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ABSTRACY

THE NATIONALIEY MOVEMENTY IN THE CACHAR VALLEY

{ 9987 « 9047 )

The title of the project is "The Nationaliet
flovement in the Caghay Valley® ( 1857-1947 J. It is en
cttempt to discuse the politicel movements in Cechar, Hailae
kendi snd Kerimgsnj districts of the Caghar Valley region
of fssam in the perspective of cverall national peliticsl
scene. The work is the gontinuation of the dissertation
entitled "The Csghar Valley ODuring the PMutiny® for whigh 1
wees swerdod the M, Phil Oegree of North-Esstorn Hill Univer-
sity in 1986,

Though it ies genegslly belisved thet the Sepoy
Mutiny did not have eny direet bearing on the subsequent
political developmente of Cacher Vslley, we have some reasons
for ineluding the Mutiny as the starting point of our dic~
cussion, Firet, there are recorde to shou that the rebel sepoys
urged upon Indien Sepoyes of the British side to jein them and
while doing so the rebels sought to hammer on the nationel iet
emotion of the latter. Thue the incident may be pegerded se
firet proncuncgement of nationalist feecling in the soil of the
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Caghey Velley. Secondly, the rebele fought 2 series of bettles
in the VUslley egeinst the British and the temmeil thue crented
vas destined to lseve behind a deep imprint on the minde of
the people whigh helped developing politicel euspensse -~ a
pre=requisite for the grouth of nationslism. Thisdly, from
oral tradition ve con discern poeitive evidence to show that
the doun trodden people of the Valley had deep sympsthiee forp
the cause the sepoye were fighting for and the menifestation
of this sympsthy hsd found expression in long folk narrativos‘//
which has basn reteined by the mseses through recitale fop
mere then & LCentury. Singe history tekes into account both
imnediats snd remote causes, we think that the haeppenings
during the mutiny sre not ae insignificent as normally bel ieved
in the gontext of the Cachar Velley.

Yo JATEMENT PRUBLEN

The situstion of the Cochay Valley, politicel, soecisl
ae well s sconomig, during the pre-~independence days cone
tained some distinctive festuree vhich prompted me to undes-
take the present uork. Theee foatures mey be summariesed as
~ follows 3

i) Though within the politicel boundary of Assam, the
Cagher plain, for all precticel purposes, ie @ geographigal
extension of bengesl. It demarcates, in & gensrel uay, the



border between the riverine Bengal and the hilly Assam. So
far as the linguistic and cultural affinities are eoncerned
it is directly connected with Sylhet, the distriet uhich

now forms a part of Bangladesh., This cultural and linguistic
affinity with the rest of Bengal, which is regarded as the
cradle of Indian Nationalism, had sponteneously plunged the

region into the main stream of the Indian national movement.

ii) The province of Assam was constituted by the British
in 1874 and the districts of Cachar and Sylhet ( which then
included as a sub=division of the modern Karimganj district
of the Cachar Valley ) was incorporated in the neuly formed
province to make it economically viable., The decision uas

not é popular one to the pecple of the Cachar Valley and the
people agitated from time to time for re-union with Bengal.
This demand for re-union was one of the major political
issues that dominated the regional political scene for more

than seventy years,

iii) The central leadership of the Indian National
Congress had a national appreciation for this demand of re-
union and hence the district Congress Committees of Cachar
and Sylhet were allowed to function as constituents of Bengal
Provinecial Congress Committee. Though for the purpose of
administration the Cachar Valley had been an integral part of

the province of Assam, politically the region was tied up



with Bengal. All 2long this dichotomy had 2 mixed impact on
the later political developments of the region, and this

aspect is being examined by me critieally.,

iv) Tea Industry had been and still is a vital economic
sector in Cachar. The community of tea—garden labourers is
composed of immigrants, brought by labour centraectors from
distant lands like Bihar, Orissa, Central Province and other
regions. On the other hand the white-~collared jobhs of the

