NATURE AND PATTERN OF INSURGENCY IN NAGALAND
A GEOGRAPHICAL ANALYSIS

By
SUBASH CHANDER

—————— e

TIIESIS SUBMITTED FOR THE DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

LT
AV
> ‘%,

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENT SCIENCES
NORTH-EASTERN HILL UNIVERSITY

SHILLONG 793001

JANUARY, 1984



HSEEE My

369, We L OLEER" \f\

N e DA
@ﬂ“" "'h/ A\ O

Sob, Measl :

Aote. by.,Z{-%

Toancoribed Ry L
N0

DS
TS.4165
/

C—m



ERRAACEEA TR RSP U R AR ATLF G g s F M
E- 3
42

DEDICATED TO MY PANENTS ¥

Fucmunsean e R

b1
RECR AP AR E AR RIIARANIL A TFAN Q0 FRY

COMPUTERISED



Grams | NEHU

North- Eastern Hill University

~ Mayurbhanj Complex
Nongthymmai,Shillong-793014 ( Meghalaya )

Department of , ‘(,}E:OGRAPHY. e e

This is to certify that the thesis
submitted by Sri SUBASH CHANDER for the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) at the Department of
Geography, Schood of Environmental Sciences, North-
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, Meghalaya, entitled
"Wature and Pattern of Insurgency in Naéaland, A
Geographical Analysis", is a bonafide study of the
author to the best of our knowledge and belief. This
study may now be placed before the examiners for

evaluation,

" /L/@fwo\k

Dr. R.K.Rai, Dr. R.Gopalakrishnan
Head, Supervisor,
Department of Geography, Reader,Department of

Northehastern Hill University, Geography, N.E.H.U.,
Shillong. Shillong.



CKNOWIEDGEMENT

Acknowvledgement is hardly a term that can do
justice to the people who have helped this thesis to bs
completed, The author can only express his sincere thanks
for the inspiration and insights provided by yarious sour-
ces, In case the author express his gratitude for all
assistance recefved, Even though it must be in the form of
collective thanks to many persons and institutionsnot

mentioned by names.

The author's special thanks go first to North-
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, which made this thesis

possible,

This thesis was prepared under the supergision
and guldance of Dg. R. Gopalakrishnan, Reader,Department
of Geography, North-tbastern Hill University,Shillong. Bis
valuable comments, advice and suggestions at various stages
of the work have improved and enriched this study in the
aspects of Nature and Pattern of Insurgency in Negalandj
A Ceogresphical Analysis, His painstaking effort in going
through this manuscript several times, made this thesis
into its final shape., The author also expresses his sense

of gratitude of Prof. Rem Chander Sharma for his valuable



suggestions, encouragement and inspiration in comple-

ting this research.

The suthor 1s véry much grateful to Dr. R.K.Rei,
Reader end Head, Department of Geography, North-Eastern
Hill University, Shillong for his constant encouragement @

and valuable suggestlions at various stages of the work.

The author has immensely benefltted from discu-
ssion with Prof P, Dayal, Dr, A.C.Mahapbra, Reader and
Mr, All Ahmed, Lecturer-in the Department of Geography,
while working on this thesis, The author therefore, re-

mains indebted to them,

Tre author owes its gratitude to the Librarians of
North-Eastern Hill University, National Library of Cal-
cutta, Jawaharlal Nehru Univerisity,Newv Delhi, National
Archive of Indla, New Delhi, State Central Library,Shillong,
North-Eastern Council,Shillong, Eastern Air Command,Shi-
llong etc., for extending their help in procuring the

necessary materials including press clipping,

The author express sincere thanks to Mr.S.Chattaraj,
Miss. Sudeepta Chakravorthy, Miss.Manju Dass, Mr.B.5. Mipun,
Mr.S.,T.Almed and Mr.P, Laskar, Research Fellows in the De-
partment of Geography and also to Hr. M.Hanohar, Mr.Arun Sarkar



and Mr,Pertap, Research Fellows for their help and co-
operation, A number of scholars remained unnamed ad

author gratefully acknowledgejtneir co-operation.

The co-operatidn extended and permission granted
by the Eastern Ailr Command authority to t he author was
immense help in the completion of this research., My speclial
thanks to my officers, SNCO's and my friends are also
thankfully acknovledged, The author is grateful to Mr.

Bans Rlaj Cangre and his family (in particulerly Mrs.Sangra,
Mr. C.P. Sangra and Sulekha Sangra) f or their constant

encouragencnt and help in completing this research.

The author i3 grateful to Mr.Washid, Gestatner
Operator in the Bepartment of Geography for his co-operation

in Xeroxing maps.

The author finally expresses his sincere thanks
to Mr. P, E, Thqggs, Stenographer to the Dean, School of
Social Sclences ,Nd}th-Ba_stem Hil1l University,Shillong for
typing this manuséript.

Last but not the least, the author expresses
his heartfelt gratitude to his parents,brothers,sisters
and sister-in laws for their moral support and patience

throughout the duration of the research,



However, all the facts presented in the thesis

is authort's own,

Date: 25 Jan.,198%, SUBASH CHANDER

Dept.of Geography,
N.E.H.U,,Shillong.



CONTENTS

ACKN CWILDGEMENT
LIST OF MARS AND FIGURLS
ST OF PABLLS

PHEFPACL

INTRCDUCTICN 1 - 18

CHAPTEL - T
ECGRAPHICAL FRAMEWORK 19 - 39

CHAPTER - II
SOMD ECSENTIAL bACKGRGUND 39 - 63
CEAPTLI. - III
LCONOMY OF NAGALAIID Ally ITC IEVEI 63 - 10%
oF DEVELOPMENT.

CHBAPTE:. - IV
SOCIO-POLITICAL SET U2 CF NAGAC 108 - 189

CHAPTER - V
WAGA IMNSURGENCY 139 - 178

CEAPIER - VI

PERC PECTIVLE AND RES PONGE TO NAGA 175 -~ 196
INCURGENCY.



PAGE

CQICLUSION 197 - 205

APPENDI CES 206 - 211

BIB LI OCRAPHY 212 - 226



MAP No,

1.
2.
3.
k.

7.

8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
1k,
15,
16.

LIST OF MAPS_AND FIGURES

-3
&
-3
2!

! 4

NAGALAND LOCATION
NAGALAND ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIWMIS(1981).
NAGALAND - HELIEF

NAGALAND - VEGETATICON

NAGALAND - HISTOQRICAL SKETCH MAP

RAGALARD IEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT

NAGALARD - COMMUNICATICN

NAGALAND "= DENGITY OF PCPULATION

NAGAS - MIGRATION

NAGAS - SPATIAL DISTRIBUTICN PATTERN

NAGA INGURGENCY - ARSA OF HIGH AND LOW INTERGITY

NAGA INSURGENT OPERATICGN ARBA IN THE NORTH-EAST REGION.
TYPICAL PATTERN OF INSURGENT EXPANSICN

ON TIME SECALE/INGURGENCY PHASES .

PHIZO 'S PARALIEL GOVERNMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL CRITEXT OF INSURGENCY IN NAGALAND



ABIE NO

1.1

3.1

3.2
3.3
3.k
3.5

3.6

3.7

"LIST OF TABIES

TITIE

AVERAGE MONTHLY RAIHN FALL &{D TEMPER-
ATURE CONDITICNS IN NAGALANDG1970-74%).

DENSITY (F POPULATION IN NAGALAND
(1981).

IAND USE BASIC DATA (1976-177).
DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS(1981).

NO, OF INDUSTRIES IN NAGAIAND(1979)
DISTRICTWISE KDAD. IENGTE(1979)
INDICATORS OF IE VEL AND POTENTIAL

OF DEVELOPE@N@- SETE& AND TEEIR

SUB -SETS..
NAGALAND - IEVEIS CF [EVE LOPKENT

72

77
79
81
82

92

99



PHEFACE

"The general principles which govern the
application of geography in the general areas of mili-
tary concern, apply to problems of counterinsurgency.
However, the technigue of geographical analysis of
conflio&s of interest can be useful here, One part
of the preoblem of counterinsurgency appertains to fore-
sesing the outbresk of insurgent activities and to esti-
mating the future requirement for counterinsurgency
activities. Geographical evaluation can contribute to
such foresight, both in the estimate of the most likely
form of insurrection and in the estimate 6f the advan-
tage vhich might derive from sponsoring revolt in a
particular plaece."

(Louis C.Peltier and G.Etgel Pearcy, Military Geography
Indian Ed,{Nev Delhi,1981) pp.95-96.

The present enalysis is with the intent to prove
into the underlying relationship (spatial) of the insur-
gents movement in Nagaland to the people who speak it as
thelir owvn in an environmental frasmework. It also seeks
to identify the underlying dynamics of the movement(so ca-
1led Nationalist expressiocn of the few) that express the
dynamics in their distinctive social behaviour and geogra-
phical environment. The author has attempted to show the
role of geographical factors as one of the many determin-
ing factors in all this interactions., Such an approach,
to author}s knowledge has never been presented before, nor
has the name which the author has attached to it., Even the
attempted analysis i{s unusual,lending itself to be elabora-

ted in succeeding chapters.,



While many had written on insurgency® and on
Hagaland, it hass almost invarisbly have been as an appen-
dage of coloni%ﬁsm ( end capitalism), end only a rela-
tively fov since independence on such problems, There had
been a considerable discussion in respect to origin and
devalggment of insurgency in Nagaland with its associas-

ted diacritica, varied socia-economic and political pro-
bleg;

It had evidently occured to no one (possidly)
to understand the role of geographical factors that moti-
vated (impart) the movement, It is of course difficilt
to overemphasis the role of this fsctor, when one sees

tha overall development of the sgtate,

Other factors toc have contributed to the
author's aporoech, Among them was the basic dynemies
of social and politico-economic aspucts, which seems to
the author, greatly clarified the effect of insurgency
upon the Naga's soclety. The asuthor had slso sought to
indicate contrastively the validity of the geographical
bases of the study by paralelling it vith(to some extent)

their ideological bases,

*The words insurgents, oxtremists, etc. are used inter-
changeably throughout the present work,



One important and significant challenge wvwas the
Nagg perception and its response to integration with the
Indian Republic. As the author feels, thelr ideology
that was egsentlially tribal in character from the outseg
proved difficult to adjust or recognise the advantage
of e remaining vith the Union of Indizc. Their presista-
nce and resultent offensive (insurgency) had struck the
antbor'as an example of an ideologlcal bias that required

clarificaticn.

It soon became evident to the author that the

vork had to be plenned sroumd
(1) the geographical bages and its relatlonship, and

(11) Contrast between socio-economic parametres amd
their political implications, Inevitably the guestion of
sources, orizins and foundations involved in the dynguics
of insurgency os well as erising from the sbove two points
began to focus themselves in the study. Out of this n;tional
and soclal forces emerged the concept of process, vhose
social ramification was founded upon d4ifferentiation within

the Naga society,

The present analysie is an attempt, than, to con-
struct and establish a relstionship between the environ-

mental matrix and insurgency in Nagaland. This is because



there have been efforts in making the problem actuaslly
ethnic one which has pcsed a challenge to India's secu-
rity enviromment. Agaln right from independence there

had been an uncanny continuity of events (in the North-

east that is continuously testing the Indian Union).

The present attempt also seeks to fi1li up
some of the gaps that exist about the state and the
insurgént movement, By providing a spatio-temporal freme-
vork of references, the author sesks to clarify but has

hitherto been in doubt,

Gubos gt~

Place:;Shillong Subesh Chander
Date %/January,1981+.
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INTRODUCTT N

Analysis of (and studies on) insurgency
i8 a part of Political Geograph} and very 1little
has been done so far, The study takes into account
the changing pattern of political and ideological
factors that not only threaten the status gquo but
also induce significant(éeographical changes, These
changes, then, as the author contends, have direct
bearing on the landscapej and any chahge in the
landscape brings forth new sets of spatiasl relation-
ships (that depend upon the degree of preceeding
relationships).

Insurgency in Nagaland indicates a relation-
ship between natural environment and political re-
sponses ( for example, the pre-determined frame of
reference among the insurgents), Author feels that
through Political Geography, the role of factors
and forces can be evaluated including that of the

insurgency.

Whatever action that has taken place within

the Naga environment, does not fall under any known

1. See Richard Muir (1979) ern_Po e
( London) pp.110-112, and R.W.McColl(1969)"The Insur-
gent State; territorial bases of revolution,"”

Annals
ssociat Am e (AAAG) V0l.59 o)
pp.613-31, ; i\



instance. The Naga insurgency, in the study, has

been considered as unique and has been treated as

such, The nature and pattern of insurgent activity

in Nagaland has been reflected in number of books and
articles, that have described at length the origin and
development of armed insurgency in Nagaland as well as
other associated events in this strategic part of the
country. These books aad articles have suggested the
approaches to the Naga problem and have attempted to
describe subjective and objective conditions, These
studies also included the role of the people of Nagaland
in the armed struggle. But these books and articles though
of quality may need not be necessarily teken as an indi-
cator to the spatio-temporal pattern of the Naga insur-

gency and the people who promoted them,

Some of the most protracted and bloody guerilla
var was such as in Vietnam, Cambodia etc, have not shown
any definite theoritical framework., But they are ref-
lection of strategy to a particulsar time and place, for

example after the World War II Kurds have continuously

/

fought and experienced the theme of guerilla warfare,

eventhough they have not read a book on the subject.



The ultimate result is not due to their lack of
knovledge of reading guérilla literature or any
doctrinal short comings. This is in contrary to
some of the armed insurgent movements that had very
strong ideological background but had failed miser-
ably due to the lack of geographical bese, (for
example the continuing struggle in Upper Burma or

in the Golden triangle).

Perhaps what is happening in Manipur and
Tripura (though having ideologicel basis) has perhaps
no validity in the Naga situation, but as these
states are territorialy contiguous, the geographical
implication are significant, During the training
period, howevér, the insurgents lacked resources and
wvhich have compelled quite a few Naga 1ﬁsurgents
leaders to adept a particular ideological front (as
the case of Muviah group calling themselves as Naga

socialists or the NSCN).

The docterine of guerilla activity in Nggaland
has to be studied in the context of time and space. It
has to be subjected to a critical analysis, for by no

means, it provides a true reflection of guerilla



experience and reaction of the central government.
Many of the insurgents have joined the movement with
the definite perceived committements ( as the insur-
gent leaders interpreted and indoctrinated the raw
recruitﬁ. But with the due process of time, they found
that there goal was not in sight, and saw the relevan-
cy of the fact that the prosperity of Nagaland lay in
their union with India (1975 Shillong Accord clearly
illustrates this. See also Appendix - 2Z),

The propagators of t he Naga insurgent movement
(though vacillated by their perceived snd ambiguious
ideology) were infact lured, as the author feels, by
the politico-economic adventages that would have acc ued
from the creation of independent Nagaland, Thelr con-
ception therefore, geographically, politically and econo-
mically is not viable. The only adventage which the
propagators of the Naga movement could have(?) acheived
with some success was to have been a constant irritant
in the Indie-.China relations in this strategic location.
Further, the author feels that even socially and cultur-
ally, the éntire concepts that lay behind the insurgent
movement cauld not have been plausible. For,

i) The Naga a® an ethnic group are dispersed



in parts of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Burma
besides, Nagalend proper. The inter and intra-

tribal differences within themselves have, to a
substantial degree, given them a static outlook;

i1{) the presence of insurgent groups
in Burma like that of the Kachins, Karens, Shans,
Burmese Communist Party, atc, have a very dﬁminant
presence, The Naga movement, in comparison, is in
minority and sofar the Nagas insurgents have never
been assimilated in this bdbroader regional insurgent
movement, nor they-have beenlable to influence them
adeguately., Infact, it can be sald with substantial
clarity that the Naga movement is localised pheno-
menon in a broader international perspective. This,
however does not rule out their sanctuaries in Burma
or vhatever material ald they have received from
other external forces. As a result whatever the
movement that i3 taking place is merely an expression
of dissidents who have discarded all avenues except
the organizational chﬁhge within the Naga soclety
and within the Indian Unlon.

As far as the question of identity is concerned

the opponents of the union or the insurgent's view, is



largely biased and misinterpreted, (in this way they
vere often encouraged by the British esdministrators

on the eve of independence). For the Sixth Schedule

of the constitution of India and the sxistence of
Hagaland as auﬁonomous state 1s in itself a defending
point against the insurgents advocacy. In this respect
the role and operation of government and private
agencles have been‘guestianed. For it vas stated that
they have persistantly acted as- & disruptive element,
a case in point wvas the stand teken by Rev, Michel Scott,
The present analysis 1is part of wider study, which

the author believes hes not been gttempted before - a
critical interpretation of Saga problem from the
geographical (an envircnmentael) view point. The present
analysis deals with the insurgency and the insurgents,
It does not gim at presenting a solution - for such

a solution would be elther exceeding;y vague or
unacceptable to all concerned., Although many such
studlies have their own unigueness, they often formed a
part of historical and soclologicel enquiries(but they
esehew generalisation). There are still common pattern
to be discovered and analysed, It is to the search

for these patterns from the geographical perspective



that this study is devoted. Hence tl® comparative
approach (politico-~-geographical) which has been
used by the author in this study(&is aware of 1its
limitations).

The snalysis of the insurgent activity isc not
very complicated nor i it . full of mysf%&. For they
have been more or less the same with slight variation
ﬂ%jall over the world, The Naga intransigence(from early
times) have been one of preserving their identity
and territorial independence, while harassing any powver
that had intention of forecing a political dominance.
Their tactics vere based on common sense and immagi-
nation, varying from tribe to another and from loca-
tion to another,to take advantage of those reforms
that were beneficial to them particularly, while oppo-
sing those which did not meet their approval, These are
primarly effected by the geographicsal conditions as
vell as the socisl and political process and matries.
These were in the background of new techniques and
innovations taking peace from time to time in the
broader regional, national and international environ-
ments. These developments alongwith geographical

influences are examined in detall in the present study.



It is in the analysis from the environmental point
of view to the Naga insurgency that most of the

difriculty were encountered.,

The present study in which modest attempt
has been made to integrate the physical, social ana
economic variasbles will lead to a clear picture of

‘the present problem of insurgency in Nagaland,

An attempt has a;so been made to find out
hov much importance should be attfibuted to the
environmental~backgrounq and political orientation of
the insurgent movement (this is in the general frame-
vork of the situation prevailing in the North-East
India). Or to put it differently, to identify the
basic nationalistic‘impuléés underlying the tribal
(Naga) responses. Furthef/the present study also
seeks a possible explanation of the decision-making

process/ apparatus that ultimate shaped the spatio-

temporal pattern of the movement.

Literature Survey:

The study of insurgency is as o0ld as geographer‘s
interest in the man-environmental relationships. Origi-

nating from the humble beginnings of the earliest man,



it has been cross-bred again and again with different
1deologies and strengthened with technological inno-
vations through the ages. The development of man's

mind and his innovations of tools and traps were the
precursors of his offensive and defensive measure
against natural and man made hazards or opposition, By
gradually exploiting mobility, surprise and decsption,
he further developed the technigue of chase and hunting
to offset superiority of a stronger adversary. Such
tactics were known to have been adopted on a broad-
scale as early as 360 B.C. against Emperor Bunang

in China. Isolated guerilla operation motivated by
fanatic zeal vere launched during the cruseades ang

the HBundred year war. Though in India, in their fight
agalnst Mughal Emperors, Hajputs and later sikhs
employed the tactics of guerilla wvarfare. The real
credit for successfully mobliging large”masses for the
first time for guerilla warfare must go to the Marathas.

From the contemporary concepts Shivaji cen be rightly

)
. 2
acclaimed as the world's first modern insurgent., Gueri-
lla operations of some significance also came to be

witnessed during the American ¥ar of Independence and

2. V.K. #nand (1981) Conflict in Nagaland,(New Delhi)
po 30



the civil war in America, In Spain similar opera-
tions vere conducted against the Napoleonég armies
and later during the civil war., The German, Itallan,
and the Japanese forces followed by the British,
French, Dutch and Portugese also faced guerilia
opposition in their conquered territories, The Red
Indians, Negroes, Aborigins and a variety of Asfan
tribesman still resort to guerille varfare to a
great advantage (see also appendix -M).MAM‘”’&

Realising the use and importance of geographi-
¢€al factors in the insurgency, McColl noted that virtually
every aspect of the insurgency processes has undergone
intense stud3¢ There remsins one element however, that
has not received adequate attention, This is the
geographic aspect in the evolution as well es definition
of revolutionary movements, He tried to co-relate the
geographical factors responsible for the insurgency in
the different parts of the world i.e. Cuba(1958) China,
(1927-34) Central Luzon(1946-50) Greece (1948) Java
(1948) South Vietnam (1960). He found that for contem-

porary national revolutions, the capture and control

3. MeColl,n.1,p.61k,



it

of territory has virtuelly become a territorial
imperative., Control of a geographic part of the
state 1s essential for initlating the guerilla
movement. Each stage of a guerilla wvar has 1ts
basis in geographic as well as political circum-
stances, If a system of guerilla base areas evol-
ves, than a parallel state (Insurgent state) 1is
formed., It is t he continuance effort to create

an insurgent state, complete with the elements

of power, core areas and administrative units that
from the manifestation of the insurgent's territo-

rial imperative.

The Naga-landscape at the very outset (as
vell as seen in the subsequent analysis) reveals
following inherent or explicit features, which to a
greater extent, have influenced the course of events

that had teken place. These are:-

i) The accessibllity for Nagaland (as the
insurgents believes) lles not via Burma but ‘through

Brahamputra Vealley.

i1i) Despite the long period of co-existance

a basic minimum intercourse between the plain and



hill pesople had t aken place that has along with (i)
have encouraged few to advance the necessity for
safeguarding their identity and strengthening the

concept of racialism.

111) The nature of the geographical dispersion
of the tribal communities in the strategically
sensitive frontier suggests extra mural relationship

and influences,

iv) The 4difference that existed within the
Naga tribes to merge with India or to separate did
not require a political action that changed it
self to active armed opposition, The continuance of
this opposition ledL}ntensiricaticn of conflict
situation that brought ideological, political aid
economic goals vithin the overall environmental

frame work that vere incompatible,

v) The prevalence of tension in limited
geographical area-Nagaland - in which the tendency
of confrontation resulted in continuous action and
counter action directed towards co-operation and
developments, as against isoclaticn and econonmic

backwardness.



i3

vi) The Naga insurgency is primarily ideological
and political with economic factors tended to look
closely inter-related. lLeaving aside all other factors,
ideoclogical factor became paramount (Racism and
extreme tribal nationalism). This was transformed as
major politicofsockﬂ_force directed towards definite
goal,

In order to bring out the salient features

of the problem, following postulations are made:-

1) That geographical position and historical
development, are to & large extent, determining
factors that has, regardless of the kaleidoscopic
changes of contemporary events and despite the form
of Government instituted or political party in power,
the gituation (or the problem of insurgency) in
Nggaland has a tendancy to return again and again to
the general and fundamental alignment-i.e, status
quo.

i11) That there may be exist a causal relation-
ship which may asserts itself between some environ-
mental factors or sets of factors on the one hand and
some attitude, action or state of affairs on the
other ( particularly their interpretation and appli-

cation ) .
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111) That the incidence of insurgency sofar
has made it imperative to identify the distinction
between the political attitudes and policy decisions
on the one hand and on the other by layocut in space

or other state of affalrs operationsal.

These assumptions, then enable,the author to
seek probable interpretations of solution to the
following questions that are inherent in the analysis

of such themes.

(1) Bow far the environmental factors have
become related to the perception and decisions, For
this essentially entails the policy of integration
. being apperceived and taken into account by those
wvho participate in the process (the Central Govern-

ment, the State Government and the insurgent leaders)

(2) How far the postulations that have been,
made, can provide fruitful linkages between the various
approaches to the study.

{3) Bow far the factors have been significantly
related to thé final solution (as it is today in
Nagaland) even though the role of such factors are
not apperceived and tsken into ascount 4in the final

solution ?
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(4) How far the opportunities Timita-
tions latent or implicit in the mileu of the state
(in relation to the problem) can be calculated 7

(%) Bow far the environmental situations
and topical explanatory premises can be useful for

the analysis of the problem under consideration,

Bata Base:

The present study is based on the fleld
survey (which the agthor vas eble to make,h» was
able to collect some aspects of material pertain-
ing to his study. It was however, limfted) and
gecondary data in some cases. The first few chapters
are primerily based on the secondary sources, In
addition to these, the author vas able to interview
fow in the study area to obtain observations and
information that helped to eclarify few points signi-
ficantly. These were regarding the attitude of the
people and insurgents towards state and central
Government, their socio-economic background and
standard of living who joined the movement, The village
headman and other elder persons were able to provi de some

information about the problem.
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Blen _of Work and Methodology:

The study is divided inte 8 chapters(inclu-
ding introduction and conclusion), The study is
planned and designed within an environmental cum
soclo-econonmic framework, begins with an assessment

of the physiographic background of the region.

In chapter I an analysis has been made on
the geographical background as well as the analysis
6f related but complex problems, The insurgent
operaticns is an implicit phenomenon within the
geographical framework of Nagaland. Various geogra-
phical indicies have been prepared for a better
understanding of the area in terms of environmental
conditions. In this chapter discussion has been made
to emphasize the different aspects which have a direct
bearing on the insurgency. The basic loglic of this
chapter 1is alsolto find out hov fsr the environmental
factors are responsible for high intensity of insur-

gency in one reglon and lovw intensity in enother reglon,

In chepter I1 an attempt has been made on
factors which form the background of the problem. It
also analysis the impact of earlier political organigation
on the Nagas. This chapter concluds with the discussion,
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the impact of colonial ruler and their role in the
development of insurgency in the Nagalend.

In chapter III an snalysis has been made to
find out the economy and level of development of
Nagaland, In the first part of this chapter a detail-
ed investigation is made to find out the economy by
taking into consideration some varigbles such as
Agriculture, Industries, road and communication
development. Secondly the existing pattern of level
of development have been examined to identify the
area which is much developed, and its impact on the
insurgeney. In this study Kendaiéteébnlque has been
adopted, In this exercise the approach has been made
the éllmination of bias of the scale of 13 selected
indicators and slso of their 4 sets separately by
dividing them by their respective means and therefore,
meking them scale free, The value of each division of
variable by respective means are added horizontally
to form the composite score for each set. These index
values for each cobservation are subseguently grouped
on the basis of range differences to put each observs-
tion 1.e. circles into a certain rank wvhich represents

its level of development.
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Chapter IV deals with soclo-political set
up of Naga tribes., The present situation of politiesal
avareness among the Nagas and their traditlions bound
laws and customs are analysed in this chapter. The
avareness of being one people which was understandably
absent among the Nages till very reeently. The impact
of their customs and traditions on the present problem

also dlscussed in this chapter,

In the V chapter which deals with the Naga
insurgency entirely based on field survey. This chapter
embodies the existing pattern of laga insurgency, the
area of high intensity and lov intensity. The dewe lopment
process and manifestation of the problem is also dis-
cussed in detall., The pre-reguisites to start an insur-
gency and the impact of geographical, economical, soclo-
political conditions to help in sustaining the igsurgency
for such a long time is also discussed in this chapter.

