sectors, the Congress 
proposes comprehensive 
programs like Yuva Nyay 
and Right to Apprenticeship 
Act, catering to the diverse 
needs of young Indians.

S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  
and Farmers:

Both manifestos promise 
initiatives for senior citi­
zens and farmers, crucial 
vote banks in Indian poli­
tics. The BJP focuses on 
healthcare expansion and 
facilitating pilgrimage for 
seniors, alongside strength­
ening agricultural insurance 
and increasing MSP. In con­
trast, the Congress proposes 
measures such as higher 
pension contributions and 
legal guarantees for MSP, 
demonstrating a commit­
ment to social welfare and 
agricultural reform.

Women Empowerment: 
Em pow ering women 

emerges as a prominent 
theme in both manifestos, 
with varied approaches. 
While the BJP aims to eco­
nomically empower rural 
women, improve health­
care, and promote political 
representation through the 
Women's Reservation Bill, 
the Congress introduces 
innovative schemes like the

By Patricia Mukhim

eke out a living through hard 
labour and others who spread 
their wares and hawk them 
from morning to evening 
-  go back home buy food 
along the way and cook it on 
reaching home.

They are all-Khasi (I am 
not going to split hairs and 
go into the sub-strata), but 
their aspirations are different. 
The Khasi that has benefitted 
from the crony- capitalist 
system will support a gov­
ernment that facilitates its 
unhindered wealth creation 
project. Those that are un­
able to find a footing in the 
economic ladder which in 
this state is a pyramid that 
gets broader at the bottom 
and sharper at the top, now 
want change. They don’t 
understand die larger picture 
that this time the voting is 
for forming a government 
at the centre. All they want 
is to punish the present state 
government which they con­
clude is serving the affluent 
while kicking them on their 
stomachs.

Hence there is a sharp 
polarisation of political ide­
als -  the poor and downtrod­
den seem to favour the VPP 
because of its promise to root 
out corruption which in other 
words meatis that the poor 
too will have some space 
for their dreams and aspira­
tions to blossom. Whether 
that will really happen if the 
VPP rides to power in 2028 
is too distant a dream to even 
consider now. Besides, we 
are in a state where the VPP 
has a following only in the 
Khasi Hills while its beta 
noire the NPP is a national 
party and is present across 
the state of Meghalaya. It 
would be tough for a party 
that is Khasi-centric to dream 
of ruling the state. Let’s also 
admit fiat the Garo people 
are smarter, more united and 
vote more strategically than 
the Khasis do. Isn’t that the 
reason why Meghalaya has 
had 5 Garo Chief Ministers 
whose tenures were longer 
but the Khasis have had 7 
chief ministers with short 
tenures. BB Lyngdoh had 
the shortest tenure of 29 days 
between March 3- 31, 1983. 
Captain Willamson Sangma 
had the longest collective 
tenure of almost 13 years 
between 1972 to February , 
1988. PA Sangma could only 
be CM for 2yrs 47 days in 
1988; Salseng Marak was 
CM for 5 years and 19 days 
from 1983-1988 followed 
by Mukul Sangma who was

Mahalakshmi scheme and 
job reservations, signalling a 
progressive stance on gender 
equality.

H e a l t h c a r e  a n d  
Education:

Healthcare and education, 
fundamental pillars of devel­
opment, receive attention in 
both manifestos. The BJP 
emphasizes strengthening 
existing healthcare infra­
structure and expanding ac­
cess to low-cost medicines, 
aligning with its track record 
of healthcare initiatives. On 
the other hand, the Congress 
proposes ambitious plans for 
universal healthcare and edu­
cational reforms, prioritizing 
accessibility and quality.

Economic Growth and 
National Security:

Economic growth and 
national security, pivotal for 
India's progress and stabil­
ity, feature prominently in 
both manifestos. While the 
BJP guarantees India's eco­
nomic prowess and outlines 
measures for infrastructure 
development and modern­
ization of armed forces, the 
Congress sets ambitious 
targets for GDP growth and 
proposes comprehensive 
strategies for national secu­
rity, including institutional 
reforms and border infra­
structure enhancement. 
Environmental Preservation:

In the wake of growing 
environmental concerns, 
both parties pledge to ad­
dress environmental chal­
lenges. The BJP focuses on 
achieving clean air standards 
and improving river health 
through targeted interven­
tions, while the Congress 
proposes strengthening ex­
isting environmental frame­
works and establishing an 
independent authority to 
enforce environmental stan­
dards.

In conclusion, both the

CM for 7 years and 320 days 
from April 2010 to March 
2013. And finally Conrad 
Sangma is the CM for 6 
years running. The longest 
tenure that a Khasi CM had 
was when DD Lapang held 
office for* 3 years and 103 
days between March 4 2003 
to June 15, 2006. Does this 
tell us anything about politics 
in Meghalaya?

Instability seems to run 
in our genes and that insta­
bility is caused not by the 
desire to govern the state 
better or to chart out a more 
progressive roadmap for Me­
ghalaya but by the sole desire 
to be the CM because of the 
perks that go with the office. 
Thankfully now the era of 
‘iaknieh shtlki’ (musical 
chairs)is over. It used to be 
a characteristic of the Con­
gress regime then. Congress 
MLAs with chief ministerial 
ambitions would take their 
case to the High Command 
in Delhi and as one chief 
ministerial candidate once 
confided it depended on how 
much money an aspirant 
could offer the High Com­
mand. One wonders if the 
Congress High Command 
has learnt any lessons from 
these shenanigans which it 
will not repeat in the future. 
With the BJP at the Centre 
we haven’t heard of too many 
musical chairs being played 
in BJP ruled states.

When it comes to poli­
tics no political party can 
lay claims to sainthood. All 
have their well-hidden or 
whitewashed acts of omis­
sion and commission. The 
BJP’s outright attack on CMs 
of opposition ruled states and 
of taking into its fold tainted 
former Congressmen is dis­
gusting to say the least. Apart 
from this the BJP govern­
ment using the Enforcement 
Directorate and the CBI to 
get after anyone with even a 
faint taint of corruption and 
to then woo them into the 
BJP fold is scandalous. Like 
they say anyone who enters 
the bathing space (read poli­
tics) is naked.

Right now the people in 
rural areas are in a mood to 
punish the NPP-led govern­
ment because they feel that 
life has become very burden­
some in the past six years. 
They realise that education 
is beyond their reach. In Syn- 
tung village for instance, the 
community- are mobilising 
funds from each household to 
be able to pay the teachers of 
Class 9 and 10. Some house­
holds pay cash; others pay in

BJP's "Modi Ki Guarantee" 
and the Congress's "Nyay 
Patria" manifestoes present 
an ambitious agenda aimed 
at addressing diverse socio­
economic challenges facing 
India. While the BJP's mani­
festo showcases a pragmatic 
approach with a focus on 
specific development pil­
lars, the Congress's mani­
festo offers comprehensive 
programs and innovative 
schemes targeting key con­
stituencies. Ultimately, the 
impact and effectiveness 
of these manifestos will 
depend on their implementa­
tion, highlighting the impor­
tance of informed electoral 
decision-making and robust 
governance frameworks. As 
India stands at the cusp of 
a transformative electoral 
process, the manifestos serve 
as guiding beacons, shaping 
the nation's trajectory in the 
years to come.

Yours etc., 
A Sarki 

Shillong

Aadhaar not 
applicable in 
Meghalaya

Editor,
In my last letter that ap­

peared in these columns 
under the caption, 'CAA 
exempted from Meghalaya? 
(ST March 22, 2024) I had 
unreservedly expressed that 
on the premise of the Central 
government circular vide 
Notification No.37/2017F 
No.370133/6/2017-TPLdat-, 
ed 11.5.2017, the indigenous 
citizens of Meghalaya are 
exempted from the purview 
of the controversial Aadhaar 
registration. Oddly, even 
after over 20 days of my 
letter being published no

kind. The reason they are do­
ing so is because if they don’t 
have Classes 9 &10 within 
the village they would have 
to send their kids to Shillong 
which means having to rent 
a house and also pay for 
education. Alternatively, 
they would have to send their 
kids to Jongksha which has 
a higher secondary school 
but which is 36 kins away 
and takes 1 hour 18 minutes 
to commute. The MLAs 
they have elected have done 
hardly anything to improve 
the educational and health 
care facilities and these take 
a huge financial toll on them. 
Mind you, this is the story of 
just one village. The story 
is repeated at every village 
one travels to. Only villages 
closer to the state capital 
or the district headquarters 
have some semblance of 
governance which includes 
good educational and health 
facilities. '

Looking at the villages of 
Meghalaya, nothing much 
has changed in 50 years. 
The roads built are very nar­
row and designed to last one 
season only. Two vehicles 
can hardly pass each other 
on these roads. One wonders 
what specifications the PWD 
uses. But more on that in 
another article. For now, we 
are all geared up for the MP 
elections. Today the deal will 
be sealed and we will have an 
MP who will represent the 
Shillong Parliamentary seat. 
I intentionally don’t wish to 
dwell on Garo Hills because 
we vote differently and I am 
now quite sure that there is 
an inherent difference in the 
psyche of the Mon Khmer 
group of people and the 
Tibeto-Burmans. Am I being 
divisive? As if we ever felt a 
sense of kinship!

And last but not least, in 
recent times with the rise 
of a renaissance in Khasi 
indigenous faith, religion 
has become a sword that 
goes right through the heart 
of Khasi society. Politics has 
used religion to create fis­
sures among us and religion 
has lent itself to politics 

»rather incongruously. There 
are those who believe that re­
ligion is the key that unlocks 
the doors to culture and oth­
ers who believe that religion 
is a spiritual path and culture 
is what we follow as Khasis. 
The debate continues even 
as we find more and more 
reasons to divide us.

It is on this hugely po­
larised climate and divisive 
mindsets that we go to vote 
for an MP. May the least fac­
tious and discordant political 
party carry the day.

rejoinder of any kind has 
appeared in this newspaper. 
Neither the State Govern­
ment nor conscious citizens 
have countered what ap­
peared in the letter to the edi­
tor. Hence it implies that the 
aforementioned N otification 
is inarguably true in letter 
and spirit and conclusively 
Aadhar is not applicable in 
Meghalaya as such!

Paradoxically, till date 
all the established institu­
tions like the commercial 
banks, educational centers, 
the public utility service 
hubs and much else are vir­
tually compelling citizens to 
produce the Aadhaar card 
as a compulsion. Such un­
solicited pestering on the 
commoners is a veritable 
act of non-compliance and 
insubordination to the cen­
tral government Notifica­
tion by willfully adopting 
a couldn't care less attitude 
against the latter. It there­
fore, literally implies that for 
any non-observance of any 
statutory Order/Notification 
endorsed by the competent 
authorities, the defaulters 
may perhaps be subject to 
action in the court of law 
by way of public interest 
litigation(PIL). In a nutshell 
therefore, it may be assur­
edly asserted that Aadhaar 
conscription in the state is 
beside the point and there is 
no kidding about that! When 
all is said and done, if any 
institution henceforth insists 
on Aadhaar identity, that 
institution could refer to the 
Notification in question.

Yours etc., 
Jerome K Diengdoh,

Shillong-2
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong rimes

Critical analysis 
ofthe BJP’s 

9-year tenure
By VK Lyngdoh

The editorial, “Need for 
solidarity (ST April 16,2024) 
takes a wide angle of the sce­
nario that would emerge post 
June 4, 2024 when the Lok 
Sabha results are announced.

It is not only that, “in all 
likelihood the BJP could re­
turn,” but it is certain that the 
BJP will return. The latest 
CSDS pre-poll survey indi­
cates a possible'Vote share 
of the BJP at 40% plus its 
partners 6% equals 46% while 
the INC is estimated to have 
a vote share of 21% plus its 
partners 13% that makes 
34% and others are estimated 
at 20%. The estimated seat 
share for the BJP is 315 seats 
and that of its NDA partners 
is 46 seats which makes up to 
361 seats. The seat share of 
the Congress is estimated at 
62 and that of its partner at 49 
that makes a total of 111 seats 
for INDI Alliance and others 
at 71 seats.

The Modi government 
has prioritized infrastructure 
development across various 
sectors. As far as Roads and 
Highways is concerned, the 
Bharatmala Pariyojana aims 
to construct and upgrade over 
34,800km ofhighways across 
India. This project is expected 
to enhance connectivity, boost 
trade, and facilitate economic 
growth. Railways, the Dedi­
cated Freight Corridors (DFC) 
are being developed to im­
prove freight movement. The 
Bullet Train Project (Mumbai- 
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail) 
is also underway. Uiban Infra­
structure initiatives like the 
Smart Cities Mission focus 
on transforming urban centres 
by improving infrastructure, 
transportation, and public 
services. The Digital India 
campaign aims to enhance 
digital connectivity, promote 
e-govemance, and provide 
broadband access to rural

The editorial is right in 
saying that the “main problem 
in India today is lack of Op­
position unity”. I agree that 
“negative campaigning is 
not enough to win elections.” 
Why most of the leaders in the 
BJP are against the Congress 
is because they will' never 
ever forget how their leaders 
were treated and endured 
pain during the Emergency. 
Similarly, there was much 
pain for the leaders of the Jana 
Sangh when they had only 3 
Members of Parliament in the 
first general election to the 
Lok Sabha. The recent story 
related by Rajnath Singh, the 
Raksba Mantri (Defence Min­
ister) is a very painful one as 
to how during the emergency 
he was not given parole in 
order to perform the last rites 
of his mother. Suspending 
citizens rights was the biggest 
mistake that the Congress 
under the leadership of Indira 
Gandhi committed.

The editorial has also 
rightly stated that the, “re­
gional parties don’t have 
much to show to their credit as 
having done much in the task 
of nation-building.” Since the 
editorial has briefly touched 
ufxrn the 9 years of BJP rule, 
here is my assessment based 
on facts as to how the BJP 
performed in the last nine 
years.

Political landscape 
transformation:

In .the last nine years the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
achieved many feats. When 
the Modi government first 
came to power in 2014, the 
BJP had governments in 7 
states. Today, the BJP is either 
in power on its own or part of 
the ruling alliance in 15 states/ 
Union territories. -The party 
has made significant inroads 
into the North Eastern Region 
of India, where it had zero 
presence prior to 2014.

Economic growth and 
inflation control:

India’s economy has wit­
nessed remarkable growth 
during this period. From be­
ing the 10th largest economy 
in 2024, India is now the 5th 
largest economy in terms of 
Gross Domestic Product. It 
has surpassed countries like 
the United Kingdom, France, 
Italy, Canada and Brazil. In­
flation, based on Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), stabilized 
and fell within the Reserve 
Bank of India’s comfort zone 
during Modi’s tenure. When 
the government came to pow­
er in 2014, India’s inflation 
rate was around 8.33 percent, 
significantly higher than the 
RBI’s tolerance band. Since 
then, inflation has remained 
relatively stable.

Infrastructure 
development and 

expenditure:

areas. The government has 
allocated substantial funds for 
infrastructure development. 
In the 2021- 22 Union Bud­
get, Rs 5.54 lakh crore was 
allocated for capital expendi­
ture,, including infrastructure 
projects.

The National Infrastructure 
Pipeline envisions Rs 111 lakh 
crore worth of infrastructure in­
vestment ova the next few years. 
Expenditure has beep directed 
towards sectors like roads, rail­
ways, airports, ports and digital 
infrastructure. However, there 
are challenges and criticism 
While progress has been made, 
challenges remain. Some projects 
face delays due to land acquisi­
tion issues, bureaucratic hurdles, 
and environmental concerns. 
Despite ambitious plans, funding 
constraints can impact the paceof 
execution Ensuring high-quality 
infrastructure remains crucial. 
The BJP government has made 
significant stridesin infrastructure 
development which is visible but 
there are ongoing challenges that 
need attention. Public, scrutiny 
and continuous improvement 
are essential for sustainable prog­
ress.

Social Welfare Schemes:
The Modi government 

has sanctioned more than 
four crore houses under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojan^ 
(PMAY). Over 48.9 crore 
Jan Dhan accounts have been 
opened, promoting finan­
cial inclusion. About Rs 34 
lakh crore has been directly 
transferred to beneficiaries’ 
bank accounts under the Di­
rect Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
scheme.
Historical electoral wins:

Prime Minister Modi’s 
popularity has translated into 
major electoral gains for the 
BJP. The party las managed 
to win the politically cru­
cial state of Uttar Pradesh , 
twice, the state which sends 
80 Members of Parliament to 
the Lok Sabha. From 2 seats 
in 1984 the BJP today has 
303 seats in Lok Sabha. The 
entire North Eastern Region 
of India is now part of the 
BjP-led government, except 
for Mizoram and Meghalaya 
where the BJP is a partner of 
the MDA government.

From “fragile 5” 
to “Top 5”

Prime Minister Modi has 
emphasized India’s economic 
progress, moving from being 
among the “fragile 5” econo­
mies to becoming the fifth 
largest economy globally.

Summing up, the BJP gov­
ernment’s tenure has seen sig­
nificant strides in economic 
growth, political influence, 
and social welfare but much 
remains to be done on the 
employment front. However, 
opinions on these achievements 
may vary, and it is essential to 
consider multiple perspectives 
when evaluating any govern­
ment’s performance.
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Election done and dusted in Meghalaya
ELECTIONS to the two parliamentary constitu­
encies - Shillong and Tura were over on Friday, 
April 19 even as the last voting date for other 
states in the rest of the country would be June 
1. Elections are termed as the greatest festival 
o f democracy since there is always an air of ex­
pectation that things would change for the better. 
Whether that change is ultimately for the better 
is debatable. In fifty plus years of Meghalaya’s 
statehood there are still many governance chal­
lenges to overcome. Even as basic a necessity 
as water remains out of reach for many residents 
within the city of Shillong, leave alone the vil­
lages, many of them so far flung that providing 
electricity, water, health and education -  the 
basic needs of any family continue to remain a 
work in progress.

In Meghalaya, the state assembly election has 
always been much more exciting and noisy as 
far as voters are, concerned. Polling booths are 
spaces where people hang out and discuss who is 
likely to win or lose. There is an air of festivity, 
in the MLA elections perhaps because an MLA 
is someone a constituent can turn to in times of 
need. The voting is more personal and there is a 
fervour in the manner in which people vote. Lok 
Sabha elections on the contrary are somewhat 
only remotely connected to constituents who 
often cannot envisage the bigger picture about 
the role of an MP in charting out the course 
that the country takes in the next five years.On 
March 16 last when the Chief Election Commis­
sioner of India, Raj eev Kumar announced the 
election dates he also stated that over 97 crore 
(970 million) people are eligible to vote in the 
Lok Sabha elections with over 10.5 lakh polling 
stations manned by 1.5 crore personnel, and 55 
lakhEVMs. Ofthe 97 crore voters, 49.72 crore
are  m e n  an d  47.1 c ro re  w om en . T h is  itse lf  m ak es
elections a huge exercise requiring trained hu­
man resources and reliable electronic voting 
machines that register the right vote and do not 
misfire. This time voters were able to see their 
vote registered for the person they voted for 
although there is no paper trail for the voter.

In Meghalaya by and large women more 
than men seem to be enthusiastic voters. In 
nearly all polling booths in the city of Shillong, 
more women had lined up as early as 6.30 am. 
Probably women want to finish'ofF their voting 
responsibilities before they take on household 
talks or attend to their respective duties. The 
queue for men was relatively shorter every­
where. However, in some polling stations in 
Jaintia Hills male voters had to queue up for 
over two hours before they could cast their votes. 
These long queues need to be addressed by the 
State Election Department as they are deterrents 
to a smooth voting experience. The die is cast 
and the results will be out in 45 days. Matrilineal 
Meghalaya is being keenly watched to see if 
the two women candidates fielded woulci carry 
the day.

History of the sub-continent 
and the place of the Khasis in it

In a response to one of 
my previous articles, Salil 
Gewali (letter dated 17 April 
2024) has termed my claim 
that Hinduism is foreign to 
India a false speculation and 
accused me of spreading 
a false narrative. I am not 
surprised by the reaction, 
but my claim is not based 
on personal opinion but on 
work that others have done 
on linguistics, genetics, and 
archaeology in relation to the 
history of the subcontinent. 
What I will do is to share the 
chronology as given in the 
2018 book ‘Early Indians: 
The Story of Our Ancestors 
and Where We Came From’ 
by Tony Joseph. I have taken 
it verbatim from the book 
while adding a few extra 
findings on the Khasis based 
on some recent work.

300.000 years: The age 
of the earliest remains of 
a modern human, Homo 
sapiens (they were one of 
the many species that had 
evolved from a common 
ancestor), ever found -  in a 
cave in Jebel Irhoud, about 
fifty kilometres from the city 
of Safi ir( Morocco.

180.000 years: The age of 
the earliest modem human 
fossil found outside of Africa 
-  at a rock shelter in Misliya 
in north Israel (undivided 
Palestine).

70.000 years ago: Geneti­
cists calculate that the earli­
est successful Out of Africa 
(OoA) migration happened 
around this time. This migra­
tion was termed ‘successful’ 
because these migrants are 
the ancestors of all of today’s 
non-African populations 
(Earlier modem humans out­
side of Africa have not left 
a lineage that is detectable 
today.) The Out of Africa 
migrants 70,000 years ago 
are likely to have taken the 
Southern Route that would 
have brought them from 
Africa (specifically, from 
modern-day Eritrea and Dji­
bouti) into Asia (modern-day 
Yemen) through Bab el Man­
deb at the southern tip of the 
R e d  Sea.

6 5 .0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o : T h e  
O o A  m ig ran ts  re ac h ed  In d ia  
and are faced with a robust 
population of archaic hu­
mans. They perhaps take 
both an inland sub-Himala- 
yan route and a coastal route, 
to keep themselves out of the 
way of other Homo species in 
the subcontinent who domi­
nated central and southern 
India, and then move across 
the Indian subcontinent into 
southeast Asia, east Asia and 
Australia.

60.000-40,000 years ago: 
The descendants of the OoA 
migrants populate central 
Asia and Europe over this 
period, 40,000 years ago: 
Neanderthals go extinct in 
Europe; with the Iberian 
peninsula in south-western 
Europe (modern-day Portu­
gal and Spain) being their 
last refuge and stand. Mod­
em humans still carry some 
amount of Neanderthal DNA 
in them suggesting that there 
must have been interbreeding 
between the different Homo 
species in the past.

45.000-20,000 years ago: 
The First Indians (identified 
today with the Onge tribe 
found in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands), the descen­
dants of the OoA migrants 
in the subcontinent, started 
using Microlithic technol-

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

a Letters to the Editor

Citizens have a 
right to regular 

water supply
Editor,
I am writing in a very 

distressed state of mind. For 
two weeks, Nongrimmaw 
Block C has not been getting 
water due to some work at 
Mawphlang. As consumers 
we understand that, but what 
we fail to understand is why 
the rest of the residents of 
Block C are not getting water 
while only two pipes have 
running water every day 
for 4 hours a day. The main 
culprit is not the PHE; it's the 
plumber who is responsible 
for all the skullduggery that 
goes on with the water sup­
ply here. It's a known fact 
among everyone in Non­
grimmaw that if you want 
water, you get it from this 
person. If he is paid a fee he 
provides water.

On April 18, 2024, this 
person came at 10 AM, 
opened the supply, and sat 
there for 1.5 hours and then 
turned off the supply. He 
returned about 15 minutes

later and opened up our 
supply again, but this time 
water only flowed into the 
two pipes. This does riot 
surprise anyone, but it cre­
ates a lot of anger and frus­
tration amongst us living 
in Nongrimmaw Block C 
because we end up having 
to buy water, and water is 
not cheap.

Seeing this, a woman 
went and called the person 
in charge of water supply but 
he did not pick up the phone, 
so she called the Rangbah 
Dong, and he advised her 
to call the man responsible 
for the supply. Another 
neighbour came in, saw and 
left to inform the plumber 
concerned who brought 6 
engineers with him. They 
spoke to the woman who 
called them, and instead of 
listening to her, they laughed 
saying, "It w a s just for a test 
round for water because 
there is no water coming in 
from Mawphlang."

To think that even in 2024 
we are still having to deal 
with patriarchy in a state that 
is matrilineal is insufferable. 
Just because a woman is 
speaking up for the rights of

ogy, and their population 
increased dramatically in 
central and eastern India. 
South Asia becomes the 
place where ‘most of human­
ity’ lives. Modem humans 
move into what would have 
been long-established refug­
es of other Homo species in 
southern and central India.

16,000 years ago (14,000 
BCE): Modem humans reach 
the Americas, the last major 
continent to be settled in 
by modern humans, after 
crossing Beringia, the land 
bridge between Siberia and 
Alaska. This migration gave 
birth to the present Native 
American population found 
in the Americas.

7000 BCE: In a village 
that is today called Mehrgarh, 
at the foot of the Bolan Hills 
in Balochistan (present day 
Pakistan), a new agricultural 
settlement begins that would 
ultimately become one of 
the largest habitations of its 
period between the Indus and 
the Mediterranean.

7000-3000 BCE: Migra­
tion of Iranian agriculturists 
from the Zagros region to 
south Asia leads to their mix­
ing with the descendants of 
the First Indians sometime 
during this period. Geneti­
cists estimate the mixing 
to have taken place at least 
by 4700 BCE to 3000 BCE. 
These Iranian agriculturists 
are said to have spoken a lan­
guage that is closely related 
to modern-day Dravidian 
languages. They are also the 
people who will later go on 
and establish the Indus Val­
ley Civilization.

7000-2600 BCE: The 
Mehrgarh site shows evi­
dence for cultivation of bar­
ley and wheat, and increasing 
consumption of domesticated 
animals. The site was aban­
doned somewhere between 
2600 BCE and 2000 BCE. 
By then agricultural settle­
ments had spread all across 
north-western India -  in the 
Indus and Ghaggar-Hakra 
r iv e r v a lley s an d  in  G ujarat.

7 0 0 0  B C E : F rom "afo iihd  
this period there is evidence 
for rice harvesting and seden­
tary settlement at Lahurade- 
wa in the Sant Kabir Nagar 
district of Uttar Pradesh in 
the Upper Ganga plain. The 
chronology of transition 
from harvesting wild fice 
to cultivating domesticated 
rice is not yet certain, but 
Lahuradewa indicates ex­
periments in agriculture were 
taking place at several places 
in south Asia around the 
same time and that Mehrgarh 
was not an isolated case.

5500-2600 BCE: The 
Early Harappan era, which 
witnesses early agricultural 
settlements growing into 
towns with their own unique 
styles, such as Kalibangan 
and Rakhigarhi in India and 
Banawali and Rahman Dheri 
in Pakistan.

3700-1500 BCE: Evi­
dence of early agriculture 
starts to appear in different 
parts of India -  eastern Ra­
jasthan, southern India, the 
Viiidhya region of central 
India, eastern India and the 
Swat valley of Kashmir.

2600-1900 BCE: The 
Mature Harappan period, 
which sees many sites being 
newly built or rebuilt, and 
many existing sites being

abandoned. There is also a 
visible and higher level of 
standardization across the re­
gion, with a common script, 
seals, motifs and weights. 
The transition from the Early 
Harappan to the Mature 
Harappan phase happened 
over four or five generations, 
or 100 to 150 years.

•2300-1700 BCE: The pe­
riod ofthe Bactria-Margiana 
Archaeological Complex 
(BMAC), a civilization cen­
tred on the Oxus river (also 
called Amu Darya) and cov­
ering today’s northern Af- ■ 
ghanistan, southern Uzbeki­
stan and western Tajikistan. 
The BMAC had close trade 
and cultural relations with 
the Harappan Civilization,

2100 BCE: A southward 
migration of pastoralists 
from the Kazakh Steppe, 
towards the southern central 
Asian regions that would to­
day be called Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. 
The migrants make an impact 
on the BMAC, but mostly 
bypass it and mo veto wards 
south Asia throughout the 
second millennium BCE, 
as listed below (2000-1000 
BCE). These are the migrants 
who later will be known as 
the Aryans.

2000 BCE: Two major 
waves of migrations with 
their origin in China -  af­
ter it had gone through the 
fanning revolution and the 
resultant population surge 
-  reshaped south-east Asia. 
The first one brings Aus- 
troasiatic languages, new 
plants , and a new variety of 
rice to India after 2000 BCE. 
The Khasis belong to this 
group, and based on recent 
research, they must have 
arrived in the North East 
around 5000-6000 years 
ago, which is earlier than 
this date. Linguistic evidence 
also suggests the War Amwi, 
the oldest Khasi language 
from which other Khasi 
languages emerged, sepa­
rated from Palaung (the most 
c losely  re la ted  g ro u p  o f  A us- 
tro as ia tic  lan g u ag es fo u n d  in
today Myanmar) more than 
4000 years ago. This means 
that the separation of the 
group today known as Khasi 
from the Palaung must have 
happened before 2000 BCE, 
giving it time to emerge as a 
distinct group. But the 2000 
BCE date matches with the 
emergence of Munda, who 
are a mixed population of 
an earlier group already re­
siding in the sub-continent, 
descendants of the Harap­
pan population (Dravidian), 
closely connected to the First 
Indians, and the new arrivals 
from Southeast Asia, i.e., 
groups that are related to the 
Khasis. This explains the 
genetic and linguistic con­
nection between the Khasis 
and the Munda. Since the 
Austroasiatic migration took 
place from the east, this lag 
in time between the Khasi 
and Munda makes sense, as 
the Khasis would have ar­
rived first in the North East 
and then in central India, 
where, after centuries, if not 
more, of mixing with the 
local population, a distinct 
Munda population emerged. 
The current President, Drou- 
padi Murmu, is from a par­
ticular clan of the Sathal, a 
central Indian tribe, who are

part of the large Munda fam­
ily. Some of the important 
individuals in this group also' 
include Jaipal Singh Munda, 
who, along with Rev. JJM 
Nichols Roy, was the archi­
tect of the Fifth and Sixth 
Schedules. The contribution 
ofthe Khasis is not limited to 
the modem period. As men­
tioned earlier, domestication 
of rice had been attempted 
at Lahuradewa around 7000 
BCE. This rice belongs to the 
indica subspecies of Oryza 
sativa, while another subspe­
cies that was domesticated in 
the Yangtze Valley of China 
is japonica. The unlocking 
of the full potential of rice 
cultivation in India, however, 
required hybridization of 
indica with japonica, and it 
appears to have happened 
around 2000 BCE, which 
is the same as the period 
of arrival of Austroasiat- 
ic-language speakers from 
Southeast Asia. This means 
a group whose descendants 
today can be identified with 
the Khasi and Munda must 
have brought the japonica 
subspecies from their origi­
nal home in southern China 
and mixed it with the vari­
ety found in Lahuradewa, 
creating the modem indica 
subspecies, which today*is 
the staple food of the entire 
sub-continent.

2000-1000 BCE: Mul­
tiple waves of Steppe pas- 
toralist migrants from cen­
tral Asia into south Asia, 
bringing Indo-European 
languages and new religious 
and cultural practices. The 
language brought was an 
early version of Sanskrit, and 
the new religion was an early 
form of Hinduism with gods 
like Indra, Agrii, Varuna, 
and the Asvins, as well as 
cultural practices like the 
social divisions of classes, 
which later morphed into the 
vama system.

1900-1300 BCE: The 
Late Harappan period that 
sees the decline and eventual 
disappearance of the Harap­
pan Civilization, primarily 
due to the effects of a long 
drought that affected civiliza­
tio n s  in  west A sia , E g y p t and 
China as well. This period of 
great drought has become an 
important point in the geo: 
logical history of Earth and 
is known as the Meghalayan 
Age, named after Megha­
laya where the stalagmite 
was found, which is used to 
mark out its years. And now 
here we are. I would suggest 
the readers buy the book 
and read the details of the 
chronology described above. 
While reading the book, note 

■ down the sources that Tony 
Joseph uses for his argu­
ments. If possible, please 
go and read the original 
sources as well. Also, if you 
have friends or family who 
are working in the field of 
ancient history, , archeology, 
or linguistics, discuss with 
them the current consensus 
to judge claims being made 
by me, Salil Gewali, or any­
one else. Ultimately, in the 
end, it doesn’t matter what 
our personal beliefs are; facts 
are facts. In the meantime, 
don’t believe me or anyone, 
but make up your own mind. 
Happy reading.
(The views expressed in the 
article are those o f the au­
thor and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to any 
organisation or institution)

the people of the Dong, for 
all the money we have to 
spend to buy water, we are 
being laughed at! How is it 
that even today we have to 
fight so hard for our rights to 
regular water supply? Why 
is Shillong so far behind in 
so many things, and now it 
includes water?

All that the woman want­
ed to know was why they 
were checking the water 
supply for only two pipes? 
Why did they open and then 
close the supply and then 
reopen it for only 2 pipes? 
And this is not just for a day 
or two but for over a month 
now only the two pipes are 
being supplied water. Those 
two pipes have water flow­
ing from morning till 9 p.m., 
and sometimes even up to 
midnight. Instead of turning 
off the supply for those two 
pipes, they just smiled and 
said, "Kong, we will cofne 
back soon; for now, we have 
to finish some work."

Why do we have to fight 
for our right to water? We 
already have other things to ■ 
struggle for.

