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Fa|ry tale win for Aizawl FC Elections to the State Bv H H Mohrmen about the Court's order in
i Assembly are just round y this regard. By washing - -
AIZAWL Football Club becomes the first team frarthe corner and the season his hands over the JMB By Dr Oishee Mukherjee
i - r foundation stone two who represent the twohad represented  thdssue, Dr Laloo obviously .
the No'rth E.aSt. to clinch the I-League fOOtl:EI{n ing ceremonies, constituencies in Eastprestigious Jowaidoes not care even |f Itis a well-known fact Government’s in Central
championship title. The game known as the N:’rﬁiuguration ceremonies Jaintia hills have not said econstituency, no institutepeople continue  tg tnhuét';it?;ilﬂ?sug'ttl)?g pigglgr?]diirmeéfaée scl\l/wlemleg —hsuch as
East Derby saw Aizawl FC pitted against Shillorg! promises and word on this issue. for professional studies haglispose their liquid waste ( id Day Meal Scheme -
: Yot P J ] gstribution of knick-  In fact East Jaintia hillscome up in the town or ininto the water body of rivef the country and this needshould "have the proper
Lajong FC. Aizawl coach, the 40 year old Khaligl” \ <"is here again. Thadlistrict is at the receivingthe district either; even theMyntdu. to be tackled effectively. As balance, as recommended

per the Global Hungerpy NIN. It, however,
hIndex, 15.2 per cent of theremains to be said that
population that is, aroundstrengthening this

Jamil a Kuwaiti national has played for the Ingdiamasha will last until the end of this Congress-ledonly government COLlefge Health tﬁaredfgf%i”tgef

i i ction  Commission MUA government becauseémains as it Is since beforéémain as they did in bo
national football team since 1997 and had e rli%?munces the elections tdhe condition of the roadshe was first elected. In spit¢he districts with ng B985 2o B o S0 00 organisation and having
coached the Mumbai Football Club. Jamil was $&e& august house, but thén the different parts of theof Dr Laloo holding the improvement at all in this |00 "0 4™ 16 be mare offices all over the
bending and kissing the JN Stadium groligestion for the MUA and district particularly those in éducation portfolios severabery important SeCtor. The majnourished  in  the country is essential at this

) . 4 o its partners in thethe Indo-Bangladeshtimes, the college sitill suffersCHC, the PHCs and Schountry though unofficial juncture.
immediately after the fairy tale finish on Sunday WhgBvernment is - what hasborder and the Saipung arefom many inadequaciesCentres do not have thegg res’are more. e whole issue of

Aizawl FC scored its critical goal against Lajong the government achievedare pathetic to say the leastVhich compel the studentgequired manpower Of ~ The National Institute healthy food has to be

. ) i ) in the last five years? CanAnd still the minister in 10 hit the streets on a regularechnology and — evef of Nutrition (NIN) pegs the considered seriously and
position as itself as the unrivalled champion of t é,'\)é see (if the governmentcharge of border areadasis to demand what |smed||cme?] alre in shoftayerage Indian adult idealpoth Central and State
League Football 2017. Compared to most othen provide us ) the repordepartment  has ther'gh,ﬁfg\l,:,ylgtrilﬁéo has madezggﬁtyédzcztioistshév E;@;E’ggg'?g{%gﬁ ggoggrdtrtgﬁ ﬁovzmmemhs' ool tOdjOilz3
; ; i 'sgumption to state in the 1 ;hands in this regard.
football clubs Aizawl has the lowest investmen g@;?esfert:;t?sv%rrm:rgsﬂ%Ouge that everything in@ announcement that théecause the very reasqrso per cent and 60 per centtargets ~ are sget for
just Rs 1.5 crore which is only one-twentieth of

h@lle years? This questionthe border is hunky-dory.Government will very soonthat the teachers have toAccording to a recent electrifying all villages or

. . . : - The newlv created Districtinaugurate the B.Ed Collegestrike every now and then,survey conducted in eightproving affordable housing
most clubs spend on their footballers. Incident l'l[WéeSFc))?r(]:tlacl)lfyv[i)ee\:\/tlg(f-}rgltaif;ct)irgSti” |ac|2’3 many basicin Jowai, but what is newproves ~ that the metros, the protein intake isto all, then there should also
p low, whereas the fat intakebe an action plan to bring

Mizoram also has the highest number of football i ecessities and it is agbout this? For those whajovernment has failed inlow, _
g i which has sent seven is highest in the country’s down under nutrition and

; ; ; i are not aware B.Ed Collegghis sector too.
playing for different football clubs of the country ugpresentatives to theknown fact that Satlﬁg(r:]lgm Jowai has existed in tﬁe In higher education all capital, Delhi that thrives on malnutrition as this would

. . . development in Jov : ] Nyt ) h J
it was only in the last two year that the Aizawl ﬁﬁf:rfrk?;vlg n%?ivgojtogﬁuncﬁon% in name only.  Nineties and it functionedthe existing colleges like parantha, milk/butter andhave an effect on curbing
h S h so that when Aizawl scoeegbord in f P East Jaintia hills nowfrom the premises of theJaintia Eastern College;Samosa and related oil richthe growing incidence of
as come up. o0 much so that when Alzawi SC rd in five years. has two colleges. bothKiang Nangbah Khliehriat, St Anthony’s| diets. Not just Delhi but in diseases, obviously
a 1-0 win against Mohun Bagan on April 22 this y %raﬂhtgepzeo"pelg lg?'jﬁmzprivately run; one by the Government College, but forcolledgﬁ extension i mcésI; otgﬁg r?laf\g(e;?j o:] ;t())i([t:\z/avf;ilitg;gsgé%oencsonom|caIIy
i i i i i - reasons best known to théyndihati in the Eas ! .
a leading English news daily captioned its story agis have elected; on|y2ﬁ8llcch agr?d”;ﬁecr)éh?sr %Govemmem and Dr R CJa%mia hills and the affect heart-related  Indeed, eating healthy
“Team from nowhere defeats Mohun Bag ﬁ."grfﬁn‘iﬁgai'e%g?gé’ iﬁ]ofh';wytechmc or ITI to Laloo who represents theThomas Jones College {ndiSéases and hypertensionfood is being emphasised
Henceforth, the rest of the country would be bet

o o 1 reprovide skills training to the ar€a then, the college wadowai, the Presbyteria gggg‘ityﬁom resulting in Lﬁlﬁﬁgfrﬂgtsbﬁl?toﬁzz:sh a(;d
. . . > HE i ire district abruptly closed. Dr Laloocollege Ummulong, it :
binet ministers Whoseyouths in the entire district.<" - C Other cities such assuch advice by and large
placed to knowthat_AlzaWI is the capital ofthe N ﬁl O iisters WhOSCThe question is how canwill now give the college its Shangpung College andey cnai iyderabad andgoes unhoedod. Though,
Eastern State of Mizoram. debyate is to reply to theSovernment provide Skillsfaetﬁgrmtjh;ﬁatsaiin%f clrlgilitafggglgtr;gt:ﬁlsahngdCouege Wgr Bangalore consume morehowever., it also needs to be
; ) : training to th th h L . i i i
The Sunday win was the 11th out of 18 matgheember'squestions and ¢7 "9 °© aeg’iﬁgleg M€hat, he should explain to thesommunities and until now G orYrate througn thelrpointed out that certain

: _ | diet of rice, idli and dosa sections of the population
that Aizawl FC played. The Club had accumulat thing more than that'Pontechnic in East JaintiaPeople of Jowai why thesupported by them. Sppakes them susceptible taare becoming m%rgasmgw
nd the other member Whohills? institute disappeared thenWhere is the Governmentgiapetes. Insofar as Kolkataconscious of the need to

36 points from 17 matches while its closest riviatermitiently took part in Jowai, the capital of About the  river when it comes 10 s concered, the intake ofeat such food that could

Mohun Bagan had 33 points from as many ga ¢ §rh%6r’lb"Jl‘:]ea‘l’;’?ﬁeHS‘i’tFt’i?‘f;S”West Jaintia hills has notMYSth, Dr Llal_oo ga?htirﬁ@?g%\ggti%% - theh\;g?netg fi?hh,_l?]ntils tar_nd _otthir typetskeep them healthy and
' i if i . 9> seen any development agnd again claimed that he of high protein intake “put disease-free.

Aizawl could have won the title even if it l0St thgt House in the whole five all, and if¥here is arI]Oy changénows better about the rivenhills? people at lower risk for  As is generally known,
Sunday match but that would have depende y@nrg. yOfut_can chount trllethat occurs, it is thethan anybody else becausdeh The_lsttatethatls a plg_n Tcondmons like dlabeteks,vegetables and fruits are
i i Ci _ er of times he spoke.gnstruction of few N€ had successfully guidedhe anvil to start a medicalosteoporosis, stroke, beneficial to the growth of

Mohun. Bagan Io.smg.to C?ennal City FC the.S rﬁﬁ?e within the five fingers 455r0ach roads if that car PhD scholar who studieccollege and an engineeringobesity etc.” . the body. Even the
day which they did. Aizawl’s Sunday win has firmlyf your hand. be called development. Théhe pollution levels of watercollege in Shillong an _Thcej surr:/eyh r||ghl'ilyfoppos|te sex are motivated
i i ) ; _ In circumstances like ; ; in the river, but what has heTura but nothing in Jowai pointed out that the lack ofto eat fruits — at least those
established it as one of India’s leading I-leagye = “°-" "= expectmﬁicqgif‘é%ﬁ'r%”iiivcvﬁfhisadone A What Gl haand I spite of tha balanced diet has beerwho can sford it - ta koo
football club and the first from the North East.|S@m our leaders? Hence ity 5 severe financial crunct© With the information thatcommunity donating lan Le?.d!ng to mICEEOQ/l.JttrIQﬂt the skin glowing and for
while Shillong Lajong has been the first football cluif Safe to say that the twobecause the MLA who hasvas collected? Nothingtfor starting of NEHU] EEL@Ienes SUCEs Wil normal hair growth. Steadily
. . districts of Jaintia Hills represented the town sincénd the people of Jowaicampus at Wahiajer, & . the awareness about the

from the North East to join the prestigious I-Leadygare not only neglected by1983 has thrown his ownnave to continue drinkingneither the GovernmerjtProblems, as usual, mostlyneed for taking nutritious

Aizawl FC has beaten it to the glorious title of fhe  present  MUA baby out with the baththe polluted water of nor the University shows OCCUr . among - the food is being realised by the

. : Myntdu because theany interest to the effect, ImPoverished people whopeople.
League champion. Perhaps this has much to dg i o but even thewater. y y

lators that the people Now with the NGT government had failed to The Government cannot afford a proper meal.  The  question  of

: | : L It also reiterated the well- iti f hing th
the patronage that football receives from the Staliected have failed them.order hanging like acomplete the new Umngotagency — which — has, o conention that high B‘é‘é‘,‘-"";?,d°°SJ§§8r$?3aﬁ|§"

GovermentofMizoam whichhas e acydma, S 1 0000 ol suor o, e, sl ot BT A Peoriinplon o eod s e
promoting football as a game and not just footbglbvernment has doneadministration coupled cleaner water to Jowai. Thé1as more power cuts than, . pjem. affgcting mostly C:)gugnetf;t/ cas fh”igesgéntoﬁ
clubs. Other states have much to learn from fshing to alleviate thewith the MLA who has completion of water supply:ﬂﬁts” Cagtsﬂﬁp'ﬁ'r;tfea'rg'iphe rich and the middle does not have the resources
Aizawl win. plight of those affected byabandoned the JowaProjects at Mynso, Raliang 'S, Y p income sections. to get proper treatment due

the mining ban in the coalMunicipal Board, it is the Rymbai and other places arUPPlying only few hours In fact, the continuous to inadequate protein diet.
| LOOKING BACK |

mining  areas. The people of Jowai town whostill pending for more than a2 day, the energy bill intake of junk food leads to |t is for this section of
April 11, 1989

—

Government not only failedwill have to suffer. Also decade and a half now. ~ rémains the same. In bothhepatitis A, B, C and evenpeople that low-cost and
to comply with the NGT because we have an MLA If the river Myntdu will the East and West Jainfjacirrhosis of liver. According easily available vegetables
directives to come up withwho does not even care iever have a fresh lease ofillS there are reports gfto unofficial figures, over 30 and pulses need to be made

. . . P > : ; . illages remaining without per cent of the city’s male available to them for bett
Havildar killed in Bodo Ambush | reguiatory mining the Municipality exists or life, the credit should go to"! . avarabie 1o them for better
mechanisms which will notnot, one can't help butthe young man fromPOWer supply for month population has  beennutrition. .
A police havildar was Task Force (APTF) was fourldhave harmful wonder if he even caresPanaliar locality -Sajay Lalootogether' suffering . from _non- One may mention here

killed and a sub inspectorlying near Fakiragram railway consequences on théiow people dispose theifwho had filed a PIL with the 1€ Government hasalcoholic liver disease, of an observation made by
injured during the past 24station this morning. The environment, but it haswaste? Does it even crossjational Green Tribunal@/SO failed the youths of while the figure may be half a renowned doctor, wherein

hours in different parts of thehavildar was on duty last night i the legislator’s mind that heaqai the district as it has nqtin the case of women.he said that if only one takes
ty 9Malso done nothing to g against the rampant ontrolled lifestyle and adequate quantity of rice or

state even as the 36 hour bndhthe Fakiragram governme ; va t t t ; ; been able to create anyC )
; . rovide alternative t00 generates waste andestruction of the river and:

called by the All Bodo railway police outpost. Th tﬁve”hoods to the people contributes to the problemnot the MLA who turn a Jobs at all for them and theconsurgli)t'on h.|°f | more wheat,  pulses  and

Student's Union (ABSU) cause of death is not knowny o' ot their fivelihoods When he occasionally visitsnelson's eye to this veryYoung voters will certainly vegetables while leavingvegetables, then no food

ded at five PM thi ing| - : ; e . . ; i out oil-based foods, drink such as Horlicks or
'Ie'rr]1ee bgnglr? was Iie?l\llggln%ﬁ]?&&??hgﬂgﬁr?zr:idr.narks to the mining ban. And did JOWai? Can we live in theimportant subject of savingake his Government Pay y, ;o ates, cold drinks etc,Complan is necessary for

. . aid. . | any member from thePresent world and callthe lifeline of Jowai town. [OF ifS Sins of omission antl ;™\ " emembered carchildren/individuals
Official reports received Paneri police station wgsthe notice of the house?® €0 not even have ProbeEollaboration with the JMB | ticularly the ... The survey further advertising campaigns of
here said that the dead bodinjured in an ambush b The answer is anWaste disposal system: convened a special pUb“doeotE] € pg(tlﬁu atr)yt € revealed the question ofthese products, entailing
of Havildar Mangal ChandraBodo extremists t Harisinga@stounding ‘No.” All the In the more than threemeeting of the residents ob/r?u S ar; . asde fay§@urning of calories, which crores of rupees, even
Bodo of the 1st Assam Policethis morning. seven MLAs and even thedecades that Dr R C Laloghe town to apprise themtn€ people’s mandate. | is indeed an importantcompels poor people when
problem for people residingill to buy these food drinks

Kolkata burns a minimum of necessary. Even doctors

. . - . ) . ; ; 209 kCal a day followed by who are influenced b
. . among people in a shortMinister Narendra Modi. demolished the racist andWhile keeping the school . ] y
Shlllong Delhi I’ejeC'[S span of time. It is clear that He deserves this title forclass divide by saying * | Out of bounds of the riff} Sangalore 232 kCal, Delhi pharmaceutical companies
arkin |0ts| h h | India only gets what it the following reasons;want to seet)rlle ﬁag\,ai raff is laudable and whic 229 kCal anq Muhmba| kr?al. prescnbe.thes_e dr!nks.
P g : the anarchist! deserves and whatWhen he first became PMchappaI passengers nots only possible by raisin Recent studies have shown - The situation is best

= . , ; that people residing in citiesexclai Fath
majority of population of India in 2014 he took thethe suit boot people onthe fees sky high that is npyy Noss : exclaimed — by _Father

Editor, Editor, erceives. Congress ha i i i the best method
L would like to draw the This refers to your p . g $room himself and sweptthis Hawai Udaan of the

+dO less physical work Augustine, Registrar of
. _ c o be compared with those inXavier University,
attention of the concernededitorial “Delhi Minic.oal lost VG;VATESVIW as ?Vtify the streets of New Delhli Common people” Henceﬁ“mlbnlatlon- | \tNouII\;Ij rural areas and this is theBhubaneswar who, at a
authorities  to the MUDA N _ ! pal gain o was a e adjqcent to one Policeone hour’s flight W|I_I cost umbly  sugges reason for lesser burning ofrecent seminar, aptly stated
. ; » Polls” (ST- April 28). Kudos expense of Congress.Station and raked up theonly Rs.2500 which is Prakash Javadekar thealories. that while the urban rich and
parking lot at Police Bazar.to BJP for riding on PM Indeed, the Congress will litter himself and thereby within the reach of the Hon'ble HRD Minister to  While the spectre of the middle class consume
Is it . really Ioglcal and Modi's popularity to retain have to think of bringing punctured his ego and selcommon man!. take a fresh look into theproblem has been partlyenough/more food — both
sensible to divert thepelhi's three civic bodies in better and mature pride. Have other netas The Prime Minister fee structure in CBSE/covered by the survey, innutritious and fast food --
vehicles from the exit for the third time in a row, leaders. Delhi needs anfrom various political might now target lavish ICSE schools? The morebig cities the situation is and have to take recourse to
towards Jail Road? Let usdealing a body blow to the administrator and not an parties done this? This issplurges on the bigModiji demolishes th completely different from various methods to digest fit,
take a conservative figureAaP, = whose leaders anarchist. Don't we think 3  coveted humble weddings which often is amonolith of arrogance thgthat in the rural areas. Inincluding walking,
of say 300 vehicles dailyplamed EVMs for its poor every step taken by themindset! Other netascause of worry for the dearer he becomes to th¥illages, under nutrition exercising etc., the major
coming out  from the show in the municipal PM and his schemes forshould learn from him Next bride’s parents if they common people of India -and malnutrition has beensection of our population are
parklng lot and eachglections. The results poor, women, soldiers, Modi proceeded to come from a middle classthe masses belonging (ﬁiagwng al major section Olfdeprlved of gssentlal food
vehicle runs an extra 2 kmshow the clear need offarmers and workers, wentdemolish the ‘gods’ of this background. Modi might middle class and APL/BPL & POPUION, SoMe O'for their survival and have

and this practice has beerlevelopment _oriented in the BJP's favour?  world - the Rs 500 andin all probability even category. | am not allergic,maarsa >¢ 12°K1e8 byto walk miles to procure this
going on for the last few pojitics. The AAP has only Yours etc., 1000 notes, to the utterdownsize the weddingtowards the rich anfayareness campaign. It has. There is serious concern
years . Now, if this practiceshown arrogance and a Vinod C. Dixit chagrin of the chestparties, the invitees andpowerful people buf heen found that even theabout the need for proper
continues _for another 10politics of confrontation Ahmedabad- 15 thumping rich  and the paraphernalia. Manyagainst brazen display ofeconomically weaker and low-cost nutrFi)tioFr)l
years then how much fuelsince assuming power. powerful. Then he focusedmiddle class and senioran arrogant mindset .Someections can afford awhich can be tackled if only
and money is being wastedpeople want a corruption- Modi_ the his attention on the redcitizens are also expectingleaders take selfies withbalanced diet at low costthe Panchayat and block
The nation and people Offree and bribery-free Delhi. beacon (lall batti) andthe school admission feeghe .common men just forwhich would be reasonably officials are properly trained
this country are paying theprices have gone up, water common demolished the symbol ofin CBSE/ICSE affiliated photo-ops! healthy. in this regard. The State
price. | personally feel thatand  electricity are ) | arrogance because theéchools, which so far is the Yours etc.| ~ The campaign has togovernments have to play
vehicles can be easilypecoming costlier. People  [MAN'S PM! colour red attracts thedomain of the powerful Sonaram M Sangnjareach the lowest tiers of thea crucial role, in association
permitted to exit the parkingneed a government that anger of all bulls asand affluent and is “not Tura| Vvillage for which the with institutions like NIN,
lot and proceed directly prings some relief to the  Editor, experienced by the redaffordable” for the . National Institute of for only then can poor and
towards Police Bazar_ andpoor people. Anti- If there is one man next motor bike riders. The Lal COMMon person earning Letters to the Editor must have || Nutrition has a vital role to not-so-well educated
beyond as was done in theorruption crusader Annato  |shwar Chandra batti brigade must hate himsalary of Rs 20,000-25,00 the full name, addressand || play. There is indeed a neegeople become conscious
p a S t - Hazare has rightly vidyasagar who bashesfor this! Modi has now thousand rupees. contqctnumberofthewnte:.-, to involve the civil society in the matter. The health of
Yours etc., questioned Kejriwal's self-ego and the ego ofturned towards air travel Admission fees must even:ftheyar?sentbyemqll. in spreading this awarenes$ nation is best judged by
Anjan Kumar Das, |eadership, saying theothers in India it is the monopoly of VIPs andbe reasonable between <sOnly letters with the requisite || @nd also to ensure that thehe health of its people. ---

Shillong — 6 party half lost credibility undoubtedly Prime their fiefdom. He has 10,000- 15,000 annually! details will be published. food given by the INFA




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017 (SIX)

0]
“The true meaning of religion is thus, not 'yDAN' am bItIOn to

simply morality, but morality touched by 2018 and What do We ge Yihe Aam Aadmi's

emotion.”
Matthew Arnold The 2018 Meghalaya : produce bovine like .
- - Assembly Elections are By Toki Blah reactions where one can 'ﬂ In dreams
The Shlllong Times scheduled for sometimes ) chew the cud of regret a y g
next year but might comeand all elections. In thelonger sells and the fact thabne's own leisure.

Vol No: LIX No. 259 SHILLONG, TUESDAY, MAY 2,2017 | even’ earlier. The eageprocess Abraham Lincoln'sthey are usually regarded as Then there is the NPP
. anticipation that usually famous Gettysburg addres® teams of the Nationala party which has captured
Trlple Talaq precedes such politicalhas been made to stand oParty has hardly helpedthe interest of the
. . . .| events is however missingits head. In Meghalayamatters. As of today allMeghalaya electorate. In
THE Triple Talaq issue has been triggeringn@rvousness has replacedemocracy is now definedregional parties seem to behe Garo Hills, it ig
controversy for years. It is now under review by|tRathusiasm. The wholeas "For the Power (to grabdriven by the individual expected to give the
. . | state and the public at larggpower by hook or by personal agenda andongress more than a r
Supreme Court. There is no doubt that it is ah'!JIS@tetchy, anxious and fretfulcrook), Of the Party ( party ambitions of their top brassfor its money (no pu The 1990s saw theannually. 50% of the seats
discriminatory and objectionable practice in Musligpout the coming polls.is crucial for promoting the most inhibiting factor forintended). And here isOPening up of the economy.ill be offered in subsidy
. . . . . . trangely the public worry personal interests) and Buythe growth and where the catch lies. Eydndia was liberalised andthrough the scheme which
society. The provision of instant divorce is a thrgatnot so much over thethe People (people aredevelopment of the party.prows are being raised A¥ith it Indians began to will be served on afirst come

to marital relationship and the stability of family lifeshange of government thatheap ~ purchasableThe old guard refuses tag where is the presence [gfiféam of flying. With the first serve basis.
. .. e ey .| the polls might bring. The commodities. No need formake way for young bloodipe party in the Khasi ar[d®P€ning up of the aviation  The prime thrust of the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is justified in urgingoncern of people isvision, or planning. Give and fresh ideas. Stagnation zintia Hills? Why this sector new players enteredcheme is to reach

Muslims to keep the debate out of politics. The m%@;a“g\/g\rflﬂ ff“eat“"ﬁgwbt‘ﬁﬁ" moﬂe)x and $ﬁa(:%”6rse . JZ:I rgfsutlﬁ]-e Tpeegr}ort_]gtleimerest of keeping i tchs??ﬂé?; r?sn% gggﬁrtgnﬁﬂhqmdertser\ﬁg and utnse_[_\r/]ed
C . ) i airports of the country. The

objection is that only husbands can do it and thyernment were to comd\/lt?]_ghalaya's political parties to come together forSDt(r)Iﬁ:[tly t?fé aoﬁaerro I?na},irjto;?their.dreams of travelling in p|al?q includes puIIingyout a
ntrol th r trinas. Ith | n said tpaewer in 2018, for theethics. We continue toa pre-poll alliance simply . icker N aircraft. While it did open number of airports back

control the pursed strings as also been said méc'ir}oin the street, there isurvive by God's mercy andenforces the view thatMeghalayan tribes flick ryp flying to some, yet thefrom Wildernpess and

the shariat does not provide for it. Modi rightli¥ardly anything worth nothing else! everyone thinks he /she i%(])r:rh:d I;EEJ?SZ; St%rg? Steep prices ensured thagringing them on track. In a
’ flying 'still remained a way it is also a scheme of

i i brating about. Nothing No wonder therefore CM material and no one is :
Stressed. thatlndla.n mUSIIr.n.S.ShOUId showthe.p mp change. There is that all of us are looking atprepared to sacrifice this/CU"9 dynamic SangMayisant dream to many. Thisfirst of its kind when
i i i prepa “brothers at the helm ot ti
modernity worldwide. Politicising the issue will bgothing to anticipate. In athe approaching 2018potential (however bogus it . was broken for the first ime government activity is
utterly wrong whether the BJP does it or tigtshell the general publicAssembly elections with maybe)  through any PP affairs are well knownynen the first low cost no hoped to stimulate private
- . . ) has become indifferent andsuch trepidation. Changepremature tie-up. That2nd respected with a huggs carrier Air Deccan was entrepreneurship in the
Opposition. A BJP minister in UP, Swami Prasagathetic to elections! Infor the better is yet to makeeveryone is a leader is th&0N- Garo fan club outsideaynched in early 2000s. Airlong run. The scheme
Mourya raised hackles stating that triple talagti§ light of 45 years of mal-an appearance. People sesiggest  tragedy  of a0 Hills. The refusal df peccan revolutionised thecomes at a crucial time when
o overnance  this isno light at the end of theregionalism. In a hungthe party to expanfmarket with low cost tickets 3 number of regional airlines
prompted by lust. Home breaking is not the presgeiM@erstandable. From thdunnel irrespective of who Assembly situation, postPeyond Garo Hills makeésand sought to cover theithave closed down their
of muslims. The idea of the lustful muslim has beggjliamentary democracycomes to power. No doubtpoll bargaining is preferablen© sense. It simplycosts with innovative gperations in the past
. . point of view however, this Meghalaya is spoilt for to any pre poll agreementenforces publi¢ marketing. However sounddecade. There is a hope
played up by the Sangh Parivar in the crusade agaiist,calamity of the worstchoice as far as number ofrhe possibility of back doorSuspicions that politiciansfinancial principles evadedthat UDAN will revive these
'love jihad'. Such motivated malignity of BJP ministef§d. For an electorate topolitical ~ parties  and entry, to the CMs chair, therare there for their owpnthe carrier and finally it had ajrlines or create new ones
' . : ose faith in the election ofpoliticians are concerned.has more than distinctselfish interests andto wind up its operations.in the process once the
and RSS leaders is doubtless a hindranceid@ocratic leaders is arChoice however is severelypossibilities. Hope reignsnowhere for the good dfSince then however flying private sector recognises
enlightened moves made by muslim reformers. [Thgication that limited as far as parties orsupreme for CM-ship bythe common man. The
. . . . . arliamentary democracyindividuals with political default. It has happenedrospects of positive
wife of India's Vice President, Hamid Ansari, Salids become redundant iethics are concerned.before so why not againchange in 2018 recede
Ansari, recently condemned triple talag. Meghalaya. People noEveryone appears to be avhy not indeed! even further.
. : . longer consider the adagehip of the same block There are two new Time for us the peopl
Many muslim countries have abolished th& “For and By the peop|eirresk|)oe|ctiveOl of the partyentrants into the 2018}2? force olur politicians t
iecti ice. i i the anacea forsymbol. Indications are political arena. One is theflag people's concerns |n
objectlonaglg practice Ipbllnd;a, the muslllm Pers )galmocraticp governance that the Congress wil ComngP and the other the NPRheir manifestoes. First fs lower rate so that people are
Law Board is responsible for its continuancs. gliticalcredibilityisatrock out as the largest singleAs far as the BJP isthe lack of vision o tempted to choose air travel over
violates the secular spirit of the Indian Constituticrettom. The way ahead ispalr_ty | buiﬁl Coggrhes»_sconcerned, the goings-orﬁdugatlon-d Msghalaly i q ds. S _ h
: rk and foggy. political ethos and their within the state unit of thisheeds an education poli¢y .
The importance attached to the vote bank by d‘ﬂlMeghalag?;}:{%ll was single minded dependenceentity, if one is to believe thewhere students and thaii fetliCehy e, Aol ) een in the
political parties has so far thwarted the introductiomnceived because of aren money alone to bringmedia and the press, hard|we_lf?reA|rlerrlﬁm the foc;l context of a deliberate and
s s ' L umption that our ownthem back to power Is nogives any assurance of it$oint. other aspects c : .
Ofﬁ]UnlflteqlCIVIlfoffe. Tge B‘prs Currehr_]t Obsgst;@ ctedptribal leaders wouldassurance t?f bettefr thingsgability t)g provide the teach%r beknefits; politigll multimodal transport p0||Cy that is
with curtaliment or freedom Ot worship an ve the indigenous peopleto come. Their preferenceleadership nor thevote banks, ministeri i
construction of a Ram Temple in Ayodhya hggPetter deal than ouffor winnable candicatesgovemance expected. Thehairs  etc., remain D€ING developed UDAN mqkes
: _ _ _ M&Rstwhile Assamese rulerswill continue. (a favourite state unit walks in with thesecondary to the focal sense. The offshoots of benefits of
stiffened conservative fundamentalist muslim opiniafe went about it with the turn of phrase of the MPCChaggage of its parent bodyPoint. Meghalaya alsp o .
As Narendra Modi is the leader of the BJP Eénous 'No Hill State No President and if you think The one food habit, oneneeds a transparent polic) UDAN may not limit itself to giving
'| Rést' slogan which after 43the bloke is referring to faith, one ideology, oneon how its scarce fiscg 9. g
a chance for all to fly alone. If it is

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg
BEATING THE RHETORIC

:‘

The prices have been capped not
only for flights but helicopters as
well. Prices have been kept at a

appears to be in a cleft stick. years, in the final analysis,ability or charisma, you language, one identity, ongesources are to Re
was an emotional war crybetter think again). The culture for all, is somethingmanaged. A non gyccessful then it may also be able
| LOOKING BACK | that simply heightened ourCongress will continue to that will require real skilful transparent; nop . . : )
. sense of tribal unity butview elections as a pure selmarketing. The partyaccountable; _non to bring relief to the creaking railway
April 11, 1989 bequeathed precious littleand buy economic exercisedeclaration to contest all 6gproductive political . £ i Id i
Govt not aware of anv violation else. Emotional politicsOnly money bags needconstituencies is to beextravagance like the MLA I rastructure which would In turn
y caused us and our leadergpply for tickets. This admired but to accompanyscheme is anti people. |It see development and uparadation
Of LPG Supply System to lose sight of the fact thattotally debunks public this with a threat to lodgeshould be immediately P P9 :
power is a means and noservice as the goal ofFIRs against anyone whglone away with. The
Meghalaya Supply  He said that in most casegin end in itself. Statehoodpolitics and simply pushesdares criticise the party, wascheme is a waste of publi¢osts have come down andhe market in regional travel.

Minister Mr Upstar Kharbuli the  customers  wergfound us totally devoid oncorruption to the forefront simply astounding. For anymoney; it serves npmore Indians are traveling The UDAN scheme
told the State Assembly onthemselves responsible fowhat to do next; ignorantof governance. The mottoparty, on the eve of anpurpose except tovia aircrafts than everentails the provision of
Wednesday that the Govtirregularities because theyof our own borders; shortseems to be "Invest to winelection year, to threaten th¢ncourage corruption. Thenefore. A large number ofproportionate pricing for
was “official unaware” of pressurized agencies asf foresight; badly in needthen grab power for selfelectorate with such drastidunds squandered couldiirports are becomingroutes of different stage
any violation of the home they were worried aboutof visionary leadership.aggrandisement.” It will retribution, is simply have been better used |tinternational airports while |engths/flight duration. The
delivery system of LPG by “shortages of LPG.” Mp Sadly this continues till simply be a replay of pastunheard of. Innovativebuild —our  woefully| existing airports like Delhi government aims to achieve
the dealers. Replying to aKharbuli said that under thetoday. Our politicians love non governance. Is publicperhaps; but unheard of alfieficient infrastructurel. airport have become biggethe affordable pricing
question by Mr H Suchiang existing regulations fof to talk development but fewdisillusionment therefore tothe same. One has heard dfleghalaya also needs|and better. through a) a financial
(Cong-l), he said that thesupply of LPG even carryinghave the gumption for it.be wondered at? _ shock treatment but it's thedynamic leadership that  And yet the question of stimulus in the form of
Supply department believedof one’s own gas cylindgrTotally dependent on  The Regional Partiesfirst time it's ever beingencourages and promo%ﬁegional connectivity hasconcessions from Central
that “all is well” about LPG from the godown wascentral assistance forare no better despite theirapplied in electoral politics.leaders and leadershigontinued to  hauntand State governments and
distribution since it had notillegal. He assured that thesurvival, —our elected'holier than thou stance.’Must be some new fangediualities. A leadership thatawmakers and aircraftajrport operators and (2) a
received any complaint from state government wouldleaders viewed governancéact of the matter is theystrategy to win hearts ancgsimply  fosters mor¢ official alike. The air travel Viability-Gap Funding to the
the consumers with regardtake appropriate step fosimply as another word forare as clueless, as the nexhinds but it takes the cakefollowers is an inward pattern in India revolvesinterested airlines to kick-off
to over charging or anycheck godown, showroomdistributing money and thatperson, as to what to do iflet me tell you. Important tolooking selfish leadership,around a few major sectorspperations from such
other irregular practicesand roadside sale ofis how they continue tothey ever came to powerremember that - impulsivethe last thing Meghalayaand this is where airlinesajrports so that the
adopted by the dealers.  cylinders. approach the electoratelhe regional ideology nooutbursts can  oftenwants in 2018. focus on.  Regional passenger fares are kept

connectivity is almost non- affordable, according to a

e e, SXSIPIB release.

is erratic and costly. All that  The 70 airports to be

. : . ) W . . . L i ised to change with the; d i d h
Where are the connivance with drugscorrectly? Do you think, officers” (ST- May 1, 2017). Cyber Crimes in total but itcould have significant |5 P2'S¢ / onnected in under the
suppliers. Need we lookthey would be able tolt is observed that theis quite possible to checknegative impacts fof \2unch of UDAN with a ypaN scheme include 27

free mEdlcmeS? further? Just see howcommit everything to internet world is ever- them. Legislation cannotfuture global crop gﬁ'd?n f'(?h[t) lﬁetv\\/’\?ﬁ? currently served airports,

Editor wealthy  the ddrhug memory? Then where is theevolving and fraudsterstotally — succeed  in production, Omamem"’”UDl,&nNaoquane D?eshlka A:am 12 currently under-served
P ; ; contractors are and ho ing? i iminati i i ieg _ ; irpor nd 31 currentl
Civil Hospital is a Woy of learning? continuously use newereliminating crime but we and horticultural species,Naagrik' (enabling the 2P0 ts and 31 currently

unserved airports. Also, 17

ommon man to fly), as the, ot the 70 airports are in
new programme is called,,o North 12 in East, 6 in

Government Hospital which MUch of expired medicinesfurthermore, when oneways to commit frauds. must be aware of our rightorest trees and orchar
provides free check-up, and@€ dumped in Meghalayaremains absent for a day oEarlier when internet and duties i.e. to report thespecies and apiculture. |t
free medicines to the poor o iS making all the two which is very likely, banking was started, wecfime as a collective dutyis important to develo capping the airfare for a one , ,

le. G t set Fpﬁoney? children are made to staythought that user name andowards the society andqualit Bee habitats or B - . . “North-East region, 11 in
e hospital in Shillone to Yours etc., back after school h aking the application of guactsar! *SEhour journey on a fixed Wing g\t “and 24 in the West
this hospital in Shillong to Nistarbok ack after school hours anchassword was enoughmaking pp! sanctuaries at approprial&jrcraft at Rs2.500 another>CUth an in the West.
serve the lower income Kh thls arbok ‘pounded  with  those security but then additionallaws more stringent 0j5ces  around  cro glass ceiling in air travel has1€Nc€ UDAN seeks to
groups from all over arthangmaw missing lessons. How doessecurity measures werecheck cyber crime. production areas, hard 10st shattered. What take<0Ver the length and the

i Krang one expect a child with i Yours etc 9 S$readth of th

Meghalaya but especially xp Id with developed, but that too is - reach areas of farm readth of the country.

d . . i sroughly 10 hours of road :
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. | tears in her eyes tonow proving futile. The Vinod C. Dixit_\0edy unused patche travgel ?:lan now be covered The prices have been

am a patient who depends Burdened with comprehend and learnyyinerability of credit and Ahmedabad - 15 cio0d areas,  alonbin an hour and is affordableS@PPed not only for flights
on this hospital and doctors | when almost all studentsgebit cards and net banking irrigation canals, unuseftoo: this would but helicopters as well.
advised me to come for homework! have left school to be withhas made it easy for Beesunder and undisturbed parts : i ivity Prices have been kept at a
check-up once a month.  Editor, their loved ones? THhIS criminals who are just a click farm areas, reclaimed areasn a different environment. |0Wer rate so that people are
Every time | go to this  Apropos the news itemCr€a(€s a fear psychosis iyyay from easy money. threat city and municipality park In the case of UDAN-1 tempted to choose air travel
hospital for check-up and 'On Pine Mount School,'the young innocent minds.Thys there is a need for Editor and gardens, private ajdthe second phase ofoVer railway and roads.
after that the doctor writes(ST April 13, 2017), | would ~rén't ~these —highly yigespread = customer Bees and other insecpublic lawns, kitcher| auctions are expected to b&€€n in the context of a
the names of medicines inaiso like to highlight some dualified teachers capableayareness about risks angollinators constitute angardens,  boulevards,rolled out soon), it brings thedeliberate and multimodal
the card (paper) and tells méacts which relate not onlym;I Imparting H plroper threats of giving out important natural tool for highways and  rural country's Tier-ll and Tier-lll transport policy that is
to get the medicines from theto the heavy school bags ucatlorll wit essg confidential login efficiently transferring secondary highway areastowns on the country's airbeing developed UDAN
pharmacy but every time |put also massive homewor omeworg ! prOJelct V‘:jof “.information for internet pollen grains from anther topglinator Mix or Bee Mix| map. Of the 70 airportsmakes sense. The
show the card to thegiven by teachers of rfarer: iy lemp”o%e JUStyanking. With the right stigma of flowers in case ofcan be  an importantserved in the first phase ofoffshoots of benefits of
pharmacists | am given onlydifferent subjects in a single!® "MS dt e{ Sﬁ’ abus %'? permissions, hackers havea large number of importanteonstituent forl UDAN, 31 are currently UDAN may not limit itself
one kind of medicine day. As a mother of two]E'me a? ta lgl Omeg‘. '9succeeded in changingcommercial crops and forespstablishing such Begunserved. One can be suré giving a chance for all to
whereas the others such aschool going children, | find at sa ary.h ease Irln%daily ATM cash limits and tree species around thegnctyaries using mix gfthat this would not havefly alone. If it is successful
Encorate 300 mg which costit hard to deal with this. On 5o T B19R9Ce . Flicreate fraudulent creditglobe. Unfortunately, the ynnual/perennial  wild Peen possible without athen it may also be able to
Rs 74 per strip, has to bereaching home from office, ! (ejrs anf € '?] Wi hu'lad cards with new PINs for native bee populationsgower/native flower and host of concessions whichbring relief to the creaking
bought from outside theike every working woman | N€€ds 0" helgc chi third parties to accessacross the globe ar€yrass mix or pollinato would have been sharedailway infrastructure which
hospital. | am & poor persorfirst have to ensure that the e oau>c & CNIATeN are NO%, - o nts. 1t is rightly said showing signs of alarmings, b between the Unionwould in turn see

so how do I buy this children finish their °°™" genlusesyours otc. that, "Prevention is betterdecline over the past twofolreamilel)r/n&nnuallperenm ' government, statedevelopment and
medicine as | need about sbhomework, study and go to Name withheld on than cure,”" so it is alwaysdecades due to over 9 " Vours etc. | 9overnment and theupgradation. Air travel if
strips @ month which meansped early. request. better to take certainapplication of pesticides in Saikat K Bacy 2iPOrts.  However the availed by a significant part
an expenditure of Rs 440 per  But the trend of multiple q " precautions while our agricultural fields, aﬁlt?'d umar aﬁL scheme has been launchedf the population can play
month. ~ homework from various . operating the internet bydiseases, ecological stress, Lethbridge, Canada;,"s;ch a manner that thea role in reducing pollution
| feel sad and angry with subjects, are taking their tollcyber CrNMEe ON way of following good lack of quality bee habitat (L efters o the Editor musthave | | PTivate sector does seeas well. Thus seen in totality
the Government which doeson these young minds. h : practices in order toforaging —areas and oo add 4 || potential and newer marketUDAN seeks to be a game-
not have the spirit of socialAren't they burdened and t erise minimize the security risks Nutritional deficiency to © fli' tame, 2acress an in it which is why it has set changer which could very
service but whose ministersconfused? What do we  Editor, of increasing Cyber crimesmention a few. Itis importan contact number of the writer, || 5\~ 5 ctive  interest. Thewell redefine the way

and health officials areexpect of a young child, This refers to your in banks. to look into bee| &veniftheyaresentbyemail. || ooyernment  estimatesindians fly.
engaged in looting the rightwhen every letter/word hasreport, "State's cyber cellin - No doubt, it is near conservation with utmost Only lefters with therequisite || ypAN-1 to cost the (Views expressed by
of the poor people, into be spelled to pronouncesieep mode with untrainedimpossible to eliminate care and urgency as this_details will be published. exchequer Rs 200 croreshe author are personal)
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Season of inaugurations!

THE Chief Minister of Meghalaya and the sitti
MLAs are on an inauguration spree. Forthe C
Minister, If it's not a foundation stone for a buildi
then it's a sub-division or some such thing. |
guestion that needs to be asked is what are the
lines for the completion of those buildings? Let's
a look at the few pending projects. At the top of]
list is the Crowborough Hotel Project fir
constructed by the Meghalaya Tourism Developn
Corporation and later leased out to a private p
No questions are asked in the Assembly on this
and therefore no answers are received. Henc
public is kept wondering when this 30-year proj
will be completed. Is it still good for occupation o
it now fit to be demolished? In fact a goq

independent architect should be asked to evaluaie

the longevity of the building and to tell us exag
what the present status of the building is. We r¢
that the operators of local hotels who have
credibility, the finance and the know-how on hq
management had bid for this project but there
political pressure then to give it to a person Vv
political clout but who knows zilch about the hg

business. Now, the second hotel - with a 5-star

built on Government land by a private party
private-public partnership mode, in collaborat
with noted hoteliers JW Marriot, has also runi
financial mess.

The moral here is that Government should (a)
doing business (b) private-public partnerships n
be legally binding on both parties. The private p
cannot make the Government liable for its inab
to manage its finances. The other long-pen
project is the State Assembly building, tender for
design of which were called only recently. The
Assembly building was gutted in January 2001.
is now the 17th year but not much headway has
made. Hence merely inaugurating something ig
enough; completing itis more important. Let's
forget that several crores of public money has |
spent on Crowborough and other half-finisk
projects. Meghalaya's cardinal sin is in the time
cost overruns involved in almost all projects. Wh

to be held accountable for such delays if not) thei

Government?

| LOOKING BACK |

April 11, 1989

Khongwir Deprecates land
acquisition move

~ Leader of the Oppositionmark of solidarity.
in Meghalaya Mr S.D. DJC Bookletson viable

Khongwir has deprecated .
the move by the State Govt  Industries released

to acquire land for some Twg booklets pertainin
central Govt establishmentgg the

saying that such "alienationsyryvey for identification o
of land” would "pose avyiable industries ir
threat to the peacefulpeghalaya and a practic
existence of the tribal peopleapproach to setting up
themselves”. small scale village an
In a statement issued hergottage industries publish
on  Wednesday,  Mrpy the District Industrie
Khongwir said "if the tribals centre (DIC) were releass
have to part away with theirby the Meghalaya Speci
lands bit by bit and acre bysecretary, Industries, M
acre their very existencepjlip Singh at the inaugura
would eventually be in function of the 9th Distric
jeopardy. Industries Exhibition i
He, therefore, called uponghillong on Wednesday.
the state Govt to "restrain . Dilip Singh, while
itself. ) .in matters of emphasizing the
acquisition of lands and topotential of handicrafts in th
always take the local peopletate said that they are
and leaders into confidencqg pe improved an
before embarking upon anymodernized since this sect

proposal for acquisition.” plays an important role i
The statement came in th‘i‘)roviding subsidiary

wake of reported move tojncome.
acquire land at Umpling-  The Secretary Industrie
Nongrah in East Khasi Hills,mr Didar Singh, in his
Mukhla in Jaintia Hills (fOI’ residential addreq
BSF) and near Umroi in Easktressed the need f

Khasi Hills (for ICAR) improvement in the quality @

Meanwhile, a group of handicraft items which h
volunteers of Jaintia Youthsaid, could be achieve
Organisation held a day longhrough proper guidanc
hunger strike in fI’_0nt of thetraining and other Support
State Central Library on  Qthers who spoke on tf
Tuesday as a mark of proteGsccasion include the Gene
against the move foryanager of DIC Mr. S.B

acquisition of land for BSF Gyrung the Joint Directo
camp at Mukhla. Some KSUjnqustries, Mr A.V. Ranga

and HSYO volunteers alsoand the Manager, Circlg

techno-econom G

va >[h

Naxals:Wake Up Call

Will Modi walk his talk?

Sitting ducks is what

income almost nont

Of religion
and politics

would define how a 99- By Poonam | Kaushish

strong CRPF troops were

existent. Development i
only a word parroted by

7]

By Ananya Guha

the polity at election time.
However, at the same
time beyond the Adivasis'
abject poverty is
skillfully orchestrate

ngasgh%ret);_for 38.0 '\ga?(iStSinte"igence which failed to countryside, surround cities
L e nansgarh's SUkMaealize that knee-jerk until they can force regime
hdlesftrict last week resulting g : ; )
) . . “operations will not yield change. Simultaneously
in 25 jawans being ; ; '
Y results, instead it would putthey want to transmute the
NPassacred. This is th - : ;
cond deadly attack in ecurity forces at risk.social structure through the
TF& th i y th Alongside, the Centre'sparrel of the gun. Towards
S Ief?nlz c\;\:a%d rglg)(;\ thsmuch-hyped policy onthat end, they are getting
.mmgq : “tackling Red terror is moral & material support
akéij n .sevetn” tye”?rsf'caught in a time warp. Onefrom Nepal, China, and
ter_sc_ormg, al ta 0| step-forward-two-steps-pPakistan's ISI, Lashkar-e-
thahtaining - Iln ‘Emalbackwards! Asserted aTayiba, HUL and other
(;O”Shm 'S Slrﬂ,p y bah@lsenior police officer, "There |slamic terror outfits. Their
sin Yat 0g ;/vas Uit thingdS 2 lot of vacillation and adambition: Have a 'red
hent eérpgﬁ fosjfsue’ Ur']'?grslhocism, whereby counter-corridor' from Pashupati to
P Minist R. inath Naxal strategy and attacksTirupati.
ome Minister ~ajnain paye peen outsourced to  Sadly, for a vear, the
AEiMgh called an emergenc : Y year,
gtin of to sec%rit Xhe Central security Government has talked a
&ng b SeCUiYforces." Consequently,nauseum about its 'anti-
OffiCials, assertin This
blooded 9 d with the Central forcesNaxal strategy' couched in
ecthe blooded murdery5ying " the role of ajingoistic jargon  of
showed the Naxals 4 larg
. supporter and not a leadchallenge clear
&€listration over the : ge,
force to the State, the fightdevelopment,” and usin
ccess of our crackdown, . iote i : - .
Bherations in the recentddinst Maoists is manifesigrand language like tackling contain if not annihilat
in massive confusion andterror "on the political, the enemy. There should

ast." Sic. Tweeted Prime - . .
)dl?/iinister Modi, "Cowardly operational weakness withsecurity and developmentyg planned deployment of
time-bound

deplorable ThePoth accusing each other ofronts in a holistic manner"
acrifice of the martyrs will failure. The state has failed tOjmposed by the conflict,
how realize that impressiveThe Government needs fc

t . ; Questionably,
t go in vain, we have .

the Centre intend ta@atchphrases don't add u : :
,é%hen the attack as jgn: the war? Does it knowto Remember that if there is
challenge and will enforc

interests and ulteriofr
motives of the Re
brigade. Recall, prior t
the State's anti-Naxal
operations and Sal

were busy hamperin
development and creating
a fear psychosis. Bluntly,
the Maoists facade af
ocial movement hides |a
inister design
usurpation of politica
power.
What next? First, Ne
' Delhi must clearly defin

_ well-thought-out gisconnect between its

fhe Staie's writ." ®the DNA of Naxalites? strateg
| their allude to a mumble-jumble resources and grourd
an ironof intentions and wishful ¢ongitions, all stratagen(s

What fuels
tﬁislfliaalllcyc%un-lt—gt?iﬂt vggé/ movement? I there s

o s rettight anti-Naxal policy in thinking at best andand — measures  afe
V{’ééd’) Will the State admit P'ace followed by a realisticcomplete catatonia at worstrendered redundant.
itihas blood on its handsANd accurate assessment  Shamefully, New Delhi Two, the State must

. of the challenge? Are thejs fighting this violent
Specially, after the DGPReds driven purely by themoy lay calculated emphasi|s

telRPF ~ accused  thel ‘o> °movement with not evengn intelligence-le

hhattisgarh Government "©PPing Peter to pay Paul'one tenth of the totaltargeted operation

being slack in Syndrome? — Can  ansecurity forces required toseeking out th
nstructing the roadhonorable cause and agontain it. Worse, more thanjeadership, rather thapn

eventual utopian outcomegoo of the Centre's outlaydissipating the forces o
@hockingly, the road, wherd UStify violent means? Istowards modernization of chasing cadres, seize ah
the attack took place ha%/lolence consistent withthe police in the Red corridorhold the initiative that i
NERen in the making for he norms O_f democracy? hasn't been released. Of th@as long relinquishe
years. Tragically,  the amount released only soménstead of concentratin
More scandalous isGovernmentis insensible ofhas been used. ~ on territory, given that th
stop fact that security NOW it should tackle the  Frankly, our war against Maoists follow the ‘fish i
personnel have beer@foOwWIing menace. At lastNaxalism is S|0W|y turning water' policy: which
ntisting hoarse for newCount Maoists had spreakbut be a one-sided bloodyrenders the guerrill
technology which shortenst€ir poisonous tentacles inaffair, as Maoists dominatesoldiers indistinguishabl
AFBhstruction time of one km20 States and 223 districts battlefield of dispirited and from common citizens.
Iﬁ&ad to just two days. Alas,(7 States have alreadyil-prepared security forces  Three, there must be|e
tHis proposal too has beers!ipped beyond Statewith no credible intelligence clear determination t
dgrghering dust for threecontrol). Worse, they haveflow. The level of their contain the Naxalites o
ears with the State@ssumed alarmingsophistication in inflicting their peripheries, t
inistration. Alongside, Proportions, ratcheting uplarge-scale casualties orengineer their expulsio
licemen acknowledgethe stakes at a potent levetivilians and security from areas in which their
Oﬁﬁey were soft targets dud0 destroy democracy ancpersonnel with minimum influence is nascent, ar|d
[Highe route's predictabilityreplace it with anarchy. ~ damage to themselvesensure that they are noi
for the road construction ~ Undoubtedly, both the exposes their superiority. able to expand into ne
been Centre and State need to get  In addition, the tribals' areas. As also deal with
Undeniably, the their act together, take thefeel that if security forces distortions in the social
5 NQkalite menace continuedull by the horns and realizecould be killed where do system on a war footing
rgttear asunder with lethatthat anti-Naxal operationsthey go? So willy-nilly they to alleviate ~poverty
precision the Indian Stateare a chronic terrifying start obeying the so-calledensure speed
y&anally, it showcases theblack hole. For starters, thejiktats of the Naxalites. This development and enforg
lack of political will, utter Centre must rid itself of gives impetus to otherlaw and order strictly.
1@é:nfusion and exposes théinding political and groups to attack elsewhere. Time to send a cleg
tral and Statebureaucratic  solutionsTrue, the Adivasis are amessage that sensele
%@Cemmem-s soft underdnstead of getting securitydisadvantaged lot. violence wouldn't be
dglly in their anti-Naxal and intelligence experts toChhattisgarh's Bastar whichtolerated. ~ Remembe
armour, slack coordinationstrategize tacticallies in the heart of Maoist nations live or die by th
no cohesion betweeriequirements to containterritory ranks as one of theway they respond to
the forces on the ground. this. poorest districts in the challenge. Do our leade
Moreover, the attack Intelligence sourcescountry sans basic have the stomach? Th
highlighted lack of unified assert the Maoist game plammenities, roads, no medicaball is in NaMo's court. Ca
strategy and actionablds to occupy the facilities and means of hewalkhis talk? INFA

TOTHE EDITOR

eading to the Maoists' den
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editorial "Triple Talaq" (ST,
May 1, 2017). PM Modi has
rightly urged Muslims to
work together to find a way

credibility of the media Saeed, co-founder d
C sagging, the former EditorialLashkar-e-Taiba, or tak
Director of 'The New York him through the hotline, t

8\ RPF Jawans Times', who is currently Jash out at India as to ho
to end the much-criticised  Editor, . Editor in Chief of the terrorists are
practice of Triple Talaq .  The mass killing of the ‘Huffington Post', Lydia heartlessly shot down b
ny rational person would innocent cannot be justifiedpolgreen has very recentlythe Indian army! Have w
Pagree that the practice ofby sane people. Butin Indiaechoed her deepnot heard enough from tH
PTriple Talag needs to bea certain section of scholarsjispleasure. With anguishmedia that the "innocent
dabolished because of théhave gone quite insane sghe expressed her regret stone-pelters in Jammu a
*dvay it results in the abusemuch so that they defendthe trust of the generalkashmir have bee
5of women. The real temperall such cruelties uponmasses in the media is @&arassed round-the-clog
*bf the country is that peoplehumanity. What is more historic low'. One reliable by Indian army?
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e
D

killing of 25

J

y

a)

h

alvant  this  obnoxious shocking is that some areamerican media agency, Yours etc.,
rpractice to end. People dooften complicit behind the 'pew Research Center' lately, Salil Gewali
Inot want any discrimination scenes.  They  hardlyafter an exhaustive survey, Shillong-2
t against women on the basi:heks)itate_ to]c coax thehas come up with a very

of any religious faith. subversive forces intodisquieting finding. It has 1

Divorc)e/ Iawsgin India are committing the crime. Well, revqealed %hat 82%/0 of theLetS remember
such that there are cases gost the dastardly kiling of news  audiences  are | h
.sharassment of women by25 CRPF jawans in Sukma &jjsillusioned with the feal neroes
=men by not giving divorce, clear picture has emergedpijased  attitude and Editor,

eEghere y limiting Though not published, distorted reporting of media During the Champara
" pportunities for remarriagesome media elites are hellhouses. Many have alreadgatyagraha movement, 1
and vice versa. Muslims inbent to prove the killing asheld media as the 'enemy
Olndia should encouragea justified retaliation. A the American people’ - as\iian Ansari had divulged
Ntheir community to follow prominent journalist of famously retorts the USine consbirac b
the Indian law and order andIndia Today Group' Rajdeeppresident Donald Trump.forbiddin P Myh tma
keep religion out of it, like Sardesai had hurried himselhould not all this grim fact’é) prie tg drink ahatmag
Shey expect Hindu religion to invite Nalini Sundar to now directly from the |oono . 'O Arink poIson
not to influence politics in his studio for her opinion. horse's mouth, get oufaced milk. He was made |
sthe name of secularism.Sundar, a professor of Delhindian journalists/ P&Y the price .f0|
hDoes Triple-Talaq offer any University, has long earnedcolumnists to have a serioudisobeying W. S. Erwin
fmechanism to review thea bad name for taking a prointrospection ; DIy !
gintent to separate as doedlaoist stance and incitingthemselves? was fired from his job. His
dhe courts today? We mustanti-national forces. She is  Given the daily rantinghome was razed to th
> put an end to this Stone Agealso involved in severaland raving in TV studiousground and his land wg
practice of "Triple Talag", Naxalite activities, apart gnd outrageously deviougonfiscated. India shoul
avhich is used by Muslim from the charge of murderinclination of the mediahonour such great sou
dPen to desert their wives.of a tribal _man in fraternity, one is notand help their heirs fo
he only civilized way is a Chhattisgarh. The formalsurprised if a dreadedsilently contributing to
uniform civil code to ensure complaint against Rajdeepmurderer Charles Sobhraj igndia's freedom struggle
jfthat every man and womanSardesall has already'beeaorgia”y invited from the the cost of everything.
[is treated equally, assent to 'India Today' by"Jjail room" to the newsroom Yours etc.
"promised by the Vinay Joshi, the convener Offor his precious Opinions if SU]It De,’
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joined the hunger strike as @|c, Mr Edward W. Shaday

‘Constitution of India. Legal Rights Observatory.ever a robbery and murder Kolkata

9and acquire resources Qargument.

Sconveniently

Sthere earlier?
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%
ofears ago, a cook, Battakhr

f order. He was tortured and®

stexts, where the latter had a

at

A lot has been discussedVhat if Hindus eat beef at a
of late on religion andpersonal level? Can you

a politics in the columns ofsingle them out? Or do you
this newspaper. While someéeed to? But you need to
charade that serves theontend that politics is asingle out the Muslims. You

backburner for religionare obfuscating the Muslim
others argue that the mix isactors with: immigrants,
inevitable in a country likecow consumption, Jammu
India. Others would say thatnd Kashmir- deliberately to

Judam in 2005, the Re Sthe cow issue has nothingvhip sentiments; to ignore

to do with religion, politics diversity in the country and

or no politics. Why only of course to show off

protect one minority strength.
community ask some, what This is totally
about others? Hindus havenisconceived and

been tolerant for a long timemisconstrued. It is simply
exclaim others, enough ibecause of the political base
enough. Placating minoritieghat rules the roost. So
for the inexorable vote banknistory is tied up into knots
is of course the commorand views of social and
Placatinghistorical thinkers radically
everyone for the vote banidebunked. So called
including the majority is secularists are a target, the
forgotten.vocabulary domain has of

The Hindu religion has been

. described as all embracing. Very

true indeed! That is why the people
of India have been able to absorb
multiple religions and peoples. We
should certainly be proud of this. But
we should not forget in excitable
moments of applying blinkers to
history, that it is exactly this process
of absorption that has awakened a
diverse consciousness in the country,
cow or no cow. Mohammed Aklag's
murder was very coordinated and
planned. You can't eat beef. The cow
Is sacred. She is Mother. Of course,
you are entitled to your apotheosis.
But you are not entitled to comment
on others' food habits and make
perky comments on that. We are
trying to be better Hindus in order
to ingratiate the Gods that be.

That is why | suppose thecourse  largely  been

gajority is so superciliousenriched. Words such as
and damn caring todaysickularists and presstitutes
There is a resurgence ofiave entered our jargon in a
purist Hindu traditions way nothing has. So if you

today. Why was this notprofess secularism you are
sick. The healthy ones are
The Hindu religion hasthe ones who drink milk and

been described as alare vegetarians. Why, they
embracing. Veryrue indeed! say even Europeans have
That is why the people ofupheld this virtue. So on the
India have been able tmne hand you extol them, on

té')albsorb multiple religionsthe other you say they have

; Yours etc., Well, this is how the shar i . :
Need for uniform Vinod C. Dixit edge of the freedom OESZ?pﬁ?SS leséc;rﬂe gﬁﬁfgh_and peoples. We shouldmported our science,
CiVil COde Ahmedabad -15 expression has beerWho knows very soom certainly be proud of this.astronomy and
. bruising the heart of thesome TV channeis mightBut we should not forget inmathematics.
Editor, DaStardl nation. send a free air ticket withexcitable moments of If we are not careful as a
This refers to your y Incidentally, with the security to Hafeez Mohd applying blinkers to history,nation, historical backlash

that it is exactly this processould be an answer in the
of absorption that hasfuture. A historical backlash
awakened a  diversecan take place either due to
consciousness in theeactionary forces or due to
country, cow or no cow.a political and mass uprising.
MohammedAklaq's murder It would be inane and simply

lewas very coordinated andatuous to tell the people of

planned. You can't eat beefindia that theirs is not a

ndThe cow is sacred. She isulturally diverse country.

Mother. Of course, you areThey know this at their level,

kentitled to your apotheosiswhoever they prefer to vote

But you are not entitled tofor. Certainly we have an
comment on others' foodancient collective wisdom in
habits and make perkyhe country. We can glorify
comments on that. We ardé. But we must also glorify
trying to be better Hindusthe Sufis, the efflorescence
in order to ingratiate theof cultures which have led
Gods that be. to the shaping of languages
It is not the current brandsuch as Urdu.
of thinkers only who are We must revitalise the
championing the cause oBauls; stand up against any
ncient Hindu texts. Romilaform of caste tyranny and
hapar and A.L.Bashamlook towards an educated
have done that in theirand healthy India, cow or no
books. In fact the latter hagow, milk or no milk. Simply
translated texts from thebaiting minority groups
original  Prakrit, the could be disastrous and
fountainhead of Sanskritcatastrophic. Let us respect
into English. Were they notindians for what they are
ware of ancient Indianworth, what they have

culture? Today their likes arecontributed to the

edamned. Was it not theconglomerate of a nation and

grandfather of Amartya Semot point unhealthy fingers
who also translated thesat dietary habits.
In  this manner
hand in these translations@verything will fall into a
Do they love their 'culture ' pattern of unity, not
less? No. Some like thadisembodied reality, which
contemporary savants like itn turn can only cause
more. And to prove this wedivisiveness and
have to denigrate othersfragmentation.
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Atrocities again

A Pakistani Army Border Action Team (BAT
beheaded the Indian soldiers near the Line of Carn
(LOC). This has naturally further exacerbatéf
relations between India and Pakistan. The atrq

occurred under heavy shelling by Pak troops
within 24 hours of Pakistani General Qamar Bajy
visitto the LOC. The incident has belied hopes
crackdown on anti-India terrddo doubthe Army
is the controlling force in Pakistan. Unless the
is pro-peace, bilateral talks with the Pakistani civi
government will be abortive. The civilian governm
and the army in Pakistan are at odds with each
over some media leakage. That makes it unlikel
Islamabad and Rawalpindi will speak with the s
voice in talks with India.

India needs to hammer out a multi-pron
strategy in the circumstances.The Indian Army sh
be allowed to retaliate against every hostile a
by Pakistan. Measures should be taken to
Pakistani BAT operations and cross-border terro
Attack on Indian Army Personnel in Jamm
Kashmir should be dealt with firmly. Itis good tk
the Indian Army has now escalated firing on Paki
army bunkers. Security of Indian military installati

should be adequately tightened up. India has riglgﬁyc

talked of revenge against the recent barbaric
Pakistan has naturally asked for proof of
mutilation. The Hizbul Mujahideen has blamed CH
for the death of two bank guards. The atmosphé
tense. Nevertheless, India should press on
diplomatic endeavours to facilitate talks led by a
time Defence Minister.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 11, 1989

|OC to set up LPG bottling
plant in Silchar

The Indian Oil jllegally continue their stay
Corporation (I0OC) is and ultimately manage t
planning to install one moreenroll themselves in th
LPG bottling plant at Silchar electoral rolls.
to meet the increasing The NSF opined that thi
demand for cooking gas inhas caused a grave threat
the North Eastern sector. the basic rights an

The plant, to be interests of bonafide citizern
commissioned in two yearsyresiding in the state.
will produce an additional  According to the NSF
10,000 tonnes of bottled LPGthe situation has greatl
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States Fiscal Deficit

Vital to generate
resources

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

Withering voices of
minorities In Parliament

In a democratic country
ike India, the phenomenal
by a single political
rty having specialjike the back of their hands.electorate
achment to a particularFyrther the

primary focus as of now i
not on development by
on rejuvenating the Part
Therefore, when there is 1
one else to defend an

5
t

' be

0
OI'[h

- ,
} By Aristotle Lynngh India’s fiscal deficit has end, specially vis-a-vis
en brought under controkducation, health and basic
ough the States shortfallhecessities of life. Even

) : - will increase marginally to drinking water availability is
&ifgup and ideology will speakers and apologistsjue respect to our MP,fight for our state and 33 percentofGD(TlD in 23617-n0t eﬁsured toppedty by
ceftainly dominate thewho can disseminate theirvincent Pala, a crore-pati"€910n, We should blame 15 "according to Indiainadequate  sanitation
antre process of making lawpoints clearly to the massesvho can even hire an Oxford2UrSélves because in thegiinos™ ¢~ Researchfagilities.

making and governanceand against their opponentor Cambridge University to 'St Place we have failed ogiimates. India’s combined Notably, the massive
vV@8Bupled with the The failure with other draft a good letter with {0 differentiate who is @ gept of around 70 per cenexpenditure needed for

who are
y have goodpresumably ignorant. With

arginalization of other political parties is that they powerful contents to catchnation builder and who is of ‘GDP is one of the : :

. S h / improvin social and
Qrﬂ@!onal parties includingare too dependent on thehe ~ Prime  Minister NOt before voting for that highest among emergiﬂgphssicalg infrastructure
[‘haet'rg”aéeseerﬁglar partieslegacy wave of their unawares, he should haveP€'SON. A nation builder is markets, topped only byalong-with effective

! _tO be &ounders along with the instead generated a mor person who builds his Brazil.
ighys pro portionate confused |eaderShippro-active debate andhouse from scratch and not Consequently, the talkgng projects is a big
representation from amonghecause of so manydisplay of concern inside the one who purchases| gf an international challenge which needs to
l&f@ minority groups in the individuals within the party the House. In this way her€adymade one. The plightconspiracy to keep India’spe seriously considered.
temple of democracy aswho are merely position will do justice to the people Of our state Meghalaya s credit rating low is not valid. ~ Certainly, it is difficult to
scribed by Mr. Modi, in and status- minded. Theyand to the role that has beef/ncertain; it will continug The fact remains that forforesee the problems the
ndian Parliament aftercannot speak the concepentrusted to him. to be ‘ignored and the country to credibly States would face in the
g unanimously electedand language of the general  On the contrary, if there N€glected. This is mainly improve its ranking it must coming years. In the
ihagler of BJP Parliamentarypublic and they failed to js anything that will make because in the Parliamentwork on fiscal discipline of meantime, even as States
Party. , delve on matters that dearlythe Prime Minister of India We do not have apologisisthe Centre and States.  are vying with each other
M&Minorities here include affected the commonMr. Narendra Modi to and at the State level oir  Meanwhile, the minutestqg attract investment and
all the marginalized groups,citizens who constitute aconsider some developmenfolitical leaders are of Reserve Bank of India'shgost up industrialization,
the rural folks, the major chunk of the electoralfor North Eastern States, itdivided on many grounds (RBI) Monetary Policy the fact remains that there
$ erates, the children, etc.mandate. For instance will be strictly on the basis and are individualistic in Committee (MPC) reveal ajs |itile scope of conditions
e situation is furtherthere may be goodof his Party’s strategy andnature. major concern for € improving in most States.
angered by the absencparliamentarians who maygoal to capture the region. = BJP has a long termundoing of the Central|ndeed, the introduction of
of quality representativesget awards or recognitions,Nevertheless, Pala’s lettermission to sustain andGovernment’s fiscal GST and efforts at revenue
tEner in parliament or statewhereas some of themwill serve as an eye openeretain itself in the politica disciple by State generation is critical to
I%%islatures who  cancontributed nothing to thefor the PM to prioritise dominion and to replace Governments was loanyeyerse the present trend.
QHelferously stir the debateprocess of making law thatdevelopment in BJP’s ruledthe Congress which hgswaivers. Undeniably, State " The Eastern and the
{9, any matters or motionswill also safeguard the states only i.e. Assam anddominated for so many Governments  financesygrth Eastern States are
ught before the Houseinterests of the minority Manipur. The Parliament decades. To achieve thahave turned unfavourableygst yulnerable as their
gat might directly or groups. and other legislative bodiesit is important for the Party in  recent years andgrowih over the last 2-3
indirectly affect the minority ~ Minority voices should are established in ato capture every singleaccording to experts theyears jeaves much to be
nabmmunities in the country.be echoed regularly indemocracy in order tostate to the extent thatover 3 per cent deficit isyagired. While the Eastern
Whereas, in the presenfarliament. Only then will activate a deliberative there is very littleg likely to stay wide in the giate5 have to find ways
Skdle of affairs where BJP issomething _happen. Butprocess of making law andopposition against it, current financial year. ;n4"means to increase their
)@gminating the political when an MP writes to thepolicies. Shillong has When that situation Pertinently the N. K. Singh oo njes -2 which West
ena, there is a generaPrime Minister for any elected a representativehappens, perhagspanel  on Fiscal Bengal has been successful
eption and fear fromspecial consideration whatpelonging to a national democracy too will be Responsibility and Budget, "< e extent --- more
ong the non-Hindudoes it means? This reflectarty with the fervent hopeinterpreted strictly fron] Management' ~ (FRBM) g idies have to be given
aettions that BJP maya situation that an electedthat the representative willtheir philosophy and guidelines might help " - <oy an sisters in the
impose Hindutva' member has exhausted albxert some influence political ideology.| States to make suitabley i Eagt Alternatively if
tbﬁilosophy in the entire strategies and wisdom thathrough his Party and drawTherefore, there is a neg dgh?n%ets n tthelr f'.sf’.cacltourism is promoted in a big
aﬁFmtry. In this situation, should be followed to the ~attention  of the to have representativgst€HCIt 1argeLs, SPECIed,, o iy the jatter region, their
e challenge to suchcommunicate inside theGovernment towards thewho are intellectuall
nY
1021

J 1€G( ( undg(ra;rilg,\GZRBM Agtés ite fevenues might increase to
osition is very weak He?tlijs?f%cl?ofrdg;élo roet?stglltn plight of the region and statecapable to tackle thege  ~o°I08 being seveprelysome extent.
and the disadvantages angriented gnswers. which is lagging behind in strategic moves. The /i s S0 o States, the  One needs to recall and

implementation of plans

wépercussions will be on e e BUtmany areas. But world is becoming more : . _underscore that the fall in
tﬁose regions or states witff#bT"tt'”g Pet'lt_'lgns outside nfortunately, the Congressand more dependent ¢ ngg{gﬁgs of égﬁ{f;gt'gglsmtes’ own tax revenues
UBsser  numbers  ofthe House Is like equalingparty too has fallen from thetechnology and no one can : and lower net transfers

retention charges hav
“been growing. According
'to figures, this amounts to
around 10 per cent of th
9SGDP. Moreover, as al

efrom the Government did

the damage since 2015-16.
For instance, lower oil

eprices reduced the ad

thehimdsel;‘]'to a”d ouéside_r a%dgrace and is itself fighting escape from its purvie
dma eHlm redun antllnstl Sfor survival. Any attempt by Whereas in our situatio
e nouse as elecledy congress member today tour elected

tmhgrg?% eﬁﬁ?}g{g?gféﬂ?; push any agenda will yield representatives are maki

representatives in
parliament. But we shoul
have faith in the constitution
of the country and in the

temple of democracy. And Iy, : no substantial results and inthe people dependent Onghare of the GDP. thevalorem taxes on petrol and
strongly believe that ther'\flelgpl)s(’)tr?sr,iblés fsg?tutc;% this case an Independenthem rather than making centre’s pay cheque todiesel, a huge income item
principle and spirit of development of the entire Member would be better offthe people self-reliant on siates was 6.8 per cent if°" States, affecting

debate within the House isqountry or state. Therefore
still the essence for theany action or inaction by

evenue collections.
On the other hand,
while higher devolution of

because his privileges ofmatters that concern theirog15-16 which was reduced
‘being Independent is stilllives and livelihoods. How g 6.6 per cent this fiscal.
passage of any law orihis Constitutional head isPeétter recognized if onefar can the leaders helpand And the Budget hasWhile /
directives. to me held accountable intakes — seriously  the protect their constituents further brought this down divisible pool (hiked from
But to conclude thatthe House and subjected tglefinition of the Prime materially or monetarily if to 6.4 per cent in 2017-18.32 per cent to 42 per cent)
PBJP’s success is solelyquestions and queries fromMinister about Parliament ornot by the appropriatg This clearly shows that theled to higher revenue
Fbecause of its pro-Hinduany member. By writing the House of system of law and States are left to fend fortransfers from the Centre,
strategy is completely |etters to the Prime Minister representatives. standardized policy of themselves, either bygdrants were also cut
Swrong and inappropriate.like any common citizen, it As it appears, the projects? The system offighting the odds to reducethrough reduced outlay for
the BJP leadership undeonly makes the PMO (Prime Congress leadership will notpatronage democracy hasieficits or having to borrow €ight Centrally-sponsored
dNarendra Modi have doneMinister Office) officials entertain  suggestions,got to end. Only then caneven more from the marketschemes, such as National
gheir homework very well busy in filing letters and views and resolution for Meghalaya move forward! Undoubtedly, the e-Governance Plan,
and know their opponentsdocuments. On one hand i@ny particular section orBut will that ever be situation of the States isBackward Regions Grant
and the people in generals another trick to fool the community because theirallowed to happen? intriguing. Some of them, Fund and Rajiv Gandhi

per annum, Mr T.P.upset social, economi
Raghavan, I0C's Executivemoral, cultural and politica
Director for the easternlife of the Nagas jeopardizin
region told reporters heretheir very existence an
last night. identity. The NSF observe

The present LPG bottlingthat in spite of the Inner Lin
capacity in three plants,Regulation operating in th
located at Duliajan, state, there were non-Nag
Noonmati and Bongaigaon,.engaged in variou

in the North East is 3,900avocations every where i
tonnes per month, accordinghe state.
to Mr Raghavan. The NSF has als

Apart from the Silchar demanded introduction g
plant, IOC also started workphoto identity cards for a

on installing a semi- ponafide voters in the stat
automatic carousel filling (EPS)

unit at the Bongaigaon plant ;

which would increase its Risk _Of ang v
bottling capacity from the viewing

existing 1,150 metrictonesto  Tg|evision  viewers

1,800 tonnes , should open windows afte

Mr Raghavan said thatyjewing to minimize the risk
production and supply ofof breathing in poisonou
LPG from the Bongaigaonfumes given off by TV sets
botting plant disrupteda West German scienti

<

Specia”y the b|gger OneSlPanChayat Sashaktikaran
TOTHEEDITOR

are facing huge debtsAbhiyan (RGPSA).
Is th|S the responsible for such a crimenot seem to help much astrict quality control as i

These include Interestingly, on a net basis,
Maharashtra, Uttar as per a RBI report, State

|
g D should be brought to bookmany  vehicles  areis a matter of people’s liveg. Pradesh, West Bengall an&;otvternm?nts trectﬁlved {es?
» begmnmg Of  immediately. As a member ofconverging at the same placét is generally true thap Andhra Pradesh. D g s O e P
.. the Catholic Church ofand we are still stuck ingeneric named producisAccording to economists,0 b ;;_er CeUtIO their dDIZI
e re||g|OUS North-east India, I, for my traffic jams. are less expensive thgnthese States are facingn the financial year ende
€ . part, strongly condemn Today, traffic jams have their brand equivalents. [t Problems in spite of the arch 2016.
as OpprESSIOn? such an act of desecratiobbecome a way of life for is reported that 90% of the Centre doing its job by " NteVErtheIfss , thet
5 Editor and | hope that more similarShillongites and | am alsodomestic Indian raising the devolution aSs'auaéon,r']S f:ﬁeislglﬂm eaaSI
N The sacrilegious act of V0ices Will come forward to conscious of the fact that itpharmaceutical market suggested by t?]e Flnanc%VVhsl Ltjf? gSt ) rsIS tyf rs.
the Brihanmumbai d0 the same. is challenging for the Traffic deals in branded products.Commission. Others opineWhile the States v;/en tr0m
bMunicinal  Corporation Yours etc., personnel to manage trafficf government implements that  while  welfare a revenue surplus to a
P P Barnes Mawrie SDB especially during schoola rule that doctors mugtexpenditure needs to bgevenue deficit situation,

f(BMC) in demolishing the

. i i i it curtailed, revenues need tgevenue shortfall of the
| cross in West Bandra, has Via emall Eg%rrién-lc—igg:; E,’T;c\),\r,tesve?r?tg:ﬁggn2ep:t?g1t %veine? be raised. general Government fell to
e-come _as a .ShOCk to t.he becomes an .even greétemost ’Cases still ena u Addltlonally, as per RBI 2.8 per cent of GDP in 2015-

ChrIStlan citizens Of thls Of unnecessary Cha”enge for us Commonbuying a bra’nded drug Sﬁgures Maharashtra’s debt16, thankS to bettel’
country. The cross that had ST - people as we are not allowedjeneric medicines havie burden is the highest at Rperformance of the Central
been there for over half a traffic diversions to ignore the NO ENTRY/ low margins. It is rightly| 3:79 lakh crores followed by Government on the revenue

century, a cherished

A Uttar Pradesh at Rs 3.27ront. For example, the
religious symbol of both

lakh crores and WestUDAY scheme might not be
Bengal at Rs 3.08 lakhnegative. “This was an off-
crores. In the latter’s casebalance sheet item earlier,

Fdi;[]or, " fNO RIGHT TURN/NO pointed out that since
e _ | share the concern ofPARKING signboards. But advertisement o
rglﬁrisciigrrllztI(?fnfhearllc?car;i?n Anjan Kumar Das, whowhat is galling is that VIPs prescription medicines are

( LY. pointed to the diversion ofare exempted from all thesaot allowed in  India . ance .
was standing on privateysic exiting from MUDA rules. If only VIPs give up companies or medicdl the ratio of taxes to thewhich is now in the books
sprot|)o|_erty and not even orr: %Parking lot towards Jailtheir unwritten rights over representatives push th ijGross State Domesticof the State Government. If
,bu _:c _ space.f The poad before driving back tothe road rules and insteadproducts through doctors Product should have beenhe power sector picks up,
sacrilegious act of mowing pyjice Bazar. | wish to drawtry and understand thechemists and distributors &round 7 per cent. But isit could be good for the

since July last year owing tohas warned. Tests in th

political disturbances in thenorthern port showed thatd

Kokrajhar District after several hours
NSF Memorandum running television sets a
. other visual displa
to Election screens  emitted
. . fireproofing agent know
Commission as brominated dibenzofur
The Naga Students The gas is allied to th

Federation has urged upomnioxin family of chemical
the Election Commission toand suspected of causi
delete the names of thecancer, city environme
outsiders who have beerflepartment specialist Fri
enrolled as voters after 1963/ahrenholt said yesterda
from the electoral rolls in aHe added there was

bid to protect the Nagacauseé for panic. Th
identity of the political set @mount —of ~ the = ga
up in the state. measured in a room whe

Expressing grave concerrf: .:erl]egmon T.ad ”befe
over the alarming growth ratetsr‘:vr 'ece € da?/rs] %anulglu?oy ﬂ?
of the non-Naga populat|onf0und at a busy roa
vis-a-vis the number of the : ;

. ntersection, sai
voters in Nagaland, the NS'gVehrenhoIt He advise

stated that the abnormal ris%eople to open th
in population and votersyindows after watchin
were due to heavy influx of gjevision for several hour
non-Nagas and alsOegpecially if they wer

foreigners in the guise Ofusing a new|y bought IS
visitors and tourists whofor the first time.

dt down with a JCB is the y,o artention of the Traffic plight of ordinary people ix | iag i actually a little above 5 perState finances — over the
reatest insult to Christianspglice 1o another suchihen some coXs?ruc%veg]ngeﬁlgé,gﬁ,ee?es' MnKEt cent. " Further, there hasong term,” asserted an

fin India. It is a contemplated yiyersion at Rhino junction.steps can be taken to |t must be amended ih PEEN @ decline in Stateeconomist ~ from  a

vicious act of an authority yiepicles approaching themanage traffic better. Butwill the new reaclation that [EVENUES as percentage aknowned bank.

hat is highly polarized Onjunction from Kenches they ever? g GSDP between 2011-12 and However,

t .
every physician should what  is

religion. If the BMC had Tyace and Last Bus Stop are Yours etc - itf) 2015-16. Between 2014-15discomforting is the fact
just respectfully displaced yade to take a complete Jenniefer Dkhar, prescribe drugs with 504"5015.16 revenues ashat the deficit levels for the
the cross to anothergircie from Anjalee Petrol Vi i generic names legibly afdpercentage  of  GSDPGovernment have risen
jocation, that would not piyrs aad rojceed towards ‘aemall preferably in capital letters geclined in states like that too during times when
have hurt the sentiments OgivilpHospi?al Now what Generic and he/she shall ensufegjarat, Karnataka, the householc? savings into
the people. But the fact thatnakes this affair tedious is . there is a rational madhya Pradesh, Keralafinancial assets have been
ot had been when there is a massive ~medicines prescription and use gf Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,falling. Historically, the
tunceremonious!ly affic jam right from Rhino : drugs.  The generi¢ \est Bengal and the Northsavings of the households
zdemolished  is  anjynction all the way to C9iton _._Mmedicines if available Eastern States. have sponsored the
unpardonable crime. | dopjlitary Hospital and , LIS @ welcome decisionacross medical shops will " Hence, it goes withoutborrowings ~ of  the
anot think the Court (if it had Mawlong Hat. Vehicles that Py the Modi government inbe welcomed by one a dsaying that the States ar&overnment.

acted with a true sense Okre not bound for Military bringing in a legal framework all and in one way we cancash  strapped  with  Today, household

justice) would have Hospital or Mawlong Hat Under which doctors will stop ~ ~ multinational develo
germitted such a sacrilegegre also unnecessaril)}‘a"e. to prescribe genericcompanies from looting increasing at the desiredaround 7.5 per cent of GDP
This is a crime not only stranded in that traffic jam. imedicines, —which — areour money in the name df pace. This does not augu(from earlier level of 11 per
against a mi.nority but wonder why these vehicleiheaper than equwalenlbrands. We also need strictwell for the country as cent), thanks to higher
Wamst religion itself. are not allowed to take aoranded drugs, to patientsrules for doctors and balanced development ofinflation --- which in turn

hen the cross which isright turn from the Rhino PM Modi has rightly stated, hospitals charging high the  countryside andled to negative real interest
the ~ most important junction itself. “Doctors write prescriptions rates  and doctors upgrading the living rates (till recently). Now
religious symbol of ° while diversions could in such a way that poorprescribing unnecessaltyconditions of the poor andthat inflation levels are
Christians is desecratechave multiple purposes, aPeople do not understandests, x-rays, MRI scans, the economically weakermuch lower, leading to
publicly, it affects the |east two of them are (a) tdhe handwriting, and theyetc., just so that the sections are an immediatgyositive real interest rates,
sentiments not only of thedjvert vehicles towards ahave to buy medicines fromhospital can increase theirnecessity. if households don’t begin
'people of West Bandra, butparticular destination andprivate stores at highrevenues. Alongside, in spite of all re-investing into financial
of all Christians across the(b) to simply ease trafficprices.” Promoting the efforts at development, theassets like earlier, a glum
tworld. For this reason, congestion. While the firstgeneric drugs industry is poor and impoverishedfiscal situation may occur
whoever  has  beenijs defeated the second doegood but there should be sections are at the receivingygain. - INFA

pment activities notsavings have fallen to

Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit
Ahmedabad -15
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“Unquiet souls. In the dark fermentation
of earth, in the never idle workshop of
nature, in the eternal movement, yea sha
find yourselves again.”