In the last chapter (VI) an attempt has been
made to highlight the level of understanding of the
problem at regional, national and international levels,
The central Government approsach to solve the problem
and the attitude of the Naga insurgents also discussed
in detail,
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The state of Nagaland sprawls over 16,488
sq.km . It 18 situated between 25.6o to 27.k° North
latitude and between 93.20° to 95.13° East longti-
tude. It accounts for 0.52 percent of the totzl
area of the country., Nagaland has a unique geographli-
cal personality. It is surrounded by Assam on the vest,
Arunachal Pradesh on the north, Manipur on the south

and Burna on the gast,

It has masgnificant mountains gystem that
extends from the Chittagong hiil tracts to the Patkal
mountains as & point, vhere range is joined by north-
esstern off-shoot of the Himaleya, it adjoins a part
of the Chin Hills and Arakan Yuma system. Hagaland
compriscs of three mountains chins, which run irregu-
larly parallel to one another from north to south,
The Barail, the Naga range and the Patkal, rising from
2000 ft. to 13000 ft. Mount Saramati is the loftiest
peek of the state (12,663 ft.) in Tuensang area of
the Patkal range overlooking Burma, The Barall range
enters the state at the vouth-wvost corner and trans-

verses in a northly direction, It broadens rather
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steeply out into Nageland and western Burma (from the
north-west of Manipur via. north Cachar), culminating
in the pesk of Japvo (9890 ft.).

The other important peaks are Padna (9156 ft.)
end Kypeneza (7970 ft.). These are beautiful glacial
gorges with steep wooded sides, running upto the crest
of Barail, which consist for tie greater part a wall
of grey rock, From this elevated maszs transverse spurs
connect other parellel ranges. At some places the
distance between the ranges are wide enough to enclose
fertile cultivable ravines and valleys, The Naga range
forming bewildering series of more or lestc parellel
ranges in Manipur merges in the south-west with the
Mizo Hills and Bylhet, Horth of Kohima the main range
gradually loses€::>height. In northern part of Mokok-
chung district the Japukong range attains an average
of only 750 at in fact,

The relief of the state can be divided into
five micro region?z (see Map No.3 ).

(1) The area with the height of belov 400 mt ,

1. The clessification of the state has been done accor-
ding to the height of the area because:

(1) It will be easy to understand the area of isola-
tion, relative 1solatlion and area of attraction
within the state,

(ii) Terrain is an important determinent in the soclo-
economic development and that of insurgency in
the study area.
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{(11) Area botween the height of 400 to 800 mts,
(411) Area between the height of 800 to 1200 mts.
(iv) Area between the height of 1200 to 1600 mts,
(v ) The area with ths height of more than 1600 mts,

The western portion of the state comes in the
first two category of the micro-regions, It covers
the southern mostgraluk H.Q. of Tenning, Juluke, Dima-
pur, lotsu, Bhandari, Longcham, Naginemare and Tisit,
The area between 900 to 1500 mts covers ‘the cgentral
part of Nagaland . In other words,we can say it as
a central upland zone, with the exception of some higher
peak like Japvo in the Kohima district. The south-
eastesn part of the state is highly rugged with deep
gorges end steep mcuntaln slopes, The highest peak
of the gtate (Sarsmati) comes in this area, The topo-
graphy of the area i3 very rugped and inaccessible,
It has become more difficult due to small streams

and rivers,

Drainage:

There are four major river systems in the

. 2
Negalend, nemely, Doyang, Dikhu, Dhansiri and Tizu,

2. Directorate of Agriculture,(1975) Scil Suyrvey Reports
Nagalond,(Kohima) p.1.



Of these, the Dhansirl, Doyang and Dikbu river
systems run towerds west apnd flow into the Brah- -
maputra. The Tigu river systems on the other hand,
flows towards east and south east and enters the

Irrawvaddy river in Burma,

Doyang,the dongest river in the étate
originates from Japu hills i.e. south-east of
Kohima near the southern boundery snd flows northward-
ly. It runs through the Angami 4inhabited area gnd
flows t o the eastern edge of the Rengma's occupled
area. from thers, moving northward it enters the
Lotha inhsbited area in the kokha district. It drains
a great part of Wokha arca and finally after flowing
towards the south of the district debouches the hills
for the S}bsagar plains, This river 1s Jjoined by
many smaell hill streams in its central and western
parts.

Chubi which flovs southward from Hokokchung
district and joins Doyang is 2 supplementary systen
of the Doyang river. znother supplementary river
system of Doyang river 1s Nzhu, It rises from the

Nerhema ares in the Kohima district and sfter flowing
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through Miphong in the Rengma area, it Joins the
Doyang river in Wokha district,

Dikhu is enother important river that starts
from the coentral part of the state, It runs towards
the north along the border of the two adjoining
districts, namely Mokokchung and Tuensang districts,
The tribal territories of Ao, (Hokokchung district)
Phom and Konyesk (Tuensang district) are drained by
this river. Tovards the north {t is joine& by Yangyu
river vhich 1s an important river in the territories

of Phoms and Konyaks.

Dhansir{ rises in the gouth west 6f the
state, It first flows westwardly and then takes a
northwardly course (forming a natural boundary with
Horth Cachar Bills). Having debouched North Cachar,
it bends eastvard and flows past the Rangapahar-
Dimaéur plains in Kohima district. Again leaving the
district 1t flows northward untill it falls into the
Brahmaputra.

Tizu river originates from Tuensang district
and flovs southward through Zunheboto district which
i3 inhabited by the Semas, It further goes southward
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through the Changkaseng area and finally pours

into Chindvin river in Burnma,

An important tributary of Tizu river which
rises from the extreme eastern part, in the Tuensang
district is Zunki, It flows southward ar}d mostly
draining the Khumungan's territory joins Tizu river
in the south. Apart from these rivers there are a
large number of reinfed rivulets, the beds of which
remain dry during dry season, The overall drainage

pattern {in the Nageland is dendritic,

The role of physiographic characteristics
and the river basins in shaping the human landscape
cannot be ruled out, It 18 usuzlly these rivers which
form the natural territorial dbouhdary of different
tribes, It also enable: ug to understend that the
spatial distribution of different Raga groups and
clans are to some extent influenced by these natural
micro reglions. ¥We find that the area belov &0 mts.
are occupied by the Zellnang, Kuei vestern Sema,
wvestern Lotha angd Ao's, The boundary betvwuven the Rengma
and the western Sema 18 by the Rengma river, The
natural boundary between the Lotha and Rengma is by
the Aujong river, Botween lLotha and Ao is the small



river Disail., The natural boundary between the Ao's
and the tribes of Mon district is by the Yangmun

river (see Map Ko, ).

The central portion of Nagaland, which fall
in the category ofi800-1200 mts. occupied by the Angami,
Rengna, fema, Lotha, Lover Xonyak and Sangteam groups.
These tribes are algso separated from each other by
the mountains and rivers, The Angamis are separated
from Zeliangs and Kuki by the tridbutaries of Dhansiri
river and also by Rengma river which scparated them
from Hengma also. Chakasang and /Angami are separated
from each other by Doyang river and {ts tributaries.
Sema tribe is confined between the two main rivers
of state, which separates Sema in the western from
Rengma by Doyang river and in the east from Yimchunger
by Tizu, Upper Konyak and lover Konyak aerc separates
from each other by the Tukok, tributary of Doyang
river,

The south-eastern part of Nagaland which is
more rugged is occupled by Chakesang, Pochuri, Yimchunger,
Chang .dnd upper Xonyek. The physical feature of this
area had in turn also divided the same tribe/clan from
each other, Upper Xonyak and Chang are separated from
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each other by the river Yengmun., Khemeunger, south
Gangten and Pochury are separated from each other

by the river Zungui and Thervirate,

It can be inferred that the natural micro-
regions had divided the Naga groups into different
Olang. This had induced the tribes to developed
their own langusge and habits, This divisions digd
not isolate- them from extre-mural influence, but
also kept allive the difference betwsen each group.
wWith the help of distribution of liaga tribal(groups),
one can identify the areas of {solstion and area of
attraction within the state, The tribes which are
close to the plains have developed different technique
in agriculture such as the case of Angami who had
developed vet cultivation, vhereas in other parts of
the state, Jhuming practice is more prominant, The
tribes of Mokokchung and Kohime districts are much
more dewloped in comparlison to the tribes of Tuensang,

Mon and Phek districts, in respect of literaey etc.

3. (1) Upon this analogy, it can be argued that at
the time of peoopling of Nagaland by the tribes,
the altitudé as factor in settlements was signi-
ficance.

(11)It cen also be put forth that natural features
became important boundary marks dividing the
tribes/clane from sach other,
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The central upland gone is an area of relative
isolation. The district of Zunebeboto and part of
Phek and Tuensang districts have better accessi-
b11ity in comparison to the Mon district and eastern

most stretch of Phek and Tuensang districts,

Due to rugged terrain and. difficult accessi-
bility, the movement of the people (Tribe) vas re-
stricted to their village, The fear of head hunting
was also the one factor which kept them isolated from
each other, Although their traditiona]l faith in their:
clans and chief kept them aloof from the plain people.
Thus in short it could be mentioned that the river
basins andtpnysical environments have performed tné
role of natural ecosystem where the separate tribal
groups initially settled ‘and acguired definite and
distinct characteristics for example the changing
trend of Kaga tribes from head hunter to a guerilla.
Further they also have Influenccd the orientation
of lines of communication, and the extent of culti-
.vation,
glimata:

The eclimate of Nagaland varies spatially. In
the foothills ft is warm subtropical whereas over
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the hills it is cool and temperate, The rapid
changes in topography result in climatic changes
wvitbin short distance. The foothills, plains,
shattered valleys and the ranges are marked with
climatic contraste. In Nagaland the winter are

cold énd the summer are warm. The beginning of
vinter is marked by a steep fall (almost 5° ¢)

in temperature during the first month i.e. December,
January is the coldest month of the season, when
frost occurs. In the winter the winds are generally
light and varlable., Occurance of dense fog during
morning hours becomes a characteristic feature of
river valley. 4Another interesting aspect of the
hills and valleys 1s characteristic of inversion of
temperature, which keeps the valley:c bottoms cold
at night,

The spring seascvn is warm and humid, but
the breeze though invigorating is interrupted at
times by the gales. The north wvestern(outlying)
foothills areas are hot snd damp as the adjacent
plains, Rainfall 1= occassional and Deccember is the
driest month of the year. Due to the interaction of

north-vesterly, southerly and north-easterly alrmasses,
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instability develops, Due to this severe thunder-
storms oceur extensively, some times preceded by
dust ralsing squall, ¥With the advance of the season
the amount and frequency of rain increase, The rain-
fall is generally associated vith thunderstorms and
squalls in the afternoon or evening. The monsoon
period lasting for about five months from May to
September 1s the dominant season of Hagaland., Rain-
fall is generally heavy in the vhole state '(see table
Ko.2.1) and cdémmunication between different areas
becomes difficult.

During the hottest part of the year (July or
Aug) the tempserature on the average of 40 or k?.o C.
In summer and autum sky is frequently clouded,
Owing to the thick mkst, which when rising up in
"dense columng from the glens and precipitous slopes,

soon envelop the landscape.

It has its blessing indisguise as it gives
support to orchids and mushtroom, which bloom
uninterruptedly in the moist soil. But the vege-
tation which cloth ths orest of hills and mountains
is varied and profuse. The foothills afford a
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corridor to Assam(MHeing contijuous to the plainty .ng Has
share a tropnlcal weather,

Tovards the end of September the south wegtern
vinds become feeble and following two months experience
their retreat, The rain greadually stops,temperature
moves downwirds and the sky becomes clesr. The season
i3 a most pleasant part of the year, The smount of
the total rainfall in the state varies from 200 cus.
to 250 ems. During the monsoon bumii and sultry veather

is obtainable in the lower tracts.

Yegetation:

The entire state 15 bestowed with lush green
vegetation and wild animals, About 20 percant of
Nagalsnd's area is covered by forests., Vegetation in
state varies from alpine to sub-Himalayan and from
tropical to sub-tropical and also to tenperate. it is
mainly classified as follows (See Map No.4 ).

(1) Sub~Trooical MHoist Decidous forests
(i1 ) Temperate Evergreen forests

(ii1) Bub-Troplical Evergreen forests
(iv) Coniferous (Pine)
\

{v) Bamboos
, (v1) Degrated regrowth(Jhum)

{vil) Reserved forests



The plein belt on the north-west abounde in the
vet evergreen vegetation. This zone constitutes a
tropical broad leaf vegetation, some trees reaching

the top canopy in gigantic height.

Subtropical wet hill vegetation thrives &
altitude ronging from 1000 to 4000 ft. Rengma foothills
adjoining ibsagar plains abound{in deciduous riverian
canes aad some time fmpenetrable bamboo groves, Pine
trees are found over an altitude varying from 3000 to
4000 ft. f‘ confined only to Oakx end Rhododendron
are also associated with it, Vet temperata}forest is
vide spread -at.. 5000 ft. altitude, Ths vegetatlion

is assigned mostly to moist and swampy places,

lover Hills near Kohims and along the National-
Highwvay (Dimapur-Imphal) have bé%n cleared off the
vegetation, because of large scale deforestation in
connection with cultivation, 4 greater part of the
8lopes have been reduced to permanent wet rice terraced
fields, In Chakhesang and Zelongroung aresa, vast
forests tracts are still seen clothed wvith a profuse
vegetation.

The profuse vegetation, temperature, physio-

graphy, in assocclation with geology and rainfall are



still major handicap for bettor means of comauni-
cation. Thus restricting accessibility to Nagaland
and this lends direct help to the insurgency. BSeing
mountalinous in the northern, eastern and southern
side, it could be approached only through the plains
of Assam, lying in the north vest or south.vest,
This indicates the significance of accessibility for
it serves entire Nagaland. Land slides, treefall

and gushing water snapping. of telephone wires and
the atmosphere tur‘bulance, storms and high mountains
ma,l.@a communication unreliable, Covered jingles and
monsoon drenched mountains posg: serious problen
for the authoritiss to tackle the insurgents. Beside
making movement difficult time consuming and tiring
the uneven ending forests restrict the visibility
savegely meking it as short as five meters even in

the broad daylight.

¥ag: insurgents had the choice of ground for
thelr operation, They found in an area that 18 more
rural than urban, mountains rather than plain, thickly
forested rather than bare land, with bad road and
communication. There ere very expliclt geographic

criteria that have evolved from past insurgents movement
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experiences, These locational features pave been
most explicitly stated in the Chinese, Vietnaméée and
Cuban revolutions, They hawve been and are being appli-
ed in numerous other movements in modiflied foram (to
suit the need of the area). The gspscific technigues
or tactics of guerilla warfare releted always to
the specific local situation andwere suoremely expedi-
ent, The guorilla is above all an improviser, The
nature of provisation depends naturally, on immedlate
and long range objectives, the terraln, the relative
gstrength of his forces and those of tke enemy, The
material mezns at his disposal and similar factors.
These very same factors influence his procuring
equipment and provisions. Infact {t acts both ways
t.e, 1t sunports him, andégz nis own chief obstacle .
The physicel conditions in lagaland afford
both natural concerslment and obstacles to hinder the
movement of military transport - mountains and swamps
vhere tanks =nd trucks cannot go. ¥Yood and thick bfush
that provide cover from aerial observation and attack,
forests from which to strike gulckly and safely at
security forces. Highway communication in vhich to

k)
ambush small aray units, vhile the railwaylextends



upto Dimapur which is in the plains, The insurgents
have sufficient mobility to manoeuvre freely along
the international boundry, without the denger being
caught in & closing spiral of encirclement, It thus
became difficult for the security forces to flushout
the insurgents, This way they increased their area of
. operation., To counter this the government will have

to extsnd its security forces and disperse its lines

of supply and communication,

Terrain and local conditions ultimately de-~
cide the size end organization of the guerilla band.
The zuerilla normally do not give battle dstifls the
terraln favours them, There efforts is always to lure
the enemy in situaticy 1in which numbers are of little
sccount, because the way is too steep and the passage
to narrov for more thadf?i proceed at a time., When
fighting begli)it [ WaSrzson the ground of the rebels
own checosing, preferably from commanding helights with
dense cover and limited visibility, vhere a few deter-

mined men can hold up an army,

Besides terrain and local situations a com-
plex international boundary is an aid to any insurgent,

(which the Naga insurgents enjoyd.An International
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boundary shared by the Naga insurgents provide

them idesl heaven from the hot pursuit'as wvell

as potential source of continued supply. They

get sanctuary in the neighbouring states in Burma
i.e. Kachin, Karans egnd Shan. When such boundary
sanctuary are suddenly denied to an insurgent
movement ,as happered in Greece in 1949, when Titc
broke with talin and closed the Greek-Yugoslav
border to the greck ccmmunist, tne movement rapidly
disintegrated or wes eliminated by government troops,
The Haga insurgents also suffered in 1971 with the
emergence of Bangladesh, when they stopped getting
their supply from Pakisten, particularly Chittagong
hill tracts now in Bangladesh,

In counter insurgency, land forms generally
aet—to influencesmovement, observation and the effi.
cient use of the equipment. Because the tgetiz of
a large scale campalgn reflects the nature of ths
landscape over which {t take place, The high relief
in Nagaland restricts observation, The avalleble

cover and concealment from surfece observation depends

4, Rober, Taber(1969) The War of the Flas( PALADIN)
p.1l’9'
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directly upon the amount of irregularity of the
landscape, This problem was oftenly faced by the

Indian security forces in Nagsland,

Thus the ahove analysis clearly demonst-

rates the following:

(1) Distribution of Geographical character-~
istics had encouraged the rapid development of various
phases of {nsurgency in a short period. This coupled
with 1nacceésibllity enabled the insurgents to affect-
ively coordinate their activities in such & way that
secarily forces could adopt only a dofensivwe posture.
As a result of this, insurgency in the early phases
had larger participation and sympathisers,

(11) Corallry of above, demonstrates that with
the adoption to the mountainous environment, sophis-
ticated equipments, better accessiblility and introduct-
fon of counter insurgency operapions strengthened the
hands of security forces. As a result, security forces
switched from defensive to offensive operations, This
coupled vwith assured supply and better communication,
completaly changed the situation in Naggaland, In addi-
tion, strict vigalence of the international frontier,



political stability in the stote and implementation
of development (socio-econonic) plans faurther con-
solidated the position of Central Government, This
is evident from the present day position of the in-
surgents who are not only restricted to definite
pockets but are also ideoclogically divided within

themselves.

In short, it can be summed up that Geography
continues to be the focal point on which the human
activities revolved, The relationship then can be

summarised as:

Geographical
factors
Naga Central
Insurgency Government
Political
and

Economic factors

38
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SOME ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND
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COME BOSENTIAL BACKG {

8ince independence (or even prior to it)
the Naga problem (due to its strateglc locetion)
had bgcome important for the Indien Government
(more so than 38 years ago when a tide of world var
floved and receded over the same mountains). In the
early phase of the movement it was objectives and
territory that mattered as well as the human coapo-
nents that wvas involved. Whether the villagers or
the soldiers , Indian, British and Japanese wvho fought
and died in the Naga Bills for Xohima ridge,(the
eastern gateway to India), w%are mere pawns in a vast
drama of \yorld power, But even then glaring tributes
vere pald to the Haga pesple both by general Slim,
commending the allied 14th Army, and by some Indian
National Army officer operating in the seme hill;.
Prominent smong the virtues extolled were courage and
loyality in adversity to whom so ever they pledged
their word., Afterwards, the frontier dbeceme as forgott-

en as of old until the Second World War broke out,.

1-%1‘:-% S11m(1965) Dafeat into Victory, London.
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In faet, it can he argued that smong other
factors World ¥War II ushered sn era of rapid politi-
cisation (of the frontier inhabitants) which affected
the Nages more than the Indian subcontinent. It can
be said that the Nagas to an extent wére salso ine
fluenced by the Indlan freedom movement, Indecd the
pericd between 1942 and 1945 would be a great watere
shod in the history of south and south-east Asia as
vell as the ethnic bslts thzat stretched across inter-
national frontier, The entire region with Banghkok
- standing at the geopelitical centre was caught in
an ethnic revival and nationalism. Conseguently, as
in Malayasia, a grim conflict commenced. This was
a frontless, faceless war betwsen armed communist

bands of Chinpeng and British securlty foroces.

Intrestingly, Naga underground movement was
having some impact of these movements, (and also as
author belleves) of the tribal invaaiop (backed by
Pakisten) in Jammu and Kashmir and the communist
upsising in Srikekulam district of Andhra Pradesh,
Nage insurgency then, was first of the 1érge 3c8te
movement (after independence) which attempled to

force a political decision through armed struggle
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againat the established Central government, It was
further enhanced by the feeling of a distinct iden-
tity, enabled the Naga tribal groups to launch (or
prompt) a defensive guerilla wvarfare. This move was
further galvanised by the spread of Christianity to
a large extent, Eowever, the geographical inertia
vas largely responsible for such a situation to de-
velop.

They had developed (Naga) a myophic vision
due to their isolation alded to some extent by British
support snd sympathy. The propogators of Naga movement
started fo view the geopolitical forces, strategic
considerations and modern tools of warfare with a
distorted perspective. All along/there has been an
inherent fierce pride of race smong the Nagas to
protect their own land, their forests and their way
of life from external influences. This was also one
of the fuctors which led to the later demend for
political indspendence. No useful purpose was  however,
served in making the past influence of British
officers or foreign missionaries a scapegoat for the
insurgent movement or for an urge which was funda-

mentally much deeper. It 1s indeed noteworthy that at
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the time of transfer of pover, there wvas no
significant move among the Nagas to agsert their
claim through amed straggle. There were rumour
prevalent at that time in the north;eastern part

of Indig regarding the creation of a British crown
colony for the eastern billg. Yet, one cannot ignore
the activities of Phizo both in Durma as well as in
Nagalend.

What, then, was the history of the present
deterioration in the situation ? The early intention
of British administrators ( from the middle of the
last century) was not only to prevent tribal raids
against the developing commercial economy, (especi-
ally the tea industry of Assem Valley) but also to
avold as far as poszible the British involvement in
tribal affairs., However, this policy did not work,
as in the settlement of tribal and intervillage
disputes, protection had often to be extended to
~those threetened by head hunting ralds. So the
administration was extended progressively over the

vhole area which was known as Naga Hills district

2. Verrier Llwin (1961), lagaland, Shillong,p.51.
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of Assam, It contained almost half of the total
¥Neaga population ang territory. British administra-
tion wes further consolidated after a last de-
sperate atteapt by the Nagas to fight for their
independence in 1879, The area settled down in the
early decade of this century. The Kohima end
Mokokehung sreas became centres of education from

vhich {deas spread to the adjacent Nagas,

Tuensang area, which lay deeper in the
hills remained unadministered and undisturbed except
for the despatch of occasional punitive expedition
in cases where head hunting ralds assumed alarming
proporticns, Zvenhere, however, administrative
control or influence was gradually extended., By
15th August, 1947, a part of this area came under
regular administrative control of the liaga hill
district, while the rest (although not regular admini-
strative control) was subjected to partial influence
ana control (somewhat similar to the North-west
Frontier of British India)., Infact, during the Horld
War Il a wireless detachment in ald of the Allifed

forces was actually set up in the remote village of
Pangsa on the Indo-Burma border. Thers is a theory



(though un-founded in the eyes of those who have
lived through the past in the area) that the present
lawlessness is the result of some attempt to resist
administraticn and invasion of previously unadmini-
strated territory. On the contrary, the entire
impetus and leadership of the extremlsts comes frem
the long administered Waga Hill district of Asssm or
from persons who have long been under close admini-

strative control and influence.

In the early stages after independence, when
forner administration was belng extended a political
deadllock developed in the Naoge Hills of Assam. The
people started thinking that thelr land was to be
occupied by the others. This pronounced feeling for
their lands highlighted their common sentiments, Cn
the other hand, the Nagas are very much loyal to
their clans (without which no family can survive in
the Ngpgaland). Even the people who were not iln favour
of the movement kept quite and worked for the common
cauge inadvertendly. They had the feeling that they
vere not Indlians in any sense of the word, neither |
in orlgin nor in habits or in outlook; and 1t is only
a historical aceident that they have been tagged on to
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an Indian provincg. That "historical accident", which
the Nagas are determined to undo began in 1820's vhen
the British added Assam to their empire, The Ahoms,
previous rulers of the Assam had long known the Nagzas
ac turbulent and dangerous nelghbours whose ralds on
the plains had to be contained by forts and ramparts.
The policy of the Ahom rulers towards these tribes
vaeried from time to time according to the gituation,
The Ahoms compelled these Naga tribes to pay tribute
in the form of mithuns md other commodities as token
of thcir allegiance to the Ahon Kinz. They also re-
crulted Naza youths in their Army and administration,
Thus it is evident that some sort of understanding
existed between Lhe Assamese rulers and Hagas concem-

ing matters of mutual interests,

By the end of the seventesenth century the
Ahom's of Assam bad established their authority over
some of the liagas i,e. the i{onyak, Lotha and Aoj; who
were living on the borders of Ahom kingdom (upto river
Kapll), Once again they started raids on the plains

3. S. Bagkataki(1968), Iribes_of Assam, Shillong,
9301' .

4, Elvin, .2, p.18.
5. 1bid, p.1 and p.18,
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of Assam, in the nineteenth century, when Ahom rulers
succumbed to the internal divisive forces as well to

the Burmese and the British (ultimately).invasions.

Initially it wvas not a part of the Bfitish
policy to absordb the Haga hill tracta. The intention
to leave them beyond the pace of civilization was
confirmed by the first British penetration into the
Nage country in 1832, when the British officers were
harrassed by sustained, strong and effective attacks.
The Nagas are a fighting people, Their villages,
located on hill tops and crest. line, were easily
defensible and presented problems to the British,

The Naga warrior, whose intuitive sense for guerilla

in the nineteenth century, have proved to be a thorn

in the flesh of Indian security forces in the present
century, But to leave the Nagas alone was not a
sufficient answer for the imperial power, Because

the Nagas soon showed that they were not prepared to
leave the British alone. Naga raids, especially those

of the Angami tribe were so constant, that bstween

1835 and 1851 no 1lsess than ten punitive expeditions were
sent intoc the Naga areag. The raids continued with

6. A. Mackengzie, (1884%) .
Goyernment I ¥ s hilil tz f of Bengal.

Cal a; ppo 11 "2
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plllaging and the taking of heads. The result was
inevitable extension( of British Administration into
the Naga areas, A post was estzblished at Kohima in
1866 as a first step towards taking over of the
Angamil country, The British continued the expansion
of territory insplte of great resistance from the
Nagas (especially the Angamis). A8 a result British
administraters realised, "once the central Angami
area was pacified expansion was bound to rollow";‘.
The Angamis were considered as administered tribes
paying taxes and supp}gfing labour when required,

It vas only a matter of time before Semas could be
administered, So it vent on as a matter of administra-
tive expediancy only. Sir Charles Pawsay stated

that "there was no guestion of imperialism, The
British however stopped well short of extending their
administraticn throughout the Haga area, which is
normally administered and the administration vas
often limited to an annual f.om'.§ Although it was

a matter of cost benefit and of convinience, yet

there is no doubt that the British considered the

7. R.C.Woodthrope (1882) ,MW
™

:
ggo%ﬁg% of ;ggﬁ, goumai ogf %oy! an A!!ntpigirio'!po]:o %cal
nstitute, Vol.1I.Calcutta. pp.56-72 and pp,196-212,

8. Quoted in,M.Horm ,(197%) Nags Polity, Delhi,p.17.
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entire Nage area a launching pad for extension of
administration in that entire regicn (1f they so0
wished).