tea industry uwere, more or less, monopolised by the Bengszlis.
These jobhelders were, sceially and eeconomically, associated
with the general middle class stratum of the valley., The
labourers, on the other hand, were dumped in their barracks
and lived very mueH under ghetto-like circumstances. Seldom
the white-collared workers did try to establish any fraternal
reélation with the doun=trodden partners of the same industry.
There are instances where middle class sympathy was with the
European planters and not with the labourers. It is interes&-
ing to note that in the early twenties of the present century
there uvas a2 great uprising of the tea-garden labourers, and
this uprising attained a national significance fdr the time
being. But since then we do not find any significant role of
the labour class in the struggle for Freedom;/lt is worth
examining whether the attitude of the local middle class,
regarded &s the vanguard of the national movement, had any

responsibility for which the garden labourers had failed to



perforns th;tr historic role as the unly labour force of the

region.

v) The population compoeition of the valley elso gone=
teine elements of ethnic end communsl complexitiss and contree
dictione, This fagtop, ot tlaoi. hampered the process of cone
solidation of the massee behind the demsnd for independence.
it sppeare reasonable to sseese to what extent thess conz:aé i
dictions were effective in detemmining the charscter of tht;
froedom movement in this region,

vi) The gourse of histery ies a continuous process end
political developments elong with their social end egonomic
dimensions take plags not ae independent inclidents but =e
coponents of the overall historicesl process. It is not
possible to compartmentalice all the phencmena uhiéﬁ played
roles, major or minor, in thc‘fnsnulaticn of the political
uévnuants of the region., Attempte aye made here to examine
the situetion in fte totality and we hope such stlempts are
capable of developing o better insight into the happenings
that shaped the political destiny of the zegion under

discussion,

26 SURVEY OF LITERATURE

OFe JoB. Bhattacharjee in hies book "Cscher Under
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Beitish Rule in North Eset India®™, dezlt in detail the impset
af the dritish Rule in Cechar. In fact, it ie this book

vhich inepired us to undertoke the present project. The
objective of his book wes brosdbesed but he spared quite e
numbay of pages on the regenerstion of Cacher in the nine~
teanth gentury and subseguent culmination of this regenesp-
tion into the perticinetion of the Cechar peonle in the
strugcle for Indie'e freedom. S0 the uork of O, Bhettacharjee
is of iemense value to eny investigator whe vents to make

furthar studies on the subject.

The Covernment of Assam publ ished three volumes
gntitled "Political Hietory of fesam™ under the editorship
of some scholare, The oroject vas undertaken to prepers a
well dosumented work on the freedom movement of fecam since
the days of the Putiny. The volume had a uide region to
cover and the district of Caghar use not adoouately covered
in it. Houever, theore are some meterisls vhigh is of some
hels to draw e primery osutline of the nationalistic activie
ties whigh took plagce in Caghar.

Dr. Amalendy Guha in his book "From Planter Rej to
Suarel” emphesiced on the legislative history of fessm, Dut
8¢ background he slso drew e genersl outline of the freedom
movement in fesam. In the procees Cachar aleo received some

of his asttention, His documentation with regard to Assembly
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Proceedinge is very important. Also wve get from hie book e
glimpee of the grouth and develeopment of the leftiet move-
ment in Assam in genersl.

