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l?Ri&FACE 

"The general princi plea which govern the 
application or geograpey in the general areas or mlli­
tar.r concern, appl.,y to problems of counterinsursency. 
However, the technique of geographical analysis of 
conflicts ot interest can be WJetul here. one part 
of the problem of counterinsurgency appertains to fore­
seeing the outbreak of insurgent activities and to esti­
mating the fUture requirement for counterinsurgenc.r 
activities. Geographical evaluation can contribute to 
such foresight, both in the estimate of the most likely 
form of insurrection and in the estimate or the advan­
tage which might derive from sponsoring revolt in a 
particular place." 

(Louis c.Peltier and G.Etzel Pearcy, M!lltarx Geograabx 
' Indian Ed.{Ne"W Delhi,1981) pp.9)-96. 

Tm present anal.,ysis is 1r1ith the intent to pro~e 

into the underqing relationship (spatial) or the insur­

gents movement in Nagaland to the people who speak it as 

their own in an environmental framework. It also seeks 

to identit,y the underlYing dynamics of the movement(so ca­

lled Nationalist expression of the few) that express the 

dynamics in tbeir distinctive social behaviour and geogra­

phical environment. The al1tbor bas attempted to show the 

role of geographical factors as one ot the man,y determin­

ing factors in all this interactions. such an approach, 
\ 

to authorls knowledge bas never been presented before, nor 

bas the name vhich the author has attached to it. E~en the 

attempted analysis is unusual 1 lend1ng itself to be elabora­

ted in succeeding chapter~. 



Wblle many had written on insurgency• and on 

Nagaland, lt bas almost invariably have been as an appen-
6-~ 

ctage or coloniiUsm { and capitalism), add onl¥ a rela-

tively few since independence on such problems. There bad 

been a conBlderable discussion 1n respect to origin and 

development of insurgency in Nagaland with its associa-, 
ted di acri.tici:l., varied soc1e-econom1c and political pro-

ble~ 

It bad evidently occured to no one {possibly) 

to understand the role of geographical factors that moti­

vated ( 1llpart) the movement. It is or course ditfi01lt 

to overemphasis th€ role of this factor, when one sees 

the overall development of the state. 

Other factors too have contributed to the 

author's ap·)roe.ch. Among them vas the basic dynamics 

of social and pol1t1co-econom1c aspects, "'bich seems to 

the author, greatly clarified the ettect of insurgeneJ 

upon the Nag a •s a ociety. The author had also sought to 

indicate contrastively the validity or the geographical 

bases of the study by paralelling it with(to some extent) 

their ideological bases. 

*The words insurgents, extremists, etc. are used inter­
changeablY throughout tbe present work. 



one important and significant challenge was the 

Nag§ perception and its response to integration with the 

Indian Republic. As the author feels, their ideology 

that vas essentially tribal in character from the outse~ 

proved difficult to adJust or recognise the advantage 

or ~e remaining ~ith the Union ot India. Their presiata­

nce and resultant offensive (insurgency) had struck the 

author
1
as an example of an ideological blas that required 

clarification. 

It soon became evident to the author that the 

vork bad to be planned aroQDd 

-
(i) tbe geographical baaes and its relationship, and 

(1i) Contrast between socio-economic parametres and 

their political implications. Inwvitably tbe question of 

sources, origins and foundations involved in the 41n~1cs 

ot 1nsurgeno1 aa well as arising from the above two points 
0 

began to foeus themselves in the study. out ot this nttional 

and 'social forces em~rged the concept of process, vhose 

social ramification vas founded upon d1fferent1at1on within 

the Naga society. 

Tbe present analysis is an attempt, than, to con­

struct and establish a relationship bet~een the environ­

mental matrix and 1nsurgenc1 tn Nagaland. This is because 



there have been efforts in making the problem actuallY 

etbnlc one which bas posed a challenge to India's secu­

rity environment. Again rigbt from independence there 

had been an uncanny continuity of events (in the North­

east that is continuously testing tbe Indian Union). 

The present attempt also seaks to fill up 

some of the gaps that exist about the state and the 

1nsargent movement. a, providing a spatio-temporal freme­

~ork of references, tbe author seeks to clarify but has 

hitherto been in doabt. 

Place:Shillong 
r Date J-:S January, 1984. 

~~~c~~ 
Subesb Chandor 
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INTRODUCTI QN 

Analysis of (and studies on) insurgency , 
is a part of Political Geography and very ll ttle 

has been done so far. The study takes into account 

the changing pattern of political and ideological 

factors that not only threaten the status quo but 

also induce significant ~ographioal changes. These 

changes, then, as the author contends, bave direct 

bearing on the landscape; and any change in the 

landsc~~e brings forth ne~ sets of spatial relation­

ships (that de_pend upon the degree of preceeding 

relat1onsh1·ps). 

Insurgency in Nagaland indicates a relation­

ship between natural environment and political re­

sponses· (for example, the pre-determined frame of 

reference among the insurgents). Author feels that 

through Political Geography, the role of factors 

and forces can be evaluated including that or the 

insurgency. 

Whatever action that has taken place within 

the Naga environment, does not fall Wlder any knovn 

i 

1. See Richard Muir (19?S) Modern Politig~ GeographY 
(London) pp.110-112, and R.W.¥1CColl(199)"The Insur­
gent State; territorial bases of revolution, 11 .Annals 
Assgc1at1gn of American Geograpbf(AAAG) Vol.59~~) 
PP• 13-31. /~ 



instance. The Naga insurgency, 1n the study, has 

been considered as unique and has been treated as 

.$_ueh. The nature and pattern of insurgent act1vi ty 

2 

in Nagaland bas been reflected in number of books and 

articles, that have described at length the origin and 

development of armed insurgency in Nagaland as well as 

other associated events in this strategic part of t be 

country. These books end artieles have suggested the 

approaches to the Naga problem and have attempted to 

describe subjective and objective conditions. These 

studies also included the role of the people of Nagaland 

in the armed struggle. But these books and articles though 

ot quall ty may need not be necessarily taken as ·an indi­

cator to the spatio-temporal pattern of the Naga insur­

gency and the people who promoted them. 

Some ot the most protraeted and bloody guerilla 

\Jar was such as in Vietnam, Cambodia etc. have not show 

any definite tbeoritical framework. But they are ref­

lection of strategy to a particular time and place, for 

example after the \.Jorld War II
1
Kurds have continuously 

fought and experienced the theme of guerilla warfare, 

eventhough they have not read a book on the subject. 



The ultimate result is not due to their lack of 

knowledge of reading guerilla literature or any 

doctrinal short comings. This is in contrary to 

some of the armed insurgent mo~ements .that had very 

strong ideological background but had failed miser­

ably d~e to the lack of geographical bese,, {for 

example the continuing struggle in Upper Burma or 

in the Golden triangle). 

Perhaps what is happening in Manipur and 

Tripura (though having ideological basis} bas perhaps 

no validity in the Naga situation, but as these 

states are territorialy contiguous, the geographical 

implication are significant. During the training 

period, however, the insurgents lacked resources and 

which have compelled quite a few Naga imsurgents 

leaders to adopt a particular ideological front (as 

the case of Muviah group calling themselves as Naga 

soc-ialists or the NS,CN). 

3 

The docterine of guerilla activity in N&Baland 

bas to be studied in the context or time and space •. It 

bas to be subjected to a critical analysis, for by no 

means, 1t provides a true reflection of guerilla 



experience and reaction of the central government. 

Many of the insurgents have joined the movement with 

the definite perceived committements ( as the insur­

gent leaders interpreted and indoctrinated the raw 

recruit~. But with the due process of time, they found 

that there goal was not in sight, and saw the relevan­

cy of the tact that the prosperity of Nagaland lay in 

their union "''ith India ( 197~ Shillong Accord clearly 

illustrates this. See also Appendix - !J..). 

The propagators oft he Naga insurgent movement 

(though vacillated by their perceived and ambiguious 

ideology) were intact lured, as the author feels, by 

the politico-economic advantages that ~ould have ace~ed 
from the creation of independent Nagaland. Their con­

ception,therefore+geographically, politically and econo­

mically is not viable. The only advantage which the 

propagators of the Naga movement could have(?) acheived 

with some success wan to have been a constant irritant 

in the India-China relations in this strategic location. 

Further, the author feels that even socially and cultur­

allY, the entire concepts that lay behind the insurgent 

movement could not have been plausible. For, 

1) The Naga as an ethnic group are dispersed 



in parts of Arunachal Pradesh,.Manipur and Burma 

besides, Nagaland proper. The inter and intra­

tribal differences within themselves have, to a 

substantial degree,- given them a static outlook, 

ii) the presence of insurgent groups 

in Burma like that of the Kachins, Karons, Shans, 

Burmese Communist Party, etc!' have a very dominant 

presence. The Naga movement, in comparison, is in 

minority and sotar the Nages insurgents have never 

been assimilated in this broader regional insurgent 

movement, nor they-have been able to influence them 

adequately. Intact, it can be said with substantial 

clarity that the N aga movement is localised pheno­

menon in a broader international perspective. This, 

however does not rule out their sanctuaries in Burma 

or whatever material aid they have received from 

other external forces. As a result whatever the 

movement that is taking place is merely an expression 

.ot dissidents who have discarded all avenues except 

the organizational change '"ithin the Naga society 

and within the Indian Union. 

5 

As far as the question of identity is concerned 

the opPonents of the union or the insurgent's view, is 



large.l,y biased and misinterpreted, (in this \day they 

were often encouraged by the British administrators 

on the eve of independence). For the S,ixth Schedule 

of the constitution of India and the existence of 

Nagaland as autonomous state is in itself a defending 

poi~t against the insurgen~s advocacy. In this respect 

the role and operation of government and private 

agencies have been questioned. For it vas stated that 

they-have persistently acted as- a disruptive element, 

6 

a case in point was the stand taken by Rev. Michel Scott. 

The present analysis is part of ~ider stud,y, which 

tbe author believes has not been attempted before - a 

critical interpretation of naga ~roblem from the 

geographical- (an environmental) vie111 point. The present 

analysis deals with the insurgency and the 1nsurgents. 

It does not aim at presenting a solution - for such 

a solution vould be either exceedingly vague or 

unacceptable to al1 concerned. Although many such 

studies have their own uniqueness, they often formed a 

part of historical and sociological enquiries(but they 

esehew generalisation}. There are still common pattern 

to be discovered and analysed. It is to the search 

for these patterns from the geographical perspective 



that this study is devoted. Bence tm comparative 

approach (politico-geographical) whtch has been 

used by the au.thor in this studY(&'is aware of its 

limitations~. 

7 

The analysis of the insurgent activity ts·e not 

very complicated nor is, it·~ full of mys~y. For they 

have been more or less the same with slight variation 

~all over the world. The Naga intransigence(trom early 

times) have been one of preserving their 1dent1 ty 

and territorial independence, while harassing any power 

that had inten~ion of forcing a political dominance. 

Their tactics were based on common sense and immagi­

nation, varying from tribe to another and from loca­

tion to another, to take advantage or those reforms 

that were beneficial to them particularly, vhile oppo­

sing those which did not meet their approval. These are 

primarly effected by the geographical conditions as 

well as fue social and political process and matrios. 

These were in the background of nev techniques and 

innovations taking peace from time to time in the 

broader regional, national and international environ­

ments. These developments alongwith geographical 

influences are examined in detail in the present study. 



It is in the analysis from the environmental point 

of view to the Naga insurgency that most of tbe 

difficulty ~ere encountered. 

The present study in which modest attempt 

has been made to integrate the physical, social an~ 

economic variables will lead to a clear picture of 

'the present problem of insurgency ln Naealand. 

An attempt has aleo been made to find out 

how much importance should be attributed to the 

environmental backgroun~ and political orientation of 

the insurgent movement {this is in the general rrame­

"··ork of the si tuat1on prevailing in the North-East 

India). Or to put it differently, to identif.Y the 

basic nationalistic·impulses underl11ng the tribal 

(Naga) responses. Further/the present study also 

seeks a possible explanation of the decision-making 

process/ apparatus tha~ ultimate shaped the spatia­

temporal pattern of the movement. 

Literature survey: 

8 

The study of insurgency is as old as geographer's 

interest 1n the man-environmental relationships. Origi­

nating tram the humble beginnings of the earliest man, 



it has been cross-bred again and again with different 

ideologies and strengthened ~lth technological inno­

vations through the ages. The development of man's 

mind and his innovations ~f tools and traps were the 

prec~rsors of his offensive and defensive measure 

against nat~ral and man made hazards or opposition. By 

gradually exploiting mobility, surprise and deception, 

he ~rther developed the techniqae of chase and hunting 

to offset superiorit~ of a stronger adversary. Such 

tactics were known to have beon adopted on a broad­

scale e.s early as 360 £.C. against Emperor Bunang 

in China. Isolated guerilla operation motivated by 

fanatic zeal were launched during the crusades and 

the Hundred year ~ar. Though in India, in their fight 

aga1ns t Mughal Emperors, Haj puts nnd later sikhs 

employed the tactics of guerilla ~arfure. The real 

credit for successfullY moblising large masses for the 

f1rst time for guerilla warfare must go to the Marathas. 

From the contemporary conceptG)Shivaj1 can be rightly 
. ~ 

acclaimed as the world's ttrst modern insurgent. Cueri-

lla operations of some significance also came to be 

witnessed during the American War of Independence and 

2. V.K. Anand {1981) Conflict in Nagaland,(Now Delhi) 
p.3. 



the civil war in America. In Spain similar opera-

" tiona were conducted against the Napoleones armies 

and later during the civil war. The German, Italian, 

and the Japanese forces follo\o•ed by the British, 

French, Dutch and Portugese also faced guerilla 

opposition in their conquered territories. The Red 

Indians, Negroes, Aborigins and a variety ot Asian 

tribesman still resort to guerilla ~arfare to a 

great advantage (see also apperulix -lOr) .&J24~<!-"~ 

10 

Realising the use and importance of geographi­

~al factors in the insurgency, McColl noted that virtually 

every aspect of the insurgency processes has undergone 
3 

intense study, There remains one element however, that 

has not received adequate attention. This is the 

geographic aspect in the evolution as well as definition 

ot revolutionary movements. He tried to co-relate the 

geographical factors responsible for the insurgency in 

the different parts of the ~orld i.e. Cuba(1958) China, 

( 192?-3lt-) Central Luzon( 191+6-50) Greece ( 19lt8) Java 

( 19~) S.outb Vietnam ( 1960). He found that tor contem­

porary national revolutions, the capture and control 

3. McColl,n.1,p.61lt-. 



of territory has virtually become a territorial 

imperative. Control of a geographic part of the 

state is essential for initiating the guerilla 

movement. Each stage of ~ guerilla war has its 

basis in geographic as well as political circum­

stances. If a system of guerilla base areas evol­

ves, than a parallel state (Insurgent state) is 

formed. It is t be continuance effort to create 

an insurgent state, complete ~ith the elements 

of power, core areas and administrative units that 

from the manifestation of the insurgent's territo­

rial imperative. 

11 

Tl5.e N:aga·.landscape at the very outset (as 

well as seen in the subsequent analysis) reveals 

following inherent or explicit features, which to a 

greater extent, have influenced the course of events 

that had taken place. These are:-

i) The accessibility for Nagaland (as the 

insurgents believes) lies not via B1.1rma but ,through 

.Srahampu tra Valley. 

1i) Despite the long period of co-existence 

a basic minimum intercourse be tween the plain and 



hill people had taken place that has along ~~ i th ( i) 

have encouraged few to advance the necessity for 

safeguarding their 1dant1t1 and strengthening tbe 

concept of racialism. 

12 

iii) The nature of the geographical dispersion 

of the tribal communities in the strategically 

sensitive frontier suggests extra mural relationship 

and influences. 

iv) The difference that existed ~!thin the 

Naga tribes- to merge vitb India or to separate did 

not require a political action that changed it 

self to active anne~ opposition. The continuance of 

this opposition ledULntens1fication of conflict 

sit"ation that brought ideological, political ,and 

economic goals v1th1n the overall environmental 

frame work th~t were incompatible. 

v) The prevalence of tension in limited 

geographical area-Nas.aland - in which the tendency 

of confrontation resulted in continuous action and 

counter action directed towards co-operation and 

developments, as against isolation and economic 

backwardness. 
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vi) The Naga insurgency is primarily ideological 

and political with economic factors tended to look 

closely inter-related. Leaving aside all other factors, 

ideological factor became paramotmt (Racism and 

extreme tribal nationalism). This was transformed as 

major politico-socJal force directed towards definite 

goal. 

In order .to bring out the salient features 

of the problem, following postulations are made:-

1) That geographical position and historical 

development, are to a large extent, determining 

factors that has, regardless of the kaleidoscopic 

changes of contemporary events and despite the form 

of Government instituted or political party in power, 

the situation (or the problem of insurgency) in 

N agaland has a tendancy to return again and again to 

the general and fundamental alignment-i.e. status 

quo. 

ii) That there may be exist a causal relation­

ship vhiob may asserts itself.between some environ­

mental factors or sets of factors on the one hand and 

some attitude, action or state of affairs- ·on the 

other ( particularly their interpretation and appli­

cation). 



iii) That the incidence of insurgency sotar 

has made it imperative to identit,y the distinction 

between the political attitudes and policy decisions 

on the one hand and on the other by layout in space 

or other state of affairs operational. 

These assumptions, then enable1the author to 

seek probable interpretations ot solution to the 

following questions that are inherent in the analysis 

ot s uch themes • 

( 1) Bow far the environmental factors have 

become related to the perception and decisions. For 

this essentially entails the policy of integration 

being apperceived and taken into account by those 

who participate in the process {the Central Govern­

ment, the State Government and the insurgent leaders) 

(2) How tar the postulations that have been, 

made, can provide fruitful linkages between the various 

approaches to the study. 

(3) Bow far the factors have been significantly 

related to the final solution (as it is today in 

Nagaland) even though the role ot such. factors are 

not apperceived and taken into aecount in the tinal 

solution ? 



(~) How far the opportunities 

tiona latent or implicit in the mileu of the state 

(in relation to the problem) can be caloalated ? 

{5) Bow far the environmental situations 

and topical explanatory premises can be use:tul for 

the analJsis of the problem under consideration. 

The present study is based on the field 

survey (which the author was able to make., h3 was 
' 

able to collect some aspects of material pertain-

ing to his study. It was however, limited) and 
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secondary data in some cases. Tbe first few chapters 

are primarilY based on the secondary sources. In 

additlon to these, the author was able to interview 

few in the study area to obtain observations and 

information that helped to clarify few points signi­

ficantly. Tbese were regarding the attitude of the 

people and insurgents towards state and central 

Government, their socio-economic background and 

standard of living who joined the movement. The village 

headman and other elder persons were able to provide some 

information about the problem. 
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flgn gf Work gng Methogologx: 

The study is divided into 8 chapters(1nclu­

ding introduction and conclusion). The study is 

planned and designed within an environmental cum 

socio-economic framework, begins ~1th an assessment 

of the pbyslograpbic background of the region. 

In chapter I an analysis has been made on 

the geographical background as ~~ell as the analysis . 
of related but complex problems. The insurgent 

operations is an implicit phenomenon within the 

geographical framework ot Nagaland •. Various geogra­

phical 1nd1c1es have been prepared for a better 

understanding of the area in terms of environmental 

conditions. In this chapter discussion has been made 

to emphasize the different aspects which have a direct 

bearing on the insurgency. The basic logic of this 

chapter is also to find out bO'• far the environmental 

factors are responsible for high intensity of insur­

gency in one region and law intensity in another region. 

In chapter II an attempt has been made on 

factors whicb form the background of the problem. It 

also analysis the impact of earlier political organization 

on the Nagas. This chapter concluds "-1th the discussion, 



the impact of colonial ruler and their role in the 

development of 1ns~rgency in the Nagaland~ 

17 

In chapter III an analysis has been made to 

find out the economy and level of development of 

Nagaland. In the first part of this chapter a detail­

ed investigation is made to find out the economy by 

taking into consideration some variables such as 

Agriculture, Industries, road and communication 

development. Secondly the existing pattern of level 

ot development have been examined to identity the 

area ~b1ch is m~ch developed, and its impact on the 
\ 

insurgency. In this study KendalStechnlque has been 

adopted. In this exercise the approach bas been made 

the elimination of bias of the scale of 13 selected 

indicators and also of their 4·sets separately by 

dividing them by their respective means and therefore, 

making them scale free. The value of each division ot 

variable by respective means are added horizontally 

to form the composite score for each set. These index 

values for each observation are subsequently grouped 

on the basis of range differences to p~t-each observ~­

tion i.e. circles into a certain rank ~b1ch represents 

its level of development. 
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Chapter IV deals ~~ith socio-political set 

up of Naga tribes. The present situation of political 

awareness among the Nag as and their tradi tlons bound 

laws and ous toms are analysed in this chapter. The 

awareness of being one people which was understandably 

absent among tbe ~iages till very recently. The impact 

of their customs and traditions on the present problem 

also discussed in this chapter. 

In the V chapter which deals with the N aga 

inaurgency entirely based on field survey. This chapter 

embodies the existing pattern of N~ga insurgency, the 

area of high 1ntens1 ty and lm1 1ntens1 ty. The de\le lopment 

process and manifestation of the problem is also dis­

cussed in detail. The pre -requis1 tes to start an insur­

gency and tbe impact of geographical, economical, socio­

political conditions to help in sustaining the tOsurgenc' 

for such a_long time is also discussed in this chapter. 

ln the las~ chapter (VI) an attempt has been 

made to highlight the level of understanding or the 

problem at regional, n~tional and international levels. 

The central Govemment approach to solve the problem 

and the attitude of the Naga insurgents also discussed 

in detail. 
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The state of Nagaland sprawls over 16,lt.88 

sq.km • 
0 0 

It 1s s 1 tuated between 25.6 to ;o. a.. N ortb 

lat1tllde 
0 0 

and between 93.20 to 9S.13 East longti-

tllde. It acooQnts for O.S2 percent of tbe total 

area of the country. Nageland bas a unique goograpbi· 

eal personality. It is surrounded by Assam on the west, 

Arunachal Pradesh on the nortb, Man1pur on the sol.ltb 

and Bl.lrma on the east. 

It bas magn1t1oant mountains system that 

extends tJ'om the Cbittagong bill tracts to the Patka1 

moWlta1ns as a polnt, where range is joined by north-
' 

eastern ort-sboot of the B1male¥a, 1t adjoins a part 

of the Chin Bills and Aralum Yuma system. U agaland 

comprise~ ot three mountains cb1na, vbich run irregu­

larly parallel to one another from north to south. 

The Barail, tbe N aga range and the Patkal, rising from 

2000 tt. to 13000 ft. Mount. Sarmnati is the loftiest 

peak of tbe state ( 12,663 tt.) in Tuensang area of 

the Patkai range overlooking Bttrma. The Barail range 

enters tbe state at the ~outh-vost corner and trans-

verses 1n a northly direction. It broadens rather 
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steepl,y out into tlagaland and -western Burma (from the 

north-west of Manip&.lr vie.. north Caobar), culminating 

in the peak of J apvo ( 9890 ft. ) • 

The other important peaks are Pe.dna (915'6 tt.) 

end KJpe.neza ( 7970 ft.). These are beautiful glacial 

gorges ~itb steep ~ooded sides, running upto the crest 

or Bara1l, which consist for the greater part a wall 

or grey rock. F'rom this elevated mass transverse spt1rs 

connect other parallel ranges. At some places the 

distance between the ranges are vide enough to enclose 

fertile cultivable ravines and valleys. The Naga range 

forming bewildering series of more or lesE parallel 

ranges in Manipur merges in the south-west ~ith the 

Mizo Hills and Sylbet. North of Koh1ma the main range 

gradually loses Q height. In northern part of Mokok­

ehung district I the Japukong range attains an average 

ot only' 750 21tt in fact. 

The relief of the state can be divided into 
1 

five micro regions (see Map No.B ). 
(i) The area ~1th the height of belo~ ~0 mt ! 

1. 'l'be classification of t be sto.te has been done accor­
ding to the height of the area because: 
(i) It will be easy to understand the area or isola­

tion, relative isolation and area of attraction 
within the state. 

( U) Terrain is an important determinent in the soo1o­
econom1e development and that or insurgency in 
the study area. 
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(11) Area between the height of~ to 800 mts. 

(111) Area between the height of aoo to 1200 mts. 

(1v) Area between the height of 1200 to 1600 mts. 

(v ) The area ~1tb th$ height of more than 1600 mts. 

The ~estern ·portion or the state comes 1n the 

first tvo category of the micro-regions. It covers 

tbe southern most Talu.k H.Q. of Terming, .Juluke, Dima­

pur, Lotsu, Bhandari, Longeham, liaginamara and T1z1t. 

The area bet~een 900 to 1~00 mts covers 'the central 

part of liagqland • In other vords1 we can say it as 

a central upland zone, ~ith the exception or some h1gbor 
' peak like Japvo in the Kohima district. The south-

eastern pert of the state is highly rugged \lith deep 

gorges and steep mountain slopes. The highest peak 

of the state (~aramati) comes in this area. The topo­

graphy of the area is var1 rugged and in access! ble. 

It has become more difficult due to small streams 

and r1 vers. 

There are four major river systems in the 
. 2 

Nagaland, namel,y, Do.Yanl\, D1kbu, Dhanair1 and Tizu. 

2. Directorate of Agriculture,(197~) Sptl,Surxex Repgrta 
Ii~utaland,C Koh1ma) p.1. 



Of these, the Dhans1r1, Doyang and Dikhu river 

systems run to~ards vest and flow into the Brah- · 

maputra. The Tizu river systems on the other hand, 

flows towards eae t and south a as t anj enters t he 

Irrawaddy river in Bl.lrma. 

Doyang,tha longest river 1n tho state 

originates from Japu hills i.e. south-east of 
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Kohima near the southern boundary and flO'-lS northward­

ly. It runs through the Angami inhabited area and 

flows to the eastern edge of t.be Rengma•s o:x:cu;:>iej 

area. From therG, moving northw~rd it enters the 

Lotha inhabited area in the \iokha district. It drains 

a great part or Wokha area and finally after flowing 

to"''ards tho south of t be district debouches the hills 

for the Sibsagar plains. Thiz river is joined by 

many small hill streams in its central and \sestcrn 

parts. 

Chubi which flaws s9uthvard from MokOkchung 

district and joins Doyang is a supplementary system 

of the Doyang river • .Another S\li,l?lementary river 

system of Doyang river is 1lzhtl. It rises from the 

Nerhema area in the Kohima district and after flawing 



through Hiphong in the' Rengma area, lt joins the 

Doyang river in \<Jokha district. 
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Dikhu is another important river that starts 

tro~ tbe central part of. the state. It runa towArds 

the north along the border ot the two adJ o1ning 

districts, na~ely ~okokchung and Tuensang districts. 
' The tribal territories ot Ao, _(Mokokchung district) 

?hom and Konyak (Tuensang district) are drained by 

t~is river. Towards the north 1t is joined by YAn~u 

river "'bich is an important river in the terri tor1es 

of Phoms and Ko~yaks. 

Dhansir1 rises 1n the south west 6f the 

state. It first flows vest~ardly and then takes a 

northwardly cou.rse ( t'ormi.ng a natural boundary with 

!iorth Cachar Bills). Having debouched liorth Caehar, 

it bends east~ard and flows past the Rangapabar­

Dimapur plains 1n Koh!ma district. Again leaving the 

district it flows north~ard untill it falls into the 

Br-ahmaputra. 

Tizu river originates trom Tuensang district 

and flo-v:s southward through Zunhtsbot.o district which 

1s inhabited by the Semaa. It fUrther goes southward 



throltgh, the Changkasang area and finally pours 

into Chind,··in river in Burma. 

An important tributary of Tizu river which 

rises from the extreme eastem part, in the Tu.ensang 

district is Zunki.·It flows southward and mostly 

draining the Khumu.ngan 'I! territory joins T1zu river 

in the south. Apart f'rom these rivers there are a 

large number of rain~d rivulets, the beds or vhicb 

remain dry during dr.f season. The overall drainage 

pattern in the Nagaland 1s dendritic. 

The role of physiographic characteristics 

and the river basins in shaping the human landscape 

cannot be ruled out. It is usu~.ll-y these rivers vhtch 

form the naturRl territorial bouhdary of different 

tribes. It also enables us to understand that the 

spatial distribution of different Naga groups and 

clans are to some e~tent influenced by these natural 

micro regions. We find that the area belmr lt.oo mts. 

are occupied by the Zelinang, Kuki western Dema, 
) 

western Lotha anj Ao's. The boundary bebt:cen tbe Rengma 

and the western Sema is by the Rengma river. The 

natural boundary bet~en the Lotha and Rengma is by 

the Aujong river. Between Lotha and Ao is the small 



river Disal. The natural boundary between the Ao's 

and the tribes of Mon district is by tbe Yangmun 

river {see Map No. ). 
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The central portion of Uagaland, which tall 

in the category of 800-1200 mts. occupied by the Angami, 

.Rengma, Sema, Lotha, Lower Konyak an~ ~angtam groups. 

These tribes are also separated from each other by 

the mountains and rivers. The Angamis are separated 

fro~ Zel1angs and Kuk1 by the trib~taries of Dhens1r1 

river and also by Rengma river wblch separated them 

from Rengma also. Cba.kasang and Angam1 are separated 

from eacb otbar by Doyans river and its tributaries. 

Sema tribe is confined between the two mnin rivers 

ot state, which separates Sema in the western !rom 

Rengma by Doyang river and in the east from Ylmcbunger 

by Ti~u. Upper Konyak and lOlJer Konyo.k are separates 

from each other by the Tllkolt, tributary of Doyang 

river. 

The south-eastern part of 'Nagaland l7hlch is 

more rugged is occupied by Chakesang, Pocburi, l1mcbunger, 

Chana -.and upper Konye~. The physical feature of this 

area had in tum al.Bo divided the same tribe/clan trom 

eaoh ottier. Upper Konyak and Chang are separated from 



eaeb other by the river Yangmun. t<hemeunger, oouth 

Sa.ngtam and Pochury are separated from each other 

by the river Zungui and Thervirate. 

It ean be inferred that the natural micro­

regions bad divided the Naga groups into different 
3 

Clans. This bad induced the tribes to developed 

their own language nnd bab1ts. This divisions did 

not isolate· theo from extra-mural influence, out 

26 

also kept alive the difference between ench group. 

With the help of distribution ofllaga tribal(grouptJ), 

one can identify the areas of isolation and area of 

attraction within the state. The tribes which are 

close to the plains have developed different technique 

in agriculture such as the case of Angaml. vho had 

developed vet cultivation, vhcreas in other parts of 

the state, Jbuming practice is more prominant. The 

tribes of Hokokchung and Kohtme districts are much 

mora de~oped in comparison to the tribes of Tuensang, 

Mon and Phek districts, in respect o! 11tera~y ate. 

3. {1) Upon t~~s analogy, it can be argued thnt at 
the time of peopling of Nagaland by the tribes, 
the altitude as factor in settlements was signi­
ficance. 

(ii )It ce.n also be put forth tm t natural feat"res 
became important boundary marko dividing the 
tribes/clans from each other. 
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The central upland zone is an area of relative 

isolation. The district of Zw1eheboto and part of 

Phek and T\.lensang districts have better access1-

b111ty 1n comparison to the Mon district and eastern 

most stretch of Pbek and Tuensang districts. 

Due to rugged terrain and. difficult aecess1-

bil1 ty, the movement of the people (Tribe) wa."l re­

stricted to their village. The fear of head hunting 

vas also the one factor which kept them t~olated from 

eaeh other. Although their traditional faith 1n their· 

clans and chief kept them aloof from the plain people. 

Th~ 1ri short it oould.be mentioned that the river 

basins and physical environments have performed the 

role or natural ecosystem ~here the separate tribal 

groups initially settled ;and acquired definite and 

distinct characteristics for example the changing 

trend of Nag a tribes from .h e~d hunter to .a gue.rii1·a. 

Farther they also have infltumerd the orientation 

of lines of communication, and the extent of cult1-

.vat1on. 

The elimate of Nagaland varies spatially. In 

the foothills it is wurm subtropical whereas over 



the hills it is cool and temperate. The rapid 

changes 1n topography result in climatic changes 

within short distance. The footb111B, plains, 

shattered valleys and the ranges are marked vi tb 

c~1mnt1o contras ta. In Nagaland the winter are 

cold and the summer are warm. The beginning of 

-winter is marked by a steep fall (almost 5° C) 
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in temperature during the, f1rot month i.e. December. 

January is the coldest montb of the season, llhen 

frost occurs. In the winter the ~1nds are generallT 

light and variable. Occurance of dense fog during 

morning hours becomes a characteristic feature of 

river valley. ft~other interesting aspect of the 

hills And vnlleys is characteristic of inversion or 
temperature, which keeps the valleyn bottoms cold 

at night. 

The spring season is ~arm and humid, but 

the breeze tho~h invigorating is interrupted at 

times by the gales. The north '''estern (outlying) 

foothills areas are hot <md damp us the adJacent 

plains. Rainfall 1s occassional and December is thP. 

driest month of the year. Due to the interaction of 

nortb-lJesterly, southerly and north-easterly airmasses, 
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1nstnb1U ty develops. Due to this severe thunder­

storms oceur extens1vel1, some times preceded by 

dunt raising squall. l-.litb the advance of the season 

the mnount and trequenc7 of rain increase. The rain­

fall if.l generally associated vith thu.nderstorms and 

squalls in the afternoon or even.lng. The monsoon 

period lastin~ for about five months t.rom May to 

September is the dominant season of !fagaland. Rain­

tall 1s gonera.J.J.y heavy in the "Whole state (see table 

No.2.1) and o6mmun1cat1on bet~een different areas 

becomes d1ff1calt. 
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During tne hottest part·or tbe year (July or 
0 

Aug) the temperatute on the average of 40 or 42 c. 

In summer and autum sky is frequently clouded. 

Owing to the thick mtst, which when rising up in 

dense columns t.rom the glens and precipitous slcpeD, 

soon envelop the landscape. 

It has its bleeoing 1nd1sgu1se as it gives 

B'-lpport to orchids and mWJhroom, which bloom 

uninterruptedly in the moist soil. Bat the·vege-

ta tion wbic h cloth the ores t or bills end moun ta1ns 

is varied and profUse. The foothills afford a 
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corridor to /l.ssa.mct>eing contit:uous to the plain~ ~,and has 

share a tropical weather. 

To"Ie.rds the end of f;eptember tne south \>!estern 

winds become feeble end tblloving tvo months experience 

their retreat. The rain gradually stops,temperature 

rnoves dow\J~.irds and tho sky becomes clElo.r. The season 

is a most pleasant part of the year. The amoWlt ot 

the total rainfall in the stnto varies from 200 ems. 

to 250 ems; During the monsoon humid and sultry "'eather 

is obtainable in the lower tracts. 

The ent~re state in bestowed \1ith lush green 

vegetation and ~ild animaL~. About 20 percent of 

Nagaland's area is covered by forests. V~getatlon in 

state varies from alpine to sub-Himalayan and fro::n 

tropical to sub-tropical and also to te::aperate. It is 

mainly olaosifiod as follo'Ws (See f1ap No. Lf ). 

(i} Sub-Tro~ical Moist Decidous forests 

(11) Tvmperate Evergreen forests 

( 111) S l.lb-Troplcal Evergreen f'ores ts 
(1v) Coniferous (Pine) 

} 

\ 

{ -v} Bamboos 

. ( ?1) De grated regrovtb(Jbum} 

(v11) Reserved forests 



The plain belt on the north-~est abounds in the 

~et evergreen vegetation. This zone constitutes a 

troplcal broad leaf vegetati~n, some trees reaching 

the top canopJ 1n gigantic beigbt. 

Sn})trC?pical vet hill vegetation thrives at 

altitude ranginG from 1000 to 4ooo ft. Rengma foothills 

adjoining gibsagar plains aboundSin deciduous r~verian 

canes and some time impenetrable bamboo groves. Pine 

trees are found over an altitude varying from 3000 to 
~~~r 