--- Matthew Arnold
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VIP culture is in the mindset

A few days ago when a senior Congressman

asked by a section of the media how he felt abAét

the disbandment of the VVIP culture in the f

of the red beacon atop Government VIP vehicl@gambles it is no be
he smugly stated that the diktat emerged o m
envy. Perhaps the man has turned senile s ihrf;ﬁ’éef own flank. And now state’s reso
answer can be tossed aside as gibberish.| &py@ase the powerful coamercenary group will nowteaching jobs given bydisenfranchisement fromjoins

Congress Party has perfected the ar

sycophancy and its political arrogance know h@
bounds. When Prime Minister Modi said that t{¥GT) by bringing in the resumption
VIP culture has become a mindset problem hebételopment CorporationAnd for good measure,also be given jail term? Notinauguration of this, that

the nail on the head. Today people who are act

public servants (called ministers because they a

to minister, not govern) are so far removed f

the public because of the security paraphernaléi,be pumped in to win the large scale pollution from

that they only know what their sycophants whis
to them. Itis only now that elections are neat

that we see politicians rubbing shoulders witer

ordinary people and coming off their high hors
So yes, the red beacons may have gone but
the sirens been silenced? And what about tl
who fix designations on their vehicles so mucl
that even the number plate has become invis

Democracy and the VIP culture 4
incongruous! If power actually belongs to {

people then why are people kept off from mo‘%{

important exercise of planning their oV
development? Does a bureaucrat know n
about a particular village than the people who
there? Yet democracy in this country is such
people don’t matter. Only their votes matter! O
the voting is over people are treated like men

who can be summoned at will. That such prachi%g%‘i

prevail even in hitherto egalitarian tribal socief
is the failure of the people themselves to deciy
the meaning of democracy. But people cannd
blamed entirely because they have been ke

subsistence level over decades and are |felie

voiceless and powerless. The poorer they ar
more voiceless they become. This powerless
of the citizenry is what keeps the VIP culture a
and democracy gasping for breath!

| LOOKING BACK |

April 11, 1989

Nagaland Govt denies hand
In Massacre

Nagaland Governmentunfortunate incident did not

today denied the arise at all. (UNI)
involvement of its police Swer Defends

force in the recent firing .
Pollution Board

incidents in the disputed
areas of Assam NagalandRecruitment pattern
Meghalaya PHE Ministe

border, as alleged by the
Assam Chief Minister.

The incidents claimed 25Mr S. P. Swer assured t
lives leaving many moreAssembly on Thursday th
injured besides arson of 3ghe State Govt would folloy

Gau Rakshak Dals
Karnataka joins

bandwagon

By Insaf
d ROUND THE STATES
A

ve Holy cow, Karnataka haswhich has strength of 22,048
asprung a shocker! Thevotes in the presidential poll,
JCongress-led Siddaramiahhas given signals that it may
egovernment has defended/ote with the NDA, which
Its law shielding 'Gau is short of 18,000 votes.
,‘gakshaks' to prevent cowThough many say that the
laughter in the State. Thiscontest is a forgone
omes in the form of the conclusion for NDA victory,
dministration urging the the fact is that a prospective

The anxiety of the
Congress Is showing!

silence and wait for out
Meghalaya is paranoid. Government to be vote
Hence every other day out before we even sque
there are unnecessarynet Prime Minister Modi in Meghalaya ever see suchust shows that perhaps
ertions that the PartyDelhi to carp about the bapeople who have served iRl have some veste
eturn to power in 2018. on coal mining and how itthe MPSC and have yieldednterests in remainin
HAgtif anyone is interestedis  affecting their to political pressure or havesilent. The poor and th
in"their forecast! If the businesses. Apparently theiccepted bribes to appointneek of Meghalaya ar
rdongress Party at thePM gave them a hearing bupon-deserving candidates/oiceless. It's the pressu
national level is in a sentthen back saying thepeing arrested? In thegroups, the media and t
tter inshould be doing more forinfamous Education ScamOpposition parties that are;
State where each partghe people of Meghalayathe Education Minister of supposed to articulates;preme Court to dismiss gartner has been rubbed the
ker is trying to cover rather than just sucking thehe time, = Ampareen their deep-seated anxietiesp||_ challenging  the wrong way. Will there be
urces dry. lyngdoh was given a list of their exacerbating povertyconstitutional validity of the more boo-boos? Reducing
that thisnames of aspirants toand their growing law. The southern State nowchances of the Opposition
_ v five others --- making it at least a close
miping lobby the prefer to align with the seyeral MLAs and servingthe system that isRajasthan, Gujarat, contest!
vernment has bent ovelCongress  since  theministers as a ‘sifarish.’ If supposed to serve themMaharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, J&K Money Loot
ckwards to outwit the Congress Government isyhat happened in Assam isAs a media person | sayand Jharkhand - which have  New Delhi will need to
tional Green Tribunalnow  facilitating  the repeated here will those whdmea-culpa.” We are spframed laws to protect thethink out-of-the-box when it
. ~of thishave canvassed for theibusy chasing politiciansGau Rakshak Dals. The apexomes to Kashmir. Already
Minerals extractive mining exercise.undeserving constituentsand reporting about thejfcoUrt had sought repliesshaken by the spike in
from all these States and th&tone-pelting and violent
Centre on why such groupsincidents and beheading of
houldn’t be banned givensoldiers along the LoC, and
at .thes.e allegedly arepos’[ponement of the
creating disharmony amonganantnag byelection, it

communities and casteSnow has a new headache—
While Karnataka was theof bank robberies. North

number of youth who areonly State which replied on i
rom Now there will be cynics falling between the CraCS\Ne)(/jnesday last, it s%ught torBeI\c/)icialiNir\gvhlcr;hehascrigggr
2018 elections. Chiefthe cement companies imnd critics saying that | amevery day and who weemphasise that its law seeksituati 9 the Vall
Pétinister Mukul Sangma is Jaintia Hills. The other daycampaigning for the BJP.blame as ‘drug users ando protect only those cowv\l/:(?n?sndén Iagt Vﬁtﬁy.\,gl
i der pressure sincesomeone posted a picturgrankly speaking, | don't peddlers.” Those whovigilantes who are acting inaqvisor |E:,/ Director and
ney is the prime factoron  Facebook  whichcare which group or party/preach to us about why‘good faith” and doesn’t Raw chief. will need to aid
winning elections in lamented at the smokeparties emerge providedour youth are taking tpoffer any cover to thosethe ryling BJP-PDP
Meghalaya. Al the stacked cement industrythey are not the tried anddrugs should first shinpengaged in violent or criminal government  with more
@simbug and the bleedingthat has all but killed thetested variety and providedthe mirror on themselves activities or working to create gecyrity personnel to guard
heart for the so calledenvironment aroundthey have in their manifestoLiving in Meghalaya disharmony among poth the banks as well as to
I’li@j‘f’i%rir_\g poor who havelLumshnong! But who the clear commitment totoday is a frustrating cOmmunities. Further, the o nier the terrorists. In the
]Qgﬁg hit by the coal ban iscares? unearth all the scams thaexperience for the ordinafyProtection, it said applies hast 72 hours three banks
t of hogwash. His Coming to other morenave deprived many youngcitizen who does not move®nly ~ t0 ~ the — groups haye peen looted in the
) Ggvernment has not comeémportant matters such ageople over the years of thearound with the siren and.€09nized by “competenty,jiey "y militants—in
up_ with alternative the scams galore that havgbs they rightly deserved.the red beacons. authority” provided for shopian,” Kulgam and
hie&lihood strategies plagued Meghalaya for| have come across many A Government that hastnder the Iawhar;]d not tol JUStoylwama districts. Five
targeted at the small friesyears together insuch MCS aspirants whoturned a five-year manda eta”% group w éc. cantc &}!mrﬁolicemen and two guards
I@ho earned their living not appointment of aspirants tqailed to make their gradesinto  a joke by N0t of cowe “Wonder whotherNave been killed. The
r{g)m coal digging, for that the Meghalaya Civil Servicehere but later ended upenunciating a single policyihis  would be any \ncidénts send obvious
done by people fromand Meghalaya Policegetting into the UPSC paper on the critical aredsonsolation to the Congregss'gnals that the Hizbul and
tside Meghalaya, but byService, one has to look agonducted allied services. lof Health, Education} which has been flogging the-ashkar terrorists are short
the ancillary businessesneighbouring Assam wheream sure if those whoPower, Roads, WaterGay Rakshak issue accusing! meney for weapons and
Vthat coal mining and the former Assam Publicwrongfully occupy the seatsSupply and Sanitation arjdthe BJP of encouraging andric!". Underground workers.
transportation provided Service Commissionof power in the Sub-does not know where |tprotecting the cow Vigi|antekhey \;]va_nt the peoprl‘e to
@hEm. The Chief Minister Chairperson, Rakesh Paul igivisions and Blocks of wants to take us in the nexgroups, specially in its ruled: e?p g elfrtrrpogeykat %mﬁ
li@ d his cabinet comprisingarrested in the, “cash fotMeghalaya today are told tofive years is definitely nof States. The fac that the lawj® 527 ° 118 BEAKS, WL
‘Yes Mr Chief Minister,” job,” scam.  Only — a sit for another examinationa Government  thatis very old wouldn't be any | ey s f.” ?. qng 2 (Ie(;
tisast of allies, has made thisGovernment without aand are kept under tightdeserves a second tenyreomfort as the timing of the gwo?ﬁels{zlr?g.ristslsavgggss
desperate bid to win thehistory of dodgy deals canscrutiny, they would not unless we all want to self-admission has clearly gonei® P \he “8TTONSS ded
NnBearts and minds of theafford to unearth theseeven score pass marks. Andestruct and becomewry. Will it take the WIndS It ieS noosee(':yret theat ine$heese.
-5F0p|e of Jaintia Hills. It's scams. Well, the BJPio think that these are theanother Arunacha] out of the Congress sails? . 5. "0 2 support to
Id!8onvenient short cut andGovernment in Assam hadyeople who are entrustecPradesh or Nagalanld Incorrigible Bihart = Soe- &2 Sncreased. Will
ight just pay off unless promised to clean up theyith the governance of ourwhere corruption has,,. Bihar will be Bihar. Chief the Government be able to
ronmental activists like Augean stables before th&tate. The very thought isbecome second nature apffinister Nitish Kumar's talk .= =0 0P = 0 their
iSgjay Laloo get their actelections and has done sg@isgusting! But our everyone remains sile tgf development appears t oney,lterally.
together. In Meghalaya, forin right earnest. Hence thregoliticians have under the weight of theirthee gggisgc;ﬁn?sl?ogok?:fo?g“ MP Takes Lead
binew, the battle is betweenAssam Civil Service officers handpicked the members obwn guilt. the Supreme Court. In its. Madhya Pradesh
urvival of the environmentworking as Circle Officersthe MPSC and the DSCs. And by the way, the P ' pecomes the first State to
t\i}}ﬁc : have been arr D: » € response to the apex courP€C :
h includes all of us or (ADMS) have been arrestedy|| of them are political church types who argon filing up of the massive SWitch to the January
pﬁﬂ% victory of the few coal from Nalbari, Silpathar andhan
ief Minister’s wife is of

The Congress Party in a

By Patricia Mukhim

a desperate bid tosuppose

Meghalaya

MDC) as the lifeline so while there is a hue and cryinless we have a newand the other that we f4il
coal can again beover uranium mining noneyntested government,to see the tears in the e
acted and exported. Itof the proactive NGOs haveyhich is all the more reasonof the poorest; we fail t0
e back to ‘business asa  problem — with the why we should elect a newgive voice to thd

oyaual’ and the revenuedevastating limestone andet of legislators and throwfrustrations of the growing
enerated from sale of coaloal mining activity and theout the present lot!

! t gers-on with a hiStory! busy Smelling problemvacancies in the police force December financial year
owners of which the Halem. The answer scripts  This culture of political that happen iN the Home department state
the three arrestedappointment to posts suchMaharashtra andthat in its action plan it would

one! And this dear readergndividuals were found toas the State Informationelsewhere but don’ttake over two years to fill
cithihe irony! The head ofbe carbon copies of eacltommission, the Statepreach on Sundays abautacant stenographers’ post ni
the state who should beother’s. This thereforewomens Commission, thethe massive corruption ih(July 2019)! Prompting an breaks a 150-year tradition
N&srerned with the healthmeans that someone wastate Security Commissiontheir own backyards alspexasperated CJI to say: ‘Isheé  country  started
i\04 the environment has apaid to write the exams forState ~ Social ~ Welfare have a lot to answer for. Itisthis some kind of joke? Are adopting the April-March
frect interest in coal all three. A senior journalistadvisory Board and the pitiable when the so-calledyou _making fun of financial year since 1867.
mining! Is this not a conflict from Assam says that thejitferent Boards and spiritual leaders begin toUs....Somebody will go to jail The Budget session of the
of interests? three arrested are just the tigorporations actually sucksenjoy the company of thefor this unless it is rectified next financial year for the
We are told by reliable of the iceberg. There coulthig time. It is political high and mighty of thig forthwith...” Bihar has to fill BJF?-ru!ehd S_talge W'”bnOW
sources that some nonbe several such aSpirantﬁatronage at its worst ancearth instead o 34,500 vacancies and as pé\?egm enzg;_én Aﬁce.m. ter or
tribal businessmen fromserving other departmentst certainly is not what challenging them. the plans law and order- 8RHaTY <o @ e
Meghalaya under theover the years who paiddemocracy is meant to be!  Truly we seem like g 90€Sn't seem to be Nitish Sheen ingtructed fo Drepare a
banner of a certain chambeRakesh Paul, NOWThat even the educatedost cause. Pardon )grlorlty- In comparison, prep

Egom this April-March cycle.
n Tuesday last, the Shivraj

Singh Chouhan Cabinet
endorsed the move, which

hours. the employment policy “a
Director General of Police far as practicable”. Th
Nagaland Mr K K Zutski in a Minister was replying to
statement described theall attention motion by M
allegation of Assam ChiefHopingstone Lyngdo
Minister Mr Prafulla Kumar (HSPDP) to a news item
Mahanta as “totally false”. “Ka Dongmusa” whic
Refering to the claim of Mr alleged the State Polluti
Mahanta about recovery ofControl Board had floute
some badges of Nagalandhe state employment poli
armed police badges from the Mr. Lyngdoh questione
place, the DGP said that suchvhether the employme
could be procured from anypolicy of the state govt- 40
market in Guwahati or for Khasis 40% for Garo
Dimapur. 20% fo others was follow
Nagaland Excise Ministerby the Meghalaya Polluti
Mr |. Vikhese Sema, after aControl Board.
visit to the affected border In his brief reply, Mr Swe
area, told reporters heresaid because of financi

today that law and orderconstraints, the Boa
situation in the areas wasmployed some retir
“under control”.  He personnel in technica

emphasized the need foscientific, and accoun

maintaining peace in theposts. Of these the period |of

border. some contracts were ov

The Minister pointed out other were on deputation.
that the operational He said that consolidat
command of CRPF in thesalary had been offered fo
areas was under Inspectonumber of posts, and sin
General of Assam Police ancho tribals were available f
hence the involvement ofthem, non tribals wer
Nagaland Police in theappointed.

> IED . uarterly, half-yearly and
of commerce had recentlylanguishing in jail. Will amongst us choose to sit irlespondency! ggtag(vcgﬁigﬁg_V—}lﬁgtfgr%]gragnnum r)é)ad mé'p ofyworks
TOTHEEDITOR assured the court it would cutdeadlines in view of the
down its constable strengthchange. Chouhan obviously
an unsoldierly act by theretaliatory military action like effort to assess theg n.i Modi, who made a stron
CUlture! Pak army, where the bodiessurgical strike is not just theproblem. Problems are d Q?Vlft?] Iggpoeocéo\;a%gitc'igsegg%lpitch' for the shifting theg
Editor, patrol were mutilated. Suchopt_ions are still wide open.polity. Unrest in Kashmif pe filled by July-end and NITI Aayog’s governing
‘was very prevalent andlnhuman attacks do notindia granted MFN status toreveals the failures of thethereafter it would recruit council meet. However,
dominated our social lives ¢ was a pre-plannedyprising in Kashmir also Democratic Party. Thetill 2020. The other Statesmove to add to his State's
Aminions in front of a VIP or operation of the Pakistanmade India feel internationalkillings reveal the fact thatfacing shortage includesfirst, and pip the Centre,
so-called " VVIPs ." The g rder Action Team (BAT) always been vocal for thddy not with the state’s Telangana 17,504 andthe change next Union
set up an ambush to targehyman rights and the€lected government, butRajasthan 15,731. TheirBudget, officials would be
: ndian soldiers over 250 i i i .~ Slogans are becoming thdater. Guess, they would beHiccups aren’t being ruled
change pan-India si?]c::[neters deep thic practising cross-bordermain instigators  of cautious after Bihar's out.
e territory. But BAT is tactfull id sloganeering has been|a Telangana Aloof A village in Mathura,
from the British era-slave o, = tactfully to put paid to =5 5 0 herished  Telangana may well Uttar Pradesh should make
r{nentality to an equal Pak|stan S Border Action Pak|stan's game p|an p g

has 26,300 vacancies ando be done with fixed
End tO V”:) Krishna Ghati Sector. It isfiring incidents. A befitting and there has been Yradually and increase thewill please Prime Minister
of two of our soldiers in the solution. Diplomatic to the insincere and inepty 375 constable posts wouldinancial year recently at the

The ' Red Light ' culture
happen even during a warpakistan since  1996.ruling Peoples’| 8,000 constables every yeawhile he would like this

1®ften making us feel like
Army while Pakistan's pressure. Islamabad hathe real power in KashmirGujarat ~ with 28,500, which may gradually make

Sdecision by the BJP led
do away with VWVIP culture the patrol party of the resglution of the Kashmiris.With the security forces| plans would be examinedon tenterhooks to deliver.

rﬁhat practlce has evolvedvegetation |ns|de |ndian terl’orism. India must deCideViO|ence even thoug ChaStlsement UP V|”age RIngS Out

Team which carries out history of the world. The upset the combinedwomen  empowerment

society where everyone is : Yours etc. (.- vitv forces do not OPposition’s efforts to put groups see red. Its
at par. The Congress couId;z%sfaidbsoggfgssot%(zrﬁitr"gn; Kamal Baruah, appearyto be following UP @ united Presidentialpanchayat has issued a
hot do this because it wass ool Th t Viaemail (o operatingcandidate. And, none otherbizarre diktat. Any woman
saddled with a Nehruvian- control. They are experts ) procedures. Whenevarthan the Congress, which isfound talking on a cell
fMountbatten attitude of N guerrilla  tactics. Kashm”- on th : iot. th ~in the forefront to get that phone in public is to be fined
: . Terrorists are included in eré 1S a rot, there ar ' ity. i iustificati
%reating the electorate like - . plenty of ways in whic elusive unity, is only to Rs 2000. The justification
subjects. This is an eye-BAT SO that Pakistan can the bolil! the situation can be degiplame. TRS Chief Minister K given by the Muslim-

|disown them when caught.
Pakistan is a habitual
offender and has been !'NI
committing such heinous editorial

handrasekhar Rao isdominated Mandora village
peeved understandably withelders is that this shall
Congress leader Digvijay prevent girls from eloping!
Singh’s statement that theThe thinking has been

dopener that we are all equa
Nin this democratic nation no
matter how high or low we

Editor, with. The country needs @

This refers to yourtough law to curb the
“Atrocities again” Misuse of informatio

Iare. Y tc. acts in Baluchistan too. ~ (ST- May 4, 2017). It is tﬁchnﬁloghy. India always siate police set up fake ISinfluenced by reports in the
Domini SOWS ir? India and Pakistan havedistressing that Kashmir ist thg t Ej atbpeaqe can l‘%vebsites to radicalisemedia where every week
d ominic 5. TanKhar . 1 reed to a ceasefire alongt!ways on the boil. The@GHIEVEd DY SINCETEW pysjim youth. Singh, known there is a report about girls
d Shillong issue of Kashmir is a chronic®ddressing - grievances, pyt his foot in mouth, haseloping with young boys,
the LoC but the latter has d ki f o A
l, - one. and has festered nearl(’d1& Must take Its cue frofmynyittingly even played which in some cases has led
frequently violated the ) ose instances and sol X X " >
S ACt Of ceasefire. Pakistani troopghree quarters of a century, 1c &poilsport for his boss Soniato bloodshed. So, it has been
. routinelv taraet Indian Those familiar  with the Kashmiri challenge Gandhi, who is busy decided that the girls should
r, barbarlsm y 9 once and for all. Countriesreaching out to the RJD, SFuse there mobiles only at

posts, often to give coverKashmir'shistory would be across the world mustand NCP to join hands. Statdhome. Absurd as it sounds.

Editor to militants trying to cross aware that violence inypje 9 fight terror so thatC i
0 ; ) . ) atCongress leaders are todghe panchayat, defends its
d Pakistan Army has onceover. The situation alongJammu  and KaShm!rthe innocent people dfupset with the timing—not decigion saglling that unlike

@again proven to be criminal-the LoC has always beengenerally tends to come inkashmir can live in peacgat this juncture when theirsome other khap panhayats
eninded and barbaric. Theytense. A number of civilian “waves”. One’s imagination and not in pieces. party is trying to unite anti- they have not banned

rcarried out unprovoked and military casualties havefailed to understand that Yours etc.,| BJP forces. However, itmobile phones for women
rocket and mortar firing on occurred on both sides inKashmir has been boiling Vinod C. Dixit | seems the damage haper se. Poor connection
forward posts of LOC in cross-border shelling andwith discontent for years Ahmedabad — 15 already been done. The TRSindeed. --INFA.
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“The need of expansion is as genuine a
instinct in man as the need in a plant for
the light, or the need in man himself for
going upright. The love of liberty is
simply the instinct in man for expansion.’
--- Matthew Arnold
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Presidential Election
PRESIDENT Pranab Mukherjee’s term ends on
25. The race for Raisina Hill is on. The NDA hg

Civil Services

POLITICAL DELICACIES

Time fo

r rededication

By Rahil Nora Chopra

BJP PREPARING PREPARES ROAD MAP
GROUND FOR GOING IT FORBJPTO CHALLENGE

Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi speaking to civil

By S Saraswathi

formed important part of Al ONE IN JAMMU & MAMATA

servants on the Civil
Services Day (21st April), performance from officials,
reminded them that thepromotion of s
sooner the governmentownership,

would change from being arestrictions of hierarchy in

regulator to an enabler, thehe interest of performance A certain standard of
asethics is required of civil
Ngservants in India. Principal
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strong position and whatever shortfall there is
be filled up by the AIADMK. But if the Oppositio
can close its ranks, the NDA may be up again
Congress President Sonia Gandhi is at the for
of the Opposition to arrive at a consensus. Sh
approached leaders of SP, RID, NC, NCP,
CPI, JD(U), and JD(S). She will perhaps rop
TMC, BSP, DMK and RJD. But regional lead
may in the event plump for a non-Congress Presi
But they have till now no candidate they may sup
Representatives of 9 political parties metin New D
to mark the 90th birth anniversary of socialist lez
Madhu Limaye on May Day. There was a gen
feeling that the Presidential election would be a cr
event. The BJP riding to victory, it was felt, wol
be fatalistic.

As for the BJP, the long standing contender t
the First Citizen L.K. Advani now finds himself or
sticky wicket. The Supreme Court has revi
charges against him for criminal involvement in
demolition of the Babri Mosque. His self defer
before the Lieberman Commission did not put
in a favourable light. The BJP may instead pu
Sumita Mahajan or Sushma Swaraj. But that wi
putting the active Swaraj to pasture. Everyon
thinking that the BJP may spring a surprise by pu
up an outsider. In any event Raisina Hill is not
seed of power
April 11, 1989
NE passing through dangerous

phase: CM

Meghalaya Chief  Talking toShillong Times
Minister Mr P.A. Sangmaon Thursday he denie
has slated the North Eashaving received any
was passing through a “verymemorandum from the JWU
dangerous” phase and theegarding the BSF camps
happenings in any part of theviukhla. A delegation of the
region tended to affect theJWU met Mr Lapang at the

entire area. InauguratingState Assembly on Tuesdgy®

Rongali Bihu festival in afternoon after having

Shillong at Stoney land onlaunched a one day protes&

Friday, Mr Sangma calledfast with the support o
upon the people to commitother groups the sam
themselves to solving themorning.
problems of the region. Mr Lapang told this
Greeting theAssamese reporter that the JWU
community of Meghalayadelegation had not brough
and Assam on the occasioralong a memorandum, an
Mr Sangma hoped that thesubmitted a petition only
spirit of Bihu would prevail after he advised them to d
in the region and infuse allso. The Deputy Chie
with a “new spirit of brother- Minister said the there wal
hood, ad cooperation”. no truth in the story that h
Later, the Chief Minister had given the JWU or an
inaugurated a culturalone else any assurances
programme in Labanthis regard. He said thg
organized by the Shillongwhile the Governmen

Central Rongali Bihu would always take a positiv
Cultural Committee. and helpful attitude toward

Pilot dies in MIG the problems of the people
“ultimatums” and

Crash confrontations were

An MIG-21 aircraft on a Untenable.
routine sortie from from the . He confirmed, however
Pathankot airbase crashefat the JWU had no
this morning near Tada Ranfl€livered an ultimatum
Sahai village under 1Ney only gave me 3

Mukerian Police station inPetition”, he said.

Hoshiarpur district. NPC to boycott
Police sources told UNI .
that the pilot, flying Officer Rajya Sabha by-poll

Aggarwal, died in the crash Nagaland People Counc
They said the plane hadNPC) the only oppositior

caught fire before hurtlingparty with a strength of 24

down spreading debris ovein a sixty-member assembl
a two square kilometer areahas decided to boycott th

A course of inquiry hasensuing by-election tg
been ordered, the sourc®ajya Sabha seat from th

added (UNI) state, according to the Par
LapancAsserts working president Mr

) Vamuzo.
Govt will now bow He told UNI here today
that the party had directe
before threat its legislature party to

Meghalaya Deputy Chiefboycott the election slate
Minister D D Lapang hasfor April 27 next in view of
made it clear that the Stateigging  "and  unfair
Govt. would not be cowedpractices" committed by th
down by “ultimatums” and ruling party during the
vonfrontations. recent assembly poll. Th

Mr “Lapang was reactingNCP general conventio
to “rumours” that the Jaintiaheld at Dimapur last
Welfare Union (JWU) had Wednesday inducted M
delievered an ultimatumChuvfuo, Ex-MLA and Mr
calling for the removal of thePohawang Konyak as vice
BSF Camp from Mukhla president of the party M
“within a week”. Vamuzo said.
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importance currently placedof the quality of life — a goal
dn good governance. ltthat can be achieved onl
was also an occasion fokyith integration
[Be government and peopl&nowledge, abilities, and
to [e-orlent the system toethical make u
QiE-changing requirementsyested with
ﬁﬂd priorities. The systemresponsibility for
S to keep evolving sogovernance.” Therefore
it it does not degenerat&onstant trimming of the role
as an irrelevant colonialand responsibility of the
\delic that has outlived its civil service stands on top
utility. ) ] of the agenda in
eraEven in this era  of establishing good
rﬂll‘essio.nal experts andgovernance.
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general capitalism. He considered

: situations andyirtues of bureaucracy. But
%Eglents and retaining theiin course of time, these
ce this age ofsame virtues have led to

his agenda for gooty shvir BJP President Amit Shah

. gomrsrlf}sréce'of officiall  The buzz is that the BJFhas asked the West Bengal

1T without respect of my machinery mostly resultsWill break its alliance with state leadership to prepare
pirit of private will ,you will give me from political- PDP in Jammu & Kashmira roadmap for the 2019 Lok

after the president and vicsSabha elections. West
apresident election is overBengal has 42 seats and if
> According to sourcesdmit the party wins more than 20
nShah told Ram Madhav thaseats in the state, it would

administrative
collaboration and occurs
every level of governancg
The Supreme Court said
a case in 2013 that much

think best”.

among these are : td 0151 Pthey will fight the next be a big boost. Though
: - + the deterioration of the 35sembly election on theiBJP’s vote share in the state

discharge official duty with : y
standards of probity ands\y He directed Ramdecreased from 17.5 percent

responsibility, honesty, tabilit it th (
accountability, and without3°€OUD @8I Wi g 4 Madhav to go and work onin the 2014 Lok Sabha polls
discrimination;  ensureCVll servants was due oy, o0 nd so that BIP cao 10.2 percent in the

management,gﬁggt‘é":‘jl Clg:lltl;'laeln;ﬁd g?actéorm the government onasse_mbly elections. It was
otheir own with their sincerethe first time the party won

| efforts in the state. Recentlyhree seats on its own in the
BJP chief Amit Shah visitedstate. Recently Amit Shah
Jammu & Kashmir and thishad his three days tour of
1indicates the purpose of théVest Bengal, He visited the
gtour which is basically toancestral house of Jan
strategize on ways to helpSangh founder Syama
Yhe BJP win 2019 Lok Sabh&rasad  Mookerjee in
elections, particularly Kolkata’s Bhawanipore area
'finding the right formula to and did a meeting with
capture seats that the partooth-level party workers at
Ylost in 2014. Two years afterRajarhat .and  accused
ythey came to power inMamata Banerjee of not
sJammu & Kashmir, BJP anddoing enough for the people
servants are posted in alRs technologica) PDP are locked into a war off West Bengal, He said, “we
parts of the country. revolution demands andwords both publicly andwill ~ form = the  next
Several studies havefacilitates greate( privately, each blaming thegovernment in the state”. On

pointed out the need todelegation andg
reform the civil service in decentralisation. Public

ndia. We may brush asideperception — of  civil
he Carneige study (2011pervants, however, is not

as  overemphasisingvery favourable a¢ MUfti met Narendra Modi, and
corruption and politicization €xpectations are rising and

: and pol i -ctation Rajnath singh and had asked them to
in the Indian civil service administrative performance =~ - . )
which plague bureaucracydoes not keep pace. Publicinitiate the dialogue process in J&K
all over the world. But, we awareness has also risen .

and to save the alliance. Mehbooba

0

dqoovernments to free th

misuse of official position or bureaucracy from politicg
information; and to serve asstranglehold by
instruments  of good constituting civil serviceg

overnance and fosteoard. ~ The  Benc
social-economic considered that recordin

of instructions  ang
The Indian civil service directions was necessa
has been modelled on thdor fixing responsibility and
system  and €nsuring accountability i
independent India acceptedhe functioning of civil
it as “the steel frame thagservants and upholdin
this Country institutional Integl'lty.
together”. Recruited by a Today, the bureaucrag
centralised authority, civil €nJoysS enormous powe

and personal growth; avoi

The Chief minister of J&K Mehbooba

t kiBve with the

of the Second deficiencies in delivery o
Administrative Commission services. Emboldened &
of India (2005) on unduemedia support, people al
political interference, ready to respond and rea
Inadequate accountabilityto decisions of governin
mechanisms and capacity@uthorities. The Right t
the building. Rajiv Gandhi, Information, and eas
referring to rampantaccess to governme
georruption in administration information are bound t
through several levels iskeep the entire bureaucra

t[gRecialisation. certain serious deficiencies
Prime Minister’s speech|ike “red tape”, lack of
@8 this day contains someitiative and innovation,
thought-provoking advice, disinterestedness, and poo
NUich can help re-orient theservice delivery, and
civil service organisation to corruption.
times. “Make  Civil Service -
| ellence a habit”, he saidgeneric term used
conveyed his faith indesignate servants of th

dhg maxim that, “we have toState or the government : =
change our working style”. employed as civilians — is areported to have confessedvith the top civil servant

t nge is emphasised as gub-division grouped with that only 16 paise out ofon their toes. _
rncipal tool for good the “executive”. All €very rupee reached the At the same time, th
tge\/ernance when the PMemployees of the actual beneficiaries whopositive role of civil
stated: “It is important to government are not civil W&
make ourselves relevant inservants. There are only

re poor. servants in many States
“Modi's assurance on thecarrying on administratio
changing times or else, weapout 60,000 civil servantsC'V” Services Day that hewhen political bosses al
will become irrelevant”. in the country constituting Would stand by them if theyfighting for power and
The administrative 3 rank-based systemtook decisions with honestpositions  cannot b
culture that is being manning a vast intentions and in public belittled.
imposed on the civil servicebureaucracy. At the top isinterest is undoubtedly Wholesale reform o
is “outcome-centric vision the Indian Administrative Needed in the present ageivil service is not easy
of governance”. Hence, theservice (IAS) followed by of widespread corruption inNor is it necessary
PM was not enamoured ofCentral Services. There jshumerous forms. It wasDifficulties highlight a
achievements quoted inalso a police service (|ps)_reiteration of his advice toCatch 22 situation wherei
terms of statistics which heSenior civil servants may peSecretaries of centralthe very things we want t
ddescribed as “jugglery”. called to account by government departmentshange make chang
Five motivational factors parliament. soon after assuming officeimpossible, however
Jare to be cultivated by The guiding principle of in 2014 to get in touch withintense our efforts may b
mpﬁ!itifcal and bureaucraticcivil service remains him directly whenever All we need is a high
chiefs.
» from being a regulator to anQueen Elizabeth | to herand expedite decision-with pragmatic and huma
nabler, ~ effective Secretary over 400 yearsmaking. He stressed theapproach to public issue
qualitative improvement ago that:“you will not be importance of collective —-INFA
k@long with quantitative corrupted by any manner ofaction and team spirit. (The writer is former
jump, push for reform from gift, and that you will be Simplifying and Director, ICSSR, New
epolltlcal angle and fajthful to the State and thatstreamlining proceduresDelhi)

TO THE EDITOR

t the majority community if the "Swachh Survekshan Aj

a The Mother COW  ng Trend of things areaniz amant 500 aiee 4 Aizawl should
Editor, going the way they are,over India were ranked. i I

o0 Apropos to letter by B.P especially under theQuality Council of India Ccl)zrd]?ilorr]ue to grOW'

Goenka (ST April 27, 2017), patronage of the so calleqQcCl) evaluated the cities on  E¢
5| must confess that it wassecular political parties likethe basis of improvement Aizawl FC are the newl
> quite an interesting letterthe Congress and a host gfom last year, cleanlinessc’oWned champions g
) especially when the Gauothers. and other aspects of urbanNdia, but it seems it wi
ifRakshaks (cow vigilantes) | do not want to commentsanitation. Unfortunately, COUNt for nothing. What
{is over active and areon other areas of his letteKhillong's rank this year hasshame as they could

working day and night, but, finally, I, personally, do fallen down to the 276th €legated and play the
| taking the law into their own not think that all Hindus in position. trade in the second divisid
. hands and bashing up andndia subscribe to what B.P"\ve are the best critics ofef Indian Football nex

thrashing anyone andGoenka thinks and also albyr society. When we see>¢2S0N if the projected ne

‘everyone who drives cowshis views expressed in thgnattended garbage or filthy €29U€ is a realityThe
from one place to anotherletter. Many Hindus are gads we most definitelyprOJeCted new league whi
or into the fields on mere broad minded and highlyqon't fail in blaming the
suspicion of being cow civilized and do not detestyyypicipal Corporation but >~
slaughterers. We respecbther faiths and he piggest problem is thatleX'St'ng ISL clubs and threg
[ the religious beliefs of communities just becausgye engd up neglecting our

those who consider andthey eat beef. What doeg g responsibility. We the
treat the cow as motherGoenka say to some Hindu eople usually tend to shru
(Gau Mata) and hence theywho eat beef either in secref s s,ch issues and
do not eat beef becauseor in the open?. Goenkanerefore this has resulted i
according to them beef isshould remember that mosfj,o deteriorating cleanlines
like the mother's flesh. We of the problems in India O quality of the city. We a”Ss
respect that too. It is perfectelsewhere,come from thi :

ISL means that only th

engaluru) will be able t
lay in the top flight of Indial
ootball. After achieving
eicester City like dream th
eason, Aizawl FC will not b

Transformationynchanged as given byrequired to resolve issuesthical standard combined

eague clubs ( Mohun
Bagan, East Bengal and

cannot ignore the findingsand is able to sense thFe
y told Prime Minister Narendra Modi

< that talking to every one is the only

! solution in Kashmir as Atal Bihari

y Vajpayee started the dialogue process
;t and had firm belief that exchange of
- words was the only solution. But Prime

_ Minister Narendra Modi refused

" Mehbooba and had asked her to see
" first that stone pelting and terrorism

€ in Jammu & Kashmir comes to an end.

other for massive mobthe other hand Mamata
violence, rising militancy Banerjee is not taking the
"and the embarrassingly lowBJP lightly. The Chief

“voter turnout in SrinagarMinister is asking people
nLok Sabha bypoll. The Chiefnot to fall prey to “divisive

pminister of J&K Mehbooba politics.” Amit Shah has
eMufti met Narendra Modi, appointed Kailash Vijay
,and Rajnath singh and had/argiya, Rahul Sinha to
e.asked them to initiate thework on the ground so that
dialogue process in J&Kparty can do well in the

f

land to save the alliancepanchayat elections in 2018
NMehbooba told Primeand increase the tally in Lok
SMinister Narendra Modi that Sabha in 2019. According to
talking to every one is thesources, RSS workers are
only solution in Kashmir asworking hard in West
Atal Bihari Vajpayee startedBengal for the last 6 months
the dialogue process ando win in the panchayat
had firm belief that exchangePolls.
of words was the only CONTROVERSY
solution. But Prime Minister OVER EVM MACHINES
Narendra Modi refusedUSED IN STATE POLLS
Mehbooba and had aske@ONTINUES
her to see first that stone Election Commission has
pelting and terrorism input up an EVM machine
Y Jammu & Kashmir comes towith VVPATs .These were
Ifan end .Then only anyused in 40 Assembly
aexchange of words to restorgonstituencies in Goa where
s peace between them wouldongress emerged as a
ige possible. single largest party and in
n MANYEXISTINGAICC Punjab. VVPATs were used
t GENERAL SECRETARIES in 33 assembly
2O BE WEEDED OUT IN constituencies where
RESHUFFLE Congress emerged as a
h |In the wake of thewinner. Political parties
Congress defeat in Uttaraccused BJP of managing
epradesh, Uttarakhand andghe EVM, and also stated
also its failure to form thethat it was operated at a
overnment in Goa anddistance of 150 feet with a
H Manipur and now after it lostremote. In Chandrapur Lok
hbadly in Delhi MCD Sabha constituency, where
y election, overhauling of theChandrapur ~ Mahanagar
sparty has become imminentPalika election was held on
eVice President Rahul GandhApril 19 and the result was
€has hinted that majordeclared on April.21 senior

is a merger of | league ang:

and there is nothing wrongkind of intolerance towards

at all with that. Nobody is other  faiths and mogigvé%eu%fgh&gliﬁw'nbeust?hettljas”t thlng thgt I\{ltl)zﬁr%
interfering with their beliefs communities and forVery few among us take u ootball needs. Footbal

Y or consider those beliefs agneddling with the food

€a taboo. But to considerhabits of others. Why
those who eat beef assr;]ouldhwe dhicta}&e to oﬁhelr
euncivilized and cannibals what they should or shou .

yand hence detest them isiot believe, what to eat’srt]grtpfl;’%?r(le%tUEEWnaﬂgmaens t the moment but clubs fr
carrying it too far. Those how to dress and how top =" - P PO -5 UL Cthis region will not be part
who do so are morebehave? . ug PS lik€the proposed top leag

initiative  to and North East in gener

something about it . Weypg North East of India real
hould all help in changingjs 4 hothed of Indian footb

uncivilized and Yours etc., PENaps sorting out ourrhis region also boasts
dcannibalised than anybody Philip Marweif, 92rbage or minimizing plasticsome of the best football fahs
elsel.In  fact this s Shillong-2 S We should alsojn ndia. How silly it will be

understand the need Ofor Aizawl FC to represe
using of only what is needed|gig as champions and pl
to reduce the excess wastg, Asia in the Asia

: generated . i

||tterbUgS! Through these smaIIﬁg%@?;??ﬁdlgatghu:yb;rtebn

Editor, steps let us hope to makeyen playing in the mai

For the improvement ofimprovements. We need tQeague. Aizawl FC is the fir

) population of others too cleanliness  standarddake this as a collectivechampions from North Ea
have increased, especiallunder Swachh Bharatr@sponsibility , because thaindia, but | am praying a

I of the Muslims. In fact the Abhiyaan, the “Swachhis What will ensure that ourhoping they will not be th
Muslim population has Survekshan” has beerfity becomes a cleaner onetast.

4 detestable !.
Moreover, | have my
doubts that there are 900
L. million Hindus in India and
" they constitute 80 per cent
| of India's population, owing
“to the fact that the

Let's stop being

-increased by leaps andnitiated which can be Y_OUI’S etc., Yours et
bounds in India and within called the most ‘healthy’ Manisha Pala, Manuel Carey Lymb
a short time, they will be competition of all times. in Shillong. Shillong - 8

'¥eshuffle would take place inMinister of Maharashtra.
organisation. TheSudhir  Munguntiwar’s
eneral Secretaries who argominee candidate had won
likely to be shown the doorthe seat.
in AICC are Mukul Wasnik, ~According  to the
I, CP Joshi, Digvijay Singhgrapevine, a meeting was
nd Mohan Prakash. held late night at the
SUSHIL SHINDE MAY residence of Hansraj Ahir
eBE THE NEW AICC (Minister of State for Home)
GENERALSECRETARY  Who admitted off the record
According to Congressthat EVM Machines are
sources, Sushil Kumarmagical and were managed
hinde, Bhupinder Singhby Sudhir Munguntiwar
ooda, Bhanwar Jitendemwho paid the heavy price to
[Bingh will become the newmanage the EVM. Paolitical
fAICC General Secretariesparties accused Sudhir
nAjay Makan resigned fromMunguntiwar  of  his
tPCC Chief post after losingfinancial controversies,
in Delhi MCD Election but including the ownership of
drahul Gandhi had rejectedl7 acre farm house. At
his resignation and toldpresent he is the minister of
Ajay Makan to continue asFinance & Planning in the
a PCC chief of Delhi. state  government  of
AMIT SHAH Maharashtra. (IPA)
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Spreading light for decades

Two renowned schools in the city, Seven Set at Malki and Pine Mount at Barik,
celebrate their golden jubilee and silver jubilee, respectively

A journey to
remember

By Sanchita Paul

It was established in 1967 to

spread the light of education.

Now, after five decades of

service, Seven Set School at

Malki can well be proud of its
achievements.

The school celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary recently.

The founder of the school, K.B Warjri,
started it at Lumbalang with the help of
Shiela Evelyn, who was an experienced
teacher. There were only nine students in
the beginning.

The name ‘Seven Set” symbolised the

support and hard work of the seven mem-
bers of Warjri’s family whose blessings
“helped the school grow”.

The number ‘seven’ also symbolises a
complete number reflecting the school’s
unity and integrity.

As the number of students increased,
it became imperative for the school man-
agement to expand the campus. Hence
the school was shifted to its present loca-
tion in 1974. With the sheer hard work of
the people associated with the school,
classes were upgraded every two years
and the first HSLC batch with seven can-
didates appeared in 1987, where all the
students passed with flying colours.

From then on, the school saw a num-
ber of successes with Manish Gupta se-
curing first position in the boards in
1992, following which there was a suc-
cession of rank holders. The higher sec-
ondary section was introduced in 1998
with Arts. Science and Commerce were
introduced in 2006.

The higher secondary section too saw
brilliant results. The school has hence
been growing and producing brilliant and
successful students since their small be-
ginnings.

The events planned to commemorate
the golden jubilee celebration is a year-
long affair beginning this month and the

concluding ceremony will be held next
May. Students, faculty members and the
administration have all worked hard to
make the celebrations a success.

Seven Set began its celebrations with
the dedication prayer service on May 4.
The inaugural function was held the fol-
lowing day. The occasion was graced by
Roshan Warjri, Minister of Higher and
Technical Education, who congratulated
the school for their successful 50 years.
The programme saw a showcasing of an
array of performances by young talents
displaying vibrant creativity.

An alumni meet was organised on May
6 giving an opportunity to all the students
associated with the school a trip down the
memory lane. The meet reunited many
former students, now spread all over the
country. Teachers too participated in the
ceremony.

The school has organised a host of
events to commemorate the celebrations
by giving an opportunity to all the stu-
dents to display their academic as well as
co-curricular talents. Many inter-school
competitions are to be held.

The school has various academic com-
petitions such as Inter-School Seminar
and Debate Competition. Besides aca-
demic competitions, various other unique
competitions like Inter-School Mural
Competition, Inter-School Choir Compe-
tition and Inter-School Vegetable Anima-
tion Competition, among other things,
are being organised by the school. Vari-
ous other competitions and events too are
on the list.

The year-long festivities will conclude
next year. The fifty years of the school
has brought out well-placed former stu-
dents who are not only successful in their
respective fields but also are good human
beings. The school has marked its 50 suc-
cessful years with the hope that the future
will be brighter.

(Above) The entrance of Seven Set
School; (left) students perform on
the 50th anniversary celebrations;
(top right) Pine Mount HS School
and students discuss lessons

By Sanchita Paul

ine Mount Higher Secondary
P School is all set to celebrate its sil-

ver jubilee with pomp and glory.
The HS section was introduced on June
13, 1992, with only eight students in the
Humanities section and 18 in the Science
section.

Being one of the first ISC schools in
the North East, the school has helped in
introducing a new system of education.
It has recently started the Commerce sec-
tion in 2015 with the first and only stu-
dent appearing the board examinations
this year.

It was the hard work of its first Princi-
pal N.M.B Khonglam and Vice Principal
A. Das that the school has reached its
present glorious stage. The first batch of
ISC appeared in 1994 and the perform-
ance was laudable. Slowly, the school
created a brand name for itself. The class-
rooms for the higher secondary students
were inaugurated in 1994 by S.C Marak,
the then chief minister.

In the last 25 years, the school has seen
various developments. Its principal
Aiomksiar Diengdoh and Vice-Principal
W. Dkhar hope to continue the legacy of
this prestigious school.

To celebrate the 25th anniversary, stu-
dents, faculty members and

Pine Mount School.

The first programme organised by the
school was the marathon on May 6, with
the starting point from Pine Mount
School towards the intersection near Pine
Wood Hotel and back to school.

Various academic activities are also
being organised. An Inter-School Quiz
Competition was organised on May 5,
where all Higher Secondary schools were
invited to participate. Following the Quiz
Competition on May 26, an Inter-School
Debate Competition will be organised by
the school for students from the Higher
Secondary level.

The school is also organising a Science
Exhibition for students of Classes 9, 10,
11 and 12 on August 18.

The school not only promotes aca-
demic learning but also promotes the stu-
dents’ talents in various co-curricular
fields. A Singing Competition in July will
see young talents participating.

An alumni meet in July will bring to-
gether old friends sharing fond memo-
ries.

The eventful year will see a colourful
end with the concluding programme
which will be held in the last week of
September, where students will showcase
their prowess on stage with multi-tal-
ented performances.

the administration  have
planned a series of events that
started this month. The closing
ceremony is in the last week of
September. The celebration
started with the inauguration
on May 2, with Khonglam as
the chief guest. The theme for
the four-month celebrations is
‘Entering the world of uncer-
tainty and facing fears and
doubts’ while the logo of the
silver jubilee celebration sym-
bolises “reaching high and
aiming far into the unknown,
experiencing breakthrough ac-
complishments beyond one’s
imagination” and reflects the
students’ aspirations while in

Opportunities aplenty for graduates

By Ranjan K Baruah

¢ have published about career
options after Class X and XII.
In this edition, we are publish-

ing some options after graduation. We are
aware that selecting a good career has
been a challenge for many but with
proper planning and authentic informa-
tion we can choose the best career option
for us. It’s important to choose our career
from an early age and the best to choose
the professional courses or regular edu-
cation comes after we pass senior sec-
ondary examination. Students who are in
graduation level or recent graduate may
opt for higher studies or professional
courses or may appear in various en-
trance examinations. Some of the en-
trance examinations and career options
after graduation are as follows:

Defence Entrance: Students can ap-
pear Combined Defence Service Exami-
nation after passing graduation. Students
from any stream can appear for the CDS
examination. For Air Force or Navy stu-
dents must have physics and maths in

passing examination. Students from Arts
and Commerce can opt for Army only.
This exam in conducted by Union Public
Service Commission. Even doctors or en-
gineers may also ap-
pear in CDS exam for
joining in defence
forces. Apart from
CDS there are more
ways to join defence
forces after gradua-
tion. Female candi-
dates may also join
defence forces as offi-
cers after graduation.

Civil Service Ex-
amination — Union
Public Service Com-
mission  conducts
civil service examina-
tion for various posts
depending upon va-
cancies. Through
civil service examination aspirants may
join IAS, IFS, IPS, IRS, etc. Apart from
civil service UPSC conducts many other
examinations for filling up vacancies in

Options After
Graduation

various departments of the country.
Meghalaya Public Service Commission
conducts examination for civil servant in
the state.

Para  Military
Forces: Para Mili-
tary Forces (PMF) in
India includes Cen-
tral Reserve Police
Force, Border Secu-
rity Force, Central
Industrial ~ Security
Force, Sashatra
Seema Bal, Assam ri-
fles, Indo Tibetan
Border Police, etc.
The Paramilitary
Forces of India are
these agencies that
help the law enforce-
ment agencies and
the Indian Armed
Forces in their oper-
ations. It has over a million personnel ac-
tive in its service. PMF is regarded as the
world’s second largest paramilitary or-
ganization (second only to the Chinese

People’s Armed Forces) and its head of-
ficers and other senior officers being
members of Indian Police Service (IPS).
Officers entry in the PMF may be
through UPSC or SSC .

Public Sector Units (PSUs)

PSU are a government owned corpo-
rations, state-owned companies, state en-

terprises, publicly-owned corporations or
government business enterprises. Public
Sector Enterprises (like NTPC, ONGC,
IOCL, OIL, etc), an aspirant is required
to have good technical knowledge, apt
general apt and reasoning and a pleasing
personality. PSUs recruit through indi-
vidual entrance Examinations having
technical and non technical questions.
Railway Service: There are different
entries into railways. Those who want to
make a career in Indian railways need to
pass the Civil Services Examination, con-
ducted by UPSC or an allied examination
by the Railways Recruitment Boards
(RRBs). These examinations are held
from time to time to select a wide variety
of personnel. There are gazetted post and
non gazetted post. Mostly the top posts
are selected through UPSC’s Examina-
tion. The minimum eligibility required
for the Group A services is graduation in
any discipline or an equivalent qualifica-
tion as per requirements. Railway Re-
cruitment Boards (RRBs) make
appointments to various services posts.
RRBs also recruit teachers, physical in-

structors, doctors in various departments,
nurses and paramedical personnel
through countrywide written tests.

We shall publish more options and op-
portunities after graduation in our next
edition.

Updates

SBI Fellowships: State Bank of India
(SBI) Youth for India is a 13-month long
programme that enables young minds to
work on rural development projects with
experienced NGOs. Interested young
people (21 years to 32 years) may apply
for the fellowship before 31st May.

Italian Scholarships: Indian students
may apply for Italian Government’s
Scholarship for courses of 3, 6 and 9
months. Priority fields are biology, archi-
tecture, physics, environmental engineer-
ing, and nanotechnologies. Aspirants
may visit the MHRD website for further
details. Last date is 10th May.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor
and he can be reached at 98640 55558
or bkranjan@gmail.com for any career
related queries)




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017

(SEVEN)

Maze of Dystopia

aving been an ardent
reader in my growing up
days, topics like feminism,

corruption and climate change
never failed to catch my attention.
What is pretty strange is the fact
that depression or mental illness
were not things the teenager me
was familiar with. Today I ask my-
self, 'Why?' Were people much
happier back then, or was mental
health just something that was
buried under the carpet?

Honestly, till T had left home at
the age of 18, I didn't know what
it meant to be depressed. To the
teenager me sadness was only mo-
mentary. I could not fathom why
and how children of my age were
depressed and committing suicide
over board exams. But when I look
at it now, this is a very serious
issue. A simple google search on
depression yields 6 million hits.

A couple of months back, I read
about a conversation between my
favorite author Ayn Rand and
Nathaniel Brande. Ayn Rand re-
fused to believe that depression
can be caused by the body.

On being asked how could she
be so sure, considering that she
never studied the subject, Ayn
Rand replied that she knows how
to think. This throws light on an-
other aspect of depression.

Many of us, often tend to deny
the existence of depression. I have
myself been sad, for months to-
gether, a number of times in the
last four years of my college life.
Yet, I wouldn't term it as being in
a phase of depression. Infact, de-
spite having read quite a lot on the
subject, I still have no idea about
what classifies as being in a state
of depression and what does not.

Going by Rand's theory of indi-
vidualism, [ must say that her three
axioms of existence, conscious-
ness and identity hold good in this
regard.

The axiom of existence is
grasped in differentiating some-
thing from nothing, while the law
of'identity is grasped in differenti-
ating one thing from another, i.e.,
one's first awareness of the law of
non-contradiction, another crucial
base for the rest of knowledge. So
when you are sad you know it is
not how things are supposed to be;
that your current state is not the
normal state (or the state of noth-
ing).

With time your state of being
perpetually sad becomes your nor-
mal state. Going further, con-

The axiom of existence is grasped in
differentiating something from nothing,
while the law of identity is grasped in
differentiating one thing from another,
i.e., one's first awareness of the law of
non-contradiction, another crucial
base for the rest of knowledge

sciousness is the faculty of per-
ceiving that which exists. Your
state of perpetual sadness is a real-
ity. When you start perceiving it as
it actually is, you embark on a
journey of consciousness. Slowly
and steadily you start accepting
you start accepting the state of you
being depressed.

Thus you see, your mind does
not create depression, but rather, it
finds a way of discovering the de-
pressed state it is in. Maybe, in the
recent days this discovery is more
widespread and that is why we
hear more of the word 'depression'.

The theme for World Health
Day 2017, celebrated on the 7th of
April, was 'Depression: Lets talk'.
This act of mobilising action on
depression initiated by the largest
global organisation is, I believe, a
welcome step for society at large.

Depression affects people of all
ages, from all walks of life, in all
countries; more so today when the

need for academic excellence and
keeping oneself afloat in the rat
race of scaling the corporate ladder
are the need of the hour.

This May Day, on retrospection
I see that depression impacts peo-
ple's ability to carry out everyday
tasks, with its direct consequence
impacting the workplaces and the
industries. In my most humble
opinion, a better understanding of
depression will help reduce the
stigma associated with the illness
and lead to more people seeking
help.

For let us not forget that depres-
sion can be prevented and treated
only by following WHO's concept
of 'Let's Talk'. So friends, when-
ever you see a depressed soul
around try talking it out with him
or her; for no human soul deserves
to live a dystopic existence.

(Contributed by Shatavisha
Chakravorty)

‘There’s no political
pressure on us’

At a time when the State is witnessing a rise
in crime against women and children, the State
Commission_for Women has come pilloried for
not acting tough, especially in the case of the
high-profile rape and trafficking case involv-
ing a 14-year-old girl. However, its chairper-
son, Theilin Phanbuh, says the Commission
cannot go beyond its boundary but it does fol-
low up cases and pull up officials concerned
to expedite cases. Talking to The Shillong
Times, Phanbuh, who is serving her second
term as the chairperson of the Commission,
says how the Commission is working towards
solving the problem of rising crime against
women by addressing issues at the roots.

‘Why do you think the number of sexual ha-
rassment cases has seen a surge in the
State?
It is true that ours is a matrilineal state but de-
spite that the women here face the same prob-
lems as those in the mainland. Domestic
violence, sexual assault, husband leaving
wife... these are quite common in Meghalaya.
There are several factors behind the recent
spurt in crime against women in the State. You
see for a marriage to be a success you need
trust, love and respect and without these, no
family can have the bonding. However, these
things are lacking among today’s couples. A
broken family affects a child too. Alcoholism,
violence in family finally leads to disintegra-
tion. So the problem is deep-rooted and we at
the Commission try to solve it by preventing a
family to break.

What steps are being taken by the Commis-
sion in the wake of such incidents?

As I said the problem needs to be addressed at
the roots. We get at least 2-3 cases of domestic
violence every day. Also, single mothers come
to us for help. For domestic violence, we refer
the cases to the district protection officer. The
Commission has no power to punish erring
persons but we can definitely summon both
parties and insist on amicable solution. We also
spread awareness, especially among rural
women who do not have any knowledge about
their rights and legal proceedings that they can
take in case of domestic violence or sexual ha-
rassment. We already held our programmes in
five areas and the response was really good.

I think our regular awareness programmes are
bearing fruit as more cases of sexual harass-
ment are reported nowadays. There are cases
of witch-hunt too and we run awareness pro-
grammes on this too.

‘What happened to the medical board that

TALKING
POINT

was proposed by the SCPCR? Is MSCW
pursuing it with the government?

I think the medical board is already there. It
has always been there. I cannot say since when
it was in existence but I know it is there. (The
medical board, as proposed by the SCPCR, is
yet to be formed)

Both the government and police have been
lax in ensuring safety of women and chil-
dren. What do you have to say about that?
We have asked the government to constitute
internal sexual harassment committees and ex-
pedite cases. As I said, we have the power to
summon government officials too, including
police. If we notice any laxity, we summon the
official concerned and ask them to expedite
cases.

In the high profile case of trafficking and
rape of a 14-year-old, a minister’s name has
been directly linked. Why hasn’t the
women’s commission commented on the
need for the minister to step down for fair
inquiry?

You have to know that the Commission has a
boundary and we work within that. Moreover,
we are mostly concerned about women’s cases
and cases involving minors are usually looked
after by SCPCR.

You are holding the post for the second
time. Are you not acting tough because
there is political pressure?

Though we are a part of the government, we
are an independent body and never feel any

pressure either from politicians or other
quarters.

With so many juvenile delinquents involved
in rape cases, don’t you think it is high time
to introduce sex education in schools?
Absolutely. Nowadays children know every-
thing thanks to internet and other forms of
media, so why not speak to them about sex
openly. The more you will try to hide things
from them the more they will learn the wrong
things from other avenues. In this regard we
had once spoken to BSNL if it could stop the
porn sites but I guess that is not possible. So
parents and school authorities should take the
initiative to sensitise their children.

Does MSCW have enough staff to make vis-
its to shelter houses regularly?

We have meager resources. We do face man-
power crisis. But we are hoping that the Gov-
ernment will recruit in this financial year.
However, we do get volunteers who visit shel-
ters for rescued women.

Are quarterly reports sent to the National
Women’s Commission regularly?

No we send annual reports. However, we do
carry out surveys and send reports regularly to
the national body. At present, we are doing a
study on single motherhood, which is a big
problem in the State, and the report will be sent
to Delhi soon.

What are the deficits/hurdles that MSCW
face in its course of duty?

Fund is a perennial problem. Even to hold
awareness programmes, we need money. So
we are planning to increase our budget pro-
posal this year. Also, I feel the Commission
should have cells in different places as it is dif-
ficult for people living in remote areas to come
to Shillong. Despite these problems, we try to
reach out to people as much as we can.

How are you planning to better infrastruc-
ture?

We are planning to set up an internal legal cell
soon. In many cases, poor women cannot af-
ford to go to lawyers. In such cases our legal
cell will help them.

Looking back, do you think you have done
enough?

How much can a person do? Whatever we can
we do and should be happy about it. It gives
me immense joy when I can help an individual
or solve the problem of a family at the verge
of disintegration.

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, May 7, 2017

Mars semi-square Uranus on your solar return chart indicates a mixed year.The
year may begin with conflicting opinions with authority. Foreign transactions
would bring profits. You may struggle to deal with spouse though, as there
could be ego clashes in the initial parts of the year. Some health issues may
frouble you. Situation could further worsen after the mid of the year, especially
on the health front. Luck may not favor much either. Avoid making false

commitments or promises and do not overwork during second half of the month.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

outspoken and can be outrageous or undiplomatic on occasions.
Communications and business associates from overseas bear good
news and offer lucrative opportunities. Express your views and
conditions clearly when it comes to business and financial dealings
to avoid misunderstandings. Yoga and meditation are recommended

to keep stress at bay.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
This period opens up a world of romance and love in personal
relations. A memorable vacation allows you to experience and enjoy

Let’s extend support
to AIDS orphans

Watch your
dog for yeast
infection

(Continued from last week)

overgrowth on the skin,

o,

This phase brings harmonious relations in friendship, love, family
and children. Economy in the home and management of man-
power and finances at work keep you ahead and in control of
situations. You further your business by expanding in related
fields of activity and with good chances of foreign collaborations.
You would have a more materialistic view of life and are more
aftracted to objects and possessions that give you a sense of
comfort and status. Possessing good team spirit you are more
factful and obliging with your co-workers which brings harmony
and also a joyous atmosphere at the work place. You would be
more aware about your diet, health, hygiene, and fitness needs.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

™

The planetary configuration would enable you to make the best
use of your communication skills, talents and creativity. You would
be more accommodating and compassionate in relationships
and spend wonderful time in association of your loved ones and
family members. Friendships, cooperation and synergy are avail-
able. You would also work hard and would get ready to perform
and express yourself and fake charge and carry responsibilities
on your shoulders. Personal projects are on an upswing. You are
in the position to inspire others through what you create. Income
from foreign sources could also figure during this time. Health
needs to be looked at.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

A

Spirituality, trips, and communications are highlighted even as
commercial transactions and business deals could be conducted
effectively as you put your best efforts into it. Your boss or superior
might seek impossible goals and you need to apprise him of the
real situation. Money matters fake priority as some unexpected
expenditures have to be met. You enjoy doing things with others
at work and home, as synergy and cooperation are available to
you. It is best to accept challenges that life offers you and keep
going through ups and downs realizing that this too shall pass.
You would work in association of experienced and profession-
ally and monetarily motivated people and this enhances your
confidence and talent to enhance the business opportunities.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

e

New beginnings are in store, whether this means a fresh start in
existing relationships or new ones altogether. It's a great time to
make improvement in your regular routines. You would study
business offers and professional opportunities in detail before
rejecting or accepting them. You are especially fond of the life of
the home and family. It is right to make important decisions.
Looking within at your truths and believes give you insight and
direction would help. You would participate in current events,
share views and ideas with people around you. This is a time
when you renew your energy and consider what things are
important to you.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

This phase brings favorable results for students, children, spiri-
fuality, creativity and self realization. There are chances of new
associations and beginnings as new opportunities and changes
may come. You are likely fo spend time in different places and

work closely in new associations as you combine good luck and
ood management. You would be able to face truths, deal with
motional choices or difficult situations. A personal meeting will
b

e a sparkling one, leading to romance, love and a long lasting
relationship. Personal relations and business partnerships are
likely to get stressed or limited relationships are likely to fall apart.
You might also spend time in physical activities like sports and
games.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

B

Love, romance and excitement in personal relations are high-
lighted. You are emotional, loving and caring in personal rela-
tionships and family situations. You would be impressive while
handling professional matters. You would please others with
your conversation and would give a new approach to communi-
cations projects, learning, or self-expression. You are frank,

new places, countries, people and different culture. You are gra-
cious with family and children. You are likely to be involved in creative
pass times. Commercial transactions and business deals could be
conducted effectively as you have the quality of wisdom and the
acceptance of the ever changing wonders of life. Emotional attach-
ments and relationships are rewarded with reciprocation. Some
interasting people are drawn to you and invite you to work with them.
Your position of power and authority is maintained despite many

changes all around. Health problems are resolved and your energy
is restored.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
Good results await you as you would initiate a current of forceful
energy to achieve success in an important venture. You are gener-
ous, kind and preserving in family and personal relationships. You
are diligent and pedantic at work and specialize further in your field
of activity. You are on the threshold of a creative and inventive work
that brings you name, fame and exposure. A business partnership is
lucrative and supportive. Good planning and management lead to
progressive and productive ventures. It is time to express your
feelings and ideas and share what you have learned through a
variety of experience in this life. It would be nice to take a short break
before starting on a new project to renew your energy.
Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
Your daily routines and business dealings need to be restructured
for better gains and productivity as professional situations and mat-
ters come to fore. Your hobbies, leisure time, moments spent with
family and children, all come into focus. You have to restructure and
reorganize all the activities at work and analyze the situations at
home. You tend fo be perfectionist while completing business projects
and campaigns. You are ambitious and ready fo achieve profes-
sional goals and targets at any cost. You would maintain balance,
strength and completion in personal and business parinership this
week.
Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
The planetary configuration this week will help promote professional
stability and increase financial returns. A personal involvement has
the qualities of love, balance and freedom that you desire. Leaming
important lessons from life could be the beginning of spiritual growth
and understanding. You are blessed with divine wisdom and in-
spired to take up a professional challenge. Spiritual pursuits and
meditation can be rewarding. You grow and transform as you pass
through a touching emotional experience. Finances and budgets
need to be kept in mind as you complete projects and start new
ventures this week. Physical energy and good health enable you
balance a busy schedule and work commitments.
Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
Mixed results are indicated at this time. A professional collaboration
comes together when you give up all the hopes of it. Creative and
professional plans are set to actualize and it is best to work towards
them persistently. Your business plans have a magical quality of
perfection and completion. Success in business and love in personal
relafionship transforms your life and aftitudes. You have to find out
better creative and progressive options. There is a tendency to be
aggressive. It would be better to participate in social and family
celebrations to lighten up and relax. Give yourself a fitness routine
and healthy diet program as health will be of concern.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
Good results in family and professional aspects are indicated. You
would improve personal and professional relations with patience,
love and care, and avoid discussions, criticism and arguments. You
are more receptive and gentle on a romantic level, and tend to be
sincere and devoted about work commitments. Business expansion
and new professional opportunities are worth considering the week
as you would positively use your talents and efficiency. The desire for
some form of recognition is going to be fulfilled this week. Financial
success is stronger than any other time enhanced now. You would
pay attention to your style, image and lifestyle.

-p<

By Ranjan K Baruah

condition of orphans through writing. We

need to have a big heart and mind to under-
stand and feel the problems faced by orphans.
There are many reasons for a child becoming an
orphan.

Some causes may be natural while others may
not be natural but that does not lessen the ordeal
of orphans.

We have seen how AIDS has affected the
world. Readers might be wondering why I am
talking about AIDS here. Well, whether we are
aware or not, there are many AIDS orphans
around the world.

An AIDS orphan is a child who becomes an
orphan because one or both parents die from
AIDS. In statistics from the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the
World Health Organisation and the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the term is
used for a child whose mother has died due to
AIDS before the child’s 15th birthday, regardless
of whether the father is still alive.

One of the biggest problems is over half of the
HIV+ children worldwide do not have access to
life-saving medication. Unique among interna-
tional days of observance, World AIDS Orphans’
Day (WAOD) is not a United Nations regulated
day of commemoration, which was the brain-
child of Frangois-Xavier Bagnoud’s founder Al-
bina du Boisrouvray.

WAOD was initiated in 2002 to bring attention
to the millions of children affected by AIDS.

Every May 7, FXB organises a grassroots
campaign to bring attention to the plight of chil-

It may not be possible for me to explain the

dren affected by AIDS and advocate on their be-
half.

FXB initiated a worldwide coalition of mayors
who engage their constituencies to respect and
lobby for the rights of the most vulnerable chil-
dren. To date, over 800 mayors and elected offi-
cials from 41 countries have joined this coalition.

WAOD advocates ask their home govern-
ments to direct at least 10 percent of all
HIV/AIDS funding to support orphans and chil-
dren made vulnerable by the pandemic.

There are less studies and information is not
available in many parts about the exact number
of AIDS orphans.

There should be more research and studies to
know the number of such orphans so that some
welfare measures can be taken for them either by
the government or by civil society organisations.

Goal 3 of Sustainable Development Goals is
‘Good Health and Well-being’ to ensure healthy
lives and promote well-being for all at all age.
Significant progress has been made in the field
of combating HIV/AIDS in the last few years.

It is the responsibility of all of us to be aware
of diseases like AIDS and at the same time if we
come across any AIDS orphan then we must ex-
tend our support and assistance.

An inclusive society means every one must be
getting the rights and justice and all required
human facilities.

AIDS orphans need assistance to move ahead
in life. Together we may extend our support for
them so that they can also contribute towards
sustainable future.

(Feedback may be sent to
bkranjan@gmail.com)

If your dog has yeast

disinfect the entire body
with a natural, anti-fungal
shampoo made from tea tree
oil or a herbal blend. This
will help control the amount
of yeast growing on your
pet. After rinsing thor-
oughly, follow with an anti-
fungal astringent rinse — a
bucket of water with a cup
of vinegar or a cup of lemon
juice. You can also use 20
drops of peppermint oil.
Avoid the head. Pour the so-
lution over the dog and rub
it into the coat and skin, fo-
cusing on body parts that
tend to grow yeast —
armpits, feet, groin area and
around the tail. Then towel
dry. Your dog will not only
feel better, but the yeast
won’t replicate as quickly.
For many dogs, yeast
problems are seasonal.
When the temperature and
humidity levels rise each
year, they get yeasty and
stinky.
However, if your dog has
a year-round yeast problem,
get an immune testing done
to measure the im-
munoglobulin levels. Gen-
erally, these levels are low
in a dog with constant yeast
overgrowth. There are im-
munoglobulin injections —
which we normally use for
dogs with early distemper.
You will have to start the
dog on vitamins, iron tonics
and a good diet. If you let
the situation be, because
you are used to the smell,
then this will turn into
something worse and cost
you far more money.
(Concluded)

(To join the animal wel-
fare movement contact
gandhim@nic.in,
www.peopleforanimalsin-
dia.org)
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99 y 9 make way for various rivers and the forest' the family falls ill or gets growing a new twa occasions instructed banksisk capital and the control

saying, however, that if the TMC is afraid of a figitiman  activities and around them. At times it S/cK 0f for community storied root-bridge. The and directed them to takeyf the company which is

. . ticularly in the towns looks like there is no hopePY'POS€S: . community nurseries andsteps about their risinGhen handed over to the new
inan electoral battle, only the BJP looms large ir ﬂ;?ést is being replaced byleft and it is all dark and conlsnerva'[i%%egforts“maejeitggigencf)ljzmxl/g?iety % gggfoé'gb?; bhaadvgegtasﬁe&gr?uyer who recapitalises.
horizon. The state BJP seems to be the only oppaositimgrete jungle. We mustgloomy everywhere as far o e A : : This is the model which
. y. pp have seen with our ownas environment is by the Jaintia Fishing andsaplings in the catchmentincreasing. was followed extensively in
party that means business. The Centre is alWays that ponds and tanksoncerned. We also Oftenggégglntg]eprr](t)teF;;Ot}‘}(-}eclt’il\(/)enr2rgam mlse . glsaob I i ar(l,t Ifeilsgnksr;g\ll\én ‘f"g;o t"’;]"ethe United  States,
; ; ' i g . articularly after the global
ready to add to its muscles. The all-India Sweeﬁpr%f’ur neighbourhoods orconclude that the SyStemMyntdu is now bearing conservation effort which bloating bag of such Ioansﬁnarl]clijm n%/elt-down in92008.

ces that we frequentfailed to produce the 7. k . >t _
the BJP and its spectacular victory in the [UBve gradually dried up. Inrequired results and we dgffUit: That we still have needs to be duly The finance minister hadyne “panks which had

. ’ . fishes in the river is only recognised. made repeated statementg -
. . Jowai a classic case innot see any hope of ; . - ooked large losses on their
Assembly elections makes it understandable th%ﬁlht is the ‘Nan Pakopati’ saving our er)llvironpment, because of the efforts made The immediate need sthat just about 40-50 Iargetrading or for derivatives

; ' - borrowers account for over; ; :
is gearing to have West Bengal under its belt| riront of the Jaintia Hills but there is always a?y- t?-e SOE'-ethy- and o ncourage  MOTP 0% of these loans.nStruments had their capital
. : AUtONOMOUS District silver-lining beyond the aintia Ishing an communltlgs to engage nGovernment had taken wiped out. The government
upset may not be a surprise if the TMC grows tBéuncil office. In spite of dark clouds. In fact our ENVironment Protection conservation and there= = 4hen stepped in and put
p S ; S has declared S series of steps and passeg
. . . council wasting lakhs strength is in the kind of ociety has declared Syntuare several ways that elaws for recovery of these 219 funds into
way of the Samajwadi Party in UP. Lawlessnes 2 i Ksiar as a fish sanctuarycan do this. The firs y recapitalisation (something
upees to beautify it, the COmmunities that we have d fishing i hibited thi hat the diff loans as well. Take the stock;: o
no doubt rife in West Bengal and Mamata is knowend dug by the legendaryand these communities@nd fishing is prohibited thing that the different & "= 0 "0 5 recovery“ke some $800 billion) in
_ : u Ran Niangti is no longer have a workable grass-roo" this part of the river.  government agencies camfu, \nais have been put intsome of these banks, Later
to be soft on Muslim clerics. The BJP may cashtifleq with water but is 9overnance system in__The Dorbar Shnong ofdo is to capacitate the,ace recently, Insolvency S shares were off-loaded
place and have come up>hangpung has declarecommunity. This is the 7 4 Bankruptcy Code!Nto the market and the

on both the Hindu and the law and order factorsinstead overgrown with f, = S0 T80 o0 Coful certain sections of thefirst  step in  thel anacied. Seouritization and?@NkS returned to private

_ _ grass. _ S ver | i i i i 8 . Hon a hi
: ing Conservation  activity fiver in the village as fish partnership. Earlier thg peconstruction of Financial®V€rSNIP-
The hurdle for the BJP is the impregnable charismerivers are getting which could also. be ésanctuary and conserveslepartments were nNotacsets and Enforcement of 1NE same model was

of Mamata Banerjee. She holds as much clo erf;lélf;ehdavingipg'e% WAt model for others. It is alsothe same religiously andforthcoming but now Security Interest Act followed extensively in the

. . . : rue that the communitiesthen there is a story of thegovernment departmentsSARFESI) passed, and thé’Nited Kingdom aiter the

West Bengal as Prime Minister Narendra Mod I%Fegtlgavsr?iiirigzz (t):) tt?(_ftwhere the conservationgﬁrbar 4 Shdnort]r? are not aversg ;] Recovery of Debts to Bankstﬁgiosfﬁlé itr’]"’}[ulé ;2'mée;eg;
i iori i - refforts are reported to be>hnongpdeng an econvergence and theand Financial Institutions . :

the Centre. Be5|d§s, the majgrlty Ofthe electo.ratﬁkléla catchment a:}rea whichy = > Sl are alse place@rotection of the Masiah District Basin| (RDDBFI) has been further | N€S€ banks since then
the state are not interested in the Hindutva iss[f&§S Water to the rivers. ™ e “local durbarpart of the river Umngot. Development Units arg strengthened. have been again privatised

. o . and and stone mining ' _oiled Then the Raid Buam andthe driving force of most  Despite all these, badthrough market offers.
which are so persuasive in the Hindi heartland. T has a drastic affect Or}v;l]grclﬁsingf(%(?ngveer\l,laggﬁdismangshuri and these areof the cogr'wergence thatdebts P have gone Anyway, these are broad

. . . | the water level of the river - : T N ina — both i utlines of the political
state BJP has to get a leader with the kind of imagg,use of silting. This iS_als_,o successful because, _|{>nly few that one can nameis happening in the stat _|ncrea3|tng bot dln absolutegConomics of bad debts in
. . e Of silting is in the blood of the Khasiand that too from the  But the most amounts  an more cent-dav India. S f

that Mamata Banerjee has built up for herself. | happening right in front of 52 " o 5516 They havedistrict of West Jaintia hills important part that the importantly as a proportionbresent-aay india. some o

our eyes and at an i ' is foof the overall advancesthese could be addressed in
been conserving forestonly. These projects havegovernment can play is o a short to medium time scale.

alarming rate. Springs have, 4 \vater for community succeeded because thereecognise these portfolio. These have
LOOKING BACK disappeared and even in,ge and for religious an){jis workable partnership consgrvation efforts angincreased more in the lasS0Me would appear (o be un-

April 11, 1989 places where springs Sti”spiritual purposes from between the communitiesperhaps even reward t dive years than before when;ﬁiolvable even in the long
. .. e exist, the discharge has, i d th t iti if many of the corrective ™' .
1 ges. In fact conservationan e governmentcommunities for thei -

Ri Bhoi jUStIerS to be a gone down drastically asjs’a common practice of theagencies and in this caseachievements by mechanisms have been p‘gr(ﬁﬁ;nfgmgggsutfh t?rsis

te district: CM villages and towns havepeqple in the area and if wethe fisheries department.instituting a kind of Greef ! Place. Then there must b ould provide a kind of
Separa e dISTrICL grown. Springs which |50k carefully it starts with We have stories of aAward and publicising some fundamental economlguﬁer tg banks and bankers

M i i used to be the only sourcgyreserving of seeds andcommunity effort to the event. Again the S2>9ns why these are i i

eghalaya Chief committee set up by the g ' rising. There must be somdn trying to cope up with

Minister Mr Purno Sangma, State Govt for overseein of water in the locality sharing them with our protect the fishes DBDUs are the besgt ; their bad debts. How? The
while conceding the need forvarious OIevelopmentaEl’cannot support humanne|g_hbours, friends andpartlpularly the. Mahseerlln agencies to scout a d}?;:#qrée\:veorkm orthein I?%glbanks and bankers have
the creation of a civil schemes. Moving a privatene‘.edS anymore becausgamilies. the river Umngi and the list develop parameters I0approach why bad debts ar&een reluctant to handle the
administrative unit for the members  motion  Mi SPring-sheds are no longer  There are hundreds ofendless. decide on the individual accumulating instead ofbad debts and resolve these
South East Bhoi area undeikhongwir (HPU) said tha supporting the spring. sacred groves and Our success is notor institution that can be gqyction. really. Any resolution of bad

Ri Bhoi civil sub-division, committees to inspedt NS is according to the community forests limited to river and water nominated as a contender There are at least threglebts inescapably involves
stated that there was enougheyelopmental schemes |rStudy made by the Institutemaintained by the Raid andoodies only. There arefor the state award fromproad reasons why so. Thaive and take. You have to
justification to upgrade Riiha state should functioh®f Natural Resource Eleka in the Khasi Pnarstories of successfultheir respective districts. pad debts are rising as decognise the reality and,
Bhoi into a full-fledged ,ohery " My s || Management under thepart of the state and oneconservation of forest andThis award will go a long consequence of our overalmaybe, accept some haircut.
district. He however, clarified v, 2 yiang (HsPDP-DLJ Integrated Basin can find these forests ofwildlife in the sacred way in empowering the framework of laws and legalThe moment there is a

E)hr?tthqgcrgsoggn\ggug ?ﬁgeggﬁaid that the follow-ug Development and various shapes and sizegroves of raid Chyrmang, awardees as well gsinstitutions and also in thehaircut —or writing off — of

Finance Commission in thisactions should be taken gri-ivelihoods Promotion dotting the entire Tuber, Mokhaialong of inspire others to staftsystem as such. If land lawgortions of the due loans,
regard. The Chief Minister the  reports  of  the program. ~landscape of the state. Buboth East and West Jaintiaconservation projects inare such that a piece of _Ian@yebrOWS are raised.
was replying to a privatecommittee- Mr Hopingstong¢  And as the population keeping sacred groves andills. All these their area. badly required for a projectBankers, apparently, had
member's motion by Mr E K Lyngdoh said that often the cannot be acquired on theplainly told the government
Mawlong (HSPDP) on the depariments were not rea ground, - then  loansas wel as the RBI hat on
need to create a civilwith the data that th .. advanced for a green fieldtheir own they would not do
administrative unit in the committee required in ordgr Ma“gnmg and work for the equally lesser known Aizawlfootball is seen ir Proiectis likely to get sticky. anything of the kind to

South East Bhoi area. Mrto function. The members development and well beingFC scripted history by abundance in this land.NO amount of debt recoveryresolve bad debts and risk
Sangma said that the 9tithe committee were nqt ’[he BJP| of the country. When thebecoming the first North Nine year old Chanda rules and ;laws can help invigilance inquiries in future.

