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mamwas hrdet eir o ng H
caré for them

e oL

—oo
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s
Bluepirds and tree swallows

Ji ,“£S'een“a'¥ g I t‘r s h

contrast, other birds kick their man _connections to nature and

S.
ne, and feei an dvocate a mrndf_ul and
- i orgossur?, g{!ay dead in an
qu tary fixed response fo ranger fora vrce
arcallcd defensjve tEanato is. Is imme
can't contro

Bnacrhto norrr?ulrs theyre up an

WHEN AND HOW TO HELP it was ovrng o1 nea its
ere are some guidelines area, so that I oesn t hecome
for when and how t0 intervene drsoréented and t ly to disperse
mn wa s that minimize harm to It tat.

tha are rare unless |t

su
arc wet and free of che
the pare ts aren't frt enough to

d he animals to seek other

B
ST
=2

means these rndrvrduals

benefit s the specres overaII
PUT THE ANIMAL'S NEEDS
BEFORK

ery |mpor ant ofoster hu-

(8IX)

ung time and icpiuduee slowly,
||keg box turtlesp which are dye
cIrnrnﬁ1 across Nor It Amerrca
Ensur gthesurvrva otasrng

adult. f emae box %urtl be
very |mporan ot esuccessof

a lgcal atio

g h}t?prespecé he ruIes at

natonal state and local parks.
stoften hmmt alt rrst % ;

crc hat ca ely interac
B nans, ¥or

desert tortorses may urrnate as 4
defense when pickc uri which
reduces their internal water

suppl
ppg to identif common
specics that can ha dI
c rrosrt an m am as
or rve srt Many
staltte af cncrcs havelalyf/ebsr J or
et will Relp"yoi ‘ie'aren Siies
H ecres arc wr §Sphea or more
rare. Most ave a com-

pretend to he rngured cr dead mon frog t ats sure to catch

eigy rescue |s Thrty gou think an anrmal

tdon t make as- is truly in danger, call a local
or example, Vir- gameyw%rdengwrldﬁ\fe off

er, reha pro £sslona orpar

b trarrrtghy i e
goves nd help 1t “but Ieave it
raveling in the same drre%rgarl

angerous habita
Fourth, get out and explore,

don t relocate enimals But remember that ou e a
cartt dlstﬁnces An ?t%est in_the animals

ird sffty and resgect? ”y dA

dentally hitchcs
allen og can shelter all k

istances, suc

asatreetrog under your bumper, of creatuTes. Look undernea
Idnt be released in a new and thent glace it back as mwas

dg a?)KanrfmaI Cross Ell i{

rrelctron tnyvy)Hrcnhove' Regearch fofessor étt?r
eaded. This i |sn£ [trcu Conservation, Pennsylvanra

ytue or animals that USA)

ontinues to be a home
e Conversatro %}

so that |

ivea State.

ADIPURUSH IS A MINEFIELD OF MISADVENTURES

By Kavya Dubey

ithin aweek ot its reIease the Rama

Yter st offlhe auddrfnce 3 sh andI nearly
or an m er of reasons
i g erln wrt hoﬁew rlevyhu oIowrtrig
indy_cu reweerorno 3 ci
identify wrt t e Ramayana- orrcntcry beﬁ? } X
tem. are bound to raasee ebrows at this mﬁahut

misadventure toute

to De an adaptation o

hose who arc_not from the comm

And ity,
but wrsh to know a thin jlm t\grtgharl])ou; nﬁ: e
casu i vi

aeyd va they 8
ey see. Poor dialogues arc only th

vr}rr”ube comrca¥|y misqui
iceperg.

Ravan was agreat demon king -

0 by what
¢ tip“of the

yes, great

because even th?ug he was a demon his ‘merit

was |ncontestah
of the In ian ?uhcontme t an
the vagaries of climate cha

can imagine -
a mark 0

ollywo s
eater% thrat float about Lord ) the
Game Of Thrones:style gart o Ra an 0 has wi seéustrfred for it
anharac errstrgally n ly cro ged an%% Iled ressive but
fateopLfnied L" 'Crbl ke the sif Th Wm"gsrmw
charcoal-fini anka lo i ¢ eli 1S amoun
tw?n rt1 or$s sgard, fhe r%(a H pes ult
Acplrca ‘vanar sen _inclusive o S
elre and, there: an cost mesa 0 e o limit to |
vr Iarnstthat are Just not ndran y any stretch of ﬁg ct |ng an est
T%ese striking details were lifted without much 1t

eand even the gods acknow!-

e
?drs kingdom was situated in h%érlo taI regron
i

ie
mayang would have b e n much greener than we may

are byt

I
I
2l
J?rarrcpo H A ?ar as co mon frlmmakrng goes there may
0

effort to cus omise them to fit |
an, which s not just ano

no deeEpIy revered cultura

Th deflarls in the frlm which could have bgen Hollyw,

Teat. cinematic fingsse,

pleasing imi tron of some iconic detarls fro fasses, knowing that 1t rs 2 story from ancient t
the Harry Pot tercsqe deat rme

lets, |nstead of those

s Rs 500-crore film c uI d bymRavan in prarse of W
ers and misrepresentations
ine t atjus rus ed to conclude. everaI deprctronsarc factuaII

s t0 a mockery and an insult to our

vrncrbrlr ty and |mmun|ty rom all
Eeavenly spirits, serpents, and wi

jed at the hands of a human

has religious. s ntrments ata Lho
m mixes up mythologrcal c

tha
ecomes an obligation to accomplrsh such an

acters, from across scriptures and deprcﬁs Ravan

-gvadin
AP by
nu in his Narasimha (half man. half

ion
Further, the occultist warrior prince Meghna
is nearqy fictionalis 3 Wi th t‘h P Jwar ?heed1
rnnovatron Treatrng La shman wrh whatI

Irka a a ow neon Sanyccvanr uice bat rn t e
urning point was going

overboard wrthou any care for common sefse.
Even the very nameé of the film, Adipurush, is
ricorrec and utterly mrndleshs The word, liter-
thmeanrng(t F st man*, "has no significance

Among several Ramayan -associated actors who
a]ve comc forJ with their criticism. A&rn Govil.
0 portrly Lord Ram in Ramanand Sagar's
Ramayan t(e 1987 TV series), madeavalrd oint
when he s teLé and Ramayan arc pe-
yond mo ernrs |on and that therer no need fo
ttemptthat an rsrespect people’s evotron
way from various Hindu
|ous outfrbts an olmcal partres have | orned hﬁ
an the ﬁ tan éﬁ rec]a
eret at IastOco er, monks fr m
rarsed objections to the "distortions” seen rn the

fil
[tqo d>u5t Adi urush rs a thoroughly disap-
paintir g[ misadventure, buf one might wonder
Bat is'the point oféuch a frlm a tall. Also, how
[Iiatel ¢ Censor Boar not feel the need to "regu-

So doesthe Indian audicnce not know Ramaya

. rya enotﬁgh to be educated abog)t Mor enterarneydg

rough” commercial CIﬂEITI docs It serv

othe urpos keepi le e
i c.rcutat’ RS J’Hhé’ ‘tt’ el
eir Hindu identity on t amayana
0f reasons that w rr tan t er rscussron Let
us wait and watch! (

=
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Paris riots: When police shota teenager dead...

iots have broken out in Nanterre, hurb

onf Pgrﬂis fol?owrin the Ie l o |ce sLh

i

MgAn ?nvesl)i( ation int o his death |s ongom but
test and

situatign has aI eady triggered pr
anger. W atever (he inyes {gag%n gr? clu esp
n ent forms part of a ¢ mplcx deep- rooted

pro
It ratses the memory of the violence that spread
across the crtyms su H) d% IE pmore
tha hree wee sand forcrng tlhe countr
state 0 emer enc any the issues he
the unrest f rh) in unresolve&l his
ay and have oten |a| een aggravated hy ever
wor ening refations between the police and the

uring 'Ey extensrve figld}&uork ||nI hehsuburban

aris, Lyon and Marseille | have seen

andalhearJ fir tharyd) the rt]rievances that are now-
being cried out on the streets of Nanterre.

THE E % ﬁAND POVERTY
Certain suburbs arge French cities have
ordecades suffered frorn \lfhat has been IabeIIe
he worst "hy"ermarginalisation” in Europe.
00r ”llt! l‘lOUfII’I and achooling combine with
eographical Isolation and racism-to make it vir-
aI im o siple for eogle to stand a chance at
Evordllen e"smorﬁu shown th t pegple livin
ﬁs cangexpec 098 HPscrim e
tiob %ase hon the verylfact 0 Iivmg in th ose
rbs when. the s
avrun? a certain n mcpprt/ adp can ruP 3/
out of employment thanks to wrdespread racial
dis[c)rimtnatio[n |
iscontent amopg young people in es
has been hrewrang Poqr}decageg J)a resup S'th ?iprst
riotsofthe kinccurrentli{( appemn in Paris took
pace in Lyon as far bac e
g outs enl nts 0 cr15|s *there aé]
pears t lprac ically no discussion bp French
eadershrp about how to tackle the problems that
drige S0 muce anger |n e suburbs.
resr en mmanuel Macron. presents himself
tted 0 re- |ndus trialising France and
revrtalrsrno the econom
However, Macron's vlsron doc %tnclude
any plan for using economcgrowt 10 -
portuni }10 the suburbs or VI wegd the o herwa
0 arness he potent |a ofthe suburbs
drive economic growth.
In two wesrdentral terms, he has failed to pro-
duce a coherent policy for'solving some of' the
key problems of the suburbs.

POLICE BRUTALI Y
Police brutality Is a topic of great concern
in FJance at e rﬂoment beyond”the Nanterre
incident. Earlier this year, international human
rights organisation thé Council of Europe took

sE2m

basting the
oce” t?r

Frenc police fo excesstveuseo
prot fts a ainst Macroni
Po in an

lror no hm&
gproac n recent mtervrew 1helped condu
for a document arkf in the suburbs of Marseille,
residents pointed o successive cuts to community
Eased police officers, based In.the estates, as
ey Teasons for increases in tension” between' the
gopulatron and the police, Protests, meanwhile,
rc met with tear gas andtbﬁtons 4 ool
sive overnmens ave used policing to
control oqﬂ ulation “to prevent poFliticaI giur
moil, erodin the legitimacy of law enforcement

alon

A yet e police are extremel¥ hostile to
reform, astance haé i1s alded %nd abelted by their
powerful unions and Macron himself, who'needs

the e traordtna}rp step of directly ][
a
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the police 0 crush opposition to his reforms.

reer making numerous gaffs i |nc udin
n unem poyed workeronly needed

He hae called the l<| I|n
d a crisis meeting to see

A'trip to see Elton John perform while the riots

Monsoon hair care routine

a solution to the crrsrs

re ardsto haircare |s hatahe

mUw
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tine |sa|l the rage, we m

SIE routine IO € sure a clean scalp that translate!

lems that this weather
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squeaky- clean scalp and frizz free ustr u
all through the season!
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vrng you wrt acean refr S

ham
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. this shampoo 1S suttable for all hair types

occurred was erha t adwsable and com-
mens a7out ung eing intoxrcated
g swere rp wha I] isqu J

acro h s at least tried to calm te srons an

not in e e
Ake”) m for him however, is the diffuse,
de-centr Iiscd nature o the protestors There is
rho leadership to rnee and n&g Hate wré and
e ar no sp man need to, be
met to defuse the tenston s in 2005, the riots

arc occurring spontaneously, sometimes estate

£
at makes escalatlodn very difficult for tha
povernment fo sto it underscores the nee

(0l ”lt°e’%nwl§nch”§“d'”% Itlle%“ﬁi‘“#r:o fend
EOO[ OCIBf FprlOSR]ECtS an ice bruta It?/OHrS[ 2

uburbs of French cities. E‘ Conversatl

Hd Ieeraves the hair up to 3 times smoother and
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he Seba |an Professronal Dark Oil nghl-
weight con |t|oner is in use w th a p
bI end of oils and

works w
aﬁdl Al oot 1 l'l%‘nl.%l 'n”el l§ s"ul“‘llr%'l
Price FPS 1,900/ for 250ml
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mask makes the hair si kp smooth and shiny while
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“No matter how dull, or how mean, or how
wiseamanis, hefedsthatharrrness ishis
indisputableright
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Why road deaths

THE expressways and highways built by India,
in recent times, “arc better than the American
roads or it would be so by next year.” This is a
claim being made by Union Roads and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari time and again. He
presided over the grand transformation of India's
highway systems - the beginnings of which
were when AB Vajpayee headed the nation from
the late 1990s. The Modi government took this
forward with more seriousness. However, the
large numbers of accidents on these roads arc
a matter of serious conccm. Last year, there
were as high as around 1, 60,000 road deaths
in the country. The latest major mishap was in
Buldhana district of Maharashtra that took 26
lives. The passengers were charred to death in
the fire caused by the Nagpur-Pune private bus
that hit a divider and burst into flames.
Notably, the officials were quick to cover
up the reasons. They arc adept at inventing
‘reasons* like road 'hypnosis*, or citing sleepy
driving, drunk driving, or burst of tyre, efc.,
as the reasons. All of these are possible. But,
what they often mischievously try to hide are
theirown faults, as should also be the case now.
Speeding vehicles hitting road dividers abruptly
is quite common. This is due to the failure of
the road authorities to demarcate such spots 3"“00 % e”%f ‘lgé?éc
N the

and alert motorists well in advancc through Ieges m? ﬁamcw
recautionary steps and warning lights. White N 1 k- rthe noice ae
Patings o s i MRSt S CBES

Isthe poor quality of undergraduate curriculum
in Meghalaya hindering students’ achievement?

By Sumarhin Vmdor UGC Curriculum and Credit

Framewor f0r3
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ala Pro ¥
s |t i B Al
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{ eam, st I 3 eshvecrtedalackuf
colle%es arc as Per the UGC

The stery det errora ion
in the quality of ed ucatron
in Meg is a matter of

S

focus on the falling standards
ofachoo eunﬁt?on atfrib- 12, Teacher Educatiop- farfre teachrn sonnel
ute an
inipum course curricu-
or UG courses under
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ing degrees in more than
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taes in term of achie- PTISCIC ¢ (10%) and Com-~ and Al m rscrellrmaéxeourses
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quaryo eaching and gov- halaya arc a |I|a%ed to F YUG currrculum tol R L I3
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Me
NETIU, this article com| ares
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stream, Many of
nd an qutdated curriculum
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prP%rammES oyl |ng ma]or papers under

6 papers under m orand
ﬁnd DSE vo%aﬂon eloursesan

233
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owe t| 202 many states those followed colle s
havi udent |n
Uchrrrc umo 2023 Un

gof papers gnd ttere Xgrraet% o[f

urscs. However,

ch *III‘-Ih rrrcudlup

would mean that our UG
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elow par and our students
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studenthastoc ear 18 papérs ydent covers in three
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done. Neither the contractors nor the engineers
ensure such safety steps are in placc. The sense
ofirresponsibility and dereliction ofduty arc all
too evident, Worse, they get away with their act.
In the present case too, the road stretch and the
VLY A * case of Scicme stream), and
poorly Taid divider were an invitation to disaster. e sf'SneS”,n,fg%rnesaé{Ff.ﬁz AT
However, officials misguided the media with SI%doZ%rm obwich % Egrvs'ﬁ)n”ﬁfg | ROIENEC e
other theories  ‘road hypnosis’and much else rnArts&ﬂumanmgs Com- ethOUSC(AE) alt
to cover up the actual reason of reasons. Q“n%'cceg&uc'q%%hgeﬂsvn o other!taes%lowe il
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. . . H - OITIITII.IIII tion, ctc., while d
is to launch an inquiry. When senior officials

uter rcatrons
termso COUISGSBII e total
I W | 1als  the remaining{ colle esoffer
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Pohhcalrehofhﬂn% before 2024
THE Maharashtra drama that unfolded since
Sunday is bound to have ripple effects across
the country. NCP strongman, Sharad Pawar used
to run the party like his fiefdom but that sort of

control now has limited appeal, in the wake of |

the BJP*s relentless bid to win over allies before
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. By taking Ajit
Pawar, the neﬁhew of Sharad Pawar, to its side
and offenng im the post of Deputy CM, the
BJP has dealta body blow not just to the NCP
as a party but also to the current aspiration of

Opposition unity where Sharad Pawar is playing ;

a significant role. The BJP has now learned the
ropes and alsc knows how to pull the mg from
the feet of other political leaders running their
parties. In 2019. Sharad Pawar had executed a
similar coup bﬁ allying with the Shiv Sena and
Congress and had stitched up the Maha Vikas
Aghadj, thereby leaving the BJP stunned, since
the Shiv Sena had been a BJP ally in the past.

Politics has never been about service to the
people or about development. It is about power
and those who have tasted power, feel the pangs
of being out of it. Political observers attribute
this upheaval in Maharashtra politics to Amit
Shah’s master strategg in winning friends and
|anuencrnq people. Bu
because politicians treat each election as a matter
ofmetaphysical survival, nay aclash ofexisten-
tial identities and this defines what's happening
in Maharashtra today. The NCP is ideologically
broken although there’s not much it has by way
ofideology. Attempts to repair this brokenness
is futile as the ugly war ofclaims and counter
claims makes both sides more recalcitrant.

The loss of Karnataka has made the tcE
BJP duo Modi-Shah do their internal chinta
baithak. Ajit Pawar apparently attended a meet-

ing chaired by Amit Shah where CM Eknath %a

Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis
were present. The BJP ploy is to checkmate
Shinde who isasserting himself in the coalition
and wants more berths for his MLAs. Besides,
Shinde’s case of breaking the Shiv Sena is still
being heard ai d the verdict could go % cither way.
If Shinde loses, the BJP would be in a spot.
Having a buffer in the NCP would give the BJP
some resErte Between now and May 2024 the
BJP will be using all the tricks ofthe trade to win
all slate elections so as to secure its place fora
third term in government at the Centre. The BJP
will brook no hindrance to its plans. Meanwhile,
the much talked about opposition unity seems
destined to falter now that the NCP has split.
After all, Sharad Pawar played a major role in
trying to coalesce a disparate group.
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““A man must be big enough to admit his
mistakes, smartenough to profit from them,
andstrong enough to correct them.”

— John C. Maxwell
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Build-up for polls
WITH loss than ten months to go for the next
parliament polls, or General Elections, the
mood is set fora major battle. The Opposition
was taken unawares by the strategy of the
ruling BJP to come up with a Uniform Civil
Code for the nation. The Opposition parties 5
that met in Patna and set the ball rolling for
a united fight in the 2024 polls, would be
meeting in Bengaluru on July 17 and 18 to
take their campaign against the BJP forward.
In between, there was shock as the NCP of |
Sharad Pawar split at its base in Maharashtra {2
with a majority of the party’s MLAs siding
with his nephew Ajit Pawar to also effec-
tively bolster the BJP chances there. Pawar’s |
bravado might not work this time as age is
not on his side and his daughter —anointed
the second-in-command in the party —does |
not have the same hold as father Pawar has

in politics.

Pawar having emerged as the adviser-
in-chief for the new opposition alliance at
the Patna meet, the hit below the belt in
Maharashtra he received at this crucial hour
might work to his as also the national op-
position’s disadvantage. Alongside, a Union
Minister has claimed that what happened in
Maharashtra could now happen in Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, meaning a further break-up
in the opposition ranks. This and PM Modi
throwing his hat in the form of Uniform
Civil Code have confused the Opposition
vis-a-vis cobbling a common front against
Modi and the BJP. The Congress party itself
has stopped short of strongly opposing the
UCC proposal for fear it would be playing
into the hands of Modi. The Congress can ill
afford to antagonize the north-Indian Hindu
belt, which in terms of numbers decides who
should rule the country. Predictably, again,
the Left has come out in full support of the
Muslims in opposing the central move. In
other words, the July 17-18 meeting will be
keenly watched as to how the Opposition
unity would survive such odds.

Several states arc already in election mode
and the build-up for 2024 has begun in right
earnest. The EC issued its notification for
the 2019 LS polls in March hence the next
notification can be expected in about nine
months from now. The assembly polls in a
few states by the end of this month could
well be a drcss-rehearsal for the LS polls. If
the Congress retains Rajasthan and wins MP.
the game will change in surprising ways at
the national level. The morale booster that
the Congress might thus get will be more
than what the ambitious regional satraps

can chew.
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Man(iiour Conflict: Echoes of History
Perils of False Narratives

“Suffering is the positive element in this
world, indeed it is the only link between
this world and the positive. ”
—Franz Kafka
The Shillong Times
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Mukroh a forgotten saga
IT is a common feature of Meghalaya that
every killing incident in the borders with As-
sam where people of Meghalaya are invari-
ably killed have been forgotten. Those killed
are poor villagers and the relatives they leave
behind do not have the voice or the political
clout to raise a political storm. Mukroh was
never in the agenda of political parties and
it never feaiured in the last election. Today
even the Shillong-based pressure groups that Wi
had raised a minor storm in November 22 last
year have moved on to other agenda. The onIy
group that raised their voices were the Hyn-
niewtrcp National Youth Awakening (HNYM)
who took a different route and started arming
the villagers as a defence mechanism. This
is at best symbolic because bows and arrows
are weapons of the past. But some group or
the other always appears to take up issues but
abandon them halfway when some other more
politically populist issue comes up.
Meghalaya’s problem is that it does not
have a thriving civil society. Its people depend
on pressure groups to take up their issues. On

their own they are unable to take up any issue ﬂo%
including those that affect them directly. This is P&

a problem that haunts Meghalaya. There is no
group that can withstand political pressure and
will not succumb to it. Not that Mukroh is the
only border issue that besets Meghalaya. There Wi
are issues inevery borderarea with Assam. The
ongoing border talks between the chief minis-
ters of Assam and Meghalaya had become an
election issue in 2022-23 but are now almost
forgotten with intermittent statements from one
or the other political party. But none of them
have pursued any issue with the consistency
that is needed.

Those families in Mukroh that had lost their
family members to the gunshots fired by Assam 0
Police also happen to be among the poorest.
They were given some preliminary assistance
from governments o fAssam and Meghalaya but
when abreadwinner dies the tragedy is feltover 1§
a long time. Governments have washed their
hands by a one-time payment. No one really
cares about the welfare of the children of the
deceased and whether those kids will be able
to continue with their studies or have dropped !
out of school. Meghalaya is in that sense not a
welfare state. It is an uncaring state that does
not care for its citizens. There is a clear divi-
sion between the affluent few and the growing
army of the poor. Governments run on auto-
pilot without a heart for the poor. Was this why
Meghalaya was born!
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“‘Whenever nature leaves a hole in a person s
mind, she generally plasters it over with
a thick coat o fself-conceit.”
— Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The Shillong Times
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Urinating on a Tribal

WE never tireofboasting about India's ancient
“aarsha bharat sanskaar" and more prominently
the Hindutva brigade under the RSS umbrella.
Juxtapose this with the “urination” incident in
Madhya Pradesh, where a ‘representative’ of
the local BJP VILA peed on a hapless tribal la-
bourer. The heinous nature of such an act cannot
simply be covered up by an outreach by chief
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who invited
the labourerto his official residence, draped him
ina shawl and washed his feet in a "show” of
penance. The urination atrocity isdemonstrative
ofthe larger society’s ugly underbelly; a kind of
barbarity that is widely prevalent across states
and worse, in the Hindi bell. Hapless humans
are treated worse than cattle.

Chouhan hts been running Madhya Pradesh
repeatedly forseveral years. The state is notori-
ous for its feudalistic culture mixed with acts of
lawlessness and dacoity. The media there has
been in a captive form, its personnel enﬁ'oying
the patronage of the establishment and having
no commitment to the society. The social media
that exposed the despicable urination act on the
tribal man could, however, not be “purchased”
with government largesse as it is composed of
a large army of ordinary individuals or activ-
ists across the spectrum. In normal course,
this would have been dismissed as just another
intemperate or condemnable act and the matter
put to rest. But. the chief minister crawled on
his knees this time to wash the feet of the poor
labourer for the obvious reason that Madhya
Pradesh is at the doorsteps of the assembly
elections and votes of the SC-ST communities
are important for him and his parly to win it and
retain power. After performing this "escape act”
and self-publicizing the visuals of him hosting
the labourer at his official residence, Chouhan
could be trusted to give a decent burial to the
whole matter.

