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“A man only learns in two ways, one  
by reading, and the other by 

association with smarter people. ”
— Will Rogers 
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Promise of growth
IN the run-up to the Union Budget, it xvas time 
for stock-taking on the national econom y based 
on multiple param eters including the perfor­
mances by various sectors. The Economic Sur­
vey 2023 prepared by ch ief economic adviser 
Anantha Nageswaran and presented by finance 
minister Nirmala Sitharaman in Parliament on 
Tuesday forecast India's grow th for the next 
fiscal to be 6.5 per cent -  a  slight fall from the 
seven per cent this fiscal. Compared to a global 
average o f  3 per cent, this pace o f  growth in the 
post-Covidl 9 phase is perhaps a reassurance that 
the national cconomy is performing well.

On the positive side, the number o f SMEs 
com ing up with IPOs almost doubled while the 
total funds raised by them were three times the 
receipts o f  the previous fiscal. The post-Co\'id 
econom ic recovery is "com plete" and  non­
banking anti corporate sectors have healthy 
balance sheets. India is the largest recipient o f 
remittances in the world, it receiving $ I OObillon 
in 2022, a "major source o f  external financing 
after service export." The automobile sector is 
now a key driver o f  economic growth, the na­
tion being the third largest autom obile market, 
surpassing Japan and Germany in terms o f sales. 
This is reflective o f  the purchasing power o f  the 
m iddle and higher income groups. Annual FDI 
equity inflows in the manufacturing sector have 
doubled overa year to S21 billion. The budgeted 
expenditure on the health sector reached 2.1 per 
cent o f  the GDP against 1.6 per cent the previ­
ous fiscal. The C entre's capital expenditure for 
roads and highways at more than R sl.49  lakh 
crore meant a rise o f  102 per cent ycar-on-ycar. 
The capital expenditure for Defence services 
this fiscal was more than Rsl .52 lakh crore -  a 
marginal rise o f  0.88 per cent year-on-year. On 
the Welfare front, the Centre has spent Rs3.5 
lakh crore on the free food programme as part 
o f  its poverty alleviation programmes. In the 
health care scctor too. there was a substantial 
jum p in governmental spending.

On the negative side, industrial output faced 
constraints this fiscal because o f  “high rainfall” 
affecting output in sectors like real estate and 
construction. Manufacturing output was hit by 
"inventory build-up and uneven grow th." Au­
tom obile anc electronics sectors did well while 
sectors like textiles did not due to "poor global 
dem and." Export grow th, hit this fiscal year, 
may slow further and "remain weak in view o f 
the global recession." To sum up, India rated as 
the world's fifth largest economy, registers the 
"fastest growth" among m ajor economics. The 
document also stresses that the fiscal parameters 
would continue to improve even as the advanced 
economics faced recessionary trends.

New Year resolutions Prime Minister 
Modi is unlikely to make or keep

O w n up to  the dem on­
e tisa tio n  d isaste r. Ensure 
z ero  d e a th s  from  m anual 
scavenging.

Do you think Prime Min­
ister Narendra Modi makes 
New Year resolutions? I have 
no idea. Maybe he does, may­
be he doesn ’t. E ither way. 
here is a list o f  New Year 
resolutions which he will not 
m ake(or keep) in 2023.

First New Year resolution: 
H old  a p ress  con fe rence . 
W hen w as the last time PM 
Modi formally addressed the 
m edia? The m aster o f  the 
monologue deserves an entry 
in the 2023 edition o f  The 
G uinness Book o f  World Re­
cords. lie  hasn't held a press 
conference since assum ing

By Derek O'Brien
the Prim e Minister in June
2015. the in ital deadline o f
2020 has been pushed back 
to  June 2023. Work orders 
have been issued for 7.738 
projects out of which only 
about two-thirds have been 
com pleted . 63 per cen t o f  
the amount alocatcd  by the 
Union government has been 
utilised till imv. How will 
the rem aining 36 pe r cent 
o f  the projects be completed 
in  the  nex t few m on ths?  
L ittle wonder, the PM. his 
m inisters, b irca u cra ts  and 
government-friendly media 
platforms tardy  mention the 
term Smart City.

by the 15th Finance Commis­
sion is 41 per cent. However, 
in 2022-23. the states” share 
in central taxes is estimated 
to  be just 30 per cent. The 
revenue collected from GST, 
as a  percentage o f  GDP con­
tinues to be lower than rev­
enue collected through taxes 
subsumed in GST. Revenue 
collcctcd from GST w as 5.88 
per cent o f  G D P in 2021 -22. 
w h ile  the  rev e n u es  from  
taxes subsumed under GST 
was 6.68 per cent o f  G D P in
2016-17. States have suffered 
as the revenue grow th rate 
o f  many o f  them, including 
B engal, w as higher in the

e tisa tion  disaster. D em on­
e tisation was announced in 
November 2016 with the aim 
o f  curbing black money and 
eliminating terror financing. 
“Give me 50 days,”  Modi dra­
matically said, "and punish 
me if  the problem persists". 
It’s been a while. Over 99.3 
per cent o f  the notes that were 
invalidated w ere returned to 
the banks. The value o f  fake 
currcncy notes seized in 2017 
was 76.5 per cent higher than
2016. More than half o f  the 
total value o f  the seized fake 
currcncy was in new Rs 2.000 
notes. So. after all. let’s hope 
that in 2023 he will at least 
acknowledge that demoneti­
sation was a failed stunt.
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oflicc in 2014. T he practice 
o f  holding structured press 
conferences in the confer­
ence hall o f  Vigyan Bhavvan 
(later held in the New Media 
Centre. Delhi) dates back to 
Jawaharlal Nehru in the mid 
1950s. Subsequently , this 
estab lished  m ode o f  c om ­
munication was adopted by 
many prime ministers. Our 
cunvnt PM prcfers one-way 
communication like his radio 
address, puffy tweets and. o f  
course, playing telcpromptcr 
tag. For the record. Modi was 
a pan o f  a press conference 
held at the BJP headquarters 
in Delhi in 2019. It is another 
matter that all the questions at 
that presser were answered 
by Amit Shah. (The method 
o f  using a telcpromptcr has 
been quickly adopted by a 
fellow traveler from Gujarat, 
who recently created a flutter 
by even using the T  device 
while being interviewed by 
a television channel).

Second New Year reso­
lu tion : M en tion  the  term 
Sm art City. Sm art C ity  is 
a  good  b ra n d  nam e. But 
beyond that? Launched by

Third New Year resolu­
tion: Improve his abysm al 
record in Parliam ent. The 
archival links on the Prime 
M inister o f  India’s website 
provide records for the "PM 
in Parliam ent”  fo r form er 
Prim e M inist;rs. For Man- 
mohan Singh. ;hc page shows 
71 speeches made in Parlia-
m rn l whili* Hie nnmh«*r in
six for Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
Shockingly, tie  rcconis for
“ PM in Parliament” are miss­
ing altogether on the much 
flashier looking website dedi­
cated to  the current PM. What 
could be the reason for this? 
During the Gujarat elections 
in 2022. PM Modi addressed 
31 public rallies and  thrcc 
roadshows, but participated 
in zero discussions on Bills, 
and answered zero questions 
in Parliament for the whole 
o f  2022.

Fourth New Year resolu­
tion: Stop squeezing non-BJP 
states for funcs. Deprivation 
o f  states by the Modi govern­
ment continues, ju st as his 
hollow calls for cooperative 
fede ra lism . The d iv is ib le  
pool o f  central taxes as set

pre-GST regime.
Fifth New Year resolution: 

Double farm ers' income. In 
2016. PM M odi p rom ised 
that the incom e o f  farmers 
would be doubled by 2022. 
In a reply to a  question in the 
Rajya Sabha. the agriculture 
m in ister sta te d  tha t much 
progress has been made on 
the prom ise w hile citing a 
book that compiles "success 
s to r ie s  o f  75 .000  farm ers 
[ . . . .]  w ho  have increased  
their income more than two 
times” . H ere arc more reli­
able figures — the committee 
that recommended strategies 
for doubling farmers’ income 
estimated monthly incom cof 
farmers in 2015-16 to be Rs 
8 ,059. As per the Situation 
Assessment Survey o f  Agri­
cultural Households, monthly 
income o f  households was 
Rs 10.218 in 2018-19. an in­
crease o f  around 27 per cent. 
A fter accounting for infla­
tion. and the increased cost 
o f  cultivation, this increase 
is insignificant.

Sixth New Year resolu­
tion: Own up to the demon-

Sevcnth New Year reso­
lution: E nsure zero  deaths 
from  m anual sc av e n g in g . 
In an answ er g iven  in the 
Rajya Sabha. the M inister 
for Social Justice and Em­
pow erm ent said in A ugust
2022 that there  have  been 
no death s  in Ind ia  due to  
m anual scavenging. Howev­
er, it w as Mated in  the .tame
a n sw e r  th a t 352  p e rso n s  
have d ied due to accidents 
w hile undertak ing  hazard­
ous clean ing  o f  sew ers and 
septic tanks during the last 
five years. W ill the PM tell 
u s w hen th is num ber w ill 
becom e zero?

T his colum n w as written 
in  m id -Ja n u ary  2023 . In 
D ecem ber 2 0 2 3 .1 would re­
quest the  publication to  post 
th is  p ie ce  a g a in . A nother 
year. A nother set o f  broken 
New Year resolutions.

< The w riter Is M em ber o f  
P arliam ent a n d  Leader A ll 
Ind ia  Trinam ool Congress 
P arliam entary Party. Rajya  
S a b h a . A r tic le  p u b lis h e d  
b y  a rra n g e m en t w ith  The  
Ind ian  E xpress).

Failure of PHED 
to implement 
JJM Scheme
Editor.
In March last year, the 

Government o f  India sanc­
tioned o water supply scheme 
for our village near Sohiong 
under Jal Jcevan Mission. We 
were all ecstatic that drink­
ing w ater facilities would fi­
nally be availabk* within our 
households. M onths have 
passed and it is dinost a year 
now. implementation o f  the 
schem e has nol started for 
reasons known only to the 
PHE Department. Last No­
vember, I went o  the oflicc 
o f  the SDO. P IE . Sohiong 
to enquire about the delay in 
the scheme implementation. 
1 was told by the staff that 
the SDO is not available on 
that day. They asked me to 
come the next dty. The next 
day the same thing happened 
and the following week too. 
I later came to know that the 
SDO o f  PHE Sohiong comes 
to office only twice a week. 
Then I got my answer! It 
was obvious why there was 
a delay. The worry is that 
ou r village is not the only 
one; there arc many villages 
nearby that sufler the same 
ordeal. If  this is low  the PHE 
Department Auctions then 
I don’t know how the State 
back e d  an award in JJM  
implementation last year.

T hrough your esteem ed 
newspaper. I humbly request 
the G overnm ent and con ­
cerned au thorities to  look 
into this matter and resolve it 
soon for the well-being o f  the 
people in niral areas.

Yours etc..
T. M aw long 

Sohiong Constituency

T ransactional
versu s

transformational 
leadership

Editor,
O ver the years we have 

seen Meghalaya's state poli­
tics and its transformations. 
O ne  such  tran s fo rm a tio n  
is the rise o f  'transactional 
leaders. These leaders turn 
the entire state into a machine 
for their ow n benefit. Since 
the State will be go ing  to 
the polls on February 27. to 
elect representatives to  the 
M eghalaya Legislative A s­
sembly for a five-year term, 
let us elect ‘transformational 
leaders, not ‘transactional 
leaders’. The biggest mistake 
that we as an electorate make 
when we elect a  representa­
tive is to choose the person 
who lacks the basic under­
standing o f  democracy and 
skills needed to be a politi­
cian. O ur foremost duty in 
this state assembly election is 
to lift the state from poverty 
through honest and effective

governance. Let us remember 
that elections serve two main 
functions in representative 
d e m o crac ie s : they  a llow  
voters to selec t the po liti­
cians that best represent their 
p references and  to  punish 
incumbents that misbehave 
and are corrupt, because ’cor­
ruption is the abuse o f  oflicc 
for illicit ends.'

Jam es F reem an C larke  
said, “ A politician thinks o f  
the next election. A states­
m an. o f  the nex t g e n e ra ­
tion.”  We need to  vote for 
statesmen.

Yours etc.. 
Dr. Omarlin Kyndiah.

Via email

Congress call 
for alliance a 

wise move
Editor,
The behaviour o f  the UDP 

and HSPDP -  the latter de­
ceiving the legacy o f  the fire­
brand leader. H opingstone 
L yngdoh . w ho n e v er  lost 
election till his last breath and 
the form er a leader like BB 
Lyngdoh a  shrewd politician 
who would noi help his own 
son to get a job  in his govern­
ment; also his shrewdness in 
denying the agreed term o f
2.5 years to the would be suc­
cessor to the C M ’s post, all 
prove that both will club with 
Conrad Sangma’s  NPP after 
the results. It will be back to

the 2018 -2023 model!
B JP though  s id e - lin ed  

from  2018 , d iv o rce d  the  
MDA a little loo late is sure 
to  re jo in  NPP esp ec ia lly  
w ith Prime Minister Modi 
carefully adjusting between 
SanborShullai BJP and Con­
rad Sangma. During Modi':;
visit to Shillong he seemed 
to  endorse  everything that 
the MDA governm ent had 
done.

The majority o f  voters 
in Jaintia Hills bombarded 
w ith  freebies for th e  last 
one  year had forgotten the 
FCI rice  ep isode  and  the 
death o f  the Lukha due to  
excessive love that ministers 
have for cement plants. The 
Iaw m usiang  w ith  m ounds 
o f  garbage is also forgotten. 
T h e  p o o r truckers  tr a n s ­
porting coal for high level 
owners are themselves starv­
ing. The Mukroh tragedy is 
a lso already forgotten. After 
freebies were given to  three 
churches as shown on social 
media. Unless an alliance o f  
the thrcc like-minded parties 
is made in Jaintia we would 
repeat the 2019 Lok Sabha 
election results in which 69 
%  lost to 31 % and we call it 
the world's largest party.

The Khasi H ills too  re ­
quire alliances One example: 
Laitumkhrah la s  three strong 
c and ida tes . The V PP and 
Congress should have an un­
derstanding o r  how to play in 
thisclcction. IVc Poll alliaiKC

is a must.
M eghalaya has one elec­

toral d isease in which the 
constituency o f  one person in 
Jaintia Hills docs not feel the 
pain for poor implementation 
o f  the SSA scheme and Ad- 
hoc and contractual teachers. 
The rest o f  Jaintia Hills doc* 
not feel for the Lumshnong 
and Brishymot people about 
to  sh ift to  sa fe r  e n v iro n ­
m ental ground and  nor do 
they feel for Sutnga and its 
polluting cokc plants run by 
bcnami owners from Rajast­
han. Voters don 't remember 
th e  M arten  stench  o r the 
lethargic mindset o f  MUDA. 
Shillongitcs d o n ’t feel for 
the people living in borders 
from  W ahkdait to Borkhat 
w ho  have  no w  lost the ir  
paddy fields and orchards by 
unlawful International bor­
der fencing right across. O f 
course, in Decem ber 2022. 
one candidate o f  the TMC 
had written to I lomc M inisicr 
Amit Shah w ho in turn wrote 
to the Home Secretary. M e­
ghalaya to  intervene. There 
is no sign o f  any action on 
this front till dale. Shillong­
itcs don’t feel for people o f  
Ri Bhoi who now fear that 
casinos w ill come up in their 
a reas as soon as poll results 
arc declarcd.

The church leade rs ' fo­
rum would not get any rc- 
spcct from either the Chief 
M inister o r the Deputy. Just 
wait and watch. Tnc casino

promises huge profits unlike 
the 4th furlong tecr o f  a few 
lakhs rupees. C asinos will 
rake in crorcs o f  rupees by 
a ttracting millionaires from 
across the globe.

U n le s s  th e  e le c to r a te  
knows the facts that old com ­
panions sluuil united witli
thcirboss. the N PPchicf. The 
dome collapse; the MoU on 
Philangkata and  .Vlaikhuli. 
C A A , the  push for H indi, 
not questioning the 20 crorcs 
w asted on the ISBT ro o f and 
4 w alls that leaked: the red 
b uses o f  o n ly  9 years o ld  
junked to the lowest bidder. 
There is as yet no sign o f  the 
medical collcge, health card, 
roads, education etc. The re­
gional parties, though wedged 
apart temporarily, will reunite 
after the election.

M eghalaya is doomed. Let 
the collapse o f  the Meghalaya 
Assembly dome be tl)c writing 
on the wall. King Bclshazaar 
in the banquet saw  the writ­
ings on the walls. They arc in 
Aramaic "Mcnc M cnc Tckcl 
U p h arsin ."  w hich  m eans. 
"Thou art weighed, numbered 
and found wanting.”

Yours etc..
W Passah 

Nongkrem

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
au tho rs  and not tha t o f
Th* Shillong Tim *

Is the movie Pathaan 
a Game-Changer?

By //. Srikantli
That I am a m ovie buff 

is a fact. 1 enjoy w atching 
and talking about movies. I 
like Shall Rukh Khan as an 
actor. But that is no reason I 
go gaga about h is comeback 
movie. Pathaan. now running 
to packcd bjuscs and breaking 
all box-oflicc records. Pathaan 
is no path breaking movie. It 
is a mass masala action spy 
thriller with riveting songs, 
dancc. figlis. and a dose o f 
patriotism. T here is nothing 
more to  say about the content 
o f  the movie. Still. I foci the 
need to talk about the movie 
as it is a came-changer that 
could reverse the politics o f 
hate that th: regime has been 
perpetuating in the country in 
the name o f religion.

Bollywood is the biggest 
entertainment industry in the 
country, providing livelihood 
to thousands o f  artists. techni­
cians. and professionals. Every 
year, artists from different ports 
o f  the country flock to Mumbai 
to try (heir luck in the film 
industry. Bollyw ood produced 
several masala blockbusters 
and also scious experimental 
movies that touched the hearts 
o f  millions j f  spectators in the 
country anc abroad. Fora long 
it remained an inspiration to 
regional filii industries. Many 
movies from Bollywood were 
remade in different regional 
industries.

Know n for its plurality, 
Bolly wood, like Indian Crick­
et. remained sccular at large. 
Although Here arc some big 
players, it i> not monopolized 
by any one community, reli­
gion, o r region. The people 
work in the industry without 
bothering about the religious 
identities o f the actors and 
other artists. Many leading ac­
tors. directors, singers, music 
directors, lyricists and writers 
belonging to the Muslim com­
munity have made their mark 
in Bollywood. The Indian au- 
dicncc loved them as much as 
they did vvilh Rajcsh Khanna. 
Hcma Malini. Ramcsh Sippy 
and Kishor Kumar. The mov­
iegoers arc crazy about their 
favorite acior. They not only 
wont to  -jc< their movies but 
also show a t interest in private 
the lives o f  the lead actors- 
thcir love siarics. heart-breaks, 
marriages, divorce, rivalry and 
friendship. To the audience 
at large, th: actors' religion, 
region and caste hardly mat­
tered.

Bollywood, which had a 
glorious past, has not been 
doing well in the last few de­
cades. It has seen little creativ­
ity and innovations in recall 
decades, be it instoiytdling.or 
in using technology. Unlike the 
actors and artists o f  the earlier 
times who were products o f 
progressive organizations and 
m ovem ent, the new breed o f  
Bollywood filmmakers have 
no organic association w ith the 
people and tl>c society. The sto­
ries they wove were repetitive 
and divorced from social real­
ity. Although it is often exag­
gerated, stil there is some truth 
in the allegations o f  nepotism 
and the m aia influence in the 
industry. T ie  movie industry 
in the south has been doing 
well on all fronts compared to 
Bollywood There is indeed a 
need for Bollywood to rcflcct 
and innovate. Positive criti­
cism oi Bol ywood was indeed 
needed. But that did not hap­
pen. Instead, Bollywood has 
become a tirgct o f  attack by 
right-wing ideologues in the 
country forothcr reasons.

Anti-Bollywood trend is 
to be seen in the context o f  
political changes taking place 
in the county. In the last thrcc 
decades, efforts arc on to attack 
the sccular fabric of die nation 
and convert India into a Hindu 
nation Apart from controlling 
politics anc the economy, the 
regime ha* been attempting 
to control a id  direct people's 
religious beliefs and culture 
to attain their political goals. 
It is here tint they find Bolly­
wood a stumbling block. Pre­
eminent status o f  the Khans 
and the continuing hold o f 
the left liberals in Bollywood 
became an eyesore to tlx: saf­
fron brigade, which cannot 
think beyotd Hindu-Muslim 
divide, their communal ori­
entation and bias made them 
hate everything and everyone 
in Bollywood who did not 
share the vision o f  Hindutva. 
Hence, die}1 have been paint­
ing Bollywood a s anti-Hindu 
and anti-national. Instead o f  
viewing artists as artists, they

identified actors and film 
artists based on religion and 
political ideology. Naturally, 
they opposed not only the 
patronization o f  Pakistani 
artists but also Indian Muslim 
actors and artists working 
in Bollyw ood. T he K hans 
arc seen not as actors, but 
as individuals belonging to 
an enemy religion. Because 
the Khans are Muslims, the 
saffron brigade concludes, 
the said actors cannot but 
be pro-Pakistani. pro-Mafia 
and. hence, anti-nationals. 
It is therefore necessary that 
their films, inrcspccliveofthc 
content, arc to be boycotted. 
Apart front the movies o f  the 
Khans, even the movies o f  
liberal and left oriented Hin­
dus should also be boycotted, 
as they arc also ‘anti-Hindu’ 
and ‘anti-national’.

Boycott gangs allege that 
all Bollywood movies g lo­
rify the Mughal ‘invaders’, 
and hurt Hindu sentiments 
by insulting Hindu history, 
culture, and traditions. The 
Censor Board’s certification 
is not enough to release the 
movies; they need to be ap­
proved by ‘us’, the embodi­
ments o f Hindu culture and 
traditions. Anyone ignoring 
‘us’, the Sanatani H indus, 
should be taught a lesson. 
All Sanatani Hindus should 
unite to boycott Bollywood 
movies, barring tlx: movies o f  
those ‘nationalist’ actors and 
directors close to the political 
regime. The boycott trend, 
which started with the movie 
‘Padmavat*, picked up mo­
mentum after the sad demise 
o f  a talented upcoming actor, 
Sushani Singh Rajput. In the 
name o f  seeking justicc for 
the actor, the fringe elements 
started a  systematic hate cam­
paign against Bollywood with 
the direct or indirect support o f 
corporate media and the party 
in power. Even responsible 
ruling party leaders holding 
political positions came out 
to support the fringe elements 
who were bullying the actors, 
filmmakcis and moviegoers in 
the name o f  boycott. In such 
a vicious environment, x im c 
decent movies like Lai Singh 
Chaddha that portrayed the 
growing religious intolerance 
and appealed for reconcilia­
tion also suffered at the box- 
office. In contrast, movies 
with divisive agenda, such as 
‘Kashmir Files’ minted crorcs, 
thanks to the official and me­
dia support it received.

Apart from Bollyw ood 
actors and filmmakers, even 
the audience began to feel 
suffocated with this growing 
environment o f intokTancc. In 
his inaugural speech in Kolka- 
la International Festival, 2022. 
A m itabh  B achchan . w ho 
usually avoids controversy, 
expressed his concern about 
civil liberties and freedom 
o f  expression. In the same 
festival, without referring to 
the boycott call. Shah Rukh 
Khan spoke about the need 
o f  all right-thinking people to 
fight against what he cailcd as 
“narrow, divisive, destructive 
narrative". Massivcpublic re­
sponse in support o f  the movie 
Pathaan should be seen in the 
light o f  these political events 
taking placc in the country. 
The masses have not only 
ignored the colls for boy con, 
but have also started nuking 
point-to-point rebuttal o f  the 
arguments advanced by the 
saffron brigade. It is hearten­
ing to see audicnccs across 
ages and religions publicly 
denouncing the dubious logic 
and hypocrisy o f  the boycott 
gangs. This kind o f  assertion 
is needed not only for the 
survival o f  Bollywood but 
also for the future o f  Indian 
democracy.

To conclude. I don’t think 
Pathaan is a  great mov ie, but 
ix) one in the country has the 
right or authority to force oth­
ers not to watch the movie, 
just bccausc tlx: actors in the 
movie arc not to someone's 
liking. It is time we relish, eel- 
cbratc and crit ic izc the movies 
without bothering about the 
religion o f  the actors and 
filmmakers. It is time all pro­
gressive and secular minded 
people come forward to fight 
attempts at sowing the seeds 
o f  communalism and destroy 
the film industry for narrow 
political interests. Hope the 
success o f  Pathaan strength­
ens the people’s yearning for 
a society that values reason, 
peace and social harmony.
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Introspection into M eghalaya’s 
economy on its 50th year

“  Transparency increases credibility 
and accountability . "

— Park Won-soon
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Congress revival imminent
THE Congress Party at the national level has gained 
much traction from the Bharat Jodo Yatra. The 4000 
km long journey undertaken by Rahul Gandhi in 
146 days has raised hopes among those that cherish 
an India where the soul breathes free and the state 
has not turned into a big brother constantly keeping 
a watch on what documentaries people choose to 
view, which movies arc to be banned which ones 
to be watched. Since 2014 there has been an air of 
despondency for those who believe in the diversity 
and happy coexistence among people o f all faiths. 
Religion never became a political prop. Today for 
the BJP, the main draw for iltc 2024 parliamentary 
elections would be the completion of the Ram temple 
as if, on that structure, hinges the future and progress 
o f this nation. A temple is meaningless if people 
don't have adequate healthcare. Today the out of 
pocket expenses on healthcare is at an all-time high 
because the state has not made healthcare accessible 
to rural habitat*.

Since thcpandcmic unemployment has risen man­
ifold and a goot number of factory workers have not 
found new jobs. There is heartburn among the youth 
on the bleak employment scenario especially for the 
less skilled among them. The education system is 
broken as it produces too many people with degrees 
but without adequate reasoning power and therefore 
the inability to innovate. Creativity isstifled by regi­
mentation. India needs an ecosystem where idcasarc 
respected, incubated and nurtured. India's economic 
model has produced a few billionaires who enjoy 
state patronage and whose incomes derive from the 
rest o f the population. They run business empires 
which rely on slate institutions that could collapse if 
the business venture fails. The Congress Party must 
engage itself with how to fix this broken system. It 
cannot continue to critique the Modi government at 
the Centre without coming up with alternatives such 
as building a robust economic model; an education 
system that empowers ideas to take wings and a 
health system that all can access. The Congress must 
introspect on what actually brought it down other 
than the runaway corruption by a few in government, 
business and politics. Unless there is a serious soul- 
searching, people will soon forget the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra which will be subsumed by the noise of right 
wing extremism.

India needs to grow in an atmosphere where 
public goods a*e accessible not by virtue o f  their 
political leanings but because the Constitution 
guarantees them those. In Meghalaya, the Congress 
is perhaps the only Party that has set up quite a few 
women candidates. Other parties, particularly the 
regional parties, remain gender blind and only pay 
lip service to women’s empowerment. It is not easy 
to decimate a Party that has a history o f leading the 
freedom struggle. However, the Congress needs to 
learn important lessons from its period in exile.

By RV Warjri

Dark clouds as 
we head into 
Budget 2024

______ By Jagdisli Rattanani______

Save the 
broken 

education
sy s te m !

Editor,
It s e em s m y m ind  is 

w ired  up w ith  R atskhcm  
Myrboh, Asst. Professor o f  
Synod College. For the very 
observations and  thoughts 
expressed  in h is w rite-up: 
Education is drowning: Who 
will rescue the sector? (ST 
Jan 26, 2023) a rc  w hat I've 
been sounding to people and 
friends over the years.

H is accurate and dow n­
righ t pa infu l trir.h on  the 
'm ala ise ' o f  the  system o f  
education should violently 
shake a ll those  in au tho r­
ity  to  ac t now ! Yes. 'The 
crim inal neglect and apathy' 
now must give way to  the 
bulldozers o f 'a  strong educa­
tional machinery.' lo reinvent 
this sector.

I 'm  sure  there m ust be 
ru le s /law s  fo r  a ffilia tio n  
that regulate private unaided 
schools. B U T the govern ­
m ent sham elessly  m ocks 
teachers, plays 'politics and 
nepotism ', bends the rules 
and undervalues ihc teach­
ing profession! Ai d  thus the 
agonising cry  of. W ho will 
rescue the sector? w ill fade 
into oblivion and obscurity.

The Examination reforms

a nd  B .E d co lleges indeed 
have to  be overhauled. How­
ever, I will say that they must 
be relevant and not outdated! 
I have very strong opinions 
and  thoughts on  these tw o 
areas, but tha t's too exhaus­
tive for this column.

R e m e m b er p o lit ic ia n s  
a n d  B u r e a u c ra ts :  Y O U  
A R E  W H A T  Y O U  A R E  
T O D A Y  B E C A U S E  O F 
Y O U R  T E A C H E R S ! So. 
w ith  you r hands on  y o u r 
hearts. I implore the new ru l­
ing government to be  excited 
and enthusiastic in lifting the 
quality and standard o f  edu­
cation at the school level.

Yours etc.. 
Kevin Phillips 
Shillong 19

Sad demise of 
the Lukha

Editor,
I read  w ith g rea t pain 

and dism ay the article ‘The 
Lukha R iver Is D ead: An 
O bituary by W Passah (ST 
January 3 1. 20 2 3 )and w on­
der why this issue is not even 
m en tioned  by  a ny  p o lit i­
cian past and present. Not a 
single politician is ready to 
lift a finger to save the dead 
Lukha river and  other rivers 
Indifferent parts o f  the State 
o f  Meghalaya. The Umicw 
River in Smit is  used to wash 
vehicles right in the middle.

Meghalaya at Fifty 1972
2022, is condensed  into 

a 141 page kind o f  coffee 
table book published by the 
D epartm ent o f  E ducation. 
G overnment o f  Meghalaya. 
It's a  good record about M e­
ghalaya's Freedom l ighters. 
T rad itional in stitu tions o f  
M eghalaya and  Traditional 
gam es o f  M eghalaya. The 
sam e  c an n o t b e  s a id  for 
the  very  sk e tch y  c h ap te r  
called *An O verview  o f  the 
E conom y o f  M eghalaya*. 
It shou ld  h av e  b e en  ‘On 
the Econom ic Progress o f  
M eghalaya.' W hy? Because 
fundamentally, culture, be­
lie f  and practices, traditions, 
society and  life in general, 
can sustain only on the basis 
o f  economic progress. Fall 
o f  em pires, nations and so ­
cieties took p lace essentially 
b e cause  o f  econom ic  u p ­
heavals. Instead, the chapter 
contains a surfeit o f  pictori­
als which are easily available
on Google and other tourist
literature. There is nothing 
reflective o r introspective o f  
the past fifty years. As such 
M eghalaya  at F ifty  tu rn s  
out to  be  okay, only a s  a 
feel good book. H ere is my 
critique.

G iven that the  elections 
to the state legislature is due. 
the book could have provided 
some opportunity for aspir­
ing law m akers or legislators 
to envision a M eghalaya for 
the next 50 years. A glimpse 
not only o f  the past but also a
spark to  the future: systemic 
and  in s titu tio n a l c hanges 
and change o f  m indset that 
should have taken place but 
w ere not able to. H ow  long 
can M eghalaya carry on as a 
special category state? What 
happens i f  there is no more 
Sixth Schedule and removal 
o f  the several reserv ations, 
protection and  exem ptions 
from paying income tax ctc. 
docs happen?

Then there is  a need to 
look beyond one’s interstate 
and in te rnational borders  
and boundaries in this trans­
national d ig ita l a g e . A lso 
the  s ign ificance  o f  trade , 
commerce and exports. The 
book mentions nothing about 
investment. T here 's no men­
tion o f  the economic policy, 
strategy or model suitable to 
Meghalaya; in short some 
road map for the future gen­
eration. That after fifty years 
when M eghalaya celebrates 
its centenary the people o f  
M eghalaya w ould feel at par 
with the rest o f  the states in 
India a nd  the  w orld  its e lf  
and devoid o f  any psyche o f  
inferiority. A reality check 
to  show  tha t M e ghalaya  
has graduated from a politi­
cally m obilized society to a 
society that is economically 
mobilized. The above is an 
im perative particularly  be­
cause o f  the preponderance 
o f  a p le thora  o f  p ressu re  
groups w hich have become

There are no regulations and 
I sometimes wonder w hy we 
the people do not dem and 
that the State Pollution C on­
trol Board is not demolished 
and its employees sent pack­
ing. They arc  a ll w orking 
against the  environm ent and 
it is  high tim e that people 
s ta rt a g ita ting  in front o f  
this useless office and point 
ou t the ru les to  them  and 
tell them to go and  drink the 
water from Wah Lukha. The 
callousness o f  the  C onrad 
Sangma G overnm ent which 
looked the other way when 
Star Cem ent w as permitted 
to  expand  its  m ining area 
by  the  U nion  M inistry  o f  
Environment and Forests is 
unpardonable. I f  the Lukha 
R iv e r  w as in  G aro  H ills  
w ould this C h ie f  M inister 
still pretend to  be blind to 
th is  m u rd e r o f  the R iver 
Lukha? Agatha Sangma. the 
Tura M P and  sister o f  the 
CM has a degree in Environ­
m ental M anagem ent from  
the  UK but does not seem  
to use this for the benefit o f  
the state. W hat’s the use o f  a 
foreign degree when it is  not 
used to heal the environm ent 
and the rivers? Thousands o f  
citizens depend on the Lukha 
for their livelihoods. A s Pas­
sah righ tly  m entioned  the 
Lukha turns blue because o f  
the effluents from the cement 
companies. I am  a resident o f  
Lumshnong but am  pow er­
le ss  to  do  any th ing . W hy

like a parallel gove rnm en t.
M cghalay t G overnm ent 

portal has been adopting the 
data form at a> per Sustain­
ab le  D eve lopm ent G oals  
(S D G s) a nd  the  17 goals 
under it. T he sam e form at 
could have been followed for 
the last fifty years. It would 
enable, for instance, to com ­
pare the poverty levels with 
the growth in state domestic 
product o r per capita income. 
The graph on State Domestic 
Product gives the figure o f  
Rs 2.89.284 lakh in 1980-81 
increases to  Rs 28.34,392 
lakhs in 2018-19. The other 
on Per C ap iu  Income says

Rs 21,921 in 1980-81 and 
Rs 79,573 in 2018-19. There 
sli on Id have also been some 
cogn ition  on po lic ie s  and 
qualitative factors like hu­
man resource, technology 
etc. which ledto the increase 
in State Domestic P roduc t.

Coloured graphs on Sec­
toral D istribution o f  State 
Income placed the primary 
sector ( Agriculture, forestry 
and logging . fishing . m in­
ing and quarrying) at 37% 
in 1980-81 and decreases 
to  23%  in 2018 -19 ; T he 
secondary sector (Industry 
& Construction) a t 19% in 
1980-81 decreases to  17% 
in 2018-19 a«d the tertiary 
se c to r  o r  sc rv ices( trade , 
repair, services , hotels and 
restaurant*. transport, stor­
age , com m urication & ser­
vices related to broadcasting, 
financial services . public 
administrat ior and other ser­
vices ) at 44*o in 1980-81 
increases to 60% i n 2018-19. 
D istribution o f  w orkers in
2017-18  stocd  at p rim ary  
sector 57%; secondary sec­
tor 13% and tertiary sector 
30%. In A gricjlturc so much 
has been touted about going 
organic? T he growth o f  the 
service  sector is universal. 
At the  sam e  tim e  IT and 
ITES (IT  enabled services) 
a rc  no t even  m en tio n e d . 
Some data on w omen’s  role 
in economic development is 
commendable. W hat about 
the ro le  o f  single m others 
which is  w idsly prevalent. 
Key a re as  on th e  S ta te ’s 
achievements included road

can ’t the  M eghalaya High 
Court save u« from this on ­
slaught o f  cement companies 
which a lso  depend largely 
on the coal illegally mined 
to  fire up their factories in 
cem ent production. All the 
illega lities  a x  connected. 
W ho w ill save us from cal­
lous companies and greedy 
politicians?

Yours etc., 
LN Rymbai.

Via email

Back to 
Mandal 
politics

Editor,
W hatsoever is happening 

in  Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
c lea rly  ind ica tes  th a t the 
country is again reverting to 
Mandal politics which needs 
to be curbed a: the earliest as 
the country isalready facing 
m any problem s. In such a 
scenario both sides will be 
responsib le  for fom enting 
communal tensions and such 
types o f  e lem ents should 
not be cncouiaged as it will 
harm  the social fabric o f  the 
country. A group supporting 
M aurya , called  the A khil 
Bharatiya OBC Mahasabha, 
o n  S unday  in V rindavan  
burned  photocopies o f  the 
pa g es  a lleg ed ly  c a rry in g  
"objectionable comments on

con n ec tiv ity  and  a ir  con ­
nectivity have been written 
a bou t bu t th e re ’s  no th ing  
about quality o f  roads and the 
market for air connectivity to 
sustain. T here’s  nothing on 
rail connectivity , let alone 
digital connectivity which is 
paramount in the inevitably 
grow ing  know ledge based 
econom y .

Natural resources: The 
prim ary source o f  a ll e co ­
nomic activities is the avail­
ability o f  land. Farmers need 
land to cultivate and produce 
food. Land is  required for 
livestock. Forests grow  on 
land. There cannot be hous­

ing w ithout land. Factories 
have to  be  b u ilt on  land. 
Roads, markets, sports etc. 
need land. Even technology 
parks need land. O ptim iza­
tion on the use o f  land, acts as 
a m ajor determinant o f  eco­
nomic prosperity. An urgent 
reform  on land  beg inn ing  
w ith  cad a s tra l su rv ey  for 
proper land records is called 
for. One reads that 76%  o f  
the population in Meghalaya 
is landless. There's a need for 
necessary legislation even i f  
it means a Land Ceiling Act. 
There's a  need to reloe>k at 
the effectiveness o f  the Land 
transfer Act.

Human resources: M e­
gha laya  a t F ifty  co n ta in s 
some data on  the progress in 
education and health which 
are the primary prerequisites 
for any economic progress. 
Deng Xiaoping, the architect 
o f  the economic reform s in 
China, chose to be the party 
top functionary on education 
and health that made China 
w hat it is today . It may be 
recalled  tha t in the 1980s 
India and China w ere more 
o r  le ss  a t th e  sam e  level 
regarding levels o f  poverty, 
literacy . per capita income, 
in fan t m o rta lity  ra te  etc. 
Today the economy o f  China 
is more than five tim es that 
o f  India. W estern investment 
into China poured in. in a 
big w ay  because  o f  avail­
ability o f  skilled labour that 
co rrelated  w ith  education. 
There is however no data on 
the proper utilization o f  the 
human resources. No data on

women and Dalits" in Ram- 
charitm anas. D ays before 
these incidents, th e  Ayodhya 
priest had slam m ed Bihar 
M inister C handra Shekhar 
fo r  th e  la t te r ’s  com m en t 
that the epic is “divisive and 
spreads hatred in society." 
T his is a tried and tested trick 
every political party deploys: 
it a llow s one  o f  its leaders 
to  say things w hich may not 
be generally defensible, and 
then it distances itself from 
his o r  her rem arks, calling 
them  the 'p e rsonal v iew s’ 
o f  the  p e rso n  conce rned . 
A nd the re  a re  no c o n se ­
quences for the leader for 
having made objectionable 
remarks.

There is an idiom for such 
behaviour: Running with the 
hare  and  hunting w ith  the 
hounds.

Therefore, it is quite ev i­
dent that the SP and the RJD 
(w h o se  m e m b er C hand ra  
S he k h a r is)  a re  try in g  to  
revive Mandal politics, one 
o f  w hose main planks is a 
critical stance tow ards the 
cas te  sy stem  w hich , they 
claim , is em bedded in the 
H indu  b e lie f  system . The 
Mandal Commission Report, 
whose implementation trig­
gered the rise o f  OBC poli­
tics. a lso  inc luded several 
references which w ere not 
very  charitab le  to  H indu­
ism. Both SP and  RJD and 
even the R JD ’s  ally in Bihar, 
JD (U)—are the beneficiaries

skilled la bou re r personnel.
Technology: Pie ubiqui­

tous mobile phone is now in 
everybody’s hands and pock­
ets irrespective o f  profession 
. incom e level . gender o r 
a g e . There should have been 
data on the density o f  mobile 
phones and access to the in ­
ternet. T he availability and 
efficiency o f  netw orks and 
laying dow n o f  fibre optics 
. Publicity on the launching 
o f  5G is w elcome but at least 
there should have been data 
on the c fflcacy  o f  the  4G 
and to  w hat extent there is a 
ready infrastructure for 5G. 
By the w ay all big talk about 
technology w ill conic a crop­
per without a dependable and 
reliable supply o f  power.

Capital Formation: There 
is  a line in M eghalaya  at 
Fifty which says “  With the 
right kind o f  investment in 
infrastructure and a system 
o f  incentives, it can be a hub 
for the high value service 
sector. T his is imperative in
the face o f  g rowing unem ­
p loym ent am ong the  e du ­
cated youth." The question 
rem ains what are the skills 
and levels o f  knowledge o f  
the so called educated youth 
?  M ost states in India have 
com e ou t with a policy to 
promote investments. They 
mention among other things 
the kinds o f  incentives with 
regard to land availability, 
supply o f  power, tax holiday 
etc. M eghalaya needs to do 
the same in a manner which 
fits into the e cosystem  o f  
M eghalaya. It is w ell recog­
nized that w hether it is  the 
capitalist western system or 
the com m unist but market 
d riven economy o f  China or 
the increasingly expanding 
p rivate  secto r econom y o f  
India, it is  capital formation 
o r investm ents which have 
revolutionized the economic 
and technological landscape. 
W ithout capital there cannot 
be  any  econom ic  activity , 
be it micro, medium or big 
. At the same tim e lies the 
danger o f  the sta te  a llying 
w ith  cap ita l tha t can  lead 
to a few oligarchic families 
c o n tro l lin g  the  reso u rce s 
o f  the State. It is crucial to 
realize that the econom y o f  
M eghalaya cannot rem ain 
to revolve only on schemes 
from the central government 
for the next 50 y e a r s .

Hopefully, notw ithstand­
ing the degree o f  seriousness 
, the manifestoes o f  political 
parties in  M eghalaya, will 
for the record, go bey ond the 
C om petitive populism  and 
w elfarism and instead lay 
dow n some realistic and 
reform ist vision and mission 
for the next fifty years . Some 
kaleidoscope for the youth to 
visualize the ir future is the 
need o f  the hour.

(T he  w riter is  a  re tired  
diplomat and  fo rm er Ambus- 
sudor. H e can be reached at 
rvwaijri@ gm ail.com )

o f  Mandal.
T he spectacu lar rise  o f  

the BJP in the last dccadc 
under the N arendra Modi- 
A m it Shah  d u o  c c lip s c d  
caste-oriented OBC politics, 
but only the most quixotic 
o f  Hindutva zealots would 
say that caste has ceased to 
be a reality in India. In fact, 
even the B jP  acknowledges 
this fact; this is the reason 
that many o f  the clcvatie>ns 
m ade by the saffron party  
in the last few decades have 
been influenced by the social 
engineering dogma. Mandal 
part ics seem to be going back 
to  basics— or. to  be prccisc. 
the basic: caste. Hence the 
persistent dem and for caste 
census. They know tliat caste 
is an emotive issue; and it is 
easier to convince people by 
m aking em otional appeals 
than by m aking reasonable 
arguments. The BJP has been 
doing the same thing, though 
it relies on different kinds o f  
emotions. We must get ready 
for more sentimentalism in 
politics.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
the view s o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

T he fourth and  the last 
fu ll-fled g e d  U n io n  B u d ­
get o f  the N arendra M odi 
governm ent’s  second  term , 
scheduled lo  be presented 
to  Parliam ent on  W ednes­
day. com es am id som e dark 
c louds o r  the g lobal scene. 
G lobally , g row th is  dow n, 
inflation is up. geo political 
tensions are on  the  rise, the 
R ussia-U kntinc conflict is 
unending and  the  outlook 
is  no t exactly  sunn^'. Luc 
F riedcn. President ol Euro- 
cham bres' ("the  eyes, cars 
and  voice o f  the business 
c om m unity a t EU  level") 
w a s  q u o te d  by  R e u te rs  
a s  say ing  Iasi w eek : “ In 
the  short te rm , w e a rc  in 
a  d ifficult econom ic  s itu ­
a tio n ."  And acc o rd in g  to 
the IMF. m ore than a  third 
o f  the global econom y has 
contracted In 2022 and  is 
ex pec ted  to fu rther do so 
in  2023. This indicates the 
p ro b lcm so f  spillovers that 
w ill exact a  toll on  India.

B u t In d ia  i t s e l f  is  a t  
a  d if f ic u lt tim e . W e a rc  
h e a d e d  n to  a  ro u n d  o f  
national elections that will 
b r in g  new  p r e s s u r e s  to  
m ake prom ises a nd  sa n c ­
tion expenditures to  secure

th e  vo te  -p e r i ls  o f  a  so- 
called c le;iion-ycar budget. 
M any analysts say th is is a 
tem ptation tliat the govern ­
m ent sh o  ilel and will resist 

it has a vo te-on-account 
to  o ffer goodies nex t year, 
c loser to Uk  2024 elections. 
A B loom berg  su rv ey  o f  
econom ists show ed that a 
m ajority  ;xpcct the budget 
to  s te e r  c lear o f  populis t 
m e a su re s  a n d  fo c u s  on  
strengthening m anufactur­
ing  and  creating jobs.

T he fiscal is u nder p res­
sure  and  la s  not recovered  
fu lly  from the  sh o c k s  o f  
C o v id -1 9 . A s w c  know , 
the fiscal deficit ba llooned 
to  9 .2%  o f  G D P  in 2020- 
2 1 . tw ice than tha t seen in
2019-20. It w as pegged a t 
6 .4%  in 2022-23 (B udget 
E stim ate ;) , a  d e ce n t pull 
back  from the  abyss, but 
the track announced by the 
g o v e rn m e n t la s t y e a r  o f  
keep ing  o  a  fiscal deficit 
level b e lo w 4 .5%  by 2025-
26 m ay not be  easy  to  reach 
g iven  the conditions.

Today, p r iv a te  in v e s t­
m ent isn '. p icking up. infla­
tion (particularly  the  core 
in fla tio n  w hich  excludes 
vola tile  food and  fuel p ric­
e s )  is  p e rs is te n t , e x c is e  
a nd  cu stom s rec eip ts  a re  
projected to  be  dow n, and 
d is in v es tm en t w ill be a s 
challenging a s ever, i f  not 
m ore  so. T he governm ent 
has therefore lim ited fiscal 
space  for bold action.

O n e  o f  th e  b ig  c h a l ­
lenges o f  the governm ent 
is  c re a tin g  e m p lo y m e n t 
opportun ties for the youth, 
w ith  ugly unem ploym en t 
num bers com ing  ou t a s  a 
c o n s is te n t fea tu re  o f  the  
econom y ai>d raising fears 
o f  a  dem ographic disaster. 
E xpect some push in this 
d ire c t io n . T h e  m o v e  to  
bu ild  C hinese-sty le  m ega 
p la n ts , as a p p e a rs  to  b e  
the  p lan given  the  recen t 
agreem ents betw een Fox- 
conn and Vedanta te lls us 
tha t India w ill b ring  jo b s  
v ia  la rge  fac to ries  w here  
th e  o n ly  sk ill is  In d ia 's  
labour com peting on price. 
It is  not in dispu te  that the 
C hinese  a ctorie s a re  built 
o n  exp loitative m odels so  
bad  that w orkers there have 
com m itted suiciele and  the 
factories had lo  put up  nets 
to  stop others from jum ping  
to  th e ir  tka th .

C an  this be th e  answ er 
to  India's jo b s  cris is?  T he 
counterargum ent that this 
is o n ly  the b eg in n in g  o f  
a  sem ic o n d u cto r push  in 
India is f iir  but m isses the 
p o in t tlia. the dynam ics o f  
low -end assem bly a re  very

d ifferen t from  an econom y 
know n for design , m an u­
facture and  solutions up the 
value  chain.

Mewcovcr. th is is a  c en ­
tra l is e d  w ay  o f  g ro w in g  
jo b s  in concentra ted packs 
ra the r than a  thriv ing  dc- 
central ised econom y w here 
M SM E s in lakhs and large- 
scale  business in their thou­
sa n d s  a re  firing aw ay on 
m ultip le  fronts to create  an 
energy  tha t drives su sta in ­
ab le  g row th  and  brings a 
w id e sp re a d  jo b s  m a rk e t 
for all k inds o f  sk ills  and 
specialties.

T h e r e  i s  n e w  a t t e n ­
tio n  n e ed e d  o n  a g r ic u l­
tu re  w hich  has supported 
grow th  and  em ploys a  vast 
m ajority  o f  Indians. A fter 
the  farm law s failed, there 
has to  be  a  new  push for 
developm ent, productivity, 
m arketing, and  the creation 
o f  new  linkages be tw een  
a g ric u ltu re  and  industry . 
H ow  can  the  governm ent 
o ffe r new  so lu tions to  cx- 
c itc  farm ers w ithout bring­
ing back  a nx ie ties  tha t it 
c a n te d  w ith the  farm law's? 
T h is  is  one  b ig  q u e s tio n  
that the U nion Budget 2024 
m ust answer.

O n budget-eve, we lis­
ten to econom ists w ho try 
and  tie  in  the  num bers. But 
num bers a re  on ly  a  slave  to 
the  th ink ing  tha t de livers 
them . For grow th num bers, 
w e need som e c larity  on 
w hat is  requ ired , the first 
o f  w hich is a  sharp  focus 
o n  d e l iv e r in g  in c lu s iv e  
grow th. C oncom itant w ith 
th a t is g o o d  g o v e rn a n ce  
so  th a t n u m b e rs  d o  no t 
b c c o m c  th e  d u s t in  o u r  
ey es, p reven ting  u s form  
se e in g  the  rea lity  beh ind  
them . A n d  it m u st com e  
w ith a social cohesivcness 
tha t w ill a llow  these tender 
shoots to g row  into massive 
oak  trees.

T he m essage o f  reports 
lik e  th e  o n e  p u t o u t  by 
H indcnbu rg  R esearch  on 
th e  A dan i G ro u p  do  no t 
in sp ire  c on fidence  in  the 
g o v e rn a n ce  s tru c tu re s  o f  
India. T he question it will 
raise  for g lo b a l investors 
is about the  integrity  o f  the 
system , no t m erely  about 
one  large group. India has 
an  in terest in fix ing  this. 
W ithou t th a t, the  Ind ian  
system  w ill encourage o p ­
portun istic  p layers to  m ake 
m oney by betting on Indian 
positions but real long-term  
investors w ill shy away.

It is po ssib le  to  argue  
that th is is not an issue  for
the budget but everything
tha t has issues o f  g o v e r­
nance  a t the  c en tre  is  an 
issue  for the budget. Poor 
governance  will m ean poor 
policy, poor spending. Kid 
ou tcom es, w eak regulatory 
fram ew orks and Ind ia 's  d e ­
scen t into an  econom y w ith 
poo r levels o f  c onfidence  
and  investor trust. N o bud­
g e t.  h o w e v e r  g o o d , c an  
w ork  in  th is a tm osphere.

Further, g row th is about 
a  sharp focus on issues o f  
g row th . A s M ontck Singh 
A h luw alia  o nce  no ted  in 
the  con tex t o f  G D P g row th  
w ay  back in 2 0 12: G row th  
is not a  G od given r igh t... 
it w ill require effort.

T hat effort h as lo  b e  eco ­
nom ic but a lso  w ork  o n  le­
vers o f  social ju stice , com ­
m u n a l h a rm o n y , re sp e c t 
for elcmocratic institutions 
and  gcxxl governance struc­
tures. W hich on ly  te lls  us 
tha t num bers arc  im portant 
but m ore  im portant is the 
v is io n  w ith  w h ic h  these  
num bers a re  p rojected and 
sought to  be achieved.

(T he  w riter is a  jo u rn a l­
ist a n d  fa c u lty  m em ber at 
SP JtM R . Views a n -p erso n ­
a l)  (Syndicate: The  B illion  
P re ss)  (e -m a il:  e d i to r @  
thebiiiionpress.org)

“Most states in India have come out 
with a policy to promote investments. 
They mention among other things the 

kinds o f incentives with regard to land 
availability, supply o f  power, tax holiday 

etc. Meghalaya needs to do the same 
in a manner which fits into the ecosystem 

o f Meghalaya. ”

mailto:rvwaijri@gmail.com
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Meghalaya elections 2023: 
Why do we want change?

“Find  a  place inside where there's joy. 
an d  the jo y  w ill burn out the pain. ”

—  Jo sep h  C am pbell

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
Vol \o:l.\V  No. |?2 SIIIM.ONG. FRIDAY. FKRKI AKV.V 20U

Growth as priority
A please-all budget is the antithesis o f a progressive 
budget, while a growth-oriented budget cares for 
the interests o f the nation. When the nation grows, 
individuals benefit by way o f a trickle-down effect. 
The growth o f the nation and the individuals arc, 
therefore, supplementary and complementary to each 
other. The Narendra Modi government had, through 
its past nine years, sought lo balance between the in­
terests o f the nalion and the aspirations of the people. 
Hence, when the world is caught in a fresh bout of 
recessionary trends, India keeps its head up. The 
national economy is registering an impressive 6 per 
cent growth and the deficit is progressively brought 
down. While the base for Modem India was laid by 
successive governments since the 1990s, the Modi 
government cairicd this push forward. Ft. however, 
so happened that the rich have become richer and 
the poor benefited only marginally. The problem is 
also the popula.ion bulge, ai nearly 1.4 billion. The 
Union Budget far 2023-24 must be seen against this 
backdrop.

The budget introduced in Parliament on Wednes­
day by finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman has 
its major emphasis on infrastructure development, 
which would uplift the nation and indirectly reach 
its benefits in both immediate and long-term to the 
people. The priorities under the Saptarshi vision to 
turn India into the level o f an advanced nation by 
year 2047 the hundredth year o f Independence

has its focus on infra development, health care, 
education and women empowerment with major 
emphasis also on the farm sector growth. The budget 
also lays stress on skill development, encouragement 
to agriculture start-ups including rural start-ups. wid­
ening the reach o f  5G. tribal empowerment, major 
allocations for fisheries sector etc.

A 30 per cent hike has been effected in the al­
locations for infra development, which would also 
mean a big push to the MSME sector that has the 
potential to create jobs on a massive scale. Some 50 
new airports have been planned against the present 
137. The railway sector got Rs 2.40 lakh crore. the 
highest-cver allocation. A 15.000 crore rupees allo­
cation for tribal development is targeted also at the 
upcoming elections in the North-East just as a Rs 
5,300 crore offer made to poll-bound Karnataka for 
irrigation purposes. The allocations for MGNREGA 
job guarantee scheme for rural areas have been cut 
by one-fifth, which is being highlighted by the op­
position as a major “flaw" in the budget proposals. 
Such cuts have helped in earmarking funds for infra 
development and ensuring a 13 per cent hike in 
defence allocations. The income tax structure has 
been simplified and the resultant burden on a major 
segment o f  the population reduced. On the whole 
this seems like a good budget.

NPP: An 
ensemble of 
entertainers 

we don’t need 
at all

Editor.
A s c lcc tio n  day d raw s 

near more and more fun is 
being added by Jic politi­
c ian s  a g a in s t ou r d esire . 
Topping the entertainers is 
the N ational Pcojle’s  Party. 
It has some o f  the nost unfa­
vorable characters and more 
and more a rc  being added 
a s  th e  D -day approaches. 
It has among its candidates 
som eone  w ho be lieves in 
openly fooling the public by 
offering money a rd  offering 
cosm etics to make people in 
different constituencies look 
a ttrac tive  in exchange for 
votes. It also has a candidate 
w ho has already  declared  
that he and his family m em­
b ers  a rc  g ua ran teed  first 
row seats in Heaven. I don’t 
u n d e rs tan d  w hat e ls e  he  
w ants to  achieve by  being 
in politics except to plunder 
this adorable State o f  ours 
and reduce it to  abject pov­
erty and lawlessness before 
occupying their high seat in 
Heaven.

Then there is the candi­
date who has been chargcd
by CBt in the edueution scam
and is trying to  avoid censure 
by associating with anyone 
in pow er in  the State. Now

she is invoking the judicial 
sy stem  to ba il he r ou t o f  
that mess. Recently, another 
candidate joined the troupe 
and  igno ran tly  com pared  
the election o f  ML A to the 
election o f  Pastor o r Rang- 
bah Balang/Tymmen Basan. 
ignorantly. First thing first.
Pastwis die nut clvctcd, they
have to  qualify and undergo 
a rigorous course, pass it and 
then be ordained as a Pastor- 
i t s  a  long process. Secondly. 
I wish the election o f  MP 
M LAi'M DC a re  done like  
the election o f  Rangbah Ba- 
lang/Tymmcn Basan. In that 
election, the  total bonafidc 
members (Riewdkhot) have 
to be  a t least 50%  present 
and voting and one  must se ­
cure 2/3rd votes to be elected 
as Rangbah Balang/Tymmen 
Basan. M y humble appeal to 
all voters in different con­
stituencies is please rcjcet 
these vainglorious people. 
We don 't need people who 
a re  o n ly  c a te ring  to  the ir  
constituencies, families and 
their businesses and are least 
bothered about the overall 
developm ent o f  the en tire 
S tate  o f  M eghalaya. How 
m any o f  them  have e ver 
opened their mouths in A s­
sembly in the last 5 years? 
T he answ er is big fat zero.

Let’s  get rid o f  N PP oth­
erw ise M eghalaya is guar­
anteed to be the next Bihar 
o f  15-20 years ago  w here  
the politicians have sucked 
every flesh out o f  the State 
a nd  le ft it w ith  o n ly  the  
skeleton during Lalu Prasad

A s elections approach, it 
is normal for sitting MLAs 
and beneficiaries o f  largesse 
from the present government 
to desire its continuance. The 
former don 't w ant to give up( 
their perks; the latter don ’t 
w ant to lose business oppor­
tunities and have to contend 
with a new government and 
a new set o f  ministers. Some 
individuals and groups have 
had m ore than their share o f  
contract w ork. T he w ealth 
ranking o f  hangers on has 
risen substantially in the  last 
five years and they w ant that 
free run to  continue. These 
groups have a vested interest 
in w anting the NPP-U D P- 
BJP-PDF com bine to return. 
For now  these three parties 
p a rticu la rly  the  U D P a re  
trying to throw mud in our 
eyes by attacking their senior 
partner in the MDA G overn­
ment. the NPP. The UDP has 
not spoken a  word against 
the BJP. knowing fully well 
that JUJ4 will see the return 
o f  Modi and  the BJP and the 
continued  subserv ience  o f  
Meghalaya to  whoever rules 
Delhi. So for now  the UDP 
secs the BJP as a potential 
partner and would not mind 
sharing pow er w ith the NPP 
yet again should that Party 
get over 15 seats.

Political parties therefore 
a rc  sh rew d  m an ipula tors. 
All the pious mumbo-jumbo 
about serving the people is so 
much o f  trash! All they want 
is power. Pow er to continue 
the ir w ealth  creation pro j­
ects: pow er to build bigger 
m ansions; pow er to  send  
their kids to  the US'UK and 
all the best destinations to 
study . W ithout pow er a ll 
those aspirations might turn 
to futile  wishes except for 
som e in the NPP w ho have 
rea lly  been on a p roperty 
buying spree in Shillongcily 
and can  well cap ita lize  on 
those properties, i f  th is same 
group returns we can imag­
ine  ju s t how  m uch low er 
M e ghalaya  w ill s in k . At 
present 32 .7%  o f  our people 
live below  the poverty line. 
W hen M eghalaya w as bom 
w e w ere  be tter  off. T here 
were not so many landless, 
poverty-stricken folk. It has 
taken 50 years o f  self-serving 
politics to  bring us w here we 
are today.

M anifestos: W hy 
th e  delay?

A political party is expect­
ed to have som e cherished 
p rincip les and  som e goal­
posts for the voters. W hat 
a re  th e  g o a lp o s ts  fo r the  
UDP? The NPP? We know 
the intentions o f  the TM C 
from its 64 page manifesto. 
T he T M C  has p ro m ise d  
freebies but has not indicated 
w hen: the resources to meet 
the expenditures w ill come

Yadav’s regime. Most o f  the 
NPP leaders are so  soaked in 
money and intoxicated with 
pow er that they are ready to 
sacrifice the State for selfish 
gains. Voters, let’s  be smart 
and throw them out!!

Yours etc.. 
Prof. Lakhon Kma.

Shilluin; -4

Elections & a 
level playing 

ground
F.ditor,
Dem ocracy is the soul o f  

the Constitution but dem oc­
racy is comprom ised if  the 
election o f  legislators to the 
temple o f  democracy is not 
on a level p laying ground. 
Y our e d i to r i a l  c o lu m n  
(ST/31 Jan) is right. "T he 
ML A schem es h av e  been 
largely abused and the bulk 
o f  it is used at the fag end 
o f  the M LA's tenure when 
he/she seeks re-election.” 
I read som ew here that PM 
Modi had plans toabolish the 
M P scheme because o f  such 
abuse. It’s time that w e take 
a relook a t the M L A scheme. 
I f  I ’m  not mistaken the MLA 
sc h em e  in  th e  s ta te  w as  
first introduced by late BB 
Lyngdoh. Lest we forget, all 
along we had only G overn­
ment program m es schemes
im plem ented  by ditTeieiil 
departm ents O riginally  the 
M LA scheme is  envisaged 
to be a people’s  programme

By Patricia Mnkliim
from. O f  course women need 
social and economic safety 
nets but they arc willing to 
work for it so let the TM C 
not turn ou r people into beg­
gars looking for a free ride. 
It’s not a goodidea at all! On 
the contrary the TM C should 
g et an  econom ist w ith  no 
strings attached to study the 
economy o f  Meghalaya and 
propose som econcrete solu­
tions. No political party can 
do patchw ork Things have 
to b e  v e ry  ck*ar. We need 
to know where the problem 
lies and find the m eans and 
the m ethods to address those 
pain points. Questions such 
as ( I ) Why is Vlcghalaya re­
source rich but money poor, 
need straight answ ers. (2) 
How has M cgialaya used its 
land, forest, minerals, water 
and agricultu 'al resources? 
(3) W ho bcncfittcd from all
these  resources? (4) W ho
owns the bulk o f  the land in 
M eghalaya today? D o we 
have transparent records? If  
som eone has bought prop­
e rty  at the speed o f  sound 
d on ’t we have the right to 
know how that person came 
into so much money"/ What 
business is tkc person do ­
ing? W hat are the person’s 
known sources o f  income? A

tions w e w ill again hear them 
asserting  that they are  the 
custodians o f  tribal rights. 
W hy d o n ’t th e se  g ro u p s  
speak up at the stark inequal­
ities in this sam e society. Do 
these  g roups b e liev e  that 
w e c an ’t see through their 
shenanigans? Are they not 
a s avaricious as politicians? 
A ren’t the ir am bitions also 
about am assing pow er and 
influence? Otherwise by now 
these  groups should  have 
organ ized  public m eetings 
where silting M LA s would 
be held accountable and the 
new ones being asked what 
they will do differently.

A lso w hy the  delay  in 
circulating the manifestos? 
Arc political parties going to 
pick issues from the ground 
and then craft out a manifesto 
that reflects people’s aspira­
tions?

Dock money
w in e lections?

Let’s not be naVvc and d is­
count the role played by the 
big moneybags in elections. 
These moneybags study the 
electoral p rospects o f  each 
candidate and bet on the most 
probable w inning horse. Its 
usually one w ho has been in 
power; one they have done 
deals with; one whose moods

Why J o n ‘t these groups speak up at 
the stark inequalities in this sam e society. 

D o these groups believe that w e can "t 
see illm ugh their shenanigans? A tv  they not 

as avaricious as politicians? Aren t their  
ambitions also about am assing pow er  

a nd  influence?

society that keeps the  above 
information a closely guided 
se c re t is  ac tu a lly  n u rtu r­
ing the proverbial “T hlcn" 
for why should only a  few 
becom e rich at the cost o f  
the many?

A  triba l soc ie ty  is  no t
supposed  to  nu rtu re  such
disparate inequalities as we 
see  today. Yet any govern­
ment w e elect is unwilling 
to do a cadastral survey even 
today. I am  waiting to see 
w hich political party  w ill be 
bold enough to com m it to  a 
cadastral survey. I know the 
BJP. UDP. NPP. C ongress 
will not. for obvious reasons. 
Too m any o f the ir leaders 
own loo much property. The 
TM C docs not have cadastral 
su rvey  in  its agenda. The 
other day I heard the VPP 
President speaking and  he 
m entioned cajastral survey 
o r som ething o  that effect.

C om e elections and  the

to c re a te  com m u n ity  a s ­
se ts and capacity  building 
in the constituencies. The 
MLA is only the channel to 
make the funds available to 
the com m un ly. Its m isuse 
and abuse have blinded the 
people to thiak that it is the 
MLA's money. No. it is the 
p e o p le 's  ■luiiicy gd tlicied  
from their taxes. It would be 
worthwhile to place this fund 
a t the disposal o f  the village 
durbars which in their col­
lective wisdom according to 
their needs use it for creating 
community assets and capac­
ity building. O f course there 
should be rufcs. regulations 
and social audits to prevent 
its misuse.

In the state wc have 5780 
villages(C cntus l991).O nc 
constituency will have ap ­
proximately c.'7 villages. The 
M LA schem e at present is 
Rs.2.50 crores per annum . 
In five years the fund avail­
able will be Rs. 12.50 crores 
roughly Rs. I;  lakhs each vil­
lage. Imagine what a trans­
formation each village in the 
constituency will experience 
i f  the funds are judiciously 
used in the villages by turn. 
In o rder to ensure a  level 
play ing  field in e lec tions, 
the MLA sclem c like other 
sanctioned schem es o f  the 
G overnm ent should  lapse 
if  they a rc  not implemented 
within a finarcial year.

W hile  ta lk ing  a b o u t a 
level playing field , in  life 
rare ly  d o  w c g e t a level 
playing field except in the 
salvation plan o f  G od where

and responses they can pre­
dict and whose weaknesses 
they have a handle on. Hvery 
such ‘w innablc’ candidate  
has some businessman work­
in g  b e h in d  th e  sc en e s  to  
ensure he 'she gets clcctcd. 
M oneybags will no t bet on a 
new face; a faee that desires
to change the system because 
business people d o n 't w ant 
a system change. They love 
predictability and they prefer 
to do business with those that 
are not capricious. Believe 
me. in M eghalaya business 
has a lw ay s  d ic ta te d  w ho 
wins and w ho loses.

F ragm en ted  society: 
F ragm en ted  votes:

M eghalaya society is  not 
hom ogenous by any  y a rd ­
stick. T here is the affluent 
class that breathes a differ­
ent air and we can sec this 
from the opulent destination 
w eddings tha t a re  aired on 
so c ia l m ed ia . Hvcn H o l­
lyw ood w eddings a rc  not 
a s osten ta tious. In fact, in

the west guest list includes 
ju s t a cou p le  o f  hundred. 
H ere w c  have thousands o f  
guests. Som ew here beyond 
the hills where the w eddings 
a rc  he ld a re  little  ham lets 
w here people arc still unsure 
o f  tw o square  m eals. But 
w hat w e d o n 't  sec  doesn ’t 
hurt us. So people think it’s 
better to remain distant and 
unconcerned about the pov­
erty that is slowly engulfing 
over 50%  o f  our people and 
for which no one is taking 
responsibility. Fspccially not 
d ie political parties.

W edon’t vo ieasa  society. 
Wc vote to suit ou r personal 
agenda. We also don 't vote 
for political parties; w c vote 
for the  individual wc believe 
is best able to  feel our pain 
( this in case  o f  the poor, ne- 
glcctcd voters w hose voices 
are stifled). T he affluent will 
vote for die person w ho they 
believe will continue to feed 
from their hand and who they 
can capitalize from.

Incidentally, even govern­
ment em ployees (and there 
a rc  qu ite  a few) who have 
bcncfiued from the benevo­
lence o f  this government by 
w ay o f  giving them a  free run 
o f  the land and not subjecting 
them to strict accountability. 
T hey  inc lude  in  the  m ain 
the Block D evelopment O f­
ficers (BDOs) w hose wealth 
ranking has risen up in the 
last five years. And because 
triba l o ffice rs  d o n 't  co m ­
pulsorily have to  submit the 
list o f  their assets/properties 
on jo in in g  office  and how 
m uch they and their spouses 
ow n today, M eghalaya has 
become the uneven playing 
field o f  the opportunists. To 
be  a jou rnalist is  to suffer 
from  inform ation overload 
about which one can do so 
little. Alas! All we can do is 
w rite and hope that one day 
justice  prevails.

T he M e g h a la y a  H igh 
C ourt has po in ted  ou t so  
b la tan tly  how  governm ent 
officials have been complicit 
in the  illega l m in ing  and  
transporta tion  o f  coal and 
in  fac ilita tin g  th e  se ttin g  
up o f  coke factories. Yet no 
one can take action against 
these government employees 
w ho have am assed  wealth 
beyond their known sources 
o f  incom e. W ill the next 
gov ernment have the muscle 
and the will to  deal with such 
rapacious types? L et’s  see 
w ho form s the G overnment 
on March 3. W ill money be 
the W aterloo o f  Meghalaya 
y e t a gain?  T im e  w ill tell 
w hether the poverty stricken 
w ill vote for change. If  they 
vote back a government that 
deprives them o f  their rights, 
then they w ill have to  them ­
selves to blame.

whoever believes in the Son 
o f  G od is saved irrespective 
o f  w hether the person is rich 
or poor, literate o r illiterate, 
m aster o r slave, healthy or 
sickly. Amen.

Yours etc., 
Torist Mark.

Via email

Real change is 
just a distant 

dream
F.ditor,
Flections are ju st round 

the c o rn e r  a nd  the  w hole  
state is in  election mode but 
die million-dollar question is 
whether real changc is round 
the com er’?

In the last election, ex ­
citem ent w as in the a ir since 
the clcctoratc felt that things 
were going to  change for the 
better but sadly in the last 
five years, the high hope and 
expectations have vanished 
into thin air.ln the last decade 
o r so. our state has been in a 
downward spiral marked by 
soaring youth unemployment 
and a stagnant economy. The 
education system  has now 
become redundant and A gri­
culture is still the main sector 
o f  our economy. There's no 
sign o f  ou r econom y tran ­
sitioning from a rural based 
agricultural econom y into a 
modem economy.

In o th e r  s ta te s  o f  the  
country especially the south­
ern  s ta te s , m anu factu ring

has slowly but surely started 
becoming the pillar o f  their 
economies equally supported 
by a booming service sector 
but in m ost N orth eastern 
s ta te s  in c lu d in g  M e g h a ­
laya. Agriculture is still the 
dominant sector marked by 
su b sis ten ce  farm ing , low
pioduitivity, small Lmd hold-
ings. disguised and seasonal 
unem ploym ent. A dding to 
our woes is the outdated edu­
cation system that the British 
left us.Sincc education is  in 
the concurrent list.thc onus 
o f  transform ing the educa­
tion sector falls equally on 
the  shou lde rs  o f  the  sta te  
govcrnm ent.O ur education 
system  has been churn ing  
ou t thousands o f  graduates 
every year with low levels o f  
empIoyability.Unlcss there is 
a transformation o f  the edu­
cation scctor.Mcghalaya and 
o the r N orth E astern  states 
arc staring at a  bleak future. 
T he current education sys­
tem must be dism antled and 
focus must immediately shift 
to  the vocational and techni­
cal sector. I f  leaders with a 
vision are not forthcom ing 
in the next election.then the 
future o f  our state is really 
bleak.

Yours etc..
G ary Marhaniang, 

Via email 

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te r s  
appearing on this page are 
the view s o f  the writer*/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

P o o r a llo ca tio n  to  h ea lth  in th e  budget 
to  h av e  se rio u s  im p lica tio n s

No effort by Modi govt to 
implement universal 

healthcare scheme
By Dr A run Mitra

M u c h  w a s  e x p e c te d  
from the budget presented 
b y  the  F inance  M in ister  
Sm t. N irm ala S itharam an 
o n  February 1 2023. A s this 
w as th e  b s t budget o f  the 
p resent governm ent before 
the upcom ing e lec tions to 
the  parliam ent nex t year, 
people had high hopes o f  
r e l i e f  in  v a rio u s  se c to rs  
includ ing  health . T hum p­
ing the  chest by  the  BJP 
m em bers and  its a llie s  in 
N D A  apart the  a lloca tion  
to  health  in the budget has 
com pletely belied  people’s 
aspirations. T his is  appar­
e n tly  because  health  and  
education are  not taken as 
a sse ts  by the governm ents 
in  pow er in  ou r country.

It is  in th is  c o n tex t to 
u tte r  d ism ay that there is 
a  decrease in allocation  to 
h ealth  scctor in  the  bud ­
g e t presented by the  FM . 
In th e  b u dge t p re se n te d  
last y ear out o f  39.45 lakh 
c ro res rupees o f  total bud­
get tl>e health w as allocated 
R s.86606/- c ro res  tha t is 
2 .19  %  o f the budget. But 
th is  y e ar health  has  been 
a llocated Rs.88956'- crores 
out o f  the total budget o f  45 
lakh  crores rupees w hich 
m eans 1 .)7  %  o f  die bud­
ge t. T h e r; is a  decrease  o f  
0 .22%  despite high infla­
tion during this period.

Budgetary allocation  to 
the  N ational H ealth  M is-

in g  h e a lth  o u tc o m e s  o f  
m arg in alized  g ro u p s  due  
to  the absence  o f  U niversal 
H ealth  C o verage  (U H C ). 
T he report show s the g e n ­
e ra l  c a te g o ry  p e rfo rm s  
be tter  than SC s and STs; 
H indus perform  better than 
M uslim s; the rich perform 
be tter  than the poor; m en 
a re  better o f f  than w om en; 
and  the  u rban  popula tion  
is b e tte r  o f f  th a n  the  ru ­
ral popula tion  on various 
health  indicators.

T h e  b u d g e t n o w h e re  
indicates increase in a llo ca ­
tion for the em olum ents o f  
the  doctors and  param edi­
ca l s ta ff. S e rv ices o f  the  
front line  health  w orkers. 
A S H A . A anganw ad i e tc . 
have  no t been g iven  due  
recognition. T hey  have not 
been given  the sta tus o f  a 
w orker in  th is budget.

T he allocation to  Poshan 
A bhiyan w as reduced last 
y e a r  fro m  R s.3700  c rore  
to  R s .2700  crore. T his is 
a ffec tin g  nu trition  o f  the 
m arginalized sections. The 
a llocation  for M G N R FG A  
is  cut from  Rs 89 ,400 crore 
to  R s.60 .000  c ro res. Fur­
th e r. ru ra l d e v e lo p m e n t 
a llocation has been reduced 
from  R s 2,43.317 crore  in 
the  revised estim ate  to  Rs 
2 .38,204 c rore  o f  the total 
b udge t exp en d itu re , it is 
getting  5%  and that show s 
the  low  priority  o f  the  gov-

s io n  (N H M ) h a s  s e e n  a 
m e ag re  ').21 %  rise . T h e  
Budget for N ational A ID S 
( A c q u ire d  Im m u n o d e fi­
c iency Syndrome) and STD 
(Sexually T ransm itted D is­
eases) Control Program m e 
h a s  se en  a n  in c re m e n t  
o f  11.61 p e r  c e n t Rs. 
2 ,622 .75  c rore  (B F )  from 
Rs. 2349.73 c ro re  w hich 
w as  th e  rev ised  e stim a te  
for 2021-22. H ow ever, i f  
w c com pare it to  the actual 
m oney spent in 2020-21 on 
N ational A ID S (A cquired 
Im m u n o d e fic ie n cy  S y n ­
d ro m e)  and ST D  (S e x u ­
a lly  T ransm itted D iseases) 
C ontro l program m e there 
h a s  b e e r  a  d ro p  o f  6 .8 4  
p e rc en t.

The w io le  cxcrcisc  is  to 
p rom ote  the d igital agenda 
i nstcad o  f the in Irastructurc 
and  em ploym ent o fdocto rs  
a n d  pa ram ed ica l s ta f f  in  
the rural health cen tres . It 
is  beyond com prehension  
how  w ithout actual g round 
level infrastructural dev el­
o p m e n t d ig ita liz a tio n  is 
g o ing  to  help.

T he W HO  has po in ted  
o u t tim e and again  tha t to 
m eet the health  needs it is 
im portant tha t the  public  
health  spending should be 
5%  o f  the GDP. But unfor­
tunately  ihc public health 
expenditure in ou r c ountry 
h as been m uch  low er for 
several years. A ccording to  
OxfanVs "C om m itm ent to 
reducing inequality  report 
2 0 2 0 ”  Ird ia  ranks 154tli 
in  h e a lth  s p e n d in g , 5 th  
from  the bo tto m . It w as 
therefore  expected  that the 
governm ent w ould be seri­
ous in budgetary allocation 
tow ards health. But it w as 
no t to  be.

‘O x fa n  Ind ia 's  Inequal­
ity  Report 2021 : In d ia ’s 
U nequa l H ea lthcare  S to ­
ry* further poin ts ou t that 
g ro w in g  so c io -ec o n o m ic  
in e q u a li tie s  in  Ind ia  a re  
d isp ropo -tiona tcly  affect-

em inent for the rural scctor. 
Poor allocation  to  the niral 
s c c to r  a n d  M G N R E G A  
will reduce the purchasing 
capacity  o f  the people thus 
a ffe c tin g  th e ir  n u tr itio n . 
W ith  u n d e r  n u tr i t io n  it 
w ould  be naive to  expect 
b e t te r  h e a l th  in d ic a to rs  
am ong  the people.

T here  is  talk o f  increas­
ing  nu rsing  co lleges. B ut 
un less this is  accom panied 
w ith  jo b  em p loym en t for 
them  they  w ill b e  left to 
w ork  in the private sector at 
very low  w ages o r  m igrate 
to  o the r countries fo r better 
opportunities.

T he C om m unity  H ealth  
C en tres (CIIC 's) w hich are 
th e  firs t r e fe rra l c e n tre s  
and  arc  supposed to have 
a  surgeon, an obslctrician- 
gynaecolog ist, a  paed ia tri­
c ia n , a  p h ysic ian  a nd  an 
a n ae s th e tis t. B ut the re  is 
ove r 80  %  shortfall in sur­
ge o n s and  paed ia tricians, 
and  an  o ve r 70  %  shortfall 
in physic ians and  obstetri- 
c ian-gynaccologists. T here 
is no  plan o r  d irection to fill 
these vacancies desp ite  the 
fact that the num ber o fd o c ­
tors com ing  ou t every  y ear 
has increased but because 
o f  lack  o f  in frastruc tu ra l 
fac ilities in  the rural areas 
m ost o f  them  opt for the 
private  sccto r o r  m igrate to  
o the r countries.

T h ere  is e m p h as is  on  
P u b lic  P r iv a te  P a r tn e r ­
sh ip  (P P P )  m o d e  in the  
health sector through w hich 
m oney  w ill be  shelved to 
the  private players.

T h e  w hole  exerc ise  o f  
budgetary' allocation  is not 
g o in g  to  im prove  h ealth  
services in the  country  and 
show s no sign  o f  universal 
health  care. T here is a  need 
to  increase  the  budgetary' 
a llo ca tio n  to  10% o f  the 
revenue budget i f  the health 
se rv ices  have to  be m ade 
inclusive for a ll sections o f  
the  society. (IPA Service)
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" I f  yo u  do not change direction, you  
m ay en d  up where y o u  are heading. ”

—  Lao Tzu
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Cancer still the killer disease
IT is unfortunate that the country is so depen­
dent on revenue from the tobacco industry that 
cigarettes and bidi cannot be banned. Smoking 
is linked to many types o f  cancer, including 
cancer o f  the lung, mouth, throat, voice box, 
pancreas, bladder, cervix and kidney. Even pas­
sive sm oking which children and other smokers 
are subjected to when one members o f  the family 
sm okes inside the house around other family 
m em bers, especially children. This increases 
the risk o f  lung cancer. But it's not only smoking 
that’s harmful. Chewing tobacco has been linked 
to cancer o f  the mouth, throat and pancreas. 
But in Meghalaya tobacco is still a hot selling 
product. Perhaps the cam paign against tobacco 
has not gained the m omentum it deserves. But 
there are enough studies to prove that staying 
aw ay from tobacco or deciding to stop using it 
is an important way to help prevent cancer.

In M eghalaya the use o f  betel nut is also 
linked to stomach and ocsophegal cancers but 
the State finds itself in a bind and cannot prohibit 
the chewing o f  betel but because this happens to 
be a source o f  livelihood for so many grow ers 
in Meghalaya. It’s a catch 22 situation. Its also 
true that a healthy lifestyle which com es with 
weight control, regular exercise and above all 
eating a healthy diet. Women are susceptible 
to cervical cancer, breast cancer and uterine 
cancer. Doctors alw ays advise that women get 
regular check up in these vulnerable locations 
but as generally happens women alw ays put off 
going for check-ups until it’s too late. Perhaps 
the awareness campaign for women to get them ­
selves examined regularly to avoid preventable 
diseases like cancer needs to gain momentum.

The Harvard Health Publishing lays down 
a few ground rules to prevent cancer. They 
include avoiding exposure to industrial and 
environm enta toxins such as asbestos, fibres, 
benzene, aromatic am ines, and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs). T here are infec tions that 
contribute to cancer such as hepatitis viruses. 
HIV and the and the hum an papillom avirus. 
M any are transmitted sexually o r through con­
tam inated needles. That is why there arc free 
needle exchange program m es for drug addicts 
in most states barring M eghalaya. Doctors also 
suggest that quality sleep is a priority even if 
the evidence I nking poor sleep to cancer is not 
strong. But they say poor and insufficient sleep 
is associated with weight gain which is a  can­
cer risk factor. There are also suggestions from 
experts that getting enough Vitamin D which is 
near impossible to attain without a  supplement, 
can keep cancers o f  the colon and prostate at 
bay. These arc suggestions but doctors rue the 
fact that w hilccancer is preventable not enough 
is being done on the preventive aspects even as 
families spend considerable sum s o f  money on 
the curative aspect, very often outside the state. 
People should know  that N E IG R IH M S has 
som e o f  the best treatment facilities for cancer 
patients today

World Cancer Day. February 4. 2022

Fifty years of statehood: Why 
does Meghalaya top the list?

A s M eghalaya cclcbratcs 
fifty years o f  statehood, we 
have been trea ted  to  se v ­
era l a rtic le s  e x to lling  the 
achievements o f  the state in 
the past five decades. Look­
ing back into ou r past is nec­
essary to ensure that w e do 
not repeat our mistakes and 
also encourage us to  build 
up on our succcsscs. W hile 
a lot lias been w ritten about 
achievem ents in education, 
law and order, connectivity; 
being a doctor. I pondered 
over the state o f  healthcare 
in Meghalaya. As a surgical

By Dr Caleb Harris
stalled, one in NEIGRIHMS 
and the other in Civil Hos­
pital. Shillong, both being 
techno log ica lly  advanced  
machines. We also have the 
necessary technical expertise 
to opera te  these machines. 
Once the 252-bcd Regional 
Cancer C cntr: at N EIG RI­
HMS is functional, w c would 
have a comprehensive cancer 
treatment facility and would 
sure augment ihc cancer carc 
being p rovide!

mat ion with people, they o f­
ten quip that probably there 
is some 'genetic problem" in 
Northeast India, due to which 
people get more cancer than 
the rest o f  India. W hile that 
needs more research (which 
is be ing  carried  ou t) , one  
cannot ignore the fact that wc 
know the reason for high can­
cer rates in Northeast India. 
This report also g ives data 
pertaining to cancers which 
are known to be caused by 
to b a cc o -M cg h a lay a  to p s

Survcy(G Y T S 2019). This 
is  ano ther form o f  a bomb 
w hich these youngsters are 
handling, and  i f  we do not 
intervene now. there would 
be long tenn  ramifications, 
not only on the health o f  the 
individuals, but also on other 
aspects o f  the  society.

W hile  India  has  e x ce l­
lent laws to curb the use o f  
tobacco, unfortunately, the 
im p lem e n ta tio n  is  ra th e r  
poor. T he C ig a re tte s  and 
O th e r  T obacco  P ro d u c ts  
(P rohib ition  o f  A dvertise­
ment and Regulation ofTradc

T h e  N a tio n a l C a n c er  R eg istry  P rogram  R ep o rt re lea sed  in 2020
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oncologist (cancer surgeon), 
I would confine to  my area o f  
expertise, cancer carc.

W hen a society invests in 
good roads, the results may 
be visible immediately, but 
investm ents in health  and 
education would show major 
re tu rn s o n ly  a fte r  several 
years. So ou r current state 
is the result o f  efforts put in 
several years earlier.

W orld C ancer Day. ob ­
served on February 4th an­
nually . is  an in it ia t iv e  o f  
the Union for International 
C a n ce r  C o n tro l (U IC C ). 
T he them e for this year is 
'C losing  the gap  in cancer 
care '. The U ICC says that. 
"Half the  w orld 's population 
lacks access to  the full range 
o f  essential health services. 
W hen it com es to  cancer, 
many are denied basic care, 
despite the fact that wc live 
in a tim e o f  aw e-inspiring 
a d v a n c e m e n ts  in  c a n c e r  
p reven tion , d iagnosis  and 
treatment. People w ho seek 
cancer care  hit b a rrie rs  at 
every turn. Income, educa­
tion. geographical location 
and  d isc r im in a tio n  based 
on ethnicity , race, gender, 
sexual orientation, age. d is­
ability and lifestyle a re  just 
a few o f  the factors that c m  
negatively affect care’.

Several patients rue the 
fac t th a t th e  c a n c e r  c are  
facilities in M eghalaya are 
inadequate. We have only 
one  rad io therapy  m achine 
and  m any patients end  up 
traveling ou tside  the state. 
But we would soon sec two 
m ore m ach ines be ing  in-

But is increasing cancer 
treatment faciities the  only 
answer to cancer? For long 
w e have focused a lot on 
treating the ’eftcct' without 
adequate focus on trea ting 
the 'c a u s e . ' The N ational 
H ea lth  Policy  h a s  seen  a 
shift in focus towards health 
promotion, which is the need 
o f  the hour.

T h e  N a tio n a l C a n c e r  
R eg istry  P rogram  R epo rt 
released in 2020 is an impor­
tant document which enables 
us to  understand the burden 
o f  canccr in India. The data 
pertaining to all patients d i­
agnosed with cancer in India 
arc  recorded  into ‘Cancer 
Registries' and this is analy­
sed at regular in tervals to 
provide us widi valuable in­
formation which helps shape 
health policy. One o f  the im­
portant information provided 
in this report i? the number o f  
persons aftectcd by cancer in 
cach district state. Fast Khasi 
Hills is second on this list 
with 228 males per one lakh 
popu la tion  being a ffec ted  
with cancer. Ii is sad to note 
tha t on ly  the s ta te s  from  
Northeast Indu have crossed 
the 200 mark in this list, with 
the other states in the country 
well below  the 150 mark. All 
these are Age Adjusted Rates 
(A A R ), m e a lin g  tha t the 
differences in demographics 
are  accounted for. To give 
another perspective, one in 
four men below the age o f  74 
in Host Khasi H ills is lik d y  
to  develop caiccr.

W hen I share this infor-

the list! It is  sad to note that 
70.4%  o f  cancers in m en and 
46.5%  o f  cancers in women 
o f  East Khasi Hills District 
are preventable. T hese  arc 
all tobacco-related cancers 
and  by shunning  tobacco, 
we would be left with few ­
e r cancers to  trea t. A s per 
the  G lobal A dult T obacco 
S n rv«y (G A T S  ? 0 I 6 - I 7 ) .  
47%  o f  people in Meghalaya 
use tobacco, a s com pared  
to  the  national average o f  
28.4%.

Tobacco, in any form, is 
the  m ost im portan t cause  
o f  canccr. The use o f  kwai 
(bete l nu t) can a lso  inde ­
pendently (without the use 
o f  tobacco) cause  cancers. 
M eghalaya has am ong the 
highest rates o f  esophageal 
(food  p ipe ) canccr in the 
w orld. T obacco, betel nut 
and alcohol a re  group I car­
cinogens, yet are abused by 
a majority o f  the population, 
including minors.

T he U IC C  a d d s . ‘T he 
m ost disadvantaged groups 
are also more likely to have 
in c re ased  e x p o su re s to  a 
host o f  o the r risk factors, 
like tobacco, unhealthy diet 
o r environm ental hazards’. 
We w ere a ll shocked to hear 
that a 17 year old is the prime 
accused in  the recent bomb­
ing to disturb the peace o f  
Shillong and it is good that 
the society is awakened by 
such signs o f  depravity . I 
w ish the same society wakes 
up to the fact that 34%  o f  our 
youngsters (13-13 year old) 
consume tobacco according 
to  the Global Youth Tobacco

and Com merce, Production. 
Supp lv  an d  D istrib u tio n ) 
Act. 2003 o r COTPA. 2003 
provides the legal basis for 
curbing the use o f  tobacco. 
As per this Act. there should 
not be any smoking activity 
or sale o f  tobacco within 100 
ya rd so fa ll educational insti­
tutions. The H ealth and Edu­
cation M inistries o f  M egha­
laya have implemented the
‘Tobacco Free Educational 
Institution'(ToFEI) program 
to curb use  o f  Tobacco by 
sch oo l s tu d e n ts . But th is 
needs the cooperation from 
the parents and other m em ­
bers o f  the society. The civil 
society and religious organi­
sations can a lso do their part 
in curbing tobacco, a s  this 
w ould  transform  the sta te  
o ve r the  next dccade. The 
s o c ie ty  sh o u ld  sh a re  the  
burden o f  changing thisdubi- 
ous distinction o f  Meghalaya 
topping the list for tobacco- 
related cancers in India.

Meghalaya has com e up 
w ith a State Health Policy, 
w hich a sp ires  to  im prove 
the  life  e xpec tancy  in the 
sta te  from  the current 62.3 
years(national average 68.8) 
to  70 years by the year 2025. 
T his will never be possible 
by  im p ro v in g  h e a lth c a re  
fac ilit ie s  in  the  s ta te , but 
can sure be done by curbing 
tobacco , w hich  is a  much 
cheaper intervention.

(Dr. Caleb Harris M.Ch. 
(Surgical Oncology) is  A s ­
sociate  Professor. Surgical 
O n co logy. N E IG R IH M S. 
M ew s exp re ssed  are p e r ­
sonal. E m ail: surgoncofa  
outiook.com

Why
pavements

now?
Editor.
W hile  it is  nice to  see  

tha t pavem en ts  along  the 
Laitumkhrah main road are 
being given a facelift, it is 
very irksome to sec that none 
o f  these  pavem ents in the 
city have w heelchair acces­
sibility. Even though most o f  
our schools, colleges and o f­
fices have made provisions, 
som eth ing  as sim ple a s  a 
footpath is not accessible to 
thedift'erentlyablcd. W estill 
sec people on w kcclchairs 
having to  ply on the road, 
constantly having to  dodge 
speeding vehicles! Even the 
visually-impaired struggle to 
w alk along these footpaths 
and walkways in our city. It 
is truly a sad sigkt. Maybe 
this is w hat luippcns w hen 
people w ho don 't have the 
slightest civic sense nor any 
e ducational qualifica tions

get voted to  power'.’ E lec­
tions are round the comer, let 
u s make the right choice.

Yours ctc.. 
Corrine War 
Shillong - 3

Why this 
penchant 

to cut down 
trees?

Editor.
1 w ould like to draw  your 

kind attention to the ongo­
ing m ass felling o f  trees and 
construction work happening 
a t Umroi Road. U miani. all 
o f  it within 1.5 km distance 
from the dam  for setting up 
o f  a gas bottling unit. This 
unit is coming up right op ­
posite the residential college 
o f  Pos t G raduate  S tud ies  
in  A gricultural C ollege. A 
bottling plant opposite to a 
residen tia l educational in ­
stitution should have raised

so  many red flags regarding 
the  safe ty  o f  the studen ts 
w ho live here and also o f  the 
nearby villages1’ government 
institutions. W here arc the 
N G O s/activ is ts/po litic ians 
w hen you  need them ? An 
ecosystem  is systematically 
being eroded with so much 
o f  th e  b io d iv e rs ity  gone 
all in the  name o f  progress 
a nd  d e v e lo p m e n t. T oday  
it’s Joshim ath, tom orrow  it 
m ight a s  w ell be  us. How 
a rc  wc going to  justify  our 
greed to the future genera­
tion? A re w e not answerable 
to  them? Most o f  us w ho arc 
w itness to  th is destruction 
o f  tree s  have  to  co n ten d  
w ith the sense o f  impending 
doom  and helplessness and 
cannot do much. However. 
I write this in the hope that 
som eone equipped with the 
necessary know -how  will be 
kind enough to  look into the 
m atter i f  possible

Yours ctc., 
A concerned citizen 

(Nannie w ithheld on 
request)

President to 
the rescue of 

poor prisoners
Editor.
P re s id e n t M urm u  had  

e x p re s se d  c o nce rns o v e r  
poor prisoner; w ho a rc  lan­
guishing in tkc ja ils due to 
non deposit o f fine imposed 
by the courts. Financial sup­
port w ill be given to  poor 
persons languishing in jails, 
w ho arc unab c  to afford the 
p enalty  and  b a il am ount. 
Finance  M inister N irm ala 
S itharantan said. President 
Droupadi Murmu had in No­
vem ber last year suggested 
decongestingjails by helping 
the poor languishing there 
for years for petty crim e.

"It is said  tha t ja ils  are 
g e ttin g  ove rc row ded  and  
th e re  is a need to  se t up 
m ore ja ils. What is the need 
for more jails? We need to 
reduce  the ir  num ber," the

President had said on C on­
stitu tion  Day. M urm u had 
said there w as a need to do 
som ething for poor people 
languishing in jail.

"You need lo  do som e­
thing for these people. Who 
arc these people in jail?  They 
do not know their fundamen­
tal rights, the Preamble or 
fundamental duties," Murmu 
had said. " If  people land­
ing  up  in  prison  for petty 
crim e arc a burden on the 
g o v e rn m e n t. I le av e  th is  
to  you  (referring to judges 
and the Law M inister)," the 
President had said, stressing: 
"Our jo b  is to think about the 
poor undertrials languishing 
in jails."

T h is  e x a m p le  s h o w s  
how a president o f  country 
is  having the concerns for 
the poorest o f  poor to poor 
pe rso n . K eep ing  in  v iew  
the  sensitive attitude o f  the 
President o f  country I being 
a  disability activist had sent 
the representation on behalf

o f  all disabled w ho had been 
denied their legitim ate right 
o f  full pension as well full 
family pension. As per media 
reports the husband o f  presi­
dent w as in  Bank o f  India 
so  after taking the charge I 
had sent tw o reminders but 
got no response. So through 
th is le tte r I request her to 
take into consideration the 
rep resen ta tion  sent to  her 
as the disparity exists since 
the last 26 years and no one 
takes interest in the problems 
o f  the disabled a s the number 
o f  such persons a re  very a 
few and can be  counted on 
the fingertips. I expect that 
the President o f  country will 
take note o f  the sufferings o f  
the disabled.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email 

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te r s  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o r  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

India’s G20 Presidency

Uniquely Indian 
perspective

By Dr. D.K. Giri
T he G 20 y ear under In ­

d ia ’s leadership has begun. 
P eop le  from  a c ro ss  v a ri­
o u s  sectors -  governm ent 
a n d  n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l ,  
business, and  social - a re  
p o o lin g  in  to  m a k e  th e  
y ear m c n o rab lcand  w orth­
while. Tkc even ts  leading 
up to  the Sum m it a rc  being 
planned . T hese  have also 
begun  to  lake p lace . In this 
co lum n last w eek. I sought 
to  lay out a  new  e th ic  for 
g lobal governance. In this 
piece, I like to  adum brate  a 
few  idea? that cou ld  shape 
po lic ies across the country. 
India a s the  P residen t o f  
G 20  could introduce them 
in various ev en ts  around  
the Summit.

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  
th e re  shou ld  b e  p ru den t 
and  pragmatic energy p o li­
c ie s  across the  w orld . At 
present. H ere is  a  universal 
fight for fossil fuels w ith 
horrible consequences. T he 
U kraine  war. although  not 
caused  by an  energy c on ­
flict. is being influenced by 
energy  concerns. T here is 
a  need fcr im m ediate shift 
to  renew able  e n erg ies  a s 
a gainst the b ig  lobbies o p ­
e rating in favour o f  gigantic 
o il com pan ies . T h e  poor 
a nd  develop ing  coun tries  
should  have equal and a f­
fo rdable  access  to  energy 
re so u rce s . T h e  r ich  a nd  
pow erful countries should 
n o t c o n tin u e  to  im p o se  
th e ir  m o d e ls  o f  g ro w th  
based  on heavy techno lo ­
g ie s  ru th le ssly  exp lo iting  
the nature.

India kas a  strong trad i­
tion o f  living in harm ony 
w ith  nature and  m any  In­
d ian  beliefs and  prac tices 
em phasise the im portance 
o f  p reserv ing  the  natura l 
env ironm ent. India  cou ld  
g ive  a  p ish  for renew able 
energy c ittin g  ou t rhetoric, 
prom ote  sustainability  and 
environm ental security  and 
encourage o the r countries
to  rc.tpcc. nature, live w ith
it and  no. control o r try to 
c o n q u er it. T hat le ad s to 
the  second idea o f  how  a 
hum an-centric and  nature- 
friend ly  approach to  e co ­
nom ic  planning and  po liti­
cal m anagem ent cou ld  be  
fostered.

T hird , pay ing  atten tion  
to  the social developm ent 
b ased  on  fam ily system s, 
so c ia l harm ony, c u ltu ra l 
a cc o m m o d a tio n , a nd  re ­
lig ious o -c x is tc n c c . It is 
popularly held that a  c oun ­
try is  a  family o f  families. 
T liat logic can be  extended 
beyond  the co un tries  too. 
T h is  is in keeping w ith the 
s lo g a n , w hich  is  d e ep ly  
m eaningful and em otional, 
e n u n c ia te d  by  In d ia  for 
the  2023  S um m it o f  g 2 0  
w h ic h  is  'o n e  e a r th , one  
fam ily.one future'. Despite 
m assive  developm en ts  in 
econom y, technology  and 
indeed  o the r sec to rs , so ­
c ie tie s  a re  to rn  a p a rt by  
jea lousy , ha tred, and v io­
lence. T his is a  paradoxical 
p a rad igm  th e  de v elo p ­
m ent and  decay  em bedded 
in ou r current governance  
m odels. This a lso  reflects 
the profound rem ark m ade 
b y  M axim  G o rk y , “m an 
has learnt to fly like bird in 
the a ir  and sw im  like a  fish 
in  w ater but fails to leam  
l iv e  p e ac e fu lly  w ith  h is  
neighbour*'.

Such familial culture  is 
unique to India. T he struc­
tu re  o f  I id ian  fam ilies is 
such  that they m anifest a 
lov ing  h .erarchal a u th o r­
ity  vested in the head o f  a 
fam ily wiio is  usually  the 
fa th e r  o r in  h is  a b sen c e  
the first-born. A t the sam e 
tim e, there is a  process o f  
consu lta tion  w ith  cach  o f  
the  fam ily m em bers a s a 
decision  s taken: the  fam ­
ily  is imbued w ith  a  sp irit 
o f  m utual sa c r if ic e , best 
e xem plified in  the  ‘app le  
s to r y ' c irc u la tin g  in the  
developm ent sector.

T he story goes, an  apple 
w as found by the father o f  
a  poor family, w ho did  not 
e a t it a s  Ik* thought that his 
w ife  w as p rep a rin g  food 
for everybody in the fam ­
ily . a nd  she sh o u ld  h ave  
it. T he  wife thought that it 
is her 30* w ho i3 growing 
w ithout sufficient food, so 
he  should have  it in  full 
in stea d  o f  c u ttin g  it in to

pieces. T he son thought that 
h is m other is a lw ays kind to 
h im  and  often p refers him  
to the daughter. T his is both 
a  F reudian a ffinity betw een 
opposite  sexes a s w ell a s a 
so-called preference for the 
m ale child . So, he  gave tin.' 
app le  to  the daughter, w ho 
in her m ind thought tliat it 
is the father w ho is  toiling 
an d  fend ing  for everyone 
in the  family. So. for his 
energy , the fa the r should  
have it. So. the apple conies 
back to  father. Thus family 
feeling has m ore than one 
m a n ife s ta tio n . O n e , it is 
sacrif icc . se co n d , it v a li­
d a tes  the  p ro v erb ia l w is ­
dom , love  b egets love.

In add ition , the  im por­
tance o f  fam ily is  reflected 
in  the respect for elderly . 
In In d ia , the  e ld e r ly  a rc  
o ften  respected  a nd  h o n ­
o u re d  fo r th e ir  w isd o m  
and  experience. India could 
prom ote  inter-generational 
re sp e c t a n d  th e  va lu e  o f  
o ld e r  p e o p le  in  so c ie ty . 
G iv ing  the  strong bond in 
family, old-age  hom es are 
not a w idespread practice in 
India. People w ould like to 
keep the ir elderly  and  look 
a fte r them at hom es.

All in a ll. Indian sp iri­
tua lity  is deep  w h ich  a d ­
vocates tolcrancc. accom ­
m o d a tio n . rec o n c il ia t io n  
and  syn thesis o f  com peting 
id e a s .  T h e  la s t  c u ltu ra l 
principle is unique to  India. 
O nce N etaji Subhash Bose 
p ro p h e tic a lly  rem a rk ed , 
“ B rita in  has  g iven  to  the 
w orld  P a rliam ent. R ussia 
- the O ctober Revolution, 
F ra n ce - lib e rty , e q u a lity  
and  fraternity, U SA  value 
o f  en te rp r ise , S pa in  P i­
c a s s o . G e rm a n y  K arl 
M arx; i f  India has to o ffer 
a n y th in g  to  the  w orld  in 
the  21st C entury, it is her 
cu ltu re  o f  synthesis.

T h i s  i s  w h a t  c o u ld  
be  c h a m p io n e d  by  India  
around  G 20 in term s o f  lay­
ing  ou t social and political
s tructures for creating that 
syn thesis. T h is will elim i­
nate  v iolent confron ta tion  
a n d  w a rs  by  co n ten d in g  
fo rces. T h is  w ill obv ia te  
th e  p ro c e s s  o f  d ia lo g u e  
and  d iscussions. T h is  will 
be  th e  to o l fo r c o n f l ic t  
resolution. A ll these  deftly  
dep loyed  cou ld  e lim inate  
bilateral conflicts including 
the  horrib le  ongoing  w arin 
U kraine.

