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C H A F T E R - I 

INTRODUCTION/ S I G N I F I C A N C E AI'̂ D RELEVANCE OF SUCH 

THEME I N THE NATIONAL AINFD R E G I O M A L CONTEXT AND G E C G ; A P H I C A I . 

R E G I O N . 



INTRODUCTION : 

Group politico-territorial identity a practical 

realities in our changing dynamic and fragile world. 

Yet geographers have given little attention or have 

ignored all togethero Elements and processes involved 

in recognising such territorially bound group identities 

have been dicussed in the present theme of geography 

of Regionalism and Social changeo With a stress on 

scale and perception of regionalismo 

Regionalism have been defined for the purpose of 

the present study as a mean, of expression of sentiments 

and feelings of the concerned population groups to a 

specific problemo This problem in its structure and 

application concern revolving of the population group 

concern in toto. Their response normally classified 

under socio-political response is a form of regionalism 

that varies in scaleo It is an abstruction of a nationo 
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In a nurnber of stares regional ism and local nationa-

lisTi have come to the fore and have constituted sources of 

major problems. The equalising effects of the colonial colo­

nial-control territory, people â d̂ resources - has disappea­

red and with it v̂ent the major obstacles of the local people 

who were divided among themselves ty latent and permanent 

cleavage So In other v;ordS/ historical centrifugal forces 

got the better of temporary centripetal forces who origin 

lay in the colonial period. Unification and adoption of 

federal form m the country was supermposed on the colo­

nial extent and without exception^ exhibited divisive stresseso 

Assam v;as one such region m the country \.'hich illustrated 

the internal social, political and economic differences. 

It's accentuation suggested the struggle of the constituent 

units to maintain themselves. Language and econcny became 

the primary focus on which the politico-geographical develop­

ment was basedo Moreover, the consistant effort taw?ards 

the recognition of population groups and sub-groups and 

the consequent balkanisacion constituted important aspects. 

The period after independence also saw the minority 

population groups and sub-groups expressing themselves in 

political and economic terms. This enabled these groups to 



adopt a slrong ideological stan . Ihey made their impact 

on the existing spatial anange rents by emphasising the 

need for change m their dependency status and subordinate 

positions. This exhibited a developmental paradox - for 

in the context of larger territorial unitS/ they were in 

minority and m specific locations, t>-ey v;ere in majority/ 

spread over a homogenous areao In fact, this suggested the 

importance of geography and resources as determining factorso 

However, contemporary spatial pattern of change and 

development m the state '-as largely a product of altitudes 

and perception of the inhabitants to i-he stimulus origina­

ting both ;/ithin and from outside the state. It v;ill take 

quite sometime before the traditional pattern and those 

that were superimposed on the form to cease and reflect 

the functions and requirements of col-inial territorial, 

political and economic set up in the regiono 

Pre-independent pattern of administration, obje(£tives 

and contacts were primarily governed by politico-economic 

and strategic objectives. Policies in operation encouraged 

movements of population into the sparsely peopled state 

from the densely populated Gangetic deltao In addition to 

this, pattern of landuse and land tenure that \Jas in practice 



r e f l ec ted a d i s t i n c t b i a s tov/ards prr-serving rhe individual 

econoTiic i n t e r e s t s and colonia l p o l i t i c a l and coTunercial 

goals for rhe region - par t icvi lar ly a f t e r 183 2 when the 

t ea p l an t a t i ons v/ere coiling up rapid ly in Upper Assam and 

surfeDunding h i l l periphery'. This gave the needed impetus 

migration to acce le ra te and s e t t l e in those areas tViat were 

considered t o be nega"cive by the inhabi-cants of the region. 

In other words, these aspects firmly iTiplanued imperialism 

in the complex but f lu id t r a d i t i o n a l socio-economic milieu 

of the regiono 

The imprint of e f fec t ive adrininistration pene t ra t ion 

( tension of t e r r i t o r i a l control) and l o c a l i s a t i o n of the 

impacts at d i f fe ren t s ca l e s , to a g r ea t e r extent froze the 

i n t e r e s t s of the minority groups. This resu l ted in compart-

menta l i sa t ion of the area - each depic t ing i t s p a r t i c u l a r 

brand of p o l i t i c a l , economic and social c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and 

interact ionSo 

1 

Colonial requirements , hov/ever, demanded C and were 

infac t c a r r i ed out in a manner that:- was ) a system t h a t was 

not too control led^ in the Brahmaputra Vallcyo This gave way 



to construction of road and rail"..'ay nea.orks linking the 

producing area v;ith the points of export ( m this instance 

with Calcutta and to a lesser exrent ChitLagong ) , grov;th 

of towns/ spread of education, extension of missionary 

activities in the interior and peripheral hill areas and 

other related factors drav; the inhabitants of the region 

from the traditional matrices to broad socio-cultural 

coimmunicationso This was po\/erful snc had profound impact 

on the inhabitants, particularly in terms of demando 

Broadly speaking, British annexation of che region 

in 18 26, transformed the traditional equations in the regiono 

Location of major population groups and sub-groups was more 

or less, permanent. The traditional base of subsistence 

was geared more towards coramercial exploitation of resour­

ces to the needs of the colonial interests. Competition 

for space and its attendent consequences became the concern 

of population of the region. In post-independence period, 

this aspect alongwith others became important in administra­

tive re-organisation. 

Prior to 1947, the region was divided into Assam, con­

sisting of Garo, Khasi and JainT:ia Hills, North Cachar hills 



and Mik-ir h j l l s , Lhc riaon h i l l s , •'h' L n - h a i h i J l c ; ; H t r t h -

E a s t c r n I ' r o n l i e r t r a c t s a-^d t i e t e r r i t o i i e s of r i a n i p u r 

and T r i p u r a o L a t e r a f t e r i n d e p e n d e n c e t i l l d a t e , f o l l o \ v i n g 

c h a n g e s t o o k p l a c e -

i ) N o r t h - E a s t e r n F r o n t i e r T r a c t s '-'as renaTicd a s 
N o r l h - E a s t e r n F r o n t i e r Agency i n t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s . I t 
c o n t i n u e d t o b e u n d e r x.y^e p u r v i e \ ' of t h e C e n t r e 
and Assam S t a t e . I l a n i y u r ci^~i6. I r i j - m r a becBmc t h e 
Union T e r r i t o r i e s . 

i i ) Naga h i l l s became a s e p a r a t e s t a t e m 19 5 3 ; Naga 
h i l l s , Tuensang a r e a and t h e a r e a o c c u p i e d by t h e 
Konyak T r i b e i n p r e s e n t Arunacl-Jal P r a d e s h \ ; e r e 
merged t o g e t h e r t o form t h e s t a t e o 

i i i ) Between 1963 and 1969 , r b e r c \ ; a s a l l r ound o^.po-
s i t i o n t o t h e l a n g u a g e b i l l p r o m u l g a l g a t e d by t h e 
Assam Government frcTi t h e - i n o r i t i c s . T h i s c u l m i ­
n a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n of I : e g h a l a y a a s a autcnoi^^ous 
u n i t i n 1 9 6 9 . I t a t t a i n e d f u l l s t a i - ehood m 1972 = 
I n 1972 , L u s h a i h i l l s d i s t r i c t v;as made a Un ion 
T e r r i t o r y and Mas k n c n a s l l izoramo 

RISE OF RLGIOnALISH IN I H C NCRIH^LASTER'^i REGION : 

The d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n among t h e p o p u l a t i o n m i n i r o t i e s , 

along^«;ith i t s m a n i f e s t a t i o n , h a s become a m a t t e r ^f c e n t r a l 

c o n c e r n t o d a y . I t h a s r e m a i n e d a s a d o m i n a n t theme i n t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e r e g i o n . Pre-Ahom and pos t -Ahom 

p e r i o d s ( t h e c o l o n i a l p e r i o d ) and x.hc p o s t - i n d e p e n d e n c e 

p e r i o d s w e r e r e p l a c e w i t h i n s t a n c e vjhen t h e G o v e r n m e n t s \ / e r e 

f a c e d w i t h t h e e n e r o u s t a s k of m a i n t a i n i n g t h e t e r r i t o r i a l 

u n i t y and p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y o P a r t i c i p a t i o n and i n v o l v e m e n t 

was t o a l a r g e e x t e n t i n f l u e n c e d by c o n c e t a n a t i o n c£ e v e n t s 
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that succeeded the policy decisiSns and consequent role 

perception of the inhabitantSo 

Suffice it to say that --ith srrong possibil i cies of 

expressing themselves, the minority population groups 

found in the fissipcrous tendencies clcnents strengthening 

their traditional political and social st:ruc-i:ure. This 

withstood the constant pressure fron the Tiodernizing 

influence that pervaded as a result of new administrative 

order in the region after 1&26. Ho'wever, this was not to be 

so; inter and intra-group conflicts and divergence of inte­

rests kept them apart and divided from each other as well as 

from the development affecting the rcgiono This v,-as because 

of irrespective of numerical size, location of the minority 

groups \aas strong enough to express their need to strcngtnen 

their identity and individuality. 

This was reinforced by the fact that -

1. linguistic/dialect and cultural differences within 
and betv/een the various population groups in their 
spatial context as v.'ell as in the region itself, 
persisted and survival strong pressures of assimila-
tiono The minority groups intensified their activi­
ties after independence. 

2o Among the population groups and sub-groups in the 
region, new interests groups emerged. These groups 
gradually sought more political power, participation 
varying degree of autonomy for their respective 
territorial units. They \/ere also at̂ le to sv/ing the 
popiolation to their viewpoints and were able to demon­
strate their demandso 
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3o In all cases, ccn,-non \.-ith the rest of the country 

perccivcd and actval exploitation remained one of the 
majcr causes ( along '.•.'ith social political backward­
ness ) for making de'nands for redressal and even­
tually separation.. This often spilled over to adja­
cent territorial unitse 

In the region, -̂ he Crah'naputra Valley and Cachar plains 

became the focul points that encouraged develcp'iient of dis­

tinct reyional personal ityo These beccnc the rcgionn.1 cj<.o-

political cores that either controlled the region or pcrnl-c-

ted accesso 

Yet, the events v/ere functionalv d i f f e r e n t i a t e d and 

never coincided with the adminis t ra t ive or formal d iv i s ions 

of t e r r i t o ryo As a r e s u l t , i n t e r and i n t r a - u n i t d i f fe rences 

surfacedo In addi t ion to t h i s , sp^xial cont igui ty and d i spe r ­

sion of the t r i b a l populat ion in the region as v;ell as r e l a ­

t i ve uniformity in socio-economic condi t ions , suggested the 

spread of local natural ism amdng the population groups. The 

only exception t o t h i s in the Morth-East v;ei"e the p la in t r i b a l 

l i k e the Eodos, Kacharis , etCo who v;ere s p a t i a l l y intermingled 

and were considered pa r t of the na jo r i ty in an enlarged version. 

At least , t h i s was the inference which the present author v/as 

able to make v/hen t h e ant i -migrant movenent or the Assam move­

ment was a t i t s he igh t betv/een 1979-85. And, in such circum­

stances , the e thnic minority groups involved in the movement, 
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exhibi ted a t o t a l Icick of geographical d i s t i n c t i o n and per ­

cept ion t h a t v;as required for autonoTiist n a t i o n a l i s t mcvenents. 

This was, in -cum/ reinforced by p o l i t i c a l and ad-ninistrat ive 

set-up in the region. Language and r e l i g i o n exerted considera­

ble influence and were responsible in coTiplicating the problems 

furthero 

Continuous i n s t a b i l i t y , in one form or the o ther , has 

r a d i c a l l y transformed the p r i o r i t i e s of spa r i a l arrangements 

in the region; so t h a t no populat ion groups c r sub-groups 

could claim exclusive r i g h t s over spec i f i c l o c a l e . The r e s u l ­

t a n t dileTma, transformed i t s e l f to e i t h e r withholding a 

group or encouraged them t o s t r i v e to\,'ards full cxpressionso 

In addi t ion to t h i s , the i-npact of immigrants on the 

regional landscape has been profound and compelled the inha­

b i t a n t s to reassess t h e i r posi t iono But, t'^e s i t u a t i o n s as 

they developed indicated the operat ion of parameters t h a t were 

d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y abet ted by r e g i o n ' s geography and 

h i s t o r y . These parameters were (1) na t ives versus ou t s i de r s , 

and (2) na t ives versus na t ives / became pa r t of the socio-econo­

mic and p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s and centred around resource a l l o c a ­

t ion , and t r a n s f e r s , p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n and decision-ma^ingo 
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Yet, there has been a conspicuous regicn-cum-ethnic 

p r o t e s t s movements t h a t continued to -.v.ar.e i t s impact in the 

region . The Assam m.ovement, the ECJCIO movement, movement in 

Cachar e t c . c o n s i s t a n t l y brought to the surface a h i s t o r i c a l 

p a t t e r n of geographical p o l i t i c s o 

This suggested tha t the mul t i -e thn ic mosaic of the s t a t e 

with several l aye r s of i den t i t y contained po t en t i a l for p o l i t i ­

cal expressions including separat ism. The quest ion t h a t needs 

t o be resolved i s t h e r e f o r e , how, v;hen and to what ex ten t , there 

i s a metamorphosis from social and geographical d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s 

t o p o l i t i c a l express ion . 

Thus, the l o c a t i c n a l perspect ive offered by the study 

area can be viewed from both v;ithin and ou ts ide , as e s s e n t i a l 

feature towards understanding the complex social p o l i t i c a l p ro -

cesses tha t shaped the response- r eac t ion of the i n h a b i t a n t s . 

This led t o d i f f e r en t forms of e thno-regional movementso Fur ther , 

i f i t can be assumed t h a t the nature of pa t t e rn of systems in 

operat ion in the area, as of loca l in charac te r , then, i t can 

be s t a t ed as affect ing the s t ra tegy of the inhab i t an t s or those 

fac tors t h a t have induced changes in the r e g i o n ' s s t r u c t u r e . 
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This left profound changes in "che regional landscape 

and enabled the landscape consequences to under'nine the 

processes of unification of the local and regional terri­

torial units v/ith the Tiainstrcan. U'hat v̂ as and' is essentially 

needed was the perception and actitudc rhat encouraged the 

products of inter-dependence/ of agglonoretion, spatial pattern 

of resources-use and diffused features of values and synbols. 

These points have been raised largely because the study 

area has distinct counter action areas v;hich are territorially 

a perception of space and functionally coincided \i±t.h the area. 

In fact, the societal factors that operated m the regional 

preceded the political processes. But, obviously these forces 

were receptive to change and consulted in conflict bctvcen tra­

ditionalism and modernisTi. This had significant impact on space, 

area and landscape. 

OBJECTIVES : 

The main objective of the study is to develop an outline 

and framework for the study of regionalism and social changeo 

It is v/ell recognised that geographical factors proved alter­

native approaches for understanding the spread of the movementSo 

These are often due to situation of the territory, regional 
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(and local) identity and perception of the people inhabiting 

the area B S well as due to resource endcvnnent and developnr.ent 

strategy adopted for iraproving the socic-eccnomic conditions 

of the peopleo Priorities and interests at different scales 

are often in conflict in the short-term period and may lead 

to unstability if the local and regional needs are not inte­

grated in the national long term perspectives of developmento 

This has accentuated horizontal and vertical • disparities in 

developmento In order to discuss the points raised above 

following chapterization has been resorted to provide a back­

ground to this central study, 

Assam is a political unut became a part of India 

only during the E rtitish rule. The doors cf Assam v;ere throv/n 

open to the free flow of population from the rest of India. 

And at the sametime v;ith the annexation of some parts of 

Bengal and North-Eastern Hill areas, the Ertfish gave birth 

to greater Assam. Consequently Assam became heterogenous in 

1 
character/ but Assam never been a homogenous province . At 

different period of her history, Assam became a refugee for 

m~ny people, some of them are Mongoloids and attracted people 

1. E.A. Gait, History of Assam, Calcutta, 1963, Intro.,poViii. 
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from the rest of India. So there had al'.'ays been so-pe diver­

gence of language, cult\are, relxgion a nong tnc population. A 

process of socio-cultural gro\'th and -^cvclopTient of a ccnpo-

site Assamese people and culture v'as started during the Ahom 

rule. Again/ during Eritish rule this process becai^e \;eak. so, 

like the unification of India, the unification of heterogenous 

elements of Assam had also becc ""e a great problen. Sectional 

and caste patriotism had devclcped \-ith the Assam in the na ne 

of Assameseo The Assamese caste Hindu elite wanted an internal 

integration among the heterogenous elements of the province. 