What angers me is that 
the men laughed at the genu­

ine complaints of the woman 
and said she didn’t know 
what she was talking about. 
Well, whatever it is we have 
a right to regular water sup­
ply and it is the duty of the 
PHE to ensure we get that 
water. Why play with peo­
ple's lives? And why allow 
plumbers to make money on 
the sly? What a disgusting 
state of affairs!

Yours etc,.
Shailin H Lyngdoh, 

Shillong-3

We need 
to stand 

up against 
corruption!
Editor,
A lbert Thyrnniang s 

write-ups have always been 
insightful and th o u g h t pro­
voking. In his most recent 
article (ST April 18, 2024), 
Thymiang brought out glar­
ing revelations that have 
been normalised and are 
therefore not spoken of in 
the open. One important 
insight in his article is about

the need to bribe in order 
to get a job. This is a phe­
nomenon that is common 
these days. It informs us 
that nothing works without 
money changing hands. The 
situation is alarming because 
life will continue with the 

. next generation too. Our 
children who are our future 
generation will carry on the 
beacon of light and hope that 
they receive from us. The 
question is what light are 
we using to help them see 
the road ahead? As of now 
it certainly is light filled with 
filth and profanity. There are 
all forms of vices prevalent 
in our society and corruption 
is one of them. Corruption 
rules every aspect of life and 
we are either dumb specta­
tors or participants. One way 
or the other we are party to 
this malicious act. If this vice 
remains unchecked and un­
controlled and is allowed to 
take root, life will be debili­
tating for all, especially our 
fchildren. There are reasons 
galore for corruption. Greed 
tops the chart followed by 
low wages and lack of oppor­
tunities; absence of severe 
punishment; complete lack

of ethics, to name a few.
The primary reason for 

corruption is because con­
science no longer plays a 
role in our lives. Humans 
are supposed to be guided by 
that still, small voice of con­
science to help them judge 
between right and wrong. 
This voice within us cannot 
be extinguished. It has to be 
kept alive and nurtured from 
childhood. It is part of our 
value system.

However, we need to fight 
corruption not by conscience 
alone but by strengthening 
the law and ensuring that the 
corrupt are punished accord­
ing to the law of the land. We 
need a transparent gover­
nance across all departments 
and we need a vibrant civil 
society that will call out the 
blatant corruption prevailing 
in Meghalaya today.

Yours etc., 
Jenniefer Dkhar, 

Via email

What else will an Aam Aadmi Chief 
Minister want if not mangoes ?

ED indicts diabetic 
Arvind Kejriwal in 

mangoes for bail scam
By Sushil Kutty

Diabetic Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal is, 
feasting on mangoes is an- 
Enforcement Directorate dis­
covery. Call it investigation. 
The ED has the reputation of 
a high rate of conviction and 
Kejriwal carries high levels of 
blood sugar. The Enforcement 
Directorate has been snooping 
into Kejriwal's tiffin box and a 
special judge, is now hearing 
the case. Not the money laun­
dering charge, but the culinary 
outrage being linked to Delhi's 
mango-man.

What sumptuous dishes 
does Kejriwal's wife, while 
allegedly eyeing his chief 
ministerial chair, send him 
in his lunch-box? Know that 
Kejriwal has been permit­
ted ‘GharKaKhana’ by the 
court, food cooked by his 
“homemaker” wife. The ED 
investigation reveals that the 
AAP Convenor’s eating hab­
its, his culinary preferences, 
and his food orientation, are 
not of its standards. Chief

ing sweet food which is not 
permitted for any diabetic 
patient.”

That last sentence, “He 
was particularly consum-. 
ing sweet food which is not" 
permitted for any . diabetic 
patient” should be scrapped 
clean of motive. There is no 
such thing as “sweet food is 
not permitted for any diabetic 
patient”. No doctor with a 
Hippocratic oath under his 
belt has a carte blanche to 
stop a diabetic from eating 
mangoes. The doctor will 
have knowledge and the meds 
to control blood sugar levels; 
beat the sugar in its game.

And aloo-poori. Hell, don’t 
the ED sleuths know “you live 
only once” and "aloo-poori" 
is a life-saver for both aam 
aadmi and aam aadmi chief 
minister. What's the Enforce­
ment Directorate doing check­
ing tiffin, lunch and dinner? 
If the Aam Aadmi Party is 
•complaining that Kejriwal's 
blood sugar level is shooting

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Minister Arvind Kejriwal is a 
glutton for mangoes, and he is 
addicted to sweets.

Also, Sunitha Kejriwal is 
cooking a damn good- fare, 
rich food that hubby Arvind 
Kejriwal cannot resist. The 
gut-less Enforcement Direc­
torate will not give Kejriwal 
the pleasure of his wife’s

through the Tihar roof for lack 
of insulin injections, get in­
sulin through the Tihar gates. 
Insulin is not cocaine. ’ 

Also, AAP leaders like 
Atishi Marlena should give 
up playacting. Marlena's al­
legation of a “conspiracy to 
kill Arvind in Tihar” is not in 
the menu just like the ED's

The special judge has a tough call to make. 
Food cannot be denied to the AAP leader 

and Kejriwal belongs to the ’Agarwal clan". 
Agarwals have their own cuisine 

. andtaste-buds, with "sweets" a big 
part o f the Agarwal's daily fare.

The court cannot skirt around this aspect 
and the ED cannot dictate, and enforce.

9
Kejriwal is behind bars and the court has 

given him certain privileges.

cooking. Especially the food 
with alleged high sugar con­
tent. Could it be that the ED 
sleuths, assigned to cook 
Kejriwal’s goose, are boring 
bachelors on a 2-minutes 
noodles diet.

So, the AAP national con­
venor stands accused of dig­
ging canine and molar into 
mangoes, the unchallenged 
‘King of Fruits’. Kejriwal also 
has a sweet tooth, maybe even 
two, says the ED’s tasteless 
band of investigators even 
if no man should be held to 
account for a sweet tooth. 
Endocrinologists and diabe- 
tologists now man the ED 
desk probing the Delhi Excise 
Policy Ghotala?

The charge against Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
is “he is deliberately eat­
ing mangoes to increase his 
sugar ievel” so as to land in 
the "mohalla clinic" and be 
given medical bail. A "sugar- 
for-bail" scam? But what is 
deliberately” doing in the 

charge? How did the ED 
arrive at “deliberately”? De­
tecting “deliberately” requires 
a special divine level of inves­
tigative skill.

"The cause of concern 
is that he was prescribed 
home cooked food because he 
claimed he has high diabetes. 
Kejriwal’is eating high sugar 
content food despite having 
type 2 diabetes. He is consum­
ing 'aloo poori', mango, and 
sweets. This is being done 
to make grounds for medical 
bail," ED told the court. "He 
was particularly consum-

insistence that sugar shouldn't 
be in Kejriwal's food chart. 
Atishi should stop turning 
the pages ofbedtime fantasies 
and canvas in Delhi's streets. 
As it is, the time's are bad for 
the Aam Aadmi Party and the 
need ofthe hour is level heads. 
So what if the Chief Minister 
cannot make it to the party, the 
party must go on.

The special judge has a 
tough call to make. Food 
cannot be denied to the AAP 
leader and Kejriwal belongs to 
the "Agarwal clan". Agarwals 
have their own cuisine and 
taste-buds, with "sweets" a 
big part of the Agarwal's daily 
fare. The court cannot skirt 
around this aspect and the ED 
cannot dictate, and enforce. 
Kejriwal is behind bars and 
the court has given him certain 
privileges. For somebody ac­
cused of spilling 'sharab' all 
over the tablecloth, Kejriwal 
can have his mangoes.if he is 
paying for the "crime".

For now, Kejriwal is a 
severe diabetic and carries 
a lot of blood sugar. Only 
the diabetic will understand 
why a diabetic has a craving 
for sugar and is addicted to 
'mithai1. Stress plays a role. 
Boredom and lack of exercise, 
also. The ED should stick to 
investigation and leave medi­
cal diagnosis to the medics. 
High blood sugar is no more 
life-threatening than blood 
sugar plummeting to the pits. 
As for mangoes, what else 
will an aam aadmi ask for? 
(IPA Service)
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CAN AI READ OUR MINDS?

Earlier this year, Neuralink implanted a 
chip inside the brain of 29-year-old US 
man Noland Arbaugh, who is paralysed 

from the shoulders down. The chip has enabled 
Arbaugh to move a mouse pointer on a screen 
just by imagining it moving.

In May 2023, US researchers also announced 
a non-invasive way to “decode” the words some­
one is thinking from brain scans in combination 
with generative AI. A similar project sparked 
headlines about a “mind-reading AI hat”.

Can neural implants and generative AI really 
“read minds”? Is the day coming when comput­
ers can spit out accurate real-time transcripts of 
our thoughts for anyone to read?

Such technology might have some ben­
efits - particularly for advertisers looking for 
new sources of customer targeting data - but it 
would demolish the last bastion of privacy: the 
seclusion of our own minds. Before we panic, 
though, we should stop to ask: is what neural 
implants and generative AI can do really “read­
ing minds”?

The brain and the mind

As far as we know, conscious experience 
arises from the activity of the brain. This means 
any conscious mental state should have what 
philosophers and cognitive scientists call a 
“neural correlate”: a particular pattern of nerve 
cells (neurons) firing in the brain.

So, for each conscious mental state you can 
be in - whether it’s thinking about the Roman 
Empire, or imagining a cursor moving - there is 
some corresponding pattern of activity in your 
brain.

So, clearly, if a device can track our brain 
states, it should be able to simply read our minds. 
Right?

Well, for real-time Al-powered mind-reading 
to be possible, we need to be able to identify 
precise, one-to-one correspondences between

particular conscious mental states and brain 
states. And this may not be possible.

Rough matches

To read a mind from brain activity, one must 
know precisely which brain states correspond to 
particular mental states. This means, for example, 
one needs to distinguish the brain states that cor­
respond to seeing a red rose from the ones that 
correspond to smelling a red rose, or touching a 
red rose, or imagining a red rose, or thinking that 
red roses are your mother’s favourite.

One must also distinguish all of those brain 
states from the brain states that correspond to 
seeing, smelling, touching, imagining or thinking 
about some other thing, like a ripe lemon. And so 
on, for everything else you can perceive, imagine 
or have thoughts about.

To say this is difficult would be an understate­
ment.

Take face perception as an example. The 
conscious perception of a face involves all sorts 
of neural activity.

But a great deal of this activity seems to relate 
to processes that come before or after the con­
scious perception of the face - things like working 
memory, selective attention, self-monitoring, 
task planning and reporting.

Winnowing out those neural processes that 
are solely and specifically responsible for the 
conscious perception of a face is a herculean 
task, and one that current neuroscience is not 
close to solving.

Even if this task were accomplished, neurosci­
entists would still only have found the neural cor­
relates of a certain type of conscious experience: 
namely, the general experience of a face. They 
wouldn’t thereby have found the neural correlates 
of the experiences of particular faces.

So, even if astonishing advances were to hap­
pen in neuroscience, the would-be mind-reader 
still wouldn’t necessarily be able to tell from a 
brain scan whether you are seeing Barack Obama, 
your mother, or a face you don’t recognise.

That wouldn’t be much to write home about, 
as far as mind-reading is concerned.

But what about AI?
But don’t recent headlines involving neural 

implants and AI show some mental states can be 
read, like imagining cursors move and engaging 
in inner speech? Not necessarily. Take the neural 
implants first*

Neural implants are typically designed to 
help a patient perform a particular task: moving 
a cursor on a screen, for example. To do that, 
they don’t have to be able to identify exactly.

the neural processes that are correlated with the 
intention to move the cursor! They just need to 
get an approximate fix on the neural processes 
that tend to go along with those intentions, some 
of which might actually be underpinning other, 
related mental acts like task-planning, memory 
and so on. '

' Thus, although the success of neural implants 
is certainly impressive - and future implants are 
likely to collect more detailed information about 
brain activity - it' doesn’t show that precise one- 
to-one mappings between particular mental states 
and particular brain states have been identified. 
And so, it doesn’t, make genuine mind-reading 
any more likely.

Now take the “decoding” of inner speech by 
a system comprised of a non-invasive brain scan 
plus generative AI, as reported in this study. This 
system was designed to “decode” the contents 
of continuous narrativesfrom brain scans, when 
participants were either listening to podcasts, 
reciting stories in their heads, or watching films. 
The system isn’t very accurate - but still, the fact 
it did better than random chance at predicting 
these mental contents is seriously impressive.

So, let’s imagine the system could predict 
continuous narratives from brain scans with 
total accuracy. Like the neural implant, the 
system would only be optimised for that task: 
it wouldn’t be effective at tracking any other 
mental activity.

How much mental activity could this system 
monitor? That depends: What proportion of our 
mental lives consists of imagining,-perceiv­
ing or otherwise thinking about continuous, 
well-formed narratives that cat) be expressed in 
straightforward language?-

Our mental lives are flickering, lightning-fast, 
multiple-stream affairs, involving real-time per­
cepts, memories, expectations and imaginings, 
all at once. It’s hard to see how a transcript pro­
duced by even the most fine-tuned brain scanner, 
coupled to the smartest AI, could capture all of 
that faithfully.

The future of mind reading

In the past few years, AI development has 
shown a tendency to vault over seemingly 
insurmountable hurdles. So it’s unwise to rule 
out the possibility of Al-powered mind-reading 
entirely.

But given the complexity of our mental lives, 
and how little we know about the brain - neuro­
science is still in its infancy, after all - confident 
predictions about Al-powered mind-reading 
should be taken with a grain of salt. (The Con­
versation)

‘S tar-G azing ’
By Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, APRIL 21, 2024

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon is forming an angle of 150 degrees with Sun on your solar return 
chart which wjll bring mixed fortunes for you. You will be made to work hard 
and will be tested to the fullest. Government related work will be done after 
putting lot of efforts. Tax disputes with authorities may arise and you may 
settle to pay a huge amount. You will meet new challenges at yourworkplace. 
Enemies will have an upper edge for the time being. Bosses will keep putting 
pressure. But you will come out of all difficult situations tfiat you will face. 
Tide will him gradually in your favour. Your financial will get better. You will 
get full support from life partner and children. Siblings will also remain on 
your side. Friends will provide financial support. Your faith in God will help 
you in overcoming all problems you face. You will make plans to buy a new 
house in some posh locality and will get success.

‘This week for you’

Aries: (March'21 - April 20)The planetary configuration brings good 
resultsforyou. Increased involvementwith siblings, students, 
classmates, or neighbors may also figure at this time. This 
could also be a time of mental restlessness. The pace of 
your life may be a bit hectic now, and if you're not used to it, 
it could make you a tad nervous. You are more inclined to 

^  seek a broad understanding of people around. Concentrat-
V ing on listening, connecting, communicating, and learning

is highlighted. Your attention .to the logical world of reason 
has also been a focus.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) This phase highlights friendship, love, 
romance and children in your life. Your home life is especially 
busy and sometimes hectic, Arguments with, or on behalf of, 

f  family members cannot be avoided but conflict resolution is 
bound to be quick and relatively easy. Excess energy is best 
channeledintoconstructivehomeimprovementprojects.You 
are slightly more defensive and certainly more protective than 
usual during this period. There may be the need to revisit 
old, nagging issues regarding personal finances

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)Communication, creativity and authority 
are highlighted. You are eager to investigate new things, 
whether scientific or technical. This is a phase of completion 

*  .  and transition. Social interaction is also emphasized. Give 
V  other people a little extra time and attention, notice their ef- 

J |||. forts on your behalf, and strengthen your connections. You 
are m0re curious and alert than usual, and you could be 

' quite busy with errands, paperwork and phone calls. Much 
energy is expended in understanding and adapting to your 
immediate environment.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) Your need for a little attention and career 
matters come to a head. You're called to perform, perhaps 
on a moment's notice, and it's best to keep your cool and do 
whatever you can io show your competence. A sudden job 
opportunity, or some form of assistance with regard to career, 
home, or property matters, could be part of the picture. This 
can also produce an event that requires you to take charge and 
show your responsible side. Your mind is especially inquisitive 
and learning, short trips, and other forms of communication 
and making connections appeal strongly.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)You are especially fond of the life of the home 
and family, as their entertainment and pleasure are on your 
main agenda. There is ample support and unconditional love 

f *  from your partner. Take this time to re-budget instead of making 
premature purchases. Hold off on decision-making regard- 
ing money. Instead, take the time to re-think your sources 
of income and how you spend your cash during this period. 
Put off finalizing anything important for the time being. In 
fact, some money-making ideas or ventures may be put on 
hold due to circumstances beyond your control

w,rao . /August 24 - September 22)You may be involved in lectures, 
5  " debates and discussions. You are looking to expand your

O r  activities, and you may find that you have a lot of energy for
higher studies, travel, or new subjects. You are quite preoc-

f a

#

cupied with feelings of security and your inner experiences. 
This is a time when you find your roots and seek a feeling of 
belonging. Besides spending more time tending to domestic 
affairs, the focus can be on cultivating and nourishing your 
innerfoundattons that support you and yourgrowth. You might 
also enjoy analyzing different health or nutrition programs. 
It’s an excellent time for entertainment, and fun.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) This period brings good-luck for 
love and romance. More loving and appreciative relationships 
with yourchildren may also figure now. Yourpowerof attraction 
skyrockets during this phase. Yet, you are not aggressive 
in your approach to love. Instead, you attract more if you 
allow yourself to be pursued. Creative self-expression of 
any kind is favored. At this time, you instinctively know how 
to place yourself in the best light in order to make a good 
impression on others.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)People at work might find you 
less sociable, as you are busier than ever and you focus 
on your activities and your needs. You might have a more 

„  u  materialistic view of life and-are more attracted to objects 
and possessions symbolic of status. You're called to take 

f p  on an assignment, perhaps on a moment's notice, and it's 
M  best to keep your cool and do whatever you can to show

your competence. Asudden job opportunity, or some form of 
assistance with regards to home or property matters, could 
be part of the picture.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21 )This week brings new 
horizons in your romantic and love life. Your mind is especially 
inquisitive, when learning. Short trips, and other forms of 
communication and making connections, appeal strongly. You 
enjoy the challenge of tackling a variety ofsubjects. Talking, 
writing, and studying can be good ways to handle stress. Ifs 
a good time for rethinking and revising educational plans, 
paperwork, mental projects, and communications. Now you 
need a little attention, and career matters come to the fore. It’s 
an excellent time to further your hobbies and interests.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)The stars promote yourluck 
in service and work related areas. Your mind is especially 
sharp and you are quick on the uptake as additional work 
comes your way. You enjoy the challenge of tackling a 

' variety of subjects. Expressing yourself using your writing
skills, through the medium of arts or talking to a confidante' 
are ways to handle stress. It's a good time for rethinking and 
revising educational plans, paperwork, mental projects, and 
communications. Ypu are most likely to express your social, 
romantic, and artistic qualities through an intellectual appre­
ciation of art, cultural pursuits, and literature.ds.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)ln addition to your efforts and 
hard work pay dose attention to performance metrics. Your 
efforts will be rewarded and continuity to perform work would 
be visible to senior colleagues and people in authority. You 
have an increased interest in your own possessions. You are 
more attracted to objects and possessions that give you a 
sense of comfort, and luxury. Romantic matters are usually 
from within the local environment close to home, although 
many romantic short trips may be undertaken for pleasure.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)This phase brings in happiness and 
fulfillmentthrough the expansion of yourmind, widening your 
social circle, increasing travel opportunities, and connections 
to people of a different cultural background than yours is 
indicated. You desire to learn and improve your practical 
skills. You are especially drawn to family life where your af­
fections find expression. You are more receptive and gentle 
on a romantic level, and tend to be sentimental or nostalgic 
.now. You may now particularly value the aesthetics in and 
around your home. If things are out of sync on the home 
front, you will do whatever you can to re-create a peaceful 
and stable atmosphere.

In search of 
Indianness

India’s cultural consciousness is 
embedded with pearls of heritage 
carried forward through genera­
tions in the form of folk art. Stories 

from epics such as Mahabharata, 
Ramayana and Panchatantra are 
prominently illustrated and propa­
gated by Patuas (Pattachitra artists^ 
and Sutradhars. We-may exist as an 
individual with personal ambitions, 
goals, and vision but together We oc­
cur within the society as an Indian.

“In Search of Indianness” is an 
artistic odyssey by Santanu Nandan 
Dinda and Sunita Dinda curated 
with meticulous care and passion 
by Hem Rana. The exhibition is 
scheduled to be held at the Open 
Palm Court Art Gallery from 24 - 28 
April 2024 from 11 am - 7 pm.

Today, India is a cosmopolitan 
nation inhabiting people with differ­
ent food habits, languages, customs, 
traditions, religious beliefs, and 
many more things. In this abstract, 
artists Santanu Nandan Dinda and 
Sunita Dinda through their paintings 
seek Indianness.

Indianness is a conscious ap­
proach to implanting values and 
history that has originated, evolved, 
and transformed on Indian soil.

Santanu and Sunita’s paintings 
are a homage to their cultural 
identity. Both artists have worked 
together in the same studio for a long 
time and their paintings are inspired 
to tell their shared perspectives and 
mutual stories. Canvases drenched 
with bold lines and folk motifs 
express the beauty and serenity of 
an earthy India. Their creativity is 
rooted in the city of Jamshedpur, 
where they both grew up surrounded 
by tribal life.

India’s national personification 
is a woman - Bharat Mata. She is 
seen as a goddess that rages fero­
ciously to protect her people and 
she is also seen as a mother that 
many Indian freedom fighters had 
fought for. Female deities are also 
deeply rooted in scriptures and holy 
books. Henceforth, both Sunita and 
Santanu have expressed their love 
for their nation through their paint: 
ings where a female entity takes 
center stage. Women are depicted as 
protagonists in their everyday lives. 
(IANSlife)

Stuck in fight-or-flight mode?

Can you remember a time 
when you felt stressed lead­
ing up to a big life event and 

then afterwards felt like a weight. 
had been lifted? This process -  the 
ramping up of the stress response 
and then feeling this settle back 
down -  shows completion of the 
“stress cyple”.

Some stress in daily life is un­
avoidable. But remaining stressed is 
unhealthy. Chronic stress increases 
chronic health conditions, includ­
ing heart disease and stroke and 
diabetes. It can also lead to burnout 
or depression. , * .

Exercise, cognitive, creative, so­
cial and self-soothing activities help 
us process stress in healthier ways 
and complete the stress cycle.

What does the stress 
cycle look like?

Scientists and researchers refer 
to the “stress response”, often with 
a focus on the fight-or-flight reac­
tions. The phrase the “stress cycle” 
has been made popular by self-help 
experts but it does have a scientific 
basis.

The stress cycle is our body’s re­
sponse to a stressful event, whether 
real or perceived, physical or psy­
chological. It could be being chased 
by a vicious dog, an upcoming exam 
or a difficult conversation.

The stress cycle has three stag­
es:

• stage 1 is perceiving the 
threat

• stage 2 is the fight-or-flight 
response, driven by our 
stress hormones: adrenaline 
and cortisol

• stage 3 is relief, including 
physiological and psycho­
logical relief. This completes 
the stress cycle.

Different people will respond to 
Stress differently based on their life 
experiences and genetics.

Unfortunately, many people 
experience multiple and ongo­
ing stressors out of their control, 
including the cost-of-living crisis, 
extreme weather events and domes­
tic violence. '

Remaining in stage 2 (the flight- 
or-flight response), can lead to 
chronic stress. Chronic stress and 
high cortisol can increase inflam­
mation, which damages our brain 
and other organs.

When you are stuck in chronic 
fight-or-flight mode, you don’t 
think clearly and are more easily 
distracted. Activities that provide 
temporary pleasure, such as eating 
junk food or drinking alcohol are 
unhelpful strategies that do not re­
duce the stress effects on our brain 
and body. Scrolling through social 
media is also not an effective way 
to complete the stress cycle. In fact, 
this is associated with an increased 
stress response.

Stress and the brain
In the brain, chronic high cortisol 

can shrink the hippocampus. This 
can impair a person’s memory and 
their capacity to think and concen­
trate. '

Chronic high cortisol also re­
duces activity in the prefrontal 
cortex but increases activity in the 
amygdala.

The prefrontal cortex is respon­
sible for higher-order control of our 
thoughts, behaviours and emotions, 
and is goal-directed and rational. 
The amygdala is involved in re­
flexive and emotional responses. 
Higher amygdala activity and lower 
prefrontal cortex activity explains 
why we are less rational and more 
emotional and reactive when we 
are stressed.

There are five types of activities 
that can help our brains complete- 
the stress cycle.

1. Exercise -  its own complete 
stress cycle: When we exercise we 
get a short-term spike in cortisol, 
followed by a healthy reduction in 
cortisol and adrenaline.

Exercise also increases endor­
phins and serotonin, which improve 
mood. Endorphins cause an elated 
feeling often called “runner’s high” 
and have anti-inflammatory ef­

fects-.
When you exercise, there is more 

blood flow to the brain and higher 
activity in the prefrontal cortex. This 
is why you Can often think more 
clearly after a walk or run. Exercise 
can be a helpful way to relieve feel­
ings of stress.

Exercise can also increase the 
volume of the hippocampus. This 
is linked to better short-term and 
long-term memory processing, as 
well as reduced stress, depression 
and anxiety.

2. Cognitive activities -  reduce 
negative thinking: Overly nega­
tive thinking can trigger or extend 
the stress response. In oup 2019 
research, .we found the relationship 
between stress and cortisol was 
stronger in people with more nega­
tive thinking.

Higher amygdala activity and 
less rational thinking when you 
are stressed can lead to distorted 
thinking such as focusing on nega­
tives and rigid “black-and-white” 
thinking.

Activities to reduce negative 
thinking and promote a more re­
alistic view pan reduce the stress 
response. In clinical settings this is 
usually called cognitive behaviour 
therapy.

At home, this could be journal­
ling or writing down worries. This 
engages the logical and rational 
paitS of our brain and helps us think 
more realistically. Finding evidence 
to challenge negative thoughts 
(“I’ve prepared well for the exam, 
so I can do my best”) can help to 
complete the stress cycle.

3. Getting creative -  a pathway 
out of ‘flight or fight’: Creative 
activities can be art, craft, garden­
ing, cooking or other activities such 
as doing a puzzle, juggling, music, 
theatre, dancing or simply being 
absorbed in enjoyable work.

Such pursuits increase prefrontal 
cortex activity and promote flow 
and focus.

Flow is a state of full engagement 
in an activity you enjoy. It lowers 
high-stress levels of noradrenaline, 
the brain’s adrenaline. When you 
are focussed like this, the brain only 
processes information relevant to 
the task and ignores non-relevant 
information, including stresses.

4. Getting social and releasing 
feel-good hormones: Talking with 
someone else, physical affection 
with a person or pet and laughing 
can all increase oxytocin. This is a 
chemical messenger in the brain that 
increases social bonding and makes 
us feel connected and safe.

Laughing is also a social activity 
that activates parts of the limbic sys­
tem -  the part of the brain involved 
in emotional and behavioural re-

- sponses. This increases endorphins 
and serotonin and improves our 
mood. ,

5. Self-soothing: Breathing 
exercises and meditation stimulate 
the parasympathetic nervous sys­
tem (which calms down our stress 
responses so we can “reset”) via the 
vagus nerves, and reduce cortisol.

A good cry can help too by rer 
leasing stress energy and increasing 
oxytocin and endorphins.

Emotional tears also remove 
cortisol and the hormone prolactin 
from the body. Our prior research 
showed cortisol and prolactin were 
associated with depression, anxiety 
and hostility.

Action beats distraction
Whether it’s watching a funny or 

sad movie, exercising, journalling, 
gardening or doing a puzzle, there 
is science behind why you should 
complete the stress cycle.

Doing at least one positive activ- • 
ity every day can also reduce our 
baseline stress level and is ben­
eficial for good mental health and 
wellbeing.

Importantly, chronic stress and 
burnout can also indicate the need 
for change, such as in our work­
places.

However, not all stressful cir­
cumstances can be easily changed. 
Rememberhelp is always available. 
(The Conversation)
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Silence of voters
WITH the first phase of polling over on Friday and 
campaigning being on for six more rounds until 
June 1, the electoral scene across the country is ac­
tive. Yet, there is no wave -  and, rather, a palpable 
disinterest is evident among the ordinary folks. Top' 
leaders from rival sides are drawing crowds that 
are organised and ferried to meeting grounds by 
resourceful parties. However, unlike in thfeprevi- 
ous general elections, the mood this time is less 
energetic. The reasons are worth an analysis.

Leading the charge, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the bevy of other BJP leaders are criss­
crossing the country, addressing election meet­
ings. The Congress party's election campaign is 
powered as usual by Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi, while other Congress leaders are drawing 
less crowds.-Notably, the Prime Minister, known 
for his oratory skills, is failing to work the crowds 
to a frenzy. Neither is Rahul Gandhi,' and much 
less Priyanka Gandhi, able to majorly enthuse the 
crowds. Regional satraps are drawing large crowds 
especially in states where there are the assembly 
elections too, and the mass responses there appear 
to be a shade stronger for the reason that local 
politics and issues are being raised or discussed. 
The calm on the surface is more in relation to the 
national mood. Clearly, there are no major issues 
that divide the nation today other than the issue 
of secularism that the Opposition uses against the 
BJP as a stick to beat it with -  and rightly too. This 
was unlike the 2019 scenario, when Modi had a 
larger mass appeal, strengthened also by the IAF 
fighter jet offensives into the Pakistani territory 
of Balakot, close to the military headquarters of 
Rawalpindi; Modi is perhaps less of a hero in the 
present electoral settings.

The palpable disinterest among the voters is 
bound to have its echo on the June 4 results, which 
are generally believed to hand over power to the 
BJP and Modi on a platter for the third consecutive 
tim e. M o d i expected  around 380 seats for h is party

Election Unlike 
Any Other

. /vs-mrT'Tnv.pn

The Shillong Parliamen­
tary Constituency has nev­
er experienced an election 
campaign as exciting as the 
recent one. Some suggest 
that the election became 
electrifying since the entry 
of the Voice of the Peoples’ 
Party (VPP), a new political 
outfit in the state which iden­
tifies itself as a party with 
a difference. Other reasons 
that made it the most popular 
parliamentary election in the 
state were the different social 
media platforms. Thanks to 
the internet, the campaign 
became a level playing field 
for all, as people could ac­
cess all they needed to know 
about the election to make an 
informed decision.

Ruling dispensation 
caught napping

The MDA partners, par­
ticularly the NPP, did not 
see this coming; they did not 
treat the VPP as a challenger 
to the mighty party and were 
not prepared for the contest. 
What can a party which 
is only four years old and 
with four MLAS do? How 
can they be a challenge to 
the NPP or. the UDP for that 
matter, which has existed 
in the state and has a strong 
network of grassroots work­
ers? Indeed, the party has 
no presence in many of the 
36 constituencies, but what 
makes the people connect 
with the party? The question 
that was not asked was how 
a party with little or no funds 
can even contest in the elec­
tion to the Parliament. So, 
how did the VPP become 
popular with the common 
people on the ground? How 
can an emerging party with 
no funds give the old parties 
in the state a run for their 
money?

What makes VPP click 
with the people?

What makes people con­
nect with the VPP? From 
the speeches of the Party 
P res id en t, o n e  g e ts  th e  id ea  
th a t  th e re  a re  th re e  p ro m i-

By H H  Moh'rmen

progressed, analysts are wondering whether this 
is possible at all. Tougher contests compared to 
2019 are unfolding in many states even as the 
Opposition is still fragmented and the INDIA al­
liance could not whip the mood of the voters up to 
substantial levels. This time, it could rather be that 
the voters would decide matters by themselves. In 
the case of a hung house, the BJP still may have 
the option to widen the NDA with more parties 
and retain power. In  the absence of a wave, and 
the disinterest among the masses being palpable, 
anything is possible.

BgH-r n e n t issu es th a t m ak e  up the 
party’s ideology. From day 
one, the Party President had 
reiterated that the party was 
formed to fight against ram­
pant corruption in the state. 
That was the main agenda 
of the party, and the voters 
are not fools; they read in 
the news about the collapsed 
infrastructure in the State 
Assembly building, the ISBT 
leakage, the substandard con­
struction of roads and build­
ings, and more importantly, 
the political appointees that 
have eaten up the vitals of 
the state exchequer. Clean

politics is the main agenda 
of the new party, and this has 
been its leader’s focus since 
2010 when he first launched 
his clean politics campaign, 
which died a natural death 
because of the lack of public 
support. Ardent Miller Basa- 
iawmoit has been consistent 
in his call for a clean politics 
campaign.

TTie party also calls to fight 
against nepotism, where only 
members of the family of 
those in power or the party’s 
supporters get preference for 
government jobs or contract 
work. Appointments in the 
government offices have been 
made without interviews, as 
the vacancies, particularly 
those at the district level, 
were not even informed to 
the respective District Selec­
tion Committees since the 
posts had been filled by the 
supporters of the ML As. 
The people are not blind to 
these sort of unfair practices, 
and the coming of the VPP, 
which called to fight against 
nepotism, is like rain after a 
diy spell. The third important 
issue mentioned by Basa- 
iawmoit during the election 
campaign was to fight against 
poverty and work to improve 
the economy ofthe state. The 
call on these issues seems 
to resonate with the people 
and common man who with 
no monetary enticement or 
without even giving them a 
cup of tea, attend VPP meet­
ings in hordes.

