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R ehum anising w ork  to hera ld  a 5th 
In d u stria l Revolution: T he g rea t re th ink

“  The n h i male value o f  life depends upon 
awareness anil the pow er o f  contemplation 

rather than upon m ere survival. ”
—  A risto tle
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Contentious Reservation Policy
S IN C E  ih e  b irth  o f  M e g h a la y a  th e  S ta te  h a s  fo l­
lo w e d  th e  4 0 :4 0 :5 :1 5  re se rv a tio n  p o lic y  w h e re  th e  
K h a s i &  Ja in tia  p e o p le  a re  c la s s e d  a s  o n e  g ro u p  
w h o  w o u ld  e n jo y  4 0  %  r e s e rv a t io n  in  jo b s  a n d  

e d u c a tio n , the  G a ro s  4 0 %  a lth o u g h  th e ir  p o p u la ­
tio n  is  le s se r  than  th e  a b o v e  tw o  tr ib e s  c o m b in e d . 

T h e re  is  a  re se rv a tio n  o f  5 %  v a c a n c ie s  in  f a v o u r  o f  
a n y  o th e r  S c h e d u led  T r ib es  a n d  S c h e d u le d  C a s te s  

a s  sp e c if ie d  ir. th e  F o u r th  S c h e d u le  a n d  th e  S e c o n d  
S c h e d u le  re sp e c t iv e ly  o f  th e  s a id  A c t in  so  fa r  a s 
th e y  re la te  to  M e g h a la y a . T h e  re s t 15 %  is  o p e n  for 
g e n e ra l c an d id a tes . H o w ev e r, w ith  tim e  th e re  a re  
n o w  s p e c ia l jc b  re se rv a tio n s  fo r th e  d is a b le d  a n d  for 

th e  e c o n o m ic a l ly  w e a k e r  s e c tio n  (U W S ). A ll th e se  
n e e d  to  b e  f itted  e q u ita b ly  a n d  h e n c e  th e  S ta te  h a s  to  

m a in ta in  a  m e tic u lo u s ro s te r  o f  ho w  m a n y  v a ca n c ie s  
h a v e  b e en  filled  w ith  w h ic h  c a tc g o iy  so  th a t in  c ase  

th e re  w a s  n o  q ua lif ied  p e rso n  to  fill a  v a c a n c y  a t  a 
p a r tic u la r  tim e  th e n  th a t c a te g o ry  d o c s  n o t lo se  ou t 
in  th e  ne x t rec ru i tm en t d r iv e .

T h e  S ta te  R e se rv a tio n  P o lic y  h o w e v e r, c lea rly  

m e n tio n s  th a t b e y o n d  o n e  y e a r  a  v a c a n c y  la p s e s  i f  
it is  n o t f ille d  u p . I f  s u ffic ie n t n u m b e rs  o f  su ita b le  

c a n d id a te s  fo t f illin g  u p  th e  r e se rv e d  v a c a n c ie s  a re  
n o t a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  c la s s e s  in  a n y  
p a rtic u la r  year, th e n  su c h  v a ca n c ie s  w ill b e  a v a ila b le  
to  o th e rs .  B u t th e  d e fic ie n c y  w ill b e  c a r r ie d  fo rw a rd  
to  th e  n e x t rec ru i tm en t y e a r  a n d  m a d e  g o o d  in  th e  

re c ru i tm e n t o f  th a t y e a r , p ro v id e d  th a t th e  r e se rv a ­
tio n  o n  a cc o u n t o f  th e  d e fic ie n c y  s h a ll no t b e  c a rrie d  
fo rw a rd  fo r  m ore  th a n  o n e  y e ar. A fte r  th e  e x p iry  o f  
th e  se c o n d  year, th e se  r e se rv a tio n s  sh a ll b e  trea te d  
a s  lap sed . It Fas a lso  b e e n  d e c id e d  th a t a t no  tim e  
sh a ll th e  n u m b e r  o f  n o rm a l re se rv e d  v a ca n c ie s  a n d  

th e  " c a rry  fo rw a rd ”  v a c a n c ie s  to g e th e r  e x c e e d  9 0 %  
o f  th e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  v a c a n c ie s  in  th a t year.

In M a rc h  2021 , th e  A d v o c a te  G en e ra l o f  M e g h a ­
la y a  to ld  th e  S u p re m e  C o u r t tha t re se rv a tio n  b ey o n d  
5 0  p e rc e n t  is ju s t ified  in  th e  S ta te  k e ep in g  in  v ie w  its 

e x tra o rd in a ry  c irc u m sta n c e s , p e cu lia r  fea tu res  a n d  a 
tr ib a l p o p u la tio n  o f  o v e r  8 5  p e r  c e n t. A rg u in g  b e fo re  

a f iv e - ju d g e  C o n s t itu tio n  b e n c h  h e ad e d  by  Ju s tic e  
A sh o k  B h ushan , M e g h a la y a 's  a d v o c a tc  g e n e ra l s a id  

th a t th e  1992 Ind ra  S a w h n e y  ju d g m e n t ( a ls o  c a lle d  
th e  M an ila  I v e rd ic t)  w h ic h  pu t a  c a p  o f  5 0  p e r  c en t 
o n  re se rv a tio n s , d o e s n o t re q u ire  r e -c o n s id e ra t io n  
b y  a  la rg e r  b c nch  s in c e  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  t r ib a ls  in  
M e g h a la y a  is  8 5 .9  p e r  c e n t a s  p e r  th e  2001  c e n su s . 

N e e d le s s  to  say  o n ly  a  s c ru p u lo u s  im p le m e n ta tio n  
o f  th e  R e se rv a tio n  P o licy  a l lo c a tin g  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  

in  an  e q u itab le  m a n n e r  w o u ld  h a v e  b e en  b ey o n d  
l it ig a t io n  bu t tha t d id  no t h a p p e n . O n  Ju n e  14 last 

y e a r  th e  M e g h a la y a  H ig h  C o u r t r e sp o n d in g  to  a 
P u b lic  In te re s t L itig a tio n  to ld  th e  S ta te  G o v e r n ­

m e n t to  k e e p  on h o ld  rc c ru i tm c n ts  u n til th e  ro s te r  
sy s te m  is  in  p lace . T h e  M e g h a la y a  H ig h  C o u r t le d  
th e  w a y  b y  c o m in g  u p  w ith  a  2 0 - p o in t ro s te r  sy s te m  
fo r  e n try  level p o s ts  in  H ig h  C o u r t,  D is tr ic t C o u r ts . 

S u b -D iv is io n a l C o u r ts  a n d  o th e r  in s t itu tio n s  u n d e r 
th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  H ig h  C o u rt o f  M e g h a la y a . T h e  
G o v e rn m e n t o f  M e g h a la y a  fo llo w e d  s u it v id e  its  
O fi ic c  M e m o ran d u m  a n d  no tifie d  th e  g u id e lin e s  for 
th e  ro s te r  sy s te m . H o w e v e r, i ts  in a b ility  to  pu t in 

p la c e  th a t sy s te m  d e la y e d  a p p o in tm e n ts  in  se v era l 
d e p a r tm e n ts  inc lu d in g  th e  P o lic e  D ep a rtm en t . A n d  

n o w  th is  issue  h a s  b e c o m e  a p o lit ic a l ho t po ta to !

By Gideon Aruhnani

The era of 
Privilege Motions

By Derek O 'Brien

( p i M l l a l i l S
Exit

R eserva tion
Policy

Editor,
There's mucli hullabuloo 

over the rescrvation-rostcr 
policy o f  the so te  govern­
ment. N obody bothered to 
examine closel) the easiest 
solution to this burning issue. 
Nobody would question the 
choice o f  merit as the criteria 
o f  selection. I remember on 
many occasions the late PA 
Sangma w ould advise our 
tribal students and encourage 
them to shun the reserva­
tion um brella, lie  him self 
had competed ai the highest 
level. O u r tribal students 
be they Khasi or G aro have 
excelled in opcncompctition 
in mainland India. M any o f  
them have occupied enviable 
positions in reputed corpora­
tions and foreign companies. 
A s administrate- o f  Primary 
education I recollect the late 
I loping Stone L>ngdoh com­
ing to my office and in his 
over-bearing style directed 
me to appoint a  lady teacher 
who was under qualified. I 
asked him if  he ■v ould allow 
a bus load o f  child ten 10 go

on a picnic to Dawki driven 
by the driver who was just 
learning to drive. He smiled 
and said. ‘You are right.’

In any situation we can­
not compromise with merit, 
much more in this techno­
lo g ic a l age. W ho w ou ld  
o ile r  h im self even a  minor 
appendix sutgery by an in­
experienced  doc to r o r  get 
an expensive car repaired 
by a novice?  Som e years 
ago  th e  M BO SE used to 
pub lish  a se p a ra te  m erit 
list o f  tribal students. This 
has unconsciously crcatcd 
an inferiority complex as if  
our tribal students cannot 
com pete  w ith the general 
students. Luckily they have 
abandoned the practice. Go­
ing at this rate a time will 
com e w hen we will select 
the state football team or the 
cricket team on reservation 
and quota system which will 
be the laughing stock o f  the 
country.

To sum  it a ll. a fte r  50 
years o f  statehood let us do 
away with the Reservation 
Policy. We can reserve some 
legal percentages to people 
with disabilities and minor­
ity  non-tribals o f  the state. 
The rest should be on open 
competition bused purely on 
merit. Period.

At last, the m asks are off. 
handwashing while singing 
the birthday song is not man­
datory. we are free to  travel 
wherever we w ant to o r not, 
we can shake  each  o the r 
by the hand...w hy, we can 
even hug! Pandemic related 
lockdowns and restrictions 
have been lifted and it seems 
we arc free to return to pre- 
pandemic w ays o f  living and 
working.

But arc we returning to 
pre-pandemic w ays o f  living 
and working?

Merc is some start ling data 
published by the Workforce 
Institute (Texas. USA) o f  its 
survey conducted between 
September 16th and October 
1st 2022 . covering  about 
2,200 employees, high-rank- 
ing C-levcl executives and 
HR professionals from the 
United States. AustraliaNcw 
Z ealand . C anada. P rance, 
Germany. India. Mexico, the 
Netherlands, and the U.K.:

•  46%  o f  employees 
within this sample said they 
would not recommend their 
company nor their profession 
to their children.

#  38% w ouldn't wish 
their jo b  even on their worst 
enemy!

#  57%  o f  those in the 
high wage bracket (100 to 
200  thousand  do lla rs  per 
annum) arc saying: "I wish 
som eone had  w arned  me 
not to take m y current job”. 
“1 don 't want to work any­
more". ‘‘I regret choosing my 
line o f  work.".

•  Barely 28% and 11% 
respectively felt they arc in 
a career that is their calling, 
while 61%  admit they go to 
work to collect a  pay check, 
‘clock ou t.' and go home.

A review o f  reports pub­
lished over 2021 on attitudes 
to work indicate that large 
numbers o f  workers are ex ­
pressing  deep  d is illu sion ­
ment with careers they had 
diligently and  successfully 
prac tised for many years. 
Millions o f  workers arc using 
phrases such as ‘toxic’, ‘be­
ing trapped and exploited ', 
‘exhausted ' and ‘stressed’, 
to  describe their experience 
o f  work. This has led to  a 
massive and unprecedented 
em ployee  tu rnover w hich 
management specialists de­
scribe as " the  great resig ­
nation”. “ the big qu it" and 
"turnover tsunami".

D uring  the lockdow ns 
people have had the opportu­
nity to  introspect about how 
the w ay they work affects 
their lives. In fact, we could 
say that The G reat Resigna­
tion has been brought about 
by the  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  a 
"Great Rethink". A common 
thread running through these 
pandemic epiphanies seems 
to suggest that we don’t actu­
ally like our jobs. How did 
this happen? Arc these vis- 
cerally negative sentiments 
linked to  specific  jo b s  o r 
toward work itself.’ Docs this 
have som ething to do with 
the manner in which work, 
and career, have evolved?

G lobal Trends in the 
History o f W ork

Yours etc., 
Torist Mark.

Via email

Quality child 
care the need 
of the hour

Editor,
The news report on Q ual­

ity Child Care (ST March 29. 
2023) referring to a consul­
tation  organised by North 
E as t N etw ork  (N E N ) in 
co llabora tion  w ith SEWA 
and other well-intentioned 
organisations has not come 
a day too late, flic reality is 
that Anganwadi centres arc 
not functioning well in our 
State and even in the city o f  
Shillong, forget about rural 
areas. In fact, these centres 
have been created for the 
well-being o f  children whose 
mothers arc forced to  go to 
work to make ends meet. But 
even i f  women are not in dire 
straits they still need to work 
so that they arc economically 
independent. It is true that 
there arc a few creches run 
by local women’s organisa­
tions but even there the care 
takers are not trained todeal 
with children and to engage

The tendency  to  w ork 
has charactcriicd human ex­
istence ever since the hands 
o f  ou r ancicnt forefathers 
grasped a chunk o f  stone and 
transform ed it into a tool. 
O ver th o u sa id s  o f  years, 
human being's highly devel­
oped capability to intention­
ally and intelligently apply 
effort and energy to  reach 
a goal and so  vc a problem, 
gave birth to i  foundational 
hum an institution: the o c ­
cupation. History shows us 
that while the emergence o f  
occupations s a universal 
phenom enon, the practice 
o f  occupations d ifferen ti­
ated into the ivclihood and 
carccrist modes o f  engage­
ment. It w as perhaps during 
the first industrial revolution 
that the notion o f  a personal 
“c a ree r"  o rig ina ted . T h is  
new form  o f  p racticing an 
occupation callcd for fitting 
into predefined institutional 
stru c tu re s  and fo llow ing

prescribed rubs, while com ­
peting constantly to cxcci 
against others The careerist 
places hinvhirsc lf between 
the traces o f  a caree r and 
willingly meets its demands 
because it is believed that 
th is  investm en t o f  e ffo rt 
yields substantial personal 
gain. But. since the last cen­
tury o f  its existence, has the
caree ris t approach  to  the 
practice o f  occupation lived 
up to these expectations?

Mechanisation and auto­
mation brought about by the 
first and sccond Industrial 
Revolutions, perhaps trig ­
gered the first Jcparturc from 
livelihood orientations. Work 
shifted from tie  "handmade" 
to the "machine made". The 
Protestant Reformation pro­
vided moral suiction to em ­
bed individualistic material­
ism into the motivation for 
work. T he third Industrial 
Revolution, undergirded by 
the com putet ‘digital revo­
lution causcc the next big 
sh ift. H ere again we saw  
and continue lo sec a further 
d is tan c in g  be tw een  w ork 
and the human worker. And 
today it is said that the fourth 
Industrial Revolution (4IR) 
is upon us. The technological 
advances introduced by these 
revolutions a x  leading not

w ith the kids in the  way 
that happens in play schools 
w here the c irc  takers arc 
trained to  talk to  kids and 
provide th e n  som e in te l­
lectual stimulation because 
as psychologists would tell 
us. children arc born ready to 
leam. and have many skills 
to learn over many years. 
T hey  depend on  paren ts, 
family members, and other 
caregivers as heir first teach­
ers to develop the right skills 
to become independent and 
lead healthy and successful 
lives.

We arc told that how the 
brain grows is strongly af­
fected by the child 's experi­
ences with other people and 
the world. Nurturing care for 
the mind is critical for brain 
growth. Children grow and 
leam best in ) safe environ­
ment w here  they a rc  p ro ­
tected from ncglect and from 
extrem e o r chronic stress 
with plenty of opportunities 
to play and explore.

Parents and other care ­
givers can support healthy 
brain growth by speaking 
to. playing w ith, and c a r­
ing for their child. Children 
leam best when parents take 
turns to talk to  the ir  kids 
and ploy with them. In so 
doing they build on the ir

merely to automation but to 
the autonomisation o f  work 
too ls and  processes (e.g ., 
driver less cars) leading in 
turn to a further dcvalorisa- 
tion o f  human effort. Such 
shifts in human engagement 
with work could possibly 
explain the theme underlying 
the narratives o f  those who 
arc disillusioned w ith their 
careers: a loss o f  connection, 
depletion  o f  m eaning and 
purpose in relation to their 
work tasks.

T h e  q u e s tio n  no w  is  
w hether th is phenom enon 
has been caused by the pan­
demic. Will these deep frus­
trations with work abate as 
the effects o f  the pandemic 
decline? A closer look indi­
cates that while the pandemic 
might have been a trigger, 
unhappiness with work, not 
just the conditions o f  work, 
runs deeper, it is possible that 
the pandemic has unmasked 
not just an immediate, but a

chronic unhappiness with ca­
rccrist orientations to work.

People arc leaving their 
careers w ith the intention 
o f  rc-training for other jobs. 
Many arc preparing for new 
careers. But would fatigue 
and frustration be rc-expcri- 
cnccd once the honeymoon 
with the ir  new carec r has
passed? Is a more fundamcn
tal. attitudinal shift required 
o f  the carccrist?

Is it tim e fo r a Fifth 
Industria l Revolution?
Stress and fatigue could 

und e rlie  bo th  liv e lih o o d  
and carccrist orientations. It 
seems however that a deep 
sense o f  disequilibrium and 
loss o f  wellbeing is reported 
m ore frequen tly  am ongst 
careerists. The common a t­
titude tow ard livelihood is 
tha t it m eets su b s is ten c e  
needs and  is practiced by 
humbler ( usually rural) folk 
such as fanners, artisans ;ind 
skilled w orkers. However, 
an interesting trend is seen 
in su rv ey s  c o n d u c te d  by 
the author: careerists who 
have made shifts to a more 
livelihood-oriented practice 
o f  occupation demonstrate 
g rea ter conten tm ent with 
their new work orientations. 
A com puter scientist who 
shifted to a much more man-

ch ild 's skills and interests. 
N urtu ring  a c h ild  by  un ­
derstanding their needs and 
responding sensitively helps 
to protect children 's brains 
from stress. Speaking with 
children and exposing them 
to books, stories, and songs 
helps strengthen children 's 
language and com m unica­
tion. which puls them on a 
path tow ards learning and 
succeeding in school.

Exposure lo  s tre ss and 
trauma can have long-term 
negative consequences for 
the ch ild ’s brain, whereas 
talking, reading, and playing 
can stimulate brain growth. 
Ensuring that parents, care­
givers. and early childhood 
care providers have the re­
sources and skills to provide 
safe, stable, nurturing, and 
stimulating care isan  impor­
tant public health goal.

When children are at risk, 
tracking children’s develop­
ment and making sure they 
reach developmental m ile­
stones can help ensure that 
any problem s arc detected 
early and children can re­
ceive the intervention they 
may need. We read and leam 
all o f  the above in colleges 
and universities but we also 
comc from a society where 
parents don’t consider talk-

ual engagement rcvcalingly 
said: "It was all very exciting 
at first... pushing buttons to 
get machines to do things. 
But over tim e. I felt I was 
not using any actual skills. 
Ihe algorithm was doing it. 
I 'v e  left all that now ... some 
friends and I have gotten 
together to  start a haberdash­
ery! I’m happily sewing and 
se lling  bu ttons now ... not 
tapping them!"

Against this background, 
could a fifth industrial revo­
lution consider bidirectional 
collaborations between ca­
rccrist orientations and "live­
lihood thinking". With this 
as a guiding principle, could 
we begin to describe a new 
world o f  work that:

•  re-examines the dy­
namics o f  competition versus 
collaboration, independence 
versus interdependciKC. and 
duty to the in-group versus 
personal rights as factors 
that in fluence engagem ent 
with work.

#  considers the Gan- 
dh ia n  ph ilo so p h y  o f  N al 
T alim  (N ew  E d u c a tio n )  
based upon the principle that 
pedagogy could be located 
around work.

9  acknow ledges the 
cultural reality that children 
are a part o f  the fabric o f  the 
family's ethos o f  work.

•  considers how peda­
gogical system s might use 
live lihood  th ink ing  as an 
in stru m e n t for e duca tion  
such that future generations 
engage with work w ith per­
spicacity and discernment.

#  explores what manual 
work could mean in an in­
creasing ly  d ig italized  and 
virtua lized  world. Indeed, 
there arc sound w ork prin­
ciples to be learned from the 
craftspcrson and artisan who 
even before the industrial 
revolution, working by hand, 
used simple tools with highly 
developed  sk ill, to  w eave 
c lo th , construct furniture, 
bu ild  pyram ids, tem p les, 
cathedrals and ships!

Today human work oc­
curs in the interface between 
financial capitalism  and an 
amoral technological evolu­
tion on the  one hand and 
the forced abdication o f  hu­
man cognitive and  cultural 
engagem ent with w ork on 
the other. The pandemic has 
instigated dramatic changcs 
in  a ttitudes tow ard  w ork . 
Going forward, the challenge 
before us as educationists, 
career counsellors. HR Man­
agers and all those w ho work 
fo r hum an dev elo p m e n t, 
is to acknow ledge tha t an 
interplay can be fostered be­
tween the prcindustrial, the 
industrial and post-industrial, 
between the personal and the 
shared, the handcrafted and 
the machine-made. The time 
is well-nigh for us all to con­
tribute to rehumanising work 
to herald a fifth revolution, 
a revolution that valorises 
human effort.

(The w riter is C lin ica l 
Psychologist a m i Director. 
The P rom ise  F oundation, 
e m a i I: garu lm a n i@  t-p -f. 
org)

■ ■ ■ ■ )
ing to a  child to be an impor­
tant milestone in their lives. 
We Khasis are not used to 
talking to babies because we 
think they don 't understand 
what we are telling them and 
cannot respond. Wc actually 
don 't know what goes on in 
the child 's mind.

I would request NEN and 
like-minded NGOs to hold 
som e sessions for unedu­
cated mothers and especially 
young mothers to explain to 
them that it is so  important 
to have conversations with 
their kids and provide them a 
safe space at home. We truly 
need more creches -  a need 
that has never been given 
much attention to by the gov­
ernm ent and other NGOs. 
There will be a sea change in 
the cognitive development o f 
the child i f  such a supportive 
and educative environment 
is prov ided  a t th is tender 
formative stages o f  its life.

Yours etc., 
Noleen Khongsit.

Via cmai

Articles and letters ap ­
p earin g  o n  th is  p age  are 
the  v iew s o f  th e  w riters 
au th o rs  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

the Rajya Sabha Chairman 
has also sought a  privilege 
motion against an \ I P  from 
A am Aadmi Party for a bi­
zarre reason- repeatedly sub­
mitting identical notices!

W hat is a privilege m o­
tion? The Constitution guar­
antees for certain privileges 
(rights-'imrnunitiee) to both 
H ouses of Parliam ent and 
th e ir  m em bers, to  a llow  
them to discharge their func­
tions efficiently. When any 
o f  these rights/im m unities 
arc violated, it amounts to 
what is known as ‘a breach 
o f  privilege'. The Parliament 
has the right to punish any 
such breaches by moving a 
privilege motion.

H ow  is a  q u e s tio n  o f  
breach ofprivilege raised-? In 
the Rajya Sabha. a question 
o f  breach o f  privilege can 
either be rased  by an MP or 
in the rarest o f  cases, by the 
p resid ing  office r himself. 
The question can either be 
considered by the H ouse 
o r  can be referred  to  the 
Committee on Privileges for 
cxaminaticn.

It is in cresting  to  flag 
that out o f  the 70 reports o f  
the Committee o f  Privileges
available o i the Rajya Sabha 
w ebsite , the q u e stio n  o f  
privilege in 66 cases were 
raised by MPs. In only four 
cases did the Chairperson 
refer the matter o f  his own 
accord. Contrast this with 
what has happened in the last 
one month- the Chairperson 
has referred three questions 
o f  privilege to  the Commit­
tee o f  his cwn accord.

The bigger question here 
is. what should Opposition 
MPs do when their voices 
a rc  stifled in Parliam ent? 
When microphones are mut­
ed. when San sad TV is cen­
sored. when sentences and 
even full paragraphs from 
sp e ec h es  a rc  ex p u n g ed ?  
W hen rep rese n ta tiv e s o f  
the people are not allowed 
to raise people's issues in 
Parliament, should they act 
like lambs to the slaughter"? 
O r should they find innova­
tive w ays to  register their 
protest?

H ere  i> w hat tw o BJP 
stalwarts and legendary Par­
liamentarians had to say on 
the subject. Sushma Swaraj: 
"N ot allow ing Parliam ent 
to function is a lso  a form 
o f  de m o crac y , lik e  any  
other form.”  Arun Jaitlcy: 
“There arc occasions w hen 
obstruction in Parliam ent 
b rings greater benefits to 
the country. O ur stra tegy  
does not [vm iit us io allow
the government to use Par-

discontcnt over a  particular 
issue in which their opinion 
was not being taken note o f  
by the Union Government.

Now let me address the 
issue o f  an M P (Opposition 
or Treasury bcnchcs) resub­
mitting identical Noticcs on 
consecutive days. Goodness 
me. Rc-submission o f  identi­
cal noticcs has been a com ­
mon practice, a precedent, 
for decades in both Houses. 
This is done by a member 
for multiple reasons. Most 
notices lapse after a specific 
period o f  time and it is the 
right o f  a member to resub­
mit her/his notice. O r.an MP 
m ay choose to  repeatedly 
emphasise on a certain issue 
over a  sustained period o f  
time. Totally legit.

Members from the Oppo­
sition across the country arc 
brazenly targeted every day 
by the M odi-Shah govern­
ment through their agcncics 
like  CB1 and ED. No one 
from the BJP ever is. In the 
same manner, members o f  
the BJP are never subjected 
to  inquiries by the Com mit­
tee o f  Privileges. Ministers 
in  the M odi governm ent 
a rc  Teflon coated. I f  they 
w e re n 't , w hy w a sn 't  the 
Union IT Minister served a 
privilege notice for shooting 
his mouth o ff  w hen he w as 
addressing a forum and d is­
closing classified informa­
tion. T he M inister claimed 
that Parliam ent's Standing 
Com m ittee on C om m uni­
c a tio n s  and  In fo rm a tion  
Technology had examined 
the Bill and given it a ‘big 
thumbs u p '. Every Consti­
tutional authority remained 
mum.

Even kindergarten Parlia­
ment know s that the Pro­
ceed ings o f  a C om m ittee 
shall be treated as confiden­
tial. Anyone w ho has access 
to  its proceed ings should 
not disc lose  any inform a­
tion regarding its report or 
any conclusions arrived at, 
before the report has been 
presented to the House.

For Parliamentary privi­
leges and all else in Indian 
politics, there a rc  two sets 
o f  rules. O ne set o f  rules 
for members o f  TM C. INC. 
SP. DMK, AAP. BRS. SS, 
RJD. JD(U), NCP, CPI(M). 
And a different set o f  rules 
for the parly run by the two 
most famous members o f  the 
Gujarat Gymkhana.

(The writer is M ember o f  
Parliament and  Leader, All 
India Trinamool Congress 
Parliamentary Parly (Rajya  
Sabha) . A ddi tional research 
by A  nkit a  Dinkar).

During the lockdowns people have had 
the oppornmity to introspect about how the 

way they work affects their lives. In fact, we could 
say that The Givat Resignation luis been brought 
alxnit by the opportunity fo r  a "Great Rethink ".

A common ihread running thmugli these pandemic 
epiphanies seems lo suggest that we don ’I actually 

like our jobs. How dUl this happen? Are these 
viscerally negative sentiments linked to specific 

jobs or toward work itself? Does this have 
something to do with the manner in which work, 

and career, have evolved?

Privilege m otions have 
been in the news recently. 
The U nion.MinistcrofCom- 
mimical ions. Railways, and 
Electronic) and Information 
Technology, opened him self 
to a breach o f  privilege mo­
tion w hen he divulged the 
details o f  what transpired in 
the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee meeting on the 
Personal Data P rotection 
B ill. Then the re  w as the 
case where the Congress M P 
from Wayanad had a privi­
lege motion moved against 
him by BJP's ch ief hccklcr 
in Lok Sabha, an MP from 
Jharkhand.

A Privilege motion was 
also sought against 12 MPs 
for supposedly d isorderly  
conduct ir  the first leg o f  
the Budget Session. A Rajya 
Sabha MP w as suspended 
and a privilege motion was 
moved agiinst her because 
d ie  allegedly recorded pro­
ceedings o^ her smartphone 
inside the House. As per the 
Rajya Sabha bulletin pub­
lished in tl'c public domain.

liamcnt without being held 
accountable."

In the  firs t leg  o f  the  
B udget session  in Febru­
ary. the en tire  O pposition 
w ere rais ing a dem and to 
order an inquiry (some pre­
ferred a Joint Parliamentary 
Com mittee, a  few others a 
Suprem e C ourt monitored 
probe) into LIC-SBI funds 
be ing at risk because o f  the i r 
exposure to A dani com pa­
n ies. P e rfectly  legitim ate  
Parliam entary tactic. How 
justified is it to now seek a 
privilege motion against the 
protesting MPs?

A s pe r e a r lie r  repo rts 
(2009and 2 0 14) o f  the Com ­
mit tee on Privileges, such 
‘d is ru p tio n s ’ do  not fall 
under the purview  o f  Par­
liamentary privileges. The 
Com m ittee found that the 
inten tion  o f  the m em bers 
disrupting was not to prevent 
any  o th e r  m em ber from  
speaking o r to question the 
au tho rity  o f  the  C hair. It 
was. in fact, to express their
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DONALD TRUMP: Polling suggests criminal 
charges against him won't dent his support

D o n a ld  T ru m p 's  im p e n d in g  c o u r t  e a s e  m a rk s  
a n  h is to ric  m o m e n t in U S  p o li t ic s .  He w ill 
b e  th e  firs t fo rm e r  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  
S t a te s  to  fa c e  c r im in a l c h a rg e s  a n d  tr ia l  by  a ju ry . 

H e a nd  h is  s u p p o r te rs  a rc  a lre a d y  c a l l i n g  th e  e a se  a 
p o l i t ic a l  m a n o eu v re  d e s ig n e d  to  re d u c e  h is  c h a n c e s  
in  th e  2 0 2 4  p re s id e n tia l  e le c t io n .

T h e  c o u rt ease  w ill a ffe c t h is  c am p a ig n  bu t it w ill 
n o t e x c lu d e  him  fo r r u n n in g  fo r  o f f ic e  n e x t y e a r . 
H arly  in d ic a t io n s  su g g e s t th a t h is  p o l i t ic a l  b a se  w ill 
c o n tin u e  to  ra lly  a ro u n d  h im . W ith in  h o u rs  o f  th e  
n e w s , h is  fo llo w e rs  w ere  g a th e r in g  o u ts id e  h is  M ar- 
a -L a g o  h o m e  in F lo r id a  to  e x p re s s  th e i r  su p p o r t.

T h e  in d ic tm c n t c o m e s  a f te r  a g ra n d  ju r y  in  N ew  
Y o rk  a g re e d  tk a t th e re  w a s  e n o u g h  e v id e n c e  to  
c h a rg e  th e  fo rm er  p r e s id e n t .

T h e  in v e s t ig a t io n , led  by  M a n h a tta n  d is t r ic t  a t ­
to rn e y  A lv in  B ragg , lo o k e d  in to  the  le g a l i ty  o f  h u sh  
m o n e y  p a y m en ts  to  fo rm e r  a d u lt f ilm  s ta r  S to rm y  
D a n ie ls .

T h e  e x ac t na tu re  o f  th e  c h a rg e s  w ill  n o t b e  know n  
u n ti l  T ru m p  is  a r ra ig n e d  n e x t w e e k . A c c o rd in g  to  
U S  r e p o r ts ,  he is l ik e ly  to  b e  a c c u s e d  o f  m o re  than  
o n e  c o u n t o f  fa ls ify in g  b u s in e s s  r e c o rd s  ( c la s s c d
as a misdcmcaaour, a lesser crime in the U S  legal 
s y s te m ) , a f te r  T rum p  a l le g e d ly  re c o rd e d  th e  p a y ­
m e n t a s  a b u s in e s s  e x p e n s e . I f  fo u n d  g u i l t y ,  he  
c o u ld  fa c e  a fine.

H e m ig h t a lso  be  c h a rg e d  w ith  b r e a k in g  e le c t io n  
c a m p a ig n  la w s, w h ic h  is  a m o re  s e r io u s  f e lo n y  o f ­
fen c e  a n d  c a r r ic s  a p o te n tia l p r iso n  s e n te n c e . T rum p  
h a s  d e n ie d  a n y  w ro n g d o in g .

A ny  c rim in a l c h a r g e s ,  o r  e v en  a j a i l  s e n te n c e , 
w o u ld  no t r e s t r ic t T ru m p  fro m  r u n n in g  fo r  o f f ic e  
u n d e r  th e  U S  c o n s titu t io n . He h a s  p re v io u s ly  s ta te d  
th a t  he  w o u ld  J o  so  e v en  i f  h e  w a s  c h a rg e d . H is ­
to r ic a l ly ,  th e re  a re  in s ta n c e s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  ru n n in g  
fo r p re s id e n t w hile  f a c in g  c h a rg e s  o r  e v e n  fro m  a 
p r is o n  c e l l .

P R O B L E M S  F O R  C A M P A IG N
W hat m ay  a ffe c t h is  c h a n c e s  is  th e  a m o u n t o f  

t im e  th a t h e  w ill n e ed  to  c o m m it to  d e a l in g  w ith  
th e  c h a rg e s  la id  a g a in s t  h im . T o  d a te ,  h is  c a m p a ig n  
h a s  b e en  re la t iv e ly  q u ie t ,  b u t it  w il l  n e ed  to  ga in  
m o m e n tu m  in the le ad  up to  the  R e p u b lic a n  c o n v e n ­
tio n  in  Ju ly  2024 .

O n  M a rc h  25 a n d  2 6 , T ru m p  h e ld  h is  f i r s t  c a m ­
p a ig n  r a l ly  fo r  th e  2024  e le c t io n  a t W aco . T ex a s . 
D e s p i te  p r e d ic tin g  th a t he w o u ld  b e  a r r e s t e d ,  th o u ­
s a n d s  tu rn e d  up to  sh o w  th e ir  su p p o r t .

C la im in g  th a t th e  2 0 2 4  e le c t io n  w o u ld  b e  " th e  
f in a l b a t t le " .  T -um p  c r i t ic i s e d  th e  p r o s p e c ts  o f  p o ­
te n tia l c h a lle n g e rs ,  su c h  a s  F lo r id a 's  g o v e rn o r .  Ron 
D e S a n t is ,  a n d  s ta te d  th a t th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  w a s  lik e  
s o m e th in g  o u t  o f  S t a l i n is t  R u ss ia . H e to ld  h is  s u p ­
p o r te r s  " f ro m  the b e g in n in g  it h a s  b e e n  o n e  w itc h ­

h un t a nd  ph o n y  in v e s t ig a t io n  a f te r  a n o th e r" .

P O P U L A R IT Y  IN T I IE  P O L L S  
T ru m p 's  im m en se  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  R e p u b lic an s  is 

u n lik e ly  to  b e  d a m ag e d  by  a n y  in d ic tm c n t re s u l tin g  
f rom  th e  N ew  Y ork  in v e s t ig a t io n . O n e  p o ll s h o w e d  
th a t m o s t R e p u b lic a n s  b e lie v e  th a t th e  in v e s tig a tio n  
is  p o l i t i c a l ly  m o tiv a te d , w h ile  a n o th e r  in d ic a te d  
th a t m ost A m e ric a n s  th in k  th a t T rum p  w ill b e  a c ­
q u it te d  o f  th e  c h a rg e s .

T h e  H a rv a rd /H a rr is  p o ll s h o w s  th a t p o p u la r  s u p ­
p o r t fo r th e  c h a rg c s  is  sp li t  a lo n g  pa rty  lin e s  80%  
o f  D e m o c ra ts  b e l ie v e  h e  s h o u ld  b e  in d ic te d , w h ile  
8 0%  o f  R e p u b lic a n s  b e l ie v e  h e  sh o u ld  n o t.  A nd  
5 7%  o f  R e p u b lic a n s  th in k  a tr ia l  c o u ld  h e lp  T ru m p  
in th e  e le c t io n  run .

R e p u b lic a n s  la w m a k e rs  h a v e  a lre a d y  c o m e  o u t 
in  su p p o r t  o f  T ru m p . H o u se  S p e a k e r  K e v in  M c ­
C a r th y  s a id  th a t th e  in d ic tm e n t  w as  a n  " u n p r e c ­
e d e n te d  a b u se  o f  p o w e r" . H o u se  M a jo r ity  L e a d e r  
S te v e  S c a l is e  tw e e te d  th a t th e  c h a rg c s  w ere  “ o ne  
o f  th e  c le a re s t  e x a m p le s  o f  e x tre m is t  D e m o c ra ts  
w c a p o n iz in g  g o v e rn m e n t to  a t ta c k  th e ir  p o l i t ic a l  
o p p o n e n ts " .

E ven  T ru m p ’s p o te n tia l r iv a ls  fo r  the  2024  n o m i­
n a tio n  h ave  co m e  o u t  in  su p p o r t o f  th e  fo rm e r  p r e s i­
d e n t. D e S a n tis  s a id  th e  c h a rg c s  w ere  " u n -A m e ric a n "  
a n d  a " w e a p o n iz a t io n  o f  th e  le g a l s y s te m " , w h ile  
P e n c e  c a l le d  th e  in d ic tm c n t " a n  o u tr a g e ” .

F o r  m a n y  o b s e rv e rs ,  th e  q u e s t io n  re m a in s : w h y  
d o c s  T ru m p  s t i l l  f ig u re  so  h ig h ly  in  th e  R e p u b lic a n  
p o l l s  a f te r  e v e r y th in g  th a t h a s  h a p p e n e d ?

A H arvard^ H a r r is  p o ll f ro m  m id  M a rc h , s h o w s  
th a t  T ru m p  has in c re a s e d  h is  f a v o u r a b i l i ty  a m o n g  
R e p u b lic a n  v o te rs  to  5 0 % . g iv in g  h im  a 2 6 -p o in t 
le ad  o v e r  D e S a n t is ,  i f  th e  p r e s id e n tia l  n o m in a tio n  
w a s  d e c id e d  n o w . F o rm e r  v ic e  p re s id e n t M ike P e nce  
is  a d is t a n t  th ird  w ith  j u s t  7% . A m o re  re c e n t  Fox 
N e w s p o ll m a k e s  th e  g a p  b e tw e e n  T ru m p  a n d  D e ­
S a n tis  to  b e  e v e n  g r e a te r  a t 30% .

W o rry in g ly  f o r  D e m o c ra ts ,  th o se  p o lle d  o f  a ll  
p o l i t ic a l  p e r s u a s io n s  g iv e  T ru m p  a  fo u r-p o in t  le ad  
o v e r  B id cn . T h e re  is  a g l im m e r  o f  h o p e  f o r  th e  
D e m o c ra ts ,  th o u g h , in  th a t  14%  o f  th o se  p o lle d  
w e re  u n d e c id e d  o n  c i th e r  T ru m p  o r  B id cn . I t 's  a 
s ig n i f ic a n t  n u m b e r, a n d  th o se  in d iv id u a ls  w ill  be  
k e y  to  d e c id in g  w h o  w in s  th e  e le c t io n  in  N o v em b er  
n e x t y ear.

T r u n k 's  im m en se  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  R e p u b lic a n s  is  
u n lik e ly  to  be  d a m a g e d  by a n y  in d ic tm c n t r e su l tin g  
fro m  the  N ew  Y ork in v e s t ig a t io n . T h is  is  b e c a u se  
the  R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty  is  s t i l l  th e  p a rty  o f  D o n a ld  
T rum p , ilis  b a se  su p p o r t has n e v e r  f lu c tu a te d  s in c e
2 0 1 6 . M any o f  them  fee l he s ta n d s  up fo r  them  w hen  
n o -o n e  e lse  d o e s .

H is  R e p u b lic an  o p p o n e n ts ,  su c h  a s  D e S a n t is ,  a rc  
t ry in g  to o u td o  T ru m p  a t b e in g  T rum p . B ut th e y  a rc  
p a le  im i ta t io n s ,  a n d  T ru m p  k n o w s  th is .

H arlie r  th is  y e a r . T ru m p  to ld  th e  c ro w d  a t  th e  
C o n se rv a tiv e  P o l i t ic a l  A c tio n  C o n f e re n c e :  " I  am  
y o u r  w a r r io r ,  I a m  y o u r  ju s t i c e . "  A nd  th e y  b e lie v e  
th a t .  H is s u p p o r te r s  b e l ie v e  th a t  he  is  th e  o n ly  
p e rso n  c a p a b le  o f  p r o te c t in g  th e ir  v a lu e s  a n d  w ay  
o f  life .

In a su p p o r tin g  sp e e c h  a t  W aco , T ru m p -a lly . R e p ­
r e se n ta tiv e  M a rjo rie  T a y lo r-G re e n e  s a id : “ T ru m p  is  
th e  m an  fo r th e  h o u r, l i e 's  th e  o n ly  m an w ho  can  
ta k e  on  W a sh in g to n  in  th e  tim e s  th a t w c  liv e  in .”

W hile  th e  in d ic tm e n t m ig h t m a k e  so m e  m o d e ra te  
R e p u b lic an s  re th in k  th e ir  lo y a lty  to  th e  fo rm er  p re s ­
id e n t.  h s b a se  w ill  ba ck  h im  to  th e  b i t t e r  end .

(T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n }

A debut novel and a tale of ‘burled facts & feelings’
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A b o o k  th a t  e x p l o r e s  th e  
p o w e r  o f  lo v e , f r ie n d s h ip , 
f a m i ly ,  a n d  th e  e l u s i v e  

id e a  o f  h o m e , <nd c o m p e ls  u s to  
r e v is it  o u r  ow n  id e as  o f  t ru th ,  the  
s e l f  a n d  r e a lity  A ll S tra y  D ons Go 
to  H e a v e n  by K rish n a  C a n d e th  is  
a n  a s to u n d in g  d e b u t n o v e l.

T o ld  fro m  m u lt ip le  p e r s p e c ­
t iv e s  a n d  w e a v in g  p a s t  a n d  p r e s ­
e n t .  d re a m s  and  re a l i ty  th e  book  
r e v o lv e s  a ro u n d  re la ta b le  th e m es  
a n d  e m o t io n s .  A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
s to r ie s  th a t  h a p p en e d  a  lo n g  tim e  
a g o  a n d  w ill  m a s t c e r ta in ly  h a p ­
p en  a g a in .

T h e  b o o k  c o m e s  a c r o s s  a s  a 
s t r in g  o f  s to r ie s  th a t  c o m e  to ­
g e th e r  a s o n e  b ig  s to ry . H ow  d id  
h e  g o  a b o u t w ri tin g  th e  b o o k  in 
th e  w a y  th a t  he h a s?

"Y ou s h o u ld  n e v e r  a sk  a u th o r  
s h o w  th e y  g o  a 'jo u t w ri t in g  th e ir  
b o o k s  b e c a u s e  he s im p le  a n sw e r

is T h ey  d o n 't  know ,"  C a n d e th  to ld  
I A N S  in  a n  i n te r v ie w ,  a d d in g :  
"F .v c ry th in g  th e y  w ri te  su p p o se d ­
ly c o m e s  from  th e i r  im a g in a tio n  
b u t a s  w r i te r s  th e y  d o n 't  know ­
h o w  th a t im a g in a t io n  w o rk s ."

" I t 's  a lm o s t  a s  t h o u g h  th e y  
w e r e  w r i t i n g  w ith  a d r ip p in g  
b r u s h ,  a n d  l e a v in g  l i t t l e  d a b s  
a n d  s ta in s  a s  th e y  w e n t  a lo n g !  
T h e  re a l q u e s t io n  h a s  to  do  w ith  
h o w  s to r ie s  a rc  to ld . A rc  ’go o d  
s to r ie s ’ g o o d  b e c a u s e  o f  a  c e r ta in  
s u c c e s s io n  o f  e v e n ts  o r  a rc  th e y  
g o o d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  w ay  th o se  
e v e n ts  a r c  n a r r a t e d ."  s a id  C a n ­
d e th , w h o 's  th e  n e p h e w  o f  L t G en  
K P C a n d e th  ( r e td ) ,  w h o  p la y e d  a 
key  r o le  in  th e  l ib e r a t io n  o f  G oa  
a n d  la te r  s e rv e d  a s  D e p u ty  C h ie f  
o f  A rm y  S ta ff .

C a n d e th  n o te d  tha t S o u th  Ind ia  
has  a v e ry  m u sc u la r  tr a d i t io n  o f  
te l l in g  s to r ie s  o r  k a th a s  a n d  I n ­
d ia n  s to r y te l l in g ,  in  g e n e r a l ,  is  
c o m p lex  a n d  h u g e ly  e n te r ta in in g ;

in f a c t,  a d i s t in c t iv e  f e a tu r e  o f  
th e  " K a th a s a r i ts a g a ta ” . th e  g re a t 
c o m p ila t io n  o f  s to r  e s  f ro m  th e  
e le v e n th  c e n tu r y  by S o m a d c v a , 
is  th e  te l l in g  o f  the sa m e  s to r y  
t w ic e ,  o n c e  in  i t s  a b b r e v ia t e d  
fo rm  a n d  o n c e  a t len g th !

H e p o in t  o u t  th a t fo r  a te x t  
w ri t te n  in  th e  e le v e n th  c e n tu ry , 
" t h a t  i s  a m a z in g ly  in v e n t iv e ,  
a n d  m o d e rn , i f  y o u  w an t to  c a ll  
it th a t ."

T h e re  a re  n o  c h a p te rs  in  th e  
b o o k , o n ly  s u b h e a d in g s ;  h o w ’s 
th a t?

C a n d e th  s a id : "I w as v a g u e ly  
c o n sc io u s  o f  th e  f a c t th a t th is  w as 
a s tr u c tu re  u se d  m o s tly  in  w o rk s  
o f  n o n - f ic t io n  b u t I w en t a h ea d  
w ith  it  a n y w a y  b e ca u se  th a t w as  
h o w  I had  o r ig in a l ly  c o n c e iv e d  
th e  b o o k .

" T h e re  m a y  b e  m o re  r a d ic a l  
r e a s o n s  fo r  th is  p a r t i c u la r  d e c i ­
s io n  bu t I am  no t fu lly  a w a re  o f  
th e m . Y ou m ig h t ca ll th e  s t r u c ­

tu re  e p is o d ic .  I t a l lo w e d  
m e th e  lu x u ry  o f  w ri t in g  
c e r ta in  e p is o d e s  a h e a d  o f  
o th e r s ,  a n d  th a t  w a s  an  
a d v a n ta g e  b e c a u s e  I kn e w  
h o w  th e y  w e r e  g o in g  to  
lin k  up  in  th e  e n d .

" A l s o ,  t h e  e p i s o d i c  
s tru c tu re  a llo w e d  th e  s to ry  
to  e x p a n d , to  g ro w  s id e ­
w a y s  ra th e r  th a n  g o  sh o o t­
in g  o f f  to w a rd s  so m e  in ­
te n d e d  c o n c lu s io n . I c a n 't  
re m e m b e r  w h o  it w a s  w ho  
sa id  th a t  y o u  d o n 't  w ri te  
a b o o k  as th e  c ro w  f lic s ."

O n  a m o r e  m u n d a n e  
le v e l ,  th e  e p is o d ic  s t r u c ­
tu re  a l lo w s  th e  r e a d e r  to  
s k im  th r o u g h  th e  p a g e s  
o f  th e  n o v e l w ith  a f irm  
th u m b  a n d  f o r e f i n g e r ,  
s to p  a n d  e x p lo r e  w h a t a 
s u b h e a d in g  h a s  to  o f fe r ,  
a n d  th e n  m o v e  b a c k w a rd s  
o r  f o rw a rd  a s  th e  m o o d  
d ic ta te s !

"A  n o v e l  in  i t s  t r a d i ­
t io n a l f o rm , o f fe r s  a  v e ry  
p a r t i c u la r  l in e a r  p le a s u re  
b u t th e re  is  a m o re  a m ­
b ig u o u s  d e l ig h t  in  a b s o rb ­
in g  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  
ran d o m  o b s e rv a t io n s  fro m  
e p is o d e s  in  no  p a r t i c u la r  
o rd e r ,"  C a n d e th  s a id .

A s fo r  th e  n o v e l b e in g  a 
s to r y  a b o u t  s to r i e s ,  h e  a g re e d , 
s a y in g :  " I t 's  a b o u t  a l l  t h o s e  
th o u g h ts  a n d  fe e lin g s  th a t a re  fo r ­
e v e r  k n o c k in g  a b o u t in  th e  g re a t 
b a z a a r  o f  o u r  h e a d s  and  h e a r ts ,  
a n d  the  s to r ie s  b ig  a n d  sm a ll, h a lf  
o r  fu l ly  fo rm ed  th a t  o f te n  a p p e a r  
w ith o u t w a rn in g ."

H ow  d o c s  he  h o p e  to  s tr ik e  a 
c h o rd  w ith  r e a d e rs ?

C a n d e t h  e x p l a i n e d :  " W h e n  
w ri tin g  S tra y  D o g s ,  I w o u ld  th in k  
o f  it a s  so m e  so r t o f  an  im a g in e d  
re p o r t  a b o u t s o m e th in g  a f r ie n d  
a n d  I had  ta lk e d  a b o u t a long  tim e 
a g o  a nd  th e n  fo rg o t ,  a b o u t b u r ie d  
fa c ts  a n d  b u r ie d  f e e l in g s , a b o u t 
th in g s  -- c ru e l  a n d  u n f o rg iv in g  
-- th a t had  h a p p e n e d  in  th e  p ast 
a n d  m ig h t w ell h a p p e n  a g a in  in 
the  fu tu re .

"I d o n 't  r e a lly  h av e  a p a r tic u la r  
r e a d e r  in  m in d . K c a d c rs  h a v e  so  
m a n y  c h o ic e s  th e s e  d a y s - t h e y  
c a n  w a lk  i n to  a  b o o k s h o p  a n d

p ic k  up  b o o k s  th a t  c a te r  to  th e ir  
e v e r y  m o o d . T h e r e  a re  a ll k in d s  
o f  r e a d e r s ,  a n d  q u ite  o f te n  the  
s a m e  in c id e n t  o r  o b se rv a tio n  in 
a n o v e l  m a y  d ra w  q u ite  u n e x ­
p e c te d  re sp o n se s  fro m  d if fe re n t 
r e a d e rs .

" I f  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  I 
w o u ld  l ik e  th e  r e a d e r  to  be  le ft 
w ith ,  i t  is  th e  s e n s e  o f  Itow a ll  
th e  s to r i e s  a n d  e v e n ts  a d d  up  
a n d  a c c u m u la tc  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  
th e  n a r r a t iv e , a n d  le a v e  us a t  th e  
e n d  w i th  th e  m a d n e s s  a n d  th e  
m a rv e ls  w c a rc  c a p a b le  o f  a s  h u ­
m an  b e in g s , a n d  how . in  sp ite  o f  
e v e r y th in g , th e re  is  a  m u tua l v u l­
n e ra b i l i t y  th a t  u n i te s  a ll  o f  u s .

” 1 su p p o s e  a t o n e  le v e  w c  a ll 
w ri te  th e  b o o k s  w e lik e  to  rea d : 
th e re  is  a la y e r  o f  se d im e n t w c 
k ic k  lo o se  a n d  b r in g  up to  th e  su r ­
fa c e  w hen  w c  w ri te  a n o v e l, and  
s o m e tim e s  th e  c o lo u r  o r  d e n s ity  
o f  th a t s e d im e n t m ay  both a t t r a c t  
a n d  r e p e l  r e a d e r s .  S o ia e  m a y  
r e sp o n d  to  th e  s p i r i tu a l ,  o th e r s  
to  th e  p o l i t ic a l ,  s e x u a l  o r jo y f u l  
a s p e c ts  o f  it .

"T h e  th in g  to  rem e m b e r  is tha t 
y o u  c a n ’t s e p a r a t e  th e  v a r io u s  
e le m e n ts  in  a  n o v e l, p u t ihem  in 
b o x e s  a n d  say . T h is  is  p o lit ic a l,  
th is  is  s p i r i tu a l ,  s a d . jo y f u l  c tc .  
A t th e  h e a r t o f  a g o o d  nove l th e re  
is  a k in d  o f  e m o tio n a l tru th  and  
th a t  t r u th  c o n ta in s  A L L  th o s e  
e le m e n ts .

"I lik e  to  th in k  o f  the  n o v e l 
( o r  a n y  w ri t in g , f o r  th a t  m a tte r )  
a s  a sm a ll  d e v ic c  th a t ,  w hen  it 
w o rk s  w e ll, ig n i te s  in  u s  a se n se  
o f  w o n d e r .  W e tr y  to  d is c o v e r  
o r  u n c o v c r  so m e th in g  w hen  w c 
w ri te .  We m ay no t be  su re  w hat 
it is  bu t it o f te n  tu r n s  ou t to  be 
som e  fo rm  o f  th a t sa m e  e m o tio n a l 
tru th .  O ne  h o p e s , o f  c o u rse ,  th a t 
th e  r e a d e r  w ill  c o m e  to  d e te c t it 
a n d . in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  h is  o r  h e r  
r e a d in g , be  a f f e c te d  b y  it."

T h e  b o o k  w e a v e s  p e s t a n d  
p r e s e n t ,  d re a m s  a n d  r e a l i ty  to ­
g e th e r ,  a n d  in  th e  p ro c c s s  a lso  
b r in g s  in  m u lt ip le  p e rs p e c t iv e s  
th r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r s .  
H ow  d id  h e  g o  a b o u t sk e tc h in g  
th e  c h a r a c te r s  in  th e  book?

T a lk in g  a b o u t  th e  in f lu e n c e  
o t  M ilan  K u n d cra  on  h is  w o rk , 
h e  s a id :  " In  T h e  U n b e a r a b le  
L ig h tn e s s  o f  B e in g ,  a book  th a t

m a d e  a h u g e  im p r e s s io n  o n  m e 
w hen  I f i r s t  r e a d  it  m a n y  y e a r s  
a g o ,  M i l a n  K u n d c r a  t a l k s  o f  
how  c h a r a c te r s  a rc  no t b o rn  lik e  
p e o p le  o f  a w o m a n ; th e y  a rc  
b o rn  o f  a  s i t u a t io n ,  a  s e n te n c e , a 
m e ta p h o r  c o n ta in in g  in  a n u tsh e ll 
a b a s ic  h u m a n  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t 
th e  a u th o r  th in k s  no  o n e  e ls e  has 
d is c o v e r e d ."

H e  a d d e d :  " B y  th e  w a y .  I 
b e l i e v e  th e  N o b e l  C o m m it te e  
w o u ld  d o  i t s e l f  a  b ig  f a v o u r  if . 
fo r  o n e  b r i e f  m o m e n t,  th e y  p u t 
a ll  p o l i t ic a l  c o n s id e ra t io n s  a s id e , 
a nd  a w a rd e d  th e  N o b e l P r iz e  fo r 
L ite ra tu re  to  M ilan  K u n d cra  w ho  
is  93  y e a r s  o ld  a n d , q u i te  s im p ly , 
o ne  o f  th e  g re a t o r  p r o b a b ly  th e  
g r e a te s t  l iv in g  n o v e l i s t  o f  o u r  
tim e ."

C a n d e th  c o n tin u e d :  " C o m in g  
b a c k  to  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  th e  
n o v e l ,  I h a d  im a g in e d  m o s t o f  
th e m  a s  v a g a b o n d s , a s  s tr a y  d o g s  
w ho  w a n d e r  th e  s t r e e ts  o f  the ir  
ow n  im a g in a t io n s .  L ik e  a lo t o f  
u s , th e y  liv e  s im u lta n e o u s ly  in  
th e  p a s t  a n d  in  th e  p r e s e n t ,  in 
d a y  d re a m s  a n d  d e lu s io n s ,  a n d  
y o u  c an  c a ll th e  re s u l tin g  m ix tu re  
’r e a l i ty ' i f  y o u  so  d e s ir e .

" T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  a l l  th e s e  
s ta te s  o f  m in d  a n d  p la c e  c o -e x is t  
on  th e  p a g e  w i th o u t  b e in g  to o  
d is r u p tiv e  has to  d o  re a l ly  w ith  
th e  fo rm  o f  th e  n o v e l .  It i s  so  
w o n d e r f u l ly  c l a s t i c :  it a b s o rb s  
e v e r y th in g ;  i t  a c c o m m o d a t e s ,  
e x p a n d s , i t  h a s  ro o m  fo r  e v e r y ­
th in g . It c an  b e  in  o n e  p la c e  a t 
o n e  m o m e n t ,  a n d  a l l  o v e r  th e  
p la c e , th e  n e x t."

H e  c o n c lu d e d  b y  a d d in g :  "To 
c o m p le t e  th e  th o u g h t .  I h o p e  
th e  n o v e l is  n e v e r  in d a n g e r  o f  
b e in g  to o  m o r a l is t ic  o r  p u r i ta n i­
c a l .  b e c a u s e  it  is  r e a l ly  th e  m ost 
g e n e r o u s  a n d  u n p u r i ta n ic a l  o f  
f o rm s .”

F ro m  th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g , th e  
id e a  w as  to  b e n e f i t  fro m  a n a rr a ­
tion  tha t a lte rn a te s  w ith o u t b rea k s 
b e tw e e n  th e  p a s t a n d  p re se n t o f  
th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  ju x t a p o s e s  
w h at is h a p p e n in g  in  th e ir  m in d s  
w ith  w h a t is  h a p p e n in g  o u ts id e  
it . H e d o n 't  p a r t i c u la r ly  c a r e  fo r 
a  G o d - l i k e  n a r r a t o r  w h o  e a t s  
s a m o s a s  a n d  p r e te n d s  to  k n o w  
cv ery th in t* , C a n d e th  c o n c lu d e d . 
( IA N S )
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Bv D C  P a th a k

I t is  an e s ta b l is h e d  p r in c ip le  
th a t  i f  y o u  g e t  th e  'm a c ro -  
p i c t u r c '  r ig h t  y o u  w i l l  b e  

le s s  t r o u b le d  by 'd e t a i l s ' - e v e n  
w h en  so m e  o f  ihem  lo o k  u n s e t ­
t l in g  a t f ir s t s ig h t. It is  a s ig n  o f  
c iv i l is a t i o n a l  c o n f id e n c e  o f  I n d ia  
th a t it h a s  fo r  it* G 2 0  P re s id e n c y  
a d o p te d  th e  m o n o  - 'V a su d h a iv a  
K u tu m b a k a m '.  w h ic h  m e a n s  'th e  
w h o le  w o rld  is  o ne  f a m i ly ’.

N o th in g  c an  be m o re  c o m p re ­
h e n s iv e  a n d  h ig h e r  a s  th e  g lo b a l 
m is s io n  fo r a w o rld  c o n fe re n c e , 
th a n  th is  t h o u g i t  e m b ra c in g  th e  
e n t ir e  h u m a n ity . A b a s ic  a d v a n ­
ta g e  h e re  • fron t In d ia 's  p o in t o f  
v ie w  - is  th a t  any 's m a ll th in k in g ' 
w ill  sh o w  i t s e l f  to  a l l ,  p r o d u c in g  
i f  a n y th in g , a c e r ta in  d e g re e  o f  
e m b a r ra s s m e n t  fo r the  d is s e n te r .  
I t is  in  l in e  w ith  th is  a p p ro a c h  
th a t In d ia  fa v o u rs  r e fo rm e d  M u l­
t i l a te r a l i s m  a s  a d e s ir a b le  id e a  to  
d e f in e  in te rn a t io n a l  r e la t io n s .

In o n e  w o rd  th is  is  m u l t i la t ­
e ra l is m  th a t  p ro d u c e s  a  p o s i t iv e  
e n v iro n m e n t a nd  no  n e g a t iv e  f a ll 
ou t a t a l l .  It g o e s to  th e  c re d i t  o f  
P r im e  M in i s te r  N a r e n d r a  M o d i 
th a t h is  f o re ig n  p o lic y  is  m a rk e d  
by  a c o n s is te n t a d h e re n c e  to  th re e  
s e m in a l id e a s  tha t a d d e d  up  to  th is  
k in d  o f  m u lt i la te r a l is m .

F i r s t  is  I n d i a 's  b e l i e f  in  a 
m u lt i - p o la r  w o rld . T h is  h e lp s  to  
d i f f u s e  th e  d a n g e r  o f  th e  r e a p ­
p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  C o ld  W ar th a t w as  
b a s ic a l ly  th e  p ro d u c t o f  a b ip o la r  
w o rld  o rd e r .

M u l t ip l ic i ty  o f  m a jo r  p o w e rs  
m a k e s  it  m o r e  l ik e ly  th a t  th e y  
w o u ld  m a k e  a c o m p e ti t iv e  c o n ­
t r ib u t io n  fo r  im p ro v in g  th e  w o rld  
e c o n o m y  a n d  g lo b a l p e a c e  - in  
th e i r  k e e n n e s s  to  p ro je c t  a g o o d  
im a g e  fo r  th e m s e lv e s ,  i n t e r n a ­
tio n a l ly .

I t  is  I n d ia 's  in d e p e n d e n t  f o r ­
e ig n  p o l i c y  ti i a t  m a d e  P r im e  
M in i s t e r  M o d i th e  f i r s t  w o r ld  
le a d e r  to  r e a c h  o u t  to  b o th  R u s ­
s ia n  P re s id e n t V la d im ir  P u tin  a n d  
U k ra in ia n  P re s  d e n t V o lo d y m y r  
Z e le n sk y  a nd  a d v ise  them  u p fro n t 
to  s to p  th e  a rm e d  c o n f l ic t  in  f a ­
v o u r  o f  n e g o tia te d  p e a c e .

T h ro u g h  th e  y e ar lo n g  U k ra in e -

R u ss ia  c o n f r o n ta t io n ,  In d ia  h a s  
r e t a in e d  i t s  im a g e  a s  a w o rld  
c o u n se l fo r p e ac e  b e ca u se  it  m a in ­
ta in e d  th a t ‘th is  is  n o t  a n  e ra  o f  
w a r ',  a b s ta in e d  fro m  a n ti- R u s s ia  
r e s o l u t io n s  in  th e  U N  a n d  a ls o  
d id  n o t e n d o rs e  th e  s u p p ly  o f  w ar  
e q u ip m e n t  a n d  a rm s  to  U k ra in e  
by th e  U S -le d  W est in  th e  p ro x y  
m o d e  th a t h ad  o n ly  p r o lo n g e d  th e  
w a r - l ik e  s itu a tio n .

In d ia  m a in ta in s  th a t c o n c e rn s  
o f  b o th  R u ss ia  and  U k ra in e  h a v e  
to  be  a d d re s s e d  fo r  w o rk in g  ou t 
a p e a c e  p a c t  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  
n e ig h b o u rs .  S i g n if ic a n t ly ,  In d ia  
h a s  in  th is  p e r io d  m a in ta in e d  th e  
b e s t o f  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  U S , th e  
U K  a n d  E u ro p e  a n d  w ith  a s t r a ­
te g ic  f in e s s e  c h e c k e d  th e  d r if t  o f  
th e  w o rld  to w a rd s  a n o th e r  C o ld  
W ar  b e tw e e n  U S  o n  o n e  h a n d  
a n d  th e  R u ss ia -C 'h in a  c o m b in e , 
o n  th e  o th e r.

T h e  s e c o n d  p o in t  a b o u t In d ia 's  
fo re ig n  p o lic y  th a t p a v e d  the  w ay 
f o r  a r e f o rm e d  m u l t i l a t e r a l i s m  
is  th a t th e  la t te r  is a n a tu ra l  b y ­
p ro d u c t o f  In d ia ’s fa v o u re d  o p tio n  
o f  g o in g  in  fo r  b i la te ra l  r e la t io n s  
w h ic h  w ere  m u tu a lly  b e n e f ic ia l  to  
b o th  s id e s  in  te rm s  o f  e c o n o m ic

a n d  s e c u r ity  in te r e s ts  T h is  po lic y  
e ff o r t le s s ly  p u rs u e d  ) y  th e  M odi 
re g im e  h a d  e n s u re d  tha t b ila te ra l  
r e la t io n s  w e re  n o t a t th e  c o s t  o f  
a n y  o th e r  c o u n try .

T h e  S in o -P a k  a x i s o n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d  fo llo w s  an  o p p o s ite  p h i lo s o ­
p h y  a s  it  is  g e a re d  to e x e c u tin g  
p la n s  'a g a in s t ' In d ia . T h e  u n h o ly  
a l l ia n c e  b e tw e e n  a M a rx ist d i c ­
ta to r s h ip  a n d  a  f u n d a m e n ta l i s t  
r e g im e  i s  d r i v e n  by  h o s t i l i t y  
to w a r d s  th i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  i s  a 
p e rp e tu a l  th r e a t  n o t o n ly  to  th e  
s e c u r i ty  o f  S o u th  A sia  b u t to  th a t 
o f  th e  e n t i r e  d e m o c ra t ic  o rd e r .

F o r u p h o ld in g  the  c ase  o f  P a k i­
s ta n  in  A fg h a n is ta n , C h in a  h a s  in  
fa c t e n te r e d  in to  a g iv e -a n d - ta k e  
a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  P a k is t a n  o n  
T a l ib a n  E m ira te  a nd  e v e n  g o n e  
a lo n g  w i th  th e  P a k - s p o n s o r e d  
fa ith -  b a se d  te r r o r is ir  th a t th r e a t ­
e n ed  g lo b a l s e c u r ity .

W e s te rn  d e m o c r a c ie s  le d  b y  
th e  U S  m u s t  r e a l i s e  t h a t  th e  
m o tiv a t io n  o f  f a ith  tha t I s la m ic  
e x t re m is t s  a n d  r a d ic a ls  b r o u g h t 
to  b e a r  o n  th e  ne w  g lo b a l te r ro r ,  
h a s  c r e a te d  a p e rp e tu a l  d a n g e r  
fo r th e  e n tir e  w o rld . T h is  th re a t 
had  to  be  c o u n te r e d  jo in t ly  b y  a ll

p e a c e - lo v in g  c o u n t r i e s  th r o u g h  
e x c h a n g e  o f  Im c l l ig c n c c  a nd  c o ­
o rd in a te d  a c t io n .

E x trem ism  in  the  na m e  o f  Islam  
can  e n fo r c e  an  " a sy m m e tr ic ' w ar 
b e c a u se  th e  m o tiv a t io n  h e re  w as 
s tro n g  en o u g h  to  p ro d u c e  's u ic id e  
b o m b e rs ' to  ta k e  d o w n  th e  o p p o ­
n e n t. In d ia  w ith  i ts  t r a n s p a r e n t  
a d v o c a c y  o f  ‘a l l  r e l ig io n s  b e in g  
g iv e n  e q u a l r e s p e c t ' p r o v id e s  a 
s ta n d in g  c o u n te r  to  th e  's u p re m a ­
c i s t ' o u tlo o k  o f  a p a r t i c u la r  fa ith
- in  th e  p ro c e s s  it is  b e s t p la c e d  
to  a c t  a s th e  a n c h o r  o f  w o rld  s e ­
c u r i ty  a g a in s t  th e  new  th re a t o f  
r a d ic a l is a t io n .

E v e n  a s  th e  a g e n d a  o f  G 2 0  
is  e x c lu s i v e ly  a b o u t  e c o n o m ic  
g r o w th  a n d  e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  
c r ip p l in g  g u l f  b e tw e e n  th e  N o rth  
a n d  S o u t h ,  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  
p la g u in g  th e  w o rld  h a v e  a ls o  to  
be a d d re s se d  d u r in g  In d ia 's  P re s i­
d e n c y  o f  th e  e v e n t.

It is  a  m a tte r  o f  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c ­
tio n  tha t G 2 0  o u tre a c h  is  d e s ig n e d  
to  fu lf i l  th e  ta s k  o f  s h a p in g  b o th  
th e  g lo b a l  e c o n o m y  a s  w e l l a s  
w o rld  s e c u r i ty .  T o  go  a b o u t it  in 
a m is s io n  m o d e  c a r r i e s  th e  s ta m p  
o f  th e  M o d i g o v e r n m e n t  - th e

la t te r  in  f a c t  w as  l iv in g  up to  the  
‘s a b ja n  s u k h a y c  s a b j a n  h i ta y c ’ 
p h ilo s o p h y .

F in a lly , 'm u lt i la te ra l is m ' is  not 
‘a l ig n m e n t ' - i t  is  in  f a c t i  n e g a ­
t io n  o f  th e  la t te r .  A n  a lig n m e n t 
is  a lw a y s  'a g a i n s t ' s o m e b o d y  o r 
s o m e  c o u n try . R e fo rm e d  m u l t i ­
la te ra lism  d o e s  n o t c re a te  c o n flic t 
a n d  In d ia  g o e s  f o r  it  w i.h  th a t 
m in d s e t.

In d ia  is  a n  a c t iv e  p a r tic ip a n t in  
Q u a d  b e c a u se  th is  fo ru m  s ta n d s  
fo r 'm a in t e n a n c e  o f  r u le s  b a se d  
o r d e r  in  th e  In d o -P a c if ic ’ - i t  is 
n o t a g a in s t  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  c o u n try  
b u t a g a in s t  u n w a r r a n te d  a g g re s ­
s iv e n e s s  w h e re v e r  it c am c  from . 
It n e e d s  to  be  m e n tio n e d  tha t In ­
d ia 's  b i la te ra l  r e la t io n s  w ith  the  
U S . J a p a n  a n d  A u s tr a l ia  a re  on 
an  u p sw in g  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  th e  
g e o p o l i t ic a l  o b je c t iv e  o f  Q uad .

I f  I n d ia  a ls o  s e e s  in  it a p r e ­
e m p tiv e  a rr a n g e m e n t to  c o u n te r  
a n y  h o s t i le  e n c ro a c h m e n t in  the  
I n d ia n  O c e a n ,  th e r e  is  n o th in g  
w ro n g  w ith  it . S in c e  C h in a  s e e k s  
to  'w in  a w a r  w i th o u t  f ig h t in g  
a b a t t le ' th ro u g h  th e  s tr a te g y  o f  
s a la m i s l i c in g ,  In d ia  h a s  e v e r y  
r ig h t  to  e x p o s e  a n d  p u t  d o w n  
th a t h id d e n  a g e n d a  o f  th e  a d v e r ­
s a ry  a n d  d o  w h a te v e r  it ta k es to  
c o u n te r  it .

I n d ia  is  w o rk in g  fo r  th e  r e tu rn  
o f  s a n ity  in in te rn a tio n a l r e la tio n s  
a n d  is  s e t to  im p r o v e  u p o n  th e  
tr a d i t io n a l  th in k in g  o f  so m e h o w  
p re se rv in g  n a tio n a l in te re s ts  ev en  
w hen  tha t m ean t no t c a r in g  fo r  the  
g lo b a l c o m m o n s . In d ia  h a s  a n  o p ­
p o r tu n ity  o f  p la y in g  th is  p ro found  
ro le  a t th e  w o rld  s ta g e  a nd  it is  a 
m a tte r  o f  p r id e  th a t P r im ; M in ­
is t e r  M o d i h ad  th e  p o lit ic a l w ill  
to  r a l ly  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  o p in io n  
in f a v o u r  o f  m a in ta in in g  g lo b a l 
p e a c e  so  th a t  th e  c a u s e  o f  e c o ­
n o m ic  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  the  w o rld  
a s  a w h o le , c o u ld  be se rv e d .

In a w ay  th e  s lo g a n  o f 'S a b k a  
S a a th  S a b k a  V ik a s ' a t hom e  is  in  
c o m p le te  s y n c  w ith  th e  G 20  c a ll 
o f  'V a su d h a iv a  K u tu m b a k am '. I f  
it  c an  e s ta b l is h  th e  f e a s ib  lity  o f  
r e c o n c i l ia t io n  b e tw e e n  n a t io n a l  
g ro w th  a n d  h u m an  a d v a n c e m e n t 
a c r o s s  th e  g lo b e . G 2 0  w o u ld  be 
a c h ie v in g  an  u n p re c e d e n te d  m is ­
s io n  w h e re  th e  w o rld  w o u ld  tru ly  
b e  o n e -  e lim in a t in g  th e  m enace  o f  
c o n f l i c t  a n d  d iv is io n s  fo tc c d  in  
th e  n a m e  o f  r e l i g io n ,  r eg io n  a nd  
ra c e . T h is  w o u ld  b e  h a p p en in g  fo r 
th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  th e  p o s t-  C o ld  
W ar e ra .  T h in k 2 0  is  p ro v id in g  the

m u c h  n e e d e d  id e a t io n  to  th e  G 2 0  
e v e n ts  to  e n a b le  th e  la t te r  to  fu lf il  
th is  m is s io n .

B i l a t e r a l i s m  e n l a r g i n g  in to  
m u l t i la te r a l i s m  w i th o u t  c a u s in g  
h a rm  to  a n y  n a t io n a l  e n t i t y  is  
p e r h a p s  a p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  
w h o se  t im e  h a d  c o m e  - it sh o w s  
th e  d e te r m in a t io n  a t th e  n a t io n a l  
l e v e l ,  t o  d o  w h a t  w a s  r i g h t .  
W h ile  e v e r y  n a t io n  h a s  to  h a v e  
m il i ta ry  s tr e n g th  to  s a fe g u a r d  i ts  
s o v e re ig n ty ,  s e e k in g  p r o s p e r i ty  
a n d  g a in s  th r o u g h  a rm s  e x p o r t  
a n d  e c o n o m ic  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  a 
r iv a l  h a s  i t s  l im ita t io n s  - th o se  
h a v in g  s u c h  a m in d s e t  s h o u ld  
r e a l is e  th a t.

S o m e  c o u n t r i e s  w il l  a lw a y s  
be  r i c h e r  th a n  o th e r s  b u t  th e y  
a l l  m u s t w o rk  f o r  a s u s ta in a b le  
h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e  in  o r d e r  to  
m in im is e  c o n f l i c t  a n d  v io le n c e  
th a t d e t r a c t e d  f ro m  th e  id e a  o f  
m a k in g  th e  w o rld  a b e t te r  p la c e  
fo r  e v e ry b o d y .

T h e  g o o d  n e w s  is  th a t th e  a p ­
p ro ac h  o f  In d ia  s te e r s  c le a r  o f  id e ­
o lo g ic a l  c o n t ra d ic t io n s  th a t h ad  
m a rre d  in te r n a t io n a l  a n d  n a tio n a l 
p o l i t ic s  so  f a r  a n d  sh o w s  a  new  
l ig h t  to  th e  w o rld  on  th e  s tr e n g th  
o f  i t s  c iv i l i s a t i o n a l  m o o r in g s .

D e m o c ra c y  u l t im a te ly  is  ru le  
fo r  th e  p e o p le  a n d  w h e th e r  it  is 
th e  re g io n a l s e t t in g  th a t p ro d u ce d  
tlie  U k ra in e -  R u ss ia  a rm e d  c o n ­
f l ic t  o r  a n  a l l ia n c e  l ik e  S in o -P a k  
a x is  th a t  w a s  d r iv e n  by  m a lic e  
a g a in s t In d ia , th e  v is io n  s e t  b y  th e  
th o u g h t o f  u n iv e rs a l g o o d  a nd  h u ­
m an  d ig n ity  w o u ld  w in  th e  b a ttle  
fo r  th e  p e o p le .

In d ia  h a s  s e t th is  h ig h e r  m is ­
s io n  a n d  th e re  is  e v e ry  h o p e  th a t 
a t th e  e n d  o f  In d ia 's  <020 P r e s i ­
d e n c y  it  w ill  m a k e  a d if f e r e n c e  
to  th e  w o rld . T h e  w o rld  c a n  do  
w ith  in je c t in g  so m e  'p h i lo s o p h y ' 
o f  l i f e  in  'r e a lp o l i t ik ' .

T o  su m  u p . In d ia  h a s  c o m e  o f  
a g e  a s  a m a jo r  p o w e r  in f lu e n c ­
in g  g e o p o l i t ic a l  tr e n d s . I t  is  an  
a d v o c a te  o f  w o rld  p e a c e  b u t a lso  
a b e l ie v e r  in  a f irm  r e b u tt a l  o f  
th e  a t te m p ts  o f  a few  to  d is tu rb  it 
fo r  th e ir  o w n  v e s te d  in te r e s t s  o r  
h e g e m o n is t t r a i t s .  I t  lo o k s  u p o n  
m u lt i la te r a l is m  a s  a c o n s tr u c t iv e  
p a th w a y  to  e c o n o m ic  w e l l-  b e in g  
th a t w o u ld  k e ep  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  
c o m m u n ity  f ro m  a rm e d  c o m b a t 
a n d  d e s tr u c t io n .

( T h e  w r i te r  is  a  f o r m e r  D ir e c ­
to r  o f  I n te l l ig e n c e  B u re a u , h e w s  
e x p r e s s e d  a re  p e r s o n a l)

‘Star - Gazing’
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‘Birthday Forecast'
Venus tore sextle Jupter on your tolar return chart and it ail give excellent 
restfti Your trr* wtubo filled win wonderful and unforgettable mcmentt 
You wll pay atwnfcon t* your woe*. Howie renovaten or makeover may be on 
your Rind. Take an appropriate decision. You will get engaged for a particular 
job and win take the w<r» towards success. You wll perform Mil in your job' 
business. There wil benewopeneigs. At tme* you wM get ful results of you 
hard wort You wll havt wonderful bondng wifi your life partner. Auspicious 
functons will keep Ufeng place. You wll be equipped wn al the amende*. 
You wUl make plans to buy a new houseVehcle. Your mind wil be happy. You 
wil afrso meet new frierds Those m potties and meOa ml do well 

•This week for you'
Aries : (March 21 • April 20) There wil be flurry of activities eiis vwek.

Your wll respect and dignity will increase. You will also be a lot 
more confident You wil perform your task with ease Even your 
coleagues wil seek your aid and advice in dong so. There wil

x—\ bestatlityinyourcare«randbuslness.Youreffc*t*ata«)ulrtng
money wil be *ucce**lulTMs going »bea*uc»**ech*ving 
week.your government related activities wll gal her momentum. 
You doe* wtl get tie* red. You wilal *o git victory in lega.'matter* 
You wll also explore additional sources ol income. There wil 
be peace and harmony In tarrviy rebtonshp You wll discharge 
yourdxnestc responsibilities very Ml. You may roce.vc some 
monetary rewards and gifts as well

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21) You wil be at fie peak of your career this 
week. Those who were watng for a long time to push net' 
careen wil also get lot of support New jobbusiness offers wil 
come to you. You wil never be sort of funds. You wil alone bear 

f  no bn.nt of your office problems and house h0idp.'0bl(»T»s Y0u 
wil ne/tt lac* tolerance. Patience and abtfty to coup pressure 
undw nost trying circumstance* win be your plus point You 

*1 *» wiHpetemi your tasks well. There wtl be no arguments in your 
house, rour Went mi gel reflected in tronl o» everyone. You wil 
also fin scm* «W.̂ Kc»nrng tasks The people wll be Imprwsed 
with y*ur personalty It is a good tme for people related win 
meda.wiitn  ̂fashion, students and professionals 

Gemini: (May 22 ■ Juno 21)Tlwe wU be peace and happiness In your 
He. Ycu wm make ail round progress. Your popularity wil be 
onthense. Your bosses and coreagues will support you a tot. 
financial gains are indicated Posit/ve developments wil tike 

m l  place on the work front. You wil come up to the expectations of 
jjf or* and al. You wil also not expect any help from any of your 

relatves who on the contrary wil expect a lot from you. It wil be 
pfeasant experiences that ffl your i/e. You wil enjoy wonderful 
tme aid company of your partner Love mates win understand 
each oher well and win enjoy tfcssful moments. Memories of the 
past wtl bnng smile on your face. The decisions oi court cases 
that ars pending wil be in your tavor.

Cancor : (Juno 22- July 22) The (me will be spent on a happy note. You 
wi!iha«cmonetaryg*ns Your business willaisowinessgrowth. 
You wi be determined to cany oul the tasks. After a lol of ups 
and doms you w*l be able to manage the work. You Ml be very 
passionate and wil remain commtted to your partner. You wil 
obtanhapphess and pleasure. You wil have happy days. You 
win wvk very hard and ml get excellent results You will have a 
pteasantdsposibon and willbe patent. If somelhoughtsoccur to 
you it iril bedfficat to lake it out 8ut It win tom out to be a good 
leamtfg experience. You wil make progress in your respective 
fields. Marriage of a family members wil get fixed.

Loo: (July 23 - August 23)The»ewflbesh$h|i'iclinallonlo«»rdssplrluallty.
You wil have so me newinterests and nuke yours elf presentable 
You wil be getting exctfient results in your businesVwork. Your 
persorai ide wii get the cool bree» of love and romance. The 
small worries regarding home wil dspel. Your angry nature «ril 
beharnfulforyou.Keepacontrolovert Youwlipayattentionio
yourh«i*hDon'tmakeinvestmentswithô tthrifc>>>Every*«ng

*  nat jftters is not gold is the sayinglhatshodd be kept in mrnd
whiotuyng thing* Spend wisely and oriy as much as your pockct 
allows Money wil be spent on repairscf the house. After a lot of 
struggle you wll faaty succeed in getting a loan.

Virgo : (August 24 • September 22)Your hard Mrk and efforts wil 
finally pay off. Whatever task you will start, you wil rest only

_ «ftar ixnpMlny it The town v«*y Uvvuttv. Yuu wUlwtn Uw
( 1 /  trust <f the people around you. You will also come m contact 
f t -  with a distingu«hed person. You wli receive money for your 
' I P *  / efforts Your never say attitude w« wwi you let of tdnms

Your boss ml be pleased win your efforts Y«ur partner wil be 
your biggest source of strength The respect you expect tom 
others wll be given by them You will hare the best say in your 
house or work related tasks. Relations will be cordal between 
husband* and wve*. You wuyre top priority >oyour house and 
family. You will work veiy hard in all fields wheher it is financial, 
social or pollical

Libra : (September 23 - Octobor 23) A positive rews wUt tftyour 
morel* and confidence. You wil be ro trie wig lost ground 
Condtions wll improve. You wil succeed in jetting back your 
lost prestige You ml look for goodness In everyone. You Mil 
make more and more friends who will help you a lot You wifl 
gel a promotion you also deseed off. Your pret»9» among your 
family and friends ml increase. You wil decxaio your house 
and bring lot of changes. You wil buy some eapensive items tor 
house too You mb reman csmnttod to yctr padnenspouse 
Sources of income wil increase.

Scorpio : (Octobor 24 - November 22) You wil te able to achieve 
victory In your pursuit*. Financial contMlon will be strong You 
wil feel relaxed and al peace These are goodday*. At this tme 

u u  you will enter into a partnership with someone to grow your 
business and tNf wil give you good ga-ns ard your work area 
wil also expand. In job you wtM be transternd to the place of 

M  your choice In context to ncome and profession you will begin
afresh with a bang You win focus on your work, identify your 
weakness and will try to improve upco them. There may be some 
worries on domntic front but you will managt.

Sagittarius: (Novomber 23 - Doc ember 21 )Agoodnew*you receive 
al of a sudden about your children's progress will make your 
days. You wil feel lifted and on cloud nine, tou will also keep 
work in a hard You will bo headed on the path of progress. Your 
constructive skits ml remain on the fore wtwh you wil use tor 
creatiMty Som discussionwlth youth and peoXeyoungatheait 
wil yield super results at the workplace You wl find sol uten to 
your old problems. You will be charged win sdf confidence and 
courage Businesvjobofterswtllccmetoyou YcurbusinesstMU 
give good profits. You wil be restless 10 show your talent at the 
workplace, in order to prove your superiority You will be bent 
on pulling new projects Into practce.

Capricorn :(Docomber 22 - January 20)You w*l earn a lot of money 
You wilatsoreceive something from inheritano. You wili<hpress 
one and an and wit attract people towards you ■self. You wUalso 
take care of your health.You may opt to go to gym and also do some 
exercrte. You wil ai*o excel m your Mrtt You wll be dtvoted 
People connectcdtorescarchfirtdwll get new kssî nments. You 

J J H f  need to remain a'ert *i fmanoal dealings . You x*d to be careful 
M  '/ in doing on tne transaction. You will also more forward in life.

You will win In d«>aMs. You wtobe careful In famiy matter* and 
wil value your relations. The time wil be normal You wll be self 
c«tc*ed. You Milt feel confident and itt of enirgy There will be 
happiness and peace in family Ife.

Aquarius: (January 21 • February 18)Youwlicontnuetoaddpeople 
to your network. Your work potential will a ho increase. Your 
efforts wii be tacked w.n the blessings of wur bosses You 
wil perform Mil You will continue to increase your knowledge

• and skit* You w>l be busy In your everybocy acttvlles Che
some tme to the family bom your busy scheoufes. The tension 
about the results of the examination wll overecme. You wH get 

”  bac* your blocked money. Auspicious evert win tike place.
The economic s«Je wil remain strong. The Brno ■* favorable 
for posit ire results in fund-related activities. Your work plans 
wil besuccessfU

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)YouwtitgctsomeatsploousneM.lt 
wil ̂ ve you kt of mentil peace. You win be busy in work related 
to chidren. There are chances of your chlldrer getting engaged 
There is alsonepossitxtiy of buying tandandproperty. You will 

, spend on the sources of ccmfort You w fleam money The work 
that you h ave en visaged wtll get done cn time. Those connected 
tobus*ie**wt«getbenefit*.Moneythatwa*bl»cSied*omewhere 
wil get recovered. There wil be peace at home. You will explore 
new bu»ln*t« ivenuet You wll nee bo M* *> p»y HH”* "  to 
your hean because of other things. The entretime wil be spent 
In resolving presents. You wll make also come In contact with 
lot of irtfluential persons.

Why are restaurants including 
a plant-based menu portion?

By Sandccp  Singh

R e c e n t ly .  In d ia  h a s  w itn e s s e d  e x p o n e n t ia l  
g ro w th  in  th e  s p h e re  o f  p la n t- b a s e d  m e a t 
a l te r n a t iv e s  lik e  S o y . W h e a t, P ea  p r o te in , 

M u sh ro o m . L e n t i l ,  a n d  J a c k f ru i t .  w h ic h  a re  u se d  to  
m a k e  c h ic k e n , s a u s a g e s , b u rg e r s ,  k e b a b s , b iry a n is .  
v e g e ta r ia n  p u lle d  p o rk , a nd  v e g e ta r ia n  s te a k s . T h e  
in c re a s in g  p re se n c e  o f  su c h  a l te r n a t iv e s  a nd  th e ir  
m a rk e t fo r  it  h as  in  tu rn  le d  to  a  su b s ta n t ia l  r is e  in 
th e ir  a v a i la b i l i ty  on  re s ta u r a n t  m e n u s . O w in g  to  
fa c to r s  lik e  c a rb o n  f o o tp r in t ,  s u s ta in a b le  a g r ic u l ­
tu re .  a n im a l w e l fa re ,  h e a lth  c o n c e rn s , e n v iro n m e n ­
ta l im p a c ts ,  a n d  o th e r  e th ic a l a n d  re lig io u s  r e a so n s , 
th e re  h a s  b e e n  a p a ra d ig m  s h i f t  to w a rd s  
v e g an  p ro d u c ts .

G ro w th  o f  P l a n t - B a s e d  M e a t 
M a r k e t  in  In d ia  

W h ile  In d ia 's  p la n t- b a s e d  m e a t m a r ­
ke t m ig h t  s t i l l  ju s t  b e  in  i t s  n a s c e n t  
s ta g e s  a s  c o m p a re d  to  th e  g lo b a l r is e  o f  
v e g an  p ro d u c ts ,  th e  n a tio n  s t i l l  h o ld s  a 
ve ry  r e p u ta b le  p o s i t io n . A c c o rd in g  to  a 
s tu d y . In d ia ’s  v e g a n  m a rk e t in S e p te m ­
b e r  2 0 2 2  w a s  e s t im a te d  to  be  a ro u n d  
R s 3 0 0  c ro r e .  H o w e v e r ,  by 2 0 2 6 . th e  
c o u n try 's  p o te n t ia l  h a s  b e e n  p re d ic te d  
to  b e  a ro u n d  Rs 3 ,5 0 0  c ro r e . w h ic h  is  a 
g ro w th  o f  8-1 Ox.

A n o th e r  s tu d y  s u g g e s ts  th a t  I n d ia ,  
w h ic h  w il l  b e  im p a c te d  by th e  t r e m e n ­
d o u s  e c o n o m ic  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  v e g a n ­
ism , w ill  g ro w  to  S 5 0 0  m il l io n  b y  th e  
end  o f  2 0 2 4 . It is  a ls o  a n t ic ip a te d ' th a t 
p la n t - b a s e d  d a i ry  s a le s  w il l  a l s o  i n ­
c re a se  to  $ 6 3 .9  m il lio n  by 2 0 2 4 . th e re b y  
sh o w c a s in g  a  C A G R  o f  2 0 .7  p e r  c e n t  fo r  2 0 2 2 -2 4  
p e rio d .

T h e  I n c r e a s in g  P o p u l a r i t y  o f  P la n t* B a s e d  
M e a t P r o d u c ts  on  R e s t a u r a n t  M e n u s  

G o in g  o u t  to  r e s t a u r a n ts  to  e n jo y  th e  c u is in e  o f  
y o u r  c h o ic e  is  an  e x p e r ie n c e  q u ite  u n lik e  a ny  o th e r, 
r e g a rd le s s  o f  w h e th e r  y o u 'r e  o r d e r in g  s ta r te r s  o r  
f in ish in g  y o u r  m eal w ith  red  m e a t. p o rk , o r  ro as ted  
d u c k . H o w ev e r, m o d e rn  l im e s  h a v e  c re a te d  a  g ro w ­
in g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  a n d  h e a l th  
im p a c ts  o f  m e a t c o n s u m p tio n , a n d  in n o v a tio n  in 
p la n t- b a s e d  m e a t a l te r n a t iv e s .

A s it  has  b e en  fo u n d  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  th e  a d o p ­
tio n  o f  p la n t- b a s e d  d ie ts  a n d  l i f e s ty le  c h a n g e s  c an  
d ir e c t ly  c o n tr ib u te  to w a rd s  a  r e d u c e d  r isk  o f  h e a r t 
d is e a s e , d ia b e te s ,  a n d  c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f  c an c e r . M uch 
du e  to  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n t ib io t i c s  on  a n im a ls  fo r 
m e a t p r o d u c tio n  a n d  e v e r - in c r e a s in g  c h o le s te r o l-  
re la te d  h e a l th  p r o b le m s , p e o p le  in  In d ia  a re  now  
e y in g  in n o v a tio n s  in  th e  fo o d  in d u s t ry  fo r  v e gan  
fo o d s . Im p o r ta n tly ,  r e s ta u r a n ts  a re  a ls o  ta k in g  n o te  
o f  i t ,  a nd  h e re b y  c h o o s in g  to  in c lu d e  m an y  such  
p la n t- b a s e d  m e a t o p t io n s  o n  th e  m en u .

R e s ta u ra n ts  a re  b e e f in g  up  p la n t- b a s e d  m e a t o p ­
tio n s  o n  th e  m e n u s  o w in g  to  the  in c re a s e d  d e m a n d  
fro m  g u e s ts . W ith  so y  a n d  w h e a t-b a s e d  m o c k  m e at 
a b ig  h it a m o n g s t th e  u rb a n  p o p u la t io n . T h e  r is e  o f  
su c h  d ish e s  o n  m e n u s  has a ls o  b e en  d r iv e n  b y  th e  
g ro w in g  a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  h ig h - q u a l i ty  p la n t- b a s e d  
in g re d ie n ts  a n d  p ro d u c ts ,  a s  w e ll a s  th e  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t o f  in n o v a tiv e  c o o k in g  te c h n iq u e s  a nd  f la v o u r  
p r o f i le s  !hat m a k e  p la n t- b a s e d  d is h e s  m o re  a p p e a l ­
in g  to  a  w id e r  a u d ie n c e .

R e s ta u ra n ts  to o  a re  d o in g  th e i r  o w n  b it in  te rm s  
o f  c h o o s in g  to  in c lu d e  p rc m iu m -q u a lity  food  in g r e ­
d ie n ts  lik e  so y , pe a  p r o te in ,  a nd  o th e rs  th a t c lo s e ly  
m im ic  the  ta s te  a n d  te x tu r e  o f  m e a t fo r  a n  o v e ra ll

e n h a n c e d  e a t in g  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e  u se  o f  s ta te -o f -  
t h e -a r t  te c h n o lo g ic a l  p ra c t ic e s  su c h  a s  'e x t r u s io n ' 
c a n  h e lp  in  c o m p le te ly  r e p l i c a t in g  th e  te x tu r e  o f  
g ro u n d  m eat to  p la n t- b a s e d  m e a t p ro d u c ts .

A n o th e r  in n o v a tiv e  w ay  in  w h ic h  r e s t a u r a n ts  a rc  
p u t t in g  ou t p la n t- b a s e d  m e a t p ro d u c ts  o n  m e n u s  is  
b y  d e v is in g  ne w  d ish e s  th a t fe a tu re  k ey  v e g a n  in ­
g re d ie n ts .  A n e x a m p le  o f  th a t c o u ld  be re s ta u r a n ts  
te a m in g  up  w ith  v a r io u s  p la n t-b a s e d  m e a t c o m p a ­
n ie s  to  c re a te  e x c lu s iv e  d is h e s  lik e  b u rg e r s  u s in g  
a c e r ta in  b ra n d  o f  m o c k  m e a t.

T o  c o n c lu d e , r e s t a u r a n ts  a re  f in d in g  n e w e r  a n d  
m o re  c re a tiv e  w ay s to  u se  p la n t-b a se d  m eat o n  th e ir  
m e n u s  to c a te r  to  th e  g ro w in g  d e m a n d  fo r  v e g e ta r ­
ia n  a n d  vegan  o p tio n s . B y  o f fe rin g  p la n t-b a se d  m e at 
d is h e s .  r :s ta u ra n ts  c a n  a t t r a c t  new  c u s to m e rs ,  c a te r  
to  e x is t in g  o n e s ,  a n d  a p p e a l to  th o se  w ho  a re  lo o k ­
in g  to  red u c e  th e ir  m e a t c o n su m p tio n .

F u r th e rm o re , o f fe r in g  p la n t- b a s e d  m e n u  ite m s  
c a n  h e lp  to  d i f f e r e n ti a te  a  r e s t a u r a n t  f ro m  its  c o m ­
p e tito r ':  anrl e r r a t c  a m o re  u n iq u e  rlin in jj rx p « ri« n n *
( lA N S H Ji)

(T h e  a u th o r  is  th e  C o - fo u n d e r  o f  B lu e  T r ib e  
F o o d s )
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“True happiness involves the fu ll  use 
o f  one's power and talents. ”
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Maturing of GST
T H E  G o o d s  a n d  S c r v ic c s  T a x  ( G S T )  g r a p h  is  

a l s o  a  b a r o m e te r  f o r  th e  n a t i o n 's  o v e r a l l  e c o ­

n o m ic  w e l l -b e in g .  I t 's  a  r e f le c t io n  o f  t h e  s ta te  

o f  t h e  m a rk e t  a n d  th e  p u r c h a s in g  p o w e r  o f  t h e  

p e o p le .  W h e n  p e o p le  h a v e  le s s  m o n e y ,  m a r k e ts  

s h r in k .  In  a re a s  w h e r e  t h e r e 's  h u g e  m o n e y  f lo w , 

m a r k e ts  s e e  h y p e r-a c t iv i ty .  T h e  g o o d  n e w s  a t  th e  

s ta r t  o f  th e  n e w  f is c a l  is  th a t  t h e  to ta l  g r o s s  G S T  

c o l l e c t i o n  fo r  t h e  la s t  f is c a l  w a s  o v e r  R s  18  la k h  

c r o r e :  m e a n in g  a n  im p r e s s iv e  2 2  p e r  c e n t  y e a r -  

o n - y c a r  g ro w th . T h is  c o u ld  a l s o ,  o r  a l te r n a t iv e ly ,  

m e a n  th e  e v i l  o f  ta x  e v a s io n  h a s  r e d u c e d .

T l ie  n e w  ta x  r e g im e  c a m e  in to  b e in g  in  J u ly , 

2 0 1 7 ,  th r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  f ir s t M o d i  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  t o o k  c h a r g e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  d r a g  b e c a u s e  t h e  

O p p o s i t i o n  th a t h a d  th e  u p p e r  h a n d  in  th e  R a jy a  

S a b h a  -  m a i r ly  t h e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  th e  L e f t  a s  a l s o  

T M C  -  p u t  u p  a  s t i f f  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  a t te m p te d  

t o  s c u t t le  it  s e s s io n  a f t e r  s e s s io n  w i th o u t  c i t in g  

a n y  s p e c ia l  r e a s o n . S t o n e w a l l in g  w a s  th e  n a m e  

o f  th e  g a m e  a n d  in  a n  i r r e s p o n s i b le  m a n n e r .  T h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  th e n  a d o p te d  th e  u n u s u a l  r o u te  o f  

t u r n in g  th e  le g is la t io n  in to  a  f in a n c e  b i l l  a n d  g o t  

it  th r o u g h  p a r l i a m e n t .  F in a n c e  b i l l s  n e e d  n o t  g e t  

t h e  n o d  o f  th e  u p p e r  h o u s e .  T h e  te e th i n g  p r o b ­

le m s  w e r e  o n ly  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  a s  th e  ta s k  w a s  

g a r g a n tu a n ;  to  e f f e c t  u n i f o r m i ty  in  t h e  ta x a t io n  

s t r u c tu r e  in  m a rk e ts  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n t r y ,  w h ic h  

t i l l  th e n  r e m a in e d  in  a  c h a o t ic  a n d  ta x - c v a s io n  

w a s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y . T h e  ‘o n e  n a t io n ,  o n e  

ta x .  o n e  m a r k e t ' s l o g a n  w a s  a m b i t io u s ly  c o n ­

c e iv e d .  G S T  m e a n t  a  s in g l e  ta x  o n  th e  s u p p ly  o f  

g o o d s  a n d  s e rv i c e s  - -  a l l  th e  w a y  f ro m  m a n u f a c ­

tu r e r  d o w n  tc  t h e  c o n s u m e r .  I t a l s o  e n d e d  d o u b le  

ta x a t i o n  b y  s ta te  a n d  th e  C e n t r e .  T h e  o f f e r  w a s  

t h a t  th i s  w o u ld  h e lp  th e  c o n s u m e r  p a y  le s s  ta x  

w h i l e  i t  w o u ld  i n c r e a s e  th e  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  

g o o d s  a n d  b o o s t  e x p o r ts .  B y  th e  2 0 2 1 - 2 2  f is c a l ,  

t h e  e f f e c ts  w e r e  m a jo r ly  e v id e n t .  T h e  g o o d s  a n d  

s e r v i c e s  s h ip m e n ts  t o u c h e d  a n  a l l - t im e  h ig h  o f  

$ 6 7 6  b i l l io n ;  a n d  it  c r o s s e d  th e  $ 7 5 0  b i l l i o n  

m a r k  la s t  m o n th . I n d i a 's  t r a d e  p o l ic y  a im s  a t  a  

$ 2 t r i l l i o n  e x p o r ts  b y  2 0 3 0 .

W ith  h u g e  c o l l e c t i o n s  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  c la im s  

a r e  th a t  th e  n e w  ta x  r e g im e  h a s  m a tu r e d .  I t s t i l l  

r e q u i r e s  a  lo t o f  f in e - tu n in g ;  a n d  ta x - c v a s io n s  

h a v e  b e e n  c h e c k e d  u p  t o  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  le v e l .  

P e r f e c t io n  is  a  lo n g  p r o c e s s ;  a n d  p a t i e n c e  p a y s . 

I t  m u s t  b e  a d m i t te d  th a t  t h o u g h  th e  O p p o s i t i o n  

h a d  t r ie d  i t s  b e s t  to  a v o id  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  G S T  

le g is la t io n ,  i t w a s  th e  U P A g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  to o k  

th e  b a b y  s te p s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  th e  n e w  m a r k e t  t a x a ­

t i o n  s y s te m . T h e  v is i o n  o f  D r  M a n m o h a n  S in g h  

f o r m e d  th e  b e d ro c k  o f  th i s  ta x  r e f o rm .

NEP Curriculum for the UG 
Issues and Challenges

NEHU is bracing to in­
troduce the new NEP 2020 
Curriculum  in the UG col­
leges. The U G C has come 
out with national curriculum 
guidelines only at the end 
o f  2022 . P rem ie r c en tra l 
universities in the country 
are still deliberating on the 
guidelines and no one has 
implemented il so far. NEP 
C om m ittee, constituted by 
N EHU . has recently com e 
out with a draft, which was 
discussed in an emergent AC 
meeting. The draft has some 
interesting proposals. It sug­
gests the introduction o f  three 
streams o f  degree -  I. Three 
Year M ultidisciplinary UG 
program. 2. Three-Year UG 
D egree with single Major, 
and  3. F our-Y ear D egree 
with /  without Research. The 
draft talks about introducing 
multidisciplinary, skill /  vo­
cational. ability cnhanccmcnt 
papers as pan  o f  the Degree 
cunriculum. N umber o f  core 
papers one has to study for 
Degree with Major increased 
to 15. and to  20 in case o f  a 
Four-Year degree. Presence 
o fa  minimum o f  two teachers 
with Ph.D. degree is  speci­
fied a s necessary for starting 
a Four-Year Degree course. 
Hie Exit and the Entry op ­
tions are also specified. The 
draft talks about compulsory 
internship fo ra  specified pe­
riod for all students. Based on 
the feedback, the university 
is planning to come out with 
an ordinance and start the 
c ourse  from  the  academ ic 
year 2023-24.

N o doubt, the draft cur- 
r iculum ofN EH U  has certain 
positive points. Earlier, when 
NEHU dispensed with Pass 
Course and H onors degree 
c om pu lso ry  in all degree  
colleges, the decision created 
problem s for many subur­
ban and city-based colleges 
w hich have  lim ited  in fra­
structure and  resources. It 
compelled all UG colleges to 
offer 1 lonors Degrees over­
looking their capacities and 
iiileicsl*. Iiiliuducliun o f  the
Three-Year Multi-disciplin­
ary D egree will help to set 
right the earlier decision for 
a uniform PG degree. Multi- 
D isciplinary degree will be 
good for those who w ish to 
have a degree at hand and 
try for competitive exams for 
jobs. Further, a lthough the 
degree that NEHU offered 
was called H onors degree, 
there w ere eight core papers 
in each discipline, much less 
than w hat the students sludv

By II. Srikanth
in most UG colleges outside 
the northeast. No effort was 
m ade for over one decade to 
revise the syllabus. The new 
UG degree with one major 
compels the UG colleges to 
introduce more papers and 
a lso gives the opportunity to 
revise and upJate the exist­
ing papers. Contrary to the 
earlier assumption, the draft 
curriculum prescribes the eli­
gibility critcrii and prevents 
the colleges which don’t have 
eligibility from introducing 
the FYUP. The plans to intro­
duce multidisciplinary, sk ill 
vocational, and ab ility  en­
hancement co jrscs also help 
the students, provided they 
are taught professionally.

While admitting that some 
proposals arc beneficial to the 
students in the long run, one 
should not be oblivious to 
the problems and challenges 
involved in introducing the 
cunriculum without adequate 
preparations. It was informed 
that some college principals 
w ere consulted while prepar­
ing the draft. It is, however, 
not known whether the prin­
c ip a ls  rep resen t the  w ide 
range o f  colleges that exist in 
the state. Whether the princi­
pals arc aware o f  the implica­
tions o f  introducing the new 
cunriculum is not clear. The 
college management should 
realize that it is not possible 
to ran the new UG curriculum 
w ith the existing number o f  
teachers. The existing four or 
five teachers may be alright 
fo r  handling  a th ree  year 
M ulti-d iscip linary  D egree 
program, but lhat number is 
inadequate to teach a  Three- 
Year D egree program with 
one major, o r Four-Year De­
gree Program with Research. 
In the existing Honors degree 
p rog ram , only e ig h t c o re  
papers arc to be taught. But 
for the proposed Three-Year 
Degree with a Vlajor program 
under NEP 2020, the number 
o f  core papers Increased to 13 
papers. Apart from the core 
papers, teachers will have to 
teach even minor papers. As 
the teaching load doubles, 
the UG colleges opting for 
T h ree -Y ea r  UG prog ram  
cannot do justice to the pro­
gram unless they double the 
num ber o f  teachers in  each 
department. For those seek­
ing FYUP, there should be 
a t least tw o teachers w ith 
Ph.D. qualifications to guide 
the students' projects. I f  the

s ta te  governm ent and  the 
college management arc seri­
ous about implementing the 
N EP 2020 Curriculum they 
should acknowledge the need 
for increasing the number o f  
teachers in the UG colleges. 
In the interest o f  the students 
and teachers. NEHU should 
not permit the UG colleges 
w hich arc reluctant to  in ­
crease the number o f  teach­
e rs to start the Three-Year 
M ajor Degree progrant and 
Four-Year Research degree 
program.

As m entioned, the draft 
curriculum  talks about o f­
fering different papers other 
than the core and m inor pa­
pers. It is not yet clear which 
colleges would offer what pa­
pers under multidisciplinary 
ability enhancing, vocational, 
skill development categories. 
O ne dues not know  a s  yet 
w ho w ill p repare  the  sy l­
labus: who will be asked to 
teach iIk  papers, and whether 
those to whom the responsi­
bility is entrusted really have 
any qualifications and experi­
ence. Also, one should have 
clarity about the internship. 
It is necessary to identify and 
seek cooperation beforehand 
in the institutions, industries, 
or organizations for offering 
internship. There should be 
clarity at university, college 
and government levels who 
w ould take w hat responsi­
bilities.