Theyw were anxious for the integrat on of all Lhe groups of 

people into the mainstream of Assamese culture. Ihey neant 

by internal integration was the process of "Assaniization" 

so that the Assamese language could become dominant m the 

region. Their basic quest v.'as to strengthen the cc-unon Assa­

mese identity within the broad framc\'ork of Indian society „ 

On the other hand, the interests of other ethnic grrups, par­

ticularly of the Tribals, the Aho-̂ s and the Bengalis were 

particularistic,, Most of them \;anted to preserve their distinct 

identity within the province. They did not \;ant to merge their 

culture completely with the Assamese caste Hindu culture and 

developed a non-integrative tendency. As a means of maintaining 

distinct identity, some of them demanded local autonony on the 

basis of their respective ethnic identities within the small 

file:///-ith
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area where they used to inhabit. Sometimes this type of sec­

tional as v/ell as sub-regional patriotism became so strong 

ao:ipng some sections of these people that this led thorn to 

demand a sovereign independent state outside tlie Indian Union 

-for the sake of maintaininc their .ethnic identitieso This 

separatist tendency became considerably stronger with the 

separation of Buroia from India in 193 7 and the grov.'ing cry 

for Pakistan as expressed through the I-luslim League. But towards 

the late 'forties the centripetal forces became sufficiently 

strong capable of controlling the centrifugal urges of various 

groups of the province. Consequently, Assam became a part of 

India. In this chapter an endeavour has been made to examine 

the centrifugal and centripetal tendencies developed in Assam 

during the 'forties of this century which piayed a significant 

role in moulding the attitude of Assamese elite to the ques­

tion of 'Federalism' when the Constitution was being framed. 

Being a late-ccmer into the national mainstream, Assam 

in her relationship with the rest of India had her own legacy 

of emotional and psychological ambivalence. The feeling of a 

certain uniquences marking Assam out from the rest of the 

country led to a sense of social autonomy and even 'sovereignty" 

for each community living in the province. Different linguistic 
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and ethnic groups of the province v;hether singly or jointly 

expressed strong sub-nationalist or centrifugal sentiment. 

These groups may broadly be categorised into three main divi­

sions for the purposes of our discussion - (i) the people of 

Mongoloid stock, which includes the tribes and races of both 

hills and plains; (ii) those v/ho art iculated > the 'Assamese 

nationalists' (in some sense sub-nationalists) sentiments 

through the Ahom Jatiya Hahasabha; and (iii) a section of the 

upper caste Assamese intelligentsia vs'ho individually expressed 

their centrifugal sentimento 

The tribes and races of Assam ( such as the Nagas/ the 

Mizos/ the Khasis/ the Garos, the Mikirs, the Ahoms, the 

KachariS/ the Bodos, the Miris etc ) originally belonged to 

Mongoloid blood, who came to this region from the East and 

South-East Asia at different periods of history. In the x-̂ ast, 

these tribes and races maintained their separate kingdoms -

free and independent for a long.periodo They never came under 

any foreign domination before the British annexation of this 

region with the rest of India. The Ahoms had ruled the mainland 

of Assam continuously for more than six hundred years v;hich 

is indeed rare in the history of any part of India. But there ,j 

were other territories on the peripheries of Assam which were 
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ruled by the Nagas, the KhasiS/ the-Kacharis and so on. 

These t r i b e s v/ere not prepared to l i v e under v;hat they con­

sidered to be the dcninance of o the r s . This vias so because 

these t r i b a l people had never been brought toge ther under 

any cen t ra l ijo^rier p r i o r to the advent of the B r i t i s h ru le 

in t h i s region. Sonne of these t r i b e s and races had always 

been f ight ing for t h e i r d i s t i n c t s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l exis tence 

even during the period of the B r i t i s h ruieo 

Thus i t i s c l e a r t ha t a t the advent of independence 

there had been a strong sub-regional and even a cen t r i fuga l 

urge among a sect ion of the people of the h i l l s . One of the 

reason for t h i s was t h a t these h i l l t r i b e s had very l i t t l e 

scope of mingling with the people of the p l a ins during the 

B r i t i s h ruleo 

In addi t ion to t h i s there were some other f ac to r s a lso 

which stood in the way of in t eg ra t ion betv;een the h i l l s and the 

plainso The h i l l s v/ere not bound with the p l a in s by any t i e s of 

r e l i g i o n and languageo 

In the p la in of Assam the Ahom had -expressed remarkable 

cen t r i fuga l urgeso They had been the l a t e s t r u l e r s of the Assam 

val ley and a f t e r s ix th cen tu r i e s of t h e i r ru le in Assam, the 

B r i t i s h had taken over the country frs-m them in 18 26o Therefore, 
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i t was a natura l i n c l i n a t i o n anono L'TC AHO'TS t o net bock 

t h e i r l e s t power and p o s i t i o n s . 

The p la in t r i b a l nad also concrac ic t ions vJich the 

AssaiTiese cas te Kinduso I t -nay be noted t h a t t r i b a l s of the 

p l a ins were so'^e\7hat cul-curally l e s s d i s t i n c t froTi the /Assa­

mese Hindus than the h i l l Tribeso This happened because of 

the r e l a t i v e l y g r ea t e r i n t e r a c t i o n bet\/ccn them and the cas te 

Hindus through the c e n t u r i e s . Cne reason for t h i s Tiay have 

been t h a t t r i b a l s of the p l a in s did not l i v e in any s ingle 

contigous area/ a l l of them v;ere sca t t e red over v.'ide areaso 

Despite t h i s f ac t , a sect ion of the t r i b a l e l i t e f e l t 

srongly t h a t they v/ere markedly d i f f e r en t from the Asj.amese 

cas te Hinduso I t i s t r u e t h a t the Assamese Caste Hindu had 

grown in to qui te a big and honogeneous conmunity m the pro­

vince . Even during the Ahom r u l e , they had held important 

pos i t ions in the bureaucracy'. During the Br i t i sh adminis t ra­

t ion a l so , because of t h e i r education, they were able t o occupy 

a dominant pos i t ion in t>-e governmental and commercial under­

taking So At the same time as noted e a r l i e r , t h i s groups became 

very powerful in the Congress organisa t ion and played a domi­

nant ro le in the p o l i t i c s of tt-e province. 
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On the other nand, zne t r i b e l e l i t e rea l i zed that they 

remained econo-riically, educat ional ly aud even p o l i t i c a l l y Tiuch 

more backv/ard than the Assa'nsse cas te Mind'Js. I t seemed t o 

them tha t the t r i b a l s were being e::ploited and neglected by 

the upper cas te dominant e l i t e of i-hc provmceo 

At the same tiTie, i t has to be noted tha t the t r i b a l 

e l i t e were net only afra id of Oie/do "nmance of the Assanc^e 

cas te Hindus, they v/ere a lso apprehensive of the poss ib le 

'danger* from the non-Assanese ind_ans of the s ta te» 

In any case, the t r i b e s ard races of Assam uere not 

su f f i c i en t ly organised, capable of a sse r t ing the demand for a 

sovereign independent Assam, On the o the r hand, the Indian 

National Congress in Assam v/as strong enough to check the 

cent r i fuga l urges developed among the t r i b a l s and t>ie Ahom. 

Moreover, the p reva i l ing p o l i t i c a l c l imate was not favourable 

for accomodating such a demand. 

The s e p a r a t i s t tendencies developed not only among the 

t r i b e s and races of Assam, buc a l so even a long the Assanese 

s u b - n a t i o n a l i s t s to a considerable ex t en t . Tine sentiments of 

t h i s group v/ere mainly expressed through the Asom J a t i y a 

Mahasabha. 
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I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t while pu t t ing forward 

the claim for a free independent s t a t u s for Assam, t h i s sec­

t i o n of the Assamese people have alv/ays refer red t o as the 

'brave mart ial races and t r i b e s ' v.'ho once ruled over Assam 

But they themselves v/ere not the descendants of these 'brave 

mart ia l r ace ' whom the cas te Hindus' dominance had nov; r e l e ­

gated to a 'backv/ard' s t a t u s . In fact^ with a vicv.- to serving 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t , they emplc/yed t h i s technique pf bargaining 

v/ith the nat ional e l i t e . 

In addi t ion to t h i s , some i n f l u e n t i a l number of the 

upper cas te Assamese i n t e l l i g e n t s i a who v/ere not <£losely 

associated with the Asom J t i y a Hahasabha, had a lso expressed 

a deep sense of cen t r i fuga l sentiments,. 

Now i t i s c l e a r t h a t with the grov/ing demand for Pakistan 

$here developed s e p a r a t i s t urges among the var ious groups of 

people in Assam. I t may be noted t h a t nat ional sentiinent deve­

loped in the country round the democratic r igh t of se l f d e t e r ­

mination, i t give r i s e simultaneously and s ign i f i can t ly to r e ­

gional / sub-regional and e thnic sentiments based on cleavages 

of languages, region, r ace , t r i b e s and the l i k e . As such in 

•Assam the s e p a r a t i s t fee l ing found expression in two main 

contexts - narrc/zer and broader» 
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In this connection, it ic in^porrant to reiterate the 

dillemma of -che dominant Assâ îese elite in Assa'n. Originally/ 

the members of this group ca'ne to Assan fro n others of India 

during the Ahom rule; due to their education and upper caste 

status, they gradually acquired pocirion of prestige and pov;er. 

After the end of Ahom rule and the rise of British pov/er, how-

e'fier, they beca'̂ .e the dominant comnunity m Acs an. Eut after 

attaining their doninant status v^ey feared lest they should 

lose their power and posiniono 

Under the sircumstances, a vague and as yet bebulous 

centrifugal tendency developed anong the various ethnic and 

linguistic elite of Assam which '.jas, however, not sufficient 

to matericdise the dream of sovereign independent status for 

Assam for outside the Indian Union.TVie British, of course, 

would not IJiave given this option to Assam; indeed. Assail had 

only two options; either to join India or Pakistan. Of these, 

the dominant Assamese caste Hindu elite of Assam v̂ ere naturally 

intetested to remain v;ith Indiao At the same time, perhaps/ the 

new large state of India v;ould not have also allowed Assam to 

secede from the rest of the country. In addition to this, there 

were yet some other factors v/hich inevitably led to the develop­

ment of centripetal urges in Assam„ 
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In the first place, v;hile it is true that the separatist 

tendencies had been developing among the different groups of 

the province, these had not developed due to the same cause; 

the causes v/ere diverse in nature. As such, there vjas no 

common articulation of centrifugal urges among themo 

secondly, as stated earlier, v;ith the grov;th of freedom 

movement in India, a strong sense of Indian nationalism deve-

lopedo The Indi.an National Congress sought to instil a spirit 

of solidarity among the people of all parts of India by inducing 

in them a setise of common grievances and com:j)on heritage. The 

power of Indian nationalism became so strong in the twenties, 

'thirties and 'forties of this century, that it was able to 

submerge the centrifugal tendencies developed in Assamo 

Thirdly, it may. be argued that alter the partition of 

the country centripetal tendencies were strenghthened; indeed 

the emergence of Pakistan viirtvjally submerged the spparatist 

feelings among the Assamese elite. It created a new tŷ .e of 

scare among themo Surprising though it may seem, v;hile only a 

few months back they had felt so -̂ ure of their o^m strength 

and had asserted that Assam v/culd be able to defend herselfo 

they now feared that Assam would be able to defend herself, 

Assamese elite strongly believed that Pakistan v/ould be a real 

danger to Assam's integreti and, therefore, Assam needed the 

protection of a stronger India. 
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I t xs tL^je t h a t a f t e r p a r t i t i o n , A^sa'n hccanc s t r a t e ­

g i c a l l y more x-nportant than i t \ as t e f c r e . The p a r t i t i o n lade 

Assam i so la ted frcn the r e s t of the country giving h^-r one more 

in t e rna t iona l border icCo, the border of Pakistan m addi t ion 

t o the comroon to rde r with China and E^ir-na. .'hich Assan v/hich 

already had. 

Significance and releva-^ce of such t̂ e-ne m the national 

and regional context and geographical region. A Geography of 

regionalism is the main problem of a sosiety. Due to the diffe­

rent social changes m the sccisty hO'; it plays a significam: 

role on the regionalism. Geography mrends to investigate the 

complex problems of human grouping m the society from tl-̂ e 

to timeo i^eograpny i ^ 

India inherits is tnc oldest civilisation of the world. 

Popularly known as Indian Civilization, bur v^ithm this, there 

are many minor civilisation v/hich are articulated most often 

in the form of cultured ethnic or religious group» The diver­

sity of the country has further s'crengthen the autono'iiy of 

this cultural entity v/hich in other turn provide ample basis 

for the formation of a cultural region. 

This cultural region in rhe context of dcveloi^ment, 

geography v;hich stands for change and continuity acqume speci­

fic significant m v/hich t'-e sccio-cultural atiribute of the 
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society can provides required lead baclt for economic deve­

lopment» 

Here, cultural region are not intended to divide the 

country into sraaller autono-Tious entity. On the contrary it 

aimed at to achieve the national planning and development 

aims and objective by identifying the potential and possibi­

lities of a region that it can contribute in the notional 

development. 

During the time, tb.e region v.'ill be able to integrate 

itself in the development process nationaas a whole. After 

enjoying its autonomy to select the quentity and quality of 

the contribution it can make. 

Any effort apart from.the contribution of a region 

through consensus is boxond to be detrimental to both national 

integrity and development. In the recent years the experiences 

show that the centre has accquired greater power to manoeuvre 

in the affairs of the stateso As a result the states which 

are also broadly cultural region in the Indian context find 

themselves always veaulerble to Jeopar'dise their cultural 

indentitieso 
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In many cases the region have experience rise of 

seperate forces Assa'̂ i is also located in the perifer̂ '- of 

the Indian ciMlization. For a large part of its history' 

this region had maintained relative isolation fron the 

main cultural streamo Cn the one hand and also housed 

numerous cultural and ethnic croups \;ithin ito 

In ^he present context thi^ ccnmunity while accep­

ting the sovereignty of India also like to retain their 

socio-cultural autonomy- \;hich makes it iaiperative to reco­

mmends and if possible for rrulate the strategy in which a 

way the development will socikl justice and regional bala­

nce can be made. It is in this context the present agitation 

tries to exploite the possibilities by taking Assam as a 

case studyo 

The Area of study - Here the study area is the State 

Assam as a wholeo It is a pioneer state of the North Eastern 

region in India, whose econorrri' is full of potontialitieso 

Different valuable natural resource's arc within the posses­

sion of the statCo But as the nature is niggradly it never 

allov;ed Assam to flourish with it resources as the state 
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i s subject to va r i e ty of problemo 

This study area i s covered an area i s about 78/523 

sqo kuio as agains t the country'-'s t o t a l area of 3280483 sqo 

kiHo Thus the s t a t e c o n s t r i t u t e s 2o39 percent of the t o t a l 

land area of the country' AssaTi ranks 12th in respect of 

area among a l l the s t a t e population of Assam stood a t 199 

lakh as on 1st March 1961, and Assam rahks t h i r t e e n t h in 

respect of populat ion among a l l the s t a t e of the Indian 

Union Assam i s s i tua ted a t che Horth Eastern Himalayan 

slib-region of Indiao 

L i t e r a tu r e - The t op i c geography of Regionalism and 

social change in Assam i s a important reserach top ic in the 

present time,, This type of Research work not yet done by 

any other scholar t i l l ' today« A lot: of research work comp-

lea ted on Assam in d i f f e ren t f i e l d s by many scholar . But 

on Regionalism and Social Change in Assam not ye t donco So 

t h i s s i t u a t i o n can\e t o mind and i t teill be helpful in near 

future.. 