T h e  a b o v e  in p u t in to  
in te rnational po lities  and  
go v e rn a n ce  cou ld  be  a u ­
thentically  developed  from 
and  backed by Indian sp iri­
tual know ledge and tradi- 
tioas. Indian spiritual gurus 
h ave  m ade  a  b ig  im pact 
in  in te rnational soc ie ties . 
T here  are robust spiritual 
Indian-international bodies 
tha t cou ld  be  encouraged  
to  g iv e  a  hand  to  Ind ian  
g o v ernm en t in  sp read ing  
the  m essage  o f  tolerance, 
co-cx istcncc  and  synthesis 
o f  conflicting  ideas, tran ­
scending  into higher reality. 
O rganisation like ISKC'ON 
and  a  few  others w ith bases 
a c r o s s  th e  w o rld  c o u ld  
a ssis t the G overnm en t o f  
India.T hc o the r social va l­
ues and  prac tices that India 
c o u ld  sh ow case  inc lu d e; 
d iv e rs ity  a nd  inc lu siv ity ; 
India is know n for its d i­
ve rse . c u ltu ra l, re lig io u s  
and  lingu istic  heritage , it 
cou ld  use  its G 20 p residen­
cy  to show case its com m it­
m ent to  and prom ote these 
values g lobally; a  sp irit o f  
v o lu n te e r in g  Ind ia  has 
a  r ich  trad ition  o f  v o lun ­
te e r in g  a n d  c o m m u n ity  
serv ice  w ith  m any  people 
tak ing  ind iv idual and  so ­
c ial responsib ility  and  an 
a c tiv c  ro le  in  im prov ing  
the ir com m unities. It could 
encourage  m ore and more 
people around  the  w orld to 
ge t involved  in voluntary 
and  com m unity  service.

Fourth is  the question  o f  
governance . T his is  a  big 
question . H ow  d o  w c set 
up  po litica l sy ste m s tha t 
prevent co llusion  betw een 
b ig  co rpo ra te , m edia  and  
cen tralised  political pow er 
tha t den ies  the red is tribu­
tion o f  resources, finances 
and  know ledge across the 
w orld. iNFA

( T h e  w r i te r  is  P ro f.  
In te r n a tio n a l  R e la tio n s .  
JIM M C )
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Justin Bieber sells his back catalogue
An expert explains why artists give up rights to their musicJ u s tin  B icb c r  is  th e  la te s t  a r t i s t  in  a g ro w in g  

l is t  o f  m u s ic ia n s  w h o  h a v e  so ld  th e  r ig h ts  to  
th e ir  m u s ic .

T h is  m o v e  is ty p ic a l ly  m a d e  by  m ore  s e a s o n e d  
a r t i s t s  su c h  a s  B ru c e  S p r in g s te e n , w h o  re p o r te d ly  
re c e iv e d  USSSOOm (£ 4 0 6 m ) fo r  th e  sa le  o f  h is  l i f e 's  
w o rk  in  2 0 2 1 , o r S te v ie  N ic k s  w h o  so ld  a sh a re  o f  
h e r  p u b lis h in g  fo r U S $ 1 0 0 m  in  2 0 2 0 .

B ie b e r. a t the a g e  o f  2 8 . h a s  so ld  h is  r ig h ts  to  a ll  
th e  m u s ic  he  re le a s e d  b e fo r e  2 0 2 2  fo r a re p o r te d  
U S $ 2 0 0 m . M erck  M e rc u r ia d is ,  fo u n d e r  a n d  c h ie f  
e x e c u tiv e  o f f ic e r  o f  H ip g n o s is  S o n g  M a n a g e m e n t, 
w ho  b o u g h t th e  r ig h ts ,  sa id : “ T h is  a c q u is i tio n  ran k s 
am o n g  th e  b ig g e s t d e a ls  e v e r  m a d e  fo r an  a r t i s t  
u n d e r  th e  a g e  o f  7 0 ."

W h a t  d o c s it  m e a n  w h e n  an  a r t i s t  
s e lls  r i g h t s  to  t h e i r  s o n g s ?

S o n g s  a re  p ro te c te d  b y  so m e th in g  c a l le d  c o p y ­
r ig h t .  T h is  is  a le g a l  r ig h t  th a t th e  c r e a to r s  c an  
se l l  o r  l ic e n c e  in o r d e r  to  m a k e  m o n e y  fro m  th e ir  
m u s ic .

A r t i s t s  w ith  d e a ls  s ig n  o v e r  so m e , o r  m o s t , o f  
th e se  r ig h ts  to  p u b lis h e r s  a n d  re c o rd  la b e ls . In  fa c t, 
so n g s  h a v e  m o te  th a n  o n e  r ig h t a t ta c h e d  to  th e m .

T h e re  is  a rig h t fo r  th e  c o m p o s itio n  w h ic h  c a n  be  
o w n e d  b y  a  p u b lis h e r , o n e  fo r th e  re c o rd in g  w h ic h  
c a n  be  o w n e d  by th e  r e c o rd  la b e l a n d  th e re  a re  a lso  
r ig h ts  in  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  a so n g . A ll th is  m e an s 
is  th a t  w h e n  a so n u  is  b o u g h t, o r  p e rfo rm e d  (e .g . 
p la y e d  on  th e  r a d io . in  a f ilm  o r  on T V ) th e  m oney  
is  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  a l l  th o se  th a t h a v e  a s ta k e  in 
th e  m u s ic  r ig h ts .

J u s t i n  B ie b e r  has  a r e c o rd  d e a l  w ith  U n iv e rsa l 
M u sic  G ro u p  and a p u b lis h in g  d e a l  w ith  U n iv e rsa l 
M u sic  P u b lish in g  G ro u p . S o . h e  o w n ed  a p e rc e n ta g e  
o f  h is  r ig h ts .  He s h a re s  th e s e  r ig h ts  w ith  h is  p u b ­
lis h e r .  w h ic h  o w n s  a p e rc e n ta g e  o f  h is  c o m p o s i t io n  
c o p y r ig h t  a n d  his r e c o rd  la b e l ,  w h ic h  o w n s  a sh a re  
o f  h is  r ig h ts  a tta c h e d  to  th e  re c o rd in g  o f  th e  so n g s , 
so m e tim e s  r e fe r re d  to  a s th e  m a s te r  re c o rd in g s .

B ie b e r  so ld  '0 0 %  o f  h is  s h a re  o f  h is  p u b lis h in g  
c o p y r ig h t  a n d  p e rfo rm a n c e  r ig h ts ,  m a s te r  r e c o rd ­
in g s  a n d  n e ig h b o u r in g  r ig h ts  ( t h e  p e r f o rm a n c e  
w ith in  th e  r e c o rd in g )  fo r  h is  e n t i r e  b a ck  c a ta lo g u e

w h ic h  in c lu d e s  o v e r  2 9 0  tr a c k s  to  in v e s tm e n t 
c o m p a n y  H ip g n o s is  S o n g s  C a p ita l .  H ip g n o s is  b u y s  
c a ta lo g u e s  o f  i ru s ic  a n d  th e n  m a n a g e s  th e  r ig h ts  to  
m a k e  a n  in c o m ; from  th e  r o y a l ty  p a y m e n ts .

T h is  m e an s  :ha t w h en  h is  so n g s  a rc  b o u g h t o r 
p e rfo rm e d , the  sh a re  o f  th e  in c o m e  th a t w o u ld  h a v e  
p r e v io u s ly  been  a  ro y a lty  p a y m e n t to  B ie b e r, now  
g o e s  to  H ip g n o s is . T h e  c o m p a n y  is  h o p in g  th a t o v e r  
tim e  th e s e  ro y a l t ie s  w ill e x c e e d  th e  u p f ro n t p a y ­
m e n t it  m a d e  to B ie b e r  a n d  so  it  w il l  p r o f i t  from  
th is  in v e s tm e n t.

C o p y r ig h t  in  th e  m u s ic a l c o m p o s i t io n  la s ts  fo r 
70  y e a rs  a f te r  the d e a th  o f  th e  c re a to r ,  so  th e  o w n er  
o f  th e  c o p y r ig h t c a n  k e e p  r e c e iv in g  r o y a l t ie s  f o r  a 
lo n g  tim e . H o w ev e r, th e  so n g s  n e e d  to  b e  u se d  in 
o r d e r  to  m a k e  *n in c o m e , so  it  is  a r isk .

W h en  a r t i s t s  to u r , th e y  c an  m a k e  m o n e y  from  
tic k e t a nd  m e rc h an d ise  s a le s , b u t th e y  a lso  re c e iv e  a

ro y a lty  w hen  th e ir  m u s ic  is  p e rfo rm e d . T h is  s o u n d s  
g r e a t ,  b u t th e  c o s t  o f  to u r in g  is  huge  and  c o n tin u e s  
to  in c re a s e , s o  it d o e s n 't  a lw a y s  tu rn  a p ro f i t .

B ieb e r  d o e s n 't  ow n  h is  b a ck  c a ta lo g u e  a n y m o re , 
s o  he  w o n 't  r e c e iv e  th a t  r o y a l ty  w h en  he  p e rfo rm s  
th o se  s o n g s . T h is  is  u n l ik e ly  to  a f f e c t  h is  m o tiv a ­
tio n s  to  to u r  b e c a u se  it  fo rm s  a sm a lle r  p a rt o f  th e  
in c o m e .

\N hy a r t i s t s  a r e  s e l l in g  t h e i r  m u s ic  r ig h ts ?
So  w h y  w o u ld  B ic b c r  a n d  o th e r  a r t i s ts  w an t to  

s e l l  th e ir  r ig h ts ,  w h en  th e y  c o u ld  k e ep  th is  in c o m e  
fo r  th e m s e lv e s ?

F o r a r t i s ts  w h o  a re  th in k in g  a b o u t re ti re m e n t ,  i t ’s 
a w ay  to  e n jo y  th e  f ru i ts  o f  th e ir  la b o u r  a n d  c re a te  
a  p e n s io n  fo r th e m se lv e s .  I t c o u ld  b e  th a t, b e c a u se  
o f  th e  p a n d e m ic , a r t i s t s  h a v e  s o ld  th e ir  c a ta lo g u e

to  c o m p e n sa te  for lo s s  o f  r e v e n u e  w h ile  v e n u e s  and  
o th e r  in c o m e  s tr e a m s  w e re  lo s t .

C o p y r ig h t is  an  a s s e t  th a t c an  b e  le f t in  a w ill ,  
s o  f o r  th e  70  y e a r s  th a t  c o p y r ig h t  s u r v iv e s  th e  
c re a to r ,  th e i r  r o y a l t ie s  c a n  g o  to  th e ir  h e irs .  H o w ­
e v e r ,  c o p y r ig h t  m u s t b e  m a n a g e d  a n d  so  it  m ay  be 
m o re  a t t r a c t iv e  f o r  so m e  to  c a s h - o u t  a n d  le a v e  th e  
a d m in is t r a t io n  to  th e  p u rc h a se r .

B ie b e r  c a n  s t i l l  m a k e  ro y a lty  in c o m e  on m usic  
th a t  he c re a te s  fro m  J a n u a ry  2 0 2 2  o n w a rd s , so  p e r ­
h a p s  he  h a s  p la n s  to  r e le a s e  n e w  m u s ic  a n d  in  th e  
m e a n tim e  w a n te d  to  in c re a s e  h is  c u rre n t  in c o m e . 
T h e  s in g e r  had  to  ta k e  tim e  o f f  a n d  p o s tp o n e  to u r  
d a te s  b e c a u s e  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  R a m sa y  H u n t 
s y n d ro m e , a r a re  v ir u s  th a t in  h is  c a se  c a u s e d  fa ­
c ia l  p a ra ly s is ,  w h ic h  m a y  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  h is  
d e c is io n .

Is t h e r e  a r i s k ?
T h e  r isk  fo r  B ie b e r  is  th a t,  in  th e  lo n g  te rm , he  

c o u ld  have  m a d e  m o re  m o n e y  f ro m  k e e p in g  h is  
r ig h ts  and  r e c e iv in g  ro y a lty  p a y m e n ts  th a n  from  
th e  lu m p -su m  p a y m e n t. To m a k e  a n y  m o re  m o n e y  
fro m  m u sic . B ie b e r  w ill  no w  ne ed  to  r e le a s e  new  
so n g s .

In g e n e r a l ,  it is  e s s e n t ia l  fo r  a r t i s t s  to  r e ta in  
th e i r  r ig h ts  so  th a t  th e y  c a n  c o n t in u e  to  b e n e f i t  
f ro m  th e ir  m u s ic  o v e r  tim e .

T h ere  h a s  b e en  p u sh  b a ck  fro m  th e  m u s ic  i n ­
d u s try  on s im ila r  d e a ls  w h ere  c a ta lo g u e s  a rc  b e ­
in g  c o l la te d  b y  in v e s tm e n t  b u s in e s s e s  b u y in g  o u t 
c r e a to r  c o p y rig h t .

W h ile  it c an  se em  v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  to  r e c e iv e  u p ­
fro n t c ash , p la y in g  th e  lo n g  ga m e  c a n  o f te n  be  m ore  
b e n e f ic ia l f o r  a r t i s t s .  ( T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

What your Zodiac says about your relationship goals
T h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  is  

a t im e  fc r  o p t im is m , new  
b e g in n in g s , a n d  “ p o s i t iv e  

v ib e s ."  A n y o n e  try in g  to  im p ro v e  
th e i r  d a t in g  p r o f i le s  a n d  m a k e  
s ig n i f ic a n t  c o n n e c tio n s  w ill  fin d  
th is  fo rm u la  to  b e  a g o o d  o n e .

A s tr o  E x p e r t A n ish a  A ro r a 's  
c o s m ic  e n e r g i e s  a s s i s t  y o u  in 
d e te rm in in g  how  y o u r  d a t in g  lif e  
w ill  b e  in  2023 . A dd  y o u r  R e la ­
t io n s h ip  G o a l to y o u r  p r o f i le  to  
lo c a te  a m a tc h  w ho has th e  sam e  
v ib e  a s y o u . w h e th e r  y o u  a rc  new  
p a ls  o r  s t i l l  f ig u r in g  it  o u t.

A R IE S  (M a r c h  21 - A p r i l  19):
A s an  A rie s  w o m a n , y o u  b r in g  a 
lo t o f c x c i tc m c r t  to  y o u r  r e la t io n ­
sh ip s  b e c a u se  o r  y o u r  e x u b e ra n c e  
a n d  e n e rg y . T h e r e 's  no  h o ld in g  
b a c k  f o r  y o u  w h e n  y o u  a r c  in  
lo v e  o r  lo o k in g  f o r  a p a r tn e r ;  
in s t e a d ,  y o u  tend  to  w e a r  y o u r  
h e a r t on  y o u r  s le e v e . Y ou lo v e  
a t te n t io n  ( h a te  h a v in g  y o u r  te x ts  
ig n o r e d ) ,  a n d  a re  w a i t in g  f o r  a 
m a tch  to  w in  you  o v e r  w ith  so m e  
lu x u r io u s  in d u lg e n c e s !  2 0 2 3  w ill 
be  y o u r  year.

Id e a l D a te : A lo n g  d r iv e
Id e a l c o lo u r :  Red
Id e a l D ay  fo r a  D a te : M o n d a y
M o s t  l i k e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

L eo . L ib ra .  S a g it ta r iu s

T A U R U S  (A p r i l  20 -  M a y  20 ): 
A V e n u s ia n  G :> ddcss o f  L o v e , 
y o u  a r e  a l l  a b o u t  l u x u r y  a n d  
s e n s u a l i ty .  Y ou sp e n d  y o u r  tim e  
d a y d re a m in g  o f th e  id e a l 'h a p p ily  
e v e r  a f t e r '  w ith  y o u r  c h o s e n  S .O . 
( s ig n if ic a n t  o th e r) . W ith  so  m uch  
lo v e  to  g iv e , th is  y e a r , y o u  w ill 
be  p a t ie n t  w h ile  ta k in g  it  fo rw a rd  
and  p u t y o u r  d a te /m a tc h 's  n e e d s  
b e fo re  y o u r  ow n.

Id e a l D a te : Im p ress  y o u r  T au - 
r ia n  by  ta k in g  he r to  th a t  n e ig h ­
b o r h o o d  c o f f c c  s h o p  a n d  c h a t  
a b o u t y o u r  p h ilo so p h y .

Id e a l c o lo u r :  P ink
Id e a l D ay  for a  D a te : W e d n e s­

day
M o s t  l i k e ly  to  m a tc h  w ith :  

S c o r p io . V irg o . P is c e s

G E M IN I  (M a y  21 - J u n e  2 0 ) : 
A G e m in i w o m a n  is  a f re e  s p ir i t .  
Y ou a rc  b e a m in g  w ith  freshncK i;,
c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  id e a s .  Y ou h a v e  
th e  a b i l i t y  to  h in k  q u ic k ly  on 
y o u r  f e e t ,  e sp e c ia l ly  i f  so m e th in g

( r a t h e r  s o m e o n e )  h a s  g r a b b e d  
y o u r  in te re s t.  T h is  y e a r , you  need  
to  ta k e  c h a rg e  o f  y o u r  lo v e  life !  
T h e  y e a r  2023  c a l ls  fo r  le t t in g  go 
o f  s e e k in g  a n y  k in d  o f  v a l id a t io n  
th a t 's  s to p p in g  y o u  fro m  ta k in g  
th e  n e x t s te p .

Id e a l D a te : G o  fo r  a S ta n d -U p  
sh o w

Id ea l c o lo u r : Y ellow
Id e a l D ay  f o r  a D a te : W e d n e s­

d a y

M o s t  l ik e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  
A q u a r iu s ,  G e m in i,  S a g it ta r iu s

C A N C E R  ( J u n e  21 -  J u l y  
2 2 ) : R u le d  by  th e  m o o n , y o u  a re  
k n o w n  to  b e  d e e p ly  c o n n e c te d  
a n d  g u id e d  b y  y o u r  e m o t io n s .  
W hen  it  c o m e s  to  m a tte r s  o f  th e  
h e a r t  y o u  a r c  e x t r e m e ly  s e l f ­
le s s ,  d e v o te d  a n d  n u r tu r in g , ye t 
a s tr ic t  d is c ip l in a r ia n .  Im b ib in g  
th e  m y s te ry  a n d  f lu id ity  o f  w a te r , 
a s  a C a n c e r ia n  fe m a le , y o u  h a v e  
a n  i n c r c d ib l c  a r t i s t i c  q u a l i t y ,  
w h ic h  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  in  y o u r  
lo v e  lif e .

I d e a l  D a t e :  A w a lk  in  t h e  
pa rk

Id e a l c o lo u r :  S i lv e r  a n d  w h ite

Id e a l D ay  fo r  a  D ate : M o n d a y  
M o s t  l ik e ly  to  m a tc h  w ith :  

P is c e s ,  V irg o . S c o rp io

L E O  ( J u ly  23 - A u g u s t 2 2 ) : 
A tru e  L io n e s s .  A s a L eo  w o m a n , 
y o u  a r e  e x t r e m e ly  w a r m  a n d  
h ig h - s p i r i te d  w h e n  it  c o m e s  to  
e x p r e s s in g  y o u r  f e e l in g s .  Y ou 
w ill f ig h t ti r e le s s ly  for the  p e o p le  
you  lo v e  a n d  c a re  for. A t th e  sam e  
t im e , y o u  lo v e  to  b e  a d m ire d  and

p ra is e d  fo r  y o u r  u n iq u e n e ss . T h is  
y e a r ,  y o u  m u s t  c i r b r a c c  y o u r  
d a t in g  l i f e  w i th  r o n a n c c .  p a s ­
s io n  a n d  fe a r le s s n e s s  a n d  le t  th e  
s ta r s  g u id e  y o u  to  f ind  y o u r  id e a l 
m a tch . B ut c h o o s e  so m e o n e  w ho  
w ill m a tc h  y o u r  e n e r g ie s  w ith  
a n  e x t r a  d o s e  o f  k n d n c s s  a n d  
e m p a th y .

Id e a l D a te : S ta rg a z in g
I d e a l  c o lo u r :  G o ld  & S h im ­

m er
Id e a l D ay  fo r  a D ate: S u n d a y
M o s t  l ik e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

V irg o , S a g it ta r iu s .  A q u ar iu s

V IR G O  (A u g u s t  23 - S e p te m ­
b e r  2 2 ) : T h e  P e r fc c i io n is t D iva . 
A s a  V irg o  w o m a n , y o u  re f ra in

fro m  e m o tio n a l  d ra m a  a n d  w ild  
o b s e s s io n . Y ou c a n  s e c  th ro u g h  
o n e  q u i c k l y ,  r e c o g n i s c  t h e i r  
w e a k n e s s e s  a n d  s o f t  s p o ts ,  a n d  
k n o w  ho w  to  t r e a d  c a u t io u s ly .  
I t ’s  no t e a sy  to  im p r e s s  y o u  bu t 
o n c e  s o m e o n e  d o c s ,  y o u  o f f e r  
th e m  th e  w o r ld .  F o r  th e  V irg o  
w o m a n , s ta r s  in  2023  a d v is e  you  
to  g o  slow .

Id ea l D a te : S p a  S e sh
Id ea l c o lo u r :  K ee p  c o o l w ith

G re e n
Id ea l D ay  fo r  a D a te : W e d n e s­

d ay
M o s t  l i k e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

C a p r ic o r n , C a n c e r .  T a u ru s

L IB R A  ( S e p te m b e r  23 - O c ­
to b e r  2 2 ) : T h e  L ib ra  w o m a n  is  
k n o w n  f o r  b e in g  g r a c e f u l  a n d  
g la m o ro u s . E v en  in m o m e n ts  o f  
c lu m s in e s s  a n d  d is o r g a n is a t io n , 
y o u  kn o w  how  to  c a r ry  y o u r s e l f  
w i th  a s e n s e  o f  g r a c e .  L ib r a s  
a r e n 't  “ c ra z y  in  lo v e ”  p e r  s c .  bu t 
y o u  a re  a l l  a b o u t  th a t  r e la t io n ­
sh ip  l i f e ,  a n d  m e a n in g fu l ones' at 
th a t. T h e  y e a r  2 0 2 3  w ill  b r in g  fo r  
you  m u lt ip le  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  pu t 
y o u r s e l f  o u t  th e re  a n d  se ek  th e

r e la t io n s h i p  y o u  w a n t  ( n e e d !) .  
R e m e m b er  to  pu t g r e a te r  im p o r ­
ta n c e  on  h a rm o n y  a n d  p ;a c c  a s 
y o u  try  to  b a la n c e  lo v e  a nd  life .

I d e a l  D a te :  A fu n  s h o p p in g  
sp re e

Id e a l C o lo u r :  A s h a d e  .if  l i l a c
Id e a l D ay  fo r  a D a te : F rid a y
M o s t  l i k e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

A q u a r iu s .  G e m in i .  A rie s

S C O R P I O  ( O c to b e r  23 -  N o­
v e m b e r  2 1 ) :  A S c o r p io  w o m a n  
is  k n o w n  to  b e  b o ld , se n su a l a nd  
s tr o n g  h e a d e d . In  th e  w o rld  o f  
o n l in e  d a t in g , e v e ry o n e  w ill f in d  
th e m s e lv e s  c h e c k in g  you  o u t (a t 
le a s t  o n c e ) .  Y ou a re  in te l l ig e n t ,  
p a s s i o n a t e ,  l o y a l ,  b r a v e ,  a n d  
h ig h ly  in tu i t iv e  a n d  a re  lo o k in g  
fo r  a m in d  th a t c a n  m a tc h  th is  
e n e rg y  a n d  v ib e . A s so m e o n e  w ho  
s e e k s  a la v is h ly  b o ld  l i f e s ty le ,  
you  w ill  f in d  y o u r s e l f  c t r c f u l ly  
a s s e s s in g  e v e ry  ( ro m a n tic )  s i t u a ­
tio n  b e fo r e  ju m p in g  in  th is  y e ar. 
P o s s e s s iv c n c s s  is  in  th e  b lo o d , 
s o u l ,  a n d  h e a r t o f  e v e ry th in g  you  
d o  a nd  w ill  se ek  a p a rtn e r  w ho 
w ill  b e  g e n e ro u s  in  g iv in g  th e ir  
a t te n t io n  to  you .

Id e a l D a te : A ro m a n t ic  d in n e r  
d a te !

Id e a l C o lo u r :  Red
I d e a l  D ay  f o r  a D a te  T u e s ­

day
M o s t  l i k e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

T a u ru s , L eo , C a p r ic o rn

S A G I T T A R I U S  ( N o u m b e r  
22 - D e c e m b e r  2 1 ) : A s a S a g i t ­
ta r iu s ,  y o u  a re  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  
th in k e r ,  r i s k - t a k e r .  a n d  p r e t t y  
w o k e  w h e n  it c o m e s  to  e m o tio n a l 
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  h e lp in g  y o u  fo rm  
in s t a n t  c o n n e c t io n s .  K n o w n  to  
im b ib e  a 'm a in  c h a r a c tc r 'c n c r g y . 
y o u  n e ed  a m e n ta l a n d  p h y s ic a l 
c o u n te r p a r t ;  s o m e o n e  w ho c an  
i l l u s t r a te  th e  m y s te ry  o f  life  a n d  
lo v e . A s  so m e o n e  a b it w ary  o f  
in tim a c y , you  c a n  f in d  y o u r  lo v e  
n a tu ra l ly  b lo o m in g  from  a f r ie n d ­
sh ip  th is  y e ar.

I d e a l  D a t e :  A n  o u t d o o r s y  
d a te

Id e a l c o lo u r :  B lue
Id e a l D ay  f o r  a D a te : W ee k ­

e nd
M o s t  l i k e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

G e m in i.  L ib ra . A rie s

C A P R I C O R N  ( D e c e m b e r

22 - J a n u a r y  19 ): A s a  C a p r i ­
c o rn  w o m a n , y o u  a rc  g e n e r a l ly  
th e  le a d e r  in  a g r o u p . Y ou a re  
b e s t-k n o w n  fo r  y o u r  p e rs i s te n c e  
a n d  a ’ n e v e r  g iv e  u p ' a t t i tu d e .  
Y o u  e x c e l  a t f l a t t e r y  a n d  a re  
a l s o  k n o w n  to  be y o u r  p a r tn e r 's  
b ig g e s t  c h e e r le a d e r .  T h is  y e a r ,  
th e  p la n e ts  a re  in y o u r  fav o r !  I f  
y o u  a re  o p e n  to  i t ,  y o u  w ill  f in d  
a m a tc h  w h o  is  w il l i n g  to  w o rk  
w ith  y o u  a n d  a p p re c ia te  y o u r  b e s t 
e f fo r t s .

I d e a l  D a t e :  I n d o o r  b o a r d  
g a m e s

Id ea l C o lo u r :  B lac k  
Id e a l D ay  f o r  a D a te : S a tu r ­

d a y
M o s t  l i k e l y  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

T a u ru s . P is c e s . C a p r ic o rn

P I S C E S  ( F e b r u a r y  19 - 
M a rc h  2 0 ) : M y s te ry , s e n s u a l i ty ,  
ro m an c e  a n d  s p ir i tu a l i t y  d e f in e  a 
P is c c s ia n  w o m a n . W h ile  d a t in g , 
y o u  a re  c m p a th c t ic  to w a rd s  y o u r  
p a r tn e r 's  n e e d s  a n d  a re  a lw a y s  
re a d y  to  c o m fo r t th e m . R e g a r d ­
le s s  o f  h o w  w e l l  y o u  s e e m  to  
h a v e  it  to g e th e r ,  y o u  w ill h a v e  
m o m e n ts  o f  d o u b ts .  D o n 't  ig n o re  
th e  s ig n s  th a t d o n 't  a l ig n  w ith  
y o u r  e n e rg y .

Id e a l D a te : B u y  2 t ic k e ts  fo r  
th a t  n e x t  S ip  a n d  P a in t  c l a s s  
n e a r  you

Id e a l C o lo u r :  G o ld e n  Y ellow  
Idea l D ay  fo r  a  D a te : T h u rsd a y  

a n d  F r id a y
M o s t l ik e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

C a n c e r ,  V irg o , T au ru s

A Q U A R I U S  ( J a n u a r y  20  - 
F e b r u a r y  18 ): S e l f - r e l ia n t  a n d  
i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a s  a n  A q u a r i a n  
w o m a n , y o u  a rc  c a lm  a nd  s e n s i ­
tiv e  a n d  a b s o lu te ly  c le a r  a b o u t 
w h a t y o u  w a n t . You n e v e r  try  to  
f i t  in  a n d  w h e n  y o u  d o , y o u ‘ 11 
f in d  y o u r  b c s t - b u d .  D e s p i t e  
y o u r  re p u ta t io n  fo r b e in g  a b o ss  
w o m a n ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  h a p p ie s t  
w h e n  y o u  a ls o  h a v e  a  b a la n c e d  
w o rk - lo v e  lif e .

Id e a l D a te : T o  sh a re  th e  u n i­
v e rsa l lo v e  o f  fo o d , v is i t  th a t b a k ­
e ry  th a t  h a s  b e en  o n  y o u r  lis t!  

Id ea l C o lo u r : T u rq u o ise  
Id e a l D ay  f o r  a D a te : S a tu r ­

d a y
M o s t  l i k e ly  to  m a tc h  w i th :  

G e m in i .  S c o r p io .  S a g i t t a r i u s .  
( IA N S )
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Soul Songs: The dazzling diversity of national anthems
NATIONAL ANTHEM FACTS

Vniteb States
T iic  m elody  o f  

"T h e  S ta r-S p an g led  B anner"  
is based  on  "T o A n acreo n  in 
H eaven ,"  a  B ritish  song  th a t 
c e leb ra tes  d rin k in g  a n d  sex.

'Russia
The Italian national anthem has 

been official since ... 2017. Although
the song was written in 1847 and

becam e de facto an them  after World 
W ar II, the governm ent never put 

this in writing until November.

V lad im ir Putin  established a  new 
Russian national an them  in 2000 

that wasn't really so new. It was just 
a n  update  o f  die Soviet-era anthem  

th a t Stalin approved in 1944.

jan gan man adhinayakjay ha i 
bharat bhagya vidhata 

Punjab sindhu gujrat maratha 
dravid utkal banga 

vindhya himachal jamuna ganga 
uchhal jaldhi taranga 
tab shubh name jage  

tab shubh aashish mange 
gaaye tab jay gatha

jan gan mangal dayak jay  he 
bharat bhagya vidhata 
jay he jay  he jay  he 

jay jay jay jay he

By N ik a s  D a t ta

A p a r t  f ro ir  th e  f lag , n a tio n a l 
a n th e m s  a re  th e  m o s t c h e r ­
ish e d  sy m b o ls  o f  n a t io n ­

h o o d . H o w e v e r, a rc  th e se  m u s ica l 
c o m p o s i t io n s ,  e u lo g is in g  th e  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  c o u n t r y 'n a t io n ’s h is to ry  
a n d  t r a d i t io n s  o r e x p o u n d in g  i ts  
d e s t in y , o n ly  the  c u l tu ra l  e p ito m e  
o f  p a tr io t ic  s c n iim e n t?

E x a m p le s  f*om  a r o u n d  th e  
w o rld  sh o w  a n th em s a rc  no t o n ly  
v a lu a b le  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  o f  h is ­
to ry , p o l i t ic s ,  and  p o p u la r  s e n t i ­
m e n ts  - b u t a l s o  a p r im e  fo rm  
o f  l i t e r a r y  e x p re s s io n ,  fo r  th e y  
a rc ,  e s s e n t ia l l y  p o e m s , w h e th e r  
th e y  p r a is e  th e  n a t io n ’s h is to ry  
o r  to p o g ra p h y , in v o k e  d e i t ie s  fo r  
p r o te c t io n , o r  cj.II th e ir  c o m p a tr i­
o ts  to  a c t io n .

B r i t i s h  jo u r n a l i s t  a n d  a n th em  
e x p e r t  A le x  M a rsh a ll d iv id e  a n ­
th e m s  in to  fo u r ty p e s .  A n d  h is  
f o c u s  is  m a in ly  th e  m u s ic ,  th e  
ly r ic s  a ls o  a re  le y .

T h e  f i r s t  a rc  th e  hym n s o r t s  • 
in  b o th  m u s ic  a nd  ly r ic s ,  w h ic h  
M a rsh a ll a t t r ib u te s  to  th e  p e rv a d ­
in g  in f lu e n c e  o f  U K 's  G o d  S a v e  
th e  K in g  a n d  c o lo n ia l i s m ,  f o r  
c ro p p in g  up  a c ro s s  A fr ic a  (s a y , 
K e n y a ’s E e  M itngu  N g u v u  Yetu  
o r  O h  G o d  o f  A il C r e a tio n ) ,  A s ia , 
th e  C a r ib b e a n  (Ja m a ic a , L a n d  We 
L o v e , in c id e n ta l l y  w r i t te n  by  a 
c le r g y m a n ) , a nd  v a r io u s  P a c if ic  
is la n d  n a tio n s  ( a k e  T u v a lu  m o tv  
A tu a  ( T u v a lu  f o r  th e  A lm ig h ty ) .

H o w e v e r ,  th e y  c a n  a l s o  b e  
fo u n d  in  c o u n trie s  lik e  H u n g a ry 's  
H im n u s ;  a n d  Ic e la n d 's  L o fs o n g u r  
- b o th  m e a n in g  hym n .

I n d ia 's  J a n a  G ana M a n a  is  a lso  
an  e x a m p le  - in  i t s  in v o c a tio n .

S e c o n d . th e r e  a rc  th e  o n e s  tha t 
s o u n d  lik e  m il ita ry  m a rc h e s .

T h e  " S ta te  A n th e m  o f  th e  S o ­
v ie t U n io n "  a n d  " S ta te  A n th e m  o f  
th e  R u ss ia n  F e d e ra t io n ”  a re  th e  
b e s t e x a m p le s ,  and  th o se  o f  m any  
p o s t-S o v ie t  s ta le s  a rc  o f  s im ila r  
ty p e  too . F ra n c e 's  La  M a rse i lla is e  
is  a n o th e r  p r im e  e x a m p le , w ith  its  
s t i r r in g  m a rt ia l r e f ra in  A u x  a rm es , 
c l to y e n s ./F o r m e :  v o s  b a ta i l lo n s . /  
M a rch o n s. m a rc h o n s ...!  (T o  a rm s, 
c i t i z e n s . /F o r m  y o u r  b a t ta l io n s . /  
M a rch , m a r c h ! . .)

T h e  th ird  a rc  th e  f a n f a r e  a n ­

th e m s . p a r t i c u la r ly  o f  th e  M id d le  
E a s t ,  w h ic h  a r e  m o s t ly  a  f e w  
t r u m p e t  f l o u r i s h e s ,  s o m e  e v e n  
la s t in g  e v en  le s s  th a n  a m in u te .

B u t. M a rsh a ll te rm s  th e  fo u rth  
o n e s  - th e  e p ic  a n th e m s  o f  S o u th  
A m e ric a  - th e  b e s t ,  d e s p i te  th e ir  
t u n e s  ig n o r in g  a l l  c o n v e n t io n s  
o f  a n th e m s , w h ile  a ls o  b e in g  fa r  
fro m  s h o r t ,  o r  e a s y  to  s in g , b e in g  
" s e t  o u t  l ik e  m in i  o p e ra s ,  w ith  
r o l l ic k in g  o p e n in g s  in  w h ic h  e v ­
e ry  p a r t  o f  the  o r c h e s tr a  s e e m s  to  
o u tp la y  th e  o th e rs ;  m e lo d ra m a tic  
m id d le  s e c t io n s . . . ;  a n d  h u g e  o v e r-  
t h e - to p  f in i s h e s ,  w ith  m u l t ip le  
f a ls e  e n d in g s ’*.

T h ey , h e  s a y s , fee l l ik e  s o n g s  
w ri t te n  fo r  th e  s ta g e ,  a nd  it is  no t 
su r p r i s in g  th a t o p e ra  c o m p o s e rs  
w e re  b e h in d  m o s t  o f  them .

A ls o  in  t h e  s a m e  m o u ld  i s  
G e o rg ia 's  T a v isu p leb a  (F re e d o m ), 
b ro u g h t in 2 0 0 4 . a lo n g  w ith  a new  
f la g  a n d  sy m b o l, a f te r  th e  2003  
r e v o lu t io n .

N o t o n ly  is  i t s  m u s ic  ta k e n  
f ro m  th e  tw o  p o p u la r  G e o r g ia n  
o p e ra s , b u t the  C a u c a s ia n  n a t io n 's  
p u b lic  b r o a d c a s t e r  o f te n  a i r s  a 
m u s ic  v id e o  v e rs io n , f e a tu r in g  a

n o ta b le  o p e ra  s in g e r .
H o w e v e r, i f  w e  t ik e  a n th e m s  

f ro m  a l l  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld , s a v e  
fo r  fo u r  o r  f iv e  o d d . th e y  a re  a ll  
w ri tte n  by e m in e n t p o e ts  o r  l i t ­
te ra te u rs .

P o ly m ath  R a b in d ran a th  T ag o re , 
w ho  b e a r s  th e  u n iq u e  d is t in c t io n  
o f  h a v in g  h is  w o rk s  f ig u r in g  as 
th e  a n th e m s  o f  tw o  se p a ra te  c o u n ­
tie s  - In d ia  a n d  B a n g la d e sh  - is 
th e  b e s t e x a m p le .

H e  i s  f o l l o w e d  by  m o d e r n  
G re e c e ’s  n a tio n a l poet. D io n y s io s  
S o lo m o s . w h o se  e is  t in  E le u th e -  
r ia n  ( H y m n  to  L i b e r t y )  is  th e  
n a t io n a l  a n th e m  o f  his c o u n try  a s 
w ell a s  C y p ru s . A t 158 s ta n /a s ,  
it is  a l s o  th e  lo n g e s t in  the  w o rld  
- h o w e v e r, o n  m o s t o f f ic ia l o c c a ­
s io n s , o n ly  th e  f i r s t  tw o  s ta n /a s  
a rc  u se d .

T h e n .  S o v ie t /R u s s i a n  a u th o r  
S e rg ey  V la d im iro v ic h  M ik h a lk o v , 
k now n  fo r  c h i ld r e n ’s p o e try  a n d  
s a t i r i c a l  f a b le s ,  w as  ta s k e d  by  
S ta l in  h im s e l f  to  w ri te  th e  ly r ­
ic s  to  th e  f i r s t  S o v ie t a n th e m  in 
1 9 4 2 , a n d  th e n  w ro  e  a r e v is e d  
v e rs io n  a d o p te d  in  1977. H e  w as 
su b s e q u e n t ly  u rg e d  by P re s id e n t

V la d im ir  P u tin  to  w ri te  th e  new  
R u ss ia n  a n th e m  in 2 0 0 0  - a t  the  
a g e  o f  8 6 . A ll u se d  th e  s a m e  tu n e , 
bu t M ih a lk o v  p ro v e d  h is  e x p e r tis e  
w ith  th e  ly r ic s .

W h ile  th e  f i r s t  S t a l i n -c ra  v e r ­
s io n  h a d  th e  r e f ra in  a s He g lo r i ­
f i e d .  o u r  f r e e  F a th e r la n d . /R e l i ­
a b le  s tr o n g h o l d  o f  th e  p e o p le 's  
fr i e n d s h ip ! /B a n n e r  o f  th e  S o v ie ts , 
th e  b a n n e r  o f  th e  p e o p le ./M a y  it 
l e a d  f r o m  v ic to r y  to  v ic to r y ! , th e  
1977  v e rs io n  c h a n g e d  th e  la s t tw o  
l in e s  to  T he  P a r ty  o f  L e n in  - th e  
s tr e n g th  o f  th e  p e o p le . /L e a d s  u s  
to  th e  tr iu m p h  o f  C o m m u n ism ! . 
T h e  new  R u ss ia n  a n th e m  g o e s : B e  
g lo r i f ie d ,  o u r  f r e e  F a th e r la n d , /  
T h e  a g e - o ld  u n io n  o f  f r a t e r n a l  
p e o p le s . /A n c e s to r - g iv e n  w isd o m  
o f  th e  p e o p le ! /B e  g lo r i f ie d ,  c o u n ­
t r y !  We a re  p r o u d  o f  y o u !

In th e  f i r s t  v e r s io n ,  th e  s e c ­
o n d  s ta n z a  w a s  T h r o u g h  s to rm s , 
th e  s u n  o f  f r e e d o m  s h o n e  o n  u s , /  
A n d  G rea t L e n in  i l l u m in a te d  o u r  
p a th . /S ta l in  ta u g h t  us to  b e  f a i t h ­
f u l  to  th e  p e o p le . /T o  la b o r  a n d  
a c h ie v e m e n ts ,  w e  w e re  in s p i r e d !, 
b u t  th e  n e w  v e rs io n  re m o v e d  th e  
r e f e r e n c e  to  S ta l in  to  m a k e  th e

f in a l  tw o  l in e s :  To a  r ig h te o u s  
c a u se , h e  (L e n in )  r a is e d  ta e  p e o -  
p le /T o  la b o r  a n d  a c h ie v e m e n ts ,  
w it w e re  in s p ir e d !

T o p  A n g o la n  a u th o r  M a n u e l 
R u i A lv e s  M o n te i r o  w ro te  h is  
c o u n t ry 's  A n g o la  A va n te  (O n w a rd  
A n g o la ) ,  w h ile  c lo s e r  to  h o m e . 
N e p a l ’s S a y a u n  T h u n g a  P h u lk a  
w a s  c o m p o s e d  b y  P ra d c c p  K u ­
m a r R a i. a l ia s  B y a k u l M a ila . to  
r e p la c e  th e  ro y a l i s t  a n th e m , and  
th e re  a re  m a n y  o th e r  e x a m p le s .

E v en  w h e n  p o lit ic a l le a d e rs  a re  
in v o lv e d  in  c re a t in g  an  a n th em , it 
tu rn s  o u t th a t th e y  a re  p o e ts  to o . 
o r  o th e rw is e  c u l tu r a l l y  g if te d  - be 
in  A rg e n t in a ’s H im n o  N o c io n a l  
A r g e n t in a ,  w r i t te n  by  po e t a n d  
la w m ak e r  V ic cn tc  L opez  y P lan e s, 
w h o  b r i e f l y  b e c a m e  P r e s id e n t  
o v e r  a d e c a d e  la te r ,  a n d  B urk ina  
F a s o 's  L e  D ita n y e  ( o r  U ne S e u le  
N u i t) ,  w r i tte n  by  th e n  r e v o lu t io n ­
a ry  P r e s id e n t  T h o m a s  S a n k a ra ,  
w h o  w as  a l s o  a n  a c c o m p lis h e d  
j a z z  g u ita r is t .

A nd  th e n , a n th e m s  c a n  be q u ite  
j i n g o i s t i c  - w h i le  F r a n c o 's  L a  
M a rse i lla is e , a f te r  a s k in g  c itiz en s  
to  m o b il is e ,  c a l l s  fo r  Q u  't>n sa n g

im p u r /A b r e u v e  n o s  s i l lo n s !  (L e t  
im p u re  b lo o d /W a te r  o u r  fu r r o w s ) .  
M o re  b lo o d th i r s t y  is  A lg e r i a 's  
K a s s a m a n  (W e  P le d g e ) ,  w h ic h  
te l l s  u s  W hen  w e s p o k e , n o b o d y  
l i s te n e d  to  u s . / S o  w e  h a v e  ta k e n  
th e  n o is e  o f  g u n p o w d e r  a s  o u r  
r h y th m /A n d  th e  s o u n d  o f  m a c h in e  
g u n s  a s  o u r  m e lo d y ..

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e re  w as  
th e  e r s tw h i le  G D R ’s (E a s t  G e r ­
m a n y )  A u fe r s ta n d e n  a u s  R  it inert 
( R is e n  f r o m  R u in s ) ,  w r i t te n  b y  
i ts  C u l tu re  M in is te r  - a n d  p o e t - 
J o h a n n e s  B c c h c r . w h ic h  s tr e s s e d  
th a t L e t  th e  l ig h t  o f  p e a c e  s h in e . /  
s o  th a t  a  m o th e r  n e v e r  a g a i n /  
M o u rn s  h e r  s o n .. .

T h e r e  a r c  m y r ia d  o t h e r  a s ­
p e c ts .  a n d  so m e  c an  b e  fo u n d  in 
M a r s h a l l 's  R e p u b l ic  o r  D e a th :  
T r a v e ls  in  S e a r c h  o f  N a t io n a l  
A n th e m s  ( 2 0 1 5 ) .  a b o u t h is  m u lt i-  
c o n tin e n t o d y sse y  to  b r in g  ou t the  
n a tu re  a n d  h is to ry  o f  th e  so n g s , 
w h ic h  d e s p i te  b e in g  fu n d a m e n ta l 
to  “ n a tio n a l c o n s c io u s n e s s ” , h ave  
h ad  th e  s to r ie s  o f  th e i r  c rc a t io n . 
a d o p tio n , a n d  th e  u s u a l ly  u n lu c k y  
o r  f o r g o t te n  c r e a t o r  r a r e l y ,  i f  
e v e r . to ld .  ( IA N S )

‘S ta r - Gazing’
B y PL A ja i Bhambi Sunday, FEBRUARY 5, 2023

‘Birthday Forocast’
Venus sjjare Mars onyour sot* recum chart «  wil ̂ ve you rrwed results The 
number of your encrrws wfl nci'ease But you wfl face challenges posed by 
themwih Wofcorrtdenoe AsaresiAdueloyourgocdnaajsand kindness 
your opponents wil become your friends. Money and weath Mil keep ccmng. 
Ycu rccme wfl also remain high Ycu wit also carry out rospcnsfclftes towards 
the society tri ks-tfy Yur tusmess wfl also grew by leaps and bounds. You »•* 
havo prcfts You **  rtrran aaue  m your sooal Me New pbtusness o*crs 
wfl come toyou You could be promoted Of elevated in your j * .  Alyoupoifr- 
cal work v*a be ftnatoeJ eas#y and smootNy. There wit be an increase in your 
work pcfenfct and capbifties. Those who are sngte wil g «  marriage oSe*. 
Auspdous functions ml keep taking place.

•This week for you1
A rie s : (March 21 -April 20) You wiihaveawonderto&me You wfl t*skept 

tusyn your work Ybu wil complete ycu task using you inlel- 
igen® You wfl locus ycu cncrgescngeong unfrishod projects 
competed. You wil imp«ove your finaneiaiprospects. Youwfl be 

( O  mee*hglotofn*wpeopteandwibeaWetocomp)»»eyowrt»k.
Yourfa&o come m contact with some ir<crtant person and 
busy n day lo da y act vftcs You gan a W ftcm harVher. You 

v .  wil a i » e « ^  a helpng hand to you Natives. You wfl sharo 
wonderful bonding with your reiatwes'sjbings. You wfl also be 
happy to meet an oldfnend of yous Youwfl also receive some 
pteasant news. The obsacies that you were having m you work 
will ame to an end.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) Ycu enemes wfl not be able to overwhelm you.
Ycu wfl faoe challenges with a lot of confidence YcuwiKcompfete 
your asks with lot of patience and dscreton You wfl also take 

r  firm decisions roganJng your business and work Your financial 
cood»cn wfl aso keep getting beaer YouwtlfuWloblgatonsof 

n p i f  your hnwy. You wfl take tare of the smalestrequrementof you 
IT H  fan^ A sudden prcWom wil ccrfrontvou in ycu work. You wil 

have n/u3i understating wih your coteagues Your wcrk wl get 
dcrwtheeae You wflaisogetapfoasan! news from somewhere 
8y <h nt of hard work you wfl te able to achieve everything You 
damranoe in wcrk reteied erasers wfl cenanue.

G e m ini: (May 22 - Ju n e  21) It is gang »  be a wonderful week Youwfl 
particpaoe n a function. You wtl be happy n the ccrrpany of 
your rjtasves'friends. You wfl have improvement nyour health 
You wfl ojnact you near and dear ones You wil rTcrrttowanis 

\ % m f  aawtfishng your goals n you" work You wdl do you work 
lC  X  with w  of concentration Your object* es wil be achieved. 

M M k  There wfl be an ncrease cI happness n married Ue. Some 
*  new thoughts wil come h you m«-d Youw!il.ketor?rovca 

few thngs « you life. You wfl have monetary ga hs. S&jder«s 
wil g« success n e*amsfrfcrview, The works that you have 
thcuĝ ofwflgetcompleted Youwiltakeanirrpcrtantdocjsicn 
m busness rraaers wtfi your wisdom

Ca nce r: (June 22 - Ju ly 22) There wfl be an increase in you domestic 
envrcnmem You wfl Heei more energetic and powerful m the 
maae  ̂of peccte to peopte ccrtxt You w* also do each work 
with Msincerty. hard wok and lot of responsMty You resuts 
wil ccmecn expected ines Ypu wfl bcusyouaaertcncnIUure 
g»Ss There are possibles of a change of jotvbusmess You 
wil welcome guests at your home There wfl be prof* m your 
tush»s and you self oxftJence wfl gabocslod There are 
strong chances of gains m busjnes&trofe$s«on You wfl have 
money in your hand You will do noble deeds and he<p a lot <* 
pec**5 Your enerrics and opponents will get defeated

L e o : (July 23 • August 23) Bamng some problems youwil have a favorable 
wee*. You wfl er-joy yourself and wfl also work with lotofdedka- 
ton V u  job wfl be stable. New cortacts wfl gwe you wonder  ̂
res îi You will make 9ood progress m you tosmess. Some 

-a. auspiuousfunctonwiJ be celebrated r  your famfy Youwflbuy
newiDmsfcryouhouse YcuwflhawgoodsooaiorpfoSesswal 
contass wfoch wil rrake you teel prouS You will develop bewr 

J J  j j  skik & mfluenoe people You wfl enjoy worm retatienshp with 
your farmer. Ycuspouse wfl work m ctoseand smooth tandem 
with yu Your mental tension wfl get over You will get cred* tor 
your achievements Students will perform wefl

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22) Your francai position wil get con- 
sotdaed You win tea a lot more sea/e. You wfl promoted 

( 1 /  >nyarjobaswel Your business too wfl run smooth)/ Studonts 
H F  wildcwe»nexams'inierv*ws.Youwflptantor*h<»washand 
J § C ^ /  mtencr deccratcn of you house. You wil ennch you knowledge.

You wil try to team something new and implement the same m 
you wok The tide wil be favorable for yo; Mxi wfl get ful 
cooperation of your ctose ones You will aiso u y  a new veftde/ 
property H usband and wiie wfl share wonderful bondng Those 
n nwda pones and sports wfl dowel Your W ! up money wfl 
be realized You wil keepyourdaily routine organized 

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) Youwil love K onjjy al mjjerial 
pleasures that you can a ford easiy You w* have money on 
you hands You wil spend fberaly to buy clothes, ctoctronc 
eems. jeweliary and househoU goods You vfl also do wel m 
you pb A V  settng your targ« you wil I wort very methodical 
to achieve it. You wfl aiso Wng aboit a change n  you way of 
thrtcing and doing thngs You wil work vcty pcaoeMy. Your 
creatrre talent would be on the peak You vrt aSieve a lot and 
wfl remain popular You wilfinbh you work witi greaterttwsasm 
and later on you wfl enjoy its benefes. You wl eryiy wondeAi 
bonding w<h your life partner

tfly merrfcers wfl give you W of satisfaction You wfl be ful 
of onergy You wildo your job effoertJy Ycwwfl be onoe again 
be ful o< se» confdence and courage and tope wil tow You 
wfl have wonderW bendng wtf\ your life partner. Love mafcs 
wfl haws a wonderful ur» You wfl also attenj scms partyrtunc- 
tion You wfl also gve time to you famiy and friends You wfl 
also take a b3e break frem work and pten to travel abroad with 
famiy for vacations.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)lt«go»nj tobeawondertU 
week. Your eftrts wfl tringm bt of money ^iu wfl make good 
progress n you job You wil have gams in business. You wfl 
eboreoewetovafromtomi^mombeo Yew wd get r«w bu!*n©» 
orders that will be pra'table. A change of pten according to time 
w flbegxd You wfl get of appreciaton fom other for work 
done by you. Seengycu work being prase by ahersyou bosses 
wfl be happy and you wfl get premised You need to keep your 
rrpoitant dxuments read/ n case ol urgen need Peo&e wfl 
be asacled to you bccause of you strong personalty, Ybu wfl 
get full support from the offoals.

ofjoy Results of student's enamnatcns wfl be (awabte 
irposstiewflbcmadepossibte Ycuirrag»wflboposftve 
Youwfl be W  of entusasm. You wilorgarva your house and 
offoe in a proper manner and your desire to T>e« people wfl 
be very sirorg You wil be capable of fintshnj you job alone 
You wil get the Nessngs cf eiders You wil 9*  happiness in 
mantal relations. You wfl i/derstand the teelngs and aspira­
tions d  your partner wei

Aquarius: (January 21 -February 18) You wil discharge your respon- 
sitfltes very wel. You wfl aiso erjoy you wo«k You wil spervj 
quaity ame with your family and wfl have wonderful tme 
You mJ estabteh a baterce bee*een your w*rk and ac&v&es 
to pertecticn You win be futy syr^hetc u you chldren's 

•  asp«tcns and also try to Wfl them You wl haw monetary 
m b  gains You wfl also bo the reopient of a large sum ofnwney 

■ Yourpros(erc/.name.fameandsjafluswiilrts<.Youv\-Jrecetve 
"  cosUy grfts You mqht get irrrted to party or tincicn You wil

stck to you work and your persons agenda Youneedtobe

Pisces : (February 19 • March 20) These are good cays Ycu wil dj 
ycudaiytfues peaoeWlyand suocessA% You wfl have no 
shortage of funds You marital He wil be blessed Newtywed 
cccpfes wfl understand the feeing d  each other wel Your 
travels wfl be suMessW Your works that you had ptarned 
nfl get corrpieied. You wfl be abo<e dcuMand not lack n 
<Jctcm*>»tiyi V»u w« not bo oI roifowWtiM Yoj 
wfl have great understanding with ycu Me partner. You wil be 
able to estabteh a proper babreo beftwen yo* work and fam­
iy. There are sirong chances ot imprcwemenl n your financial 

___________ position You wfl also plan to start anew tusness._______

Colonial sentim ents rule in 
Indian mines: Amitav Ghosh

r ------------------------------------------------ \

A n e x p lo i ta t iv e  e co n o m y  in  a l l  i ts  r u th le s s  
f a c c t s  w a s  th e  h a l lm a rk  o f  c o lo n ia l i s m  
a c ro s s  th e  g lo b e  in  th e  e a r l i e r  c e n tu r ie s ,  
an d  th e  sam e  e c o n o m ic s  c o n tin u e s  to  ru le  in the  

m in e ra l- r ic h  m in e s  o f  Jh a rk h a n d  and  O d is h a . sa id  
ren o w n ed  w ri te r  a n d  J n a n p ith  A w ard w in n e r  A m ita v  
G h o sh . H e sa id  th is  w h ile  s p e a k in g  a t th e  M ath - 
ru b h u m i In te rn a tio n a l  F e s tiv a l o f  L e t te rs  (M I)IF L ) 
th a t h a s  o p e n e d  he re .

( ih o s h ,  w h o  fo r  a b r ie f  p e r io d ,  w as  a fa c u lty  a t 
t h e  p r e s t ig io u s  C e n tr e  fo r  D e v e lo p m e n t S tu d ie s  
h e re  sa id  re so u rc e s  h a v e  b e co m e  th e  b a n c  o f  p eop le  
a s  th e i r  n a tiv e  la n d  c o m e s  in to  th e  c ro s s h a i r  o f  
e x p lo ita t iv e  e co n o m y .

"T h e  u ran iu m  m in e s  o f  Jh a rk h a n d  a re  now  b e in g  
e x p lo ite d  by m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  a t th e  c o s t o f  a ll 
th e  lo ca l p e o p le  w h o se  liv e s  a rc  e s s e n t ia l ly  do o m e d  
b e c a u s e  o f  th e  re s o u rc e s  th e y  o n c e  h ad . A n o th e r  
g o o d  e x a m p le  is  N iy a m g ir i in O d ish a . It is  s a c red  
m o u n ta in s  fo r  th e  A d iv a s is  o f  th e  r e g io n , bu t they  
h a v e  b e en  th ro w n  o f f  th e i r  la n d  a n d  th e i r  la n d  has 
b e e n  s e iz e d  by m in in g  c o m p a n ie s ,”  sa id  G h o sh .

P r e s e n t in g  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  h is  b o o k .  The  
N u tm e g  C u rs e ,  to  e x p la in  h is  c o n c e rn , he  s a id  the 
1 ,621 m a s s a c re  o f  th e  n a tiv e  p e o p le  in  th e  B anda  
I s la n d s  w as  c a r r i e d  o u t  to  c o n tro l  th e  t r a d e  o f  
n u tm e g , w h ich  w as  a p r ic e d  ite m  and  g re w  o n ly  in 
th a t re g io n  d u e  to  s o il  f e r t i l i ty  c au se d  b y  v o lc an ic  
a c t iv i ty . T h is  la te r  on  a ls o  led  to  s la v e ry  o f  p e o p le  
a n d  m any  w e re  ta k en  fro m  so u th  In d ia  to  w o rk  in 
n u tm e g  p la n ta t io n s  in B a n d a .

H is to ry  i s  r e p le te  w ith  su c h  in s t a n c e s  w h e re  
p e o p le  and n a tu re  b e ca m e  e x p e n d a b le  b e fo re  c o m ­
m erc ia l in te re s ts . I raq  an d  L ib y a  w ere  m o re  m odern  
rec en t e x am p le s  o f  s u c h  “ c x t ra c t iv is t  e c o n o m ic s ” , 
h e  sa id .

“ F o r tu n a te ly  fo r  a few  y e a rs  in  I n d ia , w e  w e re  
a b le  to  hold c x tra c t iv is m  a t  b ay . b u t n o w  th is  cx - 
tra c tiv ism  is  a b s o lu te ly  ra m p a n t. It h a s  b e co m e  th e  
d o m in a n  m o d e l in  th e  In d ian  e c o n o m y .”  G h o sh  
sa id .

T h is  is an  e x p lo ita t iv e  th in k in g  th a t is  r o o te d  in 
th e  17th  c e n tu ry  E u ro p ea n  o u tlo o k  th a t  e a r th  is  a 
d e ad , c lo ck w o rk  m a ch in e ry  tha t can  be m a n ip u la ted  
in  a n y  w ay. T he o p p o s it io n  a g a in s t  th is  w a s  s tro n g  
e v e n  in  E u ro p e  a s  p e o p le  w h o  r e g a rd e d  la n d  a s  
s a c red  fo u g h t th is . W om en w e re  in th e  fo re fro n t o f  
th is  figh t a n d  th e  w itc h -h u n t a g a in s t  th em  is  ro o ted  
in  th is  c o n fro n ta tio n , he  e x p la in e d .

H is to r ia n s  re ly  on  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  n a r r a t io n s  bu t 
e lem e n ts  o f  n a tu re  lik e  a t r e e , m o u n ta in  o r  v o lc an o  
ra r e ly  a re  a c to rs  in  th e s e  d o c u m e n ta r ie s . B u t th e  
ro le  th e y  p la y e d  in th e  h is to ry  o f  h u m a n k in d  is  
d e c is iv e ,  h e  p o in te d  o u t. T h e  g lo b a l  e l i t e ,  w ho  
sh a p e  the w o rld , c o n s id e r  n o n -h u m an  e n t i t ie s  a s  
in e r t  fo rm s.

T h is  i» a n  a p p ro a c h  in  w h ic h  a c o lo n is e r  u se s  h u ­
m an  an d  n o n -h u m an  b e in g s  a s  re s o u rc e s  to  b e  used  
a s  s la v e s  a n d  c o m m o d it ie s . “ T h is  e n tire  c o n tin u u m  
w as  a ls o  b e lie v e d  to  b e  su b jc c t  to  th e  n a tio n a l law s 
th a t c o n d em n s  c e r ta in  s p e c ie s  to  e x tin c t io n  a n d  
e x te rm in a tio n .”  h e  a d d e d . ( IA N S )
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Conrad Sangma’s green 
Chief Minister image battered

“Reach fo r  it. Push yourselfas fa r  as you can. ”
_________________—  C hrista  McAuliffe

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
»l No:t.XV No.175 SHH-I.OSG. MONDAY. PMWl'AWV «s SOW

Saving the girl child
C H ILD  m arriage, adm ittedly, is am ong the 
worst curses cn children o f  both the sexes and 
more starkly on the lives o f  girls. India, overall, 
has nearly 2.5 crore child brides -  m ostly teen­
agers -  these forming one-third o f  the 'world 
total' as per UN estim ates. W hile the problem 
is not restricted to one state. A ssam  reportedly 
has the worst case-scenario. The state has the 
highest maternal m ortality rate and the third 
highest infanl m ortality  rate, both believed 
linked to child/teenage marriages. G iven the 
present context, it was logical for the govern­
ment to act and put things in order. However, 
rather than going about in a systematic m anner 
and starting with a sufficiently long term o f  
awareness campaign, ch ie f minister. Himanta 
Biswa Sarm a chose to take the bull by its horns 
in a ham-handed manner. The arrests and filing 
o f  FIRs on thousands o f  men fathers o f  the 
girls and husbands in recent days have caused 
agony and pul fear in the minds o f  such fami­
lies. Such a style o f  governance docs not augur 
well for the democratic system. A law  that was 
virtually left in cold storage despite periodic 
am endments was naturally taken for granted by 
the people, the poor, the less-informed tribals 
and illiterate Muslims.

It is well-appreciated that one has to start the 
process o f  setting a wrong right at som e point 
o f  time. Such a strong governmental response 
was long overdue but successive national and 
state governments slept over the matter. Even 
today, other slates are reticent about wielding 
the stick against those prom oting this highly 
condem nable system. The Assam government 
deserves praise for its action even though the 
abrupt manner it chose to go 'ham m er and tongs' 
at the law-violators vis-a-vis child m arriages is 
both objectionable and disturbing to the civilized 
mind. At the same time, since the BJP is Riling 
Assam, the politics involved in the present o f­
fensive is not lost sight of. Poor Muslims, as 
also tribal com m unities, showed a tendency 
to m arry o ff  their girls in their childhood or in 
adolescence both as part o f  their custom s and 
to escape from the responsibility o f  safe upkeep 
o f  their girls at hom e for longer periods. Among 
tribal communities especially, with less security 
at hom e, the idea was also  to avoid teenage 
pregnancy o f  unmarried girls. Muslims arc a l­
legedly procreating with " the m ore the m errier" 
attitude out o fa  religious frenzy to increase their 
population and emerge as the single largest faith 
in India. I f  so, the resultant explosion in the na­
tion 's population and its ill effects in the long 
term can be imagined only with a shudder.

Deceptions in plenty in 
the union budget 2023-24

Allocations are 
disturbingly 

against equity
By Dr. Gyati Pathak

Not NPP alone 
please

Editor,
A p ro p o s  o f  ihc  le tte r  

"NPP: A n ensemble o f  e n ­
tertainers w e don't need at 
a l l "  by P rof Lakhon Km a, 
(ST Feb 3. 2023], it would 
be  more appropriate i f  the 
e n t ir e  M D A  c o m p ris in g  
the U D P and  the H SPD P 
arc  c lubbed alongside. The 
BJP w as lucky not to swim 
w ith  N PP since  day  one. 
The only matter o f concern 
is that while they knew that 
Conrad Sangma only needed 
them  to get the attention o f  
Prime M inister Modi, they 
still played along The NPP 
was trying to get the national 
pa rty  ta g  dcsp iic  h av ing  
only one NPP M Pin the 540 
strong house. The BJP-NPP 
divorce cam e too late. Even 
with the fearful ’vriting on 
the wall w hen the Assembly 
dom e collapsed m absence 
o f  any seismic disturbance, 
the BJP still swam with NPP. 
despite getting in return no 
respect o r  gratitude  a t a ll 
from  CM  Conrad Sangma 
in the last 5 years

We w ho  w ere th e re  in 
front o f  the  Stale C entral 
library on that counting day 
and  w ho escortcd  M r H S 
Shylla  hom e to b ring  the 
3 H ags had  w itnessed  a ll 
events. INC wits invincible 
then but sadly the 2 flags still 
a liv e , indulged  in uniting
before e lection to splitting 
a f te r  the  sw earing  in. In 
2018 it advantaged the NPP

versus Congress though the 
latter had a larger mandate. 
Had they c lubbed with the 
Congress M eghalaya won't 
be a s it is today w ith the state 
hanging by a thread.

The behaviour o f  these re­
gional parties had compelled 
the  Congress government at 
the centre to pass the Anti 
D efec tio n  Law' b u t w ith  
disgruntled elem ents inside, 
there w as a tim e w hen even 
an  Independent M LA  had 
becom e C h ie f  M in ister o f  
the state! Henceforth Inde­
pendent M LA s became very 
costly  in the  horse trading 
market a week before swear­
ing in and lucrative portfo­
lios like  Pow er and  PW D  
w ould go  to  them.

From 2018 to  2023. the 
UDP & HSPDP both lovers 
o f  the Jaidbynricw (die indig­
enous people) d id  not stand 
up against CAA. They were 
least interested about lending 
support to  CM Conrad Sang­
ma when he and a few Assam 
NPP leaders flew to Delhi to 
protest against it. And quite 
amusingly they did not know 
that Agatha Sangma in the 
w inter session o f  2019 had 
voted for the CAA. W hereas 
university students in Delhi 
fought heart and soul and had 
to  face tcargas in the fight 
against CA A . in Meghalaya 
w e d id  not bother until it 
reached a dead end.

T he border areas o f  Mai- 
khuli and Philingkata w ere 
surrendered to Assam despite 
them being very much part o f  
M eghalaya. T he Sh illong  
Times o f  2019 A pril 11 says. 
" It m ay b e  seen  how  the

W hen Conrad K Sangma 
assum ed office  Five years 
ago. he w as very concerned 
w ith conserv ing  the  en v i­
ronm ent. He d id  show his 
concern about ‘green’ issues 
and a lso  launched projects 
and program s which aimed 
at the protection o f  the en­
vironment. In fact in the five 
years that he has been the 
C hief M inister o f  the state, 
he has announced an attrac­
tive environm ent programs 
w ith ca tchy  nam es which 
unfortunately are  good  on 
paper only. M any o f  these 
p rogram s launched by  the  
government end up as mere 
rhetoric by the C h ief M in­
ister.

Not w alk ing  the  ta lk
In June 2018 C hief M inis­

ter Conrad Sangma launched 
a fancy program that was part 
o f  the fit India m ovement. 
After attending the Fit India 
Movement at Yojana Bhavan 
as a m ark  o f  sta rtin g  the 
movement in the state, the 
CM w alked from hisoflicial 
residence at Polo to h is of­
fice in the State Secretariat. 
The CM said that he would 
undertake *w2w* (w alk to 
w o rk )  e v e ry  W ednesday . 
Intending to achieve a ‘fit 
M eghalaya ’ the  CM even  
appealed to the people o f  the 
state to take the "healthy step’ 
and make it a habit to walk 
to  w ork. Sangma also added 
that due  to the growing con­
cern about global wanning, 
people cou ld  cut dow n on 
toxic carbon dioxide em is­
sions by walking to work and 
also save money by cutting 
dow n on fuel expenditu re  
besides reducing congestion 
on Shillong roads. He even 
suggested that people can 
take shortcuts to their offices 
or schools and made a  clarion 
call to the people to take up 
the  c h a lle n g e  o f  w alk ing  
instead o f  d riving to work. 
Sangma also said that many 
o f  the youths w ere physically 
active but the problem lay in 
people’s daily  lives w here 
they forget abo u t stay ing  
healthy. That the program 
w as  d e s tin e d  to  fa il w as 
obvious from  the fact that 
while the CM w as walking 
to the Secretariat from his 
official residence, none o f  
h is C abinet M inisters w as 
around to  accom pany him. 
Not surprisingly the walk to 
the office became a  one-day 
affair and the CM too conve­
niently forgot his promise the 
very next week as  he drove 
to  the Secretariat.

T he Failed 1 Million 
Trees C am paign

A nother o f  the  govern­
ment’s programs on the en­
vironm ent w as the million 
trees cam paign which w as

powerful government o f  As­
sam  took over the schools, 
die cultivated lands and even 
graveyards and then  they  
threatened and kidnapped an 
85 year old man w ho is still 
alive  today a t 87. Regard­
ing the  graveyard the case 
is  pending in the Supreme 
Court." At the time Prestone 
T yn so n g  c o n so le d  u s  by 
stating that A ssam has given 
the puny M aikhuli lake. We 
M eghalayans are duped to 
devastation.

Flated by the first MoU 
signed between A ssam  and 
Meghalaya in the presence o f  
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
the M odi governm ent now 
boasts o f  resolving the bor­
de r sta lem ate  betw een the 
tw o states. Before the sec­
ond  M oU could be signed 
Mukroh happened as i f  by a 
stroke o f  fate. Although Rs 
5 lakh w as given to  families 
o f  the injured by the Assam 
G overnm en t bu t a m onth 
la ter A ssam  had s treng th ­
en ed  th e  M ukroh  p o lic e  
outpost while all the lovers 
o f  the Ja idbyn riew  a re  in 
deep deep slumber. Thus. Rs 
5 lakh was o f  no value at all 
if  land is forfeited.

Then comes A mit Shah’s 
o b se ss io n  w ith  H indi a s 
the national language. This 
too  w as endo rsed  by CM  
Conrad Sangma and Hindi 
is now  com pulsory  up to 
C lass 10. H is reasoning is 
that it boosts employment. 
Why docs he  not understand 
that for M BO SE it w ould 
prove disastrous. CBSH and 
ICSH already have Hindi but 
our M BOSE students would

a lso  pa rt o f  th is  g o v e rn ­
m e n t 's  e n v iro n m en t day  
celebration. In ju n c2 0 l9 . the 
MDA government launched 
a 1.5 million trees campaign 
in the en tire  state. D uring 
the World Environment Day 
celebration, tie  government 
claim ed that t had planted 
I.000saplingsin460 villages 
across the 46 Com munity & 
Rural Development blocks. 
T h e  gove rn m e n t th rough  
this program eallcd the ’one 
citizen one  tiee’ cam paign 
also claim ed that a million 
saplings w crcplantcd in 306 
spring sheds and catchment 
areas across the state. It w as 
also  c laim ed tha t this is  a 
record o f  sons considering 
that such a n a ss  campaign 
has never been a ttem p ted  
in the past. T ie  goal w as to

plant one m illon  saplings in 
com m em oration  o f  W orld 
Environment Day that year.

It w as reported  by  the 
press that the :rec plantation 
was under thesupervision o f  
the state 's Soil& W ater Con­
se rvation  D epartm ent and  
was organized in collabora­
tion with the National Bank 
fo r A griculture and  Rural 
D evelopm ents (NABARD) 
regional oflice in  Shillong. 
It w as also reported that this 
w as pa rt o f  the p roject on 
sp ring -shed  developm ent, 
funded under the  National 
Adaptation Find forClim ate 
Change (NAFCC). The proj­
ect w as part o f  the initiative 
to protect vuli'crablc springs 
and rejuvenate their catch­
m en ts  o r  recharge  a re as, 
w hich cost t ie  exchequer 
Rs 4 .11 crorc. T he project 
was an afforestation measure 
which w as in sync with the

w aste the ir  years learning 
Hindi, lie  needs to know that 
for academic excellence in 
India or abroad English is a 
must. T he Union Education 
M inister Ramcsh Pohkriyal 
Nishank has nnked MBOSE 
2nd from  the bo ttom  with 
B ihar be ing  the  la s t. On 
this issue too, the UDP and 
H SPD P d id  no t raise  any  
objections.

On pastors and church 
elders, the less said the bet­
ter. The saying. "M any use 
re lig io n  a s  the c lo a k  fo r 
their vices" is very true o f  
o u r  S ta te  h iv in g  tw o  o f  
the  m ost populous C h ris ­
tian denominations. Look at 
West Jaintia H ills w here 3 
churches received freebies 
o f  cements, a s h  and a 4 km 
bitum inous load. A nd that 
a particular candidate dare 
not contest simply on his/her 
non-popuIou< denomination 
exposes that secular values 
and essence o f  religious be­
liefs are hca\ily  diluted.

In M c g lu iaya  freeb ies  
have been w aiton ly  distrib­
u ted for more than a year 
now and one candidate even 
has vidcographic evidence 
bu t tha t fa il:d  to  p rove  a 
point as the model code o f  
conduct was aot yet in place. 
A nd no w  with th e  M DA 
bu rn ing  the m idn igh t o il 
and trying to  make good the 
promises made 4 years ago 
in 5 months with foundation 
s to n e s  e rected  r ig h t, le ft 
and centre, the electorate is 
confused. Even a highway 
directed by th : High Court to 
be completed within a stipu­
lated tim e n ight not meet

year 's  W orld Environm ent 
Day theme on a ir pollution. 
It also envisages addressing 
the challenges and  threa ts 
to  the springs o f  the  state 
which are sources o f  water 
and ensuring sustained yield 
and  availability, especially  
during the lean dry months. 
T h e  D e p a r tm e n t 's  s ta te ­
ment says that the initiative 
o f  planting a m illion trees 
will help in rejuvenating the 
catchm ents o f  these springs 
and in im proving w ater d is­
charge from such  springs. 
T he C h ief M inister then also 
proudly tw eeted about the 
s ta te 's achievem ent, which 
he claim ed w as a record o f  
sorts. But the million dollar 
question is - How many o f  
these saplings have survived? 
A lso i f  the Department has

com m itted  the grave  error 
o f  planting tree species that 
are not endem ic to the area 
the whole process would do 
more harm  than good to the 
environment.

T he C h ief M inister and  
his jo u rney  o n  an EV 
To the delight o f  die peo­

ple o f  the State, in August 
2019, CM  Conrad Sangm a 
announced that his office has 
bought an Electric Vehicle, 
and  on  the sam e  day . he 
also said he will be using an 
electric vehicle ( EV) to  com ­
mute to  his oflice in o rder to 
reduce dependence on fossil 
fuels and to  ensure the low 
carbon  em ission  from  his 
vehicle. The CM  asked other 
departm ents and citizcns to 
start using EV s because he 
believes that it is one  step 
tow ards going green and to 
ensure that the citizens o f  the 
state do  their part to protect

the deadline. This in short is 
mis-govem ance in  M egha­
laya. And the NPP wants to 
have a second tenure!

Yours etc..
J.C W ahlang 

Via email

Bollywood 
dances during 
Chhath puja
Editor,
Apropos o f  the eye-open­

ing letter by Usha K akoti, 
“Stop noise, drinks and vul­
garity during puja" (ST Janu­
ary 30,2023), I also w ish to 
share my view's on how some 
o f  ou r youths struggled to 
stop  Bollyw ood dances in 
certain Chhath Puja venues 
in  the tow n in 2022. T his 
practice has been going on 
for some years. I think the 
Puja organizers do not know 
what is  devotion to  G od and 
what is enjoyment. It is in­
deed a  matter o f  shame that 
the tw o are mixed up.

Chhath festival is  ded i­
cated to the worship o f  the 
Sun G od and his wife Usha 
(dawn). T his festival is ob­
served to  express gratitude 
for supporting various natu­
ral phenomena and objects 
like rivers, oceans, hills, and 
mountains on this earth. We 
seek the blessings o f  the Sun 
God for harmony in the uni­
verse. To express devotion 
to  the Sun G od. it is rccom- 
mended to observe complete 
fasting. M any fast for four 
days w ith two days without

the  environm ent and reduce 
die impact o f  fossil fuels in 
global w anning and climate 
change.

The question w e need to 
ask today is w hether the CM 
has lived up to his promise. 
U nfortunately, a ll o f  C on ­
rad Sangm a’s promises arc 
em pty rhctoric as he has not 
followed them up with a c ­
tion. He is  rarely seen riding 
in his electric car.

Ille g al m in in g  o f  coal 
continues a s I write this col­
umn. It casts a (kirk shadow 
on the C M s  ’G reen image’ 
p roclam ation . D espite the 
cou rt's  intervention, illegal 
m ining and  transporta tion  
o f  coal continues unabated. 
If  one visits the coal mining 
areas, one  would see  fresh 
coal co llec ted  a t d ifferen t 
locations which only testi­
fies to the fact that the MDA 
Government under Conrad 
Sangm a is no t se rio u s in 
stopping illegal mining and 
transportation o f  coal from 
the state.

The o ther question  that 
p e o p le  r a is e  is . how  can 
the CM  talk about reducing 
carbon em issions when he is 
still followed by a large cav­
alcade o f  care? And why buy 
an electric vehicle tha t's ly­
ing idle? But even if  he uses 
the EV. how can the CM re­
duce carbon emissions when 
he is still using a  convoy o f  
cars to  follow him?

Hence the  carefully cu lti­
vated 'green im age' proposed 
by som e consultants perhaps 
has burst like a bubble. That 
green image canic crashing 
like an avalanche w hen in 
the few  months before the 
elections the CM w as seen 
using a chopper to fly across 
the sta te  to  inaugurate and 
lay the  foundation stones 
o f  d ifferen t pro jec ts. O ne 
wonders how much carbon 
footprints the CM has let oflf 
into the  a tm osphere , apart 
from the dust that still coats 
trees and other objects. Is the 
Department o f  Environment 
and Forests m easuring the 
carbon footprints these last 
few m onths that he w as busy 
inaugurating and launching 
projects?

Conrad  Sangm a is also 
the star cam paigner for his 
party hence the carbon foot­
prints would also increase by 
leaps and bounds because he 
also has to use die chopper to 
campaign for h is party.

In the  last five years, the 
CM  had made many prom­
ises to  p rotect the environ­
ment and help in trying to 
control climate changc. but 
it is for the w ise people o f  
the State to  say if  their C hief 
Minister has lived up to his 
promises.

water. Devotees stand inside 
rivers for several hours and 
offer prayers to the Sun. This 
is know n as ‘tapasya.* It is 
through such sacrificc and 
penance that G od blesses us; 
not by Bollywood dances.

Peop le  w ho  be lieve  in 
en terta in m e n t m ay en joy  
dance and alcohol at birthday 
o r marriage parties o r New 
Year's eve but not on sacred 
days connected with the wor­
ship o f  gods and goddesses. 
It is a  grave sin a s per die 
holy books.

T h e re fo re , w h o so ev e r 
allow s such vulgar dances 
and songs during Durga Puja 
and  o th e r sacred festivals 
have a w rong understand­
ing o f  religion. They have 
not read  the  ho ly  books. 
Such people should not be 
perm itted to  organize puja 
o f  any kind. T his nonsense 
should be stopped in soci­
ety. I completely agree with 
Usha Kakoti that whatever 
is happening in G od’s name 
is a direct INSULT to God 
and against ou r holy books. 
It shou ld  be condem ned . 
K udos to Salil G cw aii for 
raising this genuine issue and 
opening everyone’s eyes. I 
look forward to reading more 
inspiring letters from him.

Yours etc..
Dccpak Shah & 

Sanjay Yadav.
Via email 

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te r s  
appearing on this page arc 
(he view s o f  the w riters/
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

The Union Budget 2023- 
24 is deceptive. T he very 
p resu m p .io n s o f  revenue  
and  grow th a re  o v e re s ti­
m ated. prom ises m ade are 
too  high ,o be realized, a l­
locations m ade a re  inequi­
table fo rdiftercnt sectors as 
w ell a s  social g roups, and 
the higher a llocations m ade 
for certain sectors are  being 
encrgctici I ly overplayed.

I f  th e  In d ia n  E c o n o ­
m y is sel to  have a  low er 
g row th  rate in  2023-24 as 
p e r  a ll  the n a tio n a l and  
international au thoritative  
estim ates, a ll the big talks 
about the budget provisions 
are  on ly  efforts to  deceive 
the people in the backdrop
o f  th«* a la rm in g  g ro u n d  
rea litie s  a nd  ine ffic iency  
an d  in su ffic ien c y  o f  the  
last full budget o f  the M odi 
gove rn m e n t b e fo re  G en ­
era l Elcciion 2024 .V ulner­
ab le  sections o f  the society 
w ould finJ them selves even 
m ore  vulnerable w ith less 
a l lo c a tio n s  in  rea l te rm  
ad ju sted  w ith high prices 
and  inflation.

T h e  d e c e p tio n  b e g in s 
w ith  a  p re s u m p tio n  o f  
the N onvnal G D P  for BE 
2023-2024  tha t has been 
projcc tcdat Rs 3 .0 1.75.065 
c ro r c  a s su m in g  10.5 %  
g ro w th  ove r the  e s tim a t­
e d  N o n v n a l G D P  o f  Rs 
2.73.07.751 crore a s  per the 
First A dvance E stim ates o f  
FY 2022-23.

T h e  p re s u m p tio n  o f  
grow th rate o f  10.5 per cent 
o f  the  G D P for 2023-24 on 
w hich  a ll die revenues and 
expenditure  w ould  rest is 
qu ite  m is lead ing . O E C D  
has projec ted  the  g row th  
ra te  to  decline to  5 .7  per 
cen t in 2023. and  a ll o the r 
international agencies have 
cu t their earlier grow th e sti­
mate:, and put it in the range 
o f 6.5-7 percen t.

Even the Econom ic S ur­
vey  2022-23 has projected 
a  baseline G D P  grow th o f  
6 .5  pe rcen t for 2023-24 in 
real terms, w hich it claim ed 
broad ly  com parable to  die 
estim ates provided by m ul­
tila te ra l agenc ies such  a s 
the World Bank. the IMF. 
and  the ADB. and  by RBI. 
T h e  a c tu a l o u tc o m e  for 
real G D P grow th , it says, 
w il l  p ro b ab ly  lie  in  the  
range o f  6 to 6 .8  per cent, 
depending on the trajectory 
o f  econom ic and  political 
developm ents globally.

It clearly indicates that 
Ind ia 's  growth rate for the 
year 202j -24 has been over 
estim ated  to b ring  bigger 
f ig u re s  o n ly  to  im p re ss  
the people o f  India, and  to 
sh o w  that b ig g e r  a llo c a ­
tions h a w  been m ade that 
would push the grow th m o ­
m entum  further w hen it has 
been p ro ec tcd  to actually  
declin e  n u c h  below  than 
the assum ed 10.5 per ccn t 
to  around 6  per ccn t o r even 
less w ith dow nside  risks.

It should be noted  that 
a n n u a l n o m in a l g ro w th  
potential o f  India has been 
cstim alcc to  be  around  10 
to  12 per cen t on  average 
in the c a n in g  years, with 
th e  c o n d itio n  th a t f isca l 
param eters w ill con tinue  to 
im prove. It w as one  o f  the 
assertions o f  the E conom ic 
Survey 2023-23.

It se cn e d  that the  Bud­
get 2023-24 has taken into 
considera tion  th is  po te n ­
tial rather than the actual 
ground reality. G overnm ent 
had  done the  sam e  th ing  
in  assum ing G D P for BE 
2022-2023  a nd  p ro jec ted  
it a t R s 2 5 8 0 0 0 0 0  c ro rc  
a ssu m in g  11.1%  g ro w th  
o v e r  th e  e s tim a te d  G D P  
o f  Rs 23214703 c rore  for 
2021-2022 (RE).

Econom ic Survey 2022- 
23 has now  estim ated e co ­
nom ic  grow th o f  the c o u n ­
try  fo r the c u rren t fiscal 
a t 7 per sent o f  the GDP, 
a s  against the budget prc- 
sum p tiono f 11.1 pe rcen t o f  
growth. It show s the decep­
tion o f  g iving b ig  picture 
and  realising m uch less.

D igging d e ep  in to  the 
data, is even m ore puzzling. 
T h e  First a d v an c ed  e s ti­
m ate for the  year 2022-23

show s the  estim ated G D P 
a t Rs 2 .73 .07 ,751 crorc. as 
against the budget estim ate 
o f  Rs 25800000  c ro re . It 
show s a n  increase o f  G D P 
a t 15.4 p e r  c c n t. H ow  it 
c o m e  th a t the  E conom ic  
S u rv e y  2 0 2 2 -2 3  pu t the  
G D P  grow th  rate  for the 
current fiscal at on ly  7 per 
ccn t?  T here  a re  obviously 
m uch  m ore  co n cealed  in 
th e  d e c e p tiv e  a nd  u n e x ­
p la ined  d a ta . E ven  th e  7 
pe r ccn t G D P  grow th  for 
the  cu rren t fiscal is  highly 
doubtful w hen it is sliding 
qua rte r  a fte r  quarter.

T his m akes no t on ly  the 
G D P  data  d ubious but also 
u n a c h ic v a b ly  h ig h e r  a s ­
sum ption  o f  g row th p m li is
the  revenue projec tion un- 
r e a lis tic a lly  h igh  on  the  
b a sis  o f  w hich  h ighe r a l­
locations a re  show n.

Reduction in social sec­
to r a llocation in real tem is 
a d ju sted  to  the  price  rise 
a n d  in f la tio n  e sp e c ia l ly  
in health , ed u ca tio n , and  
e m p lo y m e n t s h o w s  th e  
g e n e ra l in te n tio n  o f  the  
g o v e rn m e n t in v e ry  bad  
ligh t, since  the  sufferings 
o f  the com m on people has 
been ju s t ignored.

B u d g e t  2 0 2 3 - 2 4  f o ­
cussed  providing b ig  m on­
ey  to  a  se lec t few through 
privatisa tion , investm ent, 
d isinvestm ent, financial in ­
cen tives. and  e ven through 
capex  o r b ig  investm ent in 
infrastructure. It w ould be 
c lear i f  one com pares social 
sccto r a llocations and  pro­
v isions w ith  o the r sectors 
tha t create  b ig  profit for the 
g o v ernm en t, the ir  favou­
rites. and  o fficia ls, e ither 
legal o r  illegal in  the  form  
o f  cu t a nd  c o m m issio n s. 
In eq u itab le  a llo ca tio n  o f  
funds is seen  everyw here, 
and  w e already  know n how
inequality  has been rising 
sh a rp  u n d e r th e  p o lic ie s  
adopted  by M odi govern ­
m ent since 2014.

T he total expenditure  in 
B E  2023-24 is  estim ated at 
Rs 45.03.097 crorc o f  which 
total capita l expenditure is 
Rs 10.00.961 crorc. Budget 
2023-24 has claim ed  tha t it 
reflects con tinu ing  strong 
com m itm ent o f  the U nion 
G overnm ent to boost e co ­
nom ic g row th by investing 
in  in frastruc ture  de v elo p ­
m ent lead ing  to  an increase 
in c ap ita l e xpend itu re  by 
37.4 pe rcen t over R E2022- 
23. E ffective  C apita l E x­
penditure. at Rs 13.70.949 
crorc in BE 2023-24. show s 
an  increase o f  3 0 .1 p e rcen t 
ove r RE 2022-23.

Even this big capex c on ­
c e a ls  severa l th ings , and  
h a s  be en  m a d e  to  sw e ll 
by  inc luding several other 
things am ong  w hich is the 
m oney given to  support oil 
com pan ies  tinder "cap ita l 
e x p e n d itu re  to  fund  the  
g reen  transition”.

G o v ern m e n t sa y s tha t 
it w ould boost grow th and 
em ploym ent, but it does not 
exp lain  how  the lives and 
live lihoods o f  the  people 
w ould b e  secured  w ithout 
c o m p le te  so c ia l s e cu r ity  
co v erag e  a t a  tim e  w hen 
e v e n  th is  so  c a lle d  ‘b ig  
b o o s t ' w ould  not be  ab le  
to  stop  the decline  in  G D P 
growth.

T h ere  have  been  m as­
sive  cu ts in  a llocation  for 
M G N R E G A . labour w el­
fare schem es, food subsidy, 
and  several health  schem es 
in c lu d in g  PM  S w a s th y a  
S u ra k sh a  Y ojna . A llo c a ­
tio n  for e duca tion  is  not 
e n o u g h  to  re c o v e r  ev en  
the  learn ing  lo ss  tha t ou r 
students suffered during the 
pandem ic.

T h e  m a rk e t in te rv e n ­
tio n  sc h em e  supposed  to  
p ro v id e  p rice  su p p o r t to  
fanne rs  m ay shock a ll that 
has  fallen from  Rs 1.500 
c ro re  to  o n ly  R s  I la k h . 
T here  is  ano ther surprise, 
tha t PM -K isan  a llo tm en t 
is Rs 60.000 c rore. sam e at 
the  cu rren t year, but p ay ­
m ents have been increased 
from  R s 6000  to Rs 8000. 
T here  m ust be  som eth ing  
w rong  w ith calculation and 
in tention. (IPA Service)
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Poll manifesto 
- Promises and realities

"If you think you're free. 
there's no escape possible. ”

—  Ram Uass

The- S h illo n g  T im es
\..| V,;| \ \  MIIIIIIM. I I I M> W  I I IlKI

City held to ransom
SINCE ihe filing o f  nominations began. Shillong 
city has been held lo ransom by hordes o f support­
ers of different candidates and their vehicles filling 
up the streets. The Chief Election Officer (CEO), 
the Deputy Commissioner, East Khasi Hills and 
the Superintendent o f Police (Traffic) should have 
foreseen this exigency in a city already marooned 
by slow moving traffic. The number o f supporters 
should have been restricted and strictly enforced. 
But as always tie rule o f law is always given short 
shrift as the administration turns the other way when 
violations happen as has been seen in these last few 
days since the filing o f nomination stalled. The tragic 
part is that ambulances too were caught in the traffic 
jam; the sick and the elderly who needed medical 
attention too were caught in the traffic for hours 
together. And no attempt was made to clear traffic. 
The traffic jam around the DC's office and the Raj 
Bhavan continued until late evening. Traffic cops 
were not seen anywhere around. An exasperated 
public has reached the end o f their tether.

It is unbelievable that a matter that has caught 
the attention of the Meghalaya High Court the 
Shillong traffic jam -  has remained unresolved till 
date simply because the government dare not take 
strong and effective measures to curtail the number 
of vehicles on the roads, or by widening the existing 
roads or by constructing fly-overs or whatever. The 
state should be seen to be doing something but that 
is not visible.

But the larger question here is o f the prospec­
tive candidates who flaunt their political muscle by 
bringing hundreds of supporters to shout slogans 
for them. Arc they so insecure that they need to be 
accompanied by so many people? And who are these 
people who can spare their time and accompany 
the candidates? What are their antecedents? They 
cannot be gainfully employed because then they 
would not have the lime to spare for such mindless 
and purposeless circus. It is evident therefore that 
it is to the advantage o f  politicians to keep their 
constituents at subsistence level so they continue 
to manipulate their emotions and play mind games 
with them. There are allegations that the bulk o f the 
sloganeers are paid their daily wages to put up this 
show of support for candidates. Truly Meghalaya lias 
reached the nadir of democracy. With every passing 
day wc sec governance going into hiding even while 
lawlessness gains ground. Those entrusted to uphold 
the law appear helpless and obsequiously timorous 
before their political masters.

At this rate anarchy is not very far off.

By Su mar bin Umdor

Some early lessons 
from the Adani 

stock crash
__________ By A ji t  Ranade___________

The Good and 
the Evil Press

Editor.
Your query, calling for a 

public vote titled "D o you 
think the BJPs anti-Christian 
moves will dent die Party 's 
image during the elections?" 
has brought ou t the inner 
world o f  your d«,ily to the 
foreground as what you are 
seeking to uncover is not the 
truth but to put an opinion 
into the m inds o f  those who 
will participate in the poll. 
Your call in the poll is not 
really a fair qucs<ion a t ail. 
but a leading one. Most cer­
tainly the Party that has been 
taking the religious agenda 
as its main poll strategy will 
be all out to thank you for 
your poll vote. And so will 
other political parties w ho 
have nothing a t a  I to speak 
against the BJP and therefore 
fall back on theii favourite 
religious rhetoric every elec­
tion season.

H ave you  no .iced  that 
not a  single leader from any 
church, be  it Catholic, Protes­
tant o r Evangelical has raised 
any question concerning any 
Political P arty  being pro- 
Christian or anti-Christian 
apart from anti-BJPpolitical 
parties and yourdaily? Have 
you noticed that among the 
political parties contesting 
the polls the only Party that 
has visited church leaders 
and sought to understand the 
problems and the issues that 
the church leaders and their 
co n g re g a tio n s  arc fac ing
is the BJP? T hcr; is every 
reason for roc to believe that 
the questioner o f  the above

poll know s w hat it wants as 
an answer and the questioner 
knows how to get there. It is 
so evident from your query 
that there is a voluntary a t­
tem pt a t d ragging  dow n a 
Political Party, and in this 
case the BJP. w hich is a cry­
ing shame, bccausc now it is 
no secret that there is a m ali­
cious. self- deceiving instinct 
for be littling  the B JP and 
even an unhidden attem pt 
to  d is tra c t th e  e lec to ra te  
from  supporting the cause 
o f  development w hich is  the 
greatest strength that the BJP 
has over every other Party in 
Meghalaya.

Your biased poll is brand­
ing the B JP as anti-Christian 
in the question itself, which 
is  dep lo rab le , desp icab le , 
and show cases a very low 
s ta n d a rd  o f  jo u r n a l is m . 
We hope that The Shillong 
Times is better than this, and 
tliat you  w ill im m ediately 
re-w ord you  poll on you r 
online portal, and issue an 
u ncond itiona l a p o lo g y  to 
your offline readers. Either it 
is the above o r is it possible 
that it is the pessimistic sus­
picion, the m istrustfulness 
o f  a d isappo in ted  idealist 
grown spiteful and gloomy, 
o r a  petty subterranean hos­
tility  and rancou r again st 
the BJP that has perhaps not 
even crossed the threshold 
o f  consciousness, o r  even a 
taste for the grotesque, the 
painfully paradoxical, and 
the questionable  absurdity  
o f  having to fight o ft'a  Party 
that now  seem s to be  grow ­
ing in leaps in bounds in 
C hristian dom inated sta tes 
e sp e c ia l ly  in  M eghalaya  
and Nagaland regardless o f  
whatsoever antipathy some

The newly formed TM C 
party in Meghalaya has made 
10 p le d g es  p ro m is in g  to 
implement them i f  elected to 
power. Among these pledges, 
the prom ise o f  cash transfers 
to d ifferen t section  o f  the 
society - Rs 1000 monthly to 
women, unemployed youth, 
single mother, widows. PWD 
and senior citizens; Rs 1200 
annually to the fam ilies o f  
a ll schoo l-go ing  ch ild ren  
registered in  G overnm ent- 
run schools; Rs 10000annual 
financia l a ssis tance  to  all 
farm ers- s tand  out prom i­
nently. T his is for the first 
tim e tha t a  po litica l party 
in M eghalaya has included 
cash transfers as part o f  its 
poll manifestoes w ith assur­
ance to  implement some o f  
them within 100 days in of­
fice. Like M oses and his ten 
commandm ents. Dr. Mukul 
Sangm a a nd  h is  team  are  
betting on these 10 pledges 
to deliver the people o f  M e­
ghalaya out o f  the present 
socio-econom ic quagm ire, 
and themselves from 5 years 
o f  political wilderness.

I h e  I M C  d id  m ake  a 
similar promise in G oa's slate 
election held in 2021 when it 
announced Rs 5000 to  cach 
woman head o f  household, 
but it failed  to  m ake any 
mark in tliat state. Meghalaya 
though is a different case as 
many o f  the TM C candidates 
for the upcom ing elections 
arc p rom inent faces, with 
its forem ost leader having 
occupied the C h ief M inis­
te r's  chair for many years. 
W hile  it is no t su rprising  
for political parties to make 
tall promises before an  elec­
tion. these pledges o f  cash 
transfers by the  pa rty  are  
being taken seriously by the 
elec torate  given that m ore 
than 7 lakh individuals have 
registered for them. T his has 
rattled the other political par­
ties as they do not know how­
to counter this poll strategy 
o f  the TMC.

W hile the Union and other 
state governments have been 
implementing cash transtcrs 
to support vu lnerable sec ­
tion o f  the socicty. the  ques­
tion that begs an answ er is 
whether M eghalaya, a state 
with a weak revenue base  
and fragile financial condi­
tions m ade w o rse  by  the 
two years Covid pandemic, 
can  a ffo rd  to  im p lem en t 
T M C ’s unconditional cash 
tran s fe r  sc h em e s (U C T s) 
and what will be the  overall 
impact on the  finances o f  the 
state. H ere, a  distinction is 
to be made between condi­
tional cash transfers (CCTs)

have against it?  O r finally is 
it a bit o f  som ething o f  each 
o f  the above and above all a 
high degree o f  anti-BJPism, 
a te rr ib le  itc h in g  to  hurt 
the Party and thereby bring 
som e spice into life's  goals? 
Even as 1 jo t these suspicions 
down. I feel that maybe, just 
maybe. I've made a w rong 
calculation somewhere, and 
if  one  m ay be  a llow ed to 
hope w here  one  d o c s not 
know, then I hope from my 
hean they may be the reverie 
o f  the above, because b e ­
tween this and that the truth 
does exist

Yours etc.. 
Gregory E Shullai, 
Spokesperson BJP 

M eghalaya

Horrific traffic 
jam in the city

Editor.
O n M onday February 6 

the traffic scene in Shillong 
city reached its limit. People 
experienced horrific traffic 
jam s and were stranded on 
the road for hours (including 
critical patients.office goers, 
students, infants, ctc) owing 
to the series o f  grand proces­
s io n s by various po litica l 
parties. I would like to state 
that it's time this age-old tra­
dition o f  ceremonial filing o f  
nomination is being dumped 
for good in the larger inter­
ests o f  the public.

I w ould like  to convey 
th is to  the E lection C om ­
mission and the  East Khasi 
I l i lb  DC that it is sim ply not 
acceptable in today's digital 
e ra  tha t the  c ity  is  be ing  
held to ransom for a  reason

and UCTs. T ic form er are 
schem es when; cash transfer 
to beneficiaries is conditional 
on specific actions such as 
sending children to school or 
making regular health visits. 
UCT, o n  the e ther hand, are 
transfers made to vulnerable 
g roups based on predeter­
m ined  e lig ib ility  crite ria . 
T he PM-Kisan scheme is an 
example o f  UCT which pro­
vides 6000 annually to  over 
12 crore farmers. States are 
also increasingly implement­
ing  U CT targeted  m ain ly  
tow ards fanners  bu t a lso  
covering other sectors such 
as education, social welfare, 
and transportation.

C om ing back to  the cash 
transfer schcnvs o f  the TMC. 
M eghalaya as a very least 
will require Rs 1500 crore to  
fulfil three main pledges o f

cash transfers in the financial 
year 2023-24 alone based on 
the follow ing assumptions. 
The projected population o f  
M eghalaya i i  2023 is 33.5 
lakh which translates to 6 2 0  
lakh househods (estimated 
at the sam e household size 
as in 2011). Even if  4 lakh 
households avail o f  the WE 
Card (assuming that women 
in 2.2 lakh households do not 
apply a s they are employed/ 
do not opt) an amount o f  Rs 
480 crore w il be  needed in 
FY 2023-24 for this pledge 
alone. For the unemployment 
dole (M Y E  Card). Rs 600 
crore would be needed even 
i f  only 50 percent o f  the  10 
lakh youth in th e  targeted 
age group ( 3 1 percent o f  the 
projected population) avail 
the schem e assum ing tha t 
the rest are c ih c r  employed 
or arc pursuing studies o r do 
not op t a s they com e from 
w ell to do families. A s far 
as the farmer households arc 
concerned, even if  4 lakh o f  
the 4.5 lakh farmer house­
holds op t for the  schem e, 
an amount o f  Rs 400 crorc 
w ould be  needed to  imple­
m en t incom e su p p o rt for 
this group. The total amount 
for just these ihrcc schemes 
c ould  e asily  c lim b  to  Rs

as petty a s this. For G od's 
sake filing o f  nom ination 
is ju s t a simple procedure 
where a document is being 
submitted in the DC's office 
marking the  romination o f  a 
candidate. The sam e can be 
easily  done online w ithout 
any hassle!

Meghalaya should show 
the way to  iIk  entire nation 
and come up with online fil­
ing o f  nominations.

Yours etc., 
Raghav Bajaj, 

Via email

Joshimath: 
Lessons to be 

learnt
Editor.
Barnes M iw r ie 's  ed ito ­

ria l o n  Jo sh im ath  should  
wake us up. A city in Zone 
V' in the middle o f  the fragile 
cco-sensitivcarea o f  Uttara­
khand had received attention 
from India's top geologists 
and environm entalists from
1972 bu t the governm ent 
o f  the day chose not to  pay 
heed to early warnings. Now 
w atching people having to 
abandon their hom es built 
out o f  sw eat a id  toil is pain­
ful indeed, la 2021 the Ta- 
povan  hydro  p o w er dam  
w as flooded  w ith  w orkers 
in tunnels arid drow ned in 
great numbers. Public uproar 
caused the sfcte govern roeni 
to  stop the project.

Joshim ath like the entire 
North East is at seismic Zone
V but w hile Jo sh im ath  is
rcccnt the north east region 
recalls only tlic 1897 earth ­
quake which had devastated

2000 crorc for FY 2023-24 if  
enrollment in these schcmcs 
exceed  the above assum p­
tions.

Rs 1500 crorc may not be 
such a big amount for many 
o f  the s ta tes in Ind ia, but 
for M eghalaya it represents 
about 13 to 14 percent o f  the 
actual revenue receipt and 
expenditure, and around 60 
percent o f  the ow n source 
rev e n u e  in FY 2 0 2 0 -21 . 
G iven  ou r frag ile  s ta te  o f  
finances, there is not much 
e lb o w  room  fo r  th e  new  
governm ent to  m eet these 
expenses from  its revenue 
account which had a deficit 
o f  Rs 815 crore in FY 2020-
21 (an d  a co rre sp o n d in g  
fiscal dcficit o f  7.8 percent). 
With the discontinuation o f  
G ST  com pensation in June
2022  th a t g u a ra n te e d  14

percent growth in state GST 
collection since 1997, states 
like M eghalaya will find it 
very d ifficu lt to  m ain ta in  
revenue level in post GST 
compensation period which 
may adversely affect overall 
revenue receipts. Moreover, 
ev en  the  v e ry  o p tim is tic  
budget projection o f  a rev­
enue surplus in the coming 
FY 2023-24 will be able to 
cover only about 40 percent 
o f  the  am ount requ ired  to  
meet the above cash transfer 
schemes.