A video that circulated 
on social media shows how 
Brightstarwell Marbaniang, 
MLA of Mawlai constitu­
ency, after the big election 
campaign for the party’s 
candidate at Mawlai, was 
seen picking up litter from the 
road. The prominent leaders 
of the VPP dress casually, 
and they do not seem to be 
interested in the VIP culture. 
C o m p are  th is  w ith  w h a t is
b e in g  p ro m o ted  b y  th is  G o v ­
ernment, where chairpersons, 
members of different Com­
mittees and Commissions 
and even the leaders of the 
party, indulge in VIP eulture. 
This Government has even 
provided top security cover 
to contractors who are from 
their parties, even if there is 

• no threat perception to their 
lives. Defying court orders, 
one would find the leaders 
of the ruling party .have their 
expensive cars with black 
tinted windows and even 
sirens. The public connects 
this government, particularly

the NPP, as promoters of the 
high-level culture where only 
those close to the powerful 
benefited from government 
works and contracts.' Howev­
er, the VPP leaders walk the 
talk, and they have revealed 
their true selves that they are 
servant leaders.

This makes people con­
nect with the party, its ideol­
ogy, and follow its leaders 
because everything they offer 
is new and refreshing.

NPP shooting itself 
in the foot

The campaign was not 
constructive, as there were 
more entertainers than cam­
paigners in the recent election. 
The canipaign was also very 
ugly, as there was mudsling- 
ing from every direction, but 
in the entire episode, Deputy 
Chief Minister Prestone Tyn- 
song, the star campaigner of 
the NPP, will go downin the 
history as the greatest enter­
tainer during this election. 
He already made a name for 
himself from his own state­
ments like, “ngi pynbiej la ki 
paidbah man ka 5 snem..., ki 
paidbah ki pynbor i'a ngi ban 
tuh..., ngin pynshong ia ki ha 
tnum bus..., ngin i'atreilang 
bad ki ksuid ruh...” we fool 
them every 5 years and they 
succumb to our trick every 
5 years; it is the public that 
force us to become corrupt -  
if they ask us for one hundred 
rupees we steal two hun­
dred from the state coffers. 
Tynsong even ridiculed the 
political partners, particularly 
the UDP when he said, “After 
the election they will come 
begging to us. Since the bus 
is full we will make them sit 
on the roof and they will be 
happy about it.’ And to the 
party’s embarrassment that 
really happened. Now the 
UDP is known as “ka seng 
shong tnum bus” the party 
that is happy even if it has to
s i t  o n  t h e  m n f  o f  t h e  h l i s .

T y n so n g ’s m u c h -ta lk e d -  
about statement was when 
asked about possible alli­
ances that NPP will make 
after the electio.n. He said 
that his Party will work even 
with the devil if the situation 
demands. \

Tynsong and his ilk derive 
happiness from making fun 
of others from the election 
platform. They may have this 
false sense of pride because 
it amuses their supporters 
and makes them laugh, but 
the public is not pleased with 
it. The saying by Abraham 
Lincoln, which was made

popular by Bob Marley in his 
song, "Get Up, Stand Up," 
says, "You can fool all the 
people some of the time and 
some of the people all the 
time, but you cannot fool all 
the people all of the time," is 
very apt here. The public is 
not stupid anymore, and on 
the other hand, another dif­
ferent approach that the new t 
party ushers is that its presi­
dent reiterated every time is 
that the party came to educate 
and not to fool the public.

The public is also hot fool­
ish to the extent of not being 
able to connect the dots when 
more than one crore rupees 
were seized by the police in 
Arunachal Pradesh from a 
vehicle which was part of the 
Chief Minister and Party’s 
President cavalcade. That 
the vehicle belongs to a busi­
nessman who has business 
interests in MeghalayaWs too 
obvious for the public to miss 
the wood for the trees.

The last nail in the NPP 
coffin, at least in the current 
election, is when the BJP de­
cided not to contest from the 
Shillong parliamentary seat 
and instead supports its NDA 
partner. That this is a blunder 
of Himalayan proportion 
for the NPP will be obvious 
when the election results are 
declared. The BJP has its 
own calculation to withdraw 
from the race, but this will 
backfire for the NDA and its 
partner both at the state and 
the national level.

A battle for votes, hits, 
likes and views

Social media played a very 
important role in helping the 
VPP gain the much-needed 
popularity, and the credit goes 
to YouTubers. Common folks 
such as labourers, drivers to 
the hawkers in the street own 
a Smartphone now, and they 
made the best use of it dur­
ing the election. More than 
the registered media houses 
and networks, it is the You-
T ubers w ho  h elp  po p u la rize  
th e  party. T h ey  cover th e  cam - 
paign out of their love for the 
party, and VPP does not have 
to pay for their coverage, not 
even their conveyance. The 
YouTubers may have also 
gained from the likes, sub­
scribes, shares, and views 
that the people made after 
viewing the content, but at 
the end of the day, the party 
gets its message across; the 
public becomes aware, and 
the YouTubers have their 
likes, subscribes, shares, and 
views. For the VPP, like the 
Bard of Avon said, “all’s well 
that ends well.”

Letters to the Editor

Meghalaya an 
unsafe place

Editor,
It is disheartening that 

this Government or rather 
the Police Department of our 
State seem to have forgotten 
tlje recent deaths in Ichamati 
and at Mawlai Mawroh. It’s 
a damn care attitude in many 
aspects. Take for instance the 
tragic loss of a precious life 
of a poor labourer at Mawroh 
at the hands of bloody mur­
derers on the April 10 last. 
Ten days have passed yet it 
seems that the Government 
and its investigating agencies 
have washed their hands off 
this case. Suspects/ accused 
are given freedom to return 
to their normal lives without 
any fear of punishment from 
the law. Now they can live 
and plan their next steps to 
lay their hands on the next 
vulnerable targets. Perhaps 
the case is already closed for 
want of evidence.

The family of the de­
ceased who have lost a hus­
band, a father, a son, an 
uncle and a brother etc., are 
left to fend for themselves 
emotionally and financially 
without any hope that they 
will get justice in the court 
of law. The poor labourers 
death is relegated to that of 
an animal although the man ' 
was faultless. Everyone has 
forgotten about the death, 
it. There were no protests 
either from any quarters 
to urge the Government 
machinery to follow up/ 
investigate the case until 
justice is delivered. We are 
now entering that phase in 
life where unless something 
happens to us personally we 
couldn’t care a damn-about 
others. We have no time, no 
remorse, no feelings and no

regret about what happens 
outside our inner circle. We 
have lost all empathy for the 
sufferings of others. We have 
become a pathetic and numb 
community! Sometimes, it 
becomes difficult to live iff 
this present scenario. We 
have lost the sense of close­
ness towards fellow human 
beings especially towards 
people from outside our 
society and community as if 
we can survive in insularity 
and live as an island. We have 
lost sight of the fact that we are 
inter-dependent and cannot 
progress without the live and 
let live philosophy. The food 
we eat; the clothes to cover 
our chastity; our smallest 
needs all come from outside 
the State as Meghalaya has 
very little internal resource..

Coming back to the role 
of the Government, the less 
said the better. The perpe­
trators of crimes are never 
apprehended and brought 
to book especially when 
victims are the poor and 
down trodden. It seems that 
the authorities \vill sink in 
their teeth only if the crimes 
pertain to the higher echelons 
of society. Our ministers, our 
administrative officials, etc., 
h a v e  not done justice to their
duties and seem to have lost 
the work ethics entrusted on 
them. I will not be wrong in 
saying that in our State, the 
various pressure groups seem 
to have highjacked the entire 
Government machinery be it 
the Police Department, Edu­
cation, Roads & Transport, 
Trade and Commerce P. W.D, 
Health etc. Meghalaya is 
turning into an unsafe place 
where some citizens have 
forfeited the right to life.

Yours etc., 
Helen Dkhar, 

Via email

Attacks in 
Meghalaya of 

communal nature
Editor,
In his letter “Stinging Re­

buke,” (ST April 17, 2024), 
Glenn Kharkongor has point­
ed out a,characteristic of 
Meghalaya’s violence against 
non-tribals that is very sig­
nificant but does not get 
discussed: that the killings 
and pogroms in the state can 
easily be viewed as a case of 
Christian zealots killing de­
fenceless Hindus. And if we 
analyse the facts, one can see 
that such an inference would 
be based on facts.

For one, the history of 
violence in this state began 
in 1979 with vandalism of a 
statue of Maa Kali, a revered 
Hindu goddess. The pogrom 
that followed killed almost 
entirely Bengali Hindus who 
are worshipers of Goddess 
Kali. Next, the pogrom and 
expulsion of 1987 targeted 
almost exclusively Nepali 
Hindus and the violence in 
1992 again largely targeted 
Bihari Hindus. This is not to 
mention the smaller incidents 
of violence that have been a 
constant feature of the state, 
and in most of these cases, 
the victims “happened” to 
be Hindu.

There are also additional 
experiences that support the 
conclusion that this violence 
has a large religious angle. 
Non-tribal residents of the 
state can attest how, dur­
ing the darkest periods of 
violence, Christian holidays 
such as Christmas were the 
most dangerous nights for 
them. There are also accounts 
of how attacks often reached 
a crescendo on Sundays, 
right around the time church

services ended.
Of course, non-Hindus 

have also suffered sporadic 
violence by radical tribal 
bigots over the years, most 
prominent being the attacks 
against the Sikh community. 
As such, I do not argue that the 
violence perpetrated by these 
elements is not racial: rather, 
it is both racial as well as com­
munal. The communal angle 
of the violence in Meghalaya 
has already been picked up by 
sdme oiganizations and groups 
in the mainland, and although 
it is clear we as a state are in a 
class of our own when it comes 
to petty bigotry, there is always 
a chance (however remote it 
may be) of retaliatory conse­
quences. Unless Meghalaya 
cleans up its act (which is 
extremely unlikely, going by 
history and present), we may 
live to see the truly unfortu­
nate day when its violence 
causes sufferings and misery 
even outside its borders.

Yours etc., 
N.K. Kehar 
Shillong- 3

Meghalaya 
Elections: 

Navigating political 
debates amidst 
partisan noise

Editor,
As India has braced itself 

for the general elections, 
the political landscape is 
marred by the cacophony 
of partisan rhetoric and the 
relentless clamour of compet­
ing narratives. Amidst this 
tumult, one aspect that has 
garnered significant attention 
is the role of certain news 
networks in shaping public
discourse, purportedly foster­
ing meaningful debates but

often descending into chaotic 
shouting matches.

Across the airwaves, an­
chors of these networks claim 
to strive for constructive dia­
logue and informed discus­
sion, yet viewers are all too 
familiar with the spectacle 
that ensues, a far cry from 
the reasoned exchange of 
ideas promised. Instead of 
fostering understanding and 
enlightenment, these debates 
often devolve into partisan 
bickering and personal at­
tacks, leaving viewers disillu­
sioned and disenchanted with 
the democratic process.

Behind the facade of im­
partiality, there lurks a subtle 
bias, with anchors covertly 
voicing their support for their 
preferred political parties 
through tactful speech and 
selective framing of issues. 
While ostensibly presenting 
a balanced view, their alle-, 
giance to a particular ideol­
ogy becomes evident through 
the subtle nuances of their ■ 
commentary and the guests 
they choose to feature.

This insidious partisan­
ship not only undermines the 
credibility of the media but 
also distorts public percep­
tion and erodes trust in the 
democratic process. Instead 
of serving as impartial ar­
biters of truth, these news 
networks become conduits 
for the propagation of par­
tisan agendas, perpetuating 
polarization and divisiveness 
within society.

Furthermore, amidst the 
fervour of election season, 
it is imperative for voters 
to exercise discernment and 
critical thinking, resisting the 
temptation to be swayed by 
catchy party songs, slogans, 
or purported past accomplish­
ments. While these may serve 
as effective marketing tools,

they often serve to obfuscate 
substantive issues and distract 
from the real concerns feeing 
the electorate.

In the midst of this media 
maelstrom, it is incumbent 
upon citizens to seek out 
reliable sources of informa­
tion, engage in independent 
research, and demand ac­
countability from both politi­
cians and the media. Rather 
than succumbing to the allure 
of sensationalism and spec­
tacle, Voters must prioritize 
substance over style, holding 
candidates and news networks 
alike to a higher standard of 
integrity and transparency.

As the electoral battle 
heats up, let us not be swayed 
by the cacophony of partisan 
noise or the allure of super­
ficial promises. Instead, let 
us uphold the principles of 
democracy by engaging in 
informed debate, exercising 
our right to vote judiciously, 
and holding our elected rep­
resentatives accountable for 
their actions.

In conclusion, the general 
elections present an opportu­
nity for citizens to reclaim the 
narrative from the clutches 
of partisan propaganda and 
media sensationalism. By 
remaining vigilant and dis­
cerning, we can ensure that 
our democracy remains vi­
brant, resilient, and true to 
the principles of transparency, 
accountability, and informed 
decision-making.

Yours etc., 
Maven Nongrum, 

Shillong

For India, any escalation of Israel-Iran 
war is bad for country’s economy

Modi faces uphill task in 
protecting New Delhi’s 

interest in uncertain times
By Girish Linganna

As the polling for the 
18th Indian Lok Sabha elec­
tions began on April 19, New 
Delhi is closely monitoring 
the growing conflict between 
Iran and Israel. The situation 
in the Middle East is creating 
risks for energy, security, and 
trade that could affect India, 
now the world's most popu­
lous country,

Harsh V Pant, vice-pres­
ident of studies and for­
eign policy at the Observer 
Research Foundation, told 
SCMP that India faces signifi­
cant consequences depending 
on how the situation devel­
ops, which might compel the 
country to make some tough 
decisions. Pant cautioned that 
trade and energy security are 
crucial concerns. He warned 
that if the conflict escalates, it 
could impact the well-being 
and economic stability of 
Indian citizens.

US officials reported on 
Friday thaf Israel attacked 
Iran as a response to Tehran's 
drone strikes on April 12. 
These drone strikes were re­
taliation for an earlier Israeli 
attack on a diplomatic loca­
tion in Syria. Analysts note 
that India's quick calls for 
calm after the drone strikes, 
along with Foreign Minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar’s 
conversations with both his 
Iranian and Israeli counter­
parts, show New Delhi's deep 
concern about the situation.

At a public event on Mon­
day, Jaishankar emphasized

The situation became more 
pressing when Iran's Revo­
lutionary Guards captured a 
cargo ship with Indian sail­
ors near the Strait of Hormuz 
on April 13, highlighting the 
direct impact on India.

Iranian forces released a 
female crew member, Ann 
Tessa Joseph, who returned 
home on Thursday. Dip­
lomatic efforts continue to 
ensure the safe return of 
the other 16 crew members. 
About 100,000 Indians live 
in Israel, and 4,000 in Iran. A 
recent agreement that made 
it easier for Indian construc-. 
tion workers to go to Israel 
is now uncertain. The first 
group of workers travelled 
to Israel in early April.

According to SCMP, 
Talmiz Ahmad, a former 
Indian diplomat with ex­
tensive experience in West 
Asia, said that a full-scale 
war between Israel and Iran 
is still unlikely. If a full- 
scale war were to happen, it 
would pot only affect India 
but would also have serious 
repercussions for the entire 
world, said Talmiz Ahmad, a 
former Indian diplomat who 
has served as ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia, Oman, and 
the UAE.

According to Talmiz Ah­
mad in an interview with 
This Week in Asia on Friday, 
as reported by SCMP, Isra­
el's response was quick and 
forceful, primarily to protect 
its interests and maintain its
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the government's worry about 
a "highly sensitive area" and> 
called, for peace. He added, 
"For the rest of the world and 
especially for India, we are 
looking for ways to reduce 
the tension."

India, witha population of 
1.4 billion and as the third- 
largest oil consumer globally, 
imports more than 80% of 
its oil from the Middle East 
to satisfy its domestic heeds. 
With strategic oil reserves 
only sufficient for one to 
three months, India's need 
for* energy imports is both 
significant and immediate.

India relies heavily on the 
Middle East for its energy 
requirements, primarily for 
oil and natural gas, These 
resources are crucial for pow­
ering the country’s vehicles, 
generating electricity, and 
supplying energy to various 
industries. The Middle East 
is a key supplier due to its 
vast oil reserves, making it 
essential for India to maintain 
stable relations with coun­
tries in this region to secure 
its energy needs.

Natural gas is a type of 
fossil fuel primarily com­
posed of methane. It's found 
underground and is used as 
a source of energy for heat­
ing, cooking, and electricity 
generation. It's also used as a 
fuel for vehicles and as a raw 
material in the manufacture 
of plastics and other com­
mercially important organic 
chemicals. Natural gas is 
valued for its efficiency and 
clean burning compared to 
other fossil fuels, producing 
fewer pollutants and green­
house gases.

India's trade ministry 
has decided not to take any 
immediate policy actions 
regarding the Israel-Iran 
conflict, choosing instead to 
monitor the situation further 
before making any deci­
sions. Analysts say that if 
the conflict worsens, many 
of India's interests could be at 
risk, especially with potential 
instability in the Red Sea.

image. He mentioned that 
this action is unlikely to 
have a significant impact be­
yond Israel and Iran. India’s 
main concern would be if 
the conflict spreads across 
the region. However, if the 
conflict remains between 
Iran and Israel, it will likely 
be minor.

Under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's leader­
ship, India has significantly 
deepened its strategic rela­
tionships with Israel in areas 
such as defence, agriculture, 
and technology. In 2017, 
Prime Minister Modi made 
a landmark visit to Israel,’ 
the first by any Indian prime 
minister. This trip set the 
stage for a dramatic in­
crease in trade between the 
two countries, with bilateral 
trade nearly doubling from 
$5.56 billion in 2018-19 to 
$10.7 billion in 2022-23.

Jon Alterman, Senior 
Vice-President and Director 
of the Middle East Program 
at the Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies, 
noted in a report by SCMP 
that trade between India and 
Iran has decreased over the 
past decade. The relation­
ship has become less strate­
gic compared to when Iran 
was a key supplier of crude 
oil to India. Over 9 million 
Indians reside across various 
countries in the Middle East. 
India has maintained a care­
ful balance in its relations 
with both Israel and Iran, 
avoiding taking sides for 
many years.

According to Alterman, 
a major conflict in the Mid­
dle East could significantly 
threaten the safety of mil­
lions of Indians working 
there and disrupt India's 
trade. Alterman further 
explained that New Delhi 
should concentrate on In­
dia's global position. As ma­
jor powers are more driven 
by competition, how India 
positions itself while main­
taining flexibility is becom­
ing more complicated. (IPA 
Service)
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Sexual crimes on the rise
THE report of sexual assaults on two minors in South 
West Garo Hills sends a chill up the spine. Safety of 
women and minor girls is hugely compromised in 
this matrilineal society. Young girls have never felt so 
unsafe. No matter who the perpetrators of the crime 
are, gang-raping minor girls is something that will 
leave a perpetual scar on them and their families. 
That such vile men get away with impunity is what 
is frightening. Sometimes even when the rapists 
are arrested it takes years for the courts to decide 
the cases and mete out exemplary punishment such 
that similar crimes against women and girls are not 
repeated. In this case since both the girls are minors 
the case would fall under the Prevention of Child 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. In India, only 3 % of 
Child Sexual Abuse related offenses were reported 
to the police. This is due to the social stigma associ­
ated with such abuse. Unfortunately, the minor girls 
carry this stigma for the rest of their lives and would 
require regular counselling to get out of the trauma. 
It is for this reason that the State Commission for the 
Protection of Child Rights has been created across 
states. The Commission is meant to create awareness 
about POCSO and also to teach young girls how to 
keep themselves safe from sexual assaults or rape.

Sexual abuse of minors can and has happened 
within families. Most rapes are committed by known 
persons and not by complete strangers. Hence for a 
young girl even the family with its extended connec­
tions is not a safe space: When sexual assaults hap­
pen within families the case is hushed up to protect 
the family honour. Instead of looking for justice, 
families clamp up and the girl lives a nightmare for 
the rest of her life. Sadly, the criminal justice sys­
tem has consistently failed to address the needs of 
children who have experienced sexual assault and 
to monitor their mental and physical well-being. In 
India, more often than not it is the victim of sexual 
abuse who is taunted or looked at askance instead of 
society standing with the survivor and her family and 
assist them in approaching the courts of law.

It is hoped that police will be able to identify the 
rapists and arrest them because if they get away 
scot-free they will repeat their crimes. It is time 
that NGOs working in the area of women and child 
rights help the survivors of such crimes to report 
the matter and also follow up the matter regularly. 
To leave the entire rpatter only to the family might 
be too burdensome since most survivors of sexual * 
assaults come from poor families. At this juncture 
it must also be stated that the State Commission for 
Women should immediately have a person at the 
helm to address these growing atrocities against 
women and the girl-child. It is not understood as 
to 'Cvhy the Government should allow this post to 
remain vacant for so long when other superfluous 
appointments are made post haste.

Meghalaya and UPSC 
Civil Services Exams

Polling for the Lok Sabha 
Parliamentary elections 2024 
is over in Meghalaya. For 
most it means waiting pa­
tiently and for some even 
waiting with bated breath, 
for the results till June 4, 
2024.

Meanwhile let's talk about 
the other results. That of 
the Union Public Services 
Commission (UPSC) ex­
ams which was announced 
only last week . Meghalaya 
drew a blank once again. 
While from the Northeast 
surprisingly, conflict ridden 
Manipur led the table with 10 
qualifiers; the other 8 being* 
from Assam and Nagaland.

The print media and so­
cial media etc., had a field 
day about the failure of 
Meghalaya to produce any 
achiever this time. The com­
mentaries ranged from the 
insightful to the shallow. 
And the target for the failure 
was in particular, the mythi­
cal endangered indigenous 
community of Meghalaya ( 
the Khasis, Jaintias and Ga- 
ros). Mythically endangered 
because given that the entire 
lock stock and barrel politi­
cal regime and control is in 
the hands of the indigenous 
who have been vested with 
all the powers to determine 
and shape the destiny of the 
State.

Talking about lack of 
motivation, I would like to 
distinguish between self 
motivation and- collective 
motivation. Self- motivation 
originates largely from the 
person himself or herself . 
Nothing can stop a self- mo­
tivated person who is very 
clear about his/her aspira­
tions and goals. That’s how 
.inventions and discover­
ies happen. I will therefore 
dwell more on the collective 
motivation . The mindset 
construct which requires 
to be built for approaching 
UPSC exams and the factors 
which influence that collec­
tive motivation.

Let’s begin with the mind­
set. U PSC  stands for Union 
Public Service Commis­
sion Union here means the 
Union of India or the na­
tion of India. Aiming for a 
UPSC exam therefore im­
plies building a .national 
outlook and mindset which 
is a prerequisite for any as­
pirant for the UPSC exams., 
The mental horizon has to 
stretch beyond one’s State or 
province. That’s why it helps 
to live in metros like Delhi 
, Mumbai , Kolkata etc to 
develop a national mindset. 
Does this collective national 
outlook or mindset exist in 
general among the youth of

By Rudi Warjri

Meghalaya?
The value system

Start with the thought pro- 
' cesses and ideas embedded 
in traditional cultures or the 
traditional values. The wise 
homilies of elders exhort us 
to earn an honest living by 
one’s own sweat or earn­
ing righteously; conducting 
oneself with honour and 
respect etc. Are these values 
even existential in the radar 
of consciousness or just read 
in text books and forgotten? 
Preparing for the UPSC

People.” It embodied the 
sense of a separate entity 
and identity. A separate state 
meant the devolution of 
power and self- governance 
to protect and promote one’s 
interest, culture and customs. 
It is an opportunity to create 
more opportunities, develop 
and optimize one’s potential, 
given the physical, mate­
rial, natural and intellectual 
resources we have. It was 
an opportunity to catch up 
with the rest ofthe advanced 
States in India and indeed

exams means intellectually 
appreciating and digesting * 
these very traditional value 
systems.

Then the practice of the 
aforesaid revered value sys­
tem within the political and 
societal conduct currently. 
Today, mostly , charlatans 
are occupying positions of 
political leadership. The key 
qualification for contesting 
elections is Money. And rue­
fully the majority within the 
society among the electorate 
has also accepted it as nor­
mal. Besides, one wonders 
what work do the 175 plus 
retainers appointed by the 
Government in bodies with 
superlative nom enclatures 
like Economic Task Force, 
Economic Council, Resource 
Mobilization, et al do ? A 
more qualified civil servant 
having to serve these semi­
literate or quasi-educated 
types would be a fatuity. In 
other words a demotivation 
to the youth.

The Golden Jubilee and 
the celebration of 50 years 
of Meghalaya’s statehood 
took place only three years 
ago. Statehood signified 
the attainment of what the 
then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi described, “to fulfil 
the aspirations of the Hill

with the rest of the world. 
Does that collective sense 
of destiny eXist among the 
youth of Meghalaya ?

Political activism
History is replete with il- . 

lustrations about the role of 
political activism in bringing 
change and transformation 
in society such as the ending 
of slavery, the movement 
against racism, against dicta­
torship, women’s empower­
ment etc. Political activism 
also takes the form of politi­
cal parties or as mass move­
ments and pressure groups 
for a cause.

In Meghalaya the leading 
pressure groups as far as I’m 
aw are  a re  th e  K S U , FK JG P, 
HYC, HNYF, HANM, HITO 
, JSU, GSU, etc . Pardon 
me in case I missed out any 
other prominent group. The 
bottom-line declared goal of 
practically all these groups 
is ‘safeguard and protection 
of the rights of the indig­
enous peoples.’ This is in 
line with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples adopted 
in September 2007 and India 
also voted In its favour;

, One asset which the pres­
sure groups have is social 
capital and political mobi­
lization and support among'

the masses. For the sake of 
brevity allow me to take the, 
KSU (Khasi Students Union) 
as an epitome of what essen­
tially means a student centric 
group. The motto ofthe KSU 
is “strive forward children 
of the soil.” Very profound 
indeed ! A perfect beau ideal 
for a UPSC civil services 
indigenous aspirant. Why 
then has this motto failed to 
influence young achievers 
to scale the UPSC exams? 
It’s amusing when I read 
discourses by these pressure 
groups about having more 
indigenous civil services 
bureaucrats when I don’t 
know how many of them 
have ever even gone closer 
to attempting the UPSC ex­
ams. The other is the insular 
mindset. The hindering fear 
and paranoia of the outsider 
- an incompatible mindset 
for a ,UPSC aspirant. This 
river metaphor of poet Khalil 
Gibran is so apt. “The 
river needs to take the risk 
of entering the ocean because 
only then will fear disappear 
because that’s where the 
river will know it’s not about 
disappearing into the ocean 
but of becoming the ocean.' 
Political mobilization needs 
to give space to intellectual 
mobilization. ’

Building an intellectually 
mobilized society also means 
reading. Reading books 
in general and not just text 
books. And even more perni­
cious is the dependence on 
the social media university. 
Most youth now don’t even 
read the newspapers! How 
many visit the library in their 
school, college, university 
or the State Central Library? 
Book therapy is an impera­
tive.

Some commentaries and 
suggestions have raised 
the issue or availability of 
coaching. Coaching does 
help in honing and orga­
nizing the preparation in a 
systematic manner. The key 
however is again the mindset 
that allows coaching itself 
so that it acquires a base 
to take more advantage of 
institutional coaching.

Resistance to change
Charles Darwin says, “It 

is not the strongest of the 
species that survives , nor 
the most intelligent, it is one 
most adaptable to change.” 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
is now the dominant game 
changer for the future. Do 
the youth in Meghalaya even 
know what AI is beyond AI 
in the smartphone? Youth of 
Meghalaya, wake u p !

(The writer is a retired 
diplomat and can be reached 
at rvwarjri@gmail.com)

L etters to the Editor

Ethnic origins: 
staying with 
the science

Editor,
The article by Bhogtoram 

Mawroh, “History of the sub­
continent and the place of the 
Khasis in it” in the Shillong 
Times, Apr 20,2024, makes 
interesting reading. He also 
provides a timeline, which 
is useful to an extent. The 
reader should keep in mind 
that such constructions, 
while acceptable, invariably 
contain some speculative 
elements.

He seems to rely heav­
ily on Tony Joseph’s book, 
“Early Indians”. This is a 
good book, but Tony is a 
journalist who merely puts 
scientific material together, 
in a layman’s way. The sci­
entific articles that he quotes 
are written in abstruse scien­
tific terms that few of us can 
understand. These studies 
are cautious in their conclu­
sions, and rightly mention 
alternative conclusions.

The article seems to make 
the categorical statement 
that, “the Austroasiatic mi­
gration took place from the 
east”, dating it to around 
2000 BCE. There are genet­
ic studies indicating that the 
earliest Austroasiatic tribes, 
Munda and Khasi came 
from the west and much 
earlier. Bhogtoram himself 
says, “65,000 years ago: 
The Out of Africa migrants 
reached India...and then 
moved across the Indian 
subcontinent into southeast 
Asia, east Asia and Austra­
lia.” He neglects to identify

them. They were probably 
the proto-Munda, the first 
settlers in India, from whom 
the Khasis later arose, about 
10,000 years later. These 
Austroasiatic languages are 
the oldest languages in In­
dia.

One of my siblings sent a 
saliva sample to the National 
Geographic genographic 
project. A Khasi friend who 
lives in the UK also sent me 
his report from the same 
project. The DNA report 
that both of them received 
showed that their ancestral 
DNA originated from the 
west. Of course, just because 
a few studies and a couple of 
DNA reports indicate a west­
ern origin for the Khasis, one 
cannot be definite about it 
since there is some evidence 
to an eastern origin, though 
these may indicate a ‘return’ 
migration, since it is dated 
much later.

I recommend Romila 
Thapar’s book, “Which of 
us are Aryan?”. She brings 
together the fields of his­
toriography, archaeology, 
linguistics, mythology, an­
thropology and genetics. 
Each of these chapters is 
written by an expert in the 
field. But both Joseph and 
Thapar say very little about 
the autochthonous tribals of 
India. As for rice, that’s a 
story for another time.

The letter from Salil Ge- 
wali, in the Shillong Times, 
Apr 17,-2024, it is only 
an ideological rant. The 
writer goes to great lengths 
to debunk the Aryan Inva­
sion Theory, which no one 
believes any longer. The 
Aryans, for whom the cor­
rect term is Indo-European,

came to the subcontinent 
as migrant pastoralists, not 
invaders. The mis-spelling 
of the names of eminent In­
dians as Mahatma Ghandhi, 
and Rabindranath Thakur, 
reduces the credibility of 
this letter.

But the letter highlights 
the political hijacking ofthe . 
science of origins. ^  great 
article in Scroll describes 
this phenomenon well. You 
may read it at https .-//scroll. 
in/article/882497/do-rakhi- 
garhi-dna-findings-debunk- 
the-aryan-invasion-theoryr 
or-give-it-more-credence

Yours etc., 
Glenn C. Kharkongor, 

Via email

* “The 
demagogue in 
a democracy”

Editor,
The article, An Election 

Unlike Any Other,1 by HH 
Mohrmen has hyped up cer­
tain aspects of the Voice of 
the People's Party (VPP) and 
portrayed it as the party that 
'clicked with the people. This 
is somewhat misconstrued. 
The VPP has, instead more 
than often, been playing 
the part of the demagogue.
A demagogue is a popular 
leader of a mob who gains 
popularity by arousing the 
common people, kindling 
their sentiments, whipping 
up their passions and appeal­
ing to their emotions through 
oratory skills. Many dema­
gogues have demonstrated 
remarkable skills at moving 
audiences to great emo­
tional depths and heights. 
With their silver- tongued

speeches they make a show 
of appearing to be down 
to earth ordinary citizens 
and treat complex problems 
which require patient and 
thorough analysis as if they 
can be solved in a jiffy.

The most common meth­
ods used by demagogues 
are : (1) scapegoating, that 
is, blaming the in-group's 
troubles on an out- group 
usually of a different ethnic­
ity, religion or social classv 
(2) fear mongering or by 
evoking fear to stir them 
to action, (3) lying without 
regard for factual truth and 
(4) promising the impossible 
and hoodwinking the igno­
rant masses without thinking 
how their promises will be 
accomplished. We have to be 
vigilant against demagogu- 
ery and not blindly follow 
those who claim to be able to 
take us back to better times 
and in turn promote their 
own personal agenda. The 

. secret ofthe demagogue is to 
appear as dumb as his audi­
ence and make the common 
people believe themselves to 
be as smart as them.

Yours etc., 
C. Lyngdoh 
Shillong -3

Clarification
Editor,
Please refer to my ar­

ticle, “Kudos to the VPP but 
to who should Meghalaya 
prefer” (ST April 18, 2024) 
where I stated that after 
the funeral of my mother 
I talked to three lower pri­
mary school teachers who 
allegedly paid money to get 
their jobs recently. Let me

state very clearly that those 
three teachers ate not from 
Rangblang village. I did not 
meet any of them. Those 
who came for the funeral 
were also from Mawkyr­
wat, Nongstoin, Sortaparhar, 
Shillong. Garo Hills and 
other places. These three 
could be from anywhere in 
the state. I also did not men­
tion whether the teachers are 
from Government Lower 
Primary Schools, or Deficit 
Schools, Ad-hoc or any cat-. 
egory for I don't even know 
which category they belong 
to. So let us not presume 
that these three teachers are 
all only from Rangblang 
village.