Data Base - For this research work the different 

data which are going to use are collected from the 
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statistical Hand Eock cf Assa^ 19L4. All data arc collected 

from this source but here also EC-IG data are project and 

sonne data are not avail able o Methodology' - Here to get 

the problem of regionalis"n and ho\,- social chanae took 

place in Assam different geographic factors ^ar dircuss and 

also hov; the diffcren-c resources placing a significant 

role on this. More over historical background of Assam and 

v/hat are the different conflicts took place in -3-f i c rent 

period of Histor̂ '̂  is also going to discusso The other hand 

v/hat are the different areas of atrracticn in the state 

and hov/ migration going in and also hov to form a region 

and social changes tod:' place due to these are also discuss 

to get the resulto 

,"•"' This method only going to use for this rescaich 

v/orko 

In order to facilitate the unitial study of such 

a theme follo\/in^ tentative ci">aptcrization has been made©' 

Chapter lo Introduction: 

Sihnificance and relevance of such theme m the 

national and regional context and geographical regiono 
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In this chapter effort has been made to give an 

idea the significance and objective of this type of study 

in the national and regional context and geographical 

regioHo More over here attention has been made about the' 

study of Atea including its boundarieso 

Chapter IIo The geographical milieu distribution of relief, 

resource availability and resource potentialityo 

In this chapter attention 4ias been made to give an 

idea about the boundaries of the Assam, including surrounding 

states and that are its position, v.'hat are its. area, popula­

tion, its physical features and its descriptiono Moreover, 

what are the different resources v/hich are generally found in 

Assam and hov/ it is utilised in the different parts of Assamo 

Moreover what are the different important minerals of Assam, 

what are the different forest resources are generally found 

in Assamo Assam is the frontier province of India in the 

North Eastern paet, sufrounded by other administrative units 

of region, namely Arxinachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, 

Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya, and also'by foreign countries 

like Ehetan, and Bangladesho 
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The Boundaries of Ass-am 1 ies • betv;een letitude 

28°18' and 24°Morth and longitudes 89 '̂ 56' and 97°4' East. ' 

It contain at present an area of 785 23 sq. kms. v;ith a 

total poppilation is about 199 La'̂ h in 1961 o Physiographi-

cally Assam can be divided into tv;o division, Assam plain 

and Assam hillso Assam is endov/ed v;ith vast natural resour­

ces/ v;ith considerable industrial potential offering exten­

sive appoirtunities for the establishment of a v;ide range 

of resources - based and demand based industrial unitso 

Coal Crude oil. Natural gas, lime stone etc, are the main-

resources of Assam>o More over Assam is very rich in forest 

resource also. All above mentioned resources and minerals 

are going to discuss in this chaptero 

Chapter III. Historical hackgroundo 

In this chapter attention has been made to give an 

idea the historical backgrounds of Assam and vjhat are ; 

different conflicts happened during its historyo 

The modern name of Assajn is actually of quite recent 

origino The tradition of the Ahom themselves is that the 
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present narae is derived fro-n Asana in the sense of 

unequalled or pov,crless. 

Early in thirteenth century- a band of handy hill men 

entered into the estern extremxty of \>e Brahmaputra Valleyo 

Ihese were the progenitors of the /'xhomo They rules for several 

years in Assamo Sukapha was the first Ahom Kirgo Frcm the 

thirteenth to the fifteen centuries the Ahom were ccught \\'ith 

the Nagal/ Kacharis and during seventeenth century- the history 

of Ahom was mainly the history of the Ahon Mogul conflicts/ a 

and how in 18 24 whov; British entered Assam and ruled upto 

1947/ all this things are discussed in this chaptero 

Chapter IVo Region and social pattern. Identification of 

areas of attraction and isolation and their impact on social 

patterno 

In this chapter attention ^ks been made to give an 

idea about the different religion of Assam, different tribes 

of Assam and hov/ the migration took place in different times 

and what are the areas of attraction and isolation and their 

iirpact on social pattern. 

In one sense, all the people, \.'ho live in present day 

Assam are the people of Assamo Assam is the homeland of several 
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tribes - Rabha/ Eoro^ Kachari, Karbi (Ilikir) Tiv.'a (Lalung) 

Kishing (Miri) o Eachof these has its o\;n language,, All 

these people also migrated to AssaT in long past frcn 

different direction and at different intervals of ti-neo 

More over different people fron Bangladesh migrated to 

Assam mostly for economic reasono 

The fertile land of Assam and tea garden are the 

areas of attentiono 

Immigration to Assam fron Bangladesh is going on 

and gradually they make a isolated region in different 

parts of the state they impact great influence on the 

social pattern of Assamo 

All these things are going to discuss within this 

chaptero 

Chapter V. Conclusion» 

Dangers of dislocation 

In Assam the idea of autono'n̂ ''̂  if carried too far, 

wether applied to peripheral count/es of local life or to 
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regionalism could have grave co'-ic,cunci's for the future of 

the stateo 

The risk is present in the case of rural as v;ell 

as urban regioHo The great effort of mediation among the 

collecting local interests that this requires provides 

a school in the practice of derrocracy and promotes an 

awareness of the v/eb of regionaL- interrelations in which 

each region is involved» 

Last considerations \.'hich is no less alarming, 

concerns the nature of regional autonomyo 

If the conclusions to be dra\m from our case study 

are clear with respect to applied geography they are 

equally clear concerning general theoryo The flexibility 

1 
of the idea of centre and peripheryo A deeper significande 

of the Case we have studied is that one must go beyond a 

superficial interpretationo Regionalism adopted to social 

change does not replace -che centre periphery model, used 

in this sense of levelling differences and diffusing the 

points of decision and power« 
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On the theoretical plance, it suggests a rcverssal 

that does not eliminate the difference understood in the 

opposition betv/een centre and periphery but propose to 

attribute the sense of centre to the peripher̂ j- and vice 

versao 
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C F A P 1 E R - I I 

ITIE GECGPAPHICAb KILIEU DISIF-cIEUIIOU CF RELIEF, 

RESOURCE AVAILABILITY AND RESOUFCi: PClhVTl.'^LllY 
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Chapter - I I ' 

Assan i s the f ron t i e r province of India on the 

North-Eastern pa r t surrounded by other adminis t ra t ive u n i t s 

of the region, na:v.ely, Arunachal Pradesh, Kagaland, Manipur, 

Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya and a lso by foreign count r i es 

l i k e Bhutan and Bangladesho 

The boundaries of Assam l i e betv/ecn l a t i t u d e of 

28°18' and 24° North, and longi tudes e9°46' and 97°4' Ea-st. 

I t contained at present an area of 7G,523 sq. km. 

as against the coun t ry ' s t o t a l area of 3,280,483 sqokm. 

Thus, the s t a t e c o n s t i t u t e s 2.59. percent of the t o t a l land 

area of the country. As., am ranks 12th in respect of area 
i 

among a l l the s t a t e s . 

Population of Assam stood at 199 lakhs as on 1st 

March 1981 and Assam ranks t h i r t e e n t h in respect of population 

among a l l the s t a t e s of the Indian Union. (Figo 1 i s showing 

the loca t ion of Assam ) . -J 

Assam i s s i t ua t ed at the Horth-Eastern Himalayan 

sub-region of Ind ia . Natural ly the s t a t e has mainly tv/o 

d i f f e ren t na tura l regions -
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(a) As£iam PLuins - conpricing of thr p l a i n areas 

of var ious p la in c i l s t r i c t s of Coalpa-t-a* Dl^ubrl/ IC-^krojhar/ 

Kamrup, B.ai'peta, Darrang, nagaon, S i tcagar and Lakhimpur 

d i s t r i c t s and ; 

(b) Assam H i l l s - ccnprising of United ilj.l'vir 

(pre'SQnt Kcirbl Anglong) ^nd Hortih Corhr̂ jir hlXlna (Jj'lQe 2 

i s showing the physlogtayhlc d iv i s ion af A'i;;aiii )s 

Brahmaputra i s the major r i v e r of Assam which l i n k s 

a l l the p l a in d i s t r i c t s except Cachar. 

Through the hear t of the province run the grea^ 

r i v e r ca l led in Sanskr i t the Brahmaputra or Sr i Lauhitya 

in Assam i s ca l l ed Lohit or Luito ; 

I t en te r s the Ncrth Eastern corner of Assam through 

the Mistimi h i l l s and turning nearly due V.'est, passes through 

a l l the d i s t r i c t s of North Assamo 

The River Brahmaputra i s the chief a r t e ry and high­

way of Assamo For generat ion the Assamese have v.'atered t h e i r 

f i e ld s with i t s l i f e - g i v i n g floods and drunk of i t s blessed 

water; t h e i r v/hole h i s to ry and cu l tu re are in t imate ly connec­

ted v/ith the Brahmaputra. 
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The region extends from 25°44' M to 27^55' para- ^ 

l l e l s of l a t i t u d e and fro.Ti 89^41' E to 96°02' E meridians 

of long i tudes . The val ley s t r e t c h e s for about 7 20 k i lomet res . 

in length from East to V/est and i t s v,'idth va r i e s from 130 

ki lometres in the v.-estern and cent ra l p a r t s to about 80 

ki lometres in the eas te rn extremety. Ihe va l ley i s comprised 

of 13 adminis t ra t ive d i s t r i c t s / . 26 sub-civiSicns and 108 

thanaso 

The Brahmaputra Valley is a well defined physiographic 

unit, it is alsost a monotonous level alluvial plain dotted 

with a few elevated hillock scattered along the bank of the ito 

ThSse hillocks are the outliers of the Meghalaya plateau and 

extend from Tezpur and Mikir hills of central Assam plain as 

far as Dhubri in the western extremety. To the North-East the 

lov/er ranges of the Himalayas rise abruptly fro:n the plain to 

i 

the south is the elevated plateau or rather succession of pla­

teau called the Assam Range, irregularly broken at its eastern 

and western extremeties and along its northern face, but in 

its central portion from the eastern border of the Garo hills 

to the watershed of the Dhamsird^ forming a region of tableland 

and rolling uplandso The broadest part of the valley is v/here the 

river divides the districts of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur, below 

which the isolated block of the Mikir hills on the south ):^0 

and the projections group of the delta hills to the north. 
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suddenly contrac t i t . Forty n i les I c - e r dcf/.'n i t videns out . 

At the lov;er ends of tho ^3acacn d i s t i i c t i t 3s a ain r e s t r i c ­

ted by the Khasi h i l l s / a'nonc the spurs v/hich the r i v e r ma''<;es 

i t s way t rough Guwahati. Once a':;ain i t i s al-ncst conpletcly 

shut in j u s t to the v/est of t ha t tou-n belo\; the temple cro\,'ned 

h i l l of Ailachala and Kanakh^a •> ^ere i t i s onls soT.e 800 yards 

broad. Beyond t h i s poincs, zhe h i l l s recede again and the vdllcy 

\^idens as far as Goalpara s i tua ted en a spur of the Garo h i l l s . 

Here at i t s confluence \.'ith i-he I-ianas bet\;cen the rocks of 

Jogighopa and Pagla tock i s the " Gate of Assam ". Immediately 

beyond t h i s point the val ley again '..'idens and at Dhubri f i na l ly 

open out in to the grea t d e l t a of Bengal. 

As has been pointed ouu the Eiahmaputra val ley i s a 

cornpact geographical u n i t , rhe orher important r i v e r i s Barak 

which i s flov/ing through the d i s t r i c t of Cachar. These tv;o 

major r i v e r s - Brahmaputra and Earak of v/hich has considera­

ble h i l l Catchment. During tne monsoon these r i v e r s s p i l l over 

t h e i r banks at frequent i n t e r v a l s and inandate la rge areas 

with a l l t h e i r consequencieso 

Cl imat ica l ly / Assan has mainly tv;o seasons. The 

rainy season and the cold season. The monsoon usual ly s t a r t s 

in June and l a s t u n t i l l the end of October, Rainfal l in 

Assam usual ly heavy due to i t s pecu l i a r geographical posi t ion„ 
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The annual rainfall ranges from 7C" in the plain to 250" 

or more in the Ncrth-Eastern Hills. Tl:e Kopili valley lying 

between the Khasi and Jaintia hills and Mikir hills in the 

Nagaon district is the only area v.-here the average rainfall 

is 43" and therefore may be called the driest area in the 

state. The rainfall rapidly diminishes after October and 

December is sually the dirtest period of the year throughout 

the stateo Even after the monsoon a major part of the plain 

areas remain water-logged for var^'ing periods, depending tipon 

the depth of the depression. 

The soil of Assam is generally characterised by its 

acidity. There is much acidity on the soil of the hills where-

I 

as new alluvial soils representing the lands on the river 

banks are less acidiCo These are often neutral and even alkaline. 

The phosphoric content \t the Upper Brahmaputra valley v;here 

tea is grown i§ good but it is lov; in the lower valley. Soils 

of Barak valley are not much different than that of Brahmaputra 

valley. There is high propcrtibfi of nitrogen and organic matter 

in the soil of the hill district. Acidic alluvial soils are 

suitable for cultivation of tea. Lov; land areas containing 

heavy clays and high percentage of nitrogen provide a good return 

of riceo The sandy loams above inundation level gives a good 

yield of juteo Fruit trees respond quickly in the hills areas 
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which contain heavy cl̂ .̂ys \/ith a high percentage of organic 

matter. 

Nature was kind enourh ',-hilc blessing Assam v;ith 

various natural resourceso The uotal deposit ci various 

natural resources indicates thac Assa'n is very rich in this 

respecto Natural resources m Assam includes mineral resources, 

power resources and forest resourceso 

Assam is endcv/ed './ith vast na-cural resources with 

considerable industrial potential offering extensive oppor­

tunities for the establishnent of a wide range of resource-

based and demand-based industrial unirso However, due to, 

various reasons especially, the lack of the requisite economic 

infrastructure, the state has continued to lag behind the pact 

of industrialisation in the country. Over the recent years 

more congenial and conducing environment is being created in 

the state to foster and encourage the growth of industries by 

providing increased in the infrestructural facilitieso 

Minerals are the pre-requisite to industrial progress 

as they provide the raw materials, to heavy industries like 

Engineering, Chemical and other industries. Assam being a 

leading state of the North-Eastern Region of India is well 

wed with sone of the i'nportont mineral resources. But mineral 



43 
resources of the s t a t e have net yet conplcte ly assecjred. 

These are the follo\,ing -nam Timeral resources ava i lab le 

in Assam -

Coal : - Coal i s an i i iportant mineral product in 

AsGam. Coal provides £uel to houccholds one,} m o u s t r i e s m 

Assam alongv/ith other cy-prcCucts. Coal f ie lds m As^am are 

s i tua ted at Maku-n, i l a rgar i t a , :^azire, Lankadman, J a ipu r , Leda/ 

N andu n ctCo ' iotal cool r e c e i p t s of • o-nc of Lho mnin cool 

f i e l d s xn Assam are estimated t o be 23boD mil l ion tonnes for 

Makum, 30o0 mil l ion tonnes for Di l l i-Jcy]_ura/ 2o5 mil l ion 

tonnes for Nazira and 0<,6 mil l ion tonnes for Koliajan m 

Karbi Anglong d i s t r i c t . Total pcoduction of coal m Assam 

which was 5o22 lakh tonnes m 1970, gradua]ly increased t o 
I 

5,82 lakh tonnes in 1975 a'̂ d then to 6o49 lakh tonnes in 1978o 

In 19 79-80 the production of coal m Assam comes dov;n to 5.84 

lakh tonnes and then increased to 6,45 metric tonnes m 1981. 

In 1977, total production of coal in Assam constituted 0o6 

percent of the total coal production of the country as a v/holCo 

Crude Oil :- Petroleum is the most important mine­

ral products of Assam. Total production of petroleum crude m 

Assam accounts for nearly 50% of country^'s total petroleum 

output. The amount of production of petroleum m Assam varied 

marginally between 44.7 lakh tonnes in 1977, 6o49 metric tonnes 
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in 1978 and 584 meT:ric tonnes in 1979. Total productxon 

of petroleujn then f a l l dov;n to 575 "^etric tonnes m 1980 

and then again increased to 646 netr ic tonnes m 1981. In 

1984 ^he to t a l production of x:;etroleuTi '.;as 840 ne t r i c tonnes . 

