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CHAFPTERS-TI
IN’I‘RODUCTION, SIGNIFICANCE AND EELEVANCE QOF SUCH

" THEME IN THE NATIONAL AND REGICIAL CONTEXT AND GECG. APHICAL
REGION. ‘
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INTRODUCTICN

:Group politico-territorial identity a practical
realities in our changing dynamic and fragile world.
Yet geographers have given little attenticn or have
ignored ali together. Elements and processes involved
in recognising such territorially bound group identities
have been dicussed in the present theme.of geography

of Regionalism and Social change., With a stress on

scale and percéption of regionalism.

Regionalism have been defined.for the purpose of
the present study as a mean. of expression of sentiments
and feelings of the concerned population groups to a
specific problem. This probkem in its structure and
.appiication concern revolving of the population group

concern in toto. Their response normally classified
under soclo-political response is a form of regionalism

that varies in scale., It is an abstruction of a nation.



In a number of states regicnalism and local nationa-
lism have come to the fore and have constituted sources of
major problems. The eqgualising effects of the colonial colo-
nial-control territory, people a~d resources - has disappea-
red and with 1t went the major obstacles of the local people
who were divided among themselves by latent and permanent
cleavages., In other words, historical contrifugal forces

got the better of temporary centripetal forces who oraigin

lay in the colonial period. Unification and adoption of
federal form in the country was superimposed on the colo-

nial extent and without exceptionr exhibited divisive stresses,
Assam was one such region in the country which illustrated
the internal social, political and econonic differences.

It's accentuation suggested the struggle cf the constaituent
units to maintain themselves. Language and economy became

the primary focus on which the politico~geographical develop-
ment was based. Moreover, the consistant effort towards
the recognition of population gfoups and sub-groups and

the consequent balkanisation constituted important aspects.

The period after independence also saw the minoraty

population groups and sub-groups expressing themselves in

political and economic terms. This enabled these groups to



adopt a strong ideological stan . They made thcar impact
on the existing spatial arrangerents by emnphasising the
need for change in their dependercy stalus and subordinate
positions. This exhibited a develecpmental paradox - for

in the context cf larger territcrial units, they werc in
minority and in specific locations, trey were in majoraty,
spread over a homogenous area., In fact, this suggested the

1importance of geography and resources as determinaing factorse.

However, contemporary spat:ial patiern of change and
development 1n the state “as largely a product of altitudes

and perception of the inhabitants to the stimulus origina-

ting both within and from outside the state. It will take

quite somctime before the traditional pattern and those

that were superimposed on the form to cease and reflect
the functions and rcquirements of col »nial terrxitorial,

political and economic set up in the region,

Pre-independent pattern of administration, objcétives
- and contacts were primarily governed by politico-economic
and strategic objectives. Policies in operation encouraged
movements of population into the sparsely peopled state
from the densely populated Gangetic delta., In addition to

this, pattern of landuse and land tenure that was in practice
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reflected a distinct bias towards prerserving the individual
economnic intercsts and colcenizl political and commercial
goals for the region -~ particwlarly after 1832 when the
tea plantations were coming up rapidly in Upper Assam and
surfounding hill periphery. This gave the needed impetus

migration to accelerate and settle in thosc arcas that were
considered to ke negative by the inhabitants of the region.
In other words, these aspects firmly implanted imperialism
in the complex but fluid traditional socio-eccnomic milieu

of the region.

The imprint of effective administration penetration
(tension of territorial control) and localisation of the
impacts at different scales, to a greater extent froze the
interests of the minority groups., This resulted in compart-
mentalisation of the area - each depicting its particular

brand of political, economic and sccial characteristics and

interactions.

Colonial requirements, however, demanded ( and were
infact carried out in a manner that was ) a system that was

not too controlled, In the Brahmaputra Valley. This gave way

i



to construction of road and railwvay neciorks lanking the
producing arca with the points of export ( ain this instance
with Calcutta and to a lesser extent Chitlagong ), growth

of towns, sprcad of education, extension of missionary

activities in the interior ard peraipheral hill areas and

other related factors draw the inhabitants of the region
from the tradiational matrices to kbroad socioc-cultural
communications. This was powerful anc had profound impact

on the inhabitants, particularly in terms of demand.

Broadly speaking, Eritish annexation of che recion
in 1826, transformed the traditional eguations in the region.
Location of major population groups and sub-groups was more
or less, permanent. The traditional base of subsistence
was geared more towards coimercial exploitation of resour-
ccs to the needs of the colonial interests. Competition

fcr space and its attendent consequences becane the concern
of population of the region. In post-independence veraiod,
this aspect alongwith others became important in administra-

tive re-organisation.

Prior to 1947, the region was divided i1into Assam, con-

sisting of Garo, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, North Cachar hills



and Mikir hills, the ilTagn halls, “Y Luchai hills; lirlh-
Eastcrn 'rontier tracts and the territolies of hanipur
and Trapura. Later after indcrendcnce till date, following

changes tock place -

i) North-Eastern Frontier Tracts was renamed as
Norih-Eastern I'rontier Agency in the 1950's. It
continued to ke under the purviev of the Cenlre
and Assam State. lianipur and 1ripura bkbecainc the
Unicn Territories.

ii) Naga hills beccame a separate stale an 1963; Naga
hills, Tuensang area and the arca occupicd by the
Konyak Tribe in present Arunachal Pradesh wvere
merged together to fcrm the statc.

iii) Between 1963 and 1969, therc vas all round o.po-
sition to the language kill promulgalgated by the
Assam Government frca thc minoritics. This culmi-
nated in formation of lieghalaya as a antcno™cus
unit in 1969. It attained full statehood ain 1972,
In 1972, Lushai nills distract was made a Union
Territory and was knc..n as llizoram,

e

RISE OF ILGIONALISH IN 14T NCLTH=LASTCRN REGICN :

The dissatisfacticn among the population minirotaies,

alongwith its manifestaticn, has become a matter - £ central
concern today. It has remained as a dominant theme in the
historical development of the region. Pre-Ahom and post-ahom
periods ( the colonial period ) and the post-independence

periods were replace with instance when the Governmcnts vere
i
faced with the enerous task of maintaining the territorial

unity and political stability. Participation and involvement

was to a large extent influenced by concctanation cf events



that succeeded the policy dec:sibns and ccnsequent role

perception cof the inhatitants.

Suffice it to say that "'a2th strong possikailicies of
expressing theémselves, the minority populaticn groups
found in the fissipcrous tendencies clcnents strencgthening

their traditional political and social structure. This
withstood the constant pressure from the modernizing
influence that pervaded as a recsult of new administrative
order in the region after 1&2¢€. However, this was not to ke
so; inter and intra-group conflicts and divergence of inte-

rests kept them apart and diviced from each othcr as well as
from the development affecting the rcgion. This was hccause
of irrespective of numerical size, lccation cf the minority
groups was strong enough Lo cxpress their nced Lo strengtnen

their identity and individuality.

This was reinforced by the fact that -

1. linguistic/dialect and cultural differences within
and retween the various population groups in their
spatial context as well as in the region itself,
persisted and survival strong pressures of assimila-
tion. The minority grcups intensified their activi-
ties after independence.

2. Among the population groups and sub-groups in the
region, new interests groups emerged. Thcsce groups
gradually sought more political power, participation
varying degree of autonomy for their respective
territerial units. They were also akle to swing thc
population to their viewpoints and were able to demon-
strate their demands.



3. In all cascs, common isith the rest of the country
perceived and act—al exploitation remained one of the
majcr causes ( along with sccial political backward-
ness ) for making demends for redressal and even-
tually separaticn. This often spilled cver to adja-
cent territorial units,

In the region, the Drahwmaputra vallcy and Cachar plainsg

became the focul points that encoureazcd develipmnent of dig-

tinct reyional persconalily. Thesc kecaie the ragional guo-
political cores that either contrelled the region or pormite

ted access.

Yet, the events were functionaly differentiated and
never coincided with the administrative or formal divisions
of territory. As a result, inter and intra-unit differences

surfaced., In addition to this, spgtial contiguity and disper-
sion of the tribagl population in the region as well as rela-
tive uniformity in socio-economic conditions, suggested the
spread of l~cal naturalism amdng the population groups. The
only exception to this in the North-East were the plain tribal

like the Eodos, Kacharis, etc. who were spatially intermingled

and were considered part of the majority in an enlarged version.

At least this was the inference which the present author was
able to make when the anti-migrant movenent or the Assam move-
ment was at its height between 1979-85. And, in such circun-

stances, the ethnic minority groups involveéd in the movement,
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exhibited a total lack of gecgrarhical distinction and per-

ception that was required £for autonomist naticnalist mcvementes.
This was, in turn, reinfcrced by pclitical and administrative
set-up in the region. Language and religicn exertcd considera-

ble influcnce and were regponsikle in cowplicating the problcms

further,

Continuous instability, in one form or the other, has
radically transformed the priorities of epatial arrangements

in the region:; so that no population groups <r sub-groups
could claim exclusive richts over specific locale. The resgul-
tant dilemna, transformed itself to either withholding a
group or encouraged them to strive towards full expressions.
In addition to this, the impact cf inmicrants on the
regional landscape has keen profound anéd compelled the inha-
bitants to reassess their position., But, the situations as

they developed indicated the operation of parameters that were
directly and indirectly abetted by region's geography and
history. These parameters were (1) natives versus cutsiders,
and (2) natives versus natives, became part of the socio-econo-

mic and political crisis and centred around resource alloca-

tion, and transfers, political participation and decision-making.
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Yet, there has keen a conspicuous regicn-cum-ethnic
protests movements that continued to nake its impact in thc
region. The Assam movement, the Edao movement, movement in
Cachar etc. consistantly rrought to the surface a historica;

pattern of geographical politics,

This suggested that the multi-ethnic moséic cf the state
with several layers of identity ccntaincd potential for politi-

cal expressions including separatism. The gquestion that needs
to be resolved is therefore, how, when and to what extent, there

is a metamorphosis from sccial and geographical distinctiveness

to political expréssion.

Thus, the locaticnal perspective offered by the study

area can be viewed from both within and outeside, as e€ssential
feature towards understanding the.complex soqial pelitical pro-
cesses that shaped the response- reaction of the inhabitants.
This led to different forms of ethnec-regional movements. Further,
if dt can be assumed that the nature cf pattern'cf csystems in

- operation in the area, as of local in character, then, 1t can

bé stated as affecting the strategy of ﬁhe‘inhabitants cr those

.factors that have iﬁduced changes-in the region's structure.
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This left profound changes in the regicnal landscape
and enabled thc landscape conseqguences to undermine the
processes of unification of the local and regional terri-
torial units with the mainstream. Vhat was and 1s cssentially

needed was the perception and actatudc that cncouraged the
products of inter-derendence, of agglomecretion, spat.al patiern

of resources-use and diffused fcetures of values and sywkol s.

These points have becn raised largely because the study
area has distinct counter action areas which are territorially
a perception of space and functionally coincided 1/dth the area.

j
In fact, the societal factors that operated in the regional

preceded the political processes. But, obviously these forces

were receptive to change and consulted in conflact kctween tra-
ditionalism and modernism. This had significant impact on space,

area and landscare.

OBJECTIVES :

The main objective cf the study is to develop an outline
and framework for the study of regionalism and social change.
It is well recognised that geographical fectors prcved alter-
native approaches for understanding the spread of the movements.

These are often due to situaticn of the territory, rcgional
!
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(and local) identity and perception cof the people inhabiting
the area ws well as due to resource endcwinent and development
strategy adépted for improving the socic—cconbmic conditions
of the people., Priorities and inﬁé}ests at different sceles
are often in conflict in the short-term period and may lead
to unstability if the local and regional nceds are not inte-
grated in the national lcng term perspectives cf development.,

This has accentuated horizontal and vertical disparities in
development. In order to ciscuss the points raised above
following chapterization has keen rescrted to provide a back-

ground to this central study. ;

Assam is a political unut became a part of India

only during the B rtitish rule. The écors cf Assan were thrown
open to the free flow of population from the rest of India.
And at the sametime with the annexation of some parts of
Bengal and MNorth-Eastern Hill areas, the Eritish gave birth
to greater Assam. Ccnsequently Assam became heterogenous in

: 1
character, but Assam never been a hcmcgenous province . At
‘different period of her histcry, Assam became a refugee for

m~ny people, some qf them‘aré roongoloids and attracted people

£

1. E.A. Gait, History of Assam, Calcutta, 1963, Intro.,p.viii.
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from the rest of Ind:a. Sc there had alviays been somne diver-
gence of language, culture, relagicn anong tnc population. A
process of socio-cultural c¢grovth and “cvelopmnent of a conpo-
site Assamese people and culture vas started during the Anhom

<

rule. Again, during Eritish rile this process hecare wveak. 5o,
like the unification of India, the unification of heterogenous
elements of Assam had also keccre a g¢grecal problen. Sccticnal

and caste patriotism had develcped i'ath the Assam in the nare

of Assamese. The Assamese caste Hindu elite wanted an internal
integration among the heterogenous elements of the province.
Theyw were anxicus for the integrat on of all the groups of
people into the mainstream of Assamese culture. 1hey neant

by internal integration was the process of "Assamization"

so that the Assamese language could becctne dominant in the
region. Their basic quest was to strengthen thc corwnon Assa-
mese i1dentity within the broad framzviork of Indian society.