T here  is a lso  no t much 
room for the state to reduce 
its revenue expenditu re  as 
almost 50 percent o f  it con­
stitutes com m itted expendi­
ture (salaries, pensions, and 
in terest paym ents), which 
w hen added  w ith  G ran ts-  
in-aid (grants to  deficits and 
non-deficit schools and co l­
leges. NUM. others) consti­
tuted about 87 percent o f  the 
state’s  revenue expenditure 
in FY 2020-21. The expen­
d itu re  o f  the  a b ove  item s 
will only increase in coming 
years given the  expansion 
o f  administrative machinery 
(new  districts, filling up o f  
vacant posts, provincial isa- 
tion o f  schoolsco llcgcs. pay 
revision, etc).

Sy lhet, K hasi and  Ja in tia  
H ills . H o sp ita ls , schoo ls  
and  governm ent buildings 
were levelled to the ground 
and people lay buried in the 
debris. 1897 w as not 2023. 
At the tim e buildings were 
o f  lime and mortar and single 
storeyed. Transport w as by 
pony cart. And houses were 
few  and far apart.

In the  1990s D oordar- 
shan organized a three-day 
discussion with public and 
seism ologists. One student 
perhaps from  the coal belt 
seemed very worried to hear 
facts. But w hat could he do 
in  a w orld  o f  p o litic ian s  
with no vision o r farsight­
edness? Rat hole mines arc 
most vulnerable in case o f  
an earthquake a s the cavity 
resonates and multiplies the 
disaster. But it's  a tragedy 
that from 2014 till date rat 
hole m ining continues un­
abated right before the eyes 
o f  the NGT and enforcement 
agencies.

The Government o f  India 
to o  w as e m b a rra sse d  by 
headlinesof illegal coal m in­
ing and summ oned the CM 
to gran t sc ien tific  m ining 
rights a s per the M ines and 
M inerals (D evelopm ent & 
Regulation) Act. But on his 
return to the state he backed 
o ff  a s the cost o f  mining far 
exceeded the  profit. Finally, 
a coal baron took up the chal­
lenge o f  scien tific  m ining 
with a square kilometre o f  a 
hillock at Lumiakhih. With 
scientific m ining, an influx 
o f  engineers, technocrats and 
trained miners will displace 
the people o f  the area. Right 
now  it is  the hottest e lec ­
tion issue in Khlichriat. But 
again Khlichriat is 104 kms

Any attem pt to meet the 
poll com m itm ents through 
open market borrowings will 
be a  disaster for the state a s its 
present outstanding debt has 
s teadily increased over the 
years standi ni* at 4 1 percent 
o f  G SD P in FY 2020-21 (it 
was 33 percent in FY  2016- 
17). T h is  percen tage  does 
no t reflect the  con tingen t 
liabilities o f  Rs 3000 crorc 
com prising  borrow ings by 
the loss-making state pow er 
c o m p an ie s  gua ra n tee d  by 
the state government. Given 
the  situation o f  these pow er 
companies, the state govern­
ment will have to continue 
financially supporting them 
in the com ing years.

Many studies have shown 
the positive outcomes o f  cash 
tr a n s fe rs  on p o o r  h o u se ­
ho lds' expenditure on food 
consum ption and increased 
spending on health and edu­
cation. TM C pledges, i f  im ­
plemented. w ill therefore be 
most benefic ial to the people 
o f  M eghalaya . H ow ever, 
questions remain on how it 
intends to mobilise resources 
to fulfil these promises given 
the financial challenges fac­
ing  the  sta te . E ven  i f  the 
resources a re  available, is­
sues such as w hether CCTs 
would be more appropriate 
than a blanket cash distribu­
tion to targeted beneficiaries, 
o r w hether it would be much 
better to increase allocation 
to capital outlay (i.e., spend­
ing on economic and social 
in fra s tru c tu re  like  roads, 
schools, hospitals, ctc) that 
w as ju st under Rs I816crorc  
-or under 14 percent o f  total 
expenditure in FY 2020-21, 
need to be justified.

Even the electoral prom ­
ise o f  5 lakh new jo b s  in the 
next five years by the NPP 
needs fu rther c larifica tion  
for the electorate to  consider 
them seriously. In which sec­
tors will these new jobs be 
created? How do wc define 
these jo b s  (formal -govern- 
ment/privatc o r informal and 
c asua l/g ig  o r  perm anent)? 
A gain , how does the NPP 
intend to  m obilise the  finan­
c ial resources (government 
and private investment) that 
w ill be needed to be invested 
in  human and  physical re­
sources leading to increased 
economic activities and the 
intended jo b  creation?

A fter a ll, w hether it is 
c ash  transfers o r  new  jobs 
these arc not likely to fall like 
manna from heaven.

(The author leaches E co ­
n o m ic s a t N E H U . E m ail: 
sum dorIt@ gm aii.com )

from Shillong and too distant 
for their issues to  be heard 
across the 3 districts.

Recalling the article by 
Emica N ongkynrih. "Smart 
c ity , unsm art public  u til i­
ties and voters" (ST Jan 18. 
2023 ), th e  head in g  its e lf  
te lls  us loud  and d e a r  o f  
unsmart public utilities and 
unsmart voters. How I wish 
voters w ere smart enough to 
look at those unsmart public 
utilities and vote the NPP out 
o f  power.

It is now 126 years since 
the  last big earthquake o f  
1897. O n January 3. 2023. 
Jam m u and Kashm ir had a 
mild quake which destroyed 
12 houses at Doda. J&K too 
is in Z one V. A s far as rat 
ho le  m ines a re  concerned  
the  D isaste r  M anagem ent 
A uthority  right now  needs 
to look at w hat steps should 
be taken should the big one 
s tr ik e . Fo r in stan c e  even  
when there arc  fires, there 
is de lay  because  Fire B ri­
gades cannot access the nar­
row roads in localities. This 
would pose huge problems 
in a disaster. There arc too 
few  hospitals and  w ith no 
medical colleges to produce 
doctors, the shortage is going 
to be worse. O ne only wishes 
that people care  enough to 
keep d isaster m anagem ent 
kits ready in case o f  an emer­
gency.

Yours etc.,
W. Passah.
Nongkrem

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te r s  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o f  the w riters/
a u th o rs  an d  no t tha t o f  
The Sh i/long  Times

T h e  sudden  and  steep  
crash in Adani group stocks 
to o k  a w ay  so m e  o f  th e  
g low  o f  the Union Budget 
new s headlines. T he total 
lo ss  o f  w ealth  in  m arke t 
c ap ita lisation  w as a  s ta g ­
g e r in g  100 p lu s  b ill io n  
do lla rs  (:.c.. 9  lakh c rore  
rupees) be tw een  Jan uary
24 and  l-ebruary 3. T his 
is one  fifth the size o f  the 
U n io n  B udget p resen ted  
b y  th e  f  na n ce  m in iste r. 
T he fall is across nine com ­
panies ranging from  green 
energy, fo rts , pow er, and  
cem ent, all conncctcd  with 
Ind ia 's  infrastm cture. T he 
fall w as alm ost 50 percent, 
w hich m eans ha lf  the value 
is  still retained. Infrastrue- 
tu rc  is  a  very  crucial and  
s tructura l d e te rm in a n t o f  
Ind ia 's  grow th story. And 
for the  next tw o d ecades it 
w ill be a  pow erful engine, 
so  long a» enough m oney is 
poured ir to  build ing  infra, 
be  it from public o r  private 
sources. \ n y  com pany, in­
d ustry  o r business exposed 
to  Ind ia  s in f ra s tru c tu re  
b u ild in g , c a n n o t b u t be  
profitable. Yet the d ram atic 
fall in  A dani s to c k s  has 
m any lessons for investors, 
po licy  m akers, a nd  m ost 
im portan ly for regulators.

First to note is tha t w hen 
s to c k s fall, the  head lines

say . " th e re  is  a  w ave  o f  
sellofT *. A s i f  e v e ry o n e  
is  ju s t  se llin g  th e  s tock . 
B ut rem em ber tha t in an 
exchange not e ven a  single 
sha re  can be  so ld  un less  
there is a  buyer. For every 
A dani stock tha t w as so ld  
d u rin g  this fa tefu l w eek , 
the re  w as a  buyer on  the  
o th e r  side. Yes. the  price  
w as falling. But i f  you  say 
there w asa  w ave o f  selling, 
then surely there w as a lso  a 
w ave o f  buying. W ho w ere 
these  buyers?  W ere they  
short sellers, w ho had sold 
in  advance the shares that 
they  d id  no t ow n  ( th is  is 
the modus operand i o f  short 
se lle rs) , and w ere  buying  
and  mopping up shares in 
a  falling market to  deliver 
it to their coun terparties?  
T h is  is far the  regu la tors 
to  investigate, although  per 
se  there s nothing illegal 
in  bargain buying a  stock 
w hich  is falling like  stone.

The second thing to  note 
is p rices fall o r r ise  steeply 
ev en  w ith a  few transac ­
tio n s in  an ill iqu id  asset. 
T h is  w eek new spapers re­
ported the distress sale o f  28 
flats in  ccntral M um bai for 
1238 crorcs. a ll bought by 
m em bers o f  a  family. T he 
im p lied  ?ricc  is  be tw een  
6 5000  to  75000 n ipees per 
square  foot. H as it fallen 
sharply from 9 0000  m pccs 
that prevailed not too long 
a go? In a  m arket w ith  thou­
sands o f  luxury  flats, the 
illiqu id ity  im pact, m eans 
th a t th e  sa le  o f  a  m e re  
dozen  flats, can  m ove the 
price steeply a ffec ting  the 
value o f  ail those thousand 
flats which have no transac­
tions to  show. T he sam e is 
tm e  o f  the s tock  m arke t. 
I f  th e  m arket is  “ liq u id "  
w ith  plcaty o f  b uyer and  
se ller interest a t all tim es, 
th e  tr a n s a c t io n  v o lu m e  
c anno t move the  price  so 
suddenly and  steeply. That 
is  w h y  for s to c k s  lis ted  
o n  s tock  e x c h a n g e s  the  
r e g u la to r  S e c u rit ie s  and  
E xchanges Board o f  India 
(SE B I) irs is ts  on  a  "public  
float" o f  at least 25 percent 
to  be  hclc w idely, diffused, 
a c ro s s  m any, p re fe rab ly  
sm all investors. S o  that for 
any  seller there is  like ly to 
be  buyer who has an oppos­
ing view  about that stock. 
T hus, price sentim ents have 
pressure from both sides. In 
the  A dai i s tock  c am agc, 
s u re ly  i f  o n e  p a rty  w as 
se llin g  there should  have 
be en  an o p p o s in g  s e n ti­
m ent. much m ore  bu llish  
o n  the India infrastm cture  
s to ry . The p ro b lem  w as  
w ith  inadequate  liquidity.

T h is  is  w h ere  th e  s to c k  
be ca m e  v u ln e ra b le  fo r a 
steep  fall. T he  lesson  for 
SE B I and  th e  exch a n g es 
is to  keep a  stric t w atch on 
adequate liquidity and  strict 
adherence  o f  public  float in 
le tte r and  spirit. In the  a b ­
sence  o f  liquidity, the price 
can  m ove sharp ly  in  both 
direc tions. A nd hence the 
price to  earn ings ratio (P/E) 
c a n  zoom  lik e  a n y th ing . 
Last y e ar a t the tim e o f  its 
initial public offering, the 
new  age  com pany N ykaa 's 
m arket va lue  (and  hence  
P/E  ratio) zoom ed in to  the 
stra tosphere . T h is  desp ite  
the  profits being  m eagre. 
Such P/E ratios, especially  
those that rise suddenly, arc 
d ifficult to justify , let a lone 
undcrstand.T hc third thing 
to  note is that short se lling 
in  Indian capita! m arkets, 
be  they s tocks o r  bonds is 
v e ry  h a rd . In s to ck s, the 
sh o r t se lle r  m ust borrow  
sh a re s  in  adv an c e  before  
sh o r t se lling . N o "n ak ed  
sho rt se llin g "  is  allow ed. 
T h e  p rice  fo r bo rro w in g  
sha res  can  be qu ite  steep 
d e p end ing  on  the  v o la til­
ity  o f  the stock. O f  course. 
In d ia n  s h a re s  o r  b o n d s  
listed abroad  can  be short 
so ld  in  those m arkets, but 
Indian regula tors c a n 't  do 
m uch  a b o u t tha t. S hort

se lle rs take  grea t risks and 
bet large am ounts and m ake 
a  u se fu l c o n tr ib u tio n  to  
im p ro v in g  th e  " in fo rm a ­
tion" con ten t in  the m arket. 
T here  a rc  m any instances 
w h en  sh o rt s e lle rs  have
boon "squeezed"  bccautH? 
they so ld  m uch m ore  than 
w as availab le  and  had  to 
m ake up by buying  at huge 
prem ia, and  ultim ately got 
w iped ou t. T he responsi­
bility  o f  ensuring  everyone 
obeys the  law is up to  the 
w atchdog, i.e. SEB I. Som e 
countries ju s t have outright 
bans on short se lling . But 
th a t  is  lik e  b a n n in g  a ll 
n e g a tiv e  feedback  abo u t 
any  company.

T he fourth thing is about 
th e  c ir c u la r i ty  o f  in d e x  
funds and  the Sensex. T he 
latter is ju st an average o f
30 stocks. I f  one  o r  tw o o f  
those large stocks is zoom ­
ing it can  take  the Sensex 
higher, e ven i f  all the o ther 
stocks are  declin ing . This 
forces index funds w hich  
passively m im ic the Sensex 
into pouring m ore  funds o f  
reta il investo rs in to  those 
v e ry  s to c k s w h ich  zoom  
further. T h is circu larity  can 
be  d a n g e ro u s  a n d  c au se  
instability, eventually  p o s­
sib ly  sharp  drops. So. the 
exchanges and SEBI must 
be  very careful about how  
the  indc.N sluvks u ic  sclccl-
ed. In 2022 the N A SD A Q  
w hich has 100 stocks w as 
d ow n  34 p e rc en t, S &  P 
w ith 500 stocks in the in­
dex  w as dow n 20 percent, 
bu t In d ian  in d ic e s  w ere  
up  5 percent. Som e o f  this 
is due  to  In d ia 's  resilien t 
econom y no doubt. Lastly, 
s to c k  m a rk e t s e n tim e n t 
f o llo w s  h e rd  m e n ta l ity . 
H ence  a  b ig  fall sp o o k s  
m a n y  p o te n tia l ly  sm a ll 
investors (and vice versa), 
and  reactions can be w ild. 
afTccting the  w lw lc m arket. 
T h is  is an  e x te rn a l ity , a 
spillover effect. N o doubt 
that the A dani group will do 
its utm ost to  bounce back, 
but regu la to rs  a nd  po licy  
m akers m ust ensure  that in­
v esto rs ' trast in the m arkets 
is not dented. Ind ia 's  stock 
m arkets a rc  w orld leaders 
in  te n n s  o f  technology  and 
su rveillance  system s. T he 
regu la to rs  and  exchanges 
m ust m atch tha t in te rm s o f  
exce llen t governance  and  
s treng then ing  the founda­
tion o f  tm st.

(Dr. A jit R a n a d e  is  a  
n o te d  e conom ist) (S yn d i­
c a te: T h e  B ill io n  P ress)  
(em a il :edilor((i}thel>iUion-
press.org)

“Many studies have shown the positive 
outcomes o f  cash transfers on poor 

households ’ expenditure on fo o d  consumption 
and increased spending on health 

and education. TMC pledges, i f  implemented, 
will therefore be most beneficial lo 

Ihe people o f  Meghalaya. ”
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“Efforts and courage are no t enough  
without purpose a nd  direction. *

—  John  F. Kennedy
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Nation and pension
A government that does not care for national 
interests, first and foremost, is not worth its salt. 
A government that caves in to pressure and acts 
against national interests o r one that acts in self­
ish ways to win votes and pow er is a  curse on 
both the nation and its people. The thought arises 
in the context o f  a  reply in parliament that five 
state governments want to revert to the Old Pen­
sion Scheme (OPS) for their employees. OPS 
had been replaced in 2004 with a Contributory 
Pension Scheme, to which funds were raised in 
part from employees' own monthly salaries and a 
matching input by the respective government.

Notably, OPS was abolished by the AB Vaj­
payee-led NDA government while the states that 
want to return to the old scheme Rajasthan, 
Punjab. Himachal Pradesh. C hhattisgarh and 
Jharkhand -  are ruled by non-BJP governments. 
The Congress had even given a prc-clcctoral 
prom ise in states like Himachal that it would 
bring back OPS. In several o ther states too, 
em ployees’organisations are "demanding" that 
they want to return to the old system, wherein 
the entire pension am ount would be paid by the 
government. Government em ployees and their 
families form about 20 percent o f  the popula­
tion and can be a “vote bank” for one or other 
political party The Congress is likely to make 
this prom ise in other states too.

Financial experts and RBI itse lf had gone 
on record to stress that OPS was a m ajor drain 
on national resources, which could otherw ise 
be used for prom oting national grow th and 
s trengthening the D efence sec tor with m ore 
fund allocations. India spends ju st one-fifth o f  
what China spends on defence as this country, 
caught in a splurge, does not have the resources 
to spend more. National security, the prim e re­
quirement to every individual, is thus at serious 
risk. Moreover, a  new thinking on pensions is 
highlighted by m ultiple activist groups. They 
argue that government em ployees arc not the 
only ones who serve the nation o r its people. 
Farmers who feed the people even in the face 
o f  frequent natural calam ities and pest attacks 
on crops recently started getting a measly six 
thousand rupees a year. In fact, every individual 
is working in his or her own ways to make a 
living o r to make m ore wealth for themselves. 
In the process, each individual adds his o r her 
m ite to the GDP. A special consideration for 
one or another segm ent is uncalled for, except 
in the case o f  those in the defence forces that 
in extraordinary situations stake their lives for 
the nation, it is argued. Hence, the One Nation, 
One Pension demand. 

f l B I IK l W

Freebies: Are they 
good or bad?

O ne  o f  th e  m ost ta lk ­
ed abo u t p o in ts  from  the  
2023 -2024  B udget is the  
announcement by the Union 
Finance M inister. Nirm ala 
Sitharaman that the threshold 
for being e ligible for paying 
income tax has been raised 
from 5 lakh to 7 lakh. Touted 
as a significant move to help 
the m id d le  c la ss , th e  tax 
relief is expected to  have an 
important impact on demand 
generation in the economy as 
well. It is assumed that rais­
ing the tax limit will result 
in more disposable income 
with the households which 
will increase their personal 
consum ption which in  turn 
w ill lead  to  m ore  private  
investment into the economy. 
Indeed, many commentators 
are o f  the unanimous view 
that it is the lagging private 
investment which is the big­
gest problem  p laguing the
Indian rm nnm y  S o  I hi* in­
crease in household d ispos­
able income is a  good move. 
But is the intended benefit 
going to be really significant 
for the overall economy?

A look a t data provided by 
the M inistry o f  C om m erce
and  In d u s try  sh o w s tha t 
India's trade balance during 
N ovem ber 2022 had a deficit 
o f  around 11.11 billion dol­
lars. i.e.. imports were m ore 
than exports. This means that 
it is  not external but internal 
demand which has been the 
main factor driving growth in 
the country. A s such private 
consum ption, i.e.. personal 
consum ption  o r consum er 
expenditure becom es very 
im portan t. Here the  ex tra  
disposable income becomes 
very crucial. If  the propor­
tion o f  the Indian popula­
tion enjoying the benefit o f  
this reba te  is  h igh it w ill 
undoubtedly improve private 
consumption.

However, the ‘State o f  In­
equality in India R eport' re­
leased by Dr Bibck Debroy. 
Chairman. Econom ic Advi­
sory C ouncil to  the Prim e 
Minister (EAC-PM) revealed 
that based on the extrapola­
tion o f  the income data from 
the PLFS (Periodic Labour 
Force S urvey) 2019-2020 
those earning a monthly sa l­
ary o f  Rs. 25.000 arc already 
amongst the top 10% earners 
in the country. This means 
that 90%  o f  the workers in 
India have an annual sa l­
ary o f  less than 3 lakh. This 
means that the benefit o f  the 
tax relief has only reached a 
very small proportion o f  the 
population. So while it will 
help the households w hose 
disposable income will go up 
but the benefit to the overall 
economy might not be  very 
substantial. Still this move 
brings focus to  a very im ­
portant aspect o f  economic

By B hog to ram Mawroh
policy, i.e.. pu ling  money (in 
this case  through tax relief) 
in the hands o f the common 
people is  important for driv­
ing growth in the  economy. 
T his lesson is very important 
for Meghalaya.

R ecen tly  h e  A ll India  
Trinamool Ccngress (TMC) 
released their m anifesto for 
th e  u p c o m in g  A sse m b ly  
e le c tio n s  in  M e g h a la y a . 
What has been most talked 
about from their document 
is the cash transfer schemes 
w hich they lave  prom ised 
to  im plem ent i f  vo te d  to  
pow er. T here  is a prom ise 
o f  direct benefit transfer o f  
Rs. 1200 to  tie  families o f

all. e .g., G ST which ranges 
from 5%  to 28%. T his means 
that dircct tax in the country 
is paid by less than 10% o f  
the population while indirect 
tax is paid by all. T he latter 
accrues to the governm ent 
when people spend money in 
the market to  buy things for 
consumption. It is important 
to remember that even if  you 
arc unemployed o r a beggar, 
b o th  p re su m a b ly  u n p ro ­
ductive categories, you arc 
still paying taxes. It is only 
death that can get you rid o f  
taxes. This means that every 
single citizen o f  Meghalaya 
has been contributing to the 
S ta te 's  c o ffe rs  s ince  they

UA look at data provided hv the Ministry o f  
Commerce and Industry shows that India's trade 
balance during November JUJJ had a deficit oj 
around 11.11 billion dollars, i.e.. imports were 

more than exports. This means that it is not 
external but internal demand which has been the 

main factor driving growth in the country. ”

all school going children in 
Government tun schools to 
cover the cosi o f  books and 
a llied  m ateria l. U nder the 
Meghalaya Youth Empower­
ment (M YE) schem e every 
unemployed youth between 
the ages o f  21-40 w ill get 
a monthly allowance o f  Rs. 
1000 per month ( Rs. 12.000 
annually). A direct transfer 
o f  Rs. 1000 per month (Rs.
12.000 annually ) w ill be  
done to a woman o f  every 
house h o ld  a ;  g u a ra n tee d  
un iversal iiu o m c  support 
under the Meghalaya Finan­
c ia l Inclusion for W omen 
Em pow erm ent (M FI W E) 
scheme. A sure o f  Rs. 10.000 
per annum  as financial a s­
sistance will be given to  all 
fanners o f  the State under a 
new  FARM (Farm er's Assis­
tance for Rural Meghalaya) 
schem e. Finally, a ll social
w elfare  pensions a re  a lso  
to be increased by Rs. 1000 
per month. Barring the last, 
all these  in itia tiv es have 
been pejoratively described 
as freebies, ie , ,  som ething 
that have been given free o f  
charge and arc therefore bad. 
However this line o f  reason­
ing ignores the fact that the 
m oney is not actually  free 
and that there arc economic 
benefits to be had as well.

One o f  the most important 
sources o f  revenue for the 
Government s  taxes, dircct 
and indirect. W hile dircct tax 
is paid by those w hose in­
com e is above a certain limit, 
in th is case  above 7 lakh, 
ind irect taxci a re  pa id  by

w ere born and  w ill do so 
until they die. So the income 
support promised by TMC is 
nothing but w hat everyone 
has already contributed to the 
G overnm ent through taxes 
but given back to only some 
o f  the people.

A cco rd ing  to  the  N PP 
(National People's Party) the 
schemes would cost around 
Rs. 2000 crorc to the G ov­
ernm ent w hich  w ill put a 
strain on the Stale 's exche­
quer. I. however, sec it a s an 
injection o f  Rs. 2000 crorc 
into the local econom y to 
in c re ase  de m an d  by pu t­
ting money in the hands o f  
the people. Just like the tax 
breaks, by increasing the d is­
posable income o f  individual 
households th is  w ill push 
private investm ent improv­
ing business in the economy.
And w hen business improve;;
this will increase the tax rev­
enues for the State a s well. 
The added advantage o f  this 
approach  is  that s ince  the  
money will go directly to  the 
intended bcncficiarics it will 
also mean Rs. 2000 crorc less 
available for corruption.

However, this is just one 
part o f  the  so lu tio n . T his 
d c m and-sidc  in te rven tion  
needs to  be supplemented by 
supply-side interventions as 
well. Income support ensures 
tliat the value created in the 
econom y is transferred back 
to those who produced it in 
the first place. But there is 
also a need to increase the 
total value in the economy,
i.e.. increase the G D P o f  the

State, to  en sure  that more 
resou rces a re  availab le  to 
improve the living standards 
o f  the population. A lso i f  the 
supply-side is ignored then 
just income transfer will defi­
nitely lead to  the State falling 
into indebtedness.

TM C  has p ro m ise d  to 
b r in g  a b o u t d o u b le  d ig it  
growth in the next five years 
to  d oub le  the  s iz e  o f  the 
sta te’s GDP. With the State's 
CAGR (Com pound Annual 
Growth Rate) being less than 
2% . this will be a  very diffi­
cult task. Also, the question 
is how will that be achieved? 
T h e  M a n ifes to  g iv e s  the  
im p re ssio n  th a t TM C in ­
tends to  achieve those goals 
b y  a d d in g  m ore  M SM E s 
(M icro Small and  M edium 
Enterprises) and  resum ing 
coal mining. While I am not 
an advocate o f  coal mining, 
the sector did provide a great
di’al o f  n'v«*mn* tn  ihi* Slal<»
A lso through personal d is­
cussion with street vendors 
there is consensus that the 
ban d id  affec t the dem and 
in the  local econom y. But 
even then m ining constitutes 
le ss than 10% o f  the value 
created in the Prim ary Sec­
to r which itse lf  contributes 
just a round 20% to the GDP. 
Resuming mining will help 
but is not going to be  the so ­
lution. M SM Es. on the other 
hand, can be very important. 
Nationally, they contribute 
more than 29%  o f  the GDP. 
40%  o f  the employment and 
50%  o f  the export. So the 
potential o f  MSMEs for driv­
ing economic growth in the 
State is imm ense. But D e­
monetization, G ST and the 
CO V ID -19 pandemic have 
bad ly  a ffec ted  the sector. 
Overcom ing these challeng­
es will determine whether the 
scctor can help TM C deliver 
on its prom ise o f  doubling 
the G D Pand making M egha­
laya poverty-free.

NPP has term ed the in­
com e support prom ised by 
TM C as 'd eb t traps’ and a 
burden on the sta te’s exche­
quer. m e re  is som e truth to 
tha t but the narrative c re ­
ated by the TM C is equally 
im portant, i.e ., the m oney 
with the Government actu­
ally  belongs to  the people 
and it must go back to them. 
And it makes good economic 
sense as well. Otherw ise, it 
w ill be used only for p ay ­
ing salaries and pensions to 
the politicians and for their 
pe rso n a l w ea lth  a cc u m u ­
la tion . W hoever w ins the 
next election the c itizens o f  
Meghalaya should not forget 
this important fact.

(The view s expressed  in 
the  article are those o f  the  
author am ! do no t reflect in  
any  »»>• his affiliation to  any  
organization o r  institution)

To those on 
whom we have 
erred to trust
Editor.
On Feb 6.2023 the people 

o f  Shillong w oke u p  to the 
rude  re a lity  o f  everyday
politics. Politicians wishing 
to enroll their nominations 
for the  forthcom ing  2023 
A ssem bly  sallied  forth to 
the DC’s office to  do so. No 
harm in such constitutional 
necessity  but to do so  ac ­
com panied by h indrcds o f  
supporters that were ferried 
to the same destination ( ic 
the D Cs office ) c ith e r  by 
bus. pickup vans , private 
vehicles and bikei: support­
e rs  in th e ir  thousands a ll 
assem bling  in  one narrow 
part o f  town, w hoas soon as 
they dcbusscd transformed 
them selves into a frenzied 
shrieking dancing mass; do­
ing so in already narrowed 
streets tha t can  kardly ac ­
commodate everyday traffic: 
causing traffic jams lasting 
for hours; to  the inconve­
n ience  o f  o th e r  innocen t 
citizens prevented from their 
ordinary' daily activities, can 
no longer be term ed as a 
constitutional obligation. Ifa  
political activity causes harm 
or annoyance to the common 
man ( in this case the very 
e lec to ra te  o u r  po litic ian s 
seek to represent) .hen ii um  
only be term ed asa  criminal 
offence that attracts Sec 268 
o f  the Indian Penal Code.

And if  this crim e is causcd 
either by lack o f  space, lack 
o f  imagination, the inability 
to foresee by the concerned 
authorities supplem ented by 
the selfish  indifference o f  
hopeful PEOPLE’S REPRE­
SENTATIVES, then the only 
solution to prevent it happen­
ing in the future in to change
the venue where such public 
nuisance is committed.

T he hope o f  th is  le tte r 
is that the au thorities con­
cerned and  the politicians 
w ho w ill e ven tua lly  form 
the next G overnm ent rea l­
ize the  d isgust, revu ls ion  
a nd  lo a th in g  the  h a p less  
public v iew  such thought­
less an tics . e specially  by 
those who earnestly seek the 
pub lic 's votes. A s a m em ­
ber o f  the above-mentioned

tion o f  the political system, 
my hum ble  request to the 
high and mighty, is to leave 
us in peace next tim e they 
rampage their way to  their 
nominations. So if  possible, 
in future, the permission o f  
the Election Com m ission 
can be sought to  hold future 
nomination processes away 
from dow ntow n. It can be 
done at N ew  Shillong and 
I do  not see w hy not , sincc 
coun tin g  o f  vo tes c an  be 
done away from the D C ’s of­
fice. It’s sim ply a process o f  
providing relief to  a long suf­
fering public and to  prevent
Public Representatives from 
committing Public Nuisancc. 
I w ou ld  lik e  to  conclude

by w ishing everyone w ho 
has filed their nom inations 
success. M ay everyone win. 
May a Constitutional crisis 
develop so that President's 
Rule is imposed so that some 
relief be  provided to a public 
that has been harassed, be­
trayed. abused and trampled 
upon by the very person* on
whom wc based our hopes on 
by casting our votes in their 
names! Jai Hind.

Yours etc..
Toki Blah.
Via email

Too much 
election news 

stinks!
Editor,
Every single news item in 

the front page o f  your news­
pa p er on  T uesday , Feb ,7 , 
2023) relates to the assem ­
bly elections, especially in 
Sh illong . C om e o n . you r 
readers (most 1 w ould pre­
sume) a re  fed up with these 
o n c c - in -a -5 -y e a r  q u a ck s  
prom ising rem edies to  all 
that ails the state. They arc 
com ics! P e riod . W hy not 
high ligh t the sh o rta g e  o f  
potable w ater in vast areas 
o f  Shillong and  the w ater 
mafia that exists (who MLAs 
don't dare to take on)? And 
w hat about the degenerating 
a d m in is tra tio n  in  N EHU 
where, because o f  their lack­
adaisica l and  ineffic iency  
in sending tim ely financial

requirem ents to  the U G C. 
pensioners arc yet to  get their 
pension for January (present 
staft'a lso  received their sa l­
ary late for the same reason)? 
A nd o f  coursc w hile this has 
a rela tion to  the e lections, 
tty  to go to  any government 
office for some work - the
stark answ er \i "com e after
the  elec tions." even  w hen 
they  a re  no a c tiv e ly  in ­
volved in the conduct o f  the 
elections!

So  p lease a lso  g iv e  us 
som e o the r news tha t will 
keep u s  citizens better in­
formed on other events in the 
cityorthcstaK . E lectionsarc 
not everythin*, and the elec­
tion news hype only further 
pushes these jokers up into 
higher pedestals!

Yours etc..
D r Eugene Thomas, 

Shillong 6

Harrowing 
Monday

Editor,
We arc living in a modem 

society where c itizens, e s­
pecially the sclf-proclaimcd 
leaders are  expected to re­
spect the  ru e o f  law and  
the  in ternet has driven  us 
past the caveman period but 
w hen politicians decide to 
engage in a show o f  strength 
life  goes haywire. I along 
with many ordinary mortals 
w itnessed a raftic  jam  not 
caused by the early start o f  
educational institutions but

because politicians and their 
rowdy followers dccidcd to 
crow d up all roads leading to 
the Deputy Com m issioner's 
O ff ic e . Fiast K hasi H ills. 
N ow  w hy did the  d is tric t 
administration not call only 
the candidate, lus he r family 
members and the top leaders
o f  the party? The spectacle
created by aspiring MLAs 
was such that it appeared as 
i f  they w ere not filing their 
nominations but taking part 
in a competition o f  sorts. It 
w as a sad plight for those 
caught in mcdical emergen­
cies. Wc need to learn fast 
to  dabble  into tech-driven 
solutions o r e lse the words o f  
Late Lee Kuan Yew, former 
prem ier o f  S ingapore  will 
ring true when he said that 
no single person can change 
India.

Yours etc.. 
Christopher Gatphoh.

Shillong-10

Traffic snarls 
should be 
resolved 

immediately
Editor,
Apropos o f  the letter by 

Raghav Bajaj "Horrific traf­
fic jam  in thecity’’(ST Feb 7, 
2023). I too wish to express 
my sense o f  great despera­
tion at what had happened on 
Monday 6, 2023. All roads 
from Laitkor and from 7th 
mile U pper Shillong saw  a

sea o f  stranded vehicles for 
nearly 4 hours. E very day 
the  rou tine  bo ttlenecks at 
Saw lad and  B ailey bridge 
at Umshyrpi with 7 km long 
traffic seems to have become 
an incurablc illness. Luckily 
schools arc closed otherwise 
what a turmoil there would
have been among children.

Let us adm it' that a s o f  
now  the traffic ja m  is not 
curable and  to accep t that 
the Shillong o f  yore is no 
longer able to  allow  rallies 
o r processions i f  we arc to  
lead a  civil life.

With roads from all cor­
ners o f  the state pounding 
heav ily into and away from 
Shillong especially patients 
in a critical state, passengers 
try ing  to catch  train s and 
fligh ts and  people  having 
interview s o r exam ination  
or having any appointments, 
not to forget the daily bread 
earners arc exasperated by 
the om inous traffic jam . Let 
these  o ld  m e thods o f  f il­
ing nom inations that affcct 
traffic in the a lready traf­
fic- ^snarled city  be executed 
through online mode. What 
happened on Monday Febru­
ary  6. should on no account 
be repeated.

Yours etc.,
W. Passah.
Nongkrem.

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te r s  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o f  the w riter*/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Pisacrazy over 
democracy: Challenge 

of 2023 election
By Michael Makri

"K i ju h  hi I xu v h  " (they  
are a ll the sam e, it doesn't 

m atter who wins)
A s an external observer 

and  a  voter, what is im por­
tan t post 2023 e lec tion  is 
ho w  to u p lif t o u r  peop le  
w ho a re  living in  villages 
few  k ilom ete rs  from  the  
city. T he big  m ajority  live  
in  hunger, a re  deprived o f  
roads, com m unication and 
safe  drinking w atcran d  yet 
unknow ingly a rc  burdened 
w ith the governm ent’s debt 
to  p a y  back lo a n s  from  
various funding agencies as 
found by m any RTI activ ­
ists and published by media 
bo th  trad tional and social.

L atest research tells us 
tha t Sri Lanka is in a deep 
financial c risis: Pakistan is 
in tu rm o i; there are predic­
tions o f  more develop ing  
c o u n trie s  fac in g  s im ila r  
instability in the near future 
du e  to  loans ta k en  from  
various national and  inter­
national funding agencies 
such  a s  he  W orld B ank. 
A D B  e tc . H ow  w ill the  
present governm ent o r  the 
next one  fulfil the prom ises 
in the election m anifesto in 
a  sta te  hsrdly cop ing  with 
prov id ing  even  b asic  n e ­
cessities o  its c itizens and 
ha v ing  to repay  th e  loan 
for non-existent projec ts?  
Rem em ber a  m onth  back 
o r  so. there w ere so m any 
*Maw N ongrini’ (founda­
tion  s tones) be ing  la id  to 
th e  po in t th a t no s to n e s 
w ere  left. True, m ost o f  the 
s to n e s  have a lso  c ro sse d  
bo rders  e ither to  B angla­
desh  o r other neighbouring 
states.

Wc need to  be  united, 
bu t w ith  sincere  efforts to 
re s to re  t ie  c re d ib ili ty  o f  
those  coatcsting  the e lec ­
tio n s  and  th e ir  u n g o d ly  
tactics Out churned super­
fast resu lts  c o m p o u n d ed  
by  m assive vote buying. Is 
dem ocracy still a  reality  o r 
has it been m ade obsolete 
by  p isacrazy?  W hatever, 
w c have  to  m ove on  and 
ou r  faith  has to  face  the 
elkillciigi. S u lu l l lc  Fcliiu- 
ary  27. 2023 and  then w hat 
fo llow s N gi daw a  ia  ka 
h o k ’ (w e dem and for our 
rights) slogan w ill continue 
by  those w ho  a re  dancing 
like  David in front o f  the 
A rk during  these  days o f  
elec tion  campaign.

I recently w ent to  c on ­
do le  a  fam ily tha t lo st a 
m other; after a  b rief  prayer 
w c w ere  o ffered tea and a 
gentlem an gave h is o pen ­
in g  rem ark  abou t " p r in ­
c ip le d  c o lla b o ra tio n "  in  
areas that benefit the people 
i f  so and  so  party  w ins the 
e lec tion . N ext to  m y scat 
w as an elderly w om an w ho 
lis tened carefully and  gave  
her concluding rem ark *ki 
ju h  hi baroh’ (all political 
p a rtie s  are  th e  sa m e , no 
m atter w ho w ins change 
an d  d e v e lo p m e n t se em s 
a  d istan t reality). W ill the 
nex t adm in istra tion - bo l­
s te r  its c red ib ility— fulfil 
the ir m anifestos to p revent 
o r d in a ry  v o te rs  lik e  m e 
from  believing in  the pow er 
o f  pisacrszy (m oney pow er 
to  w in  elec tions, not ser­
vice). O r will it be  the same 
for eternity?

L is tc r in g  to  s o  m any  
speeches o f  po liticians in 
m u sh ro o m in g  Y ou T u b e  
C h a n n e ls  in  th e  s ta te .  
“ P isacracia”  not “dcrnoc- 
rac ia" is w hat w e have in 
ou r sta te  and in o u r  country 
a s  a  w hole. W hat bewilders 
m e m ost w as a  confession 
by the Deputy C h ief M inis­
ter that “ l:i pa id bah ki shah 
pynbicj man ka  san  snem " 
(the p c o p ca re  fooled every 
five years by politicians). 
H e is justify ing  that fool­
ing the voters w ith m oney 
is  p a rt o f  o u r  c u ltu re .  I 
strongly  disagree w ith this 
rationalization o f  the m in ­
ister. I still b e lie v e  tha t 
th e re  arc honest c itiz en s  
w h o  a re  p e o p le -o r ien te d  
and  developm ent-oriented. 
I still find such  values are 
em bedded  in the  lives o f  
ou r  e thn i; population, and 
have been reinforced by our 
fo rc fa th c s but sadly, none 
w ith  the  c u rren t ba tch  o f  
leaders . Yes, deep  inside, 
th e re  arc  m any  w ho  can  
d is tin g u ish  w h at is  right 
and  wrong. U nfortunately, 
w e  m ay have been m isled 
and  m esm erized by money.
I ju s t wish this ends and it 
ends with th is 2023 e lec ­
tion.

W hile  a c c c s s in g  o u r

Y ouT ube  C h a n n e l 'D o n  
B o sc o  M e d ia  N etw ork*  
approving  c onten ts before 
th e y  a rc  liv e , on  F e b ru ­
a ry  4 . 2023  I app roved  a 
s to ry  o f  o n e  re s id e n t o f  
L u n id ie n g jr i  w h o  w e n t 
to  the  houses o f  politica l 
c and ida tes  to retu rn  the ir  
pressure  cooker and  bowl 
in exchange  for her vote. 
T rue, how  can a  vote b e  so 
cheap  as a  bow l o r  a  p res­
su re  cooker. W hile  I c a n ’t 
c o m m e n t o n  th e  la d y 's  
m o tive  for he r ac t. I can  
on ly  appeal to  every c iti/c n  
to  do  lik e w ise , d e m a n d  
for y o u r  rig h t now . W ill 
the  v a rious o rgan izations 
w ear headgears, carry flags, 
s h o u t  s lo g a n s  a n d  g iv e  
restless tim e to  police  and 
p a ra -m ilita ry  fo rces that 
patrol the roads and  offices 
now ? I am  not calling for 
ag ita tion  o r  coaxing  w ar:
I ju s t w an t to  ju s t ify  the 
p o w er  o f  p isa c ra zy  o v e r  
dem ocracy.

O f  the  m any W haisA pp 
G roups I am  associated with 
a s  a  m em ber, one  political 
W hatsA pp group posted  a 
video clip  o f  a  certain M D C 
from  W est Khasi H ills w ho 
vehem en tly  critic ized  the 
c h ie f  m in is te r  w h o  w en t 
fo r e lec tio n  c am pa ign  to 
T r ip u ra  a n d  sa n g  'S u m ­
m er o f  6 9 ’ to  sw ay  voters 
to  v o te  fo r  h is  p o lit ic a l 
party . In b e tw ee n  o f  the 
one  m inute  long  v id e o  is 
a  p ic tu re  o f  a  m an  w ith  
e yes w ide open  and  do llar 
b ills  in h is hand. Then the 
v ideo  c o n tin u es  w ith  the 
s a m e  M D C  p ra is in g  the  
C M  and the political party 
a s  i f a  healing m iracle has 
ju s t happened. No w onder, 
o u r  political asp iran ts  are 
p isacrazy  b esides hav ing  
no  politica l degree. T his is 
one  o f  the m any rea lities in 
o u r  country. H ence w e see 
the  m ajority  shifting their 
loyalties ju st for a  penny.

H 1TO  c a m c  f o rw a rd  
to  file an FIR against the 
tr io  o f  Sn iaw C onP res for 
v io la ting  Traffic rules and 
the  M uloi V chiclc A ct lu 
th e  D G P. W e w ill k n o w  
thc  ou tcom e but it is  a  va in 
th o u g h t  w h en  la w m a k ­
e rs  a re  first a nd  forem ost 
law  b reakers. O bviously , 
pisacrazy w orks w ith every 
one  inc lud ing  policem en. 
B u t w h e n  a d if fe re n tly -  
a b le d  c h i ld  d id n 't  w ea r  
the  helm et for a reason, a 
few  m onths a go , her poor 
m o th e r  had  to  go to  the 
p o lic e  s ta tio n  and  pay  a 
heavy  fine.

O n January  31, w e c on ­
c lu d ed  the  G ra n d  F inale  
o f ‘Ka Stir Kynud" (please  
check  for it on  D on Bosco 
M edia  N etw ork  YouTube 
c h a n n e l)  a  p la tfo rm  fo r 
budding singers in the state. 
A parent o f  one  o f  the c on ­
te s ta n ts  w h o  wfa s  am ong  
the top ten finalists told me. 
they  go t de layed  a s  the ir  
sittin g  M L A  w as in  the ir 
h o u se  th r e a te n in g  them  
that they w ould have to  re­
fund a ll the help they have 
received  from the M LA  in 
the  past in  case  the  M LA  
loses the elec tion  th is year. 
Is the M LA  sure  o f  losing 
for him  to  threaten voters 
tha t way”?

F in a lly , w il l  th e  new  
adm inistra tion  that will be 
form ed in  March 2023 fully 
respect the d ign ity  o f  the 
hum an person by ensuring 
tha t the genuine will o f  the 
people em erges in  the e lec­
tion th is  year? O r, a s  in the 
past, will it again  utilize its 
political pow er to  solidify 
its future? "W in  o r  Lose” 
G od w ants a ll h is  creatures 
to  enjoy  the benefits from 
the resources o f  this beauti­
ful sta te  o f  M eghalaya and 
no t on ly  those  w ho  have 
am assed  w ealth  and  pow er 
by hook o r  by  crook. M ay 
th is G od em pow er us, be­
lievers. to  be undaunted de­
spite ou r 'j ing shah  pynbiej * 
(b ein g  foo led) ev ery  five 
years . L et us s ta rt laying 
dow n a  solid foundation o f  
a  dem ocratized  M eghalaya 
and  not a  pisacra tizcd  M e­
g h a la y a  by  m a k in g  vo te  
buying and  deceptive label­
ling even ts  o f  the past. To 
the new  governm ent! M ove 
on  b e cause  the  poo r w ait 
for you. Wc a re  one  'B ig  
Force’ to reckon w ith i f  ou r 
c raze  is for dem ocracy and 
no t lo r money.

( T h e  a u th o r  c a n  h e  
r e a c h e d  a t  m a k r is d h @  
gniail.com )
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Decoding the Union 
Budget for North-East

“The top o f one mountain is always 
the bottom o f another. ”

—  M aria n n e  W illiam son

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
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Double-faced Covid expenditure
T H E  c la im  b y  ihe  f o rm e r  D ir e c to r  H e a lth  S e rv ic e s  

( D H S )  w h o  is  t o w  a  c a n d id a te  o f  th e  U n ite d  D e m o ­

c ra t ic  P a r ty  (U D P )  f ro m  N o rth  S h i l lo n g  tlia t th e  

a c tu a l  e x p e n s e s  o n  C o v id  w h ic h  h e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  

h a v in g  'c o r n e a s  a  h u r ric a n e  a n d  le a v in g  lik e  a  c a lm  

b r e e z e ' a lso  lef: th e  s ta te  p o o re r  b y  R s  8 1 6  c ro rc s . 

T h e  D H S  c la im s  th e  a m o u n t a c tu a l ly  e x p e n d e d  w as  

R s  2 4 8  c ro rc s . T h e  H e a lth  M in is te r  o n  th e  f lo o r  o f  

th e  H o u s e  s a id  ihe  C o v id  e x p e n d itu r e  w a s  a  w h o p ­

p in g  R s  8 1 6  c ro rcs . T h e  q u e s t io n  n o w  is w h e re  has 

th e  a m o u n t o f  Rs 5 6 8  c ro r c  d is a p p e a r e d ?  T h a t  th is  

m a tte r  w a s  ta b led  in  th e  A sse m b ly  a n d  th e re  w a s  no 

u p r o a r  r e v e a ls  die s ta rk  r e a lity  th a t th e  M L A s  w ho  

a rc  su p p o se d  to  ho ld  th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  a c c o u n t d o n 't  

re a lly  d o  th e ir  h o m e w o rk . It w a s  in c u m b e n t th a t th e  

M L A s  in th e  O p p o s itio n , w h ic h  is  m a in ly  th e  T M C  

sh o u ld  h a v e  ra is ed  h e ll o n  th is  h u g e  e x p e n d itu re  

a n d  a s k e d  fo r  z. d e ta i le d  d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  m a tte r. 

T h e  M D A  G o v e rn m e n t h a d  e a r l ie r  c la im e d  th a t it 

h a d  s p e n t a  c o n s id e ra b le  su m  o n  in f ra s tru c tu re  lik e  

th e  C o v id  S te p -d o w n  fa c ility  a t th e  N e w  S h illo n g  

T o w n s h ip  a n d  a s im ila r  in f ra  n e a r  th e  G a n c s h  D as 

h o sp ita l.

A n  in sp e c t io n  o f  th is  s i t e  fo u n d  th a t it w a s  an 

u n u se d  fac ility . B u t th e  s iz e  o f  th e  in f ra s tru c tu re  d id  

n o t w a r ra n t  su c h  a  h u g e  e x p e n d itu re . R s 2 4 8  c ro re  

in  i t s e l f  w o u ld  h a v e  c o v e re d  a  lo t o f  g ro u n d  a n d  

p a id  fo r th e  a n ti-C o v id  in je c t io n s  a n d  th e  m e d ica l 

e x p e n d itu re  o f  C o v id  p a t ie n ts  th a t c o u ld  no t p a y  fo r  

th e ir  tr e a tm e n t.  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w h o  re c e iv e d  

th e  f irs t d o s e  s to o d  a t 1 3 ,1 7 ,4 0 7  ( 3 4 % , th e  lo w e s t in 

th e  c o u n try ;  th e  s e c o n d  d o se  9 .7 2 ,0 5 6  ( 2 5 % )  a n d  th e  

P re c a u tio n  d o s e  w a s  lo w e st a t 4 4 ,8 1 5  ( 1 .1 7 % ). W h a t 

th is  in fo rm s  is  th a t m o re  th a n  h a l f  th e  p o p u la tio n  

o f  M e g h a la y a  w a s  u n v a c c in a te d  e v e n  w ith  th e  first 

d o s e  a n d  a b o u t 7 5 %  d id  n o t g e t th e ir  se c o n d  d o se . 

T h e  le ss  w e  sp e ak  a b o u t th e  p re c a u tio n a ry  d o se  th e  

be tte r . S o , th e re  is  a  s h ro u d  o f  s e c re c y  s u r ro u n d in g  

th e  C o v id  e x p en d itu re . U n le s s  so m e  R TI a c tiv is t tr ie s  

to  d ig  a t th e  tru th  o f  th e  m a tte r  th is  to o  w ill  d is a p p e a r  

fro m  th e  ra d a r  o f  p u b lic  a tte n t io n .

T h e  issu e  is sh o u t p u b lic  a c c o u n ta b il ity  w h ic h  is  

so re ly  la c k in g  in M e g h a la y a . W ill th e  s it tin g  M L A s 

e x p la in  w h y  they  d id  n o t r a is e  th is  m a tte r  in  th e  A s ­

se m b ly ?  A fte r  all, a n  e x c e s s  e x p e n d itu re  o f  o v e r  R s 

5 0 0  c ro re  m e a n s  a  h u g e  a m o u n t o f  p u b lic  m o n e y  

th a t is  u n a c c o u n te d  for. W ill th is  is su e  c o m e  u p  fo r  

d is c u s s io n  d u r in g  th e  c a m p a ig n  p e r io d ?  K n o w in g  

M e g h a la y a , th is  is su e  w ill  b e  lo st in  th e  c a c o p h o n y  

o f  n o is e s  a n d  f inger p o in tin g  th a t is  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  

c a m p a ig n s  h e re  th a t sk im  o v e r  c r it ic a l is su e s . P e r­

h a p s  o n ly  c a n d id a te s  fro m  K A M  a n d  V P P  a c tu a lly  

h a v e  th e  c a p a c i.y  to  g o  d e e p  in to  th e  m a tte r  a n d  d ig  

u p  th e  tru th  a b o u t th e  C o v id  e x p e n se s . A n  RTI on  

th is  is  in  o rd e r!

S hut o f  B u dge ta ry  A llocation  u n d e r  MDONER in  U n io n  B udge t

Mi7-u »i*-x »x-ii

Source: Union Budget  Document* for 2023-24 and its previous year*

By Sridhar Kundu

Surge in Capital 
Expenditure and 

Neglect of the Poor
By T.M. Thomas Isaac

Do we have 
a choice?

Editor,
R ecently  I cam e across 

a  video in  which an African 
spoke about the political sit­
uation in his home country. 
Here is what he said, "What 
is the difference between an 
ordinary th ie f  and a politi­
cal thief? The ordinary thief 
steals ou r money, ou r bag. 
o u r  jew elle ry , oar w atch , 
e tc .. bu t a po litica l th ie f  
steals our future, our careers, 
our education, our health, our 
business, our roads and other 
infrastructure. The hilarious 
part is tliat the ordinary thief 
decides whom to rob but wc 
are the ones who choose the 
politica l th ie f  w io  rob us 
because we vote for them in 
every election. V/e blindly 
say we are not blind. Who 
is  d e ce iv in g  w hom ? T he 
ridiculous part o f  the whole 
issue is that we fight to pro­
tect our belongings from the 
ordinary th ie f  but w e fight 
each  o th e r  to  defend and 
pro tec t the political thief. 
Is that not w hat wc do? We 
fight for the thugs w ho steal 
our future, our careers, our 
education , our health, ou r 
roads, our livelihoods. W hat 
a shame! W hat a travesty! It 
calls for us to think and think 
deeply. ’’

I think the above speech 
also perfectly describes our

ow n pred icam en t here  in 
M eghalaya. Do wc really 
have a  choice? I don 't see 
that w e have any. We alw ays 
have to  choose the best from 
am ongst evil men perhaps 
because generally  only the 
w orst o f  hum anity are a t­
tracted to  jo in  politics.

Yours etc., 
Samuel Swett, 

Shillong- 2

Encourage 
those who 

work for the 
environment
Editor,
W hom do you blame if  a 

child is not properly washed 
and is scruffy? Certainly, the 
parents. So. w ho should you 
blame i f  the rivers and lakes 
a re  po llu ted  and  dum ped 
with m ountains o f  garbage? 
Please keep guessing. Well, 
the news story • "R ivers or­
phaned: Is O CU pursuing a 
futile agenda?" (ST Jan 23. 
2023) rightly  lam ents how 
the  “ natura l resources” in 
the state are in a sorry state 
o f  affairs. W hy and w ho are 
answerable? Frankly speak­
ing. the  heaps o f  c lo thes, 
broken furniture, tin . plastic 
fd led  w ith  w hatno t....w ill 
be left uncleared until they 
get w ashed aw ay one  day

T he budgetary allocation 
for the M inistry o f  Develop­
ment o f  N orth-East Region 
(M D O N E R ) in the  union 
budget o f  the G overnm ent 
o f  Ind ia  has not c ro sse d  
o v e r  I p e rc en t. In  2015-
16, the total allocation was 
Rs. 1986 crorcs, which was 
about 0.11 pe rcen t o f  the 
total union budget. In 2016-
17. th is share w ent up to
0 .13 percent. Since 2 0 16 -17, 
there is a progressive reduc­
tion  o f  b u dge t a llo ca tio n  
for M DONER. and it came 
dow n to Rs. 1853 c ro rcs
1.e., about 0 .05 percen t in 
2020-21. D uring the post- 
cov id l9  period, the budget 
allocation  fo r the m in istry  
w ent up by small margins. 
I lowevcr. a m ajor correction 
happened in the union budget 
for 2023-24.

Total buduet a llocation  
under th e  M D O N E R  has 
increased above 20U percent

in 2023-24. In 2022-23(BE), 
the total allocation was Rs. 
2800  c ro rc s  a n d  it  w en t 
up to  R s. 5892 c ro rcs  in 
2023-24(B E ). The budget 
share reached 0.13 percent 
in 2023-24 FY.

S in ce  its fo rm atio n  in 
2004 . the M D O N ER c a r­
r ies  th e  re sp o n s ib ility  o f  
p la n n in g , e x ec u tin g , and 
monitoring the development 
schemes and projects in eight 
northeastern states. Budget 
allocation under the ministry 
is used for development pur­
poses in the region. A sfa ras  
the budget allocation in the 
union budget 2023-24FY is 
conecm cd. a few points a t­
tract special attention.

First, in the union budget 
2023-24. the composition o f  
budgetary allocation stands 
different from the previous 
years. Capital expenditure is 
given the  highest priority in 
the total budgetary provision 
under the MDONER.

A s per the structure o f  the 
budget accounting process.

by torrential rains. W ill the 
problem be over then? Not at 
all. It only goes to  debilitate 
UMIAM lake further.

T h a n k  G o d , w e  h ave  
some assiduous members o f  
OCU (Operation Clean-U p) 
who get together to  clean the 
riversides twice a month. But 
the river cleaned yesterday 
gets c logged with heaps o f  
garbage the next day. H ow ­
ever. the  team has not given 
up and it is ploughing with 
the m ess for the past four 
years. For many, they have 
become an inspiration. By 
the way, have those diligent 
m embers ever been publicly 
appreciated by the concerned 
authorities? Has the govern­
ment o r the pollution board 
extended their full support? 
We are not aw are  o f  that. 
T here  a re  a s  yet no stric t 
p roh ib ition  o rd ers  issued  
by th e  au tho ritie s  against 
the d u m p in g  o f  ga rbage. 
W hy couldn 't that at least be 
done? It would have boost­
ed the m orale o f  the OCU 
members. This exposes the 
com plete  lackadaisica l a t­
titude  o f  the  governm ent. 
T h e re fo re ,  p e o p le , ev en  
the literate, keep dum ping 
w aste  w ith im punity  near 
riversides, lakes and drains. 
O ne w onders how this must 
have disheartened the OCU 
members!

Incidentally, I believe, it is 
vain to take pride in claiming

total expenditure is broadly 
divided into two heads. Rev­
enue Expenditure (Revex) 
and  C a p ita l E x p en d itu re  
(Capex). Spending under the 
head ofmaintenance o f  exist­
ing establishments is known 
a s  R evenue E xpend itu re . 
For Example, salary, subsi­
dies, interest paym ent, etc. 
Spending under the head o f  
the creation o f new establish­
ments is known as Capital 
Expenditure. For exam ple, 
c rea ting  new  schools and 
hospitals, setting up manu­
facturing uniu, etc. Capital 
spending a s a  result helps in 
gross value addition to  total 
output and in creating new 
em ploym ent opportunities. 
Public spending on capital 
fo rm ation helps a s  a push 
factor for economic growth 
and it ix needed during an

economic slowdown.
A s far as the budget a l­

location under M DONER is 
concerned, among these two 
major heads o f expenditure, 
the  C a p cx  share  in  to ta l
expenditure in 2023-24FY  
stands at 70 percent. How­
ever, in 2022-23(R E). this 
share w as ju st 27 percent and 
in 2021-22. the share w as 
even less i.e. 25 percent.

There is  a massive incre­
ment in the Capcx in  2023- 
24FY. In 2022-23(BE). the 
total Capcx was only Rs. 659 
crorcs and it increased to  Rs. 
4094 crorcs in2023-24(BE). 
The growth in Capcx for the 
northeast is above 500 per­
cent in 2023-24 FY.

S eco nd , a m a jo r share  
o f  the rise in budgetary a l­
location  u n d :r  M D O NER 
went tow ards he North-East 
Special Infrastmcture Devel­
opment Scheme (NESIDS). 
In 2023-24 (3F.). the total 
budgetary allocation under 
the scheme is Rs. 2491. the 
largest allocation since the

that we are in the advanced 
age o f  the 21 st century. I f  we 
do a serious Jtudy, wc have 
only walked the w rong path. 
O ur am bition and aspiration
h:ive o n ly  oivon b irth  lo
endless problems. W hat we 
have achieved in the name 
o f  developm ent is only at 
the  cost o f  t>ur health and 
ecology. N ear-irreversible 
“c lim a te  change,*’ (I find 
this phrase weak), is the ou t­
com e o f  our indiscriminate 
and ruthless exploitation o f  
natural resources. With the 
in d u stria l revo lu tion , the 
capitalists have churned out 
billions o f  consumer items 
that raised the heat o f  the 
planet. O fco trsc . their greed 
has still blinded them to see 
no w rong w in  the release o f  
greenhouse gases leading to 
catastrophic environm ental 
damage. Behold, our desire 
to  bask  in  opu len ce  and  
luxury has only punctured 
the ozone layer. This lias also 
posed a serious threat to even 
the anim al kiigdom .

W hat ifw ildanim alssud- 
dcnly become "intelligent" 
like humans now? They will 
certa in ly  sn ttch  aw ay our 
guns and pistols and  shoot 
us dow n. They will scream 
and  ro a r : “ H ey hu m a n s, 
your intelligence luis only 
wreaked havoc with nature 
and threatened our existence. 
W ithout you. th is EARTH 
will be more serene and liv­
able, so get lost!"

inception o f  the schem e in 
2018. In 2018-19, the total 
bud g e tary  a llo c a tio n  un ­
der the N ESID S w as only 
Rs. 180 crorcs. In the current 
year i.e.. 2022-23(RE), the 
total allocation  is Rs. 1273 
crores.

T he im portant aspect o f  
th e  b u d g e ta ry  a llo c a tio n  
under NESIDS is itscom po- 
sition. A larger share o f  total 
spending under the scheme is 
provisioned under the capital 
head. Total Capcx is  fixed 
at Rs.2446 crorcs which is 
about 98 percent o f  the total 
a lloca tion  proposed  under 
the scheme in 2023-24(BE).

Briefly, N ESIDS is a de­
v e lopm en t sc h em e  under 
which financial assistance  
is provided for p rojects o f  
physical infrastructure such 
ax road connectivity, supply

o f  power, and drinking water. 
The scheme also emphasizes 
on develop ing  social sec ­
to r in frastru c tu re  such a s 
schools, hosp itals, e tc. A 
big push for capcx under this
scheme aim s a t accelerating 
the pace o f  progress o f  the 
p rojects sanctioned  across 
all eight states in the region.

The third but. important 
allocation is  made under the 
head o f  the Prim e M inister 
D evelopm ent In itiative for 
the N orth-East Region (PM- 
D evlNE). This scheme was 
introduced in 2022-23 and 
the total budgetary alloca­
tion under the schem e was 
Rs. 400 crores out o f  which 
the Revex w as Rs. 50 crorcs 
and  the rest Rs.350 crorcs 
allocated under Capcx.

In 2023-24(BE). total a l­
location under PM-DcvINE 
increased to Rs.2200 crorcs 
with a  rise above 500 per­
cent. A m ajor share o f  total 
expenditure is allocated un­
der the head o f  C apex i.e. 
above 70 percent.

Yours etc..
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

Who scores 
more marks in 

Parliament?
Editor.
W h e n  A B  V a jp a y e e  

w hose  governm en t lasted  
o n ly  th irteen  d a y s d e liv ­
ered  a m em orable  speech 
in Lok Sabha and explained 
in  d e ta il w hy he  a nd  his 
cab in e t w ere  resign ing  it 
was the view  o f  Vajpayee 
that the public should know 
about the functioning o f  die 
governm ent. O n February 
7. it w as the turn o f  Rahul 
G andhi w here  he levelled 
various allegations against 
the  p re se n t g o v e rn m e n t. 
O n February  8. the M odi 
government replied to all die 
allegations levelled against 
it. And just a s Vajpayee had 
said that the public should 
know  about the  functioning 
o f  the government, the same 
is now applicable to Modi. In 
his speech M odi remained 
silent on the issues raised by 
Rahul Gandhi w hereas in a 
mature democratic country 
answers to various questions 
a re  expected . In the  USA 
there is open discussion on 
every issue and  candidates 
have to first clear the doubts 
o f  their ow n party m embers 
and later respond to allcga-

B ricfly . PM D cv lN E  is 
im p lem en ted  th rough  the 
North-Eastern Council' Cen­
tral administrative Ministries 
/  D epartments to  fund infra­
structure, in the spirit o f  PM 
G atiShakti.and social devel­
opment projects based on the 
felt needs o f  the N ortheast 
region. T his scheme aims at 
enabling livelihood activities 
for youth and w omen, filling 
the gaps in various sectors. 
A higher rise  in the Capex 
a im s  a t b u ild in g  up  new  
in frastru c tu rc  to  ge t easy  
access to  the rural masses in 
the hilly areas.

Last but no t th e  least, 
th e  b u d g e ta ry  p rov isions 
for public sector undertak­
ings (PSUs) such as N orth­
east R egional A gricultural 
M arketing Corporation and. 
N ortheast H and loom  and  
H and icrafts  D evelopm ent 
Corporations do not see any 
change. In 2023-J4(M h). the

total budgetary provision for 
these tw o PSUs stands at Rs. 
9 .7  crore which is the same 
as in 2022-23(RE). However, 
in 2021-22, the  budgetary 
allocation w as a  little higlici
at Rs. 15 crorcs.

The union budget 2023- 
24FY is undoubtedly a bud­
get aims at capital formation. 
Total Capex in  the budget 
for the country w ent up by 
37 percent from its previous 
year i.e. 2022-23(RE). The 
broader objective o f  the gov­
ernm ent is to  b y  out a plan 
for medium- and long-term 
grow th  w hich w ould take 
the country forw ard towards 
su s ta in a b le  d evelopm en t. 
T h e  b u d g e ta ry  p ro v is io n  
un d e r M D O N E R  a nd  its  
com position is certain ly  a 
reflection o f  the  overall m ac­
roeconomic objective o f  the 
government.

(D r  Sridhar K uiutu the  
author is/acutlv B harti Insti­
tu te  o f  P ublic Policy, Indian  
School o f  Business. Stohali)

tions from the O pposition. 
Listening to such discussions 
makes Americans proud o f  
th e ir  dem ocracy . H ere, it 
w as obligatory on the part 
o f  M odi to  a t le a s t give  
some sort o f  assurance that 
m a tte rs  ra is ed  w o u ld  be 
looked into seriously and if  
there arc irregularities those 
w ould be addressed. Modi 
should have touched on  the 
issue o f  A gnccvirand should 
have given assurance to the 
people o f  diis country in this 
regard.

Modi is confident because 
he believes the common man 
has confidence in him but he 
forgets that the sam e com ­
mon man had defeated the 
party recently in H imachal 
Pradesh assem bly elections 
and  corpo ration  e lec tions 
in Delhi. Modi speaking in 
Parliam ent is no d ifferen t 
from Modi giving an election 
speech.

Finally, i f  one is to  decidc 
on  the m arks to  be given  
to Rahul Gandhi and Modi 
on their speeches in Parlia­
ment then Modi would have 
scored 49 marks and Rahul 
Gandhi 51.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan 

Via email

A r t ic le s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riter*/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

W e m ay so o n  be  th e  
third largest econom y in the 
w orld bin budgets like the 
one  for 2023-24. presented 
la s t wcc< in  P a rliam en t, 
w ill c n s irc  tha t the  qual- 
ity -o f-l if :  ran k in g  o f  the 
average  c itizen in the third 
la rgest econom y is  a t the 
bottom  quarter o f  the global 
list. Rapid g row th w ith fair 
distribution should be the  
ob jec tive  o f  a n y  budge t. 
A nd every budget should 
be  assessed by the  dictum  
o f  M ahamia G andhi: “ R e­
call the face o f  the poorest 
and  the weakest m an whom 
you  m ay have seen, and  ask 
y o u rs e l f  i f  th is  s te p  you  
contem plate is  g o ing  to  be 
o f  any  use to  him ”.

W hat is the condition o f  
the o rd iiu ry  Indian c iti/e n  
to d a y ?  The b o tto m  50%  
ow n  less than  6 %  o f  the 
n a tio n a l w ea lth  and  le ss  
than  15% o f  the national 
in c o m e . T h e  W orld  In ­
equality  Report 2022 which 
h igh ligh ted  the  situa tion  
p la c e d  Ind ia  a m o n g  the  
m o s t u n e q u a l c o u n tr ie s  
w ith ris irg  poverty  and  an 
“affluent elite". T he growth 
in  the  national incom e had 
been  dece lera ting  du ring  
the NDA period from over 
8%  to 3.1%  in the quarter 
on  the eve o f  Covid. I f  wc 
ta k e  th e  a v e ra g e  o f  th e  
fo u r yea-s from  2019-20  
to  2 0 2 2 -2 3 , th e  g ro w th  
rate  would com e to 2.7% . 
T h e  pe r capita incom e in 
2021-22 is low er than the 
pe r cap ita  incom e  before  
C ov id . But the  b asic  a s ­
sum ption o f  th is B udget is 
tha t o f  "a full recovery in 
FY 22 ahead o f  m any  na­
tions and (is) position(cd) 
to  ascend the pre-pandem ic 
grow th  path in FY 23” .

H aving declared  a  state 
o f  full recovery by 2021 -22, 
there is  little w onder w hy 
the budget has turned aw ay 
from the x>or and  ord inary  
c itizens. T h e  governm ent 
c laim s a  reduction in u rban 
unem ploym ent (it is  silent
on  rural em ploym ent) and
in in fla tkn  but both arc still 
on  the high side. It rem ains 
a  fact that the availab le  o f­
ficial data also poin ts to an 
increase in the  people under 
the official poverty  line, for 
the first tim e since  poverty 
began  to  decline durum  the
1980$

In the  past four years, 
th e  p e r  c ap ita  rea l c o n ­
sum ption has been growing 
by less th in  5%  per annum . 
But the budget, instead o f  
stim u la tin g  con su m p tio n  
dem and, la s  decided  to  cut 
back on  food subsidies. T he 
nom inal food subsidy  has 
been cu t by 31 %  from  Rs 
2.X7 lakh c rores to  Rs 1.97 
lakh crores.

P o v e r ty  a l l e v i a t i o n  
p ro g ra m m e s  h a v e  b e en  
given  short shrift. T he  m ost 
im p o r ta n t a m o n g  th e m  
is  M G N REG S w hose  a l­
lo c atio n  h a s  be en  c u t to  
Rs 60,003 crores. T he a c ­
tual expenditure in 2 0 2 1 -22 
w as Rs 98,468 crores and 
the  expected  expend itu re  
in 2022-23 is  Rs 89 ,400  
crores. The total a llocation  
fo r th e  N a tio n a l S o c ia l 
A ssistance schem e, angan- 
wadis, National L ivelihood 
M ission, nutrition programs 
have stagnated a t less titan 
R s 6 0 .0 0 0  c ro r c s .  A s  a 
ratio  to  G D P the allocation  
for the above anti-poverty 
program m es has declined  
from 0.79%  in 2022-23 to  
0.53% . The otlier tw o major 
program m es a rc  the d rink ­
ing w ater and housing w ith 
overall a llocation o f  Rs 1.5 
lakh crorcs and  an  increase 
o f  13% from the revised e s ­
tim ate  o f2 022 -23 . but still 
below  the budget estim ate 
o f  2021 -22.

T h e  a lloca tion  for ag ­
ric u l tu re  a n d  a llie d  s e c ­
tors including PM -K ISA N  
is  1.4 laeh c ro rcs , low er 
than  the  b udge t e s tim a te  
for 2022-23. T he fertiliser 
subsidy  is dow n by 22%  
from  R s 2 .25  lakh c rores 
to  Rs 1.75 lakh crorcs. T he 
allocation for food procure­
m e n t and  m a rk e t in te r ­
ven tion  has been  reduced 
from Rs '2 0 0 0  crores to  Rs 
60 .000  crores.

The education and health 
secto r has seen a  m arginal 
im provem ent from tl»c bud­
get estim ates for 2022-23. 
b u t  th is  is  to ta lly  in a d ­
e q u a te  c o m p ared  to  th e  
requirem ent. A s a  ratio  to 
G D P . the  a llo c a t io n  for 
education has w itnessed a

steady  d ecline  du ring  the 
N D A  reg im e from  0 .63%  
in 2013-14 to  0 .37%  in the 
present budget.

T he S tate  governm ents 
b e a r  th e  m a in  b u rden  o f  
s o c ia l w e l fa re  e x p e n d i­
tu re. T h is  is also going  to 
be  a d v erse ly  a ffec te d  by 
a  reduction in the Central 
transfers to the State gov ­
e rn m e n ts . F rom  Rs 4.61 
lakh c ro rcs  in 2021-22  it 
is  dow n  to  Rs 3 .6 7  lakh  
c rores in 2022-23. A nd the 
c u rren t a lloca tion  is  on ly  
Rs 3.59 lakhs.

W hy w as the budget o f  
the  poor com pressed in the 
a b o v e  m anner and  under 
such  d ire  conditions?  T he 
reason  is  that the  govern ­
m ent considers fiscal s ta ­
b ili ty  pa ra m o u n t for the  
future. So. it has  reduced 
the  fiscal deficit from 6 .4%  
to 5 .9%  o f  the GDP. A nd 
h a s  re d u c e d  th e  o v e ra ll 
g o v e rn m e n t e x p en d itu re  
in  re la tio n  to  G D P  from  
15.3%  in 2022-23 (revised) 
to  14.9%.

A t the  sam e  tim e, the 
governm en t's  grow th stra t­
egy  invo lves m a in ta in ing  
the  accelera tion  in  capital 
expenditure  du ring  the post 
C ovid  period. In 2022-23. 
c a p i ta l  e x p e n d itu r e  has 
been raised from 3.9%  o f  
G D P  in 2022-23 to  4 .6% . 
G iven  the  reduction in the 
o v e ra l l  e x p e n d itu re  a nd  
fiscal deficit, h igher capital 
expenditure is possible only 
th rough  a squeeze  on  e x ­
penditure for the poor. That 
is precisely w hat N irm ala 
S itharam an has done.

A n a lte rn a tiv e  th e  f i ­
nance m in ister had w as to 
raise  m ore  ta x  resources, 
a  sm all w ealth  tax on the 
super-rich w ould have done 
th e  tr ic k . But th e  u n ion  
finance  m in iste r  docs not 
w ant to  raise m ore  resourc­
e s  from  the rich. In fact, the 
tax G D P ratio  has rem ained 
a t the sam e level a s in the 
p rev ious year.

N ow  the question  arises,
w ill h igher capita l cxpcn
d itu rc  th rough  m ultip lie r  
e ffe c ts  le ad  to  an  a c c e l­
era tion  in grow th?  But the 
puzzle is that despite  higher 
governm ent cap ita l invest­
m ent private  investm ent is 
not forthcoming. T he G ross 
F ixed  C ap ita l F o rm ation  
( G F C F )  to  G D P  w h ic h  
w as 39%  2010-11 sharply 
declined  and  continued  to 
dece lera te  under N D A  to 
around  31% . U nder Covid 
it fell sharply and has yet to 
fully recover. An exasper­
a ted  Finance M in ister w as 
heard dem anding an answ er 
from  industry at a  summ it 
in D elh i la s t S e p te m b e r  
“ Since 2019 ... I have been 
h e a r in g  in d u stry  d o e s n 't  
th ink  [die environm ent] is 
conducive. A lright, die tax 
ra te  w as  b ro u g h t dow n. 
. . .G iv e  PL I (p ro d u c tio n  
linked incentive). W e have 
g iven  PLI. I w ant to  hear 
tro m  In d ia  In c .;  w h a t 's  
stopping you?"

T he answ er to  that puz­
z le  is  n o t s im p le . T h e ir  
expec tations o f  consum p­
tion dem and a re  a n  im por­
tant factor. B esides exces­
s ive  cronyism  and  lack o f  
fairness and  transparency  
w o u ld  b e  a n o th e r  d e te r ­
ren t. A public po licy  that 
is  g e a red  to  the  c re a tio n  
o f  a  few cham pion  inves­
to r s  le ad s  th e  m in im um  
governm ent to  be  a  m axi­
m um  governm ent w hen it 
com es to  certain  favoured 
c o rpo ra tes . Such  a  s itu a ­
tion  d o e s not en thuse  the 
“anim al sp irits" o f  the in­
vestors. It is sym bolic diat 
th e  b u d g e t c e le b ra t io n s  
w ere rudely d isrupted, not 
by p rotesting people but by 
the investors w ho b id dow n 
the  sha re  prices o f  A dani 
com panies.

W h a te v e r  th e  rea so n , 
th e  s u b d u e d  in v e s tm e n t 
g iven  the level o f  technol­
ogy, w ould im ply subdued 
grow di. W c have a lready  
referred  to  e conom ic  d e ­
c e le ra t io n  u n d e r  N D A . 
T hough  even the econom ic 
su rv ey  has very carefu lly  
avoided  it from the list o f  
shocks tha t a d verse ly  a f ­
fected die Indian econom y, 
it w as the dem onetisation  
th a t tr ig g e re d  the  d o w n ­
w ard  slip.

(Dr. T .M .T hom as Isaac 
is  the form er Finance M in­
ister o f  K erala) (Syndicate: 
T he B illion Press) (email: 
ed ito rfa theb i II ionprcss)
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Whither Khasi spiritual values? 
Society disparate and broken

“ Without a  sense o f  urgency, 
desire loses its value. ”

—  J im  R ohn

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
MIII.I.ONG. I Kll>\\, I I IIUI \KY 10. 202J

Cov caught in a row
UNFORTUNATELY, the present unsavoury row 
over cow s might leave a bitter taste in many 
mouths. It all started with a  call from the Animal 
Welfare Board to celebrate February 14 next, as 
Cow Hug Day. The day is marked and celebrated 
worldw ide as Valentine’s  Day, or the day o f  the 
Feast o f  Saint Valentine as per Christian beliefs. 
In fact, such celebrations now  cut across reli­
gious persuasions. This is a part o f  the folklore 
and, year after year, the Day is made a big event 
by young men and women. For, its sentiments 
are predominantly identified with love and ro­
mance. The animal welfare board is well within 
its jurisdiction to decide on any day to express 
the nation 's affcction and high regard for the 
cow. but the twist the Board sought to effect in 
the tale by giving it an obvious link to Valentine 
D ay's theme was perhaps uncalled for.

Cow is holy for Hindus and sentiments therein 
are very strong across most states. The B JP s  
politics is veered round Hindu sentiments. This 
has only raised the esteem  large section o f  the 
populace here have for this animal. The m other 
m otif vis-a-vis the cow is for real from the fact 
that the cow ’s m ilk is widely used for human 
sustenance. Cows arc revered in the w estern 
culture as  well. The N etherlands is famous for 
its koe knutTelcn (“hugging the cow ” ) practice, 
which the Dutch believe helps in healing one’s 
alim ent. Well-bred cows are a  sight to behold, 
irrespective of their religious aura and afTcction 
towards them  across continents.

All said, the Animal W elfare B oard's strange 
mix could have been left at that and no ulterior 
motives needed to be read into it. But, when 
Union Minister for animal husbandry, Parshot- 
tam Rupala, stepped forward to put his weight 
behind  the dec ision , m any eyebrow s w ere 
naturally raised. The spirit o f  Valentine’s Day 
is far removed from the love and affection one 
has for cow s or other anim als o r even to one’s 
own family n:embers. W hen a strange mix is 
presented it creates both shock and revulsion. Be 
that as it may, it w ould be highly appreciated if 
the ministers running the nation steer themselves 
clear o f  petty controversies. They have a wider 
canvas to think about and act. Unfortunately, a 
feeling gains ground that several o f  the ministers 
in the Modi dispensation are not able to rise up 
to people’s expectations and they are so faceless. 
The high esteem for the present government 
is principally reserved for the Prime M inister 
and som e veterans in his ministry. The others 
rarely speak, and when they speak they show a 
tendency to go overboard.

By Patricia Mukhim

PM Modi s refusal to p robe fraud in Adani 
group sm acks o f  a n  unholy  alliancc

R evelations from  
H indenburg  research  study 

call for high level inqu iry
By Krishna Jha

Open letter to 
DC East Khasi 

Hiiis
Editor,
I am using this spacc o f  

your esteem ed daily to draw 
the attention o f  the District 
A dm inistration o  certain  
concerns as earlier attem pts 
at doing so  have failed. As 
usual, on  February 4. 2023 
there w as a b ig bar g  o f  Rock 
M usic conce rt a: M aw lai 
N ongpdeng  w here heavy  
metal groups enthralled the 
audience o f  the locality until 
the night flipped in:o the next 
day o f  the  calendar. People, 
especially  youth* from  all 
walks o f  life thronged into 
the venue to watch the en­
tertainm ent live. The sorry 
s ta te  o f  a ffa irs  from  the 
inept district adm nistration 
w as that people danced and 
scream ed to  the tune  and 
tenor o f  music euphoria with 
full decibel that can be heard 
from long distances.

About this huge fanfare 
a nd  e x c ite m e n t. I w ou ld  
l ik e  to  p o se  som e q u e s ­
tions . D id the o rganizers 
seek necessary permission
from the District Admini:; 
tration before holjing such 
extravaganza?. I f  yes. did the 
A dministration allow them

to  prolong the  event till the 
late hours past m idnight? As 
far as ou r know ledge goes 
the District Administration 
usually grants No Objection 
Certificates to  such organiz­
e r ;  w ith the condition that 
they should conclude their 
event before 10:00 PM only. 
T he liberty o f  holding such 
e v en ts  till m idn igh t w ith 
full m usical and DJ blasts 
has becom e a nightm are to 
neighbouring localities, not 
to  mention the faint- hearted 
ones. They break  the  pre­
c ious serenity  o f  the night 
as i f  they are the only people 
w ho live on the planet. Now 
w ith the ongoing elections to 
the state Assembly, we could 
even hear the loud speakers 
at the dead o f  night. W ill the 
District Administration wake 
up from its slum ber and con­
tain the noise pollutants?

Yours etc.. 
H T Wells

Shillong-2

Amnesia of 
the voter in 
Meghalaya

Editor,
I-lections arc an essential 

com ponent o f  dem ocracies 
as they a llow  citizens to  ex­
press their thoughts and have

At any  social gathering, 
Khasis very glibly talk about 
their glorious past such as. 
"Ka Tip Briew Tip B id  ( To 
know fellow humans in order 
to know G od) and Kamai ia 
ka H ok  which cou ld  have 
been aptly reduced to "kamai 
hok" (cam  righteousness or 
cam by righteous means) and 
"Kam ai da ka um syep"  (cant 
by the sw eat o f  your brow). 
T hese  apho rism s w ere  o f  
great value in a distant past 
but as we became civilised, 
these values were jettisoned 
in favour o f  a crass culture 
o f  the m indless pursuit o f  
w ealth by depriving others o f  
their just share. This is w hat 
our political system has bred. 
The stark poverty that only 
the observant would w itness 
even in Shillong city tells us 
that we are not getting better 
as a society. Unfortunately, 
w c have begun to take for 
granted the poverty w c sec 
around us. It docs not move 
us any longer because  we 
dash across in vehicles and 
hard ly  have  tim e to w alk 
and feel the pain o f  many 
around us w ho are  victim s 
o f  a predatory system.

It w as  C o n fu c iu s  w ho 
sa id . "T o  be  w ealthy  and 
honoured in  an unjust soci­
ety is a disgrace.”  In present 
day Khasi socicty. we have 
turned this into an accepted 
norm. The w ell-heeled oc­
cupy places o f  pride a t any 
function. They a re  respected 
not bccausc o f  what they do 
and how they live their lives 
but bccausc  o f  how  much 
they arc  ab le  to  donate  to 
the organisation that invites 
them as the ch ief guest. That 
is why people love to invite 
politicians to their functions. 
This is true even o f  religious 
organisations. Look at the 
churches today. H ave they 
spoken up and exhorted their 
followers on w hat to look for 
in a  candidate before voting 
for him/her'? O r have the re­
spective denominations gone 
into a huddle to elect one o f  
their own? The w hispering 
campaign has already begun 
in right earnest especially by 
those churches that a re  pre­
paring to  have their synods 
o r processions just before the 
elections i f  only to get better 
roads and other m aterial ad ­
vantages. And at this point all 
the candidates would pander 
to the wishes o f  churches and 
o the r religious institutions 
for one  sole purpose - that 
o f  w inning votes.

Som etimes one wonders 
i f  the heart o f  the churches 
(pastors, priests, other heavy­
weights o f  the S ia m  Khasi 
S ia m  Tie  and  the affluent 
laity) still beats for the poor 
and destitute. Looking at the 
lifestyles o f  those w ho call 
them selves church leaders, 
one  do u b ts  th e ir  c om m it­
ment to  se rv ing  the  poor. 
Religion has become a cosy 
little c lub o f  PLUs (people 
like  us). A m erican w riter. 
David Brooks states that in

their voices heard. However, 
it appears that during elec­
tion season , the people o f  
Meghalaya frequently ignore 
the  pressing issues that im ­
pact their daily lives.

This can be a ttributed, in 
part, to  the influence o f  po ­
litical propaganda, the prom ­
ise to  save the "Jaitbynriew.” 
and  m is lea d in g  prom ises 
made by  candidates during 
e le c tio n  c a m p a ig n s . T he 
public  is easily  persuaded 
by the rhetoric o f  politicians, 
w ho frequently make lofty 
c o m m itm en ts  they  know  
they cannot keep. As a result, 
the people become distracted 
by the p o lit ic ian s ' phony 
p rom ises and  forget the ir 
underlying concerns.

Furthermore, during po ­
litical cam paigns, the power 
o f  money and o ther resourc­
es significantly impacts how 
e a s ily  peop le  ig n o re  the  
essential concerns at hand. 
P o litic ian s frequently  use 
cash and other resources to 
sw ay  pub lic  o p in ion  and  
divert attention from crucial 
issues. A s a result, people 
becom e distracted by politi­
cians’ em pty prom ises and 
stop paying attention to the 
actual problems that impact 
the ir everyday lives.

Last but not least, it is a 
sad  fact that M cghalayans 
frequently overlook pressing

a democratic, ion-theocratic 
socicty with a decentralized 
c co-systcm  c f  academ ics, 
c lergy  m em bers, teachers, 
jo u rn a l is ts .  :h e re  c an  be 
disagreem ents about a lot 
o f  things but they all agree 
on a  shared system o f  rules 
for w eighing evidence and 
knowledge. This cco-systcm 
operates a s a funnel, hallow s 
a w ide voluree o f  ideas to 
get floated but only a nar­
row group o f  ideas survive 
collective scrutiny. 1 lave wc 
in Meghalaya ever had a joint 
conclave  w here the above 
can sit together and discuss 
critical issues that need to be

addressed o r presented to the 
government for its interven­
tion? No. w e fiavc never had 
su c h  b ra in s to rm  se ssio n s 
because perhaps there is an 
inherent distrust among us. 
B rooks further s ta te s  that 
every society should have an 
cpistcmic regime, a market­
place o f  ideas where people 
c o llc c tiv c ly  ham m er ou t 
w h a t 's  real. In M eghalaya 
w e arc  too dau itcd  to offend 
those in power bccausc we 
don’t know when we might 
need them  for personal fa­
vours.

At the moment in Megha­
laya we have sonic activ ists 
that have decided to throw 
their hats into the electoral 
ring. T here  are those who 
say that all that activists do 
is to cast stones and that they 
w ill not get .oo far. C ast­
ing stones is easy they say. 
The reason why politicians 
arc still popular is because 
they seek to  unify people  
around a set o f  beliefs while 
the activist seeks to right a 
w rong that ha» been held up 
by those sets o f  beliefs. In 
brief, the  politician navigates 
the system w iile  the activ­
ist defies it. The politicians 
w ill ju stify  corruption like 
the person involved in  the 
w hite  ink scam . R ecently  
the  N PP stoutly  defended  
her because it> secs her win- 
nability dcspiic the scam. In 
any case co rn p t ion has been 
nonnaliscd in Meghalaya. In 
fact the publicsccm  to easily 
forgive the corrupt. At this 
rate M eghalaya’s future is

issues during elections. This 
is  brought on by political 
propaganda, a general lack 
o f  knowledgcand education, 
and the impact ol funds and 
o ther resources during elec­
tion campaigns. T he general 
public has to bccom e more 
knowledgeable about genu­
ine issues thi t a re  relevant 
to their daily lives and take 
part in the electoral process 
w ith an awareness o f  these 
issues and  be question ing  
and also take a critical look 
at issues.

Yours ctc., 
K enicth Nongsicj, 

Via email

Voices that 
have never 
been heard

Editor,
There are som e groups 

o f  peop le  w ho a rc  never 
p a rt o f  the society . T hey  
have a family and they arc 
known as Tourist Taxi Driv­
ers. A s drivers wc survive 
by transporting passengers 
from one place to ano ther 
and  even making the  lives 
o f  other people happier and
m em orable by tailing them 
to places which they w ant to 
visit such as tourist destina­
tions. work places, training

ckirk a s dark can be.
T he p o litician  bu ild s  a 

coalition by using meddling 
philosophy and policies that 
appeal to  the most and  o f­
fend the fewest. The activist 
is driven m ore by purpose, 
morality and righteousness. 
T hat’s perhaps the reason 
w hy  a c t iv i s ts  a c ro s s  th e  
world never become politi­
cians. T hey would have had 
to comprom ise too much o f  
themselves and the ir causes. 
B ut w hen  the sy stem  d e ­
m ands correction, it would 
be w rong on our part to pass 
judgment and say that activ­
ists should remain activists.

At least they arc giv ing some 
po liticians a  run for the ir 
money.

One o f  the  worst d isas­
te rs  to  have  hap pened  to  
M eghalaya  in  50 years  is 
the  b reak ing  dow n o f  the 
education system. It is often 
said that hum ans a rc  rational 
beings. But psychologist find 
that claim rather shallow. We 
humans arc creatures o f  pas­
sion and more often than not 
are led by that sam e passion 
to  com m it crim es that w c 
later repent of. O ne o f  the 
great p rojects o f  schooling 
therefore is to  educate the 
passions and help the young 
Icam the proper kind o f  ou t­
rage (what to  be angry about) 
at injustice, the proper kind 
o f  reverence before sacrifice, 
the right kind o f  civic pride 
and  responsib ility  and  a f ­
fcction for fellow  humans. 
T his sort o f  know ledge is 
conveyed not through facts 
but through em otional ex ­
p e rie n ce s  in  th e  form  o f  
stories.

Our education system has 
tried to sim plify too many o f  
the complex problem s o f  life 
so much so w c tend to  look 
for simplistic solutions to the 
m ost convoluted challenges 
facing us today. That is be ­
cause education has focussed 
too much on reasoning and 
thinking skills which arc 
important in their ow n ways 
but w hat a bou t em o tio n s 
that we arc  told must be kept 
bottled up? It is precisely be­
cause w e have bottled up our 
emotions o r failed to  channel

c en tres , e v en ts  and  m any 
more. Yes. as drivers w e arc 
chasing after passengers up 
and dow n the streets o f  Po­
lice Bazar which is located 
just opposite the old  assem ­
bly building. Yet w e don't 
feel em barrassed since  the 
Constitution o f  India ensures 
dignity o f  labour which is en­
shrined in  C hapter IV which 
states, "The State shall, in 
particular, direct its policy 
towards securing •

(a) that the citizens, men 
and w omen equally, have the 
right to an adequate means 
o f  livelihood." The Consti­
tu tion  o f  India guaran tees 
equal opportunities but as 
drivers wc a rc  being treated 
a s second class citizens e s­
pecially by the Sadar Traffic 
Police w ho don ’t allow  us 
to take passengers in  places 
w hich are righ tfu lly  ours. 
They threaten us. clam p our 
vehicles and even hit our cars 
like they ow n them. T his is 
unacceptab le . In o u r  ow n 
state we a re  not recognised 
by the State Government, yet 
w e arc one o f  the sectors that 
has contributed imm ensely 
tow ards the development o f  
our state. Let us consider an 
important duty w c perform
which is to transport the con-
ccmod officials for the 2023 
e lec tio n s. T hese  o ffic ia ls  
w ho will operate in differ-

them the right w ay that our 
ability to  tell complex stories 
about ourselves has a ll but 
a trophied . T his m eans the 
a b ility  to  tell s to r ie s  in a 
w ay  that opposing charac­
ters each possess pieces o f  
the truth: stories embedded 
in the com plexities o f  real 
life and not a straitjackct o f  
ideological abstracts.

E ducation has to  be able 
to open our eyes to  the range 
o f  knowledge and ideas that 
he lp  u s nav igate  d ifficu lt 
c ircum stances w ithout giv­
ing up on ou r journeys. This 
mental and emotional educa­
tion is not conveyed enough 
in the classroom and society 
a nd  its  m any  in s titu tio n s  
too  have w ithdraw n into a 
she ll instead  o f  be ing  the 
sheet anchor that continues 
to  gu ide  the  young on the 
spiritual philosophies o f  our 
ancestors which arc basic but 
touch at the root o f  hum an­
ness. For. i f  we d o n ’t live 
by the sw eat o l ou r brow 
it means we arc looking at 
quick-fixcs in money milk­
ing: it m eans wc succum b to 
instant gratification. T hat's 
w hy w e see so  many frenzied 
young people on a joyride  
these days, shouting slogans 
for candidates o r accom pa­
nying them  for filing their 
nom ina tions a t g rea t cost 
to  the  rest o f  the w orking 
c itizcns w ho have to reach 
their workplaces on tim e. Its 
crystal d e a r  that these slogan 
shouting youth have no gain­
ful employment; hence they 
arc tempted by the freebies 
a v a ila b le  up to  F eb ruary  
27. A fter that there is a lull, 
a quiet dism ay as they idle 
around  do ing  noth ing  and 
bringing no food to the house 
w here struggling parents try 
to make ends meet.

A s a socicty do we have 
tim e to  th ink  abou t these 
young, lost souls w ho have 
dropped out o f  an apathetic, 
judgm en ta l, cruel an d  e x ­
pensive education system ? 
No. w e  arc too busy pursu­
ing ou r ow n interests . We 
arc a broken, individualised 
socicty. We arc no longer a 
com m unity for there is  no 
bridge between the few rich 
Khasis and the large number 
o f  Khasis living amidst the 
squalor and poverty that w c 
have leamt to  look askance 
at. T his is the reality today 
and it is on these stark reali­
ties that we arc heading for 
yet another election which to 
m e appears another charade 
s ince  m oney has p layed a 
phenomenal role a s always.

Money, after all. can buy 
te m p o rary  ha p p in ess  and  
som e food for the  poorest. 
L et's  not judge them! If  at all 
w c lave  to  judge anyone then 
it is the politicians that must 
be held strictly accountable 
for their acts o f  commission. 
U nfortunately, a s a  society 
w e have decided to let them 
oft' the hook. That's a card i­
nal sin o f  our socicty and one 
tha t's difficult to remedy.

cut polling sta tions within 
the State require us but our 
efforts and problem s arc not 
considered. Som e o f  them 
arc highlighted below:

1. Road tax
2. Passenger tax
3. Permit
4. Insurance
5. Toll gate fare
6. POL tax
These arc ju st some o f  the 

m ajor contributions wc have 
m ade tow ards the develop­
ment o f  the State. Wc don 't 
w ant the  p resen t G overn ­
ment to  recognise us but w c 
just want them to allocate a 
plot o f  land which is right­
fully ours that lias been bar­
ricades ever since the Covid 
lockdown in 2019. If  the in­
cumbent government along 
with the existing Transport 
M inister cannot resolve this 
small and minor issue, it will 
end up by earning these thrcc 
I’s  Ignorancc. Irresponsi­
bility and incompetence.

Yours etc..
W illibcrtstar Dicngdoh.

Via email

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers'1 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong  Titties

P rim e  M in i s te r  N ar- 
e n d ra  M odi has b lo c k ed  
the  dem and raised by the 
O pposition  in  the  P a rlia ­
m ent for an  enquiry  to  be 
m onitored by  the Suprem e 
C o u rt o r to  se t up Jo in t 
P arliam entary  C om m ittee  
to  invcsiiga lc  th e  A dan i 
g ro u p 's  m an ipu la tions o f  
the s tock  m arket and  fraud 
a n d  in to  th e  a l le g a tio n s  
le v e l le d  a g a in s t  th e  in ­
dustria lis t G autam  A dani 
h im se lf  and h is  com pany 
b y  H indenburg R esearch. 
T h e  step re c o n firm s  the  
C en tre ’s patronage for the 
A dani group. A d an i 'so w n  
response  to  H indenburg 's 
a llegations w hich  runs in 
4 13  pages is a  b la tan t a t­
tem pt to  defied  the scrioua 
charges o f  fraud against the 
group. T i c  com pany called 
the a llegations "ca lcu lated  
a ttack on India, its indepen­
dence. integrity, and  quality 
o f  Indian institutions, and 
a lso  the grow th sto ry  and 
am bition  o f  India."

Gautam A dani. founder 
a n d  c h a  rm an  o f  A d an i 
g roup , has acquired  a  net

w orth o f  roughly 120 bil­
lion  do llars, a d d in g  o v e r  
h u n d red  b ill io n  o v e r  the 
p a s t th ree  y e a r s  la rg e ly  
through stock pricc  appre­
c iation in  the g roup 's  seven 
key listed com panies which 
have spiked an average  o f  
819  percent in  tha t period.

T h e  H in d e n b u rg  R e ­
search  has claim ed to in ­
v estiga te  how  the w orld 's 
o n ce  third r ichest m an is 
p u lling  the largest con  in 
corporate history, by speak­
in g  to  peop le , inc lu d in g  
fo rm er sen io r ex ec u tiv es 
o f  A dani g roup and  taking 
u p  m any  o th e r  a u th e n ­
tic  sources. Its  key listed 
com panies have a lso  taken 
substantial debts, including 
p le d g in g  sh a re s  o f  th e ir  
in f la te d  s to c k  o f  lo a n s , 
p u ttin g  Ihc e n tir e  g ro u p  
o n  p re c a r io u s  f in a n c ia l 
f o o tin g . T h e  d o c u m e n ts  
s tud ied  were in  thousands, 
a nd  conducting  d iligence  
s ite  visits in alm ost h a lf  a 
d o z en  c ountries. E ven  if  
the findings o f  H indenburg 
R esearch  a re  no t c o n sid ­
ered , and  one  takes up the 
financials o f  A dani g roup  
a t face value, its seven  key 
lis ted  com panies have 85 
percent dow nside purely on 
a  fundamental basis ow ing 
to  h igh valuation.

T h e  g ro u p ’s v e ry  to p  
ranks and e ight o f  tw enty 
tw o  key caders a re  A dani 
fam ily m em bers, and  plac­
e s  con tro l o f  th e  g ro u p s  
financials in  only the hands 
o f  a  few. H ence it is  called 
“a  family business*. G au ­
tam  Adani"s e lder brother, 
c alled  an ‘elusive  figure’, 
has been  a lw ays found at 
the  cen tre  o f  the  in v e sti­
ga tions conducted by any 
g o v e rn m e n t in to  A d an i 
g roup  for his a lleged role in 
m anaging a  netw ork o f  o ff­
shore shell en tities used to 
facilitate raud. the research 
said. In fact Vinod Adani. 
through various associates, 
m anages a vast labyrinth o f  
o ffshore  shell entities.

In facl it has  been re ­
ported th it the valuations o f  
A dan i’s com panies flew to 
the highest skies in the past 
thrcc years, betw een April
2 0 2 0  and  A u g u s t 2022 . 
T h e  va lu e  o r  i ts  s to c k s  
rose  nearly  four thousand 
p e rc en t. A fter the  fa ll in 
th e  stocks, the  ra tings o f

these com panies a rc  facing 
a  decline.

A se ctio n  o f  the  se cu ­
r i t ie s  o f  th e  g r o u p  th a t 
C red it Suisse had assigned 
a  lending value o f  75 per­
cen t. a rc  now  rated  zero. 
T he conglom erate  finds it 
im possible to  raise money. 
T he A m erican  investm ent 
b a n k  C i t ig r o u p  h a s  r e ­
fused to  g ive  loans to  the 
g ro u p  a g a in s t se cu r itie s . 
T h e  sh a re  sa le  a lso  has 
been facing the brunt, caus­
in g  h e ig h ten e d  sc ru t in y . 
A c c o rd in g  to  rep o r ts , a t 
least tw o  m ore  com panies 
sa id  to  be from  the A dani 
G ro u p  u n d e rw r o te  a n d  
like ly  bought in  the share 
sa le. H indenburg Research 
says they have been helping 
th e  A dani G ro u p  engage  
in corporate  m alfeasance. 
T h e  cong lom era te  den ied  
the  links.

T h e  A d an i sh a re  sa le  
w as  oversubscribed by  rich 
Ind ian  in d iv id u a ls  at the 
last m inute, after retail in­
vestors o r  non-professional 
investors s tayed  away.

It is  c o m m o n  k n o w l­

edge that A dani and M odi 
both hail from the w estern 
sta te  o f  G ujarat. A s M odi 
c lim b e d  th rough  th e  p o ­
litical ranks, he a lso  openly 
d isp lay e d  a  e lo se  frien d ­
sh ip  w ith  A dani: he  flew in 
A dan i’s  private je ts  during 
h is  elec tion  cam paign, and 
a g a in  w h en  h e  trav e lle d  
from  G ujara t to  N ew Delhi 
to  ta k e  o f f ic c  a s  P rim e  
M in iste r . In th o se  d a y s . 
A dan i b ecam e  r ic h e r  by 
nearly  230 percent. M uch 
o f  it has  been cred ited  to  
th e  Ind ian  g o v e rn m e n t's  
m a ss  p r iv a t iza tio n  d r iv e  
and  business-friend ly  p o li­
c ies. w hich saw  A dani w in­
n in g  severa l gove rnm en t 
tenders  and  infrastructure  
pro jec ts in  ports, airports, 
roads, rail, fossil fuels, and 
g re e n  e n e rg y  a c ro s s  the  
country. It w as a  p rocess o f  
building a  na tion, a s  M odi 
called  it.

T h is  ‘na tion  b u ild in g ' 
has encroached  in the B ud­
get too. offering m ega prof­
its to  the rich w hile  taking 
aw ay  the m eans o f  live li­
h o ods from  the  com m on  
masses. T he protests have
b e e n  r a is e d  d e m a n d in g
jo b -in c lu s iv c  investm ents 
a s  w ell a s  h ikes in  social 
security  spending.

T here  is  a  visible fall in 
the a llocations in  real term s 
for M N REG A , social secu­
rity, pensions, ch ild  nutri­
tion program m es and  m a­
ternity  benefits. T he budget 
fails to  take notice  o f  how  
people a re  le ft starving as 
they have alm ost noth ing  
to  purchase  even food. In 
th e  b u d g e t th e re  sh o u ld  
have  be en  p rov isions for 
funds to  increase people 's 
purchasing pow er w ith jo b  
g e n e ra tio n  a nd  b o o s tin g  
the  g row th o f  dom estic d e ­
m and. T his budget fails to 
m eet this situation. Fiscal 
fed e ra lism  h a s  be en  a g ­
gressively  a ttacked as fund 
transfers to  states have been 
restrained.

W ith the rais ing o f  cu r­
ta in  from  a lm ost the g rea t­
e s t con  o f  the  de ca d e , it 
is  the  finance cap ita l that 
e m e rg e s  a s  th e  o n e  tha t 
ru les ove r the phase, m a­
tured  and  irresis tible, serv­
ing the few at the  cost o f  
the  rest, vast and  starving. 
(IPA Service)

44A t the m om ent in M eghalaya w e have 

som e activists that have decided  to throw their 

hats into the electoral ring. There are those 

who say that a ll that activists d o  is to cast 

stones ana that they will not get too fat: Casting 

stones is easy they sa y  The reason w hy politi­

cians are still popular is because they seek to 

uni fy  people around a  set o f  beliefs while the 

activist seeks to right a  wrong that has been 

held up by  those sets o f  beliefs. ”
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“Attitude is a  little thing that makes 
a  big difference. ”

—  W in sto n  C h u rc h ill
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Meghalaya’s abysmal database
DATA is useful information that is collectcd to sup­
port organizational decision-making and strategy. 
Within govcnimcnt systems, data is critical for ef­
fective intervention. Data equals Knowledge. Good 
data provides indisputable evidence, while anecdotal 
evidence, assumptions, or abstract observation might 
lead to wasted resources due to action being based 
on incorrect conclusions. Governments more than 
any other institutions require good data to measure 
human development on various parameters. Only 
accurate data will enable governments to take stra­
tegic action that can bring out measurable outcomes. 
It also helps in course correction. Data allows the 
government to monitor the function o f important 
departments particularly health and education. By 
utilizing data for quality monitoring, departments 
can respond to challenges before they turn to full­
blown crises. Also, effective quality monitoring will 
enable the departments to proactively make timely 
intervention, instead o f reacting to situations based 
on data provided by national agencies from time to 
time.