Oil depos i t s are found m Haharkatiya, horan, 

Hugrijan, Rudrasagar/ Galc'k.y,, LanKa, Nazira, Teok e tco , 

the f i r s t o i l re f inery m Assail v.'as es tab l i sncd a t Noonnati 

C near Guv;aliati ) and Ecngaiyaono Tne main products of 

these r e f i n e r i e s are p e t r o l , hign speed d i e s e l , kerosene, 

carbbn, v;ax, Naptha e t c . 

Natural Gas : - AssaTi i s well blessed by nature 

in respec t of na tura l gas.. To^al rese rves of na tura l gas in 

Assam are est imated to be 23, 600 i i i l l i on cubic metres . This 

i s ava i lab le a t Naharkatiya and rioran ateao The quent i ty of 

natural gas u t i l i s e d m Assam however, increased from 591 

mil l ion cubic netres m 1978 t o 942 mil l ion cubic metres 

in 1979. In 1980 chere v;as a f a l l in i t s u t i l i s a t i o n 

to only 455 455 mi l l ion cubic metreso And then i t s u t i l i z a ­

t ion increased t o 869 mi l l ion cubic metres m 1987 again i t 

i s f a l l down to 771 mi l l ion cubic me-cres in 1984,. Total amount 

of na tura l gas u t i l i z e d in India \.'as 1545 mil l ion cubic metres 

and then Assam's u t i l i z a t i o n of natural oas accounts for 59.8 
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percent of the total utirization in the country. Mamrup 

fertilizers plant and Marnrup Gas, Theunal ISov.'er Project 

are the main two projects using natural' gas in Assa'n. (Table 

-1 shov/ing the production of coal, crude oil and limestone 

in Assam ). 

Limestone is also an important mineral product 

of As.v.am. This used as an important rav/ materials £(5r the 

production of cemento. Limestone using in Assam are available 

at Garampani and Koihajan in the district of Karbi Anglong 

and North Cachar hills. Total ' reserves of limestones in Garam­

pani and Koihajan areas are estimated to be 78 million tonnes 

and 87 million tonnes respectively. Limestone in Assam is of 

cement grade. Total production of limestone in Assam has been 

increased from 143 thousands tonnes in 1978 to 289 thousand 

tonnes in 19 79 and then it is gradually increased to 875 thou­

sand tonnes in 1902o 

Moreover/ some other/nineral resources are also 

located in Assam which included fire clay, kaoline. Iron Ore 

etc. ( Figo3 .• shov/ing the distribution of coal, crude oil and 

natural gas of Assam ). 

Fire clay is found available in Selvetta, Kcilajan 

Namdeng and Ledo areas of Assam and their probable reserve are 

2ol0 million tonneso 
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PCacline i s a lso tound m be lve t t a and J i a g u r i 

areas and i t s reserves are esti'naLcd to ke 0,58 mil l ion tonnes. 

Iron Ore i s also fouud m Asean m the Chandardiiigs, 

Lengupara and Ku'nari areas of Coalpara d i s t r i c t / and also 

in riahim area of Kamrup dis'cricr. and i t s jnrobable reserves 

are estimated to be 17.5 -million conncso 

Thus i t IS found t h a t Assam i s qui te r icn \ / i th 

i t s depos i t s of sone oi the basic mineral resources vhich 

wi l l provide scope for i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n through f u l l e r u t i ­

l i z a t i o n of these vas t mineral r - s o u r c e s . 

Assan has i t s r ich po ten t i a l for the development 

of f o r e s t . The Upper Erah-iaputra Valley alongn'ith two h i l l 

d i s t r i c t s IS covered by evergreen f o r e s t s and the lo\;er Brah­

maputra Valley i s covered by t r o p i c a l deciduous f o r e s t s . Total 
I 

qrea covered by fo re s t s in Assam i s 28/608 sq. km. m 1978, 

which i s 36o4 percent of the t o t a l geographical area of the 

s t a t e . But reserved f o r e s t s area covers 22 percent of the t o t a l 

geographical area of the stateo Aiiiong a l l the d i s t r i c t s / Karbi 

Anglong and North Cachar h i l l s possesses h ighes t concentra t ion 

of fo re s t s in the s t a t e and i t s area c o n s t i t u t e s 40.2 percent 

of the t o t a l fo re s t area of the s t a t e . 
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lorcst provide tinl^or liKe Lai, Lansin, Jhigun, 

Karoi, Sxshu, Ganari etc. ',hxch are very nuch valuable Lor 

different construction ','orks. I'^^MS, forests provide not only 

timber but also excellent erpploy icnt opportunities to thousandsc 

Forest also provide fuel for nouseho-ds which is comparatively 

cheaper. Many people are getting their livelihood by supplying 

fuel m the form of fire v;ood f ro n forestSo 

Forests in Assa.n provides rav' niatcriol s lor vorious 

industries like Plyv-zocd industry, match mdusrry and thr paper 

industry » Timber which are required for the production of 

plywood are sufficiently available m the different forests 

m Assamo 

Forest in Assam also provide sand and stone chips 

for construction purposes which are available in plenty in 

the side of forests, streams and rivers. 

Among all wild aniials available in tne forests of 

Assam, elephant, tiger, deer, bear, one horn rhino are quite 

famous. 

Thus forests resources m Assam are providing huge 

amount of revenue to the Government» 

From the above going discussion, iL 13 clear that 

forest resources are occupying a very important place m the 
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output from fores t in Assam i s co;nposed of tirnh-er, 

fuel and some minor fores t products i.-e. bamboo, cane e t c . 

Total out - turn of timber in thousands cubic metres v;ere 44 7 

in 1973-74, 557 in 1974-75, 4SC in 1977-7S and 351 in 197S-89o 

The value of minor fores t products v;hich includes 

bamboos and cane v;as Rs. 72 lakhs in 19 70-71 than increased 

t o Rs„ 143 lakhs in 19 76-77o 

Forest in Assam has contr ibuted only Rs., 5 7 lakhs 

in 1950-51 to the revenue of Assam Government and i t s c o n t r i ­

bution rose to Rs. 966 lakhs in 1977-78, Rso 1110 lakhs in 

1978-79, Rso 1221 lakhs in 1980-81 and f ina l ly t o Rs„ 15.6 

c rores in 1981-82. 

Fores t resources are having i t s s t r a t e g i c importance 

to the economy of Assam. About 22 percent of the t o t a l land 

area of Assam i s covered v/ith reserved f o r e s t . Assam i s 

favoured with i t s south-v;estern monsoon which helped her t o 

grow various valuable t r e e s and p l a n t s . Forest in Assam i s 

composed of evergreen fo r e s t s and t rop i ca l deciduous f o r e s t s . 

This huge fo re s t s in Assam cont r ibu te i t s eccno:Tr̂ ' in many 

respec t s ( Table- 2 shov/ing the t o t a l area under fores t 

in Assam ) . 
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economy of AssaTi. There i s nuch scope for the aevclopiient of 

fo res t resources v/hich ' . / i l l prcviae scope for the develop ntnt 

of forest-based indus t r ied in Assano 

Power i s an e s s e n t i a l p r c - r e q u i s i t e for i ndus t r i a l 

develcpnnent. Assam i s generously blesoed ty nature with i t s 

huge pov/er p o t e n t i a l based on \/a.rcr. natural gas, coal and 

o i l . AssaTi alone has 2S percent of the t o t a l hydro po ten t i a l 

of the country v;hich remained under u t i l i z e d . Chandrapur 

Thermal/ Namrup Thermal and tongaigaon Ihermal power s t a t i o n s 

are the main power s t a t i o n s in Assam, 

Thus/ Assam has i t s r ich po\.'er p o t e n t i a l which s t i l l 

l a rge ly remain uncler u t i l i s e d . Insp i re of having huge amount 

of na tura l resources , the s t a t e ' s economy'- s t i l l remain la rge ly 

of na tura l resources ^ i c h are under-developed and involves 

I t s e l f into the wastage of huge quant i ty of na tura l resourceso 

Investment in Assam are mainly -cov/ards exp lo i t a t i on of r i ch 

resources v i z . / t ea , j u t e and o i l \;hich i s a r e f l e c t i o n of the 

cont inuat ion of old coloniam pa t t e rn of investment. Earring 

the s e t t i n g up of a f e r t i l i z e r s and th ree r e f m a r i e s no signiv 

f ican t u t i l i z a t i o n of natural resources has come about. Assam 

has 28 percent of the t o t a l hydro-po er po t en t i a l cf the country 

which remains under u t i l i s e d . The vast coal resources have not 
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been exploi ted/ desp i te several p o s s i b i l i t i e s for use as fev/ 

for production of coke and as base ror several chemical indus­

t r i e s . The fores t resources m Assan also under u t i l i s e d . In 

the coming future we can nope tha- d i f f e r en t na tura l rcsourceso 

Fronn the above going discu&sion, i t is c lea r t ha t 

we can come to the conduction tha t na tura l region of Assam, 

climoLc oL An-am and tnc /"sourcf of Ac '-i"i arf, d."iic.rtly or 

i n d i r e c t l y co- re la ted -with each o tner . 

The natural region are Tiostly influenced by the 

climate of Assamo Due t o the cli'nd'^ic condi t ion the tiwo natural 

regions of Assan became che attrac-ced places for the people. 

Because, climate provide necessary r a i n f a l l for c u l t i v a t i o n , 

for the growth of fo res t and a lso i t helps \vater resources of 
1 

the s t a t e . 

On the other hand, na tura l region and loca t ion of the 

s t a t e helps for t h i s type o± c l ima te . General ly, both the natu­

r a l regions and cl imate have a good re la t ione Relief and c l i n a t e 

play a very important ro l e in the-^development of d i f f e ren t r e ­

sources of the s t a t e . Mostly r e l i e f playing a sigiiii t icant ro le 

in the d i f f e r en t resources of the region. On the rugged h i l l s 

file:///vater
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regxon^ t r a n s p o r t a t i o n L a c i l i x . i e s v ; i l l be -nore d i f i x c u l t 

f o r c a r r y i n g t h e d i f f e r e n t r e s o u r c e s t o Lhe l a c t o r y . I n Assan 

mos t of t h e a r e a a r c o c c u p i e d !_, ti-ic 'nam rec j ion , so t r a n s p o r t ­

a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s > / i l l t o c a s i e r o I n u s , r e l i e f p l a y a s i g n i f i c a n t 

r o l e i n t h e s o u r c e of Assa'Ho Due t c t n e c u i t a ) I c c l i m a t i c 

c o n d i t i o n s t h e \ / o r k e r s c a n l i v e a t t''-e s i t e of t h e r e s o u r c e s . 

So c l i m a t e a l s o p l a y a r o l e on thc^ r e s o u r c e . 

As a f a c t o r r e l i e f n e l p t o d e v e l o p a c l i i a t i c r e g i o n 

and a l s o t o d e v e l o p t h e d i r f c r e n t r e s o u r c e s m •chc r e g i o n , and 

c l i m a t e a l s o p l a y a v e r y i m p o r t a n t r o l e on t h e two n a t u r a l r e g i o n s . 

Thus t h e y h e l p on t h e d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n a l i s m of t h e s t a t e . 
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C h o p t o r - I [ I 

The Tiodern nat'c of the Sta te 'Acsain' i s ac tua l ly 

of qui te recent origino I t i s connected with the sha'n inva­

ders who entered the Erah^naputra va l ley in the t e g i m i n g of 

the t h i r t e e n t h century A.Do and .vho were kno -̂'n as Ahoins. The 

t r a d i t i o n of the Ahom is ĉba-C/ the present nanc i s derived 

from 'Asana' in the sense of "unequalled" or " p e e r l e s s " . 

They say tha t t h i s was "che ter-n applied to the"n at the time 

of t h e i r invasion of the va l ley by the local t r i h c s / in 

token of t h e i r admiration of the \,'ay in v;hich the Ahom King 

f i r s t conqueredo 

However, another vdev; has been suggested the name 

(Asam) obser\''cd Baden-Pov/ell i s most probably t r aceab le 

t o the Ha-com of the lo\; or level country = In t h i s case, i t 

was the country v/hich gave i t s nai'ie to tlie people. 

Assam i s a p a r t of the country known in ancient 

times as P rag jyo t i sa . By t h i s name the country was known in 

the great ep ics , the Ramayana and the Mahabharata as well 

as in some of the p r inc ipa l puranaso 

Prag jyot i sa was a famous kingdom m ear ly t imes 

and i s ' often mentioned in the i'^iahabharata. 
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The Marhendeya purana p laces p rag jyo t i sa on the 

face of t o r to i seo I t i s a lso menL]oned in the l i s t of the 

people of tne East as given by Varahamihir m chc Brhat 

Samhita. The sajne statement are a lso found m the Hatsya 

and the Erahmanda puranas. 1'•e Ehagavata Purana to Pragjyo­

t i s a when recounting t^c story of "^Tarakao. The Kalika purana 

a v;ork of the 18th Century A.D. says " Forncrly Brahma 

staying here crea ted the s t a r s : so the c i t y i s ca l led 

Pragjyot ispura a c i t y cqUal ro the enty of India ". 

Kamarupa - I t has Lten described m the KaliT<.a 

purana tha t immediately a f t e r llaraka of Mithal la became 

King and v;as placed in charge of the goddes KaTfia îhya. The 

name of the land was changed froTi Pragjyot i sa to Kamarupa.. 

The term Kamampa syntol ised a ne\; c u l t , and m cxal cation 

of i t the land i t s e l f \/as r cch r i s t cned . The e a r l i e s t e p i -

graphic reference to ?Ca naruya i s he ever to Ic found m x-hc 

v;ell known Aliahabad incr ipt ion '^cl Sa.nudragupta \.'here Kania-

rupa i s mentioned as a f ron t i e r t e r r i t o r y . 

Thus the name of Prag jyo t i sa changed to Kamar^pa. 

The Assam val ley was a pa r t to the ancient t e r r i t o r y of Kama-

rupa. The \;hole of the North East India i s a grea t r e s e rvo i r 

of a composite populat ion derived from various c t h n o l m g u i s -

t i c backgrounds and drawn from d i f f e ren t d i r e c t i o n s a t d i f f e -

ren t timeso The four major elements of populat ion of the 
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region include the Aus t r ics , che Dravidians/ the Ar>'ans and 

the Mongoloids.. The people of d i f f e r en t e thnic o r ig in s having 

diverse soc io -cu l tu ra l backyroinds entered As-an fron d i f f e ­

r en t d i r ec t i on a t the p r e - h i s t o r i c , h i s t o r i c and recent p a s t . 

I t was probably frcn the t h i r d Tiiilenniuni E.G. t h a t the grea t 

Sino-Tibetan spea'^mg people s t a r t ed i n f i l t r a t i n g in to the 

Brahmaputra Val ley. Thus/ the population of the va l ley i s 

comprised of a l a rge number of t r i b a l groups of the Ilongoloid, 

Bodos with c e r t a i n As t ra lo ids s t r a i n s alonc\/ith the Aryan and 

the Dravidian elementSo The Assamese spe^ikmg masses of the 

area i s a populat ion group for^^ed out of the c i ' l t u ra l synthesis 

and fusion of a l l the four major elements of popxilation mentioned 

above. 

From the pre-historic tines to the 12th century A.D. 

the Brahmaputra valley \/as ruled by a number of tribal limgso 

Even, if this was a politically stable period/ there v;as influx 

of different groups of people fron the neighbouring Tibetan, 

Chinese and Burmese territories as '..'ell as from the North and 

Central Indian Kingdoms from time to timeo During this period, 

groups of people of different origin started settling in va­

rious parts of the valley, T^ere is historical evidence that 

these tribal groups did not settle down permanently m any 
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particular locality for sufficiently long -cimeo Their migra­

tion fronn one pare to another in seaich of tetter agricultu-

riil iand and suitable phycical environment can le traced 

by locating their habitional space in different period of 

timeo Thus, the history of land ocruL-ancy of this period is 

a record of evolution and diffusion of scttlcncnts of various 

groups of tribal population in most parts of the territory 

and of vast tracts of la"u laying uninhaloiLcd c 

Thus/ from the ISuh centur>' to the coming of the 

British rule in 1826 AoD., the Erahrnaputra Valley was poli-

tically unstable and v/itnessed many battles^ As a result of 

political and social instability,tbe inhabitants migrated 

from one locality to ano-chcr in search of security. The poli­

tical situation in the vslley did not permit the inhabitants 

to grow peirmanent settlement in many portions of Lhc renion» 

only in the Upper Brahmaputra Plains, where the Ahoms ruled 

for a longer period and v/hich remained relatively unaffected 

by the v;ars, set-elements could grov; under stable atmosphere. 

