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. The re-integration of Bharatiya Vidya, which 18 the
primary object of Bharatiya Shiksha, can only be attained through
a study of forces, movements, motives, iddas, forms and art of
creative life-energy through which it has expressed itself in different
ages as a single continuous process.

6. Bharatiya Shiksha must stimulate the student’s power of
expression, both written and oral, at every stage in accordance with
the highest ideals attained by the great literary masters in the
: intelle’clugl and moral spheres. ’

7. The technique of Bharatiya Shiksha must involve—

, (a) the ‘adoption by the teacher of the Guru attitude

which consists in taking a personal interest in the
student; inspiring and encouraging him to achieve
distinction in his studies; entering into his life with
a view to form ideals and remove psychological
obstacles; and creating in him a spirit of consecration;
and _ »

{b) the adoption by the student of the Shishya. attitude
by the development of—

(i) respect for the teacher,
(ii) a spirit of inquiry,

(iii} a spirit of service towards the teacher, the
institution, Bharat and Bharatiya Vidya.

8. The ultignate -aim of Bharatiya Shiksha is to teach the
younger genecration to appreciate and live up to the permancnt
values of Bharatiya Vidya which flowing from the supreme an
of creative® life-energy as represented by Shri Ramachandra,
Shri Krishna, Vyasa, Buddha and Mahavira have expressed
themselves in modern times in the lifc of Shri Ramakrishra
Paramahamsa, Swami Dayananda Saraswati, and Swami
Vivekananda, Shri Aurobindo and Mahatma Gandhi.

L

9. Bharatiya Shiksha while cquipping the student with every
kind of scientific and technical training must teach the student, not
to sacrifice an ancicnt form or attitude to an unreasoning passion
for change; not to retain a form or attitude which in the light, of
modern times can be replaced by another form or attitude which is
a truer and more effective expression of the spirit of Bharatiya
Vidya; and to capture the spiril, afresh for each generation to
present it to the world .
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. Let noble thoughts come to us from every side
—Rigveda, I-89-j
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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE

The Bhavan’s Book Un1versxty volumes
had rare success. About a million and a
quarter volumes have been sold in about
eleven years. However, there is an insistent
demand for the stray volumes which the
Bhavan has issued from time to time at a
lower price. In order to meet thls demand, it
has been decided to issue the new One-Rupee
Book University Series side by side with the-
Book University Series.

I hope this new One-Rupee Series will
have the same good fortune which the other
Series had, of being useful to those who are
interested in the fundamental values of Indian
Culture, and of reaching out to a w1der
audience.

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,

Chowpatty Road, Bombay*7.

Vijaya Dashami }

September 28, 1963 K. M. MuNnsH1 .
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PREFACE

Sri Gurudeva’s ‘Pathway to God’ con-
sists of the following five stages:

1. Incentives to Spiritual Life.

2. Necessity of Moral Preparation.

3. The Relation of God to Saints.

4. The Beginnings of the Pilgrimage.. |

5. . The Highest Ascent.
- The rationale of these stages, as given by
Sri Gurudev, have been pointed out in

the first Chapter of this book. A few general -

features of these stages haves been given
below: : )

The first stage of this Pathway reveals
the causes that lead the seeker to spiritual life,
brings about a change in the values and likes
and thus contributes to his emotional prepa-
ration. The second, requires the elimination
of his vices angd the development of his vir-
tues, and thus by the gradual transformation
in his qualities, tries to accomplish his moral
preparation. The third stage describes the un-
limited power, splendour, and grace of the
Lord and thg complete self-surrender of the
Saints to Him, together with the glory and
bliss received by them from the Lord. Tt gives
the seeker a full glimpse of the ideal he is to
reach and thus contributes to his intellectual
preparation. The fourth gives an idea of the
actual pilgrimage. I describes the Master, his
method of initiation, the Divine Name, its cop-
stant meditation and the like and helps to
bring about his intuitional preparation. The



-rso,

fifth and the last describes the nature of God-
realisation and the bliss arisinig therefrom, as
well as the effects produced by them on the
lives of the seekers and the society. ‘

But we must remember that these five
stages - merely depict the five aspects of spiri-
tual life. They are not water-tight compart-
ments coming one after another or standing
one above the other. There is a fine harmo-
nious intermingling and inter-dependence
among them. In the course of their ‘gradual
evolution, each helps the other and is being
helped by the other. Thus they go on evolvmc
and reach perfection only after mingling and
losing themseives in the Eternal Perfection viz.
God-head.