The case filed against the perpetrator, or the
police demolishing a portion of his house on
the contention it w-as illegally built, were all
for public consumption. The BJP ‘representa-
tive’might face no serious repercussions for his
notorious act as has been the trend with most
cases of atrocities against those in the lower
rungs of the society. The RSS that lords over
the nation’s ruling party is well within its rights
to concentrate on campaigns like Ghar Vapsi or
on several mundane topics unmindful ofwhat's
happening right under its nose. But. the question
is who will clean up the Augean stables. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s two terms in office
were marked by a disinterest in changing India
for the better in most respects.
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There arc many who ask
what docs India’ stand to
garn from headrng the G20

esrdency7 Well, for one
the members of 'the G
have in this period travelled

th and breadth of
lndra and know thrscoumry
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in the past. Itis rue that not
all the delegates visited the
same states but nevertheless
more people in the world to-
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team of the European Union
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Wwe did not use plastrc carry
bagsand had very fewplastic
uténsils. Wedid not have the
concept of bottled drinking
water. Now plastrc water
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quantum of garbage gener-
ated by all of Shil ong ona
srng/ledayw jch is d ump
arten a landfill_that
is long past ts date, That
we have not been able to
get land for an alternative
andfill at Shillong, Jowai,
dg poh and other disrict
hea quar ers is our Achilles
I And why? Because
Iand ostensibly belongs to
the pe &le Inso man)yyears
governments have nat both
ered to think creatively and
tell each_ Dorbar Shnong to
manage its own garbage as
15 being done i rn other cities.
Y snould there be only
one landfill for a populatron
of approximately 5 lakh
peo) Ieglsusg(xtr could be
moerf ne takes the floating

the astwegenerated
garbage rom the' kitchen
which” we buried in holes
dug In our backyards, Th
organic waste turned t oma
nure. Webum: the restof the
garbage whichwas essential-
paloer It isunfortunate that
aces heyond Shil ng
such as Smit, Nong reman
across the state; in villages
beyond the municipalities,
peopledr holes and bury
plastic garbage_inside. The
consequences >fsuch actions
are far reaching because the
soil dies whesr it is choked
and can no longer breathe.
But for most péople today
the natural dumprng ground
for th err(gar age arc the
rivers and streams flow-
|ng hrouglh Shillong crty
Even in virlages, rivers have
become the miural destin-
tion for dunning garbage
The most horrific onslaught
on the rivers Is that men-
strual padssa)rtat napkins
used by women and Huggies
(baby naptplres ) with excreta
arc also thrown in rivers,
This has been documented
by those doing a garbage
atdit while cleaning rivers.
Hence if there is one thrng
that Me hala a can get ou
ofthe residency is to
doa Iong -term consultation
with countricsthat have man-
aged to solve their garbage
problems
Let me now come to the
%rst of Day One of the 2-day
20 conférence held at the
ourtgard by Marriot on July
amir Srran. Presidenit
Observer Research Founda-
tion (ORF) which is the team
coordinating the entire G20
Programme set the theme
or the day. by ravrng about
Meghalaya's tills and dales
rivers and waicrfalls and of

dia followers |soverwheh
their

ilsaht migeetey moie b

tneidres(s oFtﬁe productsv

they yse an|
raln Ithe VISt fhl(hrs |s[but
a healthy way of supparfi
o et LA B )
o errse 'in |he dfu ure We
edgment In
varrous asand the audi-
ence |s oi lk]jl.lSIIha
When talkin aboutspam
accounts, or fa accounts,
notonly rewell-known per-
sonal ities like Lana Del eyr
Tom Cruise, or John Ceni

gwty of havrng guplethora

clebrate itsiclan like Jes-
7 goh awerll nown

?ATN 011 fl"lsaf\éVe% COU ntereg

pé‘ﬁ Se%cpcﬁoulnerssgrr |nd|v|dbtl/
alswith'ill intentions, armrng

forla completﬁ(y diff ehren
gomeones reH atrg [
even spam nndom digita
friends and family, Not only
arc they targeted but the
common rani; and file too
are victims o many online
crimes or fra>s. an(y ahc
counts arc creaed in f

gamesofrnlnoce tvicti stg
uge t,terr ove ndcose
Qnes. Impersonating peo

s one of the main”reasons
ackers or scammers scam
people. Henc, the need for

course the ubiquitous clouds.
But he also said that a col-
eague of his who Is from
Merghala a had oldhrrntha
if there is ever any need to
look for any solution il pre-
sume environ mental'climatc
solutlonszI 0 any problem
then M alaga is the place
to turn t0. Really? And how
docsMeghala ya quality- tobe
that solution offering space?
Of course Mr Saran had to
be Kind lo the host state but
it's a little over the top to
Ul ggtest that Meghalaya lias
utions to the problems of
the country. We are groprng
for answers on how fo man-
age our garbage; to revive
our drying springs and to
regenerate our highly pol-

dly e G20 team will
not be taken to East Jaintia
Hills to witness the devas-
tating effects of coal min-
ing and the_poisoning of at
least two rivers the "Lunar
and Luklia rivers there, Or
a visit to Sheila to see how
limestone is mined in the
most unsustainable way.
That is the disadvantage 0f
being pan ofa government
entourage oucannot get
to sec thie problem! Youwill

only be given a taste of the
carefully curated sights and

soun
fth e many speeches
in t he course of the day.

felt that Chicf Secretary
Wahlang was the most
grounded and a locally rel-
evant example_of climate
change. He said 35 years
ago o one knew what'a re-
frigerator wasin Meghalaya.
Now that has become ‘an
mdrspensable part of every
home to keep food fres|
because tem eratures are
rising. Not only that. Now
offices have fans and fancy
air conditioners too. Wah
ang also rarsed an important
oint. He said places in the
eghalayan slopes that used
to produce oranges aplenty
now have to buy oranges.
N many. occasions when
one has Visited those orange
rowing reg]ronsone noticed
at the earth around the trees
was dry and denuded. When
I asked the farmers if they
ever added manure or any
kind of organic fertiliser to
the treesa erthe fruits were
harvested, they replied |nthe
negative. |t outcaring for
the fruit trees how do fariners
expect to reap a continued
harvest? But isn’t this what
the Horticulture Department
s for?Also, the oranf;e trees
have sincc several years

users to ge t their accounts
verified ig the only \ﬁ y out
becausc it protects thelr ac-
gounts fl&e[ln the risk of get-

[a evEral in-
sancesan cases that have
evolved in the drlgrtﬁ vrorld

have rurne #ves

0 rnan because of

different ways, and the list

continues, .
WS an Elondi
with their Iatforms s not
reallyama ter of debate and
Pde initely a bang or a boon
or many sers. yY ave,
maway addressed tis nev-
e debated drg)rtal problem in

ro led |tbou
tocons mel
y he perksofberng
asub
eﬂ i

scriber
stibscriber,
'Z Ave dgbluecheck

ou arc ) twrtt r blue

gost
Ionger Tweets andy vide
Reach and engage-

E Theability tocancel a
Tweet before it Is anr
A'stream of Top Ar-

I ey

rrranrnrzﬁ e e

been infcctcd by an ailment
following which the die
a nat[pral de%th Agalri, one
won [ In lan
Councr forA rrcu ura Re-
is doing on

Chrcf Mhnrstfr Conrad

a sajd solar ener
{l?e z orward becal %y
e nErrHeaves in-
e carbon footprints,
He said someone in Delhi
recently told him that the
Arctrc would mela?] y 2040,
out the

X\/hrefwsrlﬂst[elr speech IS

is defence ofcanmrnrng
ollowed Db an assurnprvg
statement that ‘lakhs ai

lakhs of peo%leC a; affected

g minin
orr cnee a rea
chec% here The anonco@l
has only hit those
with eg ockets and { he{
ﬁrc int |n|strX No ?
a3 died of starvaion after
the ban on coal mining. So
vahatls the”wg fotr ard?
we all have to prac
fise hatwefureachat?hese
eevate pla orms?
| was'impressed. by one
speaker Olga Chclianskaia

Nature %Jéell llutroﬁg“Floj

nergisini Bro Iversi
)l ag /gc tion,
skaja I Foundrng

and & Principal’ C
ant UNICITI FrancerSh?

sub

the needt osuppor cities and
regions. in climate change
adaptatron and mitigation &
w ith IEca lry ele ani splu-
tions. g eerrng utions
arc capital sinks and cannot
overrrde nature- based solu-
tions. However, citizens must
rarse herrvorces f0 deman
Bra |g cco estion an
e safer on thfe streets.

cities must dc ongest b{
creating other hul sand arks
and avoid over- eonccnt ation
in a single city centre for

Iso

pre)szeqr?t)atlorﬂ%}rt ”rhll h[a{e
/A who spoke

ar of
o% jow village women Were
grven alternatrves to fire-
wood g/ way. 0f bio- [glevrs

which i rovrded by

cows for pach hothseho
In Meg] a n-
er months,
U

i
Pro ramme\/‘vhere frrewoo
or The entire year is cut and
ored ever h)ouse 0ld.

ink ofth en mber of trees
that arc_cut for firewoo
0 we in egha aya have
an alternative fo this? It a
questlon we have to brain-
storm on angd erhags get
ideas from other states and
developing countries.. All in
all quitea'lot of learning for
one day!

others.
nd |t ouarc Meta Veri-

amon?otherthrn gs. I it nec-

B
u sr n for the ba dbe d%e7

you 10’ deci
not for thde res“)tthe worg

699 on it and |¥help ou
flourish in the spacc. there
should be o othér reasof to
stop you. Because that's what

WI raugh rlroeeysnoetrcelg(her

E wesebeha jour but arc

m%a mistal ewrerl/orwrtnou
h ir knowledge. Dont be
afraid to subscribe, DO IT
IF THE BLUE TICK CAN
SAVE YOU AND GIVE
YOU REACH! se

oursetc,,
Emidag Shylla:
Vigemall

Articles and Idlers ap-
earing on this page arc

bility to allerthe views of the witers/

authors and not that of

The Shillong Times

ously considered which i man.was
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Modi’s big claim in US on religious
freedom in India proven wrong

Left and democratic
forces have to mobilise to

defend the minorities
By R Arun Kumar

All the claims made by
Prime minister Narendr

discrimin trop
caste, creed, religion, ageor
Hrapprc location in Indra
g 1S rare interaction
wrt he media In the
were immediatel

Wllrgr%us rrﬁntont{es%enltﬁng
arotnd Kid and the OVH

=2

roven

ogrcg}/crt rotecti natoag

rators qf su

R] uite, Lh lhnngto

focu thehu J)
ecarm a

=rd

ovef
% 4hourssrnccthe
PM’s celayZ

hnajoroflndran Arm Ied
IS, men i oamosg e in

doora v ern m
éastrrct Kas ﬁ orceS
S r| Ra ?Ie e IlI they
fad also vimdahzed Jamla
Masjid. thx: [argest mos ue in
hrssul K r]nrr village,

mp g 110
relrg ous reedom Adetach-
ﬂ(ent of% ceular. rnstltutrorrI

acting In suct
a partisanm

nner, vrolatrng
the Constitution, speaks vol
mes about

he corrosion of
tate I strtu ions under the
current ruhng]drsrpensa ion.

Pr(e;srden tObama’s crrtrcrgm
putt

hf governments
Derence, Boith Wes
hr F hrlvl mbai_on t[ﬁe

ostensrble reason that he

d wascarry |n% beef, This is the

sceond syct
ll i lh Eameaea

horts an 0f Nas
n lr these Inci ents |1
wasP asmandaMusIrmswho

SRR
a2 oA

ncﬁ out on heeveofErd n

e} yae’al% R

anrma bones toét nearby
factory waslynche todea

onesarcrneant fobe

used. in the manufacture o
medrcmesrnafacto , Whil

aslbeeE runnrng tre for

In Uttar hand after the

ar etrng of Muslim shop-

e ers’i Puroa forci g
se their shop

Parrs agdd]rrecteggg shms

[ na-
il
e e
fe ]

Barl ottowns into the forest,
to offef eir prayers on the
estival day.

n Murdra, Guéarat on
the da of Eid. the princi-
Eal of C(rv te school was
uspended after a video of
SIH ents wearing skul caps
while staging a IaPron Eid-
al-Adha was wid g dshared
OH social media. The disfrict
education ofticer forced the
school adrnrnrstratron to act

ainst the princ
ag s act. lre ?s rrctw
a EucatronO |cersa|d

example to show

ﬁ ﬁ)us hatred has per-
dted into heI society.
Importantly it also_shows
how. go ernmﬁnt off|c|ala
ogrca y corrupte

in BJPrude saes b
readint ious ha-
treds p|s nowgnopl (rl er con-
fined to the fringes. When
g ople like Hi anga Biswas
|na the chie mrnrste
Assam say(lthey would

0
sprioritise taking care* of

“Spreading religious hatred is
nowno longer confined to thefringes.
Whenpeople like Himanta Biswas Sharma,
th? chiefminister o fAssam say they
would ‘prioritise taking care "o fthe
'many Hussain Obamas in India
the distinction between fringe ‘and ‘centre’
ceases to exist. He makes it amply clear that
Muslims are no more considered equals, but
are only second-class citizens.”

of the Pasmandas' inter-
T s. The yictims arc arl%
abourers ferryjng meat
vegetables ﬁnd conjc tom
a oortI |ck grobun They
were aftac| eI ry

roul
of 10155 ?};l e el
Mr [hg aansﬂe‘I!V agil?l&a

0 rrartrnpneanyr
var's 1deolo
gpovernmen mac |ne and

S“rlﬁlﬁlllhll'p%‘?c”é B B

r’rl@llllﬁ%’rll"llfrlﬁ‘
UdE i< E/nr?gl:adnavrs
2l§‘ll“e%“ ll”'lllol
ened. Tlk rtesutt 'ﬁ Tom
rh 78 it §rall‘“
ated to murders ~ a first in
Maharasht”a
he’s%“l%n odeh
a ker of the Maharashtrg
egislative assemby [
[rective to the olice

25 10 Ul orrty
o do) a&ing them not fo

ghlﬁ’c

hind ‘gautakshaks'an usrng
even onst’tutronal gosr 1on
toensuret elr protection,

I I hcn with wlhgc
sych Iynchings arc taki
llace 2o ecounelr i
worrisome. Few days after
the incident in Maharashra,
there wasanother attack car-
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the 'many Hussain Obamas
lndra the distinction be-
tween 'fring e "and ‘centre’
ceas exr rpakes it
ampyceart at usrmsarc
go more considered gqu
ut are only second-Class

s g
Ee cePeEraﬁ%% o Fada

Whet er |t|sH|n ulestrvas
or Muslim festrvals the

atfacks c?rned out ” 8

tva orceiarcrnt nde
toﬁehverachrl ing rgess]age
got no rights and t oys%rvrve

0u haveto act according 10
ur dictates. Nothing is go-

ing
b
polarise the soclety and reap
g l|t|cal |vr endg

actrvrtres ga her more ace
Using State power, they arc
spﬁeadrn%therr |deo|org|cal

tlonsofburea cracy and
o??rcras ﬂ ¥
liant to. therr cause The
rime minister's utterances
ondemocracy and tolcrance
to cater to the rnternﬁtrﬁna
audience, cannot mask these

att? cks on inorities. Thg
crence of democracy ani
seculansirt gHrres that ev-
attack on emrnontres
must eo ose nd resist-
ed. The L ernocratrc
lorces must mcess ntl
Iarm aron

0r 3 goﬁ

a ainst the violent cruelties
the cstrc indutva

orces erxrce
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Time to rework economics of filmmaking

By Vinod Mirani

ookin at ihc frrsthalfofl ar. Janua
i ngdzotza a8 e e i {hye
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Covrd 19 Iogkg ef#ec h IIl %}g i don’t
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ook e fhe ri r“§ué|§n¥§ it n’SFTu"reSX@mhnﬁs

uman sog motron% -
omethrn closcr to, their heart,
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norrr}al fin and entert mmeirt in their films.

0 course Ramayana Is closest to most people
but not the way It Was prese? ted in Ar‘ijrpurush
Just don't take your audience for granted. People
%rc lu ref by their favourite stars initially, then
y the film ‘and its.conten
So. it may be wise not to make your hero fly.
kick 10 people in one %o Hollywood films are

r(i)orlr’ nharrd lm ¢ d i outh rndralnhfrlm i
n e Sou nran ilms make sure the TNt |
tly eIS}amrsf emotions andngrvel Hero 8 Caue 3*”%% i
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Was re erre ﬁs a film with” universal we abel ed as acllon heroes smch as Dharl rgendra tr aong wit spect cular visuals and specia polye o 1ts.
rrk ata ppeals t? masﬁes as 3 Vinod Kha nna and Salman an) ha\f ai a bet effg hcs; lmsare Tanu Weds a Drishyam
,asge% ront enchers1 | as fl fntr¥ and ter record wrt ove stories or family films and 0 Wc had the first prorect Thugv Omedustan and Drrsh7y Av’ Dil H ushkil. Hindi
I ef as we as the other assorted linguistic ntﬁc on g201 ) followed bv |ram Vedha. Medjum, Tojlet E re Kat Badrréath Ki
try. T hase when the so-cjlled coroo %or avans | Sam at Prrthvrra anharr Dul mnrvar Sanﬂur MS Dhoni: The Unto Stor%rr
19503 605 and 70s had numerous hits ev- rate hou es cam and turned th l e multi-lakh film T nsu Warrior Bajirao alal k Gol , Chh %hh%re, Badhaar Ho, Pad(ma ,
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n%a[jdeltfor alspnec‘lNcIau le?ce th]/lorleI Iharlr Iwe fngn t|Jr|rlirrwdua(|1 fllfmrmtahkerr% \A{Ials ?vxer ”'Qf vrvere[norlv | srlthwtrhed oul} tvlhel lg er the budgnelt II ¢ wenmg cmalcEl mda s:nﬁll |e%ovcohld(moGdatlon was
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| S post Zanjeer a nd Deewaar, both wor(ked a]d many did not. TEecconomos offJ s Pls Ppa The R . RRR"and KGF ‘grossed in conﬁemp ralr touch, These. ér{“ns Frc accgptable
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action an nally demolished. make an olonL Hr EKEH the romantic herq ﬁs he a]y Y?luh multi crore Hrgsser and class, The advtan %e( v¥|th these kmdﬁ films is
The to? bi m sfars dd o indulge in do- was branded. Shah Rukh Khan, came up with his |nvesth|g But with high budgets stic projecs that it limits the risk factor, and quickly recov-
%nsuch ilms. Their films saved cror] for the personal versron of Ek Tha Tiger with Pathaan’. alio entail rug risk. You makea big film for ers the mvestmem What IS more lt nee
ax, where the hero dealt with t e villain. B The Pro lem was the Baah all effect on the a eof|t. T gso Hmddustan orBr hﬂrastrg but viewed on the b lgr sche? evv casm %
the time the action scene would take Iace Hindi |I|m ﬁker? i%c on foﬁ them wa%ted a if the viewer does not jdentify with the subject, to watch op an OTT H( here they can e
viewer would ave started detesting { e vrIIam BaahuhaliAike b uster of his own. Though adrsaster is guarant ee ehjoyed wrth famrly and Kids.
% Bnuch tha ould bec eermg the rhero as  dyhbed from Telugu films, tge franchise shattered makes one hink. Why_arc frln}]s such It e o back Eo your roots thofrlms
eat up the ba %ugr To a osher for a box-offi Iﬁ records, Thé idea vvlas ] makevrsu E a Hatke Zara Eachke or Tu Jh ain Ilke Dlwae Dulhania l.e’Jayenge, Kuch Kuch
every big'actoy to do actio and films, preferably wit Ma aar are scoring big at the box office? Ifone Hofa Hai, Jab We Met, Dum’ Laga Ke Haisha.

njeer and Deewaar paved the way for all ¥here‘

however, came the catch: prhe film had

takes films from the time Baahuhali released in
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Now raI of fragrances-

it R e
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Threads a shrewd move but i1s Meta credible?

Bv Wasim Ahmed & Mariann Hardcv
ark Zuckcrhcrgss new social media

platforir, Threads, has been released n
smartph:>nc aEp stores (although not in
lheEU ,Zuc erenp worsc eec
parent co pany efa, sa¥s
30 million users srgned ug in‘the ap p ag
According to some Speculative reporting. Threads
mlght be a reliable alternative to

Srhcc the ac’\ﬂusmon of Twit-
ctoger

2022 Twr{ter ha(s develo
(p utation for making hasty deci-
ns regar |ng1 userdata, safely
and the reliable functioning of
the site. These have included the

& naaarobrir reF ging the tradi-

eri |cat|on
around relaxed moderation poli-

cies and the removal pf fﬁe
access fo Twitter’s APl 't

pro ram mtgrface that alJowed
nirg- velopers and aca
dernrcs to |nterac ith the plat-
I There has also been sgecu
ation Iha Twrterstrouhle may

puH ol Shotmle 1(dshrewd to Iaunﬁh

a Twrt er alternative amid

current turbulence. However
early numbers from Me a suogesl
the llkellhood o[) orlro erm
and wide-scale public iMterest in
Threads is hotguarantee How-
ever. It is important to note that
Meta hgs as bs(antral user base
and. robust staff infrastructure

on |ts srde
\{ adopted. Threads
could oten ially challen eTwrt
ter's dominant position and. si
nificantly |mpact |ts operatrons
According to the P Rfes arc
Center, e Ir|n1ao wit
e

éer r”eii from the p?aIQorrn t|anketﬂe

Soycra[ media platforms have global reach,
but the way they are stryctured and how own-
ers make cornmercral decisions js still based on

grabbrh% terrltorx is may. for example, be
Seen In the way Nat users with particular views
or interests arc targeted d rom

for a vertrsrng

[
Qe etoe < Mo a6 pedctne®

passrng ﬁ ase hut
are instead central features of the way that social
media works.

‘Star -

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forocast’

Moonseni satil onyor solar retun

restits Your posfoonar insocietywillise. T

inyou har Youwil ey Yar
you

Ssuppartyouatot Yourfiuncial positionuill bestrong Youvil heveloving

retivithyou fepie: Youwilbe g e foresig g

food shoppingar Youwil nafea

elarced bt foryourhousehpiderperses Sits ctsuccessin
e

This week for you’

Arios : (March 21 - April 20) tisgoirgtobeavendartvodkdoryau
wil x busy in sodalbusiness adtivities. You wil rae
nurwwmmuersoywwnrssrm rosperas.

The have fromyouwil ot
5] e e atary o e
afamullrorezse Youw Feveprofs inyour e

A mmwrrmemmmnmmam

MASS MlGRATION
A mass mrgralron has already rg g
users are leaving Twitter for decehl alrsed an

commynity-run Sysiems, like

T M g l&&l" %5 users srgned up
ut Iﬁpfto use that platform Mast don

@dshted” system meanrn% that each computer
server is run by a different dmrnrslralor Unlike
Twitter, Mastodon users are not subject to the

whims of a chief executive
Meta, meanwhile, hehefrts from an established
use [prpelrn%forad revenue as well as the poten-
0 'synchronise cross- platorm dafa sharing
and the su sequent opportunities for third-party
commercial gain
The phenomenon of user lock-in_is a primary
factor drrvrn spread adoption of these
Bl Lo k |h is. herf businesses make jt
|ff|cuéto swrtch} ]rrva patforms Facc 00k is
the predominant platform for community groups

H ’
Gazing
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other persons. Meeting with some person will be bereficial.
Youwil also heve anew mearing e you life There will be

animproiare inyou el Yar st pesrity il
acbers Youreffidencyw
suprisetoyaLt 0
Libra (Seplembar 23 =Octobor 23) Yauvilatageztuesk A
heipwhenyou resditirost. Heshe

will pwetolragsl&aamahggudng Irihﬂ'oecn

TkEwaI understardthefeeling of each other. Youwill Iaea

futreofyou chilren andalsopian ot ttog* wel. Youwil
nﬂebﬁc&eofyunala’lsa’dsamlc}ldrrmew
Quvil
tine toyour fanily.
Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) Yourrdatiershipwithyour
‘seniorswil begood andtheywil giveyou to of support The

adriceofa frieiWel wisher w* mekethingseesier foryou
1side. Youwil becreal

n y  adwildoyouworkwid esse Youwill aseeamel. Your
youw:kwug T enemiesar be ureble to prevail over you
better understarding. Youwil keepadistance fromdlever pecple, Youwill be busy
in pqnalmfwm Your firercial situetion will be
Taurus: (April 21 =May 21 )Youwill bekept setisfectory. Certai you ocoupied
o yourjoby A msrsmen%ne‘muﬁ il e et you fonis v Vw@mmuamal{?lg
il keepgetting bette. Youwil performel inyoujob. Even andwil let other persons knowyou viewpeinl. Youwil be
il viens innogrest! wort
( onothers Youw| have attraction tar the opposite sex and

will mix tresly w*h them You tire wil be spert peecefilly  Sagittarius: 23- December 21
with you farily merbers, Your sibtngs and chilcren wil inyoujob. Sorepasitive developentsvif Mg abaut abig
* * gve toyou You relationshipwich your life pertrer m—gemmpsmnyvu:mgnwu asoudegpa
will grow oener. Youw« also: ©/ES onyour targets positiederge Youwil hevenonomestryoimarkbusiness,
and goali. Youwill alsowork herd toincreeseyour incame: i ions inyour personel
Wil gt relations You wil cbtain ot ofwealh and hippiness. Itisa

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)Youwill Fevermoretary gains: Youvill te

brilimt tine to meet your friends and other pecple. You wil
et talent Youwill yuuv\mhm

ingynir
Sour fercvrkeend cericaton i infct brirg stcess for

you Intejcbyouvl becocperatne vl e e part
ofyour!
tcro

"Vomj
IML

i mNmennuegmpmgssm
everyou wil goyouvill cary on
your

andyouwe

FevetoworkrartobesucoessiuY oL cestiywl Facryou
atot Lowehirdswil haeageettine

Capricorn : (December 22 =January 20)tisgoingtobeafantastic
vieek erciswil ety enbycherce:

ymgmummwnmkm

yor
mete andivill §aeycufed|rl_§fcr hin,tar. Youwill reiTein
ingood spiitsandinaeppy mood
Cancer (June 22 - July 22)|t|sgurglobea1mrgv\ed<la
wilvorkwtthmuchtactandwisdom Asaresut youvil
iy

enore ¥
ionfromyour vork Loveaffarsw* besucoessful. Youreed
1Ot year i FoAre el ety e

your great days: Youwill getachenceof gong lo eetings
Agpodreiena liftyousfirtis Youwe et

favorableresuts.
‘w7 lot ol mental peace. Your 'S MEITiage oF engegement
mgammnaersarsmeptmmlydmmraua

partrer
Fonewer, youresdio ey attertontoyour Hezth

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)The wekvill bring intotof
heppinessandbbsstor youwil beandoudnineas

Youcanrotaffordtonegiect #eermtions ofyour Ve pertrer your U
ashefthtisvery inportant toryou Youwil Yoo Youwilr
youwainpand gets IR. fummmmaemmn\evmemym lad planned wit
Leo : (July 23 - August 23)Time isgreat. Youwil get grteonpleted suocess
colleagyes, assooiatesandevenfriends Youwilget u.uwnahr.u i
ofyourvork Youw*have no: place youwill enjoyafeest atsameane
¥ VunaratanvokvwlaHogapsumdPrysalyad 'I'hetmewl mspstmaﬁmy\(wwllraﬁwmpm
enotinityyouw fedlalatofchenge inyourself. Youwil em Youwil befull of self conficence.
alotofroneyvith adthe effortsthet you pLt. Youwil recene:
Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) Youuill beable a firishal your

t@&gbavxﬁma’dmuﬁe relatiorship Youwfl aso

ackioe Yauwilpatogocnatipuithyour el

inquick tine. You will leavenoonewating Heppiness:
frcl Bl will fid your life New opportunist will caTe to
1 Ihaveset

you
atyour wark: A property chspute wifi get rescited Youwil
il Suooess!

virgo: (August 2.

tourstilledvokswBget
it havelct more confidence inyour
same cedisiars thet you hed teken egier, Your respect in
sodety Vfl increase. You wil also respect the feelings of

leted As aresuit,
llife~. Vwm«dg

Up

teycusrnsarearn‘parnmu‘mAmrgvrMm
wifl bring in lots of ies tor
hulyouw TR SV Ty mld&

Vievery best. A person ey developafakingfaryou You:
g)cnampmalxuml pheevithyour faly. Vmwllka/e
somemonetary benefit*

which he_consulting firm harvested data from

and the largest onlme marketplace for exchanging
mrllrons of Facchook users without their consent
h t0 |gbt the pro Iems with aoommercra
ased

goods and services
hlnstagrahmt (ownﬁd byd Meta) E]s p%pular for t
s aring ‘photographs ard mcmc-bascd, con is ves in ain, de-
e glll} am ngpusers who arcoldsrthan LFn( qgrees o lstrustun rscore efa r% kg ffder
ain user base. Threads will instantl |nE along with allegations of the amg | |ca ion of
lake |nforrna1|on from an Instagram_account, fake news and concernsaboutsprea ing Russian
like followers and contacts, and Use it to make o a anda and political bias via shared content
a user profile. the last US presrdentral election.
o to researchers at
Northweste nrversrtY trust
in Twrtter drpped sllg y
Musk took over. Ver, a new
socral networkrhg pro osition
from Meta will not. by itself,
cnhance t{ust n Mea ap] Ilars
is crucial for increasing Threa

unigue
ocia rn dra users may desire
a Twitter-like platform™ that's
free from |rratdonal and errallc
behaviour. Today. Twitt

complex environment to navr-
ate. where verified accounts
re given referentral treatment,
For“example, tl 8 gé ehded
cha%a? cr Irmrts and additiona

Twrtter s future may be lim-

? as as ecl llsed
E'ulllll’mrl'lryéumm. I i» |ke

which
have gained popularrt "among
people with extreme ideologies:
here have been instances of

racrsm miso arrnsernrnc

rhet r|c an ggylf_srve speech

war s Q+ ¢ mmunrty
e

Recent in-depth investiga-

§ D i

tion the Forbes and
tp%Was |hgtoh Post have argued
hat
fec

t the s%rstem for reportin
? speech on Twitter Is inef-
ive,
The key to commercial viahil-
| ity is convrncrn% advertisers that
there s a robust market offermg
for Meta  one that Is more sta
and dependable lhan Twrtlers Meta must reas-
sure ysers that their data is secure in Threads and
that the new platform creates a safe environment
within which to sustain another social media
profile. (The Conversatlon

|Wasim Ahmed is Senior l.ccturer in Dlg -
tal Busrness Unrversrty of Stirling. Mariain
Harder is Professor Digital Culture Business

One way to beefug the userﬂumhers coﬂld be
to replicate user 1DS across all Meta products,
nol just Instagram. Then, users with exrstrntlr Fa-
cchook. Messenger or WhatsAPR profiles will au-
fomatically havé access to a Threads account.