'+coo ft.f~ confined only to Oak . and Rbod~dendron 

are al.c3o ruJsocia.ted \oilt!: it. \-.'et temperate 1fores,t i.s 

vide spread -at .. ;ooo ft. altlt11de. 'fho vegetation 

is assigned mostly to moist and s~ampy places. 

Lo~er Hills near Kobim~ and along the National-

ill gh\la.Y ( Dimapur-Imp hal) have bQGD cleared off the 

vegetation, because of large scnle deforestation in 

connection l-litb cultivation. A greater part of the 

slopes have been reduced to permanent ~et rice terraced 

fields. In Chakhesang and Zelongroung area, vast 

forests tracts are still seen clothed v1 tb a profuse 

vegetation. 

The profuse vegetation, temperature, physio­

graphy, 1n association "il th geology and rainfall are 



33 

still mnjor handicap for bettor means of comC"Jun1-

cation. Thas restricting accessibility to Nagnland 

and this lends direct help to the insurgency. Being 

mountainollS in the northern, eastern and southern 

side, it could be approached only through the plains 

of Assam, lying in the north ,.,-est or south-west. 

This indicates the significance of accessibilitE for 

it serves entire Na~aland. Land slides, tree fall 

and gushing ~atar snapping- of telephone wires and 

the atmosphere tlll"'bulanee, storms and high mountains 

mal5B communication unreliable. Covered j .mgles and 
t 

monsoon drenched mountains pose~ serious problem 

for the authorities tG tackle the insurgentG. Beside 

making movement difficult time cons~~1ng and tiri~g 

the uneven ..end1ng forests restrict the v ls ibili ty 

severel,y making it as short as five meters even in 
' 

the broad d~light. 

Nag~ insurgents had the choice of ground for 

their operation. They found in an areu that 1s more 

rural than urban, mountains rather than plain, thicklY 

forested rather than bare l~d, with bad road end 

communication. There are very explicit geographic 

criteria that have evolved from ~ast insurgents movement 



experiences. These locat1onal features have been 
.. 

~ost explicitly stated in the Chinese, Vietnamese nnd 

Cuban revolutions. They have been and are being appli­

ed in numerous other movement~ in modified for~ (to 

suit the need of tbe area). The specific techniqu.es 

or tacticE of guerilla warfare related always to 

the specific local situation and were supremely expedi­

ent. The guor1lla is above all ~n improviser. The 

nature of provtsation depends naturally, on immediate 

and long r&lge objectives, the terrain, the relative 

strength of his forces and thooe of the enemy. The 

material means at h1s disp~al and similar factors. 

These very samo factors influence his procuring 

equipment and provisions. vlnfact it act~ both vays 
~f:-

1.e. it su;.>~orts hirn, andf.,...is his own chief obstacle . 

The physical conditions in Nagaland afford 

both natural concealment and obstacles to binder the 

movement of military transport - mountains and swamps 

vhere tanks r::;.nd trucks cannot go. 't!ood and thick btush 

that provide cover from aerial observation and attack, 

forests from which to strike quickly and !lafely at 

security forces. H1gtn.iay conmunication in '1i!h1ch to 
(::.""1' J.; 

ambush small a.rr..uy units, \-:hile the rnil'-1aytextendo 
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apto Dimapar vhich is in the plains. The insurgents 

have saff1c1ent mobility to manoeuvre treely along 

the international boundry, ";1 thout the danger being 

caught in a closing spiral of encirclement. It thus 

became dtff1cult for the security forces to flushout 

the insurgents. Thin ~ay they increased their area of 

. operation. To counter this tho government will have 

to extG~d it~ Qacarity forces and disperse its lines 

of s upplJ and communication. 

Terrain and local conditions ultimately de­

cide the eize and organization of the guerilla band. 

The guerilla normally do not give battle un't1a:.li the 

terrain favours them. Toor.e eff."orts is always to lure 

the enemy 1n situat1~ in 1tthicb numbers are of little 

account, because the WaY is too steep and the pessage 
~() 

to narrov for mor0 thanL to proceed at a time. \>ihen 
~ 

fighting beg~)Jit ~on the ground of the rebels· 

own choosing, preferably from commandtng heights with 

dense cover and limited visibility, where are~ deter­

mined men can hold up an army. 

B~sides terrain and local situations a com­

plex international boundary is an aid to any insurgent·, 

(which the Naga insurgents enjoY,0.An International 



boundary shared by the Naga insurgents provide 

them ideal heaven from the bot pursuit as vell 

as potential source of continued supply. They 

get sanctuary in the neighbouring states in Burma 

i.e. Ka.chin, Karans and Shan. When such boundary 

sanctuary are suddenly denied to an insurgent 

movement,as happened in Greece in 19~, vhen Tito 

broke ~ith Stalin and closed thP Greek-Yugoslav 
»+ 
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border to the gre~k communist, tne movement rapidly 

disintegrated or ~as el1m1natod by government troops. 

The Naga insurgents also suffered 1n 1971 'W1 th the 

emergence of Bangladesh, when they stopped getting 

their supply from ?akistan, particularly Chittagong 

hill tructs now 1n Ha.ngladesh. 

In counter insurgency, land forms generally 

~ 1nfluenc~movement,·observatlon and the effi­

cient use of the equipment. Because the t,ctis or 
a large scala campaign reflects the nature of the 

landscape over ~hich it take place. Tbe high relief 

in Nagaland restricts observation. The available 

cover and concealment from surface observation depends 

~.Rober, Taber{1969) tbe War of the Flan(PALADIN) 
p.149. 



directlY upon tbe amount of irregularity of the 

landscape. This problem was oftenlY faced by the 

Indlan security forces in Nagaland. 

Thus the above analysis clearly demonst­

rates the following: 
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(1) Distribution of Geographical dbaraoter-

1stics had encouraged the rapid development of v~rious 

phases of insurgency in a short period. This coupled 

wlth inaccessibility enabled the insurgents to affect­

ivel,y coordinate their activitiev in su.cb a way that 

sec>·,~rity forces could adopt onl,y a dofensiw posture. 

As a result of thie, insurgency in the early phases 

had lar8er participation and sympathisers. 

(ii) Corallry of above, demonstrote~ that ~1th 

the adoption to the mountainous environment, sophis­

ticated equipments, better· accessibility and intrOduct­

ion or counter insurgency operations strengthened the 

hands or security forces. As a result, security forces 

switched from defensive to offens.1 ve operations. This 

coupled with assured supply and better communication, 

completely changed the situation 1n NaBaland. In addi­

tion, strict vigalence of the international frontier, 



political stability in the stute and implementation 

of development (socio-economic) plans fUrther con­

solidated the pooit1on of Central Government. This 

is evident !rom the present day position ot tho in­

s~rgents who are not only restricted to definite 

pockets but are also ideologically divided within 

themselves. 

In short, it can be summed up that Geography 

continues to be the focal point on ~hicb the human 

activities revolved. The relationship then can be 

summarised as: 

Naga 
Insurgency 

Geographical 
factors 

Political 
and 

Economic factors 

Central 
Government 
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CHAPTER - IJ: 

SOME ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND 



Since independence (or even prior to it) 

the Naga problem (due to its strategic location) 

bad become important for the Indian Government 

(more so than 38 years ago when a tide of \lorld war 

·floved and receded over the same mountains). In the 

early phase of the movement it was objectives and 

territory that mattered as \Jell as the human compo­

nents th~t ~as involved. ~hether the villagers or 
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the soJ..dfevs 9 Indian, British and Japanese who fought 

and died in the Na.ga Bills for Koh!ma ridge,( the 

eastern gate~ay to India), v;ere mere pawns 1n a vast· 

drama or world power. But even then glaring tributes 

were paid to the 'Naga people both by GGneral Slim, 

commanding the allied 1lt.th Army, and by some Indian 
1 

National Army officer operat1pg in the same hills. 

Prominent among tbe virtues extolled were courege and 

loyallty in adversity to whom so ever they pledged 

their vord. After\Hards, the frontier became as forgott­

en as of old until the S;econd World War broke out. 

1.tF.M. Sl1m(1965) Def~at Antg Vigtorx, London. 



In tac:t, lt ean he argued that among other 

ractors World War II ~sbered an era or rapid pol1t1-

o1eat1on (of the frontier 1nbab1tants) which affected 

the Nagas more than the Indian subcontinent. It can 

be said that the Nagas to an elttent were also 1n­

flaenced by· the Indlan treadow movement. Indeed the 

period betveen 19~2 and 19~~ vo~ld be a great water­

shed in the history of south and soutb-east Asia as 

well as the ethnic belts thnt stretched acr~~s inter­

national frontier. The entire region ~ith Bangkok 

standing at the geopoll tical centre -was cauant in 

an ethnic revival and national~sm. ConsequentlY, as 

in Malayaeia, a grim conflict commenced. This ~as 

a t.rontless, racelesa war betveen armed communist 

bands of Ch1npeng and British security roroes. 

Intrestingly, Nags underground movement \IS.S 

having some impact of these movements, ( o.nd also as 

author believes) of the tribal invaalon (backed by 

Pakistan) in Jammu and Kashmir and the eomrounist 

up.t1s1ng 1n S.rikakulem district of Andhra .Pradesh. 

Naga 1neurgE:noy tllen, vas first of t.ne large s<.:&'!..;,. 

movement ( atter independence) which attempted to 

force a political decision throuab armed struggle 



against the established Central government. It was 

rurtnor enhanced by the feeling of a distinct iden­

tity, enabled the Naga tribal groups to launch (or 

prompt) a defensive guerilla warfare. This move vas 

further galvanised by tbe spread ot Cbr1st1an1ty to 

a large extent. However, th0 geogrnphical inertia 

was largely responsible tor such a situation to de-

velop. 

They had developed (Naga) a myopbie vision 

due to their 1~olat1on aided to some extent by British 

support and sympathy. The propagators of Nega movement 

started to v1ev the geopolitical forces, strategic 

considerations and modern tools or ~arfare vith a 

distorted perspective. All along1there has been an 

inherent fierce 9rlde of race among the Nagas to 

protect their own land, their forests and their way 

of life from extemal influences. This vas also one 

of the factors vh1ch led to the later deman4 tor 

political independence. No useful purpose was,,llowever, 

served in making tbe past influence of British 

officers or foreign miss1onar1cn a scapegoat for the 

insurgent mov~ent or for an urge "'bich "an funda­

mentally much deeper. It is indeed note~orth1 that at 



the time of transfer of power, there vas no 

significant move among the Nagas to assert their 

claim through armed struggle. There were-- rumour 

prevalent a.t that time in the north-eastern part 

of India regarding the creation of a British crown 
H 2 

colony tor the eastern hills. Yet, one cannot ignore 

the activities of Phizo both in Burma as 1:1ell as in 

Nagala.nd. 

~bat, then, was the history ot the present 

deterioration in tte situation ? The early intention 

of British administrators ( from the middle of the 

last century) was not only to prevent tribal raids 

against the developing commercial economy, (especi­

ally the tea industry of Assam Valley) but also to 

avoid as fur as possible the British involvement in 

tribal affairs. Hovever, this policy did not work, 

as in the settlement of tribal and intervillage 

disputeD, protection had otten to be extended to 

»those threatened by head hunting raids. So the 

administration was extended progressivelY over the 

~bole area which was known as Naga Bills district 

2. Verrier hlw1n ( 1961), {h>.galnnd, Shillong ,p. 51. 





of Assam. It contained almost half of tbe total 

Naga population ana territory. British administra­

tion '~~;as further consolidated after a last de­

sperate at te:~pt by the Nagas to fight for their 

independence in 1879. The area settled d~n 1n the 

early decade of this century. The Kohima and 

Hokokchung areas bece.me centres of education !rom 

which ideas spread to the adj a.cent N agas. 

'l'u.ensang area, 'Which lay deeper in the 

hills remained unadministered and undisturbed except 

for the despatch of occasional punitive expedition 

in cases where head hWlting raids asstttled alarming 

proportions. Evenbere, ho~ever, administrative 

control or influence was- graduall.,y extended. By 

15tb August. 19~7, a part of tbis area came under 

regular administrative control of the llaga hill 

district, ~hile the rest {although not regular admini­

strative control) 9as subjected to partial influence 
' ana control (somewhat similar to the North-west 

Frontier of British India). Infact, during the \-iorld 

War II a wireless detachment in aid of the Allied 

forces was actually set up in the re00te village of 

Pangsa on the Indo-Burma border. There is a theory 



(though an-founded in the eyes of those ~ho have 

lived through the past 1n the area) that the present 

lawlessness is the result of soma attempt to resist 

administration and invasion of previously unadm1n1-

stratcd territory. On the contrary, the entire 

impetus and leadership of the extrem1ots comes from 

the long administered Haga Hill d1str1.ct of Assem or 

from persons who bave long been under close admini­

strative control and influence. 

In the early stages a£ter independence, when 

forcer administration ~as being extended a political 

deadlock developed 1n the Nnga Hills of Assam. The 

people started thinking that their land was to be 

occupied by the others. This pronounced fee· ling for 

their lands h1ghl1gbted their comrnon sentiments. On 

the other hand, the Nagas are very much loyal to 

their clans (~1thout ~h1ch no family can survive in 

the Nagaland). Even tbe people 'Who 111ere not in favour 

of the movement kept quite and ~orked for the common 

cause inadvertendly. They had the feeling that they 

were not Indlens in any sense of the ,,ord, neither 

ln or1gin nor ln habits or in outlook; and it is only 

a historical accident that they have been tagged on to 



3 
an Indian province. That "historical accident.", which 

the Nagas az-,.1 determined to undo began in 1820 •s Yhen 

the British uddcd Assam to tbelr empire. The Ahoms, 

previous rulers of the ~ssem had long knovn the Nagas 

as turbulent and dangerous neighbours ~~ose rald~ on 

the plains had to be contained by forts and ramparts. 

The policy of the Ahom rulers to~ards theoe tribes 

varied from time to time according to the oituatlon. 

Tbe Ahoms compelled tt~ese Naga tribes to pay tribute 

in the form of m1 tbuns md other com•nod1 ties as token 
1 .. 

of their allegiance to the Ahom King. They also re-
5 

crutted Naca youths in their Army and administration. 

Thus it is evident that some sort of understanding 

existed betveen .bhe Assamese rulers and Uagss concem­

ing matters of mutual interests. 

By the end of the seventeenth century the 

Ahom•s of As~;1':11'!1 had established tht;1r authority over 

some of the Ilae;as i.e. the Konyuk, Lotba and Ao; \lho 

were living on the borders of Aho~n kingdom ( upt~ r1vo:r 

Kapil). Once again they stnrted ra.lds on t t::e plains 

3. s. Barkataki( 1968), rribe§ gf Assam, ~hillong, 
pp.1-5. 

~. &lw1n, R.2, p.18. 

5. lbld, p.1 and p.18. 



of Assam, 1n the nineteenth century, vhen Ahom rulers 

succumbed to the internal divisive forces as well to 

the B1.1rmese and the British (ultimately) -invasions. 

Initially it was not a part of the Bfitish 

policy to absorb the Uaga hill tracts. The intention 

to leave them beyond the pace of civilization vas 

confirmed by the first British penetration into the 

Naga country in 1832, wben tbe British officers were 

harraased by sustained, strong ~d effective attacks. 

The Nagas are a fighting people. Their villages, 

located on hill tops and crest_ line, were ensil.y 

defensible and presented problems to the British. 

The Naga warrior, whose 1ntuit1v~ £et~e for guerilla 

in the nineteenth century, have proved to be a thorn 

in the flesh of lncU.an secu.rity forces 1n the present 

century • .811t to leave the Nagas alone was not a 

sufficient ansver tor the imperial power. Because 

the Nagas soon sho~ed that they were not prepared to 

leave the British alone. Naga raids, especially those 

of the Angam1 tribe ~ere so constant, that between 

183S and 1851 no less than ten punitive expeditions were 
6 

sent into the Naga areas. The raids continued with 

6. A. Mackenzie {188~) ~I~tf~ of;~~ ~l~rt~ ~~ gpygrpment wltb the hbesNfjin • 
Calcutta. pp.101-2. 



pillaging and the taking or beads. The result was 
' 

inevitable extension of British Administration into 

the Naga areas. A post 111as es ta.bli.sh~d at Kollima in 

1866 as a first step towards taking over or the 

Angami country. The nritish continued the expansion 

of territory insp1te of grent resistance from the 

Nagas (especially the Angam1s). As a result British 

admin1straters realised, "once the central Angami 
? 

area \JB.S pacified expansion was bound to follow". 

The Angamis vere considered as administered tribes 

paying taxes and suppl,ying labour when required. 
I 

It was only a matter of time before Semas could be 

administered. So it ~ent on as a matter of administra­

t1 ve expecUanc.v only. Sir Cbarles PaYsa.Y stated 

that "there was no question of imperialism. The 

British however stopped ,;ell short of extending their 

administration throughout the Uaga area, which is 

normally a~in1stered and ~e administration was 
8 

often limited to an annual tour.,. Although it vas 

a matter of cost benetit and of convinience, yet 

there is no doubt that the British considered t. be 



entire Naga area a launching pad for extension of 

administration 1n that entlro region (1! they so 

wished). 

After an initial raaotion of antipathy, the 

Br1 tis h soon ostabl1shed a s moure and even friendly 

rap~ort ~itb the Nagas. The British officers ~ho came 

into contact vith them responded warmly to the quali­

ties they found in the Ua~:.as. Their courase and chaor­

t~ess, their magnificent physique, truthfulness soon 
9 

endeared them to the British. In a community ~ith 

such characteristics they sa~ a common bond against 

the plainsmen, tor ~hom both the hillmen and the 

adm1n1strnt1on of tho hill legion bore a d1sl1ko. 

Adapting their o\m admin1strat1vo praot1 sen to tho 

sens1b111t1es of the administered, the British oade 

1 t an un\.rr! t ten rule that no plains officer would 

be posted in this area. By regulation they made sure 

that traders and s9eculuto~ from the plains vould 

not be allowed to infiltrate· ~nd expl~1t the Nagan. 

British off1cers laboured for a century to ensuro 

that Nagas should reta1n the1r racial characteristics 

and should not be reduced to the status or tribals 

9. B.A.Gait ( 1926),A,.H!,stQU of Assam, Calcutta pp.366-
368. 



as in the plains ~ho vere regarded only as untouch­

ables to be exploited by money lenders and the high­

er castes. They recognized a cultural gulf witn a 

great apathy and potential for destruction of hill 

cultures. They sav to it that this gap was not bridg­

ed at the cost of the hillmen. But as more presence 

as rulers they did create a situation in "'hich the 

attention of Nagas and other hill people from the 

plais.smen (especially Hindus) found a political expre­

ssion \.!hereas 1t was largely the presonce of the 

British that llad given (to most of the separate national 

1dentit1eo of the subcontinent) a sense of common 

identity. It ~us on the prJspect of the departure of 

the .Uritish that created the scparati~nt tendencies 

in (or amons) the Uagas. The ftrst mi:>sionaries 

(American Buptlst) hmd arrlvej on the very heels of 

the Britlsh, and tho Nagas responded to them. too. 

This exposu.re to a common cultural force mcy brlve had 

a\la,kened the dormant sense of .unlt_y eu:ong tbe 

often ~arring tribes. 

It found early expression in 1929 ~hen the 

Simon Com:n1ss1on on const1tt.lt1onal reforms visited 

Kohima. A lJa.ga delegation (no doubt speaking with 



the approval of British administratt0n} expressed 

Wlwilllngness to being made a Part of Assam in 

any new constitutional arrangement the Br1t1sh 
10 

established. The¥ also urged that when or if the 

British actually left, the Nag~ would revert to 

50 

the independence they had enjoyed before the Dritish 

advent. Except for a fev tribes (Angam1a, Ao's, 

·Konyak's) which veru under tbe ruler of ~nam, other 

tribes enJoyed village state hOOd. "Yoa are the ~nly 

peo9le vho conquered as, vhen you go we should be 
11 

as we verett - one delegate was quoted &Cl $e,y1ng. The 

N aga and the other tribal areas ~Jere duly exc.lllded 

trom Assam under the reforms in allo~~g a larger 

degree of Indian selt-rula ~b1ch came into effect 

in 1937. The British, sharing the Naans disinclination 

to see the hill people coming Wlder the sway of those 

of the plains, maintained tbese areas under direct 

administration. 

W1th e?proaoh of independence in tbe 194o's 

the question of Naga fut~re was raised. Tbe Br1tiab 

10. Elv1n.n.4,p.51 . 
11. Constitu~nt Assembly debates, futpgrt!& gt t hs §gp­

Exc~u(le,Q ern§, Appendix 'C' Part -l,Vol.II,No.1 
Delhi, 19 .pp.132-3. 



and especiol)S those who had spent ~o!St of theix· 

time among the Uagas, hoped to find means to per­

petuat~ the protoctive insulation as they saw it 

( and the N agas too), trom the domination of the 

plains. They (British) mooted various alternatives 

which wtlld have enabled the N agas to a.c hi eve 

self-rule after their departure. One idea ~as that 

the tr1bel areas ot the north-esst should be out 

ott from India and set up as a Br1t1sb cr~n -
12 

eoloney. Another was a tripartite guarantee of the 

51 

1ntegr1tJ and autonomy of the Naga areas by Britain, 

India and B~i. Prom the N~ga side, the discussion 

of their future centered around the Naga National 

Council (NUC), the organisation which expressed and 

modulated the Naga sense of Nationhood. There too 
14-

various ideas were ~ut :vl"Y~d. But the dominant 

v1ev vas that the eepnrate identity of the Nagas 

co~d be preserved and protected only by politica~ 

independence i.e. political independence and sovereign 

12. Elvin, n.10,p.51 

13. Report of the Indian StatQtary Comm1ss1on,1930, 
lDndon, p. 75. 

14. The liaga Hnt1on,194?,Vol.I.No.31.pp.5-10. 



stnte instead of autonomy within the union of 

India. 

These concepts certainly exceeded what most 

of the British, even tnos~ most symputhetic to the 

Naeas, bad beun expecting as an answer to the problem 

the Nagas ~ould face after their departure. The Briti­

sh commitment to the iiaga.s had been further strengthen-

ed in the t;eeond World ~;or, -when the Nagas held baek 

the Japanes& thrust into Koh1rna and helped the British 

cause in every vay. But even then, the records shows 1' no British supyort !or the idea of Naga soverignity. 

From the Naga point of view however, anything 

lese than sover1gn1ty vas too little. They "'ere raced 

with the prospect ot rule by people, ~hom they con­

sidered, ''ere far more alien than the British. 

If tne lfagas vere inereaningly engrossed in 

the years proceeding independence ,rith the future of 

minorities, no less '.:ere tho other subjects oft he 

\ w anl.ng I~aj. Indeed it could be said tll:'llt the question 

of minority rights of provincial auton~~Y and central 

aathorit,y \Hare t.be essent-ial c<.,untt:rpoints to the 

15. See Slim, n .. 1 ,p.98. 
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demand for independence. Even before the end of 

Gecond World \>iar the Congress leadersh.ip was seized 
16 

with the question. Seemingly adamant then in their res 1-

stance to the Muslim league's demand for partition, 

the Congress leaders were still prepared to cons 1der 

that the successors might not be permanently mo1ol1th1c. 

t;blle in j a11 in 1944, Je~ahnrlal Nehru, in 

his letter to the C·.mgresn High command had stated, 

"the right of any vall constituted area to 
secede from tho Indian Union has often been 
put forvard, arut the argument or the u.s .s .n. 
advanced in su~~ort of it before any suoh 
right of succession is exercised there must 
be a pro~rly constituted free India. It m~ 
be pousible then, \.!hen external 1nfluonces 
have been remov£l d e.r.d real problems face the 
country, to consider such questions objecti­
vely und in a spirit of relative detac~~ent, 
far removed from the emotionalism of today. 
Thus, it may be desirable to fix a period 
say, ten years after tbe establishment of the 
free Indian state, at tho end of t-Jhich the 
right to secede may be exercised though pro­
par constitutional process and in accordnnce 
with the clearly expressed will of tne inha­
bitants of the area concerned."17 . 

Nehru's colleagues in the Congress vorking 

Committee were in the same jail. He made his opinion 

kno"m to them, so thus, it can be taken as a statement 

16. See Chandrika S1ngh{1981) fglitigAl B!oluttpn gf 
jf_a.aal.an~, Hav Delhi. 

17. See Neville i'laJt\oH!ll, J:ndia and the Navaa, Report 
No.17, 196o,tUnor1ty Com!:l!.Ul1ty, London. 



18 
of Congress thinking at that time. The gap that lay 

betveen the theorising ond (Congross) practise became 

apparent, ~bon 1n 19~7 a Naga delegation ~ant to Delhi 

to assert the Naga intention to o~t out of the prospe­

ctive Indian IJnion, rather than btt headed by it. 'l'his 

¥tas quite in keeping ,.~tth the aEnarent political ali-
19 

mate. 

Tbe delegatlon ~as led by A.Z.Phizo, already 

identified as the leader of the Nagas 1n their demand 
20 

for so\lereignty. They met J innah m d told him that 
~ 

tbey did not mean toLJ.naluded in India either and infaet 

intended to make a unilateral declaration of Independence 

on A.ugllSt 14- (\lbieh was also to be Paktst.an•a independencE 

day). On August 11t-, a determined taction ot the Nag a 

National Coune1l extremists including the recently 

broken moderate, declared the independence of Nagaland 
21 

under the leadership of Pb1zo at Khonoma. 