This Gospel of God-realisation proposes
to present some prominent features of the
Pathway in the words of Sri Gurudev himself.
Those who intend to have a fuller idea about
it might refer to the present writer’s recent
publication entitled ‘Dr. Ranade’s Life of
Light”—Chapters X and XI.

Finally, I must express my sincere thanks
to Dr. K. M. Munshi for enabling me to pre-
pare this book and publishing it in his New
Series. I must also express my indebtedness to
Rev. Smt. Sitabai—Kakusaheb—Ranade as
wellkas to all the publishers of Sri Gurudeva’s
books.

Shantikunja
Vikrampur Extension, Athani

15th August 1963, c M. S. DESHPANDE
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CHAPTER 1
PRELUDE
(Spiritual Life)
. (1) The Problem of God

The problem of finding the universal in the
midst of particulars, the unchanging in the midst
of change, has attracted the attention of every
man of vision, whether he be Philosopher or
Prince. Plato and Sankaracharya among Philo-
sophers, Asoka and Akbar among Princes are
illustrations of the way in which this universal
vision has been sought. Plato is known for
nothing so much as for his synoptic vision of the
universal among the particulars. Sankaracharya
spent a lifetime in seeking to know that by know-
ing which everything else comes to be known.
ASOk"l in one of his Rock-Edicts, forbade the
decrying of ofher people’s faiths,——for in that
way he said one was doing disservice to one’s own
faith,—and he taught the virtue of concourse
(Samavaya). Akbar sought after the universal
vision by summoning a Council of Rellglon for
perchance, in that way, he thought that ‘that lock
whose key had been lost might be opened.” There
is a far cry from the days of Plato and Sankara-
charya, or of Asoka and. Akbar to the present
day. Knowledge has taken immense strides with
the growth of time. Scientific inventions have
enormously enriched the patrimony of mun. The
old order has changed,-and a new one hag taken
its place. Nevertheless, the goal of human life as



CHAPTER II
INCENTIVES TO SPIRITUAL LIFE
(Emotional Conversion)

(1) Evanescence of all Existence

We do not know what accidents may befall
us. As birds fly away in various directions, so our
wealth ahd wife and sons will fly away from us.
...As soon as the body falis, the Self may mig-
rate to a worst existence, for example, that of a
hog- or a pig...In thy previoug existence, thou
hast suffered immense pain, and it is only by
exceeding fortune thou hast been relieved there-
from...One’s mother is of no avail, one’s father
is of no avail, one’s sister and brother are of no
avail, one’s friends and wife and sons are of no
avail. All these follow thee, only if they derive
happiness from thee...Thou bearest their burden
in vain for the whole of thy life, and they will
ultimately abandon thee...If thou wert to die
at this moment, thou shalt fall off from God as
thou art centred in egoism. Thousands of mothers
and fathers and sons and daughters thou hast
had in the former births...Thou followest after
mean people for filling thy belly, and thou flat-
terest them and praisest them. ' Thou sellest thy
body to him who gives food to thee. But thou
forgettest God who has given thee birth. . .Sinful
and mean are those who follow sensual-enjoy-
ment, leaving God...He who wishes to have
eternal happiness should follow God, Itaving

5



CHAPTER 1II
MORAL PREPARATION
(Cultivation of Virtues)
(1) Morality and Mysticism

The problem of the relation of metaphysics
and morality has been a much-debated problem
from very ancient times; nor is the problem of the
relation of morality and mysticism in any way a
less important problem. For, just as it is very
hard to decide as to which of the.two—metaphysics
and morality—should receive the primacy in the
discussion of the development of man’s conscious-
ness as a whole, similarly, it is equally hard to
decide which of the two—morality and mysticism
—plays a more important part in that develop-
ment. If we take into account, however, the in-
tegrity of the man’s consciousness as a whole, it
would seem absolutely impossible, in the interest
of the highest development of which man’s con-
sciousness is capable, to sunder the intellectual
from the moral, as the moral, from the mystical
element. Intelligence without the moral back-
bone might only degenerate into the cleverest
forms of chicanery, and a mystic without morality,
if such a one were possible, might only be a
hideous creature who is a blot on the spiritual
evolution of man. And, again, just as morality,
to be ratiocinative, must be firmly linked to the
intellect, similarly for its consummation, it must .
end in the mystical attitude, which alone is the