On the other hand, the interests of other ethnic grcups, par-
ticularly of the Trikals, the Aho"s and the Bengalils were
particularistic, Mo§t of them wanted to preserve their distinct
identity within the province. They did not want to merge their
culture completely with the Assamese caste Hindu culture and
developed a non-integrative tendency. As a means of maintaining

distinct i1dentity, some of them demanded local autonony on the

basis of their respective ethnic i1dentities within the small
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area where they used to inhabit. Scmetimes thig type cf sec-
tional as well as sub-regicnal patriotism became so strong
apong some secticns of thesé peorle that this led them to
demand a sovefeign independent state outside the Indian Unicn
for the sake of maintaining their ethnic identities. This

3
separatist tendency kecame considerakly stro%ger with the

\

separation of Burpa frcm India in 1937 and the growing cry

for Pakistan as expresséd through the Muslim League. But towards
the late ‘férties the centripetal forces became sufficiently
strong capable of confrolling the centrifugal urges of various

‘groups of the province. Consequently; Assam became a part of
India. In this chapter an endeavour has keen made to examiné
the centrifugal and centripetal tendencies developed in Assam
during the 'forties of this century which played a significant
- role in moulding the attitude of Assamese elite to the ques-

tion of ‘Federalism' when the Constitution was keing framed.

Being a late-ccmer intc the national mainktream, Assam

in her relationship with the rest of India had her own legacy
. of emotional and psychological ambivalknce. The feeling of a
certain uniquences marking Assamn out from the rest of the

_ country led tc a sense of social autonomy and even ‘sovereignty"

.for each community living in the province. Different linguistic
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and ethnic groups cof the province whether singly or jointly
expressed strong sub-nationalist or centrifugal sentinment.
These groups may broadly ke categorised into three main divi-

sions for the purposes cf our discussion - (i) the people of
Mongoloid stock, which inc%udes the trikes and races of koth
hills and plains; (ii) those who articulated.the 'Assamese'
nationalists' (in some sense suk-nationalists) sentiments
through the ahom Jatiya HMahasatha:; and (iii) a section of the
upper caste Assamese intelligentsia who individually expressed4

their centrifugal sentiment,

The tribes and races ©f Assam ( such as tne Nagas, the
Mizoa, the Khasis, the Garos, the Mikirs, the Ahoms, the
Kacharis, the Bodos, the Miris etc ) originally Yrelonged to
"Mongoleoid blood, who came to this region from the zast and

. South-~East Asia at different periods of history. In the past,
these tribes and réces maintained their separate kingdoms -
free and independent for a long. period. They never came under
any foreign domination before the British annexation of this

. k4

region with the rest of India. The Ahoms had rﬁled the mainland
‘of‘Assam continuously-for more than six hundred years which

is indeed rare in the history of any part of India. But there - :

were other territories on the peripheries of Assam which were
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ruled by the Nagas, the Khasis, thgxxacharis and sc on.

These tribes were nct prepared to live under what they con-
sidered to be the doninance‘cf others. This was so0 kecause
these tribal people had never béen Irought together under

any central power prior to the advent of the Lritish rule

in this region. Some of these trites and races had always

been fighting for their distinct socio-political existence

even during the period of the Eritish rubde.

Thus it is clear that at the advent of independence

there had been a strong sub-regicnal and even a centrifugal
urge among a section of the people'of the hills. One of the
reason for this was that these hill tribes had very little

scope of mingling with the people of the plains during the

B. ritish rule,

In addition to this there were some other factors also
which stood in the way of integraticn ketween the hills and the
plains. The hills were not bound with the plains by any ties of
"religion and language. '

In the plain of Assam the ahom had expressed remarkable

centrifugal urges. They had reen the latest rulers of the Assam
-valley and after sixth centuries of their rule in Assam, the

British had taken over the country frcm them in 1826, Therefore,
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it was a natural inclination amnons Lhc Ahoms to gct kack

their lcst pover and positidns.

The plain tribal nad alsc conctracdicticns with the
Assamese caste Hindus, It may ke noted that traibals of ihe
plains were somevhat culturally less distinct from the Assa-
mese Hindus than the hill Trires. This happcned because of
the rclatively greater interaction ketwcen them and the caste

Hindus through the centuries. Cne rcason for this may have
been that trikals of the plains did not live in any single

contigous area, all of them were scattered over wide areas.

Despite this fact, a section of the tribal elaite felt

srongly that they were markedly d:rficrent from the Assamece
caste Hindus. It is true that the Ascamese Caste llindu had
grown into quite a big and honcgenecus community i1n the pro-
vince. Even during the ahom rule. they had held irmportant
positions in the bureaucracy. During the Eritish administra-
tion also, because of their education, they were able to occupy
a dominant position in tre goverﬁﬁental and commercial under-
takings. At the same time as noted earlier, this groups became

very powerful in the Congress organisation and played a domi-

nant role in the politics o0f tre prcvince,
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On the cother nanrd, tre tribesl elrte rcalized that they
rcmaincd economically, educationally and even politically much
more backward than the Assamsse caste indus. It seemed to
them that the tribals wcre reing e:ploited and ncglected by

the upper caste dominant elite cf the province,

At trhe same taine, 1t has tc kc noled that the trikal
elite were nct only afraid of uthe_ domninarce of the Assarcee
caste Hindus, they were also apsrehensive 0f the possible

‘danger' from the non-Assamese Ind.ans cf the state,

In any case, the tribes ard races of Assa™n were not
sufficiently organised, capabkle of asserting the demand for a
sovereign independent Assamn, On the other hand, the Indian

National Congress in Assam was strong encugh to check the
centrifugal urges developed amnong the tribals and the Ahomn,
Moreover, the prevailing political climate was not favourable

for accomodating such a dewmand.

The separatist tendencies developed not only among the
tribes and races of Assam, kut also even aong the Assanese
sub-nationalists to a considerable extent. The sentiments of
this group were mainly expressed through the Asom Jatliya

Mahasabha.



It is interesting to note that while putting forward
the claim for a frece independent status for Assam, this sec-
tion of the Assamese people have always referred to as the
'‘brave martial races and trikes' who once ruled over Assam
But they themselves were nct the descendants of these 'brave
martial race' whom the caste Hindus!' domiﬁance had now rele-
gated tc a ‘bkackward' status. In fact, with a view to serving
their interest, they empluyed thig technigue ¢f bargaining

with the national elite.

In addition to this, some influential number c¢f the
upper caste Assamese intelligentsia who were not €losely
associated with the Asom J tiya Mahasabha, had alsc expressed

a deep sense of centrifugal sentiments.

20

Now it is clear that with the growing demand for Pakistan

there developed separatist urges among the wvarious groups of

"people in Assam. It may be ncted that national sentiment deve-

loped in the country round the democratic right c¢f self deter-

mination, it give rise simultanecusly and significantly to re-

' gional, sub-regional and ethnic sentiments based on cleavages
of languages, region, race, trik€s and the like. As such in
«Assam the separatist feeling found expression in two main

" contexts - narrower and broader.



21

In this connection, it Ie¢ imrmportant to reitcratc the
dillemma of the dominant Assamese elite in Assamn. Originally,
the members of this group cane tc Assan fron others of India
during the Ahom rule; due to their education and upper caste
status, they gradually acquired poscition of prestige and power.
After the end of Ahom rule and the risec of Eritish power, how-
ev¥er, they became the dominant comniunity i1n Acsan. Eut after

V
attaining their doninant status t-ey fcared lest they should

lose their power and position,

Under the sircumstances, a vague and as yet bhebulous
centrifugal tendency developed among the varicus ethnic and
lihguistic elite of Assam which wvas, however, not sufficient
to materialise the dream ocf scvereign independent status for
Assam for outside the Indian Union.The British, of course,
would not have giveﬁ this option to assam; indeed, Assam had
only two options; either to join India or Pakistan. Of these,
the dominant Assamese caste Hindu elite of Assamn were naturally

interested to remain with India. At thc same time, perhaps, the

new large state of India would not have also allowed Assam to
secede from the rest of the country. In addition to this, there
were yet some other factors which inevitably led to the dcvelop-

ment of centripetal urges in Assamn.
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In the first place, while it is true that the separatist
tendencies had been develcping among the different groups of
the province, these had not developed due to the came cause;
the causes were diverse in nature. As such, there was no

common articulation of centrifugal urges amony them.

Secondly, as stated earlier, with the growth of freedom
movement in India, a strcng sense cf Indian ngticnalism deve-
loped., The Indian National Congresz sought to instil a spirit
of solidarity émong the people of all parts of India by inducing
in them a sense cf comnon grievances ané comnon heritage. The
power of Indian nationalism kecame soO strong in the twenties,

'thirties and fforties of this century, that it was able to

submerge the centrifugal tendencies develcped in Assain.

Thirdly, it may be argued that aiter the partition of
the country centripetal tendencies were strenghthened; indeed

the emergence'of Pakistan virtually submnerged the spparatist

feelings amonyg the Assamese elite., It created a new ty_.e of

scare among them. Surprising thoﬁgh it may seem, while only a
few months back they had felt so £ure of their own strength
and had asserted that Assam wculd ke able to défend herseif°
they:now feared that Assam would ke akle to defend herself,
Assamese elite stfongly believed that.Pakistaﬁ would be a real
danger to Assam's integreti and, therefore, Assam necded the

protection of a stronger India.



It 1s true that aftcr partition, Assamn hocanc strate-
gically more important than 1t i as kefcre. The partition nade
Assam isolated from the rest cf the country giving bF~r one morc
internat:icnal border i1.e., “he rorder ©f Pakistan n addition

to the common torder with China ard Enrma .shich Assan which

already had.

rd

Significance and releva-ce ci such tneme in the nationsl
and regional context and gcographical region. A Gecgraphy of
regionalism 1s the main proklem of a soeiety. Due to the diffe-
rent social changes in the sccizty hou 1t plays a significant
role on the regionalism. Gecgraphy intends to investigate the

complex problems of human grouping in the society from ti-e

~ o

~
to time. Geography i °

India inhcrits is tne oldest cavilisation of the world.
Popularly known as Indian Civilizataion, but withain this, therc
are many minor civilisaticn whaich are articulated most often
in the form of cultural ethnic or religious group. Yhe diver-
sity of thie country has furtber strengthen the autonouwy of

.

this cultural entity which in othcr turn provide ample basis

for the formation of a cultural region.

This cultural region in the context of decvelopunent,
geography which stands fcr charge and containuity acguine spe€i-

fic significant in which tre sccio-cultural atirikute of the

: 5
L
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society can provides required lead tack for cconomnic deve-

lopment.

Here, cultural regicn are nct intended tc divide the

country into smaller autonomous entity. On the ccntrary it

aimed at to achieve the national planning and develcrment

aims and okbjective by identifying the potential and possibi-

[y

lities of a region that it can contribhute in the national

developmnent.

During the time, the regicn will be able to integrate
~itself in the development process nationaas a whole. After
.enjoying its autonomy to select the guentity and quality of

the contribution it can make.

Any efforgt apart from the contribution of a region'

1
'

;ﬁrough consensus is bound to ke detrimental to both national
integrity and development. In the recent years the experiences
show that the centre has acéquired greater power to manceuvre
in the affairs of the states. As.a result the states which

. are also broadly cultural region in the Indian context find

themselves always veaulerble to Jébpardise their cultural

indentities.
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In many cases the region have cxperience risc of
seperate forces Assam is a@lsc lccated in the perifery of
the Indian ci¥ilization., For a large part of its history
this region had maintained relative isolataicn from the

main cultural stream, Cn the one hand and also housed

numerous cultural and ethric ¢roups wvithin it,

In ¥he present context thiec community while accep-
ting the sovereignty of India also like to retain their
socio-cultural autonomy wvhich makes it imperative to reco-
mmends and 1f possible fcr mulate the strategy in which a
way the development will socidl justice and regicnal bala-

nce can be made. It is in thais context thc present agitation
tries to explcite the possikilitics by taking Assan as a

case studye.

