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e Tripura, a land of beauty, is a tiny and hilly
State in the North-East Region of India. It
has a population of over twenty lacs
comprising of both the tribesmen (28.44%)
and non-tribesmen. Both the communities
lived here peacefully from the remote past
and practised mutual tolerance and
acceptance. Unfortunately since June 1980
‘there had been a flow of violent activities
causing untold sufferings to the people, of
the State. In course of time the situation
turned towards a distinctive shape peculiar
to an insurgency.

The present book provides an informed
glimpse on the causes of tribal unrest in
Tripura. The author who is closely
associated with the tribal life in Tripura
gives a methodical look into the society of
Tripura through the prism of Sociology to
find out the factors and forces - both
indigenous and alien - that contributed to
such ‘unrest in the context of inbuilt
inequalities in the distribution of society’s
wealth in the societal condition of Tripura
from the remote past. He discusses in detail
the features of the insurgency in the State
in the light of his experiences and also
suggests some remedial measures to
eliminate- its causes. According to the
author, the peace accord with TNV and the
formation of Congress(I)-TUJS Ministry in
Tripura affords an ideal opportunity to win
over the hearts and minds of people if
co-ordinated efforts are made.

" A valuable book for scholars and
researchers of Sociology, planners and
administrators in tribal affairs and general
readers alike.

Rs. 150
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and obtained Master’s degree in Sociology
from Rajasthan University in 1984. As a
member of a Security Oriented People’s
Organisation in which he spent a span of 16
years of his life, he was closely associated
with the tribal life in Tripura and could
assess the process of transition of Tripura
society particularly during the past decade.
He has the feel of the problems of the
hillsmen in the State. As a student of
discipline of Sociology, he has been taking
keen interest in the socio-cultural life of
Tripura.

At present, he is engaged in research work
on Tribal problems in Tripura.
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Foreword

TRIBAL insurgency has taken a new turn in several parts of the
country in general and in Tripura in particular. Sri S.R.
Bhattacharjee, B.Sc., M.A. has studies in depth all aspects of
tribal insurgency for several years under my supervision and I
am happy to note that Shri Bhattacharjee has been successful
in writing in lucid style. The present work, I hope will enlighten
the general public about the origin of the problem and of the
tribal customs and aspirations. His work also includes metho-
dological look into the tribal society with particular reference to
psycho-sociological angles. This has helped in elucidating the
factors and forces which contribute to the tribal unrest in
Tripura.

It is my considered opinion that this book will be of
immense value to planners, administrators and researchers alike.

22-11-1988 DHARMA NATH GUPTA
M.A. Ph.D. (Pat.)

Asstt. Professor

Deptt. of Psychology

M.B.B. College

Agartala, TRIPURA
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Preface

AFTER the World War II the capacity to destroy which has been
enormously expanded by the nuclear weapons and missiles, has
given the greatest threat to the whole of the mankind, on one
hand. On the other, the threat of insurgency has given new
significance to the low level of protracted violence in anti-
colonial struggles, communist subversive wars and other types
of internal conflicts arising out of ethnic revolts, secessionistic
movement etc.

In the context of principles of modern revolutionary welfare,
the insurgency may be defined as a protracted armed struggle
conducted methodically, step by step in order to attain specific
intermediate objectives leading finally to overthrow the existing
order. Based on its dimensions, insurgency may more appropri-

- ately be defined as an action process in which one or more

organisations pursue strategy of violence to bring change in the
society in accordance with some ideologies.