Finance Commission hadtaken seriously by th Editor Prime Minister of India is East club to win the I-Boro from Assam has been €C0OVering amounts already RBI’s institutional

spent on a project in ainterventions in the process
doomed site. There are anpf coming to terms with bad
number of Singurs in thisdebts could provide that

been urged for the necessargfficers of some
recommendations for grantsjepartments, he said. Mr
for the upgradation of G Momin (HPU) said tha
standards ~ of  district \j As were overburdene
administration and thepecayse of being on

establishment and upgrading“any committees Mr K
of new administrative units.Boro (UMPF) called for

Mr Sangma felt that a
solution could be found harder work on the part

o _from BJP with RSS|eague title. It was an '
The Opposition parties g . selected for six years
PPOSINOn PETES hackground, why can theunprecedented achievemerfpotball  training Y a

are trying to align to elect a ; :
'Secmarg’ Presgident. ThefF;(r)?nSIS‘?gtto%Lmdla not bewhere success has NoBundesliga club TS country than are writtenshield to bankers. The new
' always followed the passiorHoffenheim, Germany. Anfl ahout in the newspaperpowers include RBI's

pseudo secular parties Yours etc . r i
have decided to set up their BB Chetyi [OF football and all this now he is the playing and bank money is sunk inauthority to create some

own Cand|date f0r the pOSt Shl"ong' 2 dﬁsﬁlte thdgetaryCaptaln Of the yOung Clu.them. Has any one rea”yoversight Committees to go
¢of President of India after challenges. The rise ofthe forgotten Naga questioned or cared to knowintro bad debts and be

i | - : the term of the present : Aizawl FC will mark a doctor-footballerTalimeren| if the loans raised by theremained involved in the
possibly in the fgrr?\rglgetiéﬂ;;nrr?r%tstég (r)r:g éincumbent is over. BJP Get“ng our milestone in Indian football. Ao (Mohan Bagan, 1948 Tatas for its aborted plant informulation  of  the
establishment of an ; believes in  positive TArit i Equally creditable is theand 1952) led the IndianSingur were being servicedagreement

effective Mr E K Mawlong p prlorltles I'Ight g '

administrative unit below the . ; ;
level of sub-division. He said (HSPDP) said that there wasSecularism and is a secular

that the State Government a80 Well defined terms of party but the “opposition
well as all the members in thaeference, guidelines andtérms BJP a “communal

_ Shillong Lajong FC which foothall team in the 1948 or these are treated as bad This could then give
Editor, o was placed fifth in I-Leaguel ondon Olympic quarter} loans. Maybe, Tatas are bigsome sanctity to the process
When trafficking of standing. Besides, there isinal. Come October, it's and they can carry theof resolution and the

; : " hildren is on the rise, theNorth East United FC, where; t tch FIFA U-17 burden but what of smallerintentions of bankers in

the powers of the committeeparty”. At present the © , ime to watc _ | )
rI—T|]c|)r:stSe ;Egu!'dex?ﬁr?ilzetht%lerare Fr)wt carefully defined M} Central Government andidea of having a database foa number of NE pIaygrsWond Cup in Guwahati. If cOmpanies. accepting haircuts could not
possibility.” C W Marak (HPU)| most states are ruled byFOWsS showcases an extremplayed for cash rich Indianjs one of the six venuds Secondly, what happensse questioned as a later

The motion was suggested that any schem®&JP. Large sections of theexample of misplacedSuper Leagu¢éeams. Assamready for the big even when the bids of banks tostage. Along with these, the

- riority. Since missing, footballers Durga Boro and I recover their loans are stuckunch of anti-corruption
supported by members offor development taken uppeople of this country do b : L 9 , where 24 teams from six. . p
bo{)hpsides o%/the floor, Mr by departr%ent should b ﬁot IDconsider BJP tg bekldnapplng and trafficking of Alen Deory feature in theconfederation g N 1AW courts. An ordinary acts also needs to be

; : o) children has become i DUl s : ; ition for r f i
Khongwir (HPU) mentioned intimated to the concernedcommunal. On the contrarypational embarrassment &pcoming ISL. The Manipuri participated. With no big petition for recovery of achanged. That is, so long as

the difficulty the people in committee members and thehey see the BJP as &jatabase for all the childre Huo Singhs of NEUFC aresponsors for NE players rented property by smallpusiness decisions — like

the aee eprerienCﬁ V\?herMLA- patriotic, nationalist and of our country must berlnatlgn”g V}/tavgs In Indianthe government has OPV(V):r?t?/ yg;vrgeermdc?ﬁentzﬁﬁ?nr%nc:g]dgfgitlr??/\r/}it_hglrﬁ ;?:gn
going to Nongpoh for ; . Y€ football, after impressing in i ) n gc _ m:
various official work. Mr B B disiﬁgsl?ggg Chié?Minithe non-corrupt party. BJP prepared on a war footin P 9 Ncreate infrastructure foremain” unresolved, thenige intentions, the decision-

stef believes in  positive and made easil availablgthe ISL. The winners inthis region. In the mind of ywhat about complicated
t%ggrdliggd an equ(gigég)foMr Purno A Sangma secularism, probity in sych an initiativ)cle can help>antosh Trophy, the topmost Indians, NE is just gcases involving rec%very of?uﬂ(s?igsnejh&?sl?akgsoinigri
a civil administrative unit in (/velcome_d the "spirit behind public life especially in high bring many children back todomestlc chgmplonsmp Mabout rock and roll musit crores of rupees. None ohe commitfed and the best
the motion”, and stressedplaces, justice for all andtheir families. India by Manipur (2002-03) and wild scenic beauty biitthe bank cases for recoveryusiness decisions could

mgmesgﬁgnn? Bhol'_;rr%%o'\ﬂrthe importance of having appeasement for none and Yours etc., and Mizoram (2013-14) hadthere are many hiddenof loans are competed andyso turn sour. But as long
(HSPDP) said that ancooperation of all th¢ Sarva Dharma Sama Bhav ( Sujit De, shown remarkable presencgacets including football assets taken over, exceptings the decisions are taken
administrative unit in the Members of the house for therespect for all religions). A Kolkata of football from the North now which is coming up in a handful. Out of the totalyithout receiving any
South Ri Bhoi area wouldsake of development. Thehandful of corrupt parties East. In sub junior footballa big way. outstanding bad debts ofyersonal  benefits  or
serve to check encroachmeniost serious problems in theare now coming together to North East the North East schools from Yours etc.,| close to Rs6.9 trillion, theresulting in  personal
from Assam. country as well as in thedefame the BJP. Many Nagaland (9), Mizoram (6), Kamal Baruah| number of property seizedenrichment, these should be
Plea for making state was that projects afepatriotic Indians from RSS footbhall makes Assam (5), Manipur (4), Viaemail| and symbolic physical honoured against
consultative committees N°t completed on time. Heare working in BJP. | Meghalaya (2), Arunachal possession taken duringorruption proceedings.
_ said that the DevelopmentRashtriya Swayam Sevak a mark_ Pradesh (1), Tripura (1] Letters to the Editor must have the || 2016-17 was worth Rs 64,519 Thjs |ast step is also an
more effective consultative committees Sangh means Nationalist Editor, played a number of Finals i full name, address and contact crore. In 2016, total amountact of trust. But then, in the
Meghalaya AssemblyWwere envisioned as beingVoluntary Organisation Tpjg year has been arihe Subroto C up|number of the writer, even if they are | | of NPA reduced was only Rsend a bit of trust is essential.
examine the working and 'mobile and involved in hence its members argncredible one for this lessetournament. sent by emall. Only letters Wit the | 37,815 crore. The entire wider world is not

relevance of consultativeinspection jobs." patriotic and nationalistic known region when an The love for the game o requisite details will be published. These facts and figuresy had debt. (IPA Service)
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. Modern life has changed - 3]
Macron in considerably thanks gto By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg a great source dof Since 2014, the BJP hagovernment be it on

technology. The pace of life controversy. Today, been soaring higher anddemonetization or on

FRANCE elected Emmnuel Macron as its Presidemdves is faster. Major human life is an industrial higher in the national Kashmir i , the media
He def d Marine Le P far-right nations ﬁg \rlzess Ihas been achifav BEATING THE RHETORIC life. In this life which'isﬂ poglitical scenario. Todayb;rjlasnorlgIr tlaseLrlr? ase "anti-
e defeated Marine Le Pen, a far-right nationaf{sk,odem times in the field governed by technical\yith their massive victory in nationals.” Even in the

who threatened to take France out of the Euro )g(fggnrzeedi%igr% utgfsdeaa:{caeems obsolete to him. It hagecorded message Witho‘;[r?'lfztrlﬂglsé{t:g productsagzethe assembly election of thesocial media no one is free
. . . . , p ) ltered his very basic naturgaving to undergo the orde nterdependent, where tH biggest State of India, UPto express views which are
Union. Macron has a business friendly vision @ftomation at variousthereby affecting hisof engaging in a urchase of a roducethe Party has soared to theontradictory to the BJP
evels. The discovery of psyche. Patience which is @onversation. All these an P height of its glory. The agenda.
g

European integration. The emphatic victory of tguses by American very important word in anymany other deve|opments¥3mwgsse nge ;(r)]ot;\r:? Indian political colour is  Recently a well known

. iQchemist Wendell Stan'ey lationshi is slowl i i . i i
39 vear old Centrist leader knocked out tR8ce™ . relationship y point towards one simple fac getting more saffron afterBollywood actor mentioned
¥ _ _ 930's and the discoveryanishing =~ from  the- that use of technology incgﬁg{]aonlagyanda(:;gindﬁ?,?every election. Who knowsabout beef eating and the
dominance of France's mainstream parties. It\/.\’/TH mysteries of genetic dictionaries of modern manmodern times has actually; i at has been useful ahdvhen their winning spree will person was immediately
, . : inheritance by EnglishmanThis has thus created given rise to social isolation.tavoured one dav runs oue halted? It is ratherharassed on social media.
bring huge relief to European allies who had bgeH.C.  Crick and the sense of isolation because The past few centuries Y

: : : 3 1] "Sof style next day. This unthinkable that North-eastSo where is the freedom of
worried about a populist upheaval like the referenthie. Loourtad boon mdeople don't have thesaw society being divided inapid’ stride has boughtindia which used to be aexpression? Is this situation

h&lle undoubtedly been theequired patience to builderms of haves and haves .

. . . o . .| higgest scientific ; ; . bout a sense qffortress of the Congressnot the same as living under
N the UK Wthh Went N faVOUFOf Bl’ltaln S deC|S| D Cghgievements in the Iastal-_ﬂlys rglgﬂolgzng)ctapeér&?rgfﬂﬁésma-rnhéz ICr:eSa(E(e:ldet?/ g_l[ﬁggetachment Of-man f-ro Party’ is gradua”y becommgdictatorship or

to quit the European Union. This landmark decisiggtury. Development in rtmgitsechr;qlo?y' increatingpost industrialization moderng %ﬂfohg?#gsng'sss feelln zf,‘egﬂs agz\é?nnt;h:neggionnefraorfg"tgg'gg 'S&? n fact,
; ; ; X ocial isolation. era saw rapid strides i T . _

went along with the victory of Republican Donalhifted the balance of power  Studies in Americantechnology iFr’] every ﬂe|d_"the materialistic things the States of Meghalayapresentation of  the

. . in the world giving rise 10 a sogj - begins to decrease sintevizoram and others, peoplegovernment, one would be
Trump as the President of the United States yfa EOAEY society have reflectedrhis has led to theqp .

nothteerrmajlgrrcgci:frﬁ(re?/teir%gﬁtdiSturzbing trends. Lylzlnemergence of a new class tagid?;c;ﬁ;tchse icshigggbq,\,omd be closely watching compelled to think that the
i i i Smith-Lovin, a Duke djvisi 'skilled' d i i i
advocated a policy of America for America 1%. the last century has beeniversity sociologist WhO'ulxlsSI:i(I)Ire] " hi n;aer] ros :u”rc to associate himself wit

_ _ ) &nv of it. All these are thW0U|d_it be saffron all the government ever in the last
Macron, an investment banker served for two y%ﬁsde\geé%’?ﬁgtrg" the ;'ggjhelped conduct a study omhich is going to becomema)gor harbingers of socidl V2 like in Assam and 60 years of our existence as
u the i

- il . . . contemporary Americarmore prominent in the coming : Manipur, or will the an independent nation. This
as economy minister but he is still Inexperlenced.drd&putmg machines. Thes%ociety said, "There reallytimes. If the division betweenlso-lrzﬁfr% are numero S_Congress be able to retains how the vast population

: - in turn have created anjs |ess of a safety net ohaves and have-nots ha its charm? of sim
: / N ple, uneducated
will be the youngest l?ader of France sine Napo %ﬂﬂronment Wheredtlhe V;qorkClOSe friends andcreated a mere imbalance i%g?nensmtmgm sﬂ?cci)g The phenomenal political pegple in India have been
Bonaparte and promises to transcend outdated &ffone Verhy rapi y’ftl.fuscor!fldants. This can bethe society the differencegacause they are unable|§uccess of the BIP is by n@rainwashed about the
i o increasing the pace of life. attriputed to the Increasingetween the skilled and th ope with the pressure pffiéans a case of chance, luckresent government. But we
right divisions. Although Macron had a sweep rkl)%gﬁghm'%%)(/e and be"tasnlqse of Itqe_ckf]mhology in hudm?]runskilled will however lead (o chnology. This may Of magic. When we go |l know that all that glitters
. . . v ives which has negated theo the total collapse of the i iflsdeeper into their succes ituation i
victory, Le Pen's party, the National Front, fafgebpagated in such aneed for social interaction abystem. There is a dee ﬁ&uendAu?;)%l:vgglrﬁbb:rt |fsstor§>/ into thel somesﬁ éli(;t ig;l(:],othse?tuteurattugg (E

: o : racious manner that we i i ion i R L . :
reasonably well though its anti-immigrants poli¢y-g o forget or 0V€r|00k2a?;r?1|i?yle\s/?rli'kgshuzevgg(laétrﬁg%?visdeerTSE gge'zoé?]t'%grgyouths commit suicide fof convincing strategies whichynder the BJP than

—

what the results would be.BJP government is the best

i i iti its harm. It comes with its didn't know what next to dobei : reasons as feeble as losingccount for their political yesterday  under  the

made it very qnpopular ".1 trade .polltICS.. . own set of problems. One Ofsince the concept Ofgﬁ;/r;%aln;ﬁéefli%alli/ozsl:grl]atte%a (f[?]mpmgr tgame .This ?ascen_t and domination. '”Congres_s. In terms of

Le Pen's high spending anti-globalization athe major harms it has doneyeighbours andman from himself. The tojtd OU & Se0SE @ {*c‘)y gﬁg‘(‘z‘;“systhfe‘z’fs Soie";rhehuman rights and condition

‘France first policies had an adverse impact Bise dosieton. Hikenaneighbourhoods  hadsommon sense of solidarityrhey do not feel attachddrriple M- Power Formula o\ LCCPOPIE We are worse
p p s destruction, hithertoygnished. among these people at th P today than ever before.

people and said that "ratheicheck gate at Byrnihat, influ)
than encouraging influx, itcan be checked. Th
would in fact help in existing check gate will be
checking influx”, besides fyrther strengthened a
being ~a matter of additional check gate will b
"considerable economicset yp.

significance." "The Government o

- - nown. It has also New research indicateseceivi i themselves anymore.hich they effectively  3\vodi Power is the third
financial markets. But her party appealed to m%& Jeceiving end of this SySteMgier getting isolated fro implement in their political deci)sive "M" power of the
@byary large extent. Anotheryery few close confidants .Itwhich makes it a larger threat.. .. i
. . | major defect of technology has dropped from three teao  humanity thgn thega”;”fy’ ﬂl]le enqunpen Triple "M' Power Formula? Narendra Modi is one of the
effectlve agalnst a background Of hlh that it has Createdtwo in the past twenty year$revious division amon an Inally materialistig This is Spe”ed out asmOSt charismatic leaders
. . . isolation in the society. In i i i
unemployment, social tensions and security ConceiRe s ooingand  this is directly haves and have-nots. — Zponated from themselvel L
ploy ) “ihes to come this is goingattributed to technology by Social isolation &, - 1)Money Power which is -~ to h
This creates a deep se S€5 evident in the way the, Oggr&?i r\:V(Iefreh Oh ave a
- . - i ion i ir minds ) t t
o . _ or. sociologist Michael broader terms as the absenq%f isolation in their mind Party is able to manoeuvreoea or i nai e sharisma
' hich leads to panic and = - f Modi, they would still be
majority in next month's parliamentary election. Marx gave tr i ) _ inallv he or she takes kits Political activities. [ ool 50 PM Modi
- ) concept "alienation’ whichcjassic example in thiscontacts, and relationship% Y “Everyone understands the, g 4 i
political movement (Onwards) is only a year old anes central to his theoriesrespect "Social networkingwith family and friends, with 2rastic step. as captured the attention
; L9 0 ; ; hat "one who wields money
in the capitalist economythat we already know. Theyevel and with "society at>€€ that in modern tim s : .~ people all over the world.
Marx claimed that in adent - faglitate new){a,gé-- h & broader loyaiman has actually alienatecPower wields real power.” ASg i "y ominated as Time
LOOKING BACK g who pays the piper calls for
April 11, 1989 worker had a restricted orconnections as it's almosgnvironment. The last par hrough technolog " the tSng.. So IFI)IIJS cloar that/€2"" speaks highly of his
limited role .He or she noimpossible to add someonenvironment' leads to a>c/€Nce and technology : leadership capability. The
|h d . capacities of hands, théhorm of social networkingregards to social isolation Problems of the world. If power which is able to for its political acumen to
ralinea pI'OjeCt . S ! identify a person like Modi
work. This created a sensgonnect to people youattributed to two major5°|Ved humans have toambition and win them
Meghalaya Govt hasill have control. Therefore,©f isolation which was gready know. You may havesources ~ nature  andVOrk: not machines. The) ﬁlecngn afterlialectg)nb Asﬂ'ltto rise above "dynastic
our s . as been alleged by the
head project at Byrnihatof checking influx in order , \Workers alienation from particular social networkingconcept of development id0 SO if they have a sens@pposition parties, thew - lents politics” is the
saying that it was "in theto enable the Meghala %he product he producesssite and you would probablybased on abundance like aiPf Solidarity and a common demonetization was done at b
Meghalaya". In a pressmovement of people in theProduction; from himself; of those 1,000, you wouldconcept of development ha he lesson of history is nOtthe "wings of the O,[hersctrategy which hperhatpskthe
release issued here onajlway station, it will be from the community of his stay in touch with aroundiargely been around scarcitfhat it never repeats itse ff;garties especially the Sp-ONgress ought to taxe a
the misgivings in certainic i - When the worker hasthe rest through statusreatment. Thus this verythat the present can Be, act leavi them aPpeal to the general public
o Is in Meghalaya territory o5 cheq the fourth stage hepdates.” ’ basic difference in nature |e¥plearly perceived and t epoev(\;elflgss ezvrigg a|me0r2tproves the strength of his
either himself or the society.technology might between technology anddlanned for only whe ; he gift of the gab and he is
i ; ; 4oL have claimed that lot of . :
his gives birth to social gemonstrate thatenvironment. In this conflict, those responsible ooy was channelized tc® born orator. Besides being
f social alignation is very networking sites havecreated havoc on theworking of human natureAsSsSean%l delljé::rt]ign t_?ﬁe SlgfgérnpreSSiOH of being a man
rue in today's modern worldhought about a revolutionenvironment .Thus whencan man find the answefs? y :
A E ] ) ; 4 ; ; i~ningredients  of good
The press release, whichveghalaya mechanization and real picture has been trulyeels alienated. This bringgs @ social animal and forWin them more elections " leadership and Modi seems
thehumans to become sociall ; Lo _ithis Si inating "Money for vote" is still a t0 be affluent in these.
of call for public curfew b - , YAmerican company hasdirection to the term socialthis simple fascinatin ; e ; However. all his leadershi
the KSU opn April 20, sai)(/j gg;’:mm:gtt c?ff &Z‘gﬁa}fgymolated to a large extentdeveloped a machine whichsolation. mechanism, it is nof functional tactic in India as ' P

cted the environment tothat the modern man hag however missing this time}p -
poorer sections of society. This was expected heir co workers, theif enterprises. What is thisgp Nobody can deny that
9goods they finally fee .
2 J , follows: India has seen. If the
Macron's immediate challenge will be to secu %abe a major influential all sociologists American nowadays is defined in the
isKarl Marx gave the Karnjanaprakorn gives af social interactions, i
. . . while defining class conflict ; : o Thus in the above wgPOWer of money for itis said ¢ o1y of Indians but of
will take time to implement. 9 sites connect us to peopl@eighbours on an individual y
capitalist economy eachrelationships andincluding ~ with  the himself from the societ the old saying goes "oney;, -, ine's "Man of the
Govt enunclates p|us pomtS Of longer applied total humanyoy don't know. The socialdifferent discussion with Provide no panacea for t ghe BJP has a lot of moneyy ;5 jocarves appreciation
mind and the emotion atstates that you can onlDevelopment  can bethose problems have to besustain their political
to lead the party. Its ability
defended its decision on raileven from the point of vieyxPlained in four stages: over a 1,000 friends on aechnology. Nature'sWill be better equipped to holitics” and give in to
interest of the people of latel’om the  process  of know 99% of them. But, outwater land etc. Technology'S€Nse of their own past.an opportune time to clip off SEC7€t 0f its ~winning
Government to regu ay
Friday' the State Govt a||aye%etter that the railway-he Jellowmen. 25 and keep updated withike expensive medical he lesson is rather, tha SP or Congress in the UFjeaf out of. Mr. Modi's
is no longer attached to ~ Advocates of to the emergence of conflictfuture intelligently penniless. Reliable source olitical prowess. He has
[solation. Marx's definition technology like socialtechnology has successfullpnderstand the basic an orator, he gives the
. ; i of action. These are all
where extreme levels Ofin human interaction but thehature gets destroyed maitP life's Cha”enges_ Ma’]money power Is going to
apparently come in the wakecommunicated  to ’specialization have forcedsymmarized above .Aman altogether differentknowledge and insight gfthe coming days and years;
echnology has alsojeaves voice recorded The friction between technology but a commonmost people are poor and argualities get tainted by his

that the govt was willing to wij|| allow only goods traing affected  the human ! ; close association with the
i i f history achievedooking for such ( | |

hear the views of the publicto come and passengerginki . messages. They say thaechnological developmentsense of his RSS and rightwing Hindu

leaders and representativegains will not bepintrodugeﬂ“nk'ng' It has clouded histhey have replaced the texind the social bonding ofthrough a simple conceptopportunities. All political 9 9

: ; . patience. Today man wantsnessaging system but whahan in particular and thecalled togetherness. - | parties have been doing thdundamentalism. He appears
ﬁﬁattrtfrp?ﬁﬁlheérd'z(ﬁ]lésstﬁheq”' S‘r‘flh ome the %e?ﬂe Jfwork done so fast that thethey have actually masterethfiuence of the former on  (Views expressed bysame but as of today the BJ#O be working at the behest
i v clarified.  Meghalaya demanded for fimere concept of waitingis the art of leaving a voicethe course of social andhe author are personal)| is in a more advantageou®! the RSS. Modi is the
posttion properly clariied. —This we can implement onl position BJP's right hand that
Following is the text of when railway-head is within | ErEmrey 2)Media Power is anothercaresses but the RSS is its
the press release: "Someyeghalava territory. " Thé > . .
peOple seem to haVeStagte )éovernm)é.nt | factor in the BJP succeséeft hand that Stl’!kes. If it
expressed their . iraining. Non-functionin not busy at all as it has very | also appeal to the Chiefsecular candidate asstory. Perhaps the BJpwere not for this shady
p _ committed to maintaining INON-TUNCUONING . o - - : : D ’ Modi d
apprehensions on  thef |ati truct i ) little work to do. The Minister and his cabinetPresident is a welcomeynderstands the potentialityconnection, Modi wou
d Railwav-head tone popuiation STucture ot Ly iman Rights  question is how can thecolleagues to immediately fill step so that the balance |obf the media more than theProbably be hailed as the
proposed Rallway-head 10the State. The Government 9 feai Catify ; - ; -
be located in Byrnihat in will tak il Cs Commission justify its up the vacancies in theauthority and power as peicongress does or else thegreatest PM of India
will take every step possi ! Commission! eX|stebnce and l?ovzl can thd:omm|f55|or) to ensure itsthe Constitution itself \youid not have got abecause he really has the
ide. " - ' gence and explosi | electi HavingUnfortunately the
people from outside. "We allcheck influx, the State Editor, o Government of Meghalaya?expected to carry out itsof nationalism as the writer eneral election. Having e h', H effected
know the location of Government has already Sunday's issue of yours there is work then they duties and not just be arhas mentioned is anmoney power has put thelhr]s itution WI(IjC Ie ek:: e
Byrnihat. Byrnlha'g, started the process foiaper (ST May 7, 2016) ha%eserve to be paid. If therearmchair Commission gverstatement and that t @JP In a position _tO takeNnis rise would also bring
unfortunately, falls both in formulating an innovative Nghtly given the lead storyigjittie work done then the waiting for people to comemajority Indians do nof control of the media bothabout his downfall.
Assam and Meghalaya. Asscheme for issue of Identify®" the non-functioning of sajary also should beto it with complaints of consider the BJP as| Written and audio/visual. Finally ~what really
we travel to Guwahati alongcards, maintain Register pfh€ Meghalaya Humangccording to the quantum ofhuman rights violations. Thecommunal * is a matter ofSince the last generalcounts in politics is the "via
the National Highway, the the people of Meghalaya ,nghts Comission, though york.” And if there is no Commission is expected tiybservation. So does heelection, TV channels andmedia” (the middle way) or
right side of Byrnihat is in regjstration of births, deat |tfhas completed Ione y?a(/\lork, there should be notake suo moto cognizance ofnean to imply that beforenewspapers continue to talkn popular term
Assam and left is in and marriages so that it oai|rts ;:(;)rnsilﬁuetlon.uélliséor:g/ pay. That is the logic and fairhuman rights violations inthe BJP all Indians weread nauseam about the BJPcompromise.” Anyparty
Meghalaya. Therefore, ifeasy to identity people a b lay. 1t was also reportedevery nook and corner ofnon-patriotic or lacked It is evident that most of thethat leans towards extremism

Assam wants to bring theregulate their movement. Inltueisétlon g;z ngdmlﬁfgt'that the Commission hasMeghalaya. nationalism? Then howmedia is pro BJP and(right wing or left wing),
Railway to Byrnihat we this task, the Government, h h conducted awareness _ Yours €tC., come this new-found whatever is being projectedwould ultimately face the
cannot prevent it. What wehas already decided nfortunate  that = theprogrammes. We want to Philip Marweifl, nationalism  suddenly ic. Th the BJP i
i - : - ommission has no officeknow  what sort of Shillong-2 ; ; about them appears alwaysnusic. The way the BJP is
can prevent is the locationassociate the traditionalof its own and till date its qyaren roarammes th 9-< transformed into violence, positive. The media paints aacting now by inclining
of  Railway-head in tribal institutions. | full strength has not beer%o%ﬁiﬁsﬁgnpcgﬂdaucteﬁsande . false implications and cojourful picture of the BJP towards Hindu
Meghalaya. We cannot “Another point to think filled up. It is the Human how many times. For whom India needs @ unwarranted arrest fdrgoyernment thus fundamentalism is a sure
prevent Railway-line andover is that the people gliRights” Commission forwere the awareness EXpressing open opinions ¢4 ptivating the minds andindication that it is heading
Rﬁlllvr\]/ay-hegd mfAssam(,j ok:/er thehcountry and all overMeghalaya yet, it functionsprogrammes conducted and SeCUlar -nggfojgr '.?]Ztt?gﬁae“gtvse “hearts of the citizens.towards an imminent
which may be a few yardsthe north-eastern region arérom Assam and the lastyhat was the total ; . on: - ; _ .
away from Meghalaya .demanding for railways. meeting was held atexpenditure incurred? The PreSIdent! accusing Christians C]:f)llég(t::jsbg/%rrllgsp?czgotr)t?é%glowv\:anfsallesisst?a(éllegtre?naét
Therefore if the fear is influx, Why? Our fellow tribals in Guwahati on May 2 lastpublic want to know. The Editor, conversion, beef ban ar o as to fool the sim Ie'deol)(/) ies be it Nazism
then if we are not able tothe region like Nagas, Mizg,which was presided by theCommission should Apropos to the letter ,"all sorts of ban. Why Ublic. One may sa tﬁatll: 0g! : fj'. I’
prevent the railway-head inArunachalis and Manipuris Chairman and attended byemember that it is veryMaligning the BJP " by B B doesn't the QOVGmme?'phrou h the med¥a th)(/e BJPCaSCISm' ONr ra hlcald
Assam territory? who are equally concernddhe Secretary and anothefuch under the scanner ofhettri (ST May 8, 2017) itban such elements who jithrough ommunism. No one shou
"The difference is that if about maintaining theirmember.  This is the public as it is should be understood thaturn are a nuisance {ds playing to the gallery. underestimate the wisdom of
the railway-head is in population structure are algainacceptable. . constituted for public every political party has itssociety and a phreat to theWhat is more dlstu_r_b!ngthe_ common man. The
Assam, the Government ofdemanding for railway-lineg. It was reported in thepurpose and it is fundedrights to align and elect asecular7 fabric of the however, is the way criticismIndian public will sooner or
Meghalaya will have no It is because the peop|dews that the Commissionfrom the public exchequer.candidate of its own choicecountry? against the BJP is trashedater dump any government
control and if the railway- realize  that  railway has received very fewlt has to show action anddased on various factors. _ Yours etc| away by the media. Any timethat attempts to endanger
head is within the communication is a key tpcomplaints and took uphas to be accountable to thd hat non-BJP parties have  Dominic S.vWankh%\ the opposition raises athe "via media” enshrined in
Meghalaya territory, then weeconomic development.” | Only one. This means it ispublic of Meghalaya. begun to align in selecting a laemaill criticism  against the our Constitutions.
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If you take responsibility for yourself
you will develop a hunger to
accomplish your dreams.

--- Confucius

Chai, samosa, chana,
coffee, bread omelette, fish
cutlet, misti doi, beggars,

worthless, in the case
intelligence; syntheti
seems destined
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HSSLC results; time to introspect

THE result of the Class XII Science and Commég
streams of the Meghalaya Board of School Educ:
(MBOSE) was a shocker in more ways than on
the Science stream, nine out of ten toppers are
one institution only, leaving just one position for
others. Similarly in the Commerce streamthe s
institution cornered seven out of the ten positi
(with the 8th and 9th positions being shared with
other schools). Other missionary run instituti
which used to corner pride of place in thg
examinations have been ousted out. The

Hindi song, platform 5 span or a year or two, walisrupt, traditional ~ Even teachers, ye
announcement, noise andyjj| see cars which drive businesses. Just as it madeénable to impart creativity

| stink, mundane themselves and even carémazon, Aliexpress andWill find their ilk much
Pléhversations and aboveyhich fly. We will own Flipkart, software will reduced. As prices g

will
becom

arrived at Shillong! But

ull or push along. They will business entities, bereft ogducation
Epléase, do not be alarmed" b g y

_ merrily roll behind us, physical assets, becoméncreasingly
f@}h't reached here, on thgynchronised to our cellleaders in their field. Uber,internet based. Two g
twin' rails of creativity and phones. Our alarm clockswith zero investment in taxis,three teachers, now coad
(h@agination, and not thoseyil| run ‘away and hide, tois today the biggest taxithrough VSAT, hundred
aéfb%tend- The ‘Indian Train maje sure we get out of oucompany worldwide just asOf IAS aspirants aroun

9", composed andyeq and a battery poweredhirbnb, sans any hotels ofthe country, and in a sm3

opesformed by the Shillongf|gaple cycle, will fit into its own, is the biggest selleclassroom in a schoo
mber Choirwhich | o1 hag. Being tested are lifeof hotel rooms. even in ‘backward’ Tura,

a
t‘&@ard only recently, bowledsaying buoys, which will be  “If you think adventure is 9iant screen stands in f

D over. It was sheefemotely ~and quickly dangerous, try routine; it is2 teacher. Bleary eye
ag velty, to hear the manygeployed towards folk in lethal.” wrote Paulo Coelho,Students — will  now
inary voices one ignoregjanger of drowning. Forin a different context. One off€gularly and painfully
pass a tt[ja”ﬁ Jourlney, 'g:ose lacking the ability to my favourite quotes, thisfr']’;?e tgnilrm\/\g?g Itct)aV:chaes
0/ i ofEpUIrected, in an eleganmaster diverse languagesstatement  affirmed a ) re leac
percentage O'f 71.87%in Commerce and 76.76 /\%%al interlace of rhythman  “in  ear language psychological truth, which is 9€t laid off by institutions
Science don't reveal much and as usual are takemén  harmony.  Thetranslator”, will enable now turning out to be’theTrrr]]%le?ehC}QSes poot an
i ot o drum was lifted to thecommunication with a something of a prophecy. ' wl
q . . .
thelrstrldg.Arld this is the actual malady 0fthe~t€£‘%r|]!me,_ and yet, retained itherson | speaking in  aRoutine occupations will beWorst affected, unawar
of Education in Meghalaya. distinctiveness anddifferent tongue. If the the hardest hit. Others mad);nngltlt?ggreesséfst?lggliIrr:?or?e
; : irancy. What works for intrepid Elon Musk has hisnot be aware, but old ted'" ;
Over the years, students who fare wellin their GRS Choir ie. aiso theway, you will lead a multi planters will tesify how there il also be hurt as thei
X examination and wish to pursue the Science streamreography, the vividplanetary life, and may evenused to be paniwallas, tsrt:r?sparent taxablo a1
; : ressions and thdijve, on a colony on apankhawallas, dakwallahs '
have tended to shift to schools offering the CBgleasing body anguage ofiiferent planet. Of course, androfiwallas. They are all 155 frustworthy. Wealt
syllabus which is at par across the country. This gites singers. "Although theno matter where you live,gone now. Our friendly cap2/0n€ Will cease to fetc
them a competitive edge when they sit for entra
exams for engineering courses such as the In
Institute of Technology Joint Entrance Exam (IIT JL

\ ge repertoire of the SCGyou shall exist much longer.driver and the personalfl9h returmns; money will n
|
or the All India Engineering Entrance Exam (AIEE

Money bags, in the forn
of venture capitalists, wil
heed to take on high ris
Contrarily, the already much exploited\évétchenftgaa[itngPs to ge

Efficiency and
productivity, being the
name of the game, on

will find sustenance. Quit
likely many of us will be

es the audience, fronThe average worldwide life chauffeur, will soon join the |2N9er
Also those opting for Medicine now have to sit pular music. What ayears. A wit predicts, thattypists or stenographers
I}
. . . th t ted, valube t . Havi dydroponics, agroponics
of them already join online coaching centers flafyay o, ono Pected, valude 1ense. taving seen ayeob g'op
culled off by the rich
hand  finding all jobs, will disappear, in such as chicken and beef, amaining few, like

dVeambai to Washington, expectancy, which waslist of people, whose Service%utomatically. To dd
_mesmerised, this numbethirty one years in 1900, andwe will not require much = .
‘ﬁ me bore, a stamp ofcurrently is seventy nine,longer. Neither will we be egﬁjrer;t\;vzo#mnr?:d r?g;trg
Ereativity, one rarelywill extend in another shaking hands in the futurezour o oroperty but iU
f‘i counters, in everydaydecade or so, to a hundreavith many librarians, clerks, Property but Jus
the National Eligibility and Entrance Test (NEET jurprise too- a train songhe hardest thing to do inThere will nochaprassisor
. . rom a city without trains. It the future would be, to find peons left, to salaam us
Students from Megha_layaWho fa'llto mf_ike itto ﬂi%‘g‘the SCC’s creativity anda chat name, that hasn’fTechnology will make, even
state quota for Medicine and Engineering ha\;@ttﬁgltaglllthy. that hasbeer;] tabk_er;]. rar > aln uch tec
. .o enabled their music, toanother bright spark pointscultivator, pant to play catc
appear for the national entrance examinations BBbme Meghalaya’s mosbut, that when the presentip. Many developments
the CBSE syllabus is designed for these exams. Mamngvative, and perhapswalks into the future, it will such as agricultural robots
OlHded export. somewhat rosy picture, letvertical farming, and roof top
Class IX onwards for optimum performance. It ¢an For centuries creativityus also look, at the otheragriculture are set to
has suffused our musicside of the bitcoin. revolutionise agriculture,
besafelyStated therefore that the best students rﬂg}fﬁing, sculpture, It is estimated that beyond the realm of theeuphemistically
migrated to the CBSE stream, |eaving MBOSE wiiterature and dance. On theeventy to eighty percent ofuneducated peasant. Meatg,g||ateral damage. Th
h h llab h hefioE" Sniiioloadl
the rest. The MBOSE syllabus over the years Wheti€E ntive solutions hasthe next two to three already being “cultivated” in Ropocop, might exist, pa
in Arts, Science or Commerce has left much tp4deo enabled man todecades. They will be wipedlabs on Petri dishes, directyyyman part
overcome his physicalout, by advances in 3Dfrom cells, by scientists andEpicenter, a Swedis

desired. The results of the Science and Comme&a@itions. From being ableprinting, software, not farmers. Sadly, the stoncompany, is alread
streams from schools in Garo Hills suggest that therestart a fire, invent ainformation technology, won't end there. implanting employees wit
h\évéhﬁel' bridge wide rivers,and artificial intelligence. It is not just the tiny microchips and

le

are major lacunae in teaching-learning. The sc the highest mountaindlready of little importance uneducated, or the les§yfing them  intg
aiedmanufacturing ships andn industrialised economies,educated, but evencyphorgs. One thinks onl

authorities need find out what ails Science gl _ ISed ; . .
air shuttles in order to crosgnanufacturing jobs, which professionals, will suffer theihe chamchaswill safely

Commerce education in that region. In the absefg& expiore the oceans angiot off shored to the thirdonslaught of  artificial syrvive, as they have fc

of a State Education Policy, Meghalaya continuester space, we havevorld, will, thanks to 3D intelligence. A doctor, jong, without ever bein
] ) . certainly been printing,  significantly reading outputs from variousproductive.

flounder and its student population is the woi eptionally inspired. Ourshrink. Our off shoring diagnostic machines, is Al this brings me bach

affeCted footprints are on the moondains will also get rever_sed.already more Of.a .teChnICIanto a very human worry

' and our spacecraft haveEmbedded Computingthan a specialist. Themera kya hoga Wil

| _l landed on distant Mars. InDesign”, magazine, predictsintroduction — of  cheap columnists exist in th

LOOKING BACK the last five decades humathat a single worker wearable devices, to monitofiuture? Does ST stand f

April 11, 1989 creativity when applied tomannk:ng a_”3D I|orintter§>huer ?r:grgﬁaegé%alu?:rgfrrsab%rtl%s,immy Tog?a%” ork“Surer

: : technology has changednywhere, will replace ten [ ) Otiqomorrow™? Not knowing

Hostile Andaman tribe makes | e world even more rap%lylgw wage eanloye_I;e%. Surglcalh,emélpment,” \;vﬂle{bor sure, | better hedge

. i inai onsequently there will beensure his obese wallet gefhets, and with som

frlendly gesture :P(;r:sesgp%lggyfzs ;l:)tg;l_ittle left, to “balle balle” slim. “Watson’, the fictional creative juices, water an

about in Ludhiana, or yell sidekick of Sherlock Holmes,stretch that love story
“bhalo “ for in though real now, but neitherpenned, into a
exciting. Yet unlike the roller Bangladesh, or to celebratex doctor nor a human, is buspperaaaahhh. Hopefull
coaster, the option of notn China and with less thanenabling  mere nursessome opera-tively creativ
riding this change isOne tenth of the jobs backdifferentiate various types ofmu_3|C|an will look for &
unavailable. For good or fornothln_g much_ to Trump(et_) cancers. The same Watsonscnpt_. Could even be_
bad. it is here. And like theyabout in America, or make itof IBM lineage, is also certain, M. Neil
v you can run honeygreat again. 3D printers, we'supercharging lawyers withNongkynrih. Creativity|
ei’nay not realise, canartificial intelligence” as a after all, is not a luxury
potentially make almostresult of which, young even for the SCC.

Like a roller coaster ride,

The hostile Jarwas of thethe way by the tea this is both scary and

Anadaman and Nicobarmembers led by Mr S
Islands reciprocated to aAwaradi, Director, Tribal
friendly gesture of an Welfare of the Island.
expedition team by planting The team members wh
seedlings recently. Claimedwent in the expedition t
to be for the first time in thethe South Andamans la
South Andamans, the 27month met the dreadedS&Y J
Jarwas, including womenJarws twice as the incidentut you cannot hide. Her
and children came forwardof their responding to theiS & thin slice, a mere

. , everything- from our lawyers in US are left with  The writer can be
and started planting thefriendly gesture occurreg foretaste of what could beorgans to multi-storied very few openings. Whocontacted at

seedlings of fruit bearingon March 30, official report cOMing our way.
trees when they were showrsaid. Robots will soon be

Weird

buildings. Software alreadysays everything artificial is bakhshi03@rediffmail.comn

drum to send out a welcome

Well done fact, Ming and the keyis a costly affair. Yours etc.,
. persons with him, are not Here | just want to offer a Philip Marwein, M&SsSage  across the .
Shlllong only making the Club humble suggestion. Perhaps Shillong -2 Country- That was perhaps bank|ng
. popular have promoted andk is time that Ming sets up a the only time in the history | t |
Lajong! raised the standard ofull- fledged Football Shill blicl of Meghalaya, that the [€QUIALIONS!
football in Meghalaya, the Academy to fully engage in Iflong publicly State got such a large _
Editor, North East and in India.nurturing and training defamed| audience from across the Edl_tOI’, _
Shillong Times has Definitely, a lot of time, young aspiring footballers ' world to glean about this  This refers to Anjar
appropriately given a leadmoney, mind and energyfrom Meghalaya and the . Lemotetﬁtatg of India. ']:'?r‘:v Roy's article, "More lega
story on the annexation of I-must have gone into this! North East, from age ten and Editor: appy the denizens of théfollow-up actions needed

League Football However, much morebelow. This Academy will "M Modi literally left no E\I,(?Sgﬁ?tnzi\l,lSagrs\}éscgﬂ'fg(ST.’ May 8, 2017). Th
championship by Aizawl needs to be done in order thave expert trainers (at leastion€  unturned = to cee PM Modi's poster outoren Cabinet's decisio
Football Club (FC) inits April raise SLFC to the standaréne or two). The AcademySNCOURgE our State to_beu fiaht at the a?e ts V\E’ellto take the ordinance rou
30the edition. of Real Madrid, Barcelona,will produce well-trained °N€ of the most beaqtlfulinlff[er?ded to gr]em.ind theto tackle the growing
Congratulatory notes wentBayern Munich, footballers and from thishill stations. Unlike outside visitors about the
viral all over the print, Manchester United etc ofpool of players selection will PréVious PMs, he smcerelyprime minister's fondness
electronic and social mediamainland Europe, becausee made to induct full-timeWanted this state to beg %t o S5 4o beauty
The glorious rise of Aizawl We, the lovers of the gameplayers into the Club. Henc nother "Sikkim" in the But all hell has broken Yy 4t .
FC was indeed a surprise foin Meghalaya, are proud ofat least 75 per cent of th ortheast in order to Shillong is now blowing in the wind. How
Indian football lovers, but SLFC and love to see thisspecially selected standingttract & continuous flow 2 oL@ ™ 550750 7 g CaN macro bank defaulte
Aizawl deserved it becauseClub grow in all aspects ofplayers of the SLFC team ca f tourists and ;loanliness index. Thegohabrcr)]ad land stay ther
of the hard work, sacrifice the game. That the Club habe from Meghalaya and theonsequently boost thep fo " \iinister himself WhY should we pay fo
and commitment of the teamblended football playersNorth East to legitimately €¢0NOMy of the state. Onexpressed his  deep ro
and the men and womerfrom all races is a goodresonate the name of Lajong€Veral occasions the PMyoncerns. 1t seems thattphen.a“.Se kl)t'slltCUftorkners f
behind the Club. initiative  to  promote (our own). | understand thafn€ntioned - about \jeghalayans are now very .elrk;lna Mty ? feep 9
As far as football in communal harmony. It givesstarting such an Academy Mawlynnong, more enthusiastic about isrzz?ﬁei(re g?ﬁ;nacionl]g?;
Meghalaya and India area secular character to theneans heavy investment ften perhaps than oursweeping administrative
concerned, | must heartilyClub. | guess, Ming mustbut it is worth it because °cal leaders do. flaws under the carpet. |
congratulate Larsing Minghave —received heavyMing, in any case, is., ‘eS: l0ng before many think the country will soon
Sawyan and his key peoplesponsorships from wellinvesting a lot in hiring SNillongites had awakenedknow ~what kind of
behind the Shillong Lajong Wishers, friends, footballcoaches and players from a

|1;|]r0m their sleep, PM Modi "garbage" is stopping the Pénalties to compensa
Football Club (SLFC) for lovers and above all fromover to keep the Club aliv ad reached Elephant Fallstate from being beautiful for the bad loans of som
taking this Club to the companies, because hiringind kicking. So why not in

problem of non-
performing assets (NPAS
is welcome. However, S|
‘'many questions are no

slap general customers
introducing such

e , .
and the sacred grove ofand vibrant. rich defaulters?

Future - fun and fears
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coolies, hijras, Punjabi/ cleaning our homes, and irhas, and will continue toovertake yours and ming.

Zfigchaos. The train has gyjtcases, which we won’tcontinue to assist creativesmart phones decline,

breed money
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French elections: Can
Emmanuel Macron
unify a politically
fractured France?

By Kanwal Sibal
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Once Emmanuel Macronnext presidential election.
won the first round on April  Since Napoleon at 40
e 23 it was clear that he wouldyears, France has not had
rbe the next Frenchsuch a young head of state
hpresident. Even  if as Macron at 39 years.
5 Republican nominee Donaldwhile politicians in France
dTrump's surprising victory are applauding his election
rin the US presidential as representing vigour,
,election and the Brexit voteimagination and hope in the
ahad induced prudence inpractice of  French
pipredicting with absolute democracy, which is the
dcertainty who would win the right sentiment to express at

French election, it wasthis juncture when relief at
almost inconceivable thatLe Pen's defeat is upper
Marine Le Pen would win. most in their minds, the
s, Already, in Austria and in problems lie ahead.

the Netherlands, the far |f Macron has won as
d Right-wing parties had doneexpected, it does not mean
eless well than expectedthat the expectations from
eelectorally, despite the his victory will necessarily
hincreasing public appeal ofpe met. Macron has to
ytheir agendas. Faced withgovern.

rslow economic growth, = For implementing his
sEurozone pains, doubtsagenda, which is liberal -
cRbout the European Union,open to Europe, strong
hrising anti-globalisation relations with Germany,
hsentiments, the policies ofreform of the economy,
p austerity, social tensions,flexible on immigration and
refugee inflows, Islamic so on - he needs to have a
terrorism and the like, public parliamentary majority. His

usiness, as is becomimgﬁissatisfaction with the movement, En Marche, has

Br

The fact that Jean Luc Melenchon,
the extreme Left candidate who was
in third place in the first round, had
not endorsed Macron's
candidature, as the leaders of the
Republican and Socialist parties had
done, added to uncertainties about
Macron's electoral score. In the
event, Macron has secured 65.5%
of the votes to Marine Le Pen's
34.5%.This has been received with
relief across the political spectrum
as the polls were suggesting a closer
finish, with Le Pen scoring around
40%. If she had reached that figure
it would have had implications for
the parliamentary elections, and,
more importantly, for the next
presidential election.
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present political order is ato transform itself into a
eality even in France. ButPolitical party for the
.the majority there is still parliamentary elections due

dwedded to the values of then June, just a month from
| French Republic - those offow. The rate of abstentions

f secularism, tolerance, anti-nd blank votes in the

yracism, non-discrimination, second round has been the

eprotection of human rights highest since 1969. Many

of all, including immigrants, S& they have voted to fuffil
Letc. their obligation but against

The question was not sotheir heart, such has been
much as to who would win, their dilemma as they
but what would be the favoured neither candidate.
margin of victory. Macron __For the first time in the
became a candidate for theifth Republic, the principal
presidency only in Parties had no candidate in
November without any the presidential election.
party machine, with virtually Both the Republican and
no political experience or aSocialist — parties — will
clear agenda. That he wagndeavour to recover from
president Hollande's their —~ ~ ~ political
economy minister for two Marginalisation in the
years exposed him to attack®residential election by
that he would continue P€rforming well in the

Hollande's failed economic Parliamentary elections.
policies. Macron projected himself as

The fact that Jean Luc@ candidate neither of the

Melenchon, the extreme LeftLeft or the Right and his
candidate who was in thirdSupporters talk of uniting
place in the first round, hadthe divided French political
.not endorsed Macron's¢lass. French politicians
. candidature, as the leader@§cknowledge that the
" of the Republican andcountry is deeply fractured

tnSociaIist parties had donepolitically. Whether the
€ to uncertaintiesur,“fy'”g agenda of Macron

added |
about Macron's electoralWill work is open to

score. In the event, Macronduestion. ,
’)has secured 65.5% of the While Europe will heave
Cvotes to Marine Le Pen'sa sigh of relief that Le Pen
W34 50 .This has beenhas lost and Macron has
received with relief acrossWon, because her victory
3he political spectrum as theWould have ended the
apolls were suggesting aEuropean project, France
[ closer finish, with Le Pen has a huge challenge ahead
scoring around 40%. If sheOf governing itself. .
Dthad reached that figure it India’s relations with
\ would have had impIicationsFrance transcend political
Yfor the parliamentary parties and we would
?elections, and, more therefore wish Macron well
importantly, for the next and find all opportunities to
Dhresidential election. strengthen ties with his
Already Le Pen hasgdovernment. (Courtesy
leannounced the creation of dlindustan Times)
enew party to enlarge her (Kanwal Sibal is former
party's political base with aforeign secretary and
view to becoming the major former ambassador to

i Yours etc.,
heights of popularity not just of coaches and players fronan Academy which will be amgm%gli?gl\/:gytgg Sg{lg SY;IilIJg,es\}gl.i, Sujit De
i i all over and retaining themrj ? , - ’
in India but abroad too. In g rich reserve for SLFC” There he artfully beat the Shillong-2 Kolkata

opposition to Macron and France.  The  views
to positioning herself for the €xpressed are personal)
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“Clouds come floating into my life, no
longer to carry rain or usher storm, but t
add color to my sunset sky.”

--- John Wooden
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Shared sovereignty

SHILLONG, THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2017

NAGALAND has been harassed by 37 yearg 8f

conflict between the state and the Nationalist Soc|
Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM). It has be
followed by 20 years of on and off negotiatic
between the Centre and the NSCN-IM fac
hurdles over two issues, demand for Gre
Nagaland (Nagalim) which means addition of sc
territories from Assam, Arunachal Pradesh
Manipur to Nagaland along with a demand
sovereignty; going to the extent of having a sepa
Constitution. The NSCN-IM under Isak Swu g
Th Muivah has finally settled for 'co-existen
together with shared sovereignty'. It is a n
experiment that federal India with strong unit
features will embark on when such a peace agree
is signed. The NSCN-IM spokesperson has
that the political talks are progressing smoothly.
framework agreement will ensure peacs
coexistence between the Nagas and the Centrg
shared sovereignty which will bring in peace a
bright future for the Naga tribes. In August 201
framework agreement was signed between
NSCN-IM and the Centre in the presence of P
Minister Narendra Modi. The exact meanin
shared sovereignty has not been spelt out yet.
it mean that Nagas will get a separate Constitu
flag, parliament and judiciary? The Centre hal
course long recognized the unique identity of
Naga people.

The other sticking point is the Naga demand
Nagalim. It means Manipur, Assam and Arunac
Pradesh will have to cede part of their territor
Nagaland. It has created great opposition in all t
states though they are now all under the NDA.
meeting between the Nagaland and Manipur (
seem to show the emergence of a new relation
They have stressed the need for peace as the
development. Will it bring about rapprochem
between the two states on the Nagalim issue?

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989
What about the ropeways?

~ The Railway project goods into the interior area
linking Meghalaya with the covered by the ropeway.

country’s vast railway must have been a powerf
network is back on the rails.|obby indeed which could

It was abandoned a feWSuccessfu”y see th
years ago in the wake ofropeway scheme slidin
strong public opinion into oblivion to the grea
mounted at the time and isglee of the road transpo
reported to have beengperators. A revival o

revived with the State jnterest in such a smooth

government giving greenand safe means of goo
signal to the extension oftransport is now
railway traction from New additionally ~warranted
Guwahati farther into pecause of the Siju Ceme
Meghalaya. The original project also getting back lif
project has, however, beenyith the recent World Ban
vastly modified, the mostinterest on it. The Cherrd
important of the reappraisalBaridua Siju ropeway
being that the Meghalayatriangle can be an effectiv
length would now be ajd to the revived railhea
restricted to only about aproject, however truncate
kilometer upto Baridua, jt may have turned out t
instead of Byrnihat aspe in the latest decre
originally planned. As such, pronounced of rit.

it is more a token extension Mawlai CongreSS(l)

rather than a meaningful
one is some vital details. block formed
A block unit of the

Aadhaar Controversy

Why do we need it?

By Poonam | Kaushish

= o+
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Two Rapes.Two Verdicts
D
W .t | | t.
[l J By Dr.S.Saraswathi
ghearing a petition whether the In India, Voter Identity
This adage rang true as the on their own vis-a-vis the . .
Supreme Court last week safety, there is Currentlyvoluntary ~or mandatory.introduced during the 1990s.
y After Section 139AA was Under the Citizenship Act
ntence for four convictstwo and five times durin "
A the brutal Nirbhaya case2015. g él?ig(\a/\(/jorig?]tgﬁgw 'il;filSe"TeOirfeiexual assaug which mandates citizens tavere instituted and are now
arassment and 0nlyink Aadhaar with their PAN being promoted under the
paramedical student wascan be gauged from Capitatire. If there's spilt sugar, as rape. Those who moles h " A
. X . ) > ' . umber). Hence, quoting the Non-compulsory identit
eﬁbng I’aped on a moving bu®elhi which accounts for ants will gra\”tate towardsa woman would be bOOKEdAadhaa).r num(l:I)er g iscards are IF:] Llsey in ma?]/y
Ihi. Said the three-judgeof rape cases. An increasgeast! And then to cap it all, the modesty of a womanreturns _despi ; : .
; . iy | It all, pite it beingUSA, Switzerland, Italy,
nch: "It created a tsunamfrom 706 in 2012 to 2199 in samajwadi's Mulayam, 'boysor “intruding upon hef voluntary under the AadhaaSweden, Mexico, Finland,
altﬁbial trust, falling in the conviction rate has dropped Alas, in an era whenpunishment is a year|sby the Apex Court. Countries without any
rﬁ rest of rare’ categorydramatically. In 2012, the political image is brandedimprisonment, or a fine, grImportantly, this section is toidentity cards system include
alty.” Indeed, the wheelconviction, falling to 35.69% netas whose only recourse \What next? We need toweeded out of the systemZealand, Denmark, Norway
foircle. last year a mere 29.37%. Allmouthing empty rhetoric, education of children to With gas and petrol supplycompulsory National 1D
Paradoxically, justice did this, despite many reformscompletely disregarding themake certain they will @d many social welfareCards were issued during the
identical Bilkis Bano casetrack courts to handle rapecollectively miserably failed |earning process needs [tglistribution system, life security  purposes and
H(ge 2002 whereby the cases. One explanation fokime and again in making Ouremphagiz% gender equalfpfnsurance, mobile phonewithdrawn in 1952 as its
ang raped during theLike China, India has afor women. BY mindset. A qirl's dr imeand actual position ofcreated tensions between the
dhra riots and 14 family massive sex ratio imbalancestrengthening policing |aV)\//SanddSEtlacg sshdoﬁ?;" tn(?Aadhaar Card is vitally police and public. But again
- i : €clarificati ' Cards Act by Tony Blair's
uding her three-year oldthe sex ratio in the 0-6 agayould deter men to thinkneed to chanae  odre 2 hcation. Pertinently, the
rapghter. The Bombaygroup has risen from 102.4housand times before theyapproach 9 Attorney-General told theLabour Government as a
A - Another ight to make itthe wake of the 7/11 attack.
Sﬁlld Imprlsonment but 1961 to 108.9 in 2011. |nwoman. C|ear|y’ im Society option: radical feminism t every rig . . .
Tiefused CBI's appeal ofModi's Guijarat, the ratio is heavily loaded | pron- mandatory. Given, ever since However, in 2010 the Act
e ; ) ; ._men, several women who Also, sexually harassedbeen facing tough politicalConservative-Liberal-
Raising a moot point:  Sociologists call this face sexual abuse at workyomen must speak up Asind non_po?iticmgopgosition_Democrat coalition
e we really angry aboutBare Branches phenomeno
2 Weithimount and impunity ofwherein boys are culturallyfyrther harassment and ofaware and come out In"multi-purpose identity card" Strong opposition raised over
xual violence or do wepreferred —over  girls getting unwanted attention.support thereby takingwas first considered by thesubstantial intrusion into civil
5bﬁcau_se of random publidncreasing female feticide.fearing they will be dubbedcontinue to suffer im successor UPA took it furtherScheme which allows private
attention? Should theAdd to this, one getsgose charactered' at best osilence, they only and launched the UniqueeOmpanies to issue proof of
.depend on the vagaries otourts. Disgustingly therewhich way the damage iscontinue their crimel (UIDAI) in 2009 on a grand primarily to the young for
IBeblic outcry? And should are very few rapists who aregone. Alongside, the righ' scale which faced lot ofPurchase of age- restricted
t | . ,
@ifcj)lence have equal claimscredence to the adagejn increasingly unsafe for women to work in a safe duestioned its standing whertlongside, the office of the
gustice? "Justice delayed (oftenenvirons wherein they areand  secure  work the Government wanted tddentity Commissioner was
i : : S schemes. ~ Also, few countries are
IENE national narrative denied. sissuing bio-metric cards like

The Supreme Court ismarried women.
You reap what you sow.
backdrop that women arAadhaar Card should beCards and PAN Cards were
confirmed the deathsexual harassment betweethings do happen". Really? ; P
\nd bp y?no special law againstaggeq to the Income Tax AcR003, National Identity Cards
aligerein a 23-year-old How bad the situation isthere's gasoline, there will bevaginal penetration counfS(permanent AccountNational Population Register.
16 December 2012 inover 17% of the total numbelit." Disgusting, to say the for "insulting or outraging mandatory for filing tax western countries including
17 /06 in 2012 _ |
of  shock...devastated2016! Yet ironically the will be boys". Sic. privacy”. The maximum Act and repeatedly confirmedFrance, and Iceland.
rranting the deathpolice secured a 49.25%ke detergents, trust ourpoth. ensure fake PAN cards aréJK, Canada, Australia, New
of justice had turned a fullin 2013, 34.5% in 2014 andto women's safety isensure systematicAlready, Aadhaar is linkedand Philippines. In UK,
ArGe fully prevail in the post Nirbhaya and six fast-fact that they have respect women. ourschemes like pension, publiSecond World War for
cgegnant 19-year old wasthis is the skewed sex ratiocities and environment safeand eradicate the sick ma Ie;onnection, etc. As the legatontinuance in peacetime
af&elmbers murderedAccording to the census,and tightening rules whichdetermine her safety. different this needsreintroduced under the ID
(¢
. ; to  sexu . ism initiative i
High Court sentenced 11 tomales per 100 females incommit a rape or molest aharassment. Court the Government hactounter-terrorism Initiative in
_ n favour of make a social impact. its i ' as repealed by the
th penalty for three. 112 boys to 100 girls. H its introduction, Aadhaar hasi P y
ful
Xr Ytay quiet in order to avoidijt will make more peopl Rememberthe idea of a Government in response to
(ie . ove ( SUDST
'@gblaud a judgmentconsequently it gives rise toOr are hesitant to speak oukollective action. If they NDA Government in 2003, itsliberties. Replaced by a Pass
thecome of a rape casenothing or little from the gstracized at worst. Eitherencourage  men  toldentity Authority of India a9€ cards to UK residents
all victims of sexual convicted thereby giving  \Women continue to live groundwork must be laifi €fiticism. The Supreme Courgoods  and  services.
i indefinitel is justi ' i ; link it with certain welfare closed.
Sadly, in a culture whereindefinitely) is justice yviewed as sex objects an&nvironment aplink it wi in w

and
mince-meat for male lustgrientation session fdr

copditions people to think ~ Perhaps it has somethingamouflaged as humanmen and women on what_ . fact. the project wa : i
Sté)gt rape  has noto do with our patriarchal animals. Not a few complainconstitutes sexu |tpf€ggctﬁﬂ|é’ ?Abggdg%e%mn%grl]ﬁae?n?:age\ivahillghoer?t\wlgjec:rlg-
tpensequences;  wherdineage and misogynistiCthat to rise professionally harassment. \(/:Vame to owelr Ixstead oholder like age, sex, height,

violence has beenculture. A culture that they need a 'godfather’ who |n an environ which h Aadhaarp the Nationalfinger-print, iris scan, photo,

unleashed by ~ anbelieves that the worstcan make or break themsystematically obliterate Population Proiect was€tC. Finger-print card system
mbalanced sex ratio; andaspect of rape is thecomply or reconcile to morality and wher ex panded and d(J)or-to-doo;s in vogue in Belgium; Dutch
ere women have little ordefilement of the VICtIm,WhO batthng it out at every level. incidents of mora SUR/ey initiated passports and ID cards carry

S| cultural respect, 37,000will no longer be able to find  sadly, such is the ‘state oturpitude
‘reported rapes per year ist man to marry her - and thakffairs” that we are now
ot shocking, or eventhe only solution is to marryimmune to women beinghas delivered justice. THestrong by quickly gaining theSI"Ce 2005.
L Surprising. Itis just par forthe ~ rapist, ~ thereby, snatched off the streets anghall is now in our leaders' confidence and support of th
BCcourse. rendering all measuresgang raped in moving carscourt. Merely asserting aNDA Government. It was
TheSrimes against womenineffective. . unless it is a high profile one.course correction wouldpromoted as a tool for
e more than doubled Shockingly, instead of |n a survey conducted by ao longer work. Indid improving targeted delivery
CRYer ten years according tdbeing  apologetic  and|ondon firm of 150 safe needs a revolutionanyof services and a remedy fo
the National Crime Recordsensuring that cities are safgjties, New Delhi and change. We need {ochecking black money,
SBipeau's latest data.for the fairer sex, ex-Chief Mumbai are ranked 139 andseriously ponder for hoy terrorism etc.

pervad However, Aadhaar was/iNg€r-prints and Norway

country-wide, the judiciary destined to survive and growSSUS bio-metric passports

Electronic bio-metric ID
Cards are compulsory from
age 16 in Albania. But, India
has no significant social,
conomic, or historical
actors in common with these
countries to copy their
practice. In UK, fingerprint

llingly, four rapes Minister of Delhi, Sheila 126 at the bottom of the heapiong women will continu¢  Further, the Centre .
k@gﬁ every minute, 26Dikshit asserted, "Girls  Trye, subsequent to theg %e playthings at th adopted  the Aadhaarggar;ngéﬁoirlg used only in
~gimes every hour or oneshould not wear jeans andjystice Verma @mmittee’s hands of the voyeuristic(Targeted Delivery  of Notably, USA tops the list

complaint every two exposing clothes. ~inancial & Other Subsidies,

) , Theyrecommendations post theanimals in the garb of me
minutes. There were overhave no business d

\ ¢ erIngNirbhaya case, the new |aWVV|II our JUdlClal'y continue BenefltS&SErVI_CeS)ACt, 2016
470,556 molestation casesaround at 2 am in thenas stringently defined rapeto break new grounds anctS @ money bill which was
315,074 kidnappings morning,” in reference to aBut has it deterred men toynshackle women? A Iapassed notv_wth_standm_g@
followed by rape 243,051,woman journalist's rape. think thousand times beforenirbhaya not Bilkis Bano, S0Me MPS objecting to it
insult to modesty 104,151, Or Karnataka's Homethey molest a woman?we need to introspect: °cd adopted as a money bil
dowry death 80,833 andMinister blaming "western Certainly not! Balatkar aur apradhikardn

66% women experiencedculture” averring "these Especially against theakhir kab tak? INFA

3 TOTHE EDITOR ‘

il
i i says'Lighting up your plaques, related todepartment in its websitgis essentially personal it ha
e Sama”t_ans N e but MeECL has Rabindranath Tagore's staynentions ~ severa| created a huge controver3§
s SBI Sh|||0ng actually failed to provide here during his last visit toimportant points related tp and litigations over possible,
. the people of Shillong Shillongin April - May 1927. transport services, rules,intrusion into the right of yith applications for driving
(E)criltAor,r” 18 last | left my Proper electricity supply It bears mention that theapplication forms and privacy, vital for individual licenses and save them in
o F|)ohone St oY especially in the rural areagormer owner of Sidhli permits. However, freegom.l CE(Oﬂsel‘?juef_‘(yy’fWQaIect_ron|c network was
No 8 in State Bank of India. Of the state. There is loadHouse was Rani Manjulahappened to meet somel€€ t'to 00 onr d-hWI el'ﬁr considered and rejected.
Kachari Branch, Shillong. | (Scheduled and Devi, (Queen of the estatgyeople who wanted tg %ract_lces 8” adhaar-like  certainly, US would be the
realised that my phone wasunscheduled) all the time. Of S'%h“v %VStWh”e ,?‘:_;I_sam) register their vehicles of ' e_?r:té’ Carro:.-and-cons OfIas'[ country to create a
lost only in the evening of Besides that, there is poweff ar ent devotee of 1agoren19 and 2011 models p database of highly sensitive
nthat day and tried searchingcut every day sometimes

who preserved the house ; having a national identity cardpersonal information and
; ; espectively and to appl ; h
Leverywhere- my handbag every hour. It's very with full piety, as a valuablefor commercial tourist system have been considereghake it open, unprotected and
my car, my home - but in irritating for those working

memorial of the great poet- . by many countries andaccessible. Whether it is

/ . ; bard till her dgath. thepermlt. Unfortunately they yarious systems are in vogugossible to use that data in
-vain. Then | sat quietly andonline, for shop OWNETS, hiaques, bearing the recordVere verbally informed ak vet, only 100 countries haveany way injurious to the
thought through my whole cyber cafes = eic., 104f Tagore's stay here weréhe DTO's office in| compulsory identity cardconcerried citizen is an
day's activities and bmgo!,cqnce_n_trate on the!rwork Nerected and pIaceoSthOﬂg by some staff systems. In the Europeanyrelevant question. All private
| remembered leaving it atthis pitiable situation. The ceremonially by the Bimolamember that they coulfl Union, a national identity cardinformation is private to the
the above counter andpower Minister should do prasad Chaliha Ministry ofnot apply for tourist fulfiling certain standards isconcerned persons.
)lmmedlatew made severalsomething and take actionAssam in 1961, thepermits, which is ridiculous in use for European citizens Clearly, many in India are
ecalls and got connected topn the matter. MeECL centenary year of Tagore, aas no such public noticeas a travel document insteageluctant to take Aadhaar and
a lady, June Syiemiong,should announce t
who works in this bank and syt down timin

of opponents to bio-metric
identity cards whereby the
roposal was once
onsidered for passports, but
ejected. Most of its States
ave rejected the very idea of
?ontroversial ID Cards as a
Qery costly matter that also
agresents a risk to privacy.

In 2004, the US Congress
assed a law calling for a
ational Digital Identification
ystem in the interest of
ational security. The plan to
erify documents presented

Undeniably, Aadhaar is
intended to ensure creation
a framework for maintaining
central database of biometri
information collected from
citizens. But because the da

rt

e
d

he powethe initiative of the Centralor information is available of a passport. Among ourdepend on the Supreme
gs and Government. This heritagegt the website of the neighbours, Bangladesh ha€ourt's continued stand that

a23|dalse?%2dknrg\?v mgtnes)f(‘teavoid arbitrary power cutshouse was disposed Offransport Departmenft @ National Identity Card forit cannot be made mandatory
day. She kept her word anqa]t odd timings. Every during 2010-11, after the .-y incidentally has no all citizens over 18 years. Infor any purpose. Bio-metric

ousehold cannot afforddemise of Rani Manjula

“been updated. We woullgSti Lanka, citizens over 16details are normally collected

called me the following day ke to know when such 2 years must apply for thefor some specific purpose like

to give me the good news2" inverter/inverters or Devi. The present owne

Meghalaya, for instance,

would allow only goods .

train to enter its territory Mawlai Block Congress
until such time as public Committee (I) was forme

opinion reverts to acceptingon Wednesday at a functign who was on duty
the Deputy Counter No.8 on the day Ichallenge for the MeECL

passenger trains as well, an which

clear concession to thoseSpeaker of the Meghalaylaleft my phone there.

spearheading the movementegislative Assembly, Mr
of earlier years on thisD Rymbai was the Chi
account.

But even the goods|ater submitted to th

entry via the broad gaugepeputy Speaker urgin
line would be somewhat Uy =P 9

meaningless unless th

railway extension s

€,

a

with the headmen o

supplemented by a networ .

of ropeways to facilitate thekUmrymah, Umphrew,
Mawsiatkhnam andg

movement of goods from
Baridua onwards. TheNongkohlow under the
original Byrnihat railhead Mawlai constituency tg
project envisaged adiscuss the problems face
companion project of aby the local people
ropeway linking Members of the Mawla
Cherrapunji with the nearestBlock Congress Committe
railhead, thus reducing the(l), under the leadership d

cost of transportation of thethe General Secretary, M

saving time on movement OfUmrynjah.

Guest. A memorandum was

upon the government of thearound, all is not lost. Allow
rea following a meeting me to encourage others,

generators. IndeedWhen approached by X National Identity Card. national security and
tkr(]eatt ?y.\ﬁgcﬂio‘fﬁiﬂﬁ?f(ﬁ?ensuring uninterrupted delegation  of Rabmdrac?]ptvgas. d’)egded dalmqf ?Paklstan has a system ofiestroyed once the purpose
pt by yat power supply is a big lovers of Shillong including What basis< secondly, 1 dlisging Computerizedis over.
myself, with the request toall there is a moratorium on National Identity Card (CNIC) ~ Even those having no

and it seems to have lost ird€Place the plaques in théourist permits why wasnlt 5t age 18 which is mandatorpbjection and willing to

o ot roper place to make theany public notification put for opening a bank accountaccept any Government
ive. | h h : h - e p =
cor-;‘ir:fns ﬁ]boc\:)?]viétri]grl]dt%g:[[ gtgsg:nrﬁent Vﬁﬁe pta; public aware of Tagore'sup? It seems to me thatgetting passport and for alinitiative as in public interest
e y memory here, had agreed tanyone requiring the substantial transactions. find it extremely difficult to

there are still good, honestattention to the plight of
people in our city and thisthe power consumers of
cheers me up. Thank youMeghalaya.

ladies! With people like you

replace them along with aservices of the DTO and Myanmar has a Nationalundergo the process of
statue of Tagore, in front ofSTA office is forced tg Registration Card for getting the Aadhaar Card.
the newly built building at grease the palms of thenationals and ForeignThe less said about this, the
Yours etc., his own cost after thegiatt and dalals to hurry up Registration  Card  for better. ~ Still, people take the
A Concerned Cltlze.n' construction is Completed'their case rather than Wi |tf0re|gners In Thalland, evel'ytI‘OUb|e Of gettlng the Cal‘d
Viaemail That was May 12, 2011. Six nd get delayed, that tdoCitizen must get a Nationalbecause without it, they
years on we are still awanmgﬁ} this age of weH !dentity Card at age 7.cannot get their ration items,
fulfillment of the solemn technol gWh'I thet Malaysia differentiates gas refill, etc and would lose
commitment made to us. '€chnology. ' OIN€I hetween permanent andheir right to many welfare

Yours etc. States have progressed PYemnporary cards. Issued aschemes. Therefore: No

f starting with myself, to
practice such actions and
revive the ' tip briew tip blei’,
'kamai ia ka hok' among the

Replacing plaques
of Tagore's last

Khasis. v . o _ Uma Purkayasthal€aps and bounds inage 12, cards are updated ather direct benefit.
L i ours €tc., st to Sh|||0ng_ Shillong - 4 electronic governance why 18 years. All in all endless
Dari y\rkast)e”rﬁg?ll Editor are r:hOSﬁ Slttlnfg IIn their China issues Residentontroversies and
' _ cushy chairs failing tq Identity Card at school agecontinuous litigations over
dai-lrhrlo\l/Jv%Elgol:Jkreetséteder?vsd E_governance a implement and bring which is compulsory by ageAadhaar are unavoidable.
e HaS MeECL y d|Stant dream! changes in the overall16. InIndonesia, ciizens andComplete information on the

the attention of the present

prest! nationals
owners of former 'Sidhli

interest of the public? | foreign with system and convincing

« lost the plot?

' . Yours etc...| Permanent residence in thetatements on its use are

" . House', Upland Road Egitor, Dominic S. Wankhai country are given Residenhecessary if people's support
Editor, Shillong, regarding  The ' state transport \ Identity Card I tand i ded
Their motto replacement of the memorial P Shillong-7 | 'dentlty Cards, compulsory atand  cooperation are needed.