Further, the unique land revenue administration of the 

Ahom kings had maintained little scope for uniform growth of 

permanent settlements \.'ithin their tcrritorieso During the 
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Ahom rule the King aGsu:ned the absolute right over both land and 

its occupants. No individuals: cculd acquire ov;nership ov̂ r̂ land. 

Individuals were treated as the poss.essors of tlie land v/ithout 

any priority rightso Under that systems conmonly kncAvn as 'Fil.an 

System' of revenue administration, the occupants of the land had 

to pay the state specified manual labour or in lieu of that higher 

rate of pole tax. But, the major disadvantage of the system v;as that 

the rate of land revenue was different in different parts of the 

territoryo This was because of the fact that the revenue admini­

stration of a particular area v/as left tb the protectorate kings 

I 

or apointed officials for the area and his revenue assessment was 

final for that part of the territory. The proteEtorate king or 

Q^ppplctcd officials assessed revenue on the basis of the revenue 

he had to pay to the King. The differential rates of land revenue 

in various parts of the kingdom resulted in the migration of the 

cultivators from high rent paying areas to the lev; rent paying areas. 

The only areas of higher population concentration v;ithin the high 

rent paying areas v;ere the revenue free grant lands of the Ahom 

Kings, v;hich were corrmonly knov.'n as 'Dhormottar' ,'Debottar' and 

' Brahmo tt ar' 1and s» 

In Assam the early system of revenue administration has 

been recorded in the introduction to Assam Land and Revenue Regula­

tion as follcc.'/s :-

" Under native rvle the soil was the absolute projjerty 
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Of the sovereign and the " reyats" v;ho cu l t i va t ed i t were themselves 

more l i k e serf than fteerran. The vhole population \;as divided in to 

' k h a l s ' of from 1000 to 5000 persons and these again \;ere sub­

divided in to ' go t s ' o Each ' g o t s ' contained th ree or four 'Fa iks ' 

or ' r a y a t s ' and one Paiks of eech got \\as bound to render personal 

service trhoughout the year to Lhc haja or to so ^c oi U'O ofJ icc r s 

of the StatSo In r e tu rn each member of rhe ' go t ' \;as Ql]o\;ed tv;o 

' pu r se ' (nearly th ree acres) of r i ce land or ' guamat i ' , free of 

r e n t the two 'Pa ik s ' who remained at Horn c u l t i v a t i n g not only t h e i r 

ov/n shares but a lso t h a t of the th±rd member of the ' g o t ' , whose 

turn i t was to give h i s labour to the s"cateo Each 'Paik ' was a l l o ­

wed a pcice of land for h i s house and garden for v.'hich he paid one 

rupee annually as house pol l cr hearth t a x . If a ''i.̂ ai''̂  ' c u l t i v a t e d 

any r i c e land in excess of h i s tvo ' p u r s e ' , he was assessed on i t 

a t the r a t e of one rupee per pura. The non-cul t ive t ing sect ion of 

the community paid a higher rax:e of pol l tax and 'Pan' c u l t i v a t o r s 

(persons taking up land for temporairy c u l t i v a t i o n at a d is tance from 

t h e i r permanent holdings ) a tax on -chcir ploughs whiDe the h i l l 

t r i b e s were mulcted in a hoe-tax on t h e i r cotton cu l t i vn t i on" 

(page, l i v ) . 

According t o h i s t o r i a n Gai t , Cuargadeo Godadhar Gmgha 

introduced land measuremento Godadhar Singha came to kno\; about 
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tha t the P.So Syste-n preventer future enhancement of revenue. 

There was also intense rack rcntinc^ ' h xch par^-onrcd peasantry 

r e s u l t i n g shrinkage of markets for-^Entish goods. Though reasons 

v/ere not rec rded, the then Br i t i sh ed i i in i s t ra t ion according t o 

in t roduct ion to A.L.RoR. (page ( Iv i ) thought t h a t "m every ^;ay 

a preferable course t o give the actual occupant of the soil as 

secure a tenure as can ire conferred upon, hi-! cubjcct to the pay­

ment of revenue t o the Govt, at r a t e s fixed for long per iods , and 

to preserve a c l e a r distinc-cion betv.'een x.he r i g h t and ob l iga t ions 

of proprietor]phip and the du t i e s of f i s ca l and of f ic ia ] adminis t ra­

t ion" o The then Lieutenant Governor of Pengal held a conference 

with the Ecard of Revenue and ii, "r'as decided av^ongst o thers t h a t 

(a) term of set t lement should o rd ina r i ly be IC yea r s ; (b) s e t t l e ­

ment was to be made v;ith the occupants c u l t i v a t o r s ; (c) Rate of 

assessment to be fixed for term of sett]ernent and l i a b l e for en­

hancement; (d) permanent holdings '.'cre h e r i t a b l e and t r ans fe rab le 

and (e) lands brought under c u l t i v a t i o n during the cyrjency of a 

set t lement were t o be assessed year by year but the h e r i t a b l e and 

t r ans fe rab l e t i t l e was t o be conferred u n t i l next settlemento I t 

was on t h i s ba s i s the Commissioner of Assam then drc;; up a set up 

of Rules known as Sett lement Rules of 16 70 by dec la r ing Revenue 

Officers to be the CoTrnissioner, nouzuadars L Mandals. The Mouzuadars 

were required to record -che r e r u l t of h i s measurement in a f i e ld 
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land measure^nent syste"! f r c i the Moharrr'adans \ hen ' c came m t h e i r 

contact whi] e he uac forced to leave b^s kingdoii -ccnporarily. After 

becoming Lhc Kxnu again Gad^'dhai 3i'"^c,'ia leciuiLccl .O-IVCJOLC i KJIH 

Bengal and Coch-Eehar and ordered survey of land \vhich v;as completed 

a f t e r h i s death. 

In AssaTi, there '/ere also c i a s s i f i c n t i o n of land accor­

ding to I t s u^e. 'ihe c l a s s i f i c a t i o n vere - s f o l l c s : 

lo Rvipit ( r i ce 1 ^nd ; 

2. Far inghat i ( high land ) 

3. Kathiya t o l l ( land for r a i s i ng seedl i^os) 

4o Bao Toll ( land f i t for deep \%ater paddy ) 

So Bengena t o l l ( land for r a i s i ng crops of b r i n j a l s ) 

6. Eari or Bhi t i ( "o-estGad land ) 

7o Habi ( Forest la-^c ) 

8. Dal am ( marsni lai^d vfith dal grass ) 

9 . Bakari ( open v;aste land ) 

10. Bil ( f ishing -waters )o 

VJaste land not s e t t l e d with anybody were t r a t e d as 

'Ubar ' . The above c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i s s t i l l being follo\;ed with 

CGirtain modificationo 

By the time Assai Valley came under Br i t i sh r u l e , the 

demir i t s and other pern ic ious e f f ec t s of t^c pcrTancntly s e t t l e d 

systems surfaced and because c£ these Zamindar^ system remained 

confined t o Goalpara and Sylhet d i s t . r i c t s only. Ihe demen t s was 

file:///vhich
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Regis ter ( Chitha ) fro-n 'bic^ a-̂  abri-ract (K^atian) and a 

revenue rol3 ( Janaba'^dz ) 'crc prepared. Apart f ro n there , 

o ther concessional grants lx'<:e Free si'^ple g ran t s , Leace held 

grants of 1G54 v/ere there namlj to ercoura'::e the L' a indus t ry . 

I t was c l ea r ly s t a t e in A.L.I .R. i,hat " for nearly a century' 

a f t e r the discovery of t ea m Aosam m 10 26, i t \^as the policy 

of Govt, to encourage the opening out cf x. ĉ sparsely j.)opulated 

t r a c t s of tlic s t a t e by the offer of la"^d spec ia l ly favourable 

te rms" . The t o t a l geographical area oi the pic sent s t a t e of Assam 

i s 78,523 sqol'inc of which 63,301 sqokno are m 14 p la in d i s t r i c t s 

and 15,222 sq.kTi. are in tv;o autonomous H i l l s D i s t i i c t . The t o t a l 

populat ion according t o 19 71 Census i s 146.25 lal:hs of ^ hich t o t a l 

work force i s 40,88,493 and 22,83,698 \/ere c u l t i v a t o r s and the re 

s t r 4,05,440 ag r i cu l t u r a l labourerso 7-iCcorQing t o 1971 Census 

the new sov/n area i s about 22 le^'h hec ta res ar̂ d 1,79,000 hec ta re s 

are under t ea and 1,20,000 hec ta res are under ju tc cu l t iva t iono 

The general charac te r of the set t lement m Assan XJSS 

'Ryatwari ' m the sense tnac tne p r inc ip l e airncd a t i s that of 

deal ing d i r e c t l y with actual occupants x;ithout the in-uervention 

of any middlenan or land lo rds a-̂ d be t ' ccn th<- s e t t l e r s and Govt„, 

in a l l the d i s t r i c t s except Goalpara ^nd Karimjanj, tenporary s e t t l e -

men-c/Jas igitroduced and the set t lement of land \;as made by grant ing 

annual lease or pe r iod ic lease \.''->ich \.cie o rd ina r i l y val id from 



65 

one sertle-nont operat ion t o -'ext se t r loncn t opera t ion . Pr io r to 

abo l i t ion of Za^ni-^dari in c'nc d i s t r i c t uf Goalpara and Karimjanj 

the e s t a t e s v;ere s e t t l e d under u'ne provis ions of t.ic Icngal Dece­

nnial Settlenacni: Regulation of 179 3 - i c'p Lhc pcr<;ons '''no<'n as pro­

p r i e t o r s having s3.'^e r i g h t s abd oblicG\,ions of the Zariindars of 

Bengalo The r i g h t s of the proprie-cor? i . c , 3anindar i s and otlx r 

big tenures holders have Lccn since aci^uircd and Ih'- oisL'/hilc 

t enan t s of the Za~iindars and tenure holders are no" holding t h e i r 

land d i r e c t l y under Govto '.d th x.he s t a t u s of land holder under 

A.L.RoRo The Assam land and Revenue Act, 1886 ( Regulation I of 

1886 ) r egu la tes and governs che land revenue adTimictrat ion and the 

terms and condicicns of seri.le~€nto 

The land refor^is p o l i c i e s of oost-indepcndcncc pr i iod 

were mainly the p o l i c i e s of the Congrc ss party on \ Hich tnc impor­

t an t imprint of mass move ~ient often led by l e f t s >.ere also t h e r e . 

There i s the d e t a i l s of rhe pbiicy formanon fnrs t under Dro Rajen-

dra Prasad and l a t e r under J . C . Kamarappa have been discus'-fid in 

the Report (Vol,XV) of the Mational CoTsrission on Agricul ture in 1976o 

Immediately, a f t e r enactrrent of the l e g i s l a t i o n the land­

lo rds launched big offensive both aga ins t the l a " ans the t enan t s 
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resorting to large scale eviction of .Thiers- The Act was amended 

in 1974 by incorporating a nev; section vis,, Zec^ 5 4 A v.'hich 

conferred pov/ers upon the Krvenue Of:f icca's to re- store pos.-̂ ession 

to illegally evicted tenants on applicationo As regards implemen­

tation, the Rules were fra:T;ed in 19 72 and immediately thereafter an 

operation to operate and prepare the records of rights oi trie tenants 

v;as launched in all the plains district. After tardy progress,the 

recording of tenants received a big push during emer-; ency and as a 

result 3,02,471 persons have been recorded as tenants ;„ 

In Assam, Govto v/aste land, P.G.Rs, V.G.Rs and Forests 

lands are opened from time to time for offering settlement by adop­

ting policies. It was found that the-settlement policies of 193g, 

1942, 1943, 1945 (2 policies), 1950, 1958 and 1968 laid dovm' inter-

alia the policies and quantum of land for individual settlement 

But the settlement policy of 1972 stopped individual settlement and 

laid dovm the principles of collective use of land by forming 

Agricultural Farming Corporation,/ui Act viz. the Assaji Agricultural 

Farming Corporations Act, 1973 v/as enacted with a vicv; to establi­

shing and working of Agricultural Farming Corporations by enlis­

ting landless cultivators as share holders in a Corporate body. 

About 3 4' Farming Corporations have been established on Govto khas 
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land but r e s u l t s are not yet encouragingo The experinent i s a 

welcome 'ncacure ar- ovai labi l iLy c l 1 and i^ fast diinini-,hin/j in 

the face of ever increas ing nix̂ iaber of l and less ac j r i cu l tu r i s t s 

in Assam v;here industry did not develop to absorb a par t of the 

populat ion for gainful ernployT'ento 

In Assa'̂ n any independ>~nt c r i t i c a l rc-vic\; of the progress 

of land reforns enactments a-̂ d oth^ r la'.'s "as not Iccn atte"'i)tcd 

by any non-off ic ia l with indept s tudy.All such at tempts had to re ly 

on o f f i c i a l version of f ac t s and f i gu re s . I t can be inferred t h a t 

achievements on the whole may not be impressive but a l l the e f f o r t s 

succeeded in abo l i t ion of in te r -media r i e s to a great extent and 

amounting an a t tack to break the landlord- tenant nexuso 

As already s t a t e the econc"f7 of Assam i s rura l and v;iLh-

out developing the a g r i c u l t u r e , the progress of Assan i s not 

poss ib le o There i s vas t mineral resources , but Lhc p o t e n t i a l i t y 

of agr icu l tu re os equal ly v a s t . I t i s absolutely neces-rary to have 

an in tegra ted improved under one organisa t ion for land, land refor'TiS/ 

improved a g r i c u l t u r a l technique, i r r i g a t i o n and f l i; of c r e d i t . Past 

experience has shown t h a t a l l the placeneal e f f o r t s did not succeed 

t o l i f t rhe economy out of stagnation» 



68 
Another mpor t an t fac tor cauc-ng migration of people 

from the f ron t i e r areas of the AS'CQTI V3] ley adjacent Lo the h i l l s 

t h a t soTie \7arlike h i l l t r i t e s l i v i n g m the "im?layan f o o t h i l l s 

such as the Nagas in Lhe south and tne ^̂a shis, the Ad i s and the 

Bhutias in the north used t o c o l l e c t 'posa ' or local tax from Lhe 

se t t lements s i tua ted along tl^e ' d u a l s ' . Such tax claimed by the h i l l 

t r i b e s exis ted during the ru l e s of a l l the e a r l i e r Kings, lhe 'posa ' 

included specif ied ainount of paddy, c lothc/ coTriec etc „ even during 

the B r i t i s h rulcp the then admmis t ra r ive had t o agree t o pay qui t 

r e n t s to such h i l l t r i b e s to stop t^c p r a t t i c e of co l l ec t i ng such 

taxes from the se t t lements s i tua ted along the duarc . Over and above 

the h i l l t r i b e s frequently raided neighbouring se t t lements s i tua ted 

in the valleyo Thus, the uneven grov.'th and d i s t r i b u t i o n of s e t t l e ­

ments and the frequent migration ol people from one par t oi the val ley 

t o another o r io r to the follox/inc causes -

( i ) Social insecur i ty created by t 'n successive b a t t l e s 

t h a t took place among -chc neighbouring p o l i t i c a l 

pov/ers in and around the region since the dawn of 

the t h i r t e e n t h century; 

( i i ) frequent inoasion of the area by the Mughals 

and the Burmese during the six hundred years p r i o r 
( 

t o the B r i t i s h ru le and the r a id s and to r tu red 

lashed out by the invaders over t>ie cofnmon ' 

people ; 

file:///7arlike
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(iii) the 'Pose' being an additional burden to the 

inhabitants living in the peripheral tracts of 

the valley restricted the grov;th the settlements 

in such areas; 

(iv) the frequent raids of the hill tribes in the 

settlements around the duars; and, 

(v) differential rates of lend revenue imposed by 

the Ahom jrules on the occupants living in the 

different parts of their territoryo 

At the time v.'hen the British took possession of the 

region/ the Assam Valley v.'as very thinly popu] aLed with vazt. 

tracts of v;aste land laying uninhabited. There v.'ere higher 

concentration of population and fairly high growth of settle­

ments in the south bank plain of the Brahmaputra in comparison 

to the North bank plain. Also in and around the temple sites 

all over the 'sralley, there v/ere higher concentration of both 

population and settlements because of the location of revenue 

free grant lands of the Ahom Kings in such places. At that 

time/ there was a common practice among the cultivators that 

they cultivated over any particular plot of land for tv;o or 

three years and then abandoned the plot and selected a nev; 

one. This practice created problems in the revenue administra­

tion of the British Government. The initial steps taken by 

the British administration in the settlement of land during 

the period 18 26-1886 AoDo v;ere ;- .,• 
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( i ) Abolit ion of the Fai'kan sysceti of revenue admini­

s t r a t i o n ; 

( i i ) f ixa t ion of land revenue on the ba^is of land 

produc t iv i ty and classif ica-^ion cf land based on 

u t i l i t y and f e r t i l i t y ; 

( i i i ) prevention cf black-nail mg by t^ir h i l l i,ribcs 

over the c u l t i v a r o r s s e t t l e d m the perijoheral 

areas of tne val ley and of the harras'^'-"cnt over 

the cultiva-cors by the Revenue Off icers ; 

( iv) i n s t i t u t i o n of simple pe r iod ic lease system of land 

occupancy to f a c i l i t a t e the gro\. Lh of permanent 

se t t l emen t s ; 

(v) i-oposition of p a r t i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s over the ear ­

l i e r p rac t i ce of frc'-fucnr change of cu l t i vab le 

p l o t s by the cul-civators; and, 

(vi) l eas ing out the cu l t i vab l e \ 'aste lands for t e a 

p l a n t a t i o n s under l i b e r a l rerTis and condi t ions of 

the Free-Simple Rules of 1854o 

Through a l i b e r a l form of revenue admin,s t ra t ion and 

the c rea t ion of a s t ab le socio-economic atmosphere, the E r i t i sh 

r u l e r s v;ould provide a congenial environment for a steady giO',th 

of permanent se t t lements in the whole of tnc Assam.. 

