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“All the great things are simple\ and many 
can be expressed in a single word: freedom, 

justice honor.\ duty, mercy, hope. ”
— W in ston  C h urch ill 
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The M anipur Drama
ON July 25. M anipur C h ief M inister, Bircn 
Singh met Union Home M inister Amit Shah in 
Delhi. While the contents o f  the discussion arc 
not known to the media, it can be surmised that 
Shah wants matters in M anipur to be brought 
under control immediately. On June 29, Con­
gress leader Rahul G andhi landed at Imphal 
albeit late in the day -  the 56th day since May 3 
when violence first broke out in Manipur. Why 
the Congress leader wailed so long before un­
dertaking a trip he terms as a  peace mission in 
M anipur is unknown but better late than never. 
M eanwhile something had to be orchestrated to 
take the media gaze away from Rahul Gandhi. 
So a dram a was manufactured o f  Bircn Singh 
w anting to meet the Governor to submit his 
resignation as CM. Meanwhile, iliuusands o f 
women supporters o f  Bircn Singh -  perhaps the 
same group of women who prevented the secu­
rity forces from arresting 12 militants just the 
other day. gathered at the CM 's official residence 
and told him  not to resign. It is not known how 
but the resignation letter was tom and crumpled 
up but the writing was clear enough for people 
to read. By then Rahul Gandhi had met the Gov­
ernor even while the media paid m ore attention 
to the resignation burlesque. If  Singh was acting 
to a  script he The 

On the 57th day vio lence has not abated 
and gunfights continue in isolated spaccs even 
while people arc still being killed in retaliation. 
That the peace committee formed recently is a 
non-starter only m akes things murkier. Till date 
there is no proactive group/groups to attempt a 
peace-building proccss in Manipur. Unless the 
two warring sides find it acceptable to sit across 
the table and iron out their differences peace is 
unlikely to follow. The tenacity o f  the Kuki-Zo 
people’s demand for a  separate administration 
and the complete breakdown o f  trust on what is 
being seen as a Mcitei CM who is openly siding 
with his people and has not shown any empathy 
for the hill people only aggravates the situation. 
In fact the CM him self is seen as the one who 
provoked the conflict when he attempted to take 
over the forests which were under the custody o f 
tribals and to convert them to reserved forests. 
A nother sore point is the Mcitei dem and for 
scheduled tr.bes status, possibly so they earn 
the right to buy land in the hills which constitute 
90%  o f the land area o f  Manipur. The 10% o f 
land in the Imphal Valley accommodating about 
53%  o f the population is bursting at the scams. 
W hy land reforms measures have not been initi­
ated to ensure that the indigenous people o f  the 
state get equal share o f land is inexplicable. And 
why all the institutional and other resources are 
invested in the Valley is also a bone o f  conten­
tion. Unless these thorny issues arc addressed 
pcacc will remain a temporarily repaired fuse 
that can blow up at any time. Long term solu­
tions are the need o f  the hour.

Union Territory with Legislature: 
Only Way to Permanent Peace!

With the violence between 
the Hill (Kukis) and Valley 
(Mcitcis) in Manipur show­
ing no sign o f  abatement, 
the demand for Separate Ad­
ministration from the Kuki 
ethnic group grows louder 
and steadfast. Any attempt 
from the State and Centre 
for pcaec and dialogue at 
this point seems impractical. 
Indigenous Tribal Leaders 
Forum (ITLF) and Commit­
tee on Tribal Unity (COTU) 
declaration that it will not 
endorse any move from the 
government as long as N. Bi- 
ren Singh remains the Chief 
M inister, and President's 
Rule is invoked in the State 
is a clear message that the 
Kukis have lost all faith in the 
present regime. Vcsna Pcsica. 
Professor, at the University 
o f  Belgrade observed that 
"Ethnic conflict is caused 
by the fear o f  the future 
lived through the past.”  The 
majority Vallcy-Mcitci's fear o f  their future under the 
pressure o f  land, which they 
claimed would imperil their 
life, is the primary causc of 
the present-day violence. 
Bui why a specific tribe was 
singled out. is a question 
shrouded in mystery, and 
must be scrutinised.

The current spate o f vio­
lence has left 115 or more 
dead, around 3000 injured 
and displaced more than
50.000 people. Experts have 
argued that the present hate 
campaign and the violence 
meied out towards the Ku­
kis is akin to ethnic cleans­
ing. All attempts to mediate 
pcacc between the waring 
communities fails to yield 
any results. For instance, the 
outright rejection o f the con­
stitution o f 51-member Peace 
Committee by all stakehold­
ers was a tipping point. The 
persistent violence and the 
dccpcthnic schisms between 
the two ethnic groups, con­
join with rampant rumours 
and false allegation testify 
that the time is pregnant, to 
part ways and remain good 
neighbours than stay under 
one roof with suspicion and kill one other.

Demand for Separate 
Administration

The demand for autonomy 
by the Kukis is not o f re­
cent origin. It began way 
back in the 1980’s through 
an arm  m ovement under 
the conglom erate o f  two 
Kuki armed groups—United 
People's Front (UPF) and 
Kuki National Organisation 
(KNO). The groundwork 
for a Tripartite Talk with the 
Centre, State was laid with 
the signing o f  the Suspen­
sion o f  Operation (SoO) in 
2008, with the laying down 
o f arms by the Kuki Armed 
Groups. The negotiation, 
hitherto, revolve around cre­
ating an Autonomous Territo­
rial Council within the state 
o f  Manipur, but the severity 
o f  the violence today and the 
ripple cfTcct o f  the intense 
animosity have forced the 
Kukis to am eliorate their 
demand for total separation 
from Manipur.

The Kuki leaders' un­
equivocal demand fora Sepa­
rate Administration should be 
appreciated as well as taken 
with seriousness. Separation would only serve to strength-

By C Thangminlal Dounge
en the notion o f  national 
cohesion rather than pose a 
threat to national security as 
purported by certain people. 
Furthermore, separation will 
result in national integration 
into the larger Indian State 
rather than the dissolution of 
the Union o f India. A typical 
example is the separation of 
the Khasi, JiaMia. and Garo 
hills as the Sate of Megha­
laya from Assail in 1971. To­
day. these Tribes arc thriving 
under the prelection o f the 
Constitution, and they stand 
as a testament o f  the wisdom 
o f the then government.

How Plausible is 
the Demand?

It is the centre’s discre­
tion under Article 3 o f  the 
Constitution to put an end 
to this enigma And the most 
plausible way o bring perma­
nent solution t>) this perpetual 
p r o b le m  a n d  e n s u re  la s t in g
peace is Separate Administra­
tion. What sort o f  Separate 
Administration could pos­
sibly be considered—Auton­
omy under the Sixth Sched­
ule: Autonomous Territorial 
Counci I, and Union Territory 
with Legislative? Out o f  the 
three, the most appropriate 
and durable solution for the 
is a Union Territory with leg­
islature, if nol a full-fledged 
State. Let us consider the 
following criteria to address 
this proposal.

Population Component:
M anipur is the 25 th 

most populous State in In­
dia (Handbook o f Statistics 
on Indian Stales). The total 
population o f Vtanipur as per 
2011 Census is 28,55,794. 
O f this, the ri.ral population 
is 17, 36,236 and the urban 
population 8.34.154. In abso­
lute numbers, out o f the total 
increase o f  403,602 added in 
the last decade, the contribu­
tion of rural ii 1,45.416 and 
urban area is 2,58,186.3. The 
growth rate of population in 
Manipur in the last decade is
18.6 per cent (Rural 9.1 %; 
Urban 44.8%) So, the allega­
tions o r exponential growtli 
rate o f  the Ku<is with 22 per 
ccnt as claimed by the valley- 
based Civil So:icty Organisa­
tions (C'SOs) and others is 
illogical. Most importantly, 
the Census for 2021 is put on 
hold as o f  now. Any statistics 
cited outside 2011 Census 
as a point o f  reference is ir­
relevant.

With 53 per ccnt, the 
Mcitei population stands at 
15,13.570 lakhs while the 
Tribals comprised o f around
10 lakhs which is 35 per 
ccnt o f the total population 
as per 2011 Census. Out of 
this the Kukis and its cognate 
tribes roughly com prises 
o f  around 6 lakhs. With a 
decadal growih rate o f  21.8 
per cent for Manipur, the 
population is cxpectcd to rise 
for all communities. Hcncc, 
a decade later (2011-2021) 
the population o f the Kukis 
would ideally be between 
7-8 lakhs. Hcrcc. in terms of 
population, th; Kukis stands 
identical to that of Sikkim's 
population—j full-fledged 
State which stands at 6, 
10.577 as per 2011 census.

Furthermore, the popula­tion o f the Kukis is larger

that of the Union territory 
of Ladakh (3.01.000 Lakhs). 
Andaman and Nicobar Is­
land (3.80.581). Dadra and 
Nagar llavclli (3.43.709). 
Lakshadweep (64,473), Da­
man and Diu (2,43.247). and 
even more than the archi­
pelagic state and country in 
South Asia—the Maldives 
(3.80.492).

I .and Factor 
Manipur is the 23rd larg­

est State in India in terms of 
physical'geographical size 
with a total area o f  22,327 
sq. km. 90 per ccnt o f  this 
total geographical area com­
prises o f  the Hills inhabited 
by the Hill Tribes—Kukis 
and Nagas, which constitute 
around 20.094.3 Sq. Km. Of 
this, the areas inhabited by 
the Kukis comprises of hill 
districts such as Phcrzawl, 
Churachandpur, Chandcl.TcngiioufMil, Kaii£|H>kpi dis­
tricts with a total area o f 
approximately 12,641 Sq. 
Km. The sizable presence of 
the Naga population in the 
above-mentioned districts 
commensurate with the siz­
able Kuki population in the 
Naga dominated hill districts 
such as Ukhrul, Kamjong, 
Senapati. Tamcnglong and 
Jiribam.

(lie total area inhabited 
by the Kukis and its cognate 
tribes is even larger than 
ihe total size o f  States like 
Tripura (10,491 Sq. Km.). 
S ikkim  (7,096 Sq. Km.) 
Goa (3.702 Sq. Km.): and 
Union Territories o f  Anda­
man & Nicobar Island (8.249 
Sq. Km.). Delhi (1.483 Sq. 
Km.). Puducherry (479 Sq. 
Km.). Chandigarh (114 Sq. 
Km.). Daman & Diu ( 112 Sq. 
Km.), and Lakshadweep (32 
Sq. Km). Hence, in terms of 
area size the community in 
absolute sense o f the term 
qualifies to be UT, if  not a 
full-fledged State.

Cultural and 
Kthnic Elements:
In India, the establish­

ment o f States based on cul­tural and cthnic consider­
ations is not new. The estab­
lishment o f  Linguistic States 
represented our nation's first 
big democratic political test. 
In 1953, Andhra Pradesh 
became the first state to be 
established on the basis o f 
a language. Punjab. Assam, 
Kerala. Orissa, and Maha­
rashtra are additional states 
formed on linguistic grounds. 
To guarantee that speakers o f 
the same language resided 
in the same State was the 
aim  behind this. In addi­
tion. rather than recognising 
language disparities, certain 
states, such Nagaland, Ut­
tarakhand. and Jharkhand, 
were established in recogni­
tion o f cultural, cthnic. or 
geographic diversity.

Taking into consideration 
the circum stances under 
which the aforementioned 
States were established, the 
Kukis and their cognate tribes 
primarily speak and interact 
in the same dialect unlike 
their neighbour tribal Nagas 
in Manipur, where a certain 
Naga dialcct is alien to the 
other. The Kukis also share 
affinal and consanguincal 
tics, and they belong to the

same kindred tribes. They 
also share the same cultural 
and traditional practises tlut 
are integral to ihcir way of 
life—music, folktales, dance, 
food, dialects, ctc. Hcncc. by 
any relevant yardstick o f mea­
surement the Kukis qualify 
all relevant standards for a 
Separate Administration. 
Compensating the Kukis:

The contribution made 
by the Kukis. who battled 
the British in what is known 
historically as the Anglo-Kuki 
War of 1917-1919. has not 
received enough acknowledg­
ment from India. No commu­
nity that fought the powerful 
British for three years in a 
row to defend their territory 
is known to exist. Because no 
son of the soil would be stead­
fast enough to battle until 
their last breath for something 
that doesn't belong to them; 
this testament disproves the 
allegations that the Kukis are 
"illegal im migrants.” Any doubts about (Ik  veracity of 
the Kukis and the wars they 
waged are only based on their 
scant understanding o f their 
rich history.

In addition, it is imponant 
to acknowledge the role of 
Kukis in India's independence 
movement. By far they made 
up the largest contingent— 
159 fighting men out o f  the 
188 freedom fighters—that 
fought alongside the 1NA 
against the colonial British 
arc etched in the JNA-Mc- 
morial Complex at Moirang, 
in Manipur. In actuality, India 
owes the Kukis a debt for the 
supreme sacrifice they had 
made for India's indepen­
dence. It would be injustice 
to grant them anything less 
than Separate Administration. 
Furthermore, placing them ai 
the mercy o f their neighbours 
is nothing less than a criminal 
conduct that must be put an 
end to.

Conclusion
According to Karan Ibapar 

o f '  The Wire,* "Sometimes 
when differences run so deep 
and last for so long, maybe 
it is best to separate." Any 
future attempts by the Centre 
and State to tonn any Pcacc 
Committee to resolve the 
current crisis will inevitably 
fail. In other words, it will be 
much simpler to permanently 
divide the two eihnic groups 
than to convince them to 
coexist. In esscncc. Sepa­
rate Administration is now 
the only choice the Kukis 
have considering the circum­
stances they have endured. 
The ccntre must hasten, but 
handle this delicate crisis with 
utmost caution to prevent 
any spillover cfl’ccts. At this 
crucial juncture, the Ccntre 
must avoid picking short­
term remedies over long-term 
solutions. The Kukis have 
absolute faith in the wisdom 
o f  the Ccntre to right the 
colonial wrongs once and for 
all. The best possible tribute 
the Indian Government could 
provide would be to grant the 
Kukis a Separate Administra­
tion and cement permanent 
peace in the region.

(Thaitfiniinlal Doun^el, 
Research Scholar, .Xational 
In s titu te  o f  E ducational 
P lann ing  and  A d m in is ­
tration, Slew Delhi, India. 
E-mail: cdoungeKa niepa. ac.in.).

W hat an 
apathetic 

societyEditor
I w as looking forward to 

reading comments on ’Edu­
cation today: Challenges 
before Meghalaya* by Patri­
cia Mukhim. (ST June 23. 
2023). because education 
touches all. But laissez-faire seems to sit strongly in us!

I believe teachers o f  yore 
will relate to and identify 
with the writer’s observa­
tions. even though it’s harsh, 
but true. Let me be frank in 
saying that a lot depends on 
the Head o f a school. If the 
persons in the chair are hon­
est, truthful, absolutely fair 
and just and set an example 
themselves instead o f being 
the problem, believe me 
more than half ihe battle is 
won. So. whether teaching is 
a last resort or part time till 
something better turns up. 
(a universal trulh) the head 
muat utilise then efficiently 
and effectively I disagree

with the suggestion ‘to leave 
the urban elite schools to 
themselves.' They need to 
be reinvented or restructured 
both administratively and 
educationally to be a pride 
and nol an em barrassing 
shame to the state! In fact, 
all government city schools 
need a massive overhauling! 
Otherwise, what has been 
playing out over the years 
in Pine Mount and now Tura 
Public School, will continue 
with a greater vengcancc and 
destruction!

And in the rural areas yes. 
'Education must factor in' 
a changed approach taking 
into account the social and 
domestic weak points. And 
herein lies the exciting chal­
lenge o f structure in learn­
ing outcomes that use the 
beautiful outdoors to make 
learning one big adventure. 
Automatically, innovative, 
improvised, inquisitive meth­
ods o f teaching learning will 
come into play. Children will 
take their education beyond
th e i r  p r e s c r i b e d  b o o k s  a n d
scheduled class time. Be­

cause they are so caught up 
with their surroundings!

I'm surprised to leam that 
no 'parent teacher interface' 
takes place. I'm sure it is 
mandated in the Affiliation 
Bye Laws! It is certainly a 
recorded event with other 
School Boards. So too is it 
in conducting special work­
shops on teaching skills, 
c lassroom  m anagem ent, 
home assignments, examina­
tion skills (including question 
paper setting and marking 
scheme), use o f  technology, 
ct al. Again, 1 go back to the 
school head. If  the person 
applies himsclfhcrsclf dili­
gently to the administrative 
responsibilities, wonders can 
be done.

And yes a 'passion' is what 
teachers must inculcate. But 
that too won't work totally!

I submit that teachers must 
first LOVE their profession 
and children genuinely, then 
you'll witness the miracles in 
your students!

Teachers, all arc fullyaware o f  how they arc ex­
ploited. deceived, cheated.

mockcd. and given no impor­
tance. I wish to share Friday's 
message in Our Daily Bread 
where. "I have learned the 
sccret of bcinj! contcnt in any 
and every sination." Philip- 
pians4:l2  might bring com­
fort to our dear teachers.

In closing. I will repeat,".... 
(hat ye walk worthy o f the 
vocation wherewith ye are 
called." Ephe‘ians4:l

Yours, ctc.
Kevin Phillips.
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Are non-tribals 
foreigners in 
Meghalaya?
Eiditor.
As we know, India is a 

secular country. Every person 
who's acitizcnof this country 
is vested with Constitutional 
Rights such as the right to 
follow one's religion: right 
to cam: frcccom o f speech 
etc.. but are these rights ap­plicable (o Meghalaya, '.•.here 
all non- tribals w ho were bom

and brought up in this Slate 
arc treated as outsiders. 1 
don’t sec any secularism in 
this state and the Government 
docs nothing to ensure that 
the rights enshrined in the 
Constitution o f India are im­
plemented in letter and spirit. 
We are mercilessly beaten up 
during rallies; even children 
and women are not spared 
and there’s very little done to 
punish the culprits. We can­
not do business due to restric­
tions by the District Councils 
especially the KHADC. Even 
afte r providing all docu­
ments that every Indian has 
to submit in order to get a 
simple trading liccncc. we 
arc kept waiting for years. 
Only after bribes are given 
can I cxpcct to get a trading 
license* and this is a fact that is not even hidden by law­
makers. People go through 
depression jusl waiting for 
their trade licenses. There are 
racist remarks made against 
us. calling us dkhar khar etc. 
Shopkeepers are made to 
pay to most pressure groups 
out o f  fear, whereas every

small incident against tribals 
in mainland India becomes a 
headline. What wrong have 
we done to receive so much 
hatred? Like any other per­
son we arc only interested 
to provide a good life to our 
family. It’s really sad that we 
call ourselves a Democracy 
which we are not.

I am indeed sad that my 
ancestors came here in the 
first place. One day we will all 
leave; mosl have left. Hence I 
don’t understand the demand 
for ILP. Tourists are scared; 
many leave with bad experi­
ences; the Bengalis arc openly 
called Bangladeshis. Well. 
I believe in God and Karma 
will one day give justice!

Yours etc., 
Gancsh Vashist, 
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C entre  c lu le ss  o n  h o w  to end  the  
c o n tin u ed  v io len ce  in M an ip u r 
Rahul Gandhi’s 2-day visit 

should help facilitate dialogue 
among feuding tribes

By Sushil Kutty

by this ‘Pradhan Scvak', who 
mouths ’Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas' and ihcn doesn’t make 
a "prayas".

The question "Manipur, 
what next?" should have 
roiled the Prime Minister’s 
mind for tronths. Instead, he 
was everywhere including 
hobnobbing with the mum­
mies in Egypt’s pyramids 
instead o f doing "scva” in 
and around Imphal. Not that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is a stranger to Ma­
nipur. but would the Prime 
Minister si up and take no­
tice if son*;body mentioned 
"Churachandpur” to him? 
Latest reports suggest that 
Manipur chief minister N 
Bircn Singh may resign. 
Even if  he does so, will 
it facilitate the process of 
cstablishirg truce between 
the feuding tribes. Congress leader Rahul Ciandhi was 
halted and sent back from 
Churachandpur. He has to 
take a chopper there owing to 
security reasons. The Prime 
M inister tvouldn’t come, 
bui the “ Double-Engine ki 
Manipur Sorkar" o f the BJP 
will order the police to stop 
Rahul Gandhi from lending 
an car to people wracked 
by violence and extreme 
emotional distress, and do a 
bit o f  muci-nccdcd healing. 
What’s wTwig w ith the Prime 
Minister, why is he avoiding 
Manipur like the plague: does 
he only like plaques with his 
name in geld on them?

“Whal next for Manipur?" 
should have plagued Prime 
M inister Narendra M odi’s 
mind more lhan anything else 
in the last couple o f  months 
o f  continuous Manipur vio­
lence; more than the pleasure 
o f  gifting FLOTUS Jill Biden 
the "green diamond” and 
President Joe Biden the hug 
he nev er &kcd for. The dead 
and the living of Manipur 
will not forget and asking for 
forgiveness will be an insult 
that will not be tolerated.

"What iwxi for Manipur?” 
For certain Manipuris will be

all the time?
Rahul Gandhi has no 

such compulsions. Ilicy say 
Rahul Gandhi's ratings have 
gone up since the Bharat 
Jodo Yalta and his Manipur 
visit w ill double it. The panic 
in ihc Modi-Shah camp is 
why UCC has made its en­
try. How UCC will make a 
difference to the Mcitei and 
Kuki will never be asked.

“ W hat next fo r M a­
nipur?” is a question left 
hanging for an answer in TV 
debales. But ask "what next 
for UCC?" and ev ery anchor 
has the answer! The UCC is 
the Bharaliya Janata Parly’s 
“Pulwama" and "Balakole” 
for 2024. Will voters re­
member M anipur? What 
good have events in Manipur 
done for the BJP-? Why was 
ihe Manipur violence a l­
lowed to fester unfettered? 
Isn’t it odd tlut communal 
conflagrations always fol­
low Narendra Modi, even 
when he is nowhere near 
the disturbance. Also, there's 
always the little matter of 
the missing ”Raj Dhamia" 
that Prime M inister Atal 
Bchari Vajpayee mentioned 
to a visibly nervous Gujarat 
Chief Minister.

"Whal next for Manipur?" 
will depend on "what next 
for Narendra Modi, and what 
next for BJP?" Will Manipur 
be another factor in Modi’s 
carccning carccr that looks 
like it is heading fora tumul­
tuous climax? Prime Minis­
ter Narendra Modi somehow 
is always found wanting in 
situations when he should be 
in action. It happened in Gu­
jarat 2002; and it happened 
when Shahccn Bagh and the 
three farm bills embroiled 
the nation for months on 
end. Paralysis o f  action is 
a rare illness bui. sadly for 
Manipur's violence-hit. it 
has taken up residence in 7, 
Lok Kalyan Marg. "What 
next for Manipur'?" docs not 
seem to resonate with Prime
M in i s t e r  N a r e n d r a  M o d i.
(IPA Service)

Police flopped Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi in 
M anipur and without be­
ing asked “what next for 
Manipur?" the disqualified 
Congress Member o f  Parlia­
ment said. "Manipur needs 
healing” -  the panacea the 
violcncc-ht Manipuris have 
been yearning for months. 
Distraughl people every­
where. across time zones and 
over the years who have lived 
through violence will com­
miserate. but not the powers 
that be in New Delhi.

There are always killers 
and victims on both sides. 
In Maniptr. both the Kuki 
and Mcitei are looking for 
healing. Abo. succour, aid. a 
helping hand. Rahul Gandhi 
took his own sweet time com­
ing to Manipur is the com­
plaint. but whal about Prime 
M inister Marcndra Modi. 
India's pojt-2014 ‘Father of 
the Nation’, the man who can 
make a world o f  a difference 
jo Manipuri lives, especially 
that o f the hunted, w ho are 
desperately crying out for 
healing, but who have been 
left to fcni for themselves

to exact revenge: avenge the 
wrongs done to tlx? people by 
those who should have done 
the right things but did not. 
Violence begets violcncc but 
revenge will comc via the 
ballot box. If polarization is 
tlte key. then the job has been 
done and dusted with. "What 
next for Manipur?" will be 
answered in 2024, not just 
in Manipur, but across the 
entire northeast; people will 
vote their answers.

On June 30, Prime Min­
ister Narendra Modi vis­
ited Delhi University on 
ihe varsity’s 100th anniver­
sary and spoke o f nostalgia. 
”gup-shupping with co l­
leagues"; about "which film 
is in town" and "which OTT 
web series” was the best? CIcarty, Manipur and "what 
next for Manipur?" was the 
last thing in the Pradhan Sc- 
vak’s cluttered mind. "What 
next for Manipur?” could 
wait; in any case, wasn’t 
colleague Amit Shah. Union 
Home Minister, taking care 
o f that chore? You cannot 
have the Prime Minister 
with a "jhaddu" in his hand
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By J u l ia n  A very

F o r  a n y o n e  w h o  e n j o y s  
n a tu re , sum m er is a f a s c i ­
n a tin g  tim e to  be  o u ts id e . 
A nim als arc  on  the  m ove: T u rtle s 

a rc  n e s tin g , baby  b ird s  a rc  t e s t ­
in g  th e ir  w in g s, sn a k e s  a re  fo r ­
a g in g  and  y oung  m am m als a rc  
em e rg in g .

In c en tra l P en n sy lv an ia , w here 
I l i v e ,  l a s t  y e a r 's  h a tc h l in g  
p a in te d  tu r t le s  h a v e  o v e rw in ­
te re d  in th e ir  nests and  em erg ed  
lo o k in g  lik e  tiny  h e lp le ss  snacks 
fo r  r a c c o o n s  and  ra v e n s . I ’ve  
a lre a d y  rescu ed  a b ab y  k i l ld c c r  

a sh o re b ird  t i a t  n e sts  in p a rk ­
in g  lo ts  th a t ran  o f f  the  road  
a nd  g o t s tu c k  in  a g ra te . A nd 
I ’v e  w a tc h e d  an e a s te rn  c h ip ­
m unk p re y  on a n e s t  o f  to w h ee  
c h ic k s.

I m oved  the  k i l ld c c r  to sa fe ty  
b e c a u se  it had f a lle n  in to  w hat 
w c  c a l l  <... “ c c u l u g i v a l  
H u m an s c re a te  th e se  tra p s  w hen 
w c d e g ra d e  h a b ita t  th a t lo o k s 
s u ita b le  to an im als . For k illd c c r . 
p a rk in g  pads and ro o fs  g iv e  o f f  
a ll  th e  v ib e s  o f  a g re a t n e stin g  
s ite  e x cep t for the  d ra in s  and 
th e y  h a v e  less  n a tu ra l  h a b ita t  
a v a i la b le  these  d a y s.

But I d id n 't  in te rv e n e  w ith  
th e  t o w h e e s .  T h e i r  e x p o s e d  
n e s t  s i te  m ay h av e  b e e n  a bad 
p a r e n ta l  d e c is io n , o r  p e rh a p s  
th e  c h ic k s ’ b eg g in g  c a l le d  to o  
m u c h  a t t e n t io n .  E i t h e r  w a y . 
n a tu ra l se le c tio n  h e lp ed  e n su re  
th a t th e se  b irds an d  th e ir  g en es 
w ere  u n lik e ly  to  su rv iv e . U l t i ­
m a te ly . th a t t ra y  be b e t te r  fo r 
th e  p o p u la tio n  and  sp e c ie s  than  
i f  I h ad  in te rv en ed .

A s a w ild life  b io lo g is t. I know  
th a t r e lo c a tin g  a n im a ls  c a n  be 
b ad  from  a s c ie n tif ic  p e r s p e c ­
tiv e . It a lso  can e a s ily  harm  the  
c r e a tu re  you  w ant to  help .

B ased  on my e x p e r ie n c e  a s  a 
s c ie n t is t  an d  u n iv e rs ity  te a c h e r . 
I 'v e  d e v e lo p e d  g u id e l in e s  fo r  
w hen to  get inv o lv ed  in the  liv es  
o f  a n im a ls  I e n c o u n te r  o u ts id e . 
W hen I do  in te rv e n e , it  is  a f te r  
c a re fu l ly  c o n s id e rin g  the  p o te n ­
t ia l re a so n s  for th e  a n im a l's  s i t ­
u a tio n . the sp c c ic s ' p o p u la tio n  
s ta tu s  and the p o ten tia l harm  my 
a c t io n s  m igh t in f l ic t  upon  th e  
w h o le  p o p u la t on  n o t ju s t  on 
o ne a d o ra b le  c re a tu re .

R E A S O N S  FO R  C A U T IO N
W ild a n im als  have g en e tic  a s ­

so c ia t io n s  w ith  sp e c if ic  h a b ita ts  
th a t  h a v e  e v o lv e d  o v e r  m an y  
g e n e r a t io n s .  R e lo c a tin g  th em  
can  d is ru p t  th ese  c o n n e c tio n s .

M o v in g  a n im a ls  m ean s th e y  
c a n 't  c o n tr ib u te  th e ir  o ffsp r in g  
a nd  g en es to the lo cal p o p u la tio n  
t h ro u g h  b re e d in g . T h a t  c o u ld  
b e  c a ta s tro p h ic  fo r  sp e c ie s  w ith 
s lo w  p o p u la tio n  g ro w th , l ik e  
m an y  r e p t i l e s ,  w h o  m ay  ta k e  
y e a rs  to m atu re  and  m ig h t o n ly

m an ag e a few  su c c e ss fu l b ro o d s 
in th e ir  life t im e .

F o r sp c c ic s  lik e  th e se , m a tu re  
fem ales  a re  c r it ic a l  to  k eep in g  
p o p u la t io n  s i z e s  h ig h . W h en  
p o p u la tio n s  a re  sm a ll, th ey  lo se  
g cn c tic  d iv e rs ity  that h e lp s  them  
re s is t  e n v iro n m e n ta l ch a n g e .

M o v in g  w i l d l i f e  a l s o  m ay  
in tro d u c e  new  g e n e s  e lse w h e re , 
le a d in g  to  g c n c tic  sh i f t s  o v e r  
tim e  th a t d id n 't  e v o lv e  th ro u g h  
n a tu ra l s e le c t io n . A n im a ls  th a t 
a rc  su c c e ss fu l in a reg io n  tend  
to le a v e  m o re  o ff sp r in g , and  the 
h e r ita b le  g e n e tic  v a r ia t io n  tied  
to th a t s u c c e s s  b e c o m e s  m o re  
c o m m o n  a n d  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  
th e  lo c a l  e n v i ro n m e n t .  T h e s e  
a rc  im p o r ta n t  r e la t io n s h ip s  to 
s a fe g u a rd .

M o v in g  a n i m a l s  a l s o  c a n  
c a u se  im m e d ia te  h a rm . T r a n s ­
p o rte d  a n im a ls  o fte n  c a n 't  su r ­
v ive  in a te rr i to ry  o th e r  a n im a ls  
h a v e  a lre a d y  c la im e d , o r  d ie  
n e w  a r r i v a l s  m ay  d o  d a m a g e  

fo r  e x a m p le , by  p re y in g  on 
v u ln e ra b le  lo ca l sp e c ie s . W ild ­
life  m an ag ers m ay have to  m ove 
them  in to  c a p tiv ity  o r  e v e n  e u ­
th a n iz e  th em .

S o m e  s p e c i e s  c a n  s p r e a d  
p a th o g e n s  to  o th e r  w ild lif e  o r 
h u m an s. At a m in im u m , m oving  
a n im a ls  can  d iso r ie n t  them  and  
m ake it hard  fo r  them  to se t t le , 
f in d  fo o d  an d  w a te r  o r  a v o id  
p re d a to rs .

I T 'S  U S U A LLY  B E S T  T O  
K E E P  Y O U R  D IS T A N C E  
In  g e n e r a l ,  y o u r  d e f a u l t  

ch o ice  sh o u ld  be not to in te rfe re  
o r  in te ra c t w ith  w ild life . K now ­
in g  th a t  h u m a n s  a r c  n e a r b y  
s tr e s s e s  a n im a ls . It m akes them  
m ove aw ay  o r  forage and behave 
d iffe re n tly , and it can  harm  th e ir  
b o d y  c o n d i t io n  b y  t r ig g e r in g  
s tr e s s  re sp o n se s  th a t u l t im a te ly  
red uc e  th e ir  fe r t i l i ty .

I t ' s  e s p e c ia l ly  c o m m o n  fo r  
p eo p le  to  se e  bab y  a n im a ls  or 
b ird s , se e m in g ly  a lo n e , and  feel 
co m p e lle d  to h e lp . In f a c t, the  
p a re n ts  m ay h a v e  se c u re d  th e ir  
y o ung  and  be a c tiv e ly  c a r in g  for 
th em , o r  th e  y o u n g  a n im a ls  m ay a lre a d y  be in d e p e n d e n t.

T he am o u n t o f  p a re n ta l ca re  
th a t  d i f f e r e n t  sp e c ie s  p ro v id e  
ra n g e s  fro m  z e ro  to  a lo t. F o r 
e x a m p le ,  o n c e  a fe m a le  t u r ­
t le  c h o o s e s  a n e s t  s i t e  w ith  
w arm  te m p e ra tu re s  and  th e  r ig h t 
am ount o f  so il m o is tu re , she lays 
h er eg g s  an d  m o v es o n . H a tc h ­
lin g  tu r t le s  d o n 't  n eed  h e lp  u n ­
le ss  th e y ’ re n e a r  p e ts  or roa ds.

R a tt le sn a k e s  w ill b ask  in the  
su n  to  h e lp  th e i r  e m b ry o s  be 
b o rn  l iv e  a n d  h e a l th y . M an y  
m am m als h id e  th e ir  y o u n g  d u r ­
in g  th e  d ay  a n d  c a re  fo r them  
fo r  m o n th s .

B lu e b ird s  an d  t re e  sw allo w s 
w o rk  t i r e l e s s l y  to  f e e d  th e i r  
y o u n g , ev en  a f te r  f le d g in g . In

c o n tra s t , o th e r  b ird s  k ick  th e ir  
y o u n g  ou t a t  an ea rly  s ta g e  so 
th ey  c a n  s ta r t  th e  next c lu tc h .

W h atev er  th e  sp c c ic s . young 
and  in e x p e rie n c e d  an im als w ith ­
o u t p a re n ts  n ea rb y  may e i th e r  be 
le a rn in g  how  to  nav igate  o r  have 
been left h idden  by h e ir  p a re n ts  
o n  p u rp o se .

P a re n ts  d o  o c c a s io n a lly  a b a n ­
don  th e i r  y o u n g . They m ay do 
i t  o n  p u r p o s e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  
o ffsp r in g  a rc  u n fi t , o r  b e c a u se  
the  p a re n ts  a r e n 't  fit en o u g h  to 
ra is e  th em . O r p e rh a p s the  p a r ­
e n ts  have g o tte n  lost. W h atev er  
th e  r e a s o n ,  n a tu ra l  s e le c t io n  
l ik e ly  m ean s th e se  in d iv id u a ls  
and th e i r  g e n e  c o m p le x e s w ill 
n o t c o n tin u e  fo rw ard  and that 
b e n e f its  th e  sp e c ie s  o v e ra ll .
P U T  T H E  A N IM A L 'S  N E E D S 

B E FO R K  
Y O U R  OW N 

I t 's  w ell e s ta b lish e d  th a t g e t ­
tin g  c lo se  to n a tu re  is  g o o d  for 
p e o p le 's  m en ta l health . I b e liev e  
i t 's  v e ry  im p o rta n t o fo s te r  h u ­

m an c o n n e c tio n s  to  n a tu re  and 
f a c i li ta te  th e se  c o n n e c tio n s  fo r 
p e o p le  w ho have l i t t le  e x p o su re  
to  th e  o u td o o rs .

I a d v o c a t e  a m in d f u l  a n d  
h an d s-o n  ap p ro a c h  to  bein g  o u t ­
s id e . F o r e x a m p le . I d o n 't  touch  
a n im a ls  that are  ra re  u n le s s  i t 's  
p a r t o f  my re se a rc h  o r  co v ered  
by p e rm its . It I h an d le  an  aquatic  
a n im a l. I m ake su re  m y hands 
a rc  w et an d  free  o f  ch e m ic a ls .

H o w e v e r ,  a n i m a l s '  n e e d s  
sh o u ld  c o m e  f i r s t .  W h e n e v e r  
hum ans a re  ac tiv e  in an a n im a l's  
h a b ita t, they  can  d e g ra d e  it  and 
le a d  th e  a n im a ls  to  se e k  o th e r  
sp ace .

S om e w ild  a n im a ls  m ay be 
a b a n d o n e d  o r  a l o n e  a c t i n g  
s tra n g e ly  b ecau se  th ey  a re  sick  
o r  g e n e ra lly  u n fi t . P e o p le  w ho 
h a n d le  th e se  a n im a ls  risk  c o n ­
tra c tin g  z o o n o tic  d is e a s e s , su ch  
a s  ra b ie s , p lag u e  an d  a v ia n  in ­
f lu en za. S om etim es an un h ealthy  
a n im al n eed s to be le f t  a lo n e  to 
a v o id  sp re a d in g  in fe c t io n .

T h e re  a lso  a r c  a n im a ls  th a t

p re te n d  to  be  in ju re d  cr d e a d  
a s  a d e fe n se  s tra te g y . A ca su a l 
o b se rv e r  m ay th in k  a rescu e  is 
n c c c s sa ry . b u t d o n ’t m ake a s ­
s u m p tio n s . F o r  e x a m p le , V ir ­
g in ia  o p o ssu m s play  dead  in an 
in v o lu n ta r y  f ix e d  re sp o n se  to 
fea r  ca llc d  d e fe n s iv e  th an a to sis . 
T h ey  c a n 't  c o n tro l i t , but w ith in  
m in u te s  to  h o u rs , th e y 'r e  up  and  
back  to  n o rm al.
W H E N  AND H O W  T O  H E L P

H e re  a r e  s o m e  g u i d e l i n e s  
fo r w hen and  how  to  in te rv en e  
in w ay s th a t m in im iz e  harm  to 
w ild life .

F irs t, d o n ’t r e lo c a te  e n im als  
o v e r  s ig n i f ic a n t  d is ta n c e s . An 
a n im al th a t a c c id e n ta l ly  h itch cs  
a r id e  o v e r  lo n g  d is ta n c e s , such  
as a t re e  fro g  u n d er y our bum per, 
sh o u ld n 't  b e  r e le a se d  in a new  
h o st a re a .

H e lp in g  an  a n im a l  c r o s s  a 
busy  roa d  is OK i f  you m ove it 
in th e  d ire c t io n  in  w h ich  it is 
a lre a d y  h ead ed . T h is  is  p a r tic u ­
la rly  tru e  fo r a n im a ls  that liv e  a

lu n g  t i m e  a n d  i c p i u d u e e  s l o w l y ,
l ik e  box tu r t le s ,  w hich  a re  d e ­
c l in in g  a c ro s s  N o rth  A m e ric a . 
E n su rin g  the  su rv iv a l o f  a s in g le  
a d u lt  fem ale  box tu r t le  can  be 
v e ry  im po rtan t to  th e  su c c e ss  o f  
a lo ca l p o p u la tio n .

S e c o n d , re sp e c t  th e  ru le s  at 
n a t io n a l, s ta te  and  lo ca l p a rks . 
P a rk s  o fte n  p ro te c t a t-r isk  sp c ­
c ic s  th a t c a n 't  s a f e ly  in te ra c t  
w i th  h u m a n s . F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
d e se r t  to r to is e s  m ay u rin a te  as a 
d e fe n se  w hen  p ick cd  u p . w h ich  
r e d u c e s  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  w a te r  
su p p ly .

L e a rn  to  id e n t i f y  c o m m o n  
sp c c ic s  th a t can  h a n d le  hum an  
c u r io s i ty  and  m ake g o o d  am b a s­
sa d o r s  fo r  b io d iv e r s i ty .  M any 
s ta te  a g c n c ic s  h a v e  a w eb site  or 
a t la s  fo r  m a jo r  w ild life  g ro u p s 
th a t w ill h e lp  y o u  lea rn  w hich  
sp e c ie s  a rc  w id e sp re a d  o r  m ore  
ra re . M ost p o n d s h av e  a c o m ­
m on f ro g  t h a t 's  su re  to  c a tc h  
y o u r ey e .

T h ird , i f  you th in k  an  an im al 
is  t ru ly  in  d a n g e r , c a l l  a lo cal 
g a m e  w a r d e n ,  w i l d l i f e  o f f i ­
ce r , reh ab  p ro fe ss io n a l o r  park  
ra n g e r  for a d v ic e . I f  the  an im al 
is  im m e d ia te ly  a t r is k  fro m  a 
p e t o r  a p p ro a c h in g  c a r , a n d  you 
can  re a c h  it sa fe ly , p u t on som e 
g lo v e s  and h e lp  it b u t leav e  it 
tra v e l in g  in the  sam e d ire c tio n  
it  w as m o v in g , o r  n e a r  i ts  lo cal 
a re a , so  th a t it d o e s n 't  b eco m e 
d iso r ie n te d  and  try  to  d isp e rse  
in to  d a n g e ro u s  h a b ita t.

F o u rth , g e t o u t and e x p lo re . 
B u t r e m e m b e r  th a t  y o u 'r e  a 
g u e st in the  a n im a ls ' h a b ita t 
t re a d  s o f t ly  and  r e sp e c tfu lly . A 
f a lle n  lo g  can  s h e l te r  a ll k in d s 
o f  c r c a tu re s . Look u n d e rn e a th , 
and  then  p la c e  it back  as it w as 
so  that it c o n tin u e s  to  be a hom e 
fo r  them . (T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

( T h e  a u t h o r  is  A s s o c i a t e  
R e s e a rc h  P ro fe s s o r  o f  W ild life  
C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  
S ta te .  USA)

ADIPURUSH IS A MINEFIELD OF MISADVENTURES
By K a v y a  D ubey

W ith in  a w eek  o f  i ts  re le a se , th e  R am a- 
y a n a - in s p ir e d  A d ip u r u s h  h a s  h a d  the 
in te res t o f  the a u d ie n c e  c rash  and  n early  
d ie  dow n fo r a n u m be r o f  r e a so n s .

To b e g in  w ith , th o se  w ho  g rew  up fo llo w in g  
H in d u  c u ltu re , w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e y  e x p l ic i t ly  
id e n tify  w ith  the R a m a y a n a -o ric n tc d  b e l ie f  sy s ­
tem . a re  b o u n d  to ra is e  e y e b ro w s at th is  Om  R aut 
m isa d v e n tu re  to u te d  to be  a n  a d a p ta t io n  o f  the  
ep ic .

And th o se  w ho arc  not fro m  the  c o m m u n ity , 
b u t w ish  to know  a th in g  o r  tw o  a b o u t ’H indu  
c u l tu re ’ b y  w ay o f  c a s u a lly  w a tc h in g  a m o v ie , 
w ill b e  co m ic a lly  m isg u id ed  i f  th ey  go by w hat 
th ey  see . Poor d ia lo g u e s  a rc  o n ly  th e  t ip  o f  the 
ic e b e rg .

R avan  w a s a g re a t d em on  k in g  -- y e s , g re a t, 
b e c a u se  even  though  he  w as a d em o n , h is m erit 
w as in c o n te s ta b le  and  ev en  th e  g o d s a c k n o w l­
e d g e d  it.

H is k ingdom  w as s i tu a te d  in th e  tro p ic a l region 
o f  th e  Ind ian  su b c o n tin e n t and n o tw ith s ta n d in g  
th e  v a g a r ie s  o f  c l im a te  c h a n g e , th e  L anka o f  Ra- 
m ay an a w o u ld  have b een  m uch g re e n e r  than  wc 
can  im a g in e  -- not b lack!

T h e  d e ta i ls  in the f ilm , w hich  c o u ld  have been  
a  m ark o f  g re a t c in e m a tic  f in e s se , a re  bu t a d is ­
p le a s in g  im ita tio n  o f  som e ic o n ic  d e ta i l s  from  
H o lly w o o d  f ilm s: th e  H a rry  P o tte r c s q e  d e a th  
e a te rs  th a t float a b o u t Lord  Ram (R a g h a v ); the 
G am e O f  T h ro n e s-s ty le  g a i t  o f  R av an  (w ho  has 
u n c h a ra c te r i s t ic a l ly  n e a t ly  c ro p p e d  an d  g e lle d  
h a ir)  and  h is  d ra g o n - l ik c  bat for a v e h ic le ;  a 
c h a rc o a l - f in is h e d  L anka lo o k in g  l ik e  th e  e v i l  
tw in  o f  T h o r’s A sg ard , th e  P lan e t o f  T h e  A pes- 
r c p lic a  ’v a n a r  s e n a '.  in c lu s iv e  o f  a K ing  K ong 
h e re  and  th e re : an d  c o s tu m e s  an d  h a ird o  o f  the 
v i l la in s  th a t are  ju s t  no t In d ian  by a n y  s tr e tc h  o f  
im a g in a tio n .

T h ese  s tr ik in g  d e ta i ls  w ere lifte d  w ith ou t much

e ffo r t to c u s to m ise  th em  to  f it th e  co n tex t o f  Ra- 
m a y a n , w h ich  is  not ju s t  an  o b jc c t  o f  fan cy  bu t a 
d e e p ly  re v e re d  c u ltu ra l  h e r ita g e .

Even H o llyw o o d  w o u ld  have h ad  e x o tic  g o b ­
le ts , in s te a d  o f  th o se  g o ld -s tr e a k e d  b la c k  w ine 
g la s s e s , k n o w ing  th a t it is  a s to ry  from  a n c ie n t 
tim e s .

T h is  Rs 5 0 0 -c ro rc  film  c o u ld  have been  o th e r ­
w ise  ju s t i f ie d  for its  v isu a l e f fe c ts , w h ich  w ere  
im p re s s iv e  b u t te rr ib ly  m isp la c e d  in an  in c re d ­
ib ly  w rong  s to ry lin e  th a t ju s t  ru sh ed  to co n c lu d e . 
T h is  a m o u n ts  to  a m ock ery  and  an  in su lt to o u r  
c u l tu ra l  h e r ita g e .

A s fa r  a s  com m o n  film m a k in g  g o es, th e re  may 
b e  no l im it to im a g in a tio n , bu t w ith  re g a rd  to 
d e p ic tin g  an e s ta b lish e d  p iece  o f  w ork , e sp ec ia lly  
o ne th a t h a s  re lig io u s  se n t im e n ts  a t.ac h e d  to  it , 
it b e c o m e s  an o b lig a t io n  to  a c c o m p lish  su ch  an

u n d e rta k in g  m uch a s e n se  o f  r e sp o n s ib i l ity .
The in e p t r c c i ta t io n  o f  a p a rt o f  the  T an d av  

S to tra  by R avan b efo re  S ita , w hen he say s th a t he 
w ill c lim b  o n  to  R am ’s c h c s t and  do the T andav. 
o n ly  b e tra y s th e  e m b a rra ss in g  lack  o f  re se a rc h  by 
th e  m a k e rs  -- T andav is a dan ce  form  ( th e  d iv in e  
d a n c e  p e r fo rm e d  by L o rd  S h iv a ) , a n d  T a n d a v  
S to tra  is a hym n co m p o se d  by R avan in p ra is e  o f  
th e  god  — it is  n o t a v ic to ry  jin g le !

T he s e r ie s  o f  b lu n d e rs  and m is re p re s e n ta t io n s  
sim ply  d o n 't  end . S ev era l d e p ic t io n s  a rc  fa c tu a lly  
in c o rre c t , a p a r t fro m  b e in g  e x a g g e ra te d . R avan . 
in s te a d  o f  im m o rta l ity , e a rn e d  the  boon  o f  in ­
v in c ib i l i ty  an d  im m u n ity  fro m  a ll g o d s , d em o n s, 
h eav en ly  sp i r i ts ,  se rp e n ts , an d  w ild  b e a s ts  from  
B rahm a.

S o . he d ie d  a t the  han d s o f  a h u m an  -- Lord  
R am . But th e  film  m ixe s up m y th o lo g ic a l c h a r ­

a c te r s  from  a c ro s s  s c r ip tu re s  an d  d e p ic ts  R avan 
e n jo y in g  th e  d e a th -e v a d in g  b o o n , w h ic h  w as 
a c tu a l!)  g ra n te d  to  H ira n y a k a sh y a p . the  dem on  
k in g  frcm  the  P a u ra n ic  te x ts , w ho w as k i l le d  by 
Lord  V ishnu in  h is N a ra sim h a  ( h a lf  m an . h a lf  
lio n )  form.

F u rth er, the  o c c u lt is t  w a rrio r  p rin c e  M eghnad  
is n ea rly  f ic t io n a l is c d  w ith  th a t 'sw a rn a  jh e e l ’ 
in n o va tio n . T re a tin g  L akshm an  w ith  w hat lo oked  
lik e  a sh allo w  neon S a n jc c v a n i ju ic e  b a th  in the  
m id d le  o f  a w ar a t  i ts  tu rn in g  p o in t w as go ing  
o v e rb o a rd  w ith o u t an y  c a re  fo r com m o n  se n se .

Even  th e  v e ry  nam e o f  th e  f ilm . A d ip u ru sh ,  is  
in co rrec t and  u tte r ly  m in d le s s . T he w o rd , l i t e r ­
a lly  m ean ing  'th e  f ir s t  man*, h as no s ig n if ic a n c e  
in th e  c o n te x t o f  R am ayan .

Am ong sev era l R a m ay an -asso c ia tcd  a c to rs  who 
h av e  com c fo rth  w ith  th e ir  c r it ic ism . A run G o v il. 
w ho p o rtra y e d  L o rd  R am  in  R am an an d  S a g a r 's  
Ram ayan  ( th e  1987 TV  se r ie s ) , m ade a v a lid  point 
w hen he s a id  th a t the  Lord an d  R am ayan a rc  b e ­
yond  ’'m o d e rn is a tio n "  and  th a t th e re  is  no n eed  to 
a tte m p t th a t and d is r e sp e c t  p e o p le 's  d e v o tio n .

Away fro m  th e  s c re e n s , v a r io u s  H in d u  r e l i ­
g io u s o u tfits  and p o lit ic a l  p a r tie s  h av e  jo in e d  the 
c h o ru s  lo b an  the  film . It is  im p o r ta n t to reca ll 
h e re  th a t la s t  O c to b e r, m o n ks fro m  A yodhya had 
ra is e d  o b je c t io n s  to th e  " d is to r t io n s ” se e n  in the  
f ilm 's  tia i lc r .

N o d:>ubt, A d ip u ru s h  is  a th o ro u g h ly  d is a p ­
p o in tin g  m is a d v e n tu re , b u t o n e  m ig h t  w o n d e r  
w hat is  the  po in t o f  su ch  a film  at a l l . A lso , how 
d id  th e  C en so r B o ard  n o t fee l the  n eed  to  " r e g u ­
la te "  its c o n te n t?

So. does the  Indian  au d icn cc  not know  R am aya- 
na enough to be e d u c a te d  abou t it (o r  e n te rta in e d )  
th ro u g h  c o m m e rc ia l  c in c m a ?  O r d o cs it se rv e  
som e o th er  p u rp o se  by k e e p in g  p e o p le  e n g ag ed  
in a c irc u la r  d is c o u r s e  an d  h a v e  th e m  e n fo rc e  
th e ir  H indu id e n tity  on  the  p re te x t  o f  R am ayana 
fo r  re a so n s th a t  w a rra n t a n o th e r  d is c u s s io n ?  Let 
u s  w a it an d  w atch! (IA N S )
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Paris riots: When police shot a teenager dead...
R io ts  have b ro k e n  o u t in  N a n te rre , a su b u rb  

o f  P a ris , fo llo w in g  th e  le th a l p o lic e  sh o o t­
ing o f  a 1 7 -y e a r-o ld  b o y  nam ed  a s  N ahel 
M. An in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  h is  d e a th  is o n g o in g  but 
th e  s i tu a t io n  has a lre a d y  tr ig g e re d  p ro te s t  and 

an g er. W h atev er the  in v e s t ig a t io n  c o n c lu d e s , the 
in c id e n t fo rm s p a r t o f  a c o m p lc x , d e e p -ro o te d  
p ro b lem .

It ra is e s  the  m em ory o f  the  v io le n c e  th a t sp read  
a c ro ss  the  c i ty 's  su b u rb s  in 2 0 0 5 , la s tin g  m ore 
th an  th re e  w eek s and fo rc in g  th e  c o u n try  in to  a 
s ta te  o f  em erg en cy . M any  o f  th e  is su e s  b e h in d  
th e  u n re s t back then  re m a in  u n re so lv e d  to  th is  
d ay  and  have p o te n tia lly  been  a g g ra v a te d  by e v e r  
w o rse n in g  r e la tio n s  betw een  the  p o lic e  and the 
p u b lic .

D u rin g  my e x te n siv e  fie ld w o rk  in the  su burban  
e s ta te s  o f  P aris , Lyon and M a rse ille  I have seen  
an d  h e a rd  f irs t-h a n d  the  g r ie v a n c e s  th a t a re  now- 
b e in g  c r ie d  o u t on  the  s tr e e ts  o f  N a n te rre .

T H E  SU B U R B S  AND P O V E R T Y
C e r ta in  su b u rb s o f  la rg e  F re n c h  c i t ie s  h a v e , 

fo r  d e c a d e s , su ffe red  from  w h at h as been  la b e lle d  
th e  w o rs t  " h y ^ e r m a r g in a l i s a t io n ” in E u ro p e . 
P o o r-q u a lity  housing  and sc h o o lin g  co m b in e  w ith 
g e o g ra p h ic a l  iso la tio n  a n d  rac ism  to m ak e  it  v ir ­
tu a l ly  im p o ssib le  fo r  p e o p le  to s ta n d  a c h a n c e  at 
im p ro v in g  th e ir  c irc u m s ta n c e s .

E v id e n c e  has lo n g  sh o w n  th a t  p e o p le  liv in g  
in  p o o r su b u rb s c a n  e x p e c t  to fa c e  d is c r im in a ­
tio n  b a se d  on th e  v e ry  fac t o f  l iv in g  in th o se  
su b u rb s  w hen  th ey  a p p ly  fo r  a jo b . E v en  ju s t  
h a v in g  a c e r ta in  nam e on y o u r  CV can  ru le  you 
o u t o f  em p loy m en t th a n k s to w id e sp re a d  ra c ia l 
d isc r im in a tio n .

D isco n ten t am ong y o u n g  p eo p le  in th ese  p la c e s  
h as been b rew ing  for decad es  a s  a re su lt . T he f ir s t 
r io ts  o f  th e  k inc c u r re n tly  h ap p en in g  in P a ris  took 
p la c e  in  Lyon as fa r  b ack  a s  th e  1990s.

A nd y e t , o u ts id e  m o m en ts  o f  c r is i s ,  th e re  a p ­
p e a rs  to be p ra c tic a lly  no  d isc u s s io n  by F ren ch  
le a d e rsh ip  abou t how to  ta c k le  the  p ro b le m s that 
d riv e  so m uch a n g er  in the  su b u rb s.

P re s id e n t E m m anuel M acron  p re se n ts  h im s e lf  
a s  c o m m itte d  o r e - in d u s t r ia l i s in g  F ra n c e  and  
r e v ita l is in g  the  econom y.

H o w ev er. M a c ro n 's  v is io n  d o c s  not in c lu d e  
an y  p lan  for using  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  to b rin g  o p ­
p o rtu n ity  to  the  su b u rb s  o r, v iew ed  the  o th e r  w ay 
ro u n d , to ha rne ss  the  p o te n tia l  o f  th e  su b u rb s  to 
d r iv e  e co n o m ic  g ro w th .

In tw o  p re s id e n tia l te rm s , he has f a ile d  to p ro ­
d u ce  a c o h eren t p o lic y  fo r  so lv in g  som e o f  the 
k ey  p ro b le m s  o f  th e  su b u rb s .

P O L IC E  B R U T A L IT Y
P o lic e  b ru ta l i ty  is  a to p ic  o f  g re a t  c o n c e rn  

in F ra n c e  a t tt>c m o m en t, b ey o n d  the  N a n te rre  
in c id e n t. E a rlie r  th is  y e a r , in te rn a t io n a l  hum an 
r ig h ts  o rg a n isa tio n  th e  C o u n c il o f  E u ro p e  took

the e x tra o rd in a ry  s te p  o f  d ire c t ly  la m b a stin g  the  
F rench  p o lic e  fo r “ e x c e s s iv e  u se  o f  fo rce"  d u rin g  
p ro te s ts  a g a in s t  M a c ro n 's  p e n s io n  refo rm s.

P o lic in g  a p p e a r s  s tu c k  in an  a l l -o r -n o th in g  
ap p ro a c h . In a re c e n t in te rv ie w  1 helped  co n d u c t 
fo r  a d o c u m e n ta ry  in  th e  su b u rb s  o f  M a rse ille , 
re s id e n ts  p o in ted  to su c c e ssiv e  c u ts  to co m m u n ity  
b a se d  p o lic e  o f f ic e r s ,  b a se d  in the  e s ta te s ,  as 
key re a so n s fo r  in c re a se s  in  te n s io n  betw een  the  
p o p u la tio n  an d  the  p o lic e . P ro te s ts , m e a n w h ile , 
a rc  m et w ith  tea r  g as and b a to n s .

S u c c e ss iv e  g o v e rn m e n ts  h av e  used  p o lic in g  to  
co n tro l  th e  p o p u la tio n  to  p re v e n t p o litic a l tu r ­
m o il, e ro d in g  the  le g itim a c y  o f  law  en fo rc e m e n t 
a lo n g  th e  w ay.

A nd y e t , th e  p o lic e  a re  e x tre m e ly  h o s t i le  to 
re fo rm , a s ta n c e  th a t is a id e d  and  ab e tted  by th e ir  
p o w erfu l u n io n s and  M acro n  h im se lf, w ho n eed s

th e  p o lic c  to  c ru sh  o p p o s itio n  to  h is  re fo rm s .
M A C R O N  V S S A R K O Z Y  

F o rm er p re s id e n t N ic o la s  S ark o zy  is in fam o u s 
fo r  in f la m in g  te n s io n s  d u rin g  th e  2005 r io ts  by 
re fe r r in g  to th e  p eo p le  in v o lv e d  as “ sc u m ” w ho 
need ed  to be  p re ssu re  w ash ed  from  the  su b u rb s . 
M acro n , to o . has b een  re p e a te d ly  c r it ic is e d  fo r 
str ik in g  an  a r ro g a n t , to n e  d u rin g  h is p o lit ic a l  c a ­
ree r, m ak ing  n u m erous g affs in c lu d in g  su g g es tin g  
an u n e m p lo y ed  w o rk e r  o n ly  need ed  to “ c ro s s  th e  
s tr e e t"  to  fin d  w ork.

H o w e v e r, h is  c o n s i l i a to r y  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  
d e a th  o f  N a h e l c o u ld  not be  fu r th e r  re m o v e d  
from  S a rk o /y ’s  s ta n c e . He h a s  c a l le d  th e  k illin g  
“ in e x c u sa b le "  and  held  a c r is i s  m e e tin g  to see k  
a so lu tio n  to  th e  c r is is .

A trip  to se e  E lton  John  p erfo rm  w h ile  th e  r io ts

o c c u r re d  w as p e r h a p s  not a d v is a b le  and  c o m ­
m e n ts  a?o u t y o u n g  p e o p le  b e in g  “ in to x ic a te d "  
by v ideo g am es w ere  so m e w h a t m isg u id e d , but 
M acron  has a t le a s t  t r ie d  to c a lm  te n s io n s  and 
n o t in flam e  them .

A key p ro b lem  fo r  h im , how ev er, is the  d iffu se , 
d e -c c n tra lisc d  n a tu re  o f  the  p ro te s to rs . T h ere  is 
no le a d e rsh ip  to  m eet a n d  n e g o tia te  w ith , and 
th e re  a r ;  n o  sp e c i f ic  d e m a n d s  th a t  n e e d  to  be 
m et to d e fuse  th e  te n s io n . A s in 2 0 0 5 , th e  r io ts  
a rc  o c c u rr in g  sp o n ta n e o u s ly , so m e tim e s  e s ta te  
by  esta te .

T h a t m ak es e s c a la tio n  v e ry  d i f f ic u l t  fo r the 
g o v ern m en t to s to p . A nd it u n d e rs c o re s  th e  need  
f o r a  far m ore  w id e -re a c h in g , th o u g h tfu l resp o n se  
to  tac k le  the  e n tre n c h e d , d e c a d e s -o ld  p ro b lem s o f  
po o r  so c ia l p ro sp e c ts  and  p o lic e  b ru ta l i ty  in the  
su b u rb s  o f  F ren ch  c i t ie s . (T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

‘Star - Gazing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bhambi Sunday, JULY 2, 2023

'Birthday Forecast’
Moon brine Venus on ycu iM r return chart and wil give good results. You aril 
successfcly «m  K4 otmoney. A good now* ml Ml your spirt* People wil be 
behind you and will hdp in your luaMt The (fenetary posrton wil become 
favorable. Student* wil do eieir work wi»i ful loyally and concentration They 
will get success in exanstnterview You will havo betlir retttenŝ p wi*i your 
boss and senior officials- You wil make people happy with your honesty and 
get your work done wifi ease. You wil get a promotion in your job. Your mfc>- 
tnce will mcrease at the social and famiy level. You wil gel praised by peopie 
Matters related to court wil be resolved with mutual consent and mediation. 
You will have wonderfd relations with your spouse.

This  week for you’

Arios : (March 21 - April 20) Your deed wtibnng worthy reward* for ycu 
You reman very popularand your name and fame wtH spread 
far ant wide. You will catch attentc* of your bosses and your 
ideas mb get preference. You will remain dose to your partner 
and wil spend lot of tene with huntier. You wSl achieve a lot in 
y our Cir cer because of your hard work. You wil have noshortsjc 

i J P K  of fcinfc and you wti use your experience to gel new client* in 
C . your business. You wil be successM in your efforts. It is dawn

of a rww era as you may touch peak of success and it is going 
to be avery tavoratte phase. You will also gel success in eum*-' 
test*. Tike adequate care d  you health.

Taurus: (April 21 -May 21 )YouwUbecommttedtoyourworKlt(sgong 
to be wonderful wee* for you. You wtt get material contorts. Money 
Inflowwillbesmoothandcontnuou* YouwU enjoy vehideand 
propeity comfort s. You wil also grt aflectoncrfyour parens You 

r  « il so get promotion in your job. You mill take care to dBchargc 
your (tomesttc duties and rcspons>b>Uy but your protessionai 

• ■ f  nrork veil also not suffer. You will excel in both. You will work on 
|J rl  your strategy reaching greater heights professionally. You wil

•l»« 9*1 new buâ wM o<d«o An »u»plclou» function «.» Mfce
place it your house. Marriage o< your chidren wil also get fixed 
You wfl plan to go on a vacation with your tartly

Gemini : (May 22 - June 21) Your prudence will make you earn much 
money You wiU receive seme amarng rcsdts this week. You 
wil met your deadmes and wil exed in you work. You wil 
remair popiferamongyourcoiieaguot YourfeadersNpqualltics 
wil gd reflected. You will afco get promoted in your job Take 

Thdf profosnonal decision* corrccCy. Your eammgwll Increase, You 
y l { ] | \ .  wil ffcn to buy a house, shop or commercial property. H you are 

setting up a new butmess or project wait pateney for Mngs 
to mo*e in their natural grooves You cryoy the chanjng 
seasoi and wiO plan to go out staton with your family. Your 
name and tame will increase. You wil make new friend* and 
wil treat (hem well.

Cancer : (Juno 22 - July 22>'t it going to be an amazing week for you 
You wti work with much tad and wisdom. A* a resdt you wil 
be abfc to complete your work with ease. People will be looking 
forward to work along » s  you and you wiU be able to establish 
an eScctve dialogue with everyone. You wvl g« much satisfac­
tion from your work. Love aBairt wrl be successfU. You need 
to be caretJ  m your all finandat deals, fe*t you get cheated. You 
canno afford to nog led the emotions of your life partner a* ho' 
she is very important for you. You wil remain alert with your aims 
and t>gets. You charismatic personality will be on its peak and 
you wil progress tast 

Leo : (July 23- Au3ust23)»isgolngiobeatcrrtftc week tor you Youwil 
get lot of happiness and wil have fun with your famiy members. 
You wi be in a joly mood and will be satisfied. Matter* roUMd 
to motey will be the man cause of concern but you wtit coup 
up with them well. You ml spend tme in reading knowledge 
enharong lleratue. There win be monetary gain* for you. There 
wil aho be an increase n you income or earrings. You will be 

J J  W  happy to spend tme wrffi you ta<cdy. You business deal* wil 
be successful. The obstacles to you partnership wil come to 
an ent You will try and work according to you wishes. All your 
plans vH be successful 

Virgo: (August 24 ■ September 22)lt«*Ubeapeacefdandhappy week 
for yoe. Jupiter and Venus wil bring happiness in your martd 
life. Pitvwr* wil understand expectation* and f«:ng* of each 

r t  /  other veil-You wil have monetary gains. You wil plan to go out 
of stat on with your tan*y The tune I* lull of good tdng* You 

'4 r ^  • »rtl avoid hot discussions in you famiy a* it may deteriorate

famiy peace You wil give preference to pea* and happiness 
In the fanWy Those grwng exams wiu gr.e tk»r best You wil 
have no shortage of money. There will be at improvement in 
the situation at your workplace You Ifew4l get back on track 
and gather momentum

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) You time will tehappty passed.
At this tj-no your outtoo&. values and behavor wvi undergo a 
posltivechange Youwllbringaboutan Increase nyour rcspect 
and prestige. You will go on a journey wlh your family. You will 
prefer to visit a Ml station or go abroad. Yot cannot afford to 
upset your boss . You may be given an important responsibly 
in your |Ob that will make you happy. You rraght have to make 
lot of efforts in order to get admission In the course, school 
and college of your choice, h the end. result be good and will 
come up to your expectations You will ha\o no shortage ot 
money and fond*.

Scorpio : (October 24 • November 22) You wil de well in you job!
work, butdomestic Issues will ahorUe your rWid. You wil look 
after the family well and will be irrrcfred in tupng and seeing 
actMtles A major shift w« be seen In your tosinoss Besides

0 0 wort, you mtghtalso take some Intercd Inotfierthlngs Youwlll 
’■ f  spend lot of your time in bugh'ng and joking end having fun 

and entertainment wlh your family YouwillakotakeWerestin 
entertaining activities. You wil also participle in some sports 
event. You will be happy to have guests at heme. You will also 
work with ful concentrabon and sincerity. You will aho not 
take too many iberties in the maaer of money and heart. You 
will have good bonding with you Me partm'

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21)Th*gsare moving in 
the right diredlon. You will be gtftng along well with others 
You could get promoted all of a sudden in yo jr job You w* be 
qivcn major responsibilities which you «n0 handle to be best 
ofyourabttbes. Your name and tame w* spieadfarand wide, 
It seems that you may feel upsd as some pirson may ignore 
you. 8ut the is not the reason to get dttheartened You have 
your own importance in the eyes of others and they value your 
use. Those who are phnr*ng to take some ixaminations will 
work hard and wit get wonderful success Lwe bird* will have 
great time and they wfl enjoy each other's company. You will 
have no hoalh problems

Capricorn : (December 22 • January 20)Youwil get a chance to 
show you talent on a bigger and wider putiorm Your dforts 
will get recognucd which wilt please you a lot.You will be under 
no hury to finish your task and wil take yoir own time. Your 
bosses *-.l have high hopes from you and rou will come up 
to the exportations of one and all. You will lave no shortage 
of money and will spend lavishly on luxurioes items You will 

^  I )  bocaughtinaeUemmaendwillboinh«»mndsastohowto 
go aboi* the tNngs. 8ut you wM remain erer watchful and 
cautious and In the process you wil take acvicc of your well 
wishers. Husband and wife will have wonderbl understanding 
with each other.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)You will be gating exceptional 
results eis week. At t knes you will be amazed H the swift tun el 
event*. 8ut this shoUd not ccme a* a big surprise tor you. You 

.  will be getting a good job offer which you had never imagine. You
will afcocr>,oy good pay and pert*. Those wto are kibusme** 

J K .  will do well. You wJ think about you work an] wil putuo your 
own hobbies and interests. You economic sde wnl be strong. 
You will be devoted to you work. Those yvirg test*, interview 
will get success. Lovebirds wil have a wonterf J  time: Those 
who are single wui plan to get married,

Pisces : (February 19 • March 20) TN* wodi wil prcve to be lucky for 
you. Your work will get appreciated and you ropes and expecta­
tions wui get foiled You win have no shortage of work and wil 
remain in demand You irtU have a beneficial 6me period. New 
sources of income will develop You wui reiraun committed to 

. ycur work You wui do some new work, which vll give you inner
peace. Your ties with you partner will remain strong. Youwil get 
happiness Iron your children. Youw-il re man busy In shopping 
ano wyi Buy expensive item tor you house, work mat wil be 
done wi*i concentration will be finalized on ime. But you wil 
undertake new work wi*i caubon.

Monsoon hair care routine

M a n a g in g  and  m a in ta in in g  h e a lth y  tre s se s  
can  be a co n s ta n t s tru g g le . A s im p le  ru le  
o f  th u m b  th a t w e te n d  to  o v e rlo o k  w ith  
re g a rd s  to  h a ir  c a re  is th a t a h e a l th y  m ane b e g in s  
w ith  a h e a lth y  sc a lp .

W hile  sk in  c a re  and  the  m u ltip le  la y e re d  ro u ­
tin e  is  a ll the  rag e , w e m ust fo llo w  a b asic  s tep  by 
s te p  ro u tin e  to en su re  a c le a n  sc a lp  that t ra n s la te s  
in to  a lu s tro u s  m ane!

S ca lp  c a re  is d e f in i te ly  the  new  s k in c a re  and  
w ith  the s ta r t  o f  M o n soo n  ra in s , and  the  ran ge  
o f  p ro b le m s th a t th is  w e a th e r  b rin g s , fo llo w in g  
th e  r ig h t  sc a lp  c a re  ro u tin e  is th e  u rg en t need  o f  
th e  hour.

S e b a s tia n  and  S y stem  P ro fe ss io n a l  b r in g  you 
the  id ea l se t o f  p ro d u c ts  to c o m p le te  y o u r  h a ir  
ca re  ro u tin e  from  s ta r t  to  f in is h , g iv in g  y o u  a 
sq u e a k y -c le a n  sc a lp  and  f r iz z  f re e , lu s tro u s  h a ir  
a ll  th ro u g h  the  sea so n !

S te p  I : P re  w ash
Ide a l fo r  th e  sc a lp , th e  P re -S h a m p o o  C lay  by 

System  P ro fe ss io n a l h e lp s  to  d e to x ify  th e  sca lp  
by a b so rb in g  im p u r i t ie s  and  seb u m  b u ild -u p  and  
le a v in g  you  w ith  a c le a n  re fre sh e d  sca lp .

P ric e : R s 3 .0 0 0 /-  fo r  200m l
S te p  2 : S h a m p o o
T h e  S e b a s t ia n  P ro fe s s io n a l  D ark  O il L ig h t­

w eig h t sh am p o o  c le a n se s  th e  h a ir  w h ile  a d d in s  
n a tu ra l b ody  and sh in e , w ith o u t w e ig h in g  dow n. 
In fu se d  w ith  a s p e c ia l  b len d  o f  Jo jo b a  an d  A rgan  
o i ls  . th is  sh a m p o o  is  su i ta b le  fo r  a ll h a ir  ty p es

and  leav es the h a ir  up to  3 tim e s  sm o o th e r  and 
sh in ie r .

P ric e  Rs 1,6 0 0 /-  fo r  250m l
S te p  3: C o n d i t io n
T h e  S e b a s tia n  P ro fe s s io n a l  D ark  O il L ig h t­

w e ig h t  c o n d i t io n e r  is  in fu s e d  w ith  a sp e c ia l  
b le n d  o f  o i ls  and  w o rk s w ell to  sm o o th c n  and 
de tan g lc  th e  h a ir  w h ils t k e e p in g  it l ig h tw e ig h t 
and  fu ll o f  body. T h e c o n d itio n e r  is su i ta b le  fo r 
a ll  h a ir  types.

P rice : Rs l .9 0 0 /»  fo r  250m l
S te p  4: H a ir  M a s k in g
The P ro fe ss io n a l D ark O il L ig h tw e ig h t M ask: 

is a deep ly  n o u ris h in g  m ask th a t is  m ade w ith 
a sp e c ia l b len d  o f  Jo jo b a  and  A rga n  O ils . T h is 
m ask m akes th e  h a ir  silk y  sm ooth  and  sh in y  w hile  
m a in ta in in g  i ts  n a tu ra l te x tu re .

P rice : Rs 1.9 0 0 /-  fo r  I50m l
S te p  5: R e p le n ish  y o u r  s c a lp
T h e  S calp  F lu id  by S y stem  P ro fe ss io n a l h elps 

to p ro te c t y o u r  sc a lp  from  p o llu t io n  and  p ro v id es  
a g e n tle , coo l an d  re fre sh in g  fee l. M ade w ith  95 
p e rc e n t n a tu ra l o rig in  in g re d ie n ts , th e  f lu id  has 
a c a lm ing  e f fe c t  o n  an itch y , d ry  and red  sc a lp . 
It a lso  helps to p ro te c t  the sc a lp  from  fre e  r a d i ­
c a ls , le av in g  it w e ll n o u ris h e d . M ade w ith  n ia- 
c in a m id ; . th e  S ca lp  F lu id  h as a n ti- in f la m m a to ry  
p ro p e r tie s . U se th is  S c a lp  f lu id  r ig h t a f te r  y our 
h a ir  is p a tte d  d ry .

P rice : R s 2 .3 0 0 /-  fo r  125m l ( lA X S I i fe )
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“No matter how dull, or how mean, or how 
wise a man is, he feds that hairiness is his 

indisputable right ”
— H elen Keller 

_______The Shillong T im es_______

Is the poor quality of undergraduate curriculum 
in Meghalaya hindering students’ achievement?
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Why road deaths
TH E expressways and highw ays built by India, 
in recent times, “arc better than the American 
roads o r it would be so by next year.” This is a 
claim  being made by Union Roads and High­
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari time and again. He 
presided over the grand transformation o f  India's 
h ighw ay systems -  the beginnings o f  which 
were when AB Vajpayee headed the nation from 
the late 1990s. The Modi governm ent took this 
forward with more seriousness. However, the 
large numbers o f  accidents on these roads arc 
a m atter o f  serious conccm . Last year, there 
were as  high as around I, 60,000 road deaths 
in the country. The latest m ajor mishap was in 
Buldhana district o f  M aharashtra that took 26 
lives. The passengers were charred to death in 
the fire caused by the Nagpur-Pune private bus 
that hit a divider and burst into flames.

Notably, the o fficials were quick  to cover 
up  the reasons. They arc adept at inventing 
‘reasons* like road 'hypnosis*, o r citing sleepy 
driving, drunk driving, or burst o f  tyre, etc., 
as the reasons. All o f  these are possible. But, 
what they often mischievously try to hide are 
their own faults, as should also be the case now. 
Speeding vehicles hitting road dividers abruptly 
is quite common. This is due to the failure o f 
the road authorities to dem arcate such spots 
and alert motorists w ell in advancc through 
precautionary steps and warning lights. W hite 
markings at the approach and crcction o f  boards 
in a m anner visible at night too arc not often 
done. Neither the contractors nor the engineers 
ensure such safety steps are in placc. The sense 
o f  irresponsibility and dereliction o f  duty arc all 
too evident. Worse, they get away with their act. 
In the present case too, the road stretch and the 
poorly laid divider were an invitation to disaster. 
However, officials m isguided the m edia with 
o ther theories ‘road hypnosis’ and much else 
to cover up the actual reason o r reasons.

The tendency on the part o f  the government 
is to launch an inquiry. W hen senior officials 
arc appointed to do the inquiry, their obsession 
is predictably to save the errant officials. An 
inquiry o r the announcem ent o f  ex-gratia or 
compensation to the families o f  the deceased 
and to the injured -  a paltry two lakhs from the 
Centre and five lakhs from the state government 
in the present case -  docs not help much. The 
bread-winners o f  the families them selves have 
perished. When the road ministries cam a whop­
ping am ount by way o f  huge road taxes, a  more 
comprehensive insurance scheme for all such 
accidcnt victims should be put in placc. It must 
be ensured that the money reaches such families 
without fail and in a speedy mode.

The steady deterioration 
in the quality o f  education 
in Meghalaya is a matter of 
serious conccm to academi­
cians. policymakers and the 
general public with a lot o f 
focus on the falling standards 
o f  school education attrib­
uted to the lack o f  trained 
teachers, poor pedagogy, 
poor school infrastructure 
and an outdated curriculum. 
Successive governments and 
NGO surveys on the status 
o f  school education in India 
(Performance Grading Index 
& Annual Status o f  School 
Education) have placed Me­
ghalaya among the laggard 
states in terms o f  achieve­
ment in learning outcomes, 
quality o f  teaching and gov­
ernance.

While school education 
in Meghalaya has had more

By Sumarbin Vmdor
Only 18 of the above col­

leges are in Caro Hills with 
15 o f  them being single- 
stream institutions (Arts- 
12. Teacher Education-2, 
Law-1), and i  others offer­
ing degrees in more than 
one stream . Many o f  the 
multidisciplinc colleges in 
the state arc concentrated 
in and arounci Shillong. In
2022-23, the total enrolment 
in NEHU-affiliatcd UG col­
leges was about 53000, with 
around three fourth enrolled 
in the Arts stream, followed 
by Scicncc (10 %) and Com­
merce (8 %).

As almost all colleges in 
Meghalaya arc affiliated to 
NEI IU, this article compares 
the standard r f  the present

papers comprising CC (14 
papers), DEC (4 papers), 
G EC (4 papers), and 2 papers 
cach under SEC and AEC.

The curricula of the above 
colleges arc as per the UGC 
minimum course curricu­
lum for UG courses under 
CBCS which UGC had rec­
ommended a few years back. 
It stipulates that a 3-year UG 
Honours programme should 
comprise o f  14 papers under 
CC. 4 papers each under DSE 
and GES (interdisciplinary), 
and 2 papers cach under SEC 
and AEC.

The above comparison 
c lea r ly  rev ea ls how the 
present UG curriculum fol­
lowed by NEHU-affiliatcd 
colleges is well below the

UGC Curriculum and Credit 
Framework for 3-ycar UG 
Programmes o f  2023 under 
the New Education Policy 
(NEP) that has also  been 
adopted  by N EIIU . C o l­
leges have cited a lack o f 
qualified teaching personnel, 
infrastructure and limited 
time among other reasons. In 
the new framework, the total 
number of papers to be taught 
will increase' from the present 
18 to 32, with 15 of  these be­
ing major papers under CC. 
6 papers under minor and 
vocation courses, 3 papers 
under SEC, and other papers 
under AEC. value-added and 
multidisciplinary courses.

The new NEP curriculum 
is a huge jump from what is 
being taught under the present 
UG curriculum in Meghalaya 
both in terms o f  the number

than its fair share o f  criti­
cism, scant attention has been 
paid to tlx; state of collcgiatc 
education. O f the 2746 col­
leges that participated in the 
National Institutional Rank­
ing Framework in 2023, five 
col leges are from Meghalaya 
but none o f  them figured in 
the list of top 200 ranked col­
leges in the country. The two 
colleges from the northeast 
that found a place in this list 
arc Pachhunga University 
College from Mizoram and 
Patkai C hristian  C ollege from Nagaland.

At present there are 82 
collcgesi'institutions affili­
ated to NEHU o f which 75 
arc offering UG programmes 
in Arts & Humanities, Com­
merce & Management. Sci­
cncc. Education. Law. Com­
puter A pplications. Mass 
Communication, ctc., while 
the remaining 7 colleges offer 
courses covering nursing & 
medical (6), and engineering 
( I). O f these 75 UG colleges. 
6 arc government colleges, 
32 arc government-assisted 
colleges (under deficit. Ad- 
Hoc and Lump-Sum grants) 
and the remaining 47 arc 
privately funded. In terms o f 
multidisciplinc institutions. 
50 colleges arc single stream 
offering UG programme in 
A rts & Hum anities (42). 
Law (3) and Tcachcr Educa­
tion (5); 15 colleges offer 
programmes in two strcams- 
Arts and Scicncc streams 
(4). Arts and Com m erce 
streams (10). and Commerce 
and Business Management 
streams (1); and 9 colleges 
arc offering in three or more

3*ycarNF.HU UG curriculum 
with those in other states fol­
lowed till 2022 (many states 
have adopted the new NEP 
UG curriculum o f2023). Un­
der the Choicc Based Credit 
System (CBCS) adopted by 
NEHU a few years back, a 
student has to clear 18 papers 
(total o f  1800 marks) in six 
semesters to be awarded an 
Honours Backclor's degree, 
o f  which 8 nujor papers arc 
Core course (CC). 6 papers 
arc Gcncric Flcctivc coursc 
(GEC) from two interdisci­
plinary subjects (8 papers in 
case o f  Scicmc stream), and 
remaining arc language and 
Environmental Scicncc pa­
pers under Ability Enhance­
ment coursc (AEC).

The 3-ycar UG curriculum 
in other states followed till
2022 covers -nuch more in 
terms o f  courses and the total 
papers. The UG curriculum 
o f Mizoram University cov­
ers a total o f  24 papers (5 to 
6 credits) consisting o f  CC 
(12 papers), GEC (8 papers), 
and the remaining papers arc 
AEC. Guwahati University 
curriculum covers 26 papers 
in all (o f 5 to 6 credits) con­
sisting o f  CC (14 papers). 
Discipline Elective coursc 
or DEC which is an elec­
tive of the main subject (4 
papers) and GEC (4 papers). 
Additionally. !hcrc arc 2 pa­
pers under the Skill Elective 
coursc (SEC). UG curriculum 
o f Nagaland University cov­
ers 32 papers comprising CC 
(14 papers), DEC (4 papers), 
GEC (12 papers from two 
interdisciplinary subjects) 
besides AEC. Delhi Univer­
sity's curriculum covcrs 26

minimum course curriculum 
rccommcndcd by UGC and 
those followed by colleges 
in other states. Students in 
M eghalaya study  only 8 
corc'm ajor papers (with no 
additional electives) which 
is less than half o f  what a 
DU student covcrs in three 
years (14 core/major and 4 
DEC papers). Even students 
in Mizoram and Nagaland 
arc studying more core/ma­
jor papers (12 to 14 papers). 
Further, skill papers are not 
pan o f  the UG curriculum of 
NhHU. The total number of 
papers (18 papers) covcrcd 
in 3 years by UG students 
in Meghalaya is way below 
when compared to what his 
or her counterpart studies in 
Mizoram (24 papers). Na­
galand (32 papers), Assam 
and Delhi (26 papers).

This huge gap in our UG 
curriculum  is the reason 
why many o f  our students 
find it difficult to clear the 
CUET-PG. and it may also 
be the reason why they find 
it difficult to clear the central 
government’s group A and B 
competitive examinations. 
The question that arises is 
why NEHU did not adopt 
at least the minimum syllabi 
o f  the core papers (14 pa­
pers) which was a condition 
stipulated by UGC when the 
minimum coursc curriculum 
was introduced. The main 
reason was the pushback 
from colleges at that lime 
citing a lack of teaching staff 
and infrastructure.

Today, wc find ourselves 
in the same situation as there 
is a request from colleges 
to defer the adoption o f  the

o f papers and the variety o f 
courscs. However, not adopt­
ing  the NEP curricu lum  
would mean that our UG 
coursc would continue to be 
below par and our students 
would continue to languish 
behind students from other 
states. Had wc even partially 
adopted the earlier UGC 
minimum coursc curriculum 
under CBCS, the transition 
to the new NEP curriculum 
framework would not have 
been much o f  a challenge. 
This ie precisely the reason 
why states like M izoram. 
Nagaland. Assam and Delhi 
(to name a few) have been 
able to switch over to the 
NEP curriculum  as it in ­
volves the addition o f  only a 
few papers and courscs.

While there will be a tre­
mendous challenge in adopt­
ing the NEP curriculum in 
M eghalaya, p a rticu la r ly  
for single-stream  colleges 
in rural areas, not doing so 
would put our students at 
a  great disadvantage as it 
would severely hinder their 
learning outcomes. M ore­
over, there is a real danger 
that our UG degree may not 
be acccptablc elsewhere if  
it docs not conform to the 
new UGC-mandated coursc 
and credit requirement. The 
time has comc for our col­
leges to fully shift to the 
new NEP curriculum even if  
it entails a lot o f  challenges 
and difficulties in the initial 
period. NEHU and the State 
government must also play 
their part in supporting them 
through concrete plans and 
support.

Regressive
mentality

Editor.
There was a time 1 be­

lieved that if  net a hundred 
percent at least some politi­
cians and political parties 
o f  Meghalaya l ad a vision 
and a constitutional duty to 
think and plan fcr the overall 
welfare o f  our state. I also 
believed the civil society 
pressure groups had the same 
set o f long-tenri vision and 
perhaps, also the zeal to up­
lift the state and its damned 
society from th; burden o f 
unemployment and lack o f 
economic development, but 
it seems that afcr 51 years 
even newbie pol ticians have 
zero understanding o f  the 
state's economy and how 
the state GDP increases or 
decreases. The subject o f 
allowing railway networks 
for goods and essential com­
modities needs to be debated 
publicly and government 
has to think c f  the long 
term interests of the large 
majority o f  citizcn$. Goods 
trains arc much needed

for adding stimulus to trade 
and commerce which relics 
heavily on transportation. 
Lower transportation costs 
also mean essentials will 
cost lesser and help the con­
sumers. Notable examples 
o f  how during calamities 
the railways have helped 
communities in distress and 
also propelled the state's 
economic contribution arc 
plenty. Those who shout for 
development and employ­
ment don't seem to be able 
to figure out the situation 
in tlx: 21st ccntury which is 
fast- paced. The regressive 
mentality of blocking devel­
opment means that the end 
result would be more unem­
ployment and lack o f  infra­
structural improvement.

Yours etc..
Dominic S. Wankhar.

Via email

Stop the nuisance 
of sirens on VIP 

vehicles
ed ito r .
Through your esteemed

daily I would like to request 
the Transport Department and 
Policc Department. Govern­
ment o f  Meghalaya to take 
strict action against those 
vehicles both government 
and private that arc using the 
siren illegally. It is such a nui­
sance and a great disturbance 
to everyone passing through 
the busy roads o f  Shillong. 
These days with the insur­
mountable traffic jams and 
congestion all over the city, 
the siren is a menace created 
by these self-styled lords and 
powerful people. As daily 
commutcrs in the busy streets 
o f  Shillong we arc fed up of 
this nuisancc and it is the duty 
o f  the government to see to 
it that these very people arc 
brought to book.

Hien there is this menace 
o f  vehicles with dark-tinted 
glasses roaming freely in the 
streets o f Shillong. Although 
dart, tinted glasses have been 
banned some years back but 
today their numbers have in­
creased by leaps and bounds 
cspccially the government 
vehicles. What is the Policc

Department doing? Is it turn­
ing a blind eye to these law 
breakers? I f  the policc charge 
heavy fines from vchiclcs 
parked in ‘No Parking* ar­
eas, is it not equally justified 
to also put a heavy fine on 
these law breakers? I wish 
the government listens to the 
voiccs o f  the people and that 
there is rcspcet for the law 
and that everyone is treated 
equally.

Youre etc., 
B. Syiem, 

Shillong • 8

We should 
vote to end 
corruption

Editor.
As the pari omen tary elec­

tions arc due in 2024,1 would 
appeal to the general public to 
make your vole count. Don't 
vote as i f  the candidate is 
your favourit; film star, or 
someone whose personality 
you like. Votv* for th« pub­
lic good. I have personally

never read any party election 
manifesto in Meghalaya if 
there were any. In the other 
states o f  India people ques­
tion the Government and 
w hat benefits a political party 
promises before voting. At 
present all o f  us suffer from 
financial difficulties. Wc 
need to know what devel­
opment will be provided to 
the common citizens such 
as good water supply, free 
education for the children of 
the poor, lesser rates chargcd 
on electricity consumption 
per unit . affordable homes 
for middle class, jobs, pay 
hike for government staff 
and school tcachcrs, subsidy 
on gas, lesser rates of petrol 
and diesel, good roads, free 
medical facilities for the 
poor and affordable medical 
facilities for the middle class. 
Also in the list is to provide 
engineering and medical col­
leges, to ensure the country's 
security ctc.. But what I have 
heard here is that a meeting 
is callcd by candidates and 
people arc paid between Rs

500 to Rs 2000 to vote for 
a select party and candidate. 
For how many months can a 
person survive on Rs 500 or 
Rs 2000? Arc we not facilitat­
ing corruption for the money 
paid during elections docs not 
comc from the candidate's 
pocket but from public money 
meant for development.

I am not asking anyone to 
vote on emotions but to vote 
wisely. Wc forget that after 
the MLAs arc clcctcd there 
will be a budget session tint 
will decide on our welfare. 
So please vote wisely, and for 
the party that would benefit 
us and one wc believe would 
fight corruption.and fulfil our 
requirements to live a pcacc- 
ful and successful life.

Yours etc..
Raj Vashist
Shillong -3

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they arc sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

dctoils wai be published.

Are Management 
Consultants taking 
over Meghalaya?

By Avner Pariat
The big management con­

sultancy firms like Delo- 
itte. Ernst & Young. KPMG, 
Boston Consulting Group 
make billions o f  dollars ev­
ery year by telling corporate 
executives and government 
leaders ho<v to do their own 
jobs. Consultants can be a 
very valuable resource if  
they arc giving advice in 
an area that they have a lot 
o f  cxpcricncc in. They arc 
supposed to be brought into 
a role for a short time to help 
the administration fix a prob­
lem, strcauline operations 
or enable t ie staff to acquire 
new skillscts. These "techni­
cal" Const Itants are not the 
ones we should be concerned 
about bccausc they arc usu­
ally temporary and often 
benefit the community. ITic 
ones we mast be wary of arc 
the Management Consultants 
(MCs) who have in effect com c to dominate gover­
nance throughout the country 
and the w it Id itself!

Management Consulting 
not only c>sts governments 
crorcs o f  rupees every year in 
direct fees t could be costing 
us crorcs more through mis­
directed find allocations and 
unncccssaiy expenditures. In 
the short-run. MCs make it 
seem that the state is saving 
money but over the long-run 
(as many studies in other 
places hate pointed it) that 
might not be the case at all. 
Wc actually lose more. But 
bccausc the Management 
Consultants have convinccd 
governm ents everyw here

ill-prepared they arc to de­
liver good results. In " Hie 
Big Con” , Mariana Maz- 
zucato (my personal fav) 
and Rosie Collington dis­
cuss how much damage this 
strategy can do especially 
on government contracts. 
In 201 ‘) and 2020 the British 
government spent roughly
1.3 billion dollars on a "Br- 
exit strategy". The authors 
argue that it was difficult to 
understand what these MCs 
were really doing because 
nobody had any cxpcricncc 
in a situation like that. They 
didn't add anything that 
couldn't or shouldn't have 
been done by clcctcd public 
servants. MCs have in effect 
“infantaliscd government" 
as Theodore Agncw. a UK 
Cabinet minister said before 
he resigned over the very 
issue mentioned above. I

3.The third problem with 
these Consultants is that 
there is no transference of 
their skillscts to the local 
community'society. After 
all. why would they want to 
make themselves irrelevant 
over time? If other people 
can do what they do then 
what would set them apart 
from the rest? How would 
they justify their large bills, 
if  local solution makers can 
do it cheaper and more ef­
fectively?

Remember that hiring 
MCs is the single most cffce- 
tive cover-up tool that a gov­
ernment can deploy. There is

“The authors argue that it was difficult to 
understand what these MCs were really doing 

heccuse nobody had any experience in a 
situation like that. They didn't add anything 
that couldn 7 or shouldn't have been done 

by elected public servants. ”
that they caui do a better job. 
their high ?ay packages and 
extravagant demands seem 
justified. Additionally. MCs 
have further convinccd gov­ernments tfat everything they 
recommend is "innovative". 
So convoluted solutions arc 
given to basic problems such 
as having aerial surveillance 
to curb traffic or getting 
drones to cany medicines to 
places w itl1 bad connccti v ity. 
The easier solution would 
have been to support Public 
Transportation and make 
sure road connectivity is es­
tablished but even the sky's 
not the limit for our beloved 
Management Consultants!

There ate three reasons wc 
must be careful regarding the 
grand claims made by these 
MC linns:

1. Specialist/technical 
Consultants typically give 
advicc coning out of years 
o f  cxpcricice in their lines 
o f  work. Ihey arc generally 
looking forward to retire­
ment. This means that the 
pool o f  people that can poten­
tially give experience-based 
advicc is snail and expensive 
but Management Consultants 
arc the exact opposite. They 
arc hired almost exclusively 
out o f  prestigious colleges 
under the supervision o f  a 
managing director They arc 
actually very inexperienced 
and hav e n> working knowl­
edge o f  ground realities. It 
doesn’t help that they are 
almost cx;lusivcly locked 
up inside the Secretariat. 
MBMA or similar officcs. 
They arc supposed to be out 
in the field •csearching the lo­
cal cultures and local contexts 
in order to crcatc better plans 
and policies but sadly this is 
rarely the ease. Additionally 
in India, caste in addition to 
class backgrounds play a big 
role amongthc consultant set. 
I've met a number o f  consul­
tants in Meghalaya who just 
smack o f  class arrogance 
and caste privilege. All of 
this is in spite o f  the fact that 
these MCs arc forced to work 
themselves to death for their 
firms with very little chancc 
o f  going np the corporate 
ladder. Wish an average re­
tention o f  2-3 years, vertical 
ascension is not going to be 
an achiev able goal. But they forego this for big salaries 
with nothirg much clscat the 
end of the day.

2. The second problem 
with MC firms is that they 
will lake on any and all as­
signments no m atter how

a saying: "Nobody ever got 
fired for hiring McKinscy" 
so if an official is faccd with 
a tough decision, hiring a 
consulting firm to confirm that the decision is a good 
idea, based on "independent 
research" can cover the of­
ficial in the scenario. And 
just in case the decision goes 
badly, nobody could blame 
them for not doing enough 
due diligence. They will 
just blame the MCs that are 
paid to agree with them, who 
in turn will suffer no long- 
lasting reputational damage 
and will then move on to the 
next lot over. Additionally, 
many government people 
end up joining the very same 
consulting finns themselves 
for large rcnumcration and 
precious pcrfcs.

F inally, going on the 
topic o f  “independent re­
search" which MCs engage 
in. it is clear that given their 
privileged backgrounds. 
MCs will not crcatc reports 
that oppose the vision o f  
the government responsible for hiring them even if that 
vision is problematic and 
unfair to the vast majority 
o f  the population. Research 
findings arc subjective often 
enough but the political 
leanings o f  the MCs them-
s r l v r s  r f lm i’ lo  I h r  fnr<*
with what they suggest to 
a government or company. 
Most MC firms claim to 
help the masses but in real­
ity, they enable inequality 
and the con tinuation  o f  
oligarchy. The single big­
gest danger that MCs pose 
is perhaps the least obvi­
ous • their politics. Though 
they might claim that they 
arc apolitical, MCs gener­
ally prescribe Conservative 
Demand Side Economic 
measures. They arc least 
bo thered  w ith F airness 
and Equality and arc super- 
obsessed with Growth at all 
costs. This obviously creates 
many social problems down 
the line and MCs never 
acknowledge that it is their 
advocacy for Conservative 
Demand Side Economic 
measures that crcatc these 
issues.

(Avner Medon Pariat is a 
writer and researcher based 
in Shillong. He contested 
the  2023 Meghalaya A s­
sembly elections from  Hast 
Shillong constituency as a 
candidate fo r  the Voice o f  
the People Parly (VPP). He
can he readied at ahner. 
pariah'dgmait.com)
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“ None ore more hopelessly enslaved than 
those who falsely believe they are free. ”

—  Johann W olfgang von Goethe
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Political retrofitting before 2024
TH E M aharashtra dram a that unfolded since 
Sunday is bound to have ripple effects across 
the country. NCP strongman, Sharad Paw ar used 
to run the party like his fiefdom but that sort o f  
control now  has limited appeal, in the wake o f  
the B JP’s relentless bid to win over allies before 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. By taking Ajit 
Pawar, the nephew o f  Sharad Pawar, to its side 
and offering him the post o f  Deputy CM , the 
BJP has dealt a  body blow  not just to the NCP 
as a  party but also to the current aspiration o f  
O pposition unity where Sharad Paw ar is playing 
a  significant role. The BJP has now  learned the 
ropes and alsc knows how to pull the m g  from 
the feet o f  o ther political leaders running their 
parties. In 2019. Sharad Paw ar had executed a 
s im ilar coup by allying with the Shiv Sena and 
C ongress and had stitched up the M aha Vikas 
A ghadi, thereby leaving the BJP stunned, since 
the Shiv Sena had been a BJP ally in the past.

Politics has never been about service to the 
people or about developm ent. It is about pow er 
and those w ho have tasted power, feel the pangs 
o f  being out o f  it. Political observers attribute 
this upheaval in M aharashtra politics to Amit 
Shah’s m aster strategy in winning friends and 
influencing people. But Am it Shah succeeds 
because politicians treat each election as a matter 
o f  metaphysical survival, nay a clash o f  existen­
tial identities and this defines w hat’s happening 
in M aharashtra today. The NCP is ideologically 
broken although there’s not m uch it has by way 
o f  ideology. Attempts to repair this brokenness 
is futile as the ugly w ar o f  claim s and counter 
claim s m akes both sides more recalcitrant.

T h e  loss o f  K arnataka has m ade the top 
BJP duo Modi-Shah do  their internal chintak 
baithak. Ajit Paw ar apparently attended a  m eet­
ing chaired by Amit Shah w here CM Eknath 
Sh inde and Deputy CM D evendra Fadnavis 
w ere present. The BJP ploy is to checkm ate 
Shinde w ho is asserting h im self in the coalition 
and w ants more berths for his MLAs. Besides, 
Shinde’s case o f  breaking the Shiv Sena is still 
being heard ai d the verdict could go cither way. 
If  Shinde loses, the BJP would be in a spot. 
H aving a buffer in the NCP would give the BJP 
som e respite. Between now and May 2024 the 
BJP will be using all the tricks o f  the trade to win 
all slate elections so as to secure its place for a 
third term  in government at the Centre. The BJP 
will brook no hindrance to its plans. M eanwhile, 
the much talked about opposition unity seem s 
destined to falter now  that the NCP has split. 
A fter all, Sharad Paw ar played a  m ajor role in 
trying to coalesce a disparate group.

When Indigenous Knowledge stands in good stead

Conflicts o f  
interests in 
M eghalaya

Editor,
The recent older o f  the 

iio n 'b lc  Meghalaya High 
Court capping all construc­
tions around water bodies to 
be beyond 50 meters front 
the high water or lood level 
has put some o f  ike bigwigs 
in the Govemmert in a spot 
o f  bother. It is public knowl­
edge that the elder brother 
and cx-MLA o f the present 
Dy. CM o f the state owns 
a huge chunk o f land in 
Pynthorumkhrah which is 
a flood plain of the Wah 
Umkhrah. The DyCM holds 
the important Urban Affairs 
Department portfolio and 
therefore has an important 
say in the affairs of building 
construction anc granting 
o f  permission through the 
C hairman o f  (lie MUDA 
who is his brother-in-law 
iheJowai MLA. Ii is also ru­
moured that the Dy.CM has 
purchased the KL complex at 
Dcmseiniong which is itself 
another big plot c f land and 
therefore has a huge stake 
and must be keenly watching 
the court proceedings.

It may not be a coinci­
dence that certainofliccrs o f 
the MUDA have been trans­
ferred, bringing n oflicers 
who arc assigned to posts not 
due to them. An incompetent 
MCS officer issu ng an ab­
surd order and the 78 - 80 
year old Chief Engineer who 
is known for bcingcloscand 
cozy with the Minister o f 
Urban A flairs eased out bv a

recent Government Notifica­
tion banring retired govern­
ment officials to hold office 
beyond 70 years o f  age. as 
reported in local dailies. It 
looks like the MUDA has 
become a personal fiefdom. 
Besides the above, another 
senior bureaucrat also has 
a plot o f  land somewhere in 
the RR Colony -  Umpling, 
where apparently there is a 
river passing adjacent to the 
plot which is alsoalTcctcd by 
the above order.

Though many may say 
that the Court order is too 
little, too late since there arc 
already existing houses and 
buildings in elose proximity 
to the water bodies, certain 
relaxations and conditions 
need to be imposed and dis­
tance needs to be maintained 
from the high flood level o f 
the water bodies. Lets take 
the case o f  the BDW school 
in Pynthorumkhrah where 
thick compound walls have 
been constructed and flood 
waters arc unable to pen­
etrate. The consequences 
and ramifications o f  that arc 
experienced by the surround­
ing localities, families and 
homes. More so will be the

persons.
Therefore, at this juncture, 

it becomes imperative for all 
the high level functionaries 
o f  the state, the Minister. 
Chairman MUDA. senior 
bureaucrats with vested in­
terests to be relieved and 
distanced from their present 
positions and to allow the 
domain and technical experts 
to bring in the required laws 
with justice and without fear 
or favour. That's the least

The unfortunate accident 
which shocked the world but 
was not adequately reported 
in Meghalaya was the plane 
crash in Columbia which 
killed all the adult passengers 
o f  the ill-fated aircraft. This 
incident was however much 
discussed over social media. 
It was on May I, 2023 that 
a 6-passcngcr singlc-cnginc 
Cessna plane crashed in the 
middle o f  the Amazon rain­
forest. The rescue operation 
was able to locate the plane 
two weeks after the incident 
and to recover only the adult 
bodies from the crashed site. 
The children who were pas­
sengers on the plane were 
nowhere to be found. The 
rcscuc team used their flair 
and the sound box to play 
the children*s grandmother's 
voice with the hope that they 
would hear her voice and re­
spond to the rescue team. But 
the cftorts went futile. Forty 
days after the plane crash, the 
four siblings, the eldest aged 
13 yeans and the youngest 
who was only eleven months 
old were found hungry, dehy­
drated but alive.

A different kind 
of miracle 

Rathindra Roy. a friend 
shared in a WhatsApp group, 
a Facebook post by Vithal 
Raj an about how Klira Arazi. 
an anthropologist who had 
worked with the indigenous 
community in the area had 
his own interpretation o f  the 
entire incident. Fliran Arazi 
stated that the discovery and 
rescue o f  four young Indig­
enous children. 40 days after 
the aircraft they were travel­
ing in crashed in the remote 
Colombian rainforest, was 
hailed in the international 
media as a “miracle in the 
jungle” . It is unbelievable 
how the kids survived all 
by themselves in those forty 
days’ ordeal in the dense 
Amazon rainforest. But as 
an anthropologist who has 
spent more than a year living 
among the Andoque people 
in the region, conducting 
ethnographic fieldwork, he 
said that one cannot simply 
label this as a miraculous 
event. At least not a miracle 
in the conventional sense 
o f  the term, he said. After 
reading the piece I agree 
with the interpretation and 
can see how the explanation 
connects and also resonates 
with customs and practices 
in our society.

It is not just pure luck 
Rajan believes that the 

survival o f  these children 
can be attributed to their pro­
found knowledge o f  the intri­
cate forest and the adaptive 
skills passed down through

they can do for the state and 
the environment.

Yours etc.. 
Name withheld on request.

Via email

W hat 
happened in
the N C P was 

overdue
Editor,
Nature inevitably repeats 

itself. What Sharad Pawar 
had done with others is now 
being inflicted on him as he 
had on several occasions 
deserted others for his own 
convenience. In Indian poli­
tics he is known as Bhishma 
Pitama and just as Bhishma 
Pitaina remained alone dur­
ing the last days o f  his life 
Sharad Pawar is also passing 
through a similar situation. 
Praful Patel who was made 
working president o f  the par­
ty also left Pawar and joined 
hands with Ajit Pawar. Once 
Modi mentioned in Parlia­
ment that he may be far 
behind in other fields but in 
politics he is always the win­
ner and Maharashtra politics 
has proved him correct.

NCP's Ajit Pawar chang­
es Maharashtra's political dy­
namics and becomes Deputy 
CM and this is the fifth time 
that he bccamc Deputy CM 
o f  the state. Ajit Pawar along 
with his 9 MLAs- including 
Chhagan Bhujbal took oath 
at Raj Bhavan in Mumbai on 
July i  and he will he sharing 
the post o f  Deputy CM with 
BJP's Devendra Fadnavis. 
Ajit Pawar also claims that

By HH Moll m en
generations by Indigenous 
people. He said that dur­
ing the search operations, 
he was in contact with the 
sister o f  the children's great­
grandmother who expressed 
her unwavering belief that 
the children would be found 
alive. She illustrated the 
example o f  the natural astute­
ness and physical resilience 
o f  children in the region. It 
is a common practice like 
anyw here else in the in ­
digenous community that 
children in tie  area would 
accom pany .heir parents 
and elder relatives in various 
activities such as gardening, 
fishing, navigating rivers, 
hunting, and gathering honey 
and wild fruits. In this way. 
thechildren acquire practical 
knowledge and skills, such as 
those demonstrated by Lcsly, 
Solciny, T ier, and Cristin 
during their 4D-<lay ordeal.

Nature the m other 
o f  all Teachers

early age how to open paths 
through thick foliage and 
dense vegetation, and how
to differentiate edible from 
non-edible fruits. They know 
how and vvhete to find pota­
ble water, build rain shelters, 
and even set in  animal traps. 
They can identify animal 
footprints and scents and 
they even know how to avoid 
predators on the prowl in the 
forest. They may not have 
toys and games that children 
in the cities have, and they 
have only stuff from nature 
as their playthings, but that 
is what is important. Nature 
is their playground which 
helps them become adept tree 
climbers and make any kind 
o f  tools from natural materi­
als available in the vicinity. 
They know which plants can 
be used for what purposes 
and are taught skills such 
as handling, skinning, and 
butchering gime animals, 
which has certainly helped 
them in the entire episode.

It is also a common prac­
tice in the indigenous com­
munities for the parents and 
relatives to ukc their kids 
while they traverse through 
the jung les which would 
then help children learn how 
to navigate a forest’s dense 
veg eta tion  by follow ing 
the location cf the sun, the 
moon or the sars in the sky. 
Such trips also help them 
understand the interrelation­
ship between plants: they 
know the kinds o f  trees under 
which edible mushrooms 
grow, small arimals that can

he has the support o f  40 out 
o f  53 NCP MLAs. It is worth 
mentioning that two rebel­
lions reshaped the contours 
o f  Maharashtra politics .A 
year after the Shiv Sena led 
by Uddhav Thackeray saw 
a split after the rebellion o f  
Fknath Shinde with his 40 
supporters. Ajit Pawar has 
led the second rebellion. 
Moreover. Ajit Pavvar’s move 
is a continuation o f  Maha­
rashtra's |K>li.icul upheavals 
just as Sharacl Pawar *s 1978 
rebellion against Yasantdada 
Patil. At a tin e when Sharad 
Pawar is at th: receiving end 
o f  his nephew’s move. 45 
years ago he had split the 
Congress and walked out 
with 40 MLAs leading to 
the collapse of the Vasant- 
dada Patil government. He 
was sworn ir as the CM o f 
the Progressive Democratic 
Front which comprised sev­
eral opposition parties on 
July 18. I97}>.

The present political de­
velopments in Maharashtra 
will definitely have an im­
pact on national politics and 
BJP will gai.i from it. The 
NDA will gci the maximum 
number o f  seats from the 
State in the coming parlia­
mentary clec ions. The next 
meeting o f  opposition par­
ties will be held on July 13 
at Bangalore where Sharad 
Paw ar has been p laying 
a very activ; role but the 
developments in his own 
State will adversely impact 
the opposition unity. In this 
regard the TMC Lok Sabha 
member had expressed his 
views that there is no needs 
o f  an alliancc with the Con­
gress in the State.

As per m edia reports

be trapped and eaten, and 
how to catch fish.

N ature the keeper 
and the C aretaker 

In d ig e n o u s  c u ltu re s  
around  the w orld weave 
stories; compose songs and 
create myths about what they 
sec around them in nature. 
These are not ju st stories, 
songs, or myths, but they 
are mediums by which indig­
enous knowledge is passed 
down from one generation 
to the next. Among the First 
Nation peoples’ cultures, 
natural phenomena and ani­
mals were depicted as fully 
sentient beings, engaging 
in normal human activities, 
or even saving each other’s 
lives. Non-lndigcnous audi­
ences may not be able to 
comprehend these kinds o f 
beliefs and some may even 
discard them as superstition 
hut these customs that can 
only be found in the tribal 
community depict the com­
plex and profound relations 
that the people have with the 
forest's countless non-human 
inhabitants. It is the indig­
enous understanding o f  the 
interrelationships between 
humans, plants, and animals 
that helps people preserve 
the environment and prevent 
irreversible ecological harm. 
Through songs and stories, 
ind ig en o u s c h ild ren  are 
taught from early childhood 
this knowledge that becomes 
second nature to them.

N ature's spirits 
and their domain 

In my previous article, 1 
wrote about the indigenous 
people and their beliefs in 
nature deities. Every indig­
enous community believes 
in the spirit o f  nature they arc 
called by different names and 
in our community although 
some nature deities have 
their names, they arc gener­
ally known as "ki ryngkaw 
ki basa." They are believed 
to be the caretak ers and 
the protectors o f  the people 
and in the area where the 
plane crashed. Rliran Arazi 
said that they arc known as 
ducflos (owners) in Spanish 
and by various names in na­
tive languages (such as i’bo 
rlo e, meaning “persons of 
there" in Andoque). They arc 
believed to be the protective 
spirits o f  the plants and ani­
mals that live in the forests. 
Children are introduced to 
these deities and spirits when 
ciders conduct sacrifices to 
pay obeisance to them. They 
are not only made aware o f 
the presence o f  the spirit but 
the idea is embedded in their

psyche.
During the entire 40 days 

grueling episode, the elders 
and the shamans mediated 
with the spirits and gave of­
ferings for them to partake 
and to leave the kids alone. 
They tried to persuade the 
sacred deities that the chil­
dren do not belong to them, 
and prayed that they take the 
offerings and give the kids 
back to their relatives.

As Fliran Arazi said, it 
may be a challenging task 
for non-lndigenous people 
to embrace these beliefs and 
practices but the Amazoni- 
ans attributed the children's 
survival to these spirits. It is 
the belief in these traditional 
ideas which had instilled in 
the children the faith and 
emotional fortitude crucial 
for persevering in the strug­
gle for survival he said. The 
children knew that their fate 
was not to die in the forest 
and that their grandparents
and shamans would mute
heaven and earth to bring 
them back home alive. It 
is also the same belief that 
encouraged the Indigenous 
people to search for them 
and not to give up hope but 
to continue searching even 
when it took them more than 
a month to find them.

C aring and looking 
a fter each other

Non-indigenous people 
may wonder in amazement 
how. after the death o f  the 
children's mother, her 13- 
year-o ld  d augh ter Lesly 
was able to take care o f  her 
younger siblings, including 
C ristin. who was only II 
months old then. But this 
comes as no surprise to the 
indigenous people as elder 
siblings and sisters in par­
ticular arc expected to act 
as stand-in for their mothers 
in their absence. Till today 
an image o f  a boy or a girl 
playing with their friends 
with their baby brother or 
sister piggy-backing on their 
backs is a common sight in 
the villages. Till the early 
nineties when I was teach­ing in a School at Puriung.
LP schools started at 7 in 
the morning and had to be 
over by 10 am. If the school 
hours extend beyond 10 am 
then parents who arc ready to 
attend their fields will line up 
in front o f  the schools with 
young kids toeing along. 
It is also believed that this 
practice has toughened Lesly 
which enabled her to provide 
what her brothers includ­
ing the II-month-old baby 
needs. Sadly, this traditional 
knowledge that has enabled 
Indigenous people to not 
only survive but thrive in the 
forest is gradually dying.

there may be a reshuffle in 
the Union Cabinet and Pra­
ful Patel may be inducted 
into the Cabinet along with 
som e m ore leaders from 
Maharashtra who may find 
a  berth in the Cabinet. This 
way the BJP will rebuild it's 
election plans in the present 
political developments in 
the State. The unity among 
opposition parties is also 
disintegrating on the issue 
o f  UCC and it is likely iluu 
they will further disintegrate 
due to their own differences 
on various issues.

Meanw hile the M aha­
rash tra  N CP P res id en t. 
Jayant Patil has said that his 
party has moved a disquali­
fication petition against Ajit 
Pawar and eight others who 
took oath as ministers in the 
Hknath Shinde led state gov­
ernment. He further said that 
email has also been sent to 
the Flection Commission of 
India informing that the rank 
and file o f  the NCP is with 
party ch ief Sharad Pawar. 
As w e arc aware, after every 
split in any party it takes a 
long time to decide over the 
name o f  the party as well as 
its symbol.

The aftershocks o f  the 
NCP split w ill be felt far 
beyond the borders o f  Ma­
harashtra as Pawar has a na­
tional stature. And its effect 
will be felt in the neighbour­
ing states o f  Madhya Pradesh 
and Chattisgarh where as­
sembly elections are due to 
be held this year. Declining 
to go into numbers in the 
face o f  the rebel nephew's 
assertion that the majority 
o f  the MLAs were with him. 
the NCP patriarch has called 
a meeting o f  the NCP func­

tionaries MPs and MLAs 
on July 5 to demonstrate his 
strength.

The contours o f  the latest 
battle would become clearer 
in the next few days but skir­
mishes have already begun. 
Amid the unfolding political 
upheavals, the NCP has ap­
pointed Jitcndra Avvhad as 
Leader o f Opposition (LOP) 
in the Maharashtra Assem­
bly and the party 's ch ief 
whip in anticipation o f  the 
next rounds in the Speaker’s 
chambcr and the Flection 
Commission. The appoint­
ment was necessitated by 
incumbent LoPAjit Pavvar’s 
resignation last Friday as a 
prelude to his switchover. 
The vertical split has set the 
stage for a test for claims and 
counter claims to represent 
"the real" NCP in Constitu­
tional forums.