Data is a key component for all advocates of 
social change. Utilizing data also helps present a 
strong argument for systems change as well. Very 
often government departments implement schemes 
conceived in Delhi but which do not necessarily 
work in hill states. If such schcmes are not measured 
for their efficacy, government will continue invest­
ing money without any visible results. Whether the 
state government is advocating for increased funding 
from public O ' private sources, or making the case 
for changes in regulation, the funding agency judge 
a presentation that relies on strong, authentic data 
before accepting why changes are needed. Data will 
help explain to stakeholders why decisions have been 
taken. It may happen that s o u k  strategies and deci­
sions do not yiild the desired outcomes but finally an 
action taken based on solid data and not on guesses 
is still better than action taken on guesswork. Good 
data allows organizations to establish baselines, 
benchmarks, and performance goals to keep moving 
forward. A baseline is what a certain area looks like 
before a particular solution is implemented.

Funding today is outcome and data-driven The 
central government is increasingly moving from 
funding based on services provided to funding based 
on outcomes achieved. This makes it increasingly 
important for states to implement evidence-based 
practice and d;velop systems to collect and analyze 
data. A surve> on the ground will reveal that in the 
rural areas o f Meghalaya the drop-out rate of school 
students from the primary, upper primary and high 
school level lias gone up substantially post Covid. 
But to get a handle on this, some quick survey backed 
by case studies to find out the extent of the problem 
is urgently required so that remedial measures can be 
taken. Even with the persistent problem of women’s 
anaemia in the child bearing yeans and other impor­
tant human development indices. Meghalaya fares 
very poorly. This has to change. The Department of 
Economics and Statistics needs a complete overhaul. 
Data is critical to development interventions.

Vote for Change
With the filing o f  nomina­

tions done the election tem ­
perature is rising. ITie cul­
mination is drawing near as 
February 27 is approaching 
expeditiously. W hile candi­
dates try to pitch in their last 
efforts, the commoners arc 
delightful beneficiaries and 
wish that these days could 
last forever. But a ll good 
things come to an end. The 
verdict for the hard-fought 
battle will be pronounced on 
the second o f  March. 'Hiis 
time 379 candidates includ­
ing 59 sitting MLAs and only 
37 women arc in the fray in 
th is matrilincal state.

It is fascinating to listen 
to every candidate as they 
com e out a fte r  filing their 
nom inations. W hile  som e 
candidates stick to  the 
com m on phenom ena 
o f  mud-throwing and 
p ro m is e s  g a lo re  
others enumerate. 
the  n e ed s  a n d  : >( ' 
ch a lle n g es  o f  
the constituen­
cies and chalk, 
ou t th e ir  wa; 
forward. Abov 
a ll ,  cvcryoncl 
s e e m s  to  bi 
200% confident 
o f  winning. But w eall know 
that only 60 candidates can 
be victorious. All the others 
will have to  bite  the hard 
chip dust.

For Shillongitcs the past 
week was a nightmare. Ev­
erything came to a  standstill. 
For a city that experiences 
daily traffic jam s, the show 
o f  streng th  by candidates 
and th e ir  sup p o rte rs  w as 
ho rrendous. It is u n w ar­
ranted. Citizens have come 
up with novel suggestions 
that filing o f  nom inations 
should be done online hence­
forth o r followers should be 
lim ited . Som e candidates 
brought with them thousands 
o f  vehicles and supporters. 
Hopefully, they are not the 
sam e  suppo rte rs  o f  o the r 
candidates as well.

For the past few months, 
we have seen endless ral­
lies. public meetings some­
tim es c au s in g  pu b lic  in ­
convenience. D oor to door 
cam pa igns by c and ida tes
som etim es ev en  d isru p ts
family time. Party workers 
arc spending sleepless nights 
tocapturc the last soul. Some 
candidates even go around 
with gifts o f  cash and kind 
to lurc voters. These ’som e’ 
are the ones w c know. Who 
knows w hat might be going 
on  unn o tic ed ?  H ave wc 
questioned ourselves as to 
what to  expect a fte r  this? 
One candidate pointed out. 
‘rcccivc the money because 
it is yours, but vote for the 
right candidate.' But i f  you 
feel ob liga ted  because  o f  
the m oney  y o u  received  
then it is better to follow in 
the footsteps o f  one o f  the 
voters who returned the gi fts 
rcccivcd even if  they were 
Christmas gifts. So you arc 
free to vote for change.

It is oficn said that peo­
p le s ’ m em ories a rc  short 
-liv e d . H isto ry  has been  
proven  right particu la rly  
in Meghalaya. For over 50

B y G ervasius i\o itg k se h
years the same lists o f  prom ­
ises have been uttered (wc 
hope they are no t p ho to ­
copied). promises such as 
be tter  roads, health  care, 
e lec tric ity , w ater supply , 
education, fanners' welfare, 
policies, employment, etc.. 
but every time a t least it is 
packaged in a new form , 
delivered in a  new logic with 
unparalleled vigour. All these 
arc ideal development proj­
ects but w hat happens? Why 
is it that in 50 long years we 
have not been able to solve 
these problems? While the 
w orld  is speed ing  ahead  
M eghalaya sccnis to  move 
at snail’s pace, i f  not rcmain-

an opportunity to a particular 
candidate, do wc need 10 
years o r more to know his/ 
her capability? This election 
is a turning point for us in 
history. O u r children and 
ch ild ren 's  children should 
not w eep ove r o u r  tom b.
2023 should b e  a w akc-up 
call for every one o f  us.

A clarion  call for us is 
’V O TE FOR CH A N GE*. 
C hange is possib le  within 
each person. It has to start 
from  the ind iv idual. Fear 
and force should not deter us. 
M oney and  m uscle should 
not frighten us. It is o f  no 
avail to protest on the road 
tomorrow if  w c don 't vote

ing stagnant. People started 
losing faith in democracy, 
governm ent*, po litic ian s, 
development: nd particularly 
in  elections. Wc hope that 
this time most o f  the elector­
a tes w on 't select only Mr. 
NOTA and make a mockery 
o f  the whole tedious, costly 
proccss o f  election. But the 
time might come soon if  it 
continues this way. For some

for change to­
day. Wc w ill be crying over 
spilt milk. Have we not had 
enough crying for 50 yeans?

Just as w c know  the im­
portance o f  voting, equally 
important is to know who 
to  vo te  for; w ho can d e ­
liver. I f  w c s ti ll c lin g  to 
petty gifts, party, religion, 
region, gender. ST, relative 
and the like forgetting true

44For the past few  months, we hove seen endless 
rallies, public meetings sometimes causing public 
inconvenience. Door to door campaigns by candi­
dates sometimes even disrupts family time. Party 
workers are spending sleepless nights to capture 

the last soul. Some candidates even go aivund with 
gifts o f  cash and kind to lure voters. ”

voters who have become pes­
sim istic about the election, 
it is importam to understand 
that your one vote can c i­
ther bring about change* or 
destruction. Let's vote with 
hope in our hearts.

All tltc rhetoric can hap­
pen in democracy. Candidates 
can make their pledges, they 
could draw our vision away, 
they cou ld  be clectcd and 
do w hat they :hink best. But 
amidst all the pandemonium 
o f  democracy, the individual 
voter is the king. It’s good to 
reflect on what kind o f  kings 
wc arc. Wc blame our leaders 
but who was taken fora  ride? 
W ho w as blind to the empty 
promises? Who has lost sight 
o f  the real issues, the goal? I f  
in five years wc have given

development then the state 
is going to  crum blc dow n 
in every scctor. Every elec­
tion com es w ith so many 
twists and turns, deflections 
an d  d ig res sio n s, tru th  vs 
hype and beyond and above 
money. Change requires an 
intelligent voter.

It is with fear that an ­
other five years might just 
be wasted away in ineffec­
tive sameness: wc fear that 
Meghalaya will be governed 
by elected leaders w ith sclf- 
intcrcst; we fear that people 
with no vision o r low vision 
sit in com m and; w c fear 
that this beautiful hill state 
w ould  be d row ned  to  an 
unrecoverable stage: wc fear 
that educated youth become 
anti-social elements: we fear

that farm ers, residen ts  at 
borders, women and children 
w ould b e  ab andoned; wc 
fear that illegal p ractices, 
corruptions, scandals, black- 
mailing, abuse, crim es and 
the like would be the new 
normal. Vote for change can 
put all these to rest.

It is w ith regret that I 
mention that five years ago 
the same author had called 
upon the people o f  the state 
to open their eyes and vote 
responsib ly  bu t it all fell 
on deaf cars. Let’s hope the 
voters have experienced the 
rea lity  th is  tim e and vote 
responsib ly . N ot tha t the 
present government and our 
represen ta tives have done 
no th ing . T hey  have done 
their best. Perhaps it could 
have been be tter i f  w c as 

v o te rs know  the  c a n d i­
da tes  and  choose  those 

that arc selfless, dedicated, 
unbiased, capable, account­

a b le . v is ionary , honest 
and ready to  listen. 
The report card  o f  

these  fiv e  years 
is in ou r hands. 
Hope you know 
now to vote for 
[change. And vote 

ithout fear wc
iUSt.

This election
2 0  2 3 brings about new 
w aves, new  p a rties , new 
candidates and new  voters. 
S om e  g ro u p s  have  even  
taken the task o f  bringing 
awareness among the voters. 
It is going to be a new experi­
ence for many. It is hoped 50 
years have taught us many 
lessons, people have bccome 
more politically literate and 
above a ll have learnt from 
the mistakes and tears shed 
o v e r  the  years. T h is  is a 
wake-up call for u s that if  
wc don 't w ant to shed tears 
this time, a lot will depend 
on us. Enough is enough. We 
should not be blinded by the 
same trivial and futile drama. 
T he appeal to all voters is to 
use their power judiciously 
this tim e lest they will have 
to  shed crocodile tears for 
many years to come. Reason 
and not emotions should be 
the yardstick. Small petty is­
sues and promises should not
derail us. Wc have the power
to write a new  chapter and a 
new history.

W hen w c  o b se rv e  the 
characteristics o f  voters, it 
is seen that most o f  us arc 
excited  and  wake up only 
during elections. After this, 
we don’t care. Have w c fol­
low ed up with ou r leaders 
and reminded them o f  their 
duties? That is our responsi­
bility as well.

T h is  tim e w ith a ll  the 
hype o f  c am pa ign ing  the 
voters should not lose sight 
o f  bigger issues, such as. d i­
lapidated roads, health carc, 
infrastructures, sustainable 
energy, policies, education, 
water supply, border issues, 
clcan environment, security, 
peace and harmony, women 
and children, law and order, 
crim cs. drugs m cnacc and 
o f  course the list is endless. 
L et's vote for changc, let’s 
vote for developm ent and 
progress.

REVV: Issues of 
clcction 2023
Editor,
Hie people o f Meghalaya 

arc in an election mood. This 
assem bly clcction 2023 is 
characterized by the mush­
rooming o f many new politi­
cal parties. So many parties 
arc there that the voters will 
have multiple choices which 
will definitely confuse them. 
T alk ing  to  many people, 
they all express the sam e 
dilemma o f  choiec. Listening 
to the manifesto* o f  various 
parties, citizen* are  being 
fed with lofty promises o f  
development. It is an open 
secret tha t a ll th e se  p a r­
ties are fooling the people 
with such empty promises 
because when tley conic to 
power (whoever it may be) 
these manifestos would be 
shelved under their tables.

However, no matter how 
discontented orcisillusioncd 
wc m ight be, wc have no 
choice but to clwwsc between 
tw o ev ils. In my hum ble 
opinion, the public o f  Me­
ghalaya  shoulc  vo te  first 
o f  all for the three essential 
lhin<><;. nami'lv. RO A D S. 
ELECTRICITY  a nd  WA­

T ER supp ly  (R E W ). For 
the last fifty years all the 
governments have failed to 
p rov ide  these  three* basic  
a m en it ie s  to  th e  peop le . 
Think o f  the many rural vil­
lages which arc not yet con­
nected by motorablc roads. 
For example, many villages 
in the Khatar-shnong area, 
a rc  still isolated. In many 
remote villages o f  our state, 
even the existing motorablc 
roads are in such miserable 
conditions that they a rc  no 
longer suitable for travel­
ling. In rainy seasons they 
becom e deep pools o f  water. 
Why speak o f  rural villages? 
Even in Shillong city itself 
w c know how traffic conges­
tion remains an everlasting 
cris is. W hile  G uw ahati is 
witnessing the mushrooming 
o f  flyovers to  case the traffic. 
Shillong can only dream o f  
such  developm ent. So on 
roads, all governments have* 
failed.

W hen it conics to  elec­
tricity supply, wc have not 
reached that level o f  24x7 
pow er supply. In spite o f  
being an electricity generat­
ing state, the benefits a re  not 
seen at all. Even in the city

pow er cuts. T hink  o f  the 
many rural villages where 
power supply is either miss- 
ing o r not regular at all. In 
remote villages when pow er 
fails due to som e d isru p ­
tions, it remains so for weeks 
w ithout im m ediate repair. 
In this matter once again all 
governm ents have failed. 
W hen it conics to water sup­
ply. it is pathetic to think that 
our citizcns do not yet have 
running water at home. The 
multiplicity o f  water tankers 
in Shillong and even in rural 
areas, is a clear proof that the 
governments for the last five 
dccadcs have not been able 
to  provide sufficient water 
supply to  the public. Poor 
families have to shell out a 
good amount o f  their incomc 
buying water every day. U n­
fortunately. in this area too. 
all governments have failed 
miserably.

In conclusion I would say. 
let us not bother about other 
clcction promises (building 
this and that, providing this 
and that etc.), but what we 
expect most o f  all from any 
government that will come to 
power is to provide us with 
the above-m entioned basic 
amenities. Long live our be­
loved state Meghalaya.

BJP has to 
be more 

responsible
Editor.
The present ruckus that 

is going on i i both Houses 
o f  Parliament is prim arily 
due to the ruling party not 
giving straight answers to the 
questions raised by members 
o f  the Oppos tion. Such b e ­
haviour is no! cxpcctcd in a 
mature democratic country 
fo r  d e m o crac y  d e m ands 
consultation on every im ­
p o rtan t issue  a m ong  the 
political panics. From the 
point o f  view o f  the O pposi­
tion parties, the ir voice is 
being suppressed and some* 
pans o f  their speeches are 
being deleted from the pro­
ceedings o f  Parliament. It is 
cxpcctcd from the BJP that 
an assurance x* given to the 
O pposition parties that the 
Adani matter would bcscru- 
tiniscd. Previously too the 
BJ P had adopicd an adamant 
attitude and the country lost 
a lot which is evident from

the mishandling o f  farmers 
ag ita tio n . E ven  the  Land 
Acquisition Bill hael to  be  
taken back when the* ruling 
party could not satisfy the 
O pposition  parties o f  the* 
various ob jec tions raised 
by them.

Elections in  three* north 
eastern states will be held 
this month and even if  the 
BJP wins all these States, it 
will not have any impact in 
other parts o f  the country. 
T he a ssem bly  e lec tion  in 
K arnataka will be held in 
May and from media reports 
pou ring  in . the C ong ress  
could win the elections in 
that State. If that happens it 
will be a big problem for the 
BJP. T he main problem with 
the Government is that no 
Department takes interest in 
solving the grievances o f  the 
common man. The disabled 
are a harried lot and have to 
face various hardships and 
even the Disability Act has 
not been properly  im ple­
mented since 1996. They are 
not getting full pension as 
well as family pension.

In this regard I had sent 
representations to  various 
d ign itarie s  such as PM O, 
FM O, C JI, D isability D e­
partment and the Ministry o f

Social Justice and Empower­
ment and even the* President 
o f  India but no one bothered 
to pay attention to the prob­
lems o f  the disabled. If  such 
is the* position then how can 
the* image o f  the Government 
improve? Unnecessary con­
flict is being created with the 
Judiciary. Pandemonium has 
been crcatcd in Parliament 
for the last three sessions. 
Till date the BJP had spoken 
so  much again st freeb ies 
that it's own schem es will 
not garner additional votes. 
Speeches delivered by Modi 
in Parliament have failed to 
impress. It was just a rep­
etition o f  previous speeches. 
Communal issues are being 
raised  unnecessarily . T he 
BJP should play a construc­
tive role in  Parliament and 
should refrain from raising 
unw anted and  undesirable 
issues.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Raihan.

Via email

A r t ic le s  and  le t te rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o f  the writers.1’ 
a u th o rs  and  not tha t o f  
The Shillong Times

A ll ind ications suggest a  hung assem bly  

in Tripura w ith  T M  play ing  a key role

A m it Shah keen on BJP 
retaining T ripu ra  even with 

support of T ip ra  M otha
By Tirtliankar Xlitra

E v e n  i f t c r  P r a d y o t  
K is lio r  M a n ik y a  D eb - 
barm a. c h ie f  o f  the most 
pow erful party o f  the trib- 
als in Tripura Tipra Motha 
(TM ) sought to  carve  out a 
separate state from Tripura, 
none o f  tltc leaders o f  the 
m ajor political p arties con­
testing the state A ssem bly 
e lec tro n s  h ave  d a re d  to 
label him a separatist. For 
the m an is 'btibagra" (king) 
to whose* rallies the tribals 
flock to by the thousands. 
He* is  the  o n ly  le ad e r in 
Tripura who is challenging 
H ome M inister A m it Shah 
in term s o f  a ttendance  in 
poll rallies before the e lec­
tions in the state on  Febru­
ary  16.

A s the bonier state goes 
to test the people's will next 
Thursday. D cbbanna may 
em erge  as the kingm aker 
in a c losely  louglit e lec ­
toral battle. S tated to have 
p e rso n a l re la t io n s  w ith  
Union I lo n e  M inister Amit 
Shah to form er C ongress

c h ie f Rahul G andhi. TM C 
suprem o Mamata Bancrjcc 
and top CPI(M ) leaders as 
well, he  is now the m an to 
w atch ou t for.

D ebbarm a has an  un ­
questioned hold on 19 tribal 
communities o f  the state. In 
the term s o f a  poll strategist 
these communities together
fu im  30  |>ci ee-nt o f  (lie 
sta te 's population and  arc 
the deciding fac tor in  20 
reserved seats ou t o f  60 in 
the sta te  Assembly.

In the State A ssem bly, 
the BJP h fs  33 legislators. 
Ind igenous People  Front 
o f  T ripura has four, while 
th e  C P I(M ) has 13 a nd  
C ongress one  represen ta­
tive. T he x s t o f  the seats 
arc  vacant

Againsi th is backdrop. 
D ebbarm a is in no w ay 
another f irm er royal seek­
ing votes invoking the a l­
leg iance  o f  the  m en and  
w om en w io se  forefathers 
had once  sow ed in rever­
ence  before his ancestors. 
The political heavyw eight 
is the* face e»f the TIPRA 
M otha par.y he floatcel tw o 
yc*ars ago.

A n d  D e b b a rm a  lo o  
doe*s not make* m uch o f  his 
p rin ce ly  b ackg round . In 
the rallies he  addresses he 
com es out a s the boy next 
doo r. He m im ics  P rim e 
M in iste r  N arcnd ra  M odi 
and  e v en  h is  ow n  pa rty  
functionaries draw ing g ig­
g les and  cheers from  the 
crowd.

U nderscoring h is  co m ­
mon m an im age. Dcbbar- 
m a's rallies a re  sans chairs 
and  sofas  fo r the  sp e ak ­
e rs  including him self. He 
stands on the* podium  o r on 
the ground, lh e  M otha is 
riding on  a  dem and oftribal 
au tonom y. The M anikya 
dynasty scion D ebbarm a is 
the m ost visible face o f  it. 
D ebharm as political rivals 
arc  o n ly  loo aw a re  o f  it. 
Except the* BJP. none o f  the 
other political parlies have 
taken him  on openly.

Two years ago. Tripura 
had m ore than eigh t panics 
cham p ion ing  th e  tr ib a ls ' 
r igh ts . N ow  it is M otha  
and  Ind igenous P e o p le 's  
F ront o f  T ripu ra  (IP F T ) 
is in  a lliarcc  w ith BJP. its 
2 0 18 ally.

D ebbam a  once  headed 
tltc State Congress unit. But 
lie left it over differences on 
C itizens A m endm ent Act 
(C A A ) and ended se tting 
up Motha. I le* had accurate­
ly senseel lhe m ood o f  the 
people. M otha sw ept the 
tribal council polls in 2021 
rid ing  the* G reater T ipra- 
la n d  dem and . It is  now  
contesting in 42 seats. T his 
includes 22 constituencies 
o u tsid e  o f  20  S c heduled

T ribe scats.
How conic such a poten­

tia l m atchw inncr is  w ith ­
out an electoral ally  is the 
q u e s tio n  w h ic h  p u z z le s  
politica l com m entators at 
first, lh e  alliancc talks with 
BJP. CP1(M ) and  Congress 
h it a  w all a fte r  an ag ree ­
m ent in w riting o n  G reater 
T ip ra land  w as sought by 
D ebbarm a.

None* o f  these political 
outfits can aftb td  to sign on 
the dotted line*s stating their 
a ssen t on  an issue  w hich 
can  backfire on  them. A fter 
a ll. the* po litica l com pu l­
s io n s  o l these  p a rlie s  in 
the  o th e r non- tribal part 
o f  the s ta te  tu rned  out to 
b e  a s tu m b lin g  b lock  in 
having tltc M otha a s  a poll 
partner.

M oreover. D cbbarm a's 
po litica l r iv a ls  peiint out 
that an alliance w  itli M otha 
in the state A ssem bly c lcc­
tion m ay not be such a good 
idea. U nlike 2021 Tripura 
T ribal Areas A utonom ous

D istrict C ouncil elections, 
tr iba l a reas in  A ssem b ly  
c onstituencies  a re  spread 
a cross the sta te  and  sc a t­
tered over the constituen­
cies.

G iven the m em ories o f  
v io len t c lashes, the  non- 
triba ls arc not keen on  the* 
ide*a o f  G reater ‘Tipraland. 
It is m m l likely that Motha 
w ill not have m any takens 
in  the non-tribal areas.

If  this school o f  thought 
is  anything to  g o  by. then 
the* Motha w ill not be script­
ing the sam e talc o f  success 
a s  it d id  in  th e  T T A D C  
elections. The rationale o f  
not ally ing  w ith it is thus 
ju s t ified  by the  principal 
political outfits.

B ut a n o th e r  p ic tu r c  
em erges a s  one  reads b e ­
tw e en  the  lines. S o u n d s  
p la c a t in g  to  the  M o th a  
have been em anating from 
the Congress. C PI(M ) and 
T rinam ool Congress. The 
BJP is a lso  aw are o f  the im ­
portance o f  tribal votes in 
the T ripura A ssem bly e lec­
tions. Party c h ie f  JPN adda 
has reeled out prom ises to 
w oo the community.

T hough  U n io n  H om e 
M inister. A m it Shah  has 
a ccused  M otha o f  hav ing 
struck a deal w ith CPI(M ) 
anel Congress, som e Tripu­
ra w atchers feel Shah and 
N adda a rc  p la y in g  ou t a 
balancing act in  the event 
they  h ave  to  w ork ou t a 
post-poll form ula o f  shar­
ing the  governm ent. BJP 
leadership has kept its com ­
m unications open w ith I*ra- 
dyot. So is tltc position w ith 
th e  r iv a l L e f t-C o n g res s  
a l l ia n c c  a n d  T r in am o o l 
C o n g re s s . M e a n w h ile . 
D c b b a n n a  c o n tin u e s  to  
coun t his ch ickens; it re ­
m ains to b e  seen w hether 
they will be hatched.'

F o r BJP. th e  s ta k e  in 
T ripura poll is the biggest 
a m o n g  th e  th re e  N o rth  
E astern states go ing  to  the 
polls in  the* first phase this 
m onth. BJP cannot afford 
to  lose* Tripura since this is 
the only state ou t o f  three* 
w h ere  it is  ru ling  a s  the 
m ain party. In M eghalaya 
and  N agaland. BJP is a  ju ­
n ior partner o f  the NDA. In 
Me'ghalaya, the alliance has 
b roken and BJP is fighting 
a lone. So. the U nion Home 
M inister is again  visiting  
Tripura on February 12 and 
P rim e  M inister Nare*ndra 
M odi on February 13. Both 
o f  them  w an t to  im part 
a m ega w ave am ong  the 
T rip u ra  e lec to ra te  in  the* 
last days o f  the* cam paign. 
The results on M arch 2 will 
indicate w hether B JP’s last 
d itch  efforts w ill succeed. 
(/PA Sen 'ice)
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Struck by Cupid’s arrow— exciting or excruciatingP
At the s ig h t. P sychc " fe ll  in  lo v e  w ith 

L ove."
B u t d r o p  o f  scalding oil aw akened Cupid. 

U tterly  dism ayed a t his w ife 's betrayal, he flew 
aw ay -  but first explained: "I have d isobeyed 
m y m o the r's o rders to  fill you  w ith passion  
for so ire  vile  w retch. I flew to you as your 
love r instead.”

L O V E  L O ST  -  A N D  FO U N D

T he rest o f  the na rrative  involves Psyche 's 
lo n g , a rd u o u s q u e s t to  w in  C u p id  b ack . 
T hough d e sp a irin g  and  e x h austed . Psyche 
w illing ly  su b m itte d  h e rse lf  to  a se rie s  o f  
b ru ta l tasks im posed  by V enus, o n ly  to  fall 
in to  a death like  slum ber ju s t b e fo re  co m ­
ple ting  them .

A nd w here is  C upid during  a ll th is?  I f  he is 
characterized a s  a pow erful, dangerous force 
in the f rs t ha lf  o f  the story, the second half 
dep icts him  as a he lpless m am a's boy.

He flew back to  V enus' palace, w here  his 
m other furious that he had secretly married 
Psychc sco lded  him  righteously, sc ream ed 
that he  had em barrassed  her, and  locked him

in h is room.
Finally, recalling h is love for Psyche. Cupid 

escaped  ou t the  w indow  and  saved her from 
eternal slumber.

T hen  he m ade a savvy  deal w ith Jupiter, 
k ing o f  the gods: Psyche could be m ade im ­
m ortal, c learing  the  w ay  for her to  "officially" 
m arry  C up id  in an a rrangem en t tha t even 
sa tisfied Venus.

C O M P L E X  V ISIO N  O F  L O V E

A pu lc iu s ' sto ry  is rare in focusing  on a 
fem ale c haracter and  how love and desire a f­
fect her. The aud ience  follow s Psyche through 
several rites o f  passage, initially , a s an unm ar­
ried girl, she h as not fulfilled her expected  role 
o f  w ife and mother.

A s a frightened bride, she has no  say in 
w hom  she  m arries an  experience  com m on 
fo r young w ives in ancien t Rom an society. 
Love docs not en ter the picture.

But A pulc ius' portrayal o f  Psyche 's  s itua­
tion suggests a lesson Rom an w riters o f  the day 
w anted readers to b elieve: that young m arried 
w om en e ventua lly  com e to desire  and  love

their husbands.
A lthough that process c an  be long and  d if­

ficult, w ives and  husbands bo th  ad ju st to  the ir 
roles o v e rtim e .

The birth  o f  P sy ch e 's  c h ild . "P leasu re ."  
at the  end  o f  the  sto ry  resu lts in harm ony all 
around, an idealized im age o f  marriage.

O v id  a nd  A p u lc iu s  rem in d  us tha t the 
original C upid is no t the benign little  b e a rc ro f 
valentines but an elem ental force o f  human na­
ture -  a "savage, untam ed c reature"  that lights 
the fires o f  passion  in unp red ic tab le  w ays. 
W hereas A po llo 's  lust for D aphne 's visible 
beauty rem ained unsated. Psyche eventually  
enjoyed  sex w ith  her unseen husband. A pollo 
learned that longing isn 't a lw ays m utual, while 
Psyche rea lized  that love  and trust m ust be 
earned.

A pu le iu s 's  sto ry  suggests that Cupid  and 
all the intense em otions he represents, once 
tem pered, can prov ide  the basis for a loving, 
long-lasting relationship.

In sh o r t, b o th  s to r ie s  c o n ta in  v a luab le  
lessons abo u t the nature  o f  rom ance. (The  
Conversation)

Ah . V a len tin e 's  D ay: tha t H allm ark  
holiday o f  gree ting cards and  choco­
lates. its bloody origins alm ost entirely  
forgotten over the last 2 .000 years!

W hat began a sa  C hristian  feast day  honor­
ing tw o o r  three early C hristian  m artyrs -  the 
original "V alentines" is now  asso- 
w ith  f lo c k s  o f  iv ingcd  c h e ru b ic  
p id s ,  w h o se  in n o c u o u s - lo o k in g  
bow s and 
g e n tle  ro m an c e  
death-dealing  war. 
h o w , th e  p h r a s e  
C u p id 's  a rro w "  is 
b e  exciting  rather 
than excrucia ting 

T h e  o r ig in a l  
C upid w as the 
son  o f  V enus. R o  - 
m an g o d d e ss o f  love 
and  beauty. He 
h im s e lf  w as 
a R o m a n  
d e ity  a sso ­
c ia te d  w ith  l u s t  a n d  love, based  on 
the G reek  Eros. In G reece and Rom e, both 
figures w ere depicted as handsome young men. 
not a s w inged infants.

But ancicnt poets and artists also im agined a 
troop o f  "E ro tcs"  or "Cupid incs" a s a ttendants 
o f  these gods. Tkc Rom ans p on rayed  them  
a s  w inged in fan ts  o r  “ pu tti ,"  a s  they becam e 
know n in Italian R enaissance  art. T hese, in 
turn, becam e the  chubby  cherubs o f  today 's  
va lentines.

Despite envisioning the god  w ith a troop o f  
adorab le  a ttendants, even d ie  Rom ans under­
stood  that Cupid had a darker, m ore dangerous 
s ide  -  one  whose pow er you  w ou ld n 't want 
to  d ism iss.

SM A L L  B U T M IG H T Y  

The archer god A pollo found this out the  
hard w ay, a s the poet O vid  told in his epic 
o f  A .D . 8, "M etam orphoses."  H aving  ju s t 
sla in  the dragon o f Delphi w ith 1.000 arrow s. 
A po llo  provoked  the  fierce fury  o f  V enus' 
son  by m ocking C up id 's  seem ing ly  toylike 
weapons.

C upid sw iftly  took his revenge. He picrccd 
A po llo 's  heart with a go lden  arrow , causing 
him  to fall passionately in  love w ith the nymph 
Daphne. But D aphne w as a sw orn v irgin, and 
Cupid sho t he r w ith  a lead arrow , in tensifying 
her loa thing for a  l th ings am orous.

She  fled  from  A p o llo 's  ad v an c es . T he 
desperate  de ity  pursued her relentlessly , until 
D aphne 's father turned her into a laurel tree  to  
save her. C upid 's arrows, how ever dim inutive, 
w ere m ore powerful than A pollo 's.

T IIE  UNSEEN SPO U SE 

But the m ost famous c harac terization  o f  
Cupid in  Latin literature appears in  the work o f

A pulcius. who lived during the second century 
in w hat is now  A lgeria. He w rote a s to ry  about 
Psyche, a p rincess so  exceed ingly  beautiful 
that m ortals w orshipped her a s  i f  she  w ere the 
goddess o f  love  herself.

Enraged by jealousy. Venus com m anded her 
Psyche fall in love w ith  the

royal fam- 
tha t th e ir  daugh- 

w a s  d e s tin e d  
"a  sa v - 

u n ta m e d  
creature" tliat 

a b o u t

I n s  t  e  a  d  . \  I  Psychc found her­
s e l f  b o rn e  b y  \  M a g e n t le  b r e e z e  
to  an e labo ra te  \  f  p a la c e  in h a b ite d  
by invis ible ser- v a n ts . T h a t  n ig h t,
a n  " u n k n o w n  Y  h u sb a n d  a rr iv e d  a n d  
m ade Psychc h is  1  w ife ."  d e p a r tin g  b e fo re  
sunrise.

H er u n se e n  sp o u se  c o n tin u e d  to  v is i t  
n ightly , and  Psyche w as  soon ove rjoyed  to  
find h e rse lf  p regnant. But she a lso  becam e 
increasingly lonely. Her m ysterious husband 
agreed tha t her s isters could v isit a s long as 
she d id  not try to “ investigate his appearance.” 
She happily agreed, telling him. "W hoever you 
arc  I love  you deeply. N ot even Cupid could 
com pare to you ."

But w hen P syche’s  tw o o lde r sisters visited, 
they becam e env ious o f  her luxurious life. 
"She  m ust be m arried  to a god !"  they intuited 

unlike Psyche, w ho rem ained inexplicably 
clueless. H oping to  break up the m arriage, they 
offered a false exp lanation  for her husband 's 
secrecy: I le  m ust b e  a m onstrous serpent i ntent 
on devouring  her and  her unborn child .

A horrified Psyche believed them , despite  
her intim ate physical know ledge o f  her spouse 

h is "p erfu m ed  locks, tender checks, and  
w arm  chest.”

A rm ed with a dagger, she prepared to  kill 
her husband a s he slept. But first, ignoring  his 
repeated  w arnings, she gazed at him  by  the 
light o f  an o il lamp.

H ere, halfw ay through the story, the  a u d i­
ence  finally finds o u t h is identity: none o the r 
than Cupid' himself!

A statue o f  a naked w om an looking  dow n 
a t a sleep ing  m an on  d isp lay  in a park  in 
autumn.

P sy ch e  f in a l ly  g e ts  a g o o d  look a t her 
husband.

f i  re
-  a n d  th e y  

a b a n d o n e d  
o n  a

Women dominance not representation
Wall Street Journal, Economist and Financial Times all now have female editors

A whole new level 
of mixed media art

Ar tists never really leave a ny ­
thing alone. I f  you  give them 
a tool it's  go ing  to  get used. 
The prophetic w ords o f  a rt connois­

seur Bill G oldston resounded as one 
w itnessed the  d igital a rtw orkso f three 
brillian t artists a t the ongoing India 
Art Fair here.

Taking m ixed media art to a  whole 
new level. Varun D csai. Mira Felicia 
M alhotra and  G aurav O galc  used the 
A pple  iPad Pro to  do  things at the 
sort o f  speed  at which the artist can 
im agine, w ell alm ost!

"A pple has been providing me w ith 
the  b est techno logy  for this w hole 
thing... A n artw ork like  mine has a 
whole bunch o f  layers, so  1 am able 
to  c re a te  abou t 150 la y ers  it  a r e ­
ally huge size. You can see  that I am 
actually  draw ing on a sm all iPad, but 
it can be blow n up to a bigger size ,” 
M umbai-boned v isual artis t and illu s­
trato r M alhotra told IANS.

M a lh o tra , know n  fo r her bo ld , 
m u ltico lo u re d , illu s tra te d  portra its  
o f  Indian w om en, feels that her iPad 
Pro and  A pple  Pencil he lp her bring 
her ideas out into the w orld quiekcr 
than ever.

A lign ing  with the them e for th is 
ye a r 's  sh ow case , " F in d in g  ihe E x ­
tra o rd in a ry  in  th e  O rd in ary " , w as 
m ultidisc iplinary artist Desai's work 
titled. 'D im orphism 1 -  a digital instal­
lation o f  code-generated video a rt, 3D 
LiDAR scanning , hand-drawri an im a­
tion. and  sound synthesis.

"T his w as created  using code. B e ­
ing a  com puter engineer, I learnt c od ­
ing in a very  s terile  w ay  tha t w as not 
catered  tow ards creating  a visual art. 
So o nce  this softw are callcd process­
ing cam e a long . 1 w as ab le  to channel 
ail th is  technical know ledge I had to 
visualise these ideas.” D esai said.

"The next process cam e from a very 
pow erful a spect o f  the  device which is 
callcd L iD A R Scanner, which a llow s 
you to scan architectural objects in the 
real w orld," Desai told IANS.

A pple  C E O  Tim  C ook o r  Friday 
tw eeted that at the first India A n Fair. 
" D ig ita l A rt is ts  in R esidence  p ro ­
gram m e show s how  technology can 
unlock creativity".

"G reat to  see  liow  iPad Pro is h e lp ­
ing a n is ts  M ira. V arun, and  G aurav 
to  tap in to  such  inc red ib le  creative 
expression ," C ook said.

A rt is ts  a t w o rk  d u r in g  th e  
o ngo ing  In d ia  A rt Fair. ( IA SS)

A friend ly  in te rac tiv e  session  a t 
the  event show ed the  attendees how 
to use the  iPad Pro a lo n g  w ith the 
Procreate g raphic ed ito r app  to  create 
basic  a rtw orks and  unlock new  styles 
and techniques.

"Digital art is the future. I think one 
needs to  be a pro at both — dig ital as 
w ell a s  traditional art. U sing d igital 
tech like  Ipads e tc w ill on ly  help us 
uiideistaud a it be tter,"  Amislia G arg. 
a  s tudent o f  Delhi C ollege  o f  A rt w ho 
a ttended  the  digital a rt exh ib it, said. 
(IANS)

Fem ale  ed itors have taken centre  
stage  in three o f  the m ost prom i­
nent organ isation  on financial 

com m en tary  the E conom is t. F i­
nancia l lim es  (FT) and the Wall Street 
Journa l (W SJ).

H eather McGregor. Provost & Vice 
P r in c ip a l. H cric t-W att U n iv e rs i ty  
D ubai, g ives he r g ripp ing  na rrative  
on these w omen tackling the ir crucial 
ro les and  w hat it n cans for business.

A fter Em m a Tucker s tarting  work 
a s  ed ito r o f  the  Hull S ttv e t J ournal, 1 
thought for the  first tim e ever, women 
a rc  in charge o f  w hat I be lieve  to  be  
the  three m ost influential o rgans o f  
financial commentary.

When I commented on this on Twit­
ter. it w as the first tim e that one  o f  my 
posts  has gone viral. People pointed 
ou t m any m ore w omen in  positions 
o f  ed ito ria l com m and A lessandra  
G allon i is ed ito r in c h ie f  o f  Reuters, 
Sally  Buzbec is executive ed itor o f  the 
W ashington Post, D eborah T urncss is 
C E O  o f  B B C  Ne*'s and  Current A f­
fa ir s ,  Ju lie  Pace is executive  ed ito r o f  
A ssoc ia ted  Press.

I could carry  on -  V ictoria New ton 
ed its  the Sun, A lison Phillips e d its the 
D aily  M irror, and indeed Jo  A detunji 
ed its  The C onversation U K. Tucker 
h e rse lf  a rrives at ihe W SJ after being 
in  charge o f  the U K 's Sunday 'limes. 
Perhaps wc should speak about female 
d o m in a n ce  ra the r than rep rese n ta ­
tion.

T H E  E F F E C T  ON BU SIN E SS

All o f  that is fantastic  progress, and 
m ore  like ly  to  in sp ire  o the r female 
jou rnalists to w ant to  be ed ito rs after 
a ll. i t 's  hard to be w hat you c an ’t sec. 
The E conom ist/F T /W SJ  trio, though, 
is the m ost critica l for w omen in b u s i­
ness. Full disclosure: I wrote a w eekly 
colum n for the FT  for 17 y ears  under 
(three) m ale ed ito rs, before  g iv ing  up 
w hen I becam e a full-tim e academ ic. 
M y final ed itor. L ionel Barber, w as 
fully supportive o fw o m en 'sca re e rs  
he d id . a fte r  all. help to appoint Roula 
K halaf a s ed ito r in January 2020 w hen 
he left.

K h a la f  spoke  in  an  in te rv iew  in 
2 0 2 1 about taking the p aper in a more 
fem a le -f r ien d ly  d ire c tio n , s tr iv in g  
tow ards a 50-50 m ale-fem ale m anage­
m ent split, as w ell as increasing the 
proportion o f  fem ale colum nists and 
subscribers. 1 took a look a t the pres­
tig ious L unch w ith the FT profile that 
appears cach w eekend, for instance, 
which featured 101 men to  56 women 
in  the three years before K halaf took 
over, w hile the  d iv ide  has been 93:64 
in the three years since.

M eanw hile at the Econom ist, where 
Z an n y  M in to n  B eddoes took  o v e r  
in  2015 , the  keyw ords "w om en  in 
leadersh ip" yielded 30 a rticle s  in the 
eigh t years  before  her appointm ent. 
In the eight years since , there have 
been 53.

M ore w om en a t the to p  inc reas­
es the  lik e lih o o d  o f  w omen ris ing  
through the  ranks. A rc these a ppoin t­
m ents more im portant in this respect 
than the increased nu tm c r o f  w om en 
on boards?  I think so. I *vas one  o f  the 
sm all g roup  o f  w om en who. in 2010. 
under the leadership o f the financier 
Baroness H elena M orrissey, founded 
the  30%  C lub , w hich  su c ce ss fu lly  
cam paigned to raise  the p roportion o f  
w om en on  boards.

T he proportion o f  women on FTSE 
100 com pany  bo a rd s Jack in 2010 
w as 12%, having been flat for over a 
decade. These days it is over 40% . But 
tha t's only 100 companies out o f  2.000 
listed on the London Stock E xchange, 
and doesn 't include private businesses. 
T here ove r 5 m illion businesses in the 
UK. w ith 45.000 employing m ore than 
50 people, and  no reliable da ta  avail­
able  on the ir gender p rogress.

Even i f  w e had that data, tha t's ju st 
businesses in  the  UK these  th ree  
publications cover the world. T he FT. 
WSJ a n d  E conom ist a re  so m uch m ore 
influential than the women that lead 
the U K 's  businesses.

T he w ork o f  the  30% C lub  which 
has g one  from  focusing  on  board- 
level appointm ents to challenging the 
m akeup o f  the executive com m ittee, 
and the p ipeline  behind it has show n 
me that the th ing  that m atters most 
in trying to  changc any  inequity  is  to 
give it the oxygen o f  publicity. Women

leading the m ost respcctcd financial 
com m entary in the w orld c an ’t fail to 
he lp o ther w om en in  this regard.

W omen in business a re  m ore likely 
to  be know n by w omen in the m edia, 
som eth ing  that academ ics call "ho- 
m o p h ily "  ( th e  tendency  for peop le  
w h o  a re  s im ila r  to  se ek  o u t each  
o th e r 's  c o m p an y ). S u c c ess  b ree d s 
success, so being  appoin ted  to  these 
jo b s  m eans tha t the w om en tak ing  
them  a re  m ore  like ly  to  m eet o the r 
successful w om en, a concept know n 
as "preferential attachm ent".

T he h igh -p ro file  na tu re  o f  these 
appo in tm en ts  w ill a lso  have  draw n 
the a ttention o f  others to  the m erits o f  
a w om an editor. A rguably the biggest 
change that the appointm ent o f  Minton 
B eddoes m ade w as that K halaf and 
now  T ucker w ere able to  follow.

Strangely, round about now  seem s 
a popular tim e for fem ale leaders o f  
m ajor financial and  b u siness  m edia 
o rgan isations to  start w ork. M inton 
Beddoes s tarted  in her c u rren t role on 
February 2 2015. K halaf on January 
20 2020.

Returning to  Severn T rent, H elen 
M iles does not jo in  until April I, so 
tha t is w hen the  com pany 's all-fem ale 
top team  will get going. I am  sure  that 
they w ill b e  pleased  that the ir prog­
ress, and  the value that they w ill hope­
fully de liver to  all their stakeholders, 
will be c losely  observed - by women. 
(The C onversation)
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How disaster diplomacy united warring nations
The d e a th  loll o f  th e  m a ssiv e  

earthquakes that have  rockcd 
the T urkey-Syria border region 

has now  exceeded 5.000 people and 
the  W orld H ealth  O rgan iza tion  has 
su g g ested  it cou ld  rise  a s h igh  as 
20.000. The catastrophe has led to  an 
international ou tpouring o f  support. 
N um erous international rescuc. m edi­
ca l. and o the r team s arc arriv ing  and 
on  the ir  way.

As ever, local em ergency services 
w ere first on the front line  to  pull sur­
v ivors from the collapscd buildings. 
W e know  from researching previous 
e arthquake responses tha t m ost sur­
v ivo rs  a rc  pulled ou t o f  the  rubble 
by local residents and w orkers in the 
im m ediate afterm ath.

But rcscuc  a ttem pts a rc  ongoing  
and reports arc  continuing to  em erge 
o f  people being found a live  under the 
rubble, desp ite  freezing tem peratures 
a t nigh t and poor w ea the r in many 
carthquakc-aticcK d areas.

H av in g  re se a rch e d  d is a s te rs  in 
conflict zones for more than 20 years. 
I 'm  acutely aware o f  how  d ifficult the 
task will be  in T trkcy  and  Syria. This 
b o rder reg ion  is riven  w ith  conflict 
w hich not on ly  in pedes the response 
to  the  d isaster, bu: a lso  often  prevents 
o r  inhib its w ork to reduce the risk o f  
earthquake impacts.

Yet effective d plom acy and  a w ill­
ingness for countries to  w ork together 
despite the ir tensions can m ake a huge 
d ifference.

T he area  over which shocks con­
tinue  to  be felt has sufTcrcd long-term  
v io len t conflict. Kurds in the  region 
have been fighting for a  hom eland for 
years in Turkey. Syria and Iraq.

Syria has been shattered by civil 
w ar since  2011, so  the area  around 
T u rkey 's  bo rder with Syria is packed 
w ith refugees from the  fighting and  is 
a crossing  p o in t for terrorists.

Reports are  em erging that D am as­
cus is dem anding control o f  a id  cro ss­
ing  into Syria and is allow ing  re lief  
supplies to  en ter the region through 
only one border crossing. T here  have 
been  ca lls  for more c rossing  po in ts 
to  b e  opened  to  allow  aid to  get to 
d isa ste r-a ffec te d  peop le  in T urk ish  
a reas affec ted b> the  quakes but so  
far  there is no confirm ation that Syria 
w ill allow  this.

H ow ever, past experience  te lls us 
that i f  countries who a rc  seem ingly  at 
loggerheads can pull toge ther a fte r  a

catastrophe such as th is , it can som e­
tim es y ie ld  dividends.

Turkey its e lf  p rov ides an instruc­
tive  exam ple . Fo r severa l decades. 
T urkey has had a fraught relationship 
w ith its neighbour G rcccc. including 
over C yprus since T urk ish  forces in­
vaded the north in  1974 in response to 
a coup supported by the G reek military 
governm ent o f  th e  tim e.

A nd yet tw o  earthquakes in  1999 
challenged  this pic tu re  o f  m utual en ­
m ity and distrust.

O n A ugust 17. m ore than 17.000 
people d ied  in  an earthquake in  north­
w est Turkey.

G rcccc offered extensive assistance 
and  T urkey accepted.

T hen  on S ep tem b er 7, T u rk ey 's  
m ain scarch-and-rcscuc team  phoned 
the  G reek  am bassador to  T urkey  to 
explain that they had heard that Athens 
had been rocked by a trem or and  to 
offer assistance. T he quake killed over 
140 people. A T urk ish  team  pulled 
a t least one trapped  person from  the 
rubble.

Sincc then, co llabora tion  betw een 
G rc cc c  and  T u rkey  on  p rev e n tin g  
d isasters -  involving w ildfires, earth ­
quakes and o the r hazards -  has en ­
dured  desp ite  the  sh ifting  sta tu s  o f  
the ir d iplom atic relationship

Now, less than tw o m on ths a fte r  
th rea ts  o f  w ar o v e r  d isp u ted  te rr i­
to ry  in  th e  A egean  S ea . G rc cc c  is 
o n ce  again  o ffe ring  d isa ste r  a id  to  
he lp T urkey in the w ake o f  the latest 
earthquakes.

S topping  e a r th q u ak e  d isaste rs

H ow ever, m easures to  help prevent 
d isasters a rc  a lw ays m ore useful than 
international post-disaster a id . w-hich 
is  no toriously  ineffic ien t. It usually  
takes a t least 24 hours for an interna­
tional scarch-and-rcscuc team to be  on 
site  and  active.

I t 's  expensive , too. A s part o f  our 
research , w e ca lcu latcd  tha t the ap ­
p rox im ate  cost per post-earthquake 
life  saved  by in te rn a tio n a l scarch - 
a n d -rcsc u c  te am s is  U S S l m illion  
(£830,000).

R esearch  has show n  that " in fo r­
m al d is a s te r  d ip lo m ac y "  a im ed  a t 
p re v e n tin g  o r  m it ig a t in g  d is a s te r  
im pacts , such  a s th o se  seen in these  
earth q u ak es, tends to  b e  m ore  suc ­
c ess fu l th a n  co o p era tio n  a f te r  the 
even t.

Long-term prc-carthquakc actions

‘Star - Gazing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bhambi Sunday, FEBRUARY 12, 2023

'Birthday Forecast’
Moon square Mercur) on your to»ar return chart end give excellent restAs 
Opportunities ter some good openings in worklbusmess will come to you 
You wt:i grow in yourcareen̂ usiness Your fan«y Me will reman peaces 
You wil alto team scmet̂ ng new. Bring someffing new into your job. earecr 
dullness and your crtative tkilt. You wil be involved in your work. You wfl 
have financial gant. You will alto toIve problems of other persons. There wil 
be an increase « youi popularity and seM respect You wiil remain in the tpot 
iqht Youwui alto thMvcato your polcottais and cap>i>-'44t to other people 
You wtH share wonderful bonding with yourr̂ e partner. You contactt m bun- 
nett ml expand. How much advantage you coutd gain Irom these contactt 
vrtii be known with m  patta®e of Kne

•This w *  (or you'

Arles: (March 21 - April 20) Youwllbe$nyourweekw«ta bang Youwltget 
prwroted in your job. 8«t wahes will pour in from every nook 
and comer Your government related work wil gel competed. 
Ycu vtlfocvt on your but>ness*»ork You «n* bring changes 
in yo«r office. You will get the benef I of these changes later on. 
ThwwH alto be change m your manner of working You wil 

t J W ^  have new plans made wilh re®jrd to the future. You wil atso 
n . V. esteUishaharreoncutrciatonshpwMhSilngsendbrfngeech 

work o its logical condition. YouwilgetalmporlaninewsvtaTV, 
e-mal, internet etc. You wil have no financial worries Lovebird! 
wfi rove a great t.m». You wit fulfill your responsibilities w«h 
sncerity and terioutnett.

Taurus : (April21 • Way 2t)Therewi» be the pressuretofwork. Youwfl coup 
up wilh it well. Ycu wJI get lot of money ter your elf ortt. You wil 
get hrip Irom your coHoagucs'subordlnatct You win ah© work 

^  f  oulysur planning for tome future project You may put it on hold 
fortonesmeiogener YcuwilHeetturrcundedbyprctiemtand 
dfficuHiet But wi'i come out of it You win not take any ritk in 

11 1? your business. Your health wil be perfect. You will bring about a 
change inyou speech and behavw. The wot lit e»at were there 
wilh regard to your children will come to an end Lovebirdt ml 
have > wonderful I me Students win do wen m exams.lnterv.ew. 
Ycu a'to need to keep your anger under control

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) You will have harmony in your famy loved 
ones will give lot of respect to each other. People will be ta 
awe «f you. You will hare money on your hands to spend 

•* r You night buy tcme*«ng new tor »o houte Ycu will take a 
V V  vital decifcco regarding your but loess You will make seme 

‘"'PC'tint plans regard-rgyourwoÂ rofetsicn Studenttwl! 
v W l/ yv  makegood progress m their careers You wil remain popular 

amorg people. You wil get your work done with your quit* 
wit telnets and as tuten ess The rearechancet of sudden gains 
frcm strangers Marriage of a family member wil get foitatd 
Matttrspertaining to property w«l be resolved Meney ehatwas 
given on loan will comeback to ycu Irom somewhere

Cancer : (Juno 22 - July 22) Your heath related problems will get solved 
You «ill alto W ii resolutions made by you. It win make you 
a lot lappy. You wtl get tavorable results in the financial field 
Money thatwas gfcen to tome pertonwll ccme back toyou an 
of a sudden You wil be in an advanlageout povton in your 
business vis-i-va otiers. You wil be Ml ol tert confidence. 
You MU also by to cony lew your work. You will havo wonder­
ful reaUsnt with your partner,'tpoute There are chances of 
mon<y inflow Your eflortun wort wil bear fruits Yourfinancijl 
povicn win be subie. A fwily get together might take place 
You wil be happy a lot 

3 • August 23) Seme pie at ant incidence might take place. Your 
own (»e0e will $ve you a helping hand You will perform an 
cuts landing task which will bring lot of name and fame to you. 
you will gel tavorable rcsUts in government services You wil 
a iso ieach the heights ol success You win have r *  talent for 
leadership. Your ob ttac let in government work will get removed. 
You reed to focus on your goals. Oo not let your ego come In 
betwien your career and personal gains Ahodonotuikaboul 
your pbnt with anyone. Your atfievementt in the financial field 
wli te great Ycu will plan to go out met your famly, And wil 
have lot of fun.

Virgo : (August 24 ■ Soplemtur 22) The graph el your Ian* end prestige ml
-m . riseipwords You wil be Mi of erthusiasm. You «nl also gather 
O r  al the resources in studes You wli fed tome changes You wi* 

do wkal you desire, lit a great time for those who plan to give 
emms-.-servews Youwinukelheadviceofsomeseniorperton

m cormecton with some important subject Your work wil get 
completed with ease. Hince you wli get mesial peace. You wfl 
be busy at home and «*th family. The obstachs in you r business 
and employment matters wm como to an enJ You might invite 
tome people to your houte for dmer. You wil also spend in 
wefare works and make donations.

Libra : (September 23 • October 23) You aril have 6ie pressure of work.
but you wli not be under any tension You w-’i be able to finish 
your work. You wil also get the money neeCcd Your taskt wfl 
not reman unfinished There are chances of some new wort 
plan. You will get better opportunties in your career and job. 
You wil be getting support of your bottet. Your health wfl 
remain perfect You will not take wy sort of nks, There will be 
no deferences between huthand and wife. Your opponcntt and 
tees wil gel defeaMd There wli be excess traveling You could 
alto bn.ng about achange in yourspeech andbehavior Students 
will perform welt. You wfl enhance your cap*«Uies and will get 
betWrrosuRt Eapantion plans In business rilfrucety and you 
win get opporturvtes to progress in you jot.

Scorpio : (October 24 • November 22) Your Ife it l*e an open book whch 
everyone can read Your ifewfl be cnee agah on tract Youwfl 
do wen ri yourjotvbuslness Thetme istightiorsfcjdics, new job 

u andotheraffairs.YourmarriagecanMtogetfntoedExpant«sn
plant in business wil fructify You wil get a promceon in your 

S  job fiat you always wanted to. You will givefearless replies to 
-fr I  ijuetlcntPirownatyou rtjtband and wile wil share wooderful

bonding. There can be a positive change » your lie wn Pie 
aid and advice of a tamty member. There are strong chancet of 
monetary gams No one will be atie to stand up to you in leg* 
matters. You wiB win court battlet.

Sagittarius : (November 23 • December 21)Thcrewllbe good harmony 
between husband and wifo. You wil alto buy tome thing new for 
rw house You wm afco make important (Unt regardng your 
career and but in ett. Your job protpedt wilalto increate. You 
may find Pie right job that ycu have been starching for a long 
tme now Visitors will drop in your home. Yot wfl have tdoffun 
and joy with family members. You wil get your work done with 
your good cormwnlcaton s* lit You wil also plan to go on a 
pdgrimsge *wth your family You will take tmeout from your busy 
schedule despite being busy You wli come n contact with rich 
people. You wil be monetaniy and mentaly tatisfied

#

Capricorn : (December 22 • January 20)Your time wilt be well spent You 
wm do your job perfectly You wil desist trim doing unpro- 
ductve work. You will meet some pencnt vho will help you 
a lot. Guests wil come in and you will be bisy in we Icon ng 
oem Many persons wfl acknowledge you capabMy. You 
should atso do the work with sincerity and hcnetty You will 

^  pay altentfln to your fanmy You have Heq»aMyc4 humility
and vwll get emetonM support frcm frienct. Retoive your 
misunderstandhg win your partner'spou*. You will alto 
plan to visit your relative's P<*ce Your financial povtcn will 
be great You will be Ml of positivity. Your rdatont win t»gh 
rank cttdals wli be good

Aquarius : (January 21 • February 18) Your name and lame wfl spread 
tar and wide You wfl be Mi of ennususm You will gather 
all the resourcet in ttudes. Ycu will alto feel some changes 
in your Me. In your quest to do something nrw you will make 
new contacts You wi-i have gams m you bAmess Your at- 

n V ^ - r  lenbon wil be focused on your targets. You wil move towards 
progress You willatsoget he IpfrcmyourlifeprtnerandtamJy 
members. Students wli do wel. I  it a great tine for thote who 
are studying. You will find a sobton to every problem you are 
facing. You wil have loving rdatons wMh you-spovstf partner. 
You alto need to control your anger and errotbn.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) You wil get lot <A mental peace, love 
aftiri will be tuccettf J. You wil enjoy good bonding win 
your partner. There wfl be obstadet In business and employ- 
ment matters that will not bother you. You vw remove them 
one by one In businett you will tign a big: col rad or deal. 
The a»t>otphere at heme wil be good You might join some
r*» imlfcit* (nr ymir Oiuiim aftrt r»n*r Ymi Mill iftfiutgii
your responsibJt*tw«h flair, You wfl receive pleasant news. 
Attempts at improwng your career will prove o be successful. 
Some autpciout wor kt will get done at your I ands. You will be 
rupp/ al the purchase of seme new items fa the house

Homestays — the next big 
thing in Indian hospitality
The hotel industry in India is get­

ting ready for significant changes 
to meet the evolving and dynamic 

needs o f  the m odern Indian tourist. The 
travel industry in India is expcctcd to 
develop at a rate o f  11 to  11.5 percent, 
reaching a staggering $48  billion in 
2020.

In order to meet the enormous de­
mand for hom estays am ong foreign 
and domestic travellers, India needs to 
add 2.5 million rooms to  the homcstay 
market. Travel fans a rc  searching for 
hasslc-frec. relaxing vacations that in­
c lude comfort and convenience. People 
like vacation spots that a rc  both afford­
able and elose to their homes.

The ultimate pleasure o f  a  vacation 
is the opportunity to  relax and revitalise 
in a  place that makes you feel a t home. 
Unquestionably, one w ay to  serve the 
expanding travel industry in India is 
through home stays.

A s a result o f  the significant de ­
mand in the  Indian industry, hom e- 
stays are o ffering expanding  business 
oppo rtun ities . Both vacationers and 
hom eow ners can consider them as a 
suitab le  choice.

W h a t’s th e  hype a round  
a hom cstay?

A homcstay is a private residcncc that 
has been transformed by the host into 
lodging. It includes a variety o f  extras, 
such  m eals , a personal bu tler, local 
transportation, and pickups. It's a ter­
rific w ay to  get involved in local afTairs 
and experience a  sense o f  "home away 
from hom e.” H om estays give visitors 
a special experience and pay tribute to 
Indian hospitality.

U n like  hom e s ta y s , w h ich  o ffe r 
the opportunity to  accommodatc large 
groups and  fam ilie s , form al ho te ls  
have restrictions on the num ber o f  visi­
tors they may hold. It provides a  level 
o f  luxury and individuality that even 
the m ost fam ous hotels arc unable to 
match.

T here  a rc  m any various k inds o f  
homestays, including luxury, boutique, 
farm, and business/workspace options. 
T hey  could  be  stone houses, villas, 
bungalows, o r chalets.

Homeowners have installed opulent 
am enities like pools, gyms, and house 
auditorium s for a premium homcstay 
experience as a result o f  the fierce ri- 
valry in the homcstay market.

L et’s e x p lo re  a few  fac to rs  tha t 
have contributed to  the popularity o f

homestays.

Peaceful locations th a t a re aw ay  
from  th e  h ustle  o f  th e  city

T he calm settings a rc  a b ig  factor in 
why hom estays are becoming more and 
more popular. Homestays arc he ideal 
getaw ay for travellers because they arc 
situated in charming districtsav/ay from 
the busy city  ccntre and tourist route. 
W hile sipping coffcc and  taking in the 
sunrise between the hills, tourists may 
avoid tourist traps, touts, frauds, and 
other problems.

Personalized scrvice 

T he beauty and spirit o f  hoirestays is 
that they provide visitors the chancc to 
experience the cosincss o f  a  onc-on-one 
connection. You can get a lot ofonc-on- 
one attention bccausc it isadm  nistcrcd 
by homeowners who also serve a s hosts 
and only cater to one  family at a  time. 
T he ow ners o f  the homes can serve as 
your tour guides and show you around, 
a rrange  transporta tion  for day trips 
nearby, and prepare meals according to 
your preferences. T his indivijualiscd 
care and bonding is a fantastic method 
to create relationships that Iasi 

D istinctive accom m odations 

The idea o f  staying in impersonal ac­
commodations has grow n old with trav. 
cllers. H omestays provide an unrivalled 
chancc to  explore India's breathtaking 
beauty and diversity. There are several

possibilities for homestays, such as tree 
huts, stone homes, farm houses, planta­
tion bungalows, old havclis (mansions), 
and rural cottages. There are other op­
tions. including residing with a tribal 
family o r a  royal family.

U nique activities 

Depending on the  location o f  the 
homcstay. proprietors invest a lot o f  ef­
fort into planning activities for the hosts. 
Some o f t he alternatives includc touring 
a cofTcc plantation in Coorg o r attending 
a polo match in Rajasthan.

H om estays prov ide  an 
au then tic  local experience 

H omestays enable tourists to  get out 
o f  their comfort zones and interact with 
the local cu ltu re. A hom estay offers 
tourists a genuine and  unadulterated 
cxpericncc that includes getting to know 
local people, eating food that is grown 
nearby, and taking in the w onders o f  
other cultures.

A n affo rdab le  a lterna tive  

A hotel ofl'crs expert services, and it 
can occasionally be rather expensive to 
stay there for just one day. A excellent 
a lternative without any additional fees 
is a homestay.

Instead o f  paying extravagantly only 
on a room at a standard hotel, tourists 
may afford  that ex tra  excursion o r  a 
pampering session a t an Ayurveda re­
sort. OANSlife)

a rc  certa in ly  far m ore  e ffec tiv e  fo r p lanning regula tions -  not to m ention
sav ing  lives and  helping people than a population that know s w hat to  do
w aiting until the  ground has shaken before  and  du ring  an earthquake. I t 's
and  infrastructure  has  collapsed. em inently  possible these days to  build

From  the US to Jap ;n , m any lives struc tures tha t can  w ithstand  seism ic
have been saved by building codes and  shaking.

Bccausc  o f  ou r ab ility  to  mitigate 
the cft'ccts o f  hazards such as earth ­
quakes. researchers avoid  the phrase 
"natural d isaster".

H arthquakcs w ill a lw ays happen a s 
the ea r th 's  tcctonic p la tes can and  do

shift. But it d o e sn 't follow  that this 
must a lw ays mean a disaster. A nd wc 
can m ake ourselves less vu lnerable to 
trem ors by  w ork ing  together even 
with o u r  political enemics.fT'/fe Con­
versation)
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Railways first, roads next
FOR the common man, India's economic growth is 
reflected principally in the unveiling o f  world-class 
highways anc expressways being set in place by 
the succcssivc governments since the AB Vajpayee 
tenn. This is not to ignore the other pointers like the 
railways where, however, progress o f a minor scale 
is being witnessed; or in the case o f new ports under 
the Sagar Mala project that are aimed at improving 
the networks for the logistics sector. Scores o f new 
airports are ccming up too. The inauguration o f  the 
first section of the Dclhi-Mumbai Expressway the 
Delhi-Dausa-Lalsot segment — by Prime Minister 
Narcndra Modi in Rajasthan on Sunday is a praise­
worthy push for national growth. Once completed, 
this would substantially reduce the road travel'load 
movement tin e between the national capital and the 
nation's principal commercial city. This would provide 
"a major boost" to the region's economic develop­
ment encompassing mainly Rajasthan, Gujarat and 
Maharashtra.

Apprcciab y, several world-class expressway 
projects arc currently being implemented across the 
country to bocst connectivity and act as an engine of 
growth and development. The forward momentum 
to the nation's growth is “experienced” by people 
across regions I lowevcr. what must not go unnoticed 
is the continuing plight o f the railways scctor. The 
overall growth of this vital sector during the two Modi 
terms is less than impressive; so was the case during 
the two UPA terms. At that time, Mamata Bancrjee 
stonewalled attempts at raising passenger fares, which 
resulted in a serious handicap to the railways in rais­
ing resources for modernization. There existed no 
such constraint for the Modi government in making 
a harder push lor railway scctor growth and mod­
ernization rivalling changing the old tracks system 
and introducing trains that could travel at high speed. 
But, in the past nine years, even the much-trumpeted 
Bullet Train project promising a speed o f 300 kmph 
failed to materialize. The locally produced Vandc 
Bharat trains with a promised speed of 160 kmph are 
only an improvement over the antiquated systems that 
the railways love maintained for many years. This, 
overall, is small comfort.

A fact that should be borne in mind is that the rail­
w a y s  o f le i lh e  m ost-cosl-elT eclive  iik jiIc  o f  lraiis|M)!( 

both for passengers and freight. India spends through 
its nose for oil imports. The government is doing a dis­
service to the nation by zealously promoting the roads 
sector at the cost of the railways. True, road projects 
create jobs for large numbers of people and reach a 
substantial part o f the money thus spent into the hands 
o f  the poor. So would railway track development too. 
It's time to concentrate more on the Railways.

To hug or not to hug a 
Cow is the Question

The noticc issued by the 
A nim al W elfare Board o f  
India, which is an agency 
o f  the M inistry  o f  F isher­
ies. Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying o f  the government 
o f  India declaring February 
14 as Cow Hug Day has not 
o n ly  sparked a debate  but 
cartoonists and mcmc makers 
also had a field day because 
o f  the order. The not ice com ­
pelled me to revisit an article 
I w ro te  a dccadc ago  and 
realized how relevant it is to 
(he currcnt situation. It was 
a real story that happened to 
me a dccadc ago and I rewrite 
it again because the situation 
in the country requires that 
we question, introspect and 
ask ourselves the question 
w hether w e really  w ant to 
hug a cow on Valentine's Day 
(February 14) o r not.

I alw ays envy people who 
live in villages: to me. their 
lives seem simple, easy, and 
a t peace  w ith  e v e ry th in g  
around them. It looks like it is 
not difficult and complcx as 
life in the towns and the cities 
is. It was out o f  this love for 
country I i fc that I dec idcd as a 
young boy on the profession 
that I spent a good part o f 
my life in.

I love the green hills and 
enjoy the pleasant breeze in 
the open fields. I also love 
to w atch the d e a r  pristine 
w aters tha t flow  from  the 
rivulets to the roaring river 
dow n below. F or m e. the 
drive down the calm, narrow, 
and scanty traffic road in the 
countlyside is a spiritual ex­
ercise in itself. It is an oppor­
tunity to enjoy nature in all its 
grandeur, a hassle-free drive 
where I can park anywhere 
I like and be overwhelmed 
by the splendor o f  the green 
nature around.

O f  all my visits to many 
v illages in these  beautiful 
Khasi Jaintia hills o f  Megha­
laya, this one visit w as the 
m ost memorable. Kschryn- 
chang is a beautiful village 
on the important road which 
connoets Jowai in Meghalaya 
with Khainduli and Hamrcn 
in the state o f  Assam. I used 
to shuttle to and from Jowai 
to  K rem labil in  K schryn- 
chang to perform my pastoral 
d u tie s . O n  one  p a rticu la r 
visit to  the village, I had to 
stay overnight to com plete 
my pastoral duties the next

By H H Moll mien
day. 1 arrived in the evening 
just before it got dark. It was 
indeed a magnificent moon­
less and  cloudless night. I 
spent some t in e  out o f  doors 
in the cold diy night sitting 
on a bamboo stool to enjoy 
the darkness which was il­
luminated by the dim  light 
from the stars in the sky. The 
soft light from the starry sky 
dimly lit the nature around 
me. Even though it w as mid- 
December, the needle leaves 
on the pine trees still looked 
fresh and grcctl, and the pris­
tine waters o f  river Mynriang 
sparkled while it flowed on its 
course to join the river Myn- 
tang. W hen 1 looked around, 
the open outfields surrounded 
by h ills looked so beau ti­
ful; every th ing  w as b lack 
and  w hite. I look beautiful 
b lack-and-w hite snapshots 
o f  the wonderful night with 
my m inds eye.

I thought village life was 
sim ple and  I knew  alm ost 
everything I needed to  know 
about living in the country­
side. The cock crowed three 
times and I was woken up by 
the mooing o f a mother cow 
c alling  its c*If w hich had 
lo itered  nearby. It w as the 
beginning o f  the post-harvest 
season  in  the area  and by 
tradition after harvest fann­
e rs  are  allowed to let their 
an im als loos; w ithou t the 
ow ner having to take care o f  
the animals. Die tradition is 
called “ Dat-rai" in the Jafltia 
hills and ''pynlait-lan" in the 
Khasi hills. Daring this time 
o f  the year, animals arc a l­
lowed to roam freely w ithout 
anyone tending to them. It 
is the only time o f  the year 
w hen the cow herders and 
goat- herders are given a holi­
day. The animals (cattle  in 
particular) were left uncarcd 
fo r du ring  the dry m onths 
and will be shepherded back 
in spring before the sowing 
season.

T he nex t m orn ing  w as 
cold, dry, and crispy. 1 hesi­
tatingly unzipped my sleep­
ing bag and got out o f  bed 
a n d  w a lk ed  to  th e  po rch  
o f  the  house ove rlook ing  
the hills. I raised my hands 
and  stretched them high to 
greet the rising sun. While 
standing  on lhe portico o f

the house , I looked  for a 
p lace nearby w ith patches 
o f  wood in it. To my right, 1 
saw  a small hill nearby with 
plenty o f  standing pine trees 
and walked towards the hill 
to  answ er nature 's call. On 
reaching the hill I noticed a 
herd o f  cow s grazing on a 
frosty morning. I w alked on 
the c lear pa th and  a young 
bull threatened m e, low er­
ing its head as i f  to hit me. 
I shouted at the bull, which 
from the way it was blowing 
a ir  from  its nose , seem ed 
to be in a  rage. I shouted at 
it again and  wc som ehow  
avoided  c on fron ting  each  
other. I continued  to walk 
and went to finish m y chore. 
I walked the same path again 
to return to the house where I 
was put up for the night. Not 
su specting  any th in g  from  
the noble herds o f  animals. 1 
heard the cows mowing but it 
meant nothing to me. I kept 
w alking my way through the 
stranded herd o f  cows. Then 
all o f  a sudden the  young 
bull thiit had threatened me 
earlier attacked me from be­
hind and hit me on the right 
side  o f  my abdomen. I fell 
on the ground with my head 
still high making me an easy 
target for another attack by 
the raging bull.

Ilie second attack hit me 
on my right face near m y 
righ t ey e; th e  a ttack  w as 
so  powerful that with a big 
thud, I saw sta rs  and  lost 
consciousness. Even after I 
fell to the ground, the furious 
bull did not leave me: it kept 
on hitting me and made me 
conscious again. While hit­
ting me, it also made an angry 
ca ll, w hich w as answ ered 
by  the m other cow  nearby. 
T he cow  too jo ined  forces 
with the bull to mercilessly 
attack me and fix me on the 
pine tree ncaiby. It w as sheer 
luck that Khlanhiwot 1. a mare 
and Bcitlang Langstang w ho 
accompanied me on the trip 
w ere close  by. They, being 
v illag e rs , u n d e rstood  the 
unusual call o f  the  cow s, 
and went to sec w hat hap­
pened. W hen they saw  me 
being hit m erc ilessly  tim e 
and again by the bull and 
the cow, Khlan tried to shoo 
the cow away; but the cow

paid no heed. He then took a 
long stick and started hitting 
the attacking cow to save me 
from the animals, finally, the 
bull and cow left me alone 
but not unscathcd. I w as left 
with bruises and pain all over 
my body. Khlan and Bcitlang 
helped m e get back on my 
feet and walked me down to 
the house.

O n reach ing  o u r  h o s t 's  
home I w as told that I was 
lucky that it w as the young 
bull that attacked me because 
its horns arc still too small 
to  do any serious damage to 
my body. W hen I reached 
the  house  a nd  innocen tly  
told them that I alw ays a s­
sumed that cows arc harmless 
anim als. I asked them  why 
the  a n im als  a ttac k ed  m e. 
They said it w as because 1 
w ent too close to the mother 
cow which still milks a baby 
calf. They advised me not lo 
w alk near the m other cow  
anym ore. T hank goodness, 
nty ribs arc intact and I only 
had bm iseson my face, but it 
would have been a different 
story i f  it had been an adult 
bull w ith full-grow n horns 
that attacked me.

O f  cou rse , I had learn t 
another lesson, but I learned 
the lesson the hard way. I call 
the incident a crash coutsc 
on cow ’s behaviour not be­
cause it is quick but because 
it cam e crashing on me all 
o f  a sudden . I learn t that 
generally  anim als have the 
instinct to feel the pangs o f  
hunger, to  procreate, and to 
protcct themselves and their 
offsprings. The incident has 
a lso taught me another les­
son - to never assum e that 
village life is simple. It is very 
complcx and includes among 
other things, the wisdom to 
know and predict tlx* behavior 
o f  animals, the cycle o f  the 
seasons, and the vagaries o f  
p lants' lives.

I hope this piece will make 
our friends who plan to hug 
(or even go near) a cow, gives 
makes teaches them to think 
afresh and that the unfortu­
nate incident that occurred 
to me will make them rcvisct 
th e ir  e n thusia sm  to m ake 
people hug a cow. Thankfully 
the A nim al W elfare Board 
seems to have been stung by 
the jokes and memcs and has 
cancelled the. "Hug a  Cow "

Why create 
ethnic-political 

divide?
Editor,
From the day. the elec­

tion dates w ere announced 
by ECI your esteemed pa­
per had been periodically 
reporting about w ho should 
become C hief Minister after 
the S tate  A ssem bly e lec ­
tions. Fvcn  in  the edition 
o f  Fcbm ary  12, 2023 you 
published this report in the 
front page and  propagated 
e thn ic  friction am ong the 
tw o  ind igenous tr ib e s in 
Meghalaya. Ap|>arcntly the 
paper is trying to  c reate
toxic ideas that m ay lead 
to disturbance o f peace and 
bonhom ie cx is ing am ong 
the indigenous tribes. The 
question as to who should 
bccomc C h ief M inister o f  
Meghalaya, whether a Khasi 
o ra  Jaintia o r aG aro or from 
other tribes recognised in the 
State is a question best left 
to political parti;s. They arc 
competent enough to  arrive 
at such consensus amongst 
themselves. I f  lhe Shillong 
Times is regularly poking 
the  p o litica l parties w ith 
that same toxic question. I 
doubi its apolitical naturc. 
O r is it aspiring to become a 
political mouthpiece o f  some 
political parties'.'

A lso, the political slug- 
fest and  associated drama 
occupics the centre stage 
in your paper ihcsc days. 
A lle g a tio n s  and co u n tcr 
a lleg a tio n s  have bccom c 
monotonous fixtures. I be­
lieve there arc more pressing 
conccrns in the State, the 
country and the globe that 
you can enrich *our readers 
with rather than [>ctty issues. 
l;o r instance, a few day* ago
the news item about students

getting sick due to pollution 
in Bymihat deserves much 
a pp lause  a nd  w ould  have 
been much better i f  it was 
the main headline todraw  the 
attention o f  readers.

Yours etc..
Famingstone R Sangma, 

Ex-Manager. United 
Bank o f  India.

Shillong

Editor replies: This paper 
has a lw ays been apolitical 
and will rem ain so. W hen 
leaders o f  political parties 
make public claim s about 
who they prefer as the C hief 
M inister after the results are 
announced on March 2. it is
our duty to  voice their views.
During elections the public 
get to  know  the  po litica l 
panics and their objcctivcs 
better w hen they read the 
newspapers and can make 
in fo rm ed  o p in io n s  about 
who to vote for. Not all arc as 
well-informed about issues 
as som e arc.

Wrong name 
of factory

Editor,
Wc w ould like  to  draw  

your kind atten tion  to the 
repo rt pu b lish ed  in  y o u r 
esteem ed daily  on Feb I I .  
2023. regarding students o f 
Don Bosco Higher Second­
ary School. Bymihat falling 
ill from fugitive pollutants o f  
a steel plant. The report goes 
as with a detailed location o f  
the steel plant at Harlibagan. 
Bymihat where a team ofof- 
ficials from Ri - Bhoi district 
administration and Environ­
mental Engineers o f  Megha­
laya State Pollution Control 
Board visited the plant on 
Friday for investigation.

Here, wc would like to
clarify that the name o f  the
plant has been wrongfully

published as M/s Com mer­
cial Iron & Steel Co. Pvt. 
Ltd. Byrnihat as our factory 
is not located at Harlibagan. 
near Don Bosco Higher Sec­
ondary School, Bym ihat nor 
has any official as mentioned 
in the news item visited our 
fac tory  to  investiga te  the 
matter. O ur factory is located 
at F PIP Complex, Rajabagan. 
Bym ihat at a distance o f  7 
KM from H arlibagan and 
the name o f  our factory has 
been unncccssarily dragged 
into the matter.

Wc hope you will investi­
gate the matter and conic up 
with the correct name o f  the 
factory owned by the person
as mentioned in your report.

Yours etc..
G. Saika.

EPIP Complex. Rajabagan 
Bymihat.Mcghalaya

Incumbent MLA 
absent from 

public debate
Editor.
At thew outset I congratu­

late the Seng Samla Laitum- 
khrah for taking the initiative 
to host a public debate where 
c and ida tes  from  d ifferen t 
parties could come and share 
their vision for the 16 East 
Shillong constituency in this 
upcom ing general clcction 
to the Legislative Assembly. 
The debate w as civil, produc­
tive, highly stimulating and 
ancyc-opcner for the constit­
uents. U nfortunately it was 
disappointing to note the ab­
sence o f  the incumbent MLA 
Dr A m parccn Lyngdoh. It 
saddens me that she  couldn't 
be there to defend her work as 
a thrcc-tenn representative, 
but perhaps there's not much 
to defend since she 's done
nothing c onuctc  a t all, licncc
her absence is not surprising.

A lthough her absence w as 
blamed on her busy schedule 
as informed by her minion 
(the incumbent MDC). What 
w call know isthat she is busy 
campaigning for her sister in 
Nongtliym m a. The question 
is w hy couldn 't she m ake 
some time for her own con­
stituents? Wc all know that 
a political dc bate is healthy 
for democracy, and since this 
being the first political debate 
hosicd in 16 East Shillong, 
as a th ree-term  candidate  
her presence would've given 
he r r iv a ls  a r  o ppo rtun ity  
to question her. Is the Seng 
Samla’s invitation not worthy 
o f  her time? W hatever her 
excuses may be, her absence 
is nothing short o f  an insult 
to  the Seng Sam la. to  her 
fellow contenders who also 
made time out o f  their busy 
schedules to participate in the 
debate and thcconstitucnts in 
general.

We expect better from our 
MLA. Wc alsa expect other 
constituencies to be inspired 
and  em u late  the  exam ple  
set by the Seng Samla Lai- 
tum khrah to  hold political 
debates during this clcction 
so that the public get a chance 
toclcct lhe most eligible can­
didate to represent us in  the 
Legislative Assembly

Yours etc., 
Nikkita Sawian 

Via email

Hats off 
; Samla 

Laitumkhrah!
Editor,
The Seng Samla Laitum­

khrah in partnership with the 
Shillong Mail organised an 
interesting a n i enlightening 
debate. A iini|ue  feature is 
tha t it included alm ost all

S en g!

the contestants o f  16 East 
Sh illong  w ho are fighting 
the cutrent elections. Unfor­
tunately, a s  a constituent o f  
East Shillong. I am d isap­
pointed to  sec the abscncc 
o f  our incumbent MLA Dr 
A mparecn Lyngdoh. It sad­
dens me that she couldn't be 
there to defend her work as 
a thrcc-tcmi representative, 
bu t then again  ju dg ing  by 
the currcnt state o f  affairs o f  
the constituency it w ould 've 
been a herculean effort on 
her part to  answ er for the 
dccrepit dispositional effort 
on the road she had inclined 
to undertake, thereby making 
us the public not altogether 
f labbergasted by her clear
ac t o f  truancy  because  it 
certainly w ould 've been an 
opportune  experience as a 
legislator to  com e together 
with her like-minded peers 
and constituents. That is i f  
she e ver considered  them 
as such.

The debate was ccnainly 
engaging for us the viewers 
as w ell a s the candidates 
touching on a variety o f  seri­
ous subject matters in an en­
vironment imbued with ma­
turity and professionalism. It 
was a positive showcase on 
how the candidates fomiulate 
ideas and reasoning which 
demonstrated their ability to 
air out grievances, coopcratc 
and potentially resolve issues 
plaguing the East Shillong 
constituency . Although her 
abscncc was blamed on her 
busy schedule as informed 
by  th e  incun ibcn t M D C 
who was very kind enough to 
lake the time out o f  his busy 
schedule to deliver a letter 
w hich ccnainly explains the 
reason, yet not the soundness 
o f  its content is suspcct. It is 
a known fact that she is busy
cam paigning for her s is lfr
in Nongthymmai. yet being

absent on what is most prob­
ably the most im ponant plat­
form o f  deliberation where 
a lm ost a ll those contesting 
the e lections look tim e out 
o f  the ir  tight schedules to 
attend, is unpardonable. The 
question is why couldn't she 
make some tim e for her own 
constituents?

The Seng Sam la Laitu- 
mkhrah is deserving o f  im ­
mense praise and acclam a­
tions for taking the initiative 
lo  host a public debate the 
first in the entire history o f  
the constituency w here the 
candidates from different par­
ties could com e together and 
share their vision for the 16-
Iui.it Shillong constituency in 
this upcoming general elec­
tion to the Legislative Assem­
bly. The debate w as respectful 
and productive, stimulating 
new  ideas and perspectives 
for those in attendance. I am 
hopeful that other like minded 
groups will follow suit taking 
in sp ira tion  from  the  Seng 
Samla Laitumkhrah's lead in 
organising political debates 
to foster innovative thinking 
w h ic h  p ro m o te s  prob lem  
solving through the building 
o f  linkages betw een words 
and ideas that make concepts 
more meaningful through the 
synthcsization o f  w ide bod­
ies o f  complex information 
to  ex erc is e  c re a tiv ity  and  
implement different ways o f  
achieving realistic develop­
ment and  p rogress for the 
people residing in 16 East 
Shillong.

Yours etc., 
Mavcn Nongrum 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this pave are 
the views o f the writers/ 
au tho rs  and  not tha t of
The Shillong Time-.

Shorting being made scapegoat 
for Adani group's malpractices

Practice o f short sale 
performs vital role as 

a corrective force
By A Raveendran

In a desperate bid to d e ­
fend Adani. an orehestratcd 
a ttem p t i» be in g  m ade to 
present shorting a s  som e­
thing undesirable and even 
abominable. Adani h im self 
has tried to pretend that the 
action by I S  investment firm 
Hindcnbun; in exposing the 
irregularities in his g roup’s 
accounting practices as an 
attack against India and the 
M odi governm ent is  p u t­
ting all its might behind the 
tycoon, obviously bccausc 
it is the most favoured cor­
porate house in the country. 
Unfortunately, the Supreme 
C onn. which is hearing pleas 
seeking investigations into 
llindcnburg's expose, is also 
giv ing  the im pression that 
shotting is the villain.

Shorting is an acccptcd 
trading practiccand it serves 
as a  great corrective against 
corporate impropriety, which 
forces companies to be on 
the ir guard. T he threa t o f

The court, however, noted 
that the Hindcnburg report, 
which w as beyond its ter­
ritorial jurisdiction and that 
there arc regulations which 
deal with the conccrns. The 
court also opined that it was 
for the government to take a 
call on whether some modi­
fication is required for the 
regulatory framework. Hie 
court also indicated that be­
yond a ccrtain stage it won't 
enter into the policy domain. 
It is obvious that there will 
be lot o f arguments in favour 
o f  d isallow ing shorting as 
it has been found to hurt 
investors o f  the Adani group 
companies. But it would be 
a sad day if  the government 
falls for the argument and 
com es forward to ban the 
practice, which is acccptcd 
as norm al and sa lutary in 
all mature markets. In fact, 
intolerance towards shorting 
has been mostly an Asian 
phenom enon as em erging

shorting  keeps com panies 
to  b e  beware o f  question­
able practices as when it is 
de tec ted  it can dam age a 
com pany's prospccts in the 
market forever.

It is true that the since the 
Hindcnburg report was pub­
lished. shares o f  Adani group 
com pan ies have  c rashed , 
with the group forced to ditch 
its FPO issue, citing morality. 
It has indeed hurt millions 
o f  investors. But that is no 
reason to  ju stify  fraud, as

market governm ents often 
show  w ea rin ess  tow ards 
practices that work against 
their companies even when 
they err in their practices.

It has been pointed out 
time and again that without 
this corrective, it is easier for 
bubbles to form , and then 
bu rst. S h o rt-se llin g  bans 
can also mean that investors 
have to pay higher prices for 
stocks. According to a report 
released by M SCI, short- 
selling is a key "ingredient in

Adani him self has tried tn pretend that 
the action by US investment firm  

Hindcnburg in exposing the 
irregularities in his group’s accounting 

practices as an attack against India 
and the Modi government is putting all 
its might behind the tycoon, obviously 

because it is the most favoured  
corporate house in the country.

pointed out by Hindcnburg 
in its reply to the alleged re­
buttal by tie  Adani group. In 
fact, the investment fimi has 
further exposed the rebuttal, 
c iting the fact that A dani's 
'4 1 3  p ag e ’ response  only 
included about 30 pages fo- 
cuscd on issues related to its 
report and that the rest com­
prised high-level financials, 
general information, and de­
tails on irrelevant corporate 
initiatives, ‘such as how it 
cncouragc? female entrepre­
neurship and the production 
o f  safe vegetables'.

While expressing concern 
about protecting Indian in­
vestors. th : Supreme Court 
has sought the views o f  the 
C entre  and the S ecu rities 
and Exchange Board o f  In­
dia (SEBI) on suggestions 
to  im prove the regulatory 
m echanism  and  proposed  
the constitution o f  an expert 
com m ittcc to  give sugges­
tions on strengthening the 
regulatory framework.

the efficiency o f  markets.” In 
the past. MSCI has warned 
countries that they may be 
excluded from ccrtain  in­
dexes i f  they extend bans on 
short-selling.

Another benefit o f  short- 
selling is that it can enable 
investm ent stra teg ics that 
align with environm ental, 
social and govcmancc prin­
ciples and support a more 
sustainable econom y. A c­
cording to a report by Alter­
native Investment M anage­
ment Association released in 
July, short-selling can help 
crcatc *'an economic impact 
by influencing the naturc o f  
capital flows through 'active' 
investing."

Governments have been 
advised to  recognize that 
regula ted  and transparent 
short-selling  supports e f­
ficient markets, makes them 
m ore  a ttrac tive  to  global 
investors, and enhances their 
ability to support local econ
omics. (IPA Service)
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Collegium, Conflict 
and Resolution

“Culture is the widening o f  the m ind  
a nd  o f  the spirit. ”

—  Ja w a h a r la l .Nehru

T he S h illo n g  T im es
\..i s.,; I w  s.. I.Si Mill l <>N«. II i m i^ . i i  mu vm II MM

C o rru p tio n  a non-issue in M eghalaya
MANIFESTOS are coming out thick and fast from 
political parties contesting the 2023 elections. Most 
manifestos are generic in nature and give a broad 
brush o f governance issues. Political parlies that are 
yet to be tried and tested have publicly stated that 
they will ensure corruption-free governance and 
look into corruption cases by the previous govern­
ment if voted to power. The problem is that apart 
from the urban voters who feel that corruption is a 
debilitating factor and the reason why Meghalaya is 
economically weaker, the bulk of the voters in mral 
Meghalaya don’t really understand why corruption 
is the bane o f governance and deprives them o f their 
right to a range of resources. Corruption is a form of 
tyranny as it deprives those with the greatest need 
for state services on account o f their poverty. Cor­
ruption is the reason why over 32% of Meghalaya’s 
population has dipped below the poverty line.

In the rural &rcas the public distribution system 
is often subverted. Money is being made on trans­
portation o f food grains. Money is being made from 
road construction projects. In fact, money is being 
made from every conceivable project from every 
department. Right now the much-touted claim that 
the Jal Jeevan Mission has readied every village 
and household is a hollow claim. But the problem 
is that people in villages don’t know of this scheme. 
They still spend hours at water points waiting to fill 
water in a queue. This does not bother the officials 
o f the PMED orthe minister in charge o f the Depart­
ment. People arc so used to not being serv iced by 
government schemes tliat they are grateful for small 
improvements in their lives.

The Power Department has existed before state­
hood but there are still many villages that do not yet 
have electricity. Ground reports have found smart 
meters being fixsd in homes that do not yet have elec­
tricity. There cannot be more gross corruption than 
this! Yet people wallowing in poverty and ignorance 
don’t know that they are being short-changed. Even 
during Ihe  campaign period, people don’t raise ques­
tions over these burning issues. Candidates come, 
give long speeches and leave no space for people to 
raise questions. This monologic election campaign 
has to give way to something better. Corruption is 
the biggest enemy that must be fought head on. In 
Meghalaya there are too few people in the urban 
centres that are aware about the Right to Informa­
tion (RTI) as a tool to bring the corrupt to book. The 
RTI movement has not really reached the rural areas 
o f Meghalaya but why would the government care 
when it is better served if people continue to remain 
ignorant of their rights.

By Manraj Singh

Protests across India on 
M GNREGA budget cut

Reduced job 
guarantee makes rural 

workforce restive
By Dr. Cyan Pathak

Visionary 
leaders need 

of the hour in 
Meghalaya

Editor.
I ju s t  sa w  a v id e o  o f  

the  B JP  c an d id a te  from  
M awsvnram saying that he 
join.'<l ih,- R IP hivaii'u* h r
wants to bring the milk and 
the honey from Delhi. Leav­
ing aside political affiliations 
and politics, I think M egha­
laya and o the r N ortheast­
ern s ta te s need politicians 
w ho w ill find out w ays and 
m eans to  enable is  to  stand 
on ou r ow n feet rather than 
politicians w ith su :h  mental­
ity. I t 's  a  shame tx i that he 
doesn't know the basic tenets 
o f  C e n tre -S ta te  f inancia l 
r e la tio n s  c o n sid e rin g  the 
fact that he w as a form er 
M eghalaya  C ivil S erv ice  
Officer, l o r his information, 
there is a const itut onal body 
called the Finance C om m is­
sion and its main function is 
to distribute the net proceeds 
o f  taxes between Centre and 
S ta te s  a cco rd ing  to  th e ir  
rcspcctivc contributions to 
the  ta x es  and  its second  
main function is todctctminc 
fac tors governing; G rants- 
in-Aid to the Stat;s and the 
m agnitude o f  the sam e. In
2022-23. there arc 14 states 
inc lu d in g  7 N ortheastern  
states that rcccivcd the Post 
D evolution Reven ue Deficit 
grant. M eghalaya is also one 
o f  them. T he revenue grant 
is based on the gap between 
revenue and expenditure o f

each sta te  post tax devolu­
tion. It basically means that 
these 14 states spent more 
than they earned hence the 
need for the revenue deficit 
grant.

Looking at the bright side, 
on paper the fiscal health o f  
our state is better than other 
smaller states like Nagaland 
and Mizoram. Cutting across 
party lines, our state needs 
visionary leaders who will 
help improve the fiscal health 
o f th c  state and also generate 
em ploym ent for the  thou­
sands o f  unemployed youths 
and hopefully i f  w e produce 
such leaders, our state will 
becom e a revenue surplus 
state in the future.

Yours etc..
G ary M arbaniang.

Via email

NPP still going 
strong!

Editor.
T h e  fro n t p a g e  n e w s  

“ N P P  m o c k s  C o n g r e s s ' 
“5-star dream ' for state” (ST 
February  12. 2023) m ade 
interesting reading. T he NPP 
spokesperson  B ajop  Pyn- 
g rope  r igh tly  m ocked  the 
5-star dream  ofihcC ongress 
Party w hich is struggling to 
revive in order to survive. 1 le 
has also rightly questioned 
that is  Congress is aim ing 
to  ach ieve  th is , w hy docs 
nobody across the  country 
believe it? M ake no mistake, 
ih.- N PP is still lh.* largest 
party in M eghalaya w ith 20 
scats. From the strike rate o f  
political parties in 2018 and

"History never  
re/teals itself, but it does 

often rhyme  
This quote often attribut­

ed to  Mark Twain, is a good 
tool to  make sense o f  our 
current times. Recently vari­
ous m em bers o f  the ruling 
dispensation in India have 
stirred up the controversy 
regarding the appointment o f  
judges. The Supreme Court 
w as c riticiscd  for strik ing  
dow n the National Judicial 
Appointments Commission 
(NJAC)brought by the Modi 
government in 2016 and the 
judgem ent in Kcsavananda 
Bli.ir.iti Case (1973) which 
laid down thedoctrinco f Ba­
sic Structure o f  the Constitu­
tion w as callcd a bad prec­
edent. Suprem e C ourt w as 
also berated for the creation 
o f  collegium  system and it 
w as advocated that “search 
com m ittee”  o r "evaluation 
com m ittee" com prising  o f  
representatives o f  the execu­
tive and judiciary should be 
form ed to  short list candi­
dates for appointment. Such 
repe*ated a ttacks create  the 
false narrative that judiciary 
is a g roup  o f  ind iv id u als  
with a c onsp iracy  against 
the e lec ted  governm ent o f  
the people. It is a s i f  a cabal 
h ides its se crets from  the 
public . N o th ing  cou ld  be 
further from the truth. 

H istorical B ackground 
There has alw ays been a 

tussle between the judiciary 
and thecxccutivc be it on ap ­
pointments o r on matters per­
taining to rights and policy. 
The area o f  contention lie's in 
the constitution. A rticles 124 
and 2 17 grant pow er to the 
President o f  India to  appoint 
judges o f  the Supreme Court 
and the High Courts respec­
tive ly a fte r  “consu lta tion"  
w ith the  C h ie f  Ju s tice  o f  
India (CJI). I lowever. Article 
74 states th;u President shall 
carry out all cxccutivc func­
tions on the “aid and advise" 
o f  the  "C ouncil o f  M in is­
ters". T his leads to a  natural 
c o n flic t be tw ee n  the  tw o 
b iandies o f  die Suite in ease 
there is a disagreem ent as to 
whose advice shall bear more 
w eightagc. A lthough there 
w as no such problem  during 
the tenns o f  first tw o Prime 
M inisters, w ho w ere accept­
ing o f  the CJI having the final 
say. th ings w ent dow nhill 
when Indira Gandhi became 
Prime Minister. M any o f  her 
policies w ere struck dow n 
by the  ju d ic ia ry . D uring  
her second term the ide*a o f  
“com m itted jud ic iary" took 
cen tre  stage. T his im plied 
that judges w hose ideologies 
were in alignment w ith that 
o f  the governm ent w ere to

the disarray o f  the Congress 
party vis-a-vis the reach o f  
the National People 's Party 
all over Meghalaya the NPP 
is placed on a higher pedestal 
tlvan other political parties to 
win 33 seats to  form a stable 
government on its ow n after 
March 4. 2023. The rest o f  
the seats will be shared by 
BJP. U D P.A 1TC.INC , PDF 
and Independents. Data on 
seats contested, w on. vote 
share, deposit forfeited and 
the s tr ike  rate o f  political 
parties in the last e lection in
2018 do not lie but indicates 
that no other party other than 
the NPP has the capacity to 
win 33 scats in the M egha­
laya Legislative A ssem bly 
election. 2023 given the d is­
array o f  the Indian National 
Congress.

Yours etc., 
VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

Old wine in 
old bottles

Editor,
It is hilarious to read o f  

the UDP leaders' ambitious 
talk o f  w inning a majority in 
the ensuing A ssem bly Elec­
tions. Do these leaders even 
b e lieve  th e ir  ow n w ords? 
Even an average person with 
a n  io ta  o f  p o litica l horse  
sense know s that th is  will 
never happen. M ore likely 
than not. the com ing e lec­
tions w ill produce another 
hung Assembly with die NPP 
again emerging as the single 
largest party with 20 to  22 
scats more or less. T he UDP

be promoted and appointed. 
M any judges were promoted 
out o f  turn superseding their 
seniors. This earned on until 
1993 in the ease o f  Supreme 
Court Advocaics-On-Rccord 
A ssoc ia tion  (SC A R A ) vs 
Union o f  India, com m only 
c allcd  the  Second  Judges 
C a se , w h ere  it w a s  he ld  
that judicial view will hold 
primacy. A new institution 
c allcd  the C olleg ium  was 
created which consisted o f  
thcC’JI along vith  two senior 
most judge's. This w as later 
increased to  five in  1999.

C o llcg iu ir  sy stem  w as 
brought to preserve the  idea 
o f  inde p en d e n t o f  judiciary 
which is the part o f  the Basic 
S tructure  o f  the C onstitu ­
tion. T he independence o f  
jud ic ia ry  is possible w hen 
the judges are independent, 
and ihi'v  a rc  iiidi*prnd<*nt
when they arc not comm ittcd 
to the Executive but to the 
Constitution.

Insidious C riticism
It is c la im ed  tha t c o l­

legium is a lio i to the Con­
stitution. It is a lso s:iid that 
Government l» s  no say in the 
appointm ent o f  judges and 
it is only the judges who ap­
point the judges. This shows 
a reductive understanding o f  
the functioning: o f  our institu­
tions and Constitution. The 
doctrinc o f  Basic Structure 
which is also not explicitly 
part o f  our Constitution and 
yet integral to  it, is rooted in 
ju risprudence  and history. 
It has saved India from the 
w him s and  fancie*s o f  the 
Executive. Since indepen­
dence o f  judiciary is part o f  
basic structure hence colle­
gium is a refined mechanism 
to appoin t judges thereby  
balancing the views o f  the 
judic iary  and executive. I f  
w e go  deeper into the w ork­
ings o f  the C ollegium  and 
understand how it plays out 
in the real world, then w e 
w ill find ou r answer. Colle­
gium recommends names for 
the appointment and sends 
them to the Executive. The 
views o f  the latter a rc  taken. 
If  there is any objection by 
the Executive ihe said names 
arc sent back for reconsid­
e ration. M any a tim es the 
judic iary  considers the  ob­
jections and the appointment 
is withdrawn. In case, after 
the objections arc considered 
and jud ic iary  reiterates the 
sam e nam es then the  a p ­
pointm ent must happen. This 
is the only instance where the 
judges have tie  last w ord. If 
for some reason the President 
(e rg o  E xccu livc /G ovcrn -

will likely gcta maximum o f  
8 seats and the BJP 4 seats 
at the most. I am sure that 
the UDP and the BJP will 
again gravitale towards the 
NPP for the formation o f  a 
new government. Forget the 
UDP's m udsinging against 
the NPP and the B JP s cry­
ing hoarse about the NPP's 
corrupt deeds during their 
e lec tion  cam paigns. T hus 
it w ill be old w ine in old 
b o ttles  ye t again  a nd  w c 
ordinary folks will have to 
endure another five ycais o f  
bad governance  o r  w orse. 
To those well-mc*aning indi­
viduals w ho e thort us to vote 
for a change. I would like to 
ask them a s inp lc  question: 
W here is any m eaningfu l 
choice? T he alternative , if 
any is again those old players 
in new un ifom s w ho will sit 
in the O pposiion.

Yours ctc..
Samuel Swctt.

Shillong -2

Action against 
noise pollution

Editor,
Apropos c f  the letter by 

H T Wells captioned, “O pen 
le tte r  to  DC E as t K hasi 
H ills”  (S T  Feb 19. 2023). 
I w ish to  w rite regard ing  
noise and a ir pollution men­
ace  c au se d  >y th e  H indu 
M ission. Lower M awprcm. 
Sh illong . Tc the  ex trem e  
resentment o f  the residents
and  s tuden t com m un ities
around Hindu M ission, this 
institution h is  a llow ed the 
use o f  a major portion o f  its

mcnt) docs not give his a s­
sent. them appointm ent docs 
not go through. Therefor the 
final stam p o f  approval lies 
with the Government and not 
the judiciary.

C riticism  o f 
th e  Collegium

Apart from the common 
and  refu tab le  critic ism  o f  
Collegium system there does 
exist credible criticism  o f  it. 
Due to lack o f  transparency 
as to why certain candidates 
are sclcctcd and why some 
a rc  rcjcctcd  in the public 
dom ain , it in stils  a  sense  
o f  unaccountab ility  in  the 
m inds o f  the public. H ow ­
ever. reccnt developments do 
a fte r  some creative ideas for 
solutions to these problems.

T h e  c u rrc n t  C JI D Y 
C handrachud m ade public 
the reasons why certain can­
d id a te  whii'h wi’n* found lo
be deserving o f  appointment 
were rejected by the Execu­
tive. The G overnm ent was 
left red faced a s  it showed 
how the appointm ents were 
be in g  s ta lle d  by th e  E x ­
ecutive because o f  trivial and 
prejudiced reasons. Although 
the  m anner o f  th is  tactic  
might appear rash to some, 
yet it can pave the w ay for a 
balanced approach in which 
all sections judiciary, ex ­
ecutive and the citizens are 
made aware o f  the proccss. 
W hile stream lining the ap ­
poin tm ent p rocess, it is a 
good administrative idea to 
fix tim elines for m eetings 
and appointments.

Looking elsewhere around 
the world w e can learn the 
good lessons and reject the 
bad ones. In the USA. the 
a ppo in tm en t o f  ju d g e s  to 
the Supreme Court is an ex ­
tremely political and partisan 
proccss. A lthough it is com ­
mendable in its transparency, 
yet it can be disastrous due to 
the pow er yielded by the Ex­
ecutive. Judges are appointed 
on the lines o f  political par­
ties and  ideo log ical lines 
dependent upon the people in 
power. T his leads to danger­
ous judgem ents which can 
be m ore in line with political 
ideology rather than sound 
legal principles. The judges 
in the States are appointed by 
election which has its ow n 
d isadvan tages. T h e  focus 
o f  the judge becom es more 
on w inning the clcction by 
any  m eans possible rather 
than being chosen on  legal 
acumen.

T he presen t sy stem  o f  
appointm ent in the U nited 
Kingdom can bring us closer 
to the idea o f  a better system.

premises as a "parking lot". 
Initially there w ere  only a 
few private vehicles but now 
the number has increased to 
80-100 vehicles.