Simply the above going discus<=iGn about the H i s t o r i -

'~'±al Background of Assam, 
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C H A P T E R - I V 

REGIONS 7vtTD S C C I / J ^ FAT- iERn , I D E T r n F I C A l I O N OF 

AREAS OF ATTRACTION AI\D I S C L A ' I I C N A'lD I I T A C T CH SOCIAL F A T J E R N . 
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Huagn activity are determined by social structure 

of the people. Social environment and social structure of the 

people influenced the level of econoJaic activities and grov;th 

of economic organisations etc. There are some peculiarities' 

in the behaviour, customs and traditions and social ii^jstitutions 

of every nation or any section thereofo 

Similarly/ population of Assam is composed of hete­

rogenous elements of different races, castes, languages and 

cultureso This diversity led to the growth of diverse social 

institutionso In the past, caste- system played a significant 

role and still plays important role in the determination of 

economic activities of the people of the stateo In Assam .nany 

castes haî e grov.'n largely due to the influence of the non-Aryan 

populatioHo Joint family system, which \vas very popular among 

the people of the state^ started declining its pô jul artty v/ith 

the grov^th of industries and disintegration of the old feudal 

I 
system. 

There are different types of tribal population in 

Assam and they maintain different languages and different faithso 

Every tribe has its own peculiarities and peculiar social insti-

tutionso Wcv/adays/ it is observed that the old type of static 
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s o c i e t y i s l a s t d i s i n t e g r a t i n g m Assan \/iiic!) h a s an 2'n^^ortanL 

i n f l u e n c e m d e t e r r r a n i n g l i f e a "id s 'aj.e of t n e econcn^ of t h e 

p e o p l e of t h e s t a t e » 

AREAS CF ATTRaCTION : 

The i ' l m i g r a t i o n and mir r a t i o n genera l l ' : , t c c k p l a c e 

due t o some a t t r a c t i o n of a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , 

we can say t h a t t h e r e a r e -"any a r e a s of a t t r a c t i o n i n As-a'^^i. 

They a r e -

1. The f e r t i l e land of Ass a'-, 

2. Tea Garden 

I.nnigration x.o AssaTi f ro n E?nc'ladesh i s going on 

unabated since trie beginning of tne present century. The f e r t i l e 

land of Assam a t t r a c t e d the East Lengali farmers ( rpostly 

Mulsims )o Immigration s t a r t e d . F i r s t l y , they es tab l i shed 

set t lements in Goalpara d i s t r i c t mostly in tne char land and 

reserved fo re s t s and then tanned out li'kie bees to o ther p a r t s 

of the s t a t e and gradually they 'r̂ ade â "! i so la ted regions in 

d i f f e r en t p a r t s of the s t a t e , ihey impact grcar influence on 

the socia l patitern of Assa^^o 

Assam witnessed a scraes oi iTiigraLion m the 'oodcrn 

t ime. Reference has already been nade t o the labourers m the t e a 
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gardeno with the opening oZ th-- tea garden m -che tecinmng of 

the second half of the last centi-.ri-, laKourcic to \;ork m -chc 

gardens v/ere brougat from Sihar, Criisa, Kadhyo Pradesh etc. 'Ihe 

nuTiber went on increasing till 19 41.. Lven t'-en in natural course 

their nuiiber increasedo Kany labourers left too tea gaidenr. 

and settled dc/n as farmers in Govern icnt v.-.stelanC? or i_.lot 

provided by the garden authorityo Ihey are lefr-rred to as cx-tea 

garden workerso In Assam, they are regarded as forming one unit, 

gradually they started their culture, and invited their friends 

to the tea garden to join en a labourer ond they fcr-ned another 

isolated region \}hxch are generally found m lipper Assa'"n areas, 

and thus they influenced the social pattern of Assa'/To 

In Recent years, a large nu Tiber of people from other 

parts of India having different ethnic identities have cone to 

Assam to settle permanently. This includes people of various 

linguistic and cultural groups. liox'cover, many Nepal is liave also 

come from the neighbouring counLri^, ''"epal. Ilany of tlio Ijepalis 

have adopted Assamese as their mother tongue and hence they are 

not included under Nepali. Most of the ilepalis came to Assam 

as livestock farmers mostly cattle and buffaloes but later on 

they took up farming of land also as a profession and gradually 

became permar ent settlerso 
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I'lOreovcr, the u i f i e r e n c -Lrita] ';]roups \ h i c n arc £cund 

g e n e r a l l y l i k e t o l i v e in h i l l y r e g i o u . So they a i e g e n e r a l l y 

found in Lho d i . i l /c icn t hi.11y r r r j ion ' '>i th'- --LnLf . Ln i.li' oLhc r 

hand/ the c l i m a t e cf Assa'n i s very GuitoLlc for l i v i n g and a l s o 

fo r c u l t i v a t i o n o Then they a i e a t t r a c t e d t o toe /vTca'n and g r a d u a l l y 

became permanent settlers» 

So (̂îoTi the above going discussion, I"L IG cl^ar that 

different people attracted ty t>~'e fertile valley of Assam and 

by the tea gardens of Assa^n â -d fanallj by the ̂ -1 iinai;e of Assamo' 

Gradually they developed t ieir culture LH. the dilxertnt 

regions,nialse an isolated regions and thus they impact on the social 

pattern of Assamo 

In one sense, all t ̂se people v.ho live in present day 

Assam are the people of Assamo Eur in fact uhen one talks or the 

people efeAssam all such people are not included. Usually by'the 

"people of Assam" is meant the people \.'hose mother tongue is 

Assamese and the indigenous tribal inhabitants cf this part of 

the country. 

In Assam itself certain larguages evolved and developed 

to attain specific form v/ith regards re diifcrenr aspects. 'Ihcsc 

file:///hicn
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are the local languages spoken outs ide Assam/ but these are 

typ ica l of Assa.'rio The present day Assf-imese people a t the time 

of t h e i r migration to Assa:n v/erc net known as the Assamese, 

t h e i r languages v;as also not the Assa'tiese of the modern form l i k e 

other elements of c u l t u r e , the languages one of the most impor­

t a n t components a lso changes v.-ith t ime, 'ihc Arsamesc- i s an 

Indo-Arvan language and i t :':as i t s root in the Sanskr i t . The 

languages I'lad to pass through d i f fe ren t s tages of dcvcloijment 

in d i f f e r en t times to assume i t s present form. This t ransformation 

took place in Assam i t s e l f and t!:e language came to be kno\.7n as 

Asomiya in t h i s par t of India , v.'hich i s ca l led Assam,, This lang­

uage of Assam i s the language which, has been spclcen t i l l today» 

Therefore, the people whose mother tongue i s Assamese, form of 

the people of Assamo 

Assam i s the homeland of several t r i b e s - Rabha, Eodo, 

Kachari, Karbi (Mikir) , Tiv/a (Lalung), Wishing (Miri) e t c . Each 

of these has i t s cv̂ n language. 
i 

These people are also migrated to Assam in long part 

from different direction and.at different intervals of timCo Per­

haps at that tim.e they were not called by their respective names 

mentioned aboveo They had their cv;n culture including language 

• / 
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and physical charac-cer is t ies \;her they corno to AG''-a'Ti» Dut m 

course of time on account of varj.ou'^ f j c t o i s cliangcc Looic place 

in d i f f e ren t a spec t s . Vvhatever might t e x.he root of t h e i r l ang­

uages, the langunqe'^ tna t I'v-y [̂-r ak torlny aj'~unTl Ihr.ir pre '-cnt 

forms in Assam i t se l f= Hence the speakers of these languages a ie 

undoubtedly a par t of the people of As same 

The d i f f e r en t t ea garden l a t o u r s aJ so a p a r t of tne 

people of Assa., In t h i s regard \'e give a quote fro a t c book, 

" The Savaras of Moncotta" (rCar 1981 ) . 

As regards t h e i r languages for cormunication, the inajo-

r i t y of the people have been found to be b i - l m g u a l . Amongst 

themselves/ they used a medium v.'hich i s a mixture of Hindi and 

t h e i r own d i a l e c t s , v;hile u'lth the loca l people x,hey speak bpoken 

and t r i b a l ized Assamese ( char Eagichar AhoTiia i . e . Tea Garden 

Assamese ) . The majority of the people ^ave been l ivir .g here for 

generat ions t oge t t he r have never been spoken t h e i r d i a l e c t as the 

means of communication v/ith the fe l lou members. Consequently, most 

of then have forgot ten the s^me - i t can be s ta ted t h a t a ncv; 

l ingua-franca/ \.'ith a mixed but never the less independent bas ic 

s t ruc tu re has emerged among the tne people in the present socia l 

contexto 

If we accept thai: t h i s s i t u a t i o n p ro j ec t s the t rue 

l i n g u i s t i c pictture of the rea garden o'̂ d ex- tea garden labourers 
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than according to our de f in i r i on unquest ional ly/ they forii a 

sect ion of rhe people of Assam, As a matter cf fact --uitc 

a l a rge number of them have accepted Assamese as - f c i r ] anguages. 

In t h e i r v/ay of l i f e toO/ some of t-seiu are undis t inguishable 

from the local Assamese peopleo This secrion has became inse ­

parable p a r t of the Assanese speaking Assaufcse„ 

In t h i s context , another population comes to the 

p i c t u r e . Mostly because ci economic rcaron, they ca^'ic t o A'-:;aiii 

from ers twhi le Last Bengal C present Lang} arJesh ) more p a r t i c u l a r l y 

from Mymensingh d i s t r i c t . In the course of time they are on the 

way t o become pa r t of the people cf Assam,, Some of them have 

already become so. 

In addi t ion t o these , people of Assam, several other 

populat ion also l i v e in Assamo Assam i s a s t a t e of India , t h e r e ­

fore , i t i s qui te natural t h a t in Assam -chere wi l l be ce r t a in 

population which have come in d i f f e r en t t imes from d i f f e ren t parti , 

of Ind ia . They migrated to Assam mostly for eeonomic reasons . 

This so r t of migration s t a r t ed mainly with the coming of the B r i ­

t i s h a f t e r the f a l l of the /thorn r u l e . Some of them have (fome 

Assamese and many of them have been/-Assamized. 

These people are pa r t and parcel of the Assamese, soc ie ty . 

Other, hov/ever, are maintained t h e i r cv.'n soc io -cu l tu ra l i d e n t i t i e s . 
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The other division include t\;o catecories of vê Jplf'-

One is in Assa'n for its o-./n economic 1 enefito The incmLers of 

this category arc vast concerned \.'ith Apca'Ti's intcrf at en long 

as they are not directly affected. They have their second foot 

in their respective home states. In tine of crisis in Assam 

they can leave their homsteads at any rnoment. This ^sy affect 

their economy to a certain extent, but not vitally. Tnercfcre, 

this section of people could !• ave As? an v^ithout any second. 

Though during the last Chinese agression. 

The nu'.iber of second cauegoxy though thcy have no 

second footing in their ov/n states are in Assam physically but 

their mind and soul are in uheir cvn state. Tney Know more about 

their own state than of Assam. They have never tried to be ac­

quainted v.'ith the Assainese v/ay of life, not to speak of accep­

ting, follov/ing or even participatimg in ito They are always 

guided by the so called leader of their ov:n state. Ascam has not 

been benefited in any v/ay by the presence of these people. On the 

other hand, sometime they do not hesitate to v/crk against the 

interest of Assam, in this conrext, it should clearly be stated 

that the employees of various organisations \'ho are temporarily 

posted in Assam have net been taken intc account j.n this discussion, 

AccOLding to the 1971 census, '?1<.04 percent of the 

people of As.-̂ am are Hindu. The I-iuslim ccnsritut'- 24oC3 percent 
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percent of the total population. The Christian, Silch, Buddhist 

and Jain 4.46 percent/ 0,08 percent, Oo3c percent and 0,G9 

percent respectivelyo One is yet to knov/v/hat the prcseiit 

position iso 

In some cf the districts of Upijer. Assam, there are 

certain small population v/hich v.-e called Euddhist by religion. 

They are the Khanryang, Alton, Tai, Fhake, Turuno, Duania etc., 

living in small areas surrounded by people of other religicnso 

They are faithfully follov/ing their o-wn religionso 

The Sikh include tv/o categories, one is the Punjab Sikhs 

who come in recent years for various purposes and the other the 

Assamese Sikhs. The majority of the As.samese Sikhs are concentra­

ted in a village called Borkala in Nagacn district, iiome of them 

are lived in Darrang district also. They are the descendants of 

those Sikh soldiers who came from Punjab to help one of the Ahom 

rulers to fight against the Burmese invaderso After the v.'ar many 

soldiers preferred to settle in Assam permanently. Tiiey married 

local girls and in due course one religious coirmunity came into 

beingo 

• / 

History tells that Assam caMie into beir̂ g contact v;ith 

the Muslim for the first time in the early part of the thirteenth 

century when Muhammad Bin Eakhtiyar Khilji, a Muslim general of 
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Kutub-uddin led a Turkish arm '̂ to t h i s region. Follc'. 'ing hiti 

on several occasions ocher Muslim invaders ca'ne to Assam. Every 

time they were defeated,, I t may perhaps te assumed that a ±cw 

muslim so ld i e r s p re fe r red to l i v e in Assam instead of going 

back with t h e i r defeated leaderso 

Many loca l people vjere cc^vertrd to I s l m because 

of h i s unfluencco Mov/ever, many conversion general ly took 

place through marriage, because the Muslim soldJers did not 

br ing t h e i r v/ives with them and hence they had t o marr^' 

loca l g i r l s . Again the Ahom kings encouraged c e r t a i n Muslin 

a r t i s a n s famil ies to migrate t o Assam to take par t in d i f f e r ­

ent^ a c t i v i t i e s . Thus, there were slo\; incorporat ion of 

Muilim into Assam in small numbers over a long period of 

timeo At various soc io -cu l tu ra l l e v e l s the Ass^imose Hindus ' 

and Muslims i n t e r a c t freelyo Many, soc ic -cu l tu ra l elements 

more p a r t i c u l a r l y a t folk leve l of the Assamese Hindus and 

Muslims are very similaro 

C h r i s t i a n i t y spread with the coming of the Br i t i sh 

and American missionarieso Hov/ever, i t i s mostly confined t o 

the t r i b a l people more p a r t i c u l a r l y the h i l l tr i tocs nov; 

inhabiting, the adjoining s ta teso Most of the Assam t r i b e . 
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more p a r t i c u l a x l y t n e h i l l t r i b e s no-: i n h a b i t i n g t h e a d j o i n i n g 

s t a t e s o Most of t h e Asssam t r i b e , i - i a m c u l a r l y t h e p l a i n s 

a r e Hindu t h o u g h many of t lern p r a c t i c i n g t h e i r ovn r e l i g i o n o 

Many of t h e Assam t r i b e s , ^'ho b e l o n g t o T i b c t o - E u r m a n 

l i n g u i s t i c f a m i l y s t i l l s c e a k t h e i r o\-n r e s p e c t i v e l a n g u a g e s 

of t h a t l a n g u a g e f a m i l y . O t h e r s have f o r g o t t e n t h e i r o\'n ' '^la-

l ^ c t s and have a c c e p t e d Assamese a s r i i c i r morbbr t c n g u c o 

Look ing a t from a d i f f e r e n t a n g l e , t h e p e o p l e c f 

Assam c a n be d i v i d e d i n t o t\.'o b r o a d c a t e g o r i e s , t r i b a l and n o n -

t r i b a l o The g o v e r n m e n t Ijas g i v e n a l i s t of S c h e d u l e d t r i b e s 

( The s c h e d u l e d C a s t e s and S c h e d u l e d T r i b e s o r d e r e d (Amendments) 

A c t , 1 9 7 6 . ( No. 108 of 1976 d a r e d t l ie ' 8 t h S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 7 6 ) . 