17 years and even earlier for--- INFA
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In early 1997 when | was By Manohar Singh Gill the world knows it. Whatt
the Chief Election is more the world admirgs
lC‘] and ‘]a'dha'v Commissioner of India, the India for this achievement. By TFL MaWIOng

INDIA appealed to the International Court of Justi€&G raised a criticism mark. The machine has theyarties, accepting theirPoNt knock it
. ) o against the ECI. In aboutsame, except that instead o uggestions and ideas, Twenty years have The editorial "HSSLC at the secondary school

(ICJ) about Pakistan's decision to execute aretl(I:eW the fEIegtronlgs marking across we press aspme leading political ﬁguresfassed since the EVMsResults: Time to introspect'level, or higher secondary
. . L Corporation of India Ltd, button. We used the EVMS\yanted machines in theiri'St use in November (ST, May 10, 2017) reflectsschool level, or at the
Indian naval officer who was alleged to be a $pis asked by the GOI toin that historic November constituencies. | was happyL297- We have held untoldthe ground reality of Sciencecollege level? If we focus

Kulbhushan Jadhav. The ICJ has stayed @@ elop an Electronic 1997 election in these threqqg oblige. But when the St@t€ €lections and mameducation in Meghalaya.simultaneously at all three
. . . | voung Machine. States. The test was a gregforthies lost they Parliamentary ones. AllLet me add here that despitéevels and with all the above
execution. India seems to be happy with the deCISﬁ;Jlnhsequently,dthe Bhiliratsuccess. After that | pushectomplained. The complaintsparé'es have won and lostan impressive number ofsteps etc, then with what
" . . . | Electronics Ltd was alsothe EVM use to the Stateyere on two fronts. First the@" the habit of HSSLC top ten positions"relative intensity" should
Butitis not a confirmed verdict. However, it requir@$,olved in this effort. level. People were happyiechnology could be fiddled €0MPlaining on a loss, hacholder from just one schoolwe direct our effort? Once

Pakistan to abide by the norms of the Vie hMgchines worth about 75everywhere. with. | invited the losers, @/most disappeared, tillthe number of candidatesve recognize the need for
crores were manufactured | remember the Delhi cglled the MDs and this current controversy.that could secure usefulreform, we can see hundred

convention. The stay request s in the form ofalegﬁe&n Indian.dgsigg(-) lg }|982election. Sahib Singlerma  engineers of the ECIL andlc? August 2009, theranks in high stakescrux points to start with.
. . . . .| they were tried in olingwas the CM. The BJP lostgEl  and cleared their COMMission once againcompetitive examinationsintellectuals, educators, and
the ICJ has written to Nawaz Sharif, Prime Minister like NEET from the samepolicy makers should
i school used to be close tdrainstorm for a most
of PakIStah' He has t_)een _requesfted not to zero, and in IT-JEE, it usedthoughtful and creative
Jadhav until the ICJ delivers its verdict. It means to be nil. The malady in ourstrategy.
. . . . science education is indeed Last but not the least,
Pakistan has its hands only partially timed for real. And in my view what the Third Law of Motion
; ; ; ; ; : ails our science educationsays: "To every action there
time bemg' In(_jla by appgallng to t.he ICJis shov despite everybody's desirés an equal and opposite
atendency to involve a third party in its disputes for a good quality gductation,reactlon-" Inﬁm#?h tbhe same
. IS, IN some way, due to ourway, every erortfor oringing
Pakistan. It runs counter to the fundamentals of In inability to grasp the changes in our education
; ; ; : : significance of "Newton's system is always balanced
forelgn pOI'Cy which has been built on mdepenc Laws of motion"! Sir Isaac by an opposing force from
foundations since the country under Jawaharlal N
came out of the shadow of British rule. Nations h
no permanent friends or enemies. Thatis the k
tenet of any foreign policy. And that is the guid
principle of India’s relations with the world. Indi

Newton described the threghe "no-changers". So to
laws of motion in his book bring changes we can either
"The Principia: power through the barrier or
Mathematical principles of better still remove the
Natural Philosophy". Theseopposing forces. We

three laws of motion laid theshould understand that it is

foundation for physics andvery important to be goal-

science. But perhapsoriented, and remove any

. .. e . beyond the realm of Physicsmajor obstacle. Thus, if
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi is inclined to b Newton's laws of Motion political leaders show a lack
it i ; i ; ; also reveal great insights an@f interest in education,
pragmatist in formulating his foreign policy. el ue gpretty gmuch people can choose  to
Itis possible that Pakistan will retaliate against I everything we need to knowchange them by denying

. . . . = about how to improve them the votes. If teachers
appealing to the ICJ by itself going to the lJBEoltlhs in Kerala. Legaldgadly and Shiela Dikshit youpts. The second wadnvited one and all, toscience education inrefuse or are unable to
. . L .| challenges arose andcame in for the first time, butinyariab demonstrate the flaws ofMeghalaya. improve their teaching
complaining against alleged violation of human righither efforts to use thethe BIP did not object evenra = oa legﬁ;;gﬂ:ﬁ?‘%%the machine if any. No orle  The First Law of Motion methods, or if they are
in Kashmir. Going to the ICJ was a departure f chines were given up.to one polling station result. cha|lenged the EC in theVoN the 'Swayamvar'. | says: "Objects in motionproved unable to teach
_ _ _ -ater they were tried in afewThat was a test of fairnessyjagras High Court, Chief I am surprised at thetend to stay in motion. science effectively, or if they
India's policy of the 1990s or during the Kargéhlzsll fonstltuehnuelg IanoIiticaI parties had begunjystice Bench. After a longCurrent broad and vagyeObjects at rest tend to stayeject the effective learning
_ . Ikkim. [t seems the political to see the fairness of thisyng  full  heari the @ccusations. | find th3tat rest, unless acted upon btechnologies, then students
conflictin 1999. The crux of the matter is that Indi@rties and the EC did notremarkable machine. Nocﬂallenl:ge waia{jlir;%isse%the present challenge fisan external force.” | am sureand parents should lodge a
and Pakistan have to take the bilateral way to res;@g)%utgﬁ Ctiﬁisslre or the willboxes to be stolen, no ink tojncidentally some time laterifom those who lostmany individuals and thecomplaint against such non-
T o great ideabe poured into the boxes, NGhe asked me, if | wash€avily in the U
all outstanding disputes. Complaining to the ICJ ﬁay}'afd- . spoilt votes. Rapid countingannoyed at her challenge. £léctions. Some othels The government and civil societies should first
. e The CAG in 1997 and results by mid-day! | gnswered. "No." After all if fearing a loss in th ; )
have strengthened India’s position in The Jadladtised the EC for letting saw that the EVM had the Commission lectures the0ming city elections, are recognize the need for reform, and should find a
case. But itis highly unlikely that Pakistan will releffts money 90 waste. | wasremoved all the guarrels.country, the citizens tooperhaps _ doing way to start the reform (at least in some small

t willing to a;:cept trl]ﬁs accusations and tensions ofaye the right to challenge P€shbandi'. 1 thin
onthe issue. criticism: ) the Indian elections. This was g |n |at hall @ccusations against this i i
Commission. We examinedthe miracle of this new ﬁZd nb:eenr yrena;f,g ?nen%eeremarkable nationgl Way)' BRI HIECE reform Sl
LOOKING BACK thefprob|edm, and %ec:g\e/s/l tCIeck:jnology. | had Karnataka Delhi and Keralaimprovement of the policy makers, tech executives, educators and
. go forward, using the s conducted paper electiongy; : election system, should 3 Ry F
April_14, 1989 in selectedhconstituednﬁie$s a young Collector.q;“s%r\],\,he%o?orés'A|| E:Jg?&stnot be c):/asually any Parents will be nudged to getting into some
in Rajasthan, MadhyaNobody accepted thethe argument inst thdightly made. However w nstructiv i i i
MeghalayaAssembly Pradesh and Delhi. Iresults. Counting con'[inuedEV|\,|S_g The C(i?r?énshaveare a democracy and |if serstilRiisge tlei e i el
Member irked b personally went to Jaipur,for days and days. TNggne to great lengths todny questions are raised )
! y where we put the machinesseshan my predecessogpsyre that the Indian citizerlegally or technically, the students are feeling so siclperforming and inefficient
power fa"ures in the Market Square, andtook a week, in continuousis not cheated by the EVM. EC must respond. | a of the science education irteachers, and the authority
asked housewives comingmixing, re-bundling, and  The system settled downsure the Commission willMeghalaya, but beingcan choose to counsel,

The Power Department inmentioned that the biIIfor shopping to try them. physical counting. Officers gnd hecame the envy of thée only too happy, t inactive for so long underguide, motivate, or relegate
general and MeSEB incollection centres in ruralAII of them told me shyly were kept locked in for days\yorid. As CEC, | was shownrespond to any legglthe spell of complacency, itproven inefficient teachers
particular was castigated inareas were few and farhat they liked them. Aand days. How manya canadian machine, theyehallenge, in order tpis hard for them to act orto non- teaching posts in
the Meghalaya Statepetween. He called for mo eMadhya Pradesh ministercomplaints | heard in thosethought | would buy. | told Tfemove any doubt. | initiate any change in thethe institution, or even
Legislature on Friday ashill collection centres af ‘c/cPhoned me, saying thatlays! them your machine is tooanyone can bring up [a@@bsence of any kind ofmercilessly retire them
members from both sides ofstrategic places in the rura e should not put the We rapidly gxpanded_theexpensiVe and toocredible technical hudge. The government angorematurely. We should
the House added their voicesreas to make it easier for th achines in villages, asEVMs use, quickly moving complicated even for yourquestion, this too th ecivil societies should first understand that no amount
to the now universal rural folk to pay their bills literate people would not to whole States, and manygitizens. Our machine-greatCommission will happily recognize the need forof effort can improve our
complaints of  power He said that even though th e able to use them. | saicStates together on a singlgredit to ECIL and BEL-is examine. This has alwaydeform, and should find aeducation system unless
interruptions. Moving a cut lines had been reached |t he machine is friendly andday's polling. It is natural for inexpensive, simple to usebeen the policy angway to start the reform (atsomething is done to dis-
motion, Mr E K Mawlong certain villages and thg: eutral to both literate andlosers to have doubts antynd robust. It can't be easilypractise of the Electiopleast in some small way).incentivise laziness and
(HSPDP) said that it was timepeople wired their houses{”'tefate- After all, even in launch challenges. Beforegamaged. We carigto high Commission of India. | Once the need for reform isinefficiency. And if we really
that the Board took thethe lines were yet to be'e PaPer vote, we have thentroducing the machines Imountains and the desert on  (The writer is former| fecognized, policy makers believe the idea that no one
problem of  power charged. name, the party symbol anchad held meetings with all camels and elephants, acrosghief Election| tech executives, educatordas the moral authority to
interruptions seriously. He  Mr P R Kyndiah (Cong-| the box for putting a crossthe 52 recognised political riyers, It has never failed andCommissioner of India) ?nd pat[?nts w!lltbe nudged?ssehss thi:hperformance_ ct’f
e actonsaid that people were so fed c%ns?rﬁctl'ng aé?o% tosomoel3 vsgcre(r?rzgi’n tr?g Sﬁdgrggm?ny
aamed that he had recenedieruimonor - poneShl ing education. Andsci on.
warned that he had receivedjisrutpionof power in reforming education. And science education.

once it starts, believe me, it  On carefully analyzing

reports of a possible futureShillon that the ) n ca
sabotage at Umbir near UCCreconci?ed themselves yo Congrats end, the people of Yours etc. as a dangerous hypocritegets easier to keep movingthe situation one could see
College. He said that it wasthem. He said that th . Meghalaya have to do their Dr. Lakhan Kma and diplomatically a failed thanks to Newton's first lawthat there is nothing wrong
imperative that a strongMeSEB was a whité YOUNQ friends! Bgrrtg Ecr)cr)\\ffl?eeeag\l/Z?r?mir;](: Shillong-4 leader. Now a very of motion! with the students (in fact
vigilance cell be formed. Heelephant  because its  Editor p g annoyed Minister Kapi The Second Law of millennial kids are quite

said that the local peopleexpenses were more than | wish to heartil in the near future. None of Kejriwa| inthe Mishra, who has beepMotion says: "Force (F)smart and are efficient

around the Umiam reservoirwhat it eamed as revenuecongratulate  all your¥g you should require backing recently sacked by thpequals mass (m) timedearners), there's nothing so

were let down by the MeSEBWonderi or recommendations from heat Of Chief Minister, is| acceleration (a) (i.e. F=ma)".wrong with the curriculum
Who did not live up to ifs Boardfollowed | the StUdﬁfmzWhotﬁucﬁ'ssrfu”yM pIMLAIMD C threatening to drag hisHere Force, F, is a vector, iither (whatever be the
promises of adequateemployment policy of th cS1ua| Iole Ig h eI ng i artiamentary Secretaries/ Controversy boss into the height of theinvolves both magnitudecurriculum, if academic
compensation andgovt he said that MeSEB econdary >chool Leavingchajrmen/Co-Chairmen/Ex- controversies.  Other (how much effort we are manpower is of low quality,

employment. He also warned'should not become a nohcc. 1cate - (HSSLC) iinisters/Bureaucrats etc.  ggitor, opponents of othef PUtting in) and direction the curriculum remains not

> [Examinations (Science & i . : h he effort is f d ffecti h
that the MeSEB staff tribal colony. He also asked to get a job to serve the s{where the effort is focused)so _ effective), ence
Y Commerce) of MBOSE, and Very few persons are bornparties are having the lasy ™\ -5 0oy things to something must be so

rter i i i i State. Your merit and onl ; |
guarters were being misusedhat maintenance machine % Yleaders. They are certainlylaugh! accelerate in some directionwrong with the school and

and said that "peoplebetoned up. The debate wjit© all those who will join the e it should be counted.poons to the society. And By the way, given hig

outside the State should nobe resumed on Monday. | P2y after the result fromrpqqq who enter i ddhen the size of force wecollege authorities,
Y-"| other boards in the next feWgovernment jobs throughmOSt of the others Whosec:ftshi?]f t%?tgw:ri?dafgl pply and the direction ofteachers,  educational
scramble to be public leaderdn g ValS) 1hat force will both matter. pedagogy and patterns of

find shelter in MeSEB." i - i
Mr C W Marak (HPU) Stolen pipes days. ~Your = sincerity, packdoor via  bribe by fair means or foul, end upparticularly against PM

i discipline and hard work ; ; ST s : - o

ocved on e plptof e recovered | DS e a0 pecommencatonsicpotsing s  aniy. Ty ot A Kol sl 1o ot o SN i e cuson. o
: S Some forty-nine stolen Gl ™~ 1 Lo T a7 e VIth N0 merit whatSoever, ysyally mislead the crowdnow almost dragged imagnitude),is but it is alsoreinvent Science education

to power Interruptions pipes, valued at over Rs., .\ t' vour teacherel invariable take bribes and finally bring only himself into the pit of N9 apout where the effort isin Meghalaya we need to
somet(ljmeH |aSt'”E forbwetet'BSBO,QOO were recovered by“aﬁld arj'slcreenotsyr?;sr e;}g glffsand propagate backdooimijsfortune to the nation. | return. However, with all focused (direction). Similarly first recognize the need for
SQOZB .woerksggrreieg glljt b %olice from a truck af You ﬁave done yopur dutyentry at the cost ofgont think anyone disagreedhis footprints in his shor in education reform, givenreforms and plot ways to set
the c}é)ntractors and thyMaW|on_g onthe G S Raod. -© " it and made udese(vmg and meritoriousthat Delhi CM Arvind political journey, we have the limited resources that wehe wheels of reform in
substandard  quality O]?The pipes were earli el proud. Keep it Up andéandldat.es. ~ Suchkejriwal is a maverick got a very clear messagehave, the amount of effortmotion, we need to
posts erected in villages stolen from PHE godown een exceliing in vour field UnA€serving appointees willcharacter. With the roar ofthat we should not trustand where we focus mattersstrategize the efforts at
Saying that there was ‘Mawlai in a brazen manner ; F;] 4 Ng ﬁ’ I | never be able to steer theyis hollow rhetoric, he any leader no matter howwe need to properlyreforming and in a mission
ontradiction” between th:after a trLéCk len(tjer(;?d th eOf (I:VIOICP:BII °Wht € pfo%esmp_of development but will showed  his  different "holy” they claim to be, strategize and plan whatmode we need to remove
Forest and _ Wildlife c_ompou(rild, oaﬁe g ob Meghalaya have 10 dOcontinually be involved in maverick  avatars on Yes, we have to take theaction to take and where teevery major obstacle on the
pipes and drove off at aboltheir duty to prevent you|goting the public money different occasions. Thewords of our leaders with focus. So how should weway. In my view the malady

Thus it is not merely aboutevaluation.

I\D/IgggrEtsmﬁgtasskeda%?] wﬁgﬁé'go pm. The police, actingfrom being corrupted, and thereby people's shar@nsuspecting people, whoa pinch of salt. start? Should one start byof our education today has
responsibility would fall b; ?hgeg’ﬁg\?vtl'(?gafrg;”?ﬁ frustrated and diverted. Inof development, of coursejust got carried away, are Yours etc.,| redesigning the curriculum,its chief foundation in the
when an animal of angodown, arrested onethe next 5 to 10 years afteraided and blessed by theihow only regretting. Salil Gewali| should we start by re-low teaching standards.

. A . ¢ ou complete your studies,politi ; iy ; _o | evaluating the quality of ourAnd finally, | implore to each
endangered species waejendra Singh, a notorio %h G men hould b political masters. Dear s it not a big irony that Shillong-2 acad mig m qn b rone of usyto co?ne out of our
electrocuted by snappederiminal of the town within o ¢, Covernment should beyoung Meghalayans, | amone who determinedly stoo : emic manpower, o

Letters to the Editor must have| | should we start bycomfort zones and let us

ive wi i able to provide you confident that things are '
live wires. He said that propethalf an hour from the Pol opportunity to serve the not going to be th gs aras a crusader againSty. uy name address and | | redesigning the nature andeinvent our  science
inspections should beGround area of Shillon not going to be the same Ircorruption is now neck dee . . : .
carried out to ensure the ) - 'State and the countrythe near future. So keefin it. Even one good at contact number of the writer, | | content of our school, boardeducation using Newton's
quality of the posts and otherUp?cn interrogation, h simply by basing on your working hard and.it will pay couniin mav fail tog ive full | &vn if they are sent by email.| | and college examinationlaws of Motion!

P confessed to his crime a g may 9 Only letters with the requisite | | system! And where should (The writer is an alumni

equipment. Mr H D R |ed the Police to the truckMerit, sincerity, hard work you back. Congrats to all ofrecords in how many count e ) N
Lyngdoh (HSPDP - DL) parked at Mawiong. and dedication. To thisyou once again! the Delhi CM proved himself details will be published. we focus? Should we focusof [IT Kharagpur)




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2017 (SIX)

£k 5 China Palistan Economic Corridor g 2
to his "fe.”.--\]ohnwooden tO Urt n Ia. On Soverelgﬂty ISSUGS |esS happlﬂeSS

I I The recent diplomatic Pakistan would bring
The Shillong Times faux by China " Cin By TN Ashok stability in the region.” _ _
Vol No: LIX No. 270 SHILLONG, SATURDAY, MAY 13,2017 | withdrawing its Says Priya Singh India is By Dr Oishee Mukherjee
. f | ambassador Lou Zhaohui'sMichelin and GoodYear.struggle for independencevett, TOI (‘:(om.?rehenswel/
statement on the China wants to bring in itsfrom Pakistan, which isarticulateé Iits approach  Quite rightly the theme jhdeed puzzling and some
Corruptlon most fou controversial China automobiles to competeaccused of siphoning thggWE}det ttT]e tCtFk)lEC desdpl eselected for this year’s Worldsociolog?sts attr?bute this to
s akistan Economic Corridorwith Indian , European andregion's resources into itdh€ fact that the corridor Health Day has beendecline in moral and ethical
THE RT| findings b_y the muster roI_I workers of th PEC) is symptomatic of aUS based automobilecoffers to the detriment of itsbodes strategi¢ depression. As is well known,standards.
Department of Sericulture & Weaving are shockitegger geo- political malaise companies. residents, media reports saymplications for India. over 300 million people world-  |_jke any other disease,

n_China’'s ambitious $46  Given this background Pakistan has gone out of As stated, the corridor wide suffer from depressiongepression has to be
to say the least. Not only the names of workers Wifon one Belt One Road China is virtually walking a its way to provide security Will pass through the Gilgit but the situation in India is controlied at the primary stage
OR) project involving tight rope and is on thefor Chinese nationalsBaltistan region Wher’_}even more serious. It iSthough such control may not

—

have been terminated since October 2014 | é%?struction of highways, horns of a great diplomatioworking on the project. OverChina has invested in theestimated from a recent studjye easy. How many diabetes
that at least 10 per cent opatients or heart patients can

continued to appear in the salary sheet of tdfwnonkﬂc zones, railwaysdilemma on T)ow to balagcel?,ooo Fiahkistagi securiktygagt in infrastruc_tur;e aP a leas L
; networks etc. its interests between Indiapersonnel have been tasketlydropower projects. In people in the country suffercontrol their ailment? Can we
Department up to 2017 butin some cases the |jst Q%Ihina’s ambassador Luoa huge trading partner , anavith providing protection for the  Gilgit = Baltistan| from depression or anxiety butsay that if values change or
names have been inflated by almost 80%. [T: ohui told a strategic Pakistan, a strong politicalChinese  nationals  insegment, the CPEC projecthe numbers in urban sectogyen if there is grass-root
. . arfairs think tank meeting in ally. There are some 10Pakistan. Reports appearinglesign includes a majgrmay be even higher. development of the people in
question arises as to where all that money drawinNew Delhi that his country important  things  to in media in April suggestedexpansion  of  the Depression is moStthe lowest tiers of society, the
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SHE IS HAVING A BABY

Many women in the West are choosing out-of-hospital childbirth, Elizabeth Cassidy,
Sarah Wynnand & Aninnya Sarkar report from the US and India

ohanna Givens has a soothing

way of helping women give birth

at home. She counts with them —

barely speaking above a whisper

— as they work through the ago-
nising pain of each contraction.

“When you get into really active,
heavy labour, during the contraction, it’s
like time stops often, and you are
wrapped in this moment of unsure dis-
comfort. So we have a counting mecha-
nism” to help them through, said Givens,
who works as a doula, providing physical
and emotional support to birthing
women.

In her seven years on the job in Co-
lumbia, Mo, she’s attended the deliveries
of more than 50 women who want an al-
ternative to traditional hospital births.

A growing number of American
women are taking control of their child-
birth by looking for out-of-hospital
birthing options, much to the dismay of
insurance companies and some medical
professionals. In less developed countries
such as India, meanwhile, out-of-hospital
births are usually not a choice but a ne-
cessity — happening mostly among poor
women in remote places who lack access
to care. But even in that country, some
upper-class women are joining the natu-
ral birth trend.

In America, out-of-hospital births are
clearly on the rise but far from the norm.
According to the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the proportion of
births happening outside hospitals started
to climb in 2004, rising from 1 percent
then to 1.5 percent in 2015 — or 61,000
births.

In India, out-of-hospital births are far
more common. UNICEEF statistics show
53 percent of women gave birth outside
of an institution in 2012.

For women lucky enough to have
choice, experts say many are driven by a
desire to make life processes like child-
birth more natural instead of treating
them like medical conditions.

“A lot of women are talking about it,”
Givens said. “They’re talking about the
breastfeeding movements. They’re talk-
ing about the choice movements, the
movements of letting our bodies natu-
rally process.”

Birth and choice in America

In Givens’ home state of Missouri,
out-of-hospital births have roughly dou-
bled in 10 years.

While this includes the occasional sur-
prise delivery in an ambulance, it mostly
reflects births at home or in birthing cen-
ters.

“Option is important and choice is im-
portant,” Givens said. “This is their body
in which they’re going to be doing ma-
jority of the work and the consequences
of what happens during that birth can last
her lifetime and the child’s lifetime.”

Birthing centres, which are generally
associated with hospitals, offer a sort of
middle ground. One, at the Missouri
Women'’s and Children’s Hospital in Co-
lumbia, started as part of the hospital’s
low-intervention programme in 2015.
Women decide whether they want care
from a certified nurse midwife or an ob-
stetrician, and must meet guidelines
showing their pregnancies are low-risk
and not expected to need emergency in-
terventions.

Jessica Henman is a certified nurse
midwife at a similar but free-standing fa-
cility in O’Fallon, Missouri, called the
Birth and Wellness Center.

CNMs have collaborative agreements
with physicians, and Henman’s agree-
ment is with Dr. Jeffrey Mormol at the
Missouri Baptist Medical Center, a 25-
minute drive away.

“Not all women can give birth without

(Clockwise from above) lessica Bevans embraces her youngest daughter, 10-month-old Natalie, at Smithton Park in Columbia, Missouri; a woman
from ASHA guides another woman on how to care for a baby following birth in Maharashtra. Asha provides educational, environmental and health care
help to over 600,000 slum dwellers in India; and Cathryn AnnMarie’s baby footprints are permanently stained on one of the doors at the Birth and
Wellness Center at O’Fallon in Missouri

medical intervention, so we’re glad we
have the partnership with the hospital, so
we can do that when we need to,” Hen-
man said. “We like that about 90 percent
of our moms don’t need the hospital, and
if you look at research for the right kind
of woman, for a low-risk mother with a
single baby, head down, no medical his-
tory, she might actually be safer outside
the hospital than in it.”

But some doctors are sceptical about
out-of-hospital births, particularly those
in homes. Dr Ravi Johar, an obstetri-
cian/gynaecologist at St Louis, said when
something goes wrong with a pregnancy
at home, he knows of instances when
midwives simply dropped birthing moms
at the emergency room and left.

“...0r they’re told to drive themselves
in and there’s usually a ‘we don’t want
them to know we’re involved,” which is
a problem because now you have no his-
tory to go with them,” he said. “Every
obstetrician has anecdotal stories of all
kinds of things.”

Births at home are usually attended by
certified nurse midwives, certified pro-
fessional midwives or doulas. CPMs
don’t have to have any formal education,
although they must be certified by the
North American Registry of Midwives.
Doulas don’t need formal education ei-
ther, but can get voluntary training and
certification. CNMs, on the other hand,
must have nursing degrees.

There’s a lot of disagreement on which

type of birth is safer. One study in Ore-
gon, which has the nation’s highest rate
of home births, showed that the prenatal
mortality for out-of-hospital births was
about twice as high as the hospital aver-
age. But American women giving birth
in hospitals are more likely to undergo
caesarean sections, which come with
risks such as infection and blood loss.
According to study published in JAMA
in 2015, caesarean delivery rates of up to
about 19 percent are associated with
lower maternal and infant deaths. The US
rate that year was 32 percent.
Mothers-to-be weigh safety consider-
ations while also considering the quality
of the birth experience. Jessica Bevans,
who has three daughters, has been

through it all. Her first child was born at
a birthing clinic, the second at Boone
Hospital Center and the third at home.

“I decided to be home because I
wanted to be able to focus on the pain
and be able to relax through the pain,”
Bevans said.

“I guess I just learned things from
midwives more than I did in the hospi-
tal. They were definitely more educa-
tional — like caring about you and your
well being and making sure you know
that everything is okay and safe.
Whereas, compared to the hospital, it
was just kind of like procedure — like a
medical procedure — where I feel like
(giving) birth is not a medical proce-
dure. But I wasn’t high-risk, and if [ was

high-risk, I probably would have chosen
a hospital.””

Insurance companies generally side
with hospitals when it comes to safety.
Aetna’s policy says “planned deliveries
at home and associated services are not
medically appropriate.” It references the
American College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, which says midwifery
presents hazards to both mom and child.

“The majority of my clients come to
me and they need that happy medium,”
Givens said. “I do home births and hos-
pital births, and the ones that choose the
hospital birth but still want to go the
more natural route are doing so because
of insurance purposes and finances.”

Birth and economics in India

In India, home births can be espe-
cially dangerous. That’s because so
many happen among poor women in
rural areas who lack access to care and
rely on untrained midwives during de-
livery.

A 2010 study by the Harvard School
of Public Health showed 150,000 deaths
in India could have been prevented by
2015 if women had better access to care
during their pregnancies and deliveries.

Vidhi Beri, a lactation specialist and
child nutrition counsellor in India, said
traditional midwives get informal train-
ing handed down through generations,
but aren’t updated about advancements
in birthing techniques.

In a small village in central India in
the Hoshangabad district in Madhya
Pradesh, midwifery is a tradition for
Sima Kumari, 70, whose mother and
grandmother were also midwives.

She took government classes training
her in natural treatment, hygiene and
health, and accompanied her mother as
she worked.

She said the process can sometimes
be risky if the pregnancy is complicated
and she has to take the mom to a hospi-
tal.

“In majority times the patient dies
while travelling, before even reaching
the hospital because the hospitals are
very far from the villages,” she said.

Samir Chakraborty, a gynaecologist
from Kolkata, said midwives’ lack of
specialisation makes home births un-
safe. Any medical complications can be
deadly.

The risks are much different for In-
dian women higher on the income scale.

Women among India’s growing mid-
dle class are getting more C-sections
these days — and facing the complica-
tions that come along with them. Indian
health officials claim this is partly be-
cause of pressure from doctors at private
hospitals, which are paid more for sur-
gical procedures. Women who may not
know much about the risks of C-sections
tend to take their doctors’ advice.

But wealthier, more educated women
in India are starting to push for more
natural deliveries — both in the hospital
and, increasingly, at home.

And those home births benefit from
well-trained and paid helpers unavail-
able to the poor.

Ultimately, there’s no clear answer as
to the best place to give birth. But moth-
ers and health workers in both India and
the United States agree that women
should ideally be able to choose and get
all the support they need to deliver
healthy babies.

When everything goes right, Givens
said, the experience of pregnancy and
childbirth can be amazing for mothers.

“It’s unbelievable to see the body
change and grow and blossom, and then
all this power be put forth into having
this new life.”

(IBNS-TWF)

Army, MBA or journalism: Choice is yours

By Ranjan K. Baruah

few options after graduation.

Today, we will talk about more
options and opportunities after
graduation. Students must remem-
ber that they must possess employ-
ability  skills  apart  from
qualification if they want to be em-
ployed after their studies.

WSES: In 1992, an important
landmark in the history of Indian
Army was the induction of women
into the officer cadre, and the oner-
ous task of training them was un-
dertaken by the Officers Training
Academy. We could see woman in
army as officers and also as doc-
tors, lawyers, nurses. There are
also women officers in technical
side. Mostly unmarried women are
seen in technical, non technical,
and the time of serving is limited.
The Woman Special Entry Scheme
for officers offers non-technical,
technical and specialist entry for

In our last edition, we published

females. WSES stands for Women
Special Entry Scheme and further
details may be obtained from the
official website of Indian Army,
Indian Navy and Indian Air Force.

Management: Students from
any stream can opt for courses in
MBA or other management
courses. For admission in a reputed
institute of the country, aspirant
must appear in Common Admis-
sion Test / Management Aptitude
Test, etc. Some of the universities
conduct separate entrance test for
admission.

Hospitality Courses: Interested
students can opt for some courses
in hospitality sector which com-
prises courses in travel and
tourism, hotel management, etc.
Students should be good in com-
munication skills apart from other
required soft skills. This is one of
the booming areas where aspirants
may get global exposure and if
they have the skills then many of
them may work abroad apart from

different parts of the country.

CS/ CA: After graduation one
can enter into professional courses
like Company Secretaryship /
Chartered Accountancy. Such
courses are offered by The Institute
of Company Secretaries of India
(ICSI) and The Institute of Char-
tered Accountants of India. After
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Options After
Graduation

completion of courses one can
work in public and private sectors
bank, industries, MNCs, corporate
houses, media houses and with
many more organizations. These
professionals are highly required
in the cut throat competitive econ-
omy thus their remuneration is
very high.

Mass Communication/Jour-
nalism/Advertising: Proliferation
of media houses has opened up
many opportunities for graduates
who opt for Mass communication
and Journalism. One can work as
correspondent, reporter, anchor,
columnist and radio jockey in
print/electronics/web media
houses. Advertising is also a prom-
ising career option to graduates.
Courses in Mass
communication/Journalism/Ad-
vertising are offered by several
universities and private institutes.

Banking & Finance: There are

different options of joining in
banking service. Nationalized
banks conduct competitive exami-
nation like Bank PO for recruit-
ment. . Banking and Finance offers
graduates jobs in public and pri-
vate sector banks, insurance com-
panies and stock exchanges. The
awaiting jobs for graduates in this
sector includes Probationary Offi-
cer, Clerk, Accountant, Auditor,

Development Officer, insurance
agent and stock brokers. Through
competitive exams one can enter
into bank’s jobs. Apart from na-
tionalized banks there are other
banks which induct aspirants into
their job.

Students must be careful when
they choose institutions for higher
studies. As the seats in the govern-
ment universities are limited, so,
many students do not get admis-
sion in reputed universities and
hence they have to choose private
institutes. One must be careful
while choosing their institutions.

Updates
Opportunity for Faculty Mem-
bers: The Reserve Bank of India
invites application as per pre-
scribed format from full-time fac-
ulty members, teaching economics
or finance in any University Grants
Commission (UGC) or All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) recognized Universi-

ties/Colleges in India to undertake
short term research in the areas of
monetary and financial economics,
banking, real sector issues and
other areas of interest to the Re-
serve Bank. Last date for applying
is 31st May.

Russian Scholarships: The gov-
ernment of Russian Federation has
announced  ‘Scholarship Pro-
gramme for Degree Studies at St
Petersburg University’. Govern-
ment is offering educational oppor-
tunities including scholarships for
foreign students and inviting appli-
cations from Indian national to
pursue degree courses at St Peters-
burg State University, Russia. Ap-
plications may be submitted before
June 15.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career
mentor and he can be reached at
9864055558 or
bkranjan@gmail.com for any ca-
reer related queries)
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‘My stories are about contemporary issues

=

With his very first feature film Lady of
the Lake Haoban Paban Kumar has
won the Rajat Kamal at the recent Na-
tional Film Awards. It was cited as the
‘Best Film on Environment Conservation
and Preservation’. Shoma A. Chatterji
in conversation with the producer-direc-
tor from Manipur.

Excerpts from an interview:

How did the idea of making a film on
this subject came up?

I was planning my first feature film on
contemporary life in Manipur. I went to
Loktak lake for the recce. I went along
with an environmentalist friend who sug-
gested a beautiful village. To our shock,
the entire floating village had been burnt
down and there was water all around. |
was taken aback but immediately started
shooting with a documentary in mind.
Deep down, I was convinced that this was
the perfect subject for my feature film. So
I slowly moulded my story into the crisis

of the lake and what it meant for the fish-
ermen community who lived right in the
middle of the lake.

Tell us a little about the story...

It is based on life on the Loktak lake and
the conflict situation in Manipur. It tells
the story of a fisherman named Tomba,
who lives with his family in a hut con-
structed on the phum (floating biomass)
of the lake. He faces constant threat of
eviction by the government. This fear
keeps him confined to his hut while his
wife, Thambalsang, toils to make a liv-
ing. They are a real-life couple, by the
way. One day, Thomba finds a gun hid-
den under the biomass and transforms
himself into an assertive man looking for
a target to attack. An old lady who mys-
teriously wanders in the lake knocks at
his door in the middle of the night.
Thomba suspects that this old lady is the
spirit of all evils. He chases her in sheer
terror and commits an unintended crime.

It has been adapted from a short story
called Gun by Sudhir Naoroibam. Is
this the language of revolt and the only
form of revenge available to the pro-
tagonist Thomba?

My stories come from contemporary life
in Manipur. When [ was planning my fea-
ture film, the idea of gun/power became
the central idea of my film. My protago-
nist and his community are already fight-
ing a losing battle for a long time against
the authorities who come armed with
guns and machines. While doing an ear-
lier documentary called Floating Life, 1
always had this thought that if they took
up arms, what would happen? In my film,
it becomes extremely important for them.
Nothing seems to work in their favour.
They somehow must find a way of saving
their home and their lives.

The protagonists are poor. So how do
they obtain a gun in the first place?
The gun might have been left by some-

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, May 14, 2017

Moon trine Mercury on your solar refurn chart denotes a good year. Ego and
self-respect would be high as the year begins. You would think a lot about
yourself and your reputation. You want to feel respected and important. Good
fortune is likely to begin favoring you from now. Good news from foreign
sources is on the horizon. You might also travel. Your attention seems to be
driven towards family, finance, tax, government etc. you may experience some
mental distress and you may observe delay and losses in business matters.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You may be involved in lectures, debates and discussions. You

spend quality time in association of your loved ones, family and

children. You have good team spirit and you are more tactful and
obliging with your co-workers which bring harmony and a conge-
nial atmosphere at the work place. This is the right time to partici-

pate in current events and share views, ideas and feelings with
people around you as this brings new opportunities and mon-
etary gains. You have more energy for work and your daily
routine tends to speed up now. It's a fabulous time for joining a

gym or stepping up exercise and health routines.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
You would have a new attitude towards--love matters, finances,
and social relationships. You connect with old friends and busi-
ness associates. Being open and receptive, you attract presti-
gious opportunities from interesting and authoritative people.
You would be more accommodating and compassionate in rela-
tionships. You would create a work of art in your field of activity.
This brings success and good fortune at work and opens new
horizons for expansion. Finances and material effects need to be
evaluated, do not make investments or speculate heavily. A
business venture could be gainful if you are willing to lend it some
energy. Communications and business associates from over-
seas bring good news and offer lucrative opportunities.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
New friendships or new spins on established connections are in
your forecast. You would start a new business project while
adding zest to an old one. You would be more sensitive and
dedicated to your personal and professional life. You focus on
having fun, enjoying romance and expressing yourself cre-
atively. Your hobbies, leisure time, moments spent with family and
children, all come into focus. You may modernize your work place
and home and renovate the interiors to give a new look. This is a
good time to promote harmony and good relations with family
members. You express your views, terms and condifions without
hesitation and deal many issues bravely and successfully.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
This period brings mixed results for you and highlights friend-
ship, love, romance, spirituality and children in your life. You may
have positive results from marketing and communication. You
spend time with your beloved one and go on fun trips, shopping,
and journeys. This is a favorable time to go for higher leamning
and joining new courses such as beauty culture, computers, fine
arts and fields related to show business. Your talents would meet
with acceptance although financial discipline, realism, and matu-
rity matters a lot. It is best to accept challenges that life offers you
and keep going through ups and downs realizing that this too
shall pass. You are compassionate and generous with family,
friends and relafives, drawing respect from them. Take care of
your health and adopt a routine of regular walk and exercise.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
This is a time of completion and fransition. You would be taking
new responsibilities and enjoy the challenges. You desire to
learn and improve your practical skills. Realistic levels of optimism
and confidence are with you and problems are easier to resolve.
Your social life is likely to increase and bring you in contact with
more influential, powerful and helpful people. Matters related to
universities, higher education, legal affairs, and foreign interests
proceed smoothly. You are more inclined to take pride in your
intellectual accomplishments and your ability to socialize and
make connections. Personal relationships may be dreamy and
transitory and commitments are made and promises are honored.
A marriage proposal is worth considering. Health needs care
and old habits of excesses need to be kicked.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
You are practical, realistic and your judgment is sound and you
derive much satisfaction from your work. You would maintain a
balance between optimism and practicality. Business expansion
and new professional opportunities are worth considering. You
might spend a lot of time in short frequent trips, communicating
with people and visiting friends and relatives. You feel much
stronger and clearer about the priorities and strength. It might be

hard for you to work with others in a harmonious manner, and
disputes with co-workers are possible. Health and energy need to be
conserved through a busy time at home and work.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

You have an excellent aptitude for understanding the arts and you
are falented in artistic areas. You would enjoy making things that are
beautiful and you succeed in areas that require an aesthetic sense
as well as technical ability. The need or desire 1o talk about relation-
ship dynamics is powerful. Your thoughts turn to children, pleasure
and romance. You handle conversations, seminars and express
yourself clearly about the subject. You turn things around in the
business dealings in your favor. You are noble and generous in
family situations. Monetary transaction brings gains in property re-
lated issues. An overseas or long distance journey is on cards.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

Mixed results are indicated for you. You are practical, realistic, and
your judgment is sound and you derive much satisfaction from your
work. You achieve success as you are brilliant and there is good
fortune attending professional, personal and material aspects. You
interact with people in position of power and authority gracefully and
diplomatically. You will be able to make best use of your talents, work
experience and would insert your creativity into your work and
projects in hand. You have more opportunities to improve relations
with relatives and friends in your immediate environment. If you feel
especially angry, frustrated or restless, it would be great to find a little
more work and things to do so that you can channel excess energy
constructively.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

&

This period brings new associations and beginnings in work areas
as new opportunities and changes may come. You may be involved
in frequent lectures, debates and discussions. You can convey your
ideas more powerfully and find joy in expressing your views and
ideas with your loved ones. You are feeling good in general, and you
tend to spread the joy. You may explore new infrastructure and
improve office as this brings more efficiency and continuity on your
work. Domestic members would be more supportive as this is the best
time to bring more harmony and pleasant interactions to your rela-
tionships and feel more comfortable. Financial success is enhanced.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)

™

There is more stability in personal relations and professional life. You
would achieve success at work and complete projects through inter-
play of ideas and correlation of subjects since communication is your
forte. You have a tendency fo compromise and adjust and take a soft
approach while dealing with people at work and home. You give a
new approach to communications, ongoing projects, learning and
self-expression. You may be especially focused on pleasing your
family. You tend to entertain others with your conversation and your
sense of humor. You would work in association of senior colleagues
and people in authority and learn many more things at work place,
which boosts your confidence and you use your best talents and co-
relate all activities to boost the business.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

f

You would improve personal and professional relations with pa-
tience, love and care today, it would be better to avoid discussions,
criticism and arguments. Your ability to build up financial and mon-
etary pursuits bodes well for good returns from overseas business.
Sharing your interests and communication with your loved one may
be especially appealing to you. You might spend a lot of time in
meeting friends and beloved ones. Cooperation and a focus on
harmony and understanding benefit you professionally and en-
hance your reputation and public standing. You show your respon-
sible, managerial, ambitious, and constant side in your personal and
professional relations. Health food, yoga and meditation recom-
mended as would help to overcome from health problems.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

-F<
>

New friendships and new spins on established connections are in
your forecast. A period of hard work and effort is also in your forecast.
You are taking on new responsibilities, but generally enjoy the
challenges. People are attracted to you for your intelligent mind. Your
social life is enviable as you interact with important people in author-
ity. You resolve an important domestic issue that has been causing
problems in relations for some time. Centering within and witnessing
inner truth and outer reflection is the best meditation. Cooperation
and a focus on harmony and understanding benefit you profession-
ally and enhance your reputation and public standing. You are
strong and masterful while turning things around in a positive direc-
tion at work. You might also enjoy analyzing different health or
nutrition programs. It's a great time to make improvements to your
regular routines.

body or a member of the authority or
have been hidden by someone who, like
my protagonist, wants to take an extreme
step to save their family and community.
There can be many angles. Today, when
I look at my birthplace Manipur, I see
guns all around. Gun, as a symbol of au-
thority and ownership drives others, be it
insurgents or the state authorities. We for-
get that fear and anxiety instill further
worries resulting in violence.

You have taken non-actors for the main
roles. How did you train them for the
film to avoid looking into the camera?

I had always planned to do my fiction the
way | do my documentaries, real people,
and real situations. However, the two
films are very different and independent
entities not because of the genre, but be-
cause of the narrative. I had already
worked with these locals for Floating
Lake. So, this is their second film and
now they may be called professional ac-

)

(left) A scene from the film Lady of the Lake and Haoban Paban Kumar

My protagonist and his community are fighting
a losing battle for a long time against the au-
thorities who come armed with guns and ma-

chines... Nothing seems to work in their favour

tors (laughs). I shoot when people feel
comfortable and sometimes I simply
shoot candidly. You must know when to
roll the camera while at times it is all
about getting the right rhythm.

Lady of the Lake is being screened
across the world and winning not only
accolades but also big awards. How
does it feel?
This is my debut feature film and I con-
sider myself very fortunate that my film
was world premiered in the Asian New
Current Section of the 21st Busan IFF
and then the European Premiere at
67th Berlin IFF. I am very happy when
people watch my film and I am able to
reach out with my story to more and
more people. It also pushes me to do

more and better.

Has the film-making scenario in the
North East in general, and Manipur in
particular, changed in recent years?
Yes, it has changed for the better, espe-
cially with the entry of digital filming
which has led to the production of 40 to 50
films a year in Manipur alone considering
the first film there was made way back in
1972. The first digital film in Manipur
rolled out in 2002. For filmmakers like
myself in Manipur, cinema is a means of
communication that helps us tell stories
about ourselves and about contemporary
issues we live with. Filmmaking for me is
a natural extension of what is around me
— guns and violence that come along with
authoritarianism. (TWF)

Being a father 1n scientific age

ne of my children asked me
Owhether ham came from ham-

sters. “Of course,” I said. “Just
like jelly comes from jellyfish.” I added
that our family’s favourite dessert, Nutella
mousse, was a gland secretion from “a
brown elk from Canada called the choco-
late moose”.

Kids expect dads to be the font of all
knowledge, and it’s easy to rise to the
challenge if you have a good imagination
and a plausible manner.

But then came a harder
question from the offspring:
“If junk food is bad for kids,
why do dads eat it all the
time?”’

The real reason, of
course, is that the main ac-
tivity of fathers is telling off
children for sins that we
still do ourselves, right? But
instead I put on my Scien-
tific Thinker persona and
explained that foods have different effects
on different people. Luckily there was a
perfect example in the latest New Scien-
tist magazine. Tribes who live in the Ata-
cama Desert in Chile have evolved the
ability to consume the deadly arsenic poi-
son without harm, it said. “Kids there

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

probably go to fast food shops and order
poison and French fries,” I explained. “Bit
like everywhere else.”

Seeking further examples of bizarre
tribes eating weird things, I googled “Do
Singaporeans really eat turtles?” Instead,
I found a turtle-related newsflash from
Science Alert: “Researchers in Korea are
developing a technology that will allow
humans to control turtles through thought
alone.”

A human wears a helmet
that beams brainwaves to an
apparatus worn by the turtle.
Just imagine what unscrupu-
lous Singaporeans could do
with this. “Hello, turtles, we
bought you some cute hats!”
Later: “You are under my con-
trol. Lightly season yourselves
with soy sauce and come to
me.”

What puzzles me is why the
South Koreans have not made
remote brain control devices for children,
or for wives to use on husbands. “You are
under my control. Put down that beer,
lightly season yourself with soy sauce and
come to me.”

The report said the Turtle Brain Control
System could “give the user a sense of

oneness with the controlled animal”. Who
wants a feeling of oneness with a turtle?
Be better to achieve oneness with the
Buddha. Or maybe Scarlett Johansson.

But the most worrying recent report on
the science page was the news that Face-
book has a team of 60 people working on
a device that reads your brainwaves and
types out the words. When this gets
launched, all males are going to be in
deep trouble.

A colleague told me that academics
from the University of Zurich have pro-
posed the creation of a Mental Privacy
law that makes it illegal to read someone’s
mind. It sounds good in theory, but (a) we
won’t be able to tell, and (b) who’s going
to confess? “Oops, sorry, I read your
mind, you’re one sick dude, arrest me
now.”

Incidentally, I do realise that one day
my child will come home from school
saying: “Dad, my teacher says ham does
not come from hamsters. It comes from
pigs.” I have my response prepared: “Yes,
I’ve heard that theory too, but fathers who
are Scientific Thinkers always keep an
open mind.”

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based fre-
quent traveller. Send ideas and com-
ments via his Facebook page)

Rendition of Hindustani music

he occasion was the
centenary  celebra-
tions of  Bharat

Sevashram Sangha being at
the Aurobindo Institute of
Indian Culture in the city re-

cently. ragas

Hindustani vocal recital by
Saptarshi Chakraborty (in
picture), disciple of the liv-
ing legend, Padmavibhushan
Pandit Jasraj.

Saptarshi’s rendition of
Puriya Dhaneshri,

BHARAT SEVAS

CELEGRATIMNG 104
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The cultural evening com-
menced with an invocation,
followed by Bengali folk
songs by Purbita Dutta.

This was followed by
Brahma Sangeet, songs com-
posed by Rabindranath
Tagore. The artistes were
Arkapriya Banerjee and
Aniruddha Nayak of Santi-
niketan. Their renditions cre-
ated a somber ambience. On
table was Biswajit Nandy
and on synthesizer was
Ramyajit ~ Bhattacharjee,
both from Shillong.

The stage was set for a

Malkaus and Jog were mas-
terly as well as aesthetically
pleasing. He concluded by
rendering “Shivashtakam”
stotra and Om namah Shivay
chanting, leaving the audi-
ence spellbound.

Excellent ~ accompani-
ments on table by Dhriti
Gobindo Dutta from Guwa-
hati and on harmonium by
Subhra Dutta Dey comopli-
mented the vocal maestro.

On the whole, the musical
evening was an enriching ex-
perience for the cultural en-
thusiasts of Shillong.
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Pakistan has been warned against pursuit of tactiefaee is yet to blow hisye experience how theto give us a report card ofparty wins the singl
"tactical genius from insidediscernible useful outcome
ﬁ)asty starts early this yearproxy voting to make sure MLAs use their respective indulges —in  durin
intolerance of this policy caused a deteriorationMéghalaya has attainedraid openly declare towhinging and whining in Parties do not even ha echaracterised the last twan the campaign trail to talk
o people vote for. Do minority in the area. wrongdoing  that is parties. What ideology orhogged by radical Labourlove you,” the veteran told
originate in or receive assistance from the Pakistariihe tribal that we are, and even playgrounds forcreation of the separate stat®emocratic Party waSenergy firms and thehugging pacifist hippie. We
terrorist groups in Pakistan are reduced. Tkieand even if he happenscontractors join politics and hence our Health Centressupport the party gave
rel .
ﬁ(ﬂgrefore ‘(congregation football grounds and till the and even the supply of Or maybe the regional Irag war and correct on just about every
It has also been argued that Pak-based t | _ . |
task of any contendefwvhen they have specialhence our farmers are left inconvenience is the nan
because he is a goodheeds of the constituentsschools (those in the villageand implements beef bz
ffer militant itional targets. Th has sl . ; ;
ofte ants additional targets. The US has sla 0 is accessible or he is There are candidateswhole continues to be inthe issue where they afe Party who stood by and would not even
like visiting the bereaved utensils and other has failed to come up with ais the emergence
Nor can the Conservatives claim to be the

tionship closer. earth-movers to flatten upinactive laboratories, X-rays state level.

National Intelligence in the US.

'ﬁ’chhe first and the primarythe villagers especially have a policy on agriculturewhere  politics  of  gyerthe years, Seeking diplomatic solutions

an e

Bpport a certain candidatehecause can cater to theducation. Hence ourcamouflages its core issie Ut itin the speech: “l will not take lectures
proposed China Pakistan Economic Corridor
ud-Dawan. India should welcome the US move.constituency. Now it looks distributing plastic chairs, uncertain because the statérend in the state politic

as they shot dead children in the streets.”
also take pride when thethat we have now are peoplevhich even after more thanup in the state after th

. L to be a distant relative, thesubsequently ~win the PHCs and CHCs are beingthe NDA governmen
Pathankot investigation should also be speededdlii:tion . makes  the elections because they haveun with very few doctors. both at the national and the COrbyn has been proven correct on the
This view was expressed by Dan Coats, Direct
of family members from the soil in villages and own medicines is not sufficient. parties have taken a cie - iy i :
mother’s and father’s side)tankers to supply water toThe government does notfrom the national parties, forelgn pOIICy issue he has intervened in
groups will present a sustained threat to US interéstshe election. Then thechurch programs. a lurch. The governmentof the game. The example Wwhen few others would have dared. As he
. . . . . . next reason why peopleCandidates win alsodoes not have a policy onis the BJP  which
in the region, both in India and in Afghanistan.
n . . .
rson and it means a wholeluring times of joy and in particular) and our where the party is in powér ON foreign policy from a Conservative
d f things. It could be one sorrows. education system as awhile remaining silent o
W
further sanctions on LeT and JUD as well as Jamaegn regularly visiting all who have contested andshambles. The future ofyet to win the election. F F :
the bereaved families in thewon the elections simply bythousands of youths is" The other worryin Impose sanctions on the apartheld
> government in South Africa in the 1980s
| | family is part of the job paraphernalia to the voterspolicy to create dynasties. If everythin
LOKlNG BACK description of all public and the community. But theemployment. What more goes as they plan, thr
April 14, 1989 representatives and peopléiew trends of candidatescan one say about a stat@ower centres will com
e . .
i ial inatiti 1t politicians visit the family who claim to be supportedfour decades of existenceelection. = Meghala arty of the armed forces in anything but
CM UrgeS flnanCIal InStItUtlonS during their bereavementsby big money bags in thedoes not even have a propealready has twogsangy a P ty yt 9

to motivate entrepreneurs This is obvious when thestate. These candidateslemarcation of its border dynasties in Garo hills and N€toric. There are 9,000-plus homeless
family decides to publish brag about their beingwith the neighbouring state.after the 2018 election: t the street
their gratitude in the mediacandidates set by certain big The election in another dynasty wil veterans on the streets.
Meghalaya Chief medium sized projectsfor which they will always shots in the state, notMeghalaya has never beersyrface and that is the

Minister Mr P A Sangma hasbased on horticultural make sure to mention therealising that they demeanabout issues; be it of statedynasty in the Jaintia and L ) )

urged the lending resources. Tourism washames of all those publicthemselves to being mereor national importance. It is Ri Bhoi district. So is thig the 1970s,” right below awith European neighbours

institutions to come forwardanother area where thefdigures that came to visitpuppets or stooges of thenot about the developmentanymore abou} feature on how keepingand waiting on the whims of

in a big way to helpwas "considerable them during their time of big bosses who sponsonf the state either; thedemocracy? Will we allow “girls’ jobs and boys’ jobs” the Trump White House.

trials and tribulations. Eventheir election. The voterselection is more about thethis to carry on? separate is better forAnd his approach
if the leader has not takenon the other hand take thispersonality of the candidate, The people of everyone. The same Mailwithstood 40 minutes of
part in Assembly debate isas an opportunity to mintthe religion he follows or the Meghalaya have a toughalso claimed Labourquizzing from foreign policy
and not shown anymoney and enjoy the freeshnong/raid where he comesime ahead and the 201&pending plans would cosspecialists; more than

leadership acumen, thesupply of booze and moneyfrom and other factors which election will decide on the every family £4,000 — as if Theresa May has subjected
mere fact that he is a goodAlready the ‘bamdoh lama’ have nothing to do with fyture of the state in thewe all pay exactly the samenerself to.

%hallltlon%:gkiatusrcri‘%)alt&e Sgg/lcher:mlas Bf . IDB person qualifies him to be apicnicking under or with the politics or the development next half century. Thé amount in tax. It was joined But overall it is the home
eghalaya Director 0} good MLA candidate. flag (as the people in Jowaiof the state. Once in everyonus is on the voters fopy the Sun in trying to blotfront, not world affairs, that
prepared to take somandustries Mr K F Rangad ™ Then being member ofcall it) has begun. Thefive years the parties comedecide which way they out manifesto’ coveragewill decide the outcome of
amount of risk but notlaid stress on publicity fof the ~same ~church oryouths are the first targetsup with a colourful and want to go. Or rather hoWyyith a storv that Jererg U elaction. The. other
diluting the laid down norms. creating an awarenesseligious group, or memberof the party workers andflashy manifesto, but someor who they vote for in thé corpvn h dy T\);ma'or I et e
Mr Sangma said the State'among the people of theof the same village or Raidelection time is when they candidates do not even usensuing election? orbyn ha runhover a 8 Jd i u e b t‘t’}’
Fation (5411 a6 n 1956) Wasmamieg o orrere J011G being driven by a policebus _ rolled " out of
e b\ the mahest i thenpegging. I other otat N | o::ction officer) As an Manchester, was a proposed
ion; i . . . attempt at rebuttal, it was allroot-and-branch reform
ggiti\?t}%d Jgeen rségtclﬁ,g'zrﬁﬁsfﬁﬂ?ignog th\?vhli?endl?lg Is KHADC a into ka Synjuk ki verses of the holy book isunconstitutiona relativrt)aly dismal. programme for education. It
there was no way the govileghalaya there were f Nongsynshar shnong ka Bripermitted, then soon Islambehaviour. Meanwhile the policies would be funded out of £20
can absorb more. Inorder foarore aya fasre wers 1 boon or bane? u7 trep (SNSBH) which would cease to exist. Does the AIMPLB| received far more coveragevillion of revenue raised from
: : " lQakers. The State had 1100™ resulted in nothingness. Though triple talaq in oneaccept that countries likeyan they probably wouldreversing Tory corporate tax
find employment, attentionregistered SSI units havm Editor, This is a sad state of affalrssming is an unusual modePakistan, Afghanistan,h if ot for the leak. andcut th laimi
would have to be given toan aggregate capital ave if not for the leak, andcuts  (those claiming

The Khasi  Hills and a waste of the peoples’s g ' ' Morocco and Saudi Arabig - .
productive sectors likeinvestment of Rs. 8 crore, of divorce in Islam, it cannot even long-time CorbynLabour’s corporate tax rise

gAutonomous District mandate. k e o /en I [
industrial entrepreneurshipadded. Council is certainly a Yours etc., be declared to be invalid inhave re- written of Qura;crmcs like Polly Toynbee plans are draconian should
He said it was essential t0  (Orissa YC (I) President

. . i i by banning dissolution g .

blessing to the Khasi race Philip Marwein, ghfe “?—|hc§|§)/f thgg:;er?t Virr?gsmyarriagegby declaring Were gushing. Corbynremember that they would
turn the "subsidy culture” | if this  Council s Via email

into "loan culture”. People in denies workers raped child

generation of potential" he said hopin
entrepreneurship in thethat the entrepreneurs
State. Inaugurating awould come forward in large
seminar on "Small Industriesnumber to take fulles
Development Fund" inadvantage of various

In _ . triple talag illegal? In fact followed up the manifestomerely take us back to
administered by the Khasi categorical command of theA|p|\/|p|_|3qsho?nd take Story with a bold defenceBritain in 2011.)

. Messenger of Allah." ALY - . : .
the State by and large, were Orij selected members who know . initiative for empowering and foreign policy speech at And the cost is far
uninitiatedy g e 8:éz?§emo&trhsiﬁngggsime cOnsntdutlontof :ndﬁ, Trlple Talaq Ioonhneg irﬁgev)\(lheﬁ’l(()at:rttripllz e o R e Chatham House on Fridayoutweighed by the gain —
entrepreneurship. Thistoday denied reportCoensathet?or:negrsld Othee Editor, he modern day globalmorning. The only thing both human and financial —

. L . talaq is an essential part o . o T X °
would have to be motivatedappearing in a section of thevarious provisions ensh-obggﬁledsgﬁrgrr?ga CE,?,,%” Islam. The Court is hearing>ccnaro i ?f fsocm \k/]vron,g t\)N'th :jt S thatl_thls Ofl r(]a_ducatlc:n reform.
in the first place, Mr Sangmapress that a minor girl walsri i ; rnday (May P economic status of womegnhasn't been done earlier —Slashing class sizes,
h e, VI ap g rined in the Sixth Schedule a bunch of petitions, some, . ; . .
said. Industries Minister Mr b 12, 2017) ,as it continued - and salvage fundamentakhe right have been far todnvesting in neglected
1d. UKA ) II'I , raped and later crushed f@f the Constitution and hearing into the Of them from Muslim women rights of Muslim women successful in framing theschools and  repairing
upstar aroull wio death by some YC(I)how to apply the laws ;;nqiititional validity of WHo were divorced overpeing denied and torturddissue as a weak point fobroken buildings and
presided over the functionworkers at Muniguda i) appropriately according to .

: . ) . i ing WhatsApp,through py the whims of thei ; i ing fi i
said that the leadingKoraput District on the eve¢the times and circu- ‘t‘thaTaqErtﬁfigg?ha(t)fdiv%?():/ilr?gg telephone call or a COU”efednﬁsbands in_the Sut _Cor:)dyn S Lk;elb?ur.hYetfthls ][eston”ng f|natmg|altsuppolré
institutions should ~ beof the two-day state-levelmstances. Unfortunately, =52 e by resorting to |etter to ask the court to putcontinent. The AIMPLB could not be further fromfor college students wou

"responsive” to the needs ofC (1) convention there on many of those elected >OTHL an end to triple talag. The . : | the truth. ensure that children and
the people. The totaIThUSS)day. MDCs are not blessed Wlth‘t‘Cveorssttatgﬂdprﬁ(r:lt(;%iiIrsabtlheeApex Cour{) was q also zgggﬁr%ﬁ;nﬁg;@?g{!gnﬁ Corbyn has been proveryoung people get the best
institutional funding to the |t was a simple accide tsuch wide knowledge.gorm” of marriage  informed that many Muslim Muslim~ women  with correct on the Iraq war andstart possible. Proposals to
State was on the "lowerand not even a case ¢fOnce they are at the h6|modissolution 1o9®  countries such as Pakistanmisinterpretations of thg COITect on just about everyestore student grants and
side" because the crediteckless driving by any Y Of affairs they are suppose Muslims.But taking a hard- Afghanistan, Morocco andscriptures of Quran tp foreign policy issue he hagemove fees on adult
absorption capacity was low(l) workers, Mr Padhi told [ do quite a lot of line relivious stand the Al Saudi Arabia have bannedieprive women of their intervened in over the yearseducation courses for those
He therefore appealed tmewsmen here aftrhomework and know theInolia Mgslim Personal Law dissolution of marriage by fundamental rights. Rath rseeking diplomatic looking to retrain or upskill
financial institutions to takereturning from Muniguda| V&rnous app“fcarkl)"ltyohf ctjh‘la Board (AIMPLB ), while Pronouncing Talag thricethere is an opportunity fdr solutions when few otherswould also ensure that
effective steps for All India Youth Congress(l pro(;ns?ns of t eISC'el u ehearing the p’etitions and no longer allow triple them to become a crusa ewould have dared& As he pueducation is genuinely for
broadening the base. joint secretary Talwindef 2" QV‘,’[ ItOT E.g's ?rt]e challenging the talag to dissolve marriagesfor the emancipation andit in the speech: “I will not life. .
In his key-note addressSingh Marwah, who was ﬁglprgflréaaelg Srtlsn% a|:oconstitutional validity of __ Calling for abolition of feSJOVatlon Off social rightstake lectures on foreign The profound effect this
the General Manager of thealso present at the pre%or?ect bL(];t it s)ﬂ[:)uld Ibe the"triple talag” in the Supreme {riple talag, Senior advocate?! sltatus o Womeinér_lt €policy from a Conservativewould have on communities,
IDBI for NE Region Mr V H conference maintained thag no Court told the Apex Court Ram Jethmalani has termegécu’ar ndian party who stood by andon skill levels and on
[ [ i ast resort for it involves a OUr: 10.C e JPeX -OUrt 4, “abh »environment! would not even imposeencouraging people to reach
Pandaya said that againshe accident took place b ot of expenditure that if triple talag mode of the practice as “abhorrent Si . ) pOse ( ging peop
J p : as it marks a distinction on__Since the practices dfsanctions on the apartheidheir potential cannot be

the national aggregate of Rschance, as the girl, age divorce was declared illegal, i "o , | ! €
29,000 crore sanctioned bybout five, tried to cross th dumga:hehgsst %%?py%r;?git would _amount Qtlo the ground of sex. Uipletalaq, ‘nikahhalalal government in South Africaunderestimated. ~ When

- o h ! - . ‘polygamy’ are : . o
the IDBI since its inception, i ; . Jethmalani has rightly held@nd ‘polyg in the 1980s as they shotabour talks policy, it is
Meghalaya accountedpfor ar,\?ﬁedthlgr aar;ll;/rry(.meAs\ljve has not rendered anydisregarding Allan S} that it does not give women3'9SS insult 19 dead children in the streets.tiniversally popular. In a

=T

benefit and utility to the directions and rewriting o . ; ;
paltry Rs. 40 crore forarrested, or the Maruti carkhasi race. Ins%/ead thethe Holy Quran to force €dual rights to divorce an%vr?’{‘ﬁé‘g%%‘?alag?a't’:]‘é)? ‘SjC Nor ~ can  the snap poll, 52 per cent
industrial ventures. was seized by police, bothCouncillors spent their time Muslims into committing no amount of advocacy ca Nianity of Muslim women onservatives claim to besupported railway
Reiterating IDBI's Mr Marwah and Mr Padh| in mud slinging, political Sin. or will save this sinful, thg A)I/NPLB has a stella'/the party of the armedrenationalisation, 71 per cent
commitment to extendexpressed their ignoranderivalry, politicél one- Stressing that personalrepugna”t practice whlcE 'Scrusader role to play f rforces in anything butsupported abolishing zero-
assistance to the State, Mabout it. upmanship etc., Thelaw provisions enjoyed contrary to the the emancipation of th rhetoric. There are 9,000-hours contracts — and so

plus homeless veterans othe list goes on. It's
the streets. It was undefCorbyn’s leadership that has
Labour that the Military got all of this popular policy
Covenant (a contracton the table — no-one else
between the forces and théad the will or ability to do
state) was introduced and iso. (IPA)

Pandaya said that a large Mr Padhi described the Synjuk ki Rangbah Shnongsanctity ~ under  the CO”.S“Ulﬂ'OF‘a' oo . Muslim women of th
cement project in East Garallegation as baseless angKSKRS) was also taken for Constitution's Article 25 "r']e o Justi N to o country.
Hills was under activesaid the rurmour spread Hya ride by the KHADC (right to profess and ! ag no law can a O.}N?W'he
consideration of the IDBI, a self-interest group walsauthorities at Polo Rally practice a religion of choice), EO ecofmﬁ aﬂ e>EWI§ aL_t ﬁ
Besides there was “goocnly to gain political capita| and the KSKRS was sunkthe AIMPLB said, "If such "% © th_e host paod ot Bandyopadhya
scope" for setting upout of it. and dissolved (subsumed)kasual denunciation of the!S th€ highest kind o Kolkata

Yours etc.,
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“A signature always reveals a man's

character - and sometimes even his
name.”

--- George Lichtenberg

Agitational Terrorism

Is Kashmir nearly lost?

which would dissipate
fast.
Clearly both the Centr
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Are we consuming poison?
FOR along time, farmers in Meghalaya have [

Vol No: LIX No. 273 Knots and crosses.
Everybody seems to be
busy playing this game

n it comes to Kashmir.packtracked from someattracting more and State appeals for cal
éﬁ]@ Centre and State havérucial points of agenda ofimpressionable andmust be strengthened wi
bolken  tied up in alliance like partial or aggrieved youngsters toa demonstrable capaci

actively using chemical fertilizers and pesticides, _
ypentangling the knots;complete revocation of theattack symbols of authority.for a political
%rtly succeeding and mosgiraconian Armed Forces Alas, we continue to treatconversation. It s

By Poonam | Kaushish

by-products of the Green Revolution which so
to increase the yield of food crops at a time Whgifihe time failing. For Special Power Act andKashmir as a real estatémperative New Delhi

India was facing food insecurity and had to imp@nioblems are not easy td e‘g"a' of Powerhprojel"ts Eroblem experimenting with comprehend that an
; : S. Despite theand reopening channels ovarious permutations andresponse should b
food grains at huge costs. The Green Revolutio ﬁ(ﬁg“tions being wiapped indialogue with Pakistan. combinations by wielding measured  and  nc

since been evaluated for its negative impacigrupy overtures WhiCh'B'AddFEO this Army Chief the big stick against trigger-disproportionate to thg
i ianti en lead to indigestion! Bipin Rawat’s statement happy militants. In the hopecause of action.

Agrlc_:u_ltural SCIentIStS_ have found. that many of HgRaising a moot point: Is that anyone who interferedthat it's policy of more of the  Efforts need to be mad
pesticides used during the period of the Greefsnmir nearly lost for With defense operationssame, more Rashtriya Riflesto take the administratio
Revolution (between the 60's to 90's) are highly toxXiglia? The portends over""ot‘.JIOI ble "edatt?]d as ary:n-more BSF, CRPF, morecloser to the people. Wor

. . he Jast six months, attackhational” an € securitymoney and material etcon development project
to humans. Even those peStICIdeS advertis Ctrﬁ#:e Pulwana Army baseforces would come downwould somehow yield should be intensified. Th
"green,” are not necessarily 100% safe. In 2

D@&ath sentence to ex-Indiaard on tﬂ_‘em- the lasth _

. . oo pRavy officer Kulbhushan Perceive this as the lasthowever being made to seehe youth needs to b

Researchers at Punjab Unl\{erSIty discovered hav, beheading of twoStraw wherein people havewhether the policy is gettingaddressed with newe
damage in 30 percent of Indian farmers who tregifan soldiers culminating 'ost faith in the political us anywhere. employment  avenue
plants with herbicides and pesticides. An additigrirathe murder of young 22-System a long time ago.  Think. We can keep thebeing made available. 4

o .| vear old, Lt Ummer Fayaz Undeniably, the failure to Jand, but how are we goingsenior Home Ministry|
study found heavy metals and pesticide chemical dﬁn to the situation fastcontrol the Pakistan-to keep the people? Prevensfficial averred: “It is vital

Many dividends. Little effort is, sense of alienation amorg,

and

NaMo needs to addressW

NDA’s 3Years

New India
emerging

By Shivaji Sarkar

rrr: Three years of NarendraLPG subsidies and 65 per
Modi Government is cent of the National Social
ychanging the economicAssistance Programme
paradigm. It is planning abenefits were transferred to
New India campaign tobank accounts.
continue beyond 2019. The MGNREGA too was
¥mantra is connectivity —given a new lease of life on
€connecting with  the account of  drought
tmarginalised and the poorconditions in many parts of
> through fast highways andthe country, and has
roads, cyber routes, JAM —ecently received a
ejan, dhan, aadhar and mobilsupplementary grant on
hfor transferring the mostaccount of the increased
Kcoveted cash ~ todemand in December. The
sprosperity. It is working Centre had released Rs
beyond economy with 55,076 crore for MGREGA —
"dividends at the political the highest allocation so far
evel as evidenced by thesince the programme was
Erecent Assembly and civiclaunched.
'body elections. While MGNREGA has
S The stress on often been criticized, it has
ndevelopment too hasnevertheless helped the
changed. Despite industryrural poor. It has aided them
and Investment orientation.,earn cash, something
tthe focus is moving towardselusive in remote areas. The
Sthe strengthening of themove has made many of
rural agro-based economythem buyers of goods. This
The ‘Make in India’ to ‘SKill js expected to prop up the
India” and ‘Stand Up India’ ryral market and gradually
are _creating gdd to the nation’s
entrepreneurship  while manufacturing growth.
r'trying to increase the size of The NDA has been
the market by including thetrying to project an image of
5 deprived and discarded intheing pro-farmer after the
the system. _ amended land Bill was
e Foreign Direct passed. In 2016, Modi
yInvestment (FDI) has risenghared his dream of
» from Rs 12,343 crore ($3083y9ypling farmers’ incomes
million) in 1998 to Rs 29 lakh by 2022. Apparently, during
| crore (846 billion). In 2013- the past over a ’year a
14, it was $24.3 billion. The hymper of schemes related
- FDI is flowing in services, 1o farmers have been
T, automobiles, |aunched, including
“pharmaceuticals and;rigation -- Pradhan Mantri
y construction development. i ichi Sinchayee Yojana;
The India story is, raditional bio-farming -

is
however, different from the Paramparagat Krishi Vikas
Yojana; Pradhan Mantri

global scenario. Global
asal Bima Yojana, Soil

hflows of FDI fell 13 per cent
L in 2016 to an estimated $1.5 ealth Card and National
griculture Market (e-

" trillion as global economic
growth remained weak an NAM
Eworld trade volumes posted Th)é schemes are making
jeanemic gains, according 1510w but steady changes
the latest UNCTAD Global and are integrating the rural

Investment Trends Monitor. .
This possibly demonstrateaSrms to the national market

r

a scenario of an emergin “ba' '”hs?vlmedﬁrea%'ndUtt%f
einterest in India and - 2desh, Madhya Fradesh,
- business confidence. Rajasthan and West Bengal,

¢ The UNCTAD said India the farmers are now getting

stood as the 10th mostbetter market for their
attractive destination in theproduce. The e-NAM that

orld for FEDIs. In was introduced first in MP
comparison, China andhas come to help the

SBrazil received $139 billion [@/mers through a unified
Nand $50 billion FDI inflows Market, though still in many

respectively during 2016.€2S€s it is just the

on 9 April. Alongside, lack |ike J&K.
19f any forward movement
Fon the

they can be_ dispersed withyt aith and try to conneg
V2 Moreover, the Centre Pellets but if the State anqitn  Kashmiris. The
- political front has has not learnt any lessongnainstream politicians dogestion he needs t
;not only left the people from the violence in the Not speak to them, if theirync\ver: Does he have t
gqdejected but has also raiseqalley overdecades. ifnes arguments are not hearcEolitical will to cut through
ethe alienation to its highestout ~ of number, the Sympathetically andihe welter of vested
evel. More so, after the Administration’s tough iron countered patiently therej iarests  that  arre
ehbooba Mufti led PDP- hand tactics has fueledc@n be no calm, only ay noseful action? -—----
BJP coalition seems to havexnother cycle of protests,Mirage that all will be well |\a

drinking water. These substances are harmful anthg rock bottom; worse Spirsorﬁ?ﬁ thm,C\J/lehb rebStSnn?lcenfts c%ught |I<r}| tC?iSthe State Governmen

; the nineties. Make ngPartly wi e Mehbooba conflict from being killed? tackles these problem

can cause serious health problems. Some of Hmls Ske, it's a war-like Government as  theThe crux? While not a fewimmediately, Until the

problems may occur because farmers do not Kngiyation. divergent coalition partnerskashmiri seeks exclusionpeople are with you

how to handle and dispose of toxic chemicals|and/ndoubtedly the Valley PDP-BJP do not agree orfrom India, New Delhi insists nothing can make Kashm

has been restive for morow to deal with the stoneon inclusion leading to militancy free.”

the consequences of overuse and of not follo a year now. Ever sincéelters. While Mufti favours violence. No effort is made  The time has come fa

instructions. the killing of Burhan Wani, an accommodative line, theto instill a sense of securityModi to think “out of the

In Meghalaya, this Government had annou c%d.Ch.‘?‘”smatlc Hizbul box® and  addres

) ! ) Ujahideen militant - istKashmir’s olitical

five years ago that the state would go organic.|Buinmander. While Ul P.DP K Sl bee.n e Sepa.ratIStaspirations. The Fiocals a

there are steps to achieve that goal. How cangrgntually the protests Party, in sharp contrasttoits Saffron ally which "ionger enamoured

soil be detoxified? Have those steps been take Séﬁ?"ded’ anger persiste(toyts nationalism and muscular Hindutva. Itis promises of basics lik

: ' - - | 2rond the Kashmils, Who o 1ing towards the return of the Kashmiri  02ds.  electricity,

There is a strong lobby of companies selling fertilizéeg increasingly alienated 216 : : water. They need t

and pesticides which successive governments I‘(ﬁﬂ{é ;lndla and ,\foStE)atﬁ]q Pandits displaced since 1989, a steep uphill tasksecuritize their future

. . . . . the tactics New Delhi i 1< Simultaneously, New Delh

been doing business deals with. It is obvious thaéd to deal with their tosay the leastand possible only when the Valley's " 72 #70>0 BV ok

such deals also mean huge cuts going into the pa dP@a'tﬁC_?' ‘:_ema?‘t’hs’ creeping Islamisation is reversed. Consequently, knitted coherent securit

e . timarily, revocation or the ; i ili i i i ity i olicy. Tall talk is no

of politicians and technocrats. Hence going org E;gcpman Atmed Forces I this milieu, their alliance is an oddity in poticy. Tall tal tougH
does not make sense for such people. And rece mleycllar! Powier Act. governing a complex State like J&K. action.

Fi ith both the Centre . Time to give sharp teet
we heard farmers comp!alnlng that_because th_e hﬂ}@ State using theBJP hoots for tougheramong people. A viciousy o ami_?error |awg_ Th
been asked to go organic so their yield has dwingled2 rcion-package [neasuée.s- Yet both af?cwcle leading 10 only way forward is for ouf

i i i icqhip@dradigm to quell thetrapped in a quagmire ofdisillusionment and it ies to b
Does !t mean that farmers are aIrlgh'F with poiso Pﬁgismg by the Kashmiris knee-jerk reactions thanksalienation. True, the Centralzﬁgu!tipa%ilcégso fo D
the soil and human beings so long as it makes busifRS$rotest-killing-protest to a lack of vision to shapeand State Government ihadis. strike back an
sense for them? Don't farmers know that people em—::et ﬁontinubelsy forgettingtbegirlit'riij’lg”sszéking . g%\g%sﬁiﬁhgr? | Osuetpg:atihsrma"y the fight into the

T . o~ a € problem was no , ili ’ i
willing to pay more for Orgamc‘?‘"y certified prOdue(U?reated in a day and nor willwould not be long before theleaders to dissuade younq;.;llzgtr:ﬁ effgci{cgli. Itl?s
Another danger to our collective health comes ffanand by applying the ba|mmheredn_t _ Iéieologlcil Klalshmlrlsf IIfrom striet not enough to assert “
i i _ opulism and gimmicks contradictions between theviolence, fully aware that ;
the (?hemlcal preservatives used tO. pre,serv ﬁé%xtract an extra mile.ruling partners comes to thethis cycle of violence cannotg?]\/: r?;ghttoagiipr?;;(:tlﬁé
coming from Andhra Pradesh which includ@gver mind if in the processfore. The PDP has alwaysbe broken by brute force.Jower
formalin. Also the different hormones pushed into ig]]@eates more problemsbeen a soft pro-separatisiVorse, even after three™ .\

; ' it solves! party, in sharp contrast todecades New Delhi has | political .
and chicken are health hazards. Isn't it the role 0 ngiy, the its Saffron ally which touts failed in evolving a military g%iiaﬁ’%'rféczécifi?;?gﬁ
food inspectors to take samples from the market adchinistration  failed nationalism and muscular?'OCt”f_‘edtoI deter Pakistan . with the mainstrear

) ; : iserably in controlling Hindutva. It is working from indulging in cross . .o . Mak
get them tested? Is it also not the b_”ef__Of tw at is essentially political towards the return of theborder terrorism and nor ha gr:elg;agt?emptioeins?”
government to safeguard the health of its citizemsabilization and winning Kashmiri Pandits displaceda macho-muscular foreign
Can this be an election agenda? the hearts and mlnq of thesince 1989, a steep uphillPolicy got New Delhi far,. people, take the bull by th
- | people. How bad things aretask to say the least andG What tnexg? t ThlS? horns and address t
LCK and hostility was could bevalley’s creeping that when young chlldren(ﬁght to self-determinatio
: — - gauged from the_7.%]5 geﬂslamisation is reversed.ang _Wgr7|1en_h|ttthe Strﬁ.ewand embark on a new trac|
_ cent voter turnout in the by-Consequently, in this milieu, @8N0 INAUIge 1N SONE-PEIING  Tha time is ripe to he
Mahanta Jam_lr to discuss polls for the Srinagar their alliance is an oddity in and violence they represent, ,,nqs. Thep
border issue
Assam Chief Minister Mr here. The sources said t
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta hasmessage confirming th
accepted the invitation ofacceptance of the invitatio
his Nagaland counterparthad been received from M
Mr S C Jamir to hold talks atMahanta who suggeste
the Chief Ministers' Level April 27 as the possible dat
on the border disputeand Guwahati as the ven
between the two statesfor venue for the propose
according to official sourcestalks.
The tr|p|e ta|aq and hence it is a sin. Byexistence. North Korea, Our peaceful existencefailed attacks on us by thesaVe
. merely pronouncing triple which is a major threat toon earth is now literally strays. It's more of astreet lights in ou
ISsue talaq through social mediaSouth Korea and Japan, hahanging on the whims of amomentary concern, a toucHocalities. It is tragic tha

or through any other formnow become a globalfew egoistic and crazyand go for most of thedespite our best efforts

is more sinful because theconcern. Its reckless andeaders.
Triple Talaq has beenMan violates the sanctity ofrepeated launching — of
misused and abused for 5narriage and dehumanize@&_\”lstlc missiles f_|IIed us all
long time in India and th® woman. What type ofwith apprehensions of an
elsewhere in the world,'eligious teaching is this? Im?ln?ntth_thlgﬂ Wgrld V’\\/lart-h
; i Yours etc., ust this sunday Nor
fancies of Nusii relgiovs. Philip Marweifi, Korea fired yet another . =
heads. This has to be Shillong. large-sized, heavy nuclear C|\/|C
abolished because warhead that flew 700 kms

t of Triol into the far sea. Its supreme
pronouncement ot 1ripie leader Kim Jong-un knows

locality folks.
Yours etc.,  As aresponsible citizen ofget these basic needs.