Secondly, the term ‘re­
cently’ may not mean this 
year or last year or the year 
before. In fact, I am not sure 
when they were appointed. 
Thirdly I mentioned three. 
There could be even more 
having been made aware of 
more cases. Lastly, when I 
said ‘I talked to’ it does not 
mean I talked to them per­
sonally. It could have been 
over the phone or on social 
media.

Yours etc., 
Albert Thymiang, 

Via email

Candidates 
& political 

parties, don’t 
jump to 

conclusions
Editor,
Apropos o f the news item 

“P o litica l parties d issect

performance after polls” 
and “NPP awaits report VPP 
brims with confidence” (ST 
21st April 2024) made in­
teresting reading. There is 
a thing called, “hope for 
the best and prepare for the 
worst to come.” When the 
fate of the contestants is 
sealed in the EVMs it is next 
to impossible to say you are 
winning. My advice to all the 
parties is to revisit the data 
of 2023 and see what your 
strength was and then work 
your math at the booth level 
and then come out with the 
probable numbers. Words 
can lie but numbers do not 
lie. Data shows that a nascent 
regional party won 9 votes 
out of 100 votes from 18 
segments that contested the 
election in 2023 securing one 
lakh plus votes. Let us as­
sume that the party increases 
its vote share by one hundred 
percent on June 4,2024 over 
2023. One can work out the 
math and get a figure. It is 
a pipe dream to win an'MP 
election with two lakh votes 
given the high percentage of 
voting of 73.78 percent in 
the just concluded 1 st Phase 
of the election to the 18th 
Lok Sabha from 1 Shillong 
Parliamentary Constituency. 
The best thing is to keep your 
fingers crossed and relax till 
the June 4 ,2024.

Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

A BJP slide 
is not unlikely

By Jagdish Rattanani
It is never easy or safe to 

read the mood of the nation, 
particularly in the midst of a 
national election that is well 
spread out, this one running 
over 40 days and in seven 
phases. With that cayeat, it 
must still be said that there is 
more than a whiff beginning 
to gather against the BJP, 
light to moderate in intensity 
at best, depending on who is 
making the analysis. At this 
stage though, with one phase 
ofthe election behind us, it is 
difficult to say if and how this 
sentiment may build, or if the 
pattern can grow to become a 
gathering storm against giv­
ing Narendra Modi a straight 
third term.

for his back-and-forth into 
the BJP fold. It is difficult to 
see how the JD(U)-BJP-LJP 
troika of the NDA can de­
liver 39 of the 40 seats-they 
bagged in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls. Tejashwi Yadav of the 
RJD is leading an energetic 
campaign, directing his fire 
not plainly at Nitish Kumar, 
who Yadav refers to as the 
“respected” Chief Minister, 
but at his inner circle that 
the RJD says has used the 
Chief Minister for their nar­
row ends. This lends itself to 
the unstated suggestion that 
Nitish Kumar has become a 
pawn, is not in control and 
is being manipulated by the 
BJP, which has failed tp meet

The sentiment, if it is to 
gather, will have to stand 
agaiiist the overwhelming 
money power and consequent 
reach and impact of the BJP 
campaign. The BJP’s visibly 
heavy spends border on the 
vulgar, the Rs.8,250 crore it 
got from the now-declared 
illegal electoral bonds scheme 
finding its way to overwhelm 
the electorate! Yet, this heavily 
slanted money power can also 
harm because while it enables 
unparalleled reach on the one 
hand, it serves to highlight 
the BJP’s huge negatives 
on the other hand -  a loud, 
overbearing, cocky persona 
that may not help during a 
time of seeking votes. The. 
BJP has the largest share of 
private helicopter bookings 
for its leaders, not counting 
the travel of the Prime Min­
ister. The party has outspent 
the Congress four-to-one 
on Google search ads and 
three-to-one onFacebookads, 
according to Reuters. It uses, 
this as part of psychological 
warfare to plug its surface 
narrative, which is that the 
BJP will improve its tally of 
303 seats from 2019.

It is difficult to see how 
this might be possible un­
less the ruling alliance holds 
old ground and covers new 

• ground in areas it did not do 
well the last time, say the en­
tire Southern region or parts 
of the . Eastern region. In the 
South, the NDA alliance in 
20191 won 30 out of 130 seats 
in the five states of Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Telangana, but 25 
of them came from Karna­
taka. Karnataka now has a 
Congress State government 
noted for progressive initia­
tives, boosting its standing 
and campaign energy, and so 
it is highly unlikely that the 
BJP will reach its 2019 tally 
of25 out of the 28 Lok Sabha 
seats in the State.

There is a BJP-led hype of 
the party doing well in Tamil 
Nadu, where it drew a blank 
the last time and is now put­
ting up a stiff fight in the urban 
areas. But the BJP campaign 
positioned as an ideological 
challenge to the Dravidian 
movement is unlikely to find 
resonance in the State where 
all regional parties trace their 
origins and ideologies directly 
or indirectly to the Dravidian 
movement of Periyar. The 
DMK has also been able to 
put up a strong campaign tar­
geting the Prime Minister in 
particular and calling him out 
repeatedly for having institu­
tionalised corruption. The BJP 
may well draw a blank here. 
Thus, with no scope of grow­
ing in the Northern region, 
where the BJP maxed out in 
2019, and no new ground 
from elsewhere, it becomes 
almost impossible for the 
BJP to improve its overall 
2019 tally. In fact, the party 
can slide significantly from its 
self-stated benchmarks given 
the new realities in States like 
Bihar and Maharashtra.

In Bihar, the moniker of 
“paltu ram” appears to have 
latched on to Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar of the JD(U)

Bihar’s demand for a “special 
status” -  a consistent ask of 
the Centre aiid a demand that; 
has disappeared from Nitish 
Kumar’s vocabulary since he 
returned to the BJP fold.

In Maharashtra, the forced 
splitting of the Shiv Sena and 
the NCP has hurt Maharash­
trian pride and built a strong 
undercurrent of anger against 
the BJP, whose actions ac­
quired the colour of Gujarat 
being used to manipulate an 
elected government in Maha­
rashtra. The BJP leadership 
used Surat in Gujarat (and 
later Guwahati) as a safe city 
to whisk away MLAs while 
it engineered the split. Maha­
rashtra and Gujarat were one 
State till an agitation gave 
birth to Maharashtra witli 
Mumbai as its capital. Down­
town Mumbai has a hutatma 
chowk, a martyrs’ memorial 
in memory of those who died 
in the struggle for a separate 
Marathi-speaking Maharash­
tra State when Moratji Desai 
was the Chief Minister of the 
then Bombay-Gujarat com­
bine called Bombay State. In 
the 2019 and 2014 Lok Sabha 
polls, the BJP and the Shiv 
Sena fighting ill an alliance 
got 41 of the 48 Maharashtra 
seats. Expect the BJP to pay 
a heavy price here against 
a united opposition of the 
Congress, Sharad Pawar’s 
NCP and the original Uddhav 
Thackeray part of the Shiv 
Sena. The BJP MP from Am- 
ravati Navneet Rana .openly 
said at a public rally that there 
is no Modi wave at work this 
time. '  1

There are also reports of 
the Congress receiving an en­
thusiastic response in several 
other States, but the downside 
is the negative impact of the 
ugly CPI-Congress spat over 
Wayanad and the uncertainty 
over Amethi, the seat which 
Robert Vadra has claimed by 
speaking apparently out of 
turn to queer the Congress 
pitch.

On the other side, the 
BJP’s prime face, the Prime 
Minister, too, looks tired and 
lacklustre. Like a fix that you 
need more of over time, he Ms 
begun overusing (even by the 
BJP standards!) religion with 
calls Mid cries that border on . 
the vaudevillian. At one meet­
ing, he asked his audience to 
put on their mobile torches 
during the day to send light 
at a time the sun’s rays were 
being mirrored on the idol of 
Lord Ram on his “birthday” 
being celebrated in the temple 
at Ayodhya. At the same meet­
ing, he offered this triple slip: 
‘Modi ki guarantee yani guar­
antee pura hone ki guarantee’ 
(Modi’s guarantee means the 
guarantee of fulfilling the 
guarantee).

But we can let-that pass -  
call it stress, fatigue or a the­
atre of the absurd in the midst 
of a festival of democracy that 
we hope India will continue to 
celebrate in the future.

(The writer is a journal­
ist and faculty member at 
SPJIMR. Views are personal) 
(Syndicate: The Billion Press) 
(e-mail: editor@thebillion- 
press.org)
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PM as polarizer
THE clearest indication yet of Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi losing his confidence to sweep this 
parliament poll came on Sunday, when he threw 
caution to the winds and indulged in what many saw 
as a “hate speech” -  targeting the 20 crore Muslims 
of this nation directly. Consider the fact that Modi 
had never spoken out against Muslims in the past 
10 years of his governance though such sentiments 
always pervaded the BJP’s governing establishment 
and organisational set-up across the board. It would 
appear that the PM has taken out the “last weapon” 
in his armour to win this election for himself and 
his party — via a fresh communal polarization. His 
warning to his Hindu brethren, divided as they were, 
was that Muslim “infiltrators” would take India’s 
wealth away if the Congress party returned to power. 
The Congress, he said, would distribute the nation’s 
wealth to “those who have more children, to the 
infiltrators:”

The PM was obviously talking through his hat. 
But there was a method in the madness. His last 
ditch attempt, obviously, was to unify the Hindus 
against the “invisible enemy” -  the Muslims -  and 
polarise the society during the poll season. This is 
clear as sunlight; and it is equally well-understood 
that Modi is turning desperate to win the elections 
even as the Opposition is not yet showing any signs 
of waging a strong battle at the hustings in several 
states, principally the Hindi belt which is where the 
BJP pins its main hopes on.

Dividing the society vertically was what the BJP 
always took a special interest in and reaped rewards. 
The Modi establishment did attempt a polarization 
on communal lines a while before the polls by assert­
ing that it would implement the Citizenship Amend­
ment Act (CAA). This, even as it was a foregone 
conclusion that the BJP was all for driving out the 
illegal Muslim migrants from Bangladesh and other 
neighbouring countries. The Congress party proved 
smarter and it refused to catch the bait. Obviously, 
the BJP was crestfallen, also for the reason that the 
party or Modi could not come up with a new agenda 
for the nation. Instead, they harped on the familiar 
themes, trumpeted the “development” that the Modi 
government brought to the nation in the past 10 
years, highlighted the “temples” push in Ayodhya 
and even abroad, and the government’s achieve­
ment in  Kashmir vis-a-vis the nullification of the 
special status. To the voters, obviously, all these no 
longer made sense. In fact, this is a rare situation in 
which the nation is facing the polls without a special 
agenda. Modi’s listing of his achievements, it might 
seem, is failing to click with the electorate. From a 
vantage point, Modi understands as much.

Need to integrate local history 
and knowledge in school education
In the past few days, we 

were sitting as a family and 
talking about ‘histoiy’ and 
how the East India Company 
had come to the Khasi Hills. 
My children were very in­
trigued by the events that I 
narrated. I realized that my 
children and many others 
in our state may not know 
nor have ever read anything 
about the history of tribal 
communities. This kept me 
thinking. The Meghalaya 
State Education Policy’s vi­
sion is, “to provide stimulat­
ing and equitable education 
of the highest quality that 
will foster innovation, trans­
formation, and facilitate 
inclusive growth and de­
velopment in the State.” To 
attain this vision, one of its 
objectives in the mission is, 
“Local human and physical 
resources will be identi­
fied to ensure the effective 
participation of indigenous 
and local communities in 
decision-making and to pre­
serve, maintain, and promote 
traditional knowledge.” 

Countries around the 
w orld, especially those 
which have been colonized, 
are reexamining their cur­
riculum in the'process of 
decolonizing their education. 
There seems to be a com­
mon thread emerging; their 
heritage and knowledge of 
tribal/indigenous communi­
ties have been rejected, sup­
pressed, and ignored by the 
education system. Is this true 
of our education system too? 
From my experience and I 
believe many will agree with 
me, this is true. I read about 
the history of how the Brit­
ish came into contact with 
the tribal communities in 
Meghalaya and other states 
because of my own interest 
as an adult. Was any of it in­
cluded in our history books? 
Even in science subjects, 
we parroted the examples of 
herbs and trees like ‘neem’ or 
‘banyan’ that we have never 
seen. What about geography? 
Nothing of local geography 
is included. However, my 
mother told me that local 
geography was included in 
their books, in thel950’s. 
In health education, are the 
locally available high nutri­
ent vegetables and fruits

ByMelari Shisha Nongrum

included? In a globalized 
world, how important is local 
knowledge for our children 
and adolescents?

The United Nations De­
partment of Economic and 
Social Affairs, in its docu­
ment on indigenous educa­
tion, states that when chil­
dren’s learning processes are 
detached from their context, 
they are in danger of losing 
part of their identity, their 
connection with their pre­
decessors, and the land they 
belong to. Reflecting on this 
statement, let’s look around 
and see the destructive ways 
we have allowed human ac­
tivities to mercilessly destroy 
our heritage, our mother 
earth, our state. Two to three 
generations of formal educa­
tion seem to have erased all 
the rich heritage so integral 
to our existence. We have al­
lowed this to happen because 
maybe we have lost the un­
derstanding of the ‘connect­
edness to mother earth’, the 
‘ecological balance’ that we 
proclaim to be ‘guardians’ of. 
Research by Garnett et al., 
(2018) in Nature Sustainabil­
ity indicates that indigenous 
people around the world have 
access to over a quarter of 
the world’s land surface and 
intersect about 40% of all 
terrestrial protected areas 
and ecologically intact land­
scapes (for example, boreal 
and tropical primary forests, 
savannas, and marshes). Are 
we part of this narrative? We 
have forgotten this intricate 
relationship we have with 
‘mother earth’; we have 
used the capitalist lens of 
using ‘it’ as.a resource only. 
Where is the gap? How is 
this ‘interconnectedness with 
nature’ that we boast of slip­
ping away? I believe it is 
our mindset (which assumes 
the pivotal role of shaping 
the narrative, influences ev­
ery decision, every action), 
which has been shaped by the 
education we received. An 
education that has been de­
void of any discussion, dis­
course on ‘our history’, ‘our 
heritage’, ‘connectedness to 
nature’, ‘our responsibility 
towards the sustainable use

of natural resources’.
The United Nations Per­

manent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues nearly 20 years ago 
discussed and recognized 
the importance of inclusion 
of indigenous education in 
children’s cultural under­
standing, their connection 
to their stated environment, 
and the values o f sustain­
able development ingrained 
in traditional knowledge 
systems. There are varying 
efforts around the world to 
include indigenous education 
in mainstream education. A 
few examples are the state 
of Oregon in the US, the 
Ambara region of Ethiopia, 
Canada, Australia, to name 
a few.

If  we were to accom­
plish the vision and mission 
of the State’s Education 
Policy, we need to initiate 
talks, discussions, and hold 
consultations to include our 
local history, geography, 
agrobiodiversity, culture, 
values, traditional gover­
nance, traditional ecological 
knowledge etc., into school 
curriculum. We already have 
a State Education Commis­
sion with very accomplished 
educationists from the tribal 
communities who could play 
a lead role. There is an enor­
mous amount of indigenous 
literature that has already 
been published fr6m various 
fields. However, we must 
also recognize the fact that 
traditional knowledge varies 
from one region to another. 
I remember a conversation I 
had with a Kong Thei (name 
changed), a wise lady from 
Ri Bhoi last year. She told me 
that there is a type of bamboo 
used for construction. She 
added that one should know 
which type of bamboo, when 
to harvest the bamboo, and at 
which stage of its maturity 
it should be, otherwise, the 
bamboo does not last long 
and the rampant harvesting 
of bamboo also affects its 
propagation ‘ktah pat ia ka 
jingroi, hynrei u lah ban duh 
noh’. Similar knowledge was 
shared with me when I spoke 
to basket weavers from Wah- 
sohra. The bamboo is not

the same, but the principles 
are the same. So, instead of 
dwelling too much on what 
should be included in the 
textbooks, the thrust should 
be to develop pedagogies that 
promote learning from elders 
in their homes, neighbour­
hoods and communities. Part 
of the process of decoloniz­
ing education is re-establish­
ing links to the community. 
Education should not occur 
in a vacuum, and these links 
are essential for contextual- 
izing knowledge, deepening 
understanding, encouraging 
community involvement, and 
reconnecting students with 
our vital support system, our 
land and community.

Since efforts are ongo­
ing, there is no conclusive 
evidence of the benefits of 
integrating the history, cul­
ture, and traditions of tribal 
communities into education 
though there are some tes­
timonies indicating active 
engagement into one’s learn­
ing which was seen among 
children in Oregon. From my 
personal journey, I've found 
that delving into the rich tap­
estry of tribal heritage instills 
a sense of pride in my own 
culture, values and systems 
thereof which has helped me 
to learn and practice within 
my own limitations. It has 
also helped me to appreciate 
the diversity and develop a 
greater understanding and 
respect for the traditions of 
others.

Therefore, I believe that 
initiatives to incorporate 
indigenous knowledge into 
education are not only about 
reconnecting tribal indi­
viduals with their culture and 
heritage but to also offer a 
valuable learning opportu­
nity for all students, regard­
less of their background. 
By broadening the scope of 
education to include diverse 
cultural perspectives, we can 
promote empathy, cultural 
awareness, and a sense of 
‘connectedness with mother 
earth’ which will hopefully 
translate into us becoming 
the real custodians of our 
land. :

(The writer works atllPH  
Shillong and can be con­
tacted at melarisnongrum@ 
gmail.com)

I Letters to the Editor

Dangers of 
demagoguery

Editor,
The letter to the editor 

captioned, “The demagogue 
in a democracy” (ST 23rd 
April 2024) by C Lyngdoh 
made interesting reading. 
Throughout history, there 
have been several notable 
demagogues—individuals 
who appealed to emotions 
and prejudices to further 
their own political ends. 
Some classical demagogues 
include Cleon of Athens who 
nearly brought the city’s 
democracy to its knees and 
earned him the reputation of 
being the most brutal dema­
gogues in history. Cleon 
advocated for executing not 
only the rebels but every 
male citizen of Mytilene. 
He argued that leniency 
would be a sign of weak­
ness and that intellectuals 
lacked the practical com­
mon sense needed for such 
decisions. Fortunately, his 
opponent, Diodotus encour­
aged self-restraint among 
the Athenians and improved 
their democracy. Another 
demagogue in the US named 
Lewis Charles Levin stirred 
up the masses, sowed divi­
sions, and distorted logic 
and truth. Demagoguery has 
been a societal staple since 
ancient times, and wherever 
there are segments of society 
that can be riled up, there 
will be demagogues.

We also have modern 
demagogues like Vladimir 
Putin the Russian President 
who has skilfully used na­
tionalist sentiments, anti- 
western rhetoric, and a strong 
man image to consolidate his 
power. His ability to manipu­
late public opinion through 
emotional appeals and pro­
paganda is a classic example 
of modern demagoguery. 
There’s Recep Tayyip Erdo- 
gan, Head of State o fTurkey

whose speeches often rely on 
emotional language, portray­
ing opponents as enemies of 
.the nation. His crackdown 
on dissent,,control over me­
dia, and appeals to religious 
identity demonstrate dema­
gogic behaviour. We also 
have Nigel Farage of the 
Brexit Movement, who used 
anti-immigrant sentiments 
and fear of globalisation to 
rally support for leaving the 
European Union. His fiery 
speeches and provocative 
statements tapped into public 
frustration, making him a 
key demagogue dining the 
Brexit campaign. Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro is 
known for his controversial 
statements, including mi- 
sogynistic, homophobic,-and 
authoritarian remarks.

The characterization of 
Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi as a demagogue is a 
topic of much debate and. 
discussion. Historian, Ra- 
machandra Guha considers 
Modi to be a demagogue, 
placing him alongside other 
notable figures like the for­
mer US President Donald 
Trump and former Prime 
M inister o f the United 
Kingdom, Boris Johnson. 
Guha describes Modi as a 
politician who believes he 
is larger than his party and 
government. He accuses 
Modi of using deceit and 
falsehood to consolidate his 
power. Guha’s assessment 
highlights Modi’s approach 
to governance, emphasizing 
self-promotion and a ten­
dency to prioritize personal 
interests over democratic 
norms.

Beyond individual opin­
ions, it is essential to consider 
the broader context because 
demagoguery is a complex 
phenomenon, and its as­
sessment can vary based on 
political leanings, historical 
context, and personal biases. 
Some argue that M odi’s 
charismatic leadership and 
ability to connect with the

masses are not inherently 
negative. They view him as a 
strong leader who has imple­
mented- significant policy 
changes. Others point to in­
stances of divisive rhetoric, 
suppression of dissent, and 
an emphasis on personality 
cult, which align with dema­
gogic tendencies. It is crucial 
to critically evaluate Modi’s 
actions, policies, and impact 
on democratic institutions. 
Democracy thrives when 
citizens engage in informed 
discussion and hold leaders 
accountable.

Since demagogues can 
emerge in various contexts, 
exploiting societal divisions 
and emotions to further their 
agenda, vigilance and critical 
thinking are essential to safe­
guard democracy from their 
influence. C Lyngdoh has 
rightly called on the people 
of Meghalaya to be vigi­
lant against demagoguery 
because if poses significant 
dangers in today’s world, 
impacting societies, politics, 
and individual well-being. 
These demagogues under­
mine critical thinking and in­
formed decision-making, so 
that citizens become suscep­
tible to simplistic solutions, 
ignoring complex realities. 
They exploit existing divi­
sions along political, ethnic, 
or religious lines, fragment­
ing society and hindering 
cooperation and progress. 
Demagogues attack demo­
cratic norms, institutions, 
and check and balances. 
They label independent me­
dia, judiciary, and opposi­
tion as enemies, weakening 
the democratic fabric. They 
curtail free speech, dissent 
and individual rights; fuel 
prejudice, discrimination, 
and exclusion and they are a 
threat to civil liberties.

Demagogues prioritize 
popularity over evidence- 
based policies which in turn 
harms economies, the envi­
ronment, and social welfare. 
Their nationalist rhetoric can

strain international relations 
and makes cooperation dif­
ficult, leading to conflicts.

Demagogues exploit 
fear, anger and frustration 
that compels citizens to act 
against their own interests 
due to emotional manipula­
tion. And yes, they shift the 
Overton window, making 
extreme views more accept­
able, so that their radical ide­
ologies gain ground. Lastly, 
they can escalate tensions, 
affecting peace and security. 
Vigilance, media literacy and 
promoting rational discourse 
are crucial to counter these 
dangers..

Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh, 

Via email

Ten years of 
PM Modi

Editor,
India is "the largest de­

mocracy in the world," but 
now democracy is regressing 
and its economy is also slow­
ing. What has PM Modi's ten 
years in power brought us?

Unemployment remains 
high. Joblessness is par­
ticularly high among India's 
youth - with those aged 15 
to 29 making up a stagger­
ing 83% of all unemployed 
people in India, according 
to the "India Employment 
Report 2024", published last 
month by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
and the Institute of Human 
Development (IHD). The 
BJP-led government did not 
provide jobs to two crore 
youth in a year as was prom­
ised by Modi in the run up to 
the 2014 general elections.

Dictatorship : In order 
to successfully win votes, 
PM Modi froze the bank ac­
counts of the Congress Party 
due to tax disputes before 
the national elections, pre­
venting the Congress Party 
from carrying out normal

campaign activities, there­
by stifling democracy and 
weakening the party. Later, 
Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi's 
CM and chairman of the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
was detained on corruption 
charges. BJP expelled KS 
Eshwarappa from the party 
for 6 years for embarrassing 
the party by contesting as 
an Independent from Shi- 
vamogga constituency, says 
Karnataka BJP. Reports have 
emerged of opposition party 
members being coerced into 
joining the BJP with the 
threat of arrest, while they 
were underinvestigation by 
state agencies. Other reports 
suggest politicians have had 
their probes dropped after 
switching sides.

Inciting hatred : The 
Citizenship Amendment 
Act provides a fast track to 
naturalization for Hindus, 
Parsis, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains and Christians who 
fled to Hindu-majority India 
from Afghanistan, Bangla­
desh and Pakistan before 
Dec. 31, 2014. But the law 
excludes Muslims. In his 
campaign speech on April 
21,2024, PM Modi referred 
to Muslims as "infiltrators" 
and those who have "more 
children" who would steal 
national wealth, deliber­
ately inciting hatred between 
Hindus and Muslims. The 
"deeply objectionable" state­
ment violated sections of the 
law that prohibit candidates 
from asking people to vote 
or refrain from voting for 
anyone on the grounds of 
"religion", "community" or 
"religious symbols", but he 
didn't receive warning or 
punishment.

Corruption is rife : The 
BJP led by Modi has prom­
ised to eliminate corruption, 
but the CMS-India Cor­
ruption Study 2018 con­
ducted by CMS in 13 states 
(including 6 states and 11 
public services ruled by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party)

shows that corruption has not 
only increased dining Mo­
di’s tenure, but Indians also 
believe the PM is not serious 
about fighting corruption. 
On February 15, an opaque 
system of political financing 
introduced under the Modi 
government in 2017 was 
declared unconstitutional by 
the Supreme Court. In the 
“electoral bonds” system, 
individuals and companies 
were permitted to make 
unlimited and anonymous 
donations to political par­
ties through the purchase of 
bonds from the State Bank 
of India. These data revealed 
Modi’s BJP as the prime 
beneficiary of hundreds of 
millions of dollars of dona­
tions by corporations and 
individuals since 2019.

Democracy in retreat : 
Following a declining trend 
that emerged in 2017, India's 

.press freedom rank dropped 
further to 161 out of 180 
countries surveyed in the 
World Press Freedom Index 
released by Reporters With­
out Borders in 2023. As the 
"largest democracy in the 
world", media reporting in 
India should also be free, 
fair, objective and not threat­
ened by parties. However, 
during the elections BJP 
plans to release at least ten 
movies to "clearly" focus oh 
the "key policies and talking 
points" of the BJP.

Further, the BJP govern­
ment has invited Delhi-based 
think tank Observer Research 
Foundation to develop a 
"homegrown democracy 
ratings index” to counter 
"Western-based rankings".

Yours etc., 
Avyaan Sharma, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times_____

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

Precise, Coloured and De­
tailed..!

As I see the stupid rebuilt 
flyover in Andheri, Mumbai, 
which is six feet higher than 
one of the arms leading to 
Juhu, and hear the ridicule the 
government has to face over 
it, I am also reminded of the 
time a few years ago when air- 
conditioned local trains were 
going to be introduced.

The day arrived, the show­
piece train was put on the 
tracks and- must have even 
started on its trial run, when 
the engine driver must have 
brought the train to a screech­
ing halt screaming, “The train 
is too tall, it won’t pass under 
that bridge!”

Yes the train, built was 
4.335 metres tall, whereas the 
bridges were as low as 4.27 
metres! Not one bridge, not 
two, but most of the bridges 
on the route! t

How could they have made 
such a terrible mistake?

Simple; in the haste of 
trying to fulfill a dream, they 
forgot to be precise with de­
tail - the detail of doing their 
research.

Today, India is all alive 
with the idea of starting start­
ups. But from what I’ve heard

lack of facts, spreading our­
selves thin with, engagements 
or relying too much on Voice 
and delivery to fool audiences 
and participants.

As I study the scriptures, I 
find that God to the contrary 
is a God of detail. Just look 
at the way He explains the 
physical features of the Taber­
nacle, in which He wants the 
traveling Israelites to worship 
Him in., “Make a curtain of 
blue, purple and scarlet yam 
and finely twisted linen, with 
cherubim woven into it by a - 
skilled worker. Hang it with 
gold hooks on four posts of 
acacia wood overlaid with 
gold and standing on four 
silver bases.

“Make the tabernacle with 
ten curtains of finely twisted 
linen and blue, purple and 
scarlet yam, with cherubim 
woven into them by a skilled 
worker. All the curtains are 
to be the samesize—twenty- 
eight cubits long and four 
cubits wide. Join five of the 
curtains together, and do the 
same with the other five. 
Make loops of blue mate­
rial along the edgQ of the end 
curtain in one set* and do the 
same with the end curtain in 
the other set. Make fifty loops

BOB’S BANTER

B Y  R O B E R T  C L E M E N T S

more than ninety percent of 
these start-ups fail. They fail 
because they have not spent 
time and a little money to go 
into the details of their idea.

All of us feel any new idea 
is a brilliant idea. I am sure the 
tearn which designed the air- 
conditioned train in Chennai, 
thought that having a taller 
train with more height for the 
passengers was the best thing 
they could do. “Mumbai peo­
ple need more air, more head 
room!” must have been how 
they would have whispered 
to each other as the train was 
built. “Mumbai commuters 
will thank us!” they must have 
said, and today because of the 
lack of research, because they 
have to start from the drawing 
board again, the people of 
Mumbai are angry.

How simple it would have 
been for a team of engineers to 
have checked the train route, 
measured the height of the 
old British built bridges and 
built a prototype of the correct 
measurements.

Research is often simple, 
but quite painstaking. Because 
it is laborious and a bit slow, 
and because we are impatient 
trying to fulfill a dream, we 
tend to bypass it. That’s like 
attempting suicide!

There may be many of 
you with fantasies of a new 
venture, a brilliant idea for a 
startup, but before doing any­
thing, painstakingly go into, 
details, find out whether it will 
work on a  big scale, where it 
will work, and whetherpeople 
are ready for your idea.

If any of you plan to start 
a new business, are filled 
with excitement over a brand- 
new dream. If any of you 
see yourself as the next Bill 
Gates, don’t build a train that 
won’t go under bridges, just 
do your research first, go into 
intricate details, otherwise like 
the Andheri flyover that has 
caused the present govern­
ment much embarrassment, 
you may become, like them, 
the laughing stock of the 
world! Something that sad­
dens me no end, is how speak­
ers, writers, preachers and so- 
called life coaches try to get 
by without in-depth knowl­
edge and with just superficial 
rhetoric. Either it’s because of

" on one curtain and fifty loops 
on the end curtain of the other 
set, with the loops opposite 
each other.’

And that’s just the begin­
ning, as God gives detailed 
and precise instructions of 
every Square inch and cubic 
feet of the tabernacle.

Study how He does not 
leave the coming of Jesus to 
chance, but there are actually 
574 verses in the Old Testa­
ment that somehow point to 
or describe or reference the 
coming Messiah. And all the 
prophecies were fulfilled, 
why? So that you and I can 
know without a shadow of a 
doubt who Jesus is.

And then let’s look at the 
boring genealogy or the ‘be- 
gats’ that line both the Old 
and New Testament, show­
ing a very thorough God, 
painstakingly fitting each 
Biblical character into his 
historical slot to give absolute 
authenticity and legitimacy to 
the events.

How do you and I preach 
or teach or speak? Do we cut 
and paste sermons, use voice 
and fancy gestures, or do we 
who have been made in the 
image of God, use those same 
powers to dig deep, think deep 
and construct fortified unbeat­
able talk or articles?

God loved colour too, 
“Make a curtain of blue,

. purple and scarlet yam and 
finely twisted linen, with 
cherubim woven into it by a 
skilled worker. Hang it with 
gold hooks on foyr posts of 
acacia wood overlaid with 
gold and standing on four 
silver bases.’

Start creating powerful 
talk, far reaching, exhaustive 
and comprehensive writ­
ing, with precise details, all 
founded on well researched 
facts.

And don’t forget, the blue, 
the purple, the scarlet and 
gold; colours that enrich the 
words you say or write!

You want to do well in 
life, be precise, coloured and 
detailed...!

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers and Speakers 
Course. For more details 
send a thumbs-up to him on 
WhatsApp 9892572883 or 
bobsbanter@gmail.com

mailto:bobsbanter@gmail.com
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VPP’s expulsion overdrive
THREE former members of the Voice of Peoples’ 
Party (VPP) who evidently resigned from the 
Party some months ago but refrained from mak­
ing public their resignations since the Lok Sabha 
election was in the offing and they did not wish 
to create controversies, are now being expelled 
immediately after the elections were done and 
dusted. The right thing to do would have been for 
the VPP to accept their resignations graciously. 
Any political party that does not. accommodate 
dissenting voices and whose leaders believe they 
must have the last word will reach a point when 
they must bend or break. It is possible that some 
members feel a sense of claustrophobia by certain 
stances taken by the Party such as an overt refer­
ence to religion at all public meetings which in 
many ways mimics the BJP’s Hindutva position. 
The dangers of using a particular religion in a 
country as diverse as India and even in a State like 
Meghalaya is fraught since there are people of dif­
ferent beliefs who feel excluded when a political 
party uses religion as a bait.