C e n s u s of I n d i a . And t h e s t a r e of Acsam e x c l u d i n g t h e a u t o n o ­

mous d i s t r i c t s o 

1 . Barman i n C a c h a r ; 

2 . B o r o , B o r k a c h a r i 

3 . D e o r i 

4 . H a j a i 

5 . Ka.tJ^ari , Sonowal / 

6o L a l u n g 

7 . Mech 

8o I- l i r i 

9 . Rabha 
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The Kachari are d i s t r i b u t e d almost a l l c^ver the 

stateo They have several sub-d iv i s ions . One i s the Diinasa/ 

who are a h i l l people and are concenti a f d in the North Cocliar 

h i l l s . The Sono\/al, Thengsil and Tharua are .net v;ithin Upper 

Assaaio The Kacharis of Ic.-'er and middle Assam are very oCten 

older referred to as the Eoro-Kachari or Eoroo 

Ihe Rabhas are mostly •net i.-itl^in Lo\.-er A^camo Ihey 

too have several sub-divis ion, the main three brine; the Pa t i / 

Rangdani and the Maitorio Tne Mishings ( Miri) and tl"»e Deorios 

inhabi t some p a r t s of Upper Assari. The Tiwas ( Lalung ) are 

mostly confined to Middle Assamp v^here the Hajais a lso livCo 

The Meches mostly l i v e in Lov.-er Assamo 

some Garo set t lement are found in Assam, though Garo 

homeland in the Garo h i l l s of Meghalayao The Sar)e i s t rue of the 

Khasi and the a l l i e d popula'cion. I-'Jagaland i s the s t a t e of the 

Nagas but some of them are met wi thin A'-san a l s o . The 'Man' 

se t t lement are mostly found in the Garo h i l l s . The Kuki t r i b e s 

and the Hmars l i v e in the sou-chern h i l l y regions of the sfeatCo 

The Karbi are mostly concentrated in Karbi Anglong, though many 

of them are sca t te red in some p a r t s of the p la in region p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y in middle and lower Assara. 
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Beside-S/ the ASGâ 'o t r i b e c v;hich are of Mongoloid 

o r ig in , some other Mongoloid populat ion, not included under 

sbheduled t r i b e s , a lso l i ve in d i f f e ren t p a r t s of the Aŝ a'Ti 

in l a rge nunbers/ for exa'rn.ile, the Ahc-ns, Chutiyac, lioran 

and small Buddhist popula'^ion li"-:£ -chc Tai, Fhelc, Ai-con, Turung 

and DuaTiia. The Kcches are also considered -co be of i:i,.ngolcid 

o r i g i n . Many or these are included under other back-.'ord clasc-cs. 

The non- t r iba l category includes aside the above 

mentioned Mongoloid popvilation, the casre Hindu Scheduled Co.steo 

and the MusliTis. Government has i den t i f i ed scne of the popula­

t ion groups as Scheduled Cas t e s . Scne of the important scheduled 

ca s t e s of Assam are the Hiras, J a lkeo t , Kaibarta , Eania, Mamu-

sudra etCo The Hiras are p o t t e r s , they 'na>-c potter-y \; i th hand 

without using p o t c e r s ' v/heelo The t r a d i t i o n a l occupation of the 

Kaibartas i s f i sh ing . Some are boat nan, Jallccot ar> a lso fisherman 

Some Hindu cas t e s â ce also included under "Cther Eack\\ard 

Ĉ -L 3.SSQ S o 

/ 

The Caste systen i s one of thie most i'rpoi^rant fea tures 

of Hindu Societvo In Assam in general p rac t i ce tv;o braod c a t e ­

gories of Hindu Castes are recongised. 'iY\ese are the "Eamin" 

(Brahmin) and Sudir ( Non-Erah nin ) . TITC Sudir oroup includes 

several c a s t e s . 
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The K a l i t a s formed tb.e most p o p u l o u s c a s t e of 

AssaiTio P e r h a p s i t i.iay be s a i d t h a t t h e i ' . n l i t a Cr.ist(. i s a 

s p e c i a l l y of Assam c a s t e s y s t e m . 

The K a l i t a s a r e d i v i d e d i n t o tv/o inain s u b - d i v i s i o n s , 

namely , t h e Bar K a l i t a and S a r u K a l i t a o 

The K a y a s t h a , p o p u l a r l y 'cncv/n a s t h e " K a i t h " a r e m a i n l y 

found i n Lov/er Assam. They w e a r s c a r e d t h r e a d . 

R a j b a n s h i s v/ho a r e r e f e r r e d t o a s Koch a l s o s c a t t e r e d 

i n t h e p a r t s of Mor igaon d i s t r i c t ( Mor igaon d i s t r i c t d e c l a r e d 

•on 1 5 t h Augus t , 1989 )o 

From t h e above g o i n g d i s c u s s i o n , i t i s c l e a r t l ^ a t 

d i f f e r e n t t r i b e s , d i f f e r e n t c a s t e s of d i f f e r e r - t r e l i g i o n s , p e o p l e 

l i v i n g i n t h e d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of Assamo 

The Assam v a l l e y a l s o knov/n a s B r a h m a p u t r a V a l l e y i s 

an a l l u v i a l p l a i n p a r e x c e l l e n c e . A nar rov ; e l o n g a t e d v a l l e y w i t h 

an a r e a of 5 6 , 2 7 0 sqokm. , i t i s t h e home of 9 , 1 7 9 1 2 7 p e o p l e 

(1961) and a b o u t 1 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n 1981 w i t h a d e s a i t y of 163 p e r 

sq.kmo (1961) and 234 -in 1 9 8 1 . S i n c e a n c i e n t t i m e t ! ie v a l l e y h a s 

b e e n r e g a r d e d a s a l a b e n s s r a u . n and a s such t h e r e ; had been inuni-

g r a t i o n from d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of I n d i a and beyond t o i t . The Aryans 

t h e Mongoloids; 'a .nd t h e M u s l i m s , h a v e m i g r a t e d t o t h e v a l l e y a t 
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d i f f e r e n t ti 'Ties of h i s t o r y . S i n c e t -e l o t - c e r p a r t of t h e n i n e ­

t e e n t h (jcnLuiy L ui.iJgr u t iO ' i Lo L'.̂ .. v ^ ' b y hue 1.1 c u ii' IIIOM ' J u u p 

and l a r g e nu-nber of i - n n i g r a n t s fEOTi E a s t Ecnga l ( E a n g l a d t s h ) 

Nepal a s v /e l l a s fro-n d i f f e r e n t s t a t ; c s of I n d i a t e g an t o n-iovc i n . 

The a p p a r e n t l y lov? p r e s s u r e of p o p u l a ' c i c n m t ' l e As a:n v a l l e y 

r e c e i v e d v/ide p u b l i c i t y and i t s \ . a s p r o b a b l y f o r t h i s s o l e l e a -

son t h a t l a L e I l r . J i n n a h and h i s l i u s l i n League de pa-iddd the- i n ­

c l u s i o n of As:.ati V a l l e y i n u<ir,L To). Lrjt m' tnoxjgh Lt './•i;; l-nou'ii t o 

him t h a t i t v;as n e v e r a Musl im m a j o r i t y p r o v m c o o 

_^The c h r o n i c s and r e c o r d s shO' s t h a t i n 18 26 \,'hen 

t h e B r i t i s h r u l e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n Assam, t h e p o p u l a t i o n of 

t h e v a l l e y was f a i r l y s m a l l o I n 1835?i t h e e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n '-/as 

e s t i m a t e d a t 799519 b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d a s shown celow . , 

P o p u l a r i o n of A s s a n V a l l e y / 1C35 

D i s t r i c t s P o p u l a t i o n 

N a t i v e s t a t e s of u p p e r Assam 

( S i b s a g a r and L a k h i m p u r ) 220 ,000 

Nov/gong 9 0 ,519 

D a r r a n g C9,519 

Kamrup 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 

G o a l p a r a 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
T o t a l Assam V a l l e y 799 ,519 

S o u r c e : E.Ao G a i t , " H i s t o r y of Assa^'" o 
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The above taclc of populaLion v/ere inamly worked 

out from zhe official returns prepared in connection -'ith the 

assessment of land revenue and such they are not quite reliable 

and the accual state of population prior to 1872 ( Ihe first 

census Year ) is not accurately -cjicn. 

The population of the valley according to the census 

of igOl v/as only 2618/566 v;nich 15 the subsequent years gre^; 

considerably. 

During the last 60 years C 1401-1461 ) ti:e population 

of Assam valley has recorded a net addition of 6560,561 persons 

or a percentage of 250 as against the country's 84o 

According toecensus figures, 1961, the total number 

of immigrants in Assam valley is 1,099,902 of '.'hicu 6609 27 are 

foreign born persons and 438775 are Indian IJaT-ionals. 

The foreign born iTHnigrants re Assam valley I'lay be 

classified into two separate categories, permanent and tcniporaryo 

Most of the immigrants from Pakistan, IJepal, Bur na and China 

have permanently settled and accepted Indian citizenship. The 

immigrants from Europe and America and other continents have 

come for temporary sojourn or managerial and technical assign'ncnts 

in tea and oil industries and a fe\.' other co.amerccual undettakmgso 

They usually go back to their o.-m country. 
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Movement of Pakis tan i IiTbnlgrgnts 

Imnngrants fron -cne forrvcr East Bengal (Banoladcsn) 

viho number 593 745 are not equally uiGtributed m a l l che six 

d i s t r i c t s of the valleyo 'mCj a ie pcsly to be louoJ m the 

four lov/er Assam Valley a i s t r i c t s . Tne t\ o Up^or A.sam Valley 

d i s t r i c t s o l h e Tv/O upper Assari Valley d i s t r i c t s lavc o.ily C5369 

persons . Goalpara/ the ',ve stcrn-nosi- d i s i - r i c t of z. ̂ c vall '^y, being 

adjacent to £ast Pakis tan , received naturally a l a i nc nwrtHjcr of 

irrmigrants. Most of these iianigrants have cone fron tne lorir.er 

East Bengal d i s t r i c t of Myncnsmgn, Fabna, Eogra and Rangpuro 

Most of them belong to Muslim conrpunit^ and arc poor kjndless 

farmers. Almost 95 percent of toen na'^^c co^e before the p a r t i ­

t i o n of the countryo The l and less farmers of the tlien Last 

Bengal/ being a t t r a c t e d by the unoccupied c u l t i v a t e d areas lying 

here and there m Goclpara d i s t r i c t , s t a r t ed aovmg into i t as 

ear ly as 1900. At the i n i t i a l srage they occupied the c l a s s l ands 

of the Brahmaputra. Tne magnitude''of t̂ -ie in-nugration to tne Goal­

para d i s t r i c t t h e r e a f t e r can be r ea l i s ed fron the fac t t h a t the 

populat ion of rhe d i s t r i c t which increased b^ only 2 percent 

in 1891-1901, r eg i s t e r ed an abnormal increase of 30U in 1901-11„ 

I t i s recorded t h a t in 1911 i-he immigrants and persons of iirni-

grant o r ig in cons t i t u t ed one- f i f th of the t o t a l populat ion of the 

d i s t r i c t . After 1911 the inmigran-cs slov ly began to spread to 
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other a i s t r i c t s of Assa^ Valley na T -̂ly Ka~irup, Earrang, 

No\;gong and Siboayar. 

The TiovemGnt o± rHe E^st Lengal ^luslln larincrs 

began merely as a r e s u l t c£ t^s i- i tciplay of econo aic forces 

in East Pakistan v i s - a - v i s Assa^. T^ey \ ere dr iven apparently 

by pressure on so i l and a lso due to actual l o s s of t l ioir lands 

and even the ho.nesteads b '̂ devast ing floods m t h e i r home d i s ­

t r i c t So These l and less i^eople occupied tv^c uncul t iva ted cnarlands 

of the Assam VaJley. This ^^as cue 'co avai l abil it.y of p l en t i fu l 

and cheap v i rg in land in tne valley," and the frcedo'ii of Ryotwari 

set t lement m place of expensi"^'e s'nall and uncomfortable ho l ­

dings as tennants or uijder-tennanrs m East Bengal o The mconing 

of the immense number of tne hardy and labourious c u l t i v a t o r s 

undoubtedly made immense contribu-cicn to the economic â d̂ p o l i ­

t i c a l s t ruc tu re of the Assam Valleyo Ihcy cu l t i va t ed r i c e , j u t e , 

mustard, and vegetables in t^e cnarlands and brought changes t o 

the ag r i cu l tu ra l landscape of -c^o v a l l e y . These l ius lm iim u g r a n t s 

together v;ith t h e i r ch i ldren bom m Ascam accounting for one-

s ixth of the t o t a l population of tlie val ley cons t i t u t ed a maj c r 

sect ion of the v^resent As-amese popula t ion . Ihe irrimigrants are 

mostly i l l i t e r a t e , l and less poor peasa'^-s and t h e / have edvcatzd. 

t h e i r ch i ldren through As^.amenc mcdiun and nave n<-\v idcnLil ied 

themselves \.'ith the i n t e r e s t s of t:no mdiijcnous people and oave 
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grea t ly contributed -co the development ol ag r i cu l t u r a l econcmy 

but the pace of incegra t icn i s considerably slow. Tlic main rea­

son for the i r slo\,' i n t eg ra t ion vich the social and cu l t u r a l l i f e 

of the val ley i s that they have rc-Liled in blocks or iii ccparoLc 

colonies away froTi se t t lements c t the indigenous pcpu] ationo 

Nepal 1 I''n nigrant s 

The t o t a l number cf Ilepal i iimoigrants a t the time of 

the 1961 census stood at 64216o llore than t\/o t h i r o of the Nepalis 

are s e t t l e d in Lakhirnpur â  d Dariang d i s t r i c t . The novcTicnt cl the 

Nepalis from Nepal i s an inpor tant event of considerable i n t e r e s t s 

Their movement to Assam Valley "was associated v;ith tne movement 

of the Gorkha so ld i e r s who af te r retire.- 'ont Ltgan to s e t t l e in 

Assam Valleyo The set t lement of the Ex-Serviccment tncoura''.od 

the movement of t he i r r e l a t i v e s in Nepal who were poor landless 

c u l t i v a t o r s and l ives tock farmers.^ i-Jc st of the Nepalis are g r az i e r s 

by profession and as they preferred t o s e t t l e in the grassland 

areas of the Brahmaputra charlands and the foot h i l l s of ti^c 

northo Besides livefetock farming, tney have been t.-̂ kr n to the cu l ­

t i v a t i o n cf lands and have grov;n crops l i k e r i c e , mustard, seed, 

j u t e and sugar-cane. Some of them engaged themselves as \;ocd c u t t e r s 

while some of thea ar employed as chowkidars and dari;ans in d i f f e -

r e n t o f f i c i a l establishmentSo 
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I n t e r - s t a t e Imm LTJI a t i on 