£ir Nirode Gupta, 2 veteran frecdom fighter of
Sylhet, compiled tuo books, one on the important porsona=
lities of Sylhet and Cachar, end snother on the frocdon
movement in the some poglon, Doth the booke appesred teo be
helpful for our project. The two volumes of "tpihstter
Itibritta” (Bengali) by A.Ce Chaudhugy end one volume of
"Cacheser Itibritta® (Sengali) by U.Ce Guhe deslt with the
history of Sylhet end Caghar till twentisth century, and
these two books are important for the deta thay supnlied on
the socio=gultural situstion of the region under disgussion,
in the carly phase of the British sule.

fanother book by Chenghel Xumes Shorme on the growth
end developmpent of the Communiet Fovement in the Surma Valley
ie aleo important,

Shri Srojendes Nersysn Choudhury, s femoue Congrees
leader who hed been @ member of the Gentrel Legisletive
Assembly in the thirties, urote an asutobiography in which hie
personal involvement in the freoedom movement wee narreted in
dgeteils, This Bengeli book gontaine some valusble infopme=
~ tion which give us a deep penetretion into the inner polities



of the Caghar Vslley visea=yis the Dgahmeputea Valléey.
Anpthay Comgressman, Sri Rabindranath édltya;/uhe wae aleo
the Chisf thip of the Congrese Legielative Party in fsscem
hssembly in 1946, publiched = pamphlet which slso gontaine
some informations. Sei Upendranath Uher of Hailaekendi wrote
a book on the terroriste’ asctivities in the region, hHe hine
solf being o sember of one of the terrorist growps

forecver, difforent weeklles and other periodicale
published from time to time Prom Cachay, and & numbey of
articles on aspects and pesrsonslitics, which are publ ished
in thess periocdicels and altauhari have come beaping on the

freodon nwoamt,'nra of inmense importonce.

Cenides these books, some other booke of genegal
noture like "District Gezetteer", "Census Hend Book™ etg.
rafar to sowme points which have been profitably utilised by
ue) 1t should, however, be noted thet the publicetions eited
here though important by their own pighte, desl with specgi-
fic aress without offering a comprohensive plcture of the
politicel movements in the Uazak Velley during the 1857«1947
periocd. ’

. S83cTives

The objective of the present dissegtation mey be



sunnarised as follous @

do

{a)

{b)

{e)

{d)

(a)

(¢

{g)

To reconstruet the different stages of the fPreadom

~

mavenent .

Trace the sogisl, cconomic and gultural beckground
that played s tangible pole in detemmining the

various gaussc of the movement,

To plece the frsedom movement of Cachar in the

perepective of the nations]l movemont as & uhole,

To examine the background for vhich different seg-
mante of the society perticipsted in the movement,

To bring ocut the rescons Tor which some thtiona of

the people remeined indifferent tovards the movement,

To exemine in the regionsl sontext the contradige
tions, ethnie, itneututia and religious, whigh
sxisted in the socisty, nnd'to sseese thelr impect
on the different phases of the movement,

Te fommulste some gonegal observaticns on the besie
of the pointe mentioned sbova.

P

BETA

Ve have already mentioned some hooks and monographe
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which ve have fdund to be of help for our investigations,

But eince our plen ie to investigete the matter in some
deteils and ve intend Lo cover maximum possible extent related
uith the topiec, we obvicuely have gone for colleeting date

of more primery end basic charecter. Us have cleseified these
data in the following mannap ?

i) Published official documents available in Delhi
which include Leet Indien Constitutional FRefomms, 1927, Cest
Indien Conetitutionel Reforme, 1937 ete. we have coneulted
moet of the documents and have found some of thom 1n§ortant

end relevent for our purposa.

11) . Unpubl ished orficiél documents cvailable in the
istionel Agchives of Indis, New Delhi, Yome Politissl Prow
ceedings, 1921 to 1931, Proceedings of the Contreal Legisle-
turey Proceedings of the Foreign Uepsrtments, Hengel Polie
tical Consulstion etg. In Pect we hove consulted moet of the
Home Politicel Proceedings and Foreign Politiecal Progecdings.
It is unfortunate that some of the importent dosumente are
not tresceable in the Netional Apchives end some other are
regarded as classified, and so not svaileble for consulte-
tion, However, we have succeedsd in trscing out some useful
informmations from the svailable papers, and theoee are profie
tably uead in our investigations, Ye have consulted some of

the progeedings of the Central Legislatures
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1i4) Unpubl ished unofficisl doguments snd reports arve
evailable in Delhi, perticulerly the A1l Indie Congrece
Committee Papers, naﬁ prosepved in Nehru Mueeum, Ve have
gonsulted the procesdinge of the 211 Indie Congrese Lommie
ttee, 1905-1931, and gollected relevent infommetion, The
papers revsal come interesting fnaﬁurea segarding the