The cu rricu lum  m akes 
little  sense  i f  it is not ac- 
companicd by good syllabi. 
The existing UG syllabi arc 
around 15 years old. There 
is a need for updating the 
e x is tin g  sy llab i and  a lso  
com ing out with appropri­
a te syllabi for new  courses 
that need to  be introduced. 
T he UG syllab i a rc  to  be 
framed in such a manner they 
have horizontal linkage with 
other UG departments in the 
co lleges, and vertical link 
w ith post-graduate degrees. 
O ne should have a holistic 
a p p ro a ch  to  the  sy llab u s 
making. Syllabus making is 
a serious business involving 
UG and teachers, and subject 
experts from outside. It in­
volves identifying the topics, 
study material and relevant 
teaching methods. Syllabus 
making should not be done in 
a haphazard and piccc-mcal 
m anner. I f  the  un ivers ity  
insists on implementing the 
N EP cunriculum from this

year, most likely the depart­
m ents end up packaging tlie 
o ld syllabus in the new cur­
riculum framework, a s they 
did earlier. Serving old wine 
in new bottles, 1 suppose, is 
not thepurposeofintroducing 
the new curriculum.

F u rthe r, i t  is  no t c lea r  
w hether those pitch ing  for 
immediate implementation o f  
the new UG curriculum have 
any idea about the changes 
tha t one  should  in troduce  
in different ordinances and 
regulations o f  the university. 
It is not enough to bring an 
o rd in an c e  on the  c u rr ic u ­
lum structure. NEHU has to 
a m end ex istin g  un ivers ity  
ordinances and regulations re­
garding the affiliation, exam 
pattern, num ber o f  teachers 
and other requirements. The 
UG colleges, depending on 
the ir in frastructure, human 
and other resources, should 
apply w hi'lhpr ihcy go in for 
a m u ltid isc ip linary  degree 
p rogram , fo r D egree  with 
M ajor program , o r  for De­
gree w ith Research Program. 
Any hurried decisions by the 
U niversity  o r  UG colleges 
w ill have adverse effects on 
the students.

Everyone acknow ledges 
the need for educational re­
forms in the state. We need 
to introduce reform, not for 
appeasing any authorities, or 
for satisfying one’s ego. Re­
ceiving more funds o r seeking 
a better ranking should also 
not become the argument for 
changing the curriculum. The 
primary motivation for intro­
ducing the new  curriculum  
should be to provide a  better 
education  for the students
o f  Meghalaya. Although the 
new curriculum  is reason­
ably good, there are quite a 
few loose ends which need 
to be tagged before one goes 
for execution. How -so-cvcr 
good the curriculum is. it is 
bound to falter if  one ignores 
the ground situation and does 
not address the problems. It 
it; not enough to talk to select 
c o lleg e  p r in c ip a ls . T here  
should be a series o f  m eet­
ings and consultations with 
a ll stakeholders, including 
the teachers’ association and 
the student bodies, to make 
them  understand the im pli­
cations o f  the changes and 
find so lu tions to  p lug  the 
loopholes. It is necessary to 
take preemptive measures to 
ensure that implementing the 
new curriculum is smooth and 
beneficial to the students.

A journey into 
the wilderness

Editor,
Not too long ago. we had 

m any s tra n g e  c h a rac te rs  
donning different symbols; 
affiliated with their respec­
tive political parties, making 
promises after promises, o f  
lead ing  us to  the m odern 
day  prom ised kind. Being 
the gullible and naive citi­
zens that we are who crave 
for milk and honey. wc gave 
these strange characters the 
highest scats at the tabic • a 
tabic with the most scrump­
tious meats ami fine wines 
for them to feast upon. Has 
the feast ended1? Oh no. it has 
only just begun. Sec this feast 
will last for five years. Have 
wc reached the promise land 
that they promised? Again it 
is imperative to mention that 
it is too soon to tell, since 
it’s only been a month since 
these strange creatures got 
to catch their breath and to 
start cutting their meat and 
make no mistake it's a whole 
animal they've been served, 
so  it looks like w e're  not 
getting there anytime soon. 
Fine, but have they at least 
started the journey to take us 
to the promised land? We’d 
like to hope so, but in the 
mean tim e they’ve sim ply 
entered the well-lit banquet 
hall connected with modern 
day  inverters and shut the 
door on our faces, whilst we 
a rc  left outside in the cold 
and in the dark gnashing our 
teeth, grunting xnd waiting 
for these strung: characters 
turned lords to  open their 
windows for some reflection 
o f  ligh t to  come ou r w ay

while we fight for whatever 
leftovers they to ss  through 
the window.

A rc  wc satisfied'? I, for 
o ne . am  not. Wc rue the 
day wc gave these lords the 
seat at the table, and this ar­
rogant display o f  charactcr 
has on ly  ju s t begun. They 
prom ised us that promised 
land in the form o f  a smart 
city, but the endless cycle o f  
power cuts, clogged drainage 
systems from a few hours o f  
rainfall leading to floods re­
sembling nasty ponds, daily 
horrendous traffic conges­
tions seem s to me like we 
have taken a detour through 
the w ilderness in  spite of, 
as reported, that rupees 280 
crore out o f  rupees 349 crore 
sanctioned has been spent 
on the so-called smart city 
project. T heir assurance to 
solve every problem w c face 
is laughable, when they can­
not solve a simple problem 
o f  pow er shortage. Is it too 
much to ask o r expect? May 
wc remind the lords that we 
arc living in the 21st century 
and that our lives, be  it from 
simple cooking to working to 
cant a living, relics on a not 
so complicated thing called 
dcctricity. Wc havecomplicd 
with the load shedding tim ­
ings given to us via the news 
but m ust wc a lso  com ply  
w ith the irresponsible and 
untimely pow er cuts through 
the day? Should we not eat, 
work, bathe, or simply enjoy 
ourselves with some enter­
tainment via clcctronic ma­
chines just because the lords 
can't scent to figure out a way 
to end this vicious cyclc o f  
power cuts? Do we also have 
to remind the lords that wc

pay ou r dcctric ity  bills on 
a monthly basis without any 
exception?

The blatant corruption in 
the pow er sector is not sur­
prising to  anyone, but why 
sh o u ld  th e  com m on  m an 
suffer from the pure greed o f  
some crooked individuals? 
How long arc wc to stay in 
the wilderness? Why wasn’t 
there  any  pow er shortage  
before the election? Well, the 
answer is simple. "I am the 
light.” said the government 
which was hell bent on get­
ting re-elected, and to quote 
one o f  the lords. "Wc fool 
people every five years and 
the people fall for it every 
five years." This is ju st the 
beg inn ing  o f  ano ther five 
years in the wilderness. All 
those promises made during 
the ir desperate cam paigns, 
consider it gone into thin air. 
They w ould've promised us 
the heavens i f  they could but 
it's too far-fetched even for 
these lo rds so  they settled 
for things on earth and wc 
fell for it.

There’s  a quote that goes, 
"Wc know  they arc  lying, 
they know  they arc lying, 
they know that wc know they 
are lying, wc know that they 
know that we know they are 
lying and still they continue 
to  lie .” T he w ilde rness  is 
what we get w hen we clcct 
incompetent, ignoramus nin­
compoops instead o f  policy 
makers and problem solvers. 
It is our hope that the Opposi­
tion will be tough enough to 
bring out receipts to the table 
and call out this corruption 
m asquerad ing  as an inno­
cent setback in governance, 
and get to the bottom o f  this

whole charade.
Yours etc..

Nikita Sawian 
Shillong-1

LDA written 
examination of 
District Court 

Nongpoh
Editor,
Through your esteem ed 

daily. I w ant tu draw attention 
to  the recently held written 
exam ination  conducted by 
the District Court o f  Nong­
poh a t Ri Bhoi Col lege. I was 
a candidate who appeared 
in tha t exam  and  w ant to 
show my appreciation for the 
well organised and properly 
managed method o f  exams. 
Everything wjs well planned 
and  successfully executed. 
Kudos.

In the  beginning, some 
o f  my friends informed me 
that they got call letters in 
th e ir  respective add resses 
but I w as worried as I did 
not get any. However, after 
I checked the District Judge 
C ourt’s w ebsite 1 saw  that 
one duplicate call letter with 
eligible candidates is already 
there. Instructions arc very 
clear for candidates like me 
who d id  not get the call letter 
by post to ta lc  print out o f  
the call letter and sim ply put 
my passport photograph and 
show the ID proof at the time 
o f  examination

Regularly I find that that 
the website is uploaded with 
some information or the other 
for the bcncfii o f  candidates 
l ik e  the sy llabus, c u t o f f  
marks for written exams, the 
instructions about exams and

in fact surprisingly, and this 
d eserves spccia l m ention, 
e ven the seating pattern in 
the college , floor num bers 
and  room numbers arc put 
up in advance before the ex­
ams. This is remarkable and 
deserves applause.

When I reached the col­
lege. I saw  a rrow s po in t­
ing towards directions were 
pasted  w ith specific  room 
numbers floor wise and roll 
number wise. The roll num­
bers and names o f  candidates 
were also pasted on the table
for easy idrnf ifirol ion Pvrn
the inv ig ilators w ere well 
trained and guided us prop­
erly.

T he instructions on the 
question papers were simple 
and very clear. But the best 
p a rt abou t the exam s w as 
w hen  one  in v ig i la to r  a n ­
nounced  tha t a n sw ers  for 
m u ltip le  choicc  questions 
will be uploaded on the web­
site  after the exam s. When 
the exams were over and after 
1.30pm 1 chcckcd the website 
and found the answer keys 
w ere already  up loaded so 
that candidates could chcck 
i f  their answers were correct 
o r wrong.

Hope al I examinations arc 
conductcd in such a profes­
sional manner. It’s a jo b  well 
done.

Yours ctc..
Name withheld on

Infusing 
the spirit of 
nationalism

liditor.
Very often the term "Icid 

ia la ka Ri" or love for the

Motherland has been misun­
derstood and misconstrued by 
the young populacc as love 
for their immediate “Ri Kha- 
s i"  or the land o f  the Khasi 
people as understood before 
the British arrived in these 
hills. While this should not 
be taken in a negative sense, 
there  is need to  transccnd 
this lim ited idea into love 
for the country -India. For 
example w e hear our military 
personnel say ’Bharat Mata 
ki Ja i' which translates into, 
"Long Live M other India,"
Likewise w e also hear o f  the
slogan " Im Slcm Ri Khasi" 
which envisages the unity o f  
a community. However the 
best part would be if  this fever 
o f  Khasi N ationalism could 
also be transformed into love 
for the country as envisaged 
in the Preamble to the Con­
stitution o f  India. In fact this 
Preamble to the Constitution 
should be read in every edu­
cational institution to infuse 
a sense o f  belongingness: o f  
unity in diversity and above 
all to  make every citizen in 
"Ri Khasi-Jaintia" feel pan  
and parcel o f  this great nation 
w hich our freedom fighters 
c o llec tive ly  fought against 
the British Empire in these 
h ills. T he Pream ble says " 
Wc the People o f  India," a 
very strong assertive  word 
o f  unity.

Yours ctc...
Dominic Stadlin 

Wankhar, 
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite

details will be published.

Trump w on’t be defeated in 2024 
polls through indictments alone

Democrats need 
to offer strong 

alternatives to win
B y Ben Beckett

O n T h u rsd ay . D onald  
Trump was indicted in M an­
hattan. T h; chargcs related 
to the funding o f  a nondis­
closure agreement he signed 
w ith  the  adu lt pe rfo rm er 
Storm y D aniels regarding 
an extramarital affair he had 
with her.

It would be great i f  the 
chargcs derailed Trump, but 
as the Nation argued com  inc- 
ingly. that k very unlikely. In 
short. Trump lias many ways 
to delay the proceedings and 
a fair number o f  strong legal 
defenses; 4k* prosecution is 
p robably  reaching further 
than it can grasp on several 
legal questions, and even if  
frum p is found guilty and his

certainly drain his time and 
resources from cam paign­
ing. and it may affect his 
popularity with the country’s 
ever-diminishing number o f  
swing voters. On the other 
hand, w e’re ta lking about 
a m an w ho  b e a t H illary 
Clinton even after a tape o f  
him essentially admitting to 
sexual assault w as released 
shortly before the election. 
Chaos, nonsensical dcfiancc. 
and a hint o f  criminality are 
so baked in to Trump’s pub­
lic image that it is unclear 
w h e th e r  h is  p ro sec u tio n  
w ill change m any  m inds 
cither way.

T ru m p ’s  p ro se c u tio n , 
especially on the three out-

guilt is uptcld over multiple 
appeals, the most likely pun­
ishment is a fine.

During ill o f  this. he will 
continue t> cam paign, and 
to  the extent that some o f  
his popularity draws on his 
whining about the establish­
ment being out to get him, 
the  ind ic tm cnt m ay even 
boost his esteem in the eyes 
o f  his supporters. Beyond 
the Manhattan case. Trump 
also faccs three much more 
serious investigations: one in 
Georgia regarding his alleged 
efforts to cajole state officials 
into overtim ing Joe Bidcn’s 
victory and two interrelated 
investigations conductcd by 
the US Justice D epartment

standing cases, is important 
for the continued existence 
o f  some form o f  democracy 
in the United S tates. T he 
three latter cases ask a fun­
damental question: Can the 
president simply decide he 
doesn’t w ant to leave office, 
regardless o f  the outcome o f  
h is reclection?

But they are also not a 
shortcu t fo r keep ing  him 
out o f  power, and they w on’t 
a lter the political situation 
tha t g av e  r ise  to  h im  in 
the first place: the g rind­
ing sta lem ate  betw een an 
agg re ssiv e , ha tefu l right 
backed by an e ffec tive ly  
infinite pool o f  resources, 
and a tepid liberalism that

Little is known it bout whether Trump will be 
charged <n any of those three cases, what he might 
be charged with, or when any potential indictments 

will be announced. If any further indictments do 
come, the legal proceedings will undoubtedly 

move slowly. Not only is Trump's defense strategy 
sure to be aggressive and obfuscatory, but judges 

and prosecutors involved in the unprecedented 
prosecution of both a former president and a major 

presidential candidate will move extremely 
cautiously.

reg a rd in g  h is  a lleg e d  a t­
tempts to illegally remain in 
officc after losing the 2020 
election and his conduct on 
January 6 ,2 0 2 1.

L itt le  is know n  abo u t 
w h e th e r  T rum p w ill  be  
charged in any o f  those three 
c ase s , w hat he  m igh t be 
chargcd with, o r  when any 
potential irdictmcnts will be 
announced I f  any further in­
dictments do come, the legal 
proceedings w ill undoubt­
edly move slowly. Not only 
is Trum p's defense strategy- 
sure  to  be aggressive  and 
obfuscatory, but judges and 
prosecutor* involved in the 
unprecedcr ted prosecution o f 
both a former president and a 
major presidential candidate 
w ill move ex trem ely  cau ­
tiously.

In short, it is  un like ly  
Trump will be convicted o f  
any th in g  before the  2024 
election — except, mavbe. 
minor and confusing crimes 
re su l tin g  from  h is  hush- 
m oney paym ents in  New 
York. Even in that case , it 
seems unlikely that i f  he is 
convicted, frum p will have 
exhausted all o f  his appeals 
by next November.

Trump’s prosecution will

often fails to acknowledge, 
let alone attem pt to solve, 
many vo te rs’ d im inishing 
quality o f  life.

In other w ords, the coun­
try  looks much the same 
now as it did w hen Trump 
took hold o f  the GOP. With 
inflation and the termination 
o f  social payments like the 
expanded ch ild  tax credit 
and  ex p an d e d  M cd ica id  
coverage under Bidcn. and 
small but real Republican 
advances am ong voters o f  
colour, the situation is prob­
ably somewhat less favour­
able for Democrats than it 
was in 2020. Even if  Trump 
fumbles, someone else will 
pick up the ball and run w ith 
it. Ron DeSantis is licking 
h is chops a s w e speak.

I've said it before, but it 
bears repeating. Even though 
Trump deserves to be pros­
ecuted. Trumpism will only 
be fully dcfeatcdby a political 
program that provides both 
an a lternative explanation 
for voters’ immiscration and 
hope that collective change 
for the better is still possible. 
So go ahead and throw the 
book at him. But g ive  us 
something to vote for, too. 
(1PA Set vice)
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“Illusion is the f irs t o f  a ll pleasures. ”
—  V o l t a i r e

T he S h illo n g  T im es
sini.t.oNG. n  >:m >av. v rw i.j .ion

Will MDA.2 redeem 
the Power Corporation?

T H E  p u b lic  o f  M e g h a la y a  w h o  p a y  th e ir  p o w e r  b ills  

re g u la r ly  d o  n e t d e s e r v e  th e  p o w e r  c u ts .  T h e  lo a d  

sh e d d in g  in  M e g h a la y a  to d a y  is  r e m in isc e n t o f  th o se  

d a rk  d a y s  w h en  M a n ip u r  u se d  to  h a v e  fre q u e n t p o w ­

e r  s h u t-d o w n s  and  p e o p le  re lie d  h e a v ily  o n  in v e rte rs  

im p o rte d  f ro m  C h in a  v ia  M y a n m ar . T en  y e a r s  a g o . 

M a n ip u r  b ro u g h t in  d ra s t ic  p o w e r  r e fo rm s  w h e re  

p re -p a id  m e te rs  w e re  f itte d  to  h o u se s  a n d  a f te r  th a t 

th e  r e v e n u e  g e n e ra tio n  w a s  m e n d e d . P o w e r  le a k a g e  

w a s  th e  m a in  cau se  fo r  th e  p o w e r  s e c to r  in  M a n ip u r  

to  g o  in to  th e  red . T h e  p o w e r  r e fo rm s  w e re  n e e d e d  

a n d  w e re  p u sh e d  th ro u g h  a n d  n o w  p o w e r  c u ts  in 

M a n ip u r  a re  a  th in g  o f  th e  past.

In M e g h a la y a , th e  in d u s tria l se c to r , m a in ly  th e  

p o w e r  g u z z l in g  c e m e n t c o m p a n ie s  a n d  th e  iro n  a n d  

s te e l u n i ts  h a v e  h u g e  o u ts ta n d in g  p o w e r  b ill s  w h ic h  

th e y  a re  y e t to  pay. T h e  M e g h a la y a  G o v e rn m e n t  is 

p u s s y - fo o tin g  Mid n o t r e c o v e r in g  th e se  o u ts ta n d in g  

d u e s  fo r rea so n s  b e s t k n o w n  to  it. W h e n  sm a r t m e te rs  

w e re  s u p p o se d  :o  b e  f itte d  to  p re v e n t p o w e r  le ak a g e  

w h a t h a p p e n e d  in s tea d  w a s  a  s c a m . F irs t. C h in e se  

m a d e  sm a r t m e ic rs  w e re  f itte d  e v e n  w h e n  th e  U n io n  

P o w e r  M in is try  h a d  g iv e n  c le a r  in s t ru c tio n s  to  s te e r  

c le a r  o f  th e m . S e c o n d , th e  C o m p a n y  f ittin g  th o se  

m e te r s  w a s  p a ic  in  e x c e s s  o f  th e  r a te s  d u e  a s  p o in te d  

o u t b y  th e  C & A G  in  its  p re lim in a ry  rep o r t.

S u rp r is in g ly , d u r in g  th e  e n t ir e  e le c tio n  c a m p a ig n  

p e r io d  th e re  w ere  n o  p o w e r  c u ts .  B u t b a re ly  a  w e e k  
a f te r  th e  re su l ts  w e re  d e c la re d  th e  p o w e r  c u ts  h a v e  

d is ru p te d  liv e s  y e t a g a in . T h e  la te s t C & A G  re p o r t 

p o in ts  to  c a p ita l e ro s io n  o f  s ta te  ru n  p u b lic  s e c to r  

e n te rp r ise s . T o p p in g  th a t lis t is  th e  M e g h a la y a  P o w e r  

D is tr ib u tio n  C o m p a n y  L td  (M e P D C L )  w h ic h  is th e  

p ro b le m  v e rtica l o f  th e  M c E C L  a s  it  is  in  tr a n s m is ­

s io n  a n d  d is tr ib u t io n  th a t th e  le a k a g e  h a p p e n s . T h e  

la te s t f in a l ised  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  M e P D C L  2020 -21  

sh o w s  a  to ta l pa id  u p  c a p ita l  o f  R s  8 5 8 -3 9  c ro res . 

T h e  ne t lo s s  su ffe red  b y  th e  M e P D C L  th u s  f a r  is  Rs 

4 2 5 .2 8  c ro rc . T h e  a c c u m u la te d  lo ss  o f  th is  s in g le  

v e rtic a l is  R s  2 8 3 8 .3 4  a n d  its  n e t w o rth  a s  o f  to d a y  is 

a  n e g a tiv e  b a lan c e  o f  R s 197 9 .9 5  c ro rc . T h e  a m o u n t 

p u m p e d  in  b y  the  S ta te  G o v e rn m e n t in  sh o r t its 

e q u ity  -  is  R s 8 5 9 .2 7 . O v e r  a n d  a b o v e  th is  e q u ity  th e  

S ta te  G o v e rn m e n t h a s  a lso  in fu se d  m o re  c a p ita l by  
w a y  o f  lo a n s  to th e  tu n c  o f  R s  174 .45  c ro re . A s  o f  
to d a y , e v e n  i f  Lie S ta te  w e re  to  d e c id e  to  p r iv a t is e  

it s  p o w e r  c o rp o ra t io n , w ith  a  n e g a tiv e  b a la n c e  o f  

n e a r ly  R s  2 0 0 0  c ro r c  th e re  w o u ld  b e  fe w  ta k e rs . 

B u t n e i th e r  d o c s  th e  S ta te  h a v e  a n y  r e ju v e n a t io n  

p la n s . T h e  P o w e r  C o rp o ra tio n  is  h e a v ily  r e lia n t on  

th e  n a tio n a l g rid s  fo r  p o w e r  a n d  is d e fr a y in g  th e m  

fro m  th e  d u e s  c o lle c te d  fro m  its  c o n su m e rs .  W h e n  

it c o m e s  to  s ta f f  s a la r ie s  a n d  e s ta b l ish m e n t c o s ts  th e  

P o w e r  C o rp o ra tio n  r e l i e s  h e a v ily  o n  g o v e rn m e n t  

b a il-o u ts .  H o w  lo n g  c a n  th is  c a n y  o n ?

Tourism a harbinger 
for controversy

The book "Controversies 
in Tourism ." (published by 
C A B I, U K) s ta r ts  w ith a
co m p e llin g  pa rag rap h  on 
‘how tourism is responsible 
for controversies far beyond 
the negatives that are usually 
talked about'. W hile provid­
ing a globalised perspective 
on controversies , it m akes 
one w onder i f  tourism is in 
fact a boon o r  bane. Even 
in well- established tourism 
destinations such as the Euro­
pean Union and USA w hich 
possess adequate checks and 
b alances on sustainability , 
econom ic im pacts, etc for 
ensuring equitable distribu­
tion o f  benefits to stakehold­
ers. there are still problems 
galore. T his brings into focus 
controversies in M eghalaya 
tourism which is o f  a macro 
sca le . S om e o f  them  a rc  
related to  factors within the 
scope o f  tou rism  (en d o g ­
enous) while others arc  ex­
ternal factors that influence 
upon tourism  developm ent 
(exogenous). T his colum n 
highlights three o f  the many 
controversies.

C om m unity-based  
T ourism  (CBT)

CBT is basically a model 
where the tourism resources 
are ow ned and managed by 
the community. In most o f  
the destinations o f  M egha­
laya which claim  to be CBT. 
die tourism resources arc nei­
ther ow ned nor managed by 
the community. They belong 
to a few parties w ho hold all 
the bargaining power. Again. 
C B T  is basica lly  a model 
w here the tourism activities 
are op e ra ted  by  the  co m ­
munity and the returns from 
such activities a re  equitably 
shared am ongst the house­
holds o f  the community. In 
most o f  the destinations, the 
activities are run by a handful 
o f  parties w ho do not share 
a dime towards community 
development. I fa  destination 
is no t ch ris tened  as CBT. 
then it is fine i f  parties func­
tion on the principle o f  every 
man for himself. If  you like, 
function like a capitalist and 
gobb le  up a ll the  w ea lth . 
T he p roblem  a ris e s  w hen 
a community says that it is 
practicing CB T but in reality 
it is functioning contrary to 
the principles o f  CBT.

In o r d e r  to  b re a k  the  
shackles o f  con tro l by the 
knowledgeable/m ighty few, 
it is  im portant that aw are­
ness and training is  given to 
the com m unity on the very 
foundations and p rem ises

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

o f  CBT. It is  im portant to 
e d u ca te  the  s ta k eh o ld e rs  
that CBT is ro t a  business 
developm ent m odel, rather 
a com m unity  developm ent 
m odel. In M eghalaya this 
realisation is b rgcly  absent. 
T h is  is the reason w hy in 
C B T  destina iions there  is 
no development o f  the com ­
munity but on y o f  a handful 
o f  panics. When poverty is 
added to  the equation, young 
boys and girls can be found 
being actively engaged in the 
nam e o f  CBT even during 
school hours. Fora  small re­
turn o f  Rs. 100 per day their 
entire future and well-being 
is sacrificed. The cost-benefit 
analysis does not add up. Is

holdings from sellers (mainly 
p o o r farm ers, e tc)  for the 
purpose o f  developm ent into 
lavish properties o r  further 
selling to  investors. Gurgaon 
and National Capital Region 
o f  India a ie good examples 
o f  land banks for real estate 
development.

Land banks in Meghalaya 
tourism should be properly 
studied. It is true  that one 
o f  the challenges to tourism 
developm ent in M eghalaya 
is private ow nership o f  land. 
P riv a te  pa rtic si'c lan  ow n 
land. Now. tourism needs a 
sizeable chunk o f  land for 
developm ent. It cannot be 
done in sm all plots. T here 
have  be en  case s  w here  a

this the sort o f  tourism devel­
opm ent w e  seek in our com ­
munities? This controversy is 
endogenous ir: nature.

L and  Banks 
The M eghalaya Tourism 

Policy. 2023 is a w clcomc 
step  in the  right d irec tion  
and more focussed than the 
2 0 1 1 v e rsio n . W h ile  the  
policy is still skewed towards 
business developm ent with 
little direction on how tour­
ism  w ould lead to  holistic  
development, it has touchcd 
upon critical areas such  as 
training o f  the stakeholders 
and  se rv ice  quality. T hat 
be ing  sa id , an in teresting  
addition in th rpn liry  is ’land 
ba n k ’. A fter careful study 
it is found tlut it is  a catch 
22 situation. Land bank is 
basically a western concept 
made popular ai the mid-20th 
cen tury  in USA w hen d e ­
industrialization resulted in 
large areas with abandoned 
land/properties. G radually  
it started picking up in agri­
culture too. Contemporarily, 
land banks are synonymous 
w ith real estate sector where 
big dev elo p e r arc engaged 
in the  aggregation o f  land

v illage  has n o t been  ab le  
to  p rom o te  tou rism  as all 
the land owners were not in 
agreement. For example, the 
developm ent o f  a tourism  
spot requires passage through 
a stretch o f  land belonging to 
person X. If X does not sub­
scribe to the idea, the tourism 
spo t becom es inaccessib le  
and  hence  the idea  fails. 
The entire village becomes 
the loser. In such situations, 
the land bank concept is ad­
vantageous. If  plots o f  land 
a rc  bough t/m ain ta ined  by 
som e authority (say Tourism 
D eve lopm en t R egu la to ry  
A uthority ), then it can  be
issnrrl in hulk if* investors/
s ta k e h o ld e r s  fo r tou rism  
development.

O n the flip side, land bank 
in  tourism  is  fraught w ith  
concerns. W ith po liticians 
and businesspersons already 
acqu iring  huge chunks o f  
land in ntral areas, will the 
c o n c e p t o f  la n d  bank  in 
tourism benefit only a few'"? 
These parties can conglom ­
era te  am ongst them selves, 
start tourism  activities and 
thereby cat up all the ben­
efits. The rural folks in the

vicin ity  w ill be ou t o f  the 
tourism equation. Now. here 
lies the question. Is land bank 
tru ly  m eant fo r e q u itab le  
developm ent o f  tourism  or 
has it been included in the 
policy ju st to benefit a few 
pa rties?  W hen w e look at 
land banks in term s o f  M e­
ghalaya. it has the potential 
to  contribute tow ards even 
m ore  la n d les sn ess  o f  the 
majority. O r is the govern­
ment going to w alk the talk 
o f  community involvement, 
PPP. etc a s outlined in the 
policy? T his controversy is 
exogenous in nature.

C om m odification
In its real sense, tourism 

is  no t a com m odity . It is 
not something that one can 
ju st buy and consum e. For 
exam ple, the entry fee to a 
spot is o nly Rs. 30. but what 
can  be derived  ou t o f  that 
is much more. This is why 
it is said that tourism is an 
experience - a learning which 
le ad s to  fu lfilm e n t. T h is  
basic premise is  starting to 
disappear from  M eghalaya 
tourism. Everything now' is 
abo u t m oney. T he hum an 
aspcet such as relationships, 
connec tion , c ro ss-cu ltu ra l 
learnings, environm ent, sus­
tainability. etc have almost 
died  dow n. T his is  one  o f  
the reaso n s w hy  m ost o f  
the spo ts  a re  poorly m an­
aged. being dirtied and d e ­
graded with no thought for 
best practices such as waste 
disposal/m anagem ent, etc. 
Forget about responsible and 
sustainable tourism, this con­
cept has not even entered the 
tourism practitioners a t large. 
In th is process o f  money and 
commodification, authentic­
ity is lost. In other words, the 
very heart o f  tourism is lost. 
For example, in tourist spots 
w here they offer the  wearing 
o f  Khasi a ttire, it is found 
that som etim es it is w orn the 
wrong way. In one instance, 
it w as found that a m ale was 
wearing female attire. There 
has to  be limits to such com ­
modification. Both the tourist 
and the host arc to be blamed. 
T h is  c o n tro v e rsy  is  bo th  
endogenous and exogenous 
in nature.

In the  end , how ever, it 
is not a ll gloom and doom. 
T ourism  has a lot o f  good 
things to offer i f  it is managed 
properly. But, do we know 
how and arc we willing? This 
in i ts e lf  is  a con troversy!

(The writer leaches at 
S'EUU: E m ail - benjamin@ 
nehu.ac.in)

India’s G 20 
Presidency

Editor,
The O p-ed tha appeared 

in your paper on  Reformed 
M u lt i la te r a l is m  b y  D C  
Pathak (ST Sunday. April 2. 
2023).discussed I id ia 'scu r­
rent Presidency o f G 20.

I would like to draw  a t­
tention to the G 20 Finance 
M inisters Meeting a t Benga­
luru , February 2- 25 and 
the G 20 Foreign M inisters 
M e e tin g  at New D elh i. 
M arch 1-2. Multilateralism 
a s the foundation fur a global 
peace and prosperity formed 
part o f  the C hair'sSum m ary 
& O utcom e D ocum ents o f  
both the meetings. So there 
is nothing new in the Op-ed 
by Pathak w ho als:> dw elt on 
bilateralism by India a s  part 
o f  reformed multilateralism. 
T he fact is India is already 
engaged in the litest 'i sm ' 
now' called minilateralism, 
like  the I2U2 ( India . Is­
rael. U S and UAE). for good 
reasons, though  it sounds 
confusing to lessc ' cerebrals 
day by day.

What is however conspic­
uous o r even more important 
is what w as not said in the 
document at the meetings o f  
the Finance M inisters and 
Foreign M inisters. W hat can 
thcG  20 Presidcney o f  India 
do to end the Ukraine War - 
which has generated untold 
hardships and uncertainties 
the w orld over, especially 
the Global South for which 
India is  today the leading 
p ro tagonist.

It is fine about propagat­
ing India's ancient sublime 
ideal o f  Vasudhai*a Kutum- 
bakam  o r Prim e M inister

Modi calling for O ne Earth, 
O ne Family. O ne Future. But
- is there one India today? 
O ne o f  the G 20 Forums is 
the G 20 Religious Forum 
which calls for healing, har­
m ony and  hope. Paradoxi­
cally. India today is afflicted 
with m ajoritarianism . fun­
dam entalism  and  religious 
ha tred . B esides, several 
international organizations 
have dow ngraded  India's 
democracy as Electoral de­
mocracy and pointed to  the 
d e c lin in g  press  freedom  
in India. T his is w hy India 
cannot act with the courage 
o f  moral conviction to assert 
itself as the G 20 President 
and propose how- to end the 
U kraine W ar because  the 
G 20 m em bers cou ld  see 
through the internal foibles 
o f  In d ia .

Yours etc..
Rudi Watjri.

Via email

English a 
Universal 
Language

Editor,
20th M arch 2023, the first 

day o f  the budget session o f  
the newly e lected Assembly 
marked the discontentment 
o f  the VPP MLAs over the 
G overnor's A ddress in H in­
di. VPP President Ardent M 
B asaiaw m oii w as right to 
stage a w alkout in protest 
against the G overnor speak­
ing in Hindi. I believe that 
an insignificant percentage 
o f  m em bers in  the H ouse 
c an  u n d e rs tan d  H ind i. A 
person w ho can speak o r un­
derstand Shillong Hindi will 
not understand pure Sanskrit

H indi which the G overnor 
was speaking.

1 understand that Basa- 
iaw m oit a s a responsib le  
M LA. attending the A ssem­
bly Session wishes to  listen 
to and understand every word
o f  the G ovem or's add ress so 
that he can take part in the 
discussions after the speech 
which is very important. One 
would expect that construc­
tive  and fruitful debates take 
place in the H ouse so that 
meaningful decisions can be 
made for the betterment o f  
the state and the people. I lad 
the G overnor's address been 
in English which everyone 
could understand, the H ouse 
w ould have been lively and 
positive results would have 
emerged.

Learning Hindi is a great 
op po rtun ity . E ng lish  is  a 
universal language: it com ­
m ands u se fu lness  in L it­
erature, Science, Engineer­
ing e tc. H ow ever, it is not 
L anguage  tha t b u ild s  the  
Nation; it is understanding 
that builds the Nation.

Yours etc., 
Nam phrang Hynnicvvta, 

Via email

Pakistan court 
throws out 

sedition law
Editor,
India is th e  largest d e ­

m ocracy in the  w orld but as 
far a s sec 124 A o f  the law 
is  concerned it is being kept 
in abeyance. Interestingly, in 
Pakistan sec I24A had been 
annulled by a single judge 
o f  the Lahore High Court. 
It is to be noted here that the 
sam e judge Shahid Kareem

had de livered  ju d g e m en t 
against Parvez. M usharraf. 
The order o f  h e  court came 
following a set o f  petitions 
filed by citizens challenging 
the sedition law on  grounds 
that the government used it 
against its own citizens. It 
w as argued in the petition 
that the sedition law was en­
acted in I860 which makes 
it a colon ial law. It added 
that diis law  w as used  for 
slaves under which a case  
can be  registered on anyone's 
request.

It w as stak'd in the  peti­
tion that the Constitution o f  
Pakistan gives every c itizen 
the right to freedom o f  ex­
p ression  bu t still. Section 
124-A - Sedition - is imposed 
for making speeches against 
the rulers. According to the 
petitioners. Section 124-A 
o f  sedition is being used for 
political purposes and should 
be struck down.

S ed ition  is d e fin e d  a s  
"w hoever by words, cither 
spo k e n  o r  w ritten , o r  by 
s ig n s , o r  by v is ib le  re p ­
resen ta tion , o r  o therw ise, 
brings o r attem pts to  bring 
in to  h a tre d  o r  c o n tem p t, 
o r  e x c ite s  o r a ttem p ts  to 
excite disaffection towards, 
the F edera l o r P rov incia l 
Government established by 
law shall be punished with 
im prisonm en t fo r life  to  
which fines may be added, 
o r w ith im prisonment which 
m ay extend to three years, 
to which fine may be added, 
or with fine, “ he expression 
disaffection includes disloy­
alty  and enmity.

C om m en ts  e x p re ss in g  
disapproval o f the measures 
o f  the G overnm ent with a 
view to obtain their alteration 
by lawful m eins, without in­

citing o r a ttem pting to  incite 
hatred, con tem pt o r d isaf­
fection cannot constitute an 
offence under th is  section. 
In fact the sedition law w as 
used to hound opponents and 
c ritics  o f  the governm ent 
during the British Raj when 
it found its oppressive appa­
ratus insufficient to contain 
the rising tide o f  resistance. 
Sadly th is continued  after 
Partition, and  w as used by 
successive governm ents as 
a means o f  control.

Its most recent use w as 
to register FIRs against PTI 
leade rs  Shahbaz  Gill and 
A za m  S w a ti,  w h o  w e re  
b o o k e d  and  (hen fo r  a t ­
tem pting to inc ite  mutiny. 
T he strik ing  dow n o f  th is 
law saves both o f  them from 
being tried for the offence o f  
sedition, and prevents FIRs 
being registered against all 
those PTI social media activ­
ists who might have posted 
material against the previous 
o r  p resent C h ie f  o f  Army 
S taff  (COAS). O ne reason 
the law w as retained w as that 
it provided an easy means o f  
preventing criticism  o f  the 
military. Freedom o f  speech 
w as not allow ed to override 
it. and the previous arrange­
ment. w hereby the jud iciary 
va lida ted  any  a c tio n s  the 
military took, no m atter how 
badly they violated the C on­
stitution. kept it alive for 76 
years. Now, however, it has 
been struck down.

However, this should not 
be regarded as a culmination, 
bu t should be seen merely 
a s  a be g in n in g . T h ere  is 
the  prac tice  o f  regis tering 
m ultip le  cases under Sec­
tion 124A, so tha t the ac­
c used  (som e  opponent o f  
the regim e) either has to  get

bail in m u ltip le  cases, o r 
e lse is paraded throughout 
the country, going from one 
court to  answ er the charges. 
As sedition is now com m it­
ted on the electronic media, 
those FI Rs can be registered 
anyw here  w here som eone 
could have seen the offend­
ing material.

C onsidering  that a post 
in Timbuktoo in the depths 
o f  A frica, might be seen in 
the icy w astes o f  Tierra del 
F ucgo a t the tip  o f  South 
America, thot law is  made to 
be abused. It is bad enough if  
only colonial-cra laws were 
thus abused, bu t even post- 
Independence laws arc used 
not to  fight crim e, but to curb 
dissent. T he Anti-Terrorist 
Act is a case in point. W hile 
terrorism is rising, the ATA 
is being invoked against op­
ponents so as to  deny them 
bail. A ll law s need to  be 
exam ined,and independence 
should mean freedom from 
tools o f  oppression inherited 
from  a Raj frigh tened  o f  
another Mutiny.

Section 124-A is identi­
cal in India and  Pakistan. 
Now in Pakistan it has been 
struck dow n but in India it 
is kept in abeyance. Now 
a stage is reached w hen it 
w ill be struck dow n in India 
too since a sim ilar situation 
prevails in India.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
p earin g  o n  th is p age  a re  
the  v iew s o f  ih e  w rite rs / 
a u th o r s  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

Partnership in 
implementing the 

Sustainable Development 
Goals

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

T he budget speech  o f  
C h ie f  M in is te r . C o n ra d  
Sangm a has certa in  ove r­
a rching cimcnsions and  a 
global outlook. By allocat­
in g  a substan tia l am ount 
tow ards SDGs. it show s that 
o u r sta te  too is one o f  the 
stakeholders in  this global 
ob jec tive . B y  say ing  ou r 
state, 1 mean each and every 
c itizen is an inalienable part 
o f  the process.

For the benefit o f  all. there 
are altogether 17(scvcntccn) 
goals laic dow n by the UN 
D eclaration in 2015 under 
the c a p tb n  A genda 2030. 
A nd these arc 1. No poverty,
2. Z e ro  hunger. 3. G ood 
health & well being. 4. Q ual­
ity  e d uca tion , 5. G en d e r 
equality, i>. Clean w ater and 
sa n ita tio n . 7. A ffo rdab le  
and clean energy. 8. Decent 
work and economic growth, 
9 . Industry, innovation  & 
infrastructures. 10. Reduce 
inequality, I I . Sustainable 
c ities & com m unities. 12. 
R esponsible  consum ption  
& production, 13. C lim ate 
action. 14. Life below  water, 
15. Life on land, 16. Peace, 
justice  &  strong institutions 
and the lad one Partnerships 
for the goals. The situation 
in U kraine, and other con­
flict zones, w ill h inder the 
prospect? o f  achievem ent, 
besides, i ie  new  regim e in 
A fghan istan  th a t fo rb id s 
g irls and  w om en from  a t­
tend ing  school and  w ork ­
places. Given this picture, 
our small aate  will somehow 
contribute something to this 
global agenda.

The fundamental truth is 
that these are not only goals 
established by the UN a u ­
thority and ratified by m em ­
ber coumrics. but they arc 
symmetrical with the desires 
and expectations o f  every 
person and fam ily here on 
earth. I he state government 
is absolutely right when it re­
a lizes this essential aspect o f  
humanity But whether this 
is a well-thought ou t agenda 
o r  not w il be proved during 
and  after the  im plem enta­
tion. From the beginning o f  
this second term  as C h ief 
M inister, C onrad  Sangm a 
has shown some quality as 
a W hartoi Business School 
a lumnus, unlike in the previ­
ous term where he seemed to 
be under coercion especially 
from the coal lobby. Thus, 
in  this budget, and a s far as 
SDGs arc concerned, it re­
flects that the C h ief M inister 
this season has practically 
em barked on the  concept 
'th ink  glcbal-act local'.

Having: m entioned that 
the implementation part will 
prove the sincerity o f  the in­
tention. functionaries o f  the 
im plem enta tion program s 
include public servants, gov­
ernm ent officials and  em ­
ployees, NGOs. individuals, 
e tc., and he C h ief M inister 
a s  the leader are part o f  this 
im plem enta tion  program .
The Houm;  Iuis eitdot sed the 
budget, functionaries should 
ensure that it is rightly  a l­
located and utilized, and at 
the grass roots level all the 
s takeho lders  sh o u ld  pa r­
ticipate with enthusiasm and 
ownership alongside a  sound 
m onitorirg system  in place. 
T his is a game changer for 
the whole community.

B asically , a t the  helm  
o f  a ll these goals, lies the 
s ign ificance  o f  econom ic  
growth. Unless there is ro ­
bust growth in the economy, 
these developm ental goals 
will never be achieved. On 
the  other hand, econom ic 
g ro w th  and e m p loym en t 
depends a t  industrial growth 
which ult matcly rely on the 
scale and type o f  affordable 
in fra s tru c tu re s  a v a ila b le  
in  th e  reg ion . T h is  land  
locked stite  has trem endous 
po ten tia l in m any sectors 
no d o u b t But the general 
psyche o f the tribal people is 
preference for white col hired 
governm ent jo b s  but with 
less o f  anenterprising spirit, 
and subsequently the scope 
to tup the: o potential:; i:: very
lim ited . H ow ever, having 
said that, a new  paradigm  
has emerged. Today there arc

many young entrepreneurs 
in the state who have set up 
small cottage industries.

Apart from agriculture, 
mining. IT and Tourism sec­
tors that have found a place 
in the budget, food industry 
such as bakery, food stalls 
and others is also a  large sec­
tor that has em ployed thou­
sands o f  people young and 
old. But this sector requires 
supplementary support from 
the governm ent in term  o f  
licenses, renewal, subsidies 
and other documentation in 
order to facilitate the growth 
o f  this sector. The govern­
ment should help them  to 
do business sm oothly and 
happily.

T he curren t budget has 
outlined the necessity to cre­
ate infrastructure for the Me­
ghalaya decade. Hopefully 
these  in frastru c tu re s  w ill 
last for decades and not like 
the Assembly dome o r ISBT 
roofing. Infrastructure such 
as highways, railways, hydro 
electricity projects, etc. are 
quite a challenging task for 
the state government due to 
various land issues and other 
types o f  opposition from the 
public. But a s a  community 
we should understand the 
crucial need o f  infrastructure 
a nd  w ork  in  p a rtn e rsh ip  
with the government. Infra­
structures is considered to 
be the backbone and step­
p ing stones tow ard a  self- 
relian t econom y. Besides, 
it facilitates the  creation o f  
jobs and other business op­
portunities.

In reality, the economic 
growth o f  the sta te  is very 
poor due  non ex istence o f  
large and  m edium  indus­
tries that can generate em ­
p lo y m e n t ex ce p t m in ing  
in d u s trie s  w hich  inc lude  
cem ent factories. But th is 
industry is being dominated
and exploited by few lucky 
indiv iduals whose idea about 
environm ent and social re­
sponsib ilities is zero. A d­
ditionally. the  rampant m in­
ing  over the decades has 
destroyed the environm ent 
both land and  w ater. And 
it will take ycats to restore 
the damage done to  the en ­
vironment. The need o f  the 
hour now  is green industri­
alization coupled with social 
enterprises.

Com ing back to the bud­
get speech in relation to goal 
16 o f  the  SD G s - peace, 

ju stice  and  strong institu ­
tions. the C h ief M inister has 
also stressed on the idea o f  
creating and building more 
adm inistrative units in the 
state in o rder to bring gover­
nance c loser to the people. It 
sounds good but along with 
g o v e rnance , ju s t ic e  m ust 
com p lem en t good  gover­
nance. T herefore, jud ic ia l 
g o v e rn a n ce  a n d  ju d ic ia l 
rem e d ie s  sh o u ld  a lso  b e  
brought c loser to the public. 
For instance, for an offence 
com m itted in a distric t o r 
sub-division, a victim should 
not be penalised further by 
the length o f  tim e and d is­
tance to travel to  get relief 
and justice. It is unfortunate 
how ever to  sec the budget 
speech  s ile n t on  th is  im ­
portant goal. G overnance is 
not about m aintaining law 
and order only: addressing 
p e o p le ’s  n eeds is  a lso  a 
priority.

In c o n clu sio n , Conrad  
Sangma is  one  o f  the  few 
lucky C h ief M inisters who 
has retained pow er on the 
occasion o f  this Golden Jubi­
lee year o f  Meghalaya. Bud­
getary allocations a re  also 
driven and conncctcd to this 
jub ilee  event as it appears. 
But the  s ta te  governm ent 
seem s to  have forgotten the 
h e ro e s o f  o u r  s ta tehood . 
Forgetting the ir movement 
w hich is o u r  cause  today 
is like forgetting o u r  own 
parents after they a re  gone. 
There is n o  attem pt o r plan 
to  acknow ledge the ir con­
tributions except by Bindo 
Lanong in his book entitled 
T he G olden  M eg h alay a ' 

where the future generation 
can easily refer to and obtain 
information on.
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Short-sightedness of predecessors 
impacts Khasi-Jaintia youth today

‘ Violence is the last refuge 
o f  the incompetent.99

—  Isaac  Asimov

The Shillong Times
Vd NoclAV No.IW SIIII.I.ONG, WEDNESDAY. APKII. 5,2023

Xi’s dirty tricks
M I S C H I E F  is in te g r a l  to  C h i n e s e  f o re ig n  p o lic y . 

T h e  d r a g o n  n a t io n  a c t s  w i th  a  c o m p le t e  la c k  

o f  d ig n i t y  in  m u c h  o f  i ts  e n g a g e m e n t s  w i th  i t s  

n e ig h b o u rs .  A p a r t f ro m  th e  1 9 6 2  w a r  w i th  I n d ia ,  

t h i s  i s  e v id e n t  a l s o  in  s i t u a t i o n s  l ik e  th e  ‘s a la m i  

s l i c i n g ' o f  o t h e r s 'b o r d e r  r e g io n s ,  i n c lu d in g  I n ­

d i a ’s . B y  c o v e r t ,  c a l c u l a t e d  a n d  m in o r  a c t io n s ,  

C h i n a  u l t i m a t e ly  s e e k s  t o  m a k e  a  b ig  g a in .  T h is  

w o u ld  r e q u ir e  th a t  n a t io n s  in  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  

k e e p  a  c lo s e  w a tc h  o n  w h a t  t h e  ’d r a g o n ' is  d o in g  

in  th e  d a rk n e s s  o f  th e  n ig h t .  C h i n a ’s  la te s t  p r o v o ­

c a t io n  o n  In d ia  is  t h e  r e n a m in g  o f  1 1 p la c e s  in  

A r u n a c h a l  P r a d e s h ,  a n  in te g r a l  p a r t  o f  I n d ia  in  

t h e  N o r th - E a s t  s e c to r .  D e s p i te  C h i n a 's  r e p e a te d  

a t t e m p t s  to  u s u r p  t e r r i to r y  in  A r u n a c h a l  P r a d e s h  

a n d  h a v in g  b e e n  d r iv e n  a w a y  b y  th e  b r a v e  I n ­

d ia n  g r o u n d  f o rc e s ,  i t  k e e p s  c a l l i n g  A r u n a c h a l  

P r a d e s h  a s  ‘S o u th  T ib e t ’ -  th i s ,  w h e n  C h i n a ’s 

u n la w f u l  ‘o c c u p a t io n ’ o f  T ib e t  s in c e  1951  is  s t i l l  

a  m a t t e r  o f  s e r io u s  g lo b a l  c o n c e rn .

C h i n a ’s  d ic ta t o r  X i J in p i n g  h a s  b e e n  tr y in g  

s e v e r a l  t r ic k s  a lo n g  h is  n a t i o n 's  s o u th e r n  b o r d e r  

in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  T h e  P L A  t r o o p s  h e  s e n t  in  2 0 17 

to  g r a b  D o k la m  — a  B h u t a n e s e  t e r r i to r y  t h a t  th e  

r e d  n a t io n  f ir s t d e s ig n a t e d  a s  a  ‘d i s p u t e d ’ la n d  

a n d  w h e r e  it  s e t  i t s e l f  o n  c o n s t r u c t io n  a c t iv i t y  — 

w e r e  c o n f r o r t c d  a n d  h a l te d  b y  th e  I n d ia n  A rm y . 

W ith  p r o m p t  a l e r t  f ro m  th e  U S  to o .  X i ’s  g a m e  

w e n t  a w r y .  T h e n  X i a t t e m p te d  a  p r o v o c a t io n  

d i r e c t l y  a g a in s t  I n d ia  in  2 0 2 1 - 2 2 ,  w h e n  h e  s e n t  

P L A  t r o o p s  in to  G a l w a n  V a l le y  to  g r a b  In d ia n  

la n d .  T h e r e  t o o .  I n d ia  m a n a g e d  to  d r i v e  th e  

C h i n e s e  o u t  t h o u g h  b o th  s id e s  s u f f e r e d  u n s p e c i ­

f ie d  n u m b e r s  o f  c a s u a l t ie s .  T h e  a r g u m e n t  th a t  

th e  b o r d e r  r e g io n s  b e tw e e n  In d ia  a n d  C h i n a  a re  

n o t  w e l l - d e m a r c a t e d  a n d  h e n c e  s u c h  s k i r m is h e s  

w e r e  n a tu r a l  r u n s  c o u n te r  to  X i ’s  p r o c l i v i t ie s  

to  g i v e  p in - p r ic k s  to  C h i n a ’s  n e ig h b o u r s  o n  a  

r e g u la r  b a s is .  H e  h a s  b e e n  d o in g  th i s  w ith  J a p a n ,  

T a iw a n  e t c  a n d  e v e n  w i th  t h e  W e s t  a n d  p r in c i ­

p a l ly  t h e  U n ite d  S t a te s  in  th e  o c e a n s  w h e r e  to o  

‘ u s u r p a t io n ’ is  h i s  p r in c i p a l  a g e n d a .  T h e s e ,  in  

g r o s s  v io la t io n  o f  th e  t e r r i to r ia l  r u le s  g o v e r n in g  

th e  s e a s .  U n s c r u p u lo u s n e s s  t o o  s h o u ld  h a v e  i ts  

l im i ts ,  a n d  X i k n o w s  a s  m u c h  -  a  r e a s o n  w h y  

h e  is  n o t  ta k in g  th e s e  c o n f r o n ta t i o n s  t o  a  h ig h e r  

le v e l .

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  X i  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g o v e r n  

C h in a  p r o p e r ly  e v e n  a s  h e  e m p lo y s  c r u d e  m e th ­

o d s  to  p u t  d o w n  d is s e n t  a l s o  w i th in  th e  C h i n e s e  

C o m m u n i s t  P a r ty .  H is  n o to r io u s  c o n t r i b u t io n  

to  th e  w o r l d  i s ,  m o s t - r e m a r k a b ly ,  t h e  C o v i d l 9  

p a n d e m ic  th a t  u p s e t  l i f e  a n d  d e v a s t a t e d  th e  

e c o n o m ic s  a c r o s s  n a t io n s .  E v e n  n o w , in  f re s h  

r e c u r r e n c e s ,  C h in a  is  b a t t l in g  w i th  t h e  p a n d e m ic  

a n d  r e la te d  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m s  in  m a jo r  w a y s . 

U n d e r s ta n d a b le ,  a s  h is  e y e s  a r c  s e t  o n  th e  n e ig h ­

b o u r s '  b a c k y a rd s .

By Prof. Laklton Kina

Bob’s Banter

Before the 2029 
Elections Sir..!

By Robert Clements

L etters  lo  Ihc Editor

Poor service 
at SBI 

Laitumkhrah
Editor,
A s a pensioner. I feel 

d e ep ly  agg rieved  by the  
shabby treatment mctcd out 
by the SBI generally, and 
the Laitumkhrah Branch, in 
particular. Wc felt assured 
w hen RBI issued an o ffi­
cial notification that "Banks 
a rc  a d v ised  to  p rov ide  a 
clearly idcntifiatlc dedicated 
counter o r a counter which 
provides priority to senior 
c iti/cns and people who arc 
diftercnily-ablc<l. including 
visual ly-impairtd persons". 
However, the countcr has not 
been functioning in reccnt 
months and pcniioncrs were 
made to wait with the general 
public in the firs! floor o f  the 
bank for transactions, which 
obviously has <auscd a lot 
o f  d istress to  us pension­
ers. Further, th : first floor 
counters a rc  ahvays short 
o f  m anpow er w h ich  has 
resulted in further delay and 
unnecessary sulTcring.

It is requested that au­
thorities take nctessary steps

to redress the issue and pro­
vide a suitable countcr in the 
ground floor for pensioners' 
transactions and other bank­
ing formalities like verifica­
tion o f  Life Ccitificatcs ctc.

Yours etc., 
J. Kharmawphlang 

Shillong-3

Unpleasant 
scenes at Golf 

Links
Editor,
I am w riting to draw your 

attention to the unpleasant 
sight and experience that oc- 
curred at G olf Links Shillong 
on the afternoon o f  Sunday, 
April 2. 2023. With several 
people around, a drunk man 
was spotted urinating in the 
open  to  the u tte r  d ism ay 
o f  the peo p le  a ro u n d . It 
may be noted that despite 
issuing entry tickets to the 
v isito rs , a long  with pres­
ence  o f  security personnel 
at the entrance, no frisking 
is  being undertaken. T his 
encourages people to bring 
the ir booze  and get drunk
in the field. I would like (o
ask the Shillong G olf Course

T he S ta te  R ese rva tion  
Policy (SR P ). no tified  by 
the Government o f  Megha­
laya. Personnel Department 
(N0.PER.222/71/138, Dated 
Shillong, the 12th January, 
1972) and the Roster Sys­
tem notified through Office 
M em orandum , dated  10th 
May 2022 (OM ) based on 
the judgment o f  Meghalaya 
High Court (Case no. W P(C) 
No. 394 o f  2021: Date o f  
order: 05.04.2022 in Zancra 
R. Marak & O rs. vs. State o f  
Meghalaya & Ors.) is in the 
eye o f  the storm in the recent 
days and  is  only expected 
to be intensified. While the 
H o n 'b lc  H igh  C ourt has 
rightly asked  for a Roster 
System based on reservation 
quotas for different catego­
ries 3s it exists in all Central 
Government establishments 
and other S tales, it never 
asked for a cut-olY date  o r 
the like or how far back the 
roster system would be made 
applicable. Apparently, the
State government lust year
has mischievously attempted 
to apply the Roster System 
retrospectively ignoring the 
provisions o f  C lause  2 o f  
the State Reservation Policy 
which clearly states that ‘‘If 
sufficient n um bcrof suitable 
candidates for filling up the 
reserved vacancies a rc  not 
available from the respec­
tive classes in any particular 
year, then such  vacancies 
will be available to others". 
Funhcr. in the same clause it 
say "But thcdcficicncy in the 
number o f  Scheduled Tribes 
and Scheduled Castes will be 
carried forward to the next 
recruitment year and made 
good in the recruitm ent o f  
that year, provided that the 
reservation on account o f  
deficiency shall not be car­
ried forward for more than 
one year. A fter the expiry 
o f  the second  year, these 
reservations shall be treated 
as lapsed".

The O M  dated 10th May- 
2022 which w as published 
in the Gazette o f  Meghalaya 
on May 26. 2022 stated in 
‘Clause D -l-ln  o rder to pre­
pare the Reservation Roster, 
names o f  all the candidates 
holding the post a s on the 
date  o f  notification o f  this
O.M. starting with the ear­
lie st a ppo in tee , sincc  the 
time the Reservation Policy 
cam e in to  c ftc c t , sub jcc t 
to  information b a n g  avail­
able, shall be filled up in tlie 
Reservation Roster against 
the point in the Roster’. Fur­
thermore, ‘Clause B-6’ o f  the 
OM stated that ‘ After every 
recruitment cycle, an account 
shall be noted in the Reser­
vation Roster indicating the 
representation o f  Khasi and 
Jaintia, Garo, O ther S is  and 
SCs and details o f  backlog 
reserved vacancies, which 
will be carricd forward to the 
next recruitment cycle".

Clearly, the OM  has been 
designed with malalidc intent 
to  benefit the Garo commu­
nity retrospectively, ignoring 
the provisions o f  the Clause
2 o f  the aforesaid Reserva­
tion Policy w hile fram ing 
the Roster System which is

M a nagem en t w hat a d d i­
tional steps arc being taken 
to  frisk c iti/cn s so  that no 
alcohol or other intoxicating 
drinks are permitted inside 
the  prem ises. Requesting  
the concerned authorities to 
take cognizance o f  this letter 
and penalize anyone found 
violating the rules. Let the 
beauty and the serenity o f  the 
placc remain intact.

Yours ctc..
Gracefulness Rymmai.

Via email

Democracy 
likely to 
become 
defunct

Editor,
Wc are taking democracy 

for gran ted . People really 
d o n 't  not seem  to realize 
the  co n seq u e n ce s  o f  no t 
hav ing  dem ocracy  in ou r 
country. The leaders o f  O p­
position parties on the other 
hand think they are not ac­
countable for retaining the 
function o f  dem ocracy o r
perhup* they arc not Kerious
about this se rious m atter.

going to kill the jo b  prospects 
o f  the Hynnicwtrep people 
(read as Khasis and Jaintias 
as pe r the SRP). I fail to 
fa thom  w ha o u r  e lec ted  
representatives representing 
Khasis, Jaintii and Ri-Bhoi 
distric ts were do ing  when 
the OM was issued last year. 
That was the right time to 
denounce it and more so  ask 
for the review o f  the State 
Reservation Policy in toto 
before the proposed retro­
spective implementation o f  
the Roster System which is 
against all jurisprudence and 
established procedures.

T h e  M eghalaya  H igh  
Court has only directed the 
State government to prepare

a Roster System so that posts 
can b e  iden tified  against 
each category to  avoid any 
anom alies in the filling up 
o f  vacant posis in existence 
and for future recruitments. 
Indeed, the  H on 'b lc  High 
C ourt o f  M eghalaya  has 
cleared stated in its judgment 
dated April 03. 2023 while 
rejecting the PIL o f  Grcneth 
M. Sangnia vs. the State o f  
Meghalaya & x s . on the year 
o f  applicability o f  the Roster 
System without going into 
the merits o f  the case and left 
it to the legiMature and the 
executive, particularly to the 
new Assembly for thorough 
discussion. There arc sev ­
eral important aspects that 
require immediate redressal. 
Firstly, the OM dated 10th 
May 2022 requires immedi­
ate review  by the Slate gov­
ernment. Unless Clause 2  o f  
the State Reserv ation Policy 
is amended by the State A s­
sembly. how can the roster 
be prepared  because  both 
contradict cadi other. While 
SRP allows filling up o f the 
vacancics by other categories 
in case o f  non availability o f  
suitable candidates from the 
respective reserved classes 
in any particular year and 
de fic iency  can be c arried  
forward only for a year, the 
Roster System enables the 
carry forwardofdcficicncics 
for an infinite period. The 
question is-caa the OM dated 
10th May 2022 supersede tlie 
basic tenets o f the SRP-thc 
Clause 2? Certainly not!

As an addendum to SRP, 
the OM No. PER 272/72/5. 
dtd. 18th Dec., 1972 Clause 
2.2 allowed ‘w m bincd reser­
vation o f  80°/. o f  the post in 
favour o f  Gatos and Khasi- 
Jaintias instead o f  a  separate 
reservation o f 40%  each for

We have seen how difficult 
it is for the opposition par­
ties to unite. Similarly our 
Meghalaya Assembly too is 
without a strong opposition 
like in Parliament. I f  there’s 
no unity among the opposi­
tion parties then this is clear 
sign o f  a defunct democracy. 
Our democracy rests on four 
p illa rs  -  the L eg islatu re , 
Executive, Judiciary and  a 
free press. India is already 
losing out on press freedom 
and a strong opposition to  
chcckm atc  the execu tive. 
So how arc :hc opposition 
leaders goinu to defend this 
falling democracy? It seems 
party leaders arc more in­
terested in expanding their 
party strength than retaining 
dem ocracy 's functions in 
the states.

n>c powcrsirugglc among 
the leaders hid turned into a 
political drama in Meghalaya 
which was w messed before 
the election. Leaders have 
made the voters so confused 
that they betrayed their trust. 
Leaders gave more attention 
to digital info~malion instead 
o f  addressingthc dilemma o f  
their supporters. Digital in­
formation was often baseless 
assumption to attract view-

G aros and  K hasi-Ja in tias, 
respectively at District level. 
Why not do the same a t State 
level?  O bv iously . R oster 
System will also be required 
in District level as well. OM 
dated 10th May 2022 ‘Clause 
F ’ has very conven ien tly  
reproduced the provisions 
o f  OM No. PER 272/72/5, 
dtd. ISth Dec.. 1972. Clause 
2.1 & 2-2 to tacklc this is­
sue. Furthermore, another 
addendum lo SRP-OM No. 
PER.222/72/163. dtd. 28th 
May. 1974 allowed the ful­
fillment o f  40%  reservation 
to G aros even by candidates 
o u ts id e  M eghalaya. How 
will Roster System address 
this issue?

Apparently, there are seri­
ous flaws in the State Reser­
vation Policy and subsequent 
OMs on the same and mostly 
glaringly-thc Roster System 
the OM dated 10th May 2022 
to be implemented retrospec­
tively. Khasi-Jaintia-Ri-Bhoi 
districts comprise about 14 
lakhs o f  the total popu la ­
tion (2011 census), bigger 
geographical areas spread 
over 7 districts and consist 
o f  36 Assembly constituen­
c ies . W hereas. G aro  h ills 
has a total population o f  less 
than 10 lakhs (2011 census), 
sm aller geographical areas 
c om pris ing  o f  5 d is tr ic ts  
and 24 Assembly constituen­
cies. Yet. SRP allotted 40% 
reserv ation o f  vacancics for 
them and 40%  reservation 
for K hasi-Ja in tias. Is this 
justified? Even in 1971, the 
Khasi-Jaintia population was 
about 45%  and G aros about 
32% . yet th is  unfair ratio  
was im plem ented but w as 
partly com pensated in  the 
short term by the presence 
o f  C lause 2 o f  SRP. Only 
G od knows the compulsion 
o f  our predecessors to accept 
this flawed State Reservation 
Policy, apart from not getting 
C hief M inistership and get­
ting a State without proper 
dem arcation o f  boundaries 
with Assam which is haunt­
ing the State till today.

At the best, this can be de­
scribed as a short-sighted vi­
sion o f  our predecessors. But 
why should the compulsions 
and short-sightedness o f  our 
predecessors impact the life 
o f  H ynnicw trep people o f  
21st Century? Let us not a l­
low ourselves to  commit the 
same mistake our predeces­
sors did by keeping mum on 
the SRP and the Roster Sys­
tem. The current youth and

crs. People were misguided 
but the leaders were not there 
to cducatc people and show 
them the right track.

Certain political groups 
had penetrated into the heart 
o f  Garo hills and Khasi hills 
with the sole purpose o f  trad­
ing with our democracy. Left 
wing leadens a re  no match 
before this group. May be 
it's tim e for the Left wing 
leaders to admit their fault 
and s tay  un ited  to  reta in  
democracy.

America has experienced 
246 y e a rs  o f  dem ocracy  
and their citizcns arc proud 
o f  w hat the ir forc-parcnts 
fought for whereas in India 
people are selfish. What are 
wc leaving behind for our fu­
ture generations? A prison? 
I f  democracy in this country 
bccomcs defunct in the near 
future then this present gen­
eration is to be blamed.

A gentle reminder to the 
Left wing leaders that d e ­
mocracy is not a joke. I t’s 
a  rule, "o f the people by the 
people and for the people."

Yours etc., 
Juncbirth C. Marak, 

Meghalaya Pradesh Youth 
Congress General Secretary.

William nagar

the future generations will 
curse us i f  we keep quiet to­
day. We have to call a spade a 
spade. The contradictions in 
the State Reservation Policy 
vis-a-vis the Roster System 
b e in g  im p lem e n te d  now  
needs to be rectified.

Lastly, i f  at all the reserva­
tion needs to be done let it be 
done tribe-wise in the State, 
keeping in mind the youth o f  
Meghalaya o f  the 21 si Cen­
tury and their jo b  prospects 
in the State Government. In 
that case let’s do it uniformly 
by dividing the 80% based 
on population size and pre­
pare the roster accordingly 
and retrospectively. This o f  
course, is not realistic similar 
to  the existing 40:40 ratio. 
Hiere is no tribal dominated 
State in the country where 
reservation is divided tribe- 
wise. be it 3 o r 33 recognized 
tribes. Nagaland. Arunachal 
Pradesh  and M izoram  all 
have com bined reservation 
o f  ST except for minor tribes.
liven Munipur has 3 \%  com
bincd reservation for STs. I 
think all clcctcd representa­
tive cutting across party lines 
from Jaintia Hills, Ri-Bhoi 
and Khasi Hills have to  de­
mand the immediate modifi­
cation o f  the OM dated 10th 
M ay 2022 and concurrent 
review o f  the S RP. Similarly, 
all the student bodies. NGOs, 
civil societies, social thinkers 
and the general public have 
to forget their dift'erenccs and 
demand for the same in one 
voice because it oonccrns the 
jobs prospects o f  the entire 
Hynnicwtrep people.

The elections arc over and 
wc all took what was in the 
offerings. It’s lime to  put our 
heads together specifically on 
State Reservation Policy and 
the associated Roster System 
so that the right and fair share 
o f  ihc State’s av ailable jobs 
o f  our Khasi-Jaintia youths 
o f  today and future genera­
tions arc protected. Wc have 
to  be ready  for hard  and 
prolonged dem ocratic and 
peaceful ag itations across 
the State to  force the govern­
ment o f  the day to review its 
decisions and get ready for 
any conscqucnccs. With one 
voice, wc have to demand to 
convene a Special Assembly 
Session only to discuss and 
review  the Stale R eserva­
tion Policy and associated 
Roster System . No m atter 
which form ula is adopted, 
any Reservation Policy and 
the associated Roster System 
cannot be n u d e  applicable 
rctrospcctivcly bin only pro- 
spcctivcly. 1 am not against 
our Garo brothers and sisters. 
I'hcy and their leadership arc 
doing everything to  protect 
their interests. On a similar 
vein I want our people and 
our leadership to protcct the 
interests o f  the Khasi-Jaintias 
people at all costs. All poli­
cies being im plem ented in 
our State cannot be seen to be 
favouring one tribe against 
the rest and has to be seen 
as fair and justified to  all the 
Khasi-Jaintias o f  the State o f  
Meghalaya as well.

(T he  au thor teaches in 
NEHU. Shillong).

Covid arrives 
in Meghalaya

Editor,
The second w avcofCovid 

19 second in the country has 
c aused  havoc w ith  thou ­
sands o f  active eases being 
reported every day. This is 
really an alarm ing sign o f  
the spread o f  this pandemic. 
Our state too is no exception 
to this quick spread o f  Covid 
and already a ease has been 
detected in East Khasi Hills. 
Instead o f  issuing guidelines 
o rS O P 's . the Health IX-part- 
mcnt is still monitoring the 
situation. W ill the H ealth 
Department lake appropri­
ate steps before the situation 
goes out o f  control as it is 
said that a "s titch  in time 
saves ninc.“

Yours ctc..
S  L Singhania.

Via email

Articles and le tte r; ap ­
pearing  o n  th is  p age  are 
the  v iew s o f  th e  w riters 
au th o rs  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

I 'm  not a person addicted 
to  violence and  frankly I 
have l in k  idea how I 'v e  
landed in jail. I t’s not a placc 
I’ve ever been beforc. I mean 
I have seen ja ils  from the 
outside; huge gates and lofty 
walls and have even visited 
the old Bistillc in France, 
which fascinated me. espe­
cially after reading The Talc 
o f  Two Cilics by Dickens! 
P retty  horrib le  w hat you 
read, but tl’cn it’s like a voy­
eur looking a t things from 
outside  and happy y o u 'll 
never be part o f  the horror, 
but today, seeing the inside 
o fa ja il; never did I think I’d 
be in this situation! Never in 
my wildcs dreams would I 
have ever thought I’d  land 
up in suck a placc. Never. 
But here I *m!

W h ic h  d e c e n t  m a n  
would? I’m not a criminal. 
Have paid .ill my taxi's. nrv- 
e r  shouted at anyone except 
the occasional ye ll w hen 
1 c an ’t find my bathroom  
slippers ot maybe find the 
dog’s had l  go at my shoes 
or newspaper, but other than 
that, never.

But today I 'm  in  ja il. 
I look out o f  the w indow  
and see other fellows more 
ferocious than  I 'v e  e v er 
seen w alking around  and  
looking oh so rough. 1 have 
no idea what those guys will 
do with me. I ’ve heard they 
arc pretty rough on newcom­
ers. I’m tcrified. and I fear 
them.

They are w alking towards 
me. those big fellows and 
looks like me. a law abiding

fellow  is aow going to be 
made minec-meat by these 
ruffians. Oh God. what did 
I do to  land up here?

T hey’re grinning evilly 
a t me. You want to hear my 
story guys? I ’m innocent! 
I tell you. I 'm  innocent. I 
haven't done a crirnc in my 
life, except this one, and I 
don’t think it was a crime. 
You guys want to hear what 
happened? O kay let me tell 
you:

Listen, I'm a normal sort 
o f  fellow , have  a dog , a 
w ife. yeah, yeah ju s t like 
you guys, a normal person, 
and innocent, just like you 
guys, but ihis morning the 
doorbell rang. I walked to 
ihc door, swung ii open and 
found a grinning face outside 
with foldcc hands. "Namastc 
sir," says the grinning lace 
as it tries D shake my hand 
then tries lo walk past me 
into my house.

"M ay 1 come in?”
"No!” I exclaim. "You may 

not! I don't know you!" 
“You do know me sir!" 

says the face with a wider 
grin and hands reaching out 

to embrace me.
"No I don’t."
"You do sir"

"N o I don’t! W ho arc 
you?"

"W c met five years back 
sir.”  says tiic grinning face, 

with folded hands.
"Where?"

"Here only sir" 
’ Here?"
“Yes sir”

"A nd why did wc meet 
here?"

“ I cam e for your vote sir" 
"A ha. you arc?” 

"Your voice in Parliament 
sir! May I com e in now?” 

" N o " .' say angrily. 
"Why sit?"

"D o you know how many 
timcs I catae to meet you at 
your oflicc after I gave you 

my vote?”
‘t J o  sit'?

"But you never had the 
time. You were always busy, 
too busy, your men sent me 
away; thujis and jioons who 
stood  outside your o ffice

door with smirks and sneers 
and knuckled up fists! They 
nearly roughed me up when 
1 tried to insist on seeing 
you!"

“ For w hat you camc to 
meet me sir?"

“ Roads in the  c ity  not 
repaired! Water during the 
m o n so o n s , a ll  o v e r  the  
g round , but never in ou r 
taps, law and order getting 
worse by the day! W hat arc 
you doing?*’ I ask.

“W riting it dow n sir"
“N ow ?" I ask.
“Ifyou  vote fo rm e, I will 

do everything."
"D idn 't you say the same 

thing last time?"
"Did 1 sir"? So many peo­

ple I have to  speak to. don’t 
remember all 1 say sir!"

“ W ill our roads be re ­
paired?"

"Your vote is m y guar-

“Will wc get w ater?"
“My symbol is Nympha- 

ca  sir"
" N y m p h a c a ?  W h a t’s 

that?"
“Just like lotus, but we 

a rc  w ater lily  sir! But all 
water plants believe in same 
things sir! And here is your 
ballot number sir"

“ But have you  w ritten 
down all I have complained 
about?"

“Not everything sir: Up 
to  standard  four wc w rite 
very slowly sir"

“Then how will you re­
member everything?"

"Come to m y office after 
the e lections sir!"

"But you won’t have time

to see m e!” I td l him.
“Then I will conic and 

see you sir." said the politi­
cian as he stepped out o f  my 
house and reached the gate.

“When'?" 1 shouted, run­
ning after him.

"B efore  the 2029 e lec­
tion sir!"

And then 1 hit him.
Yes guys. I h it him . I 

to ld  the ju d g e  th a t even  
he  w ould have d o n e  the  
same. 1 told my w ife that 
she also would have done the 
same thing. I mean anybody 
would have, what? But that 
judge would have nothing o f  
my argument. He even fined 
m e tw en ty -five  thousand 
like that Kcjriwal judge. My 
wife too was vcty angry, she 
did  not com e to soc me off! 
They looked at me as i f  I 
was some violent criminal. 
That judge wrote down some 
o rder and here 1 am  with 
you guys, as innocent a s all
you are! Listen guy:; I knew.'
you chaps make it rough for 
newcomers, but all 1 ask is 
you give me sonic leniency. 
1 mean I 'm  not like you guys 
all muscle and brawn. I’m a 
simple fellow and all I did 
was hit a politician!

Hey. hey guys what arc 
you doing?

D on't com c a t me like 
this. I 'm  scared. I've  heard 
what you guys do to rooky 
convicts! G uys what arc you 
doing? W hy arc you all com­
ing a t me at one tim e? Why 
arc you all lifting me up and 
yelling and shouting? You 
guys seem happy? You’re 
not going to hurt me?

W hat a re  you  say ing?  
You want me to repeat the 
w ords that m ade me lose 
m y tem per? He said. "B e­
fore the 2029 c lcd ions sir!" 
And then guys I hit him. my 
knucklcs still hurt!

Hey guys, it looks like 
I am  a hero here! 1 seem to 
be a cclcbrity. Thank you! 
Thank you! So maybe I’ll 
adm it it. I am guilty. I’m 
the only one here who is not 
innocent..!

E m a il:  hoh sh a n te r(a  
gmail.com

Apparently, the State government last y e a r  has 
mischievously attem pted to apply the Roster 

System retrospectively ignoring the provisions 
o f  Clause 2 o f  the State Reservation Policy 

which clearly states that " I f  sufficient 
num ber o f  suitable candidates fo r  filling up the 
reserved vacancies are not available fro m  the 
respective classes in any particular year, then 
such vacancies w ill be available to others ”,

Today I'm  in ja il. /  look out o f  the window  
and see other fellow s more ferocious than 
I ’ve e \e r  seen walking around and looking 

oh so rough. /  have no  idea what those 
guys will do with me. I ’ve heard they are 
pretty rough on  newcomers. I ’m  terrified, 

and  /  fe a r  them. They are walking towards me, 
those big fellow s a nd  looks like me. a  

law  abiding fe llo w  is now going to be made  
mince-meat by these ruffians.
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‘Nothing w ill work unless y o u  do
—  M a y a  A n g e l o u
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Vol NwI.XV No.ru SHILLONG.nilRSDAV. \PKII.6.202?

Keep education out of politics
T H E  N C E R T  has re m o v e d  c e r ta in  p a ra g ra p h s  fro m  
th e  C la s s  12 p o lit ic a l s c ie n c e  b o o k . T h o s e  fa c ts  
p e r ta in  to  G a n d h i 's  k ill in g  a n d  (he  p e rp e tra to r s  o f  
th a t a c t  w h o  w ere  H in d u  fu n d a m e n ta lis ts . N a th u ra m  
G o d s c  w h o  pu lle d  th e  tr ig g e r  o n  G a n d h i h a s  R S S  
lin k s  a lth o u g h  th e  S a n g h  v e h e m e n tly  d e n ie s  tha t. 

E v e r  s in c e  th e  B JP  c a m e  to  p o w e r  in  2 0 1 4  e ffo rts  
h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  w h ite w a sh  p a r ts  o f  h is to iy  on  
th e  p ic a  th a t s tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  p a y  m o re  a tte n t io n  
to  n a tio n a l ism  a n d  p a tr io tism  th a n  le a m  a b o u t th e  

M u g h a l in v a d e rs  a n d  la te r  th e  B r iti sh  w h ic h  a re  
c o n s id e r e d  b lo .s  in  In d ia 's  g lo r io u s  a n c ie n t  p a s t. 
O n  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  su r ro u n d in g  th e  c o n te n t  re la te d  
to  M a h a tm a  G a n d h i’s  a s sa s s in a t io n  b e in g  d r o p p e d  

fro m  i ts  te x tb o o k s  w ith o u t a n y  n o tif ic a t io n . N C E R T  
c h ie f  D in c sh  S a k la n i s a id  it c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a n  
" o v e r s ig h t"  tha t s o m e  d e le t io n s  w e re  n o t a n n o u n c e d  
in  its  ra tio n a lis a tio n  e x e rc is e  la s t y e ar. T h a t su c h  

o v e rs ig h ts  c a n  la p p e n  w h ile  d e a l in g  w ith  a  fac t o f  
h is to ry  r a is e s  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t th e  p u rp o se  o f  su c h  
te x t b o o k s . A re  ihcy  m e a n t to  o b fu s c a te  a  fac t o f  h is ­
to ry  th a t th e  B P - R S S  c o n s id e r s  a  b lo t o n  i ts  p a s t o r  
a re  th e y  m e a n t to  e n l ig h te n  th e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  to  a llo w  
th e m  to  d o  fu rth e r  re se a rc h  o n  th e  to p ic ,  s h o u ld  th e y  
c h o o se  to ?  W h y  sh o u ld  e d u c a tio n  b e  e n s la v e d  to  a  
p o lit ic a l id e o lo g y ?

A p a r t  f ro m  c h a n g e s  m a d e  in  C la s s  12 b o o k s , 
N C E R T  h a s  m a d e  so m e  c h a n g e s  in  C la s s  10 a n d  
11 b o o k s  a ls o . C h a p te rs  s u c h  a s  D e m o c ra c y  a n d  
D iv e rs i ty , C h a lle n g e s  o f  D e m o c ra c y , a n d  P o p u la r  

S t r u g g l e s  a n d  M o v e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d  
fro m  th e  C la s s  0  - D e m o c ra tic  P o litic s -2  te x tb o o k . 
A ls o , c h a p te rs  like  C e n tra l  Is la m ic  L an d s , In d u s tr ia l 
R e v o lu tio n  a nd  C lash  o f  C u l tu re s  h a v e  b e en  d ro p p e d  

fro m  th e  C la s s  i 1 te x tb o o k  tit le d  -  T h e m e s  in  W o rld  
H is to ry . E v id e n tly  th e  B JP  w a n ts  to  in fu se  a  n e w  
th in k in g  in  th e  y o u th  a n d  a lso  to  e ra s e  th a t p a rt o f  
h is to ry  w h ic h  g iv e s  c re d it to  th e  I n d ia n  N a t io n a l 

C o n g re s s  a s  the  fo re ru n n e r  o f  th e  f re e d o m  m o v e ­
m e n t. T h e  B JP  has sp a re d  n o  p a in s  to  b la m e  N e h ru  
fo r  p o l ic ie s  a d a p te d  p o s t-  in d e p e n d e n c e . T h is  is 
p u re ly  p o lit ic s . W h y  sh o u ld  p o li t ic s  in tru d e  in to  th e  

re a lm  o f  e d u c a tio n ?
T h e  N C E R T  has m e a n w h ile  s ta te d  th a t a lle g a tio n s  

a b o u t its  d e c is io n  to  d r o p  c h a p te rs  o n  M u g h a l h is to ry  
w a s  m e re ly  to  ra tio n a lis e  th e  te x t b o o k s  s o  a s  n o t to  

u n n e c e s sa r ily  b u rd en  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ith  c h a p te rs  th a t 
c a n  b e  g lo s se d  o v e r  s in c e  th e y  h a d  a  lo t o f  c a tc h in g  
u p  to  d o  a f te r  th e  C o v id -1 9  p a n d e m ic . T h e r e  is  no  
a rg u m e n t th a t a  c o n s tan t v ig il is  n e ed e d  to  k e ep  trac k  

o f  w h a t a c tu a lly  n e e d s  to  b e  r e ta in e d , d r o p p e d  o r  
a d d e d  to  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  in k e e p in g  w ith  th e  ra p id ly  
c h a n g in g  tim es . F o r  in s ta n c e , c l im a te  c h a n g e  h a s  
b e c o m e  im p e ra tiv e  f o r  s tu d e n ts  to  u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  
a c t  on . A d d in g  c h a p te rs  a n d  c o n te n t th a t c h a lle n g e  
th e  le a rn e rs  a n d  e m p o w e rs  th e m  w ith  to o ls  to  m e e t 
c o n te m p o ra ry  c h a lle n g e s  is  th e  c ru x  o f  e d u c a tio n . 
H o w e v e r, d e le tio n  o f  c h a p te rs  fro m  h is to ry  a n d  p o ­

lit ic a l sc ie n c e  b a o k s  r e q u ir e s  m o re  c o n s u lta tio n  a n d  
c a n n o t b e  d o n e  at th e  b e h e s t o f  th e  N C E R T  w h ic h  is 
se e n  to  b e  la rge ly  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  
th e  day . E duca tion  m u s t r e m a in  u n ta in te d  b y  p o litica l 
in f lu e n c e s  o f  a ll sh a d e s .

State reservation policy 
review: A quagmire

Rcccntly a lot o f  noise is 
being created in the public by 
the Voice o f  People 's Party 
(VPP) for n: vie wing the State 
Reservation Policy. The issue 
was, in fact, pan o f  the list 
o f  dem ands put forw ard by 
the party as a pre-condition 
for e n te r in g  a ny  a llia n ce  
for G overnm ent form ation. 
W hile it w as d e a r  that there 
w as alw ays going to be an 
N PP-lcd governm en t, the 
dem ands had the e ffec t o f  
consolidating their image as 
pro-jaidbynriew  party. The 
recen t perform ance in  the 
Assembly, raising opposition 
to the speech given by the 
G overnor in Hindi am ong 
others, has funher solidified 
that credential. The reitera­
tion o f  the demand for review 
o f  the reservation policy is. 
therefore, a continuation o f  
that ideology. The question 
how ever is  w h e th e r pan- 
Meghalaya parties, i.e., those
who a rc  spread throughout 
Meghalaya (T.VIC, Congress) 
o r want to grow  beyond the 
Khasi-Jaintia region (UDP). 
will support such a  demand. 
I feci it is highly unlikely 
as  doing so  is nothing sort 
o f  com m itting political sui- 
cidc.

T h e  rec en t M eghalaya  
A ssem bly e lec tion  resu lts 
reveal tha t ou t o f  the  36 
seats available in the Khasi- 
Ja in tia  reg ion , to ta l sc a ts  
w on by HSPDP, PDF, UDP. 
and  V PP is o n ly  19. not 
enough to  form the govern­
ment in a 60 seat assembly. 
This also means that almost 
70%  o f  the seats w ere won 
by panics that have support 
cu ttin g  a c ro s s  the e thn ic  
lines, i.e .. C ongress. TM C 
and NPP. Since these panics 
have M LA s from  both  the 
regions, i.e .. K hasi-Jaintia 
as well a s G aro. it is highly 
unlikely they will support a 
demand which will infuriate 
the G aro, an im ponant vote 
bank. But w hat about UDP 
and the other Khasi-Jaintia 
centric parties w ill they 
support the demand? Again 
that is highly unlikely.

D esp ite  the  in itial hu l­
la b a lo o  c rc a tc d  o v e r  the  
demand for a K hasi-Jaintia 
ChiefM inister, UDP, HSPDP 
and PDF decided to become 
part o f  the ruling coalition. 
Among them, the only party 
tha t can  grow  beyond  the 
K hasi-Jaintia region is the 
UDP. But despite being the 
o ld e st su rv iv in g  reg iona l 
party in the State it has not 
been able to do so till date. 
It doesn 't seem  that it will do 
so in the near future as well. 
If it decides to support the 
demand to review  the State 
R eservation Policy it will

By B /wgtoram M awroh

alienate the Garo population 
from the  party permanently. 
This will have political im ­
plications well beyond not 
winning any scats in thcG aro 
region.

It is certain that even in 
the 2028 elections, in terms 
o f  the larger politica l sce­
nario the pic tirc  is not going 
to  change much. T he Khasi- 
Jaintia centric party like the 
VPP, HSPDP and PD F will 
remain limited to the eastern 
part o f  the Staic while TMC. 
N PP and Congress w ill con­
tinue to win seats from both 
th e  K hasi-Ja in tia  a s  w ell 
a s  the G aro  regions. UDP 
w ill m ost probably be the 
largest regional party  w hich 
will again loot to  be part o f  
(m ost p robaby ) any coali­
tion that aspir.*s to form the 
G overnment. If they choose 
to  support the review  o f  the 
S ta te  R ese rv a tio n  P o licy  
there will be  a strong demand 
from  the Garo com m unity 
w ho will have MLAs in any 
pan-Meghala>a party to not 
a llow  UDP to be part o f  any 
p roposed coalition. A nd if  
the m em ory o f being anti- 
G aro  is  r e ta ile d  fo r long. 
U DP will never be part o f  
any Government in the future 
as well. T his is not an issue 
o f  corruption, o f  w hich no 
party  can claim innocence, 
but about injustice done to a 
particular community. Such 
w ounds are not easily forgot­
ten. T he only w ay for UDP 
and maybe for HSPDP and 
PDF to support the review o f  
the State Reservation Policy 
is i f  they believe that the 
K hasi-Jaintia votes w ill be 
enough for any future gov­
ernment formation. Theoreti­
cally that is pcssible. VPP in 
fac t m ight be hop ing  tha t 
by raising this dem and they 
might win all .he 36 seats or 
at least 31 s e a s  in the Khasi- 
Ja in tia  region in  the  next 
A ssem b ly  e lec tions. T h is  
will give then- the chance to 
form the Government. How­
ever given the histoiy o f  how 
elections have panned out in 
the State this is not going to 
happen. So tl is m eans that 
V PP will have to  w ait a lot 
longer before they will ever 
be part o f  any G overnment 
in  the future, not until they 
choose  to represent a ll the 
communities in the State and 
no t ju s t the  K hasi-Jaintia. 
But political m achinations 
aside, does the dem and have 
m erit on  its  jw n ?  I think 
yes and no bui leaning more 
towards the no.

The demographic pattern 
o f  the State indeed show s

that the Khasi-Jaintia popu­
lation is numerically larger 
than that o f  thcG aros. Based 
on the 2011 Census on lan­
guage and  m other tongue, 
speakers o f  Khasi-Jaintia arc 
around 13 lakh and those o f  
the G aros are around 9  lakh. 
Based on demography there 
is a case for giving a larger 
share o f  the reservation to the 
K hasi-Jaintia. The present 
system  does represent a loss 
to them. However, the gain to 
the G aros is not the same as 
the loss to the Khasi-Jaintia.

Based on the number o f  
speakers, the combined pro­
portion o f  Khasi-Jaintia and 
Garo speakers is 77% , which 
is  low er than the  ex isting  
80%  reservation m odel. If  
th e re  is  a rea rran g e m e n t 
the Khasi-Jaintia share will 
increase by (>% points while 
that o f  the Garo will decrease 
by 9% . The Garo w ill there­
fore stand to  lose a lot more 
com pared to the gains to be 
m ade by the Khasi-Jaintia. 
Since politically it is going 
to  b e  very  d ifficu lt to  do 
that, recourse to the Courts 
for review  o f  the policy is 
the other option. But that has 
constitutional ramifications. 
I f  the  review  o f  the  State  
R ese rva tion  P o licy  is ac ­
cepted by the court, which in 
the end means the Supreme 
C ourt since  the aggrieved  
party w ill take the matter to 
that level, the application o f  
a sim ilar logic, i.e.. applica­
tio n  o f  rese rv a tio n  based  
on dem ography, will mean 
sm aller indigenous peoples’ 
groups like the Khasi-Jaintia 
are  going to  lose out. A c­
cording to  the 2011 Census, 
the to ta l Scheduled  T ribe  
(official term  for indigenous 
peoples in India) population 
is 1 0 .4 2 .8 1.034 people with 
the Khasi-Jaintia constituting 
1.3% o f  that. W hen I w as still 
applying for a position in the 
U niversity  there  w ould be 
only 3-4 posts announced at 
a tim e, with the ST (reserved 
seats) seats being not more 
than  a coup le . H ow  does 
one calcu late  1.3%  ou t o f  
those seats? T his w ill end up 
favouring the larger groups 
like the M undas, Bhils and 
Gonds.

There is  the other argu­
m ent o f  m aking  the  80%  
reservation open to a ll in­
digenous peoples in the State 
without any specific share for 
any group. T his will favour 
the Khasi-Jaintia w ho w ere 
fortunate to have the seat o f  
adm inistration in Shillong; 
the presence o f  better schools

and colleges in their area and 
subsequently longer histoiy 
o f  literacy. O fcouise  with the 
deplorable condition o f  the 
education sector in the State. 
I am not sure how much that 
counts for anymore. Anyway, 
historical factors will make 
K hasi-Jaintia more ‘merito­
rious" and if  the reservation 
is made open it will lead to 
them capturing most o f  the 
scats. All o f  these, however, 
w ill go  against the  tenets 
o f  rese rva tion  w hich  is to 
em pow er groups that have 
historically been politically, 
soc ially  and  econom ically  
marginalized and not the o th­
e r way around. Arguments on 
merit, in fact, means that res­
ervation should be altogether 
abolished. Constitutionally, 
therefore, the argum ent for 
reservation based on popu­
lation s i/e  and merit is  not 
tenable.

W ith o u t k n o w in g  the  
m in d s  o f  the  e a r ly  le a d ­
e rs  w hose  strugg les  gave 
birth to M eghalaya, the deci­
sion to have equal share for 
the K hasi-Jaintia and Garo 
w ould most probably have 
been to honour the contribu­
tion o f  both the com m unities 
w ithout counting w ho sacri­
ficed more o r w ho has got a 
m ore superior right than the 
other. It is that respect for 
each  o the r w hich has held 
us together fo r the last 50 
years. Any attem pt to disturb 
this delicate balance has the 
potential to  create  an irre­
versible anim osity between 
the ind igenous peoples o f  
the State at a time w hen the 
need for solidarity  is ever 
more. Make no mistake, the 
c h a lle n g es tha t a re  go ing  
to  be faced by  indigenous 
peoples in the com ing days 
a re  im m ense. Figh ting  for 
increasing the share o f  the 
K h as i-Ja in tia  by ju s t  6%  
points might sound rational 
but it is not just and prag­
m atic. A lso  it may not be 
constitutionally valid. VPP.
instead, should be working 
for increasing  the num ber 
o f  good quality  jo b s  rather 
than fighting forgetting more 
from  a lim ited  num ber o f  
jobs. That o f  course is a lot 
m ore difficult because it is 
exactly w hat the State and its 
indigenous peoples, Khasi- 
Ja in tia  and  G aro , need: a 
larger pie rather than cutting 
the increasingly smaller pie 
to  favour o ne  group  ove r 
the other.

(The view s expressed  in 
the article are  those o f  the 
author a n d  do no t reflect in 
any way his affiliation to  any  
organization o r institution)

Khasi-Jaintia 
politicians 

must speak up!
Fditor.
The first a g iu tio n  (one 

day  hartal- bandh) against 
the M eghalaya Reservation 
Policy w as held som etim e 
in August 1973 by HSPDP. 
PDIC, C ongress and scores 
o f  conce rned  c itizens for 
deform ities in the Policy 
like  fix ing  no time frame 
for its implcmeivation and 
the lack o f  clarity on many 
issues and  the absence o f  
m any  o the r de tails in  the 
policy which they fear might 
afTcet the future generations 
o f  the state. This lias proved 
true. The Reservation Policy, 
w hich w as hardly a  policy, 
bu t ju s t an  adm inistra tive  
order which cam : out, has 
earm arked 40  pcrccnt res­
ervation in government em ­
p loym ent and educational 
in stitu tions for t ie  Khasi- 
Jaintia category. *10 percent 
for Garo category, 15 percent 
for the G eneral caiegory and 
5 per cent for o tle r  Sched­
uled Tribes o f  Meghalaya. 
Yes. over the las. 50 years 
many Khasi-Jaintia people, 
e specially  the youth, w ere 
complaining that the policy 
w as  advantageous fo r the 
G aros in both employment 
and e d u ca tio n a l spheres. 
Strangely the NCOs. espe­
cially the KSU which deals 
m ostly on the students and 
youth w elfare, did not make

> this
portant issue till date. Now 
the resentment is still loom­
ing large. W hen the o rder o f  
the M eghalaya High Court

w as out in April last year 
o r d e r in g  th e  M e g h a la y a  
government to stay appoint­
ments in various jo b s  until a 
roster system w as finalised, 
the government jo b  seekers 
were aghast.

Later a government order 
followed the High Court or­
der which com plicated mat­
ters and caused more damage 
to  the already fragile rela­
tions between the tribes. The 
complicated Policy already 
had a debilitating effect on 
the K hasi-Jaintia category. 
Y es. the  gove rn m e n t d id  
not follow the roster system 
while implementing the res­
ervation policy bccausc it did 
not have one  which has not 
diluted the good intention o f  
the policy. Now in strictly 
follow ing the roster system 
in the Reservation Poiicy it 
cannot be implemented with 
re tro spective  effec t. T hat 
is not the spirit o f  the High 
C ourt o rder on the  roster 
system . It is m eant to  be 
implemented prospcctively.

The Khasi-Jaintia leadeis 
during the APHLC govern­
ment and during the MDA 
0.1 and 0.2 are responsible 
for allow ing these Himala­
yan blunders to tram ple the 
dream s o f  their ow n present 
and future generations. W hy 
can the present set o f  leaders, 
c sp cc ia lly  th o se  rec en tly  
clcctcd. change/modify this 
outdated policy which has 
c au se d  so  m uch  dam age  
to  the youth o f  the present 
generation? It is high time 
to look for merit and let the 
youth com pete  so  that the 
best will com e out success­
ful. O r shall w e rest content 
with mediocrity? W hat are 
our policy m akers and rulers

doing ?  W here has their grey 
m atter gone?

Yours e tc . . .
Philip M arwein.

Sr. Journalist.
Shillong.

Is humanity 
under threat?

Editor,
H ow  w ould a person feel 

i f  h e s h c  partic ipa tes  in a 
r e lig io u s  p ro ce ss io n  and  
gets mercilessly pelted with 
stones by some miscreants? 
T his happened du ring  the 
auspicious day o f  Ram Na- 
vami on M arch 30. There 
w ere reports o f  stone-pelting 
and a rson  a ttacks in many 
s ta te s  a cro ss  the country. 
O ne person each was killed 
in W est B engal a nd  M a­
h a rash tra  in tha t barbaric  
v iolence, w hile one m inor 
boy w as shot dead by  the 
m obsters in  Bihar. Sim ilar 
reports o f  stone pelting and 
arson occurred during Ram 
N avami “ shobha yatra”  in 
G ujarat. Haryana, and Uttar 
Pradesh. W hat is shocking is 
that stones w ere pelted even 
by the women and children 
from  the te rraces o f  the ir 
buildings.

W hat is s trange  is  that 
TMC supremo and the C hief 
M in iste r  o f  W est Bengal 
M am ata Bancrjec, quickly 
m bbed salt into the wounds 
o f  the aggrieved people. She 
said that processions should 
avoid  passing through the 
lo c a li ty  d o m in a te d  by  a 
m inority  com m unity. This 
statement further aggravated 
the situation. It seem s that 
the Bengal C h ie f  M inister

believes thai we can p ro ­
tect the  dcniocratic  e thos 
o f  the country by appeasing 
specific com m unities only. 
It m ay be m entioned that 
these k inds a f  v ic ious a t­
tacks on holy processions 
o r gatherings, be it Hindu 
or C h ris tian , o r  M uslim , 
by miscreants are a  regular 
phenom ena. O ne  w onders 
w hat makes certain people 
see the follow ers o f  o ther 
faiths as their arch-enemies. 
W hy arc pccplc becom ing 
inc reas ing ly  de luded  into 
believing G cd loves those 
who hate otl er faiths? Are 
there errors inour holy scrip­
tures. or arc tkosc who (mis) 
interpret the sacred teachings 
b la m ew orthy?  T he m ore  
religious w e a rc. the more 
fanatical w e become. Does 
(iod  not love .hose who love 
his creation and all human 
beings, irrespective o f  their 
beliefs, gender.social status, 
and nationalities? I believe 
we need to  Icam lessons o f  
hum anity first rather than 
about rcligions.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

Whither 
India’s smart 
city project

Hditor,
India is  lagging behind 

in the development o f  smart 
cities a s  per ihe new report 
published and we arc com ­
pelled to question w hether 
the Indian smart cities arc 
really smart? It is to be noted 
here that we have ju st suc­

c e ss fu lly  rep a ck a g ed  the 
citizens’ essential needs into 
a new project callcd "smart 
c itie s '

An index o f  smart cities 
g lobally  w as published by 
th e  S m art C ity  o b sc rv a -  
toiy which is  part o f  Swiss 
business school Institute for 
M anagement Development. 
It ranks 141 cities based on 
how  they use technology to 
address "the challenges'their 
citizens face, to  be ab le  to  
a c h ie v e  a h ig h e r  q u a lity  
o f  life. Singapore is A sia 's 
smartest city and the seventh 
smartest city in the world and 
Zurich is the w orld’s smart­
est city index in 2023. T his is 
the  third tim e Singapore has 
been seventh on the list. In 
2020 and 2 0 2 1, too. the c ity 
was in the same spot, while 
in 2022. the index w as not re­
leased. T he top ten smartest 
cities are a mix o f  European. 
A ustralian and Asian desti­
nations. These are: Zurich, 
O slo . C anberra. C openha­
g e n . L au san n e . L ondon. 
Singapore, Finland, G eneva, 
Stockholm.

A ccording to  the report 
the Smart City Index takes 
in to  acc o u n t in p u ts  from  
the cities* residents on how 
techno logy  has im proved  
their lives. It com bines both 
su rv ey  responses a s w ell 
as hard data, to understand 
(and represent) the extent to 
which technology has helped 
achieve a higher quality o f  
life  for a c ity 's  residents. 
A sian and European cities 
dom inate the top 20 list o f  
the 141 cities that have been 
surveyed, and o f  these 20, six 
have been constantly w ork­

ing towards im proving their 
perform ance. These ‘super 
c h am p io n s ', a s  the  report 
calls them, a rc  Zurich, Oslo, 
S ingapore. B eijing . Seoul 
and Hong Kong.

The data has been collect­
ed from over 20.000 citizens, 
w ho were su n  eyed on about 
15 aspects o f  living in these 
cities. Som e o f  the  questions 
included those on affordable 
housing , road  congestion , 
green spaces, fulfilling em ­
ploym ent needs structures 
a nd  techno log ies  bu ilt to 
address their concerns and 
how comfortable the respon­
dents were with technologies 
such as face recognition and 
s h a rin g  p e rso n a l d a ta  to  
improve traffic. It is worth 
m ention ing  that only four 
cities -  Delhi, Mumbai, Ban­
g alore  and H yderabad are 
included in the ranking and 
their ranking is  below  100 
so  in future the government 
should take necessary steps 
so  tha t the  w orld  ranking 
m ay be improved and also 
m ore cities are included in 
this world ranking.

Now w e also see the posi­
tion o f  various smart cities in 
India and w hat the progress 
is in this regard. So let the 
efforts be continued to im ­
prove the ranking.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A rtic les and letters ap ­
p earin g  o n  (his p age  a re  
the  v iew s o f  th e  w rite rs / 
a u th o r s  am i n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

Meghalaya 
Budget 2023-24: 
Daring to Dream

B y Suntarbin Vmdor
In the s ix  ye a rs  s incc  

C onrad Sangnia presented 
his first state budget in 2018- 
19. the St Jte nominal G SDP 
has increased to  Rs. 41,000 
c ro re  today g row ing  a t a 
CAGR o:‘ about 7 per cent 
(5.6 per cent in real tenns) 
despite the contraction o f  the 
sta te 's  income in 2020-21 
due  to  Covid-19. Presenting 
the vision o f  the M D A .2.0, 
the C hiefM inister has set an 
am bitious and challenging 
target to double the state's 
income to a 10 billion do l­
lar economy in the next five 
years which would require 
the state's economy to  ex ­
pand a t double the rate  o f  
growth achieved in his first 
term. This column looks at 
som e o f  the im portant is­
sues related to  state finances 
g le an e d  from  the budget 
speech as well as those that 
cam e up curing the delibera­
tions in the ju st concluded 
budget session.

O n the receipts side, the 
m a jo r ach ievem ent h igh ­
lighted in the  budget is the 
manifold increase in funding 
under cxt;m ally  aided proj­
ects (EAPs) in the last few 
years. It i< important to  stress 
here that sourcing funding 
from mu tilateral agencies 
such as :hc W orld Bank. 
IFAD and A sian D evelop­
m ent Bank is a  competitive 
process involving prepara­
tion o f  project reports, scru­
tiny and approval o f  multiple 
central ministries, followed 
by appraisal and negotiation 
with the external agencies. 
T he criteria for selection o f  
projects have also changed 
over the years as em phasis 
is now  on projects that create 
transformational impact and 
arc innovative in approach 
and  financing. In financial 
vcar ( FY ) 2 0 2 1 -22. the state 
had 13 EAPs with total ap ­
p roved  ass is ta n ce  o f  Rs. 
5000 crore with 91 pcrecnt 
o f  th is am ount com ing  to 
the state as grants under ad ­
d itional central assistance. 
The government, therefore, 
deserves t  rodit and acknowl­
edgement for its efforts and 
success in secu ring  these  
project funding which matter 
greatly for a small state with 
lim ited private investm ent 
and ow n revenue.

T he state is a lso  doing 
quite well in the m obilisa­
tion o f  own revenue when 
compared to  other states in 
the region indicated by the 
ratio o f  own tax revenue to 
CiSDP which stood a t about 
7 percent in 2021-22. Even at 
the present level o f  income, 
revenue collection can still 
improve hrough better tax 
collcction and plugging o f  
revenue leakages, something 
that has been regulariy high­
lighted in  the audit report o f  
the CAG. H owever, going 
by the trcitd o f  recent years, 
the own revenue target o f  Rs 
4000  crore in FY 2023-24 
does seem to be an ambitious 
target to  ichieve.

A nother com ponen t o f  
rcccip ts  unde r the  s ta te 's 
c o n so lid a ted  fund is the  
public debt w hich is p ro ­
jec ted  a t Rs.2339 crore  in 
2023-24. In 2021-22. the 
state government had relied 
hcavi'ly on bo rrow ings to 
sustain the expenditure level 
w hich  touched  Rs. 4000  
c ro re  (78 p e r  c c n t m ore  
than  the  b u dge t e stim a te  
o f  that year) increasing the 
state 's accumulated debt to 
a lm ost R s .l5,500 crore by 
the end of FY 2021-22. Any 
shortfall in revenue realisa­
tion this FY will again com ­
pel the government to  fall 
back on borrowings which 
would take the outstanding 
public debt to  G SD P ratio 
well above the M eghalaya 
FRBM ceiling o f  28 pcrecnt. 
H ow ever, th e  d eb t p o s i­
tion o f  the suite is not that 
a larm ing when com pared to 
h ighly debt stressed states 
like Punjab, Kerala and o th­
ers. Further, a s  the sta te  is 
on the road to rccovciy from 
the impact o f  Covid-i 9. the 
focus should be on revival o f  
the economy even a t the cost 
o f  breaching the boirowing 
target, albeit at a reasonable 
range. C om ing to  a llo ca ­
tions for 2023-24, w e find 
that abou. 22 percent o f  the 
a llocatior o r about Rs. 4800 
crore is earmarked to the Fi­
nance and Planning depart­
ments which a re  both under 
th e  portfolio  o f  the  C h ief 
Minister. This clearly show s 
the priori’.y and importance 
g iv e n  to th e  im p lem enta­

tion and monitoring o f  key 
projects and developmental 
schemes to  ensure that they 
meet the stated performance 
a n d  im p a c t p a ra m e te r s .  
O ther top allocation in this 
budget is for Education and 
Health sectors with the per 
c ap ita  spend ing  o f  these  
tw o departm ents projected 
a t R s.7500  and  Rs. 4750  
respectively. H ow ever, a 
huge chunk o f  the allocation 
is tow ards sa laries w hich 
in th e  ease  o f  E ducation  
accounts for 70 percent o f  
the  a lloca tion . T he s itu a ­
tion in this department is a 
m anifest o f  the challenges 
o f  m anaging the finances o f  
the sta te  w here com m itted 
e x p en d itu re  (on  sa la r ie s , 
pension and in terest) cats  
up a huge chunk o f  revenue 
receipts (58 %  in FY 2019- 
20). H ow ever, the s ta te 's  
com m itted  expenditure  in 
the last tw o years has com e 
down significantly to below 
the average spending among 
states in the countiy.

Overall, capital expendi­
ture (Capex) w hich include 
acqu iring  o f  f ix ed  a sse ts  
and repaym ent o f  loan has 
also increased steadily since 
2017-18  (R s. 983  crore). 
T he budge t a llo ca tio n  o f  
n e arly  R s .5 0 0 0  c ro re  in 
th is FY, i f  rea lise d , w ill 
have trem endous impact on 
sta te 's  econom y a s  Capex 
has a much h ighe r m ulti­
plier cflcct on incomc and 
output (2.45 impact and 4.5 
c u m u la tiv e ) com pared  to  
revenue expenditure where 
the m ultiplier cflcct is below 
unity. Increased spending 
on infrastructure will also 
create the neccssaty condi­
tions for attrac ting private 
investment besides boosting 
the productiv ity  and  e ff i­
ciency o f  existing economic 
activities.