After an initisl reaction of entipathy, the
British soon established a secure and even friendly
rapoort with the Nagas, The British officers vho came
into contact with them responded warmly to the gualli-
ties they found in the Heges., Their courage and cheor-
fulness, their magnificent physigue, truthfulness soon
endeared them to the British, In a community vwith
such characteristics they saw a coston bond against
the pleinsmen, for whoa both the hillmen and the
administration of the hill i1eglon bore a dislike,
Adapting their own adainistrative practises to the
sensibilitles of the administered, the Britlsh nade
it an unwritten rule that no plalns officer would
be posted in this area, By regulation they made sure
that traders and speculstors from the plains would
not be allovwed to infiltrate:  and explolt the Nagas.
British officers laboured for a century to ensure
that Nagss should retain their racial characteristics

and should not bs reduced to the gtatus of tribals

9. E{,g'“"‘“‘ (1926),A Bistory of Agssm. Calcutta pp.366-
368,
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a8 in the plains who were regarded only as untouch-
ables to be exploited by wmoney lenders and the high-
er castes. They recognized a cultural gulf with s
great apathy and potentlial for destruction of hill
cultures, They saw to it that this gap was not bridg-
ed at the cost of the hillmen, But as more presence

as rulers they did create a situation in which the
attention of Nagas and other hill pecople from the
plainsmen (especially Hindus) found s political expre-
esion vhereas it was largely the presence of the
British that bhad given (to most of the separate national
identities of the subcontinent) a sense of common
identity., It vas on the prispect of the departure of
the Britiss that created thce scparatiest tendencles

in (or among) the Nagas. The first missionaries
(American Baptist) bhad arrived on the very heels of
the British, and tho Nagas responded to them too,

This exposure to a common cultural force mcy hve had
awakened the dormant sense of anity swong the

often warring tribes,

It found early expression in 1929 when the
Simon Commissicn on constitutional reforms wislited

Kohima, A Nega delegation (no doudt spesking with
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the approval of British administraticon) expressed
unwillingness to being made a part of Assam 4in

any nev eonstitutional arrengement the British
establlsblg. They also urged that vwhen or if the
British actually left, the Hagas would revert to

the independence they had enjoyed before the Dritish
advent, Except for a few tribes (Angamis, Ao's,
‘Konyak 's) which were under the ruler of Assem, other
tribes enjoyed village state hged. "You are ths only
people wvho conquered us, when you go we should be

ag ve wvera" - one delegats was guoted as 3@1212;. The
Naga and the other tribal areas were duly sxcluded
from Assam under the reforms in alloving a larger
degree of Indian self-rule which came into effect

in 1937. The British, sharing the Magas disinclinaticn
to see the hill people coming under the sway of those
of the plains, maintained these areas under direct
administration,

With anproach of independence in the 1940's
the question of Naga future was raised. The British

10. Elvin,n.4,p.51

11. Constituént Assembly debates, nggxm_gx_mg_ﬁm;
W Appendix 'C' Part -1,Vol.lI, No.1
mlm’ ‘9 .90.132~3-
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and especially those who had spent most of their
time among the llagas, hoped to find means to per-
petuate, the protective insulation as thsy saw it
(and the Nagas too), from the domination of the
plains, They (British) mooted various alternatives
which would have ensbled the Naegas to achieve
self-rale after their departure. One idea was that
the tribal aress of the north-east should be out
off from India and set up as a British crovn -
colonég. Mnother vas a tripartite guarantee of the
integrity and autonomy of the Haga areas by Britain,

India and Bur&g. From the Hsge side, the discussion
of their future centared sround the Naga Natlonal

Council (NHC), the organisation which expressed and
modulated the Nage sense of Nationhood., There too
various ideas were put fuma}lé. But the dominant
viev was that the separate identity of the Negas
could be preserved and protected only by political

independence i.e. political independence and soverelign

12. Elvin, n.10,p.51

13. Report of the Indian Statutary Commission,1930,
London, p.7%.

1%, The Hazs liation,19%7,Vol.1.F0.31.pp.%-10.




state instead of sutonozy within the Union of
India,

These concepts certeinly exceeded what most
of the Britich, evcn those most sympathetic to the
Najes, had beun expecting msg an ansver to the problem
the Hagas would face after thelr departure, The Briti-
sh commitment to the Hayas had been further strengthen-
ed in the leceond World War, when the Nagas held back
the Japenese thrust into Kehima and helped the British
cause in every way, But even then, the records shows
no British support for the idea of Hags sovarignizg.

From the Naga point of view however, anything
legs than soverignity vas too little, They were faced
vith the prospsct of rule by people, wvhom they cone-

gidered, wvere far more alien than the British,

If the Wagas vere increasingly engreossed in
the years preceeding independence vith the future of
minorities, no less vere the other subjects of the

w aning Laj, Indeed it could be sald that the guestion
of winority rights of provincial autonemy and central

authority were the essential counterpolnts to the

15, See 81lim, n,1,p.98.
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denand for independence. Even dbeforz the end of

Second World War the Congress leadership was selzed
vith the questigg. Seemingly ademsnt then in their resi-
stance to the Muslim league's demand for partition,

the Congress leaders were still prepared to consider

that the successors might not be permanently mololithic,

Wbile in Jail 4n 1944, Jevaharlal Nehru, in
his letter to the Congress High Command had stated,

"the right of any vell constituted area to
secede from the Indian Union has often been
put forward, andthe argument of the U,5.5.iQ,
advanced in sujnsort of it before any such
right of succession is exercised there must
be a properly constituted free India, It may
be poussible then, when external influcnces
have been removeéd ard real problems face the
country, to consider such questions objecti-
vely and in a spirit of relaiive detachment,
far removed from the emotionalism of today,
Thus, it may be desirable to flx a perlod
say, ten years after the ostablishment of the
free Indian state, at the end of which the
right to secede may be exercised though pro-
per censtitutional process and in sccordance
with the clearly expressed will of the inha-
bitants of the area concerned."17 .

Nehru's colleagues in the Congress vorking
Committee vere in the same jail. He made his opinion

knovn to them, so thus, it can be teken as a gtatement

16. See Chandrika Singh(1981) Political Fvolution of
Hagaland, Hew Delhi,

17. Sees Neville Maxwell, Indie _and the Narag, Report
No.17,1960,Hinority Community,London,
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of Congress thinking st that tlme., The gap that lay
betveen the theorising and (Congress) practise became
apparent, vhen in 1947 a Naga delegation went to Delhi
to agsert the Naga intention to opt out of the prospe-
ctive Indian Union, rather than be headed by it. This
was quite in keeping vith the aprarent political clii-

1
mate?

The delegation was led by A.Z,Phizo, already
identified ashthe leader of the Nagas in their demand
for soverelgngg. Tne% met Jinnsh snd told him that
they d4id not mean toZihcluded in India either and infact
intended to make a unilateral declaration of Indepsndence
on August th (vhich was also to be Pakistan's independence
day). On August 1k, a determined faction of the Naga
National Council extremists including the recently
broken moderate, declared the independence of Nagalend

21
under the lesdership of Phizo at Khonoma.

18. 1Ibid.
19. Ibid.

20. D.R, Mankekar, Qn_the Slionering Elopes of Nazaland,
(1967)’ Bmeﬁy. p.39o

21, V. K, 4nand, Conflicts in Nagaland (1980),p.65, Kew
Delhi,
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To further thelr ceuse the sxtremiste despa-
teched a six member delegation to New Delhi and during
the meeting with Gandhi on July 13, 1947, some philo-
sophical remarks of his were interpreted 28 an gpproval
for the independence of the Eaggi. Three week's later
the delegation met Hehru and from him heard what Gongress

policy was infact and would remain.

"We can give you complete sutonomy but not
1ndependence{§y You cen never hope to inde-
pendent. ilo state big or small in India will
be allowed to remain independent(2l)We will
use all ocur influences and power o supress
such tendencies".

For the Nagas, it can be seen in retrospect,
this was the moment of truth. What they had fearsd all
along, first expressed in 1929, wps not coming to pass,

The claims and interests of other were golng to overside.

22. Phizo reported that Gandhl sasid, "Nsgas have every
right to be independent, We don't want to live under
the domination of the British and they aere leaving .
us, I vant you to feel that India.ls yours., But 1if
you say they are not mine, the matter must stop there,
I believe in the brotherhood of man, but I do not
believe in force or forced unions. If you 4o not vish
to join tne union of Indla, nobody will force you to
do that®,

See Maxwell n.2.p.
23. Maxwell n.17. p.
a4, Ibid,
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There had been clesr understanding that their
demand: could not be satisfied in full,"The representa-
tives of the people vill ndt accept znything less than
independenggf vhich vas not fulfilled. The numbers of
the Naga National Council had to decide the further of
the Naga people in a way that suitad them begg. while
the nogition of nothing more than gutonomy stated to
the Nagas by Netru in Aurust 1947, was to remain the
consistent stand of Indian governman%? The British
appointed the Governor of Assam, Sir Akbar Hydari, to
hold talks . with the Naga leadeis. After listening to
the views of the Naga National Council Akbar Bydari held
talks vith the YMaga leaders and in June 1947 signed a
nine point agreement which ceme to be known as the

Hydari Agreemegz.

Unanimity over these articles vas almost reached
but when the question of interpretation of the ninth
ocint came up, the trouble started, Zir Akbar Hydarl and

Pandit Hehru, vwho had accepted the Agrcement, obviously

2%. Ibiad.

26, M, Alim Chiba, A Brief H al_Ac t agalan
Robima, pn.166-1 7.

27 . Assan Tribune(Gauhati) 27 June,1947,

28. Mankekar,n,20.
29. Tedt of Eine Point Hydari Agreement, Appendix II.Ibid.
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intended that st the end of ten years the Kagas would
be free to suggest, if they desired, change in the
adninistrative pattern to suit their special character
and to ensure a greater measure of asutonomy within

the Indian conztitution which was still to be framed.
The constitutlon was to formallse the Nega demands

in the Agresment and they would, therefore, themselves
decide whether they would join the plain district

of Assem or other adjoining arewss such as Manipuar

or have a separate state within the Indian union.

Lome of the Nages (extremists) leaed by A.2.Phizo,
however, interpreted the ninth article in their own
ély. Acecording to them, this article mecant that they
would have the liberty to demand complete separation
from India after the expiry of ten yaa%g. Thus, s
contréversy arose over the interpretation of the ninth

article of the Hydari Agreement,

The extremists, hovever, werv adament and
vanted as:urance of the Indlan government for complete

independence after the expiry of ten yesrs. The provisions

30. Ibid p.40
31. The Naga Hatlons,Vol.I.Ko.11. June 1947,p.5.

32. (.Séngh, Political evolution of ¥agaland, New Delhi,
1981).
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of the Agreement, therefore, were put to vote in the

Nage National Council and the msjority accepted th%%.

The extremists who were in a minority were outvoted
and conseguently remained dissatisfied, This dissatis-
faction prevented the Nagas from coming to z definite
understanding with the Interin government of India.
Thus, due to lack of mutual understanding, between the
two parties, the Eydari Agreement remalned unimplemented,
The British government on the other hand was in a
haste to grant independence to India. India being =a
suceessor state inherited sll such territories which
formed a part of British Indias earlier, except those
which vere earmarked for Pakistan, The Waga Eills area
therefore, became an integral part of Independent
India.

Here a guestion arises, as to why, the Nagas
vanted a separate state of their own after the British
deperturc. From the above discussion one can conclude
that there was some impact of British administration
on the Nagas, Firstly, the prolonged isolation and
separation from pecple of plainc had enabled the Nagas

to develop & separatist: ' tendency, The British policy

33. Modern Review, Vol XXI No.5(Calcutta May,1969)
Pp.5 and 354,
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had aimed at keeping the hill people far from tie
freedom movement of India, which was in full swing
in the carly thirties of this centug;.

The British delibrately managed to prevent
the spread of Indlan netionallsm to the Haga hills
districts, which united people of different caste,
creed, religion snd culture into & nation. A state
of mind in which the supreme loyality of the indi-
vidual is felt for the natigg: The Indian freedom
fighters vere not alloved to visit the Haga hills,
with the result that the impact of naticnelism was
not felt begg. Hence the Naga people could not
identify themselves with the hopes and aspirations
of the people of the natlion nor could they develop
a common national outlook. This contributed vastly
to the growth of a separationist tendency among the
Nagas.

Becondly, false propogande and rumours about
Hindulsn, Buddhism and Islam had created a misunderstand-

7
ing enong the Nagas against plain's mgn. Rumours prevailed

3%, Chandrika Singh: n.16.p.29%
35. Modern Review.Vol.XXI No.5.(Caleutta,May,1969) pp.35%.

36. S.R.Johart:Dark Corner of Indis(1970; p.137,Lucknow.
37. Ibid,



that both kindus and Huslims of the plains bOre a
hatred towards thea, o, the Hagas gradually came

to understand that they would not be comfortable

end well received in Independent India. The Assamese
and the other plains men would occupy all the key
posts in the administration of the Naga Hills district,
The majority of the Nagas being illiterate would not
be able to complete, Hence they felt th:it soiutton

lay in staying aloof from Independent India.

The Christian missionaries who were active
in the Naga Hills also influenced the Naga outlook
and mentality to retain thelr individual 1dentity,
They circulated wild stories about the rigidity of
orthodox caste Hindus, who were to domingte the

8
politicel scens of India.

This created a sense of insecurity in the
minds of the Nagas. Home of the British officlals
serving in the Naga hills district also induced
the Hagas to maintain their separate political iden-
1ty

38. Current Bvents.(Delhi, Mey,1958) 0,33,
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Adams, the Deputy Commissioner of liagga Hills
district in one of hig talks with the Naggs on Noven-
ber 27, 1946, stressed the importance of the unity.
He saiﬁothat if they remained united they would msake

a nation.

Lastly, the sepsraty$St - tendency among the
Nagas also gfeq becsuse they had little contact with
plainsmen due to habitation in isolated areas. When
the British administration gradually extended across
the Naga Hills, the only Indisn who went with the
British offlicers was the sepoy in uniform or the camp
follower, Both of them were looked down upon by the
Naga as the legitimate target of attack on vhom venge-
ance could be wreckgg. The British officer never cared
to corfect this misunderstanding, They were only in-
terested in the maintainence of pesce and order in

the Hills,

These vere the facts which contributed great-
ly to the growth of a separatist tendency asmong

the Nagos which invoked them to stert a vigeorous

4. 8. Yonuo: The hisine of Haras, p.162
k1. Y. D, Gundevia (1975): Yar and Pesce in Napaland

7p.56-57, Delhi,.



campaign to secure an independent stapus for the
Naga Hills district. but while on one hand the
Nagas were demanding separation from India, the
Indian leaders and British government, on the other
hand wvere trying to impress upon them the futility

of such a demand,




CHAPTER = 1II

ECCHOMY OF NAGALAND AND ITS IEVEIS OF DEVELOPMENT



ECONOMY OF NAGALAND AND ITS IRVELS OF
DEVE LOPMENT

The general economic profile of the state
is backward. ~ It reflects a low level of development
of economic infrastructure and a low legel of living
of the people, There are other backward regions in the
country, but in terms of separate pelitical unit and
various linguistic groups covered this state with its
strategic location reguires very special efforts to
accelerate the rate of growth to overcome 1ts relative
backvardness, The forces of change which from time to
time emerged L. the central Indo-Gangtic plain had
hardly any impact upon the pattern of activities of
the state (while situation across the international
frontiers had enabled the tribes to maintain their tra-
ditional hostility towards outsiders and settled govern-
ments, like the Kachins, Kerens etc.). Also because
this area was isolated from the mainland and its geogra-
phical conditions did not attract the people from other
parts of the country. There is no doubt that in the
later period, these influences graduelly permeated to
the state., This intergennum had however allowed the
traditional socio-political veluez to get well entrenched.
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There are number of historical geogrephical
and socio~political factors which have btecn respon-
sible in relarding the progress of the state, The major
cause of the slow progress can be attributed to the
century old neglect and hardship during the alien pdmi-
nistration, The socio-cultural outlook had also not
been properly developed to an extent to which the state
cen march vith the dynamism of the new era, It has
therefore became urgent to desl deeper into the problem
of soclo-cultural harmony for bringing about integrated
economic development, Another important cause for under-
developmont can be attributed to the pattern of Hritish
adoinistration, Naga hills was administrated separately
from the rest of the lorth-east, 1t was also staffed by
British officers, who on the one hand encouraged the
traditional codes and values, while on the other hand
discouraged the outsiders (belonging to the Brahmaputra
valley and other areas) to settle within the hills.
This attitude allowed the suspicion of the Nagas to
plain people to breed and spread. This was further re-
inforced by the British by instituting the Inner Line
control, The result was that the plains people could not
go to the tribal areas without special ‘pass' and the



tribal did not dare to (fear of exploitation) come to
have close contact with the plain pesple. Consequently
the lack of contact, resulted in statusquo - The preva-

lence of a primitive tribal economy.

The economy of the tribals was self sufficlent
(to meet their own wants of clothing, housing and feod).
Only the Boocte, Konyaks, Lotha and Ao Naga had same
trade relations with the Ahoms to meet the need of salt ,
cloth etc, So there was hardly any market and trade
relation among the tribals, The Ahome rulers tried to
make improvements in the trade relation with other Nagsa
tribes, but their involvement with the Delhi - sultanate
or nelghbours came in the wa}. Trital clashes and wars

vere another handicaped in their development.

Most of the tribes in Nagaland ere isolated
from esch other due to rugged topogrsphy of the statg
Due to which different societies evolveg and they tried

to echieve some kind of adjustment betwveen their material

1. E.A, Galt (1925) History of Asgam. Celcutta, p.29
2. See Chapter - I;'.
3. See Chapter - IV,.
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needs gnd the resources aveilabllity of the area., Be
that as it may the sigze of tribel groups, thelr mater-
igal needs, potential for tapping the existing resources
from witblnvﬁnﬁésome of the limttation tmposed by the
environment, As a result, their behavioural process
remained conditioned and cen e termed as a restricted

to their environs.

Yet, one can asgsert that these groups, by
virtue of their location, enjoyed a unique advantage
vithin the oversll framework of the region (as well as
the country itself). The corallry of which was that,
even if the majority pretend ignorance (of the problem
of the region) than there is every possibility of the
minority transforming the area into a tension area

N
(which the Nagas have showa),

The stratogy for economic development for
any area lmplies the fixation of certain pricrities for
the development programmes in the light of arés's
existing stagoe of eccnomic and soclal development as
well as factors of endowments, There are several

indiocators vhich can bo uzed to 4elineate the economic

4, Bee Chapter V.
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situation. In the iight of an analysis of the situa-
tion and available resources a course of action can

be planned, AL
NG
In order to eanalyse the presgnt gituation

the following indicators have been uged.

(1) General characteristic of population,
(2) State of Agriculture,

(3) Participation rate.

(%) Industrial development,

Population:

6&
According to 1981 census the population of
LA ;},"{_W
Nageland was 7.73iin comparison to 5.16 milliocn in
1971, In 1961 the erstwhile Naga Hills district of

5. These ceriteria have been used a8 indicators, mainly
because, Hagaland presents a peculfiar locatlonal
inferences with predominantly tribal basis of econo-
my and wvide 8pread jhuming, Nagaland had (as of
recent) shown indications spatial .reorgenisation
both in adminigtration snd economy. Also because
serious attempts are belng made to evnlve infra-
structure more suitable to its nesds and functions.
The high priority that has been given to socio-
economic developpent was followed by sembelances of
political stability in the state(with reference to
the insurgency). Thus wve find thst the sdoption
of these eriteria illustrates the relevance of
spatial prespective in relation to the insurgency
in Nagalend.

6. Preliminary census report of 1981, series - 15,Vol.Il.
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Aggsam had a total population of about 2.35 million,
withzgreak dovn of Kohims, 108,000 and Mokokchung
125,000 persons, Another 134%,000 inhabited Tuensang.
The percentege varistion of population in Nagalend
from 1901 to 1971 was 238.20 which was quite high in
comparison to the all Indias population variation

from 1901 to 1971 (129.64 percent). This great variation
of the population grevwth in Nagaland is due to the
grovwth of urban centres like Dimapur, Kohima and
Mokokchung, The setting up of the new industrial units
in the state were also responsible for the higher

growvth of population.

The districtwise study revealed that there
was also a great varlation of population growth be-
teeen 1961 to 1971. The percentage variastion bvetween
(1961 to 1971) lgﬁﬁdkokchung wvag 33.50 in Xohima
60.85 and in Tuensang it waes 28,84, This grovth can
be due to their function, i.e. Kohima as the capital
and Dimapur as an economic centre, The more important
point which attributes\to the growth of oopulation in
Kohima and Mokokchung, was the good céhmunieation net
vork vith the rest of'the country. On the other hand

wve find that the growth of population in Tuensang district



is lov in comparison to Kohima and Mokokchung. This
area had inhospitable mountains, rugged topography
and poor transport cocmmunication net work, This area
did not attract the people from other part of the

country even as labourers,

Rural - Orben Population:

According to 1981 census rural population
conatituted 84.46% of the total pogulation., These
people are mostly cultivators. Uut of 4,65 million
rural population, the male constituted 2.4%1 million
and 2,74 millions femmle. The urban population had
very little share in the lNagaland total population,
It vas only 1.20 millicn out of which 0.79 million
vere male and 0.45 miliion female. These flgures
revealed that most of the persons who were in urben
centre were outsliders, either in service and business

or as lgbourers,

Density of Ponoulation:

The density of population of any region depends
upon the demographic and non-demographic variasbles, The
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neon-demographic factors such ae physicszl, cultural and
economic, individually or collectively affect the dis-
tribution and density,

According to 1971 census the density of popu-
lation in Magaland wvas 31 which was guite lowv in com-
parison to all India figure of 182 per S£q.Km. in 1971.
The districtwise study indicate that the density of
populstion in the districts were same as per the state.
But thre preliminary 1981 census Report indicate the
density of population in Naguland *hés v increased from
31 to 47 persons per Lg.Km. This increase was perhaps
due to the natural growth and the new developments
projects such as sugar mills in Dimapur, paper and pulp
industry in Mokokchung and ply wood factory in the
Mon district that has attracted the people from other
parts of the country. These development projects have
given rise to a correspondingly higher density of
population both in rural and urban areas, Table 3.1
shows the density of rural urban populat.on in di-

fferent distriets of Nagaland 1981,/»//e-9)
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Table 3.1
8 i r
Districts Rursl/Urban Density
Kohima Rural 46
Urban 2602
Phek Hural 35
Wokha Rural 29
Urban 1345
Zunheboto Rural L3
Urban 2274
Mokokchung Rural S
Urban 1186
Tusnsang Rural I
Urban 881
Mow: Rural 4o
Urben 812

Source: Census of India series - 15 Nagaland-1981
( Preliminary Report).
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The above table shows that Xohime has the
highest urban density of pooulation where as Mokokchung
has the highest rural density of population, On the
other hand %Wokha has the lowest rural density end HMon
has the lovest urban density of population., This
population data suggests that the highest donsity of
population in the urban {8 due to tho influx of ocut-
slders in tho state capltal due to government serviges,
busines: and labourers in the Dimapur town of Rohima
district. In the case of Mokokchung district the
highest density of rural population, in comparison
to Kohima district is ocbylous, because in the Mokokchung
district, lokokchung {s the only towvn, and the peopls
who come from outside for the labour job work in the
small scele industries that are located in the villages,
These people have settled permanently in the district.
In the case of Tuensong, Phek and Mon districts the
raral and urban population density is low due to rugged
topography., The people are scattured over the area.

The communication mot vork is 8ls¢ not so good and
there 1s hardly any industry which can attract the

people from outside,

ke can then, conclude that where ever density

is less the tribal concentration is more. Because the



tribal are inhabitating the hilly area in the form
of scattored settlements, According to 1971 census
the percentage of tiibal population to the total
population of Nagalgnd was 38.61% whereas Tuensang
having 9%.70% of tribal population its total popu-
lation in cemparison to 80% and 91% of Kohima and
Mokokchung respectively. It reveals that the area
which ars more inhospitable end awvaey from the eco-
nomic centre have higher tribal concentration. These
people have adjusted themgelves to the environment
and are mainly cultivators and normally 4o not come

out from the boundaries of their villages.

Economic Deyelopment:

From the economiec point of view, Nagaland

18 an underdeveloped and underpopulsted region of the
country, but to develope & dlversified econcmy in the
state, 1t has adegquate natural rescurces such as for-
ests, minerals and oll resources (betveen Tapan and
Basail area). It has an immensc potential for hydel
pover also, It 18 indeed a sad state of affairs that
out of the total potential available in the area only

& very limited portion is exploited. There are distinct



conatrants that are inherent in the Nagalangd scape,
These inherent difficulties may arise on account of cule
tural barriers, geographical factors, plan neglect

and political si{ituation or a combination of all these
factors, Although all these factors create a special
problem for tho development planners, but this ig the
case with the hill sreas of North-eastern region

including Nagaland,

Physical barrier kept Hagaland in isolation
from the rest of the cpuntrg. Eeveral factors are
attributed to this seclusion from outside influence,
namely difference in racial composition, cultural
expression and religious bellefs lack of modern civi-
lization and bad condition of road and comzunication
etc. But the most important reason of that isolation
geems to be people'’s fear of loosing their distinet
1dehf1ty and exploitation by outsiderg. Therefore this
area remalined unaffected by the economic grovth of

Agssam and rest of the country.

7. See Chapter - II.
8. See Chepter - IV,
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In recent times ve find the econoamic condi-
tion of the people shovwed a change and there is grest
participation of the people in ths development pro-
grammes to improve their living conditions, On the
other hand Covernment had also adopled certain prio-
rity measures to develope agriculture and industries
as vell as tq gear up the condition of the people at

par with the rest of the country.
State of Agricn t

fagaland has an agrarian economy. About 87%
of the popnulation live in rural area are depend on
agriculture. Of the total area of 16,408 Zq.Km about
7000 8q.Km. are under cultivation. One fourth of thia
is under permanent cultivation and rest under jhuming.
A land development progremme was initiated during the
third plan period to popularize permanent cultivation,
Emphesis was again placed on the same programme in the
Lth and Sth five year plan. One of the schemes under
this programme was land reclamation, under vhich tract-
ors and bulldogers on hire vers made avallable to the
farmers for reclamation,leveling and ploughing of newly

reclailmed land. The following table of lznd use in



Nagelaend had shoved a remarkable change betwesn
1970-71 to 1978-77:

{In Hectare)

=

B8l.No, Items of Lznd use 1970~-71 1976 -77
1. ligt area sown 170,061 182,117
2. Current fallow 83,319 85,582
3.‘ Ket cultivatéd area 253,375 267,679
L, Cther uncultivated 59,565 L ,690
land excluding fallow
land,
<. Fallow land other than 113,385 k27,525
current fallow,
6. Cultivated waate land 49,598 -
7. Het available for cul- 28,336 47,535

tivation,

Cource: Report of the Agriculture Census of Nagseland

1976-77, p.259.