Congress movement in the Cachar Valley, ol
iv) Materiels available in the fgchives of the Coverne
ment of Usel Bengel. -~

We wvent through some of the documents while working
on my fi, Phil ODagree, Ve eloo gollected ot thet time eome
meteriale, perticulerly with regerd Lo the early phese of
the British Fule in the Valley, vhich is of insense value
for our present work., In Calecutts, we have uvtiliced the
meterials preserved in the Jotindremohon Sanggehashale,
maintained by the Nationel Couneil of educstion § Jeadavour
where veek] fes, journsls and neuwepspere=publ ished fProm
Sylhet and Cachay ars evailable, This valuable colicetion
vas donsted to the Netiomal Council of Lducotion by Lste
Prof. Jatindra Mohan Shattecharjeo. F

v) The published officiel doeumente and roporte esvailee-
ble in feseam include Aseem Legielstive fesembly end Counedl

Proceadinge, History of freedom FMovement fecorde, Dispur,
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fiesam § the political confidentiazl reporte sre ovaileble at
the fecords Uffice éf fesem Civil Cecreterist, Some coryes=
pondences mnd othoey metepisls sre sveileble st District
Fecord OPFfice et Silchay, We have elso consulted thoee

meteriale,

vi) in some weeklies and periodicals in Cachar, & nume=
ber of apticles have beon published from time to time on
different aspocts of ihe fresdow movement in Caghar, Some of
them gontain valuable informations pasticulesly with regard
to loesl probleme end dinensions. Ue have utilised some such
artigles written by some locel fresdom fighters, journaliste
and trade unioniste, uve also interviewed some prominent indi-

viduale who had disect link uith the movement,

Se gﬂﬁﬁﬁ !SM 108
HAPT o

This chepter deals with the historiecal bsckground
end socio-politicel developments of the Cacher Valley ti1}
the Sepoy NMutiny.

The early history of Cachar and Hejlokendi districte
of the Cechar Vslley is obecure and hagzy, The sculpturel
remaine of Bhuban hill and other ruins scettered around differ-
ent perte spesk of existence of e pelitical pover in the



regiony, but there ie no means to sscertain their asctusl his-
torical context. It is beliecved that the recion fomead a
remote outpost of the Tripure Kingdom till sixteenth Centpy
and then it wvee paseed on to Koech Kingdoem through the efforts
of Chilerei. Subsecquently the Koche rulers built wp e petty
kinodom which beceme o part of the Dimese Kingdom wvhen Dimese
prince Lakshminersyen married the XKoche pringes, Since then
the Cacher plaine continued to be s part of the Dimegy
Kingdom till 1832, Rajs Govindechendrs, the last ruler of

the Dimase house, died without lesaving eny maele heir and the
Spitish occuried the territory by o proclemstion. During

this pericd of trensition some Menipuri princes tried to taeke
sdvantage of the situetion, The moni important of thees
princes waes Cembhir Singhy who ultimately cccunied the throne
of Faniour. The Britieh bought pesce with him by cacrificing
an important tract of land belonging to erstuhile Dimses
Kingdom,. |

Initislly, the Eritish tryied to rotain the indino-
nous syotem of éollacting revenue ond not to disturh the
serliey sdninicetrative structure. Sut socon it becams apparent
thet the old systenm won't do. Sop some innovetion had to be
made end for rumning thie now et up it became nécasaary to
bring literate mon from neighbouring districts of Sylhet,
Alsoy the Uimasa poyel house had encoursged immlgraticn Por
utilisstion of fellow tracte of land of Cachar plains and
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that mede Caghay a2 Hengali speaking segion even before the
advent of the British, The British ogcupetion Purther hestned
the process., The disgovery of tes brought uvhiteegollered
employees from Svlihet wvherese the lLebourers were recrutted
from U.Pey Bihar end Central province. Thus the British ocou-
pation brought sbout s chefge not only in the adminictretive
get up but it slec effocted o demogrephic transformation.