TRUST
Yet the primar roadblock for Threads is
that Meta lacks srg

nat M nificant credibility in many and C ompglrggd\a . lelah Frenesegg\crﬁrs(r:tgmfsuarlhness
P %Pr 8 rr\‘lErrdge Analytica scandal of 2018 (in ?)ur am nlversat(l puting

Burnout &work-related stress?
Here's how to deal with them
- H

ustle culture refers lo Foster a sup&)ortlvr work A t conduce
acompemrve ehvrron environment: Research pub- trona trtuteso eath
lished in the Journal of A

that emplo ees who practc
indfulnes experrenced a 28
re uction in stress levels.

ment w (p ees
feel rpressure to work
ous Nours and

achieve r

25T

suggests thgt

hned Psycholo
eg i gy erceive their

mipdoyees wh

quickly. Thlstypeofatmosphere work envrronmeh as supportive

can lead to high levels ofstress ave low%r level ofburhou and UHI|IZE assistance programs:
and emplogee urnout, Employ lg er Job satisfaction. Employee assrstanceﬂprograms
%es madv ereluctanttI ake gt condpcted h%GaIIuri Provrd resourcef ort
reaks dr vacations, resulting in foun t employees who feel Toremployees dealing wi urn
workdays that arc extremely and ortedb err managers arc out and work-related stress.

unremittingly lo Iess likely to experience  The Inter a*onal Einsplosy

Working excesswely lon Assrstance Professiona
hours can cause physical an clat |on reported that EAPs have
menr al exhaustion, ‘making H Prioritize Workload and been shown to red&rce absentee-
difficult to stay Froductrve and time management: A survey [sm, increase productivity, and
complete tasks to the be conducted by the American Psy- improve employee well-being.
one’s ability. Furthermore, the chologlcal /-\SS(iCIatIOﬂ fOl}ﬂF
pressure to” succeed in suc that 49% of employees who felt Promote work-life balance:
pe |fl|ve enviropnment can they had too much'work experi- A survey conducted by the
ead to Ee“ﬂFS of made%uacny enced higher stre?s levels. Soclety for Human Resource
eadrn rther stre d  Research published in the Management revealﬁd that 89%
Journal of Occupatioral and of employees considered work-
toda 's fast-paced and Enviro mentfafl Medlcrne |hd| Irfeb lance an important factor
emahdrn wor enviropnment, cated that e 8tr\re workload [dérclng burnout and work-
urno ta woi |c|atc strcss management and time prioriti- alcd stréss.
c e preval zatron reduced hurnou among
Ho wever, there are efectrve employees by 4 1% Reoularly assess and adjust
work It's important to

strategies supgorted by research
Ihat drvrdu Is can “utilize to regularly assess workload and

%hvye and reduce burpout
and work-related stress. Let's

Take regular hreakg -
%ord';rng to"a stud %f 0 tcd| make necessary ad ustrnents to

the “Universit nois al prevent. burno ugdes

explore thes fstra eg %s alorhg rhana-Cham aréln brief mental “gatrn slés redrstrrbutrhg

h data and fiqure hi breaks durin work can cnhancc refponsr |l|t|§s and seeking

light their effectiveness. focus and reduce stress. when needed

The Society for Human Re- esearch published in the

Set clear houndarr% source Management reported our al of App |ed Psyc Ol(h%\é
cor qu to a studé I|shed Ihat employees who fook regular oun t at e oyees who
ourna of ccupa tional ks experrenced increased control over théir work

Hea th Psyc olérgy, employees plOgUCtIVI by 33% had lower Ievels of ournout and
ho set boundaries, between hrglheréolé Eglt'fn“

work and personal life experi-  Seek social support: i\ study |mprlemennng
enge levels of burnout Buhllsh ed |p the Lourhal of Btrate%res manag'e and reducé
an hrgherjobsatrsfacton ccupational Health Psychol- burnotit and work-related stress
Research condpc hx gy found that employees who s crucial in today's demand-
America Psycﬂooﬁprcal ss recelved so]clal sugp?rt from |ng work environnient Settrng
cfation found of colleagues had lower levels of clgar boundaries, practicing
ployeeswho set clear houndarres urnoul and higher job satis- self-care, fosterrh? asugportrve
eported better well- herh? com- work environment, pri trzrh?
pared to those who didn The Mental Health Foundation workload and time managemen

reported hat avrngasupport taklng regular breaks; seek-
e network abtwor can reduce Ing § ort, practicin

Practice self-care: et PD P
stress levels mrndfulness utilizing employe

A stud
ublished in"the Journal ofogl

Y
onal and anrronmental assistance programs, pro
gr?rcme revealed that engag-  Practice mindfulness: A wor Elfceh l r?ce an rePullarrlg
|ng in self- care actlvmes iuc meta- ahaly&l uhlrsheﬁl in H assessrno Wor loa arc all effec-
s-exercise, reduced the rrs Journal o ittrona Health trve ﬁpp oaches. yrhcorporat-
urnout&monlgek lnll sycholoy X revea ed that min &t strategics, |hd \Hduals
A Ihet'Anti'rican In- funess iterventions were ef- Inhjinrr* e T w cinj*,
s titute ofStress 8% of workers fective jn reducrh? burnout an |ncrease job satisfaction, and
practrced rerr;ular self-care increasing overall well-being combat burnout and work-relat-
repor ed lower stress levels. among employees. ed stress. (IANSIifc)
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“Creativity is the power to connect the | Flow In Farmland
seemlnglyuncon\r}\?cﬁed . D t
i cations
The Shillong Times a u re Oves
Vol No: LW\« 2L SHILIDOINC, MONDAY. JULY 102023 I e
PM, Pawar play |hc recently concluded regenerative fanning, Megha:
WHEN the Prime Minister openly stated that %20 el R i Tameaot By HH Mobhrmen 'ayga'fu?é’“m“iehﬁéﬁ?si By Shivaji Sarkar
the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) indulged - Jor,out es%setalﬁalgleofoué t;]e Devesh W%ha og N%lgu audlei]ceanhee ohmtee |ng tra leah 2 hub
in corruption to the order of Rs 70,000 crore nate Hastakenceﬂterslagll PO bl % asalsgog i ?ca bt e “mTehese arc interesting - uriteg e Inan market
with specific reference to a scam in a Maha- a anlssﬂ 2023 }he Iandmassm its 70 m#l lnclusmn |nt e&mjcc were drels)satt Sdmeg%ﬁﬁﬁ row Im%s %utlhesehave ers. 1heyF§Eﬂows il
rashtra-based bank, the question on many |ipS g |onﬁvearsd Lﬁne&|salfote recei %tlr?snwalsoelr%%mmu Eaﬁes India’s FOI i mgreen hift elsewhere and t hekex

Govern
1 . rya overnment reasdn t 45 S0 rtant  Chief Minjster also mformed
was ..."and what did he do about it?" While ofe Mghala a, the ngvir diversi Intheov?rm htthe oveﬁnment s%oul 9 Merm T at In a ver proie%ts ha\{ﬁ ”C%“U},‘i Pﬂosure [ lnéin mef lels

reportalso

fyes ; : f earch Faurdation (ORF |f|on e r%oume the ot I n§re e tradifigna t|me
the comipticn graph in the country is growing alaya N vkt Enow% e | ?t i he(ipﬁd i ﬁ”mli"m heCHEthin: EStf?nn guﬁliéaryysl/_\endmon notes etha the inflows into
the main

ndma;
- mainly at the level of the bureaucracy and aeme? enc i ﬁesoul{em B ferean - protect these foress i 1 ister's Solar Mission. How- as sent Ve, Rowever
regional parties, what is well-known is also that Lﬂgua? g%\(lheln% ot sed 0V s place, 1 520 acceped notcotnhsest(énlelnéwmsm 13 own tﬁ%]%rel g0l s 5|gn|af|canFonwerthanwhai
i s

k=

EEis
B5=

,1:—2

v the region. it
¥ SIS A [ ualonalc?nratlc ndmons tand
PM Modi ha* soft-pedalled the issue in his two nature-based inifiatives it i present locatio) |nd|gen0us people who lg 3t times esoun 'Eq* eSS EFPI revealsa Uniaeh mz%?nqg”ggnme

re: fax author ties meeting, at OVI an|
tegovemmen 2s taken  Thi ah iso Inﬁ]uenceéte Ina ternt off t al coves
terms. Trug, there have been no serious charges yy' i the last few years. n %sdlversny the egion j orErS i SE

=

Or green energy, and a few Ihe I0glin SOfG20 meeting - which S
ents [at e would
WE& hi I?Ia Dhe I§ans Uite & scenario, - entere

HGSE T0jects U tfen%enb T aj I nim sa overn

gl]:r?r?gléﬁgol\[lllai]grg:)ntf;nusqlnognnT]elglijtgtz lé?llgée Com unyf E Lani, ! e;%ﬁtreesstggngstgll/tllsﬁV|s I%Honwazi(lcl :i\t?%sgan%?a&% men camno}{stog|Ilegalcoqh i A World Investment amsnlgm&agnsto markets
Those exposes came as the Cqmptrol[)er and E@Qe?cf%e ok Oleama Tne eofog|fa hlostoray i ofthe ol ioaversity |5d|sa poing. The i Re or\tNo gthlg Téawpsyh i OFrom?weJér!I
Auditor General (CAG) aised big questions. A e V\;hﬂhmﬁﬂfec I g ort%e goreaslcover i people comprise a-amall %vernm%n b melﬂw B BB wmﬁecﬁgéasrﬁeerenerw
i sty st Wi oot il TRl Bl i RIS, ReemhG Waded o
corruption at his ministerial and party levels at - ects which could make |i e f i (g ‘Vof shared at Te meeting was 3 PrEvIous 0 iy o OﬂeqUI T

the apex. Yet the BJP government in Karnataka 'S th facer in gren Mct%'a “e?res 5 ?ﬁ W'Puglp uﬁa U%r arc% Iha‘PEFhaPSMEQ“ala acan ?an?grﬁomiansveasrﬁnleﬂﬁ{gafﬁ M Ossgeme" t01933
scripted a different story. Allegations of huge %" U:,ﬂag%g@,qgﬁfgi'ap ”;tewsh' eo'sgaﬁ]'émalgre Tee E0-01 Tewoprol: O-frpdccit

% % de ead the country in inifiating
serve the biodiversr mten reen entrepreneurship, The
corruption riddled the reputation of the BJP  History o T |S|sa§amanﬁherstren & ECVe Eglns IFyromt grﬁllenwﬂmpams an “0”3| ectSJ;I’Fndm b reportalﬁef Indtsglﬁfmag r{olhbeﬂhexact

econd-lar est Tecipient of - rise ave an. Impact on

governments there. M ﬂ,g ﬁ r{ ortheas re: !
As for the NCP, the prime minister had. during egsgn asansmmﬂo B %”V rrosnts% (r]nallggrsmr |£{?n[3 Eno?{llo %]'gnéwe%rgﬁ%ﬁwégﬁ gh S chi T rSPe’ “;5”9[1 |nematlon% P%CF hnanﬁc Fund‘wowstolngmoﬁ many

3 |c eclo actlvme to nature-bated solutions. Il ellhood actlvmes tha &’
an election campaign in Maharashtra in 2014, ﬁd: % ltough ony 113 squre [ keios too s, L 1St ca ke 3 e good e r.  Whens et ob e
branded it as the Nationalist Corruption Party. nicn ueeplalr?décg Sesaplplg Klgjl omtde restet gl e tqoxemments ossf|ﬂ>C hgsts#osvlvaltﬁgbloeurtlslrﬁ i %upy osearleagollfangtat the US, the oilar become
i i i under the direct control 0 ails totake cognizance 0 aveminimal fo nostructure. — expensive rices @
Stories of huge cuts had spread in Delhi when Norh 25 rogi0n & il tﬁd g e stae s ass Lo ’egfe'}ﬁfhxg] Pﬂnures DXpensie) %?ow't)o s
[§

its leader Sharad Pawar was Defence Minister on the eastertt margin of t «The Forth East region is situated on %Lllflsm S I ot istan- assomate
in the Congress led Government. Pawar had tﬁd'ﬁndlaﬁ%ﬁmemﬁ desUmﬁ the eastern margin ofthe Indian 5.8 Esnm?r?]emp

I
to pack his bags and return to Maharashtra in  the Euraflan; afe Jeg fing subcontinent, where the Indian p|a[e suséamn Ifwe slrengths of

! hearance hncrela es at the c%sﬁ of the
rmlands at the green-  devel nwor er
eldasmesc‘loshort thgsear %1 e Call t?

i mﬁ%
f0CIties araﬁ e Financc Mmlstry ma

TS

In com ave many strings atiached. ot be S0 cUFsory as
Sl el oo B HH%%%eEPe"a'%ja A :%hégemﬁé&agsé%ﬁ]oﬂﬁtﬁ g el bt LS fie Tk
presides overan empire within an empire. Pawar 1 e uporcontncal b processes. - qug; %nggtsgggvglrevaqfogr;nn ﬂelado'ﬁn&uana’{hu e g hsm?mshn& bong
having installed daughter Supriya as successor, Condiiana Yo e ot mplement eacn  Noigan Ut i

e ; volcanic activity, lea to document all these |
have broken ranks and built brldges with the %he formationo Rasal iC V? [[adnmnal naHJraI [esou}gg lorets intact for milfons of h thie i] Eg mﬂnc Mins lSSu Wavers Thee i

erc
W 1 cal Ilon in 1 uonsren Tensd Ty e
i i lows known as the Rajmahal S the i front and <hared i & ol fcan 31
BJP to share the spoils of power yet again. A s, ) t|cedagncc51me|mmemgnaaﬁ {u?anlp Te ebe{soe aming 1 g Sacred R Rl N I mHa B ot e
couple ofyears ago, stories had spread about the nd §0- 6? nhém Smccalarea{to %r ¥§ e oy At Ileheta{ ft?esgtt ite gmwm esme o in loteexlent it is required.
demand from an NCP home minister -a close Xﬁafs“ 0o, e colliign e et n e Ste IS under the Ien%hleet ming pracices (BT 10 OV ne e e Wthrh nanr{ condiny [ femains RE1' conctn
Pawar aide - to the Mumbai police to collect Rs gglan plates niiatey i me ste needsw A e Sl e a,mmgm efors wil suoeeed o ol With higher auto sales, fue £ er0de
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“The cowardonly threatens when he issafe”
— Johann Wolfgang von Gogthe
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Shameful Attack on Lady Minister
TIHSis Eerhaﬁs the first lime that any minister is be-
ing attacked P ysically. The reasons for the attack are
perhaps politicall ({ motivated as the Health Minister.
Ampareen Lyngdoh has reportedli/ been threatened
by the same”pérson during her election camFalgn
t0o. This is an attack on Meghalaya's matrilincal
culture. The assumption that women are safe and
respected has long dissipated. Matriliny was under
assault when Agnes Kharshiing and Anita Sangma
were viciously attacked for following the illegal
coal mining and transportation trail. A matrilincal
society is not necessarily safe for women judging
from the numberofcases ofdomestic violence, rape
and molestations that do the rounds regularly. Also
there is a societal expectation  a sort of paradigm
that is well defined that women ought to behave ina
certain way and if they stray from that defined path
theyarc no lonucr the “donburom” or respectable a
term that immediately creates a societal rift.

The questions that many have raised is whether
Health MinisterAmpareen Lyngdoh was attacked on
Tuesday on account of her Stand on certain issues
that happened in her constituency a few days ago.
Also, Ampareen is one of the more vocal ministers
of this Government who is not averse to talking to
the media regularly while most of her colleagues
prefer to maintain’a studied silence on even' the
most pemicious issues afflicting society. |fthereare
right wing fundamentalists in the rest of India who
believe in a rigid ideology there are in this tribal
society, srmrlarrr?]ht wrntiers that believe in purity
of descent and who regularly thrive on otherrng
Indian citizens who have been bom and brougfit
up in Meghalaya; contribute to its economy and its
social enérgy and brrn? diversity to its ecosystem.
Itisonly through social interface with people of di-
verse thought processes that a saciety evolves from
its "narrow domestic walls'and lears to cmbracc a
pluralist cullurc.

It is also observed that the right-wing scction of
tribal society does not appreciate women who have
stron? views especially on ‘political' issues. Khasi
society saiqs Hhis in so many words when it terms a
woman who takes a political stance as a *hen that
crows," thereby implying that a woman can never
engage in politics. Inotherwords a woman is onIK
considered fit for ungard domestic work. AIthoug
quite a few women have transcended these bound
ies, they are till |ud%ed by yardsticks of tradition
which will not permit women to hold office in the
Dorbar Shnong. no matter how capable they are. The
dichotomy ofthe Khasi matrilincal society is that its
legislature has only 3 women legislators. Whether
these sort of atiacks on women who speak out and
ﬁeak up become the order of the day I troubling

thought fora matrilincal society.
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Sans issue, sans leader
WHILE the Opposition is planning its sccond
meeting in Bengaluru to push for unity of the
non-BJP parties, what they lack is a central
issue or a set of issues to whip up the public
mood against the BJP or the Modi government.
Granted that the PM has given them one on a
platter in the form of the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), the Opposition only sniffed around
and would not catch the bait. It faces several §
constraints. One, the BJP s mischievous inten-
tion of uniting the Hindus could work to the
Opposition'sdisadvantage; two, the Opposition 4
is not united in opposing the UCC for the same
reason that ihey cannot altogether ignore the
majority community’s sentiments; three, as large
segments of the minorities do not vote anyway
for the BJP, ihc UCC by itselfwould not make o
a difference to the existing electoral landscape
in ways as to harm the saffron party. The BJP
and Modi understand as much. Hence there is
the likelihood o fthe UCC bill being introduced
in the coming scssion(s) of parliament.

The Opposition also faces a problem of |
fielding a leader matching the wit and stature
of Prime Minister Modi. The nearest one can
think of is Rahul Gandhi, but he has been “fixed”
through the legal mechanism. The regional
satraf)s angling for the PM post have a serious
problem. They have no fan-following in states

outside their territory. Even Mamata Bancrice 1€

cannot fancy attracting a sizable crowd outside
her state, should she address a public meeting on
herown. It is here that the Congress and Rahul
Ciandhi tower over them. They have a pan-India
appeal reaching down to the farthest village.
Quite understandably, the Opposition conclaves
want to skirt the principal issue of who should
stand in the frontand lead them. It is safe to as-
sume that if they win a majority, the dog-fight
for the PM post would begin then and there.
The South is where the BJP is the weakest.
The five states send about 130 members to the !
Lok Sabha. Now that the party has lost Karna-
taka too. no magic can help it to win a sizable
number of scats from the South. Hence the BJP
is shifting itsstratcgy there. That would involve
pinning hopes on a friendly Jagan Mohan Reddy
in Andhra Pradesh and softening its campaigns
against K Chandrashekar Rao in Telangana for
future support. Rao might be game too as he
dreads the possibility ofanarrest ofhis daughter,
former MP Kavitha, in the Delhi liquor scam

and of sending her straight to Tihar Jail. Tosave &) es@

skin. KCR is developing cold feet over his PM
ambitions.
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eo uence esea JECLISIULY Y UT Qel euu ssignments ikm P nd not with U ai Feanng on this page arc  road, which i tlme- Torc annual
boih Jantia and \vest Kb or lesw ich 1510e decid-  pe ISR Js.ancorimon for in the. 2000 we relied o ?ual ntelligence, | the views of the writers]  consuming and ex| expensiye 5v cages, o loom
Hills and the Folluuon they  Ing factor orevew Usiness d camna& 'J‘S“‘”HO”% ﬁ % J seendtudents  authors and not that of not IO me Ilon the benefits gU ;IE its conoml |m
e

S22

©w=g

n
not  encyclopedias fora minute  haw, firsthan
G s harg 410 wace 0 Mlaje. AGTCC e 0 o n e 0BGt Sochn e fate 20005, uang tandcopic texacly T hillong Tines 39 femuers of Neate 8 gt o2 e
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Quysactive onsocial media are less manly: Here'swhy?

egorized alon endered lines: Clothran

or better or worse, much of life_is cat-
Fsores have sections for men and wome

pertaln foods are considered moLe manly or more

ernrmne ang even drln S can tal

sheen ma mosg
Qur newX lis e research finds, that even
social media is a canvas for rigid gender stereo-

ypgp%crfrcall we show that men who post often
on'social media arc seen as feminine, ap enom-
enon wc refer to as the frcqu nt-posting. femi-
nrnrty steredt)fg " We observe 5 s bias’in, four
ex perrments aturran over 1.300 respondents
from the U.S

To post %to be seen as unmanly
As consumer behavjour researchers, we have
long heen interested In the contradictions, pe-
cu rarltles and restrictions associated with mas-

These dylnamges ha&/e far- reachsm\“ glrcatmns

in the wo

f?r exam\}!le that Co e ero as crca cd as an
alternative to D|etC product that men no-
toriously shied awa rom orrtspercerve tics fo
women who wante io lose weight. There's even
a tendencg 0i Ee(} e to think it is unmanl&
sIeep mor ec US| needrng rest is connecte

be(gy teak ad Wunerable

1 abou ow some of these noillons

grgaht com |r|t% pIa on sgcral media. Po

at d ests that men an use soca

medra platforms in very drfferent ways For ex-
I{e men tend to be on fewerrﬁlatforrnsovelrill
on't post as often as women on apps

n agram.

I
W wondered if gender biases had anyhhm
do with why, Arc men7|udged harshl
share on social me

To test this ues |0n we ran a series of ex-
eriments In w |c Tes] bn ents were asked to

crt?frl % %ugnotl %r raare|¥ posts on sgcrgr?megra

oprovr a mare concrete pict ure wc describeq
hhe man as someone who postﬁ onl lne for fun and
as a moderate numper of fi

Respondents consrstently rat%d the man as more
feminine whea éscribed as a frequent
social media Pﬂosdter Thrs as true, re ardIe s of
assumptions made about the man's a uca
tion, wealth, anﬁ pre, errehd socrﬁl media plaﬁtbrm
We also coritrolled for tf age. po cal
beliefs, ang social media use of the people who

articipate e stu
P we used anyrdegtrcal %cenarro JO de-
U

ot
?%bbueenac!hﬁanriaﬂosepf?eséltngn how gemmrne pegpf

thought she was
earing need
ffWhat then, explains ?fPIS son?ew atyunusual
ered that anyone who frequent
osts re ahdllessofthelr “]er come gros a)s

person Who seeks attention and vali atlon
this projected sense of neediness only translates

Engingerin
mICrobes ¢

creu L:pagfttpr?

An aversroq to

N

is a complex organi
jons ofceTIg But n taﬁ of
of them arc

ing
eferred 10 as microbiomes ac c rucial to
the unctlonlng)lpfvarlous ody syste
In this cpis: he onversa |bn Weehlyr
we speak to three experts who stu ? mi-
crop ogt F slroenterologrst an uroscenust
anda iologfcal engineer
Their rcscarch consrders ow these micro*
Bromcs arc. important, wgat the reIatronslh is
tmeeI T|'C0 mmesdan wellb
synthetica ineered microorganisms romrse
n)ew forms Xf trhgerapr k P

Partners in health
Chri |s Damaian is a gastroenterblogrs and
clrnrca assocrate professor at the Uni mé
Washington. Wash. Damman investigates how
|cr0b|omes i lhﬁ the drgesuve system
rom start 1o fins communicate with “other
bo yfsystems He looks at the qut-brain axis,

specifica r*
Dam points out the importance pf the %ut

mrcrobrome which "plays an rncredrby |mp
tant role in digesting our food. ave -
duI enz;rmes that our pancreas and our Ilver
our stomach, our salivary glands make.” he

gBut the cazymes that are our bodies can
produce bnlr do’so much. So the last art of the
mall |nteslne um, and the Iar e intestine, the
? |tstt] & e that he rprcro ome. |s Jik. our
par ners in nhealth rting_ Tibre “into_things

Ikg bH yrate and other shor chgln fatty acids
ying th; composition and balance dfthe

e on a gendered

Improve health

gut microbiome is startrng to reveal connections
etween it and various p&urological eondrtrons

about half Mea Mp]rchak an |nc? ,ggostd(pctor
funqr microbes, and bactcria, Scientists are stagholar at the University of Florida, studies the
o understand how and why these communl@wsbronlc as it affects and is affected by various

itio

omebody with multiple sclerosis is gaing to
have a different microbiome from when’they'r
perfec Iy healthy through diagnosis and then
hrou%h late sa es of disease, that microbiome

15 g0 C.
o e
scigntsts fo investigate
I%happens over rea

Ily fon errod of trme
which means that we eya regfp time o
intervene, and area time to try

iwhnetenoc%s‘{]gﬁlona |1
i Vo

can tryy and stop

Endrneerrng the biome
As scientists learn more about the gut
biome and its relat |onshr to dlsease
{hey re atls?hstartrn igur /
0 impact the gut biomc'S composition
rdlduce drffgrent and more hepalthful
du comes.
Tac %cok Moon, .a biological enEme_er
at Was |ng on_University“al St
I\d looks”at ow s\}rnthetlc brolo%/ can
beemgoedwrtr] &JIHEIS evepqt
sensors tiat can adjust the composition 0
themghrt brome and varrous microbe communities

"What 1 want to do is. there arc some enzymes
that break down or nthesrze serotonin.” he
S5 Inresponsebtpt & serot onin evel, bacteria
have ifity to contro econcentra
fion of serotonin {pr ducing an enzy[ﬂ i

breahdohwn serotonin i the serotonin”level 1s

Scigntists are looking at how manipulating the
u blomﬁ ian hel addre]ss various condltlons
?ut Merchak points out that it's not as straight-

orward as it soun hit
¢ kno you change whit you ea
chan%est[he eomlpdsr ion d?yo% mYeroberornc
fing if we find benefrcrafl bact er&a
at we fhink is goi ¢ b rawide
swathV t eo;ll a({;engeral am

g rtr 10 comeé
with a e in order to maintain those
populations. The

a noserptlh g\i

eporn of severe
can see it early and we

onversation)

to percerved tem|n|n|t¥ in men.

his nakcs sense, After all. rescarch has showr]
that relsecunnd emrn&nrv\y scrucra to conventiona
notion ile-avoiding masculinity
15 not necessarll crucral to conventional woman
hood. Indef swsmovrsan usic
conunu to 'prce |deastha me £s0 t%ay
storc an se ficicnt. Our results indicate that

ﬁ/pos in frequently online, men come across as

Not dny that, but the ”frcquent posting feml
ninity stereotype” effect tu e out to be
mare stubborn’ than we cxp
Two of our experrmen S atempted but uI
matelz failed, to curE hh
t, we examined whether men were ;]udged

differently when sharing confcnt about 0 ers as
?gposed 0 { emseves the ldeda eing that this
behaviour would com €'across as

cogsrderate and not as vallda ion- seekrng
ond, we examined whether male influcncer:
Eostelaréqelg for professional reasons faced the

In. both ea%%s and to our surprise, fre uen}
posting caused participants fo see these socia

media Users as more feminine.