In a multi-party democracy that India is, politi­
cians are constantly looking for a party that best 
represents their interests and those of their vote 
banks. When they feel that a political party they 
belong to tends to alienate their voters then they 
shift to a party that is more accommodating of 
differences. Also, politicians by and large have 
accepted the fact that ‘clean politics’ is a mirage 
since political parties invariably need to spend to 
accommodate people’s needs, especially those 
of the poor who come to them with request for 
medical assistance, sometimes even for a mor­
tuary van or an ambulance because they do not 
have the reach to avail these basic necessities. If 
an MLA claims that he/she is pursuing the path 
of clean politics and therefore does not have the 
means to assist his/her constituents unless he/she 
steals public money, which is a fact then in the 
circumstances we are in today where patronage 
democracy is embedded in the system, that MLA 
may not return for a second term.

While it is important to work at better gover­
nance and call out corruption and also reduce the 
dependence on patronage democracy the reality 
is also that in every constituency there are some 
very poor folks that need instant help when there 
is a health emergency or a death in the family. 
Clean politics is to be balanced with pragmatism 
and members of the VPP who have resigned per­
haps feel that this extreme position taken by the 
Party vis a vis religion and distancing itself from 
extending personal help to needy constituents is 
what troubles some of its members. While inner 
party discipline is desirable it is also important 
for political parties to allow members to vent their 
frustrations and differences and to resolve those 
amicably instead of adhering to strict principles. 
After all, politics is the art of the possible.

Letters to the Lditor

Arrogance of 
the NPP

Editor,
The one thing that stood 

out during this Parliamen­
tary election was the ar­
rogance shown by the NPP 
and its government. When 
the NPP-led government 
was first formed in the last 
term, people, by and large, 
were happy with the alli­
ance and expected changes 
to take place for the better. 
However, within a year, the 
public, including myself, 
became disillusioned! Now 
this government is corrupt 
to such an extent that the ill- 
gotten wealth accumulated 
by the politicians (and many 
bureaucrats) is no longer 
hidden but flaunted in grab­
bing prime estates, purchas­
ing fancy cars and hosting 
out of this world wedding 
receptions, among others! 
But this time around, this 
government has gone a step 
further and added arrogance 
to corruption and general 
non-performance.

For decades we have ob­
served the sudden spurt of 
road repairs in the major 
towns of the state in the 
months leading up to any 
Legislative or Parliamentaiy 
elections. But this time, this 
was starkly absent. The roads 
in most parts of Shillong 
were in a deplorable condi­
tion and remained so. Even 
the ones that were being 
repaired were left unfin­
ished for weeks On end! 
The power supply remains 
erratic with power outages 
left unattended for hours on 
end (never happened like

The election that was 
and wasn’t

this before). This only shows 
. that the Government has not 
even bothered to cover up 
its non-performance in the 
earlier years — it has become 
so arrogant that it believes 
that its candidates will still 
win despite everything. Or is 
it that they were banking on 
their money power? Further, 
the tone of the speeches made 
by some of their top leaders 
was so slanderous and out­
right third class and smacked 
of arrogance.

The Congress (INC)'party 
at the national level lost 
power not only on the plank 
of corruption but also be­
cause of the arrogance of 
many of its top leaders. The 
same was the fate at the state 
level, and I believe, for the 
same reasons.

I may be wrong, but I feel 
that the NPP is clinging on to 
straws in this election. It ap­
pears it has no chance in the 
Shillong Parliamentary seat. 
Its next biggest partner in the 
government, the UDP, is no­
where in the picture. Its turn­
coat behaviour just after the 
last Legislative elections (with 
whatever justifications) and its 
association with the NPP has 
left many disillusioned with 
it. It has again proved what I 
had publicly said before -  it is 
a parasite party! It appears that 
the VPP will capture this seat 
and then it remains to be seen 
how this new party performs. 
Reports also suggest that the, 
NPP will lose the Tura parlia­
mentary seat.

People everywhere are 
gradually turning away from 
the NPP, not only because of 
its close association with the 
BJP; not only because of its

The high voltage MP elec­
tioneering in the state has 
eclipsed the lukewarm cam­
paigns of other years. Even as 
the month-long festival of de­
mocracy is done and dusted 
many have fond memories 
while others display a sense 
of disappointment for very 
few ‘real issues’ were actu­
ally raised or discussed. This 
is a relook of the election that 
was and wasn’t.

The party that was the talk 
of the town was the Voice of 
the People’s Party (VPP). 
Without the nascent party 
the elections would have 
been even more boring. The 
signs were clear from the last 
Assembly elections that the 
‘Nongkrem originated move­
ment’ was going to galvanize 
the masses. Other established 
parties scorn the penniless 
party. The ruling partners 
might have thought that their 
deep pockets would do the 
usual trick in camouflaging 
failures with cash prior to 
and on the polling date. The 
political naivety could see 
them in peril.
■ The reason why the VPP 

captured the imagination of 
the voters is apparently clean 
politics. The current gov­
ernment is seen as corrupt, 
accursed with nepotism and 
hell bent on privileging the 
ruling class. On its final rally 
in its stronghold, Nongkrem 
the Party came up with the 
catchy slogan, ‘No clean 
politics no rest’.

A closer look, howev­
er, reveals that the VPP’s 
campaigns were an emo­
tional and angry outburst 
against the rulers rather a 
well-crafted political vi­
sion. The shrill rhetoric made 
people emotionally charged. 
In Khasi the terms to describe 
the atmosphere are, ‘shongshit, 
shitrhem and khluid.’ At the 
end probably people voted 
with their hearts rather with 
their heads. The VPP is on a 
high but what rises up quickly . 
might also come down at the 
same rate.

The VPP never presented 
the mechanism/s to tackle 
corruption. Prestone Tynsong 
poked fun saying his main 
adversary, Ardent Miller Ba- 
saiawmoit did not answer a 
questioner whether the clean­
ing act should begin from 
the head or the bottom. Big 
mouths against corruption 
akin to styles adopted by pres­
sure groups is like drinking 
cold water on a sunny day 
but eliminating it needs a 
thoughtful strategy. We didn’t 
see that being articulated in 
the VPP leaders’ speeches 
even till the very climax.

Henceforth it will be a 
constant test for VPP’s ‘righ­
teous’ leaders. Towards the 
end of the bitter marathon

corruption, but because its 
leaders have become arro­
gant by their show of power 
and the damn-care attitude 
to its government’s non­
performance!

May I quote from proverbs 
16:18 in the Bible: Pride goes 
before destruction, a haughty 
spirit before a fall!

Yours etc., 
Eugene D. Thomas 
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Understanding 
the roots of 

Hindu religion
Editor,
This refers to an article 

by Bhogtoram Mawroh (ST 
April 11, 2024), where he 
stated that Hinduism is for­
eign to India. I vociferously 
disagree with him in this 
context and wish to share 
my personal views on why 
Hinduism is deeply rooted in 
the Indian subcontinent, as 
compared to other religions 
and their places of origin.

Hinduism is a religion or 
spiritual practice with its dei-r 
ties and epic stories, which 
are completely woven into the 
fabric of Indian culture and its 
geographical landscape. Two 
of Hinduism’s principal God- 
incarnate deities, Lord Krishna 
and Lord Rama, are believed 
to have been bom in India, in 
Mathura and Ayodhya, respec­
tively. These cities are the most 
sacred pilgrimage sites long 
before the existence of other 
religions and are integral to 
the religious life of millions 
of Hindus. The argument that 
Hinduism is foreign to India

By Albert Thyrniang
allegations of fund embezzle­
ment came out against the 
VPP protagonist, Ardent 
Miller Basaiawmoit himself. 
According to the accuser, 
Basaiawmoit had allegedly 
withdrawn ? 30.25 lakhs 
from the KHADC account 
as CEM and a land deal 
was struck on a Rs 10 non­
judicial stamped paper shown 
as money paid to the land 
owner in Mawkyrwat. FIRs 
were filed and counter filed. 
If there is any truth in then it 
cduld signal the premature 
end of VPP.

Besides being fanatical, 
along the lines of the BJP, 
the VPP bears another resem­
blance to the saffron brigade. 
It has become arrogant. The 
party has already summarily, 
dismissed three functionar­
ies even without a hearing. 
Just as in the BJP, absolute 
and unquestioning obedi­
ence is demanded. In the 
BJP the supreme leader is 
Narendra Modi. In the VPP 
the counterpart is Ardent 
Miller Basaiawmoit. Anyone 
who manifests any degree 
of dissent will be shown the 
door. Batting clean politics 
was refreshing but the VPP 
clearly possesses dictatorial 
attributes.

The NPP has ruled the 
state for five years but there 
was no talk of development, 
achievements, implementa­
tion of central programs 
and initiatives for the ru­
ral populace. Deputy chief 
minister,-Prestone Tynsong 
had proudly announced that 
when NPP embarked on its 
mission the chief minister 
decided to give priority to the 
rural areas. To him positive 
changes are already visible. 
Then why stay silent on this 
front? The reason is because 
villages have remained poor 
with no water, no good roads 
and no education. All what 
the NPP did was attack the 
charismatic VPP supremo. 
No wonder Prestone Tyn­
song, the NPP candidate, 
Ampareen Lyngdoh, Bajop 
Pyngrope, Banteidor Lyn­
gdoh and others ended up in 
online memes.

Ampareen Lyngdoh car­
ried the baggage of the ‘white 
ink’ episode. The court is still 
to clear her name. Any way 
she is now a senior politi­
cian. She has held various 
portfolios, including educa­
tion, but clearly she knows 
very little about the state.it is 
obvious she hardly ventured 
outside Shillong as education 
minister. She is not aware 
of the pathetic education 
scenario 'in rural areas and 
the general backwardness 
of the state. Even though

she is qualified to be called 
veteran, she looked shocked 
at the pitiable condition in 
Umsiang. To impress voters 
all she could promise was to 
come back to the border vil­
lage after the election for a 
night or two (please laugh). 
In Garo Hills the party ended 
up defending CAA and BJP’s 
voluntary support. Overall, 
the NPP’s campaign was 
bereft of substance.

With little manoeuvring 
space the ‘bus roof riders’ 
UDP turned good boys. The 
candidate, Robertjune Khar- 
jahrin offered to set up a mon­
itoring body for MP schemes 
but with the three-time parlia­
mentarian, Vincent Pala fac­
ing no malpractice charges 
the proposal found no takers. 
The ‘Drum’ party then tried 
to rake up the Ardent Miller 
Basaiawmoit’s and VPP’s 
candidate Ricky Syngkon’s 
father’s surname issue. How­
ever, it was quickly blunted 
by the retort that JJM Nichols 
Roy, considered the pioneer 
of the Sixth Schedule and the 
architect of the autonomous 
district councils, included his 
wife’s surname along with 
his own.

One disagrees with ‘Bah’ 
Ardent but at least his chil­
dren are Basaiawmoit. In 
the ‘Jaitbynriew’ (Khasi so- 
cUty) we have clan names 
such as ‘Chyne’, ‘Cajee’, 
‘Conjee’, ‘Cunville’, ‘Fan- 
con’, ‘Decruz’, ‘Sootinck’ 
and what have you. How 
on earth is ‘Chyne’ equiva­
lent to ‘Khain’, ‘Cajee’ to 
Khaji, ‘Conjee’to ‘Khongji’, 
‘Cunville’ to ‘Khongwir’, 
‘Fancon’ to ‘Phankon’, ‘De­
cruz’ to ‘Dohkrut’, ‘Soot- 
ihck’ to ‘Suting’? What are 
the ‘Seng Kur’ (clan safe­
guarding organisations) do­
ing? What has the UDP to 
say on this? Its own MDC, 
till a while ago the CEM, 
is a Chyne. This is highly- 
irresponsible. If everyone 
has the liberty then ‘Casee’ 
can be written for ‘Khasi’, 
‘cublei’ for ‘khiiblei’, ‘kyrcu’ 
for ‘kyrkhu’, ‘camtam’ for 
‘ khamtam. ’ A new dictionary 
could be compiled.

The Congress stayed 
calmed in the Shillong seat. 
It should have been more 
aggressive giyen the reality 
that it is the only alternative 
to the NDA and the BJP in 
particular. Congressmen and 
women did not exploit the 
need of the hour forcefully. 
They relied mainly on the 
silent voters. The Garo Hills' 
colleagues did a better job. 
Saleng Sangma and company 
used the anti-BJP sentiments 
to good effect. From a weak 
opponent the grand old party

emerged a potential winner.
After all the parties and 

candidates had their say, the 
public has still not under­
stood the role, of a Member 
of Parliament. None of the 
two constituencies in the 
state saw a common plat­
form; for their candidates: 
For the one in Shillong only 
two independent candidates 
turned up. MPs though are 
the highest elected members 
with no executive powers. 
The executive is in the hands 
of a few of them - that too if  
an MP belongs to the ruling 
party. Even the MP schemes 
are allotted by the central 
government and executed by 
the state government. They 
go through the Blocks. So 
per se an MP has little to do 
with development. The first 
and foremost duty of an MP 
is to legislate for the whole 
country. He/she can introduce 
private bills in parliament. 
This is rare. But an MP’s most 
important and visible role is 
to support or oppose a bill that 
would become law. Similarly 
MPs support or oppose the 
current government’s policies 
and actions in and outside 
parliament.

It is along these lines that 
the electorate in Meghalaya 
too should have voted. Being 
alarmed at the BJP’s divisive 
laws, its communalized and 
polarized politics etc., appro­
priate MPs should represent 
Meghalaya either as part of 
a ruling or opposing alliance. 
Was this made sufficiently 
clear to the 22,17,100 voters? 
Were the 81.37 percent Tura 
electors and 73.78 percent 
Shillong voters adequately 
informed of the most impor­
tant responsibility of an MP 
when they lined up before 
the EVMs?

The new spice in the elec­
tion, social media was mis­
used this time too. Fake news 
came to the fore. The TMC 
and the VPP were targets. 
Another element was the 
abuse of a couple of clergy­
m en. E n th u s ia s tic  p a rty m en  
rushed to condemn the of­
fence. They did not do so for 
any love of the clergy but to 
appease the church members. 
Without justifying the uncivi­
lised comments, the church 
and the leaders need not 
be holy cows. They are not 
above criticism. The public 
need not think that in spite 
o f mistakes and misdeeds 
the church should never be 
criticised. Priests and pastors, 
who decide to talk to the press 
must be prepared to get some 
sticks too. They are capable of 
defending themselves. Politi­
cians need not feel obliged to 
protect them.

Look at from any prism 
the elections in the state were 
educative in some ways.

will only hurt the sentiments 
of Hindu believers.

To understand the inappro­
priateness of claiming Hindu­
ism is foreign to India, one can 
look at similar hypothetical 
scenarios with other major 
religions. For instance, imag­
ine the revolt and hue and cry 
if some group of intellectuals 
claim that Christianity origi­
nated in Vatican City rather 
than in Judea, where Jesus was 
actually bom. Or consider the 
confusion if some third forces 
begin teaching that Buddhism 
originated in Japan, despite the 
well-known facts'that Bud­
dhism began in Nepal, where 
Gautam Buddha was bom, 
or in India, where he attained 
enlightenment. Such misin­
formation could significantly 
mislead and upset the follow­
ers and spiritual leaders alike. 
Even Japanese people would 
not agree with this.

I agree with Salil Gewali, 
who emphasized in his letter 
'A Genetic Analysis of Aryan 
Invasion Theory' (ST April 
17, 2024), that there is no 
reference whatsoever in the 
extensive ancient scriptures— 
such as the Vedas, Upanishads, 
Ramayana, Mahabharata, 18 
Puranas, and Yoga Vasistha— 
or in the vast body of folklore 
and tales, of Aryans invading 
or migrating to India from the 
West, or to claims that Hindu­
ism did not originate in India. 
I will be happy if Bhogtoram 
can name a few Hindu scrip­
tures written by sages from 
outside India.

As Christians believe in 
the words of Jesus Christ, 
St. Matthew, St. Peter, St. 
Andrew, and St. Anthony, 
Hindus place their trust in the

teachings of Lord Krishna, 
Sharjkaracharya, Ramanuja, 
Vivekananda, and Sri Au- ’ 
robindo, rather than in those 
of Max Moeller or Tony 
Joseph, as far as their belief 
systems are concerned. I hope 
my Christian friends also will 
agree with this view. The Ary­
an Invasion Theory or Aryan 
Migration Theory, proposed 
in die 19th century by Max 
Mueller and linguistic scholar 
Sir William Jones, was a recent 
development. Before this, 
no such ideas existed. Why 
so? Despite resistance from 
spiritual leaders, this theory 
was forcefully imposed. It is 
unacceptable for a third party 
to rewrite the history of any 
race's belief system by distort­
ing the real history. These are 
my personal observations.

Yours etc., 
Homnath Gautam, 
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Construction of 
a new motorable 

road through 
Brookside complex

Editor,
It is entertaining to know 

that a new motorable road 
is being constructed from 
Rilbong via Zig-Zag road to 
facilitate people’s movements 
and reduce traffic congestion 
etc. No doubt the plan is good 
and in public interest, but what 
is shocking to know is that 
the route of the new motor- 
able road is planned through 
Brookside complex, a century 
old heritage complex bearing 
memory of the great poet 
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore.

Very recently Mr Paul Lyngdoh 
Minister Arts & Culture Govt, of 
Meghalaya had laid the founda­
tion stone ofthe ‘Tagore Cultural 
Complex’ at Brookside to com­
memorate Tagore’s memorial 
here. It is worth mentioning that 
for the last many years Brookside 
complex is regarded as one of the 
tourist spots in Shillong. Tour­
ists from far and wide visit the 
complex as a tribute to Tagore’s 
stay here and greatly appreciate 
the maintenance of die calm and 
quiet atmosphere and serenity 
of the Brookside Complex of 
which Tagore himself was 
mesmerized. During a critical 
political situation in 1919, 
Tagore came to Shillong for the 
first time to spend a few days in 
peace and solitude. The placid­
ity and serenity of Brookside 
charmed him,

It is evident that the new mo- 
torable road allowing free move­
ments of vehicles through the 
complex will destroy the eternal 
solitude and serene atmosphere 
of the hermitage, and it will 
become part of this husde and 
bustle of city life, which will hurt 
the visitors who visit Brookside 
to enjoy the peace and solitude 
of the heritage complex.

I earnestly appeal to the con­
cerned authority to kindly rethink 
the matter and to alter the route 
to exclude Brookside complex. 
This will be deeply appreci­
ated by all those who love and 
respect Tagore.

Yours etc., 
Uma Purkayastha, 
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‘An enemy is just a 
person whose story 

you haven’t heard yet’
(Old Jewish adage quoted by Palestinian Food 

Writer Yasmin Khan)

By Janet Hujon

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

It is evidently clear that 
‘passing the buck’ and ‘scape­
goating’ count as favourite 
pastimes in Meghalaya gov­
ernment circles. Following 
the unprovoked murder of 
Aijun Rai, cabinet minister 
A L Hek is reported to have 
said that ‘criminal activities 
[are] giving the state a bad 
name... and promised to write 
to Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah to “do something 
about’” . (ST April 11th 
2024). Now wouldn’t that be 
an interesting conversation? 
Doesn’t Meghalaya already 
have a bad name trashed by 
none other than Amit Shah 
himself who called the state 
the most corrupt in India? 
After that kind of condemna­
tion’anyone would hesitate 
to draw the same man’s at­
tention to a crime fuelled by 
blind racial bigotry, but not 
our representatives. Oh no, 
they are made of sterner stuff 
because surprise, surprise 
Sanbor Shullai also promised 
to do the same.

Then just to make sure the 
positive message is not lost on 
us, on April 16 the Shillong 
Times reports that Himalaya 
Shangpliang claims ‘the law- 
and-order situation is quite 
good despite the unnatural 
death of three non-tribal 
people in less than a month 
[and] he termed the murder 
of a labourer in Shillong as 
unfortunate’(italics mine). 
Unfortunate? Really? Do 
these people who speak on 
behalf of the government 
listen to themselves and actu­
ally think about the meaning 
of the-words they use? A 
brutal act that can only be 
termed barbaric has deprived 
a family of a beloved hus­
band and father. Surely that 
cannot be explained away as 
‘unfortunate’. It can only 
be described as tragic and 
unthinkable and should be 
co n d e m n e d  by  a n y  so c ie ty  
calling itself civilised.

The word unfortunate 
smacks of condescension and 
cold indifference. ArjunRai 
was -a human being whose 
right to live as one was cru­
elly taken away from him. 
But because he was not a 
member of the tribal popula­
tion and obviously in need 
of work which Meghalaya 
was able to offer -  factors 
which must have made him 
feel insecure anyway -  his 
death can be brushed off as 
unfortunate. Not that the 
hardships of our own people 
keep those elected to high 
office awake. The death of 
a rag picker buried under an 
avalanche of rubbish would 
probably, if noticed, be con­
sidered unfortunate. Maybe 
we can shrug that one off as 
being in the wrong place at 
the wrong time.

‘Money makes the world 
go round...the world go 
round, if you happen to be 
rich [but] when you haven’t 
any coal in the stove and you 
freeze in the winter’...then 
life sucks. The disconnect 
between the rich and the poor
-  read the political class and 
the people -  wryly captured 
in the old song, has long been 
obvious. Why else would we 
have to live with unreliable 
electricity and water provision, 
pot-holed roads, poisoned and 
‘disappeared’ rivers, shrink­
ing forests, rapacious mining, 
stinking drains that were once 
pristine streams? You name 
it we’ve got it. A regional 
government that does not 
look after its own should not 
be tolerated or respected by 
the Centre controlling the 
cashflow. Yet the unholy 
alliance prevails because of 
mutual back-scratching. No 
marks for guessing how the 
story ends -  the fortunate get 
richer while the unfortunate 
pay dearly in hardship and 
with thejr lives. But what 
will happen when the Centre 
feels secure enough not to 
need the ‘cooperation’ of our 
representatives? Frightening 
thought indeed.

Yet after so many decades 
of self-serving government 
theft, the people of Megha­
laya have become so used to 
this moral decline that they 
regard it as the norm which 
is an infuriating response. 
Accepting dishonesty and 
duplicity merely reinforces 
the government’s disdainful 
belief that it is above the law 
and we are powerless. We 
take comfort in platitudes 
like ‘Go with the flow,’ de­

luding ourselves that we 
are wise and philosophical, 
but in effect admitting that 
we are onlookers and not 
participants in the public 
life of the state. We have, 
surrendered even before the 
war has started. Note that 
those who fall back on these 
comforting words are usu­
ally not the ones struggling 
financially.

Sadly, there has only been 
the sludge Of corruption and 
no flow. When the ‘tyranni­
cal practices’ of bribery and 
bullying (Albert Thyrniang: 
ST Apql 18) flourish at all 
levels of administration then 
does that not encourage even 
more criminal elements to 
feel that the state is the perfect 
nursery for their growth? For 
can the pot call the kettle black 
if the body meant to establish 
law and order has also got its 
own hands in the till? It is a 
government’s sense of right 
and wrong, its intolerance and 
punishment of wrongdoing 
that deters criminals, not some 
pie-in-the sky $10 billion, 
economy. Who are you kid­
ding Mr Conrad Sangma?

Today it is the hapless 
outsider who is intimidated 
and erased, who will it be 
tomorrow? Suspected extra­
judicial killings carried out 
within the Khasi community 
have left behind rancorous 
and smarting hearts grow­
ing plump on communal 
arguments. This does not 
augur well for the state. , 
How long can this hostility' 
be contained? I know I am 
being unusually morbid but 
crimes like these, if left to 
fester and not brought to 
trial, will turn our beautiful 
Meghalaya into a Haiti of 
which it has been said that, 
‘The vacuum of democrati­
cally accountable political 
authority has created space 
for the gangs to expand their 
influence in the capital 
(https://www. theguardian. 
com/world/2024/mar/08/ 
haiti-crisis-gang-jailbreak- 
explained) Corrupt minis­
ters, officials, businessmen 
intent Only on personal gain 
currently share the spoils of 
racketeering while the state 
is left in tatters and uneasy 
(See CSWO’s appeal: ST 
April 18th). One day other 
puppeteers all claiming to 
have their finger on the pulse 
of the jaitbynriew will pull 
the strings, and who knows 
the chilling viciousness with 
which history will repeat 
itself. Haiti was Once a 
favourite touristdestination
-  it .is now a no-go area.

At this moment, I think 
o f all who love these hills: 
the friends who have now 
left -  Assamese, Bengalis, 
Punjabis, Tamils. Muslim, 
Hihdu, Sikh; and those who 
chose to stay — the teachers 
who saw me through school, 
the college professors, the 
lawyers, the civil servants, all 
of whom contributed and still 
contribute to the intellectual 
and cultural life of this state 
by widening our horizons. 
Equally important to me were 
the Nepalis who were part of 
our Khasi household whose 
love, loyalty and hard work 
educated me in the meaning 
oftrust and care. ‘Sngewshn- 
gain’ is a rich Khasi word 
which denotes feeling safe, 
companioned and not alone. 
And that is how I felt with 
these kind people who were 
present throughout my child­
hood and beyond, who made 
easy the daily task of living. 
Their intangible gifts sustain 
me to this day. Can we say 
we ‘sngewshngain’ today?
I wonder.

How'and why have we 
lost sight of the greater good, 
o f our need for one another, 
where difference does not 
lead to building walls of 
suspicion and contempt but 
to a recognition of the other 
in ourselves. Meghalaya 
will always be my homeland 
and I want no other. But 
while the natural beauty of 
our landscapes never fails to 
move me, while indigenous 
knowledge of the natural 
world is humbling, while I 
am reduced to delirious ex­
citement every time a Khasi 
word reveals insights into 
Khasi thought and sensibil­
ity, I remain grateful that 
other languages, cultures 
and peoples have enabled 
this understanding. I would 
indeed be a poorer person if I 
failed to recognise that.

https://www


THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2024
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It’s the economy, stupid
WHEN it comes to information dissemination, too 
much dependence on official channels is fraught 
with danger. What the government wants to let the 
people know could be materially different from what 
the people ought to know. Governments indulge 
in the whitewashing of their image. In India, there 
evidently is an increasing emphasis on official state­
ments, also for the fact that those in the media are 
neither willing to dig deep into official claims nor in 
a mood to challenge the establishment’s claims. They 
choose to course through placid waters. The result is 
the ‘manufacture’ of a feel-good environment. The 
opposition has not been showing the nerve to catch 
the government on the wrong foot. On election eve, 
the tall claims of the Modi government must, thus, 
be taken with a pinch of salt.

An instance is the national economy. The growth 
has been pegged at 6.5 per cent the previous fis­
cal -  a far cry from the about nine per cent record 
during the Manmohan term. Ever since Modi took 
charge, India never achieved impressive growth. In 
between came the Covidl9, on which is placed the 
blame for the deceleration of the economy; and we 
keep harping on it even now. While the establishment 
cites the growth of the nation into the world’s fifth 
largest economy, fact is also that the groundwork for 
this was laid since the early 1990s. Views are that 
Modi’s second term from 2019 has seen the lowest 
period of GDP growth since the early 1990s. Per 
capita income over the past 10 years “grew half as 
fast” compared to the UPA era; stock market returns 
are lower than in the previous decade; FDI levels are 
“the lowest” since the turn of the century; private 
capital investments “remain low” while the economy 
is driven by huge government investment principally 
in the infrastructure sector. Industrialisation suffered 
and job-creations fell majorly. Faced with a tight 
economic burden; household savings are at a 47- 
year-low, and private consumption growth is at the 
slowest level compared to the past 20 years, as per 
recorded comments in international media.

In normal circumstances, the scenario w ould be 
tailor-made for disaster. But, curiously, the people’s 
disenchantment with the government is hardly evi­
dent. The reasons are not hard to find. More than 
half the population is fed on free or subsidized food 
grains, keeping base poverty indicators at tolerable 
levels. That keeps tempers under control and the 
pain of the poor is not erupting into the streets. The 
real growth here is for the billionaires’ club or the 
one-million-strong super-rich populace comprising 
also the greedy politicians and corrupt bureaucrats. 
Modi’s agencies selectively targeted the errant, 
almost entirely his political rivals, and let others 
“indulge.”

Environment: No one’s baby 
-Meghalaya stares at a bleak future

The dram-beating and 
competition of who loves the 
jaitbynriew more is now over. 
In the month-long campaign 
for the Lok Sabha election 
not a single political party 
expressed any concern for 
the environment which is de­
teriorating by the day and all 
because of human activities 
caused by human greed and 
the absence of environmental 
governance. Sometimes one 
wonders what the Depart­
ment of Environment and 
Forests actually does to con­
serve even the 4% of forests 
under its watch. Travel to arty 
part of Meghalaya and you 
are greeted by trees being 
cut. During this season par­
ticularly, whole villages will 
cut down trees for firewood 
to last them a whole year. 
They however don’t ever 
think of ever replacing one 
cut tree by planting another 
in its place. Their argument 
is that trees, especially pine 
will regenerate on their own. 
But even if they do grow 
back there is a cycle to their 
growth and if the rate of cut­
ting down trees far exceeds 
their growing capacity then 
what we have is run-ofF of 
the top soil -  a phenomenon 
common to Sohra where bar­
ren landscapes greet you.

What is worse however is 
the rampant quarrying that is 
creeping into hitherto virgin 
areas such as Mawkynrew 
and all the way to Syntung. 
The heavy trucks carrying 
boulders and sand have taken 
a toll on the road condition 
which is already sub-stan­
dard and constructed to last 
only one season. People see 
all this and they know that 
a few from among them are 
making a killing out of the 
quarrying and that the Dorbar 
Shnong has a hand in grant­
ing permission but they have 
been conditioned to look 
at themselves as powerless 
victims. Now let us see who 
are the actors in this envi­
ronmental assault who are 
actually elected/selected to 
look after the greater good 
of the many and not assist in 
the personal wealth acquisi­
tion projects of a few. They 
are (1) the Government (both 
state and central) (2) the Dis­
trict Councils (3) the Dorbar 
Shnong (4) The Public

Role of the Government: 
The Government through 
the Department of Environ­
ment and Forests is sup­
posed to enforce the rules 
that are intended to protect 
the environment. But there 
is scant concern shown to

By Patricia Mukhim

the rampant deforestation 
even inside reserved forests. 
What’s the point of those 
forest guards who are paid 
a salary? How many forest 
bandits have been arrested 
so far? Far from it. On the 
contrary even the reserved 
forests particularly in Garo 
Hills are being raided and 
trees felled and sold regu­
larly without any fear of the 
law. Other than conserving 
forests the Department of 
Environment & Forests also

Meghalaya to the Supreme 
Court since the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) seems 
to have failed miserably or 
allowed to fail. The District 
Councils have done precious 
little on anything to do with 
the environment, perhaps be­
cause they are more inclined 
to grant mining and quarry­
ing permission on the plea 
that these are livelihoods. 
Do you create livelihoods 
by destroying the earth and 
poisoning even the air we

has a bounden duty to protect 
rivers since they are a critical 
eco-system of that environ­
ment which is all encompass­
ing. But look at the state of 
our rivers today! They are in 
the worst mess we can think 
of. Those who don’t see the 
state of the rivers are happy 
in their little artificial worlds. 
This writer belongs to the 
group Operation Clean-Up 
which has been consistently 
cleaning the Urkaliar River 
near Nongmynsong every 
fortnight since 2019. Each 
time we enter the River we 
are greeted by mountains 
of garbage. There’s no im­
provement at all and no one 
cares.

Role of the District Coun­
cil: The District Councils are 
supposed to conserve our 
lands and forests and not 
just the customary practices. 
What is the point of the so- 
called ‘tradition’ when the 
forests which are an integral 
part of that tradition and 
worship for the indigenous 
people are all but cleared off. 
The 10-year ban on tree fell­
ing, from 1996-2006 imposed 
by the Supreme Court saw 
the forests of Meghalaya get 
a breather but now they are 
in a sorry state once the ban 
was lifted. Perhaps someone 
needs to take the case of

breathe in because carbon 
dioxide can no longer be 
sequestered? The KHADC 
has seen the state of the rivers 
in Shillong city but has not 
lifted a finger to ensure that 
the shnongs which fall under 
their jurisdiction pull up their 
socks. Sometimes you are 
left to wonder as to the role of 
the ADCs and whether they 
have become an institution 
that is past its date.

The Dorbar Shnong: 
These are institutions that 
glorify tradition because 
it allows them the license 
to do whatever they want. 
These institutions function 
arbitrarily with each shnong 
having its own set of rules. 
You wonder what happened 
to the Village Administra­
tion Act. Since each shnong 
functions according to its 
own set of rules it is a lais- 
sez faire existence. They can 
grant quarrying and mining 
rights to whosoever pays 
them. They wield author­
ity but don’t demonstrate 
any responsibility at all. 
There are individuals who 
are self-appointed Rangbah 
Shnong functioning without 
any Sanad and right under 
the nose of the Syiem of Myl- 
liem and the KHADC. They 
grant licenses for opening up 
liquor shops right, left and

1.o t t e r s  to  t h e  E d i t o r

Why harass 
citizens 

unnecessarily?
Editor,
Through this letter I wish 

to draw the attention of the 
government authorities and 
also to sensitise the gen­
eral public at large on the 
double taxation imposed 
on us citizens, especially 
those of us residing in urban 
localities like Laitumkhrah, 
Laban and others. Being 
from a municipal adminis­
tered area, house owners and 
tenants indirectly are paying 
taxes for services like solid 
waste management, sanita­
tion, property tax etc. to the 
Shillong Municipal Board 
(SMB) although we are de­
prived of an elected body for 
municipal administration. 
Secondly, there are also the 
dorbars within these areas 
that collect monthly fees for 
the same civic purposes and 
whenever an attempt is made 
to question their authority 
in such collections the only 
answer we get is that it has 
been decided by the dorbar. 
But citizens are left to self- 
manage when water supply 
is inadequate or when any 
government services become 
ineffective.

