THE MUGHAL NOSBILITY : A POLITICAL, ADMINISTRATIVE,
AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDY ;
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE
HINDU NOBLE ELEMENTS.

BY

SUDHIR KUMAR SINGH
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

THESIS SUBMITTED IN FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENT
OF THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

THE NORTH-EASTERN HILL UNIVERSITY

SHILLONG.
NOVEMBER, 1987



lil

ABSTHACL

<he subject of the nebility during the wedieval period
of andisn history is an interesting subject for study and
research.4t iz at the ssmetime a very naqxeatad aspect of tne
study of medieval indian history.ihe 4arxist school of histo-
'risns have hitherte not studied this particular subject.a few
non-darxist historians nave dwelt upon this subject but nave r
net studied it systeuaticaijy.+«nis particuiar aspeci of tae
/study of medieval indian history provides a grest scope for
both political andé economic historisng,because the subjecis
relevance is related to many aspecis - such ag pelitiecsal,
administrative,militery,socisi,econouic and 50 on.vne may
agsert that the study of the nobilily guring the medieval
indien pericd involves only polivical and sduministrative
thewes as the nobility was primerily a peiitical and sduminist-
retvive institutionibut when one goes deeper into the siudy
oene f{inds that economic and zocial implications are alzo
concurrently invelved wivn tne so cailed political sad miminige
trative institubionalizstion of the wedieval smdian novility.
“eaving aside \pe carly wedleval igndian nobiiity)as it is out
of the context of the sreaeat stady,%he laver medievai 4indian
or the Hughal nobility which is %ue subjeci of the present
research,can be stalec 0 be such an ianstitution which proved |
t0 be the very bLlovd-liine of wne hugﬁai—;;pire and the suwpire
developed, conselidated,and uitismately eciipsed alvong witn the
instituticn of bs noliliily,which incidentally alse underwent
the sawe hislocical Process,winiie o0l tae ssaile aad the insvi-
tution of tane ncbiii&y proved to be crucial and devriamental ¢
sach other's exisicnce.
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ihe medieval indian state,like all the state-systeus

ijiifferent ages snd places had distinct features of its
oUne of these features was the sustainence of the

principle and practice of sharing the political power and |
authority.{first and foremest,it has to be kept in mind that
the medieval indian state as a system or as an institution |
was slien to the Indian conditions as well as to its people.%
it was a system the genesis of which lay in the soil of i
Central Asia and which had been iuplanted in lndia,a forelgn\
land,by a handiul of Muslims,among tue vast multitude of
Bindug living in 4india gince tiwes immemorial,

ihe medieval period of indizn wistory has often teen
called the #uslim period of indian history by the traditional
histerians only because the “uslims were the ralers, -his
égggad has been very conveniently divided into two sub-
periodsithe period of the Yelhi Sulitans and the pariod of
the ﬂughnl emperors.tn tgztﬁﬁdxeval pasried as a whoxe,t:pre
was |a distinect eperation af(iharxng pelitical authority going
On.ﬁlt}GUHﬁ thxs sharing of power vesisd in the state -
systen was a distinctive feature of the medieval veriod as a
whola,during the sarlier peviod i% was shared by the Velni
dultans and the nobles of Leutral Asian extraction.ihey were
all suslims, ‘he nobles came alongwiih the Sultans from Central
Agisa, so that the labtier could uvtilize their help and services,
for governing an alien peopie.!n the cther hand,the cupidity
of the recaleipant nobles who heC clec snd cless ties with |

—_—

the “ultans,nad to be checked and satisfied by extending
hz;mfhem some sort of peliticel authority.lbe situstion thus
denanded an interzcitior between the two partiesyi,e.,the
wultans and bthe nobles.fech party wes using and at the zane-
time depending upen the other,'‘owever,it is significant to

note that the velhi “ultazns did not eatertain the services
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of the hindu chiefs as paritners and co-sharers of autho-
rity even though the Hindus were iune original inhabitants
of the land,and still exercised considerable influence
with the people at the grass-roots leyel.snd 1his was sige
nificant in the ultinate decline and final extinction
of the Velhi wultunate.

ihereafter came the twughals,and with them came the
very sane ideology and practice,as also ithe compulalon of

f sharlng the power in the state-systeum.Ynce agalﬁ—ggémsnared.

