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“Justice is the sum of-all morl duty.”

~ William Godwin
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Farmers’ protest & NDA response
THE farmers’ protest entered the fifth day on Mon-
day even while the protesters threatened to block
all five entry points to the national capital. Com-
muters have been put to great inconvenience but
the farmers too have reached the end of their tether.
The Central Government has said that it will talk to
the farmers only if they move to the Burari ground
but farmers are adamant that they will not accept
any conditionality to the talks. The protestors had a
meeting on Monday evening to discuss their next

course of action.

What’s angering the farmers is the Prime Minis-
ter’s unwillingness to listen to theu' point of view.
Instead, the Prime Minister is trymgto explain the
‘benefits’ of the Farmer’s Act. The farmers feel
slighted that the PM who is no farmer is explaining
to them about an Act they consider adversanal to
their cause. Interestingly, the farmers had given a

60daynoticesayingtheywouldprooeedtoDélhiif

the NDA Govemment does not listen to their griev-
ance and only when their pleas fell oh deaf ears dld

they march to Dethi.

Home Minister Amit Shah has offered to hold

talks with the farmers on December 3.but only if

they move to the Burari Grounds and do not ob-
struct the highways to Delhi. It is difficult to under-
stand why December 3 has been scheduled for talks

when a crisis is brewing. On Monday a meeting of

over 30 farmer groups was held to discuss Amit

Shah’s offer for talks. How‘evegthelhousands. of

protesters had refused to budgé and spent another
night in the cold at the Singhu and Tikti border points.
Their representatives had said that Amit Shah's con-
dition that they shift the protest is not acceptable
and claimed Burari ground is an "openjail". - .
Over the last five days, thousands of farmets,

braving water cannons, tear gas and barricades of
the Haryana police, have reached the borders of

Delhi. While some of them have managéd to enter
the city, the rest are sitting at the border areas, say-
mgﬂleyarereadytodowhatrttakesto seetheend

of the three farm laws passed by parliament earlier

this year. The farmers’ protest has affected supply
of vegetables to Delhi and other States leadmg to

rise in prices.

What is of greater concem is that the country is
in the midst of the Covid pandemic and farmers are
without masks and also exposed to the cold. This
could lead to serious consequences. It remains to
be seen if the NDA Government is willing to roll
back the Act or will stick to its guns. Who will win
this battle of nerves will be revealed post Decem-
ber3bmmﬂ1emeannmetheNDAseenlstobeon

the back foot.

Press reporters
as ping-pong
Editor,

As an ardent readesr of
your esteemed daily, I find

some of your reports hlghly :

confusing. Take for in-
stance, the opposition alle-
gation that the state is go-

ing to lose Rs 100 crore for

certain alleged manipula-
tions in the Power Depart-
ment. The allegation was

made by the Opposition

both in the media and on the
floor of the Assembly and
quite expectedly the ruling
side flatly denied them. Sub-
sequently, the Leader of the
Opposition renewed his al-
legations in the media
which was once again ve-
hemently denied by the
Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma. This is intriguing
to me. I wonder on which
side lies the truth. These
allegations are serious not
just because the amount is

huge for a small cash- :

starved state like ours but
because the charges are
specific in some respects.
According to your report
appearing on November 28
under the heading "Ma-
nipulation in Power pro_)ects

costs state BRs 100 crare,” it -

appears that something
fishy is going on in the
Power Department. The

very next day, your paper
carried the rejoinder. issyed

) by the Chlef Mmlster under

the caption "No manipula-
tions in Power projects,
says Conrad". Such flip-

- flop reports are c¢ausing

more confusion and do not

- help inremoving the air of
suspicion. Of the two -

Conrad Sangma and Mukul
Sangma one is speaking the
truth. The question is whxch
one? . -

- As an’ mdcpendem
minded citizen, 1 wonder

why Dr Mukul Sangma,-if -

he was so sure of his facts,
-did not take legal course by

‘filing FIR or moving the

court.of law, He has reeled
out soine statistics of over-

charging of electrical equip-
ment. His charges in this

_respect are specific. Why

he can't adopt a different
tactic to take the matter to
its logical -end is beyond

me. Is he not sure of his

facts? Is he shooting in the
dark?.Or is he scared that
some of his own omissions
anid commissions would
come under focus?
Thg other striking fea-
ture of this battle of attri-
tion between the two lead-

- ers is that the chief minister

while flatly. denying the
charges has clearly

launched a countet-offen-.

sive agginst his bete noire.
Conrad Sangma has.clev~

“erly tried to pay Mukul

Sangtna back in his own
coin when he brought up
m prostitution scam ifi &

A surge in population
over the years is impacting
a healthy and equitable
structure for all citizens.
While healthcare has been
an area of grave concemn as
its reach hasn’t kept pace
with demand, another sec-
tor is the judiciary, where
inadequate infrastructure
has led to litigations remain-
ing pending for years to-
gether. Moreover, it is com-
pounded by the fact that
with inter-personal and in-
ter-societal relations getting
complicated the individual
has lost his cooperative
spirit to live in peace and
harmony, leading to a spurt
in legal cases.

It is often said, and per-
haps rightly so, that the rich
and the powerful have, over
the decades; been getting
the benefits of the judicial
system. Obviously, they
have the wherewithal to en-
gage lawyers and run the
case for years together. Peo-
ple from low income groups,
including EWS, neither
have the financial strength
nior the time to fight a case
even when injustice is be-
ing done against him and
his family.

Additionally, the top ju- -

diciary lately has been seen
to be courting controversy.

Recall the Supreme Court

issuing a contempt notice
against activist and lawyer
Prashant Bhushan over a

‘tweet about the Chief Jus-

tice of India. It said: “We are,
prima facie, of the view that

the aforesaid statements on.

Twitter have brought the
administration of justice in
disrepute and are capable of
undermining the dignity
and authority of the Institu-
tion of the Supreme Court
in general and-the office of
the CJI in particular in the
eyes of the public at large.”
With Bhushan refusing to
apelogise, the court im-
posed a token fine of Rs 1
and said if he failed to do
so, he would have to un-

. dergo three months’ prison

sentence and would be de-
barred from legal practice for
three years. Importantly, the
_{ International Commission of
Jurists (ICJ), an international
NGO that defends human
rights and rule of law world-

wide, considered Bhushan’

conviction for contempt to

| be inconsistent ‘with inter-

national standards on free-
dom of expression and role
of lawyers. It had stated that
the conviction has a chill-
ing effect on the exercise of

protected freedom of ex- .

pression in India and thus,
urged a review of the laws
and standards on criminal

prlvate guest house at
Kenches Trace owned by

*Mukul Sangma's Home

Minister. This may be politi-
cally expedient and shoot-
ing the opposition from the

-hips, but readers like us,

have been left wondering
why the Chief Minister
chose not to repudiate the
specific charges of over-bill-

- ing in Power Department. He

could have easily released
‘documentary evidence to
settle the matter once and
for all. The million dollar
question is why 'didn't he do
so? That answer only
Conrad Sangma can give.
However, | wonder why
your reporters (or for that
matter any reporter) cannot
seek documentary evidence

. from those who make alle-

-gations and those who deny
them. Press is supposed to
be fearlessly neutral. In this
case, they are being used as
ping-pongs by the two main
political players. I would ex-
pect the reporters to seek
evidence before putting out
such reports whether it be

_an allegation or rebuttal

Can we expect, The
Shillong Times to take the
fead in this respect and un-
earth the truth? In today's
world, it is not a difficult ask.
RTI can be made use of. Or
confront the two Sangmas
to provide documentary evi-
dence of what they are
claiming to be factual. This
torture of your readers must
be brought to a close.

Judicial System

Overhaul credlblhty,
strength

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

contempt as applied by In-
dian courts,

Also recently, social me-
dia went viral and raised
questions on Supreme
Court’s-urgent hearing of
Arnab Goswami, Editor-in-
Chief, Republic TV’s peti-
tion. As is well known, the
TV channel has been bla-
tantly supporting Govern-
ment policies and pro-
grammes and has recently
trained his guns against the
Maharashtra government
under Uddhav Thackeray,
whose police had arrested
him in an old suicide case.

It promoted President,
Supreme Court Bar Associa-

tion Dushyant Dave to write .

a letter to the court’s Secre-
tary-General protesting
against this urgent hearing:
He wrote against “selective
listing” of matters by the
Registry and even called it
a ‘gross abuse of adminis-
trative power’: “The serious
issue here is selective list-
ing of matters that the reg-
istry under your leadership
is indulging in for last eight

months during COVID pan-

demic, While thousands of
citizens remain in jails, lan-
guishing for long periods
while their matters filed be-
fore the Supreme Court are
not getting listed for weeks
and months, it is, to say the
least, deeply disturbing as
to how and why every time

Goswami approaches the-

Supreme Court, his matter
gets listed instantly.”

Indeed, it is an unfortu-
nate reality that there are
thousands of poor and des-
titute undertrials, without
heavyweight lawyers or in-
fluential supporters, who
continue to languish in
prison for years, without
getting heard. As per avail-
able data, there are more ex-
amples of such cases listed
urgently in the apex court

- Yours etc.,
Jonathan C,
Via email

Covid Vaccine
Editor ,

When one raises any .

question about this pan-
demic, one tends to get del-
uged by a vast sea of facts
and figures, mostly of ris-
ing number of cases and
deaths. The fact that this
disease has a recovery rate
of about 95 % in India tends
to get overlooked if noticed
at all. Now a number of
questions again assail me.
Is a vaccine necessary for
any disease with this high a
recovery rate? Are these
hastily assembled vaccines
safe? A lot of rumours
abound of severe reactions
having been seen in the
early volunteers. Is there
any truth in this? Why are
the trials for these vaccines
being carried out in third
world countries such as In-
dia? Are we the Guinea
pigs?

According to a report

_published in the Lockdown

Sceptics, and reproduced
by Prashasthi Awashthi in
The Hindu Business line on
Nov 28, Michael Yeadon,
the former vice president
and chief scientist of Pfizer
claims that the Covid pan-
demic is effectively over
and there’s no need for a
vaccine. He goes on to add
that you do not vaccinate
people who aren't at risk.

during the lockdown.
Moreover, there are 4098 bail
applications pending in the
Bombay high court and
37,245 such applications in
eight major High Courts

combined (as on June end, -

2019). The institutional prob-
lem remains unaddressed
but delays in the case of po-
litical prisoners are only its
most visible symptoms.
The question that arises

is obviously the need to pro-

vide equal justice to all
quickly and fairly. This is the
basic reform needed for the
judiciary and therefore it’s
urgent for more judges to be
appointed, at least in the
High Courts and the Su-

preme Court. It goes without
saying that keeping the
country’s judicial heritage in
mind, the personal liberty of
the wrongly incarcerated
needs to be given uppermost
importance. How can we ac-
cept the fact that we have a
system that makes it accept-
able for those who hold
views unpalatable to the
government to be arrested

without reason. and evi<:

dence?

Over the years, it is an
accepted fact that not just
the poor but even the mid-
dle class may not be able to
find justice from the judici-
ary. The expansion of the ju-
diciary has not taken place
to the extent necessary and
obviously that has resulted
in piling up cases in high
courts, district courts, ses-
sions courts, etc.

Another important aspect
which has been a cause of

serious concern is the al-
leged dwindling lack of in-’

dependence of the judiciary
over the years. There is a
growing worry that right
from the grass-root level, the
will to improve the system is
lacking thus impacting, what
activists would term neutral

You also do not set about
vaccinating millions of fit
and healthy people with a
vaccine that hasn't been ex-
tensively tested on human
subjects.

So can we conclude that

.this fear of a second wave is

being created to fuel sales of

vaccines by vaccine manu-.

facturers to force people to
go for a vaccine — a thing
they might not ordinarily do.
The greatest tragedy will
only be if governments the
world over make vaccination
for Covid compulsory. This
would simply gobble up
scarce resources and reduce
spending on preventive care

and other more pressing’

health issues
. Yours etc.,
Dr. Tridib Kakoty
Veterinary surgeon
Shillong

Business
persons not
against ILP

Editor,

Itis saddemng that when-
ever there are any grievances
against the. Government, we
the business community are
targeted for no fault of ours.
Take the example of Decem-
ber last year when shops and
business persons were at-
tacked without any reason,
and again this year too there
are a few incidents. To be
honest we have no interest
in Government affairs and re-

and judicious verdicts.
However, this is not to un-
dermine some very valuable
verdicts of the Supreme
Court as also some High
Courts specially relating to
social, environmental and
other related issues.

The coveted place where
the judicial system used to
stand has changed mainly
due to lack of promptness
in disposal of cases. Obvi-
ously -the situation would
not have been so if there
had been adequate judicial
officers and sub-divisional
magistrates at the lower
level and the poorer sec-
tions got prompt justice,
say at least within 3 year or
50. Apart from the Centre,

which unfortunately has

not made this top priority,
the States are equally re-
sponsible in ignoring the
judiciary. In such a sitaa-
tion, there is need for action
and just highlighting the
penidency of cases will not
solve the mattet’ All States
should be asked to expand

& the judicial system by at’
- least 10 per cent within a’

year. To start with, all va-
cancies need to be ﬁlled on
a war footing within a time
frame of six months. There

has also been a good pro-

posal through a PIL re-

cently in the apex court, |
seeking re-employment of |

retired judges in SC and

High Courts to fill the large |

number of vacancies and |
speed up justice dehvery £
on basis of Articles 128.and | .~

224A of the Constitution.

Even the Attorney Gen- |

eral of India, has stated that

the Courts of Appeal (CoA) .
must be set up in four re=

gions of the country to ad-
judicate appeals against
High Court verdicts: to pro-

vide citizens better aCcess: «

to justice and ease the enor:

"mous case burden on:the
Supreme Court to make it"

the . truly constitutional

court, as envisaged by the |

Constitution framers. He

even proposed that each’
CoA should have around 15°

judges who should fulfil the
same legibility criteria of SC
judges. Whether the Centre
does it or not, the demand
for setting up an independ-
ent commission not by the

government but by the’
_ Chief Justice of India re~
garding the pendency of’

cases as also how the poor

can approach and get jus-

tice ‘within a specific time’
frame must grow louder. It’s

time for people and the civil |

society to stand up for their
rights to be protected by

this branch of the system. -

---INFA

quest all concerned to ig-
nore us as we just want to
do business in peace and
are not conceried with mat-
ters like ILP, so stop target-
‘ing us. Further we request
the Deputy Commissioner
(DC) to inform us of the list
of genuine NGOs as every
year people come to ask do-
nation, some even threaten-
ing us. We are not against
giving donations for a good
cause but that should go to
genuine organizations. So
will the DC instruct every
organisation to take permis-
sion and get an NOC from

the Headman of every local- |

ity. Also, no one should be
forced to pay. I further re-
quest the Government and
MLAs to provide us secu-
rity. We voted for you for a
reason, so please fulfill your
responsibility.

" Yoeurs etc;,
Name withheld on request,

IfIwerea

painter
Editor,

If 1 were an artist, ] would

take the ILR (Inner Line
Regulation) as my canvas
in which the background is
Section 7 and 3l other Sec-
tions to fill-in the rest of the
canvas wherever appropri-
ate without spoiling it.
Yours etc.,
Morning Star Sumer
Shillong — 2
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tion: Only industr

flourished during Coy;gl
| India tops list of

Asia’s most
corrupt natlons

By K Raveendran

It does not matter if Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala

 Sitharaman and the man-

darins in North Block
agree or not, it is official
that India is in recession.
Data released by the Na-
‘tional Statistica] Office
revealed that India’s
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) contracted 7.5 per-
cent in the July-Septem-
ber period, a major con-
traction for the second
consecutive quarter,
which makes it a reces-
sion technically and oth-

erwise. The conclusion is

only ¢onfirmation as the

Reserve Bank of India

{RB1) had earlier esti-
‘mated that the economy
will contract by 9.5 per-
cent for the full fiscal year.

But there is one In-
dian industry that has
flourished—even in the-

height of Covid pandemic

ahd - the . national
lockdown, which devas-
tated the entire economy.

And that is corruption,

More  interestingly, it
turns out that corruption
as_an industry has an in-
versely proportional rela-
tionship with economic

‘progress. As such, when
" the economy does badly,

corruptlon increases.

- This is what bears. out
in the findings of the lat-
est report of Transpar-
ency International for
Asia, named Global Cor-
ruption Barometer Asia

N 2020, The conclusions

were based on a survey
conducted between June
and September this year,
‘when the impact of the
lockdown was perhaps at
the peak. The survey
covered 20,000 partlcx-
pants.

‘The results showed

‘that India has the highest

‘bribery rate of 39 per cent
in the region. Nearly one
in in five citizens =-19 per
cent -- who came into con-
tact with the police, iden-
tity papers and document

offices or utilities, used

their personal connec-
tions to receive a service.

The report identified
slow and complicated bu-
reaucratic process, unnec-
‘essary red tape and un-
clear regulatory frame-
works as the primary rea-
son forcing citizens to
seek out alternate solu-
tions to access basic serv-
ices through networks of
familiarity and petty cor-
ruption. Nearly a quarter
of respondents said they
had no option but to pay
bribe as it was demanded.

There are a few highly
disturbing findings in the

‘survey, which showed

how deeply entrenched
this great bane is into the
Indian society. A majority
-- 63 per cent -- thought
that if they reported cor-
ruption, they would suf-
fer retaliation. Another
equally disturbing finding

is that young people aged

18 to 34 are considerably .
more likely than people - -
aged 55 or ovet to pay &
bribe or use personal con- < -

nections to get their

things done. This shows.

that the new genetration is
getting sucked into the
black hole of corruption,.

leaving no scope for- ‘hope o

even in the future.

Corruption is a cancer
that is eating into the vi~
tals of the Indian nation .-
and people are paying a
heavy price in terms of a-
huge opportunity loss and: . |
the fruits of freedom that?
have been denied to them =
for ever. Policy planners = . -

vyould do well to take 8:

affliction, which is myuc
wotse than coronavirus
anythmg similar,:

G

It is not buliet trains off §

Martian missions that the

country needs right fiow,.

it is basic solutions to the

.vices that are retardmg mu

progress as -a natio
Technology is a great as-

set, but it becomes mean-. -
ingful only wheh it can’
transform the. lives of
common people. Other- .
wise, it will remain the pre-
serve of the privileged'
few, leaving only:the:
crumbs for people at large.

It may be time for the
revival of a national move-

‘ment against corruption,”

an instance of which wes

~awry in the previous dee--
ade. Anti-corruption ctu=-
sader Anna Hazare's. agis,
tation that began in 201
was a watershed eventin .-
contemporary history as it -~

provided a channel for

people's frustration to

find expression. The re-

sponse to Anna's call had

gone much beyond his
own expectations and the:

single event snowballed .
into a national movemént =

against corruption, nepo-
tism and government apa~
thy towards people's
grievances.
though all the pefit-up

frustrations were waiting

for a vent and Anna's agi-
tation provided an ideal
opportumty The blggest
irony of the agitation is
that the BJP, the biggest
beneficiary of the agita-
tion, helping it to be

swept power in 2014, and . .
now for a second: teem, - .
has turned the perpetrator -
that it was supposed to -
fight. The NDA's priorities .’

are on a tangent and

meant to drive the saffron

agenda, but without any
bearing on the life of com-

mon people. National se-

curity and patriotism are
no doubt emotional is-
sues, but when tife be-
comes miserable to lead,

there are other more im- -

portant things. And the
BJP government has been
a complete failure on this
front. (IP4 Service)

S

It° was ‘as.
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“In any merger, when you have large
organisations coming together, there will
be challenges in terms of culture.”

- Ajay Piramal
The Shillong Times
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Controlled covid curbs
STARTING this month, a new set of Covid-19
guidelines is in place. Home Ministry directives make
it clear that restrictions can be imposed by local
authorities in their jurisdictions, depending on the
emerging situations. Situations differ from region to
region and from city to city. This is the right way
forward to limit the spread and allow economic and
social activities to carry on in a guarded manner
across the country.

A wholesale imposition of curbs in the forms of
lockdown and shutdown has proven to be disas-
trous at the very start, since March end this year.
There was little understanding as to how the pan-
demic would behave at that time. Now, the world
is more enlightened as to how a balance is drawn
between checking the virus spread and keeping
economic activities in good shape. This is no time
for a blame-game as to what went wrong; this is
time to collectively push for an early exit from the
scourge of this Chinese-inspired virus.

Curfew can be imposed where need be; as in
Ahmedabad in the post-Diwali days, and in Punjab
as well. Less-affected areas can still feel free. The
curbs are being progressively eased in the past few
months after the hard-edged approach in the initial
months. Borders can no more be sealed, as the new
advisory stresses, and inter-state movement need
not be curtailed. This is important to push the en-
gines of growth. Train services must eventually re-
turn to normal; so should air traffic. Schools need
to return to normal classes but priority is on the

health of the kids. Swimming pools etc., can wait |-

for the situations to ease as they are not an essential
part of daily life. Health is more important. In fact,
the new gmdehnes have allowed ali normal activi-
“ties in areas other than containment zones.:

The pharma firms involved in the production of
vaccines are seriously taking matters forward. A
legal challenge has come from one volunteer; which
was only to be expected. Yet, it needs be ascer-
tained whether the safety of individuals taking
vaccines would be compromised. A cent per cent
guarantee is out of question. The visit by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to three pharma firms a
few days ago shows the government is raising its
state of preparedness vis-a-vis storage distribution
and jabs.

India’s active Covid Positive cases now stand at | -

4,35,000 plus cases. The national capital reported
a 30-plus per cent rise in Covid-positive cases in
November alone, while the fatalities rose by 29 per
cent. This shows the gravity of the present situa-

tion.

Traditional industrial houses ill-prepared for the task

Raghumm Rajan has valid points
in opposmg cmpomtes in banks

All of a sudden, a recom-
mendation of an internal
working group of the Re-
serve Bank of India has
raised a storm of contro-
versy. The working group
has suggested allowing In-
dia’s corporate houses to
float commercial banks.

When you mention cor-
porate houses it conjures
up an idea of big business
groups having a chain of
companies manufacturing
from the so-called safety
pins, to steel, to motor cars,
to textiles with sundry other
businesses thrown in. into
maze of inter-connected en-
tities. But basically these
were industrial units, which

had pre-empted licences for §

manufacturing a host of

items in the licence-permit |

Raj days.

Ironically enough, I re-

membered a recent conser-
vation at an embassy recep-
tion in the capital when a
diplomat from western Eu-

rope recounted to me his |

frustration around buying a
garden umbrella. He told me,

“try it out, you will not get §

an Indian made garden um-

‘brella in any of the mar-

kets”.

Why garden umbrella,
think of daily necessities,
can you get an Indian-made
stuff even if you want. Elec-
trical gadgets are almost
universally being imported

from China and labelled with |
{ names of Indian companies.

You get Bajaj fans made in
China, electric kettles made
in China labelled with some

other Indian brand name, -

toasters, irons, mixers;
kitchen chimneys, name it.

soaps and toiletry items.
Sony makes our TV sets,
Suzuki, Honda, Hyundai,

Morris Garage (which has

been bought over by China
recently), Toyota make the
‘most‘nuthiber of cars for us.
Gilette makes shaving ra-
zors. Air conditioners are

' made by LG Samsung, Na-

tional Panasonic, Daikin,
Carriers and only occasion-
ally a Voltas or Blue Star.

. Mr Kamal Nath is busy
politicking, rather than run-
ning his family concern
EMC, which used to manu-
facture transmission towers.

The first question is
where are the Indian indus-
trial or large corporate
houses, excepting one or
maybe two. And everyone
knows which is at least the
one exception!

Hardly, any of the so-
called old houses which
were big names in say, 1950
101980, are any longer really
big onhes. They have either
shrunk in size and influence,
if not altogether withered

‘| away. Do you readily re-

member the Birlas, the

Unilever makes all the .

By Anjan Roy

Modis, DCM, Bajaj's,
Wadias, Singhanias,
Poddars, Jalans, and so
forth of yesterdays. Those
which have managed to stay
afloat are no longer among,
say, the top twenty large
houses in the country. Their
places have been usurped
by others, mostly in the tech-
nology sector. This is symp-
tomatic of the changing na-
ture of present day global

economy. In the USA, Ford
Motor Company, General
Motors, or ev en iconic GE,
are any longer the big
corporates. Their market
capitalisation pales in com-
parison with = Google-
Facebook, Amazon and, rest
of their ilk.

In India, Flipkart had
commanded a huge pre-

mium which soared far be-
yond any of the conven-
tional groups. Infosys is a

big name and of all the Tata -

Group companies, it is TCS
which' is in public gaze
rather than TISCO which
used to be the flagship. It is
the upstarts of the start-up
sector that dominate the cor-

porate narrative today.

The industrial houses
have split and got splintered,
not having too much money
to splurge. Many of the big
names would not even have
the initial money to cough
up for starting a big bank.
As for political influence,
most of them do not have
any. Long drawn out family
squabbles and partitions
have drained them of their

e cerns. If there were occa- |

b

resources. Individual wings
are no longer that important
and influential.

The sad thing is India’s
industrial houses are on a
path to extinction. Manufac-

turing in India as such is’

weaving a withering pattern.
India’s manufacturing sector
is being.replaced by Indian
subsidiaries of multinational

corporations, Surely, we do
not mean to bring them into

" starting banks in India. .

What is needed today is
a revival plan for the corpo-

rate houses by encouraging

them into big-time manufac-
turing. We have misérably
failed to launch manufactur-
ing in India, despite the em-

phasis on “Make in India”.
Their energies might not be
useful in promoting new
banks.

But that does not mean
that the Indian corporate
houses should not be use-
ful in promoting banks. In
fact, fresh corporate in-
volvement would be retrac-
ing what was there previ-
ously before nationalisa-
tion. Tatas used to own and
control Central Bank of In-
dia and Birlas were owners
of United Commercial Bank.

In their heydays, these
banks were not sound in-
stitutions, not weaklings

. that most of the public sec-
Mtor banks are today. De-

spite being art of corporate
houses, their loan portfolios

Mwere not as much influ-

enced by political dictates
as by pure commercial con-

sional black sheep in banks,

Zthese were confined to the
msmaller ones.

The issue is one of ring-

 fencing. How are banking

operations . of large
corporates isolated from
their other operations if
corporates are allowed in.
Corporate banks have to be
protected from the other op-
erations of their promoters
as much as the public sec-
tor banks are to be pro-
tected from the politicians

.. of the ruling party. - .
}  Who would not know

how the rot in directed lend-
ing begun under the stew-
ardship of Janardhana

ister of finance, who started
the “loan melas”. Board
members of public sector
banks were invariably from
political parties and they di-
rected banks to lend money
to the select contacts. °

V.P. Singh, was the most

forceful advocate of loan |
’walver unmedlately aﬁer he |
“left as finance Thinister in

Rajiv Gandhi'government, I
have seen myself how
Chairmen of the largest

. banks were summoned to

banking division office on
Parliament Street and made
to sit for hours to meet joint
secretaries.In a scenario like
this if we get an application’
from Mr Narayanmurthy of

~ Infosys for starting -a full

scale bank or the chairman
of TCS to utilise their mas-
sive spare reserves to fund
a new bank, could that be a
precursor to an altogether

-financial disaster in train.

Raghuram Rajan has
raised  huge questions
around the Reserve Bank’s
recommendations and has
sent a powerful salvo
against the proposal from
his citadel in Chicago. The
issue is complex and needs

“a thorough discussion. (IPA

Service).

TO THE EDITOR J

awaiting the much desired
bail. In a word, we have to
be convinced that Goswami
is one of the many journal-

SC’s bail for
Arnab

Goswami! ists, very fortunate!
Notwithstanding the fact
Editor that Goswami was once a

Arnab Goswami who
was arrested by the
Mumbai Police on Novem-
ber 4, last for having been
accused in being an abet-
tor in the suicide of a 33 year
old interior designer, Anvay
Naik and the latter’s mother
in 2018 as he was charged
under Sections 306 and 34
of the Indian Penal Code.
However, sooner than later,
the Apex Court granted him
bail in a record time of one
week, that is, on November
11, last. This specific action
of SC has unmistakably un-
leashed a flutter in social
circles and a great deal of
misgivings in the psyche of
the conscientious citizens.
Oddly, in the wake of
Goswami’s arrest a hue and
cry was raised by the BJP
members, not excluding
prominent Union Ministers,
as they opined that it was
nothing sort of an attack on
the press and free speech
at that, but these social jus-
tice warriors are oblivious
of the fact that many fellow-
journalists, like Goswami,
are still incarcerated and

resident of Shillong, capital
of Meghalaya, like me, but
sadly I hold no brief for him
anymore given that his Re-
public channel has virtually
turned out to be a level play-
ing field for those at the
helm, thus defeating the
very essence of true jour-
nalism and thereby border-
ing on the contours of yel-
low journalism. Hence I
have long since abstained
myself from being his avid
listener from those days
when he was with the Times
Now news channel at the
fag end of his association
with the latter, when he had,
perhaps unwittingly, exhib-
ited telltale signs of being
biased in anchoring politi-
cal debates!
Yours etc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh,
Via email

Political
maturity

Editor,
The war of words be-

tween the UDP General

Secretary, Jemino Mawthoh
and AL Hek of the BJP and
the Health Minister was in-
teresting. Hek is a seasoned
politician and weighs his
words carefully. He cor-
rectly stated that in politics
there are no permanent
friends or enemies. AL Hek
had left the BJP when he felt
that it made better sense to
join the Congress then. Later
he moved back to the BJP

and that too was a calcu-

lated move since Hek knows
that with the BJP in power
at the Centre it made better
sense for him to be with the
winning side. Hek had also
calculated that the Congress
would not be returning to
power in Meghalaya, what
with the party in disarray at
the national level. Politics
is a game at best and all that

gibberish about serving the
- people is secondary. Wise

people work at getting re-
elected and make very cal-
culated moves towards that
end. Hek has done that and
also expanded his business,
because it’s not possible to
win elections if one has no
money and does not own a
business or several busi-
nesses. Name one politician
in Meghalaya today who is
also not doing business as
a primary occupation and
politics/governance as.a
secondary one.

Jemino Mawthoh served
the people well and brought
in development schemes in
his constituency but that

“did not seem good enough

for the people of his con-
stituency. They did not give
him a second tenure. He
contested the Lok Sabha
election and lost to the Con-
gress candidate and sitting
MP Vincent Pala.- Then the
MDA proposed his name
for the Rajya Sabha seat but
the NPP pushed its own
nominees to the Upper
House. It’s as' good as a

betrayal by the NPP which.

should have consulted all
partners before nominating

its state president to the .

Rajya Sabha.

Now as General Secre-
tary of the UDP, Mawthoh
is placed in a peculiar situa-
tion where he has to defend
all the allegations of corrup-
tion in the MDA Govern-
ment of which his party is
an ally. The UDP had to do-

something similar when it -

had aligned with the Con-
gress to form the govern-
ment in Meghalaya. That
Mawthoh should tell the
BIJP to leave the coalition
just because the Party was
pointing out at corruption
is an immature reaction. He
would have been better off
keeping quiet. Acts of cor-
ruption cannot be con-

doned by any political party

even if it is part of a coalition

because ultimately it is the

party that is answerable to

the people and not individual
MLASs/ministers.

Yours etc.,

Timothy Sawkmie,

Viaemail

Why this
push for
homogeneity?

Editor,

While a top profile Indian
leader scandalously an-
nounces that "criminals can
be identified by their dress,"
thereby demonising a large

section of Indians who are
as indigenous to India as
the die-hard saffronites,
Jacinda Ardern the New
Zealand PM .ensures promo-
tion of a dress associated
with people who are basi-
cally settlers in New the
country. When sporting of
hijab is being prohibited,
discouraged or frowned
upon by many non-Islamic
countries around the world,
New Zealand has proved it-
self as a bright exception in
this regard. By its decision
of inducting the hijab as
part of police uniform, New
Zealand has shown the
world what the essence of

democracy is all about. In
India there are attempts to
kill diversity so as to estab-
lish a homogeneous way of
life which is actually noth-
ing but a crude desire of
ensuring cultural domi-
nance of the majority or
"mainstream" through lan-
guage race and religion. An
ideal democracy strives to
literally accord equal sta-
tus to each and every lin-
guistic religious cultural
groups residing within the
country respecting their
ethos sentiments sensitivi-
ties attire to dietary habits.
India, under the ever in-
creasing grasp of forces
practicing the parochial im-
perial philosophy - of
"Hindi, Hindu Hindustan"
and all other believers of
majoritarian mindset
around the world should
learn from New Zealand
and Jacinda Ardern what
respect towards diversity
and sentiment of minorities
is all about.
Yours etc.,
Kajal Chatterjee,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views‘of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong
Times

Poojary, then a deputy min- .

Government’s apathy
pushing more to
Corona infection

By Dr. Arun Mitra

With the onset of win-
ter there is surge in the
COVID cases. Delhi is al-
ready getting nearly 8000
cases every day. Now the
cases are rising in other
parts of the country as well.
This is time when govern-
ment needs to be very cau-
tious, sympathetic and in
solidarity with the people so
as to minimize the number
of cases and prevent deaths
by giving timely medical
care. People should take
preventive measures like
washing hands sanitizing
hands wearing masks, keep-
ing physical distance and
avoid going to crowded
places. These are important
because it is a highly con-
tagious infection. The. doc-
tors have warned about it

several times.
In one of his addresses
to the nation the Prime

‘Minster had said that we

should convert the COVID
crises into Opportunities al-
though he did not specify
the opportunities at that
time. There was a general
feeling that by opportuni-
ties he meant that the gov-
ernment will take steps to
mitigate sufferings of the
people as a result of
lockdown. Crores of people
lost their jobs and livelihood

during the lockdown with
many left at the mercy of
social organisations for
even single meal per day.
There was expectation that
those who had walked hun-
dreds of kilo meters to reach
home will be given substan-
tial aid. Several groups in-
cluding trade unions had
demanded Rs.7500/- to each
non tax payer during this
crises. The farmers too had
difficulty in selling their pro-
duce and .expected govern-
ment’s aid. The micro small
and medium entrepreneurs
asked for interest free loans
so as to compensate their
loss. They also asked to
waive off interest on previ-
ous loans.

But contrary to this the
government converted the
COVID crises into opportu-
nity to change labour laws
against the interest of work-
ers, to bring laws to push
farmers to the mercy of
corporates and depriving
them of minimum support
price for their produce
These laws were passed in
the Parliament without de-
bate. The anti- farmer ordi-
nances were passed in the
parliament when there was

no opposition member in
the house. The MSMEs_did
not get any interest free
loan. Instead of waiving off
interest on previous loans,
the government imposed
interest on interest. -On the
other hand doles worth
lakhs of crores of rupees
have been showered to the
corporate sector while the
poor workers got only 5 kg
of grain and 1 kg daal.
Feeling the pinch people

have started organising
themselves and speaking
for their rights. Workers ob-
served nationwide strike on
26th November against the
labour laws and for end to
privatisation. The farmers
are protesting against the
anti-farmer laws. But instead
of listening to them or hold-

9

ing a dialogue with them the

" government is out to crush

their movement. The farm-
ers were stopped from go-
ing to Delhi at the Punjab
Haryana border and Dethi
border by putting' big
stones on the way, throw-
ing water cannons and
teargas shells and erecting
barricades of concertina and
razor wires as if they are en-
emy troops marching to our
capital. This is the fate of
farmers and workers whose
sons are laying down their

lives at the international
borders defending sovet-
eignty of the nation.
Obviously in such times
of mass movements the pre-
ventive measures from Co-
rona go haywire. This in-
creases the risk of infection.
It is the duty of the govern-
ment to see that such situa-
tions do not arise. People’s
aspirations have to be met
to avoid such movements
and prevent the disease
from surge. Banging of
thalis, clapping or sounding
shankhs or lighting diyas
are gimmicks which can fool
the people for a short pe-
riod. It is wrong to expect
from the people to observe

- preventive measures when

leaders of the ruling party
including the Prime Minis-
ter organise road shows de-
fying all norms and forms of.
COVID disaster. Govern-
ment should convert the cri-
ses into opportunity by en-
acting laws in favour of peo-
ple, workers, employees and
farmers if they are serious
to prevent the surge in
COVID-19. Otherwise the
government’s apathy will
push people to Corona in-
fection. (IP4 Service)
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The ILP imbroglio

THE Inner line Permit (ILP) continues to be a po-
litical hot potato. Last year around the same time
there was a furore over this issue following the pas-
sage of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) by
both houses of parliament and its immediate con-
currence from the President of India. Thisledto a
series of agitations as the Act was seen to be di-
rected at depriving citizenship to Muslims including
those that might not have valid papers for several
reasons. In the North Eastern states particularly
Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura which are already
suffering the pain of influx from Bangladesh and earlier
East Pakistan, the agitation took a different form.
None of the states was going to accept any further
resettlement of those with doubtful antecedents or
‘D’ voters as they are termed in Assam. The Na-
tional Register of Citizens’ process in Assam had
already disenfranchised about 19 lakh people who
were detained in makeshift camps and decrepit liv-
ing circumstances. It was a human rights’ violation
“but no one could be bothered because they were

considered non-citizens.

In Meghalaya, the 60 MLAs were coerced by
pressure groups that they had to pass a Resolution
in the State Assembly to demand from the Centre
the extension of the Inner Line Permit to the State.
'The MLAs complied and the Resolution was taken
to the central government. The matter remains in-
conclusive and now the Khasi Students’ Union
(KSU)has threatened to arbitrarily implement its
own brand of ILP. The question is whether the ILP
will necessarily control influx wheniillegal migrants
don’t use the regulated entry points. The ILP will
instead check all Indian citizens from other states
and become a deterrent for any economic activities
in a state that has almost no source of revenue gen-
eration and depends entirely on central government

doles. .

Much has been argued about the ILP not being a
Berlin Wall or the Great Wall of China but that it is
only a glass wall where those who have applied for
e-permits would have to produce them at the entry
points. But this argument does not hold water. Ex-
amples have also been cited that Sikkim with the
Restricted Area Permit (RAP) still has many visi-
tors and so have the other states with the ILP re-
gime. But tourism cannot be the only revenue gen-
erating activity. Why do states like Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram not have any in-
dustries? Why do hordes of youth from Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram have to leave the state to find
employment outside? Is this not because there are
no job opportunities in these states? Tourism alone
cannot feed all mouths. There is such a thing as ease
of doing business which investors would look for.
No investors would want to deal with an ILP re-
gime. Hence the economy is the first casualty should
the ILP be implemented in Meghalaya and the pre-
carious situation will push more youth from here who
are without godfathers, to look for jobs outside. It
is unfortunate that an issue that has far reaching ef-
fects is sought to be implemented without a public
debate. Meghalaya has enough protective mecha-
nisms provided these are implemented in letter and
spirit. Besides, an overdose of protectionism kills
entrepreneurship. Therein lies the rub!

TO THE EDITOR

Shillong embraces
heterogeneity

Editor,

Can you relate to this?
When a child performs or
behaves well, one parent
says to the other:“It is My
Child;” when a child does
not perform or behave well,
we note the throwaway
comment:“It is Your Child.”

At the moment, when
Shiilong is beautifully
ablaze with Cherry Blos-
soms, we read in the papers
the proclamation ‘Our
Shillong’. As a native of this
beautiful part of the coun-
try, 1 affirm that Shillong
belongs to its people, the
Tribals, and also to all those
who love it for the singular
distinctiveness, and dis-
tinction, of its Ethnic Tribal
Values and Culture’. There
is intrinsically no discrimi-
nation in the hearts and
minds of the humanity resi-
dent in Shillong: past,
present, and future... except
within a section of single-
pointed radically
communalised minds,
stained by a rationale that
is focused on narrow-
minded personal interests.

In a metaphorical sense,
Shillong is the child of sev-
eral parents: in the century
gone by, well prior to win-
ning independence, India
welcomed and witnessed,
as an example, people from
England and Wales: they
gave us their script for use
in our local languages, they

(SIX)

International day of
people with disabilities

The United Nations com-
memorates the annual Inter-
national Day of People with
Disability on the December
3, to encourage equal and
full participation, as well as
their inclusion in all facets
of society. The present arti-
cle highlights the need to
address the concerns of
people with mental disabili-
ties who have been
marginalized due to a lack of
clarity about their plight.
According to the WHO
World Report on Disability,
more than one billion. peo-
ple are living with disability,
with an estimation of 450
million suffering from men-
tal or neurological condi-
tions and the dismal reality
that about two - thirds are
not accessing professional
intervention due to neglect,
stigma and discrimination.
This may be attributed to the
fact that disabilities due to
mental ill- health such as
neurological disorders, dif-
ferences in learning, cogni-
tive dysfunctions, fatigue,
pain, emotional
dysregulation are invisible.
Therefore society has to re-
move barriers for all people
living with disability, both

| visible and invisible while

creating awareness about
two Pandemics experienced
globally- i.e., stigma to-
wards méntal stress and
COVID-19.

There are many views
about the factors that cause
mental ill — health. These
could be collectively de-
scribed as biological, psy-
chological and environmen-
tal factors. The Biological
Factors explain thechemical
imbalances of neuro-trans-
mitters in the brain that dis-
rupt the person’s normal
cognitive functions and
behavior. Heredity (Genet-
ics) also plays a role
whereby several mental ill-
nesses run in the family, im-
plying that people who have
family members with a men-
tal illness are more vulner-
able to developing a mental
illness. There are evidences
which suggest that a disrup-
tion of early Tetal brain de-
velopment or trauma at the
time of birth may explain
conditions such as Autism
Spectrum Disorder. Also,
substance abuse may be
associated with develop-
ment of anxiety, depression,
and paranoia. Research
show that poor nutrition,
infections and exposure to
toxins have also been
known to play a role in the
development of mental ill-
nesses.

Psychological Factor af-
fects the persons’ well-be-
ing and mindfulness. Stud-
ies indicate that severe psy-
chological trauma during
childhood, such as physical,
emotional or sexual abuse,
experiences of significant

By Diana Chiu

early loss, neglect and aban-
donment may lead to low
self-esteem or feelings of
inadequacy or relational
stress.

Social or Environmental
Factors such as dysfunc-
tional family life, socio-eco-
nomic poverty, social or cul-
tural stress, family diseases
and significant life changes
(for example, changing jobs
or school, losing one’s job,
divorce) can trigger the de-
velopment of mental illness.

Detrimental effects of

Mental Illness

People with disabilities
can experience mental or
physical impairments, and

this has a long term effect

on activities of daily living.
Most often livelihood defi-

cits create isolation and

loneliness in their lives. Per-
sons with disabilities are
discriminated against and
their dreams and ambitions
are sidetracked because of
society's assumptions
about their ability or inabil-
ity. The cost of managing
their disability can also put
a huge burden on their fi-
nances, especially among
the poorer sections of soci-
ety. For example someone
with a learning disability
could experience low self-
esteem because of their in-
ability to perform as well as
their classmates, often re-
sulting in depression, anxi-
ety, substance abuse and
aggression. It is important
for people to be aware that
people with disabilities can
also be suffering psycho-
logically, and that they can

always seek professional .

help.
Stigma & Discrimination
in Society
Cultural superstitions
due to ignorance and nega-
tive social beliefs prevent
them from exploring scien-
tific factors that cause dis-
eases - and disabilities.

Many fail to understand the ..’

condition and become in-
sensitive to all disabilities
whether mental or physical.
Most often it is believed to
be a curse, karma that many
cultures accept to be a pun-
ishment of sins committed
by the parents or religious
sacrilege. The society sub-
jects the afflicted to preju-
dice and discrimination
throughout their lives, high-
light their problems, deprive
them from normalizing their
conditions and propagate
excessive dependency for
care and livelihood. Commu-
nity undermines their inher-
ent capabilities by viewing
them as dangerous, incom-
petent and unfit. The nega-
tive impact is observed in
their depression, self-pity,
loneliness, low self-respect
and suicidal ideations.

Therefore it is important
to eradicate stigma by edu-
cation, exploring treatment
options, providing support-
ive, encouraging inclusivity,
developing healthy attitudes
and spreading positivity
with kind words and actions
to alleviate their problems.

Family and Community

Environment
- Family and community
play an important role in pro-
viding the basic needs and

_ care towards people with dis-

abilities. Family care-giving
usually involves tasks
above and beyond assisting
with activities of daily living,
like bathing, dressing and
eating etc.There are reports
of common burden of care
that leave them over-
whelmed, anxious and/or in-
timidated by their duties.
These challenges are ob-
served in time constraints to
enjoy hobbies and vaca-
tions, emotional and physi-
cal stress, financial difficul-
ties, sleep deprivation and
depression or isolation. It is
known that providing sup-
port and care to people with
disabilities is important.
However, the family mem-
bers need to seek a balance

-between care-giving and en-

joying their own life.In order
to reduce some of the bur-
den, especially the financial
constraints, we should also
look at government assist-
ance and schemes for per-
son with disabilities. For ex-
ample the Scholarship for
students with disabilities

-provides financial assistance

to access education or vo-
cational training. )
Certification for Mental
Disability
The United Nations Edu-

cational, Scientific & Cul-

tural Organization
(UNESCO) and Convention
on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (CRPD) have
been instrumental in ensur-
ing equal opportunities and
rights for persons with dis-
abilities to achieve their maxi-
mum potentials in a barrier-
free environment. In this con-
text, it is observed that
physical and mental ill-
nesses tend to affect the
overall capacity of the per-
son to carry out certain so-
cial, educational and occu-
pational functions. There-
fore, the person’s ability to
become independent is com-
promised which can increase
the burden of care for family
members. .
This year the Interna-
tional Disability Day empha-
sizes on the need for
inclusivity and development
for all. Further, the Depart-
ment of Social Justice and
Empowerment in India has
introduced various benefits
through the Persons with

Disabilities Act (1995).
Therefore, family members
of persons with mental ill-
ness can get access to the
appropriate certification
dqne by the psychiatrist,
clinical psychologist or
special educator. This ena-
bles the special considera-
tions for pension, railway
concession, income tax de-
ductions, educational pro-
grams, vocational training
and job placements.

Prevention of Mental

- Illness

There are three catego-
ries of activities for the pre-
vention of mental ill-health.
The primary prevention fo-
cuses on various determi-
nants in the whole popula-
tion or in the high risk group,
the secondary prevention
comprises early detection
and intervention and the
tertiary prevention targets
the advanced recovery and
reduction of relapse risk.
The primary prevention of
mental illness attempts to
stop mental health prob-
lems before they occur and
promoting good mental
health for all. Often primary
prevention is 'universal' in
that it targets and benefits
everyone in a community,
for example anti-stigma
campaigns such as Mental
Health Awareness Week or
Literacy programs.

Universal prevention is
defined as those interven-
tions that are targeted at the
general public or entire
population group that has
not been identified on the
basis of increased risk. Se-
lective prevention targets
individual or subgroups of
the population at risk of
developing mental disor-
ders are significantly higher
than average, as evidenced
by biological, psychologi-
cal or social risk factors.
Indicated prevention tar-
gets high risk people who
are identified as having
minimal but detectable

.signs or symptoms. Sec- .
ondary prevention involves |

decreasing the prevalence
of a mental disorder by re-

ducing the number of exist-.

ing cases through early
case detection, screening
and effective treatment.
Tertiary prevention at-
tempts to reduce the sever-
ity of a mental disorder and
its associated disability
through rehabilitative ac-
tivities.

(The article is prepared
by a non- profit organiza-
tion, RoUTES Shillong,
consisting of a group of
clinical psychologists and
counseling psychologists
providing various psycho-
logical services such as
psychotherapy &

_ counseling, disability certi-

fication & career guidance,
mental health consultation
and training).

designed our clothing, es-
pecially our winter wear,
using woolen fabrics and
the ‘Scottish checks’ and
‘tartans’, so uniquely dis-
tinctive in style from the rest
of the country. They have
given us our fodd habits,
sense of colour combina-
tions, designs, etiquette,
and never to be over-
looked, our exceptional
tastes in music and’ choral
singing, and our overall life-
style to a great extent.
Furthermore, the identity
and living dynamics of
Shillong, and by extension,
Meghalaya, has been cata-
lysed massively by the
presence of non-tribal
golden-hearted Indians,
who have symbiotically
been adopted, and have
adopted, the essence of
Shillong in their blood-
stream. The economic
heartbeat of Meghalaya is
impelled by the business
and entrepreneurial acumen
of these people. Beyond
this, the intensive and ex-
tensive efforts directed by
this community of spirts, 1s
doing unrelenting social re-
lief works for the
marginalised sections of
this beloved Abode of the
Clouds. Should they be dis-
regarded? .
In a very real sense,
Shillong belongs primordi-
ally, and primarily, to those
who have come from other
parts of the world, and who,
with deeply dedicated com-
mitment, have selﬂessly
done their utmost,in mani-

fold ways, to develop our
people and our beloved
land. Their immersion in,
and contribution to, our cul-
ture can never be adequately
estimated, and should never
be underestimated.

1 affirm unapologetically,
and without reservation,
that Shillong does not be-
long to those who try to sti-
fle her citizenry by impos-
ing laws and practices that
are against all our visions,
virtues, and values. It is an
unrelenting hallucination to
assume that the seemingly
friendly and compassionate
mien and manner of the
North East is the prevailing
reality, when the brutal truth
is that this sanctuary of
providential peace, beauty,
and essential goodness 18
actually dis-iritegrating! Our
lives and livelihoods are
being held to ransom by a
savage assault on the peace
and security within our
hearts and in our systems.

I appeal to the soul and
spirit of this great land, for
God to grant us the soul-
smart leadership that 1s
needed to move us from
harm to harmony. Only then

can we affirm that Shillong

belongs to all who respect
and honour our religious
and cultural beliefs, rever-
ing the diversity and divin-
ity of our sacred heritage.
A totalitarian system of
forcing us all to cower be-
fore a despotic ‘One’ is noth-
ing less than an uncompro-
mising sledgehammer blow
to our serenity, and an inva-

sion into the very essence
of our humanness. It is a
violation of what it means
to be human, and humane!
In this stance; there can be
no compromise! We must
stand together to salvage
ourselves against the evil
that predominates, for it is
our cherished birthright to
nourish and nurture the
spirit of peace, harmony,
and goodwill towards all.
This is the core ctedo of
‘inclusivity’, and our sacra-
mental birthright. Individu-
ally, and collectively.
Yours etc.,
Bertha G Dkhar (Padma Shri),
: * Viaemail

The ILP of the
Regulation

Editor,

The State has all the au-
thority (under the law) to in-
voke the'Regulation V of
1873 (Bengal Eastern Fron-
tier Regulation, 1873) with-
out seeking central consent
as the State of Manipur has
done recently. The State is
empowered to invoke the
above without Central Gov-
ernment’s approval.

We request the Govern-
ments, the State legislature,
and, State ministers and their
minions to kindly enlighten
us on the need for or pur-
pose of adaptation of laws
in the context of the Gov-
ernment of India Act, 1935,
the Adaptation of Laws Or-
der, 1950 and, the North-
Eastern Areas (Re-organisa-

tion) Act, 1971 and how
these Acts and Order affect
the provisions of the Regu-
lation we are talking about.
: Yours etc.,
Morning Star Sumer,
Shillong — 2

Much ado
about MNREGS

Editor,

In the last few weeks
Umlyngka village in Upper
Shillong has been in the
news because of the grave
anomalies in the implemen-
tation of the Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Rural Employ-
ment Scheme (MNREGS), by
the Mylliem C&RD Block.
Earlier, Umlyngka shot to
fame not because it is the
darling of the government
but because of sheer hard
work and dedication of pri-
vate individuals of the vil-
lage in dairy farming imme-
diately after the exodus of the
famous Nepali dairy farmers.
This time, however, this vil-
lage came under the scanner
for certain alleged wrongdo-
ings.

According to RTI Activ-
ist, Agnes Kharshiing and
Doria Shabong, the Mylliem
Block had sanctioned 93
schemes for 2017-2018 and
2018-2019 and had accord-
ingly issued 93 Work Orders
during the same period. This
in itself.is favouritism to
Umlyngka by the Block. The
pulk of the work constituted
construction of drains, road
and footpath construction,
construction of pig sty (pig-

gery sheds), construction
of poultry sheds, construc-
tion of cattle sheds etc.,
which together amounted
to crores of rupees. Accord-
ing to Shabong much of the
work was either haphaz-
ardly executed, incomplete
or remained undone yet the
money sanctioned was re-
leased by the Block. It was
alleged that the officials of
the Block who are respon-
sible for the plans and esti-
mates, supervision, meas-
urement and issuance of
completion certificates of
different works are Assist-
ant Engineers, Junior Engi-
neers, Technical Assistants
and certified by the
Gramsevak of - the
Umlyngka G.S circle of the
Block. It is learnt that the
Village Employment Coun-
cil selected by the village
Durbar is the overall au-
thority in selection and im-
plementation of MNREGS
in the village. It is also learnt
that the Rangbah Shnong
of Umlyngka is also the
Chairman of the VEC of
Umlyngka and the Chair-
man of Mylliem Block. The
BDO of Mylliem Block, who
is the supervising author-
ity was informed about the
murky affairs in the imple-
mentation of the schemes in
Umlyngka but he did not
take appropriate and timely
action for whatever rea-
sons. Hence the messy af-
fair!
Yours etc..,
Philip Marwein,
Via email

Expansionist lust turns
BJPinto a confrontationist
brute force

Dr Satish Misra

Lust for power has un-
fortunately become a defin-
ing feature of the ruling BJP
under the duo leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. Politi-
cal power at any cost and
by any means is the sole
guiding principle of the BJP
that is seeking to achieve
long set goals of its mentor
outfit-the Rashtriya
Swyamsevak Sangh (RSS).

The above assessment
may be challenged by those
who are ardent followers
and supporters of the saf-
fron Hindutva forces but my
conclusion is based on
some basic facts and obser-
vations that have come to
my notice since coming to
power of the BJP in 2014
when the party won major-
ity in the lower of house of
parliament. :

Latest evidence of the
above assessment is being
witnessed - in  Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (GHMC) elections
in Telangana capital
Hyderabad where BJP’s top
national leadership is ac-
tively campaigning for
party candidates. Election
is scheduled for December
1. Sending of UP Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, who

is an abashed Muslim

baiter, for a road show only
proves the interest taken by
the national leadership to
polarize voters on commu-
nal lines in a city that has
about 43 percent Muslim

pop

sending All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) representative to
the Lok Sabha since 1984.
AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owasi is the current Lok
Sabha MP from the city.

While BJP chief J P
Nadda himself went to cam-
paign in the local civic elec-
tions but what took observ-
ers by surprise was when
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah found time to cam-
paign in the local elections.
Shah too targeted Muslims
in his speech when he said
the BJP wanted to "rid
Hyderabad of the Nawab-
Nizam culture", would not
tolerate "appeasement of
any community" and would
ensure "no one will be a
second class-citizen".

"If you give the BJP one
chance, we will remove all
illegal construction which
blocks water exits and make
sure- the city never gets
flooded again," he said, at-
tacking Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar

Rao, or KCR, over his gov--

ernment's handling of the
situation.

Apart from Shah, Nadda
and Yogi Adityanath, union
ministers Smriti Irani and
Prakash Javadekar along
with fiery MP and party’s

youth wing chief Tejaswi

Surya were also roped in the
campaigning. that is why
the Hyderabad municipal
election has seen the BJP
invoking these selling
points: Jinnah, Biriyani, Pa-
kistan, surgical strikes
High profile election
campaign in a civic election
clearly establishes that the
BJP is determined to under-
take expansion at any cost.
The BJP has been trying to
expand its electoral base in
Andhra Pradesh for dec-
ades without much success.
After the partition of the
state into Andhra and
Telangana, the BJP became
more certain that it can ex-
pand here too.
Notwithstanding the fi-
nal electoral outcome at the

GHMC civic elections, the
RSS-BJP is treating this elec-
tion as a laboratory experi-
ment whose lessons are go-
ing to help the party in as-
sembly elections in West
Bengal next year where the
BJIP top leadership is leav-
ing nothing to chance. Like
Hyderabad, West Bengal
too has a high percentage
of Muslim voters.

The BJP has been work-
ing aggressively in West
Bengal for decades and it
began to see results in 2014
Lok Sabha elections when
it won two seats. It went on
to improve its tally in 2019
Lok Sabha elections by 16
more seats taking the victory
number to 18. However, it
could not win many seats in
the 2016 assembly elections
when its vote percentage
‘plummeted to 10 percent
from 17 percent in the 2014
Lok Sabha elections.

Buoyed by polling little
over 40 percent votes in 2019
Lok Sabha polls, the BJP
top leadership is seeing a
bright chance for the party
to capture power in 2021
assembly elections and that
is why the party has been
fodusing on West Bengal
since Lok Sabha polls itself.

The Union Home Minis-
ter has been touring the
state. frequently and Prime-
Minister Narendra Modi has
also been to the state cou-
ple of times in the last two
years. BJP cadres are ag-
gressively clashing with
Trinamool Congress work-
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ers resulting in bloodshed
on streets of West Bengal.
Ruling TMC government led
by Mamata Banerjee is suf-
fering from anti-incumbency
and the BJP is seeing its
chances to come to power
in a state where it would
have been impossible for the
saffron outfit to win a cou-
ple of years back.

With huge resources at
its disposal as its party cof-
fers are swelling with corpo-
rate donations and electoral
‘bonds, the BJP is even woo-
ing dissatisfied or disgrun-
tled leaders of the non-BJP
parties to its ranks. The goal
is to capture power by hook
or crook.

In its expansionist drive,
the BJP top leadership is not
shy of confrontation and is
encouraging its cadres to
treat political rivals as not
only enemies of the party
but that of the Hindu com-
munity. The BJP leaders be-
gin to label their opponents
as anti-nationals at the first

-opportunity and leave no

chance to sharpen the com-
munal divide so that elector-
ate can be polarized on com-
munal lines.

Acquisition of power
and sustaining it through a
negative framework of hate
and intolerance by the BJP
as we are seeing the treat-
ment being meted out to
agitating farmers in the Un-
ion capital by the Modi
government officials, minis-
ters 'and party leaders will
finally result in destruction
of the very people in whose
name and with whose sup-
port party governments are

"being formed. Heaping

abuse on farmers and label-
ling them as ‘Khalistani’ by
party spokespersons may
prove to be an effective in-
strument for discrediting
farmers but if it is the cor-
rect way is the question that
would be asked in coming
days, weeks and months.
Poor voter turnout however,
shows" that the BJP cam-
paign has not created any
waves among the voters.
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Dam dare from China
CHINA is breathing down India’s neck. New prob-
lems crop up when old issues remain unsettled. The
latest is its plan to construct a new dam in Tibet,
which will affect the flow of water in the
Brahmaputra to large reaches of India and Bangla-
desh. As of now, China is not taking a confronta-
tionist stand on this and says it would discuss and
sort out matters before proceeding with the plan.
Yet, the Chinese leadership is unpredictable and
what it would do tomorrow is anybody’s guess.

The dam, planned at Medog in the lower reaches
of the river close to Arunachal Pradesh, would come
near the Line of Actual Control, a sensitive region.
China’s foreign ministry states that while it is their
legitimate right to explore potential for hydro-power
exploration, it would “act in a responsible manner
in relation to trans-border rivers like Yarlung
Zangbo”, the name China accords to what is known
in India as Brahmaputra. One of the world’s long-
est rivers, this is the lifeline to large swathes of In-
dian and Bangladesh populations. The plan for the
new dam is part of the decisions taken by the Chi-
nese Communist Party at its plenum last October
as part of its 14th Five Year Plan push -- meaning,
it would be a reality in a scheduled time-frame.

While there are existing arrangements between
the three countries for regulating the water flow and
to issue flood alerts based on the discharge from
above in critical situations, the same cannot be any
guarantee for China’s future plans vis-a-vis exploit-
ing the waters of this river or even controlling its
flow to India and Bangladesh. Notably, China main-
tains good relations with Bangladesh and this could
perhaps be a guarantee to responsible actions from
the Chinese side in future, while India comes in be-
tween. Notably, India had already raised objections
vis-3-vis the Zam hydro-power project in Tibet built
by the Chinese in 2015, but China brushed aside
the objections. ‘

China is ruthless when it comes to pushing its
interests. It has grabbed huge swathes of Indian land
at different sectors along the Himalayan region in
the 1962 War, and is in no mood to even discuss
this matter. Periodic offensives come from the Chi-
nese PLA in Ladakh and several other regions. What
happened in Doklam in Bhutanese soil close to a
sensitive Indian region is now behind us. Then came
the Galwan Valley offensive in June last, which killed
20 Indian soldiers. India will take time to match its
military strengths with the Chinese. These are tense

times.

-What if the ILP
doesn’t work?

My apologies for once
again dissenting with the
idea of protectionism,
which is what the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) is, be-
cause, this very idea of a
visa for travelling within the
country is fraught with am-
biguities. Also the demand
for the ILP is an admission
that (a) the Sixth Schedule
has failed to protect the
tribals (b) the Meghalaya
Land Transfer Act (1971)
has failed to prevent land
alienation. The ILP, it is per-
haps believed by pressure
groups making a shrill call
for its implementation, will
prevent land alienation and
‘illegal migrants’ from en-
tering Meghalaya and set-
tling here. Without having
gone through the process
of identifying genuine In-
dian citizens residing in
Meghalaya vide the Na-
tional Register of Citizens’
process how do we even
know how many illegal set-
tlers there are in the State
and whether they are the
problem or whether the
problem lies elsewhere.

To buttress the idea that
the ILP is needed here,
Chief Minister Conrad

Sangma has expounded

that the process of obtain-
ing the permit would be
smooth and non-cumber-
some as it will be executed
online but the fact remains
that Meghalaya gets most
of its tourists from Assam
who come here on week-
ends. Imagine having to
apply for an ILP every
weekend or every month for
that matter. If the CM is

{ grounded in realism and if

his officials have informed
him of those realities then
he would know that the
abandoned sheds selling
vegetables along the road-
side between Shillong and
Sohra and other destina-
tions all belong to vendors
who had to close shop be-
cause there were no longer
any day tourists since
March this year. So that’s
an income gone. You can-
not underestimate the con-
tributions made by day
tourists to the local
economy. And the ILP will
be a deterrent to the day
tourists. But perhaps that’s
what this MDA Govern-
ment wants to call, “high
end tourism,” which will
only benefit hoteliers and
guest house owners. Such

By Patricia Mukhim

hotel guests don’t need to
buy anything along the
highway.

The ILP protagonists
have argued vociferously
that the states with the ILP

-regime namely Nagaland,

Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur get a
fair number of tourists or
more tourists than
Meghalaya. I am not sure
which statistical data they
used for you won’t find too
many day tourists riding on
non-existent roads unless
they are enticed by some-
thing like the Hornbill Fes-
tival or the Ziro Music fes-

tival and the Sangai festi-
val in Manipur. Mizoram is
not known to have any
special festival to attract
tourists. Nagaland and
Mizoram are not governed
by the Sixth Schedule. The
latter has special provisions
for minor tribes. Nagaland
has Article 371 (A) which
is more about central
legislations not being bind-
g on the state unless rati-
fied by its legislature.
Manipur does not fall un-
der the Sixth Schedule
hence the demand for ILP
was perhaps. granted to
make the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) in-
applicable in that state. The
Centre had said that CAA
would not be implemented
in ILP states and areas un-
der the Sixth Schedule.
Arunachal Pradesh inci-
dentally is the only tribal
state with the Panchayati
Raj system of local govern-
ance. So we have a bouquet
of schedules and laws even
within the North Eastern
states. :

If the Government of In-
dia has committed not to
implement the CAA in

Scheduled areas, then in
Meghalaya, that would leave
out only the European Ward
— an area that is just about
10.36 sq km out of the total
area of the state which
stands at 22,249 sq km. Eu-
ropean Ward is choc-a-bloc
and does not permit any ex-
pansion except upwards to
the skies. But even if there
are illegal mijgrants in
Meghalaya that are without
valid documents and they
happen to be Hindu, Chris-
tian, Sikh, or Buddhist and
are eventually allowed to
settle in the European Ward
of Meghalaya by virtue of

* ST Photo

the CAA, where will they
find the space other than by
staying in rented accommo-

‘dation? But the question that -

precedes the above is — how
many ‘illegal migrants® are
there in Meghalaya that
have suffered religious per-
secution in Bangladesh, Pa-
kistan or Afghanistan? Do
we have the numbers or are
we proceeding on assump-
tions alone? When will the
exercise for determining such
illegal migrants start? What
mechanisms will be used?
Has there been any thinking
on this? .

The ILP might deter fu-
ture migrants but economic
refugees that cross over from
Bangladesh to Meghalaya
will not traverse through the
entry-exit points because
they would not have valid
documents to upload and
therefore will not be eligible
to obtain the ILP. So who are
we actually keeping out vide
the ILP? Effectively we are
checking Indian citizens vis-
iting Meghalaya, not neces-
sarily for tourism. We will
also be checking foreign na-
tionals who might be tour-
ists or other categories of

visitors. How does it help
the cause? The negotiation
with Government of India
should be to exempt the
CAA from Meghalaya be-
cause it is a Sixth Schedule
State. Period.

This whole idea of trad-
ing in fear and creating a
perception in the minds of
people that the ILP is the
only mechanism to protect
the ‘indigenous’ tribals can

‘go awry. The ILP is a dou-

ble edged sword. It is a pro-
tectionist mechanism which
will ward off economic in-
vestments because it is a
psychological barrier for
prospective investors who
might want to' set up clean
industries such as in the In-
formation Technology sec-
tor. Nagaland had been try-
ing to sell itself as technol-
ogy hub from several years
now but the idea has not
taken off. Can we name one
industry that is providing
gainful employment to the
people of Nagaland,
Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh or Manipur? Is it
any wonder that the
number of returnees to
these states on account of
the pandemic was very

_ high because they all had

to leave their states to find
employment outside? The
number of returnees to
Meghalaya was relatively
low and comprised more
students than the
workforce.

With a burgeoning
youth population and a cap
on government jobs, the
private sector will be the
only other employment pro-
vider. But ILP will be a damp-
ener on investors as stated
above because it gives the
impression of a surveillance
state and no one in this day
and age wants to be told
that a visit to any part of

this country and length of |

stay would be decided by
the state. When we from
Meghalaya visit Goa — a
tiny state, are we told that
we can only stay for a spe-
cific number of days and
visit only certain aréas?
Then on what justification
are we doing this to other
visitors? And imagine peo-
ple coming to visit their
family members here having
to apply for an ILP! So
whichever way one looks at
it the ILP is'an untenable
idea in Meghalaya.

| TO THE EDITOR

Helmets for
pillion riders

Editor,

Helmets are indeed es-
sential for riders of two-
wheelers and helmets have
been known to save lives
too in many cases. It is only
natural that the Government
of India, through its appro-

priate departments and of-

fices, should make it com-
pulsory for all riders of two-
wheelers to wear them at all
times while riding their two-
wheelers. The recent notice
making it compulsory also
for pillion riders to wear hel-
mets has resulted in mixed
responses. On the one
hand, the thoughtfulness of
the law to safeguard the life
and limbs of both the driver
and the rider cannot be un-
dermined. But the huge in-
convenience that adhering
to it would cause the driv-
ers of two-wheelers cannot
be summarily disregarded
either. We can clearly under-
stand how making pillion
riders wear helmets will pre-
vent the loss of more lives
in road accidents and we
would be immature to think
otherwise. But there is also
a large degree of discomfort
that must be addressed too.

There is this issue of
having to carry along with
you two helmets wherever
you go. Imagine the dis-
comfort caused by the need
to carry one along with all
your work-related tools and
gadgets; now you have an-
other helmet that you must
have with you, in case you
have to give a lift to any-
one you meet along the
way. Consider the plight of

a parent who must bear the
weight of heavy-laden
school bags, lunch.boxes,
water bottles; their young

children on their arm and

two clunky helmets that
they must carry with them
everywhere. Very soon, rid-
ers of two-wheelers will be-
gin to resemble those who
go on expeditions to Mount
Everest — bent under the
weight of their backpack, an
oxygen tank in one pocket
of the bag, an ice pick in
another, ropes dangling
from yet another pocket.
In a similar vein a mod-
em-day two-wheeler rider
will have to carry his/her
backpack with all the nuts
and bolts, safety suits and
protective gears to go to
work on his/her two-
wheeler. This matter is ex-
acerbated by the fact that it
is not safe to leave good
quality helmets and gears
on parked two- wheels,
whether at work or on er-
rands. Without an extra hel-
met, we will no longer be
able to assist our very own
family members -who we
may meet on the way and
while completing our er-
rands. Think of the utter
awkwardness and anxiety
at not being able to offer
them a lift home only be-
cause you could not afford
another expensive helmet or
did not have the facility to
carry two cumbersome
items with you. It would
have been great to have
helmets that one could fold
or dismantle when not
needed and kept in our
bags, to be reassembled
when needed. It would save
a lot of space and also-con-
serve our energy, not to

speak of the ease with which
we could continue to carry
the usual work-related items
or the shopping bags that
we need to.

It would appear that [ am
advocating convenience
over the safety of life and
limbs; nothing can be fur-
ther from the truth. My only
quarrel in this instance is
that adhering to this particu-
lar law will greatly hamper
daily activities causing more
anxiety and irritation to a
section of the public
throughout the day. I would
like to submit here that since
the regulation has come
into effect largely due to the
many fatalities and injuries
that have occutred as a re-
sult of rash and reckless
driving of immature and
thoughtless riders, to pre-
vent the occurrence of more
such cases more stringent
laws should be passed and
enforced to penalise riders
who violate the speed limits
and the traffic rules. What
the new regulation will do is
only harass riders who are
careful and who ride their
two-wheelers sensibly. Be-
sides, how much speed can
you get in a city packed
choc-a-bloc with cars? I
would request the compe-
tent authorities to kindly
consider the above issues
as well while implementing
the new regulations.

Yours etc.,

P. Majaw,
Shillong -1

Unfair practice
by some FP

dealers

Editor, .
‘What if our authorities

are unsympathetic towards
the poor? The rich then will
find “multiple” ways to ex-

ploit them. It is always easier -

for those in higher posi-
tions to exploit the down-
trodden: The poor can
hardly ever raise their
voices against oppression.
During the early phases of
the lockdown, I was startled
to know many things that
have riever been brought ta
the knowledge of the con-
cerned authorities. The sto-
ries and miserable condition
of the poor drove me to
tears. Many families starved
while many others lived on
meager amounts of food due

-to loss of livelihoods. Given

the pandemic situation, a
few like-minded friends de-
cided to pitch in some
amount to support the very
needy households. During
those exceptionally hard
times, I also came to know
that “some” unscrupulous
Fair Price Shop dealers in-
dulged in unfair trade prac-
tices. Instead of 35 kg rice
the consumers received 2 to
9 kgs less while some deal-
ers did not issue dal/lentil
though supplied by the
government for free distri-
bution.

What is very off-putting
is that some dealers regu-
larly distribute ration with-
out using the standard
measurement scales/ma-
chine but use the old fash-
ioned baskets or tins to
weigh out the rice/atta/
sugar. This practice has
gone on for years.

I found this practice
highly unethical and I be-
lieve this must be brought
‘to the knowledge of the
government. I immediately

wrote a “letter of public
grievance” to the con-
cerned authorities in the
state and also a letter in
this newspaper (ST April
28, 2020) — “Suggestion for
Fair Price Shop dealers™.
Meanwhile, I was also in-
formed by other acquaint-
ances from other states
about such devious prac-
tices prevalent in their
states too. Hence with the
help of friends, I had sent
the same letter to the Un-
ion Ministry of Food and
Public Distribution. My let-
ter immediately drew the at-
tention of the secretaries,
deputy secretaries, and fi-
nally the Director of the
particular department. After
some days, the Ministry is-
sued a nationwide General
Circulation to all the au-
thorities in all the states
and Union territories
against the use of non-
started weighing scales
and with strict instructions
for the mandatory use of
weighing machines. I ap-
preciate the government
initiative in the larger inter-

“est of the citizens who were

victimized. One considerate
dealer remarking on the un-
derweight distribution ob-
served that small variations
in weight is acceptable but
why do they exploit the
poor so mercilessly? It is
ethically unpardonable!
This  dealer - during
lockdowns gave away
kerosene and rice for free
to many of the needy fami-
lies who were without ra-
tion cards. That’s indeed a
commendable gesture of
humanity.