The Area of study - Here the study arca is the State
Assam as a whole. It is a pioneer state of the North Eastcrn
region in India, whose eccnomy is full of potentialities.
Different valuable natural resources are within the posses-
sion of the state., But as the nature is niggradly it never

[y

allowed Assam to flourish with it recocurces as thc statc



is subject to variety of proklems

~

This study area is covered an area is about 78,523
sgd. kme as against the ccuntry's total area of 3280483 =qg.
km. Thus the state constritutes 2,39 percent of the total
land area of the country Assam ranks 12th in respect of

area amcng all the state popuwlaticon of Assam stood at 189

lakh as on 1st March 1€€l, and Assam rahks thirtcenth in
respect of population among all the state of the Indian
Union Assam is situated at the Horth Eastcrn Himalayan

sub-region of India.

Literature - The topic gecgraphy of Regionalism and
social change in Assam is a important reserach topic in the

present time, This type of Research work not yet done by
any other scholar till' today. A lot of regearch work comp-
leated on Assam in different fie%@s by many scholar. But
on Regionalism and Social Change in Assam not yet done. So
this situation came to mind and it will ke helpful in near

future.

Data Base ~ For this research work the different

data which are going to use are collecteé from the

26
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statistical Hand LCock cf Assam 1984, All data arc collcected
from this source but here also sc~ ¢ data are project and

some data are not availakle, iethodolocy -~ Herc to get
the prokblem of regionalism and how sccial change took 1
place in Assam different ceographic factors hars dieccuss ard
also how the different recourccs playing a significant

role on this. More over historical krgckcround of Assam and
what are thc diffecrent conflicts tock place 1n 3 _ffcrent
period of History is also goirng to dicscuss. The other hand
what are thc different arcas of attiacticn ir the state
and how migration going in and alsc how to f;rm a region

and social changes tobk rlace due to these are also discuss

to get the result.

- This method only c¢oirg to usc for this rescaich

work,.

In order to facilitate the unitiel study of such

a theme following tentative chaptcrization has been mades

Chapter I. Introduction:

Sihnificance and relevance of such theme in the

national and regional context and geocraphical regione
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In this chapter effort has kcen made to give an
idea the significance ané okjective of this type of study

in the national and regicnal context and geographical
region, More over here attention has keen made gkout the'

- study of Afea including its kouncaries,

Chapter II. The geograrhical milieu distribution of relief,

resource availability and resource gotentiality.

In this chapter attention“has keen made to give an
idea about the boundaries of the Assam including surrounding

atates and that are its position, what are its area, popula-
tion, its physical features and its cdescription. Moreover,
what are ﬁhe different resources which are~génerally found in
Assam and how it is utilised in the &different parts of Assame
‘Moreover what are the aifferent impbrtant minerals of Assam,

what are the different forest resources are generally found

in Assam. Assam is the frontier province of India in the
North Eastern parmt, sufrounded by other administrative units
-of region, namely Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Ménipur,
Mi20ram, Tripura ang Meghalaya, and .also by foreign cocuntries

like Ehetan, and Bangladesh,.



The Boundaries of Ascam lies bketween latitude
O, 0 ,0 Cpo o a «C, O,,
28718' and 24 North and longitudes 89 46' and 27 4' East.
It contain at present an area of 78523 sg. kms. With a
total popplation is about 1¢9 Lakh in 19€1l. Physiographi-
cally Assam can ke divicded into two divisicn, Assam plain
and Assam hills, Assam is endowved with wvast natural resour-

ces, with consicderable industrial potential effering exten-

sive apportunities for the estaklighment of a wide range
\

of resources - based and demand based industrial units.
Coal Crude oil, Natural cas, lime stone etc, are the main
resources of Assam, lMore over Assam is very rich in forest

resource also. All akove mentioned resources and minerals

are going to discuss in this chepter,
Chapter III. Historical background,

In this chapter attention has been made to give an
-i1dea the historical backgrounds of Assam and what are i

. different conflicts happened during its history.
The modern name of Assam'is actually of guite recent

origin° The tradition of the Ahcm themselves is that the

&)
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present name is derived from Asama in the scnce of

unequalled or powcrless,

Early in thirteenth century a band of handy hill men
entered into the estern extremity of trhe Brahmaputra Valley,
These were the progenitors of the Ahom, They rules for scveral
years in Assamn. Sukapha vas the first zhom Kirg. From the
thirteenth to the faftecen centuries the Abom wcre ccught with
the Nagal, Kacharis and during seventeenth century the history

of Ahom was mainly the history of thc Ahon Mogul conflicts, a
and how in 1824 whow British entered Assam and ruled upto

1947, all this things are discussed in this chapter,

Chapter IV. Regicn and social pattern, Identification of
areas of attraction and isolation and their impact on social

pattern,

In this chapter attention has been made to give an
idea about the different religicn of Assam, different trikes
of Assam and how the migration took place in different times
and what are the areas of attraction and isolation and their

impact on socisl pattern.

In one sense, all the people, who live in present day

Assam are the people of Assam. Assam is the homeland of several



tribes - Rabha, Boro, Kachari, Karki (liikir) 7iwva (Lalung)

Mishing (Miri). Eachof these has its oun language., All
these people also micrated to Assar in long past from

different diredtion and at different intervals of time.
More over different people from Bangladesh migrated to

Assam mostly for economic reason.

The fertile land of Assam and tea garden are the

areas of attention.

Immigration to Assam from Eangladesh is going on
and gradually they make a isolated regicn in diffcrent
parts of the state they impact great influence on the

social pattern of Assame

All these things are going to discuss within this

chapter.

Chapter V. Conclusion.
Dangers of dislocation
In Assam the idea of autoncwy, if carried too far,

wether applied to peripheral countyres of local lifc or to

31



regionalism could have grave corngeuncrs for thc futurc of

the statec,

The risk is present in the case of rural as well
as urban region., The great effort of mediztion among the
collecting local intecrests that this requires provides
a school in the practice of democracy and promotes an

awareness of the web of regional interrelations in which

each region is involved,

Last considerations wvhich is no less alarming,

concerns the nature of regional auvtonomye.

If the conclusions to ke drawvn from our cage study
are clear with respect to applied geography they are
equally clear concerning general theory. The flexibility
of the idea of centre and periphery. A deeper significande
of the case we have studied is that onc must go keyond a
superficial interpretation. Regicnalism adopted\to social

change does not replace the centre periphery model, used

in this sense of levelling differences and diffusing the

points of decision and power.

32



On the theoretical plance, it suggests a rcverssal
that does not eliminate the difference understood in the
opposition between centre ang reriphery but propose to

attribute the sense of centre to the periphery and vice

VEIS3do
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Chapter - II '

assan is the frontier province of India on the
North-Eastern part surrounded by othecr administrdtive units
of the region, namuely, Arunachal Pradesh, MNagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura and HMeghalaya and alsc ky foreign countries

‘v

like Bhutan and Banglacesh,

The boundaries of Assam lie ketween latitude of

28°18' and 24° North, and longitudes €9°46' and 97°4' East.

It contained at present an area of 78,523 sg. km.

as against the country‘s total area of 3,280,483 =sg.km.
Thus, the state constitutes 2.39 percent of the total land
area of the country. As.am ranks 12th in respect of area
i
among all the states.
Population of Assam stocd at 199 lakhs as on Ist
March 1981 and Assam ranks thirteenth in respect of population
among all the states of the Indian Union. (Fig. 1 is showing

the location of Assam ). S

Assam is situated at the North-Eastern Himal ayan
sub-region of India. Naturally the state has mainly two

'different natural regions -
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(a) assam Plains - conprising of the plaln areas
cof various plain districte ¢f Goalpaza, Dhuwbrl, Nokrajhar,
Kamrup, Barpeta, Darrang, MNagaon, Siksagar and Lakhimpur

districts and ;

(b) Assam Hills

coaprising of United ilikir

(pregent Rarbil Anglong) andg Morth Qachar hillas, (Flge 2

ls showing the physlegraphie diviaien of Asszam )

¢ 8

Brahmaputra is the major river of Assam which links

all the plain districts except Cachar.

Through the heart of the province run the greagy

river called in Sanskrit the Brahmaputra or Sri Lauhitya

in Assam is called Lohit or Luit,

It enters the Ncrth Eastern corner of Ascam through
the Mistimi hills and turning nearly due Qest, passes through

all the districts cf North Assam.

The River Brahmaputra is the chief artery and high-
way of Assam. For generation the -ssé&ese have watered their
fields with its life-giving floods and drunk of its blessed
.water; their whole histcry and cultu;é are intimately connec-

ted with the Brahmaputra.
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‘ o}
The region extends from 25°%41 N to 27°55¢ para-

llels of latitude and from 89941' E to 96°02' E meridians

of longitudes. The valley stretches for about 720 kilometres.
in length from East to ¥est and its width varies from 130
kilometres in the western and central pérts to alkout &0
kilometres in the eastern extremsty. The valley is comprised
of 13 administrative districts, 28 csuk-divisgicns and 108

thanas,

The Brahmaputra Valley is a well defined physicgraphic
unit, it is almost a monotongus level alluvial plain dotted
with a few elevated hillock scattered along the bank of the it.
Thé&se hillocks are the outliers cf the Méghalaya plateauv and
extend from Tezpur and Mikir hills of central Assam plain as
far as Dhubri in the western extremety. To the Nerth-Last the
lower ranges‘of the Himalayas rise akruptly from the pl;in to

’ i
the south is the elevated plateau or rather succession of pla-

teau called the Assam éange, irreguvlarly brcken at its castern
and western extremeties and along its northern face, buvt in

its central portion from the eastern korder of the Garo hills

to the watershed of the Dhamsiré;forming a region of tableland
“and folling uplands. The trroadest part c¢f the valley is where the
riyer divides the districts of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur, below

which the isolated block of the Mikir hills on the south ¥4

and the projecticns group of the delta hills to the north,
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suddenly contract it. Forty nzles lo.er down it widens out.

At the lower ends of the Nacacn dastiict 2t 1s a ain rcstric-
ted by the Khasi hills, among tte spurs which the river makes
its way t rough Guwahati. Once againr 1t 1gs almest congpletely
shut in just to the west of that tcwn below the temple crowned

hill of Ailachala and Xanakhj;a i1 hPere 1t is only some 800 yards
broad. Beyond thie points, the é;lls rccede again and the vallcey
widens as far as Goalpara situaeted cn a spur cf the Garo hills.
Here at its confluence wvith the ilanas ketucen thc rocks of
Jogighopa and Pagla tock is the " Gate ©of Assam ". Immediately
beyond this point the valley again widens and at Dhubri finally

i

open out intc the great delta of Eengal.

1

As has been pointed out the E1ahmaputra valley is a
}

compact gecgraphical unit, the other important raver is Barak
which is flowing through the district of Cachar. These two
major rivers - Brahmaputra and Earak cf whichh nas considera-
ble hill catchment. During tne monscon thcse rivers spill over

their banks at frequent intervals and inandate large areas

with all their consequencies,

Climatically, Aassan has mainly two seasons. The
rainy season and the cold season. The wponscon usually starts
in June and last untill the end of Octoker, Rainfall in

Assam usually heavy due to its peculiar geographical position.
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The mnnual rainfall ranges frém 7C" in ﬁhe plain to 250"

or more in the Ncrth-Eastern Hills. The Kopili valley lying
between fhe Khasi and Jaintia hills and Mikir hills in the
Nagaon district is the only area where the average rainfall

is 43" and therefore may ke callsd the drxiest area in the

state. The rainfall rapidly diminishes after Cctober and
December is sually the drtest period of the year throughout
the state. Even after the monscon a major part of the plain
areas remain water-logoed for varying periods, depending wupon

the depth of the depression.

The soil of Assam is generally characterised by its

acidity. There is much acidity on the soil of the hills where-
|
as new alluvial soils represerting the lands on the river

{
banks are less acidic. These are often neutral and even alkaline.
The phosphoric content - £ the Upper Brahmaputra valley where

tea 1s grown i§ good but it is low in the lower valley. Soils
of Barak valley are not much different than that of Erahmaputra
valley. There is high prOpcrtioﬁ cof nitrogen and organic matier

in the soil of thé hill district. Acidic alluvial soils are
suitable for cultivation of tea. Low land areas containing.

' ﬁéévy clays and high percentage of nitrogen provide a good return’
of rice. The sandy loams abcove inundation level gives a good

A' yield of juteovFruitttrees respond guickly in the hills areas

N
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which contain heavy clays with a high percentage of organic

matter.