"The ultimate judges of 
the legitimacy o f  a political 
party are the people," Pawar 
said. The veteran Maharash­
tra strongman also made it 
clear that unlike those who 
have switched sides and sup­
port Narendra Modi's BJP, he 
would continue his efforts to 
forge a unity o f  Opposition 
parties in the run up to 2024 
elections. Meanwhile the 
country watches the unfold­
ing situation cautiously to 
know what will be the fate of 
this political thunderstorm.

Your etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan, 

Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the writers' 
au thors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

The Snake 
Charmer

By KC Paul
PM Modi must have come 

full circle to understand the 
wisdom of the fomicr PM 
Manmohan Singh's silence. 
That the baton o f  political 
taunts and media ridiculing 
o f  a silent Prime Minister 
can be passed on from one 
to another and more so ag­
gravating when it is sup­
posed to be powered by a 
double engine government 
machinery leaves a bad taste 
in the moith.

The state o f  Manipur is 
gradually withering like the 
freshly cut Shirui Lily that 
adorned the extravaganza 
o f  Miss India glitz a few 
months a$o. It has become 
hard to make out head from 
tail in the current socio­
political aimosphere. Which­
ever thrcul o f  narrative one 
follows, there seems to be 
no end to the debate and the 
rhetoric that is churned out 
from bolt, the camps nerve* 
little purpose except to move 
the needle on the TRPs o f 
national ncdia houses.

The common cry from 
both the warring sides is 
'peace' and that is the same 
thing the country wants for 
Manipur. What can be seen 
from reports is. both sides 
have preset conditions for 
peace. The tribals want Pres­
ident's Rule to be imposed 
so that t ie central forces 
can rein i l the toxic mix of; 
state forces, valley- based 
insurgent groups, arm ed 
associations and conniving 
women groups, all o f  which 
have collided and interlaced 
into a cohesive unit.

On the other hand, the 
societies lhat are residing in 
the vallc* o f  Manipur, too 
want pca;c. however, it is 
hard to understand and make 
out what it is they exactly 
want, besides the ST de­
mand. The society seems to 
be fragmented with no dear 
leadership and motive, when 
not clashing with the tribals. 
they resort to attacking their 
own elected representatives' 
hom es, blockade centra l 
investigation agencies and 
most recently impeded on 
the cental forces to secure 
the release o f  a dreaded 
militant with the blood o f 
an Indian Army personnel 
in his hand.

What .vc arc witnessing 
in the valley o f  Manipur is 
the dissipating faith o f the 
public in the Indian consti­
tutional machinery, more so 
exacerbated by events when 
state forces and armed asso­
ciations on a wrecking spree 
are contained by centra l 
forces. T ic  feeling o f  loss 
and power! CSS ness in a state 
which they presum e they 
own - a government which 
they control is unable to 
wiggle and unleash the might 
o f  the stare against a rabble 
o f  tribal volunteers.

This gave rise to a new 
insecurity among the public. 
Loss o f  drcction and action, 
have made them lean to ­
wards hart>ouring proscribed 
Mcitei militant groups for 
protecting their interests. 
The power vacuum is getting 
fuelled and recent examples 
can attribute to the emer­
gence o f  various seditious 
groups with xenophobic 
dislike for the tribals. and 
that animosity preludes the 
current mayhem when both 
communi ies could still live 
together, now to imagine, 
that future looks bleak.

This p:>wer shift will re­
vive the :ra o f  the 90s of 
M anipur The desire for 
tribalism should not let the 
society regress to what it 
has achieved as one o f the 
fastest growing states in the 
Northeast o f  India: Skill. 
Sports and A cadem ia. If 
history vv;rc to repeat itself 
with an upgrade. Manipur 
will become India's new 
Kashmir with many things 
in play and among them, 
an unstable Myanmar and 
subversive interests that lies 
beyond the banks o f  the river 
Mekong. Fntcr the snake 
charmer, a politician with no 
ideology, who chamclcons 
between branches whichever 
have more greens to offer. 
This form o f  jhumming is 
short selling one s carccr 
and comes with no loyalty 
base in the long run. At a 
political youth of sixty, Bircn

Singh knows that and oncc a 
minister under Congress and 
now a chicf minister under 
BJP. he too has learnt how 
and when political winds of 
change takes place.

Biren's search for ideol­
ogy has made him turn to his 
ethnic identity as a Mcitei: 
his practicc of Sanamahism 
found popularity  am ong 
those advocating fora resur­
gent Kanglcipak:. his patron­
age and role in the so-callcd 
cultural organisations like 
Arambai Tcngol and Mcitei 
Lccpun h;ts provided him a 
pedestal and a fan base, at the 
level o f  a deity. He is viewed 
and lionized by his kin as a 
protcctor o f  Mcitei interests 
and a champion o f  racial 
supremacy in Manipur.

M anipur was steadily  
recovering from decades of 
insurgency and impoverish­
ment, fortune had favoured 
Bircn, he camc at a time of 
uninterrupted power sup­
ply, broadband internet was 
changing life in small towns, 
brands like Reliance were 
setting shops in the interior 
o f  the state. Massive high­
way expansion was taking 
placc in Manipur, from the 
border in the north with 
Nagaland to her southern 
neighbour with Mizoram. 
Bircn had garnered adulation 
so much so that one o f  his 
tribal advisers anointed him. 
"the sccond missionary" in 
Manipur, supposedly after 
the pioneering missionary 
Watkin Roberts.

In his first term as G iicf 
Minister o f  Manipur. Bircn 
Singh tried to shed his com­
munal colours by appeasing 
the tribals, using funds and 
functions. However, in his 
sccond innings, his snakes 
grew impatient, employing 
fcar-mongering instruments 
and catapulting narratives 
that the majority commu­
nity is under threat, viz. em­
ployment loss, diminishing 
land holdings, population 
replacement, im migrants' 
influx and social peril from 
the drug cartcl. all leading to 
a chargcd-up society wait­
ing for a spark, with finger 
pointing to one community. 
That hysteria has resulted in 
a ruthless purge and mass 
exodus. The black mambas 
have scored, albeit not for 
long.

W hen the secessionist 
militants failed to achieve 
sovereignty bycovcrt means, 
the majoritarian politicians 
are doing so in letter and 
spirit, the introduction of 
11. P. ST demand and now 
NRC, to root out all they 
consider alien to them. If 
the alleged territory o f  the 
then Maharaja o f  Manipur 
o f  700 sq miles as per the 
Instrument o f  Accession is 
true, then no wonder the rush 
to claim  new territory by 
finding or placing new relies, 
ambiguous legislations and 
distorting history which have 
no local relevance.

The current state of affairs 
in Manipur is far from what 
the ch ic f m inister would 
have envisaged. T h ere ’s 
loss o f  face at the national 
level, a non-starter Peace 
Commission, a divided com­
munity. an unruly mob in the 
heart o f  the capital and his 
support base tapering off as 
days pass. Add to that the si­
lence o f  the Prime Minister, 
thereby rubbing salt to his 
wounds and being schooled 
by the Union Home Minister 
for his ineptitude and demot­
ing his accountability to the 
valley o f  Manipur only.

All quiet on the southern 
front o f  Manipur, a tempo­
rary relief, while those in 
Imphal have bigger houses 
to bum. It is in the nation's 
interest that there should be 
separate administration for 
the tribals. One region must 
not suffer for the sake o f  die 
other, it is only a matter of 
time before those broods of 
vipers spread their fangs in 
the whole o f  the state and 
the country witnesses an­
other episode, purportedly 
at a colossal scale. To con­
clude. in the words o f  Hil­
lary Clinton "you can't keep 
snakes in your backyard and 
expect them only to bite your 
neighbours, hvciiiually those 
snakes arc going to turn on 
whoever has them in the 
backyard"
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Attacks on Gandhi 
reveal a deeper crisis

By Jagdislt Rattanani

“A man must be big enough to admit his 
mistakes, smart enough to profit from them, 

and strong enough to correct them. ”
—  John C. Maxwell
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Build-up for polls
W ITH loss than ten m onths to  go  for the next 
p arliam ent polls, o r G eneral E lections, the 
m ood is set for a  m ajor battle. The Opposition 
w as taken  unaw ares by the stra tegy  o f  the 
ru lin g  BJP to com e up w ith a U niform  C ivil 
C ode for the nation . T he O p position  parties 
that m et in Patna and  set the  ball ro lling  for 
a  u nited  fight in the  2024 polls , w ould be 
m eeting  in B engaluru on Ju ly  17 and  18 to 
take their cam paign against the BJP forw ard. 
In b etw een , there  w as shock as  the N C P o f  
Sharad  Paw ar split at its  base in M aharashtra 
w ith  a m ajority  o f  the p arty ’s M LA s sid ing 
w ith  his nephew  A jit Paw ar to a lso  e ffec ­
tively  b olster the BJP chances there. P aw ar’s 
b ravado  m ight not w ork th is  tim e as  age is 
not on  his side and  his d au gh te r — ano in ted  
the second-in -com m and  in the party  — does 
not have the sam e hold  as fa ther P aw ar has 
in politics.

P aw ar h av in g  em erg ed  as th e  ad v ise r-  
in -ch ie f for the  new  opp ositio n  a lliance at 
the  P atna m eet, the  h it b elow  the  b elt in 
M aharashtra he received  at this crucial hour 
m ight w ork to his as also  the national o p ­
p o sitio n ’s d isadvan tage. A lon g side, a U nion 
M inister has cla im ed  that w hat happened  in 
M aharashtra cou ld  now happen  in B ihar and 
U ttar Pradesh, m eaning  a  fu rther break-up 
in the opposition  ranks. T h is  and PM Modi 
th ro w in g  h is  h at in the  fo rm  o f  U niform  
C iv il C o de  have con fused  the  O p p ositio n  
v is-a-v is  cobbling  a  com m on front against 
M odi and  the BJP. The C ongress party  itse lf  
has s topped  short o f  stron g ly  opposing  the 
UCC proposal fo r fear it w ould  be p laying 
into the hands o f  M odi. T he C ongress can ill 
a fford  to  antagonize the north -ln d ian  Hindu 
b elt, w hich in term s o f  num bers decides who 
should  ru le the country. P redictab ly , again, 
the Left has com e out in full support o f  the 
M uslim s in opposing  the centra l m ove. In 
o th er words, the July  17-18 m eeting  w ill be 
keen ly  w atched a s  to  how  the  O p position  
unity  w ould  surv ive such odds.

Several states arc a lready  in e lectio n  m ode 
and the build -up  for 2024 has begun in right 
earnest. The EC issued its n o tificatio n  for 
the 2019 LS p olls  in M arch hence the next 
n o tificatio n  can be expected  in about n ine 
m onths from now. The assem bly  polls in a 
few s ta tes by the end o f  th is m onth  could  
well be a  drcss-rehearsal for the  LS polls. If  
the C ongress re ta ins R ajasthan and w ins MP. 
the gam e will chan ge in surp risin g  w ays at 
the national level. T he m orale boo ste r that 
the C ongress m ight thu s  g et w ill be m ore 
than  w hat the am b itio u s  reg ion a l sa traps  
can  chew.

Uniform Civil Code: Good or Evil?
By Kitdor II. Blalt

Letters to Ihc Editor

UCC a 
problematic 

issue
Editor,
The Uniform Civil Code 

(UCC) has been raked up 
every now and then in the 
past decades, but this time, 
the tenor o f  the push is ag­
gressive. The call for the 
UCC takes strength from one 
o f the Directive Principles of 
State Policy under Article 44 
o f the Constitution o f India. 
Presently, citizens arc gov­
erned by various personal 
laws rela ted to customs, 
marriage, divorce, inheri­
tance etc. The UCC aims 
at replacing (hr; across all 
religious communities with 
a common law.

My personal opinion is 
t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  in f r i n g e  o n  
the personal choice o f  the

individual, which is not 
only influenced by religious 
belief, but also by what that 
religion's scriptures provide 
for in day-to-day living. The 
underlying threat, which 
is obvious, is that this will 
bring closer to fruition the 
right-wing ideology o f  one 
nation, one religion, one 
language and one custom, 
destroying the hailed diver­
sity o f  this great country and 
bringing further suspicion, 
division, and friction among 
the communities.

Reading the news item 
on the ST o f  4th July 2023 
where the C hief Minister 
is waiting to study the draft 
bill before making further 
comments (after reportedly 
earlier expressing opposition 
to the UCC), one thought 
comes to my mind. Even if  
the (ribals o f  Northeast are 
exempted from this Civil

Is the UCC good or evil? 
First o f  all, there is a wrong 
and a rii*ht way to look at 
UCC. The wrong way to 
look at UCC is as a means 
for the majority community 
to impose its ideals on the 
minorities. This narrative is 
not only factually wrong but 
also divisive, and it is such a 
polarization that is politically 
beneficial to some sections of 
the political class. But what 
is lost in this narrative is the 
history and principle o f  the UCC. The right way to look 
at UCC is in the context of 
Fundamental Rights because 
it is there that we will find its 
true history and principle.

The UCC made its way 
to the Constitution o f  India 
through the Sub Commit­
tee on Fundamental Rights. 
Fundamental Rights are what 
define a Constitutional Re­
public. Democracy is often said to devolve into mob 
rule. Fundamental Rights 
exisl to protect the rights of every citizcn, and to prevent 
the nation from degenerating 
into mob rule. To this end. 
the Sub Committee was en­
trusted with the task o f  draw­
ing up a list of Fundamental 
Rights to be incorporated 
into the Constitution to form 
its basic structure. These 
Fundamental Rights were to 
ensure the political freedom 
o f  the citizens and to protect 
them from intrusive State 
action. But they were also aimed at securing social and 
economic freedom for every 
citizen. Thus, we can say that 
the Fundamental Rights were aimed at securing political, 
social and economic freedom 
for every citizen. And it is 
in the draft submissions of 
this Sub Committee that the 
UCC entered as one o f  the 
provisions.

The Sub Committee was 
looking at making a distinc­
tion between justiciable Fun­
damental rights, i.e. those 
rights which can be enforced 
by the Court, and non-justi- 
ciablc Fundamental rights. What camc through from 
that Sub Committee was a 
draft list o f  justiciable and 
non-justiciablc Fundamental Rights. The UCC made it to 
the list as a non-justiciablc 
right. So. the consensus of 
the Sub C om m ittee was that the UCC was best kept 
outside the purview o f  the 
Court, but it was retained as 
a fundamental Principle of 
State policy. The UCC made 
it to the Draft Constitution of 
the Constituent Assembly, 
not in the list o f  Fundamen­
tal Rights, but in the list 
o f  ‘Directive Principles o f  
State Policy.’ The reason is 
because Fundamental Rights 
arc enforceable by law. w hile 
non-justiciablc rights were 
provided as Directive Princi­
ples o f State Policy. The rea­son the UCC was provided as 
a non-justiciablc right, and 
then as a directive principle, 
was because o f  religious 
sensitivities. T he Constitu­
ent Assembly deliberated on the UCC on November 23. 
1948 and the provisions for 
UCC were adopted into the 
Constitution of India as Ar­
ticle 44, under the ' Directive 
Principles o f  State Policy’ with the words: "The State 
shall endeavor to secure for 
the citizens a uniform civil 
codc throughout the territory o f  India.”

What is lost in the current 
political climatc and divisive 
narrative is that the UCC 
was provided and debated in

Codc. it does not solve the 
larger issues facing the rest 
o f  the country’s communi­
ties. We can’t live in isola­
tion. And what guarantee is 
there that tomorrow it will 
not be extended to our tribals 
(who in any case, are minus­
cule in numbers and together 
elect only a few MPs)? And 
should we Northeast tribals 
be so myopic and say we are 
fine with it so long as the 
UCC is exempted for us? 
This is our country, and wc 
live in it. and what happens 
outside (he boundaries of the 
Northeast area will have its 
impact and affect us.

One question also begs an 
answer - will this Uniform 
Civil Codc be applicable to 
the individual citizen only or 
be extended to haw  a territo­
rially applicability? Ifappli- 
cablc to the individual only, 
then being a tribal, what law

the context of Fundamental 
Rights: to secure social and 
economic freedom for every citi/cn while the Fundamen­
tal Rights were to secure 
political freedom for every 
citizen. Therefore, the UCC 
cannot conflict with any o f 
the Fundamental Rights, in­cluding the Right to Freedom 
of Religion, xs provided in 
Artielc I3(2>: "The State 
shall not make any law which 
takes away or abridges the 
rights conferred by this Part 
and any law made in contra- 
vcntion ofthisclausc shall, to 
the extent o f  the contraven­
tion, be void.*

Second, what is also lost 
in the current narrative is that 
the UCC. as one o f  the Direc­
tive Principles o f  State Poli­
cy. is non-just ciable. i.e. it is 
not subject to enforcement by 
the Court. Ar.iclc 37. in the 
Directive Principles o f  State Policy o r  Uk  Constitution, 
states: "The provisions con­
tained in this Part shall not be 
enforceable by any court, but 
the principles laid down arc 
nevertheless fundamental in the governance of the coun­
try and it shall be the duly 
of the State lo apply these 
principles in making laws.” Thus, neither the Govern­
ment and the Parliament o f 
India, nor the Governments 
and Legislatures o f  the states, 
nor any legislating body such 
as the Autonomous District 
Councils, can be forced to 
implement the UCC.

Third, whit is lost in the 
current narrative is that the 
states arc nol obligated to 
set aside any existing laws 
relating to nurriagc and in­
heritance. even if the UCC 
is passed by Parliament, be­
cause states hive the author­
ity to make laws with regards 
to marriage and inheritance, 
as these arc subjects that both 
the Parliament and the State Legislatures can legislate 
on. as they arc listed at point5 in the Concurrent List o f 
the Seventh Schedule o f  the 
Constitution.

Fourthly, the UCC itself
i s  a n  in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e
Constitution, and therefore, 
it cannot be unconstitutional 
in any way. Hence the provi­
sions o f the Sixth Schedule 
o f  the Constitution will also 
apply to the UCC. meaning 
that the protection afforded 
to the tribal areas through 
the Autonomous District 
Councils withregards to their 
ability to make laws relating 
to marriage and inheritance 
in paras 3(h) jnd 3(i) o f  the 
Sixth Schedule and the pro­
tection alTordxl to the tribal 
areas with regards to any Act 
of Parliament in para l2A(b) o f  the Sixth Schedule, shall also apply to the UCC.

Fifth, is the fact that no 
draft o f  the UCC has even 
been presented, which means 
that in effect, wc are merely 
debating the idea o f  UCC’ 
without any content or sub­
stance. This s like putting 
the cart before the horse. 
Lastly, and most importantly, 
the UCC car bring equal­
ity to many disadvantaged 
groups, like women and 
children. For example, why 
should Muslim women suffer 
under forced polygamy even 
while remaining monoga­mous themselves? We can­
not say (hat such suffering 
is condoned it the name o f 
secularism. I believe (hat all 
conscicn(ious Muslims will

will prevail? Will (hey be 
governed by (he respective 
H indu/M uslim /C hristian 
personal laws or (he UCC. 
especially when (hey are 
outside the Northeast? Won’t 
(his be disc'im inatory in 
nature where, for example, a 
Christian. Muslim or Hindu 
tribal is exempted from the 
UCC while otter Christians, 
Muslims and Hindus will be 
governed by ihc UCC? And. 
if  territorially applicable, 
won’t the northeastern irib­
als be boxed in within the 
north-eastern areas, and once 
out o f  these areas, (he UCC 
will prevail? Perhaps, (he 
policy o f  segregation and 
isolation suits some people!

I leave these questions 
related to (hs contentious 
UCC (o (he legal experts and 
(he s(a(c political leaders

Yours e(c., 
Eugene D Thomas, 

Via email

agree iha( there must be a 
remedy in the Court in case 
such customs result in the 
v iolat ion o f  the Fundamental 
Rights o f  any woman, such 
as equality before the law 
and the protection o f  life and 
personal liberty, which then 
results in the deprivation of social and economic freedom 
o f  any citizen.

Therefore, based on the 
above considerations, wc 
can sec (ha( a UCC is not 
binding on any state, even 
if passed by the Parliament. 
But a UCC can serve as a 
guiding principle to the states 
in securing the social and 
economic freedom o f every citizen. We have also seen 
that the principle o f  the UCC 
is rooted in Fundamental 
Rights and freedom of (he in­
dividual. and not to infringe 
on the religious freedoms 
or the social customs o f  any community, or to impose the 
ideals o f  one community on 
another community, but to 
allow for a remedy in ease 
such customs violate the 
social and economic freedom o f  a citizen.

To this end. a draft UCC 
should be prepared, with 
thorough deliberation of all 
communities to arrive at a 
'minimum basic agreement’ 
to ensure (hat no citizen 
is deprived o f  his o r her 
personal liberty and social 
and economic freedom by- 
ensuring (hat a remedy exists in case such religious and 
social customs are wrong­
fully used to infringe on the 
social and economic freedom 
o f  any citizen. I believe that 
all conscicntious persons of 
any faith can agree that w hile 
there are instances where the 
adherents o f  their faith may 
be religiously condemned 
for what is deemed to be im­
moral behaviour, and such 
condcmna(ion may lake (he 
form o f  penance, excom- 
municarion. rehabilitation, 
etc .. such condem nation 
should never have the effect 
o f  violating the social and 
economic freedom o f  any citixcn. In v ie w  o f  the a b o v e  
considerations, it may be 
said that the present divisive 
narrative on (he UCC docs no( reflect the history or prin­
ciples o f  the UCC, but may be intentionally polarised, 
for political gain. Ilcncc we 
cannot accept such a histori­
cally inaccurate and unprin­
cipled view o f  the provision 
for UCC in Article 44 o f  the 
Constitution o f  India. Any at­
tempt by any political party, 
on cither side o f  the issue, to 
skew the facts regarding the 
history and principle o f  the 
UCC may be taken as noth­ing but politicking, i.e. pan­
dering to the vote bank. Any 
attempt by any government, 
present or future, to use 
Article 44 as a means to vio­
late the Fundamental Right 
to Freedom o f  Religion, or 
(o impose (he ideals o f  one community on another, is un­
constitutional and inaccurate 
in its interpretation and ap­
plication ot Article 44. It will 
be challenged intheCourt.as 
Fundamental Rights arc jus­
ticiable. while Article 44 is 
not. But since no draft UCC 
has been presented, it is not 
clear if  the present govern­ment is even attempting to do 
this, in spitcof the polarising 
nanrativc. So. with all o f  the 
aforementioned facts, the 
question remains: is UCC

Action against 
rude highway  
toll collcctors
Editor,
I ligh way driving is not al­

ways pleasurable. The 4-lane 
tollgatc takes a toll on travel­
lers on a regular basis. This 
Sunday was no exception. I 
was one o f  the witnesses to 
that. While reluming from 
Guwahafi, (he (oil collcctors 
brought our pleasant drive to 
an abrupt halt. Despite the 
auto deduction o f  (oil fee 
(hrougli (he “FAS lag app”, 
(he employees a( Paham- 
mawlcin (oil plaza rudely 
forced my friend and (he 
driver (o pay again in cash 
with penalty. Though wc 
tried to explain to them that 
wc have a balance of Rs 4670 
on the FASTag account, they
r e fu s e d  to  li» tcn  to  u.i. W h a t
was most disgusting was (hat

good or harmful?
The UCC is good in that 

it can bring about a uni­
form protection of i ndi v idual 
rights and personal liberties 
hat could otherwise not be 
afforded due to religious sen­
sitivities. It is a truism tha( 
abuse comcs in all forms, and 
rcligion and social cus(oms 
arc nocxccptions. A religious 
iradi(ion or social custom can 
be used or abused (o deprive 
a cilizcn o f  his or her social 
and economic freedom. The UCC need no( necessar­ily oudaw such a religious 
(radirion or social cus(om. 
Bu( a UCC may allow for 
an aggrieved person (o seek 
remedy in a court of law, if 
that person is deprived of his 
or her social and economic freedom , in the nam e o f  
that tradition or custom. In 
other words, UCC is good 
in that it may allow remedy 
to a person whose personal 
liberty is violated, that may 
not otherwise be possible due to teligious sensitivi­
ties. An instance is that o f  a 
woman who may be forced 
(o cohabit in a polygamous 
setting . Such undue su f­
fering cannot, in the name 
o f  rcligion. be left without 
remedy. The prohibition o f 
Child Marriage Act. 2006, is an example ol a law (ha( was 
enacted to protect the rights 
o f children, which may be 
violated by tradition.

Let us not lose sight o f 
the fact that a UCC is the en­
deavour o f  the State, which 
includes the Government, 
Legislature and the Autono­mous District Councils. So, 
the above institutions should 
view Article 44 as a directive 
principle to take the initiative 
to secure the social and eco­
nomic freedom ofcvcty citi­
zen. Case in point, when the 
K If ADC passed the Khasi 
Lineage (Amendment) Bill 
201 S. under the CE.V1 (L) HS 
Shy 1 la, that sought to deprive 
Khasi women o f  their Khasi 
status if  they marry outside 
the community, the liber­
als and progressives cried 
foul. But when the former 
C’EM recently instructed 
not to give Scheduled Tribe
c e r tif ic a te :;  to  c h i ld r e n  b o rn  
o f  Khasi parents, i f  they 
take their father’s surname, 
nobody batted an eyelid. 
So, Article 44 is a directive 
principle for constitutional 
bodies to take the initiative 
to positively secure the social and economic freedom of ev­
ery citizen, and to rcpcal the 
customary laws that would 
deprive our Khasi children 
o f legitimate inheritance and 
lineage. No personal law. not 
even the Khasi Social Cus­
tom o f  Lineage Act. should 
deprive any Khasi citizen o f 
their personal liberty, and so­
cial and economic freedom.

From a Christian point o f view, the harm that a UCC 
may bring is with regards 
to m arriage. M arriage is 
the first institution in the 
Christian faith and it is de­
fined as a monogamous and 
cxclusivc union between a 
man and a woman. A UCC 
may allow' for remedy if  any 
person o f  the Christian faith 
is deprived o f his or her so­
cial and economic freedom, 
under church discipline or 
canon law. But it is against 
(he Christian doctrine o f  mar­
riage and outside the prin­ciple o f  Article 44. ifatJC C  
is used to impose a definition 
o f  marriage other than that of 
an cxclusivc union between 
a man and a woman.

they spoke to the driver very 
"disrespectfully”.

What wc experienced is 
not an isolated incident. Do 
such ins(anccs not leave a 
bitter taste for our visiting 
(ouris(s righ( a( (he entry 
point to the stale? This is 
a m atter o f  serious con­
cern. Here I would blame 
the officers o f  the National 
Highways Authority o f  In­
dia. Why do they hire such 
"impolite” jerks for (he job? 
This is (o(ally unbecoming 
and unprofessional. Docs (he 
rule book o f  (he NHAI no( 
outline proper job-cmploycc 
h iring procedures? Why 
arc they not strictly  fol­
lowed? There’s something 
fishy here, otherwise, such 
disrespectful people would 
not have been recntitcd. I 
believe the s(a(e administra- 
(ion should bring the case 
before the concerned ofliccrs
o f  th e  N H A I .  N o  t r a v e le r
should be inconvenienced

Gandhun thought, institu­tions and the Mahatma him- 
sclfare under unprecedented 
attack today. From positions 
o f  power in the government 
(o poisoned minds among 
activists ard a wide variety o f  loose cannons, Gandhi 
and his ideas arc routinely 
run down and presented 
using narrow lenses d e ­
signed to misprcscnt and 
even demonise (he Father of 
the Nation It is no surprise that Gandhians arc aghast. 
But there k also a sense of 
despondency, fatigue and resignation at the ferocity 
o f  the attacks and (Ik  sheer 
volume of venom (ha( is spewing ou( across media 
channels. What should Gan- dhiansdo?How should they 
respond?

Ironically, these were 
precisely tic questions at the centre of a discussion for a 
conference that was planned 
and schcdilcd by Mahatma 
Gandhi himself to be held at 
Wardha on Feb. 02. 1948. 
The content was different (hough -  l) consolidate ef­forts in post-Independent 
India. Gandhi was assassi­
nated three days before that 
conference, w hich then w as 
rescheduled to March and 
carried the thentc: Gandhi 
is gone. What should we do 
now ? That conference from 
March 13-15. 1948 marked the birth of the Sarva Seva 
Sangh. Among those present 
were Prime Minister Jawaha- rial Nehru,education minis­
ter Maulani Azad, Congress 
President Rajcndra Prasad 
as the Chair, and those like Acharya J B Kripalani. J.C. 
Kumarappa. Jayaprakash 
Narayan. Vinoba Bhavc, who spoke “with candour, 
sclf-cntichm, and a refresh­ing objectivity that (did) not 
exempt even their martyred 
mentor,” as an account in the 
book ‘Gandhi is Gone. Who Will Guide Us Now* (Editor 
Gopalkrishna Gandhi, pub­
lished by Permanent Black) 
put it. Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel was ti> attend but could 
not due to ill-health. The Sarva Se\a Sangh would 
keep away from party poli­
tics and wqrk with the aim 
"to usher in a social order 
based on truth and non­violence ir fused by human 
and democratic values which 
are free fram exploitation, 
tyranny, inmorality or injus­
tice and which offer enough 
scopc for human personality 
development”  in the words 
o f  its constitution.It is this Sarva Seva 
Sangh and its facilities in 
Varanasi that are now fight­
ing a demolition notice in 
the High Court against the local administration and the railways who claim to have 
thetitleofthc land the Sangh sits on. The notice disregards 
the institution's records and 
assertions o f  the o f  valid- 
i(y o f  sale deeds it has pro­
duced dated 15Mayl960. 09Mayl96l and 20May 1970 
that show the land was duly 
bought Iron the government. 
The demolition notices and 
the dates (iced for the actual 
razing have come up with lightning speed, quite un­
like the way the government 
machincrv is known to work. The ease highlights what one 
member sf id is “(he pligh( 
and (he (hrca( Gandhian 
organisations arc facing to­day.” As he put it: “Sarva 
Seva Sangh in Varanasi is under attatk. Wc arc doing
everything to save it.”  If (he 
richncss of i(s history, the 
purity o f  its in(cn(ion (truth in public life) and the galaxy

for the mismanagement of 
the NHAI.

Yours etc..
SalilGcwali,

Shillong

O f accident- 
prone roads
Editor,
Now that the monsoon 

is well and truly on. it is 
anticipated and accepted that 
our roads be riddled with 
potholes. However, the road 
from Lapahng to Rynjah till 
MFSjunction is a nightmare 
which is man made. One 
wonders as to how the road 
can be dug in the middle to 
lay cablcs and be hurriedly 
covered with stones and 
soil, thereby causing untold 
misery to commuters using 
this road. Coupled with the 
rain, the red soil that fills the 
road is often so slippery that

o f  leaders who got together (o give (he impetus that be­
came the organisation could 
not stop the authorities from 
moving to demolish Sarva 
Seva Sangh buildings, then 
almost no one from among 
those left o f  the Gandhian 
movement can be considered 
safe.

There is no question that 
this anti Gandhi direction is 
despicable. Every effort must 
be made to rcsisl i«. Deep, rich and evolved thought that nurtures the best in us and 
speaks to our heritage and 
ethos is being brought to a 
level that lowers the stature 
of the nation and should wor­ry all right-thinking Indians. 
Yet, the anti-Gandhi thinking 
is by all accounts flourishing. 
The question raised in 1948 
is the question staring us in 
2023: the only difference is that “our” government is 
now accuscd o f  open hostil­
ity. o f  fostering disharmony 
and creating divisions that 
strike at the root o f  Gandhian thinking. But the sameness of the question over a 75-vcar journey tells us a lot about 
us as a people and about the 
Gandhian movement. Both 
don 't look good. Wc can 
and must blame the powers 
that be. those (hat shape the narrative and fill up endless 
hours o f  airtime and social 
media beacons to sell the 
idea that Gandhi is not our 
real hero. But that they are 
able to carry (his narrative so successfully also tells us that 
Gandhi’s ideals are not really 
embedded in the hearts and 
minds o f  Indians. So, blame also must be shared by all 
o f  those who arc known as 
Gandhians. There is little dispute (hat as the Gandhians 
o f  an earlier generation aged 
and moved on. there has 
been a lack of new energy 
(barring a few exceptions) to 
build Gandhian thinking and ofl'cr it to a new generation 
for a new era. A vast major­
ity o f  the youth memorised 
G an d h i's’m essages for a 
formal exam but never re­
ally critically examined or 
accepted the thinking, let 
alone internalising it. The 
charade o f  paying obeisance 
to Gandhi while disregarding 
all that he said and stood for continued to play out in 
the India that brought more 
modernity, more liberalisa­
tion and an economic boom 
riding on consumerism as a 
key marker o f  success. All 
o f  this may have accclcratcd 
rcccntlv but the trendline has been in the direction o f the 
slide for a long, long time. 
Some trace i( back (o (he 
rqcction o f  Gandhi’s ideas in 
‘Hind Swaraj*by Nehru. To­
day. violence is deeply em­bedded in the Indian State, 
increasing exponentially 
over the years. Justice is dif­ficult to get, particularly for 
the under-privileged. Power 
speaks and the reality is that 
truth can be crushcd with this power, at least in the short 
run. The latest example is the 
political shenanigans o f  the 
breakaway Nationalist Con­
gress Party in Maharashtra, 
where those accused of mega scams and under investiga­
tion have been welcomed to 
a government controlled by 
the BJP. The defector Aju 
Pawar has been honoured as 
(he Depmy Chief Minister 
while others from his side take on ministerial berths.

(The writer is a journal­ist and faculty member at 
SPJ/M R. Views are p e r­
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil­
lion Press) (e-mail: editor%  thebillionpress. org)

many times drivers o f  two 
wheelers find themselves 
skidding oft’(he road into the 
path o f  oncoming vchidcs. 
That school children arc 
often caught in these situa­
tions is a disaster waiting to 
happen. Pray who then will 
be accountable- the cable 
layers or (he deparimem 
entrust'd  with maintaining 
our roads. How long can 
w e silently bear the brunt of 
these uniold miseries tint wc 
face in our daily commute. I 
hope the powers that be do 
not wait for a disaster or a 
tragic event before they start 
swinging into action

Yours e(c..
Aaron Warjri,

________________ Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on (his page arc 
ihc views of the writers 
authors and nol that of 
The Shillong Times
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“Suffering is the positive element in this 
world, indeed it is the only link between 

this world and the positive. ”
— F r a n z  K a fk a  
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Manipur Conflict: Echoes of History 
& Perils of False Narratives
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M ukroh a forgotten saga
IT is a  com m on featu re o f  M eghalaya that 
every killing incident in the borders with A s­
sam  w here people o f  M eghalaya are  invari­
ably killed have been forgotten. Those killed 
are poor villagers and the relatives they leave 
behind do  not have the voice or the political 
clout to raise a political storm. M ukroh was 
nev er in the agenda o f  political parties and 
it never feaiured in the last election. Today 
even the Shillong-based pressure groups that 
had raised a m inor storm  in Novem ber 22 last 
year have moved on to o ther agenda. The only 
group that raised their voices were the Hyn- 
n iew trcp National Youth Awakening (HN Y M ) 
w ho took a different route and started arm ing 
the villagers as a  defence m echanism . This 
is at best symbolic because bow s and arrow s 
are weapons o f  the past. But som e group or 
the o ther always appears to take up issues but 
abandon them halfway when som e o ther m ore 
politically populist issue com es up.

M eghalaya’s p roblem  is that it does not 
have a thriving civil society. Its people depend 
on pressure groups to take up their issues. On 
their ow n they are unable to take up any issue 
including those that affect them directly. This is 
a problem  that haunts Meghalaya. There is no 
group that can w ithstand political pressure and 
will not succumb to it. Not that M ukroh is the 
only border issue that besets M eghalaya. There 
are issues in every border area with Assam. The 
ongoing border talks between the ch ie f m inis­
ters o f  Assam and M eghalaya had becom e an 
election issue in 2022-23 but are now  almost 
forgotten with intermittent statem ents from one 
or the o ther political party. But none o f  them 
have pursued any issue with the consistency 
that is needed.

Those families in M ukroh that had lost their 
family members to the gunshots fired by Assam 
Police also happen to be am ong the poorest. 
They were given som e prelim inary assistance 
from governments o f  Assam and M eghalaya but 
when a breadwinner dies the tragedy is felt over 
a long time. Governm ents have washed their 
hands by a  one-tim e payment. No one really 
cares about the welfare o f  the children o f  the 
deceased and w hether those kids will be able 
to continue with their studies or have dropped 
out o f  school. M eghalaya is in that sense not a 
welfare state. It is an  uncaring state that does 
not care for its citizens. There is a c lear divi­
sion between the affluent few and the grow ing 
army o f  the poor. Governm ents run on auto ­
pilot without a  heart for the poor. Was this why 
M eghalaya was born!

T h e  o u tb re a k  o f  (he 
Manipur conflict over two 
months ago betw een the 
majority Mcitci community 
and the minority Kuki-Zo 
tribal community o f  the state 
has claimed at least 135 lives 
and over 1000 individuals arc 
left injured. The repercus­
sions have been profound, 
displacing more than 70,000 
people who now find shelter 
in about 272 refugee camps, 
or other pans o f  the country. 
The conflict has caused a 
deep demographic and geo­
graphic division between 
the w arring groups, with 
Kuki-Zo tribes lleeing to the 
hills while Mcitcis move in 
the opposite dircction. It is 
within this backdrop o f  tur­
moil that Samrat Chaudhury.

By Lahninthang Kipgen
o f the world lo incite passion, 
hatred and xenophobia— 
the Meitei community has 
recently bestowed the term 
'narcotcrrorists' upon the 
tribals. The origin of this term 
can be traced back to May 30 
when a sclf-proclaimcd NGO 
called 'People's Alliance for 
Peace and Progress, Manipur’ 
filed a P1L ir the Supreme 
Court, urging the govern­
ment to take action against 
'Kuki militants' engaged in 
"narcoterrorism'. This move 
followed C h i:f o f  Defence 
S taff Anil C hauhan’s a s­
sertion that the violence in 
Manipur ’has nothing to do 
with counter-insurgency op-

between illegal drug trade 
and terrorism, often referred 
to as ’narcoterrorism’, it is 
crucial to note that, accord­
ing to the Ministry o f  Home 
Affairs (MHA), eight terror­
ists or unlawful organiza­
tions arc currently operating 
in Manipur, all belonging 
to the Meitei community. 
Most o f  these organizations 
maintaincamps in Myanmar, 
with two of them having an 
informal alliance with the 
M yanm ar M ilitary : PLA 
(People's Liberation Organi­
zation) and KYKL (Kanglci 
Yawol Kanna Lup). These 
terrorist organisations arc de­
manding independence from

Mcitci mobs, extremists, and 
militants with the assistance 
o f  the state's security forces 
and their womenfolk— the 
Mcira Paibis—seems to be 
aimed at clearing the way 
for future Mcitci settlements. 
This reflects a recurring pat­
tern in human history, with 
a notable recent exam ple 
being the Nazi invasion o f  
other countries during World 
War II. This invasion was 
also justified by the desire to 
expand German "lebensraum" 
or living space. Such policies 
and actions by the majority 
Mcitci community have no 
placc in the 21st ccntury. PM 
Modi, while referring to the 
Ukrainc-Russia war, told the 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin that 'this is not an era

author o f  ‘Northeast India: 
A Political History', draws 
a poignant comparison be­
tween Manipur's plight and 
the tumultuous aftermath of 
World War 1 and the phe­
nomenon o f  'unm ixing o f  
people'.

The collapse o f empires— 
such as the Ottoman. Austro- 
Hungarian, and Russian—led 
to an extensive redrawing o f 
maps and national boundaries 
across Europe after World 
War 1. The collapse o f  em­
pires led to what is known 
then as the "unmixing o f  
peoples” . One poignant ex­
ample emerged from Greece 
and Turkey, where a popula­
tion exchange forced around 
a million Greeks to leave 
Turkey. Interestingly, some 
o f  these Greeks were forced 
to leave areas where Greek- 
speaking communities had 
thrived for millennia. Draw­
ing further historical paral­
lels. the Partition o f  India, 
which unfolded following the 
World War II and the decline 
o f  the British Empire, also 
revolved around the notion 
o f  "unmixing o f  peoples” 
and the establishment o f  "na­
tional homelands". Within 
this historical context, one 
can observe striking similari­
ties to the Manipur violence, 
in which the Kuki-Zo tribals 
head to the hills from the 
valley, while the Mcitcis 
head in the opposite dircction 
towards the valley.

One can sec further simi­
larities between the prevail­
ing narratives and circum­
stances in Manipur, and those 
that existed in Europe in the 
years following World War I. 
Forcxamplc, there is a stream 
o f  hate narratives directed at 
the minority Kuki-Zo tribes 
by the majority Mcitci com­
munity. In addition to labels 
such as 'outsiders.' 'foreign­
ers,' 'illegal im m igrants,’ 
'poppy cultivators.' or 'drug
tra ff ic ke rs '— w hich have
been used in different parts

crations but is due to a clash 
between ethnicities'.

The Coordinating Com­
mittee on Maiipur Integrity 
(COCOM1), the apex body 
o f  civil society organiza­
tions representing Manipur’s 
Meitei majority, has declared 
a 'national war against the 
Chin-Kuki nareoicnrorists.' 
1 f  one define 'narcoterrorism' 
as engaging in illegal dmg 
trade and armed struggle 
(insurgency), it becomes 
undeniable that these issues, 
along with rampant corrup­
tion. have pligucd Manipur 
for a long time, cutting across 
ethnic lines. It would be far 
from the truth to attribute 
these problems solely to a 
specific community.

M an ip u r is h ig h ly  vu lner­
ab le  to  illicit drug trade duo to
its porous border w ith Myan­
mar, the world's sccond- 
largcst producer o f  opium. 
Additionally, socio-economic 
challenges, including high 
unemployment rates and lim­
ited economic opportunities, 
have contributed to Manipur’s 
history o f  poppy cultivation. 
Poppy is cultivated by people 
living in the hills, including 
Kukis and Nagas. When 
considering individuals ar­
rested for illegal drug trade, 
governm ent figures from 
the past five years indicate 
that 59% arc valley-based 
Mcitci speakers, while 34% 
arc Kuki-Chin. Even top 
politicians in the state have 
been implicated in the illegal 
drug trade. A notable case 
involved a decorated policc 
officer Thanoujam Brinda, 
who alleged pressure from 
Chief Minister N Bircn Singh 
to release a dmg lord named 
Lhukhosci Zou. whom she 
had apprehended with drugs 
worth Rs 27 trorc in the in­
ternational market. In protest 
against the non-conviction 
o f  the drug lord, the policc 
officer returned her gallantry award.

Regarding the connection

India, and have been fighting 
against the Indian state by 
specifically targeting the In­
dian army. As late as in 2015. 
IX soldiers o f  the 6 Dogra 
Regiment were killed in an 
ambush by KYKL. Interest­
ingly. the mastermind behind 
the ambush, self-styled Lt 
Col Moirangthcm  Tamba 
alias Uttam was among the 
12 hardcore terrorists re­
cently handed over by the 
Army to a Mcitci women 
mob, callcd Mcira Paibis. 
In a recent interview with 
"The Wire." Professor Kham 
Khan Saun H ausing. the 
Head o f  the Political Scicncc 
Department at Hyderabad 
University, explained that 
the illegal drug trade across 
the Indo-Myanmar border is 
monopolized and controlled 
by these proscribed terrorist 
organizations, functioning 
in collusion with a larger 
international drug and gun 
trade. While instances exist 
in which Kukis arc caught 
in major drug hauls, it docs 
not discount the fact that the 
primary business o f  illegal 
drug trade is facilitated by 
the state's bureaucracy and 
political leaders.

Considering these picccs 
o f  evidence, COCOMl’s ac­
tions amount to nothing more 
than scapegoating a minor­
ity community and labelling 
them as "narco-terrorists" for 
the entire state's problems. 
This clear case o f  persecution 
by the majority community 
mirrors historical patterns 
seen throughout history, with 
severe consequences. One 
poignant example that echoes 
this pattern is the persecution 
and propagation o f  hate nar­
ratives against Jews by the 
Nazis in 1930s Germany. 
Jews were unjustly accused 
ofcomiptingGcmian culture 
and values, and were wrongly 
held responsible for G er­
many's defeat in World War 
I Furthermore, the deliberate 
destruction o f  over 200 Kuki 
v illages, o rchestrated  by

o f war. let’s talk pcacc’. Ironi­
cally. the PM has yet to speak 
a word about the 'civil war’ 
happening right in his own 
country.

The propagation o f  false 
narratives intended to incite 
passion and hatred against 
a minority community has 
played a significant role in 
the violence witnessed in 
Manipur. It is important to
acknowledge the role played 
by CM N Bircn Singh in this 
contcxt. On June 11. the CM 
advocated for pcacc by stat­
ing. "Jo ho gaya so ho gaya. 
Let's give peace a chance." 
However, merely a day later, 
he characterized the conflict 
as one between the govern­
ment and illegal immigrants. 
This is deeply concerning, given his prior use o f  terms 
such as ’outsiders,' ’illegals.' 
or 'foreigners' to describe the 
Kukis. This follows his fail­
ure to portray the conflict as 
one between security forces 
and 'Kuki terrorists', based 
on his own fabricated account 
o f  security forces killing 40 
Kuki militants on May 28.

lo comprehend the motive 
behind the smear campaign 
targeting the Kukis. it is im­
perative to examine the un­
derlying cause of the conflict. 
In a revealing interview with 
"The Wire." Mcitci MLA Ni- 
shikant Singh Sapain, Chair­
man o f  the Committee on 
Privileges and Ethics in the 
Manipur Legislative Assem­
bly. stated that the conflict 
primarily revolves around 
land. It becomes evident that 
labelling Kukis as 'terror­
ists.' 'narco-tcnrorists.' 'illegal 
immigrants.' or 'foreigners' 
serves no purpose other than 
undermining their legitimacy, 
subjecting them to discrimi­
nation. and providing a justifi­
cation for their dispossession 
from their rightful land.

(La lm in thang  Kipgen, 
PhD. is an Associate Lec­
turer a t Arden University Berlin and can he reached at 
IhipgeitCa arden.ac. uk)

Not a 
G overnm ent of  

the People
Editor,
I would like to draw at­

tention to a Public Notice 
published on page 3 o f  your 
newspaper dated July 5.2023 
issued by the Secretary, one 
man inquiry commission 
under Justice R.K. Phukan 
(Retd.) looking into circum­
stances leading lo the firing 
that resulted in the loss o f  six 
lives at Mukroh.

The notice inter alia men­
tions that the government 
o f  Meghalaya has been di­
rected to product: witnesses, 
documents, ctc., but then: has 
been no representation from 
the Meghalaya side. Neither 
documents nor witnesses 
have been prodiccd before 
the Enquiry Commission. 
On the other hind, as per 
the above public notice, the 
Com m ission has already

obtained written statements 
from various witnesses in­
cluding the Government o f 
Assam, district and policc ad­
ministrations and aggrieved 
persons, etc.. and also re­
corded their evidences.

Although the government 
o f  Meghalaya has utterly 
failed in its duty towards its 
citizens, the above Commis­
sion in the interest o f  justice 
has now given one more 
opportunity " to interested 
and willing persons having 
knowledge o f  the incident 
to give before the Commis­
sion." The date fixed for 
such evidence presentation is 
July 10, 2023. Note that this 
opportunity is being given 
only to. "persons having 
knowledge o f  the incident." 
and NOT to the Government 
o f  Meghalaya.

Is this not a case o f  the 
Government failing its citi­
zens yet again? Why has 
the Government failed to 
represent itself ? Why were

witnesses, representatives of 
the policc and district admin­
istration not presented before 
the Enquiry Commission? 
Where arc relevant docu­
ments like police reports, 
magisterial enquiry reports 
on the incident? Surely, the 
obvious outcome o f  this gov­
ernmental failure is that the 
position taken by the Assam 
Government would be upheld 
by the Commission o f  En­
quiry. I have discusscd this is­
sue with my friends and they 
seem to suggest that there is 
some sort o f  hidden agenda 
to make Meghalaya lose so 
that when Assam wins, our 
politicians win too.

In conclusion, I wish to 
convey my heartfelt condo- 
Icnces to the relatives o f  the 
five dead Mukroh residents 
who have lost their loved 
ones and breadwinners. I 
hope (hat eventually their 
deaths would not be in vain.

Yours ctc..
S a m ik 'l  S t t 'r t l .

Shillong-2.

Black day for 
freedom of press

Editor.
It is unfortunate that the 

petition by Twitter. Inc. chal­
lenging the validity o f  the 
spate o f  blocking orders 
passed by the Union Gov­
ernm ent was rejected  by 
the Karnataka High Court. 
While success in litigation 
involving the government's 
power to restrict speech and 
expression or grounds per­
mitted in A ric le  19(2) o f  
the Constitution was always 
cxpcctcd to be difficult, it is 
disconccrting that the court 
refused to countenance all 
arguments

There is little doubt that 
social media content can de­
generate into incitement, hate 
speech and hostile propa­
ganda against the state or its 
instrumentalities. Laws exist 
in most countries to order 
intermediaries such as social
m edia  platform * an d  In ternet
service providers to remove

any offending content, but it 
is a common principle that es­
tablished democracies should 
frame policies and regulations 
rooted in fairness and natural 
justice, and not impose undue 
curbs on freedom o f  speech 
and expression. Section 69A of 
the IT Act. which sets out the 
power to issue blocking orders, 
was upheld by the Supreme 
Court i n Shreya Singhal (2015) 
mainly on the grounds that it 
came with adequate procedural 
safeguards.

Yours etc..
Md Tauquccr Alam 

Chennai

W hy this 
indifference?
Editor,
llxr main roads in Shillong 

arc in a pathetic state. Some 
roads leading to localities be­
yond the Shillong Municipal 
Board have become killers. 
People riding on two wheel-
c i s  f a c c g iu d tc i  d u u g c i .  T t ic i i
wheels sink into the potholes

that have become characteristic 
ofShillong today. It isdeprcss- 
ing to note that governance in 
this blighted state lias turned 
from had to worse with cach 
passing year. No one seems to 
care about die fact that basic 
requirements for leading a 
decent life are not av ailable in 
this state. Politics has become 
the worst game played in this 
state and wc the citizens are 
victims o f this foul play. But 
what can wc say about a state 
when; there is never any protest 
over issues o f  development? 
It's only politically relevant 
issues that give brownie points 
topolitical parties that become 
popular. Wc the public arc 
dispensable rubbish. We are 
doomed.

Yours ctc., 
Paul Kharkongor.

Via email
A rtic le s  an d  le t te rs  a p ­
p e a rin g  o n  th is  page  are  
th e  view s o f  th e  w rite rs / 
a u th o r s  a n d  no t th a t  o fThe SMItvng Times

Shared Paw ar faces toughest battle 
in retaining NCP under his fold
Political standing of 

Maratha strongman at 
stake before 2024 LS polls

BySushil Ku tty
How should Sharad Pawar 

be addressed? What is his 
status in India's political 
spcctrum? Is he still Nation­
alist Congress Party (NCP) 
Chief and patriarch o f  the 
combined Opposition? The 
NCP founder has promised 
to restore the mangled NCP 
to its pre-split glory in three 
months flit. Isn 't that ac­
knowledgement that the NCP 
split is full and final? Uncle 
Pawar and Nephew Pawar 
arc cut from the same cloth 
and it is tnlikcly cither of 
them will back o ff at the 
insistence of the other.

The cld.-r Pawar is, how­
ever. in a position o f  weak­
ness post-split. His state­
ments betray him. For ex­ample. Sharad Pawar say*
the Congress should hold 
the LoP's post bccausc the 
Congress has the maximum 
num ber of MLAs in the 
MVA. Isn't that the admis­
sion that Ajit Pawar’s NCP 
has more NCP MLAs than 
Sharad Pavar’s  NCP?

Shouldn't that automati­
cally give party 'symbol' and 
party 'flag to Ajit Pawar's 
NCP? Sharad Pawar says 
“as per my information. Con­
gress lias the maximum num­
ber (MLAs) currently and if 
they ask for it (LoP post) then 
it's a valid demand." Docs

the 2024 battle will be "peo­
ple o f  India versus Narcndra 
Modi", it docs not matter 
how many political parties 
arc swatted and split.

Both vanquished supre­
mo Sharad Pawar and the 
disqualified Congress MP 
Rahul G andhi believe it 
will be a "people versus 
Narcndra Modi" in the 2024 
general elections. The defec­
tions o f  Ajit Pawar and his 
cohorts including Praful 
Patel and Chhagan Bhujbal 
docs not count. Irrespective 
o f  engineered defections 
and manufactured splits, 
the grounds well o f  the anti- 
Narcndra Modi sentiment, 
anti-BJP public mood will 
sweep everything out o f  
th e  p a th .

So. Sharad Pawar has 
reverted to the old ways. He 
is meeting people facc to 
face and when the supreme 
leader talks one-on-one with 
the grassroots, it is a differ­
ent kind o f  equation. The 
chemistry is instant and the 
effect remains. “Around SO 
per cent o f  the total people 
who came to meet me (on 
July 3) were youngsters. 
These youngsters will work 
for the sccular ideology and 
strengthen Maharashtra with 
whatever it takes."

There’s  a feeling Ajit

that not vaidatc Ajit Pawar's 
claim on the NCP?

Sharad Pawar now says 
many o f  the NCP MLAs 
who joined Ajit Pawar in the 
BJP camp have been call­
ing him up and telling him 
they haver,’t given up their 
ideology and that they would 
"declare ficir stand at the 
right time.' This is standard 
defence of the losing side
in  a n y  d is p u te .  T h e  f a c t  is
Sharad Pawar minus power 
is as helpless and hopeless as 
Ajit Pawar without power.

The next question is, will 
A jit Pawar and his eight 
cohorts be able to avoid 
disqualification under the 
anti-dcfcciion law? Sharad 
Pawar’s take on this is not to 
take a confrontational stance. 
He believes in the “m is­
guided youth" principle and 
trusts his own experience of 
handling such predicaments. 
The octogenarian, with 50 
years ofpolitical cxpcricncc. 
says he doesn't believe in a 
“show o f  strength" bccausc 
strength has the habit o f  go­
ing up and going down.

And he has restored bal­
ance in hisparty many times 
before, too. In Sharad Pawar's 
book, those who have left the 
NCP will lose in 2024. and 
there is nc two ways about 
that. SharaJ Pawar is speak­
ing the language o f  most of 
the Opposition, it does not 
matter from which party, and 
which leader. Whether Nitisli 
Kumar or Rahul (iandhi. the 
common refrain is to comc 
2024, “the xoplc will vote to 
defeat Narcndra Modi'* -  that

Pawar, Chhagan Bhujbal. 
Praful Patel. D ilipPatil. 
Hasan Mushrif. Dhananjay 
M undo. D harmaraobaba 
Atram. Aditi Tatkarc, San- 
jay Bansodc and Anil Patil 
will not have the courage to 
facc NCP workers and livid 
Sharad Pawar supporters 
in the streets and in public 
meetings. It is a feeling 
similar to what happened 
after Fkiuith Shindc's de­
fection w ith the bulk o f  
Shiv Sena MLAs. C hief 
M inister Eknath Shindc 
is now apprehensive and 
seared to hold the overdue 
Mumbai municipal e lec­
tions.

On July 3. Sharad Pawar’s 
daughter and “NCP working 
president." Supriyc Sule 
expelled Praful Patel, Su­
nil Tatkarc and Ajit Pawar 
from the NCP for “anti- 
p a r ty  a c t iv i tie s ."  W ith 
th at, the battle  fo r the 
party begins in earnest. At 
stake is the party symbol 
and the party flag, not to 
speak o f  the party name. 
And at stake also will be 
Sharad Paw ar’s political 
status and acumcn. Sharad 
Pawar is considered the 
grand old patriarch o f  Indi­
an politics with even Prime 
M inister Narcndra Modi 
accepting Sharad Pawar as 
his “political guru". It is 
the same "chcla/shishya", 
the same Narcndra Modi, 
who stabbed Sharad Pawar 
in the back and the aging 
M aharashtra strongm an 
is in no mood to forget or forgive. (1PA Service)
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‘ Whenever nature leaves a hole in a person s 
mind, she generally plasters it over with 

a thick coat o f  self-conceit. ”
—  H enry W adsw orth Longfellow
T he S h illon g  T im es

t-'RIDAV. Jt'I.V 7. 202.*

Urinating on a Tribal
WE never tire o f  boasting about India 's ancient 
“aarsha bharat sanskaar" and m ore prominently 
the Hindutva brigade under the RSS umbrella. 
Juxtapose this with the “ urination” incident in 
M adhya Pradesh, w here a ‘representative’ o f  
the local BJP VILA peed on a  hapless tribal la­
bourer. The heinous nature o f  such an act cannot 
simply be covered up by an outreach by chief 
m inister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who invited 
the labourer to his official residence, draped him 
in a  shawl and w ashed his feet in a "show ” o f  
penance. The urination atrocity is dem onstrative 
o f  the larger society’s ugly underbelly; a kind o f  
barbarity that is widely prevalent across states 
and w orse, in the Hindi bell. Hapless hum ans 
are treated worse than cattle.

Chouhan h ts  been running M adhya Pradesh 
repeatedly for several years. The state is notori­
ous for its feudalistic culture m ixed with acts o f  
law lessness and dacoity. The m edia there has 
been in a captive form, its personnel enjoying 
the patronage o f  the establishm ent and having 
no commitm ent to the society. The social media 
that exposed the despicable urination act on the 
tribal man could, how ever, not be “ purchased” 
with government largesse as  it is com posed o f  
a large arm y of ordinary individuals o r activ­
ists across the spectrum . In norm al course , 
this would have been dism issed as just another 
intem perate or condem nable act and the m atter 
put to rest. But. the ch ief m inister crawled on 
his knees this tim e to wash the feet o f  the poor 
labourer for the obvious reason that M adhya 
P radesh is at the doorsteps o f  the assem bly  
elections and votes o f  the SC -ST com m unities 
are important for him and his parly to win it and 
retain power. After perform ing this "escape act” 
and self-publicizing the visuals o f  him  hosting 
the labourer at his official residence, Chouhan 
could be trusted to g ive a decent burial to the 
whole matter.

The case filed against the perpetrator, o r the 
police dem olishing a portion o f  his house on 
the contention it w-as illegally built, w ere all 
for public consumption. The BJP ‘representa­
tive’ m ight face no serious repercussions for his 
notorious act as has been the trend with most 
cases o f  atrocities against those in the lower 
rungs o f  the society. The RSS that lords over 
the nation’s  ruling party is well within its rights 
to concentrate on cam paigns like G har Vapsi or 
on several mundane topics unm indful o f  w hat’s 
happening right under its nose. But. the question 
is who will clean up the Augean stables. Prime 
M inister Narendra M odi’s two terms in office 
were m arked by a disinterest in changing India 
for the better in m ost respects.

G20 meet in Shillong: So much to learn

Verified badge 
vs Safe Digital 

Space
Editor.
Not very longa^o.Twitter 

and Meta rolled out verified 
badges globally, including 
in India. It was only recently 
that the country's social me­
dia users started lo cling to 
the opportunity o f having 
the badge next to their user- 
names.This badge holds a lot 
o f  value. At the very birth of 
a social media e:osystcm. 
well-known personalities, 
like actors, sporispcrsons, 
politicians, singers, big or­
ganizations. governm ent 
officials, journalists, and 
many others, arc the privi­
leged ones to get ;hc badge. 
It was a matter o f  pride; and 
the presence o f  this badge 
makes the account, whether 
public or private, legitimate 
or authentic.

A ccord ing  tc history. 
Twitter first used the blue 
tick in June 2009. followed 
by Googlc+ in 2011. Fa- 
cebook in 2012, Instagram 
in 2014. and Pi itcrcst in 
2015. Oncc a person has 
100,000 or more subscrib­
ers on YouTube, they can 
request a verification badge.
It also includes ait "official 
artist" logo for musicians 
and bands, and Google just

added "blue ticks' for Gmail 
accounts.

The question for the hoi 
polloi is,

► Is this a m atter o f  
concern?

► W ill the com m on 
people benefit from it?

► Does this benefit help 
in certain ways?

► Is the blue tick fee a 
way o f  extorting people’s 
money?

► Why is there a need 
for everyone to have access 
to the badge?

► Who should subscribe 
and who should not? Is Rs 
699 worth spending?

Any social media user can 
subscribe to it and unsub- 
scribc as per their will.

Everyone has the right 
to do whatever they feel is 
right for them. We live in 
a world o f  digital technol­
ogy where even a toddler 
who can hardly utter a word 
or two has an account on 
Instagram if not Faccbook. 
Today's world is totally dif­
ferent; a friend's Humpty 
Dumpty fall in a schoolyard 
is being viewed by hundreds 
o f  other digital strangers. 
Every move we make in 
the twenty-first century is 
known to at least a hundred 
or thousand people; keep in 
mind, they arc simply virtual
acquaintances if  not friends. 
We shoot o u r  m om ents, 
release them  online, and

There arc many who ask 
w hat docs India stand to 
gain from heading the G20 
Presidency? Well, for one. 
the m em bers o f  the G20 
have in this period travelled 
the length and breadth o f  
India and know this country 
better than at any other time 
in the past. It is true that not 
all the delegates visited the 
same states but nevertheless 
more people in the world to­
day know about Meghalaya 
more than at any time in the 
past. In their visits to places 
beyond Shillong, foreign and 
Indian delegates will witness 
the clouds coming home to 
roost and carry those memo­
ries. However, they will also 
observe the llip sides such 
as our lack o f  capacity for 
managing waste at tourist 
destinations, although I am 
quite sure that the sites which 
the delegates will be visiting 
will be cleaned up before 
they land there. And that is 
perhaps one reason why we 
don 't find solutions to our 
problems. We hide our flaws 
instead o f  calling for help. 
When the Global Gateway 
team o f the European Union 
was here they had stated that 
they have expertise in waste 
managem ent. We need lo 
tap on that expertise and be 
upfront about our problems 
and challenges. Let’s cry- 
out for help and learn from 
countries that have solved 
the intractable problem o f  
garbage. Let’s not pretend 
that everything is alright with 
our world.

For Meghalaya today the 
most defiant problem is gar­
bage which constitutes dis­
posable plastic bags, plastic 
packets, alum inium  laced 
packages used by companies 
selling potato chips and a 
host o f  junk food. There arc 
people who dispose o f  even 
electronic waste like mobile
c h u rg e tv  c tc ..  a lo n jt  w i th  th e ir
garbage. Here we need to 
understand that non-biodc- 
gradablc garbage is a modem 
problem. Hence it will need 
modem  so lutions. Tradi­
tional knowledge systems 
have nothing to offer in terms 
o f  solving our modern-day 
garbage problems. In the past 
we did not use plastic carry 
bags and had very few plastic 
utensils. We did not have the 
concept o f  bottled drinking 
water. Now plastic water 
bottles arc ubiquitous in ho­
tels and restaurants because 
we have more faith in bottled 
water than in filtered water 
served by hotels'restaurants. 
Only a few hotels and restau­
rants in Shillong have kept 
bottled water out o f  bounds. 
It is impossible to gauge the

leave a long-lasting digital 
presence for good. Will it 
serve us in the future? We 
don’t know. Will it help us? 
A separate argument for this 
will be required.

On the contrary, to answer 
the  questions m entioned 
above. I lay out the following 
argument: The 21 st Century 
is nothing but a century of 
blessings in disguise. People 
have access to technologies, 
mobile phones, ideas, and 
crafts. Not a single person 
in this beautiful dimension of 
ours has any limitations; they 
just grab onto the available 
resources to make the best 
use o f  them. Even a white 
elephant can become gold 
or otherwise in the digital 
platform. The point is that 
everyone is a celebrated in­
dividual in their own unique 
way. Gone arc the days when 
we actually had an icon or 
an idol. In today's age, kids 
change their idols and icons 
instantly. Their idol can last 
for four days, a week, or a 
month. Eventually, they will 
find another one that is bet­
ter, and this cycle continues; 
it goes on and on to infinity.

A blessing o f  the 21st 
ccntury is that people have 
started  to recognize, a p ­
preciate. and acknowledge 
anyone who has the calibre 
o f  a national or international 
icon.

The growth o f  social me-

By Patricia Xtukhim
quantum o f  garbage gener­
ated by all o f  Shillong on a 
single day which is dumped 
at Marten a landfill that 
is long past ts date. That 
we have not been able to 
get land for an alternative 
landfill at Shillong, Jowai, 
Nongpoh and other district 
headquarters is our Achilles 
heel. And why? Because 
land ostensibly belongs to 
the people. In so many years 
governments have not both­
ered to think creatively and 
tell each Dorbar Shnong to 
manage its own garbage as 
is being done in other cities. 
W hy should there be only 
one landfill for a population 
o f  approxim ately  5 lakh 
people (I suspxt it could be 
more if  one takes the floating 
population)?

In the past we generated 
garbage from the kitchen 
which we buried in holes 
dug in our backyards. That 
organic waste turned to ma­
nure. We bum: the rest o f  the 
garbage which was essential­
ly paper. It is unfortunate that 
in places beyond Shillong 
such as Smit, Nongkrem and 
across the state; in villages 
beyond the municipalities, 
people dig holes and bury 
plastic garbage inside. The 
consequences :>f such actions 
are far reaching because the 
soil dies whesi it is choked 
and can no longer breathe. 
But for most people today 
the natural dumping ground 
for their garbage arc the 
r ivers and stream s flow ­
ing through Shillong city. 
Even in villages, rivers have 
bccomc the mtural destina­
tion for dunning garbage. 
The most horrific onslaught 
on the rivers is that men­
strual padssa )itaty napkins 
used by women and Huggies 
(baby nappies) with excreta 
arc also  thrown in rivers. 
This has been documented 
by those doing a garbage 
audit while cleaning rivers. 
Hence if  there is one thing 
that Meghalaya can get out 
o f  the G20 Presidency is to 
do a long-term consultation 
with countricsthat have man­
aged to solve their garbage 
problems.

Let me now come to the 
gist o f  Day One o f  the 2-day 
G20 conference held at the 
Courtyard by Marriot on July 
6-7. Samir Srran. President 
Observer Research Founda­
tion (ORF) which is the team 
coordinating the entire G20 
programme, set the theme 
for the day by raving about 
Meghalaya's tills and dales, 
rivers and waicrfalls and o f

dia followers is overwhelm­
ing; supporters support their 
idols and imitate every move 
they make. From the way 
they dress to the products, 
they use an:l the restau ­
rants they visit. This is but 
a healthy way o f  supporting 
at present, which might be 
otherwise in ihe future. We 
need acknowledgment in 
various ways and the audi­
ence is doing just that.

When talking about spam 
accounts, or fake accounts, 
not only are well-known per­
sonal ities like Lana Del Rey, 
Tom Cruise, or John Ccna 
guilty o f  having a plethora 
o f  fake accounts, but even a 
celebrated nitsician like Jes­
sie Lyngdoh. a well-known 
Model. Mary Khyricm and a 
few others liave encountered 
fake accounts created by 
their supporters or individu­
als with ill intentions, aiming 
for a completely different 
goal such as besmirching 
som eone’s reputation o r 
even spam nndom  digital 
friends and family. Not only 
arc they targeted but the 
common rani; and file too 
are victims to many online 
crimes or tra|>s. Many ac­
counts arc crcatcd in the 
names o f  innocent victims to 
dupe their loved and closed 
ones. Impersonating people 
is one o f  the main reasons 
hackers or scammers scam 
people. Hcncc, the need for

course the ubiquitous clouds. 
But he also said that a col­
league o f  his who is from 
Meghalaya had told him that 
if  there is ever any need to 
look for any solution (I pre­
sume environ mental'climatc 
solutions) to any problem 
then Meghalaya is the place 
to turn to. Really? And how 
docs Meghalaya quality- to be 
that solution offering space? 
O f course Mr Saran had to 
be kind lo the host state but 
it’s a little over the top to 
suggest that Meghalaya lias 
solutions to the problems of 
the country. Wc are groping 
for answers on how to man­
age our garbage; to revive 
our drying springs and to 
regenerate our highly pol­
luted rivers.

Sadly the G20 team will 
not be taken to East Jaintia 
Hills to witness the devas- 
tating effects o f  coal min­
ing and the poisoning o f  at 
least two rivers the Lunar 
and Luklia rivers there. Or 
a visit to Sheila to see how 
limestone is mined in the 
m ost unsustainab le way. 
That is the disadvantage o f 
being pan o f  a government 
entourage you cannot get 
to sec the problem! You will 
only be given a taste o f  the 
carefully curated sights and 
sounds.

O f the many speeches 
in the course o f  the day. I 
felt that C h ic f  Secretary. 
DP Wahlang was the most 
grounded and a locally rel­
evant exam ple o f  clim ate 
change. He said 35 years 
ago no one knew what a re­
frigerator was in Meghalaya. 
Now that has bccom c an 
indispensable part o f  every 
home to keep food fresh 
bccause tem peratures are 
rising. Not only that. Now 
offices have fans and fancy 
air conditioners too. Wahl­
ang also raised an important 
point. He said places in the 
Meghalayan slopes that used 
to produce oranges aplenty 
now have to buy oranges. 
On many occasions when 
one has visited those orange 
growing regions one noticed 
that the earth around the trees 
was dry and denuded. When 
I asked the farmers i f  they 
ever added manure or any 
kind o f  organic fertiliser to 
the trees after the fruits were 
harvested, they replied in the 
negative. Without caring for 
the fruit trees how do fanners 
expect to reap a continued 
harvest? But isn’t this what 
the Horticulture Department 
is for’? Also, the orange trees 
have sincc several years

users to get their accounts 
verified is the only way out 
becausc it protects their ac­
counts from the risk o f  get­
ting hacked.

There  arc  several in ­
stances and cases that have 
evolved in the digital world 
that have ruined the lives 
o f  many because o f  fake 
accounts. Many have lost 
contact with their friends, 
others have been looted in 
different ways, and the list 
continues.

What Mark and Elon did 
with their platforms is not 
really a matter o f  debate and 
is definitely a banc or a boon 
for many users. They have, 
in a way, addressed this nev­
er debated digital problem in 
digital space but rolled it out 
to consumers in a much bet­
ter way. The perks o f  being 
a subscriber are many. For 
eg: if  you arc a twitter blue 
subscriber, you get

'Z A verified blue check­
mark.

The ability to post 
longer Tweets and videos.

Reach and engage­
ment

'Z The ability to cancel a 
Tweet before it is sent.

A stream o f  Top Ar­
ticles shared by persons you 
follow and the people they 
fo llo w .

✓ The ability to alter 
som e T w ee ts du rin g  the 
first 30 minutes., and many

been infcctcd by an ailment 
following which they die 
a natural death. Again, one 
w onders w hat the Indian 
Council for Agricultural Re­
search (ICAR) is doing on 
this front.

C hicf M inister Conrad 
Sangma said solar energy 
is the way forward bccause 
thermal energy leaves in­
delible carbon footprints. 
He said someone in Delhi 
recently told him that the 
Arctic would melt by 2040. 
What was jarring about the 
C hief Minister’s speech is 
his defence o f  coal mining 
followed by an assumptive 
statement that ‘lakhs and 
lakhs’ o f  people arc affcctcd 
by the ban on coal mining. 
Sorry. Wc need a reality  
check here. The ban on coal 
mining has only hit those 
with deep pockets and they 
arc in the ministry. No one 
ha3 died o f  starvation after 
the ban on coal mining. So 
w hat's the w ay forward? 
Don’t we all have to prac­
tise what we preach at these 
elevated platforms?

I was impressed by one 
speaker • Olga Chclianskaia
- in the panel on Scaling 
Nature-Based Solutions For 
Synergising Biodiversity and 
C lim ate Action. C hclian­
skaia is Founding Director 
and & P rincipal C onsul­
tant. UNICITI. France. She 
touched on an im portant 
subjcct that needs to be seri­
ously considered which is 
the need to support cities and 
regions in clim ate change 
adaptation and m itigation 
with locally relevant solu­
tions. Engineering solutions 
arc capital sinks and cannot 
override nature-based solu­
tions. However, citizens must 
raise their voices to demand 
traffic dccongestion and to 
be safer on the streets. Also 
c ities must dccongcst by 
creating other hubs and parks 
and avoid over-eonccntration 
in a single city centre for 
instance.

Also important was the 
presentation by Smita Bhat- 
nagar o f  SEWA who spoke 
o f  how village women were 
given alternatives to fire­
wood by w ay o f  b io-gas 
which is provided by two 
cows for cach household. 
In M eghalaya in the win­
ter months, villagers have 
a com munity tree cutting 
programme where firewood 
for the entire year is cut and 
stored at every household. 
Think o f  the number o f  trees 
that arc cut for firewood. 
Do we in Meghalaya have 
an alternative to this? It’s a 
question we have to brain­
storm on and perhaps get 
ideas from other states and 
developing countries. All in 
all quite a lot o f  learning for 
one day!

others.
And if  you arc Meta Veri­

fied. you get
>/ A verified badge.

It increases the pro­
tection o f  your account.

Unique Stickers ctc 
Several social media us­

ers have subscribed to the 
badge in the last few days. 
Interestingly, a few others 
were slamming them in the 
fomi o f  reels and memcs. 
among other things. Is it nec­
essary to react to everything 
that isn't helpful? So, should 
you sign up for the badge? 
That is for you to decide, 
not for the rest o f  the world 
to consider. I f  you spend 

699 on it and it helps you 
flourish in the spacc. there 
should be no other reason to 
stop you. Because that's what 
the world does, everyone 
will laugh. They notice other 
people's behaviour but arc 
unaware that they arc mak­
ing a mistake with or without 
their knowledge. Don't be 
afraid to subscribe. DO IT 
IF THE BLUE TICK CAN 
SAVE YOU AND G IVE 
YOU REACH!

Yours etc., 
Emidao Shy I la. 

Via email
Articles and Idlers ap­

pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

M odi’s big  c laim  in US on relig ious 
freedom  in India proven w rong
Left and dem ocratic 

forces have to mobilise to 
defend the m inorities

By R A run Kumar
All th< claims made by 

Prime m inister Narendra 
Modi on the absence o f  
d iscrim ination  based on 
caste, crccd. religion, age or 
geographic location in India, 
during hts rare interaction 
with the media in the US 
were immediately proven 
wrong. A spate o f  attacks on 
religious minorities centring 
around kid and the overt 
or covcrt protection to the 
perpetrators o f  such attacks 
by the Suite, sharply bring to 
focus the huge gap between 
the claim; and deeds o f  the 
BJP government.

Barely 24 hours sincc the 
PM's clamis. on June 24. a 
major o f  Indian Army led 
his men into a mosque in 
Zadoora village in Pulwama 
district. Kashmir and forced 
the people to chant. *Jai 
Shri Ram'. Allegedly, they 
had also vandalized Jamia 
Masjid. tlx: largest mosque in 
this soutl- Kashmir village, 
trampling on the right to 
religious freedom. A detach­
ment ofasccular institution 
like the Army acting in such 
a partisan manner, violating 
the Constitution, speaks vol­
umes about the corrosion o f 
State institutions under the 
current ruling dispensation.

W hile Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara- 
man was busy defending 
Modi from the fomier US 
President Obama’s  criticism 
and p u ttng  up a case for 
the government’s  policies 
o f  tolerance, a youth was 
lynched (June 25) 150 kms 
away from Mumbai on the 
ostensible reason that he 
was carrying beef. This is the 
sccond such incident taking 
place in the same area be­
tween Mumbai and Nashik 

in a short span o f  15-days. 
In both these incidents, it 
was Pasmanda Muslims who 
were attacked, exposing the 
duplicity wf RSS-BJP. which 
are trying hard to project 
themselves as champions

ricd out on the eve o f  Eid in 
Bihar's Saran district. Here a 
55-year-old disabled Muslim 
d river who was carrying 
animal bones to a nearby 
factory was lynched to death. 
These bones arc meant to be 
used in the manufacture of 
medicines in a factory, which 
has been running there for 
the last 50-years.

In Uttarakhand, after the 
targeting o f  Muslim shop­
keepers in Purola. forcing 
them to close their shops 
and leave town, the remain­
ing Muslims arc still being 
hounded. The Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad directed Muslims 
not to gather and offer na- 
maaz during Eid ‘even inside 
the private confines o f  their 
homes', terming it ‘provoca­
tive’. As a result, Muslims 
were forced to go nearly 40 
kms away from Purola and 
Barkot towns, into the forest, 
to offer their prayers on the 
festival day.

In Mundra, Gujarat, on 
the day o f  Eid. the princi­
pal o f  a private school was 
suspended after a video of 
students wearing skull caps 
while staging a play on Eid- 
al-Adha was widely shared 
on social media. The district 
education ofticer forced the 
school administration to act 
against the principal. Justify­
ing this act. the District Pri­
mary Education Officer said 
it was a ‘heenkrutya (lowly 
act)' to “ask Hindu students 
to wear skullcaps worn by- 
Muslims". This is one more 
example to show how deep 
religious hatred has per­
meated in to  the society. 
Importantly, it also shows 
how government officials 
are ideologically-corrupted 
in BJP ruled states.

Spreading religious ha­
tred is now no longer con­
fined to the fringes. When 
people like Himanta Biswas 
Shurina. the chief minister 
o f  Assam say they would 
•prioritise taking care* o f

“Spreading religious hatred is 
now no longer confined to the fringes. 

When people like Himanta Biswas Sharma, 
th? ch ie f minister o f  Assam say they 
would 'prioritise taking care 'o f  the 

'many Hussain Obamas in India 
the distinction between fringe 'and 'centre' 
ceases to exist. He makes it amply clear that 
Muslims are no more considered equals, but 

are only second-class citizens. ”

o f the Pasm andas' in ter­
ests. The victims arc daily 
labourers ferrying meat and 
vegetables and contc from 
a poor bickground. They 
were attacked by a group 
o f  10-15 self-proclaim ed 
■gau raks taks'. who moved 
under the banner. Rashtriya 
Bajrang Dal.

In yet another example 
ol the impact ol the Sangh 
Parivar's ideology on the 
government machinery and 
the deepening religious bias, 
the Maharashtra Police have 
booked a case on the vic­
tims und;r the Prevention 
o f  Cruelty to Animals Act. 
while the fact is that they 
were not carrying animals. 
Under th< Shindc-Fadnavis 
government, the vigilantes 
have been further embold­
ened. TIk result is. from 
carrying out attacks, gau 
rakshaks have now gradu­
ated to murders a first in 
Maharashtra.

Ironic. Ily. two days after 
the sccond incident, the 
Speaker of the Maharashtra 
legislative assembly issued 
a d irective to the police 
(which h< has no authority 
to do) a& ing them not to 
harass cow vigilantes under 
■falsecharges'. This in itself 
shows how involved they arc 
in throwing their weight be­
hind 'gautakshaks'and using 
even constitutional positions 
to ensure their protection.

The alacrity with which 
such lynchings arc taking place across the country is 
worrisome. Few days after 
the incident in Maharashtra, 
there wasanother attack car-

the 'many Hussain Obamas 
in India', the distinction be­
tween 'fringe’ and ‘centre’ 
ceases to exist. He makes it 
amply clear that Muslims arc 
no more considered equals, 
but are only second-class 
citizens.

All the above discussed 
incidents happened around 
the celebration o f  Fid and 
they arc not coincidental. 
Whether it is Hindu festivals 
or M uslim  festivals, the 
attacks carried out by the 
Hindutva forces arc intended 
to deliver a chilling message 
to the minorities ‘you have 
got no rights and to survive, 
you have to act according to 
our dictates. Nothing is go­
ing to protect you'.

It is a deliberate ploy of 
the RSS-BJPto communally 
polarise the society and reap 
political dividends. As the 
elections approach, such 
activities gather more pace. 
Using State power, they arc 
spreading their ideological 
influence am ong various 
sections o f bureaucracy and 
officials and making them 
pliant to their cause. The 
prime minister's utterances 
on democracy and tolcrance 
to cater to the international 
audience, cannot mask these 
attacks on minorities. The 
dcfcncc o f  democracy and 
secularism requires that ev­
ery attack on the minorities 
must be opposed and resist­
ed. The Left and democratic 
forces must incessantly work for a popular mobilisation 
against the violent cruelties 
o f  the fascistic Hindutva 
forces. (IPA Serx'ice)
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“  Learnfromyesterday, live fo r  today, hope 
fo r  tomorrow. The important thing is 

not to stop questioning. ”
—  Albert Einstein
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Opposition rendered im m obile
A Congress MLA has been given the Leader 
o f  Opposition (LO) with a rider perhaps. Ever 
since the MLA assumed that position Ik ; has had 
nothing but words o f  praise for the government, 
l ie even lauded the efficiency with which the 
policc are functioning and this after he attended 
the State Security Com m ission m eeting for the 
first time. Perhaps the LO has forgotten that the 
High Court has been rapping the police in the 
knuckles for the illegal m ining and transporta­
tion o f coal. But that is inevitable in a state where 
conflicts o f  ntcrests have dom inated politics. 
The sam e Leader o f  the Opposition in the As­
sembly is working in tandem with the NPP in 
the District Council w here he is also a member. 
This half-hearted opposition role is going to cost 
the state heavily because the Opposition in the 
Assembly has now been effectively reduced to 
10 MLAs. Perhaps the LO has trained him self to 
walk the tightrope. In a sense the LO has com ­
promised on :hc principles o f the Congress Party 
that are adhered to in the rest o f the country. The 
Congress is virtually non-existent in Meghalaya. 
Perhaps the five C ongress candidates who won 
recent elections did so on their own strength and 
therefore do not feel obliged to consult anyone 
for the moves they m ake and the decisions they 
take. It will be interesting to watch what moves 
the sitting C’cngress MP from Shillong Constitu­
ency makes and whether he will contest from 
the same party that he presides over.

O f  the 36 constituencies that m ake up the 
Shillong Parliamentary Constituency, the Con­
gress won in only 4 constituencies; the UDP 
has 12 MLAs. the NPP- 8 (plus the o ther 3 o f  
MLAs o f  the PDF that joined the NPP recently; 
hence 11) and VPP- 4. The others arc small play­
ers with 2 MLAs each. G oing by this strength 
the NPP and UDP both stand a  strong chance 
o f  winning should they set up Lok Sabha can­
didates. If the NPP and UDP. the two allies in 
the present MDA-2 governm ent, con decide to 
work together and set up a com m on candidate, 
that person is likely to win hands down. In the 
present scenario the sitting Congress candidate 
has no chance o f  making it to parliament in 2024 
unless he makes it on his own steam and popu­
larity and the work he has done. But politics 
being w hat ii is, that seems unlikely.

The Congress has remained silent in the facc 
o f  all that's  not happening in the state. It has not 
said a  word on the pow er scenario. Today only 
the VPP andTM C are playing their roles as the 
Opposition f.nd calling out governm ent lapses 
even though the Congress leader has been ap ­
pointed the LO. This is a  travesty that m ust be 
addressed especially in the light o f  the recent 
changes in the KHADC.

Circumspection at the Frontlines: 
Comforting the Pneuma during Conflict

UCC should 
not be 

hurriedly 
implemented
Editor.
In Manipur schools have 

reopened after the 2-month 
long ethnic clashes. Will the 
issue o f  Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC) not again disturb the 
normal situation in Manipur1? 
The Govcmmerit has to de­
cide whether peace in the 
State is a priority or UCC? 
It is the election agenda o f 
the BJP to implement the 
UCC but the party cannot 
view this like its two other 
promises o f  Ran- Temple and 
abrogation o f  Article 370 in 
Jammu and Kashmir which 
form pan o f  its "core mani­
festo. The party may want to 
push through with the UCC' 
with the same enthusiasm 
before the general elections 
o f2024 but it nn.st recognise 
that the UCC is different be­
cause intricate processes o f 
persuasion and negotiation 
must follow before deciding 
on the matter since it touches 
all citizens and reaches deep 
inside their ways o f  life for 
generations and also their 
personal spaces. It requires 
a patient engagement and 
intricate processes ot per-

‘You tremble, carcass? 
You would trem ble a lot 
more if  you knew where 
I am taking you." These 
were the lesser known but 
highly introspective words 
that the great general o f  
Napoleonic France. Henri 
dc la Tour d ’Auvergnc also 
known as Turcnnc. uttered 
to provoke him self when 
fear oozed inw ardly and 
unto his psyche as he stood 
in the frontlines. One may 
have to enquire upon the 
hcrmcncutics etched within 
this string of words for it may 
sound counter-productive to 
taunt oneself in this manner 
at an initial reading. But try 
to understand the sight o f  
blood oo/ing from the bod­
ies o f  those who were oncc 
considered friends and now 
understood as foes, ensuing 
in a tantamount termination 
o f  men vastly alienated by 
ideology, only to be unified 
in death, what Turcnnc might 
have meant by this.

Etched beyond its surfi-

By Jasajit Ashtmghum

suasion and negotiation and 
not the using it to polarise 
the political environment. 
The point that needs to be 
made is that UCC docs not 
affect Muslims alone ,as 
it is made to appear in the 
emerging debate. It ofFeeis 
the Hindu majority too as 
well as the various other 
minority communities and 
tribal groups. Fundamentally 
it speaks about concerns of 
gender equality and justice. 
But amid a take-over by a 
hardening identity politics, 
those issues arc in danger of 
being given short shrift.

M eanw hile, even the 
Prime Minister too has spo­
ken on the desirability of 
such a code in keeping with 
the Directive Principles of 
State Policy and on the same 
Policy the government o f  
Uttarakhand appears well on 
its way to introducing a draft 
UCC at the state level as 
the process o f  consultations 
and inviting suggestions is 
complete. .Meanwhile many 
faith-based organisations, in 
the main but not limited to 
minority religious bodies, 
have expressed their reser­
vations.

Last month the Law Com­
mission of India had invited 
individuals, civil society 
organisations and religious 
outfits to submit their views 
on the UCC. But the burning

minder towards a necessity: 
the necessity to take charge 
and have control when faced 
with fear, to overcome it and 
to prompt oneself if  found 
in a state o f  forgetfulness, 
again and again, that fear 
was never, nor shall it ever be 
the master. And though the 
body may tremble, it makes 
no difference. The individual 
decides who the master is. 
Clearly, we understand from 
this assertion, at least a uni­
lateral aspect o f the psyche 
o f  those that arc coerced to 
participate in the war. Panic 
stricken and yet the compul­
sion is earnestly heartfelt. If 
need be. one must be willing 
to chant what I would call 
Turcnnc’s chorus, for that is 
the requirement in this hour 
ofbloodshcd.

However, war was never 
preached nor welcomed in 
contemporary Manipur, at 
least outwardly. But when 
every daybreak is met with 
crestfallen apprehensions o f 
shells and shrapnel piercing 
one's frame, the same frame 
that eaeh one o f  our own 
guardians oncc nurtured 
with utmost care and concern 
then one must stop to think. 
Before any venture, let alone 
a confrontation o f  this mag­
nitude. the mother tenderly 
gnaws at the back o f  the palm 
o f  her child and sniffs on the 
head, as a ritualistic enact­
ment o f  spoliation so that 
the child is no more desired 
upon in the spirit realm. This 
is the Mcitci way o f  assur­
ing dclivcrancc from evil. 
Now imagine this happen­
ing at all four comers o f  the 
Imphal valley, unbeknownst 
to the m other or her son, 
now a soldier by calling and 
not by choice, whether they 
would be fortunate enough 
to chance upon each other 
again in this waking life. The 
moment the son steps out of 
those doorways so familiar.

question that arises is why 
the Law Commission had 
refused to implement the 
same in 2016 and 20IK dur­
ing the tenure o f  the present 
government then what is the 
urgency in implementing
ii now?

The framers o f  the Con­
stitution were mindful o f  
the diversity o f  this country 
and hence decided that the 
final document they would 
prepare will be a protective 
cover for the single indi­
vidual irrespective o f  caste 
/religion, sex. region. Other 
conceivable markers that 
differentiate one individual 
from the other and the state 
would be a tool to enforce 
that cover. It is not without 
reason that Article 14, which 
states that "the state shall not 
deny to any person equality 
before the law or the equal 
protection o f  the law within 
the territory o f  India and 
Article 15 which inter alia, 
ensures that the state shall 
not discriminate. It is a fact 
that discrimination against 
any citizen on grounds only 
o f  religion, race, caste, sex. 
placc o f  birth or any o f  them 
have been celebrated so 
much by the people for 
whom independence o f  the 
country and its continuation 
matters..

This single individual 
w hom  the C on stitu tion

now a symbolic opening 
towards the becoming o f  the 
individual mother's son into 
the becoming o f  the soil’s 
son he is no longer a son 
but a soldier. There can be 
no point o f  re urn as the feet 
turns towards the professed 
enemy lines. The volition of 
such men may not be ques­
tioned nor swayed anymore 
at this point.

Here and now, this con­
cept of the 'enemy'as under­
stood by both communities at 
war is extremely depth less 
and superficial if  one was 
to recognize the temporal­
ity and impermanence that 
brackets hunun existence. At 
first glance, wc fail to see be­
yond the first imprint, which 
arc cries o f  hypocrisy. Per­
taining to the havoc caused 
on both sides, what docs it 
mean when children as well 
as the elderly arc set ablaze, 
homes razed lo the ground, 
and yet mediums o f  broad­
cast solely display those o f 
their preference, whatever 
attends best to their narrative. 
Some distort the reliability o f 
narratives though religious 
sympathies. Some concoct 
narratives lo generate po­
litical upheaval. What docs 
it mean when the directives

ones the people of Manipur 
have had to bear. Sequen­
tially, many fail to sec the ori­
gin as a capitalist implosion 
within the state, right ly so as 
it has been obscured by the 
bloodbath. It points towards 
the favoured outcome of 
the tactics that the warmon­
gers have been executing; 
now that the imagination of 
blinding o f  the masses with 
subjective violence has been 
realised. The elements that 
arc obscured 3S o f now. in the 
Manipur riots and warfare 
calls for another research. 
But falling back into what 
had been mentioned beforc. 
one may probe as to why the 
sniff and gnaw at the back of 
the palm is particularly sig­
nificant at this juncture?

First o f  all. according to 
research made by one Tim- 
kowski, the rite is actually 
traced to the early Mongo­
lians; the father would draw 
in the smell o f  the young 
child's head for reasons alike, 
which comes from a cre­
dence in the priority that is 
safeguarding the child. Now, 
one may argue upon the ex­
istence o f  other cultures that 
arc sim ilarly but vaguely 
accustomed to the aforemen­
tioned feature. That is not the

“The individual decides who 
the master is. Clearly, we understand 

from this assertion, at least a unilateral 
aspect o f  the psyche o f  those that are coetved  
to participate in the war. Panic stricken and 
ye t the compulsion is earnestly heartfelt. I f  
need he. one must he willing to chant what /  
would coll Turenne s chorus, fo r  that is the 

requirement in this hour o f  bloodshed. ”

as well as objectives become 
the inconspicuous and neat 
concealment of heinous ac­
tivities comirittcd by those 
that they consider ‘theirs’. On that account, every other 
evidence and verdict that 
docs not prove beneficial to 
cach one’s canscs arc voiced 
as fabrication*.

O b serv ing  in w ard ly , 
through the ;ycs o f  those 
that you hope to be saved by. 
neither you nor I matter; nor 
docs this community nor the 
other, canry tny wcightagc 
in the perception o f  those 
that charade as gods. It is 
dear that they arc indubita­
bly playing tic role o f  gods 
by the piercing silence so 
unwarranted, so unpardon­
able. As the sufferers o f  the 
communities pray and hope 
for an intervention to revoke 
or at least mitigate the vio­
lence. even th: silence o f  the 
omni-dimcnsional gods has 
not been as thunderous as the

sought to protect is still be­
ing subjected to injustice on 
so many fronts- economic, 
political, legal, civil etc.. and 
we as a nation believe that 
wc are makhg attempts to 
address them It is a fact that
I hi* fw rtttn n l la w s  n f  w v r r a l
communities are not in line 
with the idea o f freedom o f  a 
modem society and hence wc 
must make efforts to make 
suitable amends but it is not 
yet clear i f  .1 uniform ap­
proach to address the issues 
o f  different communities is 
the best way forward.

Modi was only highlight­
ing this fact tecausc tribals 
across India follow customs 
distinctly different from oth­
ers and they arc protected by 
Artielc 13 of the Constitu­
tion. It is important that wc 
do away with the laws that 
stop people from accessing 
justice but th; notion o f  be­
coming a nation that follows 
uniform laws in all spheres 
o f  hum an life w ould be 
contradictory to the idea of 
celebrating our diversity. An 
insistence on it could have 
unexpected consequences. 
True. India lus hollowed out 
Article 370 which conferred 
special status on the state 
o f  Jammu and Kashmir 
but still retains Artielc 
371 which contains special 
provisions fcr 11 states, in­
cluding the six states o f  the Northeast, with a view to

point o f  conccm here. It is 
in the nature o f  our being as 
humans that we smell, touch 
and kiss. However, we do not 
want to find ourselves in the 
Darwinian loop of regress­
ing back to the concepts of 
human evolution from apes, 
and apes sniffing their off­
springs. What is concerning 
is the distinctivcncss o f  the 
gnaw, as compared to that of 
a kiss. In the Indian contcxt, 
the first mentions o f  kiss or 
'se ttin g  mouth to mouth' 
dates back to a surplus o f  the 
Satapatha Brahmana. and it 
is conccmcd with the inti­
macy between husband and 
wife, not the inimitable bond 
between parent and child. A 
kiss may well be perceived as 
pejorative i (endorsed openly 
in the Mcitci culture, but the 
bite or gnaw has deeper con­
notations.

Secondly, looking at it 
from a metaphysical prism, 
it reveals a case o f  deliver-

protecting their customs.
The Directive Principles 

o f  State Policy listed in the 
Constitution describes the 
destination the Indian nation 
will reach when wc arc able 
to meet all the promiscs-
jn s lirr* . l i h r r ty .  • i | i ia l i i y  a n d
dignity o f  the individual • 
mentioned in the Preamble. 
Since the journey must be 
as noble as the destination, 
wc as a nation have a duty 
to ensure that everyone is on 
board while wc travel, and 
Modi just wants us to pause 
beforc we rush towards it.

According to some ex­
perts the need for or against 
UCC boils down to two 
primary "impulses." 'Hie first 
o f  these relates to the fear 
that a UCC will become a 
"blueprint for the dominant 
group 's laws to subsume 
all o thers."  Therefore, it 
goes against smaller com­
munities. preventing them 
from preserving their unique 
cultural mores. On the other 
hand, the second impulse 
relates to the argument that 
diversity is a "misguided 
reason" to excuse abhor­
rent practices, especially 
ones that subjugate women 
in m atters o f  m arriages, 
divorces, inheritance, and 
maintenance.

These two instincts arc 
not incompatible, but mere­
ly point out that the focus 
should be on creating a more

ancc o f  the 'innocent' from 
the ‘void’, the Iamb from 
the wolves. And allegorically 
speaking, it is the deliverance 
o f  ’Henjunaha’, the daring 
lad from the Moining Kan- 
gleirol from the ‘SaroiNga- 
ro i \  the emblem o f all that is 
evil and foul. And iftribality 
is demarcated by uniqueness 
in their customs, laws, and 
rites (or as laid out by the 
Ministry o f  Tribal Affairs, 
that it should adhere to ‘in­
dications o f primitive traits* 
and ‘distinctive culture’), 
this in itself is one o f the 
many prima facie accounts 
o f the linkage or traces o f  the 
Mcitcis’ profound rootedness 
in tribality. Whether entities 
o f bigotries and prejudices 
within and outside the state 
find this circumstance as be­
ing in contradiction to their 
imagined aspiration, that is 
a subject o f  the judiciary o f 
federal India to decide.

Furthermore, within a 
government, when a certain 
w ell- known delegate o f
lh<* legislature hi ami's lh<*
judiciary for the eruption 
o f  violence, knowing quite 
well that the faults and errors 
appear everywhere else but 
there, irrationality and more 
imponantly. misperception 
surrounding the disorder 
intensifies, rather than sim­
plifying it. Certain questions 
arise in due coursc o f  analy­
sis o f  each thesis and antith­
esis. For one. if  the causc o f 
the chaos is alleged to a par­
ticular hearing made by the 
judiciary, then why did the 
other districts apart from Im­
phal and Churachandpur not 
scorch on the third o f  May 
when the supposed ‘peace’ 
protest was held across the 
whole state? There is firm 
belief across all communities 
affected that even an ounce 
o f  sincerity in the method o f 
investigation shall expose 
all truths upon which a great 
deal o f  shadow has been cast 
upon until this day.

Now m ore than ever, 
there is great necessity in 
the mentality o f  all that are 
affectcd to cease partaking 
in the carnage. Inhumanity 
cannot be condoned. Inhu­
manity shall not bejustilicd. 
Riddled in identity politics, 
the individuals that bolster 
the group's identity need to 
critique as singular unique 
consciousnesses, not to be 
dictated nor influenced by 
speeches o f  hatred and big­
otry. For N ietzsche once 
w rote, 'th e  snake which 
cannot cast its skin has to 
die. As well the minds which 
arc prevented from changing 
their opinions; they cease to 
be minds.'

And conclusively, let not 
one community project fear 
unto the other and vice versa. 
I f  not, Turcnnc’s chorus 
shall echo indefinitely in 
the perimeters o f  the valley 
and hills. Let us pray for 
those that have been preyed 
upon.-

gender-just codc and ensur­
ing that no personal law is 
allowed to violate the basic 
rights guaranteed under the 
constitution. Oncc that line 
is established and agreed 
upon by the stakeholders
in v o lv e d ,  l l k ' j n v m n v n l  o f
the day can hold wide con­
sultations beforc deciding on 
the matter.

A statement from Constit­
uent Assembly member Na- 
ziruddin Ahmad on the UCC 
is that the country should 
proceed not in haste but with 
caution, with experience and 
with statesmanship .

A nother scholar holds 
the view that the issue can 
no longer be in the cold 
storage and the opposition 
must spell out its stance on 
the matter. The issue cannot 
remain on the back burner, 
now that the election season 
is once again upon us and the 
motley Opposition groups 
arc searching for unity. Let 
cach Opposition group spell 
out its stand on UCC. The 
Muslim clergy has spoken 
in one word: And it is a big 
and firm no.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Round The States
By Insaf

Ideology be damned
Maharashtra sadly may 

end up having the dubious 
reputation o f  splitting po­
litical parti:s. or should it be 
said the honour would rest 
on the BJP instead. A year 
after the Shiv Sena broke 
into two factionswith F.knalh 
Shindc joining the BJP. the 
NCP. forired in l999.now 
shares the same late. Since 
Ajit Pawar and eight o f  
his colleagues joined the 
Shindc-BJP government on 
July 2. NCP supremo Sharad 
Pawar insists "I am the presi­
dent of NCP" and he would 
"work more cff'cclively." 
Hasier said than done, as on 
July 5 nephew Ajit got 32 
MLAs on his side leaving 
him with only 18 MLAs. 
The NCP crisis will now 
be battled in Assembly and 
Election Commission, which 
Ajit has approached for the 
party name and symbol.The 
NCP is o f  course hitting back 
and draws attention to Nar­
cndra Modi recently calling 
the NCP as'Natural Corrupt Party’, and asking how will 
the BJP benefit from bring­
ing NCP politicians into the 
Maharashtra government? 
Several of those who have 
joined arc accused o f  cor­
ruption ard arc being in­
vestigated by Central probe 
agencies. More importantly, 
the NCP is questioning Ajit 
and group ibout their secular 
credentials and whether they 
have any political ideology. 
Guess in the power game, 
these hardly count. Rum­
blings are within the Shindc 
group too as it feats that the 
BJP has secured its flanks 
with NCP flock and it may 
lose its leverage, though 
Fadnavis it trying to dispel 
these. Be Mat as it may. the 
drama wil continue to hit 
headlines for long.

No End To TN Row
Tamil Nadu Raj Bhavan 

refuses to let go! The show­
down between Chief Min­
ister Stalin and Governor 
Ravi is far from over, even 
after the latter had to with­
draw his order dismissing 
Minister Scnthil Balaji. ar­
rested last month by the ED 
in the cash for jobs scam in 
2015. On Thursday last. Ravi 
refused to oblige the DMK 
govemmert by sanctioning

in 18 years o f  BJP role in 
MP 30.400 cases o f  atroci­
ties on tribals have comc to 
the fore; the BJP member's 
dcspicablc act is reflective 
o f  RSS-BJP‘s culture; the 
government waking up only 
after the video went viral 
proves their involvement; ct 
al.Notably, the tribals hold 
significant political influcncc 
in over two dozen Assembly 
scats across the region, and 
remember the State is to go 
to the polls beforc year-end. 
Arc the political actors play­
ing to the gallery? For in 
another incident two Dalits 
were thrashed, garlanded 
with shoes, and paraded in 
Shivpur district. The policc 
said it has arrested the six 
persons involved and de­
molished illegal structures 
belonging to them. In the 
75th year o f Independence, 
the incidcntsarc a sad re­
flection o f  the injustice and 
humiliation that Dalits and 
tribals continue to sufl’cr. A 
big question mark on brand 
"New India'.

G u ja r a t  Says No 
To Rahul iMea 

Two court* vcrdicts. one 
on ‘Modi surname* and an­
other on ‘abusive language 
ag a in st P rim e M inister 
Modi’ arc noteworthy hit­
ting headlines. The first is 
the infamous ease which 
has led to Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi’s disqualifi­
cation as an MP. On Friday 
last, the Gujarat High Court 
dismissed his petition seek­
ing a stay on his conviction 
in a criminal defamation ease 
over his ‘Modi surname* 
remark. Reading out the op­
erative part o f  his verdict, 
the judge said the sessions 
court order refusing to grant 
a Slay on his conviction 
earlier is "just and legal". 
Observing that such stays 
are *an exception, he said 
no injustice will be caused 
to Gandhi if the conviction 
is not staycd!Congrcss is 
studying the verdict and it's 
AICC General Secretary 
said. "There's one more op­
tion beforc us...the Supreme 
Court. The party will seek 
that option too." A tweet was 
more convincing: ‘‘Rahul ji 
is a fierce voice that takes the 
Modi government head-on. 
No force can silence him. the 
truth will triumph and jus-

The NCP is o f  course hitting hack and draws 
attention to Narendra Modi recently calling the 

NCP as 'Natural Corrupt P a rtyand  asking how 
will the BJP benefit from bringing NCP politicians 

into the Maharashtra government?
prosecution against former 
AIADMK ministers saying, 
"With respect to BV Rama- 
naa and DrC Vijaya Baskar. 
(gutka scam) the cases have 
been investigated by CBI 
and these arc under legal ex­
amination. As regards DVAC 
case agaimt KC Vceramani, 
the same couldn’t be acted 
upon as government has to 
submit a ddy authenticated 
copy o f  investigation report 
for further action!" This 
response to Law Minister 
came in a ’release ' after 
Rcgupathyina letter to Ravi 
urged ‘no further delay’ in 
the sanction and clearance of 
13 Bills pending his assent. 
Complete silcncc on the lat­
ter. This despite, state BJP 
President Annamalai criti­
cising Ravi’s actions say­
ing these arc'inadvcrtcntly 
helping DMK...a Governor 
shouldn't talk po litic s ...' 
Will party headquarters take 
note or is the Centre running 
with the hare and hunting 
with the heunds?

MP. India's Shame!
The shocking incident of 

a man urirating on a tribal 
youth in .Madhya Pradesh's 
Sidhi district should make 
heads hang in shame. The 
accused. Pravesh Shukla 
was arrcsicd, his father’s 
house partly demolished 
(illegal construction), NSA 
and provisions o f  SC/ST Act 
have been initiated against 
him . and C h ief M inister 
Shivraj Sirgh C'houhan was 
seen washing the feet o f  
the tribal as an apology in 
a photo-op. Actions taken 
following ihc outrage after 
a 10 second video went vi­
ral on social media, though 
the incident reported to be 
'several nonths old '. The 
Opposition rushed to con- 
dcmn the inhuman actsaying 
"he’s your (BJP) MLA’saide;

tice will ultimately prevail. 
Every patriotic Indian is in 
support o f  Rahul ji in this 
fight." Undeniably, all eyes 
will be on the apex court, 
when the Congress knocks 
on its door.

Not Sedition.
K arnataka HC 

In contrast, in a sedition 
case against a school man­
agement for abusive words 
against Prime Minister Modi 
in January 2020. the Karna­
taka High Court on Thursday 
last said that while utter­
ance o f  abusive words that 
prime minister should be hit 
with footwear is derogatory 
and irresponsible, it doesn't 
constitute sedition. Adding, 
however, that ‘constructive 
criticism of government is 
permissible, but the consti­
tutional functionaries can't 
be insulted for having taken 
a policy decision, for which, 
ccrtain section of people may 
have objection.' It quashed 
a case of sedition by New 
Town Policc station. Bidar. 
against 4 management per­
sons of Shahecn School, say­
ing the ingredients o f  IPC’s 
Section 153(A) (causing dis­
harmony between religious 
groups) arc not found in the 
case. The case followed an 
FIR by an ABVP activist 
against a play by children 
against CA A and NRC. Not­
ing the allegation that the 
play criticised government 
enactm ents and “ if  such 
enactments are enforced, 
the Muslims may have to 
leave the country.”  the court 
said; it was cnactcd ‘within 
the school premises. There 
arc no words uttered by the 
children inciting people to 
resort to violence or create 
public disorder." A lesson to 
remember for governments
alright. -—ISFA
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Time to rework economics of filmmaking
By V inod  M ira n i

L o o k in g  at ih c  f ir s t h a l f  o f  the  y e a r . Ja n u a ry  
to Ju n e 2023 . o n e  w ould  b e l ie v e  th a t the 
film  in d u s try  h a s  yet to  c o m e ou t o f  the  
C o v id -1 9  lockdow n e f fe c t . T he f ilm s  ju s i  d o n ’t 
seem  to w o rk . N or do th e  to p -b i l l in g  s ta rs .

W ere it fo r  the  C o v id -1 9  h a n g o v e r, how d o cs 
o n e  e x p la in  the b lo c k b u s te r  su c c c ss  o f  The K a sh ­
m ir  F ile s  and  The K e ra la  S tory'?  H ow d o e s  one 
ac c o u n t for the su c c c ss  o f  P a th a a n , Tu J h o o th i  
M ain  M a k k a r, Z a ra  U a tk k e  Z a ra  B a c h k e ,  an d  the 
la s t  y e a r 's  re le a se  D rish y a m  2'i

As a g a in s t  these  su c c c s sc s . w hat e x p la in s  the 
fa ilu re  o f  such m ass iv e ly  b u d g e te d  v e h ic le s  such 
as  A d ip u ru s h ,  to  c i te  th e  v e ry  recen t ex a m p le ?  
Looks like  th e  ilind i au d ien ce  is not lu red  by film s 
th a t a rc  m ain ly  m ade on co m p u te rs  w ith  VFX!

In d ia n s mis> th e  hum an  s to ry , e m o tio n s , h u ­
m o u r and  m usic . S o m e th in g  c lo sc r  to  th e ir  h e a r t, 
w hat they  can id e n tify  w ith . T he v ie w e rs  w ant 
no rm al fun  and e n te r ta in m e n t in th e ir  f ilm s.

O f  c o u rs e , R am ayana is  c lo se s t  to m o st p eo p le  
bu t not th e  way it w as p re se n te d  in A d ip u ru sh .  
Ju s t d o n 't  tak e  y o u r a u d ie n c e  fo r g ra n te d . P eo p le  
arc  lu red  by th e ir  fa v o u r ite  s ta r s  in i tia l ly , then  
by th e  f ilm  and i ts  c o n te n t .

S o . it m ay be w ise  not to m ake y o u r h ero  fly. 
k ick  10 p eo p le  in o ne g o . H o llyw o o d  f ilm s are
d o i n i ;  i t  a n d  . to  a r c  . t o m e  o f  t h e  S o u t h  I n d i a n  f i l m . i .  
O n ly , th e  S ou th  In d ian  f ilm s m ake su re  th ey  in ­
c lu d e  fam ily  em o tio n s and  g iv e  th e  h e ro  a c au se  
fo r  h is f ly in g  k icks.

T h e  o p e ra tiv e  w o rd  in  th e  f ilm  in d u s try  is 
't r e n d * . A nd the tre n d  se e m s  to  be  c h a n g in g , 
v e e rin g  to w ard s s to r ie s  that ap p eal to  a l l .  or w hat 
w as re fe r re d  to a s  a f ilm  w ith  u n iv e rsa l a p p e a l. 
T h a t is . a  film  th a t a p p e a ls  to  m asses  a s  w e ll as 
c la s s e s , f ro n tb e n c h e rs  a s  w ell a s  th e  g e n try  and 
I lin d i b e lt as w ell a s  the  o th e r  a sso rte d  l in g u is tic  
s ta te s  o f  the  c o u n try .

T h e  1 9 5 0 s, 60s and  70s had n u m e ro u s h its  e v ­
e ry  year. And all th o se  f ilm s  c a te re d  to  au d ie n c e s  
o f  a l l  k in d s all o v e r  th e  co u n try . T h ere  a re  too  
m any to  l is t  h e re . O f  c o u rs e , they  a lso  m ad e  a c ­
tio n  f ilm s  and  ihey w ere  ra te d  a s  B -g rad c  c in em a, 
m ade fo r  a sp e c if ic  a u d ie n c e . M ore than  the  film  
an d  its a c t io n , w hat e x c itc d  th e  v ie w e r  w as the 
b a c k g ro u n d  sound  o f  dh ish o o in  ... d h ish o o m  in 
th e  y e s te ry e a r  a c tio n  film s!

I th ink  it was post Z a n je e r  and  D e e w a a r , b o th  
A m itabh  B achchan film s, that the  b a r r ie r  betw een  
a c t io n  and fam ily  f ilm s  w as f in a lly  d e m o lish e d .

The to p -b il l in g  s ta r s  d id  not in d u lg e  in  d o ­
in g  su ch  film s. T h e ir  film s sav ed  a c tio n  fo r  the  
c lim a x , w h ere  the  h e ro  d e a l t  w ith  th e  v i l la in . By 
the  tim e  the  ac tio n  sc e n e  w o u ld  ta k e  p la c e , the 
v ie w e r  w o u ld  h av e  s ta r te d  d e te s t in g  th e  v illa in  
so  m uch th a t he w ou ld  be c h e e r in g  the  h e ro  as 
he  b e a t up th e  b ad  g u y s. Today , it is k o sh e r  fo r 
e v e ry  b ig  a c to r  to  do  a c t io n  m o v ies .

Z a n je e r  and D e e w a a r  p av ed  th e  w ay  fo r  a ll

a c to rs  to  do  a c tio n  f ilm s . S t i l l ,  th e  fact re m a in s 
th a t e v e n  the  tough  g u y s , he m en and th e  o n es 
la b e l le d  a s  a c tio n  h e ro e s  (su ch  as D h arm en d ra . 
Vinod K h an n a a n d  S alm an  K han) have h ad  a b e t­
te r  reco rd  w ith  lo v e  s to r ie s  o r  fam ily  f ilm s  and 
not a c tio n  f ilm s .

T h e re  cam e a p h ase  w h en  th e  s o -c i l lc d  c o rp o ­
ra te  h o u se s  cam e and  tu rn e d  th e  m u lti- la k h  film  
p ro d u c tio n  b u s in e ss  in to  a m u lti-c ro re  e n te rp r ise . 
And the  m u ltip le x e s  tu rn ed  th e  f ilm -v ie w in g  e x ­
p e rie n c e  from  a Rs 2 to  R s 5 o u tin g  to o ne p riced  
fro m  R s 2 0 0  to Rs 2 .2 0 0 !  T h e  era  o f  c r e a t iv e  
in d iv id u a l film m a k e rs  w as o v e r. F ilin s w ere  now 
b e in g  m ade fo r  th e  m u ltip le x e s : au d ie n c e  ta s te  
w as in c id e n ta l .

T h e  fun la s te d  fo r  a few  y e a r s  as so m e f ilm s 
w o rk ed  and m any d id  not. T h e c c o n o n ic s  o f  film - 
m ak ing  had gone h ay w ire !  E v ery  a c to r  w an ted  to 
m ake an a c tio n  film . Even  the  rom antic  hero  as he 
w as b ra n d e d . Shah Rukh K h an , cam e up w ith  h is 
p e rso n a l v e rs io n  o f  Ek Tha T ige r  w ith  Pathaan'.

T h e  p ro b le m  w as th e  B a a h u h a li  e f fe c t on the  
H ind i f ilm m a k e rs . E ach  o n e  o f  them  w an ted  a 
B a a h u h a li A ike  b lo c k b u s te r  o f  h is ow n. T hough 
du b b ed  from  T elugu f ilm s, the fran ch ise  sh a tte re d  
a ll b o x -o ffic e  reco rd s . T h e idea  w as to m ake v isu ­
a l ly  g ra nd  f ilm s , p re fe ra b ly  w ith  top s ta rs .

T h e re , h o w ev er, cam e th e  c a tc h : The film  had

to  h av e  a hu g e b u d g e t to  a f fo rd  the ex tra v a g a n z a . 
Top s ta rs  and  to p  b u d g e ts  w ere  e x p e c te d  do the  
trick  a lo n g  w ith  sp e c ta c u la r  v isu a ls  an d  sp e c ia l 
e f fe c ts .

So w c had the  first p ro je c t. T hugs O f  H industan  
( 2 0 1 8 )  fo l lo w e d  by P a d m a v a t, V ikram  V edha. 
S o o ry a v a n sh i , S a m ra t P r i th v ir a j, War, T anha ji:  
T he U n su n g  W arrior, B a jira o  M a s ta n i, K a la n k ,  
S a m sh e r a , B r a h m a s tra : P a r t  /  an d  the  re c e n t 
A d ip u ru sh .  Som e m ak ers p re fe r re d  to m ake f ilm s 
b ased  on a c h a p te r  from  h is to ry  o r  m y th o lo g y ; at 
le a s t th a t w o u ld  p ro v id e  a sem b lan ce  o f  a sto ry .