Broadening the definition of manhood
Theresalotgwedbntﬂnow a?)du t this unique

rejudic
peeo 1 example, lts unclear to what degree the

ﬁrcvﬁuent ost{:nﬂg remrn Pflflelresntterem W‘te

men around ! e \t/r|r10r arc oftendwnsrdered less
masculin n the I peedy, our rescarc
%nﬁy |ncud rfpart‘(crr%)ns rom y H

the U.
Just is crltleal. How can_the conncction be-

een Lre ue& ustrn d femrnrnrty be bro Ik
oget WP RSl suggests that this
IS durable and reflects persistent gender dynarn

'wﬁWe%wanmmw
to_quickly sh ?g alnS uarrl]eglted ' TAshas of
gt t?r re aomg at a rando

e
the da[}/I EI.IFICIIOFIS like these seem. to em

authe |crt¥ routine, an cdmmumt Is
b mp s needed to ch an%c th assderatron
een pbs |ng and validation-seekin
Notabl arc experiencing hist rrc rates

me
of social ylsolat%n anhd ﬁhmg g meEtaI health
consequences. This health crisis is |ikely exac-
erbatﬁqd %8/ ervasrve% s]es that maL myen feel
? errproblemsoras or

uent ostm%

ﬁ% mininity stereo 83
reveals anothér instance I which mel arcd E
for attem tmd to express themselves and build
socra cofinections.
w York Times ﬁorrespondent Claire Carn
M|I erwrote |n 2018, there afe %
1l " both in estern

o
t fake Tor fhat rigid definition of
d'to be broadened ;

(The Conversation)

o
2

S===>2,
355
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manho

gut bacteriaand Getrid of your diet soft drinks

Does artificial sweetener aspartame really cause cancer?

he International A%ency for Research on
Cancer glARC% Mﬁ ich |s the s&ec alised

| encyI 3 QOrgani-
Another .
and Food and A rrcul 0 ganrzatrbns Expert

C.ommrtteg on Foo! A itives has assessed the
risk and develope recommendatrons on how

much aspartame IS safe
recomm nd d“dete acccpta%lc rpaHy int akebeo
40n|g|#er kilo of body weight, & we currently

have

hazardtrs |?ferentltﬁ) arisk. The hafzard rat-
ing means it's an agent that is capablc of causi
cancer; a rrsﬁ medsures the Irkglrkood it corﬂg
cause cancer.
o So what docs this hazard assessment mean
oryou

Fiiat]>, » liat is aspai fame?
tame is an ar-
1'“2% I swee tener that
times sweeter
than sugar, but with-

used n a vard-
etyo producls inclug-
ing ca bonated drinks

uch as
i)ret Coke Lt’epsr ﬁax
some hopye brand

gs. You can
|dentrfy aspafrtagre in

0 addruve
Food ﬁmd ctss ch

oqu
X rgy may also contaln aspartame, but it's not
stag aé war&n temperatures and tus not used

ommercral names of afparAame |nclude

nuauI [h;lugraawcacctc C%T)(Iicd infaké s4

Egr ﬁoo}bo we?B tperda 5ywharch fs ag
sach

In Amerlca the acccptable daily intake has
been set at 75 sachcts.

What evidence have the used
|t p(mc 0 this con %I ion
IARC oo ed cosely at the evrdence base

fro usin from ob
servatronari stugres expenmegtaq sﬁudres and
animal studies.

LW found, there was some limited evidence
in human studies linking aspartame and cancer
liver cancer) and limited cvidcnec

specificall
Ethhaana¥esonsrlgered vhe brologreal mechanism

?tudre which showed hpw cancer may develop
rom { econsumptron of aspartame.

suag/ i ese arc lab- based tudies which
show cx ety ow exposure to the agent may
lead to |, cancer, In this case they found there
was limited cvidence for how aspartame mlght

causc canccr hree wdi
ree_human_ stydie
Iooked a caneer aynd aspartame ntalh ir s
dar%e(obiervatro al studres used the Intakle of soft
Ti an_in caoro “aspartame Intake.
Eee found a positive associafion between
arti |cra ysweetened beverages and liver canccr
In either all of the p?]pu tion Ee\[/ were stu g
Ing or sub-groups within the| these studies
could nut tuIe out utlici faclors tlivi maby ht*
res le for

A tuldR !S‘:r\ducteg

consy |c
wee kw si rl(
F% lncreased risk of
e Sencs 4 o
T de’ th, 5 dS 0 the
rarity of liver canccr

Ih til |
i esrsI bppebpiﬂeaJ

I
In a study from the US. lncreaseyd risk of liver
ﬁanccr was seen in geonple with dlfabetes wgo
r&nk more than two ore cans of a diet soda

The third sudy also from he US found an
incr ase in drver cancer risk in wlh
smoked tnd ranktwoormore artrfrcra ysweet
ened rinks a

From hrs the have dccrdcd to declare aspar
tﬁme asz3 roup pOssih éecarcrno en

they have aJso sar m re and better résearc
needed to further un erstand the relationship
between Epartame and ¢

four categ orles (grouprngs% avail-

f
abge” or poéenwzéubstances &ratasmgyexaﬁgg
cancer. (The Conversatron
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Political representation doesn't mean racial justice

campaign, the most racially

diverse in hist

eﬁ%polrtrcs%ssgglyormglh
versrty ﬁnd sl?cral glrogrcifrvc

hese government mrmsters lo
Justrfy Folrcres Ihat arc crrlcr

Minority e]thmc polnrcrcns about racc,

to_Im'migrants

same time, they propup the I|ne
that immigration 1S no longer

elo At the Conservative Confer-
1= gnce in 2022, ? averman sarﬂ

1t's not racist for anyone, cth-
nic mrnorrty or otherwise, to
want to contro ﬁ ui borders.
And yet she has likcacd refugée
and jgnore

3
grtrmate concerns Of mmorrty

thnic citizens.

Badcnoch has rebuffed cglls

E?or the'face equalify inkiank
the RunnymegéI Trugt sal taha

more drversrly in what ghrldren

arc taught I

etoa

I'GSSIHQ

L J |sm grar rs deeﬁ
ritain's s uol
Speakmg about per etrators

here's no question that of child sexual exploitation.
British P0|I ics is becom- Braverman clarmed groomrng

mq more diverse. From gangs are “almost all. Brif-

oy four minority cthnic NsRs Pakistani men-. This was
clected in 1987, now 67 ite the government's own

arc from a minority cthnic back- evi e‘rce tg the con&rar She
ground. o was flanked by Suna sggest-
The Scottish first minister. ing that “political correcfness
HumzaYousaf. recently became and "cultural sensitivities” were

r}e firs evo \rrgorrtov l;nnlcenlfaadnerg Eem% nm
the frrst ? W

K party. Yousaffollc
bery%? E/*HLO”C flrEts. aM s

the wa t0 stampmg

dsfootba llers takmg the

the“first Brifi hAsran UK |m nee awidely-supported Sym
m?nrsrer( |s?1 Sunak) J E Fofantr ra r frptrvrsm yas

irst female minorif ethnr gestur po

ome secretary ‘Prrr Patel Patel ha r%Ir at as a
succeeded b anohermmorrt{y victim racrs hersel she
cthnle woman. (Suella Brave and the

derstand racral metiualnry Her

People often assume that if sidelining of others' very real flows to an rnvasrﬂn and sard
a Ferson in power. lf 8 ethmc experiences o Iracrsm is seerp th t immigration th'catcns the
minority, they will a vocae m ly E)ermrssr e, given Patel's UK's natronal character”.
more strongly for minority cth- minority ethnic identity. Notably, the %ovemmenls
nic_commanities, But, as our

research shows, cihn redlversrty
in government isnot a guarantee
of Tacial justice.

inority ethnic politi-
cians align themselves with a
"model minarity”

quintessen i?I! '

matrse and
minori

post-racial
cians like
t-repeated message in the 3t|mac; é
2022 Conservative leadership On race an

Anti-immigration sentiment

There are’ also . examgles H
mmorrty ethnic ministers pus
ing policies that actively su? randchrld
target vulnerab

The ‘[/II%%I mr(r;ranon bill |s ?
the latest exam

atelEeepers polrtr a

le-
st Yoy

immi ratr oljties of reccn
yearsgarc %er q tormu?a r? é
cthampione bg rlJolrtrﬁ ?nswho
arc tiemselve dren or
ren dof |mm|grants
a randparents were
m t?regr-lrandupand Sikh refu-
ees ho. fled Punjab followrnq
he partition of “India. Pate
dmrtted that her own parents
i
nto
n

1s.

o Id not have been allowed
\QWSUK under her immigra-

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’
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The illegal mi ratron bill

As with minarity ethnic poli-
comes just a year a er Patel led

ticians calling for harsh border

the pa]ssage of the Nationality relatron owor‘h and value con- olrires immigrant status or
and Borders A & Both policies tinue to be Hrfuenced bsy class f E}rhlstor |5 no HHaramee of
arc desrr?ned eep ou id- curren erdl attifutes to fmmigration

ac ste
wrrrrcfr rfeperr sona hre¥arcﬁy
ofrmmrgrants by’ skrII" means

stl te, universi
cateé)rlmd English- speakrrlrg mi-

U
ers, many of whom'are Fac

brown, It is contradrctorr that
the ministers respgnsrbe for
these policies arc descendants

Ofycoursc this analysrs docs
apFIy fo every minarity eth-
mc politician. It is heartening to

of immigrants themselves.

Immigration is
still about race

grants arc con5|sterr1tly vrfwe(d
more favourab

Asian and Muslim migrants.
And Fublrc opinion is far

sec other Conserva Yes speak-
qou ahout the inflammatory
nti-migrant clrmae Moham*-
med Amrn a former chair of the

Des ite comgrents like warmer owarrés krainian refu- gonservda ive Muslim Forum,

Bﬁraver an's, evidence shows ?ees compare wrtr} hose also eSCJIbE Bravermans thetoric
at_mmigration is still very eemgS ar in Afghanistan,

much linked to racc and rac- yrrar ud % omalr But i |s |mportant lo remem-

Minority Cthnic voters also ber. that ethnic diversity is not

Many mrnorrtx cthnic peogle Percerved racral undelrtones in racial justice, nor can | f]rotcct

even’ those who arc British- the anti-immigrant language the government from challenges

bon or naturalised citizens

feel they are still targets of
the |mm| ration debate. thnrc
mmorr ieS are the worst affece

Ples S0 Ehgmarisd oy ni-

n

the Leave camparngn s harmful policies, As Bar-

durmg Brexit. But while most oness Sayecda Warsi noted:

voted” Remain, some minority "Bravermansown ethnic, orrgm
hnrc Brexit yoters supported has shielded her from criticism
Leave in opgosrtron to immigra- for too lon

tion from eastern Europe. (The Conversation)

A capsule wardrobe can reduce
consumption of fast fashion

ustainable fashion chorccs arc witnessing
eference. This |nc|udes
e much-respected capsule wardrobe. B
Marie Ron oswaﬁ robe-focused tidyin
mque or Matilda Kahl's choice to wear on

able anj long- IastrnF Have basrc ops versatrle
Jaac cts efc.

1)
they arc great {or creatm% corlrcsrveqooﬂ(s rgor
tea;]XNs ason &nd occasion
hile building acapsule ardrobe |

to work for three %rears the trend of dressing F_erat|ve to have ulua | x ﬁreces that aré both frc-
conscrousl% and ing acapsule wardroEe |3 ional and versat ot invest in pieces that
gaining traction. Before we get into how to will Tose herrc arm after afew wears, The only
acapsule wardrobe let's know what it entails. ~ way fo combat ast fashjon is to invest in clothmg

Ac ? ¢ wardrobe is an edif ?fclothrn thaé that Is { scful. grac fical and surtsg lfr lifestyle.
has a on% shelflrfe is thoughtfully curate A versa |Ie£|e e of clothing can e S'X Earr with
is interchangeable to make” multiple outfits! A other p eces. be styled in different ways, and be
capsulc warl robe in essenri]e helps you in cre wotn mdrf erent ¢ ittexs Think about ‘the |tems
ating an array of 'looks with a sefected number werqht anric quality, silhouette Ien%
f pleces. most importantly, how easy it s to maintain and

he Ierm ca gsulc wa‘rdrobe was comed rn the wash. For an occasional treat, if you feel that for
1970s Faux, the owner of a Lon
boutr u calledd \%/ar robe. Faux elreved h

robe comprises a few essen

preces These can be supplemen ted with sea
sonal ad?

Capsule wardrobes in Ihrs dax and age arc
havin la revival, larg eI due ti inrease
in public awaren e C0
Fl Eh more aware o?th hJa rir lﬁ eWects o?fast
ashion on our planlgt and all I|vrrr ds pecics.

uild a capsule wardr

rrﬁce fat Pas ron congumplron guraghr
p(l:rlopha founder of Surabhi Chopra abe says

othe

s arc ofen ourarmortr]ag d?e Pr
day. or the % ¢ ameans fo celcbratc festivi-
tres The thought of havmg fewer pieces in
¥0ur wardrobe can often be overwhelming.

herefore, start with an analysis of your life-
style. Toccalc a capsulc wardrobe, Xr)ér %ed
to’ know w at your personal st)ﬁle s an at
|eces will ost useful for f kind of [ife-
t%Ie you lead. Try asking gfourse vesquestrons

e "Do | need work- 5H cific eothes Do |
neeI more, travel Iotrﬁ In ed m for
mal wear?' Consi erﬁ yournee sso dt\ﬁ/
are better able to stick to the capsule wardr
without any impulse. purc

"The second Step is to declutter your ward-

robe. Most of us have a habit of hoarding
clothes. Therefore, take out everythmg You have a particular occasion, you cannot2 use any of the
In your closet an ana yse everY Prec naccor- garmenls in your capsule wardrobe, then’renting
dance with your st le and Irfe%ye Remove the ? ring can be a grea rde?!
Freccs t M en’tworn for a long time or  Althou gh remember that"a capsule wardrobe
e ones that don‘t suit you or aren't your size, should be built slowly over time. Fast fashion
% onate, sell, ar recyclr these items, Then sort fuels impulse purghases and rapid discards with
terest mto categories like bottoms, denim, tees, 1ts [ow priccs and changing trends. Thrs ‘waste
finds its' way to landfills, where it results in low
he fnal step is to curate trmeless pieces that wages for the workforce and a heavy tol| on the
arc |nterchan eable e 25-30 items for every environment due to unethical and unsustainable
season. The Basis ofa functronal ca sulc ward-  manufacturing practices. It is estimated that the
robe Is ver]satrln t includ f ,n f cl;anﬁ)eable g%rm cn m%rsr contributes to almost 10pcrcent
garmens 1l creatc multip our 1rh reﬁnhouseg semrssr ns.
ver)r aly lives. Oncc you have sorte your pieccs here ore, p rchasing clothes just for the sake
eel that some basics arc missing, invest.in  of trend sor| ’% ?comcs at a price for the en-
those items. Ensure that what you do Is sustain- vrronment A
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Tears over tomato
IT'sboth a pity and a misfortune that the failure
of the government to act in critical situations is

legion. The steep rise in the price of tomatoes |

- the main and natural tastcmaker for Indian cur-
rics —in the rccent weeks for instance isan ex-
ample. Aftersitting back and watching the price
skyrocketing for weeks, the central agencies
stepped in late and brought down the price from
a whopping Rs 150 per kilo to Rs 80 in select
north Indian cities from this Sunday. Interven-
tion in the procurement centres and wholesale
markets (maiulis) in the originating states like
Maharashtra. AP and Karnataka started late but
not before hurting the common man hard.
Notably, the entire proccss of distribution of
agricultural products from farm to consumers
remains chaotic all along, resulting in sudden,
manipulated and hefty rise in prices. Theﬁresent

price rise in tomatoes was causcd by a s

ortfall

in production, a situation that the fanners and
traders exploited to the hilt. The announcement

by the Centre on Sunda
ofagencies like National

[

about the intervention
Cooperative Consumer

Federation and the National Agricultural Co-
operative Marketing Federation is sure to act
positively. While the government has agencies
to keep acheck on markets, the problem is there
has been erratic coordination between multiple
agencies to act fast. In the past and now too, an
option is for the government to airlift scarce es-
sential commodities from state to state or even

from abroad. What can also be done in reverse o

is to airlift surplus production to markets abroad
and ensure reasonable prices for fanners in
times ofa steep price fall. It must be admitted
that governments are sensitive to price sprrals
inessential items to avoid situations like ‘onion
tears'out ofz fear it could adversely affect them
in the electoral arena. Had it been a bit closer to
the 2024 polls, the government might have acted
faster. The lethargy of the establishment at all
levels and a lack of commitment to the causcs
of the ordinary masses by elected governments

arc all too evident.

True, the Modi government’s attempt to intro-
duce agricultural reforms was scuttled by fann-
ers in three north-Indian states who had support
from some irresponsible politicians a couple of
years ago. Faced with the approach ofelections
in UP. P”"lhab etc. Prime Minister Modi cut and
ran rather than standing his ground and stressing
on the need for positive changes in the scctor
that contribu:es some 20 percent to the national
GDP and is the biggest employer. A functional
government must act more responsibly and in

a timely manner.
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Balancing Uniformity and Custom: Examining
the Uniform Civil Code in Meghalaya

By Joe! Blah Kyndiah

M(rjach furore Ihas been
raised In Meghalaya oyer
telastgew egt!mg ardrng
|rnp|ement|n the Unifornt
Civil Code {UCC) In the
Letters opposin
e have been sen
to the Law Commission 0
Indra and with the District
Councils passrng resolutions

agarnt e Same.
tis believed that imple-
men ing the UCC would
%ause a |affrontdo thetcus
omary laws and practices
govenling the dont)estrc ?rfe
and socil. relations of the
K asrs Jalntlas and (Garos
ngst, over

country.

2223

eghalaya.
the U(?C |s¥|so seen in the life

fear that its implementation
}Nohrld Idn fact the c%r{rmuhmt
and and forest rights whicl
were%ntouched e(\]/ d'{rnlng

Brit
from
Anrcletto?theConstﬂutron
aims fo provide a uniform
codc for marriage, divorce,
mherllllance and adoption:
Inrtraypro{fosed lrtrce
osition in

e COHTU uent Assemblz
Eventually. It became one of
the non-lcgally enforceable
Directive nnc#reso State

SZ

orcy DPSP). quiding legis-
atlvecmsrderra olns P
ncluding IC

re?resent |d|eals rather tGan
enforceable aws assetled in
conshtutlona Juns U ence

UcC Is |nked’t0 the|r2019
manifesto promise, it also

cssentializcs a scries, of le-

%I reforms that reflect a
i

ndu m thaﬂan aqenda
These |itc the exclusion
Muslims in the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act, antl-
conversion laws tarsgetrnr%
religious conversions fro
linduism.and anti-beeflaws,
which can hardly be seen a
secular legal reforms aimed
at prol Otlﬂﬂ n%tronal unr'%
and unirormfty. ecentl)ﬂt
Ps advocacy Fthe
s also garnered the support |
of liberal femrnrs groups
emphasising its poteftial or
Frender éus Ice
protecting t
LIJSIIITI omen afterthe Id-

eriod,
h the current ?]I
Ierfor tile enactment of t
UCC.is Bre lcaAed on

constitutional endeavour for

uniform personal laws in the ~ de

country aimed at inter alia
achieving qender Justicc.
its PC{ c# blc that thes|
legal reformsalso carnr wit
them the miasma of politica
perversions seen through the
revious cnactrnfnts of the
P, therebK faltering the
ubhcs faith in its secular

he BJP is seen
a pus%ﬁ gorwar progres-

sive reforms for women's
rights and realising gender

=g

tom of their energy. Byt for
ﬁow lon, thc ang erisnot
|r%the|r é]/OCkeli but in those

Last ti % saw in thrs
paper that the government
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|ts |mplementatron in N
an dand |zoragr rprotect
res ectrv yun er Article
Atticle 371 G i
hard fo |ma |ne as |tbats the
a{t plication of arliamentary
Ct |nfnnu|nu upon tpe reli-
us, Social, ind customary
b0 e he Nagas an MI/DS
wrthout a resolution by the
Satehs Asiernblly
od a similar provr
sion exists for Meghalaya, it
is relatively weakef in char-

Cé”srxﬁﬁ ﬁ ae)ddle prtgv?desf
that the Preirdent of India

o

masy y notification exempt

cnedu ed Drstnct of the

ae frol I|ca| nof
ctof P ent nder

thesameprovrsron the Presi-
d)ent can allso im Iemenht the
arliament ct. subject
fo mog]ﬁcaétlrrn such athhe
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills
Drs ict gChnstran Marr agn)

Ke 1872 Chnstran Marnage

Para?raph 2A, unlike Ar-
ticle 371inNagalandand Mi-
zoram. enables discretionary
powerin{ he Union Executive
and not in the State Assem-
Iy wherein the decision lies
e Union Governmen:
wheéher a law should gea
ied. exempted or modified.
% An hese conditions,

It IS har ysurprrsrn% o re-
ligious minorities and tribals
I India to be suspicious of
the 'One Nation, One Law'
motives of tic BJP. which

'?,_'

e entrenches any move fo the

im Iernenta tion of the UCC.

é) ereassurances being D!
n b

rovrdea uniform civil
remarns only a mere

ﬁh the SC acknowl-
ed es that Article 44 is a

Pand is non- Justlcrahlc
|ts rerpark undersc&)res the
complicated ad]| ication
proccss0fpersonal law. es| lp
craIIy if the disputing par es

of different religions and
0 mamed under special

In M% Jordaﬂ Dicn dog
vs. SS Choapra, the SC riotet
that ‘ihe law felating to ju-
dicial separation, divorce,
nullity of marriage is far.
ar from uniform. Surely
e time has now come for
a complete reform of the
law df marriage and make
a uniform law applicable
to all peoPIe |rre\s’9ectrve of
{eh I|ona caste. csdggeﬁ
e fOr the
Intervention 0? %te {n |sfatur
in these matters to provide for
a uniform code on marriage
and divorce.!
Though tlie Indian Divorce
Act, whichgoverns Christian
divorce, was amended in
%001 to ﬂrovrde for divorce
Y 'mutudl consentofparties’,
thie 1985 case, where divorce
was predicated on impotcncy:
hlt hlrghts the complicated
si
o women, in the absence
of a uniform law to govern
marnaqes on account of par-
ties eon?mg to different
reI|§|0n50 the general role

Ery

for grant of divorce sans re-
ligious underpinnings.
InSaria MU dal e Col
highlighted that Article 44
alms t0 seirarate religion from
personal aws in a civilised
socret]y ile Arficle 25
uara eesreld(ous reedom.
rticle 44 seeks to secular-
ise matters like marriage,
djvorce, and succession.
Court noted that even though
Hindy faw has rehgrriuson-
ins. it has been secularised

nd these secular aspec|
notg%protgcted d]er}&srtreT(

Though the Courts obscr-
vation that the ahove func-
mnsofacrvrhsed socletyarc
drveste from rcligion ma

be appreciated or refuted, dé-
ending.on one's conviction,
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omeg

erning the marriagg, divorce
and Intestate succession o
tribal communities, where
dftentrmes tribal customary
practices precede religious

affiljation,

Asevrd? in Meghalaya
in cases of divorce, despite
parties being Christian, no

child would™be deemed as

iven a cl allenpe fo s%lv
em togetner. 1€ an inher-
ent human proclivity to hide
a weakness speua y when
in a higher echelonbut Wf
have o choice, The plI
however bitter it ma}f
rnus be swaIIEwed an

ar serS/hg Is tar greaterthan
ourrndrvr | selves. Insuch
trainings eacl parry can [cam
of theif strengths and weak-
NEsses, an Icam Tom them.
Team work! T |swrllg Ve
the wa%forworklng tog hheer

forrnerse |n 3

To conclude, the edUCﬂ-
tion department can do a
an all the means 10
fulfil |ts aspirations which
are n line with the aims and
o bjectives of the NEP. It

Id heI save the wi se

|nancra resgurcesw
srmutaneousl arng]ustrcc
othene uticr and caugarc’

we [camt in colleges

of feachers’ edycation. LEt'S
st{rve tot%eéher or the future

e

Failure
of district
administration
e Tecent sporadic in-

ation and unfair burden  NALSA

illegitimate if horn before
or outside wedlock owing
o the fact that Khasi socie
|s matrilincal and childre
inherit from the mother, with
the father only being & pro-
creator, A Erosrtron |ff|erent
from Christian personal law
elsewhere. It is axiomatic that
the observation b}/ the apex
Court |nfavour0 the UCC,
s been from the viewpoin
of secularising, the religious
Personal laws’in India, sans
he consideration of tribal

oms.
Article 23 of the Constj-
ution Provr s that minori-
ties with distinct languages,
script, and culture have"the
right to conserve. the same.
Hence, the r1uest|on arises
1FUCC secularises personal
law under Article 44 while
protecting religious freedom
under Article™25, can trib-
als whose vntu%ily secula) J
tomar Iaws e protecte
und e 297
Int econtextol secularis-
ing personal laws. 1would be
remiss if | did not mention the
same in relation to the petition

for marnﬁge e@uahty C%res

—— o
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ently in the Supreme Court,
From the Courts viewpoint

that recagnition of any other
forms ofunion wou causc
complete havac on the deli-
cate balance of personal laws

|nt eeountr
served in

Sarla Mud]gal prdvrges an og
gortunrt or women's righ

ecularisi |nq Personal faw;and
extendlng 0 sexual minorl-
ties, Yet. |ron|cally attempts
to mtrﬁ rnce the same re
cntrenched inopposition from
across civil_society who fear
the perversion of secularism,

stahd ot I?)rdllstrcﬁpndgdw
underpins the government's

attempt to do 5o,
Regardlessofwhe ther the
UCC Is implemented either
out of J udlcrall}/ |ma?|ned
benevolence or the poli
erversion.of the BJP. the
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ities* remains potent
and tribal trepi |dat|0ns df it
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revil, Henee, what Is the
agforward f70r ghalaya

endin
Arércle 371 as in Nagalang
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veat otexemption in the codc
ora Pre5|dent|al notification
under Paragraph 12 of the
Sixth Schedule?
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France & USA engaged in bitter fight
over Indian defence sector market

Washington jittery after

PM Narendra Modi’s big

arms purchases in Paris
By Girish Lingunnu

nme Minister Na[egdra
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A Contrarian Perspectrve

“Any truth is better than indefinite doubt.”
_— Arthur Conan Doyle
The Shillong Times
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Going beyond one- daré observances b
AFTER meticulous research by Dr David Reid
l_Prrem formerly professor ofhistory. North Eastern

II' University and later Vice Chancellor, Rajiv
Gandhi University and also former Chairperson,
Union Public Service Commission (UPSCLthe exact
date of the death of Tirot Srn%h was established to
be July 17. 1835. These conclusions were arrived
at after careful study of the British records in the

UK and other libraries in Kolkata and Delhi. In her
book, “Placing the Frontier in British North-East
India: Law, Custom And Knowledge," Reeju Ray
writes that’ althoudh the British reinstated surren-
dered Syiems to their positions through signing
of agreements, severe restrictions were placed on

Yearsaoo aoousrnshared
ana t analogy when he ik-
lndralo noverc owded
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e bys s stationary ever
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unrest w Her it Bwrelh?n

a familyor ina nation. Many
disputes get resolved once
the' financial situation, or
what weeall thecconomy of
acountry, improves. The pie
gets Iarge]r and more people
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their authority. The restored Syiems were liable for etk

treason ifthey slowed any form of oppositionto the
British government and heavy fines were |mﬁosed as
an additional punitive measure. It was for the same
reason that Tirot Sing was confined to ajail in Dacca
following a failed negotiation for reinstatement to
his position as Chiefof Nongkhlaw.

ay raises several troubling questions on Tirol
Sing Syiem's incarceration in Dacca jail when he
was identified 95a sovereign by the same colonial
state. She asks ifTirot Sing would have been allowed
to retain his position ifhe had srolned an agreement
acceptable to the British? Was he |m{)r|soned for
instigating rebellion and causing the deaths of British
subjects including Europeans? Or was he punished u
fornot agreeingto the terms ofsubjection? Ray says
there are no ava table or clear answers to these ques-
tions. Interestingly the British did not hesitate tosign
a treaty with TlrotSmg 59-year old nephew, Rujjum
Sing on March 29,1834 wghereby Nongkhlaw was
classified asa dependem territory and brought under
the jurisdiction of the colonial political agent.