Another persistent chal­
lenge for state finances that 
was highlighted by the Chief 
M inister in the budget ses­
sion  is  the poo r financial 
performance o f  state owned 
pub lic  se c to r  e n te rp r ise s  
(SPSEs) which continue to 
incur losses, requ iring  f i­
nancial support in the forms 
o f  grants and guarantees for 
their inaiket borrowings. A 
case in  point is M CCL on 
which the state government 
lias continued to  infuse funds 
with no sign o f  it com ing 
around- the very definition 
o f  th row ing  good  m oney 
after bad. Given the continu­
ous drain o f  lim ited public 
resou rces on  these  e n te r­
prises. a tim e has com c for 
the state government to  take 
bold decisions on what to  do 
with most o f  die loss-making 
S P S E s . T h e s e  m e asu re s  
cou ld  inc lude  closure  and 
outright/strategic sale along 
with a package for rehabili­
tation o f  em ployees through 
voluntary separation1 retire­
ment schem e (V S S 'V R S). 
retraining and redeployment, 
as w ell as other measures.

G oing beyond the budget 
figures o f  receipts and ex­
penditures. Meghalaya Bud­
get 2023-24 is a statement o f  
the bold vision o f  the state 
government to traasform and 
catapult the econom y from 
the low  productiv ity  trap 
to  high productivity growth 
by enhancing the productive 
c apacity  o f  the econom y. 
This is sought to be achieved 
by focusing on productive 
resources through promotion 
and support ol high value 
farm produce (Lakadong tur­
meric. horticulture and live­
stock missions) and invest­
ment in tourism  a ctiv itie s 
(Hom estay scheme. Luxury 
Tourism Vehicle Scheme); 
building entrepreneurial ca­
pabilities (through projects 
like Prim e Start Up Hubs. 
Skills M eghalaya and A s­
pire); and creating produc­
tion linkages (Focus Plus, 
C ollective m arketing cen­
tres, Prime Hubs). A nother 
important announcement in 
this Budget relates to initia­
tives to promote sustainable 
development and protection 
o f  the fragile ecosystem s o f  
the sta te  through pro jec ts 
like the World Bank funded 
‘Community led Landscape 
Management Project, JICA 
funded ‘Sm all and M ulti­
purpose Reservoirs' and  the 
‘Pro tection  o f  V ulnerable 
C a tch m en t A re as  in  M e­
ghalaya'.

(The writer teaches E co ­
nom ics in N E H U  a n d  can 
be reached  a t su m d o r l i  (a 
gm ail.com)
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“ Befa ith fu l in small things because 
it is in them that y o u r  strength lies.”

—  M o t h e r  T e r e s a
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BJP as behemoth
W H IL E  th e  B JP  c e le b ra te d  its  4 4 th  fo u n d a tio n  d a y  

o n  T h u rsd ay , th e  p a r ty 's  ran k  a n d  file  h a s  re a so n s  

to  c h ee r. T h e  sa ffron  p a rty  h a s  g ro w n  by  le ap s  a n d  

b o u n d s  o v e r  the past o v e r  fo u r d e ca d es , a s  is reflected  

in  th e  g ro w th  in  th e  B JP ’s re p re se n ta tio n  in  P a r lia ­

m e n t. F a c t is a lso  th a t a t th e  g ro u n d  lev el, th e  p a rty  

h a s  le ss  o rg a n iz a t io n a l h e ft o th e r  th a n  in  i ts  h ig h ly  

e n e rg e tic  e lec tion  c am p a ig n  b litz . In  se v e ra l s ta te s , it 

su rv iv e s  m ore  b y  th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  w e ll-o rg a n ise d  

R S S  n e tw o rk . T h is  ’ly in g  lo w ’ m ig h t a lso  b e  d u e  to  

th e  fac t th a t it h a s  b e e n  in  p o w e r  fo r  th e  p a s t n in e  

y e a rs  a t  a  s tre .ch .

T h e  B JP  w as a  new  p o litica l e n tity  th a t e m e ig e d  in  

1980  o u t o f  the fo rm er  B h a ra tiy a  Ja n  S a n g h , th e  p r in ­

c ip a l o p p o s it io n  p a rty  fo r  m o s t p a rt s in c e  1951; a n d  

b o th  h a v in g  been  p a tro n ize d  by  th e  R S S . In b e tw ee n  

c a m e  th e  E m e rg e n cy  a n d  b r ie f  m e rg e r  o f  th e  Ja n  

S a n g h  w ith  the  J a n a ta  P arty . T h e  BJ P. a t its  s ta rt, w a s  

le d  b y  tw o  s ta lw arts , A ta l B chari V ajpayee  w h o  la te r  

b e c a m e  p rim e  m in is te r  a n d  L K  A d v a n i . T h e  R S S 

p u lle d  th e  s tr in g s  f ro m  b e h in d . T h e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  

th a t h a s  c o m e  a b o u t fo r  th e  B JP  s in c e  2 0 14  is th a t it 

h a s  e v o lv e d  in to  a  th e  p a rty  re c o g n isa b le  b e c a u se  o f  

a n  in d iv id u a l -  N a rc n d ra  M o d i, th e  P r im e  M in ister . 

M od i n e ith e r  d e n ies  n o r  c o n firm s  th is . T h e  R S S  to o  

h a s  rec o n c iled  to  a n  e x te n t to  th is  s c e n a rio  th o u g h  

th e  id e o lo g y  tha t th e  B JP  a n d  th e  p r im e  m in is te r  

h o ld  a lo ft is  o f  th e  R S S  its e lf . The R S S  h a s  i ts e lf  

c h a n g c d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  ta m e d  its  o w n  a n ti-H in d u  

s ta n c e s  a n d  op te d  to  a d o p t a  m o re  p ro -n a tio n a lis t 

p o s tu re . H ence  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t it trea ts  a l l  th o se  

b o m  in In d ia , ir re sp e c tiv e  o f  th e ir  r e lig io u s  fa iths, 

a s  H in d u s . T he ideal o f  V asu d h a iv a  K u tu m b a k a m  

( th e  w o rld  is  o ne  fam ily )  is  a  g u id in g  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  

H in d u  re lig io n , a s  is rec o rd e d  in  S a n sk r it te x ts  o f  th e  

p a s t. P ro b le m s a ro se  w h en  H in d u tv a  w a s  tu rn ed  in to  

a p o lit ic a l tool to  w in  pow er.

U n d en iab ly . H in d u tv a  fo rm e d  th e  c o re  o f  th e  

B JP ’s  p o litica l p h ilo so p h y , a s  w a s  a lso  re f le c te d  in 

th e  fac t th a t the  p a rty  ra is e d  its  low  p o lit ic a l s ta tu re  

b y  e m in e n tly  m ak in g  u se  o f  th e  B a b ri M a s jid -R a m  

J a n a m b h o o m i is su e  s in c e  th e  la te  1 9 80s to  e v e n ­

tu a lly  o u tw it th e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  s e iz e  p o w er. T h e  

s ta b le  a n d  m a tu re  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  P r im e  M in is te r  

N a rc n d ra  M od i ran  th e  g o v e rn m e n t fo r  tw o  te rm s  

a n d  ke p t th e  pa rty  u n d e r  h is  f irm  c o n tro l h a s  h e lp ed  

th e  B JP  c em e n t its  h o ld  o n  th e  n a tio n . T h e  p a r ty 's  

s tre n g th  is  still th e  H ind i b e lt -  w h ic h , w ith  its  w id e  

p a rlia m e n ta ry  c o m p a ss ,  d e c id e s  w h o  s h o u ld  ru le  

th e  n a tio n  — un lik e  th e  C o n g re s s  th a t h a s  its  ro o ts  

e v e ry w h e re .

The crucified and 
resurrected Jesus

Christians arc in the Holy 
Week. The most important 
w eek begins with Palm Sun­
day and culminates with Eas­
ter vigil. Who is this Jesus 
w hom the  crow d  cheered 
for w hen H e trium phantly 
arrived at city o f  Jerusalem 
as ‘king’ riding on a young 
donkey? Who is this teacher 
who washed the feet o f  his 
d isciples during a meal on 
Holy Thursday? W ho is this 
prophet who had to face a 
shameful death at his prime 
on Good Friday? W hat led 
to the ’disgraceful’ conse­
quence o f  crucifixion? Who 
is this religious leader who, 
through his resurrection on 
Easter Sunday, showed that 
death is the not the end o f  
everything?
An uncom prom ising  Jesus

The main reason that took 
Jesus to  mount Calvary was 
because  he  s to o d  by  his 
convictions. He w as always 
at odds with the Jews in gen­
eral and the Pharisees in par­
ticular. Throughout his three 
years o f  ministry in Palestine 
he was constantly  accused 
o f  breaking the Sabbath day. 
For the Jews Saturday was 
(is) a day o f  complete rest 
literally and strictly adhering 
to the statement in the first 
book o f  the Bible. Genesis, 
"God created the universe in 
six days and on the seventh 
day he rested." Even today 
sections o f  Jews would not 
do any work on the holy day. 
Even cooking, lighting a fire, 
fetching water arc forbidden 
as they constitute work. Jesus 
did not agree with this school 
o f  thought for the ’Ten C om ­
m andments' merely gives a 
general instruction. “ Keep 
the Sabbath holy." The 'Ten 
Commandments'were multi­
plied into more than 600 pre­
scriptions which had become 
a burden to the common and 
illiterate folk.

Jesus broke the seventh 
day by performing miracles 
on Sabbath . He extended 
his hands to  heal the sick 
and touched the eyes o f  the
blind with his fingers. For
him Sabbath w as a day to 
do good. The Pharisees, a 
separated  c la ss  (from  the 
ordinary Jews) w ho insisted 
on the exact observance o f  
the law, questioned Jesus on 
his actions. Jesus was not to 
a lter h is position. He w as 
adamant not to cease work 
because o f  opposition. He 
faced the consequence for 
it. At the trial by Caiaphas 
before Jesus w as taken to 
Pontius Pilate, the allegation 
o f  violating the Sabbath was 
brought before the powerful 
cleric.

The next accusation was 
b lasphem y. Fo r the Jew s 
Yahwch is their only God. 
Jesus declared  h im self  as

By Albert Thyrniang

The son o f  God*. This was 
a sacrilege. Jesus, instead o f  
being apologclic, re-affirmed 
that He came :'rom God; that 
He and G od were one and 
that H e d id  everything as 
com m anded by his Father. 
Jesus was an unceasing t hom 
in the flesh o f the Pharisees 
and  therefore they looked 
for every  o p po rtun ity  to 
get rid o f  him. Finally they 
conspired with Judas, one 
o f  apostles, into betraying 
his master. He led the team 
o f  the Jews ir.to the Garden 
o f  G cthscm arc for Jesus to 
be taken into custody. No 
wonder Caiaptias found Him 
guilty o f  blasphemy.

U n lik e  Jesus, m any  a 
C hristian today. including 
leaders, compromise on their 
principles. The scandals in 
the Church ar< a result o f  the 
compromise o i one’s identity 
and vocation. Unprincipled 
politics is apparent before 
ou r e y es . D evoid o f  any  
ideology, pliable Christian 
politicians came together af­
ter a mudslinging campaign 
accusing each o f  corruption 
and being anti-Christian. Yet. 
these 'n c ta s ' even publicly 
call on Jesus’ name.

A R evolutionary Jesus
Jesus’ view on  Sabbath 

was revolutionary. He chal­
lenged the prevailing prac­
tices. He did not go by the 
established conventions. It 
was not a  surprise that the 
Pharisees did not tolerate 
Him. And He him self knew 
that i f  He coniinucd to swim 
against the current He would 
suffer serious consequences. 
Besides Sabbath. Jesus be­
friended the iax collectors, 
sinners and the lowly. Jesus 
was not an ordinary human. 
I lc wanted to break the social 
and  religious barriers that 
that kept a  community apart. 
This was not token kindly to 
by the religions leaders who 
w ere out to punish Him. Je­
sus was not deterred even if  it 
meant an untinc ly end.

In mainstream religions 
queries arc not tolerated. In 
C hristianity  and Islam the 
Scriptures, beliefs, dogmas 
and  estab lished  p rac tices  
arc not cxpcclcd to be ques­
tioned. Individuals have been 
condem ned  because they 
dared to express reservations 
over certain religious matters. 
Hinduism is >aid to  be the 
most tolerant religion. That 
tag is fast disappearing today. 
G roups claiming to represent 
the  m ost ancient relig ion  
even use violence against 
their perceived enemies. A 
judgement o f  right o r wrong 
is not pronounced here but 
probably Jesus w ould not

condemn anyone.
An O ffending Jesus

J e s u s  o f f e n d e d  th e  
Pharisees. He criticised the 
a n ti-H c llen is tic  c lass . He 
called them hypocritcs and 
whitewashed tombs. These 
w ere w ords m ost unkind. 
He called them out bccausc 
their preaching and actions 
did not tally. They pretended 
to excel in the observance 
o f  religion but their hearts 
were irreligious. They prayed 
in public places to be seen 
by others. They fasted but 
they put up a dismal face to 
be noticcd by others. They 
gave  alm s but announced 
it before all. O f  course, the 
Pharisees, w ho were deadly 
against any Greco-Roman in­
fluence. were self-righteous 
and hence did not pay heed 
to  Jesus’ denunciation. They 
becam e a ll the more hard­
hearted re len tle ss  in  the ir 
pursuit o f  their detractor.

In o u r  w orld loo c rit i­
cism and dissent is not taken 
kindly. Taking these ‘sticks' 
by people in public service -  
religious or civil arc becom ­
ing rarer.

A n on-sta tus Jesus
Jesus rode on a donkey 

when he entered Jerusalem 
for the last tim e. T he use 
o f  a donkey  sy m b o lised  
the a rrival o f  the  hum ble 
Jesus, the Prince o f  Pcacc 
as opposed to a war-waging 
king who usually came on a 
horse. H e a lso  w ashed the 
feet o f  his disciples, an act 
perform ed by  servants for 
their masters.

Religious leaders today 
arc attached to status sym ­
bols. We ride in expensive 
cars. T hose  in high office 
even  d ress  royally . They 
sit on ‘th ro n es’. Servan t 
leadership is not always ap ­
preciated.

Ironically ou r m inisters 
and MLAs who vow before 
the media that they arc  to 
be guided by Jesus, possess 
vehicles like Toyota Carnry 
(25 lakh). Grand Vi tar a (10 
lakh). Jeep Hard Top Mahi- 
ndra (10 lakh). Fortuncr (20 
lakh), Innova (20 lakh) not to 
mention the cash, residence 
and com m ercial buildings, 
jew elleries and other assets. 
The favourite vehicle politi­
cians purchase arc the differ­
ent variants o f  Bolero which 
costs over RslO lakh. These 
arc beyond the reach o f  most 
voters. M ore than 76% o f  the 
current M LAs arc crorcpatis, 
a rise from the 71% in the last 
Assembly. Jesus never had 
any o f  these. He w as poor 
and humble. M inisters and 
MLAs arc also servants but 
behave like lords.

An Innocent Jesus
Jesus w as declared inno­

cent by Pontius Pilate twice 
and Herod once but still he 
w as condemned to be cruci­
fied a  judgm en t reserved  
fo r non-R om an ha rd-core  
crim inals. A fter the initial 
failure to convince Pilate, the 
Roman governor o f  Judea, 
o f  the crim e o f  blasphemy 
(under Roman law a person 
is no t co n d em n ed  under 
religious law), the Pharisees 
brought up the charge that 
Jesus declared h im self  the 
‘King o f  the Jew s’. Jesus did 
not deny but clarified that his 
kingdom is not o f  this world. 
In spite o f  that, Pilate fear­
ing riots from the Jews who 
shouted repeatedly ‘ciucify 
him. crucify h im ', sentenced 
Jesus to death w ashing his 
hands and  se tting free the 
dichard criminal. Barabbas. 
instead.

Today too justice can he 
coloured. The conviction o f  
Rahul Gandhi seem s to  be 
so. A BJP man filed the case 
in a BJP-rulcd state against 
the  scion w ho is a lso  the 
main opponent o f  Narcndra 
Modi. Wc know' that political 
rivals face political vendetta. 
Wc know that thousands are 
languishing in  ja il without 
trials There are many ‘Jcsu- 
scs' even today.

A la s t in g  Jesus
By succeed ing  to  have 

Jesus killed , the Pharisees 
thought they had got rid o f  
Him for good. But that was 
not to be. In three days He 
rose from the dead. ‘Hie large 
stone that blocked the grave 
was removed. He appeared to 
Mary Magdalene and oilier 
women. His disc ip lcs saw  
him. Saint Thomas placcd 
his finger on h is w ounds. 
The Pharisees heard about 
the strange turn o f  events and 
bribed the soldiers guarding 
the tom b to lie  before the 
authorities saying that while 
they  w ere  a s lee p  J e su s ’s 
disciplcs took the body away. 
How can those w ho sleep 
while on duty testify?

Soon  the  d isc ip lc s  b e ­
cam e bold to proclaim that 
Jesus was alive. Even Paul, 
the Pharisee and an avowed 
persecutor o f  Christians be­
cam e C h r is t’s  A postle . A 
community, called Christians 
emerged. The name o f  Jesus 
sp read  far and  w ide . No 
persecution and oppression 
succeeded. Today C hris t’s 
believers arc more than 2.2 
billion world-wide.

The Pharisees did not suc­
ceed in banishing Jesus. He 
is the most popular name to­
day. Presently Christians arc 
persecuted in India through 
an ti-conversion  law s and 
other means. This could be 
a blessing in  disguise.

Why this need 
to whitewash 

the past?
Editor,
The editorial" K eep edu­

cation out o f  politics" (ST 
A pril 6. is  tim ely
and requires a nationw ide 
d iscussion . Hew can  im ­
portant parts o f  our history 
be ob literated  ju st to suit 
the political motives o f  a 
political party h  power’? Is 
there any other country with 
a  sim ilar pcnchmt for eras­
ing parts o f  the curriculum 
sim ply bccausc the ruling 
party  is  party  embarrassed 
by som e parts o f the history 
such as that a member o f  the 
Sangh Parivar bad actually 
assassinated a person who 
led the frccdon: movement 
-  M ohandas K aram chand 
Gandhi who was later given 
the prefix  'M aha tm a .' O r 
the  Father o f  the N ation. 
The BJP seems lo specialise 
in iconoclasm  (the  action  
o f  a ttacking o r assertively 
rejecting chcriihcd beliefs 
and in stitu tions o r  e s tab ­
lished values and practices). 
Now the NCERT has also 
dropped parts of the Moghul 
rule from the cumculum . In 
this case  the excuse is that 
there is need to reduce the 
curriculum as it is too heavy 
for students. Sudcnts have 
always been taken on study

tours to Delhi and Agra and 
their regular stops arc the 
Q utub M inar. H um ayun’s 
tomb, the Taj M ahal and the 
red fort - all vestiges o f  the 
Mughal rule. How do teach­
ers explain these to students 
i f  they arc not learning the 
history o f  the M ughal p e ­
riod?

Above all. how can G an­
dhi and his assassination not 
be part o f  history o r political 
science anmy longer? How 
do teachers explain about the 
freedom movement without 
bringing Gandhi into the pic­
ture and without naming the 
person who killed him. Let’s 
take tlx: history o f  Germany. 
M ost G ermans a rc  em bar­
rassed about that part o f  their 
history when Hitler kept his 
enem ies in  concen tra tion  
camps and  subjected them 
to the worst treatment. Also 
the Holocaust -a systemic, 
state-sponsored persecution 
and m urder o f  six million 
European Jews by H itler’s 
N a/i regim e and its allies 
and collaborators , but the 
G erm ans have not erased  
this part o f  their history and 
have on the contrary leamt 
lessons on how not to repeat 
such instances which have 
defaced their past.

In fac t, ev ery  country  
has its share o f  inglorious 
past incidents. Cniclty  and 
despotic acts by certain rul­
e rs  m arred the ir histories. 
From Australia to Canada the 
aborigines were pushed into

the margins by colonisers but 
there arc attem pts to redress 
these  past insensitiv itie s , 
but no t by rew riting  h is­
tory. 1 now feci as i f  we arc 
conspiring to hide the facts 
o f  history from  our young 
ones but while the NCERT 
can change the curriculum, 
they cannot pull down from 
the internet the entire history 
o f  th is country  no m atter 
how much the powers that 
be want that to happen. The 
young will be even more cu­
rious now to find out why the 
NCERT wants certain c hap­
ters out o f  the text books.

O verall. I believe what is 
happening to our education 
system is an assault on the 
freedom to discover our past 
no matter how ugly. I hope 
that the M eghalaya Board 
o f  School E ducation will 
not impose the NCERT text 
books on our students. Aficr 
all. education is on the C on­
current lists and the Centre 
cannot im pose its w ill on 
the states without adequate 
consultation.

Yours etc..
KR Lyngdoh.

Via email

Whither waste 
management
Editor,
The other day a leading 

RJ o f  the city who cham pi­
ons the cause o f  cleanliness

in Shillong city landed at a 
place that is part o f  Umpling 
but is also at h e  border with 
N ongm cnsong. T he video 
o f  him focussing on a cer­
tain placc tint the locality 
seems to ha»c treated as a 
garbage dump and trying to 
identify who tlic polluters are 
from the packcts that were 
de livered  by e-com m erce  
co m p an ie s . He m anaged 
to read out a few names o f  
those polluters and one can 
only hope that those people 
have been heavily fined by 
the Umpling Dorbar Shnong. 
However, the RJ while ask­
ing people why they dumped 
their garbage it  that placc got 
the reply that the garbage 
collection truck never comes 
for months together. Often 
the people tiring within the 
Umpling dortar go and throw 
their garbage into the trucks 
c o lle c tin g  garbage from  
residents o f  Nongmynsong. 
I t’s now nearly two weeks 
since the said RJ visited the 
tem porary  garbage dum p 
but neither la s  the Dorbar 
Shnong taker any action nor 
have the res dents stopped 
dumping garbage there. The 
Wahkdait river flows a little 
away from the garbage dump 
and a lot o f  the garbage flow s 
down that river into the Wah 
Umkhrah. This is the state 
o f  all the rivers in Shillong. 
They have become garbage 
d u m p s, scp iic  tanks and
drains for kitchen waste.

Docs all this not a fleet the

environment? Is this not pan 
o f  the Sustainable Develop­
ment G oals(SD Gs)? W hen 
w ill th e  G overnm ent take 
cognisance o f  this continued 
depredation o f  our river sys­
tems? The less said about the 
District Councils the better. 
They have lost their objec­
tives completely and the rea­
son for their existence. They 
just don’t care what happens 
to the rivers, o r forests. They 
w atch w ithout concern as 
people quarry w hoever they 
want: cut all the trees they 
want to make charcoal and 
v io la te  e very  ru le  in the 
book. Do such institutions 
need to continue when their 
existence m akes no differ­
ence  to  ou r lives. Perhaps 
their only concern now is to 
issue trading licenses:collect 
tolls and exist on a shoestring 
budget without getting their 
books o f  accounts audited. 
Talk about dead w ood in ­
stitu tions! W ho w ill save  
this State is the existential 
dilemma.

Yours etc..
Charisdon Wahlang, 

Via email

Rural schools 
serve multiple 

functions
Editor
R ural sc h o o ls  a re  not 

just ccntcrs o f  education in

India. They a lso  serve as 
venues for continuing adult 
education, state, ccnlral and 
panchayat e lection cam ps, 
emergency ration and relief 
ccntres and cyclone shelters 
du ring  natural calam ities. 
The rural schools a lso serve 
a s  make-shift police stations 
a nd  security  force  cam ps 
under emergency situations. 
Furthermore, they also serve 
as village com m unity cen­
tres, d iscussion  p latform s 
o r meeting places for both 
governm ent and non-gov­
e rn m e n t so c ia l w orke rs , 
m akeshift medical dispen­
saries and rural health camps 
as  well as emergency relief 
and medical support centres. 
Although many o f  these ser­
vices outside the educational 
sec to r have been severely 
c riticized . yet in a highly 
populous country with bare 
minimal infrastructure in re­
mote locations schools serve 
a s  im portant locations for 
social services for the needy 
communities and have to be 
used for those broader social 
roles and responsibilities.

Yours ctc., 
Saikat Basu.

Via email

A rticles and le tters ap ­
p earin g  o n  th is  p age  a re  
the v iew s o f  th e  w riters 
a u th o rs  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

Meghalaya -  
People are also 

corrupt
B y  R t t d i  W a r j r i

L a te ly  a s tro n o m ic a l  
space .be i; in the print me­
dia . electronic m edia. social 
media ctc las been monopo­
lized only by the subject o f  
corruption o f  politicians or 
the popula- m etaphor ‘High 
Level’ . Mezzanine level be­
ing the civil servants o f  the 
G overnm ent. Church lead­
ers have also been dragged 
into the controversy because 
they brokered between poli­
ticians and G od at exclu­
sively arranged prayer meet­
ings before the sw earing in. 
Sparc the politicians for a 
change. 1 Icrc I am w riting 
about those among the cor­
rupt public and the people 
o f  Meghalaya .

Take the last elections. 
K udos to  th e  exceptional 
few who la v e  won largely 
bccausc o f  crow dfunding. 
Otherwise, the money col­
lected froai illegal mining 
.scams . ctc have been well 
spent . W nncrs who ben­
efited from this money pipe­
line were able to buy voters 
in droves . Why? Because 
voters have become easily 
purchasable . A farmer 
w ho worked on my farm 
boasted how he w as given 
a b lanket. agricultural tools 
and 5000 in c ash . My retort 
w as tha t he h im self  had 
said that the cost o f  a calf 
was 20. (00  but his price 
w as 5000. In o the r w ords 
he was cheaper than the calf 
. H e retorted say ing  that 
the entire ’ illagc was being 
bought and he didn’t w ant to 
be a pariah. Polling person­
nel in some constituencies 
had told lie  how money 
was being openly distributed 
to  voters w hile queuing 
for voting and even after 
the voting . T he offices 
and rcsidcnccs o f  som e 
candidates were like open 
houses for eating . drink­
ing and God alone knows 
what other services arc being 
extended . A non- wealthy 
candidate, also an academic
described icr astonishment 
to  m e . the day she filed her 
nom ination. Several calls 
were received from respect­
able community and church 
leaders pieJging to  work for 
her but fo ra  sum o f  money. 
S om e can d id a te s  open ly  
disclosed how constituents 
approached them for money 
ranging from buying books 
for their children to  request­
ing for buses for picnics.

Coming: to  da ily  lives. 
G etting  out o f  the house 
means a  journey in  hyper­
tension. I mean the driving 
culturc. net just the traffic. 
How many drivers o f  ve­
hicles really went through 
the process o f  obtaining a  li­
cense a s officially required? 
The theory as w ell as the 
practical port! Most motor­
ists don’t even know about 
the Z ebra sign o r how  to 
dim the high beam at night. 
Taxis, nuroon buses and 
some private motorists arc a 
law unto them selves. Stop­
ping anyw here . anytime . 
any moment . without a t­
tempting to side the vehicle 
even i f  lliiic is spavv . Tltv 
conflicting signal which is 
always on the right regard­
less o f  directions. So second 
guessing about the vehicle in 
front is a ncccssary skill for 
survival. No parking means 
exac tly  the opposite  • to 
park. Congesting the space 
that m ake; it w orse w hen 
larger vehicles arc moving

Hie hapless pedestrians 
have to squeeze their way 
through. Rule enforcement 
w orks on y under po lice  
presence and at times even 
that fa ils .

I had just retu rned  to 
Shillong after a few decades 
away from my then pristine 
hometown I was construct­
ing my house. Transporting 
m aterial vas a m ajor part 
o f  the process. The idea o f  
acquiring a Mahindra Pick­
up struck n c  especially after 
having inaugurated a couple 
o f  them abroad. Self-driving 
it for a while w as fun but 
qu ite  taxing. So I looked 
around fora  driver. A local 
youngster appeared: I In­
terviewed him and among 
other thing* he also claimed 
to be an orphan and instantly

w on m y sympathy. I then 
instructed him to take the 
w heel o f  the Pick-up and 
asked for his liccnsc. He re­
plied that it had been seized 
by the police a few days ago 
while lie w as officiating for 
h is brother's  taxi. The rea­
son according to him was the 
fauji passengers in uniform 
had carried bottles o f  liquor. 
The police punished him in­
stead o f  the fauji passengers. 
I reacted and asked which 
s ta tio n  th e  po lice  w ere  
from. He said Madanrting. 
I said 'le ts  go there.' The 
O fficer in charge w elcomed 
me. I told him the problem 
and m eanw hile lie hosted 
me with some chai. He got 
his colleagues to search for 
the said liccnsc in a basket 
full o f  seized licenses but it 
w as now here to  be found. 
T hen the experienced offi­
cer siartcd asking my driver 
some questions which were 
quite probing and I realized 
that my driver had cooked 
up a  sto ry  . W hile I took 
leave the officer said that he 
would call me i f  the license 
w as fo u n d .

O utside the police station 
I harangued the young driver 
why he lied to me. Without 
batting an eyelid he changcd 
his story. He said that he had 
paid three thousand rupees 
to  a dalal but had not got the 
liccnsc yet. Again my naive 
milk o f  human kindness led 
me to believe him. He gave 
me the dalal’s number and I 
called and shouted about the 
liccnsc. Two days later my 
d river brought the liccnsc 
with h is photo  but with a 
d ifferent name. A nd even 
m ore shocking w as that it 
w as issued in Manipur. I w as 
dum bfounded for a while. 
Then I surm ised  tha t the 
society had become deeply 
rotten. 1 needed a driver and 
i f  the guy could drive, so be 
it. The bligh ter drove and 
d id  his quota o f  denting and 
scratching o f  the Pick-up.
After a month I gave him his 
salary and thanked him for 
h is services which was also 
a bitter lesson to m e .

The longer I stayed the 
more I learned that obtaining 
a d riving license through 
a  dalal was normal. And 
e v e n  m o re  n o rm al w as 
the bragging about it. And 
som ebody like one  o f  my 
sons who obtained a dris ing 
license  by go ing  through 
the official proccss and was 
tested by the Motor Vehicle 
Inspector (M VI) was ridi­
culed as a  moron.

M y sto ry  is abo u t the 
corrupt and ready to bribe 
public, which concerns the 
Transport Department. It is, 
however, an illustration o f  
the malaise, the vicious eye lc 
and venality in the system. 
T his also applies with some 
variation in public dealings 
with Government D epart­
m en ts like  PW D . U rban 
Department, Excise , Food 
& Civil Supplies , Police . 
M in ing . Power, ctc .

Now my humble request 
to  the churches o f  a ll dc- 
iiuiiiiiKttiuns is to  f its tly , 
p lease  slop  being  h ie ra r­
chical to politicians in the 
church. The then US Presi­
dent Barack Obama and his 
fam ily w ho would occupy 
any vacant scat irrespec­
tive o f  the rows in a church. 
M ore im portantly , do get 
out o f  the box for a  change. 
Som e data about the discon­
nect betw een the spiritual 
Christian faith and the day 
today  prac tica l C h ristian  
faith would help. Conduct 
a polling with secret ballots 
about bribery. 1 am ready to 
draft a b rief questionnaire. 
An apt m om ent for being 
proactive by the Churches 
in this holy week. The Bible 
says that on day 2 after Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, he went 
to  the  T em ple. He found 
the  courts full o f  corrupt 
money changers. He began 
overturning their tables and 
c learing  the Tem ple, say­
ing “ My temple will be a 
house o f  p rayer , but you 
have turned it into a den o f  
thieves" -  Luke 19:46.

A b lessed Good Friday 
and  a Happy Easter greet­
ings to  a l l !
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Science behind experience of 
unexplainable presence

If  y o u ’ve  e v er h ad  Ihc  eerie  se n ­
sa tion  th e re ’s a  p rese n ce  in  the  
room  w h en  you w e re  su re  y o u  

w e re  a lone , y o u  m a y  be  re lu c ta n t to  
a d m it it. Perhaps it w a s  a  p ro fo u n d  
e x p e r ie n c e  th a t y o u  a re  h a p p y  to  
s h a re  w ith  o the rs . O r  m ore  like ly  

it w as som e th in g  in  be tw een  the  
tw o.

U n le ss  y o u  had  a n  e x p lan a tio n  
to  he lp  you  p rocess th e  e x p erience , 
m o s t p e o p le  w ill s tru g g le  to  g rasp  
w h a t h a p p en e d  to  them . B u t now  
re se a rc h  is  sh o w in g  th is  e th e re a l 
e x p e r ie n c e  is  so m e th in g  w e  c an  
u n d e rs tan d , u sing  sc ien tific  m ode ls  
o f  th e  m ind , the  body , a n d  th e  re la ­
tio n sh ip  be tw een  the  tw o.

O n e  o f  the  largest s tu d ies  on  the  
to p ic  w as  carricd  ou t a s  long  a go  
a s 1894. T h e  S ocie ty  for Psych ica l 
R e s e a r c h  (S P R )  p u b lis h e d  th e ir  
C e n su s  o f  H allucina tions , a  su rv ey  
o f  m ore  than  17.000 p e o p le  in  the  
U K . U S  a n d  E urope. T h e  s u rv e y

a im ed  to  un d e rstan d  ho w  c o m m o n  
it w as  fo r  p e o p le  to  h ave  se em in g ly  
im p o ss ib le  v is ita tio n s tha t fore to ld  
death . T he S P R  c onclu d e d  tha t such  
e x p e r ien c es  ha p p en e d  to o  often  to  
b e  d o w n  to  c h an c e  (one  in e v e ry  43 
p e op le  tha t w e re  su rv ey e d ).

In 1886 . th e  S P R  (w h ich  n u m ­
b e re d  fo rm e r  U K  p r im e  m in is te r  
W illiam  G la d s to n e  a n d  p o e t A lfred , 
L o rd  T en n y so n  a m o n g  its  pa trons) 
p u b lish ed  P han tasm s o f  th e  L iv ing . 
T h is  c o llcc tio n  in c lu d ed  701 c ases 
o f  te lepa thy , p rem o n itio n s a nd  o the r 
u n u su a l ph e n o m en a . F o r in stance, 
th e  R e v e re n d  PH  N c w n h a m . o f  
D ev o n p o r t in  P ly m o u th , to ld  th e  
s to ry  o f  a  v is i t  to  N e w  Z e a la n d , 
w here  a  n ig h t-tim e  presence  w arned  
h im  a w a y  fro m  jo in in g  a  bo a t tr ip  
a t d a w n  th e  nex t m o rn ing . H e la ter 
le a rn t th a t a l l  o n  th e  v o y a g e  had  
d row ned .

A t th e  t im e ,  p h a n ta s m s  w a s  
c r i t ic i s c d  fo r  b e in g  u n s c ie n t if ic .

T h e  c en su s w as  received  w ith  le ss  
sc ep tic ism , bu t it s ti ll su ffe red  f rom  
re sp o n se  b ia s  (w h o  w o u ld  b o th e r  
re sp o n d in g  to  such  a  su rvey  except 
those  w ith  som eth ing  to  say). But 
such  e x p er ien c es  liv e  on in hom es 
a c ro ss  th e  w orld , a nd  c on tem p o ra ry  
sc ience  o ffe rs  id e as fcr u n d e rs tan d ­
in g  them .

N o t s u c h  sw e e t d r e a m s  

M any  o f  the  a ccoun ts  S P R  c o l­
lec ted  so u n d  like  hypnagog ia : h a l­
luc inato ry  e x p erien c es tha t happen  
on the  b o u n d a rie s  o f  s le ep . It has 
been  suggested  tha t several relig ious 
e x p e r ie n c e s  rec o rd e d  in  th e  19th 
c e n tu ry  h a v e  a  b a s is  in  h y p n a g o ­
g ia . P re sen c es  h a v e  a p a rticu la rly  
s tro n g  lin k  w ith  s le ep  p a ra ly s is ,  
e xp e rien c ed  by  a round  7%  o f  a du lts  
a t le as t o n c e  in  th e ir  life . In s le ep  
p a ra ly sis  o u r  m usc les  rem ain  frozen 
a s a h a n g o v er  from  R EM sle ep , but 
o u r  m ind  is  a c tiv e  a nd  a w a k e . S tu d ­

ies h a v e  su g g e s te d  m o re  th a n  50%  
o f  p e o p le  w ith  s le ep  pa ra ly s is  report 
e n c o u n te rin g  a p resence .

W h ile  th e  V ic to rian  p re se n c e s  
d o c u m e n te d  by  th e  S P R  w e re  o f­
ten  b en ign  o r  c o m fo r tin g , m od e m  
e x a m p le s  o f  p r e s e n c e  t r ig g e re d  
b y  s le e p  p a ra ly s is  te n d  to  e x u d e  
m a le v o l e n c e .  S o c i e t i e s  a ro u n d  
th e  w o rld  h a v e  th e ir  o w n  s to r ie s  
a b o u t n ig h tt im e  p rese n ce s  from  
th e  P o r tu g u e s e  “ l i t t l e  f r ia r  w ith  
th e  p ie rc e d  h a n d "  (F r a d in h o  d a  
M a o  F u ra d a )  w h o  c o u ld  in filtra te  
p e o p le 's  d rea m s, to  th e  O gun O ru  
o f  th e  Y o ru b a  p e o p le  in  N ig e ria , 
w h ich  w as  be liev e d  to  b e  a p roduct 
o f  v ic tim s  be in g  bew itched .

B u t w h y  w o u ld  an  e x p e r ie n c e  
su c h  a s  pa ra ly s is  c re a te  a fee ling  o f  
p re se n c e ?  S o m e  re se a rc h e rs  h av e  
fo cu se d  on  th e  sp e cific  c h a ra c te r is ­
tic s  o f  w ak in g  u p  in su c h  an  unusua l 
s itu a tio n . M o st p e o p le  f ind  s le e p  
pa ra ly s is  scary , e v en  w ith o u t h a llu ­
c inations. In  2 007 . s le ep  researche rs  
J A lle n  C h e y n e  a n d  T odd  G ira rd  
a rg u e d  tha t i f  w e  w a k e  p a ra ly se d  
a n d  vu ln e ra b le , o u r  in s tin c ts  w ou ld  
m a k e  u s  fee l th re a te n e d  a n d  o u r  
m in d  fills  in  th e  g ap . I f  w e  a re  p rey, 
th e re  m u s t be a p redator.

A no the r ap p ro ach  is  to  look a t the 
c o m m o n a litie s  b e tw ee n  v is ita tions 
in s le ep  p a ra ly s is  a n d  o th e r  types 
o f  felt p re se n ce . R esearch  o v e r  the  
past 25 ye a rs  has  show n  p resences 
a re  no t o n ly  a  re g u la r  p a rt o f  the  
h y p n a g o g ic  la n d s c a p e , b u t  a ls o  
r e p o r te d  in  P a r k in s o n 's  d is e a s e , 
p sy c h o s is , n e a r-d e a th  e x p e r ien c es  
a nd  b e reavem en t. T h is  suggests  tha t 
it 's  un lik e ly  to  be a  s leep -specific  
phe n o m en o n .

M in d -b o d y  c o n n e c tio n

W e kn o w  from  neu ro lo g ica l c ase  
s tu d ie s  a n d  b ra in  s tim u la tio n  e x ­
p e rim en ts  tha t p resences can b e  p ro ­
v o k e d  by  b o d ily  c u es . Fo r e xam p le , 
in  2 0 0 6  n e u ro lo g is t S h a h a r  A rz y  
a n d  c o llea g u es  w ere  a b le  to  c re a te  
a  “ sh a d o w  fig u re"  th a t w as e x p e r i­
e n c e d  b y  a  w o m a n  w h o se  b ra in  w as 
b e in g  e lec tr ica lly  s tim u la ted  in  the 
left te m p o ro p arie ta l ju n c tio n  (T P J). 
T h e  f ig u re  s e e m e d  to  m ir ro r  the  
w o m a n 's  b o d y  p o s itio n  a nd  th e  
T P J  co m b in es in form ation  about o u r

se n ses  a n d  o u r  bodies.
A  se ries  o f  e x p e r im e n ts  in  2014  

a lso  sh ow ed  tha t d isru p tin g  >eople's 
s e n so ry  e x p e c ta tio n s  seem s to  in ­
d u c e  a  fee lin g  o f  p rese n ce  in so m e  
h e a lth y  people. T h e  w a y  th ;  p roce ­
d u re  th e  re se a rch e rs  used  w orks is 
to  trick  y o u  in to  fee ling  a s i f  you  
a rc  to u c h in g  y o u r  o w n  b a ck , by  
synch ron ising  y o u r  m ovem en ts with 
a  ro b o t d ire c t ly  b e h in d  you . O u r  
b ra in s  m a k e  se n se  o f  th e  synch ron i­
sa tion  by  in fe rr in g  tha t w e  a re  p ro ­
d u c in g  tha t se n satio n . The.% w hen  
tha t sy n c h ro n isa tio n  is  d isrup ted  
by  m ak ing  th e  robot touches s ligh tly  
o u t o f  sy n c  p e o p le  can  suddenly  
feel like  a n o th e r  pe rson  is  p resen t: 
a  g h o s t in  th e  m a ch in e . C han g ing  
th e  s e n s o ry  e x p e c ta t i o n s  o f  th e  
s itu a tio n  in d u c es  som eth ing  like  a 
ha llu c in atio n .

T hat log ic  c o u ld  a lso  a pp ly  to  a  
s ituation  like  s le ep  para lysis. A ll ou r 
u sua l in fo rm atio n  abo u t ou r bod ies  
a n d  s e n se s  is  d is ru p te d  in  f ia t c o n ­
tex t. so  it ’s p e rh a p s n o  su rp rise  tha t 
w e  m a y  fee l lik e  th e re  is  som e th in g  
“ o th e r"  th e re  w ith  u s . W c m ig h t 
fee l like  i t ’s  a n o th e r  p re sc ic c . but

rea lly , i t 's  us.
In a  r e s e a r c h  in  2 0 2 2 . th e  r e ­

searche r tr ied  to  trace  th e  s im ilarities 
in p rese n ce s  f ro m  c lin ic a l acc o u n ts , 
s p ir i tu a l  p r a c t ic e  a n d  e n d u ra n c e  
sp o r ts  (w h ich  a re  w ell k n ow n  for 
p ro d u c in g  a  ran g e  o f  ha llu c in a to ry  
p h e n o m e n a , in c lu d in g  p re se n c e ). 
In a l l  o f  th e s e  s i t u a t io n s ,  m a n y  
a sp ec ts  o f  th e  fee ling  o f  a p resence  
w ere  very  sim ila r: fo r e x a m p le , the  
su b je c t fe lt th a t th e  p re se n c e  w as  
d irec tly  b e h in d  th e m . S lee p -re la te d  
p r e s e n c e s  w e re  d e s c r ib e d  b y  a ll  
th ree  g ro u p s , bu t so  w ere  p resences 
d r iv en  by  e m o tio n a l fac to rs , su c h  as 
g r ie f  a n d  b e reavem en t.

D esp ite  its  c e n tu ry -o ld  o r ig in s , 
th e  s c ie n c c  o f  f e lt p r e s e n c e  has 
rea lly  o n ly  ju s t  begun . In th e  e n d . 
sc ien tific  rese arch  m a y  g iv e  u s o n e  
ove r-arch ing  e xp lana tion , o r  w e  m ay 
n e ed  se v era l th e o ries  to  acc o u n t for 
a ll th ese  ex am p le s o f  p resen ce . But 
th e  e n c o u n te r s  p e o p le  d e s c r ib e d  
in P h a n ta sm s  o f  tlie  L iv in g  a re n 't  
p h an tom s o f  a  by g o n e  a ge. I f  y o u 'r e  
y e t to  h av e  th is  u n se ttlin g  e x p e r i­
e n ce . you  p ro b ab ly  kn o w  so m e o n e  
w h o  has. (T h e  C onversa tion )

o f  tim e. M any, post C O V ID  su ffe r from  in so m n ia , b ra in  
fog . a n d  anx ie ty .

A lthough Panch akarm a  has im m en se  health  benefits.
it is  c ritica l tha t fo r  po s t-C O V ID  p a­
tie n ts  the  e n e rg y  level is  c h ec k ed  prio r 
to  pu ttin g  them  on a n y  trea tm e n ts , its 
th e y  a re  tir in g  p ro ce sses  tha t d o  in i­
tia lly  lo w e ro n e 's  energy . Panchakarm a 
p ro c e d u re s  in c lu d e  d e to x if ica tio n  o f  
th e  b o d y . T h is  is a  n e c e s sa ry  s ta g e  
o f  t re a tm e n t a s  th e  d is e a s e -c a u s in g  
m ic ro b cs  b r in g  a  lot o f  to x in s  in to  the  
b o d y  a nd  i f  they  rem ain  in th e  body. 
A yurved ic  trea tm e n ts  c an n o t ad d re ss  
th e  c o n d itio n s  th a t h a v e  m a n ife s te d  
in ternally .

F o r K ap h a -re la ted  lung  in fec tio n s, 
c h est pa in , a nd  in fec ted  p leu ra l c av ities 
th e  p a tien t is trea te d  w ith  H erbal d ru g - 
in d u c ed  vo m itin g  o r  V am ana (one  o f  
th e  d e ep  c lea n s in g  P anc h ak a rm a  p ro ­
c edu res). L ikew ise  fo r gastric  infec tion  
o r  i f  th e  liv e r  o r  pa n crea s is a ffec ted  
p u rgation  is a d v ised . M eanw hile , the  
m a in  p ro ce d u re  fo r  p ro b lem s re la ted  
to  se n so ry  o rg an s like  lo ss  o f  sm e ll o r 
ta s te  is  N asy a  i.e : nasa l trea tm en t.

F o r  th o s e  a f f e c tc d  by  a r th r i t i s ,  
d e g e n e r a t in g  m u s c le s ,  o r  s k in  le ­
s io n s ; V usti o r  in c d ica tc d  e n em a s  a te
p resc rib ed . It is  to  b e  n o te d  tha t th is 
is  no t m e re ly  C o lo n  c lea n s in g  bu t the  
a d m in is tra tio n  o f  sp e c ia l m e d ic in es  
in to  th e  co lo n  and  rec tu m  w h ere  the  
m e d ic a t io n s  in  th e m  a rc  e a s ily  a b ­
so rb ed  in ternally .

A lo n g s id e  th e  P a n c h a k a rm a  p ro ­
c e d u r e s .  s e c o n d a r y  t r e a tm e n ts  o r  
" U p a k a rm a s ”  a re  a ls o  a d m in is te re d  
to  th e  p a tien ts . ’’T h a rp a n a m ”  w h ic h  
is a d m in istered  for the  e y e s  a n d  " K a r- 
n ap u ra n am "  for tlie  e a rs  a re  trea tm en ts  
tha t A yurveda  p resc rib es fo r pa tien ts  
w h o  h a v e  lo n g  C O V ID  c o n d it io n s  
r e la ted  to  these  se n so ry  o rg an s. T rea t­
m e n ts  like  “ N ja v a ra k i/h i"  a n d  " P iz h i-  
c h il”  a lso  a id  in  c o rrec tin g  the  V ata. 
P itta , a nd  K apha im ba lances and  help  
re ju v e n a te  a n d  reb u ild  th e  body  from  

the  in side  o u t.
H erbel m e d ica tio n s  a re  a d m in istered  to  im prove  the  

im m u n e  sy stem . In p a rticu la r, th o se  w ith  resp ira to ry  
trac t issues benefit from  these  p resc rib ed  he rba l m e d i­
c in es b y  im prov ing  th e ir  lung  c ap a c ity  a nd  rem o v a l o f  
e x ce ss  accu m ulation  o f  ph le g m  o r  fib ro ids.

T hese  m e d ic in es  a rc  benefic ia l for th o se  w ith  G I 
trac t issues.

R e g u la r ly  s tr e n g th e n in g  th e  b o d y  w ith  h e rb a l  
p repa ra tions a fte r  a  c o u rse  o f  P a n c h ak a rm a . h e lp s  to  
ke ep  C O V ID  a n d  o th e r  in fec tious d ise ases  a t bay. In 
A yurveda, the  c o u rse  o f  m ed ica tio n  can  last from  th ree  
to  six  m on ths a n d  in  som e  case s  w here  the  pa tien t is 
v e ry  w eak, it is  p resc rib ed  fo r a  year. (lA N S ii/e)

Treating long COVID with Ayurveda

Ev e n  a s  the w o rld  g e ts  in to  rec o v ery  m o d e  post- 
p a ndcm ic . m any p e op le  a re  still g rap p lin g  w ith  
th e  sym p tom s o f  long  C O V ID . A c c o rd in g  to  the 

W H O . i f  you  have rec o v ered  from  C O V ID -1 9  bu t so m e  
s y m p to m s s ta y  stubbo rn , su c h  a s  sh o r tn e ss  o f  b rea th , 
b ra in  fog . and  fatigue, th e  c o n d itio n  is  k now n  a s  long 
C ov id . L ong  Covid sym p tom s a lso  in c lu d e  palp ita tions, 
in so m n ia , gastric  p ro b lem s su c h  a s  b loa ting , acid ity , ir­
r ita b le  bow el, m uscle  w eakness , a n d  m o b ility  issues.

A ny  m ic ro b e  tha t e n te rs  tlie body  c au se s tox ic ity , 
r e su ltin g  in the  im balance  o f  D oshas o r  b io -en e rg ies  o f  
o n e 's  body . O u r  bod ies  a re  p ro n e  to  in fec tious d ise ases  
w h e n  w e  h a v e  a w eak  im m une  sy s te m , a n d  P a ncha­
k a rm a  a lo n g  with o th e r  c u ra tiv e  A yurveda  trea tm e n ts  
h e lp s  to  s treng then  th e  im m u n e  sy ste m . In A yurveda.

th e  Panc liaka rm a  p ro ce d u re  is  u se d  a s  a p rophy lac tic  
to  p rev en t in fec tio u s d ise ases  a n d  inc iden ta lly  c a n  a lso  
h e lp  to  p rev en t a  re lap se .

In th e  c ase  o f  a C O V ID  pa tien t w h o  has te s ted  n e g a ­
t iv e  for th e  v iru s, th e  V aidyas (d o c to rs )  at C G H  E arth 
rec o m m e n d s th e  P anchakarm a  procedu re  to  s treng then  
a nd  fo rtify  th e  body . H o w ev e r, such  p rocedu res  c a n ­
n o t b e  a d m in is te red  so o n  a f te r  recovery , though  o th e r  
A yu rv e d ic  t re a tm e n ts  fo r in so m n ia , anx iety , s tr e s s -  
r e la te d  d iso rd e rs , a nd  im m u n e  b o o s tin g  can be d one .

To d o  th e  P anc h ak a rm a  c lea n s in g  procedu res , it is  
rec o m m e n d ed  to  a llo w  the  b o d y  to  h e a l its e lf  -- for up  
to  sa y  tw o  m o n th s  in  o rd e r  fo r tlie  energy  le v e ls  to  g e t 
back  to  no rm al o r  n e a r  n o rm al. T h is  is  he  sam e  rec ­
o m m e n d a tio n  th a t A yurveda  w o u ld  g ive  fo r a  pe rson

w h o  h a s  und e rg o n e  su rg e ry  o r  som e  se rio u s  illness; 
a  g a p  o f  tw o  o r  th ree  m o n th s  b e fo re  u n d e ig o in g  th e  
P an ch ak arm a .

M eanw h ile , th e  d e g re e  o f  lo n g  C O V ID  sy m p to m s 
va rie s from  patien t to  p a tien t and  the re fo re  the  trea tm en t 
p ro to co ls  v a ry  a s  w ell. T h e  d o c to r  w ill need  to  w atch  
a n d  a ssess  w hen  th e  pa tien t is  rea d y  to  un d e rg o  o n ly  
o n e  o r  m u ltip le  ka rrnas w h ich  a re  p a rt o f  the  P a ncha­
ka rm a  p ro cedu re .

L ong  C O V ID  p a tien ts  su f fe r  from  resp ira to ry  p ro b ­
le m s a nd  a lso  issu e s re la ted  to  th e  g a s tro in te s tin a l (G l) 
trac t, c a rd iac -re la ted  c o n d itio n s , n e u ro lo g ica l c o n d i­
tio n s . a nd  bra in  a n d  k idney  issues. C O V ID  a lso  a ffec ts  
th e  se n se  o rg an s w herein  so m e  p e op le  lose  th e ir  sense  o f  
sm e ll, ta s te , h e aring , and  v is io n  fo r an  ex ten d e d  pe riod
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Discover the hidden gems of India
Wa n t  to  m a k e  y o u r  lo n g  

w ec k ce d  a c tiv i tie s  m ore  
in te resting?  W h y  no t e x ­
p lore  ofT -thc-bcaten-path  locations 

tha t a re  gua ra n tee d  to  th rill y o u  and  
find  In d ia 's  h idden  g e m s?  M a n y  o f  
u s a re  rev ie w in g  o u r  tr ip  c h ec k lis ts , 
d u s tin g  o f f  o u r  bags, a n d  e x p lo rin g  
the  u n c h ar ted  reg ions a s  peo p le  a re  
s ta r tin g  to  w arm  u p  to  tra v e llin g  
o n c e  m ore .

Ind ia  is a  d iv e rse  c o u n try  w ith  
a  fasc in a tin g  past a n d  c u ltu re  tha t 
has  long  cap tiv a te d  v is ito rs . T here  
a re  n u m e ro u s  w e ll-k n o w n  to u r is t 
d e s tin a tio n s  in tl:c n a tio n , bu t there  
a re  a l s o  u n d is c o v e r e d  tr e a s u r e s  
tha t a re  j u s t  ready  to  b e  d isc o v ere d . 
T h e s e  lo c a tio n s , w h ic h  ran g e  from  
A ssa m 's  b rea th tak ing  M ajuli island  
to  H im acha l P ra d esh 's  'M in i S w it­
z e rlan d  o f  In d ia ’, a re  su re  to  send  
y o u r  p u lse  rac ing.

In o rd e r  to  h e  p  y o u  find  In d ia 's  
le sse r-know n  gem s o ver th e  u p c o m ­
ing  long  w eekend . lA N S Iifc  spoke 
w ith  Y atra .com . one  o f  th e  c o u n try ’s 
to p  trave l n g en e  ivy, a n d  p u t to g e th er
a  lis t o f  5 u n iq u e  lo c a tio n s  y o u  s im ­
p ly  m u st v isit.

M A U JL I, A S S A M  

M a ju li is  a  lo w ly  is lan d  tha t can  
b e  found  in  A ssa m 's  B rahm apu tra  
R iver. It is  know n  for its  c u ltu re  
a n d  n a tu ra l beau ty  and  is the  largest 
r iv e r  island  in  the g lobe . T h e re  a re

n u m e ro u s  ind ig e n o u s co m m u n ities  
o n  the  is lan d , a n d  v is i to rs  can  learn 
a b o u t th e ir  trad itiona l w ay  o f  living. 
M aju li is ren o w n ed  fo r its  d is t in c ­
tiv e  design , w ith  m a n y  o f  its hom es 
b e in g  c o n s tru c te d  on  s tills  a n d  fea­
tu r in g  e lab o ra te  c a rv in g s . O n  foot 
o r  by b ic y c le , v is ito rs  c an  to u r  the  
is land  a nd  take  in  th e  b rea th tak ing  
v ie w s  o f  th e  r iv er a n d  th e  su rro u n d ­
in g  landscape.

T ra v e lle r s  to d a y  e n c o u n te r  the  
in c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  c h e c k in g  in to  a 
m o te l fo r  a few  h o u rs  b u t b e in g  
c h a r g e d  f o r  a n  e n t ir e  d a y 's  s ta y  
w h ile  tak ing  in  th e  s ig h ts  a nd  sounds 
o f  a  n e w  location . Fortunate ly . Y atra 
sa v es d ie  d a y  w ith  F lcx i a cc o m m o ­
d a tio n s . T h e re fo re , you  o n ly  p a y  fo r  
th e  tim e spen t a t the ho te l, regard less 
o f  w h e th e r  y o u  rem ain  th e re  fo r 4  
h o u rs  o r  3 d a y s. N ow . v is ito rs  can 
take  a dvan tage  o f  the ir  s ta y s  w ithout 
h a v in g  to  sp e n d  ex tra  tim e.

H A M P I , K A R N A T A K A

In th e  Ind ian  s ta te  o f  K arn a tak a ,
th e re  is  an a n c ie n t se ttle m e n t c a lled
H am pi. It is now  a  U N E S C O  W orld 
H e r i ta g e  S i te  a n d  s e rv e d  a s  th e  
c a p ita l o f  th e  V ijayanagara  E m pire, 
o n e  o f  S o u th  In d ia 's  m o s t p o te n t 
em p ires .

H a m p i is  w e l l-k n o w n  fo r  its  
im p r e s s iv e  ru in s ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e  
1 4 th - c e n tu r y  c h u rc h e s ,  p a la c e s , 
an d  o th e r  bu ild ings. T h e  b u ild in g s '

cause  it is  h o m e  to  nu m e ro u s u n ique  
a n d  e n d a n g e re d  sp e c ie s  o f  p la n ts  
a nd  an im als . T h e  N ag a  p e o p le , w ho 
h a v e  lived  in  the  v a lley  fo r  g e n e ra ­
tions . h a v e  a  d is tin c tiv e  c u ltu re  tha t 
v is ito rs  c an  e x p er ien c e  w h ile  trek ­
k ing  a nd  c a m p in g  there .

T rav e lle rs  o c ca s io n a l ly  p lan  and  
re se rv e  th e ir  u p c o m in g  tr ip  w h ile  
fully  a w a re  tha t th e se  p la n s  cou ld  
still b e  d e ra ile d  by  s ic k n es s  o r  any  
o th e r  c h a n g e  in  t r a v e l  itin e ra ry . 
Y atra  s te p s  in to  s a v e  th e  d a y  by  
g iv in g  th e ir  c u s to m e rs  the  o p tio n  
o f  " ca n ce lla tio n  p ro tec tio n ."  w hich  
e n a b le s  th e m  to  a l te r  th e ir  f lig h t 
p lans o r  req u e s t a c o m p le te  refund  
on d o m e s tic  f ligh ts  w ith o u t incur­
rin g  a n y  c an c e lla tio n  fees.

Ind ia  is  a  na tio n  filled  w ith  su r­
p rise s . to  su m  it up. W h a t a re  you  
s ti ll  h o ld in g  o u t  fo r’? I t 's  t im e  to  
m o v e  p a s t th e  c o m m o n p la c e  and  
in v e s tig a te  the  e x tra o rd in a ry !  E x ­
p e rie n ce  In d ia ’s h id d e n  g e m s and  
m a k e  e x p e r ie n c e s  th a t w ill la s t a 
life tim e . T h e s e  u n u su a l lo c a tio n s  
a re  g u a ra n te e d  to  m a k e  y o u  fee l
a live  a nd  ren e w e d , w h e th e r  y o u 're  
lo o k in g  fo r  a d v en tu re , peace, o r  ju s t 
a  c h an c e  to  g e t a w a y  from  the  city. 
P a c k  y o u r  bags a n d  em bark  on an  
u n fo rge ttab le  trip  to  d isc o v er  In d ia 's  
le sse r-know n  gem s. Y our e x ten d e d  
w e e k e n d  h a s  ju s t  b e c o m e  m u c h  
m o re  th rilling ! (/A N SIi/e )

e la b o ra te  c a rv in g s  a nd  s c u lp tu re s  
can  b e  adm ired  a s  v isito rs tou r the  
ru in s  on  fo o t o r  by  bicycle .

H am pi is  a fan tastic  loca tion  to  
s a m p le  reg io n a l cu is ine  and  South  
Ind ian  c ustom .

K H A J J IA R , H IM A C H A L  
P R A D E SH  

K hajjiar is a  sm all tow n located  in 
th e  d is tr ic t o f  C h am ba  in  H im acha l 
P radesh . It is o ften  referred  to  a s  the 
‘M in i S w itze rlan d  o f  Ind ia ’ because  
o f  its  s c e n ic  b e a u ty  and tra n q u il 
su rro u n d in g s . T h e  tow n is  s itu a te d  
a t a n  a ltitu d e  o f  6 .500  fee t a n d  is 
su rro u n d e d  b y  lush green  m e ad o w s 
and  d ense  forests. V isito rs c a n  en jo y  
tr e k k in g , h o rse  r id in g , a n d  o th e r  
o u td o o r  a c tiv itie s , o r  s im p ly  relax  
and  soak  u p  th e  natural be au ty  o f  
th e  a re a . K h ajjia r  is  t l s o  h o m e  to 
m any  a n c ie n t tem p les  and  h is to rica l 
m o n u m e n ts  tha t o ffe r  a g lim pse  in to

th e  to w n ’s  r ich  c u ltu ra l he ritage . 

G O K A R N A , K A R N A T A K A  

G o k a m a  is  a sm all tow n  located  
on  th e  c o ast o f  K arnataka . It is w ell- 
know n  fo r  its im m ac u la te  beaches 
and  la id-back  a tm osphere , m ak in g  it 
a  favou rite  sp o t fo r back p a ck e rs  a nd  
to u ris ts  try in g  to  g e t a w a y  fro m  the 
hustle  a n d  c o m m o tio n  o f  c ity  life . 
M a n y  h is to r ic  s h r in e s ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  L o rd  S h iv a -d e d ic a te d  M a h a -  
ba le sh w a r  T em ple , c an  be  found  in 
G o k a m a . V is ito rs  c an  u n w in d  on 
on e  o f  th e  to w n ’s stu n n in g  beaches 
an d  en jo y  su n b a th in g , y oga  o n  the  
sand , a n d  o th e r  a c tiv itie s .

D Z U K O l)  V A L L E Y , 
N A G A L A N D  

In  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  N a g a la n d , 
the re  i s a  h idden  g e m  calle d  D zukou  
V alley. W ith  its g e n tly  ro llin g  h ills , 
ve rd a n t w oods, a n d  c le a r  s tre am s.

it is  ren o w n ed  for its  b re a n ta k in g  
na tu ra l beau ty . T h e  v a lley  i s a  w ell- 
lik e d  v a c a tio n  sp o t fo r those w ho 
e n jo y  th e  o u td o o rs  and  w ild life  b e ­

‘Star - Gazing’
B y  P t. A ja l B h a m b i Su n d a y, A P R IL  9, 2023

■Birthday Forecast'
Moon opposite Venus 01 your solar return chi ft and it wll give exotng results. 
You wil have a fovorabe phase in yourcareerlbusiness. You wll remjn quite 
actkeln chanu we and tooal act n tes. You will have no shortage o( funds Your 
income wll alto grow. voo wll minage your work load w«l. Some vital work* 
oI yours will git done. In your profession you w It work with a comrtmnt and 
come up to the eif#ctx*>n of one and all You will be meetng some VIP al 
Of a chance. You will hive loving rtiitcos wth your partner Your leadership 
qualities will get reflected >n you personalty. You will look aller you r family well 
Your earrings will also ncrease You shall be able to fulfill your promises made 
to others. Students wll gel admission in institutes/careers of their choice. Any 
invettntnt at e*s Juncture may give you good returns later on.

‘This week for you’
Aries : (March 21 - April 20) This wee* your dignity, respect and fame will 

grow ty leaps and bounds Youwillbethefocutofattractonand 
taking poeitof discussion. Your bosses will behighiy impressed 
wefiyeu. You colleagues wil also perform every task in office 
after c*ntult*ig you. You wil also gjde them weft There wll be 
stabiliV i« your job,business. Your efforts for acquiring money 
wUibewccessful.Thewhdewneperloddurtngthtweekwillbc 

^  sucoetsacMving YourgovcmmentrelatodmaecrwiJigammo- 
menti* Al pensioners wll get their dues. You wilt be victorious 
■n comt cates. You r self cmMmc* wiu be t*gh You may rece ive 
fte rewards in the form of monetary benefits or gOlt.

Taurus : (April 21 • May 21) This week win bring mixed results for you.
You wil have seme tncky issues to deal with at your workplace. 
Your bmiy problems wil take time to get rescued. It • now for 
you to decide what is best for you You could be asked to a*> 

C sumo leadership ro<eat your work and Piero be no d*at*i of 
supporters loo Your hea!*i may bo a cause of worry bul you will 
manage Pie things well Your financial angle wiflget stronger. In 

•I *a youroKicetheatmospherowillremalncongenlai intovtmatters 
don’t tike any decision by being emotional. Your superiors will 
approbate youforgrealachieveinent You wll move ahead wi* 
a positve outlook. Wsiorc will drop in and you wil remain busy 
in welcoming them.

Gemini : (May 22 • June 21)Things are ag*n appearing bright. The 
planetary siuaton will once again become favorable. You will 
be buy In prayers and meditation. You wil Kso recede the 
tt*ss<«gi of your eiders. Youwil take tcme concrete docsions 

m l  in youi business. You naeght get inspired with new ideas. There 
J t l K  arechancesof*ucces$inbu$lntts.Yoursoc>alc>'Ci«wllle>pand 
A n n \ .  You wil make new plans for making money. Whatever work you 

wM thhk of. will get done with ease. You wil dscharge all your 
resporsifeltes wen and you financial side win be strong A lot 
©ftimewli be spent in readngsome enlightening and in terestng 
sublets YouwUaisopianiobuyaproperTyorvchcte.Youwlll 
do you work with lot of dedicate and sincerity:

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) You wil go on a business trip. Money gains 
are indcated. Your work win also pick up. You win also perform 
wel al your work and wwi the support of your colleagues. You 
win be in two minds about a busr.osvjob proposal You wd bo 
a Mlo toubtfui about the whole thing. Just apply your common 
sense ind take a decision best suited for you. Your heal*i will 
mprove. You will have nomoney problems You will also con tact 

people with similar ideologies and find lotof support. You wil 
consul an expert and hotddscuss»ons with himher on financial 
matters Youwlimakenewfivestnenuafterlotofdtf'beration. 
You wM enjoy wonderful bonding with your mate. Students will 
perform weN in stud«s.

Leo : (July 23 - August 23)Time is gold and wc need tovafue it-You will 
beappauded all around. You will consider yourself fortunate and 
win ge: the b*c*<ig of your bosses. You will get happiness and 

v  bliss ia family ties. You wil also bring positrre changes in your 
habit and behavior. Amval of guests is on the cards HcjWi 
of fantfy members need to be taken care off Property dvision 

■* < 7  matte rtwilget re solved wih someone's inkrventcn.love birds 
wW enjoy perfect bondng A family gel together or party wil take 
piace You wil work more harder during the second half of week, 
Pie mere rewards and benefits you wil get for *. Joy win come 
in the tamlly. Ttae win be favorable for you 

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)The graph ofyour career will go up.
YouwiarMchthepeakolyourcareer.YouwiiuseyoupolenMis 

( l /  to its test Your contacts with big people wil start giving you 
lot Of benefits. All potential jobs wll be completed smooMy and 

< 9* gr;ph of your fnanciai status wUi also be stable. You will

#

fdfil HI of your res pons ibiibes and duties. Y(u will enjoy good 
under* tandng with your spouse. You win also rake good money 
and your Income wH rise People wil observe your capacities 
and potential. Your money whieh had been sbuck fc* a whle in 
the past win return to you. You ml also cinch t nanoaUbusiness 
deals. You will receive a pleasant news tom somewhere.

Libra : (Septembor 23 - October 23) It wm be a favcrabie time period 
tor you You wll have monetary benefits Yoi win bo humtfe, 
imaginatve and emotional. Your targets will get completed You 
will bo a Innovator and w*n implement new idtas and thoughts. 
You wil make a mental blue print d  work tha need to be done 
and win focus on it You need to avoid men« tension in you 
workandcooperalewithyoucol leagues. You iiill come uptothe 
expectations of your bosses. You will be havinj monetary gains. 
The lady luck wiiiswvie on you. Love mites wn enjoy wonderful 
bon dngand under* tandfeelngsofeachotherfoudomestlcMe 
will be stable. You wH get support of you fanily members.

Scorpio : (October 24 • November 22) Some ffwuyhts wil be going 
inyouiftndtomakethlngsbelter Youvnflsuelybeamb«ms 
You will not accept any subordnate position. You intent wil be 
high and you wil establsh you supremacy over others. You 
will be a hard task master and wit not tolerate any lnd#Offrne 
You coidd get a promotion in your job or a new job offer. You 
business too wll flourish. Whatever field you are In. you win 
an at the top. You wll be a very self respectrg person and win 
resist being ob^ed by others. You wll love wur independent 
nature and desist working under any one. tou need to keep 
your expenses wider control The trouble between pie spouse 
wtlibosoVed.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - Decomber 21 )lnsenice, the pressure 
wlllbefor achiev>nglhe»signodtarge ts You tosses win ha velot 
of expectations from you. You wn no« rely on your suborainates 
and wll try to finish you work sogie handed̂ . H you work in a 
method cs1 and planned way, you may achieve the desired suc­
cess. You forties wll be on the rite. You business too wil 
nourish You wil make new investments but vith lot of caution 
Be very carefiJ about giving your money as you may never get 
It back. Health oI an elderly fam.'y member via be a Cmm of 
worry. You wll share wonderful bonding with your partner. You 
will also start work on your new plans and protects. Students 
will continue doing wel

Capricorn : (Occombor 22 - January 20)YouwUcompeteyouwork 
with sincerity: You will also achieve name and fane and wil 
have direct conversation with the pec{K. You wil have much 
more authority than before You wil also have a favorable tme.

,  Finandaly you win be a lot stronger. You wil get a property
from your tamlye<dert At home, the »jspi«Kis functions wil 

■ K  continue. You wil have a swell tine. You wil iso spare tine to 
Q [ / /  s<t wici your parents, guardans or tenors, ’our noWe deeds 

may fetch an award or g* tor you. Dispute vn brothers wil 
get resoVed. You terms with bosses win reeian perfect You 
will erw a very progressive phase *i your Me. You may start a 
partnershipbusiness to enhanceyoubusiness fieldwhich shal 
prove qute fruitfU m every way.

Aquarius: (January 21 • February 18)Youwillconthue to add people 
to your network Your work pdtrtlai w.l aho increase You 
efforts win be lucked wih the blessings of your bosses. You 

_ will perform wel You wil continue to Increase your know«edge
2* . and skits. You wil be busy In your everybocy activities. Give 

J V i   ̂ tome tme to the family from your buty schedules. The tension 
about the results of the examination wll overtome. You win get 
back you Hocked money. Ausplciout even vrtn Uke place 
The economic sde will remain strong. The toe is favorable for 
positive resets in fund-related actvities

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20« wil prove to be a mixed wee* A 
worry fi at wa s n iggl ng yo u since a long tme wH come fo an end. 
You wil not compronvto with your setfrespecatanycosl You 
i ncome wil increase. People wil res pectyour views. You will have 
totra vel regarding you work You rrigNbeavKlim of conspiracy. 
In matters of money use you nnteiî ence and logictfyouhave 
gi venatointosome one. the re areliBle chi nos of recovery. You 
neeo to oe prepareo to searcn (or solutions, tou neoo so read 
so me knowtedgeenhancmglteratue or books Guests wiUarrive 
at your home. There wil be worries regarding your children or 
other lankly members. But you wll manage it wen

Young Kashmiri content creator 
on mission to revive language

In  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  m a n y  a r e  
fo rg e ttin g  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e ir  
m o th e r  to ngue , o n e  yo u n g  c o n ­

ten t c re a to r is  on  a  m ission  to  rev iv e  
th e  K ashm iri language .

M u n e er  A hm ad  D ar. a n a tiv e  o f  
K hag  in cen tra l K ash m ir 's  B udgam  
d is tr ic t, is  d e te rm in e d  to  b ring  back 
th e  c u ltu ra l r ich n e ss  o f  the  va lley  
th ro u g h  h is  c o n ten t in  pu re  K ash ­
m iri language .

K now n by  h is  so c ia l m ed ia  h a n ­
d le  " M u n e e r  S p e a k s" , th is  y o u n g  
v is io n a ry  h a s  c a p tu re d  th e  h earts  
o f  p e o p le  o f  a ll a g es , b o a stin g  o v e r  
3 .0 0 .0 0 0  fo llo w ers  o n  soc ia l m edia  
and  o v e r  3 .03 .000  su bsc ribers  on  his 
YouT ube c h an n e l. “ M r  K oshu r” .

A cc o rd in g  to  D ar. h is  cap tiva ting  
c o n te n t in c lu d e s  e v e ry th in g  from  
ex tra c t in g  ‘N adur* (L o tu s  S tem ) in 
D al L ake  to  sh o w ca s in g  th e  se v en -  
s to r e y  h o u s e . * T ilw e in -e - W a n \ 
a n d  e v en  m a k in g  ‘Pulhor*  (g ra ss  
slippers)!

M u n c c r 's  u n iq u e  a p p ro a c h  o f  
c re a tin g  c o n ten t s o le ly  in K ashm iri 
language  lias ga in ed  h im  a  sp e c ia l

au d ien c e , h e  sa id .
H is v id e o s g et m illio n s o f  v ie w s 

and  e n g ag e m en t, m a k in g  him  th e  
on ly  c o n ten t c re a to r  in  K ash m ir to  
p ro d u ce  c o n ten t in  th is  la rg u a g e. 
M u n e e r  has  b e c o m e  a  house h o ld  
n a m e , no t ju s t  in  th e  v a l l iy ,  bu t 
a cro ss  the  g lobe .

D u rin g  th e  2021  lockdow n . M u­
n e e r  in it ia te d  the  ‘R e v iv c K o sh u r’ 
cam p a ig n , c re a tin g  a  se ries  o f  30 
v id e o s rec itin g  'S h a lo o k  (S h ru k ) ' 
o f  S h e ik h -U I-A lam  eac h  day. w ith  
t r a n s la t io n s  in to  U rd u  to  e n s u re  
w id e r  u nd e rstan d in g .

T h e  s e r i e s ,  h e  s a id , g a rn e re d  
im m e n se  p o s it iv e  feedback  from  
v ie w ers  on  so c ia l m e d ia , in sp iring  
M u n e er  to  c o n tin u e  h is  m ission .

“ W ith  th e  h e lp  o f  h is  rese arch  
te a m . M u n e er  e x p lo re s  un k n o w n  
p la ce s in th e  valley , speak ing  abou t 
th e i r  c u l tu r a l  im p o r ta n c e  in  th e  
K ashm iri la n g u ag e ."  h e  said.

H is c o n te n t is  re se a rc h -b a se d , 
and  he  is  g ra te fu l to  h is  team  for 
th e i r  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  h is  v is io n . 
M u n e e r  a d m its  th a t  h e  in it ia l ly

stru g g le d  to  speak  in K ashm iri la n ­
gu a g e  o n  c am era , but w ith  p rac tice , 
h e  has  ho n e d  h is  sk ills , b e co m in g  a 
p ro m in e n t speaker.

M u n e er  se es  h is  c o n ten t a s  h is  
c o n trib u tio n  to  soc ie ty , h o p in g  tha t 
fu ture  g e n e ra tio n s w ill le am  from  
h is  v id e o s, p rese rv in g  the  c u ltu ra l 
h e ritag e  o f  th e  valley . H e e m p h a ­
s iz e s  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  sa v in g  the 
lan g u ag e , c u ltu re , a nd  trad itio n s o f  
th e  reg io n  a nd  in v ite s  o th e rs  to  jo in  
h im  in h is  m ission .

M u n c cr’s  v ideos a re  a ll  sho t w ith 
a  sm a rtp h o n e  a n d  a re  sho rt in  d u ra ­
tio n . rec o g n iz in g  th e  a tten tio n  span  
o f  so c ia l m ed ia  use rs . H e be lieves 
tha t social m ed ia  has c re a te d  institu ­
tio n s  in  in d iv id u a ls  g loba lly , tak ing  
h is  m e ssa g e  to  e v e ry  h o m e  a cro ss  
th e  g lo b e .

M u n e er e n co u rag e s  yo u n g  c o n ­
tent c re a to rs  in  th e  va lley  to  focus on 
th e ir  g oa ls , w ork  h a rd , a n d  pursue  
th e ir  passions. H is in sp irin g  w ork  is 
a  tes tam en t to  the  p o w er  o f  d e te rm i­
na tion  and  d e d ica tio n  in  p rese rv in g  
c u ltu ra l h e ritage . (IA N S)
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Indigenous People’s gift 
to the World

“Time flies over us, but leaves its 
shadow behind. ”

— N a t h a n i e l  H a w t h o r n e

_______ T he S h illo n g  T im es_______
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Poaching as politics In lig h t o f  the cu rrcn t "  . . . . . .  .
1 elima(c crisis, hopes appear />>’ H H  M O i lr m e I I

IN  th e  m n - u p  t o  th e  p a r l i a m e n t  p o l l s  a  y e a r  from ;,n unlikely section o f  -------------------------------------------------------------
h e n c e ,  th e  c u p  o f  w o e s  f o r  th e  C o m p re s s  is  !hc tvvorld * population, that

, . . . .  ind igenous people,
n e a r - l u l l  a lso  a s  th e  B J P  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a  k i l l e r  People who were often cailcd
in s t in c t  to  f in ish  i t  o f f .  R a ja s th a n ,  w h e r e  e l e c -  savages and lived in a place

. c a lle d  u n d e v e lo p ed  now
lions are expected before this year-end. lias sent xcm  loshmv ,hc hmv
o u t  a  f re s h  d a n g e r  s ig n a l  a s  s e n io r  C o n g r e s s m a n  their way o f  life w hich  is

Sachin Pilol has announced a fasl against the | mtaiTng
A s h o k  G e h b t  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  lo n g  “ in a c t i o n ”  the climate crisis,

a g a i n s t  th e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  th e  p r e v i o u s  B J P  T |iv « Uo n ^ r t h 0f
g o v e r n m e n t .  M o r e  th a n  th e  B J P , th i s  w o u ld  Even though millions o f

em barrass the C ongress pany  and the CM. % $ % % £ £ £ % % ,
r e in f o r c in g  th e  h u g e  g u l l  t h a t  e x i s t s  b e tw e e n  live in a  territory that cover*

G c h lo t  a n d  th e  4 5 - y c a r - o ld  le a d e r  w h o  w a n t s  to  ? ho.ut 2^ .%  o f  lhc wor,‘J s
, , / '.x .  e  land surface with a  popula-
b e  th e  n e x t  C M . T h e  g a th e r in g  o f  a  f re s h  s e t  o f  ,jon 0 f  370 million only, arc
c lo u d s  o v e r  d ie  C o n g r e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  s ta r te d  ,hc custodian o f  about so  %

w i th  th e  c u r r e n t  p r e d ic a m e n t  o f  R a h u l G a n d h i ,  w ith  just a small popuhuiori
w h o  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  p a r ty  in  comprising less than 5% o f

lh c  2 0 2 4  p a r l i a m e n t  p o l ls .  A  t w o - y c a r - ja i l  t e rm  iMng°IljUs u q £ S f t o c
h a n g in g  l ik e  a  D am o c le s *  S w o r d  o v e r  h is  h e a d ,  w orld 's total land surface,

R a h u l  c a n  n o m o r e  b r e a th e  e a s y  d e s p i te  th e  h u g e

r e s p o n s e  h e  ’.von  d u r in g  th e  B h a r a t  J o d o  Y a tra . conserving the biodiversity

Q u e s t io n  n o w  is . w h o  w ill  k n i t  th e  C o n g r e s s  l ^ / n o n h e S ^  'ion ofl'hc
p a r t y 's  w a y w a rd  a n d  a s p i r in g  l e a d e rs  t o g e th e r  country is also known as a
i n to  o n e  c o h e s iv e  w h o le  -  a  p r e r e q u i s i te  to  c f -  blo^ 'vcrsity hotspot.
.  , , , .  , , 1 Inc  question that follows
f e c ti  v e ly  ta k e  th e  f ig h t  in to  th e  e n e m y  t e r r i to r y  js why and how can this imp-
e v e n  o n  a  s y m b o l ic  n o te . !*"- H°wr are the indigenous

. people able to protect the rich
T h e  B J P  k e e p s  p la y in g  m o r e  t r ic k s  o n  th e  biodiversity in their rcspcc-

C’o n g r c s s  w i th  a  n e w  f re n z y .  C o n s i d e r  th e  e a s e  ,ivc regions? ifranks to the
. . . . . .  . .  , indigenous people and local

w i th  w h ic h  it  g o t  C o n g r e s s  v e te r a n  A K  A n to n y  s  c om m unities w ho a re  the
s o n .  A n i l ,  in to  th e  B J P  s h a m in g  th e  C o n g r e s s  world's biggestconscrvation-

. . .  „ __, . . .  ,  ists, more than 30 percent o f
p a r ty  t o  i t s  b o n e s .  C l e a r ly ,  A n i l  w a s  n e v e r  a  : „ K M n h .s  |and m m
le a d e r  a n y w h e re .  H e  l iv e d  o n  th e  r e f le c te d  g lo r y  are already conserved. The 

o f  h is  f a th c r a n d  f u n c t i o n e d  f ro m  its  s id e l in e s  to World Conservation Mom-
p r o m o te  th e  C o n g r e s s  s o c ia l  m e d ia  c a m p a ig n s ,  toring Centre ICCA Consor-
m o s t ly  a u a in s t  P M  M o d i a n d  t h e  B JP . N o w , h e ’s «jpw estimates suggest

J c  that Indigenous peoples and
in  B J P ’s  p o c < c t. l a u g h in g  o u t lo u d  a n d  s in g i n g  local communities conserve
p r a i s e  o f  M o d i. O r ,  c o n s id e r  th e  w a l k o v e r  o f  a t least a fifth o f  all land on

. . .  earth. UN sources state that
f o rm e r  A P  c h ie f  m in i s te r  K ir a n  R e d d y  to  th e  there are currently about 476
B JP . H e  w a s  f e e l in g  q u i t e  u n e a s y  a s  h e  h i m s e l f  mil,ion indigenous people in
. . . . .  r* the w orld in 90 countries,
h a d  p r c s i d e c  o v e r  th e  b u r ia l  o f  th e  C o n g r e s s  -y^ey | j vc and occupy ap-
p a r ty  in  th e  T e lu g u  la n d s c a p e  a f t e r  a c t in g  a s  th e  proximatcly a quarter o f  the
, . ^  c  ■ ■ . » r» .1  world's land and water. The
la s t  C o n g r e s s  c h i e f  m in i s t e r  in  A P  u n t i l  2 0 1 4 .  arca holds about 85
H e  f lo a te d  a  p a r ty  to  c o n te s t  th a t  y e a r ’s  a s s c m -  o f  the w orld’s biodiversity,

bly polls there, tailed to get even a single seal. ,‘Lrefore bT™ fi°5lc
v a c i l l a te d  fo r  a  w h i le  a n d  w o rm e d  h is  w a y  b a c k  keepers o f  the biodiversity.

10 lhc Congress in 2018. Now. his disillusion- Inifc
m c n t  is  th a t  & a h u l C ia n d h i d o e s  n o t  k n o w  h o w  "The future o f  our planet

to  ru n  th e  p a r ty  a n d  w a s  n o t  ta k in g  ‘a d v ic e ’ f ro m  JlCs 111 mdl£cn£ u* ' v.;?-vs 01, 1 • °  living on the karth , says
e ld e r s  l ik e  h im . B y  h o i s t in g  a  d e a d w o o d  l ik e  Jon Waterhouse. Indigenous
K ir a n  R c d d v  a s  th e  p o s te r  b o y  f o r  th e  B J P  in  l>C0P l«  Scholar at the Or-
, _  , , ’ . . , ogon H ea lth  a nd  Sc icncc

t h e  T e lu g u  s ta te s ,  th e  s a f t r o m s t s  m ig h t  p e rh a p s  U niversity and a N ational
b e  m a k in g  a  l a u g h in g  s to c k  o u t o f  th e m s e lv e s .  G eographic Education Pel-

. , , , .. low Emeritus and Explorer.
H e r e  S th e  b ru ta l  p o l i t ic s  Of e x p e d ie n c y .  W  h c th e r  Waterhouse also says “As a
t h e  B J P  a n y  lo n g e r  h a s  a n  id e o lo g y  to  u p h o ld ,  global community, we have

lost our way: wc forgot what
IS a  SCriOUS q u e s t io n .  „  mtfans to have a relation-

Anil Antony is no prize catch 
for BJP in Kerala

Sangh Parivar’s 
tinkering won’t fetch 

Christian votes
By P. Sreekumaran

An exercise in 
obfuscation

Editor.
T his has reference to a 

letter w ritten by Salil Gc- 
wali on April 6. 2023 titled 
“ Is humanity under threat” 
(sic) pertaining 10 the wide­
spread violence across the 
country on Ram Navami. an 
auspicious Hindu religious 
occasion.

First, a few notes on Mr 
G cw ali’s mendacious per­
spective  o f  the vio lence. 
In going through the first 
paragraph o f  h s letter, an 
unsuspecting reader would 
be inclined to observe, how 
auspicious and innocuous 
Hindu festival goers were 
subjected to dc ibcratc and 
te rro riz in g  v iolence. The 
stone pelting was even per­
petrated by women and chil­
dren. he states.

The gerrym andering o f  
ground reports and numerous 
news agencies documented 
by both governmental and 
independent soirees here is 
quite clcar. Here is a b rief o f  
what actually transpired.

In D elhi's Jahangirpuri, 
despite police denying per­
mission to go through a mi­
nority locality. »iolcnt right 
wing Hindutva groups with 
f lags, arm s, speakers and 
makeshift temples, violated 
policc pennits and screamed 
in minority neighbourhoods 
threatening and terrorizing 
them w ith expletives and 
violence.

In Aurangabad in the wee 
hours o f  the morning, hun­
d reds o f  right-wing Hindu

b ik e rs  sc ream ed  th rough  
a m inority neighbourhood 
causing  a terrify ing sense 
o f  fear especially amongst 
women and children.

In Mathura, viral videos 
o f  saffron flags deliberately 
posted on Jama Masjid creat­
ed tension and violence there. 
In Baroda, in the Fatchpura 
arca. stones were thrown at 
masjids and homes o f  Mus­
lims followed by expletive 
filled hate speeches against 
m in o rit ies  b y  rig h t-w in g  
thugs arm ed w ith sw ords, 
knives, sticks and guns.This 
pattern was repeated in Tc- 
lengana. Jharkhand. U ttar 
P radesh  an d  many o th e r  
s ta tes in North and North 
West India.

O f  all these rioting inci­
dents and w caponi/ing  the 
name o f  God. the common 
threads were arms. fear, ter­
ror. hate speeches, calls for 
genocide and hum iliation  
o f  the minorities, be it the 
M asjid o r the Church and 
o f  course v io lating  policc 
permitted routes. So much 
for an oblique reference to 
appeasing a specific com ­
munity for fascistic reasons. 
In The Rise and Fall o f  the 
Third Reich. William Shirer 
writes -  " . . .  By 1931 Hitler 
had gathered around him  a 
band o f  fanatical ru th less 
men who helped him in his 
Final d rive  to power. The 
S.A . (S tu rm A btc ilung) or 
the Brownshirt storm troop­
ers was but a mob -  good 
enough for street fighting... 
its purpose had now been 
served". The parallelism o f 
thie h istoric  recurrence ie 
fascinating.

And now last but not the 
least - Howrah. West Bengal 
abo u t w hich  Mr. G cw ali 
refers to Mamata Bancrjcc, 
who he says, “quickly rubbed 
salt into the wounds o f  the ag­
grieved people,” the incident 
took p lacc in Kay.ipada, a 
Muslim locality where Hin­
dus and Muslims have been 
living together in peace for 
decades, participating in each 
other’s  festivals for genera­
tions. Even the Times o f  In­
dia. a noted pro-goveminent 
media house reported that 
1000 ra llies  w ere carricd  
out by violent and militant 
H indutva groups carry ing  
arms and flags with speakers 
blaring profanity-filled hate 
speeches against minorities. 
Ms. Banncrjec condemned 
the incidents and pointed to 
an a n n y  o f  goons brought 
in from outside the state to 
creatc mayhem and terror in 
Howrah. This has been bomc 
out by subsequent facts, ar­
rests and disclosure by these 
saffron goons. Mr. Gcwali 
then continues lo accuse her 
o f  “appeasing specific com ­
m unities” . T his "appease­
ment”  nairati vc in general, o f  
course, is a familiar narrative 
o f  specific organizations for 
years.

A s a d isclosure and by 
any stretch o f  imagination. I 
am  not a  fan o f  TMC neither 
o f  Ms. Bancijcc. however, 
there is a critical aspect that 
Mr. Gcwali failed to men­
tion. perhaps with reason, 
and that is the impeccable 
credentials o f  Ms. Bancijcc 
in m aintaining cquidistancc 
amongst followers o f  all reli­
gious practitioners in Bengal.

ship with the land.”  It is how­
ever not easy to understand 
the complex relationship that 
the indigenous people have 
with nature. The indigenous 
relationship is much deeper 
than just conservation. The 
indigenous way o f  life is not 
only  liv ing  in partnership  
with nature b it it has to do 
w ith  the holistic re la tion ­
ship that people have with 
nature.
Importance of the traditional 

knowledge system
Indigenous communities 

the world o v a  lived in isola­
tion. Often. i‘. was because 
they live far from the crowd 
that they are able to protect 
their biodiversity. They pro­
tect theirbiodi.ersity bccausc 
fo r them living in balancc 
with nature is crucial for their 
survival. H cm cacloscrlook 
at their way c f  life vis a  vis 
the environment, it is  found 
tha t th ey  possess know l­
e dge  tha t con n ec ts them  
with the nature around them. 
Their traditional knowledge 
about changcsin the weather 
pattern and other elements 
which influence the ecosys­
tem they live in is appreciated 
by many.

In villages people  still 
have traditior al knowledge 
which helps item  predict the 
w eather and decide on the 
lim e they should sow  their 
seeds o r  p la n  their crops. 
They arc abk* to read the 
signs in nature by reading the 
changes in the plants or even 
in the way birds sing  and 
insects make their sounds. 
These biological indicators 
have held th en  in good stead 
and recently during the lock- 
down due to ;hc CoVID-19 
pandemic, their knowledge 
o f  indigenous wild edibles 
helped them survive the pan­
demic.

T he living na tu re
The first rations people 

sh a re d  an o th e r  com m on 
value that animals, p lants, 
and the spirits o f  nature arc 
alive. Humans are not seen
a:; separate from nature but
as part o f  the earth; humans 
arc as important as animals, 
and plants and they share a 
very elose kinship relation­
ship with their fellow beings. 
Hunting o r fishing is done in 
calculated ways taking into 
consideration their breeding 
and eating habits. In Jaintia 
hills, people would not go 
fishing when the fish were 
breeding and in the past when 
people hunt, they perform  
rituals that go with it. and 
obcisancc was paid when the 
animal was caught.

In the indigenous con­

cept. humans arc not seen as 
superior to nature, o r rather 
nature docs not exist to serve 
hum ans. H um ans arc sup­
posed to live in peaceful co ­
existence with fellow beings. 
The idea that nature  exists 
to serve humans is foreign 
to the  indigenous people. 
They believe everything in 
nature coex ists to support 
one another and not to serve 
the other. The word is coex­
isting not scrvicc as service 
is a capitalist idea that sees 
every th ing  m easurab le  in 
money term s o r everything 
can be monetised. In a tradi­
tional contcxt, the human re­
lationship with nature is  both 
profound and complex.

Indigenous people 
a re  th e ir  enemy

In the g lobal scenario , 
indigenous people find them­
selves on the front line o f  
the attack by industrial ag­
riculture and logging. Their 
ancestral lands were seized 
for industrial purposes and in 
the process destroyed the bio­
diversity in these areas. Their 
mountains and rivers which 
they considered sacrcd were 
exploited often leaving hills 
barren and rivers polluted.

W hile  in  m any c ase s , 
the environmental terrorism 
against the indigenous people 
w as ex ecu ted  by  o u tsid e  
forccs. in some cases like in 
M eghalaya, it was carried 
out by the indigenous people 
them selves. No law o r no 
amount o f  enforcement can 
succccd in preventing the de­
struction o f  the environment 
when the people themselves 
are  hell-bent on destroying 
nature.

O u r rela tionship  
with o u r  values

In the case o f  Meghalaya 
the question is when wc have 
chosen to detach ourselves 
from our relationship with 
nature: can we still call our­
selves the indigenous people? 
W hen wc only see natural 
resources as som ething to 
exploit, the question is what
kind o f  relationship do we
have with nature. Can wc 
still call ourselves indigenous 
people when the relationship 
between ourselves and nature 
has broken?

The Sixth schedule which 
is supposed to protect us is 
used to exploit land and riv­
ers for the benefit o f  (Ik  few. 
The A utonom ous D istric t 
Councils which are empow­
ered to protect our culture, 
tradition, rivers and kind are 
more often than not misused 
to serve the few. ADCs are 
now seen as just another gov­
ernment agcncy and not insti­

tutions that were empowered 
to protect the rights and the 
way o f  life o f  the indigenous 
people o f  the state. The need 
o f  the hour is to go back to our 
rich culture which includes 
living a morally upright life 
and living close to nature.

Indigenous values 
Traditional values o f  the 

p e o p le  co m p rise  liv in g  a 
morally upright life, a  car­
ing and sharing community, 
and having a close relation­
ship with nature. This value 
system is intricately woven 
in to  p e o p le ’s w ay  o f  life 
and it em bod ies the three 
cardinal principles o f ‘ka tip 
bricw tip blci. ka kamai ia ka 
hok. b;ul ka tip kur lip kha.’ 
which literally translates to 
'know  man’, know god. live 
righteously, and respect one’s 
relations both on the father’s 
and m other’s side.’ The gen­
eral purpose o f  a tribal way o f  
life is also caring and sharing 
’ka bhalang uba bun balang' 
o r ‘ka bhalang ka im fang' 
which translates to ‘common 
good or w ell-being o f  a ll.’ 
The o ther im portant value 
are ‘ban bat ia ka burom ka 
akor (to  hold on to propriety 
and honour). Ban bat ia ka 
nia ka jutang, ka shikynticn 
ka hok (word o f  honour) and 
u thylliej ksiar. u thyllicj rupa 
(upholding the honour o f  the 
spoken word).

The tribals consider nature 
o r the earth their mother (mci 
ram cw ) and it is a lso  the 
dw elling p lacc o f  ‘ki ryng- 
kaw ki basa' or the deities o f  
nature. They consider rivers 
and m ountains the ir gods: 
hcncc have a vciy profound 
relationship with nature. The 
question is why have people 
not only lost thcirculture.but 
have sadly d istanced them 
from their roots.

The indigenous people still 
have a way o f  how they man­
age their natural resources and 
it is  now for flic government 
to recognise the practice and 
make use o f  the wisdom. 

U rgent need for 
an NRM policy 

T he s ia te  g o v e rn m en t 
needs to think outside the 
box  and  com e up w ith  a 
Natural Resources Manage­
ment policy, which is based 
on the strength o f  the people’s 
way o f  life. When the world's 
richest country, the G7 arc 
looking at the lessons they 
can leam from die indigenous 
people to conserve at least 30 
percent o f  their land and rivers 
by 2030, the state o f  Megha­
laya with a huge population o f 
indigenous people needs to go 
back to its roots and come up 
with lessons they can offer the 
world in combating climate 
change and that will be our 
gift to the world.

^ m
Civil Scrvicc Examinations 
arc highly sought-after ex ­
am s and both  a rc  equally  
impoitant for candidates who 
are interested in serving the 
State and the nation in various 
capacities. However, with the 
close proximity in the dates 
o f  both the exams, this may 
cause a conflict for many can­
didates w ho are taking both 
exam s and have given the 
UPSC exam  ccntrc  outside 
the state.

Therefore, I request the 
M PSC and conccrncd  a u ­
thorities in the Government o f  
Meghalaya to kindly look into 
the matter and reschedule the 
preliminary exams o f  MPSC 
so  that the bonafidc aspiring 
candidates from the State are 
not deprived o f  sitting  for 
cither o f  the exams.

I understand that chang­
ing the date o f  the exam may 
cause som e inconvcnicncc, 
but I believe that the long­
term benefits for the State and 
the people will far outweigh 
the short-term inconvcnicncc. 
I am confident that the MPSC 
and the Government o f  Me­
ghalaya can find a solution 
for the welfare and benefit 
o f  a ll the c and ida tes w ho 
are appearing for both these 
exams.

Yours etc., 
A concerned aspirant.

Name withheld on 
request

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they arc sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

The Bharatiya Janata Par­
ty (BJP) thinks it has made 
a prize catch by getting the 
elder son of senior Congress 
le ad e r  A K A ntony. Anil 
Antony to oin the party. But 
the ground reality being what 
it is. the party will realize 
sooner than later, that such 
tinkering won't fetch the saf­
fron camp Christian votes.

The party may have won 
the perception battle for the 
present. Hk  real battle on the 
ground is however, tougher. 
Party leaders are trumpeting 
that A nil's entry  will trig­
ger an c x id u s . espec ially  
o f  young leaders, from the 
C ongress ;am p to the BJP 
bandwagoi. That is highly 
unlikely.

True, the BJP is pulling 
out a lt the stops to ensure 
the support o f  minorities in

Kerala lo win at least few 
scats in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
clcctbns. Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi h im self has had 
meetings with Christian lead­
ers. The Christian-w ooing 
stem s from the realization 
that without the support o f  
m inorities, the  BJP w on’t 
be able to nakc its presence 
felt in Kerala in the parlia­
mentary polls in 2024. Anil 
A n to n y 's  entry , the party 
believes, will mart: the be­
ginning o f a rethink on the 
part o f  the Christian com ­
munity. which has been back­
ing the Congrcss-icd United 
D em ocratic  Front (U D F) 
and. the CPI(M)hcaded Left 
D em ocratic  F ron t (L D F ) 
until now.

But Anil is not even a po­
litical lightweight in Kerala 
politics . He began h is as­
sociation with the Congress 
o n ly  in 2019 by w orking 
with the party’s Digital M e­
dia  Cell. Later he became 
chairman and then A lC C ’s 
media ccll coordinator. But 
ft Isa  fact (hat even Congress 
leaders were not happy w ith 
his pcrfonnancc. Being the 
son o f  A K Antony was the 
sole U S P cf Anil. He has no 
independent political base in 
the State. This being the case, 
the BJP’s hopes that Anil w ill 
be able to attract a big slicc o f  
young Congress voters lo (he 
BJP w on't fructify.

Despite lhc BJP leaders’ 
vigorous wooing lhc Chris­
tian com m unity in Kerala 
continues lo be wary o f  the 
saffron leadership. Attacks 
against the community con­
tinue unabated in various 
parts o f  th; country. It may­
be mentioned that the Jantar 
M antar in N ew  Delhi saw 
a  m assive protest by vari­
ous Christian organisations 
against such attacks. These 
attacks will have to comc to a 
halt before the Christian vot­
ers start gravitating towards 
the BJP. 'Ihat has not hap­
pened despite the claim s o f  
BJP leaders that such attacks 
arc only isolated incidents. 
The BJP leaders will have to 
walk the ta  k before the party 
gain the trust o f  the Christian 
community.

I hat said, it must be stated

that the Congress has been 
taken by surprise by Anil’s 
joining the BJP. His father 
is, o f  course deeply hurt by 
the son’s ‘political perfidy’ 
as some Congress leaders 
put it. Bui he has said (hat it 
w as a wrong decision which 
lias pained him beyond men­
tion . But he w ill rem ain  
with the Congress and die a 
Congressman, the Congress 
stalwart asserted.

M ean w h ile . A n to n y ’s 
younger son. Ajit Antony has 
frowned upon his brother’s 
action. A jit said Anil will 
bccomc a victim  o f  BJP’s 
usc-and-discard policy. In 
support o f  h is  c laim , Ajit 
referred to the fate which 
has befallen metro m an C 
Srecdharan. The B JP has 
turned its back on the metro 
man after he lost the elec­

tion to the Lok Sabha. Ajit 
p o in ted  o u t. H e a lso  a l­
luded to the plight o f  other 
Congress leaders like Tom 
Vadakkan who crossed over 
to the BJP. Even Alfons Kan- 
nanlhanain is in limbo these 
days. T he best coursc for 
Anil, therefore, is to return 
to the Congress camp. Ajit 
opined.

Be that as it may. the 
Congress must undertake 
serious introspection in the 
w ake o f  A nil’s exit from 
the party. The main reason 
for the C ongress’s vulner­
ability to poaching by BJP 
is the ideological dilution 
the party has suffered. It is 
a sad fact that in its anxiety 
to outsm art the BJP. the 
Congress has embraced soft 
H indutva w ith d isastrous 
results. It has resulted in the 
minorities, both Christians 
and M uslim s, leaving the 
Congress-led UDF. Conse­
quently. the party-led front 
paid a heavy price by losing 
the 2021 assembly elections. 
The perception that the Con­
gress lacks the stom ach for 
a full-fledged fight against 
the forccs o f  communal ism 
grow ing. It has also caused 
a rethink at least in a  sec­
tion o f  Muslims that when 
it comes to battling the BJP. 
the CPI(M)-led LDF the best 
bet. The LDF alone has the 
political will and organiza­
tional strength (o hall (he 
o nw ard m arch o f  saffron 
forces. I f  (he Congress con- 
(inucs (o wallow in its ideo­
logical am bivalcncc. then 
greater and faster gravitation 
o f  Muslims towards the LDF 
is inevitable.

T h is  b e in g  the harsh  
reality , the C ongress has 
no option but to regain its 
ideological vigour and or­
ganizational strength. The 
sooner the party bends its 
energies in pursuit o f  this 
goal, the better. Failure to 
do so would only hasten the 
party’s political irrelcvancc. 
And that can only result in 
the BJP gaining traction and 
heft in a State steeped in the 
secular ethos. A consumma­
tion secular forccs cannot 
afford at this crucial political 
juncture. (IPA Scrvicc)

This vital omission and his 
accusation o f  appeasing spe­
cific communities smacks o f  
superciliousness. H e ought to 
do his homework and discov­
er how Durga Puja. Eid and 
Christmas are celebrated w ith 
inter-participation irrespec­
tive o f  religious affinity in 
Bengal -  until o f  coursc this 
Ram Navami incident. By 
the way there are numerous 
reports o f  Mudim neighbours 
helping Hindu families and 
vice versa ir. the H owrah 
rioting.

And that is the sign  o f  
humanity. Nc w c have not 
lost it ycl.

“W hen an opponent de­
clares ‘1 will not comc over 
to your side’. 1 calmly say, 
'Y our child  belongs to us 
already.... Wl at are you. you 
w ill pass on. Your descen­
dants. however, now stand 
in lhc new camp. In a short 
tim e, (hey w il know- noth- 
ing else but iris  new com ­
m unity". Spcech by A dolf 
Hiller, Novem ber ft. 1933. 
T he rem aining portion o f  
Mr. Gcwali’s cucr is classic 
obfusca(ion.

Yours c(c., 
K;lsang Trinlay.

Via email

Reschedule 
MCS exam

Editor,
Through your esteem ed 

newspaper. I would like to 
h ighlight a crucial m atter 
pertaining to lhc Meghalaya 
Civil Scrvicc Preliminary Ex­
amination (February 2022). 
T he aforementioned exam i­

nation has been scheduled 
on 27 May 2023. T his was 
announced by the M egha­
laya Public Scrvicc  C om ­
mission (M PSC) on 6 April 
2023 vide memo no. MPSC/ 
Ex-C /22 /2021-2022/128. I 
would also like to highlight 
that the Civil Services Exam­
ination (CSE) (Preliminary) 
o f  the U n ion  Public  Scr­
vicc Commission (UPSC) is 
scheduled for 28 May 2023. 
which was announced way 
back on 01 February 2023 
vide Examination Notice No. 
05/2023-CSP.

There arc several bonafidc 
residents o f  Meghalaya who 
arc undergoing coaching and 
preparing  for these exams 
(UPSC and MPSC) outside 
the stale in cities like Delhi. 
Hyderabad. Kolkata. Chen­
nai and B angalo re  (som e 
for many years). The choice 
fo r (he UPSC prelim inary 
exam  c cn trc  fo r m any o f  
these aspirants would be the 
citics in which (hey reside in 
for (he purpose o f  preparing 
for (he exam, ihat is. citics 
located outside the stale o f  
Meghalaya.

Given that the time differ­
ence between the last paper 
o f  lhc  M PSC prelim inary  
exam  on 27 M ay and  lhc 
reporting time for the UPSC 
preliminary exam on 28 May 
is only around sixteen hours, 
it would be next to im pos­
sib le  fo r candidates taking 
the M PSC exam ination  in 
Shillong o r  Tura to travel 
outside the state and make it 
for the UPSC-CSE examina­
tion on 28 May 2023.

Both the MPSC and UPSC
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Railway as bogeyman
A L L  th e  s ta te  c a p ita ls  o f  th e  N o rth  E as t w ill  so o n  

b e  c o n n e c te d  o r  a re  a lre a d y  c o n n e c te d  by  ra ilw a y s  

b c c a u se  o f  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  th a t th is  m o d e  o f  c o m m u ­

n ic a tio n  afford*, to  th e  o rd in a ry  c itiz e n  w h o  c a n n o t 

a ffo rd  to  ta k e  a  f lig h t to  d if f e re n t d e s t in a t io n s . T h e  

fac t is  a l s o  th a t t r a n s p o r ta tio n  o f  g o o d s  w ill b e  th a t 

m u c h  c h e a p e r  a id  le ss  d a m a g in g  to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t 

th a n  is  h a p p e n  n g  to d a y  w ith  tru c k s  lin in g  u p  a ll 

a lo n g  th e  Jo rab a t to  S h illo n g  s tre tch . G o v e rn m e n ts  in 

th e  p a s t h a v e  sh o w n  n o  s p in e  in  im p le m e n tin g  w h a t 

is  in  th e  g re a te r  ̂ o o d  o f  th e  p e o p le  o n  th e  fra g ile  p le a  

th a t th e  r a ilw a y s  w ill  e n c o u ra g e  in flux . In flux  h a s  

b e e n  th e  b o g e y m a n  th a t h a s  s ta lle d  th e  r a il  p ro je c t 

f o r  h a l f  a  c e n t ir y .  A  g o v e rn m e n t is  e le c te d  b y  th e  

p e o p le  to  g o v e rn  ju d ic io u s ly  a n d  to  ta k e  d e c is io n s  

th a t a rc  in  th e  pu b lic  g o o d . N o  p re s su re  g r o u p  c an  

h o ld  a  g o v e m n  e n t to  r a n so m  i f  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  fo r 

th e  c o m m o n  c itiz en  fa r  o u tw e ig h  th e  f e a r-p sy c h o s is . 