11



CHAPTER IV
GOD AND SAINTS -
(Intellectual Conviction)

(1) God is Omnipresent and Omnipotent

Is it not wonderful that people should keep
repeating that there is no God, when God has
filled this world in and out? Is it not their mis-
fortune that makes them say that God is not?
That one should fall in a well of nectar and yet
try to rid himself out of it: what can we say
about such a manoexcept that he is unfortunate?
The blind man is moving from place to place for
a single morsel of food, and yet he is kicking
aside with his foot the wish-jewel that has happen-
ed to come in his way, simply because in his
blindness he cannot see it. If these people were
just to open their eyes a little, and look at Nature
they would soon find themselves ‘convinced about
God’s existence. Do they not see Omnipotence
everywhere? And must it not convince them
about God’s existence? “That the sky can. en-
velope everything, or the wind move ceaselessly on,
or that the fire should burn, or that rain should
quench the ground; that the mountains should
not move from their places; that the ocean should
not over-reach its bounds; that the earth should
bear the burden of all creatures that are on.its
surface: is not all this due tc My (God’s) order?
The Sun moves, when I make him move; the
Prana inhales and exhales, only when I communi-

18



CHAPTER V
THE BEGINNINGS OF PILGRIMAGE
(Intuitional Awakening)

(1) |, Necessity of a Spiritual Teacher

When the equipment in moral virtues is...
being perfected, the next step in the path of ‘self-
realisation is initiation by a worthy Spiritual
Teacher. Time and oft the Ubpanisads insisted
upon the necessity of initiation by a Guru....Un-
less one be initiated by a Guru {n the path of Self-
realisation, one cannot attain the goal of mystic
life. ..And unless the initiation comes from a
Spiritual Teacher who has realised his identity
with the Self, there can be no knowledge of the
subtle path which transcends all power of logic
and argumentation. Hence “Arise” says the
Kathopanisad,. . ,“Awake, and learn from those
who are better than ye; for the path of realisation
is as hard to tread as the edge of a razor. Very
" wisely have the sages called it an inaccessible
path.” This passage makes it clear that the know-
ledge of Self could not be attained by an indivi-
dual striving for himself on his own behalf; for,
the knowledge is so subtle and mystic that no-
body could by his individual effort ever hope to
attain it. Secondly,...it is necessary that the
Teather. ..must have realised his identity with
the ultimate Self. Fbr, unless he stands on the
lofty pedestal of unitive experience, the know-
ledge which he can impart can never be expected

25



CHAPTER VI
THE HIGHEST ASCENT
(Spiritual Realisation)

(1) Nature and Criteria of Mysticism

Mysticism denotes that attitude of mind
which involves a direct, immediate, intuitive appre-
hension of God. It signifies the highest attitude of
which man is capable, namely, a beatific contem-
plation of God, and its dissemination in Society
and World. The surest criterion,of Mysticism is
the reality of the experience as enjoyed by the mys-
tic himself. It is known only to him and his Maker.
. Before it there is no appeal; for it there is no crite-
rion. It is this personal-divine aspect of a mystic’s
spiritual realisation which stamps it with a peculiar
halo and worth. It is in this sense that mystical
experience has been regarded as ineffable. It has
been véry often upposed that, for mystical experi-
ence, no separate faculty like intuition need be
requisitioned, but that that intellect, feeling, and will
might suffice to enable us to have a full experience
of God. Now it is a matter of common knowledge
that even for heights to be reached in artistic,
scientific, or poetic activity, a certain amount of
direct, immediate, intuitive contact with Reality is
required. Far more is this the case in the matter of
mystical experience. Intuition, far from contradict-
ing intelligence, feeling, or will, does penetrate and
lie at the back of them .all. Intuition would not
deny to Mysticism a title to philosophy if intellect

35
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CHAPTER VII
EPILOGUE
(Spiritual Communism)

‘(1) Saints are Messengers of God

“Peopl@ do not see,” says Tukaram, that “God
is speaking through me. I am made to speak words
of realisation by God Himself. Unbelieving and
unintelligent men cannot know this. These un-
heard of gracious words are the gifts of God....
As for myself, I speak only as I am taught by my
master. I do‘not speak my words? My words are -
of my gracious Lord. The parrot speaks as it is
taught by its4naster. What can an insignificant
‘man like myself say, unless he is made to speak
by the all-supporting Lord? Who can know His
ways? He can make a lame man walk without
feet...My words are surely mixed with divinity.
I do not grope inethe darkness. I go on sowing in
faith. The treasure belongs to my Lord. What
room is there for egoism here? I go on awakening
people to their duty. My speech is like rain, univer-
sal in nature. ..