The district of Kerimgan] hase a different histoe
ricel background, The district wee 8 part of Cange-Semetats
since not later than the tenth century and continued to be e
part of Bengal during the daye of the Sultanate and the
Rughale, S0, the district retained transactions with Indien
mein land throughout the historicel pericd. The region use
Lneotpuratad within British indien territory as o component
unit of the Ganglas Subs in 1765 wvhen the Company received
the Deueni of Bengel, 50, Aritish occoupstion of Kezimganji
took plage more then sgventy yeere earlier than that of Cacﬁar
plains, Thus the region, for historicel ressons, has an
edvenged social etructure, political ocutlook end intellece
tural heritage than Cecher plains, i.e. Heilakendi and Ceachey
district,

.

CHAPTER « 11

Chepter 11 desle with the impact of the Sepoy Mutiny
in Cachayr,



1%

initislly, the Valley did not encounter any diresect
impagt of the Rutiny, Thﬁ Superintendent of Cacher in a
number of letters seld thet the gondition of hie district
was guite peaceful, But situstion waee chenged when & contine
gent of rebel sepoye from Chittagong reached Sylhet and then
procesded tovarde Cochare & otiff encounter took plsce at
Latuy, @ village of Xarimganj Sub=divieion, in which both the
partics suffered loseoe, Major Byng, the Commandent of the
Company's troop wes killed alonguith some other membere of
his contingent. Several rebels wege aleo killed, The Sunerine
tendent of Cechar took precautionaryy messures end sent troop
in different directions to combat the threat, A numbesr of
cncounta:i in hilly surroundinge took plege and ultimately
wmost of the rebele were either killed or captured, Tea=plane
ters helped the govermnment in cgollecting information ee Lo
the movements of the Sepoys. The Superintendent of Cegher
soprehended that there might beo some tribsl ricinge teking
advantege of the situation, But that did not hsppen. Unly
some Manipuri princes tried to moke lisson with the pebele end

maych to Manipur. But the bid vas succesefully thuarted,.

A1l wpitten records stste that the Mutiny sould not
make any impression on the native inhabitants of the Valley,
But indigenous orel tredition -antfnato.qgidanco to the
contragy. It appears that 2 long narrativumwea composed

depicting the rasbels ss heroes and this narrative is sung till
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this dey by villege bepds. Thus it i= epparent that rurel
folk had been eympsthetic touerde the Futiny though they
did not give eny open sunport to the sspoys because of locsl
constraints,

APTER =

Chapter 111 deals with the impaet of the Bengel

fenaissancs on the Valley.

The Summe VYalley disteicts of Sylhoel end Cacher
was not in the possession of a infras-structure to respond
inmediataly to the neu ideas genwpated Dy the neuw intellec-
tual environment that grev sround Caleutta through contacts
uith liberal idess of the west. In this respect, Coechar wae
more bagkuard than Sylhet, ﬁ

Ouring the Dimesa rule, no system of sdusation worth
the neme was there in Ceghary. (o, the nou imnigrant middle
class had to take initiative with lukeuarm response from the
GCovernment for intsoduction of Lnglish education in the
district., Howsower, gsaduslly the obstsclee were effectively
dealt with and by the end of the nineteenth gentury = moderate
structure wes built up to impart English educetion to the
uilling students, But the resbnnn of the netive rurel folk
vas unenthusiestic end most of the studente ectuslly ceme from
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the immigrant middle class,

However, the introduction of English Education
created an etmosphere for undertaking tasks relaoted to soeisl
rafoms, Installation of @ printing press fagilitated publi-
cation of nevspapess. Kamini Kumar Chendas took initistives
to infuse modern ideas in the minds c?/th. paople. Lsuyorps

and teschers took lead in debating over relevent sogial fseues,.