It is noteworthy that Tirot Sing Syiem at a time
when little was known o fthe outside world was able
to stand his ?round and to refuse tosign a treaty of
sugjugatron 0 the British when many other Syiems

capitulated. It would have been a great boon

to the present generation if some accounts of Tirot
Sing's childhood and gouth were to have been pieced
together. After Tirol m% the Khasi society has not
Eroduced a valiant chicttain except for Wickliffe
[yrem the Deputy Chieftain (Syiem Khynnah) of
ima Nongstoin and a structural engineer by train-
mF Messtood against the signing of the Instrument

Accession tothe Indian nation because he argued
that the 22 Syisms of the Khasi states had never
been under British rule. But Wickliffe was heIEIess
since he was nol the syiem. His uncle was. Wickliffe
Syiem left Nongstoin and went to East Pakistan
vowing never to return to a country that according
tohim slwped from enslavement from one power to
another. The tenacity of purpose of both Tirol Sing
and Wickliffe Syiem ought to be the guiding light
for the youth of this gerieration that aCtually laCks
role models. It is important that more details about
the life and time of Tirot Sing and Wickliffe Syiem
be taught in schools, colleges and universities:
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of U T|r0t S|yng grfs IaTs"Oroosrlonenrgl%vmgifj
fl

ylem \ﬁas he. rharrged to death by

After U Tirot Sing sur-
rendered In January 1933,

IIMOt Sing. tSrrleonf hewalsnstnt OGuotw% |for
on ”wgr‘ romeA n” ing the trial, he was ode

msazg SW Ha&()%séwé’é 1a|ID'ﬁre éardrsh oons?dﬁeg

Xdi gs t(rremar rdom it hg%hlg obaec ionable to
day of U Syiem Tirot Sing. ~ confine a state prisoner in a
This historical error in the common#ar and hence pro-
ate of gleath was corrected  cured saecuslody for him.
y Professor Divi

cf .0 niver- hofold accaC\r¥ e
ﬂg Cang c?(-chagrmanr %f authenlrchrstorrca actsarc
SC. Professor Sylemlie, alsg credited to fhe un%rrrng
g relgntes efforts of Pro
gal Judicial Consult fations  essor yiemlien.
Bamlﬁ a% 8 §a |EHE&WI|UEN ProfessorSyremlreh men-
iciafin Ironed m is L%erso is-
I\X trateoftheFriwadarH {Iv ?¥ hasi-Jaintia
bP % essed  thus. "Official re?ords rare
ot fficiating. Commis- ~ silent abou%te
signer of Crrc it. Dacca Tirot g
informing him of ihe demise mfer‘ofl 3 to the rer}ord
th ahTeeruthSr 0 as firs
I rther wmest [orrsoned in the common
he evem ook plaoe *ﬁs Jail: later he wasplaced un
e s Jett d o hoﬁwelsadreeas ﬂvnvgs |ver|
otf's Jette was
?5 {§J§ ﬁrc na Hé he | rober to move around
17, the martyrd om a of aoc al ev Iua
Sylem Tirot Sln? %s] cause 'the d %
C commemorate the % 8th IS not cerlam tragl-
NIverss our tion says nwasthe utoome
ero U Tirot Srn ofa stomach ailment.”
galm e Pro 1f R Professor Syiemlieh fur-
|emlre of |ssrgnmcam ther writes, “For toT Iog
rsearohoontrr U ions, have the Khasrs beljevel
2 in and made athers believe.
Patrotrs nga\la ﬁ il UTil Siurdicil injail
oo% unda Hrl?ong Thoughm%hr torically cor-
% ¥ 30232 has  recttosay eremamFHa
ra|se important points in ~ prisoner romthetrmeo is

(?
=
S

Thrsoanhevalrdaledwrlh
a reaI-Irfe exarngle. IH ﬁ014r

undenook a road trip frof

IX'Ihi to Leh, passing through
Srinagaramong other places.
U on enterrng Srma ar, we

rﬁgnumber rﬂate aﬂc"r

enraged the driver possibl
ooa%se our veh mlgcooreya
elhi number. This vehicle
overtook us, and cameto stoj
in the midc eo the road,
Fourburlz of out and
began marching reaten-
mg?frowar sus. Luckily for
was not driving at the

t meand myoo driver, a lady
% ew fiel. When the
s er, a short farrwoma
with very alien features the
were ata loss. After shoulrné
a hit. they retreated and wE
could procecd. At that time
there were hardly any tourrsts
grere Té)da% in dsr:rteofa the
ctions, about

iheabro alronof rticic 370,
a hso rourrsts ave a safe
sojourn in Kashmir. When
w¢ went, shopkeepers and
reslaurﬁnt owners cribbcd
about how terrorism had
destroyed their businesses.
Today they arc reaping a
windfall. One secs Frotures

of the renovated Polo Vi

Market open at nightand the
mfamous Lai Chawk is no
Hnroerrﬁ 10-00 Z0ne, it was
m%economrc

bus has had a sobering ef

Srmrlar apprehensrons
were expressed when the
current dispensation at the
Centre decided o encourage
grgrtal trﬁnsacrrons ITemem-
br I?hrdam ramb Iravm
abou ssibili
such a ta ek g%atrm thisis
what he sard in Parliament,
“Goto a villa efarrbug
tatoesandto atoes and pay
seven rupees and fifty paisc
y credit card, Wha il

epoor lady do? Docs she

POS machine there?
Is n oonncotod toa eleotrrorty

%urrender in Januarél%s
lnrrho |s earllryrs atTrroI

Was he hanﬁed fo death?
Here is anotfier theme that
has not been researched.

C.
DrOmarlin %yrig}ah
Vid entail

Indian politics |
as a tool for
development

Edjtor,
Indra berng the world's
argest demotracy, holds
immense potential to shape
its destiny hroughg Ibtllcal
processe Political stability
and effect| Fpovernance
grc ivotal for'a nation’s
oFrrr g fosterrnP
an environment of transpa
ency. accountapility, a
mougrwt Indian olmcs
can drivi sofro e‘o nonic
rogress, Policy formula-
lon and implémentation
H Mld focusor}]tacklm ke
allenges such as pover
¢ Hroatron healthcare, and

Furthermore olitical
Ieaders should oomote a
culturc of innovation, entre-
preneurship, aréd sustamab e

ng mveﬁtmen fosterm
avoura ebtusrnessorlmae
and_ supporting. sma
medi nqp Eerﬁrses |n lan
Polmos can unleash the na-
jon's economic_potential,
Equally important is the need

By Paramjrl Bakhshi

source? Isthere Wi-Fi there?
Isthe mternetworkmg there? o ;
What nectivity has |mproved there
imilar is the case with air
entleman an MBAfrom he
restigious Harvard Business
chol trains arc being started. 74
Finance Mrnuler must now

almost évery nook and cor-
ner of the country so. much
so that both my children

to
governmen in 2016 it has
Surpassed the transactions
made on debit and crcdit

governments aohlevements

nd
has predicted thatylndra will
emerge as a key driver for

3
=

e
een able to burld orlets
tion. Indranslrvrng inten (Swach Bharat Mission) and

COUquUIGS now have access

7

even tap Water connections

(Jal Jhcovarh |sgrow 2 con-

certedeftorttoend militancy.
In Meghalaya itself talks afe

as
shownr markable resrl%/enoe
This Is because of the Modi

governmems bold polrcres Chhamsgarh has, srmmered

and Europe. This has oot

Wi
Seeking IMF life suppor)
mora or terrrtorral advan

at
At the time when Modl b
ca e he PM India was th

and more mu uaIIy reward-
s

rendra Modr isa man who

been a massive mfrastructure
sinned agarnst thao smnrng
Thoughc \rrcdofallchar es

gmalrzed oommunmes and ferentExeouIrveCommlttee

n inclusivean progressrve
of Lartumkhrah should also

10 essIIOEas and prhvaﬁe
os als have crossed the
dl of cthics. From

=
—u—o\:
=1 ﬁ

\llehroles with modi |ed sr

doctors” prescribe several

fo.as “Maul ka Saudagar".
His personal honesty, With
none of his relatives havroj

ol
%a\% N aamersEI gnrrovrlreg

themseves and terr rea
t|ves withoutan: of
tion apart Tom omos
much publicized “Pyaar kr
g ukan thr?d its )al‘rutletrsssri(uht
ring the i
rrols %nd is like the old and
touted Garrbr Haao

u 2 s

eapon oapchor e to try an&
%han e the narrative.” It |§
eing made to appear as |
Indid has become Infolerant,
A%agt fcrgm strag |rertcrderrhsI ghf
i
Vgene Sorlfon? fhlen a1 fam
of %oulrse de%orab e and
need all around condemna-
tion. India is sti ﬁ safee and
sec&alar My wife, a Chrisfian
I athl IhasI travelled
one safe accs eve
ad )rVI ﬁ% Brdsﬂ
and arnatakat ou h she
loo rec ive:; hh
?Ap orwards Tt um er
eal ndjan “pyaar
kr aul aan rsstq opeﬁyan
|Ia anchise of any one

i
ol I st sbanggrmrspreoe vrérth IEII
e about ajourney and wi
endellt ﬁ] hg In the
seventreswhen onet rave ed
fromﬁuwa al oS il orr

iR

|d %11? in much
from ot asrdeg Tom. traf-
fic congestion and h/gher
ambrentlemoeratures art
from the relatively new stress
on fourism Me%alaya has
frmerted awa r?clrmatlro

ntage. We who i
? megrfucatlonan ﬁeaﬁth
care, now have ?eogle @orng
out 6f the state for botl

n the absence of private
mvestmﬁm oemﬁlo ment
runs high. T g IEServa-
tlon 15 conncctc torusta
few government {obs It has
ccome an emotive issue.
Unless Me({halaya too oarr
find a way o grow Its p
squabblmg over the Imle he.
}NI rld oton%rnohe and pferha:ps {
ead to further strife. For
this a new prand of leader-
shipis redurred than makrng
do With old wine under new
labels. I'don't for @ minute
mean 0 sug%est that people
should vo or BJP but we
0 neeq f f< ferent mgre
outward 00 mg attitu
dt oumrn tr frlro rt)ower
and other woes, o
only at one s navel erI
eg halaya wil
Ieftfarbehrn

tests and then several medi-
cines. | wish doctors were
more sympathetic towards
the eaker SEC Irrpofte
peope Can wc find doctors
Wl owoul ﬁ advise
tlents not to fa emcdrcrrcs
or minor sicknesses Ikﬁ
ever and ysenterywhc an
wd ‘%etcured naturally after

days? Fasting"cures

krrrd of ilJiesses
whro}fr even medical scence
has proven, Self-healing
wrthout mcdrcrncs moreases
Ihrough nat uralpprooess en-
hances one's body's i
munri\{ Why don't \

ch Lrsconioet
sick eoEetrswayaso S
Rabert yngdPh porntsot
the motiv mosL
doctorsIson yto mal emon
ey by hook or crook. | hrnk
it s for rs reasons oeog
rhot only fear docto
they look down upontem
I mone more nérr?portam

N 40!
wea octorsﬂ}ou avetllost
ouroood ima g
Talso request fhe gover-
ent 8 o take aotrﬁn against
those doctors who ¢ arge
fees from patrenswho visit
r]alfe s o{ TEVIEW.

of exploitation

SUY gurgleslvol
Sh Ilong-g

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of

The Shillong Times

The sordid stor
of NPAs in India

ByJagdrsh Rattanani

NPAs are a par ofthe husi-

1ustu er Rs go Iak orore
ear rnte rven perrod new

=
o=

hip. Thiscannot bea stable
et alone a robust vessel to

The willingness to act against
at least the wilful defaulters, and
to name and shame them, just isn t there.
Instead, the regulator has allowed banks
to ~undertake compromise settlements
or technical write-offs in respect
ofaccounts categorised as wilful defaulters
orfraud without prejudice to the
criminalproceerdidn underwayagainst

may not be getting better
from a systemic view either.
We arc nowhere closer to
better assessment, monitor-

bankmg Kooy have fﬁ”e& mg Supervsion, controls

work wrth Ifit ISt obe called
sound. The looseness the

0
o0Ls. Theper odalsosaw of affairs signal that NPAS

m India. This enooura es a

ases0 \ dvance{ma%no‘QIEH Ioose s¥]stem 0,08 olroe ser

SED

spect ofaooounts oategonsed

arrd |mprovrn asse ualny asw]rlfuldefaullersorfraug

ey —
m

ora wr ful defaulter sendsa

beoau_seﬂofhurog harrcuﬁﬁand

ogotr;e %%IL%% Co- opts onlré
W

E} Eendn E uyles a%nrs
abreaker ngrowth that is
00d, sustamableand open

ca) nal from their savrngs
fo be Ientout fo ousmesses

subsidies to deservmg citi-

alled to
uestion, where the polrtrcal
ated around stop |n these

inputs and deriding them as
the revdr oullurc as if the

ould be
wouldbe t d Strict foIIow

rrsrn NPAs whic oan of
oﬁrt ih oo<e govdamange and1

nessofproreotsan end s
of funds, then the lender and
the borrower musl both be

o do so and cont |nue fo

NP Aswere 58% in 20 i3
fo ro bing the poor to pay

grossness of Gross NP S

S58=



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG. WEDNESDAY.JULY 19.2023 (SIX)

e Time for a Wine & Mead Bob’s Banter

— Max Planck By Robert Clements
The Shillong Times Escaping the £D, ITend  the car?’ ,
Vil I\_Ht't yi- M||ILI(>5< wifDM i\/t ioai.l niv.or ;T,I|ﬁgp|5 Iﬂ %fmv%l i0 @Q%g%swwhgﬂ wgsc'ggp
e unmaking of ‘India’ Th | " |
g s e oo BN By K Karar %t?' e “”"frtae”'“ bl s
arliament Polls. The grouping of 26 o| s ave garnel fed e
position parties met in Bengaluru and the 3§ (r]nreggg e%tglnn%ai a@lggletuore I%nge"tglcassu 0 %%EIE% t%clmo en uaefal]e ag tion’ from heal h-conscious %’estc w Iaho ered  Ing use against manylnte

nsum

constymgrsandstreno%emnﬂ fch gut?séenlclg bty aduyssﬁ st twéo oohose e polices 0““9
of raising a war cry. Clearly both arc biding f?]OfHe[W ﬁarhsoflivr one eds arc i t ITIIE? Sﬁg uta&gn Ya cxciuswc et ?or%ccﬁ;\%g Erot/n v gseclzpmgthe ?s em%%umeh on to the part
their time. Yet. some aspects stand out. The lihood. Through this article Vlmfpdq‘?naogresrscrbc?l%r gn%%reailéer}reeﬁ rtum Fesmed tobfcomcgueens newta lhere ould Oaveh denlb 3

want to place before you
opposition grouping has shed |tsUPAbag1gage teuntampegppgortunitiﬁs hBE rego lfon of e B Gt e%g a| lﬁc|E%|’n'“°'ﬂétef,§)£"€n§'n‘,'l°n2 besomescratc mgof eads goos urdouqe?wes arc
and re-christened itself as Indian National De: % apicultre in th - ops [el n e oney wing," 15 and mm%rpls has Ted to its %boutsluchasran esumebct heing ex ose and a sp: ot
velopmental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA). The = E&skin egion, examinig - gn goss o 5 bt g”ajvwhﬂhc bevirege e use n ety suppements, Ut Lalso koew It “u"ihtdso %buerrnyegcolnvl Ies

ays  pivotal role by Termenting horey wit
leaders failed to catch the fancy of the nation cﬁa s o i ensunﬁga rlcﬁltural Mo e i) ek et beauty prodicts %P]eﬂm” goto% e, |

( is We g 1ying

and its_1.35 billion people. Brevity is the soul Hans?or%tatlve lm;gsact itcan !}CIIVIJ od secun % ﬁamed op arl asacraft esteemed for IS V8 dondial the oresent circumstances edfsa oasenator
on our everage, 0! aum I 0 you get the Enforcement in ihc US w; xe(?

of wit. This lack ofimagination showed upalso MeE QUL famets. . . e DOITF e felutaenﬂaéil[l?oe%e@l'ﬁop%’;“g\sle?g” A N

e DWI'I 0% enﬂghg OEEOSI ion, and ofhers who

capital on the same day, but both stopped short ~conomic growth but asso 5

membcr NDA held discussions in the national gractrcc Tiot onI fomises 01 %ro uced| rkestmog
serves as a sustainable and  val ua%

ES
n._

I| 101 oII|nat|o 3 ate, the Income Tax
theWﬁX the conclave zeroed in on the present em;edagobaq (eUGEnGE, e e itt? pIo ucrvny industry s st emergmg i B and e ot kqock hedldn l%t R
s T s i St TR LRI g e eI B
may 0r noney, beeswa;
for the discussions, said eCongressdocs not Ay mherf}ee Wi i p AL Stwih fts uniqus  Packed sunstance that Sefves J %o there’s nopoli- T A

10| S uet

seek power or PM post hut wants to “save” the ita jndicate %the ile the apic Iturem tastean oentla therapéu rimaty Souroc Of U e involued “Cautioned e owna etaw; ot h

nﬁ“"R protect den?omc)’r secularism and the ?rgiaﬁPt"a FRA %C biE ?gl n o‘pes |rﬁrrIanrtEs exp i e:t wnh i ee?eIﬁ? Egﬁ‘lgﬁef:dévcgulagrvfae :(t‘IS secrﬁ%r e(ivearllclh sEudeand ac‘%H%sn Inh‘gulsce hSV'SrBﬁ

Constitution and ensure Social Justice. These are ion annually. Thlsthrv t% “al it a%o faccs sev r? honEXII ariet alsandflavous °'|‘5d"°h nu ”“°”a| ol t Enttjr re, When ereg
i

I | sure got them more flum-
market pres ek.  Including amino agids, vita- o oW many time:
cliches that, due to overuse, lost their meaning, Ghatten oensuresustama eSS s mlﬁerasa emmes ML o g e and how. ﬁré’c

or Nt

except that the cause of upholding Secularisii oupgnmto S poiental s grouit One presing Kt 3 anIresentsgppgrtumres con ectly o fncor. i f ?1 i Wﬁ 18 e o

A mtot'reaﬁ Sh e |toru at g 5- Star ol asdls tolg the lang o

2:[51 %mgmf(;ﬁ?n_crehénrélgte J:Jg?]toﬁgs?rlmet ;hgh%ﬂg ggoerpc ﬁ‘d?'a%”%?%ﬂh&#gltﬁ' s%sftﬁeal!g% ?eats Sﬁl graanlg E‘éék“eg&? 5, crr% i angv% §|etar supplements, pollen % e‘escaﬁe ormtﬂa e ri]veYrecordsoﬁrﬁ tg
e e soenre

==
S5
588

has witnessed consis market. 1argue that the pro: gt forn W3 II ahcy mob||| vider,
with the common man. tent growth tn recent |%/e schem Lu} 05 rlf\gllfeg& Med Bgar]d DOtE%"aF ft?‘ Bene tsana SA man dlnvm acar, I Mthus silenced!
Maore importantly, how advisable was it for e mﬁasoneo fie top |srn%r€ros ccr it emg 5?# lrmJyWIhmt? 1 alsp used ea“ﬁy started, stgpped sl %aércgotw
the Congress to declare that it can give the PM  five fonc producm na-  has ot reccived hcatte tigh  fold of the Di ectg ucts for its sk ing and waited" (mpat lem)g attentlon ln 3
9 ? tions worl Yd (t] an support 1t (e 0 Fo%d Processrﬂw ecause pfOM F } man In the car m Times, and the cgtblon of
FOSIOH a platterto its allies if the alliance wins - gnnual roducuonexceedrmi buld st iaolc s for ad a ile bec venom may ot 'Ot stk meds el APGCIc Was “Datg
he polls - more so as it being a benemoth, the hmsesta%hscealnsle 352 gﬁr/coucaurcor[t |§ erscseﬁgmslum mtg%rallévcor%ncucctognto ik %grl{s‘llzvhteenm&%rar“drslctohn;s nmﬂ%nslgretg srlcarle[a%ltﬁg 2gc2usre_“'}‘i‘l‘tht?itr?ilrjrt tnoet fnlo"
main opposition formation. Question is, will - gV & okl hOney  porL. Talored schcmes. g eyS g extends far  show nféotentlalhm% R et T 16 on 6 o |

icinal a few years.” InC article sal,
the peaple be comfortable with handing over : nally,][hedo- ta acrtK bu”dln% EIII&IIVQS Eexond ihe production of ?ropert . Apitherapy. e seerngu) heeIIAJJH 2 Honide, gt 3 011 people
the reins of national govemance to one among  [esticconsumption of hone tghge A éaepers ‘fera reasure hcrapcutrcuseofbee prod fapped n hiswinashicldand  is going to'swell to about
has witnessed Iahs| nificarit Incluaes providin trovi msc EP ucts. Incudes thy euseo Dee
the greedy regional satraps. It is precisely here upsurgeassneat instiols ) o o, beekeeping et havedrversg spP Verom To sondiions ke
that the BJP is now seeklngitodlscredntheOp pnsumers seek fealier tecmnnr] s, 1 trammﬁg 10- Srltuoneseuntaaxnor%sénls iy ararhn”ntqlsa mfel%rgr?aAOMnSd
position - by putting up Tlex boards near the fI|cNortheastemreg|ons i etoen?blebee s ﬁ S POOISIDfE el Managen RmFesslon
conclave venue In engaluru sa ing Nitish  upique f}oral |ver5|t¥ con- sca crro&eratons roducts nﬁto yshowc se  als. b venom as gaine
Kumar is their “PM nominee.” Many would SISICHI? | 107 te trve lost 1 e remarkab attention for its potential in

market. Additi

o

@ sua

q

Iem |s that  of beekeepin uta[so“ Iternativ e therapi
laugh at this. Rather, the Congress party should 1S5, "% 'ECPCS I one PR ot s et glu NSOrs e Ty
show the nerve to stand in the front, This should Wéngyr\?%grgtgssroﬁgre ?ongar the egartmen tal cracks 'ascosmt Reaithang o unja %fﬁsnfogﬁ'”ﬁ”e
be reassuring to the voters, given the past expe- ~ Je0dray al advantage and -~ No oné own.d H We”ﬂess AN s il potent?ﬁl ofaplculturc

ical ad
rience of ranishacklc coalitions of regionalists .[.oﬁéaé’g%b‘i'e'méé'fré‘]n"' i eh'fndiustnes de[nart ranBceeesgveacxretaedn%ur%sueby bl herse ot fuaut
forming governments at the Centre and falling ucro grovr ing rgen twhile ths W'?v'lw E%cc |s?redt%r| Jrgmeuses 1eeﬁ<ee ers, 'the region can
by the wayside in ajiffy. ! Paf Is nder e Ministy, - IShe(. Eeort 2 leating b o

eabilit mostrn gh
By avoiding the crafting ofa minimum pro- mPfusrryq e%p'f%ég“rtes e & Famers' - maeabilly, Hostunz Toeypoducionand ot

eries Thake It ValU- — Howver o reaize this po
gramme or ajoint manifesto for INDIA, it is owever, primarlly Suopor AcHtlcaI goncen fl SR ROrRiENt It cosmencs, TtV mruc!eﬁ ocre%e

ope=
23
==

_?s

safe to assume that the OFposmon is planning armlrs opm*{mg matgina] 's%gar Q%é“{%ﬁgeprar'gw Y{gﬁ tf\ﬂd}agr',gﬂon "i 2 gt hslmu ol 8?
a repeat of the successful game the Congress resﬁuem armers ﬁn hese oureps lqleoarglegnsmapa uﬁy S r\cs%rcf 10! ucésm SR ez Bo, hmu hw|
played at the final hour in Karnataka -promising ~ ¢ beekeepi o pf) ion and.co U6 10-1ts.cloan ang W can_foster Susaingbl
the moon to the people in the form ofpension to  Mencen; anfke of income. quaatn tarmshourpepu atron oglstmtkbum Pro?olrsa economrcqrovy&handsecure tolg him to ste? out] "You 163 mabfvdcata neu i?]ihc

housewives and free travel to women on state- ure n% r&eo%gg APPIOXI- asar] tion, ?tren the maéc [esnous sancefco lcctcd ap“’lzpe{_‘ﬂe Farlr%reersm(rEor#r cantanrestme ors outmg amount

run buses. It must however be noted that the mgte orth-East, oI? Il e gone industry is tlmrcroblal and antroxm 0 e%]e”“em Comm|55|on S5 % e cop askedforhr ly?tl amy T ioa g0 s
OPBOSItlon is far from united. The ruling parties 8r%ducmgarounr? Bonn% crucidl to address these con- FmEer Jes. Bees Use popols 5 OT!iale“Qna twoday na gm yation an han it was n jfullx1 e,
ouNt 0

icense ant
T cernseffectively. Leyeraging o protect their hiv trona Work opat SthIong i H,
awa)?lt%poamTtChlg 8ana e adesh et 3 quanty t Gt 0" St e 9 paifogens. ﬁb's naurefl proﬁ] |n hedrlver ﬂropg fobe lnrt(a]rﬁtgtlsrg%natl(?u Joun

ul
pposition conclaves. This is Wlhlntlrcworldotweey can si mflcanély benefltﬂ% et asfoundappllcatlonsm year J creatcapatﬂt e

my  me that Is in danger. Even
where the BJP s sensing an opportunity —that ~bees, an intriguin apicyur \ndist. Har‘ousmdtlls ries |ncudmsg all fioney s money! G m now, when you {1 th? LoEfﬁ
inease it falls short o fa majority, help is at hand sr% exrshs Al ngsi ite the entm SOE |eacdtesrm ements, cream (The writer s Chairman. e po iceman replied a,mounto personal info
! mon hone ccics, methods, Suel Kﬁw Fg and oral cgre Lo%ucts Meghalaya Farmers' (Em- "I saw {on screaming and T isout there, |tstoo
for the NDA the North-Eastern regron 1§ Magnetic Resonance potential health benefits. powerment) Commission) qsatmg){ourséee mgwheel itficultto even imag m tﬁtaltl
Ch i

lotice
©.

i e?on yourc I, anHT ad  arc t%{ast |gamaﬁatﬁe 50 fr F & ‘1
Single mothers pael sy v WOl ey SRR (SOvieR pioeen b ERR e Bl
& abandoned e el c% Nl ER%%W |I%ocglst|)sﬁﬁctzon e m roveersntrérrtgnatmrjntuse /{%mhﬁgugrreargeﬁtes 0 fiour gla ”X %'Y enttr]l T?
e ? ? mgu mrﬂ% ate ste sto controz Dr% ?tera on and ad lﬁon 'Eflfgt hestlckerln hlscar‘ Iy %%saszostvovraroenen
o g" i pls teSta sth |ssoeasr / 2bIE to overthio)
s L ; rrs.r“rssorrorkjﬁ iy S p
§otT cenie andsle it ome"&rseases die ;vraas iy Sian's haenocloseddoorgoghadseo
o |r?t S ‘%ao":e%tets: S?mrt gtongs g[ laﬁ\rcnow td r; Ak

ome Urgent n%nso asa'Hre %8% a”%\/ﬂ.adtoet?c"ﬁ%abom it?

e Prayer isalsoabitscary to fini
Letters to the Editor } ther K

abandoned women with  ment to make the Registra-
noers e AT |
; doned,w?Rren wit chﬁgre ot o %15‘ an il
hl_g_her _than ettls%eou icial d Puroses ¢ ag mrétlr‘rlvt e present
official fIgUI’ES agswrtneSEE orFro I \n t?r SRl ?vd Pevece isJ}Johssible gnlg £ wr t s | sie il fral Hgm e %}( g i
S

ogt conc usron thlsr ba Tom hoth ¢ mmeur‘tl |elzsrt§ tro tlon a alnst those
gr P a Slate  Mme |a_whlcﬁ I ortsot é ead% near uture i

ooeg
=

|ts |n 1 e tﬂmca[

1S
institutions, n?n o vaf N arc sr
Fﬁc Ftto etstﬁﬂs ESIUIIOH in Mani Uf ere reaskm earate &1\6
ety