T h e  is su e  o f  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  r a ilh e a d  c a n  c o m e  

a s  f a r  a s  B y rn ih a t a n d  e v e n  b e y o n d  s h o u ld  n o t be  

h i ja c k c d  b y  o ne  o r  o th e r  g ro u p . T h e  S ta te  h a s  m a n y  

s ta k e h o ld e r s ,  in c lu d in g  b u s in e s s  p e rso n s  w h o  n e ed  

to  b e  c o n su lte d  and  w h o se  v ie w s  a ls o  h a v e  to  p rev a il 

w h e n  th e  G o v e rn m e n t d e c id e s  to  tu rn  d o w n  w h a t is 

s e e n  a s  a  v ia b le  p u b lic  s e rv ic e .

R a il t r a n s p o r t is  c h e a p e r  th a n  a i r  tr a n s p o r t  a s  

f a r  a s  p a s se n g e r  tr a v e l is  c o n c e rn e d . W h ile  s e v e ra l 

t ru c k s  a re  n e ed e d  to  t r a n s p o r t g o o d s , r a ilw a y s  c an  

c arry ' h u g e  q u a n titie s  o f  g o o d s  f ro m  o n e  d e s tin a tio n  

to  th e  o th e r  a n d  w ith  le s s e r  u se  o f  fu e l a n d  th e re fo re  

w o u ld  re d u c e  i r a n s p o r ta t io n  c o s ts .  T h e  r a i lw a y s  

c a n n o t c h a rg e  a rb itra ry  c o s ts . I f  th e re  is  a n  in c re a s e  

in  th e  tra f f ic  o r  fre q u e n c y  o f  th e  ra ilw a y , th e n  it is 

im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w ed  b y  a  c o n s id e ra b le  d e c re a s e  in 

fa re  o r  c o s t. It i s h ig h ly  e c o n o m ic a l in  te rm s  o f  u se  o f  

la b o u r  to o . It ta<es o n ly  o n e  p e rso n  e a c h  a s  a  d r iv e r  

a n d  g u a rd . T h is  is  su f fic ie n t to  tr a n s p o rt m o re  lo a d  

w h e n  c o m p a re d  to  a n y  o th e r  t r a n s p o r t se c to r.

T h e  c a r ry in g  c a p a c ity  b o th  in  te rm s  o f  p a s se n g e rs  

a n d  f re ig h t, o f  t i c  ra i lw a y s , is  q u i te  la rg e . O n e  e v e n  

b e t te r  th in g  is  tha t th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  r a ilw a y s  i s  e la s t ic  

b e c a u s e  th e  c a p a c ity  c a n  b e  in c re a s e d  e a s ily , a s  p e r  

r e q u ire m e n t ,  by a d d in g  m o re  c a r r ia g e s  o r  w ag o n s . 

In  M e g h a la y a  th e  c o s t o f  t r a n s p o r ta tio n  fo r  g o o d s  

p ro d u ce d  in  th e  sta te  w o rk s  ou t q u ite  h ig h  a n d  a d d s  to  

th e  c o s t o f  th e  a g ric u ltu ra l a n d  h o r tic u ltu ra l p ro d u c ts  

th a t th e  S ta te  p ro d u c e s  in  p le n ty . F a rm e rs  w ill  b e  th e  

d ire c t  b e n e f ic ia r ie s  o n c e  th e y  a re  a b le  to  tr a n s p o rt 

th e ir  g o o d s a t  a  c h e a p e r  c o s t. A lte rn a tiv e ly , w h e n  th e  

c a r ry in g  c o s t  fo r fo o d  p ro d u c ts  s u c h  a s  r ic e ,  w h e a t 

e tc . ,  fro m  o u ts id e  to  th e  s ta te  b e c o m e s  c h e a p e r  it is  

th e  c o m m o n  c itiz en  th a t be n e f its . R a ilw a y s  th e re fo re  

a re  a  w in-vvin  s itu a tio n  fo r  e v e ry o n e . S o  w h y  th e  

r e s i s ta n c e ?

Time to recalibrate the 
State Planning Board

A fter h a lf  a cen tury  o f  
Meghalaya, for a large seg­
ment o f  her citizens, there 
is no case  o f  living. Look 
any which way, the c itizens’ 
daily grind for meeting basic 
necessities o f  life has barely 
changcd. This is true across 
the state. Leave alone mral 
areas, even in  Shillong, pal­
pably there is no guarantee 
o f  ge tting  equ itab le  w ater 
in taps. 24x7 pow er supply, 
dependable prim ary  health 
care  facility , basic ed u ca ­
tion system, good roads and 
public transport system , lo 
name only a few. T his is the 
cum ulative cflcci o f la c k  o f  
long-term  p lanning  based  
on a citizen-centric policy 
framing—a task reposed on 
the  S ta te  P lann ing  Board 
w hose ro le  la rgely  stands 
devalued today. In fact, look­
ing a t its non-performance, it 
will be hard to dism iss critics 
who call the Planning Board 
"a highly dccorated wooden 
horse that is taking the suite 
now here". Indeed, there is 
som eth ing  te rrib ly  w rong 
with the system.

It's a pity that the Planning 
Board has been converted  
into a political rehabilitation 
cen tre. T he pattern  o f  a p ­
pointm ent o f  chairpersons 
o f  the Board over the past 
few decades will butta'ss this 
conjecture. In 1972. w hen 
Meghalaya cam e into being, 
the first c h ie f minister Capt 
W .A.Sangm a w as h im self  
the chairm an o f  the Board, 
im p ly in g  th e  im p o rta n ce  
o f  planning for the nascent 
sta te . C apt Sangm a hand- 
picked som e thinking minds 
to frame policies on how  the 
state should be run. The trend 
continued until 1981 when 
B.B.Lyngdoh assum ed the 
oflicc after relinquishing the 
C M 's  post under the "SO­
SO" pow er sharing deal w ith 
C apt Sangm a. E ver sincc  
no se rv ing  C M  has taken 
the  ste erin g  w heel o f  the 
Board thereby dilu ting  the 
importance o f  cftcctivc long­
term planning. White a num 
ber o f  cx-C M s (D .I).Pugh, 
D .D .Lapang. PA .S angm a. 
Salscng M arak) donned the 
oflicc. in 2000 even an ex- 
M LA  (B .G .M o m in )  w as 
appointed a s  its chairman! 
W hat is m ost striking, how ­
ever, is that a host o f  political 
appointees have conveniently 
packed the Board. A number 
o f  additional posts, like Co- 
chairman, Deputy Chairman 
etc.. w ere created merely out 
o f  political expediency.

An op a q u e  Board
There would have been no 

issue with such appointments 
had the Board done justice  to 
the weighty task o f  planning 
for the sta te 's development. 
Somehow, the functioning o f

B y  M anas Chaudhuri

the Board has seldom come 
into public g^zc. U nlike in 
the  form ative years, w hen 
the press would be wclcomc 
to w itness the proceedings, 
over the decades, the scrutiny 
o f  the output o f  the Board 
has gone out o f the window. 
C om plete opacity seem s to  
have cngulfcc it. After two 
decades o f  silence, in De­
cem ber 2021, ihc Board was 
in the new s fo-all the wrong 
reasons. A ruling coalition 
MLA (Saleng Sangma) made 
a  frontal attack on the Board 
for its utter failure to  pcr- 
tonn. In a hard-hitting letter 
to  C h ie f  M in s te r  C onrad  
Sangma, the Ijgislator, who 
w as then holding the post 
o f  Deputy Chairman o f  the 
Board, w anted it dissolved on 
account o f  its abject failure. 
T he CM responded promptly 
by  rem oving the chairm an 
(L am bor M aligniang) and 
appointing one o f  his party 
m en (A b d u s  S a le h ). T he 
point one is trying to  make 
is  tha t in the process, the 
Planning Board has become 
a revolving do.ir for politicos

Evcr>' d is tric t w ould  have 
its micro planning exercise 
done under the chairmanship 
o f  the Deputy Commissioner 
w ith all MLAs belonging to  
the district as members. The 
decentra lized  and  district- 
specific  focus im m ensely 
helped in com ing out w ith a 
flurry o f  recom m endations 
for the state body to incor­
porate.

C hinese  exam ple 
Tlie value o f  good plan­

ning can be quite astonish­
ing. T he critically acclaim ed 
Chinese long-term planning 
is  a case in point. C hina 's  
Yunan Prov ince , ly ing  in 
the rem ote south-w est cor­
ner adjoining M yanmar, is 
considered to  b e  the  most 
"backw ard"  reg ion  o f  the 
D ragon N ation . A ston ish ­
ingly, Y unan’e capital c ity o f  
Kunming w ears ihc looks o f  
a metropolis bedecked with 
high-rise buildings, flyovers, 
six-lane roads, expressways, 
public facilities o f  interna­
tional standards e t a l- - th e  
like o f  which is unthinkable 
anyw here in the Northeast.

“It s  a  p ity  that the Planning Board has been 
converted into a  politica l tvhabilitation centre. 

The pattern o f  appointm ent o f  chairpersons 
o f  the Board over the past fe w  decades 

will buttress this conjecture. ”

and thereby rendering p lan­
ning the first casualty.

The exceptions 
T h e  o n ly  e x c e p tio n  is 

p e rh a p s  th e  p e r io d  u n ­
d e r  B .B .L y n g d o h  a n d  
P .A .S angm a w hen  th ings 
w ere visibly happening and 
everybody  took the Board 
w ith a ll seriousness. By a 
fair degree, P.A. Sangm a's 
s tew ardsh ip  a f  the  Board 
will be remembered for the 
unflagging attention to  de­
tails while defining the thrust 
areas ond making sure that 
the decisions were based on 
g round realities. T he elder 
statesm an, w lo  w as a hard 
task master, undertook tours 
o f  the districts, held m eet­
ings both wiih public and 
the serving officers and saw 
to it that the (decisions were 
incorporated in the state plan. 
P. A. Sangma made sure that 
ihc Press lean- accompanied 
him  during his tours o f  the 
d istricts. This ensured that 
the public was kept informed 
about the new initiatives o f  
the Board. This is how the 
subsequent Planning Boards 
should have functioned. Also 
gone arc the  District Plan­
n ing  B o a rd s  th a t e x is te d  
d u rin g  the  70 *s a nd  80*s.

The languid city  Kunm ing 
would remind us o f  Shillong 
on a day o f  Bandh--sparse  
pedestrians, scanty vehicles 
on the streets and unhurried 
life—  w hich seem ingly do 
not justify  the huge invest­
ment on infrastructure. Ask 
any Chinese person, they will 
tell you that their country 's 
p lann ing  m antra  is  no t to 
think o f  today's requirements 
but to plan ahead for the next 
25 years!

W hile  the  C hinese  e x ­
am p le  m ay be  too od ious 
in the  context o f  the devel­
opm ent o f  M eghalaya, the 
underlying m essage o f  the 
value o f  effective planning 
can hardly be missed. Surely, 
it is tim e for rebooting the 
Planning Board. The trick is 
to identify the core areas o f  
developmental thrust for the 
next 25 years. A perspective 
plan needs to  be in placc to  
de term ine  w here  the sta te  
wishes to  be by 2050. Dur­
ing the first ha lf  a century, 
the state got bogged down 
because  o f  m yriad social, 
p o lit ic a l a n d  g o v e rn a n ce  
issues. I t 's  tim e  to  tu rn  a 
new  leaf. Let the  Planning 
Board craft a road map by 
addressing the basic issues

that a flcct the lifc o fth c  man 
on the  street. C onten tious 
issues like railway connec­
tion. augm enting a ir travel 
facilities, which are capital 
intensive, o r even industrial 
activities per se, do not help 
much in making living easy 
for the hoi polloi.

The Planning Board will 
have to  think ou t o f  the box 
in solving tlie pressing issue 
o f  th e  b u rgeon ing  tra ffic  
snarls in Shillong. W hile the 
government o f  the  day had 
shortlisted am ple measures 
for decongesting the  over­
crowded Capital town, there 
was no mention o f  creating a 
King Road around Shillong. 
T his singular step bears the 
potential to  take the traffic 
load o f f  the a rterial roads 
o f  Shillong. W hile  on the 
subject o f  roads, discerning 
c itizens will be dism ayed by 
the lack o f  foresight o f  our 
planners T a lc  tin* «*x»mpli’ 
o f  the arterial road leading 
to  New Shillong Township. 
I t 's  a te llin g  com m entary  
that this important road is a 
m ere tw o-lane road, when it 
should have been a t least a 
four-lane read in anticipation 
o f  a  rise in traftic. That in 
ju st two decades, the govern­
ment is com pelled to  widen 
the road, should bring home 
the lack o f  foresight o f  tlie 
planners.

Buffer Zone
It is never too  soon for 

the p lanners  to  s e rio u s ly  
consider the idea o f  creating 
an econom ic buffer zone for 
facilitating free trading and 
commercial activities some­
w here in the foothills o f  Ri 
Bhoi c loser to  the plains o f  
Assam. The buffer zone can 
a lso  help in  dccongcsting  
Shillong and at the same time 
o ffer new business opportu­
nities for local entrepreneurs. 
It can also turn into a hub for 
trading on agri-horticultural 
produce o f  M eghalaya. The 
area can also be  considered 
for locating new professional 
colleges like medical o r e n ­
g ineering co lleges, private 
universities o r niche institu­
tions. Being a Sixth Schedule 
area, the idea can be a win- 
w in for all, only i f  planned by 
cutting all corners. Railway 
connection o r not. the buffer 
z one  can becom e the new 
hot spo t fo r g row th  aw ay 
from the uplands and eloser 
to  a bustling G uwahati. the 
gatew ay to the northeast.

It is aptly said that " I f  we 
fail to plan, wc plan to  fail” . 
M eghalaya cannot afford to 
fail her people any m ore. It's 
time to plan for the future and 
get out o f  the n it o f  merely 
living for today.

The writer can he  reached  
at manas9chaudhuri@gmaH. 
com

Retrospective 
Implementation 

o f Roster 
System

Editor,
T he im plem enta tion o f

the  R oster System  in the 
S ta te  R eservation  Po licy  
w ith retrospective effect has 
deeply affec ted die unem ­
ployed youth o f  one region 
o f  the state w ith a gain for 
the other region o f the same 
state. H ere I fully support 
the  s ta n d  o f  the  po litica l 
party Voice o f  th ; People’s 
Party (VPP) together with 
the voice o f  other NGO’s like 
the KSU. HYC forputting on 
hold the jo b  recruiimcnt pro­
cess through the MPSC until 
the matter o f  the Reservation 
Policy is  d iscussed in the 
State Legislative Assembly. 
But the M P SC ’s N otifica­
tion dated April 6 .2023  has 
fixed the tentative dates for 
c onducting  w ritten exam s 
for many posts, right from 
the Meghalaya Civil Service 
(M CS) to the L DA exam s for 
various departments o f  the 
S tate  G overnm ent. H ence 
a s a concerned ci.izen I am 
d eep ly  pa ined  to see  that 
m any w ritte n  exam s w ill 
be conducted in the coming 
month without rectifying the 
ill effects o f  the implemen­
tation o f  the lostci system .
Here, as a conccncd  parent. 
I request the G overnm ent 
a nd  the  M PSC to tem po­

rarily halt the recruitm ent 
preccss until the concerned 
m atter has been cleared. 1 
also request all the political 
parties to com e on board on 
this issue in the interest o f  
the state and its people.

Yours etc., 
Name withheld on request.

Via entail

Arbitrary 
parking fees
Editor,
I recently went to Umroi 

Airport to pick up m y rela­
tives who had landed there. 
In less than 10 m ins o f  my 
arrival their flight had landed 
and  w c w ere  p ro ce ed in g  
ou t o f  the a irport by then. 
W hat surprised us w as the 
exorbitant parking fee. We 
were asked to  pay Rs 50 per 
vehicle. That amount was not 
the problem. The problem is 
that w c w ere given a  receipt 
a fte r  p a y in g  th e  am o u n t 
demanded. This is a matter 
o f  concc rn  a s  it invo lves 
transparency and  account­
ability. When I dem anded a 
receipt, the person collecting 
the money replied in a harsh 
tone that they do not issue 
any receipts.

I would like to know  from 
the  A irpo rt a u th o ritie s  i f  
they have entrusted anyone 
to  collect that amount. If  so. 
why don 't they instruct the 
parking fee collector to  is­
sue a proper receipt for the 
amount paid?

A lso why don't the Air­
port authorities have prop­
e r  s ignagcs regard ing  the 
am ount o f  payment required 
to  be made for parking de­
pend ing  on the  leng th  o f  
tim e a vchicic is parked. I f  
fees are collected, why aren't 
the to ilets , approach roads 
e t al properly m aintained? 
W hy a re n 't these  persons 
co llecting the parking fees 
not in proper uniforms? Are 
they really people entrusted 
by the  A irpo rts  A u thority  
o f  India (AA I) I to  collect 
such fees?

T h e  a irp o r t  a u th o r i ty  
should look into these m at­
ters a s early a s possible so 
that it m akes the visit to  the 
aiq^ort a pleasant and memo­
rable experience.

Yours etc., 
Casper Tariang, 

Via email

CrPC, IPC&  
Evidence Act 
need changes
Editor,
A fter the judgm ent deliv­

ered by Surat court against 
Rahul Gandhi in a defam a­
tion ease with tw o years im ­
prisonment being im posed, 
there arc trem ors across the 
nation. A s a resu lt o f  the 
judgm en t R ahul G andh i's  
Lok Sab ha scat has been 
declared vacant. H ere it is 
w orth noting that under Sec­
tion 499/500 maximum pun­
ishm ent is for two years and

Rahul Gandhi w as sentenced 
to  tw o  years punishm ent. 
M o reo v e r, as p e r  m ed ia  
reports this is the first time 
sincc  the inception o f  the 
sedition law that any person 
had been awarded punish­
m ent fo r two years. Sincc 
then it is  a matter o f  debate 
a s  to  w hether de fam ation  
c lauses should be  covered 
u n d e r C rP C  o r  th e  C iv il 
Procedure Code.

In the same way Section 
12 4 -A is  a :o n tro v e rs ia I  
clause which was frequently 
used by the British police to 
suppress the freedom move­
ment. It is an ntcresting fact 
tha t the  sam e c lau sc  had 
been abolished in Pakistan 
but in  India  w hich  is the 
w orld ’s  largest dem ocracy 
this scction sr.ill exists even 
though it is presently kept in 
abeyance.

There is also tlie wrong 
interpretation o f  the w ord  
"custody," which has been 
there for a very long time. 
O n account o f  that m isin­
terpre tation  ihc liberty  o f  
many had be :n  curbed due 
largely to lack o f  knowledge 
o f  p e rso n s  n th e  Po licc  
department as well as o f  the 
judiciary. There is a need for 
corrections now. W hen the 
word custody is  mentioned 
it  is  am b ig u o u s a nd  has 
been le ft to  the w him s o f  
concerned officials. Recently 
the Supreme Court has re­
minded the lower couns to  
avo id  unnecessary arrests. 
H o w ever, wc a lso  know  
that bureaucratic habits die

hard . T he apex  co u rt has 
a lso  clarified  that Scction 
170 C rPC merely connotes 
the presence o f  the accused 
in coun and the investigating 
officc r has to  ensure  that. 
T his points to a real need for 
better training and refresher 
courses for judicial ofliccrs 
and an effective method o f  
c irc u la tin g  im portan t S u ­
preme Court judgm ents and 
s ta tu to ry  ch an g e s  to  th e  
low er judiciary and policc. 
O ur police force is unaware 
o f  the simple truth that com ­
mon sense is more important 
than going sim ply by the let­
ter o f  law. When Information 
Technology is so  developed 
it is shocking how important 
judgem ents from the apex 
court and high courts do not 
reach the trial courts and the 
police.

C itizens expect the State 
to treat them better and allow 
greater freedom o f  expres­
sion. M oreover a distinction 
must be m ade between exis­
tence o f  the pow er to arrest 
and justification for exercis­
ing it. I f  arrest is  made rou­
tine it can cause incalculable 
harm  to the reputation and 
se lf-esteem  o f  a person. I f  
the investigating officer has 
no reason  to  b e liev e  that 
the accused will abscond or 
d isobey sum m ons and  has 
throughout cooperated with 
the investigation, w c fail to 
appreciate why there should 
be a compulsion on the of­
ficer to  arrest the accused. 
Trial couns arc stated to  be 
insisting on the arrest o f  an

a ccused  a s  a p rerequisite  
formality to take the chargc 
sheet on record in view o f  the 
provisions o f  section 170 o f  
the CrPC. And moreover trial 
courts seem to be labouring 
under a m isconception that 
in every non-hailable, cog­
nisable  o ffence po licc  are
required to  arrc.it a person 
even if  it is not essential for 
investigation purposes. Such 
a coursc o f  action should be  
c onsidered  m isp laced  and 
contrary to the very intent 
o f  th is section. C om bined 
cffons should be made by the 
judiciary and police to take 
care o f  the com m on citizen 
o f  India.

It is good to know there­
fore that the central govern­
ment is actively considering 
a m en d m e n ts  to  c rim in a l 
laws. Some o f  these am end­
ments have to do w ith sedi­
tion, Earlier, in March 2020. 
the U nion H ome M inistry 
constituted a national-level 
c om m ittee  fo r refo rm s in 
c rim inal law s, headed  by 
the V ice-Chancellor o f  the 
N ational L aw  U niversity , 
Delhi, to undcnakca  review 
o f  the I PC . C rPC  and  the 
Evidence Act.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A rticles and le tte r; ap ­
p earin g  o n  th is  p age  a re  
th e  v iew s o f  th e  w rite rs / 
a u th o r s  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

The PM and 
his degrees of 

knowledge
B y Jagdish Rattanani

It was not very long ago 
tha t spam  m e ssa g es  and 
fo rw ards u se d  to  b e  no t 
about the veracity o f  Prime 
M inister N arendra M odi's 
university degrees but about 
the plethora o f  academic de­
grees and honours showered 
on his predecessor Dr. Man- 
m ohan Singh, w ho remains 
by  those  te rm s th e  m ost 
e d uca ted  Prim e M in iste r  
India has had. Those m es­
sages asked us to  take due 
national pride  in the  fact 
that Dr. Singh had more to 
show  in te rm s o f  form al 
q u a lif ica tio n s  than  p ro b ­
ably any sthcr leader in the 
world at that lim e. Yet today, 
it w ould be difficult to say 
that Dr. Singh's leadership 
gave us good governance, or 
that he  himself stood up or 
even spoke up w hen he was 
required lo. It was the mis-
govcmancc under him that in 
good part led to the Congress 
c ed in g  pow er to  the  B JP 
under N axndra Modi.

Today, social media mcs-

the United States and to  our 
collective understanding o f  
the natural world."

Insistingon formal quali­
fications w ill m ake po liti­
cal positions less inclusive 
particularly in India given 
the w idespread inequality, 
adding new burdens on those 
outside the system which 
is w hat the narrative o f  the 
Prim e M in iste r  has been 
righ t from  the  beg inn ing  
o f  his shift from G ujarat to 
New Delhi. In an interview 
in 2014. he w as quoted as 
say ing : I'm  an ou tsider. I 
actually consider m yself as 
an outsider not only to Delhi 
politics but to p o litics per 
se. For 50 years o f  my li fc, 
I w as just moving around in­
teracting with people trying 
to understand the problems 
they face. 1 w as always on 
the move from one part o f  
the country to another, from 
one State to  another." In an 
interview  long before this, 
he w as quo ted  a s  saying: 
"You m ay be surprised to

sages arc about the suspected 
lack  o f  educa tion  o f  the  
current Prime Minister, and 
the question being posed is 
w hether ihc Prime M inister 
o f  India need be form ally 
educated or not. This would 
be the  w rong pill fo r the 
ills the nation is faced with 
today. It s o f  course proper 
to  ask i f  the degrees shown 
b y  the Piimc M inister and 
h is team are genuine. Ifthcy 
a rc  not, then the charges o f  
dishonesty, fraud and worse 
will stick, and  political as 
w ell as regula tory  conse ­
quences must follow. But 
that is a very different issue 
from the point sought to be 
made tha the Prim e M inis­
ter ought to  be necessarily 
fonnally  educated.

As the rule book stands 
today, a  university degree 
is not a pre-requisite to be 
the  Prim ; M in ister  o f  In­
dia. This is as it should be. 
K now ledge, o f  the form al 
and  expert varie ty  in pa r­
ticular, is closcly linked to 
power, and the interlock can 
disenfranchise the majority 
while creating a minority o f  
"experts" w ho begin to con­
trol. command and get away 
unquestioned. Thus, devel­
o pm ent “e x p erts"  de liver 
the  w orsi o f  developm ent 
with their ideas, pow er and 
reach. The environm enta l 
crisis is after all a result o f  
the  dev elo p m e n t e x p e r ts  
running amok. The so-called 
economic "experts" did not 
ptediet the Global Financial 
Crisis o f 2008. and m ay have 
had a hand in the making o f  
that crisis. Queen Elizabeth 
II o f  the UK w as m oved to 
a sk a t th ; L ondon School 
o f  Economics, which inau­
gurating a G BP 71 million 
new  academ ic  bu ild in g .: 
" It 's  awful . .. Why did no 
one  sec it com ing?” There 
were no answers. T here is 
no dcartli o f  m oney either 
for the Rockstar academ ic 
institutions.

Wc are d ealing  w ith a 
privileged c lass o f  people 
here . T heir know ledge is 
iniportan but it is not the 
o n ly  know ledge the re  is. 
K nowledge also resides in 
ind igenous cu ltu res , c u s­
tom s. the ways and means 
o f  undem anding developed 
over tlie centuries outside tlie 
university systems. A memo­
randum from the Executive 
O ffice o f  US President Joe 
Bidcn in Nov. 2021 recog­
n ised  “ Ind igenous T rad i­
tional E cological K now l­
edge (ITF.K) a form o f  
Indigenous Knowledge as 
one  o f  the many important 
bodies o f know ledge that 
c o n trib u .es  to  the  sc ien ­
tific. tccl'nical, social, and 
economic advancements o f

h e ar th is  . .. but I ’m not 
educated.'’

We can agree that in India 
today wc have a leader who 
is c learly  the an tithesis o f  
an “expert", and the expec­
tation a t the least ought to 
be for him not to  su tler  the 
p itfalls o f  experts, lie  can 
listen to experts without buy­
ing everything they might 
su g g e s t. Wc look  to  the 
“non-experts”  for a different 
kind o f  knowledge, a sense 
o f  c u rio s ity , obse rv a tio n  
and  lis tening that is m ore 
grounded in die real needs o f  
everyday people, in respect 
for the environm ent and a 
true cclcbra tion o f  vasud- 
haiva kutum bakam  that 
the world is  one family. In 
this context, the worst would 
be the non-expert who pre­
tends to be the expert. Ihc  
d e fin itiv e  p ro n u n cia tio n s 
a g a in s t th e  w e ll-s tu d ie d  
rea lity  o f  c lim a te  change 
a nd  a ll the  e m barrassing  
stories that a rc  the stu ff  o f  
r id icu le  these days com c 
from  th is  desire  to  c laim  
expert status without having 
expert knowledge. Degrees 
in “entire political sciencc" 
fall in the same category o f  
c rea ting  the  “ pre tence  o f  
knowledge" without having 
the r eq u is ite  know ledge. 
B arack O b am a's  rem arks 
that pointed to  Trump and 
his ant i • intellectual ism seem 
apt in this context: " It 's  not 
cool to not know w hat you’re 
talking about". Wc have a 
non-expert w ho carries all 
the  p itfa lls  o f  an  e x p ert, 
like a  sense o f  certitude a 
doub le  w ham m y that has 
brought us w ild-cat policy 
decisions like  dem onetisa­
tion, the suddenly-imposed 
lockdow n, the  beating  o f  
thalis that showed ju st how 
much noise em pty vessels 
can make.

The dem ands for an edu­
cated  P rim e M in ister  a rc  
a  good w ay  to  a ttack  the 
BJP and its leader but they 
sidc-track the issue. The de­
mands have to be for a  more 
humane Prime M inister who 
listens, cares and builds for 
the future  rather than one  
who tramples rights and runs 
roughshod  over everyone 
seen a s  an opponent. What 
w c need is not a PhD  Prim e 
M inister but an cnipathctic 
P rim e M in is te r  w ho can 
humanise the knowledge o f  
experts and make it serve the 
people and  the nation with 
its rich ethos o f  caring for 
people, the planet and indeed 
the w ide cosmos.

( The writer is a  journa l­
is t a n d  fa c u lty  m em ber at 
SP JIM R . 1'iews are  p e r ­
sonal) (Symlicale: The B il­
lion Press) (e-mail: editor®  
thebillionpress. org)
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w Indifference a nd  neglect often do much 
more damage than outright dislike. ”

— .). K. Rowling

The S h illon g  l im es
V«l NcclAV Su.iyt Mill.LONG. W EDNESDAV. APRII. 12.2023

‘National’ ambitions
D E M O C R A C Y  c a n n o t, a n d  sh o u ld  n o t. b e  a  free-fo r-  

a ll. U n fo rtu n a .e ly , p e rio d ic  c h a o s  m a rk s  ih c  s ty le s  o f  

fu n c tio n in g  o f  d e m o c ra c y  e v e n  in  th e  W est. T h is  is  

e v id e n t in  bo th  th e  U S  a n d  U K . th e  le ad in g  lig h ts  o f  

th e  de m o cra tic  sy s te m  a p art fro m  Ind ia. C o n s id e r  the  

m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  E le c tio n  C o m m iss io n  o f  Ind ia  

d e la y e d  a  d e c is io n  o n  th e  r e v ie w  o f  rec o g n itio n  o f  

th e  n a tio n a l a nd  re g io n a l s ta tu se s  o f  p o lit ic a l p a n ic s  

fo r  fo u r y e a rs  by  c itin g  th e  e x c u sc  o f  th e  C o v id  19  

u n c e r ta in tie s . F a c t i s  th a t C o v id  19  h a d  n o th in g  to  

d o  w ith  th is , a nd  it w a s  s im p ly  a  d ra g . T h e  e le c tio n  

c o m m iss io n  fa iled  to  d is c h a rg e  o n e  o f  its p r in c ip a l 

d u tie s  by  c iting  th is  e x cu se . T h is  is  th e  w a y  e v e ry  

g o v e rn m e n ta l sy s te m  in th is  c o u n try  fu n c tio n s  today . 

C o m in g  to  th ;  c rux  o f  th e  p re se n t d is c u s s io n , th e  

C P I, th e  T r in am o o l C o n g re s s  a n d  th e  N a tio n a lis t 

C o n g re s s  P a rty  h a v e  lost th e ir  'n a tio n a l p a r ty ' s ta ­

tu s  w h ile  th e  A A P  o f  A rv in d  K c jriw a l h a s  g a in ed  

n a tio n a l sta tu*  a s  p e r  th e  c la ss if ic a tio n  a n n o u n c e d  

b y  th e  E C  o n  M onday . T h e  C P I d e se rv e s  th is  k n o c k  

o n  its  h e ad , a  g ra n d  fa ll fro m  it b e in g  th e  p rin c ip a l 

o p p o s it io n  in  ihc 1950s. O v era l l , th is  s c e n a rio  c o u ld  

c h a n g c  in  fu tu re, d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  r is e  a n d  fa ll o f  

p o lit ica l p a rtie s  a f te r  e v e ry  g e n e ra l e lec tio n , th e  n ex t 

b e in g  in  2024 .

F o r  o n e ,  th e  T r in a m o o l C o n g r e s s  o f  M a m a ta  

B a n e i jc e  a n d  N C P  o f  S h a ra d  P a w a r  a re  p a r t ie s  

fo rm ed  a n d  run  o n  in d iv id u a l w h im s  a n d  sa n s  a n y  

sp e c if ic  ideo log ica l c o m m itm e n t. T h e s e  p a rtie s  a re  

p r in c ip a lly  p ro m in e n t in  ju s t  o n e  s ta te  e a c h  -  W est 

B e n g a l a n d  M a h arash tra  r e sp e c tiv e ly . N o r  d o  P a w ar  

a n d  B a n cr jc c  h av e  th e  rig h t to  c la im  a  fan  fo llo w in g  

o f  a n y  s ign ifican t level in  a n y  o th e r  s ta te  a s  is  a m p ly  

p ro v e n  in  reccn t e le c tio n s . A tte m p ts  by  th e se  p a rties  

to  s p e n d  m o ney  a n d  b u y  su p p o r t fo r  th e m  in so m e  

o th e r  s la te s  d id  no t h e lp  m u c h , o th e r  th a n  fo r th e ir  

m a rg in a l p rese n ce  th e re . F o rm e r  A P  c h i e f  m in is te r  

C h a n d ra b a b u  N a id u , fo r a n o th e r , w e n t a n d  s ta r te d  a  

b ra n c h  o f  h is  p a rty  in  th e  A n d a m a n  N ic o b a r  Is la n d s 

U n io n  T errito ry  so m e  y e a rs  a g o  to  c la im  a n a tio n a l 

s ta tu s  fo r h is  party . H is a im  th e n  w a s  re p o r te d ly  th e  

P M ’s p o s t, bui h e  fe ll b y  th e  w a y s id e  a n d  is  lic k in g  

Ihc  w o u n d s  in flic ted  o n  h im  by  a  c h a r ism a tic  Y S 

Ja g a n  M o h a n  R e d d y  in  h is  n a tiv e  tu rf . N C P  is  in  

K era la  a t  th e  sw ee t w ill a n d  h e lp  o f  th e  C P I-M  by  

w a y  o f  a  q u id  p ro  q u o  fo r  th e  h e lp  th e  le ft p a r ty  g e ts  

fro m  P a w a r  in M a h a ra sh tra . L ik e  in  e v e r ) ’ sec to r, 

th e  n e ed  fo r re fo rm s  in  p o lit ic s  a n d  g o v e rn m e n ta l 

fu n c tio n in g  is a  m a tte r  o f  u rgency . A n y  t in y  r e g io n a l 

p a rty  a sp ir in g  to  ru le  th e  n a tio n  is  b y  i ts e lf  a n  u n a c ­

c e p ta b le  p ro p o s itio n .

W ho’s to 
blame for our 
daily woes?

Editor.
T he dust o f  dcctions has 

barely settled and govern­
ment form ation is a done 
deal but all sa id«nd done, it's 
the public who is now al the 
receiving end o f load shed­
d ing . w ater woes and the 
never-ending traffic snarls 
saga. W ho w ill do som e­
thing about this sorry state 
o f  affairs? Those in author­
ity continue witli the blame 
gam e and push everything 
on to  the previous govern­
ment but here we're seeing 
the same people in pow er .so 
w hat is the strategy now?

T h e  d ry  m on ths have  
ba re ly  s ta rted  and  w e 're  
already facing pow er cuts 
at odd hours. There are no 
specific tim ings given by the 
pow er coiporation except a 
notice that (hen; would be 
power cuts because o f  some 
pow er grid  which stopped 
supplying to  onr sta te  be­
cause  o f  non-paym ent o f  
dues. As a citizen I pay my 
bills on time as am  sure all 
o f  us do, so who's not paying 
(heir bills on (imc?

The JJM w at one o f  (he 
many election promises but 
alas, where is the *Jal' ? Many

households still buy wa(cr 
even today for (heir everyday 
needs.

T he traffic  snarls have 
gone  from  bad  lo  w orse. 
School buses were purchased 
using public funds and were 
no t used because  paren ts 
refused (o send (heir wards 
in (hem. So now the buses 
would remain at the ISBT till 
they rust and fall apart like 
the infam ous 'R ed buses" 
(bos saw).

50  ye a rs  o f  s ta te h o o d  
and wc don't have much to 
show for it.( I guess wc have 
ourselves to blame for i('s 
us who have chosen (o give 
(he th rones (o (he pow ers 
(ha( be.)

Youth etc., 
Angela Lyngdoh 

Shillong-14

PVVD and 
shoddy road 
repair work
Edi(or.
Wc always need (o raise 

our voices against any likely 
pitfalls. So. I totally agree 
with w hat has been brought 
out through a news item -  
“ Citizen exposes slipshod 
road repa ir  work in c ity "  
(ST. 6(h April). There arc 
many cases where the qual­
ity  o f  the work is compro-

Thc video o f  Prime M in­
ister. Narendra Modi being 
w elcom ed by A rchbishop  
Anil Couto o f  Delhi and oth­
er prelates including CBCI 
representatives at the Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Church in 
New Delhi on Easter Sunday 
(9 April 2023); his moments 
vvilh (he selected w orship­
pers inside ihc 1930 built 
Rom an C a(h o lic  c h u rch , 
his plam ing a sapling, his 
holding (he memento o f  (he 
rcsurrcc(ion am ong others 
have gone viral not only in 
India but abroad as well. Ih c  
rare visit is quite astonishing 
leaving many stum ped. O f 
coursc . many enthusiastic  
Christians shared (he official 
video feeling proud (ha( ihc 
Prim e M inis(cr has visi(cd 
a Cadicdral in (he national 
capital. 'Ilicy have never seen 
a prime minister doing so.

M odi is seen  as  a n ti-  
Christian and anii-Muslim . 
D uring his regime Muslims 
w ere even called lo be mas­
sacred. The liny C hristian 
m inority (oo has been tar- 
ge(cd more frequently by (he 
m ajori(arian mob w ho arc 
keen (oestablish a theocratic 
Hindu s(a(c installing Modi 
as (he c h ie f prics(. So (he 
images o f  New Delhi Easter 
Sunday prayer are a surprise 
to say the  least. But many 
may be euphoric as well.

Modi has not changed. His 
cohorts, (he Sangh Parivar 
and I lindutva hardliners who 
spi( venom liberally have no( 
dccidcd (o (real Christians 
vvilh respecl. Jus( recently 
(he K arn a tak a  B JP m in- 
is(cr, M unira(hna w arned. 
" If  anyone com es in drive 
them  (C hris tian s) around  
and thrash. I will (akc care 
o f  the rest. They should be 
thrashed in such a way (ha( 
they should not look back." 
This minister’s statement is 
only an echo o f  the Hindutva 
groups who were responsible 
for the num erous a ttacks 
on churches in the South- 
crn state including physical 
and sexual assaults against 
women tarsciinv; especially 
(he Dalit and Adivasi com ­
m un ities . P e rsec u tio n  o f  
Christians culminated in the 
passage o f  (he anii-convcr- 
sion bill in September 2021 
in that state.

Righl wing organisarions' 
p e rp e tu atio n  o f  v io lence  
a gainst C h ris tian s w as in 
full d isp lay  a lso  in o (hcr 
stales like Chhauisgarh. A s­
sam, Ut(ar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh. Gujarat ctc.. record • 
ing a sharp rise  from  279 
eases in 2020 to  505 in 2021 
and to 5 11 in 2022.

A perception is created by 
a false narrative as i f  there is 
m ass conversion to  C hris­
tianity while reality reveals 
o th e rw ise . T he C h ris tian  
statistics have been static at 
a round 2.3 per cent o f  the 
population sincc  (he 1951

mised. I think the department 
conccm cd should take (he 
blame. Firstly, w hy docs the 
PW D offer work orders to 
incompetent bidders whose 
work records arc unsatisfac­
tory?

It has been found tha( 
many o f  the road repair jobs 
arc done without “scratching 
deeper" and strengthening 
the base. O verlaying w ith 
a sphalts “ ih in ly"  over (he 
dam aged portion is only a 
quick-fix. It doesn 't last long. 
Cracks may appear within a 
couple o f  days. I f  the re ’s 
continuous heavy rains, then 
all asphah binders gc( weak, 
and (hey fall out. So. what is 
the point o f  repairing if  that 
docs not serve the purpose 
even for a month? W hether 
one agrees or not, some o f  
the major road repair works 
d o n e  b e fo re  the e lec tio n  
have already been exposed. 
Is it not disgraceful? W hy do 
the departments not pull up 
those responsible?

However, now  again, in 
view o f  the G 20 summ it, the 
department has undertaken 
major road repair works that 
otherwise would have been 
just ignored. Will this quick 
m akeover be  sustained? I 
am doubtful. Even if  it lasts 
for more than six months, 
w eathering the storm o f  the 
forthcom ing monsoon, the 
PW D certainly deserves a

Modi’s Easter 
optics for votes

By Albert Thyrniang

census. The Xi) per cent pop­
ulation is mad; lo be alarmed 
that Christians indulge  in 
forcible conversions. This 
has justified tlie enactments 
o f  anti-convcrsion laws in 
several states n India inspitc 
o f  the fact that ihc Constitu­
tion guaranties free practicc 
and propagation o f  any reli­
gion. I ndiv iduals are arrested 
under the draconian laws.

I hc sta te  too. presided  
over by the present regime, is 
seen to be  anti-minority. An 
additional jutigc o f  Madras 
High Court was appointed 
though she \»as a lleged to

ing experiences, secs ihis as 
a perfect opportunity not to 
be missed. So it is making 
all efforts to Hatter Christians 
to its fold. The calculation 
o f  the RSS and other sim ilar 
minds is that if the ir political 
w ing's number is reduced in 
the Hindi bell and thus falls 
short o f  majority. Kerala will 
make up for it.

R SS a nd  B JP  le a d e rs  
have been meeting bishops 
in K erala  to  c xccu tc  the 
‘plot’. The central govern­
ment m ight have a ssured  
the Pope's visit in exchange 
for a ‘good’ rapport. T h is

have m ade fa te  speeches 
against minority com m uni­
ties. The Jesuit priest Stan­
islaus L ourdusw am y was 
a rre s ted , im prisoned  and  
eventually died in custody 
for no reason  excep t fo r 
championing ihc cause o f  the 
Adivasis.

Hie optics o f  the Prime 
M inister's v is t to the Cathe­
dral is purely political. It is a 
wooing laclic for Christian 
votes. It is ro t a  love for 
Christians. Tlie Prime M in­
ister has start;d ringing the 
2024 Parliamentary election 
bells. He has begun the cam ­
paign. The BJP has a special 
eye for Kcrah. The saffron 
party has not succeeded in 
making inroads into 'G od’s 
own country’.T he ‘commu­
nal force’ hits failed to open 
an account in both Assembly 
and Parliament in Kerala so 
for. It has been draw ing « 
blank since  Independence. 
This time it tl'inks the situa­
tion has changed. The Chris­
tian population has tradition­
ally backed the Congress. In 
the last Lok Sabha elections 
the Congress almost swept

year’s  Easter is also an oc­
casion to forge tics between 
the two entities in view o f  
the 2024 general elections. 
Senior BJP leaders visited 
prominent Bishops in Kerala 
on Sunday for the purpose. 
Prelates have been speaking 
favourably o f  the party, once 
their untouchable.

On the day Modi prayed 
in  the N ew  D elhi C a th e ­
dral. Cardinal M ar George 
Alcnchery, head o f  the Syro- 
M a lab a r C h u rc h  w as a ll 
praise for ihc prime minister 
terming him ‘a good leader’ 
and under him  C hris tian s 
in the country arc not inse­
cure. Last month, another 
BJP inllucneed official. Jo ­
seph Pamplany. a Catholic 
Syro-M alabar A rchbishop 
p rom ised  in  K annu r that 
Christians would vote for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec­
tions i f  the NDA government 
at the centre upped the price 
o f  rubber to Rs. 300 a kg.

The Church officials arc 
sc lf-ccn trcd . They do  not 
sec the sufferings o f  their 
brothers and sisters in other

the slate winning 14 out o f  parts o f  India. They do not 
20 seals. H owever, in the fathom the hypocrisy o f  the
in 2021 Assembly election 
the  popu la tio n  m oved to 
the Left Democratic Front 
(LDF) which a lso  enjoyed 
the support o f  Muslim voters. 
Christians are disillusioned 
bccausc the Left is allegedly 
pro -M uslim . Islam opho- 
bia has g ripped the state. 
Preachers are hyper active 
h ighlighting a lleged ‘love 
jihad’ by Muslim groups. The 
right wing is an aiding agent 
in this dubious activity. The 
BJP. with its social engineer-

pat on  its back. H owever, 
at places, c ra k s  are already 
visible. The .vork has been 
done most inefficiently.

Here is  the q uestion  : 
W hy docs the departm ent 
put up w ith shoddy work 
done by certain insincere  
contractors? Is it due to some 
backstreet deals? flic public 
docs not wish lo sec ihc im ­
age o f  PW D ijcing tarred by 
a few devious contractors.

Yours ctc..
Salil Gewali.

Shillong

Sad experience 
as tourists

Editor,
I ant not a w riter o f  any 

sort but wanted to express 
m y d is a p p o in tm e n t a nd  
a g o n y  du ring  m y rec en t 
stay at The Loft Executive 
Inn, Shillong. I posted my 
com m en ts on ihc h o ld 's  
and restaurant's Instagram 
and Faccbook pages as well 
but the hotel m anagem ent 
has stealthily deleted them, 
leave alone jpologising for 
their deeds. Hence I thought 
o f  writing to  you. 1 m ay not 
have any proof o f  w hat 1 am 
writing but lliis is the maxi­
mum 1 can doto make people 
aw arco f what's happening at 
(he hotel.

We w ere  a g roup  o f  9

BJP. They do not grasp the 
reasons for the b id  o f  the 
BJP to befriend them in ihc 
western coast. I hc BJP over­
ture is simply to get votes in 
2024 onw ards and nothing 
e lse. W hile in K erala  the 
BJP embraces church leaders 
in other parts o f  the country 
Christians facc d iscrim ina­
tion and violcncc. It is not 
that the prime minister and 
other BJP leaders arc unwel­
come in churches and resi­
dences bui prelates need to

(including 3 kids below 5 
years) who stayed ai the Loft 
E xecutive  Inn from  7-10 
April. 2023. Wc booked the 
rooms with complimentary 
breakfast . but ihcrc were 
hardly any  op tions to cat. 
hence wc requested for some 
additional op tions even if  
wc had to bear the expenses 
bccausc the kids would not 
cat what was available at the 
buffet, but the staff bluntly 
refused . He even  refused 
to provide water to my son 
when he asked for the same 
and the staff asked him to 
take it him self ( m y son is 4 
years o ld ) .

My husband was unwell 
the next d ay  and  I asked 
them to provide some warm 
muri chira so he can cat and 
the sta ff  again denied d e ­
spite id ling  them repeatedly 
that m y husband is unwell. 
Wc spoke lo the from desk 
and ihcn only he agreed lo 
provide the food even after 
paying for it.

I placed an order for rot is 
fo r my son and  asked  to 
provide bu tter by the side 
and the first word he uticred 
was.'We will charge for it.' 
O f  coursc I know you would 
be charging us for everything 
wc ask for but is this the way 
to behave with your guests? 
Are wc beggars asking them 
for butter for free. I have not 
attended any hotel manage­
ment classes but I know for

firmly tell them o f  the current 
sony  state o f  affairs where 
minorities arc not trcatcd as 
equal citizens. They need to 
emulate Archbishop Moras, 
the Archbishop Emeritus o f  
Bangalore.

In Septem ber 2008 ihc 
then K arnataka C hief M in­
ister B.S. Ycdyurappa visited 
the A rchbishop’s House in 
the presence o f  the media. 
Attacks and desecration o f  
the churchcs was going on in 
ihc state. Mincing no words 
Bernard Blasius Moras liter­
ally yelled at the CM: “ Sir 
T hank you for com ing  to  
the Bishop’s House, but the 
whole church in Karnataka 
is hurt. I am telling you pub­
licly lhai we arc very hurt, 
lc ll me, will you keep quiet 
i f  the garbha gudi (Sanctum 
Sactorum ) o f  a tem ple is 
d e s tro y ed ."  The shocked  
Ycdyurappa had to assure. 
"S ir, w c w ill see  that ihc 
culpritsarc punished. Justicc 
will be done after the inqui­
ry." O n February 19at Jantar 
Mantar in New Delhi a huge 
protest gathering o f  20.000 
people o f  the Christian com ­
munity together with Arch­
b ishops. b ishops, p ries ts, 
pastors and nuns, fed up w ith 
the continued attacks from 
ihc Sangh Parivar elements 
em phatica lly  stated a t the 
heart o f  the national Capital. 
'E nough is enough!*

Today, not only in  D el­
hi and K erala but in other 
parts prelates are seen in the 
company o f  perpetrators o f  
violcncc against their faithful 
without doing a bit o f  what 
bishop Moras did and repeat­
ing what the Jantar Mantar 
crow d demanded.

T he Prime M inister’s and 
ihc B JP ’s  o p tic s  w ere in 
public  view  in the N orth 
E as t recen tly . In M egha­
laya and Nagaland the Prime 
M inister, H ome M inister, 
Amit Shalt and BJP leaders 
made it a point to gracc the 
swearing-in ccremony o f  the 
C hief Ministers in these two 
states w here Christians arc 
a majority. The BJP wants
lo n*mnv<* lh<* hrisli;in
lag. In Nagaland, a ‘Chris­
tian’ function was organised 
for the Prime M inister and 
other guests. T his too was 
for votes. The BJP wants lo 
win ihc  Christian majority 
states on ihcir own. For this 
they are willing to go to any 
extent including campaign­
ing  for b e e f  consum ption 
and participating in ‘gospel’ 
oath taking ceremonies. For 
‘m ission K era la ’ v isits lo 
cathcdrals and churchcs arc 
made but churchcs elsewhere 
in the country arc destroyed, 
vandalised and dcsccratcd. 
In the North East ihc Megha­
laya and  N agaland models 
are followed but in the rest o f  
India the BJP cow protection 
and anti-convcrsion laws arc 
part o f  their manifestos. We 
must be wary o f the BJP!

sure that this is not the way 
you are supposed to behave 
with your guests.

The worst pan was when 
wc regis tered a  com plaint 
against him at the h o ld 's  
feedback  page. Wc w ere  
having our breakfast and he 
eavesdropped on  ou r con­
versation and started arguing 
with us. He even used the 
words like' KYA KAREGA* 
, w c asked lo call the owner 
and he said ' SHAAM KO 
AAYEGA'

He even raised his voicc 
against us. Post this we could 
not cat anything and it was 
time for checkout Even the 
front desk staff did not inter­
fere leave alone apologise.

As traveller!: w e explore 
places and lake away some 
part o f  their culture along 
w ith  us. But due  lo  ih is 
experience wc have brought 
back a negative perception 
o f  Shillong and its natives 
with us.

I hope my letter finds its 
true placc.

Yours cic..
Sncha Gupta, 

Via email

Articles and le ilcrs ap ­
p earin g  o n  ih is  p age  a rc  
ihc  v iew s o f  ih c  w riters 
au th o rs  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

Where lies the fulcrum 
of the Meghalaya State 

Reservation Policy?
By Aristotle Lyngdoh

T he new roster system  
en fo rce d  in  the S ta te  by 
the last dispensation o f  ihc 
M D A  c o a litio n  has c re ­
ated severe discontentment 
am ong  the e d uca ted  and  
qualified youth o f  the Khasi- 
Jaintia regbn. Besides, there 
is also a growing furore in 
some sections o f  the politi­
cal squadrons o f  this region. 
The VPP lias dem anded a 
special session o f  the House 
on this issue or else they will 
take the nu tter lo ihc streets. 
Many feel here is a bias and 
discriminarory tactics being 
used in oidcr to  seize the 
extravagant advantage from 
the curren t ro ste r  system  
that be nefits a pa rticu la r 
community. So far things arc 
not right and justified in the 
current system.

T he reason lha t led lo 
this development originated 
from the lapses lhat various 
governments in ihc past had 
failed to rc:ruil vacancics in 
various departments citing 
fund  c onstrain ts . But Ihc 
truth is that over the years 
there has teen a systematic 
manipulation to the recruit­
ment proccssand rcgularisa- 
lion o f  temporary appoint­
ments were the common op­
tions to retain the favourites.

for themselves.
On achieving full state­

hood. the immediate need at 
that moment w as the admin- 
isiration and decision mak­
ing process for the people o f  
the state. Subsequently, the 
management and utilization 
o f  manpower and the state’s 
resources were then left to 
the K hasi-Ja in tia  and the 
Garo people. The thought on 
how to equally share the re­
sponsibilities and distribute 
the same to its own citizcns 
w as an indispensable and 
intended task at that time. 
T here fo re , based  on  th is  
simple logic, the 80%  res­
ervation for rccruitmcnt in 
governm ent scrvicc w as a 
deliberate and appropriate 
formula for the com m uni­
ties o f  ihc two Autonomous 
District Councils leaving ihc 
rem aining 20%  lo others. 
In this regard, the founding 
le ad e rs  o f  the sta te  have 
done no w rong to any com ­
munity. Para 2 o f  the resolu­
tion dated 12th January 1972 
dearly  specifics lhat if ihcrc  
is  any deficiency o f  suitable 
candidates in the reserved 
caicgory. ihc canry-ovcr o f  
vacancics  canno t cxcccd  
one  year post the recru it­
m ent year. F u rthe rm ore ,

This unethi­
cal practicc lias prompted the 
High C our o f  Meghalaya lo 
issue ccrttin  directives on 
the recruitment process o f  
the state.

Invoking public support 
on the o tte r  hand on this 
issue by a po litica l party  
may lead io law and order 
breakdown in the state. The 
s itu a tio n  is u nw arran ted  
fo r such calam ity. Ii is  a 
legislative m atter and ihc 
government should stick lo 
that. I f  there is any attempt 
to  forcefully suppress the 
call from  ihc Voicc o f  the 
People Parly, things might 
escalate to an unfavourable 
situation ila t may affect the 
stability o f  ihc MDA 2.0. It is 
o f  coursc a challenging task 
for the government w here its 
wisdom will undergo a stra­
tegic test on how to handle 
the manifold outcomes from 
this.

Secondy. i f  indeed, ihc 
session o f  the state legisla­
ture is convened, what will 
be the natnre and direction 
o f  th e  debate  in side  the 
House? Can the MDA 2.0 
led government rely on ils 
allies when it comcs to this 
particular issue related with 
ihc 40-40 percent share o f  
jo b  quota lo Khasi-Jaifttia 
and ihc Garo ST com m u­
nity? There is a possibility o f
mix<*d n*artinns from wilhin 
the ruling and the opposition 
parties too. Thirdly, w hat 
w ill happen i f  the govern­
ment and tlie N PP in particu­
lar fail to uphold ihc Oflicc 
Memorandum o f  10th May. 
2022? It is absolutely certain 
that ihc NPP leadership will 
not compromise lo risk and 
disappoini the sentim ents 
o f  the v o te rs  from  G aro  
Hills who have given them 
absolute mandate.

But what is important for 
both the communities is  the 
history and logic behind the 
creation o f the reservation 
policy 1972 that emerged out 
o f  the Hill Slate Movement. 
Had there been no hill state 
movement, o r  i f  statehood 
had anrived late, probably 
after 1972. the idea about 
4 0 :40  percent w ould  not 
have arisen. Even then, there 
was a time when Meghalaya 
w as carvcd ou t o f  A ssam  
b e cause  these  tw o  triba l 
c om m un ilics , ihc  K hasi- 
Jaintia and the Garo wanted 
to  avoid lhe imposition o f  
Assamese language by ihc 
ihen Aslant government and 
dccidcd to create a new state

after Ihc expiry o f  the sec­
ond year these reservations 
shall be treated as lapsed. 
This is the central balancing 
mechanism o r the fulcnim 
o f  the original policy. Exces­
sive extension o f  reservation 
beyond numbers o f  recmit- 
mcnt years shows undue bias 
and  favouritism tow ards a 
particular community.

However, considering the 
population growth and the 
bifurcation o f  Khasi-Jaifttia 
ADC. the 40-40 reservation 
seem s io  be irrelevant today. 
But io question ihc vision 
and wisdom o f  the makers o f  
the state reservation policy 
1972 is inappropriaic. And 
the perception about their 
short-sigh tedness is  over­
stated. Ihc question is short­
sightedness in whose eyes? 
Is ii for a  particular tribe or 
community o r to sonic intel­
lectual thinkers?

The Oflicc Memorandum 
D ated 10th May 2022 has 
outlined the status quo o f  the 
policy according to the reso­
lution N o.PER.222/7M 3X  
D ated 12th January. 1972. 
A s long as ihis resolution is 
in placc. there should not be 
any reason for disgruntle- 
m cnt by  any  m em ber o f  
the com m unity. C ontrary  
lo  this, ihc Oflicc M emo o f  
10th M ay 2022 has c lev ­
erly  replaced the wording
‘recruitment year’ with the 
nom enclature ‘rccruitmcnt 
cycle’ without specifying ihc 
end o f  ihc c y d c  bccausc the 
cycle has no end. And all the 
backlogs o f  every c y d c  will 
be carried over to ihc ncxl 
rccruitm cnt c y d c  without 
ind icating  the lapses due 
lo  deficiency. T his show s 
lha i the  OM  D ated 10th 
M ay 2022 is one-sided and 
favours cxccssivc consider­
ation io one category.

The only solution to this 
im passe is to  honour and 
respect the clauses and con- 
lent o f  the original policy 
as it is without making any 
modifications io ii. 'Hie term 
‘recruitm ent cycle’ should 
be  rectified. A nd specify­
ing ihc validity o f  the res­
ervation  is a prc-rcquisiic 
condition io adjust with ihc 
shortage and deficiency o f  
suitable candidates for ihc 
rese rved  vacancics . T his 
will bring a balance in the 
rccruitm cnt system  o f  the 
state especially for the two 
prominent com m unities o f  
I hr* sialr* (HyttMewtrpp and
i/ieAchik).
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“There is only one success -  to be able to 
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A Farce of a Ban on Coal Mining
E A C H  t im e  a  c o a l  t r u c k  tu r n s  t u r t le  th e  S t a te  

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i t s  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n a r ­

ie s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  p o l ic e  b c c o m c  th e  l a u g h in g  

s to c k .  T h e  p .ib l ic  is  w e l l  a w a r e  th a t  c o a l  m in ­

in g  c a r r i e s  o n  u n a b a te d .  T h e  o n ly  p e o p le  w h o  

p r e t e n d  to  b e  in  t h e  d a r k  a b o u t  th is  i l l e g a l  t r a d e  

a re  th o s e  in  th e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h a t ’s  b e c a u s e  th e y  

a rc  h e lp l e s s  a n d  a r e  n o t  in  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  s to p  th e  

m in i n g  a n d  tr a n s p o r ta t io n  o f  c o a l  b e c a u s e  i t  is  

c a r r i e d  o n  b y  th e  H ig h  L e v e l  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  

c lc c te d  to  th e  A s s e m b ly  a n d  a r c  n o w  w e l l-p l a c e d  

m in i s te r s  o r  b y  th e i r  c o h o r ts .  T h is  is  a  w e l l -o i le d  

b u s in e s s  a n d  c o a l  m in e  o w n in g  s h a r k s  a r c  in  n o  

m o o d  to  lis te n  to  a n y  a u th o r i ty  -  n o t  e v e n  th e  

ju d i c i a r y .  T h is  is  th e  s ta r k  re a l i ty .  In  f a c t ,  it is  

r a th e r  e m b a r r a s s i n g  th a t  th e  C h i e f  S e c r e ta r y  h a s  

t o  b e  c a l le d  lo  a n s w e r  f o r  w h a t  is  s e e n  b y  th e  

M e g h a la y a  H ig h  C o u r t  t o  b e  a n  a d m in is t r a t iv e  

l a p s e .  T h i s  is  u n f o r t u n a te  b c c a u s c  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  a r c  t ie d .  T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  th e y  c a n  

d o  w h e n  th e  p e o p le  i n v o lv e d  in  t h e  i l l e g a l i t i e s  

a r c  th e i r  p o l i t ic a l  b o s s e s .  C o n s i d e r in g  th a t  th e  

c o a l  c a r r y i n g  t r u c k s  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n e r s  a n d  s o m e  

F I R s  h a v e  b e e n  f i le d  a g a in s t  a  fe w , th e  q u e s t io n  

is  w h y  th e  o w n e r s  o f  th e s e  t r u c k s  a re  n o t  c a l le d  

to  a n s w e r  b e fo r e  th e  c o u r t  a s  to  w h o  o w n s  th e  

c o a l  th a t  is  b e in g  t r a n s p o r te d .  I s n 't  th a t  a  b e t te r  

w a y  o f  id e n t i f y in g  th e  m in e  o w n e r s  w h o  h a v e  

c o c k e d  a  sncxyk a t  th e  N O T , th e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  

a n d  th e  M e g h a la y a  H ig h  C o u r t  o r d e r s ?  T h e  fa c t 

o f  th e  m a t te r  is  th a t  th e  r u le  o f  la w  d o e s  n o t  o p e r ­

a te  in  M e g h a la y a .  T h o s e  a t  th e  t o p  r u n g s  o f  th e  

p o l i t ic a l  l a d c c r  m a y  n o t  b e  s a y in g  it  in  s o  m a n y  

w o r d s  b u t  w h a t  th e y  a r c  d o in g  i m p l i e s  th a t ,  “ i t ’s  

m y  w a y  o r  th e  h ig h w a y ,”  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  i s  p r e v a i l ­

in g  in  M e g h a la y a .  E v e n  th e  H ig h  C o u r t  a p p e a r s  

to  h a v e  h i t  a  s t o n e  w a l l  w i th  th e  C I S F  s t a t in g  

in  n o  u n c e r ta in  t e r m s  th a t  it  w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  

s e n d  i t s  f o rc e  t o  c h e c k  i l l e g a l  m in in g .

T h e  v e r y  f a c t t h a t  th e  M e g h a la y a  H ig h  C o u r t  

s h o u ld  e x p r e s s  th e  im p e r a t i v e  to  b r in g  in  th e  

C I S F  to  p u t  a  c o m p le t e  h a l t  t o  i l l e g a l  c o a l  m in ­

in g ,  i s  a  s t r o n g  in d i c tm e n t  o f  th e  S t a te  P o l ic e  

F o r c e  a n d  i ts  in a c t io n .  W h y  h a v e  a  p o l i c e  f o rc e  

th a t  c a n n o t  e n f o r c e  t h e  r u l e  o f  l a w ?  A n d  th e  i l ­

l e g a l i ty  p e r p e t r a te d  b y  p e o p le  in  e l i t e  p o l i t ic a l  

c i r c l e s  s e n d s  a  m e s s a g e  to  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  t h a t  th e  

la w  is  o n ly  f c r  th e  w e a k  a n d  th o s e  w i th  n o  p o l i t i ­

c a l  c lo u t .  I t ’s  a  d a n g e r o u s  m e s s a g e  a s  it  c a n  p r o ­

v o k e  r e ta l ia t io n  a g a in s t  a n  u n ju s t  s y s te m  w h e r e  

th e  a f f lu e n t  g e t a w a y  w i th  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  c r im e ,  

s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r c  c lo s e  t o  th e  p o l i t ic a l  

w h o ’s  w h o  o r  b c c a u s c  t h e  c o a l  m in e s  b e lo n g  to  

th e  f a m i l ie s  o f  th e  e l e c t e d  e l i te .  I f  th e r e  is  a  la w  

it  m u s t  a p p l>  to  a l l  w i th o u t  d is c r im in a t io n .

When politics meets religion
In 2004. when I was in my 

6th grade I remember singing 
aloud the NCC song the lyr­
ics o f  which has hit me haul 
in the rcccnt days o f  com ­
munal chaos and political 
upheaval in the country.

"M andir Gurudwane hhi 
haiyahan A ur M asjid hhi hoi 
vahan G irija ka hai ghariyal 
kahin  M ullah k i kah in  hai 
ajaan  ”

Hie past few months have 
been qu ite  unprecedented  
when the country is experi­
encing a sequence o f  events 
unfolding with the intention 
to change the coursc o f  his­
tory. I c a n  o n ly  im ag ine  
telling my son some other 
name o f  a  ’H indu ' temple 
when showing Qutub Minar. 
The discovery o f  Shivlings 
and pious depictions in the 
form o f  art and Swastika in 
a few m osques have been 
making headlines since last 
year bringing two major re­
ligious communities against 
each other.

Now that most o f  the re­
nowned mosques arc being 
renamed into Hindu temples 
and placcs known by Urdu.11 
Persian o r Islam ic  nam es 
are baptized with the names 
o f  our freedom fighters who 
belonged to  the  Hindu re­
ligion. I w onder about the 
fate o f  the NCC song in the 
coming generations. By the 
way. just in case you were 
wondering about that NCC 
song mentioned above, the 
last verse o f  that song reads 
as follows:

E k hi apna Rain ha i ek  
hi A llah tala hai/  Ek h i A l­
lah tala has/ R ang hi range  
Deepak hai hum f Lekin ja g  
m ag ek h a i/ A h  ha  ha ...ek  
hai...oh ho ho...ek hai/H um  
sah B haratiya h a i/ Hum sab  
Bharatiya hai

Such w as the sp ir it  o f  
brotherhood, unity and in­
tegrity tied with the rcspcct 
for distinct diversities in our 
na tion that w ere nurtured 
into us to uphold and observ e 
those ideals in our lives. I was 
fascinated and overwhelmed 
by the magnificent together­
ness o f  cu ltu res, religions 
and regions across ages and 
genders after every 100 km 
o f  our sub-continent and 20 
years later, I can tell a  differ­
ent story altogether.

M y generation  and  the 
first batch o f  m illenn ia ls  
grew up in India which cel­
ebrated and fostered a spirit 
o f  unity, b ro therhood  and 
integrity . Wc never saw a 
day o f  a communal clash or 
religious-based propaganda 
becoming the agenda o f  the 
nation's debate being shown 
in all the newsrooms o f  me­
dia houses. Journalism in our 
days w as precise, abstract, 
and according lo  the tim e, 
placc circumstances. objec-

By Binay Adhikari

live  as w ell a s sub jective  
w ithou t being  p re jud iced  
and  b iased  to any s ide  in 
particular. A hs these days, 
the media are identified with 
iheir afliliaicci political par­
lies lo  the extent o f  earning 
recognition o f  becom ing a 
'G odi-M cdia'and even'Sell* 
out M edia'.

Today's generation is be­
ing brainw ashed in a very 
systematic and psychological 
manner which is beyond the 
u nderstand ing  o f  any  20- 
year-old boy listening songs 
in his EarPod; on his phone 
w hile waiting for his bus to 
a rrive a t the bus stand. Wc 
d o n 't  bo ther w atch ing  the 
newsand getting information 
about lhc world by staying 
tuned to TV raihcr our way o f  
life has adapted its case and 
comfort to the portable m o­
bile devices on our hands.

I will relate a very com ­
mon ordinary everyday ex­
perience with social media:
W hen I open Y ouTube lo 
watch some news and prim 
the name o f  any news chan­
n e l. for exam p le , in the 
search field and a s  I click 
on one o f  the search results 
o f  that news channel I am 
amazed and startled to sec the 
achievem ents o f  the ruling 
government and the smiling 
faces o f  a bunch o f  rural old ­
ies and babies in some state 
being  shown in the screen 
o f  which I had no interest 
w hatsoever and for which I 
d id  not type tfcc name o f  that 
particular nc«vs channel in 
the search ficd  o f  YouTube 
in  the first place. Such is 
the reality that is  prevalent 
across all the social media 
platform s. While the media 
h o uses a rc  sp o n so red  by  
po litica l parties to  p reach  
the ir agenda and highlight 
the ir accomplishm ent in  an 
a ttem pt to  m anipulate the 
m asses the  com m on man 
is still unemployed and has 
in su rm o u n ta b le  p ressu re  
o f  financial obliga tions to  
h is fam ily an:l lo  repay the 
loan taken  f.n h is  higlici 
education.

R e ce n tly , one  te x t in  
W hatsA pp University went 
viral where a guy in Madhya 
P ra d e sh  c o n v er ted  h im ­
s e lf  to  H in d i re lig ion  by 
c h a n g in g  his nam e from  
S h e ik h  Z affar S h e ik h  to 
C he ta n  S ingh  R a jpu t. In 
the process, tig  people like 
the  H ead  G aru  o r  M aha  
M a n d a te s  h w a r  o f  A k h il 
B haratiya Panchayat Akita- 
d a  MahaNirmani Sangh  and 
tw o  le g is la to rs  ind u e  ted 
him into the Hindu ways o f  
life by first getting his head 
shaved and dipping him  in 
the Holy rive*ofG anga fol­

low ed by rubbing cowdung 
on h is shaved skull. A puja 
was then conducted follow­
ing the rituals o f  Sanatani 
D harm a and  thus tha t guy 
is  henceforth, w ithout any 
ancestry  o r fam ily  tree  o r 
G otra or Nakchetra  a sclf- 
proclaimcd Rajput. I am  not 
sure i f  he did get h is name 
changcd legally by swearing 
an oath before a M agistrate 
in the form o f  an affidavit 
w hich is. a s far a s 1 know, 
no t a llow ed  in the  p ro v i­
s ions o f  any law s in India. 
T hus, w hat wc ignore yet 
w e perceive becomes the e s­
sence o f  our thought process 
and general perception.

The brainw ashing o f  the 
c itiz cn  by the  new s goes 
untraced and undetected in 
m any ways:

Firstly, the new s o f  him 
c o n v e r tin g  to  H indu  S a ­
natani Dharma made head­
lin e s . w hich w as needed  
to  fuel the  H in d u  c la im  
o v e r  G yanvap i d iscou rse  
and Ayodhya Ram Mandir. 
Secondly. It a lso  gave room 
for a feeling o f  dom inance 
and  superiority  o f  H indus 
and subjugation o f  M uslims 
by Hindus. Thirdly, whether 
it is  a c tu a l ly  a fac t and  
w hether the guy w as in fact 
a llow ed by law to live his 
life as a Hindu Sanatani for 
the rest o f  his life remains 
a mystery and no one, liter­
a lly  no media would pursue 
the genuineness and authen­
ticity o f  the  news till its end. 
H ow ever, a s soon  as the 
event look placc somewhere 
in  Masaud. M adhya Pradesh 
a ll the p seudo  na tionalist 
jou rnalists rcachcd the site 
to  report it as a headline for. 
w c a ll know, T R Pand PR o f  
their sponsoring party.

F ourth ly , fo r the  c om ­
mon man, his takeaw ay is 
ju st a  faint memory o f  some 
M uslim guy being converted 
to 1 linduism and he docs not 
carc and he docs not bother to 
know if  he lived a Sanatani 
life or not for the rest o f  his 
life when he is finding ways 
io  son  out (he mess in his 
ow n life.

Similarly, preaching and 
advocating the basic Hindut- 
va  ideology which remains 
core to the BJP. a message is 
being circulated and shared 
o n  soc ia l m edia  p la tfo rm  
W hatsApp where the con­
tents o f  the m essage asks 
the reader to consent to the 
control, power, jurisdiction, 
autonom y and authority o f  
governm ent in  the  adm in­
istration, management, and 
operation o f  religious places 
o f  w o rsh ip  in c lu d in g  the 
pow er to deal with its assets, 
revenue and properties in the 
couniiy. The content o f  the

text is in the form o f  5 o r 6 
one-liner closc-cndcd ques­
tions o f  yes o r no in which all 
the answers are default check- 
marked with a tick asserting 
positive response to the whole 
question o f  the government 
taking the charge and control 
o f  religious institutions. The 
m e ssa g e  m a n ip u la te s  the 
reader to  be convinced that 
the government should have 
all tlx; powers to  deal with all 
affairs and monetary and au­
thoritative transactional man­
agement o f  the holy places 
in the country including the 
power to sell, transfer, levy 
tax on its donation and utilize 
its funds for any other purpose 
a s deemed fit and nccessaiy. 
You read that right!

O n ce  u p o n  a tim e  in 
school, you certainly must 
have read the tussle between 
the  H oly C h u rc h  a nd  the 
King faraw ay in Europe, tin t 
emphasized on the notion o f  
separation o f  religion from 
power. And perhaps it was 
oik* o f  the most epoch-making 
e v en ts  in  h is to ry  tha t re ­
shaped the dynamics o f  power 
which allowed and paved the 
way for progressive develop­
ment. The non- interference 
o f  King over the religious 
faith, practices and rights o f 
his kingdom allowed a citizen 
to  profess and practice his 
faith in peacc without being 
disrupted o r obstructed in his 
duly and profession by lhc 
soldiers o f  the King.

As an educated youth o f  
the Modi-lcd Digital India I 
feel sorry for TV  journalists 
who pretend to be neutral to 
both the sides in a debate, yet 
their statements clearly give 
voice (o their own political 
parly’s agenda and party’s po­
sition o r stand on the debate. 
In the coming days, it will be 
interesting to sec the political 
turmoil in the country as the 
hitherto silence o f  the unprivi­
leged. socially backward and 
Dalit classes have found voice 
in one Dalit leader w ho is 
breaking the unconventional 
stereotypes associated with 
reservation for the socio-cc- 
onomically backward classcs. 
The question o f  the hour is 
w hether the masses warn an 
A khand Bharat w ith its nar­
cissistic llindtutva traditions 
o r w hether they  w ant the 
nation to  be dictated by the 
p rovisions o f  ou r C onstitu­
tion, which is also known as 
the 'law  o f  the land.'

W hile the world is divided 
between Russia and Ukraine, 
India is divided between Ram 
and  R ahim . U nfortunately, 
looking back at the history o f  
both, neither have anything 
new. but a hysterical ode to 
the same old w ives’ tale.

(The writer is Legislative 
R esearch  Fellow , M egha­
laya Institute o f  Governance  
(MIG), Shillong)

Temporary 
halt to 

recruitments
Editor,
The im plem entation o f  

tl)c Roster System with re­
gards to  the post advertised 
before the  Office M emoran­
dum on the Rostfr came out. 
has deeply affccicd aspirants 
fo r governm ent jo b s  from 
one part o f  the State. The 
Roster for some posts came 
out after the exam was con­
ducted . Sim ilarly, for the 
exam  that w ill b e  held on 
April 15. 2023 the number 
o f  posts for each community 
has not yet been specified. 
Sam e is the case with the 
tentative programs o f  screen­
ing tests that will be held in 
the later part o f  ty r i l  and in 
the month o f  May.

Therefore. I request the 
Government to temporarily 
halt the recruitment exams 
un til the m atter has been 
resolved and also to specify 
the number o f  posts for each 
category before conducting 
the exam.

Yours etc.. 
Name withheld on request.

Via email

Vote of thanks 
to the PWD
Editor,
Despite the fact that hands 

o f  the P W D are lied in terms 
o f  m aneuvering  the road

bcautification project thanks 
to non- availability o f  space, 
the PW D Shillong Central 
D ivision had pe rform ed a 
com m endable jo b  a s far a s 
the Shillong bcautification 
is c o n c e rn e d . A nd  JIVA 
has thanked the e fforts o f  
the PW D  with a lighting "I 
love Shillong.” The Policc 
Bazar road w ith the Rotary 
stretch is a thing o r  beauty. 
So too the Barik 1GP point! 
With the traffic intensity  on 
the rise the w ell-perform ed 
jo b  would make the stretch 
last longer. Sa fe ty  fac to r 
has a lso  im proved  sim u l­
taneously. There’s only one 
suggestion  and  tha t is  to 
install speed radars, as the 
better the road the more is 
the temptation to speed. With 
so many government offices 
around these areas the speed 
radar is  a must however, the 
Transport Department must 
a lso  ensure  that the num ­
ber placc registration in the 
front and rear arc eminently 
readable.

The Polo to  G o lf Links 
road too has got a new look. 
But sincc the G o lf Links is 
also a tourist spot with lots o f  
children mov ing around here 
too a speed radar is a must. 
The Sankcr stretch o f  road 
leading towards M ’S Stan­
ley Roy C onstruction and 
to N EHU is  praiseworthy. 
Lest wc forget the VIP road 
is a joint project betw een the 
Central and State PWD. This 
stretch has reduced the traf­
fic congestion in and around

Shillong (from Umiam to the 
c ity) by  leaps and bounds. 
Blessed with GPS mapping, 
experienced drivers have a 
great role to play in reducing 
this incurable traffic snarl in 
the city.

L as t bu t no t le ast, the 
traffic signs with w hite paint 
on Shillong city roads are ap­
preciated. I f  only the drivers 
could  cultivate some civic 
sense • and not to downplay 
the efforts made by the traffic 
policc day in and day  out - 
driving on new Shillong City 
roads w ould bccomc more 
enjoyable than before.

Yours ctc., 
W. Passah.

Nongkrem.

Need to 
re-examine the 

KHADC Clan Bill
Editor,
T he cu ltu re  & custom ­

ary laws o f  Khasi-Pnar and 
Achik arc a  practice o f  almost 
six to seven centuries which 
is very smooth and the best 
trad itio n a l cu stom  in the 
w hole U niverse. We rarely 
see a beggar belonging to a 
known family/clan loitering 
in the street with a begging 
bow l. I f  there is any such 
member, it is the duty o f  the 
youngest daughter o r elose 
aunt who is the custodian o f  
a family/clan to clothe him ' 
her a nd  feed o r take  carc  
a s ‘Ka K ur Ka Ja id . T he 
custodian o f  the belongings

o f  the family clan includes 
property, wealth, ctc particu­
larly the children, nephews, 
nieccs. sisters and brothers. 
I f  the youngest daughter is a 
m inor o r docs not bother, it 
is the duty o f  the next closest 
aunt to look after them. Such 
customary laws occur strictly 
only amongst the Khasi-Pnar. 
Modernization o r to compro­
mise with the other cultures 
o f  the present day lifestyle is 
a driving force to do away 
w ith the Khasi culture and 
customs.

C odification  and  docu­
m entations w  th alterations 
m odification! o f  the basic 
structure o f  Khasi-Pnar cul­
ture and custom s and also 
A chik customary law s is a 
vciy sensitive and a dclicatc 
subject m a tte  which tanta­
mount to  tampering the best 
pillar o f  the Traditional laws 
o f  the tribal people o f  the 
State. Such proposed Clan 
Bill o f  the K iasi H ills A u­
tonom ous District Council 
requires dctailx! re-examina­
tion by the Advocate General 
o f  Meghalaya in consultation 
w ith the State Law & Social 
Justice Department and the 
Constitutional Experts o f  the 
A pex Court in the country 
specia lized  in T rad itional 
Customary Laws & Culture. 
Distribution o f wealth, prop­
erty, ctc. (Khasi Inheritance 
o f  Property BII. 2021) is an 
a flair o f  individual families 
and such ‘well-to-do’ fami­
lies am ongst the tribals o f  
the State are I'ardly 0.5 %  to 
1 %  o f  the population. The

distribution o f  wealth, prop­
erty, etc.. o f  the Khasi-Jaintia 
differ from one sub-tribe to 
another like the War-Shella. 
War Jaintia etc.. therefore no 
law is required to disturb the 
smooth practice o f  the Inheri­
tance o f  property o f  the beau­
tiful and marvellous custom­
ary laws o f  the tribals o f  the 
State. K. Cantlie MA . ICS 
in hi;, book * Notes on Khasi 
L aw ’ in the year 1934 wrote 
that the laws framed in the 
late 1700(s) and early 1800(s) 
by the Sy ictus o f  Hima (chief­
tainships), Syicms o f  Jaintia, u 
Jogidhon W ahadadarof Shclla 
a te to safeguard and protcct the 
well-established Khasi-Jaintia 
culture and traditional customs 
which prevent multiplication 
o f  court cases (Icit iing lich 
iing saw).

K. Cantlie stated that the 
customary practice o f  giving 
respect to paternal and m a­
ternal unclcs (u Ni u Kong), 
A unts (kmic nah kmic san, 
ki kha ki man) is exemplary. 
They arc the best j  udges o f  tl>c 
affairs o f  any family/clan dis­
pute particularly inhcritanccof 
property which is a family af­
fair. I f  any problems arise, it is 
referred to the I Icadman ofthc  
village Dorbar. Rabon Sing, 
the father o f  Khasi Literature 
in his book *Ka Kitab Niam- 
Khcin Ki K hasi’ in chapter 
XXV11 section 2 published in 
1896 wTotc. ‘the Headmen 
can settle the dispute as the 
Syicm o f  the Village Dorbar 
and impose a fine o f  Rs 53 
(fifty  three rupees). As per 
rate o f  the present day. the fine

will not be less than Rs 5,300. 
In Chapter X X VIII. Rabon 
Sing wrote that as per Khasi 
customs, the person who will 
inherit the wealth, house and 
land holdings including all 
paddy fields, the cattle, gold 
and silver and anything that 
belong to the parents and the 
great grandparents will be the 
youngest daughter. She is the 
Custodian o f  the property and 
all the assets (ka nongri iing ri 
scm, ka nongkynthup ia u kur u 
para ha ka iap ka im bad ha ka 
jinglut jingscp ia u synniang.u 
bynhci ha kano kano ka kam). 
He further stated that in the 
customs o f  tlx; sub-tribe ‘War', 
all children inherit equal share 
o f  the earnings o f  th : patents 
on condition that they jointly 
shoulder the responsibility  
o f  requirements o f  the fam­
ily/clan. Tampering with the 
customary laws on the plea 
o f  modernity is a  suicide for 
the new generation o f  tribal 
people o f  M eghalaya. L in­
eage and inheritance through 
w omen and in particular the 
youngest daughter amongst 
the Khasi-Jaintia is the best 
eoiKept ofm atrilincal society 
in the w hole  w orld  where 
honour and respect are be­
stowed on them.

Yours ctc., 
W.L. Lyngdoh, 
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Bob’s Banter 
Beef Ban, Beer, 
and Bullying..!

By Robert Clements

As beef gets banned and 
beer prohibited in some parts 
o f  India, bullying seems to 
be rep lacing  the  cu linary  
delights o f  eating and drink­
ing in those placcs. In my 
very vivid imagination. I sec 
that the ban has made some 
people  a bit unru ly : “ We 
were worried when b e ef was 
banned." remarked a villager. 
"A dded  to tha t, ou r c h ic f 
m in is te r  decided  to  make 
beer scarce, so the only pas­
time left was bullying!"

“ And what a wonderful 
recreation it is!" agreed a 
city resident. “ If  I’d known it 
w as such fun. I 'd  have given 
up beer anti b eef a long time 
ago!”

T hey  both w atched  as 
their leader, a local ruffian 
swaggcicil uvci, “ Today ib 
Sunday!" fe said.

‘‘So, no bullying today?" 
they  b o th  a sk ed  lo o k in g  
m ournful. ‘‘Wc d o n 't w ant 
any holidays from bullying, 
th a t's  the on ly  way, I can 
handle the c rav ing  in my 
belly  and the c rie s  o f  my 
liver!"

“ 1 never said it’s  a holi­
day!" smiled their local lead­
er. "Today wc scare church 
goers in their churches!"

“Hurray!" cricd the two 
and gather ng a gang rushed 
into a local church, tore their 
religious tooks and  looked 
the priest n  the face. "You 
arc converting our people!" 
they both shouted.

“ T hese  a re  o u r  regu lar 
worshippers!”  said the wor­
ried priest. “Wc arc not doing 
any conversion!”

W ith  a w ar  c ry , they  
turned over the pews, pinned 
the people against the wall, 
slapped women and children.

horror o f  the  people who 
had dc-boardcd they passed 
w ater a ll over, like  little
children. They came tunning 
out boarded an ambulance 
and near the hospital one o f  
them shouted. "Look there’s 
a crowd at the hospital!"

“Could be an accidcnt!" 
said the city  dw eller, but 
looking with interest as he 
he ard  sh o u tin g . " M aybe  
w c better sec w hat's hap­
pening!"

They w alked across to 
the hospital, and  vvatchcd 
as people walked to  the ca­
sualty department carrying 
iron rods and other danger­
ous im plem ents, "W h a t's  
happen ing  in s id e? ”  they 
asked one o f  the men. "Why 
arc  you a ll carrying these 
weapon*?"

“ D o c t o r  b a s h in g ! "  
grinned the man, “ We arc 
on our way to bash the lo­
cal d o c to r  a nd  th e  o the r 
interns?"

“ W hat did he do?” asked 
the villager.

“ Is there need for any 
reason to bash doctors any­
more in our country?" asked 
the m en w alking into the 
hospital. “Here take these 
two iron rods! They arc a  bit 
light so you two can attack 
the women doctors!"

The two entered the l»s- 
p ita l, a nd  looked around  
for saris and housecoats. 
They found a lady doctor 
in a com er and  rushed at 
her. She ran out screaming 
bu t no t b e fo re  they  had 
tripped her and dealt her a 
few blows. There were other 
doctors and interns and the 
two had a field time in  the 
hosp ita l, a lso  b rea k in g  a 
cardio-m achinc, an X-ray

In my very' vivid imagination, I see that the 
ban has made some people a bit unruly: “We 

were worried when beef was banned, ”  re­
marked a villager, “Added to that, our chief 
minister decided to make beer scarce, so the 

only pastime left was bullying/ ”

smashed a few sacrcd items 
and then ran out triumphant.

“T hat w as g o o d  fu n !” 
shouted the villager.

“ I d idn ’t even  feel the 
need for a sip o f  beer!"

“O r me. b e e r "  said the 
villager, "Hey look, why is 
that boy la n d in g  a lone?” 
They both looked a t a young 
lad  ta lk ing  on h is phone, 
standing in the shade while 
he spoke.

“ W hen a boy stands alone, 
he is an eve teaser o r he’s up 
to  lovc-jihad!” shouted the 
resident.

“ Eve teasers are a menace 
to  society, th a t’s  w hat the 
ch ief minister said!”

The bo» speaking on the 
phone suddenly found him­
se lf  thrown to the ground. 
He screamed, and his mother 
who he was speaking to on 
the o the r ;nd . shouted h is 
name, but le r  words went un­
heard as hi; phone fell on the 
ground anti w as trampled on 
roughly by the two. “Never 
go after our women!”  they 
cricd as they beat him up and 
left him a crumpled mess.

"What's, that'?" asked the 
villager.

"T hat's the airport!" said 
the city person proudly, feel­
ing clcvcr he knew so  much 
more than the villager. “ Here 
p lanes carrying m oneyed, 
sophistica ted  people from 
one city toanothcr!"

"Sophisticated people?" 
a sk ed  the v illa g e r  a s  he 
po in ted  to peop le  ye lling  
and  shouting . "D o n ’t sec 
much sophistication around!" 
They both ran to the aircraft 
and were just in  time lo sec 
a man coming out with his 
pants wet.

"It’s a passenger and looks 
like he 's peed in the plane!" 
cricd the v Hager, "he seems 
to be turning your so cailcd 
sophisticated air-travcl into 
a circus!"

"You villagers don 't have 
to bccomc civ ilized!" shout­
ed the cily  d w eller , “ Wc 
city dwellers a re  becoming 
uncivilized!"

“Com e lets go in and do
what that passenger just did!”
cried the other tw o and to the

unit and bo ttles o f  stored 
blood. They grinned as they 
saw the bloodied mess they 
had made together.

They were truly proud o f  
themselves.

It was evening when the 
two sauntered back together, 
“We arc helping improve our 
country, after the beef and 
beer ban!" they said to  one 
another.

“T h a t 's  true!"  said the 
city resident. "I feel pure and 
holy today!"

" If  our country had gone 
through this ban before, we 
would have been an untaint­
ed. chaste  and w holesome 
people!" said the villager.

" It fee ls  like  hav ing  a 
bath in a sacred river!" said 
the city man, “ I feel so trans­
formed inside, I feel proud 
to say I am  truly a citizen o f  
our nation! It is important wc 
tell more and more people to 
jo in  in this bullying move­
ment! We can bring about 
a  parivarthan. a change for 
the better!"

"I agree,"  sa id  the v il­
lager. "W hat a lovely feeling 
it is!"

“ I hope tom orrow  wc 
have m ore  o f  the  sam e!"  
said the city man, “It was fun 
beating those church people, 
that romco too, and I quite 
liked helping that man with 
using his chappal. Ifiat doc­
tor bashing w as fun! With 
all that excitement. I 'm  a bit 
hungry now!"

“ Jo in  me fo r d inne r!” 
winked h is friend the v il­
lager. “ I m ight be  able to 
serve you  som eth ing  you 
may relish! M y w ife has 
been able to  lay hands on 
some smuggled meat!"

“ Excellent!" shouted the 
c ity  m an . "A n d  I 'v e  got 
some illegal home crafted 
beer with me! Let’s celebrate 
this ban together!"

A nd the  v ir tu o u s  tw o 
walked piously and purpose­
fully towards their celebra­
tion dinner..!

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers Course. For 
more details contact him on 
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“ Reality is m erely an illusion, albeit 
a  very persistent one. ”

—  A lb ert E instein
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Young India, old leaders
A G E . it is s a id , is  ju s t  a  n u m b e r. A g e  b y  i t s e l f  d o e s  

n o t d e fin e  th e  level o f  o n e ’s  p e rfo rm a n c e . Y et, a g e in g  

m e a n s  a  lo ss  o f  v im . v ig o u r a n d  v ita lity  fo r  m o s t in d i­

v id u a ls  - th e  rea so n  w h y  a  r e ti re m e n t a g e  is  im p o s e d  

o n  jo b s  in  b o th  g o v e rn m e n t  a n d  p r iv a te  s e c to r s .  It 

is  th e  e n e rg y  o f  th e  y o u th  th a t p o w e rs  n a t io n s  a n d  

in s t itu tio n s . T o d ay , th a t e n e rg y  p o w e rs  In d ia . C h in a  

a n d  m u c h  o f  the  o r ie n ta l w o rld  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  

o f  J a p a n , w h ere  m a rr ia g e  a s  a n  in s t itu tio n  is  d y in g  

a n d  p ro c re a tio n  is  n o  lo n g e r  s e e n  a s  an  im p e ra tiv e . 

S o  to o  w ith  th e d c v c lo p c d  W est, b e  it  E u ro p e  o r  th e  

A m e ric a s . W h en  it  c o m e s  to  In d ia , s o m e  6 5  p e rc e n t  

o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  c o m p r i s e s  th o se  u n d e r  a g e  35 ; 

a n d  so m e  6 0  c ro re  In d ia n s  a re  th e  y o u th  b e tw e e n  

th e  a g e s  o f  15 and  3 5 . Y et. w h a t lo o k s  lu d ic ro u s  is 

th a t th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  m o s t p a r t ie s  c o m p ris e s  a g e ­

in g  m e n . M o re  so  w ith  a n a c h ro n is m s  lik e  th e  tw o  

C o m m u n is t p a ttie s , w h e re in  th e  o ld  le a d e rs  re m a in  

f irm ly  p e rc h e d  on th e ir  s e a ts  w ith o u t g iv in g  th e  ne x t 

g e n e r a t io n  a  c h a n c e  to  p e rfo rm . T h is  s e n t im e n t  

fo u n d  e x p re ss io n  a t  th e  C P I-M  le a d e rs h ip  m e e tin g  

in  W est B e n g a l th is  w e e k , w ith  le a d e rs  o f  its  s tu d e n t 

a n d  y o u th  w in g s  c o m p la in in g  b itte r ly  th a t th e  e ld e rs  

s a n s  a n y  e n e rg y  a re  v ir tu a lly  k ill in g  th e  pa rty .

A s  fo r  th e  C P I-M , w h ic h  h e ld  a  f irm  g r ip  o v e r  

g o v e rn a n c e  in  W est B e n g a l fo r  s e v e n  te rm s  o r  34  

y e a r s , th e  p a rty  lo st i t s  su p p o r t n o t ju s t  in  B e n g a l bu t 

a lm o s t  e ls e w h e re . T h e  C P I  h a s  lo st i ts  n a tio n a l p a rty  

s ta tu s  a n d  th e  C P I-M  m ig h t fac e  th e  s a m e  fa te  a f te r  

th e  2 0 2 4  po lls . T he C P I-M  is  led  b y  S i ta ra m  Y echu iy , 

7 0 , w h ile  th e  B e n g a l p a r ty  s e c re ta ry  M d  S a lim  is 

6 5 ; b o th  b e in g  m u c h  " y o u n g e r "  th a n  th e  w h o le  lot 

o f  o ld ie s  in h a b itin g  th e  p a r ty ’s  le a d e rs h ip  s tru c tu re s  

f o r  m a n y  y e a rs . A s fo r  th e  B JP , P r im e  M in is te r  N a-  

r e n d ra  M o d i is n e a r in g  73  a n d  th e  p a rty  h a s  p u t a 

b a r  o n  a g e  fo r  le ad e rsh ip  a t  7 5 . N o  s u c h  b a r  e x is ts  in 

o th e r  p a rtie s . So  m a n y  p o lit ic ia n s  in  th e  h ig h e r  ra n k s  

In th e  C o n g re s s  p a rty  a re  7 0 -p lu s ,  h a v in g  b e e n  in 

c irc u la tio n  fo r  o v e r  h a l f  a  c e n tu ry . In fu s io n  o f  f re sh  

b lo o d  is im p o r ta n t f o r  e v e r y  p o lit ic a l e s ta b l ish m e n t 

a s  a lso  fo r  o th e r  e n titie s . P r iv a te  e n titie s  r is e  to  th e  

o c c a s io n  a s  c o m p a n ie s  a re  e m in e n t ly  g u id e d  b y  a 

s u r v iv a l  in s tin c t a n d  th e  y a rd s t ic k  fo r  c o n tin u a t io n  

in  a  j o b  is  s h c e r c o m p e te n c c . N o t s o  f o r  th e  p o lit ic a l 

p a rtie s , w h ic h  are a  ru lc -u n to - th e m se lv es . T h o se  w h o  

e n jo y e d  th e  lim e lig h t lik e  c e llu lo id  h e ro e s  a re  no t 

w illin g  to  v a ca te  th e ir  s p a c e  e v e n  w h e n  th e y  h a v e  

s ta r te d  g re y in g  a n d  sh r in k in g .

Shad Suk Mynsiem: Going 
beyond the festivities

Ka Shad Suk M ynsiem  
held annually  a round  this 
tim e o f  y ear is m arked by 
so le m n ity  a nd  sp le n d o u r  
blended with subtlety. It is 
especially delightful to watch 
young men in their finery do­
ing the shad mastich - a really 
joyful and  expressive dance 
step that keeps in tune with 
the ksing and bom (percus­
sion instalm ents) even while 
the maidens concentrate on 
their footwork. Both men and 
women dance with their bare 
feet touching m other earth. 
It must mean som ething to  
the dancers. They must feel 
elated and connected with the 
divine. For those w ho watch 
this dance  with a gratefu l 
heart and with a sense  o f  
worship but a lso with a c u ri­
ous mind to understand the 
essence o f  the dance itself 
and w hy dancers need the 
acc o u tre m e n ts  (g o ld  a nd
silver appurtenances), chat
unw ittingly excludes those 
that cannot afford those ac­
cesso rie s , the re  a re  m any 
unanswered questions.

B e fo re  th e  a d v e n t o f  
Christianity  a ll Khasis and 
Jaintias believed in a  creator 
(U Blci nongbuh nongthaw). 
At that point in ou r histoiy 
we w ere all more o r less on 
the sam e economic footing. 
No family was so rich a s to 
need a gate to protect itself 
and  its earth ly  possession  
from thieves. 1 would like to 
believe that w e lived a frugal 
lifestyle but that w e had a 
deep  sense  o f  com m unity. 
O f  course, a few who were 
gifted with the business a cu­
men learn t to  trade, m ade 
grea t s tr id e s  a nd  becam e 
m ore  w ea lth y  than  th e ir  
neighbours. T hat's when our 
ancestors had to invent the 
'T h lcn ' because  there w as 
no w ay to explain how some 
people cam e into so  much 
w ealth . I am  rem inded  o f  
Yuval N oah lia ra r i 's  book 

21 Lessons for the  21st 
Century w here he  explains 
how  all relig ion  in fiction  
and how people have been 
brainwashed to believe that 
fiction and how they could be 
unified to  either be a positive 
o r negative force.

1 have alw ays w ondered 
w hether as a Christian and 
a K hasi. I would give pre­
c ed e n ce  to  m y C h ris t ia n  
be liefs  o v e r  those lessons 
passed on by m y ancestors. 
This is a troubling thought. I 
w as just a year old when my 
non-Christian m other took 
me to a church to be baptised. 
My mother never becam e a

By Patricia M ukhim

Christian until 1974 .1 wish I 
had asked her why and under 
what compulsions did she get 
me baptised? It's an answer 
that will always b e  ‘M owin' 
in the  w ind.' IVrhaps I never 
asked out o f  respect and be­
cause 1 though  it w as a way 
o f  giving me a name without 
the trappings o f a ‘ceremony’ 
since she did not know bet­
ter. W hatever her com pul­
sions. I rcspcct m y m other’s 
decisions then for she must 
have done w hat she  knew 
best. M y question today is 
w hether being a C h ristian  
makes m e less o f  a Khasi? I 
think this question troubles 
many w ho believe they can 
straddle both v orlds without 
comprom ising on either.

To be Khasi is  to  believe 
in  the value systems o f  this
tuiiiinuiiily -  value systems
that have stood the test o f  
tim e and  are a d irective to  
the good life. The good life 
here does not. by any stretch 
o f  imagination, mean a life 
o f  affluence . Far from  it. 
The good life as understood 
by the Khasis o f  yore exem ­
plified a healthy respect for 
what is considered today as 
the public good meaning the 
good o f  the Urgcst number 
o f  people. K lusi society was 
oncc  a caring  com m unity  
where m em bers rushed to  
help  a nyone  in need . NVc 
never had very poor people 
as w e have today. N or did 
w e have a land less Khasi 
fo r land w as considered  a 
com m unity  asset. So how  
d id  land  becom e  p r iv a te  
property? True, the British 
who needed a nd  for their 
administrative infrastructure 
needed to ensure that there 
were adcquatedocunicnts for 
land acquisition, so  that such 
land became their "property." 
I guess the British in 1826 
never knew they would see 
the day whcri 1947 w ould 
arrive and they would have 
to  pack their bags and leave. 
T hey  n e v er  ihought they  
would sec the end o f  Bmpirc. 
But the inevitable happened. 
However, the British legacy 
o f  creating land ow ners who 
could then sell o ff  their plots 
to  w hosoever they  chose  
too  has stuck. In this aspect 
religion has no role. All are in 
the same boat. Those from the 
Khasi indigenous faith • the 
Niam Khasi, Niamtrc should 
have  been  the vanguards 
o f  this greatest com m unity 
asset and presented it from

becom ing privately owned 
property which subsequently 
excludes poorer members o f  
the community from owning 
even a tiny plot for a roof 
over their heads. I have seen 
no effort on the part o f  the 
members o f  the Seng Khasi/ 
Niam Khasi N iamtrc trying 
to  bring about any reforms in 
this most crucial area which 
has the potential to turn large 
num bers o f  K hasi-Ja in tia  
people landless. N eedless to 
say the churches have yet to  
address the issues o f  inequal­
ity  in soc ie ty  for obvious 
reasons. T he affluent form a 
large chunk o f  tithe paying 
members.

M y point here is not to 
lay the blame for the stark 
in e q u a li tie s  in the  in d ig ­
enous Khasi-Jaintia societv 
on  th e  S eng  K hasi Nian'i 
K hasi/N iam tre . H ow ever, 
s ince  the indigenous faith  
laid great stress on “ Kamai 
ia ka H ok,” (earn  through 
a life o f  righteousness) Tip 
bricw. T ip Blci (in serving 
fellow  hum ans, w e serve  
G od). Kamai da ka umsycp 
(In effect this m eans don 't 
take what does not belong to 
you. See  that you cam  every 
penny  th rough  th e  sw ea t 
o f  your brow ). In fact, the 
book Ki Jingsncng Tymmen 
(Khasi ethics and etiquette) 
by Radhon Sing Kharwan- 
lang tran s la ted  by  B ijoya 
Saw ian  encapsu lates these 
e ternal K hasi values. But 
w hether K hasis (Christians 
& Niam Khasi Niamtrc)still 
practise those values is  a  big 
question mark.

Christianity docs no t pre­
clude the practice o f  Khasi 
v ir tu e s  w h ie h  a re  n o b le , 
equ itab le  and  w hich form  
the core  o f  good human be­
haviour. A Khasi o r  Jaintia 
o f  any faith still practices the 
matrilineal tradition and all 
that it encompasses. I don 't 
b«liovo that being a Chrie- 
tian should then preclude a 
Khasi-Jaintia from being pan 
o f  the Khasi indigenous tra­
ditions o f  morals and  ethics. 
G ranted that a Christian may 
o r may not participate in the 
externalities such as  the reli­
gious rites but that does not 
make him  he r a non-Khasi or 
a comprom ised Khasi.

At th e  e n d  o f  th e  day  
w hether one  is  a Christian 
o r  a N iam  K hasi/N iam tre  
the defining characteristic is 
one 's behaviour and whether 
one still follows those time-

tested moral values that keep 
society from  plum bing the 
depths o f  selfishness and the 
relentless craze for accum u­
lating w ealth by breaking all 
the societal norms laid down 
by ou r wise elders. T his is 
what is  threatening Khasi- 
Jaintia society today. A s a 
people we a rc  caught in a 
spiral o f  wanting to  climb the 
economic ladder by breaking 
all the rules o f  the game. In 
fact, these concerns should 
unite u s a s a people instead 
o f  looking askance at each 
other.

It is a great error o f  his­
tory that those follow ing the 
N iam K hasi/Niam tre should 
b e  c lasscd  a s  H indus and 
therefore fall in the category 
o f  the m ajority community 
simply because no one fought 
hard to explain to the m akers 
o f  the Constitution that there 
a re  people  in  this country 
who are neither I lindu/Mus- 
lim C hristian  B uddhist etc 
but adhere to  the indigenous 
faith and therefore it is high 
tim e to recognise them as a 
minority group. It is unfair 
that those belonging to the 
indigenous faith should not 
receive  th e ir  scho larsh ip s  
and other forms o f  assistance 
from  the M inority  A ffa irs 
Ministry. And why has this 
never been discussed in the 
Sta te  A sse m b ly ?  O r why 
have our MPs not taken up 
this matter in Parliament?

Let m e c o n c lu d e  w ith 
a quo te  from  Yuval N oah 
H a ra r i 's  ‘21 L es so n s fo r 
the 21st Century,' from the 
Chapter Despair and H ope 

“T hough the c h a lle n g ­
es a rc  unprecedented , and 
though the disagreements are 
intense, humankind can rise 
to the occasion if  w e keep 
otir fears under control and 
be a bit more humble about 
our views."

At no tim e in our history 
has it become imperative to 
work unitedly as the Khasi- 
Ja in tia  com m un ity  w ith  a 
more sagacious understand­
ing o f  what it is to  be  a “com ­

m unity we do not discrim i­
nate between blue-blooded 
Khasi and khun-shitcng(half 
breed), a s i f  the  latter can 
do nothing right w h ile  the 
former can do no wrong. A 
friend recently  said. “ W ho 
says Khasi society does not 
hav e a class'castc system? O f 
course it does. A Khasi bom 
o f  a Khasi m other and a  non- 
tribal father is considered an 
outcast. T hese  d iscrim ina­
tions a re  toxic but w e seem 
to shy away from addressing 
them. Why?

Congress is 
down but 

not out
Editor,
I d o n 't  a g re e  w ith  the 

views expressed by Salil Ge- 
wali in his letter dated March 
21. 2023  (R ahul G andh i 
Scripts the Congress Dow n­
fall). W hile at no point has 
Rahul Gandhi him selforany 
o the r p o litician  explicitly  
portrayed th e  form er as a 
future Prime Minister o f  In­
dia. it is also true hat Rahul 
( iandhi is the only politician 
from O pposition ranks that 
can challenge  the aura o f  
inv in c ib ility  o f  N arcndra  
Modi. MrCJandhi sonc  face 
w hose popularity and reach 
far outstrips that o f  a Pilot 
o r a Tharoor. "Bharat Jodo 
Yatra," may not be the magic 
w and to  revive the Congress 
but did it not galvanize the 
party workers and ordinary 
citizens o f  this country that 
still values scculirism  and 
co-existence by respecting 
the cultures, languages and 
c u sto m s o f  various c o m ­
munities?

W e a ll know  how  the  
sm all s ta te s in the N orth 
East vo te . Bereft o f  any  
significant natural resources 
and with natural constraints 
such  as to pog raphy  tha t 
lim its  econom ic  dev elo p ­
ment. w e tend to  vote for the 
pony which is in power at the 
centre. BJP gradually got a 
s trang lehold  in ihc N orth 
E ast a s the Congress w ent 
out o f  pow er a t C entre. I 
am sure i f  Congress w as in 
pow er at the Centre, the NPP 
would have allied with the 
C ongress instead o f the BJP 
who as N PP supreino Conrad 
Sangma correctly predicted

would not get more than 2 
scats in M eghalaya A ssem ­
bly Elections 2023. Congress 
m ay be weak but it is  not 
dead . BJP cam e to pow er 
in M an ipu r in  2017  a fte r  
coercing other parties to  an 
alliance even though it was 
the Congress under O. Ibobi 
Singh which won the maxi­
mum seats. In N agaland, the 
BJP is playing second fiddle 
to NDDP. So, it is not that the 
Congress support base has 
vanished overnight. BJP lost 
Himachal Pradesh. Yet they 
keep on claim ing that it is 
Rahul Gandhi who is losing 
elections. People know how 
the M VA government in M a­
harashtra was brought down 
through unethical political 
m oves. R ecently , the  BJP 
lost byc-clcctions in M aha­
rashtra in areas it considered 
its stronghold.