Th£̂  move-lent of i eople Iron c~iflcront pnr tc oC IntJla 

t o Assam valley i s a l so a matter of conci''^eraMc econonic and 

social importance. The immigrants ircm Bihar, Orissa, riadhya 

Pradesh, ',,'est Bengal/ Ut ta r Pradesh, Rajashthan and Punjab 

have come in la rge nuiribers and nave increased the general popu­

l a t i o n in Assam Valley, 

The Tea Garden Labcuregs; 

Ey br inging labourers to \.'crV in the tf" a gardens trom 

other pa r t s of India had to be dene as there v.erc o very fe\/ 

surplus and l and le s s l abourers in /vssam. The indigenous peasants 

who had land na tu ra l ly p re fe r the independence and ease of t h e i r 

pos i t i on as owner c u l t i v a t o r s to "che d i sc ip l ined and regular 

labour of t ea gardens. I t v/as found thus ncces''ary at ever-/ stag;?, 

t o seek for t ea garden labourers el ^e' here and, in lc3S, tht Assam 

company begain t o br ing laboui-crs frc"-i th.. //7I then Eengal, the 

most su i t ab le labourers v;ere the abor iginal t r i b e s of ChotaWagpur 

and the neighbouring s t a t e s , but t^c supply of these \'as i n s u f f i ­

c ien t and had t o be supplemented by Ten brcught from the p ln ins 

of U.P, and elsewhere. Those p la in _ .̂eoplc -coo :̂ a long pericd t o r 

acclarriatisaticn even the^ -..'ere seldom, quii-c saLisfoctc r-y. After 

1860 the ra-ce of incoming of the gaidcn l a c u u i c i r '-.'eie Qccelorotcd 
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when they hadto t e procurec -chrcuch coTunisGioncd acjcn-C: poctcd 

a t Ca lcu t ta . Many of the l abourc i s died on t h e i r t i e n s i t to 

Acsam ty s t reamcrr . In 19C1, out o£ the rora l nunher of o u m c e r s 

r eg i s t e red in AssaTi, 85 .^erccnt '.:ere t e a garden .1 a toure r s ard 

t h e i r numter in ASSQTI vallev .nay he estirna'ccd at 45000. During 

the ne>rt decades, upto 1921 x.^ere \<as conciderable expansion of 

tea i n d u s t r i e s and many Tiorc labourers \'(..ic broacĵ .̂-c m . Fro^n 

19 31 om;ards, hoi'cver, -cnc "i-vemcnt of t ea garden labourers 

began to decl ine ver̂ -̂ considerably, as uh' t ea indurtr^/ becziTie 

ful ly es tab l i shed by thertio I t i ? t c be seen t ha r the i imigra t ion 

of the garden labourers frc-^ Soui-^crn Eihar, Criosa, U'csL Eengal , 

Madhya Pradesh, U t t a r Pradesh, rjidhra Pradesh and Taiiil Hadu was 

i t s highest during the period 1-11 t.c 1931 o 

Many of the t ea gardens labo\irers have given up thcDr 

jobs in the t e a gardens and na^'e pcrT.a'-^cnt] y setulcd by nc\. \;i rh 

ag r i cu l tu ra l l aboure r s . Ihough they speak Adibhasi la'^guages such 

as Santha l i , Oriya, Nundari, Tclcgu, "Lhey have received t h e i r 

education through Assa'^iese medium. In recent ti^ncs a fe\; youngtian 

of ex- tea garden lab-our co'Tjnuni'cy have qual i f ied \ ; i th higher 

education and have becoiie profess ional l i k e doc-cors, l a \ y c r s 

and t e ache r s . 'Ihey are no\/ an in teg ra l p a r t of the Ar'^amcsc society 

and have taken p a r t s in the a l l round eccnonic, socia] and p o l i t i c a l 

recons t ruc t ion of the s ta tec 
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V / a g e - c a r n e r s and I lanuql L a ^ c u r e r s : 

The l a s t ca t egory - of i r - ^ i g r a T c ? t c As^^a^i V a l l e y i r 

t h e wage e a r n e r s and n a n u a l l a b o u r e r 5 'ho have -migrated ' ^ a m l y 

from N o r t h e r n E i n a r and E a s t e r n U . i ' . , 'j.hcy h a \ c 2000C C m nu'^iLcr 

and t h e y e e s e b t i a l l y b e l o n g t h e c l a s c c - s of -ccr-porary and s e a s o n a l 

immigrantSo The i m j n i g r a n t s rcszly ir.clvaes rale TeTi ters and t h e 

sex r a t i o i s o n l y 376 f c - i c l c s f o r cvcr^ ' 1000 I^VTIC"^. I h c y k e e p 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s a t home and have r i c i a t e d on ly t o \ ;or- ' and e a r n 

t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d f o r t h e i r f a m i l y . Tn-zr^e i a m i g r a n t s v;crc m o s t l y 

unemfiloyed i n t h e i r h o m e s c e e d s a^^ci a r e u n d e r a c u t e economic h a r d -

sh ipo They a r e m o s t l y d i s t r i b u t e d i n t h e v a l a n a x e a r and o t h e r 

commerc i a l c e n t r e s v h e r e t h e scope of t ' n e i r employment i s s u f f i -

c i n e t l y b i g . 

It v/ill be seen that up-co the time of last census, 1961, 

the nuiî 'er of in^iigrants together \'ith their children born to the ri 

in Assam valleyowas approxiT^atcly as follcT. 

Except the v.'age earners and seasonal labourers all 

categories of immigrants have setrled permanently. Though t'̂ e inflow 

of immigrants have declined in recent years yet a large number of 

jobseekers manyal labourers and people of other occupationa] groups 

are migrating such year to find thc-^celvcs engaged m diffcicnt 

occasions of life should be continued as such. The nurnkcr of immi­

grants settlers in AssaTi v/cu] d be large enough in real future rai­

sing many socio-econoraic problems \.'hosc consequences might not appear 

to be inspiring the general interests of the original population. 
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C H A P 1 E R - V 

CONCLUSION, D A I N G E R S OF D I S L C C M I C N 
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Cnapter - V 

Although greatly increased efiorts have ^een nade 

in our time to lessen the wight of x.he differences and diver­

sities that arise from the heritage of nature, and to reduce 

the inequalities due to tne herirage of history, one can hardly 

say that the objective has as yet been achieved. 

This persistenct inequal i-'.y, \'hich is not necessarily 

linked to the diversification ci *chc earth's rurJ.-icc, but often 

conditions it, results in widespread "geographic injustice", 

arad to study this the concept of centre and periphery' is a 

useful instrument. It ia a flexible tool, v.herher one studies 

the different types of space t.-at can be imagined ( m chat case, 

the concept is reduced to sectors cf forces, sets of relations, 

economic sp ce, and so on) or, in a more traditional bur, also, 

increasibgly ccinplex manner, historic organized space, which 

nowadays tends to coincide, even in political gcograijhy, v;ith 

social space. 

An accepted concept in geography, t'le idea of "contra-

llity^ may be encountered as alHsic condition ( and sometimes 

a synonym)^fmany concepts and cognitive tools used in this 

research: from that of crossroadso v.hich Jean GotLman sees 

as the centre around which are -..'Oven the universal phenoincna 
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of c i r c u l a t i o n and nricve''ient- c h o r a c t e r i z i n g rh.e r e a l i t y of 

t h i s e p o c h , t o t h a t of V'\e \ / e l l -Kac\ . 'n cneorij.' o r C e n t r a l 

p l acBc I n an e c o n o n i c v iew o£ cpacc, c e n t r e and p e r i p h e r y 

may be a s s o c i a t e d v ; i th t h e p o l e s of develop-Tient t h a t P e r r o u x 

eiripioys to i n t i o d u c e i n t o econofoic analy '^Ly a (-.lo,'.'-! c u n i ' o i -

m i t y t o t h e d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s of r c - . l i t y . In p o l i t i c a l cfeogra-

p h y , i t v / i l l s u f f i c e t o c i t e L u c i e n F c b v r e ' s r emark t h a t 

" t h e r e i s no s t a t e , no m a t t e r ho\.' Sii^'all/ t h a t h a s n o t i t s 

v i t a l n u c l e u s , i t s g e o g r a p h i c p o i n t c f d c p r . r t u r e ; t h e r e i s 

no l a s t i n g p o l i t i c a l forma 'c ion v.hich d o e s n o t o\;e i t s o r i g i n 

t o a c o m b i n a t i o n of f o r c e s , a h i n d of frame a round \. '- 'ich o t h e r 

t e r r i t o r i e s w i l l be a b l e t o grov;, l i j i e f l e s h a round a s k e l e t o n " . 

A w i d e r u s e c f t h e c o n c e p t of c e n t r a l i t y e x t e n d e d 

t o i t s e q u i v a l e n t p e r i p h e r y i s t o } e found i n t h e theme of t h e 

r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n c i t y and counrr^yo T h i s had l e d t o t h e u s e i n 

t h e c o n c e p t u a l t o o l , c e n t r e - p e r i p h e r - y , i n u r b a n and s o c i a l 

g e o g r a p h y . 

The fol lov-; ing r e m a r k s seem c a l l e d f o r : I n a s h o r t 

e s s a y i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o r e c o n s t r u c t th.c l o n g r o a d f o l l o w e d 

by t h e i d e a of c e n t r e and p e r i p h e r y m t h e nos t r e c e n t t h e o ­

r e t i c a l ende v o u r s of g e o g r a p h y . I n o r d e r t o nnJ^e a con t r - ' . bu-
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t x o n t o t h e v a l i d i t / of i t s u s e m c e - t i n g f o r t h and u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g v e r y d i f f e r e n t c e o g r a p h i c cases, one c o u l d t r ; . 

t o examine s p e c i f i c e x a n u l e s of _ e o g i a p h i c c i t u a L i c n s i n t r o ­

duced i n t o t h e c o n c e p t u a - fra-^ev.ork, " i t h p a r t i c u l a r a t i . e n t i o n 

t o t h e f a c t s and phencpe^.a t ' a 'C come \ / i t a i n t h e p u r v i F \ ; of 

of p o l i t i c a l G e o g r a p h y . Cne c o u l d d e d u c t t h e r e f r o n i n d i c a t i o n s 

of t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of u s i n g t ^ e c o n c e p t o l c e n t r e and p e r i p h e r y 

a s an i n t e r i n e d i a r y betA.een s;;̂  s t f i n a t i c g e o g i a p h y a^a r e g i o n a l 

g e o g r a p h y , w i t h o u t l o s i n g s i g h u of t h e COTII l e x i t y of r e a l i t y . 

No l e s s u s e f u l a r e i n d i c a t i o n s r c g o r d i r g t ^ c f l r - x i b i l i t y of t>^e 

c o n c e p t a s an in te rmedia ry ' - w i t h rccpv cv t o o t h e r d i s c i p l i n e s 

i n t e r e s t e d m t e r r i t o r y - and s p a c e - g e n e r a l l y l o r a^-xjlied 

r e s e a r c h - and t h a t make u s e of s ^ s - c e n a t i c "f'ethods and q u a n ­

t i t a t i v e Tiodelso 

The 'noct r e m a r k a b l e ph^nonenon in "Lhc <'i.'-sa.n '^as 

been t n e m o b i l i t y of t h e p o p u l a t - i o n . Toe n i g r a t i o n of s c v e r q l 

m i l l i o n i n h a b i t a n t s t o Assam i s a l s o a g r e a t p r o b l c a . A l l 

T h i s c o u l d n o t f a i l t o nave ao i~ ipact en t ^ e soc3 a l t r a " s f o r . n a -

t i o n , i n c r e a s i n g < I D t h e p a r t i c u l a r unc h o m o g e n e i t y of A ^ - a n e s e 

s o c i e t y . 

A g a i n s t t h e back'-^round cf t h e p o l i t i c a l and s o c i c l 

c h a n g e s t h a t h a v e t a k e n p l a c e m r e c e n t y c ^ i ' ^ m ^--sam, r e g i o n ­

a l i s m h a s made g r e a t s t r - d e s . "iK'e c c n t r a l i e e d s c r u c t u r e of t h e 



98 

pol i t ic f i l r-,nd tc r r i i ic r i . i l oxronir-'-Miun oc Arrrtr] h i - rriLcLocl 

a period of c r i s i s . This has cccurcd noc so nvch tccau.'Fe of 

the weakening of Lhc s t ruc tu re of the cent i al izicl s t a t e and 

the system of social values in w'-at had been e s s e n t i a l l y 

a ru ra l socie ty , but a lso because t h i s issue has been t r a n s ­

formed by opposing the "real countr\ '" ( -chc slunc, loca l 

communities, and regions ) and "che "o f f i c i a l country" in 

a kind of c lass s t r u g g l e . 

Dangers of Dis locat ion : / 

- In Assam the idea of autono.Ti^', if ca r r i ed too far , 

v/hether applied to per iphera l cen t res of local l i f e or t o 

regionalism could have grave ccnseuncrs for th.c fxiture - f 

the s t a t e . 

The risk is present in the esse of rural as u-ell 

as urban regions. Ihe great effort of mcdinticn ar,:ong -che .' 

collecting local interests that Lhir icquiicc provJccs a 

school in the practice of democracy and pro notes an a'..'arc-

ness of the v/eb of regional interrelations in '..'hich each 

region is evolvedo 

Last considerations '.."hich is no less alarming, 

concerns the nature of regional au-cono-ry. 
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If the conclusions i s to t c drav;n fxo.n t h i s case 

study are c l ea r v.'ith rosyect t c applied geography/ they 

are equally c lear concerning general theory . 'Iho f l e x i b i l i t y 

of .the idea of centre and peripher-y, of v-.-hich v;e spoke at the 

beginning of t h i s chapter , has gradually assUTied a soinev-hat 

ambiguous cha rac te r . A deeper s igni f icance of the case •.-.••hich 

have studied i s t h a t one must go beyond a super f ic ia l i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n . Regionalism adapted tc social change does not r e ­

place the centre-periphery- incdel, used in the sense of l eve­

l l i n g d i f ferences and dif fus ing che po in t s of decis ion and 

pov/er. Such a proposal leads to a reversa l of r e l a t i o n s , in 

a t t r i b u t i n g a l l pov/er tc. the peripher-y, and to rc.-noving power 

from the cen t re . On the t heo re t i ca l place, i t sugc,ests a 

reversa l t h a t does not e l iminate the difference uncerstood 

in the opposi t ion betv/een centre .and per iphery, but proposes 

to a t t r i b u t e t h e sense of centre t o the periphery and vice 

versao The inference from a geogi'aphic standpoint i s tha t one 

must be very caut ious v.'ith regard to formal s t r uc tu r e s t!-'.at 

make use of the centre-jrieripheri'- paradigm. 

From the above study i t i s poss ib le to r;eneralise : 

1. Thst Assam i s a nsul t i - 1 ingual end mul t i - r r l i g i o n 
s t a t e v/ho have more or O. ess adjusted themselves 
over the period of time. 
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2 . tJnLiirr onfi ] cvi 1 of ccon<./n-ic i>oit Ic" i i o L J on h~i'-

d e t c m i n e d •che l e v e l cf change and d t g r e e . of 

^ r e g i o n a l i s ' o , 

3 . D i s t r i b u t i o n , concc n t i . o t i c n c orij cxi I u i unL > on o£ 

r e s o u r c e s a s - e l l as 'chc c o n s e q u e n t ] j a r t i c i [ ^ 2 c i o n 

h a s s u b s t a n t i B l l y i n f l u e n c e d ^he r e s p o n s e s of t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n , 

4o i T m i g r a n t s have t r a n s f e r r e d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l e q u a ­

t i o n b e t v e e n t h e v a r i o u s p o p u l a t i o n g r o u p s and 

s u b - g r o u p s . T^'e have e n c o u r a g e d t h e c o m p e t i t i o n -

c o n f r o n t a t i o n s i - cu - ' c i cns t o dcve. lop end doTiinnteo 
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