SalilGewali the state and the country, ihave been living a ver
Shillong -2

Unattended
problems

Editor,

how this concerns ourbecause outsiders ha
immediate environment andliterally stopped coming t
identify areas where we need@ur locality. And we
improvement. Our beautiful residents spend sleepl
locality is literally pock- nights because of t

marked with dog excreta, soconstant howling an

Editor, dighting between

| have been a resident ofnuch so that we have to b

Fear of third

aith and hope in the

_ ! v - ; Prime
Parliamentary constituencygoverning a complex State@ Political opinion. Certainly, \jinister must take the leap

desperately negdV

we haven't been able lo;

is essential that | bring to youisolated life for a long time

the

| The US remained the topbeginningd. i< the |
source of FDI inflows in __ Néw India is the largest

2016 at $385 billion. The Wall Producer, consumer and
Street Journal €xporter of spices and spice

observes:*Most  major Products. India’s fruit
indicators suggest India’sProduction has grown faster
economy is in better shapghan vegetables, making it
now than it was before Primeth® second largest fruit
Minister Narendra Modi Producer in the world. Its

took office comparing the horticulture —output, is
figures of 2014 and 2016”. €stimated to be 287.3 million

In April, Wendy Cutler, tonnes (MT) in 2016-17 after

Orepresentative in the Obamat ranks third in farm and
eadministration,  stated:agriculture outputs.
“With the young skilled Agricultural export
i workforce, India’s growth constitutes 10 per cent of
trate is going to surpassthe country’s exports and is
China for the coming years,the fourth-largest exported
as well as the marketprincipal commodity. The
opening and deregulationdgro industry in India is
undertaken by Primedivided into several sub
Minister Narendra Modi, segments such as canned
il make this a really dairy, processed, frozen
important destination for food to fisheries, meat,
foreign investment”. poultry, and food grains.

The different strokes It is also stated that
'given to the economy andcontrary to perception,
rying to create a new visionfarmers are into digital
& making some impact. Indiatransactions more than
Yis now gradually trying to many urbanites. They voice
unfold its powers in complaints about the digital
@ondescript destinations.connectivity in their areas
Despite many problems ofand particularly against the
demonetization and thepublic sector BSNL. Even
skarrowing time the citizenssome of the newly launched
cfaced, overall it created atelecoms are unable to
favourable opinion for anprovide the speed as
action-oriented and risk-promised.

talaq arbitrarily by Muslim no laws. He is headstron taking government  The digital connect that

married men on their wives is World war aﬁd recsklesg ‘Nuclear N%ng_lthe area around Circuiton a constant lookout as tdjo-?-gaay through thig Particularly among the Modi boasts of has to be

violation of womanhood, Profiferation laws’ are non. NOUSe point, Laban, for wellwhere we walk. The place hasesteemed daily, I wish focOmmoners. more effective than it is

violation and total disregard - ; - over 18 years and | amturned filthy and unhygienic. 4 I~ The appreciation of thebeing officially claimed. The
. g ) existent for him. With crazy o 0 locali draw the attention of those ;

of the sanctity of marriage, ~Editor, zest, he orders his meeicomPpelled to highlight our Our narrow locality streets /"5 S50 o0 (o (™ rupee by over Rs 4 fo Rs 6ne-India_concept gets

violation of the universal The heads of many bigs;pordinates perennial problem with strayare home to more than a

human rights and violationnations hardly fall in line. A pissiles.

to make

dogs and absence of streedozen stray dogs with a_. = =

of the fundamental rightssense of hostility and Now all eyes are on thelights; problems we haveconstant inflow of ne_werg;\r/;& 'Sj(ljlgs ;%ntggét
enshrined in the Indianenmity always haunts themysa which itself is Peen facing for some yearnes from other localities. <o’ and so too
Constitution. Why should So, ~each nation isdomineering. PresidentNoW. Drawing an analogy The birthing pattern of theseqy o ot jighting. If an
the Constitution allow theexpanding its nuclearponald Trump, who is Petween both these issuegitrays are exponential ang yiiqual or organisatio
Muslim husbands triple talagcapabilities --- some arereputed for being short-let meinform thatamin nothey attack us residents in, s to adopt the stra
and allow their wives to doing secretly while otherstempered, could take anyvay a dog hater, but rabidgroups whenever they feek,m the sreets, it woul
suffer the consequences®penly. Usually, the steps that might furtherstrays increasing like. Itis impossible to single- he 5 \velcome move. | als
This issue has come beforerinciple reasons for theprovoke Kim Jong. What €xponentially in our locality handedly banish them whilepope the local MLA take
the apex court many times irmutual uneasiness is duevill happen if “ego” is very worrying. Of equal they are in groups. Thingsgognizance of thes
the past but | do not“ego,” which often gives surpasses “good sense”zoncern is the lackadaisicaPecome worse duringproblems and
understand why there is avay to distrust. With the Kim Jong can go insane any@pproach of the locality €venings as our locality doessplutions. Before aspirin
delay in pronouncing help of advanced science weime and order for missile people towards thesenot have street lights on vastor a smart city label w
judgment and to ban it inhave made destructivestrikes against XYZ. What issues. There is no visiblestretches. With very _Sma”s_hould make it liveabl
India for good. It was weapons, but we have failedill happen if hot-tempered attempt to come up with anStreets, constant traffic andirst.

contended that by declaringo build trust, love and Donald Trump tries to action plan to combat thisinnumerable dogs on the
triple talaq as illegal it goesharmony among nationsmatch up with Kim’s nuisance. Rather there hav@rowl, it is very difficult to
against the Quran's teachingnd peoples for peaceful corecklessness? been multiple events ofeven walk safely after dusk.

Yours etc.,
Bipasha Bhattacharje
Via email

address these burni g

finds

%o a dollar is creating ahampered if the real speed
avourable investmentis less than what the farm
€climate. It is being seen as aector wants. In this New
Ssign of a resilient economy.India, farmers are no more
§his apart, now the symbols of deprivation and
International Monetary backwardness though they
Fund and ESCAP of the UNstill have to grapple with

fgree that it has little linkageeconomic issues.

dto export growth. India is changing indeed.
50 The stress is on making aNow no government can
difference to the lives of jgnore the farm or rural

elndia’s poor by changing thesector. In a short while, that
architecture  of inter- js where the happenings
ggovernment finances. It hasyould be, away from the

covered 84 schemes over 6%rban malls. The GDP may
ministries and departmentsyrow beyond projections.

till December 2016 andThe growth would be more
targets 536 schemes. Theervasive as signs of an

DBT is catching up. Over 50emerging New India are
per cent of allocation for perceptible. ---INFA
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“To be fond of learning is near to wisdom; tc
practice with vigor is near to benevolence
and to be conscious of shame is near to

fortitude. He who knows these three things
--- Faith Baldwin
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India-LankaTies

National, not state
subject

By S Saraswathi

Vol No: LIX No. 274

Congress in tatters

IT is evident that the 2018 election will not be sm
sailing for the Congress Party in Meghalaya. Alr
there are internal rumblings and open dissen
including by those who are part of the MUA
Government. Clearly there is also a strong a

After a long gap of 28
years, the visit of Indian
Prime Minister to Sri Lanka to pose as the champig
Qflan event bound to attracthe Northern Provinces,case of cross-borderof globalisation, free trade
q ional reaction as well asand as the largest ethniethnicity in the world. There investments and peag

bal attention. The visit is group in Eastern Provincesare several such cases alironically invoking the
iopg of India's mission to  The first Indian Prime over the world binding historic Panch Sheel - th
establish and promoteMinister to address apeople separated byfive principles of peacefu

utually beneficial gathering of tea plantationnational borders. Europeanco-existence declared b
rH[?Eit_ernational relations - anworkers, Modi labeled themcountries under refugeelndia and China over 5
ittm on top of the agenda ofindian-origin diaspora who influx, and the historic years ago.
incumbency factor. The National Peoples' Pathg NDA government. It haswere providing the bridge melting pot of multi-racial, Sri Lanka provides a
_ _ . immense significance forbetween India and Srimulti-religious, polyglot ideal naval base for an
(NPP) IS sendlng feelersto Congress dissident§ Wbt countries and forLanka. population of the United kind of operation in th
. . . ing peace and balance Friendship and States are bound to facéndian Ocean. This alon
nurse a strong grouse against Chief Minister M lﬁﬁﬁgs ?‘egion. cooperation between thenvery many problems of is sufficient for India to g

Sangma. The NPP would like to see a splinte redhe visit was arranged incannot begin or end withplural societies. People livingsmoothly with Sri Lank
. o . connection with the Unitedor depend on thein border regions in India -- even on long-pendin
Congress so that it capitalizes from that disafraytions Vesak Day -- thedemographic phenomenonPunjabis, Bengalese,issues like Katchatheev

. . . . to commemorate LordEthnic, cultural, linguistic Assamese, Kashmiris, etc.and  seek  solution
Since the NPP is Sha”ng power with the BJP @%dha‘s birth, and religious factors may-- have some specialcompatible with reality an
Centre and in Manipur it is only fair to expect th

htgplightenment, and passingiaturally be predominant inrelations with people acrosssafeguarding mutu
) away. The apparently non-shaping the attitudes ofinternational borders. interests.
would do the same in Meghalaya. But for now thelitical
acquired

purpose haspeople in the southernmost China always had an eye  Fishermen issue i
. . political parts of the country vis-a-on Sri Lanka for its location separate and is not real
NPP is more of a Garo-Hills based party. The pa, Ynificance in view of vis Sri Lanka. But, for the in the centre of the Indiana part of India's
has not made sincere efforts to expand its bassgéiyfral sticky problemsnation as a whole, whetheiOcean. Its interests are nointernational relations. It s
o _ _ ] between the two countriesit is sharing Brahmaputraconfined to developmenta complicated economi
the Khasi-Jaintia Hills although its President is froaffecting not only India's with China, or Indus with and trade. Along with India, issue involving laws of the
hi fth . d should k b national interests, but alsoPakistan, or Indian OceanChina has got the rights tosea and fishing rights. It i
this part of the region and shou now better. | 5 part of its internal Union- with Sri Lanka, State-level explore for oil and gas in theto be tackled as
The NPP visible nam re onlv thoseSsfte relations. problems, however, Gulf of Mannar in north-west livelihood problem an
€ $ two visible names are only thos %It may be recalled thatimportant, cannot be theSri Lanka. This has addressed as
Conrad and James Sangma. We hear of no pthveter Sri Lankan Presidentsole deciding factors inpractically given humanitarian question an
ahinda Rajapaksa oncdnternational relation while justification for semi- should not be allowed t
leader of stature from the Party. Hence the NFPEiiged: Al countries arethe views of affected statespermanent presence ofraise tempers and spo
more of a personality based Party. Earlier it rod fjgnds of Sri Lanka, butare taken into China in Sri Lanka. Chineseinternational relation
the huge popularity of late PA Sangma who w
political Colossus. Now that this tall leader is no

China used the occasio

India is Sri Lanka's relative". consideration. Hence, theengineers have built the portwhich have many othe
g ais literally true as Union government has aand oil bunkering/storagedimensions with vital
overwhelming majority of Sri very difficult job of facility in Hambantota in the national interests. Union
Qf&nkan population areprotecting the legitimate south-east coast of SriState relations within Indi

i i i hi L Witimately of Indian origin. interests specially affectingLanka. or emotional ethni
it remains to be seen if his wo sons can tak véer: 15 per cerdre Tamils. Tamil Nadu and Tamilians  China is in recent yearsattachments may be usef
Party to greater heights. New political alignmegntge Prime Minister made aand adopting at the sameaking special efforts to electoral issues, bu

. . . tactical reference during thistime a realistic foreign promote friendly ties with cannot and should n
which are anti-Congress are now emerging and{fi€ 1o the factthat Tamil policy in the region. countries around India asdictate India's Sri Lanka
i it li d du's unforgettable ChiefUnfortunately, regional part of its diplomacy. It policy. Sri Lanka's unity,

NPP aims to capitalize from the Congres hister MGR, was born in leaders in any State of Indisextended support to Srisovereignty, and integrit
predicament. By September this year we should3vd-anka. _ are unwilling to cultivate a Lanka in the United Nations as well as its stability an
. L - Any discussion on Indo- national outlook in foreign over the years on thedomestic peace are

able to decipher how many sitting MLAs will jumri Lankan relation theserelations. question of violation of important for India as fo

; ; - days is grabbed by¥amil Sri Lanka holds an human rights of Tamils - the Sri Lanka. India ha
fences and how many will remain Congress loyall du politicians to focus itimportant position in basic grievance of political cultural and linguistic tie
But politics is not a game of loyalty; not indefinite

lexclusively on the status ofindia's geo-strategicparties in Tamil Nadu. Sri dating back to sever

. amils and their future.interests. Its location,Lanka helped China to getcenturies with almost al

at least! There have been times when the Congresse are two groups ofpictured as a vanguard ofObserver status in SAARC,South and South Asia

; Tamils in Sri Lanka. One ispeninsular India and China reciprocated itcountries. Such ties ha

has been out of power and loyalists have stuck & gﬁa Lankan Tamils overseeing the Indianwith supporting Sri Lankan to take their place alon
only to reclaim their seats in the next elections.

Bamprising descendants ofOcean astride the sea laneslemand for a similar statuswith  economic  an
. | Tamils of the old Jaffnais one of the crucial pointsin the ASEAN. India's Sri strategic interests.

that was then when the leadership took responsip

for the electoral defeat and immediately did a co

Hilfygdom and the other isof  Indian  strategic Lankan relationship  Nevertheless, th

correction to recover lost ground. This does not seéhgurers sent to Sri Lankathe Indian Ocean are China's latest initiative to concern for safeguardin

in 19th and 20th centuriesextremely important for inaugurate the Belt andthe rights of Tamils in Sr

le@ng British  rule. South Asia as lifeline for Road Forum to construct aLanka and rights o

Party has not been able to face the moment of trigt dia after independenceenlarging its sphere offor all countries has of Tamil Nadu have t

) ) ~|'and those who remainednfluence in South Asia.immense significance bothaccept that internation

- that Rahul Gandhi has no leadership qualities amgte acquired Sri LankanBut, Sri Lanka cannot befor geo-politics and geo-relations cannot b
. . . itize
there is serious need for a leadership change! &@é@v

to take on the Nehru-Gandhi scion!. That's the fad&ikhe total population of  Ethnic affinities between and USA participated in the ~ (The writers is former

this island concentrated asfamils in Indiaand Tamils Forum. The proposedDirector, ICSSR, New

flaw of the Congress. overwhelming majority in in Sri Lanka are not any rarecorridor runs through the Delhi)

h%%ian Tamils who are planning. Sea Lines ofinevitably has to react toCentre seems to b
to be the case today. The Congress Party has
tﬁonsiderable number in thesupplies and trade. China-Pakistan Economiclndians over the Ocea
nship and came to beexpected to allay theeconomics. The Forum wasdetermined as a
no Congressman/woman worth their salt has th %%E%They constitute, as perits own nervousness duecountries. All neighbours of national and not Stat
TOTHE EDITOR

cendants of plantationCommunications (SLOC) in Chinese Sri Lankan policy. showing some genuin
on alosing spree in election after election but r group were repatriated China is engaged inCorridor (CPEC) and open itresources. Political leade
n as Sriankan Tamils. anxieties of India and forgetattended by around 30emotional issue. It is
census, 11.21 per certb the Tamil factor. India including Sri Lanka, subject.-INFA
Christianity Vitamin D

Mercy in the Church. | | must thank the Shillong media as to why the voters at the European Congre

Pak Occupied Kashmir

BJPs cow obsession is hurting India

Sangh Parivar
must learn
from China

By Amulya Ganguli

n
n

e lrrespective of whetherthe 21st century indicates
China's One-Belt-One-Roadthe prominence of

e(OBOR) initiative is aimed at antediluvian forces.

enhancing its economic and |t is not only what is
ymilitary clout, the fact is that eaten but also what is drunk

pit has enabled China townich tell a great deal about

move on from the chaoticg country because
days of the "let a hundredrestrictions of any kind are
flowers bloom" campaign out of sync with the
and the Cultural Revolutionpresent-day lifestyles
half a century ago to thewhere the emphasis is on
modern world. privacy and individualism.
The ideological tilt These are the two factors
towards establishing awhich are crucial in
pristine communist societydistinguishing the past
has been abandoned ifrom the present. In the days
favour of achieving its of yore, attitudes based on
opposite where "to get richpursuing lives which might
is glorious”, as the post-not conform to what is
_Mao messiah, Dengfavoured as the norm in
> Xiaoping, said, using ajoint families or in the
Yphrase  which  evenvillages were frowned upon.
capitalists will be wary of As is known, the elders of
» saying. The advancementhe khap panchayats with
“has ensured that Chinaheir medieval mindset
could host the Olympic represent this outlook.
5Games despite Its  However, the growing
unsatisfactory human rightsurbanization of the modern
record and emerge as aorld has led to the
country second only to thegbsolescence of out-
US in economic and military fashioned attitudes. For the

D prowess. _ success of a "new India",
il India, however, is in Prime Minister Narendra
seemingly moving Modi's words, it is

backwards. The .endeavouraqqperative, therefore, that
of the BJP and its brethrernthe constricting outlook
in the RSS-led Sangh Parivarelated to a mythical,
to replicate their religion-based concept of
interpretation of the life and ancient times is not allowed
times of ancient India haveto gain ground. If anything,
t
' China has succeeded in dispensing
with the constraints of communism
in order to ensure the flourishing
of private enterprise. As is widely
acknowledged, its growth as a
result of the shedding of the earlier
shackles has been phenomenal.
India, unfortunately, has been
hamstrung by at least two

impediments.

e

led to a turning back of thesuch a tunnel vision will
clock. The cow has becomeéhamper the advancement
the focal point of this towards what has been
backward march under thecalled a digital India.
ssaffron brotherhood. In no  China has succeeded in
other country is an animaldispensing  with  the
Iheld in so much reverenceconstraints of communism
that a death sentence for itsn order to ensure the
killers can be cheerily flourishing of private
pronounced by a chiefenterprise. As is widely
e minister, as Raman Singh dichcknowledged, its growth as
in Chhattisgarh. 3 result of the shedding of
It is not surprising, the earlier shackles has
therefore, that people havgyeen phenomenal. India,
been done_ to death for Whahnfortunately, has been
the worshippers of the COWhamstrung by at least two

have seen as mistreatment, e 4iments. The first and
of the animal. A truck driver foremost was the public

lost an eye because of alg 4y pased "mixed
s@ssault by cow wgﬂanteseconomy-- - or mixed-up

believe that God's messagdimesand congratulate H.H of Meghalaya have to on obesity,

and forglveneSS is full of mercy and Mohrmen for the article heavily depend on the def|C|ency supplementation 0
forgiveness. Again what if *Basis on which people above enticements. vitamin D can help in los
Editor, all Christian Churches doelect public Second: Please offer gyior of weight in cases o

obesity. For vitamin D, wi

Through this letter | want@Way with all punishmentrepresentatives’ (ST Maydetailed  suggestions/
have to maintain th

to remind every Christianand let the state and its|5, 2017) | firmly believe solutions (though some
and all Christian Churchedudiciary deal with that? that readers of the article arehave  already  been
that according to the Bible,What if Christian churchgsmade wiser this time roundindicated in the article) to
before Jesus was crucifiedconcentrate more on puttinghefore gpoing to vote. Thevoters as tohow to go

he and his twelve apostled00d on the table of the poorbasis on which voters inabout choosing their
had supper together. Hdhan condemning or judgingMeghalaya choose theircandidates in futuregoing out for office or other

broke bread and drank win@thers or punishing it'sMPs/MLAs/MDCs  as elections. Third: If possible, yorks people  apply 1 1€ other t
together with them. Judas, af@ithful for committing cited by Mohrmen is very which | think it is, please g,nscreen over the bard'@ving vitamin D are foo
i and supplements. Vitami

accountant of the team soldnistakes? ~ true indeed. It is on theform a powerful Social body parts which creates?™
Jesus in exchange for thirty The role of every religion basis of kinship ties, Network which  will Jpstruction in producing D is one of the fat-solubl
pieces of silver. During theShould ~not  be —aboutaccessibility, solidarity in undertake wide political yitamin D in the body. Vitamins. There are tw
last supper Jesus knew thgtonversion. Neither shouldtimes of joy and sorrows, awareness campaign injitamin D deficiency is YPeS of vitamin D - D
Judas was going to betra@ny religion boast aboutbeing member of the sameMeghalaya on the solepoxious for our body and @nd D3. Vitamin D2 come
and sell him but he stillltself. The purpose offajth (denomination) and issue of how to elect publichealth. Sunlight is the best{rom fortified foods, plan
shared the bread and wingeligion is to work for the same party affiliation, being representatives in the righthatural source of vitamin D ©°ds and vitamin D3 fro
with his betrayer. This clearlyPetterment of society byfrom the same village or way to Parliament, Stateang we are avoiding this to@"iMal foods like fatty fish
shows that Jesus forgavétrengthening the fraternalgeographical area; becauséegislative Assembly andprotect our skin from 09 liver oil, eggs an
Judas for his act of betrayaponds and promotinghe/she provides publicto the District Councils. tanning. We have to be
even before Judas could@€ace. Religion should notmovable and immovable Again,  in  this aware that not having
realise his mistake. inide h.umanity. Religious assets or articles, provides{;onnection’ | would appea|en0ugh vitamin D in our Pprtopello mushrooms et
Being a devout Christian'de°|09'es are meant tohard cash to individuals orto the NGOs which include body can cause rickets inV|'[am|n D supplements a
myself, | am not trying to c'€ate love and liquor or other material the different faith based & must as our body cann
object to the Christianunderst_anfjmg z_;md notgoods. The voters don'torganisations and theadults. Vitamin D plays anproduce it to adequa
tradition for | am not a Separatist ideologies. spare a thought on thetraditional institutions, to essential role in reducing
theologian. | just want to My apologies in casequality and capability of the help in educating the publich y p e r -te n'si o n
express my opinion and asi@nyone is hurt by this letter.candidates on the basis obn how to elect public atherosclerotic

In this era of online
shopping, people don't
have to go outside
frequently for domestic
needs. Things are easil
available online. But while

between 50-70 mg/ml an
an suggest
appropriate sunligh
exposure is the best w
The other two ways o

milk, cereals in breakfas

indoors most of the tim
should take vitamin O

heart

"What if?" What if all _ Yours efc., being good law makers orrepresentatives based oglisease, stroke, heart attack''04U9h Proper food o
Christian churches are Mickey M. |V|61lrW€"j~ on issues. Nothing of thatquality and capability asand even cancer. Vitamin pSupplements.

established and function Pyndengrei, Nongstoifi.sort has happened in thaaw makers in the deficiency results in skeletal ours etc.,
with one objective and that last 45 years. In this |egislative bodies and notdiseases, infections, Sanjukta Maiti
is the act of 'Mercy'? Pope What sort of connection, | just want to based on sectarian angnetabolic disorder and Shillong - 6

suggest three things toselfish extraneous more.
Mohrmen. First: Please giveconsiderations.
a detailed analysis both in
English and the vernacular
print media and other social

Francis the Roman Catholic
Church said how he wished

representatives
there was a church for the

I)
poor. He even announced dO we eleCt-
the year 2016 as the year of Editor,

. An(,j the mos Letters to the Editor must have the

important thing that young  full name, address and contact
Yours etc., people are obsessed with |number of the writer, even if they are

Philip Marweifi, obesity. According to| sentby email Only letters with the
Shillong-2. research findings presente_equisite details will be published.

optimal range somewhere

that

liver. Vegetarians can haye

levels. So people who work

since he had honked at conomy, as it was
cow. There has also been . !

least one case of the murde, erisively called - pursqed
of a person suspected o hy trlled %Ongress which
eating beef. None of this hag 'rottied the private sector,
enhanced India's status akesulting in the sluggish

a major regional power with indu ra:te of growth of 2-3

a firm commitment to the rule Pe" ¢€Nt.

of law and economic Although the country

progress. Instead, theVas able to break free of this

country may increasingly behidebound economic

seen as having boggedenviron_ment in 1991, it is
down in inessentials whenOW being hobbled by the

its focus should have beerHindutva lobby's love for

non growth and onthe cow and its culinary
education, especiallyfetishes, which can revive
science. the old images of a bucalic,

As may have beenbackward country of rope

expected, the issue of thdricks and snake-charmers.

cow has become allied tothe To ~ the saffron
question of nationalism. A brotherhood's objections to

Union minister loftily laid beef have been added the
down the rule that those whadreferences of a section of
want to eat beef can go tgpoliticians for prohibition,
Pakistan. Although thewhich have received a boost
‘concept of the holy cow hasfrom the ban on liquor
always been associated wittshops near the highways.
induism, it is a measure of The average citizen of
he country's diversity that"new India" has to
beef is widely eaten in stategindertake a tightrope walk,
like Kerala, West Bengal andtherefore, to avoid being
®in the north-east. Indeed, acaught on the wrong side
Hindu couple even of the law for eating
I petitioned the Bombay highsomething which is not
court to allow them to eatallowed or drinking where
beef since it is cheap anche shouldn't or reading a
nutritious. The court's viewbook which has been
was that the possession oproscribed. He also has to
beef, which has beenbe careful about courting a
brought into Maharashtragirl from another religious
from outside, is not a crime.community.Evidently, he is
The very fact that such aconstantly under the
clearance is needed in gvatchful eyes of Big
cosmopolitan metropolis inBrother. (IPA Service)

€




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, THURSDAYMAY

18, 2017 (SIX)

“Everyone is a genius at least once a

year; a real genius has his original ideas

closer together.”
--- Aristotle
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India boycotts OBOR meet!

Vol No: LIX No. 275

INDIA refused to take part in the One Belt Ong,

Road (OBOR) summit in Beijing. China organis
the summit to highlight the merits of the projec
part of globalisation. But India is well aware of
drawback. India has in any case reason to tg
negative attitude. China is opposed to India's &
to the Nuclear Suppliers Group, it's getting perma
membership of the UN Security Council and

Sanctions against the terrorist Masood Azhar.
Chinese tilt towards Pakistan against Indig
apparent. The Indian Ministry of External Affairs
fully alive to the inscrutability of Chinese negotiat
tactics in the last two to three decades. Beijing
to leverage its large size. OBOR as now struct
will provide business to Chinese banks and Chi
companies while putting competitors a
disadvantage.

The China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPE
has been projected by China's President, Xi Jing
as a main feature of OBOR. But its details have
been divulged. The information available is
reassuring. It involves large scale penetration
Pakistan's economy. Besides, it runs through
occupied Kashmir and India claims it to be par
its territory. Chinese enterprises will as a resu
CPEC dominate Pakistan's economy. That is
globalisation but a kind of neo- imperialism. The
administration has already condemned the sch
saying that it will foment Pakistan- based crg
border terrorism against India and in Afghanista
India has to be persuaded to fall in with the gr,

design of China, Beijing has to amicably settle

border dispute with Delhi and make OBOR mutu
advantageous.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989
12 bodo militants nabbed in
Shillong; arms , papers seized

Twelve suspected Bodoinating documents in Bod
Militants were arrested in alanguage and currencie
series of raids condut_:ted _b)emounting to some R
the Meghalaya police ing0,000from the suspect
various parts of Shillong onThree women have als

Saturday and Sunday.  peen for interrogation in thi

nabbed two Bodo activities At the time of going to
who were reportedly CaUthpress, raids are sti

Lee(gj;otiatiﬂsn:negrms c‘fg;ill?ncontinuing, and more ~ arre
Shillong. The activities, who are lilkey to be made. Th

were staying at a hotel i 'deerggtnys Orfa\sge gtrretzgte
the Police Bazar area, orP y

interrogation revealed theeStabl'Sheq fsenior Assan
location of other militant Police official arrived in
hideouts. In a subsequenphillong to assist in th
raid, police arrested four/Nterrogation in associatio
suspected extremists from avith the Meghalaya policg
residence in the polo groundt is yet to be establishe
area and seized Som@Vhether the militants ar
gelatine sticks and fuse wirdinked to any particula
for explosives. The policeextremist body that i

Corruption In Public Life

Politiclans must
alter outlook

was carried out with muc
ce again come into sharp fanfare was not reall
dglcus. Income tax raid on _ — successful in weeding o
Lalu Prasad's associatesgemanded Rs 500 croreshey charge big fees, similarlycorruption. The wholg
l aB| raid on p from him after the polls.  politicians have to spendsystem needs to Db
itghidambaram's son Karti The present scenario ofhuge money to win electiongeformed for which
and allegations of corruption in public life has and, as such, they have tpoliticians and  the
\k@m@uption by Arvind gained momentum. But it isrecover the money througtbureaucracy at top level
iriwal from his ex-minister surprising that there are nounethical means. Moreoverneed to show the way
rﬁ&e hit the headlines thissuch charges against théauge amount of funds areMore transparency i
neywmer season. WhileBJP and its leaders. Manyrequired to run the partyrequired in governmern
pposition may screamwould find it difficult to machinery and this moneyfunctioning and therg
J%olitical vendetta’, believe that persons likecomes from bribes,should be no attempt

Controversy
surrounding EVM
machines remains alive

By Yashwardhan Joshi

h Can the electronic votingprocesses. The CPI (M)
y machines (EVMs) becalled for independent
ittampered with and, thus,vetting of claims that
» manipulated to  win machines were secure and
eelections? The debate ovetamper proof.

the reliability of EVMsisfar ~ To quell doubts, the
from settled. Election Commission has
s, The massive defeat of thedecided to hold later this
.opposition parties, month a 'challenge' where
s especially Mayawati's BSP,political party
tat the hands of the BJP inrepresentatives and
> the recent Assemblytechnical experts will be
oelections in Uttar Pradeshgiven an opportunity over

Political corruption has

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

ThRvernment sends cleatnion Minister Nitin donations for favourshide anything from the has once again brought thea week to 10 days to
message that 'the day ofsadkari, Chief Ministers of extended, etc. Thispeople. issue into the limelight. After demonstrate how they can
Arckoning has come forMadhya Pradesh Shivrajjustification cannot be The  Government's Mayawati alleged that manipulate the EVMs used

many. Theyall will be Chauhan and Rajasthan'sotally ignored. However, theendeavour to ensure go
' ccountable.' Vasundhara Raje and someystem cannot be allowed tgovernance and
on Further, an aggressiveformer — ministers  of continue indefinitely. transparency has officially manipulate the results, theconcluded Assembly polls.
electronic media has beerKarnataka involved in At the same time, it maybeen taken as 'Social Audiflosers found a good reason But one cannot take
IN@S: these leaders on thdllegal mining among othersbe agreed that corruption irof Public Grievance & to justify their defeat. away politics out of political
Ragis of tapes in the case ofre ‘clean’ politicians aspublic life is not a modernCitizen's Charter' that has And when AAP suffered parties. Now there is a fight
Lalu, documents in case ofalleged  charges  ofphenomenon. It washecome mandatory on¢ea humiliating loss in the over the nomenclature of
RSt and allegations by corruption are against themprevalent in political andevery year for al| Delhi municipal polls, again the 'challenge’. AAP is

odEVMs used in the UP pollsby the EC, including those
totalwere rigged by the BJP toused in the recently-

=

pil  Mishra against t00. civic life of ancient Indiatooorganisations
ejriwal. There can be no There are reports thatas has been discussed byepartments of bot
two opinions that theseBJP has been instigatingkautilya in his Arthashastra.Central  and  state  The representatives of the political

governments that have
public interface. But mosgt
of these organisations are

:@ses need investigation.
~buat there should be no

pk'r[%:/—hunting.

The whole system needs to be reformed for parties who attended the special

hile the allegations F ey reluctant to face ah SesSSion as invitees were also
AQhinst Lalu of alleged which politicians and the bureaucracy at independent third part) _ _
niwestments i shell top |evels, need to show the way. More audit swayed by the live demonstration,
companies and benami ! As regards State

and doubted the infallibility of the
EC's EVMs. At an all party
meeting, convened by the EC, the
BSP, Lalu Prasad's RJD, Mamata
Bannerjee's Trinamool Congress
and Tamil Nadu-based PMK
demanded a return to the ballot
paper system. The rest of the
parties supported the use of EVMs.
In his support of EVMs, Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's JD
(V) recalled the widespread rigging
in Bihar in the times of ballot paper.

ikls worth over Rs 1000 transparency 1S required in government governments that receive
re, may not be too huge welfare funds fro

icult to believe, given the ~ functioning and there should be no attempt the Centre, no such soci
t®fipreme Court reopening . . audit has yet taken plag
nrebe against him in the tO hide anything from the people. except one in Andhra
t dder scam. Recently Pradesh on the MGNREGS
frytorts  of  political . . . a few years back. The
tronage too havejournalists and a section ofBut since Independence angeason for the reluctange
Lg§1erged against Lalu andhe powerful electronic specially in the last decadesf States is obviously due
%’ﬁéﬂder daughter, Mishamedia to highlight cases ofor so corruption has becomeo corruption and mis
arati, the latter havingcorruption against theira chronic feature of ourgovernance at  the
S§8trchased expensiveopponents. It is a well- public life. So much so thatpanchayat levels and the
property Patna atknown how at BJP'speople have started treatingenefits not reaching
r‘tr{ﬂ)\/\/av\/ay prices by behest, the past andtas a normal feature. Thexhose for whom they arg
amging and selling shares inpresent Lt. Governor ofno longer show righteousintended.
ubious companies. ADelhi had and is harassingndignation against corrupt |t is time that the
g%perty purchased for RsKejriwal since he assumedpractices, fight injustice orGovernment enforce sud
apg/ll crores a few years ag®ffice. Moreover, there areexpress shock when bigudit at all levels where the
iS said to fetch anythingallegations that BJP withscandals like 'Fairfax Deal'aam admi is concerned fc
around Rs 40 to Rs 50 crorethe help of Central AgustaWestland andensure how the
now. agencies is hell bent to'Bofors Pay-offs' are exposedadministrative machiner
While, the chargesbring corruption charges As such, it is indeedis operating and whether
against Karti are of seriousagainst him and destroyingfoolish to assume that thehey are following thei
nature, with alleged the AAP. But this is not to system would becomeobjectives/charter i
irregularities in FIPB say that the recent chargesorruption free. However, itcarrying out their work. |
approval of INX Media, in against Kejriwal need notis not intended to justifyis only documents thdt
the case of Kejriwal justbe investigated. But therecorruption as most leadergpeak and such analyticg
charges without anyshould be no bias. ~ have been found to amasgeports would reveal th
htangible proof cannot be Tall promises of making huge wealth and assetefficiency and credibility o :
Ldaken for granted. In Westpublic life corruption free within the five-year term of most organisations. to his form, saw an will demonstrate how an
<Bengal, Chief Minister are yet to fructify. In spite their election. The extent and Though the task of opportunity in taking up the EVM can be hacked; the EC
- Mamata Banerjee's imagg)f the Right to Informatlpn volume of corruption has tochecking corruption is cause and went ballistic. Herefuses to do so and would
Jhas taken a beating for(RTI) Act, social audit, be checked so that théndeed quite formidable, called a special session ofike to call it just an 'EVM
; scams against her party anhich has yet to becommon man is not undulythere has to be sincerehe Delhi Assembly where challenge’, maintaining that
arrest of her party leader inundertaken, and otherharassed and forced to pagttempts from top to thgits MLA Saurabh Bharadwajits stand alone machines
Lok Sabha and also anothemeasures to make theextra from his meagrebottom at reforming the gave a live demonstration ofwith a one-time
MP on charges of administrative machinery earnings. system to the extenthow an EVM can be hackedprogrammable chip cannot
Icorruption. It is said that hertransparent, the reality is Prime Minister Modi's possible. Moreover, thereto display votes in favour of be hacked.
Skider brother runs thethat precious little progresstall talk of transparency ancshould be devolution of @ particular candidate or It has agreed to hold all
EGovernment and accordinghas been made to cleansereeding out corruption frompower and responsibilities party. future elections with voting
1 to reports her brothers havéhe system. While thepublic life has remainedto curb the top-dow Only that the EVM was a machines attached with
€amassed huge moneycenter has sometimeshollow slogans. Previousapproach which has begrookalike EC machine paper trails. It will evolve an
through unethical means. shown sparks of goodgovernments also did noan important cause qgfassembled by Bharadwajappropriate framework for
Earlier, corruption casesgovernance, most Stateake any initiative in the growing corruption. But al| and his team. subjecting VVPAT slips of

in

I
at the hands of the BJP, itdnsisting that it should be
leader Arvind Kejriwal, true called 'hackathon' where it

U.

ewere reported againstgovernments are not free ofnatter. Thusthe presentsaid and done, a basic The Election EVMs up to a certain
NMayawati just before the UPcorruption. Bribe having to situation calls for seriouschange in humap Commission was notpercentage to counting. It
.polls. Lately, an expelledbe paid to get work done isintrospection and drawingbehaviour of our impressed and said thewas a demand made by

dGeneral Secretary playedi0 Secret. up an action plan to curbpoliticians and those i
eseven audio tapes at a media Political analysts are ofunethical practices to thepublic life is called for to
conference to prove BSPthe opinion that as doctorsmaximum extent possible. root out unethica
s chief's "lust for money". He have to struggle before One may mention herepractices that retar

n machine was a differentAAP and other parties such
gadget designed and mades the CPI and the National
to function in a tamperedConference that 25 per cent

d manner, anchence, has no of the total polling booths

recovered some incrim-operating in Assam.

alleged that Mayawati hadgetting established whenthat demonetisation whichdevelopment. ---INFA relevance. "Our EVMs arein a constituency be picked

technically secured andup and EVM counting

TO THE EDITOR

function under an elaborateresults there be tallied with
administrative and securitythe VVPAT slips to check

Safety belts

i due to unexpected hardmeaningless
Only at E)Olllce control of car while driving.
omnts!
p driver's own safety and that
Editor of his passengers. Fe

It is seen and witnesse
by majority on how drivers
in our state use the Safet}éafety belts are meant on
belt.  Whenever carsgor obed
especially local taxi and-,p ¢
tourist cab drivers, approac
the police check points an
when see a police patrol thg, ' se the sae. Anddrivers
drivers would pull over theirautomatically. use safet
safety belt and brace it oveg
their shoulder and lock it

driver. But in our state

rmality of being

What is the

Safety belts are meant todriving.
safeguard against accidentgnplementing rule on it is Shillong Traffic Police on few vehicles take this steepstop throwing garbagg

This is mandatory for the pecause second habit.

ience of traffic rules. outdated and unruly waysthe
rivers dislike the will help to educate peopleincomprehensible.

0
gquestioning on their neglectimprovement can be madearound Don Bosco Squarepveremphasized.

elts only on such points.and to improve things for vehicles from St. Mary'sthis issue at the earliest and-leanliness by throwin
point of using systematic and properend) is jammed till late revert

Thus, to draw the attention of thetraffic on this stretch as very view. Until and unless we protocol,” Chief Election the accuracy of the EVMs.
> Commissioner Nasim Zaidi There were some other
unlessreverting to the earlierclimb. Further, the stretch carelessly, the city will| said. demands as well such as
belts traffic arrangement aroundfrom St. Mary's School to never be clean. Man But that did not deter more time for viewing the
Don Bosco Square hasShillong College which is people even now would Delhi Deputy CM Manish VVPAT slip before it falls
Imparting information fallen on deaf ears. Perhapaow open from Don Bosco just throw the plastic bags Sisodia to claim that it wasinto the printer box.

Wand knowledge via different the Shillong Traffic Chief Square all day irrespectiveand packets carelessl|ypossible to hack an EVM inNormally a voter gets only

wearing safety

%ami.lies use safety beltsmedia and improvement ofthinks the current traffic of school hours is risky for after eating their f ood| less than 90 seconds, and@ seconds to view the
rovided in a car except thethe

and Then there are sellers whothat given an opportunity 10VVPAT slip. This is a good
their ~ wastg engineers associated withsuggestion which the

implementation of management works. Theschool children
, traffic rules and regulation stoic  silence of the motorists. Finally, the woes dump
IWwithout being corrupted by authorities concerned orof the commuters going wherever they wanf AAP will hack the EVMs of Election Commission in its
matter is from Laitumkhrah towards without caring. thel 12,000 polling booths of wisdom will go into. In its
In Khyndailad and places en-cleanliness of the city that Delhi in just three hours. argument, AAP has said
need not be provides them The representatives ofthat the BJP had rigged the
livelihoods. the political parties who elections by tampering with
at any time. There areUpland Road, a residential | appeal to the concerned _If we as citize.ns o atten_deq the special sessiothe EVMs, but it has
yalways ways and meansarea (thrown open forauthorities to kindly addressShillong can maintair} as invitees were alsoremained silent on how it
swayed by the live won 67 of the 70 seats in
demonstration, and doubtedelhi polls. In the meantime,

over the use of safety beltsaddition to the chaosroute

to the traffic all waste in the dustbin

Satfﬁ“t’h It hapf]ens esPefCia"%afety belts when driversliving. evening with vehicles andarrangement  prevalentand the sellers dump thethe infallibility of the EC's what will happen at the
otakirte of the ity 2= have” not  imbibed the Yours etc., causes regular bottleneckgarlier. garbage in specified EVMs. At an all party 'EVM challenge'if AAP fails
gus_ '[S 0 " etC| y "’lm ™ Omentality of safe driving? Jellingstar Lymba on Upland Road , Red Hill Yours etc., places, then  the meeting, convened by theto hack into the EC's EVM?
m%i%nr:a:égpi/s freaa:/reofsbenaﬁ For highway and long Shillong-9 Road and  Gordon.  Mohitosh Chakravarty, Municipality will be able| EC, the BSP, Lalu Prasad's In that scenario, AAP
and fine which happens ir¥Jl|stance drivers, safety belts Bhagyakul, New Colony Shillong -3. to clean the city better andRJD, Mamata Bannerjee'shas said it will humbly say

many instances due tod
neglect of traffic rules an
forget to put it on, as
majority of drivers are not

accustomed to it. Besides

injury). It has also become

imposing rules with Safetyfradition and safety habit for

ive them assurance thatTrgffic chaos at

gspeed will not push or dash
a driver to the wind shield
or sides (that can cause

without facing any
hardship. Then someda

Trinamool Congress andsorry. That's it. The matter

Nongkynrih j i ° - .
and Nongkynrih junction, yTamil Nadu-based PMK will end there. But it won't.

compounded by a dozen

Why blame

: . Shillong will also be ong demanded a return to theThe topic will keep on
Don Bosco Rlllj-ls-essﬁillﬁrr'% tt%r%ﬂgggp Sh|||0ng of the cleanest cities of ballot paper system. The restrending. Because the loser
a Square! the ’day. Moreover. Jacob's India. That will happen of the parties supported thewill then find fault with

Mun|C|pal|ty7 only if we can change our use of EVMSs. In his supportVVPAT There is no end to

Editor, Ladder was converted to a

belts in the city where trafficSome and in other parts of My |etter captioned motorable road at the Editor, attitudes. Ic\)/lf' _EVM;_,. EiEar C'hieg) it. The matter will come to a

is high makes it uneasy fothe state. The Traffic "Bjzarre traffic routes,” expense of the public A few days ago in a poll Rea?((grurssﬁitsch,f (d)r]lrset?;;nelctjlsthe \l;vrigzrssr‘éadf#gcfjssy Zggn%rwllevghgg

many drivers thatb there ar@ep%rtme][]tt needsI t0Angela Lyngdoh's letter exchequer to enableconducted by "The Shillong Kharkrangc figging in Bihar in the t?mes this fact: One shouldgbe
rovide safety manuals an i "“Traffi i i imes" 799 : _ ;

those who do not obey the® Y deaptioned "Traffic woes in smooth flow of traffic from Times" 79% of the people Shillong,- 9| of ballot paper. But like the graceful in defeat.

safety belt rule. The fact isto outline general awarenesshillong",and Dominic S Laitumkhrah
that as soon as the cabef the need and importancewankhar's letter captionedkhyndailad (Police Bazaar)the Municipal Board for( Lesers to the Editor must have the

crossed the police points th@f safety belts. The task i

safety belt is taken off andnot easy when the generaplans,"

hangs unused by the drivergopulation is

side.

1l : not February 18, April 19 and conversion
conditioned to think of safe May 13, 2017 respectively defeated by

towards agreed that it is the fault of

rest, it also demanded EVMs  Yashwardhan Joshi is a
with voter verifiable paper Journalist of long standing
audit trails (VVPAT) and and commentator on issues
more scrutiny of election of Administration and
and post-election Social Issues. [IFS]

S"Unimaginative traffic & other places en-route.Shillong getting a low ran
published on The very purpose of suchin the "Swacch|number of the writer, even if they are
has beenSarvekshan.." | for once sentby email. Only letters with the

reversinghave to disagree with thi requisite details will be published.

full name, address and contact




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

(SIX)

“But grief makes a monster out of us
sometimes and sometimes you say and do
things to the people you love that you
can'’t forgive yourself for.”

--- Melina Marchetta
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Demise of a conscientious minister

ON May 17, Union Minister for Environment, Anil
Dave was hearing petitions from groups opposed to

the commercial use of genetically modified (GM)

mustard seeds. Dave had assured the delegation that
their grievances would be addressed in the right spirit.

Before that, on May 11, the Genetic Engineering

Appraisal Committee which evaluates genetically
modified crops had cleared the use of GM mustard

on a commercial scale. In the early hours of May

18, the quiet and unobtrusive Anil Dave passed away
after battling lung cancer. It is a telling account of his

hard work that up to the last hour, Dave worked for

the country. Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted
that Dave was with him until very late on May 17,

discussing key issues relating to the Environment

Ministry. Obviously the issue of GM mustard must
have figured in the discussion as it would mean either

a rollback on the earlier decision or adamantly

pushing through the decision taken on May 11. Anil
Dave is along time RRS worker who mobilized door

to door election campaign in Madhya Pradesh. Itis

learnt that Dave was battling lung cancer. It is indeed
rare to find a Minister who literally worked until his
last breath. It's a model that the Ministers in the NDA
Government led by the prime Minister have followed.

Itremains to be seen whether the new Environment

Minister will give in to the clamour of the anti-GM

mustard groups. Those who are protesting have
genuine concern. GM crops make farmers dependent

on seeds sold by multinational companies. Besides

GM crops are prone to being attacked by pests and
non-resilient to the vagaries of climate. Indigenous

seeds are known to be much more resilient to pests

and adapt better to varying temperatures which
accompany climate change. While India struggles

to meet the food security needs of its burgeoning

population by going for high yielding variety of crops
including GM crops it is also important for its scientific

community to sit back and review the bigger

problems that would arise from promoting GM crops.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

Return of Medieval autocracy

From what I have come
toknow of the book of
thisprose stylist, who hit
thefirmament of frame
overnightfor his Midnight's
Children Ido not think he is
abovereproach. It
betraysintellectual
scheming fromcommercial

aggrandizement.He  has
allowed himself to
beexploited by the
promotionallust of the

Westernpublishers. He has
lent hisMuslim identity to
impartcredibility to a
slanderouswork, which
clearly violatesthe religious
sensibility of acommunity
scattered all overthe planet.

His modernallegory is too
transparent tomystify his
motivation.Now he stands
sentencedto death by a
hired killer,called upon to do
so far afancy price. You may
call it ahangman's fee If this
can bedone for religious
sacrilege,it can also be done
for a sociopolitical offence
withimpunity. It seems the
globalautocrat's judgement
is finaland that his wits runs
acrossall continents. By one
suchsentence the
territorialintegrity of all
nations hasbeen challenged
andfrontiers running
betweenthe states seem to
havevanished.

Quest for a Smart City in
an Unsmart Milieu

Meghalaya's Urban
Affairs Minister is frustrated
that Shillong has repeatedly
failed to make it to the list of
Smart Cities. To win the
Smarty  City  project
Meghalaya has to raise 50%
of the project cost through
external borrowings and
investments which the State
Government claims is
beyond its capacity. Since
2016, states of the North
East have been asking the
Centre to relax the funding
pattern and resort to the
90:10 mode of funding but
the Ministry has been
adamant. And rightly so! For
too long the seven states
have got away with poor
implementation of projects
funded by an indulgent
Centre. On their part the
states have been lax in book
keeping; often unable to
account for money spent.
When such financial
misconducts are pointed
out by the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) the
Government takes its own
time to fix the leaks by
cooking the books.

The Modi Government
has got wise to this wastrel
nature of the states and the
fact that those who run the
Government (politicians,
bureaucrats and
technocrats) have actually
been the biggest
beneficiaries of central dole.
We can begin by counting
the mansions in and around
Shillong, Tura, Jowai etc, for
starters! A smart prime
minister is unlikely to allow
unsmart models of
governance to continue.
Let's also not forget that the
unique selling point (USP)
of the NDA Government is
to reach the target
beneficiaries who have been
excluded by economic
models of the past. We may
crib all we want about Prime
Minister Modi, but today
the hoi-polloi knows that it
is getting a share of the
economic benefits by way of
subsidies that come directly
to their bank accounts. This
is something previous
governments have not
attempted for obvious
reasons. Hence a big chunk
of subsidies actually
reached the pockets of
those in the government.

Coming to the Smart City
project, the prime
requirement for such a
Project is an engaged, active
citizenry which not only
identifies problems but gets
its act together to try and
solve them. In Shillong the
citizenry is in fact the
problem. It is the citizen who
dumps garbage everywhere,
including hurling them out
of passing vehicles. Garbage
dumps sprout out
everywhere.

In developed countries,
civic engagement is part of
the ethos of higher
education. Here higher
education is completely
disengaged from the legions

of problem that beset the

By Patricia Mukhim

city. Active citizenship
implies a scholarship that
is linked to service and not
an education system
whose beneficiaries
(scholarship takers) are
only interested in degrees
and self-promotion. Do we
ever hear of university
students interning with the
Shillong Municipal Board
to help understand its key
problems and advocate
viable solutions? Isn't that
what universities are meant
to engage with? What
practical skills do the
students passing out of
universities actually have,
except for the thesis they
produce to get their
Master's degree? Often the
thesis is hardly of any use
in the real world.

It would be pertinent to
find out why Shillong has
consistently lost the race
for the Smart City Project.
Firstly, the  project
envisages external
resource  mobilization
which means approaching
international lending
agencies and investments
by the private sector in
providing basic services
such as water supply and
sanitation, urban transport
and housing. The Union
Government is pumping in
Rs one lakh crore for Smart
City projects across the
country but that funding as
stated earlier covers only
50% of the project cost.
States must mobilize the
other half. The objective of
the Smart Cities Mission is
to provide core
infrastructure and give
citizens a decent quality of
life and a clean and
sustainable environment
through the application of
‘Smart' Solutions.

The core infrastructure
elements in a smart city
include ten key points: (1)
adequate water supply (ii)
assured electricity supply
(iii) sanitation, including
solid waste management
(iv) efficient urban mobility
and public transport (v)
affordable housing,
especially for the poor (vi)
robust IT connectivity and
digitalization (vii) good
governance, especially e-
Governance and citizen
participation (viii)
sustainable environment
(ix) safety and security of
citizens, particularly
women, children and the
elderly (x) health and
education.

The idea of a Smart City
is to connect the different
resources of a city to each
other by utilizing advanced
Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT) and
Internet of Things (IoT).
This means deployment of
applications that monitor,
manage, and control
connected devices, remote
data collection from

connected devices and
independent and secure
connectivity between
devices.

A  Smart City also
envisages a few SMART
Essentials such as (a) Smart
Energy which means an
uninterrupted power supply
and an insight into the over-
all power consumption by
different institutions and
buildings to reduce energy
consumption. This is done
by integrating technology
with energy to optimize
power production, improve
grid management and
providing effective
distribution of energy.

(b) Smart Transportation
by using technology to
reduce traffic jams and
pollution and facilitate easy
movement of goods and
people and reducing road
accidents.

© Smart Data which is
collection and collating the
massive data related to
various amenities used by
the population. That data is
then quickly analyzed to
provide useful customer
insights. Such data is put on
an online portal to be used
to predict future patterns and
direction in which the city is
moving.

(d) Device Connectivity
is the use of IoT devices.
Sensors embedded into [oT
devices collect useful data
that can be analyzed to gain
relevant insights. With the
support of IoT, complex city
systems can exchange and
manage the information
quickly in real-time.
Integration of data analytics
with the system enables
minimization of unintended
consequences and
accidents.

(e) Smart Mobility means
quick and easy movement
and not raging inside a
vehicle that refuses to move
because of a traffic jam,
which is what our lives are
today. In a Smart City data
should move seamlessly
amongst several
administrative and municipal
systems. This free data
movement raises levels of
security, intellectual
property, and privacy issues
hence governments and
enterprises would need to
adopt revolutionary trends
to plan out their legal
technology needs and
public policy. As of today we
are at the bottom of the heap
as far as connectivity is
concerned. Shillong is too
pathetic to be called Smart.
And the recent attack by
RansomWare should alert us
that SMART also means
being one up on cyber crime
which we are not at the
moment.

(f) Smart Infrastructure
means using data analytics
for better planning so as to
prevent health issues due to
water through real-time
testing of lead content in the

water supply. Citizens of
Shillong are unsure of their
water quality. A check
might reveal what we fear
the most - fecal matter in
our water, apart from lead
and other heavy metals.

(g) Smart parking as
part of the package
enables the city to earn
higher profits by utilizing
the same parking space
frequently. The spaces can
be utilized up to their
fullest capacity to raise
revenue.

(h) Smart Waste
Management is an area we
are zero at. Smart Cities are
meant to implement smart

waste management
solutions to reduce
costing by installing

sensors inside the bins.
This helps to monitor the
level of trash in each bin.
Bins are emptied only
when they are full. So,
there is no need to follow
any standardized process
to collect the waste from
bins frequently. When the
bins are full, the respective
department is notified
through the sensors.
Waste collecting trucks
can then empty the bins.
This project reduces the
number of waste
collecting vehicles on the
streets. It obviously
reduces the traffic and fuel
cost.

(i) Smart Lighting is
intended to reduce
electricity consumption
using smart lighting
technology. Intelligent
lighting control can dim
the lights on streets where
traffic and pedestrian
movement is low. Such
smart lighting systems are
equipped with central
management software that
tracks usage and leads to
maintenance efficiency.

Smart Cities rely heavily
on technology for their
management. That is why
Shillong fails to qualify on
any of the parameters.
Moreover we need an
elected Municipal Board
that can be held
accountable on all fronts.
By hanging on to
traditional systems of
governance and resisting
elections we disqualify
ourselves. On  what
arguments therefore is our
Minister and his
Department presenting to
the Ministry of Urban
Development (MoUD) in
Delhi? Can we please have
a look at the boxes that
have been ticked in the
presentation before the
Ministry, so that we can
live up to those tick marks?

Let's not forget that
two of our well known
rivers are polluted beyond
recognition and we
haven't been able to lift a
finger to restore them. So
let's forget the SMART
CITY quest for now. An
unsmart citizenry is unfit
for a Smart City.

TOTHE EDITOR

He came, he
sang, and
walked off on
time

Editor,

Bihu is a means of
entertainment  through
music and dance and
undoubtedly is the cultural
lifeline of the Assamese.
The agrarian festival is
today being hijacked by the
urban community. Now
they have begun to
organize Bihu on a large
scale calling it ‘Stage Bihu’.
But here again the question
arises; are we celebrating
the festival in the right
spirit? The tussle between
the organisers and the
artistes is the order of the
day. Concerned citizens
often complain of late night
celebration and the loud
decibel which crosses the
threshold. Although the
month long celebration is
famous for mass audience,
there are people who feel
uncomfortable on the other
side of the fence. We

support a healthy culture
that recognizes and values
communities. Untoward
incidents in the aftermath
of late night events are a
cause of concern. We live
in a civilized society and
should do things in the
right way and enjoy a
festival by connecting
people in the right manner.
Do we follow the Supreme
Court order that decibel
levels must be reduced to
45 dB after 10 pm? There is
no ethics in spending a
night out by disturbing
others. Everybody is
entitled to enjoy their
natural right of sleeping in
a peaceful atmosphere. The
Garba - the nine day festival
in Mumbai, is allowed to
play the loudspeakers for
just two days only up to 10
pm with a limit of 55 dB.
Even small organisers that
don't use loudspeakers are
prohibited to stay open
until midnight. Justin
Bieber, the Canadian singer
came; he sang and he
wound up the show on time
in Mumbai recently. No
matter how much his crazy

fans insisted that he sing
another hit, Bieber refused.
He had a Purpose and sang
for a Purpose and walked off
the stage sharp at 9.50 pm.
Yours etc.,

Kamal Baruah,

Viaemail

Whats in store
for Meghalaya.

Editor,
The 2018 Assembly
elections are fast
approaching and
arrangements to meet this
political event are beginning,
for good or for worse, to take
shape. Political alignments;
realignments; handshakes

closely  followed by
backstabs; FIRs and counter
FIRs; accusations and

brickbats side by side with
accolades and rave reviews
are now the order of the day.
In the shadows, serious side
events, deliberations and
discussions are also taking
place usually illustrated by
hectic and  desperate
manoeuvrings for pocket
constituencies; applications

for party tickets; by
promises and denials for
the same. In Meghalaya all
the above are usually
decided by a common

flavour. A common
denominator called
money!

Money decides who is
given a ticket and who will
contest from where.
Availability of lush funds
determines the type and
scale of the campaign for
each candidate. The
enthusiasm of party
workers and the zeal of
campaign volunteers all
depend on how much one
is capable of paying for
such services. Money
spent on each vote finally
decides the outcome of the
polls. Most important, the
ability of a person to
financially support the
campaign of any
candidate, makes such a
person a king maker.
Business men in the past
use to finance politicians
to be reciprocated with
political patronage for
such electoral
philanthropy. That is until

business men decided to
contest elections themselves.
Exit the political statesman.
Enter the political
businessman. Welcome
Money - the game changer!

A strong political rumour
is currently circulating. It
involves four brothers, two
on each side. On one side are
two siblings, educated,
suave and articulate, with a
lot of political goodwill on
their side from their
respective community. On the
other side are the next two
brothers, filthy rich, boorish,
uncouth and arrogant to
boot. They have no goodwill
except that they are able to
buy their way through. They
owe their political clout
because of the money they
could throw around. For
them political power is simply
a platform for promotion of
their business interests. Now
there has been a tie up
between the two sets of
brothers. The rich guys are
investing 40 crores in 20
constituencies  for 20
candidates in the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills for a particular
party. For this act of

patronage one of the rich
brothers, barely educated,
has been promised the
CMs chair.

This move in turn will
be supported by a national
party with aspirations for
a toe hold in these hills .
The assurance of massive
future fund flow to the
state has been given. The
moves have nothing to do
with the development of
Meghalaya and its people.
The intention is to grab
power to promote self
interest. The objective is
very simple. The objective
is to loot the state, from a
position of power, of its
resources for the next five
years. If there is any truth
in the above rumours, then
Meghalaya is in for big big
trouble. Drastic changes
will take place, but in the
end we all get the leaders
and the Govt we deserve.
If the electorate will vote
for money it might just
end up with a change for
the worse.

Yours etc.,
SN Lyngdoh,
Viaemail

Political
elicacies

By Rahil Nora Chopra

Pranab Mukherjee
emerging as

consensus candidate

With Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar putting
forward Pranab Mukherjee’s
name.for a second term,
speculation has begun in
right earnest about the
possibility of the incumbent
President emerging as a
consensus candidate.
Nitish Kumar’s strategy of
suggesting Pranab’s name is
seen as a bid to put pressure
on Modi, who has on
several occasions in the past
three years expressed
appreciation for Pranab’s
‘remarkable contributions’.
The BJP think-tank is also
said to be in favour of a
second term as it thinks it
would help the party in the
2019 Lok Sabha and later
assembly elections in
Bengal and Orissa. With
RSS leader Mohan Bhagwat
frequently meeting Pranab
Mukherjee in Rashtrapati
Bhawan, the buzz has
become even stronger that.
Pranab would be most
acceptable to Congress
while Mamata Bannerjee will
have no choice but to accept
him as it would give her an
opportunity to tell the
people of West Bengal how
she is always there for the
Bengalis, apart from the
mileage it might give her
party in the panchayat and
Lok Sabha elections.

Indira Gandhi
remains ‘most
acceptable prime
minister’

On the occasion of the
release of the book, India’s
Indira recently, President
Mukherjee had said Indira
Gandhi remained the “most
acceptable Prime Minister to
the people of India till today”
and recalled her
decisiveness in reorganizing
the Congress party after its
electoral debacle in 1977.
This and his other remarks
at the event have been seen
by observers as a veiled
message to the grand old
party to set its house in
order. Mukherjee spoke
about Indira’s view on
‘Operation Blue Star’ in
Golden Temple and said that
as the minister taking the
decision to storm the temple,
he was afraid of “doing
anything to the Golden
Temple” and remembered
the bad times Ahmed Shah
Abdali had to go through
after he “did something
wrong to the Golden
Temple” following the third
battle of Panipat. He added,
“It is not that she did not
know it, she knew it very
well. And she told me,
‘sometimes history demands
some action which may not
prove correct later on but,
perhaps, is the most relevant
at that moment.” Mukherjee
said he was narrating the
incident as an example of her
fearlessness in action and
hailed Indira as “one of the
most remarkable
personalities of the 20th
century”.

Congress to
nominate new PCC
chiefs
Congress circles are

abuzz with names being
tossed up for the
appointment of PCC chiefs
in different states. The
prospects of Jyotiraditya
Scindia being appointed as
the leader of the Congress
Party in the Lok Sabha in
place of Mallikarjun Kharge
have become brighter as
Kharge, also the new
chairman of the 21 member
Public accounts Committee
of Parliament, is eager to
shift his base to Karnataka
ahead of the assembly
election in 2018. According
to sources, Kharge will be
appointed as the PCC chief
in Karnataka while Kamal
Nath is being considered to

head the Madhya Pradesh
unit of the party. According
to grapevine, AICC general
secretary Shakeel Ahmad is
likely to succeed Bihar PCC
chief Ashok Choudhary,
who has become a minister
in the state cabinet. Ahmad
had served as cabinet
minister in the government
led by Rabri Devi and also
as minister of state in the
ministry of communication
& IT and the ministry of
home in Dr Manmohan
Singh’s government in 2004.
In March 2011, he was given
charge of the party units of
Jharkhand and  West
Bengal. The names of former
union minister of state
Akhilesh Singh and former
PCC chief Anil Sharma are
also being mentioned for the
PCC chief’s position.

Congress bid to put
sewa dal back in

service

Congress circles say
change is due in the
leadership of Congress
Sewa Dal, with party vice
president Rahul Gandhi
unhappy with incumbent
chief organizer Mahendra
Joshi’s performance or the
lack of it. A 22-member
committee set up under the
chairmanship of AICC
general secretary Mukul
Wasnik is scrutinising some
180 applications received
for the position of NSUI
national president. It is for
the first time that the party
is employing this type of a
selection process, in which
any activist with one-year’s
work in the students wing
can aspire to become the
national leader without any
age limit. According to party
sources, Anil Kumar Meena,
who is the vice president of

NSUI unit in JNU, is
considered to be the
favourite although the

names of Vipin Vankhede,
president of the Madhya
Pradesh unit, and Rohit
Chaudhary, former national
president, are also in the
ring.

Khatheria is front
runner for Uttar
Pradesh BJP chief

Also doing the rounds
are names for the leader of
BJP’s Uttar Pradesh unit.
With state BJP president
Keshav Prasad Mourya
becoming deputy chief
minister in the Yogi
government, the party has
to find a replacement and
the probable names include
Vinod Kumar Sonkar MP
from Kaushambi,
Vidyasagar Sonkar and Ram
Shankar Katheria, MP from
Agra, who is considered to
be the front runner.

Uttar Pradesh
minister plans
airline based out of

Allahabad

Allahabad coffee
houses are witnessing
animated discussions about
the proposed private airline
to be owned by UP Civil
Aviation Minister Nand
Kumar Nandi. The airline is
supposed to be named
Nandi Airlines after the
name of its owner. People are
wondering whether the
airline will meet with the
same fate as some other
planned Nandi rollouts. For
the past six months, the
Niranjan cinema in
Allahabad was showing
banners and posters of
Nandi Desi Ghee, Nandi
Rice, Nandi Atta etc, but
these have now been
removed. Whenever Nandi
comes to Allahabad, he
organises a janata darbar in
the circuit house to interact
with common people and
answer their queries. Next
time he holds the event,
people will have a curious
query: When will Nandi
Airlines start flying? (IPA)
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“You were merely wishing for the end of
pain, the monster said. Your own pain. An
end to how it isolated you. It is the most
human wish of all.”

--- Patrick Ness
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Coal scam and its aftermath
MEGHALAYA is willy-nilly in the news following
the special CBI court ruling on Friday indicting former

Coal Secretary HC Gupta, former Joint Secretary
Coal, KS Kropha who is now the Chief Secretary
of Meghalaya and KC Samria director in charge coal

allocation, of wrongdoing in the allocation of coal

blocks to at least a dozen companies. Former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh had come under intense

scrutiny of the Comptroller and Auditor-General in

2012 when it was detected that a cumulative loss of

Rs 1.86 lakh crores had accrued to the exchequer,

simply because a robust tendering process was not

followed in the allocation of coal blocks. Serious

discrepancies occurred during 2006-09 when Dr

Manmohan Singh was holding charge of the Coal
Ministry. In fact the role of the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) was also suspect as it delayed the

introduction of competitive bidding, though the Law

and Justice Ministry had cleared the process.
At the preliminary stage of investigation the CBI

had named a dozen Indian firms that benefitted from

what was considered a ‘subjective’ manner in which
decisions to allocate the coal blocks were taken. The
CBlin its FIRs had accused several firms that applied
for coal blocks of overstating their net worth and
failing to disclose prior coal allocations. The firms

were also accused of hoarding rather than developing

coal allocations. The CBI officials investigating the
case speculate that bribery may be involved.

Interestingly, after several rounds of questioning Dr

Manmohan Singh was not found guilty of wrongdoing
although Gupta an officer known among his

colleagues and juniors to be upright, claims he had

only executed orders of the PMO.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee report on
Coal and Steel submitted in 2012 found that all coal
blocks distributed between 1993 and 2008 were
done in an unauthorized manner and lacked

transparency. It proposed that allotment of all mines

where production is yet to start should be cancelled.
What made matters worse and strengthened the

allegation of wrongdoing is that the coal auction by

the NDA Government in 2015 earned it a whopping
Rs 80,000 crore after sales of 11 coal blocks mainly
in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal,
Odisha, Maharashtra, and Jharkhand.

As can be expected, retired and serving civil

servants are up in arms against the CBI Court ruling.

Their contention is that civil servants place the facts
of the case before the political executives and the

latter take the final decision. But the other question

is whether civil servants should also not safeguard
the nation’s interests. After all they work for the

country and not for a particular government in power.

Indira Gandhi was perhaps instrumental in giving a
death blow to the steel frame of India when she

insisted on a bureaucracy that was loyal to her

government! The rest is history.

LOOKING BACK

April 14, 1989

Field Testing Stations at
Gauhati and Agartala

The Central had
decidedto set up two Field
TestingStations with general
engi-neering Testing
Laborato-ries at Gauhati and
Agartala.This information
wasgiven by the Secretary
ofthe Department of Indus-
trial Development, Mr S
KBhatnagar in his letter ad-
dressed recently to
theSecretary of the North
East-ern Council. Mr S
KBhatnagar also hoped
thatthe Government of
Assamand Tripura would
encour-age the
entrepreneurs toavail of the
facilities nowbeing set up in
these twoplaces.Earlier the
Secretary ofthe North
Eastern Council,Mr P H
Trivedi in his letterto the
Government of
Indiamentioned how the

entre-preneurs in the Small
ScaleSector of the North
EasternRegion have been
experi-encing considerable
diffi-culties in obtaining the
I.S.I.Certificates in respect
oftheir products before
theycould be marketed.
Whilementioning the
delaycaused due to the
locationsof the I.S.I. (Indian
Stand-ard Institute) Office at
Cal-cutta, Mr Trivedi
stronglypleaded for setting
up of aBranch Office of the
I.S.I.(Indian Standard
Institute)in the North
Eastern Regionto avoid
irritants ~ which  actas
disincentive to the
localentrepreneurs of this re-
gion. The setting up ofsuch
facilities would pro-mote
industrial develop-ment in
the North EasternRegion,
Mr Trivedi added.

Calls for impeachment of president Donald Trump getting louder

Appointment of Mueller as special
counsel leaves little escape route

By Nitya Chakraborty

The events in
Washington in the last forty
eight hours have given a
fresh twist to the dimension
of the anti-Constitutional
actions of the beleaguered
US President Donald Trump
indicating that the
appointment of the former
FBI Director Robert Mueller
as the special counsel to the
investigations into Trump’s
collusion with the Russians,
has left very little escape
route to Trump to wriggle

out of the ongoing
scandals.
What makes the

appointment of Mueller as
a big threat to Trump
presidency is that the
President  himself is
continuously obstructing
justice and acting opposing
the positions of the White
House officials. He is
showing a sort of personal
arrogance by openly saying
that “I decide for myself”.
Mueller is known for his
professional integrity and
he is getting adequate
support from the officials of
White House excepting
Trump coterie and the issue
will be whether the President
has obstructed justice first
by asking the former FBI
Director Comey to let go of
the Flyn investigation and
he followed it up by firing
him after he declined.
Trump has complicated his
position further by tweeting
that Comey better hope that
there are no tapes of our
conversations”.

In US, the obstruction of
justice by the President is a
serious offence Reports
have come that President
Trump was aware of the
warning given by former
President Obama and then
acting attorney general
Sally Yates that Flyn acted
as a lobbyist for the Turkish
President getting funds,
apart from his Russian
connections.  Still  he
appointed Flyn as national
security adviser and gave
him continuously good
conduct certificate until it
was impossible to retain him.
All these developments
during the week show that
Trump scandals have
reached a tipping point and

the situation is fast
reaching the stage of
Watergate scandal during
the tenure of President
Nixon.

Only hours after the
bombshell announcement
of the appointment of
Mueller to head an
investigation it  was
revealed by the New York
Times that General Mike
Flynn, the national security
advisor appointed and later
fired by Trump, had
disclosed to the President
that he was wunder
investigation by the FBI for
having been a paid foreign
agent working for Turkey’s
authoritarian president,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Trump has claimed he did
not have that information
when he appointed Flynn.

Trump lashed out on
Twitter again Thursday
morning claiming that there
was a double standard

whether the Trump
administration will be able to
survive the scandals, most
of which it has brought on
itself. Never before in U.S.
history has a special
prosecutor been named to
investigate a president less
than 120 days into his
administration while talk of
impeachment is heard on the
floor and in the halls of the
U.S. Capitol and throughout
D.C.

It also surfaced that at a
previously unknown
meeting of GOP leaders last
year, Republican Majority
leader Kevin McCarthy had
said he thinks “Putin pays”
Trump. Majority leader Paul
Ryan scrambled on
Wednesday to minimize the
damage from the revelation,
calling it a “joke.”

Another factor is the
nearly open revolt sweeping
the ranks of the FBI and

“It also surfaced that at a previously
unknown meeting of GOP leaders
last year, Republican Majority
leader Kevin McCarthy had said he
thinks “Putin pays” Trump.
Majority leader Paul Ryan
scrambled on Wednesday to
minimize the damage from the
revelation, calling it a “joke.”

because both “the Clinton
campaign and Obama” had
committed “illegal acts” for
which no special
prosecutor had been
appointed. The president
offered no evidence for
those claims. He also told a
graduating class at the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy,
even before the
announcement of the
appointment of a special
counsel, that “no politician
in history has been treated
more unfairly” than him.
The events of the last 24
hours appear to have
brought into question

other intelligence agencies.
The rank-and-file are none
too happy about the Trump
administration’s pot shots
against them and, of course,
the FBI has an all-to-well
known history of not taking
kindly to politicians and
others who challenge them.
Public opinion of course is a
very serious factor as well,
with 60 percent in recent
polls indicating support for
an investigation and nearly
half saying that they
thought impeachment
should be on the table.
According to the US
constitution, the president in
office can be impeached for

treason, bribery or other
misdemeanours. Bill
Clinton was charged with
obstruction of justice and
with perjury for allegedly
lying under oath to a
federal grand jury about
his affair with Monica
Lewinsky. The current
president can be charged
for lying on a number of
issues, including ties of
his and his campaign
leaders with the Russians,
especially President Putin.
So far, two presidents Bill
Clinton (1998) and Andrew
Johnson (1868) have been
impeached. Articles of
impeachment were passed
against Richard Nixon by
a congressional committee
but Nixon resigned before
the House of
Representatives could
vote on the matter. That
way, technically, Nixon
was not impeached.
Interestingly, a recent
opinion poll in US has
revealed that 46 per cent
of the people covered in
the survey favoured
impeachment of President
Trump. His popularity is
now lowest among the
presidents at the end of
first four months. The
Republican Party is
worried and there are talks
that things should not be
allowed to go too far. In
that context, the change of
president by promoting
Pence through 25th
amendment of the US
constitution is being
discreetly discussed in the
Republican circles. The
GOP leadership is still
ready to wait hoping that
Trump will mend his ways
and he will start listening
to the leadership. After all
he is the nominee of the
Republican Party. But
people, who know Trump
among the Republicans,
are not nursing such
hopes. They feel that he
is too much narcissistic
and it will be very difficult
to change his ways. Only
if signs become clear that
the Republican voters are
abandoning the Party due
to his manners and
policies, the GOP has to
think of taking some
action. (IPA Service)

TO THE EDITOR

Fight for

survival

Editor,

I am glad to see that a
new body known as the
Meghalaya  Indigenous
Tribal Constitutional Rights
Movement (MITCRM) has
been recently formed to take
up the issue with the Central
Government regarding the
proposed amendment to the
Sixth Schedule. I fully
support this group and their
noble intention. I am told by
some of my friends in
Jharkhand that the BJP
government there has made
some reforms to the Fifth
Schedule which was created
to safeguard the tribal
communities of mainland
India. This reform has
empowered the government
to alienate land of the tribal
people and plots of land
have been sold out to the
corporates. Jharkhand is rich
in minerals like coal, iron,
bauxite etc, and the
government is bent on
exploiting them at the cost
of the tribal communities.
Some tribal villages have
already been sold out to

corporates and tribal
communities are being
displaced  from their

ancestral land. I am very
apprehensive that what is
being done in Jharkhand
may be replicated here in
Meghalaya and in other
North-eastern states. With
the rich reserve of minerals
in Meghalaya like coal,
limestone and uranium and
rivers with great potentials
for generating electricity,
there is reason enough to be
suspicious of such a move
to amend the Sixth Schedule.
It is feared that this
amendment will also open
the possibility for non
tribals to acquire land in the
State. If that is done, then
there would be a massive

alienation of land among
our people for the simple
reason that non-tribals will
have a greater purchasing
power. How many of our
tribal land owners would
not fall victim to such a
temptation? I dread to think
of the day when 90% of our
land would fall into the
hands of non tribals. That

would mean the
pauperization of our
people and a total
destruction of  our

communities. Up to now,
our land is being protected
by the Sixth Schedule
which forbids non-tribals
from acquiring land. The
MITCRM must fight tooth
and nail to put a stop to
such an insidious attempt
to destroy the minorities. I
hope that our tribal MPs,
Regional Parties, tribal
lawyers, Church
authorities and other
eminent leaders in our
society will join hand with
MITCRM to create more
pressure on the Home
Ministry not to go ahead
with this plan. This is an
issue of life and death for
our tribal communities and
therefore we must stand up
together to fight for our
own survival.
Yours etc.,
Barnes Mawrie sdb
Via email

Of brutal rapes
across the

country!

Editor,

Recent incidents of
brutal and demonic rape
and murder from one corner
of our country to another
~ from Goa's Canacona, to
Odisha to Haryana's
Rohtak ~ underscore the
need to impose maximum
punishment on every Kkiller
rapist. The mother of the

Rohtak victim echoed our
helplessness and pointed
out the danger of such
rapists coming out of jail
after a few years when she
said, "...every woman fears
this day for their daughters
since these goons are alive."
Now, our judiciary needs to
think if it is time to shun the
rarest of the rare yardstick
for three major reasons.
First, every killer rapist
must be hanged to stop the
menace. Second, such
incidents are always savage
but not the rarest. And third,
such yardstick can rob
objectivity of a judgement
for which Lady Justice
wears a blindfold.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

HSRP a big

farce!

Editor,

Apropos to the news item
on ST, "Contractor to reduce
HSRP rate" (ST April 27,
2017) I wish to point out here
that right from the time the
High Security Registration
Plates (HSRP) was
introduced for vehicles in
Meghalaya, there was a hue
and cry by vehicle owners
and the joint action
committee which included
among others HSPO, HNYF,
CSWO, MC TOA and one of
those who vehemently
opposed HSRP was even
booked and sent to jail at
Tura by those who were in
power and who benefitted
heavily from its
introduction. Those who
opposed the HSRP at that
time did so for the right
reasons, though many of
them kept quite later for
reasons best known to all.
Only one person was left to
suffer alone in jail.

The whole idea of
introducing HSRP is to

prevent vehicles from
being stolen, and, if stolen,
they can be tracked down
and can be found at short
notice. Since introduction
of the HSRP in Meghalaya,
so many types of vehicles
were stolen from parking
lots, road sides and even
from the garages yet, none
of them were tracked down
and retrieved till date. The
few that were found later
were either left abandoned
by the car lifters or through
the hard work of the police
and not with the help of
the HSRP. This has clearly
proven the futility and the
hoax of admitting a
particular firm to start the
business of HSRP in
Meghalaya. This has also
revealed the uselessness
and illogical use of HSRP.
Why should car owners
use this for nothing and
why should they pay for
HSRP for zero benefits?
And remember, the price
for HSRP in Meghalaya is
exorbitant! In my opinion,
this is a crime and this is
cheating the public for
ulterior motives of the
introducers and those in
the government who are in
collusion with Shimnit
Utsch, the Company that
was given the contract for
providing HSRP here. Its
time now for retendering
and getting a better
Company that offers a
more reasonable pricing.
The earlier Shimnit Utsch
is stopped in its tracks and
is shunned by vehicles
owners, the better it is.
https://ssl.gstatic.com/
ui/v1l/icons/mail/images/
cleardot.gif
Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have the
full name, address and contact
number of the writer, even if they are
sent by email. Only letters with the
requisite details will be published.

This India!

By Ananya Guha

To confound race with
language, as some
historians  have been
contending is flawed. People
may be of common racial
descent, but can speak
different language\s and
vice versa. The present
social crisis in India is due
to questions of race,
language and religion and a
tenuous nationalism based
on these doctrines. When
we identify one race, one
language and one religion
seeking a common footing,
in a country such as India,
then we are contorting facts
and treading on flimsy
hypotheses. More than
being flimsy, the thinking is
erroneous and dangerous;
grounded on singularity of
beliefs. The perception of
unity, founded on such
singular basis, is historically

anachronistic. Social
contexts keep changing,
depending on current

politics and society, as well
as of notional thinking.
Akbar's  heresy  was
positively geared. That, also
the structure of a caste
biased society led to
repression is historically
proved. We are living in its
midst.

We must continue to
argue out a strong case for
the India of realities. This
India is based on a vibrant
mutation, a flowering of
languages and religion, a
multiplicity of races and
ethnic attributes. This India
is a welter of religions,
castes, sub- castes or
ethnicity. This India
continuously strives to be
distinctively ethnic and
autonomous in spirit. This

“The argument is to be
embattled if needed and bold.
Not in our wildest imagination

can we take for granted the
belittling of history. This
argument will always be
manifest in its cultural rulers,
and not its political potentates.”

inauthentic and simply
cannot be furthered. To do
away with the historical
imagination of an Aryan
linguistic group, whose
peoples were pastoral
agriculturists, and nomadic,
the existence of an urban
civilisation predating it, and
perhaps even co existing
with it is glossing over
historical truths and origins.