Instead ofd ism issing Ra­
hul G andh i's  sta tem en t in 
England as thoughtless and 
d e trim en ta l to  the im age 
o f  th e  na tion , o ne  w ould  
be  better o f f  by pondering 
a s  to  w hy he m ade those 
rem arks. G andhi w as no t 
speak ing  ill o f  his parents 
o r  ancestors. Rather he was 
speaking his mind on what 
a ils the country. T he mere 
fact o f  speaking one 's mind 
is  being interpreted a s being 
a n ti-n a tio n a l can n o t b e  a 
justification for asking Rahul 
Gnadhi to  apologise and for 
ho ld ing  the Parliam ent to 
ransom . PM M odi him self 
has spoken ill o f  the country 
in  foreign shores on num er­
ous occasions. H e claim ed 
that Indians are ashamed o f  
b e ing  Indians. In ano ther 
instance, he said that Indians 
ask themselves what they did 
in  their previous lives to be 
punished w ith a life in India 
now. W ho will ask Modi to

apologize?
Since 2014 the country1 

may have built moreairports, 
better roads, and constructed 
more medical and engineer­
ing colleges, but the country 
has a lso  seen a rise in a t­
tacks on the very fabric o f  
this secular and democratic 
country. Countless instances 
o f  vigilante groups thrashing 
people carrying cattle which 
is  nothing but into lerance  
towards the culture o f  other 
religions. B eef ban w as not 
successfu l a t le as t in the 
C h r is t ia n  d o m in a te d  NE 
sta te s . W ho w ill c o u n te r  
Mohan Bhagwat's claim  that 
all Khasis are Hindus? W hat 
are M r G cw ali's thoughts on 
the IT raids that befell BBC- 
soon after it had released a 
docum entary  on M odi?  It 
is known that the then PM. 
Alai B ihari Vajpayee w as 
convinced by L.K. A dvani 
not to sack Modi who was 
th e  then  CM  o f  G u ja ra t. 
Instead o f  targeting  Rahul 
G andh i for ra is in g  som e 
pertinent points albeit in a 
foreign land, one must ask 
why UCC is being planned to 
be implemented in a country 
as diverse a s ours, forgetting 
that our country is not only 
a union o f  states but also an 
am algam ation  o f  different 
religions, cultures, customs 
and that diversity  is  unity. 
Econom ic developm ent at 
the cost o f  social disharmony 
is no development at all.

Patricia M ukhim 'sarticlc. 
"A na ly sing  th e  C ong ress  
and its revival prospects” on 
the other hand is insightful 
indeed. The tone and tenor 
o f  the words lean more to­
wards concern, that the party 
that oncc dominated India's 
politics is on the w ane and a 
cautious optimism, that Con­
gress may em erge stronger

and  g ive  us a v ibrant d e ­
mocracy which is impossible 
without a strong opposition 
party. M ukhin is not dism is­
sive o f  the Congress and no 
one should be either.

Yours etc..
K hom dran Lalal Singh.

Shillong-1

Kudos for 
prompt action 

to prevent 
sand mining
Editor.
I am  writing to  express 

my heartfelt appreciation for 
the Meghalaya Government’s 
sw ift and resolute action in 
detecting and addressing the 
illegal sand mining activities 
in the Manda River. North 
Garo Hills The recent revela­
tion that a road construction 
com pany was involved in 
this illegal activity is deeply 
concerning and h ighlights 
the need for urgent action 
to prevent ecological im bal­
ance and potential disasters 
in our hilly areas.

A s a na ture  lo v e r and  
responsib le  c itiz en , I am  
grateful to  the M eghalaya 
G overnm en t o ffic ia ls  lo r 
their unw avering com m it­
ment to cnvitonmcntal pro­
tection. Your tireless efforts 
in upholding the law s and 
regulations related to illegal 
sand mining ire  com m end­
a b le . Y our v ig ilance  and 
dedication in safeguarding 
the delicate balance o f  our 
ecosystem  in hilly regions 
arc truly insp ring.

I w an t to e x p re ss  my 
sincere appreciation foryour 
prompt and cecisive action 
in holding those responsible 
accountable. Your efforts in

detecting and addressing ille­
gal sand mining are crucial in 
preserving the natural beauty 
and resources o f  Meghalaya 
for future generations. Your 
com m itm ent to  protecting 
our hilly areas at any cost is 
commendable and deserving 
o f  praise.

O nce again, I extend my 
deepest gratitude to the M e­
g h a lay a  G o v ern m e n t fo r 
y o u r re le n tle ss  e ffo rts  in 
safeguarding the interests o f  
our state and its people. Your 
dedication to environmental 
protection serves a s an ex­
emplary model for others to 
follow. I'hank you for your 
u n w av e rin g  co m m itm en t 
to  p reserving the eco log i­
cal balance and preventing 
disasters in Meghalaya.

Yours ctc..
Dr. Sadananda Hcggadal 

Math 
Bengaluru

‘Railway as 
Bogeyman’

Editor,
The editorial piece m en­

tioned above drew  my atten­
tion tow ards the necessity  
o f  extension o f  railway line 
to the  state o f  M eghalaya, 
especially  the capita l city. 
Shillong. In fact, I w ould 
like  to  po in t ou t the  few  
a dvan tag es o f  hav ing  the 
railways in ou r state. That 
the railw ays a re  m ore  e f ­
ficient a s  a public transport 
system  besides cargo  will 
help reduce the traffic con­
gestion in Shillong to a huge 
extent. W hy w ould 1 drive 
my vehicle to Shillong add­
ing to the daily traffic chaos 
i f  1 can avail cheap and ef­
ficient transport system s like 
the railw ays and  arrive  al 
my intended destination on

time ? This will be the same 
for other people w ho plan 
to  visit the state capital for 
work o r leisure and this in 
turn w ill help reduce traffic 
congestion in the city. B e­
sides. it’s  a chcapcr transport 
a lte rna tive  for passengers 
and goods w hich ultimately 
benefit the common man. If  
the state government is really 
serious about im proving the 
economy o f  the poor then in­
troduction o f  railways to the 
capital city is imperative.

A vailability o f  rail con­
nectivity to different district 
h e ad quarte rs  o f  the  s ta te  
will definitely improve the 
livelihoods and economy o f  
the common citizens o f  the 
state. B esides it will help 
case the  traffic congestion 
caused by overloaded trucks 
as w ell a s reduce the carbon 
footprint due to  the  burning 
o f  fossil fuels, not to mention 
the reduced environm ental 
pollution.

R a il c o n n e c tiv ity  w ill 
he lp add ress  the  issue  o f  
unem ploym en t o f  the  lo ­
cal youth, a s mentioned in 
you r ed ito ria l it w ill a lso  
greatly benefit the farmers in 
transportation o f  their goods 
at c heaper rates. T hat the 
arrival o f  the railways will 
de fin itely  have d irec t and 
indirect benefit to the com ­
mon citizens is  a  foregone 
conclusion.

Yours etc., 
Stanley LK Dicngdoh.

Umsning, 
Ri Bhoi District

A rticles and le tters ap ­
p earin g  o n  th is  p age  a re  
the  v iew s o f  th e  w r i te r s1 
a u th o r s  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

L atest d e le t io n s  in  h is to ry  te x tb o o k s  
bv  N C F.R T g o  a g a in s t  s e c u la r  In d ia

Mughal period’s 
contribution 

cannot be ignored
B y Krishna Jha

T his year, the Indepen­
dence Day celebrations and 
the prime m inister's speech 
from  the ram parts o f  Red 
F o r t w ould  n o t m ake  u s  
p roud o f  ou r architectural 
achievements, its aesthetics, 
since Red Fort stands bereft 
o f  its history. Taj M ahal, 
one  o f  the seven w onders o f  
the world, w ould turn into 
virtual reality. Like our great 
poet Rabindranath Tagore 
had  called  Taj M ahal, “a 
drop o f  t:a r  on the eternal 
folds o f  time" (kalerka pol 
to  leek binduashrujol. Taj 
Mahal). But it is also a  fact 
that no one can tear away the 
entire medieval period from 
the weave o f  tim e. There is 
the issue o f consistency, and 
the running chronology o f  
culture, creativity, progress 
and finally the civilisational 
truth.

T he very  f irs t w ar o f  
independence  again st the 
colonial -ulers w as fought 
under the leadership o f  Ba­
hadur Shih Zaffar. the last 
M ughal emperor. O urs was 
o n c o f  those countries where 
the  vast m asses  from  all 
reg ions, com m unities and 
political adherence  jo ined  
th e  freedom struggle with 
o n e  s ing le  a im , freedom  
from the British colonialism.

there is an  attem pt to b e ­
little  o r  to ta lly  de lete  the 
Muslim contributions in the 
nation building process o f  
the country. Similar attem pts 
were m ade during the reign 
o f  A ta l B ehari V ajpayee  
from 1999 to  2004, w hen 
history books published by 
the NCERT and w ritten by 
several renowned historians, 
inc luding RS Sharm a and 
Bipan Chandra, were taken 
away from circulation.

It is not deletion alone, 
there are also attem pts to d is- 
tort certain valuable parts o f  
history with suppression o f  
facts. In c lass twelve history 
textbooks, there are passages 
on G andhi tha t have been 
axed like, “G andhi's pursuit 
o f  Hindu M uslim unity pro­
voked Hindu extrem ists... 
RSS w as banned.” ...Then, 
“...He was particularly d is­
liked by those who wanted 
H indus to  take revenge o r 
who w anted India to become 
a c o un try  o f  H indus like  
Pakistan. G andhiji thought 
that these people were mis­
guided. He w as convinced 
tha t any  a ttem p t to  m ake 
India into a country only for 
the  H indus w ould destroy 
Ind ia ."  T hen  a lso  “ ...H is  
steadfast pursuit o f  Hindu- 
M uslim unity provoked H in­
du extrem ists so much that

A s the straggle concluded, it 
w as an easy shi ft towards de­
mocracy, with modem ideals 
and value*. T he Constitution 
w as p repared  d u r in g  the  
years o f  1947-49, taking care 
o f  our demographic profile. 
It w as adopted in 1950 with 
a preamble that prom ised us 
a sovereign, secular, dem o­
c ra tic  republic. A ny shift 
in  these  p rem ises  w ou ld  
be against the spirit o f  our 
Constitution. We, the people, 
who have survived partition, 
its blood soaked days, had 
s ti ll voted for secu larism  
and  democracy in the first 
general election itself, which 
show ed that the  values are 
sacred like ou r lives itself. 
Yet there are challenges.

Several p a ssages from 
the  periods o f  D elhi S u l­
tanate and M ughal empire 
have  been deleted . T here  
are missing sections in text­
books released by NCERT in 
early  April covering several 
hundred years o f  the M u­
ghal Empire. There a rc  also 
m issing sections from  the 
indcpcnccncc  pe riod  like  
assassination  o f  M ahatm a 
G andhi. Gujarat riots among 
o thers . There arc a lso  the 
issues like caste, c lass and 
religion and their relation­
ship with pow er that have 
been deleted. N CERT has 
tried to justify taking these 
steps a s ro t to  overload the 
studen ts  in  C O V ID  days. 
T hey  also said it w as part 
o f  the  norm al p rocess  o f  
rationalisation only.

T he resu lt is  s tu d e n ts  
w ould be dep rived  o f  the 
chapters handling the period 
between fifteen hundred AD 
to the middle o f  seventeen 
hundred a D. that is, the en­
tire Mughal period. NCERT 
books are studied by large 
num ber o f students all over 
the  country . T he rec o m ­
m endations have com c on 
the pretest that these dele­
tions would not affec t the 
students' pursuit o f  know l­
edge. The fact is that in our 
country. Hindu form eighty
percent o f total population,
w hile M uilinis have a share 
o f  fourteen percent.

According to historians.

they made several attem pts 
to  a ssass in ate  G andh iji... 
He refused to  take  armed 
protection.”  The rest o f  the 
passage that was not deleted, 
says. “Finally on January 30. 
1948. o ne  such  extrem ist 
N athuram  V inayak G odsc  
w alked up to Gandhiji dur­
ing his evening prayers and 
fired five bullets a t him. and 
killed him.”

T h a t w as no t a ll .  T he  
passage  tha t spoke  about 
the com m unal situation in 
the coun try  in G an d h iji's  
post-assassination days was 
also am ong those deleted: 
“ G a n d h i j i 's  d e a th  had  a 
magical effect on the com ­
munal situation in the coun­
try. P ost Partition  related 
anger and violence suddenly 
subsided. T he governm ent 
o f  India cracked  dow n on 
o r g a n is a t io n s  th a t  w e re  
spreading communal hatred. 
Organisations like Rashtriya 
Swayamscwak Sangh were 
banned for som e tim e. C om ­
munal politics began to lose 
its appeal.”

There has been deletion 
o f  protests also that became 
so c ia l m ovem en ts  in  the  
country in the textbooks o f  
class 6 to  12. A chapter on 
the rise  o f  popular m ove­
m en ts  has  been  d ro p p ed  
from class tw elve textbook. 
'Politics in India since Inde- 
pcndencc'. In the same book 
with reference to the Human 
Rights C om m ission 's c riti­
cism o f  the Gujarat govern­
ment for failing to contain 
the violence, there is a de­
leted passage that says, “ In­
stances like in G ujarat alert 
us to  the dangers involved 
in using religious sentiments 
for political purposes. This 
poses a threat to  democratic 
politics.”

In  fac t it h a s  be co m e  
a  regu lar p rac tice  for the 
NCERT to review text books 
and it is the third one since 
2014. In 2017, there w ere 
1334 changcs and also data 
up d a tes , a d d itio n s  m ade 
in 182 books. Then again 
in 2019, on the pretext o f
reducing the burden on  s tu ­
dents. deletions w ere made. 
(tPA Service)
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In  order to succeed, we m ust firs t 
believe that we can. ”

—  Nikos K a /an t/a k is

T h e S h illon g  T im es
\ N u i . w  Vi.i4j mhi i «)N(..n m i m>vv. vi’kii i

Solid Waste Management challenge
M E G H A L A Y A 'S  c a p ita l S h illo n g  is  fa c in g  a  m o n u ­

m e n ta l p ro b lem  w ith  th re e  o f  its  m a jo r  r iv e r s  b e in g  

a s sa u l te d  from  se v e ra l q u a rte rs . T h ey  h a v e  n o t o n ly  

b e e n  re d u c e d  in  s iz e  on  a c c o u n t o f  e n c ro a c h m e n ts  

b u t h a v e  a lso  b e c o m e  a  c o n v e n ie n t p la c c  to  d u m p  

g a rb a g e : fo r  d irec t d is c h a rg e  o f  s e p tic  ta n k s ; fo r 

w a sh in g  ve h ic le s  c t a l.  T h e  s a m e  riven : a re  a ls o  u se d  

b y  c h ild re n  o f a  le s se r  g o d  fo r  w a sh in g  c lo th e s  s in c e  

th e y  d o n ’t h a w  p ip e d  w a te r  in  th e ir  h o m e s . G a rb a g e  

is  a m o d e m  scou rge . T h e re  w a s  a  tim e  w h e n  w et 

k itc h e n  w as te  w a s  m a n a g e d  w ith in  r e s id en tia l p re m ­

ises . N o w  ev en  th a t g o e s  to  g a rb a g e  d u m p s .

T h e re  is a  te n d en c y  to  b la m e  th e  G o v e rn m e n t for 

e v e ry th in g  inc lu d in g  th e  p o o r  g a rb a g e  m a n ag e m en t 

w h e n  in  fac t th e re  a re  a  m u lt ip lic ity  o f  in s titu tio n s  

lo o k in g  a f te r  th is  a sp e c t a n d  th e  c itiz e n ’s o w n  re ­

sp o n s ib i lity  to  e n su re  th a t h e /sh e  d isp o se s  g a rb a g e  

w h ere  it is  su pposed  to  b e  w h ic h  is  in  th e  g a rb a g e  c o l­

le c tio n  tru ck s . R e s id e n ts  h a v e  b e en  g iv e n  a b lu e  a n d  

g re e n  c o n ta in e r  fo r  d ry  a n d  w e t w as te  re sp e c tiv e ly . 
B u t e v e n  th is  b a s ic  c iv ic  s e n s e  is  m is s in g . W hen  

th e  w et w aste  is  c o llc c tc d  a n d  d u m p e d  a t M a rten  

fo r  p ro ce ss in g  th e  w o rk e rs  th e re  h a v e  to  se g re g a te  

p o ly th e n e  b a g s a n d  o th e r  p la s tic  a n d  m e ta l p ie ce s. 

W h y  c a n ’t  c itiz en s  fo llo w  e v en  th is  s im p le  ru le ?  

W hy  is th e re  a n c c d  to  p o lic c  e a c h  a n d  e v e ry  a ctiv ity ?  

W h e re  d o e s  the  re sp o n s ib ility  o f  th e  c itiz e n  b e g in  

a n d  e n d ?  T h ese  a re  is su e s  th a t n e ed  to  b e  th ra s h e d  

o u t in  e v e ry  D o rb a r  S h n o n g /lo ca lity . T im e  h a s  c o m e  

w h e n  res id en ts  s h o u ld  b e g in  to  ta k e  re sp o n s ib ility  

fo r  th e ir  w aste . In fac t, d u m p in g  o f  w a s te  a n y w h e re  

a n d  e v e ry w h e re  a n d  e sp e c ia l ly  in  r iv e r s  s h o u ld  be  
c rim in a l is e d  as th e  v e ry  a c t is in te n d ed  to  first c h o k e  

th e  r iv e r  a n d  jlt im a tc ly  k ill  it. C i t iz e n s ’ in it ia t iv e s  

a re  s o  few  a nd  far b e tw e e n  in th is  c ity . Y et th is  s a m e  

c i ty  w a s  o n c e  k n o w n  a s  th e  e d u c a tio n a l h u b  o f  th e  

N o rth  E as t. S h i llo n g  c ity  h a s  th e  la rg e st n u m b e r  o f  

e d u c a tio n a l in s t itu tio n s  a n d  th e  e d u c a te d  re s id in g  

in  it. W h a t is  the  e d u c a tio n  s y s te m  c o n v e y in g  w h en  

th e  p r im a ry  re sp o n s ib ility  o f  m a n a g in g  o n e ’s  ow n  

g a rb a g e  i s  a m is s?  C le a r ly  th e  e d u c a t io n  s y s te m  

h a s  fa iled  to  inc u lca te  in  th e  y o u n g  th e ir  so c ia l r e ­

sp o n s ib i lity . Ii w o u ld  n o t b e  w ro n g  to  s a y  th a t th e  

e d u c a tio n  sy s te m  h a s  fa iled  m is e ra b ly  in  c re a tin g  
c iv ic  co iiM 'iousucss in  s tu d e n ts .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t’s  ro le  is  th a t o f  p ro v id in g  a 

sy s te m  o f  w aste  c o lle c tio n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t. T h e  

D is tr ic t C o u n c ils  w h ic h  a rc  th e  c u s to d ia n s  o f  a ll  

r iv e rs  h a v e  to  a ssert th e m se lv e s  to  e n su re  th a t r iv e rs  

c o n tin u e  to  rem a in  c lean  a n d  p r is tin e  a n d  th e y  sh o u ld  

w o rk  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  d o  so . 

T h e  D o rb a r  S h n o n g  to o  s h o u ld  p o o l in  th e ir  e ffo rts  
a n d  u rg e  th e  c itiz cn ry  w ith in  th e ir  ju r is d ic t io n  to  be  

r e sp o n s ib le  for p ro p e r  d is p o sa l o f  g a rb a g e . C o n ­

v e rg e n c e  is  the  o n ly  m a n tra  th a t w o rk s . T h e  b la m e  

g a m e  h a s  to  end.

The time for the ‘politician 
journalist’ has come

W eek 1 o f Pa rliam en t:
O pposition MPs from Tri- 
namool C ongress w ear black 
masks around their mouths 
to signify how their voices 
arc being muzzled in Parlia­
ment.

Week 2 o f Pa rliam en t:
O pposition MPs from Con­
gress. DMK. SP and others 
put up a giant size banner 
on the facade o f  Parliament 
building, demanding a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee.

Sonic O pposition party 
MPs sign caps with the words 
‘Arrest A dani' inscribed on

By Derek O'Brien

o f  the House arc censored. 
Sansad TV ate not the only 
culprits. Mccia outlets too 
have their ‘own priorities’. 
One example from last week. 
The Prim e Minister deliver­
ing a speech while inaugurat­
ing a sewage treatment plan 
in Varanasi at around 2 pm 
on Friday. 24 M arch, got 
wall-to-wall live coverage. 
Ai around the sam e  tim e, 
news o f  Mr Rahul G andhi's 
disqualification a s  an M P

will not wait fo ra  guest rela­
tions executive from Noida 
to  call a spokesperson  to 
appear on prime time televi­
sion. W here choreographed 
conclav csand soporific sum ­
m its w ill be called  ou t as 
advertorials for the  ruling 
party. W here those taking on 
the Union government will 
create more ingenious media 
spaces to  d irec tly  engage 
with the citizen.

Look at what has been

news channels. I do believe 
it's the MPs from the O ppo­
sition parties who arc being 
compelled to play the role o f 
content creator and amplifier 
aka ‘politician journalists.

Parliament must not be 
allowed to  be turned into a 
deep, dark chamber.

Scribes covering Parlia­
ment arc slowly being made 
to  play d im in ish ing  roles 
by a government that wants 
total control. Senior editors, 
who till not so long ago had 
access to Central Hall, arc 
now not a llow ed into this

them. These arc then taken 
to the offices o f  the Finance 
M inister. Enforcem ent D i­
rectorate and Central Bureau 
o f  Investigation.

W eek 3 o f  Pa rliam en t: 
O pposition MPs from over a 
dozen parties wear all black 
to Parliament, as a sign o f  
p ro test. Som e w ear b lack 
masks.

Why, you might well ask, 
arc Members o f  Parliament, 
not be long ing  to  the  ru l­
ing party. indulging in such 
tactics? Cynics could even 
call these  ac ts , gim m icks. 
But before rushing to any 
conclusion, let us examine 
what exactly is happening (or 
more correctly, not happen­
ing) at tlie altar ol democracy 
- Parliament.

Pic tu res  beam ed from  
Sansad TV (the channel that 
telecasts proceedings o f  Lok 
Sabha and  R ajya  S abha) 
are being selectively edited 
online before tclccast. Pro­
tests by O pposition MPs arc 
rarely, i f  ever, shown. The 
edited video output ensures 
the focus is on the Speaker, 
Chairperson and the Treasury 
Benches. Visuals ofO pposi- 
tion M Ps p ro tes ting  from 
the ir  scats o r in the  w ell

broke. O ppoiition  p an ics , 
like mine, did not wait for 
phone-ins from television 
channels. We were creating 
ou r  ow n  B reak ing  N ew s 
by posting  our rea ctio n s 
on Twitter, Instagram, and 
Faccbook.

Yes, there is no use being 
a cry baby. No use sitting 
around com plaining about 
pro-establishment reportage. 
Political parties in the Oppo­
sition will have to overcome 
these challenges through in­
novative w ays I feel, besides 
professional journalists and 
citizen journalists, the time 
is now ripe for ‘politician 
jo u rn a l is ts ' who m ust set 
the narrative in a proactive 
manner by creating powerful 
com m unication (even i f  it 
means shootiag on personal 
m obile  phones) and then 
amplifying the same beyond 
the legacy media.

The eight years I spent in 
my twenties in the creative 
department o f lhat brilliant 
advertising agency, Ogilvy 
& Mather, ccnics in  handy 
today. G enerating political 
content that cuts the clutter 
is a challenge. We are mov­
ing to an era where political 
parties fighting the good fight

happening in the ongoing 
Budget Session. A minacious 
precedent is being set. MPs 
from the Treasury Benches 
arc shouting  slogans. T he 
Union Budget, totalling an 
amount o f  Rs 45 lakh crore, 
was passed in just nine m in­
utes. The very next day, the 
Finance Bill 2023 was also 
passed without any discus­
sion  Scrutiny o f Bills by Par­
liamentary com m ittees has 
conic dow n from a healthy 
60%  to a dism al 13%. Out 
o f  every ten Bills passed, as 
many as four are Ordinances. 
In contrast, this number w as 
tw o O rdinances out o f  ten 
bills, twenty years ago. Bills 
a re  a lso  being passed in a 
hurry. In the 2022 Budget 
Session. Lok Sabha utilised 
only 62%  o f  the time allo ­
cated by the Business Advi­
sory Com mittee (BA C) for 
discussion, and Rajya Sabha 
utilised just 48% . The last 
eight consccutive sessions 
o f  P a rlia m en t h av e  been 
adjourned sine die before the 
scheduled date o f  closure.

These serious issues about 
Parliam ent a re  not ge tting 
much column centim etres o f  
coverage in newspapers and 
arc m ost often  ignored by

sanctum sanctorum. No po­
litical party has conducted a 
formal press conference in 
Parliament House in at least 
a few years. Entry o f  journal­
ists has also been restricted; 
on ly  one  p a ss  pe r m edia  
group (though worthy excep­
tions are made!). In the last 
few weeks wc have noticed 
groups o f  school children 
being taken around Parlia­
m ent on conducted  lours. 
V ery good . If  the  C ovid  
restrictions have been lifted, 
let us get back to prc-Covid 
rules w hen it conics to jour­
nalists.

O n March 22. I attended 
the equivalent o f  the Pulitzer 
Prize in India, the Ramnath 
G ocnka Excellence in Jour­
nalism  aw ards . A fte r  the 
aw ards ccrcn iony . I hung 
around for more than an hour 
c asu a lly  in te rac tin g  w ith 
many o f  the journalists who 
had been felicitated. They 
were young. They w ere fear­
less. They gave me hope.

The writer is M ember o f  
Parliament and  Leader. AH 
India Trinam ool Congress 
Parliamentary Party (Raj\xt 
Sabha). Additional research 
by P alla \i Baiakrishnan.

The Teachings 
of Elders:
A search 

for modern 
relevance

Fditor.
T he a rticle . "Shad Suk 

Mynsicm: Going beyond the 
festivities.”  in the Shillong 
Tim es. A pr 14. 2023 , by 
Patricia M ukhi n  is o f  e x ­
istential consequence to the 
K hasi com m unity. T licsc 
issues need to be reflected 
upon and discussed at length, 
a deep delve lhat cannot be 
accomplished in a newspa­
per article, much less in  a 
letter to the editor.

Hie article makes a ref­
erence to the bcok Ki Jing- 
sncng Tymtncn. the teach­
ings o f  e lders, by Radhon 
S ing  K harw anlang . ably 
translated into English by 
Bijoya Sawian. W ritten in 
two-line verses, he book has 
109 stanzas in 629 couplets. 
This epic poeni covers broad 
sw athes o f  wisdom, tim e­
less counsel for ou r com ­
munity. specially addressed 
to the younger generation. 
It is comparable to  the sage 
teachings o f  the holy books 
o f  other religions, and is both 
philosophical and practical.

Patricia Mukhim quotes 
N oah H arari’s stance  that 
a ll religion is fiction, that 
we have been brainwashed 
to believe. Perhaps it could 
be considered that the belief 
sy stem s o f  triba l people  
around the world is not really 
a  religion in the heavily ritu­

alized manner o f  mainstream 
religions, but is a creed o f  
ethics and  etiquette for an 
exemplary way o f  life.

The Bcttakurum ba trib- 
als o f  the G udalur Valley 
in Tamil Nadu, have a food 
book that contains a chapter 
on e thical hunting. The kill­
ing o f  p regnant o r  young 
an im als or those w ho arc 
d rink ing  w ater is p roh ib ­
ited. Their system o f  ethics 
extends to the natural world, 
while honey-gathering, they
leave some for the bears. The
tribal religion, i f  one were 
to  call it as such, tcachcs 
harm ony with hum ankind 
and nature in a profound and 
practical manner unlike any 
other religion.

H ow ever, ancient texts 
and  teach ings inva riab ly  
reflcct the norms o f  those by­
gone societies, yet are passed 
dow n as gospel truths. The 
primary example o f  outdated 
social norms is patriarchy, a 
malady found in almost all 
religious writings. The Bible 
c o n ta in s  nu m e ro u s such 
verses. L iberal C h ristians 
adapt teachings to modem 
values o f  gender equality, 
but conservatives hang on to 
outdated interpretations.

Ki Jingsncng  T ym m cn 
c ontains several passages 
that are prejudicial to w om­
en. Verse 8 o f  Part 2 says. 
"A  w om an w h o  d o e s n 't  
h ave  a fem in ine  m ien, is 
like  a cow  w ho has been 
maim ed...W idow s no chil­
dren have borne, virtuous 
they may be. but they arc 
cantankerous and intemper­
ate". There arc harsh verses 
about handicapped persons. 
“ W hen you a re  pregnant.

it is a  law. not to  look a t 
those w ho have a flaw, or 
the unborn child will surely 
be a ffe c te d "  (V erse 31). 
Certain categories o f  people, 
such as barren widows and 
hand icapped  pe rsons are 
excluded from religious rites 
and government.

S uch  p ro h ib itio n s  a rc  
hard to accept, and are often 
passed on to the next genera­
tion. Surely, w c must engage 
with and adapt certain tradi­
tional m indsets for the good
o f  all.

Yours etc..
Glenn C. Kharkongor, 

Via email

A fair and just 
Meghalaya

Editor,
A governm en t r idd led  

with charges o f  misgovcr- 
nance, scams and corruption 
is re-electcd and is back in 
the driving scat o f  tlie ‘bus.’ 
As prophesied, it 's  a jam- 
packcd ‘bus’ with sonic o f  
its associates standing in the 
footboard and some clinging 
on its top. A newbie creates 
a  sensational debut -  hums 
the right notes, the right tunc 
(pun intended) and raises the 
decibel levels at the a ltar o f  
the state's democratic setup. 
Tlie opposition arc opposing 
each other. The debutan t, 
also in the opposition, thun­
ders to take matters back to 
the streets after its President 
claimed that the gov eminent 
is not giving the Assembly a 
chance to discuss the Roster 
System issue. If issues can 
be resolved and won in the

streets, what is the need to 
have clcctcd 'cprcscniativcs 
in the State Assembly?

T he State R eservation  
Policy and the current Roster 
System arc issues lhat need 
to  be deliberated and must 
take priority in the political 
discourse o f  the state. But 
looking at the demography 
o f  ou r state ind the extent 
o f  the roster system affecting 
the political aspirations o f  an 
ind iv idual party, i t 'l l  take 
nth number o f  Solomons to
com e out vvilh a pragmatic 
solution to  the issue.

Wc need to  estab lish  a 
‘f a ir ’ and a ‘ju s t’ society 
which provides equal o p ­
portunity to all and sundry. 
A s sonic political pa rties  
and individuals are drooling 
on how to milk the issue 
in their best interests, why 
not a lso  explore the idea 
o f  the creamy layer (when 
the annual income exceeds 
a c e r ta in  am ount) o f  ou r 
society forsaking reserva­
tion and thereby provide a 
level playing tick! for the less 
fortunate. As in the case o f  
O BCs. tlie creamy layer o f  
the OBCs cannot stake claim 
to any reservation.

Successive governments 
in our state have failed to 
create large scalc em ploy­
m ent in  the public scctor. 
So even i f  wc e ven tua lly  
have an acccptcd form  o f  
the Roster System, unem ­
ploym ent shall continue to 
bite our backsidc. Hie state 
players need lo stress on the 
im p o rta n ce  o f  p ro v id in g  
uninterrupted pow er supply, 
h igh  speed  in te rnet w ith  
increase bandwidth and find 
w ays to  a ttrx t investors to

support young entrepreneurs 
and to open up new avenues 
for the educated unemployed 
youths. Issues like the cur­
rent Roster System  should 
take  c en te r  s ta g e  bu t we 
cannot be blinded by it and 
a llo w  o the r oppo rtun ities 
slip past us.

Yours etc., 
Banphira Lang Basaiawmoit, 

Nongksch, Uppcr-Shillong

Reservation 
Policy - Quota 

& Roster 
system

Editor.
Apropos o f  the new s re­

port "GSU deprecates call 
for change in quota system" 
(ST  A pril 11,2023). I would 
like  to  point out that the 
R eservation Policy which 
was notified on January 12. 
1972 before the creation o f  
the state o f  M eghalaya on 
21st Ja nuary  1972 w hich 
wc celebrate every year was 
tlie wisdom o f  the founding 
fathers o f  M eghalaya and 
cannot be diluted o r deviated 
from. O f  coursc, as a young 
first-tim e voter I am a bit 
confuscd how the Reserva­
tion Policy w as notified even 
before the state wascreatcd? 
However, I still admit that 
it w as the w isdom  o f  our 
forefathers though it seems 
like "putting the cart before 
the horse".

O ur rcspcctcd founding 
fathers earmarked a Reser­
vation Policy that provided 
40%  reservation in employ- 
nient cducation to r the Garos

and  4 0 %  for the  K hasi-  
Jaintia communities which 
w as pub lished  before  the 
state was born. The Policy 
specifically, explicitly  and 
u n equ ivoca lly  s tip u la ted  
that am ongst others. “ The 
reservation on account o f  
deficiency shall not be car­
ried forward for more than a 
year. After the expiry o f  the 
second year, the reservation 
shall be trea ted  as lapsed 
(ST. April 5, 2023 Article 
by Prof. Lakhon Kina). In
o the r w ords, the shortage
o f  G aro  c an d id a te s  w ho 
qualify for a certain post in 
a particular year cannot be 
carried forward beyond one 
year. It im p lies  therefore  
after the lapse it falls outside 
the purview o f  the Roster 
System . T herefore, going  
deep into this condition as 
propounded by our found­
ing fathers, mathematically 
the year to  be prepared for 
the Roster System ought to 
be com m cnccd  w ith p ro ­
s p e c tiv e  e ffe c t from  the 
year 2024. A s opined by the 
GSU any attem pt to dilute, 
o r  a lter/deviate the Policy 
1972 o f  its rules and condi­
tions should not be allowed 
till the legislature review s 
the new Reservation Policy 
to be known as Meghalaya 
Reservation Policy Act.

Yours etc..
Svetlana Wankhar

Shillong-1

Articles and letters ap­
pearing  on th is page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
au th o rs  a n d  not tha t o f  
The Shillong Times

A ttacks ag a in st C h u rch es  an g e r 
C hristians in N orth  Eastern  States

Congress & regional 
parties blame BJP 

led state govts
By A s It is Biswas

In northeast Indian states, 
upset C h rstian s feel they 
m ust protest m ore v igor­
o u sly  again st the recen t 
demolition o f  a few church­
cs in Manipur and Assam, 
fo r  w hich  they  h o ld  the  
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
accountable. Intriguingly, 
Nagaland-ixascd Christians 
have reacted more sharply 
than their follow religionists 
in the region.

T he N igaland  Pradesh 
C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  
(NPCC) according to local 
reg iona l media repo rts  a 
few days ago, went beyond 
merely criticising the ruling 
parties o f  the region for what 
it felt was an attack against 
the Church In a statement 
it sim ultarcously deplored 
the apparent indifference on 
part o f  Christian legislators 
in the region over such sen­
sitive matters affecting the 
community. It appealed to 
Christian politicians not to 
be overwhelmed by political 
power or money.

identity and pride. The com- 
m unity, acco rd ing  to  the 
NPCC must not ignore the 
present threat to their iden­
tity. it was stressed.

E xpressing its surprise 
o v e r  the  lack o f  reaction 
am ong C h ief M inisters o f  
Christian dominated states o f 
Mizoram. Nagaland and Me­
ghalaya. the NPCC felt the 
leaders were more interested 
in getting closer to the rul­
ing BJP than anything else. 
Even in Manipur. Christians 
accountcd for sonic 40%  o f  
the population

G o in g  by e x p er ien c e , 
observers said, it w as a qucs- 
tion o f  time before US/EU- 
bascd NGOs and Christian 
organizations would register 
their protest over what had 
happened in the Northeast,
given their close tics with 
various Christian bodies and 
organisations in  the region.

Over the years, there have 
been  reg u la r  c o m p la in ts  
about the increasing harass­
m ent. assaults, ctc against 
C h r is t ia n s  a n d  M uslim s

MASSIVE 
RALLY *

1  .  M
STOP

attacking
ch u rch es

Report? from  som e ar­
e as su g g ested  tha t local 
government authorities had 
launched sric t action against 
illeg a l c o n structions /cn - 
croachmcnts built w ithout 
permission, violating exist­
ing  rules . C hurchcs w ere 
not sparcd.A ccordingtoonc 
Dimapur-hased account, the 
churchcs destroyed were the 
Evangelical Baptist Conven­
tion Church, the Evangelical 
L uthe ran  c hu rch  in  M a­
nipur and the Catholic Holy 
Spirit Church, in addition 
to  another in A ssam . T he 
dem olitions w ere  c arried  
out a  few days ago by local

in  Ind ia  e sp e c ia l ly  a fte r  
2014 when the BJP was first 
c lcctcd to power. Churchcs 
and missionaries have often 
come under grievous attacks 
by enraged mobs in the past, 
but those guilty have usually 
been punished.

Also, by the standards o f  
a largely populated country 
like  India, such incidents 
have been few and far be­
tween. Among conservative 
Hindus and Muslims in the 
sub  c o n tin en t , the re  has 
rem ained an  undercurrent 
o f  hostility against religious 
Conversion and other activi­
ties on part o f  ccrtain Chris­
tian o rganisations , which

“The NPCC statem ent flayed Christian 
lawmakers in the N E states as w ell as 

those elected to the Indian Parliament fo r  
their fa ilure to raise the issue a t any level. 

The ruling BJP, it was alleged had  correctly 
assessed the num erical and  other weaknesses 
that Christians suffered from , exploiting them  

to its own advantage. Not too many churches 

in the tribal areas had  proper construction  
perm its, it was explained. ”

authorities accompanied by 
security forces.

T he N PC C s ta te m en t 
flayed Christian lawmakers 
in the NE states as well as 
those elected to the Indian 
Parliament for their failure 
to raise the issue at any level. 
The mling BJP. it was a l­
leged had correctly assessed 
th e  num erica l and  o th e r  
weaknesses that Christians 
suffered  from, exp lo iting  
them to its own advantage. 
Not too many churchcs in 
the tribal areas had proper 
constructicn permits, it was 
explained.

Clearly this was a  time 
for Christians to  come to­
gether to  protect their faith 
and identity. In India, the 
N orth  and W est reg io n s  
generally voted for ’Hindu 
nationalism’ while in other 
areas people voted for their

have led to tension v iolcncc 
in India and Pakistan.

In Ind ia, o v e r  50%  o f  
C h ris t ian s  live  in  South 
Ind ia . A m ong C h ris tian s 
in  India 37%  a rc  C a th o ­
lics, follow ed by B aptists 
and communities led by the 
Churches o f  North and South 
India. C hristians account for 
only 2.4%  o f  the population 
composed mostly o f  former 
H indus. A m ong younger 
people embracing the faith. 
37%  a rc  from  scheduled  
castes, followed by about 
34%  from  the scheduled  
tribes. In terestingly, many 
Indian Christians have been 
known to share some o f  the 
beliefs and  value system s 
o f  the ir fellow citizens in 
different areas, without com ­
prom ising  the ir  re lig ious 
iden tity  in any way. flPA 
Service)



T H E  SH ILLO N G  T IM E S. SH IL L O N G . SUNDAY. A PR IL 16. 2023 (SIX )

Rahul Gandhi's defamation trial highlights drift 
away from democracy under Narendra Modi

R a h u l  G a n d h i .  I n d ia ’s m o s t 
p r o m i n e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  
l e a d e r  a n d  th e  p r in c i p a l  

a d v e r s a r y  o f  th e  c o u n t r y 's  p r im e  
m in i s t e r .  N a r e n d r a  M o d i,  w a s  
r e c e n t ly  d is q u a l i f ie d  a s  a m e m ­
b e r  o f  p a r l i a m e n t .  T h i s  c a m e  
a f t e r  G a n d h i  w as  f o u n d  g u i l t y  
o f  d e fa m a t io n  f o r  c o m m e n t he  
m a d e  a b o u t  M o d i 's  su r n a m e  a t 
a r a l ly  in  20  19.

M o d i 's  r u l in g  B h a r a t iy a  J a ­
n a ta  P a r ty  had  a lso  ru n  a f u r io u s  
c a m p a i g n  d e m a n d in g  " R a h u l  
G a n d h i  m a a f i  m a n g o ” ( R a h u l  
G a n d h i ,  a p o lo g is e )  a f t e r  c o m ­
m e n ts  G a n d h i  m a d e  d u r in g  h is  
r e c e n t  v i s i t  to  t h e  U K . T h e  
s c io n  o f  I n d ia 's  m o s t p r o m in e n t  
p o l i t ic a l  d y n a s ty  m a d e  s e v e r a l  
r e m a r k s  a l l e g i n g  th a t  I n d i a ' s  
d e m o c r a t ic  in s . i tu t io n s  w e re  b e ­
in g  d e l ib e r a te ly  u n d e rm in e d  by  
th e  c u r r e n t  g o v e rn m e n t .

T h i s ,  B J P  m e m b e r s  s a i d ,  
a m o u n te d  to  " d e f a m in g ” In d ia  
i t s e l f .  T h e i r  r e a s o n in g  w a s  th a t 
c r i t i c i s i n g  th e  s t a t e  o f  I n d i a 's  
p o s t c o lo n ia l  d e m o c r a c y  in  th e  
h a l l s  o f  th e  fo rm e r  c o lo n i s in g  
c o u n t r y  c ro s s e d  th e  l i n e .  B u t 
t h i s  h y p e r s e n s i t i v i t y  e q u a t e s  
to  e v a d in g  s c ru t in y  i f  it  m e a n s  
th a t d e m o c r a t ic a l ly  e le c te d  le a d ­
e r s  c a n n o t  v o ie c  th e i r  o p in io n s  
f r e e ly  in  a n y  f:»rum .

M o d i a n d  th e  B J P 's  b r a n d  
o f  p o l i t i c s  h a ;  t h r iv e d  o n  th e  
s u s t a i n e d  u s e  o f  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
c o n t r a d i c to r y  s p e e c h  a n d  p o l i ­
c i e s  a s  p a r t  o f  w h a t  I h a v e  
te rm e d  h is  “ p o s tc o lo n ia l  n c o lib -  
e ra l  n a t io n a l i s m ” . T h is  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o je c t  h a s  be en  d iv is iv e  fo r  i ts  
w e a p o n is a t io n  o f  c o lo n ia l  h i s ­
to r y . i t s  f a i l u re  to  a c t  on  c ro n y  
c a p i t a l i s m ,  a n d  f o r  c l a im in g  a 
m o n o p o ly  o n  w h a t it  m e a n s  to  
b e  n a t io n a l i s t .

T h e  s p a c e  fo r  r a i s in g  th e s e  
c o n c e rn s  w ith in  In d ia  is  s h r in k ­
in g  r a p i d l y ,  a s  s h o w n  b y  th e  
d e c l i n e  in  c iv i l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
l i b e r t i e s  th a t  kas le d  to  In d ia n  
b e in g  r a n k e d  a s  o n ly  " p a r t l y  
f r e e ” in  t h e  l a t e s t  F r e e d o m  
H o u s e  In d e x .

G a n d h i ,  a lo a g  w ith  o th e r  o p ­
p o s i t i o n  le a d e r s  a n d  s c h o la r s  
l ik e  o u r s e lv e s  and  o th e r s ,  in  a n d  
o u ts id e  I n d ia ,  have  b e e n  p o in tin g  
to w a rd  th is  d e m o c ra t ic  b a c k s l id ­
in g  o r  w o rs e  o c c u r r in g  in  In d ia .  
S u c h  c r i t i c i s m s  a r c  r o u t i n e l y

m e t w ith  p o l i t i c a l  la b e l l i n g  o f  
b e i n g  " a n t i - n a t i o n a l ” , “ a n t i -  
I n d ia ”  a n d  " f o r e i g n  f u n d e d ” .

In  v a r io u s  s p e e c h e s  a n d  f o ­
ru m s  d u r in g  h is  v is i t  to  th e  U K  
in  M a rc h . G a n d h i  a s s e r te d  a s  
h e  d o e s  r e g u la r ly  in  I n d ia  th a t 
M o d i a n d  th e  B JP  a re  p u r s u in g  
a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c a m p a i g n  
a g a i n s t  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  
c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  a n d  d i s s e n t .

In t h i s ,  th e y  a re  d o in g  th e  
b id d in g  o f  th e  f a r - r i g h t  R a sh -  
t r iy a  S w a y a m s c v a k  S a n g h  (R S S )  
( N a t io n a l  V o lu n te e r  O r g a n i s a ­
t io n ) .  G a n d h i  h a s  d e s c r ib e d  th e  
R S S  a s  a “ f u n d a m e n ta l i s t”  a n d  
" f a s c i s t "  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  “ h a s  
b a s ic a l ly  c a p tu r e d  p r e t t y  m u c h  
a l l  o f  I n d ia 's  in s t i t u t i o n s " .

G a n d h i  i s  n o t  a l o n e  in  h is  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  R S S . W r i t e r  
a n d  a c t i v i s t  A ru n d h a ti  R o y  h a s  
s a id  th e  s a m e  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t ,  
a r g u i n g  th a t  th e  c e n t u r y - o l d  
p a r a m i l i t a r y  m o v e m e n t  w a s  
s u p p o r t e d  b y  m u c h  o f  I n d i a 's  
c o r p o r a t e  s e c to r .

D E M O C R A C Y  IN  D E C L I N E  
T h e  R S S  is  a n u c le u s  o f  the  

" S a n g h  P a r iv a r "  u m b re l la  m o v e ­
m e n t o f  v a r io u s  r ig h t - w in g  o r ­
g a n is a t io n s  a n d  an  id e o lo g ic a l  
p a re n t  to  th e  B JP . It h a s  b e e n  
q u i t e  o p e n  a b o u t  i ts  d e s i r e  to  
t r a n s fo r m  In d ia  in to  a s t r o n g ly  
m i l i t a r i s t  n a t io n  b a s e d  o n  e x ­
tr e m e  H in d u  n a t io n a l is m .

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a p tu r e  b y  th e  
B JP  is  e v id e n t  in  its  c o n t ro l  o f  
I n d i a 's  s e n io r  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  th e  
r e g u la r  u s e  o f  th e  E n fo rc e m e n t  
D i r e c to r a te  ( a  la w  e n fo r c e m e n t  
a g e n c y  u n d e r  th e  M in i s t r y  o f  
F i n a n c e )  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  t a r g e t ­
in g  o f  th e  o p p o s i t io n ,  a n d  th e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
le a d e r s  o f  a c a d e m ic  a n d  c u l tu r a l  
in s t i t u t i o n s .

T h a n k s  to  lo n g s t a n d in g  p r e s ­
s u re  f ro m  S a n g h  P a r iv a r .  e v e n  
s c h o o l  te x tb o o k s  h av e  b e e n  r e ­
v is e d  to  p r e s e n t  a s e le c t iv e  a n d  
H in d u - c e n t r i c  v ie w  o f  h is t o r y  
a n d  s c ie n c e .

W ith  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  m a n y  in

th e  b u s in e s s  s e c to r  a n d  m e d ia ,  
th e  B JP  h a s  b u i l t  a c u l t  a ro u n d  
M o d i b a s e d  o n  th e  id e a  o f  o n e  
le a d e r ,  o n e  p a r ty ,  o n e  ( H in d u )  
n a t i o n .  T h i s  r e s e m b l e s  w h a t  
m a n y  w o u ld  s e e  a s  b e a r in g  th e  
h a l lm a rk s  o f  m o d e rn  f a s c is m .

P O L I T I C A L  L A B E L L IN G
T h e  B J P 's  r e a c t i o n  to  G a n ­

d h i ’s c r i t ic i s m s  o n ly  b a c k s  th is  
a s s e s s m e n t .  R a th e r  th a n  e n g a g e  
w ith  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  G a n d h i 's  
a r g u m e n t s ,  th e  p a r ty  a n d  i t s  
s u p p o r te r s  h a v e  in s t e a d  f o c u s e d  
o n  c r i t i c i s i n g  h im  p e r s o n a l ly .  
T h ey  p o r t r a y  G a n d h i  a n d  o th e r  
c r i t i c s  a s  “ a n t i - n a t i o n a l "  a n d  a s  
p a r t o f  a  “ fo re ig n  c o n s p i r a c y ”  to  
w e a k e n  I n d ia .

T h is  c o n te m p t f o r  o p p o s i t io n  
b y  n o  m e a n s  s t o p s  a t  p o l i t i ­
c a l  f ig u r e s  s u c h  a s  G a n d h i .  In 
M a rc h ,  j u s t i c e  m i n i s t e r  K irc n  
R i j i ju  r e f e r r e d  to  " s o m e  r e t i r e d  
j u d g e s "  b e in g  " p a r t  o f  th e  a n t i -  
In d ia  g a n g ” .

T h e  B JP  a ls o  h a s  a p o o r  r e c o rd

w h en  it c o m e s  to  f r e e  s p e e c h  in 
I n d ia .  T h e  in t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d ia  
m o n i to r  R S F  s a id  in  i t s  e u rr e n t  
r e p o r t  th a t :

T h e  v io l e n c e  a g a in s t  j o u r ­
n a l i s t s .  th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  p a r t i s a n  
m e d ia  a n d  th e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  
m e d ia  o w n e rs h ip  a l l  d e m o n s tra te  
th a t  p r e s s  f re e d o m  is  i r  c r i s i s  
in  " th e  w o r l d 's  la r g e s t  d e m o c ­
racy**.

In  r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  t h i s  s u p ­
p r e s s i o n  a n d  in t i m id a t io n  h a s  
e x t e n d e d  to  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
m e d ia .  A f t e r  th e  B B C  a i r e d  a 
d o c u m e n ta r y  c r i t i c a l  o f  M o d i 's  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
r a id e d  th e  B B C 's  D e lh i o f f i c e ,  
p u r p o r t e d ly  f o r  ta x  re a s o n s .

T h e  B B C  d o c u m e n ta r y  a r g u ­
a b ly  s a id  n o th in g  th a t  I n d ia n  
s c h o la r s  a n d  a c t iv i s t s  h a v e  n o t 
b e e n  a rg u in g  s in c e  th e  r io ts  in  
G u ja r a t  2 0 0 2  w h e n  M od i w a s  
b e g in n in g  h is  r i s e  a s  th e  s t a t e 's  
c h i e f  m i n i s t e r .  Y et th e  M o d i 
g o v e r n m e n t  p u n is h e d  s tu d e n ts  
w h o  t r i e d  to  s c r e e n  th e  d o c u ­

m e n ta r y  in  t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
a n d  in v o k e d  e m e r g e n c y  la w s  to  
b a n  th e  d o c u m e n ta r y .

O f  c o u rs e ,  th e  r i s e  o f  a u th o r i -  
t a r i a n - s ty l c  p o l i t i c s  in  e le c to r a l  
d e m o c r a c ie s  is  n o t c o n f in e d  to  
I n d ia .  B u t g iv e n  th e  s h e e r  s iz e  
o f  I n d ia ,  w h ic h  is  t ip p e d  to  o v e r ­
ta k e  C h in a  a s  th e  w o r l d 's  m o s t 
p o p u lo u s  c o u n t r y  th is  y e a r ,  a n d  
i t s  r e p u ta t io n  a s  a n  e s ta b l i s h e d  
n o n - w e s te rn  d e m o c ra c y , th e  s i g ­
n i f ic a n c e  o f  G a n d h i 's  w a r n in g s  
a n d  h is  o n g o in g  tr e a tm e n t  a t  th e  
h a n d s  o f  th e  r u l in g  p a r ty  in  In d ia  
is  o f  m a jo r  c o n c e rn .

G a n d h i  h a s  a p p e a le d  h is  c o n ­
v i c t i o n ,  b u t  h i s  w a r n i n g s  -  
a n d  th o s e  o f  c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r  
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  p u b lic  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  d e s e r v e  to  b e  
ta k e n  s e r io u s ly  b y  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
w o rld . H ow  th e  w o rld  r e a c ts  m ay  
d e t e r m in e  w h e t h e r  I n d ia  w il l  
r e m a in  th e  w o r l d 's  la r g e s t  d e ­
m o c ra c y  o r  b e c o m e  a  b e l lw e th e r  
f o r  a u to c r a t i s a t io n  in th e  c o m in g  
y e a r s .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

Picture books can 
help open doors 
to tough topics

O n e  o f  th e  t o u g h e s t  j o b s  
o f  p a re n t in g  is  ta lk in g  to  
y o u r  k id s  a b o u t  d i f f ic u l t  
s u b je c t s .  D iv o rc e , i l l n e s s ,  d e a th , 

s e x .  n a tu ra l  d is a s te r s ,  f in a n c ia l  
u n c e r t a i n ty .  T h e  l i s t  g o e s  o n . 
In  t h e s e  m o m e n t s ,  p a r e n t i n g  
b e c o m e s  b lu r r y  a n d  c o n fu s in g .  
A p a r e n t  w h o  h a s  s o  m u c h  to  
s a y  a b o u t  e v e r y th in g  f ro m  e a t ­
in g  h e a l th y  tc  g o o d  g r a d e s  is  
s u d d e n ly  s p e e c h le s s .

T h e r e ’s a te m p ta t io n  to  a v o id  
d i f f i c u l t  to p i c s  o r  j u s t  s w e e p  
th e m  u n d e r  th e  r u g .  h o p in g  
th e  k id s  d o n ’t n o t ic e .  B ut in 
th e  a g e  o f  c e ll  p h o n e  n o t i ­
f i c a t i o n s ,  s t r e a m in g  v id e o ,  
a n d  2 4 - h o u r  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  
--  w h e n  e v e n  l i t t l e  k id s  a rc  
e x p o s e d  to  r e a l ly  s e r i o u s  s to ­
r ie s  • • i t ’s im p o r ta n t  to  f a c e  
th is  c h a l le n g e  h e a d -o n .

L e a r n in g  a b o u t  th e s e  d i f ­
f e r e n c e s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i n g  
th e m  ta k e s  a w h o le  l i f e t im e ,  
so  w h a t  b e t te r  w ay  to  p r e p a re  
t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  th e  f u tu r e  
t h a n  b y  r e a d in g  c h i l d r e n ' s  
b o o k s  a b o u t  d i v e r s i t y  w i th  
th e m ?  W e h a v e  s e v e r a l  f a n ta s t ic  
I n d ia n  a u th o r s  m a k in g  a n  e f f o r t  
to  i n i t i a t e  to u g h  c o n v e r s a t io n s  
in  a n  e n g a g i n g  w a y  th r o u g h  
p o w e r f u l  s t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d  i l ­
lu s t r a t io n s .

J a m lo  W a lks  b y  d o c u m e n ta r y  
f i lm m a k e r  a n d  w r i t e r  S a m in a  
M ish ra  is  o n e  o f  th e m . I t t e l l s  
t h e  s to r y  o f  I n d i a 's  C o v i d - 1 9 
lo c k d o w n  th r o u g h  th e  e y e s  o f  
i t s  c h i ld r e n .  O n A p ri l  18, 2 0 2 0 . 
J a m a lo  M a k d a n . a 1 2 - y c a r- o ld , 
d i e d  w h i l e  w a l k in g  f r o m  th e  
c h i l l i  f ie ld s  o f  T e la n g a n a  to  h e r  
h o m e  in  C h h t t t i s g a r h  a f t e r  a 
n a t io n w id e  lo c k d o w n  w a s  a n ­
n o u n c e d  d u e  to  C o v i d - 19 o u t ­
b r e a k . S h e  w a j  a m o n g  a g r o u p

w a y . T h e  b o o k  tc £ c h c s  a b o u t  
d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  p e o p le ,  a n d  to  
n o t  j u d g e  o th e r s  b a se d  o n  th e i r  
r a c e ,  g e n d e r ,  s e x u a l  i d e n t i t y ,  
d i s a b i l i t y ,  o r  a n y th in g  e ls e .

A u th o r  A d i t h i  R a o 's  b o o k  
C h u c h u  M a n th u 's  J a r  o f  T o f fe e s  
is  a w o n d e r f u l  b o o k  to  in tr o d u c e  
c h i ld r e n  to  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e a th . 
C h u c h u  M a n th u  is  t ie  m o s t l o v ­
in g  p e r s o n  P r e c t  k n o w s . A f t e r  
h is  d e a th ,  l i t t l e  P re c t w o n d e r s  
i f  h is  k in d n e s s  h a s  d is a p p e a r e d  

o f  m ig r a n t  w o r k e r s  w h o . l i k e  w ith  h im . B a s e d  o n  a  t r u e  s to r y
m a n y  o th e r s  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n try , 
d e c id e d  to  r e tu r n  h o m e  o n  fo o t .  
H e r  s t o r y  t o u c h e d  M is h r a  so  
d e e p ly  th a t  s h e  m a d e  it  i n to  <

a b o u t  lo s s  a n d  g r ie f ,  a n d  co m  
p a s s io n  in  e v e r y d a y  a c t io n s .

A n o th e r  b o o k  t h a t 's  s c a r in g  
a n d  t e n d e r  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  is

e x i s t  a c r o s s  s t r a t a ,  b u t  M is h r a  ism  a n d  d is p l a c e m e n t,  a n d  a b o u t
w r i t e s  w i th o u t  j u d g m e n t  a n d  
w ith  e m p a th y .

th e  h e a l i n g  p o w e r s  o f  h o p e ,  
f r i e n d s h ip ,  a n d  r e c o n c i l ia t io n .

S i n c e  p a r e n t s  o f t e n  f e e l  T h e  s to r y  r e v o lv e s  a r o u n d  tw o  
t o n g u e - t i e d  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  to  g i r l s  -• S h a n n a  a n d  P em a  -- w h o  
th e  t o p i c  o f  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  b e lo n g  to  f a m i l ie s  th a t h a v e  be en  
f a m i l ie s ,  j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  a u th o r  f o rc e d  to  m ig r a te  to  e s c a p e  p e r ­

s e c u t i o n .  O n e  is  a  K a s h m ir i  
P a n d i t ,  a n d  th e  o th e r  c o m e s  
f ro m  a n o m a d ic  tr ib e .  W h ile  
t h e  a d u l t s  a r e  o u g h t  up  in  
th e  m e m o ry  o f  a p a in fu l  p a s t ,  
t h e s e  c h i ld r e n  w an t to  h e a l 
th o se  w o u n d s  a n d  m o v e  a h e a d  
w i th  l i f e .

T h e r e  a re  g re a t  d i s p a r i t i e s  
in  o p p o r tu n i ty  a n d  r e c o g n i ­
t io n  b e tw e e n  m en a n d  w o m e n  
in  s p o r ts .  A u th o r  M c n a k a  R a ­
m a n 's  b o o k  l .o k i  Takes G u a rd  
f o c u s e s  o n  th e s e  d is p a r i t ie s  a t 
th e  lo c a l  le v e l .  I t 's  a  c o in in g -  

P r i t i s h a  B o r th a k u r 's  P u h o r  a n d  o f - a g e  s to r y  o f  a n  1 1 - y e a r- o ld  
N i y o r 's  M u ra !  o f  F a m i ly  S to r i e s  g ir l  w h o  w a n ts  to  p la y  c r ic k e t ,  
is  a  p o w e r f u l  p r o g re s s iv e  b o o k  B ut fo r  L o k i ,  p la y in g  c r ic k e t  is  
t h a t  a im s  to  i n s p i r e  c u r io s i t y ,  n o t  a s  e a s y  a s  i t  m ay  se e m  fo r  
r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s ,  i n s t i l l  c o m -  a n  1 1 - y e a r - o ld  boy . C r i c k e t  is  
p a s s io n ,  e n t e r t a in ,  a n d  s h o w  a a m e a n s  fo r  L o k i to  r e a l i s e  h e r  
u n iq u e  g l im p s e  o f  th e  d iv e r s e  d r e a m s ,  v o ic c  h e r  o p in io n , a n d  
k in d s  o f  f a m i l ie s  f o u n d  in  a n y  m a k e  h e r  p r e s e n c e  f e l t  a s  an  
c o m m u n ity . It sh o w s  tw in s  P u h o r  in d iv i d u a l .  U n f o r m n a tc ly .  h e r  
a n d  N iy o r 's  f a m i ly  a s  b e in g  a p a r e n ts  s e e m  to  b e  to o  in v o lv e d  
n u c le a r  f a m i ly , w i th  a m o m  a n d  w i th  h e r  b r o t h e r 's  s t u d i e s  to  
a d a d . T h e s e  tw in s  d e m o n s t r a te  b o th e r  w ith  L o k i.  So , s h e  ta k e s  
th e r e  a r c  a l l  s o r t s  o f  f a m i l i e s  m a t te r s  in to  h e r  ow n  h a n d s  a n d  
--  c h i ld r e n  w ith  tw o  m o m s , tw o  b e g in s  a  p e t i t io n  to  f ig h t  f o r  h e r
d a d s ,  a  s in g l e  m o th e r ;  a m u l­
t i r a c i a l  f a m i ly  u n it :  f o s t e r  a n d  
a d o p te d  c h i ld r e n ;  p e t  p a r e n t s ,  
a n d  m o re  • n o n e  m o r e  im p o r ta n t

r ig h t  to  p la y  c r ic k e t .  W it ty  a nd  
f a s t - p a c e d .  L o k i  Tones G u a r d  is  
a s  m u c h  a s to r y  a b o u t th e  jo y  
o f  s p o r t s  a s  i t  is  a b o u t b r e a k in g

th a n  a n o th e r ,  a n d  a l l  o f  th e m  a r c  o u td a te d  r u le s  a n d  s ta n d in g  up 
b e a u t i f u l  in  t h e i r  o w n  u n iq u e  f o r  o n e s e l f .  ( IA N S Ii fe )

Swiping, love and algorithms: 
The shifting cultural terrain

D u e  to  d a t in g  a p p s .  th e  n a tu re  o f  m o d e rn  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  h a v e  u n d o u b te d ly  c h a n g e d . 
B u t a r e  th e y  s o l e ly  a c c o u n ta b l e  f o r  th e  
s o c ie t a l  s h i f t ?  T h e  a n s w e r  h a s  no t y e t b e e n  c h o ­

se n . D e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  d a t in g  a p p s  c a n  h e lp  
p e o p le  c o n n e c t ,  th e  c o m m itm e n t ,  c o m m u n ic a t io n , 
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d in g  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t i e s  in v o lv e d  
s t i l l  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  a r e la t io n s h i p  w il l  s u c ­
c e e d  o r  f a i l .  I t ’s  c ru c ia l  to  u n d e rs t a n d  th a t  th e se  
to o ls  d o n 't  d e f in e  lo v e ;  th e y  m e re ly  a s s i s t  p e o p le  
in  f in d in g  it .

A s  t h e  w o r l d  b e c o m e s  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  
p e o p le  a re  b e in g  d ra w n  to  th e  d ig i t a l  w o r ld  m o re  
a n d  m o re . E v e r y th in g  h a s  a l te r e d  s in c e  th e  a d v e n t 
o f  d ig i t a l  te c h n o lo g y ,  f ro m  o u r  s o c ia l  n e tw o rk s  
to  o u r  p u r c h a s in g  p r a c t i s e s .  T h e  d a t in g  s c e n e  has 
a l s o  c h a n g e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th i s  t r a n s i t i o n ,  f o r  
b e t te r  o r  w o rs e . D a t in g  a p p s  h a v e  f a c i l i t a te d  a 
t r a n s f o r m a t io n  in  th e  w a y  th a t  i n d iv i d u a ls  v ie w  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  by  a l lo w in g  th e m  to  th in k  a b o u t  
th e i r  o p t io n s  o u ts id e  o f  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  c o n s tr a in ts  
o f  m o n o g a m y . D o th e y , h o w e v e r ,  s h a re  a n y  r e ­
s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  th e  r i s e  in  a d u l te r y ?

T h e  e l e p h a n t  in  t h e  r o o m  
C h e a t in g  w a s  w id e s p re a d  lo n g  b e fo r e  a d u l t e r ­

o u s  d a t in g  a p p s  e v e r  e x is te d .  T h e  re a s o n s  h a v e  
a lw a y s  be en  v a r ie d  a n d  v e ry  in d iv id u a l i s e d :  so n ic  
p e o p le  m a y  j u s t  h u n g e r  fo r  e x c i te m e n t  a n d  n o v ­
e lty .  w h ile  o th e rs  m ay  fee l o v e r lo o k e d  in  th e i r  e x ­
is t in g  r e la t io n s h ip  a n d  s e e k  f u lf i lm e n t  e l s e w h e re . 
In  o r d e r  to  c o m p re h e n d  h o w  a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd s  
m a r r ia g e , a d u l te r y ,  a n d  o th e r  c o n v e n tio n a l  s o c io ­
c u l tu r a l  n o rm s  a rc  e v o lv in g  in  I n d ia .  G lc e d c n , the  
m o s t u se d  d is c r e e t  d a t in g  a p p  in  in d ia  w ith  o v e r  2 
m i l l io n  In d ia n  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  u n d e r to o k  a th o ro u g h  
s tu d y  in c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  IP S O S .

A s a m p le  o f  1 ,5 0 3  m a r r ie d  I n d ia n s  b e tw e e n  
th e  a g e s  o f  2 5  a n d  50  w h o  l iv e d  in  12 T ie r  I a nd  
T ie r  2 c i t ie s  m a d e  u p  th e  r e s e a r c h 's  s a m p le . A c ­
c o rd in g  to  th e  s u r v e y . 8 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  
b e l ie v e  it  is  p o s s ib l e  to  b e  t r u e  to  o n e  p e r s o n  fo r  
th e  r e s t  o f  o n e ’s l i f e ,  w h ile  4 4  p e r  c e n t  b e l ie v e  
it i s  f e a s ib l e  to  b e  in  lo v e  w ith  tw o  p e o p le  a t 
o n c c . I t 's  i n te r e s t i n g  to  n o te  th a t 55  p e r  c e n t  o f  
r e s p o n d e n ts  w a n t  to  h a v e  sex  w ith  s o m e o n e  o th e r  
th a n  th e i r  s p o u s e ,  b u t  37 p e r  c e n t  o f  in d iv i d u a ls  
b e l ie v e  it is  f e a s ib le  to  c h e a t  on  s o m e o n e  w h ile  
s t i l l  l o v in g  th e m .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  c la im s  th a t  6 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  r e s p o n ­
d e n ts  s ta te d  th e i r  r e la t io n s h i p s  m a d e  th e m  fe e l 
" e m o t io n a l ly  v e ry  h a p p y ” , a n d  7 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  
th e m  c la im e d  to  h a v e  se x  w ith  th e i r  p a r tn e r s  a t

le a s t  o r c c  a w e e k . B ut e v e n  th o u g h  41 p e r  c c n t  
o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r te d  h a v in g  f r e q u e n t  se x  
w ith  th e ir  s p o u s e s ,  th e y  w e re  f o u n d  to  b e  d i s ­
s a t i s f ie d .

A c r a v in g  o f  i n s t a n t  g r a t i f i c a t i o n
O n l i r c  d a t in g  is  th e  m o s t  ty p ic a l  w ay  f o r  an  

e x t ra m a r i t a l  a f f a i r  to  b e g in . T h e y  o f fe r  a  w a y  to  
s u r re p t i t io u s ly  m e e t new  p e o p le  w ith o u t  w o rry in g  
a b o u t  the  s o c ia l  r e p e r c u s s io n s  o f  g o in g  to  a  b a r  
o r  c lu b  F u r th e r m o re ,  a n u m b e r  o f  d a t in g  a p p s  
p r o v id e  u s e r s  th e  c h o ic e  to  k e e p  th e i r  p r o f i le s  
in v is ib le  to  th e i r  s p o u s e s ,  m a k in g  it  e a s i e r  fo r  
th e m  tc  h id e  th e i r  a d u l t e r o u s  e n c o u n te r s .  A n d  
g iv e n  tl:at m o re  i n d iv id u a ls  a r e  u s in g  d a t in g  a p p s  
e v e r y  d a y . i t ’s  s im p le  to  s e c  how  th e y  m ig h t b e  
a ff e c t in g  th e  c u l tu r e 's  p r o p e n s i ty  f o r  a d u lte r y .

O v e r a l l ,  57  p e r  c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  h a v e  a l ­
r e a d y  had  a n  e x t r a m a r i t a l  a f f a i r :  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  
fo r  m eri a n d  w o m e n  a rc  n e a r ly  s im i l a r  (5 3  p e r  
c e n t  m en  a n d  59  p e r  c e n t  w o m e n ) , d e m o n s t r a t ­
in g  fo r  a ll t im e  th a t  w o m e n  c o m m it  e x t r a m a r i t a l  
a f f a i r s  e q u a l ly  a s  f r e q u e n t ly  a s  m e n . M o s t o f  
th e m  c h e a te d  o n  p a r tn e r s  w h o  th e y  h a d  p r e v i ­
o u s ly  k io w n  fro m  th e i r  s o c ia l  n e tw o r k s .  P a r t ie s  
a n d  o th e r  p r iv a t e  g a th e r in g s  a re  w h e re  i n f id e l ­
ity  o c c u r s  m o s t f r e q u e n t ly  in  r e a l  l i f e ,  a l th o u g h  
hook ing , u p  a ls o  f r e q u e n t ly  ta k e s  p la c e  o n  s o c ia l  
m e d ia  an d  th r o u g h  d a t in g  a p p s .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  s tu d y 's  f in d in g s ,  o v e r  6 0  p e r  
c c n t  o f  In d ia n s  a re  b r a v e ly  a t te m p tin g  u n o r th o d o x  
r e la t io n s h ip s ,  s h a t t e r in g  th e  s ta tu s  q u o  in  t r a d i ­
t io n a l  d a t in g . S u r p r i s in g ly ,  th e y  re g a rd  h a v in g  
a s id e  >ae a n d  f a n t a s i s i n g  a b o u t  o th e r  p e o p le  
a s  n o -n a s  w h e n  it  c o m e s  to  f id e l i ty .  I n d ia n s  a re  
e a g e r  to  e x p e r im e n t  w ith  o p e n  p a r tn e r s h ip s ,  r e ­
w a rd in g  s u g a r  b a b ie s / d a d d ie s ,  a n d  g e t t in g  k in k y  
w ith  som e  B D S M  a c t iv i t y ,  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t th a t 
t h r e e s o n e s  d o n 't  a p p e a r  to  c a p tu r e  th e i r  a t t e n ­
t io n .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  a n  u n e x p e c te d  2 2  p e r  c c n t  
o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  h a v e  a lr e a d y  g o t te n  o n  th e  n o n - 
m o n o g a m o u s  r e la t io n s h i p  b a n d w a g o n . It a p p e a rs  
th a t  In d ia  i s  s p ik in g  th e  d a t in g  s c e n e !

E x t r a m a r i t a l  d a t i n g  a n d  d a t i n g  a p p s  h a v e  
c a u s e d  a c u l tu r a l  s h i f t  in  r e la t io n s h i p s  th a t  h a s  
a l lo w e d  p e o p le  to  c o n s id e r  o p t io n s  o th e r  th a n  
m o n o g a m y . T h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a l lo w  p e o p le  a 
p la c e  to e x p lo r e  th e i r  n e e d s  a n d  w a n t s  w ith o u t  
w o r r y in g  a b o u t  b e in g  c r i t i c i s e d ,  e v e n  th o u g h  
in f i d e l i t y  m a y  s t i l l  b e  w id e s p r e a d .  T h e y  a r e  
u s h e r in g  in  a n e w  e ra  o f  c h a n g in g  r e la t io n s h i p s  
th a t  w ill le t p e o p le  fo rm  m o re  re a l  a n d  f u l f i l l i n g  
b o n d s . 7  A N S I i fe )
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H o w  lo n g  d o  y o u  s p e n d  
s t a r i n g  a t  a s c r e e n  e v ­
e r y  d a y ?  A c c o r d i n g  lo  

o n e  r e p o r t ,  th e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  
s p e n d s  a b o u t  s e v e n  h o u r s  a d a y  
o n  s c r e e n s  c o n n e c t e d  to  th e  
in t e r n e t .  A n d  th a t f ig u r e  i s  g o ­
in g  to  b e  e v e n  h ig h e r  i f  y o u r  
j o b  is  m a in ly  d o n e  in  f ro n t  o f  a 
c o m p u te r .

M o s t  o f  u s  o v e r - u s e  d ig i t a l  
d e v ic e s ,  s p e n d in g  to o  lo n g  e i ­
th e r  w o rk in g  o - e n jo y in g  b e in g  
d i s t r a c t e d  o n  p h o n e s ,  t a b l e t s ,  
l a p to p s  o r  e v e n  V R  h e a d s e ts .  Wc 
a re  a c c u s e d  o f  b e in g  a d d ic te d  
to  te c h  a n d  w a rn e d  o f  th e  d a n ­
g e rs  to  o u r  p h y s ic a l  a n d  m e n ta l 
h e a l th .

O n e  s ig n i f ic a n t  p a ra d o x  h e re  
is  t h a t  w e  o f t e n  r e t r e a t  in to  
th e  d ig i t a l  w o rld  to  e s c a p e  the  
s t r e s s e s  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld , 
bu t c a n  e n d  u p  < im p ly  c o l le c t in g  
o th e r  k in d s  o f  d ig i ta l  a n d  p h y s i ­
c a l  s t r e s s  a lo n g  th e  w a y .

A s a p a r e n t .  I b e c a m e  c o n ­
c e r n e d  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o  a b o u t  
th e  e f f e c t  m y  d ig i t a l  l i f e  w a s  
h a v in g  o n  m y  w o rk  a n d  f a m ­
ily . I d id  s o m e  r e s e a r c h  o f  my 
o w n . c h a n g e d  th e  w ay  I u se d  m y 
d e v ic e s  a n d  c v :n  w ro te  a  b o o k  
a b o u t  th e  d a n g e r s  o f  w h a t  I c a l l  
th e  " d ig i t a l  in f e r n o ” .

I t 's  o n ly  in  ic c c n t  y e a r s  th a t  
l o n g e r - t e r m  s tn d i c s  h a v e  b e e n  
p u b l i s h e d  o n  th e  i s s u e .  A n d  
ta k e n  to g e th e r ,  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  
c o m p r i s e  a g ro w in g  a n d  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  b o d y  o f  k n o w le d g e , th a t  is  
h a rd  to  d is m is s  o r  ig n o r e :  to o  
m u c h  te c h  c a n  c a u s e  i s s u e s  fo r  
us h u m a n s .

T o  b e  c l e a r ,  d i g i t a l  d e v i c e s  
o f fe r  s ig n i f ic a n t  b e n e f i t s  - th in k  
c o n n e c t i o n ,  e d u c a t io n ,  e n t e r ­
t a in m e n t .  T h e  d a n g e r  i s  w h e n  
o u r  o v e r u s e  o f  th e m  b e c o m e s  
to x ic  to  o u r  h e a lth .

F ro m  a p e rs o n a l  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  
e y e  s t r a i n ,  n e c k  a c h e ,  p o o r  
s l e e p ,  s t r e s s ,  r e p e t i t i v e  s t r a in  
i n j u r i e s  o f  a l l  k in d s  a n d  im ­
p a i re d  h a n d  fu n c tio n  a re  j u s t  a 
few  o f  s y m p to m s  I 'v e  h a d  o v e r  
th e  y e a r s  th a n k s  to  m y o v e ru s e  
o f  s c r e e n s  a n c  d e v ic e s  a n d  
r e s e a r c h  s h o w s  I ' i n  f a r  f ro m

a lo n e .
I f  a n y  o f  t h e s e  s y m p t o m s  

d e s c r i b e  y o u  ( o r  a n y o n e  y o u  
k n o w ), o r  y o u  j u s t  f e e l to o  m u c h  
o f  y o u r  l i f e  is  ta k e n  u p  w ith  
s t a r in g  a t  a s c r e e n ,  th e n  y o u  
m ig h t  f in d  m y  a d v ic e  o n  ho w  
to  r e g a in  c o n t r o l  o f  y o u r  te c h  
h e lp fu l .

H o w  to  r e g a i n  c o n t r o l

I .  P r a c t i c e  p u t t i n g  d o w n  
y o u r  d ig i t a l  d e v ic c s  c o n s c io u s ­
ly

K e e p  th e m  o u t  o f  s ig h t  a n d  
pu t th e m  a w a y  w h e n  y o u  a r e n 't  
u s in g  th e m , e s p e c ia l ly  a t  n ig h t .  
B a n is h  th e m  f ro m  th e  b e d ro o m , 
g e t  a n  a l a r m  c l o c k  ( s o  y o u  
a r e n 't  u s in g  y o u r  p h o n e  a la r m )  
a n d  y o u 'l l  s le e p  b e t te r  w i th o u t  
th e  l a t e - n i g h t  s c r o l l i n g .  A n d  
g e t o u t  o f  th e  h a b it  o f  w a t c h ­
in g  TV  w ith  y o u r  p h o n e  n e x t to

y o u . J u s t  f o c u s  on  o n e  ta s k  a t a 
tim e  w ith o u t  th e  d i s t r a c t i o n  o f  
a n o th e r  s c re e n .

2 . S e t  y o u r s e l f  s c re e n  t im e
l im i ts

T o o  m u c h  s c r e e s  t im e  c a n  
g iv e  y o u  h e a d a c h e s . B e  m in d fu l 
o f  th e  w ay  y o u r  u se  y o u r  te c h  
a n d  m a k e  u s e  o f  f e a tu r e s  l ik e  
v o ic e  n o t e s ,  w h ic h  a l lo w  y o u  
to  s t a y  u p - to - d a t e  w i th  c o m ­
m u n ic a t io n  w i th o u t  s ta r in g  a t a 
s c re e n  f o r  a  lo n g  tim e .

3 . S to p  a l lo w in g  d ig i t a l  d i s ­
t r a c t i o n s

C o n s t a n t  in te r ru p t io n  c a n  in ­
d u c e  p h y s ic a l  a n d  m e n ta l s t r e s s .  
T u rn  o f f  n o t i f ic a t io n s  a n d  a le r t s  
w h e n  y o u  w an t to  fu lly  fo c u s  on 
a  ta s k . A n d  k e e p  y o u r  p h o n e  o f f  
y o u r  d e s k . R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  th a t  
h a v in g  y o u r  p h o n e  n e a rb y , e v en  
i f  i t ' s  n o t b u /z in g  o r  r in g in g  and

e v e n  i f  th e  p o w e r  is  o f f .  c a n  hu rt 
y o u r  p e r f o rm a n c e .

4 .  S c h e d u le  p r o p e r  d ig i t a l -  
f r e e  t im e

D e p re s s io n  a n d  a n x ie ty  is  o n e  
r e s u l t  o f  d i g i t a l  o v e r lo a d .  So  
g e t t in g  a w a y  f ro m  y o u r  d ig i t a l  
w o rld  f o r  a w h ile  i s  im p o r ta n t .  
T a k e  a w a lk  in  n a tu r e ,  r e a d  a 
b o o k , g o  f o r  a b ik e  r id e  - a n y ­
th in g  th a t  ta k e s  y o u  a w a y  f ro m  
th e  s c re e n s  f o r  a w h ile .

5 . M a k e  s c r e e n s  e a s i e r  o n  
th e  e y e s

S c r e e n  o v e ru s e  c a n  s t r a in  o u r  
e y e s  a n d  a f f e c t  o u r  e y e s i g h t .  
D o n 't  s q u in t  a t  t in y  s c re e n s  to  
d o  w o rk  th a t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  
d o n e  o n  a la rg c r - s c r c c n  la p to p . 
R e d u c e  th e  b lu e  l ig h t  o n  d e v ic e s  
a n d  m a k e  u s e  o f  a l l  th e  o th e r  
h e lp f u l  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  f e a tu r e s .  
S t a r t  w i th  t h a t  s c r e e n  g l a r e .

A n d  a ls o  m a k e  s u r e  th e  v o lu m e  
d o e s n 't  b u r s t  y o u r  e a r  d ru m s .

6 . T a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c h a o s  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o v e r lo a d

O r g a n i s e  y o u r  p h o n e ,  c o m ­
p u te r  a n d  t a b l e t  so  y o u  c an  u se  
th e m  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y .  S o m e  
a p p s  r e a l l y  d o  h e lp  y o j  ta k e  
c h a r g e  o f  y o u r  l i f e  a n d  w o rk  
m o r e  c a lm l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y .  
T i m e - t r a c k i n g  a p p s  m e a s u r e  
ho w  m u c h  t im e  y o u 'r e  s p e n d in g  
(w a s t in g )  o n  y o u r  s c r e e n  p r e ­
p a re  to  be h o r r i f ie d !  W e r e g a in  
m a s te ry  o v e r  o u r  d ig i t a l  d e v ic c s  
w h en  w c  b e c o m e  m o re  p ro a c t iv e  
in  th e i r  u se .

7 .  S i t  w e l l  w h e n  y o u  a r c  
d i g i t a l l y  e n g a g e d

S l o u c h in g  o v e r  a p h o n e  o r  
h u n c h in g  o v e r  y o u r  la p to p  w il l  
h a rm  y o u r  n e ck  a n d  y o u r  b a c k . 
S i t  u p r i g h t ,  s t r e t c h  r e g u la r ly  
a n d  e x e r c i s e  o f t e n  w i th o u t

y o u r  p h o n e .

B e a d ig i t a l  d e c id e r
T h e s e  s e v e n  t ip s  s h o u ld  h e lp  

y o u  r e g a in  a s e n s e  o f  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  y o u r  d ig i t a l  l i f e .  F o r  m e . 
i t ' s  a l l  a b o u t  s le e p in g  a n d  w a k ­
in g  b e t t e r  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  m y 
p h o n e  d o w n s t a i r s .  I t ' s  a b o u t  
h a v in g  d e d ic a te d ,  p la n n e d  d ig i ­
ta l tim e  a n d  s p e c if ic  t im e s  w h e n  
th e  p h o n e  h a s  no  p la c c  in  w h at 
I ’m d o in g .

Y et i t ' s  a l s o  a b o u t  e n jo y in g  
th e s e  te c h  m i r a c l e s  in  a m o r e  
s a t i s f y in g  w a y  a n d  u s in g  th e m  
m o re  c o n s c io u s ly . I l ik e  to  th in k  
o f  m y s e l f  n o w  a s  a  d ig i t a l  d e ­
c id e r  a n d  n o t j u s t  a n o th e r  d ig i ta l  
c a s u a l ty .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a tio n )

( T h e  a u t h o r  is  a S e n io r  L e c ­
t u r e r  a n d  R e s e a r c h e r  in  I n n o ­
v a t io n  a n d  D ig i ta l  L e a d e r s h ip .  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  B r ig h to n )

‘Star - Gazing’
B y  P t. A ja i Bnarnbi S u n d a y, A P R IL  16, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moco conjunct Salumon your sobr return chart and wil give good result*. 
The time s great. You vui make progress in your Jdybusincss. There wil be 
canpitbiUy between <ole»gues and bosses. You win work in team sprit and 
wil take decisions cotfectivety Your experience will count a lot Luck wil favor 
you at every stage andyou win be maktig good progress You wiu be busy m 
rraitipw activities. You will abo get sudden benefits. You wil have monetary 
9».nt. You will be gvc* addtcnai rwpontibiitte* love mates ml <r̂ oy each 
other's company. Those who are in rtfationihlp lor a long une will plan lo get 
manied.You wil make betfuteofyour professional cent acts Doors of progress 
wli open up for you ont by one. You wta move ahead in your life. Students will 
make good progress instudies and pass the exams in good grades.

•This week for you’
Aries : (March 21 - April 20)ll will be a beneficial ■»«* You wtftwork 

overt nc but your work wil g»t completed. You wW have fi« 
cenfidsne* in your abitoes. You will cSi spade a spade and win 
do thirgs expected of you Luck is also favoring you. This it the 
deal tine to do some new work. Your business w-.l prosper and 
flourish You wit also do well in your job. You wil tail in love with 
a person worfcng m your office TheJtnwpMroathomcwJIbe 

*• peacekjl Your fnancel position will be wet You will not argue 
with atyone Peop'e who are jealous of you wta not be able lo 
harm you. You will make enough progress m your life. Students

Taurus : (April 21 ■ May 21) You wil face some chalenges and hurdles 
In the banning o* the week. But everything wtf be if right at 
time pwgresses. You will start getting wonderful result foryour 
efforts Hit band and w«lewilh»vc wonderfulunde rstandng Love 

f  matetwia have better compatibly Some autpcious event or 
funcUn wil take place which will keep you buty. You wH have 
wondfffultmo with your famiy and friendtHwll be a money 

•I ** ganrq week Your money irAow win increase. Studentt will get 
gooo results. Tnete wno are planning to go aoroao for joo or 
hlgherslud** can do so, You wtu fjRl your hot*Us You win 
«<so spend your time on entertainment You will do your work 
InatyMenaticMy.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)Thebmewilb«good.YouwiHhave important 
news coming from tcmewhere. It wifl lift your spirts. There will 
be seme memorable incidents taking place in your life. You MU 
find thitspecitlperton who willmake your Hedfferent Noneed 

m l  lo doubt about anything Some person ml ?ve advice to you 
whlchwfiprovetobehelpfulltiMiibeawcnderMwoek. You 

M y m ,  willavoidebshwithyourcoiSeaguM.Studertswilldbarexams.
compff It lonsand interviews. You mlgct lotofmenuipeac*. You 
will aiso gtt promoted in your job. You win have lot of money and 
famecUtngtr»spenod Theworksinyeurhandwillbecompteted 
with etse. Everyone will cooperate with you.

Cancer: (June 22 ■ July 22) It is a wonderful week foryou. When working 
with pw(fe, you will gel wonderfUresUtt Everyonewllgivehfl 
cooperation to you. I  rs akto tme lo do life self-analysis and 

? ^  introipection about lots of »»ngt taking place in your l/e. You 
can dc new partnershp m business wfxh ini prove beneficial 

W K  for you. You wit go on a picnic or outing for relaxation and fun 
with yeur family members, You wil dtpot* some funds for your 

1 chiidnn s future plans. You wli flatter some person with you 
charm A strange encounter well leave you surprised You wiU 
be hafpy at sudden bm of events. You ml not mow anyone to 
take a (vantage of your emotions.

Loo : (July 23 - August 23) It will be a oued wee* Your faei m god <mo 
increase and you will be involved In spiritual acfevites Your 
bos set may appear unhappy with youbutyouwil make effortt 
to create them Take finance related doc*sions wvse V You will 

v thus sjve yourself from lot of troubles. You wil get invofred in 
legal tattles in court but * it appropriate to look for an out of 

V H T  court tenement You wil have plant to change your Job. You win 
-*J J y  face some resource from your opponenti and foes but you win 

maws* out the e>ngt The tme will be improving as week goes 
by. You could gel a new (obbutlnoss offer A change of place 
or job Mil also be in your mind. You wil be meeting interesting 
poo pit from dtfferent walks of Me.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22) I wta prove to be a beneficial 
week fsr you. There wli be the ngtt opport unities for growth in
yeurj<b«ndbu*lne*». Yew aril explore newsvenuMef Inccoe.

| L /  You wn 1 move ahead in your career. Youml have no shortage of 
funds. You wil achieve more than your capabittits. calber and 

' I T ** ' talenti Your bosses wli be rnprested of your outlook. You will

a iso plan to go out vwth your family. You wW bt trou bled by your 
enemies but it ml have little mpact on your mxaie. Student wil 
face exams with confidence. Don't delay an important decision in 
your business. Pin von rtfattd works ml mo* ahoad You wil 
help needy persons which wH bring you lot d mental peace.

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) It it a nice reek. You win get 
contnued success in your work. You will be > lot more serious 
about your career and future. You will be absorbed in your work 
and wil give ful attention lo your goals . You will Kso do your 
fnancelpbnr»ngwlteiyandwli«iveMinmi<*pf«sourc*s. They 
wil fetch you good returns. You wil be posit«> and witein your 
thinking and wil be able to influence people rou will be able lo 
attract them to you and wil get your work doie with ease You 
wil have a good position and prcsfcge in tooety Faifaret and 
hurOes won't deler you from making best eftxts and rexhng 
top. You will have to face lough competibon n your butiness. 
Postpone your business trip V you are koep>rg unwtfl

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) Your work wil pek momffltim 
this week n will get speed up You ml be an* lo take people 
alongside you and also get fol support from hem You wil take 
on the spot decisions In your business w*vdi in any way wil

y
 prove to be correct You wil have no shortage of money. Your 

bank balance wui keep nsing You wiii havi loving relations 
wlh your partner You wil avoid taking any hasty decisions 
in your personal We. You wil finish your wor< very gracbutiy. 
Saturn will give you chance of promotion in jsb or progress m 
your business. You wiH fid in love with sememe aU of a sud­
den. Your working capacity wil alto increase. You will plan to 
renovate your house

Sagittarius: (Novombor 23 - December 21) Iwll jeamoneygiving 
week. You win have profits in your business. Tou wil be having 
M 0> «eV oenftdenee in your atoll*l««. At a 
you will be able to achieve a lot. Even the toughest of work wil 
prove easy for you. You wil keep your hold n your business. 
You wil also spend tot of tint with your owi people. You wli 
be working with double enthusiasm and excrement Husband 
and wife wia have wonderful understanding. You will get suc­
cess m love matters. Your bonding with yotr partner will be 
wonderful Luck wil favor you. Your heifth via be at its best 
Those who are single wil gtt marriage propotals Students wil 
clear competitive exams.

Capricorn : (December 22 • January 20)Youwilb« involved in lot 
of truMul ac»r>«4S Pits week You w>l make progress in your 
i04»tw ness You wil get lot of mental satsfKtion as a res 
You wil be satisfied as your works will be dote favorably. Your 
infkance will grow at your plice of work Those who are single 
wiilplantogetmarhed.Youwi.'lmakeaCtusknerlstothechanging 

M B  situation in your job last. Your partner wiH prcve to be a source 
^  T) of strength No one wil be able to dstrxtyot from your goals 

Your nccme will be high New businest deamg will be done 
The tine Mil be for party and recreatton. You win get success in 
inlerviswexams- You will be cheerful on meding a friend You 
wia pbn to go abroad for (Obtminesi

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)The week will teginonapetitNO 
note. You wil get a good newt related to you- job or butmess. 
You will make plans to travels because of wcrkrbusmess, Your 
boss ml be sjbsficd wih your work. You wil alto take care d 

t .  your inlaws and will look after frxmwdl.Yourfmanoal positon 
J R .  wtiibestong Ycurrttndwlll be stable You wil also attend some 

mart age tj net icn. You wil have perfect bo ndngw'Piyoufpartntf 
and you wta be romantic in nakir*. There win be lot of warm*, 
joy and freshness in your relationship. You wil keep matong 
good money. Financial situation it alto stable.

Pisces : (February 19 • March 20) The time is lo itay powtv* and 
relaxed. You wil be busy with yourfamly.The-e wil be loveand 
compatibly among the family members. Rising expenses wil 
be a causo of worry. You wil gel a good news from somewhere. 
Your tine wil be spent happily You wil tnrvtl extensively and 
wil make new friends. Husband and wife wil share wondcrW 
bonding. You «ntm>es wta be unaUe lo harmyou You wil also 
sofvc your property rcfated matters will cate.Your siblings wil 
support you and im>i give you tut respect It«  bettt* lo oeno*«- 
Irate on your s« goals rafter than a sailing n two beats. You 
need to have ccmplttt pawnee. You wli spmd the mannwn 
tine w*i your own peopfe.

International road trips 
you can plan from  India

B y O l iv ia  S a r k a r

T r a v e l l in g  is  an  e x p e r ie n c e  - i t 's  a b o u t  th e  
jo u rn e y  a s  m uch  a s  it  is  a b o u t th e  d e s tin a tio n . 
P a c k in g  y o u r  b a g s  m ay b e  p ro m p te d  by  the  

d e s t in a t io n ,  b u t th e  jo u r n e y  i t s e l f  m a y  e x c i te  y o u . 
W hat i f  w e  to ld  y o u  th a t y o u  c o u ld  t r a v e l  lo c a lly  
a n d  rc a c h  C h in a  and  L o n d o n  by ro ad  fro m  In d ia?

M ere is  a lis t  o f  p o s s ib le  in te r n a t io n a l  ro ad  e x ­
c u rs io n s

M A L A Y S IA  
S k y s c ra p e rs  a n d  r iv e r s id e  hom es 

c o e x i s t  in  M a la y s ia ,  w h ic h  e f ­
f e c t iv e ly  e x p r e s s e s  th e  r e g io n 's  
c u l tu r a l  s p ir i t .  In a d d it io n  to  th a t,  
th e y  s e rv e  so m e  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  
m e a ls  in  th e  a rc a . w h ic h  is  a w o n ­
d e rfu l  t r e a t  a f te r  t r a v e l l i n g  su c h  
a l o n g  d i s t a n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  y o u  
c o u ld  h av e  to  p a ss  th ro u g h  T ib e t, 
w h ic h  w ill c a u s e  is s u e s  w ith  a u ­
to n o m o u s  v e h ic le  m o v e m e n t .  To 
a r r iv e  in  K u a la  L u m p u r , y o u  w il l  
h a v e  to  t r a v e l  a c r o s s  tw o  o th e r  
c o u n trie s  - M y a n m ar  a n d  T h a ila n d , 
fo r  w h ic h  v a lid  t r a v e l  d o c u m e n ts  
a rc  r e q u ire d .

T H A IL A N D
E v en  w h ile  it m ay  b e  le s s  e x p e n s iv e  to  f ly , the  

r e c e n tly  o p e n ed  m o to rw ay  lin k in g  th e  tw o  c o u n trie s  
is n o n e th e le s s  q u ite  th r i l l in g .  S in c c  T h a i la n d  has 
m a g n if ic e n t b e a c h c s . a n  u n u su a l c u l tu r e ,  a n d  o p ­
t io n s  fo r  a ll  ty p e s  o f  t r a v e l le r s ,  it is  w ell k n o w n  as 
o n e  o f  th e  e a s ie s t  d e s t in a t io n s  to  h a v e  a  g o o d  tim e . 
T h e  ro a d  to  B a n g k o k , g o e s  a c r o s s  th e  n o r th e a s te rn  
s ta te s  o f  In d ia  a n d  c ro s s c s  M y a n m a r  to  a r r iv e  in  
T h a ila n d . M a n y  w h o  h a v e  u n d e r ta k e n  th is  ro a d tr ip .  
s u g g e s t  th e  fo llo w in g  jo u r n e y :  h e ad  fro m  D e lh i to  
I m p h a l , c ro s s  M o rc h . K a le , B a g an , In lc  L ak e , Y an­
g o n . M a c so t .  a n d  a r r iv e  in  B a n g k o k  f ro m  T ak .

N E P A L
A t th e  e n d  o f  y o u r  tre k  in to  N e p a l, y o u 'l l  f in d  

f o re s ts ,  so m e  f a ir ly  n ic e  a lc o h o l ,  a nd  so m e  o f  the  
h ig h e s t p e a k s  in  the  w o rld . A lo n g  the  jo u rn e y , y o u 'l l  
s e c  so m e  g r e a t  s ig h ts ,  bu t i f  b o r d e r  p a tro ls  a n n o y  
y o u  to o  m u c h , ju s t  ta k e  th e  b u s! A d r iv e  from  N ew  
D elh i to  K a th m a n d u  w ill  ta k e  y o u  a c r o s s  tw o  s ta te s  
in  In d ia  th ro u g h  N ew  D e lh i a n d  U tta r  P ra d e sh , a nd  
y o u  e n te r  N ep a l th r o u g h  S u n a u li B o rd e r  a n d  w h ic h  
w ill ta k e  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 d a y s .

B H U T A N
B h u tan 's  r ich  le g ac y , c u l tu rc .  a nd  p e c u lia r ly  l iv e ­

ly  a tm o s p h e re  w ill  p e rs u a d e  y o u  to  g o  th e re  e v en  i f  
b e in g  th e  h a p p ie s t n a tio n  in  A s ia  is n 't  e n o u g h  o f  a 
c a u sc . T h is  l i t t l e  n a tio n  in  th e  H im a la y a s  is  rem o te

( in  a l l  s e n se s  o f  th e  te rm ) , b u t d o a b le .  T h e  ro u te  to  
T h im p u  fro m  N ew  D e lh i w il l  ta k e  y o u  a c ro s s  th e  
s ta te s  o f  U tta r  P ra d e sh  a n d  A ssa m , f ro m  G u w a h a ti,  
y o u  w ill b e  a b le  to  m o v e  to  th e  B h u ta n e se  v i l la g e  
P h u n tsh o lin g  a n d  th e n  h e ad  to  T h im p u  a n d  rea ch  
B h u tan  in 3 d a y s .

S R I L A N K A  
T ak e  a d r iv e  to  v e rd a n t S r i L an k a  a n d  ta k e  in 

th e  b e a c h e s , w o o d s , a n d  c u l tu re  th a t h a v e  h e lp e d  
to  sh a p e  th e  c o u n try  in to  w h a t it  is  to d a y . S in c e  
lo c a tio n s  a rc  c lo se  to  o n e  a n o th e r ,  y o u  m a y  s q u c c /c

in a lo t  c f  v a r ie d  th in g s  in  a s h o r t  a m o u n t o f  tim e!  
A jo u rn e y  from  N ew  D e lh i to  C o lo m b o  w ill ta k e  
y o u  acrc-ss th e  le n g th  o f  I n d ia ,  c ro s s in g  6  s ta te s
- U tta r  P ra d e s h , M a d h y a  P r a d e s h , M a h a r a s h t ra ,  
T c la n g a n a , A n d h ra  P r a d e s h , a n d  T am il N a d u . In 
T am il N adu , you  c an  ta k e  th e  N a g a p p a t t in a m  fe rry  
to  C o lo m b o .

C H IN A
A lth o u g h  it w o u ld  ta k e  a v e ry  lo n g  tim e  a n d  e f ­

f o r t .  it is  te c h n ic a l ly  c o n c e iv a b le  to  d r iv e  to  C h in a . 
T he in d e p e n d e n t t r a v e l  p a ss  is  d i f f ic u l t  to  o b ta in  
a n d  ta k es a lo n g  tim e  to  b e  a u th o r is e d . B u t i f  y o u  
d o . p le ase  le t u s  k now ! F o r  a r r iv in g  in  C h in a  from  
N ew  D e lh i, o n e  m ay  ta k e  a ro u te  th ro u g h  N ep a l via 
th e  K o d ar i-Z h an g m u  b o rd e r  a n d  re a c h  y o u r  d e s t in a ­
t io n  in  a p p ro x im a te ly  4 0  h o u rs  o f  jo u r n e y .

B A N G L A D E S H
F ro m  so m e  r e g io n s  o f  I n d ia ,  y o u  c a n  p r a c t ic a l ly  

see  th e  b o rd e r  w ith  B a n g la d e sh . It has  a r ic h  h is ­
to ry . m a g n if ic e n t w a te rw a y s , a n d  a m ia b le  c i t iz c n s .  
T o  r c a c h  D h ak a , y o u  w ill h a v e  to  t r a v e l  from  N ew  
D e lh i, a c ro s s  U tta r  P ra d e sh , and  B ih a r , a n d  c ro s s  
th e  b o r d e r  a t S o n a m a s j id  S u lk a  c h e c k p o in t  o r  
P c tra p o lc -B c n a p o lc  b o rd e r  to  a r r iv e  in B a n g la d esh . 
O n ce  yon e n te r  B a n g la d e sh , it w ill ta k e  an a p p ro x i­
m a te ly  8 -h o u r  d r iv e  to  a r r iv e  in  D h a k a , th e  c a p i ta l  
c i ty  o f  B a n g la d e sh . <lA X S Ii/ 'e )
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“Health is a precious gift. You realise more and 
more as you gel olderjust how precious a gift it is. ” 
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VPP striking the right chord 
with the people

Atiq iI and the law
G O V E R N A N C E  is  n o  c h i ld ’s  p la y . I t in v o lv e s  
r is k s  a n d  tim e ly  d e c is io n s .  A c t io n s  s p e a k  lo u d e r  

th a n  w o rd s  h o u g h  m a n y  o f  th o s e  w h o  o c c u p y  
s e a ts  o f  p o w e r  in  d e m o c r a c ie s  a re  v a c illa to n s  o f  th e  
f irs t o rd e r ,  f ea rfu l o f  s i tu a t io n s  a n d  d e m o n s tr a t i n g  
a  d e f ic it  o f  a c tio n  a m id  a  s u r fe i t  o f  r h e to r ic .  T h e  
s c r i e s  o f  e v e n ts  in  U t ta r  P r a d e s h  in  r e c e n t  d a y s  
c le a r ly  fo llo w  a  w e l l- t h o u g h t-o u t  a c t io n  p la n  o n  
th e  p a r t o f  c h ie f  m in i s te r  Y o g i A d ity a n a th . T h e  
m o s t -w a n te d  m a fia  le a d e r  in  th e  g u is e  o f  a  S a m -  
a jw a d i  P a r ty  le ad e r, A tiq  A h m e d , h is  s o n  a n d  a ls o  

A t iq 's  b ro th e r  h a v e  b e e n  e l im in a te d  in  tw o  h i ts  in  
q u ic k  su c c e s s io n  so n  A s a d  b e in g  sh o t  d o w n  b y  
th e  U P  p o lic e  in  J h a n s i ;  w h ile  A tiq  a n d  h is  b ro th e r  
b e in g  l iq u id a .e d  b y  th re e  m e n  p o s in g  a s  T V  c re w  
n e a r  a  P ra y a g  c o u r t  in  th e  im m e d ia te  a f te r m a th . 
T h e s e  c o u ld  a s  w e l l  b e  te r m e d  “ e x t r a - ju d ic i a l  
k i l l in g s ,"  w h ic h  a rc  o b je c t i o n a b le  a n d  a g a in s t  th e  
s p ir i t  o f  n a tu ra l ju s t ic e .  A  ju d ic ia l  in q u iry  h a s  b e en  
o r d e r e d  in to  th e  m u r d e r  o f  A tiq  a n d  b a n  o rd e r s  

h a v e  b e e n  d a m p e d  a c r o s s  U P  to  g u a rd  a g a in s t  
r e ta l ia t io n s .

T h e  p o in t  to  n o te  is  th a t th e  n a t io n  h a s  a  w e l l-  
o i le d  la w  a n d  o r d e r  m e c h a n is m  a n d  a l l - e n c o m ­
p a s s in g  j u d i c a l  s y s te m , w h y  s h o u ld  th e re  b e  fa k e  
e n c o u n te r s  b y  p o lic e  in  th e  f ir s t p la c e . A f t e r  Y og i 
to o k  c h a r g e , .scores o f  s u c h  p o lic e  e n c o u n te r s  h a d  
ta k e n  p la c e  in th e  p a s t  s ix  y e a r s  a n d  m a n y  w e r e  
d o n e  to  d e a th  b y  th e  s e c u r i ty  fo rc e s .  W h y  Y og i 

g e ts  a w a y  w i:h  s u c h  a c ts  i s  c le a r  to  a ll .
U t t a r  P r a d e s h  h a s  b e e n  th e  m o s t  l a w le s s ,  

g a n g s te r - ru n  s ta te  fo r  d e c a d e s  a lo n g s id e  B ih a r . 
W h e n  it c a m e  to  la w  a n d  o rd e r ,  th e s e  tw o  s ta te s  
w e r e  o f te n  s e e n  a s  b e in g  w o rs e  tlian  th e  w a y w a rd  
A f r ic a n  s ta te s .  A n  a rg u m e n t  is . o u t - o f - th c - b o x  
s o lu t io n s  a rc  n e e d e d  to  ta c k le  g r im  s i t u a t io n s .  
A f t e r  a l l ,  o n e  c a n n o t  n e g o tia t e  w ith  a  w ild f ir e .  
M o re  im p o rta n tly , fe e l in g s  a re  s tr e n g th e n in g  th a t 

th e  ju s t ic e -d i s p e n s a t io n  s y s te m s  h e re  a r c  f a il in g  
to  m e a s u r e  i.p  to  p e o p le ’s  e x p e c ta t i o n s .  C a s e s  
in  c o u r ts  a re  o n  a  m e r r y - g o - r o u n d  f o r  d e c a d e s . 
T h is  s ta r t s  w ith  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  
c o p s  d e la y in g  it  fo r  y e a r s  o u t  o f  s e lf ish  in te re s ts ,  
p e rh a p s  c o u r ts  to o , e v e n  to  th w a r t  th e  c o u rs e  o f  
ju s t ic e .  Ju s tic e  d e la y e d  i s j u s t i c e  d e n ie d .  W ith  th e  
r e su l t, In d ia  o f te n  p ro je c ts  i t s e l f  a s  a  r u d d e r le s s  e n ­
tity . E v e n  A tiq , c a u g h t  in  o v e r  1 0 0  c a s e s  o f  a  g ra v e  
n a tu re ,  m o v e d  a r o u n d  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  w ith o u t  a n y  
le t o r  h in d ra n c e : h e  e v e n  te rro r iz e d  ju d g e s  a n d  w it­
n e s s e s .  I t ’s  tim e  to  ta k e  s to c k  o f  su c h  la w le s s n e s s  
a n d  th in g s  m u s t c h a n g e  fo r  th e  b e tte r . A n  e le c te d  
le a d e r  s h o u lc  c a r ry  w ith  h im  b o th  c o u ra g e  a n d  
c o n v ic t io n  to  p e rf o rm . M a n y  w h o  ru n  d e m o c r a ­
c ie s  th in k  h a l f  th e ir  j o b  is  d o n e  i f  s a la r ie s  a rc  p a id  
to  g o v e rn m e n t  e m p lo y e e s  o n  tim e . In c o m p e te n t  
le a d e rs  a r e  a  c u rs c  to  a n y  n a t io n . C r im e  m u s t  b e  

d e a l t  w ith  a  s :ro n g  h a n d  b u t p o l ic e  ta k in g  th e  la w  
in  th e ir  hand*  is  n o t th e  so lu t io n .