A s it tu rn e d  o u t . the  b ig g e r  the  b u d g e t, the 
lo u d e r  th e  th u d  w ith  w h ich  th ey  f e ll . I ro n ic a lly , 
w h ile  m any to p -b il l in g  H in d i f ilm s  f a ile d , the  
in te rm itte n t du b b ed  v ers io n s  from  the  S ou th , such 
as P u sh p a : The R ise . RRR  and K G F  g ro s se d  in 
m u lt ip le s  o f  c ro re s .

You m ay w an t y o u r m u lti c ro re  g ro s se r  and  
in v est h igh . B ut. w ith  h igh b u d g e ts , su ch  p ro jec ts  
a lso  e n ta il  h ig h  r isk . You m ake a b ig  film  fo r the  
sak e  o f  it . Thugs O f  H in d u sta n  o r  B ra h m astra ,  but 
i f  th e  v ie w e r  d o es no t id e n tify  w ith  the  su b je c t, 
a d is a s te r  is g u a ra n te e d .

T h a t m ak es o n e  th in k . W hy a rc  f ilm s  su ch  
as Z a ra  H a tke  Z a ra  B a ch ke  o r  Tu J h o o th i  M ain  
M a kk aa r  a re  sc o r in g  b ig  a t the  box o ff ic e ?  I f  one 
ta k e s  f ilm s  from  th e  tim e  B a a h u h a li  r e le a se d  in

2015 and som e f ilm m ak ers  tried  to m atch  i t , th e re  
h av e  been a n u m be r o f  sm a lle r  f ilm s that have 
p ro v ed  to b e  h its .

T h c s :  f ilm s  a re : Tanu Weds M ann , D rish y a m  
and  D rish y a m  2 , A ye  D i l  H a i M u s h k il. H in d i  
M e diu m , T o ile t Ek P rem  K a th a . B a d r in a th  Ki 
D u llia n iya , S a n ju , M S D h o n i:  The U n to ld  S to ry ,  
G o lm a a l, C h h ic h h o r e , B a d h a a i H o , P a d m a n ,  
G o o d  f fe w w z , S h u b h  M o n g o l Z y a d a  S a a v d h a n ,  
B h o o l B h u la iya a  2 and J u g ju g g  J eeyo .

Za ra  H a tk e  Z a ra  B a c h k e  is a n ic e  m ix o f  the  
o ld  and  th e  co n te m p o ra ry . T h e p ro b lem  a n e w ly ­
w ed c o jp lc  fa c e  in a sm all a cco m m o d a tio n  w as 
seen  in R ajshri P ro d u c tio n 's  P iva Ka G har, w hich 
h as been very  w ell do n e in th is  film , a n d  b len d ed  
w ith  the P rad h an  M an tr i Aw as Y ojana to g iv e  it  a 
c o n te m p o ra ry  to u ch . T h e se  f ilm s  a rc  a c c e p ta b le  
to  a l l , fam ily  and y o u th , m id d le  c la s s  and  up p er 
c la ss . The ad v a n ta g e  w ith  th ese  k in d  o f  f ilm s is 
th a t it lim its  the  risk  fa c to r , and  q u ic k ly  re c o v ­
e rs  the  in v e stm e n t. W hat is m o re , it n eed  not be  
v iew ed  on th e  b ig  s c re e n . T h e y  a rc  as m uch fun 
to w atch  on an O TT p la tfo rm , w h ere  th ey  can  be 
en jo y ed  w ith  fam ily  an d  k ids.

It is  tim e to  go back to your ro o ts  to  f ilm s 
lik e  D ilw a le  D u lh a n ia  l.e  J a y e n g e , K u ch  K uch  
H o ta  H ai, J a b  We M e t, D um  L a g a  K e H a ish a .  
(IA N S )

Reduce your children's screen Thesmell0,s,lccess 
time with these audiobooks

-  .  S I H T iH t f i  MTllCKPtt3*na»0*1 CfcBHtMORK.ctfuocj nuoADttN

G ra n d m a  M e i ’s F a n ta s t ic  F o lk ta le s  (S e r ie s  I )  
W r it te n  b y : A lla n  P l r n d c r lc i th  an d  
N a r r a t e d  b y : L o u ise  M el N e w b e r ry

K ids love ta lc s  p a ss io n a te ly  and  th is  A u d ib le  p o d cast 
is  an a d v e n tu ro u s  trea t for y our c h ild re n . In  L c llo b cc  
C ity , best frien d s E lla  an d  R ish i p lay  to g e th e r  on  L cllo - 
bec  C ity  Farm  and e n jo y  the  co m p an y  o f  th e ir  w o n d erfu l 
G randm a M ci w ho n a r ra te s  to  them  fa n ta s t ic  fo lk ta le s  
c o lle c te d  from  h er t ra v e ls  a ro un d  the  w orld ! T ran sp o rt 
y o u r ch i d re n  in to  th e  a l lu r in g  and  p ic tu re s q u e  s to r ie s  
se t  in a B ra z ilia n  ra in fo re s t  n a r ra te d  by G ran dm a Mei 
co m p le m en ted  w ith  r e a l is t ic  a tm o sp h e ric  b ack g ro u n d  
sc o re s  used  in th is  p o d c a s t.

T he d e v e lo p m en t o f  te c h n o lo g y  an d  th e  u n p re d ic ta b il i ty  o f  
C o v id -1 9  re q u ire m e n ts  h av e  had a s ig n if ic a n t  n e g a tiv e  in ­
f lu en ce  on m any y o u n g  liv e s . In  a 2 022  s tu d y , 57 p e r  cen t 
o f  k id s  sa id  they p re fe r re d  w a tc h in g  TV.

D ue to  the  in c re a se d  a v a i la b i li ty  o f  k id -f r ie n d ly , in te re s t in g  
m a te ria l  o n  O TT and  TV. k id s  now  sp en d  a lo t o f  th e ir  sp a re  tim e  
r iv e te d  to d ig i.a l d isp la y s . H o w ev er, to o  m uch sc reen  tim e  is bad 
fo r  th e ir  e y e s  and g e n e ra l g ro w th . M o tiv a te  y o u r  c h ild re n  to lis te n  
to  a u d io b o o k s , p o d c a s ts , and  a u d io  se r ie s .

H ere  is  a c o lle c tio n  o f  c a p tiv a t in g  ta le s  a v a ila b le  o n ly  on A u ­
d ib le . in c lu d in g  l i te ra ry  c la s s ic s , f o lk ta le s , fa iry  ta le s , a n d  fa b le s  
sp o k en  by fam ous p e o p le .

L i tt le  B a b y  B u m : T im e To D rea m  ( S e r ie s  !)
W ritte n  by : A n g e la  S a lt a n d  N a r ra te d  

by : S ian  B ro o k e , an d  S co tt Reid
G e n tly  d r i f t  o f f  y o u r  y o u n g  o n e s  to  s le e p  w ith  A u d ib lc 's  L it t le  

B aby  Bum : Tim e To D ream , w ith  so o th in g  n u rse ry  rhym es w elco m ­
in g  l i t t le  o n e s  in to  a p e a c e fu l n ig h t 's  s le e p . T hese  q u in te s se n tia l  
n u rse ry  rhym es on A u d ib le  a rc  p e r fe c t fo r p a re n ts  w ho c a n 't  a l ­w a y s m ati- timi* fo r  a h«»dtim<* «lo ry le llin j»  <«*«;«;inn  fo r  ih i’ir  Icidc 
C u ra te d  fo r  ch  Idrcn  a g e d  1 -2 , th e se  n a r ra t io n s  tra n s p o rt l is te n e rs  
in to  a m ag ica l w o rld  o f  t ra n q u il so u n d sc a p c s  w ith  c a lm in g  sc o re s  
an d  lu l lin g  am b ien t so u n d s.

D olly P a r ia n ’s B il ly  th e  K id  M a ke s I t  B ig  
W r it te n  a n d  N a r r a t e d  B y: D o lly  P a r to n

T h e  ex em p la ry  m usic  s in g e r  D o lly  P a rto n  a c c o u n ts  
a s to ry  about h er g o d -d o g , a F ren ch  b u lld o g  ‘B illy  the 
K id ' w ho is try in g  to  m ake it b ig  a s  a c o u n try  m usic 
s ta r  in N a sh v ille . T e n n e sse e . T h is  a u d io b o o k  is a d e ­
lig h tfu l  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  s ta n d in g  up to  p e o p le  who put 
y o u  dow n and  f in d in g  the  d riv e  to a c h ie v e  y o u r d re am s . 
B illy  has a sc u f f le  w ith  h is  fe llo w  b a rk in g  fr ie n d s  and 
is  d ism a y e d  d ue to  h is m e la n c h o lic  c o n d itio n . T h is  
led  h im  io r e ly  on h is fa v o u r i te  c o u n try  m usic  an d  the  
s in g e r  D ally  P a rto n  to  re g a in  h is  se lf -c o n f id e n c e . T h is  
m o tiv a tio n a l ta lc  w ith  a p e t p ro ta g o n is t  w ill in sp ire  
y o u r young o nes to face  th e ir  c h a lle n g e s  head -on  as they  
e m b ark  on th e ir  jo u rn e y  to a c h ie v e  th e ir  d re a m s .

T h e  Is la n d s  o f  E lse w h e re  
W r it t e n  b y : H e a th e r  F a w c e tt  a n d  

N a r ra te d  b y : M ia l lu tc h in s o n - S h a w
M ixed w ith  m agic and p le n ty  o f  a d v e n tu re , th is  se a s id e  s to ry  o f  

s ib l in g s  on a t re a su re  hun t is p e r fe c t fo r fa n ta s y  fan s. T he S n o lly  
s is te rs  d is c o v e r  th r : c  is la n d s  in  th e ir  b a c k y a rd  w h ile  v a c a t io n in g  
in th e ir  g ra n d fa th e r 's  s e a s id e  p ro p e rty . T he M is ty  C o v en  fo r  the 
sum m er. Bee S no lly  and  h e r  s is te r  b eg in  to b e l ie v e  in m ag ic  as 
th e se  m y s te r io u s  is la n d s  w ith h o ld  a s e c re t  th a t h e lp s  th e  s ib lin g s  
a s s is t  th e ir  a i l in g  g ra n d fa th e r  on  th e  p a th  o f  re c o v e ry . T h is  is 
a w o n d e rfu l a l le g o ry  to  teach  y o u r c h ild re n  the  v a lu e s  o f  f a ith , 
g ra ti tu d e , and  re sp o n s ib i l ity , so  m ake su re  to tu n e  in.

10 M ost In s p ir in g  S to r ie s  f o r  K ids  
W r it te n  b y : l l a n s  C h r i s t i a n  A n d e rs e n  a n d  o th e r s  

N a r ra te d  b y : K a tie  l la ig h
C la s s ic  ta lc s  and  s to r ie s  a re  fun d am en tal to c h ild re n 's  co g n itiv e  

and  c r e a t iv e  d e v e lo p m e n t, as th ey  aw ak en  the im a g in a tio n  and 
b rin g  e s s e n tia l  te a c h in g s . T h e se  s to r ie s  in sp ire  c h ild re n  th ro u g h  
im p o rta n t a rc h c ty p c s and  sy m b o lic  im a g e ry : th ey  h e lp  c h ild re n  
en v isa g e  fa n ta s t ic  w o rld s , full o f  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  an d  w o n d e rs . T h is  
sp e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  c o m p ila tio n  in c lu d e s  c la s s ic  fo lk  ta lc s , and 
fam o u s s to r ie s  by H ans C h r is tia n  A n d e rse n  and p ro v id e s  c h ild re n  
w ith  a fo rm a tiv e  o v erv iew  o f  th e  b est o f  c h i ld re n 's  c la s s ic s . T he 
a u d io b o o k  is an  im pe ccab le  c o m p ila t io n  o f  c la s s ic  l i te ra tu re  you  
m u st in d u lg e  y o u r kids in. ( lA N S li fe )

D o you  re m e m b e r th e  f ir s t tim e  y o u  u sed  p e rfu m e ?  W as 
it as a shy . b lu sh in g  te e n a g e r  at 13, h o p in g  to  g e t a t ­
te n t io n , o r  a y o u n g , sc ra w n y  kid  h o p in g  to look  lik e  
an  a d u lt?

T h a t see m s lik e  ag es  a g o , d o e s n 't  it?  W ell, th e  f ir s t  tim e  
p erfu m e  w as u sed  in India w as a g e s  ago . The P ap er t ra il  o f  f ra ­
g ra n c e s  le a d s us b ack  to the  In d u s  V alley  C iv il is a t io n , a ro un d  
3300  BCE w hen fra g ra n c c s  w ere  c a lle d  ‘ I t t a r ’. th riv in g  at the 
d isp o sa l o f  th e  rich  an d  n o b le s . G ra d u a lly , k in g d o m s f e ll , and 
to w n s e n te re d  the  p ic tu re . A s tim e  an d  a r t p ro g re ss e d , so  d id  
th e  ta s te s  an d  ch c m ic a  in d u stry . P e rfu m es becam e com plex  
and  th e n  cam e th e  icoriic C h an e l n o .5. the  w o r ld ’s  f ir s t a b ­
s tr a c t  f ra g ra n c e , an  u n m is ta k a b le  sc e n t  th a t to o k  i ts  p la c c  as 
th e  c e n te rp ie c e  o f  c la ss , an d  lu x u ry .

K ut. a s  in te re s t  a ro se , f ra g ra n c e s  tra n s fo rm e d  from  a s t a ­
tu s  sy m b o l to a p e rso n a l s ta te m e n t. They  b ecam e  in tim a te , 
e x p re sse d  id e n t i t ie s ,  and now  i t 's  a l l  a b o u t  th e  sc c n t th a t 
sp e a k s  to  y o u . and fo r you. F rom  s tr ic t ly  n a tu ra l in g re d ie n ts  
to the  c u r rc n t tim e  when y o u  c a n  c u s to m isc  y o u r ow n u n iq ue  
sc c n t . and  g i f t  it  to a lo v ed  o n e , p e rfu m es a rc  no lo n g e r  on 
th e  b a c k se a t, but ra th e r , tak e  th e  s ta g e  b e fo re  y o u .

2023  is th e  y e a r  o f  b re a k in g  b a r r ie r s -  w c  sn a p  o p en  the  
b o x e s , ju m p  a c ro s s  the b r id g e s , and  b re a k  th ro u g h  th e  g la ss  
w a ll!  It is th e  y e a r  w c b re ak  o u t o f  c o n v e n tio n s  an d  b reak 
in to  w ho  w e r e a lly  a re -  and  p u sh  o u rs e lv e s  to  se c  w ho  w c can  
b eco m c. W hich  is w hy. f in d in g  y o u r sc c n t is o f  th e  c ssc n c c . 
You n eed  a p e rfu m e  that is  a s  b o ld , and  d a r in g  a s  you a rc . a 
p e rfu m e  th a t b lu rs  the  line  b e tw een  e x p e c ta tio n s  and  id e n titie s  
and le ts  you  u n a p o lo g c :ic a lly  be  you.

H ere  is a lis t o f  un isex  p e rfu m e s c u ra tc d  b y  e x p e r ts  th a t let 
you  b lu r  the  l in e s -  in a I the  r ig h t w ays:

G U E S S  G old  E au  de P a r fu m : In sp ired  by the  f re c -sp ir ite d -  
th is  is a f lo ra l  f ra g ra n c e  w ith  n o tes  o f  m a n d a rin , ja sm in e , and 
sa n d a lw o o d . A p e r fe c t  a c c c s so ry  fo r  lo n g  su m m e r d a y s , th a t 
d a re s  to  a sk -  w hy  sh o u ld  g ir ls  h av e  a ll the  fun ?

C h o p a r d  M a la k i  M ask  E a u  de  P a r f u m :  L eave a s tro n g  
im p re s s io n  w ith  the  rich  sm e ll o f  m u sk , c c d a r . b lack  p ep p er, 
and  lea th e r.

S a v a n e  d i S e ta  E a u  d e  p a r fu m :  L au n ch ed  in  2 0 2 1 . th is  
w o ody  s p ic y  sm e ll has n o te s  o f  C a rro t S e e d s , O rr is  an d  S a n ­
d a lw o o d .

A ly s sa  A sh ley  O cean  B lue  KAU d e  t o i le t t e :  L et th is  fre sh  
m arin e  acco rd  d c l ic a c y  w ith  a b r ig h t, su n n y  c i tru s  a c c o rd  be 
th e  p c r fc c t  co m p an io n  :o y o u r  v ib ra n t en erg y.

A n th e r  M a la k i E au  de P a r fu m : Einticing am b er n o tes  lay  at 
th e  h e a rt o f  th is  d ecad en t fra g ra n c c  w ith  sp ic y  n o te s , le n d in g  
a s c d u c tiv c  q u a li ty  to th is in to x ic a t in g  sc c n t.

N ow  th a t w c have g iven you  the  ho ly  g ra il o f  f ra g ra n c c s-  
go  ch eck  them  o u t now  o r  v is it  C R E D  S to re  fo r m o re  c u ra tc d  
g u id e s  to add  to  y o u r c m  th is  se a so n . ( lA N S li fe )
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Threads a shrewd move but is Meta credible?
Bv W a sim  A hm ed  & M a r ia n n  H a rd c v

M a r k  Z u c k c r b c r g 's  n e w  s o c i a l  m e d ia  
p la t fo r i r ,  T h re a d s , has b e e n  r e le a se d  in 
sm artph:>nc ap p  s to re s  ( a lth o u g h  no t in 
th e  EU ). Z u c k e rb e rg , w ho is  c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  o f  
T h re a d s ' p a re n t co m pany  M e ta , sa y s  th a t a t le a s t

30 m ill io n  u se rs  s ig n e d  up in  th e  a p p ’s f ir s t  day . 
A cco rd in g  to som e sp e c u la t iv e  re p o r t in g . T h read s 
m igh t be a re lia b le  a l te rn a t iv e  to 
T w it te r .

S in c c  th e  a c q i i s i t io n  o f  T w i t ­
t e r  b y  E lo n  M usk  in O c to b e r
2 0 2 2 . T w i t te r  has d e v e lo p e d  a 
r e p u ta tio n  fo r m ak ing  h asty  d e c i ­
s io n s  r e g a rd in g  u se r d a ta , s a fe ty  
a n d  th e  r e l ia b le  fu n c tio n in g  o f  
th e  s i te . T h e se  have in c lu d e d  the  
s a g a  a ro u n d  re p la c in g  th e  t r a d i ­
t io n a l  " b lu e  t ic k "  v e r if i c a t io n  
s y s te m  w ith  a p a id -fo r  v e rs io n .

C o n c e rn s have a lso  been  ra ised  
a ro u n d  r e la x e d  m o d e ra tio n  p o l i ­
c i e s  a n d  th e  r e m o v a l  o f  f r e e  
a c c e s s  to  T w i t t e r ’s A P I th e  
p ro g ra m  in te r f a c e  th a t  a llo w e d  
th ird -p a r ty  d e v e lo p e rs  and  a c a ­
d e m ic s  to in te ra c t w ith  th e  p la t ­
fo rm . T h e re  h a s  a lso  b een  sp e c u ­
la tio n  th a t T w it te r 's  t ro u b le s  m ay 
put o f f  som e a d v e r tis e rs .

It m igh t look  sh rew d to lau n ch  
a T w i t t e r  a l t e rn a t iv e  a m id  th e  
c u r r e n t  tu rb u le n c e .  H o w e v e r , 
e a r ly  n u m be rs  from  M eta  su g g es t 
t h e  l i k e l ih o o d  o f  l o n g e r - t e rm  
a n d  w id e -s c a le  p ub lic  in te re s t  in 
T h re a d s  is no t g u a ra n te e d . H o w ­
e v e r . it is  im p o r ta n t to n o te  th a t 
M eta  h a s  a su b s ta n tia l  u se r  b a se  
a n d  r o b u s t  s t a f f  i n f r a s t r u c tu r e  
on its  s id e .

I f  w id e ly  a d o p te d . T h re a d s  
c o u ld  p o te n tia l ly  c h a lle n g e  T w it­
t e r ' s  d o m in a n t p o s itio n  an d  s i g ­
n i f ic a n tly  im pa c t its  o p e ra tio n s .
A c c o rd in g  to the Pew  R esearc h  
C e n te r ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  T w i t ­
te r  u se rs  in  th e  U S h a v e  ta k e n  
a  b re a k  fro m  the p la tfo rm  in the  
p a s t  y e a r .

S o c ia l  m e d ia  p la t fo r m s  h a v e  g lo b a l  r e a c h , 
b u t th e  w ay  they  a re  s tru c tu re d  and  how  o w n ­
e rs  m ake c o m m e rc ia l d e c is io n s  is  s t i l l  b a se d  on 
g ra b b in g  te r r i to ry .  T h is  m a y . fo r  e x a m p le , be 
se e n  in th e  w ay  hat u se rs  w ith  p a r tic u la r  v iew s 
o r  in te re s ts  a rc  ta rg e te d  fo r  a d v e r ti s in g . From  
th is  p e r s p e c t iv e , s im m e r in g  t e n s io n s  b e tw e e n  
d if f e r e n t  p la tfo rm s  a re  n o l a p a s s in g  p h a se  but 
a re  in s te a d  ce n tra l f e a tu re s  o f  th e  w ay  th a t so c ia l 
m ed ia  w o rk s .

M A SS M IG R A T IO N  
A m a ss  m ig ra t io n  h as  a lre a d y  b eg u n . M any  

u se rs  a re  le a v in g  T w it te r  fo r  d e c e n tra lis e d  and  
c o m m u n ity -ru n  s y s te m s  lik e  M astodon .

In N o v em b er 2 0 2 2 . 13 0 ,0 0 0  u se rs  s ig n e d  up 
d a i ly  to u se  th a t p la tfo rm . M a s to d o n  is  a "n o n -  
fed  c ra te d "  s y s te m , m ea n in g  th a t each  co m p u te r  
s e rv e r  is run  b y  a d if f e r e n t  a d m in is tra to r . U n lik e  
T w it te r , M a s to d o n  u se rs  a re  n o t su b je c t  to  the

and the  la rg e s t o n lin e  m a rk e tp la c e  fo r  e x c h a n g in g  
g o o d s and  se rv ic e s .

In s ta g ra m  (o w n e d  by M e ta )  is p o p u la r  fo r  
sh a r in g  p h o to g ra p h s  an d  m c m c -b a sc d  c o n te n t , 
e sp e c ia l ly  am o n g  u se rs  w ho  a rc  o ld e r  th an  T ik -  
T o k ’s m a in  u s e r  b a se . T h re a d s  w il l  i n s ta n t ly  
ta k e  in fo r m a tio n  fro m  a n  In s ta g ra m  a c c o u n t ,  
lik e  fo l lo w e rs  an d  c o n ta c ts , an d  u se  it to m ake 
a  u se r  p ro f i le .

w h im s  o f  a c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e .
M eta , m e a n w h ile , b e n e f its  from  an  e s ta b lish e d  

u se r  p ip e l in e  fo r  ad re v e n u e  as w e ll as th e  p o te n ­
t ia l  to  sy n c h ro n is e  c ro s s -p la tfo rm  d ata  sh a r in g  
an d  th e  su b se q u e n t o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r th ird -p a r ty  
c o m m e rc ia l g a in .

T h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  u se r  lo c k -in  is a p rim a ry  
f a c to r  d r iv in g  w id e s p r e a d  a d o p t io n  o f  th e s e  
p la tfo rm s . L o c k - in  is w h e re  b u s in e s s e s  m ake it 
d iff ic u l t  to sw itc h  to  r iv a l p la tfo rm s . F accbook  is 
th e  p re d o m in a n t p la tfo rm  for co m m u n ity  g ro u p s

O n e  w ay  to  b e e f  up  th e  u se r  n u m b e rs  c o u ld  be 
to re p lic a te  u se r  ID s a c ro s s  a l l  M eta  p ro d u c ts , 
no l ju s t  In s ta g ra m . T h e n , u se rs  w ith  e x is t in g  F a ­
c c b o o k . M essen g er  o r  W h atsA p p  p ro f i le s  w ill a u ­
to m a tic a l ly  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  a T h re a d s  a c c o u n t.

T R U S T  IS S U E S  
Y et th e  p r im a r y  ro a d b lo c k  fo r  T h r e a d s  is 

th a t M eta  lack s s ig n i f ic a n t  c r e d ib i l i ty  in m any 
p e o p le 's  ey es .

T h e  C a m b r id g e  A n a ly t ic a  s c a n d a l o f  2 0 1 8  ( in

w h ich  he c o n su lt in g  firm  h a rv e s te d  d a ta  fro m  
m illio n s o f  F accb o o k  u se rs  w ith ou t th e ir  c o n se n t)  
b ro u g h  to  lig h t th e  p ro b le m s  w ith  a c o m m e rc ia l 
m odel that is  based  on da ta  h a rv e s tin g . A g a in , d e ­
g re e s  o f  d is tru s t  u n d e rs c o re  M e ta ’s m ark e t o f f e r ­
in g , a long  w ith  a l le g a t io n s  o f  the  a m p lif ic a t io n  o f  
fak e  new s an d  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t s p re a d in g  R u ssia n  
p ro p a g a n d a  an d  p o l it ic a l  b ia s  v ia  sh a re d  c o n te n t  
d u rin g  th e  la s t  U S p re s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n .

A c c o r d in g  to  r e s e a r c h e r s  a t 
N o r th w e s te rn  U n iv e r s i ty ,  t ru s t  
in T w it te r  d ip p e d  s l ig h t ly  a f te r  
M usk to o k  o v e r. H o w e v e r, a new  
s o c ia l  n e tw o rk in g  p r o p o s i t i o n  
fro m  M e ta  w il l  n o t .  by  i t s e l f ,  
c n h a n c c  t ru s t  in  M eta , an d  th is  
is  c ru c ia l fo r  in c re a s in g  T h re a d 's  
u n iq u e  u se rs .

S o c ia l m e d ia  u se r s  m ay d e s ire  
a T w i t t e r - l i k e  p la t fo r m  t h a t 's  
f re e  from  i r r a t io n a l  an d  e r ra t ic  
b e h a v io u r . T o d a y . T w it te r  is a 
co m p le x  e n v iro n m e n t to  n a v i ­
g a te .  w h e re  v e r i f i e d  a c c o u n ts  
are  g iv e n  p re fe re n tia l  tre a tm e n t. 
F o r  e x a m p le , th ro u g h  e x te n d e d  
c h a r a c tc r  l im i ts  an d  a d d i t io n a l  

I v is ib i l ity .
T w i t t e r ’s fu tu re  m ay be l im ­

i te d  to  s e rv in g  a s  a s p e c ia l is e d  
p la tfo rm  c a te r in g  to  a sp e c i f ic  
u u iiiim tn iiy , s im ila r  (o *»|>|>> lik e  
P a r lc r  and  T ru th  S o c ia l, w h ich  
h a v e  g a in e d  p o p u la r i ty  a m o n g  
p e o p le  w ith  e x tre m e  id e o lo g ie s .

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  in s ta n c e s  o f  
r a c is m , m is o g y n y , a n t i s e m i t ic  
r h e to r ic  and  a b u s iv e  sp e e c h  to ­
w a rd s th e  L G B T Q +  c o m m u n ity  
o n  T w it te r .

R e c e n t  in - d e p t h  i n v e s t i g a ­
t io n s  by th e  B B C . F o rb e s  a n d  
th e  W ash in g to n  P o st h av e  a rg u e d  
th a t  th e  s y s te m  f o r  r e p o r t in g  
h a te  sp e e c h  on T w it te r  is  i n e f ­
f e c t iv e .

T h e  k ey  to  c o m m e rc ia l v ia b il-  
| ity  is c o n v in c in g  a d v e r tis e rs  that 

th e re  is a ro b u s t m ark e t o ff e r in g  
fo r  M eta  o n e  th a t is  m o re  s ta b le  

an d  d e p e n d a b le  th a n  T w it te r 's .  M eta  m u st r e a s ­
su re  u se rs th a t th e ir  d a ta  is  se c u re  in  T h re a d s and  
th a t the new  p la tfo rm  c re a te s  a s a fe  e n v iro n m e n t 
w i th in  w h ic h  to s u s ta in  a n o th e r  s o c ia l  m e d ia  
p ro f ile . (T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

|W a s im  A h m e d  is S e n io r  l . c c t u r e r  in  D ig i­
t a l  B u s in e s s , U n iv e rs i ty  o f  S t i r l i n g .  M a r ia n n  
H a r d e r  is P ro f e s s o r  D ig ita l  C u l tu r e .  B u s in e s s  
a n d  C o m p u tin g  a t  D u rh a m  U n iv e rs ity  B u s in e s s  
S c h o o l  a n d  A d v a n c e d  R e s e a rc h  C o m p u t in g , 
D u rh a m  U n iv e r s i ty |

‘S tar - G azing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bham bi Sunday, JULY 9, 2023

'Birthday Forocast’
Moon semi satile Jupiter on your solar retun chart and mB give amazing 
results. Your posfconandslatus in society will rise. There will be an increase 
in your harness and pr»perity You wil have no shortage of money. Your 
business contacts wil pr eve beneficial tor you. You w>B get complete benefits 
for yourwork and elforts.your time wtl be well spentwithyourfamity.luck wil 
support you a tot. Your fiuncial position will be strong. You will have loving 
relations with your life pirtner. You will be having full time for eating good 
food shopping and havirg lots of fun with family members. You wil mafce a 
balanced budget for your household expenses. Students get success in 
exams and interview. Auspicious functions wil keep taking place.

This week for you’

Arios : (March 21 - April 20) It is going to be a wonderful woek for you.
You wil x  busy in socialbusiness activities. You wil have 
money in your hand. Also you wil fee) happy and prosperous. 

_  The expectations that people will have from you wil not get
( j  wasted aid you will work widi lot of responsibility. Your name

and fam« will increase. You w* have profits in your business 
as you wfl work with concentration. You life style wil also get 

^  V. better asyou wil have no shortage of funds. Property related 
disputes Mil get resotred. Your hard work will pay off wt»i All 
your work will get completed on time. Husband and wife will 
hm  better understanding.

Taurus: (April 21 • May 21 )You will be kept busy. If you want lo change 
your job y  business maybe this rs the right time. You health 
will keepgetting better. You wil perform wel in you job. Even 
your ene<r»es wil get defeated. You wil not impose you views 

(  on others. You wil have attraction tor the opposite sex and 
will mix treely w*h them. You time wil be spent peacefully 
with you family members, Your sibtngs and children will

* * give respect to you. You relationship wid\ your life partner 
will grow oener. You w« also set your eyes on your targets 
and goali. You will also work hard to increase your income. 
And wil get success loo.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)You will have monetary gains. You will be 
putting ynir best efforts to fulfil you dreams and ambitions. 
Your hard work and dedication mfl infact bring success for 
you. In the job you wil be cooperative and will get Ihe support 

"V» m j  of your b»ss and subordinates. You importance and strength 
1 M L  ,tcr9 worl( 9fOW You win make good progress in 

your jobbusiness- Where ever you wil go you will carry on 
your good luck. You wil work to your strength and acquire 
new ackrowledge. You will plan to go out of station witi your 
mate and will share your feelings for hin,tar. You will remain 
in good spirits and in a happy mood

Cancer : (June 22 - July 22)lt is going lobe an amazing week for you.
You wil work wtth much tact and wisdom. As a result, you will 
be able tc complete your work with ease People will be looking 
forward t> work along withyou and you will be able lo establish 
an effecWedialogue with everyone. You will get much satisf ac­
tion from your work. Love affairs w* be successful. You need 
lo be caniul in your al financial deals, lest you get cheated 
You canrot afford to neglect #>e emotions of your Me partner 
as heftht is very important tor you. You wil remain alert with 
your aim> and targets.

Leo : (July 23 - August 23)Time is great. You wil get benefits from 
your boss, colleagues, associates and even friends. You wilget 
good results of your work. You w*have no shortage ofmoney.

1v  Your taieit and work wilaHo get appreciated. Physically and 
emotion ity you wJ feel a lot of change in yourself. You wil earn 
a lot of money with adthe efforts that you put. You wil recewe

* J  something from inheritance. Aperson may fal in love with you 
tea&ng t> a warm and passionate relationship. You wfl also 
take proper careof your health. Yourinvestments will bring you 
good resilts but do not sUrt any new work wiSioul taking proper 
adrice. Ysu wil plan to go on a trip with your family.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)Theweekwill prove to be beneficial 
for you. tour stilled works wB get completed As a result, you 
will have lot more confidence in your abillift*. Your m««clngs 
withsomjpeoplewilbe meaningful. Youmijfithavetochange 

U p  some decisions that you had taken earlier. Your respect in 
society vfl increase. You wil also respect the feelings of

other persons. Meeting with some person will be beneficial. 
You wil also have a new meaning ei you life. There will be 
an improvement in you health. Your strong personality wil 
leave a mark on od>ers. Your efficiency wil br commendable. 
You w>» suddenly get a new job offer which will come as a big 
surprise to you.

Libra : (September 23 • Octobor 23) You will havt a great week. A 
person will extend his/her help when you need it most. He,she 
will prove to be a great asset and a big gudng influence on 
you. The relationship between husband and wle wil be cordiH. 
They will understand the feeling of each other. You will lake a 
great decision in you worlrtiusiness. You wi I get noticed tor 
your great talent and performance. You wiS take care of the 
future of you children and also plan out ttog* wel. You wil 
make best use of your talents and earn lot ofmoney. You wU 
make contacts with new persons. You will devote maximum 
time to your family.

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) Your relatienship with your 
seniors wil be good and they wil give you to of support The 
adrice of a friend. Wel wisher w* make things easier for you 
You will have luck on you side. You wil be creaUre and skillM 

n y  and wil do you work widi ease. You will atse earn wel. Your 
enemies and opponents wil be unable to prevail over you 
You wil keep a distance from clever people, You will be busy 
in preparation for festivals. Your financial situation will be 
satisfactory. Certain matters wia keep you occupied but you 
will not let you focus waiver. You will do some plain talking 
and wil let other persons know you view peinL You wil be 
in no great hurry to complete your wort

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21 )You will get promotion 
in you job. Some positive developments wifl Mng about a big 
change in your personality. Your thoughts wi also undergo a 
positive change. You wil havenowornestnyoirwork'business. 
You wit also have no unnecessary tensions in your personal 
relations You wil obtain tot of wealh and hippiness. It is a 
brilimt time to meet your friends and other people. You wil 
get money from you talent You will also pro*o you worth in 
front of others. The time is experimenting on you. and you w« 
have to work hard to be successful You destiiy wil favor you 
a tot. Love birds wil have a great time.

Capricorn : (December 22 • January 20)ltisgoingtobeafantastic 
week. Some okl friends wil meet you all of a sudden by chance- 
Some old events wil mt*e you happy and you will remember 
your great days. You will get a chance of gong lo meetings 
and conferences You w« take you work sericusly and will get 
favorable results. A good news wa lift you sflrtts. You w« get 

'■» ”  lot ol mental peace. Your children's marriage or engagement 
can get fixed. There is also the possibiity of buying land or 
property. You will enjoy your loving relations vith your partner. 
However, you need to pay attention to your heath.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)The week will bring in tot of 
happiness and bbss tor you. And you wil be on cloud nine as 
your work gets done with ease. It is possible that you will get 
your work done through yourofficials. You wil not starta risky 
venture. You will have good time with your family. A marriage 

J R .  function can take peace, The works that you lad planned wit 
grt completed. Students wia be enthused as #iey get success 
in their examsfinterview. You can aHo get invited to a relative's 
place. In the process, you will enjoy a feast at semeone’s house. 
The time will be spent peacelully. You will regain your prestigei 
You wil be full of self confidence.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) You will be able a finish al your 
tasks in quick time. You will leave no one wa ting. Happiness 
and bfevs will fid your life. New opportunist will come to 
you. You will also be able to achieve the targets you have set 
at your work. A property dtspute wifi get rescfred You wil 
receive new opportunities in you jobibusiness. Success w* 
be yous in seme competition or contest. A meeting wMi an 
influential person wifl bring in lots of opportunlies tor you 
but you will be selective in your approach. You wil choose 
Vie very best. A person may develop a faking for you You w* 
go on a trip to a beautiful pbee with your famly. You will have 
some monetary benefit*.

Burnout & work-related stress? 
Here's how to deal with them

H u s t l e  c u l t u r e  r e f e r s  lo  
a  c o m p e t i t i v e  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t w h e re  e m p lo y e e s  
fe e l p re s su re d  to  w o rk  s t r e n u ­
o u s  h o u rs  an d  a c h ie v e  r e s u l t s  

q u ick ly . T h is  ty p e  o f  a tm o sp h e re  
c a n  lead  to h ig h  le v e ls  o f  s t r e s s  
a n d  e m p lo y e e  b u rn o u t , E m p lo y - 
e e s  m ay  b e  r e lu c ta n t  to  ta k e  
b re a k s  o r  v a c a t io n s , r e su lt in g  in 
w o rk d a y s th a t a rc  e x tre m e ly  and 
u n re m it t in g ly  long .

W o rk in g  e x c e s s i v e l y  lo n g  
h o u rs  c a n  c a u s e  p h y s ic a l  an d  
m e n ia l  e x h a u s t io n ,  m a k in g  it  
d i f f ic u l t  to s ta y  p ro d u c tiv e  and 
c o m p le te  ta s k s  to  th e  b e s t  o f  
o n e ’s a b i l i ty . F u rth e rm o re , the 
p re s s u r e  to  s u c c e e d  in su ch  a 
c o m p e t i t iv e  e n v i ro n m e n t  c a n  
le a d  to f e e l in g s  o f  in a d e q u a c y , 
l e a d in g  to  f u r t h e r  s t r e s s  an d  
b u rn o u t.

In  t o d a y 's  f a s t - p a c e d  a n d  
d e m a n d in g  w o rk  e n v iro n m e n t, 
b u rn o u t an d  w o ik - ic la tc d  s t ic s s  
h a v e  b e c o m e  p re v a le n t  is s u e s . 
H o w e v e r ,  th e re  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  
s tr a te g ie s  su p p o r te d  by  re se a rc h  
th a t in d iv id u a ls  c a n  u t i l i z e  to 
m a n a g e  a n d  r e d u c e  b u r n o u t  
a n d  w o rk - re la te d  s t r e s s .  L e t 's  
e x p lo re  th e se  s t r a te g ic s ,  a lo n g  
w ith  d a ta  an d  f ig u re s  th a t h ig h ­
l ig h t th e ir  e f fe c t iv e n e s s .

S e t  c l e a r  b o u n d a r i e s :  A c ­
c o r d in g  to  a s tu d y  p u b l is h e d  
in the  Jo u rn a l  o f  O c c u p a tio n a l 
H e a lth  P sy c h o lo g y , e m p lo y e e s  
w h o  se t  b o u n d a r i e s  b e tw e e n  
w o rk  a n d  p e rso n a l  l i fe  e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  lo w e r  l e v e ls  o f  b u rn o u t  
a n d  h ig h e r  jo b  s a t i s fa c t io n .

R e s e a rc h  c o n d u c te d  by th e  
A m e ric a n  P sy c h o lo g ic a l  A ss o ­
c ia t io n  fou n d  th a t  4 4%  o f  e m ­
p lo y e e s w ho  se t c le a r  b o u n d a rie s  
r e p o r te d  b e t te r  w e ll-b e in g  c o m ­
p a re d  to th o se  w ho d id n 't .

P r a c t i c e  s e l f - c a r e :  A s tu d y  
p u b lis h e d  in th e  Jo u rn a l  o f  O c ­
c u p a t io n a l  an d  H n v iro n m e n ta l 
M e d ic in e  re v e a le d  th a t  e n g a g ­
in g  in s e lf -c a re  a c t iv i t ie s ,  such  
a s  e x e rc is e , re d u c e d  th e  r isk  o f  
b u rn o u t am o n g  e m p lo y e e s .

A c co rd in g  lo  lh«* A m i'rican  In ­
s t i tu te  o f  S tre s s . 28 %  o f  w o rk ers  
w ho p ra c tic e d  re g u la r  s e l f -c a re  
r e p o r te d  lo w e r  s t r e s s  le v e ls .

F o s t e r  a s u p p o r t ! v r  w o rk  
e n v i r o n m e n t :  R e s e a rc h  p u b ­
l i s h e d  in  th e  J o u r n a l  o f  A p ­
p lie d  P sy c h o lo g y  su g g e s ts  th a t 
e m p lo y e e s  w ho  p e rc e iv e  th e ir  
w ork  e n v iro n m e n t as su p p o rtiv e  
h av e  lo w er le v e ls  o f  bu rn o u t and 
h ig h e r  jo b  s a t i s fa c t io n .

A stu d y  c o n d u c te d  by G a llu p  
fou n d  th a t e m p lo y e e s  who fee l 
su p p o r te d  by th e ir  m an ag ers  arc  
7 0 %  le s s  l ik e ly  to  e x p e r ie n c e  
b u rn o u t.

P r i o r i t i z e  w o r k l o a d  a n d  
t i m e  m a n a g e m e n t :  A su r v e y  
c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  A m erican  P sy ­
c h o lo g ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  fo u n d  
th a t  4 9%  o f  e m p lo y e e s  who fe lt  
th e y  had to o  m uch  w ork  e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  h ig h e r  s tr e s s  le v e ls .

R e s e a r c h  p u b l is h e d  in  th e  
J o u r n a l  o f  O c c u p a t i o r a l  a n d  
E n v ir o n m e n ta l  M e d ic in e  in d i ­
c a te d  th a t  e f f e c t iv e  w o rk lo a d  
m a n a g e m e n t an d  tim e  p r io r i t i ­
z a t io n  re d u c e d  b u rn o u t a m o n g  
e m p lo y e e s  b y  4 1 %.

T a k e  r e g u l a r  b r e a k s :  A c ­
c o r d in g  to  a s tu d y  c o r d u c tc d  
by th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  III n o is  al 
U rba n a -C h a m p a ig n . b rie f  m en ta l 
b re a k s  d u rin g  w o rk  can  c n h an cc  
fo c u s  and  re d u c e  s tr e s s .

T h e  S o c ie ty  fo r  H um an R e­
s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  r e p o r te d  
th a t em p lo y e e s  w ho took  reg u la r  
b re a k s  e x p e r ie n c e d  in c re a s e d  
p ro d u c tiv i ty  by  33% .

S e e k  s o c ia l  s u p p o r t :  i\ stu d y  
p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  J o u r n a l  o f  
O c c u p a t io n a l  H e a lth  P sy c h o l­
o g y  fou n d  th a t e m p lo y e e s  w ho 
r e c e iv e d  s o c ia l  s u p p o r t  fro m  
c o l le a g u e s  h ad  lo w e r le v e ls  o f  
b u rn o u t  a n d  h ig h e r  jo b  s a t i s ­
f a c t io n .

T h e M ental H ealth  F oundation  
r e p o r te d  th a t h a v in g  a su p p o r t­
iv e  n e tw o rk  at w o rk  can  re d u c e  
s t r e s s  le v e ls  b y  30% .

P r a c t i c e  m i n d f u l n e s s :  A 
m e ta -a n a ly s is  p u b lish e d  in  the  
Jo u rn a l  o f  O c c u p a tio n a l  H ea lth  
P sy c h o lo g y  re v e a le d  that m in d ­
f u ln e s s  in te rv e n t io n s  w ere  e f ­
f e c t iv e  in re d u c in g  b u rn o u t and 
i n c re a s in g  o v e ra l l  w e l l -b e in g  
a m o n g  e m p lo y e e s .

A s tu d y  c o n d u c te d  by th e  N a ­
tio n a l I n s t i tu te s  o f  H e a lth  found  
th a t  e m p lo y e e s  w ho  p ra c t ic e d  
m in d fu ln e s s  e x p e r ie n c e d  a 28%  
re d u c tio n  in  s t r e s s  le v e ls .

U ti liz e  a s s is ta n c e  p ro g r a m s :  
E m p lo y e e  a s s is ta n c e  p ro g ra m s  
p ro v id e  r e so u rc e s  an d  su p p o r t 
fo r em p lo y e e s d e a lin g  w ith  b u rn ­
o u t an d  w o rk - re la te d  s tre ss .

T h e  I n te r n a t io n a l  E m p lo y e e  
A ss is ta n c e  P ro fe s s io n a ls  A ss o ­
c ia t io n  re p o r te d  th a t  E A P s have 
b een  sh o w n  to re d u c e  a b s e n te e ­
ism , in c re a se  p ro d u c tiv i ty , and  
im p ro v e  e m p lo y e e  w e ll-b e in g .

P ro m o te  w o rk - l i f e  b a la n c e :
A s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  th e  
S o c ie ty  f o r  H u m a n  R e s o u rc e  
M an ag em en t re v e a le d  th a t  89%  
o f  e m p lo y e e s  c o n s id e re d  w o rk - 
l i fe  b a la n c e  a n  im p o r ta n t fa c to r  
in re d u c in g  b u rn o u t  an d  w o rk - 
■clalcd s tr e s s .

R e g u la r ly  a s s e s s  a n d  a d ju s t  
w o r k l o a d :  I t ' s  i m p o r ta n t  to  
r e g u la r ly  a s s e s s  w o rk lo a d  a n d  
m ake n e c e s sa ry  a d ju s tm e n ts  to 
p re v e n t b u rn o u t . T h is  in c lu d e s  
d e le g a tin g  ta sk s , r e d is tr ib u tin g  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  s e e k in g  
h e lp  w hen  n eed ed .

R e s e a rc h  p u b l is h e d  in  th e  
Jo u rn a l  o f  A p p lie d  P sy c h o lo g y  
fou n d  th a t e m p lo y e e s  w ho had 
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  w o r k lo a d  
h ad  lo w e r  le v e ls  o f  b u rn o u t and  
h ig h e r  jo b  s a t is fa c t io n .

In c o n c lu s io n , im p le m e n tin g  
s tr a te g ie s  to  m an a g e  an d  red u c e  
b u rn o u t an d  w o rk - re la te d  s tre ss  
is c r u c ia l  in t o d a y 's  d e m a n d ­
in g  w o rk  e n v iro n m e n t. S e t tin g  
c l e a r  b o u n d a r i e s ,  p r a c t i c i n g  
s e lf -c a re , fo s te r in g  a su p p o r tiv e  
w o rk  e n v iro n m e n t, p r io r i tiz in g  
w o rk lo a d  an d  tim e  m an a g e m e n t, 
ta k in g  r e g u l a r  b r e a k s ,  s e e k ­
in g  s o c ia l  s u p p o r t ,  p ra c t ic in g  
m in d fu ln e ss , u t i liz in g  e m p lo y e e  
a s s is ta n c e  p ro g ra m s , p ro m o tin g  
w o rk - l i fe  b a la n c e , an d  re g u la r ly  
a sse ss in g  w o rk lo ad  a rc  a ll e f fe c ­
tiv e  a p p ro a c h e s . By in c o rp o r a t ­
in g  th e se  s tr a te g ic s ,  in d iv id u a ls  
ru n  I'nhjinrr* ih i’ ir  w c ll-h c in j* .
in c re a s e  jo b  s a t i s f a c t io n ,  a n d  
c o m b at b u rn o u t an d  w o rk - re la t ­
ed  s tr e s s . ( lA N S I i fc )
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Nature solves because Nature loves
“Creativity is the power to connect the 

seemingly unconnected. ”
—William Plomer 
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PM, Pawar play
WHEN the Prime M inister openly stated that 
the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) indulged 
in corruption to the order o f  Rs 70,000 crore 
with specific reference to a  scam in a M aha­
rashtra-based bank, the question on many lips 
was ..."and  what did he do about it?" W hile 
the com ipticn graph in the country is growing 
-  mainly at the level o f  the bureaucracy and 
regional parties, what is well-known is also that 
PM Modi ha^ soft-pedalled the issue in his two 
terms. True, there have been no serious charges 
o f  corruption against Union ministers, unlike 
during the Manmohan Singn-led UPA period. 
Those exposes cam e as the C om ptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG ) raised big questions. A 
safe assumption today is that Modi controlled 
corruption at his ministerial and party levels at 
the apex. Yet the BJP government in Karnataka 
scripted a different story. A llegations o f  huge 
corruption  riddled the reputation o f  the BJP 
governments there.

As for the NCP, the prime minister had. during 
an election campaign in M aharashtra in 2014. 
branded it as the Nationalist Corruption Party. 
Stories o f  huge cuts had spread in Delhi when 
its leader Sharad Paw ar was Defence Minister 
in the Congress led Government. Paw ar had 
to pack his bags and return to M aharashtra in 
a huff. He or his family has m ade too much o f 
wealth allegedly through dubious means and he 
presides over an em pire within an empire. Pawar 
having installed daughter Supriya as successor, 
his close associates Ajit Pawar and Praful Patel 
have broken ranks and built bridges with the 
BJP to share the spoils o f  pow er yet again. A 
couple o f  years ago, stories had spread about the 
demand from an NCP home minister - a  close 
Paw ar aide -  to the Mumbai police to collect Rs 
100 crore as bribe from the bars in the metropolis 
every month. That case is ongoing.

By all reckoning, not just Sharad Paw ar but 
Ajit Paw ar as deputy CM in the past and Praful 
Patel while as Union civil aviation minister, had 
been accused o f  stretching the limits o f  corrup­
tion in this country at ministerial levels. Now, 
both Ajit Pawar and Patel are breaking bread 
with the BJP. Like Sharad Pawar, most regional 
satraps arc allegedly looting the exchequer and 
giving a free hand to bureaucrats too to loot; the 
slush money allegedly ending up in real estate 
ventures within or tax havens abroad through 
dubious means. By making public pronounce­
m ents. the Prime M inister confirms the kind o f 
organised loot that's taking place in the country, 
but also proclaims silently that he as leader o f 
the nation is incapable o f stemming this rot.

Ihc rcccntly concluded 
G20 meeting has ‘Nature 
Solves: A new framework 
for our sustainable future.’ 
as its theme. It is good that 
nature has taken center stage 
at the G20 2023 summit 
organised by the Govern­
ment o f  India. Government 
o f  Meghalaya, the Observer 
Research Foundation (ORF). 
and Meghalaya Basin Man­
agement Agency (MBMA). 
Meghalaya which is the main 
host o f  the event showcased 
nature-based initiatives that 
the government has taken 
up in the last few years. 
These projects undertaken by 
Community-led Landscape 
Management (CLLM) can 
be described as the govern­
m ent’s Green Meghalaya 
initiative. Whether thcreccnt 
meeting will enable Megha­
laya to initiate policies and 
projects which could make 
the state the leader in green
deal:;, is  an o th e r question .

Unique Geological
History of Meghalaya
The geological history o f 

Meghalaya spans millions o f 
years and is characterized by 
dynamic tectonic activities, 
and diverse rock formations, 
which help in the shaping 
o f  unique landscapes. The 
North Fast region is situated 
on the eastern margin o f  the 
Indian subcontinent, where 
the Indian plate collides with 
the Eurasian plate, resulting 
in complcx geological pro­
cesses. Around 200 million 
years ago, during the breakup 
o f  the supcr-contincnl Pan­
gaea, this region was part of 
Gondwana. Over time, the 
area experienced extensive 
volcanic activity, leading to 
the formation o f  basaltic lava 
flows known as the Rajmahal 
Traps.

Around 60-65 m illion 
years ago. the collision be­
tween the Indian and Fur­
asian p lates in itiated  the 
formation o f  the Himalayas. 
This tectonic event had a pro­
found impact on the region, 
resulting in the uplifting o f 
the ancicnt rocks and the 
formation of the Fold Moun­
tains. The Shillong Plateau, 
where Meghalaya is locatcd, 
is a remnant o f  the ancicnt 
Indian shield.

Meghalaya itself is known 
for its unique geological for­
mations. such as the Khasi 
and Jaintia hills. These hills 
arc composed o f  sedimentary 
rocks, including sandstones, 
shales, and limestones, which 
were deposited during differ­
ent geological periods. The 
region's abundant rainfall 
and unique topography have 
given rise to breathtaking 
landscapes, including deep 
gorges,cascading waterfalls, 
and vast cavc systems, such 
as the famous Mawsmai and 
Kreni Liat Prali eaves.

By HH Mohr men
Dcvcsh Walia o f  NEHU 

an expert on the subject be­
lieves that the movement o f 
the landmass in its 70 mil­
lion years journey is also the 
reason that the state has so 
much diversity. In the over 70 
million years journey o f  the 
landmass. it has moved from 
the southern hemisphere and 
crossed over the region with 
equatorial cliiratic conditions 
to reach its present location. 
This has also influenced the 
kind o f  diversity the region 
hits.
The state’s strength vis-a-vis

nature-based solution
The geological history 

o f  the state is also the rea­
son for the forest cover that 
Meghalaya has in the differ­
ent regions of the state. In 
Mcglialaya. the forest cover 
in the State is 17.118.79 sq 
km which is 7 6 .3 6  % o f the 
state's geographical area. 
This isagain another strength 
that puts Meghalaya in the 
driver's scat of leading from 
the front in matters relating 
to nature-bated solutions. 
Although only 1.113 square 
KM o f the forested area is 
under the direct control o f  the

audience at the G20 meeting 
was also informed that more 
than 1900 applications for 
inclusion in the projcct were 
received from the commu­
nity. But it is also important 
that the government should 
not ignore the traditional 
knowledge that has helped 
protect these forests in the 
first place. It is an accepted 
fact the world over that the 
indigenous people who live 
in a territory  that covers 
about 25 %  o f  the world’s 
land surfacc. and has a popu­
lation of370million only, arc 
the custodians o f  about 80 
% o f  the global biodiversity. 
Fvcn though the indigenous 
people com prise a small 
population o f  less than 5% 
o f  the world’s population, 
and living in just a quarter o f 
the world's total land surfacc, 
they have been able to con­
serve the biodiversity in their 
respective regions. From the 
Amazon to the northeast re­
gion o f  India the areas where 
the indigenous people live arc 
biodiversity hotspots o f  their 
respective countries. It will 
be the government's loss if  it 
fails to take cognizance of tl>c

“ The Forth East region is situated on 
the eastern margin o f the Indian 

subcontinent, where the Indian plate 
collides with the Eurasian plate, 
resulting in complex geological 

processes. ”

FDI F lo w  In F a rm la n dDEA cautions, FPI jittery
By Shivaji Sarkar

W ho is to 
blame?

Editor,
I am grateful to N Marak 

for his letter, 'Tura as capi­
tal is incvitablc’(ST June
13.2023) in rc;iprocation 
to my letter. ‘Winter capi­
tal vk MBOSE* (ST June
12.2023). In response I 
wish to objectively assert 
that my submission is not 
in the least premised on 
hypocritical/'sarctimonious' 
stance. What I lave penned 
therein was in toto a ver­
batim discourse I had gar­
nered with assorted sections 
o f  people irrespective o f  
their communiti:s, ethnicity 
ct al. Hcncc. such reflec­
tions arc invariably not my 
subjective presentation. In 
csscncc, my periodical mis­
sives to newspapers arc not 
based on yellow journalism 
but painstaking fact-drivcn 
ground-work.

The allegations to de­
mean Garos as backwards, 
illiterate etc., against fellow 
citizens belonging to the 
same state are unfortunate 
Furthermore, it is stated that 
in course o f  these 51 years 
Garo candidates had got ap­
pointments in 27% to 34% 
out o f the 40% of the official­
ly allotted target: but Marak 
must recall that the major 
share o f the post o f  Chief 
Ministership have been held 
by the representatives from Garo Hills from the very

inception o f  Meghalaya as a 
State in 1972. to date in 2023 
when even today we have a 
ChicfMinistcr from the Garo 
community. Additionally, we 
have had a great number o f 
Garo officers who had been 
and are holding key govern­
ment departments dealing 
with joh-recrnitmcnis Im­
portantly. wc have had no 
less than six Chairpersons 
o f  MPSC belonging to the 
Garo community, like GC 
Momin. who was the first 
Chairperson. MPSC. LM 
Sangma. Ex-Law Officer 
and others who occupicd this 
covctcd post! Having such 
an-ay o f  influential oflicers 
and Ministers perse from this 
community. I still fail to un­
derstand why the latter have 
not brought to the fore the 
existence o f  loopholes in the 
Reservation policy, whereby 
the cankcr could have been 
nipped in the bud right from 
the initial stages. Now who 
is to blame?

Presently, wc arc given to 
understand that since many 
Garo jo b  applicants have 
been denied appointments 
in government departments 
based on the quota o f  Res­
ervation policy effective 
sincc 1972 . so the backlog 
reserved for them, being 
undone hitherto, ought to 
be filled by Garo applicants, 
henceforth. Thus, the job- 
applying youths from Khasi- 
Jaintia Hills will have to look askance at this ov erhaul

dispensation. Some arc even 
thrown into the w elter o f  
confusion, apprehending that 
they shall have to wait for 
half a ccntuiy before being 
able to secure a viable em­
ployment when the Reserva­
tion Quota Policy is pursued 
in letter and spirit as framed 
in 1972. Suchrcealibration, if 
effected, may arguably throw 
the affected youths into an 
Orwellian world! Again, who 
do wc blame here?

And as to the putported 
agitation to have a winter 
capital at Tura, I’m some­
what taken a back to say the 
least that some o f  my Garo 
friends from Fast Garo Hills 
district have convcyed to me 
their grouse saying that why 
Tura alone be privileged to 
have a winter capital. ‘Why 
not Williamnagar too have 
the honour o f  a capital in one 
o f  the four seasons?’

The sequential results o f 
such demand will be a sure 
recipe for unleashing a cas­
cading or domino effects for 
other districts o f  Meghalaya 
like Jowai. Nongstoiftand the 
rest o f  the districts to agitate 
for similar boons, leading to a 
litany of demands. At the end 
o f  the day wc will become, 
what Matthew Arnold wrote 
in his poem. Dover Beach, 
'Where the ignorant armies 
clash by night'!

Yours etc..
Jerome K Dicngdoh.

S h il lo n g -2

state government, the light at 
the end o f  th< tunnel is the 
traditional natural resource 
management hat was prac­
ticed sincc lime immemorial. 
Sincc a large ?art o f  the for­
est in the state is under the 
control o f  th; community, 
the state needs to take the 
community on board if  any 
Natural Resource Manage­
ment (NRM).a nature-based 
project the government ini­
tiated is to succeed. Me­ghalaya not only has a rich 
traditional knowledge o f  the 
NRM system in place but the 
traditional faming practices 
by farmers isratural fanning 
by default. ITiesc arc some 
o f  the strengths that the state 
and its people have to put 
Meghalaya in ihc driver's scat 
o f  leading the country and the 
world in green deals.

Green Meghalaya 
initiatives 

The Government deserves 
to be patted cn the back for 
introducing game-changing 
nature-based projects like 
the Payment for Ecological 
Sen ices < PES), the Seed Ball 
program, forest management 
plans, and other projects. It is 
also encouraging when the

W hy people 
fear doctors 
these days?

Editor.
It's not strange these days 

that many peojslc fear doctors 
as much as cat; fear cold wa­
ter. This fear k rooted in the 
perception that some doctors 
mercilessly p-escribc medi­
cines and treat their patients 
with a monciaiy profit motive 
only. I hc increasing cases 
o f  adverse “sdc effects" o f 
excessive anci wrong medi­
cines leading to irreversibly 
deteriorating patients’ health 
have further annoyed the 
general people.

It is noteworthy that “cer­
tain" unscrupulous doctors 
even have a penchant for 
recommending many un­
necessary "medical tests” 
to poor people struggling 
to make endf meet. Those 
poor people, clad in tattered 
elothes and worn-out slip­
pers, not having even a five 
hundred rupee note in their 
pockets, are compelled to 
spend between Rs 3000 to 
5000 for the minor ailments 
o f  their chile. As they are 
com pletely i literate, they 
have no option but to bonrow 
money from their relatives or 
friends. Tlieir only concern is 
to get their child cured. Only 
God knows how they finally 
manage to repay their loan. 
This ease has become very 
normal in every town and

traditions that have kept these 
forests intact for millions o f 
years now.
Leading the from the front 
in nature - based farming

A lthough to some ex­
tent the farming practices 
in the state have changed 
from traditional farming to 
consum cr-drivcn farming 
practices, a large section o f 
the farming population still 
use the traditional produc­
tion system. The different traditional food production 
systems o f  the people are the 
paddy fields, the bun system, 
the jhum, the kitchen garden, 
and the forest to name a few. 
These practices are not only 
common all over the state, 
but they had survived the test 
o f  time, and most importantly 
from the food sovereignty 
aspect they produce diverse 
food crops which arc also 
nutritious. In the traditional 
way o f  life, farming is also 
connected to culture as these 
different practices have a 
profound conncction with the 
culture o f  the people's life, 
and even the festivals they 
celcbratc arc linked to the 
practices. While the world is 
embarking on the journey o f

village.
A new breed o f  entrepre­

neurial doctors also have the 
knack for recommending 
several mcdicincs only from 
"particular pharmaceutical 
companies" despite the fact 
that similar medicines with 
the same combinations from 
other companies are available 
at far cheaper rates. Very few 
doctors prescribe generic 
medicines from Janaushadhi. 
Is this not an inhuman act?

Undeniably, greed for 
money has made some doc­
tors engage in activities that 
arc least expected from them. 
Such cunning doctors dis­
creetly establish cozy rela­
tionships with nursing homes 
and diagnostic centers. This 
is predominantly prevalent 
in major cities. These a l­
liances arc grounded on a 
foundation o f  kickbacks and 
commissions. The doctor gets 
a hefiy cut. and tlx; diagnostic 
center gets a steady stream of 
patients. Videos clippings o f 
such outrageous racketeer­
ing involving doctors and 
nursing homes oficn go viral 
on WhatsApp on a regular 
basis!

Doctors from private hos­
pitals in Guvvahati. point out 
the faults o f  doctors from 
S h illong  nursing  hom es 
while doctors from Apollo 
Hospitals and CMC Vellore 
accuse the private hospitals 
in Assam of wrong treatment. 
Most patient* complain o f  
being heartlessly exploited

regenerative fanning, Megha­
laya is already one step ahead 
in natural farming which is a 
traditional practice.

Meghalaya the hub 
of green initiative

During his inaugural ad­
dress at the G20 meeting, the 
Chief Minister also informed 
the gathering that in a very 
short time, the government 
will announce the Chief Min­
ister's Solar Mission. How­
ever, the Chief Minister is 
not consistent in his stand as 
at times he sounds like he is 
for green energy, and a few 
moments later, one would 
hear him say that the govern­
ment cannot stop illegal coal 
mining in the state, which 
is disappointing. The silver 
lining in all this is the fact 
the government has the best 
intentions at heart.

The other idea that was 
shared at the meeting was 
that perhaps Meghalaya can
le a d  t h e  c o u n t r y  in  in i t ia t in g
green entrepreneurship. The 
state can organise a national 
o r in ternational even t to 
promote green entrepreneur­
ship. Ihc other nature-based 
livelihood ac tiv itie s that 
the state can take a lead 
in is sustainable tourism. 
Right now the tourism that 
we have in the state is mass 
tourism which is not sustain­
able: perhaps more emphasis 
is needed on high-end and 
sustainable tourism.

G iven the strengths o f  
the state Meghalaya can also 
be the model state where 
indigenous knowledge for en­
vironment conservation and 
scicncc com plement each 
other. The need of the hour is 
to document all these ITKs 
which can then be studied 
and shared with others.
The Sacred Relationship

At the heart o f  these at­
tempts to put the state at the 
forefront o f  green deals, the 
effo rts will succeed only 
i f  nature takes center stage 
in whatever the state does. 
The chief minister also men­
tioned balancing livelihood 
with conservation but more often than not, wc find that 
every tim e wc facc such 
s ituations, nature alw ays 
takes the back seat. Nature 
i s  brushed asid e  to g ive 
way to human interest. The 
situation demands that there 
should be no compromise, 
and if  the world is to have 
a future, nature should take 
prcccdcncc over everything 
else. Meghalaya can bccomc 
a game changcr in the na­
ture-based initiatives i f  wc 
only realise that nature can 
solve bccausc it evolves and 
more im portantly because 
o f  the mutual love between 
nature and creation. Megha­
laya can be the model where 
this sacred relationship is 
respected.

by mcdical practitioners and 
nursing homes before receiv­
ing adequate care in Vellore 
at a meagre cost o f  a few 
thousand rupees.

A gentleman from Delhi 
says that wc arc practically 
in the most distressful situa­
tion when the ones sworn to 
protect humanity bccomc the very ones poised to squeeze 
the sweat and blood o f  the ag­
grieved. During COVID time, 
lots o f  mcdical institutes were 
exposed to how low they can 
stoop to make a quick buck.

G iven all these o u tra ­
geously unhealthy situations, 
it's high time these medical 
practices were brought under 
the microscope and scruti­
nized for what they truly arc. 
Breach o f  trust and grccd- 
driven overtures should not 
be allowed to deal a death 
blow to the fundamental es­
sence o f medical ethics and 
the profession. The mcdical 
fraternity should always up­
hold the Hippocratic oath in 
letter and spirit. Humanity 
should not succumb to the 
insincerity and hypocrisy 
o f  the over-commercialized 
health profession o f  modem 
limes.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gcwali.

Shillong
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T hese  arc  in te res tin g  
tim es, trying tim es and 
growth times. But these have 
pauses. India’s FDI in green­
field projects have risen to 
S49.3 billion. India cannot 
rest on laurels, says the Union 
Finance Ministry. And the 
end o f  sop*s has sent jitters 
down the foreign portfolio 
investors (FPI). reveals a 
tax authorities meeting at 
the sidelines o f  G20 meeting 
in Paris. Quite a scenario, 
indeed.

The World Investment 
Report o f  UNCTAD has 
come with good news that 
FPI in greenfield projects 
have increased by $5 billion 
investments in 2022 from 
a previous o f  S 44 billion. 
Apart from a sharp increase 
in foreign investments in greenfield—or new—proj­
ects in India, the report also 
noted the country was the 
second-largest recipient of 
international project financc 
in the world in 2022. Looks 
good. But is it really so?

Greenfield projects oc­
cupy those areas o f  land that 
have minimal to no structure. 
So, there are no expenditures 
associated with the clearance 
o f  farmlands at the green­
field sites. In short, these arc 
farmlands close to cities and 
have many strings attached. 
Fanners have reason to feel 
conccmcd as say in the Jcwar 
area of Bu andshahr Greater 
Noida in Uttar Pradesh.

The Department o f  Eco­
nomic Affairs (DEA) o f  the 
Financc Ministry has issued 
a significant caution in the 
pre-poll year. In its Annual 
Review 2)23, it says de­
spite growth, resilience in 
urban d cnand  conditions 
with higher auto sales, fuel

consumption and UP1 trans­
actions and rural demand on 
path to rc:ovcry, the pace 
can be hit by increasing 
geo-political stress, volatil­
ity in global systems, sharp 
correction in global stock 
markets, deep impact o f  El 
Nino, mocest trade activity 
and lower FDI inflows owing 
to frail glooal demand.

‘‘In 2022. emerging mar­
ket economics (EMEs) re­
mained subdued and volatile 
as gcopoliiical uncertainties 
rose. Global slowdown in 
investment flows to EMEs 
led to India's net FDI inflows 
dipping in FY 23”. the report 
says. IX'spttc this it says the 
GDP growth continued to 
remain around 7.2 percent. 
The cuncn account deficit. it 
adds, is unlikely to improve 
much and would be sustain­
able if  only ‘‘it is financed by 
nonnal capital flow's” .

Those investment blues have given sharp j itters to the 
foreign portfolio investors 
as the Indian and French Uix 
authorities meet in Paris. It 
has set off alarm bells among 
FPIsbascdin France. During 
the course of the meeting on 
double taxation avoidancc 
agreement between India and 
Francc has led to apprehen­
sion among foreign funds 
that India may soon renego­
tiate the treaty to eliminate 
capital gains tax exemption.

Currently. Francc and 
The Netherlands have major 
exemption on capital gains 
as per treaties with India for 
share sa Ics. Th is comcs ahead 
o f  Prime Minister Narcndra 
Modi’s visit to Paris in the 
coming week. In 2017. In­
dia renegotiated similar tax 
treaties with Singapore and 
Mauritius, ending capital 
gains exemptions. Similar 
provisions with Cyprus were 
also rcmo\ed.

Consequently, many for­
eign banks and large funds 
shifted their India equity 
trades away from Mauritius 
and Singapore to Francc, 
which is ihc tenth largest 
s o u rc e  o f  I P I  fu n d s  to  In d ia . 
It holds Rs 1.2 lakh crore se­

curities in the Indian market 
as on May 31. If this hap­
pens. the FPI flows would 
shift elsewhere and the ex­
posure to Indian markets 
may get rcduccd.

The UNCTAD report also 
notes that the inflows into 
India in 2022 were, however, 
significantly lower than what 
was seen in 2020 during the 
Covid-19 pandcmic. during 
which S64 billion o f  FDI 
entered the country.

Still Indian stock markets 
arc zooming to new highs 
but on the weekend on July 
7. Nifty 50 fell for the first 
time since it has been rising 
with the IIDFC merger. The 
US rate hikes have weighed 
on global equities. The Nifty 
fell by 0.85 percent to 19331 
and the BSE Scnscx lost 0.77pcrccnt at O5280. l his 
in itself may not be an exact 
indicator, but the US rate 
rise will have an impact on 
fund flows to India on many 
counts.

It has been observed 
whenever funds flow back to 
the US, the dollar becomes 
expensive, gold priccs fall 
and capital flow to the US 
increases at the cost o f  the 
developing world. The rupee 
may fall again. The caution 
o f  the Financc Ministry may 
not be so cursory as many 
would like to believe. This 
looks strange despite the 
growth statistics not being 
so dismal. I f  nothing ails it 
calls for retrospection as to 
why a S3 trillion economy 
wavers. There is a percep­
tion strengthened by the 
Reserve Bank o f  India that 
the priccs arc not softening 
to the extent it is required. 
It remains RBI’s conccrn 
bccausc rising prices erode

the purchasing capacity and 
lead to a thaw in the growth 
process.

It is also  an indicator 
that rising capital expenses 
largely on constructions and 
rebuilding o f  structures is 
not boosting the economy 
to the desired levels. It has 
made steel, cement and other 
essentials expensive, but 
it calls for a study whether 
the benefits arc percolating 
down.

ThcscFinancc Ministry 
observations could be chal­
lenged as well if  the GST 
collections at Rs 1.61 lakh 
crore arc taken into account. 
It means financial and eco­
nomic activity has grown. 
But why is it not seen in 
m anufacturing and other 
activ ities? The Purchas­
ing Managers Index also 
shows improvement. Still 
economic happiness is not 
a general trend. But it is said that all that GST col­
lects may not be exact. 
There arc reports o f  leak­
age. Or it may be that the 
refunds that arc to be made 
for GST arc also shown as 
collections. It is a flaw in the 
system. The monthly figures 
do not exactly reflect the 
refunds that GST makes for 
tax payments.

The greenfield invest­
ments that UNCT AD men­
tions also arc not that easy. 
It is bound in chains o f  
rules and lakes lime to gel 
released.T his requires a 
deeper look into the Finance 
Ministry assessments. Its 
apprehensions arc grave. 
Its pessimism on Ihc inter­
national scenario calls for 
caution. Though it has not 
spoken o f  debt burden but 
that too remains high.

A streak o f  hope larks in 
the projcct capital flows as 
the World Investment Report 
says. It is a silver lining that 
India has to weigh against 
the geo-political crisis. De­
spite India taking a lead 
in world affairs, it has to 
trudge cautiously to put the
c c o n o m y  o n  f a s t tra c k  o v e r ­
coming the hurdlcs.---INFA

“The UNCTAD report also notes that 
the inflows into India in 2022 were, 

however; significantly lower than what 
was seen in 2020 during the Covid-19 

pandemic, during which S64 billion o f 
FDI entered the country. ”
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Bengal Panchayat poll 
violence points to shifts 
in TMC support base

Art begins in imitation and ends in innovation.
—  M ason Cooley
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Meghalaya fares abysmally in PGI
THE performance grading index (PGI) for schools 
in India was introduced in 2017. It measures the 
status o f  school education across States and Union 
Territories (UTs). For two successive years Megha­
laya has performed abysmally ranking last among 
all States and UTs. It is time therefore for the State 
to admit where it’s going wrong and carry out seri­
ous and honest soul-searching so that the gaps can 
be addressed. The new PGI structure covers 73 
indicators, focused more on qualitative assessment 
besides including digital initiatives and teacher 
education. The grades levels obtained by States1' 
UTs in the previous edition o f the PGIs are thus not 
comparable to the grades/levels obtained by States.-1 
UTs in this new edition.

The PGI 2.0 structure comprises 1000 points 
across 73 indicators grouped into 2 categories viz.. 
Outcomes, Governance Management (GM). These 
categories are further divided into 6 domains, viz.. 
Learning Outcomes (LO), Access (A). Infrastructure 
& Facilities (IF), Equity (E), Governance Process 
(GP). Teachers Education and Training (TE&T). 
It is said that only the very best and most learned 
became teachers. In India since time immemorial 
teachers were accorded the status o f  'gurus* and 
society respcctcd them because they gave their all. 
These teachers passed on their knowledge, skills, and 
ethics to their students. Is it correct to say that only 
the very best become teachers in Meghalaya? Over 
the years much has been heard o f teachers being 
appointed in government schools through the back 
door, with each politician recommending names of 
his favoured candidate. This was bound to hit at the 
very foundations o f  teaching. The problem with the 
teaching profession is that once employed, teachers 
are never testec whether they have kept up and im­
proved upon th;ir teaching skills or have remained 
static. With the advent o f technology, teaching is 
no longer mere dissemination o f knowledge but a 
co-learning process where teacher and the taught 
learn from one another. The internet has become the 
greatest informer. What the teacher needs to do today 
is to problcmatisc issues and let students come up 
with answers - not just one correct answer but many. 
The students would then explain why they gave their 
respective answers.

O ur education system has measured learning 
outcomes based on examinations where students 
vomit out answers learnt by rote without using 
their reasoning skills. Howard Gardner's theory 
on multiple intelligences o f which 9 arc critical to 
education require to be adapted to Indian schools. 
Gardner names them as - 1. Verbal-linguistic intel­
ligence (w ell-developed verbal skills and sensitivity 
to the sounds, meanings and rhythms o f words) 2. 
Logical-mathcmatical intelligence (ability to think 
conceptually ai d abstractly, and capacity to discern 
logical and numerical patterns). 3. Spatial-visual 
intelligence (capacity to think in images and pictures, 
to visualize accurately and abstractly). 4. Bodily- 
kincsthctic intelligence (ability to control one's 
body movements and to handle objects skillftilly).5 
Musical intellicences (ability to producc and ap­
preciate rhythm, pitch and timbcr).6. Interpersonal 
intelligence (capacity to detect and respond appro­
priately to the moods, motivations and desires of 
others). 7. Intrapersonal (capacity to be self-aware 
and in tunc with inner feelings, values, beliefs and 
thinking proccsscs).8. Naturalist intelligence (ability 
to recognize and categorize plants, animals and other 
objects in naturc).9. Existential intelligence (sensi­
tivity and capacity to tackle deep questions about 
human existence such as, “What is the meaning of 
life? Why do we die? How did we get here?" Will 
the government take this matter to heart? After all. 
the future o f young Mcghalayan's is at stake.

What rice can tell us about our history
Rice is one o f  the most 

important staple food crops 
in the world. Together with 
maize and wheat, it provides 
more than 50% o f  the world's 
energy intake. And as such, 
there has been a great deal 
o f  debate regarding its place 
o f  origin and domestication, 
with both India and China 
laying claim to that title, with 
claims and counter-claims. 
H owever, what d o es not 
get much visibility in these 
debates is the contribution 
o f  indigenous peoples like 
the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo. 
who might have played a 
very important role in either 
the domestication or. most 
probably, the spread o f  the 
crop throughout the subcon­
tinent. In fact, their part in 
the rice story can also reveal 
a lot o f  their own history 
much o f  which is not known 
because o f  the lack o f  written 
records or the availability o f 
archaeological sites, which 
are still very few and far 
between.

Presently, there are two 
cultivated rice species: Otyza 
saliva, known as Asian rice, 
which again has two sub­
species. Oryza sativa indica 
and Oryza sativa japonica: 
and Oryza glaberrima. also 
commonly known as Afri­
can rice. The latter is said 
to have originated in West 
Africa around 3000 years 
ago. where it is still being 
grown. Oryza sativa. on the 
other hand, is accepted to 
be the oldest and economi­
cally the most important. In 
fact, it is replacing Oryza 
glaberrima in its areas o f  
erstwhile dominance. When 
it com es to O ryza sativa 
itself, there are intensely 
competing claims regarding 
its place o f  birth. There arc 
two competing theories: the 
single-origin theory, which 
suggests that Oryza sativa in­
dica andOryza sativa japon­
ica were domesticated once 
from the wild rice Oryza 
nifipogon, and the multiplc- origin theory, which suggests 
that they were domesticated 
separately in different parts 
o f  Asia. Even ifboth theories 
are correct, it raises the ques­
tion Who was first?

The China origin theory 
has been discussed by Bri- 
ana L. G ross and Zhijun 
Zhao in their 2014 paper. 
‘Archaeological and Genetic 
Insights into the Origins o f  
Domesticated Rice’. Accord­
ing to them, domestication 
o f  Oryza sativa japonica 
happened around 8000 years 
ago in the Yangtze River 
valley o f  southern China. At 
the same time, there appears 
to have been an independent 
origin for the cultivation o f 
ancestral indica or proto- 
indica rice taking placc in 
the Ganges plains as well. 
But die plant was completely

Bv Bhogtoram Mawroh
domesticated wily when do­
mesticated japonica arrived 
from China and hybridised 
with it aboui 4.000 years 
ago. This work was referred 
lo by Ewen Callaway in his 
story 'The Binh o f  Rice, pub­
lished in N am e, the world's 
leading m ultidisciplinary 
science journal. Biswajeet 
Thankur. Anju Saxena. and 
Indcrbir Singh in their 2018 
paper, ‘Paddy Cultivation 
during the Early Holoccnc: 
Evidence from Diatoms in 
L ahuradew a L ake S ed i­
ments, Gang) Plain, pub­
lished in Cuircnt Scicncc. 
which is Ind ia 's leading 
inter-disciplinary science 
jou rnal, however, argued 
that based on ihc occurrence 
o f  diatoms (microorganisms 
that in land ar; found in riv­
er* and lakes), the date o f
paddy domcsiication in the 
G angetic valley is earlier 
than those recorded in China, 
i.e.. around 9000 years ago. 
The debate regarding the 
antiquity o f  the antecedent 
aside, there is ;onsensus that 
the present indica is a hybrid 
o f  the japonica with an al­
ready existing Indian, most 
probably semi-domesticated 
species. How did this hy­
bridization happen? It is here 
that the story of the Garo and 
the Khasi-Jaintia becomes 
important.

On the 12th o f  January 
2009. the l-'iruncia) Express 
published a itory ’6.000- 
year-old spccics o f  rice dis­
covered in Meghalaya' in 
which they mentioned that 
the Meghalaya Mission for 
Indigenous Knowledge had 
found a 6.000-ycar-old tra­
ditional spccics o f  rice from 
the village o f Sandolpara 
in Garo Hills. This particu­
lar village w is the subject 
o f  Mira Nair's film ‘Still, 
the Children Arc Here*. It 
is interesting to note that 
N orth East india (where 
M eghalaya tn d  the Garo 
Hills are locaicd) lies at the 
transition bclwccn South. 
Southeast, and East Asia. 
Having received migrations 
from both directions, there 
is a high possibility that not 
just people b jt crops must 
also  have passed through 
the region. Therefore, if the 
japonica arrived from China 
and hybridiscJ with the In­
dian variety to produce the 
indica about 40(H) years ago. 
as claimed by the China ori­
gin theory. thc6000-ycar-old 
rice from Sandolpara could 
represent the transition.

However, there are other 
possibilities as well. Hie wild 
relative o f  rice, Oryza rufi- 
pogon is widely distributed 
throughout South. Southeast, 
and East Asia. Could the rice 
found in Garo Hills be some­

thing that has been developed 
independently by the Garo. 
i.e.. an indigenous indepen­
dent invention? Or. depend­
ing on the migration history, 
did the Garos adopt it from a 
community that might have 
arrived in the region a little 
earlier? It is the last question 
that brings the Khasi-Jaintia 
into this story.

The Khasi-Jaintia people 
belong to the Austro-Asiatic 
linguistic family, which has 
been acknowledged to be 
one o f the oldest groups in 
the subcontinent. The 2013 
paper ‘Two thousand years 
of iron smelting in the Khasi 
Hills, Meghalaya, North East 
India' by Pawel Prokop and 
Irencusz Suliga has suggested 
that, based on iron smelting, 
the Khasi-Jaintia must have 
i n h a b i t e d  t h e  a r e a  k n o w n
today as Meghalaya for at 
least the last 2000 years. At 
the end o f  the paper, they also 
mentioned that ‘‘the Khasi 
and Jaintia groups, belonging 
to the Austro-Asiatic lan­
guage family, migrated from 
Southeast Asia and spread up 
to the lower Ganges around 
3000 BC." o r 5000 years 
ago. These dates have been 
corroborated by other stud­
ies as well. The 2015 paper 
‘A late Neolithic expansion 
o f  Y chromosomal haplo- 
group 02al*M 95 from east 
to west* by Arun Kumar and 
his colleagues proposes that 
02al-M 95 carrying people 
(which is distributed across 
the Austro-Asiatic speaking 
belt o f  East and South Asia, 
i.e.. it is found among the 
Khasi-Jaintia as well) arrived 
in the North East during the 
late Neolithic period, around 
4000 BCE and 2000 BCE. 
or 6000 and 4000 years ago. 
The latter is also the date 
when the Khasi-Jaintia and 
the Munda last shared a com­
mon ancestor. Herein lies die

dcrcrs. Kings. Merchants: 
The Story o f  India through 
Its Languages', Peggy Mo­
han d esc rib es M unda as 
one o f  the original people 
o f  the Gangetic Plain who 
w ere grow ing rice in the 
Lahurdcwa area (Gangetic 
plains) for 7000 years. Then, 
around 4000 years ago. they 
came into contact with the 
Austro-Asiatic migrants who 
brought the japonica rice 
with them. This group then 
not only bred with the lo­
cal Munda women (on the 
maternal side, Munda have 
75.2% Indian ancestry, while 
on the paternal side, they 
have 60.56 .Southeast Asian 
ancestry ), but also  com ­
bined the local rice with the 
one they brought, creating 
the now-indica rice. Peggy

Mohan, however, did not 
think that the Austro-Asiatic 
migrants who mingled with 
the native Munch were the 
Khasi-Jaintia. but that they 
were an earlier group. How­
ever. genetic evidence from 
the 2015 paper by Arun Ku­
mar and his colleagues hints 
at the strong possibility that 
the group could actually have 
been the K hasi-Jaintia. a 
group o f  whom, mostly men. 
travelled to the G angetic 
plain and mingled with the 
local population, who are 
now called Munda. while at 
the same time creating the 
indica strain by mixing with 
the japonica rice they had 
brought from their original 
homeland. The date during 
which this happened, around 
4000 years ago. matches the 
date when the domesticated 
japonica arrived from China 
and hybridised to create the 
in d ic a  v a r ie ty  ( B r ia n s  L. 
Gross and Zhijun Zhao), the 
date when Khasi-Jaintia and 
Munda shared a common 
ancestry (Anin Kumar and 
his colleagues), and when 
A ustro -A sia tic  m igran ts 
came into contact with the 
inhabitants o f  the Gangetic 
plains who were growing 
rice (Peggy Mohan). Since 
the Garo. who belong to the 
Kokborok language group 
(which includes the Bodo 
and Tipra groups as well) 
o f  the larger Sino-Tibetan 
language family, were among 
the earliest group after the 
Khasi-Jaintia to have arrived 
in the North East, they would 
have brought their own rice 
or taken it from the people 
who were already there, i.e., 
the Khasi-Jaintia: thus, the 
6000-year-old rice in San­
dolpara.

All of this happened long 
before the arrival o f  the 
Indo-European people, who 
brought Sanskrit around 3500 
years ago to the subcontinent 
and were the progenitors of 
the Vcdic civilization, which 
included the development of 
Hinduism as an important re­
ligious ideology. In short, the 
history o f  the Khasi-Jaintia 
and the Garo told through 
rice is one o f  the oldest in 
the subcontinent. However, 
it is not a story that is often 
told or known, which is un­
fortunate considering what 
they did is what made pos­
sible the emergence o f  the 
subsequent Indie civilization, 
culminating in the modern 
nation-state o f  India today. 
Hopefully, more work will 
be done in the future so that 
we can leam more about this 
story, of which we are all the 
product of.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f  the 
author and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation lo any 
organization or institution)

K udos to 
Rangbah  
Shnong  

Laitum khrah !
Editor,
Following the incident 

that happened on Thursday 
midnight at the Laitumkhrah 
Policc Station. I would like 
to express my appreciation 
for the swift action taken 
by the Headman of Laitum­
khrah, Bah Andrew Jyrwa. 
The people o f  Laitumkhrah 
have made the right choice 
in electing a very able and 
responsible person as the 
Headman. I saw a video 
o f  Bah Jyrwa visiting the 
roadside stalls in the late 
evening requesting them to 
shut down by 10 pm which 
is the right decision. As a 
resident o f  Laitumkhrah, 
I *ve personally had sleepless 
nights because ears would 
park near my home blasting 
music during the wee hours. 
People, mostly inebriated, 
would chat in loud voices 
and laugh hysterically with­
out any conside'ation for 
people who need to wake 
up early and attend work the 
next day. There are families 
with ailing parentsand sound 
sleep is required. Therefore, 
such activ ities should be 
prevented especially in resi­
dential areas.

I cannot recall tow many 
times I 've  had to call the

police on such late night 
activities but those fell on 
d e a f  cars. On one o cca­
sion. 1 had to call the police 
four times because nobody 
turned up to take any action. 
I am glad that someone like Bah Jyrwa actually took the 
responsibility to make the 
effort to put a stop to these 
late night gatherings when 
nobody could do anything in 
the past years. Bah Andrew. 
Thank you and 1 hope you 
continue to provide such 
service to the residents o f  
Laitumkhrah.

Yours etc., 
D. Lyngdoh 
Shillong- 3

Sham e on 
exploitative  

doctors
Editor,
I express my sincere ap­

preciation to Salil Gcwali for 
the eye-opening letter under 
the caption “Why people 
fear doctors these days.” The 
letter poinLs out very genuine 
issues, infonning us o f  the 
real facts regarding how- 
heartless doctors victimize 
the sick. It resonates with 
the experiences and fears 
many people have concern­
ing the medical profession 
these days.One aspect that stood 
out for me was Gcwali*s 
example o f  doctors prescrib­
ing excessive and unneces­
sary m edications d riven

by monetary motives. This 
practice has not only led to 
adverse side effects but has 
also  worsened the health 
o f  patients irreversibly. My 
own close relative is the 
victim o f  excess intake of gastric tablets Zinctac and 
antibiotics. Doctors never 
said they have bad effects 
on our body, like irregu­
lar heartbeats. BP, eyesight 
problems, kidney problems 
etc. They just prescribe the 
medicines without taking 
into account the side cftccts 
o f  those allopathic drugs.

It is very true that people 
arc burdened with expensive 
medical tests, even for minor 
illnesses. In particular, when 
you visit nursing homes, 
they will extract money by 
asking you to do multiple 
medical tests. The test re­
ports o f  Shillong hospitals 
will not be accepted by Gu- 
wahati hospitals and they 
again make the patients go 
for fresh rounds o f  ntcdical 
tests. This is com pletely 
unethical and is aimed at 
looting  innocent people. 
Why is the government not 
taking action against the 
corrupt motives o f  medical 
practitioners and nursing 
homes? Doctors themselves 
have tarnished their own re­
spectful profession by being 
so exploitative. Our leaders 
must speak up. at least for the 
sake o f  the weaker section of 
the population.

Thank you Gcwali. for

your bold IctKr. And shame 
on exploitative doctors!

Yours etc..
Robert Lyngdoh.

Via email
Stop teacher  

bashing please!
Editor.
When will teacher bash­

ing. bullying and exploita­
tion, and now holding them 
to ransom by the govern­
ment give way to a more 
mature and studied approach 
towards the leaching com­
munity? I shake my head in 
wonderment that the right 
hand o f  the government of­
fice doesn't know what the 
left hand is doing as seen in 
the front page headlines of 
The Shillong Times. 'EJH 
teachers slam govt's threat 
to delay salaries' (ST July 
10. 2023).

Going by the report the 
politicians and government 
servants arc acting indepen­
dently o f  one another! Docs 
the DC have the mandated 
authority to impose an order 
that not just infringes on 
personal freedom, but also 
exposes them to cyber fraud? 
Certainly a vehement NOT! 
His insistence that teachers 
abide with tire Attendance 
App by a private provider is 
nefarious and fishy! (Oh. I 
immediately jump to conclu­
sions! I see green! Piles of 
them!). I f  the app is solely 
to monitor teachers' atten­

dance. then there arc other 
gadgets in use in many other 
working ccntrcs and even in 
some schools at the main 
gate through biometrics. 
(N orm ally by left thumb 
impression).Instead o f  trying to bull­
doze his way on the matter 
and pulling rank, the DC 
should address all the issues 
raised  by JAC" o f  school 
teachcrs with a thorough 
knowledge befitting a sea­
soned civil servant!

I marvel at the novel sug­
gestion o f  Aristotle Rymbai. 
MSSASA to provide mobile 
handsets to all teachcrs who 
will then willingly comply 
with the order o f  Attendance 
App. This suggestion has 
check-m ated the govern­
ment!

Yours etc..
Kevin Phillips 

Shillong - 19
Population not 

the problem
Editor.
One o f  the most common 

excuses touted by Prime 
Ministers and Chief Minis­
ters for the dismal economic 
performance o f  India is that 
there is an overpopulation 
problem. For example, over­
population is alleged to be 
the root cause o f  food short­
ages and pollution. Even superficial inquiry reveals 
the lack o f  foundation for 
such pessimistic claims.

The population o f  India

and China arc almost the 
same, yet China's GDP per 
capita o f  SUSD 12.556 tow- 
ers above India's GDP per 
capita o f  SUSD 2,256. Not 
only is China a richer coun­
try despite having a similar 
population size: it also has 
an cfteciivc food distribution 
system. M oreover. China 
has fewer polluted cities. 
According to Eco Experts, 
six o f  the ten most polluted 
cities in the world are in In­
dia and the remaining four in 
Argentina, Pakistan and Rus­
sia. Notably, none o f  the top 
ten most polluted cities are in 
China. In fact, the opposite is true: people, particularly 
skilled pcopie,are a countty’s 
greatest asset. This is shown 
by Professor Julian Simon in 
his book The Ultimate Re­
source 2. Governments are good at distracting attention 
trom their failures and plac­
ing the blame on anyone or 
anything except themselves. 
The biggest failure o f  Indian 
governments w hether cen­
tral or state has been their 
unwillingness to permit In­
dia to become an advanced 
developed nation along the 
lines o f  Singapore. Hong 
Kong or South Korea.

Yours ctc..
Sukrit Sabhlok 

New South Wales. Australia
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page are 
the views o f  the writers' 
au thors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

By Arun Srivastava
The nature and ch ar­

acter o f  the West Bengal 
panchayat poll violence, 
which claimed 17 lives, two 
less than the 2018 poll vio­
lence, underscores an omi­
nous development for the 
ruling Tnnamool Congress 
which was at the receiving 
end o f  the brutality. This also 
underlines a significant shift 
in the patt;m o f  the violence, 
on who is inflicting it and on 
whom. Out o f  the 17 persons 
who died in violence, nine 
were from TMC. Usually, 
the ruling party docs not 
suffer hu_:c casualties. But 
in this election. TMC’s loss 
could be described as sub­
stantial.

Electoral v iolence has 
been cndcmic in Bihar and 
West Bcrgal. as an instru­
ment for seizure o f  power. 
In the p tst, the dominant 
caste, for preserving its class 
interest, has been using elec­
tions as an effective tool. A 
deeper analysis o f  the elec­
toral violence would make it 
distinctly clear that the OBC 
and Dalits, who have been 
traditionally denied their 
rights, resorted to violence to 
assert their identity. In a way. 
electoral violence symbol­
ises the light for assertion1' 
suppression o f  marginalised 
identities.

But o:' late, the nature 
and charic ter o f  violence 
has undergone a sea change. 
Like a consumer commodity, 
the violence is also being 
marketed.The media, which 
has abandoned its ethical 
commitment, has been play­
ing a significant role. Earlier, 
the electoral violence was a 
means to have a share in the 
political decision-making: 
now it is used to get a share 
o f  the government develop­
ment money. In recent years, 
allocations for rural develop­
ment, to be spent through 
panchayats. have seen many- 
fold increase.

Expose o f  co rruption  
c a s e s  in v o lv in g  m a s s iv e  
government funds have been 
regularly umbling out o f  the 
government enquiries and 
files. All political parties 
are desperate to tap into this 
stream of huge fund. Obvi­
ously, the leadership has to 
engage in some violence. 
Only twenty years back, a 
panchayat chief would be 
seen moving around barefoot 
or on a cycle. But now hav­
ing a luxury car has bccomc 
a political necessity to dem­
onstrate muscle power.

G overnor C V Anand 
Bose adopting p roactive 
stance just ahead o f  the elec­
tion and steadily humiliating 
the SEC Rajiv Sinha and 
publicly admonishing him 
for his failure to ensure a 
free and fair election, has 
already sent a clear signal 
that the BIP will resort to all 
kind o f  devices to win the 
election for exercising its 
authority and wrest control 
o f  rural Bengal. A fter his 
daylong visit to the areas 
where elections were held. 
Bose said: "This political 
holi with human blood has to 
end.*’Over the last fortnight, 
the Governor visited Bhan- 
gar. Canning and Basanti in 
South 24 Parganas, besides 
Dinhata in Cooch Behar dis­
trict. For the first time. Raj 
Bhavan played an active role 
in ensuring that a "violcncc- 
freeclcciim” takes placc. I le 
had opened a ’Peace Home' 
to address complaints o f  the 
aam aadmi. But his move 
failed to yield any result. 
At least 39 deaths had been 
witnessed during the 2013 
panchaya election process. 
36 in 200? and 70 in 2003.

Besides Bihar. Bengal 
is the only state where its 
rural population has been the 
target o f  the BJP. BJP might 
have adopted a more aggres­
sive posture in the state, if 
the party was not split verti­
cally on the lines o f  turncoats 
and orig  nal cadres. This 
division I'as in fact comc as 
a boon is disguise for the 
TMC to maintain its grip in 
other part; o f  the state. The 
original BJP cadres having 
a strong base, laid down 
by RSS, managed to swing 
the voters especially in the 
region ofuoith Bengal.

The signal that the going 
would get tough for the TMC 
was also sent across by Md

Salim (CPM suite secretary), 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 
(Congress state unit chicf). 
and Sukanta Majumdar (BJP 
state unit chief), through 
their cumulative threats of 
positive resistance. This was 
more than mere warning for 
the TMC that it was losing 
peoples'support. Had it not 
been the case, the sections 
among the common people 
would not have lent moral 
support to the opposition 
action.

A nalysts and political 
circ les nevertheless hold 
the view that TMC chief 
Mamata Banerjec had sensed 
well before the electoral 
process was launched that 
a section o f  its support base 
was shifting back to its par­
ent party, which was why she 
did not undertake extensive 
campaigning. Yet another 
factor which pointed to peo­
ple getting disillusioned got 
manifest in low voter turnout 
o f66.28 per cent. This years 
vote was less by 5-7 per­
cent compared to the usual 
voter turnout in Bengal’s 
countryside in all formats of 
elections.

Notwithstanding political 
and electoral violence being 
endemic in state, it has never 
discouraged the people to 
participate in the process. 
Even during the sixties and 
seventies, when the state 
w itnessed unprecedented 
violence against the peoples’ 
struggle, the voter turnout 
had been over 72-75 percent. 
Voters also did not deter state 
witnessing ‘‘scientific’’ rig­
ging, manipulation of voters’ 
lists, booth nuinagcmcnt and 
or outright capture. But this 
time, it witnessed a drastic 
decline.

Though being goaded 
by the Calcutta High Court. 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah had sent central forces, 
it was not adequate to man 
all the polling stations. Inci­
dentally, their role has come 
u n d e r  s c a n n e r .  Q u e s t io n s  a r e
being asked, why the central 
forces must not share the 
blame for the deaths? Wasn’t 
the deployment o f  central 
forces the main dem and 
o f  the O pposition? Now 
that there are central forces 
across Bengal, why aren’t 
they being blamed for mis­
handling the entire voting 
process? Central forces were 
missing from most polling 
booths.

Soon after TMC leaders 
came out with this allega­
tion. the vice-president o f  
the BJ P Dilip Ghosh accused 
the state government o f  not 
deploying the central forces. 
He also came out with the 
argument that if the central 
forces had been deployed, 
this number o f  people would 
not have lost their lives. 
In all fairness, he should 
have posed this question 
to Governor Bose who has 
been personally monitoring 
the election. Central forces 
w ere not posted even in 
Bhangar. which witnessed 
the first violent incident, 
even beforc the process of 
filing nominations had be­
gun. Local newspapers car- 
ricd reports that forces had 
not reached there till 1.30 
pm. Quite interestingly, by 
that time polls were over. 
All 975 votes were already 
cast. Senior officials o f  the 
State Election Commission 
are on record saying that 
590 companies had reached 
Bengal. The figure crossed 
the 600-mark by Saturday 
morning with several parts 
o f  the state going to polls 
without security cover.

SEC can deploy the forc­
es. The Union home ministry 
had to dispatch the forces. 
The reports underline that 
with a target o f  822 com­
panies o f  central forces. 1G 
o f  BSF, S.C. Budakoti. had 
decided to deploy at least 
four personnel at a polling 
station if it had one or at most 
two booths. It is worth recall­
ing that while entertaining 
the petition from the BJP 
leaders, on July 4, Calcutta 
High Court had directed for 
deployment ofccntral forces 
in every booth. That did not 
happen as the force refused 
toeleploy less than 4 pcisotis 
(ha lf  a com pany) at one 
placc, said a senior police 
officer o f  the state policc.
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4 The most violent element in society 
is ignorance. ”

—  fcm m a G o ld m an
The Shillong T im es
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Shame on Bengal

A mix o f  poverty and politics crcatcs lethal 
situations. This is the case with West Bengal, 
where the gram panchayat elections resulted in 
the m urder of over 40  persons. Most o f  these, if 
not all, were from poor backgrounds. Like flies 
to fire, they 'Acre drawn to aggressive politics. 
What however added to this poignant situation 
were the rccklcss and irresponsible stands taken 
by the state election commission. Despite direc­
tives from the high court to call in central forces 
for deployment in sensitive areas, it dragged the 
m atter and responded late. Its decision to hold 
the three-tier polls across the state on a single 
day also resulted in the present chaotic situa­
tion. Worse, ihe ruling TM C’s internal problems 
added to the acts o f aggression in the streets. 
Hence the elections proved yet again that the 
ailing  party is unbeatable across districts. It is 
a  debatable point whether this election exercise 
added another feather to M am ata Banerjee’s 
political cap or heaped sham e on her.

West Bengal is today among the poorest states
-  a far cry from what it w as even in the post- 
Independence days. Bengal led this nation in 
the first phase o f  British rule here, after the East 
India Company established its base in Calcutta. 
Bengal was regarded for long as the intellectual 
capital o f  the nation, thanks to the presence o f  
those like Tagore. Politics has much to do with 
its degradation to being a picture o f  poverty, 
want and political fights for the past several 
decades. The people there, even the Bhadraloks, 
breathe politics. Arguments where no argument 
is needed arc the norm. The undoing for West 
Bengal started with the installation o f  a C om ­
m unist-led government in 1977, which through 
repeated terms lasted till 2011. Its beginning was 
on an inspiring note with a  W estern-educated 
Jyoti Basu taking charge as chief m inister and 
initiating progressive steps like land reforms. 
Fighting the Centre, then run by the Congress, 
was the Communist governm ents' main obses­
sion. knowing little that this had the potential 
to undercut ihe state 's growth in the economic 
and infrastructure fields. Curiously, a few years 
after the Trinamool Congress o f  M amata Bancr- 
jee  took charge o f  the state, she too eventually 
raised the ante against the Centre.

Politics in 3cngal has undergone a  sea change, 
though. The oncc-powcrful Congress and the 
formerly well-entrenched CP1-M arc today a 
pale shadow of their former selves. Communists 
had engaged in verbal crusades for the poor and 
showed no matching obsession to uplift them. 
Industries fled the state due to the culturc o f  
strikes at the behest o f the reds. Job opportunities 
have shrunk. Uplift o f  the state today is easier 
said than done.

Wild Mushroom: When 
ignorance is not bliss

Every mushroom season 
ihcrc arc reports o f  rural 
folks falling sick and. in 
some cases, even dying o f  
mushroom poisoning. This 
articic attem pts to create 
awareness about some edible 
wild mushroom found in cer­
tain areas o f  Meghalaya.

Mushrooms arc macro- 
fungi with outstanding fruit­
ing bodies that can be hypo- 
gcous or cpigcous, large 
enough to be seen with 
the naked eye, and can be 
picked by hand (Chang S T
& Miles 1992). Macrofungi 
such as Mushrooms serve 
as an important dietary food 
in many countries (Gbo- 
lagade J. 2006). According 
to I lawks worth (2012) at 
present there arc approxi­
mately 3 million fungi o f  
which only 140.000 species 
produce fruiting bodies o f  
sufficient si/e  and suitable 
structure to be considered as 
mushrooms.

Mushrooms arc not only 
prized for their splendid 
tasteful flavour, they also 
serve as a good healthy 
supplement. In addition to 
proteins, sugar, glycogen, 
lipid, vitamins, amino acid, 
and curd fiber, mushrooms 
possess some essential min­
eral nutrients which an: con­
sidered key factors for the 
normal functioning o f  the 
body (Gbolagadc J. Ajayi
A. Oku I, Wankasi D 2006) 
(Kalac P 2009). Mushroom 
is a general term used mainly 
for the fruiting body o f  the 
macrotungi (Ascoinycota & 
Basidiomycota) and repre­
sents only a short reproduc­
tive stage in their life cycle 
(Kanad Das 2010).

They arc immensely di­
verse in terms o f  morphol­
ogy, host preference, fruiting 
period, ctc. Whenever rains 
arrive, mushrooms appear 
soon after, flourishing in 
suitable habitats (Kanad Das 
2014).

Mushroom is an envi­
ronmentally friendly forest 
product because it can be 
harvested without harming 
the environment or to the 
ecosystem where it is found. 
Mushroom collection is also 
another source o f  livelihood 
for rural and urban folks en­
gaged in this activity. Sincc 
mushrooms occur in a par­
ticular season it is a seasonal 
activity for the practitioners. 
More importantly, sincc this 
activity is also commonly 
practiced by women it is 
also therefore an activity that 
helps women earn seasonal 
livelihoods.

Although the Pnars o f  
Meghalaya have sincc time 
immemorial been consum­
ing varieties o f  wild edibles 
which include many varieties 
o f  mushrooms, no proper 
study has been done on this 
subject.

There have been several 
eases of people dying af­
ter consum ing poisonous 
mushrooms, hcncc it is very 
important to understand the 
traditional knowledge asso-

Ry Melanie Pas salt
dated with identifying edible 
mushrooms from tlx* poison­
ous ones. The local mush­
room collectors have inherit­
ed this knowledge from their 
ancestors. Allhough only a 
few o f  the 70-80 species o f 
poisonous mushrooms arc 
fatal when irgcstcd. many 
of these deadly fungi bear 
an unfortunate resemblance 
to edible spccies and arc 
thus especially dangerous 
(Melissa Peitruzzcllo Ency­
clopaedia Briiannica).

Mushrooms arc unique 
and delicate ilants and the 
weather, climatic condition, 
and altitude of the area have 
a major influence on the life 
and growth o f mushrooms. 
Therefore to understand the 
factors that influcncc the 
growth o f  mushrooms, there 
is a need to includc the study o f  the weather, climatic con­
ditions. and altitude o f  the 
areas in one chapter o f  the 
projcct. This chapter includes 
information about the topog­
raphy o f  the area from where 
the samples were collcctcd.

The altitude o f  the area 
from where the sam ples 
were collcctcd is be­
tween 1125 me­
ters above 
sea  level 
to 1350

ters.
R ainfall d is­

tribution  in the 
study areas varies 
between 3320.50 mm 
and 3745.60 mm. Re­
garding temperature, 
mushrooms grow at a 
temperature between a 
Maximum o f 30.76°
C and a Minimum 
o f  15.45° C. It 
also grows when 
the humidity level 
is between 2011 Morning -  
1907.34 Evening -  864.48. 
For a inushromi to grow all 
the abov e fac ore need to be 
in a proper proportion and at
the right time

The study revealed that 
the area is rick with wild ed­
ible mushroons which arc 
found in abundance in the 
area. Wild edible mushrooms 
arc a source of nutrients for 
the local people in the area. 
Besides, the collection and 
sale o f  mushrooms is an 
incomc-gencration activity 
for the locals.

A total o f  13 species o f 
wild edible mushrooms were 
documented diring the study 
period and these arc some o f 
the wild edible mushrooms 
found in the study areas in the 
West Jaintia Hills district. Tit 
khlichsoo (Ruisularosea). Tit 
soo (Scleroderma citrinum). 
Ti t jwat (Fav d  usspatulatus). 
Tit tadong (Gomphusflocco- 
sus). Tit doHTil tung (Lac- 
tariusvolemu)s. Tit kjctsyiar

(ClauvlinaCristata). Tit kjct­
syiar (Ramariastricta), Tit 
kjctsyiar (Ramaria spccics). 
Tit stem (Cartcrcllusodcra- 
tus). Tit kjcthati (Tricholo* 
maviridiolivaccum). Tit stem 
(Cartcrellusoderatus), Tit 
Khangaipyllcng (Cantharcl- 
luscibarius). Tit phlang (Ter- 
mitomyccshcimii), and Tit 
citlcn (Lactariusdcliciosus).

The Jain tias consum e 
mushrooms either by frying 
them with little oil or cook­
ing the mushrooms along 
with grounded sesame seeds. 
Til yrnbu (breast-likc) Mush­
room is another popular wild 
edible mushroom, it iscallcd 
Tit-kymbu because it re­
sembles a human breast but it 
is also known as Tit-soo (red 
mushroom) perhaps because 
o f  its red colour. Tip-ymbu is 
similar to commercially cul­tured button mushrooms but 
is slightly bigger and longer 
than button mushrooms. It 
grows underneath pine trees 
between July and August. It 
can be found almost every­
where in Jaintia hills.

Tit-kjct syiar(chicken-Icg 
like m ushroom) like Tit- 

kymbu. Tit-kjct sy- 
iar also grows 

underneath
tre e s

p lantation . 
T it-k jc t sy- 

iar also grows 
at the same time 

o f  the year which is 
July end and the be­
ginning o f  August 
every year. Tit-kjct 
syiar looks like a tree 
with branches with­
out leaves and it is 
whitish in colour. 
It also looks like 

an uprooted plant 
upside down.

Tit-dong chkor chrich 
(litcrarily means monkcy- 
car-edgc like mushroom) and 
is named so bccausc it looks 
like a rolling monkey's car. It 
grows below or on the floor 
o f  Sase (local name) tree and 
it can also be found almost 
everywhere in Jaintia hills. 
Tit-Khlcifl syiar is called so 
bccausc it resembles chicken 
fat collected inside the body 
o f  the chicken and it grows 
in the pine trees yard.

The ability to distinguish 
edible from non-edible wild 
mushrooms was handed over 
from one generation to an­
other by way o f  observa­
tion and oral tradition. How 
can one differentiate a toxic 
mushroom from a non-toxic 
one: one elder said that they 
look for signs from animals, 
particularly cows. If cows 
cat a particular mushroom 
then tlxr conclusion is that the 
same mushroom is also fit for 
human consumption.

Unfortunately due to the 
gradual shrinking o f  forest 
cover in the Jaintia Hills dis­
trict. during interaction; the 
mushroom collcctors com­
plained about the diminish­
ing quantity o f  mushrooms 
collcctcd during one trip 
when compared with similar 
trips taken in the previous 
year. The first forest that was 
a fleeted by deforestation is 
one which is closest to hu­
man settlements; hence as 
time goes collcctors have to 
go to the forests which arc 
further away from the village 
to collect mushrooms. Sincc 
forests closer to the villages 
are gradually disappearing, 
the collectors, unlike in the 
past have to walk long dis­
tances to be able to collect 
mushrooms.

Generally, mushroom col­
lection is the job of women 
and a mushroom collection 
trip will includc females, 
children. youths, and adults. 
There is a general dcclinc in 
the quantity o f  mushrooms 
collcctcd on a normal col­
lection trip and this is true o f 
all the different varieties o f 
mushrooms. Sometimes boys 
accompany their parents and 
siblings on mushroom col­
lection trips.

Cow herders also collect 
mushrooms when they take 
their cows for feeding in the 
forest. But unlike the women 
folk, the cow herders collect 
mushrooms mostly for their 
consumption.

Consuming wild mush­
rooms is part o f  the culturc 
o f  the tribal people in Jain­
tia Hills and people have 
traditional know ledge o f  
distinguishing edible from 
no n -ed ib le  m ushroom s. 
With time people have now 
gradually lost the traditional 
knowledge o f  distinguishing 
edible from poisonous mush­
rooms. which is why there 
arc several reports o f  food 
poisoning from consuming 
toxic mushrooms. However, 
this is not a complete list 
o f  wild edible mushrooms 
consumed by the people in 
the area also bccausc the dif­
ferent varieties o f  wild edible 
mushrooms also grow during 
different period; the study 
might have also missed some 
o f the mushroom varieties 
which grows during other 
parts of the year.

Wild mushrooms arc sea­
sonal plants and generally 
mushroom grows only two 
times a year in the Khasi 
Jaintia Hills, ca. the two 
seasons the mushroom grows 
are spring and autumn. It 
may be m entioned that a 
study can even be conducted 
on the poisonous mushrooms 
found in the area bccause its 
toxic properties can also have 
some medicinal value.

(Melanie Passah has a 
Masters degree in Ecology. 
Environment and Sustainable 
Dewlopment from TISS and  
she is currently narking with 
Foundation Ecological 
Security as Assistant Project 
Manager)

Tribute to a 
legend

Editor.
I read yesterday that one 

o f  our most talented artists. 
Prithpal Singh Schdavc af­
fectionately known as Ladi, 
had sadly passed away. I 
first met him in 2016 while 
co-curating the tenth (and 
sadly) final edition ofCEC - 
the Carnival o f  E-Creativity. 
He came in late, all a hufl- 
and-a-puff. Wc talked for 
hours in Shankar Barua's 
room, l ie and Shankar • the 
founder o f  CEC - were old 
friends and both children 
o f  Shillong, though as both 
lamented, most in Shillong 
eared nothing for them. 1 
felt a deep resentment and 
pain from them both. I could 
only imagine what they had 
encountered.

Last year, while on my 
campaign trail, once again 
met Prithpal. It would, it 
turned out. be the last time. 
It was Divvali ind he had 
someone over putting up his 
lights. A fler this was done wc 
sat in his office and I talked 
to him about what wc could
d o  to g e th e r  a :; u  c o m m u n ity
for the locality aid constitu­

ency. He loved the idea I 
proposed o f  having regular 
workshops and trying to 
engage communities using 
art and culture. He offered 
me tea and I made it a point 
to sit with him longer than I 
had done before. Once again 
that sadness at being treated 
like an outsider resurfaced. 
I promised him that I would 
come back so that we could 
think upon the workshops 
together. It turned out to be 
an unfulfilled promise.

We must remember Prith­
pal Singh Schdavc Ladi. And 
I urge you all to go and read 
up more about him and to 
view his work online. Wc 
must remember him bccausc 
he was the first artist from 
Shillong to achicvc wide 
success. More so bccause he 
was a ta lent and a moment in 
Indian Sculpture. And more 
important than any o f  the 
above because he was one of 
our sons. Shillong, you must 
acknowledge your children! 
Be they dark or fair, high 
or low, tribal or non-tribal. 
This is my small attempt 
to remind you. RIP, dearest 
Pritpal.

Yours etc., 
Avncr Pariat, 

Via email

Shillong a 
violent city

Editor.
Oft' late, considering the 

violent activities in the city. 
Shillong has been in the news 
for all the wrong reasons. 
Violent activities here refer 
to the deliberate and random 
verbal abuse and physical 
assault of the non-tribals at 
the hands o f  tribals without 
any apparent reasons. These 
violent acts have been in 
vogue for many decades and 
have risen sharply in the last 
few years. In these modem 
times, where education is 
permeating all sections of the 
society, v iolcnce is naturally 
supposed to reduce (with in­
crease in tolerance) with the 
passage o f  time. However, 
especially in Shillong this 
has been proven wrong. In 
fact, Shillong has become a 
very violent city with hardly 
a day passing by where phys­
ical assaults are not reported 
or observed. What is driving 
this hate? Why arc the non- 
tribals looked down upon 
and called outsiders? Why 
are they always the target in spite o f  unfavourable state 
laws imposed on them?

The non-!ribals hardly 
have any dcrrandsand with­out expectation:', are work
ing hard even with all the 
limitations ard paying taxes 
including in;ome tax. All 
they want is to live in peace 
and respect. The violence 
and hate-moigcrs are now 
so  cm boldcied  that they 
have no fear of the law or of 
law enforcers and can even 
assault then . Why don’t 
these goons use their mus­
cle power and intimidation 
ability at the international 
borders to keep India safe? 
The state government has 
not displayed any practical 
m aturity in reducing the 
atmosphere cf violence and 
hate, pcrhapj fearful of the 
various pressure groups. It 
docs not matter to them as 
the non-tribils altogether 
arc not a vcty crucial vote 
bank. Hie state policc have 
also been unable to check 
the occurrence and spread 
o f  violence ind arrest the 
guilty. There r> practically no 
patrolling in tie city whether 
by day or night. The bulk of 
the force are engaged in pro­
tecting the VIPs with hardly 
any man power remaining 
for the public.Also, police profession­
alism is at t ie  lowest and

whatever exists, if  any, is 
best utilized for saluting
e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h e  V IP : ;.
Religious bodies and civil 
societies in the city have 
also been unable to reach out 
to the victims o f  violence. 
They should have used their 
influence to check on the perpetrators o f  violence. 
People at large in the city 
are also silent and do not 
fed encouraged to raise their 
voices against the violence 
and phobia and are comfort­
able by simply listening and 
watching. Taken together, 
the law and order condition 
in the city is dismal and the non-tribals are left to fend 
for themselves. But the ques­
tion remains as to how long 
such violence and hate will 
be perpetuated’?