In response to the na-

tionwide circulation from
the Union Ministry, some
commissioners and secre-
taries of other states duly
forwarded me the email let-
ter with their intimation
about the actions initiated
against the crafty FP deal-
ers. I am overwhelmed with
inner satisfaction at having
done something significant
for the needy. I was also
optimistic that no dealer
would ever indulge in the
unholy practice. Butl was
shocked to know that the
same unethical practice is
still being followed by
"some" of the FP dealers
with a vengeance in certain
localities. There can’t be a
bigger irony than this! De-
spite repeated reminders to
the FP shop dealer no de-
cisive action has so far
been taken against the of-
fenders. What does one
make of it when the poor
are experiencing unprec-
edented hard times while
others are preying on their
vulnerability. Hope this let-
ter of grievance in the
larger interest of the poor
will draw the kind attention
of the authorities con-
cerned. All loopholes must
be plugged for the better.
The poor should not be de-
prived of their fair share.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong

Times

Global perception

Farmers
agitation

By Dr. D.K. Giri

Even during the pan-
demic accompanied with
various restrictions like so-
cial distancing and the
coldest November since
1949, the farmers came on
to the streets protesting
against three new laws
passed by Parliament. The
mobilisation in these trying
times is unbelievable. The
agitation has as usual di-
vided the opinion across
the country between pro-
government and those criti-

cal of the government.

What is more, it has drawn
international attention and
comments from heads of
States and Members of Par-
liament. This has resulted in
a diplomatic row between
Ministry of External Affairs

and those making remarks -

on the agitation. The issue
must be resolved before it
is too late.

At the time of writing,
two rounds of dialogue had
taken place between the
government and the farm-
ers. This is a breakthrough
as there was hardly any dia-
logue or bridge between

them so far. No wonder, one

of the grievances by the
farmers is that they were not
consulted before -such
drastic changes were made
in the farm sector. Earlier, the
farmers refused any offer
for talks as government
had made it conditional. In
the last round, the farmers
demanded a special session
of Parliament.

The government will
have to do some out-of-box
thinking and management
to resolve this vexatious is-
sue. Unless it does so, the
farmers are unlikely to
budge, on the contrary,
they seem to prepare for a
long haul. They - have
shielded Delhi’s borders,
are refusing to move into a
police-designated site for
protest as they fear they will
be squeezed into that area
and be marginalised in
popular attention.

Interestingly, initially,
the government tried to
delegitimise the protest
movement as Opposition
instigated, fed by untruths
and misinformation. That
tactics did not hold much
water. The farmers bluntly
announced that no leader
from any political party
could share the platform
with them. They were in
fact, reported to have
shooed away to middle-
level leaders who were try-
ing to persuade the farmers
to shift to a new venue. The
government perhaps failed
to realise that farmers are as
strong in their resolve as
the soldiers are at the bor-
ders. .

During 1965 war, Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri had given the fa-
mous slogan of Jai Jawan,
Jai Kisan (Hail the soldier,
hail the farmer). It evoked
national sentiments for
farmers as they provide
food security whereas the
soldiers give us physical
security. Therefore, the agi-
tating farmers could not be

called ‘anti-national’ as of-
ten times the government

tends to dub protesters and
critics as anti-national.

In view of the critical
role and sensitive position
of the farmers, the govern-
ment will have to negotiate
and find amicable solutions.
The un-thoughtful use of
force by the Haryana Police
on the Punjab farmers has
left a bad taste in the coun-
try and incurred comments
from abroad. The govern-
ment has somehow back-
tracked from such aggres-
sive actions and is talking.
But somehow, the ice has
not broken yet. Both parties
assume they are right in
their thinking and action.
This could lead either of
them to'sit on prestige and
take a hubristic posture.
This seems to be the case.
In democracy, through dia-

-logue, points of conver-

gence are created by con-
ceding space and knowl-
edge base.

Before scanning the in-

‘ternational response, it is in

order that we take a look at

the three laws passed by the
Parliament. The first, Farm-
ers’ Produce, Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation Act), which ex-
pands the scope of trade for
farmers produce from select
areas like the mandis to ‘any
place of production, collec-
tion and aggregation’. In
theory, this gives freedom to
the farmers to sell anywhere
by liberating them from ei-
ther middlemen or even State
governments. The govern-
ment thinks that the Act
unshackles the farmers,
whereas the farmers think it
has orphaned them as the
so-called middlemen were
the interface between the
market and the farm land,
and State governments pro-
vided them a secured place
to do trading. They also ap-
prehend they have been
thrown into the predatory
traders cartels.

The second one is Farm-
ers (Empowerment & Pro-
tection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Serv-
ices Act, 2020, which pro-"
vides a legal framework for
farmets to enter into a pre-
arranged contract with buy-
ers including pre-fixed pric-
ing. The Act also provides
for a dispute resolution
mechanism should the con-
tract become controversial.
This is legalising contract
farming. Farmers are put
against powerful business
houses, which will initiate
and manage the contract,
but it’s unlikely that a farmer
can monitor its implementa-
tion. Nor can he challenge
the mighty businessmen in
the court of law.

Third is Essential Com-

“modities (Amendment) Act,

which allows the govern-
ment to regulate food items
through essential commodi- -
ties list. It provides for stock-
ing agriculture produce.
Government- believes by al-
lowing the producers to
stock and sell their pro-.
duces at the time of their
choice, they won’t be com-
pelled to trade when they
don’t want to. The farmers
suspect that it will lead to
hoarding by big tradérs and
thereby manipulation of the
market. '

- So, as said, there is a big
gap between the thinking of
the government and - the
farmers’ understanding. To °
‘be sure, both the govern-
ment and farmers have
enough wisdom and exper-
tise to know what they are
saying. Government is work-
ing on a strategy. Farmers
sense the ‘danger’ for them
down the road the govern-
ment is taking them. The big-
gest source of their fear
comes from no-mention. of
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) in the Act. The MSP
has been the lifeline of farm- .
ers as it provided insurance
against any natural calam-
ity befalling farming and re- .
ducing the price. ’

Among the international
reactions, the strongest by
far is from Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau. He
said that his country has
made contacts with Indian
authorities, “through multi-
ple means” to express con-
cern about the farmers agi-
tating. He added, “the news
of protest unfolding around
Delhi is concerning. We all
very worried about family
and friends”. Several other
Indo-Canadian MPs and
leaders have expressed their
concern about the farmers
in India and have con-
demned the police action on
the farmers.

Farmers in Germany

‘have taken out tractor ral-

lies in support of Indian
farmers. The Indian-origin’
MPs in the United Kingdom
have also expressed their
moral support in favour of
the farmers. There have
been odd reactions from
other parts of the world. One
could politically suggest
that since Punjab farmers
have their relations, friends,
acquaintances throughout
the globe, voices of sympa-
thy and solidarity will be
heard. ---INFA
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Love jihad versus India’s
composite culture
The Uttar Pradesh Government’s ordinance pro-
hibiting marriage between a Muslim man and a
Hindu woman violates the right to love. It is yet an-
other attempt by the BJP to needle the Muslim mi-
nority in this country. Former Supreme Court (SC)
Judge, Madan Lohkur says the UP ‘love jihad’ law
puts freedom of choice ‘on the backseat.” He ques-
tioned as to what would happen to earlier SC judg-
ments that have ruled that states have no jurisdic-
tion over an adult’s absolute right to choose a life

partner.

Now four other BJP-ruled states are framing their
own laws on ‘Love jihad’ with more stringent pun-
ishment. Noted activist Sayeeda Hameed observed
that this law will break the composite culture of the
country. The Love-Jihad ordinance was promul-
gated by Uttar Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel
on November 28, days after it was passed by the
Adityanath-led state Cabinet. It is no surprise that
hours later, the police registered their first case
against a Muslim man in UP’s Bareilly district.

A plea challenging the Uttar Pradesh govern-

- ment’s ordinance that criminalises religious conver-
sion via marriage was filed before the Supreme
Court on December 4, by three lawyers who said
the ordinance was against public policy and funda-
mental rights of the people. The petitioners con-
tended that the ordinance will be misused to falsely
implicate people and will lead to chaos and fear,
Their observation is that this ordinance can become
a potent toolin the hands of unruly elements of so-
ciety to falsely implicate anyone and there are prob-
abilities of falsely implicating persons who are not

involved in any such acts contemplated under the
ordinance and it will result in grave injustice. The
petitioners also questioned the validity ofa similar
law passed by the Uttarakhand government in 2018.

‘Love jihad’is a conspiracy theory used by right-
wing groups who accuse Muslim men of using mar-
riage as a lure to force Hindu women to convert to
Islam. The Central Government had stated in the
Lok Sabha that no “case of ‘love jihad’ has been
reported by any of the central agencies”. Investiga-
tions by the National Investigation Agency, the
Karnataka Criminal Investigation Department, the
Uttar Pradesh Special Investigation Team and oth-
ers have turned up no evidence for this alleged con-
spiracy. The National Commission for Women also
maintains no data about “love jihad.”

The Love jihad legislation is a master plan to
criminalize inter-faith marriages, especially that be-
tween a Hindu woman and a Muslim man and is
unlikely to be tamely taken by the youth of this coun-
try. Marriage between two consenting adults can-
not be the brief of the state or subject to enquiry by

police.
[ To THE EDITOR
§

Stan Swamy, a priest from
-South India made
Jharkhand his home and the
cause of tribal/Adivasi peo-
ple his religion. Trained as a
Jesuit priest, he made politi-
cal activism and grassroots
activism his primary voca-
tion. From taking part in
popular struggle during
Emergency to the founding
of Bagaicha, a centre to co-
ordinate tribal rights activ-
ism in Jharkhand, he has
been instrumental in raising
clear categorical questions
about the rights of ‘the
gribal/Adivasi people, and
1ssues about ownership of
land which traditionally be-
long to them.

Stan Swamy was recently
arrested due to his alleged
links with Maoists and par-
ticipation in the commemo-
ration function of the bi-
centennial celebration of the
Battle of Koregaon Bhima
organised by Elgar Parishad
on December 31, 2017. Or-
ganised by more than 250
non-profit organisations, it
was attended by prominent
Dalit leaders, cultural outfits
and lakhs of Dalits. Violence
broke out on January 1,
2018 where one person was
killed.

Later, a case was made
out that the event was or-
ganised by Maoists and
cases were registered under
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1967 against a
number of prominent think-
ers, poets, social and human
rights activists, artists, and
academicians such as
Varavara Rao, Surendra
Gadling, Rona Wilson,
Mahesh Raut , Sudhir
Dhawale, Sudha Bhardwaj,
Gautam Navlakha, Anand
Teltumbde and others. The
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) which took
over the case from
Maharashtra Police alleged
that the Persecuted Prison-
ers Solidarity Committee of
which Stan Swamy is a co-
convener is a front
organisaton of Maoists.
Swamy admits that he at-
tended the event at Pune but
denied any connection with
the Maoists. Swamy has in
“fact always tried to use the
terrain provided by the In-
dian Constitution and the
statutory laws for the bet-
terment of tribals/Adivasi
and the downtrodden.

Fifth Schedule of Indian
Constitution

The Fifth Schedule of the
Indian Coustitution read
with Article 244, deals with
the administration and con-
trol of Scheduled Areas
(SAs) and Scheduled Tribes
(STs) in States other than
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura
| and Mizoram. It empowers
the President to declare cer-
tain areas as scheduled ar-
eas on basis of tribal popu-,
lation, territorial size, eco-
nomic disparity, and under-
development. It creates spe-
cial governance mecha-
nisms to cater to the differ-
ent needs of the resident
people. It provides for es-
tablishment of Tribal Advi-
sory Councils (TAC) to ad-
vise the Governor on such
matters pertaining to the
welfare and the advance-
ment of the STs in the State
as may be referred to them
by him. TAC, thus, becomes
a natural check on Central

and State laws which can

By Manraj Singh

adversely affect the tribal
populations and also pro-
vides them agency to run
their affairs. Stan Swamy
has consistently ques-
tioned the non-implementa-
tion of the 5th Schedule of
the Constitution in the tribal
areas of Jharkhand.
Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas)
Act,1996 (PESA)
Decentralisation  of
power is perceived as anath-
ema to the ills of governance
plaguing the Indian govern-
mental setup. It implies
transfer or dispersal of de-
cision making powers, ac-
companied by delegation of
required authority to indi-
viduals or units at all levels
of organization even if they
are located far away from
the power centre. The 73rd
Amendment to the Consti-
tution of India calls for
devolution of powers and
authority of governance of
the Union Government and
State Governments to the
sub-State level organiza-
tions i.e. Panchayats and
Gram Sabhas. PESA was
brought in to extend those
provisions to tribal areas.
The difference between
PESA and the Panchayati
Raj Institution structure es-
tablished under the 73rd
Constitutional amendment
is that while the latter states
that the States "may" trans-
fer the 29 subjects enlisted
in the Eleventh Schedule to
Panchavats , PESA makes
this transfer mandatory at
least for those powers
which are outlined in Sec-
tion 4 of PESA, namely: Mi-
nor Forest Produce, Social
Forestry,- Land Manage-
-ment, Fisheries, Village Mar-
kets, Tribal Development,
Social Justice, Food and
Civil supplies, and subjects
related to local institutions.

Stan Swamy has repeat- -

edly questioned why the
Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996,
has been ignored which for
the first time recognised
that Adivasi communities in
India have a rich social and
cultural tradition of self-
governance through the
Gram Sabha. He also ques-
tioned the silence of the
Government on Samatha
Judgment. The Judgment
came at a time when along
with the State policy of
globalisation, liberalization
and privatisation, national
and global corporate
houses started to enter
tribal/Adivasi areas in cen-
tral India to mine the min-
eral wealth there.

Samatha judgement

As elaborated by Ravi
Rebbapragada, Executive
Director, Samatha, the Gov-
ernment leased out large
mining tracts to corporate
giants during the liberalisa-

tion of the 1990's. This vio- .

lated the Land Transfer
Regulation Act which pro-
hibits transfer of land to
non-tribals in scheduled ar-
eas. According to
Rebbapragada such poorly
thought out decisions by
the Government ignoring
the rights and resources of
the people, .motivated
Samatha, an Andhra
Pradesh based NGO to take
up the fight for the rights of

tribal/Adivasi communities
who would be displaced and
affected by private mining
companies. A PIL was filed
in the High Court of Andhra
Pradesh in 1993 on grounds
that the Government was
also a 'person' and hence
does not have the power to
grant leases to non-tribals in
scheduled areas. After sus-
tained struggle, the Supreme
Court (SC) in July 1997 de-
livered the landmark judg-
ment in Samatha vs State of
Andhra Pradesh and Others.
-In this judgment, SC
Stated that tribal people can
exploit minerals in scheduled
areas without disturbing the
ecology or the forest lands
either individually  or
through co-operative socie-
ties with financial assistance
from the State. It further
stated that in the absence of
prohibition on the transfer of
lands, any licensee or lease
must provide certain duties
and obligations to the tribal
people who are affected by
the project. However, the
court noted that the transfer
of tribal land to State-owned
agencies or corporations is
excluded from such prohibi-
tions. It also stated that at
least 20 per cent of the prof-
its from any project must be
set aside as a permanent
fund for the affected tribal
people's development needs
in addition to any expendi-
ture on reforestation and
maintenance of the ecology.
If implemented correctly,
the Judgment makes tribals/
Adivasis partners in the
growth ‘story of India and
active stakeholders rather
than mere cogs in the vast
economic system. But re-
sponses from various State

Governments to the Samatha

judgment:have been luke-
warm. Stan Swamy has used
the logic of this judgment
and has been calling for its
enforcement in Jharkhand.
Swamy has also ques-
tioned amendments to the
Land Acquisition Act, 2013,
by the Jharkhand Govern-
ment. These amendments
did away with the require-
ment for “social impact as-
sessment” which was aimed
at safeguarding the environ-
ment, social relations and
cultural values of affected
people. A terrifying aspect of
the amendments is that the
Government can allow any
agricultural land for non-ag-
ricultural purposes (ad-
equate changes were made

in the Chotanagpur Tenancy

Act as well as Santhal
Pargana Tenancy Act of 1876
to facilitate such practices).
He also fought for the re-
lease of activists of
Pathalgadi movement which
opposed these Acts and
used the instruments of
Gram Sabhas to fight this on-
slaught.

To understand Stan
Swamy's mindset it is impor-
tant to go through his past
works. From starting as the
Director, Catholic Relief
Services  charity  in
Jharkhand in 1970s , he went
to Indian Social Science In-
stitute, Bangalore to improve
his understanding of soci-
ety. This centre later became
a hub of anti-emergency ac-
tivities. From there he tried

Stan Swamy and the Law

to reach out to hundreds of
young people from the
fringes of society through
systematic training ses-
sions. He actively worked
with JOHAR - the
Jharkhand Organisation for
Human Rights. Later on it
was felt that there was a
need to establish a centre
in Ranchi to coordinate the
efforts of organisations and
movements which were
fighting for the
marginalised communities,
hence Bagaicha came into
existence. He was later ar-
rested from here.

A commonality which
people of North East can
relate to is that Stan has
also been an important part
of the JOAR (Jharkhand
Organization Against Ra-
diation) which led -a cam-
paign against Uranium Cor-
poration of India Limited
(UCIL) at Jadugoda. JOAR
and other organisations
agitated against the ill ef-
fects of Uranium mining
and processing on people
of Jadugoda and adjoining
areas. West Khasi Hills in
Meghalaya also has rich
Uranium deposits and
UCIL has been trying to
mine Uranium in these ar-
eas for long but has not
been successful due to the
resistance of the people.

During the agitation, the
word Jadugoda resonated
quiet often in the Khasi Hills
and incidentally West
Khasi Hills also has a river
named Jadukata. Some lo-
cal leaders at that time at-
tributed the -death of fish
and other aquatic life in
Jadukata river due to ex-
ploratory mining of ura-
nium and it caught the
popular imagination.

Stan Swamy had at-

tended the Elgar Parishad | ¥

meeting on December 31,
2017 to commemorate the
Bhima Koregaon Battle

where the Mahar Regiment |

had defeated the Maratha
army. Now he is arrested
due to his alleged links with
Maoists. Swamy had al-
ways maintained that he
has no connection with

Maoists. To book an 80.

yearold poet, Varavara Rao,
a management expert like
Anand Teltumbde, a social
activist  like  Sudha
Bhardhwaj and 83 year old
Stan Swamy for conspiracy
only points to a pervert de-
sign on the part of those in
power. It is high time that
democratic forces, aware
citizenry, dalits, and tribal/
Adivasi people unite to
protest against the arrest of
Stan Swamy and others and
demand justice for them.
Change has to come from
ordinary people resolving
to do extraordinary things
just as Swamy has been
doing by asking questions
and by standing his
ground.. Even though
Swamy suffers from Parkin-
son's disease and is losing
his hearing, his resolve re-
mains strong as seen from
his latest letter from jail. He
has not been provided with
even a straw and sipper
because his hands shiver
and he cannot hold a glass
of water. It is ironic that the
criminal justice system of
the country shivers and
shudders from the shiver-

Rejoinder -
BDO Mylliem
Block

Editor,

Apropos the Letter to
the Editor under the caption
“Much ado about
MGNREGS” written by
Philip Marwein and pub-
lished in the Shillong Times
on December 4, 2020, the
BDO Mylliem C&RD Block
would like to clarify as un-
der:- .

1. Apropos the allegation
in the letter that there was
favouritism to Umlyngka by
the Block in which 93 Work
Orders were issued during
2017-18 and 2018-19 for a
bulk of works/projects, it
may be brought to the no-
tice of all concerned that
MGNREGA is a demand-
driven programme where
provision of work is trig-
gered by the demand for
work by wage-seekers and
allocation of funds is based
on the number of Job Cards
in each of the Village Em-
ployment Council. As far as

Umlyngka is concerned, the
VEC has demanded work
for implementation of mul-
tiple projects and the village
has a very high number of
Job Cards i.e. about 781
(seven hundred eighty
one), and which therefore
resulted in allocation of
huge amounts of funds.
Hence, the allegation that
there was favouritism is
false, baseless and it indi-
cates that the writer/person
who made such allegation
is not aware of the scheme.

2. Apropos the allegation
in the letter that the BDO
Mylliem C&RD Block being
the supervising authority
did not take appropriate and
timely action when he was
informed about the murky
affairs in implementation of
the schemes in Umlyngka,
it may be clarified herewith
that, hitherto, the RTI activ-
ists namely  Agnes
Kharshiing and Doria
Shabong have not regis-
tered any complaint(s) with
the Block Office against
anomalies in implementa-
tion of MGNREGA at
Umlyngka, other than- (1)

Filing of RTI applications, to
which the Block Office had
replied accordingly; and (2)
Complaint against dual Job
Cardholders, to which the
matter had been disposed of
accordingly. Therefore, the

afore-mentioned allegation .

is false, baseless and un-
founded. However, had any
complaint(s) been registered
officially against anomalies
in implementation of the
scheme, the BDO Mylliem
C&RD Block would have
taken necessary action in
due course as per laid down
office procedures.

The BDO Mylliem C&RD
Block is always committed
to bring transparency and

accountability and he is
fully responsible and an-
swerable for any lapse/
wrongdoing. However, un-
founded allegations are
highly unfortunate, ub-
called for and must be com-
pletely ignored.

Yours €tc,

P.T. Passah, MCS,

Block Development Officer,
Mylliem C&RD Block,

5th Mile Upper Shillong

When the soul

speaks

Editor, _

I am writing to say I was
deeply moved by the won-
derful’ letter in The
Shillong Times (ST Dec 3,
2020), written by Bertha G.
Dkhar (Padma Shri). Both

in her soulful language

and her soulful substance
she expresses that secret
universality that threads
all living beings (at. least
all human beings) in invis-
ible threads of empathy. To
my ears, her words were
like refreshing waters in a
desert, or soothing music
with the power to redeem
all communal cacophony
in Meghalaya. Indeed, 2
heroic life can hardly con-
ceal its inner luminosity. It
shines through the words
and gestures of a great
soul. '
Thank you for publish-
ing this letter.
Yours etc.,
Deepa Majumdar
Via email

KSU should

L3 * 3 "
know priorities

Editor,

Over the course of
years, the demand for ILP
has come up from time-to-
time. While it is necessary
to have cultural conserva-
tion, issues, such as em-
ployment, economic
growth, youth empower-
ment, safety for women,
uplifting living standards
for the rural folk, have
been long standing issues
for our state. An ILP, even
if it controls influx, will,
still not solve such is-
sues. 1 am saddened that

cople like me are forced
to go out of the state to
look out for better oppor-
tunities because they
don't exist in the state.
These are more pertinent
issues and it brings to
question, when will the
KSU protest as vehe-
mently for these issues as
they do for the ILP?

It is no secret that we
borrow heavily from the
Centre for sustaining our
expenditures. Do we not

ing of a geriatric man.
want to find sources to
generate our own rev-
enue? Is this not of con-
cern to the KSU? As a
Khasi, I have never found
the KSU fervently pro-
testing for the rights of
our people, who till date
undergo various . afflic-
tions. During COVID, not
one headline came up
where the KSU went out
of its way to help the ru-
ral folk and the poor. Tun-
ing up aggression, if not
for the right reasons, is
not warranted. Our soci-
ety needs to proceed with
development. Enough of
political agenda!
Besides, now that the
state will (hopefully) im-
plement the MRSSA to
check influx, does the
KSU even know why this
still warrants the ILP?
Yours etc.,
Patrick Kurbah
Bengaluru

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong Times

Lakhs of farmers fighting
for a better future

NDA government
ignoring the demands
will spell rural disaster

By Binoy Viswa)n

The challenges posed
by those who provide food
for the nation is not as sim-
ple, as the rulers think it to
be. The farmers of India are
waiting at the borders of the
national capital for the last
one week. At the moment
tens of thousands of them
from Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, UP  and
Uttarakhand have reached
the various gateways to the
national capital. No amount
of force and intimidation
could succeed in suppress-
ing their unflinching deter-
mination. Their hearts and
mind are throbbing for the
country and its food secu-
rity. Those who do man ki
bat-as part of the routine
propaganda scheme cannot
understand the honest
minds of the farmers. The
man ki bat of real India can
be seen now at the borders
of Delhi.

All along, in its public-
ity exercise the government
was keen to eulogise the
annadathas of the country.
Doubling the farmers’ in-
come was the crowning
promise of the BJP which

s never matertalised. In

turn, they came with three
.agriculture related bills. In

fact, those bills were the
death bell of Indian farmers.
The agrarian crisis in the
country is so grave that

thousands of farmers com- -

mitted suicides during the
Modi regime. Reason be-
hind this phenomenon is

the unscientific and anti-

farmer price mechanism in
the country. .

While the cost of farm
production was always on
the increase, the price of
their produce was con-
stantly falling down. This
mechanism pushed the
annadathas ruthlessly into
the debt trap. In the most
hypocritic manner the Modi
government guaranteed

freedom from the debt trap.’

But their real intention was
that to promote capitalist
greed at the cost of the farm-
ers’ lives. Contract farming
and corporatisation were
the hallmarks of the .farm
laws. Essential Commodi-
ties Act was altered to suit
the greed of the capital. In
such a situation the farm-
ers have no other option but
to fight unitedly to repeal
the anti-farmer laws, the
noose around their neck.-
The farmers’ agitation is
a life and death issue not
only for those who wait at
the borders but for the
whole farming community.
In that way this struggle is
the concern of every In-
dian. Their fight against
corporatisation is to realize
Atmanirbhar Bharat. It is to
uphold food security in
self-reliant India. The coun-
try understands the mean-
ing of their struggle. "The
Modi government that has
adopted FDI as the ultimate
solution has their ulterior
motive to surrender the
large Indian farming sector
before the foreign capital.
Similarly, like the labour
reforms, agriculture reforms
also are drafted for the ap-
peasement of foreign loot-
ers. In order to hide their
subservience to the FDI,
they preach that now the
farmers can bargain with
everyone, everywhere to
get the maximum price for
their produce. Statistics say
that 82.6 per cent of the In-
dian farmers are those hold-
ing less than two hectares

of land. The ‘generous’ BJP

government asks them to
bargain with multinational
giants like Monsanto and
domestic giants like Adani,
Agri Corp, etc. Understand-
ing this fact, the workers
and peasants have taken up
the challenge. We wit-
nessed the India of the toil-
ing masses coming together
to put up their heroic resist-
ance against the retrograde
policies of the right reac-
tionary government,
Cutting across the politi-
cal barriers the workers and
peasants came to the field
on Neovember 26 and 27 an-
nouncing the awakening of
a united fighting force. Since-
then two rounds of talks
have been held with then
Modi ministers but the dead-
leck remains. The present
movement is a significant
step towards worker-peas-.
ant unity which would add
a promising class content to
the ongoing series of strug-
gles. This is riot a political
‘battle associated to any pe-
litical party. This is a battle
of the working people to
save their agriculture and
industry together with their

g . bat-
tle they uphold the causes
of sovereignty, secularism,
and democracy of India. In
that sense it is political too,
committed to the constitu-
‘tional principles. With this
clarity in understanding the
communists and all other
-secular democratic forces
have ever stood in support
of the peasants and work-
ers. Needless to say', that
support will continue,
staunch and stable till the
end. ‘

It is the ugly politics
pursued by the government
that compelled them to see
Khalistan and left extremism
in the farmers’ struggle. So
disappointed they are see-
ing the ever-increasing
fighting mood of the peas-
ants who remain peacefully
day and night at the borders
facing the unbearable cold
of a harsh December. They
follow a perverted world
view only through the mir--
ror of fanaticism and extrem-
ism. That is why they un-
leashed all their propaganda
apparatus to slander the
peasant struggle. This strat-
egy could only fail. The
right-minded people of In-
dia know very well the truth
behind the farmers’ agita-
tion. They know that the
farmers are struggling for
the whole country.

. It is not the farmers, but
the BJP trying to bring in
politics into the concerns of
food and agriculture. The
government should set

- aside its narrow politics and

false prestige and concede
to the demands of the farm-

ers immediately. They
should understand the
mood of the country in sup-

port of the farmers. Several

people of reputation have

decided to. return their

Padma awards and Arjun

awards in protest of the gov-

ernment approach to the
farmers’ agitation. Several

political allies of the BJP

have expressed their soli-

darity with farmers. The

truck owners of the country

have also come out in sup-

port of them. The words of"
the Canadian Prime Minis-

ter Justin Trudeau were the

reflection of the global mood.

It is high time the govern-

ment opened its eyes to re-

ality. (IPA Service)

sanction of projects in
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By Siddhi Jain

ndia is the third-largest tech

start-up hub globally, yet acad

emicians are still on the fringes
when it comes to entrepreneurship
in the country. The gaps in aca-
demic entrepreneurship are evident
in the number of data scientists, en-
gineers and other skilled profes-
sionals who continue to seek em-
ployment opportunities - even
when the job market is down - and
hesitate to dream of becoming en-
trepreneurs, says Esha Tiwary, India
head, Entrepreneur First.

In a bid to facilitate academicians
to turn to entrepreneurship and be
successful at it, London-based tal-
ent investor firm Entrepreneur First
has launched a nation-wide pro-
gramme 'Ideathon - Open Innova-
tion' to hunt, nurture and facilitate
academicians.

Driving the though is the idea
that while traditionally the Indian
market allowed and facilitated the
entry of entrepreneurs, it was
largely restricted to a family run
business or those with decades of
corporate experience in the indus-
try. Things are fast changing, pre-
mier institutes in India like IIT, IIM,
BITS and NIT among others are
waking up to the idea of academic
entrepreneurs.

According to Tiwary's chat with

IANSIife, the idea is that one does
not need to have years of corpo-
rate experience to build disruptive
businesses.” More excerpts: - ‘"

gaps?

Tiwary: India is the third-larg-
est tech start-up hub globally, yet
academicians are still on the
fringes when it comes to entrepre-
neurship in the country. The gaps
in academic entrepreneurship are
evident in the number of data sci-
entists, engineers and other skilled
professionals who continue to seek
employment opportunities - even
when the job market is down - and

_hesitate to dream of becoming en-

trepreneurs!

Traditionally, there are have
been pre-defined pathways, such
as family-run businesses or small-
scale business establishments, for
Indians to get into entrepreneur-
ship. However, tech start-ups have
opened up new opportunities and
levelled the playing field for any-
body with a great idea to set up a
business.

Those in the academia, though,
are yet to realize the potential of
turning their research or discover-
ies into real world businesses that
can have a deeper and greater
societal impact. In today's time,
you don't need to have a long cor-
porate experience to become an
entrepreneur, as long as you have
an impactful idea and zeal to con-
vert it into a purposeful enterprise,
anyone from anywhere can build a
great tech business. For this to
happen, India needs to encourage
and invest in market-led innova-
tions, powered by new-age tech-
nologies such as data analytics, ar-
tificial intelligence (AI), machine
learning (ML) etc. Getting the acad-
emicians on board can make this a
rewarding experience, both for the
individuals as well as the ecosys-
tem.

Another key gap that needs to
be addressed is the gender inequal-
ity in entrepreneurship in India. In
2015, only 14 per cent of the patent
applications listed women as in-
ventors. Academic entrepreneur-
ship offers a level playing field for
female researchers, who account
for about 40 per cent of the aca-
demic talent pool globally.

All things considered, there's im-
mense opportunity for India to har-
ness the power of academic entre-
prencurship to transform the entre-
presieuriiil ecosysteny in- Heleouh-

try and ride the growth wave. .. . .

" Where do Yyou think lie the gaps
in academic entrepreneurship in
India? What are some of those key

Is academic entrepreneurship
Junded enough? If not, why do you

1
i

think that is the case?

Tiwary: Academic entrepreneur-
ship is considered a niche subject
and not everybody understands the
opportunities it presents. At Entre-
preneur First, we have a global per-
spective as we help build start-ups
in diverse markets, such as London,
Singapore, Berlin, Paris and Toronto
in addition to India.

Our experience over the last dec-
ade shows that funding is only one
part of a startup's success story.
The key is to build on the business
idea and find the right people to
make it a reality. As a technology
talent investor, our role is to bring
together highly skilled individuals
with different areas of expertise to
solve specific problems and even-
tually, create dynamic and innova-
tive companies that otherwise may
not have existed! EF acts as the
bridge between business and tech-
nical experts e thus bringing to-
gether the right set of founders to
build high potential stastepsi.ihh

COVID-I9 has forced a new re-
ality in the teaching and learning
space. Your thoughts.

Tiwary: Yes, COVID-19 has up-
ended our lives and forced us to
recalibrate our strategies and expec-
tations. It has been, particularly,
tough for the educational institutes,
given the prolonged uncertainty of
the pandemic situation. However,
online classes could open up new
possibilities for the future, with e-
learning becoming more mainstream,
The new macroeconomic situation
has also led to the opening up of
new possibilities e for example, the
boom in online education has now
exposed the need to better track
learning ability and retention online,
and also improve engagement of
online teaching. All these are areas
ripe for disruption by new techno-
logical businesses. {

In the long-term, we need to loo
at ways to tap into the emerging en-
trepreneurial potential of India. Edu-
cational institutes must be equipped
to nurture young talent into ambi-
tious entrepreneurs and to expose
studerits to ‘the potential ‘of entre-
preneurship from an early age. Cur-
rently, India is home to 38,756 offi-
cially-recognised start-ups, includ-
ing 27 unicorns. It's high time that

we update our conventiona] under-
standing of entrepreneurship so
that we can create new, exciting ca-
reer pathways for Indian talent.

How does Ideathon aim to
identify and enhance innovation
in academia?

Tiwary: With the EF
IDEATHON, we are working to-
wards building an ecosystem of
budding entrepreneurs who have
taken the challenge to move be-
yond the conventional ways of do-
ing business. It is a unique plat-
form to encourage entrepreneurial
thinking of budding entrepreneurs.
While the programme is open for
all talented individuals across sec-
tors e academicians form a large
part of our target group.

The event will provide aspiring
entrepreneurs with a platform to
showcase their talent and provide
innovative, impactful and practical
solutions to problems in any in-
dustry: 3 swith” abtlear planithat
leverages tech to create 10x solu-
tions.

Applicants need to submit a
problem statement, solution, mar-

(SIX)

cademic entrepreneurs in India

ket potential and founder market fit.
The shostlisted teams/individuals
will be asked to present their sub-
missions to the judges. Apart from a
revolutionary idea, participants will
need to present wireframe models/
mock-ups, websites, working proof
of concept (POC), demo videos -or
any other form of detailed project
presentation. ;
The winners- would be announced
in December 2020 and there is a total
prize of Rs 1.8 lakh up for grabs,
along with a fast track application
process for Entrepreneur First's next
cohort.
- Anyone with a technical degree e
Btech/MTech/PhD and equivalent.
Preferably, between oné'to six
years of work experience, along with
stellar academic and professional
background. Graduates from any In-
dian or foreign university, but must
currently be working in India. You
can apply individually or together
with a team member. A- maximum of
two pasticipantsiare allowediinia
team. One can register and submit
concept note.by December 7.
(The author can be contacted at
siddhi.j@ians.in) :

A room of her own

middle-aged woman, wife and
mother, comfortably settled
in a so-called happy family.
In this scenario, is the very idea that
she wants to live on her own is some-
thing of an oxymoron, as in My Hap-
py Family? .

Or, take the case of a recent wid-
ow who refuses to stick to an image
set by society and wants to indulge
in her simple fancies thus prove un-
settling for the immediate family and
society at large, as in Aise Hee?

The two films are from widely di-
vergent locales but the underlying
theme has something common- that
women who choose to walk a differ-
ent path even if at a mature age are
not looked upon kindly by society
dominated by patriarchal values,
even if in the 21st century.

In My Happy Family from Geor-
gia, Manana is a 50-year-old scien-
tist, mother of two grown up children,
living with a husband apparently dot-
ing on her, and her own parents. The
family is jolted out of their comfort
zone when Manana announces that
she wants to live on her own and has
rented a flat in a rather poor neigh-
bourhood. But why? Her own par-
ents accuse her of irresponsibility, her
elder brother begs her not to. What a
scandal! What will people say? the
parents moan at their daughter’s mad
decision.

The film opens with a birthday
party at the house. Manana had told
her husband specifically that she did
not want to celebrate it. But back
from the office she finds he had al-
ready invited his friends and the
house was raucous with food and
drinks. She cannot bring herself to
join in the fun which people find dif-
ficult to understand.

Directed by Nana Ekvtimishvili,
the film was screened in the World
Cinema Dramatic Competition sec-
tion of the 2017 Sundance Film Fes-
tival (now available on Netflix). The
film had its world premiere in the
Forum section at the 67th Berlin In-
ternational Film Festival.

Going against the conventions,
stepping out of her organized life
bring many challenges to Manana

In societies set with patriarchal values, middle-aged women trying
to chart a life of their own are looked at with suspicion. But some
break the norm anyway, as protagonists in two films, one from

Georgia and the other from India, show, writes Ranjita Biswas

but she still does not want to go
back to her old home, though she
visits it from time to time, in crisis
situations too, and has a good rela-
tion with her children who seem to
empathize better with her ‘mad’ de-
cision.

When Manana sits on her little
balcony, watches a plant grow in a
pot she had brought, she finds a
kind of serenity which she could
not find in her persona as a home-
maker. Later, when she finds out that
her husband had been cheating on
her by then she was living on her
own, it affects her no doubt not so
much as an aggrieved wife. By now
she is content to be on a journey of
her own, in quest of an individual
inside her. She is at peace with her-
self- and the world, as she sits in
her little balcony.

Back in India, in Allahabad, a re-
cent widow Mrs Sharma (Mohini
Sharma) also sits by herself on the
balcony of a newly bought flat with

her own money, moving out of her
son’s (and past husband’s house)
in Aise Hee (Just Like That), Kislay’s
debut film. Tt was screened at the
24th Busan International Film Festi-
val where it received a special men-
tion.

Mrs Sharma’s quest for independ-
ence, like a butterfly emerging from
a chrysalis, starts at over 70 years
of age, giving wings to a desire she
must have had subconsciously
nurtured for long. )

In the process, she rustles quite
a few feathers in family apd immedl-
ate society. Why does she avoid the
meditation and exercise sessions in
the local park she once dutifully
joined along with her departed hus-
band? Why does she want to learn
embroidery from ‘masterji’, the
neighbourhood tailor, whose Mus-
lim identity later creates problems?
Why does she want to buy red roses
for her room? Why does she have
to open her own bank account when

Still from My Happy Family

she lives with her son and family?
Questions, questions. Well, ‘just like
that’.

The matriarch, always referred to
as Mrs Sharma as if her first name
disappeared somewhere in the long
years of domesticity, constantly has
to face enquiring eyes, including
from women of her own age, for acts
even as innocuous as having an ice-
cream in a mall, or visiting a beauty
parlour with encouragement of a new
friend, a young girl, who works in a
salon. It is as if life ‘should’ stop for
women at a certain age and fit in a
role that society sketches for her.

This looking for a space of her own
as reflected in literature has quite a
few instances in modern times (may-
be even earlier only it was more sub-
dued). But the search for it continues,
even as the world changes outside ,
for those at home ‘comfortably off’.

One remembers Nora in Ibsen’s
play Doll’s House written way back
in 1879. Nora Helmer lives like a doli,

an insipid woman with little show
of personality of her own as she
tends to her three children and hus-
band, a selfish man. Only later on
she realizes that her persona, her
own desires, were all submerged in
ber role as a wife and mother. She

rebels at last and walks out- to be
on her own, though with many po-
tential , including earning her own
livelihood.

“Oh, sometimes I was so tired,
so tired. But it was tremendous fun
all the same, sitting there working
and earning money like that. Almost
like being a man,” she exults.

Ibsen’s portrayal of Nora, and
her rebellion in a society deeply
enmeshed in conservative values
dictating a woman’s role in society,
has been endlessly discussed and
dissected by feminists, social his-
torians, et al.

But the core problem still re-
mains embedded. And when it in-
volves protagonists who are ‘past’

Still from Aise Hee

their prime, it’s doubly problematic.
Both the directors — Ekvtimishvili in
the Georgian film and Kislay in the
Indian one, tackle the issue of ageing
women in society with subtle touch-
es. Their protagonists do not shout
from house tops to make their views
known but get their own way none-
theless.

Little touches like Mrs Sharma opt-
ing for a flower- printed saree instead
of the dull whites and beige that eld-
erly and widows are usually relegat-
ed to in middle class families, Man-
ana bringing out her old violin to be
repaired, making friends with shop-
keepers in the poor neighbourhood
she was not used to, reflect on the
women’s search for freedom.

Manana and Mrs Sharma could well
say, ‘What's age got to do with 1t?’

( E-Cinelndia magazine / TWF)

(Photos courtesy: Facebook pag-
es of My Happy Family & Aisee Hee)
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A biography to
warm the heart

Guide to wildlife
of South India

N

By Siddhi Jain

enowned naturalists Surya

Ramachandran and David

Raju have released their new
book 'Photographic Field Guide-
Wildlife of South India'. The com-
prehensive field guide covering all
mammals, birds, butterflies, dragon-
flies, reptiles and amphibians of the
six states (Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Goa, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana) of South India.

A must have for wilderness
enthusiasts,'Photographic Field
Guide - Wildlife of South India' is a
window to the rich biodiversity of
South India in its own right. It is sure

wtotransform wilderness walks and
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safaris and even the way people
perceive urban wilderness, starting
from one's own balconies and gar-
dens.

The 360-page book covers 1920
species belonging to the six taxa
using 1850 photographs contribut-
ed by around 280 photographers
from India and beyond. It has been
designed by MugdhaSethi and ed-
ited by Faiza Mookerjee. The book
is supported by WWF India and
the Muthiah Research Foundation,
said a statement about the book.

David Raju works as a naturalist
in Central India and has authored a
well-regarded field guide on his
first love, the dragonflies and dam-
selflies. of Kerala,, Sunya Ramach-
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andran used to be a documentary pro-
ducer and now works as a full-time
naturalist. He is currently an ambas-
sador for Swarovski Optik Birding and
runs a conservation tourism outfit fo-
cussed on snow leopards and other
trans-Himalayan fauna in the moun-
tains of Ladakh.

Over the years, the two of them
have been invited to conduct many
training sessions for park guides, nat-
uralists, wilderness lodges and vari-
ous forest departments.

The book is a collection of their
combined 16 years of experience and
knowledge, accumulated over their
various explorations.

According to Surya Ramachan-
dram.. " As; prafessionnl wilderness

) sop vhes og et aide-nngn o

guides and naturalists, we under-
stand the importance of simplifying
and presenting complicated informa-
tion in a beautiful concise manner.
That is essentially what this book is
all about a powerful tool for anyone
who wishes to explore and better
understand the wild corners of the
region. It has been three years since
we started working on the book and
in the end, all we want to do is get
back out there and revisit all the wild
spaces of South India that inspired
us to make this book a reality."
David Raju adds, "The first con-
nect we make with anything we come
across, from people we come across

-to objects and wild denizens, is the

process of naming it. This often leads
to the building of curiosity, aware-
ness and eventually conservation in
some form.

This book is an effort to ensure
that the process of initial identifica-
tion is made easy and plant the seeds
of exploration and the need for pres-
ervation of our biodiversity."

Field Guides are.invaluable tools
in the field, which can be used by
keen visitors to wildlife parks and
guides. The content covers areas like
Birds, Mammals, Reptiles, Amphibi-
ans and Insects.

This is the second such book by
the authors. :

Their first book 'The Photograph-
ic Field Guide - Wildlife of Central
India' was published in 2016 and it
aimed to shift the focus of visitors
and local guides towards the wilder-
ness as an entity, and not just the
mega species. '

The book covered 850 species
from six taxa and covered all Central
Indian landscapes from Rantham-
bore to Tadoba to the Bundelkand
Plateau in the north."

It releases on December 15, 2020.
Priced at Rs 1500 in India, it's availa-
ble at: photofieldguides.com for
buyers within India; amazon.com in-
ternationally. :

_(The author can be contacted at
siddhi.j@ians. i)iuic.,
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he timing couldn’t have been
more perfect.

"Joe Biden: American
Dreamer" (Bloomsbury) is a concise,
brilliant and incisive examination of
the US President-elect and his life-
long quest for the White House by
National Book
Award winner and ||
New Yorker staff

writer Evan
Osnos.
Former Vice

President Biden
has been called
both the luckiest
man and the un-
luckiest — fortu-
nate to have sus-
tained a 50-year
political career
that reached the
White. House, but
also marked by
deep  personal
losses that he has
suffered.

Yet, even as
Biden's life has
been shaped by
drama, it has also
been powered by
a willingness, rare
at the top ranks of
politics, to con-
front his short-
comings, errors |
and reversals of
fortune.

His trials have:
forged in him a
deep empathy for
others in hardship
an essential
quality as he ad- INEG—_—_————
dresses a nation at its: most dire hour
in decades. : .o

Blending up-close: journalism and
broader context, Osnos illiminates
Biden's life and captures the charac-~
ters and meaning of an extraordinary
presidential election. He draws on
lengthy interviews with Biden and
on revealing conversations with
more than a hundred: others, includ-
ing former President Barack Obama,
Cory Booker, Amy, Klobuchar, Pgte
Btisies. and A 13088 of Rraesss-
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sive activists, advisers, opponents,
and Biden's family members. .

~In this nuanced portrait, Biden
emerges as flawed, yet resolute, and
tempered by the flame of tragedy —
a man: who just may be uncannily
suited for his moment in history. .

Oénos has been a staff writer at
the New Yorker since 2008.

-~ . His most recent book, "Age of

Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth,
and Faith in the New China", won
the National Book Award, among
other honours. &
Previously, he had reported from
China, Iraq and elsewhere for the
Chicago Tribune, where he shared a
Pulitzer Prize for investigative report-

.ing, He, lives. with hjs wife. and chil-
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‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt Ajai Bhambi
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Venus trine Neptune on your solar retum chart and it will give amazing
results for the whole year. There will be growth in your career/work/
business. Money and wealth will keep coming. You will make plans to buy
a new residential/commercial property. Additional sources of income can
be tapped. You will also take new projects that are in the pipeline. You may
also sign some agreements to bring an element of newness in your work.
You will get good profit from this. Students will perform well in exams/
interviews. They will receive favorable rewards. The results of job-related
tests, departmental exams, competitive exams will favor you. You will
come up to the expectations of your bosses. You could get involved with
a person known to you. it could end up in marriage. Your brother/sister wift
enjoy your confidence.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You would express yourseff with charm and grace, whether
it's through what you express verbally or write. This is a cycle
of completion and transition. It is a time when we need fo let
go of things that no longer serve their purpose, and hold on to
ings that have a future. You would express your sympathetic
compassionate side. The ideas you plant now, will benefit
you later. Others might find you less sociable, as you are busier
than ever and you focus on your activities and your needs.
Still, you are outgoing and your initiative is stronger than ever.
You would stand alone, take action and start fresh.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

There is perfection and beauty in emotional relationships as you
come from a deep and spiritual space within o relate in a new
way with your loved one. You display great skill s in sports
or physical activity that wins you appreciation and brings an
opportunity to travel. Beware of a covetous and suspicious
person around you who could cause misunderstanding in your
personal relationships. Avoid being lazy and laid back as
temporary gain or success in business needs to be followed
up with hard work and dedication. You desire to leam and
improve your practical and creative skiils.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

You would improve your professional and personal relations,
as you express yourself in a gracious and exalted manner.
There could be a change in ideas or plans, increase and
decrease in finances and fluctuation in business. You can be
lead away by enthusiasm unless careful inner balance is
maintained. Marriage, business partnership and collaboration
are strengthened through understanding and commitment. You
are just fair and generous in family and professional situations.
Your sense of humor takes you smoothly out of difficult
situations.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

You are likely to get business and work opportunities from
overseas and engage in multiple activities. You may be
tempted to spend lavishly on things that make your life more
comfortable and pleasant. It is a good time to organize your
workplace and make it more efficient and equipped with good
infrastructure. You may need to adjust your pian of‘ action.
Ervors in judgment made now are likely due to impulsiveness
and the overlooking of crucial details. You could have so many
new ideas that you don' have time to implement.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

Realistic levels of optimism and confidence are with you, and
you are able to attract fortunate circumstances into your life.

roblems are easier to resolve. Your social life will likely
increase and bring you in contact with more influential, powerful
and helpful people. Matters refated fo universities, higher
education, organized religion, publishing, legal affairs, and
foreign interests proceed smoothly. You would be able to see
the world around you in practical terms. This is an excellent
time to seek advanced training and further your education.
Remember to be thankful and humble.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

T

professional and personal life. You desire to leam and improve

This is & significant time for romantic relationships as you move
ahead together. It's a greattime to exert your personal influence,
as you come across as especially cooperative In your

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

VS

Scorplo:(October 24 - November 22)

Sagittarlus: (November 23 - December 21)

&

_+ and start a healthy living routine.
Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)

ﬁ

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

&

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

-p<
>

your practical skills. New responsibilities are likely to present
themselves and you would take them more seriously. You
would be able to structure your life and your ambitions. You
are now able to discipline yourself. Take this opportunity to
structure your life and your goals, and work diligently towards

them. Walking and communing with nature can be therapeutig |

pastimes. :

Socializing, romance, and stabitity are enhanced and in focus
Love, friendship, and relationships are emphasized. You ar
creative and you succeed in areas that allow you to mak
something beautiful, attractive, or entertaining. Any artistic o
musical talent you have is more prominent. This helps you
stay on track and to meet your responsibilities. Your
for your future is stronger than usual, and you may find tha
projects you start, or investments you make, will bensfit yo
for years to come. This period brings joy, understanding an
hamony in personal and professional relations.

You may be recognized or rewarded in some way for the effort
you put forth. Because you project a more responsible ai
credible you, people in authority tend to be more inclined t
appreciate you and recognize your work. Practical matte
come into strong focus and demand attention. You woul
achieve success at work and complete projects througl
interplay of ideas and correlation of subjects since communi
cation is your ability. You could be restless and pay occasiona
visits to friends and relatives.

You wouild have positive feelings towards religion and religious
people during this phase. You have a passionate nature
although you display self-discipline with people around you.
Work and relationships go through a transformation. You may
be thrown by certain developments in the family and feel
compelled to take a strong stand or things can go out of hand
Complications in financial matters can be expected this week
Avoid confrontations. It's also a good time to break bad habits

This phase brings confidence, pleasure, invoivement, and
grace in personal and professional relations. This enhance:
excellent work opportunities for people in a creative line
marketing, media, show business, consultancy and relat
fields. Romantic affair and pleasure-seeking activities com:
into focus. Stick to your regular exercise routine and regula
pattern of nutritious diet. Your confidence attracts opportunitie:
and some of you may be promoted or your career could tak
a new direction.

You would face new circumstances, changes and unfamitia
situations. A positive approach and well-spoken words woul
benefit and gain favors from people in authority and power. Yo
may take up new assignments and projects that would brin:
creativity and innovative ideas. Your inner hopes and desire:
come to the fore even as you tackle your job with a realisti
and practical purpose of mind. More loving and appreciativ
relationships with your children may also figure at this time
This is an especially spiritual time for you--a time when yo!
renew your energy and consider the things that are importan
to you.

This phase highlights friendship, romance and love in persona
relations. Your thoughts turn to children, pleasures and worshi
during this time. The fine arts are inviting and involving as yo
channel your creative energy into it. A new person o
opportunity leads to renewed interest in creative fields. Fres
attitudes and a new perspective are needed. You give an
receive affection and love from friends and relatives. This i
agood time to build your skills, get organized and attend to you
health and well-peing. Children do you proud.

Career preference

“By Ranjan K Baruah

ver the years history has
been a common subject for
students of humanities or

social sciences. We have read about
history since our school days and

this is a subject which is taught eve- -

rywhere. In our last edition we have
published scopes and opportunities
related to Museology. Many stu-
dents have asked me other options
related to the same and more focused
with history. We must know that
there is a difference between
mythology, history and archaeolo-
gy. One of the best options for stu-
dents who are interested in history
may take archaeology as their career
choice. It is the study of human ac-
tivity in the past, primarily through
the recovery and analysis of the
material culture and environmental
data that has been left behind by
past human populations, which in-
cludes artifacts, architecture, bio-
facts ,cultural landscapes , etc. The
word archeology is derived from two
Greek words 'archaios' which means
ancient things and 'logos' which
means theory of science. Archaeol-

ogy was first put to use by the Ro-

mans in the eighteenth century but
it was given more accuracy by Hein-
rich Schliemann who brought to light
the origins of Greek civilization.

Archaeology can be one of the
rewarding and challenging career
opportunities for those who are keen
to know about the past. It can give
awareness about the heritage and
tradition of a country or a culture. It
is the scientific and systematic study
of past and human cultures through
the recovery, analysis and documen-
tation of material remains and envi-
ronmental data, like architecture, ar-
tifacts, features, landscapes and bi-
ofacts.

Archaeology is a multidiscipli-
nary science which draws help from
geography, history, anthropology,
chemistry, geology, art and literature.
Those who are involved with the
studies of archaeological discover-
ies are termed as Archaeologists.
There are courses related to the same
and aspirants may opt for it. Numis-
matics, epigraphy, archives and mu-

Representational image

seology are the important branches
of Archaeology. One needs to spend
time to become successful as it needs
patience, training and time for re-
search and learning. Courses relat-
ed to subjects include Advance Di-
ploma in Archaeology and Museol-
ogy, B.A. Indian History, Culture and
Archaeology, M.A. Ancient Indian
History, Culture and Archaeology,
M.A. Archaeology, etc. Aspirants
may join government services or join
teaching. There are different oppor-
tunities to be in research and other
fields.

There are many archaeological
sites in the north east and they need
trained people. Job options are more
with the government sector but as-
pirants may take up entrepreneurial
ventures too related to media and
tourism. Apart from qualification it
is important to have employability
skills to get placement.

ASI: The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI), under the Ministry of
Culture, is the premier organization

ey

for the archaeological research and
protection of the cultural heritage of
the nation. Maintenance of ancient
monuments and archaeological sites
and remains of national importance
is the prime concern of the ASI. Be-
sides it regulates all archaeological
activities in the country.as per the
provisions of the Ancient Monu-
ments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958. The organization
has a large work force of trained ar-
chaeologists, conservators, epigra-
phist, architects ‘and scientists for
conducting archaeological research
projects through its Circles, Muse-
ums, Excavation Branches, Prehisto-
ry Branch, Epigraphy Branches,
Science Branch, Horticulture
Branch, Building Survey Project,
Temple Survey Projects and Under-
water Archaeology Wing.

(The author is a career mentor
and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or

bkranjan@gmail.com)
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Politics, farmers

IT would sound curious that the unions of farmers
have called a Bharat Bandh on Tuesday even as
their discussions with the government on the
contentious aspects of the farm reforms legislation
are continuing, not stalled or halted. While the
farmers’ unions have claimed they are apolitical and
1Ssues were more important to them, the week-long
agitation is acquiring a political colour. Admirable is
the fact that the farmer leaders are holding this
agitation in a peaceful manner for the past several
days. If farmers have problems, their unions have
all the freedom to take it up and make every lawful
effort to get them solved. At the same time, if the
agitation acquires a political colour, that will be to
the disadvantage of the farmers. Notably, over 50
unions of transport operators too have jumped into
the fray and announced they would participate in
the Bharat Bandh in a fraternal spirit for a brotherly
cause. This would ensure that the nation will be
paralysed for the duration of the bandh. To add
steam to the anti-government campaign, the
Congress, the Left and the TRS too have expressed
their support to the bandh call. More opposition
parties are bound to join the pro-farmer protests
and hold the government to ransom.

The farmer unions are set to continue their talks
with the government on Wednesday. The
government has made it clear it has an open mind
and is ready to accommodate the genhine
grievances, if any, as regards the farm reforms. This
is the right spirit on condition that the government is
sincere in this commitment. These are difficult times
for the nation. The past eight months of the Covid
sweep of the nation, as also the world, has turned

the economy upside down. So many man-days have

AR VA L O W 1N

been lost due to the shutdown of the nation and th
iterations of lockdowns that followed. It is worth
considering whether a Bharat Bandh, or more such
protests in the coming days that will further hit the
national economy, is advisable. Farmers are already
proving a point by the blockade they effected on
capital Delhi in the past several days. The railway
freight services were also affected in the northern
region, costing the Railways hefty sums, because of
this blockade. On the positive side, the Modi
government is handling the situation with patience.
Yet, along drawn-out agitation of this kind is bound
to cause hardships to the nation. It is important that
all sides conduct themselves more responsibly; more
so in these days of Covid pandemic.

TOTHEEDITOR

ILP-an
outdated

L]
colonial law
Editor,

The Inner Line Permit a
colonial law made by the
British to protect their
business interests but sold
as a law to protect the
identity, culture and
traditions of the tribes from
various outside "influ-
ences" has again become a
hot topic. With every
passing week some demand

or other is made by
pressure  groups and
political parties. The

contention of the Union
Government that Megh-
alaya is a 'transit' state and
tourism is the backbone of
the economy is an over-
statement. The state falls
under the purview of the
Sixth Schedule with checks
and balances drawn from
the Constitution that
empowers local governance
at the grassroots through
the Autonomous District
Councils (ADCs). It is
therefore upon the ADCs to
see that the Meghalaya
Land Transfer Act is not
violated. However, the LTA
has in fact been violated
and this law is just a paper
tiger that cannot be
implemented in true spirit.
A classic example is that of

Jaintia Hills and West Khasi
Hills wifh mushrooming
cement plants, brick kilns,
charcoal and coke units.
How is the LTA working
here? Now, obviously when
the work force isn't available
the intrusion of cheap
labour will always be an
issue which the ILP will not
be able to prevent. We have
the State Land Transfer Act
and along with this is a
pending Land Bill in
KHADC and the Khasi
Lineage Bill that is gathering
dust. These are the foremost
instruments that can
prevent outside intrusion
rather than have a Colonial
Act which doesn't stand
justification in the Indian
Republic after

independence.
Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin
Wankhar
Shillong:3

ADCs are white
elephants

Editor,

The article by Albert
Thyrniang appearing in The
Shillong Times on Nov 11,
2020 is a frank and
transparent analysis of the
very existence and continu-
ation of the 3 ADC’s in
Meghalaya. They are at best
described as  “white
elephants”.

ADCs in Meghalaya
at the Crossroads

The President of the
state unit of the BJP has
recently upped the party’s
ante especially on charges
of corruption against the
two Autonomous District
Councils in the State. There
is a saying in the local
parlance, ‘Ki sla dieng kim
ju khih khlem ka jingbeh ka
lyer’ which means the
leaves on the trees will not
move if there is no wind.
The charges are not
unfounded and therefore
the function of the two
district councils needs re-
examining.

When the staff of one the
ADCs has not received
their salary for more than
nine months and the
employees in another
Council have not been paid
for almost two years, then
the members of the ADCs
and the State Government
needs to take a hard look at
the affairs of the two
Councils. The people of
Meghalaya, particularly
those who are active in the
District Council Affairs
need to do an in-depth
introspection on what has
gone wrong with the two
ADCs. Since the elections
to the ADCs are also
contested on the basis of
party politics, the political
parties too are to be blamed
for the state of affairs in the
two ADCs. The question
that begs the answer is
what has brought the two
ADC:s to this sad stalemate.

The Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution prescribes
that the subject of
allotment, occupation or
use, or the setting apart, of
land, except land which is a
reserved forest for the
purposes of agriculture or
grazing or for residential or
other  non-agricultural

purposes or for any other
Rt AT SR T S A § ¥ AT .
-purpose “is “a" 'District

Council subject. The
Council is also empowered
to manage any forest within
its jurisdiction except the
reserved forests. And apart
from the rivers, the use of
canal or water courses for
the purpose of agriculture
is also a District Council
subject. But why are all our
rivers in such bad shape?
What have the ADCs done
to protect and preserve the
rivers in the state?

The power to establish
village or town committees
or councils and the
appointment and
succession of Chiefs or
Headmen is entrusted with
the District Ccouncils. The
matter relating to tradition
which includes inheritance

Diversion of funds,
inept, inefficient and corrupt
working has rendered the
ADC’s redundant and the
sooner we get rid of the
same the better it would be
for the public at large for it
is the public who foot the
bill of inefficiency Mr.
Thyrniang has the figures
of rampant corruption and
siphoning of funds from
ADC. This happens
because of our minds are
infected by the “Shipara
Syndome” and our habit of
receiving illegal gratific-
ation, nay extortion by the
entire set up not only in
ADCs but also in our
polluted lifestyles i.e. no
value for hard work.

There is no justification
for continuance of ADC’s
when other NE States have
done away with their ADC’s
after gaining statehood. We
have a very funny system
of governance which is to
carry on with the weight of
even a defunct or abolished
set up. An example being the
GST replacing the Sales
Tax/Service Tax, but we still
continue with the entire staff
of the Sales Tax/Service Tax
Department when GST is
administered by the Central
Govt. which is managed by
Central funds i.e. the salary

and perks.
Another example is that
of Meghalaya Power

By HH Mohrmen

of property; marriage and
divorce; social customs are
also subjects under the
purview of the District
Councils. But almost all the
ADCs have done precious
little in this regard and the
young people today cannot
distinguish between the
indigenous and the alien
culture.

For example a friend had
pointed out on social media,
that young people did not
realise that the concept of
Adam’s rib is a foreign idea
which is predominantly an
Abrahamic religion con-
cept. In the Pnar tradition
marriages comprise of three
major stages which include
‘Kyllad kurim, ‘ka e Synjat
Lator’ or engagement, and
‘ka lam-futang’ or marriage.
The tribals also have
tradition of divorce ‘ka
pynlait san shyieng’ or ‘i
pynleit kurim’ in Pnar which
includes ‘i e thnem or e
chipiah’ which is an
accepted  symbol of
separation between husba-
nd and wife. Divorce is an
accepted norm and there is
a tradition in place which
has to do with this practice,
and ‘till death do us apart’
is also a borrowed idea.

Perhaps this also is the
reason why the concept of
registering of marriages is
not practiced by the people
who follow traditional
religion. The ADCs have
only issued license to the
marriage registrar of
different Christian
denominations as per the
existing laws, however no
license was issued to
register marriages amongst
the followers of the
traditional. religion. It was
only. récently that:the. Daloi
and other religious heads of
the Traditional religion were
authorised to register
marriages in their respective
communities.

Customary practices in
the area under the
jurisdiction of the ADC
have not even been
documented and conside-
ring the rate at which people
convert to Christianity, the
fear is that it will be too late
by the time ADCs decide to
do so. The need to at least
have these traditional
practices documented
before they disappear from
the face of the earth is very
urgent and important.

The ADCs not only have
the powers to establish
primary schools in areas
under their jurisdictions but

Distribution Corporation
Ltd which produces 180-200
MW of power and has 4500
odd employees whereas
NEEPCO generates 4500
MW of power and employs
1800 people only. How can
MPDCL ever stand on its
feet? It is said when the
Govt. does business its
citizens are rendered beggar.
This is well reflected in all
the public sector underta-
kings managed even by
Central Govt such as HMT,
BEML, IDPL, Public Sector
Hotels, and Electricity
Boards, Nationalised Banks
etc. The process of merging
the banks is agonisingly
slow besides privatising the
other units, some mentioned
above is not even
discussed. The privatisation
of Air India is half hearted
because the Govt wants to
keep the jewels i.e. the
profiting subsidiaries and
wants to sell loss-making
units. The issue of Bharat
Petroleum which has been
timed in such a way and the
price tag makes two issues
apparent — (a) in Covid-19
situation there may not be
any bidders at all (b) it may
be to favour some Indian
group. This again is neither
fair or transparent nor good
for the nation.

Out of seven states in the
North East five are failed
states -  Meghalaya,

they can also establish,
construct, dispensaries,
markets, and in some cases
look after fisheries, roads,
road transport and
waterways. Sadly due to the
Council’s own mishandling
of the important subject,
management and administr-
ation of the Lower Primary
Schools in the state has now
been taken over by the State
Education department.

The Councils were
empowered to assess and
collect land revenue and to
impose taxes but they have
failed in this front too. The
classic case in point is when
agricultural land is allowed
to be transferred from ‘Patta
Hali’ which is used for rice
cultivation to land holding
for non  agriculture
activities. Such lands were
converted to residential area
especially those on the
banks of or near the rivers.
The outcome of such act is
as what has happened along
the Wahumkhrah River is
also the subject of the
District Council but they
have not come up with
mechanisms to protect the
catchment areas and restrict
the construction of any
structures on the banks or
near the river.

The ADCs are also
empowered to issue
licences or leases for the
purpose of extraction of
minerals and the share of
the royalties collected each
year from licences or leases
are shared between the
ADCs and the State
Government. Earlier royalty
was collected by the ADCs
but again for reasons best
known to the two parties,

- the State. Government took .
over the responsibility of .

collecting the same and
shared the accrued royalty
with the ADCs at its whims
and fancy. The District
Councils were  also
empowered with the
authority to regulate and
control money-lending and
trading by non-tribals, but
more often than not this
authority is used as a means
of earning revenue for the
Councils.

The major issue which is
also a contention that many
MDCs have, is paragraph
12A which also hangs like a
Damocles sword over the
Councils’ neck. This is
related to the application of
the Acts of Parliament and
of the Legislature of the
State of Meghalaya to

Mizoram, Nagaland, Arun-
achal and Manipur; not that
the remaining two are much
better. These states with the
narrow and closed policy

. would never be able to stand

on their feet as they indulge
in cheap politics of
favouritism; have absentee
governance and succumb to
the multitude of NGOs
proliferating in each State.
The mighty British Empire
ruling over 126 countries in
the 1940°s after a long and
concentrated militancy
pirating the world was never
allowed a peaceful sleep,
here in Meghalaya. Patriots
like U Tirot Singh, Kiang
Nangbah Pa Togan Sangma
knowing very well that it
would be impossible to
defeat the English, yet
fought bravely to defend
our indigenous dignity,
independence, our faith, and
culture. These patriots all
lost the battle but we
embraced their loss by
embracing a  foreign
language, script, culture,
dress, their way of worship,
and lost all that was ours.
After trading the loss with
what we received we never
had the time to think as to
what we lost and what we
gained. We did not acquire
from the British their work
culture, honesty, diligence
but we acquired all the
undesirable traits like Albert

autonomous districts. Para
12(A) says ‘notwit-
hstanding anything in the
Constitution, if any
provision of a law made by
a District in the State of
Meghalaya is repugnant to
any provision of a law made
by the Legislature of the
State of Meghalaya, then,
the law or regulation made
by the District Council shall
be void and the law made
by the Legislature of the
State of Meghalaya shall
prevail.’

The law mandates that
the ADCs shall have to
constitute a District Fund
for each autonomous
district but the reason that
the two ADCs in the state
are in financial distress is of
their own making. It was in
the last State Level Audit
Advisory Board (SLAAB)
meeting that the members
were informed that the
books of accounts of the
two Councils have not been
audited for almost a decade
now.

The ADCs particularly
those of the Garo and Jafitia
Hills are in the news on a
regular basis but sadly, for
all the wrong reasons. The
state of affairs in both the
Jaiitia Hills Autonomous
District Council and the
Garo Hills Autonomous
District Council has caused
undue hardship to the staff
who have not received the
salaries due to them for
almost two years. When
Garo Hills ADC has failed
to pay the staff salary for
almost twenty months, the
question is how can the
Government even consider
holding elections to the
Council where it will have
to spend few crores of
rupees to do the same?

+Nothing is- perfect and

the same goes for: the |
ADCs. They have not been |

able to perform as was
mandated by the law, but
the existence of the
Councils is crucial for the
local people of the state.
Although a lot has change
and society has evolved
but the relationship
between the people and the
land is still a very crucial
aspect of their lives.
Protecting and preserving
the vestiges of culture and
traditions of the people is
another important matter.
The need of the hour is for
the State to help the two
ADCs come out of the red
and transform the important
institution for posterity.

hhmohrmené67
@gmail.com

Thyrniang correctly
analysed where the surname
‘Chyne’  became an
Anglicised version of the
Khasi surname ‘Khain.” The
avowed principle for which
the ADCs were created was
to safeguard the tribal
culture, religion, dress and
the fundamental ethos
acquired from the ancestors,
instead of just aping-the
west. All these years of their
existence the ADCs do not
have even 10% credit for
any work they have
accomplished for the
purpose for which they were
formed when the United
Khasi & Jaintia Hills and
Garo Hills were in an area
which was part of Assam.
They have done nothing
except to extort money from
helpless traders which
obviously does not go in
the coffers of the District
Councils. Extortion, threats,
coercion are adopted by
hired ruffians which are
handy to work for the
District Council at a fee. It’s
actually a sad state of affairs
but no one writes about it.
Yours etc.,
Bhagwati Prasad
Goenka
Shillong - 1

Society’s moral test
and how we treat
people with disabilities

By Dr M R Rajagopal

December 3 marked the
International Day for
Persons with Disabilities.
We see a host of coverage
on issues that are otherwise
not brought to our notice,
or concerns we don’t even
know we should care about.
This is the significance of
having a day devoted
internationally to an issue.
But the day has passed.
Beyond customary
announcements or token
actions, we must ask in a
lasting manner how we, as a
society, treat people with
disabilities and what needs
to be done so that they can
continue to live a
meaningful life with dignity
and respect.

On December 3, like on
any other day, I took a one-
hour walk just as the world
was waking up. Despite the
growing  traffic, an
occasional blaring horn and
the noisy loud speakers in
places of worship, I could
hear the birds singing and
could feel theworld.

But I know that this is a
temporary state of affairs for
me. A day will come when I
will no longer be able to
move around like this. Like
everyone else, I also have

dying a sudden death. The
greater likelihood is that
before I leave this world, I
would be bed bound and
possibly dependent on a
wheelchair for mobility for a
period of time.

By the fundamental
rights enshrined in our
constitution, I believe I have
a right to live with dignity
even at that time. But I would
not have the strength to
fight for those rights. I can
enjoy my rights only if the
world around me accepts
that those living with major
disabilities have rights too.
Granting me life with dignity
would mean giving me the
opportunity to be part of this
world. It means that those
around me treat me without
the cruel love that makes
them say, “Why do you want
to get on to a wheelchair?
We shall bring whatever
you need over here. Just
rest’. ,

I can, at that time, enjoy
any freedom of movement
only if I have access to the
courtyard or the landing in
front of my house and out
on to the sidewalks. This
would necessitate a ramp to
wheel my life out of the
confines of my home. But
practical difficulties would
lie in my way. We do not
have all that much space in
front of my house.
Apartments are anyway
getting more compact as
India grows.

No one can gauge the
earthquake brewing deep
inside me as I realise that my
life does not really amount
to anything much to anyone
anymore. Family members
and the children don’t really
mean to say that my life is
less important but that’s the
way it feels to me. Never
again do I demand a ramp.

And if some day, I school
myself to think positive, get
all excited about something
and want to enrol myself on
an online course, someone
may look at the brochure
and exclaim, ‘Oh God. This

only about 10% chance of

is so expensive!” Do I really
mean it? And I withdraw, not
only from the course; but
also farther away from life
into a shell deep inside me
that I did not know existed.

I would lie there stripped
of the right even to feel sad.
And 1 would lie there
wondering why the world
around me assumes that I am
useless because I cannot
walk. Why are they no
longer involving me in family
discussions? In decision
making? In child care? Why
would I want to exist if I am
no longer needed? If I am to
be just another not-too-
beautiful vegetable rotting in
a room at the back?

Add to all this the
numerous physical ailments
that may follow because the
family has not been educated
in my care and because
nobody bothered to advise
them about the right kind of
bed that would prevent
pressure sores on my back.
Or because no one took the
trouble to offer me the choice
of intermittent

‘catheterisation of bladder
which would avoid those
deadly urinary infections.
And all this because of the
callousness of a health care

system which has not
included rehabilitation as a
major element of health care
in our country.

A doctor who sees me
may wonder whether I am in
depression. No one is likely
to sit down beside me, lay a
hand on my arm and ask,
“You look sad. Would you
like to talk about it?”

I have been talking about
the eventuality of a disability
that will happen to 90% of
us at old age. But that picture
is not complete. And now
imagine this happening to
the lakhs of young people in
India who get paralysed
below the waist because of
road accidents, falls from
construction sites or trees or
road accidents. For them the
problems are not just for a
few months or a few years,

_but a whole lifetime!