Insurgency which is unconventional, cellular in growth and
fludity in nature, has in general two phases, viz. subversive or
resocialization and armed struggle. Subversive phase is the covert
preparatory stage of insurgency in which the loyality of the
people to the existing order is detached psychologically. The
armed struggle is the show of strength of insurgents to bring the
people under their control for attaining the goal. The beginning
of the subversive phase is so vague that at times it is difficult to
distinguish it from democratic rights. Whatever the starting
point of an unrest may be, every insurgency will owe to a cause
or a coalition of causes. These causes as prevailing in a society
are exploited to resocialize the people according to an ideology.
Some motivatipnal factors such as attraction of becoming well-
known figures, adventurism, intention of taking revenge and the
like may also play role behind the joining an insurgency.
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Tripura, a tiny State in the North-east region of India has
a mixed population numbering over twenty lacs of tribesmen
(28.44%) and non-tribesmen. There had been a flow of violent
activities since 1980 in her soil causing untold sufferings to both
the communities. Looking at these violent incidents, one may
become perplexed to call them as insurgent activities. The
initial confusion as to the nature of violences will be removed
on analysis of their characteristics. Some observed peculiarities
are: protracted nature of violence, tactical mobility, use of base,
use of sanctuary in alien land, selective terrorism, support of a
section of populance, infrastructural organisation, use of sophis-
ticated arms and political aim. The presence of all these justifi-
ed a state of insurgency in Tripura. The geographical location,
topography, inaccessibility of remote areas and natural
vegetation of the State are also helpful in the growth of
insurgency. Needless to mention that every insurgency may not
reach its ultimate goal. It may fail also or negotiation in
between the insurgents and the counter-insurgents (the govern-
ment in power) may result some settlement—temporary or
permanent.

The tribal insurgency in Tripura entered the violent phase in
the bloody year 1980 after passing through the covert resocial-
ization period. It is an irony that the government had failed to
study the indicators of insurgency in their right perspectives
and to nip the trouble in the bud. It is worth mentioning here
that insurgency movement particularly in the underdeveloped
world is a complex phenomenon. To deal with it, the govern-
ment may be required to fight the insurgents in several fronts
like social, economical, political apart from application of
limited force. In such a situation the government may be
required to enforce the laws of the land strictly and must try to
win over the hearts and minds of the people. It should also
identify the root causes of insurgency and try to neutralise
them.

Tripura, a land of beauty, has an unique feature of cultural
heritages. There has been harmonious blending of two cultural
heritages, viz. the cultural heritage of the hillsmen and that of
the plainsmen mainly Bengalees. The two cultural groups from
the remote past had learnt to feel and practise the mutual
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tolerance and acceptance. The population of the State swelled
particularly after the partition of this sub-continent mainly due
to influx of immigrants resulting in demographic imbalance.
In spite of this, there was much tolerance and the State was
aheading to progress though at a slower rate. At such a juncture
the communal massacre occurred in June 1980 causing
immense loss to the lives and properties of main ethnic groups
in Tripura. This rocked the State and the rest of the nation.
The frequencies of violent incidents had been coming down
gradually as a result of various measures; but unfortunately the
situation subsequently turned towards a distinctive shape
peculiar to an insurgency. ’

The question here naturally arises—what are the wrongs s
What are the roots of tribal unrest in Tripura ? Some people
say that it is communist subversive war. Some say it is cons-
piracy of western imperialism. Some also profess that itis
narrow tribalism. Whatever may be the saying the fact remains

- that it is broadly a social problem since it involves the whole

of the society in Tripura.

As a student of discipline of sociology which is the tool for
understanding social problem and conflicts one should go deep
into the problem to know the causes of its birth and help to
improve the situation.

A methodical look into the society of Tripura may reveal
the factors that contributed to the tribal insurgency in Tripura.
We should study how the tribal unrest got momentum in the
societal condition in Tripura or in other words its historical
and political development in the sociological eyes is to be seen.
It should also be carefully observed whether or not some
inequalities and corruption which create so many problems
around us to-day, work here also. With our background
knowledge about the environment and socio-ecocultural structure
of the State and keeping in view the chronology of the develop-
ment of tribal unre§t, we may proceed to explore the causes of
tribal insurgency in Tripura. The methodology followed in the
proposed project included collection of information from
various sources, field survey, cross verification of data, admini-
stration of questionnaires, study of the old and present record
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and documents, and the like. The data gathered were care-
fully analysed. Their relationship and variability were found
out. The objective findings were intregrated to give rational
explanation about causes.

In the conclusion we should discuss why such research work
is necessary. Someone may comment that happenings of
society are obvious and there is no necessity of spending time,
money and energy for finding out such facts. The answer is that
complex problems facing our society have no obvious answers
and it takes painstaking research to make out reseasonable
scientific answer.

Tribal insurrection in Tripura is a complex and burning
problem for Tripura. There may not be a simple answer to it.
A scientific study is, therefore, necessary to know the under-
lying inter-connected causes. Such a study is a desidaratum to
solve the root causes of the problem.

2nd October, 1988 S.R. BHATTACHARJEE
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