18. Ibid. 

19. Ibid. 

20. D.R. Mankeknr, Qn the Sllp~)erlng &l.opes ot N§.galf\Dd, 
(1967), llombny. p.39. 

21. v. K. /llland, Conflicts 1p Naga.land (1980),p.65, HeY 
Delhi. 



To further their ce.1.tse the extremists despa­

tched n six member delegation to N~i Delhi and during 

the meeting with Gandhi on JQly 13, 19~7, some philo­

sophical remarks of his ~ere interpreted as an approval 
22 

for the independence of the Nagas. Three '"eek 's later 

the delegation met nehru and from hlm heard vhat Congress 

policy '"'as lnfact and vould remain. 

"We can give f!OU complete autonomy but not 
independence{2~ You can never hoi~ to inde­
pendent. lio state big or small in/. ~~dia will 
be allowed to remain indooondent4\2l;J\\e will 
use all our influences and po~er to supress 
such tendencies". 

For the Nagas, it can be seen in r~trospect, 

this was the moment of truth. What they had fenrad all 

along, ti~t expressed in 1929, wes not coming to pass. 

The o1aims and interests of other were ~oing to over31de. 

22. Phizo roport&d that Gandhi said, 11Nagas ba.vG ev~::i1-
r1gbt to be 1ndeJendent. ~e don•t want to live under 
the domination of the British and the,y ere leaving .:. 
us. I ,.,ant you to feel that India:.is-. yours. But if 
you say the,y are not mine, the matter must stop there, 
I believe in the brotherhood or man, b~t I do not 
believe in force or forceG unions. If you do not ~ish 
to join tns union of India, nobody ~111 force you to 
do that". 

See Maxwell n.2. p. 

23. Max~ell n.17. p. 

2~. Ibid. 



There had been clear understanding that their 

demand~; could not be satisfied in full. t'The representa­

tives or thfJ people ,:111 ~t accept llnythlng less than 

1nde pendon~~~~, \1-"hich \o!QS not ft.tlfilled~' The nt.tmbers or 
the Naga National Coune11 had to decide the further of 

26 
th~ Nn~a people in a ~ay that st.tlted the~ best. While 

the 9osition or nothing more than eutonomy stated to 

the I~ag~s by tie~;ru 1n Autust 191t-7, ~an to remain the 
27 

consistent stand of Indian government. The British 

appointed the Governor of Ass~a Sir Imb~r Eydarl, to 

hold talks·.with the Naga leaders. ,\fter listening to 

the vle"'s of the t~aga National. Council Akbar Bydari held 

talks with the Naga leaders and in June 19lt-? signed a 

nlne potnt agreement which came to be knmm as the 

Hydar1 Agreeme~. 

Unanimity over these articles \vns almost reached 

but when the q~est1on of interpretation of the ninth 

point came up, the trouble started. £1r Akbar Hydarl and 

Pandit I1ebru, vho had accepted the Agx·cement, obviously 

25'. Ibid. 

26. H. Alim Cb1ba1 A Brl~t Hi§tprical Aosggnt of Nagaland 
Kobima, p;>.16o ... 167. 

27. P..ssar.:1 'rrlbune(Gauhsti) 27 June,19lf.7. 

28. Mankekar,n.20. 
29. Text of Nine Point Hydari Agreement, Appendix II.Ib1d. 
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intended that at the end of ten years the Nagas vould 

be tree to suggest, it they desired, change in the 

administrative pattern to suit their special character 

and to ensure a greater measure ot autonomy within 
30 

the Indian constitut!":)n \:lhich ltas still to be framed. 

1'be constitution v.as to formalise the Naga demands 

1n the Agreement and they vould, therefore, themselves , 

decide whether they ~ould join the plain district 

or Asse.m or other adjoining aree1s such as Man1par 

or bnve a separate state ~ithin the Indian union. 

uome or the llagas {extremists) lee.d by A.Z.Ph1zo 2 

however, interpreted the ninth artiele in their own 
31 
vay. According to them, this article mount that they 

~ould have the liberty to demand complete separation 
32 

from India after the expiry of ten years. Thus, a 

controversy arose over the interpretation of the ninth 

article of the Hydarl Agreement. 

The extremists, h~,ever, ~er~ adament end 

\!anted asL urancc of the Indian government for complete 

independence after the expiry of ten years. The provisions 

30. Ibid p.l.t{) 

31. Tba Naga Hatlons,Vol.I.No.11. JWle 1947,p.5. 

32. C.Bingh, Political evolution of Nagaland, ~C\f Delhi 1 
( 1981). 
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of the Agreement, therefore, ~ere put to vote in the 
33 Na.e;n National ColUlcil and the majority accepted them. 

The extremists who were in a minority ~ere outvoted 

and consequently remained dissatisfied. Thi~ dissatis­

faction prevented the Nagas from coming to a definite 

underst&~dlng with the Inter!~ government of India. 

Thus, due to laek of mutual understand1ng, between the 

two parties, the Eydar1 Agreement remained unimplemented. 

The British government on the ottwr hand \oJas in a 

haste to grant independence to Indln. India being a 

successor state inherited all such territories which 

formed a part of British India earlier, except those 

1Vh1ch "'ere earmorked for ?al<1etan. The Nagu Hills area 

therefore, became an integral Pnrt of IndependEmt 

India. 

Here a question arises, as to "'hy, the N aga.s 

Hanted a r.,eparate state of their mm after the Brl tish 

departure. From the above d1r.c~q~1on one con concl~de 

that there ~as ~o~e impact or nr1t1sh'admin1strat1on 

on the Nagas. F1rstly, the prolonged isolation and 

separation from people of ple.in~ had enabled the Nagas 

to ~evelop a separatist· 1 tendency. The British policy 

33. Modern Eevlew, Vol XXI No.5( Calc . .Lttu Hay, 1969) 
pp.5 and 354. 



had aimed at keeping the hill people far from t:.e 

freedom movement of India, ~hich ~as 1n full s~ing 
31+ 

in the early tbirtien of thls century. 

The British delibrately managed to prevent 

the spread of Indian n~t1onal1sm to the !Iaga hills 

districts, which unit~ people of different caste, 

creed, religion end culture 1nto a nation. A state 

of mind in which the supreme loyality of the indl-
35· 

vidual is felt for the nation. The Indian freedom 

fighters ~ere not alloved to v1D1t the lJaga hills, 

with tho result that the impact of nationalism ~ns 
36 

not felt bere. Hence the Naga people coald not 

identify themselves "ith the hopes and aspirations 

of the people or the nation nor could they devslop 

a common national oatlook. This contributed vastly 

to the grc~th of e separationist tendency among the 

Nagas. 

59 

Secondly, f·alse pro;>oganda and rumours about 

Hlnduls~, Buddhism and Islam had created a misunderstand-
37 

ing e.r:long the Nagas against plain •s men. nwnol.lrs prevailed 

31+. Chandrika Singh: n.16.p.2~ 

35. t1odern F.ev1ew.Vol.XXI No.;.(C£;.leutta,~1ay,1969) pp.),4. 

36. B.R.Johar1:Dark Corn§[ of In~ia(1970; p.1S7,Lueknow. 

3?. Ibid. 



that both Eindus and t1us11mn of the plains bore a 

hatred toliards the.n. Go, the N~ga.s gro.duall,y came 

to understand that tb.ej~ ":oulj not be comfortable 

60 

and well received in Independent India. The AssRmese 

and the other plains men ~ould occu9y all the key 

posts in the administration of the Naga Hills district. 

'!'he majority of the Nagas being illiterate liOUld not 

be able to complete. Hence they felt th1,t solttt.ion 

lay in staying aloof from Independent India. 

The Christian missionaries ~ho vere active 

in the li aga Hills also 1nf luenccd the N age. outlook 

and mentality to retain their individual identity. 

They circulated vild stories about the rigidity of 

orthodox caste Hindus, who ~ere to dominate the 

political scene of Indf~. 

This created a sense of insecurity in the 

minds of the Nagas. f1ome of the British officials 

serving in the Naga bills district also induced 

the Nagas to maintain their separate political iden-
39 

tit~. 
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Adams, the Deputy Cor.1miss1oner ofNaga Hills 

diztrict in one of his talks with the Nag~s on Novem­

ber 27, 1946, stressed the importance of the unity. 

He said that 1! they remained united they would make 
40 

a nation. 

Lastly, the separat~~ tendency among the 
' 

Nagas also gre~ because they had little contact ~ltb 

plainsmen due to habitation in isolated areas. When 

the British administration gradually extended. across 

the Naga Fl1lls, the only Indit.~n who went ~lth the 

British officers was the nepoy in uniform or the camp 

follower. Both of them ~ere looked dovn u~on by the 

Naga as the legitimate targ9t of attack on whom venge­

ance could be vreck~!. The British officer never cared 

to cortect this misunderstanding. They \.rere only 1n­

ter®$ted in the ma1nta1nenee of peace and order in 

the Rills. 

These ~ere the fucta which contributed great-

ly to the ~ro~th of a ~eparatist tendency among 

the Nagos which invoked them to start a vigorous 

4o. u.. Yonuo: 'bhe h~sl.ng gf Nnsn§, p.162 

41. Y. D. Gundev1a ( 19?5): Har f.l!lfL.E§ase ,.,n Nag,Y.and 
~p.56-5?, Delhi. 



campaign to secure an independent status for the 

Naga lUll£; district. But wblle on one hand the 

Nagao lJ.·ere demanding separation from India, the 

Indian 1eaders and British government, on the other 

hand ~ere trying to lmprass upon them tbe tutillty 

of such a demand. 



QHAPTER - I II 

ECON0~1Y OF NAGALJ1ND JU'lD I'ffi lEVElS OF DEVELOPMENT 



ECONOl.fY OF NAGALANP AND. I'l'S LEVELS OF 

AAVEMJPMENI 

Tbe general economic profile of the state 

is bo.clntard ... __,. It re nects a lov level of development 

ot economic infrastruetw-e and a low level of living 

of the people. There are other backward regions in the 

country; but 1n terms or separate poli.t1cal unit and 

various linguistic groups covered this state with its 

strategic location r8((U1res very special efforto to 

accelerate the rate of growth to overcome its relative 

backwardness. Tbe forces of change vh1ch from time to 

time emerged in the central Indo.Oangtic plain bad 

hardlY any impact upon the pattern or activities of 

the state (vhile situation across the international 

frontiers bad enabled tbe tribes to maintain their tra­

ditional hostility to~ards outsiders and settled govern­

ments, like the Kacbins, Kerens etc.). Also because 

this area was isolated from the ma1nland and 1 ts geogra­

phical conditions did not attract tba people from other 

parts of the country. There is no doubt that in the 

later period, these influences gradually permeated to 

the state. This intergennwn had however allowed the 

traditional soc1o-pol1tlcal values to get well entrenched. 



There are number of historical geographical 

and socio-political !actors which have been respon­

sible in retardirig the progress of the state. The major 

cause of tbe slow progress ean be attributed to ths 

century old neglect and hardship during the alien admi­

nistration. The socio-cultural outlook had als~ not 

been properly developed to an extent to ~hicb the state 

ce.n march vith the dynamism of the new era. It has 

therefore became urgont to deal deeper into tbe problem 

of socio-cultural harmony for bringing abot:t integrated 

economic development. Another important cause for under­

development can be ~ttr1buted to the pattern of ~rit1sn 

administration. Naga hills ~ns administrated separately 

from the rest of the North-east. lt was also staffed b7 

British officers, ~ho on the one hand encouraged tbe 

traditional codes and "alues, 1;1hile on the other hand 

discouraged the outsiders (belonging to the Brahmaputra 

valley and other areas) to settle within the hills. 

This attitude allowed the suspicion of the Nagas to 

plain people to breed snd spread. This ~an further re­

inforced by the British by instituting the Inner Line 

control. The result was that the plains pe~ple could not 

go to the tribal areas vitbout special 'pass' and the 



tribal did not dare to (fear of exploitation) come to 

have close contact vith the plain people. Consequently 

the lack or contact, resulted in statusquo - The preva­

lence of a primitive tribal economy. 
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The economy or the tr1bals vas self sufficient 

(to meet their ~n wants of clothing, housing and food). 

Only the Nocte, KonyakB, Lotha and Ao Naga bad same 

trade relations with the Ahoms to meet the need of salt , 

cloth ete. So there vas hardly any market and trade 

relation among the tribals. The Ahoms rulers tried to 

make improvements in the trade relation v1tb other Naga 

tribes, but their in~olvement Yith the Delhi -sultanate 
1 

or neighbours came in th~ w1f!1. Tribal clashes and wars 

were another bandicaped in tbelr development. 

Most of the tribes in Nagoland are isolated 

from e aoh other due to rugged topography of the s tati. 

Due to ~bich diffe~nt societies evolve~ and they tried 

to achiev~ some kind of adjustment bet~een their material 

1. E.A. Gait ( 1925) ijistotu of As a am. Calcutta. p.29 

2. See Chapter - If. 

3. See Chapter - IV •. _ 



needs and tbe resources ava1l8bllity or the area. Be 

that an it may the size of tribal groQps, their mater­

ial needs, potential for tapping the existing resources 
1 

I 

from within wer~ some ot the l1m1 tat1on 1mponea by the 

environment. As a result, their behavioural process 

remained conditioned and can i;e termed an a restr.t.cted 

to their environs. 

Yet, one can assert that these groups, by 

vil"tue of their location, enjoyed a unique advantage 

vi thin the overall tramevork of the region (as ~ell as 

the country itself). The eorallry of which vas that, 

even if tho major! ty pretend ignorance (of tbe problem 

of the region) than there is every possibility ot the 

m1nor1 ty transforming the area into a tension area 
lt­

(~hicb the Nagas have sho"n). 

The stratoS3 for economic do,elopment tor 

any area ~lies the fixation of carta1n priorities for 

the development programmes in the light of area•s 

existing staso of economic and social develo9ment as 

we~ as factors of endowments. There are several 

indicators ~h1oh can bo used to delineate the economic 

~. See Chapter V. 



s1t~at1on. In the light or an analysis of the situa­

tion 'and available resources a course of action can 

be planned. ,... ~ . 
.-'\ V'. t;Ji \) • 
V't 1\1"'"""" ' 

the 

In order to anal.ys13 the present situation - ' s 
following indicators have been used. 

(1) General eharacter1st1o of population. 

(2) State of Agriculture. 

(3) Participation rate. 

( lt.) Industrial development. 

fgouJ,atiRP; 

6' 
According to 1981 census the pop~at1on or 

M\.-"t~ 
Nqaland vas 7.13lJ..n comparison to 5'.16 million in 

1911. In 1961 the erstwhile N aga Hills district. of 

------------------------
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5'. Tbese criteria nave been used as indicators! mainly 
because, l:iagaland presents a peculiar locat onal 
inferences \6i th predoml.nan tly tribal basis o! econo­
my and "•ide spread jhuming, Naga~and hnd (as of 
recent) sbo'Wn indications s patial ... reorgenisation 
botb in administration and economy. Also because 
serious attempts are being made to ev"lve infra­
structure more suitable to its nee~ and functions. 
The high priority that has been given to socio­
economic developfent was follo~ed by nembelances ot 
political stab1llty in the state(w1th reference to 
tbe 1ns urgency). Thus ve find tha.t the o.dopt.ion 
of these criteria 111\.lStrates the relevance of 
spatial prespectivc in relation to the insurgencf 
in Nagaland. 

6. Preliminary census report of 1981, series - 15,Vol.I. 



Assam ha4 a total pop~lat1on of about 2.35 million, 
fJ.-

withLJreak do~'n of Kohima, 108,ooo and MokokchWlg 

125 9000 persons. Another 13~,000 inhabited Tuensang. 

The percentage variation of population in Nagaland 

rrom 1901 to 1971 was 238.20 wbich vas quite high in 
I 

comparison to the all India population variation 

68 

trom 1901 to 1971 (129.6~- percent). Th1a great variation 

of tho population grc~th 1n Nagaland is due to the 

grO\l·th of urban centres like Dimapur, Kohima and 

Mokokehung. The setting up of the ne~ industrial units 

in the state were also responsible for the higher 

growth of popl1la.t1on. 

The districtwiae study revealed that there 

\!'as also a great variation of population grm.~th be­

tvean 1961 to 1971. The percentage variation between 

(1961 to 1971) 1n Mokokchung was 33.50 in Kobima 

6o.S; and in Tuensang it was 28.84. This grovtb can 

be due to their function, i.e. Kobima as the capital 

and D1mapur as en economic centre. The more important 

;>oint '\-Jhich attr1bates to the growth of ~opulation in 
I 

~-

Kohima and Mokokchang,was the good communiaatlon net 

llork \Jitb the rest of the country. on the other hand 

~e find that the grovth of population in Tuensang district 



is low in comparison to Kobima and t.fokokchung. This 

area had inhospitable mountains, rugged topography 

and poor transport communication net ~ork. This area 

did not attract the people from other part of the 

countr.y even as labourers. 

Rura1 - qrbgp fopulatign: 

According to 1981 census rural population 

constituted 8~.46% of the total population. These 

people are mostly cultivators. Ollt of 4..65 million 

rural populatton, the male constituted 2.~1 mill1on 

and 2.7~ millions female. The urban population had 

very little share in the Nagaland total population. 

It was onlY 1.20 million out of which 0.75 million 

were male end o.~; million female. These figures 

revealed that most of the persons vbo were in urban 

centre ~ere outsiders, either in service and business 

or as labourers. 

nen~ttY of Pooulation: 

69 

The density of papulation of any region depends 
upon the detJographic and non-demographic variables. Tbe 



non-demographic factors such ae physical, cllltural and 

economic, individ~ally or collectively affect the d1a­

tr1bution and density. 

70 

According to 1971 cans W3 the dens 1 ty of popu­

lation 1n Nagalr~d ~as 31 ~hich was quite lm~ in com­

parison to all India figure of 182 per Sq.Km. in 1971. 

The districtwise stady indicate that the density of 

population in the districts ~ere same as per the state. 

But the prel1m1nar¥ 1981 census RepOrt 1nd1cata the 

density of pop~latlon in Nagaland ~has ' increased from 

31 to 4-7 persons per ;.,q.Km. This increane was perhaps 

due to the n~tural growth and th~ nev developments 

projects such a.s sugar mills 1n Dimapur, paper and pulp 

industry in l4okokohung and ply wood .factory in the 

~ion district that has attracted the people from other 

parts of the coantry. These developm~t projects have 

given rise to a correspondingly higher density of 

population both in rural and urban areas. Table 3.1 

shows the density of rural urban populat:..on in di­

fferent diStriCtS Of ltagaJ.and 1981.(.MfiPNo-9) 
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Districts Rllral/ Orban Dens1t1 

Kohima. 

.Phek 

Wokbll 

Zunhe'boto 

t1okokchung 

Tuansang 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

U.rban 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Orban 

'+3 

2274 

5lt-
1186 

31+ 

881 

4o 

81.2 

Source: Census of India series - 1$ Nagaland-1981 
(Preliminary Report). 
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The above table shovs th(;)t Koh1ma has the 

highest urban density of poyulntlon ~here as Mokokchung 

has the highest rural dennity of population. on the 

otho r bt1nd \-iokha has the letiea t rural dens 1 ty and Mon 

has the lowest urban density of population. This 

population data suggests that the highest dcn~1ty of 

population in the urban 1a daa to tr~ influx of out­

alders .t.r~ tho state capltul due to government services, 

bu.slneo ~. and labourers in the Dimapur town of Koh1ma 

district. In the case of Mokokchung district the 

highest density of rural population, in comparison 

to Kohima district 1s obi1ous, because 1n the ?1okokohung 

district, Hokokcbung 1s the onl,y t~n, and the people 

'Who come from outside for the labour job l-<'Ork in the 

small scale industries that are locnted in the villages. 

These people hc.:we settled permanentl.Y in the district. 

In the ease of Tuensang, Phek and Men districts the 

raral and urban population density is lo~ due to rugged 

topography. The people are scnttored over the area. 

'I' be oommun1cat5 on n«:Jt ~rk is also not so good and 

there 1a hardly any industry which can attract the 

people from outside. 

ke can then, conclude that ~bare ever density 

is less the trlbal concentration is more. Because the 
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tribal are 1nhab1ta.tlng the h111,y area in the form 
' 

of scattored ~ettlements. According to 19?1 census 

the percentage or tt1bal population to the total 

population of NagaJ.wld was 88.61% t>Jhereas Tuensang 

having 94.70% of tribal population its total popu­

lation in comparison to 8o% and 91% of Kohtma and 

l~okokch.ung respectively. lt reveals that th~ area 

which are more inhospitable and away from the eco­

nomic oentl"e have hl~bor tribal concentration. These 

people h~ve adjusted themselves to the environment 

and are mainly cultivatoro and normally do not come 

out from the boundaries of th~ir villages. 

from the economic poln t of vie-w, U agaland 

is an underdeveloped and underpopulated region of the 

country. ~ut to develope a diversified economy 1n the 

state, lt has adequat~ natural resources such as for~ 

ests, minerals and oil ren ources ( bet,;ean Tapo.n and 

Basail area}. It ha.g an 1rnmenso potential for hydel 

pm1er a.ls o. It is indeed a sad state of affairs that 

out of the total potential available in the area only 

a very limited portion is exploited. There are distinct 



eonstrants that are inherent in the Nagals.nd scape. 

These inherent difficulties me¥ aris~ on account of cul­

tural barriers, geographical factors, plan neglect 

and political situation or a combination of all these 

factors. Although all these factors create a special 

problem for ·tho development planners, but this is the 

case ~1th the hill areas of North-eastern region 

including Nagala.nd. 

Physical barrier kept Nagaland in isolation 
? 

from the rest of the country. Several fee tors are 

attributed to this seclusion from outside influence, 

namely difference in racial composition, cultural 

expression and religious beliefs ~ack of modern clvi· 

lizati on and bad cond 1 ti on of road and aommun1cat1on 

etc •. But the most important reason of that isolation 

seems to be people's fear of loosing the_ir dis tinct 
. ..... 8 

1d~rrt1ty and exploitation by outsiders. Therefore this 

area remained unaffected by the economic growth of 

Assam and rest of the country. 

7. See Chapter - II. 

8. S.ee Cbap:ter - IV. 



In recent t1mes ve find the econo~ic condi­

tion of the people shO'I'i:ed a cha:nll,e and there is great 

participation of th~ people in the development pro­

grammes to improve their living conditions. On tho 

other hand Oovernm~nt had also adopted certain prio­

rity measures to develope agriculture and industries 

as well as to gear up the condition of the people at 

par ~ith the rest of the country. 

State of Agrigu!t~: 

Nagaland has an agrarian e~onomy. ~bout 87% 
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of the population l1ve in rural area are devend on 

agriculture. or the total area. of 16,4()8 ~q.r<m ab0t1t 

7000 Sq.Ka. are under cultivation. one fourth of this 

is under permanent cultivation and rest under jb.uming. 

A land development programme waa initiated during the 

ttdrd plan period to popularize permanent cultivation. 

Emphasis was again placed on the same programme in the 

4th and 5th five year pl~~. One of the schemes under 

this programr!le "''as land reclt?.mat1on, under l>hich tract­

ora and bulldozers on hire \i'ero made available to the 

farmers for reclamatlon,leveling and ploughing of ne¥ly 

reeleJ.med land. The follov1ng table of land use in 



liag~snd had ah01/ed a rema.rkablo change be t,.;een 

1970-71 to 1976-7?: 

Ia~!§ 3&.2 

&ana use Bgsig Data 

(In Hectare) 

Sl.:~o. Items of Land usa 1970-71 19?6-7? 

~-

1. l~ at area Solin 170,061 182, 11? 

2. Current fallaw 83,319 85,,82 

3. N~t cultivated area 253,375' 267,679 

lt.. Other uncultivated 5'9,565 44,690 
land excluding talla\>I 
land. 

;. Fallow land other than 
current f olloV~. 

113,385 lt-2?,S2S 

6. Cul.t.tvated waste land 4-9,598 -
?. !iet available for cul- 28,336 47,535 

tivation. 

~ource: Report of the Agrloalture Census of ~fagaland 
1976-77' p.259. 
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Another ocbeme env.isaged subsidised su.p~.ly of 

agrlc~tural implements and machinery to the agrlc~lturlst • 



Other schemeo included roupply of fertilisers and 

seeds also on sabsldlsed rateD. The total terraced 

rice c~lt1vated area with irrigation has increased 

to 30,000 hectares. Practically, (due to non-availa­

btltty of data) the distribution of cultivated 

area ~ith in districts between vari~us uses is not 

known. The cultivation is dependent rnostls on rain. 

Bet~een 1972 to 73 to 1975 to 1976 the gross cropped 

area in Nagaland has lncrea.~ed by abo1.1t 6.0 percent.. 

There wes also an increase in area by 1.0 percont 

under high yielding varieties in Nagaland during 

1973·7~ to 19?6-?7. As a result of these measures 

the production or rice increased frorn 3~.? thousand 
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9 
tonnes (1972-73) to 71.7 thousand tonnes in (19?7-78) 

Although rice io the main crop that is grown in Naga­

land rollO\!!ed by rnillets, maize, pluses, oil seeds, 

fibres, sugarcone, Jotato etc. ~1 these crops are not 
,) 

sufficient for their local consumption. 

Industria! Qeve1opmgnt: 

As already mentioned the economy of N agalend 

is primarily agrarian ,. ith a 10'-, percentage of the 

9. Corresr)~;.md1ng to this( 19?2-73 to 1977 to 78) North­
east Hegion•s Rice produet1on vas 2778.2 thousand 
tonnes to 3288.3 thousand tonnes.Ind1a's production 
was 392~5.3 to 52676.~ thousand tonnes. 
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labour force employed in secondary and tertiary sectors 

of the econo~. In the state ns a whole tbere are 1.~3 

'percent workers are engaged in the secondary aot1v1t1es 

and 26.21 percent in the tertiary sector. The percentage 

or workers engaged in different sector for the year 1981 

is given below: 

District 

Kohima 

Phek 

Wokha 

Zunheboto 

Mokokchl.tng 

Tuensang 

Mon 

TabJ,.e 3,3 

D1str:1,);)uY,pn of WgrkersC 198] l 

Primary Secondary 
activities activities 
{?.C.) (?.C.) 

56.15 2.99 

81.33 0.30 

73.8~ 3.23 

77.31+ 0.38 

68.94- 0.91 

83.63 0.67 

84.40 0.15 

Tertiary 
activities 
( p ,C) 

4o.9~ 

18.37 

22.93 

22.88 

30.15 

15.?0 

15.45 

Source 1 Census of Indla-1981 (N aga.land) Preliminary. 



The above data reveals that the percentage 

of \.torkers in the Decondary sector is very low. This 

suggests tbat state is not 1ndustr1aly doveloped. 

Therefore the main stay of population in only agricul­

ture. 

To develop the state of l~e.galend, three maJor 

industrial projects have been taken up. A sugar mill 

with crushing capacity of 1200 tonnes per- day has been 

set up in Oimapur as a ntate government projoet. A 

dis tillary unit \dttt a daily ca;>acity of 1 ,000 gallons 

of alchol ~as al~o added to the sugar mill project. 

The second 1;.: a paper mill at Tull in r,iokokc hunn -which 
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is a joint venture of the state and tho Union Government. 

The major share of tho cost is boing borne by th~.:~ Govern­

ment of India. The a.pproximate cost of the project is 

56 ororea and its capacity 100 tonnes of paper per day. 

The third is a plywood factory at Tijit in Mon District 

(The Nagaland forests products Ltd.) \lhich has gone 

into operation with a capacity or 15 lakhs t;q.metre per 

annum. 

Mandloom and sericultural are also important 

cottage 1ndtlstries of the state. These industries are 

receiving encourugement from the Government. These 



industries are expected to ensure larger employment 

opportunities, thereby redL.lcing the pressure on land 

ancl leading t-o balanced re g1 onal de~elopment. There 

are six weaving cum production centres, seven ser1cul­

ture farms, one handicraft training cum production 
10 

centre and three small scnle industries service centro. 

The following table sh~~s the Number of industries in 

Nage.land district~:ises 

Table 3.....!t 

t!umpg.r: of Indus tr,iw in N agal.and 

(Die trictwise ) 
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I t ' f I I Type of Industry• Koh1ma: Phek, Moko- rWok-~zun-JTue-:Mon 
' 'kchung:ha 1heboJnsa-l I t t 

I ' •to •ng ' 

Indu.5tr1al 1 
.Estate 

Weaving Training- , 2 2 
cum-production 
centre. 

Cottage 1ndust- , 1 1 
rl~s cum-produ-
ction centres. 

Sericulture farms 3 1 2 2 1 1 1 

Handicraft Traini- 1 
ng-cum-produotlon 
centre. 

10. £:ource:D1rectorate of Industries, Nagaland( 19'79). 



81 

Table 3.4< Contd ••. ) 

f ' t -/ 

Type of Industry • Rohima tPhek tr1oko- tWolt- •Zun- tTue- •f--ion 

Small seale 1 
industries 
serviee insti-
tute. 

S uge.r mill 1 

Paper and pulp 
mill. 

Plywood f~ctory 

Dlij tillery unit 

... 

, 

•kchung •ha •hebo- ens a- • 
•to . mg 

1 -
1 

.. 

Source: Directorate of Industries Nagaland, Koh1ma(1979). 

This table sho"'s that the district bordering 

Ansam and whose topography is no too rugt;ed had the major 

share of industries. \'Jhereas the districts lik~ Phek and 

Zunheboto had only one rJervica indus tr,y due to the lack of 

communication and non-availability of ra,, materials tor 

the industrial development. The Government had attempted 

to develope the districts of Mon and Tuensang, which are 

quite far avas from the central authority. To develope 



the people of backttnrd region and to g1V<e the sense of 

unity with rest or India this step has given the fruit­

ful result. The people who ~ere engaged in head hunting 

and vho bad never seen the world of civilization are 

changing day by day. 

Another important factor for the devalopment 

of road and transport communication. The Government of 

India had taken up tho road development programme in 

Naga.lo.nd ~.ith top priority since independence. A brief 

acco~t of the road development in Nagaland since inde­

pendence \Jlll shcn-i us the achievement of the state as 

~ell the union Government. 