Yours ctc..
Dr HS Ranhotra, 

Shillong
Kudos to 

M eghalaya  
High Court

Editor.
1 wish to thank and con­

gratulate the Meghalaya High 
Court for its proactiv encss by 
taking up people’s burning 
issues like water problems

in Shillong and in the state 
as a whole, the dilapidated road3 in the state, the daily 
acute power problems, the 
prolonged environmental 
issues o f  illegal coal mining, 
illegal transportation o f  coal 
and illegal coke factories 
in Jaintia Hills. West Khasi 
Hills and elsewhere in the 
state. Moreover, the Hon’blc 
High Court has issued orders 
in respect o f  the above to 
the Meghalaya Government 
to act accordingly but the 
State Government has in 
the past got away with other 
orders o f  the Court and I am 
afraid that these orders will 
face the same fate where 
they arc not implemented 
on various excuses. I appeal 
to the I lon’ble High Court to 
be ready to draw contempt 
proceedings against the State 
Government if found want­
ing in this regard.

Yours etc..
Philip Marwcirt.

Sr. Journalist, 
Shillong.

Aniclcs and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

rains!" I laughed and the 
pleasant looking salesman 
laughed with me, "I assume 
sir is single?”

"Why should you assume 
that?" I asked a little crossly.

”Ah. then if  your madam 
walks a little elose to you in 
the monsoon, or if sir acci­
dentally holds her hand, the moral brigidc who are now 
swarming our country will 
immediately lynch you as a 
Iovcjihadi>t!“

I told tie young salesman 
that my wife and I kept a de­
cent distance between us even 
during the rains. “And wc 
don't hold hands in public.” 
1 said crossly.

“But sir you havca beard!” 
said (he owxreoming quick­
ly as soon as he heard my 
raised voice.

“So whst?” I shouted. 
“You could be mistaken 

for a terrorist, so don't take a 
transparent one. or you may 
be arrestee by the policc!” 
said the owner and the sales­
man sm ikd at his owner, 
looked at nc  and nodded in 
agreement

“Maybe I’ll take the one 
that isn 't transparent!” I 
squeaked and the pleasant 
looking salesman smiled his 
approval as his boss went 
back to the counter.

1 thought for a moment, 
stared at tlv umbrellas, then 
decided I'dchoosea raincoat 
instead, afler all raincoats I 
was sure did not have such 
conditions attached, so qui­
etly walked out without the 
umbrella and into a shop sell­
ing raincoais next door.

“Do yot want a thin plas­
tic type or i  canvas oik sir?" 
asked another pleasant look­
ing salesman.

"Ha, ha ha!" I laughed. 
“Even you have conditions 
don’t you?”

"What <io you mean sir?" 
“No. I'm not a wrestler 

to beat the water cannons 
or moral brigade and no my 
beard will #ot identify me as 
a terrorist! ' I said laughing 
hysterically. “ Isn't that why 
you asked me what type I 
wanted?'’

"No sir Just to beat the 
monsoon rain sir!" said the 
salesman and looked at me 
strangely as he packcd a 
raincoat for me.Later ii  the evening I 
started for trie dinner I'd been 
invited too.

" F o r  a  < ha n g c , d o n ’t j u s t
stare at your hands!” said

“Now just imagine." I said 
to the umbrella man next to me. "what these two pa)pie 
would have done if potholes 
did noi give an opening?"

The man quickly moved 
away and another took his 
place. I decided to continue, 
even though I did look like 
the raincoat shop owner. 
“There's so much cxcitcmcnt 
in potholes." I said.

A friend o f  mine who 
spends most monsoons climb­
ing the Himalayas told me. 
“Bob, there's adventure right 
here in the city, you fall into 
a pothole and like mountain 
climbing, your whole life 
is at stake! You're not sure 
you’ll come out with broken 
limbs, malaria or cholera. 
No mountain could ever give 
such adventure, such danger. 
From now on its the potholes 
for me!"

1 continued even as the 
raincoat shop owner moved 
away and die Itost came to me 
and 1 continued. "An Ameri­
can w ho got ofl' the Interna­
tional Airport told me. "You 
guys are into water sports in 
a big way huh? I need to warn 
our Olympics team about 
this! With so many swimming 
pools you chaps should walk away, sony swim away with
the gold!"

“Potholes.” 1 continued 
to the host, “helps make us 
a hardy people. Be always 
grateful to a government 
who year after year have 
helped produce strong, tough 
countrymen! After a ‘falling 
in a pothole’ episode, our 
people are able to handle 
overcrowded buses, accident 
prone trains, lack o f  pave­
ments. unhygienic slums, 
overflow ing garbage, flooded 
roads, communal riots, flash 
strikes and bomb blasts!”

Suddenly I realized that 
the two people standing next to the host and looking al me 
strangely were the umbrella 
sales man and the raincoat 
shop owner. They both helped 
the host put my raincoat on 
and led me to tltc main door. 
“Why are you throwing me 
out?" I asked.

"Looks like the rains have 
clouded your brain,” said die 
host as he and the other two 
slammed the door aflcr me..!

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers Course. For 
more details send a thumbs-

bobsbanterdtigmail. ca

O f Poih.ilcs and Umbrel­
las..!

Not gening too many in­
vitations to go out, 1 was 
pleasantly surprised to get 
oik for a d nner and dccidcd 
I 'd  need t  good umbrella 
as the monsoons were quite 
relentless. I decided to go 
over to the nmbrcl la store and 
choose a good sturdy one to 
beat the monsoons. I was a 
little surprised to see a much 
wider range than they had the 
year before.

“Arc you a wrestler sir?” 
asked die pleasant looking 
salesman inside the store.

“What difference would 
that make?' 1 asked equally pleasantly.

“The wrestler umbrellas 
have extra strong steel ribs in­
side that arc able to withstand 
a lathi charge, especially if 
you decidcto protest against 
someone high up in die gov­
ernment." he said without a 
change in lis pleasant face, 
“and instead of  cloth wc use 
tarpaulin to withstand water 
cannons when they try to 
drive you away from your place o f  protest!"

I told him I wasn’t a wres­
tler. and w; moved into the 
interiors of the shop. "Would 
sir want a transparent one or 
oik which .vill safeguard his 
security’?"

“1 wonder what security 
there is to safeguard in the

the wife as 1 left, “Talk to 
people!”

I decided I'd do just that 
and luckily found everybody 
was talking about potholes 
when I reached the venue. 
"Very frankly,” I said “I can’t 
understand the hue and cry 
about potholes, and believe 
me need to congratulate our 
government for allowing us 
to keep these fissures and 
craters for such long periods 
of time." I told the man sit­
ting next to me at dinner, and 
was startled to find it was die 
umbrella shop owner.

“Why?” he asked star­
tled.

“Look at today’s party, 
what do you think every­
body’s talking about? Pot­
holes of coursc! Listen to 
those at the next table!” We 
both leaned across to listen: 

“I just encountered two 
potholes on the way here.” 
said the pretty young thing to 
a millionaire.

“Two? I’ve left my car 
behind in one o f them!" 

“What car is it?"
"A Mercedes!”“Arc the front scats com­

fortable?"
"Y ou'll have to check 

that yourself!'' said the mil­
lionaire.

"Let's go!”  whispered die 
pretty young thing as they 
both left the party to try out 
the front scats!
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‘ The coward only threatens when he is s a fe ”
—  Johann W olfgang von Goethe
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Shameful Attack on Lady Minister
Tl HS is perhaps the first lime that any minister is be­
ing attacked physically. The reasons for the attack are 
perhaps politically motivated as the Health Minister. 
Ampareen Lyngdoh has reportedly been threatened 
by the same person during her election campaign 
too. This is an attack on Meghalaya's matrilincal 
culture. The assumption that women are safe and 
respected has long dissipated. Matriliny was under 
assault when Agnes Kharshiing and Anita Sangma 
were viciously attacked for following the illegal 
coal mining and transportation trail. A matrilincal 
society is not necessarily safe for women judging 
from the number o f cases of domestic violence, rape 
and molestations that do the rounds regularly. Also 
there is a societal expectation a sort of paradigm 
that is well defined that women ought to behave in a 
certain way and if they stray from that defined path 
they arc no lonucr the “donburom” or respectable a 
term that immediately creates a societal rift.

The questions that many have raised is whether 
Health Minister Ampareen Lyngdoh was attacked on
T uesday  on account o f  h e r  s tan d  on ce rta in  issues
that happened in her constituency a few days ago. 
Also, Ampareen is one o f the more vocal ministers 
o f this Government who is not averse to talking to 
the media regularly while most o f  her colleagues 
prefer to maintain a studied silence on even the 
most pcmicious issues afflicting society. If  there are 
right wing fundamentalists in the rest o f  India who 
believe in a rigid ideology there are in this tribal 
society, similar right wingers that believe in purity 
o f descent and who regularly thrive on ‘othering' 
Indian citizens who have been bom and brought 
up in Meghalaya; contribute to its economy and its 
social energy and bring diversity to its ecosystem. 
It is only through social interface with people o f di­
verse thought processes that a society evolves from 
its ’narrow domestic walls' and learns to cmbracc a 
pluralist cullurc.

It is also observed that the right-wing scction of 
tribal society does not appreciate women who have 
strong views especially on 'political' issues. Khasi 
society says this in so many words when it terms a 
woman who takes a political stance as a “hen that 
crows," thereby implying that a woman can never 
engage in politics. In other words, a woman is only 
considered fit for unpaid domestic work. Although 
quite a few women have transcended these boundar­
ies, they are still judged by yardsticks o f tradition 
which will not permit women to hold office in the 
Dorbar Shnong. no matter how capable they are. The 
dichotomy o f the Khasi matrilincal society is that its 
legislature has only 3 women legislators. Whether 
these sort o f atiacks on women who speak out and 
speak up become the order of the day is a troubling 
thought fora  matrilincal society.

Meghalaya’s politics of 
placating pressure groups

In understanding pres­
sure groups one cannot help 
but have a negative feeling. 
This is to some extent flawed 
as pressure groups are man­
dated to take up good works 
for the benefit o f  society. The 
inherent nature of pressure is 
to force those in positions o f 
power to act for the progress 
and well-being of all. across 
economic, social and cultural 
needs. On the contrary, with 
every passing day the func­
tioning o f  pressure groups 
has taken a negative turn on 
account o f  being insensi­
tive to the suffering o f  the 
masses. They are increas­
ingly seen as being hurdles 
to development rather than 
responsible partners. They 
normally lose sight o f  the big 
picture. This is the inference 
on them. On the other hand. 
Meghalaya has a government 
with no conviction to deal 
with the pressure groups, 
be it in terms o f  dialogue or 
action. Increasingly the stand 
o f  MDA 2.0 can be classified 
as placating o f  aggression. 
There is no one to take them 
on and the common man is 
held to ransom.

It would be far-fetched to 
say that the pressure groups 
run like a parallel govern­
ment. That point has not 
been rcachcd. But it would 
be plausible to say that the 
pressure groups hang like 
a Damocles sword over the 
g o v ernm ent. O ne move 
against their wishes and the 
government would have to 
deal with a law and order 
problem. Safety and secu­
rity would be compromised. 
Their main strategy is to use 
fear as a weapon. This strat­
egy has worked so well that 
they can pick and choose on 
what issue to speak on and 
on what to be as silent as the 
grave. For example, that il­
legal coal mining is rampant 
is common knowledge, but 
not to the pressure groups. 
They are silent on it despite 
its harmful impacts on the 
environment and possibleloss o f  lives. Any th i n k in g  
person would realise that 
such illegality  could not 
have been possible without 
the involvem ent and co l­
lusion o f  many. With the 
pressure groups remaining 
silent does it mean that they 
are privy to the processes and 
thereby equally complicit? Is 
something going on under 
the table? The much talked 
about railways has become a

By Benjamin Lyngdoh
sentimental isaie. It touches 
the heart but apparently not 
the brain. The ‘jaitbynricw’ 
is equated with railways as if 
it is a poison ind that death 
would befall. In any case, in 
due course oftim c the com­
mon man will die o f  inflation 
and shortage o f  food. Yet 
still, the government will 
placate the pressure groups 
to no  end.

In tim es 'vhere unem ­
ployment is rife, everyone is 
talking about the importance 
o f  skills so as to engage in 
m eaningful occupations. 
Entrepreneurship and small 
business is the buzz-word on 
many lips. There are many 
motivational speakers and 
trainers who motivate the 
youth on these lines. This is 
fine. In addition, there are 
many pressure groups who 
them selves hold fe lic ita­tion programmes for stu-

cconom ic vibrancy com e 
from? These things may be 
too much for the pressure 
groups to fathom; but. this 
should not be so for the gov­
ernment. It is obvious that die 
government is aware o f  how 
to get the cconomy going in 
effective mode, but this is 
always held to ransom by the 
fear strategy o f  the pressure 
groups. Will the government 
show some courage to start 
reversing the trend? This 
p lacating  is turning into 
chronic cancer.

Almost all the pressure 
groups in M eghalaya are 
student-based. H owever, 
they do nothing nor do they 
say anything about the pa­
thetic condition o f  education. 
They will make cries about 
shortage o f  CUET examina­
tion centres, appointments o f 
non-tribals. etc but nothing on the collapsing state o f

“Their main strategy is to use fea r  
as a weapon. This strategy has worked  

so  well lhat they can pick and choose on 
what issue to speak on and on what to he 
as silent as the grave. For example, that 

illegal coal mining is rampant is common 
knowledge, but not to the pressure 

groups They are silent on it despite its 
harmji/l impacts on the environment 

(uid possible loss o f  lives. ”
dents who do well in various 
school and collcgcexamina­
tions. This is also commend­
able. In one such event, the 
students were exhorted 'to 
continue to work hard and do 
well and work on their skills 
to stand on their own two 
feet". The importance is laid 
on soft infrastructure. But 
here lies the problem, soft 
infrastructure is incomplete 
and m eaningless w ithout 
hard infrastructure. It is like 
a computer. The software is 
o f  no use without the hard­
ware. What is he point o f the 
youth being well trained with 
capabilities fcr sclf-employ- 
mcnt and grovth without the 
backing o f  reads, railways, 
airports, special economic 
zones, manufacturing/ser­
vice hubs, etc? Where will 
they work? Where will they 
be absorbed’  W here will

school infrastructure in the 
rural areas. There is no pres­
sure from their side on how 
to make school education 
better in icnns o f  syllabi and 
extra-curricular activities.

Dnigs arc a serious prob­
lem now. Arc any initiatives 
taken by the pressure groups 
to this end? Many o f  those 
who fall victim  to drugs 
arc students. It is found that 
many pharmacies in Shillong 
(Polo area) sell syringes to 
any youth who comes asking 
for it on one pretext or the 
other. Why not raise voice 
on these issues? Inflation has 
sky-rocketed to the point that 
many eatables arc beyond 
reach for the common man. It 
is a wonder i f any o f  the pres­
sure group leaders do m eat1 
vegetable marketing. If they 
do so they would come to 
know o f  the ground realities

and then maybe stop being 
insensitive to the real and 
burning issues. It would be 
good if  the pressure groups 
retreat and revisit on their 
vision and m issions. R e­
evaluate and reassess. It is 
high time that they reposition 
themselves and start tackling 
the issues that matter. Then 
see and enjoy the support and 
backing o f  the masses.

All said and done, the 
starting point o f  change lies 
with M eghalaya’s politics. 
This placating (be it in cash 
or in kind) o f  the pressure 
groups has to stop. Look 
a t the bigger picture and 
realise the bigger problems. 
Meghalaya cannot atTord to 
be cut-off from the national 
mainstream. It will be death 
in isolation. Our youth will 
have now here to tu rn  to 
and they would blame this 
generation o f  leaders and 
teachers for being irrespon­
sible and short-sighted. For 
exam ple, UDP supported 
the call o f  pressure groups 
to oppose railways by giving 
its own justification. Enough 
is enough. This is vote bank 
politics o f  the worst kind. It 
is politics o f  convenience and 
all political parties indulge 
in it. This convenience is 
the reason for backwardness 
o f  Meghalaya across educa­
tion. health, employment, 
economy, etc. Taking a cue 
from job reservation policy, 
perhaps an expert committcc 
is required to study the func­
tionality o f  pressure groups 
and their recognition. The 
mushroom pressure groups 
may not be recognised as 
they are just a nuisance. On 
the other hand, the placating 
has to stop or maybe and if 
seen fit the Hon’ble High 
Court may step in and assess 
the government machinery in 
relation to pressure groups. 
Then all skeletons (known 
and unknown) will come out 
o f  the closet.

In the end, today the trans­
action cost o f  doing business 
in Meghalaya is too high. 
The pressure groups hold 
too much bargaining power. 
They hold all the cards. As a 
result, project implementa­
tion sufters and the political 
class has no will to cure the 
rot. All they do is placate at 
the cost o f  the common man! 
(T h e w r ite r  le a c h e s  al 
NEHU: Email - benjamin{a 
nehu.ac.in)

W hy should 
the public 
suffer for 

adm inistrative  
lapses?

Editor.
The recent order given by 

the Deputy Commissioner, 
East Khasi Hills instruct­
ing shops cstab  ishm cnts 
and fast-food eateries to 
elose by 10 pm has come 
as a shocker to many bread 
earners who actually sacri­
fice their sleep to feed their 
family as most of them sell 
better at night. Setting up 
fast food joints at night is 
not a choice but \ compul­
sion especially recovering 
post covid situations and 
wc all very well know they 
cannot open in the day time 
due to congestion The food 
available in Khyndailad as 
well as Laitumkhrah police 
point helps those who visit 
hospitals to wait on patients 
who arc in emeryency and 
those who work late nights 
as most online job; are better 
oft' at night considering net­
work issues and load shed­
ding compensation. But, one 
stray incident lhat transpired 
from a drunken !>rawi has 
prompted the administration 
to issue the order putting a 
blanket ban on night eateries. 
At a time when the smart city 
project is being implemented 
and as we all know, safety 
and security forns part o f  
th is projcct through city 
surveillance. But where are 
the CCTVs promised to be 
installed under smart city to 
be monitored and operated 
by the police department? If 
nightlife in Shillong can be 
curtailed just for cnc miscal­

culated stray incident what 
message arc wc sending to 
our tourists?

When will our police act 
maturely to tackle a mob of 
20-50 trouble mongers? As 
expressed in this column 
by a citizen, a call to the 
police station to complain 
o f  crimes is landing in deaf 
ears. On the one hand citi­
zens are losing faith in the 
police while on the other 
side lawbreakers take ad­
vantage o f  the incompetent 
system. Is this governance? 
Is Meghalaya another UP/ 
Bihar o f  the 90's in the mak­
ing? Hope our llon'ble C'M 
takes into account all these 
aspects as these ignored 
isolated incidents will surely 
take a toll on tourism and 
compromise our security. We 
condemn the incident that 
happened at Laitumkhrah PS 
and strict action should be 
taken against those involved. 
Henceforth police should 
send a loud and clear mes­
sage to all trouble mongers, 
that disturbing peace will 
and shall not be tolerated in 
Meghalaya.

Yours etc., 
Iba Khamaior 

Shillong - 1

Streetlight
Effect

Editor.
The Streetlight effect or 

the drunkard Search princi­
ple is a type o f  observational 
bias that occurs when people 
only search for something 
where it's easiest to look.

A policeman sees a dnink 
man searching for something 
under a streetlight and asks 
what the drunk has lost. He 
says he lost his keys and 
they both look under the

streetlight together. After a 
few minutes the policeman 
asks if  he is sure he lost them 
here, and the drunk replies, 
no. and that he lost them in 
the park. The policeman asks 
why he is searching here, 
and the drunk replies, "this 
is where the light is”.

This same phenomenon 
plays out in the recent noti­
fication o f  the government 
barring shops to open be­
yond 10 pm. Ironically on 
the same day the Karnataka 
government announced that 
all shops can open 24/7 !!.

Drunken brawls in pub­
lic. traffic violations, street
fights etc., arc "symptoms" 
o f  a disease; they are not 
the disease. No doctor treats 
us for symptoms, they find 
the root causc. Similarly, 
these symptoms lay bare 
the genesis o f  the complete 
lack o f  law and order in the 
state. Yet when symptoms 
spun the knee jerk reaction 
will always be misdirected 
towards a different solution 
often as in this case at the 
cost o f  us.

Now consider what hap­
pens when a government 
decides to "Regulate" some­
thing in the "Public interest”. 
The state is not a benevolent 
God-like force that works 
in society 's best interest. 
Politics is an interplay o f  
power and money and those 
in power have always been 
captivated by special inter­
ests. In a democratic republic 
. the people should be in 
charge, and the government 
should serve. The only le­
gitim ate role o f  the state 
is to protect the rights o f  
its citizens and that's what 
laws ore for. And yet. in this 
inversion o f  roles that wc 
have accepted, laws become 
the tools by which our rulers

keep us in check. The mere 
rule o f  law is never enough 
for this and the state always 
seeks to expand it with that 
magic word " regulation." 
We accept and encourage 
this whenever we encounter 
a social o r  an econom ic 
problem of ar.y kind. We as­
sume that the solution must 
lie with the government and 
demand regulations. To grant 
the government more power 
increases the inhalanccs and 
gives them more impunity to 
abuse it. The ate has always 
treated us as subjects and not 
citizcns. We have no rights 
except those that our rulers 
are kind enough to grant us. 
Since the British left, we 
have a procedure o f  elect­
ing our own rulers • but wc 
remain nilcd.

The 10 PM deadline for 
shops and other economic 
establishment goes against 
the very tcnci o f  a progres­
sive society and it's an eco­
nomic and social assault 
on  us all. 11 exposes the 
complete lack o f  thinking 
and governance o f  the state 
to fulfil its duty towards its 
tax paying citizens and yet 
in the same une it cnticcs 
us with a 10 billion dollar 
economy in tie making. You 
cannot think about interior 
designing wfen your basic 
foundation i< not in place. 
When jobs arc scarce and 
entrepreneurship is being 
pushed as an alternative, 
this notification reveals the 
stark truth of a government 
that has noclje  what it says 
or does. The only solution it 
comes up with is. unleashing 
its power to subdue us.

In the end,like the dnink-
a r d  u n d e r  t i e  s t r e e t l i g h t ,
those in power will look and 
come up with nonsensical 
quick-lix answers that justi­

fies their failure.
Yours etc., 

Robert R Khongwir.
Via email

Shillong in 
unsafe hands
Editor.
1 w as d is tu rb e d , yet 

am used, when I read the 
headlines, 'Shillong unsafe, 
admits g o v t' Such an ad­
mission. although candid, 
is also casual. Therefore, it 
is also a candid confession 
that the adm inistration is 
cithci incompetent ot inef­
ficient or both. The police 
too. admittedly, cannot deal 
with the problem o f  night 
crime like drug peddling and 
usage and other nuisance, 
either bccausc die higher ups 
are not serious, or bccausc 
there is not enough personnel 
or both.

Therefore, the headlines 
would be even more can­
did and accurate if  it read. 
"Shillong in unsafe hands, 
admits govt.”

Yours etc..
Amia Kharthomi.

Shillong

Em pow er  
Dorbar  

Shnongs to 
deal with night 

menace
Editor.
Apropos the news item 

"Shillom ; unsafe, adm its 
govt" ( S f  July 12. 2023). I 
find this such an idiotic com­
ment irom the Magistrate! 
As if  the solution to the prob­
lem o f  drug users, car drivers 
with loud music and unruly

persons, is to order people to 
close all businesses after 10 
pm! Who is she to regulate 
human behaviour on this 
scale? What is the justifica­
tion for such an order that 
actually violates our Right 
to Freedom?

The justification she gives 
is that police cannot be pres­
ent everywhere. So. by ad­
mission. th is order itse lf 
will not solve any o f  the 
problems mentioned by her. 
By admission, the District 
Administration has failed 
to deal with drug users and 
rowdy persons. How can 
that incompcicncc be made to be borne by the general 
populace?

The District Administra­
tion/G overnm ent should  
rather empower and recogn­
ise the IX»rbar Shnongs and 
work with them. This will 
solve most o f  the problems, 
as it will be a very organic 
way to deal with these law­
less activities at the grass­
roots level, and it will boost 
the morale o f  the general 
conscientious populace. If 
this is done and the DS's 
are empowered to cany out 
the arrest o f  lawless citizcns 
and detain them, it will most 
effectively deal with drug 
users and peddlers and night 
menace. But the Government 
is not willing to do this, be­
cause it is either not serious 
or it is incompetent to tackle 
these problems. Instead, it 
passes such idiotic orders 
on a whim.

Yours etc., 
John Saitkhuid.

Shillong

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shiltong Times

Musings on 
World Population 

Scenario
By Ajit Ranade

One sitth o f  humanity is 
in India, which is the most 
populous country on this 
planet. Seven o f  the eight 
billion people who live in 
the world today, were bom 
just in the past two hundred 
years. T int’s how rapid the 
growth of world population 
has been in a very short 
span as compared with the 
long time span o f  millennia. 
The world population will 
stabilise at around II billion 
people in the next hundred 
years.

Some of the mega trends 
regarding population arc as 
follows. First is the rapid 
fall in fertility rates. Just fifty 
years ago. the total fertility 
rate (TFR). i.e.. the average 
number of children bom to 
a woman o f  child-bearing 
age was 4.5. That has fallen 
to 2.5. This is the world 
average. A TFR o f  2.1 is 
called the replacement rate, 
after whi:h the population 
size becomes stable, as the 
growth rate becomes zero. 
Rich countries have a lower 
TFR while poor ones have 
high ones. The TFR number 
is as low as 0.84 in South 
Korea. It is 1.28 in China. 1.5 
in Russia, 1.64 in the United 
States and 2.05 in India, lli- 
ighcr TFRs are mostly found 
in the poorer countries o f 
Africa with Niger at 4.6 
and Democratic Republic o f 
Congo at 5.8. The 54 coun­
tries o f  Ar'rica together have 
a populatixi roughly equal to 
India, and the economic size 
is also comparable in dollar 
terms. Economic growih in 
Africa is around 6 percent 
and migh. grow in the com­
ing years.

The second mega trend 
is the increase in lifespan. 
It was believed (wrongly) 
that more people are alive 
today in the world, than were 
ever born. But this state­
ment even though wrong, 
makes th; point quite dra-

buses), convention centres, 
schools and colleges, parks 
and recreation centres. Un­
like rural areas which get 
funded through the rural 
development ministry o f  the 
state government. the cities 
only depend on property tax 
o ra share ofGST. This fund­
ing model has to change. 
The cities must get more 
autonomy and dcccntraliscd 
power, as envisaged by the 
seventy fourth amendment 
to India's constitution.

The fifth mega trend in 
the world is the growing 
im balance o f  population 
growih. density and spread. 
The more affluent West is 
ageing while the less de­
veloped countries o f  Asia. 
Africa and South America 
are younger and poorer. It is 
also sometimes referred to 
as the North South divide, 
although this is metaphori­
cal and not geographic. The 
imbalance also m anifests 
as shortage o f  labour in af­
fluent nations. The surplus 
labour countries can eas­
ily fill the gap. But unlike 
goods, services, financial 
capital and ideas which can 
flow freely across borders, 
people cannot move freely. 
There are immigration rules 
and hurdles, which prevent 
young workers from going to 
affluent countries where jobs 
await them. Every person 
going across the border to do 
a job or deliver a service is 
treated as a potential immi­
grant to the affluent land, and 
hence the imbalance contin­
ues to exist. The world has a 
coexistence o f  labour short­
age in the rich countries, and 
job  shortage in the poorer 
countries. Thus population 
concerns are interlinked with 
issues o f migration and free 
movement o f  labour.

Which brings us to popu­
lation issues in India. Firstly, 
more than half o f  the Indian 
States already have a TFR

“India s own life expectancy has doubledfrom  
under 40 years before independence. This has 
an implication fo r  the increase in the elderly 
population. In India, since the elderly have 
vety little income or health security in their 

old  age. it is a big social burden that ire  as a 
society ha w  to bear. ”

matically about the rapid rise 
in population. India's own 
life expectancy has doubled 
from under 40 years before 
independence. This has an 
implication for the increase 
in the elderly population. In 
India, sincc the elderly have 
very little income or health 
security in their old age. it is 
a big social burden that wc 
as a society have to bear. The 
cost o f  income and health se­
curity o f  the elderly is borne 
by their own savings and 
pensions funded from their 
income during their work­
ing lifeline, in developed 
countries. But in India it may 
have to be borne from the 
general exchequer. Which 
means tax burden on the 
younger working generation. 
Thankfully India’s young to 
old. i.e. the dependency ratio 
is quite favorable. There 
arc roughly five working 
age people for every retired 
person in India (as against 2 
to I in (icrmany and other 
graying societies).

The third m ega trend 
is that of urbanisation. In 
2007 the world passed an 
important landmark in that 
more than fifty percent of 
the world population lives 
in urban areas. In India this 
number is still c loser to 
thirty five percent. Although 
there is some debate regard­
ing the exact share, due to 
undcrcounting o f  the urban 
population in India's census. 
Even the.), India faces the 
prospect 5f rapid urbanisa­
tion in the coming decades, 
contributing to city conges­
tion. Cities arc also drivers 
o f  economic grow th and 
have a much higher share of 
India's GDP. But India's city 
governance model does not
h a v e  a n  a d e q u u te  r e v e n u e  
base to pty for the huge de­
mand for infrastructure, such 
as local iransport (metro.

below 2.0 the replacement 
rate . These are  typically 
higher in per capita, higher 
in female literacy and mostly 
located in the South or East. 
But some o f  the States in 
the Hindi belt continue to 
have higher TFR leading to a 
countrywide average o f  2.05. 
In the coming years wc will 
sec large scale migration of 
labour from high TFR States 
to lower TFR States. This 
freedom of movement within 
the country for economic 
opportunities is guaranteed 
by our constitu tion , and 
m igration patterns serve 
to fill the gaps caused by 
labour shortage. Secondly 
the delim itation exercise 
is due in 2026, which will 
call for changing the overall 
size o f  parliament and also 
the number o f  representa­
tives across states o f  India. 
The variation o f  representa­
tion o f  current members of 
Parliament is too extreme, 
wherein an M.P. may rep­
resent a constituency whose 
population can vary from ten 
thousand to ten lakhs. Thus 
Madhya Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu have roughly the same 
population but very different 
numbers of MPs ( 29 vs 39). 
Thirdly India's demography 
is advantageous when it 
comes to dependency ratio, 
but that presupposes that it 
is able to generate at least 
five to eight million new jobs 
every year fora few decades. 
Thus, economic growth is 
both a prerequisite as well 
as consequence o f  India's 
demography. The coming 
years will reveal whether 
our young demography is 
a boon or bane. Wishing 
all Indians a happy World 
Population Day!(The writer is a noted  
economist) (Syndicate: The 
Billion Press) (email: edi- 
lortythcbiUionprcss.orfi)
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‘ You can ) break what's broken already. ”
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Sans issue, sans leader
W HILE the Opposition is planning its sccond 
meeting in Bengaluru to push for unity o f  the 
non-B JP parties, what they lack is a central 
issue or a  set o f  issues to whip up the public 
mood against the BJP or the Modi government. 
G ranted that the PM has given them one on a 
p latter in the form o f  the Uniform Civil Code 
(U C C ), the O pposition  only sniffed  around 
and would not catch the bait. It faces several 
constraints. One, the BJP s mischievous inten­
tion o f  uniting the Hindus could work to the 
Opposition'sdisadvantage; two, the Opposition 
is not united in opposing the UCC for the same 
reason that ihey cannot altogether ignore the 
majority community’s sentiments; three, as large 
segm ents o f  the m inorities do not vote anyway 
for the BJP, ihc UCC by itself would not make 
a  difference to the existing electoral landscape 
in ways as to harm the saffron party. The BJP 
and Modi understand as much. Hence there is 
the likelihood o f  the UCC bill being introduced 
in the coming scssion(s) o f  parliament.

T he O pposition  also  faces a p roblem  o f  
fielding a  leader m atching the wit and stature 
o f  Prime Minister Modi. The nearest one can 
think o f  is Rahul Gandhi, but he has been “fixed” 
through the legal m echanism . T he regional 
satraps angling for the PM post have a serious 
problem. They have no fan-following in states 
outside their territory. Even M amata Bancrjcc 
cannot fancy attracting a sizable crow d outside 
her state, should she address a public meeting on 
her own. It is here that the Congress and Rahul 
Ciandhi tower over them. They have a  pan-I ndia 
appeal reaching dow n to the farthest village. 
Quite understandably, the Opposition conclaves 
want to skirt the principal issue o f  w ho should 
stand in the front and lead them. It is safe to as­
sume that if  they win a  majority, the dog-fight 
for the PM post would begin then and there.

The South is where the BJP is the weakest. 
The five states send about 130 members to the 
Lok Sabha. Now that the party has lost Karna­
taka too. no magic can help it to win a sizable 
number o f scats from the South. Hence the BJP 
is shifting itsstratcgy there. That would involve 
pinning hopes on a friendly Jagan Mohan Reddy 
in Andhra Pradesh and softening its campaigns 
against K Chandrashekar Rao in Telangana for 
future support. Rao might be gam e too as he 
dreads the possibility o f  an arrest o f  his daughter, 
form er MP Kavitha, in the Delhi liquor scam 
and o f  sending her straight to Tihar Jail. To save 
skin. KCR is developing cold feet over his PM 
ambitions.

Rule of law in a broken society
The law is equal for all 

says the Constitution o f India 
but the rule o f  law is ap­
plied differently for different 
people. The Constitution 
docs not mention that cer­
tain categories o f  people by 
virtue o f  their being power 
holders should be privileged 
with sirens when they drive 
around a heavily congested 
city. Why is the Constitution 
given leave o f  abscncc when 
it comes to application o f  the 
Right to Equality? Elected 
members o f  the legislature 
and administrators who are 
the supporting structures of 
what is called ‘‘the govern­
m ent" arc referred to as 
"public servants." But do 
they behave like servants? 
No. they are a privileged 
class while the rest o f  us are 
ordinary c iti/c ns with no 
rights whatsoever; not even 
the right to drive peacefully 
on a public road without be­
ing pushed lo the side when 
the “worthies" who always 
seem to be in a hurry drive 
past. The worst behaviour is 
that o f  the cops accompany­
ing the VIPs who demon­
strate their power and might 
at hapless citizens by actually 
shooing them to the drains 
so their lords and masters 
can pass by. These daily 
shenanigans are what actu­
ally irk the public and what 
leads to lawlessness. The 
policc need to climb down 
their high horses and realise 
they are not living in the Brit­
ish Raj. They arc citi/cns of 
a sovereign country where 
the public cannot be bullied 
around as the white men did 
to the brown people thcv 
ruled over. Alas! The uni­
form seems to give so much 
impunity to the men in uni­
form. But when it comcs lo 
the crunch and they need to 
arrest criminals these men in 
uniform flounder all the time. 
Meghalaya's Policc'sconvic­
tion rate is abysmal. Not one 
murderer since 1979who has 
been involved in hate crimes 
has been convicted. This is 
a matter o f  great shame for 
the policc.

But why sh o u ld  wc 
be surprised? Take a trip 
to Jaintia Hills and from 
Mookyndur onwards wc sec 
policcmcn extending their 
hands towards every- truck 
driver passing by and taking 
the money without issuing 
receipts and without batting 
an eyelid. It's  almost as if  
this is part of policing. The 
question is -  where docs all 
this money go? Docs it go 
to the top o f  the pyramid? If 
it docs, then is it not double 
standards to cxpect cops 
to honestly discharge their 
duties?

Perhaps the MDA Gov­
ernment in its smug com­
placency. where ministers

By Patricia Mukltim
go from meeting to meeting, 
i f  not in Shillong then in 
Delhi or abroad, needs to 
be informed ihat discontent 
is deeply rooted in socicty today. The malcontents too 
want to have their share 
o f  p leasures and find no 
recreational space to relax 
with friends and speak their 
hearts out. Ihc old “patta 
kyiad" or local pubs that 
used to serve ocally brewed 
liquor arc all dismantled by 
a ’holier than thou" society 
that docs not ̂ jprovc o f  their 
menfolk drinking. A socicty 
steeped in hypocrisy that 
believes that i f  these pubs 
arc dismantled then drinking 
would stop. Well, drinking 
hasn 't stopped. Drinking 
happens in dark spaccs or in 
cars. When tl« drinking and 
feasting is dene the bottles 
are discarded for people in 
those localities to pick and 
dispose of. When such guys 
go home they are sozzled 
and don't redly carc about 
the foul-mouthed shouting 
and upbraiding they get from 
their parcntsvivcs ctc. They 
arc too sloshed to carc and 
this drama is repeated every­
day. day afler day until they 
begin to complain o f  feeling 
unwell and he diagnosis 
is amongst oficr things -  a 
damaged liver.

What is it that pushes 
people to driik in order to 
get drunk? Well, that’s  for 
psychologists to answer es­
pecially those in rehabilita­
tion and dmg and alcohol dc- 
addiction ccnires. But if one 
spends cnougi time to listen 
to these malcontents there is 
always a stoiy o f  an unad- 
dressed need which could be a family that's constantly 
berating the person; a family 
that shows no empathy: a 
family when: 10 one cares to 
listen. It is almost an acccpt- 
cd fact that alcoholics and 
drug addicts lie through their 
teeth just so they can get their 
next fix. But is there anyone 
with enough patience to hear 
them out? I guess thcrc arc 
too few peoflc today with 
a listening o r .  Poverty is 
staring many in the facc and 
the opportunities to get out

to have passed Class 10 or 
12 to be considered even for 
a driver's job. With the num­
ber o f  high scliool drop-outs 
rising every year is thcrc a 
system in place to skill such 
people fora meaningful live­
lihood? All o jr systems arc 
designed to serve those that 
arc. at the vciy least. Class 
12 passed.

A large majority o f  our 
youth arc therefore a disil­
lusioned lot wfio fed chcatcd

by the system and hence have 
no stakes in it. Ihat is why 
they arc disruptive and hate 
the idea o f  law and order. I 
would not like to label them as law breakers bccausc they 
don't even fall in the cat­
egory of those that know the 
law. You have to be educated 
to know you arc breaking the 
law and committing a crime. 
When these young despon­
dent youth sec those in posi­
tions o f  authority break the 
law with impunity and get 
away with corruption, they 
argue that what’s good for the 
powerful should be good for 
the powerless too.

When the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) cam e up 
with the ban on coal mining 
in April 2014, it did so bc­
causc it found several miners 
trapped inside mines without 
iheir deaths being reported. 
Ihc mine owners could not 
be bothered to search for the dead bodies o f  their workers 
in ease of a mine flooding. To 
say that this is a  gross viola­
tion o f  human rights is an 
understatement. The rat hole 
mines arc killer mines and the NGT had every right to 
ban this model o f  coal extrac­
tion. But that the succcssivc 
governments o f  Meghalaya 
from 2014 till date allowed 
illegal coal mining to take 
placc and for that coal to be 
transported illegally is not a 
state secret. It is known to 
all but the malcontents judge 
this even more severely be­
cause they arc constantly 
reminded that they arc de­
linquents. I heir contention 
is i f  those in government 
can commit crimes in broad 
daylight why do their acts 
bccomc criminal? After all. 
the law should be equal for 
all! These double standards 
exhibited by socicty and its 
many institutions including 
churches and law enforcers is 
what is galling to these youth 
that have fallen between the 
cracks.

I hc recent order by the 
Deputy Commissioner East 
Khasi Mills that all shops 
shou ld  d o s e  by 10 pm 
cou ldn 't have been more 
aggravating for the street 
food vendors, many o f  them supporting a family and earn­
ing from what many tend to 
label as the rejects o f  socicty 
who comc to satiate their 
hunger bccausc street food 
is so much more aft'ordablc 
than the food in restaurants. 
Sometimes even those who 
have emerged from the ex­
pensive bars w here they have their expensive drinks 
find sircct food tastier than 
the usual restaurant fare. 
S treet food vending is a 
livelihood for many women

that arc single parents. One 
woman was seen talking to 
the electronic media with a 
little child on her back. And 
they arc unlikely to give up 
their right to a livelihood 
without a fight.

One is appalled that the 
district administration could 
come up with rules that pro­
hibit an honest livelihood 
by imposing a timing on 
businesses - some very small, 
others small and still others 
o f a medium scale. This is 
why it is so important to be 
grounded. Sitting in an of­
fice and listening to juniors 
reporting a situation and 
then acting on it is not good 
administration. In a socicty 
thcrc will be brawls and 
fights and malcontents are 
constantly testing the waters. 
If  they find the law alert and 
uncompromising they may 
not take too many liberties 
as they do now.['or many in Meghalaya 
today, poverty is a daily ex­
perience. It’s  pointless telling 
people what they need to cat 
so that they can overcome 
malnutrition when they can 
hardly afford rice and dal; 
one or two tiny picccs o f  
meat and hardly any veg­
etables. Let’s not even talk o f 
fruits which arc unaffordable 
even by the middle class. 
The prices o f  vegetables and 
essentials have spiraled sky 
high with no one keeping a 
tab on why this is happening. 
Surely the markets cannot 
alw ays dccidc the priccs. 
Some regulatory mcchanism 
is needed else resentments 
against the system arc bound 
to pile up.

A system that is seen to 
be tilting towards the afllu- 
cnt will have many working 
against it. When the balance 
tilts, the rule o f  law will be 
challenged beyond its capac­
ity to deal with the growing 
delinquencies. Ihc popula­
tion growth in Meghalaya 
amongst the poorer section 
continues to scalc the graph. 
Teenage girls arc becoming 
mothers beforc they know 
what parenting is all about. 
In fact women arc becoming 
reproductive machines in this 
state, but is anyone serious 
about addressing this insidi­
ous problem? No. In fact all 
the institutions have failed 
women in this state. Why 
then arc wc surprised at the 
growing population o f  mal­
contents in Meghalaya?

Perhaps wc have elosed 
our minds to tlx; problems af­
flicting socicty and find them 
boring. These problems that 
wc brush under the carpct 
will haunt us. But by then 
most o f  our politicians would 
have migrated to foreign 
countries to settle there. Why 
should they carc?

No lawful 
business at 

night?
Editor.
Rem em ber how when 

pressure groups were not 
contcnt with the government, 
they would ca ll» handh or a 
picketing or road blockadc? 
Well, reminisce no more. 
Now. the District Adminis­
tration has brought that 90’s 
trend back in. Bccausc o f  an 
incident o f  lawlessness by 
some group, the government 
is banning all shops after 10 
pm. What did the bandhs 
accomplish, apart from af­
fecting daily wage earners 
and businesses? I’m not 
sure, but I'm sure the present 
ban by the government will 
accomplish just as much. 
What exactly arc the shop­
keepers made to suffer for? 
If not as a punishment for 
the lawlessness, then is it as 
a punishment for the ineffi­
ciency o f  the administration? 
Or maybe the administration 
is still hung over from the 
COV1D shutdown? Is this 
the side cffcct of the vaccine 
finally kicking in?

W hile wc arc talk ing 
about lawlessness, is this 
not the same government 
that the Hon’blc High Court 
o f Meghalaya his stated is 
allowing the illegal trade of 
coal from the State to Assam 
and back into the state again? Nothing is done regarding

the ghastly night trade at 
Khyndailad. Nothing can be 
done regarding the menace 
o f  drugs, as admitted. The 
CM recently admitted that il­
legal mining is unstoppable. 
And the solution to all this 
crime infested environment 
is to ban all commercial 
undertakings after 10 pm? 
Oh! I see! The night is where only unlawful transactions 
can take placc. right? The 
Night is safe.

Yours ctc..
KitdorH. Blah.

Shillong

Centre has 
failed the 

non-tribals
Editor.
There have been a series 

o f  letters in the past few 
weeks depicting the atroci­
ties against non-tribals in the 
state o f  Meghalaya. While I 
am in total agreement with 
all o f  them. I fail to un­
derstand what steps have 
been taken by not just the 
state government but also 
the ccntral government to 
safeguard their citizens in 
the state. It is an open se­
cret that till date, thcrc has 
been no punishment given 
to any perpetrator across the 
last few decades for any of 
the hate crimes which non- 
tribals have had to facc. But 
what disturbs me the most 
today is the fact that the

majority o f  non-tribals in 
Shillong who belong to the 
Hindu community happen 
to have a specific devotion 
for the so-callcd pro-Hindu 
government in the centre 
led by their beloved leader. 
Narcndra Modi. But may 1 
ask them, what has that pro- 
Hindu government done for 
their loyal Hindus back in the state o f  Meghalaya in the 
last 9 years of their rule?

While some may argue 
that law and order is a state 
subject, it is evident that, in 
spite o f  all the eye-wash of 
federalism, it's the ccntral 
government that calls the 
shots in India, especially for 
tiny and dependent states 
like Meghalaya. Every now 
and then we see the state 
government approach the 
ccntrc for the release o f  vari­
ous funds from the different 
m inistries in New Delhi. 
So. in such a scenario, can't 
the Centre issue some basic 
gu idelines o r Ordinance 
for the protection o f  their 
non-tribal brethren back in 
the state? The great Modi 
government is known to take 
bold and fearless steps when 
it comcs to reforms for larger 
interests, but have they made 
any law to give the Hindus 
or non-tribals the minority 
rights where they happen 
to be in a minority, which 
the other minorities enjoy in 
Hindu dominated states, in 
spite o f  having an absolute 
majority in both Lok Sabha
a n d  Rajy.i S a bha?  'D ie le a d ­
e rs  w o u ld  like to  kn ow  that

Delhi Policc. which comcs 
under Ccntral Government, 
has constituted the Special 
Police Unit lor North liast- 
em Region (SPUNER) for 
safety and security measures 
for North-East people living 
in Delhi way back in 2014. 
which is well appreciated, 
but did they ever think about 
doing the same in Shillong for the non-tribals who don't 
even have the courage to file 
an FIR as that would target 
them further!

Ihc same applies to the 
Autonomous District Coun­
cils o f  Meghalaya which 
were established to safeguard 
the rights and livelihoods o f 
the indigenous but take im­
mense pride in trampling 
on the basic constitutional 
rights o f  that o f  the non- 
indigenous, vhich ironically 
also generate the bulk o f  the 
revenue for the state. It is 
laughable that even for Dis­
trict Council;, a significant 
amount o f  funding comes 
from the Ccntral Govern­
ment, but llv remitters o f  
those funds in Delhi have 
only turned a deaf car to the 
pleas of the non-indigcnous 
to bring abcut reforms in 
their system, especially the 
online issuarcc o f  the trade 
and labour licenses.

All in all. I am forced to 
say. while the non-tribals 
have been victimized to 
the corc in this state, they 
arc only living in a fool's 
paradise by being blind sup- 
}hji tcis of lliccui ienl legiiuc 
in the ccntrc, which is into its

10th year o f  absolute major­
ity. which very much powers 
the State Government and 
the District Councils, which 
boasts to be the supreme 
mcssiah o f  the Hindus but 
has com pletely failed to 
make any improvement in 
their miserable state o f  af­
fairs in Meghalaya.

Yours etc,. Name withheld on request.
Via email

W hy is 
Shillong
unsafe?

Editor.
If the State Administra­

tion says that Shillong is 
unsafe then who will comc 
to the safety o f  citizens? It 
is really shameful on the 
part o f  the Administration 
that they bow down to the 
anarchy and lawlessness 
happening every day. Never 
a single day passes without 
any incident ofassault on the 
people without any rhyme & 
reason.

After the MDA 2 came 
into power the day to day 
increase in violent activi­
ties by the miscreants are 
reported and no action by 
the Government is forthcom­
ing to punish them for their 
crimcs.

On the one hand the Gov­
ernment is unable to contain 
the situation and on the other they arc trying to lure tourists

to the State. Under these cir­
cumstances who would like 
to comc to Shillong where 
the roar is that "Shillong is 
unsafe”.

The paramilitary forces 
like the CRPF who arc pa­
trolling the roads with one 
MLP officcr arc mute spec­
tators as they even cannot 
catch a miscreant as they have no power to do so. If 
the powers arc given to the 
CRPF and they take stringent 
steps the public as a whole 
comcs down heavily on them 
and claim their activities as 
policc high-handedness.

What then can wc cxpect 
from the Government even 
while the public squarely 
b lam es the param ilitary  
force for their action.

The rcecnt incidents in 
Laitumkhrah where even a 
Minister is not spared by the 
miscreant who barged into 
her home with lethal objccts 
is a sad commentary on the 
state ofaffairs in Meghalaya 
today.

The Government should 
take the strongest action and 
make the city safe so that wc 
Shillongitcs can live in pcacc 
and amity

Yours etc., 
S.L. Singhania, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the writcrv 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Is shutting down 
shops at 10 pm 

the answer
By Toki Blah

The Deputy C om m is­
sioner. Easl Khasi Hills (DC 
EKH) District recently im­
posed Section 144 C'rPC on 
the whole o f  Shillong City 
and also stated that all shops 
in the city be closed by 10 
pm every right until further 
orders. To say that the above 
order has b:cn well rcccivcd 
by one and all would be 
the understatement o f  this 
century. Ir. fact, the above 
order fortr s the subjcct o f  
controversial debates and 
discussions all over town. 
Many see it as an uncalled 
for curfew. In attempting to 
tracc the cause for such an 
order it appears the nefari­
ous activities ofdclinqucnts, 
antisocial elem en ts and 
criminals increase with the 
progress or'the night, much 
to the discomfort and distress 
o f  other ionocent citizens 
o f  this city. Oncc darkness 
falls one then starts to find 
groups o f  bikers or youths 
in cars parked in dark and 
lonely places o f  a locality 
where the occupants quench 
themselves o f  their thirst for 
drinks and .Mhcr intoxicants. 
It has been proved time and 
again that it is under such 
circumstarccs that trouble 
begins.

Quarrels among them­
selves or with innoccnt pass-

tion that pops up is why 
aren't such places patrolled 
by the policc and the poten­
tial trouble makers shooed 
away? This doesn’t happen 
bccausc most Dorbars ab­
hor police patrolling within 
their respective areas o f  
jurisdiction. "Her symgicw 
ki kynthci ki khynnah lada 
rung u pulit shapoh dong" 
(The entry o f  policc into the 
shnong will scare the day­
lights out of (Ik  women and 
children). Why and how this 
could happen has never re­
ceived a reasonable answer. 
But the answer is not hard to 
find. It's the local goondas of 
the locality and not the local 
women and children who are 
troubled and apprehensive 
o f  policc patrolling inside 
shnongs. They arc the ones 
who coerce the authority of 
the simony in not allowing 
entry o f  policc. Also in the 
past almost all the shnongs 
in Shillong hosted illegal 
hooch dens whose interest 
lay in not allowing any pres­
ence o f  the law near their 
moonshine shops. But times 
have now changed and they 
demand that we too keep up 
with the times.

If wc want to preserve 
the tranquility, pcacc and the 
law and order in our shnongs 
and o f  Shillong, thcrc is no

crs-by begin which then 
break up m o tisticutis and 
gang fights, which in some 
instances kavc even led to 
fatalities. Law' and order 
breaks down; the innoccnt 
especially women and chil­
dren arc a fleeted and in the 
proccss the locality and the 
city itselfaitains a bad repu­
tation. Having said that 1 fail 
to see the effectiveness o f

other solution than regular 
patrolling by some author­
ity especially at night. Some 
Dorbars do this on a regular 
basis but the sad thing is 
that all Dorbars arc not the 
same. Many arc rather lax 
about Dorbar patrols within 
their respective jurisdictions 
and remain indifferent to the 
gathering o f  trouble makers 
w ithin their localities. Para-

14Lets accept that it s not shops 
w hether they open or shut that cause 

these problems. These issues come about 
because o f  other reasons. In most localities 

clandestine and surreptitious drinking 
by gongs under the cover o f  darkness is 

the main cause. Local goondas o f  a locality 
identify ideal places or roadside corners fo r  

them and their friends to make merry in 
the night. Visit some localities and when 

you come to a ivadside spot scattered with 
empty liquor bottles, you will instantly know 

what /  am talking about. ”

opening or closing o f  shops 
tow ards better social interac­
tion. So if  not open shops in 
the night then from where 
and how do these social 
ailments b;gin? Lets tty to 
analyze and break dow n the 
root cause o f  this pu/zlc .

Firstly lets acccpt that 
it's not shops whether they 
open or shut that causc these 
problems. These issues comc 
about bccausc o f  other rea­
sons. In most localities clan­
destine and surreptitious 
drinking b» gangs under the 
cover o f  darkness is the main 
causc. Lo<al goondas of a 
locality identify ideal placcs 
or roadside comers for them 
and their friends to make 
merry in the night. Visit 
some localities and when 
you comc to a roadside spot 
scattered vith empty liquor 
bottles, you will instantly 
know what I am talking 
about. It's wrong to also 
claim that only outsiders 
come and causc trouble in 
a locality . Its local goondas 
with their riends from out­
side who arc the root causc.So the next natural qucs-

doxically both the Police and 
the Dorbars share a common 
goal -  preservation o f  law 
and order plus discourage­
ment o f  delinquents and 
anti-social elements. Why 
they fail to work together in 
cohesion towards this com­
mon good is a million dollar 
question that still remains 
unanswered.

I strictly believe that the 
time for Joint Community 
Policing; patrolling together 
o f  localities by both policc 
and dorbar authorit ies work- 
ing in tandem with each 
other and not against one 
another, is now urgently 
called for. Thanas can sort 
out the details with Dorbars 
under their jurisdiction. To­
day Meghalaya has a Chief 
Secretary for whom a lot of 
people have a lot o f  rcspcct 
for. I leave it to his wisdom, 
if  he is convinccd o f  the 
above arguments to bring 
the Dorbars and the Police 
to work together towards the 
betterment o f  the citizcns of 
this city. The least wc can 
do is give Joint Community 
Policing a try.
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“Research is creating new knowledge. ”
—  Neil Arm strong

T he S h illon g  T im es
SIIII.I.ONG.SATl'RDAY. JI'I.Y 15. 21

At last, coke tow ers dem olished
TH E M eghalaya High Court has pursued the is­
sue o f  illegal coal m ining and illegal coke units 
in the state with relentless zeal. T he people o f  
M eghalaya particularly those w ho have had to 
put up with the sm oke and grim e em itted by 
coke factories in Jaintia Hills and G aro  Hills 
have been at the forefront in seeking the court's 
intervention. The Court has responded and in 
doing so has given hope to m illions o f  citizens 
that justice  is not beyond their reach. For years 
people living around the cokc factories have in­
haled the toxic smoke released from the factories 
and many have com plained o f  respiratory a il­
ments. This was what pushed the Environmental 
Co-ordination Committee (E E C )ofSu tnga, East 
Jaintia Hills to  pursue the m atter assiduously and 
now  they see ’.he result o f  their honest pursuit. 
Before that the coke m ills in Shallang, West 
Khasi Hills were also brought down.

C oke is a by-product o f  coal and the fact that 
large num ber o f  coke units arc running, some 
without any environmental clearance means that 
illegality in the State is a  norm. Coal m ining has 
been banned in M eghalaya since 2014 but cokc 
production has carried on for nine years now 
w ithout any o f  the regulatory bodies batting an 
eyelid. It means therefore that there has been 
state collusion in all these years saying a word 
about it. Both coal and cokc have been used by 
the cem ent com panies based in Jaintia Hills. It 
w ould have been expensive for them to import 
coal from outside the slate. The cem ent furnaces 
do  better with coke since m ost o f  the im purities 
have already been rem oved from it. Coke is a 
fuel used in blast furnaces that produce iron from 
the ore and is also used as a reducing agent in the 
extraction o f  metals such as zinc and iron. etc. 
But using both coal and coke com es at a heavy 
environm ental cost.

The abandoned coal m ining areas have not 
been reclaimed but arc left with those gaping 
holes being filled w ith rain w ater during the 
monsoons. After a  mine is abandoned, coal mine 
ow ners move to another place in the vicinity. It is 
shocking that they m anage to get environm ental 
clearance without a glitch. When the new mine is 
drilled and miners go dow n about tw o hundred 
feet into the ground they begin to d ig  horizon­
tally and often hit an abandoned mine. T h at’s 
w hen the new m ine floods and people inside 
d ie before they can get out. This is a repeated 
saga in M eghalaya but it only becam e public 
in Decem ber 2018 when about 15 people were 
trapped inside and only one person was able to 
escape. The bodies o f  those trapped could never 
be retrieved. This in itself should have warranted 
strong action against the state but nothing hap­
pened. Thankfully, the no-nonsense M eghalaya 
High Court is today on the right track.

The reservation saga: What 
will be the endgame?

Recently, then: was a news 
report that the Meghalaya 
Government has been dilly­
dallying on the fonnation o f 
the Expert Committee. The 
Chairperson o f  the Com ­
mittee. Amparccn Lyngdoh. 
blamed the delay on the lack 
of suggestions from the po­
litical parties. VPP (Voice o f 
Peoples' Party), the party that 
led the agitation for review 
o f  the current reservation 
policy, has termed the delay 
a "circus" and demanded that 
the government should get 
down to business. Whatever 
the reasons for the delay, a 
final resolution is a must. 
Hence it is better that (he 
Expert Committee is con­
stituted. And now sincc the 
Committee has been formed 
the question that will arise 
once it sits and deliberates 
on the issue is what might 
be its recommendations. Will 
the old policy remain or will 
there be a revamp? If  it *6 
the latter, who will benefit 
and who will lose out in the 
process? And finally, what 
happens to the future o f  the 
political parties, especially 
those in the MDA-lcd gov­
ernment and the VPP. which 
has staked its political cred­
ibility on the issue? These arc 
very important questions to 
deliberate on. as they have 
serious implications for not 
just Meghalaya but the whole 
country as well.

The first possible recom­
m endation o f  the Expert 
Committee could be, as de­
manded by VPP, to reformu­
late the reservation policy 
proportionately based on the 
population. Such a recom­
mendation will compel the 
Garos, who, despite being 
assured 40% reservation, arc 
in actuality getting around 
30% or less, to go to court. 
There is already (he 1992 
Indira Sawhncy and e(c. vs. 
Gov(. o f  India judgm cm . 
which states that. "Adequate 
representation (mentioned in 
the Constitution) cannot be 
read as proportionate rep­
resentation... (therefore) the 
power conferred by Clause 
(4) o f  A rticle 16 (which 
governs reservation given 
to SC, ST, and OBC) should 
also be exercised in a fair 
manner and within reason­
able limits - and what is more 
reasonable than to say that 
reservation under Clause (4) 
shall not exceed 50% o f the 
appointments or posts, bar­
ring certain extra-ordinary 
situations as explained here­
inafter." So, it is very clear 
that reservations cannot be 
given based on population, 
and hence the limit o f  50% 
has been kept.

D uring the  debate o r­
ganised by T7 (the local news

By Bhogtorum Mawroh
channel) on Jinc 9.2023. on 
the rcservatioB policy. I took 
part in it anti was told by 
those representing VPP’s 
position that the legal issue 
around the raionale o f  res­
ervation has not been settled, 
with the court itself not very 
sure whether to apply reser­
vation based cn adequacy or 
proportionality. However, as 
far as I am aware, the Indira 
Sawhncy judgement has not 
been review ed, w ith  the 
most recent case being the
2021 Maratha Reservation 
Judgem ent, which upheld 
the 1992 judg:mcnt striking 
down the Maratha reserva­
tion law for breaching the 
50% ceiling. In the debate, 
the 1976 St at: o f  Kerala v. 
N.M. T ho n u s judgem ent 
was cited as an example o f 
proportionate reservation, 
which was actually divcuKMxf
and rejected by the Supreme 
Court in 1992. Those inter­
ested in finding out can refer 
to paragraph's 93 and 94A 
o f  the 1992 judgement. So. 
I am not aw av o f  any case 
where a reservation has been 
given based on population 
after 1992. Hopciully. when 
the case goes to court, those 
instances can be cited to 
the learned bench to defend 
reservations based on popu­
lation.

I am, however, not very 
confident since a judgement 
that supports reservation 
based on popnlation in Me­
ghalaya will have ramifica­
tions for the entire country. 
The Indira Sawhney judge­
ment was mad: in the context 
o f  the M anilal C om m is­
sion report, which identi­
fied OBCs (Other Backward 
Classes) as be ngeligible for 
reservation a id  found that 
they make up 52% o f  the In­
dian population. IfOBCs got 
reservations based on popu­
lation. the total reservation 
would be around 75%, leav­
ing only 25% for open com­
petition. That would have 
gone against tkc views o f  BR 
Ambedkar, who during the 
drafting o f  th: Constitution 
had clearly stated that reser­
vation "must >c confincd to 
a minority of seats” Based 
on this, the court therefore 
ruled that reservations have 
to be based on the criteria o f  
adequacy, not proportional­
ity. So. any deviation would 
mean a violation o f  the origi­
nal design of the framers 
o f  the Constitution. Since 
reservation uider Article 16 
(4) is governed by the 1992 
judgement, the law cannot be 
broken for the claims made 
by the ST ami ignoring the 
SC and the OBC.

However, there is a way

out o f  this. The 1992 judge­
ment also stated that promo­
tion cannot come under res­
ervation and that economic 
criteria cannot be the sole cri­
teria for giving reservation. 
Subsequently, the Parliament 
passed the 77th and 103rxl 
amendments, which allowed 
reservation in prom otion 
and 10% reservation for the 
EWS category based solely 
on econom ic criteria. So. 
for the VPP, which doesn't 
have a single MP and may 
not have one even after the
2024 election, the only way 
they can get a reservation 
based on population is if  
they have a secret agreement 
either with the BJP o r the 
Congress to pass an amend­
ment in Parliament to that 
effect. Unless that happens, 
it is impossible to see how
r e s e r v a t i o n s  c a n  b e  g i v e n
based on population. But 
what happens if  the Expert 
Committee, in cognizance o f  
the difficulties, recommends 
that the present policy remain 
as it is?

In such a scenario, the 
VPP. which has staked its 
political capital and reputa­
tion on the issue, will have to 
make some difficult choices. 
The first option they have is 
to not contest the recommen­
dation legally. The party will 
express displeasure but not 
push for a legal challenge. 
However, this will raise the 
question o f  why the entire 
issue was raised in the first 
p lace. Did the party not 
know o f the legal difficul­
ties before it riled people up 
against the current policy? 
How can the entire state be 
put under anxiety without the 
party spearheading thcagita- 
tion deliberating the issue 
thoroughly? Isn’t that highly 
irresponsible? The other sus­
picion that would arise is that 
VPP knew that the issue did 
not have legal merit but still 
wanted to put pressure on ihe government so that when 
the new policy fails the legal 
challenge, they can blame 
the governm ent, claiming 
that they arc the ones who 
failed the people. This way, 
they will most likely gamer 
electoral gains. Now. other 
panics have already made the 
allegation that the whole is­
sue has been trumped up for 
electoral gains, with the VPP 
vehemently denying it. So. if 
it does not legally challenge 
the recommendation, those 
allegations will be proven 
to be true.

A way out for the VPP 
will be to contest the recom­
mendation legally and prove 
that the whole agitation was 
not driven for political gains.

Two outcomes arc possible in 
this case. The first outcome 
is that the challenge fails, 
the present policy is held to 
be legally tenable (based on 
extraordinary situations), and 
the status quo is maintained. 
The fact that the issue has 
been discussed a lot in the 
public forum will raise the 
question again as to whether 
VPP raised the issue cither 
not being aware o f  the legal 
difficulties (being irrespon­
sible) or for electoral gains 
and in the process creating a 
schism among the indigenous 
com m unities o f  the S tate 
(playing the politics o f  divide 
and rule). The other, more 
worrying outcome could be 
that the reservation is re­
duced to 50% and the Khasi- 
Jaintia community loses their 
40% guaranteed reservation. 
What will remain o f  the po­
litical credibility o f  the VPP. 
which had created so much 
agitation in the State but 
ended up losing the benefits 
that both the Khasi-Jaintia 
and the Garo arc currently 
enjoying? What will those 
Khasi-Jaintia youths do who 
might have got the job under 
the current 40% reservation 
policy but will not lose out 
under the court-mandated 
new 50% reservation policy? 
What happens to their fami­
lies, who knew they could 
have had a better life if  the 
old policy had remained?

The last outcome, in case 
VPP decides to challenge the 
recommendation o f  the status 
quo. is that they win the case 
and the Khasi-Jaintia gets an 
extra 6% -7%  based on their 
population. This would im­
mensely raise the profile of 
the party, and they will have 
a very good chance o f  win­
ning. if  not all. at least 30 -3 1 
seats in the next Assembly 
elections. On theirown. they 
can form the government and 
have free rein to do whatever 
they want. So for the VPP. 
the whole reservation saga 
carries great risk, but it also 
carries great reward.

Since the Expert Com­
mittee has been constituted, 
the result o f  the discussion 
should be out before the 
elections next year, maybe a 
month or so before. This will 
give the public a good op­
portunity to find out whether 
this whole agitation around 
reservations was a genuine 
attempt at correcting a his­
torical wrong or an attempt 
to divide the community for 
political gains. Wc will find 
out sooner than later.

(The views expressed in 
ihe ariicle are those o f  the 
author a>ul do not reflect in 
any »ray his aff iliation lo any 
organization or institution)

M ushroom ing  
coke plants in 

M eghalaya
Editor,
News on dismantling o f 

coke factories in the state 
hy the District authorities 
as per orders of the M e­
ghalaya H igh Court has 
dominated the front pages 
o f  Meghalaya’s major print 
and electronic media during 
the last one week or so. But 
till date only 9 coke plants 
arc reported in East Jaintia 
and West Khasi liills. What 
about the rest 82 plants that 
need to be dismantled? What 
about the so calbd legally 
set up plants sincc they also 
cause environment pollu­
tion much to the careless­
ness or indifference o f  the 
MSPCB? But what is o f  
serious concern to me and 
perhaps many otkcrs is the 
fact that then: more than 161 
cokc coal plants h  East and 
West Jaintia Hills and West 
Khasi H ills Districts, not 
to mention others in Garo 
Hills and the environmental 
disaster that these plants 
have caused on humans, ani­
mals, plants and aquatic lives 
over the past ten odd years. 
This damage to humans and 
the environment cannot be 
described o r quantified. I 
personally have visited quite
a  n u m b e r  o f  c o k c  p la n ts  in
both Jaintia and West Khasi 
Hills and the pollution they 
cause is horrific and worse

than the gas chambers set up 
by Nazis. These monstrous 
cokc coal plants feed on coal 
easily available from locally 
mined, which are in close 
proximity to the plants. The 
32 tonner plus trucks used 
to carry coke along w ith the 
illegally mined coal from 
Jaintia Hills and West Khasi Hills to their destinations in 
Assam duri ng the last 10 oeld 
years with the tacit knowl­
edge and understanding of 
the authorities concerned. 
Yet the government had the 
audacity to deny and wash 
its hands o f  the fact that coal 
is illegally mined and trans­
ported to Assam elsewhere.

Now wc all know that 
for setting up cokc plants, 
cement plants or other In ­
dustrie's in the state one has 
to apply to the Industries 
Department with the concur­
rence o f  the Meghalaya State 
Pollution Board by undergo­
ing various processes. Now 
we may ask why was the In­
dustries Department so quick 
to grant the much- needed 
single window clcaranccs 
and for MSPCB also in giv­
ing environmental clearance 
certificates to applicants who 
apply for setting up indus­
tries? The answer clcarly 
is based on various con­
siderations. among which 
is political influence. It is 
political clout and the money 
power that the applicants 
have to influence these au­
thorities which is the decid­
ing factor for every business 
in Meghalaya. Hcncc the

larger intercsts o f  the many 
arc sacrificed for the vested 
interests o f  a few and hcncc 
we have so many industries 
or com panies w hich are 
causing environmental pol­
lution tltat can shorten our 
lives for the benefit o f  just a 
few. Governments arc meant 
to protect the intercsts o f  its people but in our case it 
is the few that control the 
Government. It's a pathetic 
state indeed!

Yours etc., 
Philip Marweifi, 

Sr. Journalist.
Shillong

Yes or No to 
‘Artificial 

Intelligence’?
Editor,
A century or so ago. Ada 

Lovclacc had already pre­
dicted about artificial intel­
ligence. Others have also, 
predictably, mentioned the 
downfall o f  human labour, 
which will be substituted by 
human-made robots. Robots 
were invented in the mid- 
1950s. It was a boon in those 
days. Things change, and so 
docs their context. A ccntury 
later, we arc all struggling 
to get good jobs bccausc of 
the apparent outcome. Who 
would have known that the 
invention o f  humans would 
I*: a subject i>f study fi»i Un­
people? It is uncommon for 
educational institutions not 
to have a dedicated subject

for the study o f  Computer 
Science. The emergence of 
Artificial Intelligence has 
been regarded as both a 
blessing and a curse in cer­
tain countries worldwide.

At least for The United 
States o f  America, a devel­
oped country, does its pro­
gressive development at all hamper the sate? Will it at 
all affect human labour”? Yes, 
it did in the past, but at pres­
ent it might not be affected 
as much as in the developing 
countries.

Talking ab^ut developing 
countries, let’s magnify our 
own nation. Chat GPT was 
introduced list November, 
and it has un brtunatcly be­
come a tool :>f intelligence 
for many, including univer­
sities. colleges, and even 
schools, whether for tcachcrs 
or students. Will the easily 
accessible Chat GPT be uti­
lised wisely? It is available 
through various applications, 
platforms, or websites that 
integrate or deploy the model 
for conversational purposes. 
The educated class uses Chat 
GPT for a qiick search: its 
entire function is to gather 
the  already available re­
sources on Geogle. It gathers 
the information, provides it 
to us from all sources, and 
shares it with us in a defined 
manner.

In earlier days, wc took 
pains to go to the library’ to 
g e l  eu u  a s s ig n m e n ts  ik m c .  
in the 2000s. wc relied on 
encyclopedias for a minute 
search; in tl'c late 2000s,

w c relied on the Internet 
(Google): and at present, we 
rely on Chat GPT. What docs 
this imply? Docs it mean that 
time is precious, not educa­
tion? Arc wc becoming over 
reliant on Al to the extent 
that w e avoid making e f­
forts ourselves? Chat GPT is 
undoubtedly useful for quick research, providing research­
ers with impromptu idc*as 
on various subjects. What is 
the most spellbinding factor 
here is that students often 
rely heavily on Chat GPT 
for their assignments and 
presentations and nothing 
o f  their own research and 
creative works.

If Artificial Intelligence 
dominates the young popu­
lation o f  the country’, what 
will happen to us in the 
future? Where will our na­
tion go? Who will take the 
call? Who will be blamed? 
Should the Government of 
India intervene? Should they 
ban it entirely in the country? 
Most importantly. Artificial 
Intelligence is not and never 
will be good for a country 
like ours, especially when 
more than 50% o f the popu­
lation is below the age o f  25 
and more than 65% below 
the age o f  35. A developing 
country like ours, being the 
5th largest economy in the 
world, still has the scope of 
reaching its zenith with the 
minds and intelligence o f  its 
|>vo|jlc and not with Uie aid 
o f  Artificial Intelligence. I 
haw , firsthand, seen students 
using it and copicd it exactly

the way it is.
There is a surplus o f  Ar­

tificial Intelligence over the 
internet that is accessible 
and that works for different 
assigned tasks: most o f  them 
require a fee to subscribe, 
and others, like Chat GPT. 
are available for free. Most 
of us subscribed to Chat GPT to understand the language 
o f  Artificial Intelligence and 
to learn its pros and cons, but 
to entirely rely on it is noth­
ing but a waste o f  one's own 
intelligence.

I end my observation and 
open the door for a debate. 
If one relics solely on Chat 
GPT, arc they aware that 
they are overshadowing their 
intclligcncc?Can students of 
the contemporary world fo­
cus their efforts on research

young citizens understand 
that AI is nothing but a silver 
lining in the dark clouds? 
How can w e help young 
citizens understand that Al 
is not the solution in itself, 
but rather a tool that should 
be approached critically? For 
the rest, you can make your 
own judgment on whether 
to frequently use it or to use 
it once in a blue moon, or to 
never use it at all.

Yours etc., 
Emidao Shylla, 

Shillong-2
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

Now o r N ever: N eed fo r 
Railw ays in M eghalaya 
for E conom ic Progress

By Patrick Kurbah
Benjamin Lyngdoh's ar­

ticle, ‘M eghalaya's po li­
tics o f pacating  pressure 
groups’(ST July 13. 2023). 
laid vital emphasis on why it 
is now pertinent for Megha­
laya to drive its economy and 
get past pressure groups 
w hich have become insensi­
tive lo the suffering o f  the 
masses and are only raising 
gimmicky political issues to 
stay in the limelight.

Taking the econom ic 
spirit o f  l-is article forward, 
it is perhaps the most crucial 
juncture a: which Meghalaya 
is standing, now that it has 
to take a call on introducing 
railways. With the Centre 
having already allotted funds 
for the same and the NFR 
waiting tc get a green signal 
from the state for implemen­
tation. the MDA-2 govern­
ment mutf do all that it takes 
to w clconc this potential 
game-changer which could 
allfftlwmiKi? fur our fullin'
generation and take care o f 
most major woes that the 
state is currently facing.

For thi» article, let us take 
three areas: Unemployment, 
inflation and ease-of-doing- 
busincss concerns.Unemployment is a sig­
nificant issue in Meghalaya, 
with many young people 
struggling to find stable 
and well-paying jobs. Data 
from think tanks suggest 
that unemployment rate in 
Meghalaya is relatively low 
compared to the other states 
o f  the conntry. But that as­
sumption is essentially based 
on the Labour Participation 
Rate (LPR). which is defined 
by the working population 
in the 16-64 age group em­
ployed oi seeking employ­
ment. In Meghalaya, more 
people arc seeking employ­
ment as per the LPR.

In this scenario, one docs 
not need a reminder that In­
dian Railways is one o f  the 
largest employment provid­
ers in Incia. As per official 
data o f  the Indian Railways, 
more than 12 lakh people 
have received direct employ­
ment till 2022.

The introduction o f  rail­
ways could create a plethora 
o f  employment opportunities 
for our youth, both directly 
and indirectly. Direct em­
ployment would come from 
the construction, operation, 
and maintenance o f  the rail­
way system, while indirect 
em ploym ent could  arise  from ancillary industries 
such as warehousing, last- 
mile logistics, hospitality, re­
tail. and tourism that would 
fare well due to improved 
connectivity. This basically 
means raiways will also be 
a supplement to the alrcady- 
fiourishir.g sectors in Me­
ghalaya.

Inflation is another press­
ing conc:rn lor the state. 
It is largely acknowledged 
that the cost o f  doing busi­
ness and the cost o f  living 
is quite high in Meghalaya. 
Even oth;r goods and ser­
vices aside, the everyday 
vegetable markets arc cur­
rently testimony to the kind 
o f  unaffordability that is 
slowly creeping into our 
state, impacting margina­
lised classes directly and 
disproportionately. This is coupfcd with the fact that our 
local produce, accounting for 
packaging and transportation 
costs, are unable to compcie 
with the products that come 
in from ether states due to 
which local fanners arc ul­
timately not able to sell the 
desired amounts and com­
mand the right price. This 
is also due to the fact that 
produce from other states be­
come competitive in pricing 
due to the low transportation 
costs brought about majorly 
by railways.

Cut to Mcndipathar. the 
only existing and functional 
railway station in Mcghalava, 
where fanners o f  the region 
regularly lake the trains to go 
and sell all o f  their produce 
across the border in Assam 
and satisfactorily command 
prices. Detractors must prob­
ably do a case study on 
Mcndipathar to understand 
the impac railways have had 
on the farmers o f  the region 
to utulcisund the benefits the 
state could unlock.

Currently, the lack o f  a 
robust transportation net­
work means that goods often 
have to be transported by 
road, which is both time- 
consuming and expensive 
(not to mention the benefits 
some members o f  the state arc receiving due to this for

which they arc complicit in 
the opposition o f railways, 
but that is a topic for another 
day). Railways, with their 
ability to transport large 
volumes o f  goods quickly 
and efficiently, could sig­
nificantly reduce these costs, 
tackling inflation.

Lastly, the lack o f  an ef­
ficient transportation mode 
poses significant barriers to 
doing business in Megha­
laya. It hampers the state's 
ability to attract investment 
and stifles the exposure of 
local businesses to the out­
side world.

One can consider the 
w arehousing m odel that 
Assam is currently follow­
ing, which is getting a good 
chunk o f  revenue for the 
state. Major companies arc 
currently willing to invest in 
our neighbouring state due 
to the possibility o f  setting 
up warehouses along the 
railway lines, doing away with heavy last-mile logis­
tics costs. This in turn means 
easy and quick availability 
o f  goods for the state and 
furthermore, development 
o f  an eventual logistics hub 
for the entire northeastern

jo r  industrial estates have 
huge inv estments front some 
of the biggest companies in 
India due to their proximity 
to the railways.

In O disha and Andhra 
Pradesh, which have major 
tribal belts.effective railway 
connectivity, and likewise 
industrial investments, have 
opened up formal employ­
ment opportunities for tribal 
youth, in turn uplifting the 
overall socio-economic sta­tus o f  their communities.

In short, effective trans­
portation is a major con­
tributor for bringing in in­
vestments, which facilitates 
employment and economic growth. No country or state 
in the history o f  mankind's 
existence has ever flourished 
by keeping their economy 
closed.

Those dem anding ILP 
without being able to pro­
vide ample justification as 
to why M eghalaya man* 
datorily needs this archaic 
measure for facilitating rail-

the Land Transfer Act are 
not stakeholders. It prods 
one to think that it is prob­
ably a buzzword used most 
efficiently (and violently) by such groups when sud­
denly the limelight on them 
dies down. Let some facts 
be clear, pressure groups do 
not represent us in any form 
despite the noise they crcaic. 
They are not democratically 
elected. They cannot provide 
employment to our children. 
They cannot bring in invest­
ments. If they arc in no way 
helpful to society and to the 
government, they are not 
stakeholders in this debate.

G reater econom ic au ­tonomy for Meghalaya
Let us not forget the 

standstill-condition the city 
reeled under when the As­
sam Petroleum  Mazdoor 
Union stopped supply o f  fuel 
to the state fora few days in November last year. While 
the surrounding incidents 
were an exception, this also 
tells us that as a state we are 
still heavily dependent on 
other states, especially As­
sam. for transportation of our 
goods. In such a scenario, we 
need to look at how wc can 
increase autonomy over our 
cconomy. If the opinion of 
people in the past has been 
that Assam cannot play a 'big brother* to Meghalaya, 
the first step is to secure our 
economy by welcoming the 
railways so that wc are no 
longer at the mercy o f  our 
neighbouring state.

$10 billion cconomy pos­
sible with Railways

C hief M inister Conrad 
Sangma has laid an ambi­
tious target in this year’s 
budget, that is to transform 
the state into a $10 billion 
economy by the end o f  his 
five-year term. In the current progression o f  the state’s 
economy, the goal looks far­
fetched. However, railways 
could probably be a major 
catalyst in this journey. And 
why not? Indian Railways 
generate approximately Rs. 
two lakh crorc annually, 
which leaves no room for 
doubting its economic im­
pact. (The author is a legal 
consultant)
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Guys active on social media are less manly: Here’s why?
F o r  b e t te r  o r  w o rs e , m uch  o f  l i f e  is  c a t ­

e g o r iz e d  a lo n g  g e n d e re d  l in e s :  C lo th in g  
s to re s  have s e c tio n s  fo r  m en a n d  w om en , 
c e r ta in  fo o d s  are  c o n s id e re d  m o re  m an ly  o r  m ore  
f e m in in e , and  even  d rin k s can  tak e  o n  a gen d ere d  

s h e e n  ( “ m an m o sa ,” an y o n e ? ).
O u r n ew ly  p u b lish e d  re se a rc h  f in d s th a t even 

s o c ia l m ed ia  is a c a n v a s fo r  r ig id  g e n d e r  s te r e o ­
ty p in g .

S p e c if ic a lly , w e show  th a t m en w ho p o s t  o ften  
o n  so c ia l m edia a rc  see n  a s  f e m in in e , a p h e n o m ­
en o n  w c re fe r  to a s  th e  “ f rc q u e n t-p o s tin g  f e m i­
n in ity  s te re o ty p e .” We o b se rv e d  th is  b ia s  in fou r 
e x p e r im e n ts  fe a tu r in g  o v e r  1 .3 0 0  re sp o n d e n ts  
from  th e  U .S . and U .K .

To p o st is  to  be  see n  a s  u n m a n ly
As co n su m er b e h a v io u r  re se a rc h e rs , w e  have 

lo n g  b een  in te re s te d  in th e  c o n tra d ic t io n s , p e ­
c u l ia r i t ie s  and re s t r ic t io n s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m a s­
c u lin ity .

T h ese  d y n am ics have f a r- re a c h in g  im p lic a tio n s  
in th e  w orld  c f  m a rk e tin g . It is  w id e ly  k now n, 
for e x a m p le , that C oke Z e ro  w as c r c a tc d  a s  an 
a l te rn a t iv e  to D iet C o k e , a p ro d u c t th a t m en n o ­
to rio u s ly  sh ied  aw ay from  fo r  its  p e rc e iv e d  tic s  to 
w om en  w ho w an ted  to  lo se  w e ig h t. T h e re 's  even 
a te n d e n c y  fo i p e o p le  to  th in k  it is u n m an ly  to 
s le e p  m o re , b ecau se  n e e d in g  re s t is  c o n n e c te d  to 
b e in g  w eak  and v u ln e ra b le .

Wc th o u g h t a b o u t how  so m e o f  th e se  n o tio n s  
m igh t c o m e irito p la y  o n  so c ia l m ed ia . P o llin g  
d a ta  s u g g e s ts  th a t  m en and  w o m en  u se  so c ia l  
m ed ia  p la tfo rm s  in very  d iffe re n t  w ays: F o r e x ­
a m p le . m en tend  to  be  on few er p la tfo rm s  o v e ra ll 
a n d  d o n 't  post as o fte n  a s  w om en  o n  ap p s like  
Ins tag ram .

Wc w ondered  i f  g e n d e r  b ia se s  had a n y th in g  to 
d o  w ith  w hy. Arc m en ju d g e d  h a rsh ly  w hen they 
sh a re  on so cia l m ed ia?

To te s t  th is  q u e s t io n , w e ran  a s e r ie s  o f  e x ­
p e r im e n ts  in w hich  r e sp o n d e n ts  w ere  a sk e d  to 
e v a lu a te  a " n o rm a l, a v e ra g e , o rd in a ry ” m an who 
c i th e r  fre q u e n tly  o r  ra re ly  p o sts  on  so c ia l m ed ia . 
To p ro v id e  a m ore c o n c re te  p ic tu re , w c d e sc rib e d  
th e  man a s  so m eone w ho p o sts  o n lin e  fo r  fun  and 
h as a m od era te  n u m be r o f  fo llo w e rs .

R esp o nd en ts c o n s is te n tly  ra te d  the  m an as m ore 
fe m in in e  w hca he w a s d e sc r ib e d  as a fre q u e n t 
s o c ia l m ed ia  p o ste r . T h is  w as tru e  re g a rd le s s  o f  
a ssu m p tio n s  m ade a b o u t th e  m a n 's  ag e , e d u c a ­
t io n , w ea lth , and p re fe r re d  so c ia l m ed ia  p la tfo rm . 
W e a lso  c o n tro lle d  fo r th e  g e n d e r, a g e . p o litic a l 
b e l ie fs , and  so c ia l m ed ia  use  o f  the  p e o p le  who 
p a r tic ip a te d  in the  stu d y .

N o tab ly , w e u sed  an  id e n tic a l  sc e n a rio  to  d e ­
s c r ib e  a w o m an 's  p o s tin g  b e h a v io u r  and  post 
f re q u e n c y  h ad  no e f fe c t  o n  how  fe m in in e  peop le  
th o u g h t sh e  was.

An a v e r s io n  to  a p p e a r in g  n e e d y
W h at. th e n , e x p la in s  th is  so m e w h a t u n u su a l 

e f fe c t?
Wc d is c o v e re d  th a t a n y o n e  w ho  f re q u e n tly  

p o s ts . re g a rd le ss  o f  th e ir  g e n d e r. c o m es a c ro ss  as 
a p e rso n  w ho  see ks a t te n t io n  and  v a l id a tio n . But 
th is  p ro je c te d  sen se  o f  n e e d in e ss  o n ly  t ra n s la te s

A

#
>J

to  p e rc e iv e d  f e m in in ity  in m en.
T h is  n a k c s sen se . A fte r  a l l . rc sca rch  has show n 

th a t re je c tin g  fem in in ity  is c ru c ia l to c o n v en tio n a l 
n o tio n s  o f  m an h o od , w h ile  a v o id in g  m a sc u lin ity  
is not n ecessa r ily  c ru c ia l to c o n v e n tio n a l w o m an ­
hood . Ind ee d, ad s . TV sh o w s , m o v ie s  and  m usic 
c o n tin u ;  to re in fo rc e  id e a s  th a t m en be re so lu te ly  
s to ic  and s e lf -s u ff ic ic n t. O u r re su lts  in d ic a te  that 
by p o stin g  f re q u e n tly  o n lin e , m en com c a c ro s s  as 
the o p p o s ite .

N o t on ly  th a t, bu t th e  " f rc q u e n t-p o s t in g  fem i­
n in ity  s te re o ty p e ” e f fe c t  tu rn e d  ou t to  be  even  
m ore  stu b b o rn  than  w c cx p c c tc d .

Tw o o f  o u r  e x p e r im e n ts  a t te m p te d , b u t u l t i ­
m ate ly  fa ile d , to  c u rb  th is  b ia s .

F irs t, w c e x a m in e d  w h e th e r  m en w ere  ju d g e d  
d iffe re n tly  w hen sh a r in g  c o n tc n t a b o u t o th e rs  as 
op p o sed  to  th e m se lv e s  th e  id ea  b e in g  th a t th is 
form  o f  p o s t in g  b e h a v io u r  w ou ld  co m e a c ro ss  as 
c o n s id e ra te  and  not a s  v a l id a tio n - se e k in g . S e c ­
on d , w e ex am in ed  w h e th e r  m ale in flu c n c c rs  who 
p o st la rg e ly  fo r  p ro fe s s io n a l  r e a so n s  faced  the 
sam e  s te re o ty p e .

In bo th  e a s e s  and  to  our su rp ris e  fre q u e n t 
p o s tin g  c a u se d  p a r tic ip a n ts  to  see  th e se  so c ia l 
m ed ia  u se rs as m ore  fem in in e .

B ro a d e n in g  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  m a n h o o d
T h e re ’s  a lo t w e d o n 't  kn o w  a b o u t th is  u n iq ue  

p re ju d ic e .
F o r e x am p le , i t 's  u n c le a r  to  w hat d e g re e  the  

f rc q u e n t-p o s tin g  f e m in in i ty  s te r e o ty p e  a f fe c ts  
how  men a rc  ju d g e d  in d iff e r e n t  c u l tu re s . W h ile  
m en a ro un d  th e  w o rld  a rc  o fte n  c o n s id e re d  less 
m a scu lin e  w hen  th e y  a p p e a r  need y , o u r  rc sc a rc h  
o n ly  in c lu d e d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  fro m  th e  U .K . and  
U.S .

Ju s t i s  c r i t ic a l :  H ow  can  th e  c o n n c c tio n  b e ­
tw een  f req u en t p o s tin g  and  f e m in in ity  be b roken  
a l to g e th e r?  O u r r e se a rc h  su g g e s ts  th a t th is  link  
is d u rab le  and r e f le c ts  p e r s is te n t  g e n d e r  d y n a m ­
ics .

S t i l l ,  i t ’s  w o rth  e x p lo rin g  how  p la tfo rm s  can 
c u rb  th is  p re ju d ic e  th ro u g h  th e i r  d e s ig n . F o r 
ex a m p le . B cR cal is  an ap p  th a t p ro m p ts  u se rs  
to  q u ic k ly  sh a re  an u n e d ite d  p h o to  sn a p s h o t o f  
w h at th e y 'r e  d o in g  a t a random  tim e  th ro u g h o u t 
the day. F u n c tio n s  lik e  th e se  see m  to  em p h asize  
a u th e n tic ity , ro u tin e , and  co m m u n ity . Is th is  the 
re c ip e  th a t 's  n eed ed  to  c h a n g c  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  
betw een  p o s tin g  an d  v a l id a tio n -se e k in g ?

N o tab ly , m en a rc  e x p e r ie n c in g  h is to ric  ra te s  
o f  so c ia l iso la tio n  an d  fa c in g  d ire  m en ta l h e a lth  
co n se q u e n c e s . T h is  h e a lth  c r is i s  is  l ik e ly  e x a c ­
e rb a te d  b y  p e rv a s iv e  b ia se s  th a t m ake m en  feel 
like  they c a n 't  ta lk  a b o u t th e ir  p rob lem s o r  ask  for 
h e lp . The f rc q u e n t-p o s tin g  f e m in in ity  s te re o ty p e  
r e v e a ls  a n o th e r  in s ta n c e  in w hich  m en  a rc  ju d g e d  
fo r a tte m p tin g  to ex p re ss  th e m se lv e s  and  b u ild  
so c ia l co n n e c tio n s .

A s New York T im e s c o r re sp o n d e n t C la ire  C ain  
M ille r  w ro te  in 2 0 1 8 , th e re  a re  " m a n y  w ay s to  be 
a g irl but one w ay  to  be a b o y ,"  b o th  in W estern  
c u ltu re s  and  a ro un d  the  w o rld .

W hat w ill it ta k e  fo r  th a t r ig id  d e f in i t io n  o f  
m anhood  to  be b ro a d e n e d ?

(T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

Engineering gut bacteria and 
microbes can improve health

Get rid of your diet soft drinks
Does artificial sweetener aspartame really cause cancer?

T he hum an  b o d y  is a c o m p le x  o rg a n is m , 
m ade up o f  t r i l l io n s  o f  c e l l s .  B ut no t a ll o f  
them  arc hum an  a b o u t h a lf  o f  them  a rc  
fun g i, m icrobes, and  b a c tc r ia . S c ie n tis ts  a re  s ta r t­
ing  to  un d erstan d  how  and  w hy th e se  c o m m u n itie s 

r e fe r re d  to  a s  m ic ro b io m e s a rc  c ru c ia l to  
th e  fu n c tio n in g  o f  v a rio u s body  sy s te m s .

In th is  cpis:>dc o f  The C o n v e r sa tio n  W eekly, 
w c speak  to  three e x p e r ts  w ho  s tu d y  th e  gut m i- 
c ro b io m e : a g a s tro e n te ro lo g is t , a n e u ro s c ie n tis t , 
a nd  a b io lo g ic a l en g in e e r.

T h e ir  rc sc a rc h  c o n s id e r s  how  th e s e  m icro*  
b io n ic s  a rc  im p o rta n t, w hat the  r e la tio n sh ip  is 
b e tw e e n  m ic ro b io m e s  an d  w e llb e in g , an d  how  
s y n th e tic a lly  en g in ee red  m ic ro o rg an ism s p ro m ise  
new  form s o f  th e ra p ie s .

P a r t n e r s  in  h e a l th  
C h r is  D am aian  is  a g a s t r o e n te r o lo g i s t  an d  

c l in ic a l  a sso c ia te  p ro fe ss o r  at th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
W a sh in g to n . W ash. D an im an  in v e s t ig a te s  how  
m ic ro b io m e s  in th e  gut the  d ig e s t iv e  sy s tem  
from  s ta r t  to f in ish  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  o th e r  
b o d y  sy s te m s . H e lo o k s  a t th e  g u t-b ra in  a x is , 
sp e c if ic a l ly .

D am m an p o in ts  o u t th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  gu t 
m ic ro b io m e . w hich " p la y s  an in c re d ib ly  im p o r­
ta n t ro le  in d ig e s tin g  o u r  foo d . Wc h av e  p o w ­
e r fu l  e n z y m e s  th a t o u r  p a n c re a s  a n d  o u r  liv e r  
a n d  o u r s to m ach , o u r  sa l iv a ry  g la n d s  m a k e .” he 
e x p la in s .

" B u t th e  c a z y m c s  th a t  a r e  o u r  b o d ie s  c a n  
p ro d u c e  o n ly  do so  m uch . So the  la s t p art o f  the 
sm all in te s tin e , um , an d  th e  la rg e  in te s t in e , the  
c o lo n .. . i t ’s  there th a t th e  m ic ro b io m e  is  lik e  o u r  p a r tn e r s  in  h ea lth , c o n v e rt in g  f ib re  in to  th ing s 
lik e  b u ty ra te  and o th e r  sh o r t  c h a in  f a tty  a c id s .” 

S tu d y in g  th ;  c o m p o s i t io n  and b a la n c e  o f  the

g u t m ic ro b io m e  is  s ta r t in g  to re v e a l c o n n e c tio n s  
b e tw e e n  it an d  v a r io u s  n e u ro lo g ic a l c o n d itio n s . 
A n d re a  M c r c h a k , a n  in c o m in g  p o s td o c to ra l  
s c h o la r  a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  F lo rid a , s tu d ie s  the  
gut b io n ic  a s  it a f fe c ts  and is a f fe c te d  by v a rio u s 
c o n d itio n s .

" S o m e b o d y  w ith  m u ltip le  s c le ro s is  is  g o in g  to  
h av e  a d iffe re n t  m ic ro b io m e  from  w hen th e y 'r e  
p e r f e c t ly  h e a l th y  th ro u g h  d ia g n o s is  a n d  th en  
th ro u g h  la te  s ta g e s  o f  d is e a s e , th a t m ic ro b io m e 
is g o in g  to c h a n g c .”

M crchak p o in ts  out that b ccau sc  o f  the  p ro g re s­
s io n  o f  the  c o n d itio n , m u ltip le  sc le ro s is  a llo w s 
s c ie n tis ts  to in v e s t ig a te  the  g u t-b ra in  a x is .

“ I t h ap p en s o v e r  a r e a lly  lo n g  p erio d  o f  tim e , 
w h ich  m ean s th a t  w e  have a r e a l ly  long  tim e  to  

in te rv e n e , an d  a r e a l ly  lo n g  tim e  to try 
and  s to p  w h a t 's  g o in g  o n .” M crchak say s . 
“ W hen a p e rso n ’s f ir s t  d ia g n o se d . t h e y ’re 
n o t n e c e s sa r ily  a t th e  p o in t o f  sev ere  d is ­
a b il i ty  y e t .. .  We can  see  it ea rly  and  we 
can  try  and  s to p  i t .”

E n g in e e r in g  th e  b iom e
A s sc ie n t i s t s  lea rn  m ore about the  gut 

b io m e  an d  i t s  r e la t io n s h ip  to  d is e a s e , 
t h e y 'r e  a lso  s ta r t in g  to  figure o u t w ay s 
to  im p a c t th e  g u t b io m c 's  c o m p o s it io n  
to  p ro d u c e  d if f e r e n t, an d  m ore h e a l th fu l , 
o u tco m es .

Tac Scok M oon , a b io lo g ic a l e n g in e e r  
a t W ash in g to n  U n iv e rs ity  at S t. L o u is . 
M o., lo o k s at how  sy n th e tic  b io lo g y  can  

b e  em p lo y e d  w ith in  th e  g u t. H e is d e v e lo p in g  
s e n so rs  th a t  can  h e lp  a d ju s t  th e  co m p o s itio n  o f  
th e  gut b io m e  and  v a r io u s  m ic ro b e  c o m m u n itie s  
w ith in  it.

“ W hat I w an t to  do  is . th e re  a rc  som e en zy m es 
th a t b re a k  d o w n  o r  sy n th e s iz e  s e r o to n in .” he 
say s . " In  re sp o n se  to  the  se ro to n in  level, b a c te r ia  
w o u ld  h av e  the  a b il i ty  to  c o n tro l the  c o n c e n tra ­
tio n  o f  se ro to n in  b y  p ro d u c in g  an  enzym e th a t 
b re a k d o w n  se ro to n in  i f  th e  se ro to n in  le v e l  is 
to o  h ig h .”

S c ie n tis ts  a re  lo o k in g  at how  m an ip u la tin g  the  
gut b io m e c a n  h e lp  a d d re s s  v a rio u s  c o n d itio n s , 
b u t M erchak  p o in ts  o u t th a t i t 's  n o t a s  s t r a ig h t ­
fo rw ard  a s  it so u n d s.

“ Wc know  th a t i f  y o u  c h a n g e  w h it  y o u  e a t, it 
c h a n g e s  th e  co m p o sitio n  o f  y o u r gut m icrob iom c. 
A nd so u l tim a te ly , i f  w c f in d  b e n e f ic ia l b a c te r ia  
th a t w e th in k  is g o in g  to be  p ro m isin g  fo r a w ide 
sw a th  o f  p e o p le , g e n e ra lly , th a t 's  go in g  to com e 
w ith  a d ie ta ry  c h a n g e  in  o rd e r  to  m ain ta in  th o se  
p o p u la tio n s ."  (T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

T he In te rn a tio na l A gency for R esearch  on 
C an cer  (IA R C ), w hich is the  sp ec ia lise d  
c an cer  agency  o f  the  W orld H ealth  O rga n i­
z a tio n . has d eclared  asp artam e  may be a possib le 
c a rc in og en ic  hazard  to hum ans.

A nother branch  o f  the  W HO, the  Jo in t WHO 
and Food and A g ricu ltu re  O rg a n iz a tio n 's  Expert 
C o m m ittee  on Food A d d itiv es has a ssessed  the 
risk  an d  d e v e lo p e d  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o n  how 
m uch asp artam e  is safe  to co n su m e. T hey  have 
rccom m cndcd the a c ccp tab lc  d a ily  in take  be  0 to 
40nig  p er k ilo  o f  body  w eigh t, as we c u rren tly  
have in A u stra lia .

A hazard  is d iffe re n t to a risk . The hazard  ra t­
ing m eans i t 's  an agen t that is cap ab lc  o f  causing  
cancer; a risk m easures the  lik e lih o o d  it could  
cau se  cancer.

So w hat d o c s  th is  h azard  asse ssm e n t m ean 
fo r you?

F i i » t l > ,  »  l i a t  i s  a s p a i  f a m e ?
A spartam e is an  a r ­

tific ia l sw ee ten er  that 
is 200  tim e s sw ee te r 
than su g ar, but w ith ­
out any k ilo jo u les.

I t 's  u sed in a v a ri­
ety o f  p roducts includ­
ing carb o na ted  d rinks 
su ch  a s  C o k e  Z e ro .
D iet C oke, Pepsi Max 
and som e hom e b rand 
o f f e r i n g s .  Y ou c a n  
id en tify  asp artam e in 
d r in k s  and  foo d s by 
lo o k in g  fo r  a d d it iv e  
num ber 95 I.

Food p ro d u c ts such 
as y o g u rt and  c o n fe c ­
tio ne ry  m ay a lso  co n tain  asp artam e , but i t 's  not 
s tab le  at w arm  tem p era tu res  and  thus not used 
in baked goods.

C o m m e rc ia l  n a m e s  o f  a s p a r ta m e  in c lu d e  
E q u al. N u tra sw c c t, C an d crc l and  S ugar Tw in. 
In A u stra lia  the  a c ccp tab lc  d a ily  in take is 40m g 
per k ilo  o f  body w e ig h t p e r  day, w h ich  is about 
60 sac he ts .

In A m erica  th e  a c c c p ta b lc  d a ily  in tak e  has 
been  set at 75 sachc ts .

W h at e v id e n c e  h av e  th ey  u sed  
to  com c to  th is  c o n c lu s io n ?

IA R C  lo o k e d  c lo se ly  a t th e  e v id e n c e  base  
from  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld  u sin g  da ta  from  o b ­
se rv a tio n a l s tu d ie s , e x p e r im e n ta l s tu d ie s  and 
an im al s tu d ies .

T hey  found there w as som e lim ited  ev id en ce  
in hum an stu d ie s  lin k in g  asp artam e  and  can cer  
( sp ec ifica lly  liv e r  can cer)  and  lim ited  cv idcncc 
from  anim al s tu d ie s  a s  w ell.

They also considered  the b io logical m echanism  
stu d ies w hich  show ed  how can cer  may d evelop  
from  the  c o n su m p tion  o f  a spartam e.

U sually  th e se  a rc  la b -b a s e d  s tu d ie s  w hich  
show  cx ac tly  how  e x p o su re  to  th e  ag en t may 
lead  to i. cancer. In th is  case  they found  there  
w as lim ited  cv idcncc for how aspartam e m ight 
c au sc  canccr.

T h e re  w ere o n ly  th re e  h u m an  s tu d ie s  that 
looked  at ca n c e r  and a sp artam e  in take. T hese 
large observational stud ies used the in take  o f  soft 
d rin k s a* an  in d ic a to r  o f  a sp artam e  in take .

A ll three found a p o sitiv e  asso c ia tio n  betw een 
a r tif ic ia lly  sw ee tened  b ev erag es and liv e r  can ccr 
in e ith e r  all o f  th e  popu la tio n  they w ere s tu d y ­
ing o r  sub-g roups w ith in  them . B ut these  s tu d ies  
c o u l d  n u t  t u l e  o u t  u t l i c i  f a c l o i s  t l i u i  m a y  l i u v c

b e e n  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  
the f in d in g s.

A s tu d y  c o n d u c ted  
in  E u ro p e  f o l lo w e d
4 7 5 .0 0 0  p e o p le  fo r  
I 1 y e a r s  a n d  fo u n d  
th a t  e a c h  a d d i t io n ­
a l se rv e  o f  d ie t  so f t 
d r in k  c o n su n ic d  p e r  
w eek w as linked  to a 
6%  in c re a se d  risk  o f  
l iv e r  canccr. H ow ever 
the s c ie n tis ts  d id  co n ­
clude' that d ue to  the 
r a rity  o f  liv e r  can ccr  
th e y  s t i l l  h ad  sm a ll 
n um bers o f  peo p le  in 
the  study.

In a study from  the  U S. in c rea sed  risk o f  liv e r  
c a n c c r  w as seen  in p eo p le  w ith d ia b e te s  who 
d rank m ore than  tw o o r  m ore  can s o f  a d ie t soda 
a w eek.

T he th ird  study , a lso  from the  U S. found  an 
increase  in liv e r  can ccr  risk in men w ho never 
sm oked tn d  d rank tw o  o r  m ore a r tif ic ia lly  sw ee t­
ened  d rinks a day.

F rom  h is th ey  have d c c id cd  to d ec la re  a sp a r­
tam e as ) G roup  2b “ p o ss ib le  ca rc in o g en ” . But 
they have a lso  sa id  m ore and  b e tte r  research  is 
needed  to fu r th e r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  r e la tio n sh ip  
b etw een asp artam e  and canccr.

IA RC has fou r ca te g o rie s  (g ro u p in gs)  a v a il­
a b le  fo r  p o te n tia l  su b s ta n c e s  (o r  a s  th ey  a rc  
re fe rre d  to by IA R C , "a g e n ts" )  that may cau sc  
canccr. (T h e C o n v e rsa tio n )
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Political representation doesn’t mean racial justice

T h e r e 's  n o  q u e s t io n  th a t  
B r i tis h  p o lit ic s  is  b e c o m ­
in g  m o re  d iv e r s e .  F ro m  
o n ly  fo u r  m in o r ity  c th n ic  M Ps 
c lc c tc d  in  1987, now  67 M Ps 

arc  from  a m ino rity  c th n ic  b a c k ­
g ro u n d .

T he S c o t ti s h  f ir s t  m in is te r .  
H um za Y o u saf. re c e n tly  becam e 
th e  f ir s t  m in o rity  c th n ic  le a d e r  
o f  a d e v o lv e d  g o v ern m en t and  
th e  f ir s t  M u slim  to  le a d  a m ajo r  
UK p arty . Y o u saf fo llo w s a n u m ­
b e r  o f  h is to r ic  f ir s ts : a M u slim  
m ay o r o f  L ondon  (S a d iq  K h a n ), 
th e  f ir s t  B r itish  A sian  UK p rim e  
m in is te r  (R ish i S u n ak ), an d  the  
f i r s t  f e m a le  m in o r i ty  e th n ic  
h o m e  s e c r e t a r y  ( P r i t i  P a t e l )  
s u c c e e d e d  by a n o th e r  m in o r ity  
c th n ic  w o m an . (S u e lla  B rav cr- 
m an ).

P e o p le  o f te n  assu m e  th a t i f  
a p e rso n  in p ow er is an  e th n ic  
m in o r i ty ,  th e y  w i l l  a d v o c a te  
m ore  s tro n g ly  for m in o r i ty  c th ­
n ic  c o m m u n i t ie s .  B u t . as o u r  
re se a rc h  sh o w s, c th n ic  d iv e rs i ty  
in g o v ern m en t is  no t a g u a ra n te e  
o f  ra c ia l j u s t ic e .

S om e m in o r ity  e th n ic  p o l i t i ­
c ia n s  a l ig n  th e m se lv e s  w ith  a 
" m o d e l  m in o r i ty ” a r c h e ty p e ,  
a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  to  
q u in te s s e n t i a l ! ) ' B r i t i s h ,  c o n ­
se r v a t iv e  v a lu e s  o f  h a rd  w o rk  
and  e n tre p re n e u r sh ip . T h is  w as 
an o f t- re p e a te d  m e ssag e  in  the
2 0 2 2  C o n s e rv a t iv e  le a d e r s h ip

c a m p a ig n ,  th e  m o s t  r a c i a l l y  
d iv e rs e  in h is to ry .

M in o r ity  e th n ic  p o l i t i c i a n s ' 
p re se n c e  in th e  s e n io r  e c h e lo n s  
o f  UK p o lit ic s  is a sy m b o l o f  d i ­
v e r s i ty  and  so c ia l  p ro g rc s s iv c -  
n c s s . T h is ,  i r o n ic a l ly ,  a l lo w s  
th e se  g o v e rn m e n t m in is te rs  lo 
ju s t i f y  p o l ic ie s  Ih a t a r c  c ru c i 
to  im m ig ra n ts , a n d  ig n o re  l e ­
g i t im a te  c o n c e r n s  o f  m in o r i ty  
e th n ic  c i t iz e n s .

B ad cn o ch  h as re b u f fe d  c a l ls  
fo r  m o re  te a c h in g  o f  b la c k  h is ­
to ry  in s c h o o ls . A 2 0 2 0  re p o r t 
from  th e  ra c e  e q u a l i ty  th in k tan k  
th e  R u n n y m e d e  T ru st sa id  th a t 
m o re  d iv e rs i ty  in w h a t c h i ld re n  
a rc  ta u g h t  is  k ey  to  a d d re s s in g  
th e  ra c ism  th a t is “ d e e p ly  e m ­
b e d d e d "  in  B r i ta in 's  sc h o o ls .

S p e a k in g  a b o u t p e rp e tr a to rs  
o f  c h i ld  s e x u a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  
B ra v e rm a n  c la im e d  g ro o m in g  
g a n g s  a r e  “ a lm o s t  a l l  B r i t ­
ish  P a k is ta n i  m e n -'.  T h is  w as 
d e s p i te  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  ow n 
e v id e n c e  to  th e  c o n t r a r y . She 
w a s f la n k e d  by S u n ak  s u g g e s t ­
in g  th a t  “ p o l it ic a l  c o r re c tn e s s "  
and  "c u ltu ra l  s e n s i tiv i t ie s ” w ere 
g e t t in g  in th e  w ay  o f  s ta m p in g  g ro o m in g  g a n g s  o u t.

A s hom e se c re ta ry . P riti  P ate l 
c r i t i c i s e d  B la c k  L iv e s  M a tte r  
p ro te s te rs  in 2020 . and d e sc rib e d  
E n g la n d 's  fo o tb a l le rs  tak in g  the 
knee a w id e ly -su p p o r te d  sy m ­
bol o f  a n t i - r a c is t  a c t iv ism  -  a s  
“ g e s tu re  p o l i t i c s ” .

P a te l  h a s  im p lie d  th a t  a s  a 
v ic t im  o f  r a c ism  h e r s e l f ,  sh e  

a n d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  u n ­
d e r s ta n d  ra c ia l in e q u a lity . H er 
s id e l in in g  o f  o th e r s ' v e ry  rea l 
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  ra c ism  is s e e m ­
in g ly  p e rm is s ib le , g iv e n  P a te l 's  
m in o r ity  e th n ic  id e n tity .
A n t i - im m ig r a t io n  s e n t im e n t  

T h e re  a r e  a ls o  e x a m p le s  o f  
m in o r ity  e th n ic  m in is te rs  p u s h ­
in g  p o lic ie s  th a t a c t iv e ly  s t i g ­
m a t is e  a n d  ta rg e t  v u ln e ra b le  
m in o r ity  g ro u p s .

T h e  i l le g a l  m ig ra t io n  b ill  is  
th e  la te s t  e x a m p le  o f  th is . A s 
p o s t- ra c ia l  g a te k e e p e r s , p o l i t i ­
c ia n s  l ik e  B ra v e rm a n  g iv e  l e ­
g i t im a c y  to  h a r d - r ig h t  v ie w s  
o n  ra c e  and  im m ig ra t io n . A t the

sam e t im e , th ey  p ro p u p  th e  lin e  
th a t  im m ig ra t io n  is no  lo n g e r  
a b o u t racc .

At th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  C o n fe r ­
e n c e  in 2 0 2 2 . B rav erm an  s a id . 
“ I t ’s n o t r a c is t  fo r  a n y o n e , c th ­
n ic  m in o r i ty  o r  o th e rw is e , to  
w a n t  to  c o n t ro l  o u i b o rd e r s ."  
A nd y e t she  has l ik c a c d  re fu g e e

T h e  i l l e g a l  m ig r a t io n  b i l l  
co m cs ju s t  a y e a r  a f te r  P a te l led 
th e  p a ssa g e  o f  th e  N a tio n a li ty  
and  B o rd e rs  A ct. B o th  p o lic ie s  
a rc  d e s ig n e d  to  keep  ou t o u ts id ­
e r s , m an y  o f  w hom  a re  b la c k  or 
b ro w n . It is  c o n tra d ic to ry  th a t 
t h e  m in i s t e r s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  
th e se  p o l ic ie s  a r c  d e sc e n d a n ts

f lo w s  to an  " in v a s io n "  an d  sa id  
th a t im m ig ra t io n  th 'c a tc n s  th e  
U K 's  " n a t io n a l  c h a ra c te r” .

N o ta b ly , th e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
im m ig ra t io n  p o lic ie s  o f  reccn t 
y e a r s  a rc  b e in g  fo rm u la te d  and  
c h a m p io n e d  by p o lit ic ia n s  w ho 
a rc  th e m se lv e s  th e  c h ild re n  or 
g r a n d c h i ld r e n  o f  im m ig ra n ts . 
S u n a k 's  g r a n d p a r e n t s  w e r e  
a m o n g  the  H in d u  and S ikh  r e fu ­
g e e s  w ho  f le d  P un jab  fo llo w in g  
th e  p a r t i t i o n  o f  I n d ia . P a te l  
a d m itte d  th a t  h e r  ow n p a re n ts  
w o u ld  no t h a v e  been  a l lo w e d  
in to  th e  UK u n d e r  her im m ig ra ­
tio n  la w s.

o f  im m ig ra n ts  th e m se lv e s .
Im m ig ra t io n  is 
s t i l l  a b o u t  r a c e

D e s p i t e  c o m m e n t s  l i k e  
B r a v e rm a n 's ,  e v id e n c e  sh o w s  
th a t  im m ig r a t io n  is  s t i l l  v e ry  
m u c h  l in k e d  to  r a c c  a n d  ra c -

M an y  m in o r ity  c th n ic  p e o p le  
ev en  th o se  w ho a rc  B r itis h -  

b o rn  o r  n a t u r a l i s e d  c i t i z e n s  
fee l th ey  a re  s t i l l  t a rg e ts  o f  

th e  im m ig ra tio n  d e b a te . E th n ic  
m in o r i t ie s  a re  th e  w orst a ffe c te d  
by  s tr in g e n t  im m ig ra tio n  p o l i ­
c i e s  a n d  s t ig m a t is e d  by  a n t i ­

im m ig ra t io n  la n g u a g e .
P e rc e p t io n s  o f  m ig ra n ts  in 

re la tio n  to w o rth  and  value  c o n ­
tin u e  to be in flu e n c e d  by c la s s  
a n d  r a c c . T h e  c u r re n t  sy s te m , 
w h ic h  d e p e n d s  o n  a h ie ra rc h y  
o f  im m ig ra n ts  b y  " sk i l l " ,  m ean s 
m o s tly  w h ite , u n iv e r s i ty - e d u ­
c a te d  and  E n g lish -sp e a k in g  m i-

As w ith  m in o r ity  e th n ic  p o l i ­
tic ia n s  c a l l in g  fo r  h a rsh  b o rd e r  
p o l ic ie s ,  im m ig ra n t  s ta tu s  o r  
fam ily  h is to ry  is no g u a ra n te e  o f  
l ib e ra l  a t t i tu d e s  to im m ig ra tio n  
o r  a sy lu m .

O f  c o u rs c . th is  a n a ly s is  d o cs 
not a p p ly  to  e v e ry  m in o r ity  e th ­
n ic  p o l it ic ia n . It is  h e a r te n in g  to

g ra n ts  a rc  c o n s is te n t ly  v iew ed  
m o re  f a v o u r a b ly  th a n  b la c k . 
A s ia n  and  M u slim  m ig ra n ts .

A n d  p u b l ic  o p in io n  i s  f a r  
w a rm e r to w a rd s  U k ra in ian  r e fu ­
g e e s  c o m p a re d  w ith  th o se  a lso  
f l e e in g  w a r  in  A f g h a n i s ta n ,  
S y ria . S u d a n , a n d  S o m alia .