B eing  a p riva te  tuition  
teacher and housew ife o f  a 
jo in t family with the elderly 
fathers anel mothers-in-law  
and six school-go ing  ch il­
dren at hom e. I bring this 
issue before the concerned 
authorities in the larger in­
terest o f  the residents. By 
allowing parking o f  vehicle's 
for commercial purposes in 
the residen tia l a re as , th is 
H indu M ission has totally 
polluted the “academ ic a t­
m osphere."  W hat is most 
irritating is the  noise caused 
by au to /p ick -up  vans and 
com m ercial vehicles. Even 
late at night, o u r  ch ild ren  
are aw akened by the entry 
o f  these commercial vehicles 
that emit high pitch sounds. 
In the m orning, before 5 am 
in summer, our sound sleep 
gets disturbed by  the  same 
noise while the vehicles arc 
set on ignition for m ore than 
1015  minutes. Som e drivers 
recklessly blow  hom.

This Hindu Mission has 
also earned a bad name for 
o the r issues raised in T he 
Shillong Time's in the past, 
for organizing various kinds 
o f  parties in which film songs 
a re  p layed . Ju s t n e ar the 
sacred tem ple , they often  
organize Bollywood dance's 
w hich som etim es run fo r 
6-7 hours and even beyond
10 pm. Docs the pollution
b oard  g ive  pe rm ission  to  
this Hindu Mission to hold 
parties? No authorities have 
any right to give permission

UK fo llow s the po licy  o f  
open ce>mpctition o f  the can ­
didates. They arc interviewed 
by a Judicial Com m ission 
and then consultation is done 
w ith politicians and senior 
ju d g e s . At no stage  docs 
one party hold veto pow er 
over the other. NJAC gave 
disproportionate am ount o f  
pow er in the hands o f  the 
Executive to veto a candidate 
without m andating a reason. 
T his explains why Supreme 
C ourt o f  India declared  it 
unconstitutional.

It w as H arold Laski, the 
iconic intellectual w ho ad ­
vocated  for th e  ju d ic ia ry  
to  have  a d e cis ive  say in 
appointments. In T h e  G ram­
m ar o f  Politics', he  studied 
the various systems through­
out the Western world. His 
analysis terms the system o f  
e lec tion  o f  judge's in  USA 
as a method to  be  "without 
ex cep tion  the  w ors t”. R e­
garding appointm ents done 
by the legislature, he opined 
that "an average m em ber o f  
the legislature has no spccial 
qualifications" to  judge the 
suitability o f  the candidate. 
Laski also studied appoint­
ments done by the Executive. 
H e found that this was being 
done in the UK and the Lord 
C hancellor w as appointing 
judges w ho w ere members 
o f  h is ow n party. S im ilar 
w ou ld  happen  in  India  i f  
th e  C o lleg iu m  sy s te m  is  
d ism an tled . L ask i fina lly  
comes to the  conclusion that 
it is the judiciary that is be*st 
suited to  judge* the capabil­
ity  o f  a candidate. They arc 
not like ly  to  be m oved by 
"political prestige" and arc 
best suited to  know the day 
to day activities o f  the bar to 
judge a person.

We m ust w atch this d e ­
ve lo p in g  sto ry  e spec ia lly  
the m anner o f  criticism  and 
o u tbu rst a g ain st the  ju d i­
ciary. It w as not only without 
da ta  a nd  e v idence , but it 
a dvocated  for the adverse 
policies which ou r country 
has already suffered in our 
history. At the e n d o fth e d ay  
this machinery only w orks if  
all stake holders work with 
good faith and trust keeping 
the goal o f  choosing the best 
in m ind. We m ust a lw ays 
remember that those who do 
not lc*am from  histo ry  arc 
condem ned to  repeat it.

(The writer has completed  
h is  M asters  in  L aw  fro m  
Q ueen M ary  U niversity  o f  
t.om ton a n d  ob tained m erit 
ion  dissertation. H e is  cur­
r e n t ly  b a se d  in  London . 
E m a i l  :4 m a n r a j@ g m a il . 
com)

to  hold frequent parties that 
put other residents to  incon- 
vcnicncc.

It m ay be mentioned tliat
MBOSE. CBSE. ICSE stu­
dents and som e others pursu­
ing higher studies and com ­
petitive  exam ination, have 
been  thus heavily  v ic tim ­
ized. Just near m y residence, 
tw o o ther students, who are 
s itting  fo r com petitive  ex ­
am inations. often complain 
tha t they a rc  d istracted by 
the m usic p layed  near the 
temple.

On behalf o f  the residents, 
especially student communi- 
tie s . the  e lderly  and  sick 
people*, I request the officers 
concerned, particularly the 
Pollution Control Board and 
D eputy  C o m m issio n er to 
kindly take immediate action 
a g ain st th is  irresponsib le  
m a n ag e m en t. T h is  m a n ­
agem ent is now  driven by 
m oney-m aking  pu rsu its a t 
the expense o f  the residents 
and student communities.

A s per the Supreme Court 
ruling, sound pollution and 
“parking lots”  in residential 
areas should not be permitted 
since it adversely affects the 
health and  pollutes the “aca­
demic environm ent." No one 
has the legal right to  create* 
noise above 10 decibels in 
residential areas.

Yours ctc., 
Priyanka Shanna 

Via entail

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong  Times

E v er  s incc  th e  U n io n  
Budget 2023-24 w as tabled 
in  the  Parliam ent. M G N ­
REGA w orkers across the 
c o u n try  h a v e  b e en  p r o ­
testing against substantial 
budget cuts for the  second 
y e a r  reducing  th e  earlie r  
e m p lo y m e n t g u a ra n te e , 
the reb y  m aking  the  m ral 
workforce restive. T he re ­
duc tion  in budget a lloca ­
tion would adv erse ly  affect
15.51 c ro re  a c tiv e  ru ra l 
w orkers enrolled under the 
schem e.

D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 0  
C O V ID -19 pandem ic , the 
sc h em e  w as ram p ed  up. 
and  an a llocation o f  R s 1.11 
lakh crore  w ere  m ade. It 
p rovided critical livelihood 
support t:> 11 c rore  w ork­
ers. However, desp ite  rise 
o f  about 4.5 c rore  w orkers 
dem anding w ork  from  this 
schem e the U nion Budget
2023-24 has rcduccd allo ­
cation  from R s89.400 crore 
in  the  R ev ised  E s tim a te  
to  R s6 0 .0 0 0  c ro r c .  T h e  
M G N R E G A  S a n g h a rs h  
M orcha says that th is level 
o f  a lloca tion  can  suppo rt 
o n ly  20 days o f  w ork in  a 
y ear a s  against the 100  days 
guaranteed under M ahatm a 
Ciandhi National Rural E m ­
ploym en t G u aran tee  A ct 
(M G N R E G A ) 2005.

A s per the rules. M G N ­
REGA scheme is a  demand- 
d r iv en  schem e a im ing  a t 
enhanc ing  the  live lihood  
se c u r ity  o f  ru ra l h o u se ­
h o ld s . H un d re d  d a y s  o f  
unskilled w ork every year 
w as  gua~antccd fo r  a n y ­
o ne  w ho w anted it. These 
prov isions have  been  ex ­
ploited b / the governm ent 
by system atically  creating 
a n  env ironm ent in w hich 
dem and for w ork is kept a.*
low  a s  possible. T he w ays 
to  d o  this included, but not 
lim ite d  to. n o n -p ay m e n t 
o f  w ages to  w o rk e rs  for 
m onths, and non-paym ent 
to  the states their dues un ­
d e r this scheme. T he w ages 
w ere  for a  long  tim e even 
kep t be low  the m inim um  
w ages, and the process o f  
ge tting  work kept difficult 
and  cum bersom e.

It is contrary to  the pro ­
v is io n  u n d e r th e  M G N ­
REGA that says, i f  w ork  is 
not provided w ithin 15days 
from when it is dem anded, 
the w orker has to  be  given 
a  daily  unem ploym ent a l­
low ance. A dditionally, the 
w ages o f  unskil led w orkers 
a lso  have to  b e  pa id  w ithin
15 d a y s and in  c ase  o f  a 
d e lay , the C e n tre  h a s  to  
com pensate them .

Against such tactics, in 
the  Sw aia j A bh iyan  case  
ju d g e m e n t in  2 0 1 6 . th e  
Suprem e C ourt had  ru led  
that delay in paym ent and 
non-paym ent o f  m inim um  
w ages was an abrogation o f  
A rticle  23 o f  the C onstitu ­
tion o f  India. wherein N RE- 
G A  w orkers w ere  m ade to 
w o rk , g iven  la te  w ag e s, 
w orkers la v e  no choice  but 
to  w ork due to  the severe 
c o n s tra in ts  o f  e co n o m ic  
circumsUiiKc am ounting 
to  forced labour.

Despite a ll the  problem s 
created  for the w orkforce  
so  a s  to  ro t dem and work, 
m any w orkers had no o p ­
tion  bu t to  dem and  ev en  
u n d e r  such  e x p lo i ta t iv e  
w ork  e n v iro n m en ts . T h e  
rec o rd  s to w s  tha t a b o u t 
8.55 crore households d e ­
m anded M G N REG A  w ork 
in 2020-21 . fo llo w ed  by
8.5 crore  in  2021-22. c o m ­
p a re d  to  a  to ta l o f  6 .1 6  
crore  households asking for 
w ork in the p re-pandem ic 
y e a r  2019-20 . E conom ic  
Survey 2022-23 says that as 
o n  Januaiy 2 4 .2 0 2 3 . about 
6 .49  c ro r; households had 
a lre a d y  Je m an d e d  w ork  
under the scheme.

Nonct'iel<*<K, it is  a <fc>- 
m and -s icc  figure, against
15.51 c ro re  a c tiv e  ru ra l 
w orkers enrolled under the

sc hem e . M oreover, a s  o f  
Januaiy  20. 2023. the  av ­
erag e  days e>f em ploym ent 
pre>vidcd p e r  h o u se h o ld  
is  ju s t  42  d a y s, w h ile  it 
w as 50 d a y s in 2021-22 , 
52  d a y s  in  2 0 2 0 -2 1 , 4X 
d a y s  in  2 0 1 9 -2 0  a n d  51 
d a y s  in  2 0 1 8 -1 9 . m u c h  
le ss  than  guarantecel 100 
days, against a  dem and for 
increasing it to 200  days.

P e o p le s ’ A c t io n  fo r  
E m p lo y m e n t G u a ra n te e  
(PA  E G ) and  the N R  EGA 
Sangharsh M orcha has said 
in  a  jo in t sta tem ent that i f  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t in te n d s  
to  provide legally  gua ran ­
teed  100 days o f  w ork per 
household for a t least those 
that w orked in the schem e 
in the current financial year, 
tha t m in im um  budget for it 
in  the upcom ing financial 
y ear 2023-24 should be  at 
least Rs2.72 lakh crorc.

T he M odi g overnm ent's 
U n io n  B u d g e t 2 0 2 2 -2 3  
had  reduced  M G N R E G A  
budget by 25 pe r cen t to  
R s73 ,000  c rore  w hich w as 
low er than the revised e s ti­
m ate o r R s98,000 crore  for 
the  financial year 2 0 2 1 -22. 
T h e  E conom ic  S urvey  o f
2021 -22 had even adm itted 
tha t the  dem and for w ork 
w as  s ti ll  h ig h e r  than  the 
p re -p a n d e m ic  le v e l. F or 
the  financial year 2023-24, 
the M G N REG A  budget has 
been reduced by abou t 33 
pe r ccn t com pared  to  the 
re v is e d  e s tim a te  for the  
currcn t financial year.

M G N R E G A  w o rk e rs  
have  been pro tes ting  th is 
a ttitude  o f  the  M odi gov ­
e rn m e n t fo r a  long  tim e. 
T h e  y e a r  2022  h ad  a lso  
s e e n  p ro te s ts  a c ro s s  the  
c o u n try . H o w e v e r ,  th e
M odi governm ent ignored
all the protests and  m ade a 
further cut in allocation  in 
the budget o f  this year apart 
from  not paying the states 
the ir share.

T he U nion governm ent 
has recently  told the Rajya 
Subha that the C entre  ow es 
Rs6,157 crore  to  14 suites 
a s  on February 3 .2023 . The 
paym ent is  due  under the 
m ateria l com ponen t head 
o f th c  M G N REG A  schem e 
th a t p a y s  for w ag e s  a nd  
c o n stru c tio n  m a teria l for 
sk il led  labou re rs . O u t o f  
these 8 arc oppositiem ruled 
sta tes, and  W est Bengal is 
the  w orst su ffe rer since  the 
a m o u n t u n pa id  is  nearly  
Rs 2.700 crorc. M oreover, 
a s  per da ta  relcascel by  the 
C en tre , it ow ed Rs 4 ,700  
c rorc  in w ages to 18 S tates 
a s  o f  D ecem ber 14, 2022. 
T h e  M o d i g o v e rn m e n t  
has taken a  s tand  that the 
paym ents a rc  s topped  for 
various reasons, including 
v io la tio n o fn ilc sa n d  w ide­
spread  corrup tion , but then 
w ho will p rotect the interest 
o f  the rural w orkforce?

T he Peop le 's  A ction for 
E m p lo y m e n t G u a ra n te e  
(P A E G ) had  rec en tly  r e ­
vealed that there has alw ays 
been delay  in paym ent by 
the  M odi governm en t. In 
the past five years, about 21 
per ccn t o f  the budget w as 
used  to  c le a r  th e  a rrea rs  
o f  the p rev ious years. A c­
co rd ing  to  the ir estim ates, 
the  arrears in  the cu rren t fi­
nancial y ear is about 25 per 
cen t o f  the budget outlay.

M G N R E G S  a c t iv i s t  
N ikhil D ey  says. " R s l.2 4  
c rorc  w as required ju s t to 
g iv e  a ssu re d  4 0  d a y s  o f  
w ork  to  a ll those active  job  
cardholders th is year. A s o f  
today, there are pending lia­
b ilitie s o f  a lm ost R sl 7 ,000 
crore. T he am ount given  in 
the  budge t m eans in real 
te rm s only about 20 days o f  
guaran tee  for those w ho go 
for w ork  a s o f  today."

N R E G A  S a n g h a r s h  
M orcha  has now  brought 
thi* p ro test to IV lh i, and w 
organ ising  sim ilar protests 
a c ro ss  the  coun try . (IPA 
Service)
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Is there no money for the 
poor in Meghalaya?

uI f  yo u  never budge, don ’( expect a  push. ”
—  M alcolm  F orbes

T ilt*  S h il lo n g *  T i m e s
wi.xv no.im  m iii.i.ong. \v»:i>ni:soay. h i i r h

Pulwama, balakot
AS the nation remembered with a shudder the Pul­
wama terror attack day and paid homage to the 40 
martyred CRPF jawans on Tuesday, it is also time 
to take a look at the way its perpetrators have been 
cornered. The Pakistani terror outfit JcM that claimed 
responsibility for the outrage and the Islamic nation's 
political and military leaderships that worked from 
behind have been tamed in multiple ways. India's re­
taliation wass»vift and staged in less than a fortnight. 
The actual number o f the dead in the IAF airstrikc 
in Balakot closer to the military headquarters of 
Rawalpindi was not released by Pakistan. Yet, the 
message was loud and clear. The Indian military 
virtually called the bluff o f the Pakistani generals, 
the bunch that had been threatening India with dire 
conscqucnccs including use o f nuclear bombs if 
ever an attack from the Indian side happened. The 
Pakistani military ran for cover when IAF jets roared 
their way to .heir targets deep inside and rained 
bombs. Pakistan refused media access to the spot and 
employed usual deceit to say “only some pine trees 
were bombed." A dampener for India in its immedi­
ate aftermath was the loss o f an IAF fighter plane, 
just as Pakistan too lost one in a dircct engagement 
over the skies up the border region.

The nervousness o f the Pakistani political lead­
ership in the hours past the Balakot strike was best 
reflected on the face of then Prime Minister Imran 
Khan himself. Shamed to their bones, the Pakistani 
generals have stopped threatening India. The fre­
quent border firings along the Line o f Control (LoC) 
have mostly been stopped. There have been fewer 
attempts at infiltration by the Pakistani terrorists for 
creating mayhem on this side o f Kashmir. Kashmir 
itself lost its special status and was turned into a 
Union Territory soon after the Modi government 
returned to power in 2019. The positives on the 
Kashmir front here are spectacular; and the unrest 
in the PoK on the other side has surprisingly reached 
a stage wherein public demonstrations seeking its 
merger with India have been repeatedly staged by 
those disenchanted with Islamabad's governance 
deficit. Pakistan is caught in a debt trap vis-a-vis 
China and shows signs o f an economic disaster 
and disintegration. Balakot, past Pulwama, was 
the starling point of Pakistan's climb-down though 
terrorist networks still remain active there; more to 
Pakistan’s own disadvantage. What also should be 
borne in mind is that these outfits had laughed their 
hearts out after the November 2008 terror attacks on 
Mumbai that had killed some 175 innocents. At that 
time, it was India's turn to remain stunned.

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

What is corruption 
and why should

we care?
By Dr Omarlin Kyndiali

East Shillong 
deserves better

Editor,
The jo b  o f  a politician 

is to  serve the [>coplc who 
elected them. When an in­
cumbent politician fails to 
deliver on this fundamental 
responsibility , it can be a 
frustra ting  experience for 
the constituents Today, wc 
will discuss a real-life case 
o f  an incuntbcM politician 
who has failed o  serve her 
constituency well, leaving 
them in the dark and with­
out basic necessities such 
as w ater and electricity. The 
local politician in question 
has been in powvr for several 
years. Despite her promises 
during clcction campaigns 
to improve the lives o f  her 
constituents, she has failed 
to  deliver on many o f  her 
promises. The Laitumkhrah 
streets are dark, with little 
to no street lights to guide 
people at night.

A part from  the lack o f  
street lights, thc iea iealso is­
sues with the water and elec­
tricity supply, lh e  constitu­
ency cxpcricnccs frequent 
power outages, and residents 
have to endure long peri­
ods without electricity. This 
has affcctcd businesses and 
livelihoods in tlic area. Ad­
ditionally. there is a scarcity 
o f  clean water. Despite these 
challenges, the incum bent 
politician seems uninterested 
in addressing these issues. 
Instead , sh e  has focused  
on  b u ild ing  a g rand bust 
o f  her late father, who was 
also a  politician The bust is 
located in the centre o f  the 
street, and it is illuminated 
by brigh t floodlights that 
shine all night. This is a clear

irony: a politician who can­
not provide basic necessities 
for her people, bu t spends 
public funds to illuminate a 
personal tribute.

The situation has fru s­
trated many residents who 
feel neglected by their rep­
resentatives. They have pro­
tested. w ritten le tters, and 
made numerous requests for 
basic amenities such as street 
lights, water, and electricity, 
but nothing seem s to  have 
changed. The lack o f  action 
on the part o f  the politician 
has fuelled a sense o f  disillu­
sionment among the people, 
who have lost faith in the po ­
litical system. In conclusion, 
the story o f  the incumbent 
politician who lights up her 
father’s bust while neglect­
ing her constituents is a sad 
reminder o f  how politicians 
can fail the people they were 
clcctcd to serve.

Basic necessities such as 
streetlights, water, and elec­
tricity should not be luxuries 
but fundam ental rights. It 
is essential that politicians 
focus on delivering these e s­
sentials to  their constituents 
and put their interests above 
p e rso n a l tr ib u te s  o r  p e r­
sonal gain. Only then can tlx; 
people have trust and faith in 
the political system.

The irony o f  the incum­
bent politician’s behaviour 
is even more apparent when 
she has actively campaigned 
for her sister, w ho is run­
n ing for o fftcc in another 
constituency. D uring these 
cam paigns, the incumbcnt 
’leader’ has c ritic ize d  the 
lack o f  basic amenities such 
as w ater and e lectricity  in 
that constituency, prom is­
ing to address those issues 
i f  her sister is clcctcd. It is 
baftling that she can make

The cash transfer schcmcs 
o f  the All India Trinamool 
C ongress (TM C) have gar­
nered criticism from many 
quartets. Sincc the State does 
not Ivn e adequate resources, 
the schcmcs, it is argued, will 
put a great deal o f  strain on 
the State’s exchequer. This in 
turn w ill adversely affect the 
economy by Icav ing too little 
re so u rce s  for investm ent 
on developm ent activities. 
A lso there’s the argum ent 
that sincc the TMC is an op­
ponent o f  the BJP w hich is 
presently ruling at the centre, 
funds will also bccomc dif­
ficult to  access increasing 
the difficulties o f  the State. 
These are critical conccrns 
but are they accuratc?

At the outset, let me admit 
that I support the cash trans­
fer scheme announced by the 
TMC. T he Indian National 
Congress and the NPP (Na­
tional People’s Party) have 
a lso announced or already 
have sim ilar initiatives. So 
in principle they should not 
be against the idea o f  cash 
transfer. There is. though, an 
argument about the amount 
being meager and therefore 
will not prove really benefi­
c ial for the people. I don’t 
agree with that. Hie cost o f  
a  single plate o f  jadoh. doh 
jem  and  tungtap is Rs. 50. 
T h is  m eans that the cash 
tran sfe r o f  Rs. 1 .000 per 
month can cover the cost o f  
one meal for an unemployed 
youth for 20 days in a month. 
Similarly. thcRs. 12,000 per 
annum fora woman will help 
many poor families pay at 
least pay two m onths' house 
rent. So although the amount 
may seem meager it is quite 
significant for the poor in 
M eghalaya. O ne lacuna o f  
the scheme, though, is that 
it does not take inflation into 
consideration. The inflation 
rate in India during 2022 was 
more than 6%  which even if 
it declines will still mean that 
in 2028 (when the term o f  the 
incoming government ends) 
the amount o f  Rs. 1.000 will 
fall in value by a t least 15%. 
On the other hand, the price 
o f  commodities, e.g.. lunch 
;tnd house rent, would have 
risen by at least 15%. So 
the amount o f  cash transfer 
should have been tagged lo 
the inflation rate to ensure 
that the value o f  the benefits 
do not decline  ove r tim e. 
This is one criticism I have 
o f  the schcmcs.

Now coming to the con-

such promises to people in 
another constituency when 
she has failed to  deliver on 
the sam e prom ises in her 
ow n constituency. H er b e ­
haviour recks o f  hypocrisy 
and highlights her lack o f  
concern for the people who 
clcctcd her.

Fortunately, the residents 
o f  East Shillong arc educated 
and well-informed. They are 
well aw are o f  the incum ­
bcnt MLA’s  false promises, 
fickle-mindedness, and lack 
o f  commitment to the people. 
T hey  have  seen  th rough  
her opportunistic behaviour 
and know that she cannot 
be trusted to deliver on her 
promises. The people o f  l-ast 
Shillong arc not the kind to 
fall for em pty rhetoric  o r 
be swayed by political op ­
portunism. They demand a 
representative who is com ­
mitted to  their welfare and 
willing to  work hard to im ­
prove their lives. It is only 
a matter o f  time before the 
people o f  East Shillong de­
mand better representation 
and vote out the incumbcnt 
MLA. paving the way for a 
more committed and respon­
sible representative.

T he incum bcnt M LA ’s 
lack o f  commitm ent to  her 
c o n s titu e n ts  w as fu rther 
highlighted when she failed 
to  attend  a public debate  
hosted by the Seng Samla, 
L aitum khrah. T he debate 
was an opportunity for the 
people to hear from their rep­
resentatives and assess their 
commitment to their welfare. 
H ow ever, th e  incum bent 
MLA did not bother to a t­
tend the program, citing tltc 
reason that she had already 
answered the questions. This 
excuse w as untrue, and  it 
o n ly  se rv e d  to  h ig h lig h t

ccm s raised by those against 
the schemes, the last argu­
ment. i.e., the importance o f  
same party ru ing  in the State 
and the C cntr: for receiving 
funds is a popular be lief but 
not a correct a te . In the open 
platform discission that took 
p lace  in S y io d  C o lleg e . 
KAM Meghalaya candidate 
from North Shillong. Kyrsoi- 
bor Pyrtuh gave reference to 
A rticic 275(1) o f  the C on­
stitution o f  India mandates 
that every year grants-in-aid 
will be provided from the 
Consolidated l;und o f  India 
to tribal states like Megha­
laya. Unless lhe Parliament 
b r in g s  an am endm ent to 
rem ove this Constitutional 
p rov ision , w hoever ru les  
in  the Centre will have to 
release the funds meant for 
Meghalaya for undertaking 
developm ent a c tiv itie s  in 
the State. So Meghalaya will 
continue to  receive money 
from the Centre even  i f  a 
regional party like the UDP 
(United Democratic Party) 
forms lhe Government.

The other argument about 
M eghalaya  be ing  a poo r 
state is not really bom c out 
by facts. Recently The Mc- 
ghalayan broight out the list 
o f  lop 10 richest candidates 
c on testing  (tic 2023 e lec ­
tions. Mctbah Lyngdoh from 
UDP is the richest candidate 
with m ore  tlan  100 crorc 
o f  m oveable and  im m ove­
able  assets. .\L  Hck from 
the B JP (Bharatiya Janata 
Party) was nu nber ten in the 
rankings w ith assets o f  more 
than 16 crore According to 
the Indian law a candidate 
contesting  fcr elec tions is 
required to disclose details 
o f  assets and liabilities for 
themselves, spouse and three 
dependents in Form 26 while 
filing nom im tion  paper. I 
suspect politicians have a l­
ways tried to circumvent this 
rule by distributing assets to 
ex tended  family members 
o r have it registered under 
a name other ihan their own 
(b cn a m i) . A lso there  arc 
candidates vv 10 themselves 
may have fcwasscts but their 
family members who arc not 
dependents have more assets 
than they can account fo r..

A ssum ing  tha t a ll  the 
th ree  rou tes  (and  m aybe 
many more) arc utilized for 
hiding the true value o f  the 
assets it is saf; to  double the 
value o f  the declared assets

her lack o f  conccrn for the 
people she was clcc tcd  to 
serve. The fact that she could 
not spare a few hours to a t­
tend a public debate shows 
how little  she cares about 
the issues affecting her con­
stituents. H a  abscncc from 
the program only served to 
fu rther ccmcnt her image 
as  a politician who is least 
bothered to serve the people 
o f  her constituency.

T h e  incum bcnt p o lit i­
cian 's lack o f commitm ent 
to  her principles is further 
evidenced by her political 
flip-flopping. Prior to joining 
the NPP. she wtw a member 
o f  the Cong-css party and 
w as a vocal critic o f  the cur­
rcnt NPP-lcd MDA govern­
ment. She actively criticized 
their policies, pointing out 
their failures and promising 
to do better. However, she 
sw itched  sides and  jo ined  
the very party she had criti- 
cizcd. This kind o f  political 
opportunism and fickleness 
only serves to further erode 
the people's trust in politi­
c ians. A proper politician 
should have a set o f  guiding 
p rincip les  and s tay  com ­
mitted to them, even when 
faced with challenges. It is 
unacceptable to switch sides 
based on personal gain or 
opportunism, and the people 
tte c rv c  better.

Yours etc., 
Lyzander Edgar.

Via email

W hat’s 5-star 
Meghalaya

Editor.
A s I g lan ced  th ro u g h  

the front page head lines 
o f  'Hie Shillong Times the 
other day I came upon the 
scath ing  criticism  against

to get a more correct picture 
o f  the wealth politicians (or 
wannabe politicians) hold. 
The total value o f  the d e ­

clared assets o f  only the top
10 candidates is more than 
691 crorc which if  doubled 
com es to 1,3X2 crorc. Not 
doubling the assets o f  only 
the 10  richest candidates can 
still pay for more titan 30% 
o f  the funds requirement for 
the cash transfer schcm cs 
w hich a c c o rd in g  to  NPP 
w ill am ount to  Rs. 2 ,000 
crore. Doubling it takes the 
f igure  to  a lm o s t 70% . It 
is im portant to  rem em ber 
that the list brought out by 
The Mcghalayan is only o f  
the top 10 while more than 
350 candidates are going to 
contcst the 2023 elections. 
So while the GDP numbers 
for Meghalaya arc not great, 
the State is not poor. The 
question then becomes about 
how do wc choose the right 
people  to  en su re  tha t the 
wealth o f  the State is spent 
on the poor? Here, ironically 
enough, the State's G DP can 
be o f  some help.

At the moment, every po­
litical party is talking about 
corruption being a  big prob­
lem plaguing the State. Many 
o f  these are seasoned politi­
cians while some are fresh 
faces. Projecting themselves 
as saviors these parties and 
individuals have promised 
to end  corruption i f  voted 
to power. But how do wc as 
voters dccidc w ho is telling 
the truth and who is playing 
to the gallery? After all. what 
many people may not realize 
is that just becoming an MLA 
has many economic benefits 
for the winner whether they 
indulge in corruption o r not. 
The sa lary  o f  an M LA  in 
M eghalaya is Rs. 3.5 lakh 
per month which com es to 
Rs. 2.1 crorc in 5 years, i.e., 
o ik  temt. Even ifa  candidate 
is not a crorcpati they will 
defin itely  becom e one by 
the time they relinquish their 
scat. And o f  course there are 
different allow ances and  a 
pension as well.

How do we ensure that in 
a state with more than 30% 
o f  the population suflcring 
from poverty, a corrupt and 
incom petent person is not 
selected ju st because they 
claim  to be  against corrup­
tion? A solution to this, as 
suggested in the open plat­
form in Synod College by

the Congress Party from the 
fam ous young  g reenhorn  
and sharp-witted politician. 
Bajop Pyngropc. He callcd 
the clcction utterances o f  the 
C ongressm en a daydream  
that i f  g iven  a chance  to 
rule Meghalaya in 2023 the 
Party would turn our state 
into a  5- Star state. I wonder 
w hat a 5- Star state means? 
The Congress has ruled the 
state for over 30 years yet it 
rcduccd Meghalaya into one 
o f  the most corrupt states 
in  the  N orth E ast that a l­
m ost e q ualled  N agaland. 
However, in the last 5 years 
the NPP- led G overnm ent 
surpassed it and rcduccd our 
State into the most corrupt 
State in the North Last with 
open daylight robbery and 
plunder still continuing even 
now. So w hat is the green­
horn politician o f  NPP talk­
ing about? Isn 't this a ease 
o f  the pot calling the kettle 
black here o r w hat is it?

Then I also glanced at a 
L etter to the E ditor o f  the 
sam e  paper in w hich one 
V. K Lyngdoh emphatically 
stated that NPP will win 33 
scats with case in the ensuing 
elections and will form the 
next government in the state. 
This person might have had 
his calculation right o r he 
might have been a habitual 
guesscr or bom  out o f  be­
ing a staunch supporter o f  
or campaigner for NPP. He 
is well within his rights to 
make wild guesses. Anyway 
the NPP which has within its 
fold the proud and haughty, 
the high and mighty and the 
rich and  pow erful people 
w ill definitely  be  fighting 
hard to  get to  number one, 
nay. being the number one 
in double digit figures.

For such people, fortune

Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh is the right 
to recall the MLA whose per­
formance has been found to 
be unsatisfactory. This would 
ensure that ou r representa­
tives will be  on their toes 
all the time. However, since 
this facility is not available 
right now, again taking from 
K yrsoibor Pyrtuh. I propose 
a solution which to my mind 
can help separate the fake 
from the genuine.

I propose that those con­
te sting  the e lec tion  agree  
to take a salary o f  only Rs.
12.000 per m onth (double 
o f  the pe r c ap ita  incom e 
o f  Meghalaya o f  Rs. 6.X48 
per month) and  the incre­
ment w ill be dependent on 
S ta te ’s G D P g row th  rate. 
T his w ill ensure tha t only 
those desirous o f  se rv ing  
the people  w ill m ake the 
cut. After all, people should 
be entering politics to work 
for the common people not 
to draw a salary paid from 
the public taxes. Also this 
m a k es them  acc o u n tab le  
sincc the im provem ent in 
the ir rem uneration will be 
based on their performance 
fo r  the S ta te . O the rw ise , 
c o rru p t and  in co m p eten t 
people will be sitting in the 
A ssem bly draw ing money 
while the rest o f  us struggle 
to make the bare minimum. 
W hat’s more, the 120 crore 
rupees saved from this can be 
used to create jobs (at least 
660jobs with a monthly sa l­
ary o f  Rs. 30,000). Will any 
individual candidate o r party 
m ake su c h  an  an n o u n ce ­
ment? 1 am doubtful but the 
silence itself will give an idea 
to the public how genuine are 
those claiming to be against 
corruption in the State.

To conclude , the re  a rc  
many people in Meghalaya 
who have enough wealth to 
end poverty in the State but 
are reluctant to do so bccausc 
there is no money to spend 
on the poor. There arc also 
those who shout tha t they 
arc against corrup tion  but 
have joined polities only to 
bccom c rich. W hat should 
w c do in  this situation? This 
is for all o f  us to dccidc come 
February 27.2023. W hoever 
wc clect. w e will have to live 
with them at Ic3st for the next 
five years.

(The views expressed in 
lhe article are those o f  the 
author am ! do no t reflect in 
any  tray his affiliation to  any 
organization or institution)

may not always be  on their 
side. On the other hand the 
poor and the lowly may have 
the last laugh.

Yours etc., 
Philip Marwcin.

Senior Journalist.
Shillong-2.

NPP’s double 
standards

Editor.
The NPP national vice 

p res id en t, P rc sto n c  T yn- 
g song ’s recen t sta tem en t 
c la im ing  tha t the M ukul 
Sangma led TMC will merge 
with BJP after the declara­
tion o f  clcction results can 
be widely interpreted as a " 
ploy” by the NPP to engineer 
defection ofT M C legislators 
to the saffron party, an ally 
o f  the NPP. It is also a bid 
to forge a  post-poll alliancc 
with BJP and retain power. 
As might be cxpcctcd. the 
"power-hungry” party will 
leave no stone unturned to 
engineer ’splits' or 'mergers' 
by taking advantage o f  the 
loophole o f  the 52nd Consti­
tution Amendment. Megha­
laya needs a break from the 
feckless NPP and its allies. 
The state is no more on top o f  
either politics or governance, 
while corruption has eaten 
into the political class. M e­
ghalaya cries for release.

Yours etc..
Marshanlang Ryinbai.

Via email

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Sincc the State o f  M e­
gha laya  w ill be go ing  to 
the  po lls  on  the  Feb  27 
to elec t representatives lo 
the M eghalaya Legislative 
A ssem bly fo r a five-year 
term . let us rem em ber that 
e lec tions serve tw o m ain 
functions in representative 
dem ocrac ie s: they  a llow  
voters to  sclcct the politi­
c ian s tha t best rep resen t 
th e ir  p referen c es and  to 
p u n ish  in c u m b en ts  tha t 
misbehave and  arc corrupt. 
Because corruption is ’ the 
m isuse o f  entrusted public 
pow er o r unction for pri­
vate benefit.’

B c n ig a o  A q u in o  III 
P re sid e n t o f  the  P h i lip ­
pines once said. "W hen no 
one  is  conupt. no  one will 
be poor". This is no mere 
slogan -  il is the defining 
p rin cip le  th a t w ill serve  
a s the  foundation o f  ou r 
sulminisln* ion

C o rru p tio n  h a s  be en  
identified as "the  topic most 
frequcntlydiscusscd by the 
public"  ahead o f  poverty 
and unem ploym ent. C o r­
ruption has long blighted 
hum an affairs. Its  defin i­
tions range from m oral rc- 
ligious to  economic, politi­
cal. and legal. Its effects arc 
w ide-ranging: c o rrup tion  
has been found to  distort 
human judgm ent, w arp the 
organizational cultu res o f  
business  and governm ent 
in s t itu tio n s , u n d e rm in e  
e co n o m ic  a nd  p o li t ic a l  
development, increase pov­
erty . com prom ise  hum an 
rights, c onodc  the integrity 
ol economic and political 
sy s te m s , c a u sc  e x tre m e  
inequalities, destroy public 
confidence in government 
anti markets.

M ost people arc familiar 
with the term “corruption" 
and have h general idea o f  
w hat it means. People often 
a s so c ia te  th e  te rm  w ith  
greed, dishonesty, secrecy, 
and  c rim e, a ll  o f  w hich  
a rc  ex am p le s  o f  u n e th i­
cal behaviour. T hey  a lso  
rightly  asMKiatc the term  
w ith  concre te  a c ts , such  
a s b ribery by businessm en 
and  g rand  theft o f  public 
funds by politicians. Few 
people, however, advance 
beyond tin t point in their 
understanding  o f  co rrup ­
tion. since corruption can 
go  beyond bribery  to  in ­
clude nepotism, neglect o f  
duty, and  favouritism . C or­
ruption, therefore, ranges 
in iLs manifestations from 
bribery anJ fraud to  socio­
p o litica l tran sfo rm ations 
o f  the greatest m agnitude. 
Interestingly, U nited N a­
tions Convention  against 
Corruption (UN C AC ) does 
no t define  c o rru p tio n  as 
such. Il raihcr defines spc- 
c if ic  a c ts  o f  c o rru p tio n  
and  urge* S ta te s  p a rtie s  
to  crim inalize  these  ac ts  
in their jurisdictions. This 
decision i> in part the ou t­
com e o f  the difficu lty  o f  
defining corruption. It also 
derives from the fact that 
co rrup tio r ranges from a 
single instance o f  bribery 
o f  a low -ranking official to 
the transform ation o f  a  d e ­
m ocracy into a  klcptocracy
i.e. governm ent by corrupt 
leaders who exploit people 
and  natura l reso u rce s in 
o rder lo extend the ir per­
sonal wealth and political 
power.

T he e  fleets o f  corruption 
a rc  w ide -rang ing . Som e 
o f  these  e ffec ts a rc  e c o ­
nom ic  loss, p o v e rty  and  
inequality , personal loss, 
pub lic  and p rivate  sccto r 
dysfunctionality . fa ilu res 
in in f ra s tru c tu re , rigged  
e co n o m ic  a nd  p o lit ic a l 
system s, human rights vio­
lations. p ib lic  frustration, 
and cynicism.

P e o p le  lo s e  tr u s t  in  
leaders, ir  social system s 
(pu b lic  in stitu tions), and 
sometim es even in society 
and e thics itse lf  w hen they 
se n se  tha t c o rru p tio n  is 
widespread and corrupt ac­
tors a re  net being held ac­
countable. C orruption as a 
hum an act. done by a  mor­
ally responsible individual 
carrics wiih it moral guilt 
bccausc it goes contrary to 
established moral standards 
accep ted  generally  o r  by 
a pa rticu la r soc ie ty . T he 
question o f  corrup tion  then 
assum es a status o f  philo­
sophical im portance, first 
bccausc  it p roceeds from 
the m etaphysical naturc o f  
man as .1 bving imbued with 
rationality and  freedom . In

o th e r  w ords , it p roceeds 
from m an as  a moral agent. 
C orruption, bccausc o f  its 
soc ia l c ffcc ts. hits a t the 
very foundation o f  the hu­
man being seen a s a  'hom o 
socialis* -  a social being. 
It threatens the very life o f  
man in society.

Sincc corruption w orks 
against die com m on good, 
any  ac t o f  corrup tion  is a 
w ar a g a in s t so c ic ty  a nd  
consequently  a w ar against 
man and  the m etaphysical 
fabric o f  h is existence.

Given the magnitude and 
pernicious naturc o f  conrup- 
tion affec ting  every aspect 
o f  society and economy, the 
Indian N ational C ongress 
has been m akingconccrtcd 
e ffo rts  to  rcducc  c o rru p ­
tio n . A se r io u s  a tte m p t 
a t this w as m ade in  I ‘>63 
w hen the  thcn-Javvaharlal 
N ehru governm ent se t up 
th<* SaniHimam C  om m ittw  
A notable outcom e o f  this 
Com m ittee w as the setting 
up o f  the Central V igilance 
C o m m iss io n  as an  apex  
an ti-c o rru p tio n  body. In 
add ition , the  governm ent 
established the C om ptro l­
ler and A uditor G eneral o f  
India in 1971 to audit key 
institutions' public finances 
and  prevent incidences o f  
corrupt practices.

T h is  a p a r t, o f fice s  o f  
L okayukta  o r  c iv il c o m ­
m issioners w ere se t up at 
th e  s ta te  le v el to  ta ck le  
co nup t practices. T he first 
o fficc  o f  L okayuk ta  w as 
set up in 1966. Follow ing 
th is , a num ber o f  Indian 
states have se t up their ow n 
Lokayuktas.

In response to the 2011 
anti-corruption stir by Anna 
l la z a r c  w h o  d e m a n d e d  
to  have a  L okpal o r O m ­
budsm an. the C ongress-led 
U n ited  P rog ress ive  A lli­
an ce  gove rn m e n t passed  
the Lokpal B ill in 2013.

Yet. w hat has done more 
to  the anti-corruption c ru ­
sade  is  the  enac tm en t o f  
the landm ark Right to  In­
fo rm ation  (R T I) le g is la ­
tion on 15th June  2005 by 
D r. M a n m o h an  S in g h 's  
governm ent. The right to 
acccss to  infonnation is an 
essential hum an right, nec­
essary for the enjoym ent o f  
o the r hum an rights. From 
then onw ards. C itizens o f  
the country have been e f­
fectively using the A ct to  
tackle corruption and  also 
to  m ake a  transparent and 
accountable  governm ent.

In an interview with m e­
d ia  persons after filing his 
nom ina tion  fo rm er M LA 
an d  C o n g re ss  c an d id a te  
from  M yliicm . R onnie V 
Lyngdoh term ed the MDA 
a s  a  governm ent o f  scam s 
and  irregularities. “C orrup­
tion is everyw here, be it in 
coal. Saubhagya. rice scam  
o r  Covid scam . Talk about 
an y  scam  a nd  th e  M DA 
has a hand in it.”  Lyngdoh 
said.

Hence our foremost duty 
th is  y e ar’s c lcc tio n  is  to 
vote  responsib ly  bccausc  
w c a s voters play a  central 
role in  shaping the govern­
ment and its very functions. 
F o r  co rru p tio n -fre e  g o v ­
e rn m e n t a nd  tran sp aren t 
g o v e rn a n c e , the  c o rru p t 
incum bents should be re ­
jected . M eghalaya requires 
com prehens ive  s tructura l 
refo rm s involv ing  p o lit i­
cal and  radical reform  o f  
ju stice  apart from making 
in s t itu tio n a l in n o v a tio n s 
lik e  L o k p a l a n d  RTI lo  
attack corruption from  its 
roots. Wc l'cel that w c have 
tltc right and  obligation to 
do  so bccausc the c itizens 
wish for a  corrupt ion-free 
state.

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t tha t 
c o m e s  to  p o w e r  a f te r  
March 2 .2023 . needs to put 
on  priority to set up solid 
g o v e rn a n c e  fra m e w o rk s  
to  p reven t c o rrup tion  by 
enac ting  law s tha t w ould 
be  a m other o f  the Right 
to  Inform ation (RTI) Act. 
T he law s w ill successfully  
prevent corrupt behaviour 
a t all levels o f  governm ent. 
Sa feg u a rd s a nd  in teg rity  
f ra m e w o rk s  h a v e  to  be  
put in placc. Risk areas o f  
corrup tion  such as public 
p ro cu rem en t h av e  to  be 
esp ec ia lly  sc ru tin ised , in 
particular large-scale infra­
structure projects o r  major 
sports o r cultural events.

(The writer teaches in  
S t  E dm und's C ollege a n d  
can be  1 *•<« oimii Ayn- 
diah@ gm ail. com)
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Reflections on a State 
Election: Meghalaya 2023

“Making someone lauglt is the simplest, 
most basic positive human connection. ” 

— Nell Scoveil
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Now onus on central forces
IT says a lot about the integrity or laek o f  it o f  the 
State Police when the Meghalaya High Court now 
has to rely or. a wing o f  the central armed police 
forces (CAPF). Considering that CRPF lias within 
its set-up the Rapid Action Force (RAF) and Com­
mando Battalion for Resolute Action (COBRA), it 
might be better placed to intercept the coal trucks 
that have been plying without caring a hoot for 
the law. This, in fact, is the dangerous part about 
Meghalaya. The rule o f  law just docs not apply in 
this state. People actually get away with murder. 
Conviction rates arc abysmally low and an FIR 
filed on any issue is unlikely to yield any result. 
Ultimately the person filing the FIR is harassed 
because he/she has to appear in a court o f law to 
ensure that the case is closed becausc police can­
not piecc together any evidence. For 8 long years 
since 2014. coal lias been mined despite a ruling 
by the National Grccn Tribunal (NOT) banning rat 
hole mining (a) bccausc o f the risks involved for 
the miners who have descend some 200 feet verti­
cally into a hole and then branch out horizontally 
to dig the coal scams that are then carted to the 
top o f  the mine. Several mincre have been buried 
alive due to sudden flooding o f mines when they 
accidentally burrow into an abandoned mine that 
is flooded during the rainy season.

That a mining accident happened as late as 
December 2018 where 15 people died inside due 
to sudden flooding is information enough that coal 
mining had never really stopped but was actively 
happening under the watch o f  the State. The law 
and order machinery that should have been used 
to stop illegal transportation o f  coal was instead 
used to facilitate the business in collusion with 
the truck owning mafia. It is a known fact that 
cach coal laden truck had to pay Rs 90,000 to a 
set o f collcclors under the behest o f  the Home 
Department. Each transport challan is being used 
at least ten times. So the Department o f  Mines and 
Minerals, the Transport Department, Taxation 
Department and the Home Department work in 
smooth convergence in this fraudulent set-up.

It is also surprising that no one questions the 
makeshift police check posts at Mookyndur and 
Mukhla where every truck halts and hands over 
money to the police without ever asking for a re­
ceipt. How can such violations o f the rule o f law be 
allowed without any consequences? The BJP and 
TMC have both vowed to root out corruption in 
Meghalaya. I: remains to be seen if these national 
Parties will make good their promises should they 
hold the reins o f  governance in Meghalaya. Law­
lessness should end. And the High Court has the 
onus o f  ensuring that criminality is arrested.

By Nilova Roy Chattdhury

Some lessons from 
the Turkey-Syria 

earthquake
By Torist Mark

Ridiculous 
statements from 
political pygmies

Editor.
The comment made re­

cently by the UDP candidate. 
PT Sawkmic that it 's  time 
for a Khasi CM clearly dem­
onstrates that Ms reptilian 
brain is well developed but 
definitely not hi‘ neo-cortex. 
W ith such a ‘brain ' tha t's 
clearly not fully Jeveloped. I 
am astonished hmv the UDP 
even felt that he <vould be the 
ideal candidate. It's shocking 
that after 51 years o f  state­
hood w c haven’t yet grown 
into M cgha lay ins. Clearly 
w hen wc have people like 
him , I am not surprised that 
Meghalaya is languishing at 
the bottom o f  tie  develop­
mental table.

I appeal to the electorate 
to  choose  wisely and d is­
regard the mental garbage 
that com es dressed up as 
mcssiahs. Such people arc 
Lilliputians and best should 
be shown the door. Megha­
laya needs servant leadership 
ever more

Yours etc., 
Tyrone D* Brass, 

Tura

Using statistics 
to predict 

election results
Editor,
In response o  the letter 

to the editor o f  Philip Mar- 
wein, senior journalist under 
the heading. "W hat’s 5-star 
M eghalaya .”( S r  Fcbruary 
15.2023) I would like to ask 
Mr Marwcin i f  ihcrc's there 
any th ing  w rong in  be ing  
a staunch supp jrtc r o f  the 
National People's Party. For 
his information I never make 
wild guesses but profession­
ally do my jo b  as a  statisti­

cian and work out my math 
and  draw  m y c o nclu sion  
from the data o f  the ECI in 
respect o f  M eghalaya w hich 
is in the public domain. All 
you need to do is to visit the 
ECI w ebsite, cull the proper 
data and analyse it and then 
draw your own conclusion. 
T hat has been my pro fes­
sion as a statistician in the 
G overnment o f  India for the 
last forty-three years.

T here a re  four data sets 
that I studied and analyzed 
and then used to  draw my 
conclusion that the NPP will 
get 33 sca ts  on M arch 4. 
2023, the date before which 
the election shall be complet­
ed. However, 1 will not share 
all the sets since it is my trade 
secret but provide you only 
one and that is the strike rate 
o f  the parties in 201 S. The 
follow ing is the strike rate 
o f  the pa rties  in the e lec ­
tion to the 10th Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly -  NPP 
37. INC 35, UDP 17. PDF 
15. H SP D P 15, K H NA M  
12. Independent 5 and BJP 
5. Now you can draw your 
conclusion from this set o f  
data a s  to w hat will be the 
result on March 2. 2023 the 
vote counting day. I still stick 
to 33 for the NPP. the party 
from am ongst 8 N ational 
Parties, more than 50 States 
parties officially recognized 
and 2 7 %  unofficial parties 
as o f  January 2022.

Yours etc..
V K Lyngdoh.

Via email

NPP targeting 
the wrong 

person
Editor.
The NPP is too scared to 

debate on public platform s 
thus far and with only two 
weeks to  go before the poll­
ing date. But the N PP has 
made statements upon state-

Thcre is som ething very 
civilised in the way Megha­
laya is gearing up for its state 
e lec tions. For an observer 
used to the noise and mud- 
slinging that has come to be 
synonymous with electoral 
politics in the rest o f  India, 
particularly the Hindi heart­
land. the gentle decency o f  
candidates adhering to  issues 
at hand and raising and debat­
ing issues o f  importance to 
the people was a very pleas­
ant revelation.

In fact, it took someone 
com ing in from  outside to  
start the 'nam e calling,' with 
the Congress Patty’s Jairam 
Kamcsh referring to Mukul 
Sangma. the former Congress 
party  leader w ho defected 
to the Trinamool Congress 
(T M C ) last y e ar, a s  'J u ­
d a s '.  T he  analo g y  w ould 
find resonance in the Chris­
tian m ajority  state, but. as 
Patricia M ukhim . Editor o f  
the Shillong Times, told this 
reporter, it w as an unfair por­
trayal bccausc the Congress 
party  needed to introspect 
on just why Mukul Sangma. 
who was Leader o f  the O p­
position in the state assem ­
bly. felt compelled to leave 
the patty. And correct those 
issues i f  it wants to remain 
relevant.

A fter all. though it could 
not fo rm  the governm ent, 
the Congress w as the single 
largest party in the previous 
(2018) e lec tions, with 21 
M LA s, a ll o f  w hom  have 
now left the party, with most 
o f  its legislators moving al­
most overnight to the TMC. 
Apparently, the 'h igh  com ­
m and’s ’ decision  to  bring 
in Vincent Pala. a 3 -  term 
M ember o f  Parliament from 
Shillong, to  head the state 
unit, caused the local legisla­
tor* to move out. Pala, from a 
wealthy coal-mining family, 
has been valiantly carrying 
the  pa rty  f lag  and . w hile 
admitting the party has faccd 
‘'setbacks." is campaigning 
hard along with a bunch o f  
young, educated, new people 
whose vision appears more in 
sync with the requirements 
o f  the hill s ta te ’s younger 
population.

Some o f  this vision and 
d em ocratic  best p rac tices 
w ere on view when, in what 
can be best described a s  a 
tow n hall meet, leaders o f  
e igh t po litica l pa rties and 
com binations converged at

mcnts that contradict one an­
other. The Shillong lim es re­
port (ST 13-2-2023) with the 
caption, "Mukul's inaction to 
NOT ban on coal. " saw the 
N PP candidate Wailadmiki 
Shylla blam ing Dr M ukul 
Sangma for his inaction on 
the NOT directive, that had 
led to the Tribunal banning 
coal mining.

Politics and  current his­
tory arc  inseparable. A s a 
m a tte r o f  fac t. Mr Shylla 
should be grateful to D r Mu­
kul Sangma for the following 
reasons:- I) The far-sighted 
CM declared in 2019 that 32 
lakh tons o f  coal was already 
mined in the 3 districts since 
2 014 .The m ain tenance  o f  
records 5 year old is appre­
ciable indeed. And it is a mat­
ter o f  conjecture how that 32 
lakh ton is being transported 
for nearly ten years with no 
sign o f  depletion till date. O f 
course, in the meantime m in­
ing tragedies take place, the 
latest one being a t Shallang 
in West Khasi Hills.

Heavily laden coal trucks 
com m only callcd the ‘‘high 
level" trucks bccausc they 
belong to  the wealthy and 
pay Rs 90,000 per truck lo 
be able to pass through po­
lice cordon. The bridge had 
snapped on tw o occasions 
and  som e o f  these  trucks 
have overturned at 3rd mile 
U pper Shillong and spilled 
coal. It can be said without a 
doubt that coal in Meghalaya 
in the last 5 years dies by the 
milligram and grows by the 
metric tonne. One deep regret 
is M other Earth is denied its 
share at M ookyndur and two 
sites in West Khasi and Caro 
H ills Districts. O ne hospital 
a nd  o n e  m ed ica l c o llcg c  
could have been built with 
the revenue generated from 
coal. A las! Illegal mining 
and  transporta tion  o f  coal 
means that money goes into 
the pockctsof policemen and 
politicians.

Let us analyse surgically

the local Synod Collcgc (on 
February 9) and outlined the 
m ain com ponents o f  their 
political agendas for these 
polls, due on February 27. It 
w as a bit ironic that the rul­
ing National People’s  Party 
(N PP) w ent jnrcprcscn tcd  
a t this fust effort to provide 
a platform fo* all parties to 
lay ou t the ir  agendas and 
take question* from students 
and people who are voters, 
but all other parties, includ­

ing the Congress. TMC and 
BJP. KAM M :ghalaya, VPP 
(Voice o f  People 's Party), 
PDF. IISPDP. ind UDP. were 
represented.

At th e  in te ra c tio n  o r ­
ganised by the Synod Col­
lege’s Department o f  Politi­
cal Science, called “Political 
Parties’ Agcixla - A Public 
Interface." the eight leaders 
and  pa rty  sp o k e sp e rso n s  
highlighted their priorities.

Manuel Badwar, the Con­

g ress  candidate from East 
Shillong, said his party w as 
focused on tl:e need to im ­
prove the stale 's education 
system and proposed to set 
up community colleges for 
students who couldn't afford 
normal colleges and also to 
establish a state university. 
Quoting a NITI Aayog report. 
Badwar said, the more edu­
cated the person is the more 
unem ployab le  he /she  b e ­
comes. ‘‘We will address the

what would have happened 
had Dr Mukul Sangma lis­
tened to the NOT. 1 )Mc- 
ghalaya is zo re  V according 
to  se ism ic  survey. T he rat 
holes tliat resonate to seismic 
disturbances were too few in 
numbers in 2014. would not 
devastate the mined hillocks 
should the  big one strike. 
W ith the latest earthquake 
that hit Turkey and Iran wc 
don 't really know where wc 
stand. 2)Thc Coal Ministry 
rea d in g  the  he ad lin e s on 
illegal coal transporta tion 
daily still had to defend that 
there is no mining and trans­
portation o f  coal right now 
in M eghalaya Finally Chief 
Minister Conrad Sangma w as 
summ oned to Delhi and told 
that scientific mining o f  coal 
is allowed. I wo coal barons 
jum ped to  the offer but aban­
doned it after they found that 
the cost o f  scientific mining 
far exceeds the profit to be 
made w ith ha>ing to pay en­
gineers and accommodating 
their families. Add to that the 
cost o f  machines, operators 
and maintenance. The trained 
m ine rs  would have to  be 
w ell pa id  and labour laws 
w ould be in pbcc. T his apart 
there could be a demographic 
change in the coal rich areas. 
Besides, scientific mining is 
affordable only by the rich.

This issue becomes more 
serious w hen view ed from 
the global perspective. Sci­
e n tis ts  in their a ttem pt to 
c lam p the mercury rise by 
1.5 degree eeltius by 2030 as 
agreed at COP26 at Glasgow, 
had fervently begged all coal 
producing countries todrasti- 
cally reduce dependence on 
coal w ith in  a tim e frame. 
G rccn energy like solar and 
w ind arc encouraged. Bill 
G ates donated 5 billion US S 
to COP 26 for new Grccn Ce­
ment plants. The old cement 
plants right now arc among 
the 9  world energy intensive 
in d u strie s  d ie  coal being 
tired to gcncntc power and

unemployment problem right 
from the grassroots. And we 
can do this by plugging in 
to  the  online  sa les portals 
like Amazon, who bring in 
several tm cks o f  goods from 
outside the state but go back 
carry ing  noth ing . M egha­
laya  can c rcatc  a m arket­
ing hub and delivery centre 
where online merchants like 
A mazon can source products 
from M eghalaya, c reating  
employment avenues and job

opportunities for the youth,” 
Badwar said.

Meghalaya, with a popu­
lation o f  38 lakh people (3.8 
m illion) generates internal 
revenue o f  Rs 2.900 crorc 
w h ile  S ik k im , w ith  o n ly  
eight lakh people, generates 
internal revenue o f  Rs 4,600 
crorc.

Leaders o f  all the parties 
present spoke o f  the need to 
revamp the health and edu­
cation sector and addressed

unem ploym ent issues. The 
U n ited  D em ocratic  P arty  
(U D P ) rep rese n ta tiv e  Al- 
lantry F Dkhar added that 
th e  U D P*led governm en t 
had also tried to resolve the 
in te r-s ta te  b o rder d ispu te  
with Assam.

BJP state spokesperson, 
G F Shullai said that his party 
had not released their mani­
festo, as they arc trying to 
incorporate sonic new issues 
in the manifesto. "The only

used in the kilns. The grccn 
premium cement would cost 
70% more. In Meghalaya a 
bag o f  cement costs Rs 400. 
T h e  g rccn  cem en t w ould 
cost Rs 680 -  a raise o f  Rs 
280 which is not a huge d if­
ference.

After a ll the above, the 
NPP along  w ith  the 'H igh  
Level* transport opera tors 
should instead thank Dr M u­
kul Sangma for having en­
joyed  the 5 years o f  mining 
and  transporta tion  o f  coal 
right under the nose o f  the 
NGT and enforcement agen­
cies. And coal money is what 
is used to distribute freebies 
for the last one  y e ar until 
the Model Code o f  Conduct 
(M CC) kicked in.

Yours etc..
W. Passah.
Nongkrem

Operation 
Dost: Kudos 

In d ia!
Editor,
U nder O peration  Dost. 

India's humanitarian aid to 
quake hit Turkey and Syria 
is a testament to the country's 
commitment to helping those 
in need. The operation was 
christened as  ‘D ost’ which 
m eans ‘Friend’ in Hindi as 
w ell a s T urk ish  literatu re  
.The earthquake is a tragedy 
o f  the greatest proportions, it 
is still heartening to sec the 
w hole w orld slow ly com e 
together and help the people 
o f  the tw o afVectcd nations 
get back on their feet. Equally 
heartening is to  know that 
India is now a major part o f 
the rescue  operations. The 
ethos o f  I ndia ‘s humanitarian 
assistance can be traced to its 
cultural and spiritual values. 
It is a testament to how far wc 
have conic as a nation that wc 
are now taking the lead glob­
ally o f  offering help to other
nations after great moments

agenda o f  the party is to serve 
the people o f  the sta le ,"  he 
said, evoking some skep ti­
cism from the audience. Shul­
lai. whose party is supporting 
the Conrad Sangma-lcd NPP 
in Meghalaya, spoke o f  how 
people have benefited from 
the programmes initiated by 
the BJP-lcd governm ent at 
the Centre, including getting 
free rice.

TM C leader. Fabian Lyn­
gdoh sa id  h is party would 
revive and strengthen Megha­
laya's cconomy by reducing 
revenue leakage and reducing 
comiption. “ Meghalaya is re­
source rich yet its people arc 
poor bccausc the resources 
have  not been adequa te ly  
capita liscd" Lyngdoh. whose 
party is cxpcctcd to  gain sig­
nificantly in these elections, 
said the TMC would aim to 
restore M eghalaya’s status 
a s the education hub o f  the 
Northeast.

C ritic is ing  the  BJP. the 
K A M  M e g h a la y a  N o rth  
Shillong candidate. Kyrsoi- 
bor Pyrtuh said the BJP did 
not rcspcct c o nstitu tional 
values and  was destroying 
the federal structure o f  the 
country. "Wc arc committed 
to  prom oting  participa tory  
democracy," Pyrtuh said.

W hat was heartening was 
the civility o f  the exchanges, 
w ith no attempts to denigrate 
political opponents. However, 
w hat was ironic at this meet­
ing was. that in a  matrilincal 
socicty, w here  alm ost 41%  
o f  households arc headed by 
single w omen, there was not 
a single woman am ong the 
political parties ' representa­
tives on the dais.

M ukhim  lam en ted  th is 
fact, saying therefore grave 
issu e s o f  h igh  in fan t and  
m a te rn a l m o r ta l i ty  52%  
anaemia am ong women re­
c e ived  no m ention. G iven 
the overall paucity o f  data. 
Mukhim urged the need for 
gender budgeting especially 
on health issues.

I t w as interesting to ob ­
serve how focused the parties 
and the voters were on issues 
o f  v ital im portance  to  the 
state, and how vocal the vot­
ers are on seeking their basic 
rights. From  the very local to 
an example o f  what genuine 
democracy should reficci.

( N ilo v a  R o yc h a u d h u ry  
is  a sen ior journa lis t based  
in  Delhi)

o f  tragedy.
Yours c tc .

M.Haquc (Advocate).
Shillong-6

Hypocrisy of the 
Dispur-controlled 

puppets
Editor.
The electorate o f  Shillong 

and  sem i-urban areas w ho 
understand English can very 
w ell u n d e rs tan d  p o litica l 
vocabulary. It is ironic that 
the BJP should, at this junc ­
ture. lampoon the NPP and 
v ice  versa in the last few 
m onths before elections were 
announced . H ave the  BJP 
forgotten that they are part o f  
the NPP-lcd MDA G overn­
m ent? Now the BJP wants 
to  lay a ll the  scan is at the 
doorstep o f  the NPP and is 
a ccusing  the la tte r  o f  co r­
ruption. scam s and scandals. 
This is sheer hypocrisy. The 
A ssem bly D ome scam , the 
FCI rice scam. Covid scam, 
w ages o f  labourers during 
Covid, ISBT, Smart Meter, 
illegal encroachment o f  state 
boundaries and so many more 
th in g s  c an  be b lam ed  on 
both the coalition partners 
including the UDP. Hie MDA 
g overnm ent w as rem otely  
controlled from Dispur and 
Delhi which is w hy the CB1 
enquiry o f  the Mukroh inci­
dent has gathered dust. So too 
the stoppage o f  funds under 
FCRA to Christian minority 
organizations and institutions. 
All these have put the Conrad 
led-govcrnmcnt to abysmal 
shame. W hat is there that the 
MDA government can claim 
credit for in these five years? 
Let the electorate judge for 
themselves.

Yours ctc..
Dominic Stadlin 

Wanfchar, 
Via email

appears to have conquered 
space, but he is still igno­
rant o f  the secrets o f  nature. 
Wc canno prevent floods, 
cyclones, droughts o r forest 
fires though w c have become 
w iser in p red ic ting  them . 
Com ing to earthquakes, sc i­
ence has plausible explana­
tions w hy they occur and  
where they are likely to oc­
cur. They mark these places 
a s Zones UI.II.IV.V. Earth- 
quakes occur bccausc o f  the 
shifting o f  the fault lines o f 
the tectonic plates under the 
earth’s eruit Why they shift 
and  w hen they w ill sh ift, 
nobody h3s the answer. At 
least till tcday. Human loss 
w ould have been less had the 
residential houses been one 
o r two storied buildings. Wc 
in the Nortii East arc in Zone 
V and highly vulnerable to 
earthquakes. T he old Japa­
nese housing structure callcd 
Assam Type buildings have 
been recommended since the 
great 1897 earthquake. Such 
build ings do tted  the land­
scape in these hills till the 
late 40 ’s and 50’s.But greed 
and  easy money saw  high 
rise buildings in Guwahati, 
Shi I long and other major c it­
ies. There is a saying among 
o ld  Khasi people. 'H aba ki 
sdang thaw iingar-lai mala u 
jumai un sa wan?(when they 
start constiucting tw o - three 
storied buildings the earth­
quake will come) In Turkey 
the blame $amc is starting on 
building ccntractors bending 
the building rules and regula­
tions. Herein Meghalaya wc 
are still dc tating on MUDA 
building byc-laws restricting 
high rise bnildings. I fa  sim i­
lar earthquake were to  strike 
our state some coal mining 
areas o f  Jaintia Hills, South 
G aro Hills and West Khasi 
H ills  w ill ju s t sink  under 
the ground w hich have been 
fac ilitated  by the  ram pant 
rat hole mining. Rescue m is­
sions then w ill be  difficult 
unlike over-ground rescue 
missions.

H is to r ic a l ly  to  m any  
Christians, other than Jerusa­
lem, Turkey is o f  interest be­
causc o f  the several churches 
in the region established by 
apostle Paul during his three
mi'S$ionflryjotimny<; rcvid
in the news that the Greek

people have died and still 
counting. Life seems unfair 
when well to do persons find 
themselves barefoot, cling­
ing to  dear life with only 
their sleeping pyjamas. They 
have to depend on food and 
clothes from the Relief Aid 
agencies. In a spilt second all 
their wealth and what they 
value vanished into thin air. 
Overnight a prince becomes 
a pauper.

Com ing to our own state 
what a contrast. At the other 
end o f th c  spectrum w c hear 
m oaning and w ailing; wc 
hear screaming, dancing and 
music. Another earthquake 
is awaiting w hich will a f­
fect us all in the next five 
years. I am talking about the 
election results which are 
as difficult to predict as the 
Turkey earthquake. Like the 
tectonic plates, the crorcpati 
candidates arc pushing and 
shaking cach other to occupy 
the high chair. Bhogtoram 
Mawroh's article in Shillong 
lim es (Feb 15 .2023) makes 
interesting estim ate o f  the 
wealth o r declared assets o f  
only ten candidates amount­
ing to Rs. 1382 crores. Imag­
ine how much wealth those 
10 %  o f  the population who 
arc well to do keep to them­
selves where 90 %  o f  the 
people are living below sub­
sistence level. Where will all 
this wealth go if  a sim ilar 
earthquake were to  strike  
Meghalaya? Jesus told this 
parable, "T here  was once 
a rich man w ho had land 
which bore good crops. He 
began to think to himself. 'I  
haven’t anywhere to  keep 
all my crops, what can I do? 
This is what I will do, he told 
himself. 1 will tear dow n my 
barns and build  bigger ones 
where 1 will store my com  
and al I my oilier goods. Then 
I will say to myself. ‘Lucky 
man you have all the good 
things you need for many 
years. Take life easy. cat. 
drink and enjoy yourself.’ 
But God said to him. ‘You 
fool, this very night you will 
have to  give  up your life, 
then who will get all these 
things you have kept for 
yourself ? ’Jcsus concluded 
"  This is how it is with those 
who pile up riches for them-
selves but are not rich in
G od’s sight." Period.

T M C  le a d er , F a b ia n  L y n g d o h  s a i d  h i s  p a r t y  
w o u ld  r e v iv e  a n d  s t r e n g th e n  M e g h a la y a  \  

e c o n o m y  b y  r e d u c in g  r e v e n u e  le a k a g e  a n d  
r e d u c in g  c o r r u p t io n .  “M e g h a la y a  is  
r e s o u r c e  r i c h  y e t  i t s  p e o p le  a r e  p o o r  
b e c a u s e  th e  r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  

a d e q u a te ly  c a p ita l is e d .  ” L y n g d o h ,  w h o s e  
p a r t y  is  e x p e c t e d  to  g a i n  s ig n i j i c u n t l y  in  

th e s e  e le c t io n s ,  s a id  t h e  T M C  w o u l d  a im  to  
r e s to r e  M e g h a la y a  s  s ta t u s  a s  th e  e d u c a t io n  

h u b  o f  t h e  N o r th e a s t .

T he visaals wc sec on the 
TV screen o f  the devasta­
tion  a nd  havoc the  recen t 
earthquake caused  in the 
sou thern  c ities o f  Turkey 
and northern Syria is beyond 
description and imagination. 
Flic trails of human suffering, 
anguish, s tock  and  trauma 
it left behind inconceivable 
I t 's  heart b rea k in g  w hen 
w c see a mother crying in a 
state o f  shock as all her fam­
ily members have died. You 
sec innocent ch ild ren  and 
seven-day old babies being 
pulled out o f the debris. One 
cannot watch these visuals 
w ithout our eyes getting  
moist with tears o f  sympathy 
and com pission . A lonely 
father sat on the concrete slab 
holding hi> head and seemed 
to say to hi nisei f. "W hy God? 
W hy? M y w ife and a ll my 
children have gone. W hat’s 
the use o f  this life now ?" The 
age-old question why good 
people hare to suffer has no 
answer except the theologi­
cal answer tliat we live in a 
fallen workl.

M an has prided h im self 
o f  several achievements such 
a s landing on the moon and

O rthodox  ch u rc h es  have  
mobilized fund to  repair/re­
build heritage sites. The city 
o f  Antakya which saw m ud) 
damage in the earthquake is 
tlx; old name ’Antioch’ in the 
Bible. It was here that the 
name "Christian”  was first 
coined for believers o f  Jesus 
Christ. Could wc presume 
that G od has revisited this 
city with a vengeance? No 
never. The ways o f  God are 
mysterious. Mr Job o f  the 
old testament was a rich and 
Ixincsi man but strangely was 
stripped o f  all his wealth, his 
children and his health. It 
was through suffering that 
he experienced know ledge 
o f  G od and  w hich m ade 
him confess, “ I have heard 
thee by the hearing o f  the 
car. but now my eye soeth 
lhee.”(Joh 42:5)

The Turkey earthquake 
o c c u r re d  a ro u n d  4 AM 
w hen e v e ry o n e  w as fast 
asleep . In a few seconds 
some lucky ones managed 
to  rush th rough  the doo r 
a liv e . M any  su c cum bed  
bccausc o f  the crum bling 
o f  high rise buildings. A s 
reco rds poured  in  41 .000
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“Nothing strengthens authority  
so m uch as silence. ”

—  Leonardo da Vinci
T h e S h illo n g  T im e s
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Maharaja again
A IM IN G  high is a  prerequ isite  to success. 
Those who think sm all, don 't go too far. All 
successful businessmen have in them the killer 
instinct and they show the drive to turn adver­
sities to advar.tage. T hese are sadly lacking in 
government-owned business enterprises o r the 
public sector undertakings that m ostly end up 
in losses due lo poor management meaning 
a mix o f  bureaucrats and political bosses and 
their vested interests. T he way India 's  flag- 
carrier A ir India w as brought to its depths by 
freew heeling political bosses -  in the form o f  
civil aviation ministers and inept bureaucrats 
needs no special elaboration. M uch o fA I’s saga 
until the Tata Group took over in 2022 is public 
knowledge. Impressively, A ir India has placed 
a mind-boggling order for purchase o f  new air­
crafts -  470  o f them from Boeing and A ir India; 
cited to be the largest-ever order in one go. The 
occasion was the 14th edition o f  India's largest 
aerospace and defence exhibition held for five 
days this week in Bengaluru.

Notably, Air India that started its operations 
76 years ago or around the lime o f  Indepen­
dence flies to over 70 international destinations 
and 100 domestic airports, and yet struggled in 
the past due to inept m anagem ent and resultant 
lack o f  passenger patronage. On the o ther hand. 
Em irates Airlines, one o f  the two aviation firms 
in the UAE that started its operations 37 years 
ago. is today reaching out to over 150 cities and 
is impressively patronized. A ir India's struggle 
was such that even payment o f  salary to staff was 
in serious jeopardy in the years running up to its 
privatization; il finally having gone back into the 
hands o f  the Tatas that had founded the airline 
90 years ago and then handed it over to the first 
government o f Independent India. Those who 
have travelled by AI in recent years knew that 
even take-off was unpredictable as last-minute 
cancellations were frequent. It could have been 
a technical snag or the lack o f  pilots to fly the 
aircraft. Worse, the bureaucratic styles o f  the 
crew, including heavy-weight air hostesses, had 
to be seen to be believed whereas the air host­
esses on flights o f  other airlines w ere generally 
on a charm  offensive. The UPA periods, a  time 
when corruption at top levels was high, nearly 
sounded the death-knell o f  A ir India as a lot o f  
vested interests crept in. The m inistry having 
gone into the hands o f  a regional political force 
like the NCP meant an utter lack o f  commitment 
to A ir India's well-being. Private airlines from 
abroad bribed their way through profitable in­
ternational routes. These, though, are old stories 
now. The Tatas have truly turned around a loss- 
m aking concern and that's phenomenal!

Elections 2023: Critical 
issues blowing in the wind

U nion  H om e M in ister  
Amit Shah has raised a stink 
by c alling  M eghalaya  the 
m ost c o rru p t s ta te  in the  
country and lambasting the 
NPP-led MDA G overnment 
for m ismanaging an amount 
o f  R s 1849 c ro rcs . Shah 
w arn ed  th a t th e  M e g h a ­
laya  E nergy  C o rp o ra tio n  
Ltd (M cE C L ) . the h o ld ­
ing company for the power 
generation and  distribution 
secto r, is a t the  ve rg e  o f  
col lapse and M cghalayans 
must prepare themselves for 
the pow er crisis because the 
24-hour electricity promised 
to c iti/cn s will soon b e  an 
e lusive  dream . A m it Shah 
must have been adequately 
briefed by Rituraj Sinha the 
BJP N ational General Sec­
retary w ho has been parked 
hero for the past two months 
to ove rsee  the  M eghalaya 
elections.

A m it Shah sa id  a ll  the 
th ings th a t re sona te  w ith  
the ordinary citizens and as 
is the classic case  with the 
BJP electioneering style the 
public wcrc m ade to answer 
’Yes’ o r ’No’ to every ques­
tion. In a  sense therefore it 
w as a participatory election 
discourse that most political 
parties arc unused to. Flec­
tion speeches are boring be­
cause they turn out to  be drab 
m onologues. Amit S h a h 's  
speech w as electrifying be ­
cause he had the  figures and 
examples a s ready reckoners. 
O ne o f  the key issues - the 
non-completion o f  even one 
medical college in five years 
w as som e th in g  tha t Shah  
ham m ered on. A nd th is is 
what the general public too is 
worried about since M egha­
laya is short o f  doctors as it 
is. Not that a medical college 
guarantees a seat to ou r own 
youth sincc getting through 
N FFT  is a huge challenge 
but pe rhaps in  tim e  even 
NFI-rr will be overcome with 
the right k ind o f  coaching 
within M eghalaya. T his is 
possible ifw c  have a respon­
sive government.

It is ironic that the prior­
ity o f  the  MDA Government 
on the contrary has been to 
get tw o premium hotels the 
Vivanta and Marriott ofl’the 
ground. G ranted that hotels 
are important but not more 
important than a medical col­
lege and o f  course revamping 
prim al)' education which is 
in shambles. T he top priority 
o f  the incoming government 
should b e  to  get the statistics 
o f  the overwhelming number 
o f  kids that arc out o f  school. 
Free and compulsory educa­
tion in Meghalaya is a pipe 
dream  fo r many. N othing 
is rea lly  free. If  w e really 
want to sec how education 
is delivered  to the poorest 
w ithout pu tting  too  much 
financial pressure on parents 
then the Ramakrishna M is­
sion model is w hat needs to 
be followed. Tribal students

By Patricia Miikliim
get free unifoims and books. 
T he uniform s a re  stitched  
within the institution and are 
o f  very high quality. The Ma- 
haraj Secretary Ramakrishna 
M iss io n , Solira sa id  tha t 
students have to  buy  only 
some books. I:'one visits any 
o f  the villages in East Khasi 
H ills.one is staggered to find 
too  many children on  the 
streets and  a  good num ber 
o f  them  not in school but 
shepherding o w s  and sheep 
at an age when they should 
be enjoying their childhood. 
Girl-children iged 9-10 can 
be seen carry ng their baby 
brother sister on their backs 
in stea d  o f  p a y in g . W hat 
sort o f  life is this for G od's 
sake!

A m it Shah reiterated that 
at the Prim aiy, Secondary  
and Higher education level 
students would be  encour­
aged to learn in the ir own 
language. I am not sure i f  this 
makes sense in an ecosystcm 
w here  the w orld docs not 
begin and end with M egha­
laya. The sky’» the limit and 
Fnglish is a global language 
hence w hile the vernacular is 
im portant. English is equally 
im portan t for s tuden ts  in 
M eghalaya s;> let the  BJP 
not undermine the need to 
Icam English. W hat the BJP 
needs to do is set up a Core 
C om m ittee  to look at the 
text books prescribed by the 
Meghalaya Board o f  School 
Fducation. I was aghast a t 
what is  being laught in Class
V in  th e ir  E nvironm ental 
Sc ience  Class. T he book , 
written by so n c  PhD holder 
from Delhi speaks about a 
Pane hay at G har as a  place 
where villagers s it togeth­
er and  exchange view s on 
various a flairs like weather, 
fan n in g  m e thods, p o lit i­
cal situation o f the countiy. 
progress o f  tke village etc. 
It is also the  meeting place 
o f  the v illage  panchayat. 
Firstly, studcrts leam better 
when the reference point is 
fiom  tlicii iiBincdiiilc s>ui-
roundings. Meghalaya has its 
dorbar shnongor nokmaship. 
The m anner in which they 
are constituted is not akin to 
the panchayau. W hy should 
books at that level o f  school­
ing be so far removed from 
the daily live* o f  students? 
A re n ’t there  e nough  cdu- 
catcd w riters in M eghalaya? 
And should  students pass 
out o f  their upper prim ary 
c la sses  w ithou t know ing  
about their own social struc­
tures and institutions?

T h e  H calih  E duca tion  
Book m entioned  'c h ee se ' 
a s  a sou rce  o f  p ro te in . A 
child in the village translated 
the word cheese to ‘ka kh i’ 
(meaning ghee). Firstly in ru­
ral hamlets people can hardly 
affo rd  a sq u ire  m eal and  
have probably never seen

cheese. T heir only source 
o f  protein is meat which at 
present is unaffordable for 
most rural families. Even the 
price o f  lentils (dal) has shot 
th rough  the roof. So w hy 
teach children to  aspire for 
things their families can ill 
afford? It's more important 
to  have books that inform 
them  o f  local vegetab les , 
greens and nuts that a re  lo­
cally available. This is why 
having the same text books 
for urban and rural children 
too docs not work. Hence a 
new  model o f  education is 
needed for rural Meghalaya 
a s is the model in  G ujrat. 
Do we w onder then why a 
good num ber o f  rural kids 
dropout o f  school o r find the 
learning irrelevant to their 
situation? The Health Educa­
tion book m entioned cashew- 
nuts. alm onds, walnuts et al
a:; sources o f  protein. The 
C lass V boy  translated all 
th ese  nu ts  to  *S oh -o t' in  
Khasi. T his is a small locally 
available sort o f  chestnut.

The Environmental Stud­
ies book speaks o f  hills and 
plains but the w riter's idea 
o f  hills stops a t Kumaon and 
Garhw al. T hey  don 't m en ­
tion North Fast India at all. 
This is how distant our books 
are from our ow n points o f  
reference . In the  past we 
grew- up not know ing who 
ou r freedom  fighters were. 
N ow  th is  is  repeated  in  a 
different format.

Amit Shah referred to the 
fanners w ho he said needed 
connectivity to  be better able 
to  m arket th e ir  p roducts . 
The U nion H om e M inister 
should be taken to som e o f  
the villages o f  East and West 
Khasi H ills where farmers 
have to actually carry their 
farm  p roducts  on  baskets 
and  trudge  up s te ep  h ills 
even  today. In N ongjrong 
for instance, the people have 
the ir  o range  orchards and 
rice  fields dow n below  in 
the  p la in s n e a r  the  R iver 
U iiingui. In 2019, Deputy 
C h ie f  M in is te r . P rcsione  
Tynsong cam e to the village 
and promised to  build a  road 
to  connect the agricultural 
fields to the transportation 
point. That road never saw 
the light o f  day. Even today 
only those farm ers who can 
afford pick-up vans to tra ­
verse  the  m ost ho rrify ing  
road can get their agricultural 
products up the hill. Others 
m ust carry  the ir  p roducts 
physically. T his is the gover­
nance deficit in Meghalaya. 
The farmers continue to have 
a raw deal. I asked a fanner 
at Rapleng, East Khasi Hills 
if  he w as able to get the Rs 
5000  pa id  to  farm ers out 
o f  the FOCUS Scheme. He 
said he d idn 't w ant to take 
the  m oney  (a) because  it 
would not take him  too  far

(b) since the money w as to 
be  transferred  to  his bank 
account, he did not qualify 
becausc  he did not have a 
bank account and w as afraid 
to have one. Awareness about 
the benefits o f  having a bank 
account is a long way away 
in rural Meghalaya.

C h ie f  M in ister  C onrad  
Sangm a has been  pu tting  
up hoardings making some 
o f  the most vacuous claims 
about em pow ering women. 
T hese  c la im s a rc  perhaps 
being  c rafted  by th e  huge 
n u m b e rs  o f  c o n s u lta n ts  
popu la ting  th is  sta te  w ho 
arc  a lso  earn ing  very well 
without traversing the length 
and breadth o f  the suite and 
who have not done a reality 
check. I was quite surprised 
tha t the re  is a consu lta n t 
even for tourism. D ocs M e­
gha laya  not h av e  enough  
local in te llec tual cap ita l?  
T his is outrageous bccausc 
the consu ltan ts com e here 
knowing nothing and get all 
the ir inform ation from  the 
local people to prepare their 
b r ie f  fo r the  governm ent. 
T his has to end! There are 
en o u g h  y o u n g , q u a lif ie d  
and experienced local youth 
that can give a m ore realistic 
picture o f  w hat kind o f  tour­
ism is suited to  a particular 
place.

Amit Shah said that the 
M odi G overnm en t w ould  
provide Rs 1000 crore  for
68.000 homes for the poor. 
T he PM A w az Y ojna fo r 
homes for the poor remains 
largely unfulfilled even in the 
suburbs o f  Shillong. Even the 
PM G arib  K alyan schem e 
for distributing free rice to 
the  poor is not know n to 
many. The 39 Kklavya M od­
el R esidential schools for 
poor students should come 
up w hether o r not the BJP 
comes to poor in Meghalaya. 
India is a federal entity  and 
there are constitutional pro­
visions w here states must get 
their share o f  development 
funds no m atter which Party 
holds the reins at the Centre. 
T he less w c speak o f  free 
LPG stoves and  cylinders 
the better. T hese  are  only 
available to urban residents. 
In th e  rura l a reas , people  
depend heavily on firewood 
and trees a rc  cut during this 
season to last them the  whole 
year. No w onder our forests 
are bald.

M r A m it S hah  sh o u ld  
know  these ground realities. 
BJP leaders cannot be hang­
ing around in hotels. They 
need to hit the dirt road and 
also sec what 'o f f  road’driv­
ing is all about. This goes for 
all th e  so-ca llcd ‘national* 
and  reg io n a l p a rtie s  too . 
It’s tiring to  sec the election 
frenzy on ly  in  and  around 
Shillong. Tura or Jowai. And 
mind you these are just a few 
issues I have flagged. There 
are  many m ore  left unsaid 
due to space constraints.

Cultivating 
Clean Politics: 
Idealistic Dream  

or Realistic 
Possibility?

Editor,
As w c observe the  po­

litical scenario in our state, it 
becomcs clcar (ha: the battle 
has begun. The majority o f  
political parties are fighting 
tooth and nail to sclcct the 
best candidate forlhcir party 
and position themselves as 
the driving force behind our 
state’s prosperous future.

H owever, in reality, the 
political game is often seen 
as dirty due to thedishonest 
candidates w ho arc solely 
driven by a desire for pow­
e r  and  w ould go to  great 
lengths to win favour with 
the  e lcc toraic . This nega­
tive  perception o f  po litics 
discourages individuals with 
strong moral beliefs and an 
ethical mooring from enter­
ing politics, thus n uk ing  it 
more challenging to cultivate 
clean politics.

D esp ite  th is , w e m ust 
observe each candidate and 
consider their etliical p rin ­
ciples and their party’s stance 
on c lcan politics. In doing 
so, w c can  s tr iv : to  elec t 
the  m ost capab le, honest, 
and e thical leaden who will 
work for the betterment o f  
our state and county.

It is the rcsporsibility o f

the people to  dem and trans­
parency and accountability 
from their elected officials. 
T he public should hold their 
leaders accountable for their 
actions, and they must make 
sure that they prioritize the 
w elfare  o f  the s ta te 's  c iti­
zens above the ir  personal 
interests.

To m ove forward towards 
cultivating clcan politics, we 
must create  public aw are ­
ness about the importance o f  
voting for ethical candidates 
and holding our leaders ac­
countable tor their actions. 
T his can be done through 
so c ia l m edia  cam p a ig n s , 
to w n  ha ll m e e tin g s , and 
other platform s that engage 
the public.

M oreover, w e must em ­
pow er o u r  in s t itu tio n s  to  
monitor and curb corniption. 
Independent investiga tive  
agcncics. m edia outlets, and 
citizcn-lcd watchdog groups 
can  play a crucial ro le  in 
ensuring that our leaders are 
held accountab le  fo r the ir 
actions.

W hile it may seem  ide­
alistic. the reality is that we 
can cultivate clcan politics 
by w orking together and de­
manding accountability from 
our leaders. It is through our 
collcctivc effort that we can 
break the cycle o f  corruption 
and create a political system 
that is truly clcan.

B y p ro m o tin g  c th ic a l 
p r in c ip le s , tran sp aren c y , 
and accountability, w e can 
c rea te  a p o lit ica l c u ltu re

where candidates com pete 
based on their com petence 
and ideas, rather than their 
financial resources o r politi­
cal connections.

In conclusion , cu ltiva t­
ing c lean politics may seem 
like an idealistic dream , but
il is a  rea listic  possib ility  
that we can achieve through 
collcctivc effort. By holding 
our leaders accountable and 
promoting transparency, eth­
ics. and accountability, wc 
can create a brighter future 
for our state and country. It 
is our responsibility to work 
towards this goal and make 
it a reality.

Yours etc..
Kenneth Nongsiej.

Via email

UCC not 
acceptable in 
the Northeast

Editor,
A p ro p o s  o f  the  n e w s 

"NPP to oppose BJP’s Uni­
form C ivil C ode” (ST  Feb 
14, 2023), A m pareen Lyn­
gdoh. M LA. East Shillong 
and spokesperson N ational 
People’s Party rationally hit 
the right chord in her state­
ment again st the  U niform  
Civil Code. U niform ity  is 
another form o f  demanding 
eonfonnity. We all know that 
the North Eastern Region has 
more than 220  ethnic groups 
and is considered to be one 
o f  the most culturally diverse 
regions in  the  w orld. Any

U nifonn  Civil C ode  w ill, 
th e re fo re , con travene the 
constitutional p rincip le  in 
case o f  the Nl. States. Justice 
BS Chauhan. w ho led the 
21st Law Commission, said 
in September 2018 that o uni­
fied code is “constitutionally 
unviable". ‘‘Thereare several 
parts o f  the North East and 
in th e  triba l b e lts  w here  
even the I PC (Indian Penal 
Code] and the CrPC (Code 
ofCrim inal Procedure] don’t 
a p p ly ...” “ How can there 
be a  Unifonn Civil Code in 
these areas?" He suggested: 
“ Before bringing a Unifonn 
Civil Code, it is important to 
make changcs to the personal 
laws o f  different religions. 
This would i nvolve codify­
ing personal laws as much 
as possible."

In January, M eghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad Sang­
ma rig h tly  e xp ressed  his 
apprehcnsio is, saying that 
the National People's Party 
canno t back  any  un iform  
code a s it would affect the 
culture o f  the people o f  his 
state. "The wkolc concept o f  
UCC is something i f  it was 
going to  be a uniform means 
it is going to be a  strict un i­
form where they will change 
the cultural practices o f  the 
state o f  M cgtalaya then ob­
viously that'ssoinething that 
we as a state, as a party c an­
not acccpt,’’ Sangma said. L 
I hangm aw ia a m em ber o f 
M izoram ’s Legislative A s­
sembly o f  the M izo National 
Front said, in h is personal

view, that the Uniform Civil 
C o d e  a m o n g  M iz o s  w as 
impossible, "i think this is 
not the tim e  a nd  it is not 
practicable." lie  also added 
that “ It will be very difficult 
to  im p lem en t U C C . It h  
good in theory, but it is not 
good in practice." I appreci­
ate the far sightedness o f  all 
the thrcc leaders. Make no 
mistake that the tribal people 
o f  the North Fast cannot be 
taken for a ride by the pow ­
ers that be.

Yours etc., 
V' K Lyngdoh.

Via email

NPP’s money 
power!

Editor,
O n D ecem ber 21, 2022 

P D F (P eo p le  D em o cratic  
Front) MLA from Mawkyn- 
rcw  a nd  C abinet m in ister 
Bamcidor Lyngdoh asserted 
tha t he w as o ffe re d  Rs 5 
crore by the N ational Peo­
ple’s Party to  jo in  it, but he 
has curtly refused to accept 
such an in c rc d ib lc  g ift . 
Subsequently . Mr. R onnie
V Lyngdoh. present MLA 
con tender from  M yllieni 
constituency has confessedly 
declared that in one o f  recent 
public rallies that he too was 
offered on a p latter a sub­
stantial sum o f  money to join 
another political party. That 
party's nam e was, however, 
not spelled out. Against these 
unprecedented charges, the 
NPP didn't initiate any legal

response
O ver such unethical use 

o f  money pow er and much 
else, conscientious and law- 
abiding citizens arc aghast as 
to  how w innablc candidates 
in  the  fo rth co m in g  e le c ­
tions are reportedly tempted 
w ith  c ro rcs  o f  m oney for 
the sake o f  riding to power. 
These  startling  revelations 
have  m ade people to  infer 
that som e o f  our very ow n 
representatives who ditchcd 
their original parties for the 
other camps like A mpareen 
Lyngdoh. Ham let Dohling. 
M ohendro Rapsang. Sam- 
lin M alngiang  a nd  o the rs 
may perhaps, just perhaps, 
been lured by such irresist­
ible incentives to be roped 
in. In a w ord, i f  that is  so. 
M essrs Bantcidor Lyngdoh 
and Ronnie V Lyngdoh must 
be  com plim en ted  for up ­
holding their moral fibre by 
outrighily shutting the doors 
against the ill-gotten money. 
And. incidentally, A L lick , 
the  presen t B JP candidate  
from PynthorUmkhrah con­
stituency had also once ques­
tioned the source o f  money 
that N PP wields!

Yours etc., 
Jerom e K Diengdoh, 

Shillong-2

A r t ic l e s  a n d  le t te rs  
appearing on this page are 
the  v iew s o f  the w riters'1 
au th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

Willi an eve oil noils. B JP giv ing  
spccial em phasis 011 Eastern N agaland

Major development 
programme announced 

may help the party
By Tirtltankar Mitra

Even as N agaland goes 
to  the state assem bly  e lec ­
tion on  February 27. w ith 
an  ey e  on the  po lls . BJP 
has unfolded its gam e plan 
to  pre-em pt trouble  in  its 
sensitive  area- eastern N a­
galand. Parly president. JP  
N adda m ade som e  p rom ­
ise s  fo r its  d e v e lo p m e n t 
w h ile  re leas ing  the  e lec ­
tion manifesto. T he reason 
for giving p riority  to this 
reg ion  is no t far  to seek. 
A nd it is the lack  o f  devel­
opm ent which is  the reason 
for e ar m arking it.

Even as one  stops short 
o f  criticising the BJP which 
has be en  in  pow er a t the 
Centre si*cc 2014, a  deeper 
d iv e  into the  law  and  o r­
d e r  siuw .ion o f  N agaland 
w ill provide a  cluc  to this 
belated w aking up. N early 
4 0  p e r  cen t o f  th e  p o ll­
ing  booths o f  the sta te  are 
"critical"

A s for th e  g e n e s is  o f  
th is "generosity" it can  be  
traced back to  a  resolution 
passed in A ugust.2022 for 
abstaining from 2023  A s­
sem bly  elections. S incc  it 
w as the influential Eastern 
Nagalanc People 's O rgan i­
sation w hich had passed it. 
the saffron cam p w as loath 
to  bin it.

T he call o f  stay ing  aw ay  
from  the po lls w as given 
to  buttress the dem and for 
a  se p a ra te  s ta te  n a m ely  
F ron tier N agaland  w hich 
w ould include six distric ts

tion o f  N agaland w as also 
prom ised by Nadda.

I f  o ne  seeks to  refresh 
one’s  m em ory, the dem and 
for E astern  N agaland  has 
been  a  longstand ing  one . 
T h e  E N P O  s u b m i tte d  a 
m em orandum  in the Prim e 
M in iste r’s  O ff ic e  in  N o ­
vem ber 2010 dem anding  a 
separate  s ta te  w ith spccial 
s ta tus and  provisions.

Developm ent deficit was 
the rationale for the dem and 
beh ind  the  separate  state. 
T h is  deficit is  th e  p rinc i­
pal dem and  a m o n g  o the r 
causes for dissociation. The 
"lack o f  adm in istra tion" is 
s ta ted  to be  the  cau sc  o f  
d ispa rity  in developm ent. 
T he area  o f  the d istricts was 
outside the au thority  o f  the 
British adm inistration.

T he first A ssem bly e lec ­
tions w ere held in Nagaland 
in 1974. In 1957. it becam e 
a  part o f  N aga H ills Tucn- 
sang  A rea . T h e  d e v e lo p ­
mental disparity  o f  this area 
and  the rest o f  the sta te  w as 
focused upon by N agaland 
State  D evelopm ent Board. 
It w as in 2016 and  m uch 
w ater has flown under the 
bridge  since then.

T he report pointed ou t a 
contrast in developm ent o f  
thcdistrictsarxHind Kohima 
and  D im apur w ith those o f  
K iph irc , L o n g lc n g . M on 
a n d  T uengsan . T ucngsan  
a n d  M o n  re m a in  a t  th e  
bo tto m  o f  th e  in d ic es  o f  
in c o m e  a n d  l iv e l ih o o d .

“Since 2004. the p ic ture  has rem ained  
unchanged. N agaland 's average literacy  

ra te  is  80  percen t w hile it is 56 .99  p e r  cent 
in Mon. When the s ta te  o f  N a g a la n d  was 

crea ted  in  /  963. o w in g  to its backw ardness  
this region w as p la c e d  u nder G overnor's  

Ruie f o r  10 years. It rem a in e d  under  
a  regional counc il w ithout representation  

in the Assem bly. ”

o f  eastern N agaland . T he 
apex bodies o f  all the  d if­
ferent Eastern N aga tribes 
resolved to abstain in  su p ­
port o f  the E N PO  reso lu­
tion.

Seeing a  ham m er about 
to  be thrown in the w orks 
o f  the functioning o f  de m o ­
cra tic  process and  a  threat 
to  its  c oncept o f  A khand  
Bharat (United India), the 
U nion governm ent adm in ­
istration went into an over­
d r iv e . T kcse  reso lu tions, 
in  m any cases, include not 
a llo w in g  e le c t io n  c a m ­
p a ig n s  in th e ir  te rr ito ry  
a nd  m aking  pa rticipa tion  
in  the poll process by  filing 
nom inations by com m unity 
m em bersa lm ost an im pos­
sibility.

A nd t ic  la s t th in g  the 
pow ers that be seeks to  do 
is  to  conduct an e lec tion  
o v e rse en  by th e  arm y. A 
m eeting  w as held betw een 
se n io r hom e m in istry  o f­
ficials and a  EN PO  d e lega­
tio n  a fte r  w h ee ls  w ith in  
w hee ls  m oved to  a v e rt a 
confrontation.

T h e  boy co tt c a ll  w as  
w ith d ra w n  o n  F e b ru a ry
4 . but it w as based  on  an 
a ssu ran ce  tha t a  so lu tion  
m utually  agreed upon will 
b e  rea ch e d  a n d  w ill be  
im plcm catcd follow ing the 
com pletion o f  the election 
process.

Six d istricts w hich have 
been  dem anded  to  be  in ­
c luded in  Eastern N agaland 
a re  K a p h ire . L o n g lc n g . 
M on . N ok lak . T u en san g  
and  Shamator. Seven tribes 
including K onyak. K hiam - 
niungan. C hang. Sangtam . 
T ikhir. Phom and Yimkhi- 
ung  live  here.

Incidentally, these tribes 
account for 30 per ccn t o f  
N agaland's population. O ut 
o f  60 seats in  the A ssembly, 
20a rc  fro n  this area consid­
e rably adding to its political 
im portance. T h e  B JP poll 
manifesto prom ised setting 
up o f  an Hastcm N agaland 
D evelopm ent B oard w ith  
a  specia l package  fo r its 
developm ent. P ropo rtion ­
ing o f  budget p rovisions in 
k e ep ing  w ith the popu la ­

gender issues and  poverty 
alleviation.

Since 2004, the picture 
has  rem ained  unchanged . 
N agaland's average literacy 
rate  is 80 percent w hile it 
is  56.99 per cen t in M on. 
W hen the state o f  Nagaland 
w as crcatcd in 1963. ow ing 
to  its  b a ck w ard n es s  th is  
reg io n  w as p laced  u nd er 
G o v e r n o r 's  R u le  fo r 10 
years. It rem a ined  under 
a  regional council w ithout 
rep rese n ta tio n  in  the  A s­
sembly. M on and  T uensang 
h a v e  th e  lo w e s t w o rk e r  
participa tion  in N agaland. 
In th is rural a rea, ag ricu l­
ture rem ains at subsis tence 
level cven60  y e a rsa l te r  a t­
taining statehood. It needs 
no far s igh t to  sec  that the 
de velopm ent p rocess  and  
dem ocratic  asp ira tions o f  
the  p e op le  o f  th is  reg ion  
w crc  dashed. T he dem and 
for a  separate sta te  o r  a  spc- 
cial sta tus germ inated in the 
lack o f  developm ent.

In N ag a la n d . B JP has 
an  a lliance  w ith the m ain 
party  NPP. In the Eebniary
27 polls , ou t o f  the 6 0  a s ­
sem b ly  sc a ts  in  the state, 
th e  N P P  is  c o n tes tin g  in 
40  seats w hile  the BJP is 
figh ting  in the  rem ain ing  
20  scats a s  per the pre-poll 
u n d e rs ta n d in g . In 2 0 1 8  
a ssem b ly  e le c tio n s , N PP 
contested  58 scats and  got 
26 sc a ts  w hile  the  B JP got
12 seats by contesting  20 
scaLs. T hough the NPP. like 
o ther NE pan ics , is a  m em ­
ber o f  the  B JP led NDA at 
the  c en tre, bo th  the  BJP 
and  the N PP a re  m aking 
all effo rts to  increase their 
respective  strength in the 
com ing  assem bly  polls.

T h e  re c e n t m o v e s  by  
the  cen tre  in  N agaland are 
aim ed  a t helping the B JP  to 
get m ore  seats in Eastern 
N agaland by  defeating  the 
o the r tw o regional parlies 
N D EP and NDPP. Congress 
has very little  influence in 
th e  r e g io n  th o u g h  o n c e  
N aga lan d  w as its s tro n g ­
h o ld . In 2 0 1 8  e le c tio n s , 
the  C ongress contested 18 
sea ts  and  w on nondc. (IPA 
Service)
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MDA heavily reliant on consultants
THE preparation for lhe Vision Document for the 
State o f Meghalaya 2030 was commissioned to 
an outside firm because Mcghalayans ostensibly 
has no expertise on anything. People consulted for 
preparing this document that arc mostly serving or 
retired government officials and the work was way 
back in 2009. presented to the Government in 2011. 
was revised and then presented to the MDA govern­
ment. In the rest o f the country and the states people 
are already talking of Vision 2047 but as usual wc 
are a laggard state so there are no surprises. Much 
of the data that this document relies on arc dated 
2007- 2009. Between then and now things have 
not become better. On the contrary Meghalaya hits 
slipped further down in education, health and other 
human development indicators. About 98% of the 
respondents to the questionnaire arc men with just 
a few officials and nurses being female respondents 
so we can well imagine how participatory, inclusive 
and gender-cqjitable the Vision of Meghalaya is. But 
we can be sure that a huge sum o f money lias been 
paid to the consultant fit in.

Most of the consultants are young IIM/IIT and 
other graduates with a smattering o f experience on 
environmental issues, tourism, marketing, social 
media management for government cl al but with no 
undemanding o f the ground realities of Meghalaya. 
The Departments conccrncd don't seem to mind 
this intrusion into their area of work because their 
officials don’: produce any results anyway. They 
draw salaries but productivity is never measured. 
Hence the consultants take away a lot of their work. 
All these departmental officials and clerks need to 
do is feed the consultants with information, much 
of those based on assumptions bccausc government 
employees like to believe they know everything 
about the state. Schemes like FOCUS and PRIME 
are the brainwave o f these consultants who suggest 
them without having tested the absorption capacity 
and readiness o f the targeted beneficiaries.

The Vision Document 2030, is not much in circu­
lation so is it being used by the various government 
departments as a reference point and to guide their 
interventions in the rural areas and on which to an­
chor their development programmes on. Evidently 
not many people have set eyes on this Document. 
The MDA finvernment should actually inform ihp 
public how much it has spent on paying consultants. 
Is there no local expertise, no intellectual or social 
capital in Meghalaya for government to fall back on? 
Or is government wary that the realities provided 
to it are too stark and daunting? The Vision Docu­
ment speaks about private investment but docs not 
mention problems related to this. Private investment 
in any sector requires land. The Meghalaya Land 
Transfer Act is a bugbear. Pressure groups won't 
allow railways to come in. There is large scale ex­
tortion and law and order is not exactly conducive 
to private investments. In fact, this critical issue is 
never debated at clcction platforms.

Poll Manifesto 
-  Promises and Realities
Unlike past clcction*. this 

time it’s raining promises o f 
freebies and cash transfers in 
Meghalaya and all major po­
litical parties are in the game. 
Continuing my assessment 
o f  these poll promises (See 
ST dated 7/2/2023). this col­
umn examines the Congress 
and BJP poll manifestos for 
Meghalaya.

A few days back. India's 
grand old pony presented its 
14 commitm ents to the state 
e lec to ra te  w hich  inc lude  
cash and in-kind transfers 
(Rs. 3000 to single mothers 
and roofing materials to BPL 
fam ilies), subsid ies (LPG 
gas cylinder quarterly and 
400 units o f  free pow er to 
BPL households), free health 
care, jo b  creation initiatives, 
and a guaranteed minimum 
suppo rt p rice  (M S P ) for 
agriculture products. Hav­
ing governed the state for 
around 30 years sincc 1972.
the Congress Party cannot
escape its share o f  respon­
sibility for the development 
gaps and challenges facing 
the sta te  today. Therefore, 
the p a n y ’s commitm ent to 
turn Meghalaya in the next 
five years to Five Star state 
is a bit farfctchcd and akin to 
wishing for the moon.