I§
ommrsszrgn2023 omen 00 frlgnrtelgﬁstotbn% eheﬁglraﬁ@ P tYIS %rnEen:g ot sﬁar : e arvrgvltée uertsmact ot %rHSSEP B9¥mﬁdI5| ste#]s arc ngit?tatoerrI Ch%re scTrTeevsWé esrc%en%u t Snr\)/ualcangisscg?%m mst ﬁ) u
i °’r9§“é%% FtaVI thear?%ltrest,e%s <t et E e ﬁ?erealLv menlhas In atede C|a MHRE %loq iy Y,‘%’VS eoake }ﬁ S L ubrsh wpt(ﬁ C WIETE N elen &5 vic gg 3531 g
enrsﬁ‘ Faihs in erstar%j ol Paﬂ( ancri engp fgrrrlrgc acccdab gerr tlow t e Int?lib\;ﬂ f” ainst aéltUJLEa m(irrg Srooanrfg m% e abee oA et Se?is?&nehs weaino o tﬁﬁsgf)%r{epmrlda%ha we
smgem s tan bo Aot Al ng unEh ol t Wl t el 89 b0 5 Hle Qame v IX C%T’d“’vmuarls'sﬁé%%%% Bl it 0 hl r?dat” % Lfecr oI tor ihose
?%ﬂgtgc ! mtotw hoy 53 téolweg éf)eyto 52 tate Jor K]%cr?l;%cgta%sec: lrl f 25 g;]us ot{gré:r%%snstwwr'zt%g mgew;%l‘rllgygtr%%u%Ogugevre]real e g L%e,%t L sonell ggﬁtlecrang%lﬂst ouh Ttne %;;concragse t)reegE E)It?n qootwenr
rcsdlgoar eﬁvéﬁ'ﬁ"wsﬂe"m nlcﬁeMalshaFr]rang had s sae i i i &rveritzstrcc P%t ?tr N paputaton. Along it pi- gl 2 rosacomtrﬁ ttanaCko P
cutfing acros comrﬁ i |es beg n nsylmenty n G a ald ISVl s Cycle rho e 5 ored. ntﬁe fn gbrrn i nessan vgo fa'éﬂ CSIth&allhiaht {emple dnc. ot Pbegg hfaﬁ i %Hatt e o
i Becind ou { agning for K/Igaae} ! |t ation rw ther hand, at ;Hebsent the t oder medicare is able. 10 oman ien Wal outwhenasearchll h
B t 1 ere arc nossi ||t|es Eo 0 Oe stt mHoh aia m mot ersto |r uropear}Unlon eafecon- nyone % & 0 nothing EXCEPIFWW ceedstoq/vaﬂlnaﬂe |recron
m“fmancﬁ P, ments  Marriage Act ?ﬁ whic ﬁ re&tané‘therrgrandchr vertsoonlrtmtogrergrous %}wargtﬂ ringing. Pcacc, Iﬂ%dsé‘/mlfomalICANEf-M £ Fetfd h gt
o nacle ol NGEMENS s eﬁ)er Bememed i onewenv?natrs apeng | i msteag modem IWesses ave thgr d WQ” m?dsbo he ngs ot '"WUS'U”
and you can get statrs mso i teégl Hons.to t(hrs W rshnotaﬁe qlousrgnhc. gunan Vidlencean roots In_heavy pesucr e an %qg la ?Inalefﬂte anle
& Aumber ofwidowedand  Proble Esplte i Michael XICWJ 15 Conflicts not betweer seg on culture. Further,  [aden and den t fj 1 HW‘ cllanta 1(0500‘”5 liaht Frot & fan US%“
vorce ?menﬂccauco egg i er?s'?nmpto om sugt A i betieen |onrsnusd0|\étet$uotwgr? JLesTcoc men \grlrm s |craeem m m ﬂdOCS At vunerabl, v a1 e
e qval ag/ Dftinson Sendone marr?ag s, IS 1S Peace |n nbafs i non-trtlan‘ I£ s sl ﬂ/l eh Pru e ECU(J"“"UES odipin  victims o 033 scrutin
Bit t | | sﬂncta rori or maney M Ih e“ ri |s m e need.of th ELH T ‘“ his right pockct and dro 53 ncedtoelotheourselveswr
ML ao\% meacflnlqﬂcﬁ ot vﬁ1 anipur nPrﬁmo o a%amst e ictims of bot e R CarinoGer -

r\lqa o, ntoee outstretched he Slx Pillars’, whlch are
co mumltres *n and ou trv s and preservatives. | (d butashc %assesa roup IRU gr Trustwr
¢ alttﬁrtuatron is 1o oft reewo bendingo i e ersponsr y

Sory registration 0 ar
riages I yttt o”ﬂg

0
by T o 0

g‘{‘smg? Oﬂ IOFﬁE

el ﬁsunjor UH&I% eat SWI

eearI n%rremmfanlgoe grcaa ueraotseS rushes e Sto)
onemo tempandyp nches ing aTnt/swrt% one% r%gand
rl

=535
1“0<<

ndoned” mothers |s very un ort nate s dnnaraion e a
CAIATEn, 10Ul S0et derstan ah tﬁ [}

Guwahati

thaLljh‘%te hal Rat a

dcsan

bout 2bandoned t f ne fis 101

:o‘frucf“a }:n: tgrge rrn[a:tr;#o%gi mgrrrigegsgn%f?urﬂms?sretrfg oy rermtogmﬁolen%ce fi m urstdh Im tég I\ﬂ% @E/_H@Zsrtegrat%saoch\g%ce"%r %H{P i m“rpcttjn[g al'ne ndso nwen Lon Rrgnht @“fggb&%?cmsﬁr é{h‘e“EB‘“FF

o ol hnﬁ i Pﬂgm el cmgren % amrf1 vb)r\en U ket MG ccna%cc f gmoeras?cu Mo ﬁv'ecfﬁh WrYdfOO E har@ i, ims Lo, e e pol'f?r;'”ﬁ natfing i

ndsthhrﬂt1 an ot at I|}l ccausct ,X;IEI rﬁ villages and in retallaﬁon *5[ Séan without |U|'[PE[ ChongmamTha amB nﬁ ?mg ma gouc[H; eyc plicate yo a

3aé, B ﬁ\'“enve”n'?ﬂ;ier e sam Mcrggratac 0KUK VI %ﬂ P octcl ng Sadig Hussa L0 & Unwr oen! Whet e royd
cha

nipur President, am§u

IS% 3/ Students' Union (§M

Articles and letters ap- Yes mdeed what a char-
Online Wrjt ers Course

IS ttal: N cach of at th elnEPI
Petmal J jt bt “cstg b L e
by

§;§IStTrend%:ntaar{ﬁ$§avnﬂc%O% hthecommunltlfﬁ ere nf\g/l or EJ cran]rutoranY

th actey! or
Antnance y i‘ures%ssate £ Kommo "ft%etl erlyarr 0 %c mirunit buf: |tP Food safety the views of the witers But ﬁ‘h"k a%arg I%o Yol anteod%tlam E [ahtsnA{Erp

| 6 mCICy an Chlld; J hors and not that of - yo(rselves i the gentléman o
%ancral positions 0f these  this rgr%eanota fit AHHI%?&& IS un ortunate nd un- kuneenuvng get OO B Fefers to the rocent T‘f]eshnlong Times %ﬁentmned or thge man in %osbs%antengmancom



THE SHILLONG TIMES. SHILLONG. THURSDAY, JULY 20. 2023

“You are never too old to set another
goal orto dream a new dream. ”

— Les Brown
The Shillong limes
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Scathing NIT1 Aayog Report Card
THE latest NITI Aayog report card on multi-
dimensional poverty index puts Meghalayaﬁust
above Bihar amongst the states with” the highest
|np0vertyrank|n% his may come as a shock for
the urban elite who have lost touch with ground
realities in their state, But for large sections of the
% pulation in Meghalaya poverty isa stark reality.

nIythosesntlng in |vorK towers making policies
that don't resonate with the people who most need
to be lifted out of the black hole of poverty find
it hard to acccpt these harsh realities. It is also a
NITI Aayo repcrtthatover37%ofMeghaIagans
live below%ﬁ *poverty line. Meghalaya has been
unsuccessful in poverty alleviatjon because it has i
not yetcome up with an economic roadmap that its
peoFIe can be part of. Add to that its population
explosion. There arc never enoth resources to
meet the needs ofa rowmgﬂpopu ation where the
family size isstill 7-10 in the villages. Poverty is
replicated in every household where a teenag ﬁlrl
becomes pregnant and delivers a child an
continues to 050¥earafteryearwnhoutaq E In
most eases the husband |sen?aged indaily Tabour
where he is Lnpaid if he falls Sick and iS unable
to work. But statistics have also revealed that at
least 41% of households in Meghalaya arc led
by single women parents, The main reason is the
ténuous nature of co-habitation or living together
which carries no stigma. But living together with
no formal ties also means that the couple are at
liberty to break up the relationship at any given
time. The matrilineal socicty enjoins upon the
mother to look after her children hence the father
has no responsibility and hardly ever maintains his
children after abandoning them. Family planning
has complete% failed and an av\}/ talk of contracep-
tion is met with resistance, Women have become
reproductive machines. Safe sex is a taboo subject.
No wonder Meghalaya has the highest total fertil-
ity ratio (TFR) In the country.

Inthe current situation iniflation is rising at an
alarming Face Malnutrition and under-nutrition
is rampant since nutritious food isout of reach of
most families. Healthcare is beyond the reach of 0
most families becausc government hospitals arc
ﬁoorly equipped and usuallz/ have no medicines

ence peaple don't frequent them. Primary Health
Centres and Community Health Centres'in most
villages arc, funcnomn? in the breach hence insti-
tutional deliveries arc few and far between. Most
villagesarc still not motorablc and it docs not seem
that they will be any time soon since the priorities
are skewed. Unemployment is a huge challenge
because emﬁloyment generation has not been
able to matcn the young_population entering the
job market. The best brains from the state arc all ¢
working outside. Ironically, the number of High
Net-Worth Individuals (HNJ) is on the rise and
they belon%totheclassofpolltlaansand business &
persons. Obviously much of the funds for human
development flow into private coffers. This is not
a state secret. So who will save Meghalaya from
this free fall?
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“Conscience is the window ofour spirit,
evil is the curtain.”
— Douglas Horton
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Rules for byreaucrac

THE Indian bureaucracy, fashioned on tife lines of
the well-oiled British governance systems, has ils
inherent streng s, The *best brains™ are believed
to be recruited and inducted into the apex of the
administrative system. First home minister Vallabh-
bhai Patel rightly called 1AS the “steel frame’ofthe
overnment *which, of course, is bossed over by
fhe political class. Though these officers owe their
allegiance to the central |government they arc split
into various state cadres, Periodic changes have been
introduced in their service rules  and the latest such
is bound to raise a row. It would, from now on, be
solely forthe central %overnment "o decide on puni-
tive steps - like withholding or withdrawal of the
retirement benefits ~ vis-a-vis IAS, IPS and Indian
Forest Service officials, though they all serve forand
report to state governments. The previous practice
of taking such decisions on the basis of confidential
reports %CR) gwen by the respective state %overn
ment has beéen done away with. This would mean
that the central government would exercise more
control over these officers while the states* powers
arc'reduced’, Thiscannot be music to the leaders who
run states. Their treri1 uent complaints have been that
the Centre usurped the rrghts ranted to them by the

Constitution under the federa system.

When the Constitution was framed and India
tured itselfintoa republic in 1950, this nation was
still in its formative years. It won Independence in
1947, when several prrnceIK states wielded pow-
ers over the people. While the princely states were
merged and states formed on linguistic lines, the
framers of the Constitution laid stress on the federal
structure of the nation. The powers of the ccntral
%overnment have been limited in several respects.

ther than for defence, national finances, aviation,
railways ctc, slates have the freedom fo govern
their resgectrve territories. The basic concept was
that ‘without states, there is no Centre*, However,
some 60 years later, it s time to have a re-look at
the power-sharing arrangement between the stales
and Centre, Some regional satraps in Tamil Nadu
have barred central investigation agencres like CBI
and ED from operations in their stafes without statc-
permission. This could derail investigations by these
agencies, be it in respect of economic offences or
even in matters of terror-linked anti-national acivi-
ties. Also, as in West Bengal, officers of the IAS-IPS
cadre were browbeaten by state governments vis-a-
vis their day-to-day functioning. These officers are
predictably caught between the devil and the deep
sea. It is time tie Centre keeps national interests in
mind and suitably modrfy their service rules. The
scenario as it existed in 1950 and today are vastly

different.
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0ups in Manipur for Prime
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silence. Meanwhile the Su-
preme Court has also taken
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video and sought answers
frfom the state overnment

of Manipur. Butwas this too
little too late. When Colm
Gonsalves was plea mg
on bIEhbaIfOftlhh Zn

eople before the apex cou
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tough on the state of
nipdr. i a chrIIrnq account
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the perpetrators of the crime
want to deliver a death blow
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G-20 Meeting

Consensus eludes

By DrDK. Giri
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8f Frnancse Iﬁ %rsters ang
FMCBG)ofthe G- ZOcoun
ries I Gandhrn on I
nd 19 July. T aver %nce
loc

lance on
Russia- Ukrarnc ar persists,
Hie meetrng end’ Lr)rvrt out
|ssurng ajoint statement
Many bserverswouldhave
erha) surtrcr atcd a con
ensus statement unﬁrthe
r"rertf orter Bt
ndia kno.y i
kiR
aIanoe However that
was not to be. New Dehrs
&stu eofneutralrt the
rar&te war sh ou ave
develop a consen-
sus On the contrar% no
?20 trnﬂm India has so
h a consensus

ki g
records the drscussro s and

drs reements a ing p|ace
h? meeting. odrn
Chrna

and Russra olhjcctc to the
mention of UKraine war, in
particular heg rases [ike
|mmense hum nsuﬁerrno
and “cxjccrbating exist-

s

Global South. New Delhi is

certarnaytu]tr Iésnnﬂthfs é)pf

move tﬂwards accom Irsh
Ing such aspiration.

he G-20 process, Ipdra has
een |noto mobilise SF
por fo re orms of multi
eral_banks, other frnancral
[p tu ions ofcrhtate the
evel

J—

2=]
=2 o

eve
underlined, “there will hg
a contentioys Issue

which we are no?dlscussmp

atthrssa eatall. Our prio

|try S develoy menalrse[s
c

n ncc fro uI eraI
ms‘tétutron]st sustam eGdsi
tec| rFoTo |caPtransf rmatron

en
emp at |ca|yeva[syve on the

Ukraine war. H?dsard It s
not a creatjon ofdevelop |n%
and emer |r}? countnes t
not a priority for us.... Our
pri orrt\]( isnotwar, That is not
our priority at all. That may

"The meeting ended without issuing
ajoint statement. Many observers would have
perhaps anticipated a consensus statement
under the current chairmanship of India
knownfor her inherent strength of
accommodation and balance.”

|n% fra&rhtres in the global

Se 5ra em-
ers condemned the war
and hﬁ tragic conscf ucnocs
it has been‘causing in term

of oo e é’n‘dsté’rhh'”

which cc I from
U rarhne and RausE h

sccrfcal referred
s ﬁdsrn oexten eaI

t
n i r?:ugamcewmtgcer
Nrnnala Sitharaman briefin

i
that, ofoord ass,ng t)hrougmh

lack Sea shéruld not
heci stopped or sus-

thongh India has so
r remarned nleutral on thg

Ukraine war. it asexpresse
deep. conce[}ns abayt

Uinedrikmasian d%‘ve'ﬂ

gng geﬂ’tcrrsrs?gllowrngqgé

Cﬁvrd 19 pandemlc and the

Ma]orr f the low-i IB
come con trrcs 15 In de
drstress Bef re the meeting,

n 16 Jul t U\ﬂeasu
ecretar anet cllcn. ha

eypron
wee 15 10 re ouble

CO PFIUGS 10 rj(e ?ml;

agamst ﬁu&sras Iega

%Qhrswa is frrs and fore
niota rm erative and
fsmgnebes in we can
or rr'y

IMF Krrst n
Georgrevr amost end orse
the perspectrveoft eTrea

gUIa/ Fﬁl’:ta[}‘/ly Edﬂ sh €
We‘”erfﬂﬁ“c P&h[::a:tgao[h it
ol Gane ”a?f'%ﬁr'@.yng

widespread turmoil.
The Qitcome Document

co E}rrsrn%% ara rapﬁa

Crarr rndrcated
aIJorrt 0 non ﬁnt

t Stated that the war
was cons.raining economic
rowth, mcreasrnF inflation,
IerPtmr? chalns
eg e %eneo andfo?
instcurit) and el vatmﬁ -
nancial stability risks. There
were alsodiffcrent vrews on
war situation and sanctions.
Whrle reeo nrsrn that the

1250 ve seourrty |ssues |
acknowledq1 fhat securi
SSUes can signi |can
conse ences for the worl

601 pote tha Ini
asplr'r?ng Isohet ev%rcen olthlg

m)urc

be a prrorrty for somebody

0 be sure, avordrn'd
reft erenc ¢ o the war while
drscussrn% its conscquences
s not a priident methodology
for an authentic drscussro
e]crrtrcal link of the war
wit cconomycannot e lost
an th emanagersofG -20 In
Delhi. It Is true haklack qf
consensus on the
anaksrgn 0 klratrrtte hast
locked any joint statemen
terthe&yig mee § 0

fion In Ba (fast year simi-
lar drvergences amond the
members were evident but
they agreed on the use ofor
thr}at of nuclear egln
étn E ]r,rcq it oeacefu resolu-
|ono

mit.in India
shoultfdo hetter in cIoslrjn%

| mh Idojerlrdthtevvlar
ndia should diplomatica
ou?l aﬁ stops rn'accomohshv
n |h|so ective.

It’%fOUI’ gssessrnen HECUIIV‘ES

effortson burldmgaconsen
sus, Prime Minister Modi |s

ot resolve together to come
|nthewa of sewecan

Wo
|ne a%oals oaflth 0st-
orld War-11 international
political order, preventing
conflict and fostéring coop-
eratr nwer eIusrve

n all. it would have
heena reat |p|o atic eft
or Ind ato ave eena
to build consensus on t he
causes and consequences
of the Ukraing war. Indran
offrcrals maintained {

rainc war is e
y nd the re

mayhetecnnroaliycorrect
Ht Jh e real worl Id
Istress and disruption oft he
world economy due to the
war in.Ukraine, let alone the
oathftrc Igssof menand e
erial In the way. LrllgeM i
said o Putin that, "It IS no
{ime forwar”. In the run-u
tohe summr in September.
ndia xanHcontrnug harg
onen ing thewarand Russi
Ukraine comrng on lo
the ne?otra '"ﬂ tabic while
reit eramq a Mo-war strat-
in dealing with bilateral

P The writer s Secretary
Genergl Afsntor emo-
cratic Socialism)



THE SHILLONG TIMES. SHILLONG, SATURDAY, JULY 22. 2023 (SIX)

emeessacesn | ot the Manipur Violence be Need for a unified
e e the last one: We love Manipur — tribal party

The Shillong Times Sounds of quishots ac By Pramod Boro inthe st é/havefougltll By Barnes Mawrie
e o R BRI e s
NCW fails Manipur Women % bk by Meiels 1 fihrs el 2L e on%?ictrr\%l S Il?slg%ec I%EE umar?sP Iesw %ewowlp oﬂ il frog g lnba) e %\'\u’%flfgleesﬂﬁﬂgulpff‘e r:genﬂ
MORB and more skeletons are tumbling out lgnn?a eciwasn %?ﬁleeﬁln’! %ﬁ%trseot htrgaﬂ%aem#“ ot o e Jood il nlée sgrae arad[\g i P ioal eretc i g 1incEJPgvernmen g
ict 1%19 S Serstochy oetion

of the Manipur cupboards and they are all very - {GEAMY I} 6 (00 gr} mrmw Uals or groups at ur reateu% |ts own cm% s durlngtg whileAPHIC hlch rough} aboutﬁ]m%n?ulg?lgh opour
]ence j s L

% nd
i i i can I ewnqwgutF ¢ ing conffict ogether rommen
troubling. Itis now leamt that the National npretumtotYmrnorm S Curremlm life is diffi- lm(rped;l (e 650 gAmﬂn Je norn-st. !]eagder of e g, | af iLis Ea%t? bccachterel
Commission for Women (NCW). Chief Re- g Qhes sogin moveae% cult anipur e i 1o asncalk/aum omc no. unifiéd tribal polit el
. . € development agerda o among nc ommuni- ota i |t Iskﬂ' jr nlque osmonl s%ortsh oiceat the center. Qur triba

kha Shanna received a complaint letter from 'Qte etlsrtéte%?eaece enﬂhtll it ané ngmlsoa i T egon - iyl ght e rins ang gul eneursﬁ 'J’ aining se ara[eaum omous eaﬁersw 0°arc disperse

ion, as this Iw Uy i states fromAssam, That was  among. numerous natiofa
the women who were paraded naked, groped ety depencent gn, K pos 05 3 Tiekt 13 peacefu' ﬁnm erdsnE m“s or e Peumr' n%%"a.ﬂﬂé' e 7eason why. this p aﬂ Tegional partlescano b

(. an
ére fs i/?fh"le“ rea?f%no?ﬁlﬁ staﬁs%foéay at}{) ﬁ gatlt‘{sl%enéﬁoﬁ
& C%hﬁ 'e}'f umalis foveir e e nE‘n’"t"anﬂe r?uSsx"xe& il

1
2, 29 ind Jne 13t eceve fespon [ setweensatﬁn {Hg)ghs%r?‘beélna ets;J oen[segreg a?]vantaeofoyr%baleggl
rom them. So she left the matter at that. How 71 %r f
) S | on-trial droups, the need  1lin eemetmkeleRSS
convenient! Rekha Shamia in her own defence ?oa s?aen 3@8 e I%whus teab Qe in 1 goegg{?h% Secu&“s|nﬁ%scuerﬁtssv9|es'g Ce" CIX% gIOC"CCaSIUWd ortrlﬁléadp the rF arc. ulilxeprolltmﬂqt lslacu
Ihere W) dnot be sma\e 9e1 rno? e R 3 H ace. E on

S e A i 0 fojoin g ma on
says her role isadvisory in nature. The lady ap- g hot mdandnotasm nd, SUCCESsIve ne;la”t“m% £Ven n S he %[%ap% r]ess Ea i g J| has bcco%c %n he JC succecdlng Io
parently has not read the flneprlntofthe powers ory  thers |5v|o nce and mur auded In resen nurgeman nccessarystep rvea e between Us.

! I lﬂwe i ogeﬁtqla\%s %V'%a Bea% IS |’[0r th ?irsﬁl ne|thersecH1r tgé{wn%trggﬂmf géslrieor its many positive
and functions ofthe NCW. Under her leadership 3 opert 0 r)fchde tla sgcnl thresf gsm a?swﬁoprog’kewollenceaso Sy 4 |arge IJ[HbEI’ Wetribal >eople o fNortheast India atv but a small
the State Commissions for Women cannot be - NGt and el fucl Moq“Pfhs%’ e e minory n idia andsicepoliclrpreenaton
expected to function any better. But what better eresailuslon osf ﬁw%mm 5 ountry |s ased on Fopu ation, our impact
hool

rEcione ISLES epmen Wﬁ'ﬁé%so‘t”ﬁee fgs'tpea” e He Herreh%ggrqg?gr[ce ||nnp%ul|rcymak|n at the center Is insigrificant when
e . 9 Wi .
can be expected from political appointees? If Ugg Dec pou% ool %W? sghgﬁoensure% Ihene g%lteeriea[&te y J?'%%I:'ﬁ {1 stan:! dividedamong ourselves. But imagine

sZ9

and later rap*d and that she had writien to the JJo¢%; " splrn Wagds cic nggfe'lﬁtgncelpﬂeg;“l)ﬂa notner s ignis
Government of Manipur as far back as May Ewa‘{?rod;mhe?{ﬁg“gerﬁﬂﬁfe HE((/ YB an gﬂwfsm txwx;%yEWlﬂgaﬂg
1

23,29 and June 19 but received no responses evmﬂ] e Wlll e, 1 even e snuatlon

ere lavebeen war% ESI E)éﬂ ages In violcncc

icts in Stime Harto while! eoﬂe?sme dlscussg

e reall W ﬁn Centu
i

g253

o<z

Rekha Shanra had understood the grave respon- and aly waers nd an |ct* |sedmy %eselns s IF e Merters e ofe sisters ifall tribal leadersfmm Northeast India come
sibility placed on her as an advocate ofwomen’s Y21 orscan art their ai s uchve loseour  beck ang iljwee yhis, 2k et s, Hichome hich s together under one banner, under one political
rights and if she was a gender sensitive person K| mpﬂsandgoumer Kill maFc ; resmre(? nas for - ol sioe fack, 10} 9 dinushal,  partyard with a common |deo|o?¥ whataforce
9 gena pers riing, de 0 faissns ard oy see. el 0 - Tection. courage, morals,and ~ mecould become at the center. Trsuch a tribal

her soul would have been stirred to take a flight ygo 'm}r Ao J"ME'S olds %f? fﬁout c%réq o ﬁ?fgmtﬁggﬁ pggyggypoﬂagg SQOH s et pohtmalpartycouldsenduMPs(MeghaIa a2
to Manipur and sec for herself if there was any pohticaj 100 ciu?aral cllents El%epo nma%an communite ecﬂlréle(ies- time o consiii e i Nagaland I. Mizoram |. Arunachal Pradesh 2

basis to the complaints. In fact she should have B urSEIﬂRm ol IS'f Eno € ar%;%on etcnosﬁa rd ?ﬁ"m\ngu\%cgnsgvcgm chg%eaﬂoﬁzgﬁfri%"&%iﬁr T UFgglemlr\nﬂatﬂlewztolalmgsgfﬁ}{lsfég}n|e€vﬁa‘%;0
met the complainants in person because Manipur 15 %k 5 o ei{lc%'rseﬂnawfstf i ﬁurfnr%mogncg”ﬁsfna”%ms sith cnc sates. bargammgpowernt*wouldhave in the Lok Sabha
is in a state cf war and not just any other state. Ihesf e E)X(arc"'wﬁ grg{lcﬁf ] PRI en‘J

_o
S
m
S
I==F

=
523,
=)
=3
oz

- SlsBR Seb . W n;n;svue"agm g iR
But Sharma fallw todo any of that, However [esolu! |on C Iars na BU{Ihe&/dO nol ?ergl encod &H%/ ngemgnls EAY ﬂB C HSI ers 10 be aken The NCPWh ch
she is very quick at reacting to cases of abuse Silgtion atses, golmuans 1p oct O st sy oncg @m Qu euse% or i £0n 6% ﬁlsralﬁest ues- It . Thepresent development

il A ey are of E]eo‘ om%a evelo mem and welfare tlo of where |s w% b Fllsﬁ in BJP fuled tribal-dominat-
of women in Rajasthan and West Bengal obvi- somﬁl o%arhsauonsexg i “Hpﬁ‘“ TalS Who %n? AT 1¥ erish asa.r dt I

E 3 ESTS ”Ie are content with their rou- ﬂl aso ?ur ildren? 1 fwe ly de on .denccq most trl%l sae50 fe%aqngﬁ e

ously because -these e _npn-BJP ruled -Sta[es fexe a| \é?enééase Occnomc e rfuuel i 0L enetan ue[ty fVIEIXM WIE 1 %?unrcoc Sn” Eon lict ﬁts Iﬁg Bﬁ%hl}assfal ré;nfaglﬁ%gd Ilans and eprlve them”gf
Isn'tthis the teight of political partisanship? Or als, ¢ ool greegluuésnceu\?g}]?%?aﬂr ngveorMent bu%larseooofa i 10 imageandnow & being ~ all minoriy privileges, is
was Rekha Shanna told before she took charge k& & °"p1 e eri“ Ha[ Insisten
)i