Another scheme envisaged subsidised supply of

agricaltural implements and machinery to the agriculturist .
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Other schemes included supply of fertilisers and

Seeds also on subsidised rate:z, The totsl terraced
rice cultivated area with irrigation has increased

to 30,000 hectares. Practically, (due to non-agvaila-
bility of dats) the distribution of cultivated

area with in districts between variosus uses is not
known, The cultivation is dependent mostly on rain,
Between 1972 to 73 to 1975 to 1976 ths gross cropped
area in Kagaland nas increesed by about 6.0 percent,
There was also an fnerease in prea by 1.0 percent
under high yielding verieties in Nagaland during
19737 to 1976-77, As a result of these msasures

the production of rice increased from 34,7 thousand
tonnes (1972-73) to 71.5 thousand tonnes in (19?7-78)9
Although rice is the main crop that is grown in Haga-
land followed by millets, maize, piuses, oil seeds,
fibres, sugarcane, oyotato etc) @1l these crops are not

sufficient for their local consumption.
Industri opment:

As already mentioned the economy of Nagalend

is primarily agraricn vith a lov percentage of the

9. Corresnonding t o this(1972-73 to 1977 to 78) Horth-
east HRegion's Rlece precduction vas 2778.,2 thousand
tonnes to 3288.3 thcusand tonnes.India's production
vas 39245,3 to 52676.% thousand tonnes,
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labour force employed in secondary and tertiary sectors
of the economy. In the state as a whole there are 1.43
‘percent workers are engaged in the secondary activities
and 26,21 percent in the tertiary sector. The percentage
of workers engaged in different sector for the year 1981

is given below:

Table 3.3
Dist % =)
District Primary Secondary Tertiary

activities activities activities

{(P.C.) (P.C.) (P.C)
Kohima 56.15 2.99 40.94
Phek 81.33 0.30 18.37
Wokha 73.84% 3.23 22.93
Zunheboto 77.34% 0.38 22.88
Hokokchung 68.9% 0.91 30.15
Tuensang 83.63 0.67 15.70
Mon 84.40 0.15 15.45

Source: Census of India-1981(Nagaland) Preliminary.



79

The above data reveals that the percentage

of workers in the gsecondary sector is very low, This

suggests that state 1s not industrlaly doveloped.

Therefore the main stay of population is only agricule

ture.

To develop the state of Hagalend, three major

industrial projects have been tsken up. A sugar mill

with crushing capacity of 1200 tonnes per day has been

set up in Dimapur as a state government project. 4

distillary unit with a dally capacity of 1,000 gallons

of alchol was also added to the suger mill project.

The second i¢ a paper mill at Tuli in Mokokchung which

is a joint venture of the state and the Union Government,

The major share of the cost is
ment of India. The appro%imate
56 crores and its capacity 100
The third is a plywood factory
(The Nagalsnd forests products
into operation with a capacity

annum,

boing borne by the Govern-
cost of the project is
tonnes of paper per‘déy.
at Tijit in Mon District
Ltd. ) which has gone

of 15 lskhs Sg.metre per

Handloom and sericultursal are also important

cottage Industries of the state, These industries are

receiving encouragement from tre Government, These



industries are expectsd to ensure lasrger employment
opportunities, thereby reducing t he pressure on land
and leading to balanced regional deyelopment, There
are 5ix veaving cun production centres, seven sericul-
ture farms, one handicraft training cum production
centre and three small scale industries service cent}g.
The following table shows the Number of industries in
Nagaland districtvises;

Table 3L

Number of Industrigs in Hagaland
(Districtwise )

1

Type of Industry' Kohima' Phek’ Moko- w0k~ Zn - \Tue- 'Mon
o ! ' kchung .ha 'hebanga- ‘
] : ‘ |to 'ng '

Iﬂdu& trl al 1 - - - - - -
Estate

Weaving Training- 1 - 2 - - 2 -
cum-production
centre.

Cottage indust- - - 1 - - 1 1
ries cum-produ-
ction centres.

Sericulture farms 3 1 2 2 1 9 9
Handicraft Traini- - - - - - 1 -

ng-cuﬂ-production
centre.

10. Source:Directorate of Industries, Nagaland(1979).
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] [} [} t L] ] t
Type of Industry+ Kohims Phek ioko~ Wolt-1Zun- Tue-~ Mon

' ' kehung sha  thebo-msa- ¢
' ' ' ' to . mg '
[] ' [ ]

Smell seale 1 - - - - - -
{industries )
service insti-
tute.
Sugar miil 1 - - - - - -
mill,
Plywood factory - - - - - - 1
Distillery unit 1 - - - - - -

Source: Directorate of Industries Nagaland, Kohima(1979).

This table shows that the district bordering
Assam and whose topography is no tos rugsed had the major
share of industrics. Whereas the districts like Phek and
Zunhedboto had only one service industry due to the lack of
comnunication and non-availability of rav materials for
the industrial development, The (overnment had attempted
to develope the districts of Hon and Tuensang, which are

quite far sway from the central authority. To develope



the people of backward region and to glve the sense of
unity with rest of India this step has given the fruit-
ful result. The people who were engaged in head hunting
and vho hed never seen the wofld of civilization are

changing day by day.

Another {mnortant factor for the development
of road and transport communication, The Goverament of
India had taken up the road development programme in
Nagaland +ith top priority since independence. A brief
account of the rcad development in Nagaland since inde-
pendence will show us the achievament of the state as

vell the union Government,

Road Development:

Before independence whatever communication
that was developed in this state was dons to cater to
the administrative needs of the coloniel rulers without
any regard to the economic uplift of the people of the
area. In 1879 a briddle path from Samgating to Wokha
via Kohima was opened., However, the most important
commercial routes in the west were described to be

Vngma Moewngyimsen and Dengkum-Amguri routes,
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In the Second YWorld War, the roads linking
the district in the Naga Hills were the Mokokchung
Amguri road and Kohima Mokokchung roed via. Wokha.

But after independence rocad communication became very
essentiel for tramsportation of goods as wsell as people
and for the growing need of the traders. Great change
took place aftcer the formation of Naga Hills Tuensang

Area in 1957. (see Map lo. 8 ).

How withstanding the remarkable progress
achlieved in the fleld of communication in recent years,
Negaland still has a long vay to go in becoming fully
Ideveloped as far as communication is concerned, It may
be mentioned that Wagaland had only 10.45 Km of railways
which passes through the Dimapur plasin with a rallvay
station at Dimapur and (another small station)at
Nagiuimore with very limited capacity for goods and
passgngers movements, There does not appear much scope
for extension of railways in to the interior areas of
the state due to rugged terrain, Thefefore, 1t cannot

serve as a viable media for transportation in Nagelang,

Nagaland does not have sny civil aerodrome, but

there is military aercdrome at Dlmapur which allows eivil



traffic. It started operating in 1971, However, it
does not cater to the need of mass transportation

so that its impact on trensportation 1s negligible,

Development of communication system 18 a
continuous process. 1ts implication becomes more
sighificant when confronted with areas having a
hostile terrain, Nagaland is a hilly state vwith very
difficult terrain ax the major portion of the Patkai
range cuts through the state, Therefere the only means
of communication which can be developed the state with
considerable effort are roads, Rosas transportation
consequently shall continue to be the only means of
communication which would cs ter to improve the basic
infrastructure of the gocio~economic aspects in the
state,

It iy in this background that state Government
had taken up & scheme during 1963-64 for the creation
of departmental road transport undertaking namely the
Hagaland state Transport(HLT) to cater to the transport-
ation needs of the State in phases., sccordingly, passen-
ger transport in the state was started by N&T in a small
way from 15th Jure 1965 by introducing bus servl ces bet-

ween Kohima and Dimapur, The process of expansion of



passanger service in the state continued. In a span

of 16 years (1981.82) the bus service have reached

all the towns and almost all administration centres
of the state, In the last 16 years the Nagaland State
Transport has grown vigorously and considerably expan-

ded 1its services,
O Nat a St q 1

The state is served by tvo lational Highways,
vig., NH-39 and HE-36, whereas NH-39 has a route length
of 103 Xm within the state connecting Dimgpur upto MNao,
via.Kohima, NE-36 has got a length of only 5.4 Km in
the state in Dimapur. Wagaland has got 1161 Km of state
Bighways covering all the 7 districts of the state,

Btut S A
(es on 31,3.1979)

1. Kohimg/Wokha/Mokokchung 6&H.No.1 152 Km

2. Amgurl-Mokokehung SGH,No.2 102 Km

3, Kohima-Chakabama-Pfutseroc EH.No.3 251 Km
Helgri.

4. Mergphsani-%Wokha SHsko b 64 Km

5. Sonari-<smtola SH,No0,5 60 Km

6. Mariani-Mokokchung-~ 8H,No.6 195 Xm
Tuensang.

7. Chakabama-Chagzouba-~ GH.lio.,7 220 Km
Zunheboto-Hokokchung.

8. Tuensang Kephire 8R.No.8 122 Km

Bource: Transport Commissioner,Nagaland,Kohima(1979).
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Apart from these there are other roads in Nagalend

such as major district road (MDR) other district roads
(ODR) and Villege roads. The table belov show the
districtwise lenath of the roads as on (31.3.79) 1nclud-

ing the r‘tat;e higmzays.
Table 3,5

S1 ,  ofstrict State .4 D R 0 D R ,Village, Total
Ko, , Jgilgh ' ' yroad '
' Ways ' ' '
' s U s w ‘'‘s g s _u 's g
1. Kohima 98 - - 147 57 164 3 360 158 671
2. Phek M - - 49 9 38 - 250 325 337
3. Mokokchung 235 - - 63 26 65 7 302 268 W30
b, Tgenseng ~ 212 - - - 10 . 4 7 759 229 80§
5, Wokha - 56 - 41- 41 8 2 - 160 6% 203
6. Zunheboto 102 - - - - 130 - 280 102 410
7. Mon o 8 - - 4 64 - Mo §2 212

Source: Transport Communication Nagaland,Kohima(1979).

Naticnal highway 39 which passes through Nagaland
is the most important road link as it carries an estimated
;ﬂmf“ﬁfm’"
b0 to 45, of the total traffic . The major portion of the

goods trafilic of Hanipur state ls also carried along the
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same road. There ars frequent landslide on the road
at milestone 41 from Dimapur, during rainy seasons,
This becomes an obstagle, for the traffic is either
partially or wholly closed in different spells for

days together,

The surfoce conditions of the sald road being
extremely poor. The wear and tear on the vehicle 1is
guite high, The situation has further aggrevated gue
to smnll perccntage of the length of the N,ii. in the
stote. The length of the N.d. in the state constitutes
only 2% of the total route len.th of the state, which
is gquite low when comparcd to the all Indis average

of 6% to the total surfeced rosd length,

Level of Disparities;

In hilly roglons, the level of socio-econcnic
development are genherally low, and th.re exists distinct
regional disparity. Such disparities are dnigue in tribdbsl
dominated hill areas like Nagaland, Whal is more
concerning to the planning 1is ever widening gap betwaen
the 'Developed and the ‘'Backward' regions. It hos been
found that the poorer a reglon is, the groater is the

differcnce between its developed and undesrdeveloped
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areas., In the case of Nagalgnd where the tridbal aal-
ture and natural environment are significantly rela-
ted (since historic time) one can assess it through

levels of social change and degree of modernisation.

Reglional disparities in hill are precisely

due to the following causes:

(1) Lack of spatial integration of the economy
as the inhabitants have closed economy,

(2) Higher degres of dependence on a particuler
sector of economy snd ebsence of econcmic diversifica-

tion.

(3) Lack of even and uniform diffusion of
growth {impulses in space.

() Unsystemic utilization of generative

forces.

(5) Higher degree of economic instability
due to absolute dependence on physical environment

including clinmate.

(6) Spatial distribution of growth Nuleii
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only along the transportation network and absence of

11
diffusion due to physical constraints,

In an attempt fqr area clarrification and
reglonalisation no single variable 1s adeguate to
portray (some of ) the co&plex characteristiecs which
are not directly obssrvable., A package of stastical
method based on a host of variables are lnvélved in
the present work on area elasaificaetlon and identifi-
cation of regional system, It comprises the use of

factor analysis snd related grouping procedures and

11, Development in hill is clustered around a few nuc-
leii vhere communication networks gre weil laid for
the flov of capital inputs, social overheads and
other innovative traffics., Growth of these nucleil
are explained by the emergence of subsentres in a
‘ribbsn pattern' aslong the communication lines,
However the growth of these 'urben featured' nucleil -
that are tilted exogeniously more towards the urban
plains than towards the indigenous country-side do
affect very little on the transformation of the
surrounding areas through the diffusion of growth
impulses, Such neutral relationships between
groving urbasn areas and the surrounding rural areas
in the hill are more prominant in those areas vhere,
alongwith transport bottlensecks religlous taboos, and
other tribal norms persist or alloved to persist
for certain geopolitical reasons. The reacon for the
backvardness of the border states in North-Eastem
hills of Indie both in terms of economic and soclal
conditions can be attributed to these.fsctors.



alsd the composition of the chosen variables into
indices so that each of the areal observation can be
compared vith others (through all the related variables).
This measure the levels of inequalities within the
region, The object of constructing a composite index hes
been to assimilate with proper weightsge, the variation
in tha obgerved values of the selected indicators into

a final score of index. A very simple method is ranking
of the variables and then addition of these ranks to

find the composite index has been used,

The obvious draw back of this method is that
the unit difference in ranks does not reflect the extent
of difference in the mective observations. This method of
summation ranks of different variable makes little
sense because units of measurecment are different. In
this exerclse, the approach has been the elemination
of blas of the scale of 13 selected indicetors and
also of their b selected indicators and their b sets
separately by dividing them by their respective means;
thereby making them ‘'scale free'!, The values of each
division of variable by respective means are added

borizontally to form the composite score for each set,
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Thus if n;,nﬁ -~ = = np are the arithmatic

means for ng ny _ _ _ 0y indicators (here n - 13),
the composite index Xy for one unit of observation
(cirele) is given by

X1=Xa¢ Xb-°-*xn

ia ib ih

using this method separately for % sets of 13 indicators,
the final agprogate composite index is derived out of
the addition of the scores of each of the fourssets,
These index valuss for ¢ach observation are subsequent-
1y groused on the basis of range difference to put each
observation i.,e, decides into a cortain rank vhich re-

presents 1ts level of development,

et Originel Varlalle Indicator

1. Bdueational Educational Institu-
facilities & tions
ilteracy n
a) Primary School a) P.5. per 1000 pop

b) Middle School b) M.S. per 1000 pop"



Table 3,6 (contd....)

et

Original Variable

Indicator

¢ )S8eacondary &Hchool

d)College

e)Literacy

¢) §.8. per 1000 pop”
d) Colleges psr 1000 pop"
e) Literacy per 1900 popn

II.Medical Medical Institutions

Faciliti-
es,

a) Dispensary
b) Hospital

I1I.Pover a)

supply
and
communi-
cation.b)

c)

d)

IV. Eeono- a)
mic
Bese.

b)

Village having
power supply

Village having
pucca Hoad

Village having
post office

Village having
Tel.Office

Non primary
wvork force
(NFWF)

Secondary work
force(&WF)

n
a) Disp per 1000 pop
b) Hosp per 1000 popn

a) & of villages with
pover supply.

b) % of villeges with
puceca Road.

¢) & of dlloges having
post office.

d) & of villages having
Tel,Office.

a) Proportions of NFWF
to total work force.

b) Proportion of E¥r to
total NPWF,

*The selection of indlcators
constrained by the non-aval

1

has howeyer been severely
ability of requisite data.
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To understand the soclo-economic under-
development of a region the complex development
process ¢ull for the selection of more then one
indicator and hence thirteen indicators hawe been
chosen to measure the existing levels and potential-
ities of development of each sub-region{clrecle).
These indicators have been classiffed into & sets
that correspcnd to different aspoects of social and
economic development process, Eome of these indicators
are not the most suitable ones but posslbly the most
relevant ones that are consistant to the concerned
phenomenon could be sgueezed out of the existing

incsdequate data base,

The first set of indicator i.e. Educational
institutions are the infrastrusture and literacy a
general index of cultural and technological advances
iz both an outcome and agent of swareness of deve-
lopment, Institution population ration(i.e. number of
school per 1000 population) dées not asctually form
the most saltable indicator in Hagaland's conditions
because the institutions are always under utilized
in tridbal areas., In other words, when the population

in 8 given area 18 doubled, it does not effect or
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proportionately diminish the per capita avallebility
of schools by half. The ratio of each of the Educa-
tional institution to a unit of geogrsphical area c¢o-
uld be more appropriate, vhen the accessabllity cen-
straints 15 an important fector in Nagaland's condi-
tions, As ageinst the literacy-population ratio, it
vould be more appropriate to take the students 1n the
schools and colleges as pronortions of the populations
in relevant age group, however, these two attempts
could not be used in this exerclse due to non-availa-

bility of secondary data.

The second set of indicators deal with medi-
cal facilities, Gensus report for 1971 is confined to
the avafilebility of medical institutions in each ecir-
cle such a5 dispensaries and hospitals. The indicater
(II/e and (IXI)b pertains to thc ratio between the
institution and population of the circles. In constru-
cting these indicators, it would have also been more
appropriate in Nagaland's condition to teke the medi-
cal institutions as ratio of t he geographical area
because eccessibility constreints pley more dominant
role in the utilization and expansion of the medical
facilities 4in the hill areas,



The third set of indicators pertains to the
pover supply end communication, Here, the indicators
(IIl)a,b,c end 4 are framed as ratics betwveen the nu-
mber of villsges in the circle, as unlike for the in-
dicators in the first and second sets. Since the avai-
lability of powre supply, Pucca roads, post and Tele-
graphic office can be considered at non-izmmedlate type
vhen compared with indicators in first two sets, For
indicators(1II)b, it would have been more appropriate
to take road distance as ratio to the geogrpphical
area of the circle, but for the lack of data it could
not be done, However, this set of indicators would at
best may help to understand the levels of development,
since they form and are agents of change in the total

soclal system,

The fcurth set of indlcators vhich pertains to
economic base asserts the level of divérsificction of
economy whicn ls directly linked with development in
Nagaland because of Tribal eccnomy the question of
economic diversification has been very obscure. &ince
non-primary activities have s higher productivity than
primary activities, an area dominated by non-primary
sctivities is characterised by 1large production snd

higher per capita income, thus growith of development,
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Therefore, a change of occupation from primary to
non-primary sector reflects development and 1sg valld
for Hagaland's conditions (where more than g0 percent
of the loecal work force is engaged in tribal based
primary activities dominated by monocropoes primitive

agriculture),

The extent of dew lopment of an economic
structure is determined by the pattern of change of
occupations from primary to non-primary sectors, The
indicators 'at' and 'b' of this set psrtain to the
structure of participation rate is non-primary sector
of economy, Indicator 'a' pertains to the ratio of
non-primary vork force to the total work force of a

circle vhieh will show the degree of development,

The indicator 'b! pertains to the ratio be-
tveen the secondary vork force (SWF) and the total of
non~primary work force (KPWF). The secondary sector
being an asset and an economic (bone of a developing
reglon), its levels of growth and lzbour absorbing
capacity indicates the development levels of a

raglion,
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The vestern part of Nagaland 1s relatively
developod than the eastern region. Within theee regions,
difference in development do exist, HRowever, based
upon the composite index\derived out of the four sets
of indactors as mentioned above the entire region
of the state con be classified into six levels of
development, The table 2 and Map (Afe-6) ghov the sta-
te's 60 circles under 6 groups or levels of devee

lopment,

e in the t ¢ :

With the hignest pguiregate score of 17.9%52,
Zubza under Koniima district is the only eircle in the
state under this levol of development, The relastively
highest level of its soclio-eccnomic dewe lopment is
due to the well developed transportalion network
and social infrastracture and has c¢clecse proximity to
Kohima town, the state capitel which have strongly
influenced the social and economlc conditions of the
Zubzo cirele, For a population of 5107 in 1671, the
circle have favourable ratios to almost all aspects

of soclo-econcomic base,
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Table = 3.7
Nagaland: levels of Development

: Composite :Kobima ' Mokok- Tuen - Total

1
score District | chung ' sang o.of
Category: . » District | District circles
! ' ) : 'ander the
. ' 1 : CBEbaory
Firat More than 13.633 Zubza - - 1

Second 13,059 . 13.633 - Mangkulemba Naginimala 2

Third 4,606 . 8,396 Tsemi-Ongpangkong chessore, 13
Jua, ° Tull, Mon,
Zgkh- gubulong,’
ama, Changtongys,
Dima- Akulato,
pur, Altepyong.
Pheri-~ By

na,
Phek-
sadar.

Fourth 2,992 - 4,329 Chie- Chubhuyim- Tuensang- 21
pho - lang, Sadar,
bzou, Alongkima, Longkhin,
Pfut- Longchem, (Chare.
sero, Aghunsato,

Chig- Atolixu,

ami, Satol,

Chaz- Wokha Sanis,
ouba, Bhandari,
Meluri Lotsu,

Tenn- Sungro

ing,
Pedi.
Fifth 0.97+ - 2.622 Pug- Satakhe Noksem 22
hob- E£uruhoto Teamlu
hoto, Hosheosu Longleng

Pho~ Achikushu Tabu
kKungri,Zunheboto  Shamtorr
Jaluke Noklak

fpopgmyy



Table 3,7(contd....)

iComposite 'Kohima 'Mokok- ‘Tuen - Totel
Category 'score ‘olstrict 'chung ‘sang No,of
' \ 'District 'District tcircles
' ' under the
:category

t '
! 1 Ll
t

1
' ' U
[

Phomoning
Champeng
Kiphere
Pungro
Eitimi
Seynchung

Eixth 0.423 - - Chew

Cirele In the Eecongd Category:

Tvo circle Mangkulemba in Mokokchung district and
Naginimara in the north western part of Tuensang district
fall under the second levtl of soclo-economic development
with the gggregate composite score of 13.633 and 13,069
respectively. The poslition of Mangkulemba vhich appcals
to be an island surrounded by relatively lower developed
' region, is an exception. For iangkulemba is a tiny unit
both in terms of her population, size and areal divisions,
In 1971, the total population of this circle was only 511,
a figure which would obvicusly boost up the population

socio-aconomnic ratios.
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Reginimara with a population of 10,518
in 1971 has been the most highly developed wircle
in Tuensang district., Haginimara's relatively better
infrastructural development (espicially in communi-
cation system) is attributed to its externsl link-
ages with Sibsagar dlstrict of Assam, Naginimarsas
forms the northern gateway of Hagaland to the develop-
ed Brahambutra Valley.

n th r at :

The regions under this level of development
is confined mostly in western half of the state in
the form of patterns. There are altogether 13 circles
under this lewvsl, five 1n Kohima district six in
Mokokchung district and remaining two circles in the
Tuensang district. These have the aggregate composite
score ranging from (14,6 to 8.%). 13 circles under
this level can be considered as having fairly develop-
ed soclo-economic infrastructural base, It is in the
close proximity of the circles like Dimapur,Pherima
and Zubza to the state industrial town (Dimapur) and
state's capital Kohima.These circles have eesy access

to the National Highway. The location of regional



adminlistrative headquarters in most of Lhe
10 circles under this hierarchy, have significantly
influenced the development of the soclo-economic infra-

structure.
the F Cate t-

There are 21 circles under this hierarchy
with the highest compcsite score of 4,325 and the
lowest score of 2.992. Half of these circles are under
Mokokchunyg district a third under Kohima district and

the remaining one sixth under Tuensang district.

Almost all the areas under this level are in
the western half of the state and they cen be categori-
sed as moderately developed or marginally developed
on the basis of relatively highest value scéred by each

indicators to thelr respective means,
es e t ategory -

About 33 percent of the total geographical area

of the state is under the fifth level of soeclo-economic

developzent, These areas comprising a total of 22 circles

which may be considered az areas of the low level of

development or backward area of the state, Out of these
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22 eircles, Tuensang district alone has 14, which is
more then 66% of the total area, Kohims has 3 circles
that come ungder this category. The res;;ec‘t.ive means
of the each set of indicators for almost all these 22
circles are higher than their Industrial scores on

the column,

The low level of socio-economic development
in these regions can be atiributed primarily to the
higher degree of inaccessibility, isolated settlements
and poor level of social avareness among the tribes,
One of the unigue features of the region is that all
the border areas of Nagaland facing Burma longitudena-
lly are undeveloped. Considering the strategic position
of Nagaland it 15 obvious that these borders areas

are kept as buffer zones on geopolitical grounds,
n_the &Hixt te :

With an aggregate composite score of 0.423,
this is represented by Chen circle of Tuensang which
forms the most backward areas of the state, Chen is
a border area and has the total population of 8485
(1971 census), Literacy ratio is wvery low,(only 4.8

percent are literates). Educational institutions



restricted to middle school level and the soclo-
economic infrastructural facilties in the circle

are totally absent, Therefore, it iz not surprising
to note that the circle's vork force participation to

non~-primary activities is only 1.64 percent,

ration:

Each of the Naga tribe are concentrated in
a definite area with strong cultural end economic base,
In the past such distinct territorialisation among the
Naga tribes was accentuated by constant socio-political
and sconomic conflict within the Waga communities and
against the non-Haga invaders untill the entire Naga
hills were dominated by the Hritish and Christian
missionaries who penstrated into their domsasins and
injected the art of westernisation into the blocd of
Hagas. After India achleved independence and & gtate
of Nagaland vas formed in 1963, the process of socio-
economic assimilation and aculturisation among the Naga
tribes vith the people from urban nlains took place
in much rapild pace. However, as compared to the rest of
the country, the levels of such cultural assimilétion

and development were in a retarded form, Such o state
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of affaiys has been due to (a) physiographic const-
raints for development of the infrastructure (b) Stra-
tegic location, (being a border area facing Burmea and
China), (¢) the pollcy of the Government of Indlie in
dealing with scheduled tribes (d) Kegzm attitudes to-
vards assimilation (e) strong cultural attachment
emong them, md lastly (f) the discontentment among
some of their leaders towards t he policies of the
Government (that resulted in the outbreak of hostility

agalnst the Covernment),

The levels of socio-economic dewlopment among
the Heaga tribes and their degree of assimllation or
detribalisation is closely related to their spatial
distributicn and concentratiég. The tribal area where
infrastructural facilities and other innovative measures
could penetrate only by over coming physiographic con-
straints are singulerly favoured by the tribal commu-
nities,

Significontly the problem has to be tackled
gt the grass roots, for the development requirement

of the state is essentially includes the extension of

12. 8es Chapter 1V,
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transport and communication facilities, development
of trade and a possible re-crientation of the natio-
nal policy so as to incorporate them a5 an integral
part of the country, Revievwing the existing transport
linkage and associated elements, it is clear that
mounteinous topography has hampered the vertieal
developmont as vell as latteral communication facl-

lities in the state,

Lack of interaction since the colonial period
in Inner-line aresa has delayed the economic dewlopment
and transformation, which in turn hess resulted into
ethno-lingual diversities in the region.The ethno-
lingual diversities definitely created centrifugal
forces and reglonal and sub-regionalovertones agalnst
integration, whather political or economic in character,
It is lmportant to understand the perception of the peoplke
gulding the national policies and this would help in
bringing a balcnce between forces smanating from tribal-

ism, regionalism and nationalism,

It then can be concluded that Nageland clearly

indicates distinct reglonal variation of dewelopment.
Consequently, the attitude of the tribes has also changed
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both towards intra end inter tribal relationship as
wvell as with the people of rest of the country, This
has had a corresponding influence on the 1nsur§ent
movement in Hagalsnd., During the early stages of the
insurgent movement the extremists were able to moti-
vate the tribes, who were occupying areas wvhich vere

backward or lesst developed.,

The analysis of the lewel of development also
indicates the perputation of the phenomenon of growth
even today. So much so that there are pockets of re-
sistance by extremists within Nagaland with the grae
dusl penetration of modernization and with the establish-
ment of political stability tuo insurgent movement hes
found 1t3s operation in a very lowkey if not completely
eliminated,

The process of dewelopment also indicates
that the extremist leader had tsken the advontage of
ignorance and econonic backwardness, Subsequent progress
has however,reversed the entire situation. This has led
to conflict sitaation, which the extremist leaders
today ares not sble to explain to thelr followers,., This

was compounded by lack of safe sancturies for the
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insurgents within Hagaland., Those that exist, exist
in Burma, The international frontier between India
and Burma in Kagaland sector is clearly marked by
very backvard econcmic region, which under the cir-
cumstances vas of no use to the insurgents - a
relatively strong factor for the Government to re-

duce the insurgent activity.