Before independence vhatevor communication 

that was dev®loped in this state ~aa done to cater to 

the administrative needs of the colonial rulers v1thollt 

any regard to the economic uplift or the people of the 

area. In 1875 a briddle path from S. amg;.tt.ing to \~okha 

vi a Kohl.ma ,,, as opened. Hov.ever, the moat 1m.portan t 

commercial routes in the west ~ere described to be 

Vngma i4oewngyimsen and .Dengkum-Amgur1 routes. 
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In the Second World l-iar, the roads linking 

the district in the N aga Bills ll1ere the t·1okokchung 

Amgt~r1 road and Kohima Mokokcb!lng road v1a. ~lokha. 

But after independence road communication became ver1 

essential for transportation or goods as well as people 

mtd for the growing need ot the traders. Great ebenge 

took place after the formation of Naga Bills Tuensang 

Area in 1957. (see Map No. B ). 
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No\: \11tbstanding the remarkable progress 

achieved in the field of communication in recent years, 

Nagale.nd still has a long 'Jay to go in becoming f~llY 

developed as far as communication is concerned. It may 

be mentioned that Nagaland had only 10.~5 Km of railv93s 

which passes through the D1mapur plain with a rail~ay 

station at Dimapur and (another small station)at 

Naginimor~ \>!itb very limited capacity for goods and 

pass~agers movements. The r<.t does not appear much scope 

for extension of rail"iuy!'; in to the interior areas of 

the state ~ue to rugged terrain. Thefefore, it cannot 

serve as a viable media for tran~portntion in Nagalend. 

Nagaland does not have any civil aerodrome, bat 

there is military aerodrome at Dimapur ~hioh allows civil 



traffic. It started operating in 19?1. Hovever, it 

does not cater to the need of masa transportation 

so that its impact on tr~ns~ortat1on 1a negligible. 

Development of co~nun1cation syste~ is a 

cont1n~ous p~ocess. Ita implication becomes mora 

sigmificant when confr0nted '~i th areas having a 

hostile terrain. Nar;aland is a hilly state vitu v0ry 

difficult terrain cw the major portion of the Patkai 

range cutn through the state. Therefore the only means 

of communication ~hich can be developed the state with 

considerable effort are roads. Ronas trRnsportat1on 

consequently shall continue to be the onl.Y means of 

communication which would coter to improve the basic 

infrastructure of the eocio-econo.:~1c aspe~;ts in the 

state. 

It i!:l in this background that state Government 

had taken up a scheme durine 1963-64 for the creation 

of depurtmental road transport undertaking n'lmely the 

N agaland n tate Transpor'f:(NL>T) to c~ter to the transport­

ation needs of the S.tate in phases. P.ccordingly, passen­

ger transport 1 n the state vms stnrted by N~;T in o small 

way from 15th June 1965 by introducing bus servt ces bet­

ween Koh1ma and D1ma~ur. The process of expansion of 



pasaanger service in the state continued. 1n a span 

of 16 years {1981-82) the bus service have reached 

all the tm;ns and almost all administration ~ntres 

of the state. In the last 16 years the Nagaland &tate 

Trans port bas g:ro\!1n vigorouslY and oorw iderably expan­

ded its services. 

Road§ <Na.tiQO!iJ. apg State lUah ttgys )..t 

The state is served by t~·o National Highways, 

via. NH-39 and HE-36. \-lbereas NH-39 has a route length 

of 103 Km within the state connecting Dlcapur upto Mao, 

via.Kohiffia, NH-36 has got a length of only 5.~ Km in 

the state in Dlmapur. Nagaland has got 1161 run or state 

HighwaYs covering all the 7 districts of the state. 

at,~ t§ B1sbltax:s !a E! IDtu!l,ans 
( e.s on 31 • 3. 19 79 ) 

1. Kohlme/Wokhe/Mokokchung S.H.l-lo .1 152 Km 

2. Amcuri-Mokokchung 5H.No.2 102 ron 

3. Kohima...Ctmkabama-Pfutsero .S.H.No. 3 251 Km 
Melari. 

4-. Ner~phani-'liokha Sli .I~ o .lt- 6lf. Km 

5. Sonari-Namtola SH.!~o. 5 60 Km 

6. Mariani -Mokokchung- aH.tio.6 195 Km 
Tu.ensang. 

7. Chakabama-Chaaouba- Sll.No. 7 220 Km 
Zunheboto-Mokokchung. 

a. Tuensang Keph1re SB.No.8 122 Km 

Source: Transport Comm1ss1oner.Nagalund,Koh1ma(1979). 
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Apart from these. there are other roads in Nagaland 

sQeh as major district road (riDR) other district roads 

( ODR) and Village roads. The ~able be loll sho-W the 

d1str1ctw1se length of the roads as on (31.3.?9) includ­

ing the State High"Jeys. 

Table 3.5 

l2.1str1ctll1sg Hoart Lengtp { Km) 

I ' Sl t J1strlct ,state ,M D H t 0 D 
I I 

R ,Village , Total 
No. , ,High ,road 

1ll1a.YS 

'S u ·~ u "'"· I 
s l1 '\:"' -.~ u t 8 

1 • Kohima 9.9 147· 5'1 164 3 360 158 

2. Phek 31l.t - 49 9 38 - 25'0 325 

3. MokokchWlg 235 63 26 65 7 302 268 

l.t. '! )ll'e nn ang . 212 10 l.t6 7 759 229 

5. ·woltha 56 - 41 . 41 8 2 16o 6lf. 

6. Zunheboto 102 130 28o 102 

7. Non 40 8 4 64 - 24o 52 

Source: Transport Corot!lunlcat.ton i~e.galand,Koh1rna( 1979). 

National high'\lla.Y 39 which passes throllgh Nagaland 

is the most important road link as it cnrrtes an estimated 
f!.VV(t~r 

4o to 45;. of the total tra.ffJsc • The major portion of the 

goods traffic of Nanipur state is also carried along the 

u 
6'11 

337 

4-30 

8o!i 

203 

a..1o 
212 
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same road. There are freq11ent landslide on the road 

at milestone 41 from D1mapar, dl!ring rainy seaaons. 

This becomes an obstacle, for the traff~c.is either 

partially or "1holl.y. closed in different spells for 

deys together. 

The surface conditions of the said road being 

extremely poor. The vear and tear on tbe vebiale is 

quite hit;h. The situation bas further aggrevated due 

to smnll percentage of the length of the N.h. in the 

atnte. The length or the N.H. in the state constitutes 

only z~ or the total route lencth of the slate, which 

is quite lo~ ~hen compared to the all India average 

of 6% to the total s11rfaeed road length. 

In hilly regions, the level of socio-economic 

development are generally low, and th~re exists distinct 

regional disparity. ~uch disparities are Unique in tribal 

dominated hill areas like Nagaland. whai: is more 

concerning to the planning is ever widening gap bat~oen 

the 'Developed and the •Backward' regions. It bns been 

fo~nd,that the poorer a reglon is, the gro~ter 1s the 

difference bet~een its developed and underdeveloped 



areas. In the case of Nagaland where the tribal 011-

ture and natural environment are s1gn1f1cantl.Y rela­

ted (since historic time) one can assess it through 

levels of social change and degree of modernisation. 

Regional disparities 1n hill are precisely 

due to the following causes: 
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( 1) Lack of spatial integration of the economy 

as the inhabitants have closed economy. 

(2) Higher degree of dependence on a particular 

sector ot economy and absence of economic diversifica­

tion. 

( 3) Lack of even and uniform diffusion of 

growtb impulses in space. 

{I+) Unsystemic ut1llzat1on or generative 

forces. 

( ~) Higher degree of economic 1nstabiliey 

due to absolute dependence on phJsical environment 

including climate. 

(6) Spatial distribution of growth Nuleii 
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only along the transportation network and absence of 
11 

diffusion due to phfsical constraints. 

In an attempt for area clsrrif1cat1on and 

regionalisation no single va~iable is adequate to 
r 

portray (some of ) the complex character is tics which 

are not directlY ob~srvable. A package of stastical 

method based on a host of variables are involved in 

tbe present vork on area class1ticat1on and identifi­

cation or regional system. It comprisen the use of 

factor anolJSis snd related grouping procedures and 

11. Development in hill 1s clustered aroWld a few nuc­
lei! ~here communication networks gre ~ell laid for 
tbe flo~ of on9!tal inputs, social overheads and 
other innovative traffics. Growth ot these nucle11 
are explained b7 the emergence ot subeentres in a 
•ribb·~n pattern' e.long the communication lines. 
HO\Il'ever the growth of these •urban feat\.lred • n\.lole1i -
that are tilted exogeniouslY more towards the urban 
plains than towards ~e 1nd1geno~q country-side do 
affect very little on the transformation of the 
Sllrrounding areas through the diffusion of grO\rlth 
impulses. Such neutral relationships between 
graving urban areas and the surrounding r\1ral areas 
in the hill are more prominant in those areas where, 
alongvith transport bottlenecks rellgio\.\S taboos, and 
other tribal norms persist or allo~ed to persist 
for certain geopol1t1cn.l reasons. The ree.r,.on for the 
baek\-1ardness of the border states in Nortb-Eastem 
hills of India both in terms of economic and social 
conditions can be attributed to these,fectors. 



also the composition of ttw chosen variables into 

indices so tho.t each of tbe areal observation can be 

compared \lith others (through all the related var1ablev ). 

This measLtre the levels of 1nequ.al1t1os within tbe 

region. The object of oonstru.cttng a composite index bas 

been to assimilate ~itb proper veigbtage, tbe variation 
J 

in the observed values of the s~lected indicators into 

a final score or index.. A ver1 simple method 1S ranking 

of tho variables and tben addition of these ranks to 

find the composite index bas been used. 

Tbo obvious 4rav back of this method 1s tbat 

tbe unit difference in ranks does not reflect the extent 

of difference in the active observations. This method of 

summation ranks of ditferent variable makeo little 

sense because \ln1ts or measurement are different. In 

this exercise, the approach han been the eleminat!.on 

ot b1aa of the seale or 13 selected 1n.11oators and 

also ot their ~ selected indicators and their ~ sets 

separately b1 dividing tbem b1 tbeir respective means; 

tb.ereb7 making them •scal.e tree •. The values ot each 

division ot variable br respective means are added 

borlzontall,y to form the composite score for each set. 



- -Thun if na,nb - - - nn are the arithmatic 

means for na,nb ___ Dn indicators (here n - 13), 

tho composite index Xi for one unit of observation 

(circle) is given by 

x1 = X8 + xb - - - • Xn 

:fa xb Xn 
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using this method separately for ~ sets of 13 indicators, 

the final aggregate composite index is derived out of 

tbe addition ot the scores ot eaoh ot the fou.rnsets. 

Tbese index values tor eaob observation are subsequent­

ly grou)ed on the basis ot range difference to put each 

observation i.e. decides into a certain rank vb1ch re­

presents its level of development. 

1. 

t®M 3,6 

•lodicatgra of MIY@l and fotentAa1 of neye1gpmant­
uetm gng tbeir sub-set§ 

Set Original VariaLle Indicator 

Educational Educational Inst1tu-
facilities & tions 
literacy 

a) Primary School a) p .t. per 1000 pop n 

b) Middle School b) M.S. per 1000 popn 



Table 3.6 (contd •••• ) 

Set Original Variable 

c )Secondary 6ohool 

d)College 

e)L1teracy 

II.Medical Medical Inst1t~t1onn 
Fac111t1-
es. 

a) Dispensary 

b) Hospital 

III. POl!er a) Village having 
supply po\ler s~pply 
and 
communi- Village having cation. b) 

pucca Hoad 

c} Village having 
post office 

d) Village having 
Tel.Off1oe 

IV. Econo- a) Non primary 
mic work force 
Sese. (N?t-iF) 

b) Secondary '\-tork 
.force{ r~IF) 

Indicator 

c) s.s. per 1000 popn 
n d) Colleges per 1000 pop 
n 

e) Literacy per 1000 pop 

n 
a) Diap per 1000 pop 

b) Hosp per 1000 popn 

a) % of villages with 
pm1er supply. 

b) % or villages with 
pucca Road. 

e) % ot Ul.l~lges having 
post office. 

d) % ot villages having 
Tal. Office. 

a) Proportions of NPVJF 
to total vork force. 

b) Proportion of S\tJl-; to 
total NPWF • 

*The selection of indicators hac h~eyer been severely 
constrained by the non-availability of requisite data. 



To understand the socio-economic under-

development ot a region the complex development 

process ocll !or the selection of more thnn one 

i.nd1c a tor and hence thirteen indicatorn have been 

chosen to measure the existing levels and potential­

ities of development of each sub-reg1on(clrcle). 

These .Lndice.tors have been classified into 4 sets 

that correspond to different aepocts of social and 

economic development process. Some of these indicators 

are not the most suitable ones but possibly the most 

relevant ones that are cons istant to the concerned 

phenomenon could be squeezed out of tte existing 

inadequate data base. 

The first set of indicator i.e. Educational 

institutions are the infra!'ltrll.zture and literacy a 

general index ot ca ltural and technological advances 

io both an outcome and agent of a\le.reness of deve­

lopment. Institution population rat1on(1.e. number or 
school per 1000 population) does not actually form 

the most SQ1table indicator in Nagaland's conditions 

because the institutions are a~ways under utilized 

in tribal areas. In other words, ~hen the population 

1n a given area is doubled, it does not effect or 



proportionately diminish the per capita availability 

ot schools by half. The ratio of each of the Educa­

tional institution to a unit of geographical area co­

uld be more appropriate, when the acoessab1l1ty con­

straints is an important factor in Nagaland's condi­

tions. As against the literacy-population ratio, it 

~ould be more appropriate to take the students 1n the 

schools and colleges as pro9ortions of the populations 

1n relevant age group. fi~ever, these two attempts 

could not be used in this exercise due to non-availa­

b111 ty of secondary data. 

The second set of indicators deal ~ith medi­

cal facilities, eensus report for 1971 is confined to 

the availability of medical 1nst1tu.tlons in each cir­

cle such as dispensaries and hoop1tals. The indicator 

(II/a and (III)b pertains to the ratio bet~een the 

1nst1tut1~n and population of the circles. In oonstru­

ct~g these indicators, it ~ould have also been more 

appropriate in Nagaland's condition to take the medi­

cal 1nstituti ona as ratio oft he geographical area 

because accessibility constraints play more dominant 

role in the utilization and expansion or the medical 

facilities in the hill areas. 



The third set of indicators pertains to the 

pover suppl.f and communication. Here, the indicators 

(III)a,b,c end d are tramed as ration between the nu­

mber of villages in the circle, as unlike for the in­

dicators in the f.lrst and second sets. Since the avai­

lability of'powre supply, P~cca roads, post and Tele­

graphic office can be considered at non-immediate type 

~hen compared vith ind1eators in first two sets. For 

indicators(III)b, it would have been more appropriate 

to take road distance as ratio to the geogrppbical 

area of the circle, but for the lack of data it could 

not be done. However, this set of indicators would at 

best may help to understand. the levels of development, 

since they form and are agents of change in the total 

social syste:n. 

Tho fcurth set of indicators ~hicb pertains to 

economic base asserts the level of d1v6rs1!1cution ot 

economy vh1ch is directly linked vith development 1n 

Nagaland becat.lSe of Tribal economy the ques t1on of 

economic d1vers1f1ontion hns been very ob~cure. Since 

non-primary nct1v1t1as have a higher productivity than 

primary activities, an area dominated by non-primary 

activities is characterised by lHrge production and 

higher per capita incoree, thus growith of development. 



Therefore, a chango of occupatlon from primary to 

non-primary sector reflects develor;>ment and is valid 

for Nagaland•s conditions (~here more than'90 percent 

of the local work force is engaged in tribal based 

primary activities dominated by monocrop9eo primitive 

agriculture). 

The extent of dew lopment of an economic 

structure is determined by the pattern of change of 

occupations from primury to non-primary sectors. The 

indicators •a• and •b• of this set pertain to the 

stracture of participation rate is non-prlmary sector 

of economy. Indicator •a• pertains to the ratio of 

non-primary ~ork force to the total ~ork force of a 

circle ~hich will sbo~ the degree of development. 

The indicator 'b' pertains to the ratio be­

t~een the secondary ~ork force (SWF) and the total of 

non ... prlmar,y \r.:ork force (N Pw'l''). The secondary sector 

being an asset and an economic (bone of a dew 1op1ng 

region), its levels of growth and labour absorbing 

capacity 1nd1catos the development levels of a 

region. 
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tgyels ot Devn1opmen~: 

The western part ot Nagaland is relativelY 

developed than the eastern region. \\'1 thin theee regions, 

difference 1n development do exist. However, based 

~pon the composite index derived out of the f~r sets 

ot 1ndactors as mentioned above the entire region 

of tbe state can be classified into six levels ot 

development. Tbe table 2 and Map (AI• _,) shov the n ta­

te •s 60 circles under 6 groups or leva l£1 of dave .. 

lopment. 

With the bighest ag~regate score ot 17.9S2, 

Zubza under Kor~ma district is the only circle in the 

state under this levol o! development. The relatively 

highest level of its socio-economic dew lopment 1a 

due to the ~ell developed trans?ortalion netyork 

and aoc1al infrastructure and has close "proximity to 

Koh1ma tovn, the state capital ~hich have strongl7 

tnfluenced the social and eoono~ic conditions ot the 

Zubzo circle. For a population of 5107 in 1971, the 

circle havo favourable ratios to almost all aspects 

of socio-economic base. 
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Category' score 
,Kohima , t<tokok- Tuen - .!otal 
piatrict , chung , sang ~o.ot 
, , District District ,circles 

,unde 1" the 
,cfltaggrx 

First f-iore than 13.633 Zubza 1 

Second 13.059 - 13.633 Mangkulemba Nag1n1mala 2 

Third 4-.606 - 8.396 Tsemi-Ongpangkongchessore 13 
yu, - Tul1, Mon. ' 
.Zakh- Kubulong,-
ama, Changtongya, 
Dima- Akulato, 
pur, Altepyong .. 
Pher1-
ma, 
Phek-
sndar. 

Fourth 2.992 - 4-. 325 Chie- Cbuhuyim- Tuensang- 21 
pho - lang, Sadar, 
bzou, Alongk1ma, Longkh1m, 
Pfut- Longe hem, Chare • 
aero, .Aghunato, 
Chie-. Atoixu, 
ami, S ato1, 
Chaz- Wokha Banis, 
ouba, Bhandari, 
r~eluri Lotsu, 
Tenn- 0u.ngro 
ing, 
Ped1. 

Fifth 0.9'71+ 2.622 Pug- Satakha l~oksem 22 -
hob- Euruhoto Tamlu 
hoto, Hos he ?U Longleng 
?ho- Ac hikucba Tabu 
kungr1,Zunheboto S.hamtorr 
Jaluke Nokle.k 

tfgf~1\l 



Table 3.7(cont4 •••• ) 

;composite 'Kohima •Mokok- 'Tuen -
Category•score •J1str1ct 'chung 'sang 

' ' •District 'District 

t 

Sixth o.423 

QirgJ,e lD the 8ekond category' 

Phomoning 
Cham pang 
Kip here 
?ungro 
S1t1m1 
Seynchung 

Che\>1 
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rrotal 
.No.or 
•circles 
•under the 
•category 
' 

l'\iO circle Mangkulemba in Mokokchune district and 

Nag1n1me.ra in the north western part of Tuensang district 

fnll under the second level of soclo-economic development 

with th~ aggregate composite score of 13.633 and 13.069 

respectivelY. The position of Mangkulemba ~h1cb appeals 

to be an island surrounded by relatively lower developed 

region, is an exce;;>tion. For :·iangltulemba is a tiny unit 

both in terms of he1· population, size and areal divisions. 

In 19?1, the total population of this circle vas only 511, 

a. figure toibich l:ot.lld obviou.'3l.y boost up the population 

soci o-economlc ratios. 
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Naginimara with a population of 10,518 

in 1971 bas been the most h1ghly developed eircle 

in ruensang district. Naginimara's relatively better 

infraetructaral development (espicially in communi­

cation system) is attributed to its external link­

ages with Bibsagar district of Assam. Naginimara 

forms the northern gateway ot Nagaland to the develop-
' ed Brahamputra Valley. 

The regions under this level ot development 

is confined mostly in vestern half of the state in 

tbe form of patterns. There are altogether 13 circles 

under this lev;jl, five 1n Kobima district six in 

Mokokchung district and remaining t~o circles in the 

Tuensan.g distrtct. These have the aggregate composite 

score ranging from (14.6 to 8.4). 13 circles under 

this level can be considered as havtng fairly develop­

ed socio-economic 1nfrastructural base. It ie in the 

close proximity of the circles like Dimapur,Pherima 

and labza to the stat€ industrial town (Dimapar) and 

state•s capital Kohima.These circles have easy access 

to the National Hi@P~S¥. The location of regional 
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administrative headquarters 

10 circles under this hierarchy, ba~ eignif1cantly 

1nfluenoed the development of the socio-economic infra­

structure. 

Qlrg~g§ in the FoMrth Categorx:-

There are 21 circles under this hierarchy 

with the highest composite score of ~.325 and the 

lowest score of 2.992. Half of these circles are under 

Mokokchung district a third under Kohima district and 

tho remaining one sixtbl under T\lensane district • ... 

Almost all th~ areas under this level are in 
' 

the \\restern half of the state and they can be categori-

seQ as moderately developed or marginally developed 

on tho basis of relatively highest value scQred by each 

indicators to their respective means. 

About 33 percent of the total geographical area 

of the state is under the fifth level of soe1o-eoonomle 

develop!llent. These areas comprising a total of' 22 circles 

which may be considered as areas of the law level of 

development or bnekvard area of the state. Out of these 



22 ai~cles, T~ensang district alone has 1~, which is 

more than 66% of the total area, Kohtmn has 3 c1relea 
-

that come under tbls categor3. The respective means 

of the each set of indicators for almost all these 22 

circles are higher than their Industrial scores on 

the column. 

The lo~ level of socio-economic development 

in these regions can be attributed primarilY to the 

tugher degree or inaccessibility, iGolated settlements 

and poor level of social avareness among the tribes. 

One of the unique features of tbe region is that all 

the border areas of Nagaland facing Burma long1tudena ... 

lly are undeveloped. Considering the strategic position 

of Nagaland it i~> obvious that these borders areas 

are kept aa buffer zones on geopolitical grounds. 

Qirole tn tha &!xth Categgry: 

With an aggregate composite score of 0.~23, 

this is represented by Chen circle of Tuensang which 

forms the most backward areas of the state. Chen is 

a border area and has the total population of ~85 

( 1971 census). Literacy ratio is vary 10\V ,(onl3 Lt-.8 

percent are literates). Educational 1nnt1t~tions 



restricted to middle school level and the socio­

economic lnfrastruetural fac1lt1es 10 the circle 

are totally absent. Therefore, lt is not sur~rlsing 

to note that the circle • s vorlt r-orce par t1c1 pa.tion to 

non-primary activities is on11 1.6~ percent. 

k§yel§ Qf"~yelopment and Trlba1 Concentratlona 

Each of the Naga tribe are concentrated in 

a definite area "·ith strong cultural and economic base. 

In the past such 41st1nct terr1tortal1sat1on among the 

Naga tribes vas accentuated by constant soc1o-pol1t1oal 

and economic conflict within the Naga communities and 

against the non-Naga invaders untill the entire Naga 

hills ~ere dominated by the British en1 Christian 

m1ssionar1eo who penetrated into their domains and 

injected the art of 'lfesternisation into the blood or 
No.gas. J\fter India achieved independence and e. state 

of Nagaland \Jas formed 1n 1963, the process of socio­

economic assimilation and acultur1sation among the Naga 

tribes ~1th the people from urban plains took place 

in much rapid pace. Bo..,rever, as compared to the rest ot 

the country, the levels of such cultural assimilation 

and d~velopment ~ere 1n a retarded form. Such a stato 



of affairs has been due to (o) physiographic const­

raints for development of the infrastructure (b) Stra­

tegic location, (being a border area fflcing Burma and 

Chinn), {c) the policy of the Go~ernment of India in 

dealing ~1th scheduled tribes (d) Naga attitudes to­

~ards asslailntion {e) strong cultural attachment 

among them, 111d lastly ( t) tb.e discontentment among 

some or their leaders tO\<lards t be policies of the 

Government (that res~lted in the outbreak of hostility 

against the Government). 

The levels of socio-econom1c devalopment, among 

the Naga tribes and their degree of ar.si~ilation or 

detr1ballsat1on is closely rela.ted to tl:le1r spatial 
12 

distribution an~ concentration. Tbe tribal area where 

infrastructural facilities and other innovative measures 

could penetrate only by over coming pbys i.ograph1o con­

straints are singulerly favoure.d by the tribal. commu­

nities. 

Sie~ificontlY the problem bas to be tackled 

@.t the grass roots, for the development requirement 

ot the state is essentially includes the extension of 

12. S.ee Chapter IV. 
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transport and communication facilities, development 

of trade and a possible re-orientation of the natio­

aal policy so as to incorporate them as an integral 

part ~f the countrJ. Reviewing the existing transport 

linkage and associated elements, it is clear that 

mountainous topography has h~~red the vertical 

development aq ~ell as latteral communication faci­

lities in the stato. 

Lack of interaction since the colonial period 

in Inner-line area has delaYed the economic da~opm~nt 

and transformation, which in tLU"n hr..s resulted into 

ethno-lingual diversities 1n tbe region.The ethno-

lingual diversities definitely createj centrifugal 

forces and regional and sub-regionaiovertones against 

integration, '\<soother political or economic in chnre.cter. 

It is important to understand the perception oft he people 

guiding the national policies and this ~ould help in 

bringing a balonce betveen force~ emanating from tribal­

ism, regtonali~m and nationalism. 

It then can be concluded that Nagaland clearly 

indicates distinct regional variatlon of de'\..elopment• 

Consequently, the attitude of the triben has also chang~ 
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botb towards intra and inter tribal relationship as 

well ae ~ith the people of rest of the country. This 

has had a corresponding influence on the insurgent 

movement 1n Uagaland. During the early stageo of the 

insurgent movement the extremists were able to moti­

vate the tribes, who were occu?ying areas wbich vere 

back\1ard or least developed. 

The analysis of the lew l of development also 

indicates the perputatlon of' the phenomenon of growth 

even today. So much so th~t tberc are pockets of re­

sistance by extremists ~itbin Nagaland with tho gra-

dual penetre.t1 on of modernization and "Wi tb the establish­

ment of poll tical stabill t3 tt.c insurgent movement has 

fourtd 1 ts operation in a very l0\1key if not completely 

eliminated. 

The proce~o of development also indicates 

that the extremist leador had taken the advontage of 

ignorance and economic backwardness. Subsequent progress 

has however,reversedthe entire situation. Thin has led 

to oonnict sit.lation, "h1cb the extremist leude.rs 

today are; not able to explain to their followers. This 

was compounded by lack of safe sancturies for the 
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insurgents v1th1n Nagtland. Those that exist, exist 

in Btarma. The 1ntemat1onal frontier between India 

and Burma in N agaland sector is elearlJ' marked by 

very bac~ard economic region, wblcb under the cir­

eumstanees ~as of no use to the insurgents - a 

relatively strong factor far the Government to re­

duce the insurgent activity. 
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SQCIO..:.POLITICAL SET l]P OF Nlo.GAS 

Nagaland presents unity in diversity 1n 

matters of race and language. The social and cultural 

heritage or the !la.ga t)eople might have been the same 

b.ad tbey bad one common language. But tho !-!ega people 

do not belong to one tribe but to more than twenty. 

Thera are thirteen major tribes and not less than 

seven minor tribes. while Ao, Angami,Sema,Chang,Konyak, 

Lotha, Chakhesang,Phom,Rengma,Sungtam,Yimchunger,Kuki 

ond Zeliamgroung may be grouped in to major tribes. 

Chankru, Cb!ru ,Khezn,Pehury, ~hamnyeyang, Tikh1r ,w ancho 

etc. may be classified as minor trtbes. This multi­

plicity of tr]_.bes in Nagaland is due to th~ fact that 

the Naga people migrated to this Pnrt in different 

groups and they remained confined to their ridges und 
1 

mountainous terrain. This alSo resulted in the multi-

plicity of language in N agaland. The v art uus trl bes used 

to spook their 0\oJO dialects '''hie h ""ore essontiall,y 

different fro!ll one another. But recently the Naga people 

have developed 
2 a language ,.,.hich is kno"m as Nagrunese. 

1. s. Barkateke,(1968) Ir1bes of Ass»m, (S~~llong) 
pp.1-5. 

2 • .Baaec1 on personal aarvey of Hagaland and its people. 
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But as soon as Nagala.nd becE>...me a constituent state of 

the Indian union, English became the state language. 

This departure from t r.e main trend is due to t"Wo factors. 

Firstly, the Nag a people did not have a comtilon script 
3 of their o~n. Nagamese has been developed very recently 

when the Assamcse came into contact \.•1th ·the Nagas. 

S.e~ondly, the Br1 t1sh fiJ.sslonaries influenced the Negas and 

~ho· tried to change the social and cultural outlook 
' 4 
of the Nagas. The British infact made a deep impact 

5 
on the social and cultural life of the Nagas. The Nagas 

were dazzled by the Englioh culture and ~ay of life 

and English thus became very popu.J.ar among the Naga 
6 

elite. It ~as regarded as the language of the socially, 

economically and poll tic ally advan~ed f4 agas '\oJho \#ere 

of the notion that the key to advancement lay in learning 

3. R.B. }1accable, putlJ,ne Grammer of Angarn1n Uagas lflD­
gy.agg,( Calcutta).pp.13-14. 

4. v. Elvin,( 1969) The tiagsw j.n the N1neteentb Centua, 
(Bombay), pp~ 15-1 S. 

5. KevtNino PetJey1e ,( 1974) I:duoa.tlonal Lleyelopraent an~ 
Soci?J, Change in Nagalfl.nd "High Landt:r".Vol.11,No.2. 

(Koh1ma).pp.7-12. 

6. ki.C.Smitb,( 1923) Hl§sionary Ast1y1t1es and Accl1turat1-
6n of Bac}sward peonle, nJournal of Applied Sociology", 
Vol. 7 .{Calcutta). pp. 15-18. 



English. Years after independence \>!hen Nagaland 

was given statehood, English was accepted as the 

state language by the people of N agalandl 

iiO 

The Naga people are simple, rr~endlf,hard­

vork1ns and self respecting. 'l'hey could be called 

egoists, because the moment they felt, tney are being 

let down) they became ferocious nnd dangerous. The 

most praise ~or~~Y tblng abo~t the NagA is their 

belief ln casteless society. They do not harbour any 
7 

prejudices related to caste and creed. There are no 
.. 

social outcaste in rlagaland. All <:?-re equal there and 

they do not make any distinction among themselves on 
8 

the bases of caste,creod and colour. Mostly the Nagas 

are Christians. They are doeply roligiou.s and every 

village hao a Dapt1sh Church. 