Nature was kind enourh hile bles-ing Assam with
various natural rescurces. The iotal deposit cf varicus

natural resources indicates that¢ Asgam 1s very rich in this

2]

respect, Natural resources 1n Aszam includes mineral resourccs,

{)

powex resources and forest resources,

Assam is endcwed vith vast natural resources with
considerable industrial potential offering extensive oppor-
tunities for the estaklicshnent of a wide range of resource-

[
based and demand-based industrial units. However, due to,

various reasons especially, the lack of the requisite economic

infrastructure, the state has continucd to lag kehind the pact
of industrialisation in the country. Over the recent years
more congenial and conducing environment 1s keing created in
the state to foster and enccurage the grouth of industries by

providing increased in the infrastructural facilities,

\

Minerals are the pre-requisite to industrial progress
as they provide the raw materials, to heavy industries like
Engineering, Chemical and other industries. Assam bkeing a
leading state of the North-Eastern Region of India is well

wed with some of the inportant mineral resources. But mineral
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serced.

resources of the state have ncut yet cormplctely

w
)]

These are the following mein mineral resources avellable

in Assain -

Coal :- Ccal 1s an important mineral prcduct in
Ascam. Coal provides fuel to hcouccholds ang incustrics in
Assam alongwith other coy-preducts. Ccalfieclds 1n As-am are
situated at Makum, ilargerita, fazira, Lankadman, Jaipur, Leda,
N andun ctc. 1otal coal rccerves of rone of Lhie main conl
fields 1n Ascsam are estimated to ke 235.6 millicon tonnes Lor

Makum, 3C.C million tonnes for Dilli-Jcypura, 2.5 million
tonnes for Nazira and C.6 millaion tonnes for Keliajan in
Karbi Anglong district. Toctal ppoduction of coal 1n Assam
which was 5,22 lakh tonnes in 1970, gradually 1ncrease? to
5.82 lakh tonnes 1n 1975 ard then to 6,49 lakh tonnes in 1978,
In 1979-80 the production of coal in Assam comes down to 5.84
lakh tonnes and then increased to 6.46 metric tcnnecs in 1981,

In 1977, total production of ccal in Assam constituted 0.6

percent of the total ccal production of the country as a whole,
Ve
Crude 011 :- Petroleunm 1s the most umnportant mine-
ral products of Assam. Total production of petroleum crude 1in
Ascsam accounts for nearly 505 c¢f country's total petroleum

output. The amount of production of petroleum in Assan varaied

marginally ketween 44,7 lakh tcnnes in 1977, 6,49 metric tonnes
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in 1978 and 584 metric tonnes 1n 1972. Total production

of petroleun then fall down to 575 meiric tcnnes in 1980

and then again increased to 646 naetric tonnes in 1981. In

1984 the total productaion of petroleun was £40 netric tonnes.

- . s 4 N
0il deposits are found in llaharkXatiya, MoOran,

Hugrijan, Rudrasagar, Galeky,, Lanka, MNazira, Teok etc.,
the first c¢il refinery 1in As:am was establiesncd at Noonnat:
( near Guwahati ) and Bcngaigaon. The main products of
these redineries are petrol, hign specd diesel, kerosene,

carbbn, wax, MNaptha etc.

Natural Gas :- Assamn is well klessed by nature

in respect of natural gas. Toial reserves of natural gas in
Assam are estimated to ke 23, 600 wmillion cukic imetres. This

is available at Nanarkatiya and lioran atea. The guentity of
natural gas utilised in Assam however, increased from 521
million cubic netres in 1578 to 942 million cubic metres

in 1979. In 1980 cthere was a fall 1n its utilisation

to only 455 455 million cubic metres., And then its utiliza-
tion increased to 869 million cubic metres in 1987 again it
is £all down to 771 million cubic metres in 1984, Total amount
of natural gas utilized in India was 1545 million cubic metres

and then Assam's utilization of natural cgas accounts {or 59.8
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percent of the total utilizaticn in the country. Hamrup
fertilizers plant and HNamrup Gas, Thermal Rower Project
are the main two projects using natural gas in Assam.(Takle
-1 showing the producticn of coal, crude 0il and limestone

in Assam ).

Limestone is also an important mineral product

of Ascam. This used as an important raw materialz H&r the

production of cement,. Limestone using in Assam are availakle

at Garampani and Koihajan in the district of Karbi anglong
and North Cachar hills. Total reserves of limestones in Garam-
pani and Koihajan:areas are estimated to ke 78 million tonnes
-and 87 million tbnnes respectively. Limestone in Assam is of

cement grade. Total production c¢f limestone in Aszam has keen
increased from 143 thousands tonnes in 1978 to 289 thoucand

tonnes in 1979 and then it is gradually increased to 875 thou-

sand tonnes in 1982,

Moreover, some other /nineral resources are also
located in Assam which included fire clay, kacline, Iron Ore
etc. ( Fig.3 - showing the cdistribution of coal, crude oil and
natural gas of Assam ).

Fire clay is found availabkle in Selvetta, Kcilajan

Namdeng and Ledo areas of Assam and their probable reserve are

2,10 million tonnes, e
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Kacline 1s also ftound in Selvetta and Jiagura

arcas and 1ts reserves are estinaitcd Lo ke 0.58 million tonnes.

Iron Ore 1s also founc 11 Asgcan wn the Chandardinges,
Lengupara ard Kunari areas of Coalwara distract, and also

in lMaham area of Kemrup distraict and 1tes prokakle reserves

are estimated to ke 17.6 million tonncse

Thus 1t 1s found that Assam 1s guite ricn uvith

its deposits of sone o1 the kasic mineral resources vhich
Ve

will provide scope for industraalisation through fuller uti-

lization cf these vast mineral r-sources.

Assan has its rich potential for the development

of forest. The Upper Brahmaputra Valley alongwith two hill
districts 1s covered by evergreen forcests and the lover Brah-

maputra Valley 1s covered ky tropical deciduous forests. Total
grea covered by forests in Assam 1s 28,608 sg. km. 1n 1978,
which is 36.4 percent of the total geographical area of the
state. But reserved forests area covers 22 percent of the total

geographical area of the state. Among all the distriacts, Karbi

Anglong and Ncrth Cachar hills possesses highest concentration
of forests i1n the state and 1ts area constatutcs 40.2 pcercent

of the total forest area of the statc, ‘
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lorest provide tanler laike Sal, Lansun, Jhigun,

Karoi, Sishu, Ganari e€tc. '.hich are very nuch veluwalhle ror

different construction works. 1rusg, fcrests provide not only
timber but also excellent employ ot onportunitices to thousands,
Forest also provide fuel for houssho.ds which 1s comparatively

cheaper. Many people are getting their livelaihood Ly supplying

fuel i1n the form of fire wood f{ron forests.

rorests 1n Assa:.n providcs ra. mmatcrials for various
industries like Plywocd industry, matcn andustry and the paper
industry . Timber which are required for the production of

Plywood are sufficiently available in the diifierent forests

1N Assame

Forest in Assam also provide sand and stone chips
for construction purposes wrich are available in plenty in

the side of forests, streans ana rivers.

Among all wild aniiale available in tne forests of

Assam, elephant, tiger, deer, bear, one horn rhino are guite

famous.

Thus forests resources in Assam are providing huge

amount of revenue to the Governmnents.

e
From the akove going discussion, 1l 1s clear that

forest resources are occupying a very important place in the



00

Ooutput from forest in Ascam is composed of timker,
fuel and scme minor forest proiucte ise. bamboo, cane etc.
Total out-turn of timker in thousands cubic metres were 447

'

in 1973-74, 557 in 1974-75, 48C in 1977-78 and 331 in 197&-89,

The value of minor forsst products which includes

bamboos and cane was Ks. 72 lakhs in 197C-71 than increased

to Rs, 143 lakhs in 1976-77,
y
Forest in Assan has contributed only Rs. 57 lakhs

in 1950~51 to the revenue of Assan Government and its contri-
bution rose tc Rs. 966 lakhs in 1977-78, Rs. 1110 lakhs in
1978-79, Rs. 1221 lakhs in 156C-€1 and finally to Rs. 15.6

crores in 1981-82.

Forest resources are naving its strategic importance
o i
to the economy of Assam. Abbut 22 percent c¢f the total land
area of Assam is covered with reserved forest. Assam is
favoured with its south-western monsoon which helped her to

grow various valuable trees and plants; Forest in Assam is
composed of evergreen forests and tropical deciducus fofests.
This huge forzsts in Assam contribute its eccnomy in many
respects ( Table- 2 showing the total area - under forest

in Assam ).
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economy cf Ascan. There is nuch scope for Lthe devclopmnent of
forest resources which wi1ll preovice scope for thc devclopnent

of forest-based industried in Ascane.

Power is an ecscential prc-regquisite for industrial
develcpment. Assam 1s cgenerously klzsced by nature with its

huge power potentiagl based on warcer. natural gas, coal and
oil. Assamn alone has 28 percent of the total hydro potential
of the country which rewmained under utilized. Chandrapur
Thermal, Namrup Thermal and Eongaigaon ‘lhermal power stations

are the main power stations in Assam.

Thus, Assam has its rich pover potential which staill
largely remain under utilised. Inspite of having huge amount
of natural resources, the state's economy still remain largely
of natural resources which are under-developed and involves
1tself into the wastage of huge guantity of natural resources,
Investment in Assam are mainly towards exploitation of riach
resources viz., tea, jute and 0il which 1s a reflection of the
continuation of old coloniam pattern of investment. Earring

4

the setting up of a fertilizers and three refinaries no signis

ficant utilization of natural rcsources has come about. Assam

has 28 percent of the total hydro-po er potential ol the country

which remains under utilised. The vast coal rcsources have not
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been exploited, despite several possaibkilities for use as few
for proauction of coke and as kase zor several chcmical indus-
tries. The forest resources in assan also under utilised. In

the coming future we can nope trat aiiferent natural rcsources.

From the above c¢orng discussion, 1t ts clecar that
we can come to the conclusion tlhat natural region of Assamn,

[

climgle of As-am and tne rogsource of As am are Qirceltly or

indirectly co-related with each otnaer.

The natural region are mostly influenced by the
climate of Assam. Due to the cliwnatic condition the two natural
regions of Assan became the attracted places for the ceople.
Because, climate provide necessary rainfall for cultaivation,
for the growth of forest and also 1t helps water resources of

J
the state.

On the other hand, natural regicn and lccation of the
state helps for this type of climate. Generally, both the natu-
ral regions and climate have a good relation. Relief and clinate

play a very important role in thesdevelopment of different re-

sources of the state. Mostly relief playing a sigmifticant role

in the different resources of the region. On the rugged hills
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region, transportation facilities will ke more difiticult

for warrying the diffecrent resources tce the raclory. In Assan

most of the arca arc occupied L, toc maln recion, so transport-
ation tacilities w1ll ke casier. Tnus, rclief play a sagnifrcant
role in the source of Assamn. Due tc ine cuitallc claimatac
conditions the wvorkers can live al tre site of the resources.

SO climate also play a rolc on thec, rccource.

As a factor relicf nelp to develop a clinatzic regaion
and also to develop the dizfecrent rcsources in the region, and
climate also play a very impcrtant role con the two natural rcgions.

Thus they help on the different regionalism of tle state.



CHAPTEZR- III

HISTORICAL EACKGRCUND .
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Chapter ~ 111

The modern nare ¢f the 3tate 'Acsan' 1s actually
of quite recent origin. It is connccted with thc shan inva-

ders who eniered the Eraghmavutra valley in the reginning of

the thirteenth century A.Do. and” +ho were kno:n as Ahoms. The
tradition of the aAhom is that, the present nanmc 1s derived
from fasana' in the sense of "unegqualled" or "peerless".
They say that this was the term applied to then at the time
of their invasion of the valley ky tﬂelocal trikes, in
token of their admiration of the way in which the aAhom King

P4

first conquered.

However, another vdew has kteen suggested the name
(Asan) observed Baden-Powell is most prokably traceable

to the Ha-com of the low or level country. In this case, it

was the country which gave its name to the people.

Ascsam is a part of the country Xknown in ancient

times as Pragjyotisa. By this name the country was Known in
the great epics, the Ramayana and the Mahakharata as well

as in some of the principal puranas.

Pragjyotisa was a fanous kingdon in carly times

2

and is often mentioned in the Rahabharata.
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The Markenrdeya purana places pragjyotisa on the
face of tortoise. It 1s also mentioned in the laist of the
people of tne East as given by Varahamihir ain c¢he Brhat
Samhita. Thc same statement are also found in thc llatsya
and the Brahmanda puranas. 1-:e Ehagavala Purana to Fragjyo-

tisa when recounting thec story cf “Narakao. The Kalika purana

a work of the 18th Century A.D. says " Fornccly Brahma
staying here created the stars : so the city is called

Pragjyolispura a city cqgual to thc city of India “.

Kamarupa - It has Leen descrired 1n the Kalika

purana that immediately afier 'laraka of Mithalla bccamo]

King and was placed in charge of the goddes Kamakhya. The
name of the land was changed from Fragjyotisa to Xamarupa.
The term Kamarupa syrnkolised a new culti, and in cxalcation

of 1t the land itself vas rcchristcned. The earliecst epi-
graphic refercnce to Keaarupa is ho ever to Le found in the
well known Allahabad incription f{ Samdragupta vhcre Kama-

rupa is menticned as a frontier territory.