CHAPTER - IV

S0CI0 POLITICAL SET UP OF NAGAS



SOCIO=POLITICAL SET UP OF NAGAS

Nagaland presents unity in diversity 1in
matters of race and language. The social and cultural
heritage of the llage people might have besen the same
had they had one common language. but tho Naga people
do not belong to one tribe but to more than twenty.
Thers are thirteen major tribes and not less than
seven minor tribes, While Ao, Angemi,tema,Chang,Konyak,
Lotha, Chekheseng,Phon,Rengna,Sangtan,Yimchunger,Kuki
and Zeliamgroung may be grouped into major tribes,
Chankru, Chiru,Kheza,Pehury, Shamnyeyang,Tiikhir,Wancho
etc. may be classified as minor tribes. This multi-
plicity of tribes in MNagaland 1s dus to the fact that
the Naga people migrated to this pert in different
groups and they remained confined to their ridges and
mountainous terraig, This also rcsulted in the multi-
plicity of language in Hagaland. The variuvus tribes used
to speak their own dlalects which vere essentlally
different from one another. But recently the Naga people

s
have developed a language vhlch is known as Nagamese.

1. S. ?a;katake,(1968) Tribes_of Assam, (Shillong)
PP =D,

2. Baszed on personal survey of llageland and its people.
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But as soon as Nagaland became a constituent state of
the Indian union, English became the gstate lenguage.

This departure from tre main trend is due to two factors.
Firstly, t he Haga people did not have a common script

of their oug. Hagamese has been developed very recently
when the 4ssamese came into contact with the Nagas.
Secondly, the British Missionaries influenced the Nagas and
yho‘ tried to change the social gnd cultural outlook

of the Naga:. The British infact made & deep impact

on the soclal and cultural life of the Nagas? The Nagas
vere dezzled by the English culture and way of 1life

and English thus became very popular among the Raga
elitg. It was regarded as the language of the socially,
economically and politicelly advanced fiagas who were

of the notion that the key to advancement lay In learning

3. R.B. Maccable, Qutline Grammer of Angamis Nagas lan-
guage,(Calcutta).pp.13-1k%, ’

4, V. Elvin,(1969) The Nagas in the Nineteanth Century,
(Bombay), pn,195-18.

5« Kevewino Peseyie,(1974) Lduecational Development ang

Soclal Change in Hagaland "ligh Lander®,vol.11,No.2.
(Kthma) . 9907—1 2e

6. W.C.S5mlith,(1923) Missionary Activities and A
on_of Backward people,"Journal of Applied Sociology",
'@01-7.( Cale utta) opp.15'180



English, Years after independence vhen ilagaland
wvas given statehocd, ©nglish was accepted as the

state lsnguage by the people of Nagaland/

The Kaga people are simple, friendly,hsrd-
vorking and self respecting. They could be called
egolsts, because the moment they felt, tney are being
let down, they became ferocious and dangerous. The
most pralse worthy thing about the Nags is their
belief in casteless society., They do not harbour any
prejudices related to caste and creed. There are no
soclal outcaste in Nagaland. All are equal there and
they do not make any distinction among themselves on
the bages of caste,creecd and coloug. Mostly the Nagas
are Christians, They ars deeply rclizious and every

viliage has a Baptish Church,.

It will be importent to add a few words as
to why the people living in this part of the hills

7. Based on personal survey of the Naga people.

8. Base on personal contact end conversations with
the Naga people,

' 0
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are called Nagag. The origin of the Naga people is
also shrouded in mystery. Different scholars hold
different views., Scome believe that the Nagas belong
to the Indo-Mongolid‘ralg. There i& yet another ver-
sion, "syggedted. :;1that the Nogas werc ne other than
the Kiratas of Indie. The chief exponent of this view
wag Dr.2.K.Chattarjee. No doubt there are some ref-
erences of Kiratas, wvhose original have was in hima-

leyan slopes and In the mountains of easst Assam. But

9. John Buttler beliews that the people in plains

uged to call the persons living in the hills liagas.
Some other writters hovever, believe that the word
Naga hes been derived from the Sangkrit vord lNag
which means a snake, But the Hagas did not themse-
lves knov thst they were the decendents of the sna-
ke spirit, Hence it is not convincing that the Magas
are the descendents of shakes, L.W. Shokespear and

Robert Reld think that the vord Naga is deformed Hindi

word of langa, meening naked, A Greek scholar of se-
cond century A.D.ptolemy holds the same vie. He has
referred to the Napps as Haonglong, which means naked
people. According to Hdlecombe and Psal the term Haga
has its origin in the word ¥ok which means folk and
as the Naga people used to live in groups, they came
to be knovn a8 Naga later on, This view of Holcomb
and psal gpjears to be logicel and nearest the truth,

See also, journal of Apnlied soclology, history of
Upper Assam, Upper Burma end North-east frontier, The
Ao liaga tribes of Assam,

10.H.B.Rowney,(1932) The Wild Tribes of Indis,.(London)
?Po 167’700

11.-.K.Chatterjee,(1950) Kirates Napa-~iirit "Journal of
Royel Asiatic Joclety of Lengal, Vol.16,lc.2(Calcutta)
PP 22



most of the sd¢holars ‘do not subscribe to the view

that the Eiratas were none else than the ¥agas,

The Nagas have scme legends and.stories .of
their origin, The Chekhesang, Sema,hengma and Lotha
believe that the first Haga came out of stone in a
place known as Khezkeno&i. Thus as the Thristians
believe that Adanm and Eve wvere the first to come on
the ecarth and that later their sons and daughters
spread all over the world. The llagas think bhat the
firct Naga, vhd came out of the stone gave birth to
severalsons, who left their original ploces of birth
'and vent avay to different places to settle, There
is s8till enother legenfl in Hagaland wvhich supggest
that the first MNaga emerged from a la&g. These stories
and the legends do not, however, scem to very convincing
because they are bated on superstition and rcligl cus
belief,

It thus appears that there is a lot of coun-
troversy regearding the origin of thu Nzgas., But the
vicw which states that the Negas belong to the Indo-

Mongolld race appears to be vary near to the truth,

12. M.Alemchiba,(1970) A Brief Historical Accgount of
¥agalond,(Kohlima), p.22,

13. T.C.Hondson,{(1970) Lome_liggs g ang
tlons, Yolklore, Vol.21(lonasn),ss. 29




. SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF NAGA TRIBES
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This‘is simply because the Naga people did not come
to this part of India from very far off land, Some of
the people living in the pdains fromother side of the
Himalaya might have come to this part and mixture
produced the Nagas, Hence it will be more appropriate

1%
to say that the Nagas belong to Indo-mongolold race.

The history of how the Naga tribes came pre-
ciesel& to occupy their present position has of course
passed into the dim obscurity. Bowever, it does not
appezar that the llagas have been living in this area
with the allied tribes of Nagas like Karen Zhan,Chin,
Singpho and others, who hsve come from the western
China settled 1in Bur;g. G.K.Chatterjee believedthat
these Indo-mongoloid group of people came to India
in tenth century B.C. and confin?g themselves only

to the liorth-eastern part of India.

According to J.HE.Hutton, the legends of the
Aotz snd Semas glve those tribes a more or less autow

17
chthomous origin, Though these legends of the race

o

14, B.5.C0uha,(1944) "iacial elements in the gggg;gtégg,”
Pamohlets _on Indian Affairs, ¥o,22.(O0xford),p.3.

15. 8.K.Chatterjee, Rgf£1§0.11.p.1h5.

16, Idbid.

17, J.R,Hutton ' Tales {agas "Folk lore"Vol.26
(1926) pp.371-94,



uhich have been given local values, the othsr Naga
tribes too have their own legends of their emergence.
The reasons ars not far to seek that there tribes were
not inhabitating this 1&nd(§¥§§ immemorial. Because
the terrain is so rugged and unproductive, that

the people cannot think of settling'there in normal
circumstances, Most of the scholars believe that

originally the lazga came from central Aslg. These
people of centrel Asia were known as now Chinescey
Chinang tribes, They first came to north-west border
of China many centuries before the Christian ers and
later on these tribes spread over to china, Indonesia,
Philippines, Bhutan,Burma and Nagalalg. This 18 evident
from the faoct that the Nagas bear similarity with some
tribel groups such as Dyaks, and Honyaks, the tribal
people of Indonesis znd Phliligpines., Smith is of the
view that the Haga belong to the same blaod vhich is

found in the people of Burma,zgikkim,ahutan end other

hilly ardas of North-esst India,

Different Naga tribes came to lagaland after

crossing the Irravaidi and the Chindwin rivers of Burma,

18. W.A.Holcombe,(1964) Lxploratién suryey in the Haga
Hilis(Iondon), p.%.

19. &ikim ond Bhutten, p.7. Also ste Burma census Heport
of 1911,»n.252.

20. zéc.Smitn,(1925) 2o Nagas tribes of Asspm( London)pp.153-
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Gome of them came throuagh the Mao gap snd spread

south vhere the other Naga tr%bes spread north wards,
The Lotha traditions say thathnce occupied the coun-
try, whioh is nowv of Angaml. The Ao broke off from
Lotha stock and went north, and as the Angamis »>ressed
in their rear the lotha followed sult, going first

west then crossing the Dyang at Leaghtimukh and spreading
up to the Ao’country and going north east towards Jdema
country. Lven nov they point to Lotha Genna stones
errected dn long deserted and tree grown hills to the
south of the Dayeng as maizing the sites of their formers
homes. They also remembered stories of the great lotha
Chief Pemvo who led them against the angamis. And 1t

is possible that the migration of part of the Hengmas

to the Hengmez hills in Golaghat was partl, the result

of the north-eastward pressure of Lotha migration,

After great struggle these tribes occupied
di fferent pockets of Naraland, Atpresent Angami occupy
the northern asnd western parts of Xohima, with XKohima
town as there centre, While the north western part of
Kohime is inhablited by the Hengmas, The south west is
patronised by the Zelisngs and Kukis who extend into

Hanipur in the south, Chakessng and Pochury occupied
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Phek district of Hagaland. Aos are concentrated in
Mokokehung district, lothas in Wokha district and Sema
in the Zunheboto, Tuensang the most under developed
district, has its northern portiog occupied by the
Konyaks. Now this tribe 1s divided into two groups,

one ha: gonc to Mon district that is knowvn as lower
Konyak and in Iuensang district group known as Upper
Konyak. The remaining portion of the Tuensang district
is occupied by the Phoms Changs, Khanyungens, Yimchungrs,
Sengta's, Mon district is inhabited by the lower Konyak

and some other small Naga tribes( see Map Hos~/0 ).

Thus the Yaga have a chequered history. The
prioitive Nagas must be appreciated for their local
self government, which was based on customary laws,
though fights head hunting wars, rivalries and petty
trival feuds very much prevailed among them. Now a
days the Nagas belleve the such virtues as unity at
the time of outside invasion, obedience to elders or
chieftains, peaceful settlemcnt of their guarrels and

faith in customs and tradition,

Loclety:

The structure of the Naga soclety is basically

rural in charascter, Although the tribes are different
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in many way, they share things in common.Zhey
(almost)all 1live in villmges, which vary in sizes as
some contains as many as thousand houses while other
not more than fifteen, The village are often bullt on
the top of isolated hills, this is tecause in old

days the people vere constently at war with one another
and vwvanted to watch thelr enemy approaching. Hence

the Hagas prefered to live on the spur of the Hills.
and many villages are still so situated., Many villages
have a dormitary for the young unmarried men and .
called "Morung". It {s the house where strict discipline
is maintained and i& also a recreation centre, Morung
is considered to be an important educational political
and sccial institution. liere the youths of the tribss
are taught lesson in discipline and what is expected

of them in working for the common gogé.

The family is the fundamental unit of society
in wvhich the father 15 the head of the family. A son
sets up a separate family after getting married. Whereas
daughter goes to another clan leaving her original clan

on mgrriage, The clan comprises a group of consanguineous

21. As0s0 Yonuo,(1974) The Rising Nagas, (New Delhi) p.11.
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fanilies descended from a common ancestor by whoze home
the clan is knovn on tho patrilineal and exogamic line,
Then a nuabor of clans (csgblnad topether compose a well
defined village)occupying a definite permanent area with
sovereignty and finally a2 tribe by a number of villages

22
of the same discendantr.,

A peculiar form of slavery exists among the
Nagag, which is different from its conventional sense
and value. In that the claves mortly f{rom the poor family
are purcnasvd/are vell treated an? also considered almost
as mcmbers of the femily, However, the Wages admit that
men are not equal in congenial endovarnt as such the
ruling of rational superior to les rational superior is a

23
natursl lav,

WHaga life in pracdtice is not com-itted to
non-violence as &n zbnolute wvay of life. Fighting or
v ar aggolnst outsliders is sujocsed by Mlagas 1ike Greeks
to be amatrix of civilization and survival of mankigg.
It is a notural guality and nececssity of human existance

and advancement, I., holds the society together even

22, Ibid. p.11.
23. Ibid. p.1h.
2%, Ibid p ,2%.
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non-violence gnd peace to be a matter of ethos, As a
result the institution of head hunting hac been entre-
nched in the MNagas, with as much as professional case,
if not the objective of worship end depositors of
sanctity. The reasons, however, mingled with supersti-
tion and social position are that it ensure good harvest
if the blond of enemy head could be sprinkled over thelr
ficlids. Gecondly, the man vho tckes an enemy head is
entitled either for marriage or a seat in the village
Council and thus ls affirmed an honourabls position in
the soclety and finally, the remcving and perserving

the head of the mankind in the var as a proof of zuccess

oYer the enemies,
14

It must be remembered however, that it was
predominantly this head hunting war that had divided
Nagas intc a number of small disunited soverelgn inde-
pendent village statis. ¥ hose people inviolsontely recog-
nise that the; were the same discendents embeded in
basic common calture. et t-ese fractricidal head hunting
vars had become 5o invariably wstating, that they brought
their civilization Lo g¢rief ani disaster. ieallsing the
aftermath animicm or shamanism has shifted from sancti-

fication of kead hunting to out right tabooing of head
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hunting. The forgoing are the main characteristics

feature of the life and culturs of the lagas.

Political System:

Traditiopally, there are lm=ense diversi-
ties so for sn ind%éenous political institutions in
Nagaland are concerned, The Political organigations
differ from tribe to tribe. Howevor, the permanent
political institution have been the covereign village

states which have different forms of government,

The politicul institutions amon; the Lemas
Konyaks, !laos and Tangkhil<s arc hercditary chieftainship.
All nolitical snd administrative organizations a re under
the control of the chiefs. The office of the chieftain-
ship passes to the eldest son on the death of his father.
If the chie: dies vithout a male issue, the chieftainship
goes to the ncarest descendent, In the village states,
the ¢'.lef and his family members form and aristocracy
in the literal scnge of th vord, t®ing (poszible ovwing
to better nourishment and the habit of command) physi-

25
cally, moraelly 2nd intellectually the best of the community.

25, J.8.Button(1971) The feme Ha_as, (London).p.150.
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Among the Semas each villages has a2 council
{Chochomi) to asnist the chief in administration, But
in some villages, Chochomi can be regarded as runners
for the office of the chieftainship, They are nominated
by the chlef from different clans., Generally in some
villgges Chochomi has only & secondary plzece in the
nolity of the village, The chief has to direct the vill-
age in vor end declde either by himself or in consultat-
ion with hirs council members, All guestion: of relations
betveen his ovn and noighbourin, villages. Theoretically,
the chief is the muster of all 1.ndc vithin his jurisdi-
ction, but the individuel right over land are also re-
cognized, llo trensaction of lund con be done vithout
the Knowledge of the chief, The chiefl exerclses pover
in all social and »olitical orgonization and acts as
Judge together with his councillors, in the settling
of all kinds of d%syutesf/ﬂmong the ..ema Nagas, the
disputes are settled by oath, The Lvearer bits the tiger's

tooth in the c:3e of old disputes, In the cuse of land,

the sweasrer bits gsoil ec oath, the suearcr bites with
the declaration. If 1 don't remain faithful to my promise,
I and ny clen are as good as dead;(vhile)alive it 15 taboo
to be eguil to him, l1ike unto a rotten gourdvine unto

decayed ayeshu, unto decayed chuileaf,
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So nust we perish, and before that I can eat
of this years' rice let me dfg. In the oaths given by
the chief, Lt i3 essential that the swearing should take
place vwith the face tovards thé sun set which signifies
that if he took a false oath his life will perish like
the getting sun, The chief r.ceived fre: labour from
all the villagers for twelve days in a year and herm.of

every animal killled by his villagers.

The fngami and ﬁenamas have similar type of
political institution, ilthough the village 15 regardsd
as the unit of political and social 1life, the real unit
of social organigation is basel on age group which
controls the village affairs, «mong the age group people
choose one or two persons, vho are skilful in diplomacy,
have shovn bravery in war, or possess wealth in the form
of land, cattle etc. and have the capacily to control
the village affairs to cct az the chief of the village
celled Pehuma or pichua, Among the Rengmas the persons
chosen to act as the chief ond settle csses in the
villages with the help of the elders is called Peshukedagu
or Rekhanva, .Sjmong the Lothas, the chief 18 called
Ekhung, who is normally choosen from the sge group and act

as the political head of the village. But Bkhung exercises

26. Ibid. pp.166-167,
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his authority' through the ccuncil members, elected from
among the people of different soclel status called
Ephyoesan, imong the Angamis, declding disputes relating
to customs would be and still 1s referred naturally to
the old man of the clan, and the decision of the old men
in regard to the matter is more or les: final, Questions
of facl are usuall; decided by oath concluding with the
formula. If, I lie in what, I now say then between
heaven and earth, let me not grow likc other men, but
let becone as ruin, as burnt out flre, us rotted twins,
A percon asccused of any crime against the social code
is fined. The diaputes are settled by oath even among the
Lothas, They bite tigers tooth in the cuse of old or
l;ng st-nding disputez wvhersas in l2nd disputes, they
bite so0ll fixed with come of hir hairs with the follo-
wing declarztion.,”" If my promise 1s not true, I will
get coantloss diseases likc my hairs and I will die
beforc eating of this yerr's crosl In some case, thay
accept the majority decisions of th council memerss.
(Ephyo4£san§?

The ~o0s have a democratic form of village
government in vhich a sizeable number of council members

called “"Tatar" elected from the different clens forms

D, 145,

[

27. J.H.hutton,(1921)_The Angami Nagas,( London},
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the council of ministers called ('Putu-Mendenj. The
council of ministers controls the socisl and political
administration of the village states., The main task

is to lay douwn laws and rogulations for socigl and poli-
ticul administtation of tnelvillage states, This council
includes elected men(Tatars) belonging to the eldest

" age group representing all the clans living in the
village, Putu-Menden has four sub-offices, they are
Tazungpur, Unger or ungbo, Chindengodeny or Senyim and
Mapangagg. The members of the Putu-Menden are responsible
lor the administration and also the preservation of
'customary lavs which are handed down from one generat-
ion to another, The members of Putu-Menden vacote thelr’
offices priocdically, ylelding place to new groups from
time to time. Like other Naga tribes, the Acs also settle

the disputes by oath,

Thangkul vlllage chlief sxercises a great deal
of authority called"Awunga" s title e-uivalent to the
bnglish kig%. He 18 elected from the dominant clans in
the village. The villiage has a council c¢alled 'Hangva'

and ir responsible for village cdministration, The members

28.(f@fi.L.Aier:K1967) Ao Nagn Social snd Custompery
Censrlory( fohima).p.k.

29, ¥, Horm,(1977) Sgei Caltu ife of Na
(New Delhi), p.76.
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of the council are usuclly elected from the clans to
reprezent the particualar clan. The chief and the council-
lors decide the disputes in the village, but "almost

all disputes and differences between families belonging
te the same clan aré as far as possible decided by the

30
clan elders.

In the Naga soclety, the chief directly deals
with foreigners wvhenever they come to visit the Naga
village, Traditionally, he must first meet the chief
at his residence., The chief then cnquires about the
main object of his visitand after full deliberation,
the strangers are permitted to stay in the village.

The chief usu.ll; swmaons the counclil members to d4ls-
cuss the matter =nd gave his finsl decision, The same
proce:cs is followed in allowing the foreigners to go
back to their native villagss, They (Naga) live with
nature, without elaborate standing policemen, Judgos and
prisons wnder a village government with 1little autho-
rity., This form of goverrnment we may describe as a

sort of Naga anarchism in absence of a measure of per-
mancnt existance of a Government with forgl. It is

a political system vhich governs least and in which

30. Ibid. p.80
31. Yonuo At0s0,(1974%) Rising Nages( New Delhi).p.18.
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every man follows his concience and respects the rights
of others so as to have peaceful relationship in the

community.

It shows that due to isolation they have
adopted thelr own away of life which was quite apart
from the main stream of society in the country, Partly
because of isolation and partly because of thelr limited
world outlook characterised by overall traditions
orientation, they are integrated in terms of certain
age old practices rooted in the vast. These integrative
themes and a special cultural forces as it has been
obgserved by distinguished anthrojclogists have glven thenm
a separate cultural identity, and they often possess
latent or manifest value attitude end motivational
system, which are remarkazbly different for them a series
of tangled problem of social economic and cultural
adjustment and finally political consciousness to iden-
tity.

Although the Nagas are the most politicized
tribes of the North-east Indla since the early twventieth
century becéuse ef thelr politicization they attained
statehood from the Naga Hills district of Assem, %With

the advancement of education and reform . the Nagas



became politlically more conciocus., Broadly spesking
the Nagaland political transition may be divided into
the following phases:

(1) 1918-46 1.e. right from the formative
phase of the first Kaga gociety called ﬁaga club in
1918 till February 1946, The year of the form-action
of the Naga National councll vhich was an outcome of
the Naga club angd Tribal councils, Thiz phase is

characterised by the beginning of ncw political aspirants,

(11) 194763, This phase may be regerded sas
the most criticel period on the eve of Indian Independence
Day on 15th August 1947, the Haga had alsc declared
themselves to be sovercign state on 1hth August 1947,
This periocd can be noted as the periocd of blocod shed,
which‘at least partially stopped and on December 1st
1963, Nagelend was granted statehood.

(111) The third phase started from 1964-75 which
is cherescteriscd by two prlnclpaléQEntsb‘viz. the
s8lgning of cease fire betvween under ground Hages and
Government of India on September 6, 196k, VWhich ended
in September 1975 by signing of fhillong Accord. It das
the beginning of an era of peace in Nagaland, Which is
characterised by peace and division of political ideolo-

gles i.e. the emergence of National socialist council
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of Hagaland led by Muivah and Issak. It may be noted
that this phase is one of the worst phase, vhich hom-
pered the soclo-econocmic development in Maegaland due

32
to the political problems.

It also shows that the Kaga politicization
heave resulted into gap between the poor and an emerging
rich class, Though the anligntenﬁd few in urban areas
are benefitted out of the new development but the face
of the countr: side bas not changed, The rural areas
development is much more important, as 90% of the
population of Nagaland lives in 800 vlliages (census
of India 1971) than any other aspects of development
in Nagaland, This 1is the most challenging task necessi-
tating immediate attention right from the grass root

level,

It can be concluded here that in the early
stages of lnsurgency the whole Na:a tribes were suppor-
ting the insurgent movement (It vas because they were
loyal to their social organisation which decide to
participate in any particular activity or not). After

32. Muivah and others, Manifesto to %hg N,&8.C,N, Jan,
318t. 1980, 4lso see ~sdilbedon:Nirmal, (1978)
Nagalengd the Night mare oi v ierillas, (Hew Deihl).



1975, (Shillong Accord) vwe find thet some of the

tribes started disengaging themselves from the movement,
for example Ao Nagas, who vere the main participants

in the beginning, but slowely and gradually started
leaving and sssimilated themselvesz in the development
process of the state, ©ame can be attributed to the
other tribes also., Yet some elements of tribal

support to the insurgents movement cannot be ruled

out, though it cannot be pinpointed.
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NAGA_INSURGENCY

It is understandable that the study of insurgency
and insurgentshas of prime interest to séholars as wvell
as to politicians and military men, Virtually, every as-
pect of the insurgency proce¢ss has been conslidered. Thepe
remains one element, howvever, that has not received
adequate attention, This is the geographical perspective
in the evolution and defination of insurgency. There 18 7
definite distinction between secesslionist movaments,/re-
bellions, revolution and national revolution, Secession-
ist movement or (insurgency), sué¢h as those of the Nagas
in 1950's wvas the attempt of one region of the country to

secede, S8imilar to this vas of in- Ameriecs: during ths
Civil War 1861-65 and 1967-69 situation of Nigerla(Blafra).