We do not need a lot of
money to make lives liveable
for them. We only heed the
recognition that health care
is truly ‘physical, social and
mental well-being and not
only absence of disease or
infirmity’ as defined by
WHO. If we do, we will learn
to make rehabilitation an
essential part of - that
healthcare system. The first
requirement is to make our
minds accessible to them,
then our homes, then the
sidewalks and finally our
automobiles.

As Hubert Humphrey
said, “The moral test of a
society is how that society
treats those who are in the
dawn of life...the children;
those who are in the twilight
of life...the elderly; and those
who are in the shadows of
life...the sick, the needy, and
the handicapped".

(Dr. M R Rajagopal is the
Chairman of Pallium India
and Director, Trivandrum
Institute of Palliative
Sciences, a WHO
Collaborating Centre for
Training and Policy on
Access to Pain Relief)
(Through Foundation of
The Billion Press) (e-mail:
editor @thebillionpress.org)
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Tussle between Ecology & Development

'I'.l IE case of Brichymot in East Jaintia Hills where
villagers have come out to support Star Cement in
its expansion plans which includes mining limestone
and shale from 42.051 hectares of land is a classic
case of the raging environment versus development
debate. There is a tendency to pit one against the
other with no middle ground. The pressure groups
have scuttled successive public hearings on the pro-
posed limestone mining without as much as a con-
sultation with the real stakeholders — the people of
Brichyrot from where the limestone will be mined:
The same pressure groups ironically say nothing
about the destructive effects of coal mining in the
State which includes acid mine drainage that has
poisoned the rivers of Jaintia Hills and killed the

nverine life.

Natural resources are considered natural capi-
tal. The forests, rivers, land provide the much
needed ecosystem services, without whichwe as a
species would not survive. The BJP government,
under Narendra Modi is pursuing an agenda which
puts environment as the last priority. Nearly all the
green laws passed by the UPA Government are
being subverted or rewritten to facilitate the setting
up of mineral resource intensive industries. Statu-
tory bodies like the national board for wildlife and
forest advisory committees have been pulverized.
Environmental clearances are being speeded up.
Meghalaya seems to be following that trajectory.

The limestone mining areas is located in an eco-
logically sensitive zone around the Narpuh Reserved
forests which have a plethora of wildlife including
the almost diminishing Hoolock Gibbons. A section
of the people around that area are conscious of the
devastation that will happen if large scale mining is
allowed and the cement factories are expanded. But
some villagers argue that Star Cement has brought
roads, jobs and other development which govern-
ment had failed to do. Obviously, this section of
pro-development group have developed stakes in
the Cement Company. Interestingly even the local
MLA is in favour of limestone mining. The argu-
ment laid out by the villagers that Star Cement will
protect the environment and plant trees etc., post
the mining activities, does not hold water. There isa
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA) which is authorized to conduct a scientific
environment impact assessment and which should
give the final verdict on whether or not it is feasible
to mine limestone in Brichymot. The enthusiastic vil-
lagers cannot give their opinion based only on the
development agenda. There may come a time when
their area becomes unlivable and they might have
to migrate to some other village because the air and
water are polluted. This is too expensive a cost for
development. And this generation alone cannot take
aselfish decision that will impinge on future generations.

| TO THE EDITOR ' :

Tackling inflation and recession
together, a formidable challenge

In the last week of No-
vember, the government
confirmed that India was
officially in a recession, pos-
sibly for the first time in
modern history. The techni-
cal definition of a recession
is when the economy con-
tracts for two successive
quarters, i.e. three month
periods. Between April to
June India’s economy went
down by 24 percent, and
between July to September
it shrunk by 7.5 percent.
These compression rates
are as compared to the level
of GDP one year ago respec-
tively. The first quarter con-
traction was explained
mostly by the severe
lockdown ordered by the
Central government, to
tackle the spread of the pan-
demic. The second quarter
continued to be in the nega-
tive territory, although this
contraction was less than
what was feared. At this rate

the overall economy will-

shrink by around 8 to 10
percent overall for this fis-
cal year. This would trans-
late into a loss of national
income of about 16 to 20
lakh crore, or between 12 to
15 thousand rupees per per-
son. This loss of income is
because many services
business like hospitality,
tourism, travel and retail
shops have had to com-
pletely shut down.

Lack of demand has also
meant the scaling back of
production and employment
in many other sectors. The
most acute pain has been in
the informal and unorgan-
ised sector, consisting of
small businesses. These
could be single person en-
terprises, or a shop with four
of five employees. The hit
to this sector is most severe
and will be fully known af-
ter a lag, because their data
is not automatically cap-
tured in the Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs, as it is for the
larger and formal sector com-
panies. Former Chief Statis-
tician of India Pronab Sen
has said that the small and
medium enterprises
(MSME) which contribute
45 percent of the country’s
industrial output could be
affected very badly, result-
ing in Q3 and Q4 losses of
GDP too, and this will be
evident only later.

As such, the MSME

By Ajit Ranade

guaranteed loan package
offered by the government
has not been fully sub-
scribed, as small businesses
are reluctant to take on more
loans. They fear bank-
ruptcy. The mudra loans al-
ready given out to small
businesses are in danger of
turning delinquent and add-
ing to the non-performing
loans of the banks.
Beyond the loss of na-
tional income is the loss of
jobs. since ninety percent of
the workforce is in the un-
organised sector, the work-
ers in this sector work with-

vides incomes to families. As
for the organised sector em-
ployees the data from EPFO
shows a decline in formal
sector employment. CMIE
also reported that, by July
nearly 20 million formal sec-
tor, salaried individuals had
lost their jobs this year so
far. in the preceding quarter
some of them may have
found new employment, as
recruiting picks up.

As a result of the reces-
sion year, India’s potential
growth rate has dropped to
4.5 percent as per the Oxford
Economics Research Or-
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out a formal contract, with-
out health insurance and
pension and without other
benefits. It is difficult to
keep an exact track of the
status of this part of the la-
bour force. One source is the
weekly employment survey
by CMIE, a private organi-
sation. During April when
the lockdown hit was most
severe, nearly 122 million
people became jobless. That
number has come down
sharply, and since July the
number of unemployed
maybe in the range of 28 mil-
lion. More tellingly many
workers. may have dropped
out of the labour force alto-
gether, and more so ' women.
This will lower the denomi-
nator and misleadingly tell
us that the unemployment’
rate is dropping. But what
we need to watch for is the
labour force participation
rate, both for men .and
women. This is what pro-

ganisation. This is the me-
dium-term attainable growth
rate. Which means that for
the foreseeable future any
growth in excess of this po-
tential rate can cause infla-
tionary pressures. But even
now as the economy tries to
recover from the depths of
recession, there are worry-
ing signs of inflation pick-
ing up. It is currently close
to 7 percent and the outlook
is that it will remain high.
Foodgrain and vegetable
prices may go down after
harvest time, but commod-
ity prices including metals,
cement, oil and chemicals are
inching up.

Just a week after the GDP
data release for the last quar-
ter, came the announcement
by the Reserve Bank of In-
dia, on its latest monetary
stance. The current policy
rate, i.e. interest rates at
which liquidity is supplied to
commercial banks is the low-

est it has been. This policy
rate is at 4 percent. but even
the RBI is worried about in-
flationary pressure building
up. The official statement of
the RBI is a study in con-
trast. on one hand it says it
will pursue its accommoda-
tive policy as long as nec-
essary to revive economic
growth. So, money supply
will be high and credit will
remain cheap. But on the
other hand, it is cautious
about inflation, and it says
GDP momentum is building
up. Inflation calls for tight-
ening money supply, and
recession calls for loosen-
ing money supply. The RBI
seems to be caught between
a rock and a hard place.
Meanwhile too much liquid-
ity is firing up the stock
market. To top it all, the large
listed companies reported
record profits in the July to
September quarter.
Classical economics did
not anticipate a coexistence
of inflation and recession.
When demand is down,
naturally prices would go
down, as producers offer
discounts, faced with ex-
cess capacity. But when
there are supply shocks,

- such as those caused by the

pandemic and  the
lockdown, which reduces
the potential growth rate,
then we face the spectre of
simultaneous recession and
inflation. Navigating out of
this will need a fiscal stimu-

lus to shore up consumer

spending, an investment
revival to increase the pro-
ductive capacity of the
economy, and a careful
management of inflationary
expectations. concomi-
tantly the government will
also need to pursue redis-
tribution of income to re-
duce the widening dispar-
ity. This also calls for fiscal
prudence to cut wasteful
spending, find new revenue

through asset sales, mining: |
-and spectrum auctions, and

build investor confidence.
All this will call for the most
astute economic and expec-
tations management. It’s
going to be a busy budget
season.(Dr.4jit Ranade is
an economist and Senior

Fellow, Takshashila Insti-

t u t i o n )
(Syndicate: The Billion
Press) '
editor@thebillionpress.org)

The undefiled
Wahdienglieng

_stream!

Editor,

On November 28, I had
the privilege of walking
from my residence to the
Agriculiure official quar-
ters, Risa Colony, on some
private errands. While on
the verge of reaching my
destination as I was cross-
ing a small bridge hemmed
in between two localities of
Risa Colony and
Wahdienglieng, I was in for
a mind-blowing experience.
I saw the crystal clear
streamlet flowing under the
bridge and was taken aback
to recollect that just a few
months ago this very stream
was transforming into a
dumping space but, lo’and
behold, now it has dramati-
cally re-invented its avatar
of yore. When | enquired
from some residents living
there about this unexpected
sea-change, | was told that
the local Rangbah Shnong
of Wahdienglieng and its
passionate volunteers have
adopted a resolution to re-
vert this moribund stream to
its bygone iconic beauty by
way of passing strictures
that anyone found to be
polluting the stream would
have to pay a heavy pen-
alty. To add teeth to this
deterrent, residents had
been advised to click pho-
tos on their mobiles etc., of
any person who violates
the order and thereafter the
same may be communicated
to the local authorities so
that punitive action can be
taken and the sender of
such snapshots would also
be rewarded. This order
couldn’t have come at a
better time! Such noble in-
stances set by the locality
in question ought to be veri-
tably replicated by other lo-

calities of Shillong city as
well. It is regrettable to ob-
serve that many streams,
rivers, water bodies that
were once the pride of our
hill station are irrevocably
vanishing, )

Be that as it may, the
aforesaid running stream of
Wahdienglieng has im-
pressed me deep enough to
compare it to its counter-
part ‘The Brook,” a beauti-
ful poem by Lord Tennyson
where I, too, pray that this
rivulet will maintain its
undefiled self and keep re-
sounding like the stream of
Tennyson’s The Brook:

For men may come and
men may go

But I go on forever.

. Yours etc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh,
‘ Via email

No water to
Laitumkhrah

area

Editor, i

Through this letter I
would like to bring to the
notice of the authorities
that there has been no sup-
ply of drinking water to
Laitumkhrah area from De-

-cember 1, 2020. On enquiry

from the plumbers it is learnt
that the main feeder line
from Umkhen reservoir has
broken down due to exces-
sive rainfall received this
year. Even though an offi-
cial complaint was made by
the taxpayers to the
Shillong Municipal Board,
however up to the time of
writing this letter no re-
sponse has been received.
It is sad to learn that in
times of pandemic when
water becomes the most
important source in com-
bating the virus, the people
of Laitumkhrah and its ad-
joining areas are being de-
prived of safe drinking wa-
ter. While taxpayers hon-

estly pay their SMB taxes so
that services are not dis-
rupted, it is unfortunate to
see the sorry state of affairs
of the service provider
whose staff are also fight-
ing to get their dues paid.
Hope those manning the
system and of course our
public representative are
aware that under their nose
‘all is not well’..
Yours etc.,
Wankitbok Pohshna
Ward 1, Laitumkhrah
Shillong-3

Missing the
Cherry Blossoms

Editor,

My family and I make it a
point to come to Shillong
during this season every
year to see the Cherry Blos-
soms that dot the landscape
of this lovely cheery city.
This year Covid has played
spoilsport. I was born and
brought up in Shillong but
my family shifted to
Dibrugarh in the 1980s for
reasons beyond our control.
But a birthplace 1s some-
thing one remembers with
much fondness and which
one wants to touch base
with as often as possible. I
still have friends that I grew
up with in Shillong and we
are in touch. In my growing
up years I don’t remember
seeing so many Cherry
Blossom trees blooming all
at once like nature suddenly
wearing a pink gown. Peo-
ple have put up pictures on
social media and the scene
is exquisite. How I miss this
season in Shillong.

Of the many pleasant
memories I have of Shillong
are the lovely dining spaces
like Pinewood Hotel which,
according to me makes the
best Indian food. There’s
Cloud Nine if one wants 3
lovely Asian meal and, of
late, City Hut Dhaba has
become quite a favourite
haunt of my family and

friends. Shillong is known
to be a place where one can
just chill, listen to music
while someone strums the
guitar. Then in mid Decem-
ber the whole city is decked
up for Christmas and I love
visiting homes that have
fireplaces. Everything is just
so perfect. These are the.
joys that no one can take
away from us. Not even the
prospect of having to apply

_for a permit to enter the

place of one’s birth. Of

course, I am sad that this

once cosmopolitan haven
with genteel people who al-
ways welcome you home
with genuine warmth might-
now join the ranks of those
other states that have never
come out of their cocoons
to embrace the world.
Shillong was never like that
and I shudder to think what
will become of this city once
the ILP is implemented.

Be that as it may, I sup-
pose the local people know
best what’s good for them.
But from what I understand,
the people of Shillong no
longer have any control

over the future of
Meghalaya. The polite and
courteous Shillongites

have chosen to remain si-
lent while the narrative is
now controlled by a new
and audacious lot that feel
they alone have the mandate
to decide the future of
Meghalaya. The profile of
Shillong is fast changing
and not for the better. So the
Cherry Blossoms will bloom
but will their admirers, [ am
afraid will dwindle with time.
Ah! Whither my birthplace!

Yours etc.,

JK Baruah,

Dibrugarh

- Baba Ramdev
- an unsaintly

businessman?

Editor,
Baba Ramdev has osten-

sibly done a great job by
quickly identifying the im-
portant herbs for combating
COVID-19. He wasted no
time coming out with
CORONIL which is selling
like hot cakes now. Please
consider yourself lucky if
you get one from AMAZON
or PATANJALI website.
There’s an unprecedented
demand for this wonder
medicine from across the
country. True, the composi-
tion has amazing restorative
healing and immune-boost-
ing properties. However
one can only thank God for
creating countless wonder-
ful herbs and plants for man-
kind which are all free. What
is amazing is, unlike chemi-
cally produced drugs they
cure our ailments without
side effects if properly used.

I also sometimes wonder
how the Almighty is so
“clever” that He did not add
extra delicious “flavor and
taste” to the. majority of me-
dicinal herbs as He has
done for fruits such as or-
ange, mango, pineapple,
pomegranates et al. God
well-knew that “greedy
men” would then have “ex-
ploited” those medicinal
plants only for themselves.
They would have processed
and marketed them across
the globe only to make
“quick money” and as a re-
sult, the poor natives would
have been completely de-
prived of them for their
health purposes. This is the
reason why those plants
with bitter and awfully pun-
gent taste are still available
freely in the jungles despite
indiscriminate exploitation
by bio-pirates and corpo-
rate. ‘

Incidentally, though I
have tremendous respect for
a saintly person, 1 detest
Baba Ramdev for his glar-
ingly uncharitable attitude
this time around. In this un-
precedented COVID crisis,

his Patanjali has priced
Coronil at a whopping Rs
400. This is exorbitant con-
sidering the cost of ingre-
dients used in the medicine
and comparing their prices
in the market when pur-
chased by the quintal.
Ashwagandha, Giloy, and
Tulsi are three very “com-
mon” and considerably in-
expensive herbs used in
Coronil. If one breaks-up
and calculates the prices of
the ingredients in bulk, the
120 Gm packet should not

exceed Rs 100 or maximum

Rs 150. Of course, given the
expenditure involved in re-
search, Patanjali could have
raised an additional amount
Rs 50 and pegged the price
at about Rs 200. But Rs 400
per packet is not only un-

justified but an open loot-

ing. Are the main sufferers
in the pandemic crises rot
the weaker sections of peo-
ple?

Taking the undue advan-
tage in this COVID-19 cri-
sis by the company owned
by saintly persons is totally.
unbecoming. Many buyers
have already expressed
their deep displeasure
against Patanjali’s exorbi-
tant prices. What 1 am baf-
fled about is that one who
sincerely preaches the sig-

nificance of “service to hu-.

manity” and the virtue of
compassion in life can think
otherwise and act other-
wise. I feel the renowned
Yogi like Ramdev should
have considered this
COVID crisis as an oppor-

“tunity to practice the holy

doctrine of serving human-
ity. But Baba Ramdev is
behaving more -like an-
unsaintly businessman.
My reverence for the

“«sanayasi” has diminished.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

(email: |

.

A conspiracy to denigrate
the farmers’ agitation

PIL in Apex Court
is BJP-inspired to
break the movement

By Arun Srivastava

Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) which so far has
been most effective instru-
ment for a dissenter to reg-
ister his disagreement to
consent. Is.ironically be-
hind used by the support-

ers the Modi government -

to criminalise the dissent-
ers and urge upon the judi-
ciary to punish them on the
ground that they were
working against the nation
and creating hindrance in
the society

On Friday a PIL was
filed in the Supreme Court
seeking removal of
protestors from Delhi bor-
ders. The petitioner a law
student from Delhi Rishabh
Sharma was so pained at
the miseries of the Delhites
that he moved the court
seeking directions for the
authority concerned to
open all bordeis of Delhi.

The PIL states that it is
necessary to remove the
gathering as it is blocking
the roads for all emer-
gency/medical services
that are required to be sup-
plied within' Delhi to stop
the spread of
coronavirus. Besides, sev-
eral patients frequently
travel to Deihi from differ-
ent states for treatment in
government hospitals.

In the Shaheen Bagh

case too, a similar request

was made to the Supreme
Court and the court readily
obliged the petitioner. The
petition filed by advocate
Om Prakash Parihar had
mentioned that it is "nec-
essary to remove the gath-
ering" as the protest is
posing hurdles for access-
ing emergency medical

services needed to curb

the_spread of COVID-19

and to attend to patients in

need of medical attention:

The plea further stated
that life of lakh of people
protesting at Delhi borders
is at immediate threat
"since the virus is very
contagious and if by
chance this coronavirus
disease takes the shape of
community spread, it will
cause a havoc in the coun-
try.” ‘

It is worth mentioning
that even after the forceful
eviction of agitating wom-
en’s of Shaheen Bagh at
the direction of the Su-
preme Court , the Modi
government and the
Kejriwal government com-
pletely failed to check the
spike of the corona. What
was the most unfortunate
aspect of the entire game
played at that time was
apex court allowed itself to
be used by the vested in-
terests. The court issued
many guidelines but both

the governments failed to

implement them.

At that time too the
lawyer had argued that ma-
jority of the protestors are
elderly people who were
vulnerable to the. Once
again Sharma is playing the
same card that corona is a
deadly- virus, and it is in
their best interest to com-
pletely avoid such mass
gatherings.

The PIL is being used
by the BJP supporters to
remove the farmers, who
are protesting against the
recently passed Farm Acts,
from the Delhi-NCR bor-
ders. With the government
refusing to concede to
their demands, they have
made their intentions clear

of further intensifying their -

agitation. In this backdrop
the government was find-
ing it a tough proposition
to physically evict them.
The only best course open
for it is the judicial inter-
vention and order. It is to
be taken note of that thou-
sand of local residents near
the borders are feedings
lakhs of the farmers. If they
had any reservation or
would have been against
the protestors, they would
not taken up this noble
task.

The plea demands that
protesters be shifted to
some other place and the

the

Delhi borders, which have
been blocked due to the
protests, be reopened. It
further states that social
distancing and mask wear-
ing protocol must be imple-
mented among the protest
groups.

In fact the Union gov-

ernment had already tried
to entrap them by offering - -

to hold their protest as a
park identified by it inside
Delhi. But the farmers had
refused to be laid in the trap.
Ass the intentions of Modi
government is not honest,
they are keeping out of
Delhi.

The petitioner is biased
against the agitators is clear

from the drafting of the PIL;

"Though the Police has al-
lotted a dedicated place for
the protestors to protest
peacefully, but the
protestors are not shifting/
moving to the allotted
place and in order to creaté
trouble for the commuters
they have blocked the bor-
ders. Furthermore, owing to
their large number of
protestors, the police is not
able to control such a large

‘gathering”. The fact is till

today during the eleven
days of the agitation, not a
single case of violence or
any untoward incident has
been reported.

Once the matter comes
up before the Supreme
Court, it is not clear what
the view will be.. But it must
ask the Modi government
why it has not made any
serious attempt to solve the
crisis. Why it resorted to
the tactics of delaying?
Whose interest was it try-
ing to protect? The govern-
ment would present the agi-

tators as dissenters. Since’

the farmers have'refused to
give their consent to the
laws, the BJP and its sup-
porters are branding them
anti nationals and invoke
legal action. It is unfortu-
nate that in recent times the
democracies have no lan-
guage to understand a dis-
senter in any manner except
as a criminal. It is really sad
that government has devel-
oped the habit of listening
to the voice of consent
only and a’dissent is noth-
ing but crime, threat to the
government.

People usually do not
come out on the streets. It
is only after all options are
exhausted they come to
street to protest, as has
been in the case of farmers.
The. farmers have been
protesting against the three
laws for last four months.
The Modi government did

no listen. They described -~

the movement as Punjab
centric. Now it has been
testing their patience and
perseverance by refiising to
agree. Ironically it is argued
that dissent in a self-rule is
not suited. Dissent is to be
used against the colonial
rule. But when the native
government starts behav-

ing like an alien and colo-

nial rulers what the people
should do? Do they allow

to be humiliated, assaulted

and punished? .
What is happening in

the case of farm laws is.

Narendra Modi has been
humiliating and whipping
the farmers to safe the in-
terests of his corporate
friends. This is also evident
from the failure of his min-
isters who are engaged in
negotiations with the farm-
ers to commit. The farmers
have called Bharat Bandh
on December8 and that has
the support of all the lead-
ing opposition political par-
ties. The NDA government
has to agree to an amicable
solution to farmers de-
mands at the proposed
meeting on December 9 if
the Government has any
care for the rural economy
of the country at this time
of crisis. Any other course
to break the farmers move-
ment either through BJP
muscle power or through
Court intervention, will be
disastrous for the future of
India. (IPA Service)
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dom of speech is freedom above all

iinse whose views you dislike most.”

- Peter Hitchens
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New Parliament Complex
"1 the Supreme Court giving its nod to
~oemipoejan for the new Parliament Building on
- mber 10, the last word on the Central Vista
~i* “tis still pending with the court. The Centre
el proceed aggressively with the construction
lthe court takes a final view on the petitions
tttotore it by environmentalists and others. It is
' assume that the court will notdelay the mat-

forioo lone.

+1thnod for a constituency delimitation process
- rending for long, it is for the Centre to have
‘ne at the earliest so that justice could be done

ol people’s representation; meaning the

oLty

+ith a larger population bulge over the years

' require to have more members in the Lok
«!tvi States where population has dwindled over
- vrors might not necessarily lose the existing
+ 12ih This would mean the Lok Sabha requiring
» vlitional seating capacity of about 300. The
-+t has referred to this requirement while the

e up for hearing; and that 888 seats have

“1inned out for the lower house in the pro-

- thuilding against the present LS strength of

I %emilarly, with Rajya Sabha too.
Having come this far, the Modi government is
‘nid 1o persist with the completion of the project
twoeyears” time, coinciding with the 75th anni-
+wary ofIndian Independence. Erecting a new
: rhoment house would also mean the BIP plan-
g this out in @ manner that befits itsrideological
v orns and political agenda. For instance, if a
. huress government does this instead, it will promi-
‘" th have the stamp of the Nehru family legacy.
e BIP government can be trusted to downplay
tas. The present objections, though, are mainly in
*vIation to environmental concerns, the loss of pre-
<1vus greenery, the strain on resources, the likely

v congestion for the area ete.

t'he design for the new parliament building looks
pressive. The rest can bé left to the imagination

.1less details are provided to us. The present par-
‘wunent building has a special design, grandeur and
lignity. It is unique in style and imposing in its ap-
ceerance. Hope is that the new building too will
uatch with the expectations of the modern genera-
11 and stand out as a showpiece with more ameni-
ivs: 1 he Central Vista project also involves a resi-
Lznce for the Prime Minister and Vice President as
1150 space for offices on a larger scale. -

T he larger question at this time, however, is

- bether India can afford this multi-crore project

- hen the country is passing through an economic

Coreptum.

L TO THE EDITOR

¥IGRIHMS
iling jts students
and doctors

Folitar, .

“his i to bring to your
ti.e that there is a grave
imution developing in the
o TORIHMS  Campus,
v duangdiang. For a time
sund of almost one month
11 o electricity in the
109 hestels and there is
#1.aking water in the
i Medical Officers
2 iRAO-H). The Ad-
creyration is turning a
.+ to the requirements
OWHD-19 warriors of
.+ who have toiled
isiling in this cold
dit Jor the welfare of
«oeral public. No ac-
T+ been taken from the
e tration in this mat-
w1l date. Students are
e ther examinations
w1 being able to
. ont even their daily
o0 Due to power fail-
1 MBBS Hostels,
© o e now forced to
- binng cold with-
< and proper
water. Even the
i 1o life is being
t o them. Mobile
and laptops are ren-

Lossas a result.
i on the
NS Administra-
"4 premier insti-,
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And they lived
happily ever after

The demand for the In-
ner Line Permit (ILP) sys-
tem for the whole of
Meghalaya is the most
stringent demand resound-
ing all over the state today.
The demand for an influx
regulating mechanism has
always been there and vari-
ous mechanisms, aside
from the ILP, had been pro-
posed, discussed and ex-
amined as Meghalaya, its
politicians and its pressure
groups, probed and
searched for the best pos-
sible option. The peculiar
nature and strategic loca-
tion of Meghalaya within
the political setup of the NE
was not lost sight of in
these debates. Then came
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act of 2019 and eve-
rything changed overnight.
The threat of influx was no
longer limited to the shad-
owy confines of stealthy il-
legal immigration from
across the border but sud-
denly became an unclut-
tered stark reality, encour-
aged and abetted by the
Law of the land itself.
That’s how the indigenous
people of Meghalaya saw
it and the inclusion of
Manipur within the protec-
tive umbrella of the ILP only
helped raised the pertinent
question, “if it’s good
enough for Manipur why
shouldn’t it be good for us
too ?” A Pandora’s box has
opened ever since. One
hopes that the Centre has
the bandwidth of states-
manship to deal with the
problem but frankly speak-
ing it is a distant hope.

Let us within the frame-
work of this essay assume
that Meghalaya will be
granted the ILP. What
then? Placing emotional en-
thusiasm aside, one has to
accept that things then will
no longer be the same as
before. An element of
change with the potential
to impact on the social, po-
litical, cultural and eco-
nomic aspect of life would
have been introduced into
the system. The day to day
lives of all the inhabitants
of Meghalaya, irrespective
of race, creed or ethnicity,
will then have to flow along
and adapt with this change.
So as we clamour and de-
mand for the ILP a question
arises. Do we have a plan
of action; a vision; a fore-
thought as to what to do in
the event of our ILP de-

mands being fulfilled? Has.

a road map for the future
been prepared? It is not
without reason that a few
discerning voices have also
been heard asking about the
future of a post ILP
Meghalaya. Asking such

By Toki Blah

questions is not to oppose
the ILP but simply a recog-
nition of the fact that life
must go on despite what-
ever happens and that we
have to prepare for it. The
onus for such preparations
will of course fall on the
shoulders of political par-
ties and politicians or those
with the pretensions of be-
ing leaders of the state and
its people. Of concern
therefore is the absence of
any preparation for such an
eventuality. With the ILP,
the self proclaimed sav-
iours of the state would
have achieved their objec-
tive but why this dearth of
futuristic and visionary po-
litical leadership? It reflects
poorly on those elected to
power.

The unanimous resolu-
tion of the Meghalaya As-
sembly in its demand for
the ILP is a clear indication
that cutting across the po-
litical chess board, every-
one is deeply apprehensive
and concerned over the de-
mographic mischief that
the CAA is in all likelihood
capable of introducing into
the state and the region as
a whole. It was realised that
the ILP is the only protec-
tive mechanism available
against such tomfoolery.
This realisation should
however be accompanied
by the understanding that
our ethno- political survijval

-also needs to be supported

by a robust and viable eco-
nomic environment. Politi-

_cal self determination re-

quires to be accompanied
by self sustaining eco-
nomic viability. One is in-
complete without the other.
Question is — does this
combination exist in
Meghalaya? Exploiting our
coal and limestone re-
sources has simply created
wealth for a few without
changing the fortunes of
most. 80 % of the popula-
tion are agrarian while this
sector continues to crawl at
2% growth rate. Any pre-
text at industrial activity
without the support of Cen-
tral subsidies is unthink-
able. Employment for our
youth is still Government
service oriented which now
has reached saturation
point. 48 years down the
line as a state we are still
dependent on New Delhi’s
largesse for our economic
survival. Even  after 48
years of political self deter-
mination through state-
hood there is hardly any-
thing new or exciting in the
economic sphere to con-
tribute to the GDP of the
state. For 48 years we fo-

cused on political develop-
ment alone. Economic de-
velopment was kept in the
backburner. Today our
roads, highways and
bridges are going kaput
faster than we can repair
them. The civic infrastruc-
ture of our cities have fallen
into rapid disrepair. Our edu-
cation system has more or
less collapsed. Our health
care system is on the verge
of crumbling. The only vis-
ible growth is the growing
number of incompetent poli-
ticians. With statehood we
miserably failed to relate the
significance of economic
development and infrastruc-
ture development with the
overall growth of society.
Can we say we are paying
the price for this oversight?

At this point one’s atten-
tion is drawn to an emerg-
ing enterprise which. has
been hailed as the most
promising for job creation
and income generation for
our hilly landlocked state.
Yes, we speak of the poten-
tial of Meghalaya tourism,
an industry which has been
identified as capable of meet-
ing the economic expecta-
tions of both urban and ru-
ral areas. It was an activity
beginning to bloom. Invest-
ments, largely private and
thrillingly local were begin-
ning to flow into this sec-
tor, albeit with rising con-
cerns of its negative impact
on the ecology and fragile
eco-systems arising mainly
out of the type and kind of
tourists we were attracting.
Expectations of a new dawn
were however on the rise.
Even a staid and unimagi-
native administration was
beginning to take notice.
Unfortunately the Corona
pandemic has nipped this
budding business in the
bud but with luck this will
be a temporary setback. Ex-
pressions have also been
raised that the introduction
of the ILP would prove to
be an impediment to the
growth and development of
Meghalaya tourism. Per-
haps, but again perhaps
not. Perhaps the ILP would
be a golden opportunity to
curtail the entry of busloads
of monkey capped visitors
who hardly contribute to the
economy of the state and
who instead are the main
.contributors to tourism re-
lated traffic jams and pollu-
tion. Perhaps the ILP would
be the opportunity to intro-
duce high-end, low volume
- high value tourism, the
likes of which prevail in
Bhutan and Sikkim. Tourists
who then come will be visi-

tute and such lack of basic
amenities to the ones who
are serving.the public with-
out a second thought?

There have been in-
stances of posters being
pasted all over the campus
by the doctors but the

Deputy Director, Mr
David T Umdor who is re-
sponsible for these matters
remains unavailable even if
he is in his office.

Please help us put pres-
sure on the administration
side. Only if the media re-
ports such things will the
Administration pay heed to
our suffering.

Yours etc.,

ANEIGRIHMS Doctor,
Name withheld on request,
’ Via email

Joyride to
Delhi!

Editor,

Whatever be the ur-
gency that needs to be ad-
dressed by the Government
of Meghalaya in consulta-
tion with the Government of
India, I believe carting all
the 60 MLAs to Delhi is a
waste of time and of the
state’s meager revenue. At
best the CM , the HM an'd
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion may make the trip to
Delhi. This suggestion of
taking along all the 60 leg-
islators is a ridiculous idea

and is perceived more of a
Christmas outing for little
children.

Proper governance is re-
quired and not to give in to
the whims and fancies of the
MLAs. This is very poor
judgment and it should not
happen.

Yours etc.,
Tyrone D’Brass
Tura

Will the DC
intervene?

Editor, ,

Under the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) scheme, the
Government provides sub-
sidy on 12 LPG cylinders to
every household in a year.
However, most localities like
Kench’s Trace, Howell Road
and Harisabha area of
Greater Laban haven’t re-
ceived their full quota of 12
subsidized cylinders in the
current year. In Harisabha
area households will get
their seventh cylinder if
there is another supply of
refill cylinders in this last
month of the current year.
So, M/s Longkmie Gas
Agency, where are the re-
maining five subsidized cyl-
inders that the residents of
Harisabha are entitled, too?
It is going to be fifty days
since the delivery of the last
refilled LPG cylinders in
Harisabha. Similarly, in

Kench’s Trace, Howell
Road and other localities of
Greater Laban, which fall
under M/s Longkmie Gas
Agency. The number of de-
livered refill cylinders var-
ies between six and seven,
that is, one in every two
months. Where are the do-
mestic, subsidized refilled
LPG cylinders of gullible
customers ending up then?
Which force is working be-
hind the scenes and gulp-
ing up LPG cylinders in con-
nivance with the gas
agency?

In all these localities, it is
seen that the said gas
agency has wilfully deliv-
ered refilled cylinders at a
gap of sixty days, instead
of thirty days, leaving cus-
tomers high and dry. One
can easily see the wilful ploy
of M/s Longkmie Gas
Agency here which is de-
priving customers of their
annual quota by a whop-
ping fifty percent. Now, why
should customers like us
not suspect whether our
quota of cylinders are end-
ing up in the black market?

" The East Khasi Hills District

Administration must look
into the matter and see that
the remaining five/six re-
filled LPG cylinders are de-
livered to the customers of
Greater Laban from the
godown of M/s Longkmie
Gas Agency and also en-
sure that there is no foul

play by the said gas agency.
Yours etc.

BC Paul

Shillong - 4

X’Mas or
Christmas?

Editor,

Christmas is also some-
times known as X’mas.
Some people don't think it's
correct to call Christmas
X’mas as that takes the
'Christ’ (Jesus) out of Christ-
mas. Christmas comes from
Christ-Mass, the Church -
the bride of Christ that cel-
ebrated the birth of Jesus.

But that is not quite right
according to ecclesiology!
In the Greek language and
alphabet, the letter that
looks like an X is the Greek
letter chi / ? (pronounced
'kye' - it thymes with 'eye")
which is the first letter of the
Greek word for Christ,
“Christos.”

The early church used
the first two- letters of
“Christos” in the Greek al-
phabet 'chi' and ‘rho' to cre-
ate a monogram (symbol) to
represent the name of Jesus.
This looks like an X with a
small p on the top.

The symbol of a fish is
sometimes used by Chris-
tians (One might see a fish
sticker on a car or someone
wearing a little fish badge).
This comes from the time

tors willing and capable of
not only spending but also
conscious of their environ-
mental responsibilities, for
in the final analysis that’s
what sustainable tourism is
all about.

Then there are those
who sincerely believe that
with the implementation of
the ILP all of us will live
happily ever after. Sorry to
be a wet blanket but noth-
ing can be further from the
truth. We witnessed the
same “No Hill State, No
rest” euphoria during the
Hill State movement. We
got our hill state but look
at the sorry plight we are
now in. One has to accept
the truth and admit that in-
flux is not the only threat
that Meghalaya faces. ILP
or no ILP, these threats will
continue to grow as long
as we the people and the
politicians we elect con-
tinue to ignore reality. Lan-
dlessness is now a reality
which is bad news for a
state whose identity is
linked with community
ownership over land.
Where the Land Transfer
Act is supposed to prevent
the alienation of tribal land
but where it’s District
Councils turn a blind eye

“to a land grab by the tribal

rich at the expense of the
tribal poor. Poverty is on
the rise in Meghalaya. The
BPL census 2002 shows a
staggering 48.90% inci-
dence of poverty
(Meghalaya Human Devel-
opment Report 2008). God
only knows but with the
onset of the Corona pan-
demic and the recession in
livelihood options, the
Meghalaya incidence of
poverty must by now have
shot up to the high heav-
ens. The gap between the
rich and the poor is increas-
ing and this again is bad for
a community that loves to
showcase egalitarianism as
the centre piece of its cul-
ture. )

Government after gov-
ernment throughout the
years has  shunned the
concept of good. govern-
ance. Governance as we
once knew it has all but dis-
appeared. Others are aware
of this and that is why in-
vestments into the state are
so hard to come by. In the
process Meghalaya has
gradually deteriorated to
Jjoin the other bimaru (sick)
states of the NE. The ILP
might save us from outsider

infiltration. Yet what we |

should truly be worried
about is how do we save
ourselves from ourselves?
E m a i 1
toki@neline.com

when the first Christians
had to meet in secret, as the
Romans wanted to kill them
(before . Emperor
Constantine became a
Christian). Jesus had said
that he wanted to make his
followers 'Fishers of Men',
so people started to use that
symbol.

When two Christians
met, one person drew half a
basic fish shape (often us-
ing their foot in the dust on
the ground) and the other
person drew the other half
of the fish. The Greek word
for fish is 'Ikthus' or
'Ichthys'. There are five
Greek letters in the word. It
can also make up a sen-
tence of Christian beliefs 'Ie-
sous Christos Theou Huios
So-te-r' which in English
means "Jesus Christ, Son of
God, Saviour". The second
letter of these five letters is
X or Christos!

So X’Mas can also mean
Christmas; but it should al-
ways ‘be pronounced
'Christmas' rather than 'ex-
mas'!

Yours etc.,

Dr. Chanmiki Ezra Laloo

ViaEmail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not

that of The Shillong
Times ' )

(SIX)

After ILP
what?

By Wankitbok Pohshna

It’s exactly a year since
the 60 MLAs passed a reso-
lution in the august house
that Meghalaya should also
be brought under the ILP
regime since the Citizenship
Amendment Act was
passed by both houses of
parliament. The special ses-
sion of the Assembly was
convened as pressure was
mounted on the govern-
ment from several pro-ILP
groups. While the assembly
debated the ILP, thousands
of protestors gathered out-
side the streets to impress
upon the MLAs to pass the
resolution come what may.
The assembly must have
certainly deliberated on the
matter, following which the
MLAs to consensually
passed the resolution for
implementing ILP in
Meghalaya as the only
means to safeguard our
tribal identity and indig-
enous culture in this vast
nation.

Ironically the same As-
sembly had never used the
same yardstick when the
authority of traditional bod-
ies’ was questioned by the
High Court of Meghalaya.
No discussion was even
brought to the assembly on
subject related to the grass-
roots system of governance
which is the first contact
point when it comes to is-
sues like influx etc. Except
that such similar session
was only convened by the
KHADC to pass the Village
Administration Bill (VAB)
which never could see the
light of day. No doubt in the
advent of CAA, many have
argued that ILP was the
only tool, since our identity
was at stake as post CAA
will bring in unabated influx.
But this agenda was never
debated at length except by
demands put forth in pub-
lic meetings led by various
groups. It has also reached
a point that the Sixth Sched-

ule and Land Transfer Act .

are regarded as failed laws
-and their inability to tackle
core issues - of . our

““Jaitbynriew’ when it comes

to protectionism.

We are soon turning 50
years as a tribal state and
our so called leaders are still
of the opinion that we are
an endangered species.
Hence who has failed who
should be the point of de-
bate. Now exactly a'year af-
ter, just like an anniversary
occasion, we, see some
MLAs from the Opposition
urging the Government that
an all-party meeting should
be called to discuss at
length on the demand for
ILP and that groups should
also be taken on board. The
million dollar question is
what had they discussed in
the special session of the
Assembly? Why were they
party to the resolution
passed when they were in
doubt all this while? While
the leader of the Opposition
is all praise for the MRSSA
passed during his regime,

-those who have gone

through the Act will agree
that it can be effective if
there is a fool-proof mecha-
nism to check on doubtful
residents at the grassroots.
The MRSSA if implemented
in letter and spirit will tackle
the issue of influx appropri-
ately. The Government
should have ensured that
this act is made applicable
in every nook and corner of
the state but as usual this
Act too reached the Gover-
nor’s office to not return
with the assent. But most
MLAs till date are unaware
of which law is better when
it comes to tackling influx -
ILP or Resident’s Act? The
state itself is in- doubt with
an Act on the one hand and
a Resolution on the other
for the very same purpose
of protecting our race. Per-
haps if at all such demands
are met, Meghalaya will be-

come the first state in the .

country with its tribal iden-
tity, the Sixth Schedule, the
MRSSA and the ILP, all with
the same purpose and in-
tent - to protect — but from
whom?

As a citizen of the State
who has thoroughly ob-
served the entire episode of
anti- CAB protest and ILP

demand since 2013, I can
surely conclude that the
problem here is not which
law is better to protect our
identity, our race or our cul-
ture. The problem lies with
our representatives and
their fickle minded attitude
and their readiness to come
under pressure whenever
time warrants them to be. As
representatives they have
surely failed to uphold their
duty as enshrined in the
Constitution. They are less
of legislators and more of
agitators in the least literal
sense. Not all stakeholders
were taken on board when
the Resolution was passed
in the Assembly that
Meghalaya needs ILP, and
after CAB became CAA
with riders that the Sixth
Schedule areas have been
exempted. The matter is be-
ing politicized and misinter-
preted instead, and the nor-
mal area is being made the
bone of contention. The
MLAs are silent to speak on
the exceptions that the
CAA speaks of; they are
playing to the gallery in-
stead of performing a con-
structive role in the interest
of the state as a whole.

' The article ‘What if the
ILP doesn’t work’ by
Patricia Mukhim has en- -
lightened not just what im-
pact the ILP will have on the
state especially in job crea-
tion and the economic dis-
parity that will follow if such
a regime is introduced.

Now let’s turn to our
public representatives.
What assurance do they '
have that ILP is the only tool
which-would protect the
tribes of Meghalaya from
invasion etc? Since inva-
sionis the only language
they use when speaking
publically, no other word fits
here. As representatives
how do they define Protec-
tionism? ‘Who do they rep-
resent the people or the prés-
sure groups? With the pan-
demic experience at hand
aren’t our so called MLAs
aware that those who had
returned to the state since
March are either jobless or
clueless: Many hostels are
shut and those running
them are in despair. Aren’t
they aware that tourism in-
dustry is collapsing no mat-
ter how much the Govern-
ment is claiming to boost.
this industry? The local
economy is cold as footfalls
from students/day tourists
are almost negligible. Some
may argue that the pan-
demic is the cause of the
dwindling footfalls, but the
Covid-19 situation could as

- well be taken as an.eye

opener. .

As the saying goes the
poor becomes poorer while
the rich gets mightier is true
when the system tries to jus-
tify such irresponsible ac-
tions of judging the book
just by its cover. I’m sure the

.MLASs are more busy think-

ing of 2023 rather than re-
solving reasonable issues at
hand such as unemploy-
ment, health, grassroots
governance and many more.
Did they take their constitu-
ents on board when such a
contentious permit regime
was proposed to be im-
posed into the system?Is
there a concrete database of
exactly what is the source
of local economy that runs
the daily lives of many in
the state, not accounting
only the lives of politicians,
businessmen, group leaders
and govt servants? Will the
ILP regime not cause a glitch
to the flow of normal activi-
ties in the state? Will the ILP
not affect the future eco-
nomic condition of the state
and its people in general?

The system cannot be
biased just because one
side is of the opinion that
ILP is the only mechanism
and that we shall be free
from all apprehensions if it
is implemented. Politicians
should make their stand
clear to the people they rep-
resent in general and not
play second fiddle just to
satisfy the agitated lot.

£ m a i I :
wankithokpohshna@gmail.com




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10,2020

The message of

perpetuating corruption

to corruption. You have to fight it.” 1
- A.K. Antony
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Politicising corruption

IN Meghalaya pressure groups don’t take up is-
sues of corruption. Only in the year 2000-2001,
did some civil society groups come together to blow
the whistle on the attempted sell-out of the
Meghalaya House at Russell Street Kolkata. The
group that called itself Peoples’ Rally Against Cor-
ruption (PRAC) was able to unseat the government
of the time and also ensure that the deal signed by
between the Government of Meghalaya and Asian
Housing Corporation Ltd, where the former would
lease out the Kolkata property to the latter for 99
years (which in short was as good as a permanent
lease) was annulled. Had the PRAC not intervened,
the Meghalaya House at Russell Street would have
gone into private hands and become largely a com-
mercial complex with only a few rooms in the rear
being in the possession of the Government of
Meghalaya. Meghalaya is the first state in this coun-
try where a government fell on account of corrup-
tion. It is a pity that PRAC now no longer exists.

This time when the BJP alleged that there was
large scale corruption in the Garo Hills District
Council, the matter was seen as an attempt to settle
political scores. The allegations were taken amiss
by the MDA Government which turned it into a
political issue. Initially the Meghalaya BJP went ham-
mer and tongs at the NPP-led, MDA Government
where the Party has two MLAs, one of whom is a
cabinet minister. The public was led to believe that
the BJP was following in the footsteps ofits Pradhan
Sewak, Narendra Modi who during his election
campaign in 2014 used the much touted phrase,
‘“Na khaunga, na khaane doonga,” (BJP will nei-
ther indulge in corruption or allow others to do so).
But that was not to be. The BJP that had gone on
for months to needle the Conrad Sangma Govern-
ment has now gone all quiet after their boss in charge
of Meghalaya and the Party’s National Vice Presi-
dent came to Shillong and told them to hold their
horses. Apparently, the alleged corruption should
first be taken up with the Government. This is al-
most like expecting the Government to admit that
there is corruption in GHADC.

That corruption is undesirable is a truism. But in
Meghalaya while there is a pressure group for every
ill under the sun, there is none to fight corruption.
The BJP’s recent moral outrage against corruption
is used not to tackle corruption but to settle politi-
cal scores, now that elections to the GHADC are
fast approaching. Elections would have been fought
on the plank of corruption but now that the BJP has
decided to retire into a shell, has corruption also
become a non-issue? If corruption is just a handy
tool for politicians to target their opponents then it
is likely that Meghalaya will sink deeper into this

\
l
J
l

morass in the coming years.

TO THE EDITOR

Giving a go-by
to Covid

Editor,

All the market areas of
Shillong whether it be
Laitumkhrah, Police Bazar
or Bara Bazar (Iewduh) are
so crowded that physical
distancing of six feet (two
yards) as proposed by
Amitabh Bachchan in the
BSNL ringtone is impossi-
ble. Not only are people vio-
lating social distancing
norms but many are not
even wearing masks any
longer. Some wear then to
cover their chin which as
good as not wearing the
mask at all. [t’s true that we
are all tired of this pandemic
and are cocking a snook at
it but that has conse-
quences which we may not
be able to handle. The pan-
demic is a public health chal-
lenge and if we care to
watch the international
news and not be glued only
to the local or Indian TV
news then we would have
heard of the third Covid
wave in Italy and other Eu-
ropean countries and the
spiralling death toll.

Yesterday, while walking
past a bank in Jaiaw I saw a
long line of school girls

Communication is effec-
tive and complete only if
there is feedback. It is heart-
ening that a few articles of
this writer have evoked re-
sponses from readers. It
doesn’t matter whether the
rejoinders are in sync with
what’s written or vehe-
mently disagree with the
writer; or whether they are
intended to do a deep dive
into the writer’s intent via
insightful queries. Besides
the letters and articles, feed-
back also comes in the form
of emails, inboxes, SMSes
and Whatsapp messages. It
is comforting that the arti-
cles are reaching the audi-

_ence. For a person who lives

in an obscure village of
Karbi Anglong, close to the
disputed border between
Meghalaya and Assam,
where electricity is an ex-
travagance and mobile con-
nection is a luxury, to be able
to comment on powerful
men like Donald Trump, or
the no-nonsense Indian
Prime Minister and the Un-
ion Home Minister, the
Chief Minister of
Meghalaya, the Government
of Meghalaya, on institu-

‘tions like the Supreme Court,

the Election Commission of
India and our ‘beloved’
ADCs is quite amazing. The
person who coined that
phrase, “The pen is mightier
than the sword,” deserves
applause.

A couple of friends have
wondered why this writer
has not responded to some
reactions in this paper. The
temptation to retort to every
reaction the next day is tem-
pered by the thoughts of the
famed columnist, HH
Mohrmen who says, ‘Eve-
ryone has a right to his/her
opinion.’ )

Since we have come so
far let me just state my case
vis-a-vis those who felt pro-
voked by my statements.
Someone urged me to im-
press upon the KHADC to
be fair in granting trading li-
cense to non-tribals. Well, I
am no one to influence
KHADC. Another reader
wanted to know who ben-
efits from the conversion of
tribals to Christianity. To
him/her all that can be said
is that this soul has no
ready-made answers. To the
one who contends that
there is no one in Hinduism
who works to assimilate
tribals into its fold, it can be
pointed out that tribals in
Jharkhand and elsewhere
are resisting the RSS’s all-
out efforts to convince
‘non-Hindu tribals’ to de-
clare themselves as Hindus
in the next census. In As-
sam many tribals with reli-
gious practices distinct and
different from Hinduism
have identified themselves
as Hindus. There is no need
for any example. If one
opens one’s eyes it is self-

evident,

The above ‘self-glorifi-
cation’ is not to build a fan
base. In fact, the conscious
decision to ‘bark’ has cost
this writer his friendships.
After a couple of critiques
on religion one is seen as
having malafide intent by
some circles. The article that
questioned a school that
introduced a traditional
dress as uniform earned un-
forgiving enemies. Express-
ing yourself works both
ways. No complaints. It is
only fair!

The purpose of this arti-
cle is not on winning or los-
ing friends. It is on
feedbacks. For three months
the media was captivated by
corruption allegations. Ever
since the State BJP ‘un-
earthed’ huge scams in three
district councils(ADCs) as
appeared in the media on
September 9, not a single
day went by without a re-
port on the alleged multi-
crore financial scandals.
The BJP attacks came fast
and furiously against the
NPP-led ADC administra-
tion. From RTI findings, to
FIRs with the CBI, to de-
mand for CBI inquiry, to
threats of pulling out of the
MDA government, to the
war of words with the NPP,
what we have now is the in-
decision of the party that
claims to have a ‘zero’ toler-
ance for corruption. As an
eye-wash it strategically
decided to approach the
Lokayukta knowing full well
that it has no jurisdiction
over GHADC and JHADC’s
alleged embezzlement of
central funds. The visit of
the BJP in-charge
Meghalaya, M Chuba Ao
has culminated in making
sure the corruption allega-
tion saga has come to a tame
end. All it can say is that the
‘party. with a differencg’ will
study all angles before the
next move.

The Meghalaya Chief
Minster and the NPP lead-
ership have staunchly de-
nied any wrongdoing in the
ADCs and stoically disa-
greed with the accepted ad-
age, “There is no ‘smoke
without a fire.” Their firm
defence is that all allegations
are unsubstantiated. Never
minds RTI documents.
Never mind if the NITI
Aayog rules are bent back-
wards by JHADC, never
mind if Rs 4.15 crore is made
to ‘disappear’ in Sunny Hills
by KHADC, never mind if
GHADC spent Rs 58.25
crore for untendered docu-
mentaries; never mind if
there are ghost roads,
bridges, footpaths, duplica-
tions of projects and high
quotations for repair of
buildings. Never mind if
close relatives of the two

By Albert Thyrniang

most powerful men in the
government have befitted
from the scams!

Now, what is the feed-
back that the people of the
state get from the Govern-
ment? What message is the
Government giving to its citi-
zens? That corruption is im-
possible to get rid of! The
BJP has to succumb to this
reality. The visiting BJP na-
tional vice-president and in-
charge Meghalaya had to
brush aside corruption
charges as a minor issue. The
UDP’s assessment is that the
corruption controversy has
side-tracked all other impor-
tant issues in the state,
thereby agreeing with the
BJP’s ‘minor issue’ evalua-
tion. Other regional parties
have not uttered a single
word on the chronology of
events. The message con-
veyed to the common folks
is: corruption is here to stay.
We have to live with it. Don’t
even try to minimise it, let
alone eliminate it. It is a fu-
tile exercise. Things will go
on as usual. Corruption is
normalised. Even the self-
anointed anti-corruption
warriors will fail to combat
corruption. Fatigue will set
in and the fight will be given
up for want of will. Also, po-
litical parties like the BJP may
be flashing the show to por-
tray themselves as anti-cor-
ruption fighters.

The Congress leader and
former chief minister is per-
sistent with his allegations
of manipulation in imple-
menting power projects that
might have cost the state an
additional Rs 100 crore but
the Government is no mood
for any investigation. dis-
missing the allegations as
baseless. The new Rajya
Sabha member and NPP
president, W.R. Kharlukhi
who has been robust in de-
fending all graft allegations,
rubbished the Congress’
claims as an election stunt.
The Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LO) als6 drew the at-
tention of the public regard-
ing the 2017 Internal Rev-

enue Service (IRS) scam in--

volving the Chief Minister
and his brother, James of
tampering with evidence
and derailing the investiga-
tion by transferring the of-
ficer probing the alleged
scam in SS Netcom, a com-
pany owned by the family
members of the Chief Minis-
ter. Besides the ‘personal at-
tacks’ salvo the predecessor
was taught a history lesson
because the previous gov-
ernment transferred the in-
vestigating officer of the
2016 prostitution racket at
Marvelene Inn (a guest
house of then Home Minis-
ter in the Congress govern-
ment), within a month. In this
case the public is told, “Don’t

expect us to be any differ-
ent. We are same as the
Congress.”Was that mes-
sage given to the electorate
before the last election?

In the illegal coal mining
and transportation too the
same tactic is employed. In
spite of the heaps of fresh
coal in the coal belts and the
suspicious movement -of
trucks, in spite of confes-
sion of Meghalaya truckers
in Assam, in spite of the
2000 registered cases of il-
legal coal mining and trans-
portation in the past five
years in the state, in spite
of the ‘on-the spot’ verifi-
cation, in spite of the Home
Minister being accused of
shielding coal racketeers,
the Government is un-
moved. In spite of the Home
Minister seeking reports
from the DGP on illegal coal
trade nothing has come out.
Nothing will come out. We
don’t even know whether
the report has been submit-
ted.

The message filters
down from the top to the
bottom. The fight against
corruption has hit a thick
and impregnable wall. Be-
cause of the example at the
very top, the common man
will continue to encounter
corruption. The other day I
was told that for four signa-
tures an officer demanded
Rs. 2000. A head of a school
narrated that for some small
work he was told to revisit
the office after 10 days but
when he offered money the
task was completed in one
hour. The incidents did not
happen in Meghalaya but
even in this ‘Christian’ state
the situation is almost simi-
lar. The widows, the elderly,
the innocent individuals will
be told by unscrupulous
officers to ‘come next week’,
the ‘bara babus’ will con-
tinue to extract money from
‘the poor, the police will con-
‘tinue-to snatch the licenses

of truck drivers under un-

reasonable pretexts. Bribes
will continue to thrive. Top
officials, politicians and
ministers will continue to
divide the shares of projects
and schemes leaving the
contractors no other option
but to do sub-standard
work.

Corruption is not abnor-
mal in the state. NGOs and
pressure groups are least
bothered about corruption.
They don’t mind vandalism
and goondaism to disrupt a
legal public hearing. They
are ready to agitate for the
implementation of a law that
will potentially isolate the
state. Against corruption
not a finger is lifted. No one
challenges the Government
when it is bluntly teaching
the people to perpetuate
corruption.

Emailthalbert@rediffinail.com

dressed in their uniform
queuing in front of the
bank, perhaps to pay their
school or examination fees.
They were all huddled to-
gether. No distancing was
observed. This is very trou-
bling because we are ap-
proaching winter and the
Covid virus like the other
corona-viruses tends to
peak during the cold winter
months. We cannot let our
guards down. But then who
do we talk to when the edu-
cated and aware citizenry
are the ones violating all
protocols. And I am sure
that as Christmas ap-
proaches all the protocols
will be thrown to the winds.
It really is a sad state of af-
fairs and sadder because
those most vulnerable will
suffer the consequences.
Also I am not sure that po-
licing will help. It’s an
attitudinal change that we
have to adapt to but we
won’t. Perhaps big fines for
those not wearing masks
might help. But as far as
social distancing is con-
cemned, this city and its foot-
paths are too congested for
anyone to be able to dis-
tance oneself from another
human.
Yours etc.,
AR Marbaniang,
Via email

Virtual ILP &
Meghalaya

Editor,

Your newspaper has
been using the word “virtual
ILP”, leaving it to the read-
ers to decipher what it
means. It is only now that I
comprehend the meaning of
the word ‘virtual.” It means
‘almost or nearly as de-
scribed, but not completely
or according to strict defini-
tion.” The entry and exit
points at different places in
Meghalaya  such  as
Byrnihat or Ratacherra are
meant to ascertain the iden-
tity of every person enter-
ing the State. Isn’t that the
intent of the ILP too? So,
how many instruments/
mechanisms are going to be
used to decide who can and
who cannot enter
Meghalaya? The argument
that the same happens in
Sikkim or the other ILP
states does not wash.
Meghalaya cannot and
should not compare itself
with the other states which
do not even have an 1IM or
IIT. The Indian Institute of
Mass Communication
(IIMC), Mizoram campus
has hardly any students
from outside. Most students

opt for IIMC Dethi because
of its cosmopolitan nature.
Someone the other day had
written a satire that all insti-
tutions of national impor-
tance should shift out of
Meghalaya so that the pu-
rity of the indigenous peo-
ple is ‘preserved.’ 1 thought
only dead animals an

picked fruits are preserved
for eating purposes. And
amongst the protestors, 1
wonder how many are edu-
cated enough to know what
cause they are supporting
or whether they are simply
being led by demagogues
whose aim is to fight the
next elections. Once elected,
they will follow their own
paths, which is not always
in the interest of the peo-
ple. We don’t have to look
too far. Meghalaya is re-
plete with examples of self-
declared leaders who first
pretended to serve people
as activists by creating a
fear psychosis. Then they
either joined political parties
or formed new ones. They
then won elections because
they promised the moon.
Once elected, they got busy
serving their own interests.
So for how long will the vot-
ers of this state be led like
dumb cattle? How can edu-
cated, intelligent people not
understand this modus op-

erandi? Why are they silent
and complicit in all of this?
Yours etc.,

D Khonglah,

Via email

Recalcitrant
GPO clerk

Editor,

Counter No. 1 at GPO
(General Post Office),
Shillong is different from the
numerous other counters
operating adjacent to it.
There the clerk comes after
11 o’clock everyday caring
two hoots for the queuing
customers. It seems that this
recalcitrant clerk has made
it a habit to come at her own
whim and fancy, as if, the
GPO’s office timing is meant
for the other mortals alone.
After arriving she goes
roaming inside and even
enquiring whereabouts of
her co-counters. Next she

- turns on her computer ~

which takes another fifteen
minutes or so until she
resumes her work by 11:30-
11.45 am. This same counter
till last month was located
just next to the main en-
trance to the GPO hall and
manned by a physically
challenged lady known for
her efficiency and speed of

work. She used to come and
open her counter right on
time, despite her challenges,
and execute customers’
queries with visible. agility.
Customers like us acknowl-
edge her good work. How-
ever, those days are gone
now with the relocation of
the counter alongside to the
long row of counters on the
opposite side. Now, the cur-
rent counter clerk being fit
and fine, in comparison
with her predecessor, is run-
ning her late show with im-
punity. On several occasion
many standing at the queue
had to leave without their
job done since the clerk
hadn’t arrived until 11.00 am
and they had to rush to
their workplaces. The Sen-
ior Superintendent of Posts
(SSP) upstairs should some-
times drop in at the main hall
and see if the affairs, under
him, are going on well for
the visiting customers. The
SSP should immediately
bring back the earlier clerk
at Counter No. 1 to rescue
the queuing customers.
Yours etc.
BC Paul,
Shillong — 4
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Tough job market

Right skills
critical

By Moin Qazi

In an age of skyrocket-
ing unemployment, made
worse by the pandemic, it
is integral to incorporate
marketable and real-world
skills within the education
system. A system that inte-
grates skills and education
can go a long way in ensur-
ing that the youth are bet-
ter equipped to handle a
challenging employment
market.

Employers need to inter-
act with education provid-
ers. Both can benefit from
strong reciprocal relations,
with employers 'advising
educators what skills they
need (and even assisting in
designing curricula and ex-
tending faculty support)
and educators providing
students with practical
training and hands-on
learning. There are compel-
ling economic benefits in
rebalancing the labour mar-
ket; conversely, the human
costs of fallmg to do w1ll be
enormous.

By deploymg its corpo-
rate and social responsibil-
ity (CSR) capital on: skill
development projects, the
private sector stands to
benefit enormously from
the availability of a large
skilled and dxsc1pl;ned
workforce. This can parlay

into befter levels of ¢ gus-

tomer service, incredsed
productivity and efficiency,
reduced absenteeism and
employee turnover, along
with lower wages and ; Fe-
cruitment costs.

The results of seve(al
such programmes have,
however, been mixed. Pro-
grammes have reported
high dropout rates, low em-
ployment percentages and
continued attrition post-
placement, leading to dis-
satisfied employers as well
as frustrated youth. Provid-
ing | sklll-tralnmg anq c rtx-
fication’ ‘alone cannof
solution to the problem
There is clearly a case for
going back to the drawing
board.

The new emphasis on
skill training should focus
on a lifecycle approach.
This approach looks at all
aspects of skilling, from the
aspirations of people before
training to counselling and
following up with benefici-
aries during their employ-
ment. Adopting a lifecycle
apprdach to skilling will
make sure the kind of skills
imparted to trainees are mar-
ketable and linked to the
available jobs.

It is also important to
ensure that specific skills
are not scaled across multi-
ple areas in the same region
as it saturates the market
with limited opportunities
for those who are trained. If
everyone is trained in be-
coming a blacksmith, there
will be too many black-
smiths and not enough
jobs. Imparting locally rel-
evant skill sets like repair-
ing bicycles or motorised
two-wheelers, solar lamps,
mobiles and running a poul-
try unit or small animal hus-
bandry and the like makes
families self-sustaining.

There are hundreds of
organisations and agencies
engaged in honing voca-
tional skills and promoting
entrepreneurship. While
these successful efforts
demonstrate the critical
roles that employers and
social sector actors play in
the development of a
healthy workforce, they are
not able to achieve system-
wide change. Businesses,
educators, governments
and young people need to
adopt a collective approach
and synergise their latent
strengths. Closing the skills
gap requires that educators
and employers work to-
gether more closely.

The missing link that
underlies the growing un-
employment is ‘skill devel-
opment’, which is the key
ingredient to robust eco-
nomic growth. With the di-
lutions of the old ‘iron bowl’
of employment protection,
the idea of lifelong secure
employment has now been
shattered.

Technology is advanc-

ing faster than we can adapt,
upending the job market
and delivering unimagina-
ble shocks to both our val-
ues and or patterns of think-
ing Repetition-based jobs
are stagnating the world
over and will soon disap-
pear. Most children entering
school today will do jobs
that don’t exist yet.

Many of the children
now being educated in the
old system will find the
norms, institutions and pat-
terns of working and civic
life they were trained for
scrambled, when they enter
the adult world. Tools of the
job are in a state of extreme
flux. Spreadsheets,
PowerPoint presentations
and other boardroom docu-
ments have all been
changed by the cloud —
sharing and group ‘editing
are the new norm.

Capacities for special-
ised problem solving and
mass communication, until
recently controlled by a few
elites, are now accessible to
anyone with a smartphone.
Yet our education system
and other institutions re-
main geared towards the
old, siloed, hierarchised, re-
petitive system leaving
young people ill prepared
for the cascading changes
coming. Young people need
to look outward, get out of
their zip codes, and experi-
ence situations different
from the ones they are con-
ditioned to expect. Their
success will depend much
on how well they can navi-
gate a world of diverse cul-
tures and beliefs.

Skills  development
holds the key to India’s abil-
ity to activate the vast po-
tential of its youth popula-
tion for inclusive growth
and to evolve as the hub of
the global econom It lS
ipdifigds most:cH
long-term alleviation of pov-
erty. However; much
thought needs to be de-
voted to evolving the right
training method. It should
focus on learning by doing
rather than in the classroom.
A range of entrepreeurs in
the fields of construction,
textiles, leather, gems and
jewellery, and so on will have
to be brought in, and candi-
dates will need to work as
apprentices.

Several challenges re-
main for skill development
in India. The huge propor-
tion of informally trained
workers who form a part of
the informal sector have still
no formal training avenues,
skill training is generally car-
ri¢d out through individual
learning, observation, or a
transfer of skills from a mas-
ter craftsperson to an ap-
prentice. These craftsmen
can set up small cottage
units but cannot be ab-
sorbed in factories where
basic technical skills are es-
sential. With the influx of
cheap machine made prod-
ucts, handicrafts are being
driven out by the competi-
tion even though they are
aesthetically superior. tradi-
tional: craftsmanship is los-
ing value and the market of-

fers poor compensation to -

the artisans for their skills
and artistry.

The mismatch between
academic training skill, and
employment has widened,
leading to a situation where,
on one hand, the youth are
unable to find employment
that are aspiring for and on
the other, employers are un-
able to find people appro-
priately trained for jobs they
have on offer.

We require a more coor-
dinated and collective im-
pact approach from the vari-
ous stakeholders if we want
to enlarge the network of
training programmes and
ensure that training is
closely aligned with specific
demands of the industry. It
would require developing a
clear common agenda
around the entire ecosystem
of workforce training.

One of the most de-
manding needs will be dig-
ital fluency. It is a much
wider concept than the
metaphoric digital literacy. -
--INFA

-~
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Farmer protest rigmarole
THE negotiations for withdrawal of the farmer pro-
tests are reaching nowhere. Six rounds of talks since
October 14 has yielded no result and the farmers
are bent on stepping up the agitation. What the farmer
leaders stated on Thursday was very much the same
as they demanded at the start of the agitation; a
repeal of the contentious laws. The government has
agreed to consider some of their demands, mainly
on continuation of the Minimum Support Price, but
has firmly ruled out a repeal of the three-part farm

reform laws.

A wholesale repeal of the major reform step is
out of question. The government is highlighting the
positive sides of the reform but the farmer leaders
are not convinced. Clearly, politics is playing a role
here and parties like the CPI-M and its small farmer

organizations are also “actively” campaigning against

the legislation.

Yet, from the government side too, it is politics
that will dictate the final word. The local body polls
in Rajasthan provided a barometer to gauge the
public mood, especially in the rural areas where the
fight is principally organised on behalf of the farm-
ers. The BJP did much better than the ruling Con-
gress party in these polls, the results of which were
announced on Wednesday. If the BJP had any worry
over the farmer reform measure turning the coun-
tryside against it, that fear is now gone. What this
means is that the Centre is not going to budge be-
fore the farmers’ pressure tactics.

The Modi government is tactful, normally avoids
a confrontation, and its strategy in such situations
has been to tire out the agitators. It looks like, prima
facie, this is what is happening now. The principal
Opposition, the Congress party, is neither in a mood

to jump in and lead the agitation nor does it have |
the moral courage to doiso at this juncture. The |-

Rajasthan results would add to the already weak
mindset of the party even as Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is aiming arrows now and then at Modi and
speaking in favour of the farmers’ demands.

Two states where the farmers are in a fighting
mood are Punjab and Haryana. Punjab is with the
Congress. Haryana is worth a watch. The regional
outfit, the JJP that shares power with the BJP there,
is a pro-Jat, pro-farmer entity. A couple of legisla-
tors have sided with the farmers but the govern-
ment might not face a problem of stability yet. The
agitation is weak in other states. Therein lies the

rub.

Signs of a failed state

The book “How the
Mighty Fall,” by Jim Collins
bears re-reading. Each time
one reads this book one
learns lessons on how and
why companies falls and
why some companies are
better off dead. In our case
we can substitute state for
company; it will work out
the same. This book is in
fact an anatomy on how not
to fail provided some tangi-
ble steps are taken when the
signs of failure begin to
peek in. Jim Collins speaks
of failed companies that
have recovered and others
that could never come out
of the ICU. In politics we
have heard references to “a
failed state,” but have not
really understood or both-
ered to find out the param-
eters of that failed state and
what series of events have
contributed to that failure.
Meghalaya shows those

signs of a failed state where __

governance is con-
cerned. And 1 don’t
think I need to amplify
this. The signs are so
obvious! When a
state is held hostage
by forces inimical to{
its growth then those®™
who govern it have virtually
surrendered their mandate.
Sometimes in conversa-
tions we let slip that noth-
ing seems to work in
Meghalaya. Dystopia sets in
as we see corruption being
normalised and no longer a
talking point. The rich are
getting richer and the poor
are staring at a very bleak
future, what with potato —
the poor man’s food - touch-
ing Rs 55/kilo. We know
that landlessness in rural
Meghalaya is also staring
us in the face but just don’t
have the stamina to address
this issue. It is in any case a
political hot potato. Anyone
who touches it is sure to get
fried in the next election. But
is that the only reason why
a cadastral survey is not:
carried out in Meghalaya
we ofte

COmeE acros q;pgh in
gc: tiop est is that
ye Pitish *Flouse next

to Tripura Castle in Cleve _
Colony — the Lutyens of |
Shillong - which must cost
several crores of rupees
will soon be acquired by a *
high-ranking politician of
this Government, Just think
how interesting it would be
if a cadastral survey is car-
ried out just in Shillong city
and we get to find out who
owns how many mansions
in this City of Bliss. This
asymmetrical development
in Meghalaya which has
created a class hierarchy is
bound to result in localized
turbulence, sooner than
later.

Unfortunately, while in
most parts of India the prin-

By Patricia Mukhim

cipal beneficiaries of India’s
economic growth seem to
have emotionally seceded
from the politics to carve out
their own growth story, in
Meghalaya, politics is the
way to affluence even as
those in the ruling party live
in a make-believe world of
smug insularity. They are
not bothered about the
growing poverty due to loss
of jobs and livelihoods.
Meghalaya has had a farm
crisis which the Government
seems to be unaware of and
that is because those in
charge of the Agriculture/
Horticulture Department
never go to the market to buy
vegetables and nor do they
care to find out at what rate
the farmer sells her produce
at the farm gate. Let me in-
form that ginger at

kg while we retailers buy it
at Rs 200/kg in the market.
Why is this huge profit mar-
gin allowed to be raked in
by the middleman? Is this
not a cause for farmers’ pro-
tests here too? Should there
not be a Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for ginger and
other agricultural products
here, below which the buy-
ers are not allowed to
quote? When the Agricul-
ture Minister, Banteidor

Lyngdoh was asked how the

three Farm Bills would affect
farmers here his contention
was that the State does not
have mandis where the
Government procures farm
products in bulk at MSP, so
that farmers are not
squeezed to sell at less than
the production price. Isn’t
it time for Meghalaya to
have a Farm Bill of its own
which is farmer-friendly?
Government of India pro-
vides MSP for wheat and
rice. We don’t grow wheat
and rice in bulk but we grow

loads of ginger for which the
farmer never gets the right
price. So why not a state
MSP for ginger?

Alas! No farmer has ever
been elected to the State As-
sembly. It’s the businessmen
and contractor lobby that
have managed to run this
state. The closest we had to
a farmer (one who under-
stood the travails of farmers)
was Ardent Basaiawmoit.
The other day I met a few
people in Laitkor and asked
themn how their MLA was and
whether he was developing
the constituency. Their an-
swer was not unexpected. He
helps those that voted him
in the last election. They said
Ardent Basaiawmoit imple-
mented the MLA scheme ju-

diciously and hence had no _

money to buy votes during
the elections. They were
very cynical and said, “In
this constituency anyone
who has money to spend
will win the next election and
we hear that the new con-
tender from the constituency
in the next election has
money to burn.” So that’s it!
In a State where nearly 80%
of people rely on agriculture,
the issue of farmers has
never figured in the election
agenda of any political party.