Thus the name of Pragjyctisa changed to Kamarupa.
The Assamn valley was a part to thc ancient territory of Kama-
rupa. The whole of the North East India is a grcat reservoir

of a composite population derived {rom various cthnolinguis-

i

tic backgrounds and drawn from difierent directions at diffe-
|

rent times. The four major elements of populaticn of the
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region include the Austrics, the Dravidians, the Aryans aand

the Mongoloids. The people of different ethnic origins bhaving
diverse socio-cultural backgroinds entered As-an f{ron diffe-
rent direction at the pre-historic, haistoric and rccent past.
It was probakly from the third millennium E.C. that the great

Sino-Tibetan speaXing people started infiltrataing into the
Brahmaputra Valley. Thus, the population of the valley is
comprised of a large numker of tribal groups of the llongoloid,
Bodos with certain Astraloids strains alonguwith the Aryan and

the Dravidian elements. The Assamzse speaking masses of the

area is a population group formed@ out of the cvltiral synthesis
and fusion of all the four major clements of population Tentioned

above.

From the pre-historic tincs to the 12th century A.D.
the Brahmaputra valley vias ruled -y a numter of tribal lings.
Even, 1f this wvas a politically stable period, thcrec was influx

of diffcrent groups of people fron the neighbouraing Tibctan,

.Chinese and Burmese territories as well as f{rom the North and

Central Indian Kingdoms from time to time., During this period,
groups of people of different origin started settling in va-
rious parts of the valley. Trere 1s historical evidence that

these tribal groups did not setile down permancntly in any
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particular locality for sufficienlly long time., Their migra-
tion from one part to another in search of tetter agraicultu-
rhl dand and suitarle phycical environment can lLe iraced
by locating their hakitional cpace in different period of
time. Thus, the history of land occurancy of thie period is

a record of evolution and ciffusion of =scttlcrments of wvarious

groups of trikal populastion in most parts of thc territory

and of vast tracts of la-d laying uninhabited.

Thus, from the 13th century tc thc coming of the

British rule in 1826 A.C., tre Erahmaputra Valley was poli-
tically unstable and witnessed many battles, As a result of
political and social instabkility,tbe inhabitants migrated
from one locality to another in cearch of security. The poli-
tical situation in the vz2lley did not permit the inhabitants
to grow permanent settlement in many portions of the regions
e
only in the Upper Braghmaputra Plains, where the Ahoms ruled
for a longer period and which remained relatively unaffected
by the wars, settlements could grow under ctable atmosphere.
Further, the unique land recvenue administration of the

ahom kings had maintained little scope for uniform growth of

permanent settlements within their tcrritories. During the



-Ahom rule the King assumed the aksclute right over both land and

its occupants. No individual s ccould acguire ownerchip over land.

0n

Individuals were treated as the possecssors of the land without
System’ of revenue administration, the occupants of the land had

to pay the state specified manual lakour or in lieu of that hicgher
rate of pole tax. But, the mejor disadvantage of the system was that

fferent in differcnt parts of th

$-t
[y

the rate cf land revenue was d

territory. This was kecause of the fact that the rewenuve admini-

stration of a particular area was left tb the protectorate kings

i
or apointed officials for the area and his revenue assessment was

final for that part of the territory. The protegtorate king or
appointed officials assessed revenue on the kasis of the revenue

he had to pay to the King. The differentiesl -rates of land revenue

in various parts cf the kingdom resulted in the migraticn of the
cultivators from high rent paying areas to the lcw rcnt paying arecase.
The only areas of highef population concentration within the high
rent paying areas were the revenue free ¢grant lands of thc Ahom
mKings, which were commcnly known as 'Dharmottar', 'Dekbottar' and

'Brahmottar' landse.

In Assam the early system of revenue administration has
been recorded in the introduction to Assam Land and Revenue Regula-

tion as follows :-

" Under native rule the soil was ihe absolute proﬁerty
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of the sovereign and the "rayats" who cultivated it vcre themselves

more like serf than $reermazn. The vhole population wvas divided into
'khals' of from 1000 to 5C0C pcrsons and these again vere subk-
divided into ‘gocts'. Each 'gots' cortained three or four ‘'Faiks!
or 'rayats' and one Paiks of each got was bhound to rcnder personal
service trhoughout the ycar to thc kaja cr to sone ol he oflficers
of the State. In return each memker of the 'got' was alloued two

‘purse’ (nearly three acres) of rice land or 'guamat:i', free of
rent the two 'Paiks’ yho remained at Hom cultivating not only their
own shares but also that of the third menker of thc 'got',,whose
turn it was to give his lakour to the state. Each 'Paik’ wés allo-
wed a pcice of land for his housc and garden for which he paid cne
rupee annually as house poll cr hearth tax. If a 'ypail' cultivated
any rice land in excess of his t:o0 ‘purce', hc was assessed on it

at the rate of one rupee zer pura. Thc non-cultiiveting section of

e
the community paid a higher rate of poll tax ard ‘Pan' cultivetors
(persons taking up land for temporery cultivation at a distance from
their permanent holdings ) a tax on their ploughs while the hill

tribes were muloted in a hoe-tax cn their cotion cultivation"

(page. 1liv).

According to historian Gairt, Suargadeo Godadhar Singha

introduced land measurement. Gocdadhar Singha came to know aﬁout
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that thc P.S. System prevented futire cnhanccment of rcvenue.
There was also intcnsec rack rent:ng thich parpcericcd pcasanlry
resulting shrinkage of mar%ets for Zritish goods. Though r¢asons

were nol rec rded, the then British administration according to
introduction to A.L.R.R. (pagc (lvi) thought that "in evcry way

a preferakle course to give the ac.ual occupant cf the soil as
secure a tenure as can re conferred upon hi— cibjcct Lo the pay-
ment of revenue to the Govt. at ratce fixed for long periocds, and
to preserve a clear distinrction ketween the rightL and obligations

of proprietorghip and the duties of fiscal and official administra-
tion". The then Léeutenant Govecrnor ¢f Pengal held a conference
with the Ecard of Revenue and it vas dccided anongst others that
(a) term of settlement should crdinar:zly ke 1C ycars; (b) settle-
ment was to be made with the occupants cultivators: (c) Rate of
assessment to ke fixed for tcrm of sctilement and liakle for en-
hancement; (d) permanent holdings wcre heritalkle and transfcrable
and (e) lands brought under cultivation during the curiency of a
settlement were to be assessed year by year kul the heritable and
transferable title was to ke conferred until next scttlcment. It
was on this basis the Commicssioner of Assam then drcw up a set up
of Rules knoun as Settlement Rulcs of 1E70 by declaring Revenue

Officers to be the Commissioner, !ouzuadars & Mandals. The lMouzuadars

were required to record the result of his mcasurcment in a2 field
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land measurement system f£rcn the Moharmmadans thcn Ve camre in their

contact while he was forced to leave hig Xaingdon temporarily. After

becoming Lhe Hing again Cadoedhar S:irgha rccrulted uarveyorec fronm
Bengal and Coch-Eehar and crdered survcy cf land which was completed

after hiec dcath.
In Assam, there viere also chassification of land accor-
ding tc 1ts use. 'lhe classification vare -5 follcociis @

1, Rupit ( rice land )
2. Faringhati ( high land )

3. Kathiya toli { lend for raicing scedlings)

4, Bao Toli ( land fit for deep water paddy )

5. Bengena toli ( land for raising crovs of brinjals )
6. Eari or Bhiti ( Yo-estcad land )

7. Habi { Forest lang )

8. Dal~nr ( marsnr lard with dal gracs )
9. Bakari ( open waste land )

10. Bil ( fishing waters ).

Waste land not settled with anybody were irated as
'Ubar'. The above classification is st2ll being followed vath

certain modifications

By the time Assam Vallcy ceme under Dritish Rulc, the

demirits and other pernicious efifects of thc perrancntly scttled
systems surfaced and because ci thesc Zanindary systcm rcmained

confined to Goalpara and Sylhet distracts only. 1he dcmerits vas


file:///vhich

64

Register ( Chitha } from r'haich a~ gkcoraoct (¥hatian) and a

rcvenuc roll ( Jzaakand: )} rcre prcuarcd. aparl froan thcce,
7
other concessional grants like Frze simple grants, Leacc hold

grants of 18054 were there nainly to crcourare thc tra indusiry.
It was clearly state in A.L.I.R. that " for ncarly a ccntury

aftcr the discovery of tea an Assam 1n 1826, 1t was the polacy

of Govt. to encouraje the orening out ¢ 1he sparsely populatied
tracts of thc state by the offsr of land specrally favouraklce

terms". The total geographical area of the prcsent cstatc of Assam
is 78,523 sg.¥n. ©f vvhaich 63,301 sgo.Kn. are in 14 plain districts
and 15,222 sg.Km. are in two autononous Hills District. The total
population according to 1971 Cercus 1s 146.25 lalkhs of hich total
work force 1s 40,88,493 and 22,283,898 vere cultivators and there
str 4,05,440 agraicultural lakourcrs. According to 1271 Cenzus

the new sown area 1s akbout 22 lg%h hectares ard 1,799,000 hectarces

are under tea and 1,20,000 hectares are under jutc cultavation.

The general charactcr of thc cettlement in Accan was

'Ryatwari' in the sence tnat tne pranciglc aimcd at i1s thel of
dealing dairectly with actual occupants without the iniervention

of any middlenan or land lords and ket 'cen the settlcrs and Govts,

in all the districts except Goalpara 2nd Karaimjanj), tenporary settle-

mentwas iptroduced and the settlement of land was made by granting
|

annual lease or periodic lease wh™ich weie ordinarily valid from
i
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one settlement operation to mext settlencnt operation. Pricr to

abolaition of Zamni~Cari in che dictrict of Goalpara and Karimanj

O-
Fh

the estates were settlcd unrdcr the provi

™M

ions tnc Zengal Dcece-
nnial Settlemcnt Regulaticn of 1793 : 1o Lhe pcreons ¥noim as pro-

prietors having same richts 2ké oklications of L'.¢c Zanindars ol

Bengal. The rights of the croprietores i.c., Zanindaris and otlc r

big tenurcs holders have Leen since acguircd and Che erstihile
tenants of the Zamindars and tenuce holdecs are nos holding their
land dircctly under Govt, 4 th the status of land holder under
A.L.R.R. The Aszam land and Revenuc Act, 1886 ( Regulatlog I of

1886 ) rcgulates and governs the land revenue adminictration and the

terms and conditicns of setilerent,

The land reforms policief cf vost-indepcndocnce period
were mainly thc policies 0f the Congrcss party on vhich tne impor-
tant imprint of mass move tert aften led by lefts .cecre also there.
There is the details of the pbdicy formation f:rst undcr Dr. Rajen-

dra Prasad and later under J.C. Xamarappa have keen discusred in

the Report (Vol.XV) of the National Comrission on Agriculture in 1976,

Imnediately, after enactmwent of the legislation the land-~

i
lords launched big offensive roth against the lav ans the tenants
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resorting to large scale eviction of Ahiars. The Act was émended

. /"
in 1974 by incorporating a new secticn viz., Sec. %4A which
conferred powers upon the Rrvenué CEificers to restore possescsion
to illegally evicted tenangs on applicat;ong A3 fegards impl ernen-~
tation, the Rules were frared in 1972 and imnediately thercafter an
operation to operate andAprepare the reaorde of rights ¢f the tenants
was launched in all the plains district. After tardy progress,the
recording of tenants received =z ig pucsh durihg CMErr CNCY agd as a

1

result 3,022,471 persons have keen rccorded as tenants i,

In Assam, Govt. Wwaste land, P.G.Rs, V.G.Rs and Forests
lands are opened from time to time for offering settlement by adop-
ting policies. It was found that the .settlement policies cof 1939,

-1942, 1943, 1945 (2 policies), 1950, 1958 end 196& laid down inter-

alia the policies and quantum of land for individual settlement
But the settlement policy of 1972 stopued individual settlement and
laid down the principles of collective use oﬁ land by formin
Agricultural Farming Corporatipn,&n act viz. the Assam Agricultural
Earming Corporations_éct, 1973 was onacted'w;th a viecw to establi-
shing and working df'Agricultural'Farming Ccrporations by enlis-
ting landless cultivators as share holders in a Corporate kody.

A

About-34'Farming Corporations have heen established on Govt. khas
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ing. The experiaent is a

W)
1w

land but rcsults erg not yet encours:
welcome ncasure as availahkility of TarQ is Last diminishing in

the face of ever 1incrcasing number c¢f landless acriculturists

]

in Assam where industry did nct develop to aksorb a part of the

population for gainful employirent.