I would like to reiterate 
my point and ask the district 
administration to come clean 
on its notification on ille­
gal collection of money by 
unregistered organisations, 
doesn’t the dorbar shnong 
or dorbar dong fall under the 
same ambit? Who authorises 
the dorbar in a municipal 
area to collect monthly fees 
for purpose of civic services 
in the name of ‘u synniang’ 
shnong? It is also learnt that

receipts are being issued for 
such collections. Don’t they 
also come under the ambit 
of GST? Moreover there 
are also fees for sale of land 
or when an NOC is issued 
for certain requirements. 
So much for a voluntary 
office!

Knowing those who were 
bom and brought up in and 
around the areas and person­
ally belonging to a family 
that had resided in one of the 
localities in Laitumkhrah for 
the last many decades this 
new diktat of monthly col­
lection was seldom heard be­
fore. Therefore it is expected 
from the state government 
and the district administra­
tion to stop this broad day 
light extortion in the name 
of locality administration by 
certain dorbars, especially in 
municipal areas which is il­
legal and not at all mandated 
by law. Since those who 
refuse to pay such monthly 
fees especially the tenants 
face unnecessary harassment 
when a residential certificate 
is required, for which fees 
for such are also charged 
separately. Is there anyone 
even taking note of such hap­
penings? Or are we citizens 
without rights and privileges 
in our own state.

Yours etc., 
Ibalamon Khamaior, 

Shillong-1

Responses to 
letters

Editor,
Homnath Gautam’s re­

sponse to my assertion that 
the origin of Hinduism lay 
outside the subcontinent 
clearly shows that it is a 
very emotional topic for 
many, especially Hindus.

This, of course, will be true 
for followers of any religion 
who will ardently defend 
their preconceived posi­
tions. He also brings in the 
Aryan invasion or Aryan 
migration theory, question­
ing its validity. I would like 
to inform all that the Aryan 
invasion theory is actually 
a red herring, having been 
discarded a long time ago in 
favour of the Aryan migra­
tion theory, which differs in 
detail regarding the decline 
of Harappan/Indus Valley 
civilization. Instead of being 
destroyed by Indo-Aryan in­
vaders, the civilization most 
probably declined due to 
climate change (the intense 
drought conditions which 
led to the start of the Me- 
ghalayan Age), which was 
followed by the migration 
of pastoral groups from Cen­
tral Asia. That was always 
known from archaeological 
and linguistic studies, which 
have now been confirmed, 
by genetic studies as well. 
Unless there is new research 
published in peer-reviewed 
journals that can prove oth­
erwise, the Central Asian
orig in  of the Indo-A ryan 
speaking group and their 
arrival in the subcontinent 
after 2000 BCE cannot be 
denied.

The Indo-Aryan speaking 
group, like I had mentioned 
earlier, based on research 
done by other scholars, 
b ro u g h t early forms of San­
skrit Hinduism, and social 
order, which later became 
the caste system. Of course, 
these early forms evolved, 
and the language, religion, 
and culture observed today 
have changed a lot from 
when they were first brought 
from Central Asia. But their 
foreign origin cannot be

denied without proving that 
there was no migration, 
which, as evidence stands 
now, is still the case. To take 
Homnath Gautam’s own ex­
ample, it was in the council 
of Nicea held at Constanti­
nople in 325 CE that the di­
vinity of Jesus-was affirmed, 
and later on, it was European 
missionaries who played a 
great role in spreading Chris­
tianity all over the world, in 
many ways, as part of the 
colonial process. However, 
just because Europe has been 
strongly associated with 
Christianity, it does not mean 
that the religion originated in 
that continent. Whether we 
accept the historical accu­
racy of the events described 
in the Bible or not, it cannot 
be denied that Christianity 
had its origin in undivided 
Palestine. That’s where the 
first ideas about the religion 
evolved. In the same way, the 
early gods and cultural prac­
tices associated with Hindu­
ism had their origins outside 
the subcontinent, and there­
fore there is much similarity 
with other Indo-European 
gods elsewhere. Those are 
not coincidences but inform 
of a connection when such 
ideas were prevalent in the 
original homeland, which is 
in Central Asia.

The cases of Buddha and 
Mahavira, on the other hand, 
are quite interesting. These 
individuals and their ideas 
that gave birth to Buddhism 
and Jainism originated in 
the subcontinent. In fact, the 
impact of Buddha has been 
much greater, and its influ­
ence can still be felt today, 
ironically within Hinduism. 
The Indo-Aryans were an 
oral people, and it was only 
much later, during the 1st 
and 4th centuries CE, that

writing first appeared. But 
two of the greatest Hindu 
epics, viz., the Mahabharat 
and Ramayana, were already 
known and were most prob­
ably composed between 
400 BCE and 400 CE. The 
important thing to remember 
is that this was after the life 
and death of Buddha, 500- 
400 BCE, who, during his 
lifetime, had already spread 
his ideas throughout the 
Indo-Gangetic plain. After 
his death, his ideas continued 
to gain followers, especially 
among the nobility, with the 
Maurya emperor Ashoka 
being the most famous, who 
helped spread Buddhism 
outside the subcontinent. 
In her 2017 book ‘Political 
Violence in Ancient India’, 
Upinder Singh has noted 
that the Mahabharata can 
be seen as a Brahmnical 
response presented by Bud­
dhism and Ashoka. Dharma 
and kingship were the topics 
of intense discussion and 
debate in the Mahabharata 
and Ramayana. The Bud­
dhists also had their own 
ideas on kingship. But while 
Buddhism emphasizes the 
centrality of the Buddha’s 
dhamma, righteous and ex­
tensive victories, and the 
wheel, the Mahabharata 
emphasizes the role of the 
gods and sages.

There was much churn­
ing going on in the religious 
traditions of the time, i.e., 
B uddhism , Jainism, and 
Hinduism, and there were 
a lot of borrow ings from 
each other. Upinder Singh 
wonders whether there were 
B rahm anical borrow ings 
from Buddhism and Jain­
ism or w hether all these 
traditions were absorbing 
elements from a common 
pool of circulating ideas.

centre and that is why Fourth 
Furlong has become an area 
where wine stores have pro­
liferated -  nearly 30 of them 
at last count in that small 
locality. But when it comes 
to keeping rivers and streams 
clean, no Dorbar Shnong 
shows any inclination to re­
strict garbage throwing into 
the rivers within their juris­
diction. Actually these Rang­
bah Shnong hardly show any 
concern for the state of the 
rivers flowing through their 
areas because they blame the 
other shnong for the garbage 
that floats into their territory. 
It is in view of this blame 
game that the Operation 
Clean-up group had sug­
gested that wire meshes be 
placed across the rivers at 
the point where one locality 
ends and the other begins. 
This would then mean that 
each shnong would be re­
sponsible for keeping^ their 
part of the river clean. But 
one fails to understand why 
neither the KHADC nor the 
Government see reason in 
this proposal.

TTiat said, what is going to 
befall us very soon is a catas­
trophe of landslides particu­
larly along the Pynursla area. 
The quarrying that is going 
on there to sell hundreds of 
truck-loads of boulders every 
single day is a warning that 
Meghalaya’s hills are coming 
down one after another from 
one day to the next. Add to 
that the limestone mining 
right from the Nongtalang- 
Amlarem area where trucks 
loaded with limestone are 
parked by the side of the road 
-  for several kilometres at a 
stretch awaiting their turn to 
enter the land customs sta­
tion at Tamabil or Bholaganj. 
You begin to wonder ‘how 
much is enough?’ When will 
people realise that they are 
responsible for ushering in 
climate change faster than it 
could have happened if we 
didn’t kill the forests and 
rivers through our greed and 
inhumanity?

And in a State whose 
forests are fast going to dis­
appear we don’t even have a 
single environment protec­
tion NGO. Everyone is busy 
protecting the jaitbynriew; let 
‘ka mariang’ (environment) 
go to hell! As if the jaitbyn­
riew can survive without ka 
mariang.. Aren’t humans part 
of the environment? Or are 
we a special species that will 
survive like some pygmies 
after Meghalaya turns into 
a desert?

Hinduism emerged and has 
attained its current shape 
after reacting to the other 
cultural movements around 
it that were taking place on 
the subcontinent. But its 
beginning lay elsewhere. An­
other analogy will suffice in 
this case. Today, Christianity 
is divided into two groups: 
Catholics and Protestants, 
the latter having originated 
during the 16th century in 
northern Europe. But that 
does not, again, mean that 
Christianity-had its origins 
in Europe.

So what is to be done 
now? All of us in the subcon-7 
tinent came from somewhere 
at some point in time. Some 
came early (like the Khasis), 
but some came later (Indo- 
Aryan-speaking people, the 
Mughals, etc.). Irrespective 
of our personal beliefs, these 
are well-established facts. 
As more research is done, 
we will get a clearer picture 
of our heritage. They will 
make the picture clearer, but 
they will not change it sub­
stantially. But now that we 
are all here, it is important 
that we think about how to 
build a more inclusive so­
ciety where the rights of all 
religions, cultures, and tradi­
tions should be respected. 
After all, we cannot ask the 
Khasis to go back to East 
Asia or the Indo-Aryans to 
go back to Central Asia. That 
is not going to happen. But 
what can happen is to accept 
our past and try to build a 
better future.

Yours etc., 
Bhogtoram Mawroh, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

PM’s vicious speech against Muslims 
in poll campaign violates constitution

Democracy will be weakened 
if election commission fails to 

take any action against Modi
By P. Sudhir

The prime minister’s vit­
riolic speech of April 21, 
delivered two days after the 
first phase of polling of the 
Lok Sabha elections, has 
been widely condemned both 
in India and abroad. The 
language and bigotry which 
he displayed to incite hatred 
against the Muslim commu­
nity and the political parties 
whom he accused of favour­
ing them were reminiscent of 
the rhetoric he employed in 
his speeches immediately af­
ter the Gujarat pogrom against 
Muslims that happened in 
2002when he was the chief 
minister. It is important to 
analyse why he has felt the 
need to revert to them once 
again so early in this election 
campaign.

102 seats went to the polls 
on April 19. Of these, 40 
belong to Tamil Nadu and 
Pondicherry and the BJP will 
almost certainly draw a blank 
here. The rest of the seats are 
-  12 in Rajasthan, 8 in Uttar 
Pradesh, 6 in Madhya Pradesh, 
5 each in Uttarakhand, Maha­
rashtra and Assam, 4 in Bihar, 
3 in West Bengal, 6 in North 
East, 1 in Cbhattisgarh and 1 
in Jammu & Kashmir. In the 
last election, the BJP swept to

this was designed to evoke an 
angry, emotional response es­
pecially from Hindu women. 
In another speech, again in 
Rajasthan, he falsely accused 
the Congress of wanting-to 
give benefits of reservation 
to Muslims at the expense 
of dalits and tribals. This, of 
course, was to ensure divi­
sions between sections of 
the exploited poor who were 
opposed to his policies.

Since the Hindi heartland 
states are crucial for a return 
of power by the BJP, more 
ofthe same can be expected 
in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh. The Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister has 
also given a taste of what to 
expect with his speech accus­
ing the Congress of wanting 
to implement Shariat law in 
India.

The prime m inister’s 
speeches have evoked en­
thusiastic support among the 
core voters of the BJP who 
feel that a return to their core 
issue of communal polarisa­
tion is essential not only to 
gamer support for their elec­
toral campaign but also to 
overcome popular discontent 
over their failed policies. It 
has also found traction with

victoiy in the states to which 
they belong. There are indica­
tions, however, that the BJP’s 
performance this time in Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajast­
han and Bihar was below par 
and, if this trend continues, 
BJP dreams of a third term

some Indian members of the 
corporate sector at home and 
abroad who welcome this 
clear enunciation by the BJP 
of its complete rejection of 
policies of redistribution of 
wealth and increased taxation 
ofthe rich to reduce inequality

It is this disconcerting confrontation with 
popular discontent that seems to have goaded 

the prime minister into falling back on 
well-tested dog whistles against Muslims and 
those that he accuses o f favouring them with 

an increased quotient o f  hate. In his speech in 
Banswara, Rajasthan, a state that gave the BJP 
a convincing victory in the assembly polls a few  
months ago but which seems to have cut them 
down to size in the April 19 round, he made 

the malicious allegation that the Congress was 
committed to giving a first share o f national 

resources to Muslims whom he called 
‘infiltrators ’and ‘those who have more children

with an overwhelming ma­
jority, will remain just that 
-dreams.

It is this disconcerting 
confrontation with popular 
discontent that seems to have 
goaded the prime minister into 
falling back on well-tested 
dog whistles against Muslims 
and those that he accuses 
of favouring them with an 
increased quotient of hate. 
In his speech in Banswara, 
Rajasthan, a state that gave 
the BJP a convincing victory 
in the assembly polls a few 
months ago but which seems 
to have cut them down to size 
in the April 19 round, he made 
the malicious allegation that 
the Congress was commit­
ted to giving a first share of 
national resources to Muslims 
whom he called ‘infiltrators’ 
and ‘those who have more 
children’.

Quite untruthfully, he said 
that this had been promised 
by former Prime Minister, 
Manmohan Singh. He then 
went on to predict that if 
the Congress were voted to 
power, it would collect gold 
from the mangalsutras of 
Hindu women and give much 
of it to Muslims. Of course,

and poverty.
The CPI(M) and other op­

position parties and concerned 
citizens have complained to 
the Election Commission of 
India about the prime min­
ister’s speeches which are 
violative of the Constitution, 
of laws against the promotion 
of enmity and hatred between 
groups of Indian citizens and 
of the model code of conduct 
currently in force. The EC’s 
initial response was ‘No com­
ment’ followed by a statement 
thatitwas ‘studying’the com­
plaints. Millions are watching 
the EC intently to see whether 
it will live up to its constitu­
tional responsibilities. Indian 
democracy will be further 
weakened if it fails to do so. 
This is test case to see how far 
the Election Commission has 
been ‘tamed’.

Will Modi’s hate speeches 
bolster the falling fortunes 
of his party? Many election 
surveys have shown that In­
dian voters are extremely 
concerned about unemploy­
ment, poverty and corruption. 
If this is indeed so, his efforts 
will prove to be futile but 
condemnable nonetheless. 
(IPA Service)
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Weaponizing Grievance
TIME and again conflicts in Meghalaya and 
in Shillong city in particular have happened 
because some groups play on the emotions 
of people who feel cheated by the system and 
nurse a perpetual grouse against the government 
of the day. These grievance-soaked youth feel 
that they are losing the fight over unequal ac­
cess to resources that are getting scarcer by the 
day even while the population of unemployed 
youth is growing phenomenally. Such youth can 
either grieve alone or join a group that speaks 
the same language of grievance and the over­
whelming sense of deprivation, both of which 
need a bashing board. In the case of Meghalaya 
the non-tribal has been the convenient bashing 
board. The group that harnesses all those with 
grievances plays on the emotions of the youth 
and leverages their sense of powerlessness and 
inadequacy to compete on a level playing field, 
as a form of power.

So where is the emotion; the anger and the 
sense of helplessness directed at? As always 
that anger is directed at the weak and defence­
less. And who are those wretched of the earth 
that bear the brunt of the misdirected grouse? 
They are the poor non-tribals who cannot pay 
for their safety. Non-tribals engaged in business 
are the cash cows that regularly pay these groups 
so that they are allowed to pursue their busi­
nesses unhindered. Those who pay the groups 
get back their money from the goods sold in 
Meghalaya to the ordinary citizen who in turn 
feels burdened by the cost of living in this state. 
No one dares to take the government which has 
failed to address unemployment and the poor 
educational outcomes in the state. Even those 
indulging in blatant corruption are allowed to do 
their dark deeds without hindrance. The groups 
also know that exerqising their democratic right 
of putting the right sets of questions to those 
elected to resolve those grievances does not sell. 
Over decades the groups have learnt to mobil­
ise the aggrieved to swell up their ranks. After 
all, there is strength in numbers. This cycle of 
violence has been allowed to carry on unabated 
like a torch handed down from oiie generation 
to the next.

The government has as always taken the easy 
way out and tread on eggshells as far as taking 
on these groups is concerned. Now they are so 
emboldened that even if a group member with 
criminal antecedents is arrested the govern­
ment is told to back off. And the government is 
silently acquiescent. The question is when will 
this reigri of terror end or will it ever end? Has 
the government constituted a team to study the 
composition of the groups; their sources of fund­
ing etc. Can any group take the law into their 
hands and continue to move around scot- free? 
What is the role ofthe State when the Constitu­
tion is being trampled ruthlessly?

Origins of the Khasis: 
The Puzzle Solved

I thank Glenn Kharkongor 
for his letter to the editor, 
for it allows us to discuss 
more about the Austro-asiatic 
speaking population to which 
the Khasi belong. Before we 
go into that, I would like to 
highlight a comment where 
he stated that I had said that 
“65,000 years ago, the Out of 
Africa migrants reached In­
dia... and then moved across 
the Indian subcontinent into 
southeast Asia, east Asia, 
and Australia,” but I failed 
to identify them. He believes 
that they were probably the 
proto-Munda, the first set­
tlers in India, from whom 
the Khasi later arose, about 
10,000 years later. I am sorry 
to say, but I feel that Glenn 
Kharkongor hasn’t read the 
book yet because that group, 
i.e., the Out of Africa mi­
grants, has 'been identified 
with the Onge from Anda­
man and Nicobar Islands, 
who are what we can call the 
‘First Indians’. The follow­
ing statement from the book 
has been reproduced for the 
benefit of all: We know that 
the Onge in the Andaman 
Islands are descendants of 
the original OoA. (Out of 
Africa) migrants who may 
have mixed less with other 
groups.

Still, I do hope that Glenn 
Kharkongor reads the book 
because I believe it will 
answer many questions that 
will interest him. I do agree 
with him that these are com­
plicated questions, but Tony 
Joseph has done a good job 
of trying to lucidly explain 
the history of the subconti­
nent in a manner that I feel 
would be really helpful to all. 
The book, however, did in 
fact acknowledge that more 
work needs to be done on the 
Austro-asiatic and Tibeto- 
Burma populations, more 
so'on the latter. But there is 
no doubt that the argument 
made hy Glenn Kharkongor 
about the westward origin of 
the Austroasiatic (including 
the Khasis) has been refuted, 
at least as evidence stands 
today. I am going to cite sci­
entific articles published in 
peer-reviewed journals, one 
of which was actually cited 
in the book itself, but the 
others were not. Hopefully, 
this will help us understand 
something about our own 
history (i.e., the Khasi) and 
our impact on the subcon­
tinent.

A ustro-asiatic is the 
eighth largest language fam­
ily in the world in terms of 
the number of native speak­
ers and is spoken in southern 
parts of Asia—in Vietnam 
and Cambodia as the main 
official languages and in 
India, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Burma, Laos, Thailand, and 
Malaysia as the first language 
of many minority groups. 
Two major extant branches 
of the Austroasiatic language 
tree are Munda in eastern, 
northeastern, and central In­
dia and Khasi-Aslian, which

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

Letters to the Kditor

Playing with 
the law

Editor,
It is utterly disturbing 

to see the law and order 
situation in Shillong getting 
from bad to worse coupled 
with a faltering governance 
mechanism. In short, we are 
living in what could be best 
described as a failed state. 
The cycle of violence and 
selective targeting of unsus­
pecting innocent non-tribals 
is unjustified and violates 
the Constitutional guaran­
tees of protection of human 
rights and human lives. The 
arrests of some members of 
the KSU is a good effort by 
the police department and 
they should be allowed to 
do their duty as mandated by 
the law without any political 
pressure. The audacity of the 
KSU to openly threaten an 
elected government amounts 
to playing with fire and 
contempt of the law. Had 
such threats to the govern­
ment been issued in other 
states we all know what the 
consequences would be but 
here we should be ashamed 
that the state is so weak that 
it cannot even take any ac­
tion. As legitimate citizens

we demand that the govern­
ment brings in the rule of law 
and ensure that peace and 
development is ensured.

Yours etc., 
Emmanuel Waijri 

Shillong-3

BJP insulted 
the Lotus 

symbol
Editor,
The symbol of the BJP is 

the Lotus, which is regarded 
as a symbol of peace and 
prosperity. But the BJP does 
not have the qualities of the 
Lotus. It has also frequently 
incited violence in many 
states and used unfair coer­
cion to harm other parties in 
exchange for votes..

On March 16, 2024, in 
Kalaktang constituency, 
West Kameng district, Ar­
unachal Pradesh, large-scale 
group clashes broke out 
between supporters of the 
BJP’S candidate and sup­
porters of the sitting MP, 
and stones were thrown at 
each other, causing damage 
to many houses and vehicles 
and injuries to police offi­
cers. It was said that the local 
police would investigate the

matter, but later due to pres­
sure from the BJP, the mat­
ter was dropped. On March 
23, Nyabi Jini Dirchii, the 
candidate of the BJP in the 
Basar constituency of Ar­
unachal Pradesh, publicly 
asked government officials 
to vote for her at an election 
meeting and threatened that, 
"BJP spies have been sent to 
identify those who disobey; 
please do not blame me if 
action is taken in the future." 
On April 8, when Lika Saya 
was campaigning in Piong 
Village, Namsai District, 
more than 30 of Lika Saya's 
cars were-viciously attacked 
by the BJP and its support­
ers Later, more than 200 
people attacked them, caus­
ing vehicles to be damaged, 
people to be bleeding and 
injured, and tragic scenes to 
continue.

On April 20, the Con­
gress Party accused the BJP 
of causing violence in the 
Bamon constituency, and the 
Arunachal Pradesh Demo­
cratic Party accused the Na- 
ri-Koyu Assembly constitu­
ency in Lower Siang District 
of being manipulated and 
occupied by BJP thugs. On 
April 21, the Election Com­
mission of India suddenly 
announced that according to

stretches from the Megha­
laya in the northeast of the 
subcontinent to the Nicobars, 
Malay Peninsula, and Me­
kong Delta in Southeast Asia. 
For a long time, there was a 
debate about the origin of 
the language family : whether 
it arose in Southeast Asia 
and then spread to South 
Asia during the Neolithic 
period or whether it had pre- 
Neolithic origins in South 
Asia and then dispersed to 
the east.

Glenn Kharkongor argues 
for the second option, and 
it would be a reasonable 
position to take, but that has 
changed after Gyaneshwer 
Chaubey and his colleagues 
published their 2011 paper, 
‘Population Genetic Struc­
ture in Indian Austroasi­
atic Speakers: The Role of 
Landscape Banners and Sex- 
Specific Admixture’ which 
finally laid the argument to 
rest. The paper found that the 
Indian Austroasiatic speak­
ers have high frequencies of
Y chromosome haplogroup 
02a (occurs frequently both

, among Indian and southeast 
Asian Austroasiatic speak­
ers), which was found to 
have significantly higher 
diversity and coalescent time 
(the time when the genetic 
lineages within a population 
shared a common ancestor) 
of 17-28 thousand years ago 
in Southeast Asia, strongly 
supporting Southeast Asian 
origin, followed by more re­
cent dispersal(s) to India.

Then, in 2015, Xiaoming 
Zhang and his colleagues 
published their paper, ‘Y- 
chromosome diversity sug­
gests southern origin and 
Paleolithic backwave migra­
tion of Austroasiatic speak­
ers from eastern Asia to the 
Indian subcontinent’, which 
built on the work done by 
Gyaneshwer Chaubey and 
colleagues in their 2011 
paper. Their own analysis 
showed that the 02al-M95 
lineage (the genetic signature 
of the Austroasiatic popula­
tion) initially originated in 
the southern part of east­
ern Asia (Southern China) 
among the Daic-speaking 
populations around 20-40 
thousand years ago, followed 
by a southward dispersal to 
the heartland of Mainland 
Southeast Asia around 16 
thousand years ago, and 
then a westward migration 
to India around 10 thousand 
years ago.

The paper by Xiaoming 
Zhang and colleagues also 
refers to the 2015 paper ‘A 
late Neolithic expansion of
Y chromosomal haplogroup 
02al-M95 from east to west’ 
by Ganesh Prasad Arunku- 
mar and colleagues, which 
also came to the same con­
clusion in thiCt it also favored 
an east-to-'West migration of 
Austroasiatic speakers. The 
only difference was the date

reports submitted by election 
officials ancf the "Represen­
tation of the People Act" of 
1951, eight polling stations 
in Arunachal Pradesh had 
to go for repoll because the 
ballot boxes were damaged 
or the venues were occupied. 
Why the sudden vote? What 
are the facts? Voters in the 
re-polling constituency gave 
us the answer: "Because the 
result of the voting indicated 
that the BJP candidate would 
not win so they smashed the 
ballot box that night." As a 
democratic country, voting 
should be free, fair and safe, 
and the voice of every voter 
should be heard. However, 
Arunachal Pradesh, which 
is ruled by the BJP, is not 
democratic.

Yours etc., 
Niten Munda, 

E Sector, Itanagar

Religion as 
apolitical 
weapon

Editor,
When polarisation has 

become a political tool to be 
used as a red herring during 
the Lok Sabha election to 
take people's attention away

of the arrival of Austroasiatic 
speakers in India. Xiaoming 
Zhang and colleagues put 
that date at around 10,000 
years ago, while Ganesh 
Prasad Arunkumar and 
colleagues have arrived at 
5.7±0.3 thousand years ago 
for Laos, 5.2±0.6 thousand 
years ago for the North East 
(Khasi), and 4.3±0.2 thou­
sand years ago for East India 
(Munda). Finally, there is the 
2019 paper by Kai Kai Tatte 
and colleagues, ‘The genetic 
legacy of continental scale 
admixture in Indian Aus­
troasiatic speakers’. They 
calculated the admixture 
between the South Asian 
(Dravidian speakers from 
Kerala) and South East Asian 
(Lao people from Laos) to 
be around 2000-3800 years 
ago, which is closer to the 
date given by Ganesh Prasad 
Arunkumar and colleagues. 
The admixture group here 
mentioned is the Munda.

The details are still being 
worked out, but there are cer­
tain points that have become 
very clear. Firstly, the debate 
regarding the origin of the 
Austroasiatic language fam­
ily (along with its speakers) 
has been settled, with South­
east Asia being identified as 
the source from which the 
people and the language first 
arose. Secondly, following 
this, an east-west migration 
of the Austroasiatic lan- 
guage-speaking people has 
also been confirmed, with 
the date of arriyal declin­
ing as one goes from east to 
west. Therefore, groups that 
are identified today with the 
Khasi would have arrived 
earlier, with some continuing 
into East India and coming 
into contact with the local na­
tive population (Dravidians), 
giving rise* to the Munda 
population. The only issue 
that now remains is the dates, 
which ranged from 10,000 
years ago to 6,000 years 
ago. Here, rice could play 
an important role in settling 
that debate.

Since rice cultivation has 
been closely associated with 
the Austroasiatic language, 
the dates must be connected 
to the arrival of the crop, 
particularly Oryza sativa 
japonica, into, the subconti­
nent. On this point, there’s 
a 2014 paper by Briana L.“ 
Gross and Zhijun Zhao titled 
‘Archaeological and Genetic 
Insights into the Origins of 
Domesticated Rice’ that ar-» 
gues that, while there seems 
to have been an independent 
origin for the cultivation of- 
ancestral Oryza sativa indica 
or proto-indica rice taking 
place in the Ganges plains, 
the plant was completely 
domesticated only when 
the domesticated japonica 
arrived from China and hy­
bridized with it around 4,000 
years ago. The 2015 paper 
by Xiaoming Zhang and col-

from the real issues, what 
Swami Gautamananda has 
said is timely and needs to 
be highlighted.

On Wednesday, after be­
ing anointed the 17th presi­
dent of the Ramakrishna 
Math and Mission, he said, 
."All religions are the same 
and God is one. People just 
call him by different names 
- Allah, Jesus, Bhagwan and 
Thakur. If I believe I'm God's 
son, then automatically I will 
consider others my brothers 
and sisters. We will not con­
sider anyone an outsider."

The monk rightly said, 
"That is what Thakur (Sri 
Ramakrishna) propagated 
through his life and teachings 
that the truth or-ultimate real­
ity is one." Sri Ramkrishna 
used to say, “Many opinions, 
many paths." This means 
that every religion has the 
same goal even though their 
paths are different. Indeed, 
Sri Ramakrishna practiced 
what he preached. He em­
braced Islam and religiously 
followed its path. Then again 
he embraced Christianity 
and did the same.

Those who have been suf­
fering from religious para­
noia need to understand that 
there will be no democracy 
without secularism. Secular-

leagues identified the origi­
nal home of the Austroasiatic 
as southern China, which 
matches the drainage area of 
the Yangtze River, which was 
proposed by Briana L. Gross 
and Zhijun Zhao as being the 
location where domestica­
tion of Oryza sativa japonica 
happened around 8000 years 
ago. Rice has a very impor­
tant ritual significance for the 
Khasi, and I recollect some­
where about a Pnar folktale 
of how rice was brought from 
the forest and domesticated. 
I will be grateful if any Pnar 
person were, to confirm this 
folktale since I can’t seem to 
find it anymore.

Here it will be useful 
to mention the 2013 paper 
‘A Lexicostatistical Study 
of the Khasian Languages: 
Khasi, Pnar, Lyngngam, and 
War’ by K. S. Nagaraja, Paul 
Sidwell, and Simon Qreen- 
hill also give the date when 
War (the oldest of all Khasi 
languages) diverged from 
Palaung (closest relative to 
the Khasi language found 
today in Myanmar) to around 
4000 years ago. These dates 
match those given by Ganesh 
Prasad Arunkumar and Kai 
Tatte and the dates of hybrid­
ization of Oryza sativa indica 
with Oryza sativajaponica as 
given by Briana L. Gross and 
Zhijun Zhao. Tony Joseph 
also makes the same case in 
his book ‘The Early Indians: 
The Story of Our Ancestors 
and where they came from’.

The search for more de­
tails about the story of the 
Austroasiatic people, i.e.,
Khasi and Munda, is not/" 7
yet over. There is a need 
to understand more about 
how it happened and how it 
changed the subcontinent. 
What is clear, though, based 
on current evidence, is that 
they arrived quite early and 
much before the Indo-Aryan­
speaking group from Central 
Asia, making them an indig­
enous group along with the 
Dravidians. The date is still 
important, though, because 
their arrival puts them very 
close to the mature period of 
the Hairapan or Indus Valley 
civilization. It is interesting 
to imagine that some of the 
people (today identified with 
the Khasi and Munda) might 
have lived as residents in 
those urban centers or maybe 
stayed on the periphery, pos­
sibly trading with Harappans. 
It is such a fascinating specu­
lation, and at the moment, it 
is only a speculation without 
any evidence. But what is 
clear is that when anyone in 
the subcontinent were to eat 
their rice as part of breakfast  ̂
lunch, and dinner, do remem­
ber to thank the Khasi and 
Munda for it.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f the 
author and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to any 
organisation or institution)

ism prevents the conversion 
from a democracy into a 
theocracy.

Religion is a personal 
matter between God and a 
person. The path of secular­
ism leads many countries 
to 'peace and prosperity. 
Whereas a number of coun­
tries, including some of our 
neighbours, have to suffer 
a lot for ignoring secular­
ism. We must not deviate 
from such a proven path to 
success. Voters must ignore 
those political leaders who 
use religion to hide impor­
tant issues like social secu­
rity, employment, education 
and health care.

Hate not only makes vot­
ers oblivious to the real is­
sues but also damages their 
health. Doctors say that 
those who indulge in hate 
can start to deal with some 
seriously negative effects in 
terms of their health and their 
social functioning.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De, 
Kolkata

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

of an MP
By VK Lyngdoh

In the article “The elec­
tion that was and wasn’t” by 
Albert Thymiang (ST April 
25, 2024) he mentioned that 
“Robertjune Khaijahrin of­
fered to set up a monitoring 
body or MP Schemes and the 
proposal found no takers.” 
He further stated, “After all 
the parties and candidates had 
their say, the public has still 
not understood the role of a 
Member of Parliament (MP).”
I feltit important to explain the 
role and responsibilities of the 
MP in the Lok Sabha and the 
Member of Parliament Local 
Area Development Scheme 
(MPLADS).