It \\'ill be important to add a few words as 

to ~hy the people living in this part of the hills 

?. Based on personal survey of the Naga people. 

B. Base on personal contact and conversations with 
the Naga people. 



9 
are called rtagas. The origin of the Naga peo;>la is 

also shrouded in m~ystery. Different scholars hold 

different views. Some believe that the Nagas belong 
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10 
to the Indo-Mongolid race. There ie yet another ver-

) 

sion, ·suggestE:fd_ ~ ~ that the Nagas 'll:erc no other than 
11 

tho Kirates of India. The chief exponent of this view 

was Dr.e .K.Chatta.rjee. No doubt there are some ref­

erences of Kirntas, whose original have \ias in hlma­

lcyan slopes and 1n tl:e mountains of east Assam. But 

9. John 8llttler beliews that the people ln plains 
us ed to call t be persons 11 vi ng in the hills n a gas. 
Dome other vr1t ter.s ho,•ever, believe that the '\-lord 
.Nagu bas been derived from tbf' flanakr1 t vord Uag 
which means a snake. But the Nagas did not themse­
lves knm: the.t they ~ere the decendents of the sna-
ke spirit. Hence it is not convincing that the llagas 
are tho descendents of snakes. L. \>i. ~ hnkes pear and 
Hobert Reid think that the '·ord Naga is daformed Hindi 
word of He.nge., mee.n1ng naked. A Greek scholar of se­
cond century A.D.ptolemy holds th~ same vie. Be has 
referred to the N~ns as N ,_mglong, "Which means naked 
people. According to th)lcombe and peal the term Naga 
han 1 ts origin in the word llolt which ~eans .folk and 
as the Nag a people used to live in groups, they ce.me 
to bP. knm.~n as Naga later on. Thir. view of Holcomb 
end ~eal ~p)ears to be logical and nearest the truth. 
See also, journal of Ap~lied sociology, history of 
Upper Assam, Upper .Burma and North-east frontier, The 
Ao 1lar.;a tribes of Assam. 

11.~qK.Cbutterjee,(1950) JQ.rat~Js Naaa-kiri~ "Journal of 
rtoyeJl Asiatic ~ooiety of l.lengal, Vol.16,No.2(Calcatta) 
pp.22. 



most of the scholars ·do not subscribe to tbe view 

that the 1(1ratas were none else than the Nagaa. 

The Nqas have some legendS and-stories _of 

their origin. The Cbakhes a.ng, sama,f\engma and Lotha 

believe that the first Haga came out of stone in a 
12 

place kn~nn as Khezkenoma. Thus as the ~hr1st1ans 

believe that Adam and Eve vere the first to come on 

ii2 

the earth and that later their sons and daughters 

spread all over the world. The !iaeas think bbat the 

firr.t Na.t;a, '\:hm came out of the stone gave birtb to 

severalsons, ~ho left their original places of birth 

and ~ent away to different places to settle. There 

is still another legend in Nagalund which suggest 
13 

that the first Uaga emerged from a lake. These stories 

and the legenjs do not, however, seem to very convincing 

because they are bat;ed on supersti tlon and rcl1el ous 

, belief. 

·It thus appears that there is a lot of' con­

troversy regarding the origin of tbG Na&as. But the 

v1<JW which staten that the Ne.ge.s belong to the Indo­

Hongolid race aPi'ears to be very near to the trutb. 

12. M.Alemchloa,(1970) A Brief H1stor1cAb Acsgunt of 
Nagalpn~,{Kohlma), p.22. 

13. T.C.Hondson1( 1970) f..ome Ngga (;wJ!;omfi gnd Si'LUU11t1-
,Y.ont}, Folk ore, Vol .. 2H London),P9·29 -312. 
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This is simply because the Naga people did not come 

to this part or India !rom very far off land. Some of 

the people 11v1ng in the p~ains fromother side of the 

Himalaya might have come to this.~art and mixture 

produced the Nngas. Henco it will be more appropriate 
1lt­

to Saj' that the Nagas belong to Indo-mongoloid race. 

The history of hO\J the Naga tribes came pre­

ciesely to occupy their present positlon has of course 

pa!H~ed into the dim obscurity. However, it does not 

appear that the tiagas have been living in this area 

'With the allied tribes of Nagas like Karen Ghan,Chin, 

Singpho and others, who have come from the western 
15 

China settled in Burma. U.K. Chat te rj e e bell even that 

these Indo-mongoloid group of people came to India 

in tenth century i3 .c. and confined themselves onl,y 
16 

to the North-eastern part of India. 

According to J.B.Hutton, the legends of the 

Aot: and Sema.!J give those tribes n more or less auto,. 
17 

chthomous origin. Though these legends of the race 

14. B.&.Ouha,(1944}"Hacigl §?lemonts !D the popul.at~QD, .. 
famnblets pn Ipg~ap Affaira, No.22.(0x!ord),p •• 

15. S.K.Chatterjee, Rtttf'~o.11.p.145'. 
16. Ibid. 

17 9 J .B.Hutton folli Talen pf.' Naias']:glk Lore .. Vol.26 
(1926} pp.371-94: 
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t-Jh!eh have been given local values, ehe other Naga 

tribes too have their own legends of their emergence. 

The reasons are not tar to s~ek that tbero tribes were 
.;4.'tl"l'l 

not 1nhab1tat1ng this lund (;1me immemorial. Because 

the terrain is so rugged and unproductive,, that 

the peopl.e cannot think of settling there in normal 

circumstances. Most of the scholars believe that 
18 

originally the Haga came from central Asia. These 

people of central MJ.ta \Yare kno"Wn as nov Chinese;=-

Chinang tribe~. They first came to north-west border 

of China many centuries before the Christian era and 

later on these tribes spread over to r,hina, Indonesia, 
19 

Philippines, .i::lb~tan,Burma and Na.galand. This is evident. 

from the fo.ct that the Nagas bear similarity ~ith some 

tribal groups such as Dyaks, and Konyaks, the tribal 

people of Indonesia ~~nd Ph1111)pine£~. Smith is of tr.a 

v1e\>J that the N aea belong to the same bl::Jod t~·hich 1s 

found in the peoole of Burma, (ikkim.Dhutan and other 
~ 20 r 

hilly areas of North-east India. 

Different Naga tri'bes c~;,me to Nagaland after 

crossing the I rra-wajd1 and the Chlnd'IJlin rivers ot Bl.lrma. 

18. v.r.A.Holcombe~(1964) .ExploratiOO au.rve.v ~D the Nasa 
Hills{ London J, p. 4. 

19. Sikim and Bhuttan, p.?. 1Uso ste Burma census Report 
of 1911,p.252. 

20. W.C.5mlth,{1925) Ag Nggan tripes of Asspm(1ondon)pp.153-
6o. 
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Some or them carne thro~~h the Mao gap and spread 

south \'Jhere the other Nag a tribes a pre ad north ~ards. 
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(.~ 
The Lotha traditions say thationce occupied the coun-

try, which is now of Angam1. Tba Ao broke off from 

Lotha stock and vent north, and as the Angamis ~ressed 

in thetr rear the Lotba follo~ed suit, going first 

west then crossing the Dyang at Le.ghtlmulth and spreading 

up to the to country and going north east towards nema 

co:mtry. Even now t·hey point to Lotha Genna stones 

errected en. long deserted and tree gro-wn hills to tba 

south of the Dayang aa ma~-.:ing the nltes of their formers 

homes. They also reme~bered storien of the great Lotha 

Chief ?emvo who led them against the .hngamis. And it 

is poss 1ble that the migration of part of the Rengmas 

to the Rengmr. bills 1n Gola.ghat l:as partl.} the result 

of the north-e~t~ord ~ressure of Letha migration. 

After great struggle these tribes occupied 

different pockets of Nacaland. Atpresent Angami occupy 

the northern and \restem parts of Kohima, with Koh1ma 

tovm. as there centre. v.h1le the north western part of 

Kohima is inhabited by the Han6mas. The south vest in 

patronised by the Zeliangs end Kukis who extend into 

Manipur in the south. Chakes&ng and Pochury occupied 
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Phek district of Na~aland. Ao~ are concentrated in 

Hokokcbung district, Lothas in \;\ okha district and Sema 

in the Zunheboto. T~ensAng the most under developed 

district, has its northern portio~ occupied by the 

Konyaks. No~ this tribe is divided into t~o groups, 

one ha::; gono to }fon district that is knm1n as lower 

Konyak a~d in Tuensang district group kno~n as Upper 

Konyak. The remaining portion of the Tuennang district 

is occupied by the Phoms Chango, Khamyungans, Yimchungrs, 

Sangto::, ~1on district is inhabited by the lower Konyak 

and some other s~nll N aga tribes( see Hap No:-ID ) • 

Thus the llaga have a chequered history. The 

pri~itive Nagas must be appreciated for their local 

self government. 'Which ':ns based on custo::.1ary lavs, 

though fights head hunting wars, rivalries and petty 

tribal feuds vory mttch prevailed among them. No\1 a 

days the rJae;as believe the such virtues as unity at 

the time of outside invasion, obedience to eld~rs or 

chieftains, peaceful settlement of their quarrela and 

faith in oustoos and tradition. 

The structure of the Naga society is bns!cally 

rural in character. Altbo:lg.b the tribes are different 
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in many w~, they share things in common.~hey 

(almost)oll live in villnges, vh1ch vary in sizes as 

soma contains as many as thousand houses while other 

not more than fifteen. The village are otten built on 

the top of isolated hills, this is because 1n old 

days the people vere constantlY at war with one another 

and "mnted to watch tho1 r enemy approaching. Hence 

the N agas pre fered to 11 ve on the spur of the Bills 

and many ·villages are still so situated. Many villages 

have a dormitary for the yor..mg unmarried men and ·. 

called "?.forung". It is the house \f.bere strict discipllnG 

is maintained and is also a recreation centre. Morung 

is considered to be an important educational political 

and social institution. Here the yoaths of the tribes 

are taught lesson in discipline and what is expected 

of them in \t'Orking for the common go~d. 

The family is the fundamental anit of society 

in vhlch. the father iz the head or the faol~. A son 

sets up a separate family after getting married. vJhereas 

daughter goes to another clan leaving her original clan 

on marriage. The clan compr1oes a group of conaanguineo~s 

21. Asoso Yonuo,( 197i+) Th§ R,!.sJ.pg Nagns, (Ne'\\1 Delhi) p.11. 
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fa~ilies descended from a c~m~on ancestor by who~c home 

the clan is knov n on tho patrilineal and exogrunic line • 
...... 

Then a nu~bor of clans (combined toeether compose a well 

defined vtllage)occupying a definite permanent area vith 

sovereignty and finally a tribe by a number of villages 
22 

of the sa~e discendant; • 

A peculiar form of n lavery exists 'among the 

Nagas, \:hlch is different from its cJnvt~nti;)nal sense 

and vaLle. In that the ~laves mo:-tly fro::1 the poor !a::.'lily 

are purchano:..'d are "'ell treated an~; 1llso cons-idered aJ.most 
) 

as members of the family. Hoviever, the Na.eas admit that 

men aro not equal in congunial end0v 1 !!Wnt as !JUCb the 

rulinG of rational su~erlor to lcs· ralional nupcrior is a 
23 

n:r1tural la\:J. 

Naga life in pra~tice is not com~itted to 

non-violence as an abnolute 1::ay of 11.fe. Fighting or 

,_ ar o.gr:inst. outsiders is SU):JO!led by ;.!a(;as llko Greeks 

to oo amatrl.x of ci villzation anj survi vul of mank1~~. 
It is a natural quality and nece~~ity of b~~an ex1stance 

nnd a:ivnncement. I'.., holds the society together evan 

22. Ibid. p.11. 

23. Ibid. ?.14. 

2~. Ibid p • 24. 



non-violence and peace to bo a matter of ethos. As a 

r~sult the institution of head hunting ha~ been entra­

nched in the ?lagas, '\tilth as much ao professional caset 

if not the objective of worship and depository of 

sanctity. 7hc reasons, ho-wever, r!jJ..ngled ~ith supersti­

tion and social position are that it ensure good harvest 

if the blood of enemy head could be sprinkled over tbeir 

fields. Gecondly, the man v:ho toker1 an enemy head is 

entitled etthar for marriage or a seat in tr~e village 

Council and thus is affirmed an honour~ble po~ition in 

the society and finally, the remcvin~; and perserving 

the hea,~ of the mankind in the ,. nr as a pr::;of of success 

o~er th~ enemies. 
I 

It must be reme~berod ho~ever, that it was 

predominantly this head hunting war that had divided 

Nagas into a number of small :iisunited sovereign inde­

pendent village states. \·hose people inviolo.ntel.( recog-

nise thnt the.) \.tere tho s arne discendents embeded in 

basic c o~nmon c 11 t u re. i e t t · .c!.: ~) frac t 1'1_ ci dal he ad hunt 1ng 

vars had become .so inv~~riably ce\8.stating_. that they brought 

their civilization to e_trief an:J disaster. 1 eal!:-; ing the 

aftermath animism or shamanism bns shifted from sanct1-

fication of bead hunting to out right tabo~ing of bead 



hwntlng. The forgoins are the main char8cter1et1es 

feature of the life and culture of the lJ agas. 

Trad1t1o~ally, tbcre are inl''"!ense divorsi-
1..-

ties so fer nn lnd~genou5 politt.c"l instit:.lti.ons in 

Nagaland are concerned. The Political orgnnisations 

differ from tribe to tribe. Bm"'evor, the permanent 

political institution have been the Dovereign village 

states which have different form& of government. 

The politicul. lnn tltutions a:non.; the ~..-em as 

120 

Kony<.l.ks, rlaos and Tangkhllc: arc hert.!ditar,Y chieftainship. 

All political un-3. ajoinistrativo organizntions are under 

the control of the chiefs. The offlc~ of the chieftain-

ship t)asses to the eldest son on tbe death of his father. 

If the cnie:r dieD '-1thout a male issue, the chieftainship 

goes to the nc ares t descendent. In the village state a, 

the c~.ief and his family member::; form and aristocracy 

in the 11 te raJ. scn~e of th· \'Ort3, r.c ing ( posrE lble owing 

to better nourishment nn1 tho h~blt of command) pbys1~ 
25 

cally, morally end intellectually the bcs t of the community. 

25. J.f.i.Hutton(1971) The t..ema Na as, (London).p.150. 
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Among the Semas each villages has a council 

\Chochomi) to asoist the chief in administration. Bat 

in some villages, Chochomi cnn be regarded as r;mners 

for the office or the chiefta1noh1p. They are nominated 

by the chief from different clans. Generally in some 

villages Chochomi han only e :.econdary ploce in tho 

'lollty of the village. The chlef has to direct the vill­

age 1r, ,·.<--r and decide either by himself or in consultat-

ion "J i th hit: council members. ; .. u question::- of relations 

betve(m his o~n r:~nd noighbour1nt., villages. Theoretically, 

the chief i.; the t:li.:.S ter of all 1, nd.s ,.. i thin his j urisd1-

ct1on, but the individual right over land are also re­

cogniz~d. no trcnsuction of lund con be done vithout 

the itnm-.rledge of tr.e chief. 'i'he chief exarctnes power 

in all social und :)olltical orco.nizatiot1 and acts as 

judge together "-'itt"i hi::: co~Incillor:;, in the !lettling 

of all ldnds of disputes.1 Among the -~ema Hngas, the 
' . 

disput0s are settled by oath. Tho ~~enrer bit~ the tigor•s 

tooth in the c: se of old disputes. In the cuso of land, 

the s";earer bits soil a£ oath, the S\:earer bites ";ith 

the declaration. If 1 don•t resuln faithful to ~ prom1ne, 

I and oy cle.n are a ... '1 good as dead;('vhile)nlive it in taboo 

to be equ~l to him, like unto a rotten gourdvlne unto 

dacayed ayenhu, unto decayed chuileaf. 
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So must we perish, and before that I can eat 
26 

of this years' rice let me die. In the onths given by 

the chief, it is essential that the swearing should take 

place '.;itb the face to'lrards the nun set which signifies 

that if he took a false oath his life will perish like 

the setting sun. The chief r\ceived frev labour from 

all the villagers for h;elve days .in a year and harm- of 

every animal killed by his villagers. 

l'he illlgami and Her~mas havo similar type of 

political 1nst1tu.tion. J~.lthough the village is regarded 

as the un~t of political nnd social life, the real ani t 

of sociP..l organization is bane...i on age grou::> which 

controls the village affair;;. m.:tong the age groLtp people 

choose one or tt-JO persons, v·ho arc skilf:ll in diplomac1, 

have shovn brnvery in war, or pnssos!l wealth in the form 

of land, cattle etc. and have the capact~y to control 

the village nffairs to ~c t a3 tho chief of the village 

called Pe bum a or pi chua. Among the Hengoas the persons 

chosen to act w the chief nnd settle C!'::.Ses in the 

villages \111.th the help of tr1e elders is called Peshukedagu 

or Kekharn.; a. ,,'\mong the Loth as, the chief !a called 

Ekhung, who is normally choosen fro~ the ege group and act 

as the political head of the village. But .Ekhung exercises 

26. Ibid. pp.166-167. 
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his authority' through the council member~, elected from 

among the pf;ople of different social stat~s called 

Ephyoesan. ~mong the Angamls, deciding dis~utes r.elntlng 

to customs ~~ould be and still 1s referred naturally to 

the old man of the clan, and the decision of the old men 

in reg.o.rd to the mat t.er is more or loa~: final. Quen tiona 

of fact ore usuall~· decided by oath concluding -v;itb the 

forrn1.1la. If, I lie in vJhilt, I no"1 s~ then bet,.Jeen 

heaven an:.t earth, let me not grm-1 11.k( other men, but 

lot beco~e as ruin, as burnt out flre, BE rotted t~ins. 

A perr; on accused of any crime against the flocial code 

is fineC.. The dis put sf> are settled by oath even among the 

Lothun. They bi to tigers tooth in the Ci.l.Se of old or 

long st·'nding disputes '\>there as in land disputeo, they 

bite soil fixed t-·ttr. c;ome of hir hairs with the follo-

wing declarati:m." If my promise is not true, I '-'1111 

get co.mtloss diseases like my hairs and I ~111 die 

before eatine of this yorr'n cro;>~' In some case, they 

accept the majority decisions of th council memerss. 
27 

( Ephyo -Lr an). 

The J..os have a democratic foro of village 

g.)vernocnt in vhich a sizeable number of council members 

called nTatar" elected from the di.fferont clans forms 

27. J. H. Hutton, ( 1921) 'l'he Angami Nr~s~s, ( London). p. 11+5. 



the council of ministers cr1lled ('Putu-Henden). The 

council of ministers controls t·he social and political 

administration of the village states. The main task 

is to lay do~n la~s ond regulations for social and poli-

tioul administration of the village states. This council 

includes elected men(Tatars) belonging to the eldest 

age group representing nll tl'Je clans 11 v1ng in the 

village. Putu-Menden bas f·)ur sub-'.lffices, they are 

Tazungpur, Unger or ungbo, Chlndengodeny or Seny1m and 
28 

Me.pangour. The members of the Putu-Menden nre responsible 

1oi· the administration and also the preservation of 

ous tomar,>- la-ws which are handed dm:n from one generat­

ion to another. Tt:.e members of ?utu-Henden vacnte their· 

offices priodicall.y, yielding 'place to ne,.; groups from 

time to tlmo. Like other Naga tribes, the Aos also settle 

tha disputes by onth. 

Thangkul village chief exerciser, a great deal 

of authority called"A\o!unga11 a. t1.tle e'~uivalent to the 

English kl~~. He is elected from the do~inant clans 1n 

the villaLe. Thf.~ village har. a collnctl Cl)lled 'Hangva' 

and ir responsible for village cdministratlon. The members 

' -
28.UIPti.L.:ttrer-;j( 1967), Ao NA..,KU_t:oc1al and Customerx 

Genef.l9sx(tohima).p.~. 

29. M. Horm,(1977) 8-~ei.al @!lg CJltural Life of Nagas 
(Nev Delhi), p.7 • 



or the council are usuvllY elected from the cl~ns to 

represent the partic~lar clan. The ohlef and the council­

lors decide the disputes in the village, bat na1most 

all disputes and diff~rences between rom111es belonging 

to the same clan are as far as possible decided by the 
30 

clan elders. 

In the Naga society, the chief dlroctly deals 

with foreigners ~henever they come to visit the Naga 

villa&e. Traditionally, he <lust first ceet the chief 

at his residence. The chief then un'luireH about the 

main object of his vlnitand after full doliboration, 

the strangers are permitted to stay in the village. 

The chief unu..,ll.> swnr::~ons the council meiJbers to dis-

cuss the matter and gave his finnl decision. The same 

proce~s is followed in allowing the foreigners to go 

back to their native vlllages. They (Naga) live with 

nature, ~ithout ulaborate stundlng pollce~en, Judsos and 

prisons Gnder a village government with little autho-

ri t~·. This form of g overr~ment we may describe as a 

sort of Naga anarchism in absence of a measure of per-
31 

mancnt cxistance of a Government ,11th force. It is 

a poll tical sys te::1 "· hich governs least and in which 

30. Ibid. p.8o 

31. Yonuo .Anoso ,( 197~) lJ.J,sing Ngg_e.s( New Delhi). p.18. 
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every man follo"m his conc1enoe and re~ pects the rights 

of others so as to have penceful relationship in the 

C OmiDWli ty • 

It shows that due to isolation they have 

adopted thair o\.n GWB.Y of life which ,..as quite apart 

from the main stream of society in the country. Part]Jr 

because of isolation and partly because of their limited 

vorld outlook characterised by overall traditions 

orientation, they are integrated in terms of certain 

age old practices rooted in the past. These integrative 

themes and a special cultural forces as it has been 

observed by dlstinguis hed anthro)olo~ists have given them 

a separate cultural identity, and they often possess 

latent or manifest value attitude end motivational 

sys tern, which are remarkably different for them a series 

of tangled problem of social economic and cultural 

adjustment and finally political conscioasneso to iden-

tity. 

Although the ~lagas are the most politicized 

tribes of the North-east India since the early t":entleth 

century) b.ecr..use a£' their poli tic1zation they attained 

statehood from the Nai.,a Hills district of Assam. tilth 
' . t 

' 

the ruivancemt:!nt of education and reform ... the Uagas 
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became poli t1cnlly more conoious. Broadly speaking 

the Uagalund political transition may be divided into 

the foll~11ng phases: 

(1) 1918-46 i.e. right from the formative 

phase of the first Nuga society called Naga club in 

1918 till 'February 1946. The year of the form-action 

of the Nasa ·N at1onal council wt-.ich "Jas a'1 outcome of 

the Naga clllb and Trlba.l councils. This phase is 

characterised by th€J beginning of ncv politlcol aspirants. 

( ii) 194-? ...63, This phase may be regnrded aa 

the most critical period on the evo of Indian Independence 

Dc,1y on 15th l~ugu.st 1947, the Naga had also declared 

themselves to be sovereign state on 14-th August 194-7. 

This period can be noted as the period of blood shed, 

which at least partially stopped and on December 1st 
.. 

1963, Uagal~d "·as granted statehood. 

( 11i) The third phase started from 1964-75 which ...,. .. 
is chera.cteriacd by tvo principal events~ .... viz. the 

-signing of cease fire bet~;een under ground Hagas and 

Government of India on September 6, 1964. Which ended 

in neptembar 1975 by signing of f1h1llong Accord. It ,J,n.s 

the beginning of an ers of peac~ in N agnland. \<Jh1ch is 

characterised by pence anj d1vln1on of political ideolo­

gies i.e. t~e emergence of National socialist council 



128 

of Nagala.nd led by t4uiva.h and Issak. It may be noted 

that thls phase is one of tho ~orst phase, ~hich ham­

pered the socio-economic development in Nagaland due 
32 

to the political problems. 

It nlso sho1a1s that the Naga po11t1c1zat1on 

have resulted into gap between the poor and an emerging 

rich class. Though the onllg!ltenod fe\" in urban areas 

are benefitted out of tte new development but the face 

of the countr~. side has not changed. '!he rural areas 

development is much more important, as 90% of the 

population of Nagaland· liven in 800 villages (cens~ 

of I nd1a 1971) than any other aspects of development 

in Nagnland. This is the most challenging task necessi­

tating immediate attention right from the grass root 

level. 

It can be concluded here that in the early 

stages of insurgency tho l>Jhole Nata tribes were suppor­

ting the insurgent movement {It '··an beceuse they were 

loyal to their social organisation which decide to 

participate in any particular activity or not). After 

32. Mllivab and others, l1!ill1testo to {he u.s.9.N. Jan. 
31st. 1980, Also see -1tribedon'N rmnJ:, (1978) 
N e.galand the Night mare o1 ~.-. .-e r 11191!..$ ( !~ew Delhi). 
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1975', (Shillong Accord) lv"e find that some of the 

tribes started disengaging themselves from the movement, 

for example Ao N agas, ~ho were the main participants 

in the beginning, but slowel~ end gradually started 

leaving ~d assimilated themselve~ in the development 

process of the state. Same oan be attributed to the 

other tribes also. Yet some elements of tribal 

support to the insurgents movem~nt cannot be ruled 

out, though it cannot be pinpointed. 



CHAPTER~ 

NAOA INS.URGENCI 



10U 

It is understandable that the study of insurg~ncy 
I 

and instu'gents has of prime interest to scholars as vell 

as to politicians and military men. Virtl18ll¥, every as­

pect ot the insurgency process has been considered. There 

remains one element, ho\Vever, tbat bas not received 

adequate attention. This is the geographical perspective 

in the evolution and d.efination of insurgency. There is a 

definite distinction between secessionist movements, re­

bellions, revolution and national revolution. Secession-

1st movement or (insurgency), s~h as those of the Nagas 

in 1950 •s was the attempt of one region of the cotmtr1 to 

secede. Similar to th1s vas of in· Amerioa·1 during the 

Civil War 1861-6' and 1967-69 s.1.tuat1on or fl1ger1a(Biafra). 

A rebellion is locall3 oriente·d ~d often of 

only limited political objective. OVerthrow of the entire 

Governme~t, or secession from the state is not part of 

its obJective. Revolution on the other hand is directed 

toYarde the overthrow of the entire national political 

structure and Government. The distinction between revo­

lution and secessionist is not in their objectives, but 

in the involvement or nation population. Revolution often 
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is characterized by political struggles among elites. 

By aontrant, insurgency consciously attempt to involve 

entire population in their oawses. Tbair obJectives 

are not merel¥ to replace the existing leadership ot 

the state but drastically alter the form of government 

(and often the struct~e of the society itself), as in 

China in 191t-9 or Cuba in 1959. It is this pattem tbat 

is characteristic of today's insurgent era and it is 

the secessionist movement that is the objective of the 

present analysis. 

No insurgency is identical to anotber(~hen one 

compares sufb documented revolutions as those in China, 

Greece, Pbil1p~1nes, MalB¥a, Indornesia and Cuba), except 

to capt~ the centre j fi/"rri tori al base "1 tbin · 

the state. They have also demonstrated tbe critical role 

of certain pre-requiste~ like historical background 

favourable terrain, sympathetic popQlat1on,self s~ficient 
o.m[ 2 

economy,[Poor communication. Though the individual 

exploitation and contribution var1en from stage to staae 

and from insurgency to insurgency, the importanee ot 
./ 

pre-condltians to start a successful insurgency cannot 

be disputed. 

1. R.W.McColl,(1969) Ihe lnsgrg@p~ S~ateJ :err1tgr1al 
l»se gf Revolgti~' AAAG(Annals, ASsociation of American 
Geographers ) p. 1 • 

2. Ibid. 
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Broadly speaking, factors that are necessary 

tor insurgency to develop 1n a partic~lar area are 

132 

the aeograpbical conditions i.e. rugged terrain, thick 

forests, land bound borders with passable obstacles, 

negotiable internal barrier and a land-scape of rural 
3 . 

riverine or delta t1pe. Low mountains with tempera'e 

climate, nora and fauna springs and streams that provide 
I 

cover, ford, ~ater and t.reedom trom endemic diseases go 

a long vay in sustaining the insurgent activity. Blessed 

\\11th these at::.ributeo the geography of Naga.land and 

North Burma he.s greatly influenced the tribal insurgents 

groupe, lUte the NQgas, Shans, Kacbins, l{arens, etc/ to 

survive for ~ell over three decades despite continuous 

check by respective security torces(Ind1a and Durma). 

The incompat1bilites providing the roots for 

ins~rgency always operates in combination or factors. 

They are so interlocked that it becomes difficult to 

extract each from tho imbroglio for adequate and meaning­

ful analYsis. For instance, British influence gave a 

spQrt to group aspiration causing political dissension. 

Naga inertness, religious fa.ntat1o1sm, linguistic 

antagonism led to the emergence ot strong centr1tugal. 

tendencieso(see also chapt,er II). 

3. V.K. Anand,(1980) Qonf1ig~, in Maga~na. pp.6-10. 



Not to speak of centrifugal tendencies which 

has given the idea to the minority for separation from 
~ 

the main land and create a tension tvithin!Jtate. But 

political and ideological factors also threatend the . ... 
status quo and 1nit1ateageographical change. This change 

,o 

vas not wnderstood by the Indian government after the 

departure of the Brit1$h, v.hlch has generated uncertain-
tO 

t1es~evalue the authority's representation and enhance 

the inBurgent image. 

~ pre-rsqllistes cliecussecl earlier had 

provided the field conditions that partially determ1neol 
13 

the state of insurgenc1 in Uagaland• 'Jut to constitute 

a full scale 1nsi.U'gency there were certain other ele­

ments. These intangible elementD ~ero llke charismatic 

leadersbip of Japio Phizo, ~opul~r cause of freedom, 

goal or independence, aim of democracy and ideology 

based on religion, and British mornl help and encoura­

gement made the people •s involvements ·1n the struggle:.) 

The various arms and ammunitions dumps lett during the 

Burma war f11rther enablt.ld this part1P an group to taka 

up to the arms(f see also chapter II). 

4. R1chardfMu1r,(19?5) Modern Pglitiaal Geggragnx 
(London}, p.110. 
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Proaeases ana Mcnlfest~tigns: 

Insurgenc7 in llagaland can be divided into three 

broad phases , that is /B\lild ap phase that led the crea­

tion of forum from where s~cb political oonseiousneso 

resW.ted 1n the emersence of leadership,( i1) The cotm:len­

cement of the political phase ; marked by the transfor· 

~at1on of the forum into a political party. Later deve­

lopment saw the !ormation of several tribal Council 

a aoh as Lotba Tribal COWlcil ( 1923) and All Tribal Cou.n­

cil in 1928. Hm:evur 1n 19lt-$ the tJaga Hills District 

Tribal Council was formed. \ihich was changed to Naga 

Nat1oaal Council (lfliC) in 19~ at the Wokba session. 