In Assam any indermend-nt cr:-tical revicw of the progress

of land reformes enactments a~d othrr lzs haeg not lcon atiempted

csuch attempts had to rely

=

by any non-official with indept study.al
on official vcrsion of facts and figurcc. LU can ke inferrcd that
achievements on the whole may not ke imnpressive but all the efforts
succeeded in aholition of inter-mecdiaries to a great cextent and

amounting an attack to break th= landlord-tenant nexus.
/7

As alrcady state the ecconc~y of Acssan is rural and with-
out developing the agriculture, the progrcss of Assan is not
possible . There is wvast mineral rcsources, bul the potentiality
of agriculture os equally vast. It is absolutely necestary to have
an integrated improved under onc crganisation for land, land reforms,
improved agricultural technigue, irrigation and £1 w 0f crcdit. Past

|

experience has shown that all the placemez) cfforts did not §ucceed

to 1ift the cconomy out of stagnation.
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Another important factor cauc.ng migration of pcople
from the f{ronticr arcas of the Ascan Vallcy adjacent Lo the hilleg
that some warlike nill trikes living i1in the Paimelayan foothilks
such as the Nagas in the south and tLne Mishis, the Adis and the
Bhutias in the north used to collect 'poca'’ or local tax from the
setilements situated along ihe 'duars'. Such tax claimed by the hill
tribes existed during the rules of all the earlicr Kings. The 'posa’
included specified amount of padly, cloths, corics ctce. even during
the British rule, the then administrative had to agree to pay quit
rents to such hill trikes to stop thc proattaice of collecting such
taxes from the settlements situated alonyg the duarc. Over and akove
the hill trikes frequently raided neighbouring scttlements situated
in the valley., Thus, the uneven c¢rowth and distrikuticn of settle-
ments and the frequent migration of pcoplc fron cnc part oi the valley

Pia

to another prior to the followuing causes -

(i) social insecur:ity created by th succcssive battles
that took place among thc neighbouring polaitical
powers in and around the¢ regicon since the dawn of

the thirteenth century;

(ir) frequent inwvasion of the area by thc Mughals
and the Burmese during the six hundred years prior
|
to the British rule and the raids and tortured

1
lashed out by the invadcrs over the common

people ;
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(iii) the 'Posa' keing an additional kurden to the
inhabitants living in the peripheral tracts of
the valley restricted the growth the settlements

in such areas;
(iv) the freguent rzids of the hill trikes in the
settlements around the duars; and,

(v) differential rates of land rcvenue imnmposed by
the Ahom rulsg cn the occupants living in the

different parts of their territory.

At the time when the EBritish tcok poscsession of the

region, the Assam Valley was very thinly popul atcd with wast

Y

tracts of waste land laying gninhabited. There were higher
concentration of population and fairly high growth of settle-
ments in the south bank plain of the Erahmapgutra in comparison
to the North kank plain. ‘Also in and around the temple sites

all over the walley, there were higher concentration of koth
population and settleﬁents recause of the location cf rcvenue
free grant lands of the Ahom Kings in such places. At that
time, there was a commnon practice amcng the cultivators that
~ they cultivated over any particular plot of land for twc or

three years and then abandoned the plot and selected a ngw
one. This practiceAcreated proklems in the rcvenue administra-
tion of the British Governmenf. The initial steps taken by
the British administration in the settiement cf land during

the period 1826-1886 A.D., were :-



(i) Akolition of thec Faikan systemn of rcvenue admini-

stration:

1

(ii) fixation of land recvenuce on the bacis of land
productivity and classification cf land based on

ut:ility and fertility:

(i1i) prevention cf blacknailing by the hill traikes
over the cultivators seitled i1n the peripheral
areas Cf the valley and of the harras<ment over
the cultivators by the Revenue 0fflLicers;

(iv) instituticn cf simple pcriodic lease system of land
occupancy to facilitare the grouth of pcrmanent
setilements;

(v) impositicn of partial restraictions over the car~
lier practice of frem~vcnc chaﬁée oI cultaivaile

plots by the cultivators:; ang,

(vi) leasing out the cultivakle vaste lands for teca
plantations under l:kcral terns and conditions of

the Free-Simple Rules of 1854,

Through a likeral form cf rcvenue admin.stration and
the creation of a stable sccio-economnic almosphere, the Eritish

!
rulers would provide a congenial environment for a stcady growth

of permanent settlements in the wholz of thc Assam.

Simply the abkove going discuse<icn about the Histori-

~fal Background of Assam.
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Huagn activity are determined by»social structure
of the people. Social environment ard social structure of thev
people influenced the level of econohic activities and growth
of economic organisations etc. Thers are come peculiarities:
in the behaviour, customs and traditions and soccial institutions

of every nation or any sectiocn thersof,

Similarly, population of Ascsamn is composed of hete-
rogenous elements of difierent races, castes, languages and
cultures, Thisg diversity led to the growth of diverse social

institutions. In the past, Caste'éystem played a significanf
role and still plays important rcle in the determination of
economic activities of tne people of the state., In Assam .rany
_castes hatve grown largely due to the influence of tnhe non-Aryan
population. Joint family system, which was very popular among
"the people of the state, started declining its popularity with
the growth of industries and disintegration of the old feudal

l
system,

There are different types of tribal population in
Assam and they maintain different languages and different faiths.
Every tribe has its cwn peculiarities and peculiar sccial insti-

tutions., Ncwadays, it is ckserved that the old type cf static

v



society is last disintegrating in Assan vhaich has an 1wm.ortant
influence in determaning life z2°3 s a,.e of tne econcm. of the

people of the state,

AREAL CF ATTRACTION

The immigration and micration generally tcck place
due to some attraction of a part:cular place. In this respect,
we can say that there are wany areas c¢f atiraction in As-am.
They are -

1. The fertile lard of Assar,

2. Tea Garden

Innigration to Assamn fron Eazncladecsh 1c going on

unabated since the beginning of the present century. %hc fertale
land of Ascam attracted the East Lengali farmers ( mostly
Mulsims ). Imnigration started. Fairstly, they estallaiched

|
settlements in Goalpara district mostly in tne char land and
reserved forests and then tanned aut live bees to clhcr parts
of the state and gradually they made an 1solated regiocns in

different parts of the state. ‘ihey i1moact grcat influence on

the social pattiern of Assam,

v

Assam witnessed a series c¢i 1niigration in tl.e medern

time. Refecrence hes alrgeady bcen 1acde to ithce labourcrs in the tca



garden., with the opening of thr tca garden in the kecinning of
the second halif of the last century, lakourerc Lo worn in thc

gardens vere brougnt Erom Zihar, Cricsa, Madhyo Pradcsh etc. The
i

nunber went on increasing till 1941. Lven théen in nawural course

their numker increased, liany larolrers lcft tnec tra gardens
and settled do/m as farmers in Gecvernicnt wstelancs or plot
provided by the garden auvthority. 1hey are referred to as ¢x-lea
garden workers. In Assam, they are regardsd as forming cne unit,

gradually they started thecir culture, and inwited their friends

to the tea garden to jcin ¢n a lakcurcr and they forned another
isolated region which are generally Zcund in Vgper Assam arcas,

and thus they influenced the scocial pattern of Assan.

V]

In Recent years, large nunker c¢f vecople from cther
parts of India having different ethnic idcntities have cone to
Assam to settle permanently. Thais includes people cf various

linguistic and cultural groups. Morcover, many HNepalis have also

come from the neighbouring country, !'epal. llany of thc lHepalis

have adopted Assamese as their mother tongue and hence they are
l

not incluyded under Nepali. Mcst of the llepalis came tc Assam

as livestock farmers mostly cattle and butfaloes kut later on

o)

they took up farming of land also as proiessicn and vradually

beca.ne permar ent settlers.



lnoreovecr, the difrerent itr:ika2) croups vhica arc Lcund

.

generally like to live 1n hilly regiocn. %0 they are generally

found in the diffcicont hilly regions oL the ~{abo. (n Lhie olhor
hand, the climate c¢f Assam 1s very suitalle for living 2nd also
for cultivation, Then they are attracted to tne Accanm and gradually

became permanent settlers,

So frcm the above going discussicn, 1t 15 clear that

(SN
b

different people attracted ky the fertile vailey cf Assam and

by the tca gardens cf Assam and fina2ll, by the Jlimate of Assam.
PRER =)

e
Gradually they developed tieir culture in the dif.erent
regions,make an isolated regions ard thus they impact on thc sccial

pattern of Ascam.

3

In cne sense, all tie pcople who live in pregent day
Assam are the people of Assamn. But in fact u.hen one talks or the
people afeAssam all such people are not included. Usually ky'the
"people cf Assam" is meant the people vhose mother tongue 1s'

Assamese and the indigenous trikal inhakitants cf thig part of

the country.

In Ascam itself certain larguaces evolved and developed

to attain specific form with regards te diilfcrent aspects. 1nhcsc
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are the local langusges spoxen cutside Assam, but these are

typical of Assam. The present day Assamcéelpeople at the time

of their migration to Assam were nct known as the Assamese,

their languages was also nct the Acsamese of the modern form like
other elements of culture, the languages one cf the most impor-
tant components also changes with time, lhe Assamesc is an
Indo—Aryan language and it has its rcct in the Senskrit. dhe
languages had to :rass through differcnt stégcs cf cGevelopment

in different times to assume its prezent form. This transformaticn
took place in Asszam itsgelf and the language came to be known as
Asomiya in this part cf India, whiéh is called Assam. This lang-
uage of Assam is the language which has been spcken till tocay.

Therefore, the pecple whose mothecr tongue is Assamese, form of

the people of Assam. -

Assamn i1s the homesland of sevcrai trikes - Rakha, Rodo,
Kachari, Karbi (Mikir), Tiwa (Lalung), Mishing (Miri) etc. Each

of these has its cwn language.

These people are alsc migrated to Assem in long part
from different direction and at different intervals of time. Per-
haps at that time they were not called by their respcctive rames

mentioned akove. They had their <wn culture including language



and physical characteristics vher they come to Ascam. Dut in
course of time on account of variou= fuclours chanygcs Look placc
in different aspects. Whatever inight e the root of their lang-

vages, the languarges tnat they opvak tody accuncd thear proecent

[0

forms in Assam i1tself. Hence the speahers of these larguagce ar

undoubtedly a part cf the pecple of Assam.

The dirfferent tea garden lakours also a part of tne

people of Assa. In this recard vve give a guote froan t c book,

e

" The Savaras of Moncotta" (Kar 1981 ).
7

As regards their languages for communication, the majo-
rity of the people have been found to be bi-lingual. amongst
themselves, they used a medium which 1s a mixture of Hindi and
their own dialccts, while with the local people they cpeak bpoken

and tribalized Assanese ( char Eagichar Ahomnia 1.e. Tea Garden

Assamese ). The majority of thne people have been lavirg here for

generations togetther have never been spoken their dialcct as the

means of communication with the fell»u members. Consequently,inost
\

of then have forgetten the s.ume - 1t car be stated that a ncw

lingua-franca, with a mixed but nevertheless independent kasic
structure has emerged among the tne people dA ithe presgent social

context,

I1f we accept that this situation projects the true

linguistic pddture of the teca garden oG ex-lea gardern labourers



than according to our definition unquestionally, they form a
section of the pecple cf Assam. As a maiLter cf fact ~uite

a large number of them have accepted aAssamese as treir ]languages.
In their way of life tco, some of taem are undistinguishable
from the local Assamese people, This section nas became inse-

parable part of the Assanese speaking Acsanese,

In this context, another population concs to the

v

picture., Mostly because ci ccconowic rearon, they canmc to A-caa
from erstwhile Last Bengal ( prescnt Lancladecsh ) morc particularly
from Mymensingh district. In the coursc of time they are on the
way to become part of the veople cf Acsan. Some of them have

already become so.

In adcéition to these, pecrle of Assam, several other
population also live in Assam. Assam is a state of 1ndia, there-
fore, it is quite natural trat in Assam there will be ccrtalin
population which have come in different times from different parte.
of India. They migrated to Assam mostly for eaonomic reasons.

This sort of migration started mainly with the coming of the Bri-
tish after the f£all of the Ahom rule. 3Scme of them have €ome

Assamese and many of them have keen  Ascanized.

These people are part and parcel of the Assamese, society,
o

Other, however, are maintained their cwn socio-cultural identaties.



The other division include two catecories of reople.

19N

One is 1n Assam for its oun econcmic ltenefit., The mcmkers of
this category arc vast concecrncd vith Asgam's intcrcst co long

as they are not directly affected. They have their scecond foot

in their respective home states. In tine cf{ crisis in Assam

they can leave their homsteads at any moment. Thic may affect
their economy to a certain extent, but nct vitally. Therefcre,
this section of people could 1:ave Assam withouvt any seccond.