Being an MP in India 
comes with several privileges 
and responsibilities. MPs 
actively participate in for­
mulation and amendment of 
laws. They can propose bills, 
discuss them in Parliament, 
and contribute to shaping the 
legal framework ofthe coun­
try. MPs represent their con­
stituencies in the Lok Sabha 
(House of the People). They 
voice concerns, aspirations, 
arid needs of their constituents 
during parliamentary debates 
and discussions. MPs receive 
a salary, allowances, and other 
peiks. The salary is subject to 
revision from time to time. 
Additionally, they have ac­
cess to various allowances for * 
travel, accommodation, and 
office expenses. v ,

After serving a certain 
number of terms, MPs are 
eligible for pension; This en­
sures financial security after 
retirement. While perform­
ing their duties, MPs enjoy 
parliamentary immunity. This 
means they cannot be held 
legally accountable for their 
statements or actions within 
Parliament. MPs have access 
to government information, 
data, and reports. This keeps 
them informed about various 
issues affecting the nation. An 
MP can allocate funds from 
MPLADS which directly con­
tributes to local development. 
Serving as an MP provides 
opportunities to network with 
other politicians, bureaucrats, 
and influential individuals. 
This enhances their influence 
and impact. MPs can use their 
position to advocate for spe­
cific causes, raise awareness, 
and drive positive change. 
They can champion issues 
related to education, health­
care, infrastructure and more. 
Being an MP brings social 
recognition and prestige. It 
is a position of authority and 
respect within the community 
but they also have significant 
responsibilities towards their 
constituents and the nation. 
They are accountable for their 
actions and decisions during 
their tenure in office.

The responsibilities of an 
MP are multifaceted. He/she 
actively engages in parliamen­
tary debates on proposed bills, 
amendments, and other'legis­
lative matters. MPs vote on 
various issues, including bud­
getary allocations, constitu­
tional amendments, and policy 
decisions. He/she represents 
the interests, concerns, and 
aspirations of the constituents 
in Lok Sabha. They advocate 
for policies and projects that 
benefit their constituencies. 
MPs scrutinize the functioning 
of the government, ensuring 
transparency and account­
ability. They can question 
ministers during Question 
Hour, seeking clarifications 
on government actions. They 
work to improve infrastruc­
ture, healthcare, education, 
and other essential services 
in their constituencies. MPs 
serve on various Committees, 
such as, Standing Committee, 
Select Committees to examine 
bills, policies, and adminis­
trative matters. They raise 
awareness about social issues, 
promote public welfare, and 
address community concerns. 
They interact with constitu­
ents, attend public meetings, 
and address grievances, par­
ticipate in budget discussions, 
ensuring that public funds 
are allocated appropriately. 
They scrutinize government 
spending and financial de­
cisions. MPs contribute to 
policy formulation by suggest­
ing reforms, improvements, 
and innovative solutions and 
discuss critical national issues 
affecting citizens. MPs engage 
in international forums, rep­
resenting India’s interests and 
building diplomatic ties. As 
far as constitutional duties are 
concerned, MPs participate 
in the electoral process in 
electing the President and 
Vice President of India. In

rare cases, MPs play a role 
in impeachment proceedings 
against constitutional func­
tionaries. MPs must balance 
their duties to the nation, their 
party, and their constituents 
while upholding democratic 
values and principles.

The MPLADS formulated 
by the Government of India 
in December 1993, empow­
ers MPs to ‘recommend de­
velopmental work’ in their 
constituencies. The focus is on 
“creating durable community 
assets” based on locally identi­
fied needs.

Initially, the MPLADS was 
administered by the Ministry 
of Rural Development. How­
ever, since October 1994 the 
Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation 
(MOSPI) has overseen its 
functioning. Elected Members 
of Rajya Sabha representing 
an entire state can select works 
for implementation in one or 
more districts of their choice. 
Similarly, nominated Mem­
bers of Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha can also recommend 
works in any district across the 
country. MPs can recommend 
work up to Rs 25 lakh per year 
outside their constituency or 
stateof election to promote na-. 
tional unity, harmony, and fra­
ternity. Additionally, they can 
recommend funds for natural 
calamities up to Rs 25 lakhs 
within the state and up to Rs 1 
crore nationally for severe ca­
lamities like tsunamis, major 
cyclones, and earthquakes, A 
State-level nodal department 
is chosen to supervise and 
monitor the scheme. This 
department coordinates with 
line departments and ensures 
effective implementation.

In implementation the dis­
trict suthorities play a crucial 
role. They sanction the works 
recommended by the MP 
and identify implementation 
agencies and user agencies. 
They oversee work on the 
ground, transfer assets to user 
agencies, and report back to 
the Ministry on the MPLADS 
status in the district. District 
Authorities are responsible 
for overall coordination and 
supervision of MPLADs proj­
ects at the district level. They 
inspect at least 10 percent of 
the work under implementa­
tion annually and involve MPs 
in project inspections where 
feasible. Since 2011-12 each 
MP is allocated Rs 5 crore 
per year, a significant increase 
from the initial allocation of. 
Rs 5 lakhs in 1993-94 and Rs 
2 crore in 1998-99. Funds are 
disbursed by the concerned 
Ministry; not directly to MPs. 
These fimds are non-lapsable, 
meaning unutilized funds carry 
forward to the next year. MPs 
must allocate at least 15% of 
their funds for assets in areas 
inhabited by Scheduled Caste 
(SCs) and 7.5% for Scheduled 

"Tribes (STs). Convergence 
with other schemes, such as 
the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGS) and 
the National Program for De­
velopment of Sports (Khelo 
India), is encouraged to create 
more durable assets.

Hence the MPLADS en­
ables MPs to contribute to 
local development by recom­
mending projects that address 
community needs and create 
lasting assets.There are spe­
cific restrictions on the types 
of projects that canbe funded 
through MPLADS: MPs can 
recommend works such as 
infrastructure development, 
education, healthcare, sanita­
tion, and other community- 
oriented projects.

Funding for religious insti­
tutions is not permissible under 
MPLADS. Insofar as NGOs/ 
Trusts/Societies is concerned, 
the recommending MP or their 
family members cannot hold 
office in the organisations re­
ceiving MPLADS funding. All 
infrastructure constructed with 
MPLADS funds becomes the 
property of the State/Union 
Territory Government. The 
beneficiary organisations are 
responsible for operating and 
maintaining the assets created. 
Using MPLADS for political 
mileage during elections is 
discouraged.

The MPLADS has a robust 
monitoring process to ensure 
effective utilization of funds 
and proper implementation 
of projects through the State- 
level Monitoring Committee 
which meets regularly with 
participation from MPs. Dur­
ing these meetings, the prog­
ress of MPLADS works is re­
viewed, and necessary action 
taken to address any issues.
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Nature conservation works, we're getting better at it!
To work in nature conservation 

is to battle a headwind of bad 
news.

When the overwhelming picture 
indicates the natural world is in de­
cline, is there any room for optimism? 
Well, our new global study has some 
good news: we provide the strongest 
evidence to date that nature conserva­
tion efforts are not only effective, but 
that when they do work, they often 
really work.

Trends in nature conservation tend 
to be measured in terms of "biodiver­
sity" - that is, the variety among living 
organisms from genes to ecosystems. 
We treasure biodiversity not only for 
how it enriches society and culture, 
but also its underpinning of resilient, 
functioning ecosystems that are a 
foundation of the global economy.

However, it is well known that 
globa] biodiversity is decreasing, and 
has been for some time. Is anything we 
are doing to reverse this trend effec­
tive? As part of a team of researchers, 
we conducted the most comprehensive 
analysis yet of what happened when 
conservationists intervened in ecosys­
tems. These were interventions of all 
types, all over the world. We found 
that conservation action is typically 
much better than doing nothing" at all. 
The challenge now is to fund conser­
vation on the scale needed to halt and 
reverse declines in biodiversity and 
give these proven methods th& best 
chance of success.

First, the less good news
Globally, biodiversity is being 

depleted by human activities like 
habitat clearance, overharvesting, the 
introduction of invasive species and 
climate change.

To arrest its decline, people in 
various places have taken measures 
including creating protected areas, 
removing invasive species or restoring 
habitats, such as forests and wetlands. 
These efforts are interdependent with 
traditional stewardship of the world's 
richest biodiversity by indigenous 
people and local communities. And 
in 2022, governments adopted new 
global targets to halt and reverse bio­
diversity loss.

Our te&n, led by the conservation 
organisation Re:wild’ the universities 
of Oxford and Kent, and the Interna­
tional Union for the Conservation of

Nature, analysed the findings of 186 
studies covering 665 trials of different 
conservation interventions globally 
over the course of a century.

We wanted to understand whether 
the outcomes of these conservation 
actions improved on what would have 
happened without any intervention.

Lots of studies have tried to com­
pare the effects of conservation proj­
ects this way, but this is the first time 
such research has been combined in a 
single analysis to determine if conser­
vation is working overall.

And now, the good news
What we found was extremely 

encouraging: conservation efforts 
work, and they work pretty much 
everywhere.

We found that conservation actions 
improved the state of biodiversity or 
slowed its decline in the majority of 
cases (66 per cent) compared with 
no action.

But more importantly, when con­
servation interventions work, we 
found that they are highly effective.

Examples from our far-reaching 
database included the management 
of invasive and problematic native 
predators on two of Florida's barrier 
islands, which resulted in an immedi­
ate and substantial improvement in the 
nesting success of loggerhead turtles 
and least terns.

In central African countries across 
the Congo basin, deforestation was 
74 per cent lower in logging estates 
subject to a forest management plan 
versus those that weren't.

Protected areas and indigenous 
lands had significantly less deforesta­
tion and smaller fires in the Brazilian 
Amazon. Breeding Chinook salmon in 
captivity and releasing them boosted 
their natural population in the Salmon 
River basin of central Idaho with mini­
mal side effects.

Where conservation actions did 
not recover or slow the decline of the 
species or ecosystems that they were 
targeting, there is an opportunity to 
learn why and refine the conserva­
tion methods. For example, in India, 
removing an invasive algae simply 
caused it to spread elsewhere. Con­
servationists can now try a different 
strategy that may be more successful, 
such as finding ways to halt the drift 
of fragments of algae.

In other cases, where conservation 
action did not clearly benefit the tar­
get, other native species benefited un­
intentionally. For example, seahorses 
were less numerous in protected sites 
off New South Wales m Australia 
because these marine protected ar­
eas increased the abundance of their 
predators, such as octopus. So, still a 
success of sorts. We also found that- 
more recent conservation interven­
tions tended to have more positive 
outcomes for biodiversity. This could 
mean modern conservation is getting 
more effective over time.

What comes next
If conservation generally works

but biodiversity is still declining, 
then simply put: we need to do more 
of it. Much more. While at the same 
time reducing the pressures we put 
on nature.

Over half of the world's GDP, 
almost USD 44 trillion (£-35 trillion), 
is moderately or highly dependent on 
nature. According to previous studies, 
a comprehensive global conservation 
programme would require an invest­
ment of between USD 178 and USD 
524 billion.

By comparison, in 2022 alone, 
subsidies for the production and use 
of fossil fuels - which are ultimately 
destructive to nature as fossil fuel 
burning is the leading cause of cli­

mate change - totalled USD 7 trillion 
globally. That is 13 times the upper 
estimate of what is needed annually 
to fund the protection and restoration 
of biodiversity. Today, just USD 121 
billion is invested annually in conser­
vation worldwide.

Potential funding priorities include 
more and better managed protected 
areas.

Consistent with other studies, 
we found that protected areas work 
very well on the whole; studies th&t 
highlight where protected areas are 
not working often cite ineffective 
management or inadequate resources. 
More large-scale investment in habitat 
restoration would also help according

to this new research.
Our study provides evidence that 

optimism for nature's recovery is not 
misplaced. Though biodiversity is 
declining, we have effective tools to 
conserve it - and they seem to be get­
ting better over time. •

The world's governments have 
committed to nature recovery. Now, 
We must invest in it. (The Conversa­
tion)

Authors are Joseph William Bull ̂  
and Jake E. Bicknell, Associate Pro­
fessor in Climate Change Biology, 
University o f  Oxford, and Senior 
Lecturer in Biodiversity Conservation, 
University o f Kent respectivel
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‘Birthday Forecast’
Some mixed opportunities and developments would be there as Moon is 
forming an angle of 150 degrees with Jupiter on your solar return chart. You 
would be able to harness your abundant competency to take pioneering 
steps to advance yourcareer. Your thought process can waver a little and 
lead to contusion in long term plans and may not give good results to the 
extent warranted. You can however establish some vital connections both 
professionally as well as in personally. A passing affair can be fortified and 
transformed into wedlock. You would see unexpected bonanza from past 
investments. There can be recovery of old dues as well. In general, you will 
relish good health during the period.

This week for you'

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)You express your social, romantic, and 
artistic qualities through an intellectual appreciation of art, 
cultural pursuits, and literature. Extra care should be exer- 
tised when it comes to writing letters, emails, making phone 
calls, and with communications in general. It would also be 
wise to double-check your work before finalizing it. You are 

^  slightly more defensive and certainly more protective than 
usual during this period. You might engage in arguments with 
someone dose to you. Your attention to the logical world of 
reason will be a focus.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) This phase brings love, harmony and 
entertainment in family and personal relations. You have the 

t  chance to shine, largely because you are projecting yourself 
' withconfidenceandpoise.Youmightexplorevariouswaysto 

increase personal funds, resulting in more than one avenue 
IJ  I ]  of monetary gain. Your mind is always active with new ideas 

for an increase of income. Communication and marketing may 
be a source of financial or material gain. It's a good time for 
rethinking and revising your personal goals and plans.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)Your mind is especially inquisitive when 
learning or studying. Short trips, and other forms of com­
munication and making connections, appeal strongly. You 
enjoy the challenge of tackling a variety of subjects. Talking, 

m l  writing, and studying can be good ways to handle stress. It's 
lK f T  a good time for rethinking and revising educational plans, 

paperwork, pending projects, and communications. You 
will be considerably more productive, healthy, and focused. 
You might be considering furthering your education and 
hobbies; it is a fabulous time to do so or to simply broaden 
your knowledge.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) Romance and pleasure are highlighted 
right now. The flowing, expressive, and spontaneous energy 
surrounding you attracts like-minded people. You will have 
many ideas and plans and you might be inclined to scatter 
your energies as a result. Channelled well, this is a good 
time to sell your ideas to others, or to present your case. You 
may be especially busy running errands and communicat­
ing. More articulate than usual, you may also have a more 
assertive, self-centered, orprovocative communication style 
at this time. As such, discussions may become heated, or 
they may escalate into arguments.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)The current planetary configuration helps 
to increase funds and bring monetary gains. You will have 
the ability to build up financial reserves and resources, 

( f  for this placement can bring a good deal of success in all 
monetary pursuits. Your partnerships and relationships are 
also highlighted right now, and it's a time to compromise. 

™  Concentrate on truly listening to those close toyou, and on
playing a supportive role. Perhaps it’s not a time to make a 
presentation or to come on strong to the world.

V i r g o :  (August 24-September22)Anexcellentweekformoney, career,
and romance awaits you. Insecurities in your partnerships 

i j  /  are brought to light now, and the best way to handle this is 
to understand that you need others instead of competing for 
the floor. You may be in a position wherein you are-forced

A ,

#

to make a financial settlement or large outlay of cash and 
you may find that people lean on you for support, financial 
or otherwise. What makes you feel comfortable and secure

• needs to be balanced with attention to other people's needs 
and comfort levels. ,

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) This phase brings sincerity, 
cooperation and harmony in relationships. It's a great period 
for doing something entirely new and pioneering—to go solo 
in some area of your life. You are in a position to make an 
impression on others. You have presence and you project 
confidence. Your personal identity, appearance, outward 
behaviour, and self-expression come to the fore. Spontaneity 
of expression is what this transit is about. Increased energy 
an4 & renewed feeling of confidence is with you now, so 
take advantage.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)Responsibilities, seriousness 
and sensitivity in relations are the focus. There may be the 
need to revisit old, nagging issues regarding personal financ- 

u  u  es. Take this time to re-budget instead of making premature 
purchases. Hold off on decision-making regarding money. 

^  Instead, take the time to re-think your sources of income 
and how you spend. Put off finalizing anything important for 
the time being. lYou are most likely to express your social, 
romantic, and artistic qualities through an intellectual ap­
preciation of art, cultural pursuits, arid literature.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)There will be financial 
gains and profits from business. This can be a time of achieve­
ment, career advancement, and success in business. Your 
focus is on material affairs and comfort issues. Security is a 
driving force foryou right now, and you mightfind that you are 
especially interested in accumulating possessions. What you 
have and what you don't have come into focus--what makes 
you feel comfortable, your sense of security, and what you 
value. This is a time of the year when personal finances and 
possessions receive maximum attention. Friends are there 
for you, and have your best interests at heart.

Capricorn: (Decem£er22- January 20)You have an increased interest 
in your own possessions. You are more attracted to objects 
and possessions that give you a sense of comfort, status 
and luxury. Extra care should be exercised when it comes 

a M f  to writing letters, emails, making phone calls, and with all
^  '  communicationsingenesal.Yourmindisespeciallyinquisitive,

" • whenlearning.Shorttrips.andotherformsofcommunication
and making connections, appeal strongly. Romance is in the
air and a joyous romantic affair is in the offing.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)An event may occur that ex­
pands your career or professional interests, and you derive 
pleasure from these activities. More professional freedom is 

% likely to be experienced. This is a time of profitable produc-
tivity. You need to keep your eyes open for opportunities in
these areas of life. Your mind is especially inquisitive. Short
trips and other forms of communication appeal strongly. You 
enjoy the challenge of tackling a variety of subjects. Talking, 
writing, and studying can be good ways to handle stress. It's 
a good time for rethinking and revising educational plans, 
paperwork, and ongoing projects.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)More loving and appreciative 
relationships with your children may also figure now. Your 
powers of attraction skyrocket. Yet, you are not aggressive 
in your approach to love. Instead, you attract more if you 
allow yourself to be pursued. Creative self-expression of 
any kind is favored at this time. You instinctively know how. 
to place yourself in the best light in order to make a good 
impression on others. Any love affair begun now will be 
characterized by good cheer, having fun, and a fair share of 
emotions. You are patient, laborious and clever with material 
aspects and manage finances and business ventures with 
ingenuity and success. ______________

Understanding childhood dementia
£  Childhood’and‘dementia’are two 

words we wish we didn't have to 
use together. But sadly, around 

1,400 Australian children and young 
people live With currently untreatable 
childhood dementia.

Broadly speaking, childhood de­
mentia is caused by any one of more 
than 100 rare genetic disorders.

Although the causes differ from 
dementia acquired later in life, the 
progressive nature of the illness is 
the same.

Half of infants and children diag­
nosed with childhood dementia will 
not reach their tenth birthday, and 
most will die before turning 18.

Yet this devastating condition has 
lacked awareness, and importantly, 
the research attention needed to work 
towards treatments and a cure.

* More about the causes
Most types of childhood dementia 

are caused by mutations (or mistakes) 
in our DNA. These mistakes lead to a 
range of rare genetic disorders, which 
in turn cause childhood dementia.

Two-thirds of childhood dementia 
disorders are caused by "inborn er­
rors of metabolism". This means the 
metabolic pathways involved in the 
breakdown of carbohydrates, lipids, 
fatty acids and proteins in the body 
fail.

As a result, nerve pathways fail 
to function, neurons (nerve cells that 
send messages around the body) die, 
and progressive cognitive decline 
occurs.

What happens to children 
with childhood dementia?

Most children initially appear un­
affected. But after a period of appar­
ently normal development, children 
with childhood dementia progres­
sively lose all previously, acquired 
skills and abilities, such as talking, 
walking, learning, remembering and 
reasoning.

Childhood dementia also leads to 
significant changes in behaviour, such 
as aggression and hyperactivity.

Severe sleep disturbance is com­
mon and vision and hearing can also 
be affected. Many children have 
seizures.

The age when symptoms start can 
vary, depending partly on the par­
ticular genetic disorder causing the 
dementia, but the average is around 
two years old. The symptoms are 
caused by significant, progressive 
brain damage.
Are there any treatments available?

Childhood dementia treatments

currently under evaluation or ap­
proved are for a very limited number 
of disorders, and are only available in 
some parts of the world.

These include gene replacement, 
gene-modified cell therapy and protein 
or enzyme replacement therapy.

Enzyme replacement therapy is 
available in Australia for one form of 
childhood dementia. These therapies 
attempt to "fix" the problems causing 
the disease, and have shown promis­
ing results.

Other experimental therapies in­
clude ones that target faulty protein 
production or reduce inflammation 
in the brain.

Research attention is lacking
Death rates for Australian children 

with cancer nearly halved between
1997 and 2017 thanks to research 
that has enabled the development of 
multiple treatments. But over recent 
decades, nothing has changed for 
children with dementia.

In 2017-2023, research for child­
hood cancer received over four times 
more funding per patient compared to 
funding for childhood dementia. This 
is despite childhood dementia causing 
a similar number of deaths each year 
as childhood cancer.

The success for childhood cancer 
sufferers in recent decades demon­
strates how adequately funding medi­
cal research can lead to improvements 
in patient outcomes.

Another bottleneck for childhood 
dementia patients in Australia is the 
lack of access to clinical trials. An 
analysis published in March this year 
showed that in December 2023, only 
two clinical trials were recruiting 
patients with childhood dementia in 
Australia.

Worldwide however, 54 trials 
were recruiting, meaning Australian 
patients and their families are left ' 
watching patients in other parts of 
the world receive potentially life- 
saving treatments, with no recourse 
themselves.

That said, we've seen a slowing in 
the establishment of clinical trials for 
childhood dementia across the world 
in recent years.

In addition, We know from consul­
tation with families that current care 
and support systems are not meeting 
the needs of children with dementia 
and their families.

New research
Recently, we were awarded new 

funding for our research on childhood 
dementia.

This will help us continue and 
expand studies that seek to develop 
lifesaving treatments.

More broadly, we need to see 
increased funding in Australia and 
around the world for research to de­
velop and translate treatments for the 
broad spectrum of childhood demen­
tia conditions. (The Conversation)
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Role of regionalists
REGIONAL parties are overtly demonstrat­
ing their clout in the present parliament polls 
in several states, even as the larger Hindi belt 
states remain firmly with the BJP. Compared to 
2019 when the last general elections were held, 
their sway has not been diminished. The south­
ern states are either with the regional parties or 
the Congress. The eastern states are also with 
regional chieftains and so are the northeastern 
states for the most part. Put together, they can 
form a formidable combination and they are 
sure to win a substantial number of Lok Sabha 
seats. If the Congress manages to win around 
100 seats, mainly from the South, most regional 
parties are more likely to ally with it, and not 
with the BJP, in case no party gets a majority in 
parliament. This is for the reason that the Con­
gress will be more accommodating in the INDIA 
format* unlike the BJP that seeks to dominate the 
political spectrum at the expense of others.

Yet, fact is also that the BJP failed miser­
ably in achieving its goal of a Congress-mukht 
Bharat. Examples are the way the tricolour 
party won assembly polls in Karnataka, where 
it ousted the BJP from power and in Telangana 
where it outwitted the BRS. The BJP is part of 
a coalition government in Maharashtra where 
it had earlier lost power and then allowed the 
rebel Shiv Sena to run the present government 
from the front. The saffron party, allowed itself 
to play second fiddle to the Sena — a far cry from 
the previous term when a BJP chief minister ran 
the state!s affairs.

To the BJP's credit, it won back the support 
of Bihar's Nitish Kumar, but this in itself is no 
guarantee that it can sweep the polls in the state 
this time. In West Bengal, Mamata Baneijee 
remains a formidable figure and so is Naveen 
Patnaik in Odisha. In the national capital Delhi, 
Arvind Kejriwal has been jailed, but his AAP 
in alliance with the Congress is bound to give 
the BJP a run for its money. Among the regional 
satraps, MK Stalin is bound to stick with the 
INDIA alliance. In Kerala, the Congress is 
believed to do well in the polls just as it did in 
2019.1n the northeast, Assam may still be a safe 
bet for the BJP. The regional parties across the 
sister states have a history of allying with those 
in power in Delhi, so as to draw benefits for 
the region and for other reasons too. Neither the 
Congress nor the BJP can be sure of their support 
in a changed scenario. All of these would mean 
that the future post June 4 is unpredictable. It 
could be anybody’s game.

Letters *o the F.ditor

Faith imbued 
with scientific 

, temper
Editor
The recent discourse (in 

your Letters section) on the 
Aiyan invasion or migration 
theory (as an explanation of 
Hinduism’s origin outside 
the Indian subcontinent) 
has been interesting -  with 
Dr Bhogtoram  Mawroh 
supporting this theory, and 
practitioners, like Homnath 
Gautam and Salil Gewali 
objecting. To his credit, Dr 
Mawroh cited not just west­
ern scholars but those from 
other parts of the world as 
well. While I admire his 
scientific rigour -  and Mr. 
Gautam and Gewali for their 
loyalty to their faith -  both 
approaches merit scrutiny.

In Dr Mawroh's most 
recent letter (TST, Apr 25, 
2024), he speaks of the influ­
ence of Buddhism on Hindu­
ism. Indeed, Buddhism may 
have influenced and cleansed 
Hinduism. But surely such 
influence was mutual — not 
one-sided? Religions often 
cleanse one another. This 
may have been the relation­
ship between the ordinary 
levels of Hinduism and Bud­
dhism. But at their highest 
levels of pure mysticism, no 
cleansing is ever necessary.

U Ran Niangti and haw 
Khanapara got its name

Recently, there arose a 
controversy over the name 
of a place located on the 
Meghalaya-Assam border. 
It was reported in the media 
that a certain organization 
submitted a memorandum to 
the Chief Executive Mem­
ber of the Khasi Hills Au­
tonomous District Council 
demanding the changing 
of the name of the town 
Khanapara. ,It was argued 
that since Khanapara is not 
a local name, the KHADC 
should change it to a local 
one. Fortunately, the Jaintias 
have a rich tradition of oral 
narratives, one of which con­
nects with the name of this 
particular town.

The Jantias have many 
stories about their royalty 
who once lived in the plains 
in a place called Jantiapur 
and the wars they fought, 
and there’s one about a man 
named u Ran Niangti. Inter- 
estingly, u Ran's story is a 
tragic one that later turned 
him into a hero of the time. U 
Ran Niangti was an ordinary 
man who worked as a porter, 
carrying commodities from 
the market in the plains to 
the villages located in the 
hills. He earned his liveli­
hood delivering goods to 
and from Jowai to Jantiapur, 
which was a very proipinent 
market then, and the pro­
fession was known as "kit 
bhari." Jantiapur was the 
most popular market at that 
time, connected to the hills 
by an old stone path known as 
the royal path. U Ran, along 
with other porters and trad­
ers, traversed from Jantiapur 
to Jowai, deciding to take 
rest at a certain collection of 
monoliths called "Mawshong 
shongthait." After they had 
rested and relieved them­
selves, before they resumed 
their journey, it was found 
that a certain trader had lost 
his bag full of potatoes.*

Ran, who carried other 
commodities, was part of 
the entourage and was ac­
cused of stealing the missing 
potatoes. He pleaded with all 
those present that he did not 
steal the consignment, but the 
owner of the potatoes was not 
convinced. He was taken to 
Jantiapur and handed over 
to the officers in the royal 
court. He was arrested, and 
a trial was conducted and 
arrested for a crime he did 
not commit. .

In prison, while serving 
his sentence, a war broke 
out, and the enemy attacked 
the Jaintia k in g d o m , putting 
the country in grave danger. 
The king was iri trduble be­
cause he had lost almost all

By HHMohrmen
his capable military officers, 
and he was about to be de­
feated. In such a situation, U 
Ran Niangti, from his prison 
cell, requested the king to 
allow him to fight against 
the enemy. But U Ran was 
just a common man, with 
no-exposure to any kind of 
training.

How could the king trust 
a prisoner with no military 
experience to take on the 
enemy? At the same time, 
the king did not have many 
options as he continued to 
lose his military, officers in 
the fight. The kingdom had 
reached such a point that 
whatever help came from 
whichever comer was wel­
comed with open arms. But U 
Ran had to prove himself, at 
least to the king, that he was 
capable of leading a military 
expedition. He could not 
just get out of prison, seize” 
a sword, and take on the 
enemy; it just did not work 
like that.

Ran to cut. In the meantime, 
the king had asked his men to 
secretly insert a huge iron rod 
inside the banana tree before 
it was brought to the court 
for Ran to cut. Ran raised his 

. sword high and hit the banana 
tree, but the sword broke into 
two pieces. He then asked for 
another sword, and the same 
thing happened. Finally, he 
asked for the divine sword 
ofthe royal family called “Ka 
wait Kopati” or the Kopati 
sword. When the sword was 
brought to the court, holding 
it in his hands, he couldn't 
help but admire the sword 
that he had only heard people 
talk about, and he couldn't 
believe that he was holding it 
in his hands. Holding it with 
both his hands, he raised it in 
the air as high as he could and 
with all his might brought it 
down against the banana tree, 
breaking the banana tree. He 
struck the middle of the ba­
nana tree and broke it and the 
iron rod into two pieces. The

“The king decided to offer three trials to 
see if  U Ran was really fit and ready to go 
to war. The palace was situated near the 

market and was surrounded by a 
collection o f huge monoliths. In front of 

the palace, there was an empty space used 
by the king and his subjects to offer 

sacrifices during Durga puja. ”

The king decided to con­
duct a trial to see if Ran 
really had the capability, as 
he claimed, to defeat the en­
emy. The king had to satisfy 
himself if this common man 
was really up to the mark and 
could take on the enemy and 
win the war for the country. 
The king decided to offer 
three trials to see if U Ran 
was really fit and ready to go 
to war. The palace was situ­
ated near the market and was 
surrounded by a collection 
of huge monoliths. In front 
of the palace, there was an 
empty space used by the king, 
and his subjects to offer sacri­
fices during Durga puja A big 
crowd had gathered around 
the ground to witness the trial 
of strength that the king had 
put to test U Ran.

In the first trial, he was 
given a sword and asked to 
cut a huge banana tree, and 
Ran did it with ease. The 
second trial of strength was 
when a large tree trunk was 
brought to the court, and he 
was able to cut it without 
much effort. Finally, the king 
asked his men to bring a 
banana tree to the court for

crowd cheered, and the king 
asked that he be armoured 
and allowed to lead the army 
against the enemy.

The story has it that U 
Ran's military expedition 
not only defeated the enemy 
but also forced them to re­
treat while he invaded their 
kingdom. While he won over 
territories, he also attached 
much of their territories to 
the Jaintia kingdom. By the 
time he reached a place near 
Guwahati, he was tired, and 
it is said that because of the 
sheer numbers of enemies he 
killed in the battlefield, his 
blood-stained sword stuck to 
his hand. He tried to remove 
it from his hand, but he was 
not successful. Finally, he 
saw a huge banyan tree and 
struck the sword as hard as he 
could on the tree trunk, and 
finally, he was able to free 
his hand from the sword. The 
sword was stuck so deep that 
it was fixed to the tree trunk. 
While releasing his hand 
from the sword, which was 
stuck to the tree, Ran uttered 
the famous words: "iow i'oh u 
khanapara wa u pud u sam ka 
ri Jantia poi u hadooh heini,"

which translates to: "May 
it be known to all, or may 
we tell others, that the terri­
tory of the Jaintia kingdom 
extended to this point." Till 
today, the Pnar believe that 
Khanapara near Guwahati 
derived its name from this 
incident during the reign of 
the Jantia king.

U Ran Niangti is the story 
of a common man whom 
circumstances compelled to 
request the king to allow him 
to serve his country, and in 
doing so, he not only helped 
win the battle for his country 
but also made a name for 
himself. But this is not the 
only important outcome of 
the unfortunate incident in the 
life of u Ran Niangti. Since he 
was arrested for stealing pota­
toes, a crime he did not com­
mit, Ran swore that he 2hd his 
descendants shall never eat 
potatoes again. Since then, it 
has been a taboo for, anyone 
from the Niangti clan to eat 
potatoes, and the taboo con­
tinues among the members of 
the clan to this day.

Since Jantiapur was the 
most popular market in the 
kingdom, there are many 
stories about people from 
the hills visiting Jafitiapur to 
trade as well as for buying 
essential commodities from 
the market. Jaintiapur was not 
only the most important trade 
center for the highlanders 
and people of the plain areas, 
but what is more important 
is that it was the seat of the 
kingdom then.

The Jafitia kingdom, with 
its capital in Jantiapur, was 
once a very strong and flour­
ishing kingdom which not 
only issued numerous coins 

'but also had cannons as part 
, of their armoury. Traditions 

are not clear if  the battle 
that the Jafitias fought was 
against the Ahom, but the 
Jaintia Buranji recorded 
that the two had a very 
good relationship with each 
other. In most of the letters 
exchanged between the 
Jantia and the Ahoms, the 
expressions which states, 
“Gurgoan and Jayantia have 
existed not as two families 
but one. Even i f  the Sun 
rises in the west instead ofthe 
east, even if the Lohit flows 
towards the east, or even if 
the egret and the crow change 
their hues, our bond of friend­
ship with your Swargadeo 
will never cease.” Could the 
conflict have been between 
the Ahoms and the Jaintias? 
That is the question.

(This story was taken 
from the columnist’s thesis 
titled: "Cultural. History 
o f Jaintia Hills in Storied, 
Stones, and Traditions.")

For, they are each as glorious, 
as is the* summit of Christian 
mysticism.

Western intellectuals have 
long subordinated Hindu­
ism to Buddhism, perhaps 
because Buddhist non-the- 
ism, although faith-based', 
matches their own cynical 
nihilism. But the prejudice 
against Hinduism is worse 
at the popular level, where 
the world's oldest religion 
is often reduced to just two 
things -  the caste system and 
the proverbial cow!

