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Introduction

The essays reflect, firstly, the author’s attempt to understand the
oral premise upon which Khasi society was built and secondly. to try to
assess it through the narratives that form part of the discourse that is
central to Khasi thought. This provides an illuminating insight into one
of the oral communities of North East India, in its transition from the oral
to the written, from antiquity to modernity. It forms part of the ongoing
attempt of these communities to situate their age old concerns and values
in this contemporary, literary world.

Even as the author places Khasi philosophy within the ambit of the
oral in the first three essays, an attempt has been made to bring out some
of the social practices that mark out Khasi society as being distinctively
oral. The origin myth places the onus on the Khasi individual and
subsequently on society itself to justify existence on earth. Figures such
as the messenger who lost the script and who play a self-reflexive role in
Khasi culture have been critiqued in terms of the influence that they have
had on cultural thought even today.

Chapter Four discusses the historic role that the maternal uncle plays
in a society that has perforce maintained its matrilineal character despite
the many onslaughts against it. Ki Jingsneng Tymmen as compiled by
Radhon Sing Berry is the written body of work that the chapter attempts
to read and understand.

The remaining chapters deal with the iconic figures of Khasi society;
to analyse what they have always stood for and to situate and critically
assess their place in the contemporary world.

With the growing interest in folk studies in North East India this
book will be an invaluable resource to researchers across many
universities.

EBH Publishers
Guwahati



The book takes up some of the oral narratives
{hat have informed Khasi society and attempts
to locate the discourse that they have gener-
ated over the years. Whilst familiarising the
reader with unfamiliar themes and concepts,
the author has also succeeded in drawing the
reader within the ambit of the matrilineal to
enlighten one’s perception of Khasi society
and its cultural mores. The essays provide rel-
evant and incisive insights into a society that
is still struggling to maintain the balance be-
tween the intrusions of the written: the
modern and contemporary; and the challenges
of the spoken: the pre-modemn and pre-
colonial.
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