<

Though during the last Chinese acression,
7

The nuuwker of second category though they have no
second footing in their own states are in Assam physically but
their mind and soul are in their cv'n state. Tney know more about
their own state than of Assam. They have never tried to ke ac-

guainted with thc Assamese way cf l:ife, not to speak of accep-

!

ting, following or even participat:ing in it. Thcy are always

l
\

guided by the so called leader of theair own state. Ascan has not
been benefited in any way by the prescence of these pcople. On the
other hand, sometime they do not hesitate to wocrk against the
interest of Assam. In this context, it should clearly ke stated

that the employees of varicus orgyanisations vho are tenporarily

-

posted in Assam have nct been taken intc account in this discussione

v

According tc the 1971 census, 71.04 percent of the

people of Aszam are Hindu. ihe ruslirt ceonstitules 24,03 percent
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percent of the total pcpulation. The Christian, Sikh, Buddhist
and Jain 4.46 peréent, 0,08 percent, C.3C percent and 0.(9

percent respectively. One is yet to know what the prcsent

position is,

In scme ci the districts of Ugper Ascam, there are

certain small population which we called

til

udéhist by religicn.

hake, Turung, Duania etc.,

el

They are the Khamyang, Aiton, Teai,

v

=
'—‘
0]
b
l.._!.
-
lJ
(@]
3
%]
(-]

living in small areas surround=d by peonle of othe

"They are faithfully following their own religions,

The sikh include two categorieé, one is the runjab Sikhs
who come in recent years fcr varicus purposes and the other the
Assamese Sikhs. The majority of th¢ Aszamese Sikhs are concentra-
ted in a village called éorkala in Nagacn aistrict. come of them
are lived in Darrang district also. They are thc deszcendants of
those Sikh soldiers who came from Funjab to help cne of thefAhom
rulers to fight against the Burmese invaders., After the war many
soldiers preferred to settle in Assam permanently. They marricd
local girls and in due course one religious comunity came into

being,

./:

History tells that Assam came into keing ccntact with

pbart of the thirteenth

S

¥

the Muslim for the first time in the early .

century when Muhammad Bin Bakhtiyar Xhi a Muslim general of

]
.
=

-
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Kutub-uddin led a Turkish army to this region. Follcuirg him
on several occasions other huslim invaders cane to Assam. LEvery
time they were defcated. It may pcrhaps ke ascumed that a fow

muslim soldiers preferred to live in ascam instead of «coing

back with their defieated leaders.

Many local pecrle were co-vertcd to Islan because
of his unfluence., However, many corversion generally tock

place through marriage, beczuse the lMuslim soldiers did not
bring their wives with them and hence they had to marry

local girls. Again the Ahon kings encouresg¢ed ccrtain Muslin
artisans families to migrate to assam to take part in differ-
ent> activities. Thus, there were slcu incorporation of
Muslim into Assam in small numcers over a long period of
time., At various socio~-cultural levels the assamecse Hindus
and Muslims interact freely., lany, socic-cultural elemnents

more particularly at folk level of the Assamese Hindus and

Muslims are very similar.

Christianity spread with the coming of the British
and American missionaries. However, it is mos;ly confined to
the tribal people more particularly the hill trikcs ncw
inhabiting the adjoining states. liost of the Assam tribe,

-

fmC.
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more particularly tne hill trikbecs no: inhabiting the adjcining
states, Mcst cf the Asssam trike, particularly the plains

are Hindu though many of tiem practicing thesr ovn religion.

Many of the Ascam tribtes, who belong tc Tibcto-Eurman
linguistic family still sreak their ovn rcepcctive languages
of that language family. Others have forgotien thorr ovn Jira-

\

lects and have accepted Assamese as thcarr mothhr tongue.

Looking at from a different angle, the people £
Assam can be divided into two hroad evategories, tribal and non-

tribal. The government has given a list of Scheduled tribes

( The scheduled Castes ard Schecduled Trabes ordered (Ainendments)
act, 1976. ( No. 108 of 1976 dated the ~8th Septcinber, 1976).
Census of India . And the stace of A:sém excludiag the autono-

mous districts,
1. Barman in Cachar;
2. Boro, Borkachari
3. Deori
4, ngai
5. Kachari, Sonowal s

6., Lalung

8 o i"liri

9. Rabha
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The Kachari are distributed almost all cver Lhe

state. They have several sub-divisions. Cne is the Dimasa,
who are a hill pcople and are concentratcrd in the HNerth Cachar

hills. The Sonowval, Thengal and Tharua are net within Upper

-

Ascam. The Kacharis of lcwer and midale Assamn are vory often

older referred tc as tne Eoreo-Xzachari or Lcro.

The Rabhas are mostly net within Lower A-can. They
too have several sub-division, the main three kring the Pati,

Rangdani and the Maitori. Tne HMishings ( Miri) and the Deorics
inhabit some parts of Upper Assan. The Tiwas ( Lalung ) are
mostly confined to Middle Aszam, where the Hajais also live,

The Meches mostly live in LowE€r Assam.

Some Garo settlement are found in Assam, though Garo
homeland in the Garo hills of Meghalajya. The Sane is truc of the
Khasi and the allied population. Nacgaland is the state of the

Nagas but some of them are met within Accan also. The 'Man'

settlement are mostly fourd in the Garo hills. dhe Kuki trilkes

and the Hmars live in the southern hilly regions of ihe state.

1
I

The Karbi are mostly concentrated in Xarki Angleng, though many
of them are scattered in some parts of thc plain recgion particu-

larly in middle and lower Acssan.
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Besides, the Assan trikerc which are of Hongoloid
origin, some other lisngoloid populalion, nct included under
sbheduled trikes, also live in differenrt parts of thc asz.am
in large numnbers, for examdlz, the ahcns, Chutivags, iloran
and small Buddhist populaticn lixe tie Tai, FPhek, Aizon,
and Duania. The Kcches are alsc considered to ke of liungoloid

origin. Many of these are inclucded under other bkackuvard clascos,.

The non-trikal ceategcry includes aside the aiovc

mentioned Mongoloid population, the caste Hindu &cheduled Costes

h

and the Muslims. Government has identificd sone of the popula-

tion groups as Scheduled Castes. Sowmes 0f the important scheduled

castes of Assam are the Hiras, Jalkeot, Xaikarta, Bania, amu-

i

sudra etc. The Hiras are potters, they make pottery with hand
without using potters' wheel., The traditional occupation of the
Kaikartas is fiching, Somnc are koatran, Jalkcot ar. also fiszshcrman

some Hindu castes arte also included under "“Cther BEackward

Classes ",

The Caste systen is one of the most iwporranl fcatures

of Hindu Society. In Assan in general practice two kraod cate-
gories of Hindu Castes are recongizsd. ‘hese are the "Eamn'

{Brahmin) and Sudir ( Won-Eraghain ). The Sudir group includes
S

F

several castes.



Tre Kalitas formed the most populous caste of

Assaitl, Perhaps it may ke said that the dalita caste is a

specially of assam caste system,

The Kalitas are divided intc two main sub-divisions,

namely, the Bar Kalita and Saru “al;tao

The Kayvastha, popularly kncwn as the "Kaith" are mainly

found in Lower Assam. They wear scared thread.

Rajbanshis who are referred to as Xoch also scattered

district declarcd

v
0
o

in the parts of Morigaon district ( rorig

‘on 15th August, 1989 ).

From the above geoing discussicn, it is clear that

religions, people
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"different trikes, differeant castcs of

living in the different parts of Assam

The Assam valley also known as Brahinaputra Valley is
an alluvial plain par excellence. A narrow elcngated valley with
an areca of 56,270 sqg.XKm., it is the home of 5,179127 people
(1961) and akout 19,000,000 in 1981 with a demgity of 163 per

"sgekm. (1961) and 234 in 1981, Since ancient time the valley has
been regarded as a labenssraun and as such there: had been immi-

‘gration from different parts of India and keyond to it. The Aryans

th 'u“ .
the Mon90101dsfana the Musllms, have migrated to the valley at

4
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different times of histcry. Sincc te lotter part of the nine-

tcenth coentury Lundgratton Lo Uhe v by has Loconw morve Shalp

1)
8
s

and large numnber of imnigrants fizem East Ecngal ( Langlade
Nepal as well as from different statcs cf India kcgan to move in.
The apparently low pressure ci populaticn in the aAs amn valley

received wide publicity and ite v.as or this sole rea-

(®)
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son that late lir. Jinnah and hic liuslina Leagus denanddd the in-
clusion of aszaa Yalley in Last Daliist ui Lonough Lt wan Fnown Lo

him that it was never a Muslim majcrity vrovincoe.

_The chrenics and reccrds sho:s that in 1826 when
the British rule was establicshed in Ascam, the population of
the valley was fairly small. In 1835n the entire populaticon was

estimated at 799519 reing distrilkuted as shcown telow . ;

Population of Assan Vallev, 1835

Districts Population

Native states cf upper Aassam

( Sibsagar and Lakhimpur ) 220,000
Nowgong 90,519
Darrang . £9,519
Kamrup 300,000
Goalpara 10GC,C00
Total Assam Valley 799,519

Source : E.A. Gait, “Histcry of Assa™".

-
.
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The above tailc of populeiion vere mmainly vecked
out from the official returns prepared in conncction ith the
assessmcnt of land revenue and such they are not guite reliabl-s

and the actual state of populztion prior to 1872 ( 1he first

s

census Year ) 1is not accurctelv <nc.on.

The population of the valley according to tho census
of 1901 was only 2618,566 whicnh 1s the subsequcont ycars grev

considerably.

During the last €0 years ( 1401-1461 ) t.c population

of Assam valley has recordcd a net addition of 65€C,561 persons

or a percentage of 250 as against thc country's 84, -

According toecensus figures, 1961, the total number

of ilmmigrants in Assam valley is 1,099,902 of vhich 660927 are

foreign born persons and 438775 are Indian Nationals.

The foreign korn immigrants tce Ascam valley may ke
classified into two separate categories, permancnt and toimporary.
Most of the immigrants from Pakistan, ilepal, Burna and China
have permanently settled anda accepted Indcian citizenship. 1he
immigrants from Eurcpe and Amcrica and cther continents have

come for temporary sojourn or manacerial and technical assignacnts

in tea and oil industries and a feu other coamercaal undertakings.

They usually go back to their own country.
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Movement of Pakistani Imnigrents

Imiigrants f£from tne former LCast Bengal (Banocladcsn)

n

who number 593745 are not equally castribuled in all che six
daistricts of the valley. ineg, are rcgly to ke found in the

four lower Assam Valley arstricts. The tho Up.cr A_sam Valley
daistricts.The Two upper Assan Valley cdistricts lave oaly £€5369
persons. Goalpara, the westcrnmost discerict of <The valley, koing
adjacent to East Pakistan, received aturally a large number of
imuigrants. bMost cf these imnigrantis have ccne {roa the former
East Bcngal district of pMymensingn, Faebna, Bogra and Rangpur.
Mcst of them bhelong to Muslim community end arc poor kindless

farmers. Alwost 95 percent of tnen nave cowe before the parti-
tion 0f the country. The landless farncrs of the then Last
Bengal, being attracted by the unoccupied cultaivalted areas lving
here and there 1in Goclpera distract, startcd nroving into 1t as

early as 1900. At the initial stage thcy occupired the clasclands
of the Brahmaputra. Tne magnitude/of the imunigration tc tne Goal-
para distraict thereafter can rte realiscd fron thc fact that lhe
population of the district which increased by only 2 percent

in 1891-1901, registered an abnormal increase of 30, 1n 1901-11,
It 1s recorded that in 1911 ire immigrants arG pcrsons of iwni-
grant origin constituted cne-fifth of tre total population of the

district. After 1911 the ismigrants slo.ly began to sprcad to
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othcr cistricts of Assan Valley naely Ka

=

irup, LCarraang,

Nowgong and Sibsayar.