The NNC ga.v-e a sense of political un1t1J to Naga tribes 
' 

and introduced the concept of Naga Nationhood. On the 

other hand Government policies vere formulated.and 

necessary initial measures were taken. The commencement 

of military phase ~hich waa initiated by guerilla actions 

in 1956 .and follo'"Jed by mobile operat1ons,bthird phase). 

The development of this problem in N agalend bo.d 

deep root in itself. In the beginning of the tuentieth 

century hthe Naga Bills district had already become an 

integral part of British India.. The Uaga people bad al.f:o 



reconciled to this fact. The first World War{ 191~-18) 

broqht significant changes in the ifagas. The Nagas 

who -went- to France brought back horrified accounts as 

to how tbe great civilised nation !o~ght for their ends 
~ 

and interests. The intercoQrse among the different 

Nagas of different tribes in F~ance, far from their 

home, fostered mutual love, service and e~nse or 
political ~nity. This manifested itoelf in their verbal 

resol~tion to ret~rn to their home land, tbey vould 

work tor friendShip and unity among themselves. They 

had also decided that they ~ould also glve up their 

weakness like head hunting and village feuds. It vas 

this spirit which spaa~: headed an upsurge of the 

Nasa nationalist movement. Bat the Naga demand for a 

separate end distinct status for their hill districts 

had oriaina.ted mainly after the second '"orld war, vhen 

negotiation were going on for granting independence to 

India. But the idea of according special status to the 

N aga. hill area was mooted as early as 1929, \Jhen the 
6 

Simon Commission had v.1s1ted Kobima. 

S. Asoso, Yano,(19?~) Thg.Bisins Naea§ 1 ~ B1stor1ga1 and 
fg).J.tl,gal Stad,y, (New Delbi), p. 6. 
~____..._.----_, 

6.~~1:Elv~n' , ( 1958) Mrtb3 gf North-East fts?Dtier ot India 
!.. t.d.llong) pp .1-21. 
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After tbe end of the second ~rorld war in 191t-;, 

the Naga leadeJSagain started the movement for a special 

status for tbe Naga hills d1str1ct as distinct from 

India. In the post ~ar period the labour party heated 

by Attlee, came to pover 1n Britain. IUs Government 

was in fa,vour of grAnting tndependence to India. This 

very fact prompted th~~cated Nagas, \tho in February 

1946 hat! ~e Nage club into a soeial ond 

political organisation known as Nagn National Council 

tQ put fonn~.rd the demand for a soec1al status for the 

N age hills dis tr1c~. This NHC had been organised primarily 

to enlizt the active support of the British officers 

for social, economic political and cultaral developments 

ot the Nag as. But soon this organl.sat ion developed 

into a political party. This was evident ~hen the cabinet 

mission came to India to prepare ground for granting 

independence to India. The Naga National Counotl submi­

tted a four point memorandum on 19 January, 1946 ~bioh 

was as follows: 

a) This Naga National Council stands for the 

solidarity of Naga tribes, including those in the un­

adm1n1strated areas. 

7. Report ot the Indian Statutory Commission(1930) 
(London)' .. p. 7'. 
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b) This Council strongly protest against being 

included in Assam. 

c) The Naga hills should be constitutionally 

included in an autonomous Assam in a tree India, with 

local autonomy and due sateguai'C1s for the interests of 

the Nagas and 

d) Tbe N aga tribes s bollld have a separate 
8 

e lee to rate • 

It w;as thus obvious that 't.he Nagas 1n the beginning 

did not ~isb to form an independent state of their own. 

They just wapted some autonomy in matters of local 

administration. This attitude,however,soon changed. AS 

per the four point memormdum SLlbmitted by NNC to cabinet 

mission, it seems (according to author) tbat the Govern­

ment of India bad al-wa,ys said the same. The stand taken 

by the Uaga extremists, then suggests that they llere 

merely attt)mpt!ng to take maximum advantase of .British 

w1thdrawl and partition of tbe sub-continent. The Naga 

dissidents then, probably were aware of their minority 

position (politically speaking) and low popularity 

among the -various Naga tribeo. Tbe armed struggle, then 

8. 1;be NagftJiat!.on,( 19lt6) Vol.I No.II pp.2-5. 
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only suggests that this minorit¥ group was attempting 

to seize political power thro1.1gh lnsurgency. E-o in 

the beginning of 191t-7, they started clamouring for an 

independent status for the Nagfl bills area. 

Tbe Naga National Council submitted a memorand~ 

on 20 February 194-1, to the Br1 tish Government which 

expressed tbe misgiving that "a constitution drawn up 

by the people who have no knowledge of the tiaga bills 
9 

area and the Nag a people". It will le quite unsuitable 

end unacceptable to the Naga people. They also mentioned 

that their unique system of the life will be wiped out 

~1th forty crores or Indians, as their strength is only 
10 

one crore. The Naga llat1onal Council made nn appeal to 

the Br1 tis h 9overnment and the Govemm&l\t of India to 

set up an Interim Oovernment for the N@ga people tor 

a period of ten ,years. At tbe end of vhicb the Nagas 

should be free to choose the form of Government they 
11 

liked. on 19 f4ay, 191t-7 the Naga National Council again 

submitted another memorandum, clar1f)1ng that the ten 

years interim Government might be a government ot Na.ga 

people with full oower over the administration except 

9 •. N.aga Ha~i.Pn, Feb., 19lf-7,Vol.V.tlo.1?. pp.J-7. 

10. Ibid. 

11. Ibid 
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12 
its defence. Two days later on 21st May, 19~7 tbe7 

again issued a statement, in vbieh they said nthe 

Nagas Ybo were determined ftot to allow themselves to be 

involved in a divided and obaotic India are prepared 

to declare their ~rn independence and can onl.,y tnlnk 

ot entering into a ten years treaty with an independent 
13 

Ass a.m. 

The Indian leaders tried to pacli:(Y::::J the people. 

As early as August 1946, Pandit Javaharlul 1~ehru, tbe 

then President of the Indian National Congress,; wrote 

a long letter to Bbakharie, the secretary of the NNC, 

"1 th a view of removing the doubts and sus pec1o-(D o'f 

of some N e.g a leaders about the statuo and future of 

the hill districts in tree India. He said, "that tba 

Naga territory is too small to, be an independent state. 

It lles between the t\to bttge countries of Ind1.a and 

China. It will not be possible for the British Govern­

ment to hold on the Naga hills or any part of it. t-tore o 

over the pooplo of the Nasa bills are baelnlard and the,y 

need considerable help from the free India for the 1r 

12. Constitution ASsembly Debates, Vol. VII~ No.1 
op.c1t.pp.132-133. 

13. Ansa~ Tr1bune(Oauhat1), 22 May, 19~7. 
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development. The~ ~ould be isolated bet~een India 

and Cbina. Inevitably therefore, Naga Hill must form 

a part of Ind.ia and of Assam with ~hicb it has deve­

loped sacb close aosociation. At the same it is our 

policy tba~ tribal areas should have as much freedom 

and autonany as possible, so that they cnn 11 ve a.ccor-
1it 

ding their- customs and desires. n 

Be also said that a spr;c1al department will 'be 

opened in the state as vell an in tbe centre llhich, would 

loo~ after the welfare and interests of the tr.:ibal 
15 

areas. 

Pandit Nehru •s constructive approach, bovever 

coald not break the ice and the N agas cont1nueA.tbe1r 

agitations for an Interim Government. The British Govern­

ment l18S also unable to entertain tbe demand of the 
16 

N aga leaders. Though few British offici ala 1n the N aga 

Hills had earlier suggested to conltert this area. as 

a crown colony or a Trust territory, but the labour 

1~. M. Alemch1ba(1970} 4 Bflef Histo[ieel rQaopnt pt 
Nasa1~. pp.166-167. 

15. Ibid. 

16C\ d;k~an,< 1967) Qn the Sl1oot1[Y EiJ.oge ln Nagalen!i 
( &mbar) p.46. 
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Government in England was not in mood to open this 

complicated issue at the time of their ~ithdrswl from 
17 

India. Hence, they (British) simplY kept silent on the 

representation of the Nagas. The efforts of Andre~ Claw, 

the thef\Governor of Assam, to make them understand the 

!utility of their demand~©; was uns~1cceasful. He 

stated that a separate state or even a separate province 

for then vas not a practicable prepoaltion. If they 

insisted to get it, they would remain poor and backward 

end would even loose some of the inedeq!le.te service 
18 

they ~ere enJoying at that time. He
1
therefore }advised 

the Nagas to have an understanding ~ith the people-of 
19 

Assam and live with 1n the Indian Union. The advi~e of 

Andrew CClov did not ehenge the N a.gas attitude to have 

interim Government. Bven
1
some extremist demandea com­

plete independence. 

Sir Akbar Hydar1, the then Governor of Assam, 

vas instructed ~Y tbe Government of India to find out 

possible solution to conclude an agreement vith them 

1?. Reginald Coupland, (19~3) Tbe Egtur~ pf Indi&(London) 
pp.16lt--65'. 

18. v. v .Rao( 1976) a;r-cenfiioPor tribal. PgtJ.tlc§ in Nortb­
~§§t Ina!a(Delhi) .pp.15'3-15 • 

19. Ibid. 
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regarding the status of the Naga Iftlls district. After 

long discussions with the Naga National Council leaders, 

61r Akbar Bydari reached at nine point agreem~ct 1n 

June 19~?.(see Appendix -No.1). which came toLknovn as 
20 

the H.vdari Agreement. Unanimity over those articles 

liere almost reached, butJ lVhen. the question of inter­

pretation of the ninth point came up, the trouble started. 

In fact there \'Jere tvo sections among the Nagnz, modera­

tes and extremist. The moderate 1nter~retej the agree­

ment in the right form, whereas the extremist were 

adamant to have assurance from the Ifidian government 

for complete independence after the explr.y of ten years. 

The proviSions of the agreem~nt was put to vote in tbe 
21 

tmc and the majority accepted it. But the extr1m1s t 

under the leadership of Pbizo remained dissatisfied. 

Their dJ.satisfaction prevented the Naaas from coming to 

definite understanding with the Indian Gover~UJB nt. Natura­

lly 1when, there vas no meeting point, the Hydnri Agreement 

could not be implemented. 

But the Indian leaders "'ere ready to accommodate 

the demands of tho Nagas as far as possible in the 

20. Ibid. 

21. The Nan,a l{at1SID, Vol.I. No.)1 t June 194-7. pp.5-10. 
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constitution. An Advisory committee was set up under . 
the chairmanship of G,Bordolo1 the then Cbief rdn1ster 

of Assam, to assess end advise on the fat~re admini­

stration of the tribals and excluded areas, inhabited 

by the bill people, He recommended the middle path, 

after assessing the sit~ation. All the tribes of the 

provinees other than Assam, ~hether living in the plains 

or in the partially excluded tracts, should as a whole 

should be treated as minority. Tbese areas must therefore 
22 

be treated separately from t tle rest. 

On the basis of the raco rumendat1on or the Bardolo1 

Committee, the sixth sehedule~of the Indian constitution 

"Was me.de, which partially met the N e.g a demands to manage 

those affairs that concerned them. In a was the Naga 

demand of autonomy in cultural, rel1g1o~ and economtc 
' matters "Were met. The .Nagas -,H~re given the Distr,ict 

Council and regional Council and representation in the 

Government of Assam. The founding fathersof the Indian 

constitution had expected that the creation of the 

District Council and Regional Council ~ould give the 

22. Constituent j~sembly Debates Vol.VII.No.I Appendix •c• 
R(}port of the Sub-committee on North-Eastern Frontlltr 
Tribal and excluded Areas Part II, 1948, P~h132-33· 



Nagas a sense of participation in the administration 

and they vould gradually come \11th1n the main stream 
23 

of India. 

These expectations of the Indian leaders( however/ 

were not baaed on a realtst1c assessment or the situation 

existing in Nagaland at that time. The Nagas, far from 

being satisfied witn the provisions of Indian Constitution, 

became all the more irritated and d1sat1sf1ed. Tbe t~agas 

had been demanding a Government of their ~·n, of course 

\11 thin the Indian unicn for the time being but contrary 

to their expectations/ the.Y were tagged ~ith Assam, which 

they had consiStently opposed. They felt that they bad 
21+ 

been betrayed. Indian side, it \</as such he enid as no 

!Saga cou.ld have vtitten, "Nehru •s vie\JS was that the very 

idea or independence ~as a piece of mischief planted 

in the simple Naga soul by some of the British administrator 

and the m1sD1onar.Y, and he apparently suspected tbnt · 
25 

foreign bands \.!ere still behind tte Naga position. Soon 

after the attitade was clearly erpressed by the Assam 

~hlef Minister who blamed the Baptist missionaries tor 

23. A.C. Banerjee(19?~) Jn41an Qon§litut1onal Dggument§, 
Vol.IV(Calcutta) pp.225-257. 

2~. Assam Irtbane(Gauhat1) 23 Jun, 19~. 
25. Jawaharlal Nebru•s Speecbos, Vol.II,op.c1t.pp.491-93· 



abetting "a foreign conspirafy- to separate the Nnga 

Bills from27 ndla ~d retain it as an imperialist 
e~ I/!J .. 

strongholds". Yfj 
With the decision of the Indian Government the 

point of c::~llision became the only alternntive.F1nd1ng 

every other "'RY closed, their demands refLISad and 

ignored, the Naga liational Cou.ncil took a leaf out of 

tha ~~grass book and tried €~v11 disobedianca. A 

campaign wns launched for non-cooperations with the 

Government in the development schemes which ~as j~t 

beginning, and for ~on-payment of taxes, teachers and 

children withdrawn from schools, v1llat;e hea.doen resigned 

their official responsibilities. l'b.e d.·isldent~and 

extremist Nagas, therefore succeeded in creating a 

feeling of subjugation and oxplo1tat1on.Th1s anti-Indian 

feeling ~as deleberately allO\·ed to grov. It ultimately 

culminated in hostility against India und underground 

activities were started. 

Mani!estationa: 

Phlzo operated skillfully/that one by one all tribes 

will be involved in the·struggle. They had taken decision 

that all the tribes should su~,,port their leader's aecislon 

26. lis ian Recorder, Vol. VIII No.12 Harch 19-12,1962 p.J17-62. 



unanimously·. There w~re some Nagas ~ho were not accept-

ing the leaders~p or .Phizo ( .b.eca~f violent means) 

were bound iby _ · ·-' their tradi t1ons 'Ldrowned their dissi­

dent •s voice. 

The extremist .in tlagaland twin ted every event 

to propagate their cause for example ~hen the e~ecutive 

Committee got the assurance in February 1963, _for the 

negothat1on, the extremist started propagating the 

people that an agreement hed be~m reached on the d!,sso-
2:1 

lutlon of the Interim body. There wa~ no broadcasting 

station 1n Nagaland and hence1rumours had a currency 

which Government of India did not have; by which tbe 

extremist contuned the villagers. Even the most distant . ' 
t 

and p)Fm1t1ve Nagas of Taensang could not eccape the 

spell or the ex~remists p~opaganda. Ph1zo11t is alleged, 

v1s1 ted th~ Konya.ks and other tribesmen along the 

border or Burma on numerous oceass1ons and suoeetted 

in motivating them. lie also enlisted a large number 

of those, who vera prepared to join any fray tbat pro­
"?f>L ~'" 

mised head bunting ·to regain the aura or their past. 

The most. powerflll and advanced tribe (Angam1s) almost 

2'1. The Times of India (!lev. De1h1) 23 February, 1963. 
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rallled behind him out of tria~ and religious lo1all ty. 
) 

The majority of the next progressive Aos, who were also 

predominantly Christians had no choice but to j o1n the 

struggle as the religions appeared to be in danger. The 

Sames also rallied around Phizo to merely satisfY their 

hunger for violence. ~~he remaining tribes, namely Chakasan~ 

Lotha, Chang, :.:: angtarn, Zele ang, liengaa, t;hom and others 

did not give the second thought and plunged themselves intt 

the strut;gle. '.i'hose ".:ho cherished peacn had perished. 

l·'or the first time, the Nagas vbo for centuries 

had no contact ~Jith the people of ne1ghbotlring village 

joined hands for the cauee of perceived independence. 

This unanimous development in one of the most inhospi­

table area of the world vas perhaps a most notable achi­

evement of the ins ur[)~mts. Tho 11 agtl youth already had 

all the inherent attributes of a fignt~tnd' rP-~uired no 

training or experience to learn tb<:: hard \!a.Y. The tra­

ditionally blind faith of' the l~agaa 1n their top brass 

resulted in unquestioned accepto.nce of ,.hat they said. 

\-ih1le the naked dla play of their m1~1tary power instilled 

confidence in their ultimate victory. 'rhe yearning tor 

head hunting helped the junior leaders to enforce their 

own laws ruthlessly. By presenting a programme and 

manifesto tbat tickled every Naga's(aroused)asplration, 
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their leadership c~ohed on their state of mind. Most 

or the Nag as· thus mot1 vatad and some coope lled to 

develop taitb in tbe political wing and support to the 
' ' 

m1ltant Naga. 

The rise of li age. insurgency to cil1 tery super-. 
macy is a sordid account of ignorance and obst~ncy or t~ 

extremist Naga leaders. On the other hand unrealistic 

appreciation and inadequate responses on the part of 

authorities. The anti national activities of Phizo and 

Naga National Council made the Government of India to 

th1~k seriously about the problem of Natas. Consequently 

the government put a number of reotriction on the acti­

vities of the extremi~t. Since .Phizo was tho ring leader 

of the antinational activities, the Indian Go~0rnmant 

issued a warrant against him with the rummours of the 

imminent arrest of the Naga National Council leader, 

Almost ev~.ry one who had some position of res-ponsibility 

~ent underground. The arrest of some people only oontirmed 

the fears expressed by the extremist~. 

The search of village Khonoma in Ma,y 1953 scared 

people still further and more or them found it safer to 

go underground. Such a development only helped the extre­

mist to prove thei:r forcast and challange the bonafides 



of the non-committed and the moderate section. In order 

to incapacitate the symbols of authority, many officials 

~ere intimidated, kidnapped, taken hostage and even mur­

dered. As a mark of civil disobedience, the lover level 

functionaries vere ordered to disassociate and stop coll­

ecting the house tax, the only source of revenue. Irre­

spective of the merits such a crisis expected every Naga 

whatever his otatus and statlon of posting to support 

his o~n people. ~1any young Nagas voluuteered and some 

were coerced to join the u~derground with the rear of 

searches, seizures arrests and ~rafting as informers. 

These things were appearing real to those ~ho had not 

joined the underground. They stgrted running avay to the 

deep interior of the st~te for safety from one side to 

another, attar a period of intense political acti~lty 

that was 'tollo~ed by ~ide spread sabotage and terrorism 

(in early 1955). The hostile Injian Hagas launched the 

guerilla warfare 1n Tuensang, one of the remotest and 

least ndm1nlstrat1ve area of India. In P~rll, due to the 

unabated guerilla activities, Tu.ensanc;: \!las declared as 

1~9 

a d1st1.1rbed area. But this was no sudden out burst in 

Tuensang. It was planned and controlled terrorism launched 

to assess the reaction and response or the authority to 

a g1~en crisis situation, as it ~as to compel the Tuensang 

Nagas to fall in line ~ith the insurgents. 
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The Central Government reacted over the 9itu­

e.t1on 1n the same \181 as at first the British had. Several 

leaders of Naga National Council ":ere arrested. The 

sixteen triba.l .. oouneils, established by the British just 

before independence (All of them were under the leader­

ship of Naga National Council) ~ere abolished. netnfor­

ceQent of security forces were moved into the area to 

tackle the problem. It ~as officially stated in Shillong 

on January 8, 1955 that units of Army and Assam Police 

had gone into action in tba Rilly tracts on J\Ss o..rn-

Naga Hlllo border to cot'!lb the area for armed Naua hostiles 

(\/ho had besan to harass the ple1nn people on mission 

of daco1ty and loot). 

By the beginning of 1955, insurgent act1v1 ty 

not only intensified but also enclosed ~1der territo­

rial parameters. The Indian government declared Mokok­

chung a disturbed area and security forces "'ere soon 

employed 1n \;ider scale to restore speedily political 

stability and authority of tho central government. 

On Narch 22, 1956 the insurl!,ents ( undera~round 

.Nagas) dec~ed the Naga lUlls and Tuensang areas as a 

united and independent state. They established a Federal 

government of Nagaland and promulgated D constitution, 

the preooblc of \lllich begun Nagale.nd is a peot~le's sover1gn 
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republic. The following Table ~ill show the Phizo•s 
28 . 

parallel Federal Government-a 

• 
' • • 

, 
t 

I 

Tatar Hoho 
(Parliament! 

Nagn National Council 
(Political ,.,1ng) 

: 
Kadhung 
( PreDident) 

1 

I ¥ 

' 
: I 

Naga women society 

t 
I 

t 

' N age. youth }.1ove-
ment. 

~,----------·-----------------------------~ 
I 
I 

Julgs(Governors) 
f 

Miden Ptoyu 

t . 
Pang tongs 

( Dy .Commi­
ssioner) 

- f l\egoopeyl.lB 
{Ass t.Com:n1-
ss1oner 

Kad.lo( V. cres 1d) 
f 

K11onsers(Mausters ) 
' I 

Supre~o Court 

Reg1orte.l Court 
, 

Area Village Council 

I 

36 Major t[~~es •Rena P~yu(Chnixman of each Villqse) 

' Angam1 
Kon)lak 
Sang Clam 

Sama Lotha 
Yimchenger Chang 

' 

\ 28. Asoso Yono,n.5,p. 

I 
Ao ' Chakasang 

Rengma 

I 

t ; 

Ptlom Kuk1 
Sele- Chankru 
a.ngr- Poch\U'.Y 
ong. C.bil"l.l. 
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The 1nsurgenc¥ gathered momentum after the 

establishment of Nags. Federa1 Govemment.. Hut the 

villagers began to suffer more even, when not actively 

engaged. netallat1ng against villagers for the action~ 

of the guerillas, the Indian security forces took 

the strict measures against thcrn. -.:-hi~J had general 

hostility bet~een the sup~ressor forco and the villagers. 

on the other hand, it v-as also true thnt genernted 

bitterness among the villagers dividing those, supported 

the guerillas and their cat1se from those who stood by 

tho powers that be. That difference between the t\~O 

groups r:Jay be merely tactical vill not necessarily 

lessen the hostility between them. 

Tbe Indian security forces in that great strength 

had put a road block on the path to real independence, 

'Which the NagrP National Council by insurgency and gueri­

lla Campaign, ,,1ere trying to gain. The other Nagas 

(loyal Negan) ,Lhi? appro§.ch appeared at least adventurist 

at worst futile. They advocated out flanking or infll­

trating t~~e Indian rests tance in other words by separating 

Naga.s from Indians by constitutional means.However,in 

early 1956,. difference wit bill the NNC beof;\me apparent. 

It started -with the torture and execution of T .u .~akh1re, 

once a close aJsociate of Phizo, by the extremists 

elements of the insurgont movement. This incident was 



to demonstrate to other elements in the movement not 
\ 

to question Ph1zo. emphasis on prolonged insurrections 

(to llh1eh fl akhiro vas opposed). 

The central government was quick to toke advan­

tage of tbd.s·' inaur&ent division. The.Y (authority) 

surfaced the idea in late 1950 that statehood vithin 

the Indian anion might provide an ans,..·er for the demand 

of autonomy. This idee ~as put forth because the ov~r 

ground organization of Na!;a.s knatvn as Naga people conven­

tion had put the pro;>os al eL:;rlier for the s em€. From 

the out~;et it \Hts ouspected by members and suppo1·t~rs._ of 

the underground that the idea of statehood been concetved 

by the Indians to divide and delude the Nagas. Although 

Pand1t Nehrt.l strongly resisted the idea of a nev state 

ot Hage.la.nd, which was elso Bho.red by most sections of 

Indian poll tical leaders,. they "'e.rned that to grant 

statehood to Nag•.~s \-JOUld set up a chain reaction of 

similar demand thro~ghout North-east India ( lt might 

be said that exactly that did in fnct ha)yen). 

At all events the ?rime Minister ?andit Nehru 

suddenly revised his o~lnion after receiving the Naga 

delegatiop under the leaders hip of Imkongliba Ao and 

decided awarding statehood demand for Na£a Hill district. 



Constitutional and administrative procedure tpok 

three years and the state of Uagaland was ingugra.ted 
29 

on 1963. It was then bj far the smal~est state-in 

India. ,,.1 tb an area of about 16488 S.q Km and a popu-
30 

lation of some 3.50 million. Nevertheless the statehood 

move was quickly denounched as aurrender by the federal 

N as as, l1ho were fighting for the sovereignty. The 

Nagas \...rho "Were co-operating ":ith Indian in establishing 

a state ;>aid the prl.ce ,,.itb the assassination of first 

Chief Hinister of Hagala.nd Hr. Shil~ Ao. The guerilla 

activit.Y again started in Nagaland. Althotlgh the Indian 

security forces did not slacken their cou.nter operut1ons. 

In April 1964- a convention ll!as held in N~aland 

which was attendt'd by several thousand people and reso­

lved on an attempt at peace and proposed the three man 

commission. A cease fire agreement \>•as signed between 

the Indian Ooverrunent and Naga l~ederal Goverr.mcnt on 

24 May, 1964. Agreement on a cease fire masked for a 
, '' ~ . l_. ~~ 

moment the absoluto and disagreement that continued be-
1.. 

t-ween the tbio sides. -r·he tasl~ of tbe commission to vhom 

30. The Keesings Contemporary Archives, Vol. XI,.December 
7-14-, 195?. p.158-94-. 



the cease fire agreement gave a continuing mediatory 

role to play. It proposed this ~ay out of the ~ead lock 

that the Indian Government should g1 ve the time and 

opportunity to the llngas to partie 1;>ate voluntarily in 

the Indian Upion (that is to accede to it). 

Again this proposal ~as realy a non-starter. 

To the federal Nagas, it meant surrender to the IncH.an 

government. It required an act a(~ trust in the other 

side (for to give the right to accede necessarily en­

thiled the right not to do so) and also would set a 

precodent immical as they sa,,1 it to the future unity 

of the coutV:.r.;.. After a brief series of f..Ut.fl~"-meeting 

bet";een the delegation of the liaga federal government 

and Hrs. Indira Gandhi (1.n'ho had become ?rime Minister 

at the beginning of 1966), the political negot1at1~ns 

broke down. Haw~ver she made it clear that the sol~tion 

of the problem had to he found l<Jith Nagaland, remaining 

a port of the Indian Union and there cou1d be no com-
31 

promise on this issue. The cease fire continued 

~ extended Qtrimonthly and later monthly intervals by 
32 

formal, though separate announcements by the t~o sides. 

31. The Statesmen,Ne"' Delhi, April 15, 1966 

32. Asian Recorder ,Vol.XI I.,No. 12, Harch 19-26,1966. p.69-83. 



At last the peace ·n1S!31on dissolved in Hay 1966 becauoe 
33 

both the sides were at logger heads aboat the agreement. 

The rebel Nagas, no doubts stepped. up their 

hostile activities after the failure of peaoe talks, 

but the desired goal was not in sight. This led to not 

only a nense of despondency among a seetion of tho rebols 
~ 

but aloo caused a serious rift in their campe.ig~weakened 

their cupnc!ty to pressurize the government. The haransed 

and weakened rebels could not "'1thstand the mounting pre­

S9Ure from the nationalist and liberalj~agas, who had 

all along been "'ork!ng for an end to hostile activities 

and for the establishment of lasting peace in Nagaland. 

Their efforts ultimately succeeded in November 197,, with 

the concl~ion of the Shillong accord between the Govern­

ment of :-Jagaland and the underground Naga leader. lt ~as 

a bib to ric event as 1 t opened a ne-, .. chap.ter in the his tarr 

of Nagnl;_:.nd. It ust.ertl an era of understanding, peace 

and tranquility in this strife-torn state. The constitu­

tional issue of the political problem and insurgen~ ~as 

brought to an end by this agreement. 'I'his accord was accepted 

by the underground Organisation among themselves at tbe.tjr 
34-

Dehoma meeting on 5 Becember, 1975. 

33. Ibid. 

34. 11Da\m of Peace in Nagalandn( a pamphlet published by 
the Directorate of Information, Publicity and Tourism, 
Uagaland.(Kohtma 1975) p.1. 



The underground organisations and movements 

thereafter ceased to exist aD a threat as all had 

agreed to be a peaceful citizens of India and to 

function 1n accordance ~1th the constitution as it 

stands. The people of Nafaland heaved a sigh of re­

lief because of the hostile activities at long last 

came to an end. The ~ou:derground Uaga got an epportun1ty 

to live peacefully and happily in tbe midst of their 

family members and friends. They also got an assurance 

of being rehabilitated by the Government of Nagaland. 

The Sh1llong accord alno provided an O?P~rtuntty 

to those underground Nagns vho were acro0s the border 

to come bach to t.heir land and to Join the rest of 

thetr colleagues in accepting unoond1t1ona1ly the con­

stitution of the country and taking their rightful 

place in the soctei;. 

It bas to be admitted that the proble$ ot those 

hostile Nagas, ~bo had gone outside the country to get 

training and collect armn remained as 1 t "'as. Tbe appeal 

of tho Government aathorities to those hostile to come 

back to Nagalnnd and make their legitimate contribution 

to the progress peace and n::)rmal1satton \o;hich 

is well on its \-1&3 in Nagaland had hat.•ever, no 

35. Ibid. p. 3· 
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significant impact on those hootile~.They did not . 
care to come back to Nagaland under the amnesty 

announced by the Government vith the result that the 

problem or ~uch rebel.Nagas still exist. 
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Independent Nagaland '"as merely an idea that 

\~as encouraged by the British, ";ho parmi t"ted conspicu-
• 

ous dec~sion of the leaders of the movement. They 

perceived the field of settlement in Nagaland, vhere 

the) had free independent government activity, (it 

seems that the Naga insurgent ·leaders \,;anted political 
' 

p~ror ~e.r~~~t~htch they could not get otheniise). 