1

In Meghalaya, every clcc- 
lion sees the rise o f  new po­
litical parties and the fall o f  
others. It is  no surprise that 
a s the state sees the closing 
o f  the final chapter o f  one re­
gional parly, it also witnesses 
the rise o f  a new  regional 
party in the state 's political 
horizon. The newly formed 
party is now recognized by 
the  E lection  C om m ission  
as a State party. It took the 
m onths-old party ju s t one 
election to achieve the feat 
w hieh the o th e r  reg iona l 
parties have not been able to 
do for many years. Political 
pundits opined that the party 
led by Ardent M iller Basa- 
i aw mo it w ould have been 
a b le  to  pe rfo rm  w ell had 
it begun its campaign a bit 
earlier. But the question that 
begs the answer is whether 
the State is  w itnessing the 
rise o f  a new regional force 
that could change the politi­
cal landscape in Vloghalaya. 
That only time will tell.
A party  with a difference 

VPP is pro jec ting  itse lf  
as a party with a difference, 
a party with a clean image. 
Except for the tw o leaders, 
the o th e r  c and ida tes  who 
contested on the party tick­
e ts are all fresh candidates 
and most a t least have one 
university degree. The other 
factor that differentiates the 
VPP from the others is that 
it did not indulge in extrava­
gant expenditure during the 
last election. All the party’s 
candidates contested the last 
election after spending very 
little money to  woo voters. 
The party has been able to 
do well because Ardent has 
at least given the people a 
new hope which they have 
been  w aiting  for so  long. 
It is  a lso  true that a t least 
Ardent Miller Basaiawmoit 
the leader o f  the party, is con­
sistent in his efforts to clean 
politics in the state. He had 
earlier started a clean politics 
campaign in Meghalaya, but 
for reasons best known only 
to him. he stopped the cam­
paign midway. This time too. 
keeping h is stand intact he 
fought against the candidate 
perhaps with the biggest bank 
balance and won the election 
by sp e n d in g  lit tle  m oney 
during the election. O thers 
are also saying that one may 
fall several tim es on  one 's 
journey but what is important 
is that one docs not abandon 
the principle that one stands 
for. T his is the sam e story 
with all the VPP candidates, 
irrespective o f  whether they

By H H  M ohmten

w in o r lose. The fact is that 
they spent very little o r  no 
money contesting the elec­
tion. Is the VPP the change 
tha t people  o f  M eghalaya 
have been war ing for? That's 
a  million-dollar question.

Is il th e  symbol o r  the
p a rty ’s election song?
Can the party symbol be 

another factor that helps the 
V PP strike a chord with the 
common people? It is clear 
that the symbol chosen by 
the VPP also stands for the 
p a rty 's  principle  to  c lean 
politics in tl)c state. U Prah is 
not only a traditional appara­
tus that people use regularly 
a s a w innow  but it is also 
relevant to the pany’s stand 
to  c lean  corrup tion  in the 
state. It is sho;r coincidence

guage on the people  w ent 
viral. O f  course, the govern­
ment may argue that an Eng­
lish version o f  the address 
was shared w ith the members 
beforehand, but the fact o f  
the matter is that the speech 
in the House is not intended 
to address the members o f  the 
assembly only, but the public 
at large. llic  protest against 
the governor addressing the 
house in Hindi is symbolic 
because it resonates with the 
public at large w hocan barely 
u n d e rs tan d  the  lan g u ag e  
fo r no fault o f  theirs. The 
ChiefM inister and a few o f 
his cabinet colleagues may 
be fluent in Hindi and have 
a good com m and over the 
language, but the question is 
w hat percentage o f  the gen-

“Tlte newly fo rm ed  party is now  recognized 
by the Llcction Commission as a State party. 
It took the m onths-old party ju s t  one election 
to achieve the fe a t  which the other regional 
parties Itave not been able to do fo r  many  

years. Political pundits opined that the party  
led by Ardent Miller Basaiawmoit would 

have been able to perform  well had it begun 
ils cam paign a bit earlier."

that the party’s election song 
is also a hit with both young 
and old. men and women. 11 is 
perhaps the most liked, most 
view ed , a nd  m ost shared  
party  c lcc tio i song  today. 
But the Party's symbol and 
the election can contribute 
very little to tic  party's gain­
ing popularity in the region. 
T here  a re  ccrta in ly  o the r 
factors like striking the right 
chord with the people that 
helps the Party gain the sup­
port o f  the majority o f  people 
in the Khasi Jaintia region o f  
the state.

Party s trik ing  the 
righ t chord  

T he V P P  e n te re d  th e  
H ouse in style and  with a 
bang; the four members o f  
the legisla tive  a ssem b ly ’s 
m aiden appearance in the 
august house has even  a t­
tracted national interest as 
the language issue is not only 
a Meghalaya-specific issue. 
The video o f  the four MLAs 
protesting against the gover­
nor addressing the house in 
Hindi has nol only got the 
support o f  the local Mcgha- 
layans, but the video footage 
o f  the  m em ber’s w alkout 
o f  the House to  protest the 
alleged imposition o f  a lan-

eral population in  the state 
understands Hindi?

'Hie VPP’s position on the 
state reservation policy and 
roster system  also  has the 
support o f  the general public, 
and many pressure groups 
have extended support to the 
Pany on the issue. But the 
flip side o f  this is that the 
VPP's position on the issue 
is putting the Party at odds 
with the other section o f  the 
population in the State. Is this 
som eth ing  that the VPP is 
w illing to sacrifice, is another 
pertinent question.

C hallenges fo r the  pa rty
'Hie immediate challenge 

w hich could a lso  turn out 
to be an opportunity for the 
V PP to showcase its strength
is ihc ensiling MDC rlrvlinn
to the district councils in the 
state. The first test is how the 
Party will select candidates 
to contcst on the party ticket. 
Is the basis o f  selecting the 
candidates going  to be on 
the so-called 'w innability’o f 
the contender? W hat would 
‘w innability ’ m ean? Is the 
bank balance o f  the candi­
date going to be the criteria 
for se lec tion?  M aybe not, 
because the VPP MLAs have 
won the election with little or

no influence o f  money power. 
There will be a long queue 
o f  contenders for the V PP 
ticket in the coming election, 
so  the other question is. on 
what basis is the Party going 
to  allot tickets to candidates? 
W hat about veteran po liti­
cians w ho had contested or 
won on other party tickets? 
Will the VPP allot tickets to 
such candidates?

VPP MLAs will remain 
united in the State Assembly 
but it could be  a d ifferen t 
story at the D istrict C oun­
cils. The Party may w in all 
the seals in the respective 
Councils, but cannot ensure 
that the M D Cs w ill remain 
c o m m itte d  to  it b e ca u se  
the  a n ti-d e fe c tio n  law  is 
not opera tive  in the A D Cs. 
How can the party  keep its 
flock together w hen the 10th 
Schedule  o f  the C o n stitu ­
tion 52nd  am endm ent Act 
o r the anti-defec tion law is 
inapplicable in  the AD Cs? 
These arc some o f  the imme­
diate challenges that one can 
foresee that the VPP could 
encounter in the near future.

The P arly  fo r Hie 
36 seals only

The VPP has been blamed 
to  be  p ro -K h a s i o r  p ro - 
Hynrtcw T rcp people. The 
question is whether the VPP 
can afford to be a K hasi-Jain­
tia party  only? A s o f  today 
it seems that the allegations 
against the party being pro- 
Khasi Jaintia region are not 
unfounded. If  that is the case 
then the party is only repeat­
ing the same mistake that the 
other regional parties like the 
HSPDP, the PDF. KHNA.M, 
and even the UDP have made 
o f  not being able to have any 
influence in the Garo Hills. 
In such a situation the VPP is 
going to facc a challenge in 
the next MP election as it can 
only contcst from the Shillong 
parliamentary seat and have 
to forfeit the Tura scat. The 
VPP can position  i ts e lf  a s 
a Party that cham pions the 
interests o f  the people who 
live in the Khasi Jaintia hills 
only, but in such a situation 
what kind o f  future can the 
Party hope for"?

The other troubling ques­
tion  is  how  can  the  V PP 
expect to rule the State if  it 
is going to contest only on 
the 36 constituencies in the 
State Legislative Assembly? 
How can the VPP hope to be 
the m ajor regional party in 
Meghalaya if  its influence is 
restricted to two o f  the three 
regions o f  the State only?

Avoidable 
tragedy at 
Rvngngain

Editor.
It’s really a huge trag­

edy for the fam ly  members 
who lost their beloved ones 
due  to falling  t>ouldcrs al 
Ryngngain near Pynursla. 
O ther travelers w ho were 
a lso  affected by th is acc i­
dent, for no fault o f  theirs, 
are being hosp talised and 
have  to  undergo a lot o f  
trauma. But su th  accidents 
could have bee# avoided if 
the contractors responsible 
for implementing the road 
project had given priority 
to  the safety o f  commuters 
w ho  a rc  using  th is  busy 
road. The callous attitude o f  
the contractor h is led to the 
loss o f  precious lives as well 
as economic loss to  the fam­
ily o f  the depar.cd souls, if  
those w ho lost their lives are 
breadwinners. The economic 
loss has impac cd not ju st 
these families, tu t everyone 
w ho depends tin this road 
for their livelihoods, not to 
mention hundreds o f  tour­
ists who use this route to 
visit Dawki and other tourist 
spots in the area.They had to 
cancci their schedule and this 
too has crcatcd «.n economic 
loss to guest house owners 
and other locals who depend 
on tourism for employment. 
That a pressure group, as 
repo rted  in  the S h illo n g  
l im es, had pclitioned the 
SD O  (C iv il)  Pynursla on 
April 6. regarding their con­
cern for safety o f commuters 
on this particular stretch o f  
road but that their conccm 
w as ignored speaks o f  the 
callousncse o f  government
officials whose brief il is to

ensure that safety measures 
a re  in place . Had prom pt 
a ction  been  taken  by  ihc 
conccrncd  au thority  then 
this mishap could have been 
averted.

Yours etc., 
Stanley LK Dicngdoh 

Umsning, Ri Bhoi 
District

A disaster 
foretold

Editor,
O ncc upon  a lim e the 

entire ridge between Mawk- 
hap and Pynursla was full o f  
greenery, captivating the first 
time visitor. Now the entire 
route is  facing an environ­
m ental catastrophe leading 
to  drop  in w ater sources, 
landslides, caving o f  roads 
and dangerous driving con­
ditions. The recent incident 
o f  an en tire  h illock  w ith 
boulders coming down onto 
u n su sp e c t in g  co m m u te rs  
was cxpccicd  with a ll the 
road construction activities. 
The loss o f  precious human 
lives cannot be compensated 
with money Hie Headman o f  
W ahlyngkhat was a  friend o f  
mine and we had interacted 
on several issues related to 
the local com m unity. His 
suddendcmisc along with his 
friend is regrettable. H ow ­
ever, it is ironic that the local 
administration has failed to 
keep a check on this wanton 
excavation and d id  not do 
anything to control o r regu­
late the way the extraction o f 
boulders was being carricd 
out by exporters.

The statement o f  the lo ­
cal MLA about filing an FIR 
docs not absolve the culprits 
w ho a rc  fired  by extrem e 
greed. Now who will be an ­
swerable to the families and

m oreover to  the law afler all 
this? Have we bccomc such 
a lawless state and a lawless 
society where law enforce­
ment is almost non-existent? 
Will those in authority care to 
answer these questions?

Yours etc..
Dominic S. Wankhar.

Via email

Power of social 
media in the 
rise of VPP

Editor.
C a n  w e a t t r ib u te  the  

emergence and upsw ing o f  
the Voice o f  Peoples' Party 
(VPP) to social m edia? In 
the era o f  information tech­
nology. social media plays a 
vital role in our day-tonlay 
lives, and its impact can be 
especially significant during 
the election season. With just 
one touch o fa  button, people 
can access information about 
political parties, candidates, 
and their platforms in a  min­
ute. making it a powerful tool 
that can significantly impact 
people’s  minds.

In recent years, social me­
dia has become an essential 
aspect o f  political campaign­
ing. and political parties and 
candidates have rccognizcd 
its potential to sway public 
o p in io n . B y c re a tin g  so ­
c ial media profiles, posting 
contcni. and engaging with 
follow ers, political parties 
and candidates can reach a 
wider audience and appeal to 
younger voters who arc more 
likely to consume informa­
tion through social media.

In the recently concluded 
M eghalaya General Assem­
bly e lec tio n , social media 
played a crucial role in shap­

ing  public  opinion. W hile 
most national political par­
ties invested vast amounts o f  
money in advertisements on 
billboards and social media, 
they failed to have a signifi­
cant impact o i the minds o f  
the people. T iis  failure can 
be  attributed to their inability 
to  understand the people's 
moods and create contcnt that 
resonated witb them.

O n the  o n e r  hand, the 
new ly-form ed V PP e ffec ­
tively utilized social media 
lo  create  a significant im ­
p a c t. T hey  inc reased  the 
outreach o f  tlx  party's prin­
ciples, vision, and speech o f  
the H on 'b lc  VILA. A rdent 
Basaiawmoit. projecting him 
a s the mcssiah who will wipe 
out corruption and uplift the 
Khasi tribe. T ie song "Ha U 
Prah” o f  the party has cre­
a ted  a rem arkable impact. 
It has gone viral on social 
media, cftcctivcly instilling 
the party's nanc  in people's 
minds and especially in the 
minds o f  the youlh.

E v en  today , th e  V PP 
maintains a sirong presence 
o n  social media pla tform s 
such as YouTube. In contrast, 
regional parties such as the 
U n ited  D em ocratic  P arty  
(U D P ) a rc  consp icuous ly  
a b sen t from  th e se  d ig ita l 
spaces, hinder ng their ability 
to generate the same level o f  
cxcitcmcnt and engagement 
as the VPP.

Yours etc., 
Kenneth Nongsicj, 

Via email

For AAP it's time 
for celebrations 

and introspection
Editor.
Il is really a matter o f  cel­

ebration for the AAP to get 
the status o f  a national party- 
due to  phenomenal increase 
in its strength. Recognition 
as a national party entitles 
the AAP to several benefits, 
not the least o f  which is  a 
reserved symbol, additional 
a ir t im e  d u r in g  p o ll c a m ­
paigns. enlistment o f  a  higher 
number o f  star campaigners, 
and allocation o f  land from 
the government to build its 
headquarters There are two 
ach ievem ents o f  the Party 
which has not even a single 
m em ber in the Lok Sabha. 
T he other is that Kcjriwal 
has no portfolio with him and 
sometimes docs not put his 
signature on files and due to 
this, the gov ernment had to 
return the files.

As the only parly besides 
the BJP and Congress to rule 
over two states and as one 
that has gat Ik  red momentum 
in other states as well, the 
A AP is entitled that its for- 
tunmcs a re  on the ascendant. 
At this point o f  time and not­
w ithstanding the recognition 
by the Election Commission, 
the AAP has many hurdles. It 
is identified too strongly with 
one leader -  Arvind Kcjriwal 
and must have a more robust 
p rese n ce  in  s ta le s  w here  
it w ishes to  m ake a mark 
by en lis tin g  local leaders 
o f  substance . K cjriw al is 
already handicapped by the 
incarceration o f  tw o o f  his 
senior colleagues in Delhi. 
T here a rc  also suggestions 
that governance in Punjab is 
run on D elhi's instructions 
w hich is a far cry from the 
decentra lisa tion o f  pow ers 
that ought to be  the objective 
o f  a party that wishes to  be 
seen a s different.

In short, the recognition 
as a national party must be

a time for introspection, not 
just celebration. Such intro­
spection must cover the role 
A AP secs for itself. I f  it is to 
be a part o f  the national op ­
position to the ruling party, it 
must realise the risk o f  being 
tainted by the bedfellows it 
chooscs. I f  il secs itse lf  as 
an alternative to all existing 
n a tional p o lit ica l p a rtie s , 
it m ust rea lise  il needs far 
m ore trac tion  than il p res­
ently  has.

T h e  A A P had  a lre a d y  
lost the tag o f  an a lternative 
political party a s  in the reccnt 
bye-clcction for parliament 
constituencies the Party had 
chosen a candidate who one 
day before w as in the Congress 
party.

Kcjriwal also has the habit 
o f  making false claims in many 
matters. At present Kcjriwal 
has raised the issue o f  Modi’s 
educational qualifkat ion which 
large sections o f  the public 
had not taken in good taste. 
But as far a s the next assem ­
bly elections in Punjab and 
Delhi are concerned the AAP 
party will definitely win the 
elections as victory’s cushion 
margin is too much. In Punjab 
victoiy point is 59 scats where­
as the Party has 92 scats and die 
same is the position in Delhi. 
In the present shake up the 
worst loser is CPI which was 
the national party since 1951. 
The same thing has happened 
to NCP which lias its prcscncc 
only in Maharashtra.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they arc sen! by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

Octal I s will be publistwd.

Latest surge in COVID virus 
poses fresh challenges

Maximum focus should 
now be on mutant arcturus 

identified by WHO
By Sushil Kit tty

E ver since C ovid  h ap ­
pened to humans, the World 
Health Organization has d is­
appoin ted  a lot o f  people. 
F irs t it seem ed lo  let o ff  
China with a light rap on the 
wrist. Then, it floundered in 
the  num ber-crunching. So 
much so, i gave lo our own 
high-flying Prime Minister 
Narendra .Vlodi the blushes 
w hen it appeared lo  agree 
with blistering Modi-baitcrs 
tha t Ind ia’s ac tu a l C ovid 
death figures were probably 
40  o r  50 im cs m ore  lhan 
the figure doled out by the 
Modi government’s statisti­
cians. Now. after the feeling 
settled tha. Covid wouldn't 
strike agair. that theOmicron 
variant was ihc last o f  new 
coronavlnis, the w h o  says 
there is a  new coronavirus 
kid on the block, chrisicned 
"Arelurus" o r XBB. 1.16.

The thir.g to note for Indi­
ans is that Arcturus must be 
the variant behind the recent 
surge o f  Covid-19 cases in 
India with M umbai M aha­
rashtra leading the chargc. 
The W HO says this variant 
is the “one to watch", add­
ing. quite artly, i f  that may­
be said, "everyone is tired

across and round the globe; 
from Singapore and Austra­
lia to the United Kingdom 
and  G erm any , a nd  D en­
mark. From Japan to Israel, 
Canada. Malaysia and New 
Zealand. Also in  South Ko­
rea and the Netherlands. O f 
course. China, too. H alf the 
world, say those aware o f  its 
spread throughout the Ides 
o f  March.

I f  there’s been a  dearth 
o f  A rcturus info in India, 
blame it on the bird named 
the M inistry  o f  H ealth  & 
Family Welfare though it’s 
a matter o f  comfort that the 
developing coronavirus situ­
ation in India is a matter o f  
some conccm for foreigners 
w atching this Orange Star’s 
virus avatar. That the DJP, 
and the Sangh Parivar, which 
m lcs India, and  identifies 
with the orange reference to 
this variant o f  the corona­
virus. lends to  it many con­
notations. not all o f  them in 
the category o f  'honourable 
mentions'.

A cco rd ing  to  e xp erts , 
A rcturus may o r may nol 
cause a big surge and d e ­
pends entirely on how vigi­
lant the  au thorities a re  in

and has given up" on Covid! 
W hat the hcck. why should 
the w orld 's prem ier health 
organization speak in r id ­
dles. haveri’l we had enough 
o f  them  when speaking o f  
Covid, especially the Chinese 
variant riddles?

Suffice to say. the new 
co ro n a v iru s  has no t had  
enough o f  hum an beings. 
India should worry. Reports 
say India is ihe only coun­
try where reported eases o f  
C ovid-19 jre  surging when 
the vim s is taking a vacation 
in the rest of the world! What 
did India co o r India not do 
to deserve ihis development? 
That we haven't heard much 
from the Modi government 
can be excused. Prime Min­
is te r  N arendra  M odi and 
his Cabinet colleagues have 
been too busy in combating 
the onslatijhts from Rahul 
Gandhi and the rest o f  the 
Opposition lo  bother about 
Covid-19.

A lso the elections. First 
the northcist e lections and 
now K anutaka painting the 
e lec to ra l lo rizon  red . the 
BJP-lcd C entre cannot be 
bothered  with “ A rcturus", 
which by she way. when il 
is not a virus, is the fourth 
brightest siar in the sky. an 
orange giant, and the bright­
est in the constellation called 
'B ootes'.

T he bad news is. Maria 
Van K crkkovc, C O V ID -19 
technical lead for the WHO 
sa id , th is v a ria n t 's  sp ike  
protein car make the variant 
more infeelious, cause a more 
severe disease. Therefore, the 
“one to waich” . Okay, that is 
the w am inj, now hanging in 
the air. XKB.I.6’s precursor 
XBB. 1.5 was supposed to  be 
the "one to watch"; now  this 
one! L ei’s hope XBB. 1.6 
goes the way XBB. 1.5 went. 
It is on such slender wishes 
that liumar lives hang.

Arcturus has so  far made 
iis  deb u t in  g e o g ra p h ies

India. O f  course, the large 
population imm unity m at­
ters. India is among the first 
countries where XBB.1.16 
was “ first spotted". Many 
US citics have been home to 
Arcturus, i f  that is any com ­
fort lo  Indians. According to 
an Indian-origin professor 
in the New York institute o f  
Technology. Arkansas, Raj 
Rajnarayanan. XBB. 1.6 is 
picking up m ore mutations.

A pparently. A rcturus is 
steadily posting fresh eases 
throughout India. W hat’s 
w orrying is that XBB. 1.6 
has in  it the po ten tia l lo 
fuel hospitalizations and or 
deaths. But nothing to fear 
for the imm ediate. Except 
tliat people who have largely 
and willingly forgotten the 
Covid protocol should go
back to it and thank the Lord 
that i f  they are still around 
to catch the infection it w as 
bccausc o f  the protocol.

Like somebody has said 
"currently. XBB.1.16 is the 
big dog” and big dog takes 
a big bite. People remember 
that. And then don 't blame 
the governm ent i f  the big 
dog lakes a big liking for 
you. A ccording to Ihc A r­
kansas professor. “ In India. 
X BB.1.16 is  d isp lay ing  a 
64%  growih advantage."

The danger is o f  an over­
whelmed and tired populace 
giving up. Hie variants keep 
coming. I t’s like the Paki­
stani soldiers on the Kargil 
heights in 1999 complaining, 
"N o m atter how many we 
neutralize, they keep com ­
ing. they keep a ttack ing ..."  
M aybe the M odi govern­
ment believes India's vac- 
cincs will defeat Arcturus. 
That is oik  Orange Star to 
another Orange Star, a virus. 
The one difference, between 
this variant and the previous 
ones, is that XBB. 1.16 gives 
its victims an unusually and 
acu te  redeye, in m edical 
terms, conjunctivitis. (IPA 
Service)
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*O nly a  person who has passed  through  
the gate o f  hum ility can ascend to 

the heights o f  the spirit. ”
—  R u d o lf S te in er

The Shillong Times
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Climate Emergency Preparedness
TRIPURA, a slate in India’s North Easl, has 

had to shut down schools on account o f  the heat 

w ave that has hit several states in the country, 

in M aharashtia, II people died o f  heat stroke 
on Sunday while attending an aw ard function 

in an open field where Union Home Minister, 

A m it Shah was present. West Bengal has also 

shut down its schools much before the sum m er 

holidays starting every year in mid May. The 

w eather in Meghalaya too has been uncharacter­

istically hot in tlie daytime. The day temperature 

in Shillong city on M onday w as 29 degrees 

Celsius. The fluctuation between the day and 

night tem perature in M eghalaya has seen many 
people falling ill. C lim ate change is here and 

it is real and being experienced by all. T he dry 

spell with ju st a short spell o f  rains between the 

last week o f  March and the first week o f  April 

has created an unfavourable pattern for farm ­

ers who complain that there were no rains in 

D ecem ber and none at all in March except for 

a very brief spell.
C lim ate Change which is being experienced 

by all should draw  attention to a few issues. 

O ne o f  them  being m assive deforestation that 

has turned the forests into patches o f  barren 

ground with only the tree stumps left behind. 

M eghalaya has banned charcoal production but 

every day several pick-up vans drive from one 

locality to the other selling sacks o f  charcoal. 

So the ban by the Department o f  Environment 

and Forests actually remains only a paper tiger. 

The Nokrek biosphere in Garo Hills is being 

built to attract tourists without thinking o f  the 
larger consequences o f  such actions. Nokrek is 

an eco-sensitive zone that should be left alone 
but the craze for building tourism  facilities has 

overridden ecological concerns. Water sources 

that used to supply w ater to residenLs in Shillong 

city are depleting at a  rapid rate. Many localities 
arc now dependent on w ater tanks. M eghalaya 

has power cuts due to the depletion o f  the w ater 

level in the Umiam Lake and o ther sources like 

the Leshka project which was initially intended 

to augm ent power during these dry spells.

T he worst affected by the dry and hot spells 

are farm ers whose sum m er crops have dried up 

due to the harsh winds exacerbated by the ex­

treme day temperature which is predicted by the 

Meteorological Department to touch 30 degree 

Celsius on W ednesday in Shillong. This was 
unheard o f  in ihc past. People w ould com plain 

o f  feeling very hot when the m ercury touched 

24-26 degree Celsius. N ow  they will have to 
deal with the new weather phenomena.

O ne reason for climate change is anthropo­

genic activities. In the case o f  M eghalaya, un­
regulated deforestation, quarrying and m ining 

have taken a severe toll on the environm ent. 

U nfortunately the State is yet to wake up and 

take a call on ihis m atter o f  life and death. Me­

ghalaya is unprepared to deal with the Climate 

Emergency.

The silent scream
This w riting w as dormant 

in me for quiic som etim e. 
A  reccnt article  on suicidc, 
spurred me to w rite this.

Foots, sa id  I  y o u  do 
n o t k now  

S ilence  like  a  cancers 
grows.

H ear m y  words lliul 
I  m igh t teach y ou  

Take m y  arm s that /  m ight 
reach o u t to  y o u  

R u t m y  words like  silent 
ra in  drops fe l l  

A n d  echoed  in  th e  wells 
o f  silence.

( Paul Sim on 'sT he Sound 
o f Silcnce)

T here 's a kind o f  hush, 
all over quite a num ber o f  
our children, which is loud 
enough. But wc don ’t seem 
to hear. We arc not able  to 
sense it. Perhaps, some o f  us 
do feel its vibrations, but we 
dism iss it w ith indifference 
T here is  a serious dis-casc 
am ong ou r students. They 
are scream ing for help. We. 
a d u lts  a re  unaw are  o f  the 
deafening call. It reminds me 
o f  the picture The Scream, by 
the N orwegian artist Edvard 
M unch the  second  most 
fam ous im age in a rt h is ­
tory, after Leonardo's Mona 
Lisa.

W h a t is  th i s  s c re a m  
about?

T h e  e ffec ts  o f  the  tw o 
y ears o f  the pandem ic arc 
slo w ly  e m erg in g . I have  
personally witnessed a rap­
id decline in  the acadcm ic 
grades. A lot o f  ou r children 
a rc  d is trac ted  very easily. 
T hey  a re  fidgety , restless 
and get irritated quite e as­
ily. A num ber o f  children in 
the sen ior school a rc  seen 
yawning right from the first 
period and it is not because 
the lessons a re  not engaging 
enough. They have not had 
a d eq u a te  s le ep  the  n ig h t 
before. M ost o f  our children 
are addicted to their mobile 
phones. You Tubes, Internet, 
WhatsApp, Instagram. G am ­
ing and surfing.

In a reflection exercise  
given to the senior students 
o f  a  school, it w as found that 
a number o f  ou r students had 
various issues affecting their 
mental states. Som e o f  these

a) A nger m anagement / 
A ggressive behaviour

b) Stress
c) Addiction to internet
d)Addiction to pornography 
c) A ddiction to  smoking

and drinking 
1) Wasting o f  time
g) Poor tim e management
h) Procrastination
i) Lack o f  friends and 

loneliness
j)  Getting d istracted easily 
k) Peer pressure 
I) Palling into bad habits 
m) Lack o f  focus 
n) Lack o f  aim  in life

Mind you. all these issues 
arc affec ting  ou r ch ild ren  
who are wonderfully created. 
They are  truly g ifted , ta l­
ented and decent human be­
ings. But most a re  unable to 
handle pressures. They lack 
resilience. They succumb to 
pressures and tend to  give up 
easily. They need help. They 
need role models.

W hat can wc adults do in 
order to help these frail and 
vulnerab le  young  people?  
First o f  all, are we aware our 
children a re  going through 
serious crieos? Arc parents in 
touch with what is going on 
in their child ren 's lives? Are 
they being m onitored? Do 
we have time to sit with them 
and have an honest chat? Can 
we hear their silent scream s 
for help?

S c rc e n  a d d ic t io n  can  
have several negative psy­
chological effects on teens, 
including:

D ep res sio n  a n d  A nxi- 
etv: Teens w ho arc addicted

By Br Solomon Morris

sion and anxiety. Spending 
e xcessive  time on screens 
can interfere with sleep and 
soc ia l in terac tions, w hich 
can negatively impact mental 
health.

Social Iso la tion : Teens 
w ho arc addicted to screens 
m ay spend less time social­
izing with friends and family 
m embers, leading to social 
isolation and loneliness.

P o o r S e lf-E s teem : E x­
cessive screen time can lead 
to  comparisons with others 
on social mccia. which can 
lower self-esteem and lead to 
feelings o f  inadequacy.

L ack o f  E m pathy: Spend­
ing excessive time on screens 
can reducc op[>ortunitics for 
facc-to-faee interactions and 
empathy development, which 
can negatively impact teens’ 
ab ility  to form meaningful 
relationships.

A ttc n t io r .  P r o b le m s :  
Screen addiction can make 
it difficult for teens to focus 
and  pay attention to tasks 
outside o f  technology, lead­
ing  to  atten tion  p roblem s 
in school ami o the r areas 
o f  life.

Irr ita b ility  a nd  A ggres­
s ion : Teens who spend too 
m uch time o r screens may 
become irritable and exhibit 
aggressive behaviors due  to 
the lack o f  social and em o­
tional skills development.

A d d ic tio n : Screen ad ­
d ic tion  can b:com c a seri­
o us addiction, leading to  a 
compulsive need to  use tech­
nology, difficulty in control­
ling usage, a rd  withdrawal 
sym ptom s w kcn not using 
technology.

It is im p o la n t for pa r­
e n ts  to  m onito r and lim it 
the ir  teens’ scrccn tim e to 
minimize the negative psy­
chological cfYccts o f  screen 
addiction. Encouraging a l­
ternative activities, such as 
sports o r hobbies, can also 
help teens develop a healthier 
relationship with technology 
and im prove their psycho­
logical well-being.

'  W IIA T  A RE SO M E
O F  T H E  C O M M O N  

T R IG G E R S O FT K K N  
STR ESS?

(Source: K iilhkW *»»«hi 
Phi), LPC )

All teens are different and 
stress can be riggercd  by a 
num ber o f  factors. T he re ­
sults o f  the Stress in America 
Survey show that there are 
som e  com m on sources o f  
stress in the ie ;n  population. 
I w onder i f  some o f  these 
triggers apply to  our teens in 
Shillong as well.

C onsider tie se  potential 
sources o f  stress for teens:

1. Acadcmic Stress
From grades to test scores

to applying tocollcgc. teens 
e x perience  high levels  o f  
school-related stress. Many 
teens w orry about meeting 
academ ic  dem ands, p leas­
in g  teach crs  a nd  p a ren ts , 
and keeping  up with the ir 
classmates. Poor time m an­
a gem en t sk ills  o r  fee ling  
overw helmed by the amount 
o f  work can play into aca ­
demic s tress as well.

2. Social Stress
Teens placc a high value 

on their social lives. They 
spend the majority o f  their
w aking  hour.* am ong their
peers, and finding and keep­
ing their tribes can include 
s tr e s s  a t tim es. B u lly in g  
and  subtle instances o f  re­
lational aggression are clear 
sources o f  stress on teens, but 
learning to manage healthy 
conflict and work through 
rom antic  rela tionships are 
no easy tasks for the devel­
oping teen. Peer pressure is 
a n  additional stress during 
the teen years. In an effort 
to  e stab lish  and m a in ta in  
friendships, teens can engage

in behaviour outside o f  their 
c om fo rt zones to  appease  
their peers.

3. Family Discord
Stress tricklcs dow n, and

any th ing  tha t im pacts the 
fam ily can affect the teen. 
U n re a l is tic  e x p ec ta tio n s , 
m arital p roblem s, stra ined  
sibling relationships (includ­
ing sibling bullying), illness 
in the family, and  financial 
s tr e s s  o n  th e  fam ily  can  
all tr igge r a spike in teen 
stress.

4. World Events
School sh o o tin g s , ac ts

o f  te rro r ism , a nd  na tu ra l 
disasters w orry parents, but 
they a lso  trigger stress for 
teens. Teens are often privy 
to  the 24-hour new s cycle, 
and hearing b its and pieces 
o f  scary news, both domestic 
and abroad, can leave teens 
w ondering about their safety 
and the safety o f  their loved 
ones.

5. Traumatic Events
Death o fa  family member

o r friend, accidents, sickness, 
o r  e n du ring  e m o tiona l o r 
physical abuse can have a 
lasting im pact on  teen stress 
levels.

6. Significant Life Chang­
es

Like adults, teens experi­
ence  s tre ss due to  s ign ifi­
can t life changes. M oving, 
starting  a new school, and 
changes in the m akeup o f  
the family (including divorce 
and blended  fam ilies) can 
trigger stress for teens. Not 
know ing how  to cope with 
big changes is overwhelming 
and can be confusing for the 
developing teen

E xcessive  s c re en  lim e  
can have several negative ef­
fects on students, including:

P hysica l H ea lth  P ro b ­
lem s: Spending to o  m uch 
tim e in front o f  screens can 
cause physical health prob­
lems such as headaches, neck 
and back pain, eyestrain, and 
obesity.

Poo r Sleep: Exposure to 
screens before bedtime can 
disrupt the sleep cycle and 
lead to  insomnia, which can
negatively im pact Ktudentti' 
mental and physical health.

D ecreased Physical Ac­
tiv ity : Spending cxccssivc 
tim e on  screens can lead to 
d e crea sed  physica l a c tiv ­
ity  and sedentary behavior, 
which can have a negative 
im pact on students’ health  
and well-being.

R ed uced  Socia l Skills: 
S tu d e n ts  w ho sp e n d  too  
much tim e on screens may 
have few er o p p o r tu n itie s  
to practice social skills and 
interact w ith others in real 
life, which can hinder their 
ab ility  to  form meaningful 
rela tionsh ip s and  develop  
social compctcncc.

L o w er A cadem ic  P e r­
form ance: Excessive scrccn 
tim e  can  d is trac t studen ts 
from  their schoolw ork and 
rcducc their ability to  con­
cen tra te . lead ing  to low er 
acadcmic performance.

M en ta l H ea lth  Issues: 
Too much screen tim e can 
have a negative impact on 
students' mental health and 
well-being. It can lead to in­
creased anxiety, depression, 
and social isolation.

A d d ic t io n :  E x cc ss iv c  
scrccn time can lead to  addic­
tion and dependency on tech­
nology. making it difficult for 
studen ts to d isconnect and 
engage in other activities.

It is important for parents 
and educators to monitor and 
lim it students' screen tim e to 
minimize the negative effects 
on their physical, m ental.and 
acadcmic health.

IIONV DO W E  H E L P 
O U R  C H IL D R E N  W HO

A R E  A D D IC T E D  T O  
SC R E E N  T IM E ?

Se t L im i ts :  E s ta b lish  
clear lim its on the amount o f  
time children spend on social 
media and social networking 
sites. Parents can set specific 
tim es for social media use or 
establish "no-phone zones" 
in the house, such as during 
meals o r  family time.

Set G oals and  P riorities: 
H elp teens set goals and pri­
orities for their scrccn time. 
Encouragc them to p rio ri­
tize their tim e and focus on 
activities that arc important 
to  them.

M on ito r Usage: Parents 
should  m on ito r ch ild ren 's  
social media usage and be 
aw are  o f  the  con tcn t they 
a re  accessing. It's essential 
to  h ave  o p e n  a nd  honest 
conversations with children 
about the risks and negative 
e ffec ts o f  excessive  social 
media use.

E ncou rag e  A lte rn a tiv e  
A ctivities: Fncouragc ch il­
dren to engage in alternative 
activities that do not involve 
s c re en s, su c h  a s  read ing , 
sports, o r hobbies.

Encourage  C reative  Ac­
tivities: Fncourage teens to 
engage in creative activities 
such as art, music, o r w rit­
ing. C reative activities can 
provide a healthy outlet for 
s e lf -e x p re s s io n  a n d  help  
teens develop new skills and 
interests.

Be a Role M odel: Parents 
should model healthy behav­
iour by  lim iting the ir  ow n 
scrccn time and engaging in 
alternative activities.

Seek Professional Help: 
I f  a c h ild 's  so c ia l m edia  
addiction is severe, it may 
be necessary to  seek profes­
sional help. A therapist or 
counsellor can help children 
d evelop  cop ing  sk ills  and 
strategies for managing their 
social media use.

It's essential to approach 
social media addiction with 
em p ath y , u n d e rs ta n d in g , 
and su p p o r t. Children who 
are (u/dicted to  socia l media  
m ay he  struggling with un ­
derlying emotional or mental 
health  issues lha t n e ed  lo  
be addressed. By providing  
a  sa fe  and  supportive envi­
ronm ent. paren ts can  help  
c h ild ren  overca m e  so c ia l  
m edia addiction and  develop  
healthy habits around tech­
nology use.

I earnestly appeal to  the 
p a ren ts  and  e ld e rs  o f  the 
fam ily to  k indly be aw are 
o f  how  your young children 
a rc  e n g ag in g  th e m se lv es  
during  the ir free tim e. Let 
them  in fo rm  you  o f  the ir  
whereabouts when they arc 
out. W hen they do go out 
to  celebrate their birthdays, 
please challenge them to be 
responsible and accountable. 
Be firm with them especially 
in their use o f  mobile phones 
and computers. You saying 
‘No* to  them  is not a sign 
o f  being  au tho ritarian  but 
rather be ing  au thoritative. 
Talk to your children and be  
there for them. Make efforts 
to  have regular family meals 
and  get together. O rganize 
family ou tings and  gather­
ings. Lastly, please look for 
help i f  you feci your child is 
m anifesting odd o r  strange 
behaviours.

Parents, Tcachcis. C oun­
se llo rs  and  P rincipals, all 
need  to  w ork to g e th e r  to 
address the silent spread o f  
in te rnet ad d ic tio n  and  its 
devastating effects to  which 
o u r  c h ild re n  have  fa llen  
prey. T heir silent scream s 
for help need not go unat­
tended. We need to reach out 
to these fragile individuals 
w ho arc  c lutching at weak 
straw s to  s top  them selves 
sinking into a quagm ire o f  
self-destruction.

The silence depressed me. 
I t w a sn ’t I he silence  o f  s i ­
lence. h  was m y  own silence  
(Sylvia  Plaih)

Remembering 
the ‘Grammar of 
Anarchy’ Speech

B yA jit Ranade
Last week we celebrated 

the birth anniversary o f  Dr. 
A m bedk.r. an occasion to 
d iscover and  red iscover a 
giant o f  modern India. His 
incredible life itself w as his 
message. With the passage 
o f  time h s  w ords ring true. 
O ne o f  his most prophctic 
speeches was the  last one he 
delivered to the Constituent 
A ssem bly, w hen  the final 
d ra f t o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  
w as adopted. He delivered 
that speech on 25 November 
1949 exattly tw o months be­
fore India becam e a Repub­
lic. T his is a spccch which 
must be r o d  by every school 
child . It s  a lso  commonly 
known as the "Gram m ar o f  
A narchy ''speech . I f  India 
go t freedom on 15 August 
1947, then it can be  said that 
w c got “ •csponsibility”  on 
January 26, 1950. Freedom 
and  responsibility are  two 
sides o f  the sam e coin o f  
nationhood.

As Dr. A mbcdkar says in 
the concluding part o f  the 
spccch . “let us not forget 
that this indcpcndcncc has 
thrown ori us great respon­
sibilities. By independence, 
w c have lost the cxcusc o f  
blam ing the British for any­
thing goirg wrong. If hereaf­
te r ' things go wrong, w e will 
have nob idy  to blame. Ex­
cept ourselves.” In the same 
speech he envisaged three 
po ten t da ngers to  In d ia 's  
n a sc e n t de m o crac y . T he 
first is the tendency to hero 
w orship or build personality 
cults in politics. He said, “ in 
India. Bhakti or w hat may be 
called the path o f  devotion or 
hero-wor>hip. plays a part 
in its po litics  unequalled  
in magnitude by the part it 
p lays in the politics o f  any 
o ther couitry  in the world. 
Bhakti in  religion may be a 
road to the salvation o f  the 
soul. But in politics. Bhakti 
o r hero- worship is  a sure
road to degradation and to 
eventual dictatorship."

T h e  s :c o n d  d a n g er  he 
w arned about, w as the in­
c om patib ility  o f  po litica l 
equality  with rising social 
and economic inequality. He 
advocated a  social dem oc­
racy. which “means a  w ay o f  
life which recognizes liberty, 
e quality  and fra te rn ity  as 
the (basic) principles” . Tlie 
danger he w arned w as that 
i f  som ething w asn 't done 
to  address rising inequality, 
then those very people who 
w ere deprived and oppressed 
w ou ld  blow  up the m ag­
nificent edifice (o f  dem oc­
racy) which the  founders 
had so painstakingly built. 
H is w arring  cam e alm ost 
twenty years before the first 
instance o f Naxal violcncc. 
It has  taken a n o th e r  tw o 
d e c a d e s  for the S ta te  to 
recognise it as not merely a 
law-and-oreler problem , but 
one  o f  lack o f  equitable so­
c io-econom ic developm ent 
a s  well. The third danger 
that Dr. Ambcdkar spoke o f  
w as the reed to protect the 
sanctity  o f  constitu tional 
methods. We must abandon 
the metheds o f  civil disobe­
dience, non-cooperation and 
satyagraho. This is nothing 
but the rejection o f  law and 
order. He might a s well have 
added  ex tra-constitutional 
methods ike mob lynching 
and vigilante justice. These 
methods are nothing but the 
"Grammar o f  A narchy". If  
people adopt these methods, 
then it would be a  failure o f  
no t ju s t the C onstitu tion , 
but the State as w ell. The

working o f  tlie Constitution 
needs the  w ork ing  o f  the 
organs o f  the State, i.e. the 
ju d ic ia ry , the  le g is la tu re  
and the executive. But how 
those organs will work will 
in turn depend on the people 
and political parties.

Four years ago, on D e­
cember 6 .2 0 19. the death an­
niversary o f  Dr. Ambcdkar. 
there w as the extra judicial 
killing o f  four men accused 
in a horrific gang rape and 
murder o f  a  26-year-old vet­
erinarian in Hyderabad. The 
encoun te r k illings earned 
the chccrs o f  many people 
across the nation, including 
union m inisters, leaders o f  
the opposition, celebrities, 
and even sports stars. The 
police w ere showered with 
petals o f  gratitude for having 
done "justice”  to  the victim. 
They became instant heroes 
in the eyes o f  a grateful na­
tion. Apparently, the police 
fired in se lf-defense. T he 
public jubilation and thirst 
fo r in stan t ju s t ic e  p o in ts  
to a com plete loss o f  faith 
in the process o f  law and 
judiciary. Three years later, 
a  Com mission appointed by 
tlie Supreme C ourt headed 
by Ju stice  V.S. S irpu rka r 
found that the encounter was 
a fake one. The Commission 
held that the police claim  o f  
firing  in self-defense  w as 
"b iza rre "  a nd  “ u n b e lie v ­
able." The Commission also 
found that two o f  those killed 
were juveniles at the tim e o f  
their arrest and death, a fact 
that had been concealed by 
the po lice. T h is  is  surely 
not the first, o r the last o f  
the fake encounters in our 
country. Arc people, includ­
ing the police, losing faith 
in constitu tional m ethods 
so earnestly cham pioncd by 
Dr. Ambcdkar? W hat would 
he have said, had he been 
alive today?

T h is  p a s t w ee k  to o . 
around A m bcdkar Jayanti, 
there were tw o k illings in 
U ttar Pradesh, and here too 
the po lice  sa id  they fired 
in se lf-defense. Two days 
la te r  the g a n g s te r-tu rn ed  
politician Atiq Ahmad and 
h is  b ro th e r  A sh ra f  w h ile  
in  c u sto d y , a nd  stepp ing  
handcuffcd. out o f  a police 
vehicle, w ere killed by  three 
assailants, thirsty for instant 
ju stice . The k ille rs  w ere 
am ong  the  rep o rte rs  and 
people gathering around the 
vehicle . S ince  the  killing  
w as on live television in the 
presence o f  reporters it is a 
new benchmark in impunity 
and disdain for due process. 
A sking  for constitu tional 
m ethods w ould be chided 
as naive, i f  not anti-national. 
A fte r  a ll  a g a n g s te r  w as 
killed, w hat i f  handcuffed 
anyw ay. "M u rd e r o f  law 
and order" said the editorial 
o f  a national daily. "A rt o f  
elim ination...? "  questioned 
another, A tiq A hm ad had 
recently petitioned the Su ­
prem e  C o u rt fea rin g  for 
his life  in police custody. 
There w ere more than a hun­
dred crim inal cases pending 
a g a in s t A h m a d , ran g in g  
fro m  k id n a p p in g , e x to r ­
tion. attempt to m urder and 
murder. He w as also elected 
to Parliament once and the 
State assem bly five times. 
H av in g  b e en  an  c lcc tcd  
people's representative did 
not save him from vigilante 
justice.

(Dr. A jit Ranade is a  not­
e d  econom ist)  (Syndicate: 
The B illion Press)  (email: 
edilorffijhehiUionprvss.org)

Old Resolution 
needs revision

Editor,
It is h igh  tim e, th a t a 

R e s o lu t io n  is su e d  v id e  
N o.PER.222/71/138 D ated 
Shillong , the  January 12, 
1972 is revisited a s  it was 
(a) hurriedly issued without 
proper procedure and method 
o f  identifying o f  backw ard 
classes, (b) it was issued 9 
(nine) days before the State 
o f  M eghalaya was officially 
form ed on the m  dnight o f  
January 20-21, 1972, less

than 2 (two) months before 
the first election which was 
held on M arch 9. 1972, It 
w ould be  prudent for the 
State  G overnm ent to  have 
a T ribal Sub P lan  (T SP) 
stra tegy  to  d raft a  tenable 
and adequate Resolution and 
a  balanced one, to replace 
an old Resolution issued 50 
(fifty) years ago. keeping in 
mind our present experience 
and considering what would 
be good and acceptcd by all 
and may be placed before the 
House for debate sincc m ul­
tiple articles, clauses, sub­
clauses in the  Constitution 
o f  India must be  followed.

combined with related A cts 
a nd  H o n o u ra b le  C o u r ts ’ 
judgements.

The general public w ants 
to w atch how  o u r  e lec ted  
representatives debate th is 
contentious Roster System  
in the L egislative A ssem ­
bly, w h en  fo r w ee k s w c 
patiently  w atchcd and  lis ­
tened to  spccchcs from  all 
c a n d id a te s  from  e lec tio n  
p la tfo rm s  and  d e co ra te d  
pandals. It is cxpcctcd to be 
the most interesting debate 
o fa ll tim e. Article 16(4) rec­
ognizes only one class viz.. 
"backward class ofcitizens"
i.e.. SC  ST. It docs not speak

separa te ly  for any  "c o m ­
munity" but "any backw ard 
class o f  citizcns," w herever 
they m ay be found among 
the populace. It is not fair 
for a particular community 
w ho have remained where 
they  w ere  for m ore  than 
ha lfa  century despite enjoy­
ing 40%  reservation to  still 
claim  that the percen tage  
shou ld  rem ain un touched  
and  b e  made availab le  to  
them forever. It appears that 
they  desire  to c arry  the ir 
ba ckw ardness w ith  them  
till eternity. Lack o f  good 
educational institutions, late 
functioning o  '  Fnginccring1

M edical C o lleg e s a re  the 
failures o f  the government 
which is not willing to uplift 
the  "m ore backw ard class" 
to  " b ac k w a rd  c la s s "  and 
to  “ le ss  backw ard  c lass ."  
T h e re fo re , A rt ic le  46  o f  
the C onstitu tion  has been 
violated continuously. C iti­
zens cannot be treated to be 
socially  and  educationally  
backw ard to  perpetuity. The 
sta te  must g ive  preference 
to the w eakest o f  the lot in 
a pragm atic m anner based 
on statistical data. Ihc  State 
should take note o f  the fact 
tha t c erta in  c om m un ities  
were suffering from extreme

social, educational, and eco­
nomic backw ardness arising 
out o f  primitive agricultural 
practices, lack o f  infrastruc­
ture facilities and geographi­
cal isolation, and w ho need 
special considera tions for 
safeguarding their interests 
a nd  for th e ir  a c c e le ra te d  
soc io -econom ic  d e v e lo p ­
ment. special provisions to 
Persons with D isabilities as 
provided in the Constitution 
and  related Acts. To lum p 
segm ents o f  com m unities 
w ith 65%  (approx.) o f  ST 
population against few com ­
munities and distribute equal 
share o f  percentage, would

be  to  deny huge be n efits  
o f  special provisions to  the 
former. T ie  rem aining 35% 
(ap p ro x .)  p ra c tic a lly  r e ­
ceived more than 50% . (if  
three o r  more groups would 
be  sub-categorised, 40%  is 
huge). A w orrisom e factor 
is that sub-classification can 
be  misused to appease one 
vote-bank o r the other.

In the  E.V. C 'h innaiah  
vs State o f Andhra Pradesh 
and O rs, 2004, a five-judge 
bench o f  the Supreme Court 
o f  India categorically held 
that any  preferential treat­
ment to  specific com m uni­
ties within the Scheduled

Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
w as u n c o n s titu t io n a l . In 
2020  a fiv e-ju d g e  bench  
decided  to  re fe r the E.V. 
C 'h innaiah  ju d g m e n t to  a 
larger bench. So. where do 
w e stand now ? Leave it to 
the experts to debate.

Yours etc., 
D.Pakyntcin 

Via email

Articles an d  le tters ap ­
p earin g  on th is  p a g e  are  
th e  v iew s o f  the w rite rs  
a u th o r s  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times
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Queer couples
SOCIETIES changc. but slowly unless in situations 
of revolutions. Customs in societies arc shaped and 
nurtured over long periods and through generations. 
Hcncc, they have their inbuilt strengths. At the base 
of these are canccrns for social security and well­
being o f individuals. Societies and customs changc 
and evolve over time, these having been impacted 
upon by winds o f changc from across regions and 
continents and even by mechanisms within. The 
growing push relating to laws on sex and marriage 
should also be seen in this context.

The Supreme Court is hearing a case filed by a 
Delhi-based woman couple, who worked together, 
arc living together ami sharing a bed for several 
years. Things are fine with them other than in the 
dealings with the establishment, as in the opening 
o f a joint banking account or in matters o f legal 
inheritance. A five-judge panel is hearing the case 
while the BJP-led NDA government has predictably 
expressed its strong opposition to samc-sex mar­
riage. It asserted in an affidavit, "A valid marriage 
is only between a biological male and a biological 
female" and expressed the fear that a legal sanc­
tity being accorded to samc-sex marriages would 
compromise with religious and social mores. The 
government's argument is also that such matters 
should, if need be. be discussed and decided by 
parliament, not courts. That the Supreme Court has 
expressed its willingness to consider the case is by 
itself a sign of the times. Recent years have shown 
that the apex court, as an entity, has shown more zest 
for life than the old-world, starched-white bundles 
straddling the representative and law-making houses 
like Parliament. In 2018. the Supreme Court struck 
down a law criminalizing homosexuality. In a 2014 
order, it recognised transgender as a third gender 
and accorded them dignity. As a result, transgender 
persons have begun getting jobs and basic facilities 
in public places. India, for them, is no more a gas 
chamber.

When the world changes, the society cannot re­
main aloof or remain insulated from newly emerging 
influences. Lawmakers should show the courage 
to squarely fc.ee situations. Rather, the leadership 
profde here is such that the attempt is more often 
to resist change and remain rooted in the old mores 
of life. Pride Marches arc taking placc in metro­
politan cities, braving the concerns of stigma and 
open harassment. LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender) rights are increasingly being dis­
cussed. Somequecr couples arc bravely coming out 
of closets. Chief Justice DY Chandrachud has stated 
that, in the present case, the issue is of "seminal 
importance.” \  society that refuses to changc and 
reinvent itself will be defeated by time.

Why is “Spatial” Special
As you begin to read, try 

enunciating the words "spa­
tial" and "special," you may 
find them homophonic. But 
even though they supposedly 
sound the sam e, they have 
different meanings. At this 
juncture we would be more 
interested in the word "Spa­
tial." In laym an's terms, it 
literally relates to  Space and 
in the mind o f  common indi­
viduals the visual o f  a rocket. 
Moon, perhaps Mars would 
pop-up o r likely names o f  
N A SA . ISRO  w ould sup­
posedly be uttered. In this 
context, this simple under­
stand ing  is  pe rfec tly  fine 
for the general public w hich 
can be augmented with more 
simple, effective and quality 
e laborations that Spatial o r 
Space domain is more than 
just rockets etc. It would be 
difficult to elucidate here on 
the benefits o f  the Spatial or 
Space domain to humankind 
but let us briefly look at the 
major sectors.

B roadcasting and Tele­
communication. (Sat-Com), 
E a r th  O b s e rv a tio n  (R e ­
mote Sensing). N avigation 
( G P S . N aV IC . G lo n a ss  
Beidou), M eteorology. D i­
saster M anagem ent. N atu­
ral Resource M anagement 
(F o res t.W a te r .S o il. Land 
U se) , E nvironm ent (C li­
m ate Changc. C arbon Se­
q u e s tra tio n . O /o n e  la y e r 
studies. Pollution. W ildlife). 
H om eland Security  (Gco- 
Intclligcncc). H ealth (D is­
ease surveillance) U tilities ( 
Power, Roads. Water Supply. 
Sanitation) U rban and R u­
ral Planning ( M onitoring. 
E valuation , P ro ject M an­
agement and Land Records) 
a rc  a ll outcom es o f  using 
S p a c cS p a lia l dom ain. As 
we say that sky has no limit 
so also the benefits that can 
be availed from the Spatial 
Space domain is lim itless. 
It all lies on our collective 
approach for the cause  o f  
n a tion-build ing  and these 
benefits justify why "Spatial 
is Special."

in  this context India has 
alw ays been upfront and pro­
active for peaceful utilization 
o f  SpaccSpatial technology. 
The credit goes to the found­
ing Scientific leadership o f
(L ) Dr V ikram  S arabha i. 
(L) Satish Dhawan, (L) P rof 
UR Rao. (L) D r APJ Abdul 
Kalam and many more. The 
jo u rn ey  fo r  the founding 
Indian Scientific leadership 
wasn't a cakewalk but they 
leapfrogged from developing 
sounding rockets to payloads,

By Muitphalli’ Syiem

developing spacc launch ve­
hicles to the recent trend in 
development and successful 
testing o f  reusable launch 
vehicles (RLY).

This year the Spatial Spe­
cial connection is w ith India 
as it assumes ihc G20 Presi­
dency and forthc first time it 
is convening meetings across 
the country, with a theme 
“O ne Earth, Q ic  Family, One 
Future "which manifests ‘ Va- 
sudhaiva K utumbakam' o r 
the world is one family. It is 
indeed a mom.-nt o f  pride for 
all o f  us. Much furihcrGroup 
o f  20 (G20) b  an intergov­
ernmental fomm consisting 
o f2 0  member countries with 
parallel working tracks, the 
Finance Track and  Shcrpa 
Track. slccrcJ by the G 20 
Presidency. T his e lu c id a ­
tion would Ik e  to  confinc 
to the Shcrpa Track wherein 
Spacc /Spatial component is 
exclusively mentioned in tlie 
four Initiatives spearheaded 
by India's G20 presidency. 
Further, it is a sense o f  pride 
as the precursor meeting o f  
the spacc component where 
delegates and heads o f  G20 
(Members) Spacc Agencies 
o f  the world *re meeting in 
Shillong Me^ialaya. That's 
spccial indeed

A s we dive deeper, we 
might w ant lo understand 
about the component that’s 
Spatial. To connect the dots, 
the  com ponen t is  c a llc d  
S pacc  E conom y L eaders  
Meeting (SELM). which is 
part o f  the initiative o f  the 
c oun try  hold ing  the G 20 
Presidency. Going back to 
the SF.LM legacies, the first 
SELM  w as ic ld  in 2020 
initiated by the Saudi Spacc 
C om m ission , the  second  
SELM  w as organ ized  by 
the (Italian Spacc A gency) 
in  2021 , the th ird  SELM  
was organizcJ by National 
R esearch  and Innovation  
Agency (BRIS'). Indonesia. 
This year, the SELM event 
is organized by ISRO where 
the main event w ill be held 
at Bcngaluri. on Ju ly  6 th  
-7th. 2023.

L ook ing  at the  them e
o f  the 4 th  ed ition  SELM
T owards a N ;w  Spacc Era 
"E conom y, Responsibility. 
Alliancc" it is quite promis­
ing and  motivating. In the 
c on tex t o f  the g lobalized  
w orld and deciphering the 
theme, what we can sec is 
that Space’Spatial Technol­
ogy is a happening domain

which is continuously evolv­
ing and as per Morgan Stan­
ley the global spacc industry 
could generate revenue o f  
more than I trillion by 2040. 
E arlier the race for space  
w as ju s t be tw een  the  two 
superpow ers but currently 
there are 90 nations that arc 
engaged  in  Space/S patia l 
Economy. Basically "Spacc 
Economy,” as OECD defines 
it is. "Any activity that in­
volves "exploring, research­
ing. understanding, manag­
ing. and u tiliz ing  space". 
Coming back to why Spatial 
is Spccial. the point is that 
the Spacc Spalial economy is 
also fuelling and supposing 
the grow th o f  other sectors 
such  a s  D efence, Energy, 
Telecommunications. M ari­
time and many more.

As per World Economic 
Forum report (2021) India 
has increased spending in the 
space domain by 36 % . the 
US has pumped in extra 18%. 
China invested 23% and the 
other nations have also in­
creased their spendings, isn't 
the space economy booming? 
As we begin to  understand 
that Space Spatial domain is 
moving by leap and bounds 
there is another factor which 
also binds the spacc faring 
nations w hich is the  core 
concept o f  nation building, 
benefits to humankind and 
life on Earth and here comes 
the point o f  "Responsibility" 
and the theme itself is befit­
ting as we all need and must 
have the  a ttr ibu tes  o f  a c ­
countability and responsibil­
ity for the good cause o f  the 
society and in particular the 
responsibility o f  sustaining 
Planet Earth and the life on 
it and as such the innovations 
on Spacc'Spatial domain arc 
all for peaceful good causc 
o f  hum ankind and life on 
F.anh and in this connection 
the United Nations Office for 
O uter Spacc A flairs (UNOO- 
SA) professes for coopera­
tion. management o f  spacc 
infrastructures and peaceful 
use o f  spacc science.

The management o f  the 
spacc infrastructures is also
one o f  the hot topic* di»-
cusscd by global spacc agcn- 
eics. As pe r the report by 
W orld E conom ic  F orum , 
there arc already 4000+ sat­
ellites orbiting the Earth and 
probably many more would 
be added with the advent o f  
the 4th Industrial revolution 
in frastruc tu re  and  in  this

regard the World Economic 
Forum body have come up 
with SSR or Spacc Sustain­
ability Rating to ensure that 
sp a cc  in frastruc tu res  and 
activities are designed sus­
tainably. Moving further with 
"Alliance'', this is something 
which is special and  par­
ticularly  w ith the  Spatial/ 
Spacc domain the scicntific 
com m unities globally have 
a lw ays worked together in 
sharing knowledge and col­
laborating in many projects 
for the cause o f  humanity and 
planet Earth and with this 
4th SI-.LM event the existing 
alliance w ill becom e even 
stronger and in this regard In­
dia have always collaborated 
globally with global spacc 
ag en c ies  in m any space  
ventures, to citc one o f  the 
example is N1SAR (NASA- 
ISRO SAR M ission) which 
is a jo in t venture between 
ISRO and NASA for Earth 
O bservatory Mission using 
Synthetic Aperture Radar.

A s wc have briefly seen 
the potential o f  Spacc'S pa­
tia l dom ain  and  w ith  the 
precursor meeting ot the 4th 
Edition SELM held here in 
Shillong, this event should 
be an eye opener for us and 
especially for the state lead­
erships to introspect and to 
take cognisance o f  the fact 
that Spatial is  Special and 
to realize the potential that 
such technology can be a 
boon for the state. The fact 
that Space Spatial domain is 
a  booming sector one must 
realize that it is high time 
for ou r sta te  leadership to 
start taking steps to cducatc. 
to be in-tunc w ith, lo  formu­
late. implement policies to 
create a com m on platform 
w here  m any local young  
concerned  trained  m inds 
can contribute collectively 
in solving issues, problems, 
innovate for the good causc 
o f  the  state, and  th is step 
has bccomc much easier as 
the Indian Government has 
already liberalized the spacc  
spatia l a rena  and  opened  
up opportunities for young 
minds to  venture into spatial 
entreprcneurships. take spa­
tial education into grassroots 
level, developing minds for
this booming sector and ere
ate employment opportuni­
ties for the upcoming youths 
o f  our state. Therefore, with 
the right political drive wc 
can make Spatial even more 
Special.

(The writer is a  Geospa- 
lia t E xp e rt (a}maitphang- 
sytem@ gmalt.com)

No Creamy 
Layer in 

Reservation 
Policy

Editor,
I am  not in fav o u r o f  

having a creamy layer in our 
Reservation Policy. This, to 
me. is depriving the intel­
ligent students just because 
the ir parents h iv e  w orked 
hard to  m ake a good  liv ­
ing , o r  ju s t bceause the ir 
forefathers have judiciously 
invested their capital.

Depriving a m em ber o f  
ou r ow n com m unity o f  a 
share in the reservation pol­
icy be cause o f  the economic
status o f  his/her household, 
is to  divide our community 
along economic lines. Our 
community has never had a 
class system even w ith the 
advent o f  the super wealthy 
elite. Wc should lot advocate 
such division. A good mind 
is  a good  m ind, w hether 
he com es from a poor or 
w ealthy household. W hat 
wc need are more qualified 
and intelligent people, from 
among ou r community. Ifw c 
implement the creamy layer 
system  w c  will lose genu­
inely smart people, and the 
standards will be lowered.

W hat we need is simply 
an equal opporUnily for all. 
hcncc 1 am in favour o f  80% 
rese rva tion  for a ll na tive  
tribes o f  Khasi, Jaintia and 
G aro  H ills , w hether they 
b e lo n g  to  a n y  e conom ic  
category.

M oreover, «vc a lready  
have social welfare schemes 
for the economically weaker 
sections, whether it be ra­
tion cards, medical social 
schcm cs. o r  reservations. 
These are examples o f  posi­
tive  policies. Ihc govern­
ment should form ulate an

e d u ca tio n  p o lic y  ge a red  
tow ards the  econom ically  
w eaker section and what is 
most important is to come up 
with a defined and measur­
able formula on how to im­
prove readability and com ­
prehension o f  the English 
language, in schools, so that 
our youth have access to key 
concepts o f  all subjects.

But a negative policy like 
demarcating a  cream y layer 
division within our commu­
nity. that will be deprived 
o f  equal o p po rtun ities  to 
recruitment is not beneficial 
to our youth.

Yours etc..
John Saitkhuid.

Via email

A lawless state
Editor.
T h e  g unn ing  dow n o f  

Atiq A hmad and his brother 
A shraf is not a new  pattern 
o f  killing as the country had 
seen such types o f  killing 
which had shaken the soul 
o f  the  country. Im m edi­
ately after the I ndcpcndcnec. 
Godsc killed Mahatma G an­
dhi which was an irreplace­
able loss to  the country. It is 
unfortunate that a few people 
praise  G odse  and  one  o f  
them is M em ber o f  Parlia­
ment from Bhopal -  Pragya 
Thakur. Finally Modi had to 
intervene in the matter.

T he second  case  is o f  
Indira Gandhi whose body­
guard Satwant Singh killed 
her. Indira G andhi w as a 
de ep - ro o ted  n a tio n a l is t 
leader and in her last spccch 
in Orissa she had stated that 
every drop o f  blood in her 
body w ill b e  shed for the 
nation. W hen Ind ira  G an­
dhi was told to remove the 
Sikh security personnel, she 
totally refused to act upon 
the advice. Ultimately. Sat­
want Singh, a  Sikh, kilted
her. The third case is that o f

Rajiv G andhi who brought 
the c o m p u te r  rev o lu tio n  
in the country w hen some 
trade unions were delaying 
the implementation o f  com ­
puterization in the banking 
sector. After some monetary 
benefits to the trade unions 
they acccptcd the o ffer o f  
the government. It was the 
L ITE  extremists that killed 
Rajiv Gandhi.

The fourth ease is that o f  
Beam Singh. ChiefM inister 
o f  Punjab. Due to his efforts, 
peace relum ed in ihc Punjab 
but the Sikh extremists killed 
Bcant Singh.

The case o f  Atiq Ahmad 
w as entirely  differen t. He 
was a convict implicated in 
over a hundred cases and 
was ja iled  in Ahmcdabad. 
H ow ever, he had  filed an 
application in the Supreme 
Court that there are chances 
that he might be killed by the 
police personnel while shift­
ing him from the Ahmcdabad 
jail. But his request was re­
jected by the Supreme Court. 
Hence a fte r  his death the 
apex court should institute 
an enquiry under its supervi­
sion since Atiq had filed the 
application under the Right 
to Life.

T h e  S u p re m e  C o u r t 
should also take cognisance 
o f  the  sta tem en t o f  Yogi 
Adityanath which arc totally 
against the fundamental law s 
o f  the Right to Life otherwise 
there  will be  chaos in the 
country and there will be no 
rule o f  law

During the Corona period 
twenty eminent personalities 
o f  the country filed a PIL in 
the Supreme Court under the 
section on the Right to Life 
but the same was rejected by 
tlic Supreme Court for which 
it w as severely  criticised. 
Now this is the same con­
dition where the Suprem e 
Court had rejected the ap ­
plication o f  Atiq Ahmad and

he was killed along with his 
brother in Pnyagraj so  it is 
expected from the Supreme 
Court to bring justice  to Atiq 
Ahmad sincc every citizen 
deserves justice under the 
rule o f  law.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan, 

Via email

A delightful 
experience

Editor
Recently, I had the grand 

o p p o r tu n ity  to  trave l on 
a round trip  on the Vandc 
Bharat train tetw een H ow ­
rah Station and New Jalpaig- 
uri Junction. T his w as my 
maiden trip 01 this new Indi­
an Railways super-fast train, 
and it was an absolutely de­
lightful experience. The total 
561 kilom etres each  way 
distance was covered only 
in 6.5 hours h  AC chair cars 
with broad windows, enough 
leg spacc. light, ventilation, 
comfortable leaning chairs 
and  outstanding  h o sp ita l­
ity o f  the Indian Railways 
staff serving on the Vandc 
Bharat. The toilet arrange­
m e n ts  (vacuum  su c k in g  
model) and the alert clean­
ing staff have been cautious 
in making the entire journey 
a m em orable experience. 
The clcanlincss and proper 
waste collection as initiated 
by the Government o f  India 
as a national priority: is  very 
well demonstrated in Vandc 
Bharat Railway scrvicc.

T h e  trav e l w as v e ry  
smooth with only a few des­
ignated stops and the sched­
u le  m a in ta ined  is  h igh ly  
apprecia ted. Furtherm ore, 
the quality  o f  food served 
for breakfast snacks, lunch 
and dinner must be appreci­
ated. The fo ld  was warm, 
not uvci spicy oi hot fui the
ch ild ren  traveling  on  the

train. It was a healthy bal­
ance o f  both vegetarian and 
non-vegetarian items which 
w ere inc luded along  with 
desserts like gulab-jamuns. 
sweet curd and ice creams. 
The waste w as meticulously 
collected and the supportive 
behaviour o f  the profession­
ally trained railway staff with 
a smiling face and eagerness 
to help the passenger w as an 
added bonus to the trip.

Yours etc., 
Saikat Kumar Basu 

Kolkata

Temporary 
suspension 

of all 
recruitments
Editor.
The R oster S ys tem  is 

a topic w hich the people 
o f  M eghalaya  are  deeply 
concerned about right now 
and rightly so. I would like 
to thank all the stakeholders 
and organisations that have 
taken up this issue in  the 
public domain, but I would 
especially like to thank the 
Voice o f  the People Party 
(VPP) for bringing up this 
issue which is very close to 
people's hearts by organising 
public meetings to enlighten 
the general public about this 
sensitive issue. I fully agree 
w ith ihc Party's stand to halt 
all the recruitment processes 
until the  m a tte r has been 
resolved. Conducting exams 
by the MPSC at this juncture 
when a lot o f  confusion is in 
the air would do more harm 
than good for the youth o f  
the State. So here 1 would se­
riously urge the government 
and the M PSC to temporarily 
suspend all recruitment pro­
cesses. especially the written 
tests to be conducted in the 
coming months.

Yours etc., 
Name withheld on request

G20 and Space 
Power for NE 

India
Editor.
C reated by G eorge Lu­

cas. Star Wars was not just 
a movie but an expansion 
o f  spacc technology across 
all facets. During the 1980s 
form er US President Ronald 
Reagan wanted to usher the 
world towards the Strategic 
D efense  Initia tive , a  p ro ­
g ram m e using  lasers and 
space- based missile systems 
to  lip  the  balance against 
the  Sov ie t U nion . It is a 
great moment in history for 
Meghalaya to host the G20 
summit stressing on 'space 
e co n o m y ’. Top a g cn e ics  
such as ISRO and NFSAC 
arc leading the frontier to  
the heavens with the aim o f  
solving areas such as climate 
changc, encouraging young­
sters to  embark on joint mis­
sions with foreign nations, 
predicting w eather patterns 
among others. Northeast In­
dia w ith its myriad problems 
in a re as  o f  a gricu ltu re  to 
natural disasters would gain 
through interactions, sharing 
o f  ideas and involvement o f 
entrepreneurs to promote the 
preservation o f  endangered 
ecosystem s. A 1988 book 
C osm ic  C a ta s tro p h es  by 
astronomer David Morrison 
stands testament to  the mys­
teries o f  the solar system and 
what it has in store for us.

Yours etc., 
Christopher Gatphoh.

Shillong-10

A rticles and letters ap ­
pearing  on  th is  page are  
the v iew s o f  the w riters.11 
au th o rs  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

B ob’s Banter

Jails and 
WhatsApp 
Groups..!
By Robert Clements

The auditors o f  the coun­
try. who a*c very powerful 
peop le  a rd  o v e rse e  how- 
public money is spent by 
the ones who govern, in my 
im agination, pu rsed  the ir 
lips w hile the governm ent 
official sat in front o f  them. 
"Sir," said the first auditor, 
"there has been some very 
unw ise spending on your 
pa rt in  bu ild ing  the new  
parliament building!"

“ What arc you saying?" 
scream ed the governm ent 
official jumping to his feet, 
then being told to sit down 
by his colleague, who ges­
tured that auditors were very 
powerful people and could 
not be reasoned with threats 
o r bullying, as he was used 
to doing. He sat down molli­
fied. and a iked in a whisper 
this tim e. W hat a rc  you 
saying?”

"Speak louder!" said the 
first auditor.

"I did. andyou didn't like 
it. W hat I said was. "What 
arc you sa ring? '

The second auditor ex­
p lained to him  even more 
clearly what he had just said 
about too much money being 
spent on tie  new parliament 
building.

•'What arc you saying?" 
asked the government offi­
cial again, and then realizing 
he had already asked that 
question rephrased it saying. 
“ You arc saying wc have 
spent too much money on

have be en  used  w ith  the 
same money you spent on 
Parliament!" said the second 
auditor, a s he opened the rest 
o f  the thirty- six blueprints. 
“ Thirty-six blueprints!” he 
said, twenty-eight for every 
state in India and eight for 
union territories!"

"W hat arc the blueprints 
for?"

"New  ja ils for every state 
in the country and a ll the 
union territories! Like wc 
just said, all wc auditors arc 
interested in is seeing that 
the money in our country is 
w ell spent, and sincc opposi­
tion members arc spending 
m ore lim e in  ja i l  than in 
Parliament, then the money 
should have been spent on 
building bigger jails! Don't 
you think you have done a 
great disservice by noi fore­
seeing this?"

"I guess, we started going 
on this arresting spree after 
wc had already started work- 
ing on a bigger Parliament 
building!" said the govern­
ment official sheepishly.

"Your Parliament build­
ing will now look like tlx; old 
cathedrals o f  Europe then," 
grinned one o f  the auditors, 
"huge and tall, majestic and 
lo fty  but w ith no people 
inside!"

The auditors then moved 
to  another pile, where they 
pulled out another blueprint. 
" T h is ..."

"Is  the blueprint for the

“With opposition members a ll heading  
to ja il, with no press in the view ing galleries.

again with m ost in ja il, what need  fo r  that 
building? So. a ll decisions w ill now be made 

in the house o f  the P M !”

the parliament building?” 
"N o  sit. wc a rc  saying 

there was 10 need to spend
any m oncj on a iu w  parlia­
ment ai all!”  said both the 
auditors together.

"D o you know who built 
the o ld building?" asked the 
government official. "The 
British! Do you want to sit in 
the same building where our 
previous rulers sat?"

" S ir ."  $aid the  second  
auditor. “ Every bit o f  money 
in our country lias to be spent 
wisely and prudently ...” 

“ Because w c a re  not a 
very rich country." contin­
ued the first official.

"And i f  that sam e money 
could  hav : been spent on 
som ething whieh is more 
necessary a t the moment, 
then our job is  to  question 
you  as to w hy the money 
w asn't spent there."

" S ir s , w here  e lse  can  
w e show the world w c are 
the  b iggest d e m o crac y ?  
W here  e lse can o u r  men 
m ake g lo rious sp eeches, 
and use argument and debate 
over pressing issues, than in 
parliament.’"

"T rue ." agreed the first 
auditor.

“ Very, very true." said the 
second auditor.

I he government official 
sm iled with sc lf-sa tisfac- 
tion. and continued smugly, 
"W here cltc can the opposi­
tion speak against a  motion, 
watched by the rest o f  the 
w orld?"

"W here  is the opposi­
tion?" asked the first audi­
tor quietly. "With many o f  
them being put in ja il, facing 
charges to be put in ja il, or 
will soon find themselves in 
ja il, don 't you think the old 
parliament building would 
have sufficed to hold the rest 
o f  the members?"

"And so," said the second 
audito r even more firmly, 
"shouldn 't you  have spent 
that same money on building 
more ja ils  to house all the 
opposition?”

'fhcofli;ial from the gov­
ernment locked at his liands. 
then looked upas he saw the 
first auditor, opening the firet 
o f  many blacprints. "W hat's 
th a t? ' asked the official from 
the government now looking 
a bit worried. "W hat's that 
you arc opening? It doesn't 
look like the new parliament 
building that wc designed for
the glory o f the country?"

“ N o. it is w hat cou ld

PMs house." whispered the 
government official. "D on't 
tell me you have something 
against that? Do you know 
how  hard  he  w orks, and 
how important it is to have 
h is house right next to Par­
liam ent and not far away, 
causing traffic jam s, and a 
waste o f  time whenever he 
comes to the house?"

"Wc w ant to  com m end 
you  for this home for the 
PM !" said the auditors, and 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia l 
beam ed w ith  ha p p in ess . 
"But w e’d like to  say. that 
o n ly  th is house  is rea lly  
necessary in the whole com ­
plex!"

“W hat? No need for the 
parliament building, only a 
house for the PM ?" asked 
the  gove rn m e n t o ffic ia l, 
incredulously. "W here will 
debates and discussions be 
conducted?"

"D e b a tes  a n d  d is c u s ­
s io n s . b e tw een  w hom ?" 
asked both the auditors to­
g ether. "W ith  opposition  
members all heading to jail, 
with no press in the viewing 
galleries, again with most in 
jail, w hat need for that build­
ing? So. all decisions will 
now be made in the house 
o f  the PM!"

*‘And w hat w ill wc do
with all that land where all 
the new  buildings arc be­
ing la id ? ' asked the oflicial 
gloomily.

"Have huge law ns with 
garden furniture, where you 
can sit in leisurely comfort 
and  s tare  at y o u r phone, 
where in W hatsApp group 
m essages you will be able 
to  look at new  laws being 
passed, o ld  laws being re­
pealed. a ll done from this 
majestic home."

The government oflicial 
jum p e d  up suddenly  and 
threw his arms around the 
two auditors "You both arc 
b rilliant!” he cried. “ Why 
d o n 't  you  bo th  w ork for

“ Wc a lready a rc ."  said 
the first auditor, smiling in 
my very vivid imagination 
at the second, and both pull­
ing out their phones. "Sec. 
you will sec our names arc 
a lready on the W hatsA pp 
groups and not in the list o f  
those who arc supposed to 
go to jail..!"

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers Course. For 
m ore details contact him  on 
W/uilsApp 9892572883.

hol>sluinter(agmail. com
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“ D isappointm ent builds character  

a nd  strength. ”
—  N afessa W illiam s
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N eed to reschedule school calendar
THE April heal lias been relentless with the mercury 
hitting 29-30 degrees Celsius these last few days. 
The dry spell exacerbated by strong winds is causing 
dust clouds all around. The climate has changed irre­
versibly and humans need to reset their programmes 
too. Educational institutions normally use the dry 
months o f March-April for their school sports. This 
was fine when the weather was a lot kinder and the 
hottest that Shillong got was 24 degrees Celsius. But 
to make children practise their march past and drill 
or to make them ran in the sw eltering summer heat is 
insensitive. It is trae that organising sporting events 
is part o f every school’s calendar because sports have 
many physical, developmental, psychological and 
social benefits lor children. Playing any sport helps 
children learn to control their emotions and channel 
negative feelings in a positive way. Playing sport 
helps children build resilience and feel better about 
themselves. A 1m , during sporting events children are 
able to express '.hemselves freely on the field which 
is not possible in a classroom.

But the flip side is also trae. Not every child has 
a strong constitution. Some are allergic to dust and 
some are inherently weak physically and therefore 
have a low tolerance for extreme heat or cold. While 
the objective ofthc school is to toughen the students 
and make them battle-ready to face adverse circum­
stances and that must be appreciated, there is a point 
at which children cannot be pushed beyond their 
limits. Being children they are diffident o f taking a 
stand for themselves. This is not what is taught in 
schools. Unquestioning obedience is expected, nay 
demanded and there can be no arguments once a 
teacher has said something. But these are not nor­
mal times. High temperature and high humidity are 
particularly dangerous. Sports coaches and teachcrs 
ought to be careful about making children play stren­
uous games in such conditions. Besides, children 
and teenagers aie vulnerable to heat-related illnesses 
such as dehydration, heat cramps, heat exhaustion 
and heat stroke because their bodies are less efficient 
at cooling. This calls for a revision of the school 
calendar. Perhaps schools should now reopen sooner 
and sporting events should be held by the month of 
February-March. There is no hard and fast rule that 
schools should stick to the school calendar they did 
twenty years ago because climate change dictates 
otherwise. Summer holidays are being rescheduled 
in many states. So why not Meghalaya?

The Education Department needs to take a call 
on this and reset the school calendar according to 
the weather conditions. With Climate Change, sum­
mers have become extremely hot while winters are 
extremely cold. This requires reformatting the school 
examination schedules, co-curricular activities and 
even school timings. In summers, schools could start 
early to beat the heat. Sports and games can happen 
in the morning. This is called climate adaptation.

Who deserves reservation: 
Khasi-Jaintia or Garo?

O n A pril 17 , 2023, the 
Voice o f  the People Party 
(VPP) began their public ral­
lies on the issue o f  the Roster 
System and the Reservation 
Policy. In the m eeting held 
in  M aw lai A rdent M iller  
Basaiaw moit, the president 
o f  VPP reiterated that he  was 
not against any community 
but w an ted  to  co rrec t the 
imbalance that he saw  in the 
curren t system . Therefore, 
he suggested that an * ILxpert 
Com m ittee’ be constitu ted  
to conic up with suggestions 
to make it fairer. This is  be­
cause, according to  him. the 
present system  is lopsided 
towards a certain community. 
So basically. Ardent has a l­
ready dccidcd the outcomc o f  
the ‘Expert C om m ittce’evcn 
before it has been formed. 
But maybe that is being un­
fair to him. I f  the government 
docs agree to the fonnation 
o f  the ‘Expert Com m ittee’ 
the outcom e could very well 
be different. Let us discuss 
this in greater detail.

I f  an 'E xpert C om m ittee’ 
is constituted, the terms o f  
reference w ill be to  review 
the R eservation  Policy  o f  
the state and com e up with 
a system that will be  accept­
able to all. To be acceptable, 
it has to  base its decisions on 
facts and figures. T his again 
depends on  the  ind icators 
that they choose for the data 
that is going to  be collected. 
But w hat a re  go ing  to  be  
those  in d ic a to rs?  In th is . 
V PP has a lready identified 
the indicator o f  their choice, 
i.e.. the demographic profile 
o f  the s ta te , in w hich the 
K h as i-Ja in tia  c o n s titu te s  
46%  and the G aro  around  
31%  o f  the total population. 
Tlie question is  whether the 
indicator is in consonancc 
with the tenets o f  reserva­
tion as found in the  Indian 
Constitution.

R eservation  in  Ind ia  is 
de riv e d  from  C lau se s (4 ) 
and (4A) o f  Article 16 o f  the 
Constitution, w hich mention 
that the state can m ake provi­
sions for the reservation o f  
appointments o r posts in fa­
vour o f  backw ard c lasses o f  
citizcns that, in the opinion o f 
the state, arc not adequately 
represented in  the services 
under the  state. The focus 
here is on backw ardness and 
lack o f  representation in jobs 
(services), not demography. 
I lowcvcr. wc w ill not ignore 
the  poin t o f  dem ography , 
but the  p rim ary  s tre ss has 
to be on backw ardness. So 
i f  an ‘H xpcrt C o m m itte e ’ 
is constituted, they have to 
sc lcc t in d ic a to rs  tha t can  
measure the backw ardness 
o f  a community and decide 
acco rd ing ly  w ho deserves 
reservation more: the Khasi- 
Jaintia or the Garo? Let us 
be  c lear: this hypothetical

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

‘E xpert Com mittee’ w ill not 
design  ind icators, p repare  
q u e s t io n n a ire ,  c a lc u la te  
the appropriate sam ple siz­
e s. o r  collec t prim ary data 
to  m easure backw ardness. 
That is  impossible bccausc 
it requ ires a  g rea t deal o f  
reso u rce s , w hich a cash- 
s trapped state like M egha­
laya cannot spire. W hat they 
a re  going to  do is use exist­
ing government statistics to 
com e to  a conclusion. The 
good thing is that the dataset 
that they are going to access 
is a lready available in the 
public domain, and wc don ’t 
have to wait (or the ‘Expert 
C om m ittee’ to find ou t what 
the outcomc will be. In this 
way. w e can save money on 
the fees and honoraria that 
w ill have to  be paid to con­
sultants. A  document, useful 
to  our purpose that has syn­
thesised a lot o f the data on 
the socio-economic profile o f  
the state is the North Eastern 
Region: District SDG index. 
Report, and Dashboard Base­
line Report 2021-2022’.

T he report w as released 
by NITI Aaycg to track the 
p ro g re ss  o f  the d if fe ren t 
states in the country in their 
progress towards the Sustain­
able  Development Goals 
17 in all. These goals arc an 
attempt to prov ide a blueprint 
to  achieve a better and more 
su sta inab le  future for all. 
Poverty, inequality, climate 
change, environmental deg­
radation, peace, and justice  
a rc  som e o f  the challenges 
tha t these  goals arc trying 
to  address. A though being 
asp irational, he goals can 
a lso reveal st-uctural prob­
lems being faccd by certain 
regions. In other w ords, if  
a region is lagging behind 
the goals, it n cans that the 
population in the region is 
m arginalised, i.e ., lacking 
access to the means that can 
help them achieve a prosper­
ous and  sustainable future. 
W hile it is  a  matter o f  great 
sham e that Meghalaya is sec­
ond from the bottom w hen it 
com es to SDCs. the district- 
w ise comparison will give a 
good idea o f  which regions 
a rc  marginalised and there­
fore need extra support.

In the case o f  Meghalaya, 
the report has decided to rank 
the  districts o i 15 goals in­
stead o f  17 because SDG 14: 
Life below Water and SDG 
17: Partnership for the Goals 
a rc  no t app l cab le  to  th e  
state. Taking into account the 
ethnic divisions in the state, 
the K hasi-Jaintia and  Garo 
districts arc being separated 
for analysis. T ie  comparison 
o f  rankings show s that the 
K hasi-Jaintia districts have 
perform ed better than the

G aro districts in ten SDGs. 
i.e., 66%  o f  the total SIXis. 
T h is  reveals the  c lea r gap 
in te rm s  o f  d e velopm en t 
be tw een  the tw o reg ions. 
A look at the specific goals 
reveals  a very  in te resting  
pattern.

The five SD G s on which 
the  G aro  d is tric ts  o u tpe r­
fo rm ed  the  K h asi-Ja in tia  
districts arc: G OAL 2: Zero 
H unger; G O A L  3: G ood  
H ea lth  a n d  W e ll-b e in g ; 
G O A L  7: A ffo rdab le  and  
C lean  E nergy; G O AL 13: 
Climate Action; and GOAL 
16: P e a c e , J u s t i c e ,  a n d  
Strong Institutions. G OAL 
2 a n d  G O A L  3 a rc  v e ry  
closely related to  each other. 
So it stands to reason that i f  a 
district does well in one, it is 
highly likely that they will do 
well in the other a s well.

W hat is surprising, how­
ever. is that the performance 
o f  th e  G aro  d is tr ic ts  un ­
der G OAL I. w hich is very 
strongly  rela ted  to  G O AL 
2 and G O AL 3 is very d is­
mal. The difference in rank 
betw een  the K hasi-Ja in tia  
d istric ts and G aro distric ts 
under G OAL I is the third 
highest among all: the latter 
is placed 23 ranks (d iffer­
ence  betw een th e  a verage  
rank o f  the  K hasi-Ja in tia  
districts and G aro districts) 
lower than the former. This 
means that despite the  com ­
p ara tive ly  higher level o f  
poverty, the G aro  distric ts 
have som ehow  been  ab le  
to  tackle hunger and ensure 
better health compared to the 
K hasi-Jaintia districts. This 
is seen in  the h igher level 
o f  c h ild  m a lnu trition  and 
pregnan t w om en w ho are  
anaemic in  the Khasi-Jaintia 
districts.

A p o ss ib le  a n sw e r  for 
th is d isc repancy  could  be 
a  difference in d ietary pat­
te rn s  betw een the  tw o re ­
g io n s. w hich c ou ld  again  
be connected to  G O A L 13. 
Under this particular SDG, 
an important variable used 
for m e asuring  p rogress is 
the  change in forest area. 
It is im portan t to  obse rve  
that it is the d istricts from 
the K hasi-Jaintia region that 
have recorded a loss in area 
under forest. Traditionally, 
the forest has been an im ­
portant source  o f  food for 
the indigenous communities 
in the state, both plant and 
animal, many o f  which arc 
highly nutritious. The nutri­
tional content in some is even 
h igher than  those  bought 
from  the m arket. Could it 
be that the consum ption o f  
a h ig h e r  a m o u n t o f  w ild  
food (higher forest cover in 
G aro districts m eans higher 
availab ility  o f  w ild  food)

reduces the chance o f  hunger 
and leads to  a better health 
outcom e? This connection 
could be  further explored. As 
for the remaining tw o SDGs 
in which the G aro districts 
have done better, G O A L 7 
has only tw o variables: the 
percentage o f  villages elec­
trified and the percentage o f  
households using clcan fuel 
for cooking. It is possible that 
if  more variables arechoscn, 
the rank  ach ie v ed  by  the 
Garo districts could decline. 
Lastly. G O AL 16 is aimed 
at p rom oting peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sus­
tainable developm ent, pro­
viding access to ju stice  for 
all. and building effective, 
accountable , and  inclusive 
institutions at all levels. The 
fact tha t the G aro distric ts 
have done better compared 
to  the K hasi-Jaintia districts 
despite being beset by  law 
and o rd e r  p rob lem s until 
recently is something to be  
applauded.

F in a lly , w hen  a l l  the  
SD G s a re  considered , the 
average rank achieved by the 
Khasi-Jaintia districts is 75, 
while the Garo districts get 
85, i.e .. a d ifference o f  10 
ranks. Taking from this, since 
the G aro a rc  comparatively 
m ore  b a ck w ard  than  the  
Khasi-Jaintia. the ir share o f  
the reservation cannot be  re­
duced as it would go against 
the tenets o f  the Constitution. 
But taking V PP 's logic, let’s 
give them a share based on 
their demographic size, i.e., 
31% . H owever, in order to 
co rrec t fo r th e  h is to ric a l 
injustice (backw ardness a s  
brought out by the SDGs). a 
figure o f  10% (dilTcrcncc in 
rank) should be added, which 
will take the figure to  41%. 
As for the Khasi-Jaintia. their 
sha re  w ill ge t rcduced  to 
36% because the combined 
size o f  tlie Khasi-Jaintia and 
Garo populations is 77% , not 
80% . T his can be reviewed 
every  few  years upon  the 
release o f  frer.h duta. From
this perspective, the outcomc 
o f  the 'H xpcrt C om m ittee’ 
will go against what the VPP 
wants. Will VPP accept such 
an outcome?

Personally , I think th is 
is all ju st posturing for po­
litical gains, and the people, 
especially the Khasi-Jaintia. 
a re  being taken for a ride. 
In th e  p rocess . 1 fea r the 
K h as i-Ja in tia  m igh t lose  
whatever gains they a re  cur­
rently getting from the cur­
rent Reservation Policy. But 
then , p o lit ic ia n s  a rc  w ay 
smarter than any o f  us. So. 
tim e will td l.

(The view s expressed  in 
the article are those o f  the  
author a n d  do no t reflect in  
any way his affiliation to  any  
organization o r  institution)

End goal of 
economic 

growth should 
be equitable 

distribution of 
income

Editor.
It was a proud moment for 

Meghalaya, Assam. Manipur 
and the entire Nonh-castern 
region that Guwalnti. Dibru- 
garh. Imphal and Shillong 
played host to numerous G20 
meetings on a vvkolc range 
o f  issues. So credit where 
credit's due! T he Prime M in­
ister and the entire Central 
leadersh ip  deserves praise 
for putting the North east­
ern  reg io n  in  the g lo b a l 
spo tligh t. R epresentatives 
and  d iplom ats from the 20 
most powerful nations in the 
w orld  w ere represented in 
most o f  these meetings and 
they w ere ab le  Id w itness 
first-hand the vast economic 
potential o f  the north eastern 
region a s a whole

Tlie cconom y o f  many 
s ta te s  in the c o un try  a re  
now on a transition but sadly 
most o fthc  economics o f  the 
North- eastern region arc still 
agrarian based cccnoniics. A 
majority o f  the workforce in 
the  region arc stillcm ploycd 
in A griculture which is still

plagued by low  yield, small 
s ize  o f  land ho ld ing , d is ­
guised unem ploym ent and 
lack o f  mechanization. The 
north eastern region needs 
to follow in the footsteps o f  
states that have made rapid 
progress in the secondary 
sector but industrialisation 
in the region should be based 
on industries that will pri­
oritize the unique skill sets 
o f  the  in h a b ita n ts  o f  the 
region.

Industrialisation in many 
o f  the capitalist econom ics 
o f  the w est has led to  high 
inequality in distribution o f  
incom e. Take for exam ple 
the USA. the torchbcarcr o f  
capitalism and the most pow­
erful country in the world. 
The size o f th c  US cconomy 
is 26 trillion dollars in pur­
chasing pow er parity terms; 
real m edian household in­
com e in 2021 w as 70,784 
dollars yet the official pov­
erty  rate o f  the USA for the 
same year w as 11.6 percent 
which means that almost 38 
m illion people live  below  
the poverty line. A gini coef­
ficient o f  4 1.5 means that the 
USA is one o f  the countries 
with the highest wealth in­
equality  in the world. In a 
purely  cap ita lis t cconom y 
like  the USA. the govern­
ment usually refrains from 
taking affinnative action to 
lift its vulnerable citizens out 
o f  poverty; the invisible hand

and trickle-dow n effect arc 
supposed to help poor people 
lift them sdves out o f  poverty 
but such an economic idea is 
out o f  touch with the harsh 
economic realities.

The main aim  o f  a  capital­
ist is to  maximize profit and 
minimize cost so  in o rder to 
achicvc this objective, work­
ers  are  pa id  w ages which 
are w ell be low  w hat they 
deserve. U nskilled workers 
u sua lly  b e a r  the  b ru n t o f  
such a low wage policy. In 
such a situation, the trickle- 
dow n cffcct will never lift 
people out o f  poverty. A low 
wage policy will never en­
able people to  clim b up the 
economic ladder.

Fortunately in  a country 
like Ind ia  our founding fa­
thers envisioned a policy o f  
aftinnativc action to  lift the 
most vulnerable sections out 
o f  poverty. In the  past two 
decades o r so. a ffirm ative 
action has lifted millions o f  
people out o f  poverty yet 
more needs to  be done to 
eradicate poverty. Our policy 
makers both a t the State and 
Centre need to strike a bal­
ance  b e tw een  c a p ita lis tic  
and socialist ideals to  ensure 
an egalitarian society; even 
if  rapid industrialisation is 
to  take placc in the N orth­
eastern region, the workers 
and the inhabitants o f th c  re­
gion should be the ones who 
should reap the dividends o f  
high economic growth.

Yours etc., 
Gary Marbaniang.

Via entail

Need to discuss 
critical issues
Editor,
T he silent scream  by Br. 

Solomon Morris (April 18. 
2023) is rather scholarly, yet 
poignant! The rcficctive ex­
ercise. the  common triggers 
o f  teen stress and a string o f  
questions raised for adults, 
seem generational, barring 
'S crccn  a d d ic tio n .’ T here  
arc many reasons, studied 
opinions- obscrvations o r a s­
sumptions why the addiction 
is alanning.

I am  no scholar! Just a 
keen and  sharp observer! 
Let m e be blunt to the point 
o f  being jarring, but without 
incurring anybody's w rath, 
though I'm  prepared for any 
c riticism . W : need to  see  
things with a deeper wisdom 
and w ider pcispective.

M y observations and ex­
periences point to  two insti­
tutions that must shoulder 
the blame to a greater extent: 
The family and The School! 
It's too  exhaustive a topic to 
deal with every issue pointed 
out. so I'll f icus on only a 
few observations.

The old family system  o f  
closeness and togetherness 
is eroded today. To keep the

child  quiet o r  occupied the 
parents use the TV  or mobile 
as a new toy! And there it all 
beg ins! Scrccn addiction! 
A nd w hen school w ork  is 
not done a t home the parents 
com plain to the  tcacher or 
Principal say ing  the  ch ild  
doesn 't lis ten  and  is c o n ­
stantly  a t the TV o r mobile. 
They then request school to 
in tervene! Can the  school 
deal with home m atters o f  
recalcitrant children?

Parents arc more caught 
up in their ow n lives and so­
cial media lampoons this that 
draw s laughtcr(sic). Tik Tok 
have som e classic videos on 
real home situations.

The school today has too 
many frailties, shortcomings 
and  w eaknesses. W here is 
that cxcitcm cnt and  live li­
ness o f  classroom  learning 
teaching proccss? Look at 
the student strength jam m ed 
into a classroom! How can a 
tcacher cope w ith students’ 
ind iv iduality  and  un ique­
ness? It's all about finances! 
Period.

1 w onder i f  any parent has 
ever seen their ward extend 
th e ir  c la ss ro o m  le a rn in g  
to  the home also! How arc 
s tuden ts  m otivated  to  use 
the  scrccn constructive ly?  
Do schools set home assign­
m ents from TV' programmes 
instead o f  the  dull exercises 
at the end o f  the chapters? 
Let's b e  dow nright honest 
and open on daily classroom

transactions in schools today. 
Teachers a re  m ore  caught 
up in classroom  'teaching/ 
learning/ disciple and order 
sacrificing the natural curios­
ity  and eagerness to  know. 
A nd he re  I lam ent at the 
misplaced authoritarian and 
cock-eyed  po lic ie s  o f  the 
School Management! Keep 
students quiet in the class! 
Cover the syllabus! Do cor­
rections! M ake sure hom e­
w ork is g iven! Fill in the 
daily 'Work covered' register 
o f  yoursubjcct! Humour the 
parents! I could go on!

And lastly how w c help 
our children is best explored 
by a lively discussion. I'm  in 
agreem ent with the gu ide­
lines listed, but each needs 
further dissection. I know 
my letter will m eet with d is­
approval from many. I don’t 
w ant to be a  w et rag. but un­
less the seriousness o f  what's 
happening with ou r children 
is  th rashed  ou t w ith  a ’no 
holds barred' discussion, wc 
w ill not be  able  to  address 
the issues. The alternative is 
to  be in denial mode.

Yours etc..
Kevin Phillips.

Shillong 19

A rticles an d  le tte rs ap ­
p earin g  on  th is  p age  are 
th e  v iew s o f  th e  w rite rs / 
a u th o r s  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

When “Kamai i'a ka H ok” 
becom es "Kamai Ta ka Burorrt "

Why some people’s 
“Selfless” charity is 

actually a “Selfish” act
By Gloria Tliahah

Charity is one o f  the most 
im portant tenets o f  many 
religions including the Niam 
Khasi. However, the defini­
tion o f  it can vary depending 
o n  re lig io u s b e liefs . F or 
som e, charity is giving to 
those in n;cd out o f  love and 
compassion. O thers believe 
that it is helping others in 
o rder to receive favours from 
G od. Still, many believe that 
it is doing good deeds in se­
cret s o th a  no one will know 
about them. No matter w hat 
the  definition, though, all 
religions agree that charity is 
a virtue that should be prac­
ticed. Some religious tradi­
tions also see it as an act o f  
kindness ind love and often 
em phasise the im portance 
ol helping those w ho a rc  in 
need. It is also often seen 
a s  a w ay to improve one’s 
soul and  earn favour with 
G od. While most religious 
trad itions p lacc  a specific

commit suicidc. Prior to  this, 
the same doctor and his rela­
tives were in the news for the 
all the w rong reasons.

T his incident compelled 
me to ponder more on the 
subject. I think there is some 
validity to  the idea that using 
activities that we would love 
to do anyway as a vchicle for 
fund-raising can be manipu­
lative. Certainly, there arc 
tim es w hen the participant 
portrays the event as some­
thing other than a personal 
achievem ent o r  dream  ful­
filled to cncouragc more giv­
ing. That's often somewhat 
less than fully honest. It is 
very rare in my experience 
for anyone to run a marathon 
against their w ill to benefit 
a h o sp ita l, o rphanage, o r 
hom eless program . A nd if  
that d id  occur, none o f  u s 
should be party to it. Like the 
poorly construed argument 
that money spent on short

“A s som eone who works 
professionally w ith charities,

/  understand the topic w ell a nd  have 
afso written several articles about 

the g o o d  work o f  humankind. But in 
light o f  tveent events, this lime I am  
com pelled to write this article about 

the dark side o f  charity too. A fe w  
days ago a  su icide threat note 
fro m  a  g irl fro m  the city went 

viral on Whats A pp. ”

em phasis on g iv ing  to the 
poor, others see charity  as 
encompassing a w ider range 
o factions. such as caring for 
the sick or providing support 
to  the needy.

It's been taught to  genera­
tions that, "it is morcblesscd 
to  give th in  to receive.” But 
how  blessed is it when you 
give in order to receive? Let's 
face  it! C harity  is ev ery ­
where: Fr:»m a dentist giving 
"free’’ medical check-ups to 
a pastor tu ild ing  homes for 
the poor. Experts call it "self­
ish giving" when givers 
a rc  lookirg to  get back more 
than just the  jo y  o f  giving. 
But when: do you draw the 
line? W h«i givers are giving 
in order to sell m ore lattes or 
enhancc ficir resumes, is it a 
w in-w in — o r is  something

term  international charitable 
trips would be better used by 
just giving it d irectly to  the 
people in need.

The injunctions, 'kam ai 
Ya ka hok ' which signify right 
living and practicc based on 
right live lihood , is a lso  a 
common moral exhortation 
o f  all religions not ju st o f  the 
Niam Khasi. But it is evident 
now  m ore  than  e v e r  tha t 
‘‘K amai i'a ka H ok" has in­
deed turned to "Kamai i'a ka 
Burom" and som e people's 
"Selfless” charity is actually 
a "Selfish" act. These kinds 
o f  arguments may generate 
heated in ternet com m ents 
and debates, but they do little 
to address reality. I truly 
feel w c have lost a sense o f  
morality for its ow n sake. 
We should just be generous

“/  think there is som e validity to the idea 
that using activities that w e would love to 

do anyway as a  vehicle f o r  fund-ra ising  can 
be manipulative. Certainly, there are limes 
when the participant portrays the event as 

something o ther than a  persona! achievem ent 
o r  dream fu lfilled  to encourage m ore giving. 
That's often som ewhat less than fu lly  honest. 
It is very rare in m y experience f o r  anyone to 
run a  m arathon against their w ill to  benefit a  
hospital, orphanage, o r  homeless program. ”

e lse lost?
As someone w ho works 

profcssioaally with charities, 
1 understand the topic well 
and have also written several 
a rticles about the good work 
o f  humankind. But in light 
o f  recent events, this time I 
am  compelled to  write this 
article  about the dark side 
o f  charity too. A few days 
a go  a su ic ide  th rea t note 
from a girl (name withheld) 
from the city went viral on 
WhatsApp. In the note, tlie 
g ir l con fessed  o f  hav ing  
consulted a city- based den­
tist • Dr Suklang Syngkon 
from Mawkhar several times 
and also mentioned that the 
doctor had refused toacccp t 
any paynvnt for his services 
saying that he runs a charity 
c linic. Bin a month ago, the 
girl (a stndcnt o f  c lass I I )  
received i  Payment Notice 
dem anding  tha t she  d e a r  
a ll her bills totalling a little 
over one lakh rupees in order 
to  avoid a police complaint. 
T ired  o f  the  d o c to r's  d e ­
m ands. the girl threatened to

to be generous. We should 
do w hat's right bccausc it's 
right, not because o f  what 
you get back.

1 am  troubled  by w hat 
I sec in this "Ri Tip-Bricw 
Tip-Blci."as a growing trend 
o f  "consp icuous c o m pas­
s io n ."  w here  g iv in g  has 
tu rned  in to  a new  “ m ust 
have" accessory. It b rings 
social cachet to you. I also 
worry that that's what kids 
begin to think; that giving 
is serving your needs and 
o the r peoples' needs. And 
they don 't have an image in 
the ir head o f  another kind 
o f  giv ing: a tenacious, low- 
profile kind ofaltruism  that's 
really ju st about the other 
person, and not about you. 
And I think we're in really 
deep trouble as a  socicty if  
that sense o f  morality for its 
ow n sake evaporates.

(T he  w riter is a  so c ia l 
w orker b a se d  in  Taltala. 
K olkata. She  is otherw ise  
a  resident o f  Ja iaw  Pdeng. 
Shillong)
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* The human race has one really effective  
we a/M in, and that is laughter. ”

—  M ark  Tw ain
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Population plus
INDIA just about overtook China in population 
strength, as ihe UN has somewhat confirmed 
this week. Ir a technical sense, there could be 
some i f  s and but's, but wc arc definitely there. 
Arguments of late arc that population growth is 
acccptable under ccrtain situations -  like, when 
the working-age population is m ore than the 
non-workingand ageing mass. The demographic 
dividend should be to India's advantage in the 
context o f  its eminent youth power. Nearly onc- 
fifth o f  the population is in the 15-24 age-group, 
nearly 65 per cent o f  the population (including 
children) is underage 35; and nearly 70 percent 
o f  the population is in the working age o f  15 and 
54. The catch in this is that around half o f  India's 
population is non-working -  comprising men 
without work and more women being engaged 
in household chores and child-rearing, and not 
directly contributing to the productive sectors 
o f  the economy.

At a time when China started iLs growth push 
under the commune system, kitchcns were com ­
mon for cach hamlet and women mostly went 
into the fields o r factories lo work, leaving aside 
their children in baby-carc facilities under a 
well-shaped new social order. China eventually 
banished poverty and today its economic might 
is five times mat o f  India. Through governmental 
intervention, China crcatcd conditions for its 
people to work. It promoted exports with rare 
zeal and mace the nation the world’s main pro­
duction line. India does not have a governance 
system that can m atch such energy, drive or 
vision. Lotus-eaters arc one too many here and 
inaction as a tradition is more appreciated than 
action. Fact is also that the youth power as a 
demographic dividend for India at this time 
presages a time when all these youths would 
turn old and crave for support from the estab­
lishment for their sustcnancc; a scary scenario 
for the future.

O ver the past few decades. C hina crcatcd 
substantial wealth for the country by m aking its 
people work. Its now-discarded one-child family 
planning policy halted population growth for 
decades. China has by now acquired the eco­
nomic prowess to care for its old for long years. 
Beijing righ.ly responded to the present UN 
rating that put India above it, by saying quality 
o f  the people is more important than quantity. It 
has taught itspcoplc skills to remain productive. 
Here, the Skill India initiative o f  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi aims precisely at that. Yet, for 
many in this country, by volition or otherwise, 
procreation is the main recreation. Some social/ 
religious segments are defying calls for family 
planning. Tlic establishment must wake up to 
such realities, first and foremost, and act.

Importance of family 
conversations

Social media is disruptive 
in ihat it takes our minds o ff 
crucial issues wc need to deal 
w ith. O ften w c push those 
issues to  the back o f  ou r 
m inds and consciousncss. 
Social media has turned us 
into ga rru lous com m enta­
tors on every issue under the 
sun and I include m yself in 
this category. Br Solomon 
.Morris's article. "The Silent 
Scream." made me introspect 
on ihe fragile foundations on 
w hich families arc perched 
on: sonic rather precariously. 
It took me hack to m y own 
childhood and  growing up 
years and I realised that most 
o f  us grew  up in fam ilies 
w here conversations w ere 
stilted and rcduccd to stacca­
tos o f  questions and answers. 
O ur elders w ere judgmental 
and felt that their only duty 
in life as parents is to correct 
their children. Since I come 
from a Khasi society, tin t is
iny rcfcrcncc point. I was
brought up by one parent -  
my mother. Perhaps because 
she had a hard life making 
ends meet, site too hid a lot 
o f  her anxieties from  me. 
Conversations were formal. 
I am sure she also wanted to 
protect m e from the vagaries 
o f  circumstanccs that attend 
a single woman mother. On 
one odd occasion wc would 
watch a movie together but 
even in the movie hall wc 
were in our ow n little worlds 
experiencing our own em o­
tions.