Such debunking of
history can have portentous
implications. Children will be
taught a nebulous history,
where myth, fantasy and
stories predominate. To ally
history with the mythic is to
consciously super impose a
structure on history,
falsifying it and considering
this to be indestructible. This
is the polemic of politics and
history. The unravelling of
a history, to suit the politics
of the times is in bitter and
acrylic taste.

Political gains can only
be short term. The future will
always chart out the
inexorable forces of history.
History is a nuanced
combination of past, present
and future where analysts
will be selective about
choosing inferences, based
on interpretation. History is
largely interpretive drawn
on incontrovertible facts.
Facts in isolation may or
may not be history.

The politics of culture,
religion and language is a
fetish. This fetish destroys
the fact that language and
religion are ineluctable.
Many of the languages of
India had their origins in one
language, and many more
came into being as a result
of diverse interactions, and
racial incursions, inter mix.
The myth of focusing on a
single language, which was
an off shoot and a parallel
process in the development
of other Indian ' modern’
languages needs to be
decoded if not exploded.
This is slowly being
transferred into what is
considered to be
sacrosanct, untouchable
almost.

Such is the inherent

danger of toying with
history. What is more
dangerous is infusing

wrong and flawed notions
into young sensibilities and
minds. The word ' culture'
has layered connotations.
To bandy it around with an
admixture of religious
concomitants is to whip up
fanatic feelings. Politics is
correlative of such
fanaticism, nihilist in the
long run.

The seats of the past and
of a long drawn history of
any civilisation, cannot be
sundered indiscriminately.
The forces of Islam and
Christianity must be viewed
as historical intrusions.
History is bitter sweet, it also
objectifies invasions and
invasions. To look upon the
invader as ' enemy ' in
present day contexts is

India has remained unfazed
with the transitory nature of
the politics of the times.
This India possesses a
commonly perceived unity
- that of the poor and the
weaker sections of its
untrammelled societies.

The argument is to be
embattled if needed and
bold. Not in our wildest
imagination can we take for
granted the belittling of
history. This argument will
always be manifest in its
cultural rulers, and not its
political potentates. We can
only pick up threads from a
strong historical thread and
connect. The present
disconnect is an appalling
end to a glorious road to
history and a past of
challenges, ups and downs
and also that of historical
processes of mutation. The
disconnect is also because
of ignorance and the desire
to apply blinkers to history.
It remains to be seen what
school and university
boards do to frame syllabus.
Are they going to bow
down to political war lords,
or are they going to use
dispassion, while
formulating texts, which
now are being ousted out
of contexts?

It is also not a question
of which side one belongs
to. All learning is freedom
and knowledge is driven by
freedom. People and
scholars are free to interpret,
choices must be given, but
historical facts cannot give
way to cursory knowledge
based on propaganda, and
myths. In parallel students
must be given the choice of
learning about regional
histories in the country. The
various cross currents of
regional history give proper

understanding of
movements, traditions,
society and  culture.

Singling out heroes who
fought say, the Mughals is
not the only history of a
region. It is peoples, races,
languages, that we are
concerned with, not only
battles and conflicts. We
have seen how deification
of Shivaji the Maratha leader
has a fall out on the politics
of today. But what about the

Bhakti leaders of
Maharashtra, who have
contributed to the

development  of  the
language? To ally history at
both national and regional
levels with conquerors, the
conquered, battles and war
lords is to reduce it to
glorification and sub
nationalism, not always
desirable. History must take
look dispassionately at
societies, their economies,

social and cultural
movements, literature and all
that underpin societal
structures.

The muddled connect
between the past and
present is putting ' this India’
to a clock frantically ticking
backwards.
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his is a country of ‘The Hun-

gry Tide’ as award winning

author Amitav Ghosh titled

his novel on the Sundarbans

landscape. Some surmise that
the name — Sundarbans (beautiful forest
in Bengali) comes from once abundant
Sundari trees in the area. It is a fascinat-
ing land where mangrove forests — one
of the largest contiguous blocks in the
world, crocodiles, snakes, the ferocious
Royal Bengal Tiger and resilient human
society have been coexisting for cen-
turies.

Yet, today, this deltaic region strad-
dling West Bengal in India and
Bangladesh where the great rivers Ganga,
Brahmaputra and Meghna converge to
meet the Bay of Bengal, is hardly a
palette of beautiful stories.

Rather, it is in the news for hosting
powerful cyclones, flooding of low-lying
areas, islands disappearing from the ar-
chipelago due to the rise in sea water
level, thanks to global warming, and sub-
merged stories of displaced people due to
these calamities.

People in the Sundarbans reside in 53
islands, according to the Delta Vision
2050 document (WWF-1, 2011). It is a
Unesco World Heritage Site. The area
outside the protected National Park has
been mostly used for agriculture.

The connection between global warm-
ing and sea level rise has been conclu-
sively established by scientists, including
those of the School of Oceanographic
Studies at Jadavpur University, Kolkata.

The latter warns that in the Sundar-
bans, rising sea level and depletion of
mangrove forests that act as a natural
buffer against cyclones and rising water
could see more islands getting sub-
merged. Like Ghoramara, Suparibhanga
and Lohachara, which have wholly or
partly been submerged in the sea.

From these islands, more than 30,000
people were relocated to the Sagar island,
a place of pilgrimage for Hindus, 25 km

away. Now as more low-lying areas are
under threat, the continued migration
could put a strain on the dedicated area
in Sagar too, say experts.

Incidentally, scientists point out that
while globally, sea level rise due to cli-
mate change is usually at 1.2 mm per
year, in Sundarbans it is much higher at
4.2 mm per year.

In such a scenario, what can be done
to tackle people’s vulnerability? DEC-
CMA (Deltas, Vulnerability and Climate
Change: Migration and Adaptation), a
multinational project involving hundreds
of environmental scientists and academ-
ics from different disciplines are working
to find a more viable answer to this vex-
ing problem. More importantly, as it is
also one of the most densely populated
regions of the world — 1000 plus per-
sons per sqgkm. The Indian Sundarbans

area locates an estimated 4.5 million peo-
ple.

DECCMA’s three main aims are: To
evaluate the effectiveness of adaptation
options in deltas; to assess migration as
an adaptation in deltaic environments
under a changing climate; to deliver pol-
icy support to create the conditions for
sustainable gender-sensitive adaptation.

At the moment the case studies are fo-
cusing on three deltas — the largest —
Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna (India and
Bangladesh), and smaller ones at Ma-
hanadi (Odisha) and Volta (Ghana) which
have similar characteristics.

Kolkata-based autonomous research
organisation, Centre for Environment and
Development (CED), is an active partner
of this five-year project (2014-2018).

Says Ashish K. Ghosh, director, “The
Sundarbans is the third most vulnerable

delta in the world. We have to see how
the inhabitants, taking into consideration
the topography and new climate change,
can adapt to the new reality and
lifestyle.”

Some of the key areas on adaptability,
scientists at DECCMA are working on to
ameliorate the misery of the inhabitants
are: ensuring an early warning system for
the people so that they can be prepared;
building accessible cyclone centres for
temporary period: if they have to mi-
grate, how the government is planning
their rehabilitation and resettlement.

Another important element that is in-
separable with adaptability is food secu-
rity.  Ghosh worked earlier at
reintroducing lost strains of saline-resis-
tant paddy crops in the area. The devas-
tating cyclone Aila thrashed the southern
part of West Bengal in 2009.

(Top) A boatman,; (left) the Sundar-
bans mangroves and a climate
refugee waits for relief after
Cyclone Aila hit the delta

“One million people became homeless
in one night; the date was 29 May,”
Ghosh recalls from his field experience.

Post this national disaster, 40 to 80 per
cent of the male population of the most
vulnerable island areas migrated to 11
states in India in search of a livelihood
leaving behind the women, children and
the elderly to fend for themselves,
though emigrants sent regular remit-
tances.

Obviously, women have to bear the
extra responsibility. “Hence it’s impor-
tant to ensure that people can sustain
themselves, despite the challenges,” he
says. Increased salinity due to sea water
‘invasion’ became a problem for growing
paddy; so far, the farmers were used to
rain-fed agriculture.

This made ENDEV (A Society for En-
vironment and Development) Ghosh’s

sister concern, search for saline-resistant
paddy strains which had all but disap-
peared though they were once cultivated
by farmers in this area. With help from
the seed bank Vrihi, a brainchild of
Debal Deb, an ENDEV associate, who
shared two potential strains, and re-
searching to retrieve long-forgotten
strains by Ghosh, five varieties of saline-
resistant paddy seeds were collected.

Then farmers’ workshops were organ-
ised with support from National Council
for Rural Institute (NCRI).

After deciding on the right seed vari-
ety, planting started on an experimental
basis in collaboration with local commu-
nities in blocks of Sandeshkhali I and II,
Hingalganj, Gosaba, Mathurapur and
Namkhana. The success thereof
brought international recognition for
ENDEV in 2013.

The other important element, Ghosh
believes, to curb migration is skill devel-
opment. Centres can be built to use local
skill which would also help employment.

A WWF-funded study, “Indian Sun-
darbans Delta: A Vision” (2011) warns
about “...the likelihood that by 2050,
the “Global 200 iconic eco-regions, of
which the Sundarbans is one, will regu-
larly experience monthly climatic condi-
tions.”

What becomes clear is that, to tackle
various socio-economic problems, as
well as to cope with effect of global
warming in this vulnerable area, and
population, a multi-pronged approach,
drawing in expertise from various agen-
cies call for urgent attention.

As the Vision report cautions, “The in-
creased intensity of extreme events in the
Indian Sundarbans, potentially due to cli-
mate change, poses great challenges to
the safety of the human settlements in the
delta as a direct result of sea level rise,
coastal erosion, cyclone incidences and
coastal flooding.” (TWF)

Photo: Sujoy Dhar, Bijoy Chowdhury,
ver Y ﬁvishek Min}z}z

Healthcare: There’s scope to serve public

By Ranjan K. Baruah

11 of us are concerned about health and
Awellness. Educated people are more

aware of health while there is lack of
awareness among the masses in rural areas.
Health scenario in the country is not good com-
pared to developed countries. In this regard many
terms are being used by us and one such term is
public health.

Public health refers to “the
science and art of preventing
disease, prolonging life and
promoting human health
through organised efforts and
informed choices of society,
organisations, public and pri-
vate, communities and individ-
uals”. It is concerned with
threats to health based on pop-
ulation health analysis.

The population in question

can be as small as a handful of N
people, or as large as all the in- Publlc Health
habitants of several continents.

The dimensions of health can

encompass “a state of complete physical, mental
and social well-being and not merely the absence
of disease or infirmity”, as defined by the United
Nations’ World Health Organisation.

Public health incorporates the interdisciplinary
approaches of epidemiology, biostatistics and
health services. Environmental health, commu-
nity health, behavioral health, health economics,
public policy, mental health and occupational
safety and health are other important subfields.

The focus of public health intervention is to
improve health and quality of life through pre-
vention and treatment of disease and other phys-
ical and mental health
conditions. This is done
through surveillance of cases
and health indicators and
through promotion of healthy
behaviours. Examples of
common public health meas-
ures include promotion of
hand washing, breastfeeding,
delivery of vaccinations, etc.

India is experiencing a
rapid health transition. It is
confronted both by an unfin-
ished agenda of infectious
diseases, nutritional defi-
ciencies and unsafe pregnan-
cies as well as the challenge
of escalating epidemics of non-communicable
diseases.

This composite threat to the nation’s health and
development needs a concerted public health re-

: a1

sponse that can ensure efficient delivery of cost-
effective interventions for health promotion, dis-
ease prevention and affordable diagnostic and
therapeutic healthcare. One may think of public

health as career choice. There are courses and in-
stitutes that offer courses related to public health
management or administration.

Some of the related courses are Integrated MSc
and PhD programmes in Health Informatics,
Masters in Public Health (MPH), Diploma in Di-
etetics, Diploma in Health Promotion and Educa-
tion, Diploma in Health Statistics, Diploma in
Industrial Health, Diploma in Maternity and
Child Welfare, Diploma in Public Health, MD
(Community Medicine), Master of Engineering
Public Health, Master of Public Health (Epidemi-
ology), MSc (Applied Nutrition)), Master in Vet-
erinary Public Health, Post Graduate Diploma in
Public Health Management, etc.

Students may choose to take up these courses.
After completing the course aspirants may get
jobs or placement in health department, various
international organisations and non-governmental
organisations, which are focused and specialise
on public health.

The best part is one need not be doctors to
work in public health sector. Aspirants must re-
member that one may not get the job immediately
after doing the course. One needs to have other
skills apart from qualification to be successful in
this field. With proper planning and qualification
our students may work in this field and extend
their service for the need of the community and
others for positive social transformation.

PHFI: The Public Health Foundation of India
(PHFYI) is a public-private initiative that has col-
laboratively evolved through consultations with
multiple constituencies including Indian and in-
ternational academia, state and central govern-
ments, multi & bi-lateral agencies and civil
society groups. PHFI is a response to redress the
limited institutional capacity in India for strength-
ening training, research and policy development
in the area of Public Health. It offers various
courses in its different campuses across India.

All India Institute of Hygiene and Public
Health: All India Institute of Hygiene and Public
Health, established in 1932 as the first school of
Public Health in South-East Asia region, has been
a Pioneer Institute of its kind dedicated to teach-
ing, training, and research in various disciplines of
Public Health and allied sciences to ensure capac-
ity building in the area of Public Health. The in-
stitute has been conducting a number of short
courses/training programmes for different cate-
gories and groups of Health Force on a regular
basis in coordination with state governments, min-
istries and international agencies, among others.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor and

can be reached at 9864055558 or
bkranjan@gmail.com for further career related
queries)
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‘We can’t solely blame govt’

Raveena Tandon, one of the leading ac-
tresses from the 90s, returns to films after a
break. The stylish and self-assured actress
who was last seen in a cameo in Anurag
Kashyap's flick ‘Bombay Velvet’ makes a
comeback with a gritty tale of revenge titled
‘Maatr’. In a freewheeling chat with
Mohnish Singh, the actress opens up about
her character in the film and lots more.

How did this film happen?

I have been offered many films and roles in
the past. But I didn’t come across anything as
challenging or interesting as Maatr. One is al-
ways in search of challenging roles. I wanted
to do films which had the subject I believed
in, make a difference and touch me some-
where in my heart. While I heard Maatr’s
script, I started crying during the narration it-
self. I felt that it’s high time a film like it
should come. So I took up this role. The film
talks about what is not right with our society.
We are to be equally blamed for our lawmak-
ers not taking action. Either we succumb to
such situations (rapes) happening around us
or raise our voice against it.

Nowadays, almost every second celebrity is
coming up with their autobiographies. You
yourself have lived a very eventful life like
most of the top stars. So don’t you ever
think of writing down your autobiography?
I have been approached to pen down my au-
tobiography. But I have this problem of telling
the truth (laughs). If I write my autobiogra-
phy, many people would run and hide some-
where.

You took a very bold step in your life when
you adopted two daughters at 21 years of
age. What was the motivation behind tak-
ing that decision?

There were many people who came and ques-
tioned me about my decision. They asked who
would marry me now. But that question never
came to my mind. Adopting those two girls
was a no-brainer. When we brought the girls,
who were my cousin’s children, they were
part of the family. From then they are my fam-
ily and my parents took care of them. My
mom has also been a strong factor in my life.

There was a time in 90’s where you would
do 30 films at a stretch. How did you man-
age to mouth the dialogues?

I actually could do it with ease.

It has been learnt that you were very dis-
turbed while you were shooting for Maatr...
The worst part is that after doing the scene |
had to dub it too. One can’t imagine the pain
the victim’s families go through after the hor-
rendous incident. So definitely it was very dif-
ficult for me to dub and enact the scene. We
felt it for the time being, but it is a lifelong
punishment for the victims and the families as

they have to live this everyday as it has hap-
pened in reality.

How according to you should the rapist be
punished?
First, I will change the laws which are 70

years old. We are living in a very dangerous
world. The culprits are roaming around like
free birds. It’s only in our country that 18-
year-olds are considered minor while in other
countries they have decreased the age to 14 to
15 years. Laws have changed but the intensity

is nowhere to be seen. There should be de-
grees of murder according to the brutality of
the crime.

The parliament speaker and many other
powerful women are members of parlia-
ment. Do you think it will turn out to be
beneficial if the film is shown to them?
Yes, it has to be shown to them. I strongly be-
lieve Maneka Gandhi is a very strong woman.
I still believe there is a lot of work to be done
to improve the condition of women in our so-
ciety, in our country. We cannot blame the
government solely and it’s also our responsi-
bility. Only celebrities’ problems are ad-
dressed but what about the other people who
are just ignored by us?

How much do you take back from the char-
acter you portray on-screen?

I think, as an actor in my forties, life has
taught me a lot. I identify with the character
that I play because my daughter herself is 12
years old. I fear for her and my adopted
daughters as well. Why are you helping create
this dangerous world? You need to be the
change yourselves. One cannot live in con-
stant fear. As a woman [ feel we can experi-
ence varied emotions. (IBNS-TWF)

Life-hacks for
survival

“thank you, Miss” when

talking to Siri so that when
the machines take over she
won’t kill me. “Spare the puny
one. He was always polite.”

You have to be cunning to
make the best of life these
days.

Another ingenious life-
hack. My wife bought an avo-
cado last week. I carried it
around for a week so that |
could eat it in the 10-minute
period between “not ripe yet”
and “horribly rotten”. That was
the plan, anyway, and one day
it will work.

But perhaps the biggest
mass outbreak of cunning this
year so far has been in India.
Like everywhere else, hotels
and other food and drink ven-
ues are conveniently located
near major highways there, but
Indian judges passed a law

Ialways say “please” and

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

making it illegal for any alco-
hol-selling venue to be within
500 meters (in some places,
220 meters) of a highway.

Since it’s tricky to pick up a
hotel and move it, residents re-
sponded with a mass outbreak
of ingenuity.

One bar-owner built a long,
winding maze in front of his
roadside bar, so it became
quite literally a long walk from
the street.

Some hoteliers attached
signs to their back gates say-
ing: “This is Now The Front
Gate”.

Other restaurateurs got
friends in government depart-
ments to “demote” hundreds of
kilometres of major highways,
relisting them as humble “reg-

ular” roads, and thus exempt.

Of course, ingenuity can
also be used in the name of
evil, [ hear from my friends at
Shanghaiist, a news website.
Chinese companies are selling
portable engines on long poles
designed to thump walls and
ceilings purely for the purpose
of annoying neighbours. One
particularly irritating man
turned on such a machine,
called an Apartment Shaker,
and then went away for the
weekend. Of course, many of
us already have free-of-charge
apartment-shaking devices in
our homes, but we call them
“children”.

A British correspondent sent
me an example of evil ingenu-
ity from the UK. A thief stole
a car. Instead of making a fake
number plate, he found a car of
the same make, age and colour,
and copied its number plate.

Thus any police officer
who ran a computerised
check would find that
everything seemed to be in
order.

The only chance of ex-
posure would be if both
cars just happened to be
parked in the same car
park at the same time, and
what were the chances of
that in a country with a
population of 60 million?
The answer turned out to
be not zero. A woman in
the town of Coleshill
phoned police to say that

she was in a shop’s parking lot
and noticed a car exactly like
hers, same brand, same colour,
same licence number. Gotcha.

Room for one last life-hack.
As you turn off the oven to go
out, tell the oven what you are
doing in a Mickey Mouse
voice. It’s such a weird thing to
do that there’s no way you’ll
later forget that you turned it
off.

Yes, people will think you
are crazy, but who cares? Siri
is still nice to me, and that’s the
relationship that counts in the
long term, right?

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-
based frequent traveller. Send
ideas and comments via his
Facebook page)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, May 21, 2017

Moon square Saturn on your solar return chart indicates a mixed year. Your
views and aura are likely to influence people during 2017. However, people
may not understand you well so they may have mixed opinion about your
infents and decisions. Some hasty decisions may shock others and even you
at times would not be able to understand why you have taken such decisions.
You may have obstacles in continuing your education especially during the
middle of the year. You would have to put in extra efforts to achieve success in

your educational endeavors.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

ther your professional and financial ambitions. Lifestyle changes
augur well to create a positive outiook. Self development is the
keystone during this period. Your social life would be busy as you
would popular among friends and associates. This is a time when you
free yourself of personal inhibitions that may have been part of your
life in the past. Stick to regular exercise routine and regular pattern
of nutritious diet.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

You are likely to form new relationships or connections that
further your spiritual growth. This period brings for you socializ-

family related matters. Your actions and emotions are balanced

ing, romance and stability at the work place. Any unresolved
educational matter or a deep relationship may create a rift in your
life, take a softer approach in your interactions when comes to

as you bring more accuracy in your work area. Economy at home
and management of business and work are important issues.
Professional relations are satisfying and you have plenty of

goodwill and friendships around you.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

You may solidify a romantic relationship under this influence, or
become involved with a sensible and like minded partner. You are
likely fo spend time in different places and work closely in new
associations as you combine good luck and good management. Self-
confidence and action are highlighted and you tend to instinctively
know the right course of action to take in most situations. You accept
the individuality of loved ones and that would be helpful to resolve
your conflicts and move ahead in harmony. Interpersonal bonds
strengthen. Stress may crop up at unexpected tums and this would
require you to look at some lifestyle changes and even incorporate
some techniques like exercise and meditation.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

You tend to atfract people with your conversation and wit. You
may change your style of dressing to present a glamorous image.

Your social life would be busy as you would be popular among
your circle of friends. Domestic relationships and the home envi-
ronment would be harmonious and peaceful by the sensitivity
and care that you exhibit. People in fine aris, creative line and
public relations and related fields would give a non-fraditional
blend to their creations. Communication abilities will largely be

™
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applied fo professional world ambitions where knowledge and

education are pursued in order to enhance career prospects
and financial matters. There may be a minor health ailment that

bothers you as you need to give more attention to your health.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

An optimistic, but not necessarily a realistic aftitude would take
precedence. You may feel a vague restlessness and discontent-
ment with life as it is. Excellent work opportunities for those
working with overseas connections come up. There would be

L2

work related travel too. At home, you accept the individuality of
your spouse and that would be helpful to resolve your conflicts
and move ahead in harmony. At times you feel fun loving,
energetic, and willing to explore new ideas. Financial benefits

may come your way this week. Stress may crop up at unexpected
fums and this would require you to look at some lifestyle changes

and even incorporate some techniques like exercise and medi-

fation.
Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

Events take place in which you feel like you are moving forward
and growing info a new phase of your life. You feel a sense of
fulfiliment as you move towards your long term goals. People in

"

cates an intellectually stimulating time in which the exchange of

authority regard you favorably. You will be making new contacts
through leaming, communicating and mental pursuits. This indi-
ideas with others figures prominently. You would expand your
social circle and make more contact with groups and friends.

Health will take a tumn for the better. You display great skills in
sports, competitive exams, physical activities and this wins appre-

ciation and upbringing of new opportunities.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

This is a phase of power and accomplishment. Actively seeking to
expand, taking educated risks, and moving forward are high-

f

lighted. This is a week of opportunity, particularly in the material
and business world, and opportunities need to be seized. It's
enerally not a fime to find a new love partner, simply because the
ocus is on the material world and your place in the world. This is

a problem-solving phase in which you can expect real, tangible
results. Take action, plan ahead and make the most of opportu-

nities. Some of you may find that your career is moving towards a
more service-oriented direction. You have more faith in general
regarding your career and the direction in which you are work-

ing. You need to develop a certain amount of self-confidence.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

You are more friendly, optimistic, and big-hearted than usual. A

VA

cheerful and hopeful outlook increases your chances of gaining
cooperation from others. This is a sociable, and perhaps self-
indulgent, time when the pursuit of pleasure is one of your high
priorities. Communicative abilities will largely be applied to fur-

It promises to be a busy, dynamic, and significant time in your life.
There would be a tuming point in your professional life and also in
terms of personal growth. Your emotions run high towards family and
mood swings are possible. There may be some kind of conflict in your
life arising from a great urge to do something different. You need
space and contact with others in order to feel content. Financial
benefits may come on your way this week. You would impress people
with your attitude and win their confidence and trust. You are blessed
with intuition and foresight which lead you in the right direction. You
are relaxed within and relate well with others at home and work.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

You could find that you are more open and trusting with friends and
lovers, and that you easily win family's trust. Healthy speculation is
favored. Financial benefits may come your way. Some people fall in
love under this influence of current planetary configuration. Certain
elements of your social and financial life are stabilized, secured, and
more reliable. More loving and appreciative relationships with your
children may also figure. Your romantic affair and pleasure-seeking
activities gives you a big boost of confidence and your personal
magnetism runs high to be appreciated. This is an especially spiritual
time for you, this is a time when you renew your energy and consider
what things are important to you.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)

Authority figures, elders, parents, or influential people in your life
tend to support and respect you. They are more willing to help you on
your road to success. An event may occur that expands your career
or professional interests, and you derive more pleasure from these
activities. More freedom is likely to be experienced in your career.
Integrity and honesty will get you the much awaited enhancement in
image now. The more willing you are to put yourself in the limelight,
the more positive the rewards. You need to keep your eyes open for
opportunities and family relations. You would be sensible about your
diet, health, hygiene, and fitness needs.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

This planetary influence indicates favorable outcomes when it comes
to legal affairs, education, exams and travel. You are more accepting
and understanding your friends and loved ones. Contentedness in
love is likely to figure and to attract positive circumstances and people
into your life. You are bound to enjoy increased social opportunities
as well as a boost in your personal popularity and magnetism.
Friends and lovers are looking on you favorably. You would think
more creatively and express yourself with more sensitivity, compas-
sion, and warmth. This is an excellent time under which you bring
more harmony and pleasant interactions to your relationships with
loved ones.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

A nice balance between optimism and practicality is with you. In the
coming days you discover goals that suit your "true self" better. A more
lenient and contented attitude towards others tends to bring positive
circumstances info your life. A tendency to take on more than you can
realistically handle should be watched. Your social life and finances
stabilize and satisfy. You find joy in expressing your views and ideas
with people around you. You are likely feeling good in general, and
you tend fo spread the joy and happiness. You work hard to meet the
goals. This is a good time to build your skills, to get organized, and to
attend to your health and wellbeing. It's a great time to make improve-
ments to your regular routines.

Greed kills

By Maneka Sanjay Gandhi

he trouble with
China’s  new
found wealth

and middle class is that
they are not only eating
every animal and fish
in their own country,
but they are sucking in and killing almost
all species from all over the world to sat-
isfy their insatiable lust.

Donkeys in Africa have suddenly been
turned into meat for the Chinese. We, of
course, are losing everything — from sea-
horses, porcupines, dogs, sharks, tigers,
rhinos, bears, every species of fish and
wild cat and even insects.

The Chinese kill rare species simply
for social prestige. Their local medicine
is rubbish, but they continue to kill every
animal for it. They use our rhino horns —
which are just made of keratin, the same
as our toenails — for everything, from
headaches to cancer. Does that make
sense?

Likewise, shark fins are just lumps of
flesh with no food value. But they have
become a symbol of riches and so India
loses millions of its sharks for this value-
less soup. But because their government
has no laws and no intention of control-
ling the trade, the illegal market thrives.

Like shark fin, fish swim bladders are
an ingrained part of traditional Chinese
culture, used to signal wealth and opu-
lence.

A swim bladder is an air sac which en-
ables fish to maintain depth without float-
ing or sinking. The swim bladder is
inflated when the fish wants to move up
and deflated when it wants to return to the
depths. The swim bladder is also used as
an echo chamber to produce or receive
sound. Fish can find mates, signal danger,
sense vibrations, and find food/prey, by
sensing sound under water. Fish make a
range of sounds, from grunts, clicks,
honks, whistles, to hums. They use mus-
cles located near their swim bladder to
make drumming sounds.

Unfortunately, this swim bladder is
what a lot of fish are killed for.

The bladders are extracted, dried and
turned into a product called isinglass,
which is a collagen utilised in the refining
of alcoholic drinks like beer and wine and
foods.

Beer

is produced by fermenting

starches, and a clarifying agent is used to
get rid of the cloudy appearance. Non-an-
imal products do exist — seaweed, ben-
tonite or kaolin, diatomaceous earth,
cellulose pads, micro-porous plastic films
— but dead fish are cheaper and alcohol
is much more important than fish.

On top of this come the Chinese de-
mands.

The Chinese use fish bladders in, what
else? Traditional medicine. Their own
fish, the Bahaba, a resident of the Yangtse
river estuaries, has been hunted to extinc-
tion because of the immense monetary
value placed on its swim bladders — cost-
ing more than gold.

Now the Chinese have targeted the To-
toaba fish of the Gulf of California —
13,000km away. The Totoaba fish stom-
ach, or “maw”, is valued for its high col-
lagen content, and the Chinese believe its
swim bladders can boost fertility, improve
circulation and skin vitality.

The Totoaba grows up to two metres in
length and 100 kg in weight. Individuals
may live up to 15 years. As Totoaba
spawn only once a year, the population
growth is very slow. The Totoaba spawn
in the Colorado River delta and then the
young fish swim out to the Gulf.

The Totoaba is an endangered fish, pro-
tected against fishing by law. But that
makes no difference to the Chinese.

Fishermen get thousands of dollars for
a totoaba bladder. So they bring in the
fish, cut out its stomach and leave the car-
cass to rot. The demand is so high that
cartels of Mexicans have formed, and one
Mexican fisherman can make more than
a month’s salary if he sells just one to a
trafficker who then sells it, for more than
the price of pure heroin, to the Chinese.

The Environmental Investigation
Agency found totoaba bladders openly
for sale in markets in Guangzhou, China,
and Hong Kong. Most sellers knew it was

Shark fins
and vaquitas,
which are
porpoises,
fetch high
prices in
international
market

ecosystem
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illegal. Online, researchers found traffick-
ers sharing tips about the best routes to
smuggle them in.

A totoaba fish bladder sells between
$7,000 and $14,000, and soup containing
the organ may go for $25,000 in China,
according to a Mexicali Digital report.
Both Mexican drug cartels and US smug-
glers transport the fish.

Mexican regulators seized illegal to-
toaba bladders worth an estimated
$2.25million in 2013 alone.

Jason Xie of Sacramento was accused
last year of taking delivery of 169 blad-
ders on March 30, 2013, in a hotel park-
ing lot in Calexico. Xie told investigators
he was paid $1,500 to $1,800 for each of
100 bladders in February.

Anthony Sanchez Bueno of Imperial
was charged with the same crime, after
authorities said he drove the 169 bladders
across the downtown Calexico border
crossing in three coolers. He told investi-
gators he was to be paid $700.

In Mexico, Samuel Gallardo Castro
was murdered in June due to an outstand-
ing $1million fish payment. Four traffick-
ers were caught.

“It’s aquatic cocaine,” Jay Barlow, a
marine mammal expert at the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
told the Associated Press.

The Totoaba isn’t the only casualty of
the Chinese bladder boom. The vaquita is
a porpoise that lives only in one patch of
the upper Gulf of California. It is the
smallest member of the dolphin, whale,
and porpoise family, growing to five feet
and 55 kg. It avoids boats and is very eva-
sive. Vaquitas are usually alone, unless
they are accompanied by a calf. Vaquitas
are easily tangled and killed in gillnets
used to catch Totoabas, because the mesh
is about the same size as a vaquita’s head.

(To be concluded)
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“Anyone can become angry - that is easy. But t
be angry with the right person, to the right degre
at the right time, for the right purpose, and in the

right way - this is not easy.”
--- Dr. Joyce Brothers
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Saving our rivers

RIVERS in India are considered holy. T
Uttarakhand High Court has recently declared
the Ganga and the Yamuna are living entities. B
has been reported that the Ganga near Haridy
so unclean that it is not fit for bathing. The repo
based on 4 main indicators of water qual
temperature, dissolved oxygen, biological oxy
demand and coliform (bacteria). The Gatf
apparently does not meet acceptable stand
Rivers in India are not merely holy but they are
the life blood of Indian agriculture. 50% of t
country’s population subsist on agriculture. Hows
the physical protection of our rivers leaves mug
be desired. Greater industrialisation and urbanis
have been polluting the waters of the rivers depog
urban waste and industrial effluents in them.
Centre has no doubt taken steps to meet the ¢
The Ganga Action Plan (GAP) has been take
hand and Rs 1800 crore has been spent on it
last three decades. The Modi government propg
to spend over Rs 20,000 crore in 5 years or
Namami Ganga Project. But there has been
improvement in sewage treatment and plants
not been modernised.

Action taken by New Delhi is faulted on seve

grounds. There are clashes between the Centné‘ma

the States and also between the sates thems
The river Danube flowing through a number of cer
European countries may provide guidelines
removing these clashes. There is also conflict bety
environmental needs and the building of dam
generate hydro power as in Arunanchal Pradesh
solution seems to be for people living in riverine tr.
of land to bring about improvement in the stat
the rivers. It has been done satisfactorily in a rive
district of Kerala. In Meghalaya, most of our riv:
are dying or are dead due to heavy siltation
pollution due to human activities. No sustaif
attempts have been made to regenerate these

The two important rivers of Shillong - the Umkhrah

and Umshyrpi are a stark example of how hun
have killed these rivers and turned them into dr:

But does anyone care beyond the expected cro¢

tears shed by the citizenry?

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

Opposition committed to
listed castes welfare

Bharatiya Janata PartyGovernor warned that a new;

(BJP) leader Mr Atal Behari phase of agitation woul
Vajpayee today said thebegin from the sixteenth.

opposition was committed to \E Cong(l) CMsto

the policy of reservations for ] )
the uplift of scheduled meetin Kohima on
castes and tribes as much as

the Congress(l). Mr May 6

Vajpayee was speaking at the The Congress(l) Chie
inaugural function of a Minister of North Easterr
worker's conference States are scheduled to mé
organization with the birth in Kohima on May 6 next fo
anniversary celebration ofdiscussing strategies for th

Dr B R Ambedkar. The day impending Lok Sabhaand the tag name ‘Verya population of 143,007 fast food sellers and parkingyhen its citizen becom

was observed as "Samteelections. This is the secor
Divas" by the party time that the Chief Minister
throughout the country. of Meghalaya, Nagaland

"There has been Mizoram, Tripura and
unanimity on the question of Arunachal Pradesh ar
extension of reservation andholding preparatoria
every ten yea when this meetings for the Lok Sabh
matter came up in Parliamentglection.

RBI proposal on specialised
Banks makes sense

Highly skilled professionals
are needed for the task

- Protect our Biodiversity,
Protect our Culture

that the survival rate of th

By Anjan Roy
e

s The Reserve Bank isgyerwhelmingly dominated
equietly launching a major py the commercial banks. As
restoration work, it appearsof june 2016, commercial
hWRBI has released apanks account for about
1&'30“35'0” paper  0Nng7o, of the total financial
{Wholesale and long termsector assets in the country.
Panks which proposes to seEombined with cooperative
up the eponymous newpanks, they account for
)nflnanqa] Institutions. ~~almost three-fourths of the
This is in effect bringing financial sector assets,
back to life the defunCtaccording to the RBI

EStI’UCtUI’e of deVeIOpmentd|Scuss|On paper on WLTF

May 22 is observed as
Intern):e\tional Day for By H H Mohrmen saplings planted wal
Biodiversity but as each almost zero. The objectiy
year passes and anotheforeign seeds not only putgivers and also to preventvas to increase forg
F&iodiversity day is the local seeds undemther rivers from the cover on these hills whic
t@% brated, more plants,threat of extinction butonslaught of pollution. are also the catchme

als and aquatic lifethese seeds also have a Our forests  have areas of river Myntdu, by
gpiptinue to disappear forhuge impact on the agrariamgradually vanished becaus&adly the project failed an
good from the face of the culture of the society. Theof the timber trade andthe entire exercise went
Vahith. It is true that newseeds have changed theharcoal producers whovain. The point is not t
(Aimal species have beeragrarian culture of theslaughter the forest withoutfind ~ fault with the
ently discovered in thepeople here. The traditionmercy because there is nglepartment  but th

tstate, but some plants,of keeping and sharingsystem on how to manageluestion is whether Wefinance institutions which panks. The universal banks,
animal and aquatic livesseeds that neighbourut forests. The tradershave learned any lessofisve had before. Thetnatis the commercial banks.
OedVe also rapidly practiced is gone becausevould cut every tree andfrom this? Industrial Finance gperate in retail as well as

\ i%appeared from the face ofthe farmers now depend orshrub and leave the land In most of the Corporation of India (IFCI), corporate segments and
earth. This vanishing actthe agencies for theiralmost barren. In the proceséeforestation schemes theéndustrial ~ Credit and offer varieties of financial
dfdappening across thesupply of seeds. Earlier;not only is the forestobjective is only to reachinvestment Corporation ofproducts and services.
universe and Meghalaya islooking for better quality destroyed but herbs andhe targets so departmenttndia (ICICl) and the These range from the basic
AlgOstranger to this rapid lossseeds could be a reason tplants’ used by thatuse species which ardndustrial Development geposit accounts, personal
h&‘; biological footprints. visit and chat with traditional herbal medicinereadily available and theBank of India (IDBI) were the |pans, and investments on
hen we talk about speciesneighbours; now farmerspractitioners use and wildKhasi Pine is the mogtthree principal DFIs which the retail side to the more
wbat gradually become no longer visit each otheredibles that people consuméopular alternative, but thehad served the country incomplex services on the
extinct, we are not only for exchange of best seedsalso disappeared with theSuU
hding about the rapid Hence the culture offorests. an

rvival rate is very poorthe early —years  of ynolesale side such as term
aﬁﬁ'ﬁuction of animate beingskeeping and protecting When the  forest these hills are still barre
a

d that is the reason wiyndustrialisation. loans, project finance, debt

As the financial systemgyndication, investment

Iso the sad extinctionone’s seeds has also diedlisappear the animals, bird¢oday. Khasi Pines are np volved and still later with hanking, and trade finance,
itifigglants and animals butNow many of our and insects which are paronly ~bad for the
the culture around which indigenous crops andof our web of life also €nvironment because the

fhe emergence of universahmong others.

,panking, two of the more = The justification for
Tﬂh@y exist also dies with vegetables are on the vergdisappear. People are yet t@re mono- crops and sin(
of extinction becauserealize that not only coal andthe pine forest is a mong

ctive DF'S Con_\/el’ted having a specia”sed
bl fhemseves i el e Eng i i
Igtleople say that culturefarmers no longer feel thelimestone are our resource§ulture, water retention Bhames |¥1 India’s banking.?i?k IS given by tTﬁ RtBr: as
rfipg tradition are part of ourneed to keep and protecbut the forest and what is indlso low in the area. The|Ec| “which was the Oldestdoeeovzsn._n ofWIf'nanc%I
identity as if culture is an their seeds. the forest are also ourother characteristic of theyt weakest of them all sectgr g : :

, . : L _ > ] ) , it may be necessary
lek@@nal manifestation only.  When we lose all ourvaluable resources andPine tree which is bad farremained in existence buffor the system to evolve
\gxééo!rget that our identity seeds we also lose our foodnlike the former which oncethe environment is that |tthat's about all. It is still towards a structure where
QsSRricately linked to the habit, our culture and ‘theexhausted  cannot  behardly attracts birds of surviving and carrying on, apart from the universal
king of relationship we have agro-ecology’ or the replenished, the latter isinsects to its forests. God knows, with what panks multiple
_with the world around us andtraditional knowledge sustainable resource. we want our| business. differentiated banks also
I ay of life we weave with systems that our ancestors In the past with the hopeplantations  to *  Historically, what had gperate in their specialized
,]%152' fellow creation and the wove around the plant. Weof making our environmentsuccessful we should usesounded the death knell forgomain and provide services

fid around us. The factare losing the knowledgegreener, the governmeniative species which arethe three DFIs was thejn their areas of competitive
various endemic to the area as thétroduction of the so-calledzgvantage. As the niche
use of what is available inhave created and whichdepartments like Soil saplings of these trees wjll*convertibility clause”. At phanks ~develop  core
Ile environment to their also evolved as it is handedConservation, Forestnot only have a betterthe height of their competency, expertise will
ge is one example obver from one generation toDepartment and even thechance to survive becausémportance when mostpe fostered in the banking
ay of life, but our the next. Therefore whenDistrict Council’s forest the land and the climate/ndian industries hadsystem that could lead to
Qivisye agrarian life is alsoour seeds are lost, part oflepartment were engaged i§ondition is alsq borrowed —from these enhanced efficiency in terms
suffering due to the changeour culture also dies withmass reforestation projectgonducive for its growt institutions, ~and theseof reduced intermediation

W@t is happening around. the lost seeds. across the state, but what i§ut it will be friendly to the, Institutions would provide ¢ost, better price and
c' In the past, farmers Our culture long-term loans as opposedmproved allocation —of
D

is alsothe success rate of thiggnimate lives in the area - - - !
glfefu”y select from the connected with the kind ofentire exercise? What is thd00. Endemic species wi |]Egor\;vocrm%gr%%ag;ggg'Tgecaputm._ Therefore,
: : : : » Nespecialized banks could
neseduce and keep the bestife we develop with our survival rate of the saplings€éncourage overgrowt government had proposed;p
as seeds for the future. Seedvater bodies particularlywe planted? Have we reallyaround it which will alsq 315 0= e PEPEsftater to the wholesale and
K&@ping is a tradition thatrivers. Rivers were thebeen able to achieve théd€lp to improve wate convertibility clause. This Ic;nﬁ-term financing needg
y  household s sources of fresh water fishdesired result? And if retention of the forest, bt swed the lenders too ¢ ‘?b?“]i-‘{lv'{‘hg econ(_)mly an
3:1; tices. It is also anin the past people earnedeforestation did not more importantly it will bel .overt their outstanding?eiﬁlﬁr),/ar',cinengap n fong-
Aestration of our generosity their livelihoods from succeed, do we know whyzaven for all' animate 5ans into equity shares in - Folloainy this logic the
because farmers also takdishing. Today that way of | mean, did we learn anybeings. the companies whichrp| has issgued Hce‘ﬁ’,ces for
eide in sharing the best oflife has been rudelylessons from the futile Of course the theme Ofreceived the funds. This wasy few specialised banks
rm%ds with their neighbours.snatched away from theprojects? :fhl_S year's celebration isin the late 1970s and earlyincluding new payments'
ortunately we now see people. Their rivers are At one point of time the ‘Biodiversity ~  and| 1980. banks. small business
hilgat the local seeds havedead and all the aquatic lifeentire hill range on the banksSustainable Tourism’ and  The convertibility clause financi’ng banks or private
disappeared at a veryin their rivers have of the river Myntdu from the the point is we need tphad scared the Indianpanks. The argument was
ming rate because of thedisappeared and renderetyntdu Bridge to Chahtngit Protect our biodiversity industrialists class to nofjrst articulated in the
]%oduction of genetically the river useless. Againand till the confluence of before we can even thinkend. As loan defaultsRaghuram Rajan Committee
dified seeds which arewith it part of our culture Myntdu and Myngkrem was Of attracting any tourist. mounted, the promoters ofon Financial Sector in 2008.
risgejally designed to yield also vanishes such as thander the reforestationOur strength is in the richthe assisted companies werghijs ine of argument was
maximum production and tradition of drying fish and program of a certain biodiversity that we haveworrying about losing fyrther followed up by the
so make it easy for thesmoking fish to give it a department, but the result i®nd our duty is to protegtcontrol as large chunks ofNachiket Mor Committee.
l%zﬁg]ers to grow and take caredistinct taste and preservdor everybody to see. Thethe same not only fortheir outstanding stood the —wyhile there is surely the
. it. There is an immediaterange remains barren berefeommercial purposes, byifisk of getting converted. need for such specialised

hinsThe popularity of these need to reclaim our deadf any tree which also meandor posterity. None of that had in effeCthanks and above all a long-
happened, though. Butierm wholesale funding

industry had thought betterpank, the new structure will

that people make the bestystems that our ancestorthrough its

[ TO THE EDITOR of going to these institutionsstij|| face the old problem.
thaé‘ gﬂng tc;]th_e market. Even if everything is in

Smug VlP Yours etc., food is sold outside athe wish of every paren scer%/a:ioe(/l\}ats %Ilsnct)e(r:?]ztnrga};eéﬂvogr %f suchf|nhst|tut|ons,
lture! Sonny Khyriem, hospital shows that theguardian to give theif and the higher costs ofpanka ooy ;melsebé‘e;”
culture:! Viaemail Government has no concervards the best educatiopfunds for the DFIs had bl Th banks will
about the health of itsEducation is 4 altogether spooked theirgtraohieym1 risfs?,en?ﬂressvf\gr

Editor hillona’ citizens. ~ Along  with fundamental right and iSpalance sheets. Withoutope ° Thov |

: Shi ong’s f h hat _Shill . . _ ne. They are being
Subsequent to the ootpaths what Shillong essential for the exercise psome kind of governmentyis alised as long term
success of Swachh Bharat problems need needs are more parkingall other rights. It alsg support it became impossiblgynding agencies, includin
series and the other . e spaces since most vehiclepromotes ~ individual for the DFIs to access lowfor tgheg infra,structureg
jhappeniﬂg initiatives taken Imaglnatlve ?I':e p%rked by the roadtsldefregdom,IdEmpOWerme tcost funding and on-lend tOprojectS and core industries
) i : erepy crealing and yields importantindustrial clients. Because '

by the Hon'ble Prime solutions! unnecessary traffic jams. ~ development As we have seen only

benefits.their securities came to b '
Another problem with Most crimes can betreated as not qualified agggﬁr;“y’tg"r?rﬂf;?ﬁhEf‘u”r'ff
Editor, Shillong is the paucity of attributed to unethical SLR (statutory liquidity companies and core
b hich has led Being the state capitalPublic toilets hence menupbringing of children| ratio) bonds, it was the lastnqustries had contributed
eacons which has led 1o &5 5ng  js  naturally relieve themselves in theabsence  of  sociglstraw. Starved of cheaphe maximum amount of bad
sort of crazy reaction fromq o qeqd' with traffic, trade, 0P€N without caring aboutawareness and mopgfunds and demand for theifgebts to commercial banks.
f some of the pampered andy, ,rists, schools, colleges,social graces. Even Policémportantly lack  of| funds dwindling for fear of ~ Tyo basic requirements
status conscious politicianssptertainment and Bazar which is in the hearteducation.” Mera Bhargtconvertibility, they became would be, firstly, cheap
2ovho are used to singing thgymysement spacesOf the city faces parking Mahan” is a very populayirrelevant. finance for on-ward lending
blues. Now we are all, ‘Every shjllong is the 330th mostissues. More than half of thesjogan but Bharat(Indigd) However, the and, secondly, highly
ePerson is Important’ (EPL)populous city in India with junction is occupied with will be Mahan(great) only disappearance of the thregajified staff for evaluation
_ sDFIs came to be increasinglyof risks. The first problem
dmportant Person’ (VIP) hasaccording to the 2011 0f two wheelers. It requiresgreat and it will be a realitymissed by Indian industry.yould be resolved if the
5 at this instant vanished. Mycensus. But while we havea lot of imagination to only when educatiofAfter all, industry needed ynjon government decides
,salutations to such aninnumerable problems withmanage the presenpecomes affordable. Iplong term debt funds. It wastg stand behind these
audacious proposallthe road condition andproblems of Shillong but this connection, throughnot always practical to raisepanks, at least to begin with.
eHowever  after  the traffic jams, there is also awhether we have suchyour esteemed daily, ||2dditional equity capital only Their securities, if given SLR
replacement of the redMajor problem with visionaries is the bigwould urge upon theand —thus —meet thestatys, could once again
peacons and to preserve thiotpaths all over the city. question. Indeed! the city isauthorities concernedrEeql_Jt”emet”}S_ for C‘5‘|°ex-thelp.

so called VIP way of life, the Large parts of the city havein crying need for immediateespecially the EducationEauity capital is a permanent what could be more

Minister, Narendra Modi
came the crackdown on VIP
culture, a ban on red

opposition parties extended Sources said that the .. <2 e how beina use footpaths for solution to get rid of thesepepartment to devise [aC0St and these cannot bentractable is these banks
full support to it. Kohima meeting will dwelll 2 5% S 2E %entr edestrians. Those thaidverse situations. policy on  making| €@sily erased. Additionalyijj| require specialised
Sikkim strike on taking preliminary steps hicle Rul xist are in a deplorable Yours etc., education affordable for ajl a4ty often came at a costpfficers to evaluate the risks

: regarding the qualificatiof MOtor Vehicle Rules do notcongition. A footpath is Sanjukta Maiti by forming a regulatory these diluted the markeiof |ong-term finance for
against taxes of the  prospective Provide any provision for jntended for use only by Shillong — 6 authority. This will make value of the shares. infrastructure finance. They

A three day bandh hasnOminees, party's streng pthe use of sirens or hootergedestrians but these have the fundamental right tp, MiSsing long term debt yjj| need engineers who
been called by the ruling@nd weaknesses in theeXxcept on ~emergencybeen encroached upon by Make Education education effective angfunds, industry haS.Oft,enshou_Id_ qualify as finance
Sikkim Sangram Parishaddifferent states and thevehicles such as the fireall kinds of hawkers from meaningful  so thaf PE€N asking for restitutionspecialists as well. They will
throughout the state fromoverall campaign strategy| Services or ambulancesalu muri to momos and what aﬁordab|e! education can reach ea:k&fl term funding institutions. need technical people to
April 17 to protest against Bodo ultras bein State Government mustave you. It is also and every child. This wil hat the RBI is now evaluate risks of specialised
the recent introduction of : g begin to take all necessaryemarkable that the width of _ benefit human kind angPreposing is to revive theseyrojects. How do they get
the direct Central Taxes.  Interrogated action on vehicles thatfootpath is so narrow that  Editor, - resultin a healthy societ}NISUtUtions in another name.nold of such personnel?
"Th I inst violate the rules. Forit i not sufficient fora | would draw kind i "oy e the visioh ne Wholesale and long terMyhere to dip their hands
hese aws against The dozen Bodg instance the Telangan ingle person to walk on.attention to the noble_Of a developing nation finance (WLTF) banks arejnto such resources pool?
Sikkimese people have to"baaxtremlsts now under pollceChief Secretarv had recenthEntrance to the  Civil profession of teaching as it Yours etc proposed to be set up as aNot a problem in a long run

repealed at the earliest” acustody in &illong have| d ot 3{ to Torbid Hospital is the besthas deviated from its Krishnendu Deb integral part of RBI'S \yhen their functioning will
SSP party release todaybeen subjected to intensi elf]sue rIOfI ication 0h orbid oy ample. Footpaths in frontobjective. It is regretful that Viaemail | 2PProach to build a structuresystemically generate these
said. The release said alinterrogation since Sunday.the use of sirens in the statGy 1o hospital gate arein today’s world this noble of differentiated banking andpeqple. But surely would be
essential services wouldPolice declines to dlsclosecapl,tal. Wh_en will our ~rowded with fruit sellers, profession is ruined due t R ST financial institutions to meet 5 handicap to begin
remain affected by the bandhanything at this stage, exception bIe_Chlef Secretary¢ast food peddlers andcommercialization. This has$ " g, name. address and contact the diversified funding with.Nevertheless, the more
and lw and order maintained.saying that efforts were still follow suit? Or will he? We other vendors all of which resulted in abnormally highuumber of the writer even ifthey are || T€QUITEMENLS of  anthe merrier. We need such
Earlier, the SSP had in aon to establish as to whighawait those ordersare a nuisance as well agees which ordinary citizens sent by email. Only letters with the expanding economy. _ specialised agencies for

memorandum  to  the group they belong to. anxiously. health hazard. That suchcannot afford, although it is requisite details will be published. Indian financial system is funding. (IPA Service)
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“When you take charge of your life, there

is no longer need to ask permission of

other people or society at large. When ya
ask permission, you give someone Vvetc

power over your life.”
--- Rabindranath Tagore
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Iran for reforms

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2017

HASSAN Rouhanihas been re elected Presider
Iran. He captured 57% of the total number of va
Conservative cleric Ebrahim Raisi was the m
challenger but he bagged only 38.5% votes. It w
victory for reformists against hardliners. The 2(
nuclear deal was of course the key issue in
election. Together with that came unemployment
the slow pace of change. Rouhani also prom
greater individual and political freedom. His victg

ensures strengthening of relations with the West

US had done well to reauthorize waivers from nuc

related sanctions before the elections in Iran. T

was a feeling that President Donald Trump wd
re-impose sanctions. That would have improvec

chances of hardliners. It is hoped that the US
continue the waiving of sanctions in future.
Rouhani will have to boost economic growth
reduce unemployment in the country. He will hav
focus on the benefits of the nuclear deal with the V
Relations with Saudi Arabia have to be impro
removing Shia-Sunni differences. Better relati
between the two will help resolution of the crisis
Syria and Yemen. Thaestructive role of the Islam
State will then be tamed. Rouhani’s victory s

India’s interests. India will have access to Afghanistaft

through a land route bypassing Pakistan and
will be opened to Central Asia and Russia via
International North-South Corridor. The lethar
pace of the development of the Chabahar Por
to be speeded up. Unless New Delhi can cash
Rouhani’s victory, Beijing will muscle in.
April 14, 1989
Scientists urged to evolve
earthquake resistant structures

beMgggimnbeud"d'fggrs SP::tlgaMayS ‘be of service bycontinue; vision for the explained and they terminology. Actually there isthey deserve. We can

tabilit 9 ith g ti Eonducting similar training future a non starter; wastefulrepresent  the  veryno danger to the communitylonger afford to go roun

iaallcsjlla){ior;ﬂg of e’;?gr:gglprogrammes. He alsoMLA  schemes will antithesis of visionary Instead there are evein circles. Elect leader
P stressed the need fbeontinue; non productive leadership, but increasing challenges for usvho will help steer the

trees in the North-East, whichmparting  education to th
is an earthquake prone are eople about th

This point was made by theyrecautions to be take
Meghalaya PWD, Minister,yhile puilding their houses

Mr O L Nongtdu while " ABS| apstains from
inaugurating a 12 day

training programme on attending talk with govt.
earthquake and earthquake The proposed
resistant design of buildinghetween the Assam
and bridges at Shillong onGovernment and the A

I
Monday. Mr Nongtdu Bodo Students Uniof Yours etc., was made on June 2
referred to the cata cymafUpendra Faction) failed to Kudos Seven Jenniefer Dkhar, NEC 2006. The Governments
disaster resulting in heavytake place today as the Set School! viaemail  Clarification Arunachal Pradesh an
loss of lives and property inABSU members abstained Assam on sever
Shillong more than 90 yeargjemandin resence of| a . . : occasions p
ago, even though there Wereepresemgtise from the Editor, L India a Ed'rtgr’os the news item Matter of construction o
no large buildings with thecentre in the meeting while Your news item "Seven . | d-p. ﬁ) t brid ‘the bridge but the project
high concrete buildings,.the Bodo extremists>ct Welcomes second rung meltmg pOt Cnh.las okr;geds " tge nga ad to be kept on hold dye
bridges and dams whichescalated their violence |rpudents” (ST May 21,2017) f | ~hiha to(; er MO 26eto non- availability of suc
have come up all over thgne state. Meanwhile, officialPT0J€cts  the grit and orraces: o gtaraee O T

State, the magnitude Oteports here said one per
disaster due to any bidyas killed an 60 other
earthquake could be manyncluding a policeman, we
times more, he said. injured in Bodo violence i
Mr  Nongtdu  also jjfferent placesin Assam
expressed his happiness SQUring the past 24 hours.
the North Eastern Council's  official reports said
proposal to set up facilitiesgoqg extremists was killed i
to predict earthquakes in this,; encounter with the poli
region. He said that suchy; Mohanpur under Jon

predictions cannot be solely,jice station of Lakhimp
relied on to save lives anzgismct yesterday.

property and it is imperative.,stable was injured wh

designs for buildings to_ . -

X police petrol was fired up
withstand — shocks Mrp e extremists at Bism
Nongtdu also stressed th@y jer Kokrajhar polic
need to develop appropriatgy,yjgn this morning, th

guidelines for buildings ., ,caple was removed
design in earthquake pron‘%ospital. At least 47 peop

areas. The Minister, o

appreciating the initiativesWe'e injured, two of the
taken by the North Easterp€riously, —when fiv
Council (NEC) in sponsoringP@ssenger train from Ne
the training’ programme,Bongaigaon to Gauripur i
hoped that it would pro\,ideDhubrl district derailed thi

ample opportunities formorning between Tipkafi ? gS

acquiring the necessaryansbari Stations o

knowledge and skill forNorthern Railway. Th

structural designing ofincident took place whe recently declared HSSLC confluence/ No one knowSor that was signed on!he Ministry of Power
earthquake resistanBodo insurgents removedexamination who is from the at whose call how manypecember 20, 2004, AnVas also requested f
structures. some fishplates. Six goog$chool. Kavita Joshi admits streams of humanity ingmount of Rs 55.79 lakh waSonsider implementing th

In his presidential wagons were alspthat what really matters is turbulent torrents camesanctioned vide sanctiorPfoi€ct. Today the bridg
address, the Professor dfverturned, no death ashard work” and the from to get lost in that seahrder No. NEC/T/FS/Dhola/N@S come up as a result
Earthquake Engineeringhowever, reported. The"'support and Here the Aryans, non -003/49 dated March 2g8continuous efforts from
University of Roorkee Drreport said while theencouragement of theAryans, Dravidians, 2005. The feasibility studyNEC' Itis only fair therefore

Brijesh Chandra Highlightedseriously injured wer
to traditional factors like theremoved to hospital, 4
use of local materials and thethers released after first al
socio cultural behavior of themeanwhile, top railwa
people in this region. He saitfficial have rushed to th
that his University would spot.

talkis

u

Row, Row, Row
Your Boat

By Toki Blah
to Wards lake. As we new workable ones. Th
watched the pleasureit all this change of guard The State Assembly alscchallenge to bring in ne
seekers  rowing  and theory is suppose to be thehas other types of electedelevant
t[ﬁfdling their boats alongpanacea for the commonrepresentatives. Thesdecomes a
{

tissuddenly struck me that | happen and alls well withby numbers with everychallenge

exists to replace ol
useless institutions wit

befor

replayed right there beforepoliticians
)$Ering us in the face andThe
their

th&hey are busy pushingdumb, mute, illiterate non further personal thinking and a new visio

an displaying their thinking entity that will pusiness interest byon how to overcome it
@BGhective boats (readenthusiastically swallow capturing  power  in 2018 is the opportunity t
igﬁgtical parties) to the the above piffle. The Government. The intention isbring forward these
gleCtorate. We are expectec@uthor with all humility the unscrupulous changes.

ity board such boats to bebegs to differ from such anexploitation of public funds ~ The 2018 polls will call
rowed to our destiny. Only arrogant and brainlessfor personal gains. Tofor a paradigm change i
1id8ble is that the political perspective and has noachieve their objectives theyour — perception  of
|§§gts have, for the last 45hesitation in declaring thatinvest heavily to getleadership. The profile o
rs, been going round andsuch ~a preposterousthemselves elected. Moneya good person wh
hewnd; in ever despairing suggestion is designedand muscle power are freelyistributes money an
circles; going simply simply to protect a morally employed to mobilise votesgoodies at election tim
uiélvhere and this writeup is corrupt and intellectually in their favour. It generally will have to be substitute
i | about 45 years of bankrupt political system! ensures victory at the pollswith that of a criminal ouf
halaya politics! The It has nothing to do with An octogenarian Presidento steal and rob us and o
\Orsery rhyme 'Row ,row, the welfare and wellbeingof a National Party haschildren of what is
row your boat, merrily down of the state and its peoplejovingly called such mal rightfully ours. We will
the stream’' comes to mind. So what do the comingpractitioners as 'Winnablenow have to call a spade
Only in our case the rowerselections really signify? If Candidates'. He encouragespade. Civil society
AREve no idea where theythe truth be told they aretheir entry into politics. Their NGOs, traditional bodie
ev»{pnt to go. Their only desire an opportunity for the increasing presence in thend faith based
-10 row the boat; they know people of Meghalaya to Assembly and in theorganisations will have t
\lest where nor do they care;elect leaders who will serveGovernment has playedgear themselves and ral
a%\ilsfied to row in circles; and lead the state and théavoc with the Governancetogether to spread th
V@§lving only within the people. Nothing more of the state. Meghalayamessage of redemption
Dﬂgcid waters of their own nothing less! The problemcontinues to slide downhillthe electorate. So far the
all lakes; the larger however lies in the choiceprimarily because suchhave remained silent; the
s figeper challenging watersof leadership available.people
of the outside world, that call Going by media reports, encouraged to

have beenhave ignored the porble

seebecause of their loyalty t

Gor a vision and a road map,every street corner has ahemselves as leaders. Ththe dispensers of fre
&re shunned. The statepotential leader just 2018 Assembly polls mightmoney. Their silence h
I8ntinues with its slow waiting to be elected. Suchsee an increasing number ofesulted in the rot an
Lgircular  boat ride to leaders  share threesuch people who will enterdecay in our system
nowhere. Meghalaya iscommon traits. Firstly they the political arena because igovernance and directl
inkgk! are there to save thehas become a market for thdamaged and harmed t
The 2018 Meghalaya people. From what, Godhighest bidder. The darkewery  society thes
tR&sembly elections are only knows. Secondly, theyside of mercenary politicsorganisations profess
g1‘@ming. What do they meanare there to preservemight still have some nastyuphold. We all have a dut
0 the common man? If onetradition and culture. surprises for us all. before us - to challenge
tWeare to by the declaration Outdated District Councils We have contendedcorrupt and dishone
_of our politicians and therefore need to beabove that the emotional calpolitical system. We nee
ID@Bsure groups, the need iprotected. Thirdly, theseto save the community fromto expose and ridicule th
for change. Beautiful! Spot leaders  represent asome vague unidentifiedmerchants of mercena
on! Only trouble with this paradox. They are peopledanger, is still considered golitics however might
political perception of who swear by the past asjote catcher. When dangeand powerful they migh
change is that it is strictly they see the future as darkis presented it invokes feabe. Force the political
limited to a change of guard;gloomy and uncertain. and fear is then used to drivgarties to setu
a change of faces. TheChange for them isthe electorate. Dangercandidates who will serv
current Govt is to be dangerous. Yet in the verycompels us to buildthe people not setu
replaced by a new same breath they promisebarricades and defences. liooters of the publi
dispensation, thats all. Asideto bring in a rosy future calls for confrontation ratherexchequer. This is our onl
from that, status quo will (lawei ba phyrnai). How, than cooperation. Danger ishance to bestow o
remain. Corruption will has never been logicallythe  wrong use  of children with the futur

Echairmen will continue. The manage to form thefor building bridges of next 50 years. 2018 is th
Tenvironment will continue majority of those returned opportunity instead of opportunity, let us no
-to be abused by unscientificto power. (People mightparricades and defensivevaste it.
mining and mal governancebelong to different partieswalls. Change is a challenge (The
will still be a priority. To cap but they think alike).

author is

not a threat. The challengePresident, ICARE)

TOTHE EDITOR

was watching the parody ofthe world. Most disturbing election. This class of MLAs Meghalaya however is theof resilience of the humanhistory
aghalaya politics being is the fact that mostcomes with no ideology, noability to elect leaders who spirit and victory even in forgotten. One of them was
: ~openly vision and no sense ofcan serve rather thandefeat. Moving beyond the60 year old railway engineer
yes. Another election issubscribe by this theory.commitment to anyone butexploit the people. This is paradigms of right and Sir John Rowald who
Meghalayan themselves. They come witithe greatest challenge wewrong and the side theysuccessfully led a party of
politicians are gearing up for electorate is seen as @ne singular objective - toface and we need neWhave focussed on the othepurvivors to safety. There

€posts of chairmen, vice unfortunately they still to overcome. Challenge callstate with a vision for the

Dunkirk of
the East

By lbu Sanjeeb Garg

BEATING THE RHETORIC

In recent times there hascontinued from March till

technology been renewed interest inlate September as people
. livelihood stories of the World Wars kept pouring in. In the m_|dst
placid waters of the lake,mans troubles. Let itunfortunately are increasingpriority. The biggest that were previously neverof those treacherous times

unearthed. These are storied few heroes emerged whom
had perhaps

stories of war. And one suchwere other heroes as well -
. heroic story which unfolded the British planters of
b during World War 2 was the Assam who provided relief
evacuation of Dunkirk. The to those who were passing
Axis forces had surroundedthrough the forest, the
Allied troops holed up in the tallest among them being
nsmall seaside town ofperhaps celebrated planter
Dunkirk in France. Against Gyles Mackrell. Yet there
f all odds however the Allied would be no doubt that the
D troops were able to escapemost forgotten of the heroes
dIn the face of imminent were those impoverished
cdeath it was one oftea garden workers who
d mankind's finest moments. despite their own pitiable
Around the same time condition didn't hesitate to
Uhowever a similar story of help the refugees.
resilience was unfolding in  The war and the escape
the other side of the planetaltered  the political
arhe theatre was Burma andandscape of South East
the event which seemed toAsia forever. A glaring
5 trigger a similar story of example at this point would
heroism was Japanesde of the famous Assamese
b attack on Burma. It wasmerchant and adventurer
yMarch 1942, as the World Purnakanta Buragohain. It
eWar 2 began to unfold inwould be unthinkable today
OAsia the Japanese forceghat just 70 years ago a
ybegan to make light of themerchant from Assam had
yAllied colonies of Asia. After been able to set up shop in

The 500 kilometres long journey was
through the Hukawng Valley in the
f Mytikinia district of Kachin state.
From here one had to proceed to the
treacherous Chaukan Pass at the
| northwestern end of the mountains
t which divides Bhutan from India.
One also had to cross the extremely
y erratic Daphla river on the way.
Prior to that March in 1942 very few
had ever crossed through that route.
Faced with Japanese onslaught
others took the Chindwin river up
to Tamu in Manipur and eventually
| entered Dimapur from where they
could proceed to the rest of the
country.

S

e

r

2

D

e
establishing their Burma and subsequently
dominance in the rest ofborder areas of China. In his
South Asia the Japanesdravel diary Nine Years
forces began to movebeyond the Patkai he

rapidly towards Burma andarticulates the tension and
India. the subsequent relief when

It all started when he was able to cross over
3 Japanese air forces startetp Assam once the Japanese

2017(ST May 15, 2017), thidhuge funds in the NE
is to clarify that the NorthAnnual Budget.

Eastern Council (NEC) had Several parliamen
actually done the plannin

and feasibility study of the0n this issue and finally i
‘case. During the 46ththe review meeting held o

ofietermination of the school.

It also reveals the all- Editor,

eembracing and vivid |n his article, "This
yunderstanding that the|ndia!" (ST, May 20, 2017),

school authority ~and Ananya Guha rightly said
management has towards'To look upon the invader

the real meaning of as 'enemy' in present da ini

neducation. The purpose ofcontexts é anallochronistic.')é(abruary 8, 2002, the thedi Moy
eeducation is to shape minds|f we brand those who
and mould characters. TOinvaded India as enemy 1 ridge over the
rhave the courage and thethen Aryans will also get?ezrgi%ni?egtjge ;cotﬂ:t{#i%“% rak?maputra Rive
open mindedness to accepthe tag! Indeed, it will be over rivgr Bra%ma utra Tghebetween Dhola and Sad
students tha} need a littlediabolical if we let SUChthen Governor of Rssah Llis part of the DPR for th
more coaching, guidanceprejudices destroy OUlGen. (Retd) S K Sinha pvswPibang  Multipurpose
and grooming speaks national fabric. As a matter, 4 Chairman. NEC a’greed tglydro-electric Project. As
highly of the school and its of fact, invaders came, saWnquct the feasibility study @ fOIlOW up to the review
teachers. What is of greaterbut assimilated into INdia-7pe tonder for the some wag1€etings, the Ministry o
Pmportance is for the Such is the magic of OUfnvited by NEC on June 24 0Wer was requested g

of Power

Pradesh, Mukut Mithi hadfor the construction o

&eachers to be perpetuallycountry This has b k
Y. 003 and opened onPctober3l, 2007 totake u

ready and eager to help, topeautifully been portraye February 10p 2004 With the Central Electrical

lend a hand, encourage andn a Tagore's poem “Altogether 10 partiesAuthority  (CEA) the

raise the spirits of the "Bharat-tirtha". Tagore naytiei A approval of the projec
students thereby lighting awrote, "Oh my mind, wake{)haergglpa,t,?g mcl:tc'm(glljrtaorftwith the option of the
jamp of good cheer and up slowly in this holy place/Engineering Services (CBSFoNSstruction of a bridgg
uccess. Seven Set Schooindia, on the shores of thigndia Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi was©Ver the Lohit channe
did it, for the topper in the sea of great humarsglected and the agreemeftween Dhola and Sadi

eschool”. Seven Set SchoolChinese, Scy

thians, Hun i hat NEC's role be
Bprovided  what  their pathane Swas completed in Februar)}

and Mughal®2 2006. The same wadhentioned.

gquestions also were raised®

Meeting of the NEC held onS€Ptember 14, 2007, the

Chief Minister of Arunachal INformed that the proposal

fbombing Rangoon onattacks had started. Such
dDecember 23, 1941. It washuman stories of people
| subsequently bombed agairmoving seamlessly across

ursued theon December 25, 1941. Asborders would not be

the Japanese began to crog¥ossible anymore. Given
over to Burma, the British the  present  tension
and the Indian citizensbetween India and China
began a long arduoussuch incidents seem all the

journey back home. Whatmore improbable.
was to be was a three montfilistorians also recorded of
trail on foot through hills harmonious relations
nd jungles. What unfoldegbetween different South
was not the journey aloneASian communities in the
but a story that is nothingP’® war era. Punjabis ,

short of a drama. Some 2.ramils ,Sindhis lived in
dpeace and traded in Burma

and China. There were
Axomiya villages spread
p across Burma which dated
Oto the Burmese invasion of
Assam. South East Asia

was truly a place of

20,000 refugees survived th
journey which was almost
300 miles or almost 500
kilometres long. More tha
4000 people are believed t
have lost their lives in the

a
rn m from
»Journey some OM confluence. Yet merely 70

" exhaustion others from .
malnutrion or drowning, yet years later such stories do
the true numbers of t’hosenOt reverberate anymore.

From a political point of

dead will never be known. .

) view perhaps the Burma

The 500 k|Ic;rr:1etreshIc;rr1]g march was a failure for the
gl—?ulzney Wavs I roug h €Allies. For the imagined
ukawng Valley In the .ommynities of South East
Mytikinia district of Kachin aqia it was perhaps the loss
 Droceed 1o the eacheroug 2 (e gore by. Yet more
p fhan 70 years later the story

| Chaukan Pass thesf the trek from Burma
i northwestern end of thegiands out as a story of

' mountains which divides human resilience. Faced
thUtan from India. One alSOagainst the odds of both

onad to cross the extremelyman and nature, of Burmese
erratic Daphla river on the pandits and the cholera of
-way. Prior to that March in japanese war shells and the
'E942 very few had evertricky Daphla river the
Otrossed through that routepeople who took the
Faced with Japanesgourney stood firm. It was
onslaught others took thetruly a story of victory of
Chindwin river up to Tamu the human spirit that needs
in Manipur and eventually to be celebrated. The trek
entered Dimapur from wherethat moment was truly the
they could proceed to theDunkirk of the East.

dstudents required. | expressmerged into one body." circulated to the Government Yours etc,,
my happiness and wish Yours etc., of Arunachal Pradesh and Manas Ranjary
€Seven Set School the very Suijit De, Assam for their comments. Mahapatra

best in the years to come! DIPR, NEC, Shillong

Kolkata Presentation of the study

rest of the country. (The author looks for
The evacuation stories of North East India)
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“Be more concerned with your character
than your reputation. Your character is
what you really are while your reputation
is merely what others think you are.”

--- Martin Luther King
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Lynching in Jharkhand

SEVEN persons were lynched because of motivated

rumours about child lifting within days of Jharkhand

Chief Minister Raghubar Das launching 21 projects

under Momentum Jharkhand, the 2007 campaign to

attract hundreds of crores of investment in the state.

Raghubar Das can now have two faces. He may be

considered the head of a reformist state. At the same

time he may be regarded as one who flouts the rule

of law. Some arrests have been made following the

lynching but Raghubar Das has to act decisively to

prove that he is indeed the head of a progressive

state. The rumours of kidnapping which caused the

lynching are nothing unfamiliar in the state; nor is the

mob action against such rumours. The social media

also aggravated public indignation. In 2012, such

rumours led to a panic flight of migrant workers from

the north-east. However, the recent lynching confirms

the impression that those who do it think that they

enjoy immunity. Policemen are accustomed to it and

on this occasion also did nothing to prevent murder.

It was not merely because they were outnumbered.

The sinister mind-set was behind it. The campaign

against child lifters had started long before actual

violence broke out. The authorities had enough time

to take preventive action. The counter campaign by

the authorities came too late. Exemplary punishment

is the only remedy for this sort of rash lynchings in

certain states. Such vigilantism is often supported by

the local people. It is considered legitimate for citizens

to unleash lethal violence. That of course is a

perversion of democracy. Jharkhand is especially

prone to such mob violence and the mob taking the

law in its own hands. The most rampant cases are

the lynching of tribal women accused of witchcraft.

LOOKING BACK

April 14, 1989

Laloo opens school building

The people should not
expect the government to do
everything for them and
should contribute their mite
towards building up the
state and the country. This
was  stated by the
Meghalaya Minister for
Rural &  Community
Development, Dr R C Laloo
while inaugurating the

Mookyniang L.P. school
building recently. Earlier,
inaugurating a fete in aid of
the Chitang M.E. School, Dr
Laloo called upon the
parents to ensure that their
children went to primary
schools, or the efforts of the
government to bring about
educational advancement
would be futile.

Dynamics of a

comprehensive education

The idea that children
should be engaged in the
learning process right from
an early age was first
developed in Europe in the
sixteenth century and it was
only until the nineteenth
century that England
passed the law related to
child labour. Similarly,
during ancient periods there
were learning institutions
but history was not specific
as to whether children were
part of these entities. But it
seems that ancient
processes of learning were
mainly restricted to grown-
ups and for philosophical or
spiritual insights where
priests or monks were
commonly the prominent
teachers.

But coming back to our
regional context, we have
inherited a colonial system
of education and also their
learning objectives. The
primary objective of
learning was to finally serve
and assist the colonial
administrators at that time.
And that was the reason a
high school candidate or
below was offered a job in
the colonial government
and was even promoted to
the rank of Extra-Asst.
Commissioner. For the
missionary, the primary
objective was that the local
Christians should be able to
read the Bible in their mother
tongue in order to
strengthen and sustain the
mission work which for
them was very vital. Despite
the overwhelming response
towards education, there
was no sincere thought or
attempt to establish higher
studies of any sort. Setting
up schools was primarily to
teach the basic concepts
reading, writing and simple
calculations which
ultimately made them the
befitting servants and
assistants. In this way, even
if there were talented local
citizens who could be like
Mahatma  Gandhi or
Ambedkar and others they
were limited by the
educational standard and
ended up serving the
colonial administrators. But
thank God for those who
could pursue higher
education outside their
place of origin in those days.

After seven decades of
free India, the number of
institutions has
undoubtedly gone up
exponentially and most of
them are motivated by the
net profit out of the growing
numbers of students who
desire to pursue higher
studies in order to get better

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

and preferential job
opportunities with higher
returns to sustain oneself
and the family. If the driving
force  behind every
aspiration is for
employment security, then
this will also shatter the
greater potential of creating
opportunities. Our
education system has
created a situation that
makes people pursue only
white color jobs. And for
this reason when
opportunities become
scarce and limited, many
people will be forced to
practice trickery and deceit
in order to get employment.
On the one hand our
agriculture and cultivation
system is on the verge of
dying because those who
have left their villages and
towns for studies can no
longer engage themselves
in the livelihoods of their
parents - agriculture.
Whereas, the situation is
completely opposite in the
advanced states and
countries of the world
where agricultural activities
and farming are being
handled by the educated
who can add value to the
agriculture and improve
production and also
connect their products with
global buyers. Therefore,
there is an urgent need to
upscale opportunities in
order to mitigate this huge
unemployment problem. If
the country or state can
achieve this then it can
become a self-reliant
economy because the
human resources produced
are utilized within the
country for production of
other resources.
Meaningful education
should be dynamic as well
comprehensive. Dynamic
refers to the energy that a
person has derived from
the education system that

will further stimulate
changes and progress in
the society.

Comprehensive on the
other hand refers to the
different varieties of
learning that encompass all
aspects of human
development. As I said, we
have inherited a colonial
education which is
selective in nature, but the
fact is that from 1960
onwards the British have
themselves shifted to a
comprehensive system that
corresponds to the public
schools of the USA,
Canada and Germany. It is

because of this reason
perhaps that most of the
innovative ideas and
inventions in any field of
studies or social
development were
commonly found to have
originated from western
countries.

Education should shape
the future of a student and
bring out the innate
potential in him or her as an
individual person. But in our
case the opposite is
happening and students are
made to strive for one goal
only and that is to pass the
final examination with high
percentage. And out of this,
the idea of establishing
schools or colleges is just a
business venture either to
commemorate or honour
some person. The end
journey of the student today
is to serve someone rather
than generating new ideas
that will last forever and
yield maximum benefit. The
status of our education
system today is similar to an
orphanage that does not
have either the provision or
facility to take care of them
as adults. It is very common
for orphans to be given
good care while they are at a
young and tender age but
there is no nurturing for them
when they become adults.

Dynamic and
comprehensive education
should be multi-disciplinary
and able to address the
issues and problems that
confront the very existence
of the society and how to
resolve  these issues.
Students should be allowed
to explore in the education
field right from early age with
reality, facts and figures so
that they can process those
in their minds and reproduce
them one day in a wonderful
way. It is indeed difficult to
change or reform to a new
system because we have
adapted to this old system
for too long a time. But this
is not the only system of
education!

Karen Kindrick Cox in one
of her blog post said, "Not
all learning is equal.
Covering the material does
not mean understanding,
finishing a textbook does
not indicate mastery. No real
learning takes place until it
moves  from  surface
knowledge to dynamic
knowledge; to not only
"know about" the
information, but to be able
to apply the skill or concept
to real life accomplishment."

Dynamic knowledge steps
beyond just "know about"
and steps into
performance. It is actually
doing something with the
information, working with
it, building skills and
understanding at a deeper
level. Dynamic knowledge
is to gain a feel for
something, to
internalize information
and have it become real
and active in the learner's
world. Students gain
dynamic knowledge by
experience. It takes more
effort, but it reaps greater
rewards. Surface
knowledge on the other
hand diminishes the
probability for long-term
retention to occur. Yet this

is the model that
permeates modern
education.

Howard Gardner, in his
book, Frames of Mind:
The Theory of Multiple
Intelligences write of
"intelligence as a
problem-solving,
product-producing
capability." According to
him every individual
possesses eight or more
relatively autonomous
intelligences. Individuals
draw on these
intelligences, individually
and corporately, to create
products and solve
problems that are relevant
to the societies in which
they live. And these are
linguistic intelligence,
logical-mathematical

intelligence, spatial
intelligence, musical
intelligence,  bodily-

kinesthetic intelligence,
naturalistic intelligence,
interpersonal intelligence,
and intrapersonal
intelligence. When these
intelligences are properly
nurtured and guided they
can make a person
productive and wealthy.
Dynamic knowledge
should be a big part of
children's learning
experiences and will lead
to long-term retention and
a passion to learn as well
as the ability to apply
what they learn to their
lives and for the society
as a whole. The state is a
major stakeholder in
bringing about such
changes that will affect the
future of its citizens and
to avoid the chances that
may induce burden and
other problems such as
unemployment challenge
and limited resources and
opportunities.

TO THE EDITOR

Leakage of
MBOoSE results

Editor,

The leakage of the list of
MBOoSE toppers as reported
in your daily (ST May 23,
2017) has again raised
questions about  the
credibility of the Board
.While in the past, there were
question paper leaks, the
release of the result on social
media, a day before the
result has only exposed
MBoSE. This appears to be
an inside job. Many parents
and students were shocked
to learn of this matter and it
has cast doubts in their
minds on the state of affairs
of MBoSE.