T AR
sfitutiors, organis mn II these i m 10eIVed as a Cojyupt party — one mamfes tation 07 such
of the Commission that she would have to toe Pellmeo BRGOTIIGY aler Bt ined 2 ke on confi d[ n Ioagrommm Idenﬁ]l”%[s fi VE%EETE e&ﬁ{@ ﬁai%i\fe{lyev[étl%nﬁng% arhlvkl%eff\ngarrrlu\?vhse%%ﬁg
) i mingset, gl resolve 0 reso?uu ccrsan(? SIC MSXC Shoufd e . lon 19”” st Thelt are @ Jon CeQIble  als acoount for more than
the BJP line? llvelg H pore, 0 f( Ay e e el Ogl 05{ 9 pi aﬂ ”ﬁ g reasons why such a par 100051 the o populallon
) ) imes coan if groups  fake ES?qu 1l Srolsly ion from e|ag reahad 5 urgent]N  SuCh 3 ety the number would
Interestingly the Member in Charge of the ﬂ\;??gg et 95 W'\lgenfe iy magg F & of r?evrvgrrﬂennolone[clg ﬁ%"nc'ﬁ ¥n|0 enc%e an |nsecunm¥|0 o 10 Iy be much higher i Some
North East Cell inthe NCW is from Meghalaya.  fealize {aat e wptl nfict. e AcUssions in et of safety. tranguillty oIS, r{ﬁ” Yfisiba e - otfer trbal commun
] ] M ) S pleotNorolst Indla ar Were recognize S
et mcn i, (R0 B o s (LN S B
she has used her time in the NCW very well by {1 1‘%|Pﬁswﬁn Ihe?u% & D Do IE)X }ufin%?ld 5 ng'mvav °e°;%°vc ik eripg, ) |¥t‘ orhosifiy in ourcuwtr I hased 00 % reusely pecaush inbal
visiting several states across the country such  alue of Fumanit wh OEPOSIUOH ar_tées and tf[ estf IM} Iﬁ and pledge 3 0 ulation our impact in communmes arc divided
) o e mmunty against n i partsn consceratons, I /%1 1 blame o1 0 ste glor pol
as Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat ~man ormal ciicurtances, hov- - another WIH 0t rsalye 16 er

(.,
o
=8

oB2
Bx
s2=
So
E
=53258
=20
=
=S
=
g5

r |n%theccmcr| tly. ifthere were tobe
. . Therear InSlﬁﬂCEShWhefe ver It may ¢ an jtem on - issueofconflictand violence,  ate | fél)\ilﬂmcgnmon nwscef\m gﬁlngp Péqﬂ?ﬁel)al{gveﬂﬁ?}ge
etc. She recently visited Nagaland but Manipur natlur[e nsc(ff 1902l U L b Imy%nvtE g s ;o Eerb earp];znttl Dvercome gt oceur eyl 1t e pu, i N? hLﬁ i A LA vote for it
: : ull leaders from Northegst India
6 o sonfr. Avyone n o s o i ey MRS Siltond, Gal i WG
understands ihc briefof her appointment would n%smm o I|sn%2)a i of i J ansof%e counry ool s a0 “”'Yers{t{e?r g cuiolim il tacfes banner, e one poltce ol 'gonr??cotogetr i
have insisted to tin; NCW that an official visit Igf o et aqieren OIW' St%fe'algﬂ“jgﬁa'gé'? o Cnc% ,Ompan ea, e deolo Ahataforce W ot gnyselfch mouvanon
be made to Manipur more so when letters of h vi Ug Fot GSW feccq} EVEH%HCO fﬁﬂl%w ntegrty and sociel we n et ey

. . . sterottne  hat there can g[( ltso ace ﬁOUI
complaints had arrived at the desk of the Chair- sn{émﬁ)e derT'%‘ut'mei‘ b”ednoeler%rce w&m g%;zgsrr}ﬁgéde&aurglwtsﬂwat o%lral[vi ‘gie EDC
person. But that was ofno concern because the -~ Luiner Kin %E bpes a0 ere*o?ewcanno {iae D Tave conduged o1 gomﬁ £tes Nis ?rammg A ung e ikl o
) : e er relzet o e wnere and I|t resegrc% nconeﬂm e and begihs treating patients, Tnpura {y o & ynifid rta) oaty.
Chairperson had probably made the briefof the n{ég/} Riasy Coun viotencewil o occur s engine A ? il and unless we have.a
Commission clear to other members which is to }{'Zségﬁuyg“v”” ot f:jmo“m e p e”%ﬁ ET C'e%nor ?gﬂsna't"escc msnllrna'mrﬂ? and et ge. Mis o te L4ioal s caTese polce pay
keep their hands oft'the BJP-ruled states. gﬂ'esmllcmlufnv %Inaq gﬁuaf%gheve et wﬂ rcon wglen a0 completes fis Ewerwcwouldhaveinh femairp &llltlcg"ymﬂf lﬂgg
In this qross abdication of duty the entire I|csv&ﬁ1ca§mﬁ1er }-clu ans Sar”"s th th |cg\tlwea oeﬁeagelﬁcsen ﬂlﬁﬁ malrét %[trg;rlwglggéwmillas”?e- Rg“?% %aswelq_ssmthg ézcenos%cllc%IK/ e%méréa%en
Cor:wmissi%n stands indicted andywomen ac- %an%]enp rg p?ace o aerl[ques i Fer' i Moo 7 Mﬂ% in the Lok pana and °”"J‘”m" Hestened. WC“"

f esy be'rferg

= S
S

cntcr.

e
Ny e

i
ofic is Megha
b Bl et

Sso

aresomalor%a/nsmslasnomcean es na ISYhmﬁnneJ oftEe S0Cl
) 00|

iever wen the fods i ema ERONS e Tt o 1L D MEs i the lave |%“%{'e? | caeble
tivists ought to make an issue of this injustice vwve?]ce nl??l[mg o P cowehanﬂ dgstro house§ Kvoa voc e for e ot chlire e lauidw“ the $Jya Sadia, Winat el e Igadaers mlel%ry S'&Srofatﬂe
where the NCW Chief has made light of the i human IP@“%% PaRone e touiaRes&”ﬁwres % umaélsnyca & earma%ﬂ s TN O P t}nﬁge NottheasI s Togion hoarg undoubltedlav
i : i I a paculr Shcaton and (o) o3 orb ved a rofuist  Defore en gg| inany frm nUgOVEfﬂmemﬂ“hECCﬂth £{0Dring OUIHPOHC
quasi-judicial powers and the right to investigate g%[ﬂésioﬂﬁfgf'eftpe”og ?kﬁ rlie Ay A HOO gwﬂmg
and summon witnesses that the Commission has ! not sty o fom in Manipur

. a e pol

(ﬁ jef. Binl- esenc has oP/ that we tri e1|
Ia gntog /ync AHII ofsuc ﬁywer tr|ba comE\um |Fsarealwa SVU
o enm mor?f 000 oI| tical party would ensure  nerable unless we stand up

never persists for an extended FYE call ea any dar n[j m- uman 1l eY 0
vested on her. Clearly the highest body created ﬁ?no En ‘ﬁ f;asm Inatlﬂﬁt ﬁg k Ioens ret%af/ |r
{

el '(]f( st|ce
to protect women’s rights lias failed them. Crstan esuffenngs of cqwnspuctedyrﬁm#reg%e glao sasfaeg ard%umé{rpr?&

ﬂ n I
Vil SOCl&X and Very active R? \uolcn%cor eqative be- would daretobypasssucha unification in the region,
occurs auri g

ha tribal voiceand demands  together as a united force.

m<

as become the burden on es ecially theH ancCh|ef 3 issues fundamen-  believe rail wou causc belicv, cartopnish world — policies, they have whole-
;b FiDemocr tic ir ﬁ IQ relatel reserva rcLuerrPaycleund!ees gﬂvﬁ vlv$ erletrhe cangolﬁsacrﬁme EP"a“”ﬁil m\é ﬁgg}eﬁrand

Need a critical  JyZ0nbiz 1 popultion s becer fiaget
SIUdy on éé D g[f{ § @(PIS?I'IZ;&WISE i‘l@ﬂ 4 CTItICa;he Orﬁ Orl%nr]"P e]m ra g‘ ﬂS Ily and somehow not  clear. | am noi adVOCa?I?ES

Sk B Talnas R ST eep B Salh s b

i overty g&pgggeneage points oaver %;égne%eegoverlé empower he%nmensmna Erh]e ushglaawerfuhentlrtéess %%t'tgFtotgese same harties grré%enseatl)&g?tw%nctrlnﬁ f;ygrrgssejf Bf”%

(Eggt% " ese cal Hanons s TRt Ky Bty o %?élbeterﬁwelrstar%pargjf y%m W i &l n?t@fnf] yp C%hicesFautsbl e‘;r &

Hae onc(:artlinga enwg base 3” the ch ﬂgﬁe BTt Ia"nuz%l ;
i

=

m
5
=3
=8
=2
=}
3
592
Zs
==t

sage

o Rtk g o 1 ks Imrmhsrio 3
ol i) IL Cts w@?%&}?ﬁ%“'é.ﬁ'p”lﬁ% e e m&g?ﬁssnﬁsﬁia%?ﬁﬁ@e i St i S
ernm afg ne gnoa ag reported n - dimensionally poor popula- ﬂ o et al rﬂour ce C? inpr w?pm orvicign 1
dsn zalfhas%r Ioutlrﬁ)g eh ?? c[]din 1o v 1§/E ¢ g You can’t have A E ?iw ﬁ : 3
B%(/ceiac}mct?lglcagsa i g“cs ?nwmtlgl% conﬂma/ tﬁfdﬁegsf o asé ana the cake and Yvan&stosgen o, Th JL% bir e ggsﬁesaﬁg Ifoomguy ers QUISTION - tead 1 copinging
Ql;eo vnee{vvfasngﬁurs%“% eat pat etically. Perl aps

state If hefshe..is an
mnocenttounalwﬁw 'Lv depr outh Wi ?ess 0§ ’ myes ent etrlnaentari Eﬁeﬁgéﬁtﬁ%ﬁ[
aro A aefore Eotofed pa ame e ou: n genel
ected in Indla - amnal % 1) oH|I rp(ﬂ tﬂ% whine B ou Qomecnity wih r%ftsderé
is it amu:rm ! Becils 5%,0 g%eg {lro i r‘q ?? Mﬁc'a T bl 1 fonpeEs ohe el

Bt

S

¢ arqued e TR s been & oce ok it Nkt on el 4 100 SCHCC 10 &
faus o QOVE’%& yithoit ]IOf hrearll\ls I?r?ﬂmé"&“é betweee% %[&g tavﬁoap‘gﬁgég s ;nedlcsocnltsrswnssglg?rg toou kae g e econ tﬂ oxacly t ESe lles mg@ {e tnemployment I s N}?"Ec'ﬁarj
ﬁgras QXS ang see %m g\aearl Sur%i Sst at muft- r%f/geéerwdr&aj i %Saiagog M% j [Heo d the tosossé fin 0 rapw sae csac t|t ve\?/ pmen 0¥ l vacHnnSeSs[ [rl%%negu acfusﬂ Shllong:3
peql ﬂﬁaYﬂfmCCiq 4G5t  CImensional™ poor popula- 37 Kl %?n ) ing e |sc ssians loulg H] ey f e tn read{ sagnﬂc‘f %elo dt| erde it Ilec e Artictes and leters ap-
opu EM“" 6 § J ntertained  nav \ﬁ J|c r{% g 1‘o X on es |she |I|C|ans pearing on this page arc
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Hip-hop and health: Why so many rap artists die young

/nTheys%rdw‘nWhasrglhoeﬂs'%mmgsIverdtengea'An Mpﬁed Another hearltbreakrngdconsea]uence |ds thalt strokes afng renal drseasBeI arke among the top

. ome on wide real- causes of deatl

nes tie galt[hy from the 2000 album by m Eulleﬁs hrt’ah | cause he ta%ed %%o t tﬁ ?ze fmah]graﬁ succysqs a?ter the& e eAy Scc 35 cd men accordem tonhe éenters for Drs ase C(Pntroi
% rez, Let's Get Free. isa block in fis art, % heThot 8. victi. am/eha- rappers arc an unfortunatel undan tcommodity. aps Preventiol It makes sense that the eca 5CS

lra an hem d drcated to diet, exercise man said. 'They don't value life too much.’ Juice WRLD and Pop Smoke are prime examples: a o promrnently figure rnt e deat so hip-hop

a5

’T y/o are wha ly U eat. so strive
to eat eaIt Msv oal In fife is not to be rrcg GoneJo ore retlrre ent
W ause ruewea come from a ran 10 ucer illa (32). rappers Bi
C R d J-Dilla (32 B
ealt an wise waps We got to start taking Moc, (33). Black th er (32) from the UK.
tIt it 0\rgr%uelrsercco nizcd as hip-hop's 50t lli%pdv n{ﬁrenp_us (40 ! )}%M DShe Iillu%tr(atgr(ﬁ,ferodm
ann?versary at unfortunate realary |spthatpseveraq Brrd_foc SSZ% B a%’L Rg‘b (523 gand Srﬁ Pun (%B\S
pr 'SJ’ %neer}ng artists aren't helre to cclchrate, all died from ‘heart attacks. Heavy D{ 4) experi-
e num pers who never live to'sec much encedaRAulrupnar enb Irspr that’led to is death
m e han SOJears themselves is astoundLng Prince_ Markic Dee (52) of the Fa olys passeE
ans can't_help but take no- away from congestive heart failur %
ti tat herr eers and favorr%e rapper arc d% 47 died, from heart farlure And Brax (21) died
rgy gFoyte ove of De L cardracarr t
ssed wa it February 2023 afterah tle \grrt gt /ﬁ( e Called Quest. Tim
eng§ “rheha'h“réf an%rl %B“wn %r er worl fo (406 ﬂnca IZrrs’v;eala IeFd 1507) aalhl oser away
T icafi i
with hreeEMafrapdred at the age of 43 ofa dru uru %5 Fgangsarr Busﬁwrcifgrll 52)Kof
overdose in January 2023. Takeoff, a member 0 he G(pto Boys, Hurricane G (g ) an
%he Atlanta trra |gos was killed in November % led fr m canccr. DJ K Slay asse way at
022. He was 28 years old, ? rom what was described as COVID-19 com-
Rapper Jim Jortes has claimed that rap is the plications.
m,o?t da gerous profession Fue to raglp s being Eazy-E died of AIDS at 30.
violent l]lle so fre uenty Simil Iz, rapper Nate Dogg's death at 41 was attributed to a
Fat J e e rappe ean endaEH relg.s e- .
eicy, pe Fial.cu pC s death af 33 wp> uI hbu ted to »Ivvh
put it more succi ctlx a p]ers re t00' much. a and an overdose of rup, Lexjl
As a rapper, a 's art and arfists, AI| ar %1) Chy nTn gzgg ock G, (57) all
and a pro esso of hip- ho | agree with Lu ﬁ1 e Fi- rep re v died 0f acci nta drug overdose
asco appers dre too' much. Whether it's from gun 2>1elodic passed away in eL sl eeg at tg
ptjehnce ear |sea%e cancher age Bg Po eyc IIapsc
drugs onstage an Wpasse aw dy
of r ers whose lives have Ecstady of Whodini died at 56.
ende rematurely is alarming.
A renewed focus qn hrialth
The (un)exceptional spectacle Unfortunately, this list of
rAmerrcan gun violen tragrc lives haltéd frﬁm ages 21
torjes of ' appers who dre 7is notacompre ensr eac-
vrolentl are weI known. News counto all the rﬂpgers who have
e qu.ck to report on gasse awaK well"Defore the age
vro ence in hi h op to support
herrvrew that rEe music and the The occafsron of celebratrng
p I? o mike It are ex cep- 50 years o rp erovrdes
|o&ral Holent Vrolence death a rnomen}1 to reflect and honor
n ttract attention. some of eartrsts who contrib-
Parranwf hdpsewrth racral ste- uted to the culture and are not
reotyping an scape o0ating and here to cclchrate this g%lden
rts easK t0 seewl}/ e murders anniversary., It's also, pérhaps,
p p op stars such as Ni scy an ogportunrty fo consider some
lusslc the Notgriou tcomes of systemic

of the o
Tupac Sh a ur an courltlBess other artists garner reported here before. Even twice some months. / They both sold four to five times as much musrc harrrers to health and weLIIIness such as access

50 much a en mew ere m hrs mrd twentrF as his deadlrﬂ after their d ath than when lhey were aliv (Fffordaple heal th care, varied dietary options
o pwere all taken by the vew Ameri- ?g Killed Here' was the  Along with being alarmed by these tra&edres and mental wellness resources.

can pJa ue 0 Ienﬁe ne saP HSIOF caI eadl t y r 'S |mpo tant to examine the conditions Gly hhe number o raﬁgersgnd other m

acco nf ofen ampIr ¢'spectacle of viglent Ap awful by roduet his culgure of con- Tfect mortality and attempt to get to the actual nent hrp op artists who oun ti-

f
Black eat even wheh/ they claim to honor those sumrng carnage Is that ?r hrn ds otvro lent g{un causcs rather than scapegoating”a musrcal form. matelgr may come down t ose rouslé/ akrnqheed
w oac S?e les people arc experrencrhnﬁ a | across Th dprez's instructions fr e H :

wrr en extensrvel qout the trend of arc berng srpotlr J op. and used h "v%c %)r to start taking better carc ofourselves ‘
scap %oatrnhp rappers, fsa F %prc ad- as exCUses ?1 i |nalize and patl oé:rz certain Prlev‘olencehrtjngvsa outheSdlrnes gunsare The Conversation)
gsset In thte song A KH rom my forthcoming geopeandte Hsrc en not the only causc fo concern rseases many
C

. the art they crc
mr}gtagdp W t eneruqhhor o0ods they rrye Inor the pllaces of them préventable gre also a fi [The author is Associate Professor of Hip-
H ythegunbutthey blamed the music. they Heart disease, lung disease, canccr "diabetes. Hop, University of Virginia!

600 years of Indjan  weres s ways to geat with your
h|St0 ry at the Met Chhel|(;.18junk food consumption

r] u havfe %chrld each tin
tone of theirs rrnrpsrvo
npg)rness T J rBfen| ereorthefrst fe
ened at The Metropoli- Mrnr tr of Culture, remarked: fresh flowers and perfumes. The ! TSt 1ew
Pr] Muse m of AT on s rﬂmense Hleasure lived trad?t*o o E%”H h 519[05 the take EﬂCh dgv%logmhentmakes
the exhrhrtrop to | arn f a Is_Interhationa dhrsm arc: foregrounaed here  YOUr gart Eﬂﬁ OSY wit
Tre and Serpent: ibition is bein organised along w hh the role of beaut rful -9W step, FW Sﬁ 000”513’” wor-
hist Art in Idia. 200 ptmh e Met, n$orn Colfabora- stories that found ex ression, {,'Ed ahol thelr healty ang well A
Erllumrnates how there igious |on wr h acons rtium of Indian the art adornrnrn] the upa This arentrng is often challenging and
andscape of anclent India’ was t0 cnhancg, cult rﬁ {ﬁ an exhibition t
ndia

E=r

niin T
transformed by the Buddhist exc a e betweenl nd the the senses, just as Buddhist wor- :
Rigsence. Featurrp more_than T ox hibition Wil most hrfﬂdohs J gthEY s Chlmehﬂ inSI e UImOS}
50p r}e ts din major defrnrtely rernvr oratc inter- uch of the earliest Indian f
Ioans from India, the exhibition India's cultural herra%e art was produced it the scrvicc He r\?%esscta‘{vg”t'retg saapnar{ehmaﬁhwmneahg
consists ofsp]ne sculgtures as- thrniul%h its aJtefact wgalth adp of Budghjsm, a relrg||on a tl Ut itiou Yy
sociated wit will Tead fo deeper understand- emerﬂ1e in northern” India in b help them dg t
gf the stupa -- the won mentaJ ing.of cultyral diversities of two the 4th century BCE as a res demaor‘r/‘r,ievuehk %OS 0 I?H l?h o w ?ats
ome structures that housed nations and appreciation among of the teachin softhe Buddh d ddld hey al
the B qdha relies well the ge%ple Iwrsh the exhibition ShakI){anér | hlst trfall gprlldaenes o ﬂces Ofgé{vealgom'”“”]
as m alwork rvory, ceramrcs agr f SS. organised exhibition” explore A % DI ook
paintings, andjewelry Itpres- “Ran hrrJarswaI ConsuIGen the pre-Buddhist nature cults PO [0 osr'%aVnV 'hea? “Sc%smm cté%gngl i
ents a series ohf evocalrve an1 eral of India. ork, com- ofJ dja that %nfluelncep early ater ﬁe ) pli
rn erlockng emes {0 revea mented Wcare tru delr hted Buddhist art. the rcle of stupas D Pailavi Rao Chaturvedi. a parentin
P the pre- Bupdhrst origins fo Ltnerwrth The Met rrn ang rclic wgrshrp,t ¢ role o{ L VIt e ?G ] IS%
i uratve sculpture in [ndia ing this im orant Budh |st patro s, and the influence o %%?gn Sl ?erwalrrr]ieaso%nraerrseo P
n teear¥ r\arraHve tradition x | ition fo t s e ndras lobal posrtron inclug- K fo0d-f I‘/
that wa? centra tolt s forma ve |éon will allo&/v t ed useumts ing |s mternat Ionalhtra elwrt In & junk food-Tree environmen
moment in. early Indian ar audicnees to delve ee into the Roman world, The resultin
Theexrhrbn}oyn I gartrcularlg/ Indrﬁ ancient Rast ﬁ %} art was cosmopolitan ﬁnd ; Bdrgﬂ g{gm'eng?e’ th ‘fs 1§ref|$t|sloavnd
Qr?elgt,ggﬂlﬁ scul tural masterf ml? hBudd o (1] t[and ic‘gldebrgtlrlt)rlneof R % dan ang F"Olk up to then 1 ‘”e"” fiind: Henet.
culture shaj ur imagination
. |s very impor U are setting occasiona| treat rathe thanare lar meal o
pieces from.southern India that progreg rhat fiseuhior- hi g o Iae[b hnoosmg nuirqr e, Tome. Tone SetJear rufes 200t howi Shtep N can'he

willbe exhibited to thelpuplrc tron s b erng held at a time when Hrghlrggns include sublrmely

for the first time, ing udfrn Ingla o cbratcs 75dvears of its beaufiful renderrngs of plupes, meal ovet fa
o pendence,

8 consumed such as oncc a week or for spccial

({ glelathreydffaftclpcgncccan be dellcmus and wan make M ke healh snacks accessible; Keep a

rocessonal 1l Ings ¢ fed Teach vour kids about varrety ofheal hzy snacfks readrtly available {or

onverse and educate r chi se fr ock r

the importance of acbalanceg drye and pliarn Hroptrons Iri ?resh Prurts cut vege{)abr] 3’

con- hole grain crackers and yogurt Limit

rtronal avarlabrlrty of processed snacks and sugary

value of whole foods and the conscqucnces of treats.

2T

newly discovered works of af Amnt sections of
from ancrent monastic sites in Mahotsav*, makes the event ways, an E
te eccan trully memorahle and | wish it pr tecte y awesome rearr %
Frenc)h OrlrleCIcrtorMa{%eK Ign ev%oxhn Gu SSFlo ence and Her- are the pre |o?rs rechcs markin &
said: "Buddnism inspired an bert [rving Curator of Sauth \and - ne Buddha's presence, honoreg the ”EPUA“"ﬁ Sfegts of excessive fast-fool
extraorfdrlnafrrly rnnovatfrvetand Sogtheast Asian Artt at The Met, through theseI sculpturalfadorp

eautiful flowering of art in sai rs exhibition prfesens ments » masterpieces of early  {cnen iR 6 0 processed foods.
ncient India, tis a tremendous {e sor the origins Bud: Bu art. 9 p

fonor to present At stunn?ng alt hrough e fen ns of he ma nificent exhibition, Choose healthier alternatives: When eat-

xhibition-ang to introduce ne ewI iscous(el maciernisces. which acss tns hstony of Bug: . ITvelve them in meal planning and preparc - ingout choose restaurants 0 ferin healthjer
Srscoverres LFrom e prvotaﬁ fom” earlsy InJrea It sh on?cases Shist art wias mads oyssqrbleub tion: Get your children. actively Involved in el paronsora Wider range of CL‘“C ¢ ok

moment I the istory of art-to  the beginnings of Buddhrst art Relrance Industrreermrted and Filoannsmgﬂ am b ar?e“rr?ghta%erfnwl_tgtet Sugges: Preschesrnbhrildrre%‘{g Sanlgotsrra rerllgur rélsotnosmaarhg

gusrp%ua? ﬁgnII(Csntcoct cexeress o4 wmr?lgnlgsca ALY 2%?}5 g%lég Er an”fac a”ﬂe”% %9“ out rurts angd ve et]a es_at the frocery, siore hreal hrerchorccs hyexplalnrh/g the benefits of

RNt of India and e sik siate Buddnist Gevatonal pracre ani has been g lifelong and 200 felp in the kitchen. This will give them a
governmentsam Thatac iho e centere G ponannd b8 rfh ar?enl U ortero? e’ fgnesnejooyFﬁwr]eﬁ 1ip,n make them more fikely ORES" rgbeé\tréamchangcs et o
Il been %enerop]s lenders tolthrs nd '\?\rrlre |as g hrs L fonas In 2019, §| o aqﬂ tepﬂa{r oo e %% 1ive s o ard LHE
\Errlrth1 |nst|tut|%yns |n“E0unropeﬂan% E t were alf %noronggasrolnnsn hi”r"n’“ or e first Ind«ran i o "f”t fast rood a3 eak Instegd af om- our thiffs ot ‘%”5 an‘ﬁp aie ”p %
places. for nors'p festivals the drvidu%l To'serve on the board of  Pletely saying no to fast food, consider 1 tas arr etter and healthier tomorrow IANS ife)
Govrnd Mohan. Sccretary. arr heavy with the fragrance of trustees. (IANSIife)
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Plate and present food, the expert way

B> N. Lothiin»l)i‘i)i Hiimlsiio
hen it %omes It'o culi-
nary artistry, the wa
W J‘i/sh gsenled h
be ust as srglnrfroant as how it
tastesf They say we eat with our
arllstrc rocedures. of
footp plating anF presentation
turn. a basic meal into an aes-
thetically pleasing and mouth

waterrng masterpiece
Mastéring the artoffood plat-

|n can ta% ur_culinar ore-
atonstonvrmr giz \h
you're a home c:>| seeklng to

|mpress your guests of an aspir-
chef looking to hone your

a nts

ﬁood is not only the important
stargazing factor but its plating
plays an important role too. The
way food is presented on aplate

an enhance its visual appeal,
sﬁrmulate the apgetr ,.and ‘even
eevg e the perc ive ta?te
esan culrnarypro ession- oursrne might be better empha The placement of the compo-
als understand th: |mé: noeof |z ed with“the right platter. A nents on themolate shouldgoﬂv‘e’\y
thoufqhtful platrn% techniques to )}tured or Fatterned plate can sense o
create vrsually sunnrng dishes offer visyal Interest ut de- Ieadrng the exe fJom one pjece
that ca%t H fracting from the maJor preoes next. iners explore
lebrity chef and founder as oppgose_d to lain “whit e many flavours aid textures
of alate urnary Academy, plate," which allows brilliant on the plate, this vrsualjourney
Rak ce Vaswani. author and ooloarrs and detailed details to makes the . |n|n% gerrence
consultant ceIebrlyohefAnanya more engaging and interesting.

Baperjce grve six” foo Iatrng

and presen atron su stion
! Eﬁ hel tga?%e your

Enaty o’

cu |hary creations to the mext

level food plating

CHOOSING, THE RIGHT sonutng ot
appea

PLATE: 'In food plat mr? and o%pa drsh

resentation, choosing the ap- alléy ealrhg

ropriate dish |sorucra| to im- g bs guests

proving the whole eating experi- 0u can

ence. Your ¢ |IIHr maslerﬁlece varred flavours

rs shown on the dish as a canvas even Y

The drshs visual appeal mrgh
be enhanced or diminished

our, shape, and

gehdrhT%on its cq
tion bahla pcreope/rarclorlns rngre lents’ or
i
ﬂrs es oaTP for Pferen Fate I?l
s
dr
sh

irec
h: components r}/hrghlr ht th

les. How
the meal arc organized and
vrded depends on the size and

g result
he star companents of your

presentation.