Yet such br~vity of the leaders of the movement had 

completely over simplified the Nnga history. If one 

consider the evolution of l4agaland it is very clear that 

the bi.story could not be compressed. l'hc present study 

provides one of tbe many alternatives betveen the poli· 

ticnl nnd geographical study of insurgency in Nagaland, 

but not necesst-1rily suggesting a t1hort-cut. It does not 

reduce the scope of political geograp~ nor permitting 

the poll tics on an easy platform. It is an at temp;, 

· ~vever to provide some aeeademic clarification and 1t 

may provide a\' aiJLable media of '''ork1ng back and forth 

among historical, political and geographical data. 
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N~ga insurgency had , occ~red infact ln political 

area - Nago.land - from a series of decisions of the in­

surgent leaders vith little or possibly no intervening 

movement. There actions and decisions and responsell was 

directly proportionate to that of the Certtral Government, 

&hich took decisions af~er considering th~ location and 

federal ~hnracter of the country or vice versa. Hence, 

the field services areas of the insurgents was gradually 

1solatod and in some cases complet0ly eliminated. So much 

so that the effective field service areas of the insurgents 

havt: to be located .,cross the frontier in Burma, where 
" they have to contend "-'lth the Burmese insurgents. 

The Naga insurgency in both the Geographical and 

political ter~ was essentially a situation of conflicts 

(both within and without). The resolution of conflicts 

(accompany by violence) are clearly express! ve. lt clearly 

indicated, conflicts of ideas that did not amount to much 

unt1ll they began to be embodied in dec151ons that vas 

pri.maril,y to create an independent Nagalcmd. But it cu­

lminated in a movement that abstracted the development 

(socio-economic of Nagaland and the unity of Indian Union). 

Insurgents effective field ";as only 11: contact, if we 

consider their movement as meroly kinitic. But the early 

phases • sa,y otherwise for 1 t ""as at that. ttrne dynamic 
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that gradually dis1ntegrated(showlng the inherent 

tendeno1es,wh1ch was centrifugal in character in diverse 

tribal society). 

(o 
~lthough no l1mtt can be introduced~the idea of 

independent ~1agaland of insurgents. It can be clearly 
... ,, 

stated that thc:i-rdecisions, movemont~,fieldc and poll-
4-

tical areas ~as conditioned by the geography of their ~n-

vironment. This is becnuse there very idea vns composite 

of cultural ideas, and could have succeeded only if 
'\'..( 

thei'r very idea tJas to be withira Indian Union. (In fact 

the author con tents t.h~t the creation of N e.galand as a 

state within Indian Union, like other Indian stat~, was 

in itself a recogn1sat1on of the Nagas as a separate 

culture). 

Looking from the point. of vie\J of internal 

pol:l tical development:,, the creat1 on of ina urgent state 
' 

had a number of values to a movement. In March ·195'6, just 
I 

before the rev"'Stating eastern monsoon broke out, tlle 

extrem1!:: t underground !Jar, as declared the N aga Hills 

and Tuensang a united and independent state. To demon­

strate the establishment of the suthority -of their 
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Naga Federal Government(NFG) they hoisted their own 
. 36 

republic flag at Phensinyu village in Kohima area. 

It demonstrated the veakness and ineffectiveness 

of the Government to control and protect its crun terri­

tory end population. Finally the insurgent state and 

its political administrative organisation provided at 

least an aura of legitimacy to the movement. To forge 

unity in the NFG, terms from various Nagas dialects 

had been adopted. To establish linage with the mongols, 

~hose blood still runs in their veins, the term Tartar 

\lias borrmJrdd from Aos, the \fi'Ork kilonser was adopted 

from the Ylmchunger Aung was the Konyak contribution. 
3? 

Kedabge came from the Hengmas. 

Although their main objective of unity to give 

a turn to the movement to the military stage, it began 

by dividing tne movement into three stages, the stage 
I 

of contention, equilibrium and general counter offensive. 

The Naga insurgents ~ere on the stage of equilibrium 

after declaring independent state of Nagaland. As they 

were able to control some part of the state. According 

McColl, e;:1ch st~e is looked at as part of the progressive 

36. Mankekar, n.16.p.*S. 

37. Anand, n.3.p.102. 



creation of new state within politically hostile 

terri tory. 

Yet the need for a territorial base becomes 

apparent the insurgents must chooses a specific area for 

controlling tbe activity. Ideally a guerilla area abould 
38 

have the following attributes. 

(1) If possible an area should be choosen that 

had previous experience in political opvos1t1on to the 

central government. 

(11) Political stability at both the nattonal and 

local levels should be weak or actually lacking. 
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(111) The location must provide access to important 

military and political objectives, such as capitals, cities 

and critical resources of trans~ort service. 

(iv) Area of veak or confused political authority 

such as borders lands or even along international boundaries 

or ideal location. 

(v) Terrain sh?uld be favourable for militur,y oper­

ations and personal security. 

(vi) In so far the area should be economically self' 

sufficient. 

)8. l~Coll, n.1,pp.617-618. 
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In the case of :1agaland, after a period of frantlc 

political activity and \t!lde spread sabotage1 the hostile 

N aga launched the guerilla '11arfnre in Tuens nng district. 

Because this place bud soce ot tbe above s tatcd crl teria. 

ThiS movetlent compelle~ thG Tuens an~ Uagar,\ to fall in 

line ~1lth others. The hostile Uagas \oicrc quite right 

in selecting Tuans ang as the area of contcs t. Being 

furthest a""ay from the seat of central authority end 

along the international border is most 1naccescible area. 

They ho.d been able to establish their clandestine mllltnr.r 

cadres secretly and unobtrusively in its remote and 

inaccesstble corner. The means of communicntion, the 

thick forests and high mountains were all in their support. 
r 

.aut with the counter action of the security forces, Tuensang 

ceased to be the vast deep romote interior later on. AS 

far as the guerilla experience ~as concerned the hostile 

Nagas already had the be!lt '\Jt'licb the security forces lear-, 

ned later on.( see chapter I). 

But over emphasis on their military superiority 

that ~as merely inter-tribal mude them complacent and 

distorted the cor.c:apt of liberated or sate base. E.vanthoagb 

tuensang failed to provide the depth rPso~rces and safety 

required for the developments of troops ,expansion, they 

started planning for the next stage. 



They started converting their guerilla into 

regular unitsand hill tops village into tortif1ed-defen­

s1ve.pos1t1ons. This lad to the formation of what they 

thought were liberated or safe bases for initiating 

mobile and entrenched warfare. The main consideration 

tor the guerilla lender during the mobile ~as to select 

or an area which can provide adequate room to mtmovere 

and hide from counter-insurgency troops and still 

remains within the striking distance or a major political 

targets. To meet these requirements the area must be 

large in terms of its geometric configuration or it 

must have terrain suited to the bide and seek charactor 

of mobile war. 

The I~aga insurgents selected the area of Thangku.l 

Nagae in Man1pur and.Nagaland border, which is having 

the elements required for the mobile war. After streng­

thening their bases in the Thangkul Uagas area, they 

continued their efforts of .terrorism. No village was 

spared from the taxes and every house was obliged to 

supply either a fighter or a porter. F'orcible collection 
I' 

of paddy, eatables, clothing, ¥oney and drafting of 

·personal for unspecified mission became a routine. Those 

who disagreed with their means of violence and goal of 

independence could at best lay passive. 



The pollcy of \1holesale murder in Nagaland ?.'A.S 

designed to keep the local people terrorised. Through 

this mean they vera able to maintain ruthless control 

over the people and prevented the local population to 

support the Government. 
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I_n March 1956, the l~FG ~as able to control all 

the major tribes and compelled them to fight for a 

single cause that ~as· independence and as stated by 

Phizo. To eliminate opposition, Sllbvert the administrati­

on and ascend militarily the insurgent in llagaland had 

raised numerous ma~s association fronts and cella like 

in t4d.a,ya, Vietnam, Greece and Philippines. But suoh 

a resounding development 1n Nagaland in so shot·t a 

time vi th no vi able economic base, devoid of communicat­

ions, common language ~d media vas a fantastic movement. 

Like any other m111tar)' organisation the Naga 

federal government raised a course party and small 

intellegence cell of varying strength. They dld not 

taca much problem in setting up these unit&. Born and 

brought up in tbo same village and very close to the hands 

, or natt.U"e the geographical characteristics were already 

\!ell embeddted in the Naga brain. A common source o! their 



information was, !or example ~hen the agents merged 

with the numerous road construction repair parties. 

Their well spread net\-Jork around defensive positions 

camps forward the occupants either b1 speed marches 

or through relay runners. The ~lag as inhabi tins the 

areas around the security posts in their traditional 

arest1 -were the best bet. With such natural ingenlus 

and invaluable atds the tlaga federal army "o.s able to 

maintain an efficient system of 1ntelle1;ence comr.:tun1-

cation and security. 

Unked -with tbe land mass \1/as the issue of 

manpowera. Because the limited territory denied the 

166 

N aga.s, the abillt,y to develop deep interior, bases tor 

regrouping, training centre. Rest ar(;as and depots beyond 

the reach of Indian security forces. Asswning the early 

1956 population of Nagaland to be around 3 million 

their ratio to then Indian population of about 4oo million 

comes to yawfu~g1 to 13 persons. Any complete and pro­

longed diversion of the Nagas towards insurgency could 
,J 

only cause famines and economic hardoh1p in theiT · area. 

Because they dependend entirely on their agricultural , 

production for survival. The hand~~ that could be opread 

from· the total of 115,5~~ male ~orkers (~orking force in 

1961) to effectively control a hilly sub~tropical area 



1~7 

with population scattered all over could be very . ,_ . 
It is ver~ dL:ftlcalt to fix their strength at 

any time. Ho~ever, or the estimates varying widely 
~ 

from ;,ooo to G5 ,_ooo-~.ow<rs=:J redQCcd to 300 after ~.the 
'+1 

Sbillong Accord. The effective number or active lnsur-
• 

gents whether equipped with modern arms or pr~mitive 

daos end spares can be placed at around 9000 i.e. 

approximately 3% to the total population ~hicb ~as 

reduced to 2% after the emergence of the loyal N.aga 

section. Though many old Naga toggles and teenagers of 

either &ex performed all sort of jobs, and re.n errand,~fl 

(as in other 1nsurgent1eu in the world)) the absence 

of any reliable data, only leads to an estimation that 

more than ttree fourth of the Naga federal army was 

betveen the age gro~p of 18 to 35. 

The !1 aga federal governments had all the 

pre-requiste except the finance for \rhicb they had to 

depend on the local pop~lat1on. There condition was 

so bad that their civil and military personal vere 

rarely paid adequately and regularly. BecQLlse at that 

40. M. Alemch1ba,(1970), ~Briel Historical Agsg~t ot 
!~ analand ( Kohima) p.1 4: 

4-1. S. Chanderika,( 198t), Political Evolution of liaga.lantJ 
(Ne~ Delhi). p.161. 



time there were no factory "1orkers or a large labour 

force '-those reg1.1lar -wages could be taxed r. p~yments 

and requisitions came to be made against post dated 

cheques on the assurance that after the Naga cu.rrency 

was printed all arears \lould be cleared. 

Ph1zo and hls extremistn band -were able to 

control oeor the Naga people without any resistance 

from tho Indian authority. This gave rise to the morale 

of hostile Nagas. The peo;>le of Nagaland had no option 

other than to support Naga federal government·Obviously 

this was the time ( 1956), vben the Naga insurgency 

entered the stabilisation phase. But unfortunately, the 

phenomenal material and human mobtlinatlon could not 

be matched by the intellectual competence to comprehend 

the process (assured supply of materialr. and finance) 

and character of insurgency. It ~as unfortunate for 

the Naga federal government that neither their leaders 

nor tha youth{vhich ,/as nursery for the insurgency) were 

familiar \:ith the arts end skill required to conduct the 

affairs ot soverign state(not to speak of launching a su­

ccessful guerilla ~nrfare as Mao did in China). 

Although the Nasa insurgents launched tbe guerilla 

warfare in the beginning ~ithout any resistance. Tbey were 

having all the pre-requisites in the 1'u£msang area and 
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got the success in the first stage. But on the other 

band central authority took strict me~~ures to supress 

these insurgent movements later on. On JanuarY 29, 1956 

tb.e whole Naga Bill -areas was declared a dlsturbed area 

and. troops were moved to the Naga Bills to sapress the 
'42 

insurgent movements. The insurgents started moving from 

Tuens ang to other parts of tbo region. The Asnam Governor, 

Gen.S.H.Srinagesh issued a notification in Shlllong on 

December 30, 1959 declaring three sub-divisions as 
()... 

disturbed area. i.e. 'bordering East Pakistan (NO'il Bf#ngla-

desh) Jova1 sub-division in United Khaai and Ja1ntia Illlls 

and Sllchar and Ksr1mganJ sub-divisions in the Cacbar dis­

trict to deal adequately ~ith hostile Naga gang, reported 
~3, ' ' 

to be moving and e.bo•.lt to create disorder~ see ma'p ».o:-lf.) 

(A communique issued by the foreign office Rangoon 

on May 16, 1961 that,, i.t vas reported by informed sources a 

that the rebel bad now established strong roroes on Burmese 
ltlt 

territory between Homalin and Saramat1. It Yas also sta-

ted tbat the Nasa hostiles had their strong bases in tbe 

S omra tdlst be tveen the I nd1an border and the Ch indvin 

42.· The Ctatesman ( Caloatta) 1956, Also see the .Asian 
Recorder(1960) between January-March p.31-21 

4). The Statesman(Calc~tta)Dec. 3, 19;9. 

ltlt.. The Nation( Rangoon) May 30, 1931. 
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river near the 26th Parallel. This aroa was almost 

inaccessible, and there were no Burmese army unit 
lt.S 

operating. It also informed that another hostile 
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group \las moving tO'Wards the N aga are as in Burma, li)roba.bl,y 

to re-establish their old headquarter on the south western 

slopes of (13,?00 ft.) Saramati Peak wbicb they had 

abandoned in 1962. N aga hostile also had their base at 

an height of ?,600 ft at the Katon Peak in Burma, which 

had deep gorges west wards. their area of operation vas 

in the Indian aT'ld Burma side o.t a point betveen Lenakot 

and Bangmllt. The actual entry of the Naga hostile to 

Nagaland was near the trijunction of Man1pur, Mizo Hill 
lt-6 

and Burma. 

The Governor of Nagaland on November 19, 1963 

declared the area between Kohima and international boundary 

as disturbed. He also aoked the l-1anipur authority to de­

clare the ~hole area or Ukhrul sub-division three miles 

from the International border as a disturbed area. The 

hostiles 1n Manipur vere spread over in Tollo1, Tuenoem, 

Nambr!, Seukhong snd Anikathel all in Ukhrul sub-division. 

They also had their base at Harem in Nao Sl.lb-d1via1on 

45. Ibid. 

46. The Times of India (Ne~ Delhi) February 26, 1962. 
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of Manipur. In the Manipl.lr they were having the support 

ot the volunteer force on the Indian--BLtrmese border 1n 
47 

Tengnaupal sub-division of Manipur. 

The above discussion shows that the Naga 

hostiles were operating tn the area, where the terrain 

afforded natural concealment and obstacles to hinder 

the military operations (\rhere mounta1nn and swamps hin­

dered the tanks end trucks movements). Wood and thick 

vegetation provided cover from areal observ&tion and 

attacks.{ see }.tap No.-13 ). 

The Naga insurgents got serious setbacks after 

the Chinese aggression when tne Indian authority diverted 

its full attention towards the Naga hostiles. On reindu­

ctlon of the Army units, the 1ntell1gonce sources dried 

l.lp. Informers and agents were either terrorised or liqui­

dated. The masses reasserted their loyality to the biFG{ tor 

want of protection) • The NFG vas strengthend by · 

addi t1onal reert.U ts trom the N aga village. The Indian 

security forces had to commence all over again. But soon 

the NFG found itself hard pressed by tbe Indian secur1t1 

4?. The Statesman (Calcutta) March 20, 19?0. 
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forces, ~ho were no not new to the game, and started 

looking for respite which they got when the Naga hostile 

prayed for the peace. It was continued. from September 5, 
196~ to 31 August, 1972 which was terminated by the Govern­

ment of India \-Ihen the Nft&a hostile intensified their 

subversive activities (attack on Hokishe Sema, Chief 

Minister of Nagaland). 

The emergence of Bangladesh in December 1971, 

resulted in the denial of their safe haven. The Burmese 

authority's strict measure to elem1nate the insurgents 

from their territory only stup1f1ed them. (The govern­

ment of Burma allocated u9 $208 million for defence in 

the new fiscal year to deal with insurgents effectively). 

In the face of an uncompromising stand taken by the 

Government of India for the first time in 1972, the bulk 

of what ever ~as left of the extremist saw wisdom in 

closing their unimpressive score books of'violence and 

opening a promising account of peace under formula that 

could provide them safety ~ithout loss of face. 

In the beginning the morale of the Naga insurgents 

were boosted, because large towns were earrlsoned but the 

small villages were not, so they always got concealment in 



those Village. In April 195'6 the solitary brigade suppor­

ted by tbe few contingent or As3am Rifleo and Assam Police 

commenced coWlter 1nsu.rgency in the Naga Hill. Tbelr streng­

th yas less than b.alf of the uro. It ";as worse that tlme 

to create a small village post, since each 1ndiv1dLla.l. post 

was easily overwhelmed, its soldiers captured or killed 

their arms and ammunitions seized. This was another propa­

ganda victory that was scored by the insurgents. These 

were some of the reasons due to which the insurgency spread 

all over the U~galand in the initial stage, 1nsp1te of 

certain meaDures taken by the authority. It started dying 

only when the common mass ~tarted understanding the result 

of the violence. The Government of India took this oppor­

tunity quickly by separating this group of Nagas who ~ere 

against the violence by giving them material help and secu­

rity. This section was later on known as loyal Naga.s section. 

The Government of India and security forces won the heart 

of people by showing the sympathy towards them and with 

development ~orks. 

The Naga Federal Army like the guerilla forces 

inevitably were so weakly developed and badly co-ordinated 

that they could neither re-organise nor reinforce any otber 

bases after the inevitable clashes , .. ith the Indian securitJ 

forces. 



PERSffiCTIVES AND RESPONSE TO NAGA INS URGENCY 



!E§PEQIIVES tl!P H§SPQNSE TO N AQA 

:{1{&UROENCI 

There has been subst~tial research on the 

Naga tribal literature. It indicated in a stress that 

has generall.r been in the form of our -rev ponsc to tbe 

(supposed) oddities or tribal behaviour and attitude 

(than the otherway round). ~~ch of the tension and 

misunderstanding in the state•s relation with tribes 

bas arisen from 'the tact that, ve are onl.,y ready to 

react to tribal .intransigence, vhen confronted vitb 

their practices and attitudes. We do not suff1'c1entl.v 

consider and weigh their reactions (v1th1n the eonte:t 

their environmental frcnmevork). 

There are various tribal groups in Nagaland. 

Each of these tribes have, through centuries, evolved 

their cnrn distinct pattern or Clllture, language and 

code of laws. All of them have (unt1ll recent t1mus) 

succeeded in maintaining their identity d0sp1te modern­

ization around them. The differences between th~ 

tribes are, partly geographical and partly dependent 

upon tbelr level of socio-economic base that exist. 

The impact of these factors are inherent in tbe1r 

political aspirations and ideology(see cbapter II and IV). 
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Viewing tna environmental influence and 

the British occupation or the Naga tribal belt, the 

area has had witnessed a succession of events that 

had the tendency ,to give 1rfo th~ ohangi~g conditions 

ond . c1rcums·te.noes. This, llltime.telf exposed the oper­

ational effects of administration. The most precipi­

tating event was the manipulativn by ~xtremist leaders, 

who \Jere deluded by the fact· thut the interest of the 
' . 

tlaga.s lay in the independent Naga statehood. Looking 

it at the other ~a¥ round, it can also be inferred 

that it ~as not only the succession of events but also 

a concatenation of events, such as urban grovth, spread 

of developmental activities and subsequent contrid1ct1ons, 

thnt induced uneasyness .and unrest in the r1.1.ral areas 

(where the insurgents v~re Sllpposedly to.bave a stronger 

base). With ;ne development of each individl.lal Naga . . 
group, the social process. was iniated embrtyon.oall.y 

as a stimul~s. This was probably introduced by enig­

matic action "i thin tb.e tlaga tribal groups, that enabled 

them to acquire cbaracter1st1cs that vas influenced bJ 
1 

tbe environmental factors. 

1. The term 'Environment • bas often used by geographers 
to denote space. It is also been used in its broader 
sense a~i well aB for itB specific purposes of study. 
The present analysis 1ncladoe(besides above) also the 
objective dimensions, 1r1hore t.he behavioural aspect of 
the environment exists as a complex sub-set of the 
total seograph1cal ~ileu. It also includes the sooio-



M3 a consequence of the symbos1a, N aga 

tribes fell into the distinctive gropps. Each ~itb 

their own territor¥ and features. Tnis enabled them 

to acquire a clear pattern of ideologlaal conviction 

that obliterated aD¥ question of tolerance for other 

ideas or phenomenn (that vhtoh was contrary to 'tJhat 

they had perceived and understood). The resultant 

poll tical stance( s) thus cons t1tuted -what "'as argwad 

to be a s uff1c1ent rational for insurgency. These 
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political interaction. In tbe study it is also per­
ceived to include the psychological environment(ieo­
lation and its consequent impact). This is obv1oua 
trom the dichotomy of location both in respect of tbe 
state and tbe tribe, vbere the tribal elements are 
conDiderad an secondary to other elements. 

The total or gronn geographical environment 
baS b£fen considered to be effective - equ1v1lant pheno­
mena, cun be measured through space and time. Tbe environ­
ment bas beon taken as to include the elements that are 
not perceived by 1nd1v1duals/groups and at the same 
time excl~des those elementa that are not required for 
the normal fu~ctloning. This then suggests that exist-
ing gross environment on wb1eb the insurgency of Nags­
land operated, sugeest the toll~;ing equatlon{from the 
pol1t1oo-geograph1oal point of view}. 

' 
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t 

' ~ocial,pol1t1cal,econom1c 
I 

ENVIRONMSNT 
t 

bvtronmsntAJ, con.ta§&t gf ioourgencx ip NMMFW~i 



motivations can Qlso be taken as responsible for 

the distortions that latter emerged. 

I 
But 9 (tbougb all tbe Naga tribes experienced 
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{as condi~~ons permitted) an essentially similar pro­

cess of group development, tuey were subjected to the 
I I 

v1c1ss1t1tude of environment, history and accident. 
i' 

These alone vere the souroe(s) of the speeific(s) that 

divided tham under the circumstances of relative iso­

lation. In the process, this created spatial tnterre­

lationships, both within and outside the Naga tribal 

groups. However, in tbe early stages ot insurgency, tbe 

extremist leaders, ltithin their bound~ry - -whether (1'\ 

close association or in isolation - wanted to develop 

t.fi. ,.. 
See:- Edward.A.Acarm~, "where is the research fron­
tiera, ~,Vol.53,1963 pp.429-4ol R.B.Barro,m,Geo• 
grapey as human ecology, IJMG.,, Vo •. 1.3, 1923 pp.1-14; 
R.J.Chorley, "Geography and Analog~thoory".AAA~ 
Vol.S4,1964,pp.12?·37, h.Eyer, "Determinism and 
the ecoloJY approach to the Geogrl!lphy.Q, Geggrap.b.Y, 
Vol.lt9, 1964,pp.369·76, Petter.R.Oou~'ii "t..fan againat 
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a common platform of independent Nagaland and its mani­

fold apec1f1aities. Again these were the tondenc1ea 
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that can be derived from the Naga's environment. As .al.Bo 

from the influence that the environmentnl change bas 

brought to this society. For, then by varying means, 

this lec~d to relative isolation. 'l'he environmental 

influences have divided and impressed Naga tribes. 

The trend and intensity of the insurgency had 

repeatedly changed since independence. After independence, 

there was a aeries negotiations between the extremists m 

and government re~resentatives. However, tbla did not 

produce any concrete results. Within the Naga scenario, 

the moderates conttnuod to direct their efforts tovards 

reconcillat~on between the insurgents and the government 

(Moderates were not in gavour of separation and wanted 

to remain within the Indian Union). Their efforts ~ere 

thwarted by P ~u. zo( who ~1as able to exercise a dominant 

influ.ence over the N aga tribes), \:ho expressed his pro­

found reservations about the interpretation and useful-
2 

ness or the Hydari agreement. 

Skipping over the stage of coalition fronts, the 

extremist scored an unusual advance in co:npressing (or 

squeezing) the political phase. The first act of the Naga 

2. The Naga Nation, June,19lt-7,Vol.I.No.II.pp.7-12. 
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resistance under Pbizo, claimed to bave received a 

favourab~e mandate of the popLll.atlon. Tb1s was the time 

when the Naga 1ns11rgeney began to acq_uire mass support 

and general sympatbf. This was also demonstrated 1n 19;2, 

when none of the Nagas, filed nomination papers and 

nor did anyone turni.:\ip for ~otlng in the e lee t1 on of 

representatives to the Assam legislature and the parlia-
4 

ment. 

After a period or frenetic politlc~l activity, 

there was a "Wide spread sabotage and terrrism in the _ · · ~ 

state. In early 19,5, the insurgents launched the guetilla 

warfare (State II) of insurgency {See Chapter V). Between 

1953 to 1956 insurgency ~aa at its peak "'th almost com­

plete mass sup~ort. It was follo~ed by the ~U11tary phase 

(Stage III} or counwr insurgency. Another contributing 

factor to tbis development \las the N aga federal govern­

ment's delasian or the tact that their base was strong and 

secure. D~t vere infact no be~ter tban isolated pocket~ 

and thinlY occupied strongholds. The behavioral environ­

ment in the state, compelled the extremist leaders to 

falsely believe that their existing position will .. enable 

them to stabilise and declare independence ~m the Indian Union 

3. C .Singb, ( 1931 ) fgl1tic a1 Eyo1ut1 on gt i aga1andUJ w De lb1l 
p. 4-7. . 

~. M.Alemeh1ba(1970) 4 Brlgt Hi§torical Agcpypt of NagalJpd 
(Kohlma) pp.175-182. 



180 

By early 1958, the insurgency started declining, 

but a large number of high ranking extremist leaders wem 

still underground (probably hiding in their Burmese 
-sanctuaries). Though, their mere existence w~s an indica-
'" 

tlon of the level of support they enj cued., yet, their 

escape to Burma shO¥ted the 'Waning mas::; support. A stage 

was soon reached vrhen large number of Nagas started 

openly demonstrating their desire to be ~ltb the Indian 

Union and their preparedness to confront the Naga .federal 

ar~y bands and to halt their depredation in the rural 

areas. The people lost their confidence and began to 

disassociate themselves from insurgents. This compelled 

the ~aga federal army to be more cautions so as to ensure 

no further enlqrgement of the alienated section against 

their cause. 

If the insurgency had united the diverse Naga 

tribes, their humiliating reverses and consequent suffer­

ings divided them soon (This ~as caused by the operations 

conducted by the security forces in 1956-5?). The extre­

mist leaders found themselves in a enviable positton - a 

position to retain the insurgent structure end-coh1s1veness 

as well as the sympathy of the populace for their struggle. 

Eventually after the beginning of the reverses, there¥~~ 

a large scale exodus of insurgent elements. Their mass 
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surrender ( and becoming a part ot tbe Ne.ga society v1th1n 

the Indian const1 tutional framework once more, can con­

s14ered as a severe blow to the insurgent movement in 

NagaJ.e.nd). Horeover, it can also be added that the diso1-

llus1oment of the insurgent elements about the extere­

mist leaders and their 1nterna1oene political rivalry 

provided no alternative except to give up the struggle 

that bad no future except trial of endurance. 

On Hareh 22, 1957 the Ao tribe (was the first} 

publicly expres~ed their desire for peace, which ~aa 

greatly enco..traged by the government. The ne""ly formed 

"All tribes Haga people convention" held its first Con­

ference at Kohima in Aug, 19~7 to ev)lve a method for a 

peaceful settlement of the problem.It ~as attended by 

1960 representatives and 2,000 abservers. 5 

In 1958-59, "the Unga people Convention or NPC 

{claimed 7~ percent support of .the Nag~s) presented a 

sixteen point memorandum ·~or tbe formation of of a sepa­

rate state of Nagaland ~ithin the Ind1~Xl Union. This 
6 

was accepted by the go-vernment of India in Haren 1969. 

;. Elvin,( 1961) ;lage.l,,ani\,(Shillong) p.65. 

6. D;.R.l4ankekar;( 1967) gp the Slipparx Slooes gf Nagalan4 1 
(Bombay). p .1+6. 
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Between 196o and 63 the Naga lnsurgents (lacling local 

sup~rt) started seeking help from the neighbouring 

countries like Bur~a, China and Pakistan. This ~as possi­

ble becnuse of the fact that,many units of the security 

forces "rere pulled back to count cr the Chinese aggression 

of 1962. Later on, the Naga insurgent found the~solves 

hard pressed by the Indian seouri ty forces, "''ho by that. 

time hud adopted themselves to insurgency situations 

and started coanter1nsurgency operations. 

In February 1964, the Uaga Baptist Church Council 

held a convention in Wokha, that -wan attended by over 

5'000 delegates from various tribes a~nd villages. They 

requevted ~ the government of India to appoint a pence 

mission to initiate talks for final settlement. Despite 

the efforts of the pe?ce mission (from April 19~ to Octo­

ber 1967}, the status quo was maintained. The emergence 

ot Bangladt.s h in 1971 and sus pension of peace operation 

in 1972, baffled the Naga insurgents ~11ore. They started 

looking for a peaceful solution of the problem that en­

sured peaco ~ithout l~;s of face. 

This resulted in the agreement that vas signed 

1n &h1llong on November 11, 1975'. The Naga Federal Govern­

ment accepted the solution "Jithln tho i'.rame\lork of Indian 
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constitution. Thuo, from 1975 to the present d~, the 

insurgency remained at a very low key. Although the 

organisational sat up for insurgency still exlnt,ed ( bllt 

in a fragmented form) majority ot• the people had,;: dis­

associated themselves from the underground movement. 

The efforts of tho Indian govcrn~ent in the develop­

ment of their economy and education enabl~d the Nagas 

to have second thouchts about the viability of the 

underground movement (But this does not mean that insur­

gency ln Nagaland has com~etely petered out). 