M in o r ity  c th n ic  v o te rs  a lso  
p e rc e iv e d  ra c ia l u n d e rto n e s  in 
th e  a n t i - i m m ig r a n t  la n g u a g e  
u s e d  b y  th e  L e a v e  c a m p a ig n  
d u rin g  B re x it. B ut w h ile  m ost 
v o te d  R e m a in , so m e m in o r i ty  
c th n ic  B re x it v o te rs  su p p o rte d  
L ea ve  in o p p o s itio n  to im m ig ra ­
t io n  fro m  e a s te rn  E urope.

se c  o th e r  C o n se rv a tiv e s  sp e a k ­
in g  o u t a b o u t th e  in f la m m a to ry  
a n t i -m ig ra n t  c l im a te . M o h a m ­
m ed A m in , a fo rm e r c h a i r  o f  the  
C o n s e rv a t iv e  M u s lim  F o ru m , 
d e sc r ib e d  B ra v e rm a n 's  rh e to r ic  
a s  “ d isg u s t in g " .

B ut it  is  im p o r ta n t  lo re m e m ­
b er th a t e th n ic  d iv e rs i ty  is not 
ra c ia l ju s t i c e ,  n o r  c a n  it  p ro tc c t  
the  g o v e rn m e n t from  c h a lle n g e s  
to i ts  h a rm fu l p o lic ie s . A s B a r­
o n e s s  S a y e c d a  W a rs i  n o te d :  
" B ra v e rm a n 's  ow n e th n ic  o rig in  
has sh ie ld e d  h e r  fro m  c r it ic ism  
fo r  to o  lo n g ."

( T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

‘S tar - G azing’
B y P t A ja i Bham bi Sunday, JULY 16, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon trine Si turn on your solar return chart and you wil have financial gains. 
You wil enjoy your love tme and your bonding with your spouse it going lo 
be wonderful Your income wil be excellent from various sources. But you will 
manage to keep your exposes under control You will remain devoted to your 
family. You will also rccehe a good news from somewhere. Due to changes in 
the planetary position, thtre will be miraculous changos In your satiation. K 
is a favorable time for getlng new jobbushess offer. You oil also sohe your 
family matters screws*/. voj wil make good progress n your joM>us«ne*s. 
You will also get relief from tensions. Your health win be perfect You wiB also 
receive money that you have given to some persons Your marriage will also 
get finalzed

‘This week for you’

Arios : (March 21 - April 20) It Is going to be a groat woe* for you You 
wil be having financial gains You will also take up new tasks and 
face chaknget with confidence You wi* also g« the apecled 
tolp and assistance from friends and coHeâ jes. You will face 
some chifienges to begin w*i but eventualy vlctoiy wfl be 

1 9 0 K  yours. You wil also spend a lot of your lime w&i your family 
C  members You wil also take out some time fc* fun. entertainment

and retention. You mil also have plans to buy and sell property 
You wrtcempMeyour workwith utnoM dedication and sincerity 
Your bus hew plans will also be successful. You wfl take some 
work lo csmpkte wtti a planned approach

Taurus : (April 21 • May 21 )You will be having new plam. You wvl also 
make lot of mcney. Your social circle wil increase You wil take 
some ccwete decisions In business/woek Whatever work you 

/■ wil think of w* get done. Planetary situation is in your favor 
YouwoidschargeaSyourretpcns«W»etwellandyourflnanclal 

r H f e *  side wvB x  strong Your famiy problems wd get resolved. In 
J j T j  your office, the atmosphere will remain congenial Do not take 

any decleton by being emgelonal Your love Mo «  y |n0 <■> b* 
amuing and you share amaiing bondeig with your mate. 
Your superiors will appreciate you tor some great achievement 
You w* note ahead with a positive attitude.

Gomini : (May 22 - Juno 21)Youw4work hard and wibng to take chal­
lenges. Yxi will also carry your duties nicely. As a result, you 
wil be busy In your wort You w« look forward with a lot of self 

f  confidence. You not bow before anyone and will afco pay 
y  attention !o the injustice. Your life will also run tmootMy on 

. E # .  track lovebirds will havean amatingUrne Creative (houghtswH 
fill up you mhd. And those in media, fashion and f*m industry 
etc will get lot of name and fame People dose to you will give 
lot of resf ect You wM give ad.ice and suggestions to the people 
close to >ou. You wfl also u«c part in some wedang or event 
You wifl dso spend some trne with your chldren.

Cancer : (June 22 • July 22)The beginnng of the week it turning out 
to be good You wil get lot of chance* to cam money. You wfl 

r  take interest in your work and wffl be dedicated a lot. You can
* ^  start a rnw project too. You wfl a Ho undertake some travel 

related pisns. You will get success in business. Work related 
trips wtl t» beneficial and you *na come in contact with lot of 
people. Ttis time Is very good for contacts and meetings. You 
wil get a chance to come closer to someone special You wfl 
be drawn in Sie high tide of romance and your Me w«a be filed 
wlhcolof*. Your opponents wiB try to hurt you and to show you 
down alse. You need to be careful In financial dealings. N It very 
good time for students.

Loo : (July 23 - August 23)The whole week wfl be filed witi Sjl of 
happiness for you These days are totaBy In your favor. You wfl 
have financial gains. Your work wiB also get appreciated and you 
wil work with lot of dedication You wU also And peace in your 
personal ife. You will also have time for pleasure and entertain- 
ment with your to ved ones. Thetime will begood from all anglet 
You wfl tave happiness al around. Your communication skills 
<*il be second to none You wfl be succcsslul In establishing 
a dialogic by your gift of conversation. Students wfl do wel in 
oxams Yxi will also discharge your additional respomibilty 
Days of tmsfon and worries art over.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22 (You wfl remain very busy You wfl 
-  lid<rCttei>t<i»|jtMisiMliUc» to complete in y«uijvtiii*H»e<.iricO

A /  time frame, Even your bosses will put pressure on your and e xpect 
a lot frorr you. Students wil study quie concentrated̂  to get 

/ good resUsYouwill facewra* of a famly member However, all

#

misunderstand rigs and deputes wil be soon removed. You may 
receive some exhlarav>g newt about your fnerd or relative You 
will also take some sold decisionsin business vhich might give 
you good gain uier on. Your love Ife is gohg lobe ama*>ng, And 
your relationshp wtsh your spouse wil be beat*. Money inflow 
will remain uninterrupted during this phase

Libra : (September 23 • October 23) You will 9iraw yourself into 
work and wil not rest til you get the desired results. Money and 
wealth wil keep coming You wui alto make best use cA money. 
And wfl buy valuable items. The time wil beexlremely good and 
happy Youwillaito get tuccettintomeintcrvicwor compel Ave 
exams. Your right advice will change the life ot i person. You wil 
gel appreciated for your work. You will a Ho g* rid of diseases 
It will be knowledge enhancing days. A long sbndng worry wil 
come to an end. Famdy happiness will increase Your Influence 
and impression n the wrcng place wil remain You wtt also 
meet tot of new people

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) You wM be full of tef con­
fidence. And wil take some strong decisions h your business 
which shaQcatt a powerful impact upon your rtraH Your profits 
will increase. And you writ use your Ulent and abilities to your 
best advantage. Your hopes and expectations would be met You 
will impress your boss wiGi your atUude and xitfook. You wil 
aHo have financial gains. You wil come ctose-to your partner 

J ' f  and al misunderstanding of the past wUI gel removed. You wil 
reoover money #>atwat given to scmecne Yew wfl have much 
mental peace. Your long standeig worries wiacome to an end. 
You will Uke tome v<ui decisions which may piove to be fruitful 
for your famtiy later on.

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21 )Youi own people wil 
support you a lot and prove to be your biggest strength. It It 
appropriate time to do some productive work, tecause of favor­
able placement »1 M»*» wtau*9pgoJng «*v>othV and you 
will have gains. You need to keep your anger m check. You wil 
get money and wil have financial gains. You wil have profits in 
your business. It is tkne to add a new chapter in your lore ttory. 
You wil think about the potsttafcly of getting (Tarried to person 
you love Your government related works wfl ke accomplshed 
smoothly You w*B have to work hard, but youw* alto get the 
retult in the tame propoitioa The problems that students were 
facing for a long time will get sorted out

Capricorn : (December 22 - January 20)Your influence wil be high.
You will gel promotion in your job and your pestige wfl rise. 
Your colleagues wt9 alto listen to you and cocperate wtth you. 
Jupiter wifl surely bring lot of financial gains. Al week related to 
money and property w« be resolved Youwilahotravelatotand 
they wiB prove to be tiresome. But you will mike tot oI money 

'•» '• throu{#itravels.Am»dsthec6ewoAscheduleycuwiaalsospend 
tome quaMy time with your family. It wil help /ou to rein, feel 
happy and cheerful. An mporUnt family matter wil also come 
Into discussion. You wil seek a consensus

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)Tbe words of your partner 
will bring music to your cars You wia have an anating time with 
your love mate. You wil also plan loget married People will ap­
preciate your skAs. You w* do introspection. Vou wil alto get 
some important information and news. You will Utopian a major 
expanttcnofyourbusiness MattersofdHpulevflbeccmemore 
complicated, though you wiM be Vie winner. Seme government 
related workmathadgotstruckwtfberetolredwlhthehelpof 
some oflidal You will see a major improve me it in your heath. 
Your influence m *io society will be high You nay attend some 
foncbontnarrlagettc.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) I  is time to mate best use ol a 
very toorable time period. Students MB g« reacts according to 
their expecutions. Those who arepbnnhgtogM married will be 
able to do so. The flacement of Saturn and Ju0ter open the 
doors of profits for you. Your relations with scriors wil become 
corckal and from trne to t»ne you w»l get good benefits Do not 

. take any financial decision in a hasle. You mi{ht remember an
old inodenee and wil be loM mold good menwiot It wil make 
you sentimenttl a bil You wiM witness a sudcen jump r  your 
luck New Jobiliusanest oners wil koep coming. Your colleagues 
will help you In your work You will also being about a change In 
your daily routne and habis.

A capsule w ardrobe can reduce  
consum ption o f fast fashion

S u s ta in a b le  fa sh io n  c h o ic c s  a rc  w itn e s s in g  
an  in c re a s e  in p re fe r e n c e . T h is  in c lu d e s  
th e  m u c h -rc sp c c tc d  c a p su le  w a rd ro b e . Be 
it M a rie  R o n d o ’s w a rd ro b e -fo c u se d  tid y in g  te c h ­
n iq u e  o r  M a tild a  K a h l's  c h o ic e  to w e a r  o n e  o u tf i t  

to w ork  fo r  th re e  y e a r s , th e  tren d  o f  d re s s in g  up 
c o n s c io u s ly  an d  h a v in g  a c a p s u le  w a rd ro b e  is 
g a in in g  tra c tio n . B e fo re  w e g e t in to  how  to b u ild  
a c a p su le  w a rd ro b e , l e t 's  kn o w  w h a t it e n ta i l s .

A c a p su lc  w a rd ro b e  is  an  e d it o f  c lo th in g  that 
has a lo n g  s h e l f  l i fe , is  th o u g h tfu l ly  c u ra te d , and  
is in te rc h a n g e a b le  to m ak e  m u lt ip le  o u t f i t s !  A 
c a p su lc  w a rd ro b e , in e s s e n c e , h e lp s  y o u  in c r e ­
a t in g  a n  a r ra y  o f  lo o k s  w ith  a s e le c te d  n u m be r 
o f  p ie c e s .

The te rm  c a p su lc  w a rd ro b e  w as c o in e d  in the  
1970s by S u s ie  F a u x , th e  o w n e r  o f  a L on d o n  
b o u tiq u e  c a l le d  W ard ro b e . Faux b e lie v e d  that 
a c a p su le  w a rd ro b e  c o m p rise s  a few  e s s e n tia l  
p ie c e s . T h e se  can  b e  su p p le m e n te d  w ith  s e a ­
so n a l a d d it io n s .

C a p s u le  w a rd ro b e s  in th is  d ay  a n d  a g e  a rc  
ha v in g  a r e v iv a l , la rg e ly  d u e  to  an  in c re a se  
in p u b lic  a w a re n e ss . The c o n su m e r  to d a y  is 
m uch m o re  aw a re  o f  th e  h a rm fu l e f fe c ts  o f  fast 
fa sh io n  o n  o u r  p la n e t  an d  a l l  l iv in g  sp c c ic s .

A k ey  tip  to  b u ild  a c a p su le  w a rd ro b e  and 
re d u c e  f a s t  f a s h io n  c o n s u m p t io n , S u ra b h i  
C h o p ra , fo u n d e r  o f  S u rab h i C h o p ra  L abel say s , 
"C lo th e s  a rc  o fte n  o u r  a rm o r  th a t  w c d o  e v e ry  
day . o r  th ey  a rc  a m ean s to c e lc b r a tc  f e s t iv i ­
tie s . The th o u g h t o f  h a v in g  fe w e r  p ie c e s  in 
y o u r  w a rd ro b e  c a n  o f te n  be  o v e rw h e lm in g . 
T h e re fo re , s ta r t  w ith  an a n a ly s is  o f  y o u r  l i f e ­
s ty le . To c rc a tc  a c a p su lc  w a rd ro b e , you  need  
to kn o w  w h a t y o u r  p e rso n a l s ty le  is  an d  w h a t 
p ie c e s  w ill b e  m o st u se fu l fo r  th e  k in d  o f  l i f e ­
s ty le  you  lead . Try  a sk in g  y o u rse lv e s  q u e stio n s 
lik e , ‘Do I n eed  w o rk - sp e c if ic  e lo th e s?  D o I 
need  m ore tra v e l  c lo th e s?  Do I n eed  m o re  fo r ­
mal w e a r? ' C o n s id e r  a ll y o u r n e e d s so  th a t you 
are  b e t te r  a b le  to s tick  to the  c a p su le  w ard ro b e  
w ith o u t an y  im p u lse  p u rc h a s e s ."

"T h e  se c o n d  s te p  is  to d c c lu t tc r  y o u r  w a rd ­
ro b e . M o st o f  u s  h a v e  a h a b it  o f  h o a rd in g  
c lo th e s . T h e re fo re , ta k e  o u t e v e ry th in g  y o u  hav e  
in y o u r  c lo se t  an d  a n a ly se  e v e ry  p ie c e  in  a c c o r ­
d a n c e  w ith  y o u r  s ty le  an d  l i fe s ty le . R em o v e  th e  
p ie c c s  th a t y o u  h a v e n ’t w o rn  fo r  a lo n g  tim e  o r  
th e  o n e s  th a t d o n 't  su it y o u  o r  a r e n 't  y o u r  s iz e . 
D o n a te , s e l l ,  o r  re c y c le  th e se  i te m s . T h en  so rt 
th e  r e s t  in to  c a te g o r ie s  lik e  b o tto m s , d e n im , te e s , 
b lo u se s , e t c .”

"T he f in a l s te p  is to c u ra te  t im e le s s  p ie c e s  th a t 
a rc  in te rc h a n g e a b le . H ave 2 5 -3 0  ite m s fo r  e v e ry  
se a so n . T h e  b a sis  o f  a fu n c tio n a l  c a p su lc  w a rd ­
rob e  is  v e r s a t i l i ty .  It in c lu d e s  in te rc h a n g e a b le  
g a rm e n ts  th a t c a n  c rc a tc  m u lt ip le  lo o k s  fo r  o u r  
ev e ry d a y  liv e s . O n cc  you  h av e  so rte d  y o u r p ie c c s  
an d  feel th a t so m e b a s ic s  a r c  m iss in g , in v e s t  in 
th o se  i te m s . E n su re  th a t  w h a t you  do is s u s t a in ­

a b le  a n j  lo n g - la s t in g . H ave b a s ic  to p s , v e r s a t i le  
j a c k c t s  e tc . N e u tra l c o lo u rs  c a n  be a g re a t b e t, 
a s  th e y  a rc  g re a t  fo r  c r e a t in g  c o h c s iv e  lo o k s fo r  
an y  sea so n  an d  o c c a s io n ."  a d d s  S u ra b h i.

W h ile  b u ild in g  a c a p su lc  w a rd ro b e , it  is  im ­
p e ra tiv e  to  h av e  q u a li ty  p ie c c s  th a t  a re  b o th  f ic ­
tio n a l  and v e r s a t i le .  Do no t in v e s t  in  p ie c e s  th a t 
w il l  lo se  th e ir  ch a rm  a f te r  a few  w e a rs . T h e  o n ly  
w ay to com bat fas t fa sh io n  is to in v est in c lo th in g  
th a t is j s c f u l .  p ra c tic a l  an d  su i t s  y o u r  l i fe s ty le . 
A v e r sa t i le  p ie c e  o f  c lo th in g  can  e a s ily  p a ir  w ith  
o th e r  p e c e s . b e  s ty le d  in d iff e r e n t  w a y s , and  be  
w orn in d if f e re n t  c o n te x ts . T h in k  a b o u t the  i te m 's  
w e ig h t , fa b ric  q u a l i ty ,  s i lh o u e t te  le n g th , a n d . 
m o st im p o r ta n tly , how  e a sy  it  is  to m a in ta in  and  
w a sh . For a n  o c c a s io n a l  t re a t ,  i f  you  fee l th a t fo r

a p a r tic u la r  o c c a s io n , y o u  c a n n o t u se  an y  o f  the  
g a rm e n ts  in  y o u r  c a p su le  w a rd ro b e , th e n  re n tin g  
so m c th  ng b o rin g  c a n  be  a g re a t id ea !

A lth o u g h  re m e m b e r th a t a c a p su le  w a rd ro b e  
sh o u ld  be  b u ilt  s lo w ly  o v e r  t im e . F a st fa sh io n  
fu e ls  im p u lse  p u rc h a s e s  and  ra p id  d is c a rd s  w ith  
its  low  p r ic c s  an d  c h a n g in g  tre n d s . T h is  w a ste  
f in d s  its w ay  to la n d f i l l s ,  w h e re  it r e su l ts  in  low  
w a g e s  for th e  w o rk fo rc e  an d  a h e a v y  to ll  on the  
e n v iro n m e n t d u e  to  u n e th ic a l  an d  u n su s ta in a b le  
m a n u fa c tu r in g  p ra c tic e s . It is  e s t im a te d  th a t the  
g a rm cn  in d u s try  c o n trib u te s  to a lm o st lO p c rc c n t  
o f  th e  w o rld 's  g re e n h o u s e  g as  e m iss io n s .

T h e re fo re , p u rc h a s in g  c lo th e s  ju s t  fo r  th e  sak e  
o f  tre n d s  o r  im p u lse  co m c s  a t  a p r ic e  fo r  th e  e n ­
v iro n m e n t. ( lA N S Ii fe )
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“The education o f  a man is never 
completed until he dies. ”

— R o b ert E . L ee
The Shillong T im es
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Tears over tomato
IT ’s both a pity and a misfortune that the failure 
o f  the government to act in critical situations is 
legion. The steep rise in the price o f  tomatoes
-  the main and natural tastcmakcr for Indian cur- 
rics — in the rcccnt weeks for instance is an ex­
ample. After sitting back and watching the price 
skyrocketing for weeks, the central agencies 
stepped in late and brought down the price from 
a whopping Rs 150 per kilo to Rs 80 in select 
north Indian cities from this Sunday. Interven­
tion in the procurement centres and wholesale 
markets (maiulis) in the originating states like 
Maharashtra. AP and Karnataka started late but 
not before hurting the common man hard.

Notably, the entire proccss o f  distribution o f  
agricultural products from farm to consumers 
remains chaotic all along, resulting in sudden, 
manipulated and hefty rise in prices. The present 
price rise in tomatoes was causcd by a shortfall 
in production, a situation that the fanners and 
traders exploited to the hilt. The announcement 
by the Centre on Sunday about the intervention 
o f  agcncies like National Cooperative Consumer 
Federation and the National Agricultural C o­
operative Marketing Federation is sure to act 
positively. While the government has agencies 
to keep a check on markets, the problem is there 
has been erratic coordination between multiple 
agencies to act fast. In the past and now too, an 
option is for the government to airlift scarce es­
sential commodities from state to state or even 
from abroad. W hat can also be done in reverse 
is to airlift surplus production to markets abroad 
and ensure reasonable prices for fanners in 
tim es o f  a  steep price fall. It must be admitted 
that governments are sensitive to price spirals 
in essential items to avoid situations like 'onion 
tears ' out o f  z. fear it could adversely affect them 
in the electoral arena. Had it been a  bit closer to 
the 2024 polls, the government might have acted 
faster. The lethargy o f  the establishment at all 
levels and a  lack o f  commitm ent to the causcs 
o f  the ordinary masses by elected governments 
arc all too evident.

True, the Modi government’s attempt to intro­
duce agricultural reform s was scuttled by fann­
ers in three north-Indian states who had support 
from some irresponsible politicians a couple o f 
years ago. Faced with the approach o f  elections 
in UP. Punjab etc. Prime M inister Modi cut and 
ran rather than standing his ground and stressing 
on the need for positive changes in the scctor 
that contribu:es some 20 p ercen t to the national 
GDP and is the biggest employer. A functional 
government must act more responsibly and in 
a timely manner.

Balancing Uniformity and Custom: Examining 
the Uniform Civil Code in Meghalaya

Much furore has been 
raised in Meghalaya over 
the last few weeks regarding 
implementing the Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC) in the 
country. Letters opposing 
the same have been sent 
to the Law Commission o f 
India and with the District 
Councils passing resolutions 
against the same.

It is believed that imple­
m enting the UCC would 
cause an affront to the cus­
tomary laws and practices 
governing the domestic life 
and social relations o f  the 
Khasis, Jaintias, and Garos 
in Meghalaya. Angst over 
the UCC is also seen in the 
fear that its implementation 
would impact the community 
land and forest rights which 
were untouched 'even during 
British rule’.

The UCC, derived from 
Article 44 o f the Constitution, 
aims to provide a uniform 
codc for marriage, divorce, 
inheritance, and adoption. 
Initially proposed as Article 
35, it faccd opposition in 
the Constituent Assembly. 
Eventually. it became one of 
the non-lcgally enforceable 
Directive Principles o f  State 
Policy (DPSP). guiding legis­
lative considerations. DPSPs, 
including A rticles 36-51, 
represent ideals rather than 
enforceable laws, as settled in 
constitutional jurisprudence.

The BJP's push for the 
UCC is linked to their 2019 
manifesto promise, it also 
csscntializcs a scries o f  le­
gal reforms that reflect a 
Hindu majoritarian agenda. 
These include the exclusion 
o f  Muslims in the Citizen­
ship Amendment Act, anti­
conversion laws targeting 
religious conversions from 
I linduism.and anti-beef laws, 
which can hardly be seen as 
secular legal reforms aimed 
at promoting national unity 
and uniformity. Recently, the 
BJPs advocacy for the UCC 
has also garnered the support 
o f  liberal feminist groups, 
emphasising its potential for 
gender justice, particularly 
in protecting the rights o r 
Muslim women after the Id- 
dat period.

Though the current hol­
ler for the enactment o f  the 
UCC is predicated on the 
constitutional endeavour for 
uniform personal laws in the 
country aimed at inter alia 
achieving gender justicc. 
it is pcrccptiblc that these 
legal reforms also carry with 
them the miasma o f  political 
perv ersions seen through the 
previous cnactmcnts o f  the 
BJP. thereby faltering the 
public's faith in its secular 
character.

Though the BJP is seen 
as pushing forward progres­
sive reforms for women's 
rights and realising gender

By Joe! Blah Kyndiah
equality through the UCC. its 
double standard is apparent 
because in 2 0 9 , the Prime 
Minister lambasted the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) in 
Kerala for their decision to 
implement th; apex court's 
judgement on Sabarimala.

Hence, the apprehensions 
expressed by civil society 
and the District Councils in 
Meghalaya ard other North 
Eastern states, as well as by 
Adi vasis in Chhattisgarh and 
Jharkhand, that their consti­
tutionally protected way o f 
life and religion is diluted 
under the new paradigm is 
not feigned.

Even ifcn&tcd nationally, 
its implementation in Na­
galand and Mizoram, protect­
ed respectively under Article 
371 A and Article 371 G is 
hard to imagine, as it bats the 
application of Parliamentary 
Act infrinuinu upon the reli­gious, social, ind customary 
law o f  the Nagas and Mi/os, 
without a resolution by the 
State's Assembly.

Though a similar provi­
sion exists for Meghalaya, it 
is relatively weaker in char­
acter. Paragraph l2A(b) o f 
the Sixth Schedule provides 
that the President o f  India 
may by notification exempt 
a Scheduled District o f  the 
State from the application o f 
an Act o f  Parfiament. Under 
the same provision, the Presi­
dent can also implement the 
Parliamentary Act. subject 
to modification, such as the 
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills 
District (Christian Marriage) 
Act, 1954, modified from 
the 1872 Christian Marriage 
Act.

Paragraph '2A, unlike Ar­
ticle 371 in Nagaland and Mi­
zoram. enables discretionary 
power in the Union Executive 
and not in the State Assem­
bly. wherein the decision lies 
in the Union Government 
w hether a law should be ap­
plied. exempted or modified. 
Hence, in these conditions, 
it is hardly surprising lor re­
ligious minorities and tribals 
in India to be suspicious o f 
the 'One Nation, One Law' 
motives o f  tic  BJP. which 
entrenches any move to the 
implementation o f  the UCC. 
despite reassurances being 
given by BJP leaders.

However, beyond the mi­
asmatic political perversions 
surrounding the UCC and 
liberal feminism pushing it 
as the realisation o f  gender 
justicc. then; .ire also sound 
judicial reasors for its imple­
mentation. Often the SC has 
remarked that Article 44 is a 
dead letter in die spirit o f  the 
Constitution. Highlighting 
that despite seventy years o f 
independence, the endeavour

to provide a uniform civil 
code, remains only a mere 
endeavour.

Plough the SC acknowl­
edges that Article 44 is a 
DPSP and is non-justiciablc. 
its remark underscores the 
com plicated adjudication 
proccss o f  personal law. espe­
cially if  the disputing parties 
are o f  different religions and 
not married under special 
law.

In Ms. Jordan Dicngdoh 
vs. SS Chopra, the SC noted 
that ’the law relating to ju ­
dicial separation, divorce, 
nullity o f  marriage is far. 
far from uniform. Surely 
the time has now come for 
a com plete reform o f  the 
law o f  marriage and make 
a uniform  law applicable 
to all people irrespective o f  
religion or caste. Wc suggest 
that the time has come for the 
intervention o f the legislature 
in these matters to provide for 
a uniform code on marriage 
and divorce.'

Though tlie Indian Divorce 
Act, which governs Christian 
divorce, was am ended in 
2001 to provide for divorce 
by 'mutual consent o f  parties', 
the 1985 case, where divorce 
was predicated on impotcncy. 
highlights the complicated 
situation and unfair burden 
on women, in the absence 
o f  a uniform law to govern 
marriages on account o f  par­
ties belonging to different 
religions or the general role 
for grant o f  divorce sans re­
ligious underpinnings.

In Saria Mudgal. the Court 
highlighted that Article 44 
aims to separate religion from 
personal laws in a civilised 
society. W hile Article 25 
guarantees religious freedom. 
Article 44 seeks to secular­
ise matters like marriage, 
divorce, and succession. The 
Court noted that ev en though 
Hindu law has religious ori­
gins. it has been secularised, 
and these secular aspects can­
not be protected under Artie k 
25.26. and 27.

Though the Court's obscr- 
vation that the above func­
tions o f  a civilised society arc 
divested from rcligion may 
be appreciated or refuted, de­
pending on one's conviction, 
it is an ingenious argument. 
Nevertheless, the problem 
with it is that it does not ac­
count for customary law gov­
erning the marriage, divorce, 
and intestate succession o f 
tribal communities, where 
oftentimes tribal customary 
practices precede religious 
affiliation.

As evident in Meghalaya, 
in cases o f  divorce, despite 
parties being Christian, no 
child would be deemed as

illegitimate if  born before 
or outside wedlock owing 
to the fact that Khasi society 
is matrilincal and children 
inherit from the mother, with 
the father only being a pro­
creator. A position different 
from Christian personal law 
elsewhere. It is axiomatic that 
the observation by the apex 
Court in favour o f  the UCC, 
has been from the viewpoint 
o f  secularising the religious 
personal laws in India, sans 
the consideration o f tribal 
customs.

Article 29 o f  the Consti­
tution provides that minori­
ties with distinct languages, 
script, and culture have the 
right to conserve the same. 
Hence, the question arises, 
if  UCC secularises personal 
law under Article 44 while 
protecting religious freedom 
under Article 25, can trib­
als whose virtually secular 
customary laws be protected 
under Article 29?

In the context ol secularis­
ing personal laws. 1 would be 
remiss if I did not mention the 
same in relation to the petition 
for marriage equality pres­
ently in the Supreme Court. 
From the Court's viewpoint 
o f  the UCC, it can be gauged 
that samc-sex marriage equal­
ity would fall under the ambit 
o f  the judic ially imagined 
UCC, especially after the 
NALSA and Navtcj Johar 
judgments. Vet. the double 
standard o f  the BJP on the 
same is apparent in its counter 
affidavit, where it remarked 
that recognition o f  any other 
forms o f  union would causc 
complete havoc on the deli­
cate balance o f  personal laws 
in the country.

The UCC. observed in 
Sarla Mudgal. provides an op­
portunity for women's rights, 
secularising personal law. and 
extending it to sexual minori­
ties. Yet. ironically, attempts 
to introduce the same are 
cntrcnchcd in opposition from 
across civil society who fear 
the perversion o f  secularism, 
majoritarianism, and double- 
standard politicking which 
underpins the government's 
attempt to do so.

Regardless o f  whether the 
UCC is implemented either 
out o f  judicially imagined 
benevolence or the political 
perversion o f  the BJP. the 
question o f  its impact on tribal 
communities* remains potent 
and tribal trepidations o f  it 
disregarding constitutionally 
recognized customary law 
prevail. Hcncc, what is the 
way forward for Meghalaya 
and the UCC? -  Extending 
Article 371 as in Nagaland 
and Mizoram, inserting a ca­
veat o f  exemption in the codc 
or a Presidential notification 
under Paragraph 12 o f  the 
Sixth Schedule?

Society of 
naysavers

Editor,
Wc, are a society o f  nay 

sayers. Its NO to Railways. 
NO to Outsiders. NO to 
CAB. NO to Asdhar Cards. 
NO to Covid Vaccine. NO 
to Uranium Mining. NO to 
Road leading to the mines. 
No to deaths in the coal 
mines, and now NO to Uni- 
fonn Civil Code Wc have an 
extremely negative mindset. 
Wc believe we know every­
thing, and the entire world 
besides us is populated by 
idiots, out to decimate us.

Wc should remember that 
we are a rcvenucdcficit state. 
All the money that wc spend, 
all the development that is 
happening, all the infrastruc­
ture that is being built, all of 
it comes from the Centre. 
Then should wc also say NO 
to all o f  that? The bulk o f 
the money spent is from the 
revenue generated by what 
is paid by the soeallcd non- 
tribals. Then wly arc wc so 
agnostic towards them? Do 
wc want to become a failed 
state like Myanmar?

Currently, all and sundry 
have comc out against the 
UCC. and that is downright 
laughable, sincc the central 
government is currently only 
asking for views o f  the pub­
lic. and the draft UCC docu­
ment has not even been made 
public, eo I wonder what is 
there to oppose it without

even having seen it. It seems 
wc oppose everything just 
the sake o f  opposing, without 
any rhyme or reason, and 
have proved ourselves as 
nitwits and morons, bccausc 
to us. everything is nega­
tive. including our outlook
to life.

Yours etc..
Lambok Dkhar.

Via email

Education on 
the wings o f  

the wind
Editor.
Once upon a time be­

fore the coming o f  the cash 
cconomy. households were 
self-sufficient; families even 
had tim e for recreational 
activities. Now. majority o f 
poor parents are forced to 
live in the rut and have to 
slog just to see their wards on 
the other side o f  the horizon; 
to see that they do not have 
to go through the same jour­
ney o f  illiteracy and poverty, 
they themselves had to walk. 
But how far"? Were they in 
the know o f the trappings 
awaiting them? O f course 
not; it's reserved for a few. 
The situation of parents and 
o f  learners is grim. In fact, 
one would not be wrong to 
infer it to a premonition o f 
disaster lurking to snatch 
them oik* by one. It's only the
hope for a better future that
fires them to work to the last

atom o f their energy. But for 
how long? 'fbc answer is not 
in their pockets, but in those 
o f  our own making.

Last time I saw in this 
paper that the government 
planned to seek more funds 
from the union government 
for training o f  teachers. Only 
this, and nothing else? Are 
teachers the only ones re­
sponsib le for all succcss 
and failures o f  the whole 
Teaching-Lcaming proccss? 
Or what arc they trying to 
insinuate? O f coursc, wc 
leathers too have to evolve 
and transcend those notions 
o f  the past- from a tcachcr 
into a facilitator o f  the noble 
inborn potentials in a child. 
Wc have to understand the 
mental, spiritual, emotional 
propensity o f  learners. Our 
assessment must changc from 
being objectively guided by- 
how a child arrives at ihc 
answer by rote memory, to 
looking into the way they 
approach the problem from a 
subjective stand point; how 
they use the previous knowl­
edge o f  concepts and do vctai I 
them to arrive at conclusions. 
Wc teachers have only to see 
how they use their logic to 
establish the relationship be­
tween different components 
for getting at the solution. 
Some learners arc gi ftcd with 
wisdom that will surprise us. 
Those internal workings o f 
the mind form a big portion
of our task. After all, the
children are not ours; wc arc

theirs. So why not they even 
disagree with our viewpoints 
based on sound arguments? 
Such spaces must be there 
and inbuilt. V̂C can also pre­
dict what a child can do, or is 
capable o f  from the work at 
hand, ifwecarc. Till date our 
education is a i industry', and
a child its product. These arc
to name a few o f  the things 
that bewilder education. So, 
no time for com placcncy 
for us.

The above condition ful­
filled. the next are the admins 
staff. A very attractive posi­
tion indeed it is. It reflects 
power and social prestige re­
gardless o f  whither they have 
or don't have the knack for 
comprehending the demands 
o f  the task. A good percent­
age o f  them landed up on the 
w ings o f  the wind: the wind 
o f  being affiliated with some 
bigwigs, religious denomi­
nation. and s.> on. Do the 
degrees they hold, matter? 
Let the universities answer. 
Yet from the beginning o f 
formal education, they have 
been the ones running the 
show; the teachers only had 
to implement the design. At 
times teacher* bccomc soft 
targets at the *binis o f  these 
educational administrators, 
parents, and o f  the whole 
system. To sclve this prob­
lem. a simultaneous training 
o f  teacher* and admins is an 
urgent need where they arc
trains! hy the same i-xp̂ rts.
grilled with questions and

given a challenge to solve 
them together. It's an inher­
ent human proclivity to hide 
a weakness specially when 
in a higher echelon but wc 
have no choice. The pill 
however bitter it may be. 
must be swallowed, and with 
humility, as the mission wc arc serving is tar greater than 
our individual selves. In such 
trainings each party can Icam 
of their strengths and weak­
nesses, and Icam from them. 
Team work! This will pave 
the way for working together 
oncc they go back to their 
former settings.

To conclude, the educa­
tion department can do all, 
and has all the m eans to 
fulfil its aspirations which 
are in line with the aims and 
objectives o f  the NEP. It 
would help save the waste 
o f  financial resources while 
simultaneously doing justicc 
to the "educcrc and cducarc". 
which wc Icamt in colleges 
o f  teachers’ education. Let’s 
strive together for the future 
o f  our children.

Yours etc., 
lasaid Khongjcc, 
(School teacher) 

Via email

Failure 
of district 

adm inistration
liditor.
The recent sporadic in­

cidents around Laitumkhrah 
and the subsequent call to 
curtail businesses by 10 pm 
is a knee jerk reaction w ithout 
proper application o f  logic 
and wisdom. Civil servants 
should understand that when 
they were taken into service 
their foremost pledge was
to be public servants and
not public masters. The ad­
ministration o f  any city or 
town becomes successful and 
implcmentablc when the right 
thought process is applied, 
lake another instance - the 
regulation o f  odd and even 
numbers for local cabs. The 
use o f  this model is full o f 
loopholes and illogical for 
many reasons which requires 
due research and not haphaz­
ard orders. If the odd- even 
formula is to be implemented 
then it should apply across 
all types o f  vehicles includ­
ing government owned and 
especially those ferrying tour­
ists from Assam. The reason 
for the discrepancy in such 
administrative orders is that 
those sitting on their cozy 
chairs forget that they arc 
public servants to resolve the 
issues o f  the public and not 
act as masters o f  puppets.

Yours etc., 
Dominic S. Wankhar 

Via email
A rtic le s  an d  le t te rs  ap ­
p e a rin g  o n  th is  page  are  
th e  view s o f  th e  w rite rs / 
a u th o r s  a n d  no t th a t  o fThe SMttung Times

France & USA engaged in bitter fight 
over Indian defence sector market

Washington jittery after 
PM Narendra Modi’s big 
arms purchases in Paris

By Girish Lingunnu
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi's sucxss in concluding 
high valued dcfcncc deals 
during his visit to Francc 
on July 13 and 14 has led 
to the escalation o f  fighting 
between the United States 
and Francc over the sale of 
high-tech defence equipment 
to the burgeoning Indian 
market.

According to Indian mili­
tary experts, France is aiming 
to secure valuable Indian 
defence contracts as a way 
to tcach a csson to its close 
ally, the United States (US), 
which is a big competitor to 
France in tic global aviation 
market covering both civil 
and military aviation. Paris is 
reportedly making efforts to 
persuade New Delhi to halt 
a deal for GE jet engines of 
US origin and replace them 
with an agreement involving 
French aviation company 
Safran.

Military experts recently 
com mented on a rift be­
tween Francc and the US. 
stem m ing from the US's 
perceived ''betrayal” in the 
Australian submarine matter. 
Last year in a sudden move, 
the Australian Government 
unilaterally announced the 
termination o f  a reportedly $ 
66 billion contract for 12 new 
diesel clcctric submarines 
from Paris.

Following that. Australia

transfer on GE-414 engines 
for India’s indigenous LCA 
Tcjas warplanes, tlic defence 
expert confirmed this to be 
the ease.

It seems that Francc is 
attempting to deliver a mes­
sage to the US; if  you can 
cancel my submarine deal 
with Australia, I can disrupt 
your order o f  GE-414 jet 
engines from India. This 
appears to be a recipro­
cal response from French 
President Emmanuel Ma­
cron's government to the 
administration o f  US leader 
Joe Bidcn.

While acknow ledging 
that Paris may be retaliat­
ing against Washington, the 
concerns o f  New Delhi arc
fm'iisivl on siviirinjj lh<» hcsl
possible deal. India's prior­
ity lies in obtaining fighter 
plane engines o f  superior 
quality, durability, and en­
suring technology transfer. 
The government’s  'Make in 
India' initiative is also cru­
cial. aiming to dev clop these 
engines domestically and 
customize them to meet the 
specific requirements of the 
Indian Air Force (I AF).

According to veteran In­
dian military analysts, since 
New Delhi has received 
offers from both General 
Electric and Safran. the In­
dian governm ent should 
request both companies to

“Military experts recently commented on a 
rift between France and the US, stemming 
from the US's perceived "betrayal" in the 
Australian submarine mutter. Last year in 
a sudden move, the Australian Government 
unilaterally announced the termination o f  a 
reportedly S 66 billion contract fo r 12 new 

diesel electric submarines from Paris. ”
announced the establishment 
o f  the AUKUS military alli­
ance. vvhlcti comprises three 
nations; ihc United Kingdom 
(UK). the Linitcd States (US), 
and themselves. This alli­
ance represents a significant 
defence partnership in the 
Jndo-Pacific region.

After fcrmalizing the tri­
partite alliance. Australia 
opted to acquire nuclear- 
powered submarines from the 
United Kingdom (UK) and 
the UnitedStatcs(US).Francc 
criticized the development as 
''unacccpiablc behaviour 
between allies and partners." 
with President Emmanuel 
Macron ac:using Ihc former 
Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison o f  lying about 
the situation while sccrctly 
holding talks with London 
and Washington.

During ihcG20 summit in 
Rome in September, Presi­
dent Macron emphasized the 
importance o f  maintaining 
honesty ard  consistency in 
line with the value o f  respect. 
He made these remarks in re­
sponse to Australia's decision 
to backtrack on its commit­
ment to pneure submarines 
from France.

In the aftermath of this
decision, Francc went a step 
further by recalling its am­
bassadors to the United States 
and Austrclia. Additionally, 
in the subsequent months, 
Canberra was required to pay 
a penalty of €550 million to 
Paris as compensation for 
the tcrmiruted agreement. In 
light o f  the situation, an ex- 
Indian mil tary official with 
over three decades o f  scrvicc 
mentioned that the arms lob­
bies of both the United States 
and France hold significant 
inftucnce.

The trade o f  weapons 
is an immensely profitable 
industry, and the arms lob­
bies within these nations 
exert considerable control 
over their respective political 
leadership. Consequently, 
their pritmry objective re­
volves around promoting 
and selling their own weap­
onry to India. When asked 
whether Paris was seeking 
retaliation against the US 
due to Saf-an’s offer o f  100 
percent technology transfer 
to New Delhi, which came 
shortly after reports o f  Gen­
eral Electric's commitment 
to an 80 percent technology

provide one engine each 
for field trials within In­
dia. Ibis would enable the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) to 
assess and determine which 
engine is better suited to its 
specific requirements. An 
ex-military man emphasized 
that India cannot alTord to 
compromise on the quality 
o f  engines for its warplanes, 
highlighting the significance 
o f  this decision.

Friction between NATO 
allies, specifically Francc 
and the US. has the poten­
tial to escalate due to de­
fence contracts with India. 
If France’s Safran secures 
the order for manufacturing 
jet engines for the Indian 
Air Force's fighter aircraft, 
sidelining the US. it would 
be a significant blow to the 
US arms lobby.

In response, the US arms 
lobby is unlikely to remain 
passive. They would likely 
retaliate and inlluence the 
Bidcn administration, lead­
ing to a conflict between 
the two nations. Such a 
conflict would impact the 
relationship and wartime 
cooperation between these 
NATO allies. S imultane­ously, this will lead to US
pressure on India.

New Delhi and Paris have 
zeroed in on two signifi­
cant contracts, which have 
already been approved by 
India's Defence Procure­
ment Board. These contracts 
include the procurement of 
26 Rafalc-M's for the indig­
enous aircraft carrier INS 
Vikrant and three conven­
tional dicscl-clcctric subma­
rines for the Indian Navy.

The acquisition aims to 
address the immediate and 
vital requirements o f  the 
Indian Navy for carrier- 
based fighter aircraft. This 
move will provide the added 
benefit o f  synergy with the 
existing fleet o f  36 Rafale 
fighters that are already in 
scrvicc with the Indian Navy, 
streamlining operations and 
enhancing capabilities. The 
com bined value o f  both 
deals is estimated to be S 10.6 
billion. Out o f  this amount, 
approximately S6.15 billion 
will be allocated for the pur­
chase o f  Rafalc-M aircraft, 
while the remaining portion 
will be used to acquire three 
Scorpenc-class submarines. 
(1PA Scrvicc)



THE SHILLONG T IM ES, SHILLONG, T UESDAY, JULY 1 8 ,2 02 3 (SIX)

“Any truth is better than indefinite doubt.”
—  A rthur Conan Doyle
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Going beyond one-day observances
AFTER meticulous research by Dr David Reid 
Syiem, formerly professor o f history. North Eastern 
Hill University and later Vice Chancellor, Rajiv 
Gandhi University and also former Chairperson. 
Union Public Service Commission ( UPSC) the exact 
date o f the death o f  Tirot Singh was established to 
be July 17. 1835. These conclusions were arrived 
at after careful study o f  the British records in the 
UK and other libraries in Kolkata and Delhi. In her 
book, “Placing the Frontier in British North-East 
India: Law, Custom And Knowledge," Reeju Ray 
writes that although the British reinstated surren­
dered Syiems to their positions through signing 
o f  agreements, severe restrictions were placed on 
their authority. The restored Syiems were liable for 
treason if they slowed any form of opposition to the 
British government and heavy fines were imposed as 
an additional punitive measure. It was for the same 
reason that Tirot Sing was confined to a jail in Dacca 
following a failed negotiation for reinstatement to 
his position as Chief o f  Nongkhlaw.

Ray raises several troubling questions on Tirol 
Sing Syiem's incarceration in Dacca jail when he 
was identified 9S a sovereign by the same colonial 
state. She asks ifTirot Sing would have been allowed 
to retain his position if he had signed an agreement 
acceptable to the British? Was he imprisoned for 
instigating rebellion and causing the deaths of British 
subjects including Europeans? Or was he punished 
for not agreeing to the terms o f  subjection? Ray says 
there are no ava table or clear answers to these ques­
tions. Interestingly the British did not hesitate to sign 
a treaty with Tirot Sing’s 9-year old nephew, Rujjum 
Sing on March 29,1834 wghereby Nongkhlaw was 
classified as a dependent territory and brought under 
the jurisdiction o f the colonial political agent.

It is noteworthy that Tirot Sing Syiem at a time 
when little was known o f  the outside world was able 
to stand his ground and to refuse to sign a treaty of 
subjugation to the British when many other Syiems 
had capitulated. It would have been a great boon 
to the present generation if some accounts o f  Tirot 
Sing's childhood and youth were to have been pieced 
together. After Tirol Sing the Khasi society has not 
produced a valiant chicftain except for Wickliffe 
Syiem the Deputy Chieftain (Syiem Khynnah) of 
I lima Nongstoin and a structural engineer by train­
ing. Me stood against the signing o f the Instrument 
o f Accession to the Indian nation because he argued 
that the 22 Syisms o f the Khasi states had never 
been under British rule. But Wickliffe was helpless 
since he was nol the syiem. His uncle was. Wickliffe 
Syiem left Nongstoin and went to East Pakistan 
vowing never to return to a country that according 
to him slipped from enslavement from one power to 
another. The tenacity of purpose o f both Tirol Sing 
and Wickliffe Syiem ought to be the guiding light 
for the youth of this generation that actually lacks 
role models. It is important that more details about 
the life and time o f Tirot Sing and Wickliffe Syiem 
be taught in schools, colleges and universities.

A Contrarian Perspective

The last days 
o f U Tirot Sing  

Syiem
Editor,
U Tirot Sing. Syiem o f 

Nongkhlaw fougit the An- 
glo-Khasi War from April 
1829 to March 1834. For 
many years wc had observed 
March 29 as the martyrdom 
day o f  U Syiem Tirot Sing. 
This historical error in the 
date o f  death was corrected 
by P rofessor D ivid Reid 
Syiem lieh . form er Vice- 
chancellor. o f  RG Univer­
sity. and cx-Chairman. o f  
UPSC. Professor Syiemlieh, 
searching through the Ben­
gal Judicial Consultations 
came across a letter written 
by Mr. SC Scott, officiating 
Magistrate o f  the Foujadary 
A dalat. Dacca addressed 
to the Officiating Commis­
sioner o f  C ircuit. Dacca 
informing him o f  ihe demise 
o f  the ex- Rajah Tee ruth Sing 
Mr. Scott further writes that 
the event took place "yes­
terday at 1.00 ?.m." Mr. 
Scott's letter was dated July 
IS. 1835 which nakes July 
17. the martyrdom day o f  U 
Syiem Tirot Sing. Today, as 
wc commemorate the 188th 
Death Anniversary o f  our 
hero U Tirot Sing, let us 
salute Professor David R 
Syiemlieh for his significant 
research contribu ions.

Uma Purkayastha in her 
Patriotism and Valour o f  U 

Tirot Sing"(Sunday Shillong 
ST dated July 16.2023) has 
raised important points in

the context o f  the last days 
o f  U Tirot Sing. How did 
h is last m om ents com e? 
Was he hanged to death by 
the British?

After U Tirot Sing sur­
rendered in January 1933. 
he was sent to Guwahati for 
trial in the Court. Follow­
ing the trial, he was lodged 
in Dacca jail in common jail. The British considered 
it highly objectionable to 
confine a state prisoner in a 
common jail and hence pro­
cured safe custody for him. 
A house was rented for him 
at a place known as Girdkil- 
lah o f  old Dacca city. These 
authentic historical facts arc 
also credited to the untiring 
and relentless efforts o f  Pro­
fessor Syiemlieh.

Professor Syiemlieh men­
tioned in his Layers o f  His­
tory- Essay on Khasi-Jaintia 
thus. ''Official records are 
silent about the life o f  U 
Tirot Sing from the sum ­
mer o f  1833 to the record 
o f  his death. He was first 
imprisoned in the common 
jail: later he was placed un­
der house arrest and by the 
year o f  his death was given 
the liberty to move around 
D acca. W hat even tually  
caused the death o f  the man 
is not certain though tradi­
tion says it was the outcome 
o f  a stomach ailment.”

Professor Syiemlieh fur­
ther writes, “For too long 
have the K hasis believed 
and made others believe.
d ia l  U  T il S i u ^ d ic i l  in  j a i l .  
Though it is historically cor­
rect to say that he remained a 
prisoner from the time o f  his

Years ago. a cousin shared 
an apt analogy when he lik­
ened India toan overcrowded 
bus. l ie said that as long as 
the bus is stationary every­
body jostles to get a better 
seat or even a little space. 
Arguments and even tights 
begin. Tempers flare, and 
people even reach for each 
o ther’s throats. However, 
once the bus begins to move 
people learn to adjust. It 
needs to be acknowledged 
that a lack o f  resources is 
often  the prim e cause o f  
unrest, whether it be within 
a family or in a nation. Many 
disputes get resolved once 
the financial situation, or 
what wccall the cconomy o f 
a country, improves. The pie 
gets larger, and more people 
partake o f  it.

This can be validated with 
a real-life example. In 2014, 
some o f  us from Shillong 
undertook a road trip from 
IX’lhi to Lch, passing through 
Srinagar among other places. 
Upon entering Srinagar, we 
happened to overtake a car 
with a JK number plate. This 
enraged the driver possibly 
bccause our vehicle bore a 
Delhi number. This vehicle 
overtook us, and came to stop 
in the middle o f  the road. 
Four burly men got out and 
began marching threaten­
ingly towards us. Luckily for 
u s  I was not driving at the 
time and my co driver, a lady 
was at the wheel. When they 
saw her, a short fair woman 
with very alien features they 
were at a loss. After shouting 
a bit. they retreated and wc 
could procecd. At that time 
there were hardly any tourists 
there. Today in spite o f  all the 
doomsday predictions about 
the abrogation o f  Articic 370, 
lakhs o f  tourists have a safe 
sojourn in Kashmir. When 
wc went, shopkeepers and 
restaurant owners cribbcd 
about how terrorism  had 
destroyed their businesses. 
Today they arc reaping a 
windfall. One secs pictures 
o f  the renovated Polo View 
Market open at night and the 
infamous Lai Chowk is no 
longer a no-go zone, it was 
then. The moving economic 
bus has had a sobering ef­
fect.

S im ilar apprehensions 
were expressed when the 
current dispensation at the 
Centre decided to encourage 
digital transactions. I remem­
ber P Chidambram, raving 
about the im possibility o f  
such a task. Verbatim, this is 
what he said in Parliament, 
“Go to a village fair buy po­
tatoes and tomatoes and pay 
seven rupees and fifty paisc 
by crcdit card. What will 
the poor lady do? Docs she 
have a POS machine there? 
Is it conncctcd to a electricity

surrender in January 1833 to 
his death in July 1835, the 
tniih o f  his death is that Tirot 
Sing did not die in prison, at 
least not in a prison cell”. 
Was he hanged to death? 
Here is another theme that 
has not been researched.

Yours etc..
DrOmarlin Kyndiah 

Via entail

Indian politics 
as a tool for 

developm ent
Editor,
India, being the world's 

largest dem ocracy, holds 
immense potential to shape 
its destiny through political 
processes. Political stability 
and effective governance 
arc pivotal for a nation’s 
development. By fostering 
an environment o f  transpar­
ency. accountability, and 
inclusivity, Indian politics 
can drive socio-economic 
progress. Policy form ula­
tion and im plem entation 
should focuson tackling key 
challenges such as poverty, 
education, healthcare, and 
infrastructure.

F urtherm ore, political 
leaders should promote a 
culturc o f  innovation, entre­
preneurship. and sustainable 
development. By encourag­
ing investment, fostering a 
favourable business climate, 
and supporting small and medium enterprises. Indian 
politics can unleash the na­
tion's economic potential. 
Equally important is the need

By Paramjil Bakhshi
source? Is there Wi-Fi there? 
Is the internet working there? 
What kind o f  a false picture 
you arc presenting?” This 
gentleman an MBA from the 
prestigious Harvard Business 
School and an ex-U nion 
Finance Minuter must now 
be regretting those words. 
India's homegrown UP1 pay­
m ent system  has reached 
almost every nook and cor­
ner o f  the country so much 
so that both my children 
never carry cash. Introduced 
a t the behest o f  the BJP 
government in 2016. it has 
surpassed the transactions 
m ade on debit and crcdit 
cards. As per data o f  January 
2023 nearly 200 million Indi­
ans (including vegetable and 
other small vendors) use UPI 
to pay or receive money and 
in January 2023 it recorded 
8 billion transactions worth 
almost Rupay 200 billion. 
The beauty ol this system is 
that it can be used to pay any 
amount ranging from a few 
to a lakh rupees per transac­
tion. Indians living in ten 
countries now have access 
to this system

There are many indicators 
to prove that tie  Indian bus is 
indeed moving and gathering 
speed in spite o f  the head­
wind caused by the Russian 
Ukraine war. While the econ­
omies o f  many neighbouring 
and European countries are 
crashing our cconomy has 
shown remarkable resilience. 
This is because o f  the Modi 
government's bold policies, 
including the one on import - 
ing and refining Russian 
crude not just for domestic 
use but also for export to US 
and Europe. This has not 
only prevented a burgeon­
ing oil impori bill but even 
brought in foreign revenue. 
Our forex reserves now stand 
at a whopping S595 billion. 
At the time when Modi be­
came the PM India was the 
tenth largest economy and 
is now poised to become 
the third largest. The Indian 
economy is not just growing 
bigger but is also the fastest 
growing large cconomy.

In countless ways our 
lives have b;com e better 
over the last dccadc. Gone 
arc the days when we had to 
struggle to get a cooking gas 
refill. India today has surplus 
clectric power (though this 
may not be o'jvious in Me­
ghalaya) and wc are net elec­
tricity exporters. There has 
been a massive infrastructure 
push across the country with 
highways being built faster at 
the speed o f  37kmS'day thus 
offering us betcr connectiv­
ity. On a visit to DchraDun 
recently, after a gap o f  mere

to prioritize social welfare 
programs, empowering mar­
ginalized communities, and 
ensuring equal opportuni­
ties for all. By championing 
social justice, promoting 
gender equality, and pro­
tecting human rights. Indian 
politics can pivc the way for 
an inclusive and progressive 
society.Thu::, Indian politic:; 
holds the power to shape the 
nation'sdestiuy. By prioritiz­
ing development, fostering 
good governance, and ad­
dressing societal challenges, 
political leaders can steer 
India toward; a prosperous 
and equitable future.

Yours etc., 
Kalparaj Chakraborty. 
Tura, West Garo Hills

W ell done 
Laitum khrah  

D orbar
Editor,
In the letter to the editor 

captioned 'Kudos to Rangbah 
Shnong Laitumkhrah!' (ST 
July 11. 2023). I completely 
ag ree  w ith D. Lyngdoh, 
that Laitumk trail in the last 
few days has experienced 
decreased noise levels from 
vehicles with modified si­
lencers and loud music from 
cars, due to the strict vigi­
lance o f  the Dorbar during 
late night hotrs. Besides the 
three Rangbah Shnongs viz. Messrs T. Myrboh, P S Non- 
gkynrih. and Andrew Jyrwa, 
the night patrolling group 
also  comprises Rangbah

five years, I was surprised at 
the speed at which road con­
nectivity has improved there. 
Similar is the case with air 
and rail travel. Throughout 
the country Vandc Bharat 
trains arc being started. 74 
airports have been made 
operational eight o f  them in 
the North East which had just 
nine. And to top it all there 
has not been any major scam 
in any o f  the Central projects. 
Morgan Stanley's latest re­
port has been unabashed in 
its praise o f  the Modi-lcd 
government's achievements 
in the last nine years and 
has predicted that India will 
emerge as a key driver for 
Asia and drive a fifth o f  
w orld growth in the next 
decade.

It is not just the rich or the 
middle class which lias got a 
leg up with the focus on de­
velopment. India's poor have 
also benefited. They have got 
assistance in building homes 
(PM Awas Yojana). have 
been able to build toilets 
(Swach Bharat Mission) and 
get electrical connections 
(Saubhagya Yojana) and 
even tap water connections 
(Jal Jccvan Mission).

There has been a con­
certed eft'ort to end militancy. 
In Meghalaya itself talks are 
underway with HNLC. The 
dialogue with NSCN (IM) is 
continuing, news o f the Bodo 
militancy has moved from 
the newspapers to textbooks, 
the M aoists movement in 
Chhattisgarh has simmered 
down, as has militancy in 
Assam and in Kashmir. Even 
Manipur which unfortunately 
is again in turmoil today saw 
some years o f  peace.

On the foreign policy 
front neither China (with an 
economy less strong than 
before and with much loss o f  
goodwill) nor Pakistan (now 
seeking IMF life support) 
has been allowed to gain any 
moral or territorial advan­
tage. Our relationships with 
our neighbours. Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka and Nepal are on 
a firmer footing and Western 
nations, including the USA. 
the UK. and Germany, in 
spite o f  our neutral stand on 
Ukraine, are seeking closer 
and more mutually reward­
ing lies.

Yet, in spite of the facts 
telling a different story, Na­
rendra Modi is a man who 
many just love to hate. To 
quote William Shakespeare 
perhaps he too is, "m ore 
sinned against than sinning.” 
Though ck\ircdofall charges 
conncctcd to die 2002 riots by 
no less than a Supreme Court 
monitored probe (during the 
UPA regime) he is referred

to as “Maul ka Saudagar". 
His personal honesty, with 
none o f  his relatives having 
gained even a small material 
advantage, is still targeted 
by chants of, “Chowkidar 
chor hai” by people who 
have shamelessly enriched 
themselves and their rela­
tives without any other voca­
tion apart from politics. The 
much publicized “Pyaar ki 
dukan" had its shutters shut 
during the 19X4 anti-Sikh 
riots, and is like the old and 
much touted Garibi Hatao 
just a smart slogan and is a 
weapon o f  choice to try and 
change the narrative. It is 
being made to appear as if 
India has become intolerant. 
Apart from stray incidents of 
violence in pockets (which 
include Shillong) which are 
o f  course deplorable and 
need all around condemna­
tion. India is still safe and 
secular. My wife, a Christian 
and a Khasi. has travelled 
alone safely to placcs even 
in Gujarat. Madhya Pradesh 
and Karnataka though she 
lo o  r e c e iv e :;  t h e  r.amo W h u t
sApp forwards to turn her 
fearful. The Indian “pyaar 
ki dukaan” is still open and 
not a franchise o f  any one 
political party.

I started this piece with a 
tale about a journey and will 
end it with another. In the 
seventies when one travelled 
from Guwahati to Shillong. 
Bymihat's cool breeze itself 
would signal that one was in 
Meghalaya. Just this month 
when I travelled the air was 
hot even in Shillong. The 
difference has been caused 
by mining and deforestation. 
Did Meghalaya gain much 
from both, aside from traf­
fic congestion and higher 
ambient temperatures. Apart 
from the relatively new stress 
on tourism Meghalaya has 
frittered away its climatic 
advantage. We who had the 
lead in education and health 
care, now have people going 
out o f  the state for both.

In the absence o f  private 
investment unemployment 
runs high. Though reserva­
tion is conncctcd to just a 
few government jobs, it has 
bccomc an em otive issue. 
Unless Meghalaya too can 
find a way to grow its pic. 
squabbling over the little 
will continue and perhaps 
lead to further strife. For 
this a new brand o f  leader­
ship is required than making 
do with old wine under new 
labels. I don't for a minute 
mean to suggest that people 
should vote for BJP but wc 
do need a different more 
outw ard looking attitude. 
With mounting trafiic, power 
and other woes, only staring 
only at one’s navel will just 
not do. Meghalaya will be 
left far behind.

Dongs. Seng Kynthei. Seng 
Samla and members o f  dif­
ferent Executive Committee 
bodies o f  the Dongs.

I sincerely appreciate the 
eft'orts o f  the Dorbar Shnong 
and the Executive Members 
for their hard work to main­
tain peace and tranquility in 
Laitumkhrah. The residents 
o f  Laitumkhrah should also
c o m e  o u t  a n d  s u p p o r t  th i s  
initiative. I hope this respon­
sible group will continue this 
yeoman service.

Yours etc., 
Nafisa Kharmalki.

Shillong -3

Doctors 
losing their  
reputation

Editor,
Apropos o f  the articic 

by Salil Gewali titled "Why 
people fear doctors these 
days?" (ST July 10. 2023) I 
wish to fully endorse what 
the writer has highlighted. 
Sincc the public never raise 
their voices, the medical 
professionals and private 
hospitals have crossed the 
boundaries o f  cthics. From 
exorbitant fees to prescribing 
mcdicincs to recommending 
a series o f  unwanted tests on 
the pretext o f  diagnosis, the 
motive of doctors and private 
nursing homes is to loot as 
much money as possible 
from hapless patients.Even for a simple fever 
that otherwise gets cured 
naturally after a few days, 
doctors prescribe several

tests and then several medi­
cines. I wish doctors were 
more sympathetic towards 
the weaker sec tion o f  the 
people. Can wc find doctors 
who would ever advise pa­
tients not to take mcdicincs 
for minor sicknesses like 
fever and dysentery which 
will get cured naturally after 
a few days? Fasting cures
m a n y  k in d : :  o f  i l l n e s s e s ,  
which even medical science 
has proven. Self-healing  
without mcdicincs increases 
one's immune power. Cure 
through natural process en­
hances one 's body 's im ­
munity. Why don't those 
so-callcd doctors console the 
sick people this way also? As 
Robert Lyngdoh points out. 
the motive o f  most o f  the 
doctors is only to make mon­
ey by hook or crook. I think 
it is for this reasons people 
not only fear doctors but 
they look down upon them. 
Is money more important 
than goodwill and reputation 
Dear Doctors? You have lost 
your good image.

I also request the govern­
ment to take action against 
those doctors who charge 
fees from patients who visit 
after a few days for review. 
Such kind o f  exploitation 
must also stop.

Yours etc..
Suraj Biswa

Shillong-2

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

The sordid story 
of NPAs in India

By Jagdish Rattanani
It is not uncommon to 

hear in tanking circles that 
non-performing assets, or 
NPAs. are a part o f  the busi­
ness o f  banking. Some loans 
will go bid, and that is just 
inherent in the very nature 
o f  the business o f  giving out 
loans. THs is a fair view, 
except that theory does not 
always translate to practice 
in the manner intended, at 
least not in the Indian bank­
ing sector. This is a sector 
with a unique efficiency in 
chasing tlic small borrowers 
and letting free the big ones, 
a true coming to life o f  that 
famous quote: " If you owe 
the bank SI00. that's your 
problem. If  you owe the 
bank $100 million, that’s the 
bank’s problem."

Has this ground reality 
changcd in recent times? It

crore new NPAs were added 
in 2021-22, the latest for 
which data is available.

In fact, in the last five 
years (2018-2022), the pe­
riod when Gross NPAs have 
fallen from 9.2% to 5.8%, 
the total w rite-offs have 
been o f  the o rder o f  Rs. 
10.25 lakh crore. In the 
same period, new NPAs of 
just under Rs. 20 lakh crore 
have been added. Year on 
year in the given period, new 
NPAs added w ere higher 
than the numbers written off 
or recovered from the Gross 
NPAs. While the older holes 
arc sought to be patched, 
newer and probably bigger 
ones arc emerging in the 
ship. This cannot be a stable 
let alone a robust vessel to 
sail the seas.

The problem  o f  NPAs

The w illingness to act against 
at least the wilful defaulters, and  

to name and shame them, ju s t isn t there. 
Instead, the regulator has allowed banks 

to ~undertake compromise settlements 
or technical write-offs in respect 

o f  accounts categorised as wilful defaulters 
or fra u d  without prejudice to the 

criminal proceeding underway against 
such debtors. ”

would appear so. in the light 
o f  a set o f  news reports in the 
last few weeks that tell us 
that the NPAs in the Indian 
banking sector have fallen 
dramatically, down to a 10- 
ycar low. quoting the RBI's 
Financial Stability Report 
that was released June 28,
2023. Th< report says Gross 
NPAs were 3.9% in F Y 2023. 
down from a high o f  11.5% 
in 2018. The period also saw 
gross advances grow, from 
Rs. 83.6 lakh crore in 2018 
to Rs. 135 lakh crore in 2023. 
so that fal ing percentages of 
Gross NPAs on an increased 
base o f  advances may not tell 
the lull siory. Yet, the drop 
in the Gross NPA percent­
age number is a turnaround 
o f  sorts. C iting the data, 
the RBI icport notes: "The 
Indian financial system, led 
by a sound banking system, 
remains stable and support­
ive o f  the productive needs 
o f  the cconomy. Aided by 
robust earnings, adequate 
capital and liquidity buffers 
and improving asset quality. 
Indian banks arc well posi­
tioned to sustain the upturn 
in the crcdit cyelc that has 
been und;rwav sincc early 
2022. "

A different picture might 
emerge ifthe issue is studied 
from the numbers o f  new 
NPAs that are even now- 
being created in the system. 
If the old NPA number fell 
because of huge haircuts and 
writc-oft's. and new NPAs 
continue o be added in the 
system, then that poses a 
different set o f  questions on 
the what, how and why of 
the management o f  NPAs 
and the protection o f  what 
essentially arc public funds. 
All the finds that the banks 
have belong after all to the 
people o f India, ordinary 
citizens tvho provide the 
capital from their savings 
to be lent out to businesses, 
which must invest them to 
power economic growth.

So. wliat has caused the 
fall in Gross NPAs p er­
centage? Robust recoveries 
would be good. Write-offs 
would be tad. Strict follow- 
ups and penal or criminal ac­
tion whcr; warranted would 
signal a resolve to come to 
grips with the problem of 
rising NPAs. which can o f 
course be genuine business 
failures bat are often tangled 
with loo<e governance and 
the unique Indian idea o f 
"wilful d:faulters" those 
who can pay back but refuse 
to do so  and continue to 
roam free.

C o n sid er  that G ross 
NPAs were 5.8% in 2021 - 
22. which translated to a 
total NPA figure o f  Rs. 7.44 
lakh cron:. This number was 
down frcm Rs. 8.35 lakh 
crore at ihe beginning o f  
the year. The single largest 
contributor to the lowering 
o f  the lu mber was writc- 
oft's, which were reported at 
Rs. 1.79 lakh crorcs. More 
significantly. Rs.2.83 lakh

may not be getting better 
from a systemic view either. 
Wc arc nowhere closer to 
better assessment, monitor­
ing, supervision, controls 
and govcrnancc systems 
that the banking sector must 
work with if  it is to be called 
sound. The looseness the 
numbers suggests and the 
lack o f  alarm at the state 
o f  affairs signal that NPAs 
have been normalised and 
that the system appears to 
have imbibed the message 
that this is the way it works 
in India. This encourages a 
loose system to get looser, 
not tighter and more e f­
ficient. S ignals from the 
authorities can make a big 
dift'erencc. The willingness 
to act against at least the wil­
ful defaulters, and to name 
and shame them, just isn't 
there. Instead, the regulator 
has allowed banks to “under­
take compromise settlements 
or technical writc-oft's in re­
spect o f  accounts categorised 
as wilful defaulters or fraud 
w ithout prejudice to the 
criminal proceeding under­
way against such debtors." 
The very idea o f  a "settle­
ment" where the defaulter 
is catcgoriscd as a fraudster 
or a wilful defaulter sends a 
signal that wc are open to a 
deal, and you can be back 
for more loans after a short 
cooling period.

All o f this may be regular 
banking parlancc but none of 
this will inspire confidence 
in the people o f  India. Add­
ed to the political-busincss 
nexus that plays a powerful 
infiucncc on public policy, 
the image it creatcs i f  of 
Indian's financial institutions 
rotting and going to seed. 
This w eakens the fabric 
o f  the nation, co-opts only 
those who can play the game 
by bending the rules and is 
a breaker on growth that is 
good, sustainable and open 
to all players.

In a nation where small 
subsidies to deserving citi­
zens arc being called  to 
question, where the political 
debate is deliberately cre­
ated around stopping these 
inputs and deriding them as 
the "revdi" culturc. as if  the 
people o f  India are beggars 
looking for small freebies, 
the management o f  NPAs 
comes across as a sorry exer­
cise. This is the money o f  the 
people o f  India, and if  banks 
can't monitor the genuine­
ness o f  projects and end-use 
o f  funds, then the lender and 
the borrower must both be 
held to account. Anything 
short o f  this is tantamount 
to robbing the poor to pay 
the rich which is how the 
grossness o f  Gross NPAs 
conics across as.

(The writer is a journal­
ist and faculty member at 
SPJIMR. Views arc p e r­
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil­
lion Press) (e-mail: editor(a'> 
thebillionpress.org)
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Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

“ Ego is the immediate dictate
o f  human consciousness. ”  

____________________________ —  Max Planck
The Shillong T im es
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The unm aking o f ‘India’
THE battle lines are drawn for the high-stakes 
2024 Parliament Polls. The grouping o f  26 op­
position parties m et in Bengaluru and the 38- 
m em bcr NDA held discussions in the national 
capital on the same day, but both stopped short 
o f  raising a  w ar cry. Clearly both arc biding 
their time. Yet. som e aspects stand out. The 
opposition grouping has shed its UPA baggage 
and re-christened itself as Indian National De­
velopmental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA). The 
leaders failed to catch the fancy o f  the nation 
and its 1.35 billion people. Brevity is the soul 
o f  wit. This lack o f  imagination showed up also 
in the way the conclave zeroed in on the present 
issues. M allikaijun Khargc, w ho set the tone 
for the discussions, said the Congress docs not 
seek pow er or PM post but wants to ’’save” the 
nation, protcct democracy, secularism  and the 
Constitution and ensure Social Justice. These are 
cliches that, due to overuse, lost their meaning, 
except that the cause o f upholding secularism 
has a  significance in the fight against the BJP 
and PM Modi. The rest do not strike a chord 
with the common man.

More importantly, how advisable was it for 
the Congress to declare that it can give the PM 
post on a  platter to  its allies i f  the alliance wins 
the polls -  more so as  it being a  behemoth, the 
main opposition form ation. Q uestion is, will 
the people be com fortable with handing over 
the reins o f  national govcm ancc to one among 
the greedy regional satraps. It is precisely here 
that the BJP is now seeking to discredit the Op­
position -  by putting up flex boards near the 
conclave venue in Bengaluru, saying Nitish 
Kum ar is their “PM nom inee.”  M any would 
laugh at this. Rather, the Congress party should 
show the nerve to stand in the front. Th is should 
be reassuring to the voters, given the past expe­
rience o f  ranishacklc coalitions o f  rcgionalists 
forming governments at the Centre and falling 
by the wayside in a  jiffy.

By avoiding the crafting o f  a minimum pro­
gramme o r a jo in t manifesto for INDIA, it is 
safe to assume that the Opposition is planning 
a repeat o f  the successful gam e the Congress 
played at the final hour in Karnataka -prom ising 
the moon to the people in the form o f  pension to 
housewives and free travel to women on state- 
run buses. It must how ever be noted that the 
Opposition is far from united. The ruling parties 
o f  Odisha, Tclangana and Andhra Pradesh kept 
away from the Opposition conclaves. Th is is 
where the BJP is sensing an  opportunity — that 
in ease it falls short o f  a majority, help is at hand 
for the NDA

Time for a Wine & Mead 
Board for Meghalaya

By K A' Kumar

L e tte r s  to  th e  E d ito r

Single mothers 
& abandoned  

mothers: 
Statistics 

higher than 
official figures

Editor.
The M eghalaya S late 

Commission for Women on 
the June 23. 2023 organised a one-day seminar on 'Socio 
-  Economic Staius ot Single 
Mothers*. Tomy understand­
ing. single mothers can be 
catcgociscd into two groups. 
The first group a c those who 
arc divorced or widowed and 
this is a universal problem 
cutting across communities, 
rcligion and toundaries. 
But there arc possibilities 
o f  financial arrangements 
and maintcnan<c for then) 
and you can get statistics on 
the number o f  widowed and 
divorced women bccausc of 
the availability of records on 
deaths and divorce cases.

But in our matrilincal 
Meghalaya where compul­
sory registration o f  mar­
riages is yet to be made 
mandatory, the other group 
o f  single m oth;rs is more 
about abandoned mothers 
women. In this matrilincal 
socicly where many still give priority to the Kurs and the 
Knis rather than :othe family 
and the father even in their 
day to day living, it makes 
it even more convenient for 
a man to walk cut o f  an un­
registered marmge without 
giving any maintenance for 
the wife and children who arc left at the mcrcv and 
financial positions o f  these

almost outdated institutions 
and authorities, especially 
in relation to this subjcct 
o f  abandoned women with 
children and the increasing 
number o f  orphanages.The impact on these aban­
doned women with children 
cspccially in the case o f  
families with many children 
as witnessed in the rural ar­
eas. couplcd with poverty, is 
for all to see and read in the 
media which reports o f  them 
from time to time. These me­dia reports about Meghalaya 
having the highest eases of 
teenage pregnancies, high 
child marriages and a high 
rate o f  trafficking which our 
young boys and girls arc 
vulnerable to. is a causc for 
concern.

The Maitshaphrang had 
been instrumental in cam­
paigning for the Meghalaya 
Compulsory Registration of 
Marriage Act 2012 but which 
is yet to be implemented, as 
one o f  the solutions to this problem. But despite the 
negative media reports o f  the problems arising from such 
abandoned marriages, this is 
still not a priority for many 
o f  those who are in power 
whether it's in the political 
or religious institutions.

It is difficult to get statis­
tics o f  abandoned mothers 
with children in our soci­
cly bccausc of unregistered marriages and our society’s 
acccptancc o f  m ulti- fa­
thered children in a family 
bccausc they still belong to 
the same clan/kur as that of 
the mother’s. In such a situ­
ation the correct statistics of 
single and abandoned moth­
ers will be much higher than 
the official figures as stated 
by the MSWC.As one of the solutions to this rampant abandonment of

The picturesque land­
scapes o f  N orth-Eastern 
India hide a treasure of im­
mense potential - apiculture, 
or beekeeping. Iliis age-old 
practicc not only promises 
economic growth but also 
serves as a sustainable and 
eco-friendly means o f  live­
lihood. Through this article 
1 want to place before you 
the untapped opportunities 
o f  apiculture in the North- 
Eastern region, examining 
its global significance, the 
challenges faced, and the 
transformative impact it can 
have on our fanners.

Beekeeping has experi­
enced a global rcsurgcncc, 
owing to the increasing de­
mand for honey, beeswax, 
and other bee-related prod­
ucts. Data indicate that the 
global trade in apiculture 
products surpasses $10 bil­
lion annually. This thriving 
market presents a remarkable 
opportunity for Meghalaya 
to tap into its potential and 
bccomc a significant global 
player. India's apiculture in­
dustry has witnessed consis­
tent growth in recent years, 
emerging as one o f  the top 
five honcy-producing na­
tions worldwide. With an 
annual production exceeding
100.000 mctric tons, India 
has established itselfasa key 
player in the global honey 
market. Additionally, the do­
mestic consumption of honey 
has witnessed a significant 
upsurge as health-conscious 
consum ers seek healthier 
alternatives.

flic North eastern region's 
unique floral diversity, con­
sisting of approximately 107 
bcc flora spccics. yields a 
wide range o f  sought-after 
honey varieties. The region's 
geographical advantage and 
favourable clim atic con­
ditions enable year-round 
honey production, providing 
the industry with a distinct 
advantage. The apiculture 
industry in Meghalaya, is 
however, primarily support­
ed by small and marginal 
farmers operating with one 
or two bcc h ives. These 
resilient farmers find hope 
in beekeeping as a supple­
mentary source o f  income. 
Currently, there arc approxi­
mately 40,000 beekeepers in 
the North-East, collcctivcly 
producing around 500 tonnes 
o f  honey annually. Too small 
a quantity to count!

Within tlic world of honey 
bees, an intriguing diver­
sity exists. A longside the 
common honey bee spccics, 
the North-Eastern region is

women with children in our 
society, the Maitshaphrang 
had petitioned the govern­
ment to make the Registra­
tion o f  Marriage certificate 
mandatory for all official 
purposes as stated in the principal Act o f  2012 and 
define Official Purposes as 
those purposes as required 
for producing the Scheduled 
Tribe certificate.

In conclusion, this is ba­
sically a women's problem 
and it is for the women of 
our state to lake the lead to 
solve them if they are really conccmcd about the prob­
lems faccd by their fellow 
women and not confining 
this conccrn to a ’one day 
talk shop’ bccausc if  this 
problem is not dealt with 
from the initial stage wc’rc 
afraid that this vicious cycle 
o f  exploitation w ill carry for­
ward from mothers to their 
children and their grandchil­
dren after that.

Yours clc..Michael N. Syicm, 
Via email

Peace in 
M anipur

Editor.
The situation in Manipur 

is very unfortunate. As per my understanding and based 
on the information available 
so  far. the violence was 
sparked on May 3. 2023 when Kukis attacked Mcitci 
villages and in retaliation, 
Mcitci attacked Kuki Villag­
es. This attack on cach other 
is prevailing till date result­
ing in immense suffering for 
both the communities, where 
the common man. the poor, 
the innocents, the elderly and children suffer at targe.

This unfortunate and un­

home to a unique variety • 
the stinglcss honey bee. The 
honey produced by the sting­
lcss bees is possibly the most 
valuable o f  all the honeys. 
Honey bees arc not mere 
honey producers; they arc 
vital pollinators crucial for 
the reproduction o f  plants. 
95% o f  earth's crops rely 
on cross-polliiation so bee­
keeping plays a  pivotal role 
in ensuring agricultural pro­
ductivity and food security. 
Their diligent foraging and 
cflicicnt pollination ensure 
the health anJ productivity 
o f  agricultural crops, playing 
a pivotal role in global food 
security.

While the apiculture in­
dustry in the North* Eastern 
region holds immense po­
tential. it also faccs several 
challenges that must be ad­
dressed to ensure sustainable 
growth. One pressing issue 
is the lack of specific and 
specialized treatment forapi- 
culturc within government 
schcmcs. Despite its prom­
ising prospccis, beekeeping 
has not rcccivcdthc attention 
and support it deserves. To 
build a sustairablc future for 
apiculturc, it is essential to 
advocate for dedicated sup­
port. tailored schcmcs. and 
capacity-building initiatives 
targeting the beekeepers. 
This includes providing ac­
cess lo modem beekeeping 
techniques, training pro­
grammes. and financial as­
sistance to enable beekeepers
lo scalc up tlicir operations 
effectively. Most important 
o f  all the problems is that 
Honey has fallen between 
the departm ental cracks. 
No one own:d up Honey. 
For a while the subjcct was 
with the industries depart­
ment while ths National Bcc 
Board is under the Ministry 
o f  Agriculture & Farmers’ 
Welfare.

A critical concern relat­
ing to honey however, is ihc 
standards and transparency 
o f  Indian honey manufac­
turers. Allegations o f  adul­
teration and compromised 
quality tarnish our reputation 
as a nation. Strengthening ihc 
regulatory framework gov­
erning the honey industry is 
crucial to address these con­
cerns effectively. Leveraging 
advancements in technology 
can significantly benefit the 
apiculturc industry. Imple­
menting sophcuieatcd testing 
methods, sueh as Nuclcar 
Magnetic Resonance(NMR)

warranted incident o f  unrest 
and a violent eruption o f  eth­
nic crisis has urncd the State 
into a conflict zone, marking 
the ugly history o f  Manipur. 
This unrest was uncxpcctcd 
and inhumane, and one hopes that the worsi docs not hap­
pen. In the present context 
what wc need is PEACE 
and Peace is possible only 
when wc stop the violcncc 
from both communities by 
starting dialogues and create 
platforms for that.

As o f  now, the Govern­
ment has initiated a judicial 
inquiry into the v iolcncc and 
there arc FIRs filed against 
those people *v ho made sedi­
tious statements. Hope that 
the government will take 
adequate steps to provide 
and deliver justicc to those 
who have suffered. On the 
other hand, at present the 
European Union debate con­
verts conflict into a religious 
one when what is happening 
is not a religious conflict. This conflict is not between 
the Hindu-M:itei and Kuki- 
Christians ncr is it between 
tribals and non-tribals. It is 
between those who are in 
support o f  and against illegal 
immigrants, poppy planta­
tion. and cultivation and arc 
therefore asking for separate administration. It is between 
those who arc in favour of 
M anipur's disintegration. 
Whatever the demands, v io- 
Icncc is not he solution. A 
pcaccful democratic proccss 
must start without further 
delay. But I personally foci 
that the integrity o f  Manipur 
must not be broken at any 
cost bccausc Manipur is not 
only for Mcitcis nor for any 
single comirunity but it is 
for all communities who Im k  been tiv ng together for ccnturics.

technology ensures the au­
thenticity and quality  o f  
honey products, assuring 
consumers and strengthening 
the industry's reputation.

I propose that Meghalaya 
should seize the opportunity 
and create a Meghalaya Wine
& Mead Board. Mead, also 
known as "honey wine," is 
an alcoholic beverage nude 
by fermenting honey with 
water. Globally, mead has 
gained popularity as a craft 
beverage, offering a unique 
flavour profile. The mead 
industry is still emerging in 
India. As the craft beverage 
scene grows, mead can create 
a new market with its unique 
taste and potential therapeu­
tic properties. Mcaderics 
experiment with different 
honey varietals and flavours, 
appealing to consumers seek­
ing anison.il options. Mead 
also presents opportunities 
for honey producers and 
beekeepers, creating a new 
market. 1 argue that the pro­
posed Wine & Med Board 
should be firmly within the 
fold o f  the Directorate o f  
Food Processing because 
both Wine and Mead arc 
integrally conncctcd to fruit 
and honey production.

Beekeeping extends far 
beyond the production o f  
honey. Bees offer a treasure 
trove o f  miscellaneous prod­
ucts that have diverse appli­
cations in various industries 
viz.. beeswax propolis, royal 
jelly, and bee venom. These 
products not only showcase 
the remarkable versatility 
o f  beekeeping but also hold 
significant value in scctors 
such as cosmetics, health and 
wellness, and crafts.

Beeswax, a natural sub­
stance secreted by honey 
bees, has long been cher­
ished for its diverse uses. Its 
malleability, moisturizing 
properties, make it a valu­
able ingredient in cosmetics, 
where it finds application in 
lip balms, lotions, and natural 
skincarc products. Beeswax 
is also favoured in candle- 
making due to its clcan and 
long-lasting bum. Propolis, a 
resinous substance collcctcd 
by bees, is known for its an­
timicrobial and antioxidant 
properties. Bees use propolis 
to protcct their hives from 
pathogens. Ibis natural prod­
uct has found applications in 
various industries, including 
health supplements, creams, 
and oral care products. Its 
potential health benefits.

For the problems o f  im­
m igrants' influx into Ma­
nipur the State and the Cen­
tral government must take 
immediate steps to control 
with firm mcchanisms. The 
Union Govt, and the State Govt, and other competent 
authorities, armed forces of 
both centre and state must 
deal with this issue w ith­
out any bias and must take 
strong action against those 
law breakers at the earliest to 
provide justicc to the people 
immediately.The situation in Manipur 
has turned horrific and every 
individual must stop playing 
the blame game and victim 
roles in various social net­
works circulated by several 
individuals<rgroups against 
cach other, as this would 
only bring sadness and vio­
lcncc and is not good for 
anyone. Wc all must look 
forward to bringing Pcacc. 
Love & Harmony instead 
o f  this gun and violcncc and separation culture. Further, 
wc must overcome our emo­
tions and let truth and justicc prevail.

It is the need o f  the hour 
to help the victims o f  both 
the communities in and out­
side the stale o f  Manipur 
who have been severely 
affcctcd by this unfortunate 
incident. Let us stop these 
inhumane acts o f  violcncc: wc must give a chance for 
PEACE.

Yours ctc..
Chongiham Thangamba 

Moctci) 
President. Manipuri

Students' Union (SMSU), 
Shillong

Food safety
B d ilo r ,This refers to the rcccnt

such as immune support and 
anti-inflammatory proper­
ties, have garnered atten­
tion from health-conscious 
consumers.

Royal jelly, a nutrient- 
rich substance produced by 
worker bees, serves as the 
cxclusivc diet for bcc larvae 
destined to bccomc queens. 
Its nutritional composition, 
including proteins, vitamins, 
and minerals, has led to its 
use in dietary supplements, 
beauty products, and natu­
ral remedies. Royal jelly is 
esteemed for its potential 
rejuvenating properties and 
potential benefits to overall 
health and well-being. Bcc- 
collcctcd pollen is a protein- 
packed substance that serves 
as a primary sourcc o f  nu­
trition for bcc larvae. It is 
considered a supcrfood due 
to its rich nutritional profile, 
including amino acids, vita­
mins. minerals, and enzymes. 
Consumed directly or incor­
porated into health foods and 
dietary supplements, pollen 
has gained recognition for its 
potential health benefits and 
is also used in beauty prod­
ucts for its skin-nourishing 
properties.

W hile bcc venom may 
causc temporary discom ­
fort when bees sting, it has 
shown potential medicinal 
properties. Apitherapy. the 
thcrapcutic use o f  bee prod­
ucts. includes the use o f  bcc 
venom for conditions like 
arthritis, inflammation, and 
pain management. Adminis­
tered by trained profession­
als. bcc venom has gained 
attention for its potential in 
alternativ e therapies.

Meghalaya has a golden 
opportunity to unlock the 
full potential o f  apiculturc. 
With its diverse flora, favour­
able climate, and dedicated 
beekeepers, the region can 
bccomc a leading hub for 
honey production and export. 
However, to realize this po­
tential. it is crucial to create 
a dedicated institution to be 
named Meghalaya Wine & 
Mead Board, through w hich 
wc can foster sustainable 
economic growth and secure 
a prosperous future for our 
people. 'Hie Farmers' (Em­
powerm ent) Commission 
is organizing a two-day na­
tional workshop at Shillong 
on 19th & 20th of July this 
year, to creatc a path. After 
all. honey is money!!

(The writer is Chairman. 
Meghalaya Farm ers' (Em­
powerment) Commission)

controversy over formalin 
laden fish being imported 
from southern states like 
A ndhra P rad esh . Food 
adulteration and addition 
o f  harmful preservatives 
and pesticides has taken 
epidem ic proportions in 
modem times. In fact, food 
borne diseases due to adul­
teration is going to be the 
number one k iller in the 
near future, if  some urgent 
remedial steps arc not taken 
by the government. One out 
o f  two people is suffering 
from some chronic ailments 
like diabetes, blood pressure, 
cardiovascular diseases, psy­
chosomatic disorders etc. 
Chances o f  getting Canccr 
is almost 50% in the overall 
population. Along with spi­
ralling cost o f  healthcare, 
modem medicare is able to 
do nothing except provid­
ing symptomatic relief. All 
modem illnesses have their 
roots in heavy pesticide 
laden and denatured food, 
grown with artificial fertil­
izers along with sedentary 
lifestyle. Meat, fish, fruits 
and vegetables, ctc. arc all 
laden with carcinogenic ad­
ditives and preservatives. If  
the present situation is not 
controlled then premature 
deaths will be a norm in so­
ciety. One has to remember 
the Hippocratic dictum ‘Let 
food be thy medicine and 
mcdicinc be thy food’ to 
thrive in this world.

Yours ctc., 
Sadiq Hussain Laskar,

________________ Guwahati
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page arc 
the views o f the writers 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Escaping the ED, IT and 
Policc..!

Second to my love o f  
w riting is that o f  public 
speaking, and I was quite 
happy when the Madras Ro­
tary. whichis supposedly the 
oldest club in India, offered 
to fly me down to Chennai to 
address than. "What would 
you like to speak about?” 
they asked politely, and I 
promptly said, “Escaping the 
ED. IT and policc!"

I knew that there would 
be some scratching of heads 
about such a strange subject 
but I also knew it would be 
a topic that would get every­
body interested. Yes. how in 
the present circumstanccs 
do you get the Enforcement 
Directorate, the Income Tax 
and the midnight knock by- 
policeman on your door, off 
your back?

“Wc hope there’s no poli­
tics involved."cautioned the 
secretary over the phone.

“None it all!” 1 said, and 
I sure got them more flum­
moxed.

Needless to say, the au­
ditorium at the 5- Star hotel 
was full! All eager to know 
what the ‘escape formula’ 
was all abcut.

'A  man driving a car,’ I 
started, 'stopped at a signal 
and waited impatiently as 
the woman in the car in 
front didn't start immedi­
ately w hen the signal turned 
green. He started screaming 
and beating his fist on the 
steering wheel! A policeman 
tapped on his w indshicld and

told him to step out. "You 
can't anrest me for shouting 
in my own car." the man 
said as the cop asked for his 
license ant registration and 
finally handed the papers 
back. The driver protested. 
"Why did you chcck my 
papers?"

The po iceman replied. 
"I saw yon screaming and 
beating your steering wheel, 
then I noticed the 'Prayer 
Changes Things’ bumper 
sticker on your car, and I said 
to myself, ihat’s not his car, 
he must have stolen it!”

'H is behaviour did not 
reflect the sticker in his car!’ 
I told the audience.

I contiiucd. as the crowd 
o f  top industrialists and busi­
nessm en .vondcrcd what 
I was getting at, ‘While 
reading Khushvvant Singh’s 
“Collected Short Stories", 
one story that left me pon­
dering was, ‘The Bottom 
Pinchcr’. The writer beauti­
fully describes a scene at 
a worship placc where he secs 'a thh tall gentleman, 
in his sixties, wearing a light 
blue suit, sola hat and thick 
post cataract glasses.’ The 
gentleman walks through the 
stream of rcggars near the 
temple anc drops a coin in 
the hand of every beggar.

The gentleman then pro­
ceeds to walk in the direction 
o f  Khushwnnt Singh’s office 
and Singh fascinated by the 
man’schantablc acts follows 
him and i> shocked to sec 
what the gentleman docs 
next: He continues lo dip in 
his right pockct and drops a 
coin into every outstretched 
hand but ashc passes a group 
o f  three women bending over 
sonic article at a stall, his 
left hand purposely brushes 
one o f  them and pinches 
another!

And so. it went on. Right 
hand to give alms to the 
needy, left hand touching 
and pinching unguarded, 
unwary women! W hat a 
character!

Yes indeed, what a char­
acter!

But thirk again: Do you 
see some resemblance o f  yourselves in the gentleman 
mentioned or the man in

the car?’
And that's when 1 dccidcd

io tell them what I was get­
ting at:

There arc many o f  us 
w ho arc screaming about the 
Enforcement Directorate be­
ing used against many in the 
opposition, and others w ho 
oppose the policies of the 
government. But what wc 
don't realize is that a mirror 
is being turned on to the part 
o f ourselves that we think we 
have hidden behind elosed 
doors. Our double lives arc 
being exposed and a spot­
light is being turned on. yes 
turned on the very activities 
we arc trying to hide!

A few- years ago. a senator 
in ihc US. waxed eloquent in 
the senate about something 
he didn't like about the mo­
bility provider Uber, based 
in San Francisco. The sena­
tor, I was told, was quietly 
show n a detailed list o f  his 
activities, in w hich he visited 
a woman’s  house, how long 
he spent there, when he re­
turned and how many times 
a week lie went itierc. lie 
was also told the lane o f  the 
woman he visited. All based 
on his travel records with the 
mobility provider.

He was thus silenced!
An artic ic  caught my 

attention in the Economic 
Times, and the caption of 
that articic was “ Data in
2025 -  Huge, but not fully 
secure.*' “ Within the next 
few years.”  ihc article said, 
“worldwide, data on people 
is going to sw'cll to about

163 zcttabytcs. Thai is ihc 
amount o f  data they have 
on you and me. What also 
caught my attention was 
that it was not fully sccure. 
That's a startling amount of 
information about you and 
me that is in danger. Even 
now, when you think o f  the 
amount of personal informa­
tion that is out there, it’s too 
difficult to even imagine it. It 
is also a bit scary to think that 
there is so much o f  who you 
arc that is available so freely 
to people all around.

Now do you sec how eas­
ily a government that alleg­
edly has the best software in 
the world. Pegasus for one. 
is so easily able to overthrow 
an opposition government? 
Realize that like the poor 
MLAs and MPs. you also 
have no closed doors to hide, 
and that wc now stand naked 
and totally exposed.

What do wc do about it? 
Shout and scream that our 
privacy is being invaded 
even as wc keep installing apps in our phone and laptop 
that tell the world what wc 
do? I feci sorry for those 
who have the ED and other 
agcncics breathing down 
their backs, but I believe 
that only good can comc out 
o f  all this. That there is no 
way out when a searchlight 
beams on you except the 
light finds nothing question­
able on you.

For that harsh beam of 
light not to find us naked 
and vulnerable, wc and the 
victims o f  today’s scrutiny 
nced to elothe ourselves w ith 
the 'Six Pillars’, which are 
Integrity. Trustworthiness. 
Respect. Responsibility. Jus­
ticc and Caring!

Only when we stop giv­
ing alms with one hand and 
pinch bottoms with the other 
will agcncics like the ED, IT 
and policc find nothing that 
they can implicate you and 
me with!’

It was a somber crowd 
that left the hall that day..!

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers Course. For 
more details send a thumbs- 
up to him on W hatsApp 
0 8 0 2 5 7 2 8 8 3 .

bobsbanterQgmait.com
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Implementation of NEP 2020 
in the HEIs of Meghalaya

“You are never too old to set another 
goal or to dream a new dream. ”

— L es B row n
The Shillong l im es

V d Nk IA V  SHILLONG, niLRSO A V. JULY 20.2023

Scathing NITI Aayog Report Card
THE latest NITI Aayog report card on multi­
dimensional poverty index puts Meghalaya just 
above Bihar amongst the states with the highest 
in poverty ranking. This may come as a shock for 
the urban elite who have lost touch with ground 
realities in their state. But for large sections o f  the 
population in Meghalaya poverty is a stark reality. 
Only those silting in ivory towers making policies 
that don't resonate with the people who most need 
to be lifted out o f the black hole o f  poverty find 
it hard to acccpt these harsh realities. It is also a 
NITI Aayog report that over 37 % o f Meghalayans 
live below th;.* poverty line. Meghalaya has been 
unsuccessful in poverty alleviation because it has 
not yet comc up with an economic roadmap that its 
people can be part of. Add to that its population 
explosion. Thcrc arc never enough resources to 
meet the needs o f  a growing population where the 
family size is still 7-10 in the villages. Poverty is 
replicated in every household where a teenage girl 
becomes pregnant and delivers a child and then 
continues to do so year after year without a gap. In 
most eases the husband is engaged in daily labour 
where he is Lnpaid if  he falls sick and is unable 
to work. But statistics have also revealed that at 
least 41% of households in Meghalaya arc led 
by single women parents. The main reason is the 
tenuous nature o f  co-habitation or living together 
which carries no stigma. But living together with 
no formal ties also means that the couple are at 
liberty to break up the relationship at any given 
time. The matrilineal socicty enjoins upon the 
mother to look after her children hence the father 
has no responsibility and hardly ever maintains his 
children after abandoning them. Family planning 
has completely failed and any talk o f  contracep­
tion is met with resistance. Women have become 
reproductive machines. Safe sex is a taboo subject. 
No wonder Meghalaya has the highest total fertil­
ity ratio (TFR) in the country.

In the current situation inflation is rising at an 
alarming pace. Malnutrition and under-nutrition 
is rampant since nutritious food is out o f  reach o f 
most families. Healthcare is beyond the reach o f 
most families bccausc government hospitals arc 
poorly equipped and usually have no medicines 
hence people don't frequent them. Primary Health 
Centres and Community Health Centres in most 
villages arc functioning in the breach hence insti­
tutional deliveries arc few and far between. Most 
villages arc still not motorablc and it docs not seem 
that they will be any time soon since the priorities 
are skewed. Unemployment is a huge challenge 
bccausc employment generation has not been 
able to match the young population entering the 
job  market. The best brains from the state arc all 
working outside. Ironically, the number o f  High 
Net-Worth Individuals (HNI) is on the rise and 
they belong to the class o f  politicians and business 
persons. Obviously much o f the funds for human 
development flow into private coffers. This is not 
a state secret. So who will save Meghalaya from 
this free fall?

By B Papant>

Ind ia , B a n g la d e sh  to  u se  na tio na l 
c u rre n c ie s  fo r b ila te ra l trad e

Modi govt optimistic 
on use of India rupee 

in more countries
By Ash is Biswas

Heartbreaking 
reality of being 
second-poorest 
State in India
Editor.
It was John F Kennedy who said, "Economic growth 

without social progress lets 
(he great majority o f  the 
people remain in poverty, 
while a privileged few reap 
the bcncfus o f  rising abun­
dance."

A country’s growth is 
determined by many factors, 
one o f  which includes the 
growlh and development o f 
the states within it. I picked 
up the newspaper in the 
morning on July 19.2023, as 
I usually would on any given 
day. To my utter dismay, the 
headline o f  the report. "Niti 
Aayog names Meghalaya 
poorest siatc after Bihar." 
caught my eye and brought 
with it an air o f  sadness and 
questions o f  uncertainty. In 
a state that prices itself on 
progress and prosperity, it 
is truly heart-wrenching to 
witness such news coming 
to the fore. The slate’s title 
as the second-poorest paints a grim picture of its econom­
ic and social realities. For 
many, poverty would simply 
mean a "monetary condi­
tion" but poverty in itself encompasses a broader and 
wider range o f  oilier things, which includc inadequate 
access to equitable educa­

tion, healthcare, and other 
basic opportunities. Poverty 
in Meghalaya is perpetuated 
by unemployment, limited 
education, and a low standard 
o f  living.

The sta te’s struggle in providing opportunities for 
the youth in terms o f employ­ment is not new, but rather 
som ething that has been 
plaguing Meghalaya for the 
last many years. Its a condi­
tion that has seen veiy little 
room for improvement. The 
absence o f  diverse industries 
and infrastructure is contrib­
uting to the state's inability to 
attract investments and create 
sustainable employment op- 
ponunitics leaving our young 
minds untapped, hindering 
their chances o f  utilizing 
iheir abilities, and forcing 
them to adopt measures such 
as alcoholism and substance 
abuse. After all. desperate 
times call for desperate mea­
sures. Having been someone 
who has suffered the wrath 
of unemployment. I can say 
that many youths do not 
choose this life for them­
selves, but depression is an 
illness that very few people 
can handle strongly. Megha­
laya also lacks in aspects of 
adequate healthcare facilities 
and services; many residents 
cannot afford proper medi­
cal care leading to a life o f 
reduced expectancy. Health 
disparities are also evident 
in the lack o f  drinking wa­
ter and adequate sanitation. 
Another driving force that

The National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 holds im­
mense potential for the state 
o f  Meghalaya, providing a 
comprehensive framework 
for transforming the educa­
tion system and fostering 
holistic development. Here 
are some key areas where the NEP 2020 can have a signifi­
cant impact in Meghalaya:

1. M u lt id is c ip l in a ry  
Education: The NEP 2020 
emphasizes the importance 
o f  m ultidisciplinary edu­
cation, allow ing students 
to explore subjects beyond 
their chosen discipline. This 
approach can be particularly 
beneficial in Meghalaya, as 
it encourages students to 
purcuc diverse interests and 
acquire a broad-based educa­
tion. It will enable students to 
develop a versatile skill set, 
critical thinking abilities, and 
a comprehensive understand­
ing of different subjects.

At present, the Govern­
ment has sanctioned only 
People’s C ollege for the 
Arts Stream and some Peo­
ple’s colleges haw only Arts 
Stream. It is also seen that ihc 
dropout rate o f the students in 
the rural areas is a problem. 
One o f  the major reasons is 
that there is an absence o f multi-stream colleges wilh 
affordable fees in some o f 
the districts. The People’s 
College has benefited the 
youths o f  some districts but 
not to a large extent because 
it could not provide options 
for the students who wish lo 
study streams other than Arts 
Streams. With the demand 
in implementation o f  NEP 
2020 and the UGC notifica­
tion there is a need to have 
at least one Multi-Stream 
College in every district 
with plenty o f  options for 
the students to study. The Government can think o f  
introducing new streams in 
these People’s College where 
the students can opt for dif­
ferent subjects from other 
stream/disciplines. This is 
one way the Ciovcmmcnt can 
also implement NEP 2020 in 
the State.

Having al li-asi nnr Vlulti- 
Disciplinary College in all 
the districts will provide op­
portunities to the rural youths 
who wish to pursue their 
higher studies and it will re­
duce the number o f  students 
migrating to Shillong and 
other cities in our country.2. Vocational Education 
and Skill Development: Ihc 
NEP 2020 emphasizes the 
integration o f  vocational edu­
cation and skill development 
into mainstream education. 
In Meghalaya, where thcrc 
is a rich cultural heritage 
and diverse economic sec­
tors. this focus on vocational 
education can play a vital role 
in nurturing skilled profes­
sionals who can contribute to 
the state’s  economic growth. 
I hc policy cncouragcs the

is pushing the slate towards 
poverty giving it ihc tag o f 
the poorest state, is the rise 
in corruption and corrupt 
activities within the state 
including every nook and 
cranny o f  most government 
machinery. It is not new for 
the citizens to witness the rise in conuption in Meghalaya, 
a condition that has always 
been there and will continue 
to plague our socicty. Thcrc 
arc an unaocountablc number 
o f  reasons why Meghalaya is 
a poor state -  leaving aside 
the statistical and practical 
side o f  things.

Who do we blame then? 
Those who are sitting at the 
helm o f  affairs? Not just 
those at the present but those 
o f  the past too. who should 
have comc up with means 
and measures to change the 
entire system and work to­
wards building the economy 
and growth o f  the state and 
not only working towards 
their own gain. Or do wc 
blame ourselves? For not be­
ing wise enough to know who 
wc should be choosing, and. 
on whose hands, wc should 
be placing the future o f  our 
state. As a citizcn o f  Megha­
laya, it is sad to be waking 
up to a piccc o f  news such as 
this, especially to be tagged 
a state poorest after Bihar -  a 
state that has always been in 
the news for its poverty and 
crime rates. If  this is not woe­
ful news, then 1 do not know 
what is.

The news o f  being the

establishment o f  vocational 
training ccntcrs. apprentice­
ship programs, and industry 
collaborations, providing stu­
dents with practical skillsaitd 
enhancing employability.

As wc can see that many 
youths remain unemployed 
even after completing their 
graduation. Through its Me­
ghalaya Skills Projects and 
ITIs in the S ate, the Gov­
ernment Colleges. People’s 
Colleges and other Colleges 
in the State can sign an MoU 
with the o th ;r  vocational 
train ing ccntcrs and also 
have a linkage with the ITIs 
and Meghalaya State Skill 
Projects.

If the Government is real­
ly serious about employment 
and entrepreneurship, having 
at least one I'll or Vocational 
SkillTrainingcentre in every 
district o f  the State is a must. This will c rc a tc  jobr. and also
cncouragc cn reprcncurship 
among the youths in all the 
districts o f  thcstate.The link­
age between the College and 
the training ccntcrs will also 
solve the issues that the Col­
leges have for implementa­
tion of NEP 2020 in our state 
from this Academic Session 
2023-24. ila.-ing this, the 
Government will contribute 
to the implementation ofNEP
2020 and also lift the burdens 
from the colleges by support­
ing them with Vocational 
Courses and Training for 
Skilled Courses for the stu­
dents. Moreover it will also 
encourage the youths towards 
entrepreneurship.

3. Language and Cultur­
al Preservation: Meghalaya 
is known for its linguistic 
and cultural diversity. The 
NEP 2020 rccognizcs the 
im portance o f preserving 
and promoting regional lan­
guages and cultures.

The HEIs through their 
various Departments such 
as Department o f  Sociol­
ogy. Khasi, History can also 
introduce in some classes the 
local dialcct of the district. It
w ill c n c o u ra g c  th e  in c lu s io n  
o f  local languages in the 
curriculum. ;nsuring that 
students have ihc opportunity 
to Icam and appreciate their 
native languages. Organiz­
ing o f  dramas and various 
sensitization programmes 
is necessary lo cducaie the 
younger generation about 
the culture and traditions 
o f  our State. It will have an 
impact on socicty and teach 
the students about respecting 
the various traditions and 
cultures that we have in the 
districts, state in particular 
and nation as a whole.

The Government through 
its District Libraries can also 
have museums in every dis­trict. This will have various 
schools and collcgc students 
visit the Library and Museum

second poorest state in the 
country is undeniably a sad 
reality but i should also 
serve as a wake-up call for 
all stakeholders out there
-  the government, civil so­
cieties. politicians, citizens, 
and everyone involved. Wc 
need to acknowledge the 
challenges plaguing our state 
and implement solutions, to 
pav e the way for a bright and 
growing future. Otherwise, the aspiratior, to become a 
S I0 billion dollar economy 
by 2028, will continue to be 
a distant drcain.

Yours etc., 
Cassandra Gatphoh 
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Poetic justice or 
hand of God?
Editor.
The minorities in India, 

especially the Christians arc overwhelmingly traumatized 
beyond the realm o f imagina­
tion to know hat more than 
400 acts o f  violence against 
them have been unleashed by the rcligicus fanatics in 
the coursc o f just 6 months 
this year and the arena o f  
occurrcnccs ire mostly in 
the BJP ruled states. The 
extensive persecutions have 
increased exponentially post 
BJP’s assumption o f  pow­
ers at the Centre with Uttar 
Pradesh topping the list with 
155 eases. Alarmingly, 35 Christian paaors are incar­
cerated notwithstanding con-

and learn about conserve 
their cultures and traditions. 
This will teach the younger 
generation about preserving 
the rich linguistic heritage 
o f  Meghalaya and strengthen 
cultural identity among the 
younger generation.4. Tcchnologv Integra­
tio n: The NEP 2020 em ­
phasizes the integration o f  
technology in education, 
promoting digital literacy 
and online learning. In Me­
ghalaya. where geographical 
challenges can limit access to 
quality education, technology 
integration can bridge the gap 
and provide students with ac- 
ccss to a wide range o f  educa­
tional resources. The policy’s 
focus on digital infrastructure 
development and teacher 
training in technology will 
enhance the quality and reach 
o f education in the state.

F o r  th in  a l o n g  w i lh  th e
ITIs and the Training Ccntcrs. 
the Government in the same 
campus can have IT centers 
where computer literacy pro­
grammes and courscs are con • 
ducted and training provided 
for the youths. These centers 
will enable ihc students and 
tcachcrs to be trained and equipped themselves to stay 
updated. The youths can 
also equip themselves wilh 
the latest IT programmes or 
courscs required in today’s 
IT world after which the 
students can enroll for vari­
ous opportunities. In ihcsc 
ccn tcrs. the G overnm ent 
can also have testing ccntcrs 
where various examinations 
can also be conducted such 
as JEE, NEET, CAT (various 
entrance exams for MBA). 
CLAT (for Law). CUET and 
other competitive exams for 
employment as well such as 
(IBPS, SSC. RBI ctc). This 
will not only provide the 
rural students and youths 
with equal opportunities but 
will make the youth aware 
about these various avenues 
and also cncouragc them to 
try these examinations. As
h a v in g  c c n tc r s  f a r  f ro m  th e ir
home district discourages 
them to try and attempt these 
examinations.

5. Teacher Training and 
Professional Development: 
The NEP 2020 highlights the 
significance o f  continuous 
professional development 
for teachers. In Meghalaya, 
investing in teacher training 
programs aligned with the 
NEP can enhance the quality 
o f  instruction and empower 
teachers w ith innovative 
teaching methodologies and 
pedagogical tcchniqucs. It 
will equip educators to meet 
the evolving needs o f  students 
and ensure a high standard o f 
education in the state.Ihc Ciovcmmcnt through 
their People’s colleges can 
also have various training

sistcnt appeals being made 
to the President o f  India. 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
and Prime Minister Modi. 
The appeals have fallen on 
deaf cars!

Recently many Christians 
in India and abroad were 
moved to tears on seeing 
visuals o f  how in one o f  the 
BJP administered states o f  
North India, hordes o f  fa­
natical right-wingers entered 
into the under-constructcd 
church and dcsecratcd one holy spot by branding on it a 
Hindu insignia. To add insult 
to injury, the statues of the 
Sacred Heart o f  Jesus and 
virgin Mary were forcibly 
taken away and dumped on 
the street!

C oincidentally , nearer 
home, it's no less agonizing 
to witness that around 300 
churches were burnt down al­
legedly by the Hindu Mcitcis 
leaving hundreds o f  Kukis 
to abandon their hearths 
and homes to take refuge in 
M izoram, Meghalaya and 
other states. Thcatrociticson 
Kukis. who arc mostly Chris­
tians. must have deeply un­
settled the Vice President o f 
the BJP. Mizoram unit which 
made him to unhesitatingly 
resign from the Party. 1 don't 
think any BJP member from 
Meghalaya who is a Christian 
and holds a high profile party 
status will dare to emulate the 
example set by the Mizoram 
BJP functionary.

U n c a n n i ly ,  a n d  a s  a n  a n t i
climax, the Northern States

programmes for the tcachcrs. 
Few months back it seen that 
the Government has success­
fully applied and received tlxr 
permission to start the B.Ed 
Coursc at Kiang Nangbah 
G overnment Collcgc. The 
same can be set up in every 
district o f  the State. In the 
d istrict where there is no 
G overnm ent Collcgc, the
B.Ed Courscs can also be 
setup in the People’s  College. 
Since the scats are limited, 
this initiative will not only 
help the untrained teachers 
to get trained but it will also 
provide scope for the future 
generation teachers.6. Inclusive Education: 
The NEP 2020 emphasizes 
inclusive education, ensuring 
equal acccss and opportunities 
for students with disabilities 
and those from marginalized 
communities. In Meghalaya, 
where there are diverse cthnic 
groups and remote areas, the 
policy's provisions for inclu­
sive education can help ad­dress educational disparities 
and promote social equity. It 
encourages the establishment 
o f  special education centers 
and the adoption o f  inclusive 
teaching practices.

For the State o f  Megha­
laya, it is ncccssary to think 
about having at least one 
special education center in 
the entire district. It is great to 
have new districts in the state 
but it is also important for the 
Government to make sure that 
all the important resources are 
provided to all the people o f 
all the districts and the state. 
The Ciovcmmcnt must also 
make sure that it provides 
equality in access o f  various 
resources (Health Carc. Road 
Infra. Electricity and other 
basic resources), equal op­
portunities, equal rights and 
equality in providing educa­
tion to the needy especially to 
the people who need special education.

To fully leverage the ben­
efits o f  the NEP 2020, it is 
crucial for the state govern­
ment and educational institu­
tions in Meghalaya to align 
their policies, curricula, and 
infrastructure* wilh the prin­ciples and goals outlined in
the Policy. By embracing the 
NEP 2020 and implementing 
its provisions effectively, Me­
ghalaya can lay the founda­tion for a modern, inclusive, 
and quality education system 
ihat nurtures the potential 
o f  its students and prepares 
them for the challenges of 
the future.

(This article is just a sug­
gestion as per research con­
ducted by questioning the 
youths, parents and residents 
o f  various districts o f  our 
state. It is as per the need o f  
NEP 2020 and it's  impor­
tance. It is important to know  
the  various requirem ents 
o f  NEP 2020 at the Higher 
Education Level before we 
move towards its implemen­
tation)
m m m m m m rn
o f India have been battered by 
unprecedented record rainfall 
from July 10. This unparal­
leled natural fury has made 
one o f  the senior citizens o f 
these regions lo go on record 
saying that he has never seen 
in his life-long career such 
ire o f  nature! It was seen 
that small temples adjacent 
to rivers were literally swept away; Panchwakarta temple 
was submerged on account 
o f  flooding o f  the River Bcas 
at Mandi. Himachal Pradesh. 
An ancient Shiv temple was 
separated from Himachal’s 
mandi as Ihc bridge linking 
the temple with the city was 
washed away. Sadly, some 
pilgrims died during the trek, 
and the yalra was forced to 
halt in Himachal Pradesh. 
Uttarakhand and Jammu and 
Kashmir. Alas! The incal­
culable loll on human and 
infrastructure beggars all 
descriptions.

The unprecedented natural 
pounding which has engulfed 
the northern parts o f  India has 
prompted me to ask my Hindu 
friends, with a secular bent 
o f  mind, the nuances behind the coincidental desecration 
o f  Churches vis-a-vis the 
flooding of Temples in India. 
They simply quipped. 'Poetic 
Justice.' But I. for one, am 
reminded o f  the iconic words 
o f  a legendary footballer, who 
said 37 years ago.' The hand 
o f  God!'

Yours ctc., 
J e r o m e  K  D ic n g d o h ,
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In South Asia, the recent 
agreement between India and 
Bangladesh, to use their re­
spective national currencies 
(rupee and taka) for bilateral 
trade will I'clp boost Bangla­
deshi forex savings by at least 
S2 billion US annually.

While this is one o f  sever­
al factors behind the decision, 
other bigger economic inter­
ests arc also involved. The 
foundation o f  the regional 
economy .vill be strength­
ened, feel observers, quite 
apart from immediate relief 
foreseen fcr ihc Bangladeshi 
economy. It was Sri Lankan 
president Ranil Wickremcs- 
inghc who had some time 
ago announced plans within
th e  S  A s ia  le g io n  to  s w i tc h  to
using Ihc Indian rupee avoid­
ing the US dollar, in bilateral 
trade. Discussions between 
India and Bangladesh had 
been goi ng on for some time. 
The outbreak o f  the war 
in Ukraine and its massive 
negative impact on develop­
ing economies worldwide 
was a major factor behind the 
current new thinking among 
many counirics, forcing them 
to address a rapidly dete­
riorating financial situation 
urgently.