If at all it is discussed in pub-
lic meetings it is generic in
nature and not spelt out as it
would be in Punjab and
Haryana. Just goes to show
what our political priorities
are! Have any of the pres-
sure groups spoken on be-
half of farmers or had a pro-
test on their behalf? Why
not? Am curious to know!
Thankfully all is not lost
for farmers. In Meghalaya
we have bureaucrats that are

‘committed and hyperactive

and work with rare passion.

They are not in a job but
work with the intention to
deliver. They know what
ails the system; they know
the loopholes in the sys-
tem; they work around it but
they still cannot bring about
any perceptible change
that’s worth writing about.
That’s because the political
system is unresponsive to
addressing the cause of
farmers.

For instance, the turmeric
farmers in Jaintia Hills,
mostly women have a close
interface with officials in the
Agriculture and Horticul-
ture Department. But where
they fail is at the brand-
building and marketing
level. The Meghalaya Basin
Development Authority
(MBDA) has several verti-
cals, one of which is to do
with entrepreneurship. Per-
Bee haps this vertical

o needs to take a
tharder look at how
to enable the
% women turmeric
A farmers to build a
Mrobust brand
wemmand to join the
dots that will enable a
seamless marketing
strategy. I can’t im-
agine a politician

any such thing
for farmers, al-
though  the
bulk of voters
P are from the farm-

ing community. Our bu-
reaucracy has to mend this
fault. '

Recently, it appears that
the BJP has started a farm-
ers’ wing and is touring the
state to create awareness
and help the farmers form a
collective. This is impera-
tive because farmers need a
voice and a strong one at
that. They should be the
ones deciding what policy
the Government should
come up with rather than
someone who knows to
spell the word agriculture,
framing a policy at the
Secretariat. But who will
empower the farmers? It
is-time that farmers’ col-
Tectives learn to speak for
themselves. One hopes
the farmers of Meghalaya
are watching how their
counterparts elsewhere
are able to create pain in
the body politic.
Politics in Meghalaya
has been about advancing
personal goals. But it’s one
thing to make deals to ad-
vance those goals and it’s
another to open the door to
zombie ideas (ILP). When
you do that, the zombies
end up eating your brains
and quite literally your
economy too. So enough of
zany ideas and get down to
real governance and turn
your eyes to the people
who bring food to your
home.

TO THE EDITOR -

All ethnic
minorities
deserve equal
treatment

Editor,

I am immensely delighted
to read the statement of ex-
KSU president and current
politician Paul Lyngdoh
under the news item “KSU
warns Hmar outfit against
threatening Khasis in
Cachar” (ST Dec 1, 2020).
In condemning the Hmar
outfit’s threat held to the
Khasi-Pnar residents of
Cachar District of Assam,
he has rued the fact that
“there is lack of respect for
ethnic minorities, especially
in the context of the Khasi
people in that region, who
have always been peace-
loving and have never
known to be in conflict with
other communities.” These
expressions ring inside me
loud and I, as an ethnic mi-
nority of Meghalaya, take
them as a good augury. |
would sincerely like to be-
lieve that Paul Lyngdoh has
spoken these words realis-
ing the helplessness and
vulnerability of the ethnic
minorities in Cachar district.
I hope that this thought will
also be extended to the eth-
nic minorities of Meghalaya
in the spirit of "charity be-
gins at home".

It bears repetition that
the ethnic minorities of

Meghalaya have been fac-
ing an existential crisis due
to the overt and covert poli-
cies adopted by the ruling
class since the advent of
this state in 1972. The his-
tory of the state bears testi-
mony to the fact that there
has been an undeniable in-
tolerance towards the very
presence of the various eth-
nic minorities on the soil of
Meghalaya. If we take into
consideration the plethora
of laws enacted since
Meghalaya was created
and the direction of the
waves of agitations wit-
nessed over the past four
decades, it will be clear to
one and all that intent is
one and the same---to ease
out the ethnic minorities.
This seems to have the tacit
approval of the majority
since it suits them one way
or the other.

Through this letter, 1
wish to bring to every-
body's attention the fact
that the ethnic minorities of
the state have been living
in constant fear of their
lives and properties. Just to
bring home my point, last
week when the current agi-
tation for ILP saw a sit-in
demonstration at Malki
ground, a strong rumour
was afloat in town that
there would be a street rally.
All ethnic minorities, once
beaten twice shy, were on
the alert. So much so that
shops and business estab-
lishments of the minorities
in Police Bazar, Bara Bazar

etc., did not open during the
first half of the day. Shops
opened only after it was evi-
dent that it was all rumour.
Such is the fear today that
there is no courage even to
file FIR or expect any rem-
edy. Looks like, we minori-
ties are living only in God's
mercy. For, the system has
become so corroded by
populism that it does not
inspire confidence any
more.

I hope my delight over
Paul Lyngdoh's aforesaid
statement is understood in
that context. Does that bring
reliefto the likes of me? Per-
haps, no; after all, one swal-
low doesn't make a summer!
All said and done, for once,
I hope my unsuppressed
negativity is proved wrong!!

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

Inflation and
the common
man

Editor,

Recently, it has been ob-
served that the prices of es-
sential commodities have
been shooting through the
roof and the common man
has been at the receiving
end. One does not know
whether this is the result of
a real scarcity in the market
or an artificial one caused by
the merchants who conven-
iently blame the pandemic

for the situation. Moreover,
the government's decision
for booking and purchase of
gas cylinders online has
added to the woes of the
consumers and the general
public. I have faced this
situation with regard to the
LPG cylinder booking. On
trying to book online, there
is often no response and
when we finally get the com-
modity, the price is different
every time. Since we, as con-
sumers, require the product,
we are left at the mercy of
the crafty agency.

My request to the gov-
ernment is to display the
prices of cylinders as is-
sued by the Indian Oil Cor-
poration so that consumers
are not fooled of their hard
earned money. My earnest
request is also to the many
NGOs who claim to be the
messiahs of the people to
really spare a thought for
the people who bear the
brunt of the inflationary
situation.

Many of the indigenous
people of our state are daily
wage earners and earn little
whilst supporting a large
family. So, such exorbitant
prices of daily commodities
hurt them the most. While
exhorting the government
to check price rise, I also
urge the NGOs to look into
this matter and be the voice
of the people thus, living up
to their claims.

Yours etc.,
Angela Lyngdoh,
Shillong -14.

Whither
human rights

Editor,

December 10 is observed
as Human Rights Day the
world over but in our state
of Meghalaya, this day was
very subdued. The theme of
Human Rights Day 2020 is
to “Recover Better - Stand
Up for Human Rights”. This
theme has been chosen be-
cause of the Covid pan-
demic. It focuses on creat-
ing equal opportunities for
everyone and addressing
the failures and disappoint-
ments we all were exposed
to due to Covid -19. In India
as a whole and in Meghalaya
in particular there are many
very poor people for whom
the phrase ‘two square
meals’ a day has no mean-
ing. Some families have to
really beg and borrow to feed
the family because one earn-
ing member no longer has a
secure job. I am someone
who was working in the
hospitality industry in
Bangalore. In the month of
May this year I had to re-
turn home because the ho-
tel I was working in had to
close down due to the pan-
demic. I could not stay in
Bangalore after that be-
cause we were not promised
a salary after the hotel closed
down and I could not afford
to live in that city thereafter.

1 was sending money
home regularly because 1

come from a middle class
family that gave me educa-
tion so that I can earn and
support my parents and
younger siblings. Ever
since 1 came back to
Shillong, I have been trying
to find some job, any job,
but to no avail. The hotels
here too are closed so the
managements are not em-
ploying any new person.
The Government has an-
nounced that tourism will
open up on December 21 but
the lengthy protocols will
deter anyone who wants to
visit Meghalaya. If the ho-
tels don’t open up then peo-
ple like me, and those 1
know who have returned
home from the cities, will be
without any job. Does the
Government have any
scheme to accommodate
people like us? If it does, will
it make such schemes pub-
lic? I am not an entrepre-
neur. I can only work in an
organisation/institution. Is
there an opening for peo-
ple like us? We need an-
swers. For us it’s now or
never! We have a right to
work but where are the
jobs?
Yours etc.,
Oliver Nongrum,
Shillong -3

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong
Times
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Government must implement

Swaminathan report on farmers

Minimum support
price should cover
more crops

By Nantoo Banerjee

It seems the govern-
ment has lost the trust of
farmers. Instead of keeping
its promise to expand the
list of agricultural products
under the ‘minimum sup-
port price’ (MSP) system
to prevent distress sale of
farm produce, the new farm
laws threaten to abolish the
practice that helped India to
grow over the years as the
world’s second largest food
producer, after China. Be-
fore the 2018 Karnataka leg-
islative assembly election,
the prime minister himself
listed three more agricultural
products as his TOP prior-
ity for price support. By
TOP, he meant Tomato, On-
ion and Potato which come
under distress sale by their
producers year after year
while their market prices
peak in the off season by
several thousand percents
with traders making huge
profits.

India is the world’s
eighth largest exporter of
agricultural products. Do-
mestic shortage also help
merchant exporters turn im-
porters during crisis

' months. The practice goes

on right under the nose of
the government which do
little for distressed farmers.
Marginal farmers have been
the worst suffers. Unremu-
nerative prices and debt
burden force hundreds of
farmers across the country
commit suicide almost
every year. Aided by good
summer rainfall this year,
farmers fought the Covid-
19 pandemic to grow record
amount of agricultural prod-
ucts, but could not find
enough good buyers due to
lockdown and transport

| Bottleddcky:: In' the! ratdil

market, TOP prices hit the
roof. A remunerative and
‘stable price environment for
farmers is very important for
increasing agricultural pro-
duction and productivity.
On paper, the Government’s
price policy for agricultural
commodities seeks to en-
sure remunerative prices to
growers for their produce to
encourage higher invest-
ment and production and
safeguard consumers’ in-
terest by making available

| supplies at reasonable

prices with low cost of in-
termediation. The price
policy seeks to evolve a
balanced and integrated
price structure in the per-
spective of the overall
needs of the economy. The
MSP system was evolved
for this purpose. Currently,
the MSP system covers
some 25 major agricultural
commodities in the Crop
seasons on the basis of the
recommendations of the
Commission for Agricultural
Costs and Prices (CACP).
The latter also recom-
mend ‘Fair & Remunerative
Price’ (FRP) for sugarcane.
The crops covered under
MSP are: Paddy, Jowar,
Bajra, Maize, Ragi, Arhar,
Moong, Urad, Groundnut-
in-shell, Soyabean, Sun-
flower, Sesamum,
Nigerseed, Cotton, Wheat,
Barley, Gram, Masur (lentil),
Rapeseed/Mustardseed,
Safflower, Jute and Copra.
In addition, MSP for Toria
and De-Husked coconut is
fixed on the basis of MSPs
of Rapeseed/Mustardseed
and Copra, respectively.
The government is sup-
posed to organise procure-
ment operations of these ag-
ricultural commodities
through various public and
cooperative agencies such
as Food Corporation of In-
dia (FCI), Cotton Corpora-
tion of India (CCI), Jute Cor-
poration of India (JCI), Cen-
tral Warehousing Corpora-
tion (CWC), National Agri-
cultural Cooperative Mar-
keting Federation of India
Ltd. (NAFED), National
Consumer Cooperative
Federation of India Ltd.
(NCCF), and Small Farmers
Agro Consortium (SFAC).
State governments also ap-
point their independent
agencies to undertake pro-

:ceht higher than {ifei

curement operations.

MSPs of kharif crops are
supposed to be fixed at 50
percent profit or 150 per cent
of production cost. How-
ever, this is not being done.
The so-called TOP priority
crops - tomatoes, onions
and potatoes - are still to be
included in the list of com-
modities under MSP. Inci-
dentally, India is the world’s
second largest potato
grower, after China. And,
nearly 55 percent of the
country’s potato produc-
tion comes only from two
states — Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal. Other key pro-
ducers are: Bihar, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh.
These five states account.
for over-80 percent of In-
dia’s annual potato produc-
tion. Two years ago, TOP
growers suffered heavy
losses. Potato growers were
estimated to suffer losses to
the tune of Rs.30,000crore
as the market price crashed
during the harvesting sea-
sop. Before the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections, the prime
minister had promised that
if voted to power, his gov-
ernment will change the way
MSP is set. It will follow a
new formula — the entire
cost of production plus a
guaranteed profit of 50 per-
cent which was one of the
key recommendations of the
2006 M.S. Swaminathan
Commission on farmers. The
government wrongly claims
that it has already imple-
mented the key
Swaminathan Commission
recommendation. Agricul-
tural producers’ bodies say
that MSP for crucial crops
such as paddy and wheat is
only 12 percent and 34 }P‘fléT
spective production” ¢o%ts.
For other products too,
MSP is far lower than the
price recommended by the
Commission. ‘

What js more that sev-
eral states, including those
rule by BJP, allege that the
CACP calculated costs for
agri-products under MSP
are much lower than their
actual production costs in
those states. The idea be-
hind fixing MSP is that the
government will step in and
purchase those farm prod-
ucts if their prices in markets
fall below MSP. Unfortu-
nately, this is also not hap-
pening. The government is
not allocating enough
funds to procurement agen-
cies to make it happen. As a
result, growers are forced to
make distress sale of their
products. Before the new
farm laws were brought in, a
key demand of farmers’ bod-
ies was the implementation
of the Swaminathan Com-
mission recommendation on
fixing MSPs in letter and
spirit. The farmers are agi-
tated because the new farm
laws ignore their demand.
They fear that that the gov-
ernment may ultimately di-
lute or dump MSP.

The government atti-
tude is inexplicable. Few will
disagree that food is one'of
the most fundamental eco-
nomic products. Only a
small number of countries
are actually lucky to excel in
agricultural production.
China, India, the US and Bra-
zil are the world’s top four
food producing countries.
While China and India tend
to use most of their food
products to feed their own
large population, the US has
long been a superpower in
food markets, as both con-
sumer and exporter. In India,
only 10 of its 28 states and
nine union territories pro-
duce enough crops to feed
the nation. West Bengal is
the biggest crop producer,
followed by Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Gujarat, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh, Assam,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Chhattisgarh. The ear-
lier the government accepts
the just demands of the
country’s farmers and pro-
vide the legal sanction, the
better it is for the nation.
(IPA Service)
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“A good leader takes a little more than
his share of the blame, a little less than
his share of the credit.”

— Arnold H. Glasow
The Shillong Times
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MRSSA -a comprehensive safety net
THE Meghalaya Residents’ Safety and Security Act
(MRSSA) enacted in September 27, 2016 and its
amended version of 2019 seeks to address the is-
sue of influx by making everyone who wishes to
enter Meghalaya go through set protocols of es-
tablishing their identity at facilitation centres set up
at entry points to the State. The earlier Act 0of2016
was aimed at registering tenants at the office of the
local authorities and the local police stations. The
amended version makes sure that every person en-
tering the State registers himself/herself at the facili-
tation centres so that the State can keep a tab on
their whereabouts. In short, the prime objective of
this Act is to contain influx which has been a nag-
ging problem, or is perceived to be one and a long-
standing issue although there is no data on the
number of illegal migrants in Meghalaya till date.
There is no denying that coal mining and the con-
struction business rely heavily on migrant workers
from Nepal and Bangladesh. These workers are
put up inramshackle huts around their place of work.
Since the coal mining activities are ongoing these

workers are seen at the mining sites. They are well
protected by their employers and it would be safe
to assume that the employers have procured the
necessary documents for them.

One of the stringent instruments the MRSSA pro-
poses is to set up facilitation centres at entry points
to the state where visitors and tourists would have
to establish their citizenship credentials. This is as
good as the Inner Line Permit (ILP) which also
stresses on the same set of documents to be pro-
duced by visitors before being permitted to enter

the State. Is it necessary therefore to add to the list |

of laws which will ultimately be mired in bureau-
cratic red tape? Of course at this juncture it is not
politically correct to critique the ILP hence there is
complete silence from the citizens of Meghalaya in-
cluding its intelligentsia. No one dares go against
this populist demand because the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) has created a fear psy-
chosis that non-citizens will be granted citizenship
and allowed to settle here. This fear is legitimate
but the MRSSA and its modified version is empow-
ered to meet these exigencies. The ILP has the pro-
pensity to deal a death blow to tourism in
Meghalaya. The worst hit would be tour operators
and home-stay/guest house owners both in urban
and rural areas of the state, when footfalls will dwin-
dle owing to the plethora of requirements needed
to enter the State.

India & neighbours

What future SAARC!

On. 36th SAARC Charter
Day Anniversary, the heads
of SAARC countries deliv-
ered messages albeit con-
flicting ones. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
gave not-so-veiled warning,
“the full potential of
SAARC can only be realised
in an atmosphere free of ter-
ror and violence.” He called
upon its leaders to “recom-
mit to defeating the forces
that support and nurture ter-
rorism”.

Prime Minister of Nepal
and current SAARC Chair-
man KPS Oli made an appeal
for SAARC process to be
resumed. In his message he
said, “SAARC is not a
choice but a necessity for
meaningful regional coop-
eration in South Asia. The
longer we will delay, the
more will be the opportunity
cost”. He extended his plea
by suggesting, “a fresh im-
petus to the stalled SAARC
process including an early
convening of the summit
can rekindle hope among
our people and provide
ground to move forward.”

Soon after Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan gave
his message which was as
expected critical of India. He
said, “It is unfortunate that
due to long standing unre-
solved disputes amongst
the member states, SAARC
countries have been unable
to achieve the desired socio-
economic cooperation and
prosperity in the region so
far. Artificial obstacles had
been raised against the
SAARC process.”

The eight-member
SAARC - South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Co-
operation was set up 36
years ago on 8§ December
1985 in Dhaka. The idea was
mooted in 1980 in the first
meeting of seven founding
countries — Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka — which met in Co-
lombo in April 1981. Af-
ghanistan became the 8th
member at the 13th Annual
Summit, 2005. The major
founding principle is the
“respect for the principles of
sovereign equality, territo-
rial integrity, political inde-
pendence, non-interference
in the internal affairs of
other States”, with a host of
objectives set out in the
SAARC charter.

The SAARC was hob-
bling from the beginning. It
has been a body of unequal
and disparate members. The
size of India as the biggest
country compared to
smaller ones like Sri Lanka,
Maldives and Nepal cuts
both ways. It could be the
biggest market for neigh-
bouring countries, and also
be perceived as a bully.
Wrongly or rightly, the lat-
ter has been the perception
of quite a few countries.

The history of two other

By Dr. D.K. Giri

countries being a part of In-
dia in the past brings up
other traditional problems.
The partition between India
and Pakistan has been pain-
ful and is incomplete, and
the separation of Bangla-
desh from Pakistan with
support from India s an-
other chapter of history that
reminds the people of the
sub-continent of human
tragedies of incredible de-
gree. Time has not yet

healed the wounds, which
fester often calling for
vengeance and retribution.

The socio-religious con-
figuration in South Asian
countries emanating from
such a history is unique.
India is a Hindu majority
country with a large Mus-
lim population as a minority
along with other smaller re-

ligious groups like Chris-

tians, Parsis, Bahais, and
Indic religions like Buddhist
and Jains. Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh, Afghanistan and
Maldives are Muslim major-

ity countries with other mi-
norities,  *Hindus’ in Bang-
ladesh and Pakistan. Nepal
is a Hindu majority country
with non-sizeable minorities
and Sri Lanka is Buddhist
majority State with Tamils,
Muslims and Christians as
minority. Such demographic
composition should make
the countries socio-reli-
giously inter-dependent.
Strangely that’s not the
case.

Similar is the history of
conflicts and wars between
the members of European
Union. There is also huge
difference in size and popu-
lation. Take for instance
Germany which is now after
unification 80 million and
Luxemburg is under 2 mil-
lion. All member countries
in EU, including the six
founding members, are ma-
tured democracies and
sound economies. The de-
sire for greater economic

good in unity and solidarity
in Europe was the driving
force behind the creation
and growth of EU into one
political entity.

‘The Détente between
two major European powers
France and Germany made
EU possible. A similar devel-
opment between India and
Pakistan could perhaps do

- the trick for SAARC. Unfor-

tunately, while India is a de-
mocracy, Pakistan has been

ruled directly or by proxy by -

the military, which has its
own logic of survival, based
on prolonged conflict with
India not reconciliation.
Unless there is a change
from military hegemony to
democratic politics, peace
and security between India
and Pakistan is quite un-
likely. Efforts have been
made largely by India to build
peace, and admittedly, occa-
sionally, depending on the
leadership in Pakistan,
Islamabad has responded.
But the military, time and
again has torpedoed any at-

tempt at reconciliation with

New Delhi. One incident

worth recalling was when
Morarji Desai won the hearts
of even Pakistan military by
offering Indian military as-
sistance to it. On one occa-
sion, Desai telephoned Zia-
ul-Haq, “General, why do
you spend on your military
mnstead of putting the scarce
resources into development.
If your country is under at-
tack, I will put my military
behind yours™ No wonder,
Morarji was honoured with
Pakistan’s highest civilian
award.

Similarly, LK. Gujral had
invented a doctrine for peace
and security in South Asia
known as Gujral Doctrine. It
comprised five principles to
guide conduct of foreign re-
lations with India’s immedi-
ate neighbours, mainly Paki-
stan. It recognised the su-
preme importance’ of
friendly, cordial relations

with neighbours. Secondly,
India’s stature and strength
cannot be isolated from the
quality of its relations with
neighbours. The most im-
portant principle was that
with neighbours like Bang-
ladesh, Bhutan, Maldives,
Nepal and Sri Lanka, India
does not ask for reciproc-
ity, gives and accommo-
dates what it can in good
faith and trust.

Former Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee be-
longing to BJP, which is per-
ceived to be anti-Muslim
and so anti-Pakistan, had
famously said, “You can
change your friends, but
you cannot change your
neighbours”. The state-
ment was made in reference
to traditional tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan.
Vajpayee was apparently
legitimising his attempts at
restoration of relations with
Pakistan and genuinely, like
his predecessors, endeav-
ouring to normalise these.
His famous bus trip to La-
hore as a symbol of rebuild-
ing friendship was received
warmly in Islamabad raising

"hope for peace. But the mili-

tary as said before wanted
to- scupper it and sent mer-
cenaries to Kargil. Rest is
history.

Even Modi began well
by inviting the heads of
SAARC nations to his first
swearing-in ceremony as
Prime Minister. He went to
Lahore on social visits to
show warmth and friend-
ship. But sadly, Islamabad
did not reciprocate and
things have gotten worse.
Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism continues unabated.
There is no scope for dia-
logue. India maintains dia-
logue and deaths by terror-
ists’ bullets cannot go to-
gether. Pakistan while con-
niving with China to foment
trouble in India wants to
have dialogue with New
Delhi. It is fast learning the
Chinese art of duplicity.

- That has. been

recalcitrant Pakistan hope-
lessly under military grip,
thriving on terrorism and
drugs, playing a side kick as
a satellite country of China,
denying democratic space
and even human rights to
its population let alone the
Baluchs. Unless SAARC
countries put pressure--
moral or otherwise on Paki-
stan, SAARC is a no-go.
Rest of SAARC countries
are democracies, not under
military rule except Pakistan.
Yes, there is a Prime Minis-
ter in Pakistan but control-
led by whom, the Constitu-
tion or Commanders in the
military. The crux of revival
of SAARC is a genuine de-
mocracy in Pakistan refus-
ing to play Chinese game in
South Asia politics. ---INFA
(The writer is Prof, Interna-
tional Relations, JIMMC)

experienced such crisis as
they are doing now insofar

MeECL

i i as release of monthly pen-

pens,loners ma sion and salary is con-
dllemma cerned. ,

The aggrieved pension-

: ers through the MeECL

Editor, ' Pensioners Association

Pensioners after retire-

ment are entirely dependent
on the monthly pension  to
meet their bread and butter
needs and other basic ne-
cessities of life. Since the
MeECL Management has
held up the Pension for the
last two months (i.e Oct. &
Nov. 2020), the pensioners
and family pension holders
are facing financial hard-
ship and are on the brink of
starvation. They are now 1n
a dilemma on how to man-
age their lives. Being aged
senior citizens, it is practi-
cally impossible to start
looking for a job elsewhere
nor to carry out any busi-
ness activities for survival.

All employees who
joined the erstwhile ASEB,
MeSEB and are now under
MeECL are pensionable as
per the pension rules and
the law whereas those who
joined service on of e}fter
April 1, 2010 are entitled
under the new defined Con-
tribution Scheme (NPS).
From the very inception of
the Board (ASEB) during
the 1950s pensioners and
working employees never

have time and again ap-
proached and earnestly ap-
pealed to the MeECL Man-
agement for releasing their
pension. But it seems there
is no sign of hope yet. The
Management may please
note that payment of
monthly pension and termi-
nal benefits is the legitimate
and legal right of the
retirees. Therefore, being a
matter of life and death the
pensioners are in dilemma
on what to do next to real-
ize the monthly pension
and retirement benefits.
However as an Adviser
to the recognized and reg-
istered Association, I ear-
nestly implore upon the
MeECL Management, the
Power Minister and the
Chief Minister to explore all

ways and means to clear at-

least the monthly pension
in order to rescue us from
the impending peril of star-

vation.
Yours etc.,

B.S. Mawlong

Adviser, MeECL Pensioner
Association Shillong

Via email

Farmers
imperiled

Editor,

Apropos the article by
Patricia Mukhim, “Signs of
a failed state,”(ST Dec 11,
2020) I was interested to
know that the farm products
of Meghalaya are short-
sold to avaricious middle-
men at less than the produc-
tion cost for farmers. There
is something very wrong in
the Agricultural Policy of
the State Government if as
the writer says, there is no
minimum suppert price
(MSP) for crops that are pro-
duced for the market and for
exports. I recall reading the
statement of the Agriculture
Minister some weeks ago
when he was asked to com-
ments on the Farm Bills en-
acted by the NDA Govern-
ment. The minister said it
would have no impact on
Meghalaya farmers since
there are no mandis (gov-
ernment procurement insti-
tutions which buy farm
products at wholesale rates
and sells them onwards to
retailers). In one sense the
farmers in Meghalaya ar¢
free to sell their products to
the highest bidder which is
what Government of India
wanted to  introduce

through the recently en-
acted Farm Acts. Unfortu-
nately, in Meghalaya the
farmers are often forced to
sell their products to the
lowest bidder and there are
no safety nets for them. It is

a buyers’ market and the

seller is at a serious disad-
vantage. Hence the Agricul-
ture Minister should under-
stand this and be informed
that the farmers in
Meghalaya are very often
‘pushed into situations of
distress sales.

We have heard the word
“cold storage” for a long
time in Meghalaya but I am
not aware if any of them ex-
ist or were every created.
Cold storages are meant to
store the farmers’ crops un-
til he/she can get a good
price for them because if

every farmers decides to sell *

ginger at one time there will
naturally be a glut in the
market and the prize will dip
even while the wholesale
buyer enjoys a bonus while
the poor farmer is in dis-
tress. I also wonder what
the Farmers’ unions of the
-various political parties are
faring and why they are
quiet about a crisis that the
farming community faces
year after year.

.In Meghalaya we have
become adept at chasing an
urban mirage, All issues are

urban centric while issues
that affect nearly 80 percent

of the rural population are
glossed over. As the writer
says, no public representa-
tive cares about the plight
of farmers because they are
not organised and do not
vote en-bloc. Until an issue
begins to hurt politicians
they will not respond to it.
It’s time the farmers’ unite
themselves into a formida-
ble force. But who will lead
them?
Yours etc.,
Artimhai Dunai,
Via email

Letting the
Covid guard
- down

Editor,

Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma tweeted on Friday
that he has tested Covid
positive. Covid knows no
boundaries and anyone is
susceptible to it hence we
cannot let our guard down.
More aggressive testing is
required so that we know
exactly how we are faring as
a state. If we don’t test we
won’t know whether we are
asymptomatic carriers an.d
could be spreading the vi-
rus to unsuspecting ac-

quaintances or at public
spaces. It is true that free
testing is no longer a viable
proposition for any state.

- Hence those that can afford

to pay for the test should
do sq. The Government

should get the names of |-

those that cannot afford to
pay, from the respective
Dorbar Shnong and see that
they are provided free test-
ing. Now that winter has ar-
rived we are told to be aware
that Covid cases might just
go up. This is a frightening
scenario knowing how un-
der-prepared we are even
today to deal with large
number of cases because
the hospital beds have not
been sufficiently added and
nor have makeshift Covid
hospitals come up. We re-
ally need to be individually
responsible in preventing
the spread of Covid.
Meanwhile we wish the
Chief Minister a speedy re-
covery and pray that he is
back on his feet soon!
Yours etc.,
RV Sohtun,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong

Times
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SAARC story, stalled by a

Whom does
a political
blame-game help?

By Chitra Rajpal

"The Meghalaya Au-
tumn. Assembly 2020 ses-
sion, concluded in Novem-
ber, witnessed immense par-
ticipation from politicians of
the NPP-led Meghalaya
Democratic Alliance (MDA)
government as well as the
Opposition. Somewhere in
the heated debates, a politi-
cal blame game emerged,
which continues till date,
despite many arguments
being made on the floor of
the house regarding key
policy measures. At this
point for the people of
Meghalaya, one side does
not seem better than the
other. Hence, a greater bur-
den lies on the legislators
to deconstruct key political
measures for the people
and not just simply engage
in a blame-game for easy
political mileage. .

The problem in
Meghalaya’s political his-
tory so far has been that the
Opposition usually tends to
take a holier-than-thou
stance despite knowing
that many sitting legislators
on their side of the House
are also guilty of wrongdo-
ing. In such circumstances,
it is easy for a blame-game
to get triggered as evidence
is neither scarce nor hidden
from the public. To be hon-
est, a political back and
forth helps no one. The in-
formed audience already
know the details;
the middle
class either

have
their Wl
opinions
sealed or choose to remain
apolitical, and the majority

want amenities and devel-

opmental agendas. The
small fraction which re-
mains. arg. politicians, who
énsure that they creaté suf-
ficient noise to manipulate
public perceptions
helping them to stay %
in power. Thus, maturity in
political discourse slowly
erodes. It makes nothing

more than headlines for

media organisations, which
also have economic reasons
to run certain types of
news. ’

For instance, the issues
of coal mining have repeat-
edly made the morning

head-
lines of the B
newspapers
in the state.
While it is j
the Conrad
Sangma-led §

National People’s Party
which has come under the
radar now, for almost a dec-
ade it was the Congress
who had played hide-and-
seek on the matters at hand.
A cursory glance over the
Congress regime’s history
is sufficient to bring out its
tryst with coal mining, the
extremely controversial
Meghalaya Mines and
Mineral Policy, 2012, being
a case in point. The policy
spearheaded under the lead-
ership of Mukul Sangma
would have given rat-hole
mining legitimacy had the
NGT not exercised its wis-
dom and stopped the policy
in its tracks. These issues
were covered extensively
even then, but at no point
can any average citizen of
Meghalaya claim that de-
spite media coverage on
these issues, they were well
informed to make political
decisions. This is the way
citizens are manipulated. In

such a situation, given the
fact that the opposition can-
not come clean and the rul-
ing government has to de-
fend itself, public loses out
on key discourses.

Taking the instance of
coal mining, it is no secret
that the practice has flour-
ished in the state for over a
century through the nexus
of the mine owners, the bu-
reaucrats, and the govern-
ment. For almost a decade
that the current opposition
was in power in the state,
this issue was pertinent. The
state’s coal mining industry
ever since has been making
headlines for all the wrong
reasons. In the past, several
incidents of miners dying
due to unscientific methods
of mining have spurred the
conscience of the entire

. country. For example,-in

2012, 15 miners in the Garo
hills suécumbed to injuries
when an illegal mine got
flooded unexpectedly. The
bodies of the miners were
never recovered. A year
later, through a probe con-
ducted by the Jaintia Hills
Distric Authority, 222 child
miners were found being in-

. volved in rat-hole mining.

Of these 222, 153 belonged
to the lo- _ cal commu-
nities “while the

Y families
WY from Ne-
pal,

Bag-

ladesh, Assam, and Bihar.
It was only after suffi-
cient noise was created by
national dailies that legisla~
tors took the issue into cog-
nizance and came out pub- -
licly with this. This is just
one of the issues. The trum-
pet has been blowing on
several issues and there is
no solution for it as yet.
Now, what is the way
forward? Again, taking the
instance of mining, the NPP-
led government must come
up with a comprehensive

.. mining policy and make it

a point to break this nexus
to solve a long pending
concern, -instead of using
Congress’s blame-

game tactic. The
NPP, albeit a
compara-

ship of sea-
soned politicians like
Purno Sangma, who was
known to make sound
and highly informed inter-
“ventions in national poli-
tics. The aim of the party

"hence should not be to con-

tinue with the ancient prac-
tice of pointing fingers but

_to make interventions which

can help people move in a
better direction with respect
to state politics. That can be
the only pertinent way for-
ward not only for the health
of politics of the state but
also for policies for the peo-
ple. Likewise, for the qppo-
sition, ultimately, the goal
should be to critique poli-
cies and advance alterna-
tives that are pro-people, ir-
respective of who is propos-
ing them. In a developed
democracy, the opposition
should be mature enough
to discuss the welfare value
of the actions being taken
by the government first, and
discrediting the government
second. Such an attitude is
of paramount importance
for constructive engage-
ment. (The author is a pub-
lic policy postgraduate stu-
dent of National Law
School, Bengaluru)
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ighting to save

a bird haven

Navi Mumbai couple has been
y fighting to save 80 hectares
of wetlands in Navi Mumbai
that are home to thousands of flamin-
gos. The wetlands were proposed to
be converted into a golf course and
residential complex but in 2018, based
on their petition, the Bombay High
Court quashed a notification to this
effect. Mongabay-India writer Tanvi
Deshpande reports

What started as a police complaint
about the destruction of mangroves
in 2016 turned into a passion for con-
serving wetlands for the Agarwals.
This Navi Mumbai couple, both in
their 50s, has been fighting to save
80 hectares of wetlands in Navi Mum-
ba} that are home to thousands of fla-
mingos.

The wetlands were proposed to be
converted into a golf course and res-
idential complex but in 2018, based
on their petition, the Bombay High
Court (HC) quashed a notification to
this effect. The forest department
now plans to declare the area a con-
servation reserve but is facing resist-
ance from within the government.

Navi Mumbai, a satellite city of
Mumbai, is more scenic and serene
as compared to the commercial capi-
tal owing to large number of trees,
open spaces, mangroves, mudflats,
salt pans and a creek. Thousands of
migratory birds visit the area every
year. ‘

Several residents of Navi Mumbai
have been fighting to save their local
environment, specifically the wet-
lands, from destruction for years now.
These wetlands are under threat from
proposed construction for residential
and other infrastructure projects.

One example is a movement to
save Panje wetlands in Uran, a part
of Navi Mumbai, where the core wet-
land covers about 213 hectares and
is an important site for migratory
birds. This wetland is also close to a
proposed airport. Not far from Panje
are two more wetlands — one, meas-
uring 13 hectares, behind Training

Ship Chanakya (TSC), a maritime -

academy on Palm Beach Road and
another near NRI Complex, a residen-
tial complex in Navi Mumbai’s Sea-
woods area.

The NRI Complex wetland is locat-
ed south of TSC with an area of
around 20 hectares. While these wet-
lands constitute a small percentage
of the area of Navi Mumbai, they sup-
port more than a hundred species and
most of them are migratory with de-
clining populations around the globe.

Sunil and Shruti Agarwal and their
two children, moved to NRI Complex
in 2016. On one of their morning
walks, they saw an instance of man-
grove destruction. They quizzed the
labourers and eventually, an FIR was
filed at NRI Complex police station.
They have been fighting against the
destruction of mangroves and these
wetlands since then.

“We had not been environmental
activists before we got into this is-
sue. We had fought against deface-
ment of Navi Mumbai due to hoard-
ings in the past. Even today if you
ask me the definition of wetlands, I
won’t be able to tell you. But all I can
understand is something wrong is

happening,” said Shruti Agarwal, a
television producer. The couple also
raised alarm when hundreds of trees
were cut at the wetland citing permis-
sions from local authorities. As work
on the wetlands got more demand-
ing, Sunil, a self-employed chartered
accountant and Shruti decided to take
a break. Now their children also help
them in their cause.

What is the fight about?

In a Bombay Natural History Soci-
ety (BNHS) report published in 2019
titled ‘Coastal Wetlands and Water-
birds of Navi Mumbai: Current Sta-
tus’, both T.S. Chanakya (TSC) wet-
lands and NRI complex (Talawe) wet-
lands find an elaborate mention. The
TSC wetland has 21 bird species in-
cluding four near threatened species
and one vulnerable species.

Between January and September
2018, BNHS recorded waterbirds on
the TSC wetlands including near
threatened species (IUCN status)
such as painted stork, lesser flamin-
go, Eurasian curlew and curlew sand-
piper. These species were also ob-
served at the NRI Complex wetland
during this period. The NRI Complex
wetland hosts 37 waterbird species,
including four near threatened and
one vulnerable species, according to
the report.

According to documents from City
and Industrial Development Corpo-
ration (CIDCO), the agency respon-
sible for the proposed infrastructure
works in the area, there are three plots

NRI wetlands. Therefore, as a con-
servation and management action,
the report has suggested, “land rec-
lamation work should be strictly pro-
hibited at this site.

This wetland (TSC) should be de-
clared amongst protected areas as-
sociated with Thane Creek Flamingo
Sanctuary (TCFS) because water
birds from the sanctuary are using it
as high tide roost when sanctuary
gets flooded during high tide.” For
NRI wetlands also, the report has
suggested managing traditional fish-
ing practices in a way to manage the
water level in the wetland for birds
and that crowds should be regulat-
ed.

Sub-unit Panvel that consist of the

T.S. Chanakya Wetlands and NRI
Complex wetlands finds a mention in
the National Wetland Inventory and

Assessment (NWIA) Atlas. Even

though NWIA does not list all 2.01
lakh wetlands covered under it, a
Bombay HC order referred to TSC and
NRI wetlands as part of NWIA.

“If these wetlands are declared a
conservation reserve, it will be a vic-
tory for us. These wetlands are pro-
tected by Supreme Court (SC) order
but construction could start just be-
cause of a CIDCO order. If these 2.01
lakh wetlands are protected as per SC
order, it is only SC that can change
this status,” said Sunil.

Navi Mumbai wetlands

“For every year we delay it (the
golf course project), we prevent en-
vironmental destruction. We feel like
we are owners (guardians) of 80 hec-

in question, viz, pockets A, C and D
located in Seawoods, Navi Mumbai.
Of these, zone changes have been
made in Pocket A (20 hectares) and D
(0.85 hectares) — and proposed in
Pocket C (47 hectares).— to facilitate
the development of the golf course
and residential area and make the ar-
eas economically viable.

The golf course, approximately un-
der 20 hectares, is planned on parts
of NRI wetlands while the residential
complex will come up on a 13 hectare
plot part of TSC wetlands. The
changes were made according to Ma-
harashtra government’s notification
of October 5, 2016, for a sanctioned
modification to Navi Mumbai’s De-
velopment Plan.

However, the same BNHS report
has warned of landfilling, excavation
of soil, intensive fishing and over-
crowding as threats to the TSC and

tares of land. We are also happy that
we have inspired people to save their
local environment as well,” said Shru-
t.

Navi Mumbai’s changing land use
has contributed to the current geog-
raphy of its wetlands. Till the 1970s,
it was covered with large expanses
of salt pans and paddy fields, notes
the BNHS report.

Tide gates regulated tidal water for
agriculture, salt farming and fishing,
but these traditional practices de-
clined by the 1980s. Once the region
started to get developed into a met-
ropolitan area, increasing land pric-
es, changing hydrology and econo-
my. of this region due to construc-
tion activities, government policies
and changing lifestyles could have
made people abandon farming and
fishing, notes BNHS in its report.

“This might have brought trans-

formation in this region — new wet-
lands were formed naturally in aban-
doned salt pans and paddy fields and
artificially by soil excavation — ex-
isting wetlands became shallow or
disappeared due to heavy siltation
and landfiiling and along with uncul-
tivated and unmanaged lands, they
were replaced by prolific growth of
mangroves and scrubs,” it noted.

“People point out to us that where
we are living right now also used to
be a wetland before. I say to them,
“Alright, but does that mean we let
the last of wetlands also be de-
stroyed?” Just because it happened
once doesn’t mean we should let it
happen again,” says Shruti.

About 100-200 citizens take part
in the protests to save the environ-
ment. They are mobilised on social
media. On the importance of citizen
activism, Shruti adds, “We had not
been environmental activists before
we got into this issue... When we
were working against hoardings, we
exposed a lot of people. There was a
defamation case against Sunil also
but we are undeterred. Environment
became our focus when we shifted

“here... Our children also actively help

us. We are also happy that we have
inspired people to save their local en-
vironment as well.”

Are these wetlands or not?

Navi Mumbai resident Vinod Pun-
shi said, “When CIDCO came to Lon-
don and approached the Non-Resi-
dent Indians (NRIs) living there, one
of the selling points was an 18-hole
international standard golf course.
Later, the plan was amended to a nine-
hole golf course but then that also
did not seem feasible. That is. why a
golf course was built at Kharghar.
They just want this land bank.”

The Agarwals who mobilised resi-
dents of the Seawoods area and have
been opposing the golf course at the
wetland site filed a PIL in the matter
in 2018 that was clubbed with an ex-
isting PIL of 2013 filed by Navi Mum-
bai Environment Preservation Socie-
ty and Punshi. A judgment was pro-
nounced on November 1, 2018, which

relied on a Supreme Court judgment

that emphasises the doctrine of pub-
lic trust. While referring to it, HC
states, “...there is a total ban on rec-
lamation of wetlands identified under
NWIA. There is a ban on any perma-

nent construction on such identified

wetlands.”

In the ordér, HC further stated,

“The agenda note (of 435th meeting
of Board of Directors of CIDCO held
on May 9, 2002, which proposed mod-
ification of Development Plan) will
show that the decision of proposing
change of DP was taken mainly for
commercial reasons. There is no great-
er public interest reflected from the
agenda note for converting the water
bodies in NDZ into a golf course and
residential complex.”

The court further noted, “Moreo-

ver there is nothing placed on record

to show that the impact on the eco-
system and environment of filling in
water bodies for making construction
of residential complex and for mak-
ing golf course was assessed or at
least such assessments were made
available to the Planning Authority
or the State government... Therefore,
we have no manner of doubt that the
impugned notification is illegal and
is liable to be struck down,” the court
noted.

The court passed an order quash-
ing the notification, ordered reserva-
tions provided therein cannot be im-
plemented, allowed the wetlands to
continue to remain protected as per
Apex Court order.

According to documents from CI--

DCO, VC and MD Bhushan Gagrani
had written to the state Environment
Department on September 9, 2016,
stating that it is-a matter of grave con-
cern for the city of Navi Mumbai that
large chunks’ of developable land
have been included in the NWIA.
“The wetland delineation has been
carried out at 1:50000 scale and there
are anomalies which are primarily due
to errors in drafting maps, confusions
in identification in case of smaller land
pockets, apparent similarities in man-

"groves and terrestrial vegetation and

lack of site verification.

The Atlas has been prepared in-
dependent of any consultation of the
legally incumbent Development Plan
or the concerned Development Au-
thority. Since the entire Navi Mum-
bai area is under development as per
the planning approach already frozen
as far back as in 1979 following Wet-
land Atlas in toto will not be possible

"due to mismatches/errors narrated

above.” Therefore, the CIDCO MD
stated that there is no. important wet-
land around Navi Mumbai notified

~area.

Where things stand now

After the HC order, the project

contractor and CIDCO moved the Su- .

preme Court and has secured a stay
on the HC order.

Meanwhile, the Thane Creek Fla-
mingo Sanctuary (TCFS) plan 2019-
20 to 2029-30 has included a chapter
titled Satellite Wetland Management
and Conservation Plan. It refers to
the aforementioned BNHS report and
cites six satellite wetlands of the
TCFS including TSC and NRI wet-
lands and even suggested an action-
plan for their conservation. .

Thesefore, in April 2020, the Addi-
tional Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (APCCF)- Mangrove Cell
Virendra Tiwari wrote to CIDCO and
district administrations of Thane and
Raigad asking for comments since the
Cell intended to propose protection
and conservation measures for these
six wetlands as per Wildlife Act (for
eg. declaration of conservation re-
serves, etc).

CIDCO wrote back to APCCF on
July 21, 2020 stating, “..this is to in- -
form you that CIDCO had carried out
a scientific survey in Navi Mumbai
area in 2016 with reference to the wet-
land atlas published by Gol. As’per
the report of this survey, these five .
locations are not wetlands.” While
referring to the TSC and NRI wet-
lands, CIDCO has stated that the ar-
eas used to be salt pan lands and sev-
eral ponds were created hereafter fish-
ermen broke bunds to do fishing here.

Besides, CIDCO cited another
BNHS report contradicting the one
mentioned above. The said report
had stated that ‘Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport site and adjoining
areas should be made unattractive for
birds.” Apart from the fact the HC or-
der was stayed by SC, CIDCO has
also cited a letter by Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Nagpur to
State Revenue and Forest Department
on March 3, 2016 “to not propose the
bird sanctuary at NRI complex and
behind TSC Chanakya locations.”

Based on this CIDCO letter, APC-
CF has now written to BNHS on July
30, 2020, asking for comments.

When asked about the latest de-
velopment, Tiwari said, “If the land
is maintained as it is and birds can
continue to visit the area, nobody
would have an issue. Environment
department has to take a call now. De-
claring conservation reserve will re-
quire owner’s consent as land does
not belong to us.” )

CIDCO MD Sanjay Mukherjee did
not comment on the matter.

(Mongabay India/TWF)

By Siddhi Jain

ctor, comic and musician Aadar
Malik says digital and live ex
riences will have to sync in
the future, and make for an opportu-
nity that many performers and produc-
tions will explore in a big way.
‘Malik features in Rajat Kapoor's
adaptation of the Shakespearean com-
edy As You Like It, titled I Don't Like
It As You Like It, which has gone dig-
ital with Aadyam's digital edition. The
play is available to watch on Insider's
theatre platform on December 12 and
13.

Excerpts from an IANSlife chat
with Aadar Malik:

As an actor, how different is taking
the stage to screen? Do you find it
challenging? .

AM: Honestly speaking, the question
of stage vs screen is asked mostly to
theatre actors because I think we are
the only people who end up experi-
encing both in a very serious way. .It
is something that is very different in
terms of the number of takes that you
would get, you get to really experience
what the script is taking the character
through on stage and so both have
their ups and downs. In fact right now,
it's so weird that we have to -- speak-
ing in terms of this show -- because
we are $o accustomed to going
through the motions of this character
in that one and half to two hours. Now
suddenly when you are in this space

where you know there are so many
cameras and you have to, as opposed
to acting for the audience you know
that there are certain cameras are re-
placed in certain places that you have
to perform for. That really is a bit of a
shock to the system after after you
performed 60-70 shows. That is new
but other than that I think in the basic
principle of it is just remains the same.
You have to adjust a little here and
there but over the years I just figured
out that it's it's ultimately the same,
it's just certain things change, certain
aspects change but acting in the act-
ing in its basic form remains the same.

Q: In terms of connecting with the
audience, both in comedy and thea-
tre, there's some live feedback that
may help the performer. In digital
performances, this feedback may not
be present. Does this affect a perform-
ance?

AM: Of course, live feedback helps.
That's why a lot of people talk of stage
performances like a drug, because of
that live feedback, that immediate ap-
plause, or laughter, or even if you're
performing something dramatic, it's
that immediate reaction that really fu-
els you, and I think after a while you
start getting dependant on it. And as
someone who's been creating content

and live need to sync’

on YouTube and other platforms; I do
feel you get immediate feedback in the
comments section which is not feed-
back that is not constructive in the
strictest sense. So, the lucky part is
that we know how the audience re-
acts to this show, we had enough ex-
perience with the sheer number and
magnitude of the shows we have
done. In this case (recorded play), not
having that feedback and assuming

that feedback in some moments is be-

cause we have done it so many times.
That's a big advantage in terms of
shooting the play as a compared to
shooting a new show for a maiden pro-
duction entirely. That would be quite
difficult because plays do come into
their own after the 20th-30th show, so
you really start figuring out a lot of
things as a group.

Q: Going forward, how do you think
digital and live performances will
sync together? Do you see both hap-
pening together? .

AM: We will have to. Digital and live
will have to sync together. I think
there's a major integration as far as live
and digital that's going to come our
way. You could be performing for an
audience that is geolocked in America
by creating a stage and a worthwhile
experience for them while staying in

Bombay. 1 think that is something that
is going to be explored very seriously
by a lot of performers and productions
very soon. :

Q: Please tell us a little about your
role in I Don't Like It, As You Like It.
AM: In I Don't Like It As You Like It,
we are performing as a troupe of
clowns who are trying to put up a play
As You Like It, and their theatre gets
taken away from them, and they have
to make the most of what they are left
with, which is pretty much nothing,
and they end up performing in a jun-
gle. It's a really nice connection to the
situation we are in right now, because
we have lost our ability to perform on
stage because of a pandemic. Now we
are trying our best to bring it to an
audience.

My clown is Coco, who ends up
playing Rosalind but wanted to play
Orlando. That's the role reversal we
are playing with which is very Shake-
spearean in a way because most of
the female characters were played by
men. We really went on that where the
men are playing women and women
are playing men by the end of the
show. It's something that has really
excited me, and I always wanted to do
it in a way truly unique and this par-
ticular production - Rajat Kapoor's
version - is really the right way to at-
tack something like this and have fun
while doing it.

(The author can be contacted at
siddhi.j@ians.in)
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Now, this number does not exist

By Sukant Deepak

it‘h the news of one of In
dia's best known Hindi po
ets, Manglesh Dabral's

death coming in on Wednesday
evening. when he breathed his last
at ALIMS after Covid related compli-
cations, it was clear that Indian
poetry had lost a reluctant star.

Quiet, and preferring to let his
poems do the talking, the 72-year-
old Dabral, who was born in a vil-
lage in Uttrakhand was awarded with
the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2000
for his poetry collection Ham Jo
Dekhte Hain.

One of Hindi world's most trans-
lated poet -- English, Russian, Span-
ish, Polish and Italian, Dabral's most
well-known poetry collections in-
cluded Pahad Par Lalten, Aawaz
Bhi Ek Jagah Hai, Ghar Ka Rasta,
Ham Jo Dekhte Hain, Mujhe Dikha
Ek Manushya and prose titles like
Lekhak Ki Roti and Kavi Ka
Akelapan. He was also considered
one of India's best literary editors.
During his years with Jansatta and
many other publications, Dabral was
instrumental in introducing a whole
new generation of writers and po-
ets.

Poet Arundhathi Subramaniam,
who first met Dabral in 2008 in Rot-
terdam, Holland remembers him as
gentlg, soft-spoken, wry, wonder-
fully devoid of affectation -- that it
was difficult not to warm to him right
away. "And yet, for all the mildness
of his manner, one only had to read
the poetry to know that this was a
man capable of searing clarity and
unsparing acuity.

We talked a lot, walked around
the city a lot, as one often does at
festivals far away from home. That
became the basis of an enduring
friendship. Each time we met, there
was a warmth, a familiarity that was
the result of that first meeting."

Remembering his warmth, gener-
osity, humility and "in particular, his
humility, his refreshing inability to
brag -- such a rarity in the cultural
world", Subramaniam feels that
Dabral for her is a perfect reminder
of all that a poet can and ought to
be.. "Truly a beacon in this world of
shrill self-advertisement. He never
lost his unassuming manner, his ca-
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Mafglesh D

THIS NUMBER DOES NOT EXIST

This number does not exist.
Wherever I go whichever number I dial
At the other end a strange voice says
This number does not exist yeh number maujood nahin hai
Not too long ago at this number I used to reach people
Who said: of course we recognize you
There is space for you in this universe

(From Sudeep Sen's translation of Manglesh Dabral's Yeh Number Mojud Nahin)

met many poets who combine liter-
ary caliber with this degree of hu-
mility."

The poet, who in many of her in-
terviews has described him as one
of the country's finest poets as-
serts, "Mangalesh's strength as a
poet is his utter clarity, his decep-
tive simplicity, his quiet reflective
voice that swivels on the edge of
piercing recognition. He combines
craft and conscience, dexterity and
depth. There is a refined literary
sensibility, but it is never self-con-
scious; there is a great wealth of
insight, but he achieves it without
ever seeming mannered or precious.
This sahaja quality - the capacity
to seem natural, unforced, deeply
human and yet, never turning facile

artists accomplish in a lifetime."

Surjit Patar, recipient of the
Sahitya Akademi and Padma Shri
(which he returned recently) hon-
ours and the deceased poet's friend
for more than 25 years says, "I still
cannot believe the news. This is a
great loss. I have read many of his
poems multiple times and what
strikes me most is his deep under-
standing of the language, ability to
perfectly distill his thoughts and
command over the structure. Even
when writing about social struggles
and injustice, he never let go of the
emotional gamut. There was no
sloganeering in his work. His un-
derstanding of the human emotions
ensures that people across genera-
tions relate to his work."

cluding This Number Does Not Ex-
ist and Accompanist remembers the
time spent with Dabral over several
years "with many cups of chai and
glasses of whiskey". "Dabral will
always be remembered for his acute
attention to detail, his lyrical and
commanding reading voice, the so-
cial and political relevance in his
poetry, his interest in his mountain
heritage of his family, and his con-
nection with the younger readers."

Poet Nirupama Dutt may have
been introduced to Dabral in 1986
but she still remembers that
evening. "I had recently moved to
Delhi to pursue creative writing.
Those were the years of struggle.
My friend Kumar Vikal came to the
capital and introduced me to a ra-
tion shop owner who would give
stuff on credit and Manglesh
Dabral, who ensured that I had a
steady stream of freelance work in
order to survive. I had never writ-
ten in Hindi, but Dabral was ex-
tremely kind to me." :

Dutt, whose book on Lal Singh
Dil, titled Poet of the Revolution

was released by the late poet says,

"He never forgot his roots. For
Dabral, it was always important to
give a voice to the marginalised --
but never loudly. For him, it was al-

Literacy program
tor school dropouts

lobal Dream Shaala, an initia

tive for providing free edu

cation to out of school chil-
dren starting with Uttar Pradesh,
launched earlier this week on Human
Rights Day. The initiative will pro-
mote functional literacy and nu-
meracy among masses, and was born
out of an observation of underprivi-
leged children aged 6-14 unable to
read even a one-paragraph story flu-
ently.

According to educationist Dr.
Sunita Gandhi, "Our primary objec-
tive with Global Dream Shaala is to
provide a zero-cost scale-up model
of learning that is both quick and
effective, and that makes learning
gain real every day. This keeps the
motivation of both volunteers and
learners high."

A pilot of this approach was car-
ried out with 22 women volunteers
in Karauni village in a rural block of
Lucknow. :

Soon, these women turned teach-
ers and within the first few months
prepared 180 women to take the NLM
Basic Literacy Exam by NIOS. To-
gether, they made more than 800
women in Karauni capable of read-
ing, writing, numeracy. Later, the pro-
gram was carried out in other cities
targeted to educate underprivileged
children, adults and their mentors.
may themselves be illiterate. Their
main roles are motivating learners
and facilitating their learning as in
the new version, the videos do the
entire job of teaching. The volun-
teers too become literate in the proc-
ess. This will prove helpful in tap-
ping into opportunities to scale up
these projects across Uttar Pradesh,
starting with Lucknow's urban
slams. . ,

There are plans to expand the ini-
tiative across India including Tier 2
and 3 cities and to take the children
from basic literacy to Class 3 and 5
levels within the program.

The Global Dream Toolkits, which
are used as curriculum to teach illit-
erate people, help learners start to
read much faster than other existing
primers and curriculums. Many
learners can begin to read within one
to two months with just 15 minutes

learner and the excitement for them
is real when within the first 15-
minute sessions itself, they can be-
gin to read six words and associate
ten letters.

Dr. Sunita Gandhi, Founder, Glo-
bal Classroom Private Limited
(GCPL) & Global Education & Train-
ing Institute (GETI) told IANSlife:
"The way we approach education
is very much reducing to a minimum
the capacity of the children using
only their left brain and focus only
on very small, narrow perspective
of academic learning. We may fill the
course with a lot of different facts
and figures and so forth, but real
learning is very limited. So in India,
we need-to'consider a vastly differ-
ent education, learn from global re-
search. "We find a lot of lot of kids
get dropped out along the way or
the interest wanes, they're not mo-
tivated by the system of education.
We think that children should be
strong enough to take care of them-
selves and or parents will take care
of that side of things. But the real-
ity is that many children are falling
out of the cracks and they're not

being able to lift themselves up .

again and see themselves as hav-
ing any meaningful engagement
with life because they feel they're
not good enough. We should be
doing just the opposite, we should
be making her feel that every child
is capable of getting the highest
success, and serving their own

T
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‘Star - Gazing’

By PL. Ajai Bhambi
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Moon sextile Jupiter on your solar return chart and it will give you
favorable results for the whole year. You will make plans to buy new
house, land, property or vehicle. Take all precautions before new
investments this year. Court cases or government related matters will
find a peaceful solution. Keep your expenses under check. New job/
business opportunities will keep coming. Your performance at workplace
will be exceptional and you will come up to the expectation of one and
all. Your enemies will be active with their evil plans but they will not get
success. You will be involved in your family matters and atmosphere
athome wil be peaceful andjoyous. Money wiltbe spentin the activities
of children such as their studies, career and marriage. Your spouse/
partnerwill keep supporting you. You will enjoy good relations with family
members/iriends. Auspicious functions will keep taking place.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

Youwould be funloving, energetic and willing to explore new
ideas. You may feel frustrated in relationships as there is a
lack of communication and tis hard for you to verbalize your
true feelings and express them. Stress may crop up at
nexpectedturns and this would require youtolook at some
lifestyle changes andeven incorporate some techniques like
exercise and meditation. Health needs tobe replenished with
a planned diet and physical fitness schedules.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

You might particularly enjoy discussions about your early
iife, or the past. In fact, it's a great time to open up
conversations with loved ones, as you are more rational
when it comes to personal matters now. Your mind often
wanders to domestic concerns, andissues surrounding your
home, family, and personal past. Domestic relationships and
the home environment tend to be harmonious and peaceful.
it's atabulous time for joining a gym or stepping up exercise
andhealthroutines.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

This phase brings harmonious relations with friends, col-
leagues and lovedones. Therewould belove, grace, beauty,
happiness and pleasure in personal relations success and
good fortune at work bring new opportunities for further
progress. You will be able to make best use of your talents,
work experience and would insert your creativity into your
work and projects in hand. You would be more determined
and hard-working at this time.

une 22 - July 22)

You would have to restructure and reorganize activities at
work and analyze the situations athome. Yourdaily routiqes
andbusiness dealings needtobe restructuredfor better gains
and productivity. You tend to be a perfectionist while
completing business projects and campaigns. Itis best to
accept challenges thatlife offers you and keep going through
ups and downs taking it all in your stride. There will be a
fluctuation in energy levels before a balance is achieved.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

You would be compassionate and generous with family,
friends and relatives and gain respect from them. You are
mbitious and ready to achieve professional goals and
argets atany cost. Youwould maintain batance, strength and
completion in personal and business partnership. Restruc-
turing business schedules and dealings would be productive.
Ifhealthis affected, fevers or minorinfections are more likely.

. Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
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News and visitors from far off places are likely to arrive. You
are loving and caring in personal reiationships. You look at
the worldin terms of value and worth now, and what you have

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

5

Scdrpio:(October 24 - November 22)

¥

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

&

Capricorn:

Aquarius: {January 21 - February 18)

&

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

-p<
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is foremost on your mind. Money issues pop up now-the
discovery of a way fo increase your income, an unexpected
giftor reward, or a brief and tiny financial crisis that motivatej
you to find new ways to make money are possible. You ar

blessed with good mood and health.

Yourpersonal charmand attractiveness would have a positiv
effect on your relationships. People see you as a loving an
lovable person, and as someone who is aware of their néed
and feelings, which can benefit you at this time. Others ar
willing to help and cooperate with your goals and ambitions
Group activities can be a therapeutic pastime.

You encounter people who are very considerate and under-
standing. Youwouldalsoform relationships with people based
onadeeplevel of mutual appreciation and understanding for
each other. A sudden job opportunity, or some form of
assistance withregards to career, home, orproperty matters,
couldbe partofthe picture. This can alsoproduce an eventtha
requires you to take charge and show your responsible sidej
Healthneedstobe addressed withadiet planas wellas som

physical exercise.

Personal relations are precious and need to be treated with
tenderloveand care. Youfeel freshandre-energized. Ablas
of personal energy comes your way, and showing you
leadership skills works for you now. You are at your mos
convincing, as others acceptyouatface value. Nowyounee
alittleattention, and careermatters cometoahead. Thisisals
astrongperiotiforfinances and close partnerships. A pleasan
surprise may be in store.

(December 22 - January 20)

Efforts at self-promotion might be made now. This is the tim
whenyou're noticed forwhatyou've done or haven'tdone. D
yourbesttobeintopform, make careeradjustmentsifneeded,
and don'tbe afraid to show others exactly what you are mad
of. Perhaps thisis notatime to make a presentation ortocome
ontoostrongtotheworld. Youarefeeling reflective rather than
exprassive. At this time, you instinctively know how to place
yourself in the best light in order to make a good impression
onothers. ’

Youwill be creative, adventurous and unconventional at work
and this brings appreciation from senior colleagues. You
partnerships are highlighted right now, and t's timeto compro:
mise. Insecuritiesin your partnerships are broughttolightnow,
andthe bestwayto handle this isto understandthatyounee
others instead of competing for the limelight. Concentrate o
truly listening tothose close toyou, and on playing asupportivi
role. Keep stress at bay.

You're at your best when you are showing the world you
practical, competent, and responsible side. A wonderfu

professional opportunity takes you towards success at this -

time. A personal meeting will lead to romance, love and lon
[asting relationship. There are chances of new associationsan
beginnings as changes may occur. Your efforts o reach ou
to new people will be accepted and welcomed as you ge!
success in foreign matters too. Physical energy and goo
health enable you cooperate with busy schedule and worl
commitments.

Career in

By Ranjan K Baruah

e are aware of the recent
advertisements which are
related to mutual funds. In

today's edition I am trying to write
something related to making money
and a career option related to finan-
cial market. Before writing about the
career option let us understand
about the field which is yet to be
explored by people in the state or in
NE region.

Securities market is a component
of the wider financial market where

securities can be bought and sold:

between subjects of the economy,
on the basis of demand and supply.
Securities markets encompasses eq-
uity markets, bond markets and de-
rivatives markets where prices can
be determined and participants both
professional and non professionals
can meet.

Securities  markets can be split
into below two levels. Primary mar-
kets, where new securities are issued
and secondary markets where exist-
ing securities can be bought and
sold. Secondary markets can further
be split into organised exchanges,
such stock exchanges and over-the-
counter where individual parties
come together and buy or sell secu-
rities directly. For securities, a holder
knowing that a secondary market
exists in which their securities may
be sold and converted into cash in-
creases the willingness of people to
hold stocks and bonds and thus in-
creases the ability of firms to issue
securities.

There are a number of profes-
sional participants of a securities
market and these include; broker-
ages, broker-dealers, market makers,
investment managers, speculators as
well as those providing the infra-
structure, such as clearing houses
and Securities depositories. A secu-
rities market is used in an economy
to attract new capital, transfer real
assets in financial assets, determine
price which will balance demand and
supply and provide a means to in-
vest money both short and long term.

We keep money in banks or in-
vest in many other areas. We also
keep money in insurance companies.
When we look at the interest then
we could see that interests are dif-
ferent in different companies or fi-
nancial institutions. Have you won-
dered who manages the funds or
capitals that we invest? As an indi-

vidual any one may invest in mutual
fund or by buy stocks or shares of
different companies. The Indian Se-
curities Market is one of the leading
markets in the emerging world. Over
the past few years, the financial mar-
kets have become increasingly glo-
bal.

Some of the career options that
come to our mind straight include
Broker/ Dealer, Merchant Banker,
Mutual Fund Distributor, Research
Analyst, Wealth Manager. This fi-
nancial services sector looks for
graduates with commerce, econom-
ics, finance, mathematics, manage-
ment background, etc.

There are many mutual funds
companies or trade brokerage agen-
cies which hire aspirants. Leading
brokers in India includes Angel
broking, ICICI Direct, Motilal Oswal,
ShareKhan, HDFC Securities, Kotak
Securities, Axis Direct, etc. Stock
broker work with institutional inves-
tors as securities traders, securities
analysts, advisors or dealers. Bro-
kers also work with banks, MF, pen-
sion funds, insurance companies
and other FIs or work with individual
clients. All companies require effi-
cient researchers and hence this

Finance

brings opportunity for people who-
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are efficient in market research.’

Like working for other companies
one may also become good advisor
and earn good amount. Like advisor
smart young people may invest in
share market and earn good amount
of money. We need to study the mar-
ket properly and now days there are
many options to learn about the
share market.

There is website like
www.moneycontrol.com which helps
individuals to learn more about the
recent trends in the share market.
Presently, only two exchanges in
India-the National Stock Exchange
of India Ltd. (NSE) and the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE)-provide trad-
ing in Futures and Options. There
are post graduation management
courses related to securities ana-
lysts. Securities analysts' job in-
volves a lot of reading, research,
meeting people, writing etc. With
ideas all of us may earn extra income
or full time income through trading
or through share market.

(The author is a career mentor
and can be reached at
bkranjan @ gmail.com or
8473943734 for any career related
queries)
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Birth control by choice

i

THE Modi government's stand on population control
has been unequivocally explained before the
Supreme Court. The government made clear that it
is not in favour of forced birth-control as was done
in China for decades. Ideally, India subscribes to
the theory of “hum do, hamare do” (two kids for a
tamily) but use of force is not the way forward in a
democratic society and the government understands
as much. The government stand was presented
before the apex court in response to a PIL that sought
strict implementation of birth control norms that India
had introduced in the 1960s. This was messed up
during the Emergency of the 1970s through forced
sterilization and has eventually lost its steam.
Voluntary birth control steps to reduce the number
of births are being encouraged. Two is ideal, but
there’s no strict limit. Significantly, the government
noted that the total fertility rate (TFR) or birth per
female on average has come down from 3.2 in Year
2000 to 2.2 by Year 2018 and might be still lower
now. The acceptable fertility rate is 1.8 and this is
clearly an achievable target.

The message has spread. Families more or less
have volunteered to adhere to the two-child norm.
Exceptions are mostly Muslim families as their
religion does not sanction birth control. Still, large
numbers of educated Muslim families are opting for
smaller families. With a population explosion seeing
India having over 135 crore people, next only to
that of China’s, this is admittedly causing a huge strain
on national resources as also natural resources. Yet,
there are those who favour more births by citing

India’s current demographic dividend or the Jarger.
population'of youths. Bt 4rf Ahchartetéq ()urh'

. el W I 2 oo :
populatlon ‘could also be a cause of unrest. The

institution of marriage is strong in India and in most
Asian nations with the exception of nations like Japan.
Europe, as also Japan, is faced with the problem
of ageing populations with lesser child births. The
system of marriages has become old-fashioned in
the West. This results in lesser childbirths even as
couples choose not to have children. The urban
sprawls in India present a pathetic picture.
Governments and local bodies have not been able
to provide even proper water and sanitation
facilities to these areas where millions have an
existence worse than that of cattle. Jobs are hard
to come by due to lack of economic growth. Huge
sums are spent on the free- foodgrain scheme.
Healthcare system is facing serious strain. The only
consolation is the steady fall in TFR.

i TO THEEDITOR

Beyond COVID-19: Lessons

from the Pandemic

We are at the threshold
of 2021 and people are
anxiously waiting for the
New Year with the hope that
like a new day dawning,
they will be able to leave
behind all the bad
experiences of 2020. Hope
is what keeps the world
going. After all life in the
world revolves and evolves
because hope is perpetual.
But the pertinent question
is whether the world is
going to be the same as this
year or the year before. The
answer is yes and no. A lot
will remain as it is and there
will be not much différence.
Yet there will also be subtle
changes happening around
us.

There is already a new
term that is doing the
rounds since the
governments of the world
put into operation their
lockdown to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. It’s
called the New Normal. Just
as a person cannot cross
the same river twice, the
world can never be the
same again. Besides,
change is also constant in
the universe. The world has
changed and in many ways
it cannot go back to how it
was. It is also not for
humans to try to unwind
what has happened and live
in the past because the
world and the entire
universe can only move
forward.

Many writers and
thinkers are also of the
opinion that the pandemic
marks the end of an era and
the beginning of another
because in many way what
has happened had
changed the way people
live their lives. Since the
-pandemic had hit the world

Lweryi hasd, it will definitely

have aiparmanent. impact
on the culture and the way
of life of every society. It is
also true that government’s
response to COVID-19
pandemic has no doubt
affected every individual
and in all strata of society.

The major effect of the
pandemic on the way of life
of the tribal people like ours
is, with regards to the
tradition that they have
with bereavements. The
tradition of laying the body
in state (pynchong sngi) for
at least one day especially
when an elderly person in
the family dies is now done
away with. The customary
practice of laying the body
in state for friends and
family to pay their last
respects to the deceased
person is no longer
practiced as the cremation
or funeral is arranged as

soon as possible even if the

By HH Mohrmen

person had not died of
COVID-19. The most
noticeable impact of the
pandemic is the number of
people visiting the bereaved
family nowadays. This used
to be a unique tribal tradition
that people follow, but now
people avoid doing so and
visit only when the
bereavement happens to
close friends or a family
member. Perhaps people
avoid visiting the bereaved
family also out of respect for
the government SOP.
Another interesting

development in Jowai which
has a positive impact on the
office of Waheh Chnong in
particular and the Town is

general is the empowerment
of the headmen and their
organisation. The secretary
of ka Synjuk ki Rangbah
Shnong Jowai Urban, L.D.
Lakiang has rightly said that
the pandemic is like a
blessing in  disguise
because it has strengthened
and united the headmen of
different localities in Jowai.
It may be mentioned that the
Waheh Chnong in Jaiitia are
already empowered by the
Act of the Jaifitia Hills
Autonomous District
Council which has also
received the assent of the
Governor, but Jowai as such
is in" a pecullar situation.
Althéugh it s an urban area
and a cosmopolitan town,
yet there is neither a Town
commiftee nor a Municipal
body to look after the
general welfare of the town.
Jowai has more than 22 two
localities or dorbar chnong
which function
independently although
they are all part of the same
town. This leaves a vacuum
in administration of the town
that the council of Waheh
Chnong has to fill.

In the absence of a town
level committee or a
municipal body, the Synjuk
ki Waheh Chnong of Jowai
town by virtue of it being an
organisation of headmen
elected by their respective
communities is by default a
town level committee. The
government has many a time
tried but failed to conduct
the election to the Jowai
Municipal board. Hence it

should therefore treat the
Synjuk as the Council of
Headman of Jowai town.
And by virtue of the office
of Waheh Chnong being
recognised by the Act of the
Jafitia Hills Autonomous
Distrcit Council the same
should be treated as a legal
entity.

Another interesting story
from Jowai which needs to
be shared is the lesson
learned from the taxi owners
and drivers association of
the town. When the District
Administration started
casing the number of
vehicles to ply on the road
in the town and the odd

even regulation was done

away with, the taxi owners
and drivers association
decided to voluntarily
continue with the plan. They
decided to continue with the
arrangement and carry on
plying with the odd- even
numbers arrangement. This
has saved the people from
prolonged traffic jams which
happen on a regular basis.
This is a win-win solution for
both the people and the
drivers and it happens
without any government
intervention but as a result
of the association
voluntarily deciding to do
what they think is right and
for the benefit of all.

While governments are”

calculating the pandemic
impact on the economy of
their respective countries,
the poor and needy who do
not have that luxury, have
to move on facing all the
challenges that come their
way.

Also while the world is
trying to defeat COVID-19,
agencies and institutions
are also trying to assess the
damage the pandemic has
had on the different aspects

of  society. Studies
conducted in  many
countries suggest that

mental and health problems
and domestic violence have
increased by 40% during
lockdown and the major
factor which contributed to
this is alcohol. It was found
that alcohol addiction has
been a significant factor in
both mental health issues
and domestic violence.