At present, there arc about
4 lakh  households in  the 
state that arc beneficiaries 
o f  NFS A/intended coverage 
and they s tand  to  benefit 
from the pre-poll promises o f  
cash and in-kind transfers to 
BPL households made by the 
Congress party i f  it comes to 
power. The promise o f  cash 
transfers to  single mothers 
is a fairly dcccnt am ount 
that will immensely benefit 
many deserving households 
asabout 14 percent o f  moth­
ers in the sta te  arc  sing le  
parents compared to  4 .5 per 
ccnt for the country. While 
some o f  the prom ises like 
incom e support to  sing le  
mothers, free roofing mate­
rials and LPG gas cylinders 
will not entail too much o f  
a financial burden  on the 
state exchequer, others like 
free power and MSP will be 
hard to  fulfil w ithout pu t­
ting enorm ous strain to  the 
financial health o f  the state 
and the state-owned power 
distribution company (Dis- 
conv.M cPlXL).

In 2020-21 state govern­
ments in India collcctivcly 
expended an amount o f  Rs. 
132400 crore to subsidise 
pow er consum ers. In M e­
ghalaya. the pow er subsidy 
paid for by the state govern­
ment in the same year was 
only Rs. 18 crore that went 
for rural electrification. This 
amount is just under two per

By Sumarbin Umdor

cent o f  the total revenue o f  
M ePD CL. Ir com parison. 
Punjab spent its. 9657 crorc 
in pow er subs dy in the same 
yearaccountirg for one-third 
o f  the total revenue earned by 
the state Discom. The Con­
gress party's promise o f  free 
power o f  40C units to BPL 
households in M eghalaya 
will involve a naximum sub­
sidy bill o f  Rs. 65 crorc (for 
about 2.8 lakh consumers in 
this category a t the currcnt 
tariff for DLT consumers). 
W hile this may not be such 
a huge amount for tlx; current 
year, in the long run. the idea 
o f  pow er subsidy may prove 
a costlier a flair for the state’s 
financial hcakh and that o f  
the Discom.

Firstly, the power subsidy 
will inflate significantly in 
the coming ycirs as the num­
ber o f  BPL consum ers in ­
creases and the tariff rates arc 
revised. Already many state 
governments ire  not able to 
fully pay up o r they delay

by farm ers o f  M eghalaya. 
The M SP im plem ented by 
th e  gove rn m e n t o f  Ind ia  
(G ol) for 22 crops docs not 
cover horticulture crops and 
o th e r  p ro d u ce  grow n  by  
fanners o f  the state for which 
there is another price support 
mechanism in the form o f  the 
Market Intervention Schcmc 
(MIS). The MIS is an adhoc 
schem e o f  the Department 
o f  Agriculture & C oopera­
tion , G ol im plem ented on 
the request o f  state govern­
m ents for procurem ent o f  
perishable agricultural and 
horticultural commodities to 
protect the income o f  fanners 
and  prevent distress sales. 
T he schcm c requires that 
state governments share the 
loss with the government o f  
India on a 50:50 basis (75:25 
in  the case o f  northeastern 
states). Under the M IS. a 
predeterm ined  quantity  at 
the fixed market intervention 
pricc is procured by the pro­
curement agencies dcsignat-

“I f  one looks a t the present financia l position  
o f  the state with a  revenue deficit o f  about HIS 
crore in 2020-21, it is highly improbable fo r  
any incoming governm ent to be in a  position  
to raise the resources needed to fu lfil  these  

commitments including Rs. 2500 crore towards 
capital expenditure. ”

in reimbursing the subsidy 
bill to  Discoms contribut­
ing to  the financial distress 
facing these companies. The 
s ta te  D iscom  (M eP D C L ) 
is already in financial d is­
tress with lo se s  more than 
doubling in the last 5 years 
touching a slaggering Rs. 
425 crore at he end o f  the 
financial year 2021. The state 
governm ent is a lso  strug ­
gling to bail out MePDCL 
o f  the dues it owes to  ccntral 
D iscom s. A id in g  pow er 
subsidy will only aggravate 
the financial burden o f  the 
state government and that o f 
the Discom. Secondly, once 
power subsidy is introduced 
in Meghalaya it will be very 
difficult for any government 
to withdraw i: in the future. 
In fact, competitive politics 
may drive parties to extend 
p o w er subsid ies  lo  o the r 
c a te g o rie s  c f  c o n su m ers 
which will be disastrous for 
the state.

An interesting prom ise 
made by the Congress parly 
as part o f  its manifesto is the 
MSP for main crops grown

ed by the state government 
for a fixed period or till the 
prices are stabilized above 
the market intervention pricc 
whichever is earlier. States 
like Himachal Pradesh. Na­
ga land . M i/o ra m  and Ar- 
un a ch a l P rad esh , am ong  
others, have been very pro­
active in implementing the 
M IS for commodities such as 
grapes, ginger, apples, chil­
lies. potatoes, squash, grapes 
and  p ineapples. M eghala­
ya. how ever, has not been 
im plem enting this schem e 
for many years now. While 
farm ers o f  the  s ta te  w ill 
gladly welcome the im ple­
mentation o f  MSP for their 
produce, it will be helpful if  
the in-coming state govern­
m ent starts im plem enting 
the already av ailable MIS 
for major crops o f  the state 
where such need arises.

The BJP is the last o f  the 
major political parties to an­
nounce its manifesto contain­
ing loadso f freebies, welfare 
schcmcs. cash transfers and 
new  policy initiatives. The 
promises o f  cash and in-kind

transfers made by the party 
targeted at women and girls. 
BPL households, farm ers, 
unem ployed graduates and 
state government employees 
w ill surely appeal to  even 
those voters w ho a rc  o th ­
erw ise allergic to the party. 
The promise to implement 
the 7th pay commission will 
benefit around one lakh state 
government employees and 
pensioners, but it will also 
lead  to  a s im ila r dem and 
fro m  e m p lo y ee s  o f  s ta te  
P S U s a s  w ell a s  g o v e rn ­
ment supported educational 
institutions. This singlc-poll 
prom ise  w ill have a huge 
im pact on the com m itted  
expenditure o f  the state and 
will pul severe pressure on 
the revenue accounts in the 
coming years. I f  one looks at 
the present financial position 
o f  the state with a  revenue 
deficit o f  about 815 crore in
2020-21. it is highly improb­
able for any Incoming gov­
ernment to be in a position 
to raise the resources needed 
to fulfil these commitments 
inc lud ing  Rs. 2500 c rorc  
towards capital expenditure. 
But then these promises arc 
coming front a party holding 
power in the centre with the 
ability to loosen the ccntral 
purse string to  accommodate 
these expenditures.

As said in the beginning, 
this election is difl'crcnt from 
what wc have w itnessed in 
the past a s a ll m ajor con­
tenders  a rc  g o ing  a ll out 
to  w oo the e lectorate with 
policy vision and initiatives 
topped  w ith freeb ies and 
cash transfers. These poll 
promises involve consider­
able financial outflows with 
the risk o f  financial crisis in 
the long run. Further, it is 
also evident that many o f  the 
poll promises arc borrowed 
from other slates with some 
o f  them not properly thought 
through. For example, take 
the Rs. 5 meal promise by 
the BJP. In a high-cost city 
like  Sh illong  th is  schem e 
will not only end up burning 
a  big hole in die Mule caUic- 
quer but will unintentionally 
add to  the  unem ploym ent 
situation in the state as it wilt 
lead to the closing dow n o f  
many small privately oper­
ated  canteens a s they will 
not be able to  compete with 
heavily subsidized govern­
ment canteens. Further, the 
R s 5 m eal m ay not even 
reach the deserving segment 
o f  population but will most 
like ly  be e n jo y ed  by the 
a lready pam pered salaried 
class. Hie sam e also applies 
to promises made by other 
political parties.

What Laws 
and Policies 

will they 
frame?

Editor.
With majority o f  the elec­

torate now realising the need 
for law m akers and policy­
m akers to  represent us in 
the legislative institutions 
o f the parliam ent and the 
state assembly, wc also sec 
on social and print media 
severa l cand ida tes  be ing  
interviewed by the press and 
even during their campaign 
trail, p icking up this trend 
and echoing the same ‘con­
cern .' W hile there arc some 
candidates who m e  spelled 
ou t the laws and po licies 
they will introduce once they 
arc clcctcd, there arc others 
w ho arc just p a ro ling  this 
public concern that the state 
u rgently  needs law m akers 
and  po licy -m akers  i f  the 
stale is to move forward and 
progress, without elaborat­
ing w hat arc the laws and 
policies they will initiate, 
be it on  critical issues like 
health, education, em ploy­
ment. econom y sports and 
other issues i f  clcctcd a s an 
MLA.

It is high time for our 
friends in the media and also 
the electorate t > ask these 
candidates to spell out just 
one or tw o laws and policies 
that they will help introduce 
and frame in the next 100 
(hundred) day* oncc  they 
arc clcctcd to th< Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly so that

the public can judge and vote 
accordingly o r e lse this sud­
den ‘concern’ will bccomc 
just a slogan for someone's 
political gain.

There is also much talk 
about the im portance o f  a 
'corruption free government' 
but there is no mention about 
fully im plementing the pro­
visions o f  the Meghalaya Lo­
kayukta A ct 2014 which was 
campaigned for many years 
by the Meghalaya Right to 
Information Movement. This 
Act is a  pow erful weapon 
and is one step to bringing 
about that 'corruption free 
governm en t' w hich many 
o f these political parties and 
candidates arc promising the 
people o f  the state. If  they are 
really serious about this, then 
they should assure the people 
o f  Meghalaya that they will 
implement all the provisions 
o f the Meghalaya Lokayukta 
Act 2014 oncc clcctcd o r else 
the promise o f  a "corruption 
free  M eghalaya ’ w ill not 
have the desired results as 
cxpcctcd by the citizens o f  
the state.

M ay the po litica l c on ­
sciousness o f  the electorate 
in M eghalaya b e  raised  a 
notch higher.

Yours etc., 
Michael N Syicm.

Via email

Noise 
pollution: 

another view
liditor.
In response to H T Wells. 

"Open letter to  the District

Administration." on Febru­
ary 10. 2 0 2 3 .1 would like to 
salute the w riter for bringing 
to public notice a very per­
tinent issue. Wells claimed 
that the "inep t district ad- 
mi nisi ration" hail ignored his 
calls which were intended to 
draw attention to the issue o f  
becoming a forced audicncc 
to  loud noise from adjoining 
areas. It may be reminded 
that in 2005, the Supreme 
Court had made it clear that 
its judgm ents regulating the 
use o f  loudspeakers and tim ­
ings w ere based on the legal 
p r in c ip le  th a t, " free d o m  
from noise po llu tion  is a 
part o f  the right to life under 
Article 21 o f  the C onstitu­
tion".

As a  citizen, Wells is  en­
couraged to escalate matters 
to the Meghalaya High Court 
and  file a petition invok­
ing the Writ o f  Mandamus 
against the District Admin­
istration for failing to  protect 
the Fundamental Rights o f  
the citizens o f  localities like 
Jaiaw  Umpohlicvv that arc 
im m edia te  ne ighbou rs  o f  
Mawlai Nongpdcng.

On the other hand, how­
ever. it is questionable as to 
why Wells would prefer to 
name-shaming one particu­
lar locality at a lime when 
a ll o f  Shillong , inc luding 
Jaiaw , is reverbera ting  to 
“the tunc and tenor o f  music 
euphoria with full decibels" 
o f  a vibrant democracy. His 
tone a lso  suggests that he 
harbours ill-w ill tow ards 
the youth and inhabitants o f  
Mawlai Nongpdcng. who arc
in no way responsible for or
ganising the musical events

o r seek ing  adm inistra tive  
pe rm issions. R a the r, the 
blame lies squarely on the 
political parties and political 
aspirants who organise such 
events. Perhaps Wells should 
direct his ire at the people 
responsible for the noise pol­
lution so that his tirade gains 
currency and gamers public 
support. O therw ise, it be­
comes a highly opinionated 
outburst against a section o f  
society that is perceived to be 
unable to oiler a retort.

Yours etc..
TH Stcn, 

Shillong • 8

Meghalaya 
needs 

development sans 
hom ogenization

Editor.
H ea rin g  A m it S h a h 's  

speech in T jra  ju s t made 
me realize that the BJP is 
the only party with a clcar 
vision for Meghalaya. 'Hie 
BJP is the only party thal has 
dearly  laid o il an economic 
roadmap for >ur siaic. Amit 
Shah 's speech focused on 
organic farming, the MSME 
sector and the health scctor; 
none o f  the po litica l pa r­
ties as per n y  know ledge 
has laid down any concrete 
steps to develop these three 
sectors. The growth o f  these 
sectors will infinitely boost 
growth and investment and 
it will also lead to the rapid 
developm ent o f  ou r Slate. 
Congress ami the numerous 
regional parties have failed

us. As far as V PP is con­
ccrncd. it is a  ray o f  a hope 
but I guess it will not make 
any huge impact considering 
the fact that it is contesting 
only 30 %  o f  the total seats.

O n the  flip s id e . A m it 
Shah saying that i f  the BJP 
is going to com e to power, it 
will make G aro the medium 
o f  in struc tion  up to  S ec ­
ondary level in G aro Hills 
cou ld  be a  doub le -edged  
sword. Right now the SSLC 
pass percentage every year 
in G aro h ills has hovered 
around the 30 percent mark; 
i f  G aro is made the medium 
o f  in s tru c tio n , the  SSL C  
pass percentage will improv e 
dram atically  but a s far a s 
higher studies are concerned, 
making Garo the medium o f  
instruction up lo Secondary 
level could further impinge 
on their educational attain­
ment at the higher level. For 
higher studies, the instruc­
tion books arc  m ostly  in 
English. I've heard stories 
about how  studen ts from 
the G aro  c om m un ity  are 
finding it hard to cope with 
their medical studies. Some 
o f  them never complete their 
medical studies w ithin the 
stipulated tim e. I f  G aro is 
made the medium o f  instruc­
tion it could further aggra­
vate their current plight sincc 
the English language will be 
given less importance. My 
opinion is that the govern­
ment facilitating the growth 
o f  our regional languages is 
definitely a good thing but 
minimizing the importance 
o f  the  E ng lish  language
could do m ore harm  than
good especially  for small

communities like the Garos 
and Khasis.

M y personal opinion is 
that w e need a strong re­
gional party and we need to 
stand on our ow n feet. I keep 
going  back to  the thought 
o f  my paternal great grand­
parents being able lo send 
my grandfather's younger 
brother to Kolkata for higher 
education in the 1950’s with­
out needing a single paisa 
from the government. Mind 
you in the I950's, 70 percent 
o f  Indians were liv ing below 
the poverty line and 1 think 
barcly 10 percent o f  Indians 
could afford higher educa­
tion. In the 1950's.along with 
the A ssam ese, the K hasis 
were the most educated in 
the North East: wc need to 
bring back those glorious 
days and wc also need self- 
be lief that wc can stand on 
our own I'cct but 1 guess my 
opinion doesn't matter.

Meghalaya at tltc moment 
still needs a huge injection 
o f  public funds and if  the 
BJP deliver on its promises, 
then it is the only party tin t 
can take the state forward. 
H aving sa id  this, the BJP 
will only get the support o f  
the public i f  il doesn't push 
forward with its agenda o f  
homogcnisation.

Yours etc..
Gary Marbaniang, 

Via email

A rticles and le tters  
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

India’s G-20 Presidency

R20 and FoRB
By Dr. D.K. Giri

Fourth in the scries o f  
articles in this colum n on 
India's presidency o f  G-20.
il discusses the G -20 Reli­
gion Forum, or R20 which 
contribute? as a potent and 
dynamic source o f  solutions 
to som e  o f  the problem s 
in  the world. A long w ith 
that, w c talk about another 
com plem entary socio-cul- 
tural global principle called 
F reedom  o f  R e lig io n  o r 
Belief (FoRB). The preced­
ing articles on G -20 w ere 
’resetting the global ethic*, 
’a unique Indian perspective’ 
and 'advocating a balance'.

A day after taking over 
the  p residency  o f  G -2 0 , 
Prim e M inister N arcndra 
Modi asked. "Can w c catal­
yse a fundamental mindset 
shift to benefit humanity as a 
whole’'? He then called upon 
lhe world leaders to "join to­
gether to make India's G-20 
presidency, a presidency o f  
healing, harmony and hope” . 
I f  one may pontificate on 
the  opc ra iio n a lisa tio n  o f  
these  pow erful em otional 
words, healing would entail 
extending com passion and 
c om fo rt, harm ony would 
prc-suppiwc; fee lings and 
actions o f  ogctherncss, fel­
low ship , accom m odation, 
co-existence, tolerance and 
m utual respect c tc; hope 
w ould involve focussing  
on global goods like innate 
goodness o f human beings 
across the world, to be able 
to stand bycach other mani­
festing plurilateral solidarity 
and recognising vvo(man)‘s 
capacity fo- justice and at the 
same time, their inclination 
for injustice ctc.

In sum. the actualisalion 
o f  these three aspirational 
ideals named by the Prime 
M inister can be secured in 
term s o f  organis ing p rin ­
ciple. that is. promoting the 
concept o f  pluralism in all 
aspects o f  life -  technol­
ogy . ideo logy , econom y, 
language, religion, racc and 
so  on. M any scho lars  in  
India and Indologists from 
abroad have appreciated and 
advocated Indian concept 
and  practicc o f  pluralism. 
T he External Affairs M in­
ister S. Jaishankar writes in 
“Tltc Indiai Way: Strategics 
for an U ncertain W orld". 
India has a long tradition o f  
diversity and co-cxistcncc. 
Its intrinsic pluralism helps 
rcconcilc conflicting ideas 
and contesting collectives. 
He adds flat India’s multi­
faith society is an enormous 
contribution to global stabil­
ity. In fact, "that is what acts 
as a  firewall preventing the 
spread o f  fundamentalism 
and radicalism from India's 
West to the East. Indeed. In­
dian plural sm is an inherent 
cultural attribute".

While many other aspects 
o f  pluralism arc often d is­
cussed, the role o f  religions 
in socicty and even in poli­
tics, is anot O n the contrary, 
re lig ion  is pushed  to  the 
periphery  o f  governance; 
in the so-callcd developed 
democracies o f  the West, by 
separating the church from 
the state, and in the largest 
dem ocracy  o f  the w orld. 
India, through a cluttered 
conccpt o f  secularism, which 
among other things, formally 
dcrccognitcs religion as a 
social or political category. 
In reality, however, religion 
is playing a b ig  role across 
the world, oflcn in a malevo­
lent manner manifesting in 
radicalism, fundamentalism, 
majoritarianism leading to 
relig ious hatred, pe rsecu ­
tion and violence. This has 
to  change India needs to 
initiate thai change at home 
and abroad during its G-20 
presidency

Restoring the role o f  re­
ligion in  global d iscourse 
and governance can involve 
a two-fold complem entary 
strategy. First, a llow ing a 
thorough and w idespread 
d isc o u rse  on  the e ssence  
o f  religion that contributes 
to  integral hum anism , not 
fiss ipa rou i sectarianism s. 
Only such aspects o f  religion 
should b e ; llowcd to be d is­
cussed in public domain as 
they arc commensurate with 
lhe constitution o fan y  coun­
try. Religion could inform 
the public discourse as well 
as the policy-making in any 
country that cnhanccs lhe 
constitution o f  that country 
not undermines it. It should 
support the constitution not 
supplant it.

T h e  sccond  s tr a te g y  
consis ts  o f  fully respect­
ing FoR B which is hcing 
trea ted  a s a hum an right

for individuals across the 
world. Sincc it is fairly a new 
concept in some parts o f  the 
world, a sm all elaboration 
is in order. In international 
law, FoRB is a fundamental 
human right to protect and 
p rese rve  hum an d ign ity . 
Article 18 o f  lhe UN Univer­
sal Declaration for Human 
Rights stipulates. "Everyone 
has the right to freedom o f  
th o u g h t, c o n sc ic n cc  and 
religion; this right includes 
freedom to change their re­
ligion or be lief and freedom, 
cither alone or in community 
with others and in public or 
p rivate, lo  m anifest their 
religion o r be lief in teach­
ing. practice, worship and 
observance". T his right is 
endorsed by many countries 
by their national laws.

F or exam ple , in India, 
this right is guaranteed in Ar­
ticle 25 o f  the Constitution. 
“ Freedom o f  conscicncc and 
free profession, practice and 
p ropagation  o f  re lig ion". 
T h is  A rt ic lc  is  ho w ev e r 
tem pered  by C lauses and 
Sub-Clauses. To note, the 
Clause I adds a rider to this 
freedom. "Subject to public 
order, morality and health 
and to the other provisions 
o f  this part, all persons are 
equally entitled to freedom 
o f  conscience and the right 
freely to  profess, practise 
and propagate religion".

H ow ever. FoRB m eans 
freedom o f  religion as d e ­
fined by and belief as held by 
individuals, cither alone or 
in relation to a community. 
An individual’s understand­
ing  o f  re lig ion  m ay c on ­
flict w ith the constitutional 
principles, or indeed, with 
other person 's definition. In 
such case, the individuals ' 
practice and profession o f  
their religion would remain 
confined to their private d o ­
main. Likewise, freedom o f  
b e lief may include agnosti­
cism. atheism and any other 
religious cultural practiccs 
and  attitudes. A gain such 
beliefs could be allow ed as 
long as they do not chalk'ngc 
the constitutional principles 
o f  freedom , eq uality  and 
justicc ctc.

S cho la rs  and po litica l 
actors have commented on 
the role and significance o f  
religion under G-20 Religion 
Forum (R20). T hey  argue 
that global issues like health, 
economy, climatc and tech­
nology have been the global 
conccrns, so have the burn­
ing issues like hatred, dishar­
mony. violence and w ar ctc. 
But the role o f  religion and 
c u ltu re  in  elim inating  the 
latter problems has not been 
fully appreciated. Indonesia, 
w hich p rcccdcd  India  a s 
G -20 President, had made a 
notable beginning by bring­
ing in religious leadership 
into activc discourse. The 
two organisations taking the 
lead w ere Nahdlatl Ulama 
(NU) o f  Indonesia and the 
M uslim  w orld ly  o f  Saudi 
Arabia.

Indian political and re­
ligious leadership maintain 
tha t Ind ia  has the  o ldest 
religion o f  the w orld, the 
sanatana dharm a which is 
timeless without a beginning 
and an end; many a person 
argues that many other re­
ligions have emerged from 
it. A rif M ohammad Khan, 
a  sc h o la r  o f  cu ltu re  and 
religion, present G overnor 
o f  K erala, nev er tires o f  
c iting sanatana dharm a as 
the eternal religion o f  hu­
m anism  that encom passes 
everyone in India and the 
w orld. In a s im ila r ve in. 
Mark Tully. a veteran BBC 
journalist spending decades 
in India quotes a Christian 
scholar Ninian Smart who 
wrote "W orld Religions: A 
D ialogue". Sm art w rote a 
dialogue between a H indu, a 
Muslim, a Christian, a Jew. 
and a Buddhist. In the end. 
Sm art says to  the  H indu. 
"You have half persuaded 
me to look upon doctrines in 
a more Hindu way. But I give 
notice that however Hindu 
I may be. I shall remain a 
Hindu Christian". That is 
the spirit o f  accommodation 
with other faiths and respect 
FoRB.

At any rate, FoRB in a 
pluralist socicty and politics 
is essential to reinforce the 
ro le  o f  re lig ion  in public 
life that m itigates hatred, 
divisivcncss, religious vio­
lence and other tragic and 
evil consequences associated 
with it. — INFA

( The w riter is Prof. In - 
h'nt/itiitinil Ri-hitiunx JIM- 
MC)
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M arxists, m agicians, m urderers: 
SE A sia through a crim e series

I I is far  from  th e  s m a lle s t n a tio n  in  S o u th e a s t 
A s ia  b u t g e ts  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y  i t s  A S E A N  
n e ig h b o u rs  in  b o th  n a m e  a n d  fa m e . H o w ev e r, 
c r im e  f ic t io n ,  w h ic h  h a s  sh o n e  th e  s p o t l ig h t  on 

c o u n tr i e s  in  A fr ic a 's  t r a c k le s s  b u s h , te e m in g  L atin  
A m e ric a n  te n e m e n ts , a n d  S o u th  P a c if ic 's  s c e n ic  bu t 
i s o la te d  is la n d s , d o c s  th e  sa m e  fo r L aos .

T h is  is  e o u r ie sy  o f  B r i t i s h -A u s t ra l ia n  te a c h e r ,  
r ig h ts  a c t iv i s t ,  a u th o r  a n d  c a r to o n is t  C o l in  C o tte r -  
i l l ,  w h o , w ith  his D r  S i r i s e r ie s  s e t  in  L a o s  o f  the  
m id - l9 7 0 s - c a r ly  1 9 8 0 s , e v o c a t iv e ly  b r in g s  o u t  th e  
l if e ,  so c ia l  m o te s  a n d  n o rm s , a n d  p o li t ic s  o f  th is  
s o le  la n d lo c k e d  S o u th e a s t A s ia n  c o u n try .

T h e  t im e  p e rio d  is  e q u a l ly  im p o r ta n t  in  d e p ic t ­
in g  S o u th e a s t A sia  w h en  it w a s  fa r  f ro m  th e  to u r ­
i s t p a ra d is e  o f  today  a n d  im p a c te d  by  su p e rp o w e r  
r iv a l ry  - p a r t ic u la r ly . L ao s , th e n  in  th e  th ro e s  o f  
r e v o lu t io n a r y  c h an g e  to o .

W h ile  p e o p le  u s u a l ly  re m e m b e r  1970s in  S o u th ­
e a s t A sia  fo r  the  V ie tn am  w ar  • a n d  then  th e  K hm er 
R o u g e 's  d e p re d a t io n s  in  C a m b o d ia .  L a o s  w a s  a lso  
im p a c te d . L ik e  its e a s te r n  n e ig h b o u r 's  V ie t C o n g , it 
h ad  a C o m m u n ist m o v e m en t ( P a th e t L ao ), a ls o  b o rn  
in  F ra n c e  in  the 1 9 30s. a n d  a c t iv e  s in c e  th e  end  o f  
W orld  W ar II w hen  c o lo n ia l  r u le r  F ra n c e  re tu rn e d  
to  ta k e  c o n tro l .  D ra g g e d  w il ly - n i l ly  d ra g g e d  in to  
th e  V ie tn a m  c o n f l ic t .  L ao s  a ls o  e n d e d  up  b y  tu r n ­
in g  c o m m u n is t in  1975 . lik e  th e  n e w ly  re -u n ite d  
V ie tn am  - a n d  like  i t ,  is  s t i l l  C o m m u n is t.

T h is  m a k e s  an e n g a g in g  b a c k d ro p  fo r  th e  15 D r 
S iri m y s te r ie s  • w h e re  a s im p le  - ye t • r e s i l ie n t ,  
m o s t ly  p e a sa n t p e o p le ,  w h o  h o ld  on  to  th e ir  r e l i ­
g io u s  (B u d d h ism ) a n d  fo lk  b e l ie f s  - in c lu d in g  b e ­
l ie f s  in  s p i r i t s ,  face  a C o m m u n is t le a d e rs h ip , w h ic h  
s e e k s  tr a n s fo r m a tio n  on  b a s is  o f  th e ir  th e o r ie s  a nd  
s lo g a n s , a n d  an u n e n te r p r is in g  b u re a u c ra c y . A nd  
th e n , a d v is o r s  from  f ra te rn a l  s o c ia l is t  c o u n tr i e s  - 
th e  S o v ie t U n io n , bu t a ls o  C h in a  - w h ic h  b o rd e r s  
L ao s , a n d  o f  c o u rse . V ie tn a m , p la y  th e i r  p a rt.

T h e  h e ro  o f  the  s e r i e s ,  w h ic h  c a m e  o u t r e g u la r ly  
o n c e  a y e a r  from  2 0 0 4  to  2 0 2 0  ( s a v e  in  2012  a n d  
2 0 1 4 ) is S iri P a ib o u n . a s e p tu a g e n a r ia n  bu t s t i l l  sp ry  
P a r is - t r a in e d  d o c to r  a n d  r e v o lu t io n a r y , r e lu c ta n t ly  
s e rv in g  a s  n a tio n a l c o ro n e r  a f te r  th e  c o m m u n is t  
ta k eo v e r.

C y n ic a l ,  o u tsp o k e n  a nd  i r r e v e re n t ,  he a l s o  h o s ts  
th e  s p i r i t  o f  a 1 ,0 0 0 -y e a r-o ld  sh a m a n , w h ic h  e n ­
a b le s  h im  to  s c :  g h o s ts  o f  th e  u n h a p p ily - d e p a r te d  
• bu t no t c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  th e m . H is  u n s o lic i te d  
s p ir i t  su p p o r t a lso  le a d s  to  h im  tra v e l in  tim e  a nd  
s p a c e  - m o s t ly  n h is  m in d  a n d  d re a m s  - w h e re  th e  
s o lu t io n  o r  d e n o u e m e n t o f  th e  c r im e  b e fo r e  h im  
a re  r e a c h e d  • th o u g h t ho w  e x a c t ly  o n ly  b e c o m e s  
a p p a re n t  la te r .

A lo n g  w ith  l)r  S iri  is  h is  s t a f f  o f  n u rse  D tu i a n d  
o d d jo b  m an  G cu n g  (w h o  h a s  D o w n 's  s y n d ro m e ) , 
lo n g tim e  f r ie n d  a n d  p o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  C iv i l a i .  
p o lic c  in s p e c to r  P h o sy , n o o d lc - s c l lc r  w ith  a c h e ­
q u e re d  p a s t  (an d  la te r  w if e )  M a d am e  D a e n g , a nd

m a n y  o th e r s ,  fro m  a  p u p p e t-m a s te r  to a r e n e g a d e  
B u d d h is t m onk  to  a p a ir  o f  fo rm e r  p r o s t i tu te s  he  
s h e l te r s  in h is  sp ra w lin g  o f f ic ia l  a c c o m m o d a tio n . 
A nd  th e  v i l l a in s  a rc  n u m e ro u s

A ll o f  th e  15 a d v e n tu r e s  d e a l w ith  m u lt ip le  - a n d  
a r t i s t ic a l l y  c o n v o lu te d  - p lo ts  o f  m u rd e r  a n d  m a y ­
h e m . w ith  the  la s t  few  so m e  se e in g  m ost c h a ra c te r s  
s e p a r a t e ly  c o n f r o n t in g  v a r io u s  a rc s ,  w h ic h  m ay  
o r  m a y  no t c o n v e r g e  la te r  o n . b u t  a re  s k i l l f u l ly  
re s o lv e d . T h o u g h  th e re  is  a su p e rn a tu ra l c le m e n t,  
i t  is  no t th e  c a u s e  o f  c rim e .

S i r i  d e b u ts  in  T h e  C o r o n e r 's  L u n c h  ( 2 0 0 4 ) .  
w ith  h is  d e s ir e  to  r e t i r e  n o w  th e  r e s o lu t io n  has 
s u c c e e d e d  b e in g  ru d e ly  d a sh e d  w h e n  h e  is m a d e  
c o ro n e r ,  d e s p i te  no  e x p e r t is e  in  fo re n s ic s . B u t a n y  
h o p e  th e  j o b  m ay  b e  a s in e c u r e  is  d a sh e d  w h e n  he  
h a s  s e v e r a l  m y s te r io u s  d e a th s  to  so lv e  - in c lu d in g  
so m e  l i te r a l ly  o u t  o f  th e  w o rld !

T h ir ty  T h ree  Tee th  (2 0 0 5 )  a ls o  has a b ra c e  o f  
p lo ts  bu t o f f s e t t i n g  i t s  g r im n e s s  is  an e p is o d e  o f  
s u p e r l a t iv e  s a t i r e  w h ere  lo c a l C o m m u n is t o f f i c ia ls  
s e e k  to  im p o s e  r e g u la t io n s  o n  th e  sp ir i t  w o rld , 
w h ile  D isc o  f o r  th e  D e p a r t e d  (2 0 0 6 )  a g a in  has a ll  
s o r t s  o f  s k u ld u g g e r y  in c lu d in g  a to u c h  o f  v o o d o o , 
a C u b a n  s p e c ia l i s t  w h o  is  no t w h a t h e  se em s , w h ile  
S i r i 's  b o s s  s c h e m e s  to  re m o v e  G cu n g .

A n a rc h y  a m I  O ld  D o g s  (2 0 0 7 )  a d d s  j.n a tte m p te d

c o u p  to  a s p a te  o f  u n e x p la in e d  d e a th s  a n d  th e  u n ­
w e lc o m e  a c t  o f  c o n f r o n tin g  an  o ld  f r ie n d  in  th e  
w ro n g , w h ile  T h e  C u rs e  o f  th e  P o g o  S l ic k  (2 0 0 8 )  
d e a ls  w ith  th e  p lig h t  o f t h c  H m o n g  p e o p le , u se d  by  
A m e ric a n s  a s  m e rc e n a r ie s  in  n e ig h b o u rin g  V ie tn am  
a n d  th e n  a b a n d o n e d  to  th e i r  fa te .

T h e  M e r r y  M is o g y n is t  ( 2 0 0 9 )  is  a r e l a t i v e ly  
s tr a ig h tf o rw a rd  ra c c  to  f ind  a s e r i a l  k i l l e r  o f  y o u n g  
w o m e n , b u t m o re  h a rro w in g  is  L o v e  S o n g s  f r o m  a 
S h a llo w  G ra v e  (2 0 1 0 )  w h ic h  c o m b in e s  a f ie n d ish  
t r ip le  m u rd e r  ( a l l  w o m e n )  w ith  a f e n c in g  b la d e  
w h i le  S i r i  g o e s  m is s in g  in  P h n o m  P e n h  w h e re  
K h m e r  R o u g e  u n d e r  B ro th e r  N o .I  (P o l P o t)  h ave  
b e g u n  th e ir  re ig n .

A b r u is e d  S iri  is  th e n  jo in e d  by  s e v e ra l  o ld  a s ­
s o c ia t e s  o n  an  o s te n s ib le  m is s io n  to  s e a rc h  fo r  a 
m is s in g  A m e ric an  a v ia to r  in  S la sh  a n d  B u rn  (2 0 1 1 ). 
w h ich  s e em s a s e n d -o f f  bu t th e  g o o d  d o c to r  h o w ev e r  
r e tu r n s  in  T he  W om an W ho W o u ld n ’t D ie  ( 2 0 1 3 ) , 
w h o se  t i t l e  s a y s  it  a ll .

S ix  a n d  a  H a l f  D e a d ly  S in s  (2 0 1 5 )  s e c s  a f ie n d ­
ish  p lo t b e in g  e x p o se d  a f te r  so m e  m y s te r io u s  c lu e s  
m a k e  th e ir  w ay  to  S i r i ,  a n d  fo rc e  h im  to  v is i t  th e  
c o u n try 's  n o r th  a s  C h in a  in v a d e s  V ie tn am  - w h ile  
he a nd  C iv ila i fend  o f f  a C h in e se  fe in t ,  w h ile  /  S h o t 
th e  B u d d h a  (2 0 1 6 )  h a s  S iri  a n d  D ae n g  on  th e  t r a i l  
o f  S a n g h ra j ( L a o s ' B u d d h is t p a tr i a r c h )  w ho  se e m s

to  b e  d e fe c tin g  to  T h a i la n d , w h ile  C iv i la i  g o e s  to  
p r o b e  a p o s s ib le  B u d d h a  r e in c a r n a t io n  a n d  f a l l s  
in to  s o m e th in g  m o re  s in i s te r ,  a m o n g  m o re  m u rk y  
h a p p e n in g s .

S iri  a id  so m e  o f  h is  f r ie n d s  a c c o m p a n y  th e  L ao s 
te a m  to  th e  b o y c o tt- h i t  M o sc o w  O ly m p ic s  in  T he  
R a t C a tc h e r s ' O ly m p ic s  (2 0 1 7 ) . b u t c o m p lic a t io n s  
a r is e .  D o n 't E a t  M e  (2 0 1 8 )  is  a n  e a r ly  lo o k  a t th e  
il l e g a l  w ild li fe  tr a d e  in  th e  r e g io n , a n d  T he  S e c o n d  
B ig g e s t  N o th in g  (2 0 1 9 )  s e c s  S iri  th r e a te n e d  w ith  
m u rd e r  o f  h is  n e a re s t  a n d  d e a re s t  • a n d  tr a w ls  in to  
th re e  e p iso d e s  fro m  h is  p a s t  - a  p o l i t ic a l  a s s a s s in a ­
tio n  in  1930s P a r is ,  an  a rt sc am  in  1 9 5 0 s  c o lo n ia l  
L ao s , and  a PO W  e x c h a n g e  in V ie tn am  in th e  1970s 
• to  f ig u re  w ho  is  b e h in d  th r e a t .  It a ls o  s e c s  o n e  o f  
th e  c rew  b id  g o o d b y e .

T h e  s c r ie s  e n d s  w ith  T he  D e l ig h t fu l  L i fe  o f  a 
S u ic id e  P ilo t (2 0 2 0 ) .  w h ere  the  d ia ry  o f  a W W II-cra  
J a p a n e se  p i lo t ,  s e n t to  S iri . is  an  e le g a n t y e t p o w e r­
fu l te s tim o n y  to  th e  h o r ro r s  o f  w a r  a n d  th e  h u m a n  
m in d 's  re sp o n se  a n d  how  th e  c o n f l i c t  s t r c tc h c s  in to  
th e  p re se n t.

A m a s te r  b le n d  o f  v a ry in g  e le m e n ts ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  f a n ta s tic  a n d  p o l i t ic a l ,  th e  s c r ie s  a re  an u n f o r ­
g e t ta b le  lo o k  in to  a r e c e n t ,  u n s e t t le d  p a s t ,  w h ere  
m o s t o f  the  a p p lia n c e s  w e ta k e  fo r  g r a n te d  a re  no t 
th e re ,  and  n o r  a re  th e  o th e r  c e r ta in t ie s !  ( IA N S )

‘History books must be rewritten in the light of the truth’
By V ish n u  M a k h i ja n i

I n d ia  is  r is in g  a g a in  to d a y  at 
th e  fo re fro n t o f  a  n e w  g lo b a l 
s p ir i tu a l  c iv i l iz a t io n  w ith  a 

c o sm ic  v is io n , says an  e x te n s iv e ­
ly  r e s e a rc h e d  book  th a t  p r o v id e s  
a fre sh  p e rsp e c t iv e  on  how  In d ian  
c iv i l iz a t io n  w as im p a c te d  b y  th e  
fo rc e s  o f  th e  W est.

K a n c h a n  H a n c r j c e 's  T h e  
C ra sh  o f  a  C iv i l iz a t io n  (P r a b h a t  
P ra k a sh a n )  c r i t ic a l ly  v ie w s  how  
th e  p ro fo u n d  and  lo n g - te rm  in f lu ­
e n c e  o f  f o re ig n  id e o lo g ie s  a n d  
fo rc e s  su c h  a s  C h r is t ia n . I s la m ic , 
and  la te r  c o lo n is ts ,  w e s te r n , a n d  
M a rx i s t s  h a v e  im p a c te d  I n d ia ,  
h e r  so c ie ty ,  anti p e o p le .

H e p r o v id e s  a te l l in g  in s ig h t 
i n to  th e  c r a s h  o f  o n e  o f  th e  
w o rld 's  o ld e s t  c iv i l iz a t io n s  a n d  
b r in g s  th e  h is to r ic a l  v ie w  th a t 
e x p la in s  b o th  w hy  th e  In d ie  (o r  
B h a r a t iy a ,  to  u se  th e  S a n s k r i t  
w o rd )  c iv i l iz a t io n  has b e e n  d e n i­
g ra te d  a n d  w h y  it  is  r is in g  a g a in  
to d a y  a t th e  fo re fro n t o f  a new- 
g lo b a l sp ir i tu a l  c iv i l iz a t io n  w ith  
a c o sm ic  v is io n .

" In d ie  c iv i l iz a t io n  is  fo u n d e d  
o n  th e  id e a ls  o f  th e  R is h is  o f  th e  
p a s t .  T h is  is  a lso  c a l le d  a V cdic 
c iv i l iz a t io n ,  a Y ogic c iv i l iz a t io n  
th a t is  th e  m osi o p e n  a n d  p lu ra l 
in  h is to r y .  B ui in  m a n y  w a y s , 
th e  A b ra h a m ic  id e a s  a n d  id e a ls  
a re  th e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  th e  R ish i 
c iv i l iz a t io n ."

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  p r e s e n t - d a y  
C h r is t ia n i ty  p r o p a g a te s  th a t  w e  
a ll  a re  s in n e rs  due  to  th e  ‘o r ig in a l 
s in ’ o f  A dam  a nd  E v e . a n d  fo r  
re d e m p tio n . C h r is t w a s  b o rn , a n d  
w c m u s t fo llo w  h im  a s  th e  so n  o f  
G o d ,"  B a n e r je c  to ld  IA N S  in  an  
in te rv ie w .

"O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  U pan i-  
sh a d s  s a y  th a t *vc a rc  A m r ita s y a  
p u tr a h  - c h ild re n  o f  im m o rta ls ,  
n o t  s in n e r s .  I s la m ic  A z a n  is  a 
c a l l  to  N a m a z  c l e a r l y  s t a t i n g  
th a t  'A lla h  is  the  o n ly  g o d  a n d  
a ll  o th e rs  a rc  fa ls e '.  W h e re a s  th e  
R is h i  c iv i l i z a t i o n  s a y s .  E k a m  
s a l  v ip ra h  v a h u d h a  v a d a n li • th e  
t ru th  is  o n e  bu : c a n  b e  re a l iz e d  
v ia  d i f f e r e n t  p a th s .

" A b r a h a m i c  r e l i g i o n s  b e ­
l ie v e  in  e x c lu s iv i ty ,  w h e re a s  the  
B h a ra tiy a  c iv i l iz a t io n 's  h a llm a rk  
is  in in c lu s iv c n e s s .  It sa y s  Vasud-  
h a iv a  k u iu m b a k a m  - th e  e n t ir e  
w o rld  is  o n e  la rg e  fa m ily .

" B e c a u se  o f  th e s e  id e a ls  a n d  
v i s i o n s .  I n d ia  n e v e r  a t t a c k e d  
a n o th e r  c o u n try . I n d ia 's  p r o p a ­
g a t io n  o f  i d e a s ,  t h o u g h ts ,  s c i ­
e n c e . te c h n o lo g y , a r ts .  e tc . .  w as  
d o n e  p e a c e f u l ly ,  w i th o u t  a n y  
c o lo n iz a t io n  o r  im p e r ia l d e s ig n s . 
G li t t e r in g  tru th  a n d  e v id e n c e  a re  
f o u n d  in  th e  S o u th  E a s t  A s ia n  
c o u n tr ie s .

" S o . I h a v e  d e v o te d  a g o o d  
a m o u n t  to  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th e  
b ir th ,  r is e ,  a n d  s p re a d  o f  A b ra ­
h a m ic  id e a s .  T h e n  o n ly  o n e  c an  
u n d e rs t a n d  h o w  th e y  im p a c te d  
In d ia  a n d  w h y ,” B a n e r je c  e la b o ­
ra te d .

S p e a k in g  a b o u t  th e  r e s e a r c h  
th a t w en t in to  th e  b o o k , he s a id  
fro m  c h ild h o o d , h ad  r e a d  a b o u t 
c e r ta in  e v e n ts  in  In d ia n  h is to ry  
w h ic h  d id  n o t  m a k e  m u c h  se n se . 
F o r  e x a m p le .  S l ie r  S h a h  b u i l t  
th e  G ra n d  T ru n k  R o a d  in  f iv e  
y e a r s .  B ut it is  a p u r e  m y th  wc 
k n o w  to d a y . H e  a l s o  r e a d  th a t 
In d ia  w as  'th e  G o ld e n  B ird ';  e v ­
e ry b o d y  w a n te d  to  c o m e  to  In d ia  
fo r  w e a lth , b e  it  V asco  D a G am a , 
C o lu m b u s , o r  A m e rig o  V esp u c c i . 
A c c o rd in g  to  B r i t i s h  e c o n o m is t 
A n g u s  M a d d iso n . In d ia  had  th e  
l i o n 's  s h a re  in  w o rld  G D P  f o r  
m a n y  c e n tu r ie s .

" A f t e r  I c a m e  to  A m e r ic a  
a n d  sa w  th e  p r o s p e r i ty  h e re  and  
w o n d e re d  w h at h a p p e n e d  to  th e  
'g o l d e n  b i r d ' a n d  w 'hat c a u s e d  
i t s  d o w n fa l l ,  th a t  t r ig g e re d  m e 
to  e x p lo r e  w h a t  a re  th e  e v e n ts  
t h a t  s h a p e d  th e  e v e n tu a l  f a te  
o f  In d ia  a s  w e  se c  it  to d a y . F o r  
th a t ,  o b v io u s ly . I had  to  look  in to  
th e  o u ts id e  fo rc e s  w ho  w e re  the  
c a u sc  o f  th is  d o w n fa l l ."  B a n er je c  
e x p la in e d .

N o t b e in g  a  h i s t o r i a n ,  he  
s ta r te d  to  d o  h is  o w n  r e s e a r c h .  
H e w as  e n ro l l e d  in  s e v e r a l  o n ­
l in e  l i b r a r i e s  g lo b a l ly .  H e  s a t  
a t  H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs i ty  a n d  o th e r  
l ib r a r ie s  a n d  p u rc h a se d  a n u m b e r

o f  b o o k s .
"M y o n ly  g o a l wa> to  f in d  o u t 

the  tru th  a b o u t In d i) .  T h e  book  
is  th e  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
o f  r e s e a r c h ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  tw o  
y e a r s  C o v id  p a n d e m ic  p e r io d .” 
B a n e r je c  sa id .

T h e re  is  a  g ro w in g  c o n v e r s a ­
tio n  a ro u n d  how  In c ia  h a d  w a r ­
r io r s  w h o  r e s i s t e d  o n s l a u g h t s  
a n d  r a id s  b u t  o v e r  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  y e a r s  it c o n tin u e d  to  lo se  i ts  
p a rts  b it  by  b i t .  H ow  a n d  w h y  is  
i t s  a w a k e n in g  to  th e  lo s t  h is to ry  
im p o r ta n t no w ?

f ---------- Ta T T T -------------:-------------8

" A t s o m e  p o in t  in  h i s t o r y ,  
In d ia  h ad  g r e a t  k n o w le d g e  a n d  
t r a d e  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  A ra b s . 
A n e x a m p le  is  B a g h d a d  d u r in g  
the  ru le  o f  C a lip h  M aroon  R a sh id  
( a ro u n d  8 0 0  C E ). T h is  w as  th e  
g o ld e n  p e r io d  o f  Is la m ic  h is to ry  
w h e n  k n o w le d g e ,  c u l tu r e ,  a n d  
a r t s  p e a k e d  u n t i l  ih e  M o n g o l 
h o rd e s  a n d  c h i ld r e n  o f  C c n g iz  
K han  a rr iv e d . T h e  A ra b s le a rn e d

In d ia n  m a th e m a tic s ,  a s tro n o m y , 
m e d ic in e , a n d  m a n y  o th e r  s u b ­
je c ts  from  In d ian  tc a c h c rs ."  B a- 
n e r je e  s a id .

"T h e  n e x t p h a se  o f  Is la m ic  h is ­
to ry  is  v e ry  b lo o d y . M o st c o u n ­
tr ie s  in  A fr ic a ,  th e  M id d le  E a s t, 
a n d  so m e  p a r ts  o f  E u ro p e  fe ll  to  
th e  J ih a d i  m is s io n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
C a lip h s .

" It to o k  m u c h  lo n g e r  fo r th e s e  
M o n g o l - T u r k o - l s la im is t  f o r c e s  
to  p e n e tr a t e  th e  b o rd e r s  o f  In d ia , 
a t  th a t  tim e , f i r s t ,  A fg h a n is ta n . 
K ab u l a n d  Z a b u l f e ll b e tw e e n  in

the  8 th  c en tu ry . I t w as  a ro u n d  900  
C E  w h en  S in d h  fe ll . A fg h a n is ta n , 
th e n  by  M a h m u d  G h a z n i a ro u n d  
1000  C E . It w as  a p e a c e fu l H in - 
d u - B u d d h s i t - Z o r o a s t r ia n  s ta te .  
D ue to  a  lack  o f  m il ita ry  p o w e r , it 
e a s i l y  f e ll  u n d e r  th e  in v a s io n s .

" B u t  w h e n  th e  f o r c e s  c a m e  
n e a r  S in d h . R a ja  D ah ir  g a v e  h uge  
r e s i s ta n c e  a g a in s t  th e  f o rc e s  o f  
13iii K as im . B ut d u e  to  d e s t in y , a

s n o w s to rm  c h a n g e d  th e  h is to ry  
o f  th is  r e g io n . T h e  H indu  S h a h i 
d y n a s ty  r u le d  o v e r  th e  K a b u l 
V a l le y  ( N o r th e a s t e r n  A fg h a n i­
s ta n ) ,  G a n d h a ra  (K a n d a lw r) , a nd  
p r e s e n t- d a y  N o rth w e s te rn  In d ia  
b e tw e e n  8 5 0  C E  a n d  1026  C E . 
M a h a ra ja  J a y a p a la d e v a  w as  th e  
r u le r  o f  th e  H in d u  S h a h i d v n a s ty  
fro m  9 6 4  C E  to  1001 C b . B o th  
k in g s  d e f e n d e d  th e  la n d  h e r o ­
ic a lly  a g a in s t  th e  in v a s io n s  o f  th e  
G h a z n a v id s .

" M a h m u d  le d  17 e x p e d it io n s  
in to  I n d i a .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  w a s  
in  1001 C E . a nd  th e  la s t o n e  in  
1027  C E . H e  h ad  tw o  m o  iv e s  •• 
p lu n d e r in g  th e  r ic h e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
te m p le s  a n d  p a la c e s  o f  the la n d , 
a n d  te r r o r iz i n g  a n d  c o n v e r t in g  
th e  lo c a l p o p u la t io n s  in to  Is la m . 
H is  ta c t i c s  w e re  's u rp r is e  sh o c k
a t t a c k ' a n d  'h i t  a n d  r u n '.  T h e  
p e a c e fu l  k in g d o m s  w e re  u n p r e ­
p a re d  fo r  such  o u t-o f - th c -b lu c  a t ­
ta c k s .  H o w ev e r, th e y  gave  h e ro ic  
r e s i s ta n c e  a n d  o f te n  d e fe a te d  th e  
e n c r o a c h in g  e n em y . M u slim  a n d  
M a rx is t h is to r ia n s  w o u ld  call h is  
a t ta c k s ' b a t t le s ' a n d  'w a rs ' •• but 
m any  o f  h is  a t ta c k s  w ere  j a s t  su d ­
d e n  ra id s  lik e  an  o rg a n iz e d  b a n d  
o f  ro b b e rs  a n d  p ir a te s ,"  B a n er je c  
e x p la in e d .

D u e  to  M a h m u d 's  a t t a c k s .  
In d ia 's  w e s te rn  f ro n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
A f g h a n i s t a n  a n d  P u n ja b ,  w a s  
o v e r r u n  w ith  m u c h  d c s t 'u c t io n  
a n d  b lo o d s h e d . S im ila r ly . K h ilji  
d e s tr o y e d  m a n y  o f  In d ia 's  g re a t 
c e n te r s  o f  le a rn in g  a n d  in n o v a ­
t io n . su c h  as  N a la n d a . th e  a u th o r  
s a id .

"W c o f te n  rea d  in  o u r  h is to ry  
b o o k s  th a t  th e  in v a d e rs  d e fe a te d  
In d ia n s . I t is  a b la ta n t  lie .  In r e a l­
ity . th e  in v a d e rs  had  a re a lly  h a rd  
t im e  in  I n d ia .  F ro m  A fg h a n is ta n  
to  A ssa m . K ash m ir  to  K arn a tak a , 
th e y  m o s t ly  f a c e d  d c f c e ts  a n d  
r e t r e a t s  e v e r y w h e r e  d u e  to  th e  
In d ia n  h e ro e s . C o lo n is t-M a z is t -  
I s la m is t  h i s t o r ia n s  c o v e r e d  up  
m u c h  o f  i t .  O n ly  n o w , s lo w ly , 
w c  a rc  f in d in g  o u t  a b o u t ih e  rea l 
h e ro e s  o f  In d ia ,  no t j u s t  S h iv a ji . 
R a n a  P r a ta p  a n d  G u ru  G o b in d  
S in g h , bu t m any  o th e r  g rea t k in g s

a c r o s s  I n d i a .  O n  th e  w e s t e r n  
f ro n t ,  w e  h ad  th e  S a h i K in g d o m , 
a n d  R a ja  D a h i r  a n d  J a y a p a l a  
m a d e  g re a t s a c r i f ic e s  to  p ro te c t 
th e  la n d .

" In  G u ja ra t .  C 'h a lu k y a  S o la n k i 
R a jp u ts  a n d  Q u e e n  N a ik  D e v i 
p r o t e c t e d  G u ja r a t  d u r in g  th e  
a t t a c k s  o f  G h o r i .  In K a s h m ir .  
K in g s  L a l i t a d i t y a  M u k ta p id a  
a n d  S a n g r a m r a ja  d e fe n d e d  th e  
f o r e ig n  f o rc e s  m a n y  t im e s .  In 
A s s a m . A h o m  K in g s , in c lu d in g  
R a ja  P r i th v i ,  V isw a  S h a rm a . a n d  
L a c h h i t  B o r p u k h a n .  d e f e a t e d  
th e  M u g h a l a t ta c k s  17 tim e s  a nd  
n e v e r  s u r r e n d e r e d . "  B a n e r je c  
p o in te d  o u t.

A lso , th e  N ay a k a  K in g s  o f  Te- 
le n g a n a  d ro v e  o f f  th e  T u a g h la q s . 
R a n i K ra n a v a ti  o f  G a rh w a l d e ­
fe a te d  th e  M u g h a l*  a n d  c u t  th e
n o s c s  o f  th e  c a p tu r e d  M u g h a l 
s o ld i e r s .  A n d  e v e n  in B e n g a l .  
R an i B h a v a s h a n k a r i d e fe a te d  th e  
M u g h a l. P a th a n  f o r c e s  a t  l e a s t  
th r e e  tim es .

"A n d  a ls o ,  i t  is  n o t  tru e  th a t 
H in d u  k in g s  la c k c d  u n ity . T h e re  
w ere  in n u m e ra b le  h is to r ic a l  in ­
s ta n c e s  o f  g re a t a l l ia n c e s  o f  k in g s  
a n d  k in g d o m s  to  d e fe a t  fo re ig n  
e n e m ie s  f ro m  th e  t im e  o f  th e  
S a k a s . H u n s , T u rk s , A ra b s , a n d  
M u g h a ls ,"  B a n e r jc e  s a id .

N o t in g  th a t  I n d i a  s u r v iv e d  
m a n y  o n s l a u g h t s  o n  h e r  la n d , 
p e o p l e ,  a n d  c u l t u r e  a n d  th a t  
I n d ia n  s o ld i e r s ,  b o th  m e n  a n d  
w om en fough t a n d  g a v e  h e ro ic  r e ­
s is ta n c e  fo r  c e n tu r ie s ,  th e  a u th o r  
sa id :  " Y e s. B h a ra t h a s  lo s t m a n y  
te r r i to r ie s  o v e r  a few  c e n tu r ie s ,  
m o s t ly  d u e  to  th e  in c re a s e  in  th e  
p o p u la t io n  o f  c o n v e r te d  p e o p le ,  
b y  f o rc e , d e c e i t ,  o r  a l lu r e m e n t  
fo r r e w a rd s"  a n d  y e t it  s u rv iv e d  
a lo n g  w ith  th e  V ed as, th e  B h a g a-  
va t G ita ,  a nd  m o s t o f  i t s  s a c re d  
p la c e s .

" S o .  th e  t r u th  m u s t  b e  r e ­
s e a r c h e d  a n d  to ld  to  o u r  n e w  
g e n e r a t io n .  H is to ry  b o o k s  m u s t 
be  r e w r i t te n  in  l ig h t  o f  th e  tru th  
o f  o u r  h is to ry . A fte r  a l l .  In d ia 's  
m o tto  i s  'S a ty a m c v a  J a y a t c '  - 
T ru th  A lo n e  T r iu m p h s ."  B a n er je c  
c o n c lu d c d . (IA N S )
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Faiz Ahmed 
in verse but

By N ik a s  D a t tu

R o m a n tic  and  re v o lu t io n a ry  fe rv o u r  m a y  se em  
p o la r  o p p o s ite s  bu t th is  U rd u  p oe t a c h ie v e d  
a  u n iq u e  b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  th e m , d e s c r ib in g  

h is  o w n  c o u rs e  o n : M a q a a m  'F a iz ' ra a lt m e in  k o i  
ja c h a  h i n a h i/J o  k u u -e -y a a r  s e  n ik le .  lo s u u - e - d a a r  
(s c a f fo ld ) c h a le .

A nd w h ile ,  he c o u ld  s a y  H h o o le  s e  m u s k u r a  to  
d iv e  th e  w oh  a a j 'F a iz ‘/M a t p u c h  w a lw a le  d il- e -n a a -  
k a r d a k a a r  k e  o r B a z m -e - k h a y a a l  m e in  te re  Im sn  k i 
s h a m a a  j a l  g a y i /D a r d  k a  c h a a n d  b u jh  g a y  a. h i j r  k i  
ra a t  d h a l  g a y i ,  he  c o u ld  a d d re s s  h is  p a ra m o u r  a s: 
M tijh  s e  p a h l i  s im o h a h b a t  m e re  m e ltb o o b  na  m a a n g  
a n d  c i te  som e  g o ry  a n d  u n s e t t l i n g  im a g e s  o f  s u f ­
fe r in g  to  m a in ta in  A u r  b h i  d u k h  h a i  za m a a n e  m e in  
m o h a b b a l k e  s iv a .. .

F a iz  A h m e d  ’F a iz '. w h o  w as  b o rn  on  F e b ru a ry  11. 
1911 , w as  no t ilic f i r s t  r e v o lu t io n a r y - ro m a n tic  po e t 
b u t th e  la te s t  in  a n  i l l u s tr io u s  lin e  th a t in c lu d e d  th e  
l ik e s  o f  A lla m a  Iq b a l,  S h a b b ir  H asan  K h a n  'J o s h  
M a lih a b a d i '.  M iu la n a  S y c d  F a z l-u l -H a s a n  'H a s ra t  
M ohani* w ho  o ~ ig in a lly  g a v e  th e  s lo g a n  Im jiiilu b  
Z in d a b a d  b u t t l s o  p e n n e d  C h u p k e  C h tip k e  R a a t  
D in ...  • th a t h e a r t- tu g g in g  o d e  to  th e  m e m o ry  o f  
o n e 's  f i r s t  lo v e  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  p a la d in s .

H o w e v e r, he  w a s  a b u n d le  o f  c o n tra c t io n s . B o rn  
in an a ff lu e n t fam ily , w ith  h is  fa th e r  S u ltan  M u h a m ­
m ad  K han  b e in g  a p ro m in e n t b a r r i s te r  a n d  a fo rm er  
a id e  to  A fg h a n is ta n 's  " Iro n  E m ir"  A b d u r  R ahm an  
K han  ( re ig n e d  1 8 8 0 -1 9 0 1 ), h e  b e c a m e  a l i f e lo n g  
C o m m u n is t even  b e c o m in g  a r e c ip ie n t  o f  L en in  
P e a c e  P r iz e .

A fte r  a s t in t  a s  a te a c h e r ,  h e  jo in e d  th e  B r itish  
In d ia  A rm y  in 1942 a n d  ro se  to  th e  ran k  o f  L t C o l 
( b e fo re  r e s ig n in g  h is  c o m m is s io n  in  19 4 7  to  p ro te s t 
a g a in s t  th e  K ash m ir  w ar)  a n d  th e n  w a s  in v o lv e d  
in P a k is ta n ’s  first a t te m p te d  m il i ta ry  c o u p  the  
1951 R aw alp in d i C o n sp ira c y , p ro p e lle d  by  a c u rio u s  
c o m b in a t io n  o f  le f t i s t  p o l i t ic i a n s  a n d  a m a v e r ic k  
g e n e r a l .

A f te r  th is  e p iso d e  (w h ic h  m e a n t  f o u r  y e a r s  in  
j a i l  — w h e re  he e n d e d  up w r i t in g  so m e  o f  h is  b e s t 
p o e try ) ,  F a iz  be ca m e  a f e rv e n t o p p o n e n t o f  m il ita ry  
d ic ta to r s ,  sp e n d in g  lo n g  y e a r s  in  e x i le  d u r in g  su c h  
p e r io d s  o f  h is  c o u n try ’s  h is to ry .

W h ile  h e  w ro te  im p a s s io n e d  p o e try ,  F a iz ,  in  
p e rs o n , w a s  so f t- s p o k e n , r e t i c e n t ,  r e lu c ta n t  to  e x ­
p re s s  h is  v ie w s  o u ts id e  h is  v e rs e ,  a n d  re c o n c ile d  
h is  M a rx is t b e l ie f s  w ith o u t fo rs a k in g  h is  Is la m ic  
fa i th ,  a s  p e r  his e ld e s t  g ra n d s o n  a n d  b io g ra p h e r ,  
A li M a d e e h  lla sh m i.

W h en  h is  f i r s t  c o l le c t io n  o f  p o e t ry  N a q s h - e -

F a r y a d i  • a t i t le  ta k en  f ro m  th e  f ir s t  l in e  o f  the  
f i r s t  g h a z a l  in  G h a l ib 's  d iw a n  w a s  p u b lis h e d  in 
1941 . a c r i t ic  o p in e d  th a t " th e  g h a z a l is no t bad . It 
is  b a la n c e d , e lo q u e n t ,  a n d . u n l ik e  F a iz  h im s e lf ,  th e  
v e rse s  a c tu a l ly  sa y  so m e th in g " .

A nd  th e n . F a iz 's c o lo u r fu l  l i f e  saw  S he ikh  A b d u l­
lah  p e rfo rm e d  h is  N ikah  to  a B ritish  .vom an c o m ­
m u n is t, h is  p re fe r re d  re a d in g  in  j a i l  b e ir  g  S a rv ep a lli  
R a d h a k r is h n a 's  m a g is te r ia l  In d ia n  P h ilo s o p h y . a n d  
o n e  o f  h is  c e le b ra te d  g h a z a ls  — H w n k e  th e h re  
a jn a b i ,  b a se d  on  th e  th e m e  o f  P a k is ta n -B a n g la d c sh  
r e c o n c il ia t io n  b e in g  w ri t te n  d u r in g  i. D h ak a  v is i t  
on  a re q u e s t b y  S h e ik h  M u jib u r  R c h n u n .

F a iz  w a s  m u c h  c h a m p io n e d  b y  2 u l f i q a r  A li 
B h u t to , w h o  f a v o u re d  h im  a n d  e v en  fre ed  le g e n d ­
a ry  P u n ja b i p o e t U s ta d  D am an , ja i le d  fo r  a poem  
m o c k in g  B h u t to , o n  h is  u rg in g . H o w ev e r, B h u t to 's  
o v e r th r o w  a n d  su b s e q u e n t  e x e c u tio n  le d  F a iz  
to  a n o th e r  p e r io d  o f  e x i le ,  w h ic h  o n ly  e n ded  in m id- 
1982  w h e n  h e  c a m e  b a ck  to  h is  h o m e lan d  in  d e c l in ­
in g  h e a l th  a n d  p a s se d  a w a y  in  N o v em b er  1984 .

B u t w h i le  F a iz  h a d  a b a n d o n e d  a n y  p o l i t ic a l  
a d v e n tu r is m , he n e v e r  s h ie d  a w a y  from  d e v o tin g  
h is  p o e try  to  k e e p  a t ta c k in g  ty ra n n y , im p e r ia l ism , 
in iq u i ty , h y p o c r is y , a n d  in h u m a n ity .

H o w e v e r ,  w h a t  m a k e s  h is  p o e t ry  s ta n d  o u t  is  
ho w  it p e rm e a te d  la n g u a g e . S e v e ra l o f h i s  c o u p le ts  
f re q u e n t ly  f ig u re d  in c o n v e r s a t io n , in c lu d in g  A u r

b h i d u k h  h a i  z a m a a n e  m e in  m o h a b b a l ke  s iv a . . . .  D U  
n a - u m e e d  to  n a h i. n a k a a m  h i  to  h a i . . . .  Ik  fu r s a t - c -  
g u n a h  m ili. w o  bh i c h a a r  d in .. .  w h ile  Ter I  a a n k h o n  
ke  s iv a a  d u n iy a  m e in  r a k h a  k iv a  h a i. . .  e v en  w en t to  
b e  u se d  a s  a t i t le  o f  a H in d i f ilm  so n g .

T h e n . F a iz  h ad  th e  g o o d  fo r tu n e  o f  h a v in g  so m e  
o f  th e  s u b c o n tin e n t 's  g re a te s t s in g e r s  im p la n t h is  
c re a t io n s  in  p u b lic  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w ith  th e ir  m a s te r ­
fu l r e n d it io n s  - N o o r  J c h a n  w ith  M u jh  s e  p e h l i  s i  
m o h a b b a l m e re  m e h b o o b  n a  m a a n g  ( p ic tu r i s c d  on  
th e  e th e r e a l  S h a m im  A ra  in  f ilm  Q a id i) ,  N a y y a a ra  
N o o r 's  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  H a m  k e  th e h r e  a ja n a a b i . . . .  
M chdi H asa n  w ith  G u lo n  m e in  r a n g  b h a r e .. .  B egum  
A k h ta r  p e rf o rm in g  S h a a m -e -F ir a a q ..  F a r id a  K h a- 
num  s in g in g  D o n o n  ja h a n  t e r i  m o h a b b a l m e in  h a r  
k e .. .  o r  Iq b a l B a n o 's  s p ir i te d  H u m  d e k h e n g e .. .

A n d  o n e  o f  th e  le s s e r-k n o w n  but e q u a l ly  p o w e r ­
fu l is  Yeh k a u n  s a k h i  h a i , a  re n d it io n  o f  h is  po e m  
Ir a n i  tu lb a  k e  n a a m  - a n  o d e  to  I ra n ia n  s tu d e n ts  
p r o te s t in g  a g a in s t  th e  S h a h , b y  th e  le g e n d a ry  M a ­
lik a  P u k h ra j.

E v e n  w i th o u t  m u s ic a l r e n d it io n s ,  th e  in h e re n t  
rh y th m ic  c a d e n c e  o f  h is  p o e t ry  w a s  e v id e n t  — 
ta k e  v e rs e s  lik e  L a u t  j a a t i  h a i  u d h a r  k o  b h i n a za r  
k y a  k i j iy e /A b  b h i  d i lk a s h  h a i  le ra  h u sn  m a g a r  k ya  
k i j iy e . . .  o r  K a b  n a z a r  m e in  a a y e g i  b e d a a g  s a b z  k i 
b a h a r /K h u n  k e  d h a b b e  d h u le n g e  k i t n i  b a r s a a lo n  
k e  b a a d .

B u t, a m o n g  th e s e . S u b h - e - A z a a d i  - h is  h e a r tf e l t  
la m e n t cn th e  d a y  o f  f re e d o m  fo r  th e  tw o  n e w ly -  
in d e p e n d e n t c o u n tr ie s  a m id  in te r n e c in e  b lo o d sh e d  
b e tw e e n  th e i r  p e o p le s ,  s ta n d s  o u t.

Ye d a u g -d a a g  u ja a la .  y e  s h a b - g a z id a a  s a h a r /  
W oh in te z a a r  th a  j i s  k a a . y e  w o  s a h r  to  n a h i/Y e  
w o sa h a r  to  n a h i  j i s  k i  a r z u  le k a r /C h a le  th e  y a a r  
k i  m i l  j a y e g i  k a h i  n a  k a h i . . .  a n d  e n d in g  w ith  A bhi 
g a a a n i-c - s h a b  m e in  karn i n a h i a a y i /N i ja a t- e - d id a -  
o - d i l  k i  g h a d i n a h i  a a y i /C h a le  c h a lo  k i  w o  m a n z i l  
a b h i  n a h i a a y i.

B u t h is  b e s t w o rk  - e v en  m ore  th a n  th e  o f t- c i te d  
B o l  a n d  T a n h a i - w a s  th e  a n th e m  H um  d e k h e n g e  
a tta c k in g  th e  Z ia  u l- l la q  r e g im e 's  ty ra n n y .

In  i t s  f irs t p u b lic  p e rfo rm a n c e  in  L a h o re  in  1985 
o n  h is  f i r s t  d e a th  a n n iv e r s a ry  it  le d  to  a  n e a r  

r io t.  W ea rin g  a sa ri ( b a n n e d  b y  th e  r e g im e ) ,  Iq b a l 
B a n o  ig n ite d  p a s s io n s  w h e n  s h e  r e a c h e d  S a b  ta a j 
u c h a le  ja y e n g e /S a b  ta k h t  g ir a y e  j a y e n g e . . .

A t th is , th e  im p a s s io n e d , ja m p a c k c d  a u d ie n c e  
jo in e d  in . c h a n tin g  I n q u ila b  Z in d a b a d  r e p e a te d ly , 
p r o v in g  th e i r  s p i r i t  h a d  n o t b e en  c ru sh e d  by  th e  
d ic ta to rs h ip . P o w e r  w a s  s w itc h e d  o f f ,  b u t sh e  c o n ­
tin u e d  s in g in g  a n d  so  d id  th e  c h a n ts .

T h e  p < rfo rm a n cc  is  now  ic o n ic  a n d  th e  w o rd s  in ­
sp ire d  the  y o u th  w h o  to o k  to  th e  s tr e e t  a c r o s s  In d ia  
to  p ro te s t a g a in s t  th e  C i t iz e n s h ip  A m e n d m e n t A c t. 
It is  a b e f i t t in g  tr ib u te  to  F a iz . ( IA N S )

‘S ta r - Gazing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bhambi Sunday, FEBRUARY 19, 2023

'Birthday Forecast'
getccmfieled w t h piecoopcration of one and an Ycu Mil make good proyoss 
in your careerbus»ness. Thmo will be monetary gains. There will alto be an 
increase m your meow and coming*. Butness deals MB be gainful. You m» 
alto travel abroad btuuse of work. The obstacle* in your business partner­
ship Mil end and there are chances of gains. You MH be enftusiastic. You MU 
try and work accord Ini lo your wishes Al your wort plans MH bo succwtW 
Opportunities lo earn noney Mil be risen. You Ml have sweetness in mantil 
relations You wil get tap pi ness and the main thing tstiM you wfl bo satisfied 
Marriage of a family irember MM get finalized.

•This week for you’

Aries : (March 21 - April 20) (Mil bean auspidousweek. YouMII get full 
support ol you r bosses and co I eag ues. Those Mio are in bus! ness 
<y trade wli atso got a good response You wli sen your product 
well and as a resiit your profit Mil also rise. Those persons who 
arc Inbanking, finance. 149a! and marketng line Mil also dowel. 
Youwflhavenoshoitageoffunds.Therearegoingtobenomajor 
healtt worries for you. VouMI enjoy a wonderful married Ife. 
love nates wui also come closer to exh ether. Those who are 
lookirg tor suitable partners Mil get good marriage proposals. 
You *111 take your time to reach a final deosttn A person Mil 
be jettvs of your progress 

Taurus : (April 21 • May 21) Wen begin is half e» job done. You wil 
remember fris maxim. You Mil make good start lo your work.' 
busirtss and wnl be care*il about the trmgs You Mil make sure 
Chat Wings start fating from the very bearing and you have no 

f  worrits later on Ycu wil have a good hold on how things unfold. 
Thtrewil be change In your business but clrcumstancoswll bo 
tavorable for you. Some persons may try lo put you under the 

M ' i  scan rer but you wtl cone out unscathed kilamJy. there wil bo 
goodretotions between your spouse and famly members. You 
win ado prepare for a family function. The differences wifi your 
slbllnjs Mil cone to an end. If you at* planning lor Mur* u*e 
care cf all the situabons.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) This week you wfl plan out * *  **ngs wel.
You will make seme changes al yew house and workplace. They 
may took small or insignificant to bejanwi*) but wil have along 
las tin) and beneficial impact You wil be flexible and ready to 

\ #  m j ad .us according to the demands of the situation. You wli be 
lhflb wHh| to accommodate the concerns ot other persons loo. You 

mo hive no financial worries, Your income Mil rise. You Mil 
buy rew Hungs. You wli also enjoy your time Mth yev  taoty 
memters and Mil have a good time. Your tine wil be filled wtfi 
advortureandexclement Ycuwll take inteeestmycu Job, family 
andb jsiness. You MUreaUe the importance of relations in your 
We ard Mil atso value them.

m

(June 22 - July 22) This week you my plan to go out You Mil 
haveenthespot expenses.buttherc is Idle to worry about These 
experse* come naturaty and only for your betterment You have 
toerfoy the things too. You wil be put undercharging situ abon 
in you Job but« Mti nol worry you much. You wli plan out the 
things perfecBy You wil work hard and earn some extra income 
loo. Tiose looking for new Jobs MQ be svccessM Husband and 
Mfc»ti share wonderto bending. It istlmeforlove and romance. 
You wil not doubt everybody's intentions and your doubts wil 
be pu to rest You mu work In tandem Mth others. It is time 10 
lake t lew risks to Mtt your desires.

Lee: (July 23 - August 23) You wil remain active in your work. You wil 
also t« making the best use of raouces that ar* available lo 
you You <nl be a lot more creative In order to >ve new look to 

^  your work. Your efforts wil ghe you lot of money. Tme wil be 
supportive, You w.i make progress and rise m your profession. 
Yourtosiesandcolleagueswilbesuppoitvealol.YouMlspend 
rnontf on buying expensive items. The way your Mestyfe and

*  statw wiirts*. No wonder tme mii be spent splendidly. You wil 
focus on your work. You wil atso fin ish all your tasks easiy and 
Mtaay You m.i be busy in romance, party or entertainment 10 
makoyousetf feel relaxed I  is a wonderW week for ycu 

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22) ThereMllbecoirforts and happiness 
in you Me. You wil fed uplifted and wli be pout \i* about a lot of 
Pihgi YouMilalsodovelopsomeintcresttnwTttng.readingand

( i /  MltK»y<Mrato»-Yuu wMlry lob»*xore jruuix* «idwUl iXelo
tw g learn Pie views ofotnerstoo. You wil make good progress n your
<y V  . jobtwitfess and Ml havo a sms* of achievement Wth your 

strong Ml power anddetermination you Mlldo your best You MII

have no worries » far as your financial matters are concerned. 
You wil plan to decorate your house and workplace. You may 
takeh«pof a mte Horde t<gn trin V*s mailer Ym  wli be in starch 
of something new The tme is ful of fun and entertainment You 
wil have a groat tme with your family.

Libra : (Septomber 23 - Octobor 23) Those are bniiantdays You win 
accomplish all the wsrks Mth you efforts aid hard work. You 
wil also be able lo increase your earrings. New Jobftusiness 
otter w<I come lo you The coordination between husband and 
wife wil be great. You wil atso lake the care* of you children 
seriously andMDplanoutthethngstopertictonYouMaget 
lot of respect and love from famly members. The problems that 
you wil face in your business Ml b« kepi attay. You MII spend 
tme with your family. You wil be receptive towards vwws of 
others. Planetary position wil be in you favx. You MO remain 
busy in wedding preparations. Meeting and ningling wi*i you 
family members w>l give you Immense pleasure

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) You wil be oveiburtfened 
with responsibiities. Youwfl tike out sometime and spend it 
wth your famty. You wil also reman away from dispute and 
controversy. Students MU complete their wcrk on tme. Those

y  preparing for exams Mil be confident abort tfemsetres. You will 
make best use of your talents. Your business interest wil keep 
you busy You Mil set your go Jis and then Karl working upon 
them. Tr«sls time forsert analysis andselfreflocton Good news 
from children's side wli be received. You nuy get gutfanco of 
elder al every step for wftch you M* be grarful. There Mfl be 
an increase In you oarrtngs New opportu4«s MO open up. 
You Ml be full of energy and liveliness.

Sagittarius: (November 23 • December 21)Youtlimewil be spent 
in dfrng good doe* e> is week. Yourseff conftfenco Mllbohqh. 
You wil atso puchase new Items for your hcuse You wil have 
plan* toenpainJ juta butum*. You) tieaMiwia *Im improve. 
Availably of things wta bring happinoss in your life and help to 
make you feel secure. You Mil spend tme cn entertainment and 
fun activities. There wil be situabons of chaages and transfers 
during Viis time The atmosphere al your workplace wil be In 
your favor. Some important deal wil get finalixd. A meeting Mth 
some influential personally wil open doors »f destiny for you 
In tasks involving teamwork and group activities, success MU 
follow you wherever you go.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)Youwligetopportunltiosto 
earn lot of money. You time wil be spent in bj si ness meetngs. 
group tasks and conferences Troubles ftat vere worry eg you 
for a long time win be resolved Thero are ctences of recoving 
many joMjusiness otters. The resUts of competitive exams Ml! 
come In your favor 8elng completely foe us« on you target wta 

M  •• take you forward m life. You potenbals and capatnMies wfl get 
high tghtenod In front ol everyone Peô e MU be completely 
Impressed by you stttfs. Your strings Mil {Ive you lot of love 
and respect Brothers, sisters and famiy members MU poor 
emotions of love for each ether.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18) It is going to be a great week.
You mo be welcomed Mth faaneial success >n you business. 
Your briliant strategy wfl see you through. Ysu wfl take strong 
and important doc-sions in you business otiose effects and 

% resuts wU benc« you for a long time to cone You ml meet
important personal lies. Talks of marriage for unmarried people 
wil be going on. Your famly w»t be your frtiprionty. You also 

v  need to think seriously on plans lor the futsre The works for
wtech you wero excited for a long time wil jet completed as a 
result of you dynamic approach and aM4y to Uke every one 
along M*i you. You Ml also receive bonus and get promotion 
In your Job You may visit some ret^ous place

Pisces :(Fobruary 19- March 20) Yourhealth winshowamajormprove- 
ment You max mum time wil be spent in (an and erfoyment 
Students MU work hard. Mutual retatons between husband and 
wife MU remain cordial. The uiforeseen hurJIes that you were 
having in your work wfl get removed. You wil atso receive a 
pleasant news Keepyou eating habits and daily routne in an 
organized way or else you benefits may tike a toll. You MB 
receive money from somewhere. You wil en;iy perfect bonding 
wM your panncr. Enemies and opponents wil oe aceve BU ww 
gel deteattd You wil complete your usks n a peaceki way. 
Due to fie financial condition being tavorable for you. you MU 
be assured about you future.

Salman Rushdie's Victory City 
review: A storyteller at the 

height of his powers

V ic to ry  C i ty  is  an c p ic  c h ro n ic le  o f  th e  r is e  
a n d  f a l l  o f  V i ja y a n a g a r  ( th e  c a p i ta l  c i ty  
o f  th e  h is to r ic  s o u th e r n  In d ia n  V ija y a n a -  
g a ra  e m p ir e ) ,  w h ic h  a c q u ir e s  th e  n a m e  " B is n a g a ” 

th r o u g h  i l l - f a t e d  a t te m p ts  a t p r o n u n c ia t io n  by  a 
P o r tu g u e s e  t r a v e lle r .

T h e  s to r y  u n f o ld s  a s  a f i c t i o n a l  r e t e l l i n g  o f  
B i s n a g a 's  h is to ry , p re m ise d  on  th e  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  
d is c o v e r y  o f  the  J a y a p a ra ja y a . a p o e m  by  a w r i te r  
n a m ed  P a m p a  K am p an a . R e a d e rs  a re  to ld  th a t  i ts  
t i t le  t r a n s la te s  a s  " V ic to ry  a n d  D e fe a t" .

T h e  u n n a m e d  n a r r a t o r 's  v o ic e o v e rs  a n d  a l te r n a ­
tiv e  v e rs io n s  o f  s to r ie s  a le r t  r e a d e rs  to  th e  in te r s e c ­
tio n s  o f  m e m o ry , m c m o r ia l is a t io n  a n d  h is to ry . A s 
th e  n a rr a to r  e x p la in s :  "W e kn e w  o n ly  th e  ru in s  tha t 
r e m a in e d , a n d  o u r  m e m o ry  o f  i t s  h is to ry  w a s  ru in e d  
a s  w e l l ,  by th e  p a s sa g e  o f  tim e , th e  im p e r fe c t io n s  
o f  m e m o ry ."

T h r o u g h o u t  th e  n o v e l .  R u s h d ie  e x p lo r e s  th e  
p r o c e s s  o f  w r i t in g  h is to ry  -  ho w  it  is  r e c o rd e d  a nd  
how  s ig n i f ic a n c e  is  a p p o r t io n e d . A s P a m p a  K a m ­
pan a  s ta te s :  " H i s to r y  is th e  c o n s e q u e n c e  no t o n ly  
o f  p e o p le 's  a c t io n s  bu t a ls o  th e ir  f o rg e tf u ln e s s .”

R u sh d ie  is  in te r e s te d  in  how  h is to ry  is  a rg u e d  
o v e r  a n d  r e w r i t te n  in  c o n te m p o r a ry  m o m e n ts . In 
p a r t ic u la r ,  he  ta k e s  a im  a t th e  p o p u lis t e x p lo i ta t io n  
o f  h is to r ic a l  n a r r a t iv e s  fo r  p o l i t ic a l  g a in . W c h e a r  
th a t  " f i c t io n s  c o u ld  be  a s  p o w e r fu l a s  h is to rie s '*  
a n d  th a t p a ra d o x ic a l ly  " th e y  w c rc  no  m ore  than  
m a k e  b e l ie v e  b u t th e y  c rc a tc d  tr u th " .

T h ro u g h  h e r  p o e m . P am pa  K am p an a  g e n e ra te s  in  
B i s n a g a ’s  in h a b ita n ts  a c o l lc c t iv c  s ta k e  in  th e  c ity  
a n d  th e  c iv i l i s a t i o n  it w a n ts  to  b u ild . T h e  n ove l 
c h ro n ic le s  th e  f a te  o f  th e  c i ty  th r o u g h  s u c c e s s iv e  
ru le r s ,  w h o  u l t im a te ly  c a u se  i t s  d o w n fa l l .

V ic to ry  C i ty  ta k e s  a n  in te r e s t i n g  p o s i t io n  in 
R u s h d ie 's  w id e r  b o d y  o f  w o rk . In so m e  w ay s it 
c o u ld  b e  rea d  a s  a c o m p a n io n  v o lu m e  to  id e a s  he  
e x p lo re d  in  T he E n c h a n tr e s s  o f  F lo re n c e  (2 0 0 8 ) . 
w h ere  a E u ro p ea n  tr a v e l le r  a r r iv e s  a t th e  c o u r t  o f  
th e  M u g h a l e m p e ro r  A k b a r . c la im in g  to  be  th e  son 
o f  a lo s t M u g h a l p r in c e s s ,  Q a ra  K 0 / ,  w ith  m a g ica l 
p o w e rs .

W om en ta k e  a c e n tr a l  ro le  in  th e  w o rld -b u i ld in g  
o f  b o th  n o v e ls  P a m p a . lik e  Q a ra , is  an  e n c h a n t ­
r e s s .

V ic to ry  C i ty  a l s o  m a rk s  a  r e tu r n  o f  s o r ts  fo r  
R u sh d ie , w ho  h a s  n o t s e t a n o v e l s u b s ta n t ia l ly  on 
th e  In d ia n  s u b c o n tin e n t  fo r  o v e r  a d e c a d e .

A t a t im e  o f  r e s u rg e n t  n a t io n a l is m , R u s h d ie 's  
tu r n  to  th e  h is t o r i c a l  c p ic  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  i t s  
re c o u rs e  to  m e d ie v a l h is to ry  a n d  th e  l in e a g e s  he  
d e v e lo p s .

I t ' s  re m in is c e n t  o f T c lu g u  h is to r ic a l  f ilm  e p ic s  
su c h  a s  B a a h u b a li ( 2 0 1 5 ) . o r  th e  h is to r ic a l  w o r ld s  
c o n ju re d  by H ind i f ilm m a k e rs  such  a s  S a n ja y  L cc la  
B h a n sa li in  B a jir a o  M a s ta n i ( 2 0 I S ) ,  o r  A sh u to sh

G o w a r ik c r  in Jo d h a a  A k b a r  (2 0 0 8 ).
V ic to ry  C i ty  s im i la r  to  T h e  E n c h a n tr e s s  o f  

F lo re n ce  sh o w c a se s  R u sh d ie 's  r e se a rc h . T he novel 
in c lu d e s  a b ib l io g ra p h y  o f  th e  w o rk s  he r e fe re n c e d , 
in c lu d in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  V ija y a n a g a r  fro m  th e  e a r ly  
14 th  to  the la te  1 6 th  c e n tu ry .

R u sh d ie 's  t r a in in g  a s  a h is to r ia n  at C a m b r id g e  
U n iv e rs i ty  r e s o n a te s  in h is  f ic t io n . T h e re  a rc  d e ­
ta i le d  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  c o u r t  l i f e ,  c i ty  d w e l l in g  and  
o f  c n co u n tc rs  w ith  t r a v e lle rs .  T h e re  is  a lso  an  a s tu te  
s e n s e  o f  th e  p a r t i a l i ty  o f  h is to ry  a n d  ho w  p e rs p e c ­
tiv e  a l te r s  in  th e  d if f e r e n t  te l l in g  a n d  r c - te l l in g  o f  
th e  sam e  e v e n t.

In  th is  w ay . V ic to ry  C i ty  s h a rp e n s  th e  r e a d e r 's  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  w ri t in g  o f  h is to ry  a n d  how  it 
c a n  b e  used  to  se rv e  c e r ta in  a g e n d a s .

V ic to ry  C i ty  is  S a lm a n  R u s h d ie 's  f i f te e n th  no v e l 
a n d  th e  f ir s t to  be  p u b lis h e d  s in c c  he  w a s  b r u ta l ly  
a t ta c k e d  in  A u g u s t 2 0 2 2 . w h ic h  le f t h im  w ith  life -  
c h a n g in g  in ju r ie s .

A lth o u g h  c o m p le te d  b e fo re  th e  a t ta c k ,  th e  w o rk  
c an  b e  c o n s id e re d  a r ip o s te  to  w h at R u s h d ie 's  a s ­
s a i la n t  s ta n d s  fo r  in i t s  a p p e a l  to  k in d n e s s  a n d  
to le ra n c e . To th in k  a b o u t V ic to ry  C i ty  p u re ly  in  
te rm s  o :' th i s  in c id e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  R u s h d ie 's  
m a rv e llo u s  e p ic  n o v e l a n  in ju s t ic e .

R u sh d ie  is  an a s s u re d  s to r y te l le r  a t th e  h e ig h t 
o f h i s  p c w e rs , r e v e a l in g  o n c c  a g a in  ho w  im p o r ta n t 
In d ia  is  a s  a  f o u n t o f  h is  im a g in a tio n .

V ic to -y  C i ty  is  p ro fo u n d ly  h u m a n is t .  T h r o u g h ­
o u t.  the re  is an a p p e a l to  j u s t ic c .  r e sp c c t a n d  e q u a l­
ity  a nd  p e rh a p s  a p r ism  th ro u g h  w h ic h  to  r c f lc c t  
o n  how  h c sc  id e a ls  a re  in c re a s in g ly  u n d e r  th re a t.  
R u sh d ie  g iv e s  u s  th e  w o rd s  a n d  s to r ie s  w ith  w h ic h  
to  d e fe n d  th e m . (T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )
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Potential Impact of 
2023 Election

“With public sentiment, nothing can 
fail. Without it, nothing can succeed. ” 

— A b r a h a m  L in c o ln
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Politics of corruption
CORRUPTION pervades all fields linked to the 
establishment from time immemorial. W hat's 
special now is that, with time, its sweep -  and 
the greed o f  bureaucrats and politics is growing 
to humungous levels. The freewheeling corrup­
tion taking place today was unimaginable even 
two dccadcs ago. Lack o f strong reform-minded 
leaders at the helm worsens the scenario. C uri­
ously, the A a n  Aadmi Party (AAP) o f  Arivind 
Kcjriwal that cam e into being 10 years ago too 
is today in the shadow o f suspicion vis-a-vis the 
Delhi Liquor Scam. CBI on Sunday granted a 
plea from deputy chief minister and excise min­
ister Manish Sisodia for a postponement o f  its 
scheduled evidence-taking from him vis-a-vis 
the state’s disbanded liquor sales policy. The 
policy introduced in 2021 had been withdrawn 
following criticism and by citing other reasons. 
One serious allegation linked to this was that a 
liquor rackct titled South Group had paid Rs 100 
crore as bribe to the ailing AAP for use in the 
party 's G oa assembly election campaign. AAP 
denies this and says the policy aimed only at 
ending state role in liquor sale and generating 
more incomc to the exchequer - Rs 9,000 crorc. 
The CBI has made some arrests and speculations 
arc that even Sisodia h im self might be arrested
— either on valid grounds or to shame/spite the 
AAP.

Without doubt, AAP is running a government 
that is least corrupt. This is evident in multiple 
sectors, and in most pronounced ways. This, 
however, is not to give a clean chit to the party 
vis-a-vis the CBI investigations into the liquor- 
related case. W hoever is involved in a  case is 
perceived lo b e  guilty unless proven otherwise 
in a court trial. Fact is also that many criminals 
escape punishment by virtue o f  their money 
pow er or influence and brand them selves as 
“innocent.” Perceived truth is different from 
absolute truth. Socicty is generally helpless. For, 
the court carrics with it the last word. Another 
aspect that must not go unnoticcd vis-a-vis the 
liquor case is the need for political parties to 
organise funds for elections. With the BJP pump­
ing money ir huge quantities for every election 
since 2014, the financial requirement for par­
ties to fight polls lia s  spiralled. O ncc a party 
enters the fray, its focus is entirely on winning 
the polls by hook or by crook. Chances o f  the 
AAP raising money through unacceptable ways 
cannot be ruled out. Electoral reforms are still 
a far cry. The electronic age offers many new 
possibilities to limit poll expenses. But, the will 
to effect meaningful reforms is sadly lacking on 
the part o fth c  Modi government.

G

By H H Mohrmen

BJP faccs hurdles in its campaign in 
Meahalava Polls against its ruling narlncr

Trinamool better placed 
to challenge ruling NPP 

on the issue of corruption
By Tirthankar Mitra

Why the 
subservience to 

Delhi?
Editor.
G oing by the trends o f  

th is  c lcc tio n . he re  is  no 
escap ing  from  having yet 
another hung assembly. Why 
Meghalaya t h ^ r n  up a frac­
tured verdict every time is 
not the real question. The 
m ore  im portan t q uestion  
should be: Wha: should the 
newly clectcd MLAs do to 
run the affairs o f the state.

I f  wc see the p ast re ­
cord and the mindset o f  our 
M LAs. they haw  invariably 
choscn the easiest way out. 
They have opted for a soft 
option o f  being with the rul­
ing dispensation in Delhi. 
The trend was >ct by Capt 
W .A.Sangma w icn in 1976 
he  decided  to  m erge  the 
APHLC with iIk  Congress. 
Indira Gandhi gave us the 
separate state but w as it our 
g ra titude  to  her tha t this 
merger took pliec?  I don't 
think so. The answer lies in 
our economic vulnerability 
c rcatcd  by ou r abysm ally  
low resource base. There is 
an inherent thought that we 
need spoon feeding from 
Delhi.

This psychc i> still preva­
len t am ong  o t r  p o litica l 
masters even after fifty years 
o f  statehood. That explains 
w hy ou r regional parties 
w ho loudmouth their first 
allegiance to "jaitbynricw" 
and  skilfully display their 
b rav a d o  for s tand ing  up 
a g a in s t im pos ition  from  
Delhi, become subservient 
to  w hoever is in pow er in 
Delhi. T his is a paradox, to 
say the least. It betrays our 
inability to lo o t eyeball to 
eyeball with the masters in

Delhi. Somewhere. Megha­
laya's brave leaders at home 
tend to buckle when it comes 
to taking a decisive and firm 
stand while dealing with the 
C en tral governm ent. A nd 
that is why. the regional par­
ties like UDP. HSPDP. PDF 
ctc explain their compulsion 
to fall in line with Delhi. "We 
need money from Delhi", is a 
common refrain. To me this 
is a poor and weak argument. 
Look at the political map 
o f  India today. T here arc as 
many as ten States and one 
Union Territory which arc 
being mlcd by non-BJP par­
ties. Arc they not surviving? 
Arguments may be made that 
these states arc rcsourcctul 
and capablc o f  managing on 
their own. Maybe it is a v alid 
argument to a large extent.

As far a s  a sm all state 
like ours is conccm cd we 
need to  understand that no 
matter who rules Delhi, the 
state’s share o f  devolution o f  
funds from the central kitty is 
non-ncgotiablc. GST share. 
Income fax  share etc., arc 
already in place. A lso being 
a tribal predom inant state. 
Delhi has a constitutional ob­
ligation towards Meghalaya 
and other NE states.

T here arc a plethora o f  
central schemes specifically 
tailored from tribal milieu. 
Wc have a m inistry exclu­
sively meant for tribal ben- 
c fic ia ric s . We don ’t need 
to be politically a ligned to 
leverage them . T herefore, 
it is a convenient action for 
our regional panics to seek 
p rox im ity  to  Delhi in the 
name o f  bring ing  largesse 
from  the coffers o f  Delhi. 
And what largesse have they 
brought, pray? To me it is 
the plain inability o f  our re­
gional party leaders to stand 
up for who they are. In this

T he political scenario in 
the state o f  M eghalaya has 
changed. Exccpt for the main 
party, all o fthc  political par­
ties that were members o f  the 
M eghalaya Democratic Alli­
ance (M DA) arc now seeking 
change. It is no surprise that 
the ru ling  d ispensa tion  is 
now  being cornered by its 
form er partners, w ho w ere 
left to fend for themselves. 
In spite o f  the fact that parties 
like the United Democratic 
Party (UDP). the Bhaniya Ja­
nata Pany (BJP). the People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF), and 
the Hill State Peoples' Demo­
cratic Party (HSPDP) were 
part o f  the National People’s 
Party (NPP)-led Meghalaya 
Democratic Alliance ( MDA) 
government, they talk about 
bringing change to the state if  
they arc voted to  power.
A cave o f  the  "pof calling 

the  kettle  black."
The question that begs the 

answer is: If  the parties arc 
calling for change, change 
from what? If  they were part 
o f  the p revious ruling d is­
pensation and still talk about 
change, does that mean that 
they arc not happy with the 
performance o f  the govern­
ment that they were part of? 
I f  the parties w ho were part 
o f  the  M D A  governm en t 
a lso  call for change, what 
docs that im ply?  C an  the 
public then conclude that the 
government did not perform? 
Can it be concluded that the 
partners in the MDA govern­
ment arc  in  consensus that 
the M eghalaya Democratic 
A lliance has failed? T hese  
are some o f  the questions that 
the citizens o f  the state are 
asking. The other pertinent 
question is: can these parties, 
w hich have been pa rtne r­
ing with the NPP to run the 
government for the last five 
years, leave the NPP high and 
dry and put all the blame on 
the party? Can these parties 
abso lve  them selves o f  all 
the w rongs that happened 
d u rin g  the M D A  g o v e rn ­
ment regime? There are also 
reports in the media that the 
BJP. a partner in the MDA, 
alsocallcd the NPP-lcd MDA 
government the most corrupt 
government in the country. 
This is a startling revelation, 
and isn’t this a ease o f  the pot 
calling the kettle black?

context, TMC leader Abishck 
Bancrjce's calling our lead­
e rs  " sp ine less” cannot be 
dismissed as mere election 
rhctoric.

Come to think o f  it. we arc 
muddled in our heads. O n one 
hand, we seek to dig up the 
Instrument o f  Accession from 
its grave, and on the other, 
wc kowtow to pow ers that 
be in Delhi. This is a double 
standard o f  the worst kind 
that betrays ou r sham eless 
lust for se lf  and  pelf. O ur 
political masters have done 
grave injustice to the state 
by short selling themselves 
to Delhi.

It is my strong conviction 
that we do not need to display 
this impoverished mentality 
to D elhi. For w hatever it's 
w orth, w e need lo  b e  our 
o w n---sim pIe, honest and 
different that all tribes arc. By 
all means maintain good rap­
port and cxtract all that is due 
and fair but for heaven's sake 
do not compromise with the 
basic interest o f  the people 
you promise to serve.

1 hope this election heralds 
a new dawn in M eghalaya 
and the people arc not be­
trayed by collective insincer­
ity, inefficiency and selfish 
motives. God help us!

Yours etc..
Name withheld on 

request, 
via email

Making education 
relevant to the 

learners
Editor.
School education has al­

ways been my joy . passion 
and forte. And the article: 
Elections 2023: Critical is­
sues blowing in ihe wind by 
Patricia M ukhim (ST Feb, 17

O ld wine in a new bottle
Even a new party, the All 

India  T rinatnu l C ong ress  
(A 1T M C ), w hich has un ­
expectedly appeared on the 
battlefield, preaches change. 
C an the voters trust the party, 
w hich only made its debut 
in  the political scenario in 
the state last year, to  bring 
c hange to  the sta te  i f  it is 
voted to power? The truth is 
that, while the party is new in 
the state, everyone knows it 
only exists in name. Is it not 
true that most o f  the leaders 
o f  the  p a rty  w ere  fo rm er 
Congress legislators who had 
defected to the new party? 
Also, the question is. is it not 
true that A1TMC is just old 
w ine in a new bonle bccausc 
all the main pUycrs in the new 
party arc old politicians who 
were members o f  other politi­
cal parties? C at the people o f 
the state expect change from 
the party where the players arc 
the same and they only changc 
their uniforms’’

New Kids cn the Block
This 2023 clcction is also 

sp e c ia l w hen p e o p le  see  
the emergence o f  two new- 
political parties in the politi­
cal scenario in the state. One 
o f  the new political parties 
in the s ta te  hat m ade its 
first appcararec ju st a few 
months ago is Ka Kam. The 
new party introduces a new 
ap p ro ach  to  the po litica l 
system in the state, and it is 
attempting to bring change to 
the system  by changing the 
w ay  the cam paign for the 
c lcction is conducted. flic 
party  is contesting in three 
c onstituencies and  it needs 
m ore than w hat it has today 
to  be  a b le  to b ring  son ic  
kind o f  change to the state. 
T he other party, which ap ­
peared only recently, is the 
Voice o f  the People Party, 
and the main plank on which 
this party stands is lo  bring 
changc to the state. The VPP 
m ay be a  new party, but it is 
led by firebrand politicians 
A rdent M iller Basaiawmoit 
and Adclbcrt Nongrum. who 
had  d e fected  to  the V PP 
from other parties. Both the 
politicians were M LAs who 
had w on f ro n  o the r parties, 
but now they a rc  sw itching

2023 ) has drawn me into 
sharing some o f my thoughts 
on school education. The 
w riter raises very pertinent 
matters regarding school edu­
cation in rural areas. I'm in 
agreement thtf schooling in 
villages need a different ap­
proach. different syllabus and 
textbooks, anc so on. Subject 
choices must he explored and 
expanded to incorporate the 
interests o f  rural children. 
Yes. ‘student* learn better 
when the reference point is 
from  their im m ediate sur­
roundings.’ whcrc they can 
relate to and identify  with 
a deeper clarity, depth, and 
perspective.

Sadly, our app roach  to 
education is so stupidly rigid. 
Like some o f  tic  answers o f  a 
question papc. Only what is 
given in the marking scheme 
is acceptable even though 
there arc opticus! O ur educa­
tion system seems lo cducatc 
the child to fail, to give up. to 
feel frustrated, to feel hope­
lessly dcjcctcd and to say. ’I 
can’t i'll not try!*

Y es, th e  g o v e rn m e n t 
needs to  make an honest, 
sincere in-depth study on the 
teaching learning proccss in 
villages across the state. And 
guided by the feedback/sta­
tistics obtained, operational 
and strategic plans must be 
draw n up that arc workable 
to reinvent schooling so that 
learning bcconcs excitingly 
challenging. Correlation o f  
all subjects through environ­
mental studies at the primary 
level is best suited for mral 
learning. L eaning is activity- 
based both for the individual 
and  group. Learners have 
flex ib ility . (L ea rn ing  can 
r ide  the wave o f  a ch ild 's 
curiosity, excitement, infec­
tious enthusiasm , a  desire 
to  e x p lo re , e tc., p rov ided

sides to  the VPP. The two 
new parties also prom ise to 
usher in change in the state, 
but the question is: will they 
be able to get the numbers to 
initiate the change they had 
prom ised to  the voters?

T h e  p e o p le  a lso  w on­
d e r how  these tw o parties, 
w hich share the sam e m is­
sion  o f  b ringing changc to 
the s ta te , cou ld  com e  to ­
gether to form  a form idable 
political force in the state. 
T he tw o new  parties have 
lost confidence in the ex ist­
ing  regional parties in the 
state. They can be a political 
force to reckon w ith in the 
sla te  on ly  i f  they can com e 
to g e th e r  and  u n ite  under 
one banner to fight against 
the rot in  the state, which is 
corruption.

A n ti-in c u m b cn t fac to rs  

Today, the N PP is the tar­
get o f  a ll insults: the insults 
com e not only from opposi­
tion parties, but a lso, sadly, 
from ru ling  partners. The 
N PP then received a ttacks 
fo r the  g o v e rn m e n t’s  a l ­
leged bad governance from 
certain p ressure groups too. 
Is th is ju st rubbing salt in 
th e  w ounds, and w ill the 
N PP su ffe r as a resu lt o f  
the  an ti- incum bency  fac ­
to r?  T h e  nex t im p o r ta n t 
question  is: i f  th e re  is an 
anti-incum bency  factor, is 
it go ing  to have an impact 
on the NPP only? What about 
the o the r po litica l parties 
that w ere part o f  the MDA 
governm ent— arc  they not 
going to be affcctcd by the 
anti-incum bency factor?