Thus by the end of the nineteenth century the middle clese of
the urben or semi-urben areas begame gonversant with mest of
the sociasl issuss of the time. But social suzreness thus

crected wae yet to sssume e politiecal Pomm.

CHAPTER « 1V

Chapter 1V desls uith the guestion of re-union of
Sylhet-Caghar with Bengal,

In 1874, Assem wes made i Chisf-Comnissioness Proe
vinge and tuo Bengalie-speaking districts of Sylhet and Cagher
was incorporated within the new provinge presumably for
adninistrative convenienges: Thore ves immediste resctions,
mainly from Sylhet. The district of Eylhet wee 2 pomanently

settled district and the Zamindere of Sylhat wvae apprehensive

that their rights and privileges would be jeoperdised in

Assem bogause the Orehmadutse Valley was not & pemenently
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ssttled aves berring o portion of Coalpare district, The
Zaminders of Sylhet submitted a memorendum to the Viceroy
vhere besides thie apprehension, mentions vers made of
linguistic, cultural and social differences of two VUsllays,
The Viceroy rejected the memorandum but assured that the
rights'énd pravileges enjoyed by the people would not be
interfered with. |

in 1906, the re-union guestion ceme into prominence
in the Surms Velley uwheye antiepartition movement took the
form of the Re—-union Fovement, Kemini Xumer Chanda of
Gilchar took prominent papt in it end 8ipin Chendpe Pal, who
originally heiled from Sylhet, inepired the movement by touse
ing the Vallsy. The Surme Valley politicsl gonference beceme
a pemanant body in the wske of this movement and in ite

soesions agitational progremmes uvers undertaken,

In the tuenties of this century the re-union ques~
tion featured prominently in the Centrsl and State legislae-
ture. Kamini Kumer Chonda ves the most vocael spokesman of
re=union in Centgel Legisleture wvhereaass in the State Legislae-
 ture Brojendre Narayan Choudhury wse its most cteunch exponent.
The members of the Grahmaputrs VUalley sleo supported the move,
But graduslly » clesvege was Crested betusen the MHindu and
Muselinm members and the question was fsngliy ebandonsd when
e motion was lost in the Stete Assembly in 1937,




19

CHAPTER = ¥

Chapter V deale with the Neon-lo=lperation FMovement
and the Civil Disobsdiengs Fovement.

Non=(o=Uperat ion Fovement, a2ccompanied by the
Khilefot Plovement made s tromendous impsct in the Surmme
Velley and this time, ntleast, the district of Cochar did
not lag behind ite more advanced gountsrpast, the district
of Sylhet, This wae ®0 beceuse of the lagge-sesle participe~
tion of the Muelime vho game out for the Firet time to partie
gipate in sctive politics., A joint vieit by Mahatme Gandhi
gnd Ali GBpotheye added further japetus to the mess ewekening,
This movemaent actually brought sbout & quelitetive change in
the level of political consciousnses of the peanle.

Whersas Non=Co=Upareation Movement was conducted with
the spontansoue support of the people, the Civil Uiscbedience
Ffiovement uvas ¢ move organised Movement, Indisn Netionsl
Congrees wae Now an organised body both in Sylhet snd Caghar
and under the able leaderyship of Srsjendra Narayan Choudhury
the Valley responded befittingly to the gall given by Indisn
Kational Congress. Fost important festure of the movement was
the large=scsle participation of wvomen and studente in the

agitetione]l and agtion progromme.
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The response of the Muelims in the Civil Disobedie
enge Movement wae lukewsrm, Oy this time, Summe Vslley Muelim
Lesgue became an orgsnised body under the leadspshio of Abdul
Matin Choudhury and the party succesoded in sliensting Musline

from the freedom movament.

