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practi ed in Indi 

ev~ d\u'in th vedic pe.rJ.od. It w practia d by persOl'lS 
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person• a rial cOJP~orta. 1 Bu't ong tb acb duled c 

eommunJ.ty of s• very few people :ve p.racti.sed pol.ygaJftY•' 

b men ona tb1a co ity do not prefer poly y. 

t t d.a to SJlOr er buaband. 1! • ri otber 
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out of 86 ri le r pondents. only 3 respondentia 

married r tb bil tbe r a.1n1ng 83 r cmdal 

1· • 122.. 



an arr1 d only 011 u • , --\A 
poly • 

1 t SQMteMj ... Q ..... ~•·• of --·-

t; t o to 

d (2) Int ......... 

UII1211~.UM.t. t In • 
• DO• treel.r c • 

by p en 

..... ~.. In tiU.a 0 • 

,. par d rel U 

-, c 1n eir tor r1 t t 

1 tter alon wit tbe r ent Uon ot bet 1- t 

• p u t , t 

fix 

t vie ot bot t e boy 

!U. • 1' br1 d t • brJ.c1 

r ct 1tb er 

1r 1nion 

l'b 

1• 

d t Jil'l 

ot r.tuse 

d. 

• 
1 

• u 
1 ul4 

0 t of 

t 

ot tbeir 

-~ . 1n ~ tin d unc ........ lll&l_,.. in 

r I 

et . r 

0 



pJ'Ul0.1.pel -

~ ......... •' J. ~ 7 <~e.tci'·.LIH· 

• • 

Ghtna-G.r 

1 

p 

ft. 

ul ot 

tb1s f 

a 

,. 

et o.t 

int- t • 

4 ere 1n 

t UL-advh 

, •t G d 

ni.d c 

t love 

ot 1'1 no 

1 Y• T 

pn 

·' Jo 

8p.l' f !.&.N 

rl+ 

tt 

• t 

in tb 

17 
boya &1'ld prl.a an 



• ell adoptJ d Ilia! 

Ho ' o! .r1 pl • 
p • IIOUld be t d by' vU • 
o1l tbe r 8!• 

eo • • t 1) 

-II&Udr& 

blindly b 11 

1tted - •in u b ried for tb 

• 
.In ... virtuous p r o if or 

ter tb tb of b r !i.rat 

1dowr also dia&pl)ro d on tb 

it: ral 

p eny to tb new buab d bo 

pro bly on of the 

ang 

villagers 

tb 

~rt wJ.dow r 

pJ.on 

In 56, tb 

- d tb Kinekl vi 

_ ce o1 tb d 

do r 

t. But 

• tate 1 a1. siUletio !ozo za _ r.t.ac••· 1 

0 

0 



" 
•at• p • 

ot t p.ople CUd DQ 1tmta1t •• • ...... i_ - DOt aocd.Uly _......_ a_., u. 
1 BUldu 1'7 tu 111clo• dJ.d ... ~ e 

rr1- AN DOt lavGUHd ill._ aCHU.etJ• Latu ill-.. .. -­

.t • due to .._ penia t .U.,.... ot a · uola1 nt _.. 

4 .... ~· e1 &b11Mcle ot peeple 

"~ 1A w n.a,e u &lao p4 .ut -.. 

• .lall7 PftWCl , .. "•• ef ' 

~1.11 .... WldV • .,. -a.J~-

in • ... ..... • Uti 

,.~ ........ ......... 

~-~ 11Ldew ..,.~ . 11• e1J17.?t p 

of t. do JlO 

...... at a,. .a.. , ......... 
'-• 84. Z1 .,.. ... in 0-ani.,.. .~.. j,a 

II\ ~ 81• 2 ~ 0 t of ....., . DO 

lD ·-· of widow , .. ,.Up .... ~:le pUAt j,a *· ...... ., ........... n._ .ia u, clepecl - ..... .t 

a Gmenllr, JWDI tld.do• aJ.plJ tu 

,. u.e •.u.. • .,.. .-. ue •• uall.&rly c.a.aPAJ.-r~ 

I •~'Ltce-



: : : : : 
f 'I 

• - • 11·7· 

Il1 ·--pa ................. .. 
.,.... .. 1 ia 

.t.cle.N4 tlae ._.._ of ~Moll 

Like ._ ... ll.l.lldla *' -• t ... . 
Aa.'W'al!ll ru.a.u.w .... .a. ........ -

~twa•- .... 