Even if no study has been
done yet but it cannot be
denied that a large section
of the population in the state
of Meghalaya too is either
alcoholic or alcohol-
dependant. This needs the
immediate attention of the
government. Just look
around and one would
realise that any person
would at least have two
friends or relatives who are
suffering from alcohol
addiction.

Although no agency or
institution in the state has
conducted any tangible
study in this area, but
suffice it to say that a large
part of our health resources
are spent on coping with
alcoholism and alcohol
related diseases. Records
from hospitals and health
centres will provide us with
evidence on the grave
reality of the issue. Apart
from that there are other
alcohol related crimes like
accidents, domestic
violence and other petty
crimes which affect not only
the individual but the family
too. This is also a drain on
government resources.
Other conseq-uences of
alcohol addiction are -
broken homes, unwanted
pregnancies, neglected
children, suicide, homele-
ssness, debt, crimes, mental
problems and un-timely and
needless death.

Post COVID-19 the
emergent issue that the
government needs to take
seriously is the growing
number of people who have
become alcoholics.
Although both the state
and the central government
has allotted a huge financial
resources to combat the

- drugs menace and alcohol
addiction is also:clubbed in.

the programs, but in the
context of Meghalaya,
alcohol addiction deserves
to be treated separately.

Post COVID-19 the
government should take the
support of different
institutes and universities
and conduct a study to
understand the efféct that
alcohol has on society.
General observation gives
one the idea that it seems
that out of every two youth
who die, the cause of death
of one would be alcohol
related. If the government
can control alcohol
addiction, it would save the
state the much needed
resource and  more
importantly precious.young
lives because alcohol is
eating the vitals of the tribal
society in the state.

Email: hhmohrmen67
@gmail.com

Acquiescing in
corruption

Editor,

Your editorial "Polit-
icising corruption” (ST Dec
10, 2020) is interesting. On
one hand, there are serious
and credible allegations of
corruption against the
present regime and on the
other there are politicians
who are trying to fish in
troubled waters. The most
notable thing in this whole
drama over corruption in
Autonomous District
Councils is that the ruling
coalition is trying to brazen

it out. Every time,
somebody raises a
corruption charge, the

response of the political
masters (read NPP) has
been to deny it outright.
Instead of agreeing to look
into the specific charges, the
NPP-led government has
bravely shielded those
against whom the chdrges
have been brought. It is
politically expedient that
with Garo Hills Auton-
omous District Council
election impending, the
ruling side would not like to
show chinks in its armour.
That's perfectly understa-
ndable. But what about the
other two? Obviously, NPP
realises that its best bet is

to buy time. And precisely
this is what they are trying
to do. By ordering a
meaningless exercise of
audit of the funds
management during the past
ten years, it has been
ensured that Garo Hills
election does not trigger
electoral reversal for the
ruling side. The bottom line
is: Power at all costs. Devil
may care is the attitude
today.

This is a decadent
political culture quite in
contrast with earlier times.

In the earlier years, as you
rightly pointed out, people
owned moral responsibility.
Can we forget that BJP
ministers (T.H.Rangad and
A.L.Hek) had resigned from
the cabinet over the
allegations of corruption in
construction of Meghalaya
House Kolkata? Can we
forget that chief minister
E.K.Mawlong had to quit?
Don't we remember big heads
rolled in the Jowai PHE
scandal? And what about a
minister from Garo Hills who
had to resign after some
embarrassment in Kolkata?
Anybody, who has
observed Meghalaya's em-
erging political culture will
agree that today, it has
degenerated into ostrich-like
denial of corruption charges

and that with a straight face!
This is the real tragedy, not
the corruption per se.

Our young  Chief
Minister can play the
political blame game when
his arch rival Mukul
Sangma raises the issue.
They also cleverly silenced
the coalition partner BJP's
voice. They might have
weathered the storm over a
cabinet minister's direct link
with coal smuggling. Strip-
ping of Home portfolio after
cabinet colleagues pushed
the Chief Minister is a tacit
admission of guilt. The fact
that nobody is punished, no
investigation was carried
out and the minister still
continues to feather his
own nest is  most
despicable. How I wish the
pressure groups were out in
the streets raising slogans
and putting up banners
seeking punishment to the
corrupt. )

Kindly permit me fto
mention an interesting fact
about Singapore which is
the second least corrupt
country in the world.
Singapore's  legendary
Prime Minister Lee Kwan
Yew had set strict moral
standards for ministers and
officers. Once a cabinet
minister had gone on a tour
abroad with his family - all

sponsored by a
businessman friend. When
he returned to the country
after the jaunt, at the airport
police arrested him since he
had violated the moral code
of corruption-free govern-
ance. By taking the
hospitality of a business-
man friend, the minister was
seen as indulging in
corruption. Such gold
standard made Singapore
what it is today.

By comparison, such
rotten standards set by our
politicians has plunged
Meghalaya to its current
depth of despair. Is there a
hope for rising from the
gutters? Unfortunately, no!
Because public, and more
especially the youth of the
state, has accepted
corruption as a way of life!
Today's youth will be
tomorrow's leaders and
that's where the real despair
lies.

Yours etc.,
C. Lyngdoh,
Via email

Farmers
Protest

Editor,

The farmers’ protest
enters the 17th day with no
end to the deadlock on the
three Farms Laws. Multiple

rounds of dialogue had
taken place between the
farmers and the government,
yet there is hardly any
breakthrough. The number
of protestors is growing
with each passing day and
with more from across
Punjab and Haryana making
a beeline to join the protest
in the national capital. The
agitation has  drawn
international attention and
also singers, actors from
Punjab have joined the
bandwagon in support of
the farmers. Attempts are
being made to delegitimize
the protest from those in
support of the government
and certain sections of the
media by calling out names
such as "Khalistani" and
"Agents of the Congress".

Union Minister
Raosaheb Danve also claims
that Pakistan and China are
behind the ongoing protest
by the farmers, which
evoked a sharp reaction
from them. Meanwhile, the
protestors said that their
agitation has remained
apolitical and they did not
allow any political leaders to
use their platform.

So now, what's next for
the government?

The government is
working on a strategy and
is welcoming the farmers to

come to the table for a
discussion. Is there a trust
deficit? The manner in
which the Bills were rushed
through amidst  the
pandemic certainly raised
some eyebrows.

The farmers’ apprehe-
nsion comes mainly from no
mention of MSP( Minimum
Support Price) in the Act
and they fear that they
could be exploited by
private players who would
buy their crop at cheap
prices. No doubt, a reform
is the need of the hour but
any changes to the laws
would massively impact
their livelihoods.

However, discussions
with different stakeholders
and farmers should have
taken place prior to the
passing of the bills and not
after. Farmers have a vital
role to play in the growth of
India's economy. Hopefully,
the goverament will find
ways and means to reach a
consensus with the
agitating farmers and may
peace prevail.

Yours etc.
Steven Marbaniang,
Via email

democracy via Hindu-
nationalist propaganda

By Annie Domini

Resurrecting a dead
professor from Harvard Law
School to suit ultra-
nationalist interests is only
the tip of the scam-berg that
has been exposed in the
recent EU DisinfoLab 2020
report, called the “Indian
Chronicles”. A  vast
transnational political scam,
funded by a certain
Srivastava Group, has been
brewing for over a decade
and half, with hundreds of
fake websites, shadowy
thinktanks and lobbying
groups hustling it out in
Geneva and Brussels
targeting the United
Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) as well as
pliable Members of the
European Parliament, often
of a converging far-right
ideology, to serve “pro-
India interests”. But a
harder look makes it clear
that those interests are not
at all pro-India, at least for
the India that believes in
constitutionalism,
democracy, secularism and
good-old diplomacy to
make its case, instead of
bankrolling nefarious
organisations that hijack
the human rights discourse
for a far-right agenda.

The report — the second
of this nature; the first one
came out in December last
year — shows that the
crepuscular network is
primarily aimed  at
“discrediting  Pakistan
internationally”, with its
lobby groups approaching
far-right MEPs to raise anti-
Pakistan questions dressed
up as human rights issues
in the European Parliament.
While there are several
.genuine .. human. . xight
ibreaches;- .occurring. is:
India’s western neighbour,
not to mention the cross-
border terrorism that had
been originating from it for
decades, a pro-India
network spanning over a
hundred countries and over
700 fake publications
mimicking real newspapers
and websites is hardly the
way to highlight it.

In fact, of these websites,
EP Today, discontinued
since the December 2019
DisinfoLab report and
resurrected as EU Chronicle,
was often quoted by ANI
(Asian News International),
the news agency most
proximate to the Modi
government. The lobbyists,
inserted in various nodal
points of the miasma that is
the Srivastava Group,
persuaded far-right MEPs
like Ryszard Czarneki,
Thierry Mariani, Fulvio
Martusciello to write op-eds
in support of Narendra
Modi government’s
Islamophobic legislations
such as robbing Kashmir of
its special status in August
2019, bringing in the
Citizenship Amendment Act
in December 2019, or in
support of the Balakot
“surgical strikes” against
Pakistan in 2019, in the wake
of the Pulwama attack and
just two months before the
2019 Lok Sabha elections.

These op-eds published
in the dubious EP Today or
EU Chronicle were then
quoted by ANI as
representative  of the
European Union en bloc,
thereby seriously
misrepresenting the fringe,
sponsored opinions of the
loony bunch of ultra-
conservatives in  the
European Parliament. All
these three MEPs were part
of the controversial
Kashmir trip in mid-2020,
organised by, among
others, a lobbyist called
Madi  Sharma, who
pressured Julie Ward, a
British MEP, to co-sign on
an anti-Pakistan, pro-India
column for EP Today, even
though Ward is equally
critical of Modi gover-
nment’s “nationalist and
authoritarian drift”.

The multi-layered media
and think-tank network,
inter-quoting and bolstering
each other, even managing
to resurrect several
American and European
NGOs which closed down

in the 70s or 80s, and get them
UN accreditation to spread
blistering pro-India, anti-
Pakistan propaganda,
orchestrating  demonst-
rations outside UN buildings
in global cities, inserting
speakers at UNHRC and
other human rights bodies to
skew the narrative in favour
of India — isn’t just a matter
of managing foreign relations
and one-upmanship with
Pakistan. While it hasn’t
been definitively linked with
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, the Srivastava Group’s
activities can be said to have
equally hampered democ-
racy within India by clouding
the domestic and foreign
affairs in a stinking bubble of
disinformation, fake news,
fake opinions and articles that
piggyback on ultra and
Hindu nationalism of the
current government at the
centre.

For example, when far-
right MEPs write on the
Balakot  strike, itself
shrouded in mystery, and
influencing the outcome of
the 2019 general elections in
a decisive way, it doesn’t
remain confined to India’s
external relations with
Pakistan alone. Similarly,
when far-right MEPs visit a

besieged Kashmir —~ a
Kashmir unconstitutionally
stripped of autonomy,

robbed of dignity and digital
connectivity for months at a
stretch, imprisoned in their
own  homes, without
adequate medical care
despite Covid-19, always
staring at the barrel of a gun
— and parrot the Modi
government’s line, propag-
anda to milk foreign relations

Swoandcopaper over ke rough
THAFEES spills OWEM! into

domestic politics, furthers
the anti-Kashmiri narrative in
mainstream media and injects
into the drip-feed of
Islamophobia the steroid of
wrongly framed national
security.

There are just so many
questions which arise out of
the findings of the EU
DisinfoLab report. The first
and foremost is this: Who
and what is the Srivastava
Group, and how have they
managed to dig so deep into
international diplomatic
circuits with their army of fake
NGOs, think-tanks and 750-
plus media outlets? How can
a relatively lesser-known
corporation survive globally
on its own and pull as many
strings without raising
governmental eyebrows? If
the network has been active
since 2005/2006, how has its
modus operandi changed
since May 2014, when India
took a decidedly ultra-
nationalist turn in its
domestic and external affairs?

The second question is
this: with the high-voltage
exposé of ANI's prominent
role in disseminating the
disinformation from EP
Today, EU Chronicle and
other fake websites, passing
them off as credible sources
of information, presenting
fringe far-right MEP op-eds
as views of prominent
European powers, plugging
these op-eds and tweets into
Indian mainstream media —
what is to be done about it?
Till the time of writing this
column, this writer hasn’t
seen a statement by the
Editors’ Guild of India
condemning ANI’s role in
propagating malicious mis-
information, and instituting
an enquiry into the same.

The third question is what
happens to genuine human
rights discourse when its
grammar and lexicon is
disabused thus, suiting ultra-
conservative agendas and
becoming a pawn in
despicable psy-op games of
hard powers. We have come
a very long way from India’s
pioneering of the Non-
Aligned Movement and
global anti-colonial
struggles, to now our foreign
and domestic policies being
appropriated by shadowy,
unaccountable networks of
unparalleled, unchecked and
undemocratic powers. (IPA
Service)
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substitute experience.” |

Neutralising India’s “too much democracy”

sesmriecs  VWhat Amitabh Kant’s
remarks reveal to us
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MeECL employees in a quandary
THINGS seem to have reached their nadir as far
as the MeECL is concerned. Never before have
pensioners been denied their dues or staft salaries
been delayed. However, this is not a sudden devel-
opment. Over the years the debt burden of the
MeECL has only piled up with no serious thought
given to pull up the straps of this major public sec-
tor undertaking (PSU). The MeECL has vast as-
sets which could have been judiciously capitalised
towards building up its liquidity. But, record keep-
ing of all government assets, particularly land hold-
ing are inefficiently done. Iftruth be told then gov-
ernment itself is not fully aware of the assets that it
holds as a public trust. MeECL has over the years
become an employment agency. The number of
employees in the clerical cadre is more than what a
corporation the size of the MeECL actually requires.
The problem with Meghalaya is that we don’t have
corporate giants setting up shop here which would
have been good models of how profit-making cor-
porations/companies are run and managed. Every
employee is judged by his/her performance. The
callis clear - perform or perish. Is the MeECL run
that way? Also, the principle of every profit-mak-
ing industry is, “lean and mean.” The MeECL is nei-
ther lean nor mean and cannot afford to do so be-
cause it would lose the goodwill of its staff and vote-
banks will be affected.

Like every government owned PSU the MeECL
has not learnt the hard lesson that unless it makes
profit from the whole business of power genera-
tion, transmission and distribution then it cannot
continue to pay its employees or run the industry. A
corporation is meant to be a profit-making entity
but a state-owned corporation has the luxury of
government pumping in funds every now and again
or government standing surety for loans availed by
the corporation.

What’s evident is that all public sector undertak-
ings whether those are run by the state or central
government are floundering under colossal debt
burdens. Air India is a fine example of how bad
management has ensured that profit-making routes
are sold out to private players even while the na-
tional carrier does all those routes that private air-

lines would not tough, with.a hargepale,. In fhe,
1990’s there was a proposal to privatise the
MeSEB. Private parties including foreign bidders
had expressed interest in the corporation then but
politics prevented any pragmatic decision —making
and that’s how far we have arrived today.

It’s time for the State Government to get out of
the denial mode and start exploring opportunities
for tuning up the MeECL and turning it into a mod-
ern, progressive power producing industry through
better management. That will cause some pain but

does Government have a choice?

The BJP has distanced
itself from the remarks by
the CEO of Niti Aayog
Amitabh Kant that India has
been “too much of a democ-
racy” to allow for reforms
that the career bureaucrat
categorised as “bold”. Of-
ficers trying to keep the rul-
ing party in good humour,
particularly when they have
been given plum roles, is
nothing new. Also, they do
not and must not have the
right to oppose political
choices of an elected gov-
ernment. Yet, how much
they sing today’s tunes,
where they sing and how
they sing is a matter of
choice. Each one must de-
cide individually where they
want to stand or fall in the
full glare of the public. Kant
was a little too much to di-
gest even for the BJP, which
has tried to end the furore
over those remarks with Un-
ton Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad saying, “We are
proud of our democracy.”
Kant himself has explained
that the way his remarks
were reported is not the way
he meant to say it. We
must accept his explana-
tions yet note that his
choice of words and
the timing is ironic,
even if nothing else
need be said about the
thinking in such senior ech-
elons of our bureaucracy.

Kant’s other remarks in
the same meeting that have
not caught as much atten-
tion reveal more about how
actually this difficult thing
called democracy is being
set aside as the government
marches ahead with its
plans like no other govern-
ment has before. Kant plays
to the political tune by paint-
ing a rosy future of a path
he talks of as if he knows it
so well; it is precisely this
idea of certitude, blind in its
~bebrefs; immindful of what

the nation ‘feelsand. suffers
that has brought us unprec-
edented strife of which the
farmers’ protests are the lat-
est example.

The question is not
about “reforms”, which
many might reasonably ar-
gue are required (though
the popular mood appears
to have distinctly turned
anti-“reform”). The point is
the way thesepolicy actions
are being pushed down the
throat of an unwilling nation

heed‘

By Jagdish Rattanani

when trust in the promises
and actions of the govern-
ment isn’t at its best, and
gets lower by the way it
works and stands in the
face of unprecedented
opposition.There are simple
ways to understand what
the nation is going through.
Sharad Pawar explained it in
a few lines when he said:
“When these Bills were ta-
bled before Parliament, it
was conveyed to the gov-
ernment that even though it
was possible for them at
that moment to clear

these important
Bills without any-
discussion, there
was bound to be
a reaction from
the farmers at ag
later stage. But
the government
did not pay

to this and cleared these
Bills with a nominal discus-
sion of 15-20 minutes.” The
Nobel laureate Abhijit
Banerjee understood it
equally simply and
explained:“It is not so much
that you could not make a
case for getting rid of many
of these very old-fashioned
institutions in the agricul-
ture sector..., but the lack

of trust is massive. The sud-
den cancelling of Centre’s
liabilities under the GST Act
does not help. You...have
power delivered from top
down and (you say) we are
just going to take deci-
sions.”

But this is precisely the

way, the approach and the
method of choice for this
government. We have it on
authority from Kant, who
explains in remarks that have
not been cited enough: “The
(Covid-19) crisis has been
used by this government as
an opportunity to unleash
reforms that will modernise
India’s agriculture...” He
goes on to cite a host of re-
forms that can only be con-
tentious and even more so
when they are pushed with-
out discussion. These are
changes to labour laws,
mining, coal, tariffs in
the power sector so
that industry users
are no longer sub-
sidising home us-
ers. There is no
£ 'doubt that these

are “hard re-
forms”. The
Niti

‘. Aayog

CEO

h S5

they were held up for years,
and he cares not to pause to
think or ask: Why? These
changes-are bound to be
contested; they will gener-
ate political heat and social
strife when pushed. The an-
ger may not find its way out
on the streets in every sin-
gle case but people are

- seething and this will come

out somewhere and with not

very good outcomes. Con-
sider how must labourers re-
spond when the pandemic is
put to use to stretch work-
ing hours, when basic pro-
tections, already rendered

weak by a
contractualsystem, are with-
drawn and the unorganised

are left to the vagaries of an
owner class that has been
known (with some excep-
tions) to care a damn.
Should a government
use the suffering wrought
by a pandemic to push
through such deep changes
that will carry long stand-
ing ramifications for ordi-
nary citizens without listen-
ing, debating, arguing and
settling down for a bit of
give and take? What is this,
if not the working of a sys-
tem that has decided that we
have too much democracy,
and it’s time to cut it down
and push ahead on a path
that the people at the top
have decided is best for all
of us — with people at the
bottom having little say in
the matter? The pandemic
has thus been used, not as
much to bring immediate re-
lief to the people, or to help
migrants who were forced to
flee amid the ill-advised or-
der of an almost sudden
shut down, but to push an
agenda while people of the
nation are down. And in the
process, more strife and
more suffering follow and
we see it on the roads and
highways where farmers
brave the wintry weather to

» take on a haughty govern-

ment. Is it any surprise
then that the names of crony
capitalists are today becom-
ing synonymous with the
leading lights of the govern-
ment? This,is not even get-

ting into the arguments over |

MSP and how and why it
has been left out of the farm
laws. Let us therefore not
confuse the protests with
reforms. People see them as
only they can. This is a gov-
ernment on an agenda that
has nothing to do with the
ordinary, everyday citizens
of India. It is taking us on a
ride to a mythical, vainglori-
ous future, trampling aspi-

. rations, dignity:and: rights:
«today to build-airports, ex:

ports and fancy factories
for tomorrow. To achieve
this, “too much democracy”
has to be tamed. And thus,
all the nation’s energy, vi-
brancy and diversity is be-
ing sucked out. It is the ulti-
mate plunder of India.
(Jagdish Rattanani is a
Journalist and faculty mem-
ber at SPJIMR. Views are
personal) (Syndicate: The
Billion Press) (e-mail:
editor@thebillionpress.org)

TO THE EDITOR

of Directors of the MeECL
have become mere specta-
tors and lame-duck officials
oblivious of the plight of

Don’t dare the
MeECL

employees their own en:ployees. It is a
. filthy shame too that the
Editor Board of Directors are not
y doing anything to address
The Meghalaya Ener /
Corporatieogn y Limitgﬁ the desperate cry for help

(MeECL) is undoubtedly
one of the most essential
and basic service providers
in Meghalaya. It’s funda-
mental responsibility re-
volves around the supply
and distribution of electric-
ity to each and every
household of every resi-
dent of the state. Logically
and realistically, it should
ideally be the top-most pri-
ority of a sensible state gov-
ernment to ensure that such
an essential public institu-
tion should not go through
any inconvenience. Fur-
thermore, a wise state gov-
ernment would not, in any
way, draw bitter contempt
and hatred from the employ-
ees of such an essential
service provider and would
sensibly not play a dare
game with them lest the en-
tire state goes into a dark-
ness and chaos.

The MeECL Union had
recently threatened total
shutdown. Can we imagine
the entire Meghalaya going
dark even for a day? I shud-
der to think of it. Based on
the facts and figures
brought by the MeECL Un-
jon members it is evident
that the State Government
has failed miserably and
mismanaged the MeECL 10
the ground. Several crucial

problems are at the core of

the MeECL dilemma. It is
such an embarrassment and
filthy shame that the Board

of their own employees.
Nothing positive has been
reported in the newspapers
and public forums so far in
this regard.

Critical lapses which in-
clude, inter alia, loans
(sometimes unnecessary
loans) taken by the MeECL
which have increased
exponentially, pending elec-
tricity bills in lakhs and
crores of rupees owed by
several industrial houses
and commercial establish-
ments which remain unre-
covered to this day due to
apathy of MeECL top-brass
to initiate action, non-pay-
ment of salaries of working
employees for the past two
months; non-payment of
salary of pensioners; de-
layed disbursement of sal-
ary of workers and pension-
ers and a whole lot of other
critical problems plague the
MeECL.

As keen and informed
observers, we often ask
ourselves, when did the
trouble at MeECL all begin?
In the past, we heard sto-
ries of how the erstwhile
MeSEB was one of the
most sought after public
institutions for employment
because of efficient man-
agement, good work ethics,
timely disbursement of sal-
ary and other positive com-
ments. So what went
wrong? One thing is crys-
tal clear - the MeECL has
plunged to an all time low

today. I am especially ap-
palled to see the inhuman-
ity and ruthlessness of the
State Government and the
Board of Directors of
MeECL in handling the mat-
ter of disbursement of pen-
sion to the erstwhile ASEB/
MeSEB employees. These
pensioners have given eve-
rything in service to the peo-
ple of this state. These pen-
sioners can no longer look
for any jobs now and de-
pend on their pension for
their very existence. Some
pensioners stay all alone;
some are widowed; some
have grave medical condi-
tions, besides other prob-
lems. So how does the State
Government expect these
poor, old souls to live a day
longer without financial sus-
tenance?

The MeECL top-brass,
the powers, that be in the
Power Department and the
CMD have failed terribly in
the administrative arena in
dealing with the MeECL cri-
sis. Nonetheless, there is
still time for the State Gov-
ernment and the MeECL top
brass to address each and
every problem of the em-
ployees. Let’s be practical
and sensible - not one de-
mand of MeECL employees
is unreasonable. It is based
on their statutory rights as
employees of the Corpora-
tion. They have their con-
stitutional rights to protest
under Article 19 of the Con-
stitution. Their demands are
sensible. Timely salary is
needed to feed themselves
and their families. Ministers
and IAS/MCS officers get
their salaries on time and live
luxurious lives, but MeECL
employees are slogging to

survive! What discrimina-
tory and step-motherly atti-
tude is this?

The State Government
should find a quick and last-
ing solution to the plight of
the MeECL employees. A
word of advice to the State
Government - salary will al-
ways be the prime motiva-
tor for any government em-

ployee. The logical infer--

ence is that when there is
no salary, a government
servant loses interest in his
work. Even if he does work,
he will do so half-heartedly
and this attitude is very
dangerous especially in a
power sector which deals
with real human lives.

To conclude, I some-
times wonder where the so
called “leaders” of the
Jaidbynriew such as the
KSU, ISU, JYF, GSU, FKIGP,
HYC, etc disappear when
these matters come up for
consideration. Are there no
Khasi, Jaintia or Garo em-
ployees in the MeECL? Simi-
larly, where are the so called
intellectuals of Shillong
who speak posh English
and mingle with high politi-
cal and bureaucratic circles
and who claim to represent
Meghalaya’s metropolitan
image? Does the MeECL is-
sue not merit their voice? In
whatever small way 1 can, I
express my solidarity with
the plight of the MeECL
workers and wish the union
leaders good health to fight
onwards. The State Govern-
ment should listen to the
MeECL employees’ de-
mands and resolve their
problems immediately.

Yours etc
Jeremiah S,
Via email

Oppressive
attitude !

Editor,

" Through this letter, we
the student community of
Mawkhar express our deep
anguish, frustration and an-
ger over the selfish attitude
of the labourers of the
Rangbah Shnong’s daugh-
ter’s bakery, Mawkhar.

For the last two years, we
students are facing a lot of
disturbance and distrac-
tions caused by these la-
bourers. Now with the pan-
demic, things are worsening
since we have to attend to
online classes from home.
There are days when in the
middle of the class, while
giving presentations, you‘d
hear these people shouting
/calling each other at the top
of their voices and that too
ending each sentence with
a cuss word. Every day, be
it morning, noon or evening/
night time, they have pecu-
liar ways of talking, like
sending signals to the resi-
dents that that they are there
and no one can stop them.
They talk in tones which
make you want to shut your
ears and shut everything
that you can until they fin-
ish talking. It does not end
here. There’s also the music
which is being played since
morning and at such a vol-
ume that by evening your
head actually spins. Who
doesn’t listen to music? Eve-
ryone does. Music when
played at the right decibel
gives onea calm, relaxed and
soothing effect. But these
people are doing just the
opposite and are purposely
causing mental agony to

- others. They don’t care for

the sick or for those who are
studying; elderly people
taking a nap, babies sleep-
ing, etc. -

The behavior of these
people makes us wonder if
they are a pack of hooligans
or simply cheap labourers
with nothing in their heads
except to cause suffering to
others. Yes many people
are suffering because of
these labourers.

I often wonder why the
owners don’t say anything
about this. Is it because
they consider themselves
high and mighty and there-
fore they can get away with
anything? There are nights
when at around 1- 2 am the
sound of cars and loud
voices can be heard; so
loud in fact that one who is
in a deep sleep is rudely
awakened by the noise.
Sadly, no one dares say a
word or they’ve had it. A
proof of this is when the
next door neighbours tried
to say something about the
noise! The kind of words
used to answer them back
made one wonder whether
these people are indeed
civilized. We wanted to side
with these poor neighbours
but dared not as these peo-
ple are arrogant and selfish.

Trying to reason with them -

would certainly be a waste
of time.

Yours etc,

Student Community

Mawkhar,

Name withheld on request

Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong Times

Simplistic plan of vaccination in

complex scenario is an error

Differentiate
between perceived
and actual risks

By Gyan Pathak

People most at risk
should get COVID-19 vac-
cine before those who are
running a lower risk of the
contagion. This is the prin-
ciple of priority — seemingly
very simple, but very diffi-
cult to implement. India, un-
dergoing the process, is now
faced with several impedi-
ments in the way, including
the danger of falling in the
trap created by error of ap-
plication of mind due to sev-
eral reasons. Tasks at hand
are not only ensuring distri-
bution of Covid vaccines on
priority and equitable basis,
but also ascertain the
vaccines safe, effective, af-
fordable.

In the midst of COVID-
19 pandemic, several coun-
tries of the world including
India have been racing to
develop and deploy safe
and effective vaccines.
There are currently over 50
vaccine candidates in trial,
and several manufacturers
have applied for emergency
use approval for their
vaccines, which they
claimed effective. India was
the top country to have or-
dered the largest number
with 1.6 billion doses fol-
lowed by European Union
with 1.58 billion and the US
with 1.1 billion as on Novem-
ber30.

However, India has to
reduce the number of or-
dered doses to 1.5 billion as
on December 11 indicating
the difficulties the county is
facing in acquiring sufficient
numbers of doses to its 1.38
billion people. Since every
person requires several
doses of the vaccine, there
is a great shortfall. It is here
India needs prioritization of

turers of covid vaccines are
Oxford-Astrazeneca, Pfizer-
BioNTech, Moderna,
Novavax, and Gamaleya
(Sputnik). '

Though India is almost
ready with its vaccination
plan, only about 30 crore
people could be vaccinated
in phase one which is only
21.7 per cent of the popula-
tion. The population to re-
ceive this vaccine in the first
phase include one crore
health care workers, two
crore frontline workers, and
26 crore persons above 50
years of age. The people
below the age of 50 years
suffering from chronic criti-
cal illness, which are about
one crore, will be provided
vaccines after completion of
the first phase.

It goes without saying
that the plan of distribution
of vaccines on priority ba-
sis is simplistic while the
situation is complex. It is an
error similar to that India
committed in its order of
complete lockdown on
March 24, followed by sev-
eral ad hoc orders on con-
tainment measures. The mis-
take was realized only after
a great damage done to the
economy and thousands of
lives lost both on account
of diseases and several
other reasons such as chaos
among migrant labourers.
We had locked even those
areas and regions where
there were no infections.
Only with Unlock-1 on June
1, we could come to terms
with our own error, and
started giving relaxation to
the areas without any infec-
tion. The lockdown orders
were simplistic and lacked
careful application of mind.
Lockdown and containment
measures were required only
for those areas where there
were infections, not for those
areas where there were no
infection.

Similarly, while ascer-
taining priority, the govern-
ment should not adopt sim-
plistic logic that people
above 50 years of age are
most vulnerable to corona.
After careful application of
mind one can easily find er-
ror in this attitude. There are
many areas in the country
where there is no corona in-

fection, and subsequently
no risk of the contagion.
Why should we then insist
on giving vaccines to them
when they are not at all at
risk? If the government im-
plements its present plan,
several states with lower risk
of contagion and less popu-
lation would receive more
doses of vaccine than the
states running higher risks
on the ground with higher
population. It would be due
to demographic differences.
To avoid this we must as-
sess the actual risks on the
ground, not the age.

Since records for all the
states are not available, the
country needs to collect
them first to assess the real
situation in each of the
states. We do have 50+
population records for all the
states but do not have
records for high blood sugar
or on medication for high
blood sugar, and also high
blood pressure or on medi-
cation for blood pressure
population for 11 major states
- Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,

- Odisha, Punjab, Jharkhand,
Haryana, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, and Uttarakhand. Ad-
ditionally, this fact should
also be taken into considera-
tion there could be millions
of people in the country suf-
fering from high blood sugar
and high blood pressure
who are yet undetected for
several regions ranging from
carelessness to lack of medi-
cal facilities available to
them. In due course of time
the number of newly de-
tected persons with these
ailments could sharply in-
crease.

If we look at state wise

ideployrient-of the véccined =i demography &F {he ¢ountry
- Presently, the ‘fivé mianufac- e s

with 50+ population, and the
population with high blood
sugar and high blood pres-
sure below and above 50 may
alter the present priority of
the government. It would be
a wrong decision only to go
on 50+ population basis and
ignore the cases of
comorbidity in the first
phase. People with actual
higher risks must get the vac-
cine first irrespective of their
age. S

The records of the pa-
tients with high blood sugar
and high blood pressure are
available only for 11 major
states — many of them have
very high levels of corona
infection. These states are
Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Bihar, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Telangana, Assam, Jammu
and Kashmir, and Himachal
Pradesh. Maharashtra and
West Bengal have the high-
est number ‘of people with
hypertension and diabetes
respectively, while almost
one third of Kerala’s popu-
lation is 50+ with high preva-
lence of these diseases

Uttar Pradesh has the
highest 50+ population fol-
lowed by Maharashtra, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and
Bihar. It’s a very sotry state
of affairs that the present
strategy of prioritization ig-
nores even 6.5 per cent of
adults below 50 years of age
having diabetes and hence
running the risks more than
others without such ailment.
This is only an example to
show the error in the present
strategy that needs more
thought to reach the people
actually running the highest
risks. ,

Acquiring the safest
vaccine at an affordable price
along with their deployment
within the shortest possible
time is also a challenging task
due to maladministration
breeding corruption and lack
of infrastructure and medical
personnel. Vaccination at the
rate of only 100 people per
session at each site per day
needs to be substantially in-
creased. Government has
declared to increase the
number to 200 if logistics al-
low, indicating how tough
the task is going to be.  (IP4
Service)
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You can be certain of improving, and that's
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--- Aldous Huxley
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Diplomacy and Trudeau

INDIA'S relationship with another foreign country
has soured; this time, it’s Canada over the
“interference” in India’s internal affairs by Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. This, vis-a-vis the
farmer protests around New Delhi. While granting
that Trudeau’s support to the protests was uncalled
for and a violation of diplomatic norms, the context
cannot be lost sight of. That context also goes back
to 2018 when he visited India and was not
impressed by the responses he got. Obviously, by
supporting the farmers’ stir, Trudeau was extending
his moral support to the large Sikh community in
Canada. Trudeau’s eyes might be fixed on the
Canadian elections next year, where the 1.5 million
plus Indians settled there form a decisive electoral
force; nearly half of them Sikhs. Trudeau’s support
came at a Guru Nanak anniversary event. “Canada
will always be there to defend the right to peaceful
protest,” was how he commented. New Delhi
responded with concern and cancelled some
diplomatic engagements between the two nations.

Under Trudeau’s rule, there have also been

allegations from the Indian side that the Khalistani
separatists are allowed to target India from Canadian
soil. The large-scale migration of Sikhs from India
to Canada came in the backdrop of the alienation
the community felt in India after the Khalistan
offensives and counter-offensives in Punjab, as also
the Delhi riots after the assassination of Indira
Gandhi. Now, Sikhs are among the most-prominent
migrant communities in Canada. They drive the
economy, and the defence minister is a Sikh. The
suspected soft-corner that Trudeau has for the
Khalistani separatists in Canada might have acted
as a dampener to the Modi government when

Trudeau visited New Dethi in'mid-2018. PM Modi -

sent the agriculture mitil$ta# i Hi¢ Pifst governmen

to receive the foreign dignitary at the airport, rather
than the PM himself turning up as has often been
the case. Not much came out of the visit too.
Notably, another embarrassment for India from a
friendly foreign nation came recently when seasoned
Malaysian leader Mahathir Mohammad, who
served as PM till March this year, criticised the Modi
government over the Citizenship Amendment Act.
That rupture in relations between the twa countries
continues. In fact, for one reason or other, India is
losing close friends, as is also evident in the negative
vibes that are spectacular in bilateral ties with Nepal,
a brotherly nation till the turn of the century. Such
trends are a serious strain and need be reversed
through sustained efforts from the Indian side.

Water everywhere!
Not a drop to drink

‘Water water
everywhere; Not a drop to
drink’ a line from the poem,
“The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner by Samuel Taylor
Coleridge suits Meghalaya
- the abode of clouds, home
to the wettest place on
earth which has many
unanswered  questions
when it comes to sufficient
supply of safe drinking
water to the overall
population of the state.
There is acute shortage of
water especially during the
dry seasons; what the
reasons are is hard- to
comprehend. The principal
department which looks
into the affairs of water
supply is the undisputed
PHE (Public Health
Engineering) and the
newly created Water
Resources Department is
of course trailing behind in
managing the sources,
springs and catchment
areas. The State Water
Policy is yet to see the light
of day, as the draft policy
even with the cabinet’s
nod since 2019 is still lying
in the closet with perhaps
no expectation to rise from
oblivion. The anticipated
GSWSS Phase 3 with so
much mayhem is also
moving at a slow pace as it
needs more money -as usual
to further make progress.

When the PHE
introduced the loop system
for water supply during
the 90’s, the objective was
to effectively distribute
water as per the
consumption needs of a
particular  household.
However, the entire project
could not meet people’s
expectations as some areas
of Shillong did receive
adequate supply while

‘othérs faced the brunt of
‘inadedtiite supply or no

water at all. The irony is
that drinking water has
now become a lucrative
business for those who
supply it through mobile
tankers, the cost for which
ranges from Rs 350 - 500 per
tanker depending upon the
distance from the source of
water to the delivery point.
They make huge sums
during the winters and one
has to book in advance to
get 1500 liters filled to their
storage tanks. Those who
manage to have bore wells
in their premises, are
somewhat blessed if their
well is placed in a suitable

confined aquifer, while .

those whose wells are
within 180 ft deep usually
receive water only during

By Wankitbok Pohshna

the rainy seasons. Their
wells remain almost dry
during the off-monsoon
months.

One fails to understand
the policies adopted by the
State towards safe drinking
water. As many would
agree, the water we drink
from Mawphlang reservoir
is either muddy or
contaminated. Fill a bucket
and leave it for hours and a
reddish brown stain with silt
deposit at the bottom
appears which is unsafe for
human consumption. There
were lab findings verified by
agencies that the water is
not fit for drinking, which
was later clarified by the
PHE through widespread
publicity that the water they
supply is completely safe.
This has created confusion
among people about who or
what to believe. Are the tests
results true or is the
department’s claim
accurate? In litmus test the
laboratory’s claim is taken
into consideration since
they are authorized to make
such a report card. None can
disagree, that there aren’t
serious health issues that
follow when consuming
contaminated  drinking
water. Who then is
responsible for the risk
factors that follow when
consuming untreated
water? When even bore well
water is not free from
impurities and such water
also requires tests by
suitable agencies to certify

that the water is safe to drink,
then how can the
Mawphlang water be

completely safe?
~ Ground Water :

.The. ... sonventipnal,

practice here is to hire the
agency that offers deep
tube well drilling services
and with a no objection from
the administration, the
drilling could start with no
scientific calculations made
for the future ramification
that comes with the digging.
The Central Ground Water
Authority which monitors
ground water development
in the country with its
branch located in Shillong
has not much to say when it
comes to regulation of
ground water extraction in
the state as water is a state
subject. So unless there is
an effective mechanism to
regulate ground water
extraction by a state agency
like the Water Resources
Department or so, not much

PR

is being debated on the after
effects of rampant drilling of
ground water by private
entities.

Almost all of the natural
occurring water resources in
the state in the form of
springs, streams, rivers etc.
are drying up rampantly. The
Um-Sawli rivulet in New
Shillong area which could
have been made a major
source to draw drinking
water to supplement the
city’s rising needs, has also
been left open for
encroachment. The Umkhen
source manned by the SMB
needs upgradation such that
it remains sustainable in the
years to come, else this will
also turn otherwise. No fact
finding mechanism has been
opted by the state to identify
the root cause of such effect
which led to depletion of
natural  sources. The
important sources of water
seen till the start of this
millennia, which comprised
the main rivulets have
completely dried up in the
last decade itself.

In Shillong, most sources
of water have also
disappeared and those
which are seen flowing
during the monsoons remain
dry during winters. What
factors attribute to such
changes is hard to define
unless there is collective
responsibility taken by all to
learn the reasons thereof.
The future of water is grim
and for ordinary mortals
getting a bucket of water will
be a blessing and a
patronage and without it
their lives will be an
accursed one.

.. What is, understoad from

vanious laws available,in the
country 1s that unzferground
water belongs to the people
as water -is a common
property resource, but here
in Meghalaya anyone can
drill ground water at his or
her will. In the recent past
the district authority had
issued a notification to all
those who owned tube wells
to report to the office, but
the reason why such
information is being sought
is not known till date.

For instance, in
Laitumkhrah locality a letter
was received from the PHE,
that drilling of underground
water should not be
encouraged by the Dorbar
since it affects the stability
of ground water. There was
heated debate amongst the

stakeholders, which later led-

the Dorbar Shnong to ban
drilling within its
jurisdiction; other dorbars
also followed suit. What
resulted later was the rising
discontentment between
those seeking permission to
drill and the objection from
Dorbar authorities, since
many did manage to get a
nod from the district
authorities to drill for water.
But whether the
groundwater  recharge
mechanism has been made
mandatory for such units,
is a question left for all to
deliberate upon.
Missing in action

How far has the state
achieved in its objective of
rain water harvesting? Has
the public been made aware
of its importance? Is there
a system for checks and
balances in place especially
for urban areas? What
about the = sewerage
system? What technology
has the state contemplated
to adopt so that the grey
water gets separated from
the black water for reuse?
Are we even heading
towards that direction?
What about the
unregulated dumping of
solid waste and untreated
water from households,
markets, medical facilities
and industrial units. Who
is actually monitoring this
aspect? When shall we
reclaim our rivers and
rivulets? Will the state &
the custodians of our
natural resources the
ADC’s lead the way by
actions not just by wasting
funds on short term action
and plaques to hang.”

The recent breakdown
of the water supply line at
Laitjem area has choked the
supply line to the city for
almost.five days.which also. |
prompted the;\ lqgislator
from North Shiflor
wary of such shortage. This
was of course expected to
be the prime agenda for all
legislators of Shillong city
to undertake as water is
fundamental to life.
However, politics is yet to
find its way to such an
important issue. Our
representatives need to
come out of that pre-

statehood agitation mood |

and start performing
sensibly. Our state will turn
fifty soon and water will be
more scarce. By then, we
can expect that not much
water will be left for us to
agitate and demand except
to crave for a drop of water
to quench our thirst.

E m a i 1 :
wankitbokpohshna
@gmail.com
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Tough talk on
outlaws and

terrorists

Editor,

“Rymbui talks tough on
HNLC blast” (ST Dec 15,
2020) came in as a pleasant
surprise from a Government
that has otherwise lost its
spine when it comes to
dealing with any ragtag
social organisation. As
citizens of Meghalaya we
must be very clear about
what the HNLC is all about.
The outfit projects itself
especially to our gullible and
innocent youngsters as a
romantic organisation of
patriots that stands for the
life and freedom of the
Hynniewtrep people.
Nothing can be further from
the truth and the truth has
to be spoken. It is nothing
but a bunch of lazy thugs
who want to enjoy a life of
luxury and ease by robbing
and stealing from those
who earn honest money by
the sweat of their brows.
The HNLC has murdered
more innocent Khasis than
anything else. This must
always be kept in mind. It is
a banned terrorist
organisation that kills only
for money should remain
banned unless it changes
Its ways.

The Home Minister is
correct when he states that
peace talks with the outfit
cannot be initiated by way

of threats or through bomb
blasts. Terrorists cannot
dictate terms to any
legitimate elected Govern-
ment. The HNLC has
perhaps gained confidence
because of the offers from
some misguided and
attention seeking colleague
of the HM who has
repeatedly called upon the
Govt and the Centre to start
talking to so called
misguided elements. I think
this particular minister
should first concentrate on
how to save the state from
Covid 19 than to speak of
saving the skin of these
criminals. They are criminals
and extortionists and
nothing can change that. We
are glad to have a Home
Minister made of tougher
stuff. Let the banned outfit
first lay down arms. Govt
should talk from a position
of strength and confidence;
with the understanding that
it speaks for the interest and
concern of the common man
not for some cheap media
publicity and must not be
cowed down by the threats
of more bomb blasts or
criminal acts of desperation
from the HNLC.

The HNLC is in fact on
the verge of collapse and
they manage a hand to
mouth survival from the
extortions ( they call them
Tax) they make from fly by
night coal miners and coke
and cement plants located in
Jaintia Hills and Shallang. A
bit of pressure from the

police and these financial
sources will also dry up.
The HNLC has nowhere to
go and will try to bluff its
way out with some cheap
terror tactics it has picked
up from the ULFA and the
NSCN. But all this is the
death throes of a dying
outfit. It will try to create as
much mayhem as possible.
The people of Meghalaya
deserve to live in peace. The
police had kicked out the
HNLC once. It can do so
again. Let us not try and
give it legitimacy once
again. Our Home Minister
needs the support and
praise of the public for
doing what he is supposed
to do. Keep up the good
work!
Yours etc.,
S. Passah,
Jowai

Chaos faced by
final year
students

Editor,

Several higher
educational institutions
have resorted to online
classes for students in
Shillong. The examination
for the final year students
was also conducted in an
online mode. The app used
by the University i.e., NEHU
was called My Placement
Perfectice which was rated
in the playstore with only
1.8 stars. Making the app

work was a herculean task
as the students had to face
tremendous  difficulties
during the examination and
also while uploading the PDF
file. As the app was not up
to the mark,the students
were also asked to submit
the hard copies to their
respective institutions in
order to avoid any chaos in
the future. After fulfilling all
the requirements, the
students were still harassed
after the results as they had
to rush to their institutions
due to several issues related
to their examination marks.
This might be due to some
errors by the faculty
checking the papers of the
respected university which
however led to unfair
allocation of marks to
various students. Also there
were other issues like some
students being considered
absent when they actually
appeared for their online
examination. Therefore, 1
request the University to
kindly look into the matter
and allocate marks with
fairness and equity.
Yours etc.,
Name withheld on
request,
Via email

Vacancies in
State Govt

departments

Editor,
It is mind-boggling that

while the festering issue of
unemployment in
Meghalaya is unerringly
acute, but, conversely, it has
been reported that there are
a good number of suitable
vacancies in our state which
are lying vacant indefinitely.
A move to fill up the same is
evidently progressing at
snail’s pace much to the
agony of qualified and
keenly desirous unempl-
oyed youths thereby putting
the latter in a limbo and in
utter desperation.

In this context, I am given
to understand that of late in
one of the premier
departments that is in
Agriculture, there are one
hundred (100) or therea-
bouts number of vacancies
exclusively pertaining to
technical line to be
progressively manned by
the agricultural passed
graduates following the
expansion of the Depart-
ment through its various
outreach programmes,
retirement of officers,
deceased in service and
promotions of officers which
have therefore resulted in
the vacancies. Markedly, it
has been appraised that of
the outstanding vacancies
which number about 183
have been conveyed to the
nodal  department to
conduct the selection
proceedings of applicants.
With so many vacancies a
lot of official work is

pending and the existing
staff are asked to multi-task.
There is undue pressure on
the existing officers in the
wake of man-power
shortage.

Hence there is a crying
need for the appointing
authorities to speed up the
recruitment process by
ensuring that the
interviews/appointments
are held at the earliest in
order to ameliorate the
angst of these unemployed
youths. And on the flip side
and vis-a-vis the extant
vacancies in question,
there is a growing army of
the unemployed agricul-
tural graduates annually,
who are pining to be
absorbed in Agriculture
and other allied sectors,
but currently they have had
to cool their heels
indefinitely. And in the
fullness of time they may
utilize their time, while
awaiting appointment, to
pursue higher studies like
M.Sc in farming eco-system
and even acquire a PhD
degree but by then many of
them would have crossed
the employable age and
thus lose the opportunity of
serving their state, a
speculation they had
purtured so passionately
when selecting Agriculture
as a course of study and
employment opportunity.

Yours etc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh,

éﬂilél 5bew ;

Responsibility
in education

By K J Jose

Right to Education 2009
guarantees, free and
compulsory education for
children up to 14 years of
age. The act says clearly
‘Free and compulsory
education’. The implication
of the act is that; a proper
and value based education
will be imparted to all
children poor, rich,
marginalized, children with
disabilities, migrants, etc..
an inclusive education for
all. The idea is incredible and
far-fetched.

For the past five years,
when I teach the children on
RTE in my value education
class, I ask them this
question - when RTE
assures ‘Free and compu-
Isory education’ why do
you pay the school fees?
The students get a shock,
since the Principal himself is
asking the question, ‘why
do you pay the fees’. After
some discussions the
children come up with this

answer - since the
government schools are not
functioning or imparting
proper education we are
compelled to study in
private schools. .

This is the common
scenario all over India,
except in one or two states.
The question is who is
responsible for this pathetic
condition of our gove-
rnment run schools? Who is
accountable - the govern-
ment departments, the
Headmasters and teaches or
the parents? In any case the

It is us adults that need to
take responsibility.

In our state, Meghalaya,
the scenario is no better,
especially in Garo Hills. In
the past few years the result
of class X is between 28-
32%, whereas in Khasi and
Jaintia Hills it is more than
70%. It doesn’t mean that
the children in Garo Hills are
dull and not able to learn.
They have good capacity to
learn like any other children.
Then the question arises,
what is wrong? Who is
responsible for this state of
affairs?

I feel, we have failed
collectively. There are many
government/SSA Primary
schools with two teachers.
Five class rooms and two
teaches is a poor ratio. There
are other high schools with
100-150 students and ten or
more teachers. The quality
of education suffers. when
the student-teacher ratio
has a wide gap. I believe our
primary duty is to bridge this
gap. Once the human
resource is in place the rest
would follow. In the same
breadth, I like to say
something about self
responsibility. Even when

Viaemail

the ratio is not proper, the

children are not responsible.

-knowledge

single or two teacher
schools can accomplish
much if they are sincere,
dedicated and have self
responsibility. The passion
for imparting knowledge and
the thoughtfulness to build
the future society with
educated citizens need to be
awakened within  the
teachers. The spirit to do
one’s duty despite lack of
supervision is a virtue, every
teacher needs to nurture
within himself/herself.
Monitoring is another
important factor in
implementing the teaching-
learning process. Govern-
ment departmental supervi-
sions need to be systematic
and ongoing. The
authorities need to check the
learning of the l€arners. In- -
service training for teachers
should be mandatory during
winter vacation. Every
teacher needs to brush-up:
their  knowledge and
teaching skills. Use of

technology and innovation
needs to find a place in the
class rooms. When Primary
education is not inclusive
and conclusive, the whole
system of education fails.
Another important area is
the supervision hy the
parents’ body and the School
Managing Committee. They
have a great role to play in
the proper management of
the school. They can check
and report to the
authorities, whether the
teachers are regular to the
school and teaching is
taking place regularly. This
can happen when the
concerned departments are
open to their suggestions
and keep a link with the

parents’ body and the
School Managing
Committee.

I strongly feel, we need
to take certain concrete
measures to improve the
quality of education in Garo
Hills and improve the skills,
and pass
percentage in the Board
examinations, otherwise we
will be left with youngsters
who are disillusioned,
dissatisfied and jobless.
There are schools with zero
pass percentage in the
Board examinations every
year. Can this be tolerated
and accepted as a pattern
or norm? Someone should
take the responsibility and
do corrective measures to
stop this ‘Zero pass’
system!

I earnestly hope, this
present government would
‘bell the cat’ and revamp
the whole system of
education in Meghalaya,
especially in Garo Hills.

(Bro. K.J.Jose is Director
and Principal, Montfort
Centre for Education, Tura
Email: mcetura
@gmail.com)
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“Very little is needed to make a
happy life; it is all within yourself, in
your way of thinking.”

--- Marcus Aurelius
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The Bodoland saga

AFTER 17 years the leadership in the Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC) has changed hands. The ;
BTC was created to appease the Bodo demand for -
a separate state which saw several insurgent outfits |
emerge and a saga of bloodshed and killing in |
Bodoland as the state launched its counter- |
insurgency operations. In Kokrajhar, the Bodoland |
capital. there is a memorial where the names of nearly )

three thousand martyrs are recorded. These included
those that died in fratricidal killings since there was

no love lost between the different insurgent outfits |
of Bodoland even though they all claim to fight for |

India & UK

Growing partnership

\

The United Kingdom
. Prime Minister Boris
Johnson will be the Chief
Guest on Republic Day next
month. His presence on the
occasion signifies the
deepening of partnership
between India and UK in a
post-Brexit and a post-
pandemic world. Johnson
| will be the second British
Prime Minister to attend the
Republic Day parade after
former Prime Minister John
Major in 1993. This would
be the British PM’s first
bilateral visit taking office.
India  attaches  great
importance in terms of

the Bodo cause. It was also a case of turf wars | protocol and recognition of
between the outfits. The loss of over three thousand
lives is a big price to pay for any demand however
legitimate. In 2003 the Bodoland Liberation Tigers | particular day.

(BLT) headed by Hagrama Mohilary came over bei

| relationships  when it
invites a foreign head of
government on  this

In the run-up to Johnson
ng the chief guest there

ground and signed a peace deal — the Bodoland | have been attempts at
Accord which also saw the creation of the Bodoland
Territorial Council which many political observers
say is a state within a state. The BTC has more
powers than the other district councils created under
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. The BTC is
tfunded directly by the Centre and hence does not
suffer from funds crunch like the other autonomous

district councils do.

After 17 years, the leadership of the BTC has
changed hands. The new Chief, Pramod Boro has
led the All Bodo Students; Union (ABSU) for over
adecade and has always chosen the path of peaceful
protests. He now heads the United Peoples’ Party
Liberal (UPPL) which won 12 seats in the 40
members Council. The UPPL has teamed up with
the BJP which won 9 seats and another councilor
from the GSP to form the new Council. Hagrama’s
party the Bodoland Peoples’ Front (BPF) won 17
seats and was ready to team up with the BJP but
they were rejected as the popular mandate appeared

to be in favour of the UPPL-BJP combing, Hagrama,

had lost the confidence of the public since corruption
was rampant in the BTC under his watch. Besides,
Hagrama has won successive elections through
coercion and by using the strategies of a militant outfit.
Initially people voted for the BPF with the hope that
their fortunes would change but they realised that
Hagrama was more interested in serving his interests.

The next time around people voted out of fear of

reprisal rather than because they trusted the BPF
and Hagrama to bring in the much sought after
development for which they had sacrificed so much.
Now the people of Bodoland have hopes of seeing
a new leadership from a person who has been
consistent in pursuing the path of a peaceful struggle

for Bodoland.

scoping the partnership
between the two countries.
Prime Minister Modi after
the virtual meeting with his
British counterpart on 26
November said, “We agreed
to work towards a quantum
leap in our cooperation in
all areas - trade and
investment, defence and
security, climate change and
fighting Covid”. Adding a
personal touch, which is the
new diplomatic style of our
Prime Minister, Modi said,
“l met my friend Boris
Johnson, had fruitful talks
on issues of mutual interest
and invited him to be the
chief guest on Republic
Day”.

On his part, Johnson
said, “I am absolutely
delighted to be visiting
India next year and look
forward to delivering the
quantum leap in our
hilateral relationship that
Prime Minister Modi and 1
“have pledged to'achieve. As
a key player in the Indo-
Pacific region, India is an
increasingly indispensable
partner for the UK as we
work to boost jobs and
growth, confront shared
threats to our security and
protect our planet”. Note
the emphasis on India-
Pacific.

Arguably, the Indo-
Pacific tilt in UK foreign
policy will view India as a
crucial strategic partner. The
UK will most likely align
with India in its outlook
towards China. Like other
western powers, London is
also wary of Chinese
expansionism and

 ByDr.DK Giri

aggressive foreign
economic  policy. A
significant decision taken
by the UK in this regard is
the deployment of HMS
Queen Elizabeth career
group in the Indo-Pacific
region. This is, in part, a
response to increasing
Chinese dominance in the
area.

India and the UK is
about to sign a joint military
logistic agreement like New
Delhi has done with
Australia, Japan and the US.
This would mean sharing of
services including fuel and
facilities, more joint frequent
exercises and smoother port
calls. This marks another
radical departure in India’s
foreign policy as New Delhi
has been reluctant to have
former alliances especially
with western powers. On the
part of UK, it no longer
seems beholden to China or
Pakistan despite the latter’s
a big influential diaspora.

Let us recall that India
has been ‘jewel in the British
crown’ during the colonial
times. After decolonisation,
India was debating whether
to be a part of the
Commonwealth consisting
of British colonies. After
quite a bit of reflection, New
Delhi, quite correctly, under
the Cambridge-educated
Indian Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru decided to
stay in the Commonwealth.
The argument was that the
Commonwealth will open up
the window for New Delhi
to the world. Britain
gradually declined in its
influence, resulting in the
dilution of the Comm-
onwealth. At the same time,
Britain joined the European
Union in 1973 after vetoed
by the French President,
Charles De Gaulle.

The wheel of time has
moved a full circle. Britain
has withdrawn from the EU.
From 1st of January, 2021,
Britain will no longer be its
member. The process of
withdrawal has been
divisive, complex and
controversial. It is another
matter that Britain was
never in the inner circle of
the EU, rather a reluctant
and dissenting member. For
the EU, exit of Britain is
good riddance. For Britain,
it has always looked beyond
the EU and at its Trans
Atlantic partner the US.

Now, London is seeking to
reinforce the
Commonwealth. This is
where India figures in its
priorities in a big way.

A study conducted by
the British Council in 2015,
concluded that India is
going to be a powerful
country in the coming years.
It advised the British
government to pay special
attention to India as a
growing power. India was
the fourth largest economy
in terms of purchasing
power. The working
population in India will be
larger than that of US and
China combined by 2050.
Also, massive growth of
India’s English-speaking
middle classes offers a
window of opportunity for
Britain. The study predicted
that, “India will soon be one
of the biggest influences on
the world.”

From Britain, India could
benefit in education,
research and contribution to
the  creative  sector.
However, a strong bilateral
relationship depends upon
the foundation of mutual
knowledge, understanding
and trust. The cultural
awareness and affinity
support the economic and
diplomatic ties. Sadly, the
study suggested that there
is no adequate under-
standing of India amongst
the youth in the UK. A
MORI poll found that 74%
of young Indians knew
about the UK whereas only
21% of the young Britons
knew about India. On the
other hand, the interest of
Indian students in the UK
declined by 49%.

The suggestion from the -

British "Council'pbinted
towards creation of a UK-
India young leaders/next
generation forum for young
people between the age of
15 and 35, who will
potentially be leaders of
2050. This will strengthen
cultural and educational
collaboration between the
two countries to improve
mutual understanding and
underpinning of economic
and strategic engagement
benefitting both  the
countries in terms of
influences, security and
prosperity.

Despite deep historical
links in politics, education,
institution building and

even trade and economics,
the relations between New

Delhi and London have not |

been very strong. The
colonial hangover caused
by complex British legacies
burdens the relationship.
Yet, because of the linkages
mentioned above, the
relationship is natural and
is indispensable. The
challenge is to deepen it to
the advantage of both the
countries.

The problems are
basically two. On India’s
part, New Delhi is reluctant
to plunge into a relatio-
nship mainly with western
countries. Take for instance,
the free trade agreement.
Britain has been apparently
keen on it to offset the
damage from its exit from
the EU. But New Delhi is
reluctant to sign a free trade
agreement. The British
Foreign Secretary Dominic
Raab in a preparatory
meeting with his counte-
rpart S. Jaishankar was
forthright in declaring that
a trade agreement with India
is a top priority. In their
meeting on 15 December
both countries agreed on a
ten-year 360 degree road
map for upgrading the
India-UK  partnership,
mainly in trade. Raab said,
“I think this could unlock
huge opportunities for
British and Indian busin-
esses, lowering barriers in
areas like food and drink,
health care and life
sciences, IT, chemicals and
financial services. I think
there are some exciting
possibilities”.

To conclude India-UK
partnership hinges on four
factors. One, India must
shed its inhibition in forging
partnership with western

“powers, a diplomatic Tegacy’

from"the dayy 6f Néhru.
Second, both the UK and
India should be watching
US-China strategic
competition. Third, both
countries should measure
and cope with the impact of
the pandemic. Fourth,
Britain should assess and
adjust the negative
consequences of breaking
away from the EU. While we
hold our horses on India-
UK partnership, it is
desirable and mutually
beneficial for the
partnership to grow. One
hopes that leadership in
India and the UK are
conscious of this need as
the people are. ---INFA

TO THE EDITOR H

L4 .
Rejoinder

Editor,

Apropos the letter to the
editor appearing in your
esteemed daily under the
caption “Oppressive
Attitude” (ST December 15,
2020, by some Student
Community of Mawkhar
expressing their deep
anguish, frustration and
anger over the labourers of
the Rangbah Shnong’s
daughter’s bakery,
Mawkhar, I on behalf of the
Mawkhar Dorbar Shnong,
request the concerned
Student Community to
immediately meet the Two
Asst Headmen and the
Block VII representatives of
Mawkhar Dorbar Shnong
within 3 days from the date
of publishing of this letter
to resolve this issue. In case
they fail to do so the name
of the letter writer will be
obtained from the esteemed
office of The Shillong
‘Times tor further necessary
action by the Executive
Commniittee of the Mawkhar
Dorbar Shnong.

Yours etc.,
General Secretary,
Mawkhar Dorbar
Shnong Shillong

Spare a thought
for students

Edior.

In these highly
unprecedented times of the
Covid- 19 pandemic. where

not even a daily wage earner
nor a top bureaucrat is safe
from the overwhelming
reach of the virus, a sizeable
chunk of the population is
under duress: mentally,
economically, physically,
and socially.

Keeping all this in mind
we also need to pay
attention to the plight of the
students, regardless of
which level of education
they are pursuing. I write
specifically to bring to the
attention of the greater
public about the issues that
plague the college students
under the banner of the
North-Eastern Hill
University. Difficulties
ranging from the lack of
proper internet connection
for online classes to the
inequality that exists
between the students who
reside in the capital and the
students who had no choice
but to head back to their
respective home towns in
the light of the pandemic.
Instances galore of
students being asked to
submit their examination
papers online and their
inability to do so due to the
server crashing and multiple
bugs present within the app
“MyPerfectice” which was
graciously rated at a
generous 1.4/5 stars on
Google Play Store, have
surfaced. The App is not
even available in the Apple
App Store to begin with.
There were also situations
wherein the app did not
show the status of the

submissions made by the
students to ascertain
whether their papers have
been accepted by the
system or not. This created
an atmosphere of anxiety
and panic within the
student community.

There are instances
where students who had
indeed submitted their
papers through the app but
were being marked absent
were also prevalent. There
were also instances of
students securing zero
marks, which is highly
improbable. Apart from that,
colleges outside the state
capital which conducted
offline exams also reported
of  instances where
students who appeared for
their papers were marked
absent when the results
were published. Situations
like these demoralize
students especially from
marginalized backgrounds,
where education is not
perceived as a “must-
have”.

Student Unions should
seriously  take  into
consideration the issues
faced by the students. The
fight for [LP (Inner Line
Permit) and the protests
against laws such as the
CAA (Citizenship
(Amendment) Act) and the
NRC (National Register of
Citizens) may be seen as
worthy causes, but the
issues of the students, who
are the future of our society,
should not take a backseat

at this critical juncture where
the voices of the people,
with special reference to the
multiple associations of
teachers across the state of
Meghalaya, ought to be
raised against  these
injustices that place our
children at a huge
disadvantage.
Yours etc.,
Eleazer Giri Kharmalki
Viaemail

Correction

Editor,

In my letter to the Editor
that appeared in your
esteemed daily (ST. Dec 16,
2020) under the caption
"Vacancies: in  State
Government departments”,
kindly correct the numerical
figure at paragraph 2 from
183 to 83, vacancies
purported to conduct
selection proceedings.

Yours eftc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh,
Via email

On strict mask

wearing

Editor,

Coronavirus does not
discriminate between the
rich and the poor, or between
the healthy and the
unhealthy. The only way to
keep the virus at bay is by
wearing “clean” masks. The
government should have
rammed home the point on
wearing “washed/clean”
masks instead of just

wearing masks. The
majority of people do not at
all bother to wash their
masks. This is prevalént

more among the
underprivileged comm-
unities.

But what is disgusting is
that in many public and
crowded places, people do
not at all wear their masks
properly, nor do they
maintain any physical
distance? Like sunglasses
they sling the piece over the
head, while some wear them
below the chin and some
others just wear it like a
muffler. Is this not an open
invitation to the virus?

Since the government
has eased restrictions on
some social and public
events and tourism sectors
now, the Covid
precautionary measures
must be followed as
meticulously as possible. 1
think some kind of
“pecuniary penalty” must be
imposed “strictly” and
“consistently”. Look at how
the Government’s order for
the mandatory wearing of
helmets for pillion riders has
been followed now. Our
police force has done a
great job by coming hard on
the offenders. In fact, it is
the “hefty amount” of fine
that has acted as an effective
deterrent. The people will
not understand the
language of civility until it
hurt their wallets.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Can voters rely
on regional
parties?

Editor,

Every once in five years,
regional parties come out
with multi-colored
manifesto but once voting
is over the manifesto is
forgotten, especially when
caught in a 'Coalition of the
Willing.' In this current

government the regional

parties are drifting every
way the wind blows. A
classic example is the UDP
that seems to control the
government behind the
scenes by hoodwinking
other players. One will also
notice that other regional
parties are absent except
during the Assembly
session  where  they
suddenly come 'alive'. That
the UDP begins to portray
itself as an 'alternative' and
is asking people to reject
the NPP and Congress
reminds us of the duplicity
of such political parties.
Perhaps it's time to apply
our minds and conscience
both to observe which
political party stands out.
Some say we should
consider the Aam Aadmi
Party as an alternative.
Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin
Wankhar
Viaemail

Present financial
crisis in MeECL
& way forward

By Hamarbabiang Lyngd;r o

The attention of the
public has of late been
drawn to the problems
plaguing the MeECL and
the agitation of its
employees due to non-
payment of their salaries for
the last two months. It
seems that the financial
problems of this Corpor-
ation keep recurring and the
measures taken to address
them so far appear to be for
the short term only. To
solve the problems of
MeECL, one has to solve all
the problems faced by its

subsidiaries, which is no’

easy task.

MeECL is a parent
company with the following
subsidiaries - Meghalaya
Power Distribution Corp-
oration Ltd. MePDCL) or
the State Discom which is
mandated with distribution
of power in the state,
Meghalaya Power Gener-
ation Corporation Ltd.
(MePGCL) or the State
Genco which is responsible
for generation of power
from its generating stations
and Meghalaya Power
Transmission Corporation
Ltd.(MePTCL) or the State
Transco which is tasked
with transmission of power
at voltages above 33 KV
within the state. These three
subsidiaries have different
objectives and the problems
they face are unique to
them. However, the common
problem they all face is
financial.

For distribution of power
within the state, MePDCL
purchases power form the
state Genco, MePGCL, as
well as from Central PSU’s
such as NEEPCO, NHPC,
Palatana and NTPC with
whom the Discom had
entered into Power Purc-
hase Agreements (PPA’s)

*for putchase of power: from >+
-their generating -stations!

Once the PPA is signed, the
Discom is bound to
purchase the power from
the respective power
stations and if it fails to do
s0, it has to pay the capacity
charge which is equal to
50% of the tariff determined
by the Central or State
Electricity = Regulatory
Commission for that
particular power station. At
present, Meghalaya req-
uires about 1200 Million
Units (MU) of energy
annually for sale within the
state  (ref. MSERC’s
Distribution Tariff Order for
FY 2020-21). The power
available from the Central
Power Stations is around
1200 MU and from
MePGCL’s Power Stations
is also about 1200 MU,
totalling around 2400 MU
against the State’s
requirement of 1200 MU
only. Therefore, the state
Discom is bound to sell
about 50% of its available
power (which has become
surplus) in the market at
rates which are usually
below the average tariff of
about Rs. 5.50 per unit it
sells within the state,. The
state Discom is therefore
caught in a dilemma — it has
to pay 50% tariff as capacity
charge if it refuses to take
the power fromm the power
station for which the PPA
was signed and if it does
take, it has to sell the power
at less than the purchase
rate. The average purchase
price from the Central
generating stations
(NEEPCO and Palatana) is
Rs. 3.00/ unit for about 1200
MU of their power while
from NTPC it is much higher.
The State Genco sells its
power to MePDCL at an
average tariff of only Rs.
1.37 / unit fixed by the State

Electricity  Regulatory
Commission.
MePDCL, therefore,

cannot afford to sell the
power it purchases from the
Central Generating Stations
in the market (i.e, at the
Power Exchange) since to
do so it would be selling at
a loss. To recover its costs,
it has to sell all 1200 MU of
power it gets from these
stations at rates not below
Rs.5.00/unit which it is
recovered by selling within
the state. The surplus
power from MePGCL can
then be sold directly (either
through cross border trade

or to bulk consumers outside
the state) by the State Genco
which at present is selling its
power at a throwaway price
of Rs. 1.37/ unit (which is
even less than the minimum
sale rate at the Power
Exchange). The state Discom
and Genco can mutually
dissolve the PPA’s they have
executed for the new Power
Stations which still have
interest and debt liabilities
and whose tariff is still high
(about Rs. 4.00 to 5.00/ unit).

It may be mentioned that
for construction of a power
project, all Gencos take loans
from financial institutions to
the extent of 70% of the
project cost and have to
repay the loan with interest
in 12 to 1S years’ time from
the date the project is commi-
ssioned. The contribution of
loan repayment and interest
to tariff ranges from Rs. 2.50
to Rs. 3.50 / unit. Therefore,
the tariff from all new
projects in the Central, State .
or Private sector will be high
in the initial years and will
gradually come down once
the loan is repaid over the
years. The present tariff of
Rs. 1.29/ unit for the Myntdu
Leshka H.E. Project which
was commissioned a few
years ago and Rs. 0.85 / unit
for the recently commi-
ssioned New Umtru H.E.
Project fixed by the SERC are
way too low and hardly
cover their normal expenses,
not to speak of repayment of
loan and interest. The result
is that the State Genco loses
its ability to honour its debt
obligations and if interest
and loan instalments are to
be paid on time, it will be at
the cost of the salaries of its
employees. Besides, repairs
and maintenance which are
vital to the health of the
power stations have to be

fri¥éd with, which ‘will

lead to total shutdown of the
power stations in the near
future.

By letting the State Genco
sell its power either through
cross border trade or directly
to bulk consumers outside
the state, the tariff it would
get will be much higher than
Rs. 1.37 / unit which it is now
getting. The export price to
Bangladesh is around Rs.
5.00 -to Rs. 5.50 / unit at
present. If the power from the
new power stations (i.e.,
Myntdu-Leshka and New
Umtru) totalling about 650
MU is sold at this rate, the
State Genco would get more
than Rs. 300 crore annually
from such sale, against its
annual financial requirement
of close to Rs. 400 crore. The
remaining requirement of
ess than Rs. 100 crore can
be raised from its old
generating power Stations
through sale of around 500
MU within the state at the
rate of less than Rs. 2.00 /
unit.

The agreement for sale
outside the state may be
made for about ten years or
so till the loans taken for the
new projects are liquidated
and tariff would then come
down drasticaily (by about
Rs. 2.50 to Rs. 3.50/unit) from
the initial rate of Rs. 5.00 /
unit .This power can then be
sold within the state at very
low rates and the consumers
in the state would not have
to bear the interest and loan
burden of these projects.

It may be pointed out that
states like Jharkhand and
Tripura have already taken
the initiative to export power
to Bangladesh. Similarly,
countries like Nepal and
Bhutan have also entered
into  agreement  with
Bangladesh for export of
power from some of their
power projects to this
country. With power surplus
states rushing to fill the
demand gap in Bangladesh,
time will not be far when the
country will fully meet its
power demand and the
opportunity of export from
Meghalaya will be lost
forever. While the early birds
from far and near have
already caught the worm,
Meghalaya is still to notice
the opportunity standing at
its doorstep and which is
likely to slip away very soon.

m a i I :
lyngdohamb @gmail.com>
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India at bottom-third
THE movers and shakers of India claim the
nation is “growing” and heading for an economic
Super Power status. Yet life for most of the
people remains the same; weak as ever. The
Year 2020 Human Development Report
published by the United Nations Development
Programme this week makes this clear yet
again. India ranks 131 among a list of 189
nations across continents, based on parameters
like standard of living, health care and
education. The report brackets India with
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, Cambodia and
Pakistan — nations having medium human
development. Nations in the Asian region like
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines
and Vietnam, apart from China, fared better.

India’s gross national income, per capita, fell
last year to $6681 from $6829 the previous
year — or, much before the Covid pandemic
came. As per the report, India figures in the

“bottom third” vis-a-vis most development
indicators The hard truth is that poverty has
gone up post Covid and all the big-talk from
the pulpit by politicos is just hogwash. The
nation’s fast-paced growth as is projected by
these leadeis is reflected only in the lives of a

small segment of the people; those who form

the upper crust, while life remains difficult for
most — the 70 per cent of the population placed

in the lower rungs. These poor have seen
changes like a gas stove in their kitchens in
place of traditional choolahs, or electricity
replacing the kerosene lamps in their homes.