The months ahead should 
sec the growing acccptabil- 
ity/usc o f  ihc Indian rupee 
as an international currency 
suitable for conducting bi­
lateral /other trade. Around 
18 counirics have so far 
expressed litcir willingness to 
use the Ind an rupee. Among 
ihcsc are Russia, the UK. Fiji.

Singapore Malaysia. Mau­
ritius and Israel. Reserve 
Bank authorities have agreed 
in principle lo assist banks 
in thc.se countries as well as 
India to work out the modali- 
lics going forward.

Prospects for the rupee 
firming up is an international 
currency further brightened 
after the recent agreement 
between India and ihc UAE. 
allowing bilateral trade by- 
using the dirham and the 
rupee. Carrying out financial 
transactions and the dispatch 
o f  rcmittarccs ctc using the 
digital m oles o f  communi­
cation wil become a great 
deal easier for the 3 million 
strong Indian community 
living in the Emirates. Bank 
authorities in both countries 
are taking ncccssary steps 
like the mutual opening of 
NuMiu aevuuuis lo imple­
ment the provisions agreed 
on so far.

While acithcr India nor 
Bangladesh making much 
fanfare about the matter, the 
choice for the rupee comcs 
as yet another step taken 
by several countries lo re­
duce their dependence on 
the US dollar as the domi­
nant. a ln o si unavoidable 
.currency for the conduct 
o f  international trade. At 
present, around 80% o f  the 
world trade and business 
is conducted in US dollar 
transaction*.

However, from within 
the non-Western develop­
ing world where most of 
the world population live 
and economies are growing 
the Chinese yuan is slowly 
em erging as an cffcctivc 
alternative lo the US dol­
lar . Ihc decision taken by 
China and Russia to avoid 
the US dolhr and other major 
western currencics like the 
Euro in their massive trade'1 
business transactions has cer­
tainly has Ind some impact in 
the w orld cconomy.

A dc-dollarising trend 
has taken firm root affecting

around 15% o f  the aggregate 
world trade'business trans­
actions. It has become stron­
ger especially in the wake 
o f  unprecedented economic 
sanctions (numbering over 
7000!) slapped on Russia 
following the outbreak o f  the 
Ukraine war.

Most countries have been 
shockcd over the sudden 
freezing o f  Russian forex 
reserves o f  over $ 600 billion 
held in US banks by Wash­
ington and by M oscow's 
apparent inability to do very 
much against the combined 
economic might o f  the US- 
led Western Block, even by 
way o f  legal remedies !

The American decision 
has caused concern among 
most co u n tries holding 
positive forex reserves in 
US- owned banks, that they 
might well also fall victim to 
such strong-arm economic 
unilateralism from the West 
for if  they incurred the wrath 
o f  the US and its subservi­
ent European allies over 
their policies / political in­
terests indifferent regions. 
That could spell an imme­
diate end to their existence 
as sovereign, independent 
nations threatening their 
very survival.

One major reason Russia 
was not hurt much by west­
ern sanctions was its enor­
mous land mass, its huge 
natural mineral resources 
and high levels o f  education 
and economic advancement. 
Frustrated Western financial 
writers who had predicted

a total Russian collapse 
within a week after the first 
tranche o f  sanctions were 
announced, later admitted
- without benefit o f  apol­
ogy - that they had 'under­
estimated’ the strength of 
Russia’s cconomy !

Various alternate strate­
gics arc currently being 
tried out among nations to 
bypass future US sanctions, 
following the formation of 
unannounced creation o f  
nations’countrics currently 
facing such sanctions — in­
cluding Iran. Turkey. Ven­
ezuela . Russia and others. 
The process gained mo­
mentum after the American 
sanctions were announced 
against Russia. The recent 
strengthening o f  the US dol­
lar in recent months again 
has em erged as a major 
burden for the bulk o f  de­
veloping countries. Their 
national currencics have 
progressively declined in 
exchange value vis-a-vis the 
dollar - like Bangladesh. Sri 
Lanka, India and Pakistan. 
Already these co u n tries 
were struggling to maintain 
their rapidly reducing forex 
reserves.

The weakening o f  their 
national currencies against 
the dollar came as a double 
whammy for their econo­
m ics. fuelling  dom estic 
inflation, worsening budget 
deficits and affecting fiscal 
capacities generally.

However, while India 
has cautiously welcomed 
the increasing acccptancc 
o f  the rupee as a reliable 
unit in international trade 
especially within the de­
veloping world, it did not 
succeed in its efforts to 
get Russia on board with 
other countries. Thanks to 
its massive export o f crudc
oil to India in recent months. 
Russia worked up a hefty 
trade earnings surplus vis- 
a-vis India, but ended up 
holding billions o f  Indian 
rupees!

“Prospects for the rupee firming up as an 
interactional currency further brightened 
after the recent agreement between India 
anil the UAE, allowing bilateral trade by 
using fite dirham and the rupee. Carrying 
out financial transactions and the dispatch 
of remittances etc using the digital modes 

of communication will become a great 
deal easier for the 3 million strong Indian 

community living in the Emirates. ”



THE SHILLONG TIM ES. SHILLONG. FRIDAY, JULY 21. 2023 (SIX)

“Conscience is the window o f  our spirit, 
evil is the curtain.”

—  D ouglas Horton
The S h illon g  T im es
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Rules for bureaucracy
THE Indian bureaucracy, fashioned on the lines o f 
the well-oiled British governance systems, has ils 
inherent streng.hs. The ’best brains* are believed 
to be recruited and inducted into the apex of the 
administrative system. First home minister Vallabh- 
bhai Patel rightly called IAS the ‘steel frame’o f  the 
government * which, of course, is bossed over by 
the political class. Though these officers owe their 
allegiance to the central government, they arc split 
into various state cadres. Periodic changes have been 
introduced in their service rules and the latest such 
is bound to raise a row. It would, from now on, be 
solely for the ccntral government to decide on puni­
tive steps - like withholding or withdrawal of the 
retirement benefits vis-a-vis IAS, IPS and Indian 
Forest Service officials, though they all serve for and 
report to state governments. The previous practice 
of taking such decisions on the basis o f confidential 
reports (CR) gwen by the respective state govern­
ment has been done away with. This would mean 
that the central government would exercise more 
control over these officers while the states* powers 
arc'reduced'. This cannot be music to the leaders who 
run states. Their frequent complaints have been that 
the Centre usurped the rights granted to them by the 
Constitution under the federal system.

When the Constitution was framed and India 
turned itself into a republic in 1950, this nation was 
still in its formative years. It won Independence in 
1947, when several princely states wielded pow­
ers over the people. While the princely states were 
merged and states formed on linguistic lines, the 
framers o f the Constitution laid stress on the federal 
structure o f the nation. The powers o f the ccntral 
government have been limited in several respects. 
Other than for defence, national finances, aviation, 
railways ctc, slates have the freedom to govern 
their respective territories. The basic concept was 
that ‘without states, there is no Centre*. However, 
some 60 years later, it is time to have a re-look at 
the power-sharing arrangement between the stales 
and Centre. Some regional satraps in Tamil Nadu 
have barred central investigation agencies like CBI 
and ED from operations in their states without statc- 
permission. This could derail investigations by these 
agencies, be it in respcct o f  economic offences or 
even in matters o f terror-linked anti-national activi­
ties. Also, as in West Bengal, officers of the IAS-IPS 
cadre were browbeaten by state governments vis-a- 
vis their day-to-day functioning. These officers are 
predictably caught between the devil and the deep 
sea. It is time ti e Centre keeps national interests in 
mind and suitably modify their service rules. The 
scenario as it existed in 1950 and today are vastly 
different.

Manipur plumbs the depths of depravity
Today it is imperative that 

wc turn our eyes to a neigh­
bouring state where a section 
o f  the population is lacing an 
unstated cthnic clcansing. It 
took a video that recorded the 
depravity and misogyny o f 
groups in Manipur for Prime 
Minister Modi to break his 
silencc. Meanwhile the Su­
preme Court has also taken 
cognizancc o f  the despicable 
video and sought answers 
from the state government 
o f  Manipur. But was this too 
little too late. When Colin 
G onsalves w as p leading 
on behalf o f  the Kuki-Zo 
people before the apex court 
and sought direction from 
the court for providing more 
security for the hill tribes, 
the reply he got was that the 
court could not step into the 
realm o f  the executive and 
that it was the brief o f  the 
Mule government to provide 
security to its citizens. Colin 
Gonzalvcs, a human rights 
lawyer was well briefed o f  
the situation in Manipur.

Again it took a video o f 
the two Kuki-Zo women 
being paraded naked and 
their private parts touched 
by humans turned monsters 
for the supreme court to get 
tough on the state o f  Ma­
nipur. is a chilling account 
o f  what has been allowed to 
happen in Manipur under the 
watch o f  governments both 
at the Centre and State that 
arc seemingly unmoved by 
this saga o f  brutality against 
hapless women. A statement 
by the Manipur Police says 
FIRs have been filed against 
unknown armed miscreants 
who committed the heinous 
crime. Arc the armed mis­
creants unknown when their 
faces and their ignominious 
deeds were clearly visible? 
Is this what policing has 
come to? It’s almost as if  
the perpetrators o f  the crime 
want to deliver a death blow 
to the hopes of the Kuki-Zo community o f  ever returning 
to their indigenous habitat.

Finally one o f  the perpe­
trators was arrested but could 
he have orchestrated such 
a heinous act alone? What 
about the entire cohort o f  
debauched minds that were 
part o f  this atrocity? They too 
need to be rounded up and it 
must be the responsibility o f

By Patricia Mukhitn
all right thinking citi/cns o f  
this country :o follow this 
case lo its logical end and to 
ensure that the perpetrators 
don’t get out of jail once the 
situation calms down.

It is unprecedented that 
the European parliam ent 
should  p ass a resolution  
against the atrocities inflicted 
on the Kuki-Zo com m u­
nity since May 3 last when 
violence first erupted at Chu­
rachandpur. And what did 
our foreign o ficc mandarins 
do? They told the European 
parliament lo mind its own 
business. A violence that 
can last this long with gun 
battles happening on a daily 
basis can only mean one o f  
two things either the law 
has failed miserably or the 
v io l e n c e  has b e e n  a l lo w e d
to happen with the inicnt 
o f  driving out the last o f  
the tribals frcm the hills o f  
Manipur. And what better 
justification than to label 
all the Kuki-Zo people with 
one broad sw;ep o f  ‘illegal 
migrants." How convenient 
for the Government o f  Ma­
nipur which i» now seen as 
ihe eternally vigilant levia­
than guarding the frontiers 
o f  Bharat on behalf o f  the
1.4 billion population a 
majority o f  which does not 
even know what Manipur 
is and where it is located on 
the map.

In th is sordid saga o f  
revenge and ictaliation that 
has reached a despicable 
low. there is only so much 
that pen-pushers like this 
one can do to shake the souls 
o f  fellow Indians out o f  the 
complacency that distance 
lends and to ask them if  they 
loo can feel the scaring pain 
o f  this scourge that's visit­
ing their sisters in a part o f 
their own country. What is 
happening in M anipur is 
so wrong substantively and 
morally but what's chilling 
is the cynicism o f  the top 
man running the country 
Prime Minister Modi. Why 
is he unmoved by all these 
brutally inhuman acts per­
petrated by mindless bigots 
in a state presided over by a 
venomously partisan Chicf 
M inister? Manipur is in a

state o f  precipitous decline 
yet the Centre continues lo 
look the other way. It has 
now made even the neigh­
bouring states wonder if this 
model o f  vote bank politics 
where the polity is viciously 
polarized will be allowed to 
play out in the neighbouring 
states as well.

The security forccs in 
Manipur arc virtually fight­
ing a losing battle because 
they cannot break through 
the human shields that pre­
vent them from enforcing 
the law and arresting law 
breakers. The situation is 
such that the law-breaking 
brigade in the Imphal valley 
have attained ihe status o f 
defenders o f  their commu­
nity pride against the much 
m a l ig n e d  ‘ i l le g a l  m i g r a n t s '
from Myanmar: the poppy 
growers: the drug lords who 
d o n 't belong to Manipur. 
What a convenient narrative 
to camouflage the greed for 
land in the hills which they 
have been eyeing fordccades 
but which their non-tribal 
status has becom e a hin­
drance sincc under Article 
371 *C non-tribals cannot buy 
land in the designated tribal 
habitat.

In an evolving eco-system 
land reforms arc a vital part 
o f  the process o f  governance 
and the key element o f  gov­
ernance is to establish a rule 
o f  law where justice prevails.
I f  land is a hugely contested 
issue in Manipur and land is 
also linked to the survival of 
the group then settling that 
matter should have been the 
brie f  of governments past and 
present. Was it necessary to 
allow the unleashing o f  such 
hatred and outrage on the 
streets for 77 days? In fact, 
ever)' single day the people 
o f  Manipur (and this needs 
emphasis it's the Kuki-Zo 
people) have been waking up 
to a new outrage. They now 
exist in a relentless and roll­
ing trauma wondering what's 
the new level o f  debauchery 
they must witness. Just think 
how it feels to live in such a 
traumatic situation.

Watching the sccnc play­
ing out in Manipur every 
single day informs us that

Chief Minister Bircn Singh 
is directed  by a blinding 
egotism o f  pitting his own 
people - the Meiteis who he 
feels have right to the entire 
physical landscape called 
Manipur against those he 
has repeatedly termed as mis­
creants and interlopers from 
Myanmar. Today what is in 
full display in Manipur is the 
lynch mob mentality where 
the extraordinary cruelties of 
ordinary people have become 
a common sight.

Manipur has been blacked 
out by the internet shutdown 
which again is partial in that 
the powerful ruling elite have 
had acccss to it all the while. 
It's the hoi-polloi that had to 
suffer the ignominy o f  not 
even being able to tell the 
stories o f  the unspeakable 
atrocities that have visited 
them over these 77 days in 
what can best be described as 
a civil war. The barbaric acts 
o f  parading women naked 
and then raping them and of 
killing the young village vol­
unteer and hanging his head 
on a pole arc talcs o f  cruel­
ties that one had heard o f  in 
a best forgotten past. But to 
witness such cnicltics and 
perhaps many more that yet 
to unfold on account o f  the 
internet embargo in the 2 1 st 
century tells us that humans 
can regress into the depths of 
barbarism even today. It only 
takes a provocative narrative 
to be created around an issue 
for the worst human emo­
tions to come spilling out. 
Indeed, what we have seen 
in Manipur is the weaponiza- 
tion o f  words which feed 
into the cycle o f  unending 
violence.

The fact that the violcncc 
has sustained for over two 
months and is soon reaching 
the third month in another 13 
days means that the aggres­
sors have been well prepared. 
It takes preparation and train­
ing to keep the lites alive ibr 
so long. Extremist outfits in 
the valley were seen to have 
been in a state o f  prepared­
ness. Hence the violence 
in Manipur is neither sud­
den nor ill-conccivcd. It's a 
well-laid plan that's executed 
with precision. No wonder 
the Modi government is an 
apathetic onlooker.

Let truth 
prevail

Editor.
I wish to provide some 

perspectives from the Kuki 
community apropos o f  the 
letter to the editor "Peace 
in Manipur" by Chongtham 
Thangamba Meitci (ST July 
19. 2023). The writer began 
by pointing out that Kukis 
attacked Meitci vilagcsand 
in retaliation the Mcitei at­
tacked Kuki villages, which 
is a totally false narrative 
spread across the Meitci 
community. On May 3.2023. 
Tribal Solidarity .March was 
conducted  under the ae ­
gis o f  All Tribal Students 
U nion Manipur iATSUM) 
in all areas o f  hill districts in 
Manipur. The Aiglo-Kuki 
War C entenary Gate was 
burnt down by some Mcitei 
miscreants on thissamcday, 
w hich generated friction 
between the two groups. The 
incident happcncc while the 
Kuki people were travel­
ling home from the rally. 
Video proof o f  th: incident 
was widely shared on social 
media. This is exactly how 
the violence in Manipur in­
creased. Manipur has expe­
rienced unprecedeitcd levels 
o f  violence, and propagating 
false narratives is not en­
couraged.

Furthermore. Mr Mcitei 
also stated that, 'thisconflict 
is not between the Hindu- 
Meitci and Kuki-Christian 
nor it is between tribals and 
non-tribals but between those 
who arc in support o f  and 
against illegal immigrants, 
poppy cultivators and arc 
therefore asking for sqiarate 
administration'. It should be 
noted that the Mciici radicals 
targeted the Ku<i people 
specifically, despite the fact

that all tribal groups, includ­
ing the Nagas, participated in 
the Tribal Solidarity March 
on May 3. Kuki localities 
and Kuki churches in Imphal 
w ere especially  targeted 
and vandalised, while Kuki 
villages in the su rround­
ing areas were burnt to the 
ground, resulting  in 114 
Kuki fatalities. 197 Kuki 
villages uprooted, and 159 
Kuki churches burnt (Data 
available in https: //www. 
itlfm cdiaccll.com /). This 
strongly suggests- and it is 
undeniable that the domi­
nant Mcitei community and 
the indigenous Kuki com ­
munity are at odds. Radical 
Mcitei organisations led by 
Manipur's Chicf Minister N. 
Bircn Singh have allegedly 
referred to the Kuki com­
munity as refugees, illegal 
immigrants, drug dealers/ 
peddlers, and narco-tcrror- 
ists without any evidences. 
This hits provoked the entire 
Meitci population to use this 
term specifically to target the 
Kuki community.

Without the Kuki demand 
for Separate A dm inistra­
tion being met. Manipur’s 
prospects for pcacc are dim. 
The fact that state machin­
ery and government troops 
were employed to slaugh­
ter and repress the Kuki 
people, driving them out of 
M ei tei-dom inatcd territories 
is enough evidence o f  the tar­
geted attack. Killing, burn­
ing. torture, and beheading 
were all ongoing for more 
than two months. Addition­
ally. Kuki women were pa­
raded in public while naked 
and raped in broad daylight. 
All Meitci-dominated territo­
ries had been abandoned by 
Kukis. and there had been a demographic and geographic 
split. What other option do 
we have, given that the State 
administration is against us?

we arc compelled to demand 
for separate administration 
and we will fight till the end 
for this just demand.

Yours etc.. 
Dr. Jangkhohao I langshing 

President. Kuki Students' 
Organisation. Shillong

Unfair 
recruitm ent 

process
Editor,
As we know, unemploy­

ment has bccom c a very 
disheartening cause for the 
youths o f  Meghalaya. With 
the growing population there 
is a huge demand for job 
creation. Failure on this front 
has led to society going hay­
wire (increase in crime rate, 
poverty etc.) as can be seen 
in everyday reports covered 
by your esteemed daily. The 
government cannot neglect
this issue but look into it with 
urgency and take necessary 
steps to ensure that posts 
are being creatcd/fillcd and 
recruitm ent is done on a 
timely manner.

As we have seen repeated­
ly the recruitment o f  various 
post in government sectors 
is delayed for 2 to 3 years 
which results in a negative 
impact on the department, 
the existing employees and 
on the candidates who have 
eagerly applied and patiently 
waiting. This is enough to 
make them lose interest on 
whatever they have prepared 
and forge ahead with their 
career plans. But let's not 
only talk about these delay 
but let's look at an Institute 
o f  Excellence that was set up 
as a super specialty hospital 
but when it comes to recruit­
ment it seems to be lacking. 

Yes. NEIGRIHMS. a l­

though recommended as one 
o f  the best hospital in our 
state but the grow ing number 
o f  patients is directly propor­
tional to work load that falls 
on existing dx to rs . nurses, 
allied healthcare stafl' and 
employees engaged w ith the 
Institute. The recent appoint­
ment o f  Nursing Officer is a 
positive step by the Institute 
but recently we have seen a 
number o f  posts advertised, 
eligible list notified, exams 
date scheduled only to be 
renotifted tha: the examina­
tion hits been cancelled due 
to adm inistrative reasons. 
Is cancelling exams due to 
adm inistrative constraints 
a valid reason? Don't they 
think that this affects the 
eligible candidates? Is there 
som eth ing  behind those 
walls o f  the administration? 
This is in faci the failure of 
the Administration.

Sonic o f  tie  notified or­
der/cancellation which came 
in the Institute website:

N o .  N E I G R - E .  
111/12/2015 Pt. dated  17 
March 2023: stated that the 
post ofStore Keeper v ide Adv. 
No. NEIGR-H.III/I5/20I4 
Pt.IV dt. 15.11.2021 stands 
cancelled.

N o .  N E I G  R • 
G AIX RC )0X\2022/Pt dated
31 st March. 2023; stated that 
the post o f  Hojsc Keeper and 
MTS (PW D)vide Adv No. 
NEIGR-E.II10S 2015 Pt. Ill 
dated 29th March. 2022 and 
Driver Gr. Ill vide Adv No. 
NEIGR-E.Ill 15/2014/Pt-V 
dated 28th Scit, 2022 stands 
cancelled.

N o . N E IG R /E x a m . 
RE/2023/1 Odited 17th June, 
2023: stated that the post 
o f  Technical Assistant Adv 
No. NEIGR-E.III 10/2016/ Pt dated 26th Feb. 2019. SI. 
No. 7 and Adv No. NEIR-E. 
111 15/2014/P.- IV dated 15 th 
November. 2021, SI. No. 9

stands cancel led.
Not only arc they can­

celled but the delay and the 
timeframe to even notify the 
post has been more than a 
year from the date o f  adver­
tisement which violates the 
Dopt order O.M. No. Misc- 
14017/15/2015-Estt. (RR)
dated 11.01.2016.

A rc th e se  th e  s ig n s  
o f  what is to com e with 
NEIGRIHMS recruitment? 
Are they going to adver­
tise these vacant posts and 
candidates eagerly apply­
ing only to be notified after 
several years or months that 
the recruitment has been can­celled? Will such instances 
be repeated with other re­
cruitments like the post o f 
Assistant Accounts Officer. 
H ealth  E ducator, M edi­
cal Social Worker. Health 
Inspector, Radiographer. 
Reprographic Technician. 
Library Assistant and Driv­
er Gr. Ill that was already 
advertised  vide Adv No. 
NElGR-E.III/15/2014/Pt. V 
on September 28. 2022. but 
no new- notification released 
till date. Will the applicants 
suffer the same fate as others 
who have applied for previ­
ous vacancics but now stands 
cancelled.

These delays maybe due 
to inadequate or outdated 
procedures, technology used 
for recruitm ent w hich is 
supposed to be designed 
to handle large volumes 
o f  applicants or a cause o f 
bureaucratic red tape and 
adm inis tra tive  delays or 
funds constraints. Such prob­
lems shouldn't be associated 
with reputed Institutes like 
NEIGRIHMS. But no matter 
what the reason is. it cannot 
justify cancelling the recruit­ment unless there is interfer­
ence for self-gain that could 
be involved in the delays and 
cancellations.

These delays in recruit­
ment delay an cancellation 
may also be repeated in the 
future and can negatively 
impact the candidates nuk­
ing them uncertain sincc 
there is no clear timeline on 
the status o f  the recruitment 
process. This results in loss 
o f  opportunity, diminished 
morale especially for can­
didates who have invested 
their efforts, time and re­
sources for preparation o f  
exams only to be notified 
that the recruitment has been 
cancelled w hich leads to 
frustration, disillusionment 
and skill obsolescence as it does not provide an oppor­
tunity to apply their skills 
effectively. And if a post is 
advertised to fill a vacancy, 
wont it hamper thecfficicncy 
or add to the pressure o f  the 
existing em ployees if  its 
dclaycdcanecllcd.

Hence these delays and 
cancellations are unfair and 
u n ju stified , particu la rly  
given the time and effort 
some o f  the youths have 
invested in preparation o f  
ihe applications right to the 
preparation for exams. This 
hits deprived many o f  their 
rights and opportunities and 
also undermined the confi­
dence that people have on 
the Institute to provide a fair 
and transparent recruitment 
process. This has left some 
to question  the integrity  
and professionalism o f  the 
NEIGRIHMS Administra­
tion to handle the recruit­
ment proccss.

Yours ctc..
Dei-Hanie Balajicd.

Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers' 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times
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Consensus eludes
By Dr D.K. Giri

Not unexpectedly, con­
sensus eluded the meeting 
o f  Finance M inisters and 
C entral Sank G overnors 
(FMCBG)of the G-20 coun­
tries in Gandhinagar on 18 
and 19 July. The divergence 
between Russia-China bloc 
and the US-led alliance on 
Russia-Ukrainc war persists. 
Hie meeting ended without 
issuing a joint statement. 
Many observers would have 
perhaps uiticipatcd a con­
sensus statement under the 
cu rrent chairm anship  o f  
India kno.vn for her inherent 
strength of accommodation 
and balance. However, that 
was not to be. New Delhi’s 
posture of'neutrality’on the 
Ukraine war should have 
helped develop a consen­
sus. On the contrary, no 
G-20 meeting in India has so 
far ended with a consensus 
document.

Instead. India released a 
document which is called 
the Chair Summ ary that 
records the discussions and 
disagreements taking place 
in the meeting. According 
to the Chair Summary, China 
and Russia objcctcd to the 
mention of Ukraine war. in 
particular the phrases like 
“ immense human suffering" 
and “cx jccrba ting  exist-

Global South. New Delhi is 
certainly utilising the oppor­
tunity as the Chair o f  G-20 to 
move towards accomplish­
ing such aspiration. During 
the G-20 proccss. India has 
been trying to mobilise sup­
port for reforms o f  multilat­
eral banks, other financial 
institutions to facilitate the 
development in low-incomc 
and vulnerable countries.

After the third meeting 
o f  G-20 meeting in Hanipi 
in Karnataka. India's G-20 
Sherpa. Amitabh Kant, said 
that India's focus was on 
developm ent issues. He 
underlined, "there will be 
a contentious issue (read 
Ukraine war) and that will 
be the issue o f  geo-politics 
which we are not discussing 
at this stage at all. Our prior­
ity is developmental issues, 
inclusive and sustainable 
growth and progress, more 
tlnancc from multilateral 
institutions, sustainable de­
velopment goals (SDGs), 
technological transformation 
and gender equality." He was 
emphatically evasive on the 
Ukraine war. He said. "It is 
not a creation o f  developing 
and emerging countries, it is 
not a priority for us.... Our 
priority is not war. That is not 
our priority at all. That may

"The meeting ended without issuing 
a joint statement. Many observers would have 

perhaps anticipated a consensus statement 
under the current chairmanship o f  India 

known fo r  her inherent strength o f  
accommodation and balance. ”

ing fragilities in the global 
economy ’. Several mem­
bers condemned the war 
and the tragic conscqucnccs 
it has been causing in terms 
o f  shortages o f  supplying 
o f  food, fuel and fertilizers 
which ccmc largely from 
Ukraine and Russia. They 
spccifical y referred to Rus­
sia refusing to extend a deal 
to allow  Ukrainian grain 
export tl'rough the Black 
Sea. Indian Financc Minister 
Ninnala Sitharaman briefing 
ihe press after the meeting 
said o f  the majority view 
that, "food passing through 
the Black Sea should not 
have bcci stopped or sus­
pended."

Althongh India has so 
far remained neutral on the 
Ukraine war. it has expressed 
deep concerns about the 
gravity of the conflict in 
terms o f  iis impact on devel­
oping cotntrics. New Delhi 
had set its focus as the cur­
rent chair .if the Group on the 
need to help countries grap­
pling with food shortages 
and debt crisis following the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the 
Ukrainian war.

Majority o f  the low-in­
comc conntrics is in debt 
distress. Before the meeting, 
on 16 July, the US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Ycllcn. had 
said, "A key priority this 
week is to redouble our 
support to U kraine as ii 
continues to defend itself 
against Russia's illegal and 
unprovoked attack .... end­
ing (his war is first and fore­
most niotal imperative and 
the single best thing we can 
do for the global cconomy". 
The IMF Chief. Kristalina 
Georgievj, almost endorsed 
the perspective o f  the Trea­
sury Secretary when she 
said. “The world today is 
more shock-prone and frag­
ile. with clim ate changc. 
pandemic-, and Russian inva­
sion o f  Ukraine all causing 
widespread turmoil."

The Oitcomc Document 
comprising 26 paragraphs 
and two anncxures. released 
by the C iair indicated the 
m ajority opinion on the 
war. It stated that the war 
was cons.raining economic 
growth, increasing inflation, 
disrupting supply chains, 
heightening energy and food 
insccurit) and elevating fi­
nancial stability risks. There 
were alsodiffcrent views on 
war situation and sanctions. 
While reeognising that the 
G-20 is lot the forum to 
resolve security issues, it 
acknowledged that security 
issues can have significant 
consequences for the world 
cconomy.

Let us note that India is 
aspiring lo be the voice o f  the

be a priority for somebody 
else."

To be sure, avoiding a 
reference to the war while 
discussing its conscqucnccs 
is not a prudent methodology 
for an authentic discussion. 
The critical link o f  the war 
with cconomy cannot be lost 
on the managers o f  G-20 in 
Delhi. It is true that lack of 
consensus on the Russia's 
invasion o f  U kraine has 
blockcd any joint statement 
after the G-20 meetings so 
far. In the G-20 Declara­
tion in Bali last year, simi­
lar divergences among the 
members were evident but 
they agreed on the use o f  or 
threat o f  nuclear weapons 
and sought "peaceful resolu­
tion o f  conflicts".

The Sum m it in India 
should do better in closing 
the gap on the w ar. The best 
would be to nudge Ukraine 
and Russia and their respec­
tive a llies — form al and 
informal -- to end the war. 
India should diplomatically 
pull all stops in accomplish­
ing ihis objective.

To be fair and objective 
in our assessment o f  India’s 
efforts on building a consen­
sus, Prime Minister Modi is 
trying his best. While video- 
addressing the Foreign Min­
isters' confercncc. he said. 
"Wc all have our positions 
and our perspectives on how 
the current geo-political ten­
sions be resolved. We should 
not allow- issues that wc can­
not resolve together to come 
in the way o f  those we can”. 
He lamented that the two 
principal goals o f  the post- 
World War-11 international 
political order, preventing 
conflict and fostering coop­
eration were elusive.

All in all. it would have 
been a great diplomatic heft 
for India to have been able 
to build consensus on the 
causes and consequences 
of the Ukraine war. Indian 
o fficials m aintained that 
Russia-Ukrainc war is be­
yond the remit o f the G-20.
Il may be technically correct, 
but not in the real world of 
distress and disruption o f  the 
world economy due to the 
w ar in Ukraine, let alone the 
pathetic loss o f  men and ma­
terial in the war. Like Modi 
said to Putin that, "it is no 
time for war”. In the run-up 
to ihe summit in September. 
India slxnild continue to harp 
on ending the war and Russia 
and Ukraine coming on lo 
the negotiating tabic while 
reiterating a no-war strat­
egy in dealing with bilateral 
problems. — INFA

(The writer is Secretary 
General. Assn fo r  Demo­
cratic Socialism)



THE SHILLONG TIMES. SHILLONG, SATURDAY, JULY 22. 2023 (SIX)

“  The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression 
and cruelty by the bad people but the silence 

over that by the good people. ”
—  M artin Luther King, Jr.

The Shillong T im es
Vd NeclAV NoJ4t i.SAH KD.W.Jl I.V 22.20X

N CW  fails M anipur W omen
MORB and more skeletons are tum bling out 
o f  the Manipur cupboards and they are all very 
troubling. It is now learnt that the National 
C om m ission for Women (N C W ). C h ief Re- 
kha Shanna received a  complaint letter from 
the women who were paraded naked, groped 
and later rap^d and that she had written to the 
G overnm ent o f  M anipur as far back as May 
23, 29 and June 19 but received no responses 
from them. So she left the matter at that. How 
convenient! Rekha Sham ia in her own defence 
says her role is advisory in nature. The lady ap­
parently has not read the fine print o f  the powers 
and functions o f  the NCW. Under her leadership 
the State Commissions for Women cannot be 
expected to function any better. But what better 
can be expected from political appointees? If 
Rekha S hanra  had understood the grave respon­
sibility placed on her as an advocate o f  w om en’s 
rights and if  she wras  a  gender sensitive person, 
her soul would have been stirred to take a flight 
to M anipur and sec for herself if there was any 
basis to the complaints. In fact she should have 
met the complainants in person because Manipur 
is in a  state c f  wrar and not just any other state. 
But Sharm a failed to do any o f  that. However, 
she is very quick at reacting to cases o f  abuse 
o f women in Rajasthan and West Bengal obvi­
ously because these are non-BJP ruled states. 
Isn 't this the teigh t o f  political partisanship? Or 
was Rekha Shanna told before she took charge 
o f  the Commission that she would have to toe 
the BJP line?

Interestingly the M em ber in Charge o f  the 
North East Cell in the NCW is from Meghalaya. 
From her social media accounts it appears that 
she has used her time in the NCW very well by 
visiting several states across the country such 
as Himachal Pradesh, M adhya Pradesh, Gujarat 
etc. She recently visited Nagaland but M anipur 
did not beckon her. Anyone in her place who 
understands ihc b rief o f  her appointment would 
have insisted to tin; NCW  that an official visit 
be m ade to M anipur m ore so when letters o f  
com plaints had arrived at the desk o f  the Chair­
person. But that was o f  no concern because the 
Chairperson had probably m ade the b rief o f  the 
Commission clear to other members which is to 
keep their hands o ft 'th e  BJP-ruled states.

In this gross abdication o f  duty the entire 
Com m ission stands indicted and wom en ac­
tivists ought to make an issue o f this injustice 
where the NCW C hief has made light o f  the 
quasi-judicial powers and the right to investigate 
and summon witnesses that the Commission has 
vested on her. Clearly the highest body created 
to protect women’s rights lias failed them.

Let the Manipur Violence be 
the last one: We love Manipur
Sounds o f  gunshots arc 

not a rhythm o f  the flute 
but a signal o f  gloomy days 
ahead....

One step back by Meiteis and another step back by 
Kukis may changc the entire 
uncertainty in the conflict- 
ridden state of Manipur and 
people can live without fear 
and return to their normal life 
and once again move ahead with the development agenda 
in the state. Peace in Manipur 
is entirely dependent on the Meiteis and kukis. If  they 
move their towards cach 
other in a spirit o f  brother­
hood and move their hands away from the trigger o f  the 
guns, pcacc will bccomc an 
inevitable reality. And the 
State and Union leaders can 
get rid of sleepless nights just to listen about a day when 
there would not be a single 
gunshot fired and not a single death in Manipur.

This one step back will 
save the innocent lives and 
property o f  the state and individuals and help focus 
m o re  o n  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d
the resolution o f  important 
regional issues. Students can 
go back to schools, farm* 
crs can plough their fields, 
and daily wagers and small 
vendors can start their daily 
earnings.

Killings and counter-kill’ 
ings. burning, determining 
who is in the right and wlio is in the wrong, land rights, 
political rights, and cultural 
rights dominate public dis-

By Pramod Boro
others heals it at a particular 
time. As constituent e le ­
ments of humanity, w e must 
adhere to the natural order and not the vested interests 
o f  individuals or groups at 
this time.

Currently, life is d iffi­
cult not only in Manipur 
or among sonc communi­ties but also in the region 
and nation, as this conflict 
poses a threat to peaceful 
co-existence and national 
sovereignty. If we examine 
the entirety o f human his­
tory. wc have failed to avoid 
violcncc and strife. In every 
century, there lave been wars 
or conflicts in some part o f 
the globe. People endure a 
great deal in the hope o f  the 
return o f  peace and normalcy 
and successive generations 
read about it in the history books. It is for the first time 
in history, tha a Union Min­
ister has spcnl three days in 
Manipur reccrtly to find a so­lution to the ongoing conflict 
and clashes.

It is not ii  government 
policy to ensure tliat the next 
generation is never again 
victimised by ihese senseless 
conflicts in which we lose our loved ones. As soon as nor­
malcy is restored, social or­
ganisations ard many stake­
holders forget, and so do the 
people who read about these 
incidents. In the political and policy-makirg ecosystem, 

course in the aftermath o f  there arc conpetcnt leaders 
any conflict. However, be- and civil servants who arcfore a conflict or in normal 
times, no one examines all 
these factors, cxccpt for a 
small number o f  conflict 
resolution scholars. When a 
situation arises, politicians 
seek political advantage, 
social organisations experi­ment. and businesspeople 
take advantage o f  abrupt

Ericc increases, economic lockades. ctc. After a cer­
tain point, everyone must 
abandon the plans they had at 

the time o f the conflict, alter 
their mindset, and resolve to 
live together oncc more. In times o f  conflict, if  groups 
pledge that they will never 
live togctl>er again, we later 
realize that the world is our home, which is referred to as 
Vasudcva Kutumbakam. and 
that wc must reconcile as hu­man beings with the highest 
value o f  humanity which is 
the immunity against inhu­man acts.

There are instances where 
nature itscl f repairs human 
society and fosters an envi­
ronment conducive to recon­
ciliation. India fought against 
British imperialism, but w ith­in the second generation of 
the freedom movement, an 
individual o f Indian descent 
became Prime Minister o f  the 
United Kingdom. Racism ex­
isted in the world, but Martin Luther King Jr/s hopes and 
desires were realized in the 
United States. Many coun­
tries that fought in the previ­
ous century have become 
allies in this ccntury building strong economic and cultural 
tics with cach other. Humans 
are social organisms and can­
not survive without society. 
Hence anger, antagonism, 
violence, killing, and haired 
are short-term companions in human instinct: arising 
in a particular situation and 
persists fora brief period, like a flood, and then it recedes. It 
never pe rsists  fo r an  ex tended 
period, and the basic instinct o f  mankind to love and un­

well versed in history and 
deliver engaging lectures 
and pass the most difficult civil scrvicc examinations. 
But they do not feel the ncod 
to focus on such issues oncc 
they are on the job. Political 
leaders and bureaucrats who 
are content with their rou­
tine duties do not entertain any long-term discussion on 
conflict resolution even altar 
insistence fron some o f  their peers. If the Constitution 
contained a clause on conflict 
resolution, oficcrs and lead­ers may have tccn required to 
take these incidents seriously 
as part o f  their duties.

During many periods o f 
conflict, the discussions in the Indian Parliament on such conflicts have been 
overshadowed by the tug-of- war between the ruling and 
opposition parties and other 
partisan considerations. In 
normal circumstances, how­
ever. it may ?c an item on the Parliamentary Business 
agenda to develop a policy 
to address the recurrencc o f these types cf incidents in 
various parts of the country 
at different times.

Wc have learned from reccnt events in Manipur 
that there can be conflict be­
tween communities that have 
lived together for centuries. 
Therefore, w ecannot foresee 
where and when conflict and 
violcncc will occur between 
communities. Similarly, the Flood Control Department 
officials believe there will 
be no floods in the coming 
year, so they -Jo not manage the embankments and river 
dykes in a timely manner. 
However, when the floods 
come and destroy houses 
and thousands of acres o f  
farming lane, turning the rich into poor overnight, wc 
realise that the floods would 
not have caused any dam­age if  the embankment had 
been timely and properly 
constructed. This is precisely dcrstand the sufferings o f  what occurs during times

o f  community violcncc and 
conflict. It is bccausc we lack 
both long-term flood mitiga­
tion and conflict resolution policies.

Our great Guru of non­
violence MK Ciandhi said the 
immediate result o f violence 
is destruction. But still, we 
do that. Why? if it is for our survival why do wc kill oth­
ers. i f  wc fight for our rights 
why should it be at the cost 
o f  another’s rights? If it is for 
our security why do w e make 
others insecure by killing and burning them?

In any conflict situation, 
one side engages in violcncc 
while the other side discusses 
security measures; one side 
murders innocents while the 
other discusses peace. But everyone knows that when 
there is violcncc and murder, 
neither security nor tranquilly cart exist. The same individu­
als who provoke violence also 
complain about insecurity. If
those w h o  p ro vok e v io lcncc 
w ere to  s tr ive  fo r  peace, lives 
w ould  not b e  lost.

In my opinion, the pres­
ent situation can be resolved 
if the Meiteis take one sicp 
back and the Kukis take 
another stride back. This is 
feasible sincc Meiteis love 
Meiteis and Kukis love Ku­
kis. And both communities 
cherish humankind. If both 
communities declare the ces­sation of violcncc and control 
their own people to save cach 
other, which wc cannot do 
during violence using sophis­
ticated weapons, wc do not 
require paramilitary, army, or to spend crores o f  rupees 
on security arrangements 
that could be used for other 
development and welfare 
programmes.

The enemy of human so­
ciety is violence, which is 
not only the failure o f  the 
government but also o f  all 
institutions, organisations, 
and intellec tuals. People 
who belong to a community 
physically, mentally. psycl»o- logically, philosophically, 
and emotionally constitute a 
government. During conflict 
and war. no one can be ncu-
thc fact that The Constitution mandates neutrality in the 
performance ofgov cmmcntal 
duties, which must be mani­
fested in practise.

Attributing blame on one 
another will not resolve the 
issue o f  conflict and violence.To permanently overcome 
the problems, wc require pro­
found comprehension, action, and will. There are numerous 
colleges and universities, re­
ligious and social institutions 
that teach the importance o f  integrity and social well­
being. There arc numerous 
government departments that 
address these issues. Numer­
ous people hav e conducted research on conflict resolu­tion. and there are Civil So­
ciety Organisations (CSOs) 
working around the clock on 
these issues. However, con­
flicts happen and when they 
do. everyone selects a safe place and argues on behalf person who receives spiritual

in the state, they have fought 
numerous cases at various 
national and international 
levels. Despite this, the status 
o f  human rights in their own 
state is gravely threatened, 
and the state’s hard-won 
calm has been suffocated by 
its own citizens during the 
ongoing conflict.

Among the north-east- 
cm states. Manipur holds a 
unique position in sports, art and culture, craftsmanship, 
and entrepreneurship. Posi­
tive news emanating from 
Manipur has inspired and 
made us feci proud as citizens o f diverse states. Wc heaved 
a sigh of relief when all types 
o f conflicts between state and 
non-state forces ceased for 
several years. However, re­
cent acts o f  violcncc stunned us all and oncc again dis­
rupted the normalcy, peace, 
and happiness o f  a state that 
has been lauded in recent 
years for its many positive 
developments.

Suddenly, a large number o f  precious lives, including 
o n e 's  b e lo v e d  s ib l in g s ,  s o n s ,  
and parents, were lost before 
their eyes. Our hearts arc 
shattered by the uprooting 
o f the beautiful families in which our mothers and sisters 
raised us. 'Flic home, which is the safest place on earth for 
humans, providing us with af­
fection. courage, morals, and 
motivation to live, has been reduced lo ashes. Nobody has 
time to consider the mother, 
sibling, and children because 
wc have not learned a lesson that compels us to consider 
such circumstances. We are 
accustomed to considering 
only the offensive and defen­
sive. If  one group considers 
safety, the other considers 
conflict. This raises the ques­
tion o f  where this violence 
will end. Do we truly cherish our children? If wc truly care 
for our oft springs, arc hatred, 
violcncc. and conflict gifts for their future?

Considering all these in­
cidents that have persisted for centuries. I believe there 
should be a long-term strat­
egy to transform our genera­
tion from being threatened by 
violence and insecurity to 
growing up in an environ­
ment o f  safety, tranquility and hope. Only if our next 
generation pledges not to 
engage in any form of vio­
lence. conflict, or hostility 
and pledge for a peaceful 
coexistence can we hope for a better future and appropri­
ate development. This will 
not occur naturally. It takes 
a lot o f  ground work, mutual 
respect and cooperation.

I feel that we should have 
a curriculum that teaches 
children about peace and co- 
cxistcncc from an early age. 
so that they can experience 
the fruits ot peace throughout 
their lives. Simple logic is 
comparable to w hen a doc­tor completes his training 
and begins treating patients; 
when an engineer completes 
his training' and begins de­
signing infrastructure, and 
when a lad completes his military training and is pre­
pared for battle. Similarly, a

o f  the society they belong 
to. Even religious leaders 
who advocate for peace and 
humanity allegedly takcsides 
in most cases. In Manipur, wc have observed a robust civil society and very active 
human rights activists who have worked tirelessly for 
justice and to ensure that their 
laws safeguard their people. To safeguard human rights

training becomes a spiritual 
leader during his lifetime. If 
our children are taught the 
meaning of peace and hap­piness. they will think twice 
before engaging in any form 
of violcncc or negative be­
haviour towards others.(Tin- writer ix Chief. Bin/- 
oland Territorial Council anti former President, Alt Bodo 
Students Union)

Need for a unified 
tribal party

By Barnes Mawrie
I have on earlier occa­

sions suggested that North­
east India needs a tribal 
political party one that will 
put tribal interests at the 
forefront. Wc had the crsl- 
whileAPHlC which brought 
together prominent tribal 
leaders o f  ihc region. It was 
basically a unified political 
party intended mainly for at­
taining separate autonomous 
states from Assam. That was 
the reason why. this party 
disappeared soon after the 
creation ofhill states. Today 
however, with the tragic 
incidents in Manipur where 
tribals are being targeted by 
the alleged y slate sponsored 
non-tribal groups, the need 
for tribal leaders o f  the re­
gion to join hands in a single 
political party, has bccomc 
an urgent and nccessary step

would never be taken for 
granted. It would mean an 
empowerment for the tribal 
communities o f  our region. 
If ihc BJP government today 
docs not seem conccrned 
about ihc pitiful plight of our 
Kuki brothers and sisters, 
it is partly bccausc there is 
no unified tribal political 
voice at the ccnter. Our tribal 
leaders who arc dispersed 
among numerous national 
and regional parties can offer 
only a very weak voice in the 
national media. It is common 
knowledge that exploitative 
non-tribal groups take full 
advantage of our tribal dis­
unity. Today fundamental 
1 lindu elements like the RSS 
arc fully exploiting this lacu­
na in our tribal communities 
and they arc succecding to 
drive a wedge between us.

We tribal />eople o f  Northeast India atv but a small 
minority in India and since political representation 
in our country is based on population, our impact 
in policy making at the center is insignificant when 

t i t  stan:! divided among ourselves. But imagine 
i f  all tribal leaders fm m Northeast India come 
together under one banner, under one political 

party ard with a common ideology, what a force 
mx? could become at the center. I f  such a tribal 

political party could send 11 MPs (Meghalaya 2. 
Nagaland I. Mizoram I. Arunachal Pradesh 2, 
Tripura 2. Manipur 2. Sikkim I) and at least 4 to 
5 MPs fmm the 14 total MPs o f  Assam, what a 

bargaining power n't* would have in the Lok Sabha 
as well as in the Rajya Sabha.

to be taken. The NCP which 
at one time projected itself 
as a tribal party, has lost the 
confidencc o f  most tribal 
leaders. Its alignment with 
the BJP has further tamislicd 
its image and now it is being 
perceived as a corrupt party 
which has very little inter­
est in tribil development. 
There are a few credible 
reasons why such a party 
is urgently needed for our 
region todiy.

First ofall, wc tribal peo­ple o f  Nortkoust India are but
a small mirority in India and 
sincc polit»:al representation 
in our cowtry is based on 
population our impact in 
policy making at the ccntcr is 
insignificant when wc stand 
div ided among ourselves. 
But imag ne i f  all tribal 
leaders from Northeast India 
comc together under one 
banner, under one political 
party and with a common 
ideology. 'Ahat a force wc 
could bccomc at the ccntcr. 
If  such a tribal political party 
could send II MPs (Megha­
laya 2, Nagaland 1. Mizoram 
I. Arunachal Pradesh 2. 
Tripura 2. Manipur 2. Sik­
kim 1) and at least 4 to 5 
MPs from the 14 total MPs 
o f  Assam. >vhat a bargaining 
power wc would have in the 
Lok Sabha as well as in the 
Rajya Sabha. With 15 or 16 
MPs in the Lok Sabha and 
with II tc 12 MPs in the 
Rajya Sabia, what a pow­
erful party we could have 
from Northeast India that 
no government at the ccntcr 
would dare to bypass such a 
political force.

Secondly, the presence 
o f  such a powerful tribal 
political party would ensure 
that tribal voice and demands

The present development 
in BJP ruled tribal-dominat- 
cd states to dcrecognizc the 
ST status o f  tribal Chris­
tians and deprive them of 
all minority privileges, is 
one manifestation o f  such 
a divide and rule strategy. 
Think o f  Assam where trib­
als account for more than 
16% o f  the total population 
(the number would prob­
ably be much higher if some 
other tribal communities 
were rccognizcd as STs). 
vet out of 14 MPs. there is 
only one tribal. Why so? It 
is precisely because tribal 
communities arc divided. 
Evidently, if  there were to be 
a single regional tribal politi­
cal party, all tribals would be 
more inclined to vote for it. 
It is here that tribal genius 
(intellectuals, statesmen and 
politicians) o f  our region 
should comc together with­
out any selfish motivation, 
and share the common issues 
o f  survival, identity, growth 
and development and there­
upon work on the possibil­
ity o f  a unified tribal party. 
Until and unless wc have a 
cohesive political party in 
the region, wc will always 
remain politically marginal­
ized. socially discriminated, 
economically exploited and 
culturally threatened. Wc do 
have qualified and capable 
tribal political thinkers and 
leaders in every state o f  the 
region who are undoubtedly 
able to bring about a political 
unification in the region.

The pogrom in Manipur 
has proven that wc tribal 
communities are always vul­
nerable unless we stand up 
together as a united force.

Need a critical 
study on 

reasons for 
poverty

Editor,Apropos o f  the edito­
rial. "Scathing N1TI Aayog 
Report Card," a id  the news 
item "Citizens blame gov­
ernment as state fails poverty 
test" (ST July 20.2023). the 
editorial has brought out the 
barc facts on the causcs o f 
poverty in Mcglalaya while 
the news item referred to above was amusing. Why 
is it amusing? Bccausc few 
citizcns have argued the 
causes o f  poverty without 
facts and figures. Let’s get to 
the brass tacks and see what 
the data shows on poverty in 
Meghalaya sincc 2004-05 to 
2015-16. Ihc population be­
low poverty line in Megha­
laya in 2004-05 in absolute
te r m s  was -1.10 Lakhs and 
in 2009-10 it vvxs 4.9 lakhs.

In 2011-12 the population 
below poverty line registered
3.6 lakhs and in 2015-16 
it registered 10.76 lakhs. 
Hence the poverty ratio has gone up by 199 percentage 
points over 2011-12 and 
162 percentage points over 
2004-05.

These calculations arc 
based on the BPL computed 
according to “Tendulkar 
Method on Mixed Refer­
ence Period" as reported in 
the RBI's Handbook o f  Sta­
tistics on Indian Economy. 
Now if  wc take the Head Count Ratio (HCR) as re­
flected in India -  National 
Multidimensional Poverty 
Index -  A Progress Review
2023 o f  the National Institu­
tion for Transforming India 
(N1TI A ayog), the HCR 
clearly suggests that multi­
dimensional^' poor popula-

has bccomc the burden on 
the Meghalaya Democratic 
Alliance 2.0. If wc look at the district-wise HCR on 
dimensionally poor people 
in the State as reflected in 
the Progress Review 2023 
o f  N1TI Aayog. the poverty 
ratio or HCR has increased 
in West Khasi Hills by 12.89 
pcrccnt in 2019-21 over 
2015-16 and 0.71 pcrccnt 
in East Khasi Hills. HCR of 
dimensionally poor popula­
tion over the same period 
has decreased in East Jaintia 
Hills by 2.28%. Ri Bhoi by 14.64%. 1-ast Ciaro Hills by 
26.91%. South (iaro Hills by 
1.50% and West (iaro Hills 
by 19.29%.

Meghalaya as a whole 
between these two periods 
reg istered  a decrease o f  
4.75%. In rural Meghalaya 
the HCR has decreased by 
6.06% and the HCR in re­
spect of urban areas has de­
creased by 0.27%. However. 
I would request the Govern­m ent of M eghalaya and

especially the Hon'blc Chief 
Minister. Conrad Sangma to 
gel the editorial. "Scathing 
NIT1 Aayog Report Card" 
critically examined by the 
powers that tc and draw up 
an Action Plan on how to 
empower the dimensionally 
poor to overcome poverty 
and better their standard o f living.

Yours ctc.
V K Lyngdoh 

Shillong
You can’t have 
the cake and 

eat it too!
Editor.
There has been a recent surge in discissions regard­

ing three controversial top­
ics; railways. 1LP and the 
MRSSA. Anc while observ­
ing these discussions, I could 
not help but be entertained 
by thcchildisli and immature views ccrtain indiv iduals and groups have been cx 
pressing.

All 3 issues fundamen­
tally relate to preserving 
the demographic composi­
tion o f  our state, and all 3 
have rcccivcd vehement

the most powerful entities 
in M eghalaya, the p res­
sure groups. The ILP and 
MRSSA arc both designed to make it difficult for any 
o ther Indian to v isit the 
state, even if  he/she is an 
innocent tourist who simply 
wants to spend money here, 
let alone anyone else. The 
aforementioned parties have 
repeatedly mentioned that 
they arc in absolute support 
o f  these two measures and 
arc willing to risk the hit 
tourism and the economy 
could take as a result. The opposition to railways lakes 
this sentiment further, and 
many o f  these same parlies have publicly stated that they 
arc willing to forsake the 
economic development rail
w o u ld  b r in g  to  g u a rd  a g a in .i t
the "influx o f  outsiders they

believe rail would causc.
In my view, these views 

arc perfectly understandable. 
It is not nccessary that all 
people must strive for eco­
nomic progress alone. I lovv- 
cvcr. what is amusing is the 
fact that these same parties 
have also been complaining 
loudly about the sharp rise in 
poverty and unemployment in Meghalaya. They keep 
blaming the government 
for the dismal state o f  our 
depressed youth who have no jobs and prospects, and 
about our ever-increasing 
numbers o f  poor. They also whine about the worsening 
infrastructure and facilities 
visible everywhere. This leads me to wonder what 
exactly these parties mean 
when they say. “Wc arc ready to sacrifice development for 
our identity". If they arc 
ready to sacrifice develop­ment. then why do they cry 
when the lack o f  develop­
ment naturally leads to highjoblc».inc-i.i and poverty? 
Do they live in some makc-

bclicvc, cartoonish world 
where they can both sacrifice 
development to "save their 
identity” and somehow not 
suffer any ill-cffccts from lack o f  development? Or arc 
all those majestic sounding 
comments about not wanting 
development just hypocriti­
cal rambles?

The Meghalaya govern­ment has endless faults, but 
no government in the world 
would suceccd in providing 
jobs to Meghalaya's hapless, 
jobless youth i f  investment 
from outsiders, tourism from 
outsiders and. in general, connectivity with outsiders 
are all severely restricted. 
State government jobs are 
far too sc»cc to even dent 
the unemployment figures. 
As such, il is unbecoming to witness prominent adult 
citizcns, ircluding suppos­
edly erudite intellectuals, long-established politicians, 
and the all-powerful pressure 
groups, behave like petulant 
children ard wail about the most obvious outcomes o f

policies they have whole­
heartedly supported, and 
continue to support. To be 
clear. I am not advocating 
for anyone to abandon their 
fears o f  "influx” and switch 
over to the path o f  economic 
progress. I simply appeal 
for these adults to shed their 
comical immaturity, break 
out o f  the delusional fan­
tasy world they seem to be 
inhabiting, and develop the 
conviction to acccpl the 
detrimental effects o f  their own demands and actions 
instead o f  continuing to 
bleat pathetically. Perhaps 
they need to be reminded of 
the phrase: You cannot have 
your cakc and cat it too.

Yours etc..N.K. Kchar.
Shillong-3
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Hip-hop and health: Why so many rap artists die young

T he song  tie H e a lth y  from  the  2000  a lbum  by 
h ip -h o p  Ju o  d ead  p rc z , L e t 's  G et F r e e . is  a 
ra re  rap  an them  d e d ic a te d  to  d ie t , e x e rc ise  
an d  tcm p cran cc :

”T h ey sa y  you  a re  w h a t y o u  e a t. so  /  s tr iv e  
to  e a t h e a lth y  /  M y g o a l  in  l i fe  is  n o t  to  be  r ic h  
o r  w e a lth y  /  'C au se  tru e  w e a lth  com e fr o m  g o o d  
h e a lth  a n d  w ise  w ays  /  We g o t  to  s ta r t  ta k in g  
b e t te r  c a re  o f  o u rse lv e s  ”

In w h a t 's  w idely  rc c o g n iz c d  a s  h ip -h o p 's  50 th  
a n n iv e rsa ry , at: u n fo r tu n a te  r e a lity  is  th a t se v e ra l 
o f  its p io n e e rin g  a r ti s t s  a r e n 't  h e re  to c c lc b ra te . 
T he nu m be r o f  rap pe rs  w ho n ever liv e  to  se c  m uch 
m o re  th a n  50 y e a rs  th e m se lv e s  is  a s to u n d in g .

R ap p ers and rap  fan s c a n 't  h e lp  but ta k e  n o ­
t ic e  th a t th e ir  peers and fa v o rite  ra p p e rs  a rc  d y ­
in g  y o u n g . T rugoy  th e  D ove o f  D e La S o u l, 53. 
p a ss e d  aw ay  ir  F e b ru a ry  2023 a f te r  a b a t t le  w ith  
c o n g e s t iv e  heart f a ilu re . G an g sta  B oo. h a iled  as 
th e  "Q u e e n  o f  Memphis** and  know n fo r h e r  w ork 
w ith  T h ree  6 M afia, d ied  at the  age o f  43 o f  a d rug 
o v e rd o se  in Jan u ary  20 2 3 . T a k e o ff , a m em be r o f  
the  A tla n ta  t r is  M ig o s, w as k ille d  in N o v em b er
2 0 2 2 . H e w as 28 y e a rs  o ld .

R ap p er Jim  Jo n e s  has c la im e d  th a t rap  is th e  
m ost d a n g ero u s p ro fe ss io n  d u e  to  ra p p e rs  b e in g  
v io le n tly  k ille d  so  f re q u e n tly . S im ila r ly , rap pe r  
F a t Jo e  b e lie v e s  ra p p e rs  a re  an  e n d a n g e re d  spe- 
e ic» . In I lie 2022 On Fuu. i N em , Lupc F iaj.cu  
put it m ore  su c c in c tly : R a p p e rs  d ie  to o  m uch.

As a ra p p e r, a fan o f  h ip -h o p 's  a r t  an d  a r ti s t s ,  
a n d  a p ro fe sso -  o f  h ip -h o p . I a g re e  w ith  Lupe F i­
a sc o : R appers die too  m uch. W hether i t 's  from  gun 
v io le n c e , h ea r  d ise a s e , c a n c e r , 
se lf -h a rm  o r  d ru g s , th e  n u m be r 
o f  r a p p e r s  w h o se  l i v e s  h a v e  
e n d ed  p re m atu re ly  is  a la rm in g .
T h e  ( u n ) e x c e p t io n a l  s p e c t a c le  

o f  A m e r ic a n  g u n  v io le n c e
S to r i e s  o f  'a p p e r s  w ho  d ie  

v io le n tly  a re  w ell k now n. N ew s 
m e d ia  a r e  q u  ck  to  r e p o r t  on  
v io le n c e  in h ip -h o p  to  su p p o rt 
th e ir  v iew  that the m usic  and  the 
p e o p le  w ho  m ik e  it  a re  e x c e p ­
t io n a lly  v io le n t. V io len ce , dea th  
a n d  c o n f l i c t  a t t ra c t  a t te n t io n .
P a ir  any o f  those  w ith rac ia l s te ­
re o ty p in g  an d  sc a p e g o a tin g  and 
i t 's  ea sy  to see  w hy  the  m u rd ers  
o f  h ip -h o p  s ta rs  su ch  a s  N ip scy  
l lu s s l c .  th e  N o to rio u s  B .I .G ..
T upac S h a k u r and  c o u n tle s s  o th e r  a r t i s t s  g a rn e r  
so  m uch a t te n tio n .

T ho u g h  they w ere  a ll ta k e n  by the  very  A m e ri­
c an  p la g u e  o f  gun v io le n c e , new s and  h is to ric a l  
a c c o u n ts  o fte n  am p lify  the  sp e c ta c le  o f  v io le n t 
B lack d e a th , even w hen  they  c la im  to h o n o r those  
w ho a rc  k ille d .

I 'v e  w r it te n  e x te n s iv e ly  a b o u t  th e  tre n d  o f  
s c a p e g o a t in g  r a p p e rs . It is  a l s o  th e  to p ic  a d ­
d re sse d  In th e  so n g  A N K H  from  m y fo rth c o m in g  
m ix ta p /e /ssa y . V: IL L IC IT :

"H e d ie d  b y  th e  g u n  b u t  th e y  b la m ed  the  m usic .

/  T hey sa id . 'W hat he  sa id  w as evidence. 'A n d  u sed  
it. . . . /  N o c o m p a ss io n  fo r  th e  l i fe  to rn  a p a rt w hen  
th e  b u lle ts  h i t  h im . /  c a u se  he ta lk e d  a b o u t the  
b lo c k  in  h is  a rt, so  h e  \  n o t a v ic tim . /  C a m e ra ­
m an sa id . 'T h e y  d o n 't  va lu e  l i fe  to o  m u c h . ' /  H e

A n o th e r  h e a r tb r e a k in g  c o n s e q u e n c e  is th a t  
so m e  ra p p e rs  o n ly  g a in  w id e  p o p u la r ity  a n d  re a l ­
ize  f in a n c ia l su c c e ss  a f te r  th e y 'v e  d ied . D cccascd  
ra p p e rs  a rc  an  u n fo rtu n a te ly  ab u n d an t com m odity . 
Ju ic e  W R LD  an d  P op Sm oke a re  p rim e  e x am p les:

re p o r te d  h e re  b e fo re . E ve n  tw ic e  som e m o n th s. /  
S o m ew h ere  in h is  m id -tw e n tie s  w as h is d e a d lin e  
( d y in g ) .  /  ’A n o th e r  N  K i l l e d  H e r e ' w a s th e  
h e a d lin e  (c ry in g ). “

An a w fu l b y p ro d u c t  o f  th is  c u l tu re  o f  c o n ­
su m in g  c a rn a g e  is th a t th e  k in d s o f  v io le n t gun 
tra g e d ie s  p e o p le  a rc  e x p e r ie n c in g  a I a c ro s s  the 
U .S. a rc  b e in g  sp o tl ig h te d  in h ip -h o p  and  used 
a s  e x c u se s  to  c r im in a l iz e  and  p a th o lo g iz c  c e r ta in  
p eo p le  an d  the  m usic  they  en jo y , th e  a r t  th ey  c rc ­
a tc . the n e ig h b o rh o o d s  they  liv e  in or the  p laces  
th e y  g rew  up.

T h ey  b o th  so ld  fo u r  to  f iv e  tim e s a s  m uch m usic 
a f te r  th e ir  d e a th s  th an  w h en  th ey  w ere  a liv e .

A long  w ith  b e in g  a la rm e d  by th e se  tra g e d ie s , 
i t 's  im po rtan t to e x am in e  the  c o n d itio n s  th a t  a f ­
fe c t m o rta l i ty  an d  a t te m p t to g e t to  th e  a c tu a l 
c a u sc s  ra th e r  than  s c a p e g o a tin g  a m u sic a l form .

D e a d ly  d i s e a s e s  
W hile  v io le nc e  b rin g s a b o u t h e a d lin e s , g u n s are  

no t th e  o n ly  c a u sc  fo r c o n c e rn . D ise a se s  - m any 
o f  them  p re v e n ta b le  are  a lso  a fac to r .

H eart d is e a s e , lu n g  d is e a s e , c a n c c r . d ia b e te s .

G o n e  b e f o r e  r e t ir e m e n t
R a p p :r  an d  p ro d u c e r  J -D il la  (3 2 ) . ra p p e rs  B ig  

M oc (33). B lack  the  R ip p e r  (3 2 )  from  the  U .K .. 
Lord Infam ous (40 ) . KMG th e  I llu s tra to r  (43  from  
A bove the Law . DMX (5 0 ) , B ig  T (5 2 ) . Tw eedy  
B ird Loc (5 2 ) . B lack  R ob  (52 ) and  Big Pun (28 ) 
a ll d ied  from  h e a rt a t ta c k s . H eavy  D (4 4 ) e x p e r i ­
en ced  a p u lm o n a ry  em b o lism  that led  to h is d eath . 
P rin ce  M ark ic  D ee (5 2 )  o f  th e  F at B o y s p assed  
aw ay  from  c o n g e s t iv e  h e a rt f a ilu re . C ra ig  M ack 
(4 7 )  d ied  from  h eart fa ilu re . A nd B rax  (2 1 ) d ied  
from  card ia c  a r rh y th m ia .

P h ife  D aw g (4 5 ) o f  A T rib e  C a lle d  Q u e s t. Tim 
Dog (46 ) and B iz  M ark ic  (5 7 )  a ll  p assed  aw ay  
from  c o m p lic a tio n s  r e la te d  to  d ia b e te s .

G u ru  (4 8 )  o f  G a n g s ta r r . B u sh w ick  B ill (5 2 )  o f  
the  G cto  B o y s, H u rr ic a n e  G (5 2 )  and K an g o l K id 
(55 ) d ied  from  can c c r . DJ K S lay  p assed  a w ay  at 
55 from  w hat w as d e sc r ib e d  a s  C O V ID -1 9  c o m ­
p lic a tio n s .

E azy-E  d ied  o f  A ID S at 30.
N a te  D o g g 's  d e a th  at 41 w as a t t r ib u te d  to  a 

s tro k e .
P im p  C ‘s  d e a th  a t 33 wn> u lt iib u tc d  to  »lvv|i 

a p n e a  and a n  o v e rd o s e  o f  c o u g h  s y ru p . L cx ii 
A lija i (21 ) . C 'hynna (2 5 ) . and S hock G (5 7 )  all 
re p o r te d ly  d ie d  o f  a c c id e n ta l  d ru g  o v e rd o se .

M s. ?>1elodic p a sse d  a w ay  in h e r s leep  a t the  
age o f  43 . Big P o k ey  c o lla p sc d  
o n s ta g e  and  passed  a w ay  at 48 . 
E c s ta sy  o f  W h o d in i d ie d  a t 56 .

A r e n e w e d  fo c u s  o n  h e a lth
U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h i s  l i s t  o f  

tra g ic  l iv e s  h a lte d  fro m  a g e s  21 
to 57 is not a c o m p re h e n s iv e  a c ­
co u n t o f  a ll th e  rap pe rs w ho have 
p a sse d  aw ay  w ell b e fo re  th e  ag e  
o f  re tire m e n t.

T h e  o c c a s io n  o f  c e le b ra tin g  
50  y e a r s  o f  h ip -h o p  p ro v id e s  
a m o m en t to re f le c t a n d  h onor 
so m e o f  th e  a r tis ts  w ho  c o n tr ib ­
u ted  to the  c u ltu re  an d  a re  not 
h e re  to  c c lc b r a te  th is  g o ld e n  
a n n iv e rs a ry . I t 's  a lso , p e rh a p s , 
an o p p o rtu n ity  to  c o n s id e r  som e 
o f  th e  o u tc o m e s  o f  s y s t e m ic  

b a r r ie rs  to h e a lth  and  w e lln e s s , su ch  as a c c e s s  
to a f fo rd a b le  h e a lth  c a re , v a r ie d  d ie ta ry  o p tio n s  
and m en ta l w e lln e ss  r e so u rc e s .

G iven th e  num ber o f  ra p p e rs  an d  o th e r  p ro m i­
nen t h ip -h o p  a r t i s t s  w ho  h a v e  d ie d  y o u n g , u l t i ­
m ate ly  it m ay c o m e dow n to se r io u s ly  tak in g  heed  
to d ead  p rc z 's  in s tru c tio n s  from  "B e  H e a lth y ” : 
"W c goi to  s ta r t  ta k in g  b e t te r  ca rc  o f  o u rs e lv e s ."  
(T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

|T h e  a u th o r  is  A s s o c ia t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  H ip -  
H o p , U n iv e r s ity  o f  V ir g in ia !

s tro k e s  an d  ren a l d is e a s e  a re  am ong  th e  to p  10 
c a u se s  o f  d e a th  am ong  B lack  men and  H isp an ic  
m en. acco rd in g  to the  C en te rs  for D isease  C on tro l 
and P re v e n tio n . It m ak es se n se  th a t th e se  c a u sc s  
a lso  p ro m in e n tly  f ig u re  in th e  d e a th s  o f  h ip -h o p  
a r tis ts .

6oo years of Indian 
history at the Met

Here's 6 ways to deal w ith  your 
child's junk food consumption

O p e n e d  at T he M e tro p o li­
ta n  M u seu m  o f  A rt on 
Ju ly  2 1 , th e  e x h ib i t io n  
Tree an d  S e rp e n t: E a r ly  B u d ­
d h is t A rt in Ind ia . 200  B C E -400  

CE i l lu m in a te s  how  th e  re lig io u s  
la n d sc a p e  o f  a n c ien t Ind ia  w as 
t r a n s fo r m e d  by th e  B u d d h is t  
p re s e n c e . F e a tu rin g  m o re  than 
125 o b je c t s ,  in c lu d in g  m a jo r  
lo an s fro m  Ind ia , th e  e x h ib itio n  
c o n s is ts  o f  stone s c u lp tu re s  a s ­
s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  a d o rn m e n t  
o f  the  s tu p a  -- th e  m on um en ta l 
d o m e  s t r u c t u r e s  th a t  h o u s e d  
th e  B u d d h a  r e l i e s  -- a s  w e ll a s  m e ta lw o rk , iv o ry , c e ra m ic s , 
p a in t in g s , an d  je w e lry . It p re s ­
e n ts  a s e r ie s  o f  e v o c a tiv e  and  
in te r lo c k in g  th em es to  re v e a l 
b o th  th e  p re -B u d d h is t  o r ig in s  
o f  f ig u ra t iv e  sc u lp tu re  in Ind ia  
an d  th e  e a r ly  n a r ra tiv e  tra d itio n  
that w as ccn tra l to  th is  fo rm ative  
m om ent in ea r ly  Ind ian  a r t.

T h e  e x h ib it io n  is p a r tic u la r ly  
n o te w o r th y  fo r  th e  s e r i e s  o f  
sp e c ta c u la r  sc u lp tu ra l  m a s te r ­
p ie c e s  from  so u th ern  Ind ia  that 
w ill be e x h ib ite d  to  th e  p u b lic  
fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  in c lu d in g  
new ly  d isc o v e re d  w o rk s o f  art 
fro m  a n c ie n t  m o n astic  s i te s  in 
the  D eccan .

Max H o llc in . M arin a  K e llcn  
F re n c h  D ire c to r  o f  T h e  M e t, 
s a id :  " B u d d h is m  in s p i r e d  an  
e x t ra o rd in a r i ly  in n o v a tiv e  and 
b e a u t i f u l  f lo w e r in g  o f  a r t  in 
a n c ie n t Ind ia , t is  a trem en d o u s 
h o n o r to  p re se n t th is  s tu n n in g  
e x h ib it io n -a n d  to in tro d u c e  new 
d i s c o v e r i e s  from  th i s  p iv o ta l  
m om ent in the  h is to ry  o f  a r t- to  
o u r  g lo b a l a u d ic n c c . Wc ex p re ss  
a sp e c ia l thanks to  the  g o v e rn ­
m en t o f  Ind ia  an d  th e  six  s ta te  
g o v e rn m e n ts  in In d ia , w ho have 
a ll b een  g en erou s le n d e rs  to  th isp i o n n r r in g  py hi h i t io n  . a ln n o  
w ith  in s t i tu tio n s  in  E u ro p e  and 
th e  U S ."

G o v in d  M o h a n . S c c r c ta r y .

M in is try  o f  C u ltu re , rem ark ed : 
" I t  g iv es  me im m en se  p le a su re  
to le a rn  th a t  th is  in te rn a t io n a l  
e x h ib i t io n  is  b e in g  o rg a n is e d  
by The M et. in jo in t  c o l la b o ra ­
tion  w ith  a co n so r tiu m  o f  Indian  
m u se u m s  to  c n h a n c c  c u l tu ra l  
ex c h a n g e  b e tw een  In d ia  and  the 
U S . T h e  e x h ib i t i o n  w il l  m o st 
d e f in i t e l y  r e in v ig o r a tc  i n t e r ­
e s t in In d ia 's  c u l tu ra l  h e r ita g e  
th ro u g h  i ts  a r te fa c t  w ea lth  and 
w ill le a d  to d e e p e r  u n d e rs ta n d ­
ing o f  c u ltu ra l d iv e rs i tie s  o f  two 
n a tio n s  and  a p p re c ia tio n  am ong  
the  p eo p le . I w ish  the  e x h ib itio n  a g ra n d  s u c c c s s .”

R an d h ir  J a isw a l, C o n su l G e n ­
era l o f  In d ia . N ew  Y ork , c o m ­
m en ted : "W c a re  tru ly  d e l ig h te d  
to p a rtn e r  w ith  T he Met in b rin g ­
in g  th is  im p o r ta n t B u d d h is t a r t 
e x h ib itio n  to th e  US T h is  e x h i ­
b itio n  w ill a llo w  th e  M u se u m 's  
a u d ic n c c s  to  d e lv e  d e e p  in to  
In d ia 's  a n c ie n t past and  u n d e r­
s tan d  how  B u d d h is t th o u g h t and 
c u ltu re  sh a p e d  o u r im a g in a tio n  
and p ro g re ss . T h at th is  e x h ib i ­
tion  is b e in g  h eld  at a tim e when 
Ind ia  c c lc b ra tc s  75 y e a rs  o f  its  
in d e p e n d e n c e , ‘A zad i Ka A m rit 
M a h o ts a v * . m a k e s  th e  e v e n t  
tru ly  m e m o ra b le , and I w ish  it 
ev ery  su c c e ss ."

Jo h n  G uy . F lo re n c e  an d  H e r­
b e rt I rv in g  C u ra to r  o f  S ou th  and 
S o u th e a s t A sian  A rt a t  T h e  M et. 
sa id : “ T h is e x h ib it io n  p re se n ts  
the  s to ry  o f  th e  o r ig in s  o f  B u d ­
d h is t  a r t  th ro u g h  th e  le n s  o f  
new ly  d is c o v e re d  m a s te rp ie c e s  
fro m  ea rly  In d ia . It sh o w cases  
th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  B u d d h is t art 
in so u th e rn  Ind ia  an d  p re se n ts  
it in a w id e r  la n d sc a p e  o f  e a r ly  
B u d d h is t  d e v o t io n a l  p ra c t i c e ,  
cen te red  on ho n o rin g  the  Buddha 
and h is  re lic s . B u d d h is t m onas- (pries wr*r<» pla<*.<*« fo r m crlila tinn  
b u t w e re  a l s o ,  o n  o c c a s io n s ,  
p la c e s  fo r  n o isy  f e s t iv a ls ,  the  
a ir  h eav y  w ith  the  f ra g ra n c e  o f

fre sh  f lo w e rs  and  p erfu m es. T he 
l iv e d  t ra d i t io n s  o f  e a r ly  B u d ­
d h ism  a rc  fo re g ro u n d e d  h e re , 
a lo n g  w ith  the  ro le  o f  b e a u tifu l 
s to r ie s  th a t fou n d  e x p re ssio n  in 
th e  a r t a d o rn in g  the stu p a . T h is 
is  an e x h ib it io n  t lu t  c c lc b ra tc s  
th e  se n se s , ju s t  as B uddh ist w o r­
sh ip  d o e s .”

M uch  o f  th e  e a r l ie s t  In d ia n  
a r t w as p ro d u ced  it: th e  s c rv ic c  
o f  B u d d h ism , a r e l ig io n  th a t 
e m e rg e d  in n o r th e rn  In d ia  in  
th e  4 th  c e n tu ry  BCE a s  a r e su lt 
o f  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  B uddha 
S h a k y a n iu n i. T h is  h c m a tic a lly  o rg a n is e d  e x h ib it io n  e x p lo re s  
th e  p re -B u d d h is t  n a tu re  c u l t s  
o f  In d ia  th a t  in f lu e n c e d  e a r ly  
B u d d h is t a r t .  th e  rc le  o f  s tu p a s 
a n d  r c lic  w o rs h ip , th e  ro le  o f  
p a t ro n s , a n d  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
I n d ia 's  g lo b a l p o s itio n , in c lu d ­
ing its in te rn a tio n a l tra d e  w ith 
th e  R om an w o rld . T he re su l t in g  
a r t w as co sm o p o lita n  and  new. 
a n d  d e v o te d  a b o v e  a l l  to  th e  
c e le b ra tio n  o f  th e  B u d d h a and  
h is m essag e .

H ig h lig h ts  in c lu de  su b lim e ly  
b e a u tifu l  re n d e rin g s  o f  s tu p a s , 
s e c t i o n s  o f  c e r e m o n ia l  g a t e ­
w a y s , an d  p ro c e ss io n a l ra il in g s  
p ro te c te d  by a w eso m e re a r in g  
c o b ra s  (n a g a s ) . H oused  w ith in  
a re  th e  p re c io u s  re lic s  m a rk in g  
th e  B u d d h a 's  p re se n c e , h o n o red  
th ro u g h  th e se  s c u lp tu ra l a d o rn ­
m e n ts  • m a s te rp ie c e s  o f  e a r ly  
B u d d h is t a r t.

T h e m a g n if ic e n t  e x h ib it io n , 
w h ich  tra c e s  th e  h is to ry  o f  B u d ­
d h is t  a r t . w as m ade p o s s ib le  by 
R e lia n c e  In d u s tr ie s  L im ite d  and 
fo u n d e r  a n d  c h a irp e rso n  R e l i ­
a n c e  F o u n d a tio n . N ita A m b an i. 
A m ban i h as  b een  a l i fe lo n g  and  
a rd e n t su p p o rte r  o f  :hc m useum . 
In 2 0 1 9 . she  w as d e s ig n a te d  an 
H o n o r a r y  TrustP P  o f  Th«* M et, 
m ak ing  h er th e  f ir s t Ind ian  in ­
d iv id u a l to  se rv e  on th e  b o a rd  o f  
t ru s te e s . ( I  A N S I ife )

W hen you  hav e  a c h i ld , each  tin y  
m ile s to n e  o f  t h e i r s ' b r in g s  you  
h ap p in e ss  an d  jo y . B e it  th e  f ir s t 
tim e  th ey  g ra b  y o u r f in g e r  o r  th e  f ir s t few  
ste p s  th ey  ta k e , each  d e v e lo p m e n t m akes 

y o u r h eart leap  w ith  jo y . B u t. w ith  cach  
new  ste p , p a re n ts  a re  a lso  c o n s ta n tly  w o r­
r ie d  a b o u t th e ir  h e a lth  and  w e ll-b e in g . 
P a re n tin g  is o fte n  c h a lle n g in g  and  tak es  
a m p le  h a rd  w o rk  an d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s ,  
e sp e c ia l ly  fo r the  new  p a re n ts  a s  the  fo r ­
m a tiv e  y e a rs  o f  c h ild re n  ho ld  th e  u tm o st 
im p o r ta n c e  to  sh ap e  th e ir  l iv e s . O ne o f  
the  b ig g e s t w o rr ie s  o f  a p a ren t is to m ake 
th e ir  k id s  c a t n u tritio u s  and  h e a lth y  m eals 
th a t h elp  them  to g row .

H o w e v e r. K id s  o f te n  g e t  fu s sy  an d  
d e m a n d  ju n k  fo o d  w ith  u n h e a l th y  f a ts  
an d  a d d e d  s u g a r s . T h e y  a ls o  in c re a s e  
c h i ld re n 's  c h a n c e s  o f  d e v e lo p in g  c h i ld ­
h o o d  o b e s ity  w h ich  c a u sc s  m u ltip le  risk  
f a c to r s  fo r  m any h e a lth  c o m p lic a t io n s  in 
la te r  life .

Dr. P a lla v i Rao C h a tu rv c d i, a p a ren tin g  
c o a c h , c d u c a to r . and  fo u n d e r o f  G et Set 
P a re n t sh a re s  few  id e a s  to  ra is e  y o u r k id s 
in  a ju n k  fo o d -fre e  e n v iro n m e n t:

B e  a n  e x a m p le  fo r  k id s  to  f o l lo w :
C h ild re n  o fte n  im ita te  th e ir  p a re n ts  and  
lo o k  up to them  fo r  e v e ry th in g . H cn cc . it 
is  v ery  im p o rta n t to m ak e  su re  you a re  s e t t in g  
a g o o d  e x a m p le  by c h o o s in g  n u tr i t io u s , hom e- 
co o k ed  m e a ls  o v e r  fast foo d . S how  them  th a t 
h e a lth y  e a t in g  can be d e l ic io u s  and  can  m ake 
a ll  th e  d iffc rc n c c .

C o n v e r s e  an d  e d u c a te :  Tcach y o u r k id s abou t 
the  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a b a la n c e d  d ie t and  e x p la in  
th e  n e g a tiv e  c f fc c ts  o f  e x c e s s iv e  fa s t-fo o d  c o n ­
su m p tio n . H elp  th em  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  n u tr i t io n a l  
v a lu e  o f  w hole  foo d s and  th e  c o n sc q u c n c e s  o f  
co n su m in g  a lo t o f  p ro c e sse d  foo d s .

In v o lv e  th e m  in  m ea l p la n n in g  a n d  p r e p a r a ­
tio n :  G et y our ch ild ren  a c tiv e ly  in v o lv ed  in m eal 
p la n n in g  an d  p re p a ra t io n , ask  fo r  th e ir  su g g e s ­
t io n s , an d  try  to  im p le m e n t th em . L et them  p ick  
ou t f ru i ts  and  v e g e ta b le s  a t th e  g ro c c ry  s to re  
and h e lp  in the k itc h c n . Th is w ill g iv e  them  a 
s e n se  o f  o w n e rsh ip  and m ake th em  m ore lik e ly  
to  e n jo y  h e a l th ie r  m eals.

l . im i t  fa s t  ro od  a s  a t r e a t :  In s tead  o f  c o m ­
p le te ly  sa y in g  no to  fa s t foo d , c o n s id e r  it  a s  an

o c cas io n a l tre a t ra th e r  than  a re g u la r  m eal o p ­
tio n . Set d e a r  ru le s  a b o u t how o fte n  it can  be 
co n su m ed , su ch  a s  o n c c  a w eek  o r  fo r  sp c c ia l 
o c cas io n s .

M ak e h e a lth y  s n a c k s  a c c e s s ib le :  K eep  a 
v a r ie ty  o f  h e a lth y  sn a c k s  re a d ily  a v a ila b le  fo r 
y o u r c h ild  to  ch o o se  from . S toc k  th e  p an try  
w ith  o p tio n s lik e  fresh  f ru i t s ,  c u t v e g e ta b le s , 
w h o le  g ra in  c r a c k e rs , and  y o g u rt. L im it the 
a v a ila b i li ty  o f  p ro c e sse d  sn a c k s  and  su g a ry  
tre a ts .

C h o o s e  h e a l t h ie r  a l t e r n a t iv e s :  W hen e a t ­
ing  o u t. ch o o se  r e s ta u ra n ts  o ffe r in g  h e a l th ie r  
o p tio n s  o r  a w id er  ran ge  o f  c h o ic c s . Look fo r 
p la c e s  that h av e  sa la d s , g r i l le d  o p tio n s , and 
fresh  in g red ien ts . E n co u rag e  y o u r k ids to m ake 
h e a lth ie r  c h o ic c s  by e x p la in in g  the  b e n e f its  o f  
th o se  o p tio n s .

R em em ber th a t chan g cs in e a tin g  h a b its  may 
not happen o v e rn ig h t. Be p a tie n t, c o n s is te n t , 
and  su p p o rtiv e  as you  w ork to w ard s im pro v in g  
y o u r c h ild 's  e a tin g  h a b its  and  p a t te rn s  fo r  a 
b e t te r  and h e a l th ie r  to m o rrow . ( lA N S I ife )
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Plate and present food, the expert w ay
B> N. l .o t h iin » l) i ‘ i)i H i i mlsiio

W h en  it  c o m e s  to  c u l i ­
n a ry  a r t i s t ry ,  th e  w ay 
a d ish  is p re se n te d  can  
b e  ju s t  a s  s ig n if ic a n t  a s  how  it 

ta s te s . T h e y  say  w e  e a t w ith  o u r  
e y e s  f ir s t .

T h e  a r t i s t i c  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  
fo o d  p la t in g  a n  j  p r e s e n ta t io n  
tu rn  a b a s ic  m eal in to  an a e s ­
th e t ic a l ly  p le a s in g  and  m o u th ­
w a te r in g  m a s te rp ie c e .

M a s te r in g  the  art o f  foo d  p la t­
in g  c a n  ta k e  y our c u lin a ry  c r e ­
a t io n s  to  new  h e ig h ts , w h e th e r  
y o u 'r e  a h o m e c:>ok se e k in g  to 
im p re s s  y o u r  g u e s ts  o r  an  a s p i r ­
in g  c h e f  lo o k in g  to  h o n e  y o u r 
ta le n ts .

h o o d  is not on ly  th e  im po rtan t 
s ta rg a z in g  fa c to r  but i ts  p la tin g  
p la y s  an  im p o rta n t ro le  too . T h e 
w ay  fo o d  is p re se n te d  o n  a p la te  
c a n  e n h a n c e  its  v isu a l  a p p e a l , 
s t im u la te  the  a p p e ti te , and  even  
e le v a te  th e  p e rc e iv e d  ta s te .

C h e fs  and  cu lin a ry  p ro fe ss io n ­
a ls  u n d e rs ta n d  th :  im p o r ta n c e  o f  
t h o u g h tfu l  p la tin g  te c h n iq u e s  to 
c r e a te  v isu a l ly  s tu n n in g  d ish e s  
th a t  c a p t iv a te  d in e rs .

C e le b r i ty  c h e f  a n d  fo u n d e r  
o f  P a la te  C u l in a ry  A c a d e m y . 
R a k h c e  V a s w a n i. a u t h o r  a n d  
c o n su lta n t c e le b rity  c h e f  A nanya 
B a n e r jc e  g iv e  six foo d  p la t in g  
a n d  p r e s e n ta t io n  s u g g e s t io n s  
t h a t  w i l l  h e lp  y o u  t a k e  y o u r  
c u l in a ry  c r e a t io n s  to  th e  n ex t 
le v e l.
C H O O S I N G  T H E  R I G H T  
P L A T E :  In fo o d  p la t in g  a n d  
p re s e n ta t io n , c h o o s in g  th e  a p ­
p ro p r ia te  d ish  is c ru c ia l  to  im ­
p ro v in g  th e  w hole  e a tin g  e x p e r i­
e n c e . Y our c u l i iu ry  m a s te rp ie c e  
i s  sh o w n  on the  d ish  a s  a can v as. 
T h e  d ish 's  v isu a l a p p e a l m igh t 
b e  e n h a n c e d  o r  d im in ish e d  d e ­
p e n d in g  on its  co  o u r, sh ap e , and 
s iz e .  To a t ta in  the p ro p e r  c o m ­
p o s i t i o n  a n d  b a la n c e , v a r io u s  
d i s h e s  c a l l  fo r  d iff e r e n t  p la te  
s t y l e s .  H o w  t h :  c o m p o n e n t s  
o f  th e  m eal a rc  o rg a n iz e d  an d  
d iv id e d  d e p e n d s  on th e  s iz e  and  
s h a p e  o f  th e  p la te .

T h e  s ta r  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  y o u r

c u is in e  m igh t be b e t te r  e m p h a ­
s iz e d  w ith  th e  r ig h t  p la t te r .  A 
t e x tu re d  o r  p a t te rn e d  p la te  can  
o f f e r  v isu a l in te re s t  w ith o u t d e ­
t ra c tin g  fro m  th e  m a jo r  p ie c e s , 
a s  o p p o s e d  to  a p l a in  w h i te  
p l a t e ,  w h ic h  a l lo w s  b r i l l i a n t  
c o lo u rs  an d  d e ta i le d  d e ta i l s  to 
s ta n d  ou t.
B A L A N C E  A N D  C O M P O S I ­
T IO N : B a la n c e  and  co m p o s itio n  
a r e  f u n d a m e n ta l  e l e m e n t s  in 
fo o d  p la t in g  an d  p re s e n ta t io n , 
c o n tr ib u tin g  to th e  o v e ra ll  v isual 
a p p e a l  a n d  a e s th e t i c  h a rm o n y  
o f  a d ish . It p ro d u c e s  a v i s u ­
a l ly  a p p e a lin g  a p p e a ra n c e  th a t 
g r a b s  g u e s t s ' a t t e n t io n  r ig h t  
a w ay . Y ou c a n  e n su re  th a t  the  
v a r ie d  f la v o u rs  an d  te x tu re s  a rc  
e v e n ly  d i s t r ib u te d  a r o u n d  th e  
p la te  by a t ta in in g  b a la n c e  and  
c o m p o s itio n .

E ffe c tiv e  h arm o n y  an d  c o m ­
p o s itio n  h ig h lig h t the  d ish 's  s ta r  
in g re d ie n ts  o r  fo c a l p o in ts . You 
m ay d ire c t  th e  d in e r 's  a t te n t io n  
a nd  h ig h lig h t  th e  s ta r  e le m e n ts  
by  p la c in g  th e  im p o rta n t ite m s  
in s tra te g ic  lo c a tio n s , w h ich  w ill 
r e s u lt  in a v isu a l ly  c o m p e llin g  
p re se n ta t io n .

T h e  p la c e m e n t  o f  the  c o m p o ­
n e n ts  on th e  p la te  sh o u ld  co n v ey  
a se n se  o f  m o v em en t an d  flow , 
le a d in g  th e  ey e  from  o n e  p iece  
to  th e  n e x t. A s d in e rs  e x p lo re  
th e  m any  f la v o u r s  a id  te x tu re s  
o n  the  p la te , th is  v isu a l jo u rn e y  
m a k e s  th e  d in in g  e x p e r ie n c e  
m o re  e n g a g in g  an d  in te re s t in g .
A T T E N T IO N  T O  D E T A I L :  
A tte n tio n  to d e ta i l  is o f  u tm o s t 
im p o r ta n c e  in  fo o d  p la t in g  and 
p re s e n ta t io n  as it e le v a te s  the  
o v e ra l l  d in in g  e x p e r ie n c e  and  
sh o w c a se s  y o u r  p ro fe ss io n a lism  
an d  c o m m itm e n t to  e x c e lle n c e . 
E v e ry  c o m p o n e n t  on th e  p la te  
is e x p e r tly  a r ra n g e d  w h en  ev en  
th e  s l ig h te s t  d e ta i l s  are  p a id  a t ­
te n t io n  to , w h ich  im p ro v es  the  
d is h 's  a e s th e t ic  a t t ra c t iv e n e s s .  
It in d ic a te s  y o u r  co m m itm e n t to 
m a k in g  an  e n t ic in g  p re se n ta tio n  
th a t is a e s th e t ic a l ly  s tu n n in g .

Y our c u l in a ry  p ro d u c t ex u d es 
q u a li ty  an d  p re c is io n  w hen you  
p ay  a t te n t io n  to  the  l i t tle  th in g s . 
You show  y o u r d e d ic i tio n  to  d e ­
liv e r in g  a su p e r io r  d in in g  e x p e ­
r ie n c e  by m e tic u lo u s ly  a r ra n g ­
in g  each  in g re d ie n t, g a rn ish , and 
sa u c e . Y our c u lin a ry  id en tity  and

b ra n d  a re  c u l t iv a te d  by p a y in g  
a t te n t io n  to d e ta i l  c o n s is te n tly  
th ro u g h o u t a l l  o f  y o u r  p la t in g  
e n d e a v o u rs . It c re a te s  a d i s t in c ­
t iv e  lo o k  a n d  g u a ra n te e s  th a t  
e a c h  d ish  you  se rv e  a d h e re s  to 
a s t r i c t  a e s th e t i c  a n d  q u a l i ty  
s ta n d a rd .
U T E N S IL  P L A C E M E N T : U ten ­
s i l  p la c e m e n t is  an  o f te n  o v e r ­
lo o k e d  y e t  e s s e n t ia l  a s p e c t  o f  
fo o d  p la t in g  a n d  p re s e n ta t io n . 
U te n s i ls  th a t  a rc  a r ra n g e d  p ro p ­
e r ly  a d d  to  th e  p la te 's  o v e ra ll  
v i s u a l  h a r m o n y . T h e  d i n e r 's  
c o m fo r t and  p ra c tic a l i ty  sh o u ld  
c o m e  f i r s t  w h e n  p la c in g  th e  
u te n s i ls . T h e  d in e r  w ill  b e  a b le  
to  e a s i ly  s w i tc h  b e tw e e n  d i f ­
f e r e n t  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  d ish  
i f  th e  u te n s i l s  a r c  p la c e d  in  a 
c o n v e n ie n t  lo c a t io n  an d  w ith in  
e a sy  re a c h .

K e e p  in  m in d  th a t  u t e n s i l  
p la c e m e n t m ay c h a n g e  d e p e n d ­
in g  on th e  c u is in e  s e rv e d , th e  
s e t t i n g ,  a n d  in d iv id u a l  p r e f ­
e r e n c e s .  In  o r d e r  to  a c h ie v e  
a p o l is h e d  a n d  a e s th e t i c a l l y  
a c c e p ta b le  p r e s e n ta t io n ,  it  is  
im p o r ta n t  to  e s ta b l i s h  a b a la n c e  
b e tw e e n  a e s th e t ic s , p ra c tic a l i ty .

and  c u l tu ra l  f a c to rs .
L A Y E R S  & H E I G H T S :  U s ­
ing la y e rs  an d  h e ig h ts  :n foo d  
p la t in g  a n d  p re s e n ta t io n  is  a 
p o w e rfu l  te c h n iq u e  th a t a d d s  
d im e n s io n , v isu a l  in te re s t , and  
so p h is t ic a t io n  to a d ish . The u se  
o f  l a y e r s  a n d  h e ig h ts  e n a b le s  
c o o k s  to  e x p re s s  th e i r  a r ti s t ic  
f la i r  a n d  o r i g i n a l i t y .  Il g iv e s  
you  the  ch a n c e  to try  ou t v a rio u s 
p l a t in g  m e th o d s , s e t - u p s , a n d  
p re s e n ta t io n s ,  tu rn in g  t i c  d ish  
in to  a g o u rm e t m a s te rp ie c e .

In o rd e r  to  g e n e r a te  v is u a l  
c o n t r a s t  on  th e  p la t e ,  se v e ra l  
p i e c e s  a r e  l a y e re d  w ith  c o n ­
t r a s t in g  c o lo u rs ,  te x tu re s , a n d  
sh a p e s . C o n tra s t in g  la y e rs  g iv e  
the  m eal in te re s t  an d  ex c ite m e n t 
w h ile  a lso  a d d in g  to  its  v isu a l 
a p p e a l.
U S E  E D I B L E  G A R N I S H E S :  
U sin g  e d ib le  g a rn is h e s  in food 
p la t in g  a n d  p re s e n ta t io n  ad d s  
a to u c h  o f  a r t i s t ry  an d  e n h a n c ­
e s  th e  o v e r a l l  d i n in g  e x p e r i ­
en c e . E d ib le  g a rn is h e s  o ffe r  the  
ch a n c e  to e n h an ce  a d is h ‘> b rig h t 
c o l o u r s ,  t e x t u r e s ,  a n d  v is u a l  
a p p e a l .  T h e y  c a n  im p ro v e  th e

p la te 's  p re s e n ta t io n , m a k in g  it 
a p p e a r  m o re  a l lu r in g  and  d e l i ­
c io u s . In  a d d it io n  to a d d in g  to 
th e  a e s th e t ic  a p p e a l  o f  a d ish , 
g a rn is h e s  c a n  a lso  im p ro v e  i ts  
o v e ra ll  f la v o u r  p ro f i le .

A b u rs t o f  f re s h n e s s  an d  a r o ­
m a tic  n o te s  c a n  b e  a d d e d  w ith  
fre sh  h e rb s , m ic ro g re e n s . o r  e d ­
ib le  f lo w e r s . T h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  to 
a d d  c o n tra s t  and  b a la n c e  lo th e  
d ish  is  p ro v id e d  by g a rn is h e s . 
By in tro d u c in g  v a r io u s  c o lo u rs , 
sh a p e s , an d  te x tu re s ,  th e y  can  
p ro v id e  a c o n tra s t  to th e  p rim ary  
e le m e n ts .

F o r in s ta n c e , d e l ic a te , v ib ra n t 
g re e n  h e rb s  c a n  b e  used to c o n ­
tras t w ith  h earty , e a r th y  p ro te in s , 
o r  red  c h i l l i  f la k e s  can  be u sed  
to p ro v id e  a s p la s h  o f  c o lo u r  to 
a  c re a m y  w h ite  sau ce .

T h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  m eal p r e ­
se n ta t io n  an d  p la t in g  ca n n o t be 
e m p h a s iz e d . Food  has th e  a b ility  
to s t im u la te  o u r  s e n s e s  an d  p ro ­
d u c e  l i fe - c h a n g in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  
in a d d it io n  to m e re ly  su s ta in in g  
o u r  b o d ie s . A b a s ic  m eal m ay be 
tu rn e d  in to  a p ie c e  o f  a r t  th a t 
s a t i s f ie s  the  sen ses  an d  p ro v id e s  
a m a z in g  c u lin a ry  e x p e r ie n c e s  by 
p a y in g  a t te n t io n  to  e v e ry  d e ta i l , 
fro m  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t o f  co m p o ­
n e n ts  to  th e  c h o ic e  o f  c o lo u rs  
a n d  te x tu re s . (IA N S H fe )

‘S tar - G azing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bhambi

Birthday Forecast'
Moon semi sow* Venus on your sotar return chart and II wH give (anU«< 
result. You woUd be erergctic and raring lo go. You nil have self belt) in 
your absftes lo achieve wonderful results You wit be entrusted w«h major 
responsibility at your wonplace and you will nol disappoint your bosses. Your 
name and fame wefl Increase financially flicre would be no magor worrits You 
will explore new areas of business And could also enter into some partnership 
or cooaboraton There woiid be lot ot business retain tnps that you mgtit 
undertake. And wfl be meeting lot of people. They will prove highly beneficial 
Thosew*ioarestoglecoi*Jeipioremarriagomark«andgetfavoratilerespont* 
Relations wth matt wN nm*n perfect

This weok (or you’
Aries : (March 21 - April 20) It is going to be a wonderful week. Your 

work wtllget done with ease and you will have menial peace and 
joy Ho need to lake any unnecessary tensions because time is 
favorable. You have proved your sell lime and aga*< hence no 
need lo cane about whal your critics say about you Your hard 
wort «*i gr»« you good results. You wvl be funy alert about 

^  I. your carter and lulu re prospects You wil enjoy your bve life.
Your bording vwth your male is going to be wonderiul. You will 
remain ckvoled to your family Your eflort wil be in the direction
ol imploring your heme scenario

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21 )Time is favoring you a lot You wfl gain 
lot of knewtedge and wil become more sWflfcil You will exhbrt 
your sJufb before everyone and wifl reman dominate in your 
workplace and business No one wil be ablt to mate* you. You 

C wia have gatos related to property. Time is very favorable for 
toveiv Youw*Ukowclcomtguestsathcmt YouwtfUfcomake 
preparatory lor a manure function al your place. Your hurdles

* * w»fl gel omoved gradually. You wil be doing well in exams and 
interview Time Is suitable to start a new business. You will be 
in a related mood. You may have not dene anything specif to 
your won field recenVjr but you »a  remain h ep?y. You will enjoy 
Iravtfcngwith friends

Gemini: (May 22 - Juno 21)Res a mentally ufcsfying woe* for you. You 
wifl be nceaviig a good news. Your health will b« good Your 
financial situation is going to remain strong and stable. Your 

* /  behavlorwlllbeahofiflcikinanessandenthusiasm. Yourdforts 
wifl brinfto lot <A money. You might have lo trarel far and wide 

/ J i m  becausoof work You wil also form a coalition or partnership to 
woriiAusiness.AI Inal, you stand to gain a W. Therewlflbea 
turning (oM n your lie and M wil be for you r good only. You will 
have lowng relations with your life partner Your love bte wfll be 
lulof bits and joy. You will have plans to get manted.

Cancer : (Juno 22 - July 22)t is going to be a happy period You 
wifl have gains in business'prolession. Your life wil take an 
•nterostitg turn and you wtfl see your dreams getting fulfilled 

_ New jobbusiness otters wifl ccme to you. In the proc*». you
^  ^  wifl be atle to compltlo your mccmfiete work Oo not tel your 

secrets to other persons test they take advantage of it Money
* inflow wtl be continuous There wen be an aus;*>ous occas*cn 

r( ^ Y  in your family. You will also finalie marriage of your ehttlren.
Your farrily wil be proud of your achievements You wil meet 
an cM Inend of yours You \M> get success in examsVntervtew. 
Your government related work will also get done. Some person 
wifl gift you an expensfce rtem,

Loo : (July 23 - August 23)1 is go*ng to be a highly auspicious week 
for you You wifl enjoy a favorable feme period and al of your 
dreams wa get Milled. You wifl get lot of respect and prestige. 
You wil also make major changes in your business There arc 
chances of promotion and a salary increase Students v*a g« 
good retults in exams. Working women will do well in their 
career. Ysur business wvfl also movo In the right direction You 

J j W  wifl gel success in tove affairs. Husband and wile wil have 
wonderfilbonding Youwvl doyourworkwUhfvflttocerityand 
concentealion. Your responstoiHies towards your famly will 
increase and you will keep dcing very well You will enjoy the 
company of your own people.

Virgo : (August 24 - So ptember 22)Thks week your incomplete works wifl gel nomentum and you wil be able to complete #icm You i t  /  wtit gel inexpected profits In your business. New posset** r t f  arc openng up in your joo. rou wn have romance and tun inyour He You will have Joyous and tfcssful moments w*> your He partnerhiate. You will focus toiafly on your work. Planetary p»*on'tfavorat*eforyourrasitl)tsweek.YouwilremaiAwatch-
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M in financial matters New opportune* to nake investments 
«iM come to you. You will do every work alter nudi ftought and 
**■ not take any risks Your courage wil also jrow I will be an 
important time for property related worts.

Libra : (Soptombor 23 - October 23) You vwfl thow yoursef into 
work and wfl nol rot! tfl you get the desired resets Money and 
wealth wifl keep coming. You will abo make best use of money. 
And will buy vakiabte items The time wifl be etfremely good and 
happy. You wil also get tuccess In some inlerviewor conpetlive 
exams Your right advice wifl change the Mt of i person You wia 
get appreciated for your work. You w*l also get rid ol diseases. 
It «nl be knowledge er#unc*ng days. A long standing worry wifl 
come to an end. Family happiness wifl Increase. Your mftoenc* 
and tnprosston in the wrong placo wfl remain. You will also 
meet lot ol new people.

Scorpio : (Octobor 24 - November 22) You will be fifloi self con­
fidence. And wifl ttfc* some strong decisions in your business 
wAich shal cast a powerful impact upon you rnrals. Your profits 
wifl increase. And you will use your laltnt am abdties to your 

y  y  best advantage Your hopes and expectattons wou M be met. You 
wifl impress your boss with your alMude and outlook. You win f l |  also have financial gains. You wil come closw to your partner 

>.* and all misundorsUnding of fto past will get wmoved You wia
recover money that was given to someone. Ycu will have much 
mental peace. Your long stanAng worries wft cone to an end 
You wiM taite some vital decisions which may pove to be fruitfii 
for your family later on.

Sagittarius: (November23- December21)Tfco<ewhoaretingle 
wdl plan fo get su itablo marriage proposals to>. In total you wifl 
be happy as you wil tee your goaH getting f rfoed You wil wn 
tf* trust and confidence of all those who corns in your contact 
You trifl appear to be an interesting person <*nd everyone wifl 
Ike to tun; (Cbliort* «Ui yuu. You *111 Imt iateiM'
bons with likemnded persons Ths wifl have a positrre effect 
on you and wifl go a long way in rnproving yeur relations Your 
parents will be close and are affectionate towards you You MB 
nol delay your business decisions. You will m«t old friends and 
wifl remember good oW days. There wifl be tome changes in 
your way of working wttch argues well for you.

Capricorn : (December 22 - January 20)Thougi you will remain 
busy to tamily matters Ihts wee* yet you wd rave some special 
w«rks to do on your hands. GuctU wli arrive it your place and 
you will remain busy w welcoming them Tirv* wil also move 
in V0** **vor You wil gel profits to business/ profession. Your 

■ 0 f t  meetings with some signticant person w.a ontrfctrte lo your 
7/ glory Your family wil support you when yew need* most Those 

who are giving exams' interview fteir perfomance is going to 
be oxempUry You wa be comment tn your tt oughts The flow 
of money is going to be constant Your Ifeer* and broad view 
point will be Ued by one and afl You wifl hav> loving relations 
wtti your Me partner.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)The lime«sgood You wfl 
have the blessings of your ciders with you tuck is also favoring 
you a tot You wil foel gods grace is also with ;ou. There will be 
opportunities forobtamng wealth which you wtf not Hknt tosbp 
away AilyourworrieswllgetremovedAltfieworkthatyoulake 
up will also get completed. You wM perform your work wilh lot 
of hopes and expectations You wfl work hard and make lot of 

"  money. YourworiiviiUalsoincreasewithresporsibillies.Youwil
establish ccmact w»th people on a one to one levd You wil pay

attend a wedding function or some other sodil event

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) Your lime wil >e tpent In good 
works. Your official work wil gain momentum and you wil be 
docng wel. You wil tw able lo express yourself wel New job’ 
business opportunities wvl come to you as a result You can also 
get promoted tv your job You wU also see a rite In your busi- 
nessandgatos. Yourrespectnameandtamenlllgrow.Youwia 
get success In lovo affairs There are chancesof your marriage 
getting fixed But you will also tafce views of your famrfy You

for new business partners You wfl have futire pbnt akcady 
wMi you. You wil get tot of praise as a resulyour confidence 
wifl rite tkyNgh.

Six enchanting picture books to  
spark your child's im agination

Y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  a rc  o f te n  v e ry  c r e a t iv e  
a nd  h e n c e  c o n s ta n t ly  s e e k in g  new  w ay s 
to  e n g a g e  th e i r  b o u n d le s s  im a g in a tio n . 
P ic tu re  b o o k s p la y  a v ita l ro le  in  th is  p ro c c ss , 
ta k in g  them  o n  a jo u rn e y  th a t  is  b o th  v isu a l ly  

an d  e m o tio n a lly  c a p t iv a t in g  tra n s p o r t in g  them  
to  e x t ra o rd in a ry  p la c c s , ig n it in g  u n fo rg e tta b le  
m e m o rie s , and  im p a rt in g  v a lu a b le  le s s o n s  w ith  
e n g a g in g  a r tw o rk  th a t  c o m p le m e n ts  a c h i ld 's  
a c t iv e  c u r io s i ty  an d  im a g in a tio n , l in c o u ra g in g  
th e  c v e r -c u r io u s  c h i ld  to  e x p lo re  th e  w o rld  o f  
w o rd s  an d  p ic tu re s , th e se  b o o k s  can  be  e s s e n tia l  
to o ls  in e n c o u ra g in g  y o u r  y o u n g  o n es to  ex p re ss  
th e m se lv e s  f re e ly  a n d  c re a t iv e ly , b e  it th ro u g h  
s k e tc h e s , s to r ie s ,  o r  bo th !

H ere  is a c u ra te d  c o l le c t io n  o f  s ix  e n g a g in g  
p ic tu rc  b o o k s fo r  y o u n g  re a d e rs .

I k r u 's  F ir s t  D a y  o f  S c h o o l
I l l u s t r a t o r :  S u n a in a  C o e lh o  

An e n g a g in g  w o rd le s s  p ic tu re  b o o k  th a t b e a u ­
t i fu l ly  c a p tu re s  c o u n t le s s  s to r ie s  su r ro u n d in g  
a m o m e n to u s  e v e n t in e v e ry  y o u n g  c h i ld 's  l ife : 
th e i r  f ir s t  d ay  o f  s c h o o l .  W ith  d e l ig h t f u l  and  
i m m e r s i v e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  t h i s  e n c h a n t i n g  b o o k  
v iv id ly  p o r tr a y s  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  s te p p in g  in to  
th e  unk n o w n  on th a t m em orab le  day. B e in g  w o rd ­
le s s , i t  is a c c e s s ib le  to  se v e ra l  k in d s  o f  re a d e rs , 
p a r tic u la r ly  y o u n g e r  o n e s , w ho can  e x p e r ie n c e  

: e s s e n c e  o f  sc h o o l  l i fe  th ro u g h  th e se  m o v in g  
i l lu s t r a t io n s .

T h is  is W h e re  W c L iv e  
I l l u s t r a t o r :  M a n ja r i  C h a k a r a v a r t i  

A v isu a l ly  c a p t iv a t in g  s to ry  th a t ta k e s  re a d e rs  
on  a jo u rn e y  o f  a d ay  fro m  su n n y  to sto rm y  and 
th e n  ra in y  u n fo ld in g  o v e r  p a g e s o f  c o m p e llin g  
an d  b o ld  sk c tc h c s  th a t w ill su re ly  g rip  th e  y oung  
r e a d e r ’s im a g in a tio n  an d  h e a r t. I n s ta n tly  rc la t-  
a b lc , th e  b o o k  e v o k e s  m e m o rie s  o f  a n y  c h ild 's  
d a y s  in  th e  su n , s to rm , an d  ra in  -  e n c o u ra g in g  
th em  to  c o n n e c t w ith  th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  th ro u g h  
a r t. B u z z e d  w ith  b e a u ty  an d  c r e a t iv i ty , th is  p ic ­
tu re  b o o k  m igh t e v e n  c o m p el y o u n g  re a d e rs  to 
e m b ra c e  th e ir  in n e r  a r t i s t ,  p ick  up a p e n c il and 
c r e a te  th e i r  o w n  sk e tc h e s  a s  th e y  e x p lo re  th e  
w o n d e rs  o f  th e  n a tu ra l w o rld  w ith  th is  b o o k .

Z a k ir  a n d  H is  T a b la  D h a  D liin  N a  
A u t h o r :  S a n d h y a  R a o .

I l l u s t r a t o r :  P r iy a  K u r iy a n  
A w in d o w  in to  th e  m u s ic a l h e r ita g e  o f  Ind ia , 

th is  s to ry  tra c e s  th e  c h i ld h o o d  jo u rn e y  o f  U stad  
Z a k ir  H u ssa in  a s  he le a rn s  to p lay  th e  ta b la  from  
h is s t r ic t  an d  fa m o u s fa th e r . A lla ra k h a . C o m in g  
a l iv e  w ith  a n im a te d  i l lu s t ra t io n s  th a t a re  v iv id  
an d  d e e p ly  e m o tiv e , th is  book  lu g s  a t th e  s tr in g s  
o f  a c h i ld 's  im a g in a tio n  tra n s p o r t in g  th em  in to  
a w o rld  th u m p in g  w ith  e n e rg y  as y o u n g  Z a k ir 's  
h a n d s  and  h a ir  f ly  in  a m e sm e riz in g  rh y th m  w hile 
he  s t r ik e s  th e  ta b la .

O u r  W o r ld /  l l a m a r i  D u n ly a  
A u th o r :  S a n d h y a  R a o ,
I l l u s t r a t o r :  P ro i t i  Roy 

A m o v in g  p o r tr a y a l  o f  v a lu a b le  v ir tu e s  lik e  
so l id a r ity , lo v e , an d  c o m p a ss io n , th is  b i lin g u a l 
p ic tu re  b o o k  s e rv e s  a s  a g e n tle  g u id e  fo r  y oung  
r e a d e rs , te a c h in g  them  a b o u t ih e  p ro fo u n d  in ie r-  
c o n n c c tc d n c s s  o f  a ll  l i fe . U sin g  c a p t iv a t in g  im ­
a g e ry  and p o w erfu l m e ta p h o rs , th is  book p re se n ts  
a nuan ccd  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  w o rld  a s  a w eb o f  
l i fe  w here e v e ry o n e  n e e d s to  su p p o rt e ach  o th e r  

sp a rk in g  th e i r  im a g in a t io n  a ro u n d  a b s t r a c t  
p h ilo s o p h ic a l  c o n c e p ts  lik e  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  
h a rm ony  a n d  u n ity  in  th e  w o rld .

A n im a l A lp h a b e t  
A u th o r :  M a n ju la  P a d m a n a b h a n . 

I l l u s t r a t o r :  M a n ju la  P a d m a n a b h a n  
A th o ro u g h ly  d e l ig h t f u l  i n t ro d u c t io n  to  th e  

l-'nglish  a lp h a b e t , th e re  is m o re  th an  m e e ts  the  
e y e  w ith  th is  e n jo y a b le  p ic tu rc  b o o k  th a t b rin g s 
a l iv e  o r  p a p e r  th e  m any le s s e r-k n o w n  a n im a ls  o f  
Ind ia  in th e ir  n a tu ra l h a b ita ts . P la c in g  c o n te n t  in 
co n te x t, the  book  e f fo r t le s s ly  o p e n s  up c h i ld re n ’s 
m ind s lo th e  r ic h  l iv e s  o f  d iv e rs e  fa u n a  lh a t  is 
th riv in g  a c ro s s  o u r  c o u n try  th ro u g h  i ts  m e m o ­
ra b le  rliym cs, v iv id  i l lu s t r a t io n s ,  and  a p p e a lin g  
c o lo r  p a le tte .