• CU.d 

in • ... Uan ot 4 cd .ate ne attv c 1r _. ... 

ooul.d 120t: dl · ol d ..Ul b7 81 .,, ..... j.. .Ia .reprded •• ~l'~tn 

lep..-•• ..._.., IHth~ IUn~ .rL coup 

J.n ' .vw ~ a.w 

piaecl 1 eGI.Il0&1lM v .. ~. 

e . c 4 I'IAI' ..... 1fltO do DOt: Ia 7 i•cl Ut• a 

u .tn et tm~Mppr IIUI'1..-, ... • 

p 

., _.. a..u d.&. OD • • ot ,.followizlJ pouD 1 

o 4ttui.U b' ~ t: --f~.u u .Ue, aJ. 

... ~ ..... . -~ . ie4 *• l.aclt at ..U.lJ.n o1 , ... 

U .&. ller •.-u~aa ~• pneUae4 IV' ot 
p .... .n..... fai of p&P11l:llaJ!W• GNelv fd 

~ ...... ~~~... .feel 

•_ft•l'f!n• .. in -. .. of DtiJ' Q.remt..,_ .._IMD48 • 

..... of d. c..u - .u 
ODO UoD el .... ia&e U 0 . ~~ witll .. 8PftM ef -..G.-
ti Hir161 M Up · - U1 195J. 

We . • aot .t.D. a . .t.t.I.Gn a . 

---··· 



ftall ~-W' 

.-.-·- ~ .. Yill-.. 

7p 

n 

le 

' 



a.Jlalll& .U 1JIUNMd. 

•tu-t~Ua4 .. .to 

.tta........ ill "*l~GJiatM! tltU.ull - •• 

.--... .. - Ja 



..... o.t --~ .U.7 cl ... , .. • 
auat- t u. •• ~ --- • lltri4a 

• hllc1 .u. l , .... ,. d. Weto_.r 

p ON&Uorl fJ1 Q'. 

• 
. _. f•~ N1ee .. wnwaa ..._ _, .,.. 

J.t u Ui oltU.,.~ DOl' ntu.-le. fte tat • et • 
IUI:".iio- ld.lli.DpJ .u... • JlLfta Ilia • Ulle 

et , U'l"iaae .. • - ot ~.eft cl af1'aftl01l .... !tae 

lift ..,., •• of • . ..... ef .... ,a.. • .. of 

......... ........ ,. ed J. 

~ d&U7 J• OUt ill ..,.. ~ 81 .a.. e 

...... ,.. 14e. fte -- ot aU p.t -

..... u.o ad aoU.al atatua ~ -. ide' • ~---• 

.,..,.. ~ oUU' . • W/17- ata ...... 

..,.,.,..... B\1, DO ~ ............ ·~ .iJ1ten..,.. --

U .-111 ... '' * ttJt.I.4AI.., ..... ,...._ ... 

--~--Ill- --· ... lllta&led et ... ltl 
.,... • et , ....... YA\1.1- ............. ~ • 

.....,...., .• ,.--.. he follo.saa taW.a S.4 ........... .. ,., .,. . 



11 

1l 

il 

,. 
12 

he . ft table .U..olu• .u 
• ,. In t ' ia . ..aatc• . 
in • *lie 8aMIGII.Ia.G ....... 

" ,. il 

HU 
NU 

n.pc til 001,..• 
. s epeople . 

fttadiU•a117t J..t - .. ttiiiU"Y ~- .r.\ela 

t•iU• ut .U.7 tariM a ,Ut • 

.. I'I'IJ .. ill t.- at " 
aN dlF .U.l,ad .a. . r, p,_eted at 

pni.F • a •JII 1 of llff eel le .,_, at tan. 

are :t ill • et ~~-- uon~m .,.. 
•• JUDd---~ 

• 



ro 1, who eat food oook• in one k:J.tohen, who hOlt prepert7 

It is a aeH-aut:rioient UDi t 

socially, economically and oulturalq. The :tath.- is the 

he of the joint famiq and his s~ are BUJ' arted to live 

j ointq 111. th their spouses. 