A rebellion 18 locally oriented ang often of
only limited political objective. Overthrov of the entire
Government, or secession from the state is not part of
its objective., Revolution on the other hand is directed
towards the overthrovw of the entire national political
structure and Government, The distinction between revo-
lution and secessionist is not in their objectives, but

in the involvement of nation population, Revolution often
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i8 characterized by political struggles among elites.
By contrast, insurgency consciocusly attempt to involve
entire population in thelr csuses, Their objectives
are not merely to replace the existing leadership of
the state but drastically alter the form of government
(and often the structure of the soclety itself), as in
China in 1949 or Cuba in 1959, It s this pattern that
15 characteristic of todsy's insurgent era and it is
the secessionist movement that is the objective of the

present analysis,

Ho insurgency is identlical to another(when one
compares suéh documented revolutions ss those in China,
Oreece, Philipoines, Malays, Indo#nesia and Cuba), except
to capture the centrg}? a territorial base within-
the stat;. They have also demonstrated the critical role
of certain pre-requistes like historical background
favourable terrain, sympathetic population,self sufficient
economftngor communicatio%. Though the individual
exploitation and contribution varies from stage to stage
and from insurgency to insurgency, the ilmportance of
pre-conditions to start a succeagful insurgency cannot

be disputed,

1. R.W.Mccoll,(1969) h 8 S e 2 3
a y AAAG(Annals, Assoclation of American

Geographers) p.61%,
2. Ibidg.



Broadly spesking, factors that are necessary
for insurgency to develop in a particular area are
the geogrephical conditions {.e. rugged terrain, thick
foresta, land bound borders with passable obstacles,
negotiable internal barrier and a land-scape of rural
riverine or delta typ%. Lowv mountains with temperate
climate, flora and fauna springs and streams that provide
cover, ford, water and freedom from endemic diseases go
a long way in sustalning the insurgent activity. Blessed
with these atiributes the geography of NHagsland and
Horth Burma has greatly influenced the tribal insurgents
groups, like the Nagas, Shans, Kachins,l(arens, etc./to
survive for well over three decades despite continuous

‘eheck by respective security forces(India and Burma).

The incompatibilites providing the roots for
insurgency always operates in combination of factors.
They are so interlocked that it becomes difficult to
extraet each from the imbroglic for adequate and meaning-
ful analysis, For fnstance, British tnfluence gave a
spurt to group aspiration causing political dissension,
Naga inertness, religious fantaticism, linguistlc

antagonism led to the emergence of strong centrifugal

tendenciesa',(see also chapter II).

3. V.X. Anand,(1980) conflicts ip Nagalangd. pp.6-10.



Not to spesk of centrifugal tendencies which
has given the i1dea to the minority for separation from
the main land and create a tension withinbst.at.e. But
political and 1deolog1cal factors also threatend the
status quo and initiatef geographical chang:. This change
was not underatood by the Indian government after the
departurs of the British, which has generated uncertain-
ties Lgevalue the authority's representation and enhance

the insurgent 1lmage,

the pre-re¢quistes discussed earlier had

provided the field conditions that pertially determined_
the state of insurgency in Nagaland,%ut to constitute
a full scale insurgency there were certain other ele-
ments, These intanglble elements wers like charismatic
leaderahip of Japio Phizo, popular cause of freedon,
goal of independence, alm of democracy and ideology
based on religion, and British morsl help and encoura-
gement made the people's involvements in the struggle.
The various arms and smmunitions dumps left during the
Burma war further enabled this partisangroup to take

up to the arms see also chapter II).

4. Richard,Muir,(1975) Hoderp Pplitical Geogrpphy
(London}, p.i10.
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Insurgency in Nagaland can be divided into three
broad phases, that iaiﬁéuild up phase that led the crea-
tion of forum from wkere such political conseiousneas
resulted in the emergence of leadership,(ii) The commen-
cement of the political phase :, markaé by the transfor-
nation of the forum into a political party. Later deve-
lopment saw the formation of several tribal Council
such as lotha Tribal council (1923) and All Tribal Coun-
cil in 1928, However in 1945 the laga Eills District
Tribal Council was formed, Which was changed to Nega
National Council (NNC) in 1946 at the Wokha gession,

The HNC gave a sense of political unit,; to laga tribes

and introduced the concept of Naga Nationhood. On the
other hand Government policies wvere formulated .and
necessary initial measures were taken, The comwencement
of military phaese vhich was initiated by guerilla actions
in 1956 and follovwed by mobile operationspthird éhase).

The development of this problem in Nagaland had
deep root in ftself, In the beginning of the tventieth
century ,the Naga Hills district had slready become an
integral part of British India. The Nega psople had also



reconciled to this fact. The first World War{ 191%-18)
brought significant changes in the Nagas, The Hagas
who vent .to France brought back horrified accounts as
to how the great civilised nation fought for their ends
and 1ntereatg. The intercourse among the different
Nagas of different tribes in France, far from their
home, fostered mutual love, service and sense of
political unity. This manifested itself in their verbal
resolution to return to thelr home landg, they would
vork for friendship and unit} anong themselves, They
had also decided that they would also give up their
veakness like head hunting and village feuds., It was
this spirit which spear: headed an upsurge of the

Faga netionalist movement, But the Naga demand for a
geparate and distinect status for their hill districts
had originated mainly after the second worid war, when
nefotiation were going on for granting independence to
India. But the idea of according special status to the
Naga hill area was mooted as early as 1929, vwhen the
Simon Commission had visited Kohimg.

5. Asoso, Yono,(1974) The.Ris agag, A Historical end
Political Study, (New Delhi), p.46.

6.{GEIVIN, 3, (1958) M
hillong) pp.t1-21.




After the end of the second vorld war in 194§,
the Naga leaderfagein started the movement for a special
status for the Naga hills district as distinct froé
India, In the post war period the labour party heeaded
by Attlee, came to power in Britain, His Government
vas in favour of granting independence to India. This
very fact prompted'the\jﬁgcated Nagas, who in February
1946 hed e‘; Nage club into a social and
prlitical organisation known as Hega National Council
td put forwsrd the demand for = soecial status for the
Nage hills districz. This NiC had been organised primarily
to enlist the active support of the British officers
for soclial, economic political and cultural developments
of the Nagss. But soon this orgenisation developed
into a political party. This was evident wvhen the cabinet
mission came to India to prepare ground for granting
independence to India, The Nage National Council submi-
tted a four point memorandum on 19 January, 1946 which
vas as follows:

a) This Haga National Council stands for the
solidarity of Naga tribes, including those in the un-

administrated areas.

7. Eeport of the Indian Statutory Commission(1930)
( London )l. P .750



b) This Council strongly protest against deing
included in Assam,

¢) The Naga hills should be constitutionslly
included in an sutonomous Assem in a free India, with
locel sutonomy and due safeguaprds for the interests of
the Nagas and

d) The Naga tribes should have a separate

electoratg.

It was thus obvious that the Nagas in the beginning
did not wish to form an independent state of their own.
They just wanted some autonomy in matters of local
adoinistration. This attitude ,however,soon changed. As
per the four point memormdum submitted by HHC to cabinet
mission, it seems (according to author) that the Govern-
ment of India had always sald the same., The stand taken
h by the llaga extremists, then suggests that they were
merely attumpting to take maximum advantage of British
withdravl and partifion of the sub-continent, The Kaga
dissidents then, probably were aware of their minority
position (politically speaking) and low popularity
among the various Naga tribes, The armed struggle, then

8. The Naga Mation,(194%6) Vol.I No.II pp.2-5.



only suggests that this aminority group was attempting
to seige political pover through finsurgency. £o0 in
the beginning of 1947, they started clamouring for an
independent status for the Negg hills area.

The Haga National Council submitted a memorandunm
on 20 February 1947, to the British Government which
expressed the misgiving that "a constitution drawn up
by the people who have no knowledge of the Naga hills
area and the Naga peopl%". It will ®» quite unsuitable
and unacceptable to the Naga people. They also mentioned
that their unique system of the life will be wiped out
vith forty crores of Indians, as thair strength is only
one crolg. The Naga National Council made an appesal to
the British Government and the Covernmest of India to
set up mn Interim Covernment for the Ngga people for
a period of ten years. At the end of wvhich the Nagas
should be free to choose the form of Government they
likgzl. On 19 May, 1947 the Naga National Council again
submitted enother memorandum, clarifying that the ten
yoears interim Government might be a government of Naga

people with full power over the adminlstratlion exceept

9. Eagﬁ H&Q&g};, Feb-’ 19“7,‘101.".}30.17. 9903.70
10, Ibid,
11, Ibid



freon
D
M —

12
its defence., Two days later on 21st May, 1947 they

again issued a statement, in which they said "the
Nagas vho vere determined not to allow themselves to be
involved in a divided and chaotic India are prepared
to declare their own independence and can only think
of entering into a ten years treaty with an independent
assed.

The Indian lcaders tried to pac@iﬁjjhtha people,
As early as August 1946, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
then Presgident of the Indian Natiocnal Congrese/wrote
a long letter to Shakharie, the secretary of the NNC,
with a view of removing the doubts and suspeclofi> of
of some Naga legders about the status and future of
the hill districts in free Indie. He sald, "that the
Naga territory is too small to be an independent state.
It 1ies between the two huge countries of India and
Chins, It will not be posgssible for the British Govern-
ment to hold on the Naga hills or any part of it. lore o
over the poople of the Naga hills are backvard and they
need considerable help from the free India for their

12, Constitution Assembly Debates, Vol, VII¢ No,1
Opociﬁ.pp. 132‘1 33-

13. Assen Tribune(CGauhati), 22 May, 1947,
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development, They would be isolated between India

and China, Inevitably therefore, Naga Hill must fomm
a part of India and of Assam with which it has deve-
loped such close association, At ths sgame it is our
policy thag tridbal areas should have as much freedem
and autonomy as possible, so1§hat they con live accor-

ding their customs and desires.”

He also sald that a spscial department will be
opened in the state as well as in the centre which, would
loock after the welfare and interests of the tribal
areds,

Pandit Noehru's constructive approach, however
could not break the ice and the Nagas continuedAtheir
agitationg for an Interinm Government, The British Govern-
ment was also unable to entertain the demand of the
Nagsa leade;g. Though few British officizls in the Nags
Hills had esrlier suggested to conyert this ares as

& crown colony or a Trust territory, but the labour .

1k, M. Alemchiba(1970) A Brief Historieal scocount of
w. P?-‘“'167o

15. Ibid,

16, B . Mankékar,(1967) On_the S1lippery Slops in Nagalend

Bombay) p.40.



Government in England was not in mood to open this
complicated issue at the time of their withdrawl from
Indlg. Hence, they (British) simply kept silent on the
representation of the Hagss, The efforts of Andrew Clow,
the thenGovernor of Assam, to make them understand the
futility of thelr demend fgiiéawas unsuecessful., He
stated that a separate state or even a sepsrate province
for theu was not a practicable preposition., If they
insisted to get {t, they would remain psor and backward
end would sven locse some of ?gs inadequate serviee

they were enjoying at that time., He therefore)advised

the Nagas to have an understanding lith the people.of
Asgem and live with in the Indian Unigg. The advise of
Andrew (clov did not change the Negas attitude to have
interim Government, Kven/some extremist demanded com-

plete independence,

Sir akbar Hyderi, the then Governor of Assam,
was instructed by the Government of India to find out

possible solution to eonclude an agreement with them

Y

17. Regingld Coupland, (19%3) The Future of Indig(london)

PP. 16465,
18. V.V.Rao(1976)  Century P -
W(Delhi)-wﬂﬁ—wg.

19. Ibid.
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regarding the status of the Naga Hills district. After
long discussions with the Naga National Council leaders,
51y Akbar Hydari reached at nine point agreement in

June 1947,.(sce Appendix -No.1). which came toégncwn as

the Hydari Agreemeﬁg. Unenimity over these articles

vere almost reached, but,when the question of inter-
pretation of the ninth point came up, thc trouble started,
In fact thefé vere two sectlons among the Nagas, modera-
tes and extremist, The moderate interpreted the agree-
ment in the right form, whercaes the extremist wuere

adament to have assurance from the Indian government

for complete independence after the expiry of ten years,
The provisions of the agrecmédnt was put to vote in the
NHC and the majority accepted fl. But the extrimist

under the leagership of Phigo remained dissatisfied.

Their disatisfaction prevented the Kagas from coming to
definite understanding with the Indian Government, Natura-
11y,when, there was no meeting point, the illydari Agreement

could not be implemented.

But the Indian leaders vere ready to accommodate

the demands of the Nagas as far as possible in the

20. Ibid.
21. The Naga Nation, Vol.I. Ho,31, June 1947. np.5-10.
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constitution. An Advisory committee was set up under

the chalrmanship of G,Bordoleoi the then Cbief Minister

of Assam, to agsess and advise on the future admini-
stration of the tribals and excluded areas, inhabited

by the hill people, He recommended the middle path,

after assessing the situation., All the tribes of ths
provinees other than Assam, vhether living in the plains
or in the partially excluded tracts, should as a whole
should be treated as mlnoritf. Tnege areas must therefore
be treated separately from t he regi.

Cn the basis of the rew smendation of the Bardolot
Committee, the sixth schedulaﬂ/of the Indisn constitution
wag mede, which partially met the Haga demands to manage
those affalirs that concerned them, In a way the Naga
demand of autonomy in cultural, religlous and econoalc
matters vere met. The Nagas wére given the District
Council and regional Council and representation in the
Government of Assam, The founding fathersof the Indian
constitution had expected that the creation of the
District Council and Reglonal Councll would give the

22, Constituéent issembly Debates Vol.VII.No.I Appendix 'C!
Heport of the Sub-conmittee on North-Eestern Frontler

Tribal and excluded Areas Part II, 1948, p».132-33.



Nagas a sense of participation in the administration
and they would gredually come within the main stream

23
of India,

These expectations of the Indian leaders/however/
vere not based on a reallistic assessment of the situation
existing 1In Nagaland at that time, The Nagas, far from

being satisfied with the provisions of Indian Constitution,
became all the more irritated and disatlisfied, The Hagas

had been demanding a Government of their own, of course
within the Indian union for the time being but contrary

to their expectatloné/they were tagged with Assam, which
they had considtently opposed., They felt that they had

been betraygg. Indian s8ide, it vas such he said as no

Naga could have wititten, "Nehru's views was that the very
ides of independence vaes a pilece of mischief planted

in the simple Naga soul by some of the Eritish administrator
and the missionary, and he apparently suspected thaet -
foreign hands were still behind ti® Naga positlgg. Soon
after the attitude was clearly expressed by the Assam

vnief Minister who blamed the Baptist missionaries for

I

23. AoCo Banerjee(197‘f) A 11614 »)9t3
Vol.IV(Calcutta) pp. 225-257.
24, Assam Tribune(Gauhati) 23 Jun, 1948.

25. Javaharlal Nehru's Speeches, Vol.II,op.cit.pp.491-93.




abetting "a foreign conspirady to separate the Naga
Hills frompgndia and retain it a3 an lmperialist

strongholdsé¥$%7

With the decision of the Indian Government the
point of cyliision became the only alternctive.Finding
every other wgy closed, their demands refuscd and
ignored, the Naga National Council took a leaf out of
ths €8ngress book and tried €ivil disobedience., A
campalgn wos launched for non-cooperations with the

Government in the development sehemes which was Jdst

beginning, end for non-payment of taxes, teachers and
children withdrawn from schools, village headmen resigned
their officlal responsibilities, The dislident: and
extremist tagas, therefore succeeded in creating a
feeling of subjugation and exploitation.,This anti-Indian
feeling was deleberately alloved to grow, It ultimately
culminated in hostility against India and underground

activities were started.

Manifestations:

Phizo operated skiilfully that one by cne all tribes
will be involved in the sgruggle. They had taken decision
that all the tribes should support their leader's decision

26, Asian Recorder, Vol.VIII Ho.12 March 19-12,1962 p.317-62.



unanimously, There were some agas who were not accept-
ing the leadership of Phizo (@ecause!of violent mezns)
were bound bdy. "o thelr traditions ,Ldrowned their dissie

dent 's voice.

1

The extremist. in Nagaland twisted every event
to propogate their cmuse for example when the executlive
Committee got the assurance in February 1963, for the
negothation, the extremist started propogating the
people thag &n agreement hed bezn reached on the disso-
lution of the Interim bogg. There was no broadeasting
station in Nagsland and hence}rumours had a currancy
which Government of India did not havej by which the
extremist confused the villagers. Even the most distant
and paﬁhitive Hagas of Tuensang could not eceape the
spell of the extremists propaganda. Phizolit is alleged,
visited the Konysks and other tribesmen along the
border of Burma on numerous occassions and succeded
in motivating them, lie also enlisted a large numbsr
of those, who vere prepared to join any fray that pro-
mised head huntiggbgg regain the esura of their past,
The most powerful and pdvanced tridbe (Angamis) almost

27. The Times of India (Mew Delhi) 23 February, 1963.
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rallied behind him cut of triagi and religious loyality.
The majority of the next progressive Acs, who were also
predominantly €hristians had no cheice but to join the
struggle as the religions appeared to be in danger, The
demas also rallied around Phizo to merely satisfy thelr
hunger for violence. ‘he remalning tribes, namely Chak;sanz
lotha, Chang, “angtam, Zeleang, Hengua, shom esnd others
dld not give the second thought and plunged themselves int:
tné struggle. Those who cherished psace had perished,

Yor the first time, the Kagas who for centuries
had no contact with the people of neighbouring village
joined hands for the cause of perceived independence,
This unanimous development in one of the most 1nh6991-
table area of the world was perhaps s most notable achi-
evement of the insurgents. The llaga youth already nad
all the inherent bttributes of a }1ghtemznd’reﬁuiréa no
training or experience to learn thgthard vay. The tra-
ditionally blind faith of the Nagas in their top brass
resulted in unguesticned acceptence of vhat they sald.
While the naked display of their military power instilled
confidence in their ultimate victory. The yearning for
head hunting helped the Junlior leaders to enforce their
own laws ruthlessly. By presenting a programme and

manifesto that tickled every Naga's(aroused)aspiration,
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their leadership crshed on their state of mind, Host
of the Nagas thus motivated and some compeliled to
develop faith in the political wing and support teo the
miltant Naga.

The rise of liaga insurgency to militery super-
macy is a sordid account of ignorance and obstgncy of the
extremist Nags leaders., On the other hand unrealistie
appreciation and inadequate responses on the part of
suthorities, The anti national activities of Phizo and
Naga hational €Gouncil made the Government of India to
think seriously about the problem of Nagas. Consequently
the government put a number of restriction on the acti-
vities of the extremist., Since Phizo was the ring leader
of the antinational activities, the Indian Government
issued a warrant against him with the rummours of the
imminent arrest of the Naga National Council leader,
Almost ev.ry one who had some position of responsibility
went underground. The arrest of some people only confirmed

the fears expressed by the extremists,

The search of village Khoncma in May 1953 scared
people still further and more of them found it safer to
go underground, Such a development only helped the extre-

nist to prove their forcast and challange the bonafides



of the non-committed and the moderate section, In order
to incapacitate the symbols of authority, many officials
vere intimidated, kidnapped, taken hostage and even mur-
dered. As a mark of civil disobedience, the lower level
functionaries wvere ordered to disassoclate and stop coll-
ecting the house tax, the only source of revenue. Irre-
spective of the merits such a crisls expected cvery Naga
vhatever his status and station of posting to support
his own people. Many young dagas voluuteered and some
were coerced to join the underground with the fear of
gearches, seizures arrests and drafting as informers.
These things were appearing real to those who had not
Joined the underground. They stsrted running asway to the
deep interior of the state for safety from one side to
another, after a period of intense political actiyity
that was followed by wide spread sabotage and terrorism
(in early 1955). The hostile Indian Bagas launched the
guerlilla warfare in Tuensang, one of the remotest and
least administrative ares of India. In April, due to the
unabated guerilla actlivitles, Tuensang was declared as

a disturbed area., But this was no sudden out dburst in

129

Tuensang, It was planncd and controlled terrorism launcted

to assess the reaction and response of the authority to

a given crisis situation, as {t wés to compel the Tuensang

Nagas to fall in line with the insurgents.



The Central Government reacted over the situ-
etion in the segme vway as at first the British had, Several
lesders of Naga National Council were arrested., The
sixteen tridal.councils, estasblished by the British just
before independence (211 of them were under the leader-
ship of Haga Natlonal Council) vere abolished, lieinfor-
cenent of security forces were moved into the area to
tackle the problem. It was officially stated i{n Shillong
on January 8, 1955 that units of Army and Assam Police
had gone into action in the Billy tracts on Assam-

Naga Hillo border to comb the area for armed Nagg hostiles
(vho had begen to harass the pleins people on mission

of dacoity and loot).

By the beginning of 1955, insurgent activity
not only intensified but also enclosed vider territo-
rial pesrameters, The Indian government declared Mokok-
chung a distarbed aree and security forces were soon
employed in wvider scele to restore speedily political
stability 2nd authority of the central government,

On March 22, 1956 the insurgentc (underground
Nagas) decl@red the Haga Hills and Tuensang asreas as a
united and independent state., They established a Federal
government of HNagaland gnd promulgated & constitution,

the preanblc of wvhich begun Nagaland 18 a people's soverign
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The {nsurgency gathered momentum after the
establisment of Naga Federal Government, bBut the
villagers began to suffer more even, when not actively
engaged, lietaliating against villasgers for the actions
of the guerillas, the Indian security forces took
the strict measures ageinst them. This had general
hostility betwveen the supnressor force and the villagers.
On the other hand, it vas al:o true that generated
bitterness among the villagers dividing those, supported
the guerillas and their cause from thnse who stood by
the powers that be. That dlfference between the two
groups nay bdbe merely tactical will not necessarily

lessen the hostility between them.

The Indian security forces in that great strength
had put a road block on the path to real independence,
vhich the Nage National Council by insurgency and gueri-
1la Campalgn, were trying to galn. The other Nagas
(loyal Hsgas),lhis approgch appeared at least adventurist
at vorst futile. They advocated out flanking or infli-
trating the Indian resistance in other words by separating
Nages from Indians by constitutional means.However,in
early 1956, difference withim the NKC became apparent,

It started with the torture and execntioﬁ of T.H..akhire,
once a close assoclate of Phizo, by the extremists

elements of the insurgent movement. This indident was -
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to demonstrate to other elements in the movement not
\
to question Phizo emphasis on preolonged insurrections

(to which Eakhirc wes opposed).

The central government was guick te toke advan-
tage of this- insur;ent division, They (authority)
surfaced the ides in late 1950 that statehood within
the Indian Union might provide an enaver for t he demand
of autonomy, This idee was put forth becausc the over
ground organigation of Nagss known as Hagas people conven-
tion had put the proposal esrller for the same, From
the outset it was suspected by members and supporters of
the underground that the ides of statehood been coacefved
by the Indians to dlvide angd delude the Nagas, Although
Pandit Hehru strongly resisted the idea of a nev state
of Hagaland, which was also shared by most sections of
Indian political leaders, they warned that to grant
statehood to Nagas would set up a chain reaction of
similar ddmand throughout North-ezst India (It might
be said that exactly that did in fzct hanpen).

At all events the rime Minigter Pfandit Nehru
suddenly revised his oplinion after receiving the Naga
delegation under the leadership of Imkongliba Ao and
declded awarding statehood demand for Haga Hill district.



Constitutional and administrative procedure took

three yearz and the state of Nagaland was ingugrated

on 1923. It was then by far the smallest state . in
Indis vit» an area of about 16483 &g Km and a popu-
lation of some 3,50 milliég. Nevertheless the statehood
move was gulckly denounched as surrender by the federal
Negas, vho were fighting for the sovereignty. The

Nagas who were co-operating with Indian in establishing
a state pald the price vith the assessination of first
Chief Minister of Magaland HMr. Shil¥ Ao. The guerilla
activity again started in Hapgalend. Although t he Indian

security forces did not siacken their counter operetions,

In April 1964 a convention was held in Nagaland
wvhich was attendcvd by several thousand people and reso-
lved on an attemp! at peace and proposed the three man
commission, A cease fire agreement was signed between
the Indian Covernment and Naga Federal GCoverrment on
24 Hay, 1964, Agresmont on @ cease fire masked for a
moment the absoluto“én&‘éiéagreement that continued be-

‘ 1
tveen the wo sides., The tasi of the commission to wvhom

29. §n§3§2a§§63{ %?gggggé £ct,1962 Vol.IX,No.52, December

30. The Keesings Contemporary Archives, Vol, XI,December
7'1‘*’1957i p. 158‘9“0



the cesse fire agreement geve & continuing medlatory
role to play. It propossd this way out of the dead lock
that the Indian Government should give the time and
opportunity to the Hagas t o participate voluntarily in
the Indian Union (that i1s to accede to {it).

Again this proposal was reasly a non-starter,
To the federal Hagas, it meant surrender to the Indlan
governmont., It required an act of @ trust in the other
side (for %o give the right to accede necessarily en-
thiled the right not to do s0) and also would set a
precedent immical as they saw it to the future unity
of the coufiry. After a brief series of fptils.meeting
betvieen the delegation of the Naga federal government
and irs, Indire GCandhl (who had become ?rime Minister
at the beginning of 1966), the political negotiations
broke down. How@ver she made it clear that the soliation
of the problem had to be found vwvith Nagaland, remaining
a part of the Indian Union and there could be no com-
promise on this 15932. The cease fire contlnued
o be) extended _ Jtrimonthly and later monthly intervals by

e
formal, though separate announcements by the two sidgs.

31. The Statesmen,New Delhi, April 15, 1966
32, Asian Recorder,Vol.XII,No.12, March 19-26,1966.p.69-83.



At last thepeace nission dissolved in itay 1966 because
33

both the sides wvere at logger heads about the agreement,
The rebel Nages, no doubts stepped up their
hostile activities after the fallure of peace talks,
but the desired gosl was not in sight, This led to not
only a sense of despondency among a settion of the rebels
but also caused a serious rift in their campaiggﬁgeakened
their capacity to pressurize the government, The harassed
and weakened rebels could not withstand the mounting pre-
ssure from the nationallst and liberal Wegas, who had
all along been vorking for an end to hostile activities
and for the establishment of lasting peace in Nagaland,
Thelr efforts ultimately succeeded in November 1975, with
the conclusion of the Shillong accord between the Govern-
ment of Hagaland and the underground Naga leader., it was
a historic event as it opened a new chapter in the histary
of Hagalpnd, It usherd an era of understanding, peace
and trangquility in this strife-torn state. The constitu-
tional issue of the political prodblem and insurgendy was
brought to an end by this agreement. This accord was secepted
by the underground Organisation agong themselves at thefy

Dehoma meeting on G lecember, 1975.

33. Ibia.

3%, "Dawn of Peace in Nagaland"(a pamphlet published by
the Directorate of Informaticn, Publicity and Tourism,
Wagaland.(Kchima 19753 p.1.



The underground organisations and movements
thereafter ceased to exist as a threat as all had
agreed to be a peaceful citlzens of Indla and to
function in accordance vwith the constitution as it
stands, The people of Nafaland heaved a sigh of re-
lief because of the hostile activities at long last
came to an end, The underground laga got an opportunity
to live peacefully snd happily in the midst of their
family members and friends., They also got an assurance
of beling rebabilitateé by the Government of Nagaland,
The Shillong accord also provided an oppurtunity
to those underground Nages who vere across the border
to come back to their land and to join the rest of
their colleagues in accepting unconditionally the con-
stitution of the country end taking their rightful
place in the socie%g.