These are changes not specific to the poor in
India, but happening around the world.

When Indira Gandhi raised the slogan of
Garibi Hatao (banish poverty) in the 1970s, it
gave hope to the people and won a general
election for her and the Congress party. Some
40 years later, with little change to the life of
ordinary folks, the UPA government introduced
the National Food Security Programme that
reached foodgrains at subsidized rates via
ration shops to the poor. Even today, poverty
is a reality for two-fifth of the population, as
manifest in poor health care and poor living

_conditions. The society as a whole is not
growing, but its parts ~ the upper crust — are
on aroll. This is the frenzy that one witnesses
in the urban landscape; the 10 per cent rich
having a gala time, the 20 per cent middle-class
having all basic comforts and the rest 70 failing
to get opportunities for sufficient income to lead
a normal life. Governments keep changing, but
the life of the ordinary masses remains in a

pitiable state.

TOTHE EDITOR )

Mawkhar
Dorbar’s

[ [ 4
rejoinder

Editor,

In December 2014,
Justice SR Sen, since retired
had ruled that the Dorbar
Shnong must function
according to laid down
procedures which should
have the sanction of the
State Government. Since
the Dorbar Shnong operate
within the ambit of the
District Councils, the ADCs
are supposed to come up

with the Village
Administration Bill (VAB)
so that the Dorbars

function within the laid
down framework and do not
overstep their brief. Since
that time the Dorbars have
forfeited their right to give
no-objection certificates to
those  applying  for
electricity connection or for

opening of bank accounts
etc. It is unfortunate that the
VAB initiated by the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District
Council has been hanging
fire since 2014. In the interim
most Dorbar  Shnong
continue to function in a
vacuu.

But what interests me is
the response of the Dorbar
Shnong Mawkhar to a letter
to the editor titled,

““Oppressive Attitude” (ST

Dec 16, 2020) written by
some students who possibly
live within the vicinity of the
Rangbah Shnong’s house.
The students are irked by
the noise emanating from
the Rangbah Shnong’s
bakery where the workers
create nuisance and use foul
language. The letter should
have been seen as an
opportunity to correct the
wrongdoing in the bakery.
Instead the Rangbah
Shnong has used his office

Education: The only
~ game changer

Education is the most
debated topic during these
Covid times and “online
classes” have become the
buzzword. Some call it the
new normal. When you ask
a parent if their child has got
the results, their rather
insipid answer is that their
kid/s never really had an
exam because they could
consult their books and
that is no exam; it’s a faux
exam. So what do parents
actually want from their
children? Isn’t it enough
that the kid understands
what’s been taught and that
consulting the book for
answers is not cheating? As
a teacher for at least two
decades I can safely say
that some students don’t
know where to find the right
answer to questions even
if they had a book in front
of them.

There is no doubt at all

that parents, teachers and.

students have experienced
the most devastating
impact from the Covid
lockdown and that’s
because all three categories
of humans have had to do
things differently and that’s
something the human mind
does not easily lend itself
to. But one wonders if the
pandemic would help to
reconstruct the whole
paradigm of what
constitutes education. Far
too many people in this
country have a fixation for
marks. Parents assume their
children should be in a
particular space mentally
but the kid is spaced out
into some other zone and
wants something very
different from what his/her
parents do. There is this
huge gap between parents’
expectations and the kid’s
ability to meet those
expectations. And I have a
fair guess that this twain
shall never meet until
parents learn to respect the
child’s potentials and stops
pushing him/her to achieve
the impossible.

I have rarely met parents
who would say they want
their kids to be ethical
humans with respect for the
rights of others;. children
who will not discriminate
on the basis of community,
ethnicity, religion or other
such divisive factors that
are currently emerging. If
children are brought up to
not differentiate between
those that speak a different
language or practice a
different faith I am sure they
will become wholesome
adults who will not pin the
blame for their own failures
and under-achievement on
someone else. Children
with low self esteem often
grow up to become
pugnacious adults that
believe in ‘might is right.’
What they cannot achieve
by fair means they will do
so by manipulating the
system or by blaming the
system for their failure. We

By Patricia Mukhim

have too many of such drop-
outs who then become part
of groups that destabilize
society or develop
delusions of grandeur about
themselves. Soon they try
and find ways to catapult
themselves to the political
eco-system which they
believe is the ultimate
success in life and the
quickest way to wealth
creation. They have neither
vision nor inclination to do
anything for the state and
its people but limit their
focus on serving their
constituency only so that
they are elected and re-
elected. But then that’s what
the ~ average voter in
Meghalaya wanfs.

But let me not digress

further. Let’s get back to
education. There are certain
components in the
education system that
cannot be compromised.
They include teachers that
are trained to communicate

unequivocally.

Communication . s
completed only when the
receiver of that
communication has
understood what is being
said and can execute a task
based on  what s
comprehended. Very often,
in the classroom if teachers
stop in their tracks to ask
questions on the lesson
taught they will find
students fumbling for
answers.: That’s because the
student has not understood
what’s taught and we don’t
encourage a system of
questioning by students.
Most teachers take this as
an affront. So the student
goes through the lesson
without having understood
what was taught. After a
while the student would
accumulate a series of such
lessons that he/she has not
understood and will begin to
hate the subject or the
teacher or the school.
There are many qualities
that institutions ought to be
looking for in a teacher but

that’s a tall order in a country
where the availability of
trained teachers is
abysmally low. However,
there’s no harm in listing out
some of the qualities that are
desirable in a teacher. I
would rate ethics very high.
An ethical teacher will do
his/her work irrespective of
whether the principal is
supervising his/her work.

Only a motivated teacher.

will be able to motivate
students. And if we want
students to develop into
emotionally intelligent
beings who can handle their

emotions and their lives,

outside their classroom
then we also need
emotionally intelligent
teachers. Many students

go through their school

years without learning
social responsibility. And
what does Social

responsibility mean? It
means being accountable
for every action in society;
it means being involved in
building a better society; it
means having empathy and
compassion for the less
fortunate and  being
involved in activities that
help build a better society.
It’s important to inculcate
this spirit of social
responsibility in  the
formative years because in
this age of technology and
addiction to gadgets
children have. become
detached and engage with
the virtual world more than
the real world. And this to
me is .scary because we
cannot escape the travails
and challenges of the real
life. - o
Unfortunately, teachers
in our country have very
little opportunity for
building their capacities
once they have joined the
profession. In any case
there’s too.much to do and
uniess they are freed from
their daily teaching and
correction chores for a week
to attend a refresher course
it is possible that teachers

too will burn out and
become demotivated. When
a teacher has lost the
passion for teaching but
sticks on to the job because
there’s nothing better to do
then believe me, no
teaching will happen. The
teacher is just doing a job
and the students have to
put up with him/her. It’s a
lose-lose situation. That’s

 why refresher courses are’

so important. So is the task
of unlearning and re-
learning new methods of
making communication
more effective.

Heads of institutions too
have to understand that
teachers are not
automatons that can work
at the same pace all the time.
They have their highs and
lows; they have their
challenges at home and in
society and more often than
not perhaps teachers too
need counseling as do
parents. The biggest hurdie
for any child is when he/she

is unable to have a decent

conversation . with the
parents and every
conversation ends up in a
dramatic blame game that
goes something like this -
“Did you study today?
Have you completed your
homework? Are - you
prepared for your test
tomorrow? Make sure you
get full marks in maths; and

mind you if you don’t do’

well you can expect a
spanking when you come
home; look at so and so
...how proud he makes his
parents...what about you?

-Do you even care for your

parents? This sort of
blackmailing goes on day in
and day out and- I can
imagine how frustrated the

child becomes. If only we

have more stable and

pragmatic parents who.

don’t . expect the
unattainable from their
children perhaps life would
be better. _

One of the worst things
about education is for a
child to have passed out of
school without having
developed the critical
faculty of questioning. If
students don’t question

~ they are not going to learn

what life is all about and
how to live it; how to
negotiate the. politics all
around them and how to
integrate into society as
contributing citizens.
Teachers must bear the
responsibility of helping to
develop critical thinking
skills and - to integrate
academic success with
other avenues of growth
such in the performing arts,
media, leadership activities
and sports, etc. With the
internet providing all
information the role of
teacher is that of a mentor
and facilitator nudging the
child gently to follow her
heart. But for that we need
innovative teachers who
can make education a joyful
and interesting pursuit.

to literally summon the
complainant/s for daring to
write to the media and
complaining about the
noise that is affecting their
online classes. The Dorbar
went as far as to intimidate
the students, that if they do
not appear before it on the
stipulated date then it
would find out their
identities and deal with
them. This is not the way
that a democratic country
functions. The public have
a right to go to the media to
address their grievances
and no one has the right to
take action against any
person who tries to seek
redressal of a wrong.
Noise pollution is also a
violation of the
environmental norms and
the Rangbah Shnong
should know this better
than anyone else. In fact,
leaders of any institution
have to be more circumspect

than others because they are
expected to lead the way. 1
am. appalled that the Dorbar
instead of taking corrective
measures is seeking to
punish those who are
complaining against a
wrongdoing. This is like
saying that no one has a
right to point fingers at the
Rangbah Shnong or any.of
the executive members
because they are beyond
any reproach. This is a very
wrong precedence. What
the Rangbah Shnong does
in his personal -capacity
should not be the brief of the
Shnong.

This is where the Dorbar
Shnongs tend to go wrong.
They think they are the law
unto themselves, but that’s
not the case. They too are
subject to the same laws as
all of us are. We are all

guided by the Indian
Constitution.

Yours etc.,

Isaac, Pyngrope,

Via email

Daylight
corruption in
Meghalaya

Editor,

I am sure many of us hear
stories of bribery and
corruption at various levels
of the state department

" offices / politicians. These

rumours prove.to be true
when one is actually
witnessing firsthand the
acts of corruption of the so
called respected sirs /
babus / auditors / police /
directors / engineers /
officers and many more.
Alas! many of us are not
aware of how to report
such crimes committed by
these people with no
conscience except to gain
temporary financial
blessings. And many of us
who are aware of how to
report the crimes are simply
put off by the long and

cumbersome process of’

reporting such crimes.

In today’s age,
everything is becoming
more accessible with the
help of the internet, and
it’s where we can get
almost everything at the
click of a button. I strongly
suggest that the State
Anti-Corruption Branch /
State Vigilance
Commission should come
up with a very user
friendly app where a lay
person who wishes to
report corruption / bribe-
taking anonymously, can
do so. Only that can ensure
that we have a corruption
free Meghalaya for our
children to live in.

“The - only  thing
necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do
nothing.”— Edmund Burke

Yours etc.
M. Khyriem
Via email

The politics
of deception

By Banshan Ferdy Lyngdoh

Here we go again. Again
the rhetoric for the
repatriation of the usurping
dkhar, who potentially
portends the existence of
the Khasi native, has made
it to screaming headlines.
But for how many months
or days will this mindless
gusto . last? Like all
previous  propagandist
agitations of the pressure
groups, who masquerade
as ‘NGOs’, this too will lose
steam. If that happens, it
will inexplicably resurrect
itself to wreck our normal
lives in the near future.
That’s a given. The press-
ure groups’ ardent fans
may churn their teeth at
this remark, but past events
bear testimony.

I vaguely recall the
turbulent times when Bull
N. Lyngdoh launched a
whirlwind campaigd in line
with the Assam Agitation
in the late 1970s and 80s.
But I do recollect how Paul
Lyngdoh and his cronies
roared on the streets of
Shillong, calling office
picketing and bandhs
during the KSU’s

' KsanRngiew Movement in

2000-2001. Among many
politically unviable dema-
nds, including the
‘implementation of ILP, the
Hottest potato was the

revocation and amendment .

of = Meghalaya’s Job
Reservation Policy. Paul

Lyngdoh and his friends in

the Jaifitia Students’ Union
(JSU) felt the policy hugely
favoured the Garos, herce,
required amendment. Sch-
ool and college students
assembled at Don Bosco

Square -to demand for a

new Reservation Policy. It

was a jamboree of mayhem

and madness to the extent
that the private residence
of EK Mawlong, the
incumbent Chief Minister,
was stoned as he couldn’t
immediately meet the
unfeasible demand. Since
then governments have
come and gone, and after
20 years, the reservation

_policy remains as it is.

There’s - “hardly  ~any
individual or pressure
group that squeaks about
the issue now, thus
illustrating- the illogicality
and inconclusiveness of
agitations instigated by
pressure groups in the
Khasi-Jaifitia Hills.

After witnessing similar
mayhem for so many years,
one feels such activism is
nothing hut  proxy
manoeuvres of some over-
ambitious few to propel
themselves into  the
limelight and eventually
into politics. Like Ball
Lyngdoh in the 90s, the
new millennium hailed Paul
as the new saviour of the

apparently  rudderless
jaitbynriew. However,
despite being in the

political dispensation, the
two Lyngdohs’ achieve-
ments pertaining to the
issues they fervently
bayed for on the streets are
there for everyone to see.
It is indeed easier to ridicule
than to act.

" The same is the case

with the present brouhaha

over the demand for the
implementation of the Inner
Line Permit—a 147-year-old
primeval regulation that will
definitely impede progress.
This insistence has once
again been resurrected,
albeit by a new group of
saviours.And now that
they have realised that the
final say lies with the
central government, the
focus has shifted to New
Delhi. Pelting stones at the
PM’s residence is
ludicrous, so burning his
effigy is the only recourse.
But to what end? It looks
improbable that the ILP will
be implemented consid-
ering Christmas 2020 is
almost here. Amit Shah told
Conrad Sangma to meet

post-Christmas 2019 to
discuss the issue.
Politicians have usually
succumbed under duress
and given in to the
demands of these pressure
groups. So it wasn’t surpr-
ising that the resolution was
unanimously passed in the
State Assembly in
December 2019, Political
parties have to play to the
gallery to survive turbulent
storms, notwithstanding
the irrationality. That the
resolution was passed
under ' compulsion = is

apparent considering the -

Congress party’s recent
demand for the impleme-
ntation of the Meghalaya
Residents’ Safety and
Security - Act (MRSSA)
2016. Now the Honourable
Governor is singing a
similar tune. The au courant
also opine that the regul-
ation is unfeasible in a
transit state like ours.

As things stand, the
‘common folk are in dolour
particularly during this year.
of the pandemic. There are
many other causes worth
championing. Wouldn’t it
be better if these groups
agitate for better roads,
MeECL issues, timely
payment of salaries to
teachers and staff of PSUs,
corruption charges, and
many other problems that
presently afflict us? But that
day may mnever come
because xenophobia is their
fuel. The ‘outsiders’ have
to be incessantly made to
feel insecure because once
‘the fear subsides, endow-
ments will also diminish.
That is the reality.

Coming to the current
plight of our beloved state,
.circumstances are indeed
pitiable. Roads which. are
the backbone of develo-
pment have never been in
more pathetic condition.
Why is it that the PWD
can’t build roads that last
at least ten years or more?
Friends from Garo Hills
communicated that the
Rongram-Dadenggre road
that was built sometime in
2016 didn’t even last six

‘months. The same is the

condition with most state-
made roads. The drive along

. the Shillong-Nongstoifi-

Tura road is indeed

‘delightful, but the same

can’t be said of the road
that leads to Nongstoiii
town.

It is understood that a
small state has its
constraints.And since 1972
our leaders have had to
visit New Delhi with a
begging bowl to meet the
financial shortfall. When
one has little, resources
should be used judiciously..
But the little that we have is
also manipulated and
splintered to feed the
insatiable appetite of the
powerful. Notwithstanding
the incumbent Chief
Minister’s repeated denial,
corruption is rampant. And
this vicious cycle will only

- get worse with the entry of

more and more businessmen
into state politics.

~ In 2022, Meghalaya will
celebrate 50 years of
statehood. I request all to
google Meghalaya’s sta-
nding in the Human
Development Index. Among
the 8 North-Eastern States,
we are ranked second from
the bottom. Is there any
reason to celebrate?

Now that we have
Satyapal Malik as the
Honourable Governor, one
has half a mind to earnestly
request him to pull off
another Kashmir operation
here. In it lies hope that all
forms of political deception
that presently surround us
will be annihilated. May
Meghalaya be made the
country’s Tenth Union
Territory.

The writer is Assistant
Professor Central
Agricultural University
E m a i 1 :
writetoferdy@gmail.com
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Right to health

ON December 18, the Supreme Court while hear-
ing a petition on Covid treatment observed that
health is a fundamental right and that Right to Health
includes affordable treatment. The apex court urged
that state governments to ramp up their health care
tactlities and also to put a cap on the fees charged
by private hospitals. Due to unprecedented Pan-
demic, everybody in the world is suffering, one way
or the other. It is a world war against COVID-19.
Therefore, there shall be Government-public part-
nership ‘to avoid world war against Covid 19.”The
Court added that there shall be more and more test-
ing done and Government should be transparent in
informing the public about the number of tests car-
ried by declaring the correct facts and figures of
people infected by Covid, otherwise people will be
misled and they will be under the impression that
everything is alright and they will become negligent.

Taking a considerate view of those who cannot
atford the high cost of treatment, the Court observed
that the pandemic has already caused immense eco-
nomic and financial hardship for the common peo-
ple and with hospital costs skyrocketing, they will
be in penury. The apex Court told the states to in-
voke the clauses of the Disaster Management Act
to bring down the exorbitant health care costs in

private hospitals.

Closer home those who have tested Covid posi-
tive and been admitted to private hospitals have a
very sad story to tell. Doctors and nurses don’t want
to come anywhere the patient. Seeing this paranoia
among health workers, Covid patients are frustrated
and depressed and wonder if they are better off
being treated at home since the treatment narrows
down to taking of medicines and/or injections. Only
patients with co-morbidities generally feel the need
for hospitalization in case they run low on oxygen
and need to be intubated by specialisis for supple-

mental oxygen.

There is no doubt at all that testing in Meghalaya
has come down drastically and there is urgent need
to step up testing especially now that the festive
season is at hand and people are seen crowding
inside shops and market places. Past experience
has shown that a lockdown should be the last alter-
native since it dealt a death blow to the economy
and many had lost their jobs on account of it. Hence
a lockdown is unlikely in the near future, yet the
Covid cases have been rising in India and winter
just seems to trigger the infections. After Diwali the
Covid figures had spiked up. Now Christmas and
New Year are approaching and while there is need
to be extremely careful in maintaining Covid
protocols, people seem to have decided to lower

their guard. This will have serious consequences.

| TO THEEDITOR

Caughtin a

~time warp

Editor,

The article “Politics of
deception” by Banshan
Ferdy Lyngdoh (ST Dec 18,
2020) is a courageous piece
that calls a spade a spade
and not a shovel. He has

touched at the core of what
the ILP demand is all about.

It has become common-,

place now for all wannabe
politicians to take up issues
or make demands that are
regressive and unsustain-
able. The Khasi Students’
Union unilaterally decided
for all of us that Meghalaya
should not have railways
because of the same old ar-
gument — influx which might
lead to the marginalisation

of the tribals here. Now the

KSU have teamed up with
other groups to demand the
ILP, knowing very well that
it will not come through.
But while the high jinks
of these pressure groups is
predictable what the people
of Meghalayva need to con-
sider at this point is that
they have no leader who
can stand up to these
groups. All sixty MLAs
have capitulated and
passed that Resolution in

December last year de-
manding the ILP — a colo-
nial instrument that had
sought to keep the tribes

-within their sanctuaries and

with no governance ex-
tended beyond the Inner
Line Permit. The British can
be trusted to do what is
good for the empire and
governing an unruly people
that unleashed terror in ar--
eas beyond their jurisdic-
tion was something the Brit-
ish felt was not worth it.
Hence the Inner Line Per-
mit! .
To try and use this medi-
eval law in the 21st century
shows a mind that’s
clogged with clichés and is
incapable of novel ideas. In
fact this is a state where
there’s no thinking at all.
Not among politicians and
not among the public either.
Intellectuals are busy pur-
suing their interests too.
Now even NEHU teachers
and students want a tribal
Vice Chancellor. Can’t the
stakeholders of NEHU de-
mand the best person to
lead the University? Would
anyone go only to a tribal
doctor even if he/she is half
baked? I can’t see a dy-
namic tribal VC who will re-
place the present one. If all
of us spend half our lives

Enhanced CSR

Doing good in
bad times

By Moin Qazi

In a free enterprise, the
community is not just an-
other stakeholder, but is in
fact the very purpose of its
existence. — Jamshedji Tata

Corporate altruism in In-
dia has found a new pur-
pose since the advent of the
Covid-19 pandemic. With
the nationwide lockdown
hard-braking economic ac-
tivity on the one hand and
disrupting lives, especially
of the poor, on the other,
companies have.not only
opened purse-strings but
also rolled up sleeves to re-
spond proactively to the
pandemic. Over the past
few months, corporates
have been using all or most
of their Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) kitty
to combat the pandemic, be
it through contribution to
the PM CARES Fund, other
relief funds, distribution of
food, masks, personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) kits
or relief material to the
needy.

The CSR agenda got a
wider.role in pandemic man-
agement with the govern-
ment expanding the scope
of CSR spending to include
companies engaged in re-
search and development
(R&D) of new vaccines,
drugs and medical devices.

These. amendments to the

CSR rules permit such com-
panies to categorise. as CSR
activity any Covid-related
R&D activity even if under-
taken as part of its normal
course of business.

CSR is a concept
whereby firms integrate so-
cial and environmental con-
cerns into their business
operations and is generally
understood to be a tool for
achieving a balance be-
tween economic, environ-
mental and social impera-
tives, while addressing ex-
pectations of shareholders
and stakeholders.

In the global economy,
stakeholders include cus-
tomers, suppliers, employ-
ees, communities, and finan-
ciers — shareholders, bond-
holders plus banks and
other sources of capital —
and they are all intertwined.

In fact, when we flip
through the world’s busi-
ness history, we find that all
large mercantile communi-
ties were great patrons of
the art of philanthropy. They
regarded it a divine tradition.
The world today is witness-
ing a growing realisation in
enterprises of the impor-
tance of altruism. Hence, a
great deal of money has
been flowing into the social
sector. Like individual citi-
zens who have moral and
social responsibilities, busi-
nesses are being perceived
as corporate citizens who

need to commit time, talent .

and resources for welfare of
society as they draw their

insulating ourselves from
others then how do we be-
come citizens of the world?
What do we teach our chil-
dren? To not venture be-
yond home lest they are
eaten up by the more ad-
vanced non-tribes? This in-
sulation is not good for our
upcoming generation be-
cause their minds will be
stunted and their vision only
as far as the end of the tun-
nel.
Yours etc.,
Basil Nongkhlaw,
Via email

- Whither MCS

results

Editor,

The Meghalaya Civil
Services (Mains) Examina-
tion or the Written Exam for
the 38 sanctioned posts of
Junior Grade MCS officers
was held in the month of
January 2020. It is to be
noted that 12 (twelve)
months -have already
passed since then. Und.em-
ably, there was a nation-
wide lockdown implemented
in March of this year and
the said lockdown lasted for
quite some time. It can also
not be denied that the
COVID 19 situation had cre-

ated immense chaos in the .

sustenance from it.

CSR aims at managing a
business in a way that it
contributes towards sus-
tainable development by
delivering social, economic
and environmental benefits
to all stakeholders. It ad-
dresses issues like human
rights, corporate govern-
ance, health and safety, en-
vironmental effects, work-
ing conditions and contri-
bution to economic devel-
opment. Whatever the defi-
nition is, the purpose of CSR
is to drive change towards
sustainability.

We are seeing the emer-
gence of a new crop of mega
donors who are upending
long-established norms in
philanthropy. Not only are
they increasingly willing to
take ‘on hot-button social
and political issues, they
also have a problem-solving
and impact-making mindset.
CSR is now being recog-

ponent to an organi- g’

sation’s values, its )
operating ethos, its 4
business strategies and its
purpose. Businesses are
being measured on financial
and social metrics.

Over the years there have
been many voices within
the business community
who believe that companies

-must break out of conven-

tional preoccupation with
profit and do more to ad-
dress the world’s pressing
social needs. The chorus
has been joined by leaders
from civil society, govern-
ments, policy think tanks
and world bodies on educa-
tion, health and rehabilita-
tion. Business leadership
has acknowledged the de-

mand for enlarged corporate

responsibility in ways which
can reflect a profound
attitudinal change individu-
ally and collectively.
Beyond profits and share
prices, companies are now
standing up for their beliefs,
their customers, and em-
ployees. They are integrat-
ing social missions into their
business operations. In this
new model of social and

“and
nised as a critical com- _ iy

public impact, companies are
using the power of their
brands to speak out on ma-
jor public policy issues.
CSR is rooted in the
knowledge that businesses
have a duty to enable ali liv-
ing beings to get a fair share
of the planet’s resources.
Businesses are powerful
constituents of society and
the most respected busi-
nesses feel oriented to do
much more than making
money; they exist to use the
power of business to solve
social and environmental
problems. They are involved
in a'wide variety of commu-
nity development projects
related to education, health,

skills training, entrepreneur-

ship, women. empowerment,
food security, livelihoods

“and supporting services for

the differently-abled.
India has a unique law—
the Companies Act, 2013,
the
. Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR)

" Rules—which came

2014. India is the first coun-
try to require companies to
expend resources on CSR
programmes. The approved
activities under Schedule VII
of CSR include eradicating
extreme hunger, poyerty, and
promotion of education, pro-
moting gender equality and
women’s empowerment as
well as reducing the child
mortality, improving maternal
health and combating: dis-
eases. Ensuring environmen-
tal sustainability and prompt-
ing employment enhancing
vocational skills are other ac-

tivities approved under CSR..

The push for legislation
came because voluntary CSR
encouraged practices such as
free-riding (companies taking
advantage of benefits with-
out actually spending),
greenwashing posing as
CSR, and false disclosures.
However, CSR could be more
socially relevant when it is a
voluntary exercise driven by
altruistic motives rather than
a mandated policy that prods
businesses to use creative
means to camouflage busi-

into effect on April 1,

ness promotion activities as
socially driven programmes.
It is very difficult to legislate
moral obligations. Laws only
set minimum standards, but
do not create an impetus for
charitable action.

There are marked aberra-
tions in the CSR agenda and
they need a course correc-
tion. Many businesses are
using these opportunities for
enhancing their social pro-
file and in the process ex-
panding their business mar-
kets. These CSR projects are
now the fulcrum of aggres-

_sive brand building exercises

and are being leveraged to
their fullest mileage. Charity
leaders have a geographic
bias with corporations fund-
ing projects closet to their
headquarters. Consequently,

" more remote regions where

development aid is acutely
needed are being bypassed
and deprived of this: new
social revolution. Politics can

- skew priorities, with some

companies looking to gain
goodwill by backing govern-
ment-led projects rather than
initiating independent initia-
tives. A popular CSR activ-
ity is contributing to natural
disaster relief funds, which
is probably directed at scor-
ing favourable points with
the political party in power.
There can be a subtle use
of CSR to brush off bad repu-
tation as well as camouflag-
ing of the dark acts in mar-
keting. CSR has been periph-
eral in most organisations
and is not woven into the
fabric of the business. Even
as annual CSR spend is on
the rise, the impact on the

ground and effective deploy-
ment of the funds remain a.

matter of debate. It is not
necessarily always transpar-
ent and mission-oriented and

-there may be strings at-

tached-terms that dictate ex-

actly where and how it must

be used. .
CSR could be a moral

- counterbalance for practices
that have had direct nega-

tive impacts on the poor. It

-often masks and
smokescreens corporate ir-
responsibility aid

conditionality and treaty
commitments have signifi-
cantly .constrained policy
making. Reporting require-
ments are onerous and of-
ten impose huge administra-
tive burdens for organisa-
tions which must devote the
scarce skills of educated,
English-speaking personnel
for writing reports for donors
rather than running pro-
grammes.

It is wise to remind our-
selves again of the advice of
Henry Ford: “A business
absolutely devoted to serv-
ice will have only one worry
about profits. They will be
embarrassingly large.”---
INFA

functioning of the govern-
ment and its various insti-
tutions. That having been
said, however, it must also
be pointed out in the public
forum that as the subse-
quent months progressed,
relaxations after relaxations
were promulgated by the
State Government thereby
allowing for normalcy in
public institutional func-
tioning to return. Since the
past 3 to 4 months, MPSC
has started to function
properly once again. There-
fore, no right thinking citi-
zen would believe that the
evaluation of the MCS
Mains Examination answer
scripts has not been com-
pleted as of yet. Addition-
ally, any excuse that there
was no Chairperson to sign
off on the permission for
declaration of the results
also does not hold water
because a full-fledged
Chairperson has already
been appointed more than
a month ago. No action has
been taken by him till date
on this very important is-
sue. MPSC is silent and
refuses to clarify to the pub-
lic at large. The State Gov-
ernment needs no remind-
ing of the tremendous 1m-
portance of the MCS offic-
ers who are essential in en-

suring the efficiency of
grassroots governance as
well as the efficient delivery
of public services to the
masses. If there is no hin-
drance caused by any legal
or judicial issue, I see no rea-
son why MPSC should keep
on delaying the declaration
of MCS Mains results. Fur-
ther delay only raises seri-
ous suspicion in the minds
of the general public. I sin-
cerely appeal to MPSC to
declare the MCS Mains re-
sults before the Christmas
vacation, and to wind up the
Personal Interview by Janu-
ary end of 2021.
Yours etc.,
Jeremiah S
Via email

Hope justice is

given soon

Editor,

It is noteworthy that the
four accused in the alleged
gang-rape and torture of a 20-
year-young Dalit girl in Uttar
Pradesh's Hathras in Septem-
ber, were charged by the CBI
of gang-rape and murder on
Friday, over three months af-
ter the incident that triggered
outrage across the country.
The CBI has also invoked
charges against the accused
under the SC/ST (Prevention

of Atrocities) Act. The probe

agency filed its charge sheet |

before a court in Hathras,
some 200 km from Delhi. Af-
ter the heinous incident had
taken place, the victim's cre-

‘mation was allegedly done

without the family's ap-
proval and her family was
harassed and threatened
through different ways by
the Uttar Pradesh police and
the accused were supported
by some leaders of the rul-
ing party. What was worse
is that the main accused had
written to the Uttar Pradesh
police from jail, claiming that
be and the three other ac-
cused are being framed in
the case and sought "jus-
tice" for the four men. He
had also accused the wom-
an's mother and brother of
torturing her, while the wom-
an's family had denied these
allegations. I condemn all
the injustice and baseless
statements and support that
was given that time by some
political leaders and organi-
zations as well. I also con-
demn the main accused's
false allegations against the
victim's family. Hope justice
will prevail soon!
Yours etc.,
B Ahsanullah,
‘ Dethi

(SIX)

India suffers further decline in
human development

Approach to social
~ sector planning

needs to be reframed

By Gyan Pathak

Hoping for progress,
the government was claim-
ing the same, but we actu-
ally regressed. UNDP’s
Human.Development Re-
port 2020 has just revealed.
In place of human develop-
ment, India registered a
human decline, going two
ranks below, from 129th to
131st among 189 countries
in the world in 2019. Per
capita income fell, health
deteriorated, education
was greatly impacted. Chil-
dren and women suffered
more than men. All these
were happening and then
came the dark year 2020.
Hidden in the dark shadow
of the pandemic are the nu-
merous untold miseries we
are trying to unearth.

What is ‘the next fron-
tier’ then that became the
title of the report of this
year with a subtitle ‘Humarn
development and the
Anthropocene’? We have
evolved the Human Devel-
opment Index (HDI) and
have been using the same
for years which gave us a
picture of development,
though a little hazy. We
have had development but
not without heavy destruc-
tion of the nature and en-
vironment since mid-20th
century that we proposed
to call the Anthropocene
Epoch. .

The report estimated

ronment in large scale for
the first time and prepared
Planetary pressures ad-
justed Human Develop-
ment Index (PHDI), that
gave a little clearer picture
of human development. In-
dia’s performance in this
regard is-a tittle better but
we are still miles to go be-
fore we achieve environ-
mentally sustainable devel-
‘opment goals, though we
have fulfilled some commit-
ments and obligations
made under the Paris

The fall in India’s over-
all ranking in HDI is proof
that other countries did bet-
ter than ours in compari-
son to India. In absolute
value, India’s HDI in 2019

ter than 0.645 in 2018. How-
ever, looking inside the
composite data may dis-
hearten sensitive minds
who really care for people's
well being. In several areas
that are key factors for cal-
culating the index, India
performed worse than its
own earlier performance.
Livelihood, heath, and
education are three key
factors. Wellbeing of the
people is largely depend-
ent on household incomes,
but India’s Gross National
Income (GNI) per capita
fell from $6829 in 2018 to
$6681 in 2019 on Purchas-
ing Power Parity (PPP) ba-
sis, a measurement of
prices in different coun-
tries that uses the prices of
specific goods to compare
the absolute purchasing
power of the countries’
currencies. For common
people to understand the

11,000 rupees per annum
per person. We can under-
stand it even better, we can
. even consider the rising in-
equality in incomes of the
rich and the poor. It is now
known that the policies
adopted favoured the rich
making them richer while
the poor became poorer. It
exposes the government
claim of rising income.
This situation in-
creased the level of hunger
and malnutrition. The
UNDP report is the second
after the National Family
Health Survey — 5 phase 1
results that showed an in-
crease in hunger and mal-
nutrition among Indian
women and children is
general and indigenous
people in particular.
Among the 189 countries
surveyed, it pains to read
India’s name among three
specifically mentioned
countries — the two others
being Cambodia and Thai-

the pressure of the envi-

Agreement -five years ago. -

was 0.645 only a little bet-

severity, the fall was over .

land ~ for which records
showed more malnutrition
related issues such as
stunting and wasting espe-
cially in indigenous chil-
dren. It exposes the gov-
ernment claim of protecting
the health of common peo-
ple.

The third major factor in

calculating HDI is educa-
tion. “In India different re-
sponses in parent behav-
iour as well as disinvest-
ment in girl’s health and
education have led to
higher malnutrition among
girls than among boys as a
consequence of shocks
linked to climate change,”
the report says. Where
were then gender equality
and the progress in educa-
tion? It also reveals that
India needs much more to
do to readjust itself to ab-
sorb the shocks from cli-
mate change by reprogram-
ming its plans for environ-
mentally sustainable
progress. '
" India has béen catego-
rized in medium human de-
velopment countries and
ranking 131. Eleven coun-
tries are abové India in this
category while 119 are high
development and very high
human development coun-
tries. The scores of Eco-
nomic Sustainability and
Social Sustainability of the
country were also not en-
couraging. Overall loss in
the HDI value due to in-
equality during 2010-2019,
Gender Inequality Index
during 2005-2019, and In-
come share of the poorest
40 per cent during 2005-
2018 were in negative at -
1.3, -1.7, and -0.4 respec-
tively. Environmental
threats continue. In the Red
List Index, India scored
0.676. The carbon dioxide
emission index score of
0.972 and material footprint
index score of 0.970 need
improvement.

All these have im-
pacted Indians adversely.
Health expectancy has been
lost by 14.5 per cent in 2019.
Inequality in life expectancy
was at 19.7, while the gen-
der inequality index was
0.488. Life expectancy at
birth has improved only a
little from’ previous 69.4

" years to 69.7 years, while

the expected years of
schooling and mean year of
schooling did not improve,
which remained the same-as
the previous year’s at 12.2
and 6.5 respectively. Many
countries fared better in

" this regard including some

of our neighbours.

- Impact of climate
change on life has specifi-
cally been mentioned in the
report along with rising tem-
perature, loss of hundreds
of lives, and acute water
shortages and floods,
needing urgent attention of
the our planners and-the
government. Education for
sustainable development
has been criticized for lack
of evolution of its effective-
ness. The report specifi-
cally mentions India along
with Mexico where teach-
ing- was observed to often
be rather disciplinary -and
textbook based, which has

. led to a neglect of a more

systemic approach to study
causes and solutions.

- What we need to do?
The report finds out that
poverty, environmental
justice and governance are

‘often missing in our ap-

proaches indirectly sug-
gesting their removal from
our planning to reduce the
planetary pressure that is
making imbalances at an
unsustainable  degree.
Cases in India and Nepal
are specifically mentioned
that show that environmen-
tal decision-making can be
democratized when control
over the means of produc-
tion is transferred to local
communities, which can
lead to more sustainable
outcomes. Moreover, par-
ticipation is key for
strengthening transpar-
ency and accountability.
(IPA Service)
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BOLLYWOOD 2020: THE YEAR GONE BY

Pandemic, death of an

actor and the rise of OTT

Bollywood in 2020 wilted under the raging pandemic like any other industry. While movie theaters
remained out of bound, what shocked the cine-goers is the yearlong news of deaths - from
coronavirus to unnatural ones like the demise of Sushant Singh Rajput opening
a Pandora’s box of movie world open secrets. IBNS-TWF correspondent
Supriyo Hazra looks back alphabetically with a heavy heart.

AAMIR KHAN: No, this year we did not see any Aamir Khan movie releasing
onscreen but fans are keeping themselves busy waiting for his next project
Laal Singh Chaddha. The film is expected to hit the theater next year. An
adaptation of the 1994 American film Forrest Gump, Laal Singh Chaddha
stars Aamir Khan in the title role with the sensational Kareena Kapoor paired
opposite him.

AMITABH BACHCHAN: Amitabh Bachchan gave his fans a scare when he
contracted COVID-19 and spent several days in hospital. However, Big B
defeated the virus and finally returned home, giving relief to his well wishers
and showing the world that he still remains the Shakenshah of India at the age
of 78. His son Abhishek Bachchan, daughter-in-law Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
and grand daughter Aaradhya also fought the disease and won. Big B's Gulabo
Sitabo, opposite Ayushmann Khurrana, also became the first B-town movie to
release on OTT platform since the cinema halls were shut down. Amitabh
Bachchan earned praise with his comic timing in this Lucknow-based movie.

AKSHAY KUMAR: He is a box office rockstar and Akshay Kumar's horror
comedy genre movie Laxmii, which hit the OTT platform due to COVID-19,
made the biggest ever opening on the new platform of movie release. Mean-
while, he has unveiled the new poster of his upcoming movie Ram Setu, prom-
ising to deliver another entertainer in the year to come. He also won hearts
with his Rs 25-crore donation to the PM Cares Fund.

AYUSHMANN KHURRANA: Ayushmann has created his own set of fans
over the years who love him and deliver one strong character after the other
onscreen. In 2020, Ayushmann made yet another bold statement with the gay-
themed Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan. In Gulabo Sitabo, the movie which
was. released on OTT platform, he once again touched the right chord of the
audience sharing screen space with Big B. '

ANUSHKA SHARMA: Anushka Sharma will surely remember 2020 with a smile
on her face as she announced her pregnancy. Yes, Anushka and her husband
Virat Kohli are expecting to be parents soon and even the Indian skipper has
been given a leave during the Test series against Australia so that he can be on
Anushka's side during the special moment in their life. In the world of OTT,
Anushka Sharma produced two successful ventures - Paaral Lok (web series)
and Bulbbul (movie). .

ALJTA BHATT: Alia Bhatt joined the shooting of SS Rajamouli's film RRR. The
film also stars Ram Charan, Ajay Devgn and Jr NTR in the lead roles. This year,
Bhatt was seen in Sadak 2, which released in one Over-the-top (OTT) plat-
form. However, the movie failed to create magic in the hearts of her fans or
movie lovers. She was mercilessly trolled and attacked online by many grieved
by the shocking death of Sushant Singh Rajput that triggered an almost never-
ending debate on nepotism in film industry.

DEEPIKA PADUKONE: Deepika Padukone shocked her fans by transforming
herself to Malti, an acid-attack survivor, onscreen. The Indian actress surely
won hearts by portraying the agony and resilience of a victim/survivor in the
Meghna Gulzar movie. She will soon be seen in the movie 83, opposite hus-

band Ranveer Singh in the sports drama. But she was also in the news for the

wrong reasons - drugs in Bollywood - after the death of Sushant Singh Rajput
opened a Pandora's box.

JACQUELINE FERNANDEZ: Apart from remaining busy posting new images
on Instagram for her fans, Jacqueline surely was the talk of the town with her
foot-tapping performance in rapper Badshah's song Genda Phool. During
lockdown breaks, Salman Khan and Jacky also teamed up to shoot a video
song Tere bina. Jacqueline also remained busy shooting for her upcoming
movie Bhoot Police at the end of the year in Himachal Pradesh.

KANGANA RANAUT: Bollywood's 'Queen' of controversy, Kangana Ranaut
lived up to her outspokenness this year. Rather she pushed the envelope with
all guns blazing with the tragic end of actor Sushant Singh Rajput. Kangana
stoked the fire when she alleged that the Kedarnath actor did not suffer from
any mental illness and was rather "murdered" by the cruelty of the "Bollywood
mafia promoting mepotism". As her battle raged with the Shiv Sena dispensa-
tion in Mumbai, Kangana found herself sucked into it further when in Septem-
ber a portion of her Pali Hill office was demolished by the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) holding that it was an “illegal construction”. The
act saw Kangana taking on Uddhav Thackeray head on on social media and
warning him of the consequences in a rather pedestrian language. She got
relief from the Bombay High Court on Nov 27 when it quashed BMC’s order on
demolition. It also described BMC's move as “mala fide”. Kangana even jumped
into yet another row after tweeting a misleading post about an elderly woman
in the ongoing farmers’ protest in the capital. The '‘Queen’ even engaged her-
self in a twitter battle with actor Diljit Dosanjh over the farmers' protest. In the
world of social media, Kangana also joined Twitter this year and keeps posting
her controversial views on different issues, not even sparing industry veter-
ans like Jaya Bachchan. Well on the workfront she wrapped up the year com-
pleting the filming of Thalaivi - the revolutionary leader, a biopic on late
Tamil Nadu chief minister J Jayalalithaa.

KARAN JOHAR: Netizens trolled and slammed director Karan Johar for days
and months after the debate over nepotism once again haunted Bollywood
following the death of Sushant Singh Rajput. Fans blamed Karan Johar for
supporting only star kids over outsiders like Sushant. Netizens blqmed Karan
and many other Bollywood A-listers for nepotism and for not standing by SSR
in his time of crisis. As expected Kangana Ranaut joined the debate and at-
tacked Karan by calling him again “the flag-bearer of nepotism”. An old 'v1de.0
of Kangana targeting Karan on the 'nepotism' issue while she appeared in his
chat show Koffee With Karan went viral on social media ever since.the debate
got reignited this year. Things reached a stage that the Bollywpod giant had to
unfollow almost everyone on Twitter, including actors like Alia Bhatt. He cur-
rently follows only 12 people on Twitter, including Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and actors Amitabh Bachchan, Akshay Kumar and Shah Rukh Khan. He
was also dragged into the Bollywood and drugs nexus row with his house
party video of 2019 with top stars coming under the lens of Narcotics C”ontrol
Bureau (NCB) for allegedly being drug-fuelled, a charge he junked as "base-

less".

KAREENA KAPOOR KHAN: Kareena Kapoor Khan gave one big news to
her fans — that she will soon be a mom for the second time in her life. Yes,
Kareena and her husband Saif Ali Khan announced in 2020 that they are
expecting the birth of their second child. The power couple of Bollywood
already has a son, Taimur. In the world of her works, Kareena paired up oppo-
site late actor Irrfan Khan for their release, Angrezi Medium. However, with
COVID-19 wrecking havoc, the movie failed to earn the resu}t that. was ex-
pected from it. The movie was one of the last major releases in India before

lockdown.

KATRINA KAIF: The Barbie Doll of B-town is busy preparing for her next

project Phone Bhoot. The horror-comedy genre movie will also feature actors
Ishaan Khatter and Siddhant Chaturvedi. The movie is expected to go on

floors next year. Katrina also posted videos of her at home, cleaning dishes

and attending household chores herself amid a pandemic.

KRITI SANON: Kiriti Sanon remained busy with several releases in 2019 but
this year none of her movies hit onscreen amid COVID-19 pandemic spread. In
December, Kriti surely left her fans worried when she announced that she has
contracted the virus. We hope she will recover soon and keep delivering Box
Office hits next year.

PRIYANKA CHOPRA: Priyanka Chopra is back with her new Hollywood movie
and this time she will be seen in the project We Can Be Heroes. Recently, she
made the announcement by sharing a teaser and posters of the movie on
Instagram.

RANBIR KAPOOR: Ranbir Kapoor will surely want to forget 2020 as he lost
his father and Bollywood veteran Rishi Kapoor on April 30. With his upcoming
film Brahmastra's release postponed by COVID-19, he actually had no release
in 2020.

RANVEER SINGH: Bollywood's poster boy Ranveer Singh kept teasing his
followers with his Kapil Dev look for his upcoming sports-based movie 83.
Fans are eagerly waiting to see the onscreen chemistry between Ranveer and
his wife Deepika Padukone in the movie. As a matter of fact, 83, directed by
Kabir Khan, is one of the most awaited movies of 2021 when he will also appear
in two more movies - Sooryavanshi and Jayeshbhai Jordaar. Raveer's look
from Jayeshbhai Jordaar has already been unveiled to his fans. Now it is time
to wait and let the calendar turn to 2021.

SAIF ALI KHAN: The Nawab of Pataudi will soon be a dad again as Saif and .

Kareena Kapoor Khan are expecting their second child. In the world of his
works, Saif Ali Khan featured in three movies - Tanhaji, Jawaani Jaaneman
and Dil Bechara. Next year will be interesting as he will be seen in the much-

awaited sequel of 2005 hit film Bunty Aur Babli. Saif has replaced Abhishek.

Bachchan but Rani Mukherji will once again be seen in the movie that is
expected to tickle the funny bones of moviegoers. .

SARA ALI KHAN: If daddy remained so busy in 2020, then Sara Ali Khan can't
be far away as the gorgeous beauty was busy recreating 90s magic with Varun
Dhawan in their upcoming movie Coolie No. 1. The comedy film, which origi-
nally featured Karisma Kapoor and Govinda, will release online this December.
The trailer, first look and even few songs of the movie have been released by
the makers, generating excitement around it. However, she is again another
actress of Bollywood hogging limelight in 2020 for the all the wrong reasons-
the drug abuse in Bollywood triggered by the death of Sushant Singh Rajput,
her debut hero (in the 2018 film Kedarnath) with whom she allegedly had

relationship for a while. .

SALMAN KHAN: Salman Khan was back as a singer when he created a music
video during lockdown to help his fans forget their lockdown gloom. Moreo-
ver, the original Bollywood rockstar was also busy hosting popular TV show
Bigg Boss that remained equally interesting even after 14 seasons. Next year,
Khan will be seen in Radhe, returning to the big screen after a pandemic
imposed break of one year. He also had his share of abuse from the fans of late
Sushant Singh Rajput after the latter's unnatural death (suicide according to
police) triggered a debate on nepotism and bullying of outsiders in Bollywood.

‘SHAH RUKH KHAN: The King Khan of Bollywood remained absent from the .

big screen in 2020 amid pandemic onslaught but his Kolkata Knight Riders
team surely featured in Indian Premier League. But it failed to deliver a tourna-
ment winning performance even this year. .

PANKAJ TRIPATHI: Actor Pankaj Tripathi is slowly emerging as the next big -

thing in Bollywood with his repeated powerful performances in movies as well
as web series. He appeared in movies like Angrezi Medium, Ludo and Gunjan
Saxena: The Kargil Girl in 2020. However, Pankaj perhaps gained more appre-
ciation as he returned to play the character of Akhandanand - Kaleen Bhaiya
Tripathi in the high-octane web series Mirzapur 2.

VIDYA BALAN: From appearing in a short movie Natkhat to her performance
in Shakuntala Devi, Vidya Balan made her presence strongly felt among movie
buffs in this eventful year otherwise marred by the pandemic. Natkhat pre-
miered on YouTube as part of the We Are One: A Global Film Festival.

SPECIAL MENTIONS .

- ABHISHEK BACHCHAN: He may have been down with COVID-19 this year

but Abhishek Bachchan will love to remember 2020 as one transforming mo-
ment in his life when he delivered strong performance with his appearance in
the web series Breathe: Into the Shadows. His performance in the series was
appreciated by netizens and Abhishek once again won hearts with his acting
prowess. He played the role of a psychiatrist with a split personality in the web
series. Abhishek is also busy shooting for his upcoming movie The Big Bull.

The movie is expected to hit OTT platform soon. The Junior B was also seen in -

another OTT platform released movie Ludo this year. The movie featured Aditya
Roy Kapur and Rajkummar Rao in the lead roles.

BOBBY DEOL: After remaining away from films for several years, Bobby is
back with a bang in the web series Aashram. He played the character of a fake
godman Kashipur Waale Baba Nirala aka Monty.

NASEERUDDIN SHAH: Like many of his B-town colleagues, Shah made his
digital debut with the Amazon Prime Video original show Bandish Bandits. He
played the character of Pandit Radhemohan Rathod in the series.

SONU SOOD: Despite his good looks and robust body, Sonu Sood in "A-
listed" Bollywood movies was mostly a villain or a second fiddle to the heros.
But the pandemic brought the best out of him and he emerged as the true hero
of the film world and India. So go to his Wikipedia bio and you now find him
introduced as "an Indian film actor, producer, and humanitarian who ...... Well
Sood would now on be known as the humanitarian who pooled all his re-
sources to send back home hapless people - read migrant workers - stuck in the
big cities like Mumbai - amid the raging COVID-19 lockdown. In September
2020, Sood was chosen for the prestigious ‘SDG Special Humanitarian Action
Award’ by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for his hu-
manitarian works during the COVID-19 pandemic.

SUSHMITA SEN: The Miss Universe teased her fans earlier this year about
her digital debut and she finally made it later on with the web series Aarya. In
the crime drama, Sushmita could be seen playing the titular role who is caught
in a web of lies and deceit within her family. Aarya remained one of the much
loved web series of the year. (IBNS-TWF) .

Sushant Singh Rajput:
Celebrity death which
shook everyone

ternoon when he supposedly committed suicide in his

Mumbai residence, triggering a tsunanii of events that al-
most felled big Bollywood names and dragged several top stars
and personalities into controversies ranging from nepotism, bul-
lying of those from non-film backgrounds and drugs.

An engineering dropout, Sushant came to Bollywood from a
middle-class background but went on to deliver many memora-
ble movies, including the biopic on former Indian skipper MS
Dhoni. The entire country was left shocked when on June 14 the
actor was found dead in his Bandra flat. He had allegedly com-
mitted suicide by hanging himself to death. A CBI investigation
inte the incident is still on. The death left a deep impact in In-
dian society as a section of people saw the instance as a wake-up
call to introspect on the functioning of the entertainment indus-
try in Mumbai,

The death triggered debates on issues like favouritism, in-
sider versus outsider, and nepotism like never before. With
Bollywood actors making strong remarks and observations on
the death at that peint of time, it was actress Kangana Ranaut
who created a massive controversy by saving that Sushant's death
was "'a planned murder'.

She even questioned the role of "Bollyweod mafia' in his al-
leged suicide. The actress alleged that the film industry sidelined
Sushant despite putting up strong show in several films like Kai
Po Che, MS Dhoni: The Untold Story, Kedarnath and Chhichhore.
A major divide was witnessed within the industry when several
prominent actors like Abhay Deol, Abhishek Kapoor, Raveena
Tandon, Shekhar Kapur, Abhinav Kashyap, Ranveer Shorey
spoke out on the imbalance of power, nepotistic and bullying cul-
ture and privilege club in Bollywood.

They mentioned how these practices make it difficult for the
real talents with no tilm connections to sustain and thrive in the
Bollywood industry. Soon the case took-a turn when Sushant's
family alleged that the actor was murdered and lodged FIR against
the actor’s girlfriend and actor Rhea Chakraborty.

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) is even investigating into
the drug angle connected to the death of the actor. His last film
Dil Bechara was released online after his death.

'RESTINPEACE

Sushant Singh Rajput left his fans shocked one Sunday af

\RISHI KAPOOR: One of Bollywood's most loved actors, Rishi Kapoor, who

kept entertaining his fans with his evergreen performance onscreen,
died on Apr 30. He was 67. ; ‘

IRRFAN KHAN: A day before Rishi Kapoor died, Bollywood's international
star Irrfan Khan passed away at a hospital in Mumbai on Apr 29. Irrfan
will always be remembered for his exceptionally strong acting skills.

WAIID KHAN: Wajid Khan, of composer duo Sajid-Wajid fame, died on
Jjune 1 at the age of 42, leaving behind a bouquet of memorable songs
that will keep buzzing in the hearts of movie lovers for years to come. He
was.corona positive. ) :

BASU CHATTERJEE: Filmmaker Basu Chatterjee died due to age-related

“ailments on June 4 at the age of 90. He is best remembered for directing

movies like Chhoti Si Baat (1975), Chitchor (1976), Rajnigandha {1974},
Piya Ka Ghar (1972}, Khatta Meetha, Chakravyuha (1978 film), Baton
Baton Mein (1979) among others.

SAROJ KHAN: Veteran Bollywood choreographer Saroj Khan, who was
the woman behind Madhuri Dixit's silver screen success as a dancer, died
atthe age of 71 onJuly 3.

SP BALASUBRAHMANYAM: 74-year-old singer SP Balasubrahmanyam,
who sang several evergreen Bollywood songs, died in Chennai on Sept

25.

ASIF BASRA: Shocking his fans, actor Asif Basra was found dead at a
house in Dharamshala on Nov 12. He was reportedly found hanging
when police reached the spot. The cause behind his death is stilt known
and the police have started investigating into the case.

SOUMITRA CHATTERJEE: Legendary Bengali actor Soumitra Chatterjee
left his fans grieved when he passed away aged 85 ata hospital in Kolkata
on Nov 15. A Dadashaheb Phalke winner, he was late movie legend
Satyajit Ray's favourite actor. '
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Pompeii: From ashes and memories

Two thousand years ago, the volcanic eru
the thriving city of Pompeii,

ption of the Vesuvius completely destroyed
inhabitants included. With a recent discovery,

newer facts are coming up and makes Ranjita Biswas remember

her visit to the city of Italy frozen in memory

recent excavation in Pompeii
A in a villa outside the city in Italy
finds two figures, a wealthy
landowner and probably a slave, ly-
ing spreadeagled on the floor covered
with ash and lapilli. This discovery is
also important, archaeologists say,
because DNA tests show they were
wearing woollen clothes and that the
Vesuvius might have erupted in Octo-
ber, instead of August, 79 AD, as is
generally believed.

A visit to the devastated city is
also a lesson in the transience of hu-
man life. Who would have imagined
that a volcano that remained dormant
for 900 years would burst out with
renewed vigour suddenly? More
worryingly, some experts say it may
erupt again in the decade 2020-30 and
it can even destroy nearby Naples
and that people should not build
houses near the bay.

The accounts by Pliny the
Younger, nephew of Pliny the Elder,
who was in charge of the province of
Pompeii, gives a vivid picture of what
had happened that day and the way
people were caught unaware by fury
of the eruption.

As | walked down the lanes of the
ruined Roman city that summer, I re-
membered a book I had read long ago
in my adolescence, The Last Days of
Pompeii by Edward Bulwer-Lytton.
Written in 1834, the novel gives a
vivid description through its charac-
ters of the spewing a river of ash and
lapilli that continued for two days and
two nights burying the city, with its
shops, public baths, and people
working at a potter wheel or taking
naps.

Like many sudden archaeological
discoveries, Pompeii too came into
public view accidentally after remain-
ing buried for centuries. Architect
Domenico Fontana was carrying out
a survey for land improvement in the
Sarno Valley in the late 16th century

, whlle building a tunnel.

The real excavation, however,

of Bourbon commissioned the first
official excavation. Then some in-
scriptions led to the amphitheatre of
Pompeii.

In 1863, Italian archaeologlst
Giuseppe Fiorelli used an innovative
method of pouring liquid plaster into
the spaces left in the bed of ashes
and pumice stone and let it harden to
get a plaster cast of the corpses and
other objects.

And soon, as if by a magician’s
stroke, a city emerged, with houses,
men and women at different pos-
tures, exquisite statues like that of
Apollo and Faun, etc. It was like
Pompeii resurrected, literally from the
ashes, to tell its story.

A UNESCO heritage site, Pompeii
gives a rare opportunity to peek into
the lifestyle of the Romans in the first
century of the last Millennium. It was
originally a Greek town but became a
Roman colony in 80 B.C. Hence, much
of the architecture is Greco-Roman
style.

Seven gates along a three kilome-

*““trewalt Jed to Pompeii. Near the Sarno

started in 1748 when King Charles 111

Gate entrance is the amphitheatre
which could hold about 20,000 peo-
ple. It is one of the best preserved
amphitheatres of its kind in Italy. You
can see in your mind’s eye gladiators
fighting to death in the bloody sport
to entertain the citizens. You can even
explore the quarters where the gladi-
ators stayed and practised, and a
gymnasium on the opposite side sud-
denly bringing in images of the Os-
car-winner movie Gladiator with
Russell Crowe.

Of course, by modern standards
the roads of Pompeii would seem
rather narrow; but they were well laid

out with footpaths. The guide points .

to horse hoof marks of chariots em-
bedded on some cobbled tracks. The
streets often used to overflew with
water and waste material so there
were stone blocks for pedestrians to
step onto while crossing the street.
These stone blocks also served as
speed breakers to make the carriages
slow down and not run over the pe-
destrians.

At some places, you will notice
small tiles called: ‘cat’s eyes’ at

ground level. Moonlight or candle
light reflected off these tiles. and peo-
ple could see their way at night, al-
most like today’s street lights.

There were water pipes built some
2000 years ago from which you can

_still drink even today. The Romans,

after all, perfected the art of building
aqueducts. These were made’of lead
but lined with lime to protect them.
There are also public fountains and
baths with provision for hot and cold
water and holes on the wall to keep

the clothes dry. These were divided .

into male and female sections.
The lay-outs of living and trade
quarters show meticulous planning
too. The houses of the rich still bear
remains of beautiful frescoes. The
walls were covered with at least six
layers of plaster and then painted.
The huge hall where the fish and
meat market was located show faded
paintings with fishmongers and a
lively market scene. You can also see

where the wool market was located.

The- bakeries’ ovens look similar to
the old brick stone oven seen even

“today in-some fural areas. At the "

(Clockwise from Left) A curio shop at Pompeu, remains of the
Amphitheatre and Pompeu lifestyle remains. (All photos by author)

‘House of the Baker’ there is a gar-
den with millstones of lava used for
grinding the wheat.

Common people were mostly illit-
erate and sign language was exten-
sively used. So the ‘House of the
Tragic Poet’ with the elaborate mo-
saic at the ‘entrance depicts a chained
dog, with the words Cave Canem -
meaning ‘Beware of dogs’.

Well, when other trade quarters
were there, inevitably, there were
quarters for brothels too. On a nar-
row street leading to the city centre,
you can peek into a cluster of rooms
of a brothel. The walls still bear re-
mains of erotic paintings.

The Forum, as in all Roman towns,
was the centre of public life. The Ba-

silica ‘next to it was surfounded.by -
St wa e »4\ S \Pompeii‘

many important government, reli-
gious and business ‘buildings. There
is a ‘Granary” where there are remains
of everyday life -like, amphorae and
plaster casts of people who could not
escape the eruption. It is as if it is an
open-air museum, depicting the dis-
astrous event, imitating real life peo-
ple, as also the ‘Garden of the Fugi-
tives’ where groups of people lay, dy-
ing.

Now that new discoveries are be-
ing made- 50 acres of land are still
being excavated, who knows how -
many ancient stories would be un-
earthed in Pompeii? After all, as re-
cently as in 2018, archaeologists dis-
covered remains of a purebred horse
with a bronze-plated saddle. Myths
ahd reality merge iri thé Biiried city of
(Trans World Features)
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By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, December 20, 2020

Sun conjunct Mercury on' your solar return chart and it is going to give
favorable results for the whole year. You will be interacting a lot with
people at one to one level. You will shed your inhabitations and become
more outgoing and extrovert. And will be able to get your work done
easily. You will develop lot of contacts and make new friends. Even new
people could be interested in working with you and investing in your
projects. You will also meet an influential person which will open the doors
of progress for you. You will also make plans to buy a new house or
property. New job/business opportunities will keep coming. Your
confidence will be high. Your financial position is going to be great.
Romantic ties can lead to marridge. Peace and harmony will prevail at
home. Students will do well in exams/interviews. Business related trips
will prove beneficial. Auspicious functions will keep taking place.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You would be fun loving, energetic and willing to explore
new ideas. You may feel frustrated in relationships as there
is a lack of communication and it is hard for you to verbalize
our true feelings and express them. Stress may crop up
unexpected turns and this would require you to look at
some lifestyle changes and even incorporate some tech-
niques like exercise and meditation. Health needs to be
replenished with a planned diet and physical fitness sched-

;?”

ules.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

Smoothening out your close personal relationships is what
makes you happy during this cycle. You would maintain good
relations and try to give to others exactly what you would like
to receive just now. It's not about you right now--it's about
someone else and the sweeter your attentions, the more
delicious your rewards will be. You have a greater need than
usual for contact and exchange. In general, you are adaptable
when it comes to your work. The more willing you are to take
on additional or different type of work, the more positive-the

i

rewards.
Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

This phase brings harmonious relations with friends, col-
leagues and ioved ones. There would be love, grace,
beauty, happiness and pleasure in personal relations
success and good fortune at work bring new opportunities
for further progress. You will be able to make best use of
your talents, work experience and would insert your
creativity into your work and projects in hand. You would
be more determined and hard-working at this time.

¥

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

This phase is favorable for investments, family, status and
happiness. Money matters come into focus for you. You
would adopt a serious approach to business because you are
in the spotlight. Career and vocational issues may benefit
from the increased clarity you possess. A lot of your energy
will be applied to vocational achievement, professional
success, and leadership. Your love life is more attractive and
charming. You may be involved in activities connected with

your children.

| Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

A financial boost is

others.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

There is likely to be more activity, movement, contact, and
communications with co-workers. You are inclined to want
to leamn new work skills, or to improve your proficiency and
output. It would be better to fook at long term investments and

I

possible, or you may gain financially
through your partner. A deep and intimate connection made
ow could be revitalizing and even healing. You are more
inclined to want to smooth over differences in a partnership
concerning the sharing of power, intimacy matters, finances,
and other emotionaily-charged topics. Intimate relationships
are intensified now. You find yourself more accountable than
ever when it comes to your work and output. You may have
to draw some boundaries with friends and the demands of

program.
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speculations for financial gains. Your approach to work at thi
time is pleasant, happy, and logical for the most part, unles
you allow worry or scattered energy to enter the picture. Yo
might also enjoy deciding on a different health or nutrmo

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
This week highlights friendship, romance and love in you
life. You tend to take more interest in organizing your workin
environment--and this is an excellent time to do s0. You ar
especially objective and intelligent when it comes to gettin
a handle on your daily affairs and all the little things tha
contribute to a feeling of efficiency and competency. This i
an especially introspective period during which you have th
chance to truly uncover your personal strengths and talents
There would be some changes in your social circle, and yo
meet new people.

Scorpio:(October 24 - November 22)

Business partnerships may suffer from ego conflicts, o
adversaries may be challenging. Use this energy to wo
cooperatively on interpersonal issues. You may even fini
that you seem to need someone's assistance in order to d
what you want to achieve. When a difference arises, you ar
quick to settle it, and have little patience for sweeping matter:
under the rug.You are more willing than usual to ekplore life"
secrets. Business projects and associations are opening u
and widening your horizons so you need to think expan

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

it would be wiser to face difficult people and tough situation
rather than take the easy way out for victory and succes
in professional ventures. Don't take the one you love fo
granted but show your love and appreciation. Some asso
ciations would be competitive in business but you shine an:
work well in your field of activity. You may have to fac
difficult people and exercise special care in handling them.You
idealistic nature is stimulated, and you are likely to yearn fo
a connection to more spiritual or idealistic pursuits.
(December 22 - January 20)

Personal relationships gain a romantic and exciting quality.
You've been busy with all sorts of everyday activities
deeply involved in your work and routine. It's time to balanc:
your life with some down time -
lifestyle and gain time to rejuvenate. Issues come to light tha
originate from deep within. It's an excellent time to get in touc
with what's been brewing beneath the surface. A secret mai
be revealed. Communications from overseas are hopeful an
exciting as business opportunities are extended to you.
Aquarlus: (January 21 - February 18)

During this phase you feel attracted to people with whom yo!
can communicate well and exchange ideas. You know ho
to relate to others and you do it in a natural and warm manner.
You will seek chatty and enthusiastic friends who stimulat
your mental abilities. Your approach to work is pleasant an
happy for the most part, unless you allow worry or lo
energy to getthe better of you. You are inclined to want to lean
new work skills, or to improve your skills and output in term:
of work. There is likely to be more activity, movement,
contact, and communications with co-workers now.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

This is a phase that brings excellent results for competition
written examinations, and legal matters. You're at your bes
when you are showing the world your practical, competent
and responsible side. Put off making important decisions wit
regard to family and domestic matters just now, and take car
when it comes to communicating with family members. Extr
care should be exercised when it comes to matters surround
ing romance, children, and creativity. Be as non-judgmenta
as you can with romantic partners and your children
Spending time in solitude among natural surroundings i

therapeutic and healing.

to help you balance you

- Digital Marketin
“as a Career Option

By Ranjan K Baruah

he recent pandemic has
T taught us the importance of
online activities. Due to lock
down most of us were inside home
and took part in digital activities.

This has increased the importance -

of the digital world and one of the
common words is digital marketing
or branding digitally.

We are talking

lated to digital marketing.

Digital marketing's development
since the 1990s and 2000s has
changed the way brands and busi-
nesses use technology for market-
ing. As digital platforms are increas-
ingly incorporated into marketing
plans and everyday life, and as peo-
ple use digital devices instead of

visiting physical shops, digital mar- ,

keting campaigns are becoming

Digital marketing, the promotion
of products or brands via one or
more forms of electronic media, dif-
fers from traditional marketing which
has been practised for a long time.
The person engaged with digital
marketing can be termed as digital

-marketers and the monitor things like

what is being viewed, how often and
for how long, sales conversions,
what content works and doesn't

about a new vista
in career which is
popular as digital
marketing or dig-
ital ways of doing
business. Online
business is some-
thing that takes
place everything
online or through
digitally. It is done
through the
internet or online
services.
Today, in this
edition we are talk-
ing about career
options related to
digital marketing
.Digital marketing
(also known as
data-driven mar-
keting) is the mar-
keting of products
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or services using :
digital technologies, mainly on the
Internet, but also including mobile
phones, display advertising, and
any other digital medium.

All of us use mobile phones.
Gone are the days when we used to
use simple phones with torch light
but now we can see smart phones
everywhere. Android or ios or simi-
lar operating systems are available
which are making our life easy and
simple. Communication has been
strengthening and now it is easy to
communicate with any person living
anywhere on earth.

I am writing about digital market-
ing as many students ask me about
the scopes of digital marketing and
how one can build their career re-

more prevalent and efficient.

Digital marketing techniques such
as search engine optimization
(SEO), search engine marketing
(SEM), content marketing, influencer
marketing, content automation, cam-
paign marketing, data-driven market-
ing and e-commerce marketing,
social media marketing, social media
optimization, e-mail direct marketing,
display advertising, e-books, and
optical disks and games are becom-
ing more common in our advancing
technology.

In fact, digital marketing now ex-
tends to non-Internet channels that
provide digital media, such as mo-
bile phones (SMS and MMS), call
back, and on-hold mobile ringtones.

work, etc.

One needs to be dlgltally literate
and creative.

Digital marketing is not doing any
programming or coding so someone
without technical qualification can
also excel in this area. The scope has
increased more after COVID 19 pan-
demic.

There is less investment in this
field and anyone may come and be

* part of this career avenue for which

they need certain skills and basic
knowledge.

(The author is a career mentor.
He can be reached on 8473943734
or bkranjan @ gmail.com for any ca-
reer related queries)
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“Success is not final, failure is not fatal:
it is the courage to continue that counts.”

— Winston Churechill
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Soul-searching in Congress
A soul-searching exercise lasting ten days is
currently under way in the Congress party. It
started with a meeting this weekend by the top-
three family members with the dissidents, or
those who have openly expressed dissatisfaction
with the present state and stylés of the party
leadership. It is too early to say whether these
discussions will help achieve the desired results.
The “family” comprising Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
and Priyanka is still in a mood to run the party
affairs between them and collectively. They
would do so in one form or the other. There is
every hint that no major change is contemplated.
Rahul Gandhi has said he is willing to take a
more active role — a step-up from the state that
he is currently in; of blowing hot and cold. Until
the time Rahul Gandhi steps in, Sonia seemed
ready to hold on. By the end of the month — and
year— more clarity on this could be expected.
Notably, the group of 23 who sought
organizational elections through a letter in August
have not given up hope. Senior parliamentarian
Shashi Tharoor, former Maharashtra chief
minister Prithviraj Chavan and former party
spokesperson Manish Tewari used the occasion
to stress that the “nomination culture” in the
Congress should end and organisational polls

must take place. Former Union minister P
Chidambaram too took a similar stand. How far
the “family” would be willing to reconcile with

the dissidents’ push for internal democracy is
what will ultimately decide the future of the grand

old party.

The nomination culture, not new anyway to

the Congress establishment, has progressively

reduced the inner spirit of the organisation and

leaders of real merit have not been allowed to

come up within the party. With the result, many

state units are dysfunctional and not able to

electorally equip the party to winning

propositions. Fact is also that organisational
elections, if allowed, will weaken the hold of
the family over the party. Significantly, Rahul
Gandhi held his own views about the
organisational conduct and in some respects

sounded realistic; as in the weak positioning of
the party in Tamil Nadu where those like P
Chidambaram have not been able to keep the
party in good form but are waxing eloquent on
all other matters. A big question is also whether
Rahul Gandhi will take up the president’s post
again or allow the present drag to continue. From
the initial phase of the discussions, it is clear that
the family is in no mood for any big change in
the topmost rung of the party.

| TO THE EDITOR

It’s time to

question

Editor,

The article ‘The politics
of deception’ by Banshan
Ferdy Lyngdoh(ST Dec 18,
2020) is a bold, straigh-
tforward, and beautifully
written piece which every
right-thinking indigenous
Khasi should read to
understand and further
question the actual motives
of pressure groups. I thank
the writer for bringing out an
intelligent, properly resea-
rched, and well-argued
piece.Alternate voices like
his are essential for a healthy
discourse on important
subjects. The world should
know that the pressure
groups are not mandated to
exclusively speak on behalf
of the “jaidbynriew’.

We are all part of the same
‘jaidbynriew” but we choose
to distance ourselves from
those who destroy property
or stab faultless shop-
keepers at lewduh. Are we
still entitled to call ourselves
‘Ka jaidbynriew ba Tip
Briew Tip Blei’ (a community
that knows man and knows

God)? With all that’s
happening around us, how
many members of these
pressure groups who sing
paeans of martyrs and poets
honestly proclaim that they
truly ‘Kamai ia Ka Hok’ (earn
livelihood through honest
means)?

The trajectory of pressure
group movements in the
state right from the 1970s
was well documented in the
article and are now lessons
that we should all learn from.
We should no longer be
gullible or give in easily to
populist agitations. It is time
to question whether any
propagandist movement has
a possible outcome or not.
And even if it does, how it
will affect our lives. The
implementation of ILP will
definitely have regressive
impact on livelihoods as
tourism will definitely take a
hit. Guest house owners,
tourist and taxi drivers,
roadside vendors, tour
guides, local tourist soci-
eties, and the like are the
most vulnerable. We have
seen and heard how people
in Sohra-the most sought-
after tourist destination—

What ails MeECL and its subsidiaries -

Ani

It is said that sometime
in the late 18th century,
Benjamin Franklin, sold off
his possessions to fund
his research of the
lightning rod for
conducting electricity. In
Meghalaya today, funding
the generation , trans-
mission and distribution of
its electricity means
begging for loans from
third parties . Even the
payment of salaries of
employees has to be
financially engineered from
a loan.