If the results can be
leaked, as a parent, I am
worried about the
authenticity of the marks
allotted to toppers and
successful students. From
my interactions  with
students, I could gauge that
they are not happy with the
way MBoSE conducts the
examination and declares the
results. Students who
expected top positions were
disappointed by the results
as there is a vast difference
between the marks they
obtained and what they
calculated soon after the
exams. Now, the only way
out is to go for re-
evaluation, but the students
feel dejected as they believe
that justice and fair play are
a far cry since they have lost
faith in the current system.

I would suggest that
MBOoSE opens itself to the
public and allows students
and their parents to have a
look at the answer scripts if
they wish to, as RTI rules

allow this. Since it affects the
future of students, MBoSE
should clear the re-
evaluation of answer scripts
within two weeks of a
student applying for re-
evaluation. I am also
skeptical about the manner
in which hitherto unknown
schools were placed in top
positions by MBoSE, while
the schools that used to
excel every year did not
figure in the top twenty list!
Without questioning the
capability of the students to
secure top positions as they
did there is now a genuine
need to examine the
allegations in the wake of
the leaked results.
Yours etc.,
A concerned parent
Name withheld on
request

STP and cab

drivers

Editor,

There has been so much
talk about reining in local cab
drivers who refuse to ferry
passengers mid-way or from
certain starting points to the
extent that the traffic
department went into an
over drive of asking the
public to register
complaints against such
errant cab drivers. What is
appalling is that traffic
policemen  posted at
various points and
junctions do not have the
courage to reprimand or take
these local cabbies to task
but simply look on instead
of helping and assisting the
hapless commuters. This
happens in places like Police

Bazar, Motphran,
Laitumkhrah, Happy Valley,
Madanryting etc. Traffic
policemen in other states go
out of their way to assist
commuters but here it is the
common man that has to help
himself. Take for instance the
traffic junction at Don
Bosco Square which your
paper had highlighted as
being hugely inconvenient
foOr the public but which has
fallen on deaf ears. It's
almost as if Traffic Police
have all the wisdom in the
world. Can we ask the Chief
Minister to call a meeting of
commuters and traffic police
personnel where idea can be
exchanged, otherwise where
is the public platform for
airing our views?
Yours etc...
Dominic S. Wankhar
Shillong-7

Issues before
Meghalaya Sth

Pay Commission

Editor,

The on-going terms of
this  Meghalaya  Pay
Commission headed by Mr.
P.J. Bazeley, the ex Chief
Secretary of Meghalaya is
approaching its conclusion,
but even at this eleventh
hour, I would like to advance
2 core points of contention
before this Commission in
the larger interest of my
fellow State employees: (1)
To revoke the blanket ban
on compassionate ground
appointment that was
promulgated since
November 24, 2010 vide

Notification No. PER (AR)
62/2009/54 Dtd 02.12.2010.
Against this total abolition,
there are, nevertheless, a
good number of cases
where the sole earner of the
family who happens to be
employed in  Govt.
Department may suffer an
untimely death thereby
leaving the entire eligible
dependants high and dry
ending up in pecuniary
crisis. I can't see reasons
why our Govt. has
sweepingly adopted such
a hard line administrative
policy even as we notice
that in Central Govt Offices
there still exists, a quota
reserved for
compassionate
employments and for that
matter even in most state
governmen:t
establishments such job-
facility has not been
dispensed with in toto.
Thus, unlike Meghalaya,
they set the stellar example
of being a truly welfare
states of India which is why
in the All India governance
index revealed recently on
May 13, Meghalaya
finished at the bottom of
states in the field of justice
delivery.

The next important point
is that in the span of two
years all duly retired State
personnel post
superannuation will have
become senior citizens and
such citizens are globally
respected as
conspicuously vindicated
in advanced notions like
Japan, the western
countries and others.
There is no gainsaying that

with the advance of age, the
human body is susceptible
to winter's chill and most of
them perish owing to
inclement weather like that of
Shillong which is notorious
for extreme winter
conditions. Going by this
analogy, 1 request the
existing Pay Commission to
also include winter
allowances to the retirees
besides the other allowances
normally availed by the
latter. Admittedly, none can
call to question the fact that
these retired staff had at the
prime of their service life
rendered invaluable services
to the State Govt. in their
various capacities. Thus as
a token of gratitude, the
Commission ought to
favorably introspect over
this humanitarian issue.

On the above premise [
also  appeal to the
Meghalaya Federation
Employees Union to take up
the suggestions in right
earnest before this Pay
Commission, which are per
se the welfare packages
which could go a long way
in benefitting the working
community of the State
Govt, many of whom would
have loved to continue
services but for their having
attained 58 years of age.

Yours etc
Jerome K. Diengdoh
Shillong 2

Status of women
in Islam and
Christianity

Editor,
The talaq victims' step in

rejecting the move of the
All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) to
curb the practice via
circulars to Qazis will make
no dent in the status of
women in Islam. Nikah is
an Islamic marriage in
which the bride agrees to
have a husband and is
willing to share him with
three other women if he
decides to marry them, and
the bride-to-be also agrees
to become his ex-wife if he
decides to say "Talaq,
talaqg, talaq". In the case
of a Christian marriage,
both the prospective
husband and wife know
that their "marriages are
made in heaven," and that
they have no choice but
to remain husband and
wife, "till death do us part".
When a Christian man or
woman marries, the
spiritual law binds them
together as long as they
are alive. But if one dies,
the laws of marriage no
longer applies to him or her.
So while the wife or
husband is alive, she/he
would be committing
adultery if she/he married
another woman or man.
But, according to the Bible,
if either the wife or
husband dies the survivor
is freed from that law and
does not commit adultery
when he or she remarries.

Oh, the difference
between a Christian and

an Islamic marriage
(Nikhah)!

Yours etc.,

Omar Luther King

Delhi - 34

A Legend
Revisited

By Barnes Mawrie

One year has passed
since the death of Fr. (Dr)
Sylvanus Sngi Lyngdoh, an
eminent Khasi scholar,
writer and a luminary of
Meghalaya. He passed
away last year on May 28.
His funeral was by far the

most solemn and well
attended event in the
history  of  Shillong.

Recently, on may 19, 2017,
his mortal remains were
transferred from
Laitumkhrah Catholic
Cemetery to Sacred Heart
College campus in Mawlai.
A beautiful mausoleum has
been constructed for the
purpose. He is still being
fondly remembered and
continues to attract a lot of
people. On May 28, 2017 his
first death anniversary, a
large crowd of people is
expected to turn up to pay
homage at his mausoleum.
Fr. Sngi will live on as a
legend  about  whom
generations will never cease
to talk. He was a multifaceted
personality who had a midas
touch in everything he did.
We can speak endlessly
about him and his
achievements however, 1|
would like to focus on one
quality of his, namely, his
vision for the Khasi people.

Fr. Sngi was truly a
visionary and he could read
into the future of the Khasi
society and this prompted
him to act vigorously on
behalf of the people in order
to shape for them a brighter
future. From a literary sense,
he has given the Khasi
Christians two precious

they have in their earthly
existence. The relevance of
such an idea cannot be
underscored. Every group of
people has some kind of
mythology which recounts
their origin as connected to
some supernatural elements.
This is what gives the people
a sense of pride about their
identity and purpose in life.
By knowing about our origin
through the Dorbar-blei and
the task assigned to us by
God therein, the Khasi
people should feel proud
about their identity and
integrity as a people. This
should convince us that in
spite of our small number, we
are not second to anybody,
that we are great in our own
way and that we can achieve
glory like any other group of
people in the world.
Another vision of Fr. Sngi
was to promote and enrich
the Khasi language. He had
an idea of amalgamating the
different dialects into the
one Khasi language. For
this reason he made great
effort in incorporating many
words from the different
dialects especially of Ri
Bhoi, into the official Khasi
language. In this manner, he
not only enriched the Khasi
vocabulary but he also
contributed towards a
greater unification of the
Khasi race. Everyone knows
that "language unites" and
in doing this he had a vision
of a unified and strong
Khasi tribe. In an era where
there is so much intra-ethnic
feeling even within the
Khasi tribe itself (eg. the

The relevance of such an idea cannot
be underscored. Every group of people
has some kind of mythology which
recounts their origin as connected to
some supernatural elements.

dictionaries: Hebrew-Khasi-
Aramaic and the Greek-
Khasi. Apart from these he
has published Khasi Bible
Commentaries called Ki
Pynshai shynna on the
different books of the Bible.
One may ask, why all these
works? One who
understands his vision
would know that it was his

desire that the Khasi
Christians should have
access to the hidden

treasures of the Bible. Thus
by having commentaries in
our own language and the
dictionaries of Biblical
languages (Hebrew,
Aramaic & Greek) in Khasi
language, the Khasi people
are so privileged to have the
possibility of delving into
the depth of the Holy
Scriptures. There are very
few groups of people in the
world who have such a
possibility. As a person who
appreciated and promoted
indigenous talents, Fr Sngi
has immortalized the name
of Jespil Syiem a naturally
gifted poet of Ri Bhoi by
putting in black and white
the phawar (poetry) in four
big volumes each running
into hundreds of pages. It
was his conviction that
such hidden talents should
not be lost or wasted. He
has also preserved for
posterity the Land System
of Ri Bhoi and the Pomblang
Syiem of Nongkrem in his
two booklets which are of
immense value.

It is interesting how Fr.
Sngi would speak endlessly
about the mythological
Dorbar-blei (Divine
assemblies) which numbers
four of them. He has written
extensively on these in
almost every book and
article of his. Even in his
talks and lectures he would
never fail to speak about
them. He seemed passionate
about this idea. We may ask,
why speak about such
mythological events and
what relevance do they
have? Today we understand
his visionary insight in
doing this. Through these
Dorbar-blei he was trying to
demonstrate the divine
origin of the Khasi people
and the God-given purpose

Pnar ethnic feeling), such an
effort is worth emulating.

It was Fr. Sngi's
conviction that "number is
strength” and "number
ensures survival." He had a
vision of a Khasi people
reaching a secure population
of 3 million. He used to say
that "once we reach the 3
million population mark, our
race would never disappear
from the face of the earth."
For this reason, he would
emphasize on having a big
family. When we consider
the fact that the Khasis are
only a minority group in
India's vast population, it is
reasonable to advocate a
large family, or else we will
be decimated and disappear.
Let us not forget that four
million Jews died in the WW
II holocaust, but they are still
a strong race today. This is
because they have a large
population. Had it been any
of our North-Eastern tribes,
we would have been
exterminated. Unfortunately,
there are some tribal
communities in Tripura who
advocate nuclear families
and today they are on the
verge of extinction. Fr. Sngi
went further in
strengthening the Khasi
race by advocating the
traditional Tangkur
ceremony wherein new
Khasi clans are created
through non-Khasi
ancestresses. In his life time
he has created as many as
twelve new clans.

We could discuss more
on this topic but as of now, I
conclude by saying that Fr.
Sngi's vision for the Khasi
people should not be lost
sight of. He was a true son
of the soil who loved his
people and his culture and
tradition and wanted others
to do the same. He would
burn the midnight oil and
outrun the dawn to work
tirelessly on his computer
producing volumes of
valuable Khasi literature. He
was truly a man with a clear
vision and a great sense of
mission. His legacy will live
on among the Khasis and he
will continue to be an
inspiration for generations
to come.
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Of VIP's and foreign visits

IT is customary for VIPs from Meghalaya (politicians

and officers) to visit European countries, ostensibly

for tie-ups that would benefit the state. But do these

visits ever result in anything concrete? In the past

similar visits were made to other European countries

but with little results. Since public money is used for

such visits the public expect a detailed report of the

visit and the areas of collaboration that have been

agreed upon with the governments of the countries

visited and the terms of engagements that these

countries have set for us. Since all collaboration are

based on mutual benefit, what is Meghalaya offering

these countries in lieu of the technological assistance

given to the state of Meghalaya and not just this

present government? Let us not forget similar such

business travels to the USA which were purportedly

meant to be a learning exercise for our MLAs on the

techniques of high wall mining. That was 2009. Itis

ironic that Meghalaya does not yet have even a mining

policy! So what exactly did the MLAs learn from

that visit? Was that not sheer waste of public money?

It's a different matter that in Meghalaya very few

individuals or groups are public spirited enough to

do an RTT on such superfluous visits!
This is not the first time that Chief Minister Mukul

Sangma is visiting Europe. Would he like to inform

the people of Meghalaya the list of projects that have

benefitted them through such visits? The list of areas

of collaboration this time looks like it includes

everything under the sun and if we are to believe that

these would lead to fruition then Meghalaya would
indeed be a shining outpost! From agriculture to health
care, sports, science and technology, urban

development, eco-system management, sustainable

business environment , art and culture; you have it

all! So we have everything sorted out! Really? Will

the Belgians come and help sort out the urban

nightmare here? Can they induce behavioural change?

What eco-system management can they teach us that

we don't already know of? Knowing is one thing -

doing is another! It's the doing part that is the

challenge here. Let's call such foreign visits by their

name - paid holidays! And let's also call the bluff

out!

Corruption Unlimited

Modi on rampage

Political  India is
beginning to resemble a
leaking sieve. As notorious
tales continue to tumble out
fast and furious about
Messrs Lalu and parivar,
Chidambaram and son Karti,
Congress's Sonia's son-in-
law Vadra and spiced with
allegations against Aam
Aadmi's Kejriwal. Trust our
netagan to evoke "political
vendetta" (sic), "malicious
onslaught" and "baseless
charges" yelling blue
murder when cornered.
After all, denial is always
their last refuge!

Their plunder is both
grisly and horrifying. Take
former Union Finance
Minister and his son Karti
who are in the CBI and
Enforcement Directorate's
crosshairs over involvement
in the Aircel-Maxis deal
wherein Karti allegedly
received a $2 lakh payment
as payoff. Alongside
'kickbacks' from other firms
whose files were pending
with the Foreign Investment
Promotion Board under his
father's charge like INX
Media wherein he received
Rs3.5 crores.

In raids conducted at 14
locations including their
residences across Mumbai,
Chennai and Delhi the CBI
also unearthed various
dubious  land  deals.
Predictable, was
Chidambaram's response,
"Government is trying to
silence my voice." Chorused
the Congress, "Revenge is
the BJP's DNA.

RJD's Lalu is no stranger
to controversy. So far the
Supreme Court has not only
reopened one of the five
chara scam cases, but the
Income Tax raided 22 places
in Delhi and adjoining areas
and purportedly unearthed
benami properties worth
over Rs 1000 crores
including two seven and
two acres farms belonging
to daughter Misa alongside
residences in post colonies
of  other  daughters.
Allegedly, he also has links
to owners of Royal Tulip
Hotels in Dwarka.

Additionally, two sons
Bihar's Dy Chief Minister
Tejasawi and brother
Cabinet Minster Tej Pratap
became richer through
"dubious sale" of a plot of
land and a house in prime
Patna which was "gifted" to
them by a businessman.
Their upcoming mall too has
been in the eye of the storm
and its construction stayed

By Poonam I Kaushish

by the Union Environment
Ministry.

But a nonchalant Lalu
dismisses this as a witch
hunt by "fascist BJP" and
VOows to emerge stronger.
He is banking on his clout
within the ruling JD(U)-RID
alliance in Bihar, daring ally
Nitish Kumar to break ties
and adding, that any
attempts to malign him
would see his followers
taking centre stage.

The fledgling AAP's
boss  Chief Minister
Kejriwal has been hit by
sacked Delhi Minister Kapil
Mishra's who went nuclear
on money-laundering of
crores received as
donations, by taking bribes
and facilitating deals for his
relatives. Obviously the
Party has rubbished his
charges, dubbing him a BJP
stooge to spread lies.

Further besmirching the
muddy sleazy waters is
Congress's prima donna
Sonia's son-in-law Vadra
who has been indicted for
shady land deals in
connivance with ex-
Haryana Chief Minister
Hooda. Keeping him
company is BSP supremo
Mayawati's brother with a
bank deport of Rs 104 crore.
Undoubtedly, 2017 is fast
turning into an Annus
Horribilis with skeletons
fast tumbling out of the
corrupt.

Questionably, without
working a day in their lives
how has a cowherd,
lawyer's son, small-time
artificial jewelery exporter,
former teacher and social
activist amassed great
wealth, land-banks and
unaccountable luxurious
goodies? Worse, they have
reduced graft to a farcical
political pantomime.

It is no rocket science to
see where the monies come
from. The surfeit of scams
gives the game away
whereby, loot, bribe and
deals have become the
bedrock of our system.
Wherein a ghotala of a few
thousands crores is not
worth feeding the chara of
morality and shrugged off
as one of the "unlisted"
perks of their job.

Not any more, it seems
as Prime Minister Modi
flexes his 56 inch chest
preening to root out black
money and end corruption.
Warning his tribe that they

cannot evade responsibility
for the corruption canker
gorging into the vitals of
India by putting a premium
on money power rather than
honesty and hard work. Till
date no scam has hit his three
year NDA Government.

But this is easier said than
done as politicians, the
fountainhead of sleaze and
crony capitalism  will
continue to thrive till NaMo
strikes at its three roots:
Politicians, funding of
political parties and electoral
reforms. Arguably, how does
one explain the phenomenon
of an over flowing donation
cup whenever a Party is in
power, at the Centre or in
States? Are these on the
basis of simple quid pro quo
by corporates, fixers and
wheeler-dealers?

Notably, Parties spend
huge amounts for elections.
But the economics of running
campaigns are hush-hush
affairs because polls are used
to amass wealth for netas,
future elections and their
Party. Like politics, elections
have become a business ---
like  businessmen  the
politicians in the election
business balk at the idea of
controls and regulations.

Parties attract money from
industrialists and  the
favoured are rewarded with
huge contracts with an
unwritten sub-text: in-built
kickbacks. Candidates fund
elections by taking bribes,
getting jobs done, act like
venture capitalists wherein
once elected they only settle
for a 10-fold return.

That is why no Party,
however vocal about poll
reform in opposition, has
made a sincere attempt at
stanching the flow of black
money into the electoral
arena. Hence, we need to
usher in electoral reforms,
hanging fire since 1991. Each
Government makes promises
ad nauseum only to forget
these once it fades from
public memory.

Sadly, there is brazen
hypocrisy and humbug in
what transpires under the
framed rules. Today, a
candidate spends over Rs 50
crores per election instead of
Rs 70 lakhs allowed by the
law. Hypothetically, the
minimum amount needed by
each Party for the 545 Lok
Sabha seats would be a mind-
boggling Rs 27,250 crores.
Multiplied by 10 candidates

per constituency, it adds
up to a mind-boggling
Rs.2,72,500 crores. Are we
expected to believe that
this amount will now be
collected by cheques?
What would happen to
India's parallel economy?

Crucially, we need to
ensure that those charge-
sheeted cannot stand for
elections, unlike presently
wherein a person is
debarred from fighting
elections only post

conviction. Given slow
trials, insufficient
evidence, political

pressure on investigating
teams (CBL IT, ED, police)
and time taken by courts
to pronounce a verdict,
very few are disqualified.
What to speak of
unbridled money and
criminal power.

More. A clean
administration and
character of Parties have
to be built on moral
conscience and public
pressure. Political morality
and accountability are
paramount for good
governance and stability.
There is no place for damn
lies and deceit in a genuine
democracy. The people
have a right to know the
truth and punish those
guilty.

India should take a leaf
out of Indonesia's
Corruption Eradication
Commission, born out of
public reaction against
President Suharto's 30
years corrupt rule. In five
years, the Commission
prosecuted and jailed over
100 high-ranking officials
including a Minister, MPs,
Central Bank Chief,
Governors, police officers
et al. It won every case
before the corruption
court and had all verdicts
upheld by the Supreme
Court. Thereby, giving the
country a more ethical
reputation worldwide.

Allin all Modi has made
a beginning to eradicate
brazen corruption and
political ghooskhori. The
time has come for our
leaders to wake up from
their deep slumber of self
conceit and deception of
money hai to power hai.
No longer will India and its
people remain silent. The
bugle to end India's
creepy-crawly Osama bin
Laden: corruption and

begin  accountability,
honest governance and
probity has been

sounded. Watch out! ----
INFA

TO THE EDITOR

Bureaucracy
and

corruption!

Editor,

The lead stories
appearing in your paper (ST
May 20 & 23, 2017) of the
conviction and jail terms of
some  bureaucrats in
connection with the coal
scam must have sent shock
waves among serving
bureaucrats across the
countrdy. This will deter
serving bureaucrats from
indulging in  corrupt
practices. We hope this will
send strong signals to many
who are still serving in
government in various
capacities. However, we do
not know whether the CBI
court has found conclusive
evidence and proof of
corruption beyond doubts
against the officers. Further,
we also are not aware if the
big sharks and the real
beneficiaries of the coal
scam are being steadfastly
pursued by the courts to
ensure their conviction and

punishment.
The fact is that
bureaucrats have full

knowledge of government
transactions which are
highly sensitive and
tempting as well. Through
them lakhs of crores of
rupees are transacted
through note sheets, files
and hard cash. The
temptation is too strong to
resist. Many of these
officers connive with their
bosses on how to share the
booty. However, we also

cannot deny that there are
bureaucrats who can and
have resisted corruption and
are known for their integrity
and sincerity. But there are
also officers who appear
sincere and diligent but who
have abused the system for
their personal gains. We
only have to check out their
personal assets and the fact
that a few of them intend to
fight the 2018 elections, to
know that all is not well in
the bureaucracy! That said,
the position of bureaucrats
is neither glamorous nor
enviable. They are
sandwiched between their
political bosses, their
cronies or agents and the
business tycoons. They are
not to reason why, but just
have to carry out their
masters’ wishes.
Yours etc.,
Philip Marweiti,
Shillong-2

EVM Challenge

Editor,

The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
held a meeting on May 12
with all political parties of
the country on the issue of
tampering of the Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM) in
New Delhi. Barring 3-4
parties all participants in the
meeting had favoured
continued use of EVMs
along with 100% paper trail.
An ECI officer made a
detailed presentation on
EVM security features in the
meeting. Chief Election
Commissioner, Nasim Zaidi
ruled out a return to the

ballot paper system! Zaidi
insisted that with VVPATs
to be deployed in all future
polls, the controversy over
reliability of the election
process should be finally
set to rest.

Former Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC), Dr M
S Gill introduced EVMs
successfully in the electoral
process of the country
during his tenure as the
Chief Election
Commissioner of India from
1996 to 2001.Introduction of
EVMs being his major
achievement which curbed
malpractices to a large
extent. Starting with
Australia, many developed
countries around the world
are also using EVMs
without controversy.
International and Indian IT
experts have already
confirmed that
technologically  Indian
EVMs are the best in the
world and can neither be
corrupted nor tampered in
any way, since the
replacement of the internal
circuit is not possible. The
Indian EVMs have also
strong technological
features and are tamper-
proof. Being a technocrat-
bureaucrat turned politician
it is inexplicable as to how
the CM of Delhi, Arvind
Kejriwal is advocating for a
retrograde step of re-
introducing the “paper
ballot system” of voting in
this era of hi-tech
innovations. The Chief
Election Commissioner of
India and his team deserve
accolades for taking up the
challenge of the

vanquished political
parties in the last general
elections in UP and some
other states by inviting
each political party for a
period of 4 hours to
demonstrate that the
EVMs can neither be
tampered with nor hacked
on June 3, 2017.
Yours etc.,
Samares
Bandyopadhyay
Advocate, Kolkata
High Court

NEIGRIHMS
neglecting
senior citizens!

Editor,

It is very disheartening
that NEIGRIHMS, the
premier public health care
centre of the North East at
Mawdiangdiang, Shillong,
has of late stopped the
issuance of blue coloured
outpatient cards to senior
citizens, thereby implying
that the aged and the infirm
are to stand in long
queues to get themselves
registered preceding
medical consultation, thus
undergoing immense
physical mortification!
Further, it is also learnt,
that even the working staff
of this Institute have since
been discontinued and
given the pink-coloured
out-patient card for
reasons best known to this
hospital management.
Henceforth, all patients,
irrespective of age, status
etc are furnished a piece

of printed white paper which
may easily get misplaced or
crumbled  unlike  the
previous cards containing
several pages where the
entire medical case history
could be evaluated carefully.
Thus, NEIGRIHMS has
evidently reneged on its
commitment to serve the
senior citizens and its
employees.
Yours etc
Jerome K. Diengdoh
Shillong 2

Heinous &
unpardonable

acts!

Editor,

The news item, “Minor
molested by father-son duo”
(ST May, 2017) is not only
disgusting but hair-raising
as well. Rapes and
molestations are so rampant
that not a day passes
without such disturbing
news being revealed through
newspapers, television and
other social media. It is
already a sad state of affairs
that conviction and
punishment for perpetrators
of such crimes are not only
rare but absent. Now what
is even more alarming is the
despicable truth as
demonstrated through the
heinous act of the father —
son, that we parents and
elders are forgetting our
roles and responsibilities.
Parents are meant to be the
best guides to their children
but this case shows the
decline of humankind. What

we say, what we do and
how we live has a lot of
impact on our children.
Today, with unlimited
exposure to various
possibilities especially
through the internet it is
imperative for parents to
monitor the movements of
their children and to raise
them well. This incident is
an eye opener for people
at large and parents in
particular. As a parent, 'm
ashamed and humiliated
over the way the
innocence and morality of
the poor child has been
devoured by none other
than her father and
brother. Family and the
home are safe havens for
any individual. These are
two pillars that support
and strengthen
individuals. When the two
become unsafe and are a
threat, then life itself
becomes meaningless.
Can we afford to simply
read this piece of news as
just another news item in
the papers and thank God
that it is not happening in
our hearth and homes? I
hope not and I hope we as
a society take
responsibility to see that
such acts are not repeated.
Yours etc.,

Jenniefer Dkhar,

Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Small farmers’ plight

Agriculture on
reverse

By Moin Qazi

His speech if of
mortgaged bedding, On his
kine he borrows yet.At his
heart is his daughter’s
wedding. In his eye
foreknowledge of debt he
eats and hath indigestion
He toils and he may not
stop. His life Is a long-
drawn question Between a
crop and a crop -Rudyard
Kipling, The Masque of

Plenty
As the world transitions
from the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs)
to Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) — which aim to
end poverty and hunger and
promote sustainable
development — small farmers
hold an important key.

In India, small and
marginal farmers — those
who work on less than two
hectares (five acres) of land
— constitute 80% of total
farm households, 50% of
rural households and 36% of
total households. Sadly, the
plight of these farmers is
very distressing.
Agricultural productivity
levels have been stagnant
for the past ten to 15 years.
An estimated 70% of the
country’s arable land is
prone to drought, 12% to
floods, and 8% to cyclones.
NITI Aayog recently
highlighted  that the
agricultural sector is 28
years behind its time.

Despite the fact that
agriculture is their primary
source of livelihood, small
farmers have little access to
technology and irrigation
techniques. This makes
them one of the most
vulnerable groups to climate
change. Farming for them is
grinding physical work,
largely supported by their
family, with each new
generation being pushed
into increasingly smaller
plots of land. From
threshing and bundling to
separating grains by hand,
crops have to be planted,
picked, harvested and
hauled by hand.

Years of market-oriented
reforms have unleashed a
wave of capital and
entrepreneurialism across
India. High-end sectors
such as  information
technology have made
impressive strides leading to
adulatory portrayals of
India at home and abroad as
an economic juggernaut.
Despite this success, the
benefits of reform have yet
to extend to the hundreds of
millions who toil on the land.
The government has
slashed or phased out
subsidies for some crops,
shredding a key safety net.

The result is a growing
social crisis. Fuelled by
crushing debt for buying
transgenic seeds, failing
crops on account of soil
abuse by fertilisers,
squeezing of prices by big
multinational and
government, indifferent
farmers are trekking to cities.
Here an equally cruel fate
awaits them, but they are
saved the shame of
humiliation in the eyes of
their own fellow villagers. A
sense of deep despair runs
through the lives of farmers.
They have lost all hopes —
and also the will to fight.
Many of them are taking a
permanent escape from this
physical and emotional pain
by ingesting deadly
pesticides.

The Green Revolution
was a success, but it came
at a heavy price. It relied on
high-yielding seeds, fossil
fuels for fertilisers, modern
methods of plant breeding
and massive use of
pesticides and equipment. A
heavy dependence on
irrigation led to massive
water mining. This did
increase agricultural
productivity but depleted
the soil and consumed far
too much water. The States
that were the front-runners
during the Green Revolution

now suffer from soil
degradation, ground water
depletion and

contamination along with
declining yields.
Two decades back, the

government embraced the
global marketplace and
began cutting farm
subsidies as it liberalised
the managed socialist
economy. The farmers’
costs rose as the tariffs that
had protected their
products were lowered.
Many farmers switched to
new genetically engineered
cotton seeds which are
resistant to a deadly pest
called ‘bollworm’ and
produced far higher yields
and healthier crops with less
use of pesticides. The seeds
can be more productive and
became standardised in
many regions of
Maharashtra. However,
they can be three times more
expensive to maintain than
traditional seeds.

Peasants borrow loans
from moneylenders at
exorbitant rates of interest
for all their needs — from
buying expensive
transgenic seeds and high-
cost fertilisers to food for
themselves and their cattle.
They hope for a better yield
in the times to come but this
never happens. Eventually,
they find themselves in a
debt trap as they keep
pursuing a vain mirage of a
golden crop bonanza. As
borrowings mount, many
farmers are driven to suicide.
Owing more than they earn,
the steadiest of these
workers have become
gamblers of the highest
stakes, betting their land
and their lives on a better
crop.

According to the 70th
Situation of Agricultural
Households in  India
conducted by National
Sample Survey Office
(NSSO), 90 per cent of
India’s farmers have less
than two hectares of land.
The survey says the
average farm household
makes less than Rs. 6,500 a
month from all sources of
income. They are only kept
afloat by government
schemes that funnel money
to them and by periodic
waivers of farm loans.

To improve their lives,
farmers need a way out of
agriculture and into the
manufacturing or services
sector. In fact most small-
scale farmers would happily
sell their land, if only they

could be provided
employment in lieu of it.
India’s developmental

failure since 1947 has been
its inability to move the
huge mass of people
involved in agriculture to
industry and services. As
the share of agriculture in
the national output pie falls,

any crisis hurts those
dependent on it
disproportionately.

Despite the fact that
agriculture is typically their
primary source of livelihood,
smallholder farmers have
little access to technology
and insecure access to
irrigation, making them one
of the most vulnerable
groups to future climate
change. Farming for them is
grinding physical work,
largely parceled by family—
threshing and bundling and
separating grains by hand—
with each new generation
into increasingly smaller
plots of land, and planted,

picked, harvested, and
hauled by hand.
India’s first Prime

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
said in 1947: “Everything
can wait, but not
agriculture.” What India is
witnessing today is exactly
the reverse. All the other
sectors in the Indian
economy are surging ahead.
Agriculture is the only one
which is moving in the
opposite direction. Within
this self-perpetuating cycle
of misery, wrapping a noose
around the neck are all-too-
friendly exits for farmers.
While their deaths might
bring personal escape, they
leave behind crippling
emotional, financial and
physical burdens, inherited
by those left to farm the
dust: the women who did
not die.— INFA
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Prison reforms
THE Law Commission has finalized recommendations
for reform in bail jurisprudence. Stress is being laid

on release of under-trials who have served one

third of the maximum possible sentence. The Indian

criminal justice system is urgently in need of reform.

The government should wake up to the urgency of

bringing it about. Jails in India are packed to capacity

especially with under-trial prisoners. Relief to them

is only part of the quality of humane conduct. Also,

imprisonment for a long period of those accused of

petty crimes very often turn them into hardened

criminals. An under-trial is by definition an

unconvicted prisoner. At the end of 2015, Indian jails
had 2.82 lakh under-trials. Many of them were under
the age of 30 and had hardly any education. The

treatment dealt to them could hardly improve their

social sense. A little over a decade ago, these under-

trials could be released on a personal bond if they

served half of the term to which they may have been

sentenced if found guilty. But the law was seldom

observed. In 2014, however, the Supreme Court had

directed its enforcement.

On this occasion, the government and the Centre

and in the states should promptly accept the

recommendations expected to be made by the Law

Commission. Different parts of the criminal system

in different parts of the country should be made to

comply with the recommendations. The states can

help as they oversee prisons. Tamil Nadu is an

exception where people arrested can be released till

acharge-sheet is filed against them. The state's legal

aid helps under-trial prisoners accused of petty

crimes. Of course, changing the law is not enough.

The system of justice needs overhauling.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

Sangma promise second
treasury in Shillong

Meghalaya Chief
Minister Mr Purno A Sangma
said that the Government
had decided to open a
second treasury in Shillong
in order to ease the workload
on the existing treasury staff.
Replying to a policy cult
motion table by Mr E K
Mawlong (HSPDP) in the
State Legislative Assembly
on Monday, Mr Sangma said
that the proposed expansion
was in line with his
government’s decision to
strengthen and make more
efficient the financial
management in the State. He
said that the Government
was examining the
possibility of creating new
posts in the Department.

Mr Mawlong, initiating

the discussion said that the
increasing workload on the
overburdened staff was
partly responsible for
incidence of financial
irregularities. He also called
for the Treasury to be
bifurcated into two separate
Directorates: Directorate for
Accounts and Treasuries
and Examiner of Local
Accounts. He also called for
training programmes for
Treasury personnel. Mr S L
Marbaniang (HSPDP-DL)
said that certain Central
Offices could route their
payments through banks as
is the practice in NEHU and
thus help case the load on
the treasury, Mr Bires
Nongseij (HPU) called for
more sub-treasuries in the
State.

Of Programmes, Projects and the
‘Business As Usual’ M&E process

It was in 2012 at Polo
Grounds when the
Aquaculture Mission was
first launched that we first
heard of the word
"denatured fish" and from
none other than the State
Chief Minister, Mukul
Sangma, who also asserted
that Meghalaya would soon
become self sufficient in fish
production because several
fish farmers have come up
to avail the scheme under
the Aquaculture Mission.
Now five years down the
line, the only time we get to
buy fish from these fish
farmers is when there is an
annual one-day carnival at
the State Central Library.
The rest of the year we are
condemned to rely on
Andhra Pradesh fish, which
we are told is laden with
preservatives. The
Meghalaya Fish Sellers
Association can deny that
the fish are preserved in
chemicals but it is for the
food inspectors employed
by the Government
(sometimes you wonder
what they do, other than
pushing files in their offices)
to tell us we are not
consuming poison or how
much of it is permissible in
the human system. So here's
a well-intended (one hopes
so) programme that has
interestingly unintended
consequences- fishing as a
gambling game with high
stakes. This has to be
Meghalaya's forte and it
should in all fairness enter
the Guinness Book of World
Records.

Every Government
announces programmes
with much fanfare and each
one has a noble objective of
solving some crisis, except
that this never happens. The
problems remain or are
exacerbated. Now let us take
the poverty alleviation
programme launched by the
International Fund for
Agricultural Development

(IFAD) under the
nomenclature of North-East
Region Community
Resource = Management

project first implemented in
two most backward districts
each of Meghalaya, Assam
and Manipur. In Meghalaya
the project worked in West
Khasi Hills and West Garo
Hills. West Khasi Hills was
then the most backward
district of Meghalaya but
you wonder why West Garo
Hills was chosen when even
today, South Garo Hills is the
most poverty stricken and
least developed region of
Garo Hills. But the project
holders have their
explanations. Now how is
extreme poverty measured?
According to Jeffrey Sachs,
the clinical economist would
make a set of poverty maps
using available data or
newly commissioned
household surveys, GIS
data, national income vis-a-
vis state incomes data and
other information such as
what proportion of
households live in extreme

By Patricia Mukhim

poverty; how many lack
access to basic needs in
schooling, health care,
water and sanitation,
electricity, roads, nutrition
etc. Also important to know
is the spatial distribution of
poverty. Is poverty mainly
rural or urban? If it is
concentrated in one or two
districts what are the
reasons for that? How is
poverty related to the
demographic conditions of
the household (male or
female headed household,
number of children, health
of household members) and
to it's asset ownership and
economic activities
(landless poor, small-
holding farmer, commerce,
industry etc).

While mapping poverty
the clinical economist
should identity key risk
factors that may exacerbate

poverty in the coming
years. What are the
demographic factors

(births, deaths internal and
external migration) that may
affect the numbers and
distribution of the extreme
poor? What environmental
shocks and trends
(deforestation, land
degradation, erosion of
water aquifers or their
privatization as is
happening in Meghalaya,
biodiversity loss) might
impinge on poverty? What
climate shocks and extreme
weather events are likely to
affect public health, disease
and agricultural
productivity? Are there
changes in infectious
disease incidence and
prevalence that might affect
the state economy?

Let us say that the IFAD
specialists listed all the
above data and also set up
guidelines on how the
project is to be
implemented. But who
finally executes the project
is the fundamental
question. If you get people
from the Government which
is bureaucracy ridden and
is clueless about social
mobilization (because civil
servants do not know how
to strike conversations
with people) then the
project is bound to fail. If
you take development
specialists from the market
the problem is that they
soon become mere
'employees' and quickly
introduce  their own
bureaucracies into the
system. This is what has
happened with the IFAD-
NERCORMP project now
taken over by the North
Eastern Council (NEC). It is
coincidental too that all
CEOs of the project except
the first one are from the
Manipur cadre. Appointing
a bureaucrat as project
head is designed for failure
and I will list out the reasons
why.

Bureaucrats are trained

to believe they belong to an
elite service. They cannot
work with people, especially
the poor and the unwashed.
Those who join the service
hoping to actually serve
people are soon
disenchanted and leave the
service. Aruna Roy, Banker
Roy and Harsh Mander are
good examples of
bureaucrats who have
transformed societies after
they left the service. There
might be others I don't know
of. The problem with the
bureaucracy is that it is a self
serving elite club that lacks
creativity and innovation.
After a time, bureaucrats as
Harry E Teasley says find it
more profitable for
themselves to maintain the
problem at all costs because
'the problem' is the basis of
their power, perks, privileges
and security! If a problem is
solved why would anyone
need bureaucrats?
Bureaucrats are a part of the
political economy, so the
tougher the problems the
more resources are devoted
to it and bureaucrats pretend
to fix the problems but
actually make them worse.
This is because maintaining
the problem creates a
dependency syndrome and
allows the bureaucrat to
spend lavishly and,
seemingly endlessly on new
government programs and
employees. Interestingly with
each new programme many
more bureaucrats are hired. If
this is not self serving then
what else is! And there is
absolutely no accountability
for failure despite the fact
that many programmes have
failed to deliver the intended
outcomes.

Hence bureaucrats love
crisis or perceived crisis
because it increases their
power and control. And if
there are not enough crises
then they manufacture them.
In doing so the control of
information is important even
while bureaucrats feign
openness. Then whenever
caught on the wrong foot the
first reaction is to deny, delay,
obfuscate, spin and lie; all in
that order.

Also that a civil servant is
referred to as a 'career
bureaucrat' is in itself
problematic. History has
proven that "career
bureaucrats" do much more
harm than good because in
the end it only means
knowing how to pull strings
in Delhi or in the state with
favoured politicians and
getting their own things done.
This is the dark underbelly of
the bureaucratic beast.

The NERCORMP-IFAD
project has worked in
Meghalaya, Assam and
Manipur for a considerable
period now. Is it not time for
an independent research on
(a) whether poverty has
decreased since the time the
project started? (b) Has

landlessness gone down?
(¢) Have common
property resources such
as forests, water bodies
been reclaimed? (d) Is
access to health now
better? (e) Are children
able to access education
better? (f) Have people
been able to buy back
land they have lost in a
distress sale? (g) Are the
roads better and farmers
better linked to the
markets? (h) Are the self
help groups created ten
years ago still doing well
or have they
disintegrated? (i) Have
some from the group
become empowered
enough to access bank
loans? (j) Are the
nutritional statuses of
pregnant and lactating
mothers better today? (k)
Are there cases of Vitamin
deficiencies among
children? ) Is
deforestation addressed?
(m) Are rivers clean and
pristine and do they
support riverine life? (n)
What biodiversity gains
have been made or have
we lost more of our
indigenous herbs and
vegetables? These are
only a few questions.
There can be more. And
we need an independent
monitoring and evaluation
agency to do this because
it is never a good idea to
be accompanied by
project staff to a project
village. Collusion is
inevitable! The
monitoring agency can be
given the co-ordinates
and they can do their own
investigation. Alas! Most
projects  have their
favourite evaluators and
what happens at the end
is a quid pro quo!

The NEC owes it to the
people of the region and
to itself to get
independent evaluators to
go into the IFAD project
which has now become a
humumgous bureaucracy
steeped in corruption. We
need to know if the project

has achieved its
deliverables. If it has
failed it should be

discontinued. It cannot
carry on only to maintain
the huge bureaucracy it
has built over the years!
The bane of Indian
democracy is such that
while politicians with a
range of pathological
deformities can be thrown
out every five years the
bureaucracy is  not
evaluated. We are yet to
find out if the promotion
of any bureaucrat is held
up for inefficiency. The
Annual Confidential
Report is a big hoax. If I
may venture to state then
Indian democracy's
biggest impediment is it
so-called steel frame - a
frame that protects
bureaucrats from all
wrongdoings and breeds
inefficiency!

TO THE EDITOR

Dr H Gordon
Robert Hospital :
Wishful thinking

Editor,

Institutions unlike human
beings are expected to grow
more robust with time but
this is not true of the Dr H
Gordon Robert Hospital,
which every member of the
Presbyterian congregation
is proud about. The hospital
itself is in the ICU and is
currently gasping for breath.
When an aged person
begins gasping for air, the
end is near. But God forbid,
may He never allow a
Hospital built in His Name to

perish! Write-ups have
appeared in the print media
from time to time

highlighting the progress
the Hospital has made after
the crisis it suffered last
year due to the mass exodus
of serving doctors. The facts
however are not in the least
bit encouraging. It’s been
eight months since the
collapse ( some may not like
this word) but what are the
signs that the hospital is
limping back to life? In the
first place did the Hospital

ever enjoy good health?
The number of patients
attending the Hospital is of
no consequence unless they
are satisfied with the
services rendered and the
availability of essential
basic facilities. But, of
course, good patient
attendance would mean a
better income which in turn
enables the hospital to be
self sustaining . The Dr H
Gordon Robert Hospital is
privately run; patients pay
for every service rendered to
them. So for the Hospital to
be grounded on account of
a colossal financial
breakdown only means it
had been ailing financially
for a long time. There are
gaping holes that have
swallowed up the daily
earnings, so unless these
holes are identified and
measures taken to seal them
up tight, the future of the
Hospital will always remain
shaky

This letter is not about
who did what (although to
be able to move forward
successfully and to avoid
falling in the same pit
repeatedly it is of utmost
importance to identify the
weak links in the chain of

administration), but seeks to
put forth certain pertinent
points that are the common
talk of all and sundry who
feel for the well being of the
Hospital.

Just as we cannot use
yesterday’s method to run
today’s business and still
expect to remain in business
tomorrow, the hospital was
started nearly a century ago
and was run by missionaries
who were multi-taskers.
Those were also the days of
generalist doctors but we are
now in the 21st century and
we have specialties in every
sphere of development. If
the Hospital is to raise its
head again to regain the past
glory it enjoyed from the
time of its inception till the
60s, the days of Dr Hughes,
the KJPA need to do some
serious thinking and to face
the truth that pastors and
church elders can no longer
make business decisions
that will sustain hospitals,
educational institutions,
printing presses et al.

The Hospital requires the
services of experienced
technical persons to guide
it. It needs persons with
leadership qualities with the
ability to set goals for the

future, take hard decisions
and steer the ship amidst
the raging seas of
discontentment, greed,
jealousies, pride, egoism ,
self-centeredness and all
the problems that beset
human nature in any
community. On the verge of
its centenary, how far has
the Hospital come from
when it started? Have new
goals been set for the
gradual transition of the
hospital from being a
Primary Health care
provider to providing
Secondary and Tertiary
healthcare? Will the new
Managing Committee
Members have this vision?
We can only hope so.

The senior most Pastor
by virtue of his seniority
alone would not be the
ideal person to head the
hospital while a younger
person may show the
aptitude for such a task. The
IIM Shillong is ideally
located and short term
courses on different
management studies would
not be difficult to achieve
if there is a will to learn. The
need of the hour is the right
man in the right place.

There are many areas of

the hospital which are
afflicted by chronic ailments
and unless the root cause of
the ailments are identified
and definitive treatment
given, the effort to float the
hospital would be like
fighting a losing battle and
time is not far when it will
ultimately collapse. The need

of the hour is deep
introspection, frank and
open analysis of every

aspect of the Hospital with
the common desire to
rejuvenate this premier
health care centre. Pettiness
in treatment of staff should
be rooted out. Qualification,
experience, efficiency, length
of service should be the
basis for the pay structure
and the same scale must be
used to measure everyone

Discipline needs to be
enforced and stern
measures taken against

errant staff irrespective of
their ranks.

There is need for a team
of experienced technical
people as the core group of
thinkers and planners but the
painful fact is that
theologians and church
leaders need to step aside
and allow professionalism to
come in. It is painful for the

faithful to listen to the
arrogant, pompous and
know it all attitude of the
members of the Managing
Committee, mostly non
technical people with zero
knowledge of hospital
administration who
question the suggestions
of technical persons in
matters of purchase of
medicines and equipments,
and ridicule the request
for permissions to attend
seminars , workshops and
conferences and who pay
scant attention  to
complaints made without
bothering to find out the
truth about them.

The H Gordon Robert
Hospital is a mission
Hospital so  the
expectation from each and
every person working in
that hospital starting from
the top down to the
bottom is  kindness,
humility and an every
ready helping hand for the
needy. The presence of
God must be seen and felt
as it used to be in that
golden age of the hospital
say those who have seen
the glorious past.

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request

POLITICAL DELICACIES

By Rahil Nora Chopra

IT MAY BE NAJMA OR
VENKAIAH FOR VICE-
PRESIDENT

The real googly that
Modi can throw is to have a
Muslim Vice-president to
replace Hamid Ansari.
Manipur Governor Najma
Heptullah fits the bill as she
had even been considered
for the post of President
when she was in Congress.
Sources claim Heptullah has
been given an assurance
about the Vice-president
nomination. Now-a-days
she is campaigning in Delhi
and giving interviews to
various channels on the
issue of Triple Talaq and
supporting Narendra Modi's
governance. It is believed
that she also will have the
support of the veteran BJP
leaders like Advani. The
other name under
consideration is Venkaiah
Naidu, who is believed to be
a front runner.

MURMUAND MUNDA
FRONT RUNNERS FOR
NDA PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE

With the ruling side
apparently in a position to
get its man, or woman,
elected to the Rashtrapati
Bhawan, all eyes are on the
choice of the NDA
candidate. Jharkhand
Governor Draupadi Murmu
continues to be in
contention. One factor in
her favour is that she is a
tribal woman from Odisha.
Kariya Munda, another
tribal leader from Jharkhand,

for a negotiated settlement
to the Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid dispute, Modi
in Delhi and Yogi in UP
could mean a lot of pressure
on the Muslim community
for an out of court
settlement.

GHULAM NABI, RAJ
BABBAR FALL OUT OF
FAVOUR WITH RAHUL,
PRIYANKA

Ghulam Nabi Azad and

Raj Babbar were
conspicuously absent from
the press conference

organized by the Congress
to highlight the failure of the
Modi government to deal
with  the issues of
agriculture, farmers and
farm labourers on the
occasion of its completing
three years in office. The
development comes amidst
speculation that Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi are not happy with
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Raj
Babbar for the way they
handled the UP assembly
election in March this year.
The UPCC leaders are
seething with anger against
Ghulam Nabi Azad and
state party chief Raj Babbar
for having misled Rahul
Gandhi to join hands with
the Samajwadi Party .

HARYANA MAY HAVE
DEPUTY CM IN POST-
PRESIDENTIAL POLL
RESHUFFLE

A cabinet reshuffle in
Haryana is expected after
the President and Vice
President elections in the

The BJP think tank is believed to be keen
on his candidature as the move might turn

out to be beneficial in the Gujarat and

Orissa assembly elections. Another name

apparently under consideration is
Narendra Jadav, a Dalit with RSS
background, who is currently writing a
book on BR Ambedkar. One section of the
BJP is reportedly pushing Lok Sabha

Speaker Sumitra Mahajan for the coveted

post. Mahajan enjoys good relationship with
both Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP president Amit Shah.

is also in the reckoning.
Munda is a former Deputy
Speaker and was a minister
in the Janata Party
government in 1977 and also
cabinet minister in the
Vajpayee government. The
BJP think tank is believed
to be keen on his
candidature as the move
might turn out to be
beneficial in the Gujarat and
Orissa assembly elections.
Another name apparently
under consideration is
Narendra Jadav, a Dalit with
RSS background, who is
currently writing a book on
BR Ambedkar. One section
of the BJP is reportedly
pushing Lok Sabha Speaker
Sumitra Mahajan for the
coveted post. Mahajan
enjoys good relationship
with both Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP
president Amit Shah. But
overall,Kariya Munda and
Draupadi Murmu are
believed to be the front
runners although the names
of Ram Naik, and Kalyan
Singh are also being
mentioned in the power
corridors.

YOGI'S FREQUENT
AYODHYA VISITS PART
OF PRESSURE TACTICS

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath is
likely to visit Ayodhya on
31st May when he is
expected to meet a number
of seers, including Mahant
Nritya Gopal Das, who has
been spearheading the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement, as
well as local BJP leaders. By
visiting Ayodhya
frequently, Yogi is keeping
the temple issue in focus.
The event is being keenly
watched as he has himself
been involved in the Ram

temple movement for
decades. After the 2017
state polls, the BIJP

leadership knows how a
reservoir of Hindutva and
development works best for
the party. In the wake of the
Supreme Court's suggestion

wake of infighting and open
resentment in the state BJP,
the Jat agitation and the
disappointment about the
manner in which the chief
minister is handling the
state of affairs. Among the
remedies being considered
is a move to make Captain
Abhimanyu as the deputy
chief minister. According to
sources, many BJP MPs and
MLA have complained to
the central leadership that
under the chief ministership
of Manohar Lal Khattar the
party cannot win the
assembly elections and
2019 Lok Sabha election, but
Modi is not very keen to
listen, reminding them that
he had himself witnessed
such resentment when he
was chief minister of
Gujarat, but later on all of
them changed their attitude.
The point being driven
home was that he wants to
give more time to Manohar
Lal Khattar. On the other
hand, Rao Inderjit singh is
lobbying hard to become
the chief minister with the
support of 25 MLAs.

MADHYA PRAESH
PCC CHIEF ASPIRANT,
KAMAL NATH BRIEFS
SONIA GANDHI

Congress general
secretary Kamal Nath has
met party president Sonia
Gandhi amid speculations
that he might be appointed
as the Madhya Pradesh
PCC chief ahead of the
state assembly elections
next year. The meeting
lasted around half-an-hour
and Kamal Nath is learnt to
have discussed the latest
political  situation in
Madhya Pradesh. Nath, a
protégé of Sanjay Gandhi,
is one of the few Congress
leaders who have been
winning elections and the
Chhindwara MP now wants
to take up the mantle in the
saffron state. The general
perception is that Kamal
Nath would be a better
choice. (IPA)
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Law and order in Saharanpur

THE UP government has acted appropriately by
suspending district magistrates and senior police
officials for their failure to enforce law and order and
preventing the recent violence in Saharanpur. Tensions
erupted there between Dalits and Thakurs. Early
action by the local authorities may have snuffed out
violence in the region in its incipient stage. The state
home secretary and a team of senior police officers
visited the place recently. 24 people of the Thakur
community were arrested for assaulting Dalits who
had gone to attend a BSP rally. The positive steps
taken by the government should do the job.
Saharanpur has been in a troubled state since 2013.
Successive elections caused tensions. The campaign
against love Jihad and for cow protection aggravated

the crisis.

The Yogi Adityanath government has to weed out
communal forces of all colours in the region. As a
matter of fact, his taking over as chief minister may
have accentuated animosities. He represents Hindu
hardliners in the BJP. The political agenda of the new
government is likely to be aggressive on the lines of
Hindutva. At the same time, communities out of
power are trying to reassert themselves. The Thakur-
Dalit confrontation in Saharanpur exposes the fault
lines of society in Uttar Pradesh. The SP and the
BSP had empowered the backward classes and the
Dalits. The BJP also went for social engineering to
capture power in the state. The Adityanath
government has to formulate a firm and forward-
looking political strategy. Saharanpur provides an
alarm signal. The government should dispel fears
about it being opposed to offering even- handed
justice and should win the trust of all communities.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

CM urges borrowers to
repay bank loans

Meghalaya Chief
Minister, Mr P A Sangma
said that the people should
cultivate the habit of
repaying banks loans in time
and should not be "subsidy
minded" but nonetheless,
the advantage of the loans
offered by the banks. Mr
Sangma was inaugurating a
branch of the State Bank of

India at Ampati in the West
Garo Hills recently. Mr
Sangma hoped that the bank
would help the people of the
area by making loans
available for various
developmental activities and
also encourage savings
among the people by
extending savings banks
facilities to them.

Modi’s Report Card

Healthy economy,
job crunch

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

As the Modi government
enters the fourth year of its
term, its economic report
card looks relatively good.
When the Government
assumed office in 2013, the
economy was in a rather bad
shape -- growth had
slumped to below 6 per cent,
rupee crashed to 68.85 to the
dollar on August 28, 2013.
The twin deficit problem -
high fiscal and current
account deficits - rendered
the Indian economy highly
vulnerable and inflation was
raging around 10 per cent.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) had put
India in the 'fragile five'
group BIITS (Brazil, India,
Indonesia, Turkey and
South Africa) and sold
heavily, impacting the
currency and stock markets.
Further, policy paralysis in
the last phase of the UPA
government had impacted
business confidence and
economic growth. However,
the  situation  started
changing since last year and
the stock market is
presently at record highs
and investors, both foreign
and domestic, pouring
money into the market. This
transition from "fragile five
to fabulous few" is an
impressive track record. It
may also be pertinent here
to mention that during the
three financial years, foreign
direct investment reached $
156 billion with the flow in
2016-17 alone being a record
of $56 billion.

It can definitely be stated
that the economy is in a
much better shape. In the
emerging markets, India is in
a macro sweet spot. In the
last two years, the economy
grew 7.9 per cent in 2015-16
and 7.1 per cent the year
after. It is estimated that
growth in the current fiscal
would be around 7.4 per
cent which is likely to be the
highest among large
economies in the world.

Over the years,
international institutions
changed their outlook
towards India. The
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) last year referred

to India as the "bright spot
in the gloomy global
economy". Thanks to
fiscal consolidation in
successive Budgets, the
deficit has been brought
down to 3.2 per cent and
current account deficit at 1
per cent. The favourable
ratings enjoyed by the
government is testimony to
the overall economic and
fiscal improvement.

The rupee strengthened
to around 64.40 to the
dollar. In the last three years
retail inflation averaged 5.2
per cent. Presently, the CPI
inflation is below 3 per cent.
Exports, after three years of
lackluster performance,
have started picking up and
India has emerged as one
of the largest recipients of
FDI in the world.

A significant
achievement has been the
passing of the Real Estate
Bill -- Real Estate
Regulation Act --
demonetisation exercise t
curb black money--subsidy
on home loan interest along
with its focus on affordable
housing have played a key
role in reviving the real
estate sector to some
extent. With lower inflation,
policy rates have come
down, giving a big relief to
home loan borrowers as
they have resulted in the
lowering of home loan
rates.

Along with lower home
loan rates (which have come
down to 8.3 to 8.5 per cent
currently as against 10.5
per cent around 3 years
back), residential property
has also become more
affordable now, making it a
double bonanza for home

buyers. Lower income
groups have greatly
benefitted from this

reduction who now have to
pay lower EMI. This has
been possible due to
demonetisation though not
much black money could be
unearthed.

Another impressive
record is a genuine attempt

to improve governance.
Gearing up the bureaucracy,
expediting industrial licenses,
enforcement of rules, close
monitoring of projects etc.
have demonstrated that the
Government has a
professional outlook though
this is yet to manifest itself in
the Railways sector. The
digital drive should also
check corruption and poor
people get wages directly
through banks. However, it
needs to be pointed out that
private investment is yet to
pick up and the banking
sector is steadily recovering
from stressed assets. The
recent ordinance amending
the Banking Regulation Act
empowering the RBI is, of
course, a bold initiate to
address the NPA problem.
Though the neglect of the
rural sector has been a long-
standing problem, it goes
without saying that in the last
two Budgets adequate fund
allocation has been given to
welfare  projects and
schemes, benefitting the
village population. While
housing has been given a
thrust with 10 million new
rural  houses to be
constructed by 2019, rural
electrification has accelerated
with every village set to
receive electricity by May
next year. The Prime Minister
Awas Yojana and the Swachh
Bharat programmes need
special mention here. Added
to this is the development of
roads and highways linking
rural and semi-urban areas.
However, the Government
is faced with a huge backlog
on unemployment. The lack
of growth of industries has
been a major reason for this.
Economists and even the
Congress has termed the
growth 'jobless'. It stated that
while 21 lakh jobs were
created between the first two
years of UPA-II, merely 4.4
lakh jobs have come in the
first two years of the NDA
Government. The
Government's labour bureau
figures showed that job
growth plummeted in key

sectors to its lowest levels
in eight years in calendar
years 2015 and 2016 at 1.55
lakh and 2.33 lakh
respectively. This is a
serious issue and needs to
be considered, if
necessary in consultation
with experts.

There are expectations
that with the focus being
given on small and micro
industries, on the one
hand, and developing
entrepreneurs who would
get assistance from banks
for setting up their units,
on the other, results may
be better in the next
calendar year. The
Government should also
think of giving incentives
to labour oriented units so
that unemployment
problem does not become
a burden.

The distress of the
farming community is well
known. During the
Congress years in 80s and
90s and even in the start
of the new millennium,
Indian planning was
oriented towards the
urban  sector  with
insufficient resources
allocated for the rural
sector. Though Modi had
promised input cost plus
50 per cent profit for their
yield, this has not been so
-- even ensuring 15 per
cent profit has become
impossible. It is now time
that the minimum support
price be fixed keeping in
view input cost and
profits. There is no need
for subsidising the urban
middle class at the cost of
the rural poor, as Prof.
Michael Lipton had
observed long back.

Thus, Modi has to look
at the grey areas and take
positive steps before the
next Lok Sabha elections
are due in 2019. Social
unrest has to be curbed at
any cost and this can be
done by engaging the
youth in productive
activities while also
ensuring that anti-secular
feelings should not be
allowed to continue. ---
INFA

TOTHEEDITOR

Time to link
performance to
promotion

Editor,

The lack of opportunities
and absence of jobs pushes
people to apply for jobs just
for the sake of getting
employed and not with an
act of service or dedication
or what we say is the call of
the inner voice. Those
working in the lower to
middle level grades in
government offices and in
various sectors should learn
from the corporate sector
where  promotions or
increments are given on
performance linked targets.
If the state government
wants to change the work
culture and  improve
efficiency it should take a
review of the service rules in
various departments and
have one uniform service
rule where every
performance should be
graded or downgraded as
per the employee's
performance. File pushing,
passing the buck is the
usual attitude in government
offices. The UP Chief
Minister had made drastic
changes in a week's time
making everyone
accountable unlike here
where we have Ministers
and bureaucrats don't show
any positive results. What
kind of report card has this
state to show? In fact it is
very dismal in every sector
and we can see that most
legislators are already in
election mode instead of
concentrating on  their
departments. Are we
heading towards becoming
a failed state?

Yours etc..
Dominic S. Wankhar
Shillong:3

MeECL
collapsing?

Editor,

Laban area has been
experiencing indiscriminate
power cuts without prior
notice, that too at prime time
and nearly every day for 2 to
4 hours. This is a curse and
reminds me of how criminally
inefficient the administration
and political leadership is.
The newspapers have only
mentioned power cuts
between 11 pm to 12:00 pm,
which, though inconvenient
was accepted because
there's no other alternative
but to comply. However, the
citizens of Laban had a
horrific experience on May
25, when power was shut
down from 11:30 am to 3:30
pm. It indicates the sorry
state of affairs and the
visionless leadership that the
state of Meghalaya is facing
today. It also exposes how
the  State  Electricity
Corporation is functioning in
a once power- surplus state
and which still has enough
of resources for power
production. In a century
when power can be derived
from so many alternative
sources it is a shame that we
are living in such primitive
conditions! And there is no
public outcry!

That this is happening in
the capital city which is a
tourists hub is shameful!
And this is not the first time.
Every day, at some busy
evening or afternoon our
work comes to a screeching
halt thanks to the power cut.
A laid-back attitude towards
everything is not what we
can afford at this present
moment when the world has
advanced so much. These

arbitrary power cuts receive
only meek complaints from
people because Shillong is
still ( by God's grace) a
relatively cooler place. Given
the same situation in any
other city in the mainland,
especially during summer
months, the regulating
authorities would have
received some  harsh
treatment from the people.
But Shillong being Shillong
people never complain
about anything. It's time the
MeECL realizes that power
cuts at any time of the day
and night reflects total lack
of unprofessionalism.
Yours etc.,
B. Bhattacharjee
Viaemail

Triple Talaq!

Editor,

It's good that there is a
debate going on over the
validity of 'Triple Talaaq'.
However, the adamant
attitude of the Centre to
abolish it at any cost and
the rigid attitude of All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIIMPLB) over its
implementation does not
augur well for a healthy
democracy like India. At
best we need to go for a
rational and humanistic
solution on this issue
within the greater purview
of Fundamental rights to
Religion under articles (25-
28) and the Directive
Principles of State Policy of
our Constitution. Giving a
communal colour to this
vexed issue is the last thing
that needs to happen, given
the rich diversity and unity
that our nation professes
from millennia.

Yours etc.,
Sadiq Hussain Laskar,
Guwahati.

Major Gogoi
vindicated

Editor,

While the army has
proved to be hardy and
well-suited to save human
lives in Kashmir valley, the
separatists declined to
support its  actions.
Braveheart Major Leetul
Gogoi used his ready wit to
come out from the horror of
a war zone without firing a
single bullet and thus saved
many lives. It is a proud
moment for us where an
officer from the region has
been commended by the
Army Chief on the spot.
Now the Govt of Kashmir
orders an enquiry alleging
Major Gogoi to be a war
criminal. But the millions of
Indians stand for the officer
who comes out clean from
the Army Court of Inquiry.
And there are even elite
Indians and self acclaimed
human right activists who
speak against the security
forces at international
fora. These separatists
are cowards, who run

away from the
mainstream and instigate
stone pelters to

jeopardise the valley for
their own interests. Will
our political leaders also
stop witch hunting
against Army action.
They are a threat to our
nation. Strict action
under the law should be
enforced to deal with
such unlawful activities
against national
interests. Anti nationals
have no right to question
the army whose men and
officers have sacrificed
their lives for the
security of the nation.

Yours etc.,
Kamal Baruah,
Viaemail

Can minors be
treated as adult
criminals?

Editor,

The argument that a minor
accused, charged with a
crime that falls in the
category of adult crime,
should be tried in a way that
would be similar to what an
adult would have to deal
with ~ does not hold water
for two reasons. First, those
who are under 18 do not
have the right to vote and
the right to marry as they are
not considered as adults.
Then how can you treat
those children as adults
when it comes to crime?
Second, we cannot put the
cart before the horse.
Violence has become a
marketable commodity which
victimizes impressionable
minds. So, you cannot stop
the fire without
disconnecting the petrol
route. We should censor
violence in electronic games,
in games like WWE, on TV,
Internet and films where
even eve - teasing is being
promoted as courtship!

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Dress, culture
and peer

pressure

Editor

Dress and dressing is an
important socio-cultural
practice cutting across the
boundaries of nations in all
the human inhabited
continents. However,

dresses are not just
restricted to regional
cultures and ethnicity in
this millennium; but also
to official requirements
and big multinational
corporate culture, fashion
statement, different styles,
global, local and regional
brand names, weather and
season based need,
economy and personal
choice. Hence, a specific
dress appropriate for one
culture, country or society
may or may not be
acceptable or appreciated
in another culture, country
or a different society.
However, advocating for
global human rights, one
should have the freedom
to choose his/her clothes
and dress of choice
without any restriction;
unless there is a specific
reason for its acceptability,
security or moral and/or
cultural issues associated
with it. Different
ethnicities and societies
have different views
regarding appropriate
dressing and that needs to
be respected too and
cannot be disregarded in
terms of rights only.
Furthermore, societies
across the planet are now
unjustly driven by peer
pressure and gorgeous
advertisements on various
media outlets. Hence we
often dress falling to that
pressure to fit in better
with our peers and this
cannot be underestimated
too.
Yours etc.,
Saikat Kumar Basu
Lethbridge AB
Canada T1J 4B

Letters to the Editor must have the
full name, address and contact
number of the writer, even if they are
sent by email. Only letters with the
requisite details will be published.

Teaching What
and How

By Ananya S Guha

The school is the starting
point of not only a child's
education, but of the
journey of life. That is why
school education is central
to a child's memory,
disaffection, education of
course and even co
curricular activities that go
with it. The school becomes
a second home, a place
where there are friends and
confidantes. The teacher is
a pivotal person, not only
inside the classroom but

outside it as well. The
teacher extends the
classroom into a more

intimate world of friendship.
That is why a child looks
up to the teacher, tries to
curry favour and ingratiate
her, loves it if the teacher
talks to her, has a word of
praise and pats her on the
back. The child in school
having found a parallel
home seeks love and
appreciation and wants to
please the teacher in a way
so as to evoke a positive
response in her.
Disappointment can also
come by way of poor
results, not making it into
say a debating team or
acting in the concert, but all
along it is the teacher who
holds centre stage more
than the Principal. Later on
the school creates
memories as the child
becomes an adult, and such
memories are often given
continuity between the
world of a child and that of
the adult.

School education is
crucial not only for studies,
but for the huge platform it
creates for friendship,
activities, fun and laughter.
That is why adults fondly
remember school, their
friends and teachers. In fact
many remember first and
sometimes only a teacher or
teachers in school. The sort
of world a school creates
gives it a strong continuity
with the future. Hence old
boys' and girls' meets are
events made to reclaim the
past memories and give it
validity. Many try to
persuade a disbelief of it,
but that is trying to
disregard personal history.
That begins at school.

That is why when we talk
of education, it is school
education one must start
with. The base must be
strong not only in studies
and earning grades, but
aspects like sensitivity to
surroundings, to poverty,
feeling for the down
trodden must touch base.
And who can be a better
facilitator than the teacher
? Yet what actually is the
teaching imparted in a
classroom? I'm not sure if
BEd text books answer this
question. The classroom is
a presence, which the
teacher ought to sense, feel
and understand intuitively
freed of all bias. Once any
bias comes in then the
students are no longer
children. It is an imposition,
which becomes a bondage
for the child. If a teacher
clearly dislikes a child,
sensibilities are hurt. If any
kind of preference is given
to other children, a child
feels humiliated. Hurt turns
to anger and frustration.
Memories of the school are
consciously erased. They

do not figure in the
consciousness of the
future.

That is why education
policies must have
independent moorings on
school education. The

terms of reference should
not be only the syllabus,
grades, evaluation et al, but
also role modeling that
teachers and principals can
play; their ability to
discover talent, creativity,
aptitude for aspects which
later on constitute
fundamentals of a
profession. The child is a
dreamer, the manifestation
is various: introversion,
extroversion, athletics,
science, passion for music,
theatre, reading and
writing. If these are

constructed on the
fundamentals right from
the word go, then the
child's talents will flower
even at school and he/she
will be able to applaud the
virtues and talents of
other children, and will
always seek counsel from
the teacher who
appreciates it. To make a
child feel shameful is the

worst indignity of
education, as this will
affect the future and career
options.

Hence selecting
teachers necessitates

choosing people with
understanding, having a
love for children,
understanding their
psyche, being an enabling
factor in discovering
talent. The stricture of
having teacher training
degrees may or may not
work. How is an audience
for the child created? The
child is seeking again and
again an audience, some
appreciation, a kind word,
a word of encouragement
etc.

That is why recruiting
teachers at lower and
higher levels becomes
crucial. It is not only an
aptitude for classroom
teaching which is required,
but also the imperative to
extend the four at times,
monotonous walls of the
classroom. Extending it
means reaching out to the
student.

Now let us examine how
we select teachers. From
school to college and
university it is tests, tests
and tests, in addition to
teacher education and
doctoral qualifications.
The interviews are more
often than not a farce,
saddled with nepotism and
prejudices against
candidates by whom
selection committees feel,
are a threat to their
incumbencies. I wonder
how much the tests look
into the aptitude for
teaching, maintaining a
classroom and managing
it? What do we expect from
a teacher, simply to read out
from a book, deliver a
lecture impeccably, which
many may not understand?
The whole point being it is
not the teacher's
satisfaction level, but
whether the student is
satisfied which is central to
the positing of a quality
driven educational system.

Aptitude tests  for
teachers is all about
handling and
understanding the

classroom situation, latent
and intuitive.

In the context of this the
controversy of recruitment
of school teachers in
Meghalaya is painful. If
one is to tamper with marks
to smuggle teachers into a
profession not suited for
them, then nothing could
be a sadder commentary on
how we perceive a system,
meant to inject notions of
a vision for life, living life
to the full by way of the
occupation one chooses
irrespective of position and
the so called ' power'. If we
have to build educational
policies, we have to choose
right teachers not by
nepotism and interference
but by a careful, selective
process based on aptitude
and a sound feel for the
profession. Otherwise we
are letting our students
down in a culpable manner.
The task of selecting
teachers both at school
and university levels must
be built in national
educational policies. In a
state like ours, where we
need to focus on rural
education for the
disadvantaged,
recruitment cannot become
independent of looking out
for selfless, willing and
committed school
teachers. What is
happening is a very sad
travesty of truth and a slur
on education as a whole.

(The author is Regional
Director IGNOU Shillong)
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COMING BACK ON TRACK

The m arathon culire has eallycaughton 11 hdr wih the grow g need and
awarenessam ong the youth to stay i, DebayaniBose =ports

tis not difficult for Sourav to leave

a warm bed in a cold Bengaluru

morning to seek out his addiction.

He and his bunch of friends head

straight to BTM forest every
morning to satiate their daily dose of
cravings. Sourav and his friends are not
the only ones who have turned to run-
ning, an inexpensive sport and increas-
ingly a new-age addiction.

“All you need to do is put on your run-
ning shoes and start running. Once you
are convinced about the sport, it doesn’t
take you much time to get addicted to it,”
he says with conviction.

“It takes some time to get into the
groove and then you do not need anyone.
It soon becomes an addiction which is
hard to get rid of,” he adds.

An ace runner now, who has partici-
pated in some of the elite runs in the
country — Airtel Hyderabad Half-
Marathon, Mumbai Marathon, TCS
World 10K Bengaluru — Sourav took to
the sport in response to the health con-
cerns that started plaguing him when he
found it surprisingly difficult to run and
catch a bus.

“By the time, [ boarded the bus; I had
to stop to catch a breath before I could
ask for a ticket from the bus conductor. I
realised that day that something is horri-
bly wrong with my fitness,” says Sourav
Samadder (29), a member of BTM Forest
Busters, one of the many running clubs
in Bengaluru.

It is the likes of Sourav who propel the
growing popularity of Marathons across
India.

To go back in time, it may be recalled
that the first organised marathon was held
in Athens at the 1896 Olympics, the start
of the Games’ modern era. Marathon was
instituted in commemoration of the an-
cient time’s fabled run of the Greek sol-
dier Pheidippides, a messenger from the
Battle of Marathon to Athens, who re-
ported the victory.

The marathon technically is a long-dis-
tance running race with an official dis-
tance of 42.195 km. Every year more
than 800 marathons are organised across
the world and some of these belong to the
Association of International Marathons
and Distance Races (AIMS) that has
grown since its foundation in 1982 to em-
brace over 300 member events in 83
countries and territories.

For a group like the BTM Forest
Busters in Bengaluru, the main motto is
to loop in every individual who is inter-

ested to stay fit. Thus the group of young
runners is growing every day as more and
more enthusiasts join the group as a
means to stay healthy.

The group not only has an active gang
of runners, they also offer free training
programmes that would help build the
stamina of runners and enjoy a run with-
out injuring oneself.

Siddharth Jena, one of the many mem-
bers of BTM Forest Busters, took to run-
ning as it seemed to be one of the easiest
things to do. “I wanted to get involved in
some kind of physical activity. I cannot
join a gym because the hours aren’t that
flexible. Running seemed the easiest
thing to do as you are not bound by strict
timings. You can run whenever you have
time,” Siddharth says.

His first formal run was Wipro 10K in
2016 and is currently preparing for the
tough 21K.

With the number of serious runners in-
creasing by the day, training centres for
those keen on the sport is also growing.

In keeping with the growing surge of
runners in Bangalore, a number of train-
ing centres have proliferated, offering ex-
pert guidance and support. One such
organisation is Pacemakers who train up
novices in the sport.

Started by coach Pani, it is a running
group of spirited long-distance (from
10K to marathon) runners of all abilities
— ranging from novice to experienced.

Coach Pani, as he is fondly called,
took up serious running during his Indian
Air Force days. While serving the coun-
try for 21 years, he also participated in
various middle-distance running compe-
titions and winning them. Today, he also
heads Bangalore Nike Running Club.

“A structured training plan is devel-
oped for each athlete based on their cur-
rent performance, fitness and individual
aspirations,” Pani says.

Over the years, the marathons have
also emerged as a potent platform that
helps non-profits raise funds for charity.

One such event is the TCS World 10K
Bengaluru, an annual 10km road running
competition. The competition was first
held in 2008 and usually takes place on
the third Sunday of May.

The race, which is AIMS-certified, be-
gins and ends at the Sree Kanteerava Sta-
dium, after looping through the roads of
Bengaluru. The different race categories
at the event are World 10K (participation
restricted to International and National
athletes), Open 10K (participation open

to amateur runners), Majja Run (a 5.7-km
run meant for fun runners), Senior Citi-
zens’ Run (a 4.2-km run for Senior Citi-
zens, and the Champions with Disability
event (a 4.2-km event for persons with
disability).

Sharing the details on this years’
fundraising efforts, Murray Culshaw,
Chairman India Cares Foundation, the
Philanthropy Partner of the TCS World
10K Bengaluru 2017, says, “India Cares
has been associated with the TCS World
10K Bengaluru since inception and we
have seen a remarkable increase in the
number of individuals who are using the
platform to raise awareness and funds for
various causes.

“This year, we also announced an ini-
tiative to ‘give back’ to the city, with the
Cubbon Park Rejuvenation project,
which we are confident that the citizens
of Bengaluru will contribute back to. The
need for a more caring society is growing
and this is the perfect way to start than to
support causes of choice and your city.
We all get better together,” he adds.

On the importance of marathons as a
major fund-raiser for non-profits, Rajan
Narayanan, President, India Cares Foun-
dation, says, “Marathons have reached a
crescendo in India with so many events
happening across the country every
week. Fitness is being given a lot more
importance and marathons serve that pur-
pose and also meet the social needs.”

“There are some premium runs in the
country like the Standard Chartered
Mumbai Marathon, the Airtel Delhi Half
Marathon and the TCS World 10K. To-
gether these races get close to a 100,000
people running but the interesting part is
that these also serve as excellent plat-
forms for raising funds by civil society
organisations. These races cited above
have helped raised over Rs 200 crore in
the last 10 years and it is expected that
they would have raised Rs 500 crore by
2021,” he added.

Civil society organisations that reach
out to the public and be accountable have
been able to use these platforms to show-
case their cause and also raise substantial

Chdwie fiom top) Majh Run particpents at-the TCS Word 10K
Beroplm 2017 hel atKeanteerava sladim ; three athbtes h trahing for
themarathon 1ace of the 1896 Athans O3mpicGames, an the 10ad fiom
Marathon, Greece, Cheribos Vasibkos h the mide (sounce:Wikpads) ;
and wanen'’s overallwinerKana’s Iene Cheptaiatb TCS Warll 10K 2017

funds (predominantly non-restricted).

Several organisations have raised in
excess of a crore at each of these events.
There is more that will come in this space
with smaller towns also now taking to
sports and races, he informed.

Sangeetha Purushothaman, Executive
Director of one of the participating civil
society organisations Best Practices
Foundation (BPF), says, “Through this
platform, we want to able to raise funds
for the cause of women’s empowerment
and also connect to like-minded individ-
uals and organisations interested in this
cause.”

BPF is a Bengaluru-based NGO
founded in 1999, to improve the quality
of life for the poor and marginalised com-
munities through livelihood interven-
tions.

BPF’s own livelihood model Market
Oriented Value Enhancement (MOVE)
was bestowed with a global award for its
innovativeness in increasing opportuni-
ties and enhancing livelihoods for rural
youth and women.

The TCS World 10K Bengaluru, which
has raised over Rs 26.34 crore for civil
society organisations across all causes
since its inception in 2008, continues to
be South India’s largest single fundrais-
ing platform, with Rs 4 crore raised to
date during the celebratory tenth edition

of the run.

The funds of Rs 6.05 crore raised
through the 2016 edition of the run, im-
pacted over 80,000 individuals, directly
and indirectly. Causes benefitted in-
cluded providing mobility aids, education
in balwadis to higher studies, vocational
training for livelihood, healthcare from
medical camps to specialised operations,
tree plantation for farmers to sustain their
livelihood and setting up of long-term
building foundations and supporting bud-
ding athletes in Olympic and Para-
Olympic sports.

The 2017 edition witnessed the partic-
ipation of 30 companies with 43 teams,
over 200 charity fundraisers, and more
than 6,000 donors.

Amongst the 6,000 donors running for
a cause, the starting line-up included 17-
year-old Ishana Sundar, a full-time high
school student and a part-time astronomy
enthusiast who strongly believes in em-
powering the young woman. Ishana will
be running for Baale Mane in support of
her feminist vision.

The Open 10K saw the participation of
more than 13,700 registered runners, a
steep increase of 12 percent. Approxi-
mately 24,000 runners took to the roads
of Bengaluru this May and it has emerged
as Asia’s leading run over the last nine
years. (TWF)

Grab the future with both hands, unless 1t’s electrified

spiritual friend gave me some advice last
Aweek: “Be the change you want to see in
the world.”

So now I have to work out how to become a
giant killer robot and inspire other guys to take the
same journey.

My idea is that if men are occupied fighting
tournaments encased in Gundam-style robot gear,
the whole masculine aggression thing will be
channelled into a healthy sport, and women can
get on with running the planet. Everybody’s
happy.

Humans must actively shape our futures — and
the first item in my mailbox that day contained a
perfect example.

A householder got fed up with motorists driving
dangerously fast in his district, I read in a news
link forwarded by reader Sunita Chou. Authorities

in the US city of Cleveland,
Ohio, ignored his com-
plaints. So the man dressed
up as a road-worker and
spent the day installing more
than 20 official-looking
speed limit signs in the area,
becoming a hero to his fel-
low citizens.

This columnist pinged
regular contributors to see if
there were examples from
elsewhere.

A barber in Chiang Mai in
Thailand started opening for
business on Wednesdays, de-
spite a superstition that hair-
dressers stay shut on that

day. Furious protesters said
he’d bring a curse on the com-
munity. But he’d discovered
that the practice had nothing
to do with ancient tradition or
luck. Some barbers had at one
time got into the habit of re-
serving one day a week for
haircuts for members of roy-
alty — a practice no longer
needed.

Talking of Thailand, one of
my neighbours bought a
Siamese cat, so 1 said
‘sawatdee khrap’ (hello) but it
just sat there, baftled. Should
I tell my neighbour it’s almost
definitely an imposter?