Khasi society is inherent­
ly hierarchical. Wc arc told 
never to argue with elders; 
w hatever they say is corrcct 
and incontrovertible. Now 
wc know  better. Wc know 
that age is not always right. 
Also the manner in which our 
boys and men arc socialised, 
perhaps leaves a lot to be 
desired. It's my considered 
view that we should bring up 
our boys as w c do our girls 
and instil in them the same 
value systems o f  respecting 
work; especially house work. 
Also, our boys must be told
they arc a:; precious a:; our
girls a rc  and that marriage 
docs not make them sirangcrs 
in their parental homes.

Today the situation among 
ti)c* educated lot has changed. 
I see young g irls having a 
healthy  b a n ter w ith (heir 
fathers. Somehow girls seem 
c lo ser to  the ir fathers, a l­
though I m aybe wrong. Girls 
are able to sharc a lot with 
the ir fathers w ho seem  lo 
understand them better than 
the mother, especially i f  she 
is a home maker w ho 's not 
too exposed to the world ou t­
side. But. alternatively, arc 
boys closer to their mothers? 
Arc they able to unburden

B y Patricia M ukhim

themselves tothcir mothers? 
1 guess for a young girl or 
boy having a healthy con­
versation on a range o f  issues 
they facc in the world outside 
the com fort zones o f  their 
homes, requires that parcnts 
arc in the san e  mental and 
intellectual zone. Most mil- 
Icrutials o r lhc G eneration Z 
feel their parents are cither 
outdated or ro t capable o f 
grasping the irtensity o f  their 
problems. But that I suppose 
comes from th: fact dial from 
childhood ihe space was not 
crcatcd for a conversation 
tha t w as ca*y, non -judg- 
mcntal. non-threatening and 
where the chldrcn  felt safe 
lo confide even their most 
well-kept sccpcts.

M ost o f  us grew  up to 
be parcnts tco but largely 
m im ickcd our own parents 
aial thcicfoic wc ncvci lud  
those moments o f  deep con­
versations with our children. 
They had to  find someone 
outside o f  their family and 
perhaps som eone in their 
friend circles t.> confide some 
o f  iheir dark deep secrets 
which haunt them in their 
sleep and were hindrances to 
their healthy mental develop­
ment. School too w as not a 
joyful placc. It was all about 
competition and how they arc 
faring in class is  compared lo 
their classmates. A s students 
wc were neve- introduced to 
games where here is no win 
o r lose, right o r wrong but 
just made us laugh and feel 
happy. O u r parents never 
dared to engage in conversa­
tion with our cachers. They 
were too diffident and seared 
lest the teacher targets their 
child. It is unihinkable fo ra  
parent at that time to ask a 
teacher. “ How is my child 
learning/1 $ s te 'h c  eager and 
rcccp tivc  w hen presen ted  
with new tasks or slow and 
shy? If a child is lagging be­
hind in one or tw o subjects, 
do parents ha*e the freedom
(o ask if  the tcachcr is con­
cerned about this o r whether 
it is nonnal an j the child will 
slowly pick if> the threads? 
Above all, a t least in our time 
as parcnts we did very little 
to supplement w hat our kids 
learnt a t school. Wc w ere 
struggling parents with very 
little time. I am not sure now 
whether my children found 
le a rn in g  fun a n d  looked  
forward to gcing to school. 
Most o f  us never bothered 
to ask i f  the kids are happy 
a t school o r  if  som ething 
was bothering them. When 
I think buck to these times, 
how 1 wish 1 knew better and 
had the exposure that parcnts

today have.
P sycholog ists speak  o f  

the brain-changing power o f  
conversation and state from 
stud ies  that the  in terp lay  
between parents and children 
ignites the brain and boosts 
its  re sp o n se  to  language  
while also spurring literacy 
skills. Besides, healthy com ­
m unication  in the fam ily 
helps d ispel many doubts. 
Assumptions and negativity 
floating around the house. It 
would be the saddest thing 
for any child not to  find the 
home a safe space where she' 
he can speak about her/his 
fears, frustrations, express 
what she 'hc wants and just 
be able to speak up and not 
a llow  rep ressed  though ts  
from creating a mental block 
tlwt later becomes a character 
defect for which the young 
person is judged. So many o f  
our young people can 't speak 
their m inds a t home. And 
yet they carry such a huge 
burden dealing with life and 
its da ily  challenges. Often 
parcnts instead o f  focusing 
on the problem and helping 
their children to  deal with it, 
focus instead on the person 
as i f  the problem happened 
because o f  the person. We 
arc already judging our kids 
without hearing them out.

F a m il ie s  m ust b e  the 
placc where wc experience 
the most kindness, a forgiv­
ing  space  and  w here  w e 
need not put on a facade. 
If a  teenager has to pretend 
to be someone e lse at home 
and put up a persona for her/ 
his parcnts and then become 
someone completely differ­
ent outside the house there is 
a huge problem that parcnts 
should be aware o f  and leam 
to tackle delicately and with 
the greatest sensitivity. Our 
kids love it when we make 
tim e to  a tten d  th e ir  con- 
ccrts. sporting events and a 
recitation competition o r a 
school concert. I f  wc have 
to critique our kids, let's do it 
with kindness and positivity 
and not make them feel bad 
about themselves.

These days fam ilies arc 
scattered all over the place. 
Kids arc studying somewhere 
and parents arc busy working 
elsewhere. It's good to  have 
a fam ily W hatsA pp group 
i f  only to  stay connected. 
The ch ild  should feel free 
to communicate anything at 
any time in that family group. 
Sometimes children can feel 
alone and also lonely. Fam ­
ily W hatsApp groups where 
someone or the other is post- 
in g  so m e th in g  he lp s the

family stay conncctcd. This 
is a good use o f  technology. 
Video calls and facctimc arc 
good  w ays o f  keep ing  in 
touch. As elders wc need to 
listen intently when a  family 
m em ber talks and  not cut 
them ofi’inid-scntcncc. I f  wc 
don 't listen actively how will 
wc know w hat's going on in 
their minds?

W hen a family member 
talks, don 't cut them o ff mid- 
scntencc. Listen to them ac­
tively and intently. Let them 
speak and  a rticu la te  the ir 
thoughts verbally. H ear them 
out because the backbone o f  
communication is this. I f  you 
don 't listen, how will you 
know w hat's going on inside 
their minds?

L e t’s a lso  rem ind  ou r­
selves that being part o f  a 
fam ily can a lso  be  lonely. 
When a child fed s she/he is 
not acccptod bccausc she/he
is in love with someone the
family abhors, that is a  dif­
ficult bend. It is at such times 
that a child needs more un­
derstanding and aoccptancc. 
Socia l connec tedness and 
unconditional acceptance by 
the family, no matter what 
is an integral aspect o f  the 
human drive fo r survival. 
R ejection  c auses a lot o f  
pain w hich psych o log ists  
say is equivalent to a physi­
cal injury. The absence o f  a 
feeling o f  connectedness can 
lead to stress, mental health 
issu e s, and  a lso  physical 
health issues. Families need 
to rccognisc these signs in 
their young members.

W hen 1 see young people 
who prefer to  stay outside 
the home until midnight or 
beyond it makes me wonder 
how hom e has bccom c so 
unw elcom e. And i f  home 
is unwelcome and a strange 
placc where docs a young 
person find solace? Where 
docs a young man o r woman 
find mental peace and accep- 
lance? Let's think over this.. 
Sometimes It brings tears to 
think o f  the loneliness that 
young  peop le  e xperience  
bccausc their families have 
given up on them.

Som etim es I wish there 
was a possibility for younger 
parcnts to  be educated on 
how to revisit their parent­
ing skills. Wc arc in the 21st 
century but are still wedded 
to the parenting that wc were 
subjcctcd to decades ago. 
Hcrc 1 am talking especially 
about families in rural Me­
ghalaya where parcnts still 
believe that the only way to 
corrcct their kids is by beat­
ing them up. Do we wonder 
then why children become 
rebellious and aggressive?

Ravaging 
the Earth: 

Devastating 
effects of 

illegal stone 
quarrying

Fditor.
M e g h a la y a  -  a la n d  

blessed by Mother Nature, 
has been suffering under the 
hands o f  people svho w ish to 
utilize its natural resources 
for their ow n benefits and 
gains. O ver the years, the 
c itizens o f  the s ta te  have 
witnessed illegal coal mining 
taking placc in Meghalaya 
even after the \'G T  cailcd 
for its ban in the year 2014. 
However, illcgalcoal mining 
is not the only unlawful ac­
tivity that is threatening and 
endangering  V cgha laya ’s 
ccosystcms. Rampant stone 
mining and quairicsarc now 
also on the list, contributing 
to  the rapid dceline o f  our 
forests and hills

Illegal q u a ry in g  often 
occurs in areas where reg­
u la tions a rc  lax, a nd  law 
enforcement is weak. In M e­
ghalaya, just like illcgalcoal 
mining, illegal quarries too 
arc operated or controlled 
by individuals or groups o f  
people w ho seek to make 
quick profits wi hout regard 
for long term consequences. 
Readily noticeible are the 
h illocks tha t have d isa p ­

peared and the threats to the 
community forests in areas 
w here  s tone  qua rry ing  is 
prevalent.

A tragic incident that took 
placc recently, on April 14. 
2023. on the Shillong-Dawki 
Road where two people lost 
their lives leaving nine oth­
e rs  gravely  injured, when 
b o u ld e rs  c am e  c ra sh in g  
down on them, is a  tell-tale 
sign that rampant quarrying 
still exists in the highways 
o f  Meghalaya. Frequent sand 
mining and quarrying activi­
ties. including the blasting o f  
rocks along the highways, 
have been an ongoing phe­
nomenon for the past few 
years. It would not surprising 
that the government includ­
ing the Deputy CM him self 
should pin the blame on the 
road construction company 
rather than nabbing the ac­
tual culprits, knowing fully 
well that illegal stone mining 
is prevalent without proper 
regulation and without fol­
lowing the existing norms. 
There are also reports o f  the 
politician-NGO nexus in the 
quarrying activities along the 
Shillong-D aw ki highw ay. 
It goes without saying that 
such blatant destruction o f  
the environm ent could not 
have taken p lacc w ithout 
the b le ssing  o f  people  in 
power.

U nfortunate ly , the  e n ­
vironment too is  suffering 
under the w rath  o f  s tone  
mining as was concluded in
a report by the CACJ. Serious
air. water, and environmental

pollution are increasing rap­
idly due to the unregulated 
and indiscriminate mining. 
The unscicntific method o f  
mining is aiTccting ground­
water that is being consumed 
by people; add ing  to  soil 
erosion and  loss o f  b iod i­
versity. A t a time when more 
trees should be p lanted to 
curb  the grow ing  menace 
o f  global w arm ing that is 
increasing the heat o f  sum­
mers in Meghalaya, wc arc 
witnessing the loss o f  forests 
loosening o f  the soil and the 
destruction o f  our hills, add­
ing to the degradation o f  our 
ccosystcms.

The people o f  Meghalaya 
have borne w itness lo the 
many illegal activities that 
exist in our Slate. Wc have 
witnessed countless numbers 
o f  deaths due to illegal coal 
mining activities and arc also 
bearing  w itness to  deaths 
caused by illegal stone quar­
rying. Wc arc witnessing the 
da ngers ou r environm ent 
is undergoing  bccausc  o f  
such activities, wondering 
w hen wc will gel respite. 
Ironically, the governments 
then and  the governm ent 
now speak o f  curbing this 
mcnacc. but as with illegal 
coal m ining, the people o f  
Meghalaya can only look to 
the interv ention o f  the H on­
ourable High Court to book 
the real culprits and save our 
beautiful state.

Yours etc., 
Pynshngain Lyndcm.

Shillong -  22

Coal-based 
thermal 

plants for 
Meghalaya?
Fditor.
Should the governm ent 

set up a Thermal Power Plant 
that is powered by coal?

M eghalaya produces 5 
lakh million to 8 lakh million 
tonnes o f  coal every year. A 
T herm al Povcr Plant can 
generate 100(1 kilowatt hours 
o f  c lcctricit*  on less than 
400 kgs o f  co il. ITiat is 5000 
units from 2 tonnes o f  coal. 
With the rich amount o f  coal 
in the state, (lie government 
should invcs in a Thermal 
Power Plant and streamline 
a scientific and safe mining 
protocol.

M eghalaya  c o n su m es  
less than 400 m illion units 
o f  electricity per year. This 
would hypotletically require 
160000 tonnes o f  coal a year. 
For a state that produces 5 
lakh million to 8 lakh million 
tonnes o f  coa a year, there is 
no dearth o f  fjel for Thermal 
Power Plants.

For comparison, the cost 
o f  setting up I MW capacity 
Thermal Plant is around Rs 4 
crorc while the cost o f  build­
ing I MW  capacity Hydcl 
Dam is around Rs. 7 crorc. 
A I MW T herm al pow er 
plant would generate around 
4000 units c f  e lectricity a 
day. which ie around 1.-16 
million units per year. That

would generate  a revenue 
o f  around Rs. 53.29,000 per 
year ( if  my calculations are 
more o r less corrcct). In fact. 
Indian Thermal Power Plants 
arc the 5th most profitable in 
the world.

The only impediment to 
such an undertaking would 
be the policies o f  the Climate 
Change Alarmists, such as 
the unreasonably expensive 
costofloan  towards ‘thermal 
Power Plant projects.

O ne way o f  tak ing  up 
such an undertaking would 
be through a joint venture be­
tween the State Government 
and a PS I like the National 
Thermal Power C orporation 
Ltd. For example, if  the State 
Government and a  PSU such 
as the N T PC  un d ertak es 
a  jo in t venture for a 1000 
MW Thermal Plant, the state 
could get free energy out o f  
280  M W  capacity , which 
w ill be  enough to meet its 
in ternal pow er consum p­
tion. There can also be an 
agreement where a party, like 
NTPC can break even in X 
years, and continue operat­
ing for Y yean*, until the state 
government can acquire the 
project successfully.

Yours etc., 
Kitdor H. Blah.

Shillong

Political
matrix

Fditor.
W hen I was fo ra  brief pe­

riod with Satyam Computers 
a global corporate at Cyber­
city, H yderabad before the 
Satyam scandal occurred, we 
learnt the six sigma certifica­
tion theory that management 
graduates who are studying 
corporate business will un­
derstand. This requires a  lot 
o f  critical benchmarks and a 
set o f  quality parameters that 
should be met and delivered 
to improve basinesscs across 
a wide spectrum. The present 
NPP led-govcmmcnt which 
looks like a classic juggler 
busy ju g g lin g  every th ing  
with caution and proactivc- 
n css is som eth ing  w hich 
even  political critics have 
taken note of)' and I would 
say the present CM has to a 
certain extent translated his 
visionary ideas into action. 
The application o f  the six 
sigma concept in governance 
could thus help improve the 
delivery system via a robust 
monitoring mechanism thus 
ensuring that the remotest 
hamlet is able to be rcachcd 
out those in authority. This 
effort w ould be am plified 
at the community level and 
a t the government level as 
well.

Yours ctc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar.

Via email

A rticles and letters ap ­
p earing  on  th is  page are  
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
a u th o rs  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

Secularism : Need 
to reaffirm it

By D. V. Kumar
Secularism as a nonnative 

ideal is clcarly under enor­
mous strain in the context 
o f  systematic and organised 
attem pts to cause com m u­
nal polarisation. The recent 
incidents o f communal vio- 
Icikc in difcrcnt parts o f  the 
country o r the occasion o f 
religious festivals have put 
further sir:in  on secularism 
as a great organising prin­
ciple in a irulti-religious and 
multi-cultural socicty like 
ours. Such incidents raise a 
number o f  questions, one o f 
which is whether secularism 
as an ethical and moral prin­
ciple completely exhausted 
its possibilities.

The tallest leaders o f  the 
freedom  struggle, Gandhi 
and N chm had tremendous 
faith in the viability o f  sccu-

gious wars.
The sccond conccption o f  

secularism, which is essen­
tially what Gandhi strongly 
believed in and which found 
its way in our Constitution, 
refers to  equal rcspcct o f  
all religions. The state shall 
not promote o r privi lege one 
religion over the others and 
freedom to practise and fol­
low any religion is a  funda­
mental right. The state shall 
maintain cquidistancc from 
all religions. This conccption 
o f  religion is eminently suit­
able in a context like India 
where religious diversity has 
been an organic feature o f  its 
social and cultural history 
and which is what religious 
communities should appro­
priate and push hard for a 
better India. Tlic equal moral

“/  want to argue that secularism can 
still become a  poten t fo rce  provided it 

I s  em braced a nd  pushed  hard by d i fferent 
religious communities themselves in India in 
their daily civic lives as a  normative ideal. 
They should com e fo rw a rd  an d  appropriate 
secularism with its imaginative possibilities 

f o r  ensuring com munal peace an d  harmony. 
The hope lies with civil society organisations 

o f  different religious groups in prom oting and  
strengthening the principle o f  secularism as 
a  counier to attempts to polarise the society 

along com m unal lines. ”

larism both as a  principle 
and practic; in tackling com­
munal tens ons. But now it is 
argued by many that we can 
no longer count on secular­
ism bccausc it has become 
eno rm ous ly  w eaker a s  a 
binding force which it was 
supposed io be in a multi- 
religious socicty like ours. I 
want to argue that secularism 
can  still become a  potent 
force provijed it is embraced 
and pushed hard by differ­
ent religicus com m unities 
themselves in India in their 
daily civic lives as a norma­
tive ideal. They should comc 
forw ard  and a p p ro p ria te  
secularism w ith its imagina­
tive possibilities for ensur­
ing  conn runa l pcacc and  
harmony. The hope lies with 
civil society organisations o f 
different religious groups in 
promoting xnd strengthening 
the principle o f  secularism 
as a c o uncr to attem pts to 
polarise  the socicty along 
communal lines.

A shu to sh  V arshncy, a 
noted poli ical scientist ar­
gued long ago, on the basis 
o f  a w ell-know n study  o f  
som e c itic s in India  that 
w herever there are strong 
pre-existing civic tics among 
religious communities, the 
possibilities o f  com m unal 
violence are drastically rc­
duccd and even if  there arc 
some scattered incidents o f  
com m unal v io lence  they 
can be controlled relatively 
easily. For this to  happen, it 
is important that civil socicty 
organisations belonging to 
d ifferen t religious groups 
adhere to secularism  as a 
great ethical and normative 
principle.

But whit is secularism?
Rm.irlly iKt «* an ' tw o rnn-
ccptions of secularism. The 
first one rcrcrs to  the separa­
tion between the state and 
C'hurch/rcSgion, a conccp­
tion w hichdcvctopcd in Eu­
rope in a ca ta in  context. 'Hie 
contcxt was one o f  religious 
hom ogcnisation w hen the 
dom inant Church /re lig ion  
persecuted and subjugated 
adherents .if non-dominant 
religions ir  wars o f  religion. 
It later on began to meddle in 
the affairs o f the state w hich 
proved to  x* quite irksome 
for the effective function­
ing o f  the state. The state 
w as duty-bound to ensure 
freedom and equality for its 
citizens which was becom­
ing difficult in  the contcxt 
o f  the in terference o f  the 
dom inant Church. T his is 
w hen this idea o f  secular­
ism i.c separation between 
the state and Church began 
to  be artiailatcd and prac­
tised . Thi» conccption  o f  
secularism did not have to 
worry aboat engaging with 
religious civersity as there 
remained o ily  one dominant 
C h u rc h /rd  ig ion  as o the r 
non -dominant religions were 
a lready liquidated in  re li­

w orth o f  a ll religions w as 
repeatedly emphasised by 
Gandhi. In his ow n words, 
'India is perhaps one nation 
in  the ancicnt world which 
had rccogniscd cultural d e ­
mocracy. whereby it is held 
that the roads to one and 
same G od arc many, but the 
goal w as one. bccausc God 
w as one  and  the sam e. In 
fact, the roads arc as many 
as there arc individuals in
the  w orld ......T he va rious
religions were as so many 
leaves o f  a tree; they might 
seem  d ifferen t but a t the 
trunk they arc one '. Gandhi 
w as aghast at the thought o r  
one religion dominating over 
o th e r religions. H ow ever, 
some would argue that Gan­
dhi had strategic consider­
a tions when he talked about 
the equal moral worth o f  all 
religions as he w as trying 
to  keep d ifferent religious 
c o m m u n ities  toge ther in 
the light against the British 
rule. But this is far from tntc. 
He had a deep conviction 
in the belief that there may 
be d ifferen t relig ions but 
the  ultim ate Truth is  one. 
He argued that Ram. Allah 
and Truth refer to the same 
entity. Attack on somebody 
c lsc 's  god is an a ttack on 
one's own. No culture denies 
the reality o fgodsofanothcr 
culture but finds w ays o f  ac­
commodating them. Gandhi 
made a strong plea to the 
re lig ious c om m un ities  lo 
maintain com m unal peace 
and harmony themselves and 
ensure that there is pcaccful 
co-existence o f  all religious 
groups, which for him is the 
very essence o f  secularism. 
For him one's religious iden­
tity is not premised on the 
negation o f  other religious 
identities. Being a Hindu is 
not being anti-Muslim and 
vice versa.

In fact. India's popular 
com posite  culture  cannot 
simply be visualised without 
Mohammad Rail. A. R. Rah­
man, Lata Mangcshkar and 
scores o f  others who belong 
to  different religions, a fact 
which is conveniently  ig­
nored in tim es o f  communal 
polarisation. G andhi would 
certainly not have approved 
the deletion o f  parts o f  his­
tory from school tcxt-books 
in an attempt to invisibilisc 
a whole religious com m u­
nity. It is a  different matter 
tha t c onstan t invocations 
o f  religion a re  politically  
expedient as they serve the 
purpose o f  distracting atten­
tion from the pressing issues 
o f  the day. But in the process 
the  very idea o f  India a s 
democratic, secular and just 
is endangered. T herefore, 
it is all the more necessary 
that we recover and reaffirm 
secularism which recognises 
equal moral worth o f  every 
religious group.

ID. V. Kumar is Professor. 
D ept o f  Sociology. NEHU. 
Shillong)
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Atiq Ahmad Killing: Rule 
of Law not religion matters

“ Success is the sum o f  small efforts 
-  repeated day in and day out.”

—  R obert C o llier

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
\ l I v i  m  miii 11>n(.. s \11 up w  m*kii

Nothing permanent in politics
SHORN o f all hyperbole and virtuosity, politics is 
nothing but the struggle for power. That power is in­
creasingly being used, not to bring about any change 
in the lives of people but to feather personal nests 
while ensuring dial a semblance o f development also 
happens. It is a trial by fire for any political party to 
remain outside the power circuit for too long. The 
Congress has been out o f circulation in the power 
corridors o f Meghalaya for the last five years. In 
between 12 Congress MLAs left the Party and joined 
the Trinamool Congress (TMC). One among those 
joined the BJP and contested the elections from the 
Party. It is ultimately the quest for power that fires 
peoples’ ambitbns to be in politics. It is ironic that 
while different parties profess different ideologies 
and interests and tear at each other during the elec­
tions, they have no qualms o f changing uniforms 
once the elections arc over and sometimes even 
before elections begin.

The imUu cof politics is such lhai MLAs belonging 
to the Opposition parties arc starved o f development 
funds although lhat should not be the case. It is also 
true that a Constituency that elects a Chief Minister 
is the largest bereficiary. It happened when Dr Mukul 
Sangma was Chief Minister and representing Am- 
pati. Most development funds went to service that 
Constituency much to the chagrin of other MLAs. 
It is the same now with South Tura which has got a 
huge facelift. At the end ofthc day, ideology and all 
the virtues associated with that ideology have limited 
appeal once elections are over and people begin to 
demand the fruits of development. It is for this rea­
son that in Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh there 
have been occasions when the entire Opposition has 
switched over to the ruling side. They actually know 
which side o f the bread is buttered.

Hence the speculations that the TMC MLAs might 
eventually incite with the BJP may not be entirely 
wrong. Mukul Sangma is a factor to reckon with in 
the Garo Hills and if he and his team were to join the 
BJP, it might benefit the saffron party and raise its 
stature in a State where it has been struggling for a 
toehold for a very long time. Again the assumptions 
that NPP Chief Conrad Sangma would petition the 
NEDA Chief, 1 limanta Biswa Sanna to short-circuit 
Mukul Sangma’s plans might ultimately not work. 
The BJP would look at the larger interests o f the 
Party and if  Mu<ul Sangma can take it a few notches 
higher especially in the Garo Hills, the national lead­
ership would not brook dissent to the game-plan. For 
now it’s a wait and watch game.

By Raj deep Sardesai

Karnataka Elections

Dissent 
badgering BJP?

By Sagarneel Sinha

le t te r s  to  the E d ito r

Lights Out: 
How load 

-shedding is 
disrupting 

everyday lives
Editor,
In today 's day and  age. 

our lives depend on electric­
ity for every minor thing. It 
is a vital component, pow er­
ing our homes, businesses, 
schools, hospitals, and  so 
on. Every one of us needs 
e lec tricity  to  m ake use o f  
our phones, laptops, cook­
ing  ap p lian c es , and even  
our W i-Fi

H ow ever, recently, ju s t 
like  in  the  past years, we 
are again suffering the brunt 
o f  load-shedding which has 
been going  on for the last 
few weeks. T he disruption 
caused  by  load -shedd ing  
is s ig n ific a n t ly  a ffec tin g  
us especially  now that the 
scorch ing  sum m er heat is 
m ak in g  it u n b e a rab le  to  
su rv ive  w ith o u t u tiliz ing  
fans and A Cs. Many o f  us 
who com e from middle-class 
families, unfortu lately, do 
not have the financial ab il­
ity  and  c apacity  to  afford  
inverters in ou r homes. But. 
with the current scenario o f  
M eghalaya, and ti e ongoing 
load-shedding crisis that has 
been plaguing our state for 
the last few  yean , it seems 
like  investing  in  inverters 
is going to be  the next thing 
that will burn a hole in our 
pockets.

A n o th e r  th ing  to  no te  
is the unpredictable load ­
shedding tim ings that have 
been allotted. Power shu t­
down during the day makes 
it d ifficult for u s to go about
perform ing our (Lily activi­
ties as without electricity we 
can neither work i i the com ­
fort o f  our own tom es nor

in the comfort o f  ou r cabins 
in the ofliccs and not in the 
c lassroom s in schools that 
a rc  now using digital modes 
o f  teaching. The scorching 
heat o f  sum m er becomes un­
bearable during the day as it 
could be windy outside, but 
humid indoors, and without 
electricity the  usage o f  fans 
becom es an im possibility . 
Load shedding has the great­
est impact at night which 
is  w hen m ost unfortunate  
events take place. The pow er 
shutdow n from midnight to 
5 AM every morning gives a 
good window for thefts and 
robberies to take place w ith 
very minimal chance o f  b e ­
ing caught, a s people would
have mostly gone to bed, and 
CC TVs would not be func­
tional. Com ing from a placc 
known to have areas with a 
large population o f  young 
peop le  involved  in  ill ic it 
activities likctaking drugs, it 
would not be a surprise i f  this 
too  sees an increase, as areas 
w ithout reliable e lectricity  
have becom e hideouts for 
such young people.

T he plague o f  load-shed- 
d ing  is severely  a ffec ting  
us businesses , schools, 
o fficcs, and  hom es, and  it 
is  an irony that up to  today, 
the re  is  no p roper, lo n g ­
term solution that has been 
th o u g h t o f  to  ta ck le  th is  
c r is is .  P a s t g o v e rn m e n ts  
have gone, the present gov­
ernment is here. Tlie McECL 
is  drain ing  its accounts to  
buy e lectricity  but is there 
really nothing e lse that the 
Pow er D epartm ent can  do 
o the r than d rain ing  a ll its 
resources (accounts) and tak- 
ing loans and grants to  clear 
ou t the debts that a re  still 
due up to date. Those w ho sit 
well enough in the comforts 
o f  their hom es and  offices 
with A Cs and iiivcilCis and 
w ithou t h av ing  to  w orry  
m uch about the prob lem s 
tha t load -shedd ing  brings

In U ttar Pradesh’s notori­
ous gang wars, even crim e 
is seen through the prism o f  
caste and community. W hich 
is why the sharply polarized 
reactions to  the  k illing  o f  
crim inal-politician Atiq A h­
mad and his brother A shraf 
in police custody and in the 
full glare o f  live tv  cameras 
by *Jai Shri Ram ' chanting 
assassins should com e as no 
surprise. W hile senior BJP 
ministers in UP have defend­
ed the cold blooded murder 
as ‘karmic’ retribution, oppo­
sition leaders have been just 
as strident in their denuncia­
tion o f  the Yogi A dityanath 
g o v ernm en t. A IM IM  M P 
Asaduddin O w aisicven went 
as  far a s  likening the case 
to  the gruesom e m urder o f  
Ehsan Jafri during the 2002 
Gujarat riots. The celebratory 
note struck by right wing in­
ternet Hindu groups on social 
media is deeply troubling: 
is A tiq’s  m urder in brazen 
violation o f  the rule o f  law 
justified because he is a  mafia 
leader who happens to also 
be a Muslim?

A tiq ’s p ro je c tio n  a s  a 
’M uslim’ gangster is not an 
exception . In 2020, w hen 
gangster Vikas D ubey was 
killed in an ’encounter’ with 
the UP policc. social media 
narratives revolved around 
an elem ent o f  Brahmin pride 
and  victim hood. T he Yogi 
gove rn m e n t then w as a t ­
tacked for killing a 'B rahm in 
Bahubali’ (strongman). The 
Yogi governm ent, in fact, 
has been routinely accused o f  
being partial to Tliakur gang 
leaders, with the Samajwadi 
party media ccll even com ­
ing up with a list o f  alleged 
crim inals who arc reportedly 
flourishing only because they 
belong to the sam e caste as 
the ch ief minister.

T h e  B ra h m in  v e r s u s  
T hakur gang r iv a lrie s  a re  
not new  in Purvanchal o r 
eastern U ttar Pradesh. N or 
are the M uslim versus 1 lindu 
gang battles. In the 1980s. 
Gorakhpur w as the epicenter
of an infamous gang war 
between ’Brahm in’don Hari 
Shankar T iwari and Tliakur 
’don’ Vircndra Pratap Shahi. 
While Shahi w as murdered 
in 1997, T iw ari probably 
the first politician to win an 
election from ja il went on 
to becom e a key m in is te r  
in several UP governm ents

along w ith it. w ould prob­
ab ly  never understand the 
plight that we. the common 
people have to go through on 
a daily basis.

Yours etc..
Cassandra G atphoh.
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An eve 
-opening book 
from Shillong

Editor.
The book is written by a 

fine w riter Salil Gcw ali o f  
Shillong. M eghalaya. India. 
G ew alli is know n for h is 
research on Indian wisdom. 
H is acclaim ed book G reat 
Minds on India, which I read 
on my Kindle • the Penguin 
edition, some months hack, is 
getting known more around 
the w orld  each  year. T he 
book inspired me. broaden­
ing  m y ou tlook. It helped 
me see just how much I and 
so  many others arc missing 
in our knowledge o f  history 
and understanding w hat has 
come before us and that so 
much o f  it has com e from 
India.

As a journalist from Penn­
sylvania. 1 believe Gewali's 
Great M indson India will be 
instrum ental in raising the 
pride o f  India from global 
pe rsp e ctiv e . It im m en se ­
ly  c o n trib u te s  to  ra is in g  
awareness about the deeper 
truths o f  ancient India's liter- 
ary w isdom  and  sc ientific  
knowledge. Premised on the 
opinions o f  top intellectuals 
such a s F. Voltairc. Fredrich 
Hegel. Arthur Schopenhauer, 
Ralph Emerson. Henry Tho- 
rcau. A lbert Einstein. Julius 
O ppcnheim cr. W. H eisen­
b e rg . N ie ls  B oh r, E rw in  
Schrodingcr, TS Eliot. Mark 
Tw ain, to  name a few. the 
book is cyc-opcning . It is 
incredible that these Western 
scholars praised India for its

cu tting  acros* pa rty  lines. 
Likewise the war in the Vara- 
nasi-Ghazipur belt between 
M ukhtar Ansari and Brijesh 
Singh gangs. t>oth again led 
by  crim inals turned politi­
c ian s, has assum ed a d is ­
tinct M uslim versus Hindu 
character. Singh's support­
ers even branding him  as a 
’desh-bhakt'don.

What explains this unique 
c a s te , com m un ity , c rim e  
and  po litics nexus in UP? 
Rew ind to  t ie  la te  1980s 
a s  the  Congress be g an  to 
decline  in  U ? in  the  face  
o f  the M andal-M andir twin 
challenge. Between 1993 and 
2 0 17. UP only threw up one 
sing le  party  majority gov­
ernment the M ayawati-led 
Bahujan Sam;* party in 2007 
: for alm ost a quarter o f  a

century, unstable coalitions 
w ere  the norm. Every scat 
mattered and  ’w innability ’ 
mattered above all else. The 
crim inal dons had the clout 
and  resource* to w in seats 
in their areas o f  influence, 
often even when contesting 
as independents. W here once 
the criminals were dependent 
on politicians for patronage, 
rickety coalitions ensured a 
role reversal: iround a third 
o f  U P’s MLAs had criminal 
cases  against them  in the 
1990s. Secondly, the ag ­
gressive ‘M andalisation’ o f  
politics where ;asie identities 
determined voing  preferenc­
es meant that political parties 
w ere  constan tly  search ing  
for m asco ts o f  key castc  
groups. A carte badge was 
more important than a char­
acter or education certificate. 
For exam ple, when ’Bandit 
Q u ee n ' Phoo an D evi w as 
g iven  a Lok Sabha ticket 
from  the  Sam ajw adi party  
(S P ) in 1996. he r M allah  
o r  fisherfolk caste identity

highly advanced knowledge 
not know n to the  W estern 
w orld un til the tw en tie th  
century.

I And it no less intriguing 
that there is i  statue o f  Na- 
taraja a t CERN in G eneva, 
the depiction o f  Lord Shiva 
w ho perform s h is cosm ic  
dancc  destroy ing  the un i­
verse so that ii may be  reborn 
as a new creation. Tlie statue 
is the symbolic explanation 
o f th c  Big B a ig  that science 
believes start:d our current 
universe. A modem theory 
yet depicted 1000s o f  years 
ago  in Indian philosophy. 
The sta tue  w as donated to 
CERN by the Indian G ov­
ernment and was welcomed
with joy by th* scientists that 
do their work there.

A G od or Spiritual being 
at such a holy place o f  sc i­
ence? A place w hen: math 
and physics arc the deities? 
Science exists for one rea­
son. It exists a s  a tool for 
man to  leam  how  and why 
things work. I: exists for man 
to unravel how everything 
is entw ined, interconnected, 
and  e ffec ts and in fluences 
each atom o f  existence. The 
ancient texts o f  India speak 
o f  all o f  this. An American 
physicist Friljof Capra has 
w ritte n  a b eau tifu l book

T he T ao o f  P hys ics  to 
explain the a rd e n t thoughts 
vis-a-vis modem findings.

W ithout the num ber sys­
tem  o f  India the w orld o f  
science would not have made 
any progress.

V olta ire. P icrrc-S im on  
Laplace, and Albert Einstein 
a rc  a ll praised for India's 
mathematical contributions.

G ew ali's goal is to  en ­
lighten the ciiizcns o f  India 
about their intellectual heri­
tage. I applaud his w ork, his 
dream and his mission. The 
people o f  India dcscivc  to 
understand their rich he ri­
tage and  how it has influ­
enced so much o f  the modem

w as a crucial factor in her 
selection: the SP w as look­
ing to  widen its Yadav base 
to  inc lude  other backw ard 
castes. Phoolan , w ho w as 
later assassinated, w ent on to 
win her first election by more 
than 30.000 votes.

T hirdly, post the  Babri 
M asjid dem olition in 1992, 
religion became deeply en ­
twined with U P's coarsened 
vote bank po litics . W here 
once UP’s gangs were seen 
as ’secular' in their com po­
sition , the religious divide 
w as now acute. Each gang 
leader brought a long  with 
him the guarantee o f  their 
com m unity's vote. Mulayam 
Singh's Yadav-M uslim vote 
bank m eant tha t the  likes 
o f  Atiquc found refuge in 
the Sam ajw adi party, con­

testing  and  w inning on an 
SP ticket in 1996 from Al­
lahabad W est, having won 
twice previously as an inde­
pendent. A M ayaw ati, also 
com peting for the M uslim  
vote, made another crim inal 
strongman in Mukhtar Ansari 
her posterboy, calling him a 
‘mcssiah o f  the poor'. The 
BJP. in turn, provided space 
for the likes o f  Brij Bhush- 
an Sharan Singh, once  ac­
cused o f  sheltering Dawood 
Ibrahim 's aides. Ironically. 
D aw ood 's gang  too  w as a 
‘m ixed’ one until the  1993 
M umbai blasts divided the 
M umbai underworld too.

Finally. U P 's gang culture 
must also be located within 
the  p o lit ica l cco n o m y  o f  
the state, especially in Pur­
vanchal. A region beset with 
poverty and backw ardness, 
p r iv a te  e n tre p re n e u rsh ip  
has never rea lly  taken  o ff  
here. This has increased the 
dependence on state funding 
and  governm ent con tracts 
through political patronage.

w orld, a s c laim ed by John 
A rchibald W heeler, a man 
credited for popularizing the 
term "black hole". J. W heel­
e r a lso  co llab o ra ted  with 
Niels Bohr in explaining the 
fundam ental p rincip les o f  
nuclear fission.

I w ant to  add  to  it i f  I 
may. I believe G cw ali has 
hit on  a crucial p iece that 
otherwise would have been 
ignored by tlie general popu- 
lace. To me that is a crime. 
K now ledge, h is to ry  these 
arc mankind's real treasures. 
Gewali's book G reat M inds 
on India doubtlessly is a bril­
liant beacon o f  knowledge 
o f  the East. It is not just for 
Indians but all seekers s triv­
ing for an understanding of 
themselves, the worldview, 
and the interconnections o f  
everything in the  universe
—  the profound knowledge 
that the East first taught to 
the West, a s  underlined by 
the Nobel laureates and sc i­
entists, Erw in Schrodingcr 
and  N iels Bohr. Bohr was 
so impressed by the ancient 
texts he once disclosed. '1 go 
into Upanishads to ask ques­
tions'. David Henry Thorcau 
a lso  m ade a proclam ation 
th a t in  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  
ancient Indian know ledge. 
European literature  seem s 
puny and trivial.

I congratulate G cw ali on 
having h is book  approved 
by so m e  s c h o o ls  run  by 
N R Is in  V irg in ia . I w rite 
this letter in  the hope that it 
may inspire others to read it 
and see the connections that 
it explains. O ur university 
p rofessors read the quotes 
from the great minds listed 
a b o v e , n e v e r  e x p la in in g  
w hat inspired them. Gcwali 
docs, o thers o n ly  have  to 
read to  sec.

Yours etc., 
Pali ivk Van Roy

Ephrata, Pennsylvania.
USA

Mobile No: 7641835418

G u n s  a re  o ften  a v a ila b le  
more easily  than jo b s  and 
crim e is seen a s a lucrative 
form o f  illegal capital accu­
mulation. Kidnapping, extor­
tion. land grabbing: a paral­
lel econom y has revolved 
around the ’bahubalis’ and 
their political affiliations.

W h en  h e  f i r s t  c a m e  
to  p o w e r  in  2 0 1 7 , Yogi 
Adityanath vowed to finish 
this 'm afia raj': ‘agarapradh 
karcngc. toh thok diyc jay- 
cnge' ( if  they commit crimes, 
w e w ill knock them down) 
was the blunt message from a 
saffron-robed neta. ironically 
h im s e lf  o nce  a cc u scd  o f  
leading his ow n private vigi­
lante army. M ore recently, 
he w arned in the UP assem ­
bly that 'M aaliyao ko mitli 
mein mila dengc’ (w e will 
destroy  the mafias). These 
hard-h itting  one -liners are 
designed to boost h is tough 
on law and order ‘strongman" 
im age, a key fac tor in his 
re-election success last year. 
They have also provided a 
cover to the policc to  pursue 
with com plete impunity an 
‘enco u n te r r a j’ w here  the 
men in khaki have a licence 
to kill. The UP policc only- 
last week boasted o f  having 
gunned  dow n 183 a lleged 
c rim inals in the  coursc  o f  
nearly 11.000 encounters in 
the last six years.

This 'thok d o ' policy must 
surely have its limits. While 
A tiquc 's  killing  m ay yield 
political dividends in U P’s 
c o m m u n a lly  su rc h a rg e d  
m ilieu , it has dangerously 
short-circuitcd the crim inal 
justice  system. A s a feared 
ga n g ste r w ith  o v e r  a 100 
cases  against h im . A tiquc 
deserves no sympathy: he did 
deserve though, like anyone 
else. M uslim or Hindu, the 
assurance o f  due process.

Post-scrip t: At a media 
event last year, w hen Yogi 
Adityanath w as asked about 
gangster Vikas D ubey’s car 
m ysteriously  over-tu rn ing  
leading to him being killed 
in an encounter, the c h ic f
minister shrugged it o f f  by 
remarking ‘accidcntsdo hap­
pen '. The audience clapped. 
Is A tiquc's killing also to be  
seen as an ‘accident' and be 
sim ilarly celebrated?

(T h e  w r i te r  is  s e n io r  
journalist am i author, mail: 
ra jdeepsardesaiS 2 (u^m a  it. 
com)

Protest against 
Dalai Lama 

video
Editor
I am  w riting to  express 

my gratitude to  the Lumpar­
ing Buddhist M onastery for 
o rganiz ing  a  p raye r m eet­
ing to  p ro tes t the  a ttem pt 
to  de fa m e  IIII  the  D alai 
L am a th ro u g h  a  ta ilo red  
video. A lthough it is now  
known that this video w as 
concoctcd . w estern media 
is yet to correct its initial re ­
porting and unjust critiques 
o f  His Holiness. Given the 
wonders o f  technology, and
the |H>wet of ihc image, tiulh 
itself is a t stake these days. 
The desire to smear the ir ­
reproachable charactcr o f  a 
saint is bad enough. But to 
sink to a level as dirty and 
low as this doctored video, 
is truly blasphem ous. That 
his enemies had to stoop this 
low  proves how  pow erful 
and glorious His H oliness 
is. That he apologized to the 
child and  his family, despite 
being slandered, is proof o f  
the strength o f  his charactcr. 
In the end. innocence is  the 
best defence.

W hether Buddhist or not. 
w c are  fortunate to have in 
our m idst, a living saint as 
great a s  His Holiness. India 
is b lessed by h is powerful 
presence. A w ellspring  o f  
pure spirituality. His H oli­
ness illumines the darkest re­
cesses o f  human conscious­
ness. H is very presence  is 
uplifting.

Yours etc., 
Decpa Majumdar,

V ia em ail 

A rticles an d  le tte r; ap ­
p earin g  on  th is  p age  a re  
th e  v iew s o f  th e  w rite rs / 
a u th o r s  a n d  not th a t o f  
Tlte Shillong Times

K a rn a ta k a , th e  o n ly  
sou thern  S tate  w here  the  
BJP has been able  to come 
to power, will go to the polls 
on M ay 10. W hile it is try­
ing to c x p n d  its foothold in 
the Soutl' in the upcoming 
2024 Lok Sabha polls, the 
B JP  c a n 't  a ffo rd  to  lose  
K arnataka. H ow ever, not 
everything is  well w ithin the 
party in the state.

Its former C h ief M inister 
Jagadish shettar has left the 
pa rty  a s  he w as den ied  a 
ticket and jo ined  the C on­
gress, which has nominated 
him  lrorr his old H abbali- 
Dharw ad seat. T his com es 
just days after former Dep­
uty Chief M inister Laxman 
Savadi too quit, and joined 
the Congress, for the same 
reason, denial o f  a ticket.

T he desertion o f  tw o se ­
nior pnn> leaders like She!- 
ta r and S : vadi docs indicate 
that the BJP may not be as 
confidciv as it appears to 
be. W hat m akes their deser­
tion critical is that both arc 
from  the L ingayat c o m ­
munity. which is one o f  the 
influential communities and 
accounts for around 17%  o f  
the state population. Out o f  
the 224 saits, the community 
influcncc> around 100-odd 
constituencies and has been 
the sa tfroi party 's backbone 
in  this southern state.

The BJP’s tallest leader 
is  BS Y cdiyurappa, w ho 
co m es from the  L ingayat 
community. It was his magic 
that madcthc BJP thc  single- 
la rgest party in  the  2008 
A ssem bly polls . A lthough 
it fell short o f  three seats, 
the party w as able  to  form 
its first government in the 
State  wiih the help o f  in ­
dependents. However, later 
Y cdiyurappa left the BJP 
and  formed h is ow n party. 
K arnataka  Janata  Paksha  
(K JP) and a s a result, the 
saffron party lost badly the 
2013 Assembly polls. But 
Ycdiyurappa was back into 
the party fold after Narendra 
M odi nunaged to  convince 
him to return before the 2014 
Lok Sabhi polls. In the 2018 
Assembly, the BJP emerged 
as  the single largest party, 
but the  Congress and Janata 
Dal (Seeilar) cam e together 
to  keep  it o u t o f  pow er. 
This combination, however, 
d idn’t last long and the BJP 
government backcd b y  reb­
els o f  JI);S) and Congress, 
w as back with Ycdiyurappa 
being agiin  C hicf M inister 
in  July 2C19.

Ageing Ycdiyurappa in 
h is fourth stint leaned heav­
ily  on his second  son BY 
V ijayend'a and  this d idn 't 
go  well with many within 
the  party. V ijaycndra w as 
du b b e d  ihc ’’su p e r C M ” . 
With allegations o f  nepotism 
an d  age  no t on h is s id e , 
in  Ju ly  2021. the p a rty 's  
ccntral leadership removed 
him  from the post and made 
Basavaraj Bommai, another 
Lingayat leader, the C h ief 
M inister. H ow ever. B om ­
mai. who was once with the 
Janata I).-1, failed to fill the 
space  o f  Y cdiyurappa. O n 
the  other hand, to  p lacate 
Y cdiyurappa. last y ear he 
w as inducted into the party's 
p a rliam en ta ry  b oa rd , the 
h ig h e s t de c is io n -m a k in g  
body. T his w as a lso  done 
keeping in m ind the senti­
m ents o f  the Lingayat com ­
munity.

With less than a month 
aw ay frcm  the  po lls , the  
BJP. facing anti-incumbency 
a lo n g  with a  rejuvenated  
C ongress , has f ie lded  82 
new face*. T his means that 
m ore than one-third o f  its 
candidates arc n cw oncsand  
this is dorc  to  lessen the fac­
to r o f  anti-incumbency a 
strategy fiat worked well in 
Gujarat.

However, in Karnataka, 
so far it doesn’t seem  to have 
clicked ir the w ay the party 
had expected. T his became 
evident when a form er ch icf 
minister and a former deputy 
c h ie f  minister left the party 
a f te r  fee ling  h u m ilia ted . 
T rue that there is a need for 
new faces, but this doesn 't 
m ean that the o ld  leaders 
should be forced to vacate 
the ir seat*. T his should be 
properly com m unicatcd to

the se n io r le ad e rs  by the 
leadersh ip  o f  the party. It 
seem s this w asn’t done.

W ith the  rise  o f  M odi 
along  w ith  h is  righ t-hand  
man Amit Shah in the BJP. 
the party has gone through a 
change. It has been alleged 
that the party command has 
bccom c m ore  ccn tra liscd  
and is preventing the party 
from having more dialogue 
within itself. There is a belief 
that the decisions o f  Modi- 
Shah should be  acccptcd by 
everyone. T he BJP. which 
has alw ays a ttacked  C on ­
gress for its centralisation 
o f  pow er around die Gandhi 
family, is ironically now do ­
ing the same.

W ho made Bommai the 
C hief M inister”? It was the 
c cn tra l le a d e rsh ip . T hen  
w hy blam e only B om m ai 
fo r th e  a n ti- in cu m b cn c y  
alone? Isn 't the ccntral BJP 
leadership also responsible 
for the current situation in 
K arnataka? T his w as seen 
in Tripura too. It w as B JP’s 
c cn tra l le ad e rsh ip  w hich  
se lec ted B iplab D eb a fte r  
the party cam e to pow er for 
the first tim e in 2018. A l­
legations a fte r  a llegations 
by party leaders w ere made 
against Deb for not taking 
them  in to  c on fidence  but 
the pa rty 's  ccntral leader­
sh ip  stood by him. It w as 
only w hen the party  cam e 
to know  the ground reality, 
it replaced Deb with Manik 
Saha. In the  T rip u ra  A s­
sembly elections held early 
this year. BJP w as able to 
win the State narrowly with 
a reduced vote  share. T he 
state leadership w as largely 
blam ed. T rue it had m ade 
its ow n mistakes but impor­
tantly the central leadership 
w asn 't blam ed which took 
a long tim e to  take timely 
action against Deb.

T h e  fac t is  tha t under 
the new  BJP, the  ccn tra l 
leadership largely e scapes 
the blam e, and it’s laid on 
the leaders at the state level. 
H ie  reality is that there has 
been erosion o f  the internal 
democracy within the party. 
Last year. NitinG adkari. one 
o f  the most popular minis­
ters in M odi's cabinet, and 
Shivraj C hauhan. M adhya 
Pradesh C hicf Minister and a 
contemporary o f  Modi, were 
rem oved  from the  pa rty 's  
parliamentary board. W asn't 
that indicating that this is 
the e ra  o f  M odi-Shah? It 
is a lso  sa id  tha t the  team  
d o e sn 't  le t strong  leaders 
em erge a t the state levels, 
although this doesn 't seem to 
be entirely true as there arc 
exam ples o f  C hicf M inister 
Yogi A d ityanath  in U tta r 
Pradesh and his counterpart 
in A ssam  H im anta Bisw a 
Sarma. w ho also looks after 
the entire northeast.

But there is a tendency to 
fight every election, includ­
ing sta te  polls , in M od i's  
name this w as done by 
the party  recently in Tripura 
to battle  anti-incum bcncy. 
In Karnataka too. the party 
is  d e fin i te ly  b a n k in g  on 
the M odi card to  w in the 
e lec tions. Prim e M inister 
M odi rem ains p o p u la r in 
the State due to  his govern­
m ent 's  w elfa re  schcm cs. 
T his was evident in the last 
2 0 l9 d c e tio n s  w hen the BJP 
sw ept th is  sou thern  State 
even though there w as an 
alliancc betw een Congress 
and JD(S).

H ow ever, the  question  
th e  pa rty  needs to  ask  is 
- f o r  how long w ill it d e ­
pend on Modi to w in even 
a state election? Isn 't this a 
failure o f  the party 's ccntral 
leadership to create a new 
credible leadership in Karna­
taka? BJP a lw ays mocks its 
arch-rival Congress, which 
also once upon a tim e won 
elections repeatedly despite 
an ti- incum bcncy  in  S tate  
after State. But look at the 
present status o f  the  grand 
old party across the country. 
Barring  a  few  States like  
Karnataka, it is in shambles

and one  o f  the reasons is 
too much centralisation o f  
power. The saffron party has 
alw ays proudly claim ed that 
it is a party with a diffcrcncc 
but today it is following the 
same path o f  Congress. Will 
changcs em erge? — IN  I'A

"A caste badge was more important titan 
a character or education certificate. For example.

when 'Bandit Queen ’Phoolan Devi was given 
a Lok Sabha ticket from  the Samajwadi parly (SP) 

in 1996. for Mallah or fisherfolk caste identity 
was a crucial factor in her selection: the SP was 
looking to widen its Yadav base to include other 

backwanl castes. ”
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Adopt a giver’s mindset: Lessons from biz coach
By V ish n u  M a k h ija n i

A u th o r ,  b u s in e s s  c o a c h ,  a n d  g lo b a l  s t r a t e ­
g is t  M a n o j G u rs a h a n i  b e l i e v e s  th e  o n ly  
w a y  f o rw a rd  in  th e  m o d e rn  w o r ld  i s  to  

c h a n g e  y o u r  le n s  f ro m  a t r a n s a c t io n a l  m in d s e t  
th a t lo o k s  fo r  ivhat o th e r s  c a n  d o  fo r  y o u  to  o n e  
o f  g e n e r o s i ty .

" A d o p t  a g iv e r 's  m in d s e t  a n d  th is  a lo n e  w ill 
c h a n g e  y o u r  lif e  a n d  o p e n  d o o r s  to  u n im a g in a b le  
a b u n d a n c e  a n d  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ."  G u rs a h a n i .  a u th o r  
o f  ‘T h e  H um ari C o n n e c t* , to ld  I A N S  in  an  i n t e r ­
v ie w  a b o u t  h i s  d e b u t  b o o k  th a t  d e t a i l s  th e  s e c r e t s  
o f  e f f e c t iv e  n e tw o rk in g  d ra w n  f ro m  h is  v a s t  a n d  
d iv e r s e  e x p e r ie n c e  a c r o s s  th e  g lo b a l  b u s in e s s  
la n d s c a p e .

" T h is  is  n o t  a l a b o r i o u s  r e a d  bu t r e le v a n t  to  
c u r r e n t  t im e s  w h e re  le s s  i s  m o re . It h a s  e a s y - to -  
f o l lo w , r c la ta b le ,  p r a c t i c a l  t i p s  a n d  a n e c d o te s  
th a t  w il l  r e s o n a te  w ith  y o u  a n d  o f f e r  g u id a n c e  
th a t I w ish  s o m e o n e  h a d  e x te n d e d  to  m e  w h e n  I 
w as  ju s t  s ta r t in g  o u t.

"1 h o p e  th a t  it w ill  h e lp  e v e r y  r e a d e r  w h o  p ic k s  
it  up  to  h a v e  d e e p e r  p e rs o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s s io n a l  
r e la t io n s h i p s ,  c re a te  th e  b lu e p r in t  o f  a s u c c e s s ­
fu l.  in s p i re d ,  e n r ic h e d  l i f e  a n d  b u i ld  a th r iv in g  
b u s in e s s , "  a d d e d  G u r s a h a n i ,  w h o  a ls o  a d v is e s  
v a r io u s  c o rp o r a t e s  o n  m e rg e r s  a n d  a c q u is i t io n s  
a c r o s s  th e  w o rld .

" T h e  b o o k  is m y  w ay  o f  r e a c h in g  o u t  to  y o u n g  
I n d ia n s  w h o  a re  c o m p le t e ly  o v e r w h e l m e d  by  
te c h n o lo g y  a n d  s o c ia l  m e d ia  a n d  h a v e  lo s t  an 
o r g a n ic  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  w o rld . I w a n te d  to  
r e m in d  th e m  o f  th e  b e a u ty  o f  s y n e rg y  o v e r  c o m ­
p e t i t iv e n e s s  arid w a s  i n s p i re d  to  c h a n g c  th e  le n s  
o f  t r a n s a c t io n a l  n e tw o rk in g  w h ic h  is  a w e s te r n  
c o n c e p t .

" T h is  b o o k  e x p a n d s  o n  th e  id e a  o f  'G iv i n g ',  
w h ic h  i s  a n o th e r  fo rm  o f  r e c e iv in g  a n d  c a n  be  
m o re  f u l f i l l i n g  th a n  j u s t  d o in g  s o m e th in g  f o r  
s o m e o n e  w ith  a v e s te d  in te r e s t ."  G u rs a h a n i  e x ­
p la in e d .

T h a t  e x p la in s  th e  i n s p i r a t io n  b e h in d  w r i t in g  
th e  b o o k .

" T h e  q u e s t  to  f in d  th e  k e y  to  a h a p p y  l i f e  le d  
m e to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t m e a n in g fu l r e la t io n s h ip s ,  i f  
n u r tu r e d  a n d  s u s ta in e d  o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  tim e , c an  
e m p o w e r  o u r  p e rs o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s s io n a l  j o u r n e y  
a n d  h e lp  u s to  g r o w  in  u n im a g in a b ly  e n r ic h in g  
w a y s . T h is  is  th e  th o u g h t  th a t  l ie s  a t  th e  c o re  o f  
th is  b o o k .

" W h e n  I s ta r te d  r e s e a r c h i n g  th e  s u b je c t  o f
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n e tw o rk in g .  I f ig u r e d  th a t  m o s t  o f  th e  b o o k s  w e  
h a v e  in  f a c t  a p p ro a c h  n e tw o rk in g  fro m  a t r a n s ­
a c t io n a l  m in d s e t  o f  'Y o u  s c r a tc h  m y b a c k  a n d  
I w il l  s c r a tc h  y o u r s '.  I w a n te d  to  c h a n g c  th is  
n a r r a t iv e  a n d  a p p ro a c h  it f ro m  a g iv e r 's  m in d s e t 
a n d  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  g e n u in e ly  in v e s t in g  in  
r e la t io n s h i p s .

"I d id  n o t w an t th is  s h i f t  to  be  s u p e r f ic ia l ,  a n d  
in s t e a d  a rg u e d  fo r  th e  n e ed  to  a c tu a l ly  c h a n g e  o u r  
le n s  w h e n  w e m e e t  s o m e o n e . T h e  p o in t  is  to  h a v e  
a g e n u in e  a n d  s in c e r e  a p p ro a c h  a n d  th e  a t t i t u d e  
o f  w h a t w e  c a n  d o  f o r  s o m e o n e  ra th e r  th a n  w h a t 
th e y  c a n  d o  fo r  u s.

"T h e  b o o k  i l l u s t r a t e s  th i s  p o in t  w ith  s e v e r a l  
e x a m p le s  a n d  s to r i e s .  T r u s t  m e , th e  a d h e r e n c e

to  th e s e  p r in c i p le s  in  o u r  d a y - to - d a y  l i f e ,  w ill  
tu rn  u s  in to  h u m a n  m a g n e ts  a n d  o p e n  d o o r s  a n d  
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  b e y o n d  o u r  w i ld e s t  d r e a m s ,"  he  
m a in ta in e d .

W h y  is a book lik e  this im p o rta n t 
fo r  y o u n g  In d ia ?

"In  th e  t im e s  w e  a rc  l iv in g  in .  l i f e  i s  b e c o m ­
in g  in c re a s in g ly  d o m in a te d  b y  te c h n o lo g y - d r iv e n  
to o ls  l ik e  C h a t G P T  a n d  th e  y o u th  a re  m is s in g  o u t 
on  h u m a n  c o n n e c t io n s  d u e  to  th e i r  d e p e n d e n c e  
u p o n  s o c ia l  m e d ia  a n d  c e l l  p h o n e s . W e a re  a l l  
l iv i n g  in  i s o l a t i o n  in  o u r  r e s p e c t iv e  s i l o s  a n d  
th e  y o u n g  g e n e r a t i o n  in  p a r t i c u l a r  h a s  a  s h r in k ­
in g  a t te n t io n  s p a n  a n d  a n  u r g e n t  n e e d  fo r  in s ta n t

g r a t i f ic a t io n .
"1 h a v e  s o m e th in g  im p o r ta n t  to  sa y  a n d  m y 

b o o k  sa y s  it in  a c r i s p ,  s u c c in c t  w ay . It i s  a f a s t 
rea d  a nd  a f t e r  e a c h  c h a p te r ,  g iv e s  p r a c t ic a l  m a n ­
tr a s  th a t y o u n g  r e a d e r s  c a n  d e r iv e  b e n e f i t  f ro m ."  
he  a d d ed .

I f  r e a d e r s  a p p ly  e v e n  2 0  p e r  c c n t  o f  th e  p r in ­
c ip l e s  he h a s  s h a re d  in  th e  b o o k ,  " i t  w il l  h e lp  
th e m  b a ild  m o r e  m e a n in g f u l  b o n d s .  S t ro n g  r e ­
la t io n s h ip s  a re  c ru c ia l  f o r  th e i r  w e l l - b e in g  a n d  
w ill  h e lp  th e m  to  o v e rc o m e  b o u ts  o f  d e p re s s io n ,  
h a b i t s  ;>f o v e r th i n k in g ,  a n d  a n x ie ty  a n d  a d o p t  
p o s i t iv e  a t t r i b u t e s  l ik e  g r a t i t u d e ,  e m p a th y , a n d  
so c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ."  G u rs a h a n i  c o n te n d e d .

H o w  can this book help  readers 
recognise th e ir  flaws and skills , 

and how  to w o rk  on them ?
"A  c o n s c io u s  a w a re n e s s  o f  o u r  f la w s  a n d  s k i l ls  

h e lp s  us to  e v o lv e  a n d  g ro w . O n c c  w c  b e c o m e  
c o g n i / a n t  o f  o u r  w e a k n e s s e s  a n d  s t r e n g th s ,  w e 
c a n  then  c h a n g c  o r  p iv o t  o u r  a p p ro a c h .  O n c c  w c 
s ta r t  r a d ia t in g  th is  e n e r g y  o f  in n e r  t r a n s f o r m a ­
t io n .  it  w il l  h e lp  u s  b u i ld  b e t te r  a n d  lo n g - la s t in g  
b u s in e s s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h i p s .

"C h a n g in g  fo r  th e  b e t te r ,  a ls o  m a k e s  u s  h a p p ie r  
a s  h u m a n  b e in g s .  T h e  b o o k  e l a b o r a t e s  h o w  by  
re m e m b e rin g  n a m e s , c u l t i v a t in g  th e  a r t  o f  e f f e c ­
t iv e  l i s te n in g ,  im p r o v in g  o u r  b o d y  la n g u a g e  a n d  
s ta y in g  in  to u c h  w ith  p e o p le  c a n  h e lp  u s  to  f o rc e  
s tr o n g e r  b o n d s . I h a v e  a ls o  o f fe re d  a  l i s t  o f  d o  
a n d  d o n 't s  w h ic h  c a n  s e rv e  a s  n a v ig a t io n  g u id e  
a n d  s e l f -h e lp  to o l  k i t ."  th e  a u th o r  s a d .

To  tha t e x te n t ,  e a c h  c h a p te r  e n d s  w ith  a m a n ­
tra : F o r  in s t a n c e .  " I t 's  in  g iv in g  th a t  w e  r e c e iv e " ,  
" D e v e lo p  s in c e r i ty  in  y o u r  g iv in g  n a tu re  w i th o u t  
e x p e c t in g  in  r e tu r n "  a n d  " L is te n in g  is  n o t a s k i l l ,  
i t ' s  a d is c ip l in e " .

N o t s u r p r i s in g ly ,  h is  f a v o u r i te  c h a p te r  is  th e  
1 9 th , w h ic h  e lu c id a t e s  h is  ta k e  o n  " a n  u n im a g i ­
n a b le  r e tu rn  o n  in v e s tm e n t  (R O I) .

" T h is  i s  a c tu a l ly  th e  c ru x  o f  th e  b o o k  a n d  c a n  
h e lp  u s  to  b u i ld  r e la t io n s h i p s  th a t  a re  n o t b a s e d  
on  n e tw o r k in g  a n d  a r e  i n c r e d ib ly  f u l f i l l i n g . ” 
G u rs a h a n i  c o n c lu d e d .

S o  th e re  y o u  h a v e  i t .  H e r e 's  a  b o o k  th a t  ta k e s  
th e  c o n c e p t  o f  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e  D e v e lo p m e n t to  
a w h o le  n e w  le v e l  in  a w o r ld  d r iv e n  by  t e c h n o l ­
o g y  a n d  s o c ia l  m e d ia .

(V ish n u  M a k h i ja n i  c a n  h e  r e a c h e d  a t  v is h n u . 
m a k  h  i j  an i  (a>ian s . i  n )

Protecting the five elem ents to 
make India net zero by 2070!

Is agitation or moodiness 
a severe mental disorder?

B> l* avan  K a u s h i k

I n o u r  V eda*, th e  A th a rv a v c d a  
th e  th r e e  c o v e r in g s  o f  o u r  
s u r r o u n d i n g s  a r c  r e f e r r e d  

a s  C h a n d a m s i .  T h e  A th a rv a v c d a  
s a y s ,  w is e ly  u t i l iz e  th r e e  e l e ­
m e n ts  o n  e a r th  •• w a te r ,  a i r  a n d  
p la n ts  o r  h e rb s . N o t j u s t  e a r th ,  
h u m a n  l i f e  is  a lso  m a d e  o f  f iv e -  
e le m e n ts  -- e a r lh  ( p r i th v i ) ,  w a te r  
( j a l a ) ,  f i r e  ( t e a s ) ,  w in d  ( v a y u )  
a n d  s p a c c  ( a k a s h a ) .  P r o te c t in g  
th e s e  f iv c - c le in e n ls  w o u ld  p r o ­
t e c t  o u r  p la n e t  a s  w e l l  a s  h u m a n
l i f e ,  o r  e l s e ,  th e  e x t e n s i o n  is  
e v id e n t .

T o  b r e a th e  o r n o t  to  b re a th e ,  
b u t th e  f a c t  i s .  e v e r y  b r e a th  th a t 
w c  in h a le  a n d  e x h a le  is  n o w  b e ­
in g  c o u n te d  a s  a d d in g  to  g lo b a l  
w a r m in g . E n o u g h  e v id e n c e  s u p ­
p o r ts  th a t  e v e n  th e  C 0 2  e m is s io n  
th r o u g h  b r e a th in g  o f  8 b i l l i o n  
p e o p le  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  is  no w  
b e in g  a c c o u n tc d  fo r. In  o n e  d a y . 
a n  a v e r a g e  p e rso n  b r e a th e s  o u t 
a ro u n d  5 0 0  l i t r e s  o f  th e  g r e e n ­
h o u se  g a s  C 0 2  - -  w h ic h  a m o u n ts  
to  a ro u n d  I kg  in m a ss . T h e  q u e s ­
t io n  i s .  w h a t I 'a p p c n s  w h e n  th e  
p o p u la t io n  r e a c h e s  a n  e s t im a te d  
f ig u r e  o f  9 .7  b i l l io n  by  2 0 5 0 ?

C u r r e n t ly , the  L a r th  is  a lr e a d y  
a b o u t 1.1 d e g re e  C e ls iu s  w a rm e r  
th a n  it  w a s  i r  th e  la te  1 8 0 0 s , 
a n d  e m is s io n s  c o n t in u e  to  r is e .  
In N o v e m b e r  2 - 2 1, a t th e  2 6 th  
C o n f e re n c e  o f  P a r t ie s  (C O P )  to  
th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  F ra m e w o rk  
C o n v e n tio n  on  C l im a te  C h a n g e  
( U N F C C C ). the  P r im e  M in is te r  
N a re n d ra  M o d i a l s o  p le d g e d  th a t 
I n d ia  w o u ld  c u t i t s  e m is s io n s  to  
n e t z e r o  b y  2070 .

N o  s u r p r i s e s ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  
g lo b a l  a v e r a g e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  
C 0 2  in  th e  a tm o s p h e r e  is  421  
p p m  a s  o f  m id - 2 0 2 2 . w h ic h  is  
a n  in c re a s e  o f  5 0  p e r  c c n t  s in c c  
th e  in d u s t r ia l  r e v o lu t io n  b e g a n .

E x p e r ts  b e l ie v e  th a t  h u m a n  a c ­
t i v i t y  is  th e  p r im a r y  c a u s c  o f  
th e  in c r e a s e  o f  C 0 2  e m is s io n  o f  
s u c h  m a g n itu d e . S in c e  th e  s ta r t  
o f  th e  in d u s t r ia l  r e v o lu t io n ,  h u ­
m an e m is s io n s  o f  c a rb o n  d io x id e  
f ro m  fo s s i l  f u e ls ,  e tc . ,  h a v e  rise n  
to  m o re  th a n  35  b i l l io n  m e tr ic  
to n s  p e r  y e a r .

T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  e m is s io n s  is  
c o m in g  f ro m  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  --  28 
p e r  c c n t  o f  2 0 2 1 g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  
e m is s io n s .  T h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
s e c to r  g e n e r a te s  th e  la rg e s t sh a re  
o f greenhouse gar. emissions and
it p r im a r i l y  c o m e s  f ro m  b u r n in g  
fo s s i l  fu e l fo r  o u r  c a r s ,  t r u c k s ,  
s h ip s ,  t r a i n s ,  a n d  p la n e s .

B e tw e e n  1990  a n d  2 0 2 1 , th e  
w a r m in g  e f f c c t  o n  o u r  c l im a te
• • k n o w n  a s  r a d i a t i v e  f o r c in g  
--  b y  l o n g - l i v e d  g r e e n h o u s e  
g a s e s  r o se  by  n e a r ly  5 0  p e r  c e n t ,  
w ith  c a r b o n  d io x id e  a c c o u n t in g  
f o r  a b o u t  8 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h i s  
i n c r e a s e .  D e s p i t e  th e  d e c l in e  
in  2 0 2 0 , g lo b a l  e n e r g y - r e l a t e d  
C 0 2  e m is s io n s  r e m a in e d  a t 3 1 .5  
G t ,  w h ic h  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  C 0 2  
re a c h in g  i t s  h ig h e s t  e v e r  a v e r ­
ag e  a n n u a l  c o n c e n t r a t io n  in  th e  
a tm o s p h e r e  o f  4 12 .5  p a r t s  p e r  
m i l l i o n  in  2 0 2 0  - -  a r o u n d  50  
p e r  c e n t  h ig h e r  th a n  w h e n  th e  
in d u s t r ia l  r e v o lu t io n  b e g a n .

T h e  o c e a n s  a b s o r b  m u c h  o f  
th i s  i n c r e a s e d  h e a t ,  w i th  th e  
to p  100  m e te r s  ( a b o u t  3 2 8  fe e t)  
o f  o c c a n  s h o w in g  w a r m in g  o f  
m o re  th a n  0 .6  d e g r e e s  F a h r e n ­
h e i t  (0 .3 3  d e g re e  C e ls iu s )  s in c e  
1 9 6 9 .  G l o b a l  s e a  l e v e l  r o s e  
a b o u t 8 in c h e s  ( 2 0  c e n t im e t r e s )  
in  th e  la s t  100  y e a r s ,  a n d  th e  la s t 
tw o  d e c a d e s  h a v e  b e e n  w o rs e . 
F o r  th e  r e c o rd ,  o u r  p la n e t  s to r e s  
9 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  e x t ra  e n e r g y  
in  th e  o c c a n .

T h c ic  is  m u c h  u l l ic i  v v id c u c c  
a s  w e l l .  E a r th 's  a v e r a g e  s u r f a c c  
te m p e r a tu r e  h a s  r i s e n  a b o u t  2

d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t  ( I  d e g r e e  
C e l s i u s )  s i n c c  th e  l a t e  1 9 th  
c e n tu r y ,  a c h a n g e  a t t r ib u te d  to  
e m is s io n  o f  c a r b o n  d io x id e  a n d  
h u m a n  a c t iv i t i e s .

T h e  g l a c i e r s  a rc  r e t r e a t i n g  
a lm o s t  e v e r y w h e r e  a r o u n d  th e  
w o rld . S p r in t  sn o w  c o v e r  in  th e  
N o r t h e r n  H e m is p h e r e  h a s  d e ­
c re a s e d  o v e r  th e  p a s t 50  y e a r s  
a n d  th e  sh o w  c o n t in u e s  to  m e lt 
e a r l ie r .

Y ou  c a n  b la m e  a n y  c o u n t r y  
th a t  y o u  w a n t  - -  a s  o f  2 0 2 0 ,
C h i i rg es t
c a r b o n  d io x id e  g a s  in th e  w o rld , 
w ith  1 0 .6 6 8  m il l io n  m e tr ic  to n s  
e m i t te d .  T h e  U S  is  th e  s e c o n d -  
l a r g e s t  e m i t t e r  o f  C 0 2 ,  w i th  
4 .7 1 3  m i l l i o n  m e t r ic  t o n s  o f  
to ta l  c a r b o n  d io x id e  e m is s io n s .  
In d ia  to o  i s  in  th e  l i s t  o f  to p  
th r e e ,  w ith  2 ,4 4 2  m il l io n  m e t ­
r ic  to n s  o f  to ta l  c a tb o n  d io x id e  
e m is s io n s .  R u s s ia  is th e  f o u r th -  
l a r g e s t  c o n t r i b u t o r ,  e m i t t i n g
1 .5 7 7  m il l io n  m e tr ic  t o n s ,  a n d  
J a p a n  i s  th e  f i f t h - l a r g e s t  p r o ­
d u c e r  o f  C 0 2  e m is s io n s ,  w ith
1 .5 7 7  m i l l io n  m e tr ic  to n s .  N o 
w o n d e r ,  th e  y e a r s  2 0 1 6  to  2 0 2 0  
a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  a s  th e  w a r m e s t  
y e a r  o n  re c o rd .

W h i l e  E a r t h ' s  c l i m a t e  h a s  
c h a n g e d  th r o u g h o u t  i t s  h i s to ry ,  
th e  c u r r e n t  w a rm in g  is  h a p p e n ­
in g  a t  a r a te  n o t  s e e n  in  th e  p a s t  
1 0 ,0 0 0  y e a r s .  I f  e v e r y  p r o b le m  
ha s  a s o lu t io n ,  a n d  th e  s o lu t io n  
lie s  in  th e  r o o ts  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  
-- w c  a l l  k n o w  w h a t to  d o  a n d  
w h a t n o t to  d o .

W c h a v e  n o  o th e r  p la n e t  to  go 
to ,  no  m a t t e r  h o w  m a n y  a l i e n  
s h ip s  w e  s e e  s u g g e s t in g  l iv e s  
o u t s i d e  E a r th .  I f  v c  s e r i o u s ly  
w a n t  m o th e r  e a r th  to  p r o t e c t  
a l l  o f  u s  f ro m  e l im in a t io n  o f  
o u r  s p c c i c s .  w c b e t te r  p r o tc c t  
m o th e r  e a r th  f ro m  e x t in c t io n .  
( IA N S )

By N . Lo th u n g h e n i Hum tsoe

E v e ry b o d y  e x p e r i e n c e s  o c c a s io n a l  r e s t ­
le s s n e s s .  a g i ta t io n ,  o r  m o o d in e s s .  N o n e ­
th e l e s s ,  s o m e  p e o p le  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  

a n x io u s n e s s ,  a m o re  in te n s e  fo rm  o f  u n e a s e  
th a t  r e s u l t s  in  le s s  c o n c e n t r a t io n .

A g i ta t io n  c a n  b e  e x c e e d in g ly  p a in fu l  a n d  
u p s e t t in g .  It a l s o  in t e r f e r e s  w ith  s o c ia l  c o n ­
n e c t io n s  a n d  p r o f e s s io n a l  p e r f o rm a n c e ,  a n d  in  
so m e  c a s e s ,  i t  r a i s e s  th e  l ik e l ih o o d  th a t  s o m e ­
o n e  w o u ld  d a m a g e  h im s e l f  o r  o th e r s .

" P e o p le  w h o  s u f f e r  f ro m  m o o d  p r o b le m s  
m a y  b e  m o re  l ik e ly  to  b e c o m e  a g i ta t e d .  B i ­
p o la r  i l l n e s s  a n d  d e p r e s s io n  a rc  e x a m p le s  o f  
m o o d  d is o r d e r s  th a t  c a n  b e  t r e a te d  m e d ic a l ly  
a n d  c a u s c  c h a n g e s  in  c o g n i t io n ,  e n e r g y , a n d  
b e h a v io u r .  A n y o n e  c a n  b e  a f f e c te d  by  th e m , r e ­
g a r d le s s  o f  a g e .  e th n ic i ty ,  o r  s o c ia l  s ta n d in g ."  
s a y s  K a n c h a n  R a i .  an  e m o t io n a l  a n d  m e n ta l 
w e l l - b e in g  c o a c h .

"A  p e r io d  o f  a g i t a t i o n  is  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  
in s ig n if i c a n t  m o tio n s , su c h  a s  t r e m b lin g  h a n d s . 
A d d i t io n a l  s ig n s  in c lu d e  h o s t i l i t y ,  a la c k  o f  
s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  s t r e s s ,  a n d  a g g r e s s iv e  o r  d i s r u p ­
tiv e  b e h a v io u r .  E v en  th o u g h  it  f re q u e n t ly  c o e x ­
is t s  w ith  s t r e s s ,  c l i n i c i a n s  ty p i c a l ly  d e s ig n a t e  
th e  te rm  'm o o d i n e s s '  to  
i d e n t i f y  s e r i o u s  m e n ta l  
a c t i v i t y  th a t  s te m s  f ro m  
e m o t i o n a l  d i s c o m f o r t .
T h e s e  o u tw a rd  h a b i t s  a c t 
a s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  
p e r s o n ’s e m o tio n s .  A g i ta ­
tio n  i s a  s ig n  o f  a m e d ic a l 
a i lm e n t ,  s u c h  a s  a m o o d  
d i s o r d e r  o r  f e e l i n g  n e r ­
v o u s .  W h e n  a p e r s o n ' s  
tr e a tm e n t  fo r  d e p r e s s io n
o r  b ip o la r  d i s o r d e r  i s n ' t  f u n c t i o n in g  a s  e f ­
f e c t iv e ly  a s  it s h o u ld ,  th e y  f r e q u e n t ly  b e c o m e  
a g i ta t e d .  It c a n  a l s o  be b r o u g h t  on  b y  tr a u m a tic  
o r  e x t re m e ly  s t r e s s f u l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  A p e r ­
so n  m a y  a t  f i r s t  c o m e  a c r o s s  a s  c a u s t i c .  I f  th e  
s t r e s s  i n te n s i f ie s ,  th e y  m a y  b e g in  to  p a c c . la sh  
o u t  v o c a l ly , c le n c h  th e i r  f i s t s ,  o r  e v e n  a c t  in  a 
th r e a te n in g  o r  c o n f r o n ta t i o n a l  m a n n e r ."

lA N S I i fe  c a u g h t  up  w ith  K a n c h a n , th e  f o u n d ­
e r  o f  L e t U s T a lk . H e re  a re  th e  e x c e rp ts :

W h a t a rc  the signs of a gita tio n  o r  m o o di­
ness?

S o m e  o f  th e  s y m p t o m s  o f  a g i t a t i o n  o r  
m o o d in e s s  a rc  I r r a t io n a l  o r  im p u l s iv e  b e h a v ­
io u r .  d i s r u p t iv e  o u tb u r s t s ,  c x c c s s iv c  ta lk in g  
o r  m o v in g  o th e r  th a n  u s u a l  d a y s . A lo n g  w ith  
t h i s ,  d i f f i c u l t y  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o r  c o n t in u in g  
w ith  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  p a c in g  o r  s h u f f l in g  fe e t,  
s t r e s s ,  a n x ie ty , im p a tie n c e ,  w r in g in g  h a n d s , o r  
c le n c h in g  f i s t s .

W h a t effcct docs a gita tio n  have?
P e o p le  w ith  m o o d  d is o r d e r s  m a y  s t r u g g le  

to  p e r f o r m  s u c c e s s f u l ly  a t  j o b s ,  s c h o o l ,  o r  
a t h o m e  d u e  to  th e  u n c o m f o r ta b le  e m o t io n s  
o f  m o o d in e s s .  T h is  f r e q u e n t ly  c a u s e s  s e v e r e  
d i s r u p t io n s  to  th e i r  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  a n d  h in d e rs  
th e i r  c a p a c i ty  to  a c c o m p l is h  th e i r  o b je c t i v e s .

R e la t io n s h ip s  m ig h t s u f fe r  f ro m  s tr e s s .  P e o p le  
w h o  e x p e r ie n c e  th is  m ay  b e c o m e  in to l e r a b l e  
w ith  r e p e t i t i v e  a c t io n s .  E v en  c lo s e  f r i e n d s  a n d  
f a m i ly  m e m b e rs  c o u ld  s ta r t  to  lo s e  p a t ie n c e  
w ith  s o m e o n e  w h o  f in d s  it  d i f f i c u l t  to  h o ld  
a m e a n in g f u l  d i s c u s s io n .  B e in g  u p s e t  m a k e s  
it  c h a l le n g in g  to  fo c u s  o n  e v e r y th in g .  T ask s  
r e l a t i n g  :o y o u r  c a r e e r  c a n  f r e q u e n t ly  b c c o m e  
a lm o s t  u n a t ta in a b le .  C o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  c o l ­
le a g u e s  o r  e m p lo y e r s  m a y  r e s u l t  in  r ig id i ty .

A g ita te d  p e o p le  f r e q u e n t ly  s t r u g g le  to  f a ll  
a s l e e p  a i n ig h t .  H c n c c . la c k  o f  s l e e p  c o u ld  
c x a c c r b a tc  th e  d is e a s e  a n d  c a u s c  o th e r  h e a l th  
is s u e s .  F u r th e r m o re , it  m ay  b e  c h a l le n g in g  fo r  
th e m  to  a p p ro p r ia te ly  describe* p a t ie n t s ' s y m p ­
to m s  a n d  m e d ic a l  b a c k g r o u n d  to  th e i r  d o c to r s ,  
w h ic h  m a k e s  t r e a t i n g  th e i r  m o o d  p r o b le m s  
m o re  c h a l le n g in g . S e v e ra l s tu d ie s  in d ic a t e  th a t 
a g i ta t io n  in c r e a s e s  th e  p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  s u ic id a l  
b c h a v io t r .

W h a t tre a tm e n t and p re v e n ta tive  o ptions 
arc available?

A c c u ra te ly  i d e n t i f y in g  a n d  t r e a t i n g  a p e r ­
s o n 's  h e a l th  p r o b le m s  o r  o th e r  u n d e r ly in g  d i s ­
e a s e s  is  h e  f i r s t  s te p  in  p r e v e n t in g  a g i ta t io n .  
It u s u a l ly  g o e s  a w a y  w h e n  d e p r e s s io n ,  b ip o la r  

d is o r d e r ,  o r  o th e r  d is e a s e s  
a rc  p r o p e r ly  c o n t r o l le d .

In  c a s e  y o u  s t a r t  to  
f e e l  a n x io u s  a t a s e r io u s  
l e v e l ,  g e t  a s s i s ta n c e .  T h e  
b e s t  o u tc o m e s  f r e q u e n t ly  
c o m e  f ro m  e a r ly  in te r v e n ­
t io n ,  a n d  b e in g  a le r t .

T h e  in te n s e ly  u n p le a s ­
a n t  f e e l i n g s  c a n  b e  r e ­
d u c e d  w ith  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t r e a t m e n t .  A n  a g i t a t i o n  

c r i s i s  c an  be a v o id e d  by  r e c o g n iz in g  a n d  d e a l ­
in g  w ith  i t s  e a r ly  w a r n in g  s ig n a ls  b e fo r e  th e y  
in te n s if y .

M o o d  s w in g s  a rc  a c o m m o n  o c c u r r e n c e  in  
l i f e .  T h e y  c a n .  h o w e v e r ,  b e c o m e  a sy m p to m  
o f  a m e n ta l h e a l th  c o n d i t io n  w h ic h  sh o u ld  be  
g u id e d  by th e  s p e c i a l i s t  o r  a s  r e q u ir e d .

W e ll,  a m e d ic a l  e x p e r t  c a n  s u g g e s t  t e c h ­
n iq u e s  fo r  c u r in g  s u c h  m e n ta l  s y n d ro m e .

H o w  to treat y o u r  close ones that are fa c­
ing  m ental d iso rde rs?

R c m a  n e l o s e  to  t h e  o n e  w h o  i s  g o i n g  
th r o u g h  in  a g i ta t io n  p h a s e . A v o id  w a lk in g  o r  
r u n n in g  aw ay  f ro m  th a t  in d iv id u a l  i f  i t  is  a ll  
f e a s ib le .  M a k e  s u r e  y o u  a n d  o th e r s  a re  s a fe .  
R e m o v e  h a rm fu l  th in g s  f ro m  th e  s u r ro u n d in g .  
R e d u c e  ;>thcr k in d s  o f  s t i m u la t io n ,  s u c h  a s 
lo u d  n o is e s .  v iv id  c o lo u r s ,  a n d  e x t re m e  te m ­
p e ra tu r e s ,  a n d  r e m o v e  a l l  u n w a n te d  f u r n i tu r e  
f ro m  sp a c c  i f  i t  is  p o s s ib l e .

L is te n . I f  th e  p e r s o n  i s  a t e a s e  e n o u g h  to  
s p e a k ,  pay  c lo s e  a t te n t io n .  R e i te r a t in g  s t a t e ­
m e n ts  c an  a id  in  e s t a b l i s h in g  a v e rb a l  c o n n e c ­
t io n  w h ile  p r e v e n t in g  a g i ta t io n  f ro m  r is in g .

S o m e  l i f e s ty l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  s u c h  a s  a b e t t e r  
s le e p  q u a l i ty  a n d  g iv in g  y o u r s e l f  s p a c c  fro m  
w o rk , m ay b e  u s e fu l  i f  a g i ta t io n  is  m ild  to  m o d ­
e r a te  a nd  d o c s  n o t e n t a i l  h o s t i l i ty .  <lA N S I i f e )
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Is ice-cream really healthyP 
Here’s what evidence says

I c c - c r c a m  lo v e rs  w o r l d w i d e  w e r e  p r o b a b ly  
r c jo i c in g  w hen  a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  s u g g e s te d  th a t 
in d u lg in g  in y o u r  f a v o u r i te  f la v o u r  m ig h t  be  

h e a l th y . T h e  a i t i c l c  d r e w  u p o n  a 2 0 1 8  d o c to ra l  
t h e s i s ,  w h ic h  s u g g e s te d  th a t  p e o p le  w ith  ty p e  2 
d ia b e te s  w h o  c o n su m e d  m o re  ic e - c r e a m  h a d  lo w e r  
r i s k s  o f  h e a r t  d is e a s e .

B u t  a s  e x c i t i n g  a s  th i s  s o u n d s  f o r  t h o s e  o f  
u s  w h o  s o m e tim e s  e n jo y  in d u lg in g  in  a b o w l o f  
r a s p b e r r y  r ip p le ,  w h e n  w e  a c tu a l ly  e x a m in e  th e  
s tu d y ,  i t ' s  l ik e ly  th i s  lin k  c o m e s  d o w n  to  v a r ie ty  
o f  o th e r  fa c to r* .

T h e  2 0 1 8  re se a rc h  th e  a r t i c l e  d re w  u p o n  lo o k e d  
a t d a ta  from  the  N u r s e s ' H e a l th  S tu d y  I a n d  th e  
H e a l th  P r o f e s s io n a l s  F o l lo w - U p  S tu d y .  T h e s e  
w e r e  tw o  la rg e  o b s e r v a t io n a l  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c te d  
b y  r e s e a r c h e r s  a t H a r v a r d  U n iv e r s i ty  w h ic h  b e ­
g a n  in  1976  a n d  1986  a n d  w en t o n  fo r  a r o u n d  20  
y e a r s .  T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e s e  s tu d i e s  w a s  to  tr a c k  
th e  h e a l th  o f  p a r t i c ip a n ts  o v e r  a  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  
t im e ,  a n d  u n c o v e r  w h e th e r  th e re  w e r e  l in k s  b e ­
tw e e n  c e r ta in  d is e a s e s  a n d  l i f e s ty le  f a c to r s  ( su c h  
a s  d ie t ) .

T o  c o n d u c t  th e i r  a n a ly s i s ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r s  o n ly  
in c lu d e d  d a ta  fro m  p a r t i c ip a n ts  o f  th e s e  tw o  s tu d ­
ie s  w h o  r e p o r te d  h a v in g  ty p e  2 d ia b e te s  w h e n  th e  
s tu d i e s  b e g a n  so  a ro u n d  1 6 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  to ta l .  
T h e  p a r t i c ip a n ts  w ith  d i a b e te s  had  a l s o  p r o v id e d  
in f o r m a tio n  a b o u t w h ic h  f o o d s  th e y  ty p ic a l ly  a te  
o v e r  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r .  T h e y  w e re  n o t  in s t r u c te d  
to  e a t o r  a v o id  ic e  c re a m  a t  a n y  p o in t .

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  f o u n d  th a t  th o s e  .vho a te  ic e  
c re a m  no  m o re  th a n  tw ic e  a w e e k  a p p e a re d  to  be  
12%  le s s  l ik e ly  to  d e v e lo p  c a r d io v a s c u la r  d is e a s e , 
c o m p a r e d  to  th o s e  w h o  d i d n ' t  e a t  ic e  c re a m .

B u t i t ’s im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  th a t  th is  I nk b e tw e e n  
ic e  c re a m  a n d  h e a r t d i s e a s e  o n ly  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  
w h en  o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f  a p e r s o n ’s h c a l t i .  in c lu d in g  
ho w  h e a l th i ly  th e y  a t e ,  w e re  ta k e n  i r t o  a c c o u n t .  
T h is  s u g g e s ts  th a t  e a t in g  a n  o v e r a l l  h e a l th y  d ie t  
is  p e rh a p s  m o re  im p o r ta n t  in  r e d u c in g  c a r d io v a s ­
c u la r  d is e a s e  r is k  in  p e o p le  w ith  ty p e  2 d ia b e te s ,  
th a n  e a t in g  ic e  c re a m .

It c o u ld  a l s o  b e  th e  c a s e  th a t  p a r t i c ip a n ts  w h o  
r e p o r te d  e a t in g  ic e  c re a m  b e fo r e  jo in in g  th e  s tu d y  
c o u ld  h a v e  s to p p e d  e a t in g  ic e  c re a m  a l to g e t h e r  
j u s t  a f te r  j o in i n g  th e  s tu d y  p o s s ib le  b e c a u se  th e y  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a w a re  th e y  w ere  a t g r e a te r  
r is k  o f  c a r d io v a s c u la r  d i s e a s e .  T h is  w o u ld  th e n  
m a k e  it  a p p e a r  th a t  e a t in g  ic e  c re a m  w a s  l in k e d  
w ith  lo w e r  r is k  o f  c a r d io v a s c u la r  d is e a s e ,  w h e n  
th e  r e v e r s e  w a s  tru e .

I t ’s  a l s o  im p o r ta n t  to  m a k e  c le a r  th a t th i s  w a s  
a n  o b s e r v a t io n a l  s tu d y  m e a n in g  th a t it c a n  o n ly  
s h o w  an  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  e a t in g  ic e  c re a m  
a n d  lo w e r  r i s k  o f  h e a r t  d i s e a s e .  It c a n 't  a c tu a l ly  
p r o v e  e a t in g  ic e  c re a m  in a n d  o f  i t s e l f  is  d i r e c t l y  
r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  d e c r e a s in g  r is k  o f  c a r d io v a s c u la r  
d is e a s e  in p e o p le  w ith  ty p e  2 d ia b e te s .

T o  be  a b le  to  te s t  i f  i c e  c re a m  lu s  an  e f f e c t  
o n  c a r d io v a s c u la r  d i s e a s e  r i s k ,  i t  w o u ld  p r o b ­
a b ly  n e e d  to  g o  th r o u g h  a  c l i n i c a l  t r ia l ,  w h e re

o n e  g r o u p  a te  ic e  c re a m  a s  p a r t  o f  th e i r  d ie t  a n d  
th e  o th e r  g r o u p  a te  a p la c e b o  fo r  ic e  c re a m . T h is  
w o u ld  b e  p r a c t ic a l l y  d i f f ic u l t  to  d o . a n d  g iv e n  th e  
p o te n t ia l  c o s ts  is  u n l ik e ly  to  e v e r  h a p p e n  w ith o u t  
s ig n i f ic a n t  f u n d in g  f ro m  th e  f o o d  in d u s t ry .

C A N  IC E  C R E A M  BE H E A L T H Y ?
S u r p r is in g ly ,  th e r e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a lo t  o f  s t u d ­

ie s  th a t  h a v e  lo o k e d  a t th e  s p e c i f ic  e f f e c t  o f  ic e  
c re a m  on  h e a l th .  S tu d ie s  th a t  h a v e  d o n e  ty p ic a l ly  
o n ly  h a d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o n s u m e  q u i t e  a s m a l l  
a m o u n t  ( a r o u n d  l e s s  th a n  a  q u a r te r  o f  a  s e rv in g  
p e r  d a y )  m e a n in g  it  w a s  no t e n o u g h  to  d e v e lo p  
a n y  m e a n in g f u l  c o n c lu s io n s  a b o u t  i t s  e f f e c t .

B u t o n e  I ta l ia n  s tu d y  s u g g e s te d  th a t  c o n s u m ­
in g  m o re  ic e  c re a m  m a y  be  l in k e d  to  a h ig h e r  
r isk  o f  n o n - a lc o h o l ic  f a t t y  l i v e r  (a  r is k  f a c to r  fo r  
ty p e  2 d ia b e te s  a n d  h e a r t  d i s e a s e ) .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  
r e s e a r c h e r s  a l s o  f o u n d  th a t  th i s  lin k  e x is te d  fo r  
o th e r  fo o d s , s u c h  a s  r e d  m e a t s u g g e s t in g  th a t  
th e  q u a l i ty  o f  a p e r s o n ’s o v e r a l l  d ie t  m a y  m a tte r  
m o re  f o r  h e a l th  th a n  a s p e c i f ic  fo o d .

Ic e  c re a m  is  a ls o  c o n s id e r e d  an  u l t r a -p r o c e s s e d  
fo o d  m e a n in g  th a t  b c c a u s c  o f  th e  p r o c e s s in g  
m e th o d s  u se d  to  c r e a te  i t .  i t ' s  t y p ic a l ly  v e ry  h ig h  
in  c a lo r i c s ,  f a t  a n d  s u g a r .  U lt r a - p r o c e s s e d  f o o d s  
h a v e  b e e n  l in k e d  to  a r a n g e  o f  h e a l th  i s s u e s ,  i n ­
c lu d in g  in c r e a s e d  r is k  o f  d e v e lo p in g  b o th  ty p e
2 d ia b e te s  a n d  c a r d io v a s c u la r  d i s e a s e .  N u tr i t io n  
g u id e l in e s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e  u s  to  l im i t  o u r  in ta k e  
o f  s u g a r  a n d  fa t b e c a u s e  o f  th is .  T h is  m a k e s  it

p r e t ty  l ik e ly  th a t  to o  m u c h  ic e  c re a m  m a y  h a v e  a 
n e g a t iv e  e f f e c t  on  h e a l th .

B ut it  m a y  no t a l l  b e  b ad  n e w s  i f  y o u 'r e  s o m e ­
o n e  w h o  e n jo y s  d a i ry  p r o d u c ts  in  g e n e r a l .  E v i ­
d e n c e  fo r  th e  p o te n t ia l  b e n e f i t s  o f  d a i r y  f a t  h a s  
b e en  g ro w in g  o v e r  th e  p a s t 20  y e a r s ,  w ith  r e s e a rc h  
s h o w in g  f e r m e n te d  d a iry  p r o d u c ts  -  su c h  a s  so m e  
ty p e s  o f  y o g h u r t  a n d  c h e e s e  in  p a r t i c u l a r  m a y  
re d u c e  r isk  o f  h e a r t  d i s e a s e  a n d  ty p e  2 d ia b e te s .  
H o w e v e r ,  m o re  r e s e a r c h  w il l  b e  n e e d e d  to  s e e  
w h e th e r  i c e  c re a m  m a y  be  a s s o c i a te d  w ith  s im i la r  
b e n e f i t s  b e c a u s e  o f  i t ’s  d a i ry  f a t c o n te n t .

R e se a rc h  a ls o  s h o w s  th a t  d i e t s  c o n ta in i n g  c a l ­
c iu m - r ic h  f o o d s  a rc  a s s o c i a te d  w ith  a d e c r e a s e d  
risk  o f  ty p e  2 d ia b e te s  a n d  h e a r t  d i s e a s e .  B u t th e re  
a re  m a n )  o th e r  f o o d s  in c lu d in g  d a iry ,  p u ls e s  a n d  
n u ts  w h ic h  a re  a l s o  s o u r c e s  o f  c a lc iu m . T h e s e  
a l s o  h a v e  o th e r  n u t r i t i o n a l  b e n e f i t s  w i th o u t  th e  
n e g a t iv e  h ig h  s u g a r  c o n te n t  o f  ic e  c re a m .

W h ile  it  c an  b e  e x c i t i n g  to  s e c  h e a d lin e s  c l a im ­
in g  o u r  f a v o u r i t e  f o o d s  m a y  h a v e  u n e x p e c te d  
h e a l th  b e n e f i t s ,  i t ' s  im p o r ta n t  to  a n a ly s e  th e  r e ­
s e a r c h . O fte n , th e  e f f e c ts  o f  o n e  f o o d  c a n  b e  e x a g ­
g e ra te d  by re s e a r c h  m e th o d  e r r o r s  o r  o th e r  f a c to r s  

s u c h  as th e  p a r t i c ip a n t 's  d ie t  o r  l i f e s ty le .
A t the  m o m e n t,  w e  s im p ly  d o n 't  h a v e  e n o u g h  

g o o d  q u a l i ty  e v id e n c e  to  s u g g e s t  th a t  ic e  c re a m  
d e f in i te ly  h a s  a n y  h e a l th  b e n e f i t s .  B u t a c o u p le  o f  
sm a ll  p o r t io n s  a w e e k  p a i re d  w ith  an  o th e rw is e  
h e a l th y  d ie t  a n d  e x e r c is e  r e g im e  i s  u n l ik e ly  to  
d o  m u c h  h a rm . ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘S tar - Gazing’
B y  Pt. A ja i B h a m b i S u n d a y, A P R IL  23, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast*
Moon conjunct Venus xi your tolar return chart and Mil »ve amajing resets 
You wil be in a povt<n of authority at you workplace. And wil be assertire 
and alsoablo toexecult deoslons. You wli get op port unties lorgrowth in you 
profession. Your prestige and fame wil also Me. You will have good opportuni­
ties for expansion and nere»sing profit*. You will get offers for e© liberation or 
partnership You will te abto to get your work done from government officials. 
And also get contracts/tenders. Your income wil be good And you win focus 
on saving for Mur*. your colleague* and friends woUd support you There 
wil be joyous atmosftore m the fanvty Marriage win take pUce. You would 
be planting to go for» travel destination with family. Partner would support 
you. You will be happy

‘This week for you*
Arios: (March 21 -April 20)ltisawonderfUweeJc.Youwingetapromotion 

in your job. Your bvsness will progress mthe right Section. 
You *il resolve tamiy matters with the involvement of senior 
and ederty persons. You wli keep unity of your family in mind 
and will take overyeno along with you You wil not Ike to get 

I H |  entergted in a 4sputewieianyone.lt is a wastage of you tine 
andenerg* Some unknown person will develop a tiling for you. 

^  You »H make maximum use cf you time and entrgy Students 
win gtt admission in Institutes /courses of their choice. They wil 
be awve of thelreareergoaH. You winhave no shortage of funds 
And via be aware of al the material needs d  your family.

Taurus : (April 21 • May 21) Some good message from a relative cf 
yours vwfl r«S your spirits. You will make al relations cheerful 
andfappy The tme Is favorable lo meet new people and make 
friends. You wil get attracted to love and romance. You will 

f  have ifrwtful reiabonshlpwi*i your mate. You wtf make good 
proyjss in yourjoM>usints*. Money will not be a constant for 
a talented person l*eyoa You wil get a premoton also in your 

*1 ** job Ysu will also purchase the e»ng* req̂ red for your home. 
You will also love to do the things you hke most. Students wil 
get success in examsintervtew. You wil start a new work with 
great onthusiasm Guests wil arrive at your home You will be 
menttly peaceful and spiritual.

Gemini : (May 22- June 21) It wilt be a great week. All you prctfems 
wilt be over. There will be a balance between your work, home 
and bjsiness He. You will remain dose to your partner. You wil 
feel hippy and satHf«d It will be the time fer special grants for 

m f  you. You wil be a lot cncrgetic in the works of al fields. You wil 
■j i f  git unexpected profits m business You will gtt victory in court 

battle You wil remain cartful and wit not g« earned away In 
your emotions. You wil deal with persons and situations level 
headtd. You wit be dong self-reaiaadon and evaluate yourself. 
A beter understendng of *ie things wil emerge You should 
be geling good profits in your business. Your performance in 
everyffeid wit be better.

Cancer : (Juno 22 - July 22) There wil be beneficial situations in your 
jottosness You wli gtt chances lo grow You wiu be busy In 
the preparations of specid festivals. You withaveagaeicring of 
friends and family members. You wft take care of your interests. 
You wli have no shortage of funds You wil fett seme changes In 
yourmt This change is for good. You wil have beBtr prospects 
■n your business'job. Ycur family i>fe wilaCsobepc*cefJ You wil 
have fains and profits in bwsness A headache wil gtt removed 
as you go about you tasks wi*i Vie cooperation of one and al. 
You *tll be I* and fine and wil do your work wt*i energy You 
wta hive mental peace.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)There wil b« purity in you Noughts and deeds.
RwtOilso get reflectedfrom yourccndxi You he art wl be ctean 
andwidwUlbepeaeefUL You wil bo kind, noble and gentle in 
you deaings with other persons You will be se*-diseipllned 
and wli also tel you feirily members lo b« systematic and 
orgariaed in their approach. Money will keep Rowing. Beautiful 

™  j y  *ilngs wil attracl you Your work wil speed up You couCd be 
busy n preparaton of some festival at your home. You will be 
wo mid about your promotion in your job. Some vexed tamiy 
■ssuenghtboettryou. You wil be happyof someone sprogress 
in you famiy.Your£sagreements with your family members and 
coleagues wil also get resoled.

Virgo : (August 24 ■ September 22) The time wiH be tavorafcte.lt is an 
-  jpprqxu* moment «o leam a lew trtngs.Atthbcme. some old

tr«ndsofyourswilsupportyou SpMtualyandmteiiectuattyyou 
wia bs stronger and more capable. You win enjoy the material 

- luxuries AllthehurOesandfrsruptiontwiUbeoverandyouwll

adtovt the goals In ** job very eas ly, You wil lave money prcf *s 
There will be satisfactory conrttors al hone and business. If 
you compare yourself wih others and evalmto you worth you 
wil be much ahead of o»*rs. Luck is on your side. There wil be 
work on somo new work areas r ti  some new plans Your senior 
officers wilt be happy and satisfied with youi work 

Ubra : (September 23 - October 23) Those peoplewhoare in artiste 
Held, media, sports etc. ml be successful fou wli have nice 
feelngs for your life partner. There is posstkity of fal-ng into 
some new love relations. You wit share your feelings with near 
and dtar ones You wil gtt victory in offtci* matters. You wui 
also have gains in official business. You wil also take family 
respcraOilBes on youteV but tiere is no rwd to get worried 
as a result cf that YouwilalsogoferbusmesstravetswtschtMU 
be financially profitable for you.You willshareyou every activity 
wih everyone. I wil give you mtntai satis*acton and peace

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) There wi:j be progress In you 
job/business. In the famly auspicious events will be happening 
Guests wit keep coming and gomg. You atsoneed to be cartfm 
of you opponents moeves. There are strong poss>t>--t*s of 
money ga'ns. There may be some dsagreements in »ie family 
between sitlrngs As a result seme eonftct nay emerge wtich 

j B T  need to be avoided at al costs. If you wil hire an open mind a 
:T *  do pule wil be resolved. You will also lotow t staple living and 

high thrAing style You wil aHo step up the adder cf success 
Donct trust someerweasly in romante matters. I  is appropriate 
to 9~i* a thougM and then move m the nght direction You wia 
d a cuss issues with your family members.

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21)This week you wil keep 
yourself busy and involved in useM works. As a res**, your im­
age wil improve. Your personalty too wil gsow You m*u locus
U:i Mir-y •uvmiiiy. WTulerar wOiK you all iK you «.l be dviuy
it wticte heaitetfy Students wtl also gtt a good news You vwn 
get results of your labor. TVs is a good tme lor working in a 
team, having same wave length as yous. YSu will have lot of 
fun. friendly exchanges and convert at «ns ind wil exchange 
useful notes You will have creatve things a your mind. You 
wil make good progress in joIVbusiness. rour rivals win be 
unable to dominate over you. Your partner will be a souce of 
inspiration lor you.

: (December 22 - January 20)Youw4beinahappymood 
thtsweek You will also be in a pos*ve froe of mind and wta 
be wiling to take chalcnges Your afUude w I be right and you 
wil be hating a fed>ng to do good and gain something. You will 
develop good pubic retatonshp with ono and au As a resul. 
yourworkwilalsogeldooe.WhateveryouwiMowiI be amazing 
You will earn huge profits in business You isck and fortune <mB 
keep rising. Many ups and donns will be fttre but you wil see 
throughaUthe tings. You wil develop contacts with people. You 
wilalsoeammon eyduetoyou ha rdwork Yojrrou line work wia 
go smootfty You wilt enhance your leadership quaitiet- 

(January 21 • February 18)The tmt is alright You wiu 
get involved in you work and wil firish *off»ifonamitsion. 
You wil be easy goeignalure wise. Youwil Sfend your marriage 
life happiy There wia bt monetary proftt You wil be Ike an 
ideal person who isadnired by one and all. You will purchase 
somo new things Thtre wil be profits in busntss. So that you 
wil be happy. Your eyes wil be on you goal You wil also take 
advantage of your contacts. There may be sane mrscalculation 
on your part in a business matter But you n<od to take precau­
tions in financial matters. Your trends and taxvty members wi* 
support you fu ly You can also go out on a burntss related trip 
The time is favorable for research «c  

Pisces: (February 19- March 20)This week seme guests wil bearriving.
Students will concentrate fuly on their sludiei. Though there wii 
be challenges in job and business, yet you wli have chances to 
grow loo. Your list of pubic contacts wil alse increase. You wta 

. have monetaiy gans There wli be planetary changes for the 
better. You wil have opportunities lo join new institute and ilso 
mett ntw people. You wil also bear you famtyresponslbiKits 
very well. The more travels mean more benefits You will have
Ihe of your elder*. LovcmMe* win have • wonderful
tme. You wil have good understanding wit you Me partner. 
You win have no shortage of funds You must take full precau­
tions in investments.