“I have come to illumine the ways, and to dis-
tinguish the true from the false. God makes me
speak, being always in my company. By the power
of the Lord, I have no fear in my heart.. ..To ad-
vange religion and to destroy atheism is my busi-
ness now...I take pojnted answers in my han_ds,
and send them like arrows. I have no consideration
of great and small...I have girded up my loins,

45



BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN

CONSTITUENT INSTITUTIONS

MUMBADEVI SANSKRIT MAHAV]DYALAYA

< An Oriental College teaching Sanskrit and Shastras by traditional methods

for Shastri and Acharya (recognised as equivalent to B.A. & MLA, respemvelv) and
for Vachaspati (research).

SARAL SANSKRIT PARIKSHA VIBHAG

Department of Easy Sanskrit Examinations for Prarambh Pravesh, Parichay and
Kovid Examinations.

UCHHATAR SANSKRIT PARIKSHA VIBHAG

Department of Higher Sanskrit Examinations for Praveshika, Purva Madhy..m.l.
Uttara Madhyama, Shastri, Acharya and Vachaspati Examimations.

GiTA VIDYALAYA .
An Academy for the study of Indian Culture with special reference to the Bhagavad
Gita.

MuUNGALAL. GOENKA SAMSHODHAN MANDIR )

A Post-graduate and Rescarch Institute recognised by the Unncrsny of Bombay
coaching students for the degrees of M.A. and Ph.D.

BHARATIYA ITIHASA VIBHAG

One of the major schemes of the Bhavan is the publication of the HISTORY AND
CULTURE OF THE LND:AQI PEOPLE in 10 volumes. So far scven volumces
have been published viz.,, (1) The Vedic Azc (2) The Age of Imperial Unity
(3) Classical Age (4) The Age of Imperial Kanauj (5) The Struggle for Empire
(6) The Dethi Sultanate and (7) British Paramountcy and Indian Renaissance.
‘The remaining volumes will follow at an interval of 8-10 months. This is considerad
to be the first successful attempt at re-writing the History of India by her own
sons on a very exhaustive basis.

MuUNSIE SARASWATS MANDIR

An Institute of Culture with a Library consasung of over 65,000 volumes inciuding
many lndo!ogml \olumes, Muscum copsisting of old nnd valuable palm leat
manuscripts, coins, paintings etc.

VALLABHJI RAMJI BALPUSTAKALAYA
A Library for. Children with facilitics for muoor gamc\, educational films <tc.

BHArATIYA KaLA KENDRA

The Kala Kendra is devoted to the development of Drama. Dance and Music,
The Kala Kendra produces dramas and dance ballets in English as well as in
Hindi, Guijarati and Maral}u to encourage amateur talents. An Inter-Collegiate
Dramatic competition, in several languages, is alio_sponsored by it cvery year for
the same purpose. Idea) facilities for these acnvmcx are provxd"d in the Bhavan's
auditerium—the Kanji Khetsey Sabhagriha,

BIARATIYA SANGIT SHIKSHATITH

An Academy of Indian Classical Music, affiliated to the Bhatkhande Sangit Vidya.
pith, Lucknow, which is recognised by the Central Government for courses lkad-
ing to the Bachelor of Music Degree.

BHARATIVA INARTAN SHIKSHAPITH

An Academy of Dance for teaching the four systems of Indian dammg. viz.,
Mapipuni, Kathak, Kathakali and Bharata Nityam.

Book UNIVERSITY

Publishes books, ancient and modem, at low price (Rs. 2.50 each) to make available
the best mcraturc and classics of India and the world 1o the common man in an
casily understandable form.  So far 115 titles have been published and over
10,00,000 copics have in all been sold. Some of the books have also been pub-
lished in Hindi, Marathi, Benzali and Tamil, A new onc-rupee Scrics has alse
hecn stasted.



PRAKASHAN MANDIR : - .