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

But back to our topic. The most shocking ex-
ample of a man grabbing his destiny was a news
item from New Zealand, forwarded by a col-
league.

Doctors told a man named John Griffin that his
heart was beating in an irregular rhythm and he
would have to get on a waiting list for electrical
treatment to jolt it back to steady beats. So he went
home, strolled over to his neighbour’s high volt-
age electrified security fence and touched it. ZAP!
Electricity surged through his body — and fixed
his heart problem. Doctors were horrified.

The moral of this story? The Universe has a
wacky sense of humour and will sometimes re-
ward people who do stupid, dangerous things.

This is extremely important for the male sex, as
we seem to have evolved to do that stuff.

How come? I asked a university scientist friend

and he said that evolution in the long run doesn’t
make mistakes, so guys are meant to be extreme
risk-takers.

He also told me that a risk study at Nanjing Uni-
versity last year revealed why guys treat the eating
of spicy food as a competitive sport. Researchers
gave volunteers a test to measure their appetite for
risk. Then they gave half the group spicy food and
repeated the test. The chili-chompers had become
risk-takers.

Note: Readers, keep curry-eating males in your
family away from electrified fences. Unless they
have climbed inside giant robots, as all right-
thinking men should.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based frequent
traveller. Send ideas and comments via his
Facebook page)
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Make books part
of your career

By Ranjan K Baruah

For avid readers, it will be a joy to take
up a career that concerns books.

A career in publishing could be a biblio-
phile’s dream job.

A book is a set of sheets of paper, parch-
ment, or similar materials that are fastened
together to hinge at one side. A single sheet
within a book is a leaf, and each side of a leaf
is a page. Writing or images can be printed
or drawn on a book’s pages. An electronic
image that is formatted to resemble a book
on a computer screen, smart phone or e-
reader device is known as an electronic book
or e-book.

Publishing includes many other products
apart from books. It is a process of distribu-
tion of information to the public in the form
of books, literature, newspaper, periodicals,
magazines and other
areas. The profession is
associated with printing
and retailing of printed
matters. Publishing in-
dustry has its own set of
parameters and is mainly
divided into editorial, de-
signing, production,
printing,  advertising,
publicity and marketing.
With the advent of digital
developments,  books,
magazines and papers,
are being published elec-

It is said that books are our best friends.

departments and is the backbone of a book-
publishing house that deals with the making of
book from the manuscript stage to its final
stage. In the editorial department one can work
as editor, proof-reader, development editor/pro-
ject manager, project assistant, copy editor, as-
sistant editor, sub-editor, subject editor,
research editor etc.

Another important section is design section.
This design section looks into the graphics and
does artwork for the books. It is creating sec-
tion and knowledge of computer is must as
most of the designs are made with computers.
In ancient days, this section was managed by
artist who used to draw instead of performing
through computers. Another section is related
to production. It is the department that gives
the final appearance to books and magazines or
other published materials. Production depart-
ment works together with the editorial and de-
sign departments, and jointly take decision
about the look of the
books, terms of its shape,
size, cover, number of
pages, the typeface and
paper to be used, printing
and binding of books.

Every business needs
good branding, marketing
and selling. Book publish-
ing has sales and marketing
section too. This section is
responsible for book pro-
motion, book marketing,
internet marketing, con-

g g ducting and managing
tronically as e-books or PUbllShlng book exhibition and fairs,

e-papers. In this section
we are focusing on book publishing.

Book publishing has been a traditional ca-
reer. There are many leading publication
houses which are associated with publication
of books. With the advancement of technology
and internet, we have e-books. A career in the
field of publishing is becoming more promis-
ing, challenging and thrilling with the expan-
sion of new delivery channels.

Any graduate may take up the career of book
publishing. But it is always preferable to have
some special training or diploma courses to be
successful in this field. Traditionally, there are
few publishing houses but now there are many
publishing houses associated with book pub-
lishing. Several institutes and universities in
India are offering degree, diploma, PG diploma
and certificate level courses in book publish-
ing. One may be in the creative and design
team and some may associate with the techni-
cal aspect of publications.

There are different departments or section
when it comes to book publishing. Editorial
section/department is one of the most important

organising book release
programmes and sale of the books. There are
special courses related to book publishing.

Employment opportunities are available in
ministries and other government agencies
which have their own publication divisions.

Aspirants may get opportunities in Sahitya
Akademi, Indian Council for Cultural Rela-
tions and the Indian Council of Social Science
Research etc. One could also work in publish-
ing houses such as National Book Trust,
NCERT and the Children’s Book Trust. There
are opportunities in international and national
book publishers.

It can be an employment opportunity and an
entrepreneurial start up for many who want to
come to book publishing field. There are many
creative people who write or compose are al-
ways potential source for different publishing
house. This field is challenging and one needs
to have confidence to excel in this area.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor and
can be reached at bkranjan@gmail.com or
9864055558 for any career related queries)

A Jekyll-Hyde nightmare

By Ratan Bhattacharjee

he third canonical incarna-

tion of Ian Fleming’s charac-

ter James Bond is no more.

But Roger Moore, one of the
most talented performers of Holly-
wood living under the shadow of the
superstar-spy, won a permanent place
in the heart of every admirer of James
Bond 007.

Without ever being a charming
actor he impressed everyone as the
most admired action hero of Holly-
wood. Born in London in the house of
an ordinary policeman, he grew up un-
noticed and after some training in
painting and theatre activities at a
local level, he played roles in the
British TV channels in the sixties as in
Ivanhoe, Alaskans and Maverick but
most extensively as Simon Templar,
the saint of Leslie Charteris’s novels.

lan Fleming’s novels gave Holly-
wood Bond series of films and he
rightly deserved an offer to star as the
third incarnation of Bond for an in-
credible series of seven masala films
at a stretch for 12 years, all filled with
diabolical designs, sex and action.
Gradually, he became the longest serv-
ing Bond 007, the mostly admired ac-
tion hero in Hollywood. After having
a debut with eminent actress Elizabeth
Taylor, offers came to him for starring
the Bond series and he did not need to
look back.

Roger Moore amazed his admirers
over the world. But in the process what
was lost was realised later by none
other than Roger Moore himself — the
image of the ‘Saint’ which he won as
Simon Templar in the super-hit TV
show in British channels though the
first one was in Ivanhoe as a maverick.
Very few successful actors and ac-
tresses had this psychological crisis as
Moore had suffered all his life.

In the Bond Series that he had his
breakthrough in 1973 with the film
made from lan Fleming’s novel ‘Live
and Let Die’, Moore carrying off a
double-breasted pinstripe Savile Row
Suit and twinkle of humour in his eye
with much of the elan of the young de-
celerating into a sensual purr emerged
like the ever outstanding action hero of
Hollywood. But very few knew that he
never considered himself much of an
actor for his role as the ‘secret spy’ in
the seven box office-hit Bond series of
films at a stretch without any parallel.

He kept on asking the rationale be-
hind showing a spy on the stage whom
everyone knows as ‘spy’. This is how
he put wit into his elegant suavity and
educated voice to captivate the audi-

ence for a box office hit while never
failing to show incredible skill of a per-
former to act a deafeningly loud and
chaotic scene where he is but the
colourful bad guy engaged in the mis-
sion of fighting the devils. This created
a lot of pains for this great man of rare
talent as an actor and the Jekyll-Hyde
crisis eating into his vitals.

Moore’s swan song Bond, ‘A View
to a Kill’, was in 1985. That time
Moore was 58, a mature 007. After
acting for 12 years he felt he had
wasted his acting talent for outrageous
comedy and unrealistic action spiced
with sexy excess and it reminds us of
the huge frustration in the mind of Sis-
ter Carrie in her last stage of life of
huge glamour and fame in Theodore
Dreiser’ novel.

Moore’s wry bemusement may
amaze the audience and billions of his
admirers but he regarded his role as
silly as ever. His cheerful indiscreet
account of his acting life, which he re-
vealed with an easygoing openness to
all, shows his creeping terror and
deeper frustrations with his activities
in Hollywood for the Bond series.

A lovely funny warm person to boot
could be the best champion for chil-
dren projects launched by UNICEF

Roger Moore with Gloria Hendry (left) and Jane Seymour in Live and Let Die

and he was inspired by Audrey Hep-
burn to accept the role of UNICEF
Goodwill Ambassador, which Moore
enjoyed more than his fight with
Zorin, Drax Scaramanga Stromberg
and Kananga in his seven Bond films
Live and Let Die, The Man with the
Golden Gun, The Spy who Loved Me,
Octopussy and the final Bond, A View
to a Kill.

But he fits the description of the
character in lan Fleming’s original
novels where a 30-year Bond is imag-
ined and he started starring as James
Bond 007 at the age of 45.

He was ‘English —English’ and quite
simply the outstanding candidate for
the role. Still he was not contented with
his superstar position and regarded the
comic role of action hero as ‘outra-
geously funny’. He was chased by the
Jekyll-Hyde crisis in his inner self. He
is supposed to be the guy that all men
want to be and all women want to be
with.

The distinctly debonaire Moore is
the only actor capable of restoring
Bond to a greater height than reached
by peak-period Sean Connery or Idris
Elba. Moore has been a brilliant Bond
bringing the character into the 21st
century with a multi-layered perform-

ance that few of his predecessors or
successors ever got close to. But he
never had that playboy tendencies and
surface confidence for thriller actions
and sensual purr.

Still the million dollar question re-
mains who really chased Roger Moore
— if'not those villains in the Bond se-
ries whom he fought. It is his inner
self that wasted itself away for some
roles he had to play for 12 years with
amusing wryness when he looked
back in anger. Through his lifelong
work with UNICEF he showed the
true meaning of being a humanitarian
though on the screen he reinvented the
role of James Bond with tremendous
skill, charisma and humour. In real life
this outstanding action hero of the sil-
ver screen is a genuine hero working
for the suffering children of the world
as Goodwill Ambassador.

After a brave battle with cancer he
died at the age of 89 and the world
will lose an actor but more than that
one of the great champions for suffer-
ing children.

(The author is Associate Professor
and Head of the Post Graduate De-
partment of English, Dum Dum
Motijheel College, Kolkata)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, May 28, 2017

Mercury sextile Neptune on your solar return chart denotes a good year. 2017
would be a felicitous and optimistic year for you with the blessings of planets.
Tremendous gains are within the bounds of possibility now. You need fo
however realize that fortune only favors those who try in the first place. First half
of the year would be a content period for you as there would be plenty of travel
prospects and opportunities in love. Career would be fruitful foo. Financial
gains and professional prospects would be much better in the first half so if you
wait too long, you might miss the sunrise of opportunities.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You are able to integrate forces, resources and professional
aspects to achieve success in important business ventures. With

mastery in your field, you achieve goals and targets on time. This
is an exceptionally exciting time as professional and business
opportunities are offered to you. Personal relations and busi-

ness partnerships are likely to get closer. Romance gains an
exciting quality. Tackle sensitive subjects and difficult people
and get your point a across. You are individualistic brilliant and
daring in professional aspects as new projects get under way.
You are overflowing with energy just channel it wisely.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

You would be more accommodative and compassionate in rela-
tionships and not take things personally. Friendships, coopera-
tion and synergy are available and you enjoy the association of
your loved ones. Career advancement, a promotion or a gainful
business opportunity may be offered. You win debates, competi-
tions and sports with your dynamic energy and power. Your
personal charm and charisma take you through complicated
situations. Possibilities and horizons open up for you. It is the best
time to share and delegate work and not carry the entire load
yourself. You would listen to your intuition and guard against
over indulgence in food, drink or work. Old habits can be kicked

now with greater ease.
Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

Professional situations and patterns come to the fore and there is
no deception or illusion about these matters. You would be able
to face truths, deal with emotional choices or difficult situations.
Emotional attachments and relationships are rewarded with re-
ciprocation. Some interesting people are drawn to you and invite
you to work with them. You can draw correct conclusions from

previous knowledge of people you meef again when making
important decisions. Business projects and associations are open-

and worth pursuing.

them properly. Meditation and spiritual pursuits can be rewarded

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
This phase opens up a world of romance and love in personal
relations. You are cooperative with family and children. You are likely
to be involved in creative pass times. You would express yourself in
gracious and exalted manner and influence people in authority.

There could be altered ideas or plans, increase and decrease in
finances and fluctuation in business. Marriage, business partnership

with youthful energy.

and collaboration are strengthened through understanding and
commitment. You may handle more than one project at the same time
with expertise and success. Commercial transactions and business
deals could be conducted effectively. Money matters take priority as
some unexpected expenditures have to be met. End of the week
brings fresh energy, love and romance in important relationships.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

You are bold, courageous and frank while dealing with controver-
sial, professional and family matters. You are likely to meet well known
authoritative people and share ideas and spend lovely time in their
association. A stimulating project should be taken as a challenge
which would further and promote your business prospects. Your
associates and co-workers proved to be loyal and disciplined. You
make interesting and valuable connections in professional life. Visi-
tors and communications from overseas can inspire you to be more
creative. A business partnership is lucrative and supportive. Good
planning and management lead to progressive and productive ven-
tures. You may take a short break before starting on a new project to
renew your energy. You are able o achieve a lot at home and at work

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
You are likely to spend time in different places and work closely in
new associations as you combine good luck and good management.
You share some memorable moments with a loved one. You are in
touch with innocence that comes from life lived fully, which also has a
quality of wisdom and the acceptance of the ever changing wonders
of life. You would express your views and comments without afraid of
losing & contract and manipulate well and make things in your favour.
Your social life may be restricted to business and family related
obligations. Good luck in finances and opportunities is encouraging.
You are restless and move into varying occupations and pay wan-
dering visits to friends. You may change your image with good styles,

Artmosphere of
a different kind

Greed
kills

animal

kingdom

(Continued from last week)

coustic ~ monitoring
data shows a 67% drop
in vaquita activity be-

tween 2011 and 2014. Fewer
than 60 are left, making them
the most endangered marine
mammal in the world.

The Mexican government

has banned gillnet fishing
throughout the vaquita’s re-
ported range, as well as given
subsidies for fishermen who
stay within the law. But no one
chasing the Totoaba is listen-
ing.

ing up and widening your horizons so you need to think expan-
sively from now onwards. A new cycle begins with the old order
finishing as inner and outer changes are on the cards. Health
problems are resolved and your energy is restored.
Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
Personal relations are packed with emotions and feelings and
you enjoy the company of loved ones. There is good luck attend-
ing to material affairs as there is increase of wealth and monetary
gains and income. This is the right time 1o share your loving and
personal relationships and share thoughts and ideas and spend
good time in the association of your loved one. You may be
involved in meetings with business associates as financial and
business dealings would bring good results and gains. You can
count on your professional and personal partners, as they stand
by you through thick and thin. You will work in free and unre-
stricted space.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

Your actions and emotions are balanced as you bring more
accuracy in your work area. Economy at home and management
of business and work are important issues of the week. You

connect with new people and discuss important business mat-
ers. Financial transactions and professional projects go ahead
smoothly with goodwill and profit. Personal relations are satisfy-

ing and you have plenty of goodwill and friendships around you.
You could be attracted to new people and ideas as you are open
and receptive. You would be able to complete work assignments
and personal business this week with good energy and support.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
The unpredictable is likely to happen when you least expact it.
Surprises are in store for you in professional and personal
matters. It would be best to be open and receptive in personal
relations and family situations. A flexible approach in the work
area is recommended. New people may come into your life and
influence your decisions and direction. Creative opportunities
should not be ignored as it is likely fo bring substantial profes-
sional material gain. Don't be thrown by new developments.
Balance in all areas and field of activities is recommended. You
could be depleted of resources and forces if you don't manage

-k<
>

fashion and grooming.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
There is conflict within and discord outside. You may be divided
about business and professional matters and finally come to terms
with compromise which might be the best thing to do at this time. You
may disagree mentally with your partner but the love between you
allows peace and acceptance. You are stronger and wiser after
having gone through trouble and difficulty. It would be wiser to face
difficult people and situations rather than escape as there would be
victory and success in professional ventures this week. Don't take the
one you love granted but show your love and appreciation. Commu-
nications from overseas are hopeful and exciting as business oppor-
tunities are extended to you. Meditation is needed for gaining deeper
insight into personal relations and complex situations

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
You have the ability to stand alone and have strong vibration. You
are independent, creative, original, ambitious, determined and self-
assured. Adopting a realistic, practical and disciplined approach
towards life would bring harmony at home. In professional life, this
week brings huge expenses as well as financial gains from foreign
business associates. You would have good support from family
members and business associates. You are overly touchy and sen-
sitive with your romantic partner. Sports and physical activities keep
you fit and energetic.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
You are generous with friends, and loving in family situations. You
are coming across as especially smooth, and your good nature is
bound to attract some attention. You stand in the middle of a doorway
while making an important decision whether it is professional or
personal. It would be better to listen to our own good judgment and
do what is good for you. People around you could be judgmental or
manipulative. Do not forget to share your feelings to the one who
loves and cares for you. You are fortunate as things tum out well in
difficult situations at work and home. Your financial situation looks
promising if you manage it well personally rather than trust upon
others. Personal relationships are warm and comfortable as you
spend wonderful time with your loved one. A relaxed and light

attitude would help you to overcome negative thoughts.

he natural beauty of Meghalaya in-
I spired a group of internal and local
artists to create wonders on canvas dur-

ing a month-long programme at Sohra.

The International Art Residency Pro-
gramme, Artists Point 2017, hosted artists
from Europe, Bangladesh and India from
April to May 2017.

Focusing on the idea of togetherness in art,
the residency programme was able to intro-
duce a dialogue between different cultures and
spreading of education and awareness on en-
vironment through art. With this in mind, the
international and national art professionals
were involved in a progressive art workshop
involving 250 promising children.

The students had the opportunity to learn
how to use creativity in raising awareness to-
wards the preservation of the historical evi-
dences of our ancestors and the natural
heritage of Meghalaya.

The International art workshop on environ-
ment was inaugurated by Director of School
Education and Literacy Ambrose Ch. Marak
and Deputy State Project Director SSA-
RMSA Andrew Warjri on May 13.

From among the finalists, Nongpriang

School from Sohra took the first prize. The
students living in Nongpriang village walked
two hours up the steep hills to participate in
the competition. These students showed their
creativity and skills by weaving baskets, toys
and even teaching aids from bamboos, all in a
space of three hours.

The art works inspired by the beauty of
Meghalaya are put up at the Asian Conflu-
ence, Laitumkhrah, for public viewing till
May 31 from 4-6pm.

The International Art Residency Artists
Point 2017 was organised by the Picasso
Pupils International Art Community and
hosted by Shillong Public School in collabo-
ration with the State Education Mission Au-
thority of Meghalaya (SEMAM-RMSA), the
Department of Arts and Culture, the Embassy
of The Slovak Republic in New Delhi, Asian
Confluence, Shillong, and with the media
partners — Ageless Production and Red FM.

The Residency programme, which is run-
ning for the second consecutive year, aims to
continue on an annual basis with the vision of
expanding the platform of creativity among
youths by using art as a language connecting
diverse cultures.

India is also selling huge
amounts of fish maw from
Kolkata, Mumbai, Veraval,

Porbandar, Chennai and
Puducherry. We export dried
fish maws, of
Eel/Vilanku/Vam, Jew
fish/Kathalai/Ghol, = Thread
fish/Kala/Dara, Giant

croaker/Panna/Kote/Kooth,
Cat fish/Kelru/Petara/Singala,
Bekti/Giarto perch/Waigeu sea
perch, and Lizard fish, to Hong
Kong and other countries.
Many of these fish will be ex-
tinct in the next twenty years.

What is the world doing
about China?

(To join the animal welfare
movement contact gand-
him@nic.in, www.people-
foranimalsindia.org)
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Economy under Modi

THE three years of the Modi government can claim

some significant economic successes. Macro-stability

tops the list. The twin deficits on fiscal and external

current account pose no threat. Annual inflation rates

have been contained to under 5%. The new monitory

framework to tackle consumer price inflation down
to 6% and getting the RBI to do the job is a bold
measure. Investors are now reasonably confident

about political stability. The Nifty and Sensex are

currently trading at an all time high. The reform record

may not however be all that bright. Of course, the

progress made by the Goods and Services Tax (GST)

is quite satisfactory. All states are on the whole agreed

to accept a nationwide and uniform system of taxing

commodities and on value additions at each stage.

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code has been

introduced and it helps winding up or restructuring

of failed firms. The Foreign Investment Promotion

Board has been abolished. It is expected to bolster

the country’s policy of ensuring ease of business.

Demonetization has of course raised a storm of

controversy. It has caused great suffering to the

common people. But on the other hand its collateral

benefits cannot be denied. The taxpayer base has

been widened, digitization has received an impetus

and direct transfer of subsidies to bank accounts of

beneficiaries has been welcome steps. On the dark

side, investments have not been revived and

employment has shrunk to a dismal extent. Not many

new factories have come up. IT and real estate sectors

are retrenching staff. NPAs of banks have gone up

significantly. Unless there is considerable employment

generation, the economy can only be shaky.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

Khasi District Council in Red

Khasi Hills District
Council is facing "acute
financial crisis" owing to its
stagnant resource base, fall
in allocations from the State
Government and rise in
establishment costs. The
Council has just enough
inits coffers to meet the
overhead expenses for the
next couple of months only.
Addressing a press
conference in Shillong on
Tuesday, the Chief Executive
Member Mr G S Massar said
that he would shortly meet
the Chief Minister seeking
the State Govt's
"cooperation and good will"
in tiding over the situation.
He said that among the long-
term measures the new
Executive Committee was
contemplating included
reactivating the proposal of
the Prime Minister for "direct
funding" from the Planning
Commission for the District
Council; obtaining its "full
share" of the different taxes
pending with the State Govt.
and turning to fisheries and
cash crops as new resource
base. He rejected suggestion
for tax-hikes.

Mr Massar stated that
some five years ago, the
State Govt suspended the
erstwhile system of
releasing outright grants-in-
aid for the development
projects initiated by the
District Council. The State
Govt since then has been
releasing only 50% of the
cost of projects leaving the
rest on the Council. This, he
said, had put a lot of the
financial strain on the
Council. More over, the
State Govt had deducted Rs.
36 lakh from the share of the
District Council being the
expenses in connection with
the holding of the recent
District Council election in
Khasi Hills. Mr Massar felt
that the amount was "too
high" since in the previous
election in 1984 the expenses
were to the tune of Rs 11
lakh. "We can go to the
court but we will not enter
into confrontation with the
State Govt", he added.

The District Council has
annual revenue of Rs. 1.26
crore of which Rs. 1 crore

comes from royalty on
forest. The other sources of
revenue are share on
transport Rs. 15 lakh,
professional taxes Rs. 5 lakh
and mines & minerals Rs. 5
lakh and trading licence fees
Rs. 1.5 lakh.

On the expenditure sides
the overhead expenses are
Rs. 12 lakh per month (Rs.
1.44 crore annually). Mr
Massar said  that
"unnecessary expenses"
would be curtailed. Asked to
elaborate, he said that
maintenance cost of the ten
vehicles of the Council was
too high. Some economy
could be exercised in this
sphere.

\An official aide's
suggestion to cut down on
official tours, did not find
ready endorsement from the
CEM and Mr B M Lanong
and Mr P M Syiem his two
EM's present on the
occasion.  Owing to
financial constraints, the
Council has been unable to
meet its commitment on
taking up developmental
programmes, he added.

Syrian Catholics want
Latin Rite Priests
About 300
representatives of the Syro-
Malabar Catholics from all
over the city unanimously
decided not to contribute
any money for the Bishop
and Priests of the newly
formed Syro-Malabar
diocese of Kalayan. In a
meeting held on Sunday at
Goregaon here it was
decided to hold a peaceful
demonstration before the
Archbishop’s House to
seek the help of Cardinal
Simon Pimenta regarding
problems faced by Syrian
Catholics and also to
demonstrate at the national
convention of Catholics to
be held at the Goregaon
Seminary in June a press
note said here yesterday.

The meeting which was
organized by the United
Lanti Front at St Thomas
Academy, Goregaon, was
attended by men and
women who voiced the
anxieties caused by the new
Diocese.

Future of Regional Parties,
Post 2018 Elections

The recent call made by
Mr H S Shylla, former
minister to all regional
parties of the need to have a
grand pre-poll alliance and
his voluntary decision to
step aside and support
Ardent Basaiawmoit in the
ensuing election has
sparked a debate all over the
place. Shylla’s statement is
a bolt from the blue for those
who don’t want to see
regional parties working
together. On the other hand,
it is a ray of hope for the
large chunk of regional
parties’ supporters in the
state. But the most important
question is an the impact of
this move on the post 2018
election political scenario in
the state and also on the
future of the regional parties
as such.

Some have dismissed the
entire proposal and the
subsequent alliance as mere
pre-election gimmick and
concluded that nothing
concrete will come out of it
because regional parties will
never ever be able to work
together. The naysayers
remind us that this is not the
first time that such a move
was made and questioned
how this will not meet the
same fate yet again. Some
are of the opinion that the
very fact that the move was
made by H S Shylla, the
youth who almost
singlehandedly led the
‘three-flag movement’ is
evidence enough that this is
a genuine move, while
others are sceptical because
regional party leaders have
the tendency to defect to
the party in power in the
event of a coalition
government being formed.

Well, at the end of the
day it depend on one’s
perspective whether one
sees the glass half full or half
empty. Whether one is a
pessimist or an optimist one
will have to wait and see
where the alliance of these
the major regional parties
will take the state. Though
the last alliance did not last
more than year, yet Shylla
deserves to be given the
benefit of the doubt because
unlike now, he was then
only a youth leader; an actor
from outside the political
arena while now he is one of

By H. H. Mohrmen

the actors to make this
general desire come true.
So why this urgent need
of a grand alliance of
regional parties? The future
of the regional parties in the
state is uncertain post the
2018 elections because of
the advent of the two new
National parties in the
political scenario of the
state. In the past elections
in Meghalaya were a tussle
between the numerous
regional parties and the
Congress and occasionally
independent candidates
also play some role. But
that is no longer true now.
This time around, the
Congress may not be as
popular as it was in the last
election but one cannot
deny that it is still a force
to reckon with in the
coming election. But it is
the entry of the two other
national parties in a big
way in the next election
which will have a drastic
impact on the vote shares
of the parties particularly
the regional parties. The
truth is, if anyone or both
of the national parties make
any dent in the coming
elections, it will be at the
cost of the regional parties.
The question is whose
vote share is going to be
affected by the entry of
these two major players?
It is said that during the
elections the voters of
other parties in the state fall
in love with their
candidates and their
respective parties but the
Congress’ voters always
fall in line, which means that
the Congress is not going
to be affected. But it is the
vote share of the regional
parties which is going to be
greatly affected. The point
is, if the regional parties
continue to fight among
themselves, the future that
is in store for them is that
they will be consigned to
oblivion and will only find
mention in the pages of
history. The Congress will
continue to hold to its vote
shares and the two parties
- the BJP or the NPP will
replace the regional parties
and in the future there will

be no more regional parties
in the state.

If there is no regional
party alliance it will be
advantage NPP as it will
make a big inroad into the
different areas of the state
and it will also play a major
role in formation of the next
government in Meghalaya.
The current calculation is
that the region-wise tussle
for vote share in the ensuing
election is somewhat like
this: In Garo hills the
dominant players are the
Congress versus NPP; in the
Khasi Jaintia hills it will be
the Congress, the regional
parties and the NPP to some
extent. But after the regional
parties have formed a grand
alliance, it will be a different
game altogether. The alliance
will be a game changer,
because a united regional
group will be a major player
now. The alliance will give the
Congress a run for their
money in the Khasi Jaintia
hills, while the NPP which
has failed to make inroads
into Khasi Jaintia hills in its
earlier incarnation (NCP), is
hopeful that this time around
it will be different.

Perhaps some  will
question the relevance of
regional parties in the
contemporary state politics
and conclude that they no
longer serve any purposes
but of the leaders with
vested interest. Some are of
the opinion that the only
place for the regional parties
is in the annals of history,
but we cannot deny the fact
that till the last elections the
regional parties still garnered
a considerably vote share of
the entire votes polled in the
state. In fact if we add
together the votes polled by
all regional parties; it still
constitutes the largest vote
share in the last election.

There is still a large
section of voters who
strongly believe in the need
to have a representation of
the regional aspirations in
the state and national
politics. They believe that
the people of the state are
unique and have their own
aspirations and perhaps it is
this same desire which has

compelled the leaders of
the regional parties to
come together under one
banner, to represent that
aspiration. Now that the
regional parties are able
come together in an
alliance the next job at
hand is to decide on the
candidates to contest as
the alliance candidate in
the many constituencies.
Surely this is not going to
be easy as there will be too
many contenders for very
few seats. There will be
turncoats who will rebel
because they were not
allotted the alliance ticket
to contest in the ensuing
election and that is to be
expected. Seat sharing will
be tricky, but the very fact
that the regional parties
were able to come together
under one umbrella is, in
itself a great achievement
for the regional parties.

After the alliance is
worked out with the seat
sharing, the next challenge
is to come up with a
manifesto or a common
minimum program which
will be a document that
will guide the working of
the alliance in the future.

The coming together of
the regional parties in the
state is for the survival of
regional parties
themselves because if
they fail this time, then
there will be no next time
again. The situation will
only provide leeway for
the BJP and NPP to make
inroads into the state’s
politics, and what is left for
the leader to do is to write
the obituary note of
regional party politics in
the state.

In conclusion, if the
grand alliance of regional
parties succeeds then the
tussle in the ensuing
election will be between
the Congress and the
grand alliance in the Khasi
and Jaintia hills and the
Congress versus the NPP
in the Garo hills region of
the state because the
presence of regional
parties in Garo Hills is
negligible. With this new
development
Meghalaya’s post
election scenario will be
interesting to watch.

TO THE EDITOR

KPS Gill: Duty

above all

Editor,

KPS Gill who breathed
his last 2 days ago and
whose mortal remains will be
consigned to flames at 4 PM
on Sunday, was, by any
reckoning, the tallest IPS
officer of all times- not only
in sheer physical stature that
he carried but more so, in his
extraordinary  courage,
exceptional  leadership
qualities, professionalism
and in all his qualities of
head and heart. Mr Gill was
essentially an operations
man who loved to be out
there on the field facing a law
and order situation or a
violent mob or even leading
an ambush party instead of
sitting in the plush comforts
of his office pushing files,
answering phone calls and
sipping endless cups of tea
or coffee. He was a counter-
terrorism expert of
formidable reputation.He
always remained calm and
composed and remained
unruffled even under the
worst of crisis. His bosses
and political masters,
knowing their limitations,
often left him to his own
devices and he never looked
up to them for instructions
or guidance.

When thrown into
extraordinary situations, he
often came up with
unorthodox and

unconventional methods.
He always had his eyes
focused on the objective
that he sought to achieve
and if he had to bend a rule
or two in order to achieve
the same, he was ok with it.
He was a true nationalist and
a patriot to the core. The
objectives that he always
had in mind was the larger
national good. In his quest
for the national good, if
sometimes he had to adopt
methods that ran foul of law,

he went ahead to achieve
his objective.

Mr Gill also had a softer
side to him. He was very
humane, very supportive
of and helpful to his
subordinates. I personally
owe him a huge debt of
gratitude for help rendered
by him early on in my career
for which I can never thank
him enough. He had a
sharp intellect, a quick wit,
had flair for Urdu and
English poetry and wielded
a facile pen. Even though
he didn't write often
enough, whenever he did,
the articles that he wrote for
leading national
newspapers were eminently
readable. He also authored
a book on militancy in
Punjab and edited a
quarterly journal on
conflict management which
carried excellent articles on
terrorism and insurgency.

Now that he is no more,
the nation owes him a huge
debt of gratitude for
bringing back Punjab from
the precipice of disaster.
When the nation had all but
written off Punjab with the
Khalistani terrorists having
a free run of its countryside,
Mr Gill single- handedly
brought back normalcy in
the state. One can debate
till the cows come home
about the methods that he
used to achieve this
eminently laudable
nationalistic objective but
nobody can deny that Gill
was instrumental in saving
Punjab for which the
grateful nation will always
remember him. Now that
this giant of a man, this
towering personality-both
literally as well as
figuratively, is no more with
us, let us all pray for eternal
peace to the departed soul
and for giving strength to
the bereaved family to bear
their tragic loss with
fortitude.

Yours etc.,

Prem Singh, IPS(retd)
Former DGP and DG
Prisons,

Meghalaya.

Arrogant
traffic cop!

Editor,

Memories of the little
incident of March 7,2017 in
Motphran is etched in my
memory and I had previously
suppressed any urge to write
something about it but a
discussion inside a cab
recently reactivated my
desire to share my
experience of that day.

A lady was about to board
the cab that I was in, from
Motphran but the driver was
told by the traffic police to
move so he had to stop a little
further ahead. When the
lady finally entered the cab
she started a conversation
and at the end of it, we all
agreed that the passengers
must at least be allowed to
board the cab with dignity
because in the first place that
junction in Motphran is a
pick up/drop off zone.
Secondly if the traffic police
pushes drivers to move in a
hurry it may cause injury to
passengers especially old
people and children.The lady
ended the conversation on a
reflective note saying that
one should write about this.

Finally, coming to the
memorable incident, a traffic
police was moving around
that morning in Motphran
like a roaring lion looking for
its prey. He started banging
on the taxis and his
predatory stare was seeking
for the first prey.The taxi
drivers were operating like
vulnerable prey and with
such timidity hoping to
avoid being the first victim.
And lo and behold, a few
minutes later the roaring lion
had caught his first prey.A
hapless driver had just

picked up a passenger
when all of a sudden that
traffic police jumped on the
opportunity to catch the
supposedly errant driver.
It was a matter of split
seconds and the driver
was only doing his job
when that happened. He
initially asked the lone
passenger to vacate the
cab so that he can get in!
When the driver refused to
let that happen the
policeman high-handedly
tried to drag him out of the
car. All the while I was
watching this whole
episode with utmost
disgust. The audacity of
the traffic official to
display his arrogance was
beyond belief,but what
incensed me the most was
when he tried to drag the
driver out from the car. My
feet just naturally led me
to that place of action. I
basically told him to let go
of the driver.Taken aback
and stunned at what I told
him, he let the driver go.
I'm not trying to paint
the traffic officials with the
same brush. Most of them
in and around the city

seem honest and
amicable.He's one black
sheep tarnishing the
image of the whole

Department. What I'm
trying to say is that an
educated and a vocal
citizenry is the most
essential ingredient of a
vibrant democracy and
responsible citizens
everywhere must speak
out against any injustice
,whether it is committed by
those in power or members
of the general public.
Yours etc.,
Gary Marbaniang,
Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have the
full name, address and contact
number of the writer, even if they are
sent by email. Only letters with the
requisite details will be published.

Modi shine covers up mixed trends

All power in one
hand limits vision

By S Sethuraman

Undoubtedly, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
dazzled India and other
parts of the globe that he is
tirelessly going round, with
a brand image of a doer, but
a look-back on his first three
years in office has little to
show on tangible outcomes

to claim as  major
achievements for the
ongoing frenzied
trumpeting of BJP
countrywide.

This is not to belittle a
consuming focus lately on
decisive steps against black
money and corruption and
tax evasion with enactment
of required laws, all
designed to ensure a cleaner
economy for the future, as
well as enhancing  of
empowerment of poorer
sections, notably via
universal access to banking
services.

But the slide in the
Indian economy could not
be reversed over the three
years -a stagnating, jobless
growth - and the outlook for
current fiscal may be a wee
better, after a
demonetisation-scarred
year of misadventure but by
no means, a take-off is likely
in fiscal 2018.

Broadly, for the world
economy itself and for
emerging market economies,
in particular, there are still
risks and vulnerabilities
arising out of varying
degrees of growth in
developed economies and a
bigger question-mark over
China's ability to overcome
its surging debt economy-
wide, which has led to its
sovereign credit rating
being down-graded.

India continues to parrot
it is the fastest-growing
economy at present which
is so, not because of what
we may have achieved at
home, but more by a
confluence of economic
developments across the
world of some 200 reporting
nations. It is well to
remember we are not alone
among the more dynamic
economies, looking at the
South-East Asian region.

Nevertheless, that we are
slightly ahead of China
though after three decades
may have induced some
smugness. But what have
we accomplished with this
growth? Jobs no, greater
productivity no, rise in
savings and investment no.

The majoritarian Modi
Government is more fixated
on 2019 Lok Sabha elections
and all reforms, especially
structural such as ones
related to land, labour,
privatisation and the like,
will remain on hold.

Meanwhile, BJP
leadership decided, in the
light of recent spectacular
win in UP, and Modi image
at its peak, it is time to
celebrate the first three
years in office at the Centre.

The political capital Mr
Modi has built up on the
strength of his personality
and eloquence would be
drawn for even bolder
decisions than so far (like
"'pr o -poor
Demonetisation") when
time is ripe, maybe post-
2019.

For the current year and
near future, the Modi
Government expects the
one-nation one-tax (GST) to
revolutionise the tax system,
yielding more revenues to
Government, at the Centre
and in States, and that with
rates determined at
reasonable levels, GST
would prove to be non-
inflationary and indeed add
significantly to GDP growth
in the range of 8-10per cent.

Finance Minister Mr
Arun Jaitley, with
commendable effort to push
GST for introduction from
July one, has also cited the
advantages of India
becoming a common market
along  with  reduced
compliance burden for trade
and industry and services
at all levels. There may still
be operational hazards to
overcome as GST gets

going. If GST had
languished for years, BJP
must take the blame for its
obstruction  while in
opposition.

Three years may be too
short a period to make
judgements on some policies
that could only have lagged
effects. In many areas, we
seem to be still on learning
curve. While laws against
corruption and benami
property transactions have
been enacted, more basic
issues like job drought,
agricultural distress, and
qualitative dimensions of
human resource
development are yet to be
confronted. These affect the
llivelihood of vast majority
of the population, rural and
urban.

A general line of criticism
of Modi Government is its
failure to create jobs for the
desperate younger people
who had put their faith in him
in 2014. The Prime Minister
has not directly met such
reservations on his three-
year record while he has
repeatedly spoken of
"development" and schemes
like "Make in India" and
other infrastructural
programmes which are
assumed to  generate
substantial opportunities for
job growth including by way
of self-employment.

Notwithstanding  the
Government's tax and
business-related
enactments and continuing
measures to facilitate easier
doing of business so far,
domestic investments have
remained stalled over the
last three years. With greater
focus on liberalising foreign
investment regime,
Government may hope to
gain for "Make in India" and
in high-tech manufacturing
areas including defence
equipment.

What has been most
distressing is a total
disregard on the part of
Modi Government for social
harmony, tolerance and
dissent that are associated
with lively democracies. The
country has been
witnessing over these three
years an orgy of extremist
Hindutva oufits running
riot, taking law into their own
hands to safeguard cow
protection or enforce moral
codes, even committing
lynchings of innocent
persons.

The authorities have
looked the other way. Hardly
ever has Mr.Modi broken
his enigmatic silence on
sensitive issues while other
BJP leaders merely say that
law will take it own course.
That the BJP/RSS leadership
are committed to culture of
Bharatiyata and envisaging
a Hindu Rashtra ultimately
has become clear.

The Prime Minister
himself is least worried about
criticisms of his goverment’s
“intolerance” and
disturbingly allows
impression to gain ground
that his “nationalism” is far
removed from what India’s
Constitution adumbrates. It
is also clear from the
saffronisation of academic
and cultural institutions has
gone on for the last three
years.

Whatever the catalogue
of achievements claimed in
the report card, the Prime
Minister has no doubt made
India strong and stable and
infused new confidence,
even if his democratic
credentials may not be taken
at face value. He is too
opinionated and seems to
have solutions for
everything under the sun. At
no time had he shown
himself to be a consensus-
builder in this vast and
diverse country with its array
of opposition parties. In
short, he is yet to do justice
to the notion sedulously
fostered of his being a 'vikas
purush'. Instead we are
reminded that whatever the
Modi Government is doing
or hoping to do, must be
seen as 'Ho Raha Vikas
Hai".(IPA Service)
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KSU back to their old tricks

THAT a students’ body should be overly bothered
about the coming of a railway station to a particular
pointin the State of Meghalaya when another region

in the same State is benefitting from the railway
services is absurd. Khasi Students’ Union (KSU)
consult the people of Meghalaya to solicit their views

about the coming of the railways closer home? Has

the KSU done a cost-benefit analysis which it can
share with the public and from from which vantage

point it can argue about the adverse effects of the

project? To say that the railways will result in infiltration
is amere assumption not based on scientific analysis.

How come the KSU was never concerned when a

similar kind of infiltration happened in the coal belts
of Jaintia Hills just because the locals are unwilling to

mine coal in risky circumstances and take the risks

that the outsiders are willing to on lower wages?
The sudden explosive outburst from the KSU

coming close on the heels of the 2018 elections

reminds us of similar agitations in the past when the
students’” body would be used by those with political

aspirations to whip up public sentiments and create

a fear psychosis among the voters. Ethnocentrism
has a limited appeal today. Things have changed; the

younger generation is looking out for job

opportunities beyond the government. They have no
time for futile agitations that are seasonal and have

short term appeal. If one is to check out the list of
office bearers of the KSU one would be better
briefed as to how many of those are actually students.

A students’ body that is populated largely by non-

students with a vested interest can no longer mislead
the people of Meghalaya. While there is need for a

civil society in a democracy so as to temper an

oppressive state, violence as a mode of protest is
uncalled for. It’s good that the state has taken swift

action and arrested the trouble-mongers. A strong

message needs to be sent to all interest and pressure
groups that arson and violence cannot be tolerated

and have no place in a democracy, but that reasoned

argument is the way forward.

LOOKING BACK

April 14, 1989

ACKSA threatens to intensify
stir on central varsity

The Cachar-
Karimganj Students
Association (ACKSA) has
threatened to intensify its
agitation if their demand for
establishing a central
university in the Cachar
District of Assam was not

All

honoured through a
legislation within this
month. Association

President Mr Pradip Dutta
Roy told newsmen here
today that they were eagerly
awaiting a Bill on this issue,
expected to be brought in

Parliament this month.

He said they had reasons
to believe that the centre might
not go ahead with the bill for
establishing a  central
university in the Barak Valley
following "severe political
pressure", reportedly from the
Assam Government.

Mr Dutta Roy said they
had earlier agitated on this
issue and would not hesitate
to launch "a bigger movement
and face more sacrifices" if
their long-standing demand
was not met.

Three Years of NaMo

Vishwash hai,

If you can’t dazzle them
with brilliance battle them
with bull. A truism which
comes to mind as the Modi
Sarkar rolls out its three-year
report card nee facts, figures,
data and statistics, no matter
statistics are unreliable facts
from reliable figures.

Sure, Prime Minister can
overwhelm  with  his
speaking skills continuing to
ride the wings of glory and
fame for a new order of aache
din. Certainly, he has
saturated airwaves, social
and digital media with his
relentless onslaught of
ushering in change
asserting that “people have
become active partners in
governance as there is
mutual trust between the
Government and  the
people.” Sic.

Unquestionably,
everyone laps up every
word bespoken by him. Yet
when one draws up the
balance-sheet of  his
Government, can the Prime
Minister brush under the
carpet the fact that the
situation sadly continues to
remain stagnant ---status
quo ante? Has Modi walked
his talk of Saath Hai,
Vishwaas Hai...Ho Raha
Vikas Hai and delivered?

Has he brought about
inclusiveness, made
minorities comfortable and
won their confidence? And
where are the jobs, the
promised development,
infrastructure, quality
education even Swatcch
Bharat, the Aache Din? Or,
should one believe his
detractors who see Modi as
a filibuster of a
“fundamentalist Party”?

Undoubtedly, he has
outsmarted the Opposition
and it is in total shambles. A
fragmented, leaderless and
directionless anti-
establishment in its elusive
quest for a coherent
narrative to take on the BJP
defines Modi's three years
in office.

A desperation that
borders on a crisis post the
Saffron’s electoral sweep in
UP and its expanding
electoral footprint in the
North-East.has ensured that
Modi is master of all he
surveys. He continues to
astride the tiger called India
trampling all who come in his
way as he takes giant strides

By adding a pro-poor
plank to his outreach a la
demonetisation he has
further shrunk space for his
rivals to maneouvre and
marginalized them. The UP
win underscores that Modi
has not been hurt by the
antipathy of Muslim voters
resulting in troubled times
for rivals, all clueless

vikas

kab?

By Poonam I Kaushish

groping in the dark. Add to
it the fact that they lack a
mascot to match NaMo
given Rahul’s present
leadership style and you
have a disaster.
Moreover, the Sangh

has laid a multi-level
intricate trap for his
enemies. One, through
Hindu polarization,
notwithstanding loud
noises against gau
rakshaks, street tactics of
saffron  stormtroopers,
caste and communal
violence, the Hindus are
one.

Remember, his

shamshan-kabristan,
Diwali-Ramzan comments
targeted base sentiments
tapping into resentment
against Muslim
appeasement. Thereby,
killing the appetite of the
pseudo-secularists. Two,
cutting across caste lines
he successfully used
notebandi to rid BJP of its
Brahmin-Baniya image
while the Opposition waits
for a ‘big idea’

Call him a narcissist,
dictator or a Hindu zealot,
yet NaMo’s approval
ratings continue to remain
high. According to a recent
survey he has got the
thumbs up from over 70 per
cent Indians, ranks among
the top five world’s
greatest leaders, is in the
top ten of Forbes most
powerful people worldwide
and is the ‘most-followed’
person on Twitter and
Facebook.

Perhaps, that explains
his perceived arrogance
running a one-man rock
band albeit concentrating
power in the PMO. A one-
way street full of staccato
monologue, no dialogue
and questions are a strict
no-no. He uses Modisque
'direct marketing' format
and delivers a speech every
1.9 days (45.6 hours) and
counting.

Notwithstanding, the
Opposition dubbing his
three years as
“disappointing”, it has
been a roller coaster ride, a
bag of mixed fortunes for
the Government. At one
end of the spectrum,
surgical strikes against
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
marked a huge strategic
and tactical shift,
accentuating an-eye-for-
an-eye, and tooth-for-a
tooth plot. Ties with
Pakistan and China are icy
and relations with Russia,
once India’s time-tested
friend too seem to be in the
doldrums.

The audacious notebandi
was one of the boldest
policy moves in
Independent India.
Alongside the passage of
the GST bill, power and
banking sector reforms have
also been big economy
drivers. Some 90 lakh new
income tax payers, India’s
market capitalisation of $2
trillion and record levels of
foreign direct investment,

Further, the Government
is going hammer and tongs
against the corrupt. That
Modi means business is
obvious when leaders like
Congress’s Sonia- Rahul, ex-
Finance Minister
Chidambaram and son,
RJD’s Laloo and daughter,
BSP Mayawati’s brother
have been charged for
various acts of omission and
commission.

True, Ujwala to provide
cooking gas connections to
poor households, direct
bank transfer, mobile
banking, women
empowerment, electrification
and distribution of LED
bulbs, Security Insurance
Plan with over 10 crore
people being enrolled and
housing for all has blunted
the Rahul jibe of ‘suit boot
ki sarkar’

Startlingly, for reasons
best known to him, Modi has
still  to address key
developmental issues that
continue to exercise people:
employment and housing
before toilets! Enforcing
basic state functions like law
and order, preventing crime
against women and children,
inflation, illiteracy and ill-
health are the touchstone of
the  much-hyped and
illusionary deal of roti,
kapada aur makan. Look at
the irony. Cellphones go
abegging, yet people
continue to beg for food.

The most notable failure
of the Government is that its
catchy slogan of minimum
government, maximum
governance touted as a new
power paradigm of providing
baggage-free good
governance to unshackle
moribund laws and State has
come to bite him and how!
Today, alas, the Government
has its fingers in all
economic and social policies
for change, down to
deciding if people should eat
meat and drink.

Economically, the State
has not retreated from public
sector disinvestment and no
strategic sale has happened.
Talk abounds of offloading
Air India since 2015, but
zilch. Does the NDA have the
appetite for privatization? On

the ease of doing business
front according to the
Word Bank India stood at
130, 155th at starting
business, 185th in dealing
with construction permits,
138th in registering
property, 166th  in
enforcing contracts and
108th in trading across
border.

His pet project of
making Bharat Swatcch by
2019 sans water and toilets
seems a tall order. The
corridors of Government
offices stink to high
heaven, forget the
congested  residential
areas with garbage strewn
all across roads. Less said
the better of health care,
Shamefully, 1 in 3 of the
world's  malnourished
children live in India with
1,500 dying every day and

risking the future of
another 6 million.
Moreover, there is

political disquiet over
Modi’s failure to curb his
fringe rabid Hindutva
brigands who espouse
communal polarization.
This has corroded inter-
community relations, to an
extent where
discrimination against the
minority community seems
to be par for the course.
Less said the better about

allegations of
Saffronisation of
education.

What next? Politically,
can Modi change India?
Certainly, he is no
magician who can cure
India of its over 60 years
ills expediently, despite his
brand of politics. The next
general election is due in
2019 and, to a large extent,
the outcome will depend
on Modi’s management of
the optics and his
Government’s ability to
generate jobs to meet the
growing aspirations of
voters. Of course, he can
enhance his Government’s
performance by
addressing weak areas and
can convert threats into
opportunities. Saath and
Vishwas alone about Vikas
will not usher Achhe Din.
Will his naqaab of aache
din encompassing roti,
kapada, makaan and naukri
be unmasked?

Certainly he has
redefined politics and
promises further change.
Simultaneously he needs
to invigorate the system
and fortify democratic
institutions. Importantly,
can and will Modi be able
to reconstruct the
language of democracy.
Remember, leaders don’t
build democracies; people
do. ----- INFA

TOTHE EDITOR

India should
protect labour
intensive sector

Editor,

In his article,
"Agricultural on reverse"
(ST, May 25,2017), Moin Qazi
has zeroed in on the plight
of the small farmers of our
country. As a matter of fact,
step - motherly attitude
towards agriculture and
small enterprises is largely
responsible for dismal
scenario in our employment
generation. A paradigm shift
in the strategy on jobs is
indeed a crying need of the
hour as India is fighting shy
of job creation. According to
recent Labour Burecau data,
India has been losing 550
jobs per day. Instead of
protecting labour intensive
sectors like  farming,
unorganised retail, micro and
small enterprises that mainly
contribute  to  current
livelihoods in our country,
we are going gaga over
capital intensive technology
forgetting our basic needs.

Yours etc.,

Sujit De,
Kolkata

Women not safe
at home too!

Editor,

Nothing can be so
shocking and condemnable
as the news, ‘Father-son
duo molested daughter/
sister’, (ST, May 24, 2017)
The news should prompt
hundreds of questions but
we usually keep quiet by
merely cursing the
perpetrators. Of course, in a
rage, we may add that the
‘sick-minded perverts’ must
be hanged immediately, and
women are never safe even
at home, blah, blah, blah.
And thereafter, we just
retreat from the realities. We
hardly make any attempt to
cast our gaze beyond the
horizon of “capital
punishment.”

Frankly speaking, will
harsher laws and “hanging”
deter such sexual predators
in future? Will our screaming
and ranting solve the
problem? I am doubtful. Yes,
with every passing of a day,

cases of rape and sexual
violence are increasing by
leaps and bounds, more
particularly in Meghalaya.
Some are very unspeakable
in nature, even between
blood relations!

Very shockingly, boys, as
young as 10-11-years old,
sexually assault minor girls.
From where did they learn
all such evil acts? As
responsible and caring
parents, should we not be
serious and unprejudiced to
dig deeper to identify the
possible reasons why most
of the children are becoming
so sexually active at such a
young age? No wonder, in
due course of time, some
might take very perverse
turns. I think now we should
not let ourselves by swayed
by the glamour quotient in
the media that has over the
years occupied a cozy space
in our mindset and
subsequently distorted our
perception to see the things
as they are. Thank God,
some still muster their
courage to say that we are
deliberately shutting our
eyes to the potential factors
which are adding fuel to the

dormant sex-hormones of
even tender children.

If we are seriously
worried about the
degradation of the society
then why don’t we look for
a permanent remedy to fix
all ills? Let’s minutely
examine what actually has
been fanning the flame of
sexuality in a certain breed
of males including under-
aged ones who have begun
to venture to walk on the
wrong path. One concerned
US Christian organization
had carried out a survey.
Besides many other weird
surprises, the NGO found
that most of 10/11 year-olds
know the nitty-gritty of
carnal bestiality. Many
teenage boys hold women
only as objects of lust. Is it
not a serious clarion call for
us, and a matter of great
humiliation? Should we still
fiddle while the households
around are burning in the
fire of sinful lust? As
guardians, is it not our
foremost duty to see that
our children are not
affected by obscene stuff
served by the media, or the
filth readily available on the

internet? Ms. Jenniefer
Dkhar has rightly pointed
out that the internet could be
detrimental if the parents do
not closely monitor their
children.

To pinpoint the potential
causes why not the
Government use the

expertise of the unbiased
experts who can shed light
on why the society has been
so afflicted with the perverse
sexuality? I think just a score
of specialized intellectuals
would suffice to help arrive
at a decisive conclusion to
address the issue. Two
sexologists to provide the
data about the physiological
aspect of male sexuality, two
psychologists to tell us why
the rapists’ minds run riot
before committing the crime
and why they can’t control
themselves. Then, gather the
inputs from at least half a
dozen policemen who would
have interrogated the rapists
in the past. We should also
include our spiritual leaders
-- at least one from each
major religion, who can
share their ethical
viewpoints. And finally and
most importantly, a couple of

dispassionate
philosophers and level-
headed court judges who
can go deeper to analyze
all data provided by the
above experts. And thus,
based on empirical
deliberation and
brainstorming we must not
hesitate to make the
sternest laws and that will
address  issues that
contribute towards
corrupting the mindset of
society. Value-based
education for children
should be made
compulsory.

It’s important that for
the sake of our children we
should not compromise
anymore and remain mute.
Full responsibility lies on
our shoulders to save the
society from falling. So,
let’s have one voice to
condemn the sex-peddlers
of any kind. No pervert
should  violate  the
modesty of womanhood,
and no fire of incest burn
the very sacred fabric of
the household.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong-2

Placing China’s
OBOR in the
economic narrative

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg

BEATING THE RHETORIC

In recent times few
economic developments
have brought in so much
curiosity as the Chinese
flagship OBOR initiative.
OBOR or One Belt One Road
initiative is China’s plan to
connect three continents
that focuses on connectivity
and trade across Eurasian
countries. With China
remaining the focus the
OBOR initiative is an attempt
to replicate the Silk Route
which ran in medieval times
coupled with Maritime Sea
Road or MSR.

The basic infrastructure
network covering almost
sixty countries are structured
along six corridors and one
maritime route. The six
corridors include: the New
Eurasian Land Bridge,
running from Western China
to Western Russia; the
China—Mongolia—Russia
Corridor, running from
Northern China to Eastern
Russia; the China—Central
Asia—West Asia Corridor,
running from Western China

to Turkey; the China—
Indochina Peninsula
Corridor, running from
Southern China to
Singapore; the China—

Pakistan Corridor, running
from South-Western China to
Pakistan and finally the
Maritime Silk Road, running
from the Chinese Coast over
Singapore to the
Mediterranean. The
cumulative  anticipated
investment range between
US$4 trillion and US$8
trillion. The OBOR initiative
is expected to bridge the
infrastructure gap that
countries around the world

OBOR however has
rightly brought focus on the
kind of foreign aid that helps
a nation. One school of
economists believe that the
right path to development
is massive ‘brick and mortar’
push. A massive capital
investment, in the form of
roads, industries and others
which would kick-start the
local economy. There is
another school of foreign
aid and development that
believes the first would only

lead to emergence of
cartelisation and
contractors of  local

economy who would never
let the potential bloom.
Instead they advocate the
development of long term

solutions in terms of
capacity building and
human resources

development. Instead of
investing in buildings and
roads alone countries must
endeavour to train the
people and develop the
human potential. It would
be interesting to see the
direction which OBOR
embraces. Indian
investment in Africa in
contrast however has been
of the second type. India
has consistently chosen to

develop the human
potential ~ of  partner
countries in Africa through
scientific  partnerships,

cross cultural students’
exchange and massive
scholarship programmes
that run across Africa.

The initial signs from
OBOR in the above regard
however signal the
direction towards the first
school of thought. Most of

The danger of economic hegemony over a
nation’s fortunes is real and that’s how the
OBOR initiative is designed. At the same
time it would be foolhardy to assume that
nations would surrender their national
sovereignty or pride at the altar of the
Chinese diktat. The Sri Lankans effectively
negotiated and eventually pushed the
Chinese out of the Hanbantota port when
the question was of Sri Lankan interests.

would need in the next few
years.

The OBOR initiative has
however opened up
questions on economics,
polity and international
relations. At the outset there
is no doubt that OBOR
signals the emergence of a
new world order, an order
where China is firmly placed
at the centre. Secondly there
is a marked difference
between the OBOR initiative
and the Marshall plan which
the US executed during the
development of New
Economics. In the Marshall
plan the European nations
were only provided money
which would kickstart their
own economies via massive
government spending on
creating capital goods. On
the other hand via OBOR
China promises not only to
bring its own investments
but to also decide how that
form of investment would be
while also ensuring a
permanent benefit to the
Chinese economy through
the same. The danger of
economic hegemony over a
nation’s fortunes is real and
that’s how the OBOR
initiative is designed. At the
same time it would be
foolhardy to assume that
nations would surrender
their national sovereignty or
pride at the altar of the
Chinese diktat. The Sri
Lankans effectively
negotiated and eventually
pushed the Chinese out of
the Hanbantota port when
the question was of Sri
Lankan interests. Similarly
Myanmar too had to
renegotiate terms of treaty
with the Chinese when local
population protested against
the same. Hence the sceptre
of economic domination is
often overplayed.

the loans that the countries
would get would come
attached with a number of
stringent conditions such
as sourcing input resources
from China. A large number
of labourers have to be
imported from China as well.
Most of the countries of the
OBOR spectre run huge
loan deficits with China and
OBOR will only seek to
enhance it. Often without
proper  savings  rate,
massive infrastructure rates
would only lead to building
of roads and bridges to
nowhere. In the context of
domestic economy of China
itself, massive investments
have lead to building of
ghost towns and roads to
nowhere. Hence countries
have to tread the OBOR
route carefully.

The most important
debate in India, however is
how this country chooses
to position itself within the
OBOR framework. By
missing the OBOR meet
India has made its
displeasure clear regarding
the initiative itself. The
problem and the resistance
towards OBOR are twofold.
First there is a threat that
China would economically
encircle India by partnering
with all nations around it
within the OBOR initiative.
The second objection stems
from Chinese presence in
Pakistan which does not sit
well with Indian security
establishment. Hence the
discomfort with OBOR
initiative is understandable.
Yet one cannot shy away
from the fact that OBOR is a
distinctive reality and India
will have to adapt and
adjust itself to this
changing paradigm in the
coming era.

(Views expressed by the
author are personal)
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Modi to Europe
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi is focused on
external relations. In pursuance of his well-defined

objectives, he is on a European odyssey visiting

Germany, Spain, Russia and France. He is going at

an opportune moment as US President Donald

Trump has moved out of Europe causing hard

feelings in NATO countries. German Chancellor

Angela Merkel has rued the fact that Europe could

no longer depend on others which is a reference to

the US and the UK. The political panorama in Europe

has changed following Brexit and Trump saying that

EU member nations should shoulder greater

responsibilities for their defence, especially against

an expansionist Russia. It will be presumptuous to
say that the situation is to India’s advantage, that Delhi
should move in as Washington moves out. But India

should make the most of the opportunities that the

change in Europe presents.

Brexit opens up the possibility of a mutually
beneficial India- UK free trade bill. Brexit also puts
pressure on EU to finalise its trade agreement with

India. An understanding between President Donald

Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin will be

India’s interest and Modi will do well to prompt them

to bring it about. Another major item on the agenda

should be Climate Change. The Paris agreement was

alandmark event. The US should provide leadership

in this crucial area. It is unfortunate that President

Trump has refused to commit to the 2015 Paris

Accord at the recent G7 Summit and may take the

US out of the pact. That may be a disaster as it will

cause China to run the show. Modi’s visit to Europe

should also reduce tension over West Asia, following

the reformist victory in Iran.

| LOOKING BACK |
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Meghalaya Assembly

Laloo denies allegations of
malpractices in school constructions

Meghalaya Minister for
Community and Rural
Development Dr R C Laloo
has rejected opposition
criticism about the manner in
which 1000 Primary Schools
were being constructed by
his department. In the
Meghalaya Assembly on
Tuesday he said that there
were "no malpractices" in
this regard. Replying to a
motion tabled by Mr E K

Mawlong (HSPDP), Mr
Laloo  countered the
"constant criticism" by

categorically stating that the
CRDD had a "commendable"
track record. The Minister
categorically stated that
there were "no malpractices"
regarding the methods of
purchase and allotment of
work and defended the
"centralized purchase" of
certain items. He denied that
the Department had dealings
with any "benami" firm.

Touching upon the
supplies of materials
including MS rods, Mr Laloo
said that penalties would be
imposed on all suppliers who
fail to  meet their
commitments on time to the
tune of a deduction of five
percent of the amount
payable to them per week.
This penalty would be
imposed after examining the
reasons for delay in the
supply.

Rejecting the contention
that the department was
purchasing sub-standard
material, he said that some
of the quality available in the
country. He said that the
department had received no
complaints from any of the
BDOs about the substandard
quality  of  buildings
materials. The project was
being closely monitored by
the District Planning and
Development Council, he
said. Referring to the
"praise" bestowed on the
Meghalaya Govt
Construction Corporation
(MGCC) by the members of
the House on earlier
occasions, Dr Laloo
mentioned that the MGCC

functioning does not
involve the community, and
wondered why the members
were finding fault with the
CRDD Department, which
required the maximum
community participation in
all its programmes. There
was no question of taking
away the dignity or
insulting the Managing
Committees of the rural
schools in any manner.

Answering  to an
allegation by Mr Mawlong
that the Block Development
Officers had thrust the
responsibility for the
construction of the schools
on the Managing
Committees, and that
adequate funds were not
provided, Mr Laloo stated
that responsibility for the
completion of the work rests
with the BDOs and not with
the managing committee.
The managing committees
were expected to help in
providing means to lift the
materials to the site, and aid
the workforce s part of the
community involvement. In
fact, the Department had
received a lot of support
from the various village
communities. Mr D D
Lapang, who is also the
Education Minister
supplemented Mr Laloo's
reply by adding that the
Govt of India had relaxed the
date of completion of the
school buildings scheme till
September this year. A
committee had been formed
headed by the Director of
Public  Instruction to
monitor and supervise the
construction of school
buildings.

Mr Lapang also said that
the MGCC had expressed its
inability to under take the
building of more school
since it lacked
infrastructure. The CRD
Department, when
approached,
magnanimously agreed to
accept this additional
workload. The Education
Department had allotted
some 806 units to the CRDD.

Is there a magic key to explain
or counter terrorism?

Recently two notable
French theorists, Gilles
Kepel and Oliver Roy
engaged in a debate over
different interpretations of
contemporary extremism.
While Oliver Roy
highlighted the
dysfunctional individual
who enacts violence and
finds an excuse for their
internal rage, that ideology
becomes a cover for violent
individuals and therefore it
is neither about society nor
about Islam per se, for Gilles
kepel on the other hand and
in the French context, holds
the society responsible and
coupled with a particular
interpretation of Islam,
associated with Wahabism
that justifies terrorist
violence against a hostile
world.

The fact that these
scholars  disagree so
fundamentally is indicative
of the reality that there is no
one answer. Perhaps
different individuals are
probably drawn to acts of

terror, and militant
organizations, for more than
one reason. Structural

reasons in society are
certainly important, making
extremist narratives
credible; individual
psychology is also a factor,
as not every young
immigrant becomes a killer;
and, an ideology that
legitimates violent actions.

The identified suicide
bomber the 22-year-old,
Salman Abedi, detonated a
shrapnel laden improvised
explosive  device  at
Manchester Arena in
Manchester, England, after
a concert by American
singer Ariana Grande, at the
exit, as concertgoers were
leaving. ISIS has claimed
responsibility for the deadly
explosion in which twenty-
three adults and children,
including the bomber, were
killed and 116 were injured,
some critically. Born to a
refugee parent of Libyan
decent living in Manchester
Salman Abedi went to a UK
university but dropped out.
He even worked in a bakery
and supported Manchester
United football club. From
the scant information
available so far he had
partially integrated but

By Munmun Majumdar

found it difficult and
attacked the country where
he was born and had grown
up.

In the case of St.
Petersburg Metro Bombing
that ripped through the
metro line in St. Petersburg
on April 3, 2017, had
claimed 16 lives, including
that of the suicide bomber,
and seriously injured over
50 people. The bombing
coincided with President
Vladimir Putin’s visit to the
city, and was obviously a
message threatening him
and Russia for anti-
terrorism policies.

The responsibility for
the St. Petersburg Metro
bombing was placed on
Akbarzhon Jalilov, an
ethnic Uzbek from Osh in
south Kyrgyzstan holding
a Russian passport. He had
been identified through
both CCTV coverage and
DNA traces found on the
bombs. Akbarzhon Jalilov
was born in Osh in 1995
and moved to St
Petersburg with his father
in early 2000, where he did
his schooling. His school
peers found him to be quiet
and accommodating. While
his parents returned to Osh
in 2011, Akbarzhon Jalilov
continued to live in Russia

to study, and even
procured Russian
citizenship. His

VKontackte (the Facebook
equivalent in Russia) has
the usual feeds like any
other of his age on pop
music, martial arts, etc.
Akbarzhon Jalilov, had
held a number of jobs in St.
Petersburg, that included
working as a sushi chef, and
had shown no overt signs
of radicalization. In
February 2017, Akbarzhon
Jalilov had visited Osh, his
hometown, which is in the
Fergana Valley, a region that
spans Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan,
and is said to be the centre
of radical Islam in the
region. On his return, he
rented an apartment in the
centre of St. Petersburg.
There was nothing in his
background to raise red
flags. Hence, the April 3

attack shocked the Russian
Federal Security Bureau
(FSB) that was on a state of
heightened alert. The attack
was certainly well planned,
and seemed similar to the
Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS) inspired lone
wolf attacks similar to those
committed by Omar Mateen
in the US at a night club in
Orlando, and by Khaled
Massoud in Westminster,
London, etc.

The ISIS applauded the
act but did not claim
responsibility and its public
statement on the incident
merely supported all jihadi
action against Russia, with
no reference to the
propaganda video, titled “We
will burn Russia’, showing a
fallen Kremlin and Putin with
bullet holes in his head, that
had been circulated through
the ‘Amaq’ media channel
used by the ISIS. Putin’s
reaction to this incident was
fierce and unequivocal. His
statement that said “To
Forgive the terrorist is up to
God. But to send them to him
is up to me” after the attack
went viral on the Internet.

Unfortunately, such
trends appear to be having
an impact on India as well.
Unrest in Kashmir is one
such example. Sponsored
calls for Azadi in the valley
is showing signs of shifting
to refusing to live in a secular
India, as well as, to set up an
Islamic caliphate. Zakir
Musa, became the Hizb ul-
Mujahideen Commander,
after the death of Burhan
Wani  boldly claimed that
he was against nationalism
and would only work for
establishing the rule of Islam
— Dar ul-Islam. The Hizbul
Mujahideen leadership and
the Hurriyat leaders have
distanced themselves from
Musa’s views and expelled
him from the party. However,
the example of the Chechen
agitation transforming from
territorial insurgency into
Islamic terrorism is before us
to implore its deadly
consequences if not acted
upon before it is too late.

This brings us to the
question of why some
(generally young) people are

drawn into extremism and
terrorism. Undoubtedly, in
the wake of the
Manchester bomb attack
on 23 May 2017, itis likely
that increased attention
will be given to the
question of why and how
seemingly modern,
young, people become
radicalized. Many
theories, often empirically
based on profiles and
interviews with former
extremists already exist.
Marc Sageman, the
American counter-
terrorism specialist, has
spoken about the “bunch
of guys” theory, like wise
scholarship has shown
that a disproportionate
number of extremist
militants have been
engineers. While these
studies  have  been
empirically based, they
are not adequate to
explain the so-called lone
wolf attackers, or provide
a catchall profile.

The problem gets
magnified when one looks
for the factor, which leads
to radicalization. All three
factors i.e. psychology,
society and ideology
identified by Gilles Kepel
and Oliver Roy have a role
to play. Arguing that one
of these is the most crucial
would be akin to ignoring
the  complexity of
individuals. While a single
theory explaining every
aspect of terrorism or
radicalization is attractive,
it may not be possible to
find that magic key. The
theories of Gilles Kepel,
Oliver Roy, and Marc
Sageman are important,
but it cannot be
concluded that they have
provided a view of the
entire picture more so
because no single factor,
or idealized profile, will fit
all terrorists or potential

terrorists. Moving
forward therefore a
holistic approach in

developing a positive
counter strategy while
dealing with the
complexity  involved
rather than in seeking that
illusive magical key.

(The writer is
Associate Prof, Dept of
Political Science NEHU,
Shillong.)

TO THE EDITOR

Dalit uprising!

Editor,

Dalit uprising is a natural
reaction to caste hatred
which is still raising its ugly
head. On caste supremacy

and separatism, Swami
Vivekananda had said,
"There is an old

superstition in Bengal that
if the cobra that bites, sucks
out his own poison from the
victim, the man will survive.
Well then, the Brahmin must
suck out his own poison."
The onus is indeed on the
higher castes to address the
current issues.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Cruelty
exposed

Editor,

The Khasi-Pnar
community takes prides in
being loving, kind, merciful
and above all God-fearing.
But the recent violent video
clip of an incident that took
place in Khliehriat which
went viral on the social media
network showing a young
boy being beaten brutally
for his 'fault' of asking for
his due wages from his
employer and later being
falsely accused of stealing
things is simply absurd,
inhuman and deserves
condemnation. I applaud
Agnes Kharshiing of
CSWO and Batesi a local
media channel for having
taken evidence and lodging
an FIR. We are yet to hear

more from  so-called
organisations that trumpet
their " love" for the

community and their
silence speaks volumes of
their sincerity. The police at
Khliehriat, as far as I know
from a source who was
working, and later resigned
from the police force is that
the police in Khliehriat are
" highly" unqualified leave
alone being professional or
knowledgeable of laws
when dealing with heinous
crimes such as this one that
was beamed on social
media. Perhaps the DGP
should initiate sensitization
classes for the lower and
middle rung personnel of
the police department on
human rights law and other
sections of the law which
will somehow improve their
efficiency.
Yours etc...
Dominic S. Wankhar
Shillong:

Improving
connectivity in
the NorthEast

Editor,

With the construction of
Dhola-Sadiya bridge in
Assam, Govt. Of India has
achieved yet another
milestone in connecting its
different fringe areas with
mainland India. With a
length of 9.15 Kms the
bridge at best can be said
to be an engineering
marvel. Hope the Govt. of
India Initiates many more
projects like this to remove
communication bottlenecks
in different remote areas of
India and particularly
Northeast India.

Yours etc.,
Sadiq Hussain
Guwahati

Back-handed
compliment for
Shillong

Editor,

I want to congratulate
Shillong and its inhabitants
for working so hard to make
Shillong proud by upgrading
its rank of 276 from No 53 in
the recent Swachh ranking
conducted by the Ministry
of Urban Development in

January/Feb 2017.
Meghalaya has only one city
- Shillong  but the

Government cannot even
keep it clean. This is a matter
of shame and concern.
Waste management in
Shillong is almost non-
existent. It is high time the
Government thinks of
outsourcing waste
management to other private
agencies to keep Shillong
clean as the Municipal Board
under the Urban Affairs
Department of the State
Government has failed on all
fronts to maintain
cleanliness. The employees
of the Municipality should
be given a golden handshake
as the 4th grade employees
working there are lazy, non-
committal and do their job
haphazardly. As can be seen
while passing through Police
Bazar/ Barabazar, the
hawkers have hijacked the
entire footpath and narrow
lanes adjoining the main road
hence pedestrians are forced
to walk on the main road
thereby risking their lives, all
thanks to the NGOs and
people in the higher
echelons who work tirelessly
for the hawkers! From what I
could gather, some agents
are collecting money from
hawkers for payment to the

higher ups! Who are those
higher ups? Only the CBI
inquiry can unearth this.

It is also surprising to
read in the local
newspapers that some
politicians blame the
Central Government for
Shillong’s poor ranking
and allege that is
politically motivated. The
Government which has
absolutely no control over
hawkers and is unable to
maintain cleanliness has
no right to be in power. My
humble suggestion is that
the dustbins which have
been removed some years
ago should be restored as
it is observed that littering
has increased after
removal of public garbage
bins. The bins should be
constructed with separate
compartments for bio-
degradable and non-
biodegradable items (blue
& green). Vehicles
collecting the garbage
should come in pairs to
collect the segregated
garbage. This will help to
a great extent to keep
Shillong clean

With so many schools
in the city why don't we
take the help of the school
authorities to send their
wards (by turn) once a
week to Police Bazar and
Bara Bazar to enforce
cleanliness and to impose
fines on law breakers?
Last but not least I would
request the inhabitants of

Meghalaya not to
compare Shillong to
Scotland as we are

nowhere near Scotland in

terms of cleanliness and
waste management.

Yours etc.,

B.S. Blah

Shillong-2

Tobacco: The Silent
Killer of Meghalaya

Jahnabi Hazarika, Sandra Albert

Tobacco use is one of the
world’s biggest public health
threats as it is a leading cause
of preventable disease and
death. Every year, May 31 is
observed as World No
Tobacco Day globally. This is
an initiative of the World
Health Organization (WHO)
and the Secretariat of the
Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) to
highlight the health risks
associated with tobacco use.
The FCTC encourages
governments to  adopt
effective policies to reduce
tobacco consumption. The
WHO FCTC is a global public
health treaty that has been
signed and or ratified by 180
countries. India is a Party to
the WHO FCTC since the
Convention entered into force
on February 27, 2005 and is
legally bound to implement
the provisions of this
international treaty.

According to the WHO
tobacco use accounts for more
than 7 million deaths
worldwide every year. In India
nearly a million people die
annually from causes related
to tobacco use. Yet, India is
the second largest consumer
and third largest producer of
tobacco. Apart from the
smoked forms that include
cigarettes, bidis and cigars, a
plethora of smokeless forms
of tobacco products are
available in the country. To
control tobacco use the
Government of India enacted
the Cigarettes and Other
tobacco products (Prohibition
of  Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution) Act-
COTPA in 2003. It is the
principle law governing
tobacco control in India. It is
comprehensive, covering
many aspects including but
not limited to: restrictions on
smoking in public places;
prohibition of advertising,
promotion and sponsorship;
prohibition of sales to minors
(below 18 years of age) and
within 100 metres of
educational  institutions;
packaging and labelling as
prescribed under the law with
appropriate pictorial warning
and penalties on violations of
the law. The Government of
India now mandates 85%
pictorial warnings on both
sides of the tobacco product
packages.

In order to facilitate the
effective implementation of the
Tobacco Control Law, to bring
about greater awareness
about the harmful effects of
tobacco as well as to fulfil the
obligations under the WHO
FCTC, the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare,
Government of India launched
the National Tobacco Control
Programme (NTCP) in 2007-
08. To curb the use of tobacco,
warnings are also flashed on
cinema and TV screens
against its harmful effects
across the country. Following
a Supreme Court order of
September 2016 on banning of
chewing tobacco products,
the Government of India had
issued a complete nation-wide
ban on sale of food products
containing tobacco and
nicotine as ingredients. These
include Gutka, Paan Masala,
Zarda and tobacco-based
flavoured mouth fresheners. A
dedicated national
programme, legislations,
enforcement of bans and
sustained campaigns from
time to time against tobacco
use have shown its first sign
of success. Data from National
Family Health Survey 2015-16
(NFHS-4) shows a decline in
the national figures for the use
of all forms of tobacco from
around 11% to 7% among
women and from 57% to 45%
among men, in the past decade.

But Meghalaya showed an
alarming increase in the use of
tobacco among men and
women. NFHS-4 reveals that
32% of the women and 72%
of the men use some form of
tobacco in Meghalaya. The
high prevalence of tobacco
users in the North-east region
was also evident in the Global
Adult Tobacco Survey
(GATS-India 2010) which
showed Meghalaya to have a
prevalence of 55%.

Most people know by now
that tobacco use has harmful
effects on health but the extent
and severity is still not
adequately understood. Apart
from cancers, tobacco use is a
major risk factor for
cardiovascular diseases (heart

attacks, strokes), diabetes and
chronic respiratory diseases
which are some of the leading
causes of death worldwide.
Any form of tobacco use,
smoking or smokeless, can
place a person at high risk for
a wide range of cancers
including cancers of the lung,
larynx, mouth, oesophagus,
pharynx, stomach, urinary
bladder, kidney, liver, stomach,
pancreas, colon, rectum, and
uterus. Nicotine, one of the
many harmful chemical
substances in tobacco is the
major cause of addiction. Non-
smokers are exposed to
second-hand smoke (passive
smoking) which is the smoke
a smoker breathes out or that
comes from the tip of a burning
cigarette. When this smoke is
inhaled, it can directly affect
the heart and blood circulation
of the non-smoker and their
health over time.

According to the latest
National Cancer Registry
Program, some of the highest
incidence of cancer rates
related to tobacco use in the
country was observed in
Meghalaya (male 65%, female
42%). In East Khasi hills
district 70% cancers in men
and 45% in women were
attributable to tobacco use.
Meghalaya also has the
highest proportions  of
oesophageal (food pipe)
cancers in the country. The
East Khasi Hills district has
highest rates of tongue cancer
and hypopharynx cancers in
the world.

In Meghalaya
consumption of Kwai: areca
nut consumed in the form of a
quid wrapped in betel leaves
with a touch of slaked lime is
common among men and
women. Prolonged use of
areca nut can cause cancers
of the mouth and
oesophagus. The practice of
smoking tobacco is rampant;
frequently observed in market
areas, public conveyances
and even near educational
institutes. It is important to
understand that tobacco use
is a threat to any person,
irrespective of gender, age,
race, cultural or educational
background.

Apart from the health
consequences, as stated by
WHO tobacco hinders
several aspects of sustainable
development of a country.
Therefore, this year’s theme for
World No Tobacco Day 2017
is "Tobacco — a threat to
development." Tobacco use
affects national economies
through increased health-care

costs and decreased
productivity due to tobacco
related diseases and

premature mortality. Around
80% of premature deaths from
tobacco occur in low- or
middle-income countries.
Premature death of a family
member due to tobacco
directly affects the emotional
well-being of the family and
also worsens their economic
condition as treatment costs
of tobacco related diseases are
high. Tobacco growing,
manufacturing and
consumption has adverse
environmental impacts. Health
care costs from tobacco-
related diseases by far
outweigh the revenue
generated through the sale of
tobacco products.

Thus for a society free of
tobacco related ailments there
has to be concerted efforts by
the Government and by civil
society. Strengthening the
existing laws along with
effective implementation can
help reduce tobacco use to a
large extent. Awareness
programmes and intensive
campaigns on the health risks
needs to be undertaken from
time to time so as to reach all
sections of society. Multi-
sectoral action that results in
a paradigm shift in the social
acceptability of tobacco use
is the need of the hour. While
national programmes,
awareness campaigns and
laws can facilitate tobacco
control, the ultimate decision
rests on the individual.
Behaviour change is not easy
and people who are desirous
of quitting smoking may need
professional help (that goes
beyond mere advice) to give
up the habit.

As we observe World No
Tobacco Day 2017, this is a
good time for us to take stock
of the health risks of tobacco
at the individual level and our
society as a whole.

(The writers are faculty at
Indian Institute of Public
Health-Shillong)