Capricorn 

%  

Aquarius :

A i r b n b  u n v e i l s  th e  m o s t  
w is h - l i s t e d  H arth  h o m e s  
lo c a te d  in  I n d ia !  T h e s e  

u n iq u e  a n d  s u s ta in a b le  a c c o m ­
m o d a t io n s  s h o w c a s e  th e  b e a u ty  
o f  e c o - f r ie n d ly  l iv in g ,  p r o v id in g  
tr a v e l l e r s  w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  c o n n e c t  w ith  n a tu r e  in  e x ­
t r a o r d in a r y  w a y s .

B y  c h o o s in g  to  s ta y  in  th e s e  
M o s t W ish  L is te d  E a r th  h o m e s , 
y o u  c a n  a c t iv e ly  c o n t r i b u t e  to  
s u s t a in a b le  t o u r i s m  a n d  m in i ­
m is e  y o u r  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  f o o t ­
p r i n t  w h i l e  e n j o y i n g  a t r u l y  
u n iq u e  a n d  im m e r s iv e  e x p e r i ­
e n c e .

C o b  I by  T h e  M u d h o u s e  
M a r a v o o r  ( M u n n i i r .  K e r a l a )  

N e s t l e d  a t o p  a s e r e n e  h i l l .  
T h e  M u d h o u s e  o f f e r s  b r e a t h ­
ta k in g  v is t a s  o f  th e  s p e c ta c u l a r  
S a h y a d r i  la n d s c a p e s ,  p r o v id in g  
a n  a w e - i n s p i r in g  p a n o ra m a  o f  
th e  p ic tu r e s q u e  M a ra y o o r  v a lle y . 
T h is  t r a n q u i l  h a v e n  is  c r a f t e d  
fro m  s u s ta in a b le  m a te r ia l s  s u c h  
a s  m u d  a n d  c o c o n u t  l e a v e s ,  a 
p a s s io n  p r o je c t  b o rn  o u t  o f  th e  
d e s ir e  to  e m b ra c e  a n d  p r o m o te  
su s ta in a b le  l iv in g  p r a c t ic e s .  T h e  
m u d h o u s e  is  n o t  j u s t  a  p la c c  to  
s ta y , b u t a d e s t in a t io n  th a t  e m ­

b o d ie s  th e  e th o s  o f  s u s t a in a b i l ­
ity ,  in v i t in g  y o u  to  e x p e r ie n c e  
th e  b e a u ty  a n d  h a rm o n y  o f  l iv in g  
in  h a rm o n y  w ith  o u r  p la n e t .

T h e  C h a l e t ,  a n  e c o  ho m e  
( K a s a u l i .  I l im a c h a l  P r a d e s h )  

A s  y o u  a r r i v e  a t  th e  c h a -  
l e t .  y o u ' l l  b e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  
th e  lu s h  g r e e n e r y  o f  to w e r in g  
tr e e s ,  v ib r a n t  w ild f lo w e r s ,  a n d  a 
s p r a w l in g  g a rd e n .  T h e  p ro p e r ty  
h a s  a c h a r m in g  tr c c h o u s c  a n d  a 
s u s t a in a b le  g r e e n h o u s e ,  w h e r e  
o r g a n ic  v e g e ta b le s  a re  g ro w n  e x ­
c lu s iv e ly  f o r  g u e s ts .  T h e  p r o p ­
e r t y  u t i l i s e s  s o l a r  e n e r g y  a n d  
r e c y c le s  w a s t e w a te r  to  m in im ise  
i t s  im p a c t  on  th e  e n v iro n m e n t.  
T h e  C h a le t  is  a p r im e  e x a m p le  
o f  p r o m o t in g  s u s ta in a b le  l iv in g  
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  r e d u c in g  e c o lo g i ­
c a l  f o o tp r in t .

L o tu s  S t u d io  in  S k a n d a v a n 's  
g a r d e n ,  K d a y a n c h a v a d i  
( A u r o v l l l e .  T am il N a d u )  

N e s t le d  a m id s t  lu s h  g re e n e ry , 
T h e  L o tu s  S t u d io  is  a s h in in g  
e x a m p le  o f  s u s t a in a b le  a r c h i ­
t e c tu r e .  W ith  i t s  d o m e -s h a p e d  
r o o f  a n d  n a tu ra l  v e n t i la t io n  on  
a l l  fo u r  s id e s ,  th is  s p a c io u s  a n d  
s e l f - s t a n d i n g  s tu d i o - b e d r o o m

s ta y s  c o o l a n d  c o m fo r ta b le  w i th ­
o u t r e ly in g  o n  a r t i f i c i a l  c o o lin g . 
D e s ig n e d  to  b le n d  h a rm o n io u s ly  
w ith  n a tu re .  T h e  L o tu s  S tu d io  is  
s e t in  a b e a u tif u l  g a rd e n  a d o rn e d  
w ith  a  s e r e n e  f i s h p o n d ,  o f f e r ­
in g  a t r a n q u i l  a n d  r e ju v e n a t in g  
g e ta w a y .

E a rt h  S h c llc r/ C a v c  llo m c  
w ith  Pool &  R o ofto p  (ia r d c n  

(M u rb a d , M a h a ra s h tra )
S t e p  i n s i d e  t h i s  s t u n n i n g  

E a r th e n  h o m e ,  w h e r e  tw o  e l ­
e g a n t  b e d r o o m s  w i th  e n s u i t e  
b a th ro o m s  a w a it  o n  e i t h e r  s id e . 
T h e  c e n t r e p i e c e  o f  th e  e s ta t e  is  
a m e s m e r is in g  s w im m in g  p o o l 
s u r ro u n d e d  by an  in v i t i n g  o u t ­
d o o r  a r c a .  p c r f c c t  fo r  m il e s to n e  
c e l e b r a t i o n s  a n d  s p e c ia l  o c c a ­
s io n s .  I n d u lg e  in  th e  t r a n q u i l ­
l i t y  o f  n a tu r e  w h i l e  e n jo y in g  
th e  c o m f o r ts  o f  th is  s u s ta in a b le  
v i l l a ,  w h e r e  e v e r y  d e t a i l  h a s  
b e e n  th o u g h t f u l l y  c u r a t c d  to  
p r o v id e  a t r u ly  m e m o r a b le  s ta y . 
W h e th e r  i t 's  a ro m a n t ic  g e ta w a y , 
a f a m i ly  v a c a t io n ,  o r  a  s p e c ia l  
c e l e b r a t i o n ,  th i s  E a r th e n  h o m e  
p r o m is e s  an  u n f o r g e t ta b le  e x p e ­
r ie n c e  th a t  e m b o d ie s  th e  e s s e n c e  
o f  n a tu r a l  l u x u r y  a n d  c o u n t r y  
l e i s u r e .  ( lA N S U fe )

The four most popular Earth 
homes for Indian travellers
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Amritpal arrested
AM RlTPALSingh has finally been arrested and 
ineareerated.The Sikh preacher is known among 
his followersas Bhindranwale 2.0 and supported 
allegedly by the notorious Inter Service Intel­
ligence (IS I)o f the Pakistan military with arms 
and ammunition. Curiously, despite all these, 
he kept raising the dust in Punjab without any 
hindrance. A bigger question is, how and why 
the security services could not track down or 
arrest him for a  full 35 days after a  ban was ef­
fected on his outfit Waris Punjab Dc on March 
18. He wras  very much in Punjab. This lack o f 
seriousness on the part o f  the government is 
unacceptable when it comes to handling sensi­
tive situations.

These are the days o f  CCTV cameras in street 
after street and at almost every spot in the public 
sphere. Yet, when a requirement arises, many o f  
these arc found to be not in “operational mode.” 
Properly used, these devices help governments 
to keep a close eye on the happenings and move­
m ents in public places round the clock. The ban 
on the outfit was effected after weeks o f  discus­
sions. Punjab chief minister Bhagwant Mann 
and Union Home Minister Amit Shah discussed 
the matter on March 2. This, after Amritpal and 
his gun-wielding gang stormed a police station 
and clashed with the police in February. Logi­
cally, from then on, he should have been on the 
radar o f  the cops. Had they done so, his arrest 
im mediately after the ban was possible. The 
security agencies w ere caught napping, resulting 
in a shameful situation. Admittedly, the Punjab 
police could not have been fully depended upon. 
The all-powerful central security forces should 
have tracked Am ritpal’s  movement for weeks 
before the ban. For, by any chance, i f  Amrit­
pal had got a chance to cross over to Pakistan. 
India would have had a huge problem at hand. 
An escape from Punjab to Pakistan through the 
border region wras possible.

Amritpal could have kept calling the shots 
from Pakistani soil, just as Dawood Ibrahim 
targeted India from Karachi or other hideouts 
clscw'here for m any years. Had it happened, not 
only Amit Shah but the super sleuth, NSA Ajit 
Doval, too would have cut a very sorry figure. 
Even granted that the pro-Kashm ir terrorists 
have majorly been neutralized through sustained 
efforts from India's part — or due to failure o f  
the Pakistani establishment to keep up its tempo 
against India-- it is important that India contin­
ues its vigil without let or hindrance. Installation 
o f  CCTV cameras alone will not do; they must 
be made full use o f  by the security agencies and 
kept in opcraional mode.

Solar Energy to Power 
the Abode of Clouds

The dry season in  M e­
ghalaya is now accompanied 
with load shedding, which 
is a new issue for the state's 
re sid en ts . In  M eghalaya , 
load shedding has become a 
common occurrence that no 
longer surprises its residents, 
so much so  they have Icamt 
to live with the problem and 
believe it is inevitable. Some 
even think it's their fault that 
they suffer load-shedding. 
W hat can  the  governm ent 
do right away to solve the 
issue, is the question. Unfor­
tunately. it’s possible that the 
issue won't have a  quick fix. 
Sincc the state's government 
docs not appear to have any 
plans or policies in place to 
address it. Ilcnccciti/ens will 
continue to deal with it and 
bear the brunt o f  it.

Effects of load shedding
People who rely on elec­

tricity to run their enterprises 
have  su ffe red  s ig n ific an t 
losses as a result o f  load shed­
ding across the state. It has 
cut oft' the customers' access 
to energy for their homes or 
businesses. The hardest-hit 
small businesses are baker­
ies, Xerox shops, motor re­
pair shops, steel fabricators, 
carpenters, and others. Load 
shedding also gives crooks 
more confidence, and there 
have been cases o f  robberies 
at ATMs while load shedding 
was in effect in the town.

Water supply to  several 
tow ns and  c itie s  has a lso  
been disrupted by load s le d ­
ding, and even people’s daily 
routines have gone haywire. 
People also complained that 
load shedd ing  w as unfair 
because it shut down for a 
longer period o f  time in rural 
areas than in m etropolitan 
oiks. In a nutshell, loadshed­
ding has had a tremendous 
impact on every resident o f  
(he state, and the unfortunate 
aspect is that there doesn’t 
appear to be a resolution in 
the near future.

Is there a solution 
in placc?

In such a situation, the
question is what is the alter-
nativc for M eghalaya? Can 
non-conventional energy be 
the alternative  M eghalaya 
can look to? Before North 
Cast Slow Food and  Agro­
biodiversity Society started 
working on non-conventional 
energy, we asked ourselves if  
there is an existing model that 
wc can study and learn and if 
using solar power is viable. 
Wc remembered that Maple 
Pine Farm, Bed and Break­
fast i sa  business that runs off  
the grid  and could be a model 
for us to emulate.

Wc decided to visit and 
discuss with the person who 
runs the business to under­
stand how he could run his 
business  re ly ing  on  so lar 
pow er only. A fter the d is­
cussions. wc now know' that 
wc already have a working 
model which is reliable. The

By I I H  M ohrmen

discussion wilh Jam es Perry 
encourages us to go  ahead 
w ith the project and help 
provide lights through solar 
pow er to the un-clcctrificd 
villages.

James Perry, a friend and 
ow ner o f  the Farm Bed and 
Breakfast located at Lyn- 
gk icn . M aw phlang. H ima 
M aw phlang said that they 
have been using only solar 
power to run their business 
and it has been twelve years 
sincc they set up their busi­
ness. Perhaps M aple Pine 
Fa rm  Bed and B re ak fast 
is the first and till date the 
only house or business unit 
in the state which is o ff  the 
grid. The fam» has sincc the

the most important thing is to 
understand the combination 
o f  several batteries to  store 
enough energy w ith the num­
ber o f  panels to get adequate 
inputs faster.

Is solar energy 
dependable?

The pertinent question is 
can wc rely on solar energy at 
least for our domestic needs 
in M eghalaya? The person 
who has used only solar for 
his business said that most 
hom es in  th is pa rt o f  the 
world should manage with a 
small capacity solar system 
for main lights. People will 
have to increase their invest­
ment for adequate storage 
(batteries) only i f  they also

beg in n in g  rd ic d  o n ly  on 
non-conventional energy for 
all its power seeds. And the 
best part is  that it is viable 
and they have no complaints 
living off  the grid as solar is 
completely viable.

I)cfunct velar power
installation anrl i t iw t  lights

It is also tme that one can 
sec  many rows o f  solar pan­
els installed it  government 
offices in the state including 
Deputy Commissioners’ of­
fices which do not function. 
Even solar street lamps which 
w ere installed in  d ifferent 
villages and tow ns in the 
sta te  a rc  no t function ing . 
O ne may ask why these solar 
pow er units aad street lamps 
installed at d ftercnt places 
w ent kaput in a matter o f  few 
months. The reason for the 
failure o f  solar units is that 
companies and agencies that 
cam e to  install these solar 
units were fly-by-night o r­
ganizations tint disappeared 
from the state the moment the 
installation was completed. 
A ccording to Jam es Perry 
who has been using solar en­
ergy for more than a decade.

use a fridge, geysers, heat­
ers. etc. He also said that in 
summer when it rains and the 
clouds covcr the sky for days 
and som etim es w eeks, the 
weather condition docs affect 
the generation o f  solar power. 
The trick that he learned is to
adjust and not n se so m rn f the
higher-pow ered equipm ent 
when clouds overcast the sky.
On an ordinary day. the farm 
and B&B unit run a fridge, 
water pumps, a microwave, 
and  even  a geyser in  tw o 
cabins. A lthough they run 
the fridge constantly , they 
manage and control the use 
o f  geysers, w ater pumps, and 
a microwave.

Can solar be the future?
Ihc  question one needs to 

ask is whether solar energy 
has a  future in Meghalaya. 
Despite the state being ealied 
the abode o f  clouds w hen a 
large part o f  the summer skies 
arc cloudy, solar pow er will 
work. Perry reiterated that 
people need to understand 
how  the entire system works. 
Som e people 's un its w ent 
kaput bccausc they installed 
a small system and then used

it for high-energy equipment. 
Then they wonder why their 
batteries don 't last when the 
fault lies with them because 
the input and output did not 
match.

T here is  also a potential 
for the households to sell their 
excess pow er to the grid i f  it 
is  done properly and more 
importantly if  tlx: government 
can put a system in placc for 
people to do  so. T he future 
o f  power in Meghalaya is on 
solar cncigy and even if  they 
canno t u se  so la r  hundred  
percent, households can at 
least try a hybrid o f  solar and 
pow er supply from the grid.

How can Meghalaya 
go solar?

M e g h a la y a  can  go  for 
solar but people need to be 
educated on how the energy 
works and how to use it. Peo­
ple are used to electricity so 
mindset changc amongst the 
people o f  the state to adapt to 
new systems is a must. At the 
government level the McECL 
not only needs to recalibrate 
its technology from conven­
tional energy to  solar, but 
the sta ff  o f  the corporation 
also need to open their minds 
to  changc. The importance 
o f  educating the users was 
also taken seriously by NES- 
FAS when they trained solar 
technicians in every village 
that were clcctrificd by solar 
to  cater to the needs o f  the 
people. To encourage people 
to  shift to  solar o r at least 
hybridize it with electricity, 
the government can subsidize 
households willing to install 
so la r pow er un its in  th e ir  
houses. The state gov ernment 
needs to  immediately conduct 
a feasibility study before it 
decidcs to shift to solar en­
ergy. Research and develop­
ment on panels and battety 
technology help improve the 
system rapidly. It is therefore 
not impossible for Meghalaya 
to go for solar energy in the 
immediate future.

The state and SDG
Sustainable Development 

Goal number 7 (seven) calls
on the countries o f  the world
to ensure people access a f­
fordable, reliable, sustainable, 
and m odem  energy for all. 
If  the state government can 
he lp  p rov ide  su b s id ies  to 
people who are interested in 
migrating from conventional 
energy to  solar, it will be a 
great help to  the households. 
Ihc  government would then 
not only support people who 
are interested  in installing 
solar pow er in their respec­
tive houses but by doing so 
the state is also fulfilling its 
obligation to accomplish at 
least one o f  the SDGs. The 
government may soon insist 
that all new buildings should 
install solar panels on their 
rooftops. Hie MDA govern­
ment would then do itself and 
the state a great service i f  it 
can shift from conventional to 
non-conventional energy.

BJP Meghalaya 
- Trust but Take 

Care Who 
Wc Trust

Editor.
Is the  BJP M eghalaya 

rem otely  contro lled  from 
A ssam? O nce upon a tim e 
in a remote com er o f  this 
countty  a glittering region 
and its people shone bright 
and  w ere the envy o f  the 
ru ling  co tcric  bccausc its 
inhabitants wctc wise and 
w ithstood the attem pts o f  
the rulers to  impose their 
ways upon them. Ihc rulers 
resorted to  im d e n tism  to 
keep the region under their 
control but the people rose 
up. fought tooth and nail 
against the rulers and suc­
ceeded in fonning a region 
o f  their own and the people 
broke into uncontrolled rap­
ture and mcrrim<nt and lived 
happily.

This is not a fable, bc­
causc at this p on t in time I 
can no longer avoid giving a 
first provisional statement o f  
my own hypothesis concern­
ing the "C onraJ short c ir­
cuits M ukul’s bid to join the 
BJP?" report in :hc Shillong 
Times on the 21st April 2023 
and that the Chief Minister 
o f  the erstwhile State that 
w e w ere a pari o f  then is
calling the shots in the pres­

ent situation. It may sound 
rather strange and needs to 
be pondered over, lived with 
and slept with for a long time 
if  we are to understand the 
ramifications o f  th is situa­
tion and still wc may not be 
able to get our heads around 
it wholly'. I regard this as a 
bad conscience, as a serious 
illness that the BJP Megha­
laya has contracted under the 
stress o f the most fundamen­
tal fact that it cannot make 
any headway on its ow n and 
in some mysterious way it 
reminds me o f  the fate o f  the 
first sea creatures that left the 
sea to  start a new life a s  land 
animals or perish billions o f  
years ago.

It m ost ccrta in ly  m ust 
have been a similar experi­
ence  like w hat the B JP in 
Meghalaya is going though 
now ...yet to find its voice 
and express itself. T his re­
portedly unreasonable trust 
that the P arty  has in  The 
C h ie f  M in iste r  o f  A ssam  
c o u ld  e a s ily  become* the 
obituary or a funeral experi­
ence for the BJP in Megha­
laya from which it will take 
more than a 1 lerculcan effort 
to  come back. Whereas those 
first creatures have now es­
tablished themselves as land 
animals, the BJP Meghalaya 
may become disvalued and 
defunct bccausc politics has 
a strange way o f  turning the 
table upside down. I believe

the miserable fed ing  o f  those 
creatures then is in no way 
different from the terrible 
sense o f  discomfort and peril 
that many members o f  the 
BJP in M eghalaya a rc  go ­
ing through right now. All 
instincts that do not discharge 
them selves outw ardly turn 
inward and thus the BJP in 
M eghalaya has apparently  
reve rsed  its evo lu tio n a ry  
process and returned to its 
embryonic form, re-entering 
the  w om b from  w h ich  it 
found life to oncc again be 
deprived o f  any shape, voice, 
and mind o f  its own. It would 
seem  the BJP is bereft o f  
the oncc bright and brilliant 
people o f  this region.

Yours etc..
Gregory F Shullai, 

Via email

2-state policy
Editor.
The reservation m echa­

nism has allow ed political 
parties to  sit up and  take 
deep interest,especially with 
the roster system now being 
thrown back into the legisla­
tive arena to  decide the best 
ou tcom e. N otw ithstanding 
the fact that the Garo com ­
munity has been side-lined 
to  a c e r ta in  e x ten t in  a ll 
these past 50 years by their 
very ow n rep resen ta tives  
and the "ronsln trl"  that has 
been created that the Khasi

and Jaintias lave  taken the 
cream  o f  all developm ent 
across all seven districts, the 
crux o f  all this is bccausc our 
very own Khasi legislators 
have no c o u rse  to stand up 
for what is right bccausc o f  
the "fear" o f  antagonizing the 
other community. All they love 
is money, and power and hcncc 
arc self-centric When it comes 
to the crunch and our rights we 
need people who would stand 
up for vv hat is right and wrong 
and not just gobble up what 
is dished out. l i e  Garos need 
their rights so Id them get their 
due but so do the Khasis and 
Jaintias who ;.rc well within 
thcirconstitutional boundaries. 
A section o f  the G aros have 
now  dem anded a separate 
state in their overall interest. 
'Ihis is a democratic and con­
stitutional right which they 
should take if) to the high­
est echelons o f the country. 
A separate Khasi and Garo 
state w ould be the only way 
forward towards ending the 
conflicting int;rcsts and both 
sides should resolve this in a 
positive spirit.

Yours etc...
D.»minic Stadlin 

Wankhar 
Via email

Amritpal Singh 
finally arrested

With the combined joint 
operations o f  Punjab police 
u ltim ate ly  Sikh  ex trem ist 
Amritpal Singh w as arrested 
under the National Security 
Act (NSA) from a gurdvvara 
under near M oga and  im ­
mediately sent to Dibrugarh 
ja il where other extrem ists 
arc  a lso  under custody. In 
Punjab e lectioneering is in 
progress for the Ja landhar 
Parliamentary bye election. 
Hcncc il is expected from all 
the political parties that they 
should refrain from allega­
tions and countcr allegations 
o n  th e  issue  o f  A m ritpa l 
Singh sincc  pcacc has re ­
turned to the Punjab after a 
great effort.

Antisocial elem ents will

that no one takes any chancc 
to  d is tu rb  the com m unal 
harmony which the Punjab 
state had show n during the 
anti- Sikh riots. In the Punjab 
there was not a single, repeat, 
not a single riot in the state 
during the Sikh riots in Delhi 
in 1984.

Such arc the strong bind­
ing factors among the diverse 
so c ie ties  in the State that 
nobody could create division 
among the various communi­
ties.

Il is w orth  m ention ing  
here that the political a lli­
ance between Akali Dal and 
BJP w as less political and

more social in nature and 
this alliance continued for 
more than 25 years. Il is the 
cu ltu re  o f  P un jab  people  
that they undertake political 
experim ents and th is  w as 
d e a r  f rom the results o f  the 
last assembly elections when 
AAP got a thumping major­
ity in the assembly. But it is 
a pity to note that after three 
months there was a bye- elec­
tion to Sangrur parliamentary 
constituency and AAP parly 
had won a ll the assem bly 
scats o f  Sangrur. But in the 
bye- election AAP lost the 
seat to Sim ran jit Singh o f  
the Akali Dal.

Now again the bye elec­
tion to the Ja landhar Par­
liamentary seat will be held 
on May 10 and from reports 
pouring in through the media 
the Congress is likely to re­
tain the scat.

Ultimately what is impor­
tant is for us to remain united 
and  defeat the an ti- social 
elements w ho try lo  disturb 
ihc  peace  and  com m unal 
amity.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they arc sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

dvtalls wdi be published.

Please support the 
Equitable Distribution 

of Property
By M ichael N  Syiem

O n April 15. 2023. four 
organisations (HNYF, KSU, 
FKJGP and Maitshaphrang) 
held a meeting with some rep­
resentatives o f  the seng Kur 
(Clan) lo discuss the need to 
introduce some amendments 
to the Meghalaya Succession 
lo  Self- Acquired Property 
(K hasi and Ja in tia  Special 
Provision) Act 19X6 and the 
follow ing  points w ere  put 
forward fo" discussions.

T he whole world revolves 
around the economy and the 
stronger (he econom y the 
stro n g e r the coun try , c it­
ing examples like the USA, 
Germany. China, and quite a 
few more. Even Israel which 
is not much b igger in size 
than M cglalaya and where 
65%  o f  its icnritory is desert, 
has a very strong economy 
and attempts by its far big­
ger neighbouring countries 
to ‘bring it to  heel’ time and 
again  had been countered  
successfully by Israel. Israel 
is now  a major player not 
only in the Middle East but 
globally too.

If  Meghalaya is to become 
a  strong and a progressive 
State and tb lc  to protect its’ 
borders besides taking up 
other development activities, 
it has to develop its economy 
and  the involvem ent and 
contribution o f  its Indigenous 
population to strengthen this 
econom ic  developm ent is 
vital.

In the present situation  
where government jobs have 
rea d ied  a near sa tu ra tion

case because o f  the absence 
o f  this law.

In the year 1982 a group 
o f  us. ex K SU  m em bers, 
diseusscd the need for a law 
to give all children o f  the 
family a share o f  the family 
property. A ccordingly to­
gether with some concerned 
friends and members o f  the 
Tribal United Front led by 
(L ) Bah W ife! S long  we 
drafted a bill which was to 
be presented to the KHADC. 
This bill w as however taken 
up and passed by the Megha­
laya Legislative Assembly 
and received the assent o f  
the G overnor on  M ay 23, 
1986 as T he M eghalaya  
Succession to  Self Acquired 
Property ( Khasi And Jaintia 
Spccial Provision)Act 1986 
and published in  the Gazette 
o f  M eghalaya, E xtraord i­
nary. dated 3rd June 1986.

However, in this principal 
Act o f  1986 it mentions only 
the S elf Acquired Property 
o f  the parents that can be 
willed out to their children 
(sons and  daughters). But 
this Self Acquired property 
o f  the parents, in the next 
generation becomes Ances­
tral property to the children 
and it reverts back to  the 
youngest daughter a s per 
our present system o f  inheri­
tance. Therefore, wc arc de­
manding that only this part 
o f  the A nccstral property 
that is inherited from their 
parents and grandparen ts 
be allowed to be  willed out 
to anyone o f  their children

"The word 'Equitable ' gives the  parents 
the flexib ility to 'W ill' o u t their property  

to their children, sons a nd  daughters, 
to whom and how  m uch, according to 
their  wisdom. I f  in certain cases, the 
parents in  their wisdom fe e l  that the  
youngest daughter deserves the  bulk 

or the  entire share, this Law  will allow  
them  to do so by Will. In  a fa m ily  where 

there are no daughters only sons, the 
Will which gives the sons the  right to 

the fam ily  property will prevent the Kur 
(Clan) fro m  snatching away the 

property fro m  them  when their parents 
expire, which is usually the case 

because o f  the absence o f  this law. ”

point, the only viable alterna­
tive is for the young people o f 
the state logo  into economic 
activity in a big way and for 
those who '.lave the capital, it 
will have a multiplier effect 
creating more employment 
opportunities.

For thi*. to happen, eco­
nomic empowerment o f  all 
the children in  the family o f  
the Hynnicvvtrep community 
is a must io allow  them  to 
g ive eollaicral for availing 
o f  loans from the financial 
institution.

T h ere fo re  the need to  
amend the above 1986 Act 
lo  include* the word 'E qu i­
table' mcaring 'F a ir  and Just' 
(not ‘Equal’ as some people 
mistakenly interpreted), and 
the word 'A ncestral’ in the 
principal Act which will then 
read as, the Meghalaya Equi­
table Succession to Ancestral 
and S d f  Acquired Property 
(Khasi and Jaintia  Spccial 
Provision) Act. Proposal to 
include tlx word 'Gift* was 
also made.

T h e  w ord  ‘E q u ita b le ’ 
g ives the parents the flex­
ib il ity  to  ‘Will* ou t the ir  
property  to the ir  child ren , 
sons and daughters, to whom 
and how much, according to 
the ir wisdom. I f  in certain 
eases, the parents in thd r wis­
dom feel that the youngest 
daughter deserv es the bulk or 
the entire share, this Law will 
allow then: to do so by Will. 
In a family where there arc no 
daughters only sons, the Will 
which give* the sons the right 
to  the family property will 
prevent the Kur (Clan) from 
snatching away the property 
from them .vhen their parents 
expire, which is usually the

and successive generations 
and N OT the Ancestral prop­
erty that belongs to the Kur 
(Clan).

After more than 30 years 
o f  campaigning w e are glad 
that more and more families 
arc  equitab ly  d istribu ting  
their properties to  all their 
chi Idren, sons and daughters. 
But it must be emphasised 
here that there must be a law 
in placc to  strengthen and 
legalise this distribution o f  
inheritance by way o fa  Will 
o r by a Gift.

Wc arc facing challeng­
ing times from challenging 
forces and unless wc eco­
nomically empower all our 
children, sons and daughters 
w h en e v er  p o s s ib le ,  o u r  
m atrilineal society will not 
be  ab le  to  w ith stand  the  
onslaught facing us today 
and the years to come.

T he prob lem  o f  influx 
which is mainly driven  by 
a v a ila b ili ty  o f  e c o n o m ­
ic o p p o r tu n itie s , w ill be 
cheeked to a great extent 
w hen m ore and m ore in ­
digenous people o f  the state 
en ter into econom ic activ i­
ties encouraged by this new 
legislation.

Wilh ihis vision in mind 
we a p p e a l to  th e  H yn- 
n iew trep  people  for the ir 
view s and op in ions, their 
cooperation and  support in 
bringing about a legislation 
that is progressive and an 
a sse t to  a ll  th e  c h ild ren  
o f  th e  fam ily  a n d  th e ir  
g e n e ra tio n s and  w ith the 
talen ts and the resources 
available in ou r State, let 
us make our Meghalaya an
economic 
pride o f  India.

crhou , the
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“I f  you're a true warrior, competition 
doesn't scare you. It makes you better. ”

—  A ndrew  W hitw orth

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
Vot NwI.XV N0.253 Mill J OXi. TUSDAV, APRII.25.2013

State as arbiter in personal matters
A person bom  to two Khasi tribal parents who 

wishes to adopt the clan name o f  the father will 
now be derecognised as a  Scheduled Tribe. The 
Khasi Hills District Council has cited Sections 3 
and 12 o f  the Khasi Hills A utonom ous District 

Khasi Social Custom o f  Lineage Act. 1997 to 
buttress its cass and to argue that in a matrilineal 
society all peisons born o f  Khasi parents must 
necessarily adopt the clan name/surnam e o f  the 
mother o f  lose the Schedule Tribe status. In this 
contentious issue the clan heads are not con­
sulted nor have their view s been sought. These 
days in non-tribal societies, women continue 

to hold on  to iheir maiden surname instead o f  
affixing their husband’s surname. N o one has 
any problem  with this and certainly not any 
stale institution. These are personal m atters that 
are best left to individuals. In the Khasi society 

if  a  person born o f  Khasi parents applies for a 
Scheduled Tribe certificate which grants certain 
rights and privileges to that person, it is enough 
to establish the parentage. W hether that person 

takes the mother or father’s clan name should 
not be the concern o f  any state institution as that 
would mean that such institution is intruding 
into a  personal space.

We have several instances o f  Khasi m ale civil 
servants and diplomats who have a problem  ex­
plaining to people in foreign countries o r even 
in states outside their own. why their wives and 

children carry a surname different to theirs. To 
get out o f  this predicament o f  having to explain 
themselves repeatedly they have dccidcd to lend 
their own surnames to the wife and children. 

Those children cannot be deprived o f  the tribal 
status merely because they chose to take the fa­
ther's  surname. In Khasi society it is considered 
a taboo to marry within the clan. It is for this 
reason that Khasis believe they should preserve 
the sanctity o f this custom  and if children carry 
the father’s  instead o f  the m other’s surname then 
at som e point there might be a possibility lhat 
such taboo occurs and persons o f  the same clan 

intermarry. But this presupposes that such fami­
lies are ignorant o f  their family tree. This never 
happens in tlie Khasi accounting o f  lineage. 
The elders remem ber the 'ja il ' o r clan name o f  

all their ancestors and interm arriage amongst 
members o f  the same clan through ignorance 
does not happen.

It is therefore time to put this topic to rest and 
move on with the times. Personal m atters such 
as whose surname the children o f  a particular 
Khasi couple wish to adopt is not a m atter for 
any institution o f  the state to decide.

The problem with 
Meghalaya’s roster discourse

A lot has been sa id  and 
w ritten  on  the M eghalaya 
Reservation Policy 1972 and 
the roster system notified in 
M ay 2022. T he society  is 
divided on the  issue on tribal 
community lines. Depending 
upon which tribe one belongs 
to. it is apparent that society 
is a lready opinionated and 
has already m ade up its mind 
as to the conclusion. T he v i­
sion is blurred and the mind 
is b lo c k ed  from  n u ances 
related to the issue. It is like 
the saying, ‘when the cup is 
already full it is 
im possible  to  
fill it with

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

rew orking o f  die reservation 
rat io o r the rosier system will 
have to be gradual.

The role o f political par­
ties in the roster discourse 
is  concern ing . A lm ost a ll 
o f  them  a re  play ing  safe. 
They arc mostly explaining 
technicalities only to confuse 
society with tlx* hope that the 
m atter dies a natural death. 
For exam ple. Paul Lyngdoh 
justifies non-tinkering with

the fight would be amongst 
the  K hynriam , Pnar. Bhoi. 
W ar and  you  nam e w hat. 
Period!

Tlie understanding o f  res­
e rv a tio n  in M eghalaya  is 
dichotomous. W hen it comes 
to  the state government jobs, 
it d ivides the com m unities 
and in case o f  central govern­
ment jobs. it unites diesc very 
c om m un ities , in  fac t, the  
basic premise o f  reservation

this is w hat reservation docs 
then society will need to have 
a good hard look into it and 
revisit this entire framework. 
As a silver lining, a recent 
piece by Shillong Mail por­
trayed a changc in the m ind­
se t o f  the students tow ards 
reservation and roster.

Tlie best way to  resolve 
the conflict is  to actually ad ­
dress the inherent problems 
in M eghalaya education. I f  
quality education is provided 
and backed w ith proper in­
frastructure the competitive 

spirit would be acccler- 
atcd. The schools in 

th e  ru ra l a re as 
a rc  in  bad  

s h a p e  
a n d

A s the readers 
a rc  a lre ad y  a w a re  o f  th e  
technicalities in the rcscrva- 
tion and roster system , this 
co lum n  w ill refra in  from  
touching upon them. On the 
contrary, an attem pt is made 
to highlight m atters w hich 
are related to  the  discourse.

It is alright to love one’s 
ow n tr ibe , but it is p ro b ­
lem atic  w hen  it b ecom es 
the only factor in deciding 
con ten tious issues. In the 
true sense o f  the discourse, 
the rese rva tion  a nd  roster 
debate is not a G aro-Khasi 
issue. It is a  debate for de­
velopment o f th c  state based 
upon logical and sound basis 
such as population s i/e  and 
socio-economic status. That 
way the reservation policy is 
to be rclookcd and reworked 
with it rider th.it it would be 
re-evaluated 10 years hence. 
By that lim e the dem ograph­
ics o f  Meghalaya would have 
changed again. Looking a t a 
Garo Khasi student one secs 
the sam e desire  and spark 
to com e up in life and be a 
change agent. I f  the roster 
conflict w as not there, both 
w o u ld  h a v e  go t on  w ith  
their lives and doing what 
they do best. The only thing 
that the roster conflict is d o ­
ing is flaring up communal 
fee lings and  anim osity . If 
this continues the collateral 
dam age will be  too  much to 
bear. M eghalaya w ill sink 
in th is hatred o f  the other 
c o m m u n ity  a ffe c tin g  the  
peace that prevails. It would 
be wise for all communities 
to com e together and  dish 
out the differences and find 
a common path that can be 
worked on for the next five 
years. There is no one-shot 
im m edia te  so lu tion  to  the 
issue. Any solution, be it the

the reservation poli­
cy a s they lost in 25 out o f  36 
constituencies in  Khasi hills 
despite mentioning ‘change 
in reservation policy’ in the 
UDP manifesto. This is an a t­
tempt a t misdiiection dirough 
disinformation. It is political 
shrew dness w hile sh ifting  
blam e to  the voters. Som e 
parties say that they do not 
want trouble, “ hat is only al-

is to help communities 
com e ‘a t pa r’ w ith all oth- 
crs. It is a means to ensure 
adequate  representation in 
jo b s  and education with the 
u ltim ate intention o f  he lp­
ing a particular community 
scale up. T his m eans it has 
to have a  tim e frame. O n the 
contrary, it has turned into

“The well cherished and valued words/thoughts 
like 'we need to study, work hard, sincerity 

dedication, determination, etc ‘are somehow lost in 
the wilderness o f  reservation and roster. Students 
seem to be planning and implementing their study 
and pmfessional approaches by having reservation 

on the back o f  their minds. ”

right i f  they walk the talk by 
trying to  solv: the conflict. 
Till date, nothing as such is 
forthcoming. Now. when the 
legislature fail* to do its duty, 
it then spills into the strccts 
and the prcssuie groups come 
in. Then it would become a 
different ball gam e o f  law 
and order, in particular, the 
c la im  by HSPD P that the  
only solution lo the problem 
is  separate staichood for the 
G aros and  Kkasis is short­
sighted. Some Garo groups 
a re  ha rp ing  on th e  sam e. 
It is opportunistic with the 
motive to  remain relevant in 
politics. I f  all problems arc to 
be solved by statehood then 
the  mindset would continue 
to  b ecom e  narrow er. For 
exam ple, wha: arc the guar­
antees that i f  tkc Khasis get a 
separate state that jobcduca- 
tion reservation issues would 
never crcep up again? Then

a political vote bank and no 
political parlies have the guts 
and gum ption to  appropri­
ately structure and redefine 
its framework. The Itammcr 
o f  reservation falls hardest 
on the students. Reservation 
seems to work in an inverted 
manner. The well chcrishcd 
and valued w ords/ thoughts 
like ‘w e need to study, work 
hard, sincerity , dedication, 
determination, etc’ are some­
how lost in the w ilderness 
o f  rese rva tion  a nd  roster. 
Students seem  to be planning 
and implementing their study 
and professional approaches 
by having reservation on the 
back o f  their minds. T his is 
counter-productive as instead 
o f  m o tivating  s tu d e n ts  to 
reach for the highest levels, 
the reservation cu t-off seems 
to be the stimulus and decid­
ing fac tor for the effort in 
studies and w ork culture. If

O o n l y  
c o  m - 
fo r t fo r  

the  s h o r t­
c o m in g s in 

education is that 
at least there is rcscrva 

tion and roster as a saving 
grace. This thinking is flawed 
and it will not develop M e­
ghalaya. In one  discussion, 
it w as found that while the 
residents o f  Shillong do want 
to gradually m ow  away from 
reservation, the only concern 
w hich is holding them  back 
from com ing out openly is 
the condition o f  schools in 
the rural a reas. I f  w e look 
at the  UG CU ET issue, the 
only reason for exem ption 
for M eghalaya  is the  sad 
sta te  o f  affairs in the rural 
educational infrastructure . 
T h is  p ro te c tiv e  m ind -se t 
has to  change. As a society 
w c cannot continue like this 
forever. These are  the type 
o f  issues that the political 
parties and the government 
are supposed to look at and 
work on. The real problem 
is not reservation and roster. 
The real problem is systemic 
in nature. For example, the 
timeframe within which NEP 
2020 is to  be implemented 
is 2030. It is m id-2023. but 
w e a re  yet to see a  clear-cut 
road map from the govern­
ment on its implementation 
strategy. We are all looking 
a t the sm oke and missing out 
on the fire!

In the end, the  roster con- 
f iic t has co m e  a s  an o p ­
portunity  to s tudy  and  un­
derstand the real problem s 
concerning human resource 
developm ent in Meghalaya. 
It is  the  resp o n sib ility  o f  
a ll to  com e  to g e th e r  and 
w o rk  to w a rd s  th is  e n d . 
(T h e  w r i te r  te a c h e s  a t  
N E H U : Email • benjamin® 
nehu.ac.ln)

O f schools 
and their 

responsibilities
Editor,
A s a parent I thank the 

S ta te  E d u ca tio r  D e p a rt­
m ent fo r  s te p p in g  in on  
an im p o rta n t m a tte r tha t 
the school authorities have 
flagrantly neglected to con­
sider and that is :o involve 
s tuden ts  in  school spo rts  
during  the heat wave lhat 
sw ept through th : country 
and did not leave Meglialaya 
unscathed. Thankfully  the 
heat w ave seem s to  have 
left us for now a lk r  the rains 
a rriv e d  on S a turday  la st. 
But one never knows with 
the frequently  fluctuating 
w eather condition; vis a  vis 
C lim ate Change which has 
affected the entire world.

Wc parents want our chil­
dren to  be physically active, 
m ore so  because that is part 
o f  the ir  grow ing  up years 
and also bccausc there arc 
so few opportunities for chil­
dren today to  be involved in 
physical activities Most o f  
the time they are glued to the 
cellphone as i f  it b in g s them 
the greatest jo y  b it it is pos­
sible that the mobile phone

is  an escape from things that 
trouble  them . T hat said, I 
would request the  school au­
thorities to kindly be sensi­
tive to the changing w eather 
conditions and  not subject 
them  to long hours in the 
b u rn in g  heat o f  th e  sun . 
especially  around midday. 
Even wc adults cou ld  feel 
the burn ing  heat w hen we 
arc  outside for a b rie f  while 
without umbrellas. Think o f  
the little children especially, 
i am  all for toughening up 
kids but not at the cost o f  
th e ir  health. Schools need 
to  adjust their calendars in 
the  light o f  Clim ate Change. 
I know some parents might 
think I am  m olly-cuddling 
my daughter but a s a mother 
1 am the one who has to nurse 
her back to  health should she 
be  adversely affected by the 
heat wave.

Yours ctc..
Evelyn Lyngdoh Thabah.

Via email

Feeble Chief 
Minister!

hditor.
Preceding the year 2018, 

w h en  D r M ukul Sangm a 
w as the C h ief M inister, an

aura o f  discipline am ong the 
bu ieauerats w as evident as 
Dr Sangma w ielded author­
ity  in an uncom prom ising  
manner. Though accused o f  
being autocratic in his style 
o f  functioning, the ex-CM  
w as able lo rein in the babus. 
Dr Sangm a w as s teadfast 
and inflexible in his dealings 
w ith  the  high ly  qua lif ied  
bureaucrats. N atura lly  a a 
good num ber o f  officers o f  
the low er rung  w ho w ere 
answerable to  their respec­
tive Secre taries. C om m is­
sioners c t al w ere furtively 
not unhappy with Dr Mukul's 
actions

H ow ever, follow ing the 
2018 M eghalaya State A s­
sem bly elec tions w hen  Dr 
M ukul's party  lost the steer­
ing wheel to Conrad Sangma 
this socio -political scenario 
saw  a turn around . In my 
umpteenth interactions with 
som e A griculture/H orticul­
ture field  officers, several 
o f  whom have sincc retired, 
they  h a v e  re -cc h o cd  the  
views that w hen Dr M ukul 
w as the CM the behavioral 
pattern o f  the  bureaucrats 
w'as by a n d  la rg e  o n e  o f  
e tiq u e tte  w hich prov ided  
for a good interface. Para­
doxically, on assumption o f  
pow ers by Conrad Sangma

these  b a b u s  h av e  d e v e l­
oped a cavalier attitude. The 
o ffice rs  in  question  have 
told m e that w henever the 
bureaucra ts  called  on the 
agro-horticul!ural farms or 
experim en ts , nursery  s ta ­
tions where exotic plants arc 
raised, the lat e r  would ferry 
home som e sich  exceptional 
plants. W hen I queried the 
concc rncd  office rs  o f  the 
sudden  tu rnaround in the 
mannerisms o f the bureau­
c ra ts. they just concluded 
that such display ofbrusquc- 
ness have accentuated post 
th e  M ukul era a n d . they  
reiterated, thi> goes without 
saying lhat tkc said babus 
have becom e em boldened  
because wc have an incum ­
bent C h ief Minister who is 
diametrically different from 
his former counterpart.

Yours etc., 
Jerome K Dicngdoh.

Shillong-2

Land scant 
nearNPP  

Office
Editor.
T he M D a  01 g o v e rn ­

m e n t w a s  u n p o p u la r  for

being soaked in a number o f  
scam s which allegedly took 
place in various sectors and 
departments. But there was 
one such alleged scam which 
has been meticulously kept 
under the carpet for the last 
couple o f  years w hich is the 
alleged land scam w here in a 
huge chunk o f  land near tlie 
upcoming NPPoffice (ahead 
o f  B iv ar R oad ) has  been  
illegally converted into rev­
enue land and subsequently 
tran s fe ra b le  land. T his il­
legal tran sfe r o f  land has 
been allegedly done under 
the nose o f  ihc authorities 
and b ig  businessmen hailing 
from Policc Bazar area arc 
said to have benefited from 
it a s  they have got the land 
transferred in their nam es 
for peanuts as com pared to 
the prevailing  rates in the 
European wards.

It is highly disappointing 
that this matter has been kept 
under wraps with absolutely 
nobody raising this issue and 
in nil likelihood it will re- 
main concealcd as the same 
government and concerned 
ministers are in pow er again.

T he people responsible for 
this fraudulent activity may 
w alk away scot-frcc, while 
the environm ent and green 
cover o f  the area will suffer 
in the long n in  apart from 
the huge loss to the state's 
exchequer.

It is the  duty o f  the  gov­
e rnm ent to com e clean on 
this matter by e ither punish­
ing the culprits o r rubbishing 
the  a lleg a tio n  w h ich  can 
only be done by  setting up 
an unbiased enquiry which 
should be monitored by the 
High Court too a s that area 
overlooks the C h icf Justice's 
Bungalow  and M eghalaya 
S tate  Jud ic ia l A cadcm y. I 
also request the civil society 
to take up this matter in order 
to  save our state from such 
scams.

Yours etc.. 
N ame w ithheld on request. 

Via email

A rticles an d  le tte rs ap ­
p earin g  on ih is  p age  a re  
th e  v iew s o f  the w rite rs ' 
a u th o r s  a n d  not (ha t o f  
The Shillong Times

On G ender Equality, 
Individual Freedom 

& Khasi Status
By Am ia Khartltomi

Equality ii a Myth o r at least, 
ju s t a vision. G overnments 
a re  fo rm u la ting  po lic ie s , 
enacting laws and investing 
m oney to implement gender 
equality. But more than that, 
w c  have ihc media promot­
in g  a nd  encou rag ing  life  
choices that move socicty 
tow ards their goal o f  gender 
equality. And I believe it is 
a  myth, nat bccausc women 
c annot com pete with men 
in  specific areas w hen: they 
have the aptitude to compctc 
and ev en 'jc better than men, 
such as mcdicinc and phar- 
maccutic.il and hcalthcarc. 
It is  a myth because there 
w ill never be an organ ic  
g e nder equality. It has  to 
be manufactured in a social 
laboratory. And such an in­
organic social structure can 
o n ly  be  achieved through 
governm ent regula tion  o f
human interaction, choices
and  behaviours, i.e ., via a 
totalitarian state.

W hen h e  biological man, 
and trans .voman athlete. Lia 
Thomas, defeated the female 
sw im m ers, so c ic ty  c rie d  
foul. How could  b io lo g i­
cal women compete w ith a 
biologica man in sports?O r 
when Trans woman (biologi­
cal man) MM A fighter Fallon 
Fox broke her female oppo­
nent Tam ka Brents' skull, it 
w as obvious that there is no 
such thin£ a s gender equal­
ity. But row  som eone will 
say. "Tha: is stupid. G ender 
equality is not about making 
women compete with men in 
physical sports. It is about 
g iv in g  w om en the a b ility  
to  compctc in  those areas 
where they have the aptitude 
to  compe e." Then w hy call 
it GcndcrEquality? Why not 
just call it equal opportunity 
for every individual?

T he reason may be that, 
the term Gender Equality is 
primarily used to  insinuate 
that WOMEN arc getting un­
fair trcatnent, even in areas 
w here they naturally have 
no t been ab le  to com pete 
with m en Gender Equality 
has primarily meant equal­
ity  for w omen and by ex ­
tension. equality fo r those 
biologica men w ho identify 
a s  women, i.e., transgendcrs, 
such as the above mentioned 
athletes. So, G ender E qual­
ity has nothing to  do with 
a ffo rd in g  eq u a l a n d  fa ir  
opportunity to every  indi­
vidual to compete, but more 
to  do  w iih regula ting  hu ­
m an behaviour and choices, 
to  m ove so c ic ty  tow ards 
a sta te  where w om en are  
compelled and encouraged 
to  embrace masculinc roles 
and  tra its  and when: men 
a re  cncotragcd to cmbracc 
the idea that masculinity is 
no t an iihc rcn t quality  o f  
m anhood but that men can 
becom e .vomen and  even 
com pctc with women in ar­
eas where biological women 
are not naturally capable o f  
c om pctii^  w ith biological 
men. Such expectation from 
w omen is countcr-produc- 
tivc to  th; developm ent o f  
their natural aptitude, traits 
and happiness. T hus, it is 
a  social structure sustained 
by policy and  regu la tion , 
and not an organic  social 
structure shaped by normal 
human interaction, and the 
in te rp lay  o f  natura l m as­
culinc  ai d  fem inine traits 
between men and women.

But w hat abo u t p laces 
like  M eghalaya tha t have 
institu tionalised  fem inism  
a nd  m atrilineality?  F em i­
nism is  not ju st a tradition, 
and a trait, but a law o f  the 
land. I f  a w om an marries a 
dkhar (outsider) o r a pharcng 
(foreigner), the children will 
be identified a s  K hasi via 
the matri incal system. But 
ev en  if  a Khasi man mar­
ries a fellow Khasi woman, 
and they d o  not follow the 
m atrilineal nom encla ture, 
the ir  chi dren w ill b e  d e ­
prived o f  their Khasi status, 
according to scction I0(l)(c) 
o f  the existing Khasi Hills 
Autonomous District (Khasi 
Social Custom o f  Lineage) 
Act. 1997, even though both 
their parents arc Khasi.

But when the KH AD C. 
led  by  the fo rm er C E M . 
(L ) H . S. S h y lla . passed  
the Khasi Social Custom o f 
Lineage (Amendment) Bill, 
2018 to deprive thcchildrcn 
o f  inter-racial marriages of 
their Khasi status, the intel­
lectuals a id  the women folk 
c ricdfoul ‘‘It is unjust," they

a Khasi m other o f  their 
Khasi sta tus." And rightly 
so. I support the right o f  ev­
eryone to marry w homever 
they want. A nd it would be 
an unjust law to deprive the 
children o f  a Khasi mother, 
the ir Khasi status. T hat is 
com m on sense. BU T, the 
rejection ofShylla's Amend­
m ent B ill h igh ligh ted  the 
double standards and  true 
gender inequality present in 
our community, where it is 
on the other hand acccptcd 
as a ju s t law  for ch ild ren  
o f  tw o  K h as i p a re n ts  to 
be deprived o f  their Khasi 
status, just bccausc they fail 
to  fo llow  the m atrilineal 
nomenclature.

And now , the  K H AD C 
under the present CEM has 
advocated the idea o f  depriv­
ing Scheduled Tribe status to 
children o f  Khasi parents if
they do not follow the matri-
Iincal nomenclature.

And based on all o f  this 
institutionalised feminism, 
we a rc  s till in c re as in g ly  
f ig h tin g  fo r  the  m yth  o f  
G ender Fxjuality by debat­
ing whether women should 
be a llow ed to hold offices 
in Dorbar Shnong and even 
to contest for the office o f  
Rangbah Shnong, thereby 
diluting the last patriarchal 
aspect o f  our traditions.

T he proposition  is that 
there can never be an organic 
G ender Equality across the 
board. You either live in a 
Patriarchal socicty. within 
w-hich you  have a b road  
range o f  social struc tu res  
like Islamic society, trad i­
tiona l C h r is t ian  W estern  
c ivilization, ctc. which a f­
fo rd s d if fe r in g  le v e ls  o f  
individual freedom for both 
m en a n d  w om en , o r  you  
live in a Feminised society 
like M eghalaya and others, 
which a lso affords dilTering 
levels o f  individual freedom. 
Socicty w ill cither be male 
ccntric o r  w om en ccntric. 
and the extent o f  individual 
freedom will vary for w om­
en o r men depending on it 
being patriarchal or women 
c en tric , a s  w c  have  seen 
from our socicty.

And what about Scandi­
navia and  A m erica, where 
it seem s probable o r at least 
p o ss ib le  to  b u ild  a tru ly  
gender equal socicty. which 
leans neither to Patriarchal 
so c ic ty  no r to  Fem inised  
socicty, where the lines be­
tw een  n a tu ra l m ascu line  
tra its  and  fem in ine  tra i ts  
are blurred? Well, they arc 
a recent social experim ent 
on gender equality, and they 
arc still in transition. Their 
equality is also not organic, 
but sustained by  a vast bu­
reaucracy. and in doing so, 
the ir societies tend to  be­
com e totalitarian.

Thus, w e have to  choose, 
w hether a Patriarchal socicty 
w ill ensure our survival or 
w hether w c can continue as 
a Feminist socicty, under the 
threa t o f  o th e r patriarchal 
cu ltu res that surround  us. 
But I believe that the prin­
c iple which should be out 
ideal principle, independent 
o f  w hether we arc a patriar­
chal o r feminist society, is 
the principle o f  individual 
freedom, and non-intrusion 
o f  the  s ta te  in to  reg u la t­
ing human choices and be­
hav iou r. T he S ta te  m ust 
not actively impose gender 
equality . Even the  m edia 
m ust not active ly  promote 
choices and lifestyles that 
arc counter intuitive to  or­
ganic human traits in men 
and w om en. I f  you  w ant 
Equality, provide Equality 
across the board, and let the 
free market o f  ideas deter­
mine the outcomc. according 
to  the vision and convictions 
o f  our people.

And if  old age traditions 
arc to  be questioned, such 
as w hether w om en should 
be allow ed to  hold offices in 
IX»rbar Shnongs or even the 
officc o f  Rangbah Shnong. 
then thcrc should bean  equal 
introspection into w hether 
the Tradition and K HADC 
clause that deprives the chil­
dren o f  two Khasi parents 
o f  their Khasi status just be­
cause they do not follow the 
m atrilineal nom encla ture, 
is a just and equitable law. 
o r w hether it seriously in­
fringes on  their rights a s  per 
the sam e principles o f  fair­
ness and individual liberty, 
with which the community 
re jected  the K hasi Social 
C ustom  L ineage A m end­
ment Bill. 2018.
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4 With the new day conies new strength 
and new thoughts

—  K lcanor Roosevelt
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The wrong horse
THE proof o f the pudding is in the eating. This 
expression means that the value, quality, or truth 
o f  something must be judged based on direct 
experience with it— or on its results. B ihar’s 
ch ie f minister Nitish Kumar has begun scout­
ing around to forge opposition unity -- with 
the express purpose o f  dislodging the BJP and 
grabbing power at the Centre. Nitish, famously 
called “ Kursi Kumar” as he buried ideology 
and sat over it like a Raja for many years, now 
croons, "I don’t have lust for power, do  not in­
tend to be PM, want to do good for the country." 
Such protestations might be taken with a  pinch 
o f  salt. The past hangs heavy on him. His record 
speaks volumes.

West Bengal’s M amata Banerjee asserted. 
“Wc have no personal ego. We want to work 
together and collectively.’* To the discerning eye, 
what’s common between the two ch ief ministers
-  o f  Bihar and West Bengal -  was their “ lust” 
for the PM ’s post, which they had asserted and 
reasserted in the past. Kumar, with his deputy 
CM Tcjashwi Yadav in tow. met UP s Akhilcsh 
Yadav and Congress stalw arts including the 
Sonia-Rahul com bine. Now, K um ar carries 
with him  an affirmation o f  support from the 
Congress, SP and TMC to take the cause for­
ward. Admittedly, this is for the first time that a 
semblance o f  “unity” is in evidence among the 
principal opposition parties. Kumar would take 
the canvassing further in the com ing days with 
a somewhat childish, yet calculated assertion, “ I 
don 't want anything for myself.” By uplifting 
Kumar to the national stage. Tejashwi’s eyes are 
firmly set on the CM ’s chair. There's a ‘method 
in the madness*.

The push by Kum ar begins exactly a year 
before the start o f  the process for the 2024 
general elections involving both parliament and 
assemblies. The timing is perfect. A big problem 
however is the credibility factor. Rahul Gandhi 
has received a hit below his belt via a court order. 
He might nol be able to fight o r even campaign 
for the next polls. The principal opponent o f  PM 
Modi is thus rubbing his wounds; which clearly 
prompted the Congress to have “adjustments” 
with the likes o f  Kumar. In the parliamentary 
polls. India has already edged eloser to the US 
style o f  two main presidential candidates fight­
ing things ouL based on their individual merits 
and demerits. Here, instead, the perceived PM 
nominees would fight it out during the campaign 
time. Set against Modi, Nitish has a  record o f 
poor, sleepy governance; Bihar remained mostly 
in the dark ages under his long years o f  rule. 
Herein lies ihc rub. He could as well be the 
aughing stock; the wrong horse to bet on.

MDA 2.0 Govt must correct flaws 
in New Shillong Township

It is m andatory for the 
G overnm ent o f  the day  to 
seriously plan for the growth 
o f  the New Shillong Town­
ship (NST) so  that it is free 
from all the defects o f  the 
old Shillong, fro m  w hat is 
visible today it is  evident 
that successive gov ernments 
including tlx; present one is 
allowing the growth o f  the 
new tow nship without any 
long term plans and hence 
the em erging flaws, e spe ­
cially the narrow roads and 
encroachm en t o f  houses, 
shops and  ho te ls in to  the 
main road. A s o f  now. the 
NST is growing organically 
w ithou t a ny  c o n tro l. U l­
tim ately it will be exactly 
like the old Shillong with all 
the defects o f  an unplanned 
city. However, even at this 
stage it is not too late to  start 
introducing and  executing 
the p lann ing  for the  NST 
by incorporating new ideas 
and additions to the Master 
Plan by m aking  s tra teg ic  
changes and adding robust 
building rules to it. This was 
wc can eliminate many de­
fects like narrow roads, non­
existent drainage system, etc. 
which are the eyesores in old 
Shillong but arc now surfac­
ing in the NST.

T he G overnm en t m ust 
have a v ision to  im agine 
what the NST will look like 
50 years from now. I hap­
pened  to  a tte n d  the  g e n ­
eral meeting o f  the Pyngrope 
C lan  held a t the football 
Ground o f  Tynring Village 
on Saturday March 11 .2023 
and personally experienced 
the inconveniencc o f  d riv ­
ing  th ro u g h  D ie n g p aso h  
to reach Tynring village. A 
heavily-loaded pickup truck 
in front o f  us moved at snail’s 
pacc and our bus could not 
overtake it as the road was 
too narrow'. I have also seen 
several new houses coming 
up tha t w ere  constructed  
right on the road.

The G overnm ent needs 
to issue guidelines through 
the  Urban A ffa irs D epart­
ment/the headman to allow 
construction  o f  houses o r
building!! only w hen they
fulfil certain criteria and do 
not v io la te  the  safety and 
security norms or spoil the 
am biance o f  the surround­
ing areas. Houses should not 
be too elose  to  each other 
nor encroach on the road. 
All house ow ners need to 
follow the building bylaws 
very strictly so as to enhance 
the beauty o f  New Shillong. 
This is the right time when 
the G overnm ent needs to 
intervene by convening the 
ex isting narrow roads into 
a broader road, preferably a 
4-lane road immediately as 
waiting any longer is not the 
option due to the difficulty in

By Louis Pyngrope

getting additional land from 
the property owners on the 
existing roadside.

Secondly as an attraction 
for tourists and scholars, the 
Government needs to invest 
on infrastructure by purchas­
ing more land to construct 
a  market p late (strictly  for 
female traders which is more 
suitable for cur matrilincal 
society) more or less equiva­
lent to lewduh (Bara Bazaar) 
or shopping mails. A lso se t­
ting up good schools and col­
leges in NST so a s  to prevent 
further crowding o f  Shillong 
city and thereby ease traffic 
congestion in Shillong.

T h ird ly , G o v ern m e n t 
should take swps to convert 
the ex isting playground in 
Tynring into a state o f  the 
art S tad ium  a nd  G ym na­
sium for indoor and outdoor 
gam es w ith  provision for 
future expansion. T his time

pcrience in Old Shillong is 
a serious concern and it is 
likely to  continue in New 
Shillong i f  w c do not act 
fast. This will deter tourists 
from visiting our state. No 
e fforts w ere m ade by the 
past governm ents to solve 
these problems by building 
flyovers, ropeways, etc. Fur­
ther. the e lectronics traffic 
signal system is the best tool 
to regulate traffic in various 
parts o f  the world but not 
so  in our sta le  after it w as 
tested for a lim ited period 
o f  time. I am  convinced that 
the failure o f  the e lectronics 
traffic  signal system  w as 
purely due to the out- dated 
and sub-standard softw are 
used during its implementa­
tion. This technology is still 
accepted w ith pride even by 
ad vanced  c iv ilis a tio n s  o f  
the world. Ih c  problem  in 
solving such issues lies on

the  M D A 02 G overnm en t 
has a competent and capable 
minister looking after Tour­
ism. who can weigh the flaws 
brought to  his notice and 
make immediate correction, 
especially  o r  the issue  o f  
proper drainage system and 
laying o f  water pipelines for 
the benefit o f  the citizens o f  
New Shillong. Such flaws 
have surfaced now  and im­
mediate correction needs to 
be made for a proper growth 
o f  New Shillong.

A gain, a s a  suggestion
to convert the narrow roads 
to  broad and com fortab le  
roads, a  detailed plan must be 
drawn to expand the existing 
narrow  road w ith a  provi­
sion to  includc tram rails for 
trams to ply over the whole 
city. A s a special attraction 
to  to u ris ts , a rrangem ents 
can be made for funiculars 
to ply at so ire  places w ith 
good gradient w here there 
is presence o f beautiful gar­
dens/ waterfalls et al. Also, 
ropew ays connecting both 
O ld and New Shillong may 
be planned for the locals and 
visiting tourists.

The traffic jam s wc cx-

thc ability o f  the MLA wc 
have clcctcd and appointed 
by the Government to take 
the responsib ility  to  look 
after all these concerns and 
advise the G overnment ac­
cordingly. T his time the new 
set o f  legislators have enough 
wisdom to understand what 
is good for a planned New 
Shillong as they can take ad­
vantage o f  new  and relevant 
technology.

From the view  point o f  
beauty, the condition o f  the
New Shillong is alarm ing.
Now is the right tim e for 
the Government to start re­
viewing and constructing 4 
lane roads from the ccntral 
poin t o f  N ew  Sh illong  to 
the surrounding ccntrcs so 
that traffic congestions can 
be avoided in future by tak­
ing into considera tion  the 
existing rate o f  increase o f  
veh icle s regis tered  within 
o u r  s ta te  and  the  rise  in 
population. As o f  now. one 
may think that such ideas 
arc irrelevant for a small city 
like Shillong but we will be 
happy to see the benefits 50 
years hcncc.

It is h igh tim e for the

M D A 02 G o v ern m e n t to 
conic up w ith a permanent 
solution to case the ex ist­
ing  tra ffic  c o n g es tio n  in 
both O ld  Shillong  (which 
w as not planned  sincc  its 
inception) and New Shillong 
(which is now growing arbi­
trarily in an unplanned man­
ner) which really aflects the 
life o f  common man. I f  the 
above points are taken into 
considera tion , the tourists 
who visit New Shillong will 
praise its excellent planning 
and its beauty and word o f  
m outh  w ill sp read  abou t 
New- Shillong’s reputation 
as the city deserving o f  being 
awarded for being a clcan. 
smart city. It is my belief that 
the Government has not done 
any research on the failure o f  
the electronics traffic signal 
which w as operational for 
a short tim e  in S h illong . 
T his is  e v idence  enough 
that wc arc the poorest in 
understanding the effective- 
ness o f  new technology for 
the bcnctit o l the citizens ot 
the State. Why not replicate 
the elec tron ics traffic  s ig ­
nals system implemented on 
sim ilar roads in  other states 
o f  India with more o r less the 
same intensity o f  traffic dur­
ing rush hours. The Traffic 
departm ent should consult 
the traffic  signa ls experts 
from o the r s ta te s  lo  help 
provide customised software 
on payment for the effective 
implementation o f  electron­
ics traffic signal? The same 
organisation can also train 
our signal units on the opera­
tions part. Again, when I was 
doing my research from the 
documentaries on the opera­
tion o f  electronics traffic sig­
nals in Furopcan countries.
I found that the electronics 
traffic signals a re  working 
perfectly on similar narrow 
roads with more o r less the 
same traffic intensity with a 
little extra traffic like clcctric 
tram s, funiculars, cyclists, 
skate riders, etc.

O ur experiences so  far in 
the existing unplanned old 
Shillong should prompt the 
Government not to repeat the 
name mistakes in NST. Wo 
would like to sec that New 
Shillong is free o f  problems 
caused by narrow roads in 
residential areas, improper 
sewage system  leading to 
river pollution ctc. that wc 
have faccd so far. Wc now 
hope fora well-planned New 
Shillong with no scopc o f  it 
being ignored. Having been 
branded by the Union Home 
M inister as the corrupt N o.l 
state in the country, wc want 
legislators to fulfil ou r a s­
pirations this tim e. Believe 
me. i f  the above-mentioned 
suggestions arc ignored the 
citizens will curse the exist­
ing G overnment in  2028.

Murphy’s Law 
in Meghalaya

Editor.
R eading " I ke Shillong 

Times " dated April 23.2023 
rem inds one o f  M urphy's 
Law whieh states that. "Any­
thing that can go wrong will
go wrong." This sounds like
a pessimistic statement but 
even a hard-core optim ist 
w ill b ecom e  p e ssim is tic  
about the futurc o f  Megha­
laya i f  he happcrs to  read the 
following five news items on 
the front-page of one issue o f  
a newspaper: -

1. Load shedding will not 
end soon.

2. Charges of coal seam a 
political ploy.

3. G o to  police i f  unhappy 
with Shillong- [)awki road 
work.

4. W ater c rises in  city  
grips many localities

5. Accident* galore on 
s ta te 's  tw o  busiest h ig h ­
ways.

As everyone knows, the 
above arc only a few o f  the 
litany o f  afflictions that our 
state is suffering from. One 
is tempted to mention that 
51%  o f  ou r wemen suffer 
from anemia anti 46% o f  our 
children arc either stunted or 
wasted o r that ii: rural areas, 
around 40%  o f  our students 
read ing  in  class 6 cannot 
properly read books o r solve 
arithmetical problems meant 
for class 3. T he list goes on.

For what the / arc worth.

I would like to  briefly a ir my 
views on the above 5 news 
items:

1. The government says 
that load shedding will not 
end soon and c ited the same 
reasons year in and year out. 
With the MeFCL taking ever 
increasing loans to pay back 
past loans and  to  pay the 
salaries and pensions o f  em ­
ployees and major projects 
not taking o ff  the ground for 
several decades, a common 
man will be justified i f  he 
counters the above govern­
ment statem ent by saying 
that load shedding will never 
end and in  a worst case sce­
nario M eFCL may well be 
on the brink o f  a collapse if  
the allegations o f  large scale 
corruption are in fact tiuc.

2. For 15 years the PHE 
keeps c iting  the same is­
sues o f  m a in tenance  and 
fre q u en t b rea k d o w n s  o f  
the w ater su p p ly  system  
o f  the GSW SS and a lso  a 
plethora o f  d ifficulties for 
non • completion o f  Phase
3 o f  the GSW SS as reasons 
for frequent w ater crises in 
Shillong. To put things in 
perspective. I remember 15 
years ago in 2008, former 
P residen t. P ra tibha  Patel 
laid the foundation stone for 
Phase 3 o f  the GSW SS w hen 
m y children were in school, 
still w earing shorts. Now, 
my children have completed 
th e ir  educa tion  and  have  
also started working but this 
Phase 3 o f  the GSW SS is yet 
to see the light o f  day even 
after more than half a genera­

tion has passed. It happens 
only in Meghalaya!!.

3. The government con­
tinues to brand all charges o f  
illegal mining and transpor­
tation o f  coal as " political 
ploys." Thcdictionary mean­
ing o f  the word " ploy " is 
: A cunning plan or action 
designed to turn a situation 
to one's advantage." In this 
contcxt two questions come 
to mind: a) Is the action o f 
ou r hon’b lc  High Court in 
pronouncing its d istnist o f 
the entire government ma­
chinery 's will to  enforce the 
rule o f  law for stopping the 
illegal coal trade a " ploy" 
o r cunning plan? b) Is the 
hon’blc High Court's direc­
tive to  the governm ent to 
requisition 10 companies o f  
Ccntral Armed Police Force 
to replace the state police in 
m onitoring illegal m ining 
and  transportation o f  coal 
another " ploy " o r cunning 
plan? I'm sure that i f  there’s 
a poll, most people will say 
that our hon'blc High Court 
has done right.

4 . A s pe r y o u r  above  
n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t ,  th e  
hon'blc Deputy C hief Min­
ister stated that the govern­
ment has done everything 
possible including acquisi­
tion o f  land and handing it 
over to NH1DCL. H as the 
government’s responsibility 
ended here? If  so. then the 
government has abdicated its 
responsibility to sec that the 
NH1DCL enforce stringent 
regulations on the companies 
executing the project so  as

to ensure that the w ork is 
done responsibly. It is the 
opinion o f  many that i f  this 
had been dorc, the massive 
landslide whieh claim ed 2 
precious lives and injuries 
to several people could have 
been averted Again, as per 
your ncwspa(»er report, the 
g o v e rn m e n t is  a lso  now- 
asking people to file police 
com plaints i:' they a rc  dis­
satisfied withthc work being 
executed on the Shillong- 
Dawki highway. I hc ques­
tion that arises here is: Arc 
the state policc sufficiently 
equipped to investigate and 
fix responsibility on anyone 
o r  any entity o r com pany 
for shoddy implementation 
o f  work? I doubt it bccausc 
to my knowledge our police 
force does uot have road 
construction experts among 
its ranks.

S. T he NHAI m ay be  
right or wrong in ruling out 
the possibility o f  engineer­
ing faults in the construc­
tion o f  the Umiarn- Jorabat 
Highw ay anil the Shillong 
By-pass. However, as a per­
son who frequently travels 
on these tw o highways and 
whose car narrow ly cscapcd 
from being hit by a speeding 
truck, I can confidently say 
that the majo- causc o f  acci­
dents on the above highways 
is reckless driving. Newspa­
pers have w rtten  about this 
rccklcss driving and people 
have also aired their views 
on this but the authorities 
c o ik crncd  arc indifferent 
although hurdreds o f  lives

h a w  been lost over the ycare. 
Perhaps ou r hon 'b lc  High 
Court should step in because 
many people nowadays see 
it as the only prod against 
cxcculivc apathy.

Yours etc..
Samuel Swctt.

Shillong-2.

In correct
news!

Editor
Your news report on ru­

ral health  and  its success 
marked by an efficient d e ­
livery system in placc under 
Gramin Healthcare is more 
than  w hat m eets the  eye. 
To our readers and patrons, 
let us understand that the 
healthcare system in the state 
is still in shambles no matter 
w hat the sta te  departm ent 
bureaucrats o r the concerned 
health minister utters. A ease 
in point is this entity called 
Gramin Hcalthcarc which is 
a firm based in Guigaon w ith 
no state office in Meghalaya 
leave alone a liaison centre: 
everything is being handled 
by its ground staff who have 
encountered a lot o f  prob­
lems with this firm which 
c laim s to  be a  successfu l 
model. The company is b e ­
ing channelised by one Sonia 
Vohra w ho is  supposedly 
close to some bureaucrats in 
the state. This firm has only 
Sohrarim to showcase since 
it was a project put up from 
the Smart Village Movement

another bogus project which 
tends to "revolutionize" rural 
development but has failed 
to make any impact.

The corporatization o f  tl>c 
health sector is fraught wilh 
dangerous trends i f  people 
in the government arc con­
cerned for their sidekicks and 
not for the overall interest o f  
the rural masses. Gramin has 
covctcd the projcct under 
the SVM  model elose to 34 
crorcs as per reliable sources 
and has not been subject to 
public scrutiny. It has not 
procured a trading liccnse 
from the KHADC. I wonder 
w hat the C E M . K H AD C 
and his Council have been 
doing all these past years. 
If consultants like these arc 
allow ed to usurp the state 
resources it is no wonder that 
there’s heavy unemployment 
in most income generating 
areas like for example tour­
ism as w ell. It is tim e for 
pressure groups and civil so­
ciety to demand that all these 
outside firms and consultants 
be done away with and allow 
our young people to  take on 
the challenge.

Yours etc..
Francis Khonglah 

Ex- IRS scrvicc officer 
Shillong

A rticles and letters ap ­
p earing  on  th is  page are  
th e  v iew s o f  the w riters 
a u th o rs  a n d  n o t th a t o f  
The Shillong Times

B ob’s Banter

Politicians are 
Needed, but..!

By Robert Clements

Women wrestlers o f  In­
d ia , w ho  th rough  sheer, 
grit, dctcm ination and per­
severance. d isc ip line  and  
exercise powered their way 
to become winners, now sit 
in meek, silent protest. This, 
the second tim e in Delhi, 
asking for ju sticc  against, 
what those same muscles o f 
theirs coulJ not defend; the 
sexual molestations and ad­
vances o f  their coaches and 
even alleged sexual harass- 
m cnts from their federation 
chief?

T his is  the second time 
they arc protesting!

In J a n ja ry . th e  sam e  
w restlers  a nd  th e ir  m ale 
colleague* did  the sam e, 
but very firmly made il clear 
tha t po litic ian s w ere  not 
w clcom c o  participate in 
their protests. The govern­
m ent. em barrassed by the 
publicity, quickly promised 
a probe, hut the so-callcd 
‘findings’ o f the committcc 
did not saiisfy the victims. 
They felt the kingpin w as 
being let off. and decided to 
protest agiin. but this time 
do ing  a tarn around , and 
asking politicians o f  every 
political piity  to attend.

W hy this changc in  a t­
titude to politicians?

Just over two weeks ago, 
the Christian community in 
Mumbai, sad and angry with 
atrocities being committed 
a g ain st them , decided  to 
have a morcha. Different 
Christian groups represent­
ing both Catholic and Prot­
estant churches lent their 
support, but when politicians 
from the opposition camc 
for the meetings, they were 
firmly told, what the wres­
tlers in Delhi told political 
parties the first time. “You

the blacks w ere undergoing, 
o f  families separated, about 
treatm ent w orse than that 
given to pets in the house­
holds o f  the slave owners, 
but the white man continued 
to  ignore these protests and 
went to church, sang hymns, 
prayed righteously and beat 
h is s laves w hen he came 
home!

And then voila, entered 
a  politician who decided he 
would make America slave 
frcc. His goal was the same, 
but his message w as differ­
ent. He spoke to  Americans 
about why their forefathers 
left England, for equality  
w hich they painstak ing ly  
im printed in their Consti­
tution. He told them  that 
i f  they did not allow  that 
sam e equality  to be  given 
to  every human being in the 
US, then one day, that same 
right could be taken away 
f rom them. He spoke in the 
Houses o f  Congress, voiced 
his feelings in the Senate, 
convinccd  the law m akers 
and then with the might o f  
the Union fought against the 
Confederates and w on a vic­
tory, not for the Union o r for 
the abolition o f  slavery but 
for Justicc and (-quality.

Abraham Lincoln knew 
that even as soldiers o f  his 
ow n arm y d ie d , fam ilies 
in  h is  ow n N orth  w ould 
hate  him for the g r ie f  he 
w as inflicting on them, but 
his cause was bigger than 
h im self , a nd  d e sp ite  the 
thousands who died, he is to­
day. the most respected and 
adored man in the US.

For such  a sea change 
in our country, wc need the 
same to happen here: One. 
w c need to start involving 
our politicians, for. in a dc-

“They have to change from becoming instigators 
to becoming listeners. Instigators, ignite people 
quite often fo r  their own selfish reasons, instead, 

they need to go into areas where injustice is taking 
place, listen to the people, then be able to use 

debate and argument in the House, and 
Parliament where they have been elected into. ”

arc not needed!”
At the end o f  the Mumbai 

m orcha . the p a rtic ipan ts  
were disappointed and sad­
dened that no leader from the 
ruling dispensation, state or 
ccntrc cams to meet them, or 
even acknowledged them.

Intriguing isn ’t it?  N o­
b o d y  w a i ts  p o l i t ic ia n s  
around , hoping the ir p ro ­
testing voi:cs will be heard 
without them, and then find 
that these same people arc 
the only ones who are lis­
tened to and arc actually a 
necessity!

In the first placc , why 
don’t wc want them around? 
Simple: Politics has become 
a dirty  word! We believe  
a politician has o n ly  one  
interest; not the upliftmcnt 
o f  people, but cranc lifting 
o f  them selves! T hat they 
arc corrup!. can be bought 
and have no principles worth 
talking about...

A nd yet, the w restlers 
in Jan tar M antar reached 
out to  these same people on
hindsight!

W hat wc have to realise 
is that in a democracy wc 
cannot do without the sup­
port o f  politicians, and what 
politicians need is to changc 
their metheds o f  functioning 
so  as to remove suspicion 
about their motives.

Let’s look at Lincoln, a 
politician .vho managed lo 
changc the thinking o f  his 
country. Before A braham  
Lincoln became the presi­
dent o f  the United Stales, 
men and women from pulpits 
and secular platforms thun­
dered the i Is o f  slavery.

There wcrc enough sio- 
rics circulating about c ru ­
cify taking placc in planta­
tions. especially in the south. 
White m cnand women went 
to church. sang hymns, rcad 
the scriptures but felt noth­
ing amiss about the inhuman 
treatm ent ihey inflicted on 
the ir black siavcs in their 
homes and places o f  work.

Those vho  wcrc against 
slavery were called aboli­
tionists. They cricd from the 
mountaintops. they appealed
lu the Chi Mian Npiiit, they
spoke about the cruelty that

mocracy that is the only way 
forward, and two. politicians 
need to build trust by chang­
ing their attitudes.

T hey  h ave  to  c h an g c  
from becoming instigators 
to  becoming listeners. Insti­
gators. ignite people quite 
o ften  for their own selfish 
reasons, instead, they need 
lo  go into areas where in ­
justice is taking placc. listen 
to  the people, then be able 
to  use debate and argument 
in the H ouse, and  Parlia­
ment where they have been 
e lected into.

'Iticy need to be able to 
transform an issue, like this 
one happening to girl wtcs- 
tlers into something that is 
happening lo  every woman 
in India, who tries to  excel 
in  any walk o f  life, nol just 
w restling. Galvanizing the 
support o f  all in the Leg­
islative House, Parliament 
o r Village Panchayat is his 
o r her job; not igniting rest­
lessness and unrest during 
protests through hate and 
other speeches tow ards their 
own upliflmcnt.

In a democracy wc need 
po litic ian s. M orchas will 
becom e  non -ex is ten t and 
useless, and protests will be­
come pointless and impracti­
cal. i f  these representatives 
are not involved. But again. 
Mr. P rofessional Politico, 
do a makeover; start think­
ing o f  your constituents, not 
a s  steps for your upliflmcnt 
but start looking at them as 
those you have decided to 
serve and to save. Start us­
ing your wily heads to paint 
pictures that all the people 
o f  our country can see, like 
Lincoln did. instead o f m in­
iature paintings for a minis­
cule few-. Have the ability to 
convince through debate, not 
through outshouting . And 
when wc sec those skills, 
then will wc come to you and 
ask for he lp, bccausc you 
like Honest Abe Lincoln, are 
doing your job..!

(Ttte A uthor conducts an 
Online Writers Course. For 
m ore <letails send  a  thumhs- 
up  to  h im  on W hatsA pp  
9892572683). 
gmait.com
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Much ado about “property”
THE Khasi Mills District Council and a few 
o ther organisations seem  overly  concerned 
about how  ‘ Properly” is divided am ong the 
sons and daughters o f  Khasi parcnLs. The Khasi 
matrilineal sx ie ty  has not calculatedly vested 
the youngest girl w ith the ‘p roperty ' at the 
cost o f  her other siblings both boys and girls 
because at the time socicty was not upwardly 
m obile economically. Most families had just 
one humble dwelling and bccausc the youngest 
daughter would be the last to marry it is expccted 
that she would dwell in that parental hom e for 
all times to conic with the unwritten condition 
that she wou d also look after her parents for as 
long as they are alive. The elder siblings had no 
option but tc move out after marriage because 
there were not enough rooms or privacy in a 
small dwelling. For as long as the children were 
unmarried there was no need for them to move 
out o f  their parental home. The idea o f  property 
is one that came with the British because they 
believed in the notion o f  private property and the 
commodification o f  land started thereafter.

Councils are custodians o f  customary prac­
tices. What were the customary practiccs per­
taining to piopcrty before the British arrived 
here. Was there a concept o f  “ property” in 
Khasi society? Mow was it integrated into the 
system? If the District Councils arc truly serious 
about equity in property ownership and the elite 
capturc o f  land they should be bringing in land 
reform s now. Why are District Councils then 
shying away from conducting a cadastral survey 
so that it is established once and for all as  to how 
many among Khasis actually own property and 
how many arc landless. The issue o f  landlcss- 
ness am ong the Khasi Jaintia com m unity is 
a more serious and challenging one as it will 
determine whether the Khasi socicty is really 
a classlcss society that believes in inclusivity 
and shared property resources. The notion o f  
common properly which is how societies began 
their joum cv here in these hills has now given 
way to priva'.c ownership models.

The Councils should find out how many 
Khasi families actually own property? Are there 
records? I f  Councils are concerned with tlie real 
mandate o f  the 6th Schedule they should ask 
themselves what they are doing to address land- 
lcssncss and extreme poverty among the people 
they arc elected to serve. Councillors must be 
connected to the people and not be enticed by 
the VIP culture that defines the governed today. 
When JJM Nichols Roy asked for special protec­
tion for the uibes he did not imagine that a time 
would come when the very tribes he was trying 
to seek protection for would be so divided by 
class - the haves and have nots. This is an is­
sue which if  not addressed would have serious 
consequences for the society.

Beyond the Episcopal 
Ordination

O n April 16. ihis w riter 
a ttended  the episcopal o r­
dination o f  Bishop Wilbert 
M arw ein  a i P y n d c n g rc i, 
N ongstoin. West Khasi Hills. 
It was a grand celebration 
graced by the Nuncio io India 
and Nepal, most bishops o f  
N orth East India, hundreds 
o f  priests, nuns and joined by 
thousands o f  faithful, many 
o f  whom couldn 't reach as 
roads were blocked for sev­
eral kilometres to the venue. 
Hie next day 's reception and 
thanksgiving Mass al Rangb- 
lang village (parish), his birth 
place was equally impressive. 
Nongstoin diocese finally lias 
a shepherd after 7 years.

M uch w as spoken and  
w ritte n  about the  hum ble 
background o f  the newly in­
stalled prelate. This author is 
a neighbour, was a classmate 
and  w c  grew  up toge ther 
in Rangblang • a village o f  
Rangblang Sohsyniang in the 
1970s and late 1980s. Sepa­
rated by Dombithot hillock 
on which wc used lo  play 
lo  ou r hearts’ con tcn i. the 
young W ilbert unfortunately 
lost his mother at the tender 
age o f  8 so he and his seven 
brothers and a s islcr were 
brought up by their father. 
T he fu ture  looked  b leak . 
Along with other young boys 
o f  the v illage , lend ing  to 
cows and goats was natural. 
A fte r  a t te n d in g  m orn ing  
classes in Rangblang L Pskul 
w e would hurriedly walk io 
have our meal o f  maize (ja 
'ricw hadem ). millet (jakrai) 
and potato (ja phan). as per 
seasons. To provide taste was 
d iy  fish and local vegetables 
like 'j a tr a ’. All ‘cow boys’ 
w ould then lake the herds 
to the favourite grazing spot 
Jcrham. The valley created 
by Wah Jcrhap (River Jcrhap) 
was the most-loved because 
the cow s and  goats w ould 
be left practically  free the 
w hole day  while the herd­
ers would engage in fishing, 
shooting birds and playing 
football. O ne o f  them was 
'B ahnah Bel* who wc could 
never imagine would one day 
become a bishop. Other pas­
tures were Sohtylfang, Maw- 
mil and Ksch i Meinah Hila. 
However, in these meadows 
wc had to be constantly alert 
lest the cattle descended into 
paddy fields.

In LP school (1978-1983) 
ou r teachers were late Ra­
phael lawphniaw. an excel­
lent Mathematics tcachcrand 
C hristina law phniaw  (now 
retired), a dedicated lady af­
fectionately called ‘Mciduh 
Rit* by one and all. She was 
there during the ordination 
and thanksgiving Mass. over­
joyed  at seeing her student 
now in charge o f  Nongstoin 
diocese. From these first two 
teachers, bishop W ilbert and 
the rest o f  us picked up last­
ing values o f  life.

A fter primary school, for­
tunately the Rangblang High 
S chool, then adm inistered 
from Nongstoin was handed 
over to  the Salcsian priests 
and nuns in ihc early 1980s. 
Tlie iw o storeyed St. M ary’s

By Albert Thyrniang

H igh school w as bu ilt in 
record time, entered high 
school (adjacent to the LP 
Skul) in 1983 Bahnah Bet* 
followed suit the next year. 
O ur first Headmistress was 
Sr. O dilia  K ia rlu k h i. H er 
successor Sr. Linda Hume, a 
person with unlimited energy, 
g ave  a doub le  p rom o tion  
lo  Wilbert in class V along 
w ith tw o others. Wilbert and 
his friends, li<c me learned 
to value cducition from the 
pioneering nuns and teachers 
like Elius lawphniaw (Babu 
Elius), Jilius Thongni (Babu 
Jilius). Protasius (Babu Pro), 
Christopher Syicmlich (Babu 
Kris) and others.

A fter school w c w ould 
quickly gel home to pul away 
our uniform (ians shoes, tic 
and belt), take our tools and 
work in the farm (puh kpcr. 
puh ktich. langpali. puh phan.

able to hear from the newly 
installed bishop let me ven­
ture to answ er tlie queries.

As referred earlier many a 
faithful could not witness the 
o rdination and installation 
due to traffic jams. Nongstoin 
diocese consists o f  the three 
districts o f  West Khasi Hills. 
South West Khasi Hills and 
E astern  West K hasi H ills . 
B efore the birth  o f  South 
West Khasi Hills in 2012 and 
Eastern West Khasi Hills in 
2021. West Khasi Hills was 
the largest o f  all the seven 
districts in Meghalaya. With 
the territory, there is also a 
large population o f  C h ris­
tians. T his is a positive for 
the new  bishop . He has a 
h uge fo llow ing . He is  in 
a respected  position . Ii is 
cxpectcd lhat the ‘minister" 
would provide good leader­
sh ip  in the western part o f

thung ricw hadcm. ihcw kyn- 
bat). Young Wilbert w as one 
o f  the capable farmers. He 
had lo do household chores 
loo as his youngest and only 
sislcr was too little.

Like other boys in the vil­
lage Wilbert loved football. 
H is height and strong phy­
sique made him a formidable 
ccntre back. T ic attract ion o f  
football w as a: times irresist­
ible. Every evening wc would 
play the game at a tem po­
rary abandoned patch called 
‘Kpcr Panah Lo‘. We would 
take our pots io fetch water 
bui stay on to play lootball 
well after dare. Our parents 
and  e ld e r  s ib lings w ould  
shout and beckon us home. 
W ilbert's  house overlooks 
the playground. H is father, 
‘NahOsw ar. would often call 
his son in a deep voice. “ Ho 
bet. ho bet tra ciw an noh" 
(Wilbert come back home). 
In school during breaks Wil­
bert was always one o f  Ihc 
first lo reach tic  playground 
w iih the ball. Every Sunday, 
after church service, he was 
in M adanSohtyllang(Sohlyl- 
lang playground) along with 
his friends.

In R angblang on A pril 
17. I requested my old pal 
for a short interview o f  10 
minutes. My questions were 
(1) What arc itic strengths o f  
the diocese (2) what are the 
w eaknesses (challenges) in 
the diocese. Unfortunately, 
the jam  packed programme 
maeie it impossible to squeeze 
in even the fcv  minutes. Un-

Khasi Hills.
n>c diocese is blessed with 

natural beauty. All those who 
drive through the Shillong- 
Tura route via N ongstoin arc 
enthralled by the enchanting 
g rassy  hillocks. There are 
some well-known spots like 
the Ranikor bridge. Jakrcm 
Hot Spring. Kynshi River is­
land and Ri Lang View Point. 
K now n towns are basically 
th e  d is tr ic t h e adquarte rs . 
Nongstoin. Mawkyrwai and 
Mairang.

T he traffic snarl on  that 
D-Day meant that many more 
people today ore car owners. 
We can see that the thousands 
o f  vehicles are largely family 
vehicles. There were hardly 
any buses. The ch icf minis­
ter. the MP. the local MLAs 
w ere first hand w itnesses. 
Earlier for religious assem ­
blies only buses were used. 
Now with the ever growing 
num ber o f  car buyers long 
traffic jam s have become a 
regular occurrence. Wc sec 
these whenever and wherever 
there is a ‘Jingiascng Synod', 
flic  reason for traffic jam s in 
Shillongcity is precisely this. 
Too many families drop their 
children to school in private 
cars and too many individu­
als drive their ow n vehicles 
bidding goodbye to public 
transport services. The roads 
have remained the same for 
ages w hile the number o f  ve­
hicles has multiplied multiple 
tim es over.

clcs might have grown but the 
condition o f  the roads have 
worsened. Long strctchcs o f  
the Shillong-T ura highway 
pass through  the area  but 
other than this two-lane read, 
nothing is w orth mentioning. 
Hie construction o f  the Ma* 
wcit-Nongstoin. Nongstoin- 
Wahkaji, Nongstoin-Kyrshai 
and Sonaparhar-Boko roads 
are going on but other than 
these there is hardly any sig­
nificant development, There 
are still many villages in the 
three d istric ts unconncctcd 
by road. Many villages arc 
cut o ff  because there is no 
bridge across rivers. A lso, 
veh icles m ight have com e 
into many homes but houses 
in Lyngngam. Langrin and in 
areas bordering Assam still 
have thatched roofs. Poverty 
persists in the midst o f  appar­
ent economic improvement.

Tourism  is  still a t a na­
scent stage due to poor con­
nectiv ity  and non-ex is ten t 
in frastruc tu re . O th e r than 
the a forem entioned tourist 
spots, the rest are obscure to 
the outside world. Recently a 
film-maker urged the govern­
ment to convert the proposed 
intermediate road to Mawkyr­
w ai into a national high way 
for the sake o f  tourism in the 
area. People like him said 
nothing w hen the two-lane 
Nongstoin-Ranikor road was 
cancelled. Film-makers and 
pressure groups know very 
w ell ihc enchanting bcautv 
o f  Mvriom. Umdohlun. Wah- 
kaji and Phlangdiloin through 
w hich the h ighw ay w ould 
pass. Kyllalongskun. Lang- 
puin. K ubah and Kubuit hills 
a re equally breath-taking as 
any other fascinating tour­
ist attraction. It cou ld  be a 
film-makers paradise but no 
one wants development to go 
beyond M awkyrwat merely 
because uranium deposits arc 
located in some o f  the above 
areas.

O n  the  d ay  o f  th e  o r ­
d ina tion . a fte r  the solem n 
function. I tried to upload a 
video but undue heavy traf­
fic ensured that the internet 
service crashed. It took live 
hours to  finally be restored. 
That day might have been an 
exception but otherwise also 
the netw ork in Pyndcngrci 
and  N ongstoin town is not 
great. C hicf Minister. Conrad 
Sangma who was there from 
ihc previous evening might 
have  no ticcd  the sluggish  
internet link. If in a district 
capital the internet connec­
tion is so  poor w hat avenues 
is the government offering io 
ihc youth?

Politicians and church of­
ficials fch the heat on lhat elay. 
Yes. global clim ate change 
has affec ted the once  cool 
Khasi Hills but the reason is 
also bccausc the forest cover 
is fast depleting. Nongstoin 
d iocese is the worst victim 
due to  the unchecked and 
ram pant d e fo res ta tio n  for 
tim ber and charcoal.

There are many more chal­
lenges. Hope Ihc relatively 
young bishop provides a ll­
round. dynamic leadership.

Accidents on 
Meghalaya’s two 
busiest highways

Editor.
T he a rtic le  ‘A ccidents 

galore on stale's iw o busi­
e st h ig h w a y s '( S T  A pril 
23.2023) w as indeed a wake- 
up  c a ll fo r ihc H ighw ay 
Authorities who maintain the 
national highways passing 
through the sta.c. That the 
National Highways Author­
ity o f  India (Nl I Al) defended 
itself by ruling out any en­
gineering fault on the said 
highw ays should be taken 
w ith a p inch  c f  sa lt. The 
recent accident near Sumer 
on the Umiam- Jorabat high­
way in which a priest and 
three nuns were killed by a 
heavy loaded truck is not the 
on ly  one which happened 
at the particular site. In fact 
there were earlier instances 
in  w h ich  heavy vehicle s 
jum ped over theroad divider 
crashing on the other side 
and  such incidents pose  a 
g reat danger to o the r ve­
hicles plying on the opposite 
lanes. In fact, a; a motorist 
w ho travels this particular 
stretch on a doil* basis I find 
that the road incline in this 
pa rticu lar curve is not up 
to the prescribed standards.

D rivers o f  heavily -loaded  
trucks have to make a great 
effort to steer their vehicles 
in o rder to  avoid  jum ping 
the divider. The absence o f  
crash barriers along the road 
divider could further aggra­
vate the situation in case o f  
a road accident.

Yours ctc.. 
Stanley l.K  Dicngdoh 

Umsning. Ri Bhoi 
District.

Two wheelers 
breaking 

traffic laws
Editor,
Not even 4  months into 

the year and 3 people I know 
have been knocked down by 
scooters / bikes in our very 
own town! W hile I appreci­
ate the  se rv ice s  prov ided  
by 2 -w heelers  a s e asy  to 
m aneuver vehicles needing 
smaller parking spaces, and 
as cabs and deliver)’ vehicles.
I also cannot overlook how 
dangerously 2-whcclcrs arc 
be ing  ridden  these  days. 
T here  is lit t le  r eg a rd  for 
zebra-crossings. lane-driving 
and one-way roads. A major­
ity o f  2-w hccler riders 'as- 
■ iime' these are meant only 
for 4-whcclcrs. Traffic cops

come down heavily on them 
for riding w ithout helmets 
but the bigger problem areas 
need attention and strict su ­
pervision. Wc cannot allow 
d ifferent ru les  to  apply lo 
2 -w hcclcrs  a s  opposed  to 
4-whcclcrs.

Yours ctc..
A  concerned citizen 

Via email

Dealing firmly 
with rivers and 
drains polluters

liditor.
It is indeed glad news that 

the G overnment has recently 
taken a firm resolution to re­
juvenate and restore the three 
main rivers flowing through 
our town. O f  coursc. it was 
long overdue. I  hc relentless 
efforts o f  O peration Clean- 
Up (OCU) have obviously 
sent out a clarion call so far 
as increasing environmental 
hazards in the state are con­
cerned. Through action in the 
field with hoes, spears, and 
rakes, the dedicated members 
o f  O CU  often prodded the 
government machinery, not 
letting it remain complacent. 
T here fo re, now, w ith due
enthusiasm, the administra­
tion has acknowledged how

the ecology in the stale is 
in bad shape. In the special 
m eeting  chaircd  by C h ie f  
M in ister  C onrad  Sangm a 
and other ministers, the Chief 
Secretary, DP Wahlang. high­
lighted the pathetic condition 
o f  the rivers pissing through 
the town. He admitted that 
U m khrah . U m shyrpi. and  
Umkhcn a rc  the most pol­
lu ted  rivers in the city. In 
fact, eyesores to the public 
and tourists, they have only 
injured the pride o f th c  state 
while we boast o f  having the 
brcathtakingly cleanest river 
Umngot and the cicancst vil­
lage Mawlymtong. A waft o f  
fragrance cannot blow away 
the disgusting smell o f  the 
gu tters. I hc governm ent’s 
emphasis on setting up "sew­
age treatment plants" at vari­
ous outfalls is  worthwhile.

More than anything, the 
government has now dccidcd 
to incorporaica prov ision for 
"penalizing" polluters. I be­
lieve, this is one o f  the most 
im p o rta n t m easu res . The 
respective Rangbah Shnongs 
have been em pow ered for 
lha t. We need to deal with 
people w ith <ickcning hab­
its. No one has the right to 
release their septic tanks into 
the rivers o r streams and con­
taminate the town's environ­
ment. Dumping garbage into

drains and rivers should not 
go unpunished any longer.

Just ncarGarikhana. tinder 
Lumdicngjri PS. the residents 
unscrupulously dum p piles 
o f  garbage, including hard 
furniture item s, and w ood, 
sacks full o f  waste products, 
into the b ig  passing drain. 
T hose  u n c iv iliz ed  people  
have been doing this for the 
past several decades, and  
nobody bo the red  to  raise  
the ir  voices against them. 
Even Municipal authorities 
kept quiet when wc informed 
them. 1 believe similar is the 
ease with hundreds o f  other 
drains in the town. Is it not 
a grave crim e lo  pollute the 
drain&frivcrs w hen clim atc 
change is affecting the plan­
et? Such thoughtless scum ­
bags should be dealt with a 
firm hand. For this, policc 
cooperation is indispensable. 
So, I personally request all 
Superintendents o f  Policc lo 
instruct their officers lo  crack 
the w hip against the garbage 
dumpcni.

Yes, il is ano ther good 
new s; as a lso  proposed by 
this w riter through several 
previous letters, that the Gov­
ernm ent has now conic up 
with ihc idea o f  introducing 
an app where vigilant indi­
vidual:: can upload photor. o f
garbage dumpers. I sincerely

thank the authorities for this 
grea t in itia tiv e . T hat w ill 
doubtlessly act as an effective 
deterrent. Their photos should 
a lso  be pasted  a long  with 
"oilier criminals" in ihc policc 
station and SP oflices.

Installing CCTV is another 
e ffec tive  w ay  to  keep  o f­
fenders at bay, as suggested 
by RS M arbaniang. Rang- 
bah Shnong o f  W ahiingdoh. 
Come what may. there should 
be zero tolerance against vio­
lators o f  all these regulations. 
In the  m eeting , the  C h ic f  
Secretary aptly sought the full 
support and cooperation o f  
each citizcn under the super­
vision o f  Rangbah Shnongs. 
O f  course , a m other alone 
cannot keep the house and 
surroundings neat and clcan 
unless the children are coop­
erative. The Gov eminent may 
also consider honouring and 
aw arding those individuals 
and organizations working to 
raise awareness about the en­
vironment and cleanliness.

Yours ctc., 
Salil Gcwali.

Shillong

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details Mil be published.

How to stop 
“encounter” 

killings
By Jagdislt Rattanani

A lot has been written on 
the norm alisation o f  w hat 
have come to be called ‘‘en­
counter killings", the extraju­
dicial assassinations by men 
in uniform that are now tak­
ing on a new hue and colour 
in Uttar Pradesh. W hile the 
immediate cause o f  concern 
is the 183 "encounter”  kill­
ings in Ut:ar Pradesh sincc
2017. the larger problem is 
the  w idespread use o f  the 
m ethod  across the nation 
and the p ib lic  support that 
such an approach appears to 
enjoy. Extrajudicial killings 
m ake the b izarre c laim  to 
a quick delivery o f  ju stice  
by killing he system that is 
meant to eklivcr justice. The 
argument being sold by the 
authorities and bought by the
people seems as simple as it 
quixotic: Wc must break the 
law to m ahtain the law.

There :rc  a complex set 
o f  socio-political, economic 
and administrative issues that 
have brought us lo this pass. 
“ Encounters" have thrived in 
the absence o f  a policc force 
that is unable and unwilling
io shake o f  its colonial hang­
over. is steeped in corruption, 
unqualified for professional 
work and h is  bccomc a hand­
maiden o f  pow er structures 
within and from outside that 
m ake the  fo rce  w ork  for 
a sc lcc t few. Extrajudicial 
killings, whether at the be­
hest o f  political m asters or 
by a force too stretched to 
go through due process, arc 
extraordinary excesses. They 
need extraordinary measures 
to be put to an end.

A Supreme Court bcnch 
o f  Justices Markandcy Katju 
and Gyan Sudha Misra on 13 
May 2011 *vcni to the extent 
o f  calling out fake encounters 
as the “rarest o f  rare”  variety 
o f  crim es hat fit the award 
o f  a death penalty. In their 
words. "Wc arc o f  the view 
that in cases where a fake 
encounter is proved against 
policem en in a tria l, they 
must be given death sentence, 
treating it as the rarest o f  rare 
cases. Fake ‘encounters 'arc 
no th ing  hut co ldb looded , 
b ru ta l m urder by  persons 
who arc supposed to  uphold 
the law. In our opinion, if  
crimes are committed by or­
dinary people, ordinary pun­
ishment should he given, but 
if  the offeree is committed 
by policciren. much harsher 
punishment should be given 
to them because they do an 
act totally contrary to their 
duties."

T he Justices also warned 
p o lic c  o ffice rs  tha t they  
would not get away on the 
plea that they w ere carrying 
out orders from above. In lan­
guage that was as strong as it 
could be. the bend) recorded 
the following:

"In  the N urem burg tri­
als, the Nazi w ar criminals 
took the pica that ‘orders arc 
o rd e rs ’, nevertheless they 
were hanged. If a policeman 
is given an illegal oidei by
any  superior to  do a fake 
‘encounter’, it is his duty to 
refuse to  earry out such il­
legal order, otherwise he will 
be chargcci for murder, and 
if  found gailty sentenced to 
death. Ihc  ‘encounter’ ph i­
losophy is a criminal philoso­
phy. and all policcmcn must 
know  this. T rigger happy 
policcm cn w ho think they 
can kill people in the name 
o f  ‘encounter ‘ and get away 
with it should know that the 
gallows await lhcm.“

These aic words that ought 
to be framed and put up in 
every poliec post to remind 
everyone lhat they do  not 
have io ob;y orders that are 
prima facicillcgal and violate 
the law. In fact, this offers a 
good route to cleaning up a 
policc  force that is failing 
and is takirg the Indian State 
down with it.

In accep ting  tha t fake  
encounters a re  and will be a 
way o f  maintaining law and 
order. Indii has collcctivcly 
accepted that the nation has 
failed in its basic duties and 
must resort to extraconsti­
tutional methods to  keep a

semblance o f  order. Ihc im­
plications o f  this are nothing 
short o f  horrific. On the one 
hand is India seeing itself as 
the rising global power, the 
head o f  G 20 today and with 
an cconomy that is the fifth 
largest in the world by GDP. 
On the  o th e r  hand, India 
is the sto ry  o f  flourishing 
gangsters w ho w hen they 
get too big must be taken to 
a sccludcd spot and shot.

Many journalists like this 
w riter  are aw are o f  eases 
where criminals were done 
away in cold blood. Mum­
bai is the placc where these 
so-called encounters were 
at a peak at one time. But 
Mumbai is also an example 
o f  what went wrong with this
"solution”. T he gangs lhat 
were sought to be eliminated 
in the w ild w ere  actually  
rec reated  a nd  reproduced 
within the police force. Gang 
‘A’ killed members o f  gang 
*B’ using the policcmcn o f  
one unit that it befriended; 
gang ‘B ‘ did the sam e with 
another policc unit lo elimi­
nate members o f  gang ‘A’. 
Both police units involved 
in the game made money, 
earned the reputation o f  b e ­
ing “encounter specialists" 
and claimed tin t they were 
welcomed by the public. Ihc 
policc force became a breed­
ing ground for a  new  crop o f  
dirty H anys. Wc produced 
gangs in uniform, each try­
ing to rival the other a s kill­
ings peaked, insecurity rose 
and the administration l»d  to 
bring these methods to a halt 
and initiate action  against 
the guilty policemen.

It is a plain fact that ev­
ery encounter thal is not a 
genuine  exchange o f  fire 
between policc in hoi pursuit 
under attack o r facing bullets 
from the other side neces­
sarily  involves a complete 
fabrication o f  multiple legal 
documents and accounts that 
arc a part o f  the investiga­
tion and eventually judicial 
records that follow the act 
o f  the cold-bolded killing. 
An entire set o f  people must 
m ake up stories that will 
inevitably be punctured by 
latter day investigators. The 
policemen in the current eas­
es in U P will also likely not 
get away scot free. Already, 
the Supreme Court has been 
petitioned in the matter.

Yet. the  m enace  d o c s 
not seem  to g e t aw ay; it 
is only getting w orse. Wc 
can blame the cunrent set o f  
political leaders for allow ­
ing this dangerous slide in 
governance. But the Indian 
constitutional system must 
also throw up solutions that 
can push back. It is not lhai 
difficult lo stop encounter 
killings. O ne or two harsh 
ju d g e m en ts  o f  the k in d s 
suggested by Justices Katju 
and Mishra will send strong 
signals. M any policem en 
who acquicscc in these kill­
ings arc actually  not bold 
or clcan, which is  why they 
cannot resist the temptation 
and orders from above. Fur­
ther. the use o f  bodycam s 
can be m andated for any 
team going out for sensitive 
operations. It is not difficult 
to have the entire scenario 
videotaped by an extra team 
being asked to  go along.

Cleaning up policc teams 
known for these “encounter” 
killings can actually be the 
start o f  a new  set o f  pro­
cesses that hold the prom ­
ise o f  reforms in ways not 
thought o f  before. Not doing 
this is to accept that the rule 
o f  law has collapscd. which 
is w hen wc m ay ask how 
long will it take for it to be 
replaced by ‘Ihc  law o f  the 
jungle" to use the words o f  
the Supreme Court. T his is 
India regressing, sinking and 
frittering away all that has 
been built in the name o f  our 
democratic traditions that wc 
think w c hold dear.

(The writer is a  journa l­
is t a n d  fa c u lty  m em ber at 
S P J tM R . Views are  p e r ­
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil­
lion Press)  (e-mail: editoi<a 
thebillionpress.org)