A joint family consists of a cluster o:r families 

which is tied by blood relationship. In a joint f&JIIily all 

brothers, their grand parents, their ~ult and marr1ecl sol18 

and their grand children live together. J. joint family 'lll&7 

also aooomodate some distant kinamen aDd relatives. Property 

in joint :tami~ is jointly owed by all members of the 

fami:q. 

!he above mentioned types of family are found amo~Jg 

the Scheduled castes of Aaaam. But joint families are few 

an• tar between. We find that steh joint tamilles are 

preTalent in the vill ages among 'the land-ovniug tamillea. 

Thus nuclear families are m.oatly in vogue among the scheduled 

caatea at A.aaam. 

In o~ present at\Jly, out of 96 :tamillea o~ 9 

families or 9.38 per cent of the families are joint, while 

90.62 per cent are nuclear families. i'hus the Sohedulecl 

1 • I. J:arve, iJ.n,P1p tuyt sation ,in lpdia. ( 1965 ), p.B. 
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Bl.ock A : ReeDoJ.'ldent• a Social Backgrowd 

1. .... ' 

2. ~e I 

3. Sex : Male/Female 

4. Xari tal status 1 Marrie4/Umlarriecl/widov/Divorce 

5. Educational qual.itifation, U any 1 

~. Occupation : 

7. Pattern of House a 

Bleok B 1 l!m14 Ba.9ksround 

1 • Nature of the famil.y 1 Joint/Nuol.ear 

2. What type of famil.y do you prefer most ? 1 Joint/Nuclear 

3. Number of membere in the family 1 (a) Mal. 
~ 

( b ) F emal.e 

4. What ah ould be 1he maximwa l.imi t of issues for a couple? 

One/two/three/tour or more 

5. Do you 1hink that woaen are accorded 1 

superior/iDferior/equal. status in your society 

6. Do you approve 1he iieaa of taking independent oocupation 

by your women folk ? Yes/No. 

7. Do you like 'Co send your chil.d.ren for higher education ? 

Yes/No. 

a. If yes mat type of edlX:ation you prefer your so~ an4 
iaughters ? 

General/Medioal/Bngineering/Iaw/ A:ny the r 
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Block o 1 I99JlOJBI ag1 OccKQation 

1. What 18 your present occupation ? 

Agricultural/FiShing/Business/Government Service/ 
A.rf¥ other. 

2. Do you have an a4di tional occupation ? If so, 1hat it 1a ? 

3. Do you have your own lan4 for cu1tivaticn ? Yea/Bo. 

4. If 'yea• how much ? . 
~ -

5 • Do you prod Ule sufficient orops for your famil7 or 
your own land ? Yea/No. 

6. Do you know any improvM aethod of cultivation ? Yea/JI • 

7. Which of the modern means of iaplementa you like to 

appl7 in your agriculture system ? 

1, Irrigation, 2. Use of Fertilizer, 3. Improved. 

seeds, 4. Use of !!Tactor, 5. Any other. 

8. Do you give up y01rr traditional. occupation ? Yea/No. 

9. What type of occu:pa tion do you prefer mast ? 

Business/ a&rioul ture I govt. service/private 

concerns. 

1 0. lllhat kinds af craps 4o you proluoe regularl.1' ? 

11 • Do you get all lhat you cultivate in the field ? Yea/No. 

12. If 'Ho' what caused 1he loss incurred ? 
-
Due to damage by floocl/animals/oareleaaneaa. 

1 3. What is your monthl.1' income from all sources ? 

Ra. ------- to f-8• 



14. \11b.at are your main sources of income ? 

Agriculture/L1vatock/Business/Servioe/Any other 

15. Is your pres.ent month]J' income sut:fioient :tor your :tami]J' ? 

Yes/No. 

16. If 'No' how do you .anage your fin.anoial. sb.GE"tage ? 
- -
Bcmr~SelliDg domestic JS["Operty/going for vase/ 
labour/Any ather. . 

17. ' Eoonollic status s Stl.f-suppaE"tillg/Da.rning Depexdent/ 

Dependent/Non-Earning Dependent. 

Bl.ook D c SYstem qt Marriage 

1 • Do you prefer the present system of marriage prevalent 

in your community ? Yea/No. 

2. Do you think marriage ahould be arranged by 1he :parent of 

the children ? Yes/No. 