T ig e r ,  T ig e r , w h e re  a r e  y o u ?
A u th o r :  M u ja h id  K h a n ,

I l l u s t r a t o r :  M a n ja r i  C h a k a r a v a r t i  
A c a p tiv a tin g  hun t fo r  a tig e r  lo s t in th e  w oods, 

le t y our c h i ld 's  im a g in a tio n  run  w ild  ( q u ite  l i t ­
e r a l ly ! )  a s  th ey  im a g in e  th e  g re a t  o u td o o r s  w ith  
a lo s t t ig e r  ro a m in g  th e  ju n g le .  T h e  w a tc rc o lo r  
i l lu s t ra t io n  is g e n tle , s o f t ,  an d  w arm  ta k in g  
y o u n g  re a d e rs  on  a p ic tu re s q u e  v isu a l  jo u rn e y  
th ro u g h  th e  w o o d s. A g rip p in g  m y s te ry  r id d le d  
w ith  c lu e s , th is  b o o k  e n g a g e s  the  y o u n g  r e a d e r ’s 
c u r io s i ty  o n  w h e re  th e  tig e r  c o u ld  be w h ile  a lso  
g iv in g  them  a g lim p s e  o f  p ra g m a tic  l i fe  sk i l l s  on  
how  «o tra c k  w ild  fa u n a . (lA N S I i fe )
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Meghalaya Poorest State: 
Difference in Perception

“It takes ha lf your life before you 
discover life is a do-it-yourself project. ” 

— N a p o leo n  H ill
The Shillong T im es
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Modi vs Kejriwal
A fresh round o f  fight between the Ccntrc led 
by the BJP and the Delhi governm ent headed 
by AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal is currently on. 
The Centre is bent on passing a  legislation that 
would effectively snatch the Delhi government’s 
control over the state 's bureaucracy. This fits 
into a  pattern, wherein the Modi government had 
tried its best to throttle the AAP-led adm inistra­
tion through multiple ways over the past several 
years. The Centre had arm ed the Delhi governor 
with more powers and C h ief M inister Keijiwal, 
after som e protests, had to fall in line. The pres­
ent attempt at usurping m ore powers from the 
state government would effectively m ake the 
Delhi government a laughing stock. Without 
sufficient powers in its com m and, the state 
government will find the going hard in respect 
o f  several o f  its initiatives on developm ent and 
people’s welfare.

Delhi, declared as a state 1992, had in the past 
been a Union Territory, fully under the control 
o f  the Centre. Statehood meant Delhi got an 
clcctcd government, a  set o f  m inisters and a 
legislature to fashion its laws o r pass budgets. 
From that time itself, the Delhi government did 
not have any authority on the police force, as 
the central government retained its control by 
citing the argument that "the  national capital is 
a sensitive region.” Things went on smoothly 
until the UPA governments ran the central gov­
ernment and the Congress under Sheila Dikshit 
ran the state government. Thereafter, a  scenario 
o f  the BJP-lcd NDA ruling the Centre and the 
AAP ruling Delhi cam e into being -  which also 
turned out to be an era o f  frequent confrontations 
between the Delhi governm ent and the Centre. 
Clearly, the Modi government could not tolerate 
the popularity o f  the AAP at the nation's apex, 
right under ils nose: and Keijiwal and his AAP 
went on repeatedly winning the elections and 
hum bling the BJP. With the AAP winning one 
m ore state -  Punjab -  the dirty tricks depart­
ment o f  the BJP went into an overdrive against 
Kejriwal. Two AAP ministers are currently in 
ja il, linked to cases o f  com iption  and under 
other provisions. Cases are before the court. If  
these are genuine eases, Kejriwal and his party 
should pay a  heavy price as they had won polls 
on the plank o f  fighting corruption.

The ccntral governm ent must avoid acting 
in a partisan m anner against the opposition-led 
governments. Sincc 2014, it has attempted to 
have a  Congrcss-M ukht Bharat. It is clear by 
now that this is impossible. The Congress party 
outwitted the BJP in Karnataka in the recent 
polls and a similar scenario is likely in Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh in the assembly polls by 
this year-end.

The Shillong Times car­
ried a news item on the NITI 
Ayog report which shows that 
Meghalaya is ranked as the 
sccond poorest state in the 
country. This however docs 
not surprise many as people 
who arc acquainted with the 
development activities in 
the state are also aware o f 
the ground realities. The sad 
fact is that the general public 
continues to be poor while 
the ruling class and their 
supporters arc getting richcr 
every day. While the people 
o f  the state arc poor, the only 
people who get rich arc the 
politicians and the high-level 
class which continue to pa­
tronise them. While the poli­
ticians and the bureaucrats 
continue to live in oblivion 
and a denial mode on this fact 
the poor in the state continue 
to get poorer.

The richest farmers 
in the country

In one ofthc panci discus­
sions during the G20 meeting 
at Shillong, a retired bureau­
crat proudly claimed that the 
farmers in Meghalaya arc 
the richcst in the country. I 
wondered how our farmers 
can be richer than the farmers

By HII Moltrmen
District Selection Commit­
tees in the districts, and other 
government agcncics, yet ev­
erybody is fighting for 1500 
government jobs. The senior 
officer is right in his observa­
tion, but the question that one 
needs to ask is why young 
people arc alwiys running for 
a government job. Why is it 
that the goal of every youth 
in the state is o land oneself 
a  government job? Not only 
job  seekers, even their par­
ents want their children to get 
a government job? The most 
unfortunate understanding is 
that the youth or their parents 
would not consider them as 
employed until it is a gov­
ernment job. The question is 
what makes government jobs 
very attractive to the youths 
o f  the state?

The charm o f  a cozy government Job
Ever)1 yoing person in 

the state d ra m s  to land a 
government job; the reason is 
the comfort and the security 
that the job  offers. Unlike 
o ther jo b s which include

where the staff will only 
attend officc oncc or twice 
a week or only on a market 
day in the area. Staff who arc 
appointed in the field always 
have a field day. Very often 
the staff in the field arc not 
even required to attend to 
their jobs every day. It looks 
like the government offices 
arc already over-staffed. 

M ake government 
jobs less attractive 

If the government wants 
to lessen the charm o f  the 
government job and to make 
them less attractive, then it 
should do a complete make­
over and change all govern­
ment jobs to work under a 
contract basis. It is also time 
that the government pays the 
workers based on the jobs 
they do and the employee’s 
performance. It should en­
sure that there should not 
be a pay disparity between 
a government job. a contrac­
tual. and even a worker in the 
private sector. To reduce the 
charm o f  the government job. 
the government should also

“The swl fact is that the general public 
continues to be poor while the ruling 
class and their supporters are getting 

richer every day. While the people o f llie 
state are poor, the only people who get 

rich are the politicians and the high-level 
class which continue to patronise them. 
While the politicians and the bureaucrats 
continue to live in oblivion and a denial 
mode on this fact the poor in the state 

continue to get poorer. ”

H atred  b re ed s  so c io  cu ltu ra l and  
m en tal a b e rra tio n s  all a lo n g

Civil society and political 
parties have to be vigilant 

after M anipur
By Dr Arun Mitra

W hither
PolygynyEditor.

The news item. "Polyg­
yny rate highest in M e­
ghalaya: Report.” which 
was featured in the 21st July edition of The Shillong 
Times made me contemplate 
and analyze the iruth behind 
this alarming hformalion. 
Yes, wc understand that the 
report was prepared by the 
reputed and deemed to be 
University, International 
Institute o f  Population Stud­
ies (IIPS) .Mumbai which is 
an Autonomous Organiza­
tion under the Ministry o f 
Health and Family Welfare. 
1 lowever. after carcfully go­
ing through the rcpon. one 
finds a few statements that 
arc misleading and also the 
usage o f  a technical concept 
like Polygyny to brand the 
State o f  Meghalaya must 
be based on more robust 
research.

The first line of the re­
port states • “Contrary to 
popular belief. Christians as 
a religious grotp arc more 
polygamous than Muslims 
or Hindus and matrilincal 
Meghalaya has an extreme 
rate o f  polygamy, more than 
any other part of the coun­
try" which is an overrated 
statem ent. Meghalaya iscomprised o f  no: only CKris­
tian population whereas

the data has shown a com­
parison o f  only 3 religious 
communities. Whether other 
indigenous faith o f  these 
communities were also taken 
into consideration in the 
study? Religion cannot be the 
only yardstick on the basis 
o f  which such conclusions 
can be drawn. Whether the 
study was earned out with 
proper scaling techniques 
and what were die parameters 
used while conducting the 
research that have resulted in 
such statistics and data ?

Secondly, it has been 
mentioned that the report 
was based on "statements of 
married women who stated 
that their husbands had other 
wives besides themselves." 
Can statistical data be based 
on such subjective analysis 
o f  a few married women and 
conclusions drawn?The third 
point which is quite perplex­
ing is the usage o f  the term 
Polygyny. While the defini­
tion o f  Polygyny is correctly 
given in the report, however 
in the last few lines it says-" 
I hc study indicates that po- 
lygynous marriages are more 
prevalent among women". It 
is not women who arc po- 
lygynous but the men o f  this 
society. Hence I think there's 
a slight confusion with the 
usage o f  very term Polygyny 
which is both misleading and 
confusing. Polyandry is the 
term used for a woman who

in Punjab or elsewhere in the 
country. Now the NUT Ayog 
rcpon came like a bolt from 
the blue, and it has shockcd 
me more. The question is if. 
our farmers arc the richcst in 
the country, then how comc 
our state ranks sccond as the 
poorest state in the country? 
If the farmers as oflicials in 
the state always say. consti­
tute about 70% o f  the popu­
lation o f  the state, then the 
majority o f  the people in the 
state arc rich. And if  wc go 
by this logic then, i f  seventy 
percent o f  the population arc 
already very rich hence the 
state should be the richcst in 
the country.

The growing population  
o f unemployed youth  
On the sidelines o f  the 

G20 we also had a m eet­
ing with another senior bu­
reaucrat in the state who 
explained to us the unem­
ployment scenario in the 
state. The officer 1 think was 
referring to the job reserva­
tion issue in the state when he 
said that the state each year 
produces 30.000 to 40.000 
young people who arc look­
ing for jobs. It is true that if 
one only looks at the SSLC 
result; each year not less than 
thirty thousand students pass 
the examination and if  wc 
add an estimated number of 
school dropouts to that then 
ccnainly tlx; number of youth 
entering the job market in the 
state will increase by not less 
than 30,000 every year.

Ihc officer explained that 
the state can only generate 
less than 1500 government 
jobs through Meghalaya Pub­
lic Scrvicc Commission, the

marries more than one man 
at the same time.

Whether or not Matriliny 
is a factor for polygynous 
marriage is not a proven fact 
although anthropologists 
have noted that matrilincal 
system s do crcatc 'c o n ­
flicting allegiances’ within 
the household due to the 
residence pattern which is 
‘matrilocai’ where women 
and children are subsumed 
within the kin group o f  their 
maternal kins and the male 
spouses have little to say in 
family decisionsofhis wife’s 
fami ly. This could be one rea­
son as to why there is a high 
incidcncc o f  female-headed 
households in Meghalaya 
leading to feminization of 
poverty where helpless wom­
en especially in the rural 
areas look for a supporter 
and provider to her family 
-  but many a time this docs 
not happen through a proper 
marriage ceremony. The man 
and woman cohabit or live 
together. It is here that one 
has to be careful in using the 
term ‘polygyny’ which is a 
preferential type o f  marriage 
and does not mean the same 
as 'co-habitation' where a 
man may have abandoned his 
wife and goes to live with an­
other woman but not through 
a formal marriage ceremony 
and legitimate recognition o f 
both the parties.

For example among Kha-

contractual jobs, government 
posts guarantee a steady 
incomc to tlx; person and 
even if  the government has 
done away with providing 
pensions lo its employees, 
government employees arc 
p ro v id e d  pe n s io n s  th ro u g h  
their contribu.ions. Govern­
ment jobs also provide other 
allowances, health benefits, 
and incentives that employ­
ees in the other sectors arc 
denied. Government employ­
ees arc also easygoing and 
do not have to work as hard 
as employee* in different 
sectors. Even if  the person 
is not interested in a job and 
docs have the passion to do 
the work, the goal o f  every 
educated youth in the state is 
to get a government job.

Not only cocs a govern­
ment job offer job security, 
but one cannot deny the fact 
a government job is also not 
as demanding as a contractual 
one or working in a private 
enterprise. At the Blocks, 
thcrc arc government posts

sis . men have often been 
referred to as *U rang-khatar- 
lama* which m eans 'm en 
have the strength o f  twelve 
flags' but this does not entail 
them to have as many wives 
as they wish. In fact, mar­
riage is a sacred union that 
takes placc through mutual 
recognition of both the clans 
o f  the man and woman be­
fore they cntc- into a marital 
union (poi-kha--poi man). 
So the cone usion drawn 
by the rcpon should have 
referred to the fact that it is 
not polygyny but the number 
o f  eases where the union 
between one man with many 
women has increased.

However. >n the whole, 
the data and inform ation 
by the International Insti­
tute o f  Population Studies 
is commendable and is an 
cyc-opcncr especially for re­
search scholars and academi­
cians who wish to study the 
changes and transformations 
taking placc in matrilincal 
societies.

Youre etc., 
Prof. R.M Shangpliang 

NEHU. Shillong

M anipur 
violence a 
disgrace

Editor.
The time Ins comc when

provide the same benefits or 
perks for all its employees. 
This may sound radical and 
hard to digest even for the 
bureaucrats but. the question 
is w hether thcrc is an alter­
native to this?

The manta boy's Image
In another government 

meeting a certain high-rank­
ing o fficcr who had also 
worked in Assam shared 
with the group his percep­
tion about the men or par­
ticu larly  the young boys 
o f  the region. The group 
discussed the young people 
o f  the region reluctant to 
work outside the region. He 
shared stories o f  how young 
men who did well outside 
the state had to return to 
their native placc bccausc 
they want to be close to their 
mothers or the mothers want 
their sons to live near them.

He is right in his assump­
tion that in general men in 
the socicty arc quite lethargic 
and not as hardworking as the 
women folk. His argument is

we can no longer afford to 
indulge in communal vio­
lence. The time has comc 
for us to hang our heads in 
shame. What is happening 
in Manipur is a blot on our 
patriotism . No amount o f  
quibbling, finding fault with 
cach other can save us from 
the ignominy o f  having to 
face a situation in which 
citizens of Manipur where 
more than 160 people have 
lost their lives, several have 
been injured, two women 
being paraded naked and 
sexually assaulted. I feel 
em otionally and mentally 
upset by reading such hor­
rendous news, knowing this 
is the story o f  every woman 
in India irrespective of reli­
gion. age, and complexion. 
It is an indication o f  Ihc 
magnitude o f  corrosion o f  
our political life that the 
guard ian  o f  law  and o r­
der should themselves be 
ashamed of. It is a measure 
o f  the bankruptcy o f  our 
political life today that no 
political party has eared to 
go and camp in Manipur.

Our value system  has 
been shattered, and it is time 
wc thought o f  a genuine 
cultural revolution to fight 
against communalism in all 
its manifestations.

Yours etc..
Dr Omarlin Kyndiah 

Via email

based on the fact that in every 
meeting organized, women 
will always outnumber men. 
I suggested that even attend­
ing church, the women's pews 
are always full and the men's 
pews are always half empty. 
But the rcluctancc o f  young 
people to work outside the 
state may also have a connec­
tion with the tribal's general 
attitude to life.

T he d ifference in
perception o f  grow th
Perhaps it is the difference 

in our perception o f  the world. 
The modem scicntific way o f 
calculating the growth o f  the 
state is based on economics 
and numbers, whereas like 
many indigenous people, the 
most important thing for a 
tribal is the wellbeing o f  the 
family and the community. 
Hie modern way o f  calculat­
ing growth always led to over­
exploitation o f  resources. The 
goal o f  which is to cxtract 
more to get richcr and richcr which will help improve the 
economy, but the question is 
at what cost? Perhaps here 
lies the difference in under­
standing o f  growth and devel­
opment between the modem 
and the indigenous way.

This is perhaps best de­
scribed by the story about an 
investment banker that I read 
a long time ago. A certain 
investment banker went for 
a holiday with his wife to a 
small island. While taking his 
morning walk on thcbcach o f 
the island lie saw a man who 
was enjoying his early siesta. 
Ihc banker went to talk to the 
man and asked him what his 
profession is to which the man 
not surprisingly said that he is 
a fisherman. Hie banker then 
asked him why he was not out 
fishing in the sea. to which the 
man said "Well. I had fished 
in the morning and caught 
enough fish for my family’s 
consumption and little to sell 
in the market to buy for my 
family’s need”. The banker 
then asked him “Why don't 
you fish more so that you can 
buy yourself a boat?" the man 
asked the banker "What for’?" 
The Banker said “So that you can go fishing as much as you 
can." The fisherman again 
asked the hanker "what for"?" 
The Banker said “ that you 
buy yourself many boats and 
then a ship and go fishing in 
the deep water.” “What for? 
Asked the fisherman again?" 
“So that you can be rich like 
me and som etim es take a 
holiday and enjoy your life.” 
The fisherman then asked the 
banker. “ What the heck do 
you think I am doing now."

The banker's perception 
o f  happiness is that one has 
to get rich to become happy 
and he waited till he got rich 
to enjoy his life, while the 
fisherman enjoyed his life all 
along. In the human pursuit 
for wealth nature and the 
earth in general arc exploited 
and ultimately destroyed.

Men and 
cultural attire

Editor.
Apropos o f  the rcccnt 

commemoration o f  U Tirol 
Sing's death annivcrsay it 
w a s  a  sombre yet m e m o ra b le  
moment for our generation to 
remember the sacrifice o f  our 
freedom fighters. However, 
what was observed was the 
cultural imbalance in that the 
men present were all dressed 
up in suits with a jairtspong 
a traditional Khasi turban on 
their heads. What is intrigu­
ing is the hypocrisy o f  men 
dressed up in western attire 
while in every other event, 
women are expected to comc 
in their traditional wear which 
exposes the hypocrisy o f  our 
society where the rules arc 
different for both genders. 
The uniformity o f  dress code 
would have been better if both 
adhered to their rcspcctivc 
traditional attires. When will 
wc ever have a balanced ap­
proach as far us our cultural 
attire is concerned. Or will it 
ever happen?

Yours ctc., 
Monalisa Wankhar 

Via cmai
Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are the views o f the writers/ 
authors and not that of
Th* Shillong Time*

The video showing two 
women being paraded naked 
and molested by an unruly 
mob o f  males in Manipur has 
shockcd the whole country. 
It has brought shame to us 
worldwide. This has also 
exposed hollowness in our 
socicty winch takes pride in 
worshiping women as Devis. 
This has also brought to the 
lore socio-cultural degenera­
tion that ha* occurred and has 
highlighted male chauvinist 
attitudes lo use women as a 
tool. Above all it has exposed 
the insensitivity among the 
political ind bureaucratic 
structure inpower. This is the 
first ever inc idcnt o f  this level 
in independent India

Dubious silence o f  the 
Prime Minister for the last 79 
days sincc die violcncc erupt­
ed added to the surcharged 
atmosphere in the state. This 
led to hatred against cach 
other. Hatred towards others 
docs not happen automati­
cally but it is engineered and 
brewed in a planned man­
ner.

Thcrc f.rc always prob­

lems in socicty. Question is 
how wc project them or how 
wc try to deal with them 
and solve them. It is easy to 
blame the vulnerable sections 
o f  the socicty for various 
issues. Systematic propa­
ganda is unleashed against 
the other community. This is 
spread in a systematic man­
ner and a rnind-sct is created 
among the people against 
cach other.

Wc have seen this during 
the partition o f  India when 
nearly 25 hkh Hindus Mus­
lims and Sikhs were killed 
by M rb  riih«*r tip  In 1 X 
crorc People were forced to 
migrate from their placc to 
the other a'cas. But that was 
the time we were mlcd by the 
colonial misters who would 
not hesitate to resort to any 
dirtiest means to continue 
their power and hold. But 
wc arc an independent na­
tion now.

It was beyond imagination 
that in our country, which 
fought against colonial power 
and despite extreme poverty 
and illiteracy developed as a 
democratic country that such 
a situation would ever crop 
up. But signs o f  such events 
were becoming apparent in 
the last few years. A sys­
tematic propaganda against 
the minorities has been un­
leashed a id  hatred being 
spread. Violence in Gujarat in 
2002 in which 2500 Muslims 
arc said to have been killed 
and seven! women raped 
was a par: o f  this sinister 
game plan, Worst was when 
such killings were going on a 
section o f  ihc people includ­
ing the woncn rejoiced. Mr. 
Narcndra Modi who was 
Chief M inster at that time

kept mum for several days 
and let the Carnage go on.

Such pcrnicious propa­
ganda in the last few years 
has led to communal divi­
sion in the society. So much 
the people are engrossed by 
the propaganda that they lose 
human feelings and feel no 
pain when the people whom 
they hate arc subjcctcd to 
violcncc. even killings. The 
victim and the family facc 
humiliation, extreme men­
tal stress and develop Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
They lose interest in any 
thing in life; develop suicid­
al tcndencics and rev engeful 
attitude. They get angry for 
no reason even on their nears 
and dears on trivial issues. 
Those who have been sub­
jcctcd lo physical violence 
keep on lingering for want 
o f  healthcare. W hen the 
state is insensitive or per­
petrator. things arc worse. 
People lose faith in the state 
machinery and do not ap­
proach them for redress of 
their grievances, rather try 
to solve themselves. This is

an anarchic situation in any 
socicty.

Such situations destroy 
harmony in the socicty built 
through several decades of 
hard work. It takes dccadcs 
to rebuild a harmonious 
relationship. It is the task of 
saner elements in the socicty 
to comc forward to spread 
the message of love, brother- 
hood sistcrhood. respect to 
all particularly the women, 
children and the elderly, and 
respect the belief o f  others. It 
is important to develop sci­
cntific temper in the socicty 
hascd on oneness o f  humans. 
The negative forces spread 
obscurantism and harp on 
thcancicnt glory. They try to 
devoid the people o f  know l­
edge; instead feed them with 
self-conceived and manufac­
tured ideas. This is what was 
done by Hitler in Germany 
which led to the killing of 
over 8 million Jews, com­
munists. trade unionists and 
socialists am ong others. 
Similar things were repeated 
in Rwanda where over 8 
lakh people were killed in 
just 100 days in 1994 after a 
hate campaign among Hutu 
and Tutsi tribes.

Let us not let this happen 
in our country lest it starts 
falling apart, it is important 
that the constitutional bod­
ies. bureaucracy, policc and 
judiciary and others become 
proactive to save the consti­
tution. Civil socicty and so­
cial reformers have hard task 
ahead to take up the cause 
to save the idea o f  India for 
which thousands o f  our free­
dom fighters laid down their 
lives and laid foundation o f  a 
secular, democratic, socialist 
republics I f’A service)

“Such pernicious propaganda in the 
last few years has led to communal 
division in the society. So much the 

people are engrossed by the 
propaganda that they lose human 

feelings and feel no pain when the 
people whom they hate are subjected 
to violence, even killings. The victim 

and the family face humiliation, 
extreme mental stress and develop 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. They 
lose interest in any thing in life; 
develop suicidal tendencies and 

revengeful attitude. They get angry 
for no reason even on their nears and 

dears on trivial issues. Those who 
have been subjected to physical 

violence keep on lingering fo r want o f  
healthcare. When the state is insensitive 

or perpetrator, things are worse. ”
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“  Violence, even well intentioned, 
always rebounds upon oneself. ”

—  M artin Luther King, Jr.
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Politics of Internet Shutdow n
IN TERN ET shutdown is a  new technique ad­
opted by state governments when there is break­
down o f  law ar.d order and violence erupts in any 
part o f  the country. T he latest is M anipur where 
the internet has been shut dow n for m onths in 
what can be termed a gross violation o f  the citi­
zen’s righLs such as right to receive information; 
to online work, banking transactions and keep­
ing in touch with family and employers. Women 
face more problems when the internet is banned 
because their bodies are targeted as locations 
for violence and if  that happens they have no 
way o f  quickly inform ing anyone. W hat about 
pregnant women in labour and needing urgent 
help? The alibi trotted out by governments is that 
internet shutdown is imperative to quell rumours 
that could  escalate the violence. W hile this can 
happen for a day o r two, shutting the internet for 
months exposes governm ent’s inability to tackle 
violence largely due to intelligence failure. Each 
tim e there is a conflict the police behave as if 
they are seeing the situation for the first time 
and there is no established procedure.

The m edia are the first to suffer the conse­
quences o f  internet shutdow n as new s from the 
conflict zone does not filter out. In conflict situ­
ations the perpetrators o f  violence can carry  on 
their ugly acts o f  rape and sexual m olestation 
undeterred. What is w orse about M anipur is that 
there was a selective shutdown because the C'M's 
office and the departm ents adjaccnt to the VIP 
areas w ere connected. This again is injustice 
because citizens cannot access rights that their 
so-called rulers have access to. In India we are 
quickly forgetting that the elected are not rul­
ers. They are public servants. This m atter needs 
serious attention.

Shutting  down internet each tim e there  is 
a collapse o f  ihe governance system  is aim ed 
at provid ing  a cover-up  for tho se that have 
botched up the system. Mad internet not been 
barred those videos from  the hills o f  M anipur 
would have surfaced over two m onths ago and 
the horror could have been addressed speedily. 
Other offences too could have been nipped in 
the bud. The media would have had free access 
to record and inform people across the country 
on how  the events are shaping up. Extremist 
groups in the Imphal Valley who were actually 
allowed to loot thousands o f  guns and the modus 
operandi thereof would also have been recorded 
by m edia persons. Even the burning and loot­
ing o f  homes o f  non-M eiteis would have been 
reported timely.

Indigenous peoples’ rights 
vs. Jaidbynriew politics

The rcccnt video o f  two 
Kuki-Zomi women being 
paraded naked and raped by 
a Meitei mob has finally been 
able to do what the death o f 
more than 140 people, which 
ineluded a brutal behead­
ing of. again, a Kuki-Zomi 
youth by Meitei miscreants 
couldn't achieve: It got the 
Prime Minister o f  the coun­
try. Narendra Modi, to finally 
speak out. O f course, even 
when speaking about the 
incident. Modi mentioned 
Rajasthan and Chattisgarh 
in an attempt to deflect the 
blame from his own party, 
which rules in Manipur. This 
was reminiscent o f  the way 
right-wing groups in the USA 
tried to play down the * Black 
Lives Matter* movement by 
putting forward the counter 
narrative o f ‘All Lives Mat­
ter’. This was an attempt to 
deny the historical injustice 
ihat black people faced and 
are still facing in the USA.

W hile it is indeed true 
that people o f  all races and 
creeds have suffered all man­
ner o f  from injustices, it is 
also equally true that there 
arc certain groups that have 
historically been targeted 
and deprived o f  their rights 
and territories. One o f  such 
groups arc the indigenous 
peoples, who are among the 
most m arginalised in the 
world. Though they consti­
tute just 6.2% o f the w orld's 
population, they represent 
18.7 pcrccnt o f  people liv­
ing in extreme poverty (de­
fined as people living below 
USS1.90 a day) and arc more 
than twice as likely to be in 
extreme poverty compared to 
their non-indigcnous coun­
terparts. This appalling state 
o f  affairs is exacerbated by 
the fact that oppression and 
discrimination still continue 
to this day; and it docs not 
appear that they will go away 
anytime soon. India is no 
exception.

Just before the Manipur 
video surfaced, there was 
another video making the 
rounds: the videoofan uppcr- 
castc man urinating on a trib­
al person in Madhya Pradesh. 
The accused was promptly 
arrested, but the fact that 
such an incident took place 
brings to light the patronis­
ing attitude that many upper 
caste Hindus harbour when 
dealing with lower castes and 
tribals on the mainland. This 
is despite the fact that there 
are constitutional provisions 
that have been in place to 
protect the rights o f  tribals 
in the country, viz.. Articles 
15. 16. 19. 46. 335 (H.B.. 
Educational, Economic, and 
Public Employment-related 
Safeguards). 330. 332. 334, 
2431). 243T (ILC.. Politi­
cal Safeguards), and 338A 
(II.D.. Agency for Monitor-

By Bhogtorani Mawroh

ing Safeguards). A lot o f  it 
has to do wifi the fact that 
tribals in the country arc not 
being recognised by their true 
term, indigenous peoples, 
but instead are being termed 
scheduled tribes (ST). This 
is because the official posi­
tion o f  the Indian state is 
that, sincc independence, 
all Indians arc considered 
Indigenous.

This claim, o f  course, is 
not true, with historical and 
gcnctic cvidcncc irrevoca­
bly demonstrating that the 
present-day ration-state o f  
India has groups that arc 
descendants of populations 
that inhabited the sub-conti­
nent at the tiire o f  conquest, 
colonisation, or the establish­
ment o f  the present-day state 
boundary, i.e.. indigenous;
u n i ’ u f  i Ih im ; g i u u | »  b e in g  
the present-di.y tribes, with 
the Khasi-Jahtia and Garo 
being two o f  them. So. by just 
defining the tribes as ST, the 
true identity of the indigenous 
peoples has been taken away 
from them. Ako. the criteria 
employed for identifying ST 
groups in the country, viz., 
i) indication* o f  primitive 
traits, ii) distinctive culture.
iii) geograph cal isolation,
iv) shyness of contact with 
the community at large, and
v) backwardness, betray a 
highly patronising and pater­
nalistic outlook towards such 
groups. It is not a wonder that 
discrimination against them 
has continued to this date, 
making indigenous peoples 
one o f  the most marginalised 
groups in the country.

Oppression and discrimi­
nation against indigenous 
peoples have not gone unop­
posed. especially in the North 
Last, with mukiplc insurgen­
cies mountcc by different 
indigenous peoples groups 
in the region, beginning with 
the Naga. to protcct their land 
and identity. T ic present con­
flict in Manipur is also tied 
to the question o f  land and 
identity. At the same time, 
it exposes the distortion that 
can take place when the fight 
for the rights o f  indigenous 
peoples becomes deformed to 
resemble the Uetics and ideas 
they profess to fight against: 
racial injustice, bigotry, and 
communal discrimination. 
The latter is what is taking 
place in Manipur right now. 
It is no longer, if ever it was 
for any moment, about the 
rights o f  indigenous peoples, 
but pure hate siemming out o f 
ideas o f  racial superiority o f 
the majority (Mcitci) against 
a minority (Kuki-Zomi). In 
M eghalaya, wc have our 
own variant o f that, which 
is callcd the Jaidbynriew 
politics.

The ra tio n a le  beh ind  
the Jaidbynriew politics is 
very simple: there is a need 
to protcct the rights of the 
Khasi-Jaintia, and the ones 
threatening those rights are 
the non-Khasi-Jaintia. The 
outcome o f  such a rationale 
became apparent immediate­
ly afler Meghalaya attained 
statehood in 1972, with the 
state witnessing many riots 
(1979.1987.1992.and 1997) 
targeting the non-indigcnous 
population (known as non- 
tribals) o f  the state. Bengali 
and Nepali. This consequent­
ly resulted in thousands o f  
non-tribals leaving the state, 
with the Census reports re­
cording a constant decline of 
the non-tribal population in 
the State from 19.52% ( 1971) 
to 13.85% (2011). Although
■ acilt |KJ|>ululiwil flgUIOillC
not available bccausc the 
2021 Census was not con­
ducted due to COVID-19. it 
will be a surprise if  the trend 
docs not continue. But apart 
from the major riots, the 
non-indigcnous population 
o f  the state has been targeted 
in other ways as well, like 
restricting their employment 
opportunities, both in the for­
mal (government) and non- 
formal (taxi drivers, small 
businesses, etc.) sectors. I 
personally know two people: 
one was my senior and the 
other was my teacher, both of 
w hom were forced to resign 
from their jobs after they got 
the appointment bccausc they 
were non-indigcnous despite 
having been boot and brought 
up in the State.

I have also been told that 
non-indigcnous traders arc 
allegedly paying extortion 
money to groups for doing 
business in the city. And 
now there is a new target: 
the G aro. a fellow indig­
enous peoples group from 
the same State, who has been 
accused o f  depriv ing the Khasi-Jaintia o f  their right­
ful share o f  an extra 6-7% 
o f  the government jobs. And 
it is the last one specifically 
that highlights the limitations 
o f  the Jaidbynriew politics. 
Bccausc they sec enemies 
everywhere, they will always 
lack what the struggle for 
indigenous people’s rights is 
built upon: solidarity.

The fight about indig­
enous people’s rights is not 
against a certain community, 
indigenous or non-indigc­
nous. but against ideas that 
treat one group as inferior to 
another. Those were used as 
a rationale for justifying co­
lonialism and the wholesale 
dispossession and decima­
tion o f  indigenous peoples 
throughout the world. It was 
callcd  the ’W hite M an’s

Burden’. The Indian caste 
system, which dehumanises 
people belonging to lower 
castes and tribals. is another 
example o f  that. Bccausc it is 
a fight against ideas, it does 
not view the non-indigcnous 
as the enemy, as. in fact, a 
lot o f  the people who sup­
port and fight for the rights 
o f  indigenous people arc 
non-indigcnous. A very good 
example in the Indian case is 
the Constitution, which docs 
have very strong provisions 
for protecting the rights o f  In­
digenous peoples. The Sixth 
Schedule and Articles 371A 
and 371G for Nagaland and 
Mizoram, respectively, arc 
good examples in the North 
Last, along with the Constitu­
tional provisions for the STs 
in the country. These provi­
sions would not have been 
possible without the support 
o f  non-indigcnous peoples who debated these issues in 
the Constituent Assembly led 
by BR Ambedkar. As such, 
the struggle for indigenous 
people’s rights is built upon 
solidarity between indig­
enous and non-indigcnous 
peoples to build a society 
that is not plagued by racial 
discrimination, bigotry, and 
communal discrimination, 
something that the Jaidbyn- 
riew politics will always fall 
short of.

The most critical question 
is, however, how to differen­
tiate between the struggle for 
indigenous people’s rights 
and Jaidbynriew politics, as 
both can look very similar. 
The one rule o f  thumb that I 
follow and that others might 
also consider is that when­
ever there is an issue about 
a threat to land o r identity, 
look at the enemy who is be­
ing projcctcd as the source 
o f  the threat: is the enemy 
an entire community or a 
system or institution made 
up of ideas that arc inimical 
to indigenous peoples rights? 
For example, the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act. 2019. the 
forest Conservation (Amend­
ment) Bill. 2023. and the pro­
posed Uniform Civil Code 
are threats to indigenous 
people’s rights, not the non- 
indigcnous people, many of 
whom will also be victims 
o f  these legislations. Hence, 
solidarity is the answer, not 
hatred, which is on full dis­
play right now in Manipur. 
If wc instead fall prey to the 
Jaidbynriew politics, wc will 
be playing into the hands of 
our true enemies, who will 
indeed take away our rights. 
The choicc is therefore criti­
cal. and hopefully wc make 
the right one.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f  the 
author and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to any 
organization or institution)

Who will smoke 
the pipe of peace?

By Barnes Mawrie
The violence in Manipur 

state is going on unabated 
and crimes are being re­
ported daily. It is very heart­
rending to listen to the pa­
thetic sto-ics of individuals 
and families who are victims 
o f  this ethnic clash. Even the 
women arc not spared and 
wc have witnessed such ap­
palling and inhuman crimes 
against them. It is sad to say 
that this ethnic conflict has 
touched ihc deep ethos of 
both communities. It will 
remain in the historical con­
sciousness o f  generations to 
comc. As a tribal myself, I

say “healing can only take 
placc from within and not 
from without." Leaders from 
both affcctcd communities 
should com c together to 
smoke the pipe o f  peacc. 
First o f  all, there is need for 
sincerity and honesty when 
coming to the dialogue. A 
great sense o f  humility is 
nccessary so as to accept 
one’s own community's fault 
and beg forgiveness from 
cach other. Any arrogancc 
or sclf-rightcous attitude 
will only end in a fruitless 
dialogue. What the ccntral 
government authorities and

“/ /  will remain in the historical consciousness 
o f  generations to come. As a tribal m yself 

I empathize with my fellow  tribal victims and  
as a fellow Northeasterner I  fe e l  ashamed that 
such inhuman crimes are being perpetrated in 

our beloved region. ”
empathiz; with my fellow 
tribal vic ims and as a fel­
low Northeasterner I feel 
ashamed lhat such inhuman 
crimes are being perpetrated 
in our beloved region.

The heinous crimes com­
mitted arc not easy to be 
forgiven or forgotten. I am 
afraid that the seed o f  enmity 
or mistrust to say the least, 
has been sown in these com­
munities. The question now 
is how do we bring the two 
contmun ties to the table 
o f  reconciliation. There arc 
already some attempts by 
NGOs anil church organiza­
tions to iddrcss this issue, 
but I believe that such a deep 
wound cannot be healed 
by outsiders, although they 
be churct. bodies and well- 
intended. In my hum ble 
opinion, reconciliation can 
only be done by leaders of 
both respective communi­
ties. Suet leaders must not 
be those who have fallen in 
grace like the present Chief 
Minister Shri Bircn Singh 
whose sincerity is in great 
do ub t. H e c an  n e v e r  b e  the
ncgotiatii^ voice o f  his com­
munity as he is perceived as 
a perpetrator o f  the present 
crisis. 1 coubt whether the 
Prime Minister himself will 
be able to bring solution to 
this im pose as he is also 
implicated in this by his re­
sounding silence. Therefore, 
to do this task we need lead­
ers from tvithin these com­
munities who arc o f  great 
integrity (both secular and 
religious) well respected and 
accepted by all the members 
o f  the communities. They arc 
the ones who will carry the 
voicc and scntimcntsof their 
com m unities. O nly such 
leaders cm quell the flame 
o f  hatred so conspicuous in 
both communities.

In such conflicts, as they

the other NGOs can do is 
only to facilitate the proccss 
o f  dialogue. In this regard, 
the socio-cultural as well as 
religious leaders from both 
com m unities would do a 
better job than their political 
leaders.

This conflict has to end 
by all means and both com­
m unities cannot afford to 
allow this enmity to go on 
indefinitely. Too many inno­
cent lives have been lost; too 
many people have suffered 
and too much property has 
been destroyed. Above all. 
peace and harmony have 
been sacrificed for nothing 
absolutely. Soul searching 
for both com m unities is 
very much needed here. 
They should ask themselves 

what have wc gained from 
all this violence? Oncc again. 
1 would reiterate that coming 
to the table o f  reconciliation 
is an urgent need and this re­
sponsibility lies with the true 
leaders o f both communities. 
Wc members o f  other tribal 
communities o f  this region, 
only hope and pray that good
sense prevails and soon we 
would see both the Meiteis 
and the Kukis shaking hands 
with each other and living 
oncc again like brothers and 
sisters. A word o f  caution to 
all our tribal brothers and 
sisters o f  Northeast India 
beware of hostile elements 
both within and without who 
arc trying to sow the seed of 
hatred and division among 
our people. Let us nip them 
in the bud lest we suffer the 
same fate as Manipur does 
today. Let me end with the 
quote o f  Nelson Mandela 
who says “in the end recon­
ciliation is a spiritual proccss 
which requires more than 
just a legal framework. It has 
to happen in the hearts and 
minds o f  people."

M anipur
outrage

Editor,
Recent events in Manipur 

have been horrifying enough to keep us sleepless ut night. 
It is hard to stomach further 
new s o f  depravities and 
brutalities, like tapes, be­
headings. and torture. The most recent event o f  the 
Kuki women being publicly 
humiliated and then gang- 
raped. leaves on; speech- 
less with horror. To call this 
violcncc identity politics is 
to sanitize it, missing the 
harsh reality lhat il is. in fact, 
a barbaric breach o f  human 
rights.

For New Delhi to hit 
back at the EU. for its par­
liamentary resolution against 
violcncc in Manipur, proves 
how unethical and outdated 
BJP style anti-westemism 
and anti-colonialism have 
become. Given Manipur's 
devastating brcacies o f  hu­
man rights, anybody in the 
world has the right to pro­
test these violations. This 
includes Britain. India's for­
mer colonizer. Th; west too 
has its barbarism against 
women -• but for the most 
part, it is not idcnity based. 
Besides, the west has, in its 
own history, fought hard for 
democracy and basic human 
rights. So it has every right to protest this outrage in 
Manipur. Quite as India has 
the right to protest western 
evils, like the 2020 murder

o f  George Floyd.
Indian women and men 

(especially non-idcological 
Hindus) should hold a day 
o f  silcncc and mourning in 
solidarity with these poor 
sufferers in Manipur. Even if some o f  the Kuki people 
arc refugees from Myanmar
— so w hat? The refugee de­
serves our compassion and 
refuge -- not abuse, torture, 
rape, or violcncc.How' will these women 
recover from their trauma? 
Will they ever be able to 
return to normal life? I hope 
their families and commu­
nities support than  in their 
hour o f  need.

Like Nero fiddling while 
Rome burnt. Mr. Modi kept 
silent all these weeks. Isthis 
because the Meiti people arc Hindus while the Kukis are 
Christians? Finally he has 
spoken. But to many o f  us. 
it seems like it is too little, 
too late.

Yours ctc., 
Dccpa Majumdar.

Via email
N E H U ’s 

notification on 
implementation  
o f N EP2020 in 

UG, wrong
Editor.The notification issued 

by Dcbasish Chowdhury, 
O fficer on  Special Duty 
(OSD), College Develop­

ment Council, vide letter no 
CDC NEP2020 2022-1578, 
dated July 12. 2023 to the 
principals o f  all the affili­
ated colleges is wrong and 
grossly  m isleading. The 
Academic Council (AC) of 
NEHU, the highest authority 
o f  the University on aca­
demic matters, in its 110th 
meeting never dccidcd to 
implement the NEP2020 in 
UG from the current aca­
demic year (2023-24). On 
the contrary, it was resolved 
in the meeting that at the 
most, it can be implemented 
from 2024-25. I think the 
Principal's Council, the State 
Government, the MCTA, the 
student's bodies, the parents 
and socicty at large should 
take to task the OSD for 
spreading lies and bringing 
had name to the AC and the 
University and playing with 
the future o f  students o f  
Meghalaya and others.

The m em bers o f  AC. 
particularly representing the 
colleges and the principals 
and their representatives, 
have argued in the 110th 
m eeting held on 19th o f  
May 2023 that the colleges 
were not prepared to imple­
ment the NEP 2020 from 
the current academic year 
since the proccss o f  issuing 
o f  prospect us and admission 
process based on existing 
system was almost complete 
in most o f  the colleges and 
they required more time to 
implement the new system. 
Understanding the unpre-

parcdncss o f  ;ol leges sincc 
the Ordinance and the Cur­
riculum Structure on the new 
system was finalized only in 
this AC meeting, these argu­
ments were sipported by the 
majority o f  the members o f  the AC.

A pparently , the Vice 
C h a n c e llo r  (V C )-P ro f . 
Prabha Shankar Shukla, 
who is the Clairman o f  the 
Council, wanted to imple­
ment the NEP2020 from this 
academic session in spite o f 
theexpressed inability o f  the 
colleges to do so and want­
ed to bulldoze the Council 
which was vehemently op­
posed by the members o f  
the Council. I was present 
in that meeting and was the 
OSD.CDC. It w as clearly 
understood and settled in 
the meeting that at the most 
the NEP2020 for UG will be 
implemented from 2024-25. 
Moreover, this stand was in 
line with the stand o f  the 
State Government which 
has the administrative and 
regulatory authority over 
colleges. NEHU being an 
affiliating University only 
regulates academic matters 
after the approval by its AC 
and the Exccuiivc Council. 
If the new NEP2020 syllabus 
is forcefully implemented 
from 2023. for students and 
parents, it will be akin to 
purchasing tickets to watch 
Barbie or Oppcnhcimcr but 
instead shown an unrclcascd

I am happy to see that the 
MCTA and NEHU Student’s 
Union have opposed this 
m ovcofthc University and I 
am sure very soon the NEHU 
Teachcr’s Association and 
the Meghalaya Tribal Teach­ers ' Association (MeTTA- 
NEHU) will also comc out to 
oppose this arbitrary action 
o f  the OSD and the Vice 
Chancellor in the larger in­
terest o f  the students. Indeed, 
the current Vice Chancellor 
is fast accumulating wrong­
doings in just two years of 
his tenure and has attempted 
to bulldoze his decisions 
ignoring the set rules and 
procedures. Recently the 
appointment o f  Controller 
o f  Examination was ques­
tionable. Moreover, he has 
appointed a staft'in his office 
and a cook for his residence, 
both brought from outside 
the State and appointed with­
out any advertisement and 
selection committee, in spite 
o f  the presence o f  several 
staff at his disposal within 
the University and a regular 
cook for the VC's residence. 
There are many more and 
the latest being the ongoing 
recruitments o f  faculty in 
the University where sev­
eral anom alies have been 
reported from various de­
partments. The most glaring 
being the recruitment to the 
post of Professor in the De­
partment o f  Zoology under 
the School o f  Life Sciences. 
A candidate has been short­

listed and interviewed who 
was not eligible to be callcd 
for the interview. He is a 
non-teaching staffof NEHU 
with no teaching experience 
and no cxpericncc o f  guid­
ing PhD students and yet he has been interviewed. Ap­
parently. it is in connivance 
o f  the Head o f  the Depart­
ment o f  Zoology, The Dean, 
School o f  Life Sciences and 
the IQAC Director, who arc- 
all members o f  the Screen­
ing C om m ittee w ith the 
knowledge o f  the VC. If such 
unqualified candidates arc 
selected, it will degrade the 
sanctityofthe post ofProfes- 
sor and seriously compro­
mise the teaching-Ieaming 
and research activities of 
the department and the Uni­
versity as a whole. This is 
just one case, you can guess 
how many more there are. 
Harping on these eligibility 
criteria and quality, many 
senior faculties o f  the Uni­
versity were not promoted 
as Professors from their due 
dates under the same VC 
in previous interviews. I 
hope the VC is not waiting 
for an all-out revolt by the 
University fraternity and the 
socicty at large against his 
dictatorial attitudes against 
the State o f  Meghalaya and 
its students.

Yours etc.
A responsible Member of 

the Acadcmic Council, 
NEHU

(Name withheld on request)

Neglected  
roads: Call 

for a com plete  
repair

Editor.
I am writing to draw at­

tention toa concerning issue 
that is impacting the safety 
and well-being o f  citizcns. 
The haphazard state o f  the 
roads front Umiam towards 
Nongsdcnvhich is 2 km long 
is causing many problems 
to commnters. While some 
roads have undergone partial 
repair during the G20 meet, 
a distressing number remain 
neglected and in dire need 
o f  attention. 1 urge the rel­
evant authorities to address 
this situaiion promptly and 
carry out eomplctc repairs to 
ensure the safety and conve­
nience ofall citizcns.

Over the past few months, 
we have observed road repair 
projects initiated. While wc 
appreciate the efforts to ad­
dress the deteriorating roads, 
it is disheartening to see that 
only certain sections have 
been repaired while others 
have been left unattended. 
As a result, the condition o f 
the unrepaired portions has 
worsened, creating liazatd- 
ous conditions for motorists 
and pedestrians alike.

The road that leads to

several S tate and Ccntral 
ofliccs has been in a state of 
incomplete disrepair for far 
too long. This dire situation 
has not only caused exten­
sive damage to vehicles but 
may also led to accidents and 
injuries, posing a significant 
risk to public safety. Em­
ployees who use this road to 
reach their workplaces facc 
daily challenges, putting a 
strain on their physical and 
mental well-being. Commut­
ing on this damaged road re­
sults in increased travel time, 
stress, and fatigue, making 
it difficult for them to focus 
on their professional duties 
once they finally arrive at 
their offices.

M oreover, the neglect 
o f  these roads sends a dis­
couraging message to resi­
dents and visitors alike. An 
infrastructure reflects the 
commitment o f  the govern­
ment to the well-being o f  its 
citizens. By leaving these 
roads partially repaired and 
in disarray, we are compro­
mising not only the aesthet­
ics but also the reputation of 
our city.

Yours ctc., 
R. Sarki 
Shillong

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers’ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times
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'4 Our const it uen ts deserve better than 
narrow-minded political games.”

—  Stephen Fincher
The Shillong T im es

Vi< NocLXV NoJ44
Court on trial

NO system is perfect; and the scope for improve­
ment is all too evident across the board. For, 
imperfection is in the law o f  nature. This is so 
with our governing system s -- and prominently 
with thejudicial system. The last hope for justice 
in all societies lies with thejudiciary. Curiously, 
today, there too are the rotten apples and system 
flaws. A new research done jointly  by academi­
cians from within and abroad about the way the 
Indian Judicial System works lias zeroed in on 
the well-known possibility for “m anipulations" 
within the system; namely the ‘m aster o f  ros­
ter* powers that is at the command o f  the chief 
justices. The researchers, w ho cam e up with a 
book titled Court on Trial, note that this pow er 
could be misused by CJIs to “strategically influ­
ence the outcome o f  important cases.” CJIs are 
seen to have a greater say than the o ther judges 
in deciding the coursc o f  justice in important 
matters, the book has noted.

As a  matter o f  fact, if  the CJI wields more 
powers than the other judges, this in itself cannot 
be faulted. I Ic or she should have a  greater say as 
is the case with any entity at the apex o f  which 
sits a ‘chief’ executive. Irrespective o f  whether 
the Constitution granted such a privilege to the 
CJI o r not, the head o f thejudicial system should 
be carrying with him  m ore authority than the 
o ther judges. It cannot also be faulted if  the CJI 
exercises his powers in ways as lo balance equa­
tions in sensitive cases, as in the Babri Masjid 
dispute, o r other cases o f  prime importance. A 
CJI will be foiling in his duty to the nation if  he 
acts like a machine without a mind o f  his own 
or does not exercisc his sense o f  judgm ent in 
the best interests o f  the society. W ritten rules 
should com e only next.

However, the fact is that the Indian judiciary 
is plagued by m ore serious problem s. Cases 
in our courts go  on and on for dccades, which 
is tantamount to an outright denial o f  justice. 
This is more a  norm than an aberration. Cases 
are postponed for the umpteenth time, with no 
questions asked. Courts o r investigating agen­
cies should not be taking their sweet time to 
dispense with justice. M anipulations are sus­
pected at high levels where eases arc assigned to 
‘selcct’judges. The book notes that the CJIs sit 
themselves on larger numbers o f  benches than 
are justifiable. Worse, the long-awaited judicial 
reforms, to set many wrongs right, are not be­
ing attempted at all. Questionable mechanisms 
are adopted vis-a-vis the proccss o f  selection 
o f  judges. Reforms are imperative and the only 
way forward

Railway, ILP and Influx
I ts  the 23rd o f  July 2023. 

The sky was clear and the 
weather was perfect for an 
outing. So with my family wc 
dccidcd to drive tip to Sohra 
to visit some o f  the pictur­
esque waterfalls. Trailing 
along with the long queue o f 
vehicles wc drove for about 
an hour and then took the di­
version road that would take 
us to the "Dain-thlcn Falls''. 
The poor and dilapidated 
condition o f  this road made 
the ride bumpy but somehow 
we made it to our destina­
tion. To our utter surprise, 
a police constable stationed 
at the entry point to the fall, 
stopped us from proceeding 
further and politely told us 
that the District Administra­
tion has prohibited the entry 
o f  person/persons (includ­
ing domestic and foreign 
tourists) into the area. The 
reason being that, two Dorbar 
Shnongs around the "Dain- 
thlen" and “Wei Sawdong" 
area are at loggerheads, stak­
ing claim o f  ownership over 
these places. Our hearts sank. 
Having travelled so far and 
enduring the bumpy ride, wc 
were not permitted to sec the 
waterfalls. Can you imagine 
the disappointment o f  tour­
ists having travelled all tlte 
way from different parts of 
the country and the world, to 
visit Meghalaya and to see 
these famed waterfalls being 
denied entry? What a shame! 
Is this how wc promote tour­
ism? Sadly, wc had no other 
option but to drive back. On 
the way we stopped at the 
“Misty Hills" restaurant for 
lunch. Tl>e place was jammed 
packed with tourists and it 
took us awhile before wc 
could find a table.

What I noticed at the park­
ing lot o f  tlte restaurant were 
tourist taxis. SUVs. LMVs 
and tourist buses all bearing 
Assam Vehicle R egistra­
tion plates. There were very 
few Meghalaya tourist taxis. 
Lunch over, it was time to 
drive back home. The large 
number o f tourists visiting 
Sohra on any given day has 
to be witnessed first-hand to 
really appreciate the growth 
o f  tourism in our State. But 
oncc again, all along the road 
I noticed that nearly all the 
vehicles bore the Assam State 
Registration numbers. With 
my daughter driving at snail 
pace following the long line 
o f  vehicles I sat back relaxed 
and started to think. What 
If wc were to have our own 
Rail I lead in the outskirts o f 
Shillong City?

Presently, domestic and

By PD Nongrum
international tourists with 
plans to visit the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills cither land at 
the Guwahati airport or dis­
embark at the Guwahati rail­
way station. From Guwahati 
they hire Assam tourist taxis 
to travel lo Shillong and to 
visit the \ario is tourist spots 
in and around the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills

If Shillong kvcre to Itavc its 
own railhead n the outskirts 
o f  the city, I a n  sure our local 
city cabs and tourist taxis will 
throng the tai way station to 
ferry passengers from there 
to their hotels, homestays, 
to Laitlum. Dawki. Sohra. 
Khlich Tyrshi Thadlaskien. 
Nongkhnum. Lum Shillong, 
Mattilang Park and to many 
more tourist spots. Like cab­
bies lining up at the Railway 
station to ferry passengers, I 
can also pictirc tmcks. pick­
up vans loading up goods 
from the railway godowns 
and transporting them to the 
different places in the Khasi, 
Jaintia and Ri Bhoi Districts

Today Garo Hills already 
has a railhead it Mcndipathar. 
What if  wc as citizen acccpt 
the offer o f  tlx Government 
of India to bring the railways 
to Hast Khasi Hills District? 
What if  food grains, essential 
commodities, construction 
materials, fertilizers, cattle 
and poultry feed ct al arc 
brought into tic State by rail? 
Will the farmers. traders and 
consumers net benefit from 
the chcapcr cost o f  goods?

P resently  cabbies arc 
complaining, that Assam 
transporters arc hogging all 
the benefit from our tourist 
industry. Consumers com­
plain to die high cost o f  living 
which can be attributed to 
the exceedingly high road 
transportation cost. Consid­
ering all these factors, will it 
then not be beneficial to all 
if  wc were to have our own 
railhead. I air sun: many o f 
us icalisc and timlciM.mil 
this w ry w cl. I am simply 
appealing to everyone to 
think rationally. But what 
about Influx ind Inner line 
Permits (ILP)?

Being an avid angler, sincc 
most o f  our rivers arc devoid 
o f  large game fish, twicc in a 
year, my friends and 1 would 
travel to Anmachal Pradesh 
and spend a couple o f  days 
fishing the rivers in Arunach- 
al which are still pristine 
and unpolluted. But to enter 
Anmachal one needs to have 
an Inner L ire Permit. So

you log on to the Arunachal 
Pradesh government website, 
choose ILP application link, 
fill up the ILP form, pay for 
the pent)it fees online click 
the send button and then 
wait for a few days to get the 
ILP. On one occasion it took 
us nearly a week to get the 
permit, reason being that for
2 days in between the date 
we applied for the ILP. the 
offices in Arunachal were 
elosed bccausc o f  the official 
holidays. Armed with ILP. if 
wc were to head for Pasighat. 
wc w ould set off early in the 
morning sincc it takes 14 to
15 hours to reach Pasighat. 
On many occasions by the 
time we reach the Assam • 
Arunachal border it 's  late 
evening and thcrc is hardly 
any checking at the gates. 
But if  you were to travel to 
Bomdila and Tavvang the 
scenario is different. At the 
Bhalakpung border gate, the 
checking is very thorough. It 
would take around 10 min­
utes for each vchicle to be 
checked. Only after having 
chcckcd the validity of our 
ILP arc wc allowed to cross 
over into Arunaclial. Point I 
am trying to make here is that 
at some gates the authorities 
are slack and at another the 
time taken for scrutiny is 
pretty time consuming. So, 
if  entry to Meghalaya is lo 
be regulated with the ILP, the 
question is: Will it impede 
the smooth flow of traffic at 
the entry points to the State? 
Will it be a deterrent to the 
growth o f  tourism? Will it 
help prevent influx o f illegal 
immigrants into our State?

A Policc ollkcr oncc com­
mented that the real threat
to the N.E. States is. "the 
over-populated plains of 
Bangladesh and the under­
populated hills of the North 
Fast." As stakeholders of 
our State we must be very 
vigilant and pay heed to the
lluc .il>  o f  il lc i^ il i i im i i^ ia lio n
from the southern borders of 
our State. Migrants coming 
to our State in search of work 
can be regulated by existing 
Labour Laws.

Now, w hat about the 
Meghalaya Resident Safety 
and Security Act (MRSSA). 
the Land Transfer Act the 
KII ADC Bcnami transaction 
and Trading license Acts? 
Arc these acts not enough to 
safeguard the tribals* land, 
their identity, tradition and 
prevent demographic imbal­
ance in the State? Perhaps

we should honestly and care­
fully analyze these prev ailing 
safeguards wliich arc already 
in placc and demand that the 
authorities implement them 
strictly and effectively.

P resently  as Rangbah 
Shnong Jaiaw Shy iap Lumpy* 
llon. I can say that the Execu­
tive Committee o f  the Dorbar 
Shnong has always been 
very strict with the scrutiny 
o f person/persons who wish 
to reside in our locality. It is 
only after such scrutiny that 
the Dorbar Shnong registers 
them as tenants. If the MRS­
SA is implemented and all 
the Shnongs play their roles, 
sincerely and honestly, as 
guardians o f  the community, 
the Act can be an effective 
tool in preventing influx o f 
illegal immigrants. The Land 
Transfer Act has and will 
continue to be the strongest 
tool to prevent alienation o f 
o u r  la n d . N o n  ( io v o m n u n t i i l
Organizations (NGOs) can 
also play the role o f  sentinels 
o f the hills and remain ever 
vigilant. Violators o f  the 
Act should be brought to the 
notice o f  the Administration. 
Swift and stem action needs 
to be taken by the govern­
ment against violators.

As to the Implementation 
o f  the Bcnami transaction 
and Trading license Acts, 
greed has got the better o f 
us. Wc only haw  ourselves 
to blame for what wc arc 
now seeing around the mar­
kets and shopping places in 
Shillong City. Somehow in 
the rural markets things arc 
much better.

In summing up. the ques­
tions wc need to ask ourselves 
are: What ifwc arc open to the 
idea o f  bringing the railways 
to Khasi. Ri Bhoi and Jaintia 
hills? What arc the benefits 
wc can reap from having the 
railhead close lo the district 
headquarters? W'hat about 
existing laws? Arc they ad­
equate to protect our land, our 
livelihoods, our traditions our 
cuKtomK? Let uu all nit back 
and dunk rationally: carefully 
weigh the pros and cons o f 
any project before objecting 
to their implementation. It is 
our responsibility to endea­
vour to create opportunities 
for the present and future 
generations and at ihc same 
lime it is our duty to preserv e 
and protect the Land and 
Identity o f  U Hynniewtrcp 
Hynniewvvasa".

(The writer is form er po­
lice o fficer and presently 
the Rangbah Shnong. Jaiaw 
Shyiap. Lumpyllon)

Poorly
Organized

Inter-School
Taekwondo
Tournament
Editor.
1 write to express deep 

conccm regarding the rc- 
ccnt intcr-schoolTackwondo touriwmcnt for children aged 
X to 19 years, organized by 
Army Public School Umroi 
in collaboration with the 
Meghalaya Taekwondo As­
sociation. As a concerned 
parent. I feel it ii imperative 
to highlight llic serious issues 
that marred this supposedly 
celebratory event, which was
meant to be an opportunity 
for young athletes to show­
case their talents and skills.

To begin with, the tour­
nament's organization left 
much to be desired. It was 
distressing to witness an 
event meant fcr over 400 
participants unfold with 
such lack o f  preparation and 
foresight. The nost glaring 
concern was the sub-stan­
dard food prov dcd during 
the event, which can be best 
described as third-class. It is 
disheartening to see young 
participants, sonc as young 
as 8 years old, subjected to 
such conditions, risking their 
health and well-being due to 
inadequate nutrition.

Furthermore,the decision 
lo host the entire tournament 
in just two days seemed im­
practical and ill-conccivcd. With such a large number o f

participants, it was evident 
from the outset that time 
would be a constraint. Re­
grettably. this lack o f  proper 
scheduling and planning led 
to the event culminating at 
an unreasonable 5:30 a.m. 
in the m orning. Such an 
extended duration was not 
only physically and mentally 
taxing for the young athletes 
but it also put their safety at 
risk, particularly considering 
their age group.As a result o f  the disor­
ganized schedule and inad­
equate food provisions, it is 
deeply concerning that many 
o f  the participating children 
fell sick during the coursc 
o f  the tournament due to 
hunger and sleeplessness. 
These young athletes put 
in tremendous effort and 
dedication to compete, and 
it is truly distressing to sec 
their enthusiasm dampened 
by such preventable circum­
stances.

Moreover, the scarcity 
o f  time meant that some 
registered participants were 
unable to com pete at all, 
depriving them of the chance 
to showcase their talent and 
hard work. This is deeply 
unfair to those young ath­
letes who had trained and 
prepared for the event, only 
to have their dreams dashed 
due to poor planning and 
mismanagement.

In light o f  these issues, 
it is crucial for the organiz­
ing committcc o f  the Army 
Public School Umroi and the 
Meghalaya Taekwondo As­
sociation to take immediate 
action. It is imperative that 
they conduct a thorough re­

view o f  their organizational 
practices and implement 
ncccssary reforms to ensure 
the well-being o f  the young 
athletes and the success of 
future tournaments.

I urge the conccmcd au­
thorities to address these 
problems transparently and 
responsibly, taking into ac­
count the safety and welfare 
o f  the children. W'c must 
strive to create an environ­
ment that fosters hcalthy 
compctition. provides ad­
equate support to young 
athletes, and upholds the 
spirit o f  sportsmanship and 
fair play.

It is my sinccrc hope 
that this letter draws atten­
tion to the pressing issues 
faced during the inter-school 
Taekwondo tournament and 
initiates positive changes for 
future events. Our children 
deserve better, and wc. as 
a community, must work 
together to ensure that they 
arc given the opportunities 
they need to thrive.

Yours ctc., 
GG Momin.

A Parent 
Via email

Time to 
replace GDP  

with GPI
Editor.
The special artielc 'M e­

ghalaya Poorest State: Dif­
ference in Perception" by 
1111 Mohrmen. (ST July 24.
2023 made interesting read­ing. Mohrmen raised a very-

valid point tint, "if  the farm­
ers constitute 70 percent of 
the population o f  ihc Stale, 
then the majority o f  the 
people in the State arc rich".
1 think the retired bureaucrat 
who proudly proclaimed Ihat 
70 percent of the population 
depend on agriculture have 
not studied the composition 
o f  the population as p re­
sented in the Census o f  India 
for the State o f  Meghalaya. 
Hie last Census (2011 as the Ciovcmmcnt of India did not 
conduct Census survey in
2021 due to the pandemic) 
data for Meghalaya shows 
that 23.35% of the popula­
tion depends on agriculture 
o f  which cultivators arc 
16.67% anti agricultural 
labourers be ng 6.68% out 
of the total workforce o f 40 
percent. So why should not 
government jobs be attrac­
tive when people arc made 
to believe what is incorrect, 
just because someone is from 
the government?

According to the Peri­
od Labour Force Survey 
(PLFS), July 2019 -  June 
2020. National Statistical 
Organization. Government 
o f India. Ministry o f  Statis­
tics and Programme Imple­
mentation. the percentage 
o f  households involved in 
Agriculture in Meghalaya 
is 41.31 pcr:ent o f  which 
35.12 % arc self-employed 
and 15.5 percent arc casual 
labourers. In absolute term 
the population dependent on 
agriculture in Meghalaya as 
per PLFS survey referred to 
above is 12,78,626 which is 
41.31% o f  th? total popula­
tion o f the Stale and ceitainlv

not 70 percent.
Mohrmen brilliantly drew 

attention to the story o f  a 
banker’s perception o f  hap­
piness and that o f  a fisher­
m an'sand rightly concluded 
that. ''In the human pursuit 
for wealth, nature and the 
carlh in general arc exploited 
and ultimately destroyed." 
This is a universal problem 
with economic development 
today where ecology is not 
factored in when measuring Gross Domestic Product. 
The architects o f  the GDP
— John Maynard Keynes 
(U.K.) and Simon Kflzncts 
(U.S.)- did caution against 
using GDP as a measure 
o f  the welfare of a nation. 
In 1962 Ktiznets lamented 
that, "the welfare o f  a na­
tion can scarcely be inferred 
front a measurement o f  na­
tional incomc as defined by 
the GDP...goals for 'more' 
growth should specify o f  
what and for what." Some 57 
years after Simon Kflzncts' 
lament. Redefining Progress 
was established to address 
the challenge Kflzncts posed. 
This economic research think 
tank developed the Genuine 
Progress Indicator, by Clif­
ford Cobb, and co-auihorcd 
by Ted Halstead and Jona­
than Rowe, the 1994 U.S. 
GPI results created a minor 
tremor in the U.S. economic 
machine.

Genuine progress was 
considerably different than 
years o f  torrid economic 
growth. For the first time, 
a holistic measure of the 
welfare o f  a nation had been 
constructed — revealing 
the true state o f  the nation's

natural, social, human and 
human-made capital. Main­
stream media were luke­
warm about these new ideas, 
wondering what the GPI had 
to do with the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average reaching 
new phoenix highs. For a 
nation so obsessed with 
economic performance, this 
cold shower was strange but 
honest.

Today, the econom ic 
mantra that more economic growth (more production; 
more consumption) and in­
creasing productivity auto­
matically leads to improved 
well-being, continues despite 
an honest accounting o f  the 
state o f  real wealth. The GPI 
gives concrctc expression 
to something many sense 
about the cconomy; that 
we are living o ff natural, 
human and social capital. 
W'c are cannibalizing both 
the social structure and the 
natural habitat to keep the 
GDP growing at the rate the 
experts and money markets 
deem ncccssary. Yet the 
nation's economic report­
age and debate proceed as 
though this erosion o f real 
wealth docs not exist. The 
indicators that should alert 
us to such tendencies serve 
to hide them instead.

Yours ctc..
VK Lyngdoh.

Via entail

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

Politica Godmcn..!
It was v*ith a lot o f hope, 

some trepidation and a lot of 
expectations that I looked at 
thcadsoncntomingand saw 
one from i  godman school 
which said they could make 
a godman out o f  anybody. 
“ Become one," said  the 
wife, "Anyway you do have 
a beard, just grow your hair 
a little longer and continue 
with your eccentric ways!"“ I don*! have any such 
ways!" I siid stiffly looking 
out of the window.

“There, you were looking at her. weren't you?"
“ W'ho?" I asked, puz­

zled.
"Our pretty neighbour! 

Sec you already have one of

your qualities, which is why 
we’ve offered you the prin­
cipal’s job!"

“Thank you!" I gushed as 
I looked round at the board 
members, who looked like

been a flood o r landslide 
that's wiped out all your 
godmcn properties?"

“Yes." said the chairman. 
“Wc arc nearly wiped out. 
and wc need you to solve the issue right away!”

“Shoot!" I said, for want 
o f  a better word.

“ How do you like the 
campus?" asked the chair­
man.

“ It’s huge and expan­
sive!" I said.

BOB’S BANTER
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the most c&cntial character­
istics!" said the wife w ith a 
sneer. I hazily pickcd up the 
paper and rang the number.

“Did your wife ask you 
to call this number?” asked a 
voice, at th; other end.

“Yes." I said surprised, “How did you know?"
“The wife is the first to 

sec such qualities in her 
husband," said the voicc at 
the other crd patiently, “And 
were you looking out o f  the 
window?"

“Yes!" I said nearly jump­
ing out o f my chair, very 
happy about the godman 
school. "Yes. but I was only 
looking at some trees and 
bushes!" “Excellent!" said 
the voice from the godman 
school. "Y.iu already know 
how to bluff!”

“I have a beard!” I said eagerly, “And I can grow my 
hair long!"

“Those arc not impor­
tant.”  said the voicc. “And 
can be fixed with a good 
wig and a clipped-on beard. 
What wc a e  interested in is 
whether you should go in for 
the beginner’s course or the 
higher one From these few questions you have answered 
1 feel you cm go straightway 
to the high:r study coursc!"

“ That's very good o f  
you!” I said, “Are there any 
oilier qualities o f  mine you 
would like to know about?"

“Arc you a ladies man?" 
asked the voicc. “Docs the 
opposite sex like being 
around yot?"

1 looked at my wife, who was hovcting around me. 
trying to key onto the con­
versation. She put her ear 
close to the mouthpiccc to 
listen even more keenly.

“ Y es!” I w h isp ered  
hoarsely, ’They love being 
all around and near me!”

There was some whisper­
ing at the o her end, “Guruji. 
we will conic to your house 
in a few minutes, you are 
the godman wc have been 
looking for! You hav e all the 
qualities needed!” said a new voicc. You mean I can go 
lo an even higher coursc?" I 
asked cxcitxily. "We will en­
roll you itrmcdialcly as our 
principal.* said the voicc. 
“With you n charge, we will 
build our godman school into 
a premier institution in the 
country. Wc will pick you up 
in half an hour, meanwhile 
continue looking out o f  the window!”

It was a few hours af­
ter rcachiig the Godman 
School, that I was sum ­
moned hasii ly for a meeting, 
“What's th; hurry?" I asked 
the comm i tec member who 
had conic o  my lavish quar­
tets. "I am just getting used 
to the place."“If you cannot solve this 
immediate problem , you 
might have to return home 
by the next train!" said the 
committcc member w oe­
fully. “ Whoa! W hoa!" I 
exclaimed, “And what may 
1 ask is the problem? 1 know 
everything about looking out 
o f  the wincow, and pretend­
ing I'm  meditating, while 
staring at my pretty neigh­
bour. I know all about...''

“ E n o u g h !” sa id  the 
chairm an o f  the godmcn committcc oa I entered the 
boardroon. “ W'c know all

“ It took many godmcn 
tricks and tantrics to fund 
such a lavish place," con­
tinued the chairman seri­
ously. “But now wc have 
competition which will wipe 
us out!"

“From other godmcn?" 
I asked. "Don’t worry, with 
my super abilities. I will sec 
all other godmcn institutes are off the radar, even be­
fore they get on the drawing 
board!" I looked around hop­
ing my stimulating words 
would get a standing ova­
tion, but found the members weeping even more bitterly.

"Ih c  competition is not 
from other godmcn," vvcpt 
a committee member even 
as he howled w ith sorrow. 
“It is from a most unex­
pected source. It’s from poli­
ticians!"

Immediately, all the god­mcn committcc members in 
the room started wailing like 
police sirens going off at a 
bomb raid, as I stood still 
waiting for the sad noise to 
stop. I then whispered. "Poli­
ticians have made a godmcn 
school?”

"Politicians have made the whole country into a 
godmcn school!” said the 
chairman and the wailing 
started again, "The speeches 
and talks wc gave to our 
disciplcsare now being said, 
broadcasted and repeated 
at every political meeting! 
Hvcry political meeting has 
them talking about gods and 
goddesses, even instructing 
their people through reli­gious discourses!”

“They have infringed on 
our territory!" shrieked a 
god woman who I had not 
seen till then, sincc they 
all had long hair. “All my 
disciplcs are now going for 
political meetings, they say. 
they are getting their fill of 
godmcn discourses there!"

“And those lectures and 
messages are working.” vvcpt another committcc mem­
ber uncontrollably, as he 
switched on the TV monitor and showed me pictures of 
churchcs, mosques and even temples razed or burnt. They 
arc able to do practically 
what we never achieved!"

“This is your first task!" 
shrieked the godwoman as a 
moneyed TV evangelist god- 
man held her shoulders.

“Yes, your first task as 
principal o f  our godmcn 
school!" shrieked all the 
other committee members of 
the godmcn school. "To free 
politics off religion and bring 
it back to us!"

My wife was at the gate 
when I rushed home. “What 
happened?" she asked . 
”You’vc left the job. I see!”

“They gave mean impos­sible task!" I said looking 
crestfallen.

“1 think you should stick 
to looking out o f  the win­
dow!" she said as she waved 
to my pretty neighbour who 
waved back at her, making 
me realize I’d lost my own 
turf while away, and 1 cricd 
bitterly with the godmcn 
who’d also lost theirs..!

(The Author conducts an 
Online Writers Course. For 
more details send a thumbs- 
up to him  on W ha ts App  
98925 72SS3 bobsbantcrtfi gmail.com)
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The Manipur in us‘‘Shame may restrain what law 
does not prohibit. ”

—  Lucius Annaeus Seneca
The S h illon g  T im es
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Intelligence Failure in Tura
WHAT happened in Tura on Tuesday July. 25 was 
clearly an intelligence failure on the part o f  the 
Police Department which should have foreseen 
that such a scenario is likely to happen in a highly 
surcharged situation. The group ACH1K had been on 
hunger strike for their demand for a winter capital in 
Tura besides other demands. The hunger strike had 
reached its 14th day on July 25. That it took the Chief 
Minister a fortnight to respond to the demands and 
to engage with ihe agitating groups shows a lack of 
sensitivity. After all, ACHIK carries the aspirations 
and hopes o f  the Garo people for a better tomorrow. 
The demand for a winter capital is dictated by the 
fact that it was a long-standing promise to the Garo 
people by Meghalaya's first chief minister. Captain 
Williamson A Sangma. That this demand was not 
fulfilled in 50 years shows remiss on the part o f suc­
cessive state governments and not just the MDA-02 
government. Conrad Sangma is hearing the brunt 
o f accumulated ire which perhaps is fuelled by the 
contentious Ro>ter System vis a vis the State Reser­
vation Policy. Be that as it may, the police and district 
administration should have anticipated the storming 
o f the Chief Minister's Secretariat in Tura.

Intelligence gathering is an integral part o f polic­
ing. How could the district police not foresee the 
storming o f the Secretariat? Was there not enough 
police force to guard the precincts? The Police 
Chief had made a statement to the media that the 
sudden attack by a huge mob was a conspiracy 
to harm the Chicf Minister. He even stated that 
police had enough evidence that money and other 
enticements were distributed on July 23. When did 
the DGP get that information? Did he get it before 
July 25? If not. then o f whal use is the information 
at this point? Good policing revolves around good 
and timely intelligence gathering. Why was the July 
25 gatecrash not anticipated and the motives of the 
criminal elements nipped in the bud?

Information gathering and analysing such infor­
mation is what helps police make informed decisions 
in strategic occasions especially when that concerns 
VIP security. Information not only helps to curb 
crime but is imperative for internal security. Megha­
laya has passed through periods o f insurgency and 
the presence of arms and ammunition with former 
militants who might have surrendered cannot be 
ruled out. Also, the regrouping o f former militants 
as evidenced in Manipur does not take much o f a 
trigger. Policing involves eternal vigilance and the 
July 25 inciden; needs to be analysed and the gaps 
in policing have to be addressed. Police also need 
to be reminded, lest they forget that they arc paid 
from the public exchequer to secure the lives and 
property o f all citizens and not just that o f VIPs and 
the elite o f socicty.

By Albert Thymiang

M odi d e r id in g  ‘In d ia ’ b e tray s  
d esig n  to  h u m ilia te  the  o p p o s itio n
RSS worried that PM’s 
arrogance may alienate 

nationalist citizens
ByArun Srivastava

l h ;  K d ito r

On Railway, 
ILP and Influx

Editor,
PD Nongrum in his July 

26 ST articic "Ra Iway, ILP 
and Influx’* has thoughtfully 
given a picture of what rail­
ways could mean for Me­
ghalaya and why pcrtutps the 
protectionist measures that 
are being asked for. namely 
ILP. arc already in force 
o r waiting to be so in 
some form or the at her.

Why. I would also like 
to thank him is bccausc, 
perhaps for the fi"st lime, a 
Rangbah Shnong has pub­
licly echoed his views posi­
tively with regards to this 
matter. All this while, what 
wc have been fed by pres­
sure groups, in the guise of 
NGOs. is that traditional 
institutions arc in unison for 
the vehement opposition of 
railways in the state. I always 
viewed this claim with cyni­
cism and believed that good, 
experienced and learned 
people o f  the state can never 
be opposed to the jpliftment 
o f  the people not without 
some reasoning or delibera­
tion at least.

PD Nongrum for me is 
one such  voicc w ho has 
given thought to ihe matter 
from not ju s t a personal 
point-of-vicw but also from 
a holistic perspective. Our 
state needs more such people 
to conic forward. They are 
the truly dcmocraiic voices. 
Our future is to tc  decided 
by people whom wc have 
given power to decide for us. 
and not by people who feel

entitled enough to snatch this 
power via means o f  goonda- 
ism and rowdyism.

W hen M eghalaya was 
declared the second poorest 
state in India by N1TI Aayog 
recently, a lot o f  people did 
come out against the suc­
cessive governments o f  the 
state. W ithout absolving 
them o f their accountability, 
what are wc as people doing 
to ensure we push for devel­
opment? Is pressing an hVM 
button oncc in five years the 
only democratic duty that we 
have? Have wc ever voiccd 
our support in favour o f  
something that is supposed 
to bring development to our 
slate? Social media murmurs 
and passive support do not 
help a cause.

Yours etc..
Patrick Kurbah.

Via email

Preserving  
India’s 

Pluralism: 
Relev ance o f  a 
Uniform  Civil 

Code
Editor,
I am w riting  to share 

my perspective regarding 
the im plem entation  o f  a 
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 
in India. W hile I under­
stand the concerns about 
preserving the diversity o f  
our nation. 1 believe that a 
well-implemented UCC can 
play a vital role in uphold­
ing the principles o f  justice.

Inhum an and barbaric 
stories continue to emerge 
from strife tom Manipur. Hie 
parading o f  two women in 
public before the gang-rape 
o f  one o f  them, the burning 
alive o f  the wife o f  a freedom 
fighter inside her house and 
the beheading o f  a man arc a 
few unimaginable incidents 
that Manipur tells. These 
add to the niob’s burning o f 
a child, his mother and an at­
tendant inside an ambulance. 
More and more inhumane 
incidents arc cxpecled to 
flow into the media space in 
the days and months to comc. 
The prestige o f  M anipur 
is tarn ished forever. The 
reputation o f  the multi-ethnic 
state is totally altered.

The four men who have 
been belatedly arrested (and 
those who may be appre­
hended later) following the 
national and international 
outrage may be villains but 
the unpopular chief minis­
ter is the first to be callcd 
out. Definitely he knew the 
details o f  the ghastly aci 
much earlier but he refused 
to move a finger. He did 
not direct the police to act 
as per the law. The topmost 
government executives in 
Delhi too were aware o f  the 
rape o f  the wife o f  a Kargil 
veteran. The prime minister, 
Narendra Modi conveniently 
spoke only after the video 
o f  humiliation o f  the three 
women had been viewed by 
millions. The PM does not 
mind using the armed forces 
and freedom fighters for 
political mileage but doesn't 
care when spouses o f  war 
heroes face the humiliating 
ordeal and when they arc 
charred to death.

Following the indignant 
viral video o f  stripped Kuki 
v ic tim s , w om en calm ly  
torched the house o f  the ac­
cused. It is clear now that the 
state is totally lawless. Ihe  
masked women 'punished' 
the rapists but ironically they 
prevented security forces 
from carrying out their du­
ties. They even forced the 
Army to release 12 nabbed 
m ilitan ts  o f  the banned 
Kanglci Yawol Kunna Lup (KYKL), including the mas­
termind o f  Chandel ambush 
in 2 0 15 in which 18 soldiers 
died and 15 others wounded. 
The Assam Rifles had to re­
lease a video entitled, "Being 
humane is not weakness."

The violence in the north 
eastern state is 'identified' 
as an cthnic clash between 
the Mciteis and the Kukis. A 
religious angle too is highly 
suspected . The M izoram  
Bharatiya Janata Pany (BJP) 
vice-president. R. Vanram- 
chhuanga knew it well and 
hence resigned from  the 
party accusing the central

equality, and unity in our 
pluralistic socicty. India is 
a land o f  diverse cultures, 
languages, religions, and 
traditions. This rich tapestry 
o f  diversity is som ething 
we cherish and take pride 
in. It has indeed been the 
foundation o f  our strength 
as a nation for the past 75 
years. Our ability to coexist 
harmoniously despite our 
differences is a testament 
to the resilience ol our de­
mocracy and the spirit of 
tolcrancc that thrives among 
our people.

I lowcvcr. as wc celebrate 
our diversity, w e must also 
recognize that it presents 
certain challenges, particu­
larly when it comes to mat­
ters o f  personal laws. The 
existence o f  multiple and 
varied personal laws based 
on religion o r community 
can sometimes lead to dis­
parities and inequalities, 
especially concerning issues 
related to marriage, divorce, 
inheritance , and su cce s­
sion. A well-thought-out and 
carefully drafted Uniform 
Civil Code can address these 
disparities while respecting 
the diverse identities o f  our 
citizcns.

The UCC aims to provide 
a common legal framework 
that upholds the principles 
o f  equality, justice, and indi­
vidual rights for all citizcns, 
regardless o f  their religious 
affiliations. Contrary to the 
notion that the UCC seeks to 
erase cultural and religious 
identities, it actually seeks to create a common ground 
where fundamental rights 
and freedoms are equally 
protected. It is not an inipo-

and state governments o f  
tacit support in the burning 
dow n o f  churches in the 
chaotic state.

The genesis o f  the Ma­
nipur mayhem is attributed 
to the judgement o f  the Ma­
nipur High Court directing 
the state government to take 
steps toward* recognition 
o f  the Mcitcis as a tribal 
group and the false narrative 
o f  the presence o f  a large 
number o f illegal immigrants 
from Myanmar among the 
Kukis. Credible estimates 
reveal the number to be a 
miniscule number o f  2000. 
The real cause could be the 
exclusive mind-set o f  a sec­
tion o f  peopl:. It could be 
this jingoism ihat led to the 
'cleansing* o f  a tribe. It could

be this chauvinism that says 
that Manipur, and especially 
the Imphal valley should 
be essentially meant for the 
majority community, that 
burned and is still burning 
Manipur. There is nothing 
wrong in loving one’s own 
people and b.*ing proud o f 
one's own race, culture and 
history but cthnic chauvin­
ism is d3iigcx>us. It could 
be this extremism that killed 
150 people, burned down 
thousands of hom es and 
destroyed 250-300 churches, 
looted properties and drove 
away a whole community 
from the valley. It could be 
a fundamentalist patriotism 
that is a driving force for the 
arson and riots for nearly 
three months.

The Arambai Tenggol 
and M eitci Lccpun w ere 
created to protect the culture 
and identity o f the Mcitei. 
They have every right to 
do so not at the cost o f  oth­
ers. Allegations are rife that 
these groups have turned 
militant. They undergo arms 
training. They stand accused 
o f  carrying out much o f  the 
pre-planned violence.

There are also allegations 
(hat the Arambai Tenggol 
and Mcitei Lccpun are cre­
ations o f  the Ihe Rashtriya 
Swayamscvak Sangh (RSS). 
The RSS is sipposed to be 
a Hindu sock I and cultural 
organisation - an umbrella 
body consisting o f  organisa­
tions callcd tie  Sangh Pari* 
var. So far so good but this 
progenitor is a right-wing 
Hindu nationalist organisa-

sition o f  one set o f  beliefs 
upon another, but rather a 
harmonization o f  laws to en­
sure fairness and consistency 
for everyone. O f course, 
the implementation o f  the 
UCC requires a sensitive 
and inclusive approach. It is 
essential to engage in open 
and construciive dialogues 
with all stakeholders, tak­
ing into account the diverse 
perspectives and concerns o f  
different communities. The 
focus should be on creating 
a code that preserves the cs- 
senceof our pluralism while 
upholding the principles of 
equality and justice.

While some may argue 
that certain sections o f  so­
ciety m ight be exem pted 
from the UCC. the objec­
tive should be to minimize 
such exemptions and work 
towards a code that encom­
passes as many aspects as 
possible, treating all citizens 
equally under the law. A 
well-crafted Uniform Civil 
Code is not an attack on our 
diversity but rather a step 
towards strengthening the 
foundations of our nation. 
By ensuring equal rights and 
opportunities for all, it can 
foster a more inclusive and 
cohesive socicty.

Yours etc.. 
Pinky Lodh, 

Shillong

Police should  
act according  

to law
Editor,
The office of the Supcrin-

tion that propagates the estab­
lishment o f  a Hindu Rashtra 
or a Hindu nation. The vision 
o f  this organisation, which 
draws fascist movements, is 
that this nation is primarily 
and essentially meant for 
Hindus. Others may exist 
but with merely subservient 
roles. It is the RSS which has 
been insisting that all Indians 
are Hindus. The ideology of 
this Sangh which played no 
role in the Indian indepen­
dence movement is divisive 
and exclusive. Its affiliates 
too spread hate and spew 
venoms.

The RSS played a key role 
in the demolition o f  Babri 
Masjid. Top functionaries 
o f  the RSS. VHP and the 
Bajrang Dal are accused o f

carrying out the 2002 Gujarat 
carnage ‘with the knowledge 
and sanction o f  the state 
authorities'. In other riots as 
well the radical groups are 
accused o f  being involved. 
It will not be a surprise ifthe 
Manipur violence is proven 
to be linked to the RSS. It 
will not be a shock if  sections 
in Manipur were influenced 
by the organisation that was 
banned after the assassina­
tion o f  Mahatma Gandhi 
and the demolition o f  Babri 
Masjid. to carry out the Ma­
nipur violence.

There could be 'M anipur' 
in us too. As sta ted  ear­
lier love for one’s tribc race, 
culture, history and identity 
is appreciated but the mis­
placed form is dangerous. 
Taniilians may say, "Tamil 
Nadu is only for Tamils", 
'*Maharashtra is meant for 
Maharashtrians", "Gujarat 
is for Gujaratis'V'Bcngal is 
only for Bengalis","Assam 
only for Assamese", ci cct- 
era.

Wc could also be saying 
"Khasi Hills is only for the 
Khasis", "Garo Hills is for 
the Garos", "Nagaland for 
the Nagas", "Mizoram for 
the Mizos" and so on. This 
extrem ism  could lead to 
hatred and intolerance. That 
is unacceptable. It is in this 
context that the ‘para Khasi’ 
(among Khasis only) slogans 
o f  Ardent Basaiawmoit is 
frightening.

These days we arc wit­
nessing the indefinite fast o f 
Achik Conscious Holistically

tendent o f  Police East Khasi 
Hills had issued a directive 
in consonance with the Su­
preme Court o f  India ruling 
with regards to restricting 
tinted window glasses and 
misuse o f  siren. But due 
to reasons best known to 
the police and the Home 
D epartm ent the o rder o f  
the apex court has not been 
followed in letter and spirit, 
leave aside even penalizing 
the misuse ol red beacons 
and sirens by so-called "Not 
So Important People," for 
their political patronage. 
Mosi importantly the com­
plete disregard even by bu­
reaucrats who whiz around 
in SUVs with black tinted 
windows and sirens which 
is prohibited by the law is 
abom inable. Any m isuse 
invites penalizing the o f­
fender and the police should 
not shrink from their duly 
lo confront even those in 
power, bccause they should 
remember their oath lo the 
Constitution and not invite 
Contempt o f  Court.

Yours etc..
Dominic S. Wankhar 

Via email

Fallout at Tura
Editor,
On September 12, 2012, 

the world woke up to an 
attack on a US compound 
and a CIA annexe at Beng­
hazi. The scenes at Tura is 
a reminder o f  what under­
estimating the pulse o f  the 
commoners could lead to. 
State intelligence agencies 
failed to foil the so-called 
pre-planned attack on the

Integrated Krima (ACHIK) 
demanding the retrospective 
implementation o f  the roster 
system from 1972 and estab­
lishment o f  a winter capital at 
Tura. These demands have 
widened the gaps between 
Khasi-Jaintia Hills and Garo 
Hills. Khasi H ills groups 
have opposed the ACHIK’s 
demands. But the Garo Hills 
pressure groups have the 
right to protest just as their 
eastern counterparts have. 
Even the political party VPP 
went on a fast. The govern­
ment obliged VPP’s request 
in quick time. Why should 
ihe ACHIK’s not be heard?

The demand for the re­
view o f  the reservation pol­
icy is seen to be benefiting 
the Khasi-Jaintia community 
at the cost o f  the Garo com­
munity. The rhetoric by VPP 
and pressure groups are in 
this direction. The ACHIK 
actions are viewed exactly 
the opposite. Fissures and 
ill feelings are bound to 
surface. Extreme ethnic sen­
timent:; may develop if  we 
are not careful. I f  we think 
that the demands are justi­
fied only democratic means 
should be employed without 
any hatred for the other. 
No vilifying and degrading 
language should be used. Un­
fortunately in Manipur Kukis 
and other tribal groups are 
condescendingly called ‘trib­
als.' Under no circumstance 
should Meghalaya turn into 
Manipur.

The ‘M a n ip u r’ se n ti­
ment prevails in religions 
here in Meghalaya too. It 
is an unstated fact now that 
in Shillong dioccsc only a 
Khasi bishop is acceptable. 
In Nongstoin diocese only 
a priest from the region can 
be the head. In Jowai dioccsc 
only a Pnar is welcome. Ad­
ditionally only from a group 
o f  priests can bishops be 
selected. This extreme con­
cept has perhaps extended to 
all the dioceses in the North 
East. Is this the real face of 
the church? Is this the spirit 
o f  the church? The universal­
ity and oneness o f  the church 
is only in documents. It mu.it 
be pointed out that by and 
large the lay faithful arc 
not touchcd by the narrow 
outlook.

Religious groups too are 
not free from the counter* 
witness attitude. A particu­
lar tribal group may claim 
that a particular region is 
exclusively meant for them. 
This tendency has crept in 
and will have a detrimental 
effect. The 'M anipur' mind­
set o f  a few has played havoc 
in the former princely state. 
Wc too may not be innocent 
o f  it.

Chief Minister. Probably 
the treatise o f  Sun Tzu is 
outdated in the morale o f  
the force. When was the last 
time the State Security Com­
mission brainstormed? In the 
past few weeks. Meghalaya 
has been in the news for 
reasons best known to poli­
ticians. A state once known 
as the Mecca o f  Education 
has fallen from grace. No 
wonder the frustration o f  the 
unemployed youth and drop­
outs has accumulated. While 
private institutions flourish, 
government-run schools arc 
phantoms in nature. Many 
have gained patronage for 
paying top dollar. Meghalaya 
was nev er a poor state but a 
reflection o f  a bad mindset 
from the executive class rid­
ing at the back o f  a lethargic 
bureaucracy. I struck up a 
conversation with a Kcralitc 
priest who suggested that the 
60 representatives should 
develop their constituencies 
instead o f  being Shillong 
centric.

In the book Reinventing 
Government by David Os­
borne, the writer states that 
the entrepreneurial spirit 
and fair competition arc two 
urgently needed mindsets for 
government service in this 
state if  wc want a 10 billion 
dollar economy or else doom 
awaits us.

Yours etc., 
Christopher Gatphoh.

Shillong-10
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the writers/ 
au thors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi deriding and insult­
ing the in i ted opposition 
front. INDIA, and drawing 
parallels with the likes of 
the erstwhile British East In­
dia Company, the outlawed 
outfit Indian Mujahideen 
and the Popular Front o f  
India, hasccrtainly not conic 
as a shock. Expecting PM 
Modi to speak respectfully 
o f  the political opposition 
is tantamount to living in a 
fool's paradise. By lampoon­
ing INDIA, the acronym of 
Indian National Develop­
mental Inclusive Alliance, 
and descr bing it as the most 
directionless tie-up die coun­
try had ever seen, he was 
simply accomplishing the 
RSS's mission o f downplay­
ing the rising oppositional
IllUIIICIItUII.

Being the topmost ex­
ecutive of India, one could 
expect that he was not mak­
ing a casual remark. He was 
speaking lie language o f  the 
Hindu supremacist rightist 
force currently at the holm of 
ihe country, the RSS. Modi 
and his BJP colleagues have 
been rhetorically hiding be­
hind thcii so-called ‘Indian 
nationalism ' for winning 
over people and elections. 
Rccall hew the brutal kill­ings o f  40 CRPF soldiers 
was exploited by Modi on 
the plea o f  upholding the 
supercharged spirit o f  ultra- 
nationalism to win the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections.

Undeniably, the opposi­
tion alliar.ee has completely 
unnerved Modi and his RSS 
mentor, Mohan Bhagwat. 
Farlicr. it was much easier 
for them io attack Congress 
and speak ill o f  the Nehru- 
Gandhi family, since they 
appeared ;o be isolated from 
the mainstream opposition. 
But after the massive suc­
cess o f  Bharat Jodo Yatra 
o f  Rahul G andhi, which 
brilliantly countered Modi's 
narrative of politics of hate and diviavcncss, followed 
by the launching o f  the joint 
opposition p latform . IN­
DIA. Modi and Bhagwat 
are genuinely worried. The 
only option left to them is to 
let their political hate come 
out o f  the woodwork with­
out beating about the bush. 
Modi muttering courage to 
deride India is pan o f  the 
said design.

This derision o f  INDIA 
bv Modi has failed to move Bhagwat and others RSS 
leaders, i s  Modi has been 
implem enting their poli­
cies and programmes. With
2024 Lo< Sabha clcction 
knocking at the door, the 
BJP leadership, and espe­
cially Modi, are desperately 
searching for a new narrative 
and new idiom. Modi's jibe 
against the opposition name 
is not simply an off-thc-cufl' 
remark; instead, it's a well- 
designed attack on INDIA. 
Having exhausted their gim­
micks. they are now latching 
on loa ncv phrase and phase 
tocatch tlv fanciful imagina­
tion o f  thcModi-ficd Hindus 
The RSS and BJP leader­
ship would like to go to the 
p o lls  with the new slogan of
"Naya Bharat".

It ought not to be for­
gotten that Modi has been 
repeatedly emphasising on 
2014. the year he canic to 
occupy the chair o f  prime 
minister, as the year India 
became 'aruly independent’. 
He had rc;hristcncd India as 
'New Incia' and it did not 
strike him then that the word 
'India w js  colonial gift to 
perpetuate their in-abscntia rule', as he now proclaims.

Testing the waters. Modi, 
instead of uttering thisdisrc- 
spectful phrase in full public 
domain, chose to express it at the parliamentary party 
meeting of the BJP. It was 
a shrewd move to gauge 
the reaction o f  his party 
members. He had also told 
his MPs that the name o f  the 
new Opposition alliance was 
to “mislead the people”. He 
said: "East India Company, 
Indian Nitional Congress, 
Indian Mujahideen and the 
Popular Front o f  India also 
had India in their name". 
Modi alsc said: "Opposition 
was frustrated because their 
leaders have realised that 
they w oild  remain in the Oppositicn even after next 
year's general election'’.

The threat perception o f 
losing the 2024 clcction is

so acute that RSS is taking 
up the cudgels to lead the 
electioneering. As the first 
step, the RSS top brass will 
hold organisational meetings in Kolkata on August 18 and 
19. It will be attended by par­
ty members and some senior 
BJP leaders. The RSS leader­
ship has already made public 
its reservation to M odi's 
leadership. Even a section of 
the top RSS leaders favour 
projecting a new face as the 
new prime minister.

These leaders arc quite 
optim istic o f  a new lead­
er retrieving the grounds 
which the BJP lost in recent 
months. They nurse the view 
that by and large the people, 
especially the middle class, 
still reposes faith in BJP. 
but it is the arrogant attitudeand bclutvioui o f  Mudi that 
has alienated them. These 
leaders also hold the view 
that Modi and Aniit Shah 
utterly lack political acu­
men. They depend on use 
o f  administration to achicvc 
their goal and this has proved 
lo be counter-productive for 
the RSS and BJP.

RSS will use Bengal as its 
launching pad since accord­
ing to the RSS leaders. TMC 
leader Maniata Bancrjcc has 
proved to be an impeccable and tough leader. The RSS 
leaders also hold the view 
that neither the state BJP 
leaders nor ihe national ones 
have the guts to throw an 
open challenge io Maniata. 
For obvious reasons, the 
RSS will begin its campaign 
aflera high-level meeting in 
Bengal. RSS will prepare the 
party in Bengal for ihe next 
ycafs big poll battle.

Though ihe lurncoais 
ably supported by Amit Shah 
have been claiming o f  BJP 
making an inroad in Bengal, 
the RSS leadership does not 
subscribe to it. The parly's 
vote share fell from 38 per 
ccnt in the 2021 Assembly 
polls to around 24 per cent in the 2023 panchayat polls. Recently, a m eeting was 
held in Delhi where RSS 
joint general secretary Arun Kumar and senior leader 
Pradip Joshi took stock of 
the panchayat poll results 
in Bengal and pulled up 
the state leaders for poor 
performance o f  the party in 
the election.

Bengal is going to be the 
laboratory for the RSS and 
BJP to experiment with the 
ideological changes. The 
RSS also nurses the view 
that Maniata is going to the 
main pillar o f  the opposi­
tion in 2024. The RSS and 
BJP must try lo confine her 
in Bengal. For broadening 
their base, RSS will focus 
on identity politics. It would 
identify more with the Ra- 
jbanshis. the Gorkhas. the 
Matuas and other ST and SC 
communities. In panchayat 
election, these groups have 
just rejected the BJP.Nevertheless, even before 
Modi's derision against IN­
DIA gains popular traction, 
a significant number o f  BJP 
leaders have expressed their 
reservation. They hold that
In d ia  m e a n s  B h a r a t  .M ata . 
They also argue that this 
may boost the morale o f  the 
urban middle class who are 
blind devotees o f  Modi, but 
for common people it would 
imply a derogatory campaign 
against the freedom fighters. 
India is the symbol o f  the 
greatest democracy in ihe 
world and the Constitution. 
India means 140 crore Indi­
ans. fanners, labourers.

Rahul Gandhi was dis­missive o f  Modi's attempt to 
deride the alliance, saying: 
"Call us whatever you want. 
Mr Modi. Wc are INDIA. 
We will help heal Manipur 
and wipe the tears o f  every 
woman and child. We will 
bring back love and peace 
for all her people. Wc will 
rebuild the idea o f  India in 
Manipur." It was unfortu­
nate that the name "INDIA" 
evoked in the Prime Minis­
ter's mind the image o f  a ter­
ror outfit and a company that 
had enslaved the country.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
asked: "Dear Prime Minister, 
why such negativity? You 
have adopted a negative and 
insulting approach towards 
INDIA because o f  political pique. Demonstrating nega­
tivity about the name INDIA 
doesn't reflect the dignity of 
your position. (PTI)

“The PM does not mind using the armed 
forces endfreedom fighters fo r  political 

mileage but doesn't care when spouses o f  war 
heroes face the humiliating ordeal and when 

they are charred to death. ”
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‘ Tne scars o f  others should 
teach us caution

—  St. Jerom e
The Shillong Times
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Restore peace in M anipur
IT 'S  in the fitness o f  things that Speaker Om 
Birla has facilitated a  detailed diseussion on 
the M anipur conflict in Parliament through a 
no-confidence motion tabled by the O pposi­
tion. Full national focus is already on the dis­
turbed situations in Manipur, where those o f  
the prominent Kuki tribe and M eiteis fought 
against each other and a series o f  violent and 
highly condcmnable incidents in recent weeks 
have hurt the nation’s conscience. The serious­
ness o f  the situation there can be gauged also 
by the fact that over 70,000 people have been 
displaced and given refuge in about 350 relief 
camps. Over 4000 weapons have been looted 
by m obs from the security forces, o f  which 
only one-fifth have been recovered. The blame 
naturally falls on the BJP-led state government 
headed by N Biren Singh, on m ultiple fronts. 
The Kukis, the original natives o f  the hills, feel 
their existence is under threat. Their sensitivi­
ties need be addressed first and foremost, while 
Meiteis also should have the right conditions to 
live peacefully in the same soil. Incidents like 
the naked parading o f  women only added salt to 
injury in the present situation. W h ats  important 
is that the guilty from both sides are identified 
and punished. At the same time, considering the 
seriousness of the situation, the Opposition is 
well-advised to avoid creating conditions that 
could worsen the present situation.

By no stretch o f  im agination will the no- 
confidence motion bring down the N DA govern­
ment. N or is this intended by the Opposition. 
The principa idea o f  this step is to  highlight the 
situation and propose meaningful suggestions to 
the government on how  to m ove forward in the 
attempts at restoration o f  peace in Manipur, part 
o f  India's North-East and bordering Myanmar. 
The chances o f  external forces coming in and 
adding fuel to the fire arc not ruled out; rather, 
that was what the Union Home M inistry has 
expressed a serious concern  about. U nfortu­
nately, this upheaval com es at a time when the 
North-East sector was integrating better with the 
mainland and developm ental activities for the 
region were being taken forward by the ccntral 
government with a sense o f  seriousness. This 
was evident also from the way the rail network 
was extended to this sector and national highway 
development progressed impressively in recent 
years. New institutions o f  higher education have 
com e up in the region, giving the youth a chance 
to em power themselves in m odem  ways. The 
m omentum can be sustained only if  peace is 
given the first priority both by the government 
and the people. Sensitivities o f  the local popula­
tions must be borne in mind when governments 
shape policies.

The Gendered Price of Ethnic Violence
One in aware lhat this is 

not the time to merely write 
an acadcmic or popular ar­
ticle on cthnieally motivated 
sexual violence but to regis­
ter one’s sharp criticism of 
cthno-sexual crimes o f  any 
kind experienced by any 
community. The video of 
the incident o f  the two Kuki 
women who suffered unfath­
omable violcncc. indignity 
and humiliation in B Phain- 
om village in Kangpokpi dis­
trict on May 4 2023 has been 
termed by The Supreme 
Court as "deeply disturb­
ing" and Chief Justicc DY 
C'handrachud has mentioned 
that the court would take 
up the case on 28 July. For 
all sensible people and par­
ticularly for a women, how 
docs one absorb the shock 
o f  such a visual display o f  a 
fellow woman being robbed 
o f  her modesty, her helpless 
dispossession o f  her birth
r ig h t  lo  liv<* w ith  d ig n i ty
and her bodily integrity on 
the face o f  a beastly frenzied 
mob whose only aim was to 
justify its hyper masculinity 
by making a public display 
o f  its power?

Ironically by groping and 
objectifying the genitals of 
the w omen, what they had 
actually intended to display 
as male valour, cnactcd on 
the ethnic gendered other as 
a  symbol o f  political victory, 
came across as barbaric and 
insane. Months have passed 
sincc the incident has oc­
curred and it is now going 
to be a week sincc the video 
o f  the two Kuki women 
paraded naked has gone viral 
but so many questions per­
taining to investigation and 
justice remain unanswered, 
particularly from the gender 
perspective. Therefore, it is 
also the time to oncc again 
reflect as to why women’s 
bodies have always bccomc 
the crucial site on which his­
tories and victories o f  nations 
and communities have been 
inscribed.

Meanwhile eases o f cth- 
no-ccntric violcncc, rape 
and molestation elsewhere in 
Manipur arc being reported 
in the media and several 
videos o f  such atrocities on 
Mcitci women arc also being 
circulated. While the whole 
world has united in shame 
and shock over the bar­
baric act and the conspiracy 
o f  silence o f  government, 
institu tions and political 
stakeholders, protestors o f  
both the ethnic groups stag­
ing protest in Manipur, the 
national capital or elsewhere 
are caught in the battle o f  
optics. The question is can or 
should a set o f  videos contcst 
the truth claims of another 
set o f  videos in the case of 
organized and politically 
motivated cases such as gen­
dered violence? Or can two 
wrongs make a right?

E thn ically  m otivated  
sexual violcncc. p articu ­
larly on women is a unique 
phenomenon o f  patriarchal

By Sttkalpa Bhattaclwrjee
societies and is a repetitive 
act. almost a stereotype in 
all conflict situations and the 
present incident in Manipur 
is no exception. Such acts 
o f  crime constitute a nexus 
in circulating the patriarchal 
ideology o f  subjugation o f  
women. Ritu Menon, ( co- 
founder o f  Kali for Women. 
India's first ard oldest femi­
nist press), in accounting for 
the experiences o f  women 
from diverse religious and 
ethnic backgrounds during 
the Partition of the subcon­
tinent. has asked ”Do women 
have a couniry?’*She says 
that there will be no archive 
for the destitute, widowed, 
abandoned, abducted, raped, 
mutilated women o f  Partition 
in any o f  the two countries 
because viola.cd women arc 
oflcn erased from history and 
yet they are the ones who 
have experienced the event 
most acutcly and intimately 
through their bodies used as 
"weapon o f  war".

In this conlcxt one recalls 
the sixtieth annual session o f 
the United Nations Commis­
sion on the Sutus o f  Women 
on the 15th of March 2016,

popular TV channels and 
newspapers after such inci­
dents o f  gruesome brutalities 
provide for temporary ca­
thartic release of their anger 
and as days pass by this anger 
evaporates till another such 
incident is reported.

Our response to such un­
forgivable acts o f  gendered 
violcncc never acquires a 
constructive shape in the 
form o f  an 'agency*. (Agcn- 
cy describes our capacity to 
resist, defy recrcatc and act 
against the grain) primarily 
bccausc we neither analyze 
deeply the sociology o f  a 
single incident such as the 
one o f  the two Kuki women 
on the May 4, nor do wc 
succccd in finding a common 
link between the contextual 
realities involved in every 
such incident o f  inflicting 
violcnccon women’s bodies, 
for making a political state­
ment. Experts and analysts 
often throw light on social, 
political and legal implica­
tions o f  robbing a woman of 
her modesty; in this case not 
only stripping but making a 
public display of how a help­
less woman’s dignity can be

“The media reports that A 'Zero F IR ’was filed 
by the Saikul police, in Kang/wkpi 

district, on May IS  and it was fonvarded to the 
Nongpok Sekmai police station. After this fo r  

several months the incident is suppressed until 
the video goes viral and then some other 
videos d so  started re/x>rting incidents o f  

sexual violence in the state. ”
where Caroline Dincnage. 
Minister for Women, F.quali- 
tiesand Family Justice o f the 
United Kingdom had stated 
"(Women) arc at the eye o f 
the storm of conflict and 
repression, their bodies the 
focus o f  social and cultural 
battles and th; object o f  ag­gression and contempt . I he 
stigma. taboo* and the value 
ridden burden o f  purity, 
chastity, virgi lily associated 
with the female body has 
reduced the female body into 
a stcrcotypicil custodian o f 
national and cthnic honour.

T herefore in conflic t 
situ a tio n s between w ar­
ring groups or communities 
w om en’s bodies become 
the site for justifying power 
and c laim s. In her book 
The Scandal of State (2003) 
Rajcswari Sunder Rajan also 
shows the complicity that 
the nation-stale has with fe­
male violcncc and so cthno- 
national identity claims and 
movements it postcolonial 
countries have to be seen as 
a complex iatcrscction o f  
class, caste and gender in 
its various constructions o f 
otherness.

For average vicwers'rcad- 
crs, heated discussions in

crushcd and gangraped.
One cannot understand 

such a situation without ad­
dressing foundational ques­
tions such as why docs the 
perpetrator o f  rape and sex­
ual violcncc consider such 
an act as the ultimate offence 
he can commit against the victim (women)? One can­
not get over what happened 
to pregnant K ausar Bano 
during Godhra riots -  her 
womb slit apart, the foetus 
taken out with a sword, cut 
into picccs and burnt alive. 
How can one roconcilc with 
what happened to Iliangjam 
Manorama on July 11. 2004 
under AFSPA ? The female 
body bears the markers of 
her own community as well 
as the fears and suspicions 
against her community. The 
horrifying image o f  the hei­
nous sexual crime committed 
against the two Kuki women 
also brings back the memory 
o f  the Adivasi woman in a 
political rally in Assam, who 
was stripped naked in broad 
daylight in the streets o f  
(iuwahati on 24th November 
2007. Such is the degradation 
o f  human values that even 
violated women bccom c 
the object o f  sadistic plea­

sure. The gendered nature 
o f  these acts against women 
distinguishes them from the 
violcncc men suffer in con­
flict situations. In a context 
o f  a volatile cthnoccntric 
contestation, sexual violcncc 
bccomcs the signature o f  
ultimate violcncc that can be 
committed against the com­
munity to which the woman 
belongs.

The need o f  the hour is 
reconciliation, dialogue and 
reflection on the claims and 
counter claims o f  the valley 
and the hills and not retalia­
tion. The crucial point here is 
who will facilitate dialogue 
and negotiation? Whither 
gender justicc? Where arc 
interlocutors, civic bodies? 
Most im portantly, w here 
is the state? The incident 
happened on the 4th o f  May 
2023.The media reports that 
A 'Zero FIR' was filed by the 
Saikul police, in Kangpokpi district. 00 May 18 and it was 
forwarded to the Nongpok 
Sekmai policc station. After 
this for several months Ihc 
incident is suppressed until 
the video goes viral and 
then some other videos also 
started reporting incidents o f 
sexual violence in the state.

What is most frustrating 
is the role o f  the National 
C om m ission for Women 
which held on to its justifi­
cation that it was impossible 
to send a team for investiga­
tion in the disturbed state 
o f  Manipur. It is in such 
situations that one is haunted 
by the strategic absence o f 
avenues o f  justicc. It is an 
eerie conspiracy o f  silcncc. 
In the case o f  Northeast India 
it has mostly been women’s 
groups as non-political actors 
who have acted as mediators 
between groups in conflicts, 
between state, civil societies 
and insurgents, as protest­
ers and as vigilant gendered 
collectives constituting ‘mul­
titudes’. enacting their roles 
in die public space. Non-state 
actors like women’s groups 
in the various socio-political 
contexts o f  NE-lndio hove in 
the past interrogated institu­
tional bankruptcy and non- 
dclivcrancc o f  justicc.

One o f  the ways o f  over­
coming the present crisis 
and im passe is the com ­
ing together o f  w om en’s 
groups who can enlarge the 
civic space for d ialogue 
and negotiation between 
the oppositional groups in 
Manipur in the total absence 
o f  a statist initiative to ad­
dress the conflictual issues. 
Social changc that would 
‘prevent renewed hostilities’ 
can also be affected through 
the articulation o f  alternative 
narratives o f  physical and 
spiritual sufferingsofhuman 
beings in a conflict situation 
as against the male-centred 
universalis! narratives o f  
revenge and retaliation.

The author can he con­
tacted at suka!pa_h@yahoo.

National Education  
Policy 2020: Some 

challenges
By Kamakltya Bhuttachurjee

After nearly two years, 
there are now some d is­
cussions and gossip, even during our morning walks, 
particularly  a f te r  a few 
write- upj in newspapers 
on this very important topic 
o f  NEP(2020). flic process 
o f  discussions is continu­
ing. Some vital points have 
also been raised in respect 
o f  the government’s plan to 
implement NMP (2020) and 
its struggle for financc man­
agement in these accounts. 
In a similar NEP conclave 
the government o f  Assam 
has callcd for transforming 
Assam into an ‘educational 
hub' o f  Eastern India. The 
Government has already de­
clared some seven colleges 
in seven districts o f  Assam 
to be promoted to the status o f  Uni vers ties. Wc feel that 
this declaration is again a 
very short-sighted decision without much discussion with the .4akcholdcr.i. All
these arc however welcome 
moves.

At present wc think the 
most vital issue is how to 
upgrade our educational 
institution*. Let us start with 
one or two things at the very beginning, and perhaps one 
or two institutions in every 
Community Development 
Blocks in Meghalaya to 
start with. Of course we do 
remember before our 2023 
Assembly Flections many 
o f  our aspiring candidates 
had promised that better 
educational policies will 
come one; their political 
party is elected to form the 
government. Whatever be 
the reasons, oncc wc start 
somevvhctc we may find it easier to make the next move. In this connection 
opinions c f  the respective institutions, both private as 
well as go*cmment schools 
or colleges are very impor­
tant. With he present infra­
structure available how will 
these institutions upgrade 
their respective institutions, 
keeping in mind that the re­
sources are very limited.The Department o f  Ed­ucation tray invito their 
written opinions through 
newspapers so that the edu­
cationists ;»td ex-head ofthc 
institutionsas well as general 
citizens may understand the 
urgency of our needs o f  
strengthening our institu­
tions and give their valuable 
opinions. It may bccomc 
easier for«ir government to find the nc<cssary resources; 
o f  course, wc feel that we 
the general public have to 
share some burden o f  re­
source generation sincc it is 
an important investment for 
our future.

There are some vital is­
sues or challenges wc arc facing now. They arc - main­
taining uriform ity in the 
acadcmic calendar, syllabus, 
grading patterns, curriculum 
upgradation. and many more 
challenges will comc up 
one after another. All these 
aspects need to be discussed 
in detail. About a year ago 
Shillong based Martin Lu­

ther Christian University 
(MLC'U) had organized a 
seminar and invited some prominent educationists to 
provide their valuable opin­
ions. Professor Sonali Nag 
o f  Education and Psychol­
ogy, Oxford University had 
suggested the importance 
o f  home learning environ­
ments to complement school 
learning, story book reading 
as learning tools, and some 
other measures.

Among other challenges, 
providing students scope for 
playing, drilling for physical 
exercises, and fun among 
them selves, and a well- 
balanced School Library; 
subjcct-wisc Laboratories 
w ithin school cam puscs 
sincc wc do not have any 
parks or playgrounds in our 
iocalitics. Connecting chil­
dren with nature from time 
to time, debate competitions once or twice in a month or year, annual .sports, picnic.*, 
etc., arc all very important 
activities that need to be 
introduced.Reducing the load of 
school books and copics is 
another issue w c need to 
consider. Wc think it is im­
portant to make our children future-fit so that thcv may 
face the future challenges 
with case. Further, our chil­
dren should also know about 
the utilities o f our foot paths, 
road safety, m aintaining 
cleanliness, both in homes as 
well as outside, in our towns 
and villages, regarding our 
environment, our rivers and 
forests, etc., which will pro­
vide us future employment 
and earnings.

Then com es the issue o f  teachcr’s skill develop­
ment. This issue is very 
important bccausc unless 
wc have dedicated teach- 
crs wc cannot achicvc our 
goals, and for that dedication 
our teachers must be paid well. Very careful selection, 
regular training, upgrading 
as well as updating their 
skills, etc. has to be taken 
care of. Can wc ensure lhat our tcachcrs need not go for sit-in protests, fasting, road 
blockages, resulting in be­
ing dragged by policc. and 
punishing them through pay 
cuts. ctc. Wc must preserve 
the dignity o f  our tcachcrs. 
Ad-hoc appointments, part 
payments, and other forms 
o f  appointing  should be 
strictly avoided. Sufficient 
budget provision must be made before the proccss of 
appointm ents. Teacher’s 
salaries should be paid in 
full and on the 1st o f  every 
month. Our governments 
should not cncouragc private 
tuitions as well as the so 
callcd ‘spceial coaching cen­
ters’. publication ofshortcut 
books, mushroom growth 
o f  tiny private and personal 
schools, ctc.