‘Star

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Birthday Forecast
‘sotar refum

BALANCE AND COMPOQSI-
TION: Balance and composition
are fundarnentad elements in
an

aes thetic

distripyted
E te hy attaining balance and
om osr ion.

Effective harmony
position hrghlrg%ht the

ry Pla |n% he
rategr locations, w
in a visually compelling

ATTENTIO[}I P I%TA L:
Attention t etar is of utmost
im orlance in fopd ?Iatrng aRd
presentation as It e e
overall dining experience and
showcases ){ourprofessronalrsm
and commitment to excellence
very component on the plate
'f] ex eHI ar anqed when. Sven
slightest details are paid at-
tent |on to, which improves the
drsh(f aesthetic attractiveness.
It indicates your commitment to
making an entrcrntl; presentation
liand com- that is aesthetroalry tunnin
1Sh's star o

duct exutes
cal points. You a(u

gresentatron
verall visual
armony
roduces a visu-
aP earance that
attention rrtm
ensure that

and textures arc
around the

the

=

rners attention
e star elements
im ortaRI |temf

Ilverrn su erior dinin
ich wil gb b %

¢
rience by metjculous| h’
Ing each m redlreh t, ga hrsn r?d
sauce Yourculrnary dentity and

Gazing’
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plate's presentation, making it

appear more all urrn and. deli-

cious. In additio addrnﬂg fo

brand . are cultrvaﬁed V. y and cultural factors. the aesthetic a peal_ of a dish,
attentr%n f0 de tail consi {e garnlshes can also _improve Its

hroughout all of your mg AYERS & HEIGH verall flavour profile.

ende voﬂrs Ié creafes a |st|H r]g layers dand herﬁhts n food Aburst offreanesadﬁn{P a[oh-
five guarantees that m%/ P]rese tation is a matic notes can be added wif
each dish you serve adheres. to gowerul technique that adds fresh ,rerbs micro reents) oreg-
a strict aesthetic and quality dimension, visual interest, and ible flowers. The possibility to
tandard. soplhrstlcatront atdhs euse gd contrast anr(i1 alance Jo' the
a and height ena_b es dish is provide garnishes

UTENSIL PLACEMENT: Uten-
Bl A L
* 5 IXtIhn and preserPtatron élatrn
ensils that arc arrange -

‘ (! d to t%e plate% S\Fe aq

vrsua harmony iner's In ord
comfort and practrcalrt should

utehsrls The dr erwrllo adble
fo easily swrtc eweeh if
ferent components of the drs

methods tuP
resemtations, turning {ic |s
into a gourmet masterpiece,
er to generate visual
contrast on the plate, several
come, first when placin Freces are layered with con-
Lastrng oolours te)itures and
shapes: Contrasting layers give
the meal interest and excitenien

Bh y introducing various colours
sha
8Edse a contrast to the ermary

For rnstance delicate, vibrant
tl;reen h rZs can be used to con-
rast with heart earthyproterns
or red cgrllr felkes o?n used
fo provide a splash o coIour to
a creamy white

The. srghrf&cance of meal o
sentation”and_plating canno be

ry OUI varrous
2

If the ytensils arc place a while also adding to its visual ernp asized. Food has the ahrlry
convenient location ‘and wit hln app al. tos |r1|u|at our senses and ro
£as reach duce |ife-chan |n% experiernces
ep In mind that tehsal E EDIBL GAﬁ #E in addition to I%sustarnm
placement may change de - Usrng dhl arnishes in food our bodies. A basic meal may
? gursrne serve the platrn% and Presen tation adds turned Info aglece of art that
se trneg individual pref- a touch of artistry and enhanc- satisfies the senses and Erovrdes
erences. In order to achieve es the overall dining experi- amazing culinary experi nges by
2 BOl ed and aesthet |oally eHce Edible garnrshe offer the Payrn attentiori to everfy etal
ac epta e presentation, 1 to enhance a dis ‘>b_rrﬁ;ht rom the arrangement of compo-
important to establish a balance colours,_ textures, and vis s to the choice of colours
between aesthetics, practicality. appeal. They can improve the and texlures (IANSHfe)

Six enchanting picture books to
spark your child's imagination

oung children arc often very creative
and hence oonstantlly seeking new ways
oehlg tk dless | aqrna
Pro 00 erIay a vital E]oe n hrﬁ
tak |ng em 0 y]ourne that is bot
and emotionally antrva i them

ansporting
to extraordinary placcs, ignit rnq unforgettahle
aluao

memories, and |rpp rting Iessonsqum
engaging artwork  that comp lements a ¢
active curiosity and imagination, Irncoura%m
the cver- currous child to”explore the world o
words and pictures, these books can he essential
tools in en ouraFmag youry oun? 0nes to express
thems]elves free nd reatively, be it through
es sorres[odr otII ;

Here is rated collection of six engagin

picturc booﬁ(s ltor young readers. gaging

Ikru s Frrst Day of School

Sunaina Coe
eng qrh wordless proture book that beau-
tlfull captures countless stories suhrrlodundlrng
amomenous event in every young child's life:
their first daly of s }(Ny?r dgeﬁgh fuI and
o mdIrSIr‘t/ortrays the leQSerrglst:eeo hsan“n |nto
VIvi
the unknown on that me oraEIe day. an Qnrord-
less, it is accessible to several krnds of readers
partrcularly younger ongs, who can experience
ncé of school life through these moving
illustrations.

This is Where We Live
Illustrator; Manjari Chakaravarti

A vrsually captivating story t hat takes readers

ajourney of from sunny to stormy and
then Tainy " unfold| %over pages of compelling
nd bold skctches that will surely lh]flp the young
ader’s imagination and heart.” Instantly “rclat-
Ic, the evokes memories of any’child's
ays in the sun, storm, and rain - enc uragmg
th em to copnect %uth their experiences t]hrouF
Buzzed with beauty and creativity -
ture book might even compel young readers fo
embrace their inner artist, pick up & pencil and
create their own sketches as they explore the
wonders of the natural world with"this book.

Zakir and Hrs Tabla Dha D|||n Na
a

III Prry y
A window mto the musical herr age of Indra

this story traces the childhood journe

Zaﬁrr Hu\/ssarn asﬁne learns to J theyta ra from
his strict and famous father. Ila rakh g
alive with animated rllustra ions that are vrvr
and dee Iy emotrve his book lugs at he strrn S
ofa matron transp rrlo %
ﬁ H P Wth ener oln Vhlrs
an ina mesm |zm rhythm while
he trlkes the tabla.

rooolss,
isually

Our World Ilagtharr Euhlya

Illusttratolr fPro/rltr Eloy Ik
movrh ortrayal of valuablé virtues i
so(\oarrty ot?e g u thYsorfg ?

|c re hook serves as a %entle F for young
ea ers, teaching them ab e°pro ound |n|er
conncctcdness of all life. srngncagtrva ing im-
agery and powerful metaphors, fhis book presents
anuanced understanding of the world as 4 web of
life where everyone needs to support each other

g their |mag|nat|o aroun? abstrectf
hr S0 | conce ts, like the significance o
arrnon an unity | the world.

Animal AIBh abet
Author: Manjula admanabhan
|llustrator: Manjula Padmanabhan

A ,thoroughly delightful |ntroduct|on to the
-‘nglrsh alphabey, there is more than meets the
e |s en joyable Prcturc book that hrrn%
d ph the mar’t belssterrglnown anm{alst f
ndia in their natur itats. Placing con n
onte t [)ogk gorﬁessﬁ opens y ﬂ grehls
mrnds 0 the rich lives of rverse Launa Ihat rs
thnvrn? across our country through its m

rable rliymes, vivid illustrations, and appealrng
color palette.

Trn\er Trger where arEyou7

|
e
ali
|
¢

anig
IIIustrator Manj 1 Chakaravarti

Aoapuva |n% hunt for'a tiger lost in the woods
let y L magination run wild (quit Ir%
erit sy ast g ima |Re the Ireat gutdoors wit
a lost tiger o mrnﬂ e un e, The wacrcoor
illustration is genfle, soft, and warm takin
oun re ders on akrcturesque visual jOI.II'En y
rt%uijlh th h grrpprn mystery rrdd
with Clues, this book en ung reader’s
curiosity dn w?r kh ﬁ roou % \%Pl ﬁ
%lvrng em agl |mPse of praﬁmatrc life skills on
ow o track wild Tauna.
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The Centre is bent on passing a legislation that w(iwlo arBfa'éeu'QFde’mP?HT A é ut the reluct Women beingprage ke and et Canage o on.
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ortunate
gla that the yo ort eir parents - shou| - atfitudes lo use Women asa tal stress and develo Post
state government would effectively make the Ol XJ Pmas g doatomeiema e- s ’ta”ﬁbem §

] %11 rats woud of con |derlem as over ang change 8 the fool. Aboveallt asexpog Traumftlc Stress Disorder.
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the insensitivity among terest In.an
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Indigenous peoples’ rights
VS, aldbynnew poI|t|cs

“ Violence, even well intentioned,
always rebounds upon oneself.
— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Politics of Internet Shutdown
INTERNET shutdown is a new technique ad-
opted by state governments when there is break-
down of law ar.dorder and violence erupts in any
part ofthe country. The latest is Manipur where
the internet has been shut down for months in
what can be termed a gross violation of the citi-
zen’s righLs such as right to receive information;
to online work, banking transactions and keep-
ing in touch with family and employers. Women
face more problems when the internet is banned
because their bodies are targeted as locations
for violence and if that happens they have no
way of quickly informing anyone. What about
pregnant women in labour and needing urgent
help? The alibitrotted out by governments is that
internet shutdown is imperative to quell rumours
that could escalate the violence. While this can
happen for aday ortwo, shutting the internet for
months exposes government’s inability to tackle
violence largely due to intelligence failure. Each
time there is a conflict the police behave as if
they are seeing the situation for the first time
and there is no established procedure.

The media are the first to suffer the conse-
quences of internet shutdown as news from the
conflict zone does not filter out. In conflict situ-
ations the perpetrators of violence can carry on
their ugly acts of rape and sexual molestation
undeterred. What is worse about Manipur is that
there was a selective shutdown because the CM's
office and the departments adjacent to the VIP
areas were connected. This again is injustice
because citizens cannot access rights that their
so-called rulers have access to. In India we are
quickly forgetting that the elected are not rul-
ers. They are public servants. This matter needs
serious attention.

Shutting down internet each time there is
a collapse of ihe governance sKstem is aimed
at providing a cover-up for those that have
botched up the system. Mad internet not been
barred those videos from the hills of Manipur
would have surfaced over two months ago and
the horror could have been addressed speedily.
Other offences too could have been nipped in
the bud. The media would have had free access
to record and inform people across the country
on how the events are shaping up. Extremist
groups in the Imphal Valley who were actually
allowed to lootthousands o fguns and the modus
operandi thereofwould also have been recorded
by media persons. Even the burning and loot-
ing of homes of non-Meiteis would have been
reported timely.
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40ur constituents deserve better than

narrow-mindedpoliticalgames.”
— Stephen Fincher
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Court on trial

NO system isperfect; and the scope for improve-
ment is all too evident across the board. For,
imperfection is in the law of nature. This is so
with ourgoverning systems -- and prominently ¢
with thejudicial system. The last hope forjustice &
inall societies lies with thejudiciary. Curiously,
today, there too are the rotten apples and system
flaws. A new research done jointly by academi-
cians from within and abroad about the way the |
Indian Judicial System works lias zeroed in on
the well-known possrbrlrty for “manipulations"
within the system; namely the ‘master of ros-
ter* powers that is at the command of the chief
justices. The researchers, who came up with a
ook titled Court on Trial, note that this power
could be misused by Cls 0" strategrcalg influ-
ence the outcome of important cases.” Clls are
seen to have agreater say than the otherjudges
in deciding the coursc oféustrce in important
matters, the book has note

As a matter of fact, if the CJI wields more
Eowers than theotherjudges this initselfcannot
e faulted. llcor she should have a greater say as
is the case with any entity at the apex of which
sits a ‘chief’ executive. Irreshtectrve ofwhether
the Constitution granted such a Frivilege to the
CJlornot, the head ofthejudicial system should
be carrying with him more authority than the
otherjudges. It cannot also be faulted if the ClI
exercises his powers in ways as lo balance equa-
tions in sensitive cases, as in the Babri Masrrd
drsFute or other cases ofprrme importance. A
CJI will be foiling in his duty to the nation if he
acts like a machine without a mind of his own
or does not exercisc his sense of judgment in
the best interests of the society. Written rules
should come only next.

However, the fact is that the Indian judiciary
is plagued by more serious problems. Cases
in ourcourtsgo on and on for dccades, which
is tantamount to an outright denial ofJustrce
This is more a norm than an aberration. Cases
are postponed for the umpteenth time, with no
questions asked. Courts or investigating agen-
cies should not be taking their sweet time to
dispense with justice. Manipulations are sus-
pected at high levels where eases arc assigned to
selcctﬂudges The book notes that the CJlIs sit
themselves on larger numbers of benches than
arejustifiable. Worse, the long-awaited judicial
reforms, to set many wrongs right, are not be-
ing attempted at all. Questionable mechanisms
are adopted vis-a-vis the proccss of selection
ofjudges. Reforms are imperative and the only
way forward
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Restore peace in Manipur
IT'S in the fitness of things that Speaker Om
Birla has facilitated a detailed diseussion on
the Manipur conflict in Parliament through a
no-confidence motion tabled by the Opposi-
tion. Full national focus is already on the dis-
turbed situations in Manipur, where those of !
the prominent Kuki tribe and Meiteis fought o
against each other and a series of violent and
highly condcmnable incidents in recent weeks
have hurt the nation’s conscience. The serious-
ness of the situation there can be gauged also
by the fact that over 70,000 people have been
displaced and given refuge in about 350 relief
camps. Over 4000 weapons have been looted
by mobs from the security forces, of which
only one-fifth have been recovered. The blame
naturally falls on the BJP-led state government
headed by N Biren Singh, on multiple fronts.
The Kukis, the original natives of the hills, feel
their existence is under threat. Their sensitivi-

ties need be addressed first and foremost, while ID

Meiteis also should have the right conditions to
live peacefully in the same soil. Incidents like
the naked parading of women only added salt to
injury in the present situation. W hats important
is that the guilty from both sides are identified
and punished. At the same time, considering the
seriousness of the situation, the Opposition is
well-advised to avoid creating conditions that
could worsen the present situation.

By no stretch of imagination will the no-
confidence motion bring down the NDA govern-
ment. Nor is this intended by the Opposition.
The principa idea ofthis step is to highlight the
situation and propose meaningful suggestions to
the government on how to move forward in the
attempts at restoration of peace in Manipur, part
of India's North-East and bordering Myanmar.
The chances of external forces coming in and
adding fuel to the fire arc not ruled out; rather, n
that was what the Union Home Ministry has
expressed a serious concern about. Unfortu-
nately, this upheaval comes at a time when the
North-East sector was integrating better with the
mainland and developmental activities for the
region were being taken forward by the ccntral
government with a sense of seriousness. This
was evident also from the way the rail network
was extended to this sectorand national highway in
development progressed impressively in recent
years. New institutions ofhigher education have
come up in the region, giving the youth achance
to empower themselves in modem ways. The
momentum can be sustained only if peace is
given the first priority both by the government
and the people. Sensitivities of the local popula-
tions must be borne in mind when governments
shape policies.
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Gettin awa}:wnh skuIIdugqery
THE Meghalaya High Court is presently the
only institution providing light at the end of
the dark tunnel that is the State of Meghalaya.
The judicious and deft handling of the illegal

coal mining and transportation saga that has ﬂr\

been carrying on in the state for the last 9 years
since the NG T ban on coal mining in April 2014
gives hope that those with a propensity to treat
the law as dispensable rubbish will ultimately
be hauled up and face the consequences of their
actions. While police officials at the districts
must be held accountable for closing their eyes
to the daylight crime, this entire gamut of illegal  d
mining, transportation and rc-transportation
in the form of coal brought from outside the
state is a well-oiled machinery involving many
other departments such as Mining and Geology,
Transport, Police and the district administrations
as well. The verbal orders for this coal business
which funds the stale elections in the same w'a

that drug money funds elections in Manipur all

come from the top rungs of the government.
Hence ifpunishment for these gross illegalities
is to be meted out then the lower rung officials
alone cannot be held guilty. A police official in
Ri Bhoi District who decided to carry out his
duties and check the illegal transportation of
coal paid w'ith his life. The case is still hanging
fire after seveial years. Justice takes so long to
be served. Meanwhile, the other police officials
reason that they don’t want to put their lives ou
the line but rather earn from the transactions
instead.

The wealth ranking and affluent lifestyles of
some of the local police officers is indication
enough that not all their acquisitions are from
their salaries alone. This is almost taken as a

fact of life and par for the course. Corruption totfe

runs deep in Meghalaya. It begins at the lowest
rungs of the administration. There are allega-
tions galore that officials in the Office of the

Deputy Commissioner, East Khasi Hills who am

man the land registration desk take their pick as
to whose property they will immediately register
and whose will be held up. This transactional
malpractice is known to all but with so few
whistleblowers. crime is normalised.

In Assam, the media regularly reports of of-
ficials taking bribes and being caught red handed
and jailed - be they in the police or administra-
tion. Can this ever happen in Meghalaya when
corruption begins at the very top? Besides,
elections in India today are impossible without
freebies and cash distribution. The Election
Commission of India despite its best efforts is
unable to check this. Hopefully this time around
those guilty of the illegal coal business transac-
tions w'ill be hauled up. Justice must be served
so that people don't lose faith in the judicial
system.
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ONE FOR THE BOOK CLUB
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during infertility treatment
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couple dynamics,

vrdua an couep S aerosst 7glo e. As per and stress in the Intr Even t
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NEP: Meghalaya’s preparedness

“ Thestruggle o fman againstpower is the
struggle o fmemory againstforgetting
— Milan Kundera

The Shillong Times
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BJP’s Wanton ways

THE BJP, as the strongest political éstablishment
tuling the Centre and several states, i far from being
acohesive political entity. Consider the manner in
which it is appointing leadersat its head. It requires
anenormous amount ofquts fora political establish-
ment to field leaders without the necessary clout
even at its apex. like a magician springing asurprise T
with his magic wand. In the latest reorganisation the
saffron party has installed two lightweights as its
vice president and national secretary. One is former
Aligarh Muslim University vice-chancellor Tarig
Mansoor, a BJP MLC in Uttar Pradesh; the other is
Anil Antony whose only proven qualrfrcatron is that
his father AK Antony is a veteran Congress leader.
Both were brought In as minority representatives
even as they have no organisational experience or
grooming worth citing.

Anil Antony was heading the social media wing
of the Congress, the main engagement o fwhich was
to trash the BJP and PM Madi Out of the blue, six
months ago. he nade an abrupt about-turn aIIegedIy
on encouragement from his father and found virtue
in Modi thereby criticising a BBC documentar
that showed the PM and India ina ﬁoorlrght" 3
was welcomed with open arms into the BJP and now
made a nationa secretary. Tariq Mansoor too does
not have any organisational experience. In trying to
appease the mlnorrty communities the BJP has fallen
to ludicrous levels.

Clearly, the BJP has either failed to groom good
leaders from the minority communities ever sincc
its formation over four decades ago or is acting in
haste. This is not specific to minority leaders. The
L)arty hasall along been “experimenting” with green-

orns. many of them having failed to do any good
tothe Farty and having eventually been dumped. As
a result, the party -- a behemoth at that —remains
organrsatronally weak. That weakness was well dis-
played in Karnataka, where itwas sent packing in the
ast assembly polls. In the other South Indian states
too the same wanton "musical chairs™ approach it
adopted for leadership positions failed to take the
p[arty forward. Men with no stature are "installed."

he'BJP once rose to power by the charisma of Atal
Behari Vajpayee and the organisational heft of LK
Advani. Inrecent years, it is simply and exclusively
relying on the charms of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, apart from the able backing it gets from the
RSS. A post-Mcdi scenario might or mrght not grant
such a luxury to the BJP. By contrast, the Congress
partz has a solid organisational structure. Any Tom,
Dick or Ilarry cannot overnight go and sit at itsapex
even at the state level.
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|sse traflic mana ement

take roactrvesesto
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a greener environment.
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Arrogance
of power
everywhere

Editr

What is alarming,in the
present scenaro Is that we
are ecomrnr% less tglerant

and vroIence a ocrtrcs cor-

uption e
Iavourrtrsm hunsger%nd?us
c}]rgowerstare in the face.

strFets are
cIassrcexam s of infoler-
%Efr% E%n'“ohc“syhéhhé’%'r

Rme of the (f traflic
a S re a part 0f aur ives,

ne aner ries 0 outdo

e Other, oteporn
cidents * sometimes minor
at other times major ones.
In these same streets while

dents

the Anganwadis are trained
0 be ﬁrc Echool tcachcrs.
1c-school education uses
daﬁere{nt pedagogy fo émpasrt

arc Anganwadrs ramed [0]
rovrd the much-nceded
ﬁrlxﬁhlldh 0d ducat ont
the s|ntev| ages n

vy1|c eparérrltentwrll ha\ée
e responsiility to provi
rarnreng for the%kng'r?tnwade

workers?

Then dthere {s tthe more
serro administrative ques-

e AnGarAd a7
undel rthe Départment 0
Social Welfare. Docs the de-
partment have the expertis
o runand manaﬁepre -5CN00
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education? s itmore con-
genrent to let the education
eparment w ich

ncccss reW|t al to
run an rovr e training to
heAng nwadis to run’the

h] e NEP also prescrrbe
that three earg of presch oo
i education
wolﬁd %ﬁen ge fol ow%d%
woy: arﬁoanmary
ing which is class
0f course, the emg.hasrs
15 on play-hased or activity-
based learnin strategresa d
language development, yet
thisisa crucial stage o feild
educatlon and it needs to be
taken seriously.
Lower Primary Education
The next stage J t]he We
aratory this
e[ ree Hearsand |twrll
| udec ren In the ag
of II ears old. Int
sago he Iasses are from
3 51#

uca
|onwr mcIuges{T_
Primary School educatron |s

another part ofthe NEP 2020
that the government needs
to take 4 serious look at
IEESetwoaspcctsof eN%P
are theareas which 1
government needs to give
immediate attention to.
Education is a basic

i
|t

olicy and. it Is also
oaﬁ Iargfjrhcrc 1S no gomE
ack on the NEP.
s therefore on f hestaeand
hose at the helm of power
0 provide education fo the
youn eopLeof the s Heand
0 ¢ etdatdourtc dlrhen
re provided edycation
satpﬁ ?r? not be ter)K wil
he children and youths In
he rest of the countr Thra
ﬁthelr asic human ri héan
ngovemmentcann taeny
theirright.

ast

common people are made
to sit and wait inside their
vehicles agovemment ve-
h‘le‘ |I USe ifs siren ﬂ
the helpless policcmen wil
aven chorce but to make

y\t times, an ambulance
vy]ould have to wait to lallo
osemgovemmentve icles

ough. What Is
this |fsnot thegarrogance of

powi

Ifwc tum towards crime,
children a]nd en are
the wors the most

pnetraﬁorsof T3] e%arc)usugﬁ'y

The lack of convrctron and
punishment, if at all. does
noJ match f ecrlnhe Henee
itdoes tnot e}tero ers from
committing the same crime,
This arrog and h
oF power and %ontrol and
0 ramﬁ ing the weak is
frighteni g
orruption lias sown its
?d s0deep that Its presenct
is felt across every sphere o
socrcty Merit takes a back
ﬁcat eca%sew at counts is
y 0N C:

offer those in power
What WC SEC IS what wc

school, aé work, IH hegov
ernment do somet mg
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Articles and letters ap-
pearlng on %hlﬁ age are
he VIEws of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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SC's grant of extension to
ED Saniav Mishra till Sep 15 bizarre
How can learned justices be
party to centre’s sob story

defying its own order?
By Sitshil Kutty

Su rem CourtJ stlceB vation, but why accede to
E‘u%.%sf“u's%. A e’ré’ Sn‘ £ ety et
ér% q fro thle,s bl Soulg hev
au auI |s matronl Eutrtsfoot_ lown. FATF orno
conviction case cr ing long-  FATF. Sanjay Kumar Mishra
shangm%famrry mhls wi LSPO reaterthananut.qrr
olt. EVen cogs come Wit
artof the g ecralhatchthat a replacement Ask the Chi-

SEES

as iven Director. Enforce the _Made awa wrtg
Drrechtorate Sanja e|r oreign |n1| ran
umar rther eX-  no questions asked!

ofcounsc |saIIaboutcu and
dried. Indrafrsnt But that Is
no excuse orgrvmg exten-
sion after extension.

By now even Mishra
must bethmkrrg ofhi self
as a bathroom fkture; |i
Jacuzzi or g toilet seat! J
Supreme Court exten

tepsion fer the onerous task
ofsayrng Iniha from interna-
jonal namiliation,

ThesS premeCourtruIed
that Mishra would remain
%EE" c o till Se temﬁer

dabler thetopcI urtII
asked Mishra to quit stallin
30 clea s debk by Ul

31 nomore extensrons' The
voltc-face came four a]
[ater. Sanay Kumar Mishra
%an now continue as "ED

ove ment
fer n t |t umar
hra was |n pensghle

cc usc ason i
H %andt ere W rbof
ficer competent enough fo
stand in forthe e Iaceable

un
Peo le |e L| htnrn mi
strrl?e You cgould %et %rt

Sanjay Kumaershrasten

Aol e Drhs a?ter
tel |nngshra oint bjank fo

he‘gu3 ofthc ED building by

Fourda tshor of
the. deadlre | dars al
smiles and “Mr. Indispens-

fie Modi Government
arnbushed the Su reme Court
an “urgent application”
overm

tht
aesahemhea Id!r canno
be left in the lurch. And

The Enforcement Directorate has the teeth
ofa K9. Bottom-line, the Modi government
usedthe EDfor purely political purposes.
Cometo think o fit, all the excuses, including

the one about the country s international

image, are straight out of "Believe it or Not".

Insiimle Kings English, thisparticular ED

Director is intrinsic to "Modi$ grand "Third
Term” plan. He cannot be kicked out.

crossing :hc road. But life

that Mishra*s presence is a
e R

lmster arel drwr

Mrshracculd havegjonewrth be hay gx Mishrawill not be

the wind and nobody would  going anywhere. And Modi
FaveI missed him “cxcept  will be gav
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e
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SR B
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cxeuscs, including the one

Mo i government would
about ﬁhe country's infer-

ave gone runnin
rheaFexco%thlfMlshra 3, m]age arc str’allr tﬂl
t is trcu ar Enpector

jod forbid, no more. His re-
Is rt nsrcto"hﬂodrsegrand

Soa=

Iacement would nave been
aII tli Ivvrthrnszzt ouks Its
gorrca an[yay urr|1ar "T
not, eklckcd out

Enforcemen Dlrect ratde
he

15 important for { egp me Court " ep
il O
edly the onv Indrsan %’hve RXlshrang

ocftntaeonteF
nancial Action Task Forcc —tor
gF TFJ like Solicit orGen &ourt sh

har Mehta makes
%g:t h{ou Id as much othe ildhseté%ptollyi);lasg Itt]e Power

no m as many
BF) Mehta's statemen
|rec oesn requrre

t “con
shrflmg 0l lgrsts Like Jus- ”“”Xo'” O} |ce WOUlgohtl

the untry a dde |d e
tice G served. “Are oountry a\b %
ou not grvrn%aigrcturc here  [nterna \ona credit ra Wgsh
at yourentiredépartment is |nanc|a arrangements wi
full of |nclohmpetent people
ammwru
entire force that exe tor

is 0ne pers ntire
dep]a tmel twr“l| coll aps
s elligent oher-