CHAPTER -~ V1

Chapter VI deals with the Terpzoriet activitiee

underteken by differsnt groups of revolutionary orgenisations
in this Valley.

Side by side with the broad=bassed nstionsl movesent
there had aluasys been ¢ paraliel stresm of activities which
did not gonform to the creed of noneyiclance which wase the
basic thnio of the Congrese philosophy. & young segtion of
politicsl workers toock their cues from different extremiete
grouns operating from Caleutta, Dacce snd Chittagonge. Though
the number of such vorkere wvere limited, but they exerted a
good deel of influence over the peoliticel scens of the region,
Almost 21l the out fits of the extremiste like Jugentar Pasty,
Anusilen Semity, Suhrit Sangha, Sakti Senghs and Bengel
Volunteers had their men in the Velley end often the leaders
'ar these orgenicatione opted this valley se their safe hide
out. Apart from these asctivitiesy in the thirties Eilchar
begame the centre of 2 ttvolut;enary group which undertook 2
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programme of libepasting the north-sest. Sanat Dutts wee the
leader of this group which took un the teek of orgeniesing
the tribee of north sastepn frontier sgency in right carnest,
floet membere of the group wers arrested after the Tineukias
Mail robbery. Senat Duttes wee arrested in Bengkok and segved
prison torme with his geolleasgues.

‘EHM’TQR - VLL

Chapter V1l deals with the involvement of the peesente
end workere in the political scons of the valley. The tee
gerden labourere of the velley, s8 early ee 1920, lounched o
detemined movement against the-npptcnttnn of the Britieh
Planters end the movement stteined o national signifisence
and leaders of national straturze like J.M, Sengupte and
Udnebandhu C.F« Andreus took up their csuse. Unfortunately,
the loesl lesdership of the Congrese did not meke o proper
appeéisal of this uprising end had fPailed to take Sallaa up
sgtions to gonsol idete the labourers. It ie after iuo decades
the leadere took wp the tesk of organising the teas=garden
isbourers under the benner of Sylhet Cechar Cha SBagen Mazdoore
Union which was sponsored by the Indien Trade Union Congrees,
At the some time some left-uing vorkers within the Congrese
took interest in organising the peasante, Arun Xumagp Chande
himeelf took a leasding part in the formation of some unione
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in éffxctal and semi-official sector. This chapter hae
throun some light on the contradictions that existed within
the urben middle class an the one hand and the pessantry and
the labouress on the other, This contradiction, in fact

did not allow the down trodden cless of the valley to play

e significent role in the nationsl movement,

CHAPTER = V11l

The last chapter deals with the last phase of the
British Rej in the econtext of Cachar in particuler ond the

subcontinent in genersl.

dhen the pertition of Indio beceme a certeinty,
there vae @ foreceful demand For the incorporstion of Cachar
within Pekisthan, But the people of Ceghar succeesfully
resisted this threet and when the partition nlen uss announced
Caghay remained wuith Indis though the neighbouring dlutriug
of Sylhety, bapring the four thanas of the then Xapimganj
Sub=divioion, vas mergsd with Pakisthan,

Even during the uworet days of 1946-47, the Vslley
did not y&tnnau any lazge-sgale iot but the impagt of gomnue
nalise vitisted the atmosphasze bofore end inmedistoly after
independence, The last chaptor has detsiled the heckground of
ths partition, 5130 thess ie an attemnt to discern o relstione

ship betueen the past and the present vhiech shous that the
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lsgacy of the freedon movement with its poeitive end negee-
tive sspacts exert influesnce on the socic-noliticel develope
mants of the Cechar Valley even after four decodes of
independence,