1

The novement of the East Lengel MNuslain L[armers
hegan merely as a result cf tne inicrplay of econonic lforces
in Last Pakislan vis-a-vis Assan. They i erc driven apparently

by pressure on soi1l and also due to actual loss of their lands

and even the howmesteads ty devasting floods in their home dis-—
tricts., These landless jreople occupied the urcultivated cnarlands
cf the assam Valley. This was cue to availabilaity of plentaful
and cheap virgin land in tne vallcy and the frcedoun of Ryotwari
settlement in ovlace of expensive small ard unconfortable hol-
dings as tennants or upder-tennants in East Ecngal. The inconing
of the immense number of tne hardy ard labourious cultivators

undoubtedly made immense contributicn to the cconomic ard polai-
tical structure of the Assam Valley. 1hcv cultavated rice, jute,
mustard, and vegetables 1n ine charlands and broucht changes to
the agricultural landscape of the valley. Ihgse liuslin imagrants
together with their children korn in Ascam accounting ior one-

sixth of the total pcpulation ci the valley constituted a majdr
section of the present As-amecse population. [he immigrants are
mostly 1lliterate, landless pocr peasants and they havc ecducats

their children through Ascamecc mcdiun and nave nrw 1dcentilaed

themselves wath the interests of the inday cople and oove

]
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greatly contiributed tec the developuent of agricultural econcmy

but the pace of incegraticn is consgiderakly clow. The main rea-
son for Lhcir slow integration vicn the social and cultural life

of thc valley is that they have setiled in blocks or in scparale

colonies away from setlle~cnts ¢f the indijgcnous pepul ations,

Nepali Imnigrants

The total numler cf llepali imrigrants at the timc ol
the 1961 census stood at 64215, licre than tuwo thiru of the Nepalis
are settled in Lakhimpur a d Darirang diglrict. The movencnt cl the
Nepalis from Nepal is an iaportant event of considerakble ihterest,
Their movement to Assam Valley was associgted with tne movemnent
of the Gorkha soldiers who after rctircoent lLegan to gsettle in
Assam Valley, The settlement cZ thc Ex-Servicament ecncourarscd
the movemcnt of their relatives in Mepal whe were peor landless

cultivators and livestock farmers. bcst of the llepalis are graziers
by profession and as they prcferred to settle in the grassland
areas of the Brahmaputra charlands and the foot hills of thc

north, Besides livektock farming, tney have Leen talken te the cul-
tivation c¢f lands and have grown crops like rice, mustard, sced,

jute and sugar-canc. Some cf them engaged themselvcs as vced cutters
while some of them ar employed as chuwkidars and darvans in diffe-

rentofficial establishments.
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Inter-State Immiqgration

The movement cf ; ecrle Lron Jiffcrent partc ol Tndia
to Assam Valley is also a matter ci concirleralrlc econonic and
socral impcrtance. The iwmmigzrants irom Bihar, Origcsa, lladhya

Pradesh, Vest Bengal, Uttar Frades ~ajashthan ané Punjab

o)
Hy

’
have come in large nubers and nave incr-ased thec general popuv-

lation in Assam Valley,

The Tea Garden Labcuregss:

By bringing labourers to wverw in the tra ¢ardens from

other parts of Indira had to be dcne as there werc
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surplus and landless labourers in Assam. The indigencus peasants
who had land naturally prefer the indepecndence and easc of their
position as owner cultivators to the disciplined and regular
labour of tca gardens. It was found thus nccescary at evoff ctage,
to seek for tca garden lakourcrs ele=ct here and in 1835, the Asgam
company kegain to bring labourers from th. Y2FA Lhen Dongal, the

most suitable lakourers were the aboriginal trikes of ChotaNagpur
and the neighbouring states, vt thc supply cf these vas insuffi-
cient and had to be supplcrented ky ven trocught {rom the plairs
of U.P, and elsewhere. Thecse plain ocecoplc toor a long poricd for

acclamatizaticn even the, were scldcm quiilc s

9]

ticfocicry. Afteor

1860 the rate of incoming of the gziden latoeurcis were accelerated
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when they hadto ke procurec thrcuch ccocmrissioncd agonte postcd

AT

at Calcutta. Many of the laktourcis dxred on thcir Liensit to
Acsam ky streamcres. In 19C1, out ¢f ithe toral rumber o¢f outciders

registered 1n Assamn, 85 _ercent were tca garden lakourers ard

their numker in Assamn valle., may ke estimatcd at 45000. During

the ne:xt decacdes, upto 1921 threre wes conciceralle expansion ci
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tea industries and many worc lzlourcrs v
1931 onwards, hovever, tnc —evemint o0f tza carden lalkourers

began to decline very consicderakl:, tea indurtry kLecamne
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fully establiched by them, It is tc
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ccen thatv the imigration

of the garden lakcurers frcm souircrn Zihar, (Crissa
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ladhya Pradech, Uttar Fradesh, andhra Pradesh and Yamil Nadu was

its highest cduring the pericd 1211 tc 1921,

Many ©f the tea gardens labourcrs bhavce given up thear
jobs 1n the tea gardens and nave pcrmrarently scitilcd by ncw wvith
agriculturel labkourers. 1Though they specak zadibhasi lancuageés such

7

as Santhali, Oriya, Mundari, Telecgu, ithey have received thoir

education through Assanese mediun. In reccnt timcs a few youngman
of ex-tea garden labour co=munity have gualificd with higher

educaticn and have beccne profcssional likc docrers, laiyers

ct

and teachcrs. They are now an intecral part of thc Agsamcsc sOcicty
and have taken parts in the all round ecdcnoric, =ocial and political

reconstruction of the state.
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Vlage-carners and Manual Larcurers :

The last category of irmigrants tc ascam Vallcy

lad
P -

f=1

the wage earners and nanueal lakourers ™Mo have micgratcd hmainly

8

from Northern Binar and Eastern U.F., 4hoy have 200000 an numler

I-h

and they egssebtially belcny the clesceo

1]

cf tcrporary and seasonal
immigrants. The immigrants 7vcstly irnclvdes ralc menkbers and the
sex ratio 1is only 376 fcoalcs for cvery 1000 malce. They keep
their families at home and have riciated onrly to wvorzr and carn
their livelihood for their family. 1h:ts=e iwnigrants wcrc mosily
unemplcoyed in their homesteeds ard are under acute cconcomic hard-

ship. They are mostly distrikutcd in tre uirlan arcac and other

commercial centres wherc thc scope of their employment 1s suf

h

i-

cinetly big.

It will be seen that upto the tine cof last census, 1961,
the nunker of immigrants tocgether vith thcxzr chilcdren bhorn to thcn

in Assam Vallecy.was approximalely as fcllove.

Ve

Except the wage earncrs and scasonal lakourcrs all
categories of immigrants have cettled permanently. 1hough thc inflow
of immigrants have declined in recent yecars vet a large nurker of
jobseekers mangal labourers and people of cther occupational groups
are migrating such year to find themcelves engagced in drffecrant
occasions of life should ke continued ac such. The numker of immi-
grants settlers in Assam wculd ke large cnough in rcal future rai-

+ , ) . .
sing many csocio-economic problems vhosc conscguences micht not appear

to ke inspiring the general interests of the origiral population.



CONCLUSICN,

CHAPTER -V

DANGERS OF DISLCCH1ICH.
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Chapter - V

Although greatly increased erforts have heen nade
in our time to lessen thc wignt of the aifferences and diver-
sities that arise from thne heritage of nature, and to reduce

the ineqgualities due to tne heratage of hastory, one can hardly

say that the objective has as yet keen achieved.

This persistenct inequaliiy, vhich 1s nol nececsarily
linked to the diversification c¢i the carth's suriacc, khul ofbten
conditions it, results in widespread "geographic injustice",
and to study this the concept of centre and periphery ic a
useful instrument. [t ia a flexikle tool, vwhether cne studies
the different types of sgeace t."at can ke imagined (in that case,
the concept is reduced to sectors ci forces, scts of relaticns,
economic sp ce, and so on) or, in a more traditional but, also,

e
increasibgly ccmplex manner, historic organized spacc, which

nowadags tends to coincide, even in polatical gcography, with

social space.

An accepted concept in gcography, the idea of ‘centra-
llity, may be encountered as abagdc conditaion ( and gcownetimes
a synonym)opfmany concepts and cognitive tcocols used in thjsl

research: from that of crossroads. .hich Jean Gotiman secs

as the centre around which are woven thc universal phenomcna
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of circulation and mcvement. characterizing the reality of
this epoch, to that cf the vell-knoun theory of Central

place. In an econonic view of cpacec, coentre and periphery

may be associated with the poles of development that Perroux
employs Lo introduce intce cconohmlc analysis a clocer cenfor-
mity to the differentiaticons o re-lity. In political gecgra-
phy, it will suffice to cite Lucien rfckvre's rcmark that
"there is no state, no matter ho. sinall, that has not its
vital nucleus, its geographic peint <¢f departure; thcrec is

no lasting political fcrwation which dcoes not owe ils crigin
to a combination of fcrces, a ¥ind of frame around uwhich othar

territories will be akle to grow, liske flesh arcund a skeleton'.

A wiaer use cf the concept of centrality extended
to its equivalent periphery ig¢ to le found in the theme of the

relations between city ana country. This had led to the usc in

():
N
O
0
=
{y
(-

the conceptual tool, centre-perighery, in urkan an

geography.

The follcwing remarks seem celled for : In a short
essay it is not possible to reccnstruct thc long road followed
by the idea cf centre and periphery in the nost recent theo-

retical ende vours of geography. In order to nake a contribu-
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tion to the validity of 1ts vse :n cettaing forth and urder-
standing very difierent ceographic cases, onc could tr:

to examine speciftic exanples of _cograghic citualaicns intro-
duced i1nto the conceptua. framework, 'ith particular atiention
to the facts and phenowmena trat come witnin thc purvieu of

of political Gecgraphy. Cne could deduce tiiercfronm indicaticns
of the possibility of using tre concept of contrc and pcriphery
as an 1ntermediary keti.een systgnatic ceography arnd regional
geography, without losing sight of the comn lexity of reality,

tions ro

Qs

No less useful are in

iC

o]

ardarg tnc flezabilaity of Lhe

[t

concept as an intermediary w~1ih rccgoct to other dicsci, lines
interested in territory efd cpace - gererally flor a.plied

researcn - and that make use ¢

-t
n
§
U]
ct
®
=

alxzc mrethods and quan-

titataive model s,

The oct reimnarkakle phrnonenen in the a<san  nas
been tne inobility of the populaticn. Inc niyration of scvergl
million inhabitants to Assam 1s also a great problca. All

This could not fail to nave arn zmgact con thc social transicranz

I
t

tion,increasing *%e the particular inc honogenerly of A--anese

society.

Against the back.round ci the political anrd cocicl

changcs that heve taken place in rccenl ycals 11 A<samn, regicon-

-y o ¢ -
alisn has made great str_dées. 1re ccntre

-

ired ccructcure of the



political and tcrriverial orcaniration of Arcnn Mac rnlored

a period of crisis. This has cccurcd noc so nuch recause of

n

the weakening of Lhe structure of the centraliz=d state angd

the system of social wvalues in wnat had keen essentially

a rural society, but alsoc kecauce this issue has keen trans-

formed by opposing the "real country” ( thc cluns, local
communitics, and regions ) and the "official country" in

a kind of class struggle.

Dangers cf Dislocation : ,

- In Assam the icdea cf zutonomy, if carried toc far,

)

to

1i

-h
(@)
at

~

whether applied to peripheral centres cf loc

regionalism could have grave ccnseuncrs for the future - f

the statc.

1h

cf rural asc wvell

0]

S

L8]

The risk is pregent in the c

as urban regions. 1lhe great effcrt cf mcdiaticn anceng the!

school in thc practice of democraecy and pronotcs an avarc-
ness of the web of regiornal interrcleticns in uwhich cach

region is evolved.

Last conesiderzsticneg wwhhich is no less alarming,

concerngs the nature of regional autceney.

38



If the conclusions is to ke drawn from thiszs case

flexipility

of the idea of centre and peripheryv, of which we spoke at the

beginning of this chacter, has grajually assumed a somewhat

ambiguous character. A deeper csicnificance cf the

have studied must ¢o revond a

pretation. Regionalisma adapted tc social change
place the centre-periphery mcdel, used in

ang

1.

lling differences and diffusing the points cf dec

WQ

cion

reversal o¢f relations, in

o]
{

power. Such a proposal leads to

attrikuting all power t<« the periphery, and o removing power

from the centre. On the theoretical place, it sugests a

oy
o]

reversal that does nct eliminate t© difference understood

in the opposition between centre and periphery, but proposes

to attrikutethe sense of centre to the periphery and vice

versa. The inference £frcm a geographic standpoint iz that cne

[

must ke very cautious with regard to fcrmaal structures that

make use of the centre-periphery paradigm.

From the above study it is possikle to feneralicse

Thmt Assam is a mulii-lingual and multi-religion

1

state who have mcre or”less adjusted themselves

over the pericd of timeg,

99



Hature and loeve) of cconumc participation har
detcrmined the level cf change and degree of

regionalism,

]
J
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Cistribution, concentezlion
rescurces as - ell as the conecqguent perticipecicn
has substentizlly influence

population,

Immigrants have transferred thc traditional eqgua-
tion kretween thc varicus gopulation cgroups and
sub~-groups. 1ve have encourarned the competiticn-

confrontaticn situ:zticne to develop ond domnirate.

/
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