3. If 'No' do you 'think that boy's and gi.rl.s' shouJJi be 
-

given oompl.ete freedom in respect of their marriage? Yes/No • . 

4. Is there any dowry system in your coilllluni ty ? Yes/No. 

5. Do you supp ort it ? Yes/No. 

6. Do you approve inter-caste aarriage ? Yes/No. 

1. If 'No' why ? 
-

1) Against religion, 2) Problems of a4justmmt 

3) Out of practice. 
-a. Is there any divorce system in your society ? Yes/No. 

9. Do you l.ike Widow mrr.lage ? Yes/No. 

.. 



1 0. Do you want to oha11ge your present marriage ayetea ? 

Yeaj'No. 

11. If 'Yes' for mat reaaou ? 

12. Which type at aarriage you prefer meat ? 

Monog..,/Polyg~/Polyandry. 

Block B. Poll tical Szattm 

1. Do JOU like to give JlP yaur traditional village coUDCi~ 

in favour of mo4ern }'&nchqat system ? Yea/lfo. 

2. Are you satisfied. w1 th 1he working af 1tle present 

panohayat system in your vi JJ.age ? Yes/No. 

'· Do you ever participate in any political affaire in a~ 

one of 1he following ? 

4. 1. OastiDg at vote, 2. Organisation function, 

'· Canvassing, 4. Attending meetine-. 

4. On what consideration you SUpport a can4idate in 1he 

e~ection ? 

Kinship/Caste/Religion/Politica~ ideology/Friendship/ 
Candid ate's quall ty. 

-5. Are you a member o.t any political party ? If 'Yea' what? 

Block F 1 Cultural. B.tstea 

1. Do you llke to adOpt cul.tural practices fll other tribes 

or communities ? Yes/No. 

I 
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2. ltb.iah of the following cultural items do you like ? 

a) Bih.u, b) Modern songs and dance, c) Western aueic 
-

an4 dance, d) Durga Puja • . 

3·· Do you like to use modern man's and voaan•s 4re•••• 

aa follows s 

a) Trousers and d:l.irt&J b) Mekhela, Sari, BlouseJ 

o) Dhoti and PanjabiJ cl) Coat am tiel e) MiDi akirta, 

etc. 

4. Do you like to uae modern furniture in your hOU8e ? 

a) Ohair and Sofa, b) Alm:trah, 6) Dressing gl.aaa, 

) Dining set, etc. 

5. Do you want to change in your food aul dietary a,-atea ? 

Yes/No. 

Block G : Religion apd Health 

1 • Do you believe in supernatural. :pOW'er, s:piri ts, ghost? 

Yes/No. 

2. Do you go to place of worship ? Regular]Jr/Occaasionally/ 

Never. 

'· 18 there a:ny idol vcrship in your society ? Yes/No. 

4. Is there any christian community/muslim COIIIJilunity in 

your neighbourhood ? 

5 • Do you like diSlike them ? 

6. Do you believe in effectiveness ot (a) mag:lc treatmmt J 

(b) medioa.J. treatment a fc) r1 tual actions ? Yea/1Io. 



7. Wlliob. of the tollowille 1 c1n •ore priori v ? 

a) Kagio 'tnat .. t J lt) Iacljgaou tna-.ntJ 

o) Jl 1oal Ue&t•atJ t) B1.'hala taotiou. 

a. Do 70\l th1dt that heal.th u4 wel.fue 7t~t~r faldll' 

1a •tnl7 cle]t8DliJW - f 

a) :Bleesas of •• epan J b) BuperzsatUI'&l. 
~ 

power; c) Your pereODal e:rtarta. 

9. Do 7ou th:t nk 1hat h\8811 !llaMa 18 oa 'b7 ap1r1 ta 

G /SUpernatval p er? Y•/• • 

1 o. Do 70u bel1ev 1n Dl8d1cal. treatlalt ? Tea/'S • 

11 • t in your att1 tulea towar4• your ))H&ent Hlic1oa ' 

:ravourab~e/Utd. aTouralJle 

1 2. lllat 4o you thiS abcnn J:uaa 1D H ld.a ? 

BelJ.en/Di.8 bellne. 

.. ... 
' . ., _.,.,-·-....... .. __ _.. 