But that said, the problems 
lie on both sides (western and 
Indian) .and the difference 
between the two perspectives 
lies in their different methods 
of knowing. While the west 
uses the scientific method, 
rooted in external, fact-based 
truth, Indians can sometimes 
veer to the other extreme of 
a subjective inwardness that 
neglects facts altogether. It is 
possible to be critical of both 
approaches. Facts, on their 
own, say little, until iriter- 
preted by reasoning. Already 
an imperfect science, history 
becomes even more fallible, 
when the historian projects 
his own mind onto the facts. 
Laden with a soul-searing 
cynicism, the western mind 
sees what it wants to see and 
interprets facts by projecting 
its own nihilism onto these 
facts. One example is the

Shiva Lingam, which west­
ern intellectuals interpreted 
as a phallic symbol. Swami 
Vivekananda protested and 
corrected this misperception 
-  but without calling it what 
it was -  insulting. This is just 
one example of objectionable 
subjectivity (disguised as 
objectivity) in the western 
scholar's approach to India. 
Yet, not for a minute does 
this mean that western schol­
arship and objectivity are 
irrelevant to India.

While I admire the west's 
scepticism, which stems from 
its scientific genius, I do not 
admire its cynicism. Ahpost 
the only way to overcome this 
cynicism is by returning to 
the higher faith that illumines 
reason -  because faith draws 
from interior Truth, which 
Gandhi and St. Augustine, 
both identified with God. 
This inner Truth is superior 
to fact-based exterior truth. 
A faith-based interpretation 
of historical facts could lead 
to a very different conclu­
sion. Here I mean true faith 
in God -  not the blind faith 
that comes from a narcissistic 
love for one's own religious 
identity.

At the other extreme, we 
have the Indian tendency to 
neglect external truth and 
facts altogether -  by taking 
the Hindu scriptures liter­
ally. No scripture is meant

to be taken literally. As to 
the point (made by-Salil 
Gewali and Homnath Gau­
tam) -  that the great Hindu 
scriptures make no men­
tion of the Aryan migration 
theory -  most likely this is 
so because scriptures like the 
Upanishads are laser-sharp 
in their unwavering focus 
on how to reach God and 
experience enlightenment. 
Hence, the running motif 
of the tfpanishadic great 
sayings (Mahavakyas) is, 
"I am Brahman (God)" -  a 
trium phant’cry that has 
long fascinated the west. 
Compared to this living and 
luminous mysticism, his­
torical issues like whether 
or not the Aryan migration 
took place, pale into insig­
nificance. What makes India 
unique is not whether or not 
Hinduism originated there, 
but that this ancient civili­
zation has never swerved 
from its unwavering focus 
on self-realization. As if to 
prove this point, the highest 
India repeatedly gives birth 
to great sages, saints, and 
spiritual masters -  from Ml 
religious backgrounds (not 
just Hinduism).

This difference between 
western and Indian methods 
of knowing, gets elevated 
to the highest level, when 
comparing a scholar like Max 
Mueller, to a great master

like Swami Vivekananda. 
Max Mueller had a profound 
love for India -  an enviable 
love that impressed Swami 
Vivekananda, who met him 
in person. Yet, despite this- 
love, Max Mueller may not 
have overcome the religious 
and theological cynicism 
so characteristic of modem 
western intellectuals (even 
theologians). If Max Muel­
ler used research methods 
and facts, which he then 
interpreted -  Swami Vive­
kananda used meditation to 
derive his insight-laden deep 
and penetrating objectivity 
that far surpasses scientific 
objectivity. Unlike Max Mu­
eller, Swami Vivekananda 
used yogic omniscience and 
divination to make his pro­
nouncements on the histori­
cal past.

The relationship between * 
Hinduism and Buddhism 
deserves a careful sifting of 
facts, to be interpreted by a 
most discerning, unbiased, 
and truthful eye. If Jesus was 
Jewish to start with, then the 
Buddha was Hindu. Both 
gave us great new religions, 
but without vilifying their 
roots in the older religions. 
Moreover, the theological 
contrast between Hinduism 
and Buddhism is- a fascinat­
ing testament to' the kind 
of religious plurality and 
democracy that must have

prevailed at the 'time of the 
Buddha. In a way, Buddhism 
is a total theological converse 
of Hinduism. Nevertheless, 
great Hindus have always 
admired, the Buddha, quite 
as they have admired Christ. 
Thus, Swami Vivekananda 
was a great admirer of both 
the Buddha and Christ. But 
western scholars -  whether 
Christian or secular -  rarely 
understand this kind of noble 
catholicity and religious uni- 
versalism, which can arise 
only from a genuine love 
for God.

If cynicism is the pitfall 
of the western mind, then 
religious credulity is that of 
the Indian mind. Indeed, the 
danger of taking the scrip­
tures literally still lingers and 
almost the only way to fight 
this unhealthy inwardness, 
is to tie the Indian mind to 
external facts.

My larger point is this -  if 
the west needs India's glori­
ous inwardness and faith, 
then India needs the Scientific 
spirit and ordinary objectivity 
of the west.

Yours etc., 
Deepa Majumdar, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

What if BJP wins 370 and INDI-AUiance 
. lodges 740 complaints...

After EVM verdict, 
parties can meddle

By Sushil Kutty

“Supreme Court dismisses 
all petitions seeking 100% 
verification of WPAT slip,” 
did not come as a shock. By 
the time the top court de­
clared the verdict “reserved”, 
the jolt was a spent force. The 
big news was the Electronic 
Voting Machine was here 
to stay and the top court 
broke the pen on the ballot 
paper with a hanged till death 
verdict.

All petitions asking for 
100 percent verification of 
votes cast on EVMs via Veri­
fiable Paper Audit Trials were 
dismissed. The court noted 
that “blindly distrusting the 
poll process” was a fool’s 
errand and would lead to 
“unwarranted suspicion."

Justices Sanjiv Khanna 
and Dipankar Datta pro­
nounced judgment even as 
EVMs did yeomen service 
in the second phase of poll­
ing on April 26 across 88 
parliamentary constituencies 
in 13 states.

Should we call this a tri­
umph of democracy? Justice 
Khanna stood out. Against 
ballotk paper voting. Against 
complete EVM -W PA T

The Election Commission 
of India might have to wait 
for at least 7 days, the time 
given to register complaints, 
before stating emphatically 
if this or that party/formation 
won the elections.

Till then, the country 
will be on tenterhook and 
distrust will have a field day. 
Meaning if a big number of 
complaints are registered by 
2nd, and 3rd ranked candi­
dates, the results decimation 
process will be derailed. And 
even after the engineers haye 
checked the burnt memory,. 
doubts will remain as to 
whether Modi won or Rahul 
Gandhi lost. The credibility 
of the results, will be in tat­
ters. AH hypothetical, of 
course, but cannot be ruled 
out. Casting doubts on the 
EVM is not the only way to 
hijack the election process. 
Justices Dipankar Datta 
and Sanjiv Khanna have 
provided another means to 
question election results and 
persist with it.

If all the ‘370’ sesits that 
Modi’s party BJP wins is 
disputed, the legitimacy 
of Modi’s victory can be

verification. Against giving 
W PAT slips to voters. "We 
have rejected all of them, 
after referring to the protocol 
in place, technical aspects 
and data which is on record," 
Justice Khanna said.

Justice Dipankar Datta 
concurred with his fellow 
Justice-in-arms. Earlier, the 
bench had reserved an order 
stating, "we cannot control 
the Lok Sabha election..." 
Where do things stand now? 
The bench ordered that the 
Symbol Loading Unit should 
be stored at least for a period 
of 45 days after the results 
are declared for complaints 
to be lodged.

On receiving a written 
complaint, the burnt memory 
in the microcontroller EVM 
will be scrutinized by com­
pany engineers if 2nd and 3rd 
ranked candidates demand 
this within 7 days ofthe dec­
laration of results. It should 
be a written request, which 
shouldn’t pose a problem.

But problems will surface 
if losing candidates flood the 
Election Commission with 
complaints galore. When, if 
the BJP wins 370 seats, and 
370 2nd ranking candidates, 
•bolstered by 370 3rd ranking 
candidates, file individual 
complaints each and de­
mand that the “culprit EVM” 
be checked and declared 
“clean”?

The process will involve 
checking the burnt memory 
semicontroller in 5 percent 
ofthe EVMs. That is, the 
Control Unit, Ballot Unit, 
and the WPAT per assembly 
constituency per parliamen­
tary constituency, shall have 
to be checked and verified 
by engineers from the EVM 
manufacturing company.

Can this lead to delays 
in Lok Sabha and govern­
ment formation? What if 
checking reveals numerous 
cases of EVM tampering?

questioned. All it requires is 
for a bunch of “candidates 2 
and 3" to lodge complaints 
against dubious EVMs and 
demand they be checked by 
company engineers.

Tliey can, if  they want, 
ride roughshod over election 
results and Justices Khanna 
said Datta would be mute 
spectators. Expenses for 
verification, which have to 
be borne by the complaining 
candidate, would hardly be 
a deterrent as politicians are 
usually all well-off people.

Even erstwhile ‘Chaiwa- 
la’, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, is a ‘crorepati’ many 
times over, a rags-to-riches 
story nobody hardly talks 
about; his wardrobe itself 
costing a King’s ransom. So 
funds will not be an excuse 
for not lodging complaints. 
And if  checking reveals 
EVM tampering, the process 
worked.

So, once the symbol load­
ing process in the EVM 
is completed, the Symbol 
loading units will be sealed 
and stored in containers. 
Candidates and representa­
tives will sign on the sealed 
containers to be kept in 
store rooms with the EVMs 
at least for 45 days after 
the results are declared. In 
the meantime, 2nd and 3rd 
ranked candidates can have 
a go at the results declared if 
they or their parties want it.

The thing to note is if the 
Modi party BJP wins 370 
seats, opposition INDI-A1- 
liance will be able to lodge 
complaints and demand 
EVM checking, but, if INDI- 
Alliance wins 300 seats, 
Modi’s party BJP will not 
be able to lodge complaints 
without facing credibility 
problems because the BJP 
has been all along saying 
that EVMs are flawless and 
should be trusted with Mo­
di’s life. (IPA Service)
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Teachers in active politics
MEGHALAYA has a history of teachers from col­
leges and universities contesting elections, winning 
and then returning to teaching when they lose the 
next election. Debates on this issue are ongoing. 
If the goal of education is to build minds that are 
questioning and capable of critical thinking and 
asking the right questions, would having a teacher 
with an allegiance to a particular political party allow 
objective discussions in the classroom? Of course, 
schools, colleges, universities should discuss politics 
and students should be able to express their views 
fearlessly for or against any political party, based on 
their own understanding of what the party ideology 
is and what its vision for the state and the country is. 
But education must also keep itself above political 
conflicts and partisan views. When a teacher/profes­
sor is a member of political party, that precludes a 
free and frank discussion about the political party 
he/she belongs to and about other political parties. 
Students know better than to even begin a discussion 
on politics when they know their teacher is wedded 
to a particular ideology and will not entertain any 
dissenting views.

Education is a dynamic process which fosters 
human capabilities. It can- only flourish in an eco­
system that guarantees overall freedom to think, 
act and speak within the classroom and outside it, 
keeping in mind the rules and regulations that drive 
the institution. The socio-economic development 
of any country is strongly linked to education since 
education ensures optimal utilization of resources 
through development of the human capital. Educa­
tion is the ultimate liberator, empowering people to 
make personal, social and political choices.

The teacher is the most important resource in an 
education system and the main determinant of the 
quality and effectiveness of its results. The system 
should strive to attract qualified people to the profes­
sion and to provide them the best working conditions 
where institutional autonomy and academic freedom 
have fee play.

Ina2012ruling,the Bombay High Court observed 
that a government servant or person in employment 
in an educational institution cannot have any political 
association or connection as long as he is in service. 
They observed that if an employee was actively as­
sociated with a political organization, his political 
ideas may influence his teaching. Observing that a 
teacher’s role is to impart education to students in 
an impartial manner, the judges said the suspension 
order couldn’t be struck down by holding that the 
teacher was free to continue his political activities 
along with his teaching job. “So far as education is 
concerned, it should be kept away from politics and 
educational field should not be allowed to be pol­
luted in any manner by bringing in politics. There 
are some institutions, which are required to be kept 
away from politics and academic institution is one 
of such institutions,” Justices P B Majmudar and 
Justice P B Varale of the Nagpur bench of Bombay 
High Court observed while dismissing the petition 
seeking quashing ofthe suspension order. The Me­
ghalaya High Court thinks differently! The ruling of 
the Supreme Court on this matter is awaited!

Searching within, 
the eternal way

Letters to the E d ito r

From verdant 
to barren: 

Meghalaya’s 
environmental 

horror
Editor,
In Meghalaya, where the 

verdant hills once whispered 
country tales, the narrative is 
unfortunately changing into 
a terrifying environmental 
horror story. It’s a tale of 
how people, in their relent­
less pursuit of making quick 
money, hack away at the 
very bosom of the earth's 
crust. Senior journalist Pa­
tricia Mukhim in her article 
last Friday, “Environment: 
No one’s baby - Meghalaya 
stares at a bleak future,” aptly 
portrays not just neglect but 
also a deliberate “destruc­
tion” of Mother Nature. It 
is a grim reality that should 
deeply concern every citizen 
when climate change is rear­
ing its ugly head. Well, if we 
listen carefully, we might 
hear the hills around quietly 
weeping under the assault of 
chainsaws, bulldozers, and 
fearsome detonators.

Look at how those tall and 
lush green (pine) trees that 
once covered Meghalaya’s 
landscapes are nearly gone 
Places where trees stood 
just a year ago are being 
chopped down to make way 
for new quames. Stone and 
sand mining has become a 
godsend opportunity. Count­
less trucks of stone and sand

have been extracted, with the 
buyers not from the home 
state but from Bangladesh. 
It's like the “transplantation” 

, of a vital organ, where the 
recipient is a foreign land! 
Thus, whether we agree or 
not, we are making our state 
weaker and paler.

As if  tearing the earth 
open wasn't enough, the 
state's rivers, streams, and 
drains are treated like dump­
sters—nauseating eyesores. 
The water bodies, once clear 
and pristine, are now choked 
with everything from plastic 
bottles and sacks to old, 
unwanted furniture and bro­
ken appliances and all nasty 
things. It’s as if the urban 
residents have adopted a new 
mantra: "If itfloats, itships." 
But where to? Does it not 
result in the accumulation of 
debris in the ailing Umiam 
Lake? Are we not aware 
that the lake that illuminates 
Shillong City can also push 
us into the darkness of de­
spondency?

With the environment 
being treated as if it were no­
body's child, as highlighted 
by Patricia Mukhim, the 
state is likely facing an ex­
tremely dark future. Hardly 
any leaders spoke about 
protecting the environment 
in their election campaigns, 
a serious concern in itself. 
Nor did the electorate bother 
at all. How insensitive it is 
that we simply undermine 
the sustained efforts made 
by the members of OCU 
to clean up mountains of 
garbage on the riverbanks?

No Beginning No End
The “Indus Valley Civili­

sation” is the oldest civilisa­
tion known to have existed in 
our subcontinent. Infact, it is 
one of the oldest in the world. 
Its antiquity is confirmed 
based on scientific studies 
of the ruins and various 
artefacts discovered. Archae­
ologists date it to C 3000BC 
- 1700BC. This civilisation 
mysteriously disappeared 
and there is ongoing research 
to ascertain the cause, but 
despite several theories noth­
ing is conclusive as yet. A 
great flood or climatic event 
is widey believed to be the 
cause of its obliteration. 
After a period of around 
200 years a new age began 
slightly north of the ruins of 
Harappa, which can be re­
ferred to as the “Vedic Age” 
dated to 1500BC - 600BC. 
This was a period in which 
a people, incorrectly called 
the “Aryans” are said to have 
brought the Sanskrit lan­
guage and sacred beliefs with 
them from the land below 
the Caspian Sea. This theory 
was mostly propounded, by 
western scholars in the last 
century and continues to be 
used conveniently by sinister 
minds looking to cripple 
the Soul of India, despite 
the universal acceptance by 
scholars today that there was 
never really a distinct people 
or a pure ethnic group that 
could be called “Aryan”. 
In fact, there is no mention 
of the word ‘Aryan’ in the 
10,000 plus verses of the 
sacred hymns known as the 
Vedas, which were preserved 
by oral tradition for over a 
thousand years. The word 
used is: ‘Arya’. There is 
also not a single mention or 
suggestion in the scriptures 
that the people came from 
somewhere else.

Over the last hundred 
years there have been sev­
eral theories propounded 
by scholars from across the 
world and the country on 
the beginnings of India’s 
ancient past, particularly on 
the origin of the people who 
composed the Vedas. There 
are Four Vedas and they are 
universally acknowledged 
as being the sacred source 
of several aspects of what 
is today called “Hinduism”. 
The early theories, put forth 
by European scholars, such 
as Max Muller claimed the 
hymns and religious texts 
were written by people who 
inhabited the south of the 
Caspian, who migrated both 
westward and eastward, 
building their case based 
on the similarities found be­
tween Sanskrit and European 
languages such as Greek and 
Latin. There is no denying

To their sheer disappoint­
ment, just days later, the 
same mountains of garbage 
reaccumulated to greet them. 
Frankly speaking, it seems 
not only the public but even 
the government administra­
tion is betraying these dedi­
cated members by offering 
only lip service.

Incidentally, when we 
step out of our homes these 
days, almost every person 
we meet says, "Shillong has 
become Guwahati," mean­
ing it’s scorchingly hot in 
Shillong as in Guwahati. 
However, the sad part is that 
hardly anyone acknowledges 
or tries to find out the reasons' 
that Ms. Patricia has detailed 
in the article. I believe it's 
time' for every individual to . 
pause and reflect on whether 
our day-to-day activities are 
contributing to the environ­
mental mess with the searing 
escalation in temperatures. 
If we are not serious and 
act now, the state's reputa­
tion for having a pleasant 
climate will become a tale 
of the past.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali,
, Shillong

Weather
update

inaccurate
Editor,
This is to bring to your 

kind attention that the 
weather update report in 
The Shillong Times E-paper

By Hammarsing L Kharhmar

that there perhaps is a com­
mon source, but where did 
that source originate from?

*‘lt is doubtful whether 
the term arya was ever used 
in an ethnic sense’ writes 
Romila Thapar, doyenne of 
ancient India’s historians. 
What she calls the ‘Aryan 
problem’, or myth, is now to 
be regarded as ‘perhaps the 
biggest red herring that was 
dragged across the path of 
India’s historians’.

It is clear now that the 
Arya referred to in the Vedas 
are a linguistic identity and 
not an ethnic one. There were 
several theories that claimed 
that there was an “Aryan 
Invasion”, however these 
too have been proven to be 
wrong and misleading. The 
‘Dasa’ or ‘Dasyu’ referred to 
in the texts could have been 
other tribes inhabiting the 
area or offshoots of people 
from the Harappan - Mohenj- 
odaro Civilisation. One thing 
has become certain: there 
was no pure race dominating 
over everyone; the society 
being formed was most defi­
nitely made up of different 
ethnicities. Archaeological 
studies show no traces of 
conquest and there is grow­
ing doubt as to whether there 
is no link at all, between the 
Indus Civilisation and what 
followed.

**The linga and the 
trisbula (trident) are both 
present, though rare so far, 
in Harappan culture. Fire 
altars and the worship of a 
mother-goddess have also 
been documented at some 
sites. The pipal tree (Ficus 
religiosa), one of the most 
sacred Indian trees, was re­
vered by Harappans. As early 
as in 1931, John Marshall, 
who directed excavations 
at Mohenjo-daro, could not 
help remark: “Taken as a 
whole, [the Harappan] reli­
gion is so characteristically 
Indian as hardly to be dis­
tinguished from still living' 
Hinduism.”

The Vedas are extreme­
ly detailed and vast, yet 
strangely, there is no mention 
of an epic journey from an 
open grassland area, through 
harsh mountain desert, down 
into lush green valleys and 
finally into the river plains 
fed by powerful monsoons. 
This fact was observed by 
Mountstuart Elphinstone 
who was a highly respected 
British scholar administrator 
in the 19th century. Some 
scholars refer to this as proof 
that there was no migra­
tion inward. It could be, or 
plerhaps a significant period 
of time had lapsed since the

on 29.04.2024 (Source- 
IMD, Shillong) shows the 
minimum temperature of 
Shillong, Sohra and Umiam 
as 2.6,3.5 and 4.1 respective­
ly (though not mentioned, it 
is assumed to be in °C, i.e. 
degrees Celsius). Given the 
current weather conditions, 
these figures appear to be 
quite different from actual 
figures. The weather Apps 
show the minimum tempera­
tures in Shillong at around 
20°C. This is for your kind 
information and clarification 
please.

Yours etc., 
Dr. Neelanjan Roy, 

Camp- Shillong

Editor replies: The daily 
weather updates are given 
to us by the India Meteoro­
logical Department, Meteo­
rological Centre, Shillong, 
Meghalaya. Since this news­
paper has no weather expert/ 
climatologist we have to rely 
on reports given to us by the 
IMD,

Heat wave?
Editor,
The news items in your 

paper dated April 27, 2024 
on the above topic surprised 
us as the temperature was 
21°C in the morning when 
we read it. The met office 
gave the temperature for 
Shillong as 26.1°C for April 
27 as we read today. Is this 
heat wave temperature one 
would like to ask? Heat wave 
temperatures for plain areas 
should be over 40°C and

time the Arya emerged and 
the period in which they 
began to compose the sacred 
texts; their journey no longer 
in their consciousness, or 
perhaps there was no journey 
at all. We can debate this till 
eternity. Our stances will be 
determined by the result we 
wish to choose.

However, what is undeni­
able and can no longer be 
contested is the fact that the 
sacred hymns were largely 
composed in the land known 
today as India amidst an 
infinite sea of diverse belief 
systems and forms of wor­
ship inseparable from the 
land, the rivers, the moun­
tains and the people who live 
in this country. One of the 
most famous lines from the 
Vedas is: “Ekam Sat Vipra 
Bahudha Vadanti " which 
translates as, “Truth is One, 
The sages call it by various 
names”. This encapsulates 
the essence of the beliefs 
that have blossomed from 
this land and it is precisely 
this foundation which will 
keep the diversity of India 
alive forever. The plurality of 
the land, we today call India, 
exists and thrives because of 
the resilience and dynamism 
of the various indigenous 
‘Ways of Life’ and ‘Systems 
of Belief.
Defining and Redefining 

Hinduism
Before moving further, 

let's first understand the 
origins and meaning of the 
word “Hindu”. The word 
Hindu was first used by the 
Greeks and Persians in the 6 
century BCE to refer to the 
people who lived east of the 
river Indus. It did not refer 
to a specific set of beliefs or 
any specific tribes. It simply 
meant all the people who 
lived beyond the river Indus. 
However, today when we say 
“Hindu” it implies someone 
who adheres to Hinduism or 
the Hindu religion. Hinduism 
is the third largest religion in 
the world. There are approxi­
mately 1.2 billion Hindus in 
the world, out of which 94% 
live in India.

But what exactly is the 
Hindu Religion? Can it be 
defined in a single sentence? 
Is it one set of beliefs de­
scribed in a single book or 
set of books or hyrrms? Is it 
the caste system? Is it owned 
by a single community? 
The answer is plain and 
simple: none of the above. 
It can be more accurately 
described as several Ways of 
Life and Systems of Belief 
and Thought, co-existing 
and contradicting each other, 
but none meant to supplant

oyer 30°C for hilly areas ac­
cording to the Met Offices.

Today the news item stat­
ed “Schools bypass Govt. 
Order with consent of par­
ents,” the school in question 
was “KC School” Were heat 
wave conditions prevalent in 
Shillong and at St Anthony’s 
Ground, where the school 
organized sporting events 
on April 27 when the sports 
were held? Your reporter has 
rightly stated that the order 
was an advisory. It was not 
a diktat to be carried out.. 
Besides, the parents' consent 
was secured.

The facts are: The sports 
were conducted between 
9.30 AM and 1 pm. A cool 
breeze was blowing across 
the ground which the specta­
tors experienced. The school 
in question was conducting 
sports, drills and march past 
practices for the past four 
weeks. Their school children 
and the children of the other 
participating schools were 
doing the same. Wouldn't 
the cancellation of the event, 
due to a Government order 
issued, without being in 
touch with reality, not cause 
disappointment and upset to 
children so involved? Heat 
wave effects are normally 
experienced after 12 noon 
and reach their peak around 
3 PM due to insolation.

Keeping the students’ 
welfare in mind, KC school 
had a room ready, with ORS 
and lemon water plus nurses 
to administer first aid and 
rush the affected, if any, to 
any of the nearby hospitals

the other. Many today are 
beginning to prefer the term 
“Sanatan Dharma”, which 
translates as the “Eternal 
Way”. As we look deeper and 
deeper into history and into 
ourselves we realise more 
and more that the country has 
survived endless onslaughts 
from external forces and 
also from within, primarily 
by those who do not under­
stand that the Soul of India 
is One, but it is made up of 
Billions. Identities are often 
lost or removed when their 
roots have been destroyed 
by the people themselves. I 
believe that India should not 
be defined by Hinduism as 
it is commonly understood 
today. India should redefine 
what Hinduism is. It should 
return to its pluralistic roots. 
The plurality that has shone 
through exchange and under­
standing.

Every community in our 
country has their own unique 
way to the Eternal and their 
own songs to the Universe. 
Each is a flower in the garden 
of Mother India: “Bharat 
Mata”. Our duty is.to nurture 
and grow from our founda­
tions, to strengthen each 
other; not to supplant or dis­
card the priceless intangible 
inheritance preserved by an­
cestors. More and more dis­
coveries are being made as 
we speak. In 1983, a 10,000 
BC Shakti shrine built by a 
group of Paleolithic hunter 
gatherers was discovered by 
a team of researchers in Bag- 
hor, Madhya Pradesh that 
further deepens and widens 
the world that we are trying 
to understand. Each piece is 
an integral part of the whole. 
The wisdom of each and ev­
ery community is the wisdom 
of India. The wisdom of the 
Khasis is the wisdom of In­
dia. It is a timeless wisdom, 
centered around understand­
ing of the Self, fellow Man 
and Divinity that forms the 
great spiritual ocean of our 
country. The sacred story 
of ‘U Hynniewtrep’ and 
‘Sohpetbneng’ is a prime 
example. It is not just a story, 
it is a window or a portal into 
a unique worldview that if 
you look deeply enough you 
will find it brings the . great­
est intangible ever: Peace 
within, in Truth.
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should an emergency occur. 
What more could one ask 
for? To read the stated head­
line about “Schools bypass 
Govt. Order” is unfair and 
unjust to the school and its 
young Principal, along with 
his teachers, who spares no 
effort or pain to give his 
best. The same headline 
implies scant disregard for 
Government guidelines and 
students’ welfare.

It would be good if the 
Government and concerned 
Department carry out a real­
ity check and consult school 
authorities before issuing 
such advisories or orders. 
Your reporters should try 
and verify facts about how 
the sports are conducted and 
also ask the other Principals 
who sent" their pupils to 
participate. Would the con­
cerned school Principals ex­
pose their pupils to possible 
heat strokes if they felt the 
weather was unsuitable?

Why target only KC 
school when an institute 
nearby organized a football 
tournament from 9 AM till 
6 PM without any provi­
sion for medical aid or side 
effects of a supposed heat 
wave? We also learnt that 
there was a football match at 
Polo grounds in which school 
students participated.

Yours etc., 
Br. Tom Pinto, 

Via email

Large gold imports are a reason 
behind Rupee depreciation

India’s rich have little 
trust in the future of 

local currency
By Nantoo Banerjee

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Between 2014 and 2023, 
India’s gold imports had gone 
up from 638 tonnes to 780.7 
tonnes. The gold price in the 
country calculated on the 
basis of24 karat per 10 grams 
went up, respectively, from 
Rs.28,000 to Rs73,750 during 
this period. The exchange val­
ue of Indian Rupee dropped 
from Rs.59.9Q in May 2014 
to a US$ to Rs.83.32 in April, 
2024. Since long, India has 
been the world’s second larg­
est gold importer. India’s rich 
have always gone for gold 
to substantially protect their 
wealth. The high demand for 
gold is linked with the low 
demand for Rupee amonjg the 
sich. Rich Indians hold mas­
sive surplus wealth in Rupee. 
The country’s top one percent 
population holds 40 percent 
of its wealth. Like any Other 
asset, the value of a currency 
is determined by its demand

taken more often under politi­
cal pressure mainly to appease 
local big business houses than 
for economic justification. It 
is another rrtatter that bigtime 
fund borrowers from govern­
ment-controlled banks are 
also bigtime debt offenders. 
The government refuses to 
learn. It rarely seeks to offend 
bigtime gold importers and 
the Mumbai-based Bullion 
Merchants’Assoeiation which 
is known to enjoy an excellent 
rapport with the World Gold 
Council.

The country has also failed 
to create enough employment 
to strengthen its economy. 
Low unemployment is an 
important indicator of a strong- 
economy which increases 
demand for a country’s cur­
rency. ‘Higher unemploy­
ment is reflective of a weaker 
economy. While interest rates 
are among the most important

and supply. India’s rich are 
flush with Rupee funds. For 
them, gold is a much more 
desirable asset than the paper 
currency.

Investments in stocks and 
real estates have been among 
other popular ways to. protect 
the massive Rupee earnings 
of the country’s rich. This 
explains why die demand for 
gold has always outstripped 
the derrfand for Rupee. Ironi­
cally, India remains as one of 
the world’s poorest countries 
in terms of per capita in­
come. According to the IMF 
World Economic Outlook, 
GDP (nominal) per capita of 
India in 2024 is projected at 
US$2,848 at current prices, 
placing India at 143rd posi­
tion out of 195 global econo­
mies. The income share Of 
the country’s top one percent 
ranks among the highest in 
the world, only behind a few 
small countries such as Peru 
and Yemen.

The factors that normally 
affect the value of a national 
currency are: demand for 
the currency and its supply; 
interest rates; economic per­
formance; inflationary trend; 
GDP growth; unemployment 
rate; national debt; and po­
litical stability. As mentioned 
earlier, the demand for Indian 
Rupee (INR) is low among 
the rich, the single largest _ 
controller of the country’s 
wealth including INR stocks. 
The supply of INR far exceeds 
its derfiand among the rich. 
INR is in demand among the 
poor and there is no supply 
shortage.

The interest rates are an 
issue. They are important 
determinants of exchange 
rates. A currency value rises 
when interest rates are high 
as investors always look for 
best rates to earn higher re­
turn. For many years, interest 
rates in India have stayed 
even lower than the inflation 
rates. The country’s import- 
led economic performance is 
hardly impressive despite its 
rising GDP. The import cost 
of gold and diamonds, mostly 
for personal use, is the second 
highest after petroleum. This 
is simply ridiculous for a gen­
erally poor country like India. 
And, the go vernment seems to 
be afraid of offending the rich 
and the upper middle class by 
curtailing the gold import.

The price inflation has 
also not been under control 
as the decision for interest rate 
fixation to contain inflation is

determinants of exchange 
rates, nations with large public 
debts are also less attractive 
to overseas investors. Higjher 
interest rates attract higher 

. foreign capital inflow raising 
the demand and value of a 
currency. Large public debts 
often result in inflation.

Given the country’s overall 
economic scenario which 
has not changed much over 
the years despite the govern­
ment’s tall public claims, 
India’s Rupee-flush rich have 
gone for the easy option of 
converting their surplus cash 
wealth into gold. The price of 
gold does not seem to matter 
much to them. OnApril20,10 
grams of 24k gold (99.9 per­
cent) reached Rs.74,870. The 
continuously large investment 
in gold has been further bring­
ing down the value of INR. 
Driven by robust demand, 
gold imports to India surged 
26.7 percent to $35.95 billion 
during April-December, last 
year, compared to the same 
period in the previous year. 
In December alone, imports 
of the precious yellow metal 
skyrocketed by 156.5 percent 
to $3 billion. Switzerland 
remains the largest source 
of gold imports, accounting 
for around 41 percent share, 
followed by the United Arab 
Emirates, South Africa, Peru 
and Ghana.

Interestingly, gold imports 
in India went up substantially 
with the expansion of the 
circulation of Rupee in the 
last 10 years under the present 
government. Gold imports 
stood at 638 metric tonnes in 
2013-14. Last year, the yel­
low metal imports touched 
800 tonnes. In the last five 
years, the gold demand was 
held between the range of 700 
and 800 tonnes. According to 
PR. Somasundaram, chief 
executive officer of the World 
Gold Council’s Indian opera­
tions, the demand is expected 
to rise between 800 and 900 
tonnes, this year. This may 
not be good news in so far as 
the exchange value of INR is 
concerned. The exchange rate 
touched Rs.83.355 for a US$ 
on April 27. Depending on 
the result of the current par­
liamentary election, the price 
of gold may shoot up further 
during the current year and 
INR may lose its exchange 
value close to Rs.95 before 
the end of2024. A 6.8 percent 
GDP growth projection for 
India during 2024-25 by the 
IMF alone will not be able to 
halt INR’s downhill journey. 
(IPA Service)