Some may feci lhat our 
dem ocratic right to earn 
livelihoods through personal 
schools will suffer bccausc 
o f  this. (The writer may he 
contacted a t khhattacha- rya!8I (agmaii. com)

NEP-2020: 
W here ends 
justify the 

means
Editor,
I would like to draw 

your attention lo the news 
item "NEP pla« o f  NEHU 
finds few takers” in your 
esteemed paper dated July 
23.2023 wherein the Megha­
laya College Tcachcrs' As­
sociation (M CT\) claimed 
that during the 110th Aca­
dcmic Council meeting no 
resolution was adopted to 
implement the NEP 2020 
from the acadcnic session
2023-24, hence, the noti­
fication issued by the Col­
lege Development Council 
(CDC) Officcr on Special 
Duly, dated July 12. 2023. 
which staled that ”in pursu­
ance o f  the decision taken 
at the 110th meeting o f  
its Academic Council that 
was duly endorsed by the 
187th meeting of the Execu­
tive Council. the University 
would implement the Four 
Year Undergraduate Pro­
gramme (FYUP) envisaged 
in the NEP 2020 with effect 
from the ensuing 2023-24 
Acadcmic Session at its af­

filiated colleges” tantamount 
to m isrepresentation o f 
facts. To date, the office o fthe CDC has m a in ta in e d  a n  
astute silcncc on the allega­
tion o f  the Association.

However, on Ju ly  26,
2023, in a news item "NEHU 
acadcmic council cannot 
implement NEP" in your 
paper. Prof. G hanshyam  
Bcz claimed that the Execu­
tive Council has delegated 
its pow er to ihc V.C. to 
decide on NEP implemen­
tation, implying that the 
approval ofthc same by the 
Acadcmic Council is not 
required. As a sample, I am 
just forwarding the follow­
ing two URLs: hltps://ncp. 
gauhati.ae.im 'notification 
and https: timcsofindia. 
indiatimcs.com/cducation/ 
ncws'dclhi-univcrsity-ap- 
provcs-implementation-of- 
ncp-from-2022-23-scssion1' 
articlcshow.'85823725.cms. 
which will make it amply 
dear that, both in the case 
o f  Gauhati University (a 
State University) and Delhi 
University (a Central Uni­
versity). the implementation 
o f  N EP 2020 was made only 
after the decision to imple­
ment the same was passed 
by the Academic Council, 
which was subsequently

approved by the Excculivc 
Council. So, to assume that 
the decision o f  the Aca­
d e m ic  C o u n c i l  is  i r r e le v a n t 
in the im plementation o f  
NEP 2020 is unacceptable, 
unless material cvidcncc 
can be provided to prove 
otherwise.

Moreover, the learned 
professor's implication that 
ihc Academic Council has 
no part to play in the imple­
m entation o f  NEP 2020 
highlights the lack o f  coor­
dination between the NEHU 
administrative set-up. as the 
CDC notification and the 
claims o f  Prof. Ghanshyam 
Bcz, a member o f  the NEP 
2020 implementation Com­
mittee of NEHU, contradict 
cach other.

Lastly, all stakeholders 
who have rcccivcd the said 
notification and have been 
forced to act upon it should 
get clarification from the 
conccrncd authority o f  the 
university as to the authen­
ticity o f  the matters stated 
in the notification bccausc. 
as o f  now. it seems lhat au­
thority in NEHU seems to 
believe that the end justifies 
the means.

Yours ctc..
S K  P ra d h a n .

Shillong

Chaos at 
Inter-School 
Tae-kwondo  

Championship
Editor,
I wish to diarc my pro­

found disappointment and 
concern regarding the recent­
ly conducted 1st Meghalaya 
Inter-School Taekwondo 
Championship, organized by 
Army Public School. Urnroi 
Military Station on 22nd and 
23rd July 2023.

The even;, which held 
great promise for countlcss 
children and their parents, 
turned into a disheartening 
ordeal for th-; participants. 
Many o f  these young tae­
kw ondo enthusiasts had 
trained diligently and pre­
pared wholeheartedly to 
showcase their skills. How­
ever, due to the disorganized 
nature of the championship, 
it failed to live up to its 
potential.

One o f  the most glaring 
issues was the lack o f  proper 
timing and scheduling. Ex­
pecting yourg children io 
endure long hours front 9
a m  u n ti l  10  p m  to o k  a  to ll
on their physKal and mental

well-being. Additionally, the 
failure to allocate separate 
lime slots for the weigh-inso f  participant:; who had 
submitted their application 
form s in advance added 
to the chaos, leading to an 
unpleasant and uncomfott- 
able cxpericncc for ev eryone 
involved.

The inadequacy o f  infra­
structure was also evident, 
with only two arenas avail­
able for a staggering 400 
participants. This forced par­
ticipants with varying skill 
levels to compctc together, 
resulting in unfair matchcs 
and some children being 
deprived o f  the opportunity 
to showcase their talents 
altogether. This, in turn, led 
to a wave o f  disappointment 
and frustration among the 
eager young athletes.

I urge ihc organizers to 
lake immediate action to rec­
tify ihc organizational flaws 
and ensure a fair, safe, and 
enjoyable cxpcricncc for all 
participants in fuiurccvcnts. 
Our young athlete’s dreams 
should not be compromised 
due to organisational neg­
ligence.

I sincerely hope that my 
conccrns will reach the ap­propriate authorities and
prompt and ncccssary steps

taken to ensure that events 
like these are belter orga­
nized in the future, allowing
o u r  c h i ld re n  to  s h in e  in  th e
spirit o f  sportsmanship.

Yours ctc., 
F. Marhaniang 

A conccrncd & 
disheartened parent.

Via email

Unprecedented  
traffic chaos
liditor,
I am writing lo express 

my deep concern about the 
increasingly severe traf­
fic congestion on the route 
from Mawiong to the Civil 
Hospital area. As a daily 
commutcr on this route. I 
have personally experienced 
the frustrating and timc- 
consuming ordeal o f  being 
stuck in traffic for more than 
two hours every day.

Ihc situation has reached 
a lipping point where traffic 
jams have bccomc a  regular 
occurrence leading to sig­
nificant delays and disrup­
tions in the daily lives o f  
countlcss individuals who 
depend on this route for 
their commutes. The issue
n o t  o n ly  a lV ccls  d ie  w in k in g
population but also impacts

students, businesses, and 
essential scrviccs, causing 
an adverse ripple effect on
th e  e n t ir e  co m m u n ity .

The reasons behind this 
chronic congestion demand 
urgent attention from the 
conccrncd authorities. Some 
possible factors contributing 
to ihc problem could be in­
adequate read infrastructure, 
an increase in ihc number of 
vehicles, ineffective traffic 
m anagem ent, and ongo­
ing construction activities. 
Identifying the root causcs is 
vital to formulating cfTcctivc 
solutions.

1 urge h e  relevant au­
thorities to take immediate 
action to alcviatc the traffic 
congestion on this crucial 
route. Some potential mea­
sures to consider include:

Conducting a comprehen­
sive traffic study to under­
stand the utdcrlying causcs 
and identify bottlenecks.

Implementing belter traf­
fic management strategics, 
such as traffic signal syn- 
chronizaticn and lane man­
agement.

Investing in road infra­
structure improvements to 
accommodate the increasing 
traffic flow,

E n c o u r a g in g  th e  u s e  o f
public transportation by

improving the frequency and 
efficiency o f  buses or other 
public transit options.

P r o m o t i n g  c a r p o o l i n g  
and ridcsharing initiatives 
to reduce the number o f  
single-occupancy vehicles 
on the road.

By addressing ibis issue 
promptly, we can improve 
the overall quality o f  life 
for everyone who relics on 
this route for their daily 
commute. Additionally, it 
will lead to environmental 
benefits, as reduced traf­
fic congestion translates 
to lower emissions and a 
clcancr atmosphere.

I call upon the conccrncd 
authorities to lake swift ac­
tion and prioritize the resolu­
tion o f  this pressing mailer. 
Let us work together to 
ensure smoother traffic flow, 
shorter commute times, and 
a more efficient transporta­
tion system for the benefit of 
ihc entire community.

Yours etc., 
R. Sarki 
Shillong

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
ihc views o f the writers/ 
authors and not that o f 
I he  Shillong tlines
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“ There are some ideas so wrong 
that only a very' intelligent person could 

believe in them. ”
—  G eorge Orwell
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G etting away w ith skullduggery
TH E M eghalaya High Court is presently the 
only  institution providing light at the end o f  
the dark tunnel that is the State o f  M eghalaya. 
The jud icious and deft handling o f  the illegal 
coal m ining and transportation saga that has 
been carrying on in the state for the last 9 years 
since the NG T ban on coal m ining in April 2 0 14 
gives hope that those with a  propensity to treat 
the law as  dispensable rubbish will ultimately 
be hauled up and face the consequences o f  their 
actions. While police officials at the districts 
must be held accountable for closing their eyes 
to the daylight crim e, this entire gamut o f  illegal 
m ining, transportation  and  rc -transporta tion  
in the form o f coal brought from outside the 
state is a well-oiled machinery involving many 
other departments such as M ining and Geology, 
Transport, Police and the district administrations 
as well. The verbal orders for this coal business 
which funds the stale elections in the sam e w'ay 
that d rug money funds elections in M anipur all 
com e from the top rungs o f  the governm ent. 
Hence if  punishment for these g ross illegalities 
is to be m eted out then the low er rung officials 
alone cannot be held guilty. A police official in 
Ri Bhoi District w ho decided to carry out his 
duties and check the illegal transportation o f 
coal paid w'ith h is life. The case is still hanging 
fire afte r seveial years. Justice takes so long to 
be serv ed. M eanwhile, the o ther police officials 
reason that they d on’t want to put their lives 011 
the line but rather earn  from the transactions 
instead.

The wealth ranking and affluent lifestyles o f  
some o f  the local police officers is indication 
enough that not all their acquisitions are from 
their salaries alone. Th is is alm ost taken as a 
fact o f  life and par for the course. Corruption 
runs deep in Meghalaya. It begins at the lowest 
rungs o f  the administration. There are allega­
tions galore that officials in the Office o f  the 
Deputy Commissioner, East Khasi Hills who 
man the land registration desk take their pick as 
to whose property they w'ill immediately register 
and w hose will be held up. This transactional 
m alpractice is known to all but w ith so few 
whistleblowers. crim e is normalised.

In Assam, the m edia regularly reports o f  o f­
ficials taking bribes and being caught red handed 
and jailed  -  be they in the police or adm inistra­
tion. Can this ever happen in M eghalaya when 
corru ptio n  begins a t the very  top? Besides, 
elections in India today are impossible without 
freebies and cash d istribution . T he E lection 
Com m ission o f  India despite its best efforts is 
unable to check this. Hopefully this time around 
those guilty o f the illegal coal business transac­
tions w'ill be hauled up. Justice must be served 
so that people d o n 't  lose faith in the judicial 
system.

The Indubitable Social Backwardness 
of the Scheduled Tribes

It would not be wrong to 
say that the subject o f  Reser­
vation has been ‘adequately 
represented’ in the public 
discourse in the stale in re­
cent times. It is also true that 
this is not a new discourse. 
Thirty years ago. even twenty 
years ago. this has been the 
subjccl o f  articles and public 
demand o f  organisations. 
And perhaps, il would also 
nol be unlme 10 say that the 
present participants are at the 
tail end o f  the discourse. I use 
the words tail end. bccausc 
the Government has taken 
steps towards implementing 
the demand for reviewing 
the State Reservation Policy. 
Hence I congratulate the na­scent political party that has 
made use o f  legitimate demo­
cratic means to put pressure 
on the Government to give 
the issue a serious look. I also 
congratulate the Government for respecting the will o f  the 
people and accepting the 
proposal put forth by that 
party. In anticipation o f  the 
recommendations o f the yet to be formed Expert Commit­
tee. the present discourse is o f 
utmost importance bccausc 
the long pending demand is 
about to come to fruition, 
but the nature o f  that fruit 
is o f  critical im portance. 
W'ill it reflect the long public 
discourse that has brought us here, or will it take on an 
unfamiliar form?

The consistent demand 
from organisations has been 
to review the policy in onJcr 
that the quantum o f  quota is 
determined according to the 
proportion o f  the population 
of the Scheduled Tribes in 
the State. Their demand is 
based on the principle that 
the existing quota has caused 
a disadvantage to the Khasis. 
in public recruitm ent and 
acadcm ic courscs, owing 
to their larger population. 
This has been the historical 
demand and aspiration from 
many sections o f  the Khasi 
community, and the recent 
discourse has hinged on this aspect o f  proportional reser­
vation with various case laws 
and judgments being brought 
to the fore.

But at this present junc­ture. between the dceadee 
long historical discourse and 
the anticipated Expert Com­mittee. what is critical is the 
amplification of novel voices 
that would look to reshape 
the dialogue at this juncture 
and steer the discourse away 
from the historical demands 
that have actually brought 
us to this point. These novel 
voices can be grouped to­
gether as one. because they 
have the same underlying 
principle. This writer intends 
to show that their principle is 
wrong, and not according to 
the principle of the Constitu­
tional provision for Reserva­
tion. which is Article 16(4). 
This is necessary in order to 
empower the public to give 
a principled measure of the 
anticipated recommendations 
o f  the Expert Committee.

These novel voices have 
taken the form o f  new and 
unfamiliar demands that look 
to reshape tl)c very principles 
o f  the demand to review the 
Reserv ation Policy and steer 
it away from the historical 
aspirations that have led us to 
this juncture. First, questions

By Kitdor H. Blah
have emerged from some 
writers as to who deserves 
Reservation ivorc. The point 
o f  their question is that if we 
measure the economic and 
educational status o f  the Kha­
sis and the Garos, we would 
find that the Garo commu­
nity is "more backward” and 
hence, if  the policy is 10 be 
reviewed at all. it must be 
to give more Reservation 
to the Garos. Sccond, sincc 
there are districts in Jaintia 
Hills that have lower literacy 
rate than some districts in 
Garo Hills, there has risen 
a demand to determine the 
Reservation quota according 
lo the relative educational 
and economic status o f  dis­
tricts. Third, there has arisen 
a demand from an organisa­
tion called Ami* Corruption 
League, to give 4% reserva­
tion for Muslims in the state. 
Fourth, thcrc is a demand to 
exclude a section o f  the tribal 
com m unities in the state from Rcscrva ion. owing to 
their high economic status, 
by definint; them as “creamy 
layer.” Fifth, is the demand 
to give spccial Reservation 
to a scction o f  the tribal 
com munities in the state, 
owing to their low economic 
status, by defining them as 
"economically weaker scc­tion.” Sixth, is the demand 
from some tribal communi­
ties in the stale, namely, the 
l lajong. Rablu. Koch. Bodo. 
Kachari. Mini: Tai. under the 
new organisation ‘Meghalaya 
Indigenous Minority Tribes.’ 
to give 15% Reservation for 
these communities. All these 
novel voiccs arc one voicc, 
and all these unfamiliar de­
mands have ore and the same 
underlying principle, and that 
is to question the "backward­
ness" o f  that :ribal commu­
nity or those tribal districts 
that have a rcativcly higher 
economic and educational 
status, and to therefore ques­
tion their privilege to enjoy 
equal Reservation.

This writer intends to es­
tablish the indubitable social 
backwardness o f  the Schcd- 
ulcd Tribes, and the indubi- tnblc constitutional privilege 
o f  every Scheduled Tribe 
to enjoy cqusl Reservation 
as other Scheduled Tribes, 
which o f  count* can only be achieved by d;termining the 
Reservation quota in terms 
o f  their population, which 
is the principle o f  the State 
Reservation Policy.

The Constitutional provi­
sion for Reservation. Ar­
ticle 16(4) is noted in social 
backwardness The historical 
and social backwardness o f 
castes in India that bcckoncd 
Reservation is due to the 
social discrimination that 
is present in the Caste Sys­
tem. which has resulted in 
generational economic and 
educational backwardness. 
What the Sclvdulcd Castes 
historically could not afford, 
due to the d scriminatory 
Caste System, was social 
mobility, i.e. the opportu­
nity to improve their social 
status. Thus, in the Indian 
context, and n the context o f  Reservation, economic 
and educational backward­
ness cannot bcdivorccd from 
social backwardness. In the

case o f  the Scheduled Tribes, 
there are no criteria that de­
fine a Scheduled Tribe, and 
the Government has not laid down any such criteria when 
it listed the Scheduled Tribes. 
But there has historically 
been certain inherent features 
that characterised Scheduled 
Tribes, such as the hill ar­
eas and'or forests that they 
inhabited that was isolated 
from the mainland, the social 
life that they lived that was 
secluded from other com ­
munities at large, the distinct 
customs that they practiced 
that made them peculiar and 
excluded from the main body 
o f  people. In other words, 
the social backwardness o f 
the Scheduled Tribes was rooted in their geographical 
and social isolation. While 
these arc not the criteria that 
define Scheduled Tribes, 
they arc what has historically 
characterised them.

The history o f  the Sched­uled tribes in North l-ast 
India is that the areas they 
inhabited were defined as 
"backw ard trac ts” by the 
British in the Government o f  
India Act, 1919. They were 
later rcdefmed as “excluded 
areas” and "partially  ex ­
cluded areas” in the Govern­
ment o f  India Act. 1935 for 
the purpose o f  administra­
tion. The Khasi Hills. Jaintia 
Hills. Garo Hills and Mikir 
Hills fall under the "partially 
excluded areas .” In both 
Acts, spccial provisions were 
made in the administration 
o f  the "backward tracts”  and 
the “excluded and partially 
excluded areas”  such that (i) 
the provisions o f  the 1919 
Act would not apply to the 
“backward tracts" without 
exceptions and m odifica­
tions. and that any Act o f  the 
Indian Legislature shall not 
apply to these areas, or shall 
apply subject to exceptions 
and modifications, as notified 
by the Governor-General (ii) 
no Act o f  the Federal Leg­
islature or o f  the Provincial 
Legislature under the 1935 
Act shall apply to the “ex­
cluded and partially excluded 
areas” unless the Governor 
so directs, subject to excep­
tions and modifications as 
notified by him and (iii) the 
Governor may make regula­
tions for the peace and good 
government o f  the “excluded 
and partially excluded areas” and such regulations may 
repeal or amend any Act of 
the Federal and Provincial 
Legislatures and any exist­
ing Indian Law. Moreover, 
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
existed beyond the boundar­
ies o f  British India, except 
for a few Sirdarships, and 
the British never imposed 
taxation on these hills. Thus, 
although no criteria has ever 
been laid down by the Brit­
ish or by the Government 
o f  India to define Scheduled 
Tribes, yet the h istorical 
characteristics, geographical 
isolation and peculiar social 
life o f  the Scheduled Tribes 
made their social backward­
ness self-evident, and without 
question.

The Supreme Court in the 
judgment dated 16.11.1992 
in the case "lndra Sawhncy 
vs Union o f  India" made this 
ruling in para 88A, point

(e): "It is not correct to say that the backward class con­
templated by Article 16(4) 
is lim ited to the socially 
and educationally backward 
classes referred to in Article 
15(4) and Article 340. It is 
much wider. The test or re­
quirement o f social and edu­
cational backwardness can­
not be applied to Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, 
who indubitably fall within 
the expression "backward 
class o f  citizens.” The accent 
in Article 16(4) appears to be 
on social backwardness."

Thus, the word “back­
wardness" in Article 16(4) 
cannot be broken down to 
the singular “social back­
wardness" or the singular 
“educational backwardness" 
in Article 15(4). as it is much 
wider in meaning. It sccnvs 
that Article 15(4) has placed 
the backw ardness o f  the 
Scheduled Tribes apart from 
the social backwardness and 
educational backwardness of 
other classes when it says. 
“The state is permitted to make any special provision for the advancement o f  any 
socially and educationally 
backward classes o f  citi/cns 
or for the Scheduled Castes 
and S chedu led  T rib e s .” 
H ence the backw ardness 
o f  any Scheduled Tribe is 
indubitable, i.e. it is beyond 
question. It is not subjcct to 
any question based on any 
test o r parameters o f  social 
backwardness or education­
al backwardness, and inter 
alia o f  any economic back­wardness. Thus, the above 
mentioned novel voiccs and 
unfam iliar dem ands, that 
seek to put forth the question. 
"Who deserves Reservation 
more?" or to subjccl the tribal 
communities in the state to 
such tests or parameters of 
backwardness, or to divide 
the tribal com munities in 
the state according to social, 
educational and economic 
status, or to divide the state 
itself according to the social, 
educational and economic 
status o f  different districts, 
have a single-point agenda 
and that is to question the backwardness o f  any Sched­
uled Tribe. Their principle 
is defeated by the principle o f  indubitable backwardness 
o f  any Scheduled Tribe in 
Article 16(4) and the above 
mentioned Supreme Court 
judgment dated 16.11.1992.

Thus, in anticipation of 
the recom m endations o f  
the Expert Committcc. the 
reader must understand the 
unprincipled nature o f these novel v oiccs and unfamiliar 
demands, in contrast, the 
continued historical aspira­
tion for equal Reservation 
for all the tribal communi­ties in the state can only be 
achieved by determ ining 
the proportional reservation 
based on population, which 
is the principle o f  the State 
Reservation Policy in the 
Resolution dated 12.01.1972. 
Moreover, the reasons for 
the low educational and eco­
nomic status in some districts 
is not due to social discrimi­
nation or exclusion. There is 
also great social mobility. A 
mechanic's son can bccomc 
a legislator, and a farmer’s 
son can bccomc a professor. 
Hence what these districts 
need is good govcmancc and 
clcan politics.

Police Tech 
M enace: Open 

letter
Editor.
Docs the Meghalaya Po­

lice’s quest for crimc solv­
ing infringe on th-: common 
man’s civil liberties? That’s 
the question I’m asking today 
as modern technology con­
tinues to make it easier for 
law enforcement agencies to 
illegally monitor us innocent 
citi/cns.

In a recent incident, cyber 
sleuths from the SP’s Of­
fice, Laitumkhrah PS and 
Nongthymmai Policc Beat 
House were left red-faced 
and embarrassed after they 
were exposed by a hacker for 
stealing personal p notes from 
the Tw ittcr accourt o f  a man 
from Cambodia (possibly o f  
Khmer descent) ind using 
them to create fake Telegram 
accounts(f«cardapoly and 
(</ dj_applc)in order to track 
'suspects’ as part o f  their 
CCTNS program.

Even though the Indian 
T elegraph A ct, 1S.S5 and 
the Iniorm ation technol­
ogy Act. 2000 lias under 
certain circumstances, per­
m itted the government to

conduct surveillance such 
as interception o f  calls and 
data, however, planting of 
bugs in innoccnt civilians' 
phones disguised as mobile 
applications and games like 
Dailyhunt. NcvvsPop. Snap- 
chat and Solitaire to spy 
on their activities is highly 
unethical and a criminal act 
punishable by law. Has the 
Meghalaya Police forgotten 
that stealing personal photos 
o f  people without their con­sent is expressly prohibited 
under the IT Act? Have they 
forgotten that violating these 
cyber laws could land them 
in jail?

It is evident that technol­
ogy has bccomc part and 
parcel o f  our lives and the 
world has transformed into a 
global community where our 
lives have bccomc more con- 
ncctcd than ever before. And 
while many of us agree that 
modem age AI gadgets and 
software should definitely be used in fighting crimc in the 
state, however w hit concerns 
us the general public is the 
blatant use o f  modem tech­
nology to invade our privacy without a warrant; and it is 
also hard to ignore that the 
technology itself might have 
unintended and invasive side 
effects.

It is obvious that with the 
development o f  social media 
and sophisticated technology 
our lives have bccomc less 
private; hence it becomes 
more important than ever to 
secure our privacy. Speak­
ing o f  privacy, do citi/cns 
o f  M eghalaya know that 
the Meghalaya Police also 
use tower dumps to zero 
in on suspccts. but a lot of 
innocent people's data are 
swept up in the proccss? As 
a Meghalayan concerned 
about my own privacy. I now 
demand an answer. I want 
a clcarcr understanding o f  
where that data goes, how 
long it's stored and who has 
acccss to it. And if  the law 
stands for the general public, 
why shouldn't it apply to law 
enforcers themselves?

Yours ctc, 
A conccmcd citizen. 

Name withheld on request 
Via entail

UCC a double- 
sword

Editor.
The editorial “UCC -  Bit­

ing the bullei”  (S T  June 28 
2023) made interesting read­
ing. The Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC) in India proposes to

e d g e d :

replace the personal laws 
based on the scriptures and 
customs o f  exrh significant 
religious community in the 
country with a standard set 
governing every c itizcn . 
The demand for a uniform 
civil code was first raised by 
some women activists in the 
early twentieth century to 
empower woncn and bring 
gender cquiiy and parity. 
The demand for Uniform 
Civil C^dc was also made by Jawaharial Nehru, the first 
Prime Minister o f  India along 
with some women activists. 
Still, due to the opposition 
from the Muslim members, it 
was included n the Directive 
Principles o f  State Policy.Given India's diversity 
thcrc m ight be practical 
hurdles in implementing the 
Uniform Civil Code. There is 
a larger perception that UCC 
is aimed at encroachment on 
religious freedom. Religious 
communities will not easily 
acccpt changes in the way of 
their practice? . Secondly, the 
imposition of UCC will also 
be seen as Slate’s interfer­
ence in the personal matters o f  its citi/cns >vho are already granted the ri^ht to religious 
freedom by the Constitution. 
As such. UCC is going to be a 
susceptible and tough task.

There arc many adivasis 
and janjaatis who have their 
own traditions and customs. 
Some o f  them have expressed 
concern that their pooja pad- 
hhati (form o f  prayers) will 
be affected. Some o f  these 
com m unities also  follow their own norms for marriage 
and divorce, which they feel 
will be subsumed in the larg­
er law. Last week, the Khasi 
Hills Autonomous District 
Council unanimously passed a resolution to oppose the 
implementation o f  UCC in 
areas within its jurisdiction. 
A coalition o f  30 tribal bod­
ies in Jharkhand on Sunday 
threatened to protest against 
the proposed law. India is 
home to an amazing 700 liv­
ing tribes with a population 
o f  104 million as p a  Census 
2011 and its tribal popula­
tion is the largest in the 
world. Despite encroaching 
urbanisation, habitat loss and 
dwindling livelihoods, many 
tribal communities continue 
to practice their traditions 
and to conserve the ancient 
wisdom handed down by 
their ancestors. The BJP is 
aware o f  the potential impli­cations of UCC on its vote 
share in tribal-dom inatcd 
areas and is wooing tribal 
com m unities in Madhya

Pradesh. Gujarat. Rajasthan 
and in the Northeast. States 
such as Uttarakhand. Uttar 
Pradesh. Madhya Pradesh 
and G ujarat have set up 
committees to examine UCC. 
Knowing the sensitivity o f  
the issue, the Sangh Parivar 
has pushed for building a nar­
rative. encouraging debate 
and discussion and creating 
consensus rather than just 
bringing legislation.

Last year, a private mem­
ber’s bill to implement UCC 
was introduced in the Rajya 
Sabha by a BJP lawmaker. 
Several states have been 
asked to or have prepared 
their draft bills and sugges­
tions solicited from people 
shows that the government 
believes in taking an ami­
cable route that will benefit 
all sections o f  socicty. How­
ever. the utterances o f  the 
Prime Minister in Bhopal arc 
an indication o f  an election 
plank for the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls that election will be 
fought on the basis o f  mandir 
and UCC. If UCC is imple­
mented t he conccpt o f  11 indu 
Undivided Family will have 
to be given a go-by. Will the Hindus acccpt it? ’

Yours ctc..
V K Lyngdoh.

Via email

No education, no 
health and doomed 

to poverty
By Benjamin Lyngdoh

The book Poor Econom­
ics (Penguin publication) by 
Abhijit V. Banerjcc and Es­
ther Dullo (winners o f  2019 
Nobel Prize in Economics) 
is extremely insightful and 
backed by extensive data 
on how to understand poor­
ness and the possible ways 
to mitigae it. Its narration 
on poverty and poorness 
is primarily based on 18 
dcvclopirg counirics data­
set mainly from Africa and 
Asia with India included. 
The writings, analyses, find­
ings and arguments o f  the 
book resonate closely with 
Meghalaya. This is bccausc 
much o f  the narrations about 
schools, nighcr education, 
skills, being productive as 
a human, health impacts on 
account o f poor nutrition, 
being stunted, diarrhoea, 
malaria, ctc makes ii easily 
rclatablc with the current 
scenario of Meghalaya. In 
the observed opin ion  o f  
this writer, Poor Economics 
is best suited as a knowl­
edge base for understanding 
Meghalaya’s poorness and 
thereby nay give a sense o f 
direction in its development 
policy and planning.

Educaiion is a necessity 
to break the chains o f  poor­
ness and move out o f  the 
poverty trap. It is observed 
globally tiat if  one is poorly 
educated then the chance 
o f  declining into poverty 
is more. It is important to 
make a distinction between 
literacy and education as the 
latter’s connotation implies 
’the ability and capability to 
engage in gainful employ­
ment'. For example, a liter­
ate person may or may not be 
able to lard employment but 
an educated person on some 
trait (say graphics, spccial 
effects, ood production, 
tailoring, etc) will be able to 
sustain ai d comc up in life. 
This exemplifies the value 
o f  cducat on it is not just 
a degree, rather, an enabler 
for livclil’ood. Meghalaya’s 
education scenario needs to 
graduallyshift focus towards 
m aking students capable 
o f  trying out new things. 
Simply asking questions as 
ifa  kilogram of potatoes cost 
Rs. 100 what would be the 
cost for 250 grams has less 
value. It has to shift towards 
what can be made from a 
kilogram o f  potatoes and 
when sold how much would 
be the revenue and if it be 
profitable? Poor education 
results in incapable citizens 
and this ultimately reflects 
on the stilus of Meghalaya 
in the national picture. The 
NEP. 2020 aims 10 address 
some o f  hcsc nagging de­
velopmental bottlenecks but 
the policy is a non-starter. 
The state government has 
been showing inability to 
implement the policy. One 
o f  the reasons for this is 
the lack of a spccial fund 
spccifica ly meant for the 
im plem entation o f  NEP. 
Time to a;i on it!

It is useless for a per­
son to be educated but not 
be healthy and vice versa. 
This is because he'shc will 
be less valuable to socicty. 
This is precisely the rea­
son why human resource 
development focuses upon 
both education and health 
equally. Banerjcc and Duflo 
make a case for poor health 
due to link o f  food and the 
ncccssary calorics per day 
10 get the body going and be 
productive. Living below the 
poverty line directly implies 
that the people eat lesser and 
poorer quality food which in 
turn advcscly impacts their 
health. T.iis in turn makes 
one unable to have the re­
quired energy to work and 
earn a living for self and the 
household. This makes the 
family ircapablc o f  mov­
ing out of poorness. This 
phenomenon is described 
as a food poverty trap. Fur­
ther. eating less would mean 
that the children and family 
would be more vulnerable to 
ailments, ihcreby making the 
whole situation one vicious 
cycle. The demands o f  edu­
cation require for the body 
and mind to be adequately 
nourished and healthy. In 
the absciKe o f  health, how 
is a student supposed to be 
capable and climb up the

ladder'? For example, people 
living below the poverty line 
have the same aspirations for 
their children as any middlc- 
incomc family would. When 
poor health wreaks havoc 
on learning capability, all 
dream s arc shattered and 
then comes the claim that 
the rural students cannot 
compete with the urban ones. 
In general, this is still true 
(even if  the rcccnt class X 
and XII results have shown 
some exceptions).

The Meghalaya numbers 
on education  and health 
leave a lot to be desired. 
According to CE1C data the 
gross enrolment ratio for 
tertiary education (higher 
education at colleges, uni­
versities. ctc) in 2020 was 
25.8% (a decline from 26.1% 
in 2019). 'Hie average from 
2010 to 2020 stood at 20.8%. 
India's gross enrolment ratio 
for higher education in 2020 
was already around 27%. 
These figures only show the 
lack o f penetration o f  educa­
tion in Meghalaya. There arc 
many factors for this. At the 
forefront are poorness and 
the unfavourable impact of 
covid-19 pandem ic. The 
figures also td l  us that with 
a sizable chunk o f  the popu­
lation outside the ambit of 
education, the future does 
not look good. It is also to 
be noted that the majority 
o f  these are children from 
poor families. This means 
that they will continue to be 
victims o f  the vicious cycic 
o f  poorness and most likely 
even their children. Further, 
the 2021 National Health 
Systems Resource Centre 
Report on Meghalaya shows 
that 45% o f children below 
the age o f  5 years suffer 
from anaemia. Around 36% 
o f  the children in Garo hills 
are stunted and the figure is a 
whopping 59% for the Khasi 
hills. The proportion of com- 
municablc and nutritional 
diseases contributes to 36% 
o f  total disease burden. Fur­
ther. lower respiratory tract 
infection, malaria, diarrhoea 
etc are the leading causcs of 
deaths. These numbers are a 
blot on the prospect o f  hu­
man resource development 
in Meghalaya.

The Meghalaya numbers 
are significant as Bancijcc 
and Duflo make a compel­
ling argument with regards 
to education  and health. 
Their basic premise is that 
education is a must to break 
the chains of poorness and 
health is critical to grow' into 
productive and resourceful 
adults. In the absence o f  
schooling and skilling an 
entire future would be wast­
ed and lost. If children are 
more prone to say diarrhoea, 
malaria and anaemia when 
young, their physical and 
psychological development 
is dented. This is basically a 
simple presentation and un­
derstanding o f  development. 
If education and health are 
not addressed appropriately then such people will never 
be able to break the chains of 
poverty and would forever be 
doomed into poverty. More 
concerning is the established 
fact that the poorness would 
continue into generations. 
This can be summed up as 
a ’poorness o f  generations'. 
Today. Meghalaya is talking 
a lot in terms o f  collective 
development cft’orts at the 
rural levels, entrepreneur­
ship and building o f  capaci­
ties. Although that is fine, the 
real problem lies in educa­
tion and health, particularly 
o f  children. Then only will 
the next generation be really 
productive and contribute to­
wards a better Meghalaya.

In conclusion, to quote 
Banerjcc and Duflo (page 
65). ‘the good news is that 
i f  som ething like this is 
what is going on (proper 
interventions in education 
and health), wc may only 
need one push, one gen­
eration that gets to grow 
up and work in a healthy 
environment, to set the trap 
loose*. So. are we interested 
in investing in a generation?

(The w riter teaches al 
NEHU; Email - benjamin@ 
nehit.ac.in,)
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ONE FOR THE BOOK CLUB
o n to  h e r  d re a m s?

T h e  H o u se  o f  D o o rs  
It is 1921 and  at C asso w ary  H ouse n th e  S tra its  

S e ttle m e n ts  o f  P en an g , R obert H am lyn is a w ell- 
to -d o  la w y e r and  h is  s te e ly  w ife  L esley  a so c ic ty  
h o s te s s . T h e ir  l iv e s  a rc  in v ig o ra te d  w hen W illie , 
an  o ld  f r ie n d  o f  R o b e r t 's , c o m es to  stay .

W illie  S o m erse t M au g h am  is o n e  o f  the  g re a t ­
e s t  w r ite r s  o f  h is  day. B ut he is  b e le a g u e re d  by 
an  u n h a p p y  m a rr ia g e , i l l - h e a l th  and b u s in e s s  
in te rc s ts  th a t h av e  g o n e  b a d ly  aw ry. H e is a lso  
stru g g lin g  to  w r ite . T he m ore  L e s le y s  frie n d sh ip  
w ith  W illie  g ro w s , the  m ore c le a r ly  she see  him  
as he is - a m an w ho  h as  no c h o ic e  b u t to  m ask 
h is tru e  se lf .

A s W illie  p re pa res to  leave and  face h is dem ons. 
Les ley  co n fid e s  se c re ts  o f  he r ow n, in c lu d in g  how  
sh e  cam e to  know  the  c h a r ism a tic  D r Sun Yat Sen, 
a rev o lu tio n a ry  f ig h tin g  to  o v erth ro w  the  im peria l 
d y n a s ty  o f  C h in a . A nd  m o re  s c a n d a l-  o u s  
s t i l l ,  sh e  re v e a ls  her co n n e c tio n  to the 
e a s e  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  w orn

s is te rs  c o m p le te  e a c h  o th e r , e x p e c tin g  th a t th e ir  
fam ily  w ill a lw a y s  be in ta c t.

W hen Ju lia  fa lls  in love  w ith  W illiam  W alte rs , 
a h is to ry  s tu d e n t  and  c o lle g e  s p o r ts  s ta r , sh e 's  
d e l ig h te d  by the  w ay  h er p la n s fo r  a d u lth o o d  are  
co m in g  to g e th e r . A h u sb a n d , a h o u se , a fam ily . 
But w hen  d a rk n e s s  from  W illia m 's  past b e g in s  
to  b lo ck  the  lig h t o f  h is fu tu re , it is  S y lv ie , not 
Ju lia , w ho step s in to help . S u ddenly , th in g s sh ift. 
D y n am ic s and  re la tio n sh ip s , p r io r i tie s  and se c re ts  
• e v e ry th in g  th a t w as o n ce  a g iv en  no lo n g e r is.

R ich  and  v iv id , h e a r tb re a k in g  and h e a r t-m e n d ­
in g , H ello  B e a u tifu l c a p tu re s  th e  jo y . trag ed y , 
tru s t , and  b e tra y a l to a sk : w h at d o e s  it  m ean to 
be a fam ily ?  A nd o n c e  sh a t te r e d , can  it  be  p ie c e d  
back  to g e th e r?

T h e  M is su s  
T he fo llo w -up  to  th e  N o. 1 S un da y  T im es b e s t­

s e l le r  T he M is te r , a p a ss io n a te  a n d  th r i l l in g  lo v e  
s to ry  fro m  E L Ja m e s , a u th o r  o f  the  p h en o m e na l 
b e s ts e l lin g  F if ty  S h ad es T r ilo g ie s .

A lc s s ia  r e ­ g a rd s  h e r h usband  th ro u g h

A book b r.n g s up s tro n g  e m o tio n s and  g iv e s  
y o u  a b re a k  f ro m  d u m b  s c r o l l in g  an d  
s c r e e n  lim e s. H e re  a r e  so m e e n r ic h in g  
re a d s  fo r  th e  v c e k s  ah ead .

O n ly  Love C an  H u r t  L ik e  T h is
N e ith e r  o f  them  e x p e c te d  to  fa ll in lo v e . But 

s o m e tim e s  life has o th e r  p la n s.W h e n  W ren r e a ­
l i s e s  h e r  fia n c e  is in  lo v e  w ith  so m e o n e  e ls e , 
sh e  th in k s  h e r h ea rt w ill n e v e r  rc c o v e r. On the  
o th e r  s id e  o f  the w o rld . A n d ers lo st h is w ife  fo u r  
y e a rs  ago  and  is s til l  s tru g g lin g  to m ove on. W ren 
ho p es th a t sp en d in g  the  su m m er w ith  h e r  d ad  and 
s te p - fa m ily  on th e ir  farm  in In d ia n a  w ill h e lp  her 
to  h ea l. T h e re .a m id  th e  c o rn f ie ld s  an d  f ir e f lie s , 
sh e  and A ndcr*  c ro ss  p a th s  an d  th e ir  w o rld s  a re  
tu rn e d  u p sid e -d o w n  a g a in . B u t W ren d o c s  no t 
k now  th a t A n d ers is  h a rb o u r in g  a s e c re t , an d  if  
he  a c ts  on  any  f e e lin g s , he has fo r  W ren it w ill 
h ave se r io u s  fa ll-o u t fo r  ev e ry o n e . W alk ing  aw ay 
w ould  hurt W ren m ore  than  sh e  can  im ag in e . B ut. 
k n o w in g  th e  tru th , how  can  sh e p o ss ib ly  stay ?

T h e  D e v il 's  F lu te  M u r d e rs
An in g e n io u s  and  h ig h ly  a tm o s p h e r ic  c l a s ­

s ic  w h o d u n it  f ro m  J a p a n 's  m a s te r  o f  c r im e . 
A m id  th e  rub b le  o f  p o s t-w a r  T okyo , in s id e  th e  
g ra n d  T su b ak i h o u se , a o n c c -n o b le  fam ily  is in 
m o u rn in g . The o ld  v isc o u n t T su b a k i. a b ro o d in g , 
t ro u b le d  co m p o ser, has been  fou n d  d ead . W hen th e  fa m ily  g a th e r fo r  a d iv in a t io n  to c o n ju re  the  
s p i r i t  o f  th e ir  d e p a r te d  p a t r ia r c h , d e a th  v is i ts  
the  h o u se  o n e ; m o re , an d  the  b r i l l ia n t  K o su k c  
K in d a ich i is ca llc d  in to in v e s t ig a te . But b e fo re  
h e  can  get to :hc tru th  K in d a ic h i m ust u n co v er 
th e  T su b a k is ' m ost d is tu rb in g  s e c re ts , w h ile  the  
g ru e so m e  m urders c o n tin u e ...

O tk c r  P e o p le s  H u sb a n d s
S o m e tim e s  f r ie n d sh ip  c r o s s e s  a l in e  . . .  A 

g ro u p  o f  c lo se  fr ie n d s , th e ir  b o n d s fo rg ed  at the  
n u rse ry  g a te s  two d c c a d c s  a g o . h av e  c e le b ra te d , 
c o m m ise ra te d  an d  g row n to g e th e r: th ey  th o u gh t 
they  a ll knew  cach o th e r  so  w e ll.U n til  th e  a ffa ir . 
N ow  a c rack  ap p ears  in e v e ry th in g .

C o u ld  o n e  b e tray a l r e a l ly  d e s tro y  it  a l l?
M uch A do  A b o u t N ad a

O n c e  th e y  w e re  s w e e th e a r t s ,  n o w  th e y 'r e  
s t r a n g e r s .  W orse th a n  s t r a n g e r s  - p r a c t i c a l ly  
e n e m ie s .

But w ill a ch an ce  e n c o u n te r  o f f e r  N ada and  
Baz a sc c o n d  chance at lo v e?  N ada Syed is s tu ck . 
A t tw e n ty -e ig h t , sh e 's  l iv in g  w ith  h e r  p a re n ts  
a nd  m o u rn in g  th e  fa ilu re  o f  h e r s ta r t-u p  baby, 
w h ich  f a ile d  bccau se  o f  a d o u b le -c ro s s in g  b u s i­
n e ss  p a rtn e r .

N a d a 's  b e s t f rie n d  H alccm a  is  d e te rm in e d  to  
p ry  h er from  her sh e ll - and  w hat b e tte r  p lace  than 
a t th e  g ia n t an n u a l M u slim  c o n fe re n c e ?  A nd d id  
H alccm a m en tion  th a t Baz w ill b e  th e re ?  W hat 
H alccm a docsri't know  is th a t N ada and  B az have 
a se c re t  h is to iy . A nd in  th e ir  c h a n c e  e n c o u n te r  
a l  i h e  r n n f i T i 'n f i ' ,  th a t h is to ry  rom i*s h u rt l in g  
a t  N ad a , b rin g in g  a m o m en t o f  r e c k o n in g . W ill 
N ada find  a w ay to le t go  o f  the p ast b u t ho ld

P riz e - sh o r tl is te d  Tan T w an Hng, The H ouse  o f  
D o o rs  is a m a s te r fu l  n o v e l o f  p u b lic  m o ra l i ty  
a n d  p riv a te  tru th  a c e n tu ry  ag o . B ased o n  rea l 
e v e n ts  it is  a d ra m a  o f  lo v e  and b e tra y a l u n d er 
th e  sh ad o w  o f  Em pire .

H e llo  B e a u tifu l
F rom  the  N ew  Y ork T im es b e sts e llin g  a u th o r  o f  

D ear E d w ard  c o m es a b e a u tifu l ly  ten d er, h e a r t ­
b re a k in g . and  m o v in g  s to ry  o f  fo u r  s is te rs  o v e r  
th re e  d ec a d e s .

M eet th e  P a d v an o  g ir ls . B est frie n d s and  s i s ­
te rs , they  a re  th o u gh t o f  as in se p a ra b le  by e v e ry ­
o ne in th e ir  c lo se -k n it  C h ic a g o  n eig h b ou rh o o d . 
J u l ia ,  th e  e ld e s t , is  the  " ro c k e t"  o f  th e  fam ily
- sh e  a lw a y s  h as a d e s t in a t io n  in m ind and  c le a r  
p la n s fo r  how  to  g e t th e re . S y lv ie , ihe  d re a m e r, 
is h a p p ie s t w ith  h e r  n o se  in  a book and im a g in e s  
a l i fe  fo r  h e r s e l f  o th e r  th an  th e  ex p e c te d  path  o f  
w ife  and  m other.

C c c c lia  an d  E m m elin e , th e  tw in s, a rc  th e  a r t ­
is t  an d  the  c a re g iv e r . F rom  ch ild h o o d , th e  fou r

a v a i la b le  w eap o n  sh e  h as . S h e  lo v e s  h im . She 
know s th is . S he w an ts h im .

A nd sh e  w a n ts  h im  to w an t her.
W h a t h a p p e n s  o n c e  th e  g la ss  s l i p p e r  f i t s . . .?

M axim  T rev e ly an , re lu c ta n t Earl o f  T rcv c th ick . 
h as p u rsu e d  the  w om an he lo v e s to  th e  w ild s  o f  
A lb a n ia . H av in g  fo u g h t fo r  and w on her, he now  
h as to wed her. at the  sh a rp  end  o f  a sh o tg u n .

B ut can  a re fo rm e d  rake lik e  M axim  ev er  m ake 
a good h usband  • o r  w ill h is ow n n o to rio u s re p u ta ­
tion  and  th e  sc a n d a lo u s se c re ts  o f  h is  a r is to c ra tic  
fa m ily  d e s tro y  h is n ew -fo u n d  h a p p in e ss?

A lc s s ia  D c m a c h i h a s  d e f ie d  a n d  o u tw it te d  
k id n a p p e rs  an d  tra f f ic k e rs , and  w on the  h e a r t o f  
th e  m an she lo v e s , b u t c a n  sh e  m ake th is  m ar­
r ia g e  w o rk ?  C o n fro n te d  by M ax im 's  lu r id  p a s t, 
h is fo rb id d in g  fam ily , an d  th e  lo o k s  and  w h is­
p e rs  o f  L o n d o n 's  e l i te ,  w ill sh e  e v e r  be se e n  as 
M a x im 's  c o u n te s s  - o r  w ill sh e  a lw a y s  be  h is 
fo rm e r c le a n e r?

F ro m  th e  m a je s t ic  m o u n ta in s  o f  A lb a n ia ,

th rough  the ru ra l id y ll o f  th e  E n g lish  c o u n try s id e , 
to  the  shady  g la m o u r  o f  co n te m p o ra ry  L o ndon . 
T he M issu s is  a sp e l lb in d in g  jo u rn e y  o f  lo v e , 
lo n g in g , a c c e p ta n c e  and  re d e m p tio n .

S u m m e r  R e a d in g
S am  se t o u t to sp en d  th e  su m m er re su r re c t in g  

h e r  c a rcc r  as a c h e f  but in s te a d , has to  c h ap ero n e  
h e r  h a lf-b ro th e r  to a ro b o tic s  c o m p e titio n  a t the 
lo ca l lib rary .

A nd n a tu ra lly , b c c a u sc  the  u n iv e rse  h a te s  her. 
the  lib ra ry 's  in te rim  d ire c to r . B en . tu rn s  out to 
be th e  Hot R e a d e r G uy  w h o se  book  sh e  a c c id e n ­
ta l ly  d e s tro y e d  on th e  fe rry  to  th e  is la n d . Sam  
d o e sn 't  do  r e a d in g . B en d o e sn 't  do  ro m a n tic  re ­
la tio n sh ip s . But w hen Ben in sp ire s  Sam  to  c re a te  
th e  co o k b o o k  sh e 's  a lw a y s  d re am ed  a b o u t, they 
d isc o v e r  th e re  m igh t b e  m o re  th a n  ju s t  a c r e a tiv e  
sp a rk  betw een  them .

W ill th is  su m m e r be  a re c ip e  fo r  d is a s te r . ..  
O r love?

B each  R iv a ls
O n e  b o o k sh o p  in  p a ra d is e . Two b it te r  r iv a ls . 

A w hole  su m m er to g e t th ro u g h ...
C la re  th o u gh t th a t by now  she w o u ld  h a v e  her 

l i fe  f ig u red  o u t. In s te a d , sh e 's  l iv in g  w ith  her 
p a re n ts , w o rk in g  a jo b  she h a te s  an d  has a b so ­
lu te ly  no id ea  w h a t sh e  w an ts  to  d o  w ith  th e  re s t 
o f  h e r  life .

W hen sh e  se c s  a v ira l jo b  a d v e r t fo r  a th rcc - 
m o n th  b o o k se lle r  p o s itio n  on a B a li b e a c h , she 
ju m p s  at the  ch a n c e . B ut i t 's  no t u n til  she  a r riv e s  
in B ali th a t C la re  r e a l is e s  sh e  w o n 't be  w o rk in g  
in the  b o o k sh o p  a lo n e .

In s te a d  sh e 's  s h a r in g  the  b o o k sh o p  • and  a 
f la t  - w ith  a h a n d so m e  bu t in fu r ia t in g  A m erican  
m an . Jack  is  C la re ’s o p p o s i te  in a lm o s t ev e ry  
w ay . a id  i t 's  not lo n g  b e fo re  th e y 'r e  d r iv in g  
c ach  o th er  c razy . But f ig h tin g  w ith  Jac k  is  a lso  
th e  m ost fun  C la re 's  had in y e a rs , and  i t 's  o n ly  a 
m a tte r  o f  tim e  b e fo re  th e ir  re la tio n sh ip  tu rn s  less 
th an  p ro fe ss io n a l. ..B e a c h  R iv a ls  is a n  e sc a p is t , 
s lo w -b u m  c n e m ie s - to - lo v c rs  rom  com  - the  id eal 
sum m er read !

O ffic e  S e c re ts  b y  H a r is h  B h a tt
T h e c o rp o ra te  m ask s w c w ear  h id e  m any a s e ­

c re t . The m ost p o ten t a rc  not th e  sc c rc t f in a n c ia l 
n u m be rs o r  c o n fid e n tia l  s tra te g y  d o c u m e n ts  h id ­
d en  aw ay in lo c k e d  d ra w e rs  o r  in  sa fe s  but the 
s im p le  o n e s-g o o d  f i l te r  c o f fe e , g e n e ro s i ty  and 
th ir ty  m inu tes o f  m c-tim c .

T h is  book o ffe rs  a s e le c tio n  o f  fa sc in a t in g  and 
u se fu l se c re ts  th a t can  h e lp  y o u  be  fa r  m ore  su c ­
c e s s fu l  a t y o u r w o rk p la c e . A s a b o n u s, th ey  can 
m ake you h a p p ie r  a s  w e ll. You w ill find  w ith in  
a ra n g e  o f  su b jc c ts -w h c th c r  the  best m e th o d s o f  
f ig h t ing e x h a u s t io n , o rg a n iz in g  y o u r w ork d e sk , 
th e  pow er o f  lis te n in g , w hy  k in d n e ss  is so  im p o r­
ta n t , w o rk p lace  le sso n s  from  H c rc u lc  P o iro t and 
w hat you c a n  le a rn  fro m  the  c o o k ie s  th a t your 
c o lle a g u e s  ca t.

t la r i ;h  B hat w ie ld s  h is  p en  w ith  h is s ig n a tu re  
in s ig h t to  d e l ig h t , in sp ire , p ro v o k e  an d  ch an g e 
the  w ay you  see  o ff ic e s  fo re v e r . ( lA N S Ii /e )

Pistachios recipes for the win
E v ery  d e lic a c y  h a v e  i ts  ow n  ta s te  an d  its  

a d o re d  by a la rg e  nu m be r o f  p e o p le . H ere 
a rc  som e rc c ip c s  c u ra te d  by A m erican  P is­
ta c h io s  to  g ive  a d iffe re n t  ta s te  to  y o u r  b u d s o f  
P is ta c h io s .

P IS T A C H IO , A S PA R A G U S  AND 
B L l'E  C H E E S E  R IS O T T O  
(By C h e f  A sh ish  B h a s in )

In g re d ie n ts :
280  g R iso tlo  r ic e  (S h o r t  g ra in  lik e  A rb o r io )
60 m l E x tra  v irg in  o liv e  o il
40  g O nion
50 ml W hite w in e
16 g L em on  zest
250  g A sparagus

60 g P arm esan  
40 g U nsalted  b u tte r  
800  ml V eg etab le  s to ck  
100 g C a lifo rn ia  P is ta c h io s  
60 g B lue C heese
5 g M icro  g re en  fo r  g a rn ish  
20 g Salt
10 g B lack  pepper 
In s tru c tio n s :
H ea t o l iv e  o il in a p an  and  add  f in e ly  ch o p p ed  

o n io n s , s a u te  till tra n s lu c e n t.
N ow add  r is o tto  r ic c . s a u te  fo r  a m inu te . 
D e g la z e  w ilh  w h ite  w in e , u n t il  w in e  e v a p o ­

ra te s :  ad d  l i t tle  s to c k  and  c o n tin u e  co o k in g  on 
s lo w  flam e g rtd u a lly .

K e e p  r e p e a t in g  t i l l  r i s o t to  is  a b o u t  to  be c o o k ed
B lanch  a sp a ra g u s s e p a ra te ly  and  m ix w ith  the 

r is o t to .
F in ish  riso tto  w ith  u n sa ltc d  b u tte r, p is ta c h io s .

b lu e  c h e e s e  and  g ra te d  p a rm esan . S tir  i t  v ig o r­
o u s ly  (p re fe ra b ly  w ith  a f ib e r  sp a tu la )  u n til  it 
g e ts  a c ream y  te x tu re .

F or g a rn is h in g , sp r in k le  p is ta c h  o sh a v in g s / 
f la k e s , c ru m b le  b lu e  c h e e s e  and  a b it o f  m ic ro - 
g rc c n .

A d ju st th e  s e a so n in g . F in ish  w ith  p a rs le y  and  
d riz z le  b a lsa m ic  r e d u c tio n  o n  top .

M A L A I PR A W N S 
(B y  C h e f  A n a n d  P a n w a r)

In g re d ie n ts :
10 0  g W h ite  O nion  
50 g C a lifo rn ia  P is ta c h io s  
10 g G in g e r  G a rlic  
100 g P raw n s

C u rry  L e a v e s . G reen  C h il l i  & 
S a lt to ta s te

100 ml C o c o n u t M ilk 
20 ml C o co n u t O il
I nctrtictSons*
H eat c o c o n u t o il  in a pan .
A dd  m u s ta r d  s e e d s  & c u r ry  

le a v e s .
A d d  w h ite  o n io n , p is ta c h io s ,  

g a r lic , g in g e r, g re en  ch ili to g e th e r  
and  co o k  fo r  a few  m inu tes 

A dd sa l t , tu rm e r ic  p o w d er, c o ­
c o n u t m ilk  and  m ake a g ra vy .

Put c le a n e d  p ra w ns in  the  g ra vy  
and  co o k  fo r  2 to 4 m inu tes .

G a rn ish  w ith  c u rry  le a v e s  and  
ch o p p ed  p is ta c h io .

P IS T A C H IO  P A N EER  
(B y  C h e f  A n a n d  P a n w a r)

In g re d ie n ts :
10 0  g W h ite  O nion  
50 g C a lifo rn ia  P is ta c h io s  
10 g G in g e r  G a r lic  P aste  
100 g P an ecr
C u rry  L e a v e s, S a lt, G reen  C h ili  as p e r  ta s te  
100 ml C o co n u t M ilk 
20 ml C o co n u t O il
In s tru c t io n s :
H eat c o c o n u t o il  in a pan .
Add m u sta rd  se e d s & c u rry  leav es.
Add w h ite  o n io n , p is ta c h io s , g a r lic , g in g e r, 

g re e n  c h ili  to g e th e r  and  cook  fo r  a few m in u te s  
A dd tu rm e ric  p o w d e r, c o c o n u t irilk  to  m ake 

a g ravy .
Put so m e p a n c e r  in th e  g ra v y  and co o k  fo r  2

t o  1 m i n u te r . .
G a rn ish  w ith  c u r ry  le a v e s  and  ch o p p ed  p is ­

ta c h io s .
S e rv e  h o t. ( /A  MSI i/e )

Indians second most confident 
travellers in the Asia-Pacific

D e s p i te  c o m p le x  g lo b a l  
c h a l l e n g e s ,  in c lu d in g  
in f l a t io n ,  g e o p o l i t ic a l  
i n s t a b i l i t y ,  c l i m a te  c h a n g e  
and su p p ly  ch a in  d is ru p tio n s , 

th is  y e a r 's  re se a rc h  u n c o v e rs  a 
s tr ik in g  p ara d o x : a re m a rk a b le  
86 p e r  cen t o f  Ind ian  tra v e lle r s  
a rc  b r im m in g  w ith  o p tim ism  
a b o u t th e ir  fu tu re  tra v e l p la n s, 
w h ile  61 p e r  c c n t  h av e  
no in te n tio n  o f  p o s tp o n ­
in g  t h e i r  t r a v e l  p l a n s  
in  th e  n e x t 12 m o n th s .
E ven  m ore s tr ik in g , o v e r  
h a l f  ( 5 9  p e r  c e n t )  o f  
th ese  t ra v e lle r s  in te n d  to 
m a in ta in , i f  not in c re a se , 
the  n u m be r o f  tr ip s  they  
tak e  and  68 p e rc e n t i n ­
te n d  to  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  
t ra v e l  e x p e n d itu re  b u d ­
g e t fo r  th e  y e a r  a h e a d , 
f in d s  t ra v e l  s i te  B o o k ­
in g .c o rn 's , 2023 e d i t io n  
APAC T rav el C o n fid en ce  
Index (T C I).

T h e  s t u d y  p r o v i d e s  
p e rc e p tio n s  in to  the  a t t i ­
tu d es  o f  APAC tra v e lle r s  
and th e  s ig n if ic a n t  in f lu ­
e n c e  th a t e c o n o m ic  and  
g lo b a l c o n c e rn s  h av e  on 
th e ir  t ra v e l c h o ic e s . In ­
d ia  is  the  n a tio n  w ith  the 
s e c o n d - m o s t  c o n f id e n t  
p a ss e n g e rs  ou t o f  the  11 
APAC n a tio n s  su rv e y e d , 
ju s t  b e h in d  H ong  K ong .
A f te r  S in g a p o re  a n d  T a iw an , 
C h in a  co m es in th ird .

T r a v e l  B e h a v io u r s
In d ia n s  s ta n d  o u t fo r  th e ir  

u n u su a l t ra v e l b e h a v io u rs , e s ­
p e c ia l ly  in how  th ey  ap p ro a c h  
i tin e ra r ie s  and how  m uch a t te n ­
tion  they  p lace on cu is in e . M ore 
than  h a l f  (5 7  p e r  c c n t)  p re fe r  
to fo llo w  a se t s c h e d u le  an d  
r e se rv e  th e i r  lo d g in g , a c t iv i ­
tie s . and  m eals in ad v an ce . T h is 
su g g e s ts  a d e s ire  fo r  a p lan n ed

tra v e l e x p e r ie n c e  and  the  c o n ­
f id e n c e  th a t re q u e s te d  se rv ic e s  
w ill be booked  in ad vance. Even 
th o u gh  they a rc  op en  to try in g  
new  fo o d s , a s iz e a b le  p e rc e n t­
a g e  (6 0  p e r  c e n t)  b e l ie v e  th a t 
h a v in g  a c c e s s  to  In d ia n  food  is 
e s s e n tia l  w h ile  m ak ing  v acation  
a r ra n g e m e n ts .

Ind ian  tra v e lle rs  have i s tro n -

Top P la c e s  a n d  A c tiv it ie s  
o f  I n t e r e s t  w h ile  

T ra v e l l in g
In d ia n  to u r is t s  e x h ib i t  a 

stro n g  p re fe re n c e  fo r  n a tu re  
a n d  s c e n i c  a r e a s  ( 6 7  p e r  
c c n t ) .  s u g g e s t in g  a d e s i r e  
to  im m e rse  o n e s e l f  in  th e

g er in c l in a t io n  to ex p lo re  th e ir  
ow n c o u n try  (43  p e r  ccn t)  and  
fo s te r  m e a n in g fu l c o n n e c t io n s  
o n  th e ir  tra v e ls  (33  p er c e n t) . 
W hen it  co m e s  to d e s t in a t io n s  
th ey  w ould  lik e  to  ex p lo re  d o ­
m e s t i c a l ly .  a m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  
r e sp o n d e n ts  (71 p e r  cen t)  w an t 
to t ra v e l to N o rth  In d ia , 60  p e r 
cc n t le a n  to w a rd s d e s t in a t io n s  
in S ou th  In d ia . 41 p er ccnt W est 
I n d ia , 37  p e r  ce n t N o r:h  E as t 
Ind ia , 16 p e r c e n t  E ast India and 
13 p e r  c e n t  o p t e d  f o r  C e n t r a l  
In d ia .

b e a u ty  o f  n a tu ra l  s e t t in g s .  
B e a c h e s  (6 3  p e r  c c n t )  and  
food and d in in g  (57 p er ce n t), 
w h ich  a lso  m a in ta in  a s tro n g  
a t t r a c t io n , a rc  n e x t in lin e . 
S h o pp in g  (52  p er c e n t) , local 
c u l tu rc  and l i fe s ty le  (55  per 
c c n t)  an d  to u ris t  a t t ra c t io n s  
a nd  la n d m a rk s  (5 6  p e rc e n t) , 
am ong  o th er  th ing s , a rc  o f  in ­
te re s t. C o m p are d  to  In d ia n s . 
APAC to u ris ts  p re fe r  to  see k  
o u t fo o d , th en  n a tu re , to u ris t 
d e s t in a t io n s ,  a n d  b e a c h e s .
ft A N S I  i/e)
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CWIFF breaking free from mainstream conventions
a n d  l e v e r a g i n g  d i g i t a l  p l a t ­
fo rm s to  roach  w id e r  a u d ie n c e s . 
T h e se  a p p ro a c h e s  e n a b le  them  
to  c o n tin u e  p ro d u c in g  m e a n in g ­
ful and  im p a c tfu l f ilm s , m e e t­
in g  th e  g ro w in g  e x p e c ta t io n s  
o f  v ie w e rs  w h ile  m a in ta in in g  
a r t i s t ic  in te g ri ty ." T h e  C h o se n ' 
w e b -se r ie s  is o ne  su ch  am az in g  
ex a m p le .

R e a so n s  In d ia n  in d e p e n d e n t  
c in e m a  d e se rv e s  r e c o g n i t io n .

P C : In d ian  in d e p e n d e n t c in ­
em a d e se rv e s  re c o g n itio n  fo r its 
d iv e rs e  s to r ie s  and  p e rsp e c tiv e s  
o fte n  o v e rlo o k e d  in m a in stre a m  
film s. I 50 0 -2 0 0 0  f ilm s a re  m ade 
y e a r ly  in In d ia , bu t o n ly  a few  
m ake it to  th e a te rs  o r  p la tfo rm s . 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e s t i v a l s  o f f e r  
so m e  r e c o g n i t io n ,  bu t o th e r s  
s tru g g le . C re a t in g  a d e d ic a te d  
p la tfo rm  for Ind ian  in d e p e n d e n t 
c in e m a , l ik e  a d e d ic a te d  tim e  
slo t by the  l ik e s  o f  PV R . w ould  
g iv e  a l l  th e se  u n iq u e  f ilm s  th e  
r e c o g n i t io n  th e y  d e s e r v e , e n ­
co u ra g in g  c re a t iv i ty  and  g ro w th . 
A c c la im e d  f ilm s  l ik e  " C o u r t."  
“T h e L u n c h b o x ,"  and "S h ip  o f  
T h e s e u s"  e x e m p lify  th e  ta le n t  
and  p o te n tia l , w a r ra n tin g  m ore 
su p p o rt.

In d e p e n d e n t  f i lm :  A g e n re  
t h a t  is f a c in g  s lo w  d e a th  o r  
r e -e m e r g in g  a r t  fo rm ?

P C : In d ep en d en t film s a re  not 
fac ing  a s lo w  d e a th : th ey  a rc  a 
re s i l ie n t  a r t form  th a t c o n tin u e s  
to  e x is t  a lo n g s id e  m a in s tre a m  
p r o d u c t io n s .  T h e y  c a n n o t  be 
b o y c o t te d  o r  r e p la c e d  s in c c  
th ey  re p re s e n t  a d iv e rs e  ran ge  
o f  s to r ie s . H o w ev er, w ith o u t a 
s t r o n g  c o m m e rc ia l  u n i t ,  su ch  
a s  a p o p u la r  a c to r , th e se  f ilm s 
m ay f in d  it c h a l le n g in g  lo reach  
g e n e ra l a u d ie n c e s .

H o w e v e r ,  th e  r i s e  o f  O T T  
c h a n n e ls  has o ffe re d  a new  a v ­
e n u e  fo r  in d e p e n d e n t  f ilm s  to 
g a in  re c o g n itio n  b a se d  on th e ir  
c o n te n t ra th e r  than  p u re ly  c o m ­
m ercia l fac to rs . T h is  sh ift va lues 
th e  a r t i s t ry  an d  s to ry te ll in g  in 
in d e p e n d e n t  c in e m a , i n d ic a t ­
in g  a p o te n t i a l  r e -e m e r g e n c e  
and  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  th is  g e n re . 
(I  A N S I i/e )

B> N. I .o lh u n g b c n i  jlu m tS O t

C in e m a  o f  th e  W o rld  I n ­
te rn a tio n a l F ilm  F e s tiv a l 
(C W IF F ) se rv e s  as a v ita l 
p la tfo rm  fo r  in d e p e n d e n t f ilm ­
m a k e rs  a n d  g ro u p s , e le v a t in g  

a w a re n e ss  o f  the d iv e rs e  ran ge  
o f  f ilm s  b e in g  c re a te d  w o r ld ­
w ide. B eyond  the fe s t iv a l  e x p e ­
r ie n c e . C W IF F  a lso  f a c i l i ta te s  
g lo b a l  le a rn in g  an d  e x c h a n g e , 
en co u ra g in g  film m ak ers to  g lean  
in s ig h ts  from  th e ir  p e e r s  a c ro ss  
b o rd e rs .

T he I 0 th  e d itio n  o f  th e  C in ­
em a W orld  In te rn a t io n a l  F ilm  
F e s t iv a l , w hicl' is ta k in g  p la c e  
from  S e p te m b e r  2 9 th  to  3 0 th . 
2023 p ro m ise s  to  be a c e le b ra ­
tion  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  in te rn a tio n a l 
c in e m a , fo s te r in g  c u l tu ra l  e x ­
c h a n g e  an d  u n ity  th ro u g h  th e  
u n iv e r s a l  l a n g u a g e  o f  f ilm s . 
F ilm m ak ers, ciriem a e n th u s ia s ts , 
and  a u d ie n c e s  a lik e  a re  in v ite d  
to  jo in  th is  u n iq u e  c in e m a t ic  
e x p e rie n c e .

In an in te ra c t io n  w ith  P arlav  
C h a u d h a ry , F o tn d c r . o f  CW IFF. 
he  r e v e a l s  how  th e  p la t fo r m  
se e k s o u t u n d isco v ered  c in e m a t­
ic g em s from  a ro un d  the  w o rld  
d ire c t ly  to  the  n id ie n c c .

H o w  d o c s  C W I F F  b r i n g  
d i v e r s i ty  to  th e  f i lm m a k in g  
in d u s t ry ?

P C : E x p o sure  to the  unk n o w n  
w o rld  o p e n s  the im a g in a tio n  o f  
th e  o n e  w h o ’s  e x p o s e d . O n c c  
the box is ex p an d ed , it beco m es 
e a s ie r  fo r  th e  f i lm m a k e r s  to  
b le n d  e m o tio n s and e x p e r ie n c e s  
in to  th is  new  w orld  th ey  a rc  e x ­
p o sed  to . b rin g in g  su rp ris e  and  
e x c ite m e n t to th e ir  co m m u n ity . 
N e tw o rk in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a lso  
fo s te r  c o l la b o ra t io n , b re a k in g  
d ow n b a r r ie r s  an d  c re a t in g  an  
in c lu s iv e ,  in te rc o n n e c te d  film  
in d u stry .

P la n s  f o r  th e  1 0 th  e d i t io n  
o f  th e  f e s t iv a l  a n d  how  it w ill 
be d i f f e r e n t  fro m  th e  p re v io u s  
9 th  f e s t iv a ls

P C : F o r  o u r  10 th  e d i t io n , 
o u r  goal rem ains to  reach  new  
a u d ien ces, bu t w ith a fresh  tw ist. 
T h is  s e a so n , w e w ill fe a tu re  a

c o n te s t  b e tw e e n  p a s t w in n e rs  
fro m  the  p re v io u s  9 y e a rs  and  
r e c e n t  w in n e rs . H o w e v e r , th e  
essc n c c  o f  th e  fe s t iv a l  re m a in s 
un c h a n g e d  - to sh o w c a se  f ilm s 
an d  p ro m o te  s to ry te ll in g  as an 
a r t form . A s ig n if ic a n t  d e v e lo p ­
m en t for C W IFF is the  in tro d u c ­
tio n  o f  e d u c a tio n a l  in i t ia t iv e s  
to  teach  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  s to ­
ry te l l in g

E x p lo r in g  th e  G lo b a l  T a p ­
e s t r y :  C in e m a  o f  t h e  W o rld  
I n t e r n a t io n a l  F ilm  F e s t iv a l

P C : E x p lo r in g  th e  G lo b a l  
T ap es try : C in em a o f  th e  W orld 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i lm  F e s t iv a l  
(C W IF F ) s tan d s out by b re a k in g

fre e  fro m  m ain stre a m  c o n v e n ­
t io n s .

T h e f e s t iv a l  a c t iv e ly  se e k s  
o u t  u n d i s c o v e r e d  c in e m a t ic  
g e m s  fro m  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld , 
b rin g in g  them  in to  the sp o tlig h t. 
By c u ra tin g  a d iv e rse  s e le c tio n  
o f  f i lm s .  C W IF F  p ro v id e s  a 
p la tfo rm  fo r  th e se  h idden  v isual 
tre a su re s  to fin d  th e ir  a u d ie n c e . 
E ac h  new  v is u a l  i r ia s tc rp ic c c  
sh o w c a s e d  a t th e  fe s t iv a l  b e ­
co m es an  o p p o rtu n ity  to ig n ite  
th e  im a g in a tio n  o f  its v ie w e rs , 
ta k in g  th e m  on u n fo rg e t ta b le  
jo u r n e y s  th ro u g h  u n e x p lo re d  
s to r ie s  and  p e rsp e c tiv e s .

H ow  a r e  f ilm  f e s t iv a ls  im ­

p o r t a n t  in  c e le b r a t in g  a r t i s t r y
& d iv e r s i ty ?

P C : F ilm  f e s t iv a l s  p la y  a 
c ru c ia l  ro le  in c e le b ra tin g  a r t ­
is try  and d iv e rs ity . They  p ro v id e  
a p la tfo rm  to  h o nor bo th  th e  art 
and the  a r tis ts  b eh ind  it. C W IFF. 
fo r  i n s t a n c e , b r in g s  to g e th e r  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g ,  
c r e a t in g  a j o y fu l  c e le b r a t io n . 
By sh o w c a s in g  d iv e rs e  f ilm s , 
th e  f e s t iv a l  h ig h lig h ts  u n iq u e  
p e rsp e c tiv e s  and  c u ltu re s , fo s ­
te r in g  a p p re c ia tio n  and  u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  am ong  a u d ie n c e s . Th is 
c e le b ra tio n  o f  a r t  a n d  d iv e rs i ty  
p ro m o te s  c r e a t iv i ty ,  s u p p o r ts  
f ilm m a k e rs ,  and  e n r ic h e s  th e  
g lo b a l film  c o m m u n ity .

H ow is I n d e p e n d e n t  c in em a 
a d o p t in g  in n o v a tiv e  s u rv iv a l  
s t r a t e g ie s ?

P C : I n d e p e n d e n t  c in e m a  
fa c e s  i t s  s h a re  o f  c h a lle n g e s , 
ju s t  l ik e  a n y  o th e r  in c u s t r y .  
H ow 'cvcr. it p e rse v e re s  th ro u g h  
i t s  u p s  a n d  d o w n s .  D e s p i t e  
ch a n g e s in f ilm m a k e rs , the art 
o f  f ilm m a k in g  e n d u re s . W h ile  
O T T  p la tfo rm s  m ay im pact c o n ­
te n t  c o n su m p tio n , th e  dem and  
fo r  q u a l i ty  c o n te n t  r e m a in s  
h ig h , e sp e c ia l ly  w ith  th e  r ise  o f  
so c ia l  m o v e m e n ts . To su rv iv e  
an d  th r iv e , in d e p e n d e n t  f i lm ­
m a k e rs  are  a d o p tin g  in n o v a tiv e  
s t r a te g ie s , such  a s  c ro w dfu n d - 
in g . c r e a t iv e  c o l l a b o r a t io n s .

‘Star - Gazing’
By Pt. A ja i Bhambi Sunday, JULY 30, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon tnn* Mercury on/our solar return chart andrt Mil give Iantastc resJtt.ln 
Mrms of business * is t very profitable year. You wli have gain*. Ycu Mil atso be 
successful in ycu plait You will have no shortage of money You wil contact 
influential persons whe will help you a lot There are chances of promotions in 
your job. You wti also plan to get married You Mill develop your personalty 
As you wil earn more ind more money your performance wil keep on getting 
bectrv Wan before You wil also have a desire to buy a new vehicle. You wli 
also ptan to start a rev business. You wil obtain wealth and happiness. You 
win male good progress in your We. Your he«h *il show Improvement At 
Pits tone someone mil take credt for your work. Dedcaten and commitment 
towards your goat mu take you far ahead In l*e.

•This week for you’
Art os : (March 21 - April 20)lt is gong to b« a week ful of happiness 

and blss Your dreams MB get Kiln*) Your work will be got 
done with the help of officials and colleagues. You need to 
remah away trcm risky works as there is no need for those But 

( O  you hive to remain careful too. Your worries will get over Your
superors wil be happy with your work and performance You 
wil afto have monetary gains. You will get your work finshed 

v . m tiee. Your famiy member mu guide you and your task Ml
become easier. You wil also plan to visit your relatives. You will 
also enjoy a feast at someone's house Your eme Ml be spent 
peacefully w.th your bmiiy members. You wil also develop a 
i. king for a person known to you.

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21 )Time MBgeney pass tbs week. You win 
w iinovs change of fortunes in your Me. You wil also enjoy the 
wearer change and Mil also look forward to going on a travel 

r  trip wth your (amity for (un and entertainment. It wil bring lot 
of relief for you from your hecK work schtOa'e You w.1 feel 
rechaged and fresh in the company of your tamfy members. 

I ]  11 Some people wil try to pul your legs at your workplace. They
nilw«fc«9<iii»tyOM inlcicjt Ywj Mil be uinJ« km* lUmOut
wil ikI aitow e to overpower you. Where there is the mo there is 
a way Your creatve level wia be high And you cotfd be given 
addtbnai responsibly loo.

Gemini : (May 22 - June 21 )The tkne is great trom HI perspectives.
You wil get full support of your peers and bosses. You wil get 
success in whatever you do. Your lest of contacts wf I atso rise. 

.  .  You wl do a favor for your colleagues too. Money and wealth 
V# y  wil k<ep comng You Mil be caught m a very happy situation 

that wil please you a lot But do not trust unknown persons in 
^ f lf J rV  public dealings Your jotvbusiness condemns will be m your 

favor. You Mil have lot of expectations from your life partner. 
He.*she Ml come up to your expectations Your earnings too MB 
increase and you wil make new investments. Working women 
wil git fUi support They wil be able to establish a balance 
between wort and home.

Cancor : (June 22 - July 22) You wil spend lot of time on thinking about 
your Mure plans. It may nvolve lot of exposure which you 

_ may not be able to afford. You MH not alow your money to get 
'  waited But gradoaiJy you Mil have victory days and P>ngs w«ii

start mprowng You MU feel relaxed and easy There wil be 
S Q E r ’ increase in your ccnMenc* You Mil abo finish your work very 

speedly. You Mllhave an internal energy and you wil accomplish 
seme bg tasks Famiy Mil also be your pnority. You Mn bring 
about important changes in your daily routne and ifestyte. A 
long stanong dispute Mn also git resoked. You Mil work very 
hard ind Mil be in a better finance position.

Loo : (July 23 - August 23) N is a good ptriod to enjoy this week. You 
wil scend time in welcoming guests andmake them feel special 
You mi take up a new projoct and experience significant boost 

-  in seHconfidenc*. Office work wil not boPier you much You MM 
. fmishoffal set target This is a good time ter studenb. They mb 

get sicccss in examsinterviews Your domesbc l/e is going to 
bo wendt rfii Spouse wil extend love and support. Time Mil be

* - V  f avori blefor miners related lo family. Ac hoev ing goalsmay seem 
tougher but you wil ultimately be able to ach*vo It w*h your 
skill* rid Ml. You Ml be able to carry a niche for yourself in your 
target field and Mil prove your mettle before cPiers.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22)A court verdict Mil come h your 
y  tavcr.You wuj get success even n adverse circumstances. You 

B r  wil fv> want to enjoy iKe to the blest You wil even improve 
your lit style. You Mil have monetary gains. And Mil spend a lot 

®  onbo«ks,jewelaryande<herluxurious*c«*s.!feuwlibeen(oySng

P*s Mi ci* process. You wil also be deferminsd to achieve your 
plans. You Mil earn lot of money through your efforts. And wli 
have unprecedented gains in propert/business deals. Keep a 
control over your speech You mb financially brwPie a sign of 
relief. You Mil spend quality tune mti your nate. Tailing Mth 
youngsters wH give you W cf energy.

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) It rs gong U be a week which 
will g«e wonderful resirts.You wil ccmecbser to your partner 
The mlsunderstandng of past mo get removed. But keep away 
from controversy otherMse it Mil create a Id of tension in Pie 
b«4y But you mb show a lot of inteMgenceand maturity You 
Mil atso enjoy wcnderfii relationship with your parents. You wil 
look alter them well. Focus on your work, othtrMse It mh not be 
fmhed in tme. There MB be a change in you daily routine and 
habtt. You wil defeat your enemies New J<b>business offers 
MU come. You Mil also undertake businessiwoik related trips 
which MB prove to be very be nefibal.

Scorpio: (Octobor 24 - Novomber 22) II ishghtw* to look after your 
needs now. Ycu wil set new goals and MO be conscious about 
yourcareer. You wtf have no financial probe<rs Money wil keep

y
 coming. Those who are uneirployedwilgelnewjobopportnt«s. 

Unmarred persons are expected to get enga{«d. There wil be a 
good news from somewhere There wil be a happy and joyous 
atmosphere at home. You wui enjoy the cooperation of people 
around you. You Ml also U « l your hobbies. You wil solve your 
faance related problems You Mil not keep any work penftng 
You mb also make profits Your heai«i wli t* at lb peak.

Sagittarius : (Novomber 23 - Docembor 21ltistimetosetPi^s 
right m your Me Your property dsputt* mb be resolved wlhP* 
help cf someone- There wil be progress in business and tra4ng 
Ycu Mil be busy in your official work You vui have monetary 
gains too. You Mil rise in your profession. At Piis tme, you wil 
puvv yVMiMilf III 41 w«fc* v! Hr You will Av (kid Uw |wiat»i 
who wil fructify the efforts that you had been making There 
mb be Improvement m your hea'Pi. The char cos ol success m 
business are exedient. Husband and Mfe will have better un­
derstanding. You wli abo get a peasant news from somewhere 
Your bitterness Mth partner ml also come tc an end You need 
to avoid a clash of egos.

Capricorn : (December 22 - January 20)There«il bean Improve­
ment in your condition. You wil have monetary gains. Money 
and wealth mb keep ccmng You wil get tlx company of your 
best triends. You wil also plan to buy somehng new for yojr 
house. You wil also talk to an important person. There win 
some bttemess Mth relatives and you iright ace some trouble 
You wil abo finsh your work with enthusiasm love birds wli

* have a wonderful tme. Youwil remain alert infinanoal dealings
Efforts made for ga fling knowledge wil be helpful. Your creative 
blent and capab tes Mil be revealed to everyone. You Mil be 
busy in your routine activities. Keep an eye mi the activities of 
your partner the hea»i

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)You Mil gude people wen and 
git lot of namo and fame Some ddprobem wil surface agan 
but you M.'l tackle it Ml. You wil aiso keep yajr diet and routne 
regulated The ofesudes you wero facing m no paP< of getting 
meneywillberemov«O.Yeurworkwilgetcoopleted. Elders wil 

mm* be happy in the midst of thelrgrandcMdren. lhe Kne Is suitable
• forncwjot>Sjtusine*splans.YouwilalsobuTSomencwP>ngs 

•or your house You wil also remember a dew friend of yours 
and become nosblgic. You wiM be required o take action in a 
vexed issue. You Mil decharge your respont&Mies well. There 
win be sweetness in maribl relations.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) There wil be ai increase in your 
name, fame and prestige. You MU fed cncrgejc and powerful in 
p* mailers of people to pecpc* contact Youwil do each work 
wipi full sincerity, hard work and responsibilty and wil get Pie 
desired resuts. Those dô ig jobs wil be bay in impressing 
Pie.r bosses and you Mil also focus your Merten on future 
goals. PosubUy of a change of business is itrongly indicated 
There MB be mutual understanding between tusband and wife
There will be profH in your bu>inc*> «nd yojr mH conf.dcnot
mb improve. There are strong chances of (ains. The path of 
money going out is stronger than Put of money coming in. Be 
ai«t in financial dealings.

Mental health a silent battle 
during infertility treatment

I n fe r t i l i ty  is  a c o m p le x  an d  e m o tio n a lly  c h a l ­
le n g in g  jo u rn e y  th a t a f fe c ts  m ill io n s  o f  in d i ­
v id u a ls  and c o u p le s  a c ro s s  the  g lo b e . A s p er 
W H O ’s  reccn t r e p o r t , a ro u n d  17.5 p e r c e n t o f  the 

a d u lt p o p u la tio n  ro u g h ly  1 in 6 w o rld w id e  
e x p e r ie n c e  ‘in fe r t i l i t y ’ . W ith in  a so c ie ta l  f ra m e ­
work that p la c e s  s ig n ific a n t v a lu e  on ch ild b e a rin g  
and p are n th o o d  a s  c ru c ia l  a sp e c ts  o f  a d u lth o o d , 
e x p e r ie n c in g  in fe r t i li ty  can  d e a l a se v e re  b low  
to an in d iv id u a l 's  s e lf -e s te e m . F u rth e rm o re , the 
ac c o m p a n y in g  so c ia l s tig m a  d isc o u ra g e s  co u p les  
fro m  o p e n ly  d i s c u s s in g  t h e i r  s t r u g g le s  w ith  
frie n d s and  fam ily , c re a tin g  a path  tow ard  f in d in g  
a r e so lu tio n  th a t is e x c e e d in g ly  iso la tin g .

W h ile  b o th  men and  w om en can  su f fe r  from  
in fe r t i li ty , in a lo t o f  th e se  c a s e s , the  so c ie ta l 
s te re o ty p e s  and  c o n d itio n in g , b u rd en  th e  fem ale  
sex  w ith  th e  p re d o m in a n t  o n u s o f  it . 
a g g ra v a tin g  th e ir  ag o n y  e v e n  m o re .
T h e in a b ili ty  to  c o n c e iv e  a c h ild  
n a tu ra lly  can  lead  to sig n ifican t 
psy ch o lo g ica l d is tre ss , a f fe c t­
ing  m en ta l h e a lth  and  o v era ll  
w e l l - b e i n g .  W h i l e  t h e  p h y s i ­
ca l a sp e c ts  o f  in fe r t i li ty  are  
w e ll-re c o g n ise d , the  im pact 
on m en tal h e a lth  o fte n  re ­
m ain s o v e rlo o k e d .

I n f e r t i l i t y  c a n  e v o k e  a 
m yriad  o f  em o tio n s lik e  g rie f , 
g u ilt , sh am e, a n g e r , an d  f ru s ­
tr a t io n . E ac h  u n su c c e s s fu l  a t ­
tem pt at c o n c e iv in g  o r  re c e iv in g  a 
n e g a tiv e  p re g n a n c y  te st can  e x a c e r ­
ba te  th e se  e m o tio n s , le a d in g  to  in c re a se d  
s tre ss , a n x ie ty , and  d e p re s s io n . In f e r t il i ty  t r e a t ­
m ent i t s e l f  c a n  fu r th e r  in te n s ify  th e  e m o tio n a l 
c h a lle n g e s . T he p ro c e ss  o f  a s s is te d  re p ro d u c tiv e  
te c h n o lo g ie s  (A R T ), su ch  a s  In v i tro  f e r t i l i s a ­
tion  (IV F ). in v o lv e s  n u m e ro u s m ed ica l in te rv e n ­
tio n s . in je c t io n s , and  in v a s iv e  p ro c e d u re s . T he 
fin a n c ia l b u rd e n  o f  tre a tm e n t, c o u p le d  w ith  the 
u n c e r ta in ty  o f  su c c e ss , can  add  to the  e m o tio n a l 
s tr a in  e x p e r ie n c e d  by in d iv id u a ls  u n d e rg o in g  
th e se  p ro c e d u re s .

IV F  is o f te n  v iew ed  a s  a b e a c o n  o f  h o p e , a 
p a th w a y  to  h a p p in e s s  fo r  c o u p le s  s t r u g g lin g  
w ith  in fe r t i li ty . W hen a c o u p le  em b a rk s  on th is 
jo u rn e y , th ey  c a r ry  a p ro fo u n d  sen se  o f  b e l ie f , 
th a t th is  sh a ll be th e  a n sw e r  to  th e ir  d re a m s o f  
p a re n th o o d . C o u p le s  m ay e x p e r ie n c e  e x c ite m e n t 
and o p tim ism  d u rin g  th e  in i tia l  s ta g e s , bu o y ed  
by the  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  su c c c ss . H o w ev er, a s  they  
e n c o u n te r  se tb a c k s , such a s  f a ile d  c y c le s , u n su c ­
c e s s fu l e m b ry o  tra n s fe r s , o r  p re g n a n c y  lo sse s , 
fe e l in g s  o f  d e sp a ir  and  s e lf -d o u b t  can  ta k e  h o ld . 
As tim e  p a ss e s , th e  lo n g in g  fo r  c lo su re  in te n s i ­
f ie s , a s  e ach  d isa p p o in tm e n t c h ip s  a w ay  a t th e ir  
hope in a p o s i t iv e  o u tco m e and h ap p in ess  ap p ears 
e lu s iv e .

In fe r t il i ty  can  be  n e rv e -w ra c k in g  a s  e x te n d e d  
perio d s o f  s tre ss  can  g iv e  r is e  to fam ilia l d isc o rd s 
an d  s tress in  the in tra  co u p le  d y n a m ic s . E ven  the  
m c d ic in ;s  o r  h o rm o n es p re sc r ib e d  an d  in je c te d  
as  p a r t o f  th e  tre a tm e n t can  c a u se  m ood sw in g s. 
A cco rd in g  to  r e p o r ts , s tr e s s  an d  f e r t i l i ty  have 
b e e n  shm vn to h av e  an  in v e rs e ly  p ro p o r t io n a l  
re la tio n sh ip  w h ere  s tr e s s  and ten sio n  can  ham per 
th e  trea tm en t re su lts . Thus, co u n se lin g  by a m c d i­
ca l health  p ra c ti t io n e r  is v e ry  n e c e s sa ry  fo r those  
co n te m p la tin g  o r  re c e iv in g  in fe r t i l i ty  tre a tm e n ts  
to  be aw are  o f  its  v a r io u s  tre a tm e n t o p tio n s , s u c ­
c e s s  ra te s , and  p o te n tia l  c h a l le n g e s  and  to  help  
a lle v ia te  a n x ie ty  and  u n c e r ta in ty .

A ck n o w led g in g  an d  v a l id a tin g  u n c o m fo r ta b le  
em o tio n s as they a r is e  as w ell a s  b u ild in g  a robust 
su p p o rt system  is c ru c ia l fo r  in d iv id u a ls  u n d erg o ­

ing in fe r t i li ty  tre a tm e n t. F rien d s, fam ily , 
an d  su p p o r t  g ro u p s  c a n  o f f e r  u n ­

d e r s ta n d in g , em p a th y , and a sa fe  
sp a c e  to e x p re s s  c o n c e rn s . 

I n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a tm e n t  c a n  
s tr a in  even  th e  s tro n g e s t  r e ­
la tio n sh ip s . O pen and  ho n est 
c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  y o u r  
p a rtn e r  is v ital to  n a v ig a tin g  
th is  jo u rn e y  to g e th e r. D is ­
cu ss in g  fe a rs , c o n c e rn s , and 

e x p e c ta t io n s  can  s tre n g th e n  
y o u r  b o n d  an d  p ro v id e  m u ­

tu a l  s u p p o r t .  B y  g a in in g  a 
co m p re h e n s iv e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  

th e  tre a tm e n t p ro c e ss , m a in ta in in g  
a r e a l is t ic  o u tlo o k  on th e  p o te n tia l  

ou tco m es , and  e s ta b lish in g  a c h ie v a b le  e x ­
p e c ta tio n s , in d iv id u a ls  can  e f fe c t iv e ly  m itig a te  
th e  em o io n a l r e p e rc u s s io n s  th a t m ay a r is e  from  
p o te n tia l s e tb a c k s .

K eep ing  the  c o m p le x ity  a n d  in tr ic a c ie s  o f  the  
p ro c e d u re  in p la c e , it is im p o r ta n t to  c o m p ile  
m ed ica l in te rv e n tio n  w ith  co m p a ss io n  and p s y ­
c h o lo g ic a l su p p o r t. A f e r t i l i ty  c a re  p ro v id e r  can  
p ro found ly  im pact the  liv es  o f  co u p les  u n d erg o in g  
tre a tm e n t by o ffe r in g  not o n ly  th e  m ost ad v an ced  
s c ie n t if ic  e x p e r tis e  b u t a lso  c o m p a ss io n a te  su p ­
p o rt. I t 's  im p o rta n t to  ch eck  fo r p a tie n t- c e n tr ic  
ca re  in the IVF c l in ic s  and an in -h o u se  co u n se lin g  
f a c i li ty  to p ro v id e  p e rso n a liz e d  c a re , e m o tio n a l 
su p p o r t, an d  e d u c a tio n a l  re so u rc e s  to  p a tie n ts .

in fe r t i li ty  tre a tm e n t g o e s  b e y o n d  th e  p h y sic a l 
re a lm , deep ly  im p a c tin g  m en ta l h e a lth  and  o v e r ­
a ll  w e ll-b e in g . R e c o g n is in g , a c k n o w le d g in g , and 
ad d re ss in g  th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l to ll o f  its  p ro c c ss  
is  e ssc n iia l fo r h e a lth c a re  p ro v id e rs  and su p p o rt 
sy s te m s  a lik e .

A m u lt id is c ip l in a ry  a p p ro a c h  th a t  c o m b in e s  
m e d ic a l  e x p e r t i s e  w ith  m e n ta l an d  e m o tio n a l  
su p p o rt can  s ig n if ic a n tly  im p ro v e  o u tc o m e s  and  
can em pow er in d iv id u a ls  to n a v ig a te  th is jo u rn e y  
m o re  e f fe c tiv e ly . ( lA N S life )
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“  The struggle o f  man against power is the 
struggle o f  memory against forgetting

—  Milan Kundera
The S h illon g  T im es
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BJP’s W anton w ays
THE BJP, as the strongest political establishment 
ruling the Centre and several states, is far from being 
a cohesive political entity. Consider the manner in 
which it is appointing leaders at its head. It requires 
an enormous amount o f guts for a political establish­
ment to field leaders without the necessary clout 
even at its apex. I ike a magician springing a surprise 
with his magic wand. In the latest reorganisation the 
saffron party has installed two lightweights as its 
vice president and national secretary. One is former 
Aligarh Muslim University vice-chancellor Tariq 
Mansoor, a BJP MLC in Uttar Pradesh; the other is 
Anil Antony, whose only proven qualification is that 
his father AK Antony is a veteran Congress leader. 
Both were brought in as minority representatives 
even as they have no organisational experience or 
grooming worth citing.

Anil Antony was heading the social media wing 
of the Congress, the main engagement o f  which was 
to trash the BJP and PM Modi. Out o f the blue, six 
months ago. he nade an abrupt about-turn allegedly 
on encouragement from his father and found virtue 
in Modi thereby criticising a BBC documentary 
that showed the PM and India in a "poor light." He 
was welcomed with open arms into the BJP and now 
made a nationa secretary. Tariq Mansoor too does 
not have any organisational experience. In trying to 
appease the minority communities the BJP has fallen 
to ludicrous levels.

Clearly, the BJP has either failed to groom good 
leaders from the minority communities ever sincc 
its formation over four decades ago or is acting in 
haste. This is not specific to minority leaders. The 
party has all along been “experimenting” with green­
horns. many o f them having failed to do any good 
to the party and having eventually been dumped. As 
a result, the party -- a behemoth at that — remains 
organisationally weak. That weakness was well dis­
played in Karnataka, where it was sent packing in the 
last assembly polls. In the other South Indian states 
too the same wanton "musical chairs'* approach it 
adopted for leadership positions failed to take the 
party forward. Men with no stature are "installed." 
The BJP once rose to power by the charisma o f Atal 
Behari Vajpayee and the organisational heft of LK 
Advani. In recent years, it is simply and exclusively 
relying on the charms o f Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, apart from the able backing it gets from the 
RSS. A post-Mcdi scenario might or might not grant 
such a luxury to the BJP. By contrast, the Congress 
party has a solid organisational structure. Any Tom, 
Dick or I larry cannot overnight go and sit at its apex 
even at the state level.

Safeguarding  
our m other 

tongues
Editor.
First and foremost, let me 

confess that while I may not 
be an expert on culturc nor 
linguisiics. I take immense 
pride in speaking my mother 
tongue. It connects me to my 
roots and identity. I am fortu­
nate to be fluent in four lan­
guages War (War-Jaintia) 
which is my mother tongue. 
Khasi. from my father's side 
in Shillong and Pnar, which 
I learned w hile grow ing 
up in Jowai before settling 
in Shillong and English, 
taught in school, has been a 
tremendous blessing, aiding 
communication with people 
from diverse backgrounds.

However, I am concerned 
about the dominance o f  Eng­
lish over our mother tongues 
and the potential threat it 
poses to our true identity. 
I have observed hat many 
young individuals from the 
current generation (especial­
ly Gencration-Alpha) com­
municate fluently in English 
but appear unfamiliar with 
their mother tongue. I do not 
have the data and I am not 
yet a parent, so I can't say 
for sure whether this is due to 
early exposure in prc-school 
or the content they watch on 
screens. Through observa­
tion. I have witnessed some 
o f  my young nieces, nephews 
and other young individuals 
at family panics primarily 
conversing only in English. 
While I am impressed with their English fluency, it also 
made me think tint, what if 
w e are the last generation 
o f  Khasi people, especially

NEP: Meghalaya’s preparedness 
& the future of students

those living in urhan areas, 
who can speak our mother 
tongue fluently?

Fortunately, some o f  my 
friends and colleagues have 
shared that they m ake a 
conscious effort to encour­
age their children to speak 
their mother tongue at home 
and that is a positive step. I 
believe many other parents 
are doing the same, as pre­
serving our mother longue 
is cnicial. If our language 
dies, our culture may sutler 
the same fate. Therefore, we 
must emphasize the signifi­
cance ot our mother tongues 
within families, schools and 
communities. Encouraging 
young individuals to speak 
their native language not 
only fosters a strong cultural 
identity but also improves 
their cognitive and linguistic 
abilities. Parents, educators 
and society as a whole should 
support language programs 
and resources that promote 
the learning and preserva­
tion o f  our mother tongues. 
Right from pre-schools. we 
can integrate local languages 
into the curriculum to ensure 
they are  given the sam e 
importance as English. This 
will help young individuals 
understand and appreciate 
their cultural heritage while 
becoming proficient in both 
their m other tongue and 
English.

Media and technology 
can play a vital role in pre­
serving languages. Content 
creators should be supported 
and encouraged to produce 
contents in local languages, 
allowing children to con­
sume educational and en­
tertaining content in their 
native tongue. This will help 
in keeping the language alive 
and relevant in the digital 
age.

So much has been written 
about the National Educa­
tion Policy 2020 even in this 
newspaper, but the pertinent 
question is whether enough 
has been written on this very 
important issue. It is written 
somewhere that i f  enemies 
want to destroy the nation, 
it only needs to see that its 
education system is second- 
rated and that will dothejob. 
The future o f  every country 
depends on the kind o f  young 
people produced. What kind 
o f  future the country will 
have w ill largely depend 
on the kind o f  education 
that was provided to them. 
Education is something that 
neither the government nor 
the agencies providing it 
can com prom ise on. It is 
therefore important to note 
that the kind o f  education 
we have is crucial to prepare 
our youngsters for the kind o f 
future they will live in.

In recent weeks the debate 
was more on what the policy 
says about the undergraduate 
level o f  education according 
to the NEP 2020. There is so 
much to discuss about the 
NEP 2020, but in this col­
umn, wc are restricting our­
selves to the two important 
aspects o f  the policy and that 
is the undcr-graduate stage 
o f  education and the earliest 
stage o f  education as per the 
policy document.

T he UG Icvd and the 
University and 
G overnm ent 
preparedness

The under-graduate stage 
o f  education is right now, 
the very crucial issue that 
the people o f  the state need 
to discuss. Despite several 
write-ups the opposing par­
ties do not seem to be able 
to come to an understanding. 
Whereas the need o f  the hour 
is for the parties concerned 
which include the University, 
the colleges, the teachers, 
and the government to come 
to an understanding on this 
very important issue. Time is 
not on our side, so the above 
stakeholders should come 
together to see how the state's education can emerge from 
this quagmire for the sake o f 
the future ofthc undergradu­
ate students. The University, 
colleges,and the government 
cannot afTord to prolong the 
debate before arriving at a 
consensus for the sake o f  the 
current degree students o f  
the state. Whatever they do 
will also decide the future o f 
the students who are going 
to jo in  their degree-level 
studies from this year on-

Let this brief article be 
a friendly reminder that we 
must recognize the value 
o f  our mother tongues and 
work collectively to preserve 
them. Embracing and pro­
moting our native languages 
will not only safeguard our 
cultural identity but also en­
rich our lives. Let us cherish 
the gift o f  language and pass 
it on to future generations as 
a treasure o f  our heritage.

Yours etc..
By Zaman E. Tongpcr 

Faculty. Department of 
Touiaii and Tcise) Mamgcmcnt 

Martin Luther Christian 
University 
Via email

Traffic situation 
alarming: Citizens’ 

cooperation  
needed

Editor,
1 wish to draw attention 

to the increasingly alarming 
traffic situation in Shillong 
city. As residents, wc wit­
ness the worsening conges­
tion and its adverse impacts 
on our daily lives, and it is 
high time w e collectively 
address this pressing issue. 
The picturesque beauty o f  
S hillong is unparalleled , 
but it pains me to see how 
our city’s traffic woes have 
cscalatcd over the years. The 
growing population, rapid 
urbanization, and increas­
ing number o f  vehicles have 
put immense strain on the 
existing road infrastructure, 
resulting in never-ending 
tiiilYiv Midi Is, cs|Kviall)' tim­
ing peak hours.

The co n seq u en ces o f  
this traffic chaos are far-

By H H Mohrmen
ward. From what appears in 
the press, even at this level 
there is no consensus on the 
direction in which the North 
Eastern Hill University and 
the different colleges affili­
ated to it will move.

As parents and relatives 
o f  the students who arc going 
to study in the colleges af­
filiated with NEHU, we have 
the right to asic questions as 
our the future o f  our wards 
depends on the kind o f  un­
dergraduate courses that the 
University offers. We expect 
that all those cxmccrncd with 
providing urder-graduate 
education in the state should 
put their heads together and 
come up with a solution for 
the future o f  the students. 
Student-centered decision

The debate is divided on 
at least two sides. One side 
argues that the decision to

The tim e to change is now
Wc cannot continue to 

postpone the implementa­
tion o f  NEP 2020; w e cannot 
put the future o f  our degree 
children in jeopardy. If wc 
continue to delay the imple­
mentation o f  the Policy, it 
will be at the cost o f  our chil­
dren's future as undergradu­
ate studies arc very cnicial 
for the future o f  students. I 
am not an expert on the sub­
ject, but we want our children 
to be at par with their coun­
terparts across the country. 
Wc certainly don't want our 
children to be second-rate or 
left behind.

No doubt undergraduate 
studies deserve immediate 
attention from the authori­
ties concerned, but the other 
issue in the NEP 2020 that 
needs to be debated is the 
first stage or the early part

“Despite several write-ups the opposing parties 
do not seen; to be able to come to an understanding,. 

Whereas ihe need o f  the hour is fo r  the parties 
concerned which include the University, 

the colleges, the teachers, and the government 
to co m lo  an understanding on this very 

important issue. ”
im plem ent the NEP was 
not properly made o r due 
process was not followed. 
The other section thinks that 
we need to start somewhere 
and start now because wc 
cannot afTord to waste any 
more time. TIk argument on 
one side is that the colleges 
affiliated with NEIIU are 
not prepared for the change. 
So the question is when will 
the colleges be prepared and 
whether wc cat afford to wait 
till all the colleges can make 
the ncccssary arrangements 
for the required changes? All 
those conccmcd should work 
together and the interests o f  
the students need to be taken 
into consideration first. It is 
the students' right to get qua I- 
ity education as prescribed 
by NEP and offered by the 
o ther U niversities in the 
country. Our wards deserve 
the same kind o f  education 
that is being offered to all the 
students in the country.

It is the duty o f  the Uni­
versity. the government, the 
management of the colleges, 
and the tcachcrs o f  the col­
leges to see that all the stu­
dents arc provided the best 
education as prescribed in 
the NEP 2020.

reaching. It not only causes 
inconvcnicncc to commuters 
but also leadstoproductivity 
losses, increased air pollu­
tion. and road safety hazards. 
Urgent measures are needed 
to tackle this problem and 
preserve the essence o f  our 
city's charm.

I wish to put forth some 
suggestions here. First, it 
is necessary to press into 
service public transport 
facilities and encourage their 
use by making them more 
reliable, accessible, and af­
fordable. Thiswill reduce the 
number of private vehicles 
on the road and alleviate

agcm cnt. Police have to 
implement crTective traffic 
management strategies, in­
cluding the installation of 
w ell-synchronized traffic 
signals and roundabouts at 
crucial intersections. Proper 
signage and anc discipline 
must be enforced to maintain 
order on the roads.

Third is the habit o f  car- 
pooling and ride-sharing 
which citizcn> should be en­
couraged to reake a habit of. 
This will reduce the overall 
number o f vehicles on the 
road and help in conserv­
ing fuel.

Fourth is to plan for sus­
tainable growth. Meghalaya 
has to develop a comprehen­
sive urban planning strategy 
that considers the potential 
impact o f  future develop­
ment projcctson traffic flow 
and ensuring that new con­
structions ar; in line with 
sustainable transport goals.

F if th  is  c o m m u n ity  
aw areness and participa­
tion. Local governm ents 
such as the Dorbar Shnong 
should  involve the local 
community in discussions

o f  education according to 
the policy.

The early stage 
o f education

According to NEP 2020, 
the school system is divided 
into the foundational stage for 
five years. It includes a stage 
for the students between 3 to 
8 years old. It is this stage o f 
education that needs to be 
debated at length. The most 
challenging task here is that 
as per NEP, the preschool 
stage w hich is from class 1 to 
3 should be at the Angamvadi 
centers. But the question 
is Are Anganwadi Centres 
prepared to house children 
in the age group o f  3 to 8 
years old and to teach them? 
Are there enough rooms in 
the Anganwadi centers to 
accommodate this section o f 
students? Infrastructure wise 
can the current Anganwadi 
centers accom m odate the 
three classes for all the chil­
dren that belong to the three 
age groups in the towns and 
villages o f  Meghalaya?

As per the new policy, 
c lasses will now be held 
in the Anganwadi ccntcrs. 
The question  is not only 
concerning the infrastruc­
ture alone but one can ask if

and awareness campaigns to 
promote responsible driving 
habits and encourage public 
cooperation in alleviating 
traflic woes.

W e. th e  c i t iz c n s  o f  
Shillong, must join hands 
with the authorities to find 
long-term and sustainable 
solutions to our city’s traflic 
woes. It is crucial that wc 
act promptly to preserve the 
essence o f  our city while 
creating a seamless and ef­
ficient transportation system 
that benefits everyone.

1 appeal to the concerned 
a u th o r i tie s  io  p rio ritiz e  ih e  
issue o f  traflic management 
and take proactive steps to 
im plement the suggested 
measures. Together, we can 
make Shillong a model city 
with smooth traffic flow and 
a greener environment.

Yours etc..
Manisha M Pala.

Via email

Arrogance  
o f pow er  

everyw here
Editor,
What is alarming in the 

present scenario is that wc 
are becoming less tolerant 
and more arrogant. Crimes 
and violence, atrocitics. cor­
ruption, hatred, nepotism, 
favouritism, hunger and lust 
for power stare us in the face. 
The roads and streets are 
classic examples o f  intoler­
ance. Be it the busy school, 
college and office hours or 
any time o f  the day. traflic 
jams are a part o f  our lives. 
One driver tries to outdo the other, to the point o f  ac­
cidents sometimes minor 
at other times major ones. 
In these same streets while

the Anganwadis are trained 
to be prc-school tcachcrs. 
Prc-school education uses 
different pedagogy to impart 
education to the kids. So 
arc Anganwadis trained to 
provide the much-nccdcd 
early childhood education to 
the kids in the villages? And 
which department will have 
the responsibility to provide 
training for the Anganwadi 
workers?

Then there is the more 
serious administrative ques­
tion. The Anganwadis are 
under the D epartm ent of 
Social Welfare. Docs the de­
partment have the expertise 
to run and manage pre-school 
education? Isn't it more con­
venient to let the education 
department which has the 
ncccssary w herewithal to 
run and provide training to 
the Anganwadis to run the 
ccntcrs?

The NEP also prescribes 
that three years of preschool 
o r  Anganw adi education 
would then be followed by 
two years o f  Primary school­
ing which is class I and class 
2. O f course, the emphasis 
is on play-based or activity- 
based learning strategies and 
language development, yet 
thi s is a crucial stage o f  child 
education and it needs to be 
taken seriously.
Lower Prim ary Education

The next stage is the pre­
paratory stage and this will 
be for three years and it will 
include children in the age 
o f  8 to II years old. In this 
stage, the classes are from 
3r tO 5th grade. Early educa­
tion which includes Lower 
Primary School education is 
another part o f  the NEP 2020 
that the government needs 
to take a serious look at. 
These twoaspcctsofthe NEP 
2020 are the areas which the 
government needs to give 
immediate attention to.

Education is a basic 
hum an right

The state will ccrtainly not 
be hundred percent prepared 
for implementation o f  the 
Policy and it is also known 
to all (Iidl ihcic is no goiii£
back on the NEP. The onus 
is therefore on the state and 
those at the helm o f  power 
to provide education to the 
young people o f  the state and 
to ensure that our children 
are provided education that 
is at par (if  not better) with 
the children and youths in 
the rest o f  the country. This 
is their basic human right and 
the government cannot deny 
them their right.

common people are made 
to sit and wait inside their 
vehicles, a government ve­
hicle will use it's siren and 
the helpless policcmcn will 
have no choice but to make 
way for it.

At times, an ambulance 
would have to wait to allow 
those in government vehicles 
to pass through. What is 
this i f  not the arrogance of 
power?

If wc turn towards crime, 
children  and women are 
the worst hit and the most 
vulnerable. Nowadays, per­
petrators of rapes arc usually 
men known to the victims. 
The lack o f  conviction and 
punishment, if at all. does 
not match the crime. Hcncc 
it does not deter others from 
committing the same crime. 
This arrogance and show 
o f  power and control and 
o f  tram pling the weak is 
frightening.

Corruption lias sown its 
seed so deep that its presence 
is felt across every sphere of 
socicty. Merit takes a back 
scat because what counts is 
how much money one can 
offer those in pow er..

What wc sec is what wc 
learn. Hcncc our children 
leam from what they see and 
hear their elders discussing. 
Right now wc arc not setting 
any good examples before 
them. Isn't this worrisome? 
Shouldn't wc at home, at 
school, at work, in the gov­
ernment do something?

Yours etc., 
Jcnnicfcr Dkhar.

Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

SC 's grant o f  extension to 
ED Saniav M ishra till Sep 15 bizarre 
How can learned justices be 
party to cen tre’s sob story 

defying its own order?
By Sitshil Kutty

Supreme Court Justice B 
R Gavai is busy, perhaps the 
busiest justice. Very recently 
he asked io be recused from 
Rahul G aulhi's defamation! 
conviction case citing long­
standing family links with 
the Congress. Now. he was 
part o f  the special batch  that 
has given Director. Enforce­
ment Directorate, Sanjay 
Kumar Mishra, further ex­
tension fcr the onerous task 
o f  saving India from interna­
tional humiliation.

The Supreme Court ruled 
that Mishra would remain 
ED dircc or till September 
15. Earlier, the top court had 
asked Mishra to quit stalling 
and clear his desk by July

vation, but why accede to 
the government's request? 
Without imputing motives, 
the SC bench should have 
put its foot down. FATF or no 
FATF. Sanjay Kumar Mishra 
is not greater than a nut or 
bolt. Even cogs come with 
a replacement. Ask the Chi­
nese. they made away with 
their Foreign Minister and 
no questions asked! China, 
ofcounsc. isall about cut and 
dried. India isn't. But that is 
no excuse for giving exten­
sion after extension.

By now even M ishra 
must be thinking o f  himself 
as a bathroom fixture; like a 
Jacuzzi or a toilet seat! The 
Supreme Court extended

3 1. no more extensions! The 
voltc-face came four days 
later. San ay Kumar Mishra 
can now continue as "ED 
Director"

Did tin Modi government 
feign th it Sanjay Kumar 
Mishra was indispensable 
bccausc FATF was on India's 
head and there's no F.D of­
ficer competent enough to 
stand in for the irreplaceable 
"Mr. Mishra”? Bunkum! 
People die. Lightning might 
strike. You could get hit

Sanjay Kumar Mishra's ten­
ure saying it is in "public and 
national interest". This,after 
telling Mishra point blank to 
be out ofthc ED building by
J u ly  3 1 .  F o u r  day.-t s h o r t  o f  
the deadline, Mishra is all 
smiles and “Mr. Indispens­
able".

The Modi Government 
ambushed the Supreme Court 
with an "urgent application" 
that said with FATF hovering 
over the head, India cannot 
be left in the lurch. And

The Enforcement Directorate has the teeth 
o f  a K9. Bottom-line, the Modi government 
used the ED fo r  purely political purposes. 
Come to think o f  it, all the excuses, including 
the one about the country s international 

image, are straight out o f  "Believe it or Not". 
In siim le King s  English, this particular ED 
Director is intrinsic to "Modi’s grand "Third 

Term ” plan. He cannot be kicked out.

crossing :hc road. But life 
goes on. Time never stops. 
God forbid. Sanjay Kumar 
Mishra cculd have gone with 
the wind and nobody would 
have missed him cxccpt family.

Point is . the Supreme 
Court should not have fallen 
for the V.odi government’s 
sob story.The Modi govern­
ment pulled a fast one. The 
Modi government would 
not have gone running to 
the apex court if  Mishra was, 
god forbid, no more. His re­
placement would have been 
named within 24 hours. It's 
all political. Sanjay Kumar 
M ishra’s presence in the 
Enforcement Directorate 
is important for the Modi 
regime's 2024 plans.

Not bccausc he's suppos­
edly the only Indian alive 
who can take on the F i­
nancial Action Task Forcc 
(FATF) like Solicitor Gen­
eral Tushar Mehta makes it 
out. He told as much to the 
SC though not in as many 
words. Appointing a new 
ED Director doesn't require 
shi fling goalposts. Like Jus­
tice Gavai observed. “ Are 
you not giving a picturc here 
that your e ntire department is 
full o f  incompetent people 
cxccpt for this one person... 
Is it not demoralising for the 
entire force that except tor 
this one person, the entire 
department will collapse'.’”

That is intelligent obscr-

that Mishra*s presence is a 
national emergency! Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will 
be happy. Mishra will not be 
going anywhere. And Modi 
will be "saved”.T he E nforccm cni D i­
rectorate has the teeth o f  a 
K9. Bottom-line, the Modi 
government used the ED for 
purely political purposes. 
Come to think o f  it. all the 
cxcuscs. including the one 
about the country 's inter­
national image, arc straight 
out o f  "Believe it or Not". 
In simple King's English, 
this particular F.D Director 
is intrinsic to "Modi’s grand 
"Third Term” plan. He can­
not be kickcd out.

The Supreme Court "en­
tertained” the request only 
bccausc o f  the extraordinary 
circum stances. M ishra ‘s 
continuation as F.D Direc­
tor is "illegal” . The apex 
court should not have got 
distracted by sob stories. 
The top court had the power 
to stop "this person”. Tushar 
Mehta's statement “conti­
nuity in office would help 
the country and decide the 
country 's ability, help in 
international credit ratings; 
financial arrangements with 
the World Bank..." is alright 
but the whole thing about 
"a new F.D Director would 
take at least six months to 
look through and understand 
the files" is straight out o f  a 
hat\(IPA Service)