The turmoil in MeECL
and its subsidiaries has
attracted extensive media
coverage . Lots of data and
figures have been bandied
around. They pertain to
revenue, expenditure,
loans, - corruption, agit-
ation by employees etc.,
some factual and some
distorted, thereby adding
regular fuel to the negative
public perception. The
purpose of the this op-ed
is to inform the public
about the in-depth malaise
afflicting the organization.
The public can judge for
themselves to what extent
they may willy-nilly also
own part of the problem.
The op-ed being expla-
natory in nature is also
lengthy and has therefore
been divided into two
parts.

Assets: The inheritance
of the State Electricity
Board by the state of
Meghalaya from Assam
had included both its
assets and liabilities .
Among the assets was
large amount of land worth
in multiple crores today.
Some of the land are in
prime locations — next to
National Highways and
scenic spots that are ideal
for creation of assets and
promotion of tourism.
Most of the land has been
practically lost due to
encroachment. Among the
encroachers are well placed
and influential elite of
society. Legally, the land
may have been acquired by
the State Government and
recorded in the Land
Registers of the respective
Deputy Commissioners
office. In practice, however,

some private individuals.

have managed to have the
lands registered as their
own private property. So
land records exist only in
name. Few attempts made
by the Corporation to
survey and demarcate the
Corporation’s lands to
arrest encroachment
(including. eviction of
squatters) and to settle
disputes by way of lease

or rent of its lands, have

been met with open
resistance from the said
individuals and even the
entire village.

Other assets include
dams, power houses,
power stations and sub-
stations - for generation,
transmission and distri-
bution activities, worth
literally. thousands of
crores. Electricity towers
and cables of all categories
stretching over hundreds
of kilometers all across the
state owned by the
Corporation are also worth

‘By Rudi Warjri

crores. The Corporation
also owns schools (read
land and infrastructure) and
buildings that it utilizes as
quarters and office space all
over the State. The main
complex that serves as the
Headquarters of the Corpor-
ation at Lumjingshai, is itself
worth crores today. Its
Inspection Bungalows
located in prime locations
are capable of generating
huge revenue returns. They
needed regular maintenance
and repairs. Even with
depreciation, these infrastr-
uctural, capital and revenue
assets together, still have a
very high net worth today.
A proper inventory and
assessment and valuation of
these assets, is of utmost
importance. Assets also
include human resources; in
other words the employees
of the organization.

Liabilities: Topmost
among the liabilities is
financial in the form of
mounting debts that it is
crippling the organization
every moment. Its survival
only depends on loans.
Paradoxically , the human
resource asset is also a
liability. There are about
3500 regular employees and
an equal number of
pensioners and about 1000
contractual employees. The
question arises about the
ration between the size of
the employees and pensio-
ners to the financial capacity
of the organization. The
other question is the output.
To the consumer the
frequent power cuts and
interruptions speak for
themselves. To the manage-
ment, it is the lack of
professionalism in the
execution of projects all the
way from preparation of
basic documents to
completion of projects;
several of them resulting in
cancellation of work orders
leading to losses in terms of
time, resources and mone-
tarily. The practice of
revision of estimates for
projects and delay in
delivery of services to the
paying public with the
attending inferences and
implications, has become the
norm. Accounts cannot be
closed on time, as a result of
which, the audit process is
delayed. Hence  the
Corporation is unable to
stand on a sound footing
when it needs to access
funds for the .implem-
entation of its various
projects.

Infrastructure: The
infrastructure of trans-
mission and distribution
lines is not as robust as it
should be. Their systematic
and planned upgradation
and maintenance has not
been taken up since their
commissioning. The Gover-
nment of India provides
funds for the strengthening
of the existing infrastructure
and the creation of
additional infrastructure,
which are to be utilized as
per the guidelines issued.
Failure to adhere to these
guidelines entails cance-
llation of funds in favour of
better performing States.

This in turn, affects funding
for future projects, resulting
in loss for the State.
Identification of viable
projects is  therefore
extremely crucial.

The Myntdu-Leshka
Hydro Electric project has
cost the State an enormous
sum. It can only generate
electricity during the
monsoon season. A very
advanced and sophisticated
monitoring system had been
installed for this project. A
generator had failed earlier
this year, which resulted in
loss of revenue running to
tens of lakhs per day. This
can happen only if the
monitoring system was
compromised or the data
provided by it was not given
due attention. A post
mortem of the failure should
be conducted to prevent the
same calamity from
happening in other dams of
the State as well.

There was a'monumental
failure of Unit I of Umiam —
Umtru Stage IV Power
Station which has remained
on emergency shut down
since August 5, 2019. Till
July 2020 the financial loss
to the Corporation was
about Rs 41 crore. An
Inquiry Report on the
causes and reasons for the
failure was conducted by Mr
1 Malcolm David Roy, Retd.
Executive Director, NEEPCO
Ltd. The Report was
submitted on August 7,
2020. The Report also
carried an observation,
“During my visit to the
Stage III and Stage IV Power
Stations, the condition of
housekeeping and upkeep
of the Power Stations were
found to be extremely poor
and unsatisfactory. Such
conditions reflect adversely
on the plant and its staff and
are indicative of the attitude
towards these precious
assets of the Corporation,
which can manifest even in
the quality of maintenance
of the equipment. Major
attention is  required
towards housekeeping”.

The electricity provided.

by the MeECL to its
consumers comes not only
from the power it generates
from its own Hydro Electric
projects but also from
Central Generating Stations
outside the State such as
NEEPCO, POWERGRID,
OTPC, etc. The power
procured from these Central
Generating Stations during
the year 2019-20 was
around 2008 Million Units at
a cost of Rs 967 crore
approximately (excluding
transmission charges of
around Rs.180 crores), out
of which, 238 Million Units
were sold outside the State
(for an amount of Rs.74 crore
approximately). The balance
of around 1770 Million
Units was available for sale
inside the State. However,
the total energy actually
sold within the State was
about 1212 Million Units (at
about Rs 713 crores). The
balance energy of 558
Million Units is un-
accounted for; the loss for
which, amounts to about Rs
360 crore, approximately, per

ndepth analysis — Part I

year.

Loss: To a layman loss
could be understood only
in terms of financial and
commercial loss. In
addition, there are also
technical losses. And
technical losses though
inevitable at times also add
up to the overall financial
loss. Further , the technical
loss is compounded by a
weakened power infrastr-
ucture due to wear and tear
over the years. The
situation is  further
aggravated by the absence
of field officers from their
post. Many of them
commute from their District
Headquarters and are not
immediately available when
exigencies arise. The delay
in attending to exigencies
that arise in the field adds
to the cost of repair and
maintenance.

There is also loss in the
actual distribution and
consumption of electricity
itself, inside the State. This
category of loss is caused
by theft of power by
persons/parties who are
not registered consumers of
the Corporation and
therefore can be deemed to
be illegal. It is also caused
by inadequate billing for
electricity consumed by
registered consumers (the
rate of realization is only Rs
5.58 per unit against the
tariff of R5.6.54 per unit
approved by the Megh-
alaya State Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(MSERC). The loss of Rs
0.96 per unit translates into
crores per year. This is
largely due to non-
detection of defective
meters and failure to
actually read the meters of
consumers, as there is no
enforcement of these
requirements by the field
officers and staff. When
these failures were detected
upon enforcement of these
procedures recently, an

outcry was raised against
‘inflated’ energy bills. That .

nobody wanted to verify
how this ‘inflation’ came
about, is another matter
altogether. The deficit in
payment of energy bills
over the years cumulated in
actual financial loss for the
Corporation which no one
wants to bear or take
responsibility for. The
shortfall in the income from
the sale of power (Rs 360
crores approximately, per
year) and the loss from
under-realization of revenue
is also in crores per year) .
All this adds up to a
combined loss of multiple
crores per year.

The Electricity Supply
Code has laid down detailed
instructions for the supply
of electricity to consumers.
If this Code had -been
complied  with, the
Corporation would find
itself in a much better
position financially, today.
Somehow, this revenue
leakage as a result of non-
compliance with this Code,
has been overlooked over
the years and has probably
still not been taken into
account, till date.

(To be concluded)

have suffered this year due
to prolonged closure and
diminution of tourist footfall.
Pertaining to the other
matters of the state, the
Honourable Governor’s
remark in a recent interview
with a reporter of a
vernacular Daily was indeed
very interesting. He
mentioned that in the four
months that he’s been here,
not a single politician or
civil society member that he
met spoke about the
prospects of the state. As
in the past, everyone has
joined the chorus of
jingoism. I sincerely hope
people will be prudent
enough to think beyond
outdated laws like the ILP,
deliberate about other
predicaments of the state,
and stand up for issues that
are more imperative. Blind
compliance to antagonistic
ideas of half-learned
wannabes must come to a
grinding halt. We must start
questioning to begin an
intellectual revolution of
sorts.
Yours etc.,
David Thangkhiew
Upper Shillong

Divisive
mindset!

Editor,

There is hardly any
element of surprise when
Subramanian Swamy dem-
ands tweaking of the national
anthem with special reference
to Sindh. While the reason
behind the antipathy of the
saffron brigade towards
Pakistan is obvious; their
allergy towards Tagore is
barely hidden. This even
while paying "lip service" to
the poet-philosopher, per-
haps due to his impeccable
liberal, secular humanitarian
all-embracing  mindset.
Tagore dared to accord a
much - higher pedestal to
humanity over silly patrio-
tism and considered "natio-
nalism" as a great menace
troubling Indians! How can
an outfit, always eager to play
its electoral trump card of
communalism rabid Hind-
utva, Islamophobia and
engaged in a vain exercise
dividing humanity on the
basis of religion and nation,
afford to respect accept or
even tolerate that ultimate
human being named Tagore!

This is the very reason
why- Kalyan Singh once
demanded removal of "Jana
Gana Mana" from the status
of national anthem as it is
nothing but "Tagore's tribute
to the British Raj/George V".
Vested interests are at play
to "purify” NCERT text books
by attempting to remove the
writings of the Nobel laureate
from it! If some heavyweight
claims that he "took birth" in
Visva-Bharati,  another
demands revision of the
national anthem on the pretext
that Sindh does not form part
of India anymore! Indeed how
can the name of a Pakistani
region "pollute” the national
anthem in "New India"! How
can a song celebrating the
diversity of Indian civilization
and culture be allowed to hold
its head high in these chauv-
inistic times!

It’s high time Swamy and
his ilk are enlightened about
the fact that "Jana Gana
Mana" is actually a great song
or poetry, not a mere textbook
of geography or general
knowledge enume-rating the
list of Indian provinces! It is
Tagore's tribute to the
traditional India and it's
people representing the

history

various cultures and regions
embedded in the geography.
Indeed Sindh does not exist
physically in the Indian map
any longer, but how can one
ignore the contribution of
Sindh towards economic or
cultural enrichment of pre-
partition India and which is
still continuing through its
indigenous people ie Sindhi
community who are part and
parcel of present day India and
no less Indian than say a
Gujarati or Marathi.

In the same breath shall we
discard Surya Sen and his
brave Chittagong comrades
who had sacrificed their lives
for Indian independence just
because that area falls in
present day Bangladesh? Will
we then discard chapters of
Mohenjodaro Harappa from
text books just
because those ancient Indus
valley sites are today located
in Pakistan? How can we
exorcise Sindh from our
national anthem and psyche,
the region which forms the
very genesis of the word
"India" and "Hindustan?"

Yours etc.,
Kajal Chatterjee,
Kolkata

Badgered economy

- Govt puts up
its hands!

By Shivaji Sarkar

2020 is a year every
individual would wish had
not been on the calendar.
The . devastation is
immeasurable. Corrections
are difficult. Getting back to
normal is not easy. Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman sums it up,
telling the Indian Chamber
of Commerce in Kolkata that
no amount of government
intervention is adequate for
pandemic-hit economy.

Early 2020, she says, green

shoots and revival signs
were visible, but it was
upturned by the pandemic.

No doubt the crisis has
hit the world over but a
complete lockdown of all
activities in the country
since March has created
enormous hardship for the
industry and the people
leading to job losses, bank
repayment crisis, severe -
23.9 .per cent
contraction and the race to
have a vaccine for an illusory
disease leading to collapse
of the health sector. Wealthy
Indians and those in the
formal sector covered by
government and private
insurance schemes are not
affected, but the poor are.

The hospitals are either
non-functional or emerged
charging the people at super
rates further adding to the
hardship. The farmers issue
may not have been there in
a normal economy but the
pandemic panic lockdown
has - accentuated the
problem with loss in income
as they could not sell their
products or sold at lower
price despite about Rs 1.5
lakh crore. doles announced
for their pension and
pandemic blues.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday told farmers
at Raisen, Madhya Pradesh
that they are today facing
the. problems because other

governments though made -

manifesto promises but did
precious little to make the
reforms real. Warehousing
and other promises made in
the three Bills -are the
panacea, he asserted.
However, reports coming
from Madhya Pradesh itself
say that amidst the new farm
laws and pandemic, State
mandis have taken a big hit.
Mandis at Shahdol and at
143 other places have seen
their revenues drop by a
whopping 40 to 50 per cent
in October, 2020 and an
overall business fall by 20
per cent after the Centre’s
farm laws came into effect.
The State Mandi Board
Managing Director Sann-
deep Yadaav, says the
mandis have recorded a
drop in business of about 20
to 25 per cent as a chunk of
business has started taking
place outside the mandis. In
2019, 259 mandis in MP
generated about Rs 1246

crore of revenue and paid Rs*

413 crore in taxes. The maize
prices have fallen to Rs 800

from Rs 1100 a quintal as no -

procurement of maize has
been done this year. So
despite another Rs 1600-
crore dole to the MP farmers
announced by Modi there is
nothing to cheer about.’
Amid such scenario the
GDP is projected to shrink
by 7.8 per cent to 10 per cent
by various rating agencies.

- An optimist Reserve Bank of

India says it will shrink by
7.5 per cent in December
monetary policy outlook
against its own projection of
9.5 per cent in October.

The pandemic has also
lowered India’s human
development ranking to 131
from 130 earlier in the UN
Human Development Index
report. This is a sad
reflection on the way the
country is taking care of its
people. The closure of
government activities have
seemingly affected the well
being of the people.

The loss of revenue and
consequent problems has
impacted the social system.
Overall spending, including
revenue expenditure, by the
Centre and States will rise
only 15 per cent over the Rs
33 lakh crore second half of
spent in the first half of the
fiscal 2020-21. The economy
has not received much
government support in the
second quarter, when
government expenditure fell

GDP

22 per cent, though post-
October there has been some
improvement.

"~ However, the State’s
capital expenditure (capex),
owing to GST tangle, have
sharply fallen by Rs 1.2 lakh
crore in the first half and is
likely to remain subdued in
the second half as well. It
may be one of the lowest in
recent years. and may
achieve no more than 46 per
cent of the budget target,
about Rs 3 lakh crore against
targeted Rs 6.5 lakh crore.
The public capex of States
and Centre and public sector
enterprises in 2019-20 was
aboutRs 5 lakh crore.

No wonder, Sitharaman
says that no amount of
government intervention
would improve the situation.
This is indicated by the
contraction for the eighth
consecutive month, the
output - of eight core
infrastructure sectors
dropped by 2.5 per cent in
October, mainly due to
decline in production of
c‘rude oil, natural gas,
refinery products and steel.

- The production of eight core

sectors had contracted 5.5
per cent in October 2019,
data released by the
Commerce and Industry
Ministry reveals.

The rising inflation at 7.6
per cent, petrol prices
shooting up every day
despite falling international
prices, reducing purchasing
power due to wage cuts or
job losses have convoluted
the market has hit the
country. The rise in steel and
cement prices have added
problems to the
infrastructure sectors. Steel
prices have risen by Rs 2500
to 2700 per tonne and cement
by Rs 60 to 90 a bag. The
consumer markets- are,
however, thriving and
touched normak -Fridges,

‘television and appliances

like dishwashers are finding
bulk consumers in tier 2; 3
and 4 cities. Some brands
like Tata’s are having 40 per
cent revenue from these
segments.

However, the industry is
not too confident about
ending the fiscal on a
positive note. Not all brands

-could have such booming

sales. Post-festivity a lull is
also being seen. It may be
recalled that the lull had set
in between December 2019
and March 2020 and had hit
the market, government
suppliers and even the
government itself had to cut
down its own expenses. So
blaming it all on the pandemic
is easy but not necessarily
correct. The core sector had

_a worse performance in 2019

and the present recovery is
tepid. Meanwhile, Credit
Suisse notes bottoming out
of the economic downturn as
it finds that post-October
growth stopped falling. Icra
Ratings say that the
technical recession to end
by March and limit the GDP
growth contraction to 7.8 per
cent. :

" This does not, however,
mean that all those migrant
labourers who had returned
from major metros could go
back to their work. Only small
numbers so far have been

-able to resume. This means

that the free food doles that
the government had
announced in April simply
cannot be withdrawn.

India, as per official
statistics, lost 99 lakh lives
due to COVID-10. There is a
catch. Nobody apparently
had a normal death since
March. This apart many with -
other ailments collapsed due
to lack of treatment. The
health care sector has lost
credibility and its revival
may not be easy.

It so happens that the
pandemic has helped cover
up the economic crisis
starting since October 2019,
when many  official
suppliers’ payment started
getting delayed along with
cuts in expenditures of
departments and
autonomous bodies. The
economy is facing low
revivals but higher costs as
prices rise. The correction
process may have been
delayed by the pandemic but
the fact remains that the
crisis is severe and cure is
not easy.—INFA
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Covid mutation more infectious
INDIA has banned all flights from the UK from |
Monday fearing that the new Covid strain that has
affected parts of that country might be carried by |
passengers from there. UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has announced another lockdown termed
as “stay at home,” in London and Southeast Eng-
land to combat the spread of the new strain. This
has put paid to peoples” hopes of celebrating Christ-
mas with lesser restrictions.

Other countries that have also temporarily banned
flights from the UK include Ireland, Germany,
France, ltaly, the Netherlands, Turkey, Belgium and
Switzerland. Medical experts have, however, said
that there is as yet no evidence to indicate that the
mutation causes a more severe form of Covid19 or
is resistant to any of the existing vaccine candidates.
Considering that viruses regularly mutate, the
SARS-Cov-2 (Covid) has also appeared in sev-
eral countries. The new strain was discovered by
the genomic surveillance of England’s Public Health
authorities. This was brought to the attention of the
UK Government on December 18 and this was
immediately communicated to the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

In India the process of opening up had begun
even while the lockdown since March 24 this year
had created its own sets of problems and has had a
devastating effect on industries and livelihoods. To
have the current strain of Covid restricting move-
ment of people, pushing many to work from home,
closing schools, colleges and universities yet again
would be disastrous. It is imperative that the health
care system is ramped up and testing improved so
that any sign of the variant in India is immediately
controlled. The new variant has appeared inde-
pendently in the UK and South Africa, and experts
say this is notunusual as viruses undergo numerous
mutations.

That this new variant should appear at a time when
a vaccine for the old one is yet to be fully available
is indeed unfortunate. But according to Dr Moncef
Slaoui, chief science adviser for the US govern-
ment’s vaccine distribution effort, the possibility that
the new variants will be resistant to existing vaccine
candidates is low, but not “inexistent.” Other re-
searchers also claim that the mutations may not be
resistant to existing vaccine candidates and will still
protect against them. Unlike influenza viruses, the
coronavirus evolves and mutates at a much slower

‘rate.

However as more people get vaccinated, re-
searchers expect the virus to evolve mutations that
will help make it resistant to vaccines in the future.
So the problem continues to baffle the world of sci-
ence and medicine. Everything today is tentative and
the economy does not seem to stand a chance against

the virus.

An indepth analysis (Part II)

What ails MeECL.
and its subsidiaries

~Meghalaya State Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (MSERC)

The Electricity Regula-
tions in Meghalaya 2007
under The Electricity Act,
2003 had constituted the
Meghalaya State Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(MSERC). Para 86 laid
down the functions of the
State Commission in detail.
In practice the Commission
is effective only with re-
spect to 86(a) of its func-
tion which means determin-
ing the tariff to be paid by
the consumer . The tariff
has remained fixed for the
last several years despite
the inflation. The cost of
power production, supply
and power purchase, had
called for a higher tariff.
Consequently, the cost of

production, transmission, -

distribution and purchase
of power, far outweighs the
revenue from sale of power.
In these circumstances, the
only possible outcome is fi-
nancial loss. Para 91 is
about Secretary, Officers
etc of the Commission. As
can be seen in the appoint-
ment of persons to posts in

the Commission’s office, .

the Rules followed by the
State Government with re-
gard to their eligibility cri-
teria such as age, qualifica-

tion, etc., have not been fol--

lowed. Some officials enjoy
their appointment without
any retirement. Interest
business groups also play
in determining tariffs. Gov-
ernment should review the
functioning of the Commis-
sion else it has become

more of an institution to -

accommodate retired bu-
reaucrats.
Unbundling:Upon its
corporatization, the Board
was re-organized into four
Companies; the Meghalaya
Energy Corporation Limited
(MeECL) as the parent
Company  with  the
Meghalaya Power Genera-
tion Corporation Limited
(MePGCL), Meghalaya
Power Transmission Cor-
poration Limited (MePTCL)
and the Meghalaya Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited (MePDCL) as its
subsidiary Companies. One
basic requirement upon its
corporatization is the
unbundling (separation) of
the accounts of the
MePGCL, MePTCL and
MePDCL from the ac-
counts of the MeECL. This
would have ensured true
and correct accounting
while at the same time, ap-

_portioning responsibility

among the companies. It
has been ten years since
the corporatization of the
MeECL. The accounts of
these Companies have not
been unbundled till date.
This should have been the
foremost priority of the Ac-
counts Wing. The absence
of a full time Director of Ac-
counts for a very long time

By Rudi Warjri

has worsened the situa-

- tion. Even thé most basic

of tasks, including identi-
fying and putting a check
on wasteful expenditure, is
proving to be difficult. The
combination of inadequate
funds and wasteful ex-
penditure is a recipe for
disaster, which is begin-
ning to manifest itself in
the agitation by the em-
ployees unfolding before
our very eyes.

The failure to unbundle
the accounts of the differ-
ent Companies, means that
the parent Company has to
juggle the affairs of each
subsidiary company, be-
sides its own, which is a
mammoth task in
itself.The nebu- lous
character of this“g, -
arrangement
impedes theNeg
growth- of the
individua
companies. With
no proper demarca- g
tion and delineation of

powers, there s,
nothing to prevent jo&
overlapping of £
jurisdictions and |
authority and §
subversion of the.
protocols and
procedures |
necessary to

sustain the Companies
themselves. Despite mara-
thon Board meetings it is
not possible to scrutinize
proposals and propose
proper checks and bal-
ances.

Management, Board of
Directors, Government
ete: o
The CMD or Chairman cum
Managing Director is the
Chief Executive of the
Board. Some. CMDs have
tried innovative strategies
and methods with regard -
to revenue generating.
Bonds were floated. Its .
success however also de-
pends on the credit-worthi-
ness or rating of the cor-
poration. In the midst of
the Pandemic another
CMD had mobilized volun-
teers to do the meter read-
ing and billing just to meet
the revenue target that at
least had enabled the pay-
ment of the salaries of the
employees on time .

. The Board of Directors
include two Independent
Directors (IDs) who act
like watchdogs and repre-
sent public interest in the
Board. Their effectiveness
however depends solely
on the information and in-
puts made available to
them by the management
with all its limitations which
runs contrary to the ap-
proved practices and
norms followed by Compa-
nies. '

The Corporation also
requires legal expertise that
can protect its embattled

interests and vulnerable as-
sets. Lack of proper scru-
tiny and vetting of the con-
tracts it enters into, will
harm its interests. The is-
sues that the Corporation
finds itself embroiled in,
whether they relate to ac-
quisition of land for
projects, breach of its con-
tracts, encroachment of its
lands, processes related to
taxation procedures, peti-
tions before the State Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion or Electricity Tribunals
or various other litigations,
can only be resolved with
the aid of sound legal coun-
sel.

It has been almost fifty
years since the Board, now
Corporation, has been
handed over to the State of
Meghalaya. In all these

years, there has been
b, Nno visible action or
initiative taken by
the Government to
address or halt the
problems faced by
sthe Corporation. It
is incomprehensible
that the public
should be made
. to pay, in more
ways than
k one, for the

the Government. The void
left by the inaction and stu-
pefaction of the Govern-
ment is a fertile ground for
the interplay of the per-
sonal interests of pressure
groups, delinquent employ-
ees who do not want to be
accountable for dereliction
of their duty, and politicians,
whether accomplished or in
the making. These actors
stoke the fires of unrest
without delving into the
root of the problem, which
perhaps, if practised over
the years, could have
benefitted the Corporation.

At this juncture, it would
be wise for the reader to re-
member that this is not the
failure of only the present
Government. As tempting
as it may be to politicize the
issue, it will not do much
good. The heat and dust
only increase the attrition
without offering any con-
crete way forward. The
MeECL did not deteriorate
overnight. There are many
contributing factors that
have led to this situation, a
few of which have been
mentioned above.

Way forward:In this dig-
ital age, electricity is a basic
and essential requirement.
The COVID scenario has
seen a shift from ‘offline’ to
‘online’ mode of execution
of all kinds of official, com-
mercial and economic activi-
ties, including academic and
other professional activities
which cannot be sustained
in the absence of regular
and efficient power supply.

For such a tidal wave of
problems, there is no easy
solution.

(1))The Corporation could

identify its liabilities and

weaknesses whenever and
wherever they are detected,
whether in its human re-
sources, infrastructure, ad-
ministration or management
and deal with them compre-
hensively and conclusively.
Rules provide the backbone
and skeleton for every or-
ganization. Reluctance to
administer the Rules will lead
to the collapse of the admin-
istration and ultimately, the
power supply structure.
The Inquiry Report by Mr
Malcolm David Roy should
be studied and taken seri-
ously . The report reflects
among other things the
work culture in MeECL etc.

(ii)More focus to capac-
ity enhancement and skill
training. All its employees

must be grounded in the

concept of the word ‘Cor-
poration’ and the duties and
responsibilities required of
them. They must not, under
any circumstance, be led to
believe that the Manage-
ment and the Government
exist only to pay their sal-
ary. It is important for them
to understand that they are
responsible for their own
revenue and that failure to
perform their duties will
have a disastrous impact on
the Corporation. }

. (iii))MeECL etc is basi-
cally an operational body.
Government should leave
the entire operation to the
Management under the
CMD and not interfere in its
day to day activities like ten-

-ders, purchases , contracts

etc.
(iv)One way of reducing
cost on the billing and rev-

-enue generating system is

to make the Smart meter
mandatory.

(v)Government must
come out with a comprehen-
sive Power Policy that would
tap.all sources of energy
from conventional to renew-
able. The workload of
MSERC should be
optimized as per the Elec-
tricity act 2003.

(vi)I am not advocating
that Government should sell
its family silver just to meet
the crisis. However,
outsourcing services espe-
cially proven successful in
other States should be seri-
ously considered .

(vii) In fine, it calls for a
fundamental change in
mindset by all stakeholders
from the Government all the
way to the consumers.

“We cannot solve our
problem with the same
thinking we used when we
created them” - Albert Ein-
stein _

(The writer is former dip-
lomat and is also the Ex —
Independent  Director,
MeECL , etc) '

V TO THE EDITOR

o cause it is detrimental to
Pressure their livelihoods. Do our

groups don’t 'saviours' even listen?
o The demands of pres-
reﬂect SOClety sure groups do not reflect
what our society wants.
Editor For the common man,

The 'saviours’ of our
state, namely the pressure
groups which are sud-
denly so vocal about the
ILP, have continually
failed to stand up for the
rights of our people when-
ever it was required. All
through these years, our
state has featured at the
bottom half when it comes
to calculation of economic
progress. Now that our
Khasi brothers and sisters
are  making  steady
progress, there is no sup-
port or empowerment from
such 'saviours.” Moreover,
do they even consult any
stakeholders? Time and
again our fellow rural farm-
ers, who toil hard and were
also affected bitterly by
the pandemic, have made
it known that they do not
support such means and
methods of persuasion of
the pressure groups be-

long-pending concerns of
basic rights like education,
health and employment
still take precedence over
anything else. This is not
to say that preservation of
culture is not important.
But what is required much
before that is establishing
a self-sustaining ecosys-
tem where we are able to
produce sufficiently for
our own needs. Only then
can cultural preservation
thrive in such an atmos-
phere.

But our 'saviours' have
no time to understand this
because all they require
from time-to-time is an is-
sue to protest over and
gain some limelight. They
have not created any tan-
gible benefits for our peo-
ple so far. Why must they
stil} be seen as relevant?

Yours etc.,
Patrick Kurbah,
Via email

Gratitude to
MeECL,CMD

Editor,

The MeECL Pensioners’
Association heaved a sigh
of relief after the ‘Chairman-
Cum-Managing Director
(CMD) of MeECL released
the pension for the month
of Oct, 2020. The Associa-
tion hopes that as per his
commitment and assurance
in the last meeting held in
his chamber the pension for
the month of November,
2020 will also be released
within this week before
Christmas Festival.

The Association ex-
presses its deepest grati-
tude and immense thankfui-
ness to CMD, Arunkumar
Kambhavi for being a man
of not only words and prom-
ises but also of deeds and
action. The Association in-
deed reposes full faith on
him that henceforth pen-
sioners will not suffer any
tension due to inordinate
delay of payment of
monthly pension.

The Association wishes
him good health and long

life for all years to come.
) Yours etc.,
B.S. Mawlong, Advisor
MeECL Pensioners
Association Shillong

Is India lucky
to escape

sanction?

Editor,

In the second week of
this current month, the
United States of America
had deemed seven coun-
tries in the world which in-
clude Pakistan, China Iran
and one of our nearest
neighbours Myanmar, etc.,
as countries of ‘particular
concerns’ as far as reli-
gious freedom for their citi-
zens is concerned. These
countries are accused of
giving leeway to the sys-
tematic on-going violations
against religious minorities.
On the premise of such re-
ports the United States
government has in no un-
certain terms warned the
countries in question to
mend their ways or face
outright sanctions. It was,
therefore, an immense relief

that India was exonerated
from this disconcerting list.

However, in the early
parts of this year, the US
Commission on Interna-
tional Religious freedom
had downgraded India to
its lowest ranking, in its re-
port. Fortunately, Prime
Minister Modi being in the
good books of the Trump
administration managed to
get a reprieve in the end,
else India could have been
bracketed with the afore-
said rogue countries. Either
way, with the exit of Trump
and the assumption of the
Biden administration within
a few days, the implication
of the case may not be as
identical. President Biden
may be less disposed to-
wards India, contextualized
on the latest love-jihad leg-
islation, favoured virtually
by all the BJP ruled states,
or the recently passed Uttar
Pradesh Unlawful Religious
Conversion Prohibition Or-
dinance, 2020. Although
India may dismiss such
charges but the stark
stigma would continue to
bedevil the psyche of India,
being the largest democ-

racy in the world.

But going by the bare
objective ground realities,
it is being reported that re-
ligious minorities in India
are in the throes of social
disabilities. I have read on
social media how the small
minority of Christians in
Chhattisgarh had suffered
under the previous: saffron
regime like being denied re-
ceipt of some social ameni-
ties implemented by the au-
thorities. And what is more
unnerving is that the Ro-
man Catholic mission was
prevented from building a
Church in its periphery by
the right-wingers citing
glib reasons pertaining to
lands disputes etc. Hence
the said strip of land was
thus left fallow. The same
measure of hostility, it is
feared, is replicated in most
BJP ruled states. Come
what may, I pray that our
hallowed country, India,
would still not figure in the
above blacklisted countries
even next year. But can In-
dia get lucky again? We are
left to wonder!

Yours etc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh,
Via email

(SIX)

Stubborn Govt

Who cares for
farmers, poor?

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

At a time when farmers
are agitating for their rights
and the entire Opposition
supporting them, the Gov-
emment’s stance of unwill-
ing to budge is very unfor-
tunate. Worse, the message
that goes out to the thou-
sands of farmers across the
country is that they are cer-
tainly not a priority for this

government. Instead its en-

ergies are being spent on the
Central Vista project, esti-
mated to cost over Rs 20,000
crore and aims to erect new
buildings for Parliament, the
Central secretariat and the
residences of the Prime Min-
ister and the Vice President.
Both the health sector and
the economy too take a back
seat! Some experts believe
that the bhavans (govern-
ment ministries) in Delhi re-
flect Soviet-style architec-
ture and the clunky look very
much mirrored the dominant
political paradigm of the
time. Thus, these need to be
replaced with modern archi-
tecture without analysing
deeply the exchequer’s abil-
ity to meet this massive ex-
penditure. Receritly, an ana-
lyst pointed out that this
project will create jobs as if
this wasteful expenditure is
the ideal way for employ-
ment generation.

Though the Supreme
Court allowed Prime Minis-
ter Modi to lay the founda-
tion stone for the Vista, the
three-judge bench recorded
an undertaking from the
government that no further
construction, demolition or
tree removals would be
taken up until the court de-
cided on the batch of PILs

seeking scrapping.of the’

project. Besides, the envi-
ronmental concern, the fi-
nancjal condition of the
country- is far from encour-
aging, specially due to the
prolonged pandemic-in-
duced lockdown. -

- With the farmers agitat-
ing in biting cold for the past
three weeks, Congress
spokesperson -Randeep
Surjewala very rightly
pointed out: *“Modiji, his-
tory will record that when
lakhs of farmers were fight-

ing on the streets for their:

rights, you were building a
palace for yourself in the

garb of Central Vista project. -

In a democracy, power is not
fulfilling personal whims but
amedium of public serve and
welfare”. Many others have
pointed out that the govern-
ment is snatching the fun-
damental rights of the poor
and accuse the government
and Modi of “This is a crime
against humanity. We will
have to honour the rights of
every section of society for
a better future for India”
The farmers are clearly
dissatisfied with the govern-
ment’s proposals to make
amends and demand a com-

‘plete scrapping and codifi-

cation of the MSP regime in
law. The protest is also
against the Prime Minister’s
observation of private in-
vestments in farming made
at the recent Annual General
Meeting of FICCI, confirm-
ing their farmers’ worst fears.
As he himself stated: “In the
fields of supply chain, cold
storage and areas like ferti-

.lisers etc. both interest and

investments of the private
sector are needed.” The
Prime Minister further ob-
served “After reforms, farm-
ers will get new benefits of
technology. The country’s
cold storage infrastructure
will be modern. By doing this,

there will be more invest-

ments in agriculture that will
benefit farmers”. But tech-
nology does not reach small
or even medium farmers and
all this is intended at
corporatisation of the agri-
cultural sector. Surely, the
government must try to be
more convincing.

Other than the farmers
protest which has come into
sharp focus, the govern-
ment has sadly completely
lost its focus on priorities
that need to be focused and
allocation of resources dur-
ing these unprecedented
times, with the pandemic
having added to an already
beleaguered  economy.

Much is being said and writ-
ten about the vaccine, but if
it has to be given at reduced
rate or preferably free to the
poor, the EWS and the low
income groups, who consti-
tute 80 per cent of the Indian
population, the government
would need to shell out a
whopping amount for the
project. Who will foot the
bill? Though the expenditure
may be insignificant in the
current fiscal, fund require-
ment in 2021-22 would be
substantial and this should
not be left to the mercy of
the States.

The priority of public
health in national policies,
resources and investments
has been missing. As is well
known, the past year has
shown unknown, communi-=
cable pandemic without any
effective cure but managed
through non-therapeutic
measures like distancing and
masks etc. in treating high
infection volumes all over the
country. The very poor pub-
lic health infrastructure and
investment deficit were se-
verely exposed in the pan-
demic, including the hurried
augmentation of capacities.
The public health gap has
been reviewed by the 15th
Finance Commission whose
chairman stated that public
health expenditure needs to
immediately increase from
the current 0.95 per cent to
at least 2.5 per cent. But it
seems the government is not
listening. ‘

The financial distress of
the Union government is
well manifest but it is the
States that are suffering the
most. Though the economic
situation would improve in
the second half of the cur-
rent fiscal, there is nothing
to be complacent about. The -
government it appears is de~

pendent on the private sec- » .

tor for everything and wants
companies to come out with.
investment but they may not
be in a position to do so.
Investment has to come pri~
marily from the government
and the public sector.
Meanwhile, the ratio of
private consumption to GDP
has fallen and this suggests
that the incomes of working
people must have fallen
even more than GDP in this
period. The share of govern-
ment. consumption expendi-
ture in GDP has also declined
during the second quarter of
the current fiscal. When GDP
declines and government’s
tax revenue goes down, its
expenditure, a large part of
which consists of salary pay-
ments, does not go down to
an equivalent extent.
Analysts and econo-
mists have rightly pointed
out that the orientation of the
government’s policies .is
geared towards the corpo-
rate sector and the leading
ones witnessed a jump in
profitability even in the first
half of the current fiscal when
migrant workers and eco-
nomically weaker sections
suffered immensely. Some of

_them are still in a critical situ-

ation even now.

The attitude of the gov-
ernment is geared towards
improving its image amongst
the people through propa-
ganda without bothering to
think how the incomes of the
marginalized segments can
be increased. In this connec-
tion, it may be mentioned
that, unlike most countries,
India does not have a sec-
tor-wise perspective plan for
the next 20/25 years and
even the strategy to be
adopted every five years.
The political leadership ap-
pears to be only interested
in changing and renaming
schemes and dishing out
political messages.

In the present situation,
there needs to be careful
planning, at least for the
coming fiscal, but it appears
that government bureaucrats
and technocrats are ‘not re-
sponding to the crisis situa-
tion or are under pressure to
toe the political line. Even
neutral - economists are
highly crucial of government
policies, which they think are
obviously not based on ju-
dicious logic.---INFA
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Knowledge is power. Information is

liberating. Education is the premise
of progress, in every society,
in every family.”
-- Kofi Annan
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TMC in a quandary

THE Trinamool Congress is on the defensive in West
Bengal after the group exit of several legislators of
the party. Led by senior leader and right-hand man
of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, rebel leader
Suvendu Adhikari, the ML As and several function-
aries of local bodies acted in unison to embarrass
the chief minister and the party. This, significantly, in
the run-up to the May Assembly polls for which the
Election Commission's initial steps have begun.
Clearly, the BJPhas got a fresh shot in the arm in its
attempt to turn the electoral tables on Mamata
Banerjee. At the same time, a close study of the
defection drama shows many, if not all, of them
feared sidelining in the TMC for one reason or the
other. o

Election strategist Prashant Kishor clearly played
arole in hastening the exit of these leaders from the
party. He had expressed the view to the CM that
about half the ML As would need be replaced in
the next TMC candidate list for the assembly polls.
An organisational revamp too along the lines rec-
ommended by Kishor sent shivers down the spines
of local level functionaries. Under the circumstances,
it was easy for the BJP to exploit the situation to its
advantage. Yet, what needs be noted is also that
Mamata Banerjee won polls exclusively on the ba-
sis of her personal charisma and direct appeal among

the masses. She.still stands head and shoulders’

above other leaders in the state.

What must also not escape attention is that the
TMC is essentially a party of defectors from other
parties like the CPI-M and the Congress. That was
how she scripted the obituaries for these two par-
ties in West Bengal. Defection being written in the
DNA of the TMC this could happen again. How
many more would defect to the BJP in the coming
weeks is anyone's guess. BJP has money power
and manipulative edge because of its hold at the
Centre.

Mamata ably fought against PM Modi and the
BJP forlong. She can be trusted to fight back until
her last breath, though this is affecting the develop-
ment aspirations of West Bengal. She has already
got in touch with veteran Opposition politicians like
Sharad Pawar to open a united front against the
BJP, Modi and home minister Amit Shah.

What gives hope to the BJP is the fact that it has
won nearly as many seats as the TMC in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. The dynamics for LS polls and
assembly polls differ but it is doubtful if Mamata
can keep her flock together. Having come this far,

{ TO THE EDITOR

Amit Shah is bound to go for the kill.

~ Hacking ourselves
- to death |

By Patrick Kurbah

On Dec 21, Deputy Chief
Minister Prestone Tynsong
inaugurated the entry-exit
point at Umling. Ironically,
on the same day, the mom-
ing Shillong Times paper
had a front-page article
‘Spectre of doom and gloom
for Sohra tourism.” While
the current reasons for the
plummet in tourism may
largely be related to the pan-
demic, the picture is not too
distant from what is likely to
come for our major revenue
generator if we continue to
install barriers of entry into
the state.

To be honest, negotia-
tions for the right things
have never happened in our
state because once an issue

-is solved, there is nothing

major to politicise and run
as pertinent issues for form-
ing public perception. The
issue of influx for instance.
Meghalaya shares a 443-km
border with Bangladesh,
guarded by the Border Se-
curity Force, which are po-
rous and not fenced in many
parts. This is the main cause
of illegal immigration. If our
politicians and so-called
pressure groups really
wanted the issue solved,
they would talk to the cen-
tre regarding the strength-
ening of our borders. Real-
istically, this would have
been a much better solution
to consider than setting up
of entry-exit points or rally-
ing for the Inner Line Permit
(ILP), because it is also in
the national interest to make
borders strong.

Moreover, such a meas-
ure does not cause any hin-
drance to any other citizen
of the country for coming
and visiting the state, either
for tourism purposes or for
business and education

- purposes. In this circum-

stance, even the issue of
influx largely gets minimised
because our constitutional
fathers foresaw the need for
protection of indigenous
communities of northeast
and therefore proposed a
strong shield of .the Sixth
Schedule. Due to the pres-
ence of this constitutional
protection and the estab-

-lishment of the Meghalaya

Transfer of Land (Regula-
tion) Act, 1971, the property
rights and the rights of leg-
islature stay with the local
communities.

As of today, 92 percent
of state assembly seats can
only be contested by indig-
enous tribal communities of
the state. In terms of prop-
erty, more than 95 percent
of land is held by the indig-
enous people, with the per-
centage growing even more
now that people of many
communities are leaving the
state after having faced
enough of the nuisance and
xenophobia caused by pres-
sure groups. '

Even after that if influx is
still an issue, the Meghalaya
Residents' Safety and Secu-
rity Act (MRSSA) currently
takes care of that, where ten-

Education sans
ethics equals
intellectual
indigestion

Editor,

The recent article by
Patricia Mukhim entitled
“Education: The only game-
changer” (ST 18 Dec, 2020.)
was very thought-provok-
ing. The writer laments - I
have rarely met parents who
would say they want their
kids to be ethical humans
with respect for the rights
of others; children who will
not discriminate on the ba-
sis of community, ethnicity,
religion or other such divi-
sive factors that are cur-
rently emerging.....” These
few words touched me more
than anything. It led me to
dive deeper into the matter
concerning the present
condition of education and
the consequences thereof.

In my personal observa- -

tion, the definition of EDU-
CATION in modern times 1s
crisp and direct. Be good at
your chosen area of stud-

course. Who cares about
the ethical norms if the dis-
ciplines chosen have been
endorsed by the main-
stream academic! What was
ethically outrageous has
now become the new nor-
mal. You can be excessively
cunning, self-centered,
uncompassionate, biased,
or even illogical, but still,
you can be academically
qualified and you would be
applauded. Only thing is
that you need to maneuver
yourself with an air of dig-
nity and ostentation that
appeals to the masses.

Dr. X, a noted neurosur-
geon of a certain city is un-
kind, arrogant and lecher-
ous. But he is a much-
sought-after medical pro-
fessional. He has mastered
every part of your nervous
system. Since he can deftly
deal with your delicate
nerves, you have no right
to question his unre-
strained testosterone and
other personal failings.
Moreover, in his vast study
of science, there is literally
no exclusive emphasis that
he must be ethically accept-
able after attaining academic
proficiency.

Similarly, our advocate
for justice can be a tricky
fox. He can cook up crafty
schemes to squeeze out fees
mercilessly from his unsus-
pecting clients. For the sake
of money, he can drag on
cases for several months,
nay several years. Any fear
that his qualification will be
derecognized? There is no
such precedent. Therefore,
a lawyer these days can also
go to the extent to prove a
wrong as a right and vice-
versa. Has a deviant rapist
not got away through a law-
yer’s contrived design and
legal skills? A murderer gets
acquitted if he can hire a
high-profile lawyer.

Look at the legislators.

that govern us. Many of
them are involved in the
most unethical activities and
high-voltage corruption.
What can we expect when
lawmakers are the first to
break the laws? Just the
other day I happened to
watch a video clip by a frus-
trated social activist from
West Bengal — Ms. S.
Chakraborty who is actively
associated with Human
Rights. With an intense
surge of anger, she thun-

ants are to furnish informa-
tion to police stations and
to local authorities. This not
only takes care of the issue
of property possession, so
acutely related to citizen-
ship, but also helps in for-
mation of a databank to un-
derstand the numbers of
migration. More so, the re-
tention of traditional insti-
tutions also forms as a
strong check measure.

With such stringent
measures in.place, no delib-
eration has happened so far
within all the stakeholders
of the state as to why a de-
mand for ILP, an amended
MRSSA, or entry-exit
points is still warranted.
The only deliberation that
has happened so far has
been amongst political lead-
ers, whose only vested in-
terest in this debate is to win
elections and retain power,
in which members of the
august civil society have
time and again refuted the
installation of any more bar-
riers for the state.

This refutation from the
civil society is very well
warranted because every
time the topic of influx flares
up in the state, motives of
pressure groups and politi-
cal leaders start from ‘pres-
ervation of culture by curb-
ing illegal immigration’ and
end at ‘no outsiders.” The
derogatory nature of the
term ‘'outsider' in a
globalised world, especially
when said with the worst of
intentions, cannot be dis-
cussed enough given the
fact that we have always

been taught to see our fel--

low countrymen as our
own. Our indigenous frater-
nity will agree that barring

“few incidents involving ig-

norant and mindless people,
there have hardly been in-’
stances that they have not
been welcomed when they
step into the native lands
of other communities all

across India. Our children -

have studied in cities like
Delhi, Hyderabad,
Bangalore and Kolkata for
better quality education,
have worked for securing
good jobs in some of the top
firms, and have come out to
be stellar humans of appre-
ciation. And yet today, in a
thriving world of diversity,
creativity and excellence,
our state is finding ways to
add more barriers for our
state, staying in denial that
it will not affect anything,
but very well knowing the
harms.

It is over simplified for
anyone to say that barriers
will not affect anything.
States which currently have
the ILP today, namely
Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Mizoram and
Nagaland, have a Gross
State Domestic' Product
(GSDP) much below that of

Meghalaya. Such states,

even till date, are not seen

as lucrative destinations of
business and economic de-
velopment. The resultant? A
high number of youths stay-
ing unemployed, migration
of young people to other
states to take up meagre-
paying jobs, and in worst
cases, militancy. The borrow-
ings of such states from the
centre has also been grow-
ing every year because of
the lack of revenue generat-
ing streams.

In Meghalaya, though we
are very marginally better
off, our situation is not very
different and will be wors-
ened furthermore, if we do
not end up creating effi-
ciency for revenue genera-
tion. Pressure groups will not
do that for us. Along with
that, there also has to be in-
vestment in job capacity
creation and skilling. It is not
enough for us to be satis-
fied with few institutions of
national importance. We
have to go beyond that to
try and build more such in-
stitutions which can remain
sustainable and beneficial
for a larger number of peo-
ple. These are the real issues
of our state today. India be-
ing a nation with a large
young population dividend,
in Meghalaya we are wast-
ing this.

It has to be mentioned
separately and much more
exclusively that coal cannot
be a major revenue genera-
tor as it has environmental
implications and is bound to
extinguish in stock. It is not
sustainable.

‘However, I am not mak-
ing any new arguments here.
Many people, much more
learned, have made such ar-
guments before me. But it
apparently seems that pres-
sure groups have more say
in the state’s functioning-
than the civil society. Dis-
guised as student unions
and youth fronts, it is the
safest claim to make that a
majority of the members of
such groups are either drop-
outs, unemployed or have
ambitions to make the easi-
est entry into politics by
constantly staying in the
limelight by making tall
claims. They have been
asked repeatedly in many
interviews by the media of
the importance of having
measures like ILP, given that
many other safeguards al-
ready exist. Their simple an-
swer — because it is needed
for protecting our people.
There is no nuance in their
arguments, no understand-
ing of the comparative harms
and benefits, and of course,
no consideration of our own
people who have been ve-
hemently stating that they
do not appreciate such meas-
ures because it hampers their
livelihood. Such a voice has
been even stroriger from the
section of our society who
have suffered bitterly due to
the pandemic and know

what it means to work hard
for a living. Interestingly
enough, the pressure
groups have never taken up
their issues. At this point, it
does seem more personal
for them; it was never about
the people of the state be-
cause they were never con-
sulted in the first place. De-
spite this, our governing in-

-stitutions continue to act at

the whims of such groups.

For any ecosystem to
exercise self-sustenance,.
the foremost requirement is
to evolve with time, adapt
to circumstances and then
devise mechanisms through
which self-reliance can be
sought. Self-reliance can
only be made functional in
today’s world if there are
sufficient resources for eve-
ryone, knowledge on how
to utilise the resources and
then creating sufficient room
for everyone to generate
more of such resources for
the system. Of course,
every ecosystem which we
have seen in early history
strove for self-sustenance.
But given the irony of the
lack of équitable distribu-

. tion, people formulated mu-

tually beneficial alliances for
sustenance through sharing
of resources, ideas and
wealth. This model holds
true for the globalised world
of today, where none can
claim that the prospects of
growth come without any
interdependence. This is
how the human race
progresses. This is what we
direly need for the state of
Meghalaya given the
unutilised potential and the
demand of growth from so-
ciety, :

We need to stop playing
to the tunes of pressure-
groups, who have never
stood up. for our progress.
We need to voice our con-
cerns in numbers against
any measure which we think
will be detrimental to us.
Staying silent is not an op-
tion today when we are go-
ing towards regression, be-
cause tomorrow we will not
have anything left to fight
for.

To end, a utilitarian and
noted philosopher John
Stuart Mill had said some-
thing which holds water
even today, “It is hardly
possible to overstate the
value, in the present low
state of human improve-
ment, of placing human be-
ings in contact with other
persons dissimilar to them-
selves, and with modes of
thought and action unlike
those with which they are
familiar ... Such communi-
cation has always been, and
is peculiarly in the present
age, one of the primary
sources of progress.”

(The author is an inde-
pendent legal consultant in
Bengaluru) Email:
kurbahpatrick@ gmail.com

dered -- “West Bengal Chief
Minister is a hardcore des-

‘pot who has used her ad-

ministrative machinery to
torture people who protest
or disagree with her style of
functioning. In spite of be-
ing the Head of the state

she has blood-thirsty party

cadres who have allegedly
murdered so many people
against whom even FIR can-
not be lodged.....” Is it be-
cause of lack of education
that the Bengal CM has
acted this way? No, not at
all! Mamata Banerjee has a
high degree of academic
qualifications. What’s more,
Didi has additionally been
crowned with a Doctorate of
Literature degree by Cal-
cutta University. Will this
academic honour be taken
away now when she has
abused the constitutional
power unethically? That we
“tolerate” such abnormality
in our leaders is a serious
question to all citizens who
brag about the power of de-
mocracy. Have we actually
lost our intellectual “pru-
dence”? It calls for serious
soul-searching.

Don’t be surprised but
our spiritual masters of vari-

ous religions are not far be-
hind. Many of them have
been caught committing the
most satanic acts and so on.
How do you define the cus-
todians of spiritual values
who throw ethics to the
wind? What about the ter-
ror activities hurting human-
ity which have roots in reli-
gious fanaticism?

In the entertainment
world, the lesser said the
better. Every human abnor-
mality is on display and
every imaginable bestiality
feasted upon. Have we ever
thought about our tender
kids who have been exposed
to all these immoralities? Our
silence is itself blameworthy.

What I've cited here as
examples are just the tips of
the iceberg. In every sphere
of life, we see ethics being
trampled to pieces. In one’s
eyes, our present education
has completely failed to in-
culcate human values,
which must have been the
“first requisites” of educa-
tion. Amidst the glitter. of
gross education, our system
of academia has lost sight
of ethics. I don’t think the
greatest thinker Albert Ein-
stein was wrong when he

"prized" moral values over
education with facts and
figures. He has “fore-

-warned” society by pro-

claiming — “The most impor-
tant human endeavor is the
striving for morality in our

“actions. Only morality in

our actions can give beauty
and dignity to life.” This
rational scientist did not
stress on the accumulation
of raw information that
tends to run riot.
Education without ethics
has only led to intellectual
indigestion. This sickness
has rapidly been draining
away the very strength of
humanity and inner values
from society. I wish we had
listened to what Einstein
said about ethics as we had
listened to his “MC square”
and “Theory-of Relativity”.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong
Times

Focus on building
human capital

By Ajit Ranade

The macroeconomic
winds are blowing favour-
ably as we enter the New
Year. The stock markets are
at an all-time high. Share
price indices are up nearly
60 percent from their lows of
March. The stock market is
supposed to be a harbinger
of economic times to come,
so clearly it is indicating a
strong revival. Liquidity in
the banking system is more

than ample. The interest rates .

are at multi-decadal lows.
The gap between Indian and
Western policy rates is the
lowest it has been in a long
time. Coupled with inflation
rates above 6 percent.What
this means is that for bor-
rowers the real interest rates
are close to zero or negative.
This should bring cheer to
the government which is the

.biggest borrower in the sys-

tem, or to those contemplat-
ing taking a home loan, or
those businesses planning
to raise loans for expansion.
The September ending quar-
ter showed spectacular
growth in corporate profits
across many sectors. The
lead indicator, called pur-
chasing managers’ index has
been expressing bullish ex-
pansion for four months in
row. If all this business con-
fidence manifests'in a robust
rise in hiring and recruitment,
and visible job creation, then
that will give a boost to con-
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sumer confidence as well.
Both business and con-

sumer confidence build on
-each other.” So,'a positive

virtuous circle would be
greatly welcome. The fi-
nance minister is promising
a budget like never before,
which hopefully is signaling
a big spending stimulus.
Spending on infrastructure
will benefit allied sectors like
construction, and of course
employment.

And yet it is worth point-
ing out the grim side. Firstly,
despite an anticipated sharp

| V-shaped recovery next year,

the fact is that this year has
been a recession. We are
going to have a reduction in
GDP and national income
by about 8 to 10 percent. a
sharp recovery next year of
say 10°to 12 percent, would
still mean that over two years
the net income growth is

barely above zero. Secondly,

due to measures like the
harsh lockdown, and earlier
slowdown of four yeats, the
potential growth rate of the
economy has possibly
slipped closer to 5 percent.
So, any growth above that
is sure to cause overheating.
Hence, we will ‘have to

.watch out for inflation,

which can hurt household
budgets, and also business
sentiment. As such far the
past twelve months the cen-

-sumer price index-based in-

flation rate has been above
6 percent (except for being
‘marginally lower in March).
This is above the tolerable
band of the Reserve Bank of
India. Sooner or later the RBI
which has been extremely
accommodative in its mon-
etary stance, will have to
start tightening money sup-
ply. this will affect growth
adversely. Thirdly, there has
been a lot of forbearance re-
garding tolerating credit
indiscipline. So, after a pro-
longed moratorium, and re-
structuring of stressed
loans, it is possible that the
day of reckening is not too
far for India’s banking sec-
tor. Be prepared for a nasty
spike in the bad loan ratio,
which will need substantial
capital infusion by the gov-
ernment. Fourthly and most
importantly, is the silent and
deadly impact on education
and health.

The human develop-
ment report 2020 out this
week shows India’s rank as
131 out of 189 countries, and
has slipped by two ranks in

the past two years. Sri Lanka
is at 72 and China is at 85.
More worryingly only one
fifth of India’s labour force
can be called ‘skilled’. that
low percentage puts India in
the same league as Sudan,
Cameroon and Liberia. All of
its South Asian neighbours
have a higher percentage.
India also has 42 percent of
its population in the vulner-
able category, i.e. just above
the bare minimum poverty
level of 1.9 dollars a day. the
pandemic, the loss of liveli-
hoods or iliness in the family
can easily make it fall back
below the poverty line. The
pandemic and lockdowns
have severely affected the
informal sector and small and
micro enterprises. The worst
impact has been on children.
The latest national family
health survey (NFHS 2019-
2020) shows high levels of
child stunting and wasting.
These are respectively lower
height, and weight for the
child’s age. It is reflecting
chronic undernutrition and
malnutrition. The more wor-
rying aspect is that either the
stuniting or underweight as-
pect has gope up in 14 out
of 17 States in India. This has
happened even as access to
sanitation and safe drinking
water has improved. Clearly
this is the result of a slowing
economy and loss of liveli-

hoods. For instance, during
the lockdown, since schools

were closed, so were the mid-

day meals. For many kids
from poor or nearly poor
households, that was the
only meal they got during
the whole day. There have
also been spending cuts in
child nutrition schemes due
to fiscal compulsions.

The covid-19 pandemic
has affected the education
of 290 million people across
the country. The Annual
Status of Education Report
(ASER) states that nearly 5.3
percent of the kids in the 6 to
10year age group have been
pulled out of schools. Many
kids have been pulled into
supporting the family’s live-
lihood. - Similarly, even
among  school  going
childrenalmost 38.2 percent
had no access to
smartphones. So online
learning has bypassed a
large section of the stu-
dents, partly because they
had no access or could not
afforddigital access. Digital

-inequality has worsened, and

is most visible in education.
Similarly, in healthcare too,
the high priority to Covid
treatment has meant that pa-
tients of diseases like HIV,
cancer and renal disease who
need regular access to hos-
pitals have been denied

_treatment or have faced im- A

mense hardship.

Thus, on one hand the
economy is on a strong re-
vival path, but on the -other
the human capital base of
the economy needs substan-
tial rebuilding and invest-
ment. Both in children’s edu-
cation and overall healthcare
the governments at all lev-
els have to increase their fi-
nancial and resource com-
mitment. Public health ex-
penditure should be in-
creased to 3% and
educationto5%oftheGDPEven
if that means a higher fiscal
deficit, it is worth noting that
spending on human capital
is an investment for the fu-
ture. India’s public spending
on both health and educa-
tion is below global bench-
marks, and its enhancement
must be given high priority.

(Dr.  Ajit = Ranade
is an economist and Senior
Fellow, Takshashila
Institution)
(Syndicate: The Billion
Press) (email: editor
@thebillionpress.org)

ies; the rest will take its own
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Tourism on a downhill slide
FORMER MLA Ronnie V Lyngdoh has made an }

impassioned plea that Meghalaya should not be
overly dependent on Delhi for central doles. He has
pointed at tourism as the game changer for
Meghalaya because it will create employment and
boost the economy of the State. Guest house and
home-stay owners have created jobs for themselves
and are also employing others. The tourism
economy operates in a cyclical manner. Farmers
who grow produce sell them to the local markets
or supply vegetables and livestock directly to these
tourist facilities from restaurants/dhabas, to home-
stays, guest houses and hotels. Everyone is inter-
dependent. The tourist taxi owners and drivers rely
heavily on tourists. In fact the pandemic has caused
much loss and pain to those who availed loans to
purchase vehicles for transporting passengers on a
daily basis. Now that the Government has an-
nounced the opening up of the tourism circuit since
December 21, those with stakes in tourism are all
geared up to receive tourists. However, there are
destinations where the village councils have decided
to set their own dates for reopening. Some have
decided to allow tourists to come in only next year.

Tounsts too are wondering about the new entry-
exit point protocol and many are unsure about where
and how to apply and what documents are required.
Protagonists of the entry-exit points.ILP have
pointed to Sikkim as an example of how tourism
thrives despite entry protocols. But Sikkim had
these protocols ever since it became a state of the
Indian Union. To enter Sikkim, international visi-
tors require a Restricted Area Permit (RAP). Both
international visitors and Indians require a Protected
Area Permit (PAP) but only ifthey wish to visit cer-
tain areas of Sikkim; otherwise the latter don’t re-

quire the PAP.

The new tourism policy of Meghalaya wants to
deter day tourists from neighbouring Guwahati be-
cause the bulk of such visitors don’t opt to stay
back but prefer to make a return trip the same day.
The new policy speaks of high end tourism which
states that a person visiting Meghalaya would be
designated a tourist only ifhe/she stays back at least
two days. Anyone else would be considered a trav-
eller and not a tourist. This new ‘high-end protocol
might ultimately deter day tourists who have their
own utility. Day tourists may not check in at hotels
but they patronise all the eating joints along the way.
The variety of ‘tourist’ envisaged by the Tourism
Department of Meghalaya is the moneyed class who
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will travel from point to point, eat only in the hotel/
guest house and will not opt to eat in any of the

multitude of eating places along the way. What hap-
pens to these eating joints when there are not enough
locals to patronise them? Policies that are knee-
jerk in nature will destroy the small economic ac-
tivities of the little eating joints. Sadly they are not

high-end enough!

Farm laws 2020

Will it benefit the

farme

One of the key promises
of the NDA government was
doubling farmers’ income by
2022. There are only two
years left for that promise to
materialise and it seems to
be destined for failure un-
less something drastic hap-
pens. Now something in-
deed drastic -has happened.
While the country was reel-
ing from the effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic, three
important laws were intro-
duced by the Government:
The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, The
Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, and The
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill.

These policies are part of
the Government’s strategy
to ostensibly bring profit-
ability in farming operations
and raise farmers’ incomes,
driven by the logic that the
market and not the govern-
ment should take a leading
role in managing agriculture
in the country. These laws
are part of a greater trend of
the State moving away from
various sectors of the
economy and facilitating the
entry of private players who
bring with them the much-
touted efficiency and dyna-
mism of market forces. Yet
these forces have been
found to be inimical to the
plight of those with limited
resources, as is aptly dem-
onstrated by the rising in-
equality in nations embrac-
ing free market economies,
with the starkest example
being the USA. The major-
ity of India’s farmers are
small and marginal and
these reforms have been
perceived as a death knell
to their protests; hence, the
nation-wide outcry.

In Meghalaya, there does
not seem to be much of a
debate on the issue. Not
surprisingly, the NPP-led
Government of the State
supported the reforms while
the opposition party, i.e., the
Congress is following the
national directive. The Hill
Farmers Union extended
moral support to the protest
but could not bring about
much enthusiasm for the
‘Bharat Bandh’, which high-
lights its lack of reach among
the farmers of the State. A
lot of it has to do with the
fact that though majority of
the workforce in the State
are engaged in agriculture,
Meghalaya’s contribution
to the national production
is miniscule. That does not
mean that the effects of the
three laws will be in any way
insignificant.

The first law The Essen-
tial Commodities (Amend-
ment) Act, has stated that
controlling the supply of
food stuffs can only be
done only under extraordi-
nary circumstances, while

N By Bhogtorah Mawroh and o

giving criteria in case of a
steep rise in price rise. An
exemption is made for hold-
ers of private stocks whose
limit has not exceeded the
ceiling of installed capacity
and through this clause, the
law has basically made
hoarding legally tenable.
Meghalaya is not self-suf-
ficient when it comes to the
major staples like cereals

.and pulses. This makes the

local consumers highly vul-
nerable to any stocking of
these items. The argument
of regulation only during
extraordinary  circum-
stances is highly flawed. Ex-
traordinary circumstances
are by definition ‘extraordi-
nary’ but daily life is lived
in ‘ordinary’ situations. The
essential items, cereals,
pulses, potato, onions, ed-
ible oilseeds and oils are re-
quired on a daily basis and
for those who are of low in-
come, they constitute a ma-
jor proportion of their in-
come. Meghalaya comes in
28th place in terms of per
capita income among the
States and Union Territories
in India meaning that pur-
chasing power of majority
of the people in the State is
already very low. This
means that ordinarily the
common citizens of the
State are already in a pre-
carious situation and the
promise of protection dur-
ing extraordinary circum-
stances means nothing to
them. It is likely that con-
sumers will be left to fend
for themselves in any case,
as per the Amendment, pri-
vate stocking is allowed
even during extraordinary
times if it does not exceed
the allotted limit.

The second law ‘The
Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Bill’ is ba-
sically about encouraging
contract farming. Private
companies/players will be
encouraged to get into
agreement with farmers for
buying their produce. This
will entail farmers produc-
ing the crop under the
agreement and following
the conditions as laid down,
which will include manage-
ment of the whole farming
operation (seeds, land
preparation, inputs, etc.,). In
order to ensure that the pro-
duce is of the requisite qual-
ity such control is inevita-
ble. Contract farming is not
alien to Meghalaya (or for
that matter India) with quite
a few farmers already en-
gaged in it. But with this law
there will be greater push for
it. Since the State will not
be able to compete in terms
of food crops, the focus will
be on cash crops. This can
have tremendous implica-
tions for the

Gennifer Meldrum

agrobiodiversity of the
State.

Though Meghalaya may
not be able to compete with
the other parts of the toun-
try in terms of production, it
can rival any in terms of
agrobiodiversity, i.e., the va-
riety and variability of ani-
mals, plants and micro-or-
ganisms that are used di-
rectly or indirectly for food
and agriculture, including
crops, livestock, forestry and
fisheries. An average of 202
food plants per village were
documented derived from
the diversity of land uses
practised by indigenous
farmers in the State during a
participatory mapping exer-
cise done in 28 villages by
the North East Slow Food
and Agrobiodiversity Soci-
ety (NESFAS) as part of the
project “No One Shall Be Left
Behind Initiative:
Biodiversity for Food, Nutri-
tion, and Energy Security,
Meghalaya and Nagaland,
North East India” supported
by the Rural Electrification
Corporation. Among the di-
versity of land uses in
Meghalaya, bri (plantation)
is an example of a traditional
cash cropping system that
is mostly associated with
arecanut and mandarin or-
ange cultivation in the
Khasi-War areas (Southern
Slopes of Meghalaya). This
cropping system has existed
alongside jhum plots, home-
stead gardens and harvest-
ing (flora and fauna) from the
local landscape as strategies
to meet family needs. An im-
portant feature of the tradi-
tional cash cropping system
is that it is not a complete
monoculture. In the bri,
jackftuit, bay leaf, wild pep-
per, taro and pineapple can
also be found. In the mod-
ern contract farming system,
such diversity could be lost.
As the Central Government
is pushing for expansion of
palm oil cultivation in the
North Eastern States, includ-
ing Meghalaya, there is a
good possibility that palm oil
will be pushed as a substi-
tute crop. The environmen-
tal catastrophe that palm oil
plantations effect is thor-
oughly documented, while
similar devastation could re-
sult with the promotion of
other cash crops as well.

The expansion of the Ba-
nana export industry in Cen-
tral America in the early 20th
Century led to soil exhaus-
tion and the spread of
Panama disease throughout
the plantations. The compa-
nies who had entered into
agreements with local com-
munities abandoned the
plantations leaving the com-
munities to deal with the cost
of landscape degradation.
One could read about this
case in more detail in the
chapter titled ‘Altered Land-

rs of Meghalaya?

scapes and Transformed
Livelihoods: Banana Com-
panies, Panama Diseases,
and Rural Communities on
the North Coast of Hondu-
ras, 1880-1950° by John
Soluri in the book ‘Interac-
tion between
Agroecosystems and Rural
Communities’. Meghalaya
has very littie arable land.
In search of profitability the
limited arable land could be
exposed to large scale deg-
radation. The expansion of
broom cultivation, for exam-
ple, has been reported to de-
grade land quality for food
crop production by Rabi
Narayan Behera and col-
leagues in their paper ‘From
jhum to broom: Agricultural
land-use ‘change and food
security implications on the
Meghalaya Plateau, India’.
The diversion of land from
food crops to cash crops
risks adversely affecting
household food insecurity
because of increased expo-
sure to price volatility, lim-
ited rural market infrastruc-
ture, and reduced self suffi-
ciency in food staples. With
hoarding being given legal
protection this could exac-
erbate the difficulties of low
income households, which
include the farmers, in the
State.
" The Agriculture Produce
Market Committees (APMC)
and Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for crops have been
strategies to improve the
state of agriculture and
farmer incomes. However
both of these strategies are
under attack under The
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill. In the name of
giving choice, this law is
laying the ground work for
dismantling of this system.
With the state of market in-
frastructure in Meghalaya,
it can be argued there is a
need to expand APMC and
bring more farmers, not the
other way round.As a large
number of farmers in the
State are subsistence-ori-
ented with limited access to
roads and state markets, it
is unclear how these new
laws will help to boost
farmer incomes. Whether
the  stakeholders in
Meghalaya appreciate the
gravity of the issue, the po-
tential harm from the three
laws on the farmers of the
State is very real and it will
require vigilance as they are
implemented to avoid nega-
tive repercussions.
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Covid-19 Apathy

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

When it comes to covid-
19 today, ‘apathy’ is the best
term to describe it. This is the
reality in general. There is a
saying that ‘people are
scared of anything which
they do not understand or
have inadequate knowledge
of’. Well, this is the exact
development in relation to
covid-19. We all remember
December, 2019. This was the
time when the first cases were
being reported from Wuhan
in China. Over the next two
months we were basically
spectators and ignorantly
thinking that this is a phe-
nomenon to be analysed and
critiqued upon with no pos-
sibility of it crossing over
into our hills. Alas! All of that
changed when the first case
was reported in India from
the state of Kerala on Janu-
ary 30, 2020. The outcome of

this event was the scared

concerns and speculation by
a few here in Meghalaya.
However, at that time the ma-
Jority still believed that it will
never reach our hills. Then
the real encounter with
covid-19 happened on
March, 2020 where we under-
went the three week
lockdown. By now, it was a
realisation by all that it was
only a matter of time before
the virus SARS-CoV-2 which
causes the disease covid-19
hits us ‘as well. Indeed, with
the first cases being gradu-
ally reported on April, 2020,
we were in the global covid-
19 map as well.

As such, April, 2020 was
basically a month filled with
confusion, anxiety, fear, para-
noia and hysteria. One might
say that in the many years of
discourse across media plat-
forms there has never been a
topic as hot and talked about
as covid-19. In fact, social
media was full of it and to the
extent that at times it became
an overflow and a mental bur-
den of information, facts and
figures. However, as of today
the degree of discourse over
covid-19 has significantly
come down. Although in the
face of it this may be an indi-
cation of apathy towards the

subject-matter; the underly- .
ing factors deterinining such -

apathy are important to be
noted. ,

To start with, initially we
knew very little about the
novel coronavirus. In addi-
tion, some of the information
lacked credibility or was in-
complete. As a case in point,
at the very initial stage we all
thought that just washing
hands would do the trick.
Apparently, that was not so
and just look at how the
body of knowledge concern-
ing covid-19 has developed
since then. To this end, the
knowledge about other re-
lated ailments like SARS (se-
vere acute respiratory syn-
drome) and MERS (Middle
East respiratory syndrome)

has significantly contributed

towards a better understand-
ing and mitigation of covid-
19. As such, it is this better
understanding that has also
resulted in the current apa-
thy. The people these days
fear it less as they are well
versed with the facts of the
case. That way, it is a change
in behaviour due to the sci-
entific knowledge on the dy-
namics of covid-19. Come to
think of it, such a ‘change in

behaviour’ sounds pretty al-
right!

As we move forward on
the apathy discourse, the fact
is that our diverted approach
towards covid-19 has less to
do with science and more with
economics and the burning
question of livelihoods. As a
people we have become fear-
less and the government has
become helpless. As of to-
day, the word out in the streets
is that we can fight against
this coronavirus. After all, we
have fought against many
other corona viruses before.
So, we will beat this one too.
All that is needed is a strong
immune system or just pray
and hope that we shall not
contract it. However, even if
one is to get it; all that is
needed is to stay home for a
few days. As such, in the
minds of the people at large
the evils of covid-19 are all
mapped out. It is this very
confidence that has led peo-

‘ple to move out and crack on

with life. For the many, liveli-
hood is a bigger question
than covid-19. The govern-
ment on the other hand has
to continue to move with the
flow. It has no other option. If
it does not, it will result in an
additional financial burden in
providing for the daily wage
earners and small businesses.
Talk about being caught be-
tween the devil and the deep
blue sea; this is what the gov-
ernment is being caught up
in now. The point to be noted
here is that unless something
really drastic happens, it

would be very difficult to re-

verse the relaxations in covid-
19 restrictions as far as the
economy and livelihoods is
concerned. At best, all the
government can do is aggres-
sive social marketing by con-
tinuously reminding the peo-
ple about the dangers that
still linger and the imperative
for following the health
protocols.