Apart from our HISTORY and BOOK UNIVERSITY SERIES, this department

also publishes the results of the research and other activitics of the various Mandirs

of the Bhavan and books of cultural value. Its publications include: :

Bharatiya Vidya Series: Critical editions cf texts, translations and original works

of research in Indology—in Sanskrit and English. Published volumes 22,

Singhi Jain Series: Critical editions of ancient works and manuscripts connected
- with Jain religion and' literature. Published volumes 52,

The Glory that was Gurjaradesas A comprehensive study of Gujarat in 7

volumes. Published volumes 2. :

Munshi Sahitya: Social novels, historical plays, biographical works of Munshiji

and Smt. Lilavati Munshi in Gujarati and English, the copyright whereof has been

kindly gifted by them to the Bhavan. Published volumes 80.

JOURNALS .

Bharatiya Vidya:  An Indological rescarch quarterly in English started in 1943.

Published volumes 22, : )

Bhavan’s Journal: An English Fortnightly devoted to life, literature and culture

started in August 1954, Present circulation 50,000 copies. Annual Subscription

Rs. 6.50.

Bharati: A Hindi Foftnightly started in August 1956. Annua} Subscription Rs, 6.50.

Samarpan: A Gujarati Fortnightly started in November 1959. Annual Subscrip-

tion Rs. 6.50. b - . .
) -

DEPARTMENT OF PRINTING -
Bhavan’s press where all its publications ang periodicals are printed and where
practical training in printing is given to the students of the Bhavan's College of
Jgurnalism, Advertising and Printing. .

COLLEGE OF JOURNALISM, ADVERTISING & PRINTING _
An lnsmuhop for providing systematic instruction in Joumalism, Advertising,
Sales Promotion, Public Relations and Printing.

M. M. ColLeGE OF ARTS & N. M. INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE

The College was opened by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in June 1946, It is affiliated
to the Bombay University {pr courses of studies lcading to B.A., B.Sc., M.A.,
M.Sc., and Ph.D. degrees. ;

BHAVAN'S COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE, DAKOR |

The College was opened by Dr. Jivraj Mechta, Chief Minister, Gujarat, in June
1962. It is affiliated to the Gujarat University for courses of studics leading to
B.A. & B.Sc. degrees.

SArDAR PATEL COLLEGE OF ENG:NEER:NG

The College was -opened in June 1962 for courses of studics Icading to B.E. (Civil,
Mechanical and Electrical) degree. It is affiliated to the Bombay ‘University,
BuAvAN'S ScHooL, NEw DELHI ’

The School coaches. students for the Cambridge School Leaving Examination, the
medium of. instruction being English. Sanskrit and Hindi are compulsory sub-
jects. Music, Indian dancing and painting are also taught to the students.
BHAVANSS AcApEMY OF LANGUAGES, NEw DELHI AND BoMBAY -
The _Acadcmy teaches feur foreign Janguages, viz.,, German, Russian, French and
Spanish. :
MUNGALAL. GOENKA SANSKRIT TRUST

The income from this Trust goes. to support the Post-graduate and Research
Department of the Bhavan,

ASSOCIATED BODIES

» gin§l‘(ﬁl Vishva Parishad, Bharatiya Stree Seva Sangh, Bombay Astrological
ocicty. .
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 “ReR. D. RANADE
(1886 to 1957 A.D.)

More popularly known among his close followers and disciples
as Gurudev (Revered Preceptor), Dr. R. D. Ranade was born in
Jamkhandi in Karnataka. He took his Master of Arts degree with
distinction from the Bombay University. Even from his student
days, he was of a spiritual bent of mind.

As a Professor of Philosophy in the Fergusson College, Poona,
and then as Head of the Department of Philosophy in the Allahabad
University, and later as its Vice-Chancellor, his' record has been
a very distinguished one both in the academic and the administrative
fields.

His founding the Adhyatma Vidyapeetha at Nimbal and his
authorship of very profound books on Philosophy and Mysticism
were the outcome of his constant endeavour to know and live in
Truth. His first significant book was ‘The Creative Period of Indian
Philosophy’ which he wrote in collaboration with Dr. Belvalkar.
Then followed the remarkable volume, ‘A Constructive Survey of
Upanishadic Philosophy.” His studies in Marathi, Hindi and Kannada
Mysticism are masterpieces of deep scholarship and popular pre-
sentation. A new edition of his book on the Bhagavad Gita has been
recently published by Bharatiya Vidya Bhawn in its General Serics.

He passed away in 1957 leaving behind a great reputation as
a profound scholar and philosopher, as a reputed author and as
a mystic of rare religious eminence.
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