Broadly speaking, these events oan be attribu­

ted partly to the fact that British while maintaining 

the vie': of keeping peace in the area, actually \!'anted 

a probable buffer bet~een them (in this part of Jw1a) 

e.nd Central s\sie. (which "'ns the ple.y ground of imperial 

rivalries in the 19th and early 20th centuries). Ho~ever, 

after independence, central govennment began to strive 

tor overall economic development of the country. At no 

point,. the: gov~)rnment had denied the legitimate politi­

cal asp1ratt on of a section of people nor dl.d the,y con ... 

s1der it to be an obstacle for overall gro~th. The only 

emph~sis was the maintaintance of territorial and natio­

nal integrity of India. 
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~mpag~1 

I! ';e take the extremist leaders viev ooint to 
' . 

have a independent state of Nagaland for the Nagas, the 

anaJ..ysis .so t~r makes it clear t bat it ,.,as not viable 

at all. Because tbe government of India considered the 

Uaga insurgency as a dastab1l1s 1ng foetor and banco anti­

national. The; rather perceived thlt such movement cun 

have their impact else~r~re in the country and strengthen 

the proces~ of disinteeration of India. They gavv er:1ple 

agreem{)nts in favour of Nagaland as a part and parcel oi' 

India. Pandit Nehru had expltcitly declared that there 

was no point in trying to meke the tr1bals a second rate 

copies of Otlrselves. Other consideratloqr also sh<»t that 

it is in the favour of l~agas to be ~1 th India. 

Ethnographic Ynlty:-

There ls no doubt that Naga.s !or-!ll a separate ethnic 

group t.fhlch dis t1nsu1shes them from t b0 rest ~~t they bnve 

nothing in common vith one another ( bet,;cf"n the N aga tribes 

themselves) for ex&Jple as regards to customs, festivals 

habits, language (see Chapter IV). Accordingly ~ne author 

states that the truth is that if not impossible it is 

exceedingly d1!f1c~lt tbcpropound any test that can dis-
7 

t1ngu1sh them trc:n Assam or Burma tribes .Thus an ethnic 
' 

7. J.H.Hutton;(1921)4he Anggmi Nasas(London).pp.12-13. 



union of people can be grouped in one separate state 

provided no other problem comes 1n the ~ay, such as 

economic, strategic and political. But following the 

principle that the boundary should ideally separate 

different cultures and ethnic ur:its ~t the same time, 

it shoald not ereate difficulties by splitting up the 

functional unijs· .Bused on above arguments, Nagaland 

does not bavo/b.asic pre-requ1s tes to become an 1ndepen-
d,/ ' dent state. Lofi'eover, the ethnography as a basis for 
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an independent stato is 1n itself a complex geopolitical 

problem (more so when the location. is taken into consid~r­

at1on) that cannot be solved easily. 

Esonomic Cgnsiderat!gn: 

The difficult hilly terrain presents a dismal 

plctlu.rc economically. N agaland lacks tne requiste reso11rees 

for establishing an economically vJ.abl~ state. For it 

15 essent1al for an independent atnte to nave sufficient 

resources, e.g. agriculture, minarels, ~ndustries etc. 

~d firm educated base in the population to cater the 

need of administration etc. of the state (or at least 

it should pos;.ess substantial part there of to maintain 

its identity). But the econo~y of Nagalcmd reveals serto~s 
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defec1ency in these aspects (see Chapter IIL) Moreover, 

from tho ?oint of vielt:- of accessiblli ty, it is Assam that 

provides so easier outlet that across the frontier 1n 

tbe east. For all practical purposes that insurgent claw 

for ·an independent state, ~111 only oe a puppet state witb 

heavy foreign dependenee. 

It is obvious that majority of the Nagas -were 

deprived or modern education(due to their socio-economic 

conditions) till recently. l..fost of their d1alects(wb1cb 

cann·)t be matuall¥ understood) indicated that Nagas in 

sooe ~ rt of the state are still to reach the take·o~f 

point. In mest c1rcu..rnstances, an 1ndepondent nag~land 

-would have efeated intarnational compl~~attom1, because 

the separatist movement among the Nagas was largely influ­

enced by the inherent f'actorD as ..,,ell as fare1gn powers. 

Moreover, the Indian Constitution does not allo~ secession. 

Tbe recognition of Nagalund as an independent state, would 

start blakn1zntlon of the country. 

D.Y virtue of its location, 1Jag~land has felt the 

impact of insurgent act1v1ties of Uppet Burma. Added to 



187 

this, the massive Ctdnese in.vaS.ton of India in 1962, 

clearly 1llustratGs the vulnarabilit.Y ~f. the Indian pos1 t1on. 

A position ~herebf Indian baR not only to take su1tabl~ 

measures to check the external military threat but also to 

ensure stabilit~ of its constituents unit~. Moreover, 

v1e~1ng the entire north-eaot, 1t is clear that the demand 

of Nat;n e:xtremisto "''111 nevt:r be conceded by the Govern-

ment of India,. This 1s becaase,othel"\ll'iso "''ill prove to be 

a geogolJ>tical blunder and one .,. hich ''1111 be piplo1 ted 

by those forces \dlo do not tttant a stable and united India. 

Again, hypothetieQlly, the formation ot IJagaland o.s tHl 

independent state may lead to t~o possibilities. 

a) China. may be invited b} the !Jagps to ensure 

security. As such China \t/Ould find it easier to penetrate 

the Indian territory and to a4vanoe in this part of Asia. 

b) Nagaland may ask for economic as \Tlell a.a 

military aid from u.s.A. and other p~ers. In wb1cb case 

the aid giving countries will be 1n a po~ition to create 

a situation like south-Vietna~. Either of these possi -

b111t1es arc not tenable for tho security of India • 

...!'\ 

lhterna1· ~(f1cultles: 

The creation of Nagaland as an independent state 

will lead to a chain of internal problems. Like, Nagnland 



there are other hilly regions in the country, whose .inha­

bitants differ from rest of India in one_re~pect or the 

other. Thus if such demands are conceded ~c.y standsdivi­

ded and .veakened. 

The Indian leaders fam111a.t' li'i th the political 

games of the sub-continent but una~ara of the extent to 
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. whicb the J;ti.ga mind bad been alienated, felt that voc1fe'rous 

agitation for 'rlaga independence -was only a prank for grea-. 
ter a~tonomy and enhanced finances. The1 real~sed the pro-

blem after the movement had entered the military phnae. 

B\lt by this time it wo.s late ( e'\·en thoagh the government 

of India had agreed for the creation of autonomous Naga­

land wlthln Indian Union). The extremists ad~en~~ 

pursued t-heir goal of independent iia.galand. 
' 

Rjsponsgs: 

'While it was a hope that that Nagas "'ould grow 

friendly towards the plainsmen, if the,y '\t.rt~r(l given an 

opportunity for closer contact, the recult. ~tas OrJPOS1te. -

As the plainsm~n "~e:r..e recruited ·on a temporary basis he 

took little interest in identifying h1ms<::::lf ~1tb the 1:etgas.t. 

There vas also u category of plainsman, -who beoarm so 

allured by the perqu1st1es of office that they tried to 

ingratiate tbQmselves '\i1 tb the tribal people so that 



their service may be retained on a permanent basis. 

In the first case thE:! officer put 11. ttle he art into 

his '\t.fork as his sights "'ere set on his nedt assignment 

after completion of his tenure ~lth hills. In the 

second~ the officer ha:! no scru.ples about tending 
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wrong and harmful advices as long as it would be con­

ducive to his continuance in tr..e office (see Chapter II). 

The rolat1onsb1 p bet'Ween the Nagas and outsiders 

deteriorated so much that only those candidutes, vho 

had failed to secure employment else~herc in India, ~ore 

ready to serve in the Naga bills ~s a last resort. The 

Nagas thus came, to be served by an indiff~rent and 

mediocre bureucracy vho did little to enhance India's 

image in the hillman •s eyes(. a common tribal fear) 

It ~ould not be just to place the entire blame 

eith~r on the inherent ~eakness of the democratic system 

or administrative policy an it operaten in India or on 

the ambitious of and implementation by politicians and 

oi,•il servants. The basic causffi' are more deeply rooted 

1n the gross environment such c.s of cultural dtstu.rbanees 

and maladjustment. Under the Britisb, the administrative 

structure '"'as so light that the ~lags~ scarcely felt 

its weight or presence. For more, pez·nioious, hovever was 



the impact on an unprepared perception of ideas that 

m~ seem innocuous enough in the climate in ~hich they 

have germinated. But can be of damaging effect in an 

allen environment vhose people bnve not yot been condi­

tioned and adapted to set up their defencos. Un~amil!ar 

ideas and beliefs were recklessly and indiscriminately 

injected into tt:e minds of the Nagas, \11th little 

thoughts of the impact they mQY have on people of a 

completely alien background and enyironmont. Thus it 

was not surprising ttw.t the ef'fect vas usually traumatic 

for the t1hole com':lunity.(Sea also Chal)ter II). 

It should not be inferred, however, thut the 

distarbed conditions prevailing in the Naga hills vill 

continuo. ~hat has been aoueht here to be shown is 

that deeper malady underli~s the disturbances. For un­

less they a~ bro~ght to light no solution to the 

problem can be brought about. It has been demonstrated 

that there has been no malice or alienation on either 

side. The Government has shown generosity in ita aporoacb 

to the tribals in general and Naga~ in particular. The 

Nagas have neverthless had genuine cease to entertain 

feBrs and apnerhension (u~ it was ~rejected by the British 

to them). At the root of all this, has been ignorance 



and misunderstanding on both sides and it is through 

this that they have caused such a situation to emerge. 

A view from time to time has been advanced that the 
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Naga troubles have been mainly formulated and encouraged 

by the conspiracy of neighbouring countries, particularly, 
-

China ond pakistan. Ho\:ever, there are evidence th~t 

India's neighbours have taken adv~~tuge of the unsettled 

eondi t1ons along the frontiers. It '"'ould not m ihcorroot 

to brand theo as one of tb::1 instiratorn, for they supplied 

the tribal.s with arms· end amt~u.nitions, to continue the 

armed struggle. They have been offered. asylum across 

frontiers \.:hen purs uen by s.ecur! ty forces. They have been 

trained, equipped and suppliod before recrossing the 

frontiers and resuming their hostile anti-government actl­

vit1eo. But hRd it not been for the deepe~ causes under­

lying the disturbances ( a very backward stGte economy) 

the question of tribal seek~ng support from neighbours 

would not have arisen. While the effort of security forces 

to seal off the frontiers 1o1ill serve the limited purpose 

of depr1vin,g dis!~ident Naga'3 of supplies, armaments and 
'IJIII.: 

haven of refuge, a final solution liesitbe remov~ of the 

malady 1tself1(the .implementation of the development po­

licies has been r4lgorous ly taken by the state and Central 

Government). Tho ?osition of the security forces is that 
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( ncn.r) insurgency is petering out 1n N ag§land and sooner 

or later the remaining iasurgents ':ill either surrender 
7 

or be liquidated. 

Accordingly, at present, there a.re t'Po groups 

of Naga insurgents, The National ~;ocialist CoW1c11 of 

Nagaland under the leaders hip of Mr. T .l1u1 vah and Mr. 

Issacks-wak and the 1-Iaga F~:.'deral Government of the follow­

ers of Hr. A. Z. Phi zo, who are n01-: camping along the 

international border. Ho~ever there is no confirmed evide­

nce on ~hether theoe groups have joined hands or not. 

Froet time tb time they nave been sneaking into Nagalmtd 

to collect ration and taxes from the villagers. But it 

is felt that these collections are only to keep their 

presence felt. 

With regards to sealing off tt1e international 

frontiers, the author believes that the agreement bet~een 

India end Burma allowing tbe border inhabitnnta of tbP. 

t~o co~ntry Lo trade ~ith each other, precluded any such 

move. Probably this was explOited by insurgents, who 

smuggled themselves intro the Nagaland from across the 

frontier. 

The signing of the Sbillong accord on November 11, 

1975 bet"'een the follol-lers of Hr.Phizo and representatives 

7. The Telegraph 1 28th April, 1983(Calcutta). 



of the Indian Government vas tho o~tcome of the counter­

insurgency opernt1ons. The people have come to realise 

the futilitt ot blood shed and nonimplementatlon of deve­

lopment works. It was the author • s view thn.t major· pnr t 

or necurity operations '\>Jere carried on tho basis of in!or .... 

mation given by the villagers. 1-\.eports 1n the ne'\'ISpapers 

about frequent clashes bet~Jeen follovers of Mr.Issa.kswa.k 

amd l1r.t-1u.ivo.h of the National Socinllst Council of Naga.­

land (NSCN) -and ?1r.Khole of the Naga Federal Government 

(NI•'G) are sug;~estlve of acute internal rivalry among the 

extremists. The NSCN has rejected Mr.Phizo and is tr;lng 

to eliminate sign1t6ries of the Shillong Accord. 

J~fter tho signing of the Ghillong Accord, over 

5oo rebels have come over-ground. But for tho first time 

in t r:e bi!.i tory of pro-communi~t Nag a soc1al1s t Council 

of Na.galand which "'as formed in 1979, hard-cores like the 

self-styled ~~ajor Xthoko Sema, bodyguard of Hr.rssak has 

surrendered. So far, 30 bard cores have surrendered along 

with their arms. These rebels have told nevsmen that the 

life of undergro~nd 1s very tough.The Chinese author1t10B 

have refuted them any sort of belp and some of the rebels 

are at the point of starvation. Furthermore, many or them 

are treated no better than servants by the extremist leaders 

and their dependents. 



There have been group clasbes, mutual distrust 

and struggle for leadership enhanced by the fact that 

Mr.~Iuivah i~ a Naga from f•!ani?ur, while the majority 

of hardcore rebels hail from Nagaland. The a;Jthor also 

infers that there exiD t no agreement bet,,~eon India and 

Durma to launch a Joint offensive against the insurgento 
/ 

(officially). But both Burmese and Indian security forces 

havo s tapped up cotl!&te r-1nsurg~ ncy operattons in their 

respective areas. This dees not mean the end of insurgent 

activities in Nagaland. The in~urgents who:-:e total 

s treneth is put at 500 are \tell eq.Ui p~ad and may vell 

lreep up the struggle. 

There is no gimmick that can solve and end the 

Naga p~roplem. The problem '.>Jill '•ork itself out to its 

conclusion, but in its own time. We have observed some 

of the innerforces underlYing the 9roblem,and further 

seen that these forces cannot be summarily discounted 

or dismi£:: sed. India .. has behind her the exper1enc of 

35 years to guide her in her fulure relation ~ith the 

N agas. The government of India have gained by this exper­

ience, a clearer appreciation of the mainsprings of the 

Naga actiJn and attitudes.(and through this experience, 

Government of India has been better equip~cd to deal 

'11th s1 tuatlons in r1un1pu.r and Mizoram). The~n ·~111 not 

be as hnrsh in their judgement and reaction as thoy 
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so often have bean doing ln the past. But if the Nagas 

do cherish in their hearts ~lth sincerity the Christian 

doctrine oi forgiveness and atonoment. The working of 

the Naga problem to a happy end may yet prove to be a 

reality deeplte the bruises they have suffered. 



CQNCLUS£0N 

This problem of the Naga insurgency has been 

approached judicially. The anal.Ytical challenge lay in 
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the central theme of the thesis, Nature end patt§rn 9~ 

tosgrgensxa 4 geggraphieal ana1Yft1s, that bas been viewed 

in the contemporary conditions. In the process, it was 

evident that the insurgent leaders have inavertendlJ 

became the victims of their ovn lack or comprehension 1n 

the rapidly changing politico-geographic en~ A-ror~:ant( which 

was caused by the British withdrawal from the subcontinent 

ln 194-1, emergence ot communist China in 1949 ~ d Bangladesh 

in 1971) of the region. 

From the analysis so far, it ls vary clear that 

history, geography, economic development and socio-political 

aspects have significant impact on the insurgency 1n Naga~nd. 

There bas been no do~bt that the physical milieu bad plBfed 

a significant role in the development of Naga insurgent 

movement. Inaccessibility and the rugged topography of tbe 

state bas proved itself, in time, cond.acive as \.Jell as 

bane to the insurgent movement in Nagaland. Thus along 

with thick vegetation and low visibility among others, had 

complicated the movement, Thus it can be seen that, when­

soever such movements do not consider the hard physical 
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fact of the area concerned (despite) its initial success, 

the movement is found to fail (unless the area is r1cbl..Y 

endowed ¥1th resources). 

Although entire Nagaland (Naga bill district) 

bad come under the British influence and administration 

(excluding the unadm1n1strative area of Tuensang districtO 

there were few sections of populace who were pollticallf 

active and who remained as s ;>okesman of the movement. 

Their efforts to 1dent1t,y and distinguish themselves from 

the rest of the country was encouraged by tbe colonial 

rulers. Ethnieht.Y and distrust became the focal point. 

This suggested that the spatial arrangement must be such 

that min1mumd1stortion (psychological) may have either 

retarded or inhibited the development of the tribes and 

the unsurgent movement. Political domination,better commu­

nication facilities etc., were indirectly suggested by 

the colonial rulers as instruments which encouraged the 

tribal fear of absorption and loss of identity after 

independence. 

It can thus be said that tbe analysis of' the Naga 

underground movement and the interest of' their leaders 

clearly illustrates& 

(1) That extremist leaders resorted to tbe use of' 

force to decide the issue. It then suggested that the 
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insurgency formed a continuum by which the insurgent 

pursued their interests. However, the choice of means 

under the chtcumstances was not only their own but also 

was the fUnction of certain environmental conditions 

over ~hicb they bad no control. 

(2) The alliences and gnity between various tribes 

in the early stages of insurgency suggested that it ~as 

a means to explicate and precise the existence of commona­

lity of interest among them (either through ignorance or 

by force) and transform it into a legal obligation or the 

populace. 

It follows that among the Naga tribes, that there 

is no such large scale community of interest-common, or 

complimentary- either the unity between them ~ill break as 

was proved later (see chapter V and VI) or display their 

traditional aggressiveness which never provided a firm 

foundation. The Naga situation clearly demonstrates that 

the unity between the diverse tribes detended upon the 

d&~ration ewd success of the struggle through which the 

movement was able to achieve and retained the advantages 

so derived (as 1n the early stages). 
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The Naga ambivalence towards space complicated 

a balanced investigation. They (extremist leaders) sought 

a definite space but their politi~al background only indi­

cated itn relative weaknesses. It remains that had it 

only been peace, distance and stability that ~as needed, 

Nagaland ~ould have never been faced behavioural complexit­

ies. One can add that inherent political antagonism and 

insurgency would never be solved or achieve their purpose. 

If one does not turn sway from the reality of the situation, 

the solution to the problem has to be sought within the 

context of innate needs or the people environment and 

integration with Indian Unien. Abundance of study clearly 

illustrate, the consequence of violence which the Naga 

tribes experienced. There act1v617 defended territories 

and unchanging tribal boundaries came under new pressures 

in \o/bich their 1nt1'ans1gency was no help at all. 

Inherent in their enviromnent, was the fact that 

the diverse areas of Naga bills bad the capacity to sustain 

the population in var)'ing degrees. Neither was any damage 

inflicted by the inter-tribal conflict. Tbe onset of 

administration and subsequent policies united the var1o~s 

N e.g a tribes who began to voice tbeir political v1 ew point 

ln concert (missionaries activelY bec~e one or the rally­

ing po1ntt wbich tempered that traditional aggressiveness 



to an establish but allien administrative mores and values). 

Their political beliefc and explanation gradually intruded 

their domestic arrangements as well as other aspects. In 

short, as tar as the liagas were concerned (to a large ext­

ent iy extremist leaders as ,.rell) the phenomena or space 

gre~tly impinged upon their behaviour. 

The Nag a insurgent elements, it seems, considered 

the extension of authorit¥ as intrusion of their personnal 

space vitbout considering the tact that political environ­

ment in the world in general and the sub-continent in 

particular had undergone drastic changes. They presisted 

upon their traditional interpretation of space and district 

identity from the rest. They lacked comprehension about 

the offer of autonomy in the early phase of their struggle. 

Their insistence on reverting to situation that existed 

prior to British annexation 9nd independence only makes it 

obvious that their conceptual bases of geographical location 

and political environment was weak and tenuous. 

But any consideration bo the problem of insurgency 

in Nagaland, should necessarily consider the territorial 

propensities.Their territorial principle have remained 

effective. The territorial pattern provided a premise to 

investigate, although since late 1960's and early 1910's 
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the insurgent movement has spread to l4anipl1r, t4izoram 

and Tripura ( it V(iS present in Upper Burma which was 

eontingu1ous to these states). The stepped up counter­

insurgency operations resulted in de-territorialisation 

or the movement. From the 1nsl1rgent•s point of vie~ this 

was not followed by the conceptual subsituttes that 

coa1ld have kept the intensity of movement alive. What 

their strategy and ideological stan& failed to realise 

was that territorial manifestations and personal space 

offers adequate accommodation in Nagaland and ,.i thin the 

framework of Indian constitution. 

Viewing the distribution pattern of tribes in 

the insurgents context, onee can clearly state that social 

distance was expressed by its scattered disperssion that 

constantly discouraged the influence of allan elements, 

social space and distance in Nega.land context can be 

summed up to include an area of permanent location and 

with definite bo1Jndaries(that which is recognised by other 

Naga tribes). Their territorial behaviour vas inherent in 

their environment though certain distinct disparities 

exists. 

Again apart from the proposition of common 

political torum(?) the Naga tribal groups were separated 

from each other. The separation have been through 
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acceptance of territorial rights ( tllis has also brought 

about significant problems to the Naga inDurgents band 

in tbe Upper Burma), and group antagonism. A closer ana­

lysis clearly reveals a mosaic of territ orles that \-Jere 

discrete and their impact 1n the distribution of social 

order. The consequence of which ~as in tbe form of 

integration. It was on]3 a (common) suspicion that aided 

and abetted by the concerned parties that resulted in 

joining of forces by various Naga tribal communities 

against tbe Central Government in 19,0. 

The rears of dominance as advocated by extremist 

leaders aay at oneeend of a continuum in the early faces 

of insurgency in Nagaland. The psychological consequences 

of the inhabitants of Nagala.nd was dictated by both the 

insurgents and Government. Though dominance was expressed 

by in terms of space, restricted environment thwarted any 

definite territorial spacing between ·them. Intensity of 

the movement did not bring about any organised principle 

but parallel government of the insurgents - the Naga 

federal government (NFO). 

The formation of NFO was preceded by gradual 

emergence of an elite ~ho through their political power 

comllemplated on the controlling the social space - Nagaland 



-without sharing it. llowever, in this, the extremist 

leaders grossely miscalc~lated and came in confrontation 

with central government for a relation of dominance in 

space. liB a result, in the initial phases, the insurgency 

remained non-territorial while it continued to be domi­

nant over the tribal popu.latlon (this bas despite any 

territorial success which the insurgent ~ould have had). 

This then leads us to presume tho.t the N aga 

insurgent movement desparately needed a territor~ which 

1n turn was a consequence of a space. The need for terri-
' 

tory became imperative. However, this failure manlfes~ed 

itself a~ a political issue and insurgent elements .strove 

for recognisation and equality. 

Theoretically or practically ~ucb a stands did 

not help in territorial arrangements. The exposure ot 

deterritor1alisat1on resulted in the establishment ot 

sanctuattes across the international frontiers in Burma 
-

(this was again at the goodwill of insurgents elements 

of uppar ourma). Passing through the continuum resulted 
/ 

in the increasing conflicts ';rithin the Naga insurgents 
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movement. Insurgents environment therefore imposed serious 

limitation, failure to tackle effectively. Immensity of 



organisation resulted in either the surrender to the 

security forces or elimination. 

20~ 

Tbis then suggest,_ that t~e Naga insurgency is 

fundamente.ll.Y a conseq11ence of Naga percepation of state 

that clashed ~1th reality. Tilu political boundaries 

Yh1oh they 1nh~rited bore littlo relationship to the 

traditional tribal areas. Nonethale.!1s the Iia~a irreden­

tism has played a relatively small part an destablising 

factor in tm region. Certainly disruptive pos5ibillties 

and separatism are evident but the Naga insurgency has 

indicated that untill the pre-requ1s1tiea are full filled 

such movements can bardl.Y succeed. 

The problem of insurgents physical environment 

should not normally be beyond solution. Neither should 

incidence o! insurgency place beyond tbe powers of solution. 

But in any event the basic essence in the Naga insurgency 

dilemma reflected not the continuation of the struggle but 

concentration of powers and deeislon making apparatus in 

the state. 
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tiiNE fCINI AgAA~T 1;1J:IH HYQAj\I I THE QQYERHOR 

QF ,ASSaf 

Preamble: That the right ot the llagas to develop 
according to their freely expressed 
Wishes is reoogn1a ed. 

1. iBd!C1alJ. All cases whether Civil or Criminal 

arising between liagas in the Naga Hills be disposed 

of by duly constituted Naga court according to Naga 

customary ~a~, or such law as may be introduced ~1th 

the consent of duly recognised representative organi­

sations, save that where a sentence of tronsportatlon 

and death has been passed there ~rill beaa righ' to 

appeal to the Governor. 

In oases arising between Uagas und Non-Nagas 

in (a) Koh1ma and Mokokchung t~~n areas (b) in the 

neighbouring plains districts the judge, if not a Naga, 

\iill be assisted by a Naga assesnor. 

2. f.xecgt1Y~: The general principle is accepted 

that 'What the NHC \llill pa,y for it "'ill control. This 

principle "'111 apply equal.ly to the vork done as well 

as the staff employed \.'bile the dis tr1ct officer 1-·111 

be aP?ointed at the discretion of the Governor, sub­

divisional council ~1th a full-time Executive president, 



paid by the zmc would be repponsible to the District 

Officer for all matter~ falling within the latters 

responsibility and the Irnc for all matters falling 

within their responsibility. In regardm (a) Agricul­

tures The NNC will exercise all the povers now vested 

in the District officer, (b) C.\·;.n. The NNC t-:111 take 

over fall control; (c) K:.iucation and Forest; The NNC 

is prepared to pay for all services and staffs. 

3. JAgisJ.atur§J That no lave passed by the provi-

sional or central Legislature \1h1ch \:IOUld materially 

affect the t~,rms of this agteement or the religious 

practices of tbe Hagns shall have legal force in the 

Naga Hill vithout the consent of HHC. 

In case of dispute as to whether any law did 

so effect this agreement the matter ~ould be referred 

by the NNC t.o the Governor 1,1ho \·tould then direct that 

the law in question should not have leeal force in 

the Naga Hills pending the decision of the ~tral 

Government • 

~: That land ~lth all its resources in tho 

N aga Hill.s should not be al.ient.ed to a non-Uage. "'1 thou.t 

the consent of the tmc. 
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5. tMAtigns That the Haga National Council \/ill 

be responsible for imposition, collection and~penditure 

'f land revenue and hoasa tax and or such other taxes 

as mey be imposed by the NNC. 

6. ~oundaries: That the present administration 

division should be modified so as -

(1) to bring into the Naga ~ills district all 

the forests transtered to Slbsagar and 

l-iOlJBOng Districts in the p.ast a.1'1d 

(11) to bring under one unified administrative 

unit as far as possible all Naga.s. All the 

areas so included ~ill be ~1thin the scope 

or the present proposed agreement. 

No areas should be transferred out of the Naga 

Bills without the consent of the NNe. 

'J. Arms [t.s.t: The District officer ~ill act on the 

advice of the N at;ional Council in accordance w 1 th the 

provisions of the Arms Act. 

8. Eegulat!ons; The Chin Bill Regulnt1onmd Bengal 

Eas~ern Frontier Regulation vlll remain in force. 
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9. iJriRa of Agteement: The Governor of Assam as 

the agent of the Government of Indian Onion will have 

a special respons1b111ty for a period of ten yeara to 

ensure the due observance of this agreement; at the 

end of this period, the Nag a N at1onal Council \fill be 

asked \the thor they require the above agreement to be 

axtended~for further period, or a new agreement regar­

ding the future of the N aga people arrived at. 
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NT QF THE SH!LLON9 AQCORD 

1. The follov1ng representatives oft he underground 

organisations met the Governor of Nagaland, Shri L.P.Singh, 

represent1ng"the Government or·Ind1a at &hillong on 10th 

and 11th l1ov.1975. .. . 

'1. Shr1 I.Tenjenba. 2. 8hr1 S.Dahru 3.Shri Vecnyl,yi 

Rhalthu 4. Shr1 Z.Remyo 5. Shri M.Assa 6. Shr1 

Keviy allay. 

2. There was a series or four d1scut;s1ons. Some of 

the discussions were held ~1th the Governor alone, 3t 

Qtbers, the Governor ~as ass is ted by the tl:o advisers 

for Nf,lgaland !lhr1 M.Ramunny and H.Zopianga, and Shr1. 

l·!. J:...Kampan1 Jt.eecretar,y in the Ministry of Home J\.ffairs. 

All the membern of the Linson Committee namely Hev.Longr1, 

Ao, Dr. I1..Aram, Shri. ~. Lwlgala.ng, Bhr1 Kenneth, Kerhew 

and Shri Lungshim Shaiza, Participated in the discussion. 

3~ The following ~ere the outcome of the discusnion: 

( i) The representatives of tbe underground orga­

nisations conveyed their decision of their 

own vo1lation, to accept without condition, 

.... -J~~Ut1lt1on -:of India. 

(11) It was agreed that the erma n~· underground, 

would be brought oQt and. de;;>oaited at appropriate 



plae'es. Deta.Lls for giving effect to tbis 

agreement vill be worked out between them 

and representative of the Government, the 

necurt ty forc~s, and member~~ of the liaison 

com~ittee. 
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(iii)It was agreed tbat r~presentutive of underground 
h ... ' 

orgr.n1s at l.':n ~ hould have rcnsonnulc time to for-

CJ..llate other i!:W ue for disc us ·:1 on for final sa-

ttlenent. 

Dated, :.. Li llong 

Nov&~ber 11, 1975. 
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One of the most d1ft1cu.lt problem involved in 

writing the present work was the scarcity and unreliability 

of research material. There is no comprehensive bibliogra­

phy on the Naga insurgency(~itb geographical view point). 

The material that bas been collected in some instances has 

been co-related, while the absence or reliable material 

was relt throughout. For the benefit or succeeding research 

in the same theme a brief reswne or so11rce materials and 

problema, I have oncounted is presented bare. 

S.ourg§u 

The author baa not attempted tha ase manr of his 

sources, because either the facts presented by them was 

not substantive or tbe material they gave compel the author 

not to disclose his sources. Much of tte material thus has 

to be treated secondary. Author•s own pre-occupation and 

knowle<S.se compels many of tho sources as seeondar7 1n 

character. 

The author bas besides depended on the seoondar1 

sources for much ot his information. National library in 

Calcutta, National Archive of India, New Delhi, and other 

libraries has bean consulted at length. The anal,ys1s is 

purely author's view point and it does not at any stage is 

reflection of go•rnment of India's viEN point. 
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