It has to be admitted that the problem of those
hostile Negas, who had gone ocutside the country to get
training and collect arms remained as it vas., The appeal
of tho Government authorities to those hostile to come
back to Hegaland and make their legitimate contribution
to the progress peace and normalisation which

18 well on its vay in Hagalsnd had hovever, no

35. Ibid, p. 3.



significant impact on those hostiles.They did not
care to come back to Nagaland under the amnesty
announced by the Government with the result that the

problem of such redbel. Magas still exist.

Independent Nagaland vas merely an idea that
vwas encourcged by the ﬁritish,‘who perzitted conspicu-
ous decésion of the leaders of the movement, They
perceived the field of settlement in Nagalsnd, where
they had free independent government activity, (it
seems that the Naga gnsurgent leaders vanted political
pover fogfgﬁﬁggwwhich they could not get otherwise).
Yet sueh brrvity of the leaders of the movement hed
completely over simplified the iage history, If one
consider the evolution of Wagaland it is very clsar that
the history could not be compressed. The present study
provides one of the many alternatives between the poli-
tical and geographical study of insurgency in Nagsland,
but’not necessarily suggesting a short-cut. It does not
reduce the scope of political geography nor permitting
the politics on an easy platform, It 1s an attemp¥,
“ovever Lo provide some aceademic clarification and 1t
may provide‘évailable media of working back and forth

anong historical, political and geographical data.



Naga insurgency had . occured infact 1n political
area - Hagoland - from a series of decisions of the in-
surgent leaders with 1little or possibly no intervening
movement, Therc actions and decisions and responses vas
direétly proportionate to that of the Certtral quernment,
shich took decislicns after considering the location and
federal tharacter of the country or vice versa, Hence,
the field services areas of the insurgent® was graduaally
isolated and in some cases completoly eliminagted. So much
so that the effective fleld service areas of the insurgents
have to be located -cross the frontier in Burma, wvhere

they have to contend with the Burmese insurgents,

The Laga insurgency in both the Geographical and
po}itical term: was essentially a situatioh of conflicts
(both within end without). The resolution of conflicts
(accompany by violence) are clearly expressive. It clearly
indicated, conflicts of ideas that did not amount to much
untili they began to be cmbodied in declsions that was
primarily to create an independent Nagaland. But it cu-
lminsted in a movement that abstracted the development
(socio-economic of Nagaland and the unity of Indian Union).
Insurgents effective field was only ir contact, if ve
consider their movement ag meroly kinitic, But the early

phases, say otherwise for it was at thar time dynamic
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that gradually disintegrated(showing the inherent
tendenclies which was centrifugzl in character in diverse

tribal soclety).

Although no limit can be lntroﬁucedZihe idea of
independent Hagaland of insurgenta, It can be clearly
stated that their declsions, movements,f ields snd poli-
tical areas was conditioned by the geography of their en-.
vironment, This is because there very idea was composite
of cultural ideas, and could have succeeded only if
the;i very ideca vwas to be within Indian Union. (In fact
the author contents thst the creation of Nagaland as a
state within Indian Union, like other Indian stateg, was
in itself a recognisation of the Nagas as a separate

culture),

(Epatial Pattern of Naga Insurgency).

Looking from the point of view of internal
politiesal developmentb? the creation of insurgent state
had a number of values to & movement, In Ma{ch 1956, just
before the @vstating esstern monsoon broke out, the
extremist underground Hapas declared the Naga Hills
and Tuensang a united and independent statc, To demon-

strate the establishment of the suthority of their
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Naga Federal Government(NFG) they hoisted their own
: 6
republic flag at Phensinyu village in Kohima arga.

It demonstrated the veakness and ineffectiveness
of the Government to control and protect its own terri-
tory andApoéulation. Finally the insurgent-stateAand
| its political administrative organisation provided at
least an asura of legitimacy to the movement., To forge
unity in the NFG, terms from vafious Nagas dialects
hed been adopted. To establish linage with the mongols,
vhose blood still runs in their veins, the term Tartar
was borroved from Aos, the work kilonser was adopted
from the Yimchunger Aung was the Konyak contridbution,

Kedahge came from the Rengmgg.

Although their main ohjectivé of unity to give
a turn to the movement td the military stage, it began
by dividing the movement into ihree stages, the stage
of contention, equilibrium énd general counter offensive,
The Nagas insurgentis were on the stage of eguilibrium
after declarihg independent state of Nagaland, As they
wvere able to control some part of the state, According

McColl, each stage 13 locked at as part of the progressive

36, Mankekar, n.16.p.48,
37. Anand, n.3.p.102.
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creation of new state within politically hostile

territory.

Yet the need for a territorial base becomes
apparent the insurgents must chooses & specific area for
controlling the activity. Ideally a guerilla area should
have the following attributgg.

(1) If possible an area should be choosen that
had previous experience in political opposition to the

central government,

(11) Political stablility at bLoth the national and
local levels should be weak or actually lacking,

(114) The location must provide access to important
military and political objectives, such as caeplitals, cl ties

and critical resources of transjyort service.

(iv) Area of weak or confused political authority
such as borders lands or even along international boundaries

or ideal location,

(v) Terrain should be favourable for militury oper-

ations and personal security.

(vi) In so far the area should be economically selXf
sufficient.

380 MOCOll, D.1 999.617-618.
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In the case of Yagalond, after a perlod of frantlc
political activity and wide spread sabotage, the hostile
Naga launched the guerilla werfare in Tuensang district.
Because this place had some of the above stated criteris,
Thig movement compelled the Tuensang lagae to fall in
line with others, The hostile liagas were gulte right
in selecting Tuensang as the area of contest. Being
furthest away from the seat of central authority eang
along the international border 1s most inaccescible area.
They had bsen able to estsblish their clandestine militory
cadres gecretly snd unobtrusively in its remote and
inaccessible corner, The means of communication, the
thick forests and high mountains were all in their support.
But with the counter action of the;ecurity'fcrces, Tuens ang
ceased to be the vast deep remote interior later on, As
far as the guerilla experience was concerned the hostile
Nagas already had the best vhigh the security forces lear-

ned later on,see chapter I).

But over emphasis on their military superiority
that was merely inter-tribal made them complacent and
distorted the concept of liberated or safe bage, Eventhough
Tuensang failed to provide the depth resouirces and safety
regquired for the developments of troops, expansion,they

started planning for the next stage.
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They started converting their guerillas 1into
regular unitsand hill tops village into fortified defen-
sive. positions, This led to the formaticn of what they
thought were liberated or safe baées for initiating
mobile and entrenched warfare, The main consideration
for the guerillas leader during the mobile was to select
of an area which can provide adeguate room to manovere
and hide from counter-insurgency troops and still
remains wvithin the striking distance of a major poliitical
targets. To meet these requirements the area must be
large in terms of its geometric configuration or it
must have terraln suited to the hide and seek character

of mobile war,

The Hage insurgents selected the area of Thangkul
Nagas in Manipur and Nagaland border, which 1s having
the elements reguired for the mobile war, After streng-
thening their bases in the Thangkul Nagas area, thay
continued their efforts of terrorism., No village was
spared from the taxes and every house was obliged to
supply either a fighter or a porter, Forecibles collection
of paddy, satables, clothing, éoney and drafting of
personal for unspecified mission became 2 routine. Those
vho disegreed with their means of violence and goal of
independence could at best lay passive,
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The peolicy of vholesale murder in Nagaland was
designed to keep the local people terrorised., Through
this mesn they werec adble to maintain ruthless control
over the people and prevented the local population to

support the Government,

In March 1956, the NFC was able to contreol all
the major tribes and compelled them to fight for a
single cause that was independence and ag stated by
Phizo, To eliminate opposition, subvert the administroti-
on and ascend millitarily the insurgent in Hagaland had
raised numerocus mass asscciation fronts and cells 1like
in Malsya, Vietnam, Greece and Philippines, But such
a resounding development in Nagaland in 8o short a
time with no vieble sconosic base, devold of communicat-

ions, common language gnd media vas a fantastic movement.

Like any other military organisation the Naga
federal government railsed a course party and small
intellegence cell of varying strength. They did not
face much problem in setting up these units, Bern and
brought up in the same vlllage and very close to the hands
" of nature the geographical characteristics were already

uv@ll embedded in the Naga brain, A common source of their
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informetion was,'for example wvhen the agents merged
vith the numerous road construction repair parties,
Their well spread network around defensive positions
camps forward the occupants either by speed marches
cr through relay runners, The lagas inhabiting the
areas around the security posts {in their traditional
dress vere the best bet. With such natural ingenlus
and invaluable aids the illaga federal army was able to
maintain an efficlent system of intelleg ence comnuni-

cation and security.

iinked with the land mass was the issue of
manpovers, Because the limited territory denied the
Hages, the ability to develop deep interior, bases for
regrouping, training centre. Rest arcas and depots beyond
the reach of Indian security forces. Assuming the early
1956 population of Nagaland to be around 3 million
their ratio to then Indian population of about 400 mililion
comes to yax%¢@g1 to 13 persons, Any complete and pro-
longed diversion of the Nagas towards insurgency could
only ceuse famines and economic hardship in tﬁggr . area.
Because they dependend entirely on their agricultural
production for survival, The hand: that could be sprea&

from the totsl of 115,574 male workers (working force in
1961) to effectively control a hilly sub-tropical areas



with population scattered all over could be very ..,

It is very difficult to fix their strength at
any time, However, of the estimates varying widely

4o S
from 5,000 to (15,000  was ¢ reduccd to 300 after .the
Shilloeng Accokg. The effective number of active insur-
gents whethsr equipped with modern arms or prémitive
daos and spares can be placed at around 9000 i.e.
approximately 3% to the total population which vas
reduced to 2% after the emergence of the loyal Nagsa
section, Though many old Naga foggles and teenagers of
either sex performed all sort of jobs, and ran errandés
(as in other insurgenéiec in the world)) The absence
of any reliable data, only leads to an estimation that
more than tkree fourth of the Nags federal army was

betwveen the age group of 18 to 35.

The Naga federal g overnments had all the
pre-requiste except the finance for which they had to
depend on the local population, There condition was
so bad that their -ivil and military personal vere
rarely pald adequately and regularly. Because at thut

40, M. Alemchibae,(1970), A
W (Kohima) P.134%,

41, 5. Chanderika,(198¢%), Political Evolution of Nagalenj
(New Delhi). p.161.
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time there were no factory workers or & large labour
force wvhose reguler wages could be taxed, Payments
and requisitions came to be made sgainst post dated
chegues on the assurance that after the Naga currency

vas printed all arears would be cleared,

Phizo and his extremists band were able to
control o=er the Naga people without any resistance
from the Indian guthority. This gave rise to the morale
of hostile Nazas. The people of Nagaland hed no option
other than to support Naga federal government.Qbviously
this was the time (1956), when the Naga insurgency
entered the stabilisation phase. But unfortunately, the
phenomenal material and human mobilisation could not
be matched by the intellectual competence to comprehend
the process (agssured supply of materials and finance)
and character of insurgency. It was unfortunate for
the Naga federal govermment that neither their leaders
nor ths youth(which was nursery for the insurgency) were
fomiliar vith the arts asnd skill required to conduct the
affairs of soverign state(not to speak of launching a su-

ccossful guerilla warfare as Meo did in Chinam).

Although the Naga insurgents launched the guerilla
warfare in the dbeginning without any resistance. They were

having all the pre~-requisités 4in the Tucnssng area and
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got the success in the first stage. But on the other

hand central authority took strict meassures to supress
these insurgent movements later on. On Janugry 29, 1956
the whole.ﬂaga Hill areas vas declagred a diksturbed area
and troops vere moved to the Haga Hills to supress the
insurgent movemeﬁ%g. The insurgents started moving from
Tuensang to other parts of the region., The Assam Governor,
Gen.S.M,Srinagesh issued a notification in &hillong on
December 30, 1999 declering three sub-divisions as
disturbed ares, i,e, bordering East Pakistan (Now thgla-
desh) Jowal sub-division in United Khasl and Jaintia Hills
and Silchar and Kerimganj sub-divisions in the Cachar dis-
trict to deasl sdequately with hostile Hﬁga gang, reported

to be moving and sbout to create d1sorder{ see map Korl/d)

(s communique issued by the foreign office Rangoon
on May 16, 1961 thatgic was reported by informed sourcess
that the rebel had nov established strong foreces on Burmese
territory between Homalin and 8aramatz. It vas also sta~-
ted that the Nagg hostiles had their strong beses in the
Somre thst between the Indian border and the Chindwin

L2, The Ctatesman (Calcutta) 1956, Akso see the Agian
Recorder(1960) between January-March p.31-21

3. The Statesman(Calcutta)bec. 3, 1959,
L, The Nation(Rangoon) May 30, 1931.
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river near the 26th Parallel. This arca was aimost
inaccessible, and there were no Burmese army unit
operatigg. It also informed thet another hostile

group was moving towards the Naga areas in Burma, probably
to re-establish their old headquarter on the south western
slopes of (13,700 ft.) Saramati Peak which they had
abandoned in 1962, Naga hostile alsc had thelr bage at

an height of 7,600 ft at the Katon Peak in Burma, which
had deep gorges west wards, Their area of operation was

in the Indian and Burme side at a point between lenakot
eand Bengmut, The actual entry of the Nega hostile to
Nagaland wvas near the trijunction of Manipur, Mizo Hill

and Burgg.

The Governor of Nagaland on Novewmber 19, 1963
declarad the area between Kohima and internatlonal boundary
as disturbed, He also agsked the Manipur authority to de-~
clare the whole area of Ukhrul sub-division three miles
from the International border as a disturhed area, The
hostiles in Manipur were spread over in Tolloi, Tuenoem,
Nambri, Seukhong and Anikathel all in Ukhrul sub-division.
They also had their base at Haram in Mao sub-division

L5, Ibid.
46, The Times of Indis (MNew Delhi) February 26, 1962.
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of Manipur. In the Menipur they were having the support
of the volunteser force on the Indian-Burmese border in

L7
Tengnaupal sub-division of Manipur,

The above discussion shows that the Naga
hostiles were operating in the area, where the terrain
afforded natural concealment and obstacles to hinder
the military o;)erations (vhere mountains and swamps hin-
dered the tanks and trucks movements). Wood and thick
vegetation provided cover from aresal observgtion and

attacks.{see Map No.,~/3 ).

The Naga insurgents got serious setbacks after
the Chinese aggression when the Indian suthority diverted
its full attention towards the Naga hostiles. Cn reindu-
ction of the Army units, the intelligence sources dried
up. Informers and agents were either terrorised or liqui-
dated, The masses reasserted their loyality to the NFG(for
want of protection) . The NFG wasg strengthend by -
additional recruits from the Naga village, The Indian
security forces had to commence all over again. But soon

the NFG found itself hard pressed by the Indian security

47, The Statesman (Calcutta) Marech 20, 1970.
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forces, who were no not newv to the game, and started
looking for respite wvhich they got when the Naga hostile
prayed for the peace. It was continued. from September 5,
1964 to 31 August, 1972 vhich was terminated by the Govern-
ment of India vhen the lgga hostile intensified their
subversive activities (attack on Hokishe Sema, Chief

Minister of Nagaland).

The emergence of bangladesh in December 1971,
resulted in the denial of their safe haven, The Burmese
authority's strict measure to eleminate the insurgents
from their territory only stupified them., (The govern-
ment of Burma allocated u? £208 million for defence in
the new fiscal year to deal with insurgents effectively).
In the face of an uncompromising stand taken by the
Government of India for the first time in 1972, the bulk
of what ever was left of the extremist sav wisdom in
closing their unimpressive score books of violence end
opening a promising account of peace under formula that

could provide them safety without loss of face.

In the beginning the morale of the Naga insurgents
vere boosted, because large towns were garrisoned but the

small villages were not, so they always got concealment in



those village. In April 1956 the solitary bdbrigade suppor-
ted by the few contingent of Aszem Rifles and Assazm Police
commenced counter insurgency in the Nega Hill., Their streng-
th wvas less than half of the NFG., It was worse that time

to create a small villgge post, since each individual post
vas easily overvhelmed, its soldiers ceptured or killed
their arms and ammunitions seized, This was another propa-
ganda victory that was scored by the insurgents. These

vere some of the reasons due to which the insurgency spread
all over the Nagaland in the initial stage, inspite of
certain measures taken by the authority. It started dying
only vhen the common mass &tarted understanding the result
of the violence., The Government of India took this oppor-
tunity quickly by séparating this group of Nagas who were
against the violence py glving them material help and secu-
rity., This section was later on known as loyal Nagas section,
The Government of India and security forces won the heart
of psople by showing the sympathy towards them and with

development works.

The Naga Federal Army like the guerilla forces
inevitably were 80 weakly developed and badly co-ordinated
that they could neither re-organise nor reinforce any other
bases after the inevitable clashes with t he Indien securitly

forces,



CHAPTER - V1

PERSPECTIVES AND RESPCNSE TO NAGA INSURGENCY



£E 58PONSE_TO N
JNEURGENCY

There has bsen substential resesrch on the
Kaga tribal literature, It indicaeted in a stress that
hag generally been in the form of our response to the
(supposed) oddities of tribal behaviour and attitude
(than the otherway round). Huch of the tension and
misunderstanding in the state's relation with tribes
has arisen from the fact that, we are only reedy to
react to tribal intransigence, when confronted with
their practices and attitudes. We do not sufficlently
consider and welgh their reactions (within the context

their environmentsal framework).

There are various tribal groups 1in Nagaland,
Each of these tribes have,through centurles, evolved
their ovn distinet pattern of culture, language and
code of lasws, All of them have (untill recent times)
succeeded in maintaining their identity despite modern-
ization around them. The differences between th:
tribes are, partly geographical and partly dependent
upon their level of socio-economic base that exist,
The impact of these foctors are inhersent in their
political aspirations and ideology(see chapter II and IV).
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Viewing the environmental influence and
the British occupation of the Naga tribal belt, the
area has had witnessed a successlon of events that
had the tendency fo give 1n#o bﬁe changing conditions
ond elrcumstences. This, ultmaéély exposed the oper-
‘atlonal effects of administration. The most precipi-
tating event wes the manipulatisn by extremist leaders,
who were deluded by the fact that the interest of the
Heges lay in the independent Naga statehoed. Looking
it at the other way round, it can also be inferred
that it was not only the succession of events but also
a concatenation of events, such as urban grovth, spreead
of developmental activitles and subsequent contridictions,
that induced uneasyness .and unrest in the rural areas
(vhere the insurgents were supposedly to .have a stronger
base). With the development of each individual Haga
group, the social process was iniated embréyonically
as a stimulus, This was probably introduced by enig-
matic action within the Naga tribal groups, that enabled
them to acquire $haracteristic8 that was influenced by

the environmental factors,

1. The term 'Environment' has often used by geographers
to denote spage. It is also been used in its broader
sense as well as for its specific purposes of study.
The present analysis includes(besides above) also the
objective dimensions, vhere the behavioural aspect of
the environment exists a5 a complex sub-set of the
total geographical mileu, It also includes the soclio-



As 8 consequence of the symbosis, Haga
trives fell into the distinctive groups. Each with
their own territory and features. This snabled them
to acquire m clear pattern of ideological conviction
that obliterated any question of tolerance for othsr
ideas or phencmena (that whieoh was contrary to what
they had perceived and understood). The resultant
political stance(s) thus constituted what vas argusd

to be a sufficient rational for insurgency. These

political interaction, In the study it is also per-
ceivaed to include the psychological envircnment(iso-
dation =nd its consegquent impact). This is obvicus
from the dichotomy of location both in respect of the
state and the tribe, where the trival elecments are
considered as secondary to other elements,

The total or gross geographical environment
hgs been considered to be effective - squivilant pheno-
mena, can be measured through space and time, The environ-
ment has beon taken as te include the elements thet are
not perceived by individuals/groups and at the sanme
time excludes those elements that are not required for
the normal functioning, This then suggests that existe
ing gross environment on which the insurgency of Haga-
land operated, suggest the follovwling eguation(from the
politico-gzeographical point of view),
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notivations can also be btaken as responsible for
the distortions that latter emerged.

But, éhougb all the Kaga tribes experienced

(as ccndi&(ons permitted) an essentially similar pro-
cess of grgup development, tiey were subjected to the
vicissitltuée of environment, history and asccident.
These alone vere the source(s) of the specific(s) that
divided them under the circumstances of relative iso-
lation. In the process, this ereated spatial interre-
lationships, both within and ocutside the Naga tribal
groups. However, in the early stages of insurgency, the
extremist leaders, within their boundary - whether(n

close asscciation or in isolatioen - wanted to develop

g &
See:~ Edward, A.Acgrmam "where is the ressarch fron-
tier®, AAAG,Vol. 5'3,1963 PP. hzg-hoi H.B.Barrovs,Geo-
graphy as human ecology, AAAG, »1923 pp.1 1%;
RoJo. Chorle{ "Geography and Analob thoory". AQAG,
Vol.%%,196%,pp,127-37, &.Eyer, "Determinism and
the ecology approach to ths oo graphyf, Geasrsphy,
Vol, 49, 196kL,pp,.369-76, Petter, R Gou¢ " vitan againat
Environment", A Ganme Thoori tical Fremework, AAAG,
Vol.53,1963; william Kirk,"Problem in GeOgraphy"
Geography, Vol 48,1963; J. 6. Lal (ed.)
fSpests of Change; Delhi, 1981, D.mﬁmathol,
Geosranhy, hxperience and imagination towards geogra-
phical egistomology AAAG,V01,.51 1961; Phillipse W,
Potter, "Environmental Potential and Zconomic Dpportu-
nitles®, pmexican Anthrosologist, Vol,67(II), 1965;
w°1pert Julian, "The Decision 1n Gpotial Context”
AMG, VOl 51*’1961*
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a comaon platform of independent Negalend and its moni-
fold specificities, Again these wers the tendencies

that ean be derived from the laga's environment, As aglso
from the influence that the environmental change has
brought tg5 this soclety. For, then by varying means,
this lecd to relative isolation., The environmental

influences have divided and impressed Haga tribes,

The trend and intensity of the insurgency had
repeatedly changed since independence. After independence,
there was a series negotiations between the extremists a
and government representatives, However, this did not
produce any concrete results, Within the Naga scenario,
the moderates continucd to direct their efforts tovards
reconciliation between the insurgents and the government
(Moderates were not in favour of separation and wanted
to remain vwithin the Indian Union). Their efforts wvere
thvarted by Paizo(who was able to exercise a dominant
influence over the Haga tribes), vho expressed his pro-
found reservations about the interpretation and useful-

2
ness of the Hydari agreement,.

Skipping over the stage of coalition fronts, the
extremist scored an unusuel advance in compressing (or

squeczing) the political phase. The first act of the Naga

2. The Naga Nation, June,1947,Vol.I.No.1I,pp.7-12.
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resistance under Phigo, claimed to have recelved a

favourable mandate of the population, This was the time

vhen the Naga insurgency bdegan to acquire mass support .
and general sympathy. This was also demonstrated in 1952,

when none of the Nagas, filed nomination pgpers and

nor did anyone turn<up for voting in the election of
repzesentatives to the Assam legislature and the parlia-

ment,

After a period of frenetic politicsl activity,
there wvas a wide spreed aabotage and terrrism inthe . .
atate, In early 1955, the insuigenta launched the guetilla
varfare (State II) of insurgency (See Chapter V). Between
1953 to 1956 insurgency was at its pesk ﬁith almost com~
plete mass support. it was followdd by tﬁe Militery phase
(Stage 1I1) or counter insurgency. Another contributing
factor to this development was the Naga federal governe-
ment's delusion of the fact that their basse was strong and
sacure. But were infact no better than isolated pockets
and thinly occupied strongholds, The behavioral environ-
ment Iin the state, compelled the extremist leaders to
falsely believe that their existing position will.enable
thea to stabiiise and declare independence from the Indian Union

3. C.81ingh,(1631)
b, H:Alémchiba(1970) A _Briaf
(Kohima) pp.175-182.
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By early 1958, the insurgency started deelining,
but a large number of high ranking extremist leaders wem
8t11]l underground (probably hiding in their Bhrmase
sanctuaries). ?hough, thelr mere existence was an indica-
tion of the level of support they enj gred, yet, thelr
escape to Burma showed the waning masc support, A stage
was soon reached vhen large number of Nages started
openly demonstrating their desire to be with the Indian
Union and their preparedness to confront the Nage federal
arny bands and to halt their depredation in the rural
areas. The pcople lost their confidence and began to
disassoclate themselves from insurgents. This compelled
the Naga federal army to be more cautions so as to ensure
no further enlsrgement of the glienated section against
their cause.

If the insurgency had united the diverse Naga
tribes, their humilisting reverses and consegquent suffer-
ings divided them soon (This was caused by the operations
conducted by the security forces in 1956-57). The extre-
mist leaders found themselves in a envigble position - a
position to retain the insurgent structure and cohisiveness
as wvell as the sympathy of the populace for their struggle.
Eventually after the beginning of the reverses, there V28

a large scale exodus of insurgent elements, Their mass
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surrender ( and becoming a part of the Naga society within
the Indian constitutional framework once more, ¢an con-
sidered &3 a severs blovw to the insurgent movement in
EagalandL Moreover, it can also be added that the disci-
llusioment of the insurgent elements about the extere-
mist leaders and their interneicenz political rivalry
provided no alternative except to give up the struggle

thet had no future except trisl of endurance,

Cn March 22, 1957 the Ao tride (was the first)
publicly expressed thelr desire for peace, vhich was
greatly eacouaraged by the govermment. The newly formed
“"All tribes Hagp people convention® held its first Con-
ference at Kohima in pug, 1997 to ev:lve a method for a
peaceful settlement of the problem.It vas attended by

1960 representatives and 2,000 abservers.

In 1958-59, "the Naga people Gonvention or XPC
(claimed 79 percent support of .the Nagas) prescnted a
sixteen point memorandum For the formetion of of a sepa-
rate state of Nagaland within the Indian Union, Thisé
vas accepted by the government of India in larch 1969,

5. Elvin,(1961) Nazaland,(Shillong) p.65.

6. D;R,.Mankekar;(1967) on_the Slippary Slosces of tagaland,
(Bombay).p.40.
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Between 1960 and 63 the Haga insurgents (lackting local
suporort) started seeking help from the neighbouring
countries 1like Burma, China and Pakistan, This was possi-
ble because of the fact that,mgny units of the security
forces wvere pulled back to count er the Chinese aggression
of 1962, later on, the Naga insurgent found themseclves
hard pressed by the Indian security forces, who by thatl
time hod adopted themselves to insurgency situations

snd started coanterinsurgency operations.