C om m unity-led change 
In Jaintia Hills, the only 

change that is happening is 
change led by the communi­
ties. In Jaintia Hills in general 
and Jowai C onstituency in 
particular, the clcction cam ­
paign has alw ays been an 
expensive affair. Parties and 
po litic ian s h ire  buses and 
paid for the fuel o f  vehicles 
that arc used every night to 
ferry supporters from one 
placc to another. This goes 
on every night from the day 
o fthc  scnitiny o f  nomination 
papers o f  the candidates was 
com pleted  till the day  the 
campaign is over. During the 
campaign, the candidates also

it is appropriately planned, 
scientifically structured and 
executed efficiently and e f­
fectively). L earning is  not 
confincd to  the four walls 
o f  a c lass ro o m . Indepen ­
dent learning is encouraged 
through observations, trial 
and error, simple home ex­
periments, etc. Learning goes 
beyond the school classroom 
and schedule. Children be­
com e inquisitive  learners! 
T h is  m e thod  o f  le arn in g  
can go right up to class 6-7 
provided the levels arc me­
ticulously planned and syn­
chronised with the syllabus. 
I f  im plem ented, monitored 
an d  expanded  jud ic iously  
at all c lass levels the child 
then develops solid learning 
sk ills  and  becom es secure 
and confident. H e/she will 
case into the prescribed syl­
labus o f  class 8 and upwards 
comfortably.

With regards to prescribed 
textbooks, it's money dynam­
ics that come into play: very 
sim ilar to pharm aceutical 
companies! So never mind 
the relevance, inaccuracies, 
'reference point is far from 
their im m ediate surround­
ings.' and books being 'so far 
removed from the daily lives 
o f  students'!

In the past, standards o f  
proficiency a t different lev- 
cls/c lasscs were laid dow n 
by the E ducation B oards, 
and no textbooks w ere ever 
prescribed. ICS E/ISC would 
a lso  c lea rly  sta te  tha t the 
Board docs not recommend 
any specific textbook. But 
bccausc o f  the huge money 
generation, textbooks became 
profitable for school boards 
too! Lobbying and solid con­
nections with the right people 
w ould determine a book to 
be  prescribed. T odav even 
C B S E  ru les  tha t N CERT

provide tea and food for the 
canvasser, and in the process, 
every candidate spends a huge 
amount o f  money every night 
o fthc  campaign. But this time 
a round, unlike in the past, 
change has happened when 
many o f  the dorbar chnong in 
Jowai have only allowed the 
candidates to bring some o f  
their supporters to campaign 
for votes in their respective 
localities. In all the Dorbar 
Chnongs, which fall in the 
area callcd Pohchnong. Jowai 
had a sim ilar arrangem ent 
where bringing the crowd to 
canvass for the candidate is 
prohibited. It is heartening 
to know that e ven the Dorbar 
Chhnong in the urban areas o f 
East Jaintia H ills have made 
similar arrangements to d is­
suade candidates and political 
parties from bringing huge 
crowds for campaigning.

It may be mentioned that 
it w as  the d o rb a r chnong  
Panaliar which had started 
prohibiting candidates from 
b rin g in g  th e ir  su p p o rte rs  
when they came to campaign 
in their locality. Now other 
dorbar chnong like longpiah, 
Loompyrdi, Loomiongkjam. 
and others forbid candidates 
and  p a rtie s  from  b ring ing  
crowds to  campaigns in their 
locality, village, o r chnong. 
T his has saved  the c an d i­
dates and the parties a lot 
o f  money, but there arc also 
new cam paign approaches 
that certain communities have 
introduced.

C om m on p la tfo rm
A common platform whcrc 

c and ida tes  d e b a te  to  w oo 
voters' support was also or­
g a n ised  by c ertain  do rbar 
chnong in the urban areas o f  
Jowai town. The two dorbar 
chnong. Khimunsniang and 
Tympang lawmusiang, were 
the localities that organised 
a debate on a common plat­
form for a ll the candidates 
in the constituency. T he two 
dorbar chnong invited all the 
candidates contesting for the 
constituency  to  a com m on 
p la tfo rm , an d  e v e ry th in g  
w as arranged by the local­
ity, tow n, o r chnong. It is 
therefore now  obvious that 
wc cannot expect the politi­
cians or the political parties 
to bring about change in the 
state. O nly  the  public can 
make changc happen.

^ m
textbooks a re  to be used in 
their affiliated schools!

Let us hope that the new 
government gives education 
the priority it deserves. As it 
is, Meghalaya is at the near 
bottom o f  the index. The new 
government has to address all 
shortcom ings in  education  
w ith an honest, aggressive, 
hands on , shou lde r to  the 
wheel approach.

Yours etc., 
Kevin Phillips

Via email

Conflict of 
interests

f'ditor.
Two retired governm ent 

officials are in the fray in the 
North Shillong Constituency. 
The UDP fielded a former 
Director o f  Health Services. 
Dr Aman War while a retired 
IPS is contesting from BJP. 
During the campaign, the two 
c andidates high ligh ted  the 
achievements o f  the Health 
and Police Department while 
they were in service but eu­
log ized  the sam e  as the ir  
personal achievements. Is it 
not a ‘conflict o f  interest’ by 
public servants to  use their 
service while in government 
employment in such a way 
as to reap electoral benefits 
on retirement? Should there 
not be a cooling o ff  period o f  
government officials wanting 
to contest elections?

Yours etc.. 
M arshanlang Rymbai.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Com e february 27. Me­
ghalaya will witness a curi­
ous electoral battle. Erstwhile 
allies arc taking on cach other 
and possib lily o f  horse trad­
ing runs high after the results 
are announced on March 2.

O th e r cu rio s itie s  m ark 
the  A ssem bly e lec tio n  in 
the "Abode o f  the Clouds". 
Espousing divergent politi­
cal ideologies. Union home 
m in is te r, A m it S hah  and  
Trinamool Congress leader 
Abhishek Banerjec arc nev­
e r know n to speak  in one 
voice.

Yet the duo  is  doing so 
a s  the ir  political in te rests 
coalesce. Small wonder, they 
have trained their guns and 
fired broadsides a t the same 
p o litica l opponent -ch ie f  
minister, Conrad K. Sangma 
accusing h m o f  corruption.

A s S hat volleyed charges

o f  corrupsion again st the 
CM . it is a case o f  erstwhile 
political alies  turning against 
cach  other in the electoral 
clash. For National People's 
Party (NPP) to which Sang­
ma belongs along with BJP 
nuide up Meghalaya Demo­
c ra tic  A ll ancc w hich ran 
the government o f  this hilly 
state together w ith United 
D emocratic Party, People's 
Democratic Front, Hill State 
People 's Dem ocratic Party 
and an independent legisla­
tor. Banerjec on the  other 
hand has accused ch ief min­
ister. Sangma o f  being chary 
o f  CBI and ED  for having 
allegedly cnrichcd his fam­
ily at the expense o f  the state 
exchequer The Trinam ool 
leader is one o f  the leading 
cam paigners fo r his party  
which is the principal O ppo­

sition outfit in this state.
Even as BJP hurls corrup­

tion charges at NPP. it is for­
getful o f  a fact which ought 
to have made it have second 
thoughts. Itow comc it over­
looked such shenanigans o f 
N PP o r  what p revented  it 
from walking out o f  the a lli­
ance earlier.

A s one com es dow n to 
the nitty gritty o f  the coming 
elections, the N PP has the ad­
vantage o f  being the principal 
coalition p irtnc ras  it hit the 
cam paign trail. The BJP is 
contesting in a ll the 60 seats. 
Oncc a formidable political 
entity in the state. Congress 
is also contesting in 60 seats. 
T hough Irinam oo l is the 
principal Opposition party, 
its candidates arc contesting 
in 56 constituencies.

Seeking to emerge as the 
main political player in Me­
ghalaya. the BJP has corrup­
tion chargcs hurled against 
Conrad Sangma. It is coupled 
with lack o f  development 
o f  the state during his chief 
ministerial tcnurc.

I fa  Reserve Bank o f  India 
report is anything to  go by. 
M eghalaya is develop ing  
at the slowest space in the 
country. Sfcah has contended 
But it again focuses on his 
party's role in the coalition 
government it had form ed

with NPP and others.
Border disputes being a 

sensitive issue am ong the 
north eastern states, BJP’s 
poll prom ises include se t­
tling border disputes with 
A ssam w hich has a BJP* 
led government. Permanent 
outposts along  the border 
for ensuring safely is in the 
saffron poll manifesto.

A special task force head­
ed by a re tire d  Suprem e 
C ourt judge  to investigate 
all eases o f  corrup tion  is 
pa rt o f  th e  BJP c lcc tio n  
manifesto. Need to shorc up 
the state's hcalthcarc system 
has been pointed out by saf­
fron party campaigners by 
draw ing comparisons with 
neighbouring A tta in  where
five medical colleges have 
been built while Meghalaya 
has no medical colleges for 
five decades.

Border dispute finds its 
way in  the clcction manifes­
to o f  Trinamool too. Even as 
it is busy preventing itself 
being lagged an outsider by 
NPP. i f  voted to power, it has 
promised to scrap the border 
pact with Assam.

I l le g a l  c o a l  m in in g  
plagues the state. The BJP 
m anifesto prom ises a task 
force to cheek it and intro­
duce scientific coal mining.

Headed by M ukul Sang­
m a. the M eg halaya  unit 
o f  Trinamool has accused 
the c h ie f m inister Conrad 
Sangma o f  being soft and 
ineffectual. T he death  o f
5 residen ts o f  M eghalaya 
and a A ssam  forest guard 
last year in police firing has 
worsened the situation.

In h is elec tion  speech, 
Mukul Sangma has accused

the NPP o f  being  rem ote 
controlled. He underscored 
his contention by mention­
ing that it was seen during 
the border dispute with A s­
sam that land ha.* been given
to it owing to the failure o f  
the state government.

It has a far more serious 
charge. It alleged that NPP 
leadership is being dictated 
from Assam. After all. along 
with NPP, the BJP had been 
part o f  M eghalaya Dem o­
cratic Alliance. The alleged 
corruption o f  NPP to which 
the BJP turned a blind eye to. 
is contended by Trinamool 
to be the pay off.

Rubbishing BJP*s claims, 
N PP is  c o n tes t in g  in  57 
scats . It contends to have 
developed the sta te  in the 
past five years. Its human 
d e v e lo p m e n t is  c la im ed  
to  be higher than the other 
north eastern states and West 
Bengal, a contention which 
seeks to catch Abhishek on 
the w rong foot.

Few political parties in 
the country arc as adept as 
RIP in mixing religion with 
politics. But Meghalaya is 
a Christian dominated state 
and BJP is being accused o f  
being against this religion, 
a chargc to  which it docs 
not have an answer. (IPA 
Service)

B a n e r je e  o n  th o  o th e r  h a n d  h a s  a c c u s e d  
c h i  o f  m in is te r ,  S a n g m a  o f  b e in g  c h a r y  o f  C B I  

a n d  ED  f o r  h a v in g  a l le g e d ly  e n r i c h e d  h is  
fa m ily  a t th e  e x p e n s e  o f  th o  s ta t e  e x c h e q u e r . 

T h e  T r in a m o o l le a d e r  i s  o n e  o f  th e  le a d in g  
c a m p a ig n e r s  fo r  h i s  p a r ty  w h ic h  i s  th e  

p r in c ip a l  O p p o s i t i o n  o u t f i t  in  th is  s ta t e .  
E v e n  a s  B J P  h u r ls  c o r r u p t io n  c h a r g e s  a t  

N PP, It I s  fo r g e t fu l  o f  a  f a c t  w h ic h  o u g h t  to  
h a v o  m a d e  it  h a v e  s o c o n d  th o u g h ts .  H o w  
c o m e  i t  o v e r lo o k e d  s u c h  s h e n a n ig a n s  o f  

N P P  o r  h h a t  p r e v e n te d  i t  f r o m  w a lk in g  o u t  o f  
th e  a l l ia n c e  earlie r .
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Elections 2023: Money 
the irresistible factor

“ 7b expect the unexpected show s 

a  thoroughly m odern intellect. ”
—  W illiam  Blum

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
N..I \..:l \ \  N.I.IVO Mill I <)\<.. I I I M)\V H KKI \m  2\. M :t

Meghalaya’s moment of shame
IT took the Union Home Minister, Amit Shah 
to tell the people o f  M eghalaya that they are 
citizens o f  the most corrupt state in the country. 
But i f  Amit Shah thinks this revelation is new, 
he docs not know this State enough. Corruption 
in M eghalaya started in the late 70’s ju s t a few 
years after it attained statehood. Corruption has 
only spiralled as i f  this is the natural trajectory. 
Now corruption has taken a new m eaning under 
the NPJMed MDA Governm ent which in the 
first instance withdrew general consent to the 
CBI for investigating cases o f  graft in March 
2022. The MDA Governm ent did this to stave 
o ff the CBI from investigating the illegal coal 
m ining and transportation scam, the Saubhagya 
scam, rice scam and then the A ssem bly dom e 
scam. Shah might not have realised the extent o f  
under-development in the state until he reached 
Garo Hills and saw tell-tale signs o f  a  region 
lagging behind in hum an development and in­
frastructure both.

A m it Shah s aw are that the two BJP MLAs 
who are part of the M DA Government have been 
rendered mute spectators to the crim es taking 
place in Meghalaya. For what is corruption if  
not a  crim e against the people? They should 
have blown the whistle louder since they have 
the tacit support o f  the government at the Centre. 
But their's was a muted response. Charmed by 
ministerial perks the two MLAs preferred to ride 
on with the MDA till date. When the Saubhagya 
smart m eter scam where a preliminary report by 
the C& AG revealed excess payment o f  Rs 149 
crore for procurement o f  Chinese made smart 
m eters was called out by the m edia, Satnam  
G lobal the firm responsible for the scam filed a 
defamation case against a  section o f  the media. 
Following a public outcry an enquiry com m is­
sion was formed to investigate the matter. A 
retired judge from UP was handpickcd and so 
too m em bers o f the Comm ittee. How could a 
government involved in a scam be allowed to 
handpick people to enquire into the scam? This 
was a dead giveaway that the G overnm ent was 
leading the people o f  M eghalaya on a wild 
goose chase.

Then cam e the rice scam where rice meant 
for M egahalaya's poor were diverted to some 
other states from a godow n in Assam. Again 
a farcical committee was set up to go  into this 
scam too. but without a free and independent 
agency looking into the m atter it was a foregone 
conclusion that it would becom e a non-starter 
w here the MDA government would have and 
is having the last laugh. With so many scams 
the coalition partners o f  the MDA Government 
namely the UDP, PDF and BJP should have been 
on the defensive but public m em ory is so short 
that the above parties are not batting an eyelid. 
It remains to be seen i f  the public will punish the 
scam-tainted parties or vote them  back so they 
will deal a  d ea h  blow to the state.

By Albert Thyrniung

Return  to L ok S ab h a  w ith  m ajo rity  
m ay  not be  ea sy  for B JP  in  2 0 2 4  p o lls

Regional political 
parties and Congress 

gaining ground
By Xant on Banerjee

Letters to the Editor

Hypocrisy 
of BJP!

Kditor,
T here  is  an interesting 

perception ainong>t the non- 
tribals o f  Meghalaya that if  
BJP com cs to povcr o r i f  it 
gets more scats their fortunes 
w ill take  a paradigm  shift 
and will empower them with 
equal rights, ctc.

B ut it 's  tim e the  non- 
tribals, especially the Hindu 
com m unity o f  M eghalaya 
learn t tha t B JP is in  the 
habit o f  taking Hindus for a 
ride and takes revolutionary 
decisions in favour o f  them 
only w hen it assures them o f  
electoral benefits by som e 
m eans. T he m om ent they 
realise that the same Hindus 
w ill no t ga rne r ihcm  Lok 
Sabha sea ts  in  respective  
States, il d isregards them 
with step-m otherly behav­
iour and leaves them unat­
tended for 5 ycarsand this is 
repeated in K ash iw . Bengal. 
Kerala o r Meghalaya.

I w o u ld  lik e  to  a sk  a 
hum ble question to  all the 
non -tribals w ho a re  blind  
supporters o f  BJP it there 
has there been any positive 
change in their standard o f  
living in the last 5 years? In

spite o f  the fact that M egha­
laya had the MDA G overn­
ment (with BJP as an active 
coalition partner) and a BJP 
governm ent in the  cen tre  
with absolute majority, what 
benefit did the non-tribals get 
vis-a-vis their rights, social 
respect, security and ease o f  
doing business? The bitter 
truth is non-tribals remain 
2nd c lass citizens who arc 
a lw ays the so ft ta rgets to 
be beaten up and  harassed 
at w ill. They remain to  be 
vo iceless, una ttended  and 
disgraced no m atter which 
government comcs.

But having said that, we 
must also give credit to  the 
BJP where it's due. W heth­
e r they  w in o r  lo se , they  
w ill d e fin i te ly  g iv e  th e ir  
best e ffort alw ays w hen it 
com es to promoting movies 
which highlight the atroci­
ties against H indus a s we 
saw  du ring  the  release  o f  
the m ovie . "T he  K ashm ir 
Files.”  32 years dow n the 
line, the K ashm iri Pandits 
are  still targeted, killed o r 
living in exile till dale which 
is the b iggest exam ple  o f  
BJP’s inefficiency and  hy­
pocrisy. So even if  nothing
happens on the ground, the 
non-tribals can rest assured, 
one day they w ill get the op-

M cghalaya is  the fifth- 
poorest state in India and  the 
poorest am ong the  states in 
North Hast with 32.65 per 
cent o f  its c itizens described 
a s multidimensional!)' poor 
but 148 out o f 293 candidates 
from m ajor political parties 
arc multi-dimcnsionally rich 
(crorcpatis). T h a t’s m akes 
fo r a w hopping 50.51 per 
cent o f  rich people contest­
ing elections. The ’Abode o f  
C louds’ also has the tenth- 
highest percentage o f  m al­
nourished people am ong all 
the states but a ll candidates 
feed crow ds o f  supporters 
during election trails. Let us 
continue to  enlist the  irony.

55.90%  o f  the population 
(s ix th-h ighest position) in 
the  s ta te  have no housing 
facilities bu t ou r candidates 
h a v e  p a la t ia l  b u ild in g s . 
2 9 .8 8 %  o f  M e g h a la y a 's  
population (second highest) 
a rc  deprived o f  assets but 
the aspiring M LA s possess 
num erous a ssets m ovable 
and im m ovable. 9 .10%  o f  
popula tion  (fourth-h ighest 
pe rcen tage) have no bank 
account but the contestants 
to the Assembly hold m ul­
tiple accounts. 76 per ccnt 
o f  ru ra l households alone  
have no land but the aspirant 
legisla tors ow n huge farm 
lands.

Ri Bhoi is  the  poo rest 
d is tr ic t (4 6 .31% ) bu t the 
supcr-rich business tycoons 
(lock to the d istrict to fight 
th is e lec tion  and prev ious 
elec tions. T he m ining-rich 
tw ind istricts o f  Jaintia H ills 
(46.16% ). East G aro  H ills 
(4 1 .7 8 % ) a re  th e  second  
and third poor, respectively 
but the d istricts houses the 
wealthiest individuals, some 
o f  w hom  h ave  m oved  to 
o the r pa rts  o f  th e  s ta te  to  
com pete  a nd  con test with 
their cash.

T he N PP has em erged  
as the richest force in this 
poor state w ith 75%  o f  its 
candidates (43 o f  57) being 
c ro rc p a tis  m e an in g  o n ly  
14 o f  them  (25% ) a re  not 
crorcpatis. N o w onder the 
party, accord ing  to  public 
c o n fessions, a ttem p ted  to 
purchase  (and m ight even 
h ave  su c ce ed e d  in so m e  
cases) candidates from  other 
parties gifting them at least 
Rs five  c ro res . The U D P 
has a lso  g ro w n  its  r iches 
by  no tches a fte r  be in g  in 
pow er for five years. 65%  
o f  its candidates (30 ou t o f  
40) a re  proud c rorc-patis. It 
is obv ious that only 10 o f  
them  have not crossed  the 
envious figure. The "Drum ’ 
party  can no longer accuse 
national pa rties  o f  tak ing  
its vo ters to  th e ir  side  by 
f in an c ia l a ttr a c tio n . T he 
re g io n a l p a rty  is  second  
only to  its friend, and now 
foe. in term s o f  wealth. The 
Congress has only 42%  (25 
o f  60) because 80 pe r cent

ponunity  to be featured in a
movie called "The Shillong
Files." and the BJP leaders 
w ould go a ll guns b lazing 
in sticking the posters o f  the 
sam e in the w hole  country 
with great pride!

Yours etc.. 
Nam e w ithheld on request. 

Via email

Meghalaya 
Decisive Election  
2023: Vote for 

Change
Editor.
W ith  e le c tio n s  a round  

th e  c o rn e r  in  M eghalaya  
and tw o other states, a  num­
ber o f  politicians arc busy 
distributing gifts, and. who 
knows still others might even 
distribute money to woo the 
voters. Interestingly and  just 
recently we saw  in the local 
media a  lady from Shillong 
returning the g ifts she re­
ceived from the candidates 
w ho  so u g h t he r su p p o r t, 
te lling them that it's her per­
sonal wish who to  vote for. 
This is a  tiici that everyone 
know s. Voting is purely  a 
se c re t cho ice  given to  us 
on the polling day  through

o f  its candidates a re  youths 
and first timers. T he TMC, 
the offshoot o f the grand  old 
party, has impressive record 
o f  45%  o f  its candidates (27 
o f5 6 )a s  crorcpatis. The BJP 
is at the bottom with 36%  o f  
its candidates (23 o f  60) in 
the crorcpati list prim arily 
bccausc the siffron party 's 
a c c e p ta b ility  r a te  in  the  
Christian m ajority sta te  is 
still low.

T he analysis concludes 
that a whopping 50.51 per 
ccn t o f  M eghalaya can d i­
da tes  a re  crorcpatis. W ith 
this sort o f  record w c can say 
that the most motivating fac­
tor in  February 27 elections, 
as it has been in  the past, 
is MONEY. O nly the rich 
can  con test j.nd w in e lec ­
tions. We hare  norm alised 
it. Political parties allot tick­
e ts  to  those 'vho can  fund 
their own elections. This is 
prec ise ly  w hat is po lite ly  
te rm ed  as ‘w in n a b ility .’ 
T his is com iron  across the 
political spcctnim. In rallies 
can d id a te s  from d ifferen t 
parties accusc each o ther o f  
using cash to ju y  voters but 
the data shows that everyone 
is the same. All use money 
to in fiucncc  voters . Some 
more som e less! Privately, 
individuals ccnfcss they arc 
g iv e n  c ash  rang ing  from  
Rs. 3000 to  R i 10.000. The 
dances, shouls, the songs, 
fren zy , th e  la m ash a, the  
festivity in the run up to  the 
vo ting  da te  arc  m am m on 
intoxication. Rally attendees 
arc  given  free rides plus a 
da y ’s w age n  least. Only 
rich candidates and political 
pan ics can organise massive 
rallies and cx libit the  show 
o f  strength.

T h is  is net dem ocracy. 
It is a ru le  by the rich. The 
s to ry  d o c s  not e nd  the re . 
The rich do not spend their 
money1 for free o r for char­
ity. They invest in e lections 
in hopes o f  gaining m ore, 
p o s t v ic to ry  T hey  know  
that politics can be lucrative. 
Serving the  poor is only a 
lullaby. The primary ob jec­
tive is for self. Take the ex ­
ample o f  Laitumkhrah MLA 
Am parecn Lyngdoh whose 
story cam e out in the press 
in 2018. H er wealth sw elled 
over 100 times in 10 years. 
Even  the  m uch m aligned  
D asakhiatbh:. La m are and 
his family w ho often boast 
o f  being generous w ith the 
needy  know  w ell th a t in 
politics avenues arc for the 
taking to gro»v even richer. 
So the PW D (Building) m in­
ister and Mawhati ‘deserter’ 
open ly  d istribu ted  m oney 
to  fam ilie s  in N ongkrem  
constituency with the inten­
tion o f  furthering his cause. 
If  politics is lo t financially

E VMs: a Constitutional right
o f  every aduli citizen o f  this
great country.

To the poor o r those really 
in need it m ig it be a  blessing 
to take those ^ifts, however, 
one mustn't vote for a candi­
date bccausc o f the gifts, but 
one must vote for visionary 
leaders w ho w ill bring an 
overall transfonnation in the 
society which will impact the 
generations to come. M ore­
over, the nation needs legis­
lators w ho will work for the 
upliftm cnt o f the society at 
large not merely distributors 
who would appeal to the vot­
ers in this manner especially 
during clcction seasons to 
garner support.

So beware voters, vote for 
the change tla t our society 
needs and nol for temporary 
benefits. 1 believe that there 
a re  c a n d id a te s  c a lle d  by  
G od w ho w ould fight for 
the future o f  our state. Ask 
for G od 's direction and do 
no t be sw ayed by sugar- 
coated promises and lollipop 
g ifts. A s citizcns w c need 
m ore than tle sc ; wc need 
C orru p tio n -fre e  P ractica l 
and  Impartial Leaders. Wc 
need long-tc-m  benefits in 
the torm o f  jobs, good educa­
tional opportunities, cfticicnt 
and  affordable health  care

lucrative w hat explains the 
fac t tha t a s  m any  a s  375 
candidates a re  vying  for a 
m ere 60 seats? 315 (220%) 
o f  them  w ill lose. Fo r the 
five seats in Ri Bhoi 34 are 
in  the fray! I f  the theory  
o f  lucrativcncss o f  politics 
is  w rong  then  how  m any 
have bccom c poorer and re ­
m ained the sam e after being 
an M LA o r  a minister?

T he e lec to ra te  is  to  be 
blam ed for the  trend . Wc 
flock to the rich candidates. 
T h e  pu b lic  s e c  e lec tio n s  
arc  a  bonanza for freebies, 
especially  cash. A pressure 
group has com plained that 
no change will take p lace in 
the state as long a s elections 
a rc  a tam asha. T he voters 
ta k e  m o ney  fro m  c a n d i­
d a te s .  C a n d id a te s  th e m ­
selves appeal to  everyone to 
pocket the  money. They cat 
an d  d rink . C row ds dance, 
sh o u ts  a n d  s in g  to  th e ir  
hearts content. R allies and 
cam paigns turn to  a  frenzy. 
T he a tm osphere is no more 
a think ing  am bience. It is 
purely em otional. I f  w c  e x ­
ercise our franchise with our 
e m o tions rather tlian with 
ou r intelligence, then little 
good  w ill be expected  for 
o u r  s ta te . The c o rrup tion  
c h arges a g ain st the  MDA 
government and its partners, 
the various scam s during the 
N PP-led regim e, the illegal 
coal mining and transporta­
tion. the killing ofcx-H N L C 
le a d e r  (L ) C h e r is tc rf ie ld  
T h an g k h iew , C A A , ILP, 
teachers issues, the  border 
M O U  f ia s co , th e  b o rd e r  
im broglio, the protests, the 
tear gases and the rest are 
fo rg o t te n . M oney  is the  
deciding factor.

Put back  th e  c lo ck  to  
three to  four m onths ago. the 
NPP w as thought to suffer
a iili-iiicuiiibcnvy the  m ost
but now  the  ’B o o k ' party  
is confiden t o f  securing  a 
sim ple m ajority  on  M arch
2. T he U D P. th e  la rg e s t 
coalition partner too is  ex ­
pected  not to lose g round 
on  the failure o f  its Home 
and  E ducation minister. The 
sam e applies to m inor allies. 
T hey  m ay ge t aw ay  w ith  
b la m in g  th e  N PP though  
they w ere part and parcel o f  
the unpopular government. 
With all the protests post the 
alleged m urder o f ’Bah C he ' 
one  w ould have thought that 
the  N PP and  U D P w ould  
stand absolutely no chance 
in  M a w la i, bu t b o th  a rc  
serious contenders. T his is 
because memory is short and 
real issues a rc  not primary 
considerations for voters.

A n o th e r c o n s id e ra tio n  
is clcction is ideology. This 
too  has taken a back seat. 
T he BJ P has m ade inroads in

fac ilities, good in frastruc­
ture, peace at the border* and
the prom otion recognition 
o f  our indigenous identity 
and uplifting the reputation 
o f  ou r state a t the national 
a nd  in te rn a tio n a l le v els . 
Let's remember to Vote for 
Change and not for money 
nor temporary benefits.

Thank you so much and 
G od bless.

Yours etc.. 
Pastor C'M Umlong, 

Kut-Apphira.
Shillong.

Elections 
and choice of 

candidates
Editor,
V oting day  is  fast a p ­

proaching and the clcction 
hu llabaloo  is  reach ing  its 
zenith. Its everyone's guess 
w ho w ill w in. Som e have 
decided  whom to vote for 
but the majority arc still con­
fused. Every candidate* party 
has their ow n programme o f  
action which seems no d if­
ferent from the  other. T he 
ultim ate choice is between 
the o ld  candidates and the 
new ones. Some have termed 
it a s old w ine in new bottles. 
Some have said  they are all

the state because many are 
taken up by the  development 
rhetoric o f  the saffron party. 
I ts dan g ero u s ideo logy  is 
overlooked. A few Christian 
leaders and the faithful have 
b ecom e  fans o f  N arcndra  
Modi. BJP 's ultim ate a im  is 
Hindu Rashtra. Its objective 
is a country purged o f  secu­
larism : a country o f  one  re­
ligion. culture, one  language 
and one law. H ence the pitch 
for the  U niform  Civil Code 
(U C C )! T h is  c o re  id e o l­
ogy may be s ide  lined and 
d e v e lo p m e n t c la im s  a rc  
g iv e n  p ro m in e n ce . E very 
governm ent does develop­
m en t. Wc m ust c e r ta in ly  
see  developm ent w ith one 
eye. But with the other eye 
w c must keep track o f  the 
democratic values like free­
dom . BJP needs to b e  wary 
a lso  b ecau se  o f  th e  RSS
and its countless associate*.
T h e s e  o rg a n is a t io n s  a re  
a n ti-m in o r itie s  in c lu d in g  
C hristians. The recent d e ­
mand to  strip  C hristians of)' 
their ST  sta tus in Assam, the 
num erous atrocities against 
C h ris tian s th roughou t the 
c ountry  a re  am ple  proofs. 
In spite o f  all these the BJP 
m ight inc rease  th e ir  ta lly  
and  vote share significantly 
bccausc o f  the resources that 
it has at its command. Vot­
e rs  in M eghalaya might fall 
prey to  it.

A ll is not lost. There arc 
some really poor candidates 
like  A rbiangkam  K har so- 
hmat from A m larcm  o f  the 
C o n g re s s  w ho h a s  o n ly  
Rs. 9000, T hosengcheba A. 
Sangma o f  Republican Party 
o f  India from  R aksam grc  
constiiutcncy who possesses 
ju s t Rs. 22 ,000  and  eight 
others w ho have show n Rs.
50,000 o r  less in the ir affi­
davits. May a cou p lco f them 
win to dem onstrate that the 
poor too have a place in the 
w orld’s largest democracy.

We olso sec a  silver lining
in VPP and KAM with their 
c lear visions - fighting cor­
ruption and installing a clean 
governm ent. Both have de­
cried the used o f  money in 
clcction. Both have pledged 
to  fight e lec tion  on values 
w hile not com prom ising on 
se cu la rism . H ad  m y vo te  
rem ained in Laitumkhrah I 
might have  had to w restle 
betw een  A vner P ariat and  
W anpynhun K harsynticw . 
P robab ly  the  so f t spoken 
but articulate Pariat has an 
edge. B ut since 1 sh ifted to  
m y birth place. M awkyrwat. 
where there is  neither VPP 
nor K AM  candidates 1 will 
hav e  to  k e ep  se c u la r ism  
up p e rm o s t in  m in d . T he 
NPP is cosy with the BJP. It 
voted for CAA. The regional 
p a rtie s  a re  th e  sam e. The 
m essage is not to  let money 
d ecide  w ho you press the 
button for.

the same: it is only a change
o f  uniforms. Others are ques­
tioning the new entrants as 
g reenhorns. Som eone has 
referred to an  o ld  story in 
A esop’s  fable where a man 
was sitting on a stool w atch­
ing the flies sucking from his 
b loody w ound. H is friend 
tried to chase away the flics. 
The man pleaded not to do 
so  because he said. “ These 
flies a re  already filled; i f  the 
new  ones com e w hich  a re  
hungry, they w ill suck me 
out dry.”  Human nature has 
not changed as prophet Jer­
emiah ( 17:9) said, “The heart 
is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked, who 
can know  it?"

T h e  m oo t q u e s tio n  is  
w hich button shall I press 
on February 27? D oes the 
B ible have anything to say 
about it?  Yes. Deuteronomy 
1:13 : C hoose  som e w ise, 
understanding and respected 
m en as  your leaders.

Yours etc..
Torist Mark, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers, 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

M uch o f  B JP’s chances 
to  return with clear major­
ity to  Lok Sabha after next 
year’s national election may 
depend  on how  the party  
fares in eight state assembly 
e lec tions during  th is  year. 
They offer a big test for BJP. 
O nly two o f  the e ight states

Karnataka and Madhya 
Pradesh a rc  ruled inde­
pendently  by BJP. C hhat- 
tisgarh  and Rajasthan  are 
governed by the Indian Na­
tional C oigress. Telangana, 
another major state, is ruled 
by  K. C landrasckhar Rao- 
led Bharat Rashtra Sam iti.a  
regional party.

F o u r  m o re  a s s e m b ly  
elections are  due in April, 
next year, involving Andhra 
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
O disha  and Sikkim . They 
m ay be titled with the Lok 
Sabha polls. B JP’s p o liti­
cal oppo*ition is w orking 
strongly to convert the Lok 
Sabha poll into an aggregate 
o f  state elections. BJP may 
find it tou^h to fight regional 
p a rtie s  on the c am pa ign  
g round . B JP has bccom c 
too Modi-Shah centric with 
bo th  the  le ad e rs  co m ing  
from  the sta te  o f  G ujarat, 
which has been in saffron 
hands sincc 1995. T he party 
lacks strong regional faces, 
cxccpt probably Dr. Himanta 
B isw a Sarm a, the  A ssam  
c h ie f minister.

T he resu lts o f  th ree  o f  
these  assem bly  e lec tio n s  
w ill be known on  M arch 2. 
Presently, all the three north­
easte rn  sta tes T ripura. 
M eghalaya and N agaland

are gorem cd by BJ P with 
coalition  partners. In liny 
Meghalaya. BJP has as many 
a s  three political partners, 
nam ely  N ational Peop le ’s 
Party, U nited D em ocratic 
Party and People’s D em o­
cra tic  Front. In tin ier N a­
galand. BIP is in the govern­
ment with the support o f  two 
local poliica l parties. W hile 
Tripura and Meghalaya have 
tw o Lok Sabha scats each, 
N agaland has only one LS 
seat. BJP hardly matters to 
the tribal groups in Nagaland 
and Meghalaya. The results 
o f  the assem bly e lec tions 
in these  th ree  s ta te s  may 
have little consequence on 
B JP’s Lck Sabha election 
p ro sp cc u  from  the en tire  
north -eas, barring the state 
o f  Assam, w hich is currently- 
ruled by BJP with two other 
political parties as coalition 
partners. Assam has 14 LS 
constituencies. N incofthcm  
a re  cu rren tly  rep resen ted  
by BJP.

T he election results from 
K arnataka in May. Chhat- 
tisgarh and M adhya Pradesh 
in November and Rajasthan 
and Telangana in D ecember 
should provide a somewhat 
fairer picture o f  the political 
op in ion  irend, in general, 
ahead o f  tie  2024 Lok Sabha 
elections. Significantly, the 
number ofnon- BJ P governed 
states is as many as 14 ou t o f  
the  country 's total 3 1 states, 
including Jammu & Kashmir 
now  und.-r the  presiden t’s 
rule. These non-BJP states 
are: Andhra Pradesh. Bihar. 
C h h a ttisea rh . D elh i. H i­
machal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
K erala, M izoram. O disha, 
P unjab . R ajasthan, Tam il 
N adu. Telangana and West 
Bengal. On the contrary, the 
num ber o f strictly BJP ruled 
states are only four, namely 
G ujarat. Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh a id  Uttarakhand.

Under such circum stanc­
e s . Union H ome M inister 
Amit Shah’s assertion w hile 
campaigning in poll-bound 
Tripura. last week, that there 
is “ no competition" for BJP 
in the 2014 Lok Sabha e lec­
tions souids rather hollow, 
i f  not pom pous. H e sa id  
the  people o f  the country 
a re  w holeheartedly m oving 
with Prime M inister Naren- 
dra Modi a s his initiatives 
have led lo marked change 
in  the ir lives. "D uring  the 
small period o f  e ight years, 
w c have tried to  raise the 
s ta n d ard  o f  liv in g  o f  60 
crore people.... There have 
been no many achievements, 
T here are major changes in 
the railways. There is a new 
policy in the space scc to r....

I feel that in 2024, there is no 
competition and every one in 
the country is m oving ahead 
with PM M odi." T he people 
o f  Tripura probably wished 
to  hear more about the job  
prospects o f  the state 's grow­
ing unemployed youth, new 
central projects in the state, 
a more harmonious life be­
tw een its triba l and  non- 
tr iba l p o p u la tio n  a nd  its  
faster linkage with the rest 
o f  the country. Consum ers 
in Tripura using anything 
from battery-powered cycle 
rickshaws, the biggest single 
sou rce  o f  em ploym ent in 
its s ta te  c ap ita l A garta la, 
to  small grocery and statio­
nery shops a rc  becom ­
ing increasingly dependent 
on C hinese  supplies. T he 
o rd inary  people  a re  more 
concerned about their per­
sonal security, employment, 
incom e and  price inflation 
than  the  c o u n try ’s G D P 
growth, international status 
and technological prowess. 
Instead o f  com ing close to 
the  people with in itiatives 
at the grassroots level focus­
ing on  their preferences and 
avoid ing  the ir  p rejud ices. 
B JP’s high-profile  ccntral 
leadership appears to  be  less 
sensitive to  their imm ediate 
needs and concerns.

An authoritarian style o f  
government is  never popu­
lar in a liberal democratic 
system. Periodical political 
changes through elec tions 
serve as an  essence o f  de­
mocracy. Political freedom 
carries more weight than the 
im proved financia l health 
o f  a section o f  people and 
overa ll econom ic  grow th. 
Paradox ically , the  o p e ra ­
tional style o f  BJP govern­
ments a t the states and  the 
ccn tre  c arries  th e  flavour 
o f  ideological control that 
ordinary people disfavour. 
Indoctrination is  generally 
disliked.

H ow ever, m ost ru lin g  
political parties in India 
be they in states o r  a t the 
centre refuse to  learn. The 
longer a party o r  a political 
combination is in power, the 
more arrogant and despotic it 
tends to  bccomc in its opera­
tional style w ith little regard 
to  the  p e op le ’s cho ice . It 
fails to  fathom  the  public  
sentiment at the bottom  o f  
the pyramid. India’s consti­
tutional federal structure to 
keep the country united in 
the face o f  sharp divisions 
and diversities in  term s o f  
language, religion, culture, 
and a i l  i nary practiccs. holds 
liberal ideology as its biggest 
strength. Lately, N arcndra 
Modi had asked party w ork­
ers to  reach  ou t to  every 
section o f  society, including 
the marginalised and m inor­
ity  com m unities, "without 
e lec to ral considera tions" . 
They w ere reportedly told to 
sincerely connect with “Pas- 
m andas. B ohras. M uslim  
professionals and educated 
M u slim s" , n o t fo r v o te s  
hut "m ainly to  htiild confi­
dence”

Elections haw  never been 
easy in India for any political 
party or political com bina­
tion. especially since the end 
o fd ic  national emergency in 
1977. Several high perform ­
ing prime m inisters and state 
c h ie f  m in is te rs  fa ile d  to 
steer their political parties 
to repeated election victories 
as the distance between the 
people and the government 
w idened w ith one party  or 
a political alliance rem ain­
ing in pow er for too long. 
H ow ever, there have been 
a few exceptions both a t the 
s ta te  and national levels . 
Jaw aharlal N ehru w as In­
d ia 's  longest-serving prime 
minister w hose tenure lasted
16 years and 286 days.

N ext came Indira Gandhi 
serving 11 years at a stretch 
and again, after a gap. for 
four years, un til she w as 
gunned dow n by a  security 
m anat her official residence 
in D elhi. Both the po liti­
cians belonged to the Indian 
N ational Congress. A t the 
s ta te  level, G ujara t under 
BJP. O d ish a  under B JD . 
West Bengal under TM C and 
Delhi under A A P arc recent 
exceptions. (IPA Service)
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Voters affected by 
Political dopamine

“ The weak can  never forgive.
Forgiveness is the attribute o f  the strong. ”

—  M ah a tm a G andhi

T he S h illon g  T im es
\..|V .:IA \ N'. l-I Mill I ()\(..\VI DM M)\Vt I ItRI

Tainted bureaucracy
INDIA’S Civil Scrvicc. fashioned on the world’s 
best administrative system perfected by the British, 
still retains a halo around it even as every system in 
Independent India experienced shocks and rusted 
over time. Instead o f injecting new vigour to the 
governance system, successive governments since 
the 1970s did their best to undercut the authority of 
the bureaucracy, bent them to their will or colluded 
with them for mutual personal gains. The much-less- 
educated political class derived a vicarious pleasure 
from belittling the bureaucracy and turning them into 
their orderlies Many bureaucrats who started off 
with good intentions got corrupted to extremes either 
on their own or under the influence of the political 
leadership. Their sense o f discipline got limited to 
obeying their political masters. The ugly public spat 
between two women bureaucrats -  one IAS and the 
other IPS -  in Bengaluru is a sign of the times and 
has drawn much public attention. So far, the male 
bureaucrats were seen pulling the legs of their col­
leagues, at times, publicly. Between the IAS and IPS 
cadres, there always existed an uneasy calm.

The Bommai-lcd BJP government in Karnataka, 
in response, issued a warning to both Roopa Moud- 
gil IPS and Kohini Sindhuri IAS against "further 
violation” ofservice rules and transferred them. The 
former has released personal pictures of the latter -  
where she shares a coffee table with a ruling party 
MLA at a restaurant. Allegations o f  corruption by 
the senior oflkial were already doing the rounds on 
social media. Socializing by itselfisnotarulc viola­
tion but a pub ic spat is. Hie entire row helped only 
to further bring down the image o f the bureaucracy. 
Unholy links between bureaucrats and politicians 
are common. In the interiors o f the power edifice, 
they might operate to their mutual advantage. Fact 
is, when the political bosses who sit on a pedestal 
higher than the bureaucrats err. they lose the moral 
courage to discipline the bureaucracy.

Disciplining the bureaucracy is no small job. 
They are well-entrenched, organised under various 
overt and covcrt shades and enjoy the protection 
of service rules. To add to this is the political pa­
tronage at individual levels. Most inquiries against 
bureaucrats for wrong-doings are seen as a sham. 
Officials investigating the officials tend to adopt 
a sympathetic attitude. Most such inquiries so far 
ended up in no action as there is no will on the pan 
of the political bosses to act. In most cases, after a 
suspension, the accused official sits back at home 
for a couple of years and returns to service with 
full back-wages for the suspended period. Political 
basses running governments for five years arc game 
to these shenanigans.

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

Formal job creation declines 
further in India

EPFO data reveals 
severe distress in 

labour market
By Dr. Cyan Puthuk

Mighty “High 
Level” in 

Meghalaya & 
Lawless State
Editor,
While the whole state is 

ree ling  under the elec tion  
mood and busy preparing for 
voting, very quietly what is 
today callcd the ‘High Level’ 
and Coal Mafia arc having 
they heyday as  there is no 
one to disturb them. Crorcs 
o f  rupees an: laundered every 
night without paying taxes to 
the G overnment. Recently 
6000 .V1T o f  the Coal India 
Ltd auctioned coal was a l­
lowed to be transported and 
lifted from the designated de­
pot. Surprisingly more than 
6000 coal laden trucks were 
allow ed to transport the coal 
lo Assam via the Ratachcrra 
chcck gate  o f  M eghalaya. 
How can this happen? The 
successful bidder and  the 
so -ca lled  High Level did  
not lift the co il from  the 
designated  depot. Instead 
they transported coal from 
illegal mines and the same 
papers w ere used repeatedly 
by Various c o tl trucks to 
transport their coal.

Trucks o f  the ’High Lev­
e l’ do n o t c an y  challans 
with them as they are hand- 
in-glovcs with the officials. 
W henever anything happens 
to  these coal-ladcd trucks 
such as accidents etc.. and 
th e ir  consignm ent is  e x ­

posed, within a fraction o f  
time someone from the High 
Level immediately appears 
at the Police Stations along 
with the challans to prove 
that what is being carricd is 
legal coal.

W henever a coal truck is 
shown to be caught by pres­
sure groups or police, false 
(not fake) challans are pro­
duced. The challans are false 
in ihe sense tliat die registra­
tion number o fth c  coal truck 
caught by the policc o r pres­
sure groups docs not match 
w ith the truck num ber o f  
the G PS number mentioned 
on the challan produced by 
the High Level. T his is a big 
scam in which the officers 
at the higher levels and the 
mafia arc involved.

T h e  a u c tio n e d  coal is 
still lying at the designated 
C oa l Ind ia  L td dep o t in 
bast Jaintia Hills. The coal 
transported by the success­
ful b idde r w as not lifted  
from  the D epot bu t from  
illegal mines. The challans 
arc easily renewable several 
limes again and again as per 
the wishes and choice o f  the 
High Levels. The quality o f  
coal mentioned in the auc­
tion notice and the quality 
o f  coal transported by coal 
trucks are different.

The seized coal recently 
a uctioned  by the  D eputy 
Commissioner, Fast Jaintia 
H ills District is also trans­
po rted  in  th e  sam e  way. 
T he C o a l D ep o ts  w hich  
arc not even approved by

D opam ine is a chcm i- 
cal p resen t in the human 
body  and  is  resp o n s ib le  
for adrenaline and how wc 
behave. It spikes when wc 
experience som ething fun1' 
p le a su ra b le  a n d  a c c o rd ­
ingly dictates how we react 
to situations. Everyone has 
their ow n dopamine. Some 
arc pleasured by sports and 
this explains why they enjoy 
it. O thers arc  triggered by 
emotional movies and hcncc 
are more attracted to  them. 
M any a rc  driven by success 
and ach ievem ent and th is 
acts as their dopam ine. This 
is the reason why dopam ine 
is also know n as a ‘happy 
hormone’.

In relation to M eghalaya 
M LA  c lc c tio n  2023 , the 
voters arc  widely aftectcd 
by a p o litica l dopam ine. 
The e v en ts  in th e  p o lit i­
cal spacc and especially in 
election meetings drives out 
any thinking, reasoning and 
rational behaviour. M egha­
laya’s political dopamine is 
driven by songs and dance, 
j o y  a n d  m e rry -m a k in g , 
chcap one-upm anship and 
the w orst o f  all, name call­
ing. For example. Congress­
man Jairam Ramcsh calling 
M ukul Sangma a  modern- 
day  Judas is uncalled  for. 
Even politics must have its 
ow n nadir. But, there was 
hardly a voicc o f  condemna­
tion. O n the contrary, the po­
litical rivals took advantage 
o f  it and  added humour to 
this uncouth namc-calling. 
A m idst th is type  o f  d o p ­
amine surge, the voters have 
by and large taken their eyes 
o ff  the ball. The real mean­
ing o f  elections and what it 
purports to  achicvc is seem­
ingly lost.

Three months ago when 
the clcction discourse s tart­
ed in  soc ie ty  the re  w as a 
lo t o f  c o n sc io u s  ta lk  on 
the  need fo r good  gover­
nance through a visionary 
g o v e rn m e n t, c h an g c  and  
holistic developm ent, being 
responsible and far-sighted 
voters, etc. Less than one 
w eek before voting day, all 
good intentions and ideals 
arc lost to  one simple desire/ 
hope o f  ‘m y candidate  to 
w in .’ The problem  is  that 
there is a  tendency to  look 
o n ly  a t the  c o n s titu e n cy  
while remaining oblivious to 
what government would be 
formed. It is time to realize 
that cach  and every  voter 
a lso  d e te rm in e s  g o v e rn ­
m ent form ation. So. while 
analysing constituency also 
includc how our votes would 
in f lu e n ce  g o v e rn a n ce  o f  
M e g h a la y a . N ee d ed  a re

the com peten t au thorities 
already have coal stacked 
in them without any transit 
pass issued o r perm ission 
to stock coal in them. Even 
the orig in  o f  such  coal is 
questionable.

Every night m ore  than 
300 illegal coal trucks car­
rying illegally mined coal 
a rc  a llow ed to  ex it from 
M cghakaya to  A ssam  via 
R a tachcrra  C hc ck g a tc  o f  
the M eghalaya Government 
in Fast Jaintia d ills  District. 
This is done under the direct 
supe rv is ion  o f  the  ‘ High 
Levels’ and  the assistance 
o f  the ofticials. Each truck 
is c h a rg ed  Rs 1.30 lakh 
(One Lakh Thirty Thousand 
Rupees) by the High Level 
for easy passage all through 
their journey.

It is high time that sonic 
lo c a tio n s , e sp ec ia l ly  the 
business  ac tiv itie s  o f  the 
High Level are being put un­
der surveillance by Central 
Agencies. The placc where 
they en ter the truck num ­
bers o f  coal carrying trucks 
at East Jaintia H ills where 
the payments are made etc.. 
should be  raided regularly. 
S u rp ris in g ly , o r  pe rh a p s 
not surprisingly there is a 
widespread rumour that the 
private vehicles with fully 
tinted glasses and sometimes 
the policc themselves arc the 
couriers o f  illegal money 
which is being transported 
to safe locations during this
time.

U nless and until som e

know ledgeab le , e ffic ien t 
and brave law makers who 
would uphold the C onstitu­
tion o f  India and work with 
honesty and dedication for 
the people. Vote for the con­
stituency but also factor coal 
m ining, M cghalaya-Assam 
border issue, railways, hos­
pitals. cducat on, safety and 
security, law and order, un­
employment and under-cm- 
ploymcnt, ctc. It is  required 
lo  think o f  a governm ent 
which would act decisively 
and  dcd ica tcd ly  on these  
issues. A vote is a personal 
choice but the consequences 
arc always public. However, 
the dopam incdriving voters 
today is ‘an equation on how 
do I benefit if my candidate 
w ins.'

If  social media comments 
arc taken as »otes, then the 
new parties with a b rea th  
o f  fresh a ir vou ld  be win­
ners. They have garnered 
a form idable support base

in th e  virtual sp acc . T he 
majority are the youth who 
have been unhappy with the 
previous government. This 
a lso  show s the deg ree  o f  
discontentm ent that exists 
in  M eghalaya today. T he 
young  a rc  s tre am in g  for 
change. While the popular­
ity o f  the newer parlies are 
driven by the fact that they 
h ave  no t been tr ie d  and 
tested, the grander and older 
parties a rc  driven by their 
own media and propaganda 
cclls . But, tie  question is 
d o e s a p o s i.iv c /n e g a t iv c  
comment about a candidate 
and/or party translate into 
for/against votes on polling 
day? Positive commcnls do 
act as a dopam ine but do 
not be  m isgudcd. Positive/ 
negative comments arc not 
direc tly  related to victory/ 
loss. Say. there a rc  five c an­
didates (A. H. C , D and E)

o f  the officers along with 
the member* o f  the H igh 
Level are sent to  ja il, this 
m enace will continue and 
very soon the State will go 
to the dogs.

It is  only the H on’blc 
High Court if a t can save our 
State from the grip o f  corrup­
tion and the fiits o f  slavery. It 
is high time for the Megha­
laya High Court to direct the 
Central Agencies to raid the 
places o f  the suspects and 
bring some o f tl)c criminals 
involved in t i t  scam to book. 
Even a preventive detention 
o f  a ll the members o f  the 
‘High Levels’ and ofticials 
involved will help.

Yours ctc., 
Name withheld on rcquest.

Via email

On EVMs 
VPAT 

challenge votes
Fditor.
A t th e  outset it is  the  

prerogative of the Election 
Commission o f  India to ad­
vise the electorates to hear 
no rumour and spread no ru­
mour. The EVM machine is 
not linked to the internet and 
cybcr tampering is im pos­
sible. That all buttons stamp 
on the B JP isalic. O ne needs 
perm utation and  com bina­
tion o f  millions to achieve 
that level o f  accuracy i f  at 
all that’s possible, especially 
in our country with a dozen 
o r more candidates from a

in a constituency. I f  a com ­
ment is explicitly  positive 
for c and ida te  A then that 
might translate into a vote. 
I f  it is a negative commcnt 
for A . then the rem aining 
candidates would have only 
a 25%  chance o f  w inning the 
vote. In particular, a study 
on the cftcct o fsocial media 
on elections in the US by Fu­
ji wara ct al. in 2022 depicts 
how virtual commcnls have 
a lim ited im pact on voting 
choice.

T h e  2018  a n d  cu rrcn t 
M LA  c lc c tio n  e x p lic i tly  
underlines that the pressure 
g roups canno t b e  tru sted  
as partners in pushing for 
accountability and changc. 
They have gone a s silent as 
ihe grave. It is perplexing 
to  w onder as to  w hy they 
have not shared the social 
responsib ility  to  question  
the functioning o f  the past 
government and what they 
dem and o f  the new one. U n­

surprisingly, they will wake 
up again oncc the govern­
ment form ation dust settles. 
W hat is the dopamine that 
drives their silence? Is there 
som e so rt o f  ta c it under­
standing w ith the political 
patties? The pressure groups 
are apt at com plaining o f  a 
grow ing trust-dcficit from 
the  society . W ell, i f  th is 
is how  they function then 
w hy  b o th e r  co m p lain in g  
at all? T he only ones who 
have come out to speak arc 
H1TO. But. on listening and 
analysing H ITO ’s rhctoric 
there is a suggestion o f  it 
being linked to some candi­
dates'party.

The most disappointing 
aspcct o f  this c lcction is the 
negative campaigning. The 
p o litica l d isc u ss io n s  and 
deliberation arc more tilted 
tow ards pin-pointing the ills 
o f  the others while focus-

constitucncy.
However the cxpcricncc 

o f  the th ree  voters in  the
2019 Lok Sabha polls needs 
clarification from the ECI. 
Yes. as had been written in 
this paper, it was unfortunate 
tha t d e sp ite  the o rd e r  o f  
the Supreme Court on two 
occasions, the ECI sa t on 
those orders until the poll 
results were out. Wc the vot-
i*n o lvyinjj the di^nnvrntic
process arc eager to  exercise 
o u r  righ ts. And w hen wc 
press the button in favour o f  
the candidate, the VPAT has 
done a marvellous jo b  to give 
us the conrcct outcome.

But on complaint that the 
VPAT did not show the sym­
bol and name o f  the person 
wc have voted for, the ECI 
challenged us voters iitstead 
to prove the veracity o f  our 
com plaints by challenging 
w ith  a c crtain  am ount o f  
money for the task o f  veri­
fication lo be taken up. Why 
w ould anyone risk paying 
money, no m atter how big 
o r small the amount is, on a 
machine which may function 
perfec tly  w ell? T his chal­
lenge on voters is unconsti­
tutional.

The manner in which the 
three persons w ere treated 
o v e r  th is  m a tte r  has  not 
ye t been  rcc o n c ilcd  a nd  
rem ains a faultlinc o f  the 
EVM and ECI. A machine is 
a machine. Please reply as to 
what is being done as far as 
the fault o f  the VPAT in ihe 
lasl LS poll is concerned. If 
it is not rectified the stigma

sing very little on  what and 
how they themselves intend 
to  do  things. In any ta lk / 
d isc u ssio n  o f  say  tw enty  
minutes, only five minutes is 
dedicated towards highlight­
ing the positive points o fthc  
party. The remaining time is 
spent on demeaning, taking 
pot-shots, name-calling and 
hum iliating the opponents. 
I:lection campaigning leaves 
a lot to  be desired. The audi- 
cnce'supporters arc  partners 
in crim e. They take joy  and 
pride in such type o f  nega­
tives. This is the dopamine 
that d rives e lec tioneering  
in M eghalaya  and  a ll the 
political parties just play to 
the gallery. I f  w c thought 
that the lack o f  standards is 
prevalent only in the rural 
ham lets, think again, it is 
happening even in the city/ 
town constituencies. Now. 
what docs that say about us 
as a society?

W hat is needed now is 
a period o f  detoxification. 
T h is  can  happen th rough  
taking a step back, relaxing 
and introspecting. There is 
politica l soul searching to 
be  done. Shut oft’ a ll the 
new s, negative  dopam ine, 
tr iv ia lis in g  o f  issues and 
candidates parties. It is only 
then that we might see the 
real meaning o f  an clcction 
and the selection o f  the best 
rep rese n ta tiv e  com bined  
w ith an  effec tive  govern ­
ment. Unless wc step back 
from the currcnt hullabaloo, 
the c lea r pic ture  w ill not 
em erge . D iscuss a nd  not 
ju st through social media. 
M any stud ies have show n 
that while social media helps 
in bringing people together, 
it lacks potcncy in  bringing 
change. T his can only hap­
pen i f  people are actually  
m obilised to  com c together 
and have face-to-face frank 
and blunt discussions (read 
a  61 million person experi­
ment in social infiucncc and 
p o lit ica l m ob iliza tion  by  
Bond c t al. in  2020). This is 
the best tim e lo  do physical 
interaction in homes, streets, 
lea shops, localities, ctc.

In the end. political do ­
pam ine is good. A person 
w ho is p o litica lly  dead  is 
a lso  so c io lo g ic a lly  dead . 
W hat is required is for the 
v o te rs  to  be g u id e d  and  
driven  by a positive  d o p ­
amine. A dopamine o f  posi­
tive cam paigning, honesty, 
in teg rity , d e d ica tio n  and  
cthics. all o f  w hich will lead 
to  the  much c raved  a fte r  
g row th  and  developm ent.

( T h e  w r i te r  te a ch e s  a t 
N EH U : E m ail - benjam i-  
n2tin@ yahoo.co. in)

will never leave the voters 
and might discourage other 
voters.

Yours etc..
W. Passah.
Nongkrem

Money power 
is real

Editor.
Albert Thym iang’s  Spe­

cial Article ‘‘Election 2023: 
M oney the irresistible fac­
tor" (ST Feb 2 1.2023) made 
interesting reading and he 
has rightly sent a message, 
‘‘not to let money decide who 
you press the button for." But 
there is a b ig  problem. Why 
do you accept that worthless 
piccc o f  paper? The reason is 
faith; you have faith whether 
you arc secular o r not that 
w hen you  take tha t piccc 
o f  paper to someone they 
will also accept it and give 
you something real that you 
want. I f  you feel that nobody 
will accept that paper then 
you won’t accept it either. In 
the w ords o f  Prof. Walker 
Hicks "M oney is w hat mon­
ey docs".

Yours etc..
VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillon}' Times

The lau st Employment 
Provident Fund O rganisa­
tion (EPFO)data reveals the 
great distress in which the 
Indian labour market is pres­
ently uiukrgoing. It shows 
that formal jo b  crcation has 
been declin ing  sharp ly , a 
ground re;lity. which is in 
sharp contrast to PM N aren­
dra M odi’s claim in Rozgar 
Melas that his government 
has been distributing jobs 
and appointment letters and 
creating a large number o f  
jo b  opportunities through 
appropriate policies.

T he F.PFO provisional 
data  released in February
2023, shoved that there was 
a sharp decline o f  14.5 per 
cent in payroll enrolment in 
Dcccm bcr 2022 com pared 
to November. The month o f 
O ctober had registered the 
lowest monthly enrollment 
since May 2021. Only a little 
improvement w as registered 
in November, and that too 
waned in D cccm bcr dash­
ing the ho>e o f  the people, 
particularly the unemployed 
who were ia search o f  decent

salaried jobs.
T he actual num ber o f  

new fomut jobs, as reflected 
in the new monthly subscrib­
ers enrolment under ihe EPF, 
w ent dow n in D cccm bcr
2022 to 8.02.250 as against 
9 ,37 ,780  i m onth earlie r  
in  November. In Octobcr, 
new enrolments were only 
7.80,170. It was a great fall 
from  10.59.724 in A pril 
2022, and from 11,59,350 
in July 2022.

O f  the new EPF subscrib­
ers added in Dcccm bcr. a 
total o f  446,358 arc in the 
18-25 age group, down by
15.5 percent from 528.484 
in November. It shows that 
jo b  oppo rtun ities  fo r  the 
workforce entering the job  
markets fo* the first time arc 
declining.

The data a lso  springs a 
surprise o r gender develop­
ment. Ihe  number o f  new 
male subscribers fell more 
(14.9 per ecnt) than female 
(12.9 per c:n t) in IXvember 
2022. It is a m atter to be 
watched closely in the com ­
ing month*.

It must t>c noted that this 
data is provisional and is 
continuously revised, and 
w hen final data com es, it 
proves to be provisionally 
overestimated. Wc can take 
the exam ple  o f  th e  y e ar
2021 -22. for which w c have 
both prov sional da ta  and 
the annual report. There is a 
big difference -  provisional 
data tried  to show  form al 
em ploym ent rising  by  a l­
most 20 million w hile an 
annual report tabled in the 
Parliament o f India revealed 
a fall o f  2.58 million, which 
w as a  fall o f about 5.3 per 
ccnt. The provisional data 
therefore nust be seen in 
this background. EPFO has 
started bringing out formal 
employment using payroll 
sincc April 2018. covering 
the period sincc September
2017.

The d a a  shows that en­
rollm ent c f  the workforce 
less than 18 years o f  age 
fell to  5676  in Dcccm bcr 
from  6185 in N ovem ber, 
and 9630 in June 2022. In 
the age group 18-21 it fell 
to  2.77.3»3 in D cccm bcr

from 3,29.898 in June this 
year. Among 22-25 years o f  
age, it fell from 3.73,843 to 
3,60,188 during this period

It shows that India is fail­
ing to  provide formal jobs 
to  people between the age 
group o f  15-25, which arc 
generally first time jo b  seek­
ers. For the workforce above 
26 and above ihe data shows 
little improvement in enrol­
ment. w hich may reflect the 
continuation o f  the earlier 
enrolment in the EPF.

T he data  p e rta in ing  to 
establishments remitting fist 
ECR in the month shows a 
figure o f  only 3140 in the 
country , which w as 5 6 %  
in May 2022. It show s that 
the  num ber o f  com panies 
providing fresh employment 
to  the w orkforce has sharply 
dcclincd.

D ecem ber da ta  show s 
that 3.83.673 members exit­
ed from EPF while 8.02,250 
w ere newly enrolled. T he 
num ber o f  m em bers who 
exited, rejoined and resub- 
scribed was 10,74,454. The 
Net payroll members wcrc

thus 14.93,031. These data 
o n ly  show  how  little  the 
workforce is actually in for­
mal jobs in the county whcrc 
according to a 2020 data 90 
crorc  (about 67 pe r ccnt) 
people were in the working 
age group o f  15-64 years.

Sincc Septem ber 2017, 
the  da te  from  w hich  the 
num bers a rc  tracked , the 
num ber o f  new m em bers 
who joined and exited were 
1 ,20,625. T he num ber o f  
excited  m em bers w ho re­
jo in e d  a nd  rc su b sc rib cd  
w ere 5 ,96,443. T hus, net 
new EPF subscribers sincc 
September 2017 were only 
12,78,068. This show s the 
continued volatility in the 
I ndian jo b  market, especially 
in formal employment.

The data also shows big 
state wise differences in new 
e n ro lm en ts . T am il N adu 
enrolled the highest number 
o f  new subscribers (1297) 
under 18. Five top perform ­
ing states in this o r all o ther 
categories were Tamil Nadu. 
Maharashtra. Gujarat. Hary­
ana. and Karnataka.

Worst perform ing states 
in new enrolments under 18- 
c atcgory included Ladakh 
tha t w ent into (-1 ) w hile  
A runacha l P radesh , M a­
n ipur, A ndam an & N ico- 
bar. N agaland and Mizoram 
had zero new enrolm ents. 
Tripura had 10 and Jammu 
and Kashmir had only nine 
enrolments. These states arc 
lagging behind in almost all 
age categories.

Export services, textiles, 
trading-com m ercial estab­
lishments. and engineering 
products, building and con­
struction sectors were top 
new cnrollcr sectors in ail 
age groups.

T he E PFO  data  show s 
fo rm al e m p loym en t a l a 
very low level and that too 
w as declining. Obviously, 
in fo rm al jo b s  arc  on the  
rise. One should also note 
that the unemployment rate 
in  the country in December 
w as as high as 8.3 per cent 
a s  per only available data 
by C M IE , w hile the gov­
e rnm ent da ta  has no t yet 
been nuidc available to the 
people. (IPA Service)
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Elections and 
philanthropist traits

“  P ride works frequen tly  under a  dense mask, 
a nd  w ill often assume the garb  o f  humility. ”

—  A dam  C la rk e

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
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Done with the name-calling
FOR the past two months all that the public o f Me­
ghalaya have been reading about and hearing are 
vicious tirades by political parties targeted at their 
opponents. The Trinamool Congress has laid bare 
the scams of the outgoing MDA government and 
so has the BJP. 3ut if these panics believe that such 
revelations mailer to the voting public o f  Meghalaya 
they are mistaken. In no other election has money 
power played such an overarching role. For the first 
time ever, assis.ance meant for farmers* collectives 
under the aegis o f the Fanner’s Collectivisation 
for Upscaling Production and Marketing Systems 
(FOCUS) programme have been disbursed to non­
fanning individuals who received Rs 5000 in their 
bank accounts. Even the PRIME (Promotion and 
Incubation of Market-driven Enterprises) scheme has 
been randomly distributed with the intent o f garner­
ing public support. Needless to say this would not 
have been possible without the active assistance o f 
the bureaucracy. No wonder il is said that a politi­
cally aligned bureaucracy is a danger to democracy 
and how!

In India today we are witnessing the erosion of 
virtues that the IAS/IPS officers were imbued with 
during their training period. Virtues such as integrity, 
political neutrality, courage not to stray from the 
path are showing signs o f rapid decay. Civil servants 
arc seen to be involved in partisan politics bccausc 
they have developed an easy relationship with their 
political bosses. Its also true that civil servants 
have often had to pay the pricc for their integrity 
and those involve punishment postings. So what’s 
the incentive for them to walk the straight and nar­
row path? Also there’s no transparency involved in 
transfers and postings especially when it comcs to 
police officials. Hence many have lost the spine to 
take on the system. It’s easier to go with the flow. 
The transfer o f the above benefits to non-deserving 
individuals could not have happened without cook­
ing the books and that’s not the job o f  politicians but 
o f the bureaucracy. Here lies the mb. It’s a systemic 
fault and it’s the reason why administrative reforms 
arc stymied at every occasion.

There's onl> four more days to go before the 
people o f Meghalaya will elect their next govern­
ment. All talk about change and about cleansing the 
system will remain rhetoric bccausc the more things 
change the more they remain the same. About the 
only respite thal citizens will have after March 2, is 
the silence they long for. Needless to say, ‘thinking’ 
and ‘voting’ arc poles apart. Voters appear to have 
decided to keep their thinking under temporary 
suspension. This is what democracy has done to the 
cognitive domain o f the voters. Partly it’s the noise 
and din and the largesse that has robbed people of 
the ability to make an informed choicc. It will be 
no surprise therefore to sec the same set of people 
back at the heln.

By Toki Blali

PM has put all his 
cronies on the job to 

protect his brand image
By Sushil Kntty

4T h e  Government o f  India is putting  
everything it has into neutralizing  

the anti-M odi inform ation dumps. M odi s 
enemies no longer ho ld  the surprise  

advantage. The entire governm ent machinery 
has been p u t lo fig h t M odi's enemies.

Talk has go l around that the enemies 

o f  India, a n d  o f  India s  democracy, are 
the some who have been slandering Prime 

M inister Narcndra Modi. It is different fro m  

Indira is I n d i a . . .b u t  essentially the same, 
the unspoken 'M odi is India... ”

Price rise 
a non issue 

during polls
Editor.
The hullabaloo has sets 

in w ith all the poitica l par­
tie s  m aking  ta ll prom ises 
like  M YE card . W E card, 
the  5 -sta r  M eghalaya, the 
FO C U S and  no t to  forget 
the  c lean  politics c tc . etc. 
and the list goes on and on. 
W c have w itnessed many 
hollow political debates by 
a ll political parties debat­
ing various issues without 
substance. W hat really sad­
d e n e d  m e a s  a  c o m m o n  
man in the streets is that no 
political party dared to  touch 
on the important subject o f  
p ricc rise. T he question is 
w hy these wanm.be politi­
cal honchos totally ignored 
th is  very im portant issue. 
Perhaps the answer lies with 
us the electorates sincc wc 
easily  fall prey to freebies 
and tend to shy away from 
the  real issues H at rea lly  
make these so call<d crooked 
political leaders t:> feast in. 
W here are the NGO ’s and the 
pressure groups o f  the Jait- 
bynricw ? Arc they afraid to 
take up this issue fearing that 
their fingers w ill act burned. 
People o f  die state knew very 
well the modus o icrandi o f  
these so called protcctors o f  
the Jaitbynricw  and through 
the ir double standard they 
fooled the general public. 1 
rea lly  doubt they have the 
g u ts  to  cut th e  l ands that 
feed them  and  they don 't 
rea lly  care  aboul the su f­
fering o f  the poor people o f  
the state. Do wc a> common 
people  know  that th is is­

sue o f  p ricc rise has really 
pinched our pockcts o r arc 
we ignorant enough to turn 
the other chcck. W hat I fear 
the most is that i f  th is issue 
is  brush under the  carpet, 
a free  for a ll and  looting 
may not be that far behind 
and  G od forbid there  may 
com c a  time where anarchy 
may spill to  the streets and 
the  c o n sequences w ill be 
very high. As w e may well 
aw are  that nearly  75%  o f  
th e  e lec to ra te s  a re  be low  
the ogc o f  35. 30 the youth 
will decide the future o f  the 
state and the ball is really in 
the ir court. To conclude. I 
don't believe in clcan politics 
with dirty politician rather 1 
prefer a c lcan politician in 
d iny  politics.

Yours ctc.
Tyngshainphar Sawian 

Nongshiliang. Malki

Tribal-non- 
tribal issue a 

cheap gimmick 
by candidates 
to fool voters
Editor.
I am  flabbergasted to sec 

the claim o f  BJP candidate o f  
North Shillong constituency 
M. K harkrang that region­
al parties should not seek 
non-tribal votes (ST, dated 
17/02/2023). By that logic, 
will it not be appropriate to 
countcrclaim  that N ational 
Party  like B JP should  not 
have the right to ask for tribal
voles? 1 think these a ie  cheap 
gimmicks by the candidates 
to  w oo a nd  fool the  non- 
tribal voters which a rc  sizc-

E lcctions to  the Parlia­
m en t o r  to  th e  S ta te  A s­
sem bly arc  supposed to be 
so le m n  se rio u s  b u s in e s s  
as they a rc  exerc ises  in  a 
P a rliam entary  D em ocracy 
when people com c together 
to  e le c t the  le a d e rs  tha t 
a rc  supposed to lead them. 
W here  to . is  a  d if f e re n t 
question altogether. Elected 
representatives themselves, 
including the electorate that 
vo ted  them  to  pow er, a rc  
hard put for an answ er and I 
have no desire to debate the 
issue here. O n  the  contrary 
I propose to look at the other 
side o f  the  coin: at the funny 
side o f  elec tions and  w hat 
they bring to the table.

There are a total o f  375 
c an d id a tes  for a ll the 60 
sca ts  availab le  in  the M e­
g h a lay a  A ssem b ly . I f  w e 
arc observant enough to per­
ceive when w e read the daily 
papers, w e com e across an 
a s to n ish in g  phenom enon . 
We com c across 375 people 
w ith a w ide array  o f  follow ­
ers w ho sw ear on  the head 
o f  their m others w ho bore 
them , tha t th e ir  everyday  
though ts has a lw ays been 
a b o u t th e  w e lfa re  o f  the  
people o f  this state and on 
w ays a nd  m e an s to  ra ise  
the  s tandard o f  living o f  the 
w retched people o f  M egha­
laya. We now suddenly have 
375  p e o p le  w ith  s in c c rc  
concerns about the state and 
level o f  poverty M eghalaya 
suffers from and som e arc 
so  concerncd and d istressed 
that the ir im m ediate urge 
is to  start reducing this pov­
e rty  by d is tr ib u t in g  th e ir  
l i f e 's  sa v in g s  to  o n e  and 
all ( d o n 't look too closely 
how it was acquired. T hat's 
considered  p o litica lly  im ­
po lite) . T here  a rc  rum ors 
that the m ore desperate arc 
even distributing 25.000 per 
family w hile som e w ho are 
more tight fisted arc making 
do with pressure cookers . 
d ining sets, a lum inium  pots
and pun:; and  oven clcctric  
kettles. N ot to  b e  outdone 
others have contracted c a ­
terers and other hospitality 
experts  on how  to  keep a 
24x7 kitchen going sim ply 
to  feed the hungry and the 
poor. T his concern fo r the 
m a rg in a liz e d  a n d  d o w n ­
trodden is aw e inspiring. It 
brings back memories o f  the 
com m unity  soup  k itchens 
nin by charities during the 
B litz  on  L ondon  d u r in g  
W WII.

T h is  w in te r  h a s  b e en

able in this constituency and 
some other constituencies.

D ear non-tribal friends, 
d o n 't  g e t foo led  by  these 
cunning rhetoric o f  the can­
d id a te s  p ro jec tin g  th e m ­
selves a s  your savior. These 
a rc  the  sam e people  w ho 
d on ’t carc about the plight 
o f  our ow n Khasi - Pnar/ Bhoi1 
G aro brothers and sisters and 
given a chance will loot all 
ou r share  o f  developm ent. 
I f  you look at the nooks and 
com crs o f  the State, almost 
in every constituency repre­
sented by tribiil MLAs. you 
will sec the glaring display 
o f  public  rep resen ta tive ’s 
a pathy tow ards th e ir  own 
so-called "My PcopleT ribc ' 
w hen it com es to  develop­
m ent. How do you  expect 
them  to  take  c arc  o f  you 
w hen they arc least bothered 
about their own tribes? They 
only carc about themselves 
and that is why. while their 
properties.1 assets will grow 
up to  100-500% in 5 years 
i f  they win. you will only get 
sufterings in equal propor­
tion. The ones w ho truly carc 
about you will not segregate 
you or use you only as a vote 
bank. You should vote for 
someone who considers you 
all as equal partners in the 
process o f  developm ent o f  
your constituencies and the 
State a s  a w hole, irrespec­
tive o f  caste, crccd. religion 
o r com m unity. Right now, 
e v e ry o n e  w ill p re te n d  to  
be a saint and the protector. 
O ncc they w in. baring very 
few o f  them, it will b e ' Baap 
B ada Na B h a iyya , Sabsc  
Bada Rupiah '(loosely trans­
lated lo 'M oney is supienie
to everyone). Wc a ll have 
seen it for decadcs how  it 
g e ts  p layed  ou t a fte r  the

quite severe and even now 
w ell past the 15th o f  Feb, 
the c o ld  still lin g e rs  and  
has refused  io leave . The 
e le c to ra l p h ila n th ro p is ts  
one spoke about earlier have 
been quick to take note o f  
this change in climate. C an’t 
let the poor voter d ie  o f  cold 
before they cast their votes. 
I am  told thai an enterpris­
ing can d id a te , con testin g  
from one o f  the colder con­
stituencies. la s  o rdered a 
containcrful c f  those lovely 
fluffy Chinese b lankets to 
d is trib u te  in h is c o n s titu ­
ency. T he sudden love and 
conccm  for the poor has to 
be seen to be believed. The 
change o f  heart, to lerance 
and  opcn-m indcdness for 
the w elfare o:‘ the poor and 
the underprivileged is w on­
drous to  observe, how ever 
b rief  and transitory it m ight 
be . O ne hopeful, o f  a past 
clcction. confessed how  he 
canic home o ic  night, tired 
and worn out after a day o f  
cam paigning simply to find 
two o f  his supporters , dead 
drunk, reeking o f  the local 
hooch, snoring away on his 
bed. He d idn 't have the heart 
to offend  them by w aking 
them up and so he ended up 
sleeping on ti c sagging and 
lumpy spare bed kept in  his 
garage. Sad to add tha t he 
lost the dccticn s but the scar 
o f  the incident remained and 
he later bitter y  com plained 
"K a jingsngcw  sohsat tc  phi. 
Ban ym dei per clcction nga 
lah kyrdcm  kaduh ba kan 
dalah ia mih c it. **( Had it 
not been for the  elec tions 
I w ou ld  have k ic k cd  the 
s** t out o f  them) A h, one 
should not underestimate the 
pow er o f  the vote to  invoke 
c o m p ass io n , so c ia l to lc r-  
ancc and und:rstanding for 
the un fortunaics o f  socicty. 
Even for reeking, foul sm ell­
ing drunk* orrupy ing  your 
bed. 1 never had the nerve to 
ask where and how h is wife 
spent that pariicular night!

T he reader m ight a lso be 
surprised  a t lhe m edicinal 
properties o f  elections. C an­
d id a tes  suddenly  develop  
im proved eyesight and  all 
o f  a  sudden ita rt noticing 
leak ing  w ater m a in s, a p ­
p a llin g  roads lin e d  w ith  
potholes and broken drains, 
unm anned PHCs and C H Cs 
especially in the rural areas: 
le ak in g  school b u ild in g s

elections. I know it's  very 
difficult for lhe candidates 
who arc trying every trick to 
win the election to be  honest 
enough, but die fact o f  the 
m a tte r is  developm ent o f  
an area/constituency o r the 
State a s a whole cannot be 
fragmented in line o f  com ­
munities: rather it should be 
a holistic one-dcvclopment 
for everyone.

Perhaps. M. K harkrang 
has forgotten the ir  ta lle st 
leade r's  m artra  o f  ‘Sabka 
S a a th . S a b la  V ik a s a nd  
Sabka V ishw as '. sum m ed 
up a s 'Jan  Bhagidari (Tak­
ing all together for inclusive 
developm ent through  c o l­
lective trust and participa­
tion)' in the developmental 
process. Honourable Modi 
j i , beware! Your party men 
arc betraying your ideology 
in Meghalaya!

Yours ctc.
Prof. Lakhon Kma 

Lawsohtun

Will the 
electorate 

give a clear 
mandate to 
Meghalaya?
Editor.
We have clcctcd legisla­

to rs a nd  p o litica l p a rtie s  
supporting th; legislators in 
the past without w eighing 
the capability  o f  think ing  
for the future :>f the state and 
its citizcns and hcncc results 
in negligence o f  education 
lead ing  to  poor d e v e lo p ­
ments and tlie Mate we a ic  in
today. The rise and the devel­
opments w c could sec in  the 
United States o f  A m erica,

and  the general breakdown 
o f  in fra s tru c tu re  th a t has 
r e m a in e d  n c g lc c tc d  a n d  
overlooked  for years. The 
G ov t o f  the day  suddenly  
finds tha t il has  p len ty  o f  
unutilized  funds that need 
to  be  sp e n t. U n h e a rd  o f  
G ovt schem es are suddenly 
red iscovered  a nd  D istric t 
M agistrates and BD O s are 
s u d d e n ly  sw am p ed  w ith  
p rojects that dem and im m e­
d ia te  implementation.

As a side line. I would be 
very m uch interested in the 
p e rcen tage  o f  su rv iva l o f  
those pigle ts distributed to 
dum founded fam icrs a few 
m onths ago. Perhaps some 
la rge  hearted  a nd  curious 
RTI expert might like to find 
out. MLAs a lso  suddenly 
w ake  up  to  th e  fac t tha t 
they have m oney to  spare 
from  the  M LA  funds that 
th e y  have  been  h oard ing  
and  sitting on like brooding 
hens fo r the last four years. 
W ork orders for repairs then 
s tan  falling I ike confetti at a 
w edding party. That desire 
to  do  good: to be charitab le: 
to  be benevolent: to be com ­
passionate and to bring forth 
th a t h u m a n ita ria n  s treak  
tha t lay bu ried  so  long in 
ou r selfish natures can only 
be prodded and  aw akened 
by elections. T his rcaehcs 
to  such a crescendo that at 
tim es the candidate him self 
gels carried  aw ay w ith his 
new found obsession to do 
good to  others. He sincerely 
believes tha t G od  to o  has 
noticed his good deeds and 
ticked  m arked them in his 
golden note book for future 
reference. Therefore it is no 
w onder for some over enthu­
siastic  hopefuls to proclaim  
that "he  and h is fam ily will 
f ind  th e m se lv es  som eday  
sitting in the front pew s in 
sonic m ansion beyond the
pearly gates"1

Let me rem ind the reader 
that decadcs and even centu­
ries o f  preaching could not 
have had such a phenomenal 
im pact in converting people 
to  love their fellow beings as 
e lections can. May Lakshnii 
no t fo rge t to  sh o w er her 
blessings on those w ho give 
away thousands in  charity ( 
on ly  during c lcction tim e o f  
course) to  the poor, in  the 
expectation to m ake crores 
o u t o f  such  in v estm en ts . 
T he o n ly  trag e d y  is tha t

leading European countries, 
o th e r  developed  sta te s o f  
India, etc.. a rose  from the 
prcfercnee to  include edu­
cation a s first priority o f  the 
government. I am  very sorry 
to  say that we have not un­
derstood yet the role played 
by education in the  develop­
m ents o f  ou r state.

Now  wc could  see  and 
se n se  from  m edia  reports 
that in this Assembly Elec­
tio n  2023  th e  p e op le  a rc  
anxious to vote lo r a change 
o f  government leading to a 
better governance, but from 
the interactions w c had with 
the electorates in almost all 
the constituencies in Khasi 
a nd  Ja in tia  H ills it is a n ­
ticipated that there  w ill be 
a  change from a  bad to the 
w orse  governm ent. M ay I 
request the electorate to  be 
responsib le  by  reth ink ing  
for a better tomorrow during 
these  few  rem ain ing  days 
before exercising their fran­
chise on February 27. 2023. 
Let us not put ourselves into 
a decision for a chaotic state 
that may disturb peace and 
harmony in our w ay o f  life.

It will not be difficult for 
anyone to predict the result 
o f  the election on  March 2.
2023 and the outcom e o f  it 
w ill be the fo rm ation o f  a 
coalition  governm ent that 
w ill still ncglcct education 
which may be w orse than the 
MDA government wc have 
experienced so far. I bet that 
w ith  the  new  governm ent 
w e  w ill e x p erien c e  m ore  
problem s (especially on un­
employment. improvements 
o f  educa tional and  health  
levels, repaym ent o f  loans 
taken  by the past gove rn ­
m ents and  othci develop ­
m ent activities, e tc.) a s  they 
have been created by the past 
governments. The beginning

th is  “ new  found  lo v e  for 
thy neighbor" is  cxpcctcd  
to  last only till the 27th o f  
F ebruary  2023. A fter that 
it 's  back to  norm al, every 
m an for h im self and even if  
scores should perish under 
illegal coal pits, it's  the fault 
o f  the poor them selves for 
venturing into such  danger­
o u s  p la ce s. T he rich w ill 
c on tinue  to  rem a in  above 
suspicion.

It is c laim ed that M egha­
laya is a predom inant C hris­
tian  sta te  o r  so I am  told. 
Politicians have never lost 
sight o f  this aspect and have 
a lw ays been quick to refer to  
the biblc. its quotes and  its 
parab les to  streng then  any 
pa rticu lar pitch they w ish 
to  im press the ir  aud ience  
w ith. In the  cu rrcn t po lls  
a particular party has been 
la m b a s te d  for u s in g  the  
tunc o t a religious hymn to 
prop  up their e lectioneering 
lim erick. Well I guess a ll's  
fair in love and  w ar. Lessons 
front the biblc to  love one 
another, to practice charity 
and  to  help the poor have 
been referred to above. O ne 
o f  the  m ore used references 
is to  forgiveness where the 
candidate seeking votes for 
him self docs not forgcttoask 
forgiveness for any  w rongs 
o f  omission and commission 
o f  h is  past. Sham e , W hat 
sham e? A nother quote  from 
the  ho ly  book often  used 
in  po ll c am p a ig n s  is  the 
issue  o f  faith. C anvassing  
candidates have never lost 
the opportunity  to  em ploy 
the analogy o f  the mustard 
seed with the faith the voter 
must have on them and  the 
party  they represent.

M ost o f  us have a ttended 
and  heard these passionate 
excerpts front the B iblc and 
the  g u llib le  a m o n g s t us 
have lived to  rue the day wc 
sw allow ed such crap. Some 
m ight ca ll such  prac ticcs  
opportunistic  but lets allow  
the poor souls thischancc  to 
practice their art o f  oratory 
b ecau se  o n c c  c lc c tc d . in 
the A ssembly, m ost p refer 
to  c lam  sh u t an d  rem a in  
dum b as m annequins. Yes 
politicians have  quoted  all 
the  B ib le  v e rse s  to  hype 
up the ir  im age . bu t how  
com c not one  o f  them have 
e ver referred or mentioned 
Z acchacus, the m an w ho 
returned back to  the public 
w h at he had  s to le n  from  
them ?

o f  rough days ahead are wait­
ing for us so wc have to  be 
prepared for accepting the 
challenges whatever be  the 
hardship it puts us through. 
Change your m indsets while 
tim e is  still w ith us ( however 
short it may be) for the bet­
terment o f  the future o f  our 
children and grand children 
o r  be ready  to  accep t the 
blam e that w e a rc  the  one 
w ho have brought out all the 
hardships in their life.

Again, w ith our poor se­
lec tion  o f  leg is la to rs , we 
h av e  no t go t th e  a u th o r­
ity  to carry out a policy or 
course  o f  action, regarded 
a s  g iven  by  the clcc toratc  
to  a party o r candidate that 
w ins an clcction, so w c have 
been  e x p er ien c in g  w orse  
governm en ts ignoring  the 
importance o f  education for 
tlie past fifty years plus with 
negligible developm ents in 
all sectors o f  our state, so it 
is im portant to  review  our 
decision now that wc don ’t 
regret in future. T he deci­
sion we m ake now will be so 
important and crucial that it 
m ay save u s from becoming 
the Frankenstein who will be 
a crcator o f  future problems. 
I am  100% sure that i f  wc 
m ake correct decision at this 
stage, w c can hope to  see  
good govcrnancc with full 
concentration on  education 
leading to developm ents in 
all spheres which can give 
us peace and harmony in our 
lifestyles.

Yours ctc.
Louis Pyngrope 

Riatsamthiah

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

d ira is  Incia. India is  Indira'. 
None o f  M odi's sycophants 
have the  same imagination 
and skill. But conflating In­
dia w ith Modi and vice versa 
docs not require rockct sci- 
cncc. That being said. Modi 
w as never before neck-dcep 
in  a  swamp.

The Government o f  India 
is putting everything it has 
in to  neutralizing the an ti- 
M odi inform ation dum ps. 
M odi's enem ies no longer 
hold the surprise advantage. 
T he entire government m a­
chinery h is been put to  fight 
M odi's enemies.

Talk has go t around that 
th e  c n ctric s  o f  India, and 
o f  India's dem ocracy, arc 
the  same w ho have  been 
slandering Prim e M inister 
Narcndra Modi. It is differ­
ent from in d ira  is In d ia ...', 
but esseniially the sam e, the 
unspoken 'M odi is In d ia ... '

Be it the BBC docum en­
tary 'M odi The Q uestion ', 
o r  'H indcnburg Research's 
revelations‘about Adani that 
m ade people dum p A dani 
shares in bloody haste. In­
d ia 's  democratic credentials 
and Modi's reputation w ere

accusations m ade by H in­
dcnburg o r G eorge Soros? 
The first one  has been de­
clared unethical and there­
fore unbelievab le  bccausc 
‘he ' short-sells: the sccond 
accusator dism issed bccausc 
he is not only "old. rich and 
opinionated" but also " dan­
gerous".

Is that a fig leaf? W ho 
is the  guy  dangerous for, 
and why? By the way docs 
som ebody  being  “danger­
ous" allow  somebody else, 
w ho may not be altogether 
aboveboard, go  scot-frcc?  
W hatever happened to logic 
and the pursuit o f  truth?

T he story, as it stands, is 
that all o f  India's might and 
all o f  India's resources have 
been pu t on the block for 
the  protection o f  one  man 
a cc u scd  o f  h a v ing  o v e r­
stepped his brief. R ightly 
speaking, there’s a taint on 
his fair name and he should 
do everything that he possi­
bly can to d e a r  his name and 
not leave it to the imagina­
tion o f  the electorate. That 
probably will b e  the panacca 
for a  dem ocracy hurt. (/PA 
Service)

Protcciion o f  democracy 
and protection o f  Prime Min­
ister Narcndra M odi’s stand­
ing have bccom c the No. I 
p rio rity  o f Ind ia ’s grow th 
story, and no t necessarily  
in that order. From the Vice 
P residen t o f  India to  the 
E xternal A ffa irs M in ister  
o f  India, everyone o f  any 
stand ing  has been  put on 
the job .

O f  course , sycophancy 
m ust be  in the curriculum  
vitae. Prime M inister N ar­
cndra Modi faces enem ies 
galore, including foreigners, 
un-Indians and non-Indians. 
The ‘un -hd ians’are Indians 
but harbour ill-will for India. 
P rim e M inister N arcndra  
M odi in particular.

Prime M inister Narcndra 
Modi is s: id to be a victim o f  
"dum ping o f  inform ation", 
which is rothing but another 
form o f  invasion. O ne that 
c a lls  fo r  im m ed ia te  neu ­
tral izatio i because India's 
growth story, o f  which Prime 
M inister Narcndra Modi is 
the c h ic f irchitcct. is 
under a tuck.

The "doctored 
narratives" made 
conccntric circles 
around Narcndra 
M odi anc gave 
s l e e p l e s s  
n i g h t s  to  
everybody  
in  the Modi 
g o v e r n -  
mcnt. Link­
ing India’* 
g r o w t h  
s to r y  to 
P r i m e  
M in is te r  
Narcndra 
M o d i is 
t h e  c s -  
s c n c c  o f  
the  ‘Save 
M o d i ’ 
campaign.

Vice Pres­
ident Jagdccp 
D h an k a r  and  
E A M  J a i s -  
h ankar arc at 
th e  fo re fro n t .
B oth  a rc  s p e n d ­
in g  tim e a nd  e x ­
pending energy in 
huge  am ounts to  
run dow n those 
w ho a rc  alleg­
ed ly  ru n iin g  
dow n democ­
racy  and  P rim e  M in iste r  
Narcndra Modi.

DK Barooah coined ‘In-

both hurt, and arc willy-nilly 
intertwined. Both have to be 
protected.

There cannot be  a sacri­
ficial lanib and a circling o f  
wagons bccomcs mandatory. 
Modi has been truly slan­
dered. and for reasons that 
a re  d ifficult to  p rove  they 
were doctored. The question 
is should somebody, ever so 
high, be allow ed remission 
for a crim e ju st bccausc he 
gets spoken o f  in the same 
breath as "democracy should 
be protected"?

Perhaps dem ocracy will 
survive, and will live to fight 
an o th er tim e, i f  a c tio n  is 
taken against the one using 
the cloak o f  dem ocracy to 
overstay his welcome. Docs 
anybody have the impression 
that this dem ocracy will not 
survive Narcndra Modi? Is 
he indispensable for India's 
growth story?

Deep dow n in their 
, h e arts  and in the ir  

a r te r ie s  th r o u g h  
w hich free  flow s 
their blood, youth 

will soon begin 
to  ask w hy an 
entire ecosys­
tem has been 
g e a r e d  to  
help one per­

son escape the 
vagaries o f  his 
own mistakes? 
The person in 
question, why 
cannot he face 
the inquisition, 
even if  it is an 
inquisition, so 
be it?

F o r  how  
long w ill the 
v i l l a in  o f  
th e  p ic c c  
h i d e  in  
th e  fo ld s  

o f  d e m o c ­
r a c y 's  sk irt?  
To  sa y  tha t 
H indcnburg  
played dirty, 
a n d  th e n  a 

repeat o f  the 
same set o f  accusa­
tions by somebody 
e lse , w here  does 
be lie f  tu rn  to a c ­
ceptance? In there, 

in the dum ps o f  
in  f o r m a t io n ,  
th e re  m u st be  

dem ents o f  truth 
t  o  unearth, right?

H as  a n y b o d y  in  g o v ­
ernm ent denied any  o f  the



T H E  SH ILLON G  TIM ES, SH IL L O N G , FRIDAY, FEBRU A RY  24. 2023 (SIX )

Will Meghalaya 
choose development?

By Sujit Kumar Mohunty

UA person who never m ade a  mistake \ 
never tried anything new. ”

—  A lb ert E instein

T h e S h illon g  T im es
Vd Noel AY No. | n  SIIII.I.ONC, FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 2*. 202?

Old party, new life
IT'S quite unpredictable as to whether the Congress 
party can return to lead the nation in the near future. 
But the pan-India organizational network -  not 
strength -  of ihe party is matching with that of the 
governing political establishment, the BJP. This may 
be in a dormant state in some regions but retains the 
inner strength to revitalize itself at the appropriate 
time. The three-day, 85th plenary of the Congress 
party beginning today in Nava Raipur in Chhat- 
tisgarh might not come up with any earth-shaking 
decisions, but ihe presence of some 15,000 delegates 
there lends the meeting a charm o f its own.

The Congress party's relevance today is that de­
mocracy requires the presence of a strong opposition. 
The regional parties, mostly run by greedy dynasts, 
are incapable of effectively facing the BJP or giving 
reassurance to the nation even if they group together 
without the involvement of the principal Opposition, 
the Congress party. This is clear as sunlight. Apart 
from discussirg political linkages, the plenary would 
decide on the major recommendations of the Udaipur 
Chintan Shivir held eight months ago after which 
new president Mallikarjun Khargc holds the reins 
of the party. This meant the “first family" chose to 
stand aside in a technical sense, but not keep apart 
from the running of the party. Even today, the party 
cannot do without the overarching inllucncc of Sonia 
Gandhi. Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi. This 
is in the DNA of the tri-colour party since a long 
time after Indira Gandhi split the original Congress 
and later formed her own outfit, which eventually 
paraded itself as the present Congress Party.

Significantly, the Nava Raipur meet aims to make 
the party younger by facilitating the induction of a 
sizeable numbers of people below age 50 -  mean­
ing the eventual gaining o f an upper hand for the 
youth in the grand old party. If India must change 
substantively, its old guard, the deadwood. must ei­
ther stand asicc or be dumped. A change o f  mindset 
is what the governing establishments require today, 
first and foremost. Ageing men cannot think anew. 
Youths require freedom to perform and inject the 
animal spirit in the nation's growth process. It is here 
that the relevance of Rahul Gandhi, 52, must be em­
phasized. The run-of-the-mill uniformed politician 
with his jadcdand greedy mindset is the curse o f the 
nation. Those with a modem mindset must step in 
and lead the people. In this context, a global citizen 
like Shashi Tharoor's presence in the CWC may be 
facilitated. India must discard its antiquated styles 
and catch up with the changing world.

Nearing the end of 
the crazy season

By Patricia Mukhim

Letters to tic  Fditor

A glimmer of 
hope, finally!
Editor,
As the build up towards 

the upcoming polls is thaw­
ing. there is a ’shot in the 
am i” with the emergence o f  
fresh ideologue; that come 
in the form o f  fresh young 
Tonys, Brightslars. Manuels. 
May bom s and tic  like in nu­
merous constituencies. Their 
new ideas shared through 
several platfonrs viz. com ­
m unity common platform , 
interviews etc. la s  certainly 
caught up with many voters.
They arc promising lo  say
the least, and  the fact that 
many o f  them have sacrificed 
their budding careers to enter 
politics says a let about their 
character. Wc cannot deny 
w e h ad  one  o f  the  w ors t 
g roups o f  clccioral repre­
sen ta tion  in 2018, w hich 
brought about much anguish 
and despondency among all 
o f  us. The ofTshoot o f  these 
young leaders stemmed from 
an a ir o f  melancholy that has 
surrounded us for a number 
o f  years now, and whether, 
these energetic new  faces 
come out triumphant o r not 
on the March 2. 2023 mat­
te rs  very lit tle  fo r m any 
disenchanted  citizens like 
us. but one  thing is  sure, 
they have given us "a glim ­
mer o f  hope." which wc arc 
desperately in need of. Wc 
a lso  hope there will be a 
comcback for a num ber o f 
the “now well-oiled leaders” 
that lost in the last polls, 
fearless lawmakers who will 
usher in  the much-needed 
change.

Yours etc., 
Lawrence Phcrliam Sunicr.

Via email

Freedom is 
priceless! 
Wake up 

voters
Editor,
S incc  e lec tio n s  a re  at 

our doorstep 1 would like to 
highlight just a few impor­
tant reminders to everyone 
who is reading this letter. 
It’s high time for us voters to 
carefully exercise our power 
in giving our votes, by not 
selling it for "small" amounts 
o f  money, bccausc doing so 
will hamper our liberty in the 
long run. Wc may not realise 
this now, but it will surely 
affect our future! Let us rea­
lise that wc cannot buy our 
freedom which wc arc still 
enjoying in our democratic 
country, for even now  wc 
arc already w itnessing the 
decline o f  democracy in our 
country due to the inefficient 
functioning and the excesses 
o f  the present government at 
the Centre, which is already 
corrupting the federal nature 
o f  India as well.

To examine carefully the 
character o f  our representa­
tives is much needed, which 
today can be done through 
various m eans and modes 
available to us, before d e ­
c iding whom to choosc. It 
is also very important for us 
who belong to the minority 
sections to protect our iden­
tity, for i f  we fail to realise 
this, no doubt we w ill be 
trampled over by these ma- 
joritarian forces that have 
hijacked our country and in 
such a ease we will lose the 
liberties which wc arc enjoy­
ing now.

Yours etc..
Name withheld on request.

Via email

The noise, the rhetoric, 
the singing, dancing, gyrat­
ing et a l will end on  Sat­
urday. S o  too  the  c raven 
desire  to  be outrageous at 
public platforms. Fancy this! 
A BJP candidate says in  a 
public platform that he can 
enter right inside Narcndra 
M odi's kitchen because as 
a BJP m ember he is like the 
youngest son o f  Modi. Such 
utterances makes one wonder 
if  people have temporarily 
taken leave o f  their senses 
during this period when wc 
should all actually be more 
c irc u m sp e c t b c ca u sc  wc 
arc determ ining the fate o f  
our State and the future o f  
our younger citizcns. These 
young c itizens need to sec 
that ray o f  hope in the distant 
horizon but the thinking lot 
who arc becom ing a small 
majority in Meghalaya arc al­
ready disenchanted by what 
they see. Frankly speaking, 
they see no hope when they 
scan through the names and 
faccs o f  the contestants, bar­
ring the few bright sparks 
whose chance o f  being elect­
ed by people bribed to  their 
necks with money and booze, 
seems distant.

T his rap id  co llap se  o f  
trust and the rise o f  animosity 
against a system that defies 
change arc em otional, not 
intellectual problem s. And 
wc as a socicty have not yet 
leamt to  appreciate that emo­
tions arc often more powerful 
and override the intellect and 
that most o f  our decisions arc 
not based on reason but emo­
tions because  we hum ans 
arc wired that way. The only 
people who seem to under­
stand this arc politicians even 
though w c may write many 
o f  them o f f  for not being 
educated enough. T he point 
is they have learnt ihe art 
o f  managing our emotions. 
They can inflame passions 
at will! Look at how wc have 
been taken by their eloquent 
speeches that w c have to be 
fearful o f  the "outsider," the 
alien who will take away ev­
erything from us. But at the
end o f  the day it 's  the politi­
cian. not the non-tribal/alicn1' 
dkliar who takes away what’s 
due to us in all o f  five years! 
It's  politicians who have the 
last laugh by conning us into 
believing them.

American journalist and 
poet Carl Sandbuig oncc said 
that politicians m ust wear 
three hats -  one for talking

NPP gains 
maturity

Fditor.
Apropos o f  the spccial 

a rtic lc , ’’V oters a ffcc tc d  
by political dopam ine” by 
Benjamin Lyngdoh and the 
headlines” NPP heads to poll 
sans CM facc,” (ST February 
2023). Lyngdoh’s excellent 
article is a wake-up call to 
the politically conscious to 
ponder and act. I agree wilh 
Lyngdoh tha t, "unless wc 
step back from the current 
hullabaloo, the clear picture 
w ill not em erge. D iscuss 
and not just through social 
media”. A media that sways, 
fools and impacts them by 
anxiety, headaches, sadness 
and m uscular strain, causing 
the ir lives to  fall apart o r 
more for throwing life into 
disarray. A s to the headlines, 
the National People’s Party 
has taken a 'sound decision' 
that the "new clcctcd NPP 
Ml-As will sit together im­
mediately after the counting 
o f  votes and clcct a leader.” 
indicates the maturity o f  NPP 
leaders.

Yours etc.
VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

Shocking 
incident 
at Umroi 

constituency
Fditor.
I am  shocked  lo  learn 

from reports appearing in the 
print media about ihe most 
painful and unfortunate in­
cident that took place in  La- 
bansaro and Nongrah under 
Umroi village on the night 
o f  February 20.2023. which
has caused physical harm

through it; one for throwing 
in ihe ring andonc for pulling 
rabbits out of. In Meghalaya, 
som e politicians are doing 
all th ree  but Ihe first one  
the most -  talking through 
their hats because ihcy don’t 
have anythin*; o f  substance 
to say. They have won their 
votes through cheap w ise­
cracks and ironically some 
represent constituencies that 
a rc  supposedly in te llectu­
ally superior than most! But 
pe rhaps w c arc w rong in 
a ssessing  that in te llect. It 
shuts down diring  this sea­
son  bccausc  th e re ’s on ly  
that much that ihe mind can 
process especially when wc 
are bombarded by social me­
dia cvciy minute these days 
and wc sec women holding 
currency noie< in their hands 
and dancing away witlessly 
or some politician spewing 
out some outrageous drivel. 
Wc have had fc>o much bom­
bardment o f  ihe senses this 
elec tion  and one  w onders 
what effect this will have on 
our co llec tiv ; psyche post 
March 2.

T here 's a aundry list o f  
scams against the NPP-lcd 
MDA government, ihe latest 
one being the land scam in 
the U rban A ffairs D epart­
ment. There could be many 
more that wc are not aware o f  
because ihe lid is not yci bro­
ken and they arc not just the 
seams committed by ihe NPP 
but by their partner-in-crime 
the UDP which is now look­
ing at a  Khasi Chief Minister 
so  a s lo  facilitate more loot 
in this rcgicn. Som etim es 
these mindless claim s make 
us feel exasperated because 
w e know the devious intent 
o f  these peopc and bccausc 
they th ink  we a re  c re tins 
need in g  to  be tu to re d  in 
politics.

At ihe time when Covid 
hit us wc all fell vulnerable 
and I am sure even politi­
cians felt ko. Day* ago wc
lost one  candidate  in  the 
midst o f  the cam paign a l­
most as i f  to  shake us out o f  
ou r stupor o f  invincibility. 
But humans arc impervious 
to these life lessons. They 
continue with their pursuit 
o f  wealth and pow er without 
being moved by the inherited 
uncertainties o f  life itself. 
After March 2 when the heal

and injuries to the TMC can­
didate’s wife and h is broth­
ers- in-law. From  reports 
it is clear that the incident 
took p lace  in connec tion  
with the current elections in 
Umroi const tucncy. Those 
responsib le  arc defin itely  
goons and  hoodlums used 
by ccrtain rivals o f  the TMC 
candidate w in  clear criminal 
intent o f  causing physical 
harm and fear psychosis not 
on ly  to  the candidate, his 
fam ily members, h is party 
workers but also his support­
ers. This Bihar and U P types 
o f  p o litic s  by em ploying  
goons and criminal elements 
arc foreign lo M eghalaya. 
This is highly condcmnablc 
and stem  ac ion should be 
taken against ihe perpetra­
tors. Such actions must be 
shunned here in ou r state 
which had witnessed peace­
ful elections during the last 
50 years. Let all o f  us Mc- 
g h a lay a n s , w h erev e r  w c  
arc. disallow and abhor such 
kinds o f  evil in socicty.

Yours etc..
Philip Marwcin, 

Senior Journalist.
Shillong-2

Maharashtra 
to revert to 
Old Pension 

Scheme (OPS)
Editor.
T he e lection resu lts to  

the M em ber's L egislative  
C ounc il (M LC')in M aha­
rashtra announced on the 
fust week o f  I his month has 
ended with a ed-facc  for the 
BJP and its allies both at Ihe 
state and the centre for being 
com prehensively defeated 
by the opposition in three 
out o f  five scats. These con­
stituencies are traditionally

and dust settles, hopefully af­
ter some rain ( It has begun to 
rain cats and dogs in Sohra) 
a s a citizen first and a media 
person later my attention will 
be on how the prospective 
decision-makers arc crcaling 
even ts but on how  people 
perceive these events. In a 
state like M eghalaya, w ith 
its  subterranean m oorings 
and non-overlapping lenses, 
the process by which people 
nuke  sense o f  events is more 
im portan t than th e  even t 
itself.

T h e  e lec tio n  th is  tim e 
has become a soap opera in 
which all o f  us have w illy- 
nilly acted our parts. Those 
with concern for the future 
o f  M eghalaya have  failed 
to step out o f  their comfort 
zones and lo hit the streets 
tocountcr Ihe falsehoods and 
call out the lies o f  those who 
have treated the slate as their 
p e rsona l s tro n g b o x  from 
which to draw out money to 
bum. In covering this elec­
tion one has seen from close 
quarters how power inequal­
ity  shapes people's lenses. 
T h e re 's  bo th  ideo log ica l 
and emotional polarisation. 
Campaigning has been loud 
and jarring. Candidates have 
been talking over each other 
even al common platforms 
instead o f  having conver­
sa tions. The po litica l vo­
cabulary this lim e has been a 
burlesque ofhyper-vcmilatcd 
men and women saying one 
thing but meaning something 
else. Do these lectures matter 
to the enslaved mind o f  the 
apathetic listener w ho is paid 
to  attend  these  m eetings? 
No. they don 't. People here 
arc still innoccnt enough to 
remain loyal to the one who 
pays them the money.

Ultimately the election is 
a wound that never heals. If 
the same coalition shindig 
returns with BJP leading the 
lambs it will be revealed that
people o f  M eghalaya have
not used their experiences 
to vote freely. Their choices 
have been short-circuited by 
the money pow er dem on­
strated wilh such vulgarity 
this season. Il is said that 
c.xpcricnce is not what hap­
pens to you but whai you do 
with w hat happens lo  you. 
C learly, from w hat can be 
gathered so  far ihe people

the RSS and BJP bastions. 
And. lo and behold. Nagpur, 
the impregnable fortress o f  
RSS w as also captured by the 
opposition party and the BJP 
had to bite the dust. Wonders 
never cease: constituencies 
rep resen ted  by G adgari. 
ihe Union Minister for Road 
transport & highways and 
Fadnavis the Stare’s finance 
Minister wcrc wrested by the 
oppositions!

On the hindsight o f  this 
disastrous defeat ihe BJP’s 
th ink  tan k  have com e to 
the conclusion that the pre­
em inent fac tor lead ing  to 
the ultim ate defeats o f  the 
saffron party was the issue 
ofOPfJ sincc nut 1 i tied by the
Maharashtra government on 
N ovem ber 1st. 2005 10 its 
em p loyees. A dd itiona lly , 
F adnavis had . p reced ing  
this M LC elections, declared 
in  th e  A ssem bly  tha t h is 
gove rnm en t w as th rough  
a nd  th rough  a g ain st OPS 
given that i f  the same was 
rehabilitated a whopping Rs 
1. 10  lakh crorcs would have
lo be expended from govern­
ment's kitty.

However, post the Coun­
cil 's  polls, c h ie f  m inister 
Shinde and finance minister 
Fadnavis have purportedly 
thought o f  taking a call on 
OPS as they a re  convinced 
tha t OPS c an  bccom c  an 
Achilles' heel for the BJP al 
Ihe hustings across the nation 
in near future. But there is 
app rehension  tha t such  a 
strategy may ju st be a pie in 
the sky as the central lead­
e rsh ip  under M odi would 
never allow it to sec that light 
at the end o f  the tunnel!

A gainst ihe fo rego ing  
contentions, oncofthcM L C  
m em bers has com m ented 
that OPS is an issue very 
elose lo the heart o f  teach­
ers and general employees. 
T he la tte r  reitera ted  that

o f  Meghalaya have no past 
expericiKC whatsoever. They 
seem  to enter every election 
without keeping a record o f  
ihe past.

The Thcm-Mclor (Sweep­
e r Lane) issue is forgotten: 
the Power Scam is  forgot­
ten; people w ho have not 
had pow er connection but 
have been served with bills 
will forget that too on Feb 
27. Peop le  w ho w ere not 
given their Covid dues will 
no longer rem em ber that 
ih c y  have  be en  c h ea ted . 
Parents whose children can­
n o t a tte n d  school due  to 
abjcci poverty will believe 
they deserve their fates. It's 
their fault that they arc poor. 
W hat can the governm ent 
do? This has been drummed 
into their senses. W hatever 
com es their way is a  bonus 
they arc grateful for. The free 
rice meant for the poorest 
hul sold elsewhere and ihe 
m oney pockctcd  by those 
in pow er is forgotten. And 
this is because people also 
a re  not told what schemes 
ihe Government o f  India has 
m arked out for them. The 
communication system from 
governm ent to the public 
is alm ost non-cxistcnt. The 
public information dissemi­
nation system has been used 
only to tell the public that 
the government inaugurated 
this, that and the other. This 
is the governance system wc 
have lived with for 50 years 
and it will continue until the 
poor rise up one day and start 
a revolution. Wc await that 
moment o f  emotional revolu­
tion because, not everything 
about the em otions is bad. 
Politicians have played with 
our emotions for so long. It's 
time ihcy get a taste o f  their 
own medicine too.

Right now the echo cham­
ber wc live in prevents us 
from  so rting  ou t o u r  p ri­
o ritie s  and  having in te lli­
gent convcrsat ions about the 
complex policy problems wc 
encounter. Some o f  us blame 
the internet for inflam ing  
the m ost negative  hum an 
reactions, th e  in ternet is 
not lo blame; our unguidcd 
passions are. I am  sure even 
a t th is m om ent many feel 
a ccrtain  w eariness o f  the 
soul; a sort o f  exhaustion that 
induces pessimism which in 
turn makes us cynical and 
pessimistic. O h. the burden 
o f  elections!

under OPS, a c lass 3 sta ff  
on superannuation gets Rs
22.000 per month whereas 
in the New Pension Scheme 
(N P S) the sam e  category  
m ay draw  less than 50% 
o f  ihe said amount, lienee, 
government is being urged 
to  exp lo re  a su sta inab le  
formula with which ihe state 
government would not have 
to bear any financial burden 
on implementation o f  OPS. 
And. contcxtualaliscd on the 
government argum ent that 
OPS can be a veritable pres­
sure to the state's exchequer, 
the em ployees’ union have 
a rgu a b ly  re to rte d  tha t as 
the s ta te 's  economy grows 
around  12% p e r  y e ar the 
depletion to this effect can 
be viably made good to  a 
significant extent.

Fither way. at the end o f 
the day, Maharashtra’ being 
con tro lled  by the Saffron 
governm ent at the centre  
the former has had lo follow 
to a tec the command o f  the 
latter. The em ployees may 
have got wind o f  it ; hence 
on February 27th next they 
have proclaim ed a s ta te ­
w ide strike to press for their 
demand for OPS.

R egard ing  o u r  state o f  
Meghalaya, there is a wide­
sp read  b e l ie f  tha t in the 
forthcom ing Assembly elec­
tions i f  a next government is 
headed by NPP- BJP and 
a conglomerate o f  regional 
parties. Ihe OPS dream  o f 
ihe state’s employees who 
joined services after March
3 1 st. 2010 i s bound to be ut­
terly nipped in the bud.

Yours etc..
Jerome K Diengdoh.
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On February 27th, 2023, 
Meghalaya will hold its 11 th 
G enera l E lection to  c lcc t 
represen ta tives for its  60 
assembly constituencies. It 
marks a long journey from 
its creation as a separate hill 
stale on January 20*21,1972. 
Despite its initial impetus to 
unite the Khasi, Jaintia, and 
G aro com m unities for the 
preservation o f  their racial 
identity, language, and cul­
ture. Meghalaya still faces 
significant econom ic  and 
social challenges even after 
50 years o f existence.

According to the Reserve 
Bank o f  India's 2023 annual 
publication , M eghalaya 's  
contribution to lotal tax rev­
enue o f  the nation for 2021-
22 w as o ily  0 .3% . w hile 
new ly carved s ta te s such 
as Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 
and  U ttarakhand con trib ­
uted 2.3%, 2.0%, and 1.1% 
respectively. Furthermore. 
M eghalaya 's  ou tstand ing  
liabilities .m ount io a stag­
gering Rs. 17433.1 crore.

O ne o f  the reasons for 
Meghalaya’s poor economic 
indicators can be attributed 
to  the prevalence o f  xeno­
phobic politics. Despite the 
world embracing nco-libcral 
policies. Meghalaya strug­
gles to  dctach its e lf  from 
die negative conscqucnccs 
o f  xenophobia.

T he idea o f  M eghalaya 
being a stale o f  people hav­
ing ’pure Wood' is espoused 
by various m ilitant organi­
zations. which is like the 
ideology o f the Third Reich 
under Ado f  Hiller. The rise 
o f  xenophobia in M egha­
laya can  be a ttr ib u te d  to 
the strong sense  o f  group 
iden tity , where ind iv idu ­
als identify with ihcir own 
group  and view  outsiders 
as a threat. This has led to 
an “ us vs them " m ental­
ity and the dcmonization o f  
outsiders.

The taking up o f  business 
opportunities by non-native 
individuals and  play ing  a 
significant role in running 
the economic wheel o f  the 
state leads to  frequent un­
justified demand o f  ousting 
established economic activ­
ity. This i i  turn results in 
frequent skirmishes, resent­
ment and liostility towards 
immigrants. However, blam­
ing  outsiders fo r socictal 
problems or issues is not a 
susta inab le  so lu tion . T he 
native civi society needs to 
take matters into their own 
hands for the upli ftmcnt and 
development o f  the state 's 
citizenry. The presence o f  
an entrepreneurial mindset 
am ong  th ; na tives could  
potentially help alleviate the 
problem.

The unfounded threat o f 
indigenous culture being un­
der threat from immigrants 
is totally unfounded as the 
major threat is from western 
influence cn ihe indigenous 
culture. Therefore, it is im ­
portant to increase contact 
and  in te rac tio n  be tw een  
different groups to reduce 
x e n o p h o b ic  te n d e n c ie s . 
Positive experiences w ilh 
those f ro n  o the r cu ltures 
can help lo reduce negative 
s te reo types a nd  increase  
understanding and acccp- 
tance. The recent violence 
in Shillong in N ovem ber
2022 following killings in 
Ihe Assam-Meghalaya bor­
der demonstrates ihe level 
o f  unacccptancc that non- 
native indviduals o r more 
commonly known as Dkhars 
have to facc in Meghalaya, 
highlighting the urgent need 
to address h e  issue o f  xeno­
phobia in the state.

Secondly, the prevalence 
o f  an unholy nexus between 
ihe state apparatus and mafia 
has led to a situation where 
ihe state 's natural resources, 
inc lud ing  its forests, riv ­
ers. and m ncrals. arc being 
exploited for personal gain 
rather than for the benefit o f 
the state and its people. This 
exploitation has also led to 
environmental degradation, 
with rampant deforestation, 
pollution, and other nega­
tive impacts on the natural 
environment.

Moreover, this exploita­
tion o f  natural resources has 
exacerbated the already high 
levels o f  unemployment in 
the state, particularly among

its youth, instead o f  crcaling 
jobs and opportunities for 
the state’s citizens, the prof­
its from these resources arc 
being siphoned o ffb y  a few 
powerful individuals, leav­
ing the rest o f  tlx; population 
s tru g g lin g  to  m ake ends 
meet. To address this issue, 
there is a need for increased 
transparency and account­
ability in  the management 
o f  natural resources.

The sta le 's youth popula­
tion is a significant dem o­
graphic. and it is essential 
to  p rovide them  w ith op ­
portunities that allow them 
to contribute mcaningfully 
to  the local ccosystcm. Il is 
crucial to actively explore 
avenues to  enlunce employ­
ment prospects for its young 
citizcns. particularly in ihe 
natura l resource  m anage­
ment sector, which has vast 
potential for growth. Creat­
ing  jo b  oppo rtun ities  for 
youth in the natural resource 
m anagem ent sector, such 
a s  forestry, agriculture, and 
w ild life  conservation and 
supporting businesses that 
operate in  these sectors can 
create spin-off employment 
o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  young  
people.

A new gov ernment should 
prioritise natural resource 
management because o f  ihe 
abundant natural resources 
availab le  in the state, in­
c lud ing  forests, m inerals, 
and water. These resources 
can provide significant eco­
nomic benefits i f  managed 
sustainably and responsibly. 
By creating employment op­
portunities in these sectors, 
the state can not only pro­
vide livelihoods for its youth 
population but also support 
the sustainable management 
o f  natural resources.

Thcrcarc many individu­
a ls in the stale who possess 
the ncccssaty education and 
skills but are unable to  find 
em ploym ent opportunities 
that align with Ihcir qualifi­
cations. By tapping into this 
potential, the state can create 
a skilled workforce that can 
contribute to the develop­
ment o f  the natural resource 
management scctor.

T h ird ly , the ex is tence  
o f  custom ary  laws w ithin 
a constitutional framework 
can pose significant ch al­
lenges in the execution o f  
m ajor developm ent initia ­
tives. These unwritten rules 
a n d  p ra c l ic c s  th a t have  
been passed down through 
generations and are deeply 
rooted in local traditions, 
cultural values, and  social 
norms. They can perpetuate 
d isc rim in a to ry  prac tices , 
particularly against women 
and  m arg inalized  groups. 
T his is due to ihcir lack o f  
transparency and account­
ability, which makes it dif­
ficult to ensure that everyone 
is treated fairly and justly.

One o f  the most pressing 
issues arising from custom­
ary laws in Meghalaya is the 
high percentage o f  sing le  
m others, ch ild  m arriages, 
and sexual offenses against 
children, which is a cause 
for concern and puls a dent 
in M eghalaya's matrilineal 
social structure. The tradi­
tional practices that govern 
in h e ritan c e  and p roperty  
rights also pose a challenge 
for women, who often find 
themselves at a disadvantage 
when it comes to  accessing 
land and other resources.

Customary practices may 
have a glamour factor in cul­
tural festivals, but empower­
ing the people through better 
educational institutions, bet­
ter jo b  opportunities and a l­
ternative livelihoods may be 
more effective in preserv ing 
the culture and identity.

On 3rd March. 2023. it 
will become c lear whether 
the people  o f  M eghalaya 
opt for a governm ent that 
prioritizes developm ent or 
one  that c lings to  the tra­
d itional mantle o f  cultural 
preservation a t the expense 
o f  progress.

(Su jit K um ar M ohunty  
is an Assistant Professor in 
th e  D epartment o f  Fashion 
Communication at National 
Institu te  o f  F ashion Tech­
nology. Shillong. The views 
expressed are personal. He 
can be  rcadtcd ot .stijiutdnra 
gmail.com)
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4 Memories are the key not to the past, 
hut to the future. ”

—  C o m e Ten Boom
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W ill the  M odi m agic w ork  in M eghalaya
IT is no coincidence that Prime M inister M odi's 
road-show should be organised around down­
town Shillong where the demography suggests 
that support for the Party is more palpable. There 
is no denying :hat a sizable chunk o f  non-tribal 

voters in this city  are draw n towards the BJP 
becausc they are looking at this Party to pro­
vide them the sense o f  security they believe has 
evaded them since 1979. A good num ber o f  Ben­

gali families had to leave hearth and hom e and 
were labelled as aliens in a  place whcrc many 

were born and grew  up in. That spectre still 

haunts them even today. The fact that violence 
revisits the non-tribals every now and again 

for one reason o r the other and that no  political 
party has been able to assure them  o f  an equal 
playing field and a fair deal has pushed them to 

repose their faith in the BJP with its larger than 
life leader -  Narendra Modi who has a hands-on 

understanding o f  their situation. It’s a different 
matter that the BJP leadership in M eghalaya has 

shown very little concern on the issue o f  security 

o f  the legitimate non-tribal population here.
Modi made the right m oves by paying tribute 

to the Khasi freedom fighters. His road-show 
was meant to draw crowds and when he spoke he 

triggered an emotional reaction where the crowd 
responded to his every question. This is not the 
Prime Minister speaking. Modi even today is the 

BJP’s biggest vote-catching and crow d draw­
ing mascot. And the timing o f  M odi's arrival 

at Shillong and Tura on the very last leg o f  the 
campaign also means that the BJP has left very 

little space fo: the rival parties to counter the 

BJP’s fiery campaign.
The rally in Tura was equally im pressive and 

there too the BJP's message resonated with the 
crowd. This isa  different kind o f  election cam ­
paign w here the crowd were not ju st spoken to 

in a drawl by politicians w ho don’t trigger any 
thinking. M odi's clcction message is pitched to 

raise people’s expectations from the Party and 
to vote for it with the hope that there is a better 

future to look out for. In fact this election is for 
the citizens o f M eghalaya a tightrope walk be­

tween a dystopia about the five year run o f  the 
MDA Government and expectation that the next 
government will prove to be better and m ore re­
sponsive to people’s needs. In M eghalaya today 
there is a  huge urban-rural divide and voting will 

reflect this divide. M r Modi has raised people’s 
hopes. So have the TMC and the Congress. Until 
March 2, when the last vote is counted it could 
anybody’s game.

We are not 
Followers but Masters
"Stupid, desperate  

follow ers create half-assed, 
dangerous leaders ”

-  Tanm Tcjpal
(The A lchemy o f  Desire)
L et 's  hit the b u ll's  eye. 

In Ind ia  the  c lcc to ra tc  in 
particular and the citizens at 
large an: to be content with 
selfish m en w hom  we call 
leaders, m en who unscrupu­
lously misuse public wealth 
and property and sanctim o­
niously abuse representative 
pow er and people's trust. In 
our vast democracy, states­
men arc a rare breed and they 
appear in the scene oncc in a 
generation. A ll other noble­
men who aspire to humbly 
s e rve  the nation  a nd  w ho 
by hook  o r  by c rook  sec  
to it that their dream  com e 
true, sooner o r  later turn and 
furnish public service into a 
luxurious refuge for them ­
selves and their lucky kith 
and kin. But let's not be too 
harsh on them. The one and 
only antecedent to the emer 
gcncc o f  such corrupt leaders 
lies w ith us the great mass 
o f  m other India. It is our 
stupidity, our greed, our stub­
bornness. ou r susceptibility 
to flattery and. som etim es, 
ourdcspcratcncss that create 
such a conducive ambiencc 
for them to multiply and ram ­
pantly flourish. It seem s our 
hard-w on freedom  has not 
improved even a  b it over the 
years beyond the base and 
crass politica l connotation 
o f  the term. India is still an 
unliberated nation a s far as 
m ass awareness o f  primary 
nation-building devices and 
potential arc conccmed.

Judging from the current 
scenario, it apparently is a  far 
cry to expect people to con­
quer ignorance, com m unal- 
ism. superstitions, religious 
bigotry and o ther dissecting 
elements as long as the m ass­
es themselves elect leaders, 
o r  a re  instigated to do so, on 
the basis o fthcsc  very divid­
ing and  fragmenting vices. 
W care sim ply not free in the 
mind and in the spirit. Wc arc 
governed and dictated by fear 
o f  losing our lives, fear o f  
losing our middle-class sense 
o f  m ock  f re ed o m  o r o u r  
low er-class sense o f  status 
quo. Bccause fear rides on 
our back we only w illingly 
bite the dust and follow  the 
chalta  hai a ttitude  on ly  to 
pine am ong ourselves at the 
abysmal perform ance o f  our 
politicians and  the pathetic 
state they have brought the 
country to.

R ulers, co lo n ia l o r  n a ­
tive, totalitarian o r popularly 
e lec ted , a lw ay s  w ill take  
advantage and m isuse their 
throne or chair as long as they 
feel sure  that die ruled a rc  an 
unquestioning lot. a bunch o f  
go-easy crow d w ho could be 
swayed and bulldozed a t any 
given time. Hackneyed as the 
statem ent 'P o w er corrupts 
and absolute pow er corrupts 
abso lu te ly ' is. it holds true 
for all tim e and for all kinds 
o f  people in all ages. The will 
to pow er is the most basic 
human instinct. The greater 
man in might and brunt will 
only be instinctively led to 
manipulate, twist and force

By Bantam K Lyngdoh

his w ay to enrich him self in 
term s o f  more pow er and in 
the m eans to gam er and pre­
serve that power. And the one 
easy highway for his ruthless 
stride tow ardshis goal is the 
slave* m oralit) o f  the people 
w ho id o lize , c h o o se  a nd  
indulge him.

So, it goes w ithout say­
in g  th a t w e  do  no t have  
a m oral righl to condem n 
th e  o p p resso r b e causc  in  
o pp ressing  o .hers he on ly  
succum bs to tliat part o f  his 
nature that stimulates him to 
be on top. Bui ultra-modern 
society has al the tim e and 
the right to  condemn itself 
for not having been able to 
check or curb this nature in 
the people who w c choose to 
lead us in the political S|)hcrc. 
Yes. w e need lo upbraid and 
mercilessly berate our com ­
p lacen t selves, w e the so- 
called Occ individuals, who 
a re  no longer intimidated by 
the  scep tre  or the gallow s 
bu t still strongly shackled 
b y  th e  a b s trac t e n tity  o f  
fear. A s much as  w e arc left 
speechless by the beauty and 
force o f  the mighty stream 
in the countryside and  are 
afraid o f  its seasonal invad­
ing  rage , w e m arvel more 
a t the collec tive  prim itive 
effort and success o f  sim ple 
farm ers and  illiterate m ill­
e rs w ho by sheer unity and 
d ed ica tion , fuelled by the 
indomitable will to bend and 
crack, tame the stream and 
derive resources from it. Yes. 
pow er is  never as beautiful 
and sublim e as w hen it is 
channelized for the cause o f  
g reater good. And the pow er 
to  mould and streamline tliat 
power, in the days o f  popu­
lar governance, lies in  the 
collective wish and sincere 
effort o f  the populace that 
c rcatc leaders. O ur leaders 
can be a source o f  our agree­
able civic life simply becausc 
they belong tous in the sense 
that the w ild river belongs 
to  the simple villagers. Vol­
taire w rote "Vox populi. vox 
dei". His words inspired the 
French to d ie for liberty and 
forsuccccdinggcnerations in 
France to uphold this ideal. 
It freed the people from fear 
and they overthrew the long 
entrenched tradition o f  op­
pression and i ijusticc.

In the days o f  kings and 
emperors, people had no say. 
In the  hands o f  a righteous 
ru ler the sub jects enjoyed  
welfare and the king 's com ­
passion, but in the w hip o f  
a cruel despot, they led a 
m iserable life characterized 
by hopelessness and  dread. 
H isto ry  tha t rec o rd s  a nd  
decides the verdict on eras, 
regim es and people, does so 
from the perspective o f  the 
rulers and the court. History 
never puts cither the praise 
or the blame on the subjects 
b e ca u sc  they w ere  ne v er 
the seat o r focus o f  power. 
In ligh t o f  w hat has been 
m entioned earlier, because 
o f  fear and perpetual lack o f  
a way out on he part o f  the 
subjects, despots and tyrants 
far outnumbered humane and

benevolen t ru lers. And so 
came a period where loss o f  
freedom led to  a sub-human 
kind o f  existence for millions 
o f  sou ls  in the w orld w ho 
could  resort on ly  to  silent 
cursing o f  their fate and pray 
for doomsday to come.

People and  races whose 
lives had been squeezed out 
by the hands o f  oppressive 
rulers and governm ents re­
alized that if  they continued 
only to  pine at their fate, a 
tim e could com e where the 
concept o f  justice  would no 
longer be recognized and the 
idea o f  freedom lost. Sepa­
rately enthused and inspired 
by the unseen pen o f  the in­
telligentsia. in their own way. 
w ith  a v a ila b le  resou rces, 
they sacrificed w hat could 
not be lost anym ore (their 
lives) to raise the banner o f  
freedom , the  on ly  em blem
that could ur.her equality and 
ascertain equal opportunities 
and rights in  a ll spheres o f  
life. T hey chose to  be seared 
no longer, to  b e  slaves no 
m ore; they chose  to  stand 
with the ir head held high, 
brim m ing with confidence 
and manly resolve not to let 
those w ho ruled them  play 
with them just bccausc they 
w ere poor and desperate.

W hat did the intellectuals 
contemplating in the bower 
w rite  about tha t com m on 
people should be so ignited to 
risk their lives to  ensure the 
com ing o f  the reign o f  free­
dom ? Burning the midnight
oil and dipping the feather 
indefatigably into the realm 
o f  the sp irit, they brought 
ou t the m eaning , purpose  
and value o f  life, calling out 
to the m asses that life can be 
at its best and m ost beautiful 
only in  the freedom o f  the 
spirit. Shelley 's Prometheus 
w as unbound to sw eep away 
all dem agogues. Rousseau 
w rote "M an is born free but 
everywhere he is in  chains." 
The poor, the destitute, the 
opp ressed , the suppressed  
w ere  shaken  up  from  the  
spell o f  slave-m orality and 
callcd to light for the essence 
o f  their being freedom o f  
the spirit.

And tli is is the essence o f  
democracy. Dem ocracy be­
stow s all power in the people. 
It says that the government 
b e lo n g s  to  the  p e o p le , a 
body to  manage for the con­
venience and interest o f  the 
people and to  be managed, 
checked and scrutiniscd also 
by the people. T h is  s ta te ­
m ent has been g iven  and 
understood in the light o fthc  
adm ittance and assumption 
that the people can do this 
much for themselves bccause 
they arc free in the spirit. To 
reiterate, dem ocracy w orks 
on the principle that people 
arc fit to  govern themselves 
for the very reason that they 
arc free in the spirit. At the 
cost o f  blood w e did  away 
w ith o ther forms o f  govern­
ments because they, by virtue 
o f  their principles, necessar­
ily  m ake those in the helm 
o f  governance alien to this 
lofty concept. All autocrats, 
tyrants, and dictators, a t the

end o f  the day. turned out to 
be victims o f  insecurity and 
fear. They w ere/arc sim ply 
not free and therefore, the 
worst kinds o f  rulers.

A t the cost o f  oversim pli­
fication, democracy em pow ­
ers the masses to decide their 
ow n destiny. This empower­
ment. in a natural way o f  bal­
ancing itself, takes away one 
prerogative  from  the  m ass
- self-ruling. We cannot put 
the blame on those whom wc 
delegate our powers in case 
such w orkers don 't de liver 
the goods. Let's  facc it. our 
political leaders arc ou r ser­
vants. the  fact that both par­
ties seem to ignore and forget 
until they come begging to be 
em ployed again. G ood and 
responsible m asters neither 
blame nor am use their ser­
vants. Practical masters rep­
rimand the ir servants and if 
the latter become incorrigible 
the only solution is to sack 
them  and seek new  faces. 
A las, that's not the picture in 
our country. Wc arc too good 
a nd  c re d u lo u s  th a t e very  
tim e these contract workers 
knock at our doors, we feel 
so  privileged and honoured. 
It touches our pristine hearts 
to  see  how  they  id e n tify  
w ith us and  ou r problem s, 
how they readily accept any 
low ly scat that wc can ofl'er. 
they, w ho sit in  ornate and 
cushioned chairs, and  how 
they, the  w hcc l-tu rncrs o f  
the nation o r the state, can 
spare their precious time to 
g rieve  w ith us in  tim es o f  
loss and death g iving us the 
purest o f  condolences. After 
so  much noble foolhardiness 
on our part w c lam ent over 
the state o f  o u r  penury by 
pointing a finger at them and 
d isplay more beatitude  by 
never asking them to return 
what they have m isused o f  
our w ealth and property and 
letting them to run for public 
office again.

It is o n ly  a x iom atic  to 
c o n c lu d e  tha t dem ocracy  
m akes leaders ou t o f  men 
and m en out o f  leaders. No 
one is a better leader than that 
w ho leads oneself. Leading 
oneself is w hat Gandhi talked 
of. and ou r great poet. Rabi­
ndranath Tagore, prayed to 
G od to bless his countrymcn 
with the ability to  realize that 
real freedom is not a  gift but 
a  struggle. Tagore also said 
that political freedom  will 
rem ain a passive  e n tity  i f  
people do not strive for self- 
motivation from time to time. 
We the people arc the makers 
o f  our destiny and wc can do 
it best by shovelling out from 
our mind fear and supersti­
tion . taking an uncom pro­
mising stand in our fight for 
our rights and in fulfilling our 
obligations. The spirit is free 
w hen our mind is pure, when 
w c d o n 't  entertain  im pedi­
m en ts and  hurd les , verbal 
o r  functional, on ou r way 
to  reach the troth in us. As 
N ehru said, let’s straighten 
o u r  backs so  tha t no one 
should dare ride us. Wc are 
not sheep that others should 
drive us e ither to the pasture 
o r  the  slaughterhouse . We 
the people are the m asters o f  
our enterprise. Masters don’t 
follow; they lead.

Is a secret 
ballot actually 

secret?
Editor.
The founding fathers o f  

ou r Republic corccivcd  o f  
representative parliamentary 
democracy a s the polity most 
suited to India's ethos, back­
ground. and needs. T hey cn-

democratic process without 
any  discrim ination. Selec­
tion o f  represen ta tives o f  
the people through universal 
adult franchise and free and 
fair elections was for them 
an act o f  faith. T ic  univer­
sal a d u lt franch .se  w as a 
bold and ambitious political 
experim en t a nd  a sym bol 
o f  the abiding faith that the 
founders reposed «i the great 
m asses o f  the country and in 
their innate wisdom.

During the Iasi seventy- 
five years, there lave been 
seventeen genera! elections 
to  Lok Sabha and a much 
la rg e r num ber to various 
S ta te  L egislative  A sscm - 
bl ics. We can take legitimate 
pridi* in that thivu'have hw n
su c ce ss fu l a nd  generally  
acknowledged to  be free and 
fa ir . But. the  e x perience  
has also b rought to the fore

many distortions, som e very 
serious. generating a deep 
conccrn in many quarters. 
T here  a rc  constan t refer­
ences to the unhealthy role 
o f  m oney  pow er, m uscle  
p o w er, a n d  n iafia  p o w er 
and to crim inalization, cor­
ruption. communalism. and 
castcism.

W ith M eghalaya going  
to the poll on the Feb 27 to 
elect representatives to the 
M eghalaya L egislative A s­
sembly for a five-year term, 
the electoral process has be­
gun. The Flection Com mis­
sion o f  India gets into action 
through its various Standard 
O perating Procedures with 
rega rd s to  the  tran sfe r o f  
officials, the appointment o f  
Central Flection Observers, 
S tatic Surveillance Teams. 
Mobile Surveillance Teams, 
and  vidcography . c tc . Wc 
keep seeing  w all g raffiti. 
B illboards, and  advertise ­
ments in the local newspaper 
seeking to discourage the use 
o f  money during elections. 
The election officials at the 
polling booth level arc also 
trained to ensure all steps arc 
taken to maintain the secrecy 
o f  the ballot on the day o f  
voting. It would appear that 
the hlcction Commission has 
pulled all the  stops to  ensure 
this sccrccy o f  the ballot up 
to the day o f  voting.

A ll this is meant to truly 
facilitate the individual voter 
to  m ake an inde p en d e n t 
choicc that a llow s them to 
exercise their ballot without 
fear o f  repercussions from 
the  c an d id a te s  for w hom  
they have N OT voted for. 
T h is  fea rle ssn e ss  a ris in g  
from the Sccrccy o f th c  Bal­
lot is  the backbone o f  the 
largest and m ost pow erful 
democracy in the world.

T he Flection Commission 
a lso ensures the safety o  f  the 
E lectronic Voting Machines 
(E V M ) up to  th e  day  o f  
counting, a s the FVM s arc 
kept under a Double Lock 
System, a  Minimum o f  One 
Platoon o f  Armed Policc for 
24X7. IP Controlled CCTV 
Camera with DVR and Un­
in terrup ted  Pow er Supply 
for 24x7.

H ow ever, the  question  
that remains is w hat happens 
to the F.VMs1' VVPATs A F­
T ER the counting o f  votes 
till the Flection Petition (EP) 
period and when the Central 
O bservers appointed by the 
Election Com mission o f  In­
dia have relinquished charge 
and have left Meghalaya.

It is reasonable to  assume 
that a s  part o f  the Election 
Com mission s standard O p­
erating Procedure, there is an 
EP period i.e. 45-days from 
the da te  o f  decla ra tion  o f

result during which details o f  
the Register c f  voters (Form 
17A). the results in the C on­
trol Unit o f  th; EVM and the 
slips in the VVPAT machine 
arc kept under the custody o f  
the D istrict Flection Ofliccr. 
Unfortunately, the safety and 
security o f  (Ms voting data 
is a very important question 
bccausc o fthc  scaling down 
o f  the standard protocol o f  
security o f  these voting data 
after counting Hence a num ­
ber o f  questions may arise in 
the mind o f  tlv voter: ( I) A f­
ter the day o f  counting what 
arc the Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) adopted 
and laid down by the Elec­
tion Commission o f  India to 
ensure the CO N FID ENTI­
ALITY o f  the Data regard­
ing the voting prefcrencc o f  
the individua voters? (2) Is 
there an SOP regarding the 
date (how  nuny  days after 
counting) w hen the Voting 
Data in the Control U nits o f  
the FV M s is to  be deleted 
and when the Serialised Slips 
in the VVPAT Machine arc 
to be destroyed ?  (3) During 
the  date  w hen the  vo ting  
data in the Control Units o f  
the EV M s is  to  be deleted 
and the Serialised Slips in 
the  v v i ’A l m ach ines a rc  
to b e  destroyed, is it part 
o f  the procedure to  involve 
representatives o f  d ifferent

po litica l parties and  Civil 
Soc ie ty  to  3how transpar­
ency in the proccss? If  not. 
then why not? (4) Is there 
any 24x7 Video Cam era re­
cording o f  the entry and  exit 
o f  all individuals o r officials 
in to  the  S trong Room s o r 
Room s where the Register 
o f  Voters o r Fonn 17A. Con­
trol Unit (CU) o f  the EVM 
and  the  slips in the  Voter 
Verifiable Paper A udit Trail 
(VVPAT) machine' a rc  kept 
a fte r  the day  o f  counting? 
I f  there is not. then what arc 
the reasons for the same? I f  
there is indeed video camera 
recording, then what are the 
reasons w hy it is not possible 
to  livc-stream the recording 
o f  these video cam eras on 
YouTube o r Faccbook 24x7?
(5 ) Is there a log book to 
note the signed entry o f  all 
individualsand officials into 
the  Strong Room s o r Rooms 
where the Register o f  Voters 
o r  Form I7A , Control Unit 
(C U ) o f  the EVM and  the 
slips in the Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 
m achine a re  kept after the 
day o f  counting. I f  there is 
no such log book, then what 
a re  the reasons why this log 
book  should  not be kept?
(6) w hat arc the steps being 
taken to prevent this confi­
dential data o f  the indiv idual 
voters from falling into the

hands o f  po litica l pa rties  
a nd  p o w erfu l p o lit ic ia n s  
w ho may then use this data 
to  the ir advantage in future 
elections?

These queries are placed 
in the public domain bccausc 
it appears from reports that 
som e pow erful and e stab ­
lished politician claims (after 
g iving money to  voters) that 
they have in their possession 
the database o f  the entire vot­
ing history o f  each and every 
in d iv id u a l v o te r  in  th e ir  
constituency sincc the 2008 
Legislative Assembly Elec­
tions. The presence o f  such 
a com prehensive  database  
in  the  hand o f  en trenched 
p o lit ic ia n  w ho is  a lso  a t 
p rese n t can d id a te s  in  the
2023 Legislative Assembly 
Elections give them a huge 
undue advantage  vis-a-vis 
the  genuine, w ell-m eaning 
candidates and thereby de­
nies fresh candidates a level 
playing field during the fu­
ture elections.

Yours etc., 
M arslianlang Rymbai.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Crime and Punishment
By Janet Httjon

M cghdaya to  me is like a 
crim e sccnc where the mur­
der has already been solved. 
Wc know why, how, when 
and wc krow  who. Elemen­
tary. my dear Watson -  yet, 
despite all this overw helm­
in g  ev idence , those  w ho 
should arc unwilling to pass 
judgement on the criminals. 
This begsthc next question -  
why? The obvious answers: 
greed and mutual profit, thus 
e n su rin g  c onn ivance  and  
silence. So wc have looting, 
gagging, fatal shootings, the 
still-unexplained death o f  an 
honest policcm an. forgo t­
ten death* in coal mines, a 
w recked environm ent and 
shamefully so much more.

In the UK. Prime Minis­
ters Johnson and Sunak are 
fined for «iuch less -  attend­
ing  illegal parties and not 
using a seat belt -  schoolboy 
delinquencies in comparison. 
Yet to add insult lo injury our 
hclmctlcss so-called leaders 
merrily ride pillion through 
o u r  s tre e ts  b e ca u sc . e m ­
boldened by hav ing escaped 
punishm ent for far graver 
crim es, they know no one 
will complain now. Tragi­
cally , however, w hat their 
o pen  defiance  o f  the  law 
c learly  tells u s is what wc 
the voters have becom e -  
completely impotent. Wc no 
longer pretest. Wc accept the 
status quo and let them ride 
roughshod over us. But in 
a few days wc will be given 
the pow c- to  make a moral 
c o m cback  and  g rab  tha t 
pow er w c must.

Disgust and disillusion­
ment are understandable re­
sponses to any prolonged ex­
posure to stomach-churning 
politicking. But inaction by 
slaying a.vay from the bal­
lot box isn’t helpful cither, 
especially i f  those who wish 
to  abstain are dcccnt. honest 
people. Now. more than 
ever, they have to show what 
dcccncy ;n d  honesty means 
by swell h g  the numbers o f  
those vot ng for good. For 
posterity*> sake, restore the 
o ld  laws. To be Pontius Pi- 
latcs at this critical juncture 
in M eghalaya's destiny  is 
as much i  cop-out now as it 
ever was.

The age-old lament that 
'a ll politicians arc the same* 
may be  trac, but it is only so 
bccause  by not exercising 
o u r rights at the ballot box, 
wc arc gin ran teeing that the 
sam e co rrup t can d id a tes , 
bolstered by their donors and 
votc-banks, a re  rc-clcctcd. 
Wc can harangue legislators 
all w e like for corruption, but 
a ren 't wc equally to  blame 
for not supporting a worthy 
candidate and then leaving 
the door open for those who 
cynically keep poor people 
poor. With lives blighted by 
iandlcssn;ss. hunger, basic 
medical carc and education, 
the poor teadily accept cash 
incentives for votes -  moral 
nicctics play little part in a 
life dogged by need and de ­
privation. Compared to their 
circumstances, water short­
ages. d e c  rieity outages, pot- 
holcd roads in Shillong seem 
m ere inconvenienccs not 
that mcdical and educational 
am enities a rc  easily acces­
sible in the city either.

The majority o f  deprived 
communities live in the vil­
lages. and unfortunately the 
Khasi word for those who 
liv e  in  v illages -  ‘nong- 
kyndong’ -  is loaded with 
condescension. The word 
m eans tliosc w ho  inhabit 
com ers, those on the fringes 
not forluratc enough to live 
in th riving urban cen tres . 
T h e  w ord im p lie s  be in g  
unnoticed, forgotten, poor, 
sans progress -  a lthough  
what progress means today 
in  M cghdaya is not exactly 
uplifting, for it has solely 
com e to mean the accumula­
tion o f  unimaginable wealth 
to  impress. Sadly, many, 
nongkyndong  o r no t. arc 
im pressed . M e g h ala y a 's  
government is  clearly o f  the 
wealthy, by the w ealthy and 
for the wealthy. What a cry­
ing shame that this disdainful 
govem nunt ignores her own 
and invites experts from out­
side the slate to whom they 
pay colossal sums o f  money. 
I f  only th.it money had been 
channeled into supporting 
o u r own. t would have been 
tw ic e  b lessed  -  b le ssing  
b o th  people and the envi­
ronm ent. affording respcct 
to  both. Indigenous people 
arc repos torics o f  wisdom, 
and not a trophy to be  touted 
by politicians keen to bol­
s te r  the ir ow n g rassroo ts  
c redentials. But then our 
government knows not the 
meaning :>f respect bccausc 
it suppo rt unthinking arse- 
licking subservience.

(To sec the part money 
plays in pnblic life in M egha­
laya go back to Pink Floyd's

1973 hit ‘Money* -  uncan­
nily accu ra te  https://w w w . 
googlc.com 'scarch?q=pink 
* fioyd-m oney4 lyrics&oq= 
Pink • F loyd ' M oneyr Lyrics 
& aqs-chrom c.0.69i 59j0i 13 
i5 1212j0i22i30i625l2j69i60 
13.11364j0j4& sourccid-chr 
omc&ic“ UTF*8

In contrast ponder over 
th is insigh t: T h e  m an to  
whom little  is not enough 
will not benefit from more.
-  Columbanus)

Even i f  wc leave the ubcr- 
wealthy aside, there arc also 
the comfortable and the com ­
placent. A ftcrall. when your 
ow n comfort is guaranteed, 
what positive part can any 
legislator play in your life? 
‘D on 't need them bccause 
I’m all right. Jack’ - a  myo­
pic view that prolongs the 
agony o f  those w ho have 
suffered enough w ho will 
only be further exploited by 
their occasionally generous 
masters. Political exploita­
tion depends on voter apathy 
and has led to the same end 
- a  state economically, finan­
cially and morally in tatters.

Into this vacuum created 
by an indifferent electorate 
enters the populist and obvi­
ously popular politician who 
assumes w ith ease the best 
perform ing  role o f  caring 
candidate. S he  who cham ­
p ions local causcs, w oos 
the o rd in a ry  p e o p le , the  
marginalized, the minorities
-  all o f  whom feci grateful 
to have a listening car. e s­
pecially within the context 
o f  M eghalaya’s communal, 
d iv is iv e  p o litics . W hile  
there is nothing w rong with 
addressing neglected issues, 
it would be wise to  chcck 
fo r s ig n s o f  oppo rtun ism  
parading as compassionate 
politics. Behind the facade 
o f  geniality, chcck for signs 
o f  stealthy gains and flattery. 
Is the candidate really self­
less? Ask yourself who is 
manipulating whom and for 
what reason.

It is therefore refreshing 
and hopeful to sec the new 
crowd-fundcd parties -  VPP 
and KAM -  equipped only 
w ith idealism , passion, re­
vulsion for blatant theft and 
a yearning for the restora­
tion o f  a government for all 
the people. But oncc again 
presented with relative un­
knowns. there is voter hesi­
tancy. Can one really vote 
for activists who champion 
ills lurking in M eghalaya's 
underbelly? W hy focus on 
topics that are not exactly 
pretty and that mar the image 
o f  a happy-go-lucky s ta te  
with its tamashas. festivals 
and rock concerts aim ed to 
boost the government's, flag­
ship c ausc -tou rism . M ore­
over. in a socicty venerating 
the virtues o f  discretion and 
reservation, aligning with the 
outspoken risks ridicule and 
scorn and even ostracism in 
certain circles. Strange, bc­
causc in any cthical universe, 
those who speak up for the 
powerless and the voicclcss 
would have been hailed as 
heroes and  sa in ts. Think 
Gandhi. Martin Luther King. 
Mother Teresa. O scar Rome­
ro. Ironic, too. bccausc for 
years now the good people 
o f  M eghalaya have rightly 
denounced successive uncar­
ing governments. Yet, whcrc 
is the round o f  applause for 
those  w ho care  a nd  w ant 
to help the helpless -  who, 
whether you like it o r not. arc 
also part o f  Meghalaya.

So is there hope? I f  you 
can bear to listen to some o f  
the speeches before switch­
ing off  from sheer boredom. 
I w onder w ho  you w ould 
be persuaded by. Pots call­
ing kettles b lack , scriptcd 
spccchcs that fall flat, ju sti­
fications for party-hopping, 
liberal use ofabstraet phrases 
like corruption-free, devel­
opment, connectivity, educa­
tion all o f  which these very 
same people have rendered 
m eaningless, slogans they 
th ink  sound  m odern  and 
progressive, like ‘w om en/ 
youth empow erment.’ Then 
there arc the saccharinc ap ­
peals to voters delivered with 
feigned hum ility, faw ning 
refe ren c es  to  th e  C e n tre  
(just in ease)... And surprise, 
>urprisc. it is the self-serving 
incumbents who promise to 
serve the people and deliver 
a co rrup t ion-free  g overn ­
ment. Surely they should 
have be en  d o in g  th is  a ll 
along. So. i f  you w ant to 
puke, do so now.

In  1947, India  ga in ed  
independence from a foreign 
pow er and gav e her people 
the o p p o r tu n ity  to  s tand  
w ith moral pride am ongst 
world powers. It is now time 
for ou r ow n independence 
movement to give ourselves 
an identity that is not that o f  
being the most corrupt state 
in the country.

https://www
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The art of balding: A brief history of hairless men
B a ld in g  is r e a l ly  c o m m o n , a f f e c t in g  m o re  

th a n  5 0 #/> o f  m e n . I t 's  a l s o  p h y s ic a l ly  i n ­
c o n s e q u e n tia l  (b a ld  m e n  liv e  j u s t  a s  lo n g  a s  

h a ire d  m e n ). So w hy , in  h is  m e m o ir  S p a re , d o e s  
P r in c e  H a r ry  r e f e r  to  h is  b r o t h e r 's  b a ld n e s s  a s  
" a la r m in g ” ?

A s a  so c ia l p sy c h o lo g is t w ith  a  sp e c ia l in te re s t  in  
b a ld in g  (an d  a u th o r  o f  a n  u p c o m in g  b o o k  e n t i t le d  
B ra n d in g  B a ld n e s s ) . I kn o w  th is  d id n 't  u se d  to  be  
th e  c a s e  a s  the  p re s e n c e  o f  b a ld in g  m en  in  a r t  
h is to ry  d e m o n s tra te s .

H is to r ic a lly , b a ld n ess  w as  tr e a te d  w ith  n e u tra lity , 
a s  a r e g u la r  p a r  . o f  d a i ly  l i f e .  In 2 0 1 9 . E g y p to lo g y  
p r o fe s s o r  S am ar K an ia l fo u n d  e v id e n c e  o f  122 b a ld  
m e n  p a in te d  in  p r iv a t e  A n c ie n t  E g y p tia n  to m b s , 
c irc a  2 6 1 3  to  525 BC'.

M o st o f  th e se  m en  w e re  v is ib ly  a g ed  ( th e i r  r e ­
m a in in g  h a ir  w as w h ite ) .  T h e y  w e re  d e p ic te d  in  
v a r ie d  s p h e re s  :>f E g y p tia n  so c ic ty ,  fro m  fa rm in g  
a n d  f ish in g  to  s c u lp tin g  a n d  s c r ib in g . T h e  a r t s u g ­
g e s ts  th a t th e  A n c ien t E g y p tia n s  d id n ' t  tr e a t  ba ld  
m e n  a n y  d if f e r e n t ly  fro m  th e ir  h a ire d  p e e r s .

K am al a ls o  o b se rv e d  th a t th e  A n c ie n t E g y p tia n s  
h ad  sp e c if ic  te rm s  fo r m a le  b a ld n e s s ,  in c lu d e d  a 
" b a ld n e s s  l in e "  d u r in g  m u m m if ic a t io n ,  a n d  h ad  
d if f e r e n t  b a ld in g  h a i r s ty le s  ( e .g .  sh o r t a ll  o v e r  o r  
lo n g  a t th e  b a d ) .

B a ld in g  m en in  E u r o p e a n  p a in t in g s
E u ropean  a rt a lso  sh o w ca se s  b a ld n e s s 's  h is to ric a l 

o r d in a r in e s s .  V in c en t van  G o g h 's  p a in t in g  O n T h e  
T h r e s h o ld  O f  E te rn ity  (1 8 9 0 )  f e a tu re s  the  b a ld in g  
D u tc h  p e n s io n e r  A d ria n u s  Z u y d e r la n d .

W h ile  th e  p a in tin g  e v o k e s  a  s e n s e  o f  e x is te n t ia l  
d e s p a ir .  Z u y d c i la n d 's  b a ld n e s s  is  an in c id e n ta l 
e v e n  a t t r a c t iv e  f e a tu re  o f  th e  a r tw o rk . V an G o g h  
d e s c r ib e d  th e  p a in tin g  in h is  le t te rs ,  w r i t in g :  "W h a t 
a f in e  s ig h t  an  o ld  w o rk in g  m an m a k e s ,  in  h is  
p a tc h c d  b o m b a /in c  s u it w ith  h is  b a ld  h e a d ."

Z u y d e r la n d  is n o t an  e x c e p tio n  th e re  a re  m any  
o th e r  b a ld  m en  fe a tu re d  n e u tra l ly  in  h is to r ic a l  a r t .  
F o r  e x a m p le . D utch  G o ld e n  A g e  p a in te r  F ra n s  van 
M ic r is  th e  Y o u n g e r ’s  M an  W ith  A T an k a rd  (1 7 9 3 )  
d e p ic t s  a b a ld  m a n  c o n te n te d ly  e n jo y in g  a  pub  
lu n c h .

B a ld in g  m en have  a lso  h is to r ic a l ly  b e en  id e a lis e d  
in  a r t .  F o r  e x a m p le . I ta l ia n  R e n a is s a n c e  p a in te r  
P a o lo  V e ro n e s e 's  1 6 th -c e n tu ry  T h e  E te rn a l F a th e r  
f e a tu r e s  a b a ld in g  G o d  p e r f o r m in g  a n  e th e r e a l  
m ira c le .

R e m b r a n d t 's  A n a to m y  L e s s o n  o f  D r  N ic o la e s  
T u lp  ( c i r c a  1632) sh o w s  m u lt ip le  b a ld in g  d o c to rs  
s tu d y in g  d is s e c t io n . I m p r e s s io n is t  P ic r r c - A u g u s t  
R e n o i r 's  P o r tr a it  o f  A m b ro isc  V o lla rd  (1 9 0 8 )  d e ­
p ic ts  th e  e p o n y m o u s  b a ld in g  a r t  c o lle c to r .

A nd th e re  is  p le n ty  o f  o th e r  h is to r ic a l e v id e n c e  to  
c h a l le n g e  th e  c la im  th a t b a ld n e s s  is  " a la r m in g " .

B a ld in g  r e l i g io u s  f ig u r e s  e x is t  a c r o s s  a lm o s t  
e v e r y  f a ith . T h j r e 's  B u d d h a , th e  C h r is t ia n  s a in ts  
Je ro m e  a n d  A u g u s tin e , a n d  th e n  th e re  a rc  b a ld  d e i ­
t ie s  in c lu d in g  the  J a p a n e s e  g o d s  F u k u ro k u ju  a nd

H o ie i.
R e lig io u s  a n d  p o li t ic a l  d ir e c t iv e s  h a v e  a ls o  p r o ­

m o te d  b a ld n ess . T h is  ra n g e s  fro m  C h r is t ia n  m onks* 
to n s u re ,  w h e re  h a ir  w a s  g ro w n  a ro u n d  a c e n tr a l ly  
sh a v ed  pa rt o f  th e  s c a lp , to  th e  M a n c h u  “ q u e u e ” 
h a irc u ts ,  w h e re  h a ir  a t th e  b a ck  o f  th e  h e a d  w as 
g ro w n  in to  a lo n g  p la i t  w h ile  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  h e ad  
w as sh a v ed .

H ow  b a ld n e s s  be e  a m e ‘a l a r m i n g ' :  
A d v e r t i s in g  a n d  m a s s  m e d ia

T h e  m ass m a rk e tin g  o f  a n t i- b a ld n e s s  p r o d u c ts  in 
th e  20 th  c e n tu r y  c h a n g c d  how  b a ld n e s s  w a s  se en . 
It tr a n s fo rm e d  th e  p e rc e p tio n  o f  b a ld n e s s  fro m  a 
be n ig n  a e s th e t ic  to  a d i s a d v a n ta g e o u s  d is e a s e  in  
n e ed  o f  " c u re ” .

S u c h  " c u re s "  ran g e d  fro m  e x p e n s iv e  a n d  in e ffe c ­
tiv e  “ sn a k e  o i l"  p ro d u c ts  to  th e  r e g u la to ry  a p p ro v e d  
fo rm u la tio n s  th a t h a v e  so m e  ( th o u g h  lim ite d )  h a ir  
regrow tl* p r o p e r t ie s ,  su c h  a s  m in o x id il.

T h e  a d v e r t is in g  o f  th e s e  p ro d u c ts  fo s te re d  th e  
id e a  tha l b a ld n e s s  is  a la r m in g . In  2 0 1 3 . s o c io l in ­
g u is t ic s  p r o fe s s o r  K ev in  H a rv e y  o b s e rv e d  th a t  o n ­
lin e  a n t i- b a ld n e s s  a d v e r ts  c h a r a c te r is e  h a ire d  m en 
as a t t r a c t iv e , su c c e s s f u l  a n d  h a p p y .

In c o n tra s t ,  th e  s a m e  a d v e r ts  p ro m o te d  th e  c la im  
th a t b a ld n e s s  w a s  a d is e a s e  th a t s e v e re ly  d is t re s s e d  
an d  d is a J v a n ta g c d  m en. A d v e r ts  fo r  a n t i- b a ld n c s s  
sh a m p o o  R c n a x i l,  fo r  e x a m p le , d e p ic te d  h a ir  f o l ­
lic le s  on  th e  v e rg e  o f  s u ic id e . R c n a x il b o t t le s  a re  
sh o w n  e x te n d in g  a h a n d  to  s a v e  th e m .

In  c o n te m p o ra ry  m a ss  m e d ia , b a ld n e s s  is  ra re ly  
seen  b eyond  th e  few  a c to r s  ( su c h  a s  J a s o n  S ta th a m . 
V in  D iese l a n d  B ru c e  W illis )  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  la ck  o f  
h a ir  th e ir  u n iq u e  s e l l in g  p o in t. R e se a rc h  c o n d u c te d  
in  2 0 0 6  fo u n d  th a t ju s t  3%  o f  1 ,3 5 6  c h a r a c tc r s  in  
U S  p o p u la r  c h i ld r e n 's  TV  sh o w s  w e re  b a ld in g .

In a s tu d y  I le d  o f  5 .0 0 0  im a g e s  o f  m en in p o p u la r  
m a g a z in e s  p u b lis h e d  b e tw e e n  2011 a n d  2 0 1 2 . w c 
fo u n d  th a t ju s t  8%  w e re  b a ld in g .

T h e re  a re  a ls o  n e g a tiv e  s te r e o ty p e s  in  m a n y  c o n ­
te m p o ra ry  d c p ic t io n s  o f  b a ld n e s s .  T h e  w e b s i te  TV  
T ro p es  in d ic a te s  th a t  b a ld  T V  a n d  f ilm  c h a r a c te r s  
te n d  to  be v illa in s  o r  a g ed . A n o th e r  s tu d y  fo u n d  tha t 
m o re  than  6 0 %  o f  1980s T V  a c to r s  p o r tr a y e d  b a ld  
c h a ra c tc r s  w h o  w e re  " u g ly " ,  in c o m p e te n t o r  lazy .

A la rm  a r o u n d  b a ld n e s s  i s  e v e n  p r o m o te d  in 
a ca d em ic  r e s e a r c h . M y s e lf  a n d  D r H a n n a h  F r ith  r e ­
c e n tly  found  th a t a b o u t 80%  o f  b a ld n e s s  p sy c h o lo g y  
s tu d ie s  had l in k s  to  b u s in e s s e s .  T h e  s tu d ie s  te n d e d  
to  d e p ic t  b a ld n e s s  a s  a  d is e a s e  (7 7 % ), a n d  p ro m o te d  
a n t i- b a ld n c s s  p ro d u c ts  (6 0 % ) w ith o u t m e a n in g fu l 
d is c u s s io n  o f  t h e i r  l im i ta t io n s  (6 8 % ).

B a ld n .'s s  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  m a tte rs .  M o d e rn  d e p ic ­
tio n s  in  TV. a d v e r t is in g  a n d  r e s e a rc h  s a n c t io n  th e  
c la im s  tha t h a ir  lo s s  is  a  d is a d v a n ta g e  a n d  a d is ­
e a se . But a lo o k  a t th e  a rt h is to ry  o f  th e  b a ld in g  
m an  sh o w s  th is  h a s n 't  a lw a y s  be en  th e  c a s e . B a ld  
m en  c a n  b e  h e a l th y , s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  c o n te n t  ju s t  
as m uch  a s  th e i r  h a ire d  c o u n te r p a r ts .

(T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

‘S ta r - G azing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bhambi Sunday, FEBRUARY 26, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon semi squaro Vifut on your solar return ehart and * *-.1 be a mlwd year 
for you. You wil do sonething new in your busmess'profession but result wil 
bo slow to comc You arill also bo ptA under work pressure which can cause 
you a little t»t at imeo Yet. you wil not give up and wii not rest M  you 
complete your wort Yju will h*»e interest toward* spiritualism. You will have 
lot of wealth gfongda?* Your material prosperity will increase Your preside, 
name and fame win arto increase. You will be artsfcc and imaginative- You will 
enjoy wonderful bondng wi*i your He partner Love mate* wil hare a great 
year and vwn plan to enter Into wodloc* Those who art unemptoyed wil get 
job oppcrturttes. Thee wil bo an improvement in your business. You will do 
every wo it carefully with a lot ot deliberation and thinking.

Th is wook for you*

Arles: (March 21 -April 20)fiwilbeaw»**fUioffunandexcitement You 
mH tuve plans to go on a picnic, also watch movies and eat food 
outsite. You will be spending lot of Into with your loved ones. 
Th* you wil be doing in order to reduce the pressure of your 
wort.rouwiltulfilyeiuwishesanddesires.Theseareextremely 
favorable day*. You will be dong well In your jotVbu*he**. You 
wil b* ahead ot others in terms of knowledge The star of your 
desliry will start sparitfng. You wil get promoted in your job 
Studwts wil perform well In exams/nter wew. Your remans wil 
decadal. Your time win again become tavoraHe. You wil have 
stabiNy mi your Job. lovebirds wil have a great I me 

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21) You wil cany out your duties nicely You 
wrl also bo ready for challenge. You wil be a lot busy m your 
work.You will also move ahead in your business. You «nl also 

f  be ne< sort of se* confidence There wil be some cntlcism about 
your performance. But you will pay attention to the challenges 
comirg frem any direct «jn Overal your lie wil run smoothly 

*J onitstrac* Creative thoughts will come to your «*nd. You wil
also (ay attentco lo advises and suggescens given by people 
vlvwlu yw. Ywi win lu n  wvndxM time with family. Yw 
may iteo lake part in some weddng or event. You will have a 
wondtrfU time with your fore mate

Gemini: (May 22 - Juno 21) II is a good week m terms el money You will 
perfoe* aH your tasks in a grand way Your person* ty wii be 
feartessand inspiring. Yourvehicteswllglve you notrouble. You 

a r  wilbthavir>gic*salmeetingsw«»iyouc«i!*aguo*'subordnate*
V  V  Some challenging situation may develop in your job which will 
J | | L  give tring out the best in you. You wil have material prosperity, 

Stmkntsiyouth win be exotod about nor careers. All the doubts 
that you are having in your mind wil get cleared. You will feel 
healfy and actve both physically and mentaiy Whatever work 
youwadoyouwillmanageilwithpawnce With you hard wort, 
you WII move forward despite having troubles

Cancer: (Juno 22- July 22) Things will start moving in the positve Erec­
tions >or you Your enemies will be badly trounced. Financially 
you wlbelnavcry stable cond It Ion. You <Ml take yourdicisions 
wifi {real dscrcton All you plans wil get competed You wil 
be interacting with lots of people but be weary a* strangers 
in finncol dealings. Your time will be spent in reading some 
knowledge enhancing and interesting literature. You win also 
extend a helping handtowards a needy person. At tie workplace 
you nil get interesting resets. You win mart your presence 
in some marriage Unction Low birds wit have a great week. 
You wil be getting proposal regardng marriage Students wil 
excel In stidies

Loo: (July 23 • August 23) Your hard work will start paying you now. There 
are dances of money gain* There will be senous dtlberat>on 
on increasing your salary. You will put forward your points force- 

-  fifly. Your boss and senior* win be happy w«h your work You 
C  wil anopartcipatem recreational activrtevliaunderstanang 

that iras there with you family members wil oome to an end 
W«iyourg©odbehavscrandfiKn«yatt>*udeycuwlllevenmako 

'  yourcnemieslumtoyourjide Therewilbegoodundersttndng
between husband and wife. Money Piat was struck somewhere 
wil c*me to you. it Is me tme to reatee you dreams. You may 
take part in entertaining activities.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22) You wi-'i have a good start in your 
jobflxsiness.lt isgohg to be aweekthat wil bring lotof wealh 
and rroney to you. Money that was struck somewhere wit come 
to you. You wil remain active and agile You wil participate in

#

ontortanng actk>te* You wil also do *o*e Important deals 
relating to Land, property ctc Manege of a family member wil 
also getfmateed You will participate in (amifunctions. You will 
also take part in entertainng actwites. There will be an increase 
in your income. You wil do we I in partner ship business. You wil 
be getting various proposalstoearnmoney OtftlnMS prospects 
in the future are bright

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) You wil dscharge you response 
txttie* In apropermanne*. You willpartdpate n bus me** meet*. 
The pressure and tension ol your wort wil bectearfy reflected in 
your work. You wil have material prosperity. You will atto fulfill 
yourrespontfci'tytowardsyoufan*  ̂YMvillgetbietsmgsof 
your elders. You wil earn everything that you had even desired. 
Your friendships and affair* will bring new chapter* in your Ife. 
Keeping Vie future m naind you night buy or sel property. You 
will have marital Mss. You will enjoy perfect understanding with 
your bit partner. You will get the ben*H of vort done by you. 
You will also take special care of your business.

Scorpio : (October 24 - Novombor 22) The start of eio week « 
wonderful. It is a success granting week. Yoj will bo delghted 
at the result thal you get in your business. You will do well In 
your Job. Your work fanning wil take you towards success. The

y wee* win fetch you great rewards. There wil be an increase in 
your wort potential You win have scope forpromotlon in your 
job. But you will have to Isten from you boss or seniors about 
some taJt of you* In wort The 4 for yojr good only, You 
will also be more concerned towards your chldren You ww be 
successtul in finding scfutons to several potiems wi9i your 
intetî ence and wisdom

Sagittarius: (Novombor 23- December 21)The*eare fantastic day*.
You will make a budget for your professicrai and household 
expenditue. It is atoays nice to plan out fings in advance to 
meet unexpected situation* You wil be buy in partiet'moel- 
ings. You win also feel satsfied from your child's side Oo a 
self introspecton and change yourself acccrding to the tme. 
You win avoid any arguments with you seriors. You wil also 
gan profit* in your profession You wil behfre politely at your 
workplace and house. You wil also >v« a lough ccmpettcn to 
your professional rivals. You will have high snergy level. Your 
efforts and hard wort wil bring positive resets.

Capricorn : (December 22 • January 20)Youwil be full of tun and 
excitement this week. You wil be making money with your hard 
work as a resul your earning* win rise. You vii also M il  your 
desires. Husband and wrfe will share wonderfd bonding. You wil 
also spend your 6me wifi your tovedones. In wder to reduce the 
pressure and stress of you Job, you may tale a short break to 

11 visit some picn c spot near to you. You win get great resuts for 
your hard wort You wii regain you prestige You wil atso fulfill 
lhe ccmmrtnent made to friend*. You wil meet seme important 
person* in you wortbusiness. You wiHhelpnsedypeople.There 
will be a progress on the wort front

Aquarius : (January 21 • February 18) N will bet wonderfU week.
You «nl enjoy a great tme with your famiy. Happ̂ ie** and 
profits will be in abu ndance. You wil get an Cfportunitylo attend 
seme marnagc functon You win be role model for others, You 
will inspire eiem with your wort and will easily acteve your 
objcct-.es. You wil be favorite of your bosses. Your efficiency

• and dexterity wil improve il *  a itne for acKevement* Thcro 
will be vareus aebvties in all Erections. Yen. win be thoughtful 
about seme is sues «hat are pr»v*:*ig in you thoughts h ghllghtod 
through the medium of writing or even sharing a few things with 
your loved ones. You win be sensitive about a ot of things. God's 
blessings will be w*> you

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) Wth you e9ort*;ou will be earning 
a lot ol money. Yovwii aiso receive a goodnrn about someone 
whom you adore and admire a lot. You will get praised for your 
efforts oven beyond your back. You wil al*< search for a new 
Job opening. You wil become busy in your we You wil explain 
your view point toyou spouse on certain issues affecting you 
relationship Youwinalsohavethedesiretodosomethingbgand 
learn something new. Students will do fie/ wort w«th Ml loyalty 
and concentration. You will get aouote profls in business and 
you wil also be praised. You wa enjoy yoursef at the workplace. 
You will be happy and something new will happen

Parents, guardians, schools 
need to expose children to 

music, arts: Shubha Mudgal
4 6  S a d ly , s tu d y in g  m u s ic  o r  a n s  fo r  a l i f e tim e  

is  no t c o n s id e re d  im p o r ta n t e n o u g h . S u c c ess  
m e a n s  w in n in g  a ta le n t  sh o w  a n d  no t o th e r ­

w is e .  1 f a il  to  u n d e rs ta n d  ho w  o n e  p u ts  a r t i s t ic  
u rg e s  in th e s e  p a ra m e te r s ? "  q u e s t io n s  P ad m a  S h r i 
a w a rd e e  S h u b h a  M u d g a l. a d d in g  p a re n ts  a n d  g u a rd ­
ia n s  a n d  s c h o o ls  ne ed  to  e x p o se  c h ild re n  to  a ll  k inds 
o f  m u s ic  a nd  a r ts ,  a n d  th e  sp le n d id  d iv e r s i ty  th is  
c o u n try  o f fe r s  in  it.

T he s in g e r ,  a lo n g  w ith  c o -a r t i s te s  A n c e sh  P ra d - 
h a n  (T a b la )  a n d  S u d h ir  N ay a k  (H a rm o n iu m )  w as 
r e c e n t ly  in C h a n d ig a rh  to  p e rf o rm  ‘R a n g  H o r i ' 
o n  th e  in v i ta t io n  o f  ‘ E ls e w h e r e ’, c o n c e iv e d  in  th e  
m e m o ry  o f  S a n g e e t N a tak  A k ad c m i a w a rd -w in n in g  
p la y w rig h t  a n d  a u th o r  S w a d c sh  D c c p a k . a d d e d : "I 
w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  C e n tra l A d v iso ry  B o a rd  o f  
E d u c a t io n  c o n s t i tu t e d  by th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  In d ia , 
a  fo c u s  g ro u p  d is c u s s in g  th e  n e ed  fo r  in tr o d u c in g  
a n  a r ts  e d u c a t io n  p ro g ra m m e  in m a in s tre a m  s c h o o l 
e d u c a t io n  d u r in g  th e  N a t io n a l 
C u r r ic u lu m  F ra m ew o rk  2 0 0 5 . It 
w as  c o n s  a g o , a n d  o u r  r e c o m ­
m e n d a tio n s  w e re  a c c c p tc d  bu t 
w c  a re  y e t to  see  th e m  a p p lie d .
T ill  w e d o  n o t g iv e  th e  s a m e  im ­
p o r ta n c e  to  m u s ic  a n d  th e  a r ts  
a s  w e  d o  to  m a th s  a n d  s c ie n c e , 
o r  a t ta c h  a ta n g ib le  o u tc o m e  to  
i t s  s tu d y , c h i ld r e n  w il l  n e v e r  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  v a lu e  it a d d s  to  
g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t."

T a l k in g  a b o u t  th e  ‘ R a n g  
H o r i ‘ , th e  s i n g e r  a n d  m u s i ­
c o lo g is t .  w ho  w a s  p e rfo rm in g  
in  C h a n d ig a rh  a f te r  m o re  th a n  
a  d c c a d c  s tr e s s e d  th a t  w h en  it 
c o m c s  to  b a s a n t  a n d  h o li .  th e re  
is  an  in e x h a u s t ib le  w e a lth  o f  c o m p o s i t io n s  to  be 
p r e se n te d .

“ In  o u r  t r a d i t io n ,  so  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w ri t te n  on 
a n d  in s p i re d  b y  th e  s e a s o n s . I a m  f o r tu n a te  e n o u g h  
to  c o n tin u e  to  be im m ersed  in th e  k h a y a l a n d  thu rn ri 
d a d ra  fo rm s  fo r  th e  la s t  4 0  y e a r s ,  to  le a rn  a n d  p e r ­
fo rm  th e m  to  m y b e s t ."

B orn  in to  a m u s ic a l ly  d c d ic a tc d  fa m i ly . S h u b h a  
h a s  b e e n  tr a in e d  by  som e  o f  th e  f in e s t  m u s ic ia n s  
a n d  m u s i c o lo g i s t s  in  In d ia  in c lu d in g  e m in e n t  
s c h o la r -m u s ic ia n -c o m p o s c r  P a n d it R a m a sh rc y a  Jha  
" R a m ra n g " . P a n d it V in a y a  C h a n d ra  M a u d g a ly a  and  
P a n d it V asan i T h ak a r .

S h e  la te r  le a r n t  s ty l is t ic  te c h n iq u e s  f ro m  w e ll-  
k n o w n  m a e s t ro s  P a n d i t  J i t e n d r a  A b h is h e k i  a n d  
P a n d it K u m a r G a n d h a rv a . S h e  a ls o  r c c c iv c d  tr a in ­
in g  in  th u m ri fro m  N a in a  D ev i.

In h e r  q u e s t  to  k e e p  th e  a r t s  a l iv e ,  S h u b h a  ta k es  
o n  s tu d e n ts ,  a n d  m o u ld s  th e m  in h e r  o w n  ‘c u s t ­
o m is e d  v e r s i o n ' o f  th e  G u ru  s h is h y a  p a ra m p a ra .

“ 1 h a v e  had th e  g o o d  fo r tu n e  o f  h a v in g  e x tre m e ly  
g e n e ro u s  a n d  b r i l l i a n t  g u r u s  w h o  ta u g h t m e e v ­
e ry th in g . I t r y  to  fo llo w  th e ir  e x a m p le , a n d  in  th e  
p ro c c s s  h av e  fo rm e d  m y o w n  w ay  o f  te a c h in g  a n d  
le a r n in g  fro m  i t .”

T h e  w o rld  h a s  c h a n g e d  p o s t  p a n d e m ic , d ig i t a l i ­
s a t io n  has ta k e n  o v e r ,  te c h n o lo g y  c a l l s  th e  sh o ts  
a nd  a r t i s ts  h a v e  s w itc h e d  to  th e  o n l in e  m o d e . B ut 
fo r  S h u b h a , th e  p a n d e m ic  a nd  i ts  lo c k d o w n  w ere  
t r a u m a tic .

" A n  a r t i s t  n e e d s  an  a u d ie n c e , a n d  su d d e n ly  y o u  
a re  in  fo rc cd  c a p tiv i ty ,  w ith  no  s o u r c e  o f  in c o m c . 
I t w a s  d e v a s ta t in g ,  th e  a r t i s t s  s u f f e r e d  b c c a u s c  
th e  su p p o r t to  th e  a r ts  w as  m e ag e r. T h e re  w a s  no  
a t te m p t by a n y  r e g u la t in g  a u th o r i ty  to  th in k  o r  do  
s o m e th in g  fo r  th e  a r t i s t .  A w eb  c a m e ra  th a t c o s t 
s a y  R s 3 ,0 0 0 , s u d d e n ly  sh o t up  to  R s 3 0 ,0 0 0  d u r ­
in g  th e  p a n d em ic . T h e re  w a s  no  p r ic e  r e g u la t io n  o r  
f u n d in g . S e n io r  a r t i s t s  c o u ld  no t e v e n  f in d  a b e d  

in th e  h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  so  m a n y  
le f t m u s ic  a n d  took  up  jo b s .  We 
w e re  to ld  to  c h e e r  p e o p le  w ith  
o u r  m u s ic , b u t no  o n e  th o u g h t 
a b o u t u s ,"  ru e s  S h u b h a .

A lo n g  w ith  h e r  h u sb a n d  a n d  
ta b la  m a e s tro ,  A n e e sh  P ra d h an , 
S a m c cra  Iy e n g a r. R ahu l V ohra . 
M o n a  I r a n i ,  a n d  A r u n d h a t i  
G h o sh  e s ta b l is h e d  A D A A  (A s ­
s is ta n c e  fo r  D isa s te r  A ffe c te d  
A r t i s t s )  in  2 0 2 0 , a n d  th r o u g h  
c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  10 o r g a n is a ­
t io n  in  10 s ta te s ,  r a is e d  fu n d s  
a n d  f in a n c i a l  s u p p o r t e d  137  
f a m i l i e s  o f  a r t i s t s  o v e r  s ix  
m o n th s .

W h ile  te c h n o lo g y ,  M u d g a l 
fe e ls  h a t  m a d e  it p o s s ib le  fo r  m u s ic  to  b e  sh a re d , 
s tre a m e d , a nd  b e  a c c e s s ib le ,  i t ' s  th e  t r a d i tio n a l a rts  
an d  m u s ic , th e  h a n d m a d e  m u s ic a l in s t ru m e n ts ,  th e  
s in g e r s  tn d  f a m i lie s  c a r ry in g  o n  th e se  t r a d i t io n s  
w h o  c o n tin u e  to  s tru g g le .

" T h e re  is  no ta x  r e l ie f ,  o r  fu n d in g  o r  a n y  f in a n ­
c ia l help o r  e v e n  an  e f f o r t  to  c o n s e r v e  o r  p re s e rv e  
th e s e  a r t f o rm s .”  s a y s  S h u b h a . c o n s is te n t  a n d  c o n ­
s ta n t in  h e r  e n d e a v o u r  to  r e a c h  o u t a n d  h e lp , a n d  
ra is e  the  is s u e s .

T h e  c o -fo u n d e rs  o f  E ls e w h e re  sa id  th a t w h ile  th e  
o r g a n is a t io n 's  h e ad  o f f i c c  is  in  C h a n d ig a rh , i t  w ill  
b e  o rg a n is in g  m u lt i - a r ts  f e s t iv a ls  w ith  to p  a r t i s t s  
o f  d if f e r e n t  g e n re s  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n try  a n d  o f fe r  a r t 
e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m m e s .

In N o v em b er . E ls e w h e re  h ad  in v ite d  M a h m o o d  
F a r o o q u i 's  * D as tan -e -K arn  M a h a b h a ra t1 a t C h a n d i­
g a r h 's  R ock G a rd e n . T h e y  s tr e s s e d  th a t  w h ile  th e  
o rg a n is a t io n  is  in  th e  m e m o ry  o f  S w a d c sh  D cc p ak . 
it s  p u rp o se  is  no t to  p ro m o te  h is  w o rk . flA.W S)
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“ Nothing is so  fa tigu ing  as the eternal 
hanging on o f  an uncom pleted task. ”

—  W illiam  Jam es

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
VoJ NwI.XV No.197 SIIII.I.ONC. TtKSDAY, FEBRt ARY IS, 202J

Meghalaya seals its fate
EXIT polls precici a comcback o f ihe NPP-BJPplus 
combinc in Meghalaya. But exit polls are largely 
based on interviewing urban voters. I low people vote 
in the rural outback where development has bypassed 
them for the last fifty years will determine the fate 
o f the candidates. While money has played a major 
role this election and laggard MLAs have relied on 
money power and other inducements to woo voters. 
Election day was uncharacteristically quiet and lack­
lustre compared to the noise and fanfare o f the past 
month. The queue at most polling stations indicated 
a ccrtain lack of interest especially by the male sec­
tion of the population. The queue for women was 
much longer at every polling station. Does this mean 
that women consider voting to be more important in 
deciding their future? Alternatively, why do young 
men not queue up to vote? This needs some study to 
understand voting behaviour in Meghalaya or rather 
among the tribals. In non-tribal dominated areas 
men of all age groups were seen crowding outside 
the polling stations discussing politics ami perhaps 
trying to make sense o f which candidates is likely 
to win from that particular constituency.

The exit polls also reveal that those conducting the 
surveys do not have a nuanccd idea o f  the popularity 
enjoyed by parties like the United Democratic Party 
(UDP) which has been lumped as the “Others." The 
UDP will still be a factor when the next government 
is formed in Meghalaya. Much has been discussed 
about Nagaland and Meghalaya being Christian 
majority states and how the BJP has now jumped 
from getting a toe-hold to getting a foothold in 
these states. T te hard fact is that people are caught 
between a desire for development and the fear psy­
chosis created around the BJP as the anti-minority 
Party wanting to establish a homogenous culture, 
religion and language. In its 5-year partnership with 
the NPP. a national party with its base in the North 
East, people did not witness the BJP imposing any of 
its hard-line stance such as the beef ban or any assault 
on religious minorities. The BJP in this region seems 
to rely a lot on the local leadership and their stances. 
In fact the BJP's mantra for this region is “Vikas'* 
(development). This is evident from the push for 
infrastructure which include roads, highways, power 
and medical cd.icational institutions in states ruled 
by the Party and using these as models o f develop­
ment that other states can aspire to.

March 2 wil reveal whether people have voted 
for change or whether they prefer to give the same 
set o f leaders a second chancc.

R S S has  m ajo r ro le  in B .P  poll c a m p a ig n  in th ree  N orth  E aste rn  sta tes

Sangh Parivar fighting with its back  
to the wall in M eghalaya, Nagaland

I he central leadership o f  
the BJP has been focusing 
its  a tten tio n  on the north 
eastern states o f  the country 
sincc the coming into pow er 
o f  the Party in 2014 and in 
its expansionist efforts, the 
n u  in vehicle has been the 
RSS. In the present phase 
o f  the assem bly polls to the 
thrcc states Tripura. M egha­
laya and  N agaland, a ll se ­
nior leaders ot'lhe  BJP have 
campaigned including Prime 
M in is te r  N aren d ra  M odi 
and  H om e M in ister  A m it 
Shah. T he polls in Tripura 
took place on February 16. 
the polling in the other two 
s ta te s  w as c o m p le te d  on 
February 27.

N orth  E ast is  the  m ost 
fav o u r ite  d e s tin a tio n  fo r 
the RSS. and  o f  course its 
political wing BJP. The party 
which till tw o decades ago 
w as a lien  to  the people o f  
the region has em erged as 
the  o n ly  ru lin g  a ll India  
party and has been virtually 
d ic tating  the politica l d is ­
course. Like any other state 
the expansion  and  grow th 
o f  the BJP ow es to the Con­
gress factor. Former Assam 
C ongress  le ad e r H im anta 
B isw a Sarn ia  sh if tin g  h is 
loyalty to the BJP helped the 
party open its account in the 
North East, after defeating 
the Congress in  the Assam 
assem bly election.

I h e  wrong handling o f  the 
Assam movement launched 
by the All A ssam  S tudent 
Union by the Congress pro­
vided the much needed o p ­
portunity to the RSS to enter 
into the mainstream politics 
through L K Advani in early 
e igh tie s . In recen t tim es, 
rid ing  on  the  c re st o f  the 
election victory, taking inspi­
ration from Assam w in. the 
party managed to expand into 
C hristian-dom inated states 
like M eghalaya. N agaland. 
M izoram besides the Hindu- 
dominated state o f  Tripura.

A pparently B JP 's slogan 
o f  Hindutva and communal 
politics preached by the As-
sam ch ief minister Himanta 
laid the foundation for ascen­
dance. But it was the silent 
w ork  and  su sta in e d  c am ­
paign o f  converting tribals 
into Hindus by the RSS since 
India attained Independence 
that m oulded its growth and 
provided the readymade fo­
rum to take on Congress.

A fter T rip u ra , the  tw o 
other states that w ill go to 
elec tion  a rc  N agaland and 
Meghalaya. Both these states 
will have elections on Febru­
ary 27, to elect its 60 repre­
sentatives. M eghalaya has a

By A run Srivastavu

population o f  29.67 lakh with 
74 .59  percen t C h ris tian s. 
Hindus constitute 11.53 per­
cen t w hile 4.4 percent arc 
Muslims. The Congress had 
w on 29 seat? in the 2013 
state poll, the BJP had won 
none. The political spectrum 
changed fast ir the state. RSS 
started operations in Megha­
laya with sc tth g  first shakha 
in 1946 under V asan trao  
Oak in Shillong. T he state 
was then a  part o f  Assam. It 
attained full so tchood on 21 
January. 1972

A fter tha t they  s ta rted  
working an iorg  G aros, Jain- 
tias and  Khasis. They also 
started programmes for the 
Hajong and Koch com m uni­
ties w hich arc plain tribes. 
It was their social work that 
made them acceptable in  the 
region. At present the RSS 
hae  6000  sw ayam eevake. 
T h is  num ber is  qu ite  e n ­
couraging since the state is 
dominated by C hristians. In 
2016 they had held "Know

The long CPI(M ) rule under 
Sarkar led to  stagnation and 
acute unem ploym ent. RSS 
exploited the situation and 
BJP cam c to power.

A lthough the Naga Peo­
ple’s Front (N PF) is an a l­
liance partner o f  the BJP at 
the Centre. M anipur and in 
Nagaland, the BJP is yet to 
m ake any significant prog­
ress in this northeastern state. 
With 88 percent o f  its popu­
lation being C hristians the 
RSS has been finding a tough 
proposition to  penetrate the 
reg io n . T he fac t rem a in s 
that religious equation has 
m ade the  jo b  far  tougher 
for the RSS in its c ftbn  to 
gain  a strong  foo tho ld  in  
the state. A s o f  today it has 
only tw o shakhas running in 
Dimapur.

Though RSS has devel­
oped som e amount o f  base 
in Meghalaya, it is  unlikely 
that it is sufficient to ensure 
electoral victory to B JP in 
the state. RSS enabling the

“Though RSS has developed som e  
amount o f  base in M eghalaya, it is 

unlikely that it is sufficient to ensure 
electoral victor}' to  B JP  in the state. 
RSS enabling the B JP  to fo rm  North  

Eastern D em ocratic Alliance in 2016, 
a platform  o f  non-Congress parties in 

the region with the avow ed aim  to keep  
the Congress ou t o f  pow er has not proved  

to be so  effective. ”

R S S”  p ro g ra m m e  w h ich  
was attended by 300 teach­
ers out o f  w hich 125 w ere 
Christians. At present, there 
are  46  shakhas. 30 m ilan  
(weekly meet) and 35 man- 
dali (monthly meet) in M e­
ghalaya.

W inning  the a ssem b ly  
election is issue o f  life and 
death more fen- RSS as BJP 
losing the clcvtion will hos­
tel) up the process o f  peoples' 
action  agains: the RSS. In 
Tripura also the emergence 
o f  BJP as th< ruling party  
ow es to  the astonishing de­
votion o f  the RSS. The feed­
back from the think tank o f 
the RSS helped erode  the 
base o f  the CPI(.M). Former 
Tripura ch ief minister Manik 
Sarkar had successfully con­
verted the state into a Left 
bastion initially but the CPM 
could not mot va te  the party 
cadres and leaders to listen 
to  the  pe o p les ' g roan ing .

BJP to  form  North Eastern 
Democratic Alliance in 2016, 
a platform o f  non-Congress 
parties in the region with the 
avowed aim to keep the C on­
gress ou t o f  pow er has not 
proved to  be  so cftcctive.

Stakes a re  high for the 
BJP. but m ore than tha t o f  
the RSS. BJP will lose the 
electoral battle, but the RSS 
wilt facc erosion o f  its base. 
In early years the people o f  
the reg ion , e sp ec ia lly  the 
tribals and Christians had not 
perceived the RSS as a major 
threat. H owever, the recent 
attack o f  the R SSand BJPon 
their social and cultural bases 
have scared them o f  losing 
their identity. O bviously for 
the RSS and BJP it is a do or 
d ie  situation. They cannot 
lose the gains made during 
these years. T he nature o f  
the stakes gets reflected in 
party's meticulous and long 
term planning for the forth­

com ing Assembly elections 
in Tripura. M eghalaya and 
Nagaland.

Though the N orth eastern 
s ta te s  h av e  em erged  a s  a 
strong base o f  the RSS and 
BJP. the fact remains that it 
is still tough for em erge as 
the major ruling party in the 
region. The BJP had put a 
strong fight in Tripura and it 
is going to do the same in Na­
galand and Meghalaya where 
the elections will be held on 
February 27. T rue enough 
the 2023 assem bly polls in 
Northeast are a semifinal to
2024 general elections.

The alliance between the 
BJP and die National People's 
Party (N PP) in M eghalaya 
has been quite fragile. The 
BJP had supported the C on­
rad Sangma-led N PP to form 
a government. But both arc 
fighting separately. M egha­
laya has a legacy o f  politi­
cal instability with constant
changing o f  parlies hy the
MLAs. In the state BJP is not 
a m ajor player. The Garo and 
Khasi division in the  state 
affec ts the voting patterns. 
With about 75% population 
being  C hristian  and  about 
12% population Hindu, the 
Congress has enjoyed a hold 
over the Shillong region and 
the NPP has had a hold over 
the Tura region.

In N agaland, meanwhile, 
the  key issue is peace and 
security. The maverick stand 
o f  the B JP has turned the 
regional outfits not to  rely 
on it. T he ruling Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Par­
ty  (ND PP) has been trying 
to negotiate a peace agree­
ment with various militant 
groups, and the outcom e o f  
these negotiations w ill be a 
key factor in the elections. 
They nursed the impression 
that U nion H om e M inister 
A m it Shah would announce 
com plete abrogation o f  the 
AFSPA (the A rm ed Forces 
(Spccial Pow ers) A ct). But 
it has not happened.

The state has a lso  been 
facing dem ands from seven
tribes for the creation o f  a 
separate "Frontier Nagaland" 
by carving out 16 districts. 
Recently, the central govern­
ment held meetings w ith the 
Eastern N agaland People’s 
Organisation (ENPO) to find 
a  w ay out o f  this problem.

As in Meghalaya, in Na­
galand too. BJP is a second­
ary  p layer. T he N ational 
Democratic Progressive Par­
ty (NDPP) o f  C h ief M inister 
Nciphiu Rio depends upon 
help from the BJP to  frustrate 
the efforts o f  Naga People 's 
Front (NPF). (tPA Service)

ECI should 
maintain data 

privacy
Editor.
At the outset my heartfelt 

thanks to Bah M atbianglang 
Rymbai for his illjininating 
letters to the  editor, namely. 
“ Is a secret ballot actually 
secret?" and "Hew ‘money 
pow er’ during elections be­
com e ■efficientV (ST  Feb
25 and 27. 2023). The con­
ten t is  r ich  and  valuab le . 
M r Rym bai has c o rrcc tly  
observed that in absence o f  
a D ata Privacy Act. access 
to the election d tta  by the 
privileged few tantamount 
to violation o f  the principle 
o f  natural justice  a s far as 
data privacy o f  the individual 
voters is conccmcd. He has 
rationally appealed for us to 
the Election Commission o f  
India " to  ensure  tha t even 
after counting day, there is 
restricted access even by the 
d istric t and  sub-divisional 
o ffic ia ls  to  r o o n s  w here  
the C ontrol U nits and the 
VVPAT Slips a re  kept, until 
the day all this voting data is 
to  be deleted and destroyed”.
I hope the bureaucrats in the 
ECI take cognizance o f  these 
letters in the interest o f  an 
unllawcd democracy.

vours etc..
V.K. Lyngdoh 

Via email

Online voting 
fa c ility

Editor.
T h e  fundam ental p r in ­

ciple o f  dem ocracy lie s  in 
exercising voting rights by 
all c itizens. F or a healthy 
democracy, one needs to cast 
a  vote judiciously. But un­
fortunately. many lazybones 
just loathe to stand in queue 
and they do not bother a t all 
to  participate in this dem o­
cra tic  p rocess. T h is  trend  
is  quite catching. However, 
it is a delight to see  many 
people returning home from 
M umbai. Delhi. Bangalore, 
and Kolkata toexercise their 
franchise w ith gusto. Even 
in  my locality, many people 
hav e  a rr iv e d  to  v o te  fo r 
their beloved leaders. These 
conscious citizcns certainly 
deserve  apprecia tion  from 
the Election Commission. O f 
course, each citizcn should 
contribute to  making a strong 
governm ent for a better fu­
tu re. -- hopefully  w e have 
genuinely eligible candidates 
in the fray.

N e v e rth e le s s , ru sh in g  
back to the  home suite for 
mere voting sounds quite ar­
chaic in  this digital age. This 
involves lots o f  expenditures 
besides other troubles. Well, 
if  w e can buy our air/railway 
tic k e ts  on lin e  w ith  a few  
c lick s , i f  w e  can  ope ra te  
our day-to-day banking and 
sha re  m arket tran sac tions 
involving trillions o f  dollars 
online by just sittingat home, 
w hy can 't w e have an online 
voting facility  now ? Have 
the  multinational companies 
from US/UK not outsourced 
the ir  m ajor adm inistra tive  
and clerical wnrfc lo India lo
cut costs? For over a decade, 
the internet outsourcing ad ­
m in is trative/c le rica l w ork

has brought about an unprec­
edented “ revolution.”  This 
online outsourcing work has 
been accomplished with cent 
percent precision and effi­
ciency and is  cost-effective. 
CO V ID-19 has further made 
us realize that the DIGITAL 
PO R TA L c an  e a s ily  ’’re ­
place” the structural offices. 
I think the  governm ent o f  
India should  g ive  se rious 
thought in this respect so 
f a r  a s “ vo tin g  o n lin e ”  is 
concerned. M r Sawkmic. an 
employee o f  a  call centre in 
Bengaluru, lam ents h is in­
ability to vote online.

With the authentication 
through Aadhaar, Epic card 
and "m obile-linked O TP", 
voting online carries m ore 
se n se  w hen  5G is  a t ou r 
disposal. If not for everyone, 
those w ho arc “ou t o f  sta­
tion" and the elderly and sick 
people, w ho cannot walk up 
to the polling booth, online 
voting will prove a real boon. 
Frankly speaking, those who 
a re  aw ay from  their home 
state arc less likely to fall for 
delusive influences and are 
more sensible in electing the 
deserving candidates.

Yours etc..
Salil Gcwali, 

Shillong

A step in time 
saves lives

Editor,
The horrific accident on 

February 26 where six  in­
nocent lives w ore lo::t, that
o f  a c a th o lic  p r ie s t, four 
s is te rs  and a d r iv e r  co m ­
ing from Barama Parish o f

Bongaigaon diocese, should 
rem ind a ll com m uters that 
ou r roads arc not safe. In 
spite o f  the four-lane h igh­
way, die fatal accident took 
place, a ll because o f  a truck 
driver flouting traffic rules. 
It is too common to hear o f  
truck-related accidents in our 
state. How nuny  lives have 
been lost on our highways? 
W h erev e r  heavy  lo a d ed  
trucks p ly  the roads there 
have been regular fatal acc i­
dents. Take for exam ple, the 
Shillong by-pass highway, 
how many people have lost 
their lives alorg  this road just 
in less than a decade. The 
m assive num ber o f  lo rries 
plying between Jaintia H ills 
and  G uw ahati m akes ou r 
highw ays poicntial killers. 
The nature o f  our hills roads 
where there aic innumerable 
bends is ano ticr factor that 
causes m ore acciden ts by 
reckless drivers. How many- 
more innoccrt lives should 
be lost before any decisive 
action is  taken to  eliminate 
th is permanent threat?

A s the ole saying goes, 
“a stich in tin e  saves nine,” 
I would paraphrase it a s “a 
step in tim e saves lives." It 
is true dial when appropriate 
actions are  taken in time to 
address ccrtain issues, one 
can avoid any fallout o r un- 
desired complications. W hen 
it conics to  road safety, it is 
evident that tkc only lasting 
so lu t io n  to  iru ck -rc la tc d  
accidents would be the con­
struction o f  a railway con­
nection In my opinion, what
wc urgently need is  not a 
ra ilw a y  lin e  to  B y rn ihat 
but a railw ay connec tion

from Jairttia H ills to  Assam 
th ro u g h  K arb i A ng lo n g . 
C onsidering  the  fac t tha t 
Jairitia H ills is presently the 
area that exports the  largest 
amount o f  coal and cement, 
it is reasonable that a  railway 
conncction from here would 
serve best the purpose. Hav­
ing a railway conncction at 
Byrnihat o r even Nongpoh 
would still mean that thou­
sand o f  trucks need to p ly  on 
our highways which would 
defeat the  very purpose o f  
it. The railway facility from 
Ja ifltia  H ills  w ould  d e f i­
nitely elim inate such incon­
ven iences. H ow ever, one  
wonders i f  such a ncccssary 
step would be taken by the 
governm ent know ing  that 
a pow erful lobby o f  truck 
owners would oppose such 
a move. It is evident that i f  a 
railway line comes up. 90%  
o f  these trucks would be o ff  
the road. Finally everything 
boils dow n to monetary gain. 
People and even the  govern­
ment would rather sacrifice 
innoccnt lives for material 
gain. How did w c com e to 
such a  level o f  moral degen­
eration that we value money 
more than lives? I hope we 
get a morally upright gov­
ernment that w ould dare to 
ignore the demands o f  selfish 
lobby groups.

Apart from this, the fail­
ure  o f  the  governm ent to 
im plem ent rigorous traffic 
ru les e sp ec ia lly  those re ­
lated w ith speed lim it and 
w eigh t lim its , p u ts  c o m ­
m uters in g rea ter dangers. 
O ur highw ays do not have 
speed-m onito ring  cam eras 
and no traffic police station

to  control speed offenders 
like  in w estern  countries. 
Therefore, the solutions to 
this threat to life could be: 
i) strict m onitoring o f  speed 
on  highways. T his could be 
done a lso  by putting more 
highw ay patrol po lice ; ii) 
by a s tr ic t m on ito ring  o f  
w eight lim it o f  coal o r  ce­
m ent carrying trucks: iii) by 
constructing strong and high 
ccmcnt road dividers on all 
bends along theG S highway; 
i v) and finally o f  course the 
pennanent and sure solution 
w ould be the railway con­
n e c tiv ity  b e tw een  Ja ifttia  
Hills and Assam.

Wc have just voted for our 
representatives to ou r legis­
la tive assem bly and soon we 
will get the results. We hope 
to  get a less corrupt govern­
ment and a more develop­
m ent and  peoplc-orien tcd  
governm ent. Safeguarding 
the precious liv c so f  the c iti­
zcns is the m ost fundamental 
du ty  o f  a governm ent. Let 
us hope and sec  i f  the next 
governm ent w ould take to 
heart this important sugges­
tion. We do no t know which 
government wc arc going to 
get after the 2nd o f  March, 
but one thing we would like 
the  upcom ing governm ent 
to  do is to find a pennanent 
solution to this perennial is­
sue o f  traffic safety.

Yours etc., 
Bam cs M awric sdb 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
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The Sh illong  Times

Parliament has 
lost the essence of 

democracy
By Derek O'Brien

Prime M inister Narendra 
M odi spoke for almost thrcc 
hours in Parliament on  two 
days o f  tie  Budget Session. 
In Rajya Sabha he spoke 
for 85 minutes. How many 
tim es was he interrupted? 
N ot even once! In contrast, 
the Leader o f  the O pposi­
tion . M allikarjun K hargc, 
spoke for 88 m inutes, and 
he was 'interrupted' by the 
honourable custodian o f  the 
House an unprecedented 32 
tim es (yes. I was a few seats 
away and counting). Digvi* 
ja y  Singh spoke for 33 m in­
utes and he w as interrupted 
seven tines. I spoke for 18 
minutes.«nd was interrupted 
by the Chair three times.

T h e  P r im e  M in i s te r  
faft'cd hi> way through the 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya 
Sabha without even touching 
on any o f  those five issues:
unem ploym ent, p ricc rise, 
inqu iry  into a m onstrous 
scam , econom ic blockade 
o f  S ta te ;, a nd  com m unal 
harmony.

A global survey carried 
ou t by Iptos ‘W hat W orries 
the World’ for the month o f  
Ja nuary  202 3 h ighlighted 
that unem ploym ent is  the 
topmost v o rry  for Indians.

A s pc- CM IE data, the 
unemployment rate in Dc-

that it is tasked with three 
principal objectives: (i) To 
protect the in terests o f  in­
vestors in  securities: (ii) To 
promote the development o f  
the securities m arket: and 
(iii) To regulate the securi­
ties market. Dozens o f  MPs 
in the Opposition made the 
argument that a ll this affects 
crorcs o f  Indians w ho have 
invested their life savings 
into institutions like LIC and 
SBI. M um ’s die word.

Fa r rem oved  from  th e  
billion dollar racketeering, 
there is the story o f  the 70 
tonne dom e o f  the  under- 
c o n s tru c tio n  M e g h a la y a  
Legislative Assembly bu ild ­
ing that collapscd last year. 
G uess w ho w as constructing 
the dom e?  U tta r Pradesh 
Rajkiya N innan Nigam Ltd. 
M ega, midi o r mini scams 

the gentlcm un who gives
the O pposition homilies on 
corruption decidcd to  brazen 
it out in both Houses.

T h e  sp e e c h e s  b y  th e  
P r im e  M in is te r  in  bo th  
H o u ses  la s te d  173 m in ­
utes. He dodged responding 
to serious concerns raised 
about the econom ic block­
ade o f  States. The man who 
was once a C h ief M inister 
for tw elve  years, heads a 
Union governm ent that is

cembcr 2022 stood a t 8.30%. 
the  highest in 16 months. 
T his m eats  that almost four 
crore Indians are  without a 
job. T he state w ith the high­
est unem ploym ent ra te  is 
H aryana at 37% . Pan-India, 
the  u rb a i unem ploym ent 
rate stands a t 10%. A nd for 
a ll the  hollow  talk about 
w omen empowerment, over

now squeezing non-BJP run 
s ta tes o f  funds. F or MN- 
REG A  a lo n e , th e  U nion  
government owes states over 
Rs 10.000 crorcs. Cess and 
surcharge as a part o f  gross 
Union tax revenues has now 
gone up from 10% in 2012 
to 20% in 2023. Cess, a s  is 
common knowledge, is not 
shared w ith the states.

“Three hours on the floor o f  Parliam ent 
and not a  sentence about price  rise, 
fu e l  prices. LPG  cylinders. Retail 

inflation a t a  three m onth high, 
beyond the threshold o f  the RBI limit. 

Sharp rise in essentials like spices, 
cereals, milk, an d  eggs.”

tw o  crore women quit the 
w ork fo rce  be tw een  2017 
and 2022

E ven  though  the  n i t i  
Aayog predicts that India's 
unorganised g ig  econom y 
will ex paid  by 200% (from 
the cunrcat 77 lakh workers 
to  235 li-kh w orkers), the 
Union government is yet to 
take  action on their premier 
think tanks’recommendation 
o f  providing these w orkers 
with social security benefits 
l ik e  paic  leave , acc id cn t 
insurance, support during  
irregu la rity  o f  w o rk , and  
pension plans.

Three hours on the floor 
o f  Parliament and not a sen ­
tence about price rise. Fuel 
prices. LPG cylinders. Retail 
infla tion at a th ree  month 
high, beyond the threshold 
o f  the Rl:l limit. Sharp rise 
in  e ssen t ia ls  lik e  sp ic cs , 
c c rc a ls .  m ilk , and  eggs. 
Two wheeler sales, which 
m any consider to be one o f  
the practical indicators for 
measuring the health o f  the 
economy, have witnessed the 
lowest sa  c s  in a decade.

We did not hear a word 
in  e ith e r  H ouse  from  the 
PM  on the monstrous scam. 
D uring my intervention in 
Rajya Sabha. I flagged the 
pream ble o f  the Securities 
an d  E xchange  B o a rd  o f  
India (SEBI) w hich sta tes

The P resident's address 
to both H ouses ofParliam cnt 
had a pow erful sen tence: 
"A  B h a ra t w h o se  d iv e r ­
sity is even more v ivid and 
whose unity becomes even 
m ore  u n sh a k e a b lc .” T h e  
PM . in both his speeches, 
very conveniently  ignored 
any reference  to  m ultip le  
incidents taking place that 
contravened the essence o f  
this sentence and Article 25 
o f  the Constitution: the right 
to  freely profess, practice, 
and propagate religion.

W hat no political party 
not the Trinamool Congress, 
DMK or SP or Congress or 
AAP o r  Shiv Sena o r CPM 

could do, one  YRF film 
did. Words w ritten nearly 75 
years ago by Dr A mbcdkar 
and his team had now been 
turned into movie magic by 
d irec to r S iddharth  A nand 
and India's biggest global 
am bassadors, Bollyw ood. 
On the floor o f  the  Rajya 
Sabha wc praised the block­
buster that celebrated India's 
diversity. K han. Padukone 
and Abraham had shown this 
G overnment and its cronies 
the pow er o f  incorporating 
into popular culture - seri­
ous m essag ing  about true  
patriotism, unity in diversity 
and  constitu tional values. 
The Prim e M inister chose 
to  look away.