In the end, our response
to the covid-19 pandemic is
perfectly epitomised by the
term ‘resilience’. It is a depic-
tion of the human mentality
and its resolve. This is good
on all counts. However, we

must all note that resilience is *

based upon the knowledge of
what can be done and what
cannot. Else, resilience turns
into taking risks. This is what
we have to guard against. It
is important to factor that the
medium for resilience to turn
into risks is apathy. This is
primarily seen as letting our
guards down against covid-
19. Well, through observation
it is clear for all to see that the
majority have turned apa-
thetic. There is no fear for self
and no concern for the other.
This is a recipe for a disaster.
Yes, the economy is impor-
tant and livelihood is a must;
however, let us practice our
needful activities in a respon-
sible manner. After all, the best
and the most effective pro-
tection against covid-19 are
being self-alert and not just
fOllowing directives  that
come from government. Ac-
cordingly, this calls for the
continuous following of hand
washing, masking and dis-
tancing. If this can be sup-
plemented with a good rou-
tine of physical activity then
we can safely say that all is
well  indeed. Email:
benjamin21in@yahoo.co.in

TO THEEDITOR ]

Legislation
takes a backseat

Editor,

Whilst going through
the newspaper for the last
two to three days, it's be-
come apparent that some of
our former legislators miss
the spotlight and would do
or say anything to be in the
centre of it. Be it our savvy
lady Congress legislator
Ampareen Lyngdoh or
former firebrand leader Ar-
dent Basaiawmoit, both of
whom harped on the
present ban of the govern-
ment on Christmas carolling
in the streets. No doubt,
such a ban is a dampener
on the Christmas spirit but
given the present Cov1.d
scenario, | feel the ban 1s
justified. There are many
more pressing issues which
affect the lives of the peo-
ple n the state like the ris-
mg prices of essential com-
madities, the BPL families
who've had to still pay fees
tor their school kids even
though the government had
given an order that fees for
at least 3 months be

scrapped, the loss of liveli-
hoods of many due to the
pandemic and so on. These
are but a few of the issues
affecting this marginalized
group of our society. Why
can't our representatives
speak up for the people in-
stead of grabbing air time
to engage in mudslinging
against each other?

The people are fed up of
this charade and want an-
swers and solutions to their
problems. After all, this is
what the legislators were
elected for or have they
conveniently forgotten this
fact?

Yours etc.,
Angela Lyngdoh
Shillong -14

Overcharging

bus/taxi fares

Editor,

Apropos the news re-
port titled, "Take action
against fare overcharge: DC
to DTO" (ST December 16,
2020), I would like to thank
the Deputy Commissioner,
East Khasi Hills for taking
the initiative to direct the
District Transport Officer,

East Khasi Hills to address
the menace of illegal over-
charging of fares by the lo-
cal public transport provid-
ers, particularly the local
taxis and the JNNURM
buses. Unfortunately, I do
not see any concrete action
taken by DTO till date to
address this problem, for I
still see taxis and buses
charging at their whims and
fancy. The JNUURM red
buses continue to take in as
many passengers as they
can, squeezing passengers
to the point of suffocation,
yet they still overcharge
passengers, though it has
exceeded the permitted pas-
senger intake capacity laid
out by the government. This
itself poses a health hazard.
Furthermore, the local taxis
too charge exorbitant rates
such as Rs 30 per person for
a one way trip from
Motphran to Laitumkhrah
Police Point, when pre
lockdown the rate was Rs.
10. The same is true every-
where else. In the moring
and evening hours when
traffic police are no longer
on duty, the local taxis
would cramp up to 5 passen-

gers in the cabs and still
charge double or triple the
rates. This public hazard can
be seen all along the main
bus and taxi routes of
Shillong city. Either the
DTO officials are deaf and
blind or outright irrespon-
sible to arrest this issue.
DTO East Khasi Hills better
start to address this prob-
lem with proper directives in
all the local newspapers and
directives to taxi associa-
tions within 14 days, else 1
will be filing a PIL before the
Hon'ble High Court of
Meghalaya against the er-
rant officers.
Yours etc.,
Jeremiah S,
Via email

Essence of

education

Editor,

I am writing to express
my deep appreciation for the
article by Patricia Mukhim
entitled “Education: The
only game-changer” (ST 18
Dec, 2020). T also appreci-
ate deeply the impassioned
letter to the Editor written
by Mr. Salil Gewali (ST 23

Dec, 2020) crying for a re-
turn to moral values.

As I reflect on my child-
hood in India, the most pre-
cious class for me was
"Moral Science" -- a class
routinely despised by
worldly parents back then --
because it did not fetch ac-
colades, prizes, or fortune. I
was grateful as well for the
rich Bengali culture, which
whetted my appetite for
philosophical thinking -- the
poetry of Tagore, kirtan

. songs with their soulful lyr-

ics, etc. Although T am not a
Christian, I enjoyed as well
the Bible classes for chil-
dren in my convent school.
This was the rich general
education I received - in
stark contrast to what edu-
cation has become today --
a utilitarian feeder pipe into
industry -- for only one pur-
pose -- to make money. In
the world today, a glib
tongue alone matters. We
have forgotten the spirit be-
hind the words!

A nation needs more than
scoundrels with credentials
(as Mr. Gewali points out).
It needs morally sound citi-
zens. For leaders, it needs

ethical statesmen and states

women -- not scoundrels

with oratory skills. To be re-

ligious without being ethi-
cal makes no sense either.

Thanks again for your

article and Mr. Gewali's let-

ter.

Yours etc.,

Deepa Majumdar,

Via email

Right person
for the right job

Editor,

It's a'sorry sight to see
the sotry state of affairs in
MeECL. What is urgently
needed is a capable person
who has experience in this
field to rescue this ailing
Corporation from troubled
waters. Only one person
comes to mind and the State
Government doesn't have
to look too far to find such
a person. Many may not
have even heard of his
name. Mr Andrew
Langstich who has now re-
turned to Meghalaya his
home state took charge of
the Damador Valley Corpo-
ration a few years ago when
the Corporation was in the

red. DMC is the first multi-
purpose river valley project
in the country. After Mr
Langstieh took charge, the
Corporation’s fortunes
spectacularly changed for
the better. So my humble
suggestion to the State
Government is to start ap-
pointing capable people
like Mr Andrew Langstich

to important posts across

the board. My suggestion

does not carry an iota of

nepotism since the man has
proved his credentials.

Yours etc.,

' Gary Marbaniang,

Viaemail

Poor work

culture

Editor,

Visiting the Laitumkhrah
Post Office has always been
a terrible experience for me.
Every time I go to the PO to
either withdraw cash or up-
date my passbook; I'm told
that "there is no link." The
work culture at the post of-
fice is extremely poor as is
evident from the frustrated
faces of the customers who
line up to get something

done. One has to wait for al-
most haif an hour just to get
his or her passbook up-
dated. There is so much
chaos inside the office and
no one seems to care. Yes-
terday, 1 got another shock
as this time, I saw a girl who
barely looked like an adult,
sitting at the counter and it
was obvious that she has no
experience and knowledge
about the working of the
system. On most issues re-
quiring clarification they tell
the customers to visit the
main Post Office (GPO).
What then are they working
for? What is their job?

I request the concerned
authorities to take action in
this regard as the current
work culture of the Shillong
post office is pathetic and
mconvenient to the custom-
ers who have to stand in
long queues. There is abso-
lutely no practice of social
distancing either which
makes it such a risky place.
It is high time for the Gov-
ernment to intervene and
bring about some kind of
normalcy to the office.

Yours etc.,
Pratham K Sharma
Shillong -3
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“If you haven't got any charity in your
heart, you have the worst kind
of heart trouble.”

-- Bob Hope
The Shillong Times
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Economy: Signs of recovery
WITH activities reviving, optimism about a positive
turn to the badly hit national economy is high. RBI
has reinforced this optimism with a statement that
the Indian economy is recovering at a pace higher
than most predictions since the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic. Its monthly bulletin for De-
cember says the recent weeks have raised the level
of optimism about a significant recovery for the
economy. This was only to be expected in the
emerging circumstances.

While all segments of life had been paralysed for
months since March, the positive vibes began be-
ing felt only in the recent months. Qverall, the na-
tion is now in a position to cope with the pandem-
ic’s presence. The arrival of the vaccine shortly will
strengthen this optimism.

Admittedly, new threats are emerging on the
Covid-19 front, resulting in imposition of night cur-
fews in several cities in the western and northern
sectors, as also Bengaluru in the south. Yet, eco-
nomic activities have regained pace across the
board. The exceptions are those like the aviation
and hospitality sectors. Road communications have
been restored and there is partial restoration of train
services. Freight movement now remains unhin-
dered. Factories are in working mode and agricul-
tural activities have regained normal pace. There,
though, are limits on the money spent for festivals
due to restrictions on public engagements.

RBI recently revised the real GDP growth pro-
jection for fiscal year 2021 upwards to minus 7.5
per cent—up from the previous projection of minus
9.5 per cent. The month of November has been

better and so is December. RBI expects growth to
enter the positive (above zero) zone by October
next, the third quarter of the next fiscal. Faster re-
covery thereafter is possible also as large sections
of the people would be vaccinated by then and a
return to near-normal life likely. This is on condition
that new and harsher strains of Covid-19 would
not surface and play havoc with life yet again. With
the world getting more and more inter-connected
other than in the present situation, chances of more
virus invasions and unpredictable health risks could

Since the tragic death of
George Floyd on May 25,
2020, America has been up
in flames protesting racism.
Never since the Civil Rights
movement have so many
people chorused in unison
for a common cause. We may
dispute the ethics and style
of protest. But no person of
conscience can dispute the
moral worth of this particu-
lar cause. Ignoring the dy-
ing man’s pleas, “I can’t
breathe,” Derek Chauvin, a
white police officer knelt on
Floyd’s neck for at least eight
minutes — his sadistic action
symbolizing the entire tragic
history of the African Ameri-
can — a history of the white
man pressing his knee upon
the neck of the black man.
While racism and xeno-
phobia are easy to spot, the
two are not always easy- to
tell apart. Xenophobia, or
hatred for the outsider can
be a subset, expression, or
species of the genus, racism.
This implies that while xeno-
phobia can take racist forms,
not all forms of racism need
be xenophobic. Thus white-
on-black racism within
America is not literally xeno-
phobic — in that it does not
persecute the outsider or
foreigner, but its own black
citizens. Nuances of a meta-
phoric xenophobia may
flavor this type of racism.
Seeking to convert the black
insider into an outsider, rac-
ism ends up making the
white racist a moral outsider
— someone society as a
whole rejects as abhorrent.
Thus Chauvin’s deracinating
act of violence threw him
outside the pale of respect-
able society. Notwithstand-
ing all such metaphoric xeno-
phobia, domestic racism in
America is not literally xeno-
phobic. Very likely this is
because American individu-
ality weakens the scope for
identity politics. Yet this is
not to say xenophobia does
not exist in America. A sepa-
rate prejudice, it expresses
itself as dire racism against
brown and black-skinned
immigrants (legal or other-
wise). Under Mr. Trump’s
hostile policies, one saw this
type of xenophobia in the
tendency to scapegoat un-
documented immigrants from

only be anticipated.
RBI s optimistic that, although headwinds blow,

steadfast efforts by all sides could put Indiaona |

faster growth trajectory. Based also on the demand-

supply dynamics and related factors, RBI noted that

the western sector including Gujarat and

Mabharashtra registered the worst econon:ic down-

turn up until August. But there was a sharp upturn in

such activities across regions since October. The

scenario further improved in the past two months. |
This is a welcome sign.

Latin America.

The risk of xenophobia is
inherent in all identity poli-
tics. By contouring and de-
fining its native group, an
identity thereby also defines
the outsider — with the “us”
and “them” mutually exclu-
sive forever! But defining the
outsider need not translate
into prejudice. Although all
‘identities come with the po-
tential for xenophobia, not all
actualize this noxious preju-
dice. Xenophobia occurs
when the outsider is not only
defined, but also reviled.
Xenophobia often morphs

of M

Xenophobia

and Racism

The Real Clouds
eghalaya
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from mere prejudice to
scape-goating the outsider,
who is blamed for all ills of
the native group. When it
expresses itself in physi-
ological terms, expressing a
toxic fleshly aesthetics that
aims at power, xenophobia
becomes racist!

As old as the hills, xeno-
phobia, which has always
existed in perhaps all civili-
zations, can be both secular
and religious. Thus, to Plato
and Aristotle, non-Greek's
were barbarians. To the Chi-
nese, foreigners were for-
eign devils. To the ancient
Hindu, the non-Vedic person
was a Mleccha. To the Jew,
the non-Jewish were gen-
tiles. To the European Chris-
tian, non-Christians were
heathens or pagans. To the
Muslim, non-Muslims are
infidels. Finally, the twenti-
eth-century is littered with
the killing fields of geno-
cides forged by xenophobia
born of identity politics. Sig-
nifying yet another form of
xenophobia, the Khasi term
Dkhar — which, in practice,
can be secular, religious, or
both — takes its place of ig-
nominy among all these pe-
jorative terms. Like barbar-
ian, foreign devil, Mleccha,
gentile, heathen, pagan, and
infidel- Dkhar rings a death
knell upon our common hu-
manity and human rights, by
identifying the vast majority
of human beings (who are
non-Khasi) as foreigners to
be hated. Except of course,
Dkhar is usually aimed at
mainland Indians who are in
Meghalaya for employment
and other purposes! While
this term may not have been
originally intended as pejo-
rative, it has, by now, ac-
quired its own noxious
fumes of xenophobia.

Yet, crucial to the fate of
any identity is its share of
universality,without which it
withers away in the abyss
of narcissism. In order for an
identity group to thrive and
survive, it must ventilate it-
self with the fresh air of
universality. Minority
groups therefore serve es-
sentially as windows letting
in the fresh air of universal-
ity to mitigate the narcissism
inherent in the identity that
defines the majority group.
In the context of Meghalaya
one might say, the presence
of the mainland Indian Dkhar
thwarts the danger of Khasis
drowning in the narcissism
of their own identity. In
short, the Dkhar infuses into
Khasi society, the necessary
ventilator of otherness.

Without undermining the
gravity of the Shoah, we
might say that the Bengali
has been to the Khasi and
the Assamese, what the Jew
was to the European Chris-

tian anti-Semite. If their mal-
ice against the Bengali did
not reach the chilling mass
proportions of Nazi murders
of Jews, this is only because
we Indians are too chaotic to
be as organized and diaboli-
cally practical as the Nazi anti-
Semite. Adding to this, we
have the tragic inward xeno-
phobia of the Bengali from
Bengal, for whom, the
diasporic Bengali — including
those in other states in India
- is a  “Probashi
Bangali”(Bengali living out-
side Bengal). A mere slur, this
self-directed xenophobia can
hardly be compared to the
toxic hatred and violence in
Assamese and Khasi xeno-
phobia towards Bengali Hin-
dus.

But of the two (Assamese
and Khasi), Khasi xenopho-
bia is more perplexing for me.
I cannot understand why,
given their xenophobia to-
wards the mainland Indian
Dkhar, they have embraced
whole-heartedly, the white
western Dkhar. Despite anti-
colonialism, the independ-
ence movement, and the free-
dom of India — why have they
welcomed western civiliza-
tionin its modern decadent
forms? Why have they over-
looked the terrible worldliness
of the modern west — espe-
cially that of the sensual cul-
ture of America— an impudent
synthetic offspring of west-
ern civilization? Why have
they raced to the west instead
of resisting neo-colonial
forms of cultural imperialism
that corrode the spiritual
foundations of all cultures?

In this context, two inci-
dents of neo-colonidl igno-
miny leap out.of my memo-
ries of the Shillong-of-the-six-
ties. Yes, the beautiful Tricolor
was already flying high and
the country was independ-
ent. But servility before the
white man had not abated.
The first incident happened
in perhaps Class Three in my
convent school, where our
only blonde child was a
source of wonder and awe for
my colonized classmates,
who included Christians of
“tribal” origin. The rest of us
‘Dkhars’ were so used to
brown-on-brown racist xeno-
phobia against our physical
appearance that despite our
youth, we already despised
racism. The blonde child was
not directly racist. But she
knew she was “superior”!
One day she plucked one hair
off her héad. To this day 1
blush at what happened next.
My awestruck colonized
classmates passed around her
single strand of gold hair as
if it were gold itself. Needless
to say, this idolatrous adora-
tion of a blonde Dkhar left us
brown Dkhars (with self-re-
spect) in a state of quiet dis-

gust! _

If this first incident dem-
onstrated worship of the
white Dkhar, the second
demonstrated the opposite
— racism towards the brown
mainland Indian Dkhar. One
day in the assembly hall of
that same school, a vener-
able maestro of Hindustani
classical music was on stage.
The hall was filled with
school girls of varying age
groups — including many
Christians of “tribal” origin.
To my dying day I will never
forget what happened next!
As the hall filled with his so-
norous disciplined .voice,
these girls burst into a cho-
rus of derisive laughter at the
sound of the complex, math-
ematically exact cadences of
his khyal- a source of won-
der in the western world. The
hall therefore reverberated
with two sounds — first, the
voice of a maestro lost in his
classical music, and second,
derisive laughter from a hall
full of young girls. That they
did not invoke the universal
inner ear to appreciate the
subtle complex melodic
structure of the musician’s
ragas, was a sign of how hate-
filled their hearts were. That
he received derisive laugh-
ter instead of applause, sig-
nified the same! That they
did not understand that
white Dkhars sometimes
travel all the way to India to
- learn this genre of ancient
classical music, was proof
that they were out of touch
with historical reality — again
a sign of a hate-filled heart.
My question therefore
remains unanswered... In
the immediate aftermath of
independence, faced with a
choice between two oppo-
site civilizations — a decadent
west that had lost its spir-
itual luster, and a not-yet-
modern higher India, still
shining with its unique his-
torical lineage of unbroken
mysticism — why did the
Khasi people make the
choices they did? Why did
they react in such extremes
— on the one hand unthink-

Covid & Christmas 2020

A message
of hope

By Barnes Mawrie

The Christmas celebra-
tion of 2020 will be remem-
bered as a Covid Christmas.
The second wave of Covid
19 which is sweeping Eu-
rope currently has left
Christians disappointed as
they are unable to have the
usual fanfare associated
with the feast. European
countries have already de-
clared a second lockdown.
This pandemic has had its
toll on every aspect of our
life from politics to
economy, from entertain-
ment to leisure time, from the
religious to the cultural life
of people all over the world.
However amidst this
gloomy picture, there are
silver linings to this trag-
edy. First of all, a realization

that Christmas is not all
about Santa Clause and
Christmas tree. Commer-
cialization of Christmas has
been adversely affected by
the pandemic and this

ing acceptance of the cul-
tural hegemony of a deca-
dent west represented by the
white Dkhar — and on the
other — violent racist xeno-
phobia against the brown
mainland Indian Dkhar — es-
pecially the Bengali Hindu?
~Were they not aware that the
land of brown Dkhars (main-
land India), in its higher as-
pect, can be a source of won-
der and salvation to the white
Dkhar they imitated so as-
siduously?

The answer does not
blow with the wind. It lies in
the depths of the history of
the Khasi people.

(The author teaches at
Purdue University, Indiana,
UsA. Email:
dmajumda@gmail.com)
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10T under-aged judging by her
Re.] Olnder looks. Tghis is highly objec-
from SSPO tionable and irresponsible

. statement.
Editor, As far as social distanc-
Praﬁ\z fr(x) %Ogh:;; ;‘zgzz 2b 4}: ing and Covid-19 protocols

2020) on the subject of dis-
pleasure about the func-
tioning of the Laitumkhrah
post office, the print media
and Department of Posts:
India always work for the
benefit of the public and
with a common goal for the
welfare of society. We are
happy that customers feel
free to lodge complaints
against us for any matter,
including fighting on behalf
of other customers also. In
this case, Pratham K
Sharma, mentioned about a
frustrated customer. I would
like to add here that the frus-
trated customer is the
daughter of Geeta Das
Astapati, who came to with-
draw money from
Laitumkhrah S.O and came
to the undersigned also to
lodge her complaints. The
undersigned has noted her
grievances and initiated
necessary action on De-
cember 23, 2020. Again,
Pratham K Sharma, has
mentioned about a counter
staft and assumed her to be

are concerned all the post
offices under Meghalaya
Division have already been
instructed and necessary
material has already been
supplied to all Post Offices
since March, 2020. Due to
social distancing and
Covid-19 protocols people
have to wait in queue for
long hours. However, the
situation will be reviewed
again for any necessary im-
provement.

It is our endeavour to
work for the betterment of
the society as a whole and
try to provide service to all
and with respect for all gen-
ders.

Yours etc.,

Susmita Majumder,
ASP (HQ), Meghalaya
Division, Shillong-1

Ethics never
lets us down

Editor,

Apropos the meaningful
[etter, "Essence of educa-
tion" (ST, Dec 24, 2020) by
Prof Deepa Majumdar from

Purdue University, USA, 1
do express my sincere grati-
tude for her appreciation of
my letter — “Education sans
ethics equals intellectual in-
digestion” (ST, 23 Dec,
2020). I am also heavily in-
debted to Prof. Majumdar
who had written a signifi-
cant article on my research-
based book — "Great Minds
on India" about nine years
ago. Of late, as Ms. Patricia
Mukhim points out, the par-
ent fraternity has failed to
inculcate ethical values in
their children. Though we
try to overlook this factor,
it’s deleterious impact on
society has started to take
its toll.

With the rapid rise in con-
sumerism and base enter-
tainment in the digital world,
the whisper of morality gets

" easily drowned out. But at.

the end of the day, it is mo-
rality in which we all have
to take refuge. | remember a
profound thought of Blaise
Pascale in this context -
“Knowledge of physical sci-
ence will not console me for
ignorance of morality in the
time of affliction, but knowl-
edge of morality will always
console me for ignorance of
physical science. ” Given
the situation, we need to

think more upon the
“Theory of Ethics” than the
“Theory of Relativity”.
Without our knowledge of
the “Theory of relativity”
NATURE will continue to
nourish us, but without the
strength’ of ethics and hu-
man values, we shall cer-
tainly be overcome by vari-
ous kinds of miseries and
griefs.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Probation for

how long?

Editor,

Apropos the news report
published by your esteemed
daily on Dec 23, 2020, as an
aggrieved parent I thank

.you for highlighting this

long pending issue of these
“STILL PROBATIONERS”
of the Meghalaya Tourism
Development Corporation,
To recount the ordeal, I re-
member the MTDC adver-
tisement No. MTDC/413/
Per/Recruit Manager/2017
Dated May 31, 2017 to which
my ward had applied and af-
ter clearing the recruitment
process comprising a written
test, personal interview and

group discussion was se-
lected for the advertised post
along with 8(eight) others.
One of the points in the Ad-
vertisement and also in the
appointment letter was “Pro-
bation period will be for one
year subject to extension of
6 (six) months at the discre-
tion of management”. After
the completion of one year
probation the young candi-
dates approached the man-
agement for consideration of
absorption but the manage-
ment extended the probation
period for another 6 months.

.But the story didn’t end

there. The management has
been extending  their
probations after the comple-
tion of six months. Further the
management has been irre-
sponsible by saying that
“the recruits were at least
paid salaries”. Prior to the ap-
pointment of this batch, simi-
lar recruitment had happened
and on completion of proba-
tion, they had been absorbed
to their respective vacancies.
My question to the manage-
ment is why such step moth-
erly treatment is being given
to this batch? Whenever the
probationers have ap-
proached the management
they were only given verbal
assurances. On one hand we

are all out to open our state
to the tourists - “Atithi devo
bhava” but on the other
hand we forget that. “Char-
ity begins at Home”. Hope
the management learns from
this and puts an end to the
suffering of our children.
Yours etc.,
Rishab Poddar
Shillong-4

- Spirit of
Christmas

Editor,

Christmas is here. Let us
take this moment to be
grateful about this wonder-
ful journey called life. The
year 2020 had been quite a

should be viewed by be-
lievers as a blessing rather
than a misfortune.
Degeneration of the sig-
nificance of Christmas has
been witnessed all these
years where we see this
event being associated with
mundane things like Christ-
mas trees, Santa Clauses,
cakes, gifts, concerts, par-
ties and dinners. The true
meaning of Christmas which
is the birth of Christ has
been limited to some litur-
gical services. This year
Christians are compelled to

ride, but here we are,
blessed with another
chance to spread love,
peace and joy. Let us there-
fore take this Christ- filled
festivity to assure hope and
prosperity and to touch an-
other soul with our warm
tenderness of a happy
heart. Have a blissful
Christmas and a prosper-
ous Happy New Year .
Yours etc.
Christene Nongbet,

Umsning

ues to suffer day after day.
Humanity has been taught
a lesson of humility, that
God is still the master of our
lives and he could con-
found us even with a little
sickness. Even developed
countries are realizing their
limitations as their hospitals
are unable to cope with the
number of increasing pa-
‘tients and they are ‘running
short of ICUs and ventila-
tors. Being unable to hold
the wusual Christmas

revelries which are often
spending on trivialities, fam-
ily members would spend
more time together this
Christmas time. One can ex-
pect more time would be
spent in prayer this Christ-

PTI Photo

mas than in other years and
more time would be spent on
.purposeful things than on
meaningless revelries.
COVID as I would put it
Christ Our Victor Is Divine
should sound as good news
to all Christians. Christ’s
advent as prophesied by all
the prophets was perceived
as the arrival of the Mes-
siah, the King of peace who
would set everything right.
He is the Son of God who
has everything under his
control. He is the final vic-
tor of the power of darkness
and sin. Christmas is about
God becoming man, assum-
ing our human form. He has
become the Emmanuel (God
with us) and so it should

“Christmas during this pandemic has
an additional significance for all
believers. It brings us a message

of hope and optimism.”

reflect on'the true message
of Christmas, namely, that
it is about the birth of our
saviour, Jesus Christ. Sec-
ondly, Covid Christmas is a
blessing in disguise for the
poor and have-nots be-
cause it has cut down fes-
tive expenses by more than
50%. This pandemic has
become a sort of leveller
between the rich and the
poor. What would be the
Christmas message in this
year of pandemic? This
would be the question in the
minds of many people. 1
would like to offer a few re-
flections along these lines:
This Covid Christmas has
taught humanity a vital les-
son about our human limi-
tations. Man who thought
that he is a demi-god and
that he has solutions to
every problem, has shame-
fully realized that he is lim-
ited in many ways. Man
who has been able to probe
the depth of the oceans,
explore the space and build
artificial intelligence (Al), is
unable to control even this
little virus and as a conse-
quence humanity contin-

remind us that as human
beings, we are not alone in
the fight against diseases
and pandemics. Christ who
assumed our humanity has
himself gone through the
experiences of sickness, suf-
fering and death. Conse-
quently he understands and
empathizes with the suffer-
ing humanity.

Christmas during this
pandemic has an additional .
significance for all believ- -
ers. It brings us a message

of hope and optimism. .-

Rabindranath Tagore once
said “every child born into
this world brings the mes- '
sage to us that God still
loves the world.” If this is
true for an ordinary child,
how much more the birth of
Christ, the divine child,
wotuld mean for humanity. It
is a clear message that hu-
manity is still the predilec-
tion of God and that he
would neither abandon us
nor let us be doomed. Chris-
tian faith teaches us to be
resilient in times of trials and
perseverance will ultimately
bring us victory. Happy
Christmas to one and all!
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ne-of-a-kind activities de

signed and hosted by locals

gives you a feel of the desti-
nation like nothing else can. Airbnb
Experiences go beyond the activities
themselves and offer a deep-dive into
the local host's world through their
passion. Hosts offer their guests spe-
cial knowledge, unique skills, and in-
side access to local places and com-
munities that guests couldn't find on
their own, creating lasting connections
and treasured memories.

Hilloferry - A guided Bike
Ride in Dharamshala

Experience the joy of riding a
mountain bike amidst beautiful views
of Dhauladhar ranges, enjoy sight-
seeing, cherish the nature closely
and explore hidden treasures. One
will be provided with a well-
equipped mountain bike, suitable
costume for cycling and helmet for
safety. Witness beautiful landscapes
close to nature and beautiful tea gar-
dens! :

Colonial Walking tour
in Puducherry

The Colonial Walking tour has
been created to give tourists the real
French colonial experience in the
Pondicherry. France is still in the
food, the architecture, the games of
boules played by local Tamils and
the language French is spoken
widely in the city. Know more about
local history, food, festivals, cus-
toms, street names, connections
with French with this mind blowing
experience.

Himalayan village hike & Nepali
lunch in Kalimpong

These handpicked walks will take

you through the adjoining villages
and introduce you to the rural, rus-
tic and peaceful life beyond the hus-
tle-bustle of cities. You get to inter-
act with the local communities and

gain tremendous traditional knowl-
edge on their lifestyle, history, cul-
ture besides learning more about the
flora and fauna of the surrounding
landscape. The walks are of differ-
ent levels of difficulty, from easy to
moderate, and can be tuned to your
needs and preference. You will be
served with a sumptuous Nepali
vegetarian lunch prepared just for
you using fresh local produce.
Kalimpong coffee or Darjeeling tea
will follow before you make your
journey back.

Dessert Safari in Bengaluru

In this 3 hour tour, you will be
taken around to the choicest spots
in Bengaluru to sample the tastiest

desserts. You will also learn about

what goes into making them, the dif--

ferent techniques used, the differ-
ent variants of the same dessert
across countries and so on. This will
include a walk in the alleys of
Bangalore parking your sweet tooth
at best desserts cafe on the way tast-
ing both local Indian and interna-
tional desserts.

Kayaking Sal Backwaters in Goa
This popular and celebrated ex-
cursion on.flat dammed up waters,
‘takes you on a winding journey
through narrow waterways deep in
the mangroves, sighting different
birds, fish, otters and exotic local
plants like cashew, bamboo and

| Offbeat experiences
in desi locales

mango. Red and white lotus ‘and mi-
gratory birds, make this a must do
trip. for all ages.

Learn Honey Beekeeping in
Himalayas at Bhimtal

At Silent Valley - Alchauna, ob-
serve the sophisticated structure of
bee civilization. From the guards at
the hive entry, to the nurses tending
the little, to the "energetic females”
and "lazy males”, to the glaring elu-
sive queen, each bee has a place in-
side this complex community. A
memorable experience to "suit up”
in a beekeeping suit, and get up
close and intimate with the bees for
a thrilling experience and a great
photo opportunity. (IANS)

Devika Rani was a

.

n enigma

to most - but not anymore

By Vishnu Makhijani

¢ ¢! hope that I have managed to

establish who Devika Rani re

ally was. A rebellious and unu-
sually talented and beautiful woman,
a great actress and studio head who
changed the course of Indian cin-
ema in many ways, despite her in-
tense personal suffering. A pioneer
then and now,” writes author
Kishwar Desai of The Longest Kiss
(Westland), the biography of India's
first international superstar in the
1930s and 1940s.

"I hope this book will be of help
to others who care to study this very
important phase in Indian cinema,
with its passion, idealism and entre-
preneurship, in the days before it
became a business like any other,"
adds Desai, whose husband, Lord
Meghnad Desai is a lifetime member
of Britain's House of Lords.

Astonishingly beautiful, prodi-
giously talented, and a great-grand-
niece of Rabindranath Tagore,
Devika Rani (1908-94) earned rave
reviews for her first film, Karma
(1933), a bilingual in Hindi and Eng-
lish. It elicited interest in England for
a prolonged kissing scene featuring
the real-life couple of Devika Rani
and actor-producer-director
Himanshu Rai, one of the pioneers
of Indian cinema whom she had mar-
ried in 1929, but bombed in India.

Together, Himanshu Rai and
Devika Rani set up India's first truly
professional studio, Bombay Talkies
in 1934. Over the next few years, the
studio became the launch pad for
some of India's best-known talent,
including Ashok Kumar, Leela
Chitnis and Dilip Kumar.

After Himanshu's controversial
death in 1940, Devika Rani took over
Bombay Talkies. She ran the studio
with a steel hand, squashing all re-
bellion and constantly walking a
tightrope when it came to the men
around her. Then, in 1945, she met
the handsome and reclusive Rus-
sian-born painter Svetoslav Roerich,
and, just like in a Hindi film, nothing
was ever the same again as the cou-
ple eventually settled down in
Bangalore (now Bengaluru), where
they are buried in the tranquility of
the Tataguni estate on the outskirts
of the city.

"Devika died as she had lived, in
the middle of controversy and

refuses to be forgotten. Even now,
when one visits the ruins of Bom-
bay Talkies or the chalet at Naggar,
(in Himachal Pradesh, that
Svetoslav's father Nicholas Roerich
had built), where a rough-hewn
stone spreading banyan tree in
Tataguni, one can sense her spirit,
wild and free, and her desire to cre-
ate beauty all around her," Desai
writes.

"She wanted her ashes to kept
both at Naggar and at Tataguni,
where she lies next to Svetoslay, the
only man to understand her and give
her the freedom she needed to be
herself. He was the 'reward’ she be-
lieved she had been given for keep-
ing faith in spite of all the abuse and
humiliation she had suffered. And
her restless passion seems to still
hover the graves.

"In both places, the tombstones
stand next to stone idols symbolis-
ing Shakti. A strange energy ema-
nates from the idols - their sturdy,
gray bodies, with their vivid red

THE LIFE AND TIMES
- DEVIKA RANI

bindis and the shining zari on their

dupattas"" Desai concludes.
Devika Rani was a recipient of the
Padma Shri (1958) and the

Dadasaheb Phalke Award (1969). In
The Longest Kiss, for the first time,
through her letters and documents,
Desai pieces together the life that
she kept away from the world. The
romance and the abuse that charac-
terised her marriage with Himanshu,
the struggle of being a woman at the
helm of a hyper-male domain, the cir-
cuitous ways in which cinema found
its feet in Bombay, and the soaring
happiness and tragedy of a life lived
on the edge, always.

Kishwar Desai is an award-win-
ning author and playwright who
writes both fiction and non-fiction.
She worked in television as an an-
chor and producer for over 20 years
before becoming a writer. She is the
chairperson of The Arts and Cultural
Heritage Trust that set up the world's
first Partition Museum at Town Hall,
Amritsar. She also helped her hus-

band to install the statue of Mahatma
Gandhi outside Westminster in the
UK.

"Desai is the author of Darlingji:
The True Love Story of Nargis and
Sunil Durt (2007).

Her novel Witness the Night won
the Costa First Novel Award in the
UK, in 2010, and was followed by
two others: Origins of Love (2012)
and Sea of Innocence (2013). The
trilogy featuring has since been
optioned for a web series.

Desai's first work of political non-
fiction, Jallianwala Bagh: The Real
Story (2018), won critical acclaim and
inspired exhibitions on the massa-
cre in India, the UK and New Zea-
land. She also wrote a play, Manto!
which won the TAG Omega award
for Best Play in 1999. Most recently,
in 2019, her play, Devika Rani: God-
dess of the Silver Screen, was suc-
cessfully staged in venues across
India.

(The author can be reached at
vishnu.makhijani@ians.in)

‘Melancholy in the
idea of romance

Author Nasreen Munni Kabir was the guest at the téte-a-tea
organised by Prabha Khaitan Foundation where she spoke about
her latest book In the Year ‘
of Sahir 2021 Diary which is based on poet-lyricist Sahir
Ludhianvi. IBNS-TWF correspondent
Souvik Ghosh brings excerpts

How did you discover Sahir?
Can you go back to those memo-

| ries?

Honestly to me, it was Pyaasa.
The cinema was shown in London.
It was the songs. The Urdu was dif-
ficult. So I didn't understand the
whole meaning of his words. But I
think he is amazingly romantic in one
way, but underneath that there is a
layer of melancholy and that struck
me more. He manages to describe
emotions in very simple and effec-
tive terms. But there is a sad ending.
They are not happy songs. I think
the romantic songs that we remem-
ber are the sad ones. When we are
sad, we listen to sad songs and
not the disco songs. He really con-
nects to people who are discern-
ing and caring about the world but
have a tinge of melancholy in the
idea of romance. .

And he talks about the deeper
issues and philosophies of lifé and
all. When I opened-the diary, the
first page I landed upon was Gulzar
saab talking about Man Re Na
Kahe Na Dhir Dhare (song). I
think that one song encapsulates
life as it is for many of us. Again in
the past nine months (COVID-19
era), that has spoken to us so
deeply.

Yes, absolutely. That's the right
song for lockdown. But the fact of
the matter is that many people
have remarked that actually he had
such mastery over language, be it in
Hindi or Urdu, that he knew how to
convey the very deep philosophical
ideas in simple terms.

What was special about Sahir
when it came to film lyrics?

Most of the Urdu poets of that
era had to work in films in order to
earn money because publishing was
not paying money so much. He
worked with Arnold brothers and
Chetan Anand. So from the very
start, he was not working for C-grade
films but with the top people of the
era like Dev Anand and SD Burman,

who were very educated and sophis-

ticated people. He was moving in an
educated milieu. He was not asked
to lower the tone of his lyrics ever.

So his literary and poetic elements
were never compromised yet it
wasn't so obscure that ¢ouldn't reach
out to the common people. Both were
nicely balanced.

I will say the most difficult thing
was to appeal to everybody. One
can only do that if he masters some-
thing and speaks in a very straight-
forward language. When one knows
something, he or she will say it sim-
ply but will beat around the bush if

someone doesn't know. He knew
how to use language and in what
context. He also knew the character.
He also used to write the poetry, lyr-
ics and the song which will match
with the character of a particular film.

Don't you think he had reached
out to people because of a team
work with the director and com-
poser?

Absolutely. A film is made by a
team and not just a director. It is more
so in the Hindi cinema because there
are various fragmentations in the
creation of the film. But the director
chooses the right person for each
fragment.
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Making of a

Hindu patriot

Bringing change
to their lives

The recently published A Plate of White Marble, translated from Sahitya Akademi
winning Bengali writer Bani Basu’s book (Swet Patherer Thala) throws up the
age-old question of woman’s place in society, and whether financial power
changes the equation. Ranjita Biswas in conversation with the author

is is the first translation of
Swet Patherer Thala, though
a film has been made on the
novel quite long ago. Why do you
think it has taken almost three dec-
ades to come out in English though
it is a well-known book in Bengali?
[ can ask you in return why it would
seem natural that a well- known book
in Bangla should necessarily be trans-
lated into English very soon? It is for-
tunate that it is translated at all, The
book market may have changed since
then, and the twenty-odd languages
of this country thriving within their
narrow local boundaries may have
been curious about one another which
has resulted in a new interest in trans-
lations. The publishers have just re-
sponded to this new demand.
The novel is set in the early 50s
where Bandana, the protagonist, a
“young widow, is portrayed as the
voice of the ‘new woman’ emerging in
the middle class milieu
Bandana is not the outcome of any
movement as such. Freedom from su-
perstitions, liberal attitude of a few
elders towards women - these hap-
pened just as a matter of course. An-
other reason must have been the shock
of Partition. In Bengal especially, the
women of the displaced families took
the reins in their own hands while
most men, middle-aged by then, found
it difficult to find a footing in the new
country. With shouldering the finan-
cial responsibility the women auto-
matically earned some power and
moved into a higher status. Social con-
straints could no longer be as binding
on them as before. Financial self-suf-
ficiency is the highest power to
change women’s lives. With that came

the right of decision making.
But the entire process was very
slow. It has been extremely delicate for
women to shake off the shackles of
widowhood, as Bandana was, because
their very loyalty and love for their
husband were held in question. It
always needed some agency.

But during the Independence
movement many women from dif-
ferent classes came out to join
too. Do you think once Independ-
ence was achieved, women got
suppressed or expected to play the
‘back to the kitchen’ role? It has
happened in other countries as
well, even in post-War Western
countries when women holding
the fort during the war years
were now expected to be ‘good
housewives’ and stay at home.

I have already pointed out that
the transition or freedom, what-
ever you call it, has never been
fast or easy. It has been a constant
tug of war between the old and
the new values. Society’s expec-
tations from women are still the
same at the core. Even when they
are highly educated and finan-
cially independent, and contribut- &
ing to the family fund, they would be
judged by their skill in doing the
household chores, their willingness to
embrace the old values including
widowhood practices. If they fail there
but excel in other fields, like raising
the children, providing security for
the entire family etc., she would be
grudgingly accepted.

How much research did you have

to do to bring out the nuances of the

era?

Hardly any. It was all stark reality
happening every day, everywhere. Ex-
ceptions were few. I, as a sensitive girl,
had to pass through paralyzing trauma

o plate of white marble

of pain and anger every time the inci-
dent of somebody’s widowhood oc-
curred. ~

Today in the mid- 21st century,
when Indian women are participat-
ing in all fields, even combat war-
fare, how much difference in societal
attitude towards women do you ob-
serve from the era you have portrayed
in the book?

Not much. There has been a grudg-

ing surrender. Most men are com-
pletely insensitive to the sufferings of
women. They just don’t understand.
However, Indian society is neither
static nor the same everywhere. There
are different levels of progress. Sev-
eral centuries are living side by side
here.

Fiction is often based on real-life
experiences. Did you come across
anyone like the protagonist/ or the
people that suppressed women in

 their families, though educated and

supposedly sophisticated with famili-
arity to modern ideas?

Of course I have seen Bandana-like
situations. But the real women were
less fortunate than Bandana. They had
no such supportive uncle, nor a friend
as the office boss. Though the lover
often materialized, at times it compli-
cated the situation.

One question today’s reader might
ask, why did Bandana reject the of-
Jer of marriage by an understanding,
liberal friend, whom she liked im-

" mensely? Was she afraid to go the

whole hog by breaking the set tradi-
tion of widowhood?

The answer is there in the novel for
everybody to see. She was held back
by her son. This is another piece of
reality which we must not ignore.
Widow remarriage has been made le-
gal, but society is still in doubts about
its morality, especially when there are
children. If they are small there is one
kind of trouble, if they are grown up
the trouble is of a different hue. But
trouble is. there, all right.

(Trans World Features)

patriotism originates from

SS chief Mohan Bhagwat will

release a book hailing Ma

hatma Gandhi as the "biggest
Hindu patriot" on the first day of the
new year.

On January 1, Modi government
ministers Prahlad Patel and V.
Muraleedharan will participate in the
release ceremony of this book titled
Making of a Hindu Patriot by au-
thors J.K. Bajaj and M.D. Srinivas,
at Rajghat here.

Bhagwat had also released a book
in February this year, appealing to
build Gandhi's dream of India.
Bhagwat had said,
"Gandhiji had many times
described himself as a
staunch 'Sanatani Hindu'.
He was never ashamed of
being a Hindu himself.

J.K.Bajaj is the founding
director of the Centre for
Policy Studies and a mem-
ber of the Indian Council of
Social Science Research,
and is also a member of the
commission constituted by
the central government to
subclass the OBCs. M.D.
Srinivas is the founder
president of the Centre for
Policy Studies. '

Bajaj told  JANS,
"Gandhiji was .a born
Hindu, but he became a
strong Hindu in the days of
his experience in South Af-
rica. What is it like to be a
Hindu? He learned this dur-
ing his struggle in South
Africa. Gandhiji openly
used to say - 'My patriot-
ism is increasing and this

B

my religion'. ) ' ]
Bajaj said that Mahatma Gandhi
refused when Christian and Muslim
friends tried to convert him while liv-
ing in South Africa. During this time
he started an in-depth study about
Sanatan Dharma which further
strengthened his Hindu identity.
- The book gives the background
of Gandhi's 'Hind Swaraj'. There are
many interesting details ranging from
the development of Gandhiji's per-

M.

sonality and the campaigns he un-
dertook during his stay in South Af-
rica. The book also narrates the
story of how Gandhi's developed
‘Satyagraha' at the historic meeting
on September 11, 1906 at the Empire
Theatre in Johannesburg. The chap-
ter titled The South African Jail Di-
ary also tells the story of the torture
in prison endured by Gandhi and his
supporters.

The book also describes the cor-
respondence between the great
Russian writer and philosopher Leo
Tolstoy and Mahatma Gandhi. The

laking of a

HINDU PATRIOT

oozt af Gordfifi s Hind Swaraf

J. K. BAJAJ
D. SRINIVAS
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book states that it was Tolstoy who
first gave Mahatma Gandhi the title
of 'Hindu Patriot'.

The book claims Tolstoy was a
fan of all aspects of Gandhi except
his 'Hindu patriotism'. It also has in-
formation about two meetings held
in July 1914 during Gandhiji's arrival °
from South Africa in which he re-
ceived the title of 'Patriot Mahatma’.
(IANS) '

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, December 27, 2020

Venus is forming an angle of 40 degrees with Pluto on your solar retum chart
and it will give mixed results for the whole year. You will become wiser in
your outlook and will look at life from a totally different perspective. You will
show maturity in doing things. You will be meeting lot of influential persons
who will help you a lot in times to come. You would do something extra
ordinary at your workplace. This will enhance your status and prestige. You
will become favorite of your bosses and colisagues. But there will be some
persons who will be jealous of you at your workplace. Your relations with
your partner will grow. There will be lot of understanding and give and take
spirits in relations. Financially you will be well off. Children will shine in
studies. Health will remain fine. You will get support of your friends. Elders
in the family will remain happy and give their blessings.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

The planetary configuration brings good results for you. In-
creased involvement with siblings, students, classmates, or
neighbors may also figure at this time. This could also be a time
of mental restlessness. The pace of your life may be a bit hectic

w, and if you're not used to it, it could make you a tad nervous.
You are more inclined to seek a broad understanding of people

around. Concentrating on listening, connecting, communicating,

and leaming is highlighted. Your attention to the logical world of
reason has also been a focus.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) . .

™

This phase highlights friendship, love, romance and children in
your life. Your home life is especially busy and sometimes
hectic, Arguments with, or on behalf of, family members cannot
be avoided but conflict resolution is bound to be quick and
relatively easy. Excess energy is best channeled into construc-
tive home improvement projects. You are slightly more defen-
sive and certainly more protective than usual during this period.
There may be the need to revisit old, nagging issues regarding
personal finances

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

A

Communication, creativity and authority are highlighted. You are
eager to investigate new things, whether scientific or technical,
This is a phase of completion and transition. Social interaction
is also’emphasized. Give other people a litle extra time and
attention, notice their efforts on your behalf, and strengthen your
connections. You are more curious and alert than usual, and you
could be quite busy with erands, paperwork and phone calls.
Much energy is expended in understanding and adapting to your
immediate environment. .

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

e

Your need for a little attention and career matters come to a head.
You're called to perform, perhaps on a moment's notice, and it's
best to keep your cool and do whatever you can to show your
competence. A sudden job opportunity, or some form of
assistance with regard to career, home, or property matters,
could be part of the picture. This can also produce an evert that
requires you to take charge and show your responsile side.
Your mind is especially inquisitive and leaming, short trips, and
other forms of communication and making connections appeal
strongly.

. Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

You are especially fond of the lite of the home and family, as their
entertainment and pleasure are on your main agenda. There is

ple support and unconditional love from your partner. Take
this time to re-budget instead of making premature purchases.
Hoid off on decision-making regarding money. instead, take the
time to re-think your sources of inpomg and how you spend your
cash during this period. Put off finalizing anything important for
the time being. In fact, some money-making ideas or ventures
may be put on hold due to circumstances beyond your control.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

You may be involved in Iecturtlasl.‘debates and discussions. You
are looking to expand your activities, and you may find that you
have a lot of energy for higher stqdles, travel, or new subjects.You
are quite preoccupied with feelings of Security and your inner
experiences. This is a time when you find your roots and seek

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

Scorpio:(October 24 - November 22)

¥

a feeling of belonging. Besides spending more time tending ta
domestic affairs, the focus -can be on cultivating and-nourishing
your inner foundations that support you and your growth. You
might also enjoy analyzing different health or nutrition programs.
it's an excellent time for entertainment, and fun.

This period brings good-luck for love and romance. More loving
and appreciative relationships with your children may also figurej
now. Your power of attraction skyrockets during this phase. Yet,
you are not aggressive in your approach to love. Instead, you
attract more if you allow yourself to be pursued. Creative self
expression of any kind is favored. At this time, you instinctively
know how to place yourself in the best light in order to make a
good impression on others. Any love affair begun now will be
characterized by good cheer, fun, and a fair share of emotions.

People at work might find you less sociable, as you are busiel
than ever and you focus on your activities and your needs. Yo
might have a more materialistic view of life and are more attracte
{0 objects and possessions symboalic of status. You're called ¢
take on an assignment, perhaps on a moment's notice, and i’
best to keep your cool and do whatever you can to show you
competence. A sudden job opportunity, or some form of
assistance with regards to home or property matters, could

- part of the picture. This can also produce an event that require:

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

Capricorn;

-

you to take charge and show your responsibie side.

This week brings new horizons in your romantic and love life,
Your mind is especially inquisitive, when leaming. Short irips,
and other forms of communication and making connections
appeal strongly. You enjoy the challenge of tackling a variety of
subjects. Talking, writing, and studying can be good ways ta
handle stress. It's a good time for rethinking and revising
educational plans, paperwork, mental projects, and communi-
cations. Now you need a little attention, and career matters col

to the fore. It's an excellent time to further your hobbies an
interests. )

(December 22 - January 20) .

The stars promote your luck in service and work related areas
Your mind is especially sharp and you are quick on the uptak
as additional work comes your way. You enjoy the challeng
of tackling a variety of subjects. Expressing yourself using you
writing skills, through the medium of arts or talking to a confidant
are ways to handie stress. It's a good time for rethinking an
revising educational plans, paperwork, mental projects, an
communications. You are most likely to express your social
romantic, and arfistic qualities through an intellectual appreciatiot
of an, cultural pursuits, and literature.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

f

In addition to your efforts and hard work pay close attentign t
performance metrics. Your efforts will be rewarded and continui

to perform work would be visible to senior colleagues and peopi
in authority. You have an increased interest in your ow
possessions, You are more attracted to objects and possession:
that give you a sense of comfort, and luxury. Romantic matter:
are usually from within the local environment close to home,
although many romantic short trips may be undertaken fo
pleasure. You prefer an intellectual and communicative partner.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

-f<
>

This phase brings in happiness and fulfillment through th
expansion of your mind, widening your social circle, increas:
ing travel opportunities, and connections to people of a differen
cultural background than yours is indicated. You desire to lear
and improve your practical skills. You are especially draw
to family life where your affections find expression. You ar
more receptive and gentle on a romantic level, and tend to b
sentimental or nostalgic now. You may now particularly valu
the aesthetics in and around your home. If things are out of syn
on the home front, you will do whatever you can to re-creat
a peaceful and stable atmosphere.

GST Practitioners
as Career Option

By Ranjan X Baruah

’ e are aware of the profes
sions or career options like
Chartered Accountant,

Company Secretary, etc. There are
different roles and responsibilities
of these people who.are related to
financial matters or other planning
matters. Goods and Services Tax or
GST in simple.is a popular word for
anyone in India. We pay GST and
let us see what it is and what profes-
sion may be directly associated with
GST. ’

The genesis of the introduction
of GST in the country was laid down
in the historic Budget Speech of 28th
February 2006, wherein the then Fi-
nance Minister laid down 1Ist April,
2010 as the date for the introduction
of GST in the country. Thereafter,
there has been a constant endeavor
for the introduction of the GST in
the country whose culmination has
been the introduction of the Consti-
tution-(122nd Amendment) Bill in
December, 2014. .

GST is a dual levy where the Cen-
tral Government will levy and col-
lect Central GST (CGST) and the
State will levy and collect State GST
(SGST) on intra-state supply of
goods or services. The Centre will
also levy and collect Integrated GST
(IGST) on inter-state supply of
goods or services. Thus GST is a
unifier that is going to integrate vari-
ous taxes being levied by the Centre
and the State at present and provide
a platform for forging an economic
union of the country.

Individuals may become GST
practitioners or consultants who can
assist and provide. services to oth-
ers. A registered person may author-
ise an approved GST practitioner to
furnish information, on his or her
behalf, to the government. The man-
ner of approval of goods and serv-

ices tax practitioners, their eligibil- .

ity conditions, duties and obliga-
tions, manner of removal and other
conditions relevant for their func-
tioning have been prescribed in rule
24 and 25 of the Return Rules. Stand-
ardised formats from GST PCT-1 to

&

making application for enrolment as
GST practitioner, certificate of enrol-
ment, show cause notice for dis-
qualification, order of rejection of
application of enrolment, list of ap-
proved GST practitioners, authori-
sation letter and withdrawal of au-
thorisation. A goods and services tax
practitioner enrolled in any other
State or Union Territory shall be
treated as enrolled in the State/ Un-
ion territory ,

Aspirants should satisfy any -of
the following conditions: - (a) s/he
is a retired officer of the Commercial
Tax Department of any State Gov-
ernment or of the CBEC and had
worked in a post not lower in rank
than that of a Group-B gazetted of-
ficer for minimum period of two
years; or (b) s/he has been enrolled
as a sales tax practitioner or tax re-
turn preparer under the existing law
for a period of not less than five
years; (c) s/he has passed: (i) A
graduate or postgraduate degree or
its equivalent examination having a
degree in Commeice, Law, Banking
including Higher Auditing, or Busi-
ness Administration or Business
Management from any Indian Uni-
versity established by any law for
the time being in force; or (ii) A de-
gree examination of any Foreign Uni-
versity recognized by any Indian
University as equivalent to the de-
gree examination mentioned in sub
clause (i); or (iii) Any other examina-

GST PCT-5 have been prescribed for

tion notified by the Government, on
the recommendation of the Council,
for this purpose; or (iv)Any degree
examination of an Indian University
or of any Foreign University recog-
nized by any Indian University as
equivalent of the degree examination
or (v) Has passed any of the follow-
ing examinations, namely - (a) Final
examination of the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants of India; or (b)
Final examination of the Institute of
Cost Accountants of India; or (c)
Final examination of the Institute of
Company Secretaries of India.

A person desirous of becoming
GST Practitioner has'to submit an
application in the form GST PCT-1.
The application shall be scrutinised -
and GST practitioner certificate shall
be granted in the form GST PCT-2.
In case, the application is rejected,
proper reasons shall have to be men-
tioned in the form GST PCT-4.The
enrolment once done remains valid
till it is cancelled. But no person en-
rolled as a goods and services tax
practitioner shall be eligible to remain
enrolled unless he passes such
examination conducted at such pe-
riods and by such authority as may
be notified by the Commissioner on
the recommendations of the Coun-
cil. Further details may be collected
from the official website.

(The author is a career mentor
and skill trainer and can be
reached at bkranjan@gmail.com or
8473943734)
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“Life is not a problem to be solved, but a
reality to be experienced.”
— Soren Kierkegaard
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Freedom and democracy
THERE is no cap for human aspirations; the more
we have the more we want. Similar is the case
with freedom and democracy too. Those in the
Opposition from time immemorial kept complaining
that governments of those times were acting in

undemocratic ways. Similarly, now Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and the set of self-styled
intellectuals in the capital keep attacking the Modi-
led NDA government for subversion of freedom
and democratic principles. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is understandably not enthused and
has openly aired his resentment over such
insinuations against his government. A fair
assessment of the situation in India, except for the
Emergency period in the mid-1970s, could be that
democracy here is in full flow. There is rather a
surfeit of freedom we as a society enjoy and which
we tend to use and misuse to our heart’s content.
In most respects there is not much difference in
the style of functioning between the NDA and
UPA. Modi has not been able to chart a new
course. It also meant a slow march forward for
the nation, adhering to the Hindu Rate of Growth,
other than for most parts of the Manmohan Singh
era when GDP rate rose up to nine per cent and
then started falling. Overall, India remains where it

was long ago.

Contrast this with China, where the word of the
party is law and the top executive of the nation is
duty-bound to implement its diktat. That helped
take matters fofward, while the elected leader and
government of India will keep squirming in their
chairs once a plan is rolled out for implementation;
as in the case of the farmer protests in Delhi now.
An assessment now is that China will, in a decade’s
time, overtake the United States as the world’s
largest economy. The corresponding scenario for
India will be unpredictable. At the same time, Indian
democracy has its strengths. A self-acclaimed

chaiwala has become the chief executive of the
nation of 1.4 billion people. This itself is a big step
forward for democracy from the decades after
Independence when one family concentrated the
power in its hands and ruled the nation for three

successive generations. Democracy or any system
is fine as long as it helps in the growth of the nation
and welfare of its people. Democracy per se or
the freedom that it offers people will alone not
suffice. Other factors that need to drive a nation is
a robust economy and for that a participatory
economic vision is a must where the Opposition
too must lend its weight. After all, good economics
alone will enable growth and progress it and
partisanship is not expected while dealing with
issues of national importance.

TO THE EDITOR

Its a ‘No’ to
development in
Meghalaya

Editor,

I was reading the report,
“No NOC for railhead” (ST
Dec 27, 2020) and am
amused at an institution
that’s literally on its last legs
as far as resources from the
formal/legal sectors is
concerned has to put
spokes in the wheels of
development even as they
happily allow cement
companies and limestone
by the millions of tonnes to
be mined, at great cost to
the environment. There’s
something very wrong with
the kind of people being
elected both to the state
legislature and the district
councils. They are at best
people with commercial
interests but will not allow
anything above board to
happen. A report on the
same day speaks about the
illegal toll/check gates set up
by the Councils which we
are all aware are for the

purpose of collecting money
and not about checking
illegal consignments of
timber cut from the forests
under the watch of the
ADCs. Anyone who travels
on the Jowai-Shillong-
Guwahati- road or the
Nongstoin-Shillong-
Guwahati road will not fail to
see pine trees whose girth
does not meet the
specifications set up the
State Forest Department,
being carted daily with no
bothered to take action
because the only interest is
so collect, collect and
collect. The ADCs are like
buckets with holes. They are
never satiated and will never
be until the last tree has been
brought down and nothing
more is left to cut. It’s also a
stark irony that the State
Forest Department with a
clutch of officers and guards
only control 4% of the
forests in the state. And
these same people are
supposed to be the
custodians of our customs
and traditions! What a farce!

The railways have come
to Garo Hills and brought 11

British misjudged strength of
Nangbah-led Jaiitia rebellion

A mere disturbance
which turns to a fight for
Independence would be
the best title of the entire
study of the Jafitia
rebellion led by u Kiang
Nangbah. Like a fire which
started from a single spark,
the rising in a petty eleka
by few tribal was what the
British considered the
Jaiitia rebellion to be when
it initially started. In the
beginning the Jaifitia
rebellion as it is commonly
called was not taken
seriously by the British
government, till it became
well organized and gained
support from every nook
and corner of the hill areas
and went beyond the
government’s control. The
British underestimated the
uprising and thought it
was restricted to people of
only one eleka. And they
were not wrong in their
assumption either because
even the Daloi of eleka
Jowai was not against the
government.

The British
miscalculated the general
feelings of the people of
the entire hills portion of
erstwhile Jaifitia kingdom
towards the highhande-
dness of the government’s
officers and the
domination of a foreign
power over their land. The
British had treacherously
captured Jaifitiapur on
March 16, 1835 and this
created ill-feelings against
the foreign rulers among
the hills people. The
feeling of ° Dbeing
subjugated by a foreign
power is what compelled
the people to join in the
fight despite the internal
politics among the elekas
and their animosity
against each other. The
officers of the government
also failed to judge the
feelings, of the people of
the hills portion of Jafitia
kingdom and did not
anticipate that their anger
against the empire would
be able to unite the people
of the elekas of the
erstwhile kingdom under
one banner.

The British officer did
not anticipate that an
upheaval of a small tribal
group could create so
much trouble for the
British Empire. Captain
BWD Murton Deputy
Commissioner of the
Cossayah and Jynteah
Hills, in his letter to Major
J.C. Houghton, officiating
Agent of . Governor
General, North East
frontier in his letter No. 278,
dated Cheerapoonjee, the
28th August 1862 stated
that the rebels have no
general grievance, such as
would in any way justify
or account for rebellion of
some dozen of inhabitants
of which in ordinary

By H H Mohrmen

circumstances had nothing
in common, but were also
at feud with each other.
There is no denying the
fact that after the British
had conquered the Jaiitia
kingdom and kept the king
and royal family under
pension, the internal
differences among the
communities which by now
had organized themselves
from Raids in one village to
elekas (which comprises of
several village headed by
their respective Dalois)
were in constant conflict
with each other. In fact the
region abounds with folk
stories where elekas were
in hostility and were in
constant feud with one
another especially after the
fall of the Jaifitia kingdom.
During the glorious reign of
the Jaiitia kingdom, the
elekas were under one
sovereign dominion and
they respected their king so
there were no stories of
hostility amongst them.
Capt Murton however
admitted that the only
grievance which can be
considered as one is the
solitary instance of Police
interference with religious
ceremony at Jallong Illakah
(eleka Talong) which is also
established by  oral
narrative. Captain Murton
was referring to the
instance when the police on
being informed that the
people of the raid along
were going to perform their
“annual ‘Pastieh Kaiksoo’
went to the spot and
intervened in the ceremony.
The British were under the
wrong impression that the
pastieh which included
men donning warrior attire
with their 'swords and
shields and performing
warrior dances, were
preparing a rebellion
against the government.
Government officials not
only stopped the ceremony
but also confiscated all the
swords and shields that the
people used in the warrior

~dance. The local tribal

people consider this to be
a direct interference in their
religious beliefs which
amounted to sacrilege.
Unfortunately ever since
the act of sacrilege was
committed by the British
soldiers the people of raid
along had not been able to
revive the traditional
warrior dance of the people
in the area. The
interference sounded the
death knell on the tradition.

That the ceremony was
performed away from the
village on the bank of the
river Myntdu adjacent to
where part of the river
called Kaiksoo is located
was perhaps performed by
the Dhar clan of lalong

because ‘ka Kaiksoo’ is the
clan’s deity. Perhaps the
location where the dance
was performed being a
forest also convinced the
British that the rebels were
preparing their guerilla
warfare  against  the
government. The area is
surrounded by at least four
sacred groves, the falong
sacred forest, the Tuber
sacred forest at Chohchrieh
village, the Chyrmang
sacred forest and the
Khapiaba sacred forest near
fongnoh village.

- In his communiqué
Murton was also convinced
that mere interferénce with
religious ceremony in
Jaliong will not account for
a rebellion in Raliong
(Raliang) district. The
officials have rightly
calculated that the sheer
distance of Ialong from
Raliang will make it
impossible for the two to
join forces in fighting the
British. The leader of the
two elekas Raliang and
Jowai and Talong were part
of the eleka Jowai and were
also always feuding against
each other. The British
assumption was the Daloi
Raliang will not have any in
inclination to  fight
alongside the Daloi of

Jowai even if it was against

a common enemy.

It is an obvious fact that
religion played a very
crucial role in convincing
the Pnar and the War to
fight against the foreign
dominion - which later
becomes the fight for
independence of the Hills
people. of the Jafitia
kingdom from the British raj.
The interference of the
British official in the
religious activity of the
people compelled them to
unite and made other elekas
join in the fight against the
Oppressors.

Capt. BWD Murton is
also of the opinion that he
cannot term a complaint
against taxation a grievance
as the governments were
perfectly at liberty to
impose what taxes they
pleased on their own
subjects. The Capt was
right is his assessment and
moreever according to oral
narratives, it was only the
Daloi of eleka Jowai who
had started collecting the
house tax imposed by the
British government on his
people. The government
initiated the collection of
house tax from Jwai perhaps
because it is the seat of the
elaka and was also the place
where the only police
station was located. As it
turned out, it was a major
blunder that the Capt

committed because levying
taxes on tribals who believe

that land belongs to them
is a wrong move.

Land is an integral part
of tribal life and culture and
their lives revolve around
the land which they
believe is God given.
Nature is also the dwelling
place of the nature gods ‘ki
ryngkaw ki basa’ and they
believe they have complete
-ownership over the land
and no power can take that
away from them. Besides
paying tax is an alien idea
and compelling them to
pay tax on their own house
was an absurd idea they
could not accept.

In his letter to the
Officiating Commissioner
of Assam, dated Jowai; the
30th of September 1862
BWD Murton DC of
Cossyah and Jynteeah
hills informed that no
chiefs of sufficient
influence had as yet
delivered themselves up.
In his journal BWD
Murton informed that at
Jowai he met the Dolloye
(Dalloi) of Shillong
Muntang (Shilliang

Myntang) and Jowai and"

when asked about the
rebellion, the former
feigned ignorance about
the rebellion while the
latter casuaily stated that
it could be because of the
Police interference with the
religious ceremony at
Jallong. What this journal
entry by Murton tells us is
about the power .and
influence of the rebellion.
The rebellion had so much
influence that even the
two Dalois who are with
the government feigned
ignorance and refused to
talk about the proposed
rebellion to the
government perhaps out of
fear of being punished by
the rebels. "

True to the guerilla
tactics that they employed,
the leader of the rebellion
remained elusive and the
government has not been
able to even indentify this
e leader for a very long
time. As a matter of fact
according to oral stories
the rebels from the
beginning had arrived at a
consensus and elected u

. Kiang Nangbah as their

leader, but the government
intelligence failed to
identify the leader of the
uprising till the end of
September 1862.

End notes: I must thank
Tarun Bharitya who is
married to ‘ka pyrsa ka ksu’
the grand niece of U Kiang
Nangbah for having the
confidence to share with
me  the documents
pertaining to the Jafitia
rebellion which helped me
in this important work of
recreating the history of
the rebellion.

Email: hhmohrmen67

@gmail.com

much ease in transportation
of goods and humans but
in the Khasi Hills it’s a ‘No’
‘No’ to every idea of
development. Those who
produce goods that are
exportable often find the
transportation cost higher
than the production cost.
How long will this
negativity persist and
people keep quiet? What
Meghalaya needs right now
is a revolution by right
thinking youth who are
looking at entrepreneurship
and not govemment service
as their future. For too long
we have allowed our fates
to be decided by a bunch of
self:seeking politicians and
wannabe politicians under
the guise of pressure
groups. These two groups
of vested interests are hell
bent on keeping Meghalaya
at subsistence level forever
while they have shamelessly
accumulated  personal
wealth not just for one
generation for the second
and third generation as
well.

Every year we faithfuily
read about the Lukha River

turning blue. Some say it’s
due to acid mine drainage;
others claim that it is due to
effluents from cement
companies. Till date there is
no definite report about the
actual cause although
NEHU seems to have done
some studies. Whatever it
is, it shows that the state
and its government don’t
care what happens to our
rivers and streams and will
continue coal mining to
carry on unabated the way
it is being done — the rat hole
mining variety and no one
can do a thing about it. The
rule of the jungle prevails
and lawlessness 18 the order
of the day in this state. And
the  public silently
acquiesces in all this
venality. Who will save
Meghalaya from itself?
Yours etc.,
RK Kharmawlong,
Via email

U Thlen in our

midst

Editor,
It’s shocking that the

HNLC  should make
allegations on social media
and in the local media of
misuse of power, corruption
and scam after scam naming
politicians in the MDA
government. The Khasi
Thlen is now alive and
kicking in the government.
The Thlen thrives on the
blood of its own people and
that’s what it is feeding on
now - the blood of the weak,
the powerless and the poor.
The Deputy Chief Minister
had made a feeble defence
of these allegations but the
allegations call for a deeper
enquiry by the Central
Investigation Agencies. The
break-up of Rs 399 crore for
Covid expenses has not yet
been put up in the public
domain. Hence we the public
must not shy away from
asking straight and incisive
questions about the state of
our economy and finances.
We often tend to remain
silent or to ignore allegations
of corruption and to take it
as an 'accepted’ trend. This
is going to destroy the state
because of the thriving black

money transactions. It is
laughable that some of
these corrupt politicians
occupy the front seats in
any religious gathering.
Now the poor are getting
poorer; the teachers are not
paid their dues; muster roll

- workers are on strike and

government employees not
paid their DA; the MDA
government has plunged
Meghalaya into an abyss.
This coalition government
is best described as a
'‘Coalition of Unscrupulous
Politicians'.

A directionless gover-
nment with zero investment
and failing governance is

having a very negative

effect on our state. If there
is no immediate course
correction we are staring at
a Financial Emergency
anytime soon.

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar

Shillong-3
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British cultural
hegemony and U
Kiang Nangbah

| By Dr. Omarlin Kyndiah

An Irish poet, dramatist,
and prose writer William
Butler Yeats once said, “In
dreams begin respon-
sibility”. The patriot whose
death anniversary we are
commemorating was a
perfect epitome of this. He
is U Kiang Nangbah who

motherland and shouldered
the responsibility of leading
the fight against the British
rule. On the occasion of the
158th Death anniversary of
U Kiang Nangbah, we are
reminded of how India
fought to free itself from the
shackles of colonial rule,
and the stories still
reverberate in our hearts.
From the Great Revolt of
1857 to the attainment of
independence in 1947 lakhs
of freedom fighters fought
to free the country from
British tyranny.

The Indian freedom
struggle 'was a long and
arduous one. It started with
the revolt of 1857, which is
twenty-two years after the
Jaintia Kingdom was
annexed by the British. The
Indian National Movement
was one of the biggest mass
movements the world has
ever seen. It was a movement
that inspired millions of
people of all classes to
revolt against the colonial
empire. ,

After the  Anglo-
Burmese War of 1824-26, the
British came into closer
contact with the number of
hill tribes in the Northeast
region. Though at first, it
took the form of an
“understanding with the
British against the forces of
Ava, but later because of the
repeated incursions, differ-
ences came about which
finally led to armed conflicts.
The case of the Khasi
resistance of 1829 led by U
“Tirot Sing Syiem is one such
instance. However, it was
only with the surrender of
U Tirot Sing on January 13,
1833, on condition that his
life be spared that the Khasi
resistance came to an end.

In the context of the
Jaintias, though, the event
of 1857 has no major impact,
yet the reforms that were
carried out had an important
effect on the Jaintias.

The British annexed the
Jaintia Kingdom in 1835 and
destroyed. the political
edifice which had been built,
brick by brick, by the
Jaintias. The top structure
was completely destroyed
when the institution of the
Jaintia King (Syiem) was
abolished, and the rich
fertile plains of the Jaintia
Parganas was annexed to
Sylhet district and some
areas to Cachar district,
while the Gobha Raj and
other smaller principalities
were annexed to Nowgong
district. ‘This marks the end
of the golden era in the
political history of the
Jaintias. The  British
adopted a policy of least
interference and left the
Jaintia people almost
entirely to themselves for a
period of more than two
decades. During these
periods Kiang Nangbah
became fully aware of the
policies and plans of the
British to impose authority
on the Jaintias. .

The British realised that
political, administrative, and
financial control exercised
by them were primarily
based on the bayonet and
they attempted to justify
their colonial power on
ideological grounds. They
did it by establishing
cultural hegemony over the
locals. This was done by
arguing that the local
cultures were decadent and
inferior and that those of the
colonial masters were
superior. The conversion of
a number of Jaintias and
using them to expand their
base by the church caused
suspicions about the real
intent of the British in the
minds of the people.
However, the anti-British
feelings started when the

British India Government
attempted to impose taxes
and interfered with the

dreamt of an independent -

custom and religious
activities of the people.
These acts are viewed by the
people as an attempt of the
British to impose authority
and make the people
“submissive  to  that
authority” and to “ackno-
wledge the supremacy of the
British government”. In
1860-61, The British imposed
a house tax and income tax
and also prevented
cremation of the dead- a
traditional practice of the
indigenous faith. These
activities led to the revolt of
the Jaintias against British
imperialism. A man of

commitment to his people, U’

Kiang Nangbah could not
remain indifferent to their
plight. He took up leadership
of the Rebellion in January
1862, waged a war against
the colonial rulers. The
colonial records attest to the
fact that it could be
suppressed after prolonged
and arduous military
operations and that the
government found it difficult
in the face of Nangbah’s
gueryilla tactics. The British
had to reinforce regiments to
conduct a full-scale military
‘operation against U Kiang
Nangbah and his men and

yet they described it as a.

“Little War”. However, as it
happened throughout
history, Kiang Nangbah was
caught with the help of a
traitor and was hanged aftet
a “mock trial” on the
December 30, 1862 at Jowai.

The Jaintias continued
their fight even after U
Kiang’s death but in an
unorganised manner. People
in places like Rymbai, Padu,
Nangjngi, Nongbareh,
Umkiang, Jowai, Mynso,
Nartiang, Lamin, Mukhla
and Nangbah were still
carrying out the resistance.
However, by February