In February 196%, the liaga Baptist Church Council
held a conventicn in Wokha, that was attended by over
5000 delegates from various tribes azd villagss, They
requested bo the government of India to appoint a pecce
mission to initiate talks for final settlement, Despite
the efforts of the pesce mission (from April 196% to Octo-
ber 1967), the status quo was maintained, The emergence
of Bangladish in 1971 and suspension of peace operation
in 1972, baffled the Naga insurgents more, They started
loocking for a peaceful solution of the problem that en-

sured pesgce without loss of face.

This resulted in the agreement that was signed
in 5hillong on November 11, 1975, The Naga Federal Govern-

ment accepted the solution within the f{ramework of Indian
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constitution. Thus, from 1975 to the present day, the
insurgency remaihed at a very lov key, Although the
organisational set up for insurgency still existed (but
in a fragmented form) magjority of the pecuple had: dis-
associated themselves from the underground movement.

The efforts of the Indian government in the develop-
ment of thcir economy and education enabl:d the Nagss

to have second thoughts about the vipbllity of the
underground movement (But this does not mean that insure

gency iln Hagaland has completely petered out).

Broadly speaking, theso events can dbe attribu-
tod partly to the fact that British while maintaining
the viev of keeping peace in the area, actuslly vanted
a probable buffer betveen them (in this part of Asie)
and Central aAsis (which was the play ground of jimperial
rivalries in the 19th and early 20th eenturies). However,
after independence, central government began to strive
for overall economic developnent of the country. At no
point,‘the government had denied the legitimate politi-
cal gspiration of a section of people nor did they con-
sider it to be an obstacle for overall growth. The only
emphssis was the maintaintance of territorial and natio-

nal integrity of India,
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If we teke the extremist leaders view point to
heve a independent state of Nagaland for the Nagas, the
analysis so far makes it clear that it was not viable
at 2ll. Because the government ef India considered the
Naga insurgency as a destablilising fector and hence anti-
national, They rather perceived that such movement can
have their impact elsewhere in the country and strengthen
the process of disintegration of India. They gaw senple
agreements in favour of Nagaland as a part and parcel of
India, Pandit Nehru had explicitly declared that there
vas no point in trying to mske the tribals a second rate
coples of ourseclves, Other consideration¢also show that

it is in the favour of Nagas to be with India.

Etho 181 s -

There 1z no doubt that Hegas form a separate ethnie

group vhich distinguishes them from t he rest jut they have
nothing in common with one another (betwecen the lNaga tribes
themselves) for example as regards to customs, festivals
habits, language (see Chepter IV), aAccordingly osne author
states that the truth is that if not impossible it is
exceedingly difficult tbepropound any test that can dis-
tinguish them frcm Assam or Bu;ma tribes,.Thus an ethnic

1

7. J.H.Hutton;{1921)Ihe _Angami Nagss( london).pp.12-13,




union of people can be grouped in one separate state
provided no other problem comes in the way, such as
economic, strateglc and political., But following the
principle that the boundary should ideally separate
different cultures and ethnic unlts at the seme time,

it should not create difficulties by splitting up the
functional units, Based on gbove arguments, Nageland
does not han/basic pre-requistes to become an indepen=-
dent state, ﬂo;eover; the ethnography as & basis for

ah independent state is in itself a complex geopollitical
problem (more so when the location is taken into consider-

ation) that cannot be solved easily.
Economic Consideration:

The difficult hilily terrain presents a dismal
plcture economicelly. Nageland lacks the requiste resources
for establishing sn economically viabla state, For it
is essgsential for an independent state to have sufficlient
resources, e.g. sgriculture, mingrels, industries ete,
sad firm educated base in the population to cater the
need of administration etc. of the state (or at least
it should possess substantial part theres of to maintain

its 1dentity). But the econony of Nagsland reveals serious

&
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defeciency in these aspocts (see Chapter 1I1Il) ¥Moreover,
from the ooint of view of accessibility, it 1s iAssam that
provides an easier outlet that across the frontier in

the east, For all practical purposes that insurgent clainm
for an independent state, will only be a puppet state witk

heavy foreign dependente,
Seditical backaround:

It 18 obviocus that majority of the liagas vere
deprived of modern education(due to their socio-economic
conditions) till recently. Most of their diaslects(which
cannot be mutuslly understood) indicated that Hagas in
sone p;rt of the state are 8till to reach the take-off
point, In most circumstances, an independsnt Naggland
would have cfeated internationel complications, bscause
the separatist movemont among the Nagas was largely influ-
enced by the inherent factors as well as fareign povers,
Moreover, the Indian Constlitution does not allow secession,
The reegognition of flageland gs an independent state, would

start blaknization of the country.
St e ) ns

By virtue of its location, Nagsland has felt the
impact of insurgent activities of Uppe: Burma., Added to
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this, the massive Chinese invaston of India in 1962,
clearly illustrates the vulnarabllity of.the Indian position.
A position whereby Indian has not only to take sultable
measures to check the external military threat but also to
ensure stability of its constituents units. Moreover,
viewing the entire north-east, it is clear that the demand
of Naga extremists will nevur be conceded by the Govern-
ment of India, This i3 because,otherwise vill prove tc be
a goopolbtical blunder and one vhich will be piploited

by those forees who do not want a stable and united Indis,
Again, hypothetically, the formstion of lingaland a® un
independent state may leed to two possibilities,

2) China may be invited by the Nag.,s to ensure
sedurity. As such China would find it eassier to penetrate

the Indian territory and to advance in this part of Asla,

b) Hegaland may ask for economic &8s well as
military eid from U.S.A. and other powers. In which case
the gid giving countries will be in a position to create
a situation like south-¥ietnam, Either of these possi -

bilities are not tenable for the seccurity of India.

The ecreation of Nagaland as an independent state
wvill lead to a chain of internal problems, Like, Nagaland
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there are other hilly regions in the country, whose inha-
bitants differ from rest of Indis in one respect or the
other, Thus 1f such demands are conceded ngy standsdivi-

ded and weakened.,

The Indi{en lerders familiar with the politicazl
games of the sub-continent but uneware of the extent to -
. which the Kzga mind had been alienated, felt that vociferocus
agitation for Taga independence vas only a prank for grea-
ter sutonomy and enhanced finances, They realésed the pro-
blem after the movemcnt had entered the military phase.
But by this time it was late (ewven though the government
of India had agreed for the creatlion of autopomous Hege-
rand witnin Indian Union). The extremists adamently

purgsued their goal of independent iHagaland.

Responses:

While it was a hope that that Hapas would grow
friendly towvards the plainsmen, if they wére given an
opportunity f&r closer contact, the recult was opposite. .
A8 the plainsman vere recruited ‘on a temporary basls he
took little Interest in ldentifying himself with the Nagas,
There was also &« category of plainsman, vho became 8o
allured by the perquisties of office that they tried to
ingratiagte thomselves with the tribal people 80 that
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thelr service may he retained on a permanent basis.

In the first case the officer put 1lititle heart into
his work as hig sights vere set on his nedt ass&gnment
after completion of his tenurc with hills, In the
second, the officer hai no scriples about tending
vrong and haraful advices as long az it would be cone

ducive to his continuance in the office (see Chapter 1I).

The reclationship between the NHagas and outsiders
deteriorates so much that only those candidutes, who
had failed to secure employment elsewhere in India, wore
ready to serve in the Naga hills as a last resort. The
Nagas thus came, to be served by an indifférent and
mediocre bursucracy vho did litile to enhance Indis's

image in the hillman's eyes( a common tribal fear)

It would not be just to place the entire blame
either on the inherent wveakness of the democratic system
or administrative policy as it operates in India or on
the ambitious of and implementation by politicians and
eivil servants, The basic causes’ are more deeply rooted
in the gross environment such «s of cultural disturbances
and malagdjustment, Under the British, the administrative
structure ves so light that the lNagaz scarcely felt

its weight or presence. For more, pernicious, hovever was
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the impact on an unprepared perception of ideas that

ney seem innocuous enough in the climate in vhich they
have germinated., But can be of damaglng effect in an
alien environment vhose pecple hove not yet been condi-
tioned =nd szdapted to set up their defencos. Unfamiliar
ldsas and belliefs were recklessly and indiscriminately
injected into the minds of the Hagas, with little
thoughts of the impact they may have on people of a
completely allen background and enylronment., Thus it

vas not surprising that the effect was usually traumatie

for the vhole community.(See also Chapter II).

It should not be inferred, however, that the
disturved conditions prevalling in the Haga hills will
continue, What has been sought here to be shown is
thet deeper malady underlies the disturbances, For un-
less they are brought to light no solution to the
problem can be brought about., It has been demonstrated
that there has been no malice or alienation on either
side, The Government has shown generosity in its aporoech
to the tribals in general and Nagat in particular, The
Nagas have nevertihless had genuine csuse to entertain
fears and apperhension (ac it was projected by the British

to them). At the root of &ll this, has been ignorance



and misunderstanding on both sides and it is through

this that they have caused such a situation to emerge.

A view from time to time has been advanced that the

Naga troublegs have been mainly formulated and encoursged
by the conspiracy of neighbouring countries, particularly,
China and pakistan. However, there are evidence thét
India's nelighbours have taken advantage of the unsettled
conditions along the frontiers, It vould not ® iuncorrect
to brand them as one of tle instiyators, for they sunplied
the tribals with arms and ammunitions, to continue the
armed struggle., They have becn offered asylum across
frontiers vhen pursued by security forces. They have been
trained, equipped end supplied before recrossing t he
frontiers and resuming thelr hostile anti-government actli-~
vities, But had 1t not been for the deeper causes under-
lying the disturbances ( a very backward state economy)
the guestion of tribal seeking support from ncighbours
vould not have arisen, While the effort of security forces
to seal off the frontiers will serve the limited purpose
of depriving disrcident N¥agas of supplies, armsments and
haven of refuge, a final solution 1iegtthe removal of the
malady itselffthe implementation of the development po-
licies has been reggrously taken by the state and Central

Covernment). The position of the security forces is that
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(now) insurgency is petering out in Naggland and sooner
or later the remaining imsurgents v11l1 either surrender

7
or be liguidated.

Accordingly, at present, thers are two groups
of Naga insurgents, The National Coclalist éouncil of
Nagaland under the leagdership of Mr.T.Muivah and lir,
Issackswak and the Naga Fwdera% Covernment of the follov-
ers of Mr. A.Z.Phizo, vho are nov camping along the
international border. However there is no confirmed evide-
nce on vhethor these groups have joined hands or not.
From time td time they have been sneaking into Nagaland
to collect ration and taxes from the villagers, But it
is felt that these collections ure only to keep their

presence felt.

¥ith regards to sealing off the international
frontiers, the author believes that the agreecment between
Indle and Burma allowing the border inhabitants of the
two country Lo trade with each other, precluded any such
move, Probably this was exploited by insurgents, who
smuggled themselves into the Nagaland from across the

frontier.

The signing of the £hillong sccord on November 11,

1975 betveen the followers of Mr.Phizo znd representatives

7. The Telegreph,28th April, 1983(Calcutta).
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of the Indian Government was the outcome of the counter-
ingurgency cperations. The people have come to realise
the futility of blood shed and nonimplementation of deve-
lopment works., It was the author's view that major. part
of security operations were éarried on the basis of infor-
mation given by the villagers., Heports in the newspapers
about freguent clashes betweon follovers of Mr.lssakswak
and Mr.Mulveh of the Hational Socialist Council of Wage-
land (N&CH) and Mr.,Khole of the Nags Federal Government
(NFG) are suggestive of acute internal rivalry among the
ejtremists., The NECN has rejected Mr.Phizo and 1s tryling
to eliminate signitéries of the Shillong Accord.

After tho signing of the &hillong Accord, over
00 rebels have come over-ground, But for the first time
in the history of pro-communist lHaga socislist Council
of Kagaland which was formed in 1979, hard-cores like the
self~styled Major I'thoko Sema, bodyguard of Mr.Iisssk has
surrendered. £o far, 30 hard cores have surrendered along
with their arms, These rebels have told newsmen that the
life of undergroini is very tough.The Chinese authorities
have refused them any sort of help snd seome of the rebels
are at the point of starvation. Furthermore, meny of them
are treated no better than servants by the extremist leaders

and thelr dependents.
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There have been group clashes, mutual distrust
and struggle for leadership enhanced by th? fact that
Hr.tuivah is a Nega from Manipur, while the majority
of hardcore rebels hail from Nagaland. The author also
infers that there exist no agresment between India and
Burma to laungp a Joint offensive against the insurgents
(6fficlally). But both Burmese and Indian security forces’
havse stepped up counter-insurgeney operations in their
respective areas. This dees not mean the end of insurgent
activities in Nagalend., The insurgents whore total
strength is put at 500 are well eyuipned and may well

keep up the struggle.

There is no gimmick that can solve and end the
Nage problem, The problem will vork itself out to its
conclusion, but in its own time. We have observed some
of the innerforces underlying the osroblem,and further
seen that these forces cannot be summarily discounted
or dismicsed., India. .has behind her the experienc of
35 years to gulide her in her future relation with the
Nagas. The government of India have gained by this exper-
ience, a clearer appreciation of the mainsprings of the
Naga actizn and attitudes.(and through this experience,
government of India has been better eguipped to deal
¥ith situations in Menipur angd Mizoram). They:will not

be as haorsh in their judgement and reaction as thoy
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so often have been doing in the past, But if the Nagas
de cherish in their hcarts with sincerity the Christian
doctrine of forgiveness and atoncment, The vorking of
the Naga problem to a happy end may yet prove to be a

reality decpite the bruises they have suffered.

[ 4
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This problem of the Naga insurgency has been
approached judicially, The analytical challenge lay in
the central theme of the thesis, Nature and pattern of

8, that has been viewed

»
<

in the contemporary conditions, In the process, it was
evident that the insurgent leaders have inavertendly

became the victims of their own lack of comprehension in

the rapidly changing politico-geographic env.irouzsnt(which
was caused by the British withdrawal from the subcontinent
in 1947, emergence of communist China in 1949 s d Bangladesh
in 1971) of the region,

From the analysis so far, it is very clear that
history, geography, economic development and socio-political
aspects have significant impact on the insurgency in Nagaland.
There has been no doubt that the physicel milieu had played
a significant role in the development of Nagas insurgent
movement. Inaccessibility and the rugged topography of the
state has proved itself, in time, conducive a8 well as
bane to the insurgent movement in Nagaland., Thus along
with thick vegetation and low visibility among others, had
complicated the movement, Thus it can be seen that, when-

soever such movements do not consider the hard physical
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fact of the area concerned (despite) its initial success,
the movement is found to fail (unless the area is richly

endowed with resources).

Although entire Nagaland (Naga hill district)
had come under the British influence and administration
(excluding the unadministrative area of Tuensang district)
there were few gsections of populace vho were politically
active and vho remained as sopokesman of the movement,
Their efforts to identify and distinguish themselves from
the rest of the country was encouraged by the colonial
rulers, Bthnichty and distrust became the focal point,
This suggested that the spatial arrangement must be such
that minimumdlstortion (psychologicael) may have either
retarded or inhibited the development of the tribes and
the unsurgent movement. Political domination,better commu-
nication facilities etc,, were indirectly suggested by
the colonial rulers as instrumentas which encouraged the
tribal fear of absorption and loss of identity after

independence.

It can thus be said that the analysis of the Naga
underground movement and the interest of their leaders

clesarly illustrates:

(1) That extremist leaders resorted to the use of
force to decide the issue. It then suggested that the

7



insurgency formed a continuum by which the insurgent
pursued their interests. However, the choice of means
under the chtcumstances was not only their own dbut also
was the function of certain environmental conditions

over wvhich they had no control.

(2) The alliences and unity between various tribes
in the early stages of insurgency suggested that it vas
a means to explicate and precise the existance of commona-
1ity of interest emong them (either through ignorsnce or
by force) and transform it into a legal obligation of the

populace,

It follows that emong the Naga tribes, that there
is no such large scale community of interest-common, or
complimentary- either the unity between them will break as
vas proved later (see chapter V and VI) or display their
traditional aggressiveness which never provided a firm
foundation, The Naga situation clearly demonstrates that
the unity between the diverse tribes depended upon the
duration end success of the gtruggle through wvhich the
movement was able to achieve and retained the advantages

so derived (as in the early stages).
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The Naga ambivalance towards gpace complicated
a balanced investigation. They (extremist leaders) sought
a definite space but their politidal background only indi-
cated its relative vweesknesses., It remains that had it
only been peace, dlstance and stabillity that vas needed,
Nagaland vould have never been faced behavioural complexit-
les. One can add that inherent political antagonism and
insurgency would never be solved or achieve their purpose.
If one does not turn agway from the reality of the situation,
the solution to the problem hags to be sought within the
context of inngte needs of the people environment and
integration with Indian Unién, Abundance of study clearly
1llustrete, the consequence of violence which the Naga
tribes experienced. There activély defended territories
and unchanging tribal boundaries came under new pressures

in’wnich their intransigency was no help at all.

Inherent i{n their enviromment, was the fact that
the diverse areas of Naga hills had the capacity to sustain
the populgtion in varying degrees. Neither was any damage
inflicted by t he inter-tribal conflict., The onset of
administration and subsequent policies united the various
Naga tribes who began to voice their political viev point
in concert (missionaries actively beceme one of the rally-

ing pointé which tempered that treaditional aggressiveness
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to an establish but allien administrative mores and values).
Their political beliefs and explanation gradually intruded
their domestic arrangements as well as other aspects. In
short, as far as the Hagas were concerned (to a large ext-
ent by extremist leaders as vell) the phenomena of space

greatly impinged upon their behaviour.

The Naga insurgent elements, it seems, considered
the extension of authority as intrusion of their personnal
space without considering the fact that political environ-
ment in the world in general and the sub-continent in
particular had undergone drastic changes. They presisted
upon their traditional interpretation of space and @istrict
identity from the rest, They lacked comprehension about
the offer of autonomy in the early phase of their struggle.
Their insistance on reverting td situation that existed
prior to British annexation and independence only makes it
obvious that their conceptual bages of geographical location

and political environment was weak and tenuous.

But any consideration tio the problem of insurgency
in Nagaland, should necessarily consider the territorial
propensities.Thelir territorial principle heve remained
effective., The territorial pattern provided a premise to
investigate, although singe lete 1960's and early 1970's
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the insurgent movement has spread to Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripura ( it vas present in Upper Burma which was
contingulous to these states). The stepped up counter-
insurgency operations resulted in de-territorialisation
of the movement. From the insurgent's point of view this
vas not followed by the conceptual subsituttes that
could have kept the intensity of movement alive. VWhat
their strategy and ideological stand failed to realise
vas that territorial manifestations and personal space
offers gdequate accommodation in Nagaland and vithin the

framevwork of Indian constitution.

Viewing the distribution pattern of tribes in
the insurgents context, onee can clearly state that social
distance was expressed by its scattered disperssion that
constantly discouraged the influence of alian elements,
socleal space and distance in Nggaland context can be
summed up to include an rmrea of permanent loeation and
wvith definite boundaries(that which is recognised by other
Naga tribes), Their territorial behaviour ves inherent in
their environment though certain distinct disparities

exists,

Again apart from the proposition of common
political forum(?) the Naga tribal groups were separated

from each other. The separation have been through
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acceptance of territorial rights (this has also brought
about significant problems to the Naga insurgents band
in the Upper Burme), and group antagonism. A closer ana-
lysis clearly reveals a mosalic of territories that vere
discrete and their impact in the distridbution of social
order, The consequence of which was in the form of
integration, It was only a (common) suspicion that zided
and abetted by the concerned parties that resulted in
Joining of forces by various Naga tribal communities

ageinst the Central Government in 1950.

The fears of dominance as advocated by extremist
leaders Aay at oneeend of a continuum in the early faces
of insurgency in Nagaland. The psychological consequences
of the {nhabitants of Nagaland was dictated by both the
insurgents and Government. Though dominance vas expressed
by in terms of space, restricted environment thwarted any
definite territorial spacing between them. Intensity of
the movement did not bring about any organised principle
but parallel government of the fnsurgents - the Naga
federal government (NFG),

The formation of NFG was preceded by gradual
emergence of an elite who through their political power
compemplated on the controlling the soclial space -~ Nagalangd



- without sharing it. However, in this, the extremist
leaders grossely miscalculated and came in confrontation
with central government for a relation of dominance in
space. As a result, in the initlal phases, the insurgency
remained non-territorial while it continued to be domi-
nent over the tribal population (this hss despite any

territorial success which the insurgent would have had).

This then leads us to presume that the Nagsa
insurgent movement desparately needed a territorx which
in turn was a consequence of & space. The need for terri-
torf became imperative., Hovever, this failure manifested
itself as a politicel issue and insurgent elements strove

for recognisation and equality.

Theoreticelly or practically such a stands did
not help in territoriel arrangements., The exposure of
deterritorialisation resulted in the establishment of
sanctuaries across the international frontiers in Burma
(this vwes again at the goodwill of insurgents elements
of uppsr ourama). Passing through the continuum resulted

in the 1ncraa/sing conflicts within the Naga insurgents
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movement, Insurgents environment therefore imposed serious

limitation, failure to tackle effectively, Immensity of
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organisation resulted in either the surrender to the

security forces or elimination,

This then suggest. that the Naga insurgency is
fundamentally a consequence of Nage percepation of state
that clashed with reality. Tioe political boundaries
which they lnherited bore little relationship to the
traditional tribal areas. Nonetheless t he Haga irreden-
tism has played & relatively small part as destablising
factor in tle region. Certainly disruptive possibllities
and separatism are evident dut the Naga insurgency has
indicated that untill the pre-requisities are full filled

such movements can hardly succeed,

The problem of insurgents physical environment
should not normally be beyond solution., MNeither should
incidence of insurgency place beyond the powers of solution,
But in eny event the basic essence in the Naga insurgency
dilemma reflected not the continuation of the struggle but
concentration of powers and decision making apparatus in

the state.
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Proamble: That t he right of the Nagas to develop
according to their freely expressed
Wishes 18 receognised,

1. Judicialy All cases whether Civil or Criminel

arising between Hagas in the Naga Hills be disposed
of by duly constituted Haga court sccording to Naga
cuastomary s~aw, or such law as may be introduced with
the consent of duly recognised representative organi-
sations, save that where a sentence of transportation ‘
and death has been passed there will beda righ’to

appeal to the Governor.

In cases arising between lHagas and Non-Nagas
in (a) Kobima and Hokokchung town areas (b) in the
neighbouring plains districts the judgé, if not a Nage,
will be assisted by a Nags assessor,

2. Executive; The general principle is accepted
that wvhat the RBHC will pay for it will control. This
principle will apply equally to the work done as well
ag the staff employed while the district officer vill
be appointed at ths discretion of the Governor, sub-

divisional council with a full-time Executive president,
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paid by the KNC would be regponsible to the District
Officer for all matters falling within the latters
regponsibility and the lNC for all matters falling
within their responsibility. In regard to (a) Agricul-
ture: The HNC will exercise all the powers now vested
in the District officer, (b) C.%W.D. The BNC will take
over full control; (c¢) Educetion and Forest; The NiC

is prepared to pay for all services and staffs.

3. Ieglslature: That no laws passed by the provi-
sional or central Leglslature vhich would materially
affect the turms of this agteement or the religious
practices of the liagas shall have legal force in the
Naga Hill without the consent of HNIC,

In case of dispute as to whether any law d4id
so effect this agreement the matter would be referred
by the HNC to the Governor who would then direct that
the law in question should not have legal foree in
the Naga Hills pending the decision of the gehtral

government .

Jand: That lend with all i{ts resources in the
Naga Hills should not be aliented to a non-Nega without
the caonsent of the RNC,
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5 Taxation: That the Haga National Council will
be responsidble for impositlon, collection and expenditure
6f land revenue and house tax and of such other taxes

as may be imposed by t he HHC.

6, Boundaries: That the prescnt administration
division should be modified so as -

(1) to bring into the Naga Eills district all
the forests transfered tco S8ilbsagar angd

Nowgong Districts inthe past and

(11) to bring under one unified administrative
unlt as far as possible all Nagas. All the
areas so included will be within the scope

of the present proposed agreement,

No arsas should be transferred out of the Naga
Hills without the consent of the NNC,

7. Arms_Act: The Distriet officer will act on the
advice of the National Council in gccordance with the

provisions of the arms Act,

8. Regulations: The Chin Hill Regulation mnd Bengal

Eastern Frontier Regulation will remain in force.
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9. Period of Agreement: The Governor of Assam as
the ggent of the Covernment of Indian Union will have

a speclial responsibility for a period of ten years to
ensure the due observance of this agreement; at the
end of this period, the Naga Nationel Counclil vill be
asked vhether they require the sbove agreement to be
extended .for further perioed, or a new agreement regar-

ding the future of the Naga people arrived at.
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T THE OF A CORD

1. The followving representatives of t he underground
organisations met the Governor of Nagalanrd, Shri L.P.Singh,
representing the Government of India at Shillong on 10th
and 11tk YNoy.1975. '

1. Shri I.Tenjendba 2, 8hri S.Dahru 3.5hri Veenyiyi
Rhakhu &, Shri Z.Ratyo 5. Shri M.Assa 6, Shri
Keviyallay.

2. There was a series of four discussions, Some of
the discussions were held with the Governor alcne, at
others, the Governor was assisted by the two advisers

for Hagaland Shri M.Ramunny and H.Zopianga, and Shri.
#.L.Kampani Jt.Cecretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs.
All the mewbers of the lLiason (Committee namely Kev,iongri,
Ao, Dr, M.Aram, 8Shri,L,lungaleng, Shrli Kenneth, Kerhew
and Shri lungshim Shalga, Participated in the discussion.

3. The following vere the ocutcome of the discusslon:

(1) The representatives of the underground orga-
nisations conveyed their decision of their
own vollation, to accept without condition,

o L
< the eonstitution of Indla.

(ii) It vas agreed that the arms now underground,

would be dbrought ot and deposited at appropriate
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plades. Datalls for giving effect to this
agreepent will be worked out between thenm
and representative of the Government, the
security forces, ond members of the liaison

Committiee,

(iii)ft was agreed that representative of underground
orznnisati~n should have reasonable time to for-
malate other iasue for discus:ion for final se-

ttlenent,

- Dated, L Lillong

lovenber 11, 1975,



BIBLIOGRAPHIC HOTE

One of the mest difficult problem involved in
vriting the present work was the scarcity and unrelisbllity
of research material, There 18 no comprehensive dbibliogra-
phy on the Naga insurgency(with geographical view point).
The matérlal that has been cocllected in some instances has
been co~related, while the absence of reliable materiasl
vag felt throughout. For the benefit of succeoding research
in the same theme a brief resume of source materials and

problems, I have sncounted is presented here,

Sonrge:

The author has not attempted tho use many of his
sources, because either the facts presented by them was
not substantive or the material they gave compel the author
not to disclose his sources, Much of the materiasl thus has
to be treeted secondary., Author's own pre-cccupation and
knovledge compels many of the sources as secondary in

character,

The author has besides depended on the secondary
sources for much of his information, Rational 1ibrary in
Calcutta, National Archive of India, New Delhi, and other
1idraries has besn consulted at length, The analysis is
purely suthorf's viev point and it does not at any stage 1is

reflection of government of India's view point,
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