- MAJOR FINDIRGS

The investigetion wee undestekon to trege the develop~-
monte, sogial, politicel end economig, which ultimetely brought
the Cechar Valley, a t-aatcsivsérhéi of the country, into the
main streem of Indisn etruggle for independence. fFollowing
are the major fTindinge revesled in course of our investigee

tion,

a) The Cachar Valley, comprising a part of the ereote
uhilu Oimese Kingdom and “erimgan) Sube-division of erstuhile
tylhet sctuslly fommed two distinet divieione in respeet of
togiel end Politicel advencement inepite of linguistie
affinity betueen the tuo. Primarily, this diffepence ouse
ite origin to the fept that Xegimgeni hed ell slong been
2 part of Bengls Subhe snd was incorpopsted in the Bpitish
territory in 1765, The Ceghar Prince had baen under a tribsl
rul ing house end it wes annexed hi the Oritish in 1832, Sa,
the course of social development differs begause of the

difference in the gourse of the political history.
o
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Bl Though from the politicel recorde no evidence cen
be found to postulate eny direct impect of the Efepoy Mutiny
in the Valley, our investigoetion revesls that the people of
the so=galled louer segments of the Soelety had all sympothy
for the rebel sepoyes and this sympathy wes expressed in folk
narratives wvhich the oral tradition hee rotained till this

date.

e) The impect of the Bengsl Rensissance in the Valley
percoloted at & slow pepe and though some mombers of the
urban middle clese wers imbued by the new idess, the impact

was only merginal on the common people.

d) when the Bengali speaking districts were tegged with
the provinge of Assem in 1874, there wers resction in the
Velley, but thers uee no major reactions in Sengal propor.
1t ie only in the wake of the Bange Ghenga FMovement of 1908
that the lsadeyship of Dengel shoued some interest in the
question of re-union of Sylhet and Cachar with Bengal. Vhen
partition of SBengal was annulled in 1912, thie interest wae
lost agein. Subseguently the cuestion of re-union begeme e
part of the Congrese campaign but the iseue did never recgeive
proper attention of the metional leaders since 1920, The
leadershic of the Velley were left to themeelves to fight the

issue, -

el i survey of the Vaslley's pesticipation in the Congress
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movemente revesls that lopge~scele involvement of the people
vas more evident in the Non-Uo=Upepastion Movement of 1921,

It is so beceuse Khilafat question inepired Muslim mesces to
participate in the movement, The Civil Disobedience Movement
use gonducted with more organicastional ebility but Muslims

in genezal remained indifferent. Feeponse to the Tuit Indie
fovement wves concentreted in some urban nockeste meinly begause
of two reasons

(1) 1n the thirtice, some key positions of the Congress
Orgenisation went tsjuammuniatn and eince they onnosed
the Guit India Movement, full strength of the orgeni-
sation could not be mobilised behind the Congrese

‘ cause,

{2) The expulsion of Subhas Chendre fHose Prom Connrese

elisnsted on active segtion of Congrese workq;ﬂ.

7 Though objective conditione wepe there, no serioue
attempt wae taken to inveolve the uorking clase in the Nationel
movement, In the thirties, the Communists took initistive
to mind this drevbagk, but Congreee could not bonifit much
from this late venture as Communiste parted way with Congrese
in 1962,




(g) Though the Ceghar Velley wes inhebited by diverge
grounss of people whore sttitude towarpde gredual ﬁalitiaal~
developnents uee never slike snd at times contradictomy to
esch other, there wae no lergescsle or prolonged violencs in
Cechar during the period under our study. This suggests ™
existence of o kind of coeiel underetending that opersted
bensath surface-lovel contradictions monifested in the poli-
tiesl arens, This positive feature still aorozaia in the
Caghar Valley vhara some of the old contradictions etil)
play e significant role in the geme of powver polities, but
eocial peace, though at time seriously threatened, “ee not
been subjected to sericus or prelonged diesruntion during the
four post-independent decades,