S

po%er—strunture\was born out of necessity as well as conp-
ulsion, ‘the Mughal rulers had to enliigt the services of the
nobles ef thaeir own land to govern the psople of an allen

S i .

V*ndustan.ﬂnd at tue ssme time Sthe Mughal emperors had to
o
check and satisfy the fissiperous desires of the nobility
to keep it under effecvive contrel and submission,but {he
mughal emperors were different,in se much as they realized
that witnout the help and co-ocperation of the liindus,the
pogitiorn of the empire would be insecure in a land predon-
inantly inhabited by the Bindus.ence the “ughal sought
and enlisted the paweg dindw chiefs for the byghel imperiasl
service, ~hus the m@dleval indizn state wac » unique political
;er&anlsatmen wherein the highest pover was not remaining
' with the emperors bub wes being shared by otherg or the

2

nobles.it was a unique situatien beeaunse ne parsllel in Y
history csn he traced,4if we try to seck o gimilarity w1t~€

‘ the western medieval pcliticel institutions wherein the
institution of the nebility wes eoxisteni,ene may maintain
tnat there woe no similarity between the two becmuse in thei
west the nobility came up due to the weskness ef the kings,}

ihe feudal lerde end barors came to share political power [

|
i
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due to the increasing weakness of the kings and not due
to the circumstances prevailing in the medieval indian ]
state,

inus the problem of the ughal nobility is a multi-
faceted problem which is not shorn of allied probleams such
as political,sdministrative,military,and social and economice
lience a study of the Mughal nobility becomes all the wore
imperative in the light of tiue above mentioned circumstences,

the topic of the present research is " the Mughal
nobility: & political,aduminisirative and socio=econoumic
studyiwith special refsrence %ou the ‘iindu noble elements ",
the study begins with the study of the rise 6f the nobility
as o significant factor in the politicnl condition of
medieval india.ihe source of the nobiliiy is traced to
Ceniral 4sian origin,and its instituilonalisation in india
undar the <uslim kings is determinea by the contemporary
circumstances which wers peculiar as also due to the {g&g@ig

——

characier of the meuleyal Lna;an aJaueAJnm nebility was not

——

only a pOllilCdl group but it was a social facter as well,
in the mediavali iudian,stabte.lhese two facts were responsible
to give it the crucial place which ii received in the

medieval lIlndian state.ine study here-aiter deal2 with the

i

composiiion and orgauisation of She medieval indian nobilitye.

L

ihe transmutory character of %he composition of the Mughal

nobility is underlined,while the orgovisstion of the Mughal

nobility is discugsed, boning te the Hizdu constituent of the
i the precead gltudy hag discusssd in detail

be
BE
'the role and status of ihe Sajpuls aud the Farathes within

i o v < R el .
| the confines of the hughkal nobaliiiy,end concludes that these
l

|ﬁ1ncu noble elenents piayed & crucial rcle in the consolidation

5

fand eclipse of the Hughsl erpire.ihe roile of the nobility in
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the fughal adwinisiration has been studied end it has
bsen concluded thet there was no branch er motivily eof
the administration which was nel oul of (he perviphery
of the fughal nohility. ks “ughal wobilily was a potent
force in the econony of the empire both as patrons and

——

paciicipents.

she getivities of the “ughal nebility in the
contemporary trading snrd commercial sctivities of the
empire have b;EE analysed.ihﬁ activitiens and role exsa
cubed by the Sughel nebility in the ifsperial secial
structure heve been discussed and She seoial significasce
of thie aristecratic clzss in the building up ef ithe
empire has been saalysed.vnn of ithe broad conclisions
arrived =t is that the Sughal nobility wes next only o
the “ughal emperers in the fugnal state.+hus the bugual |
nobility hes been viewed upon as the wosd deweriul facter
in the empire's strength and power and alse in its eve-
ntual disintegration in which the jagirdari crisis played

70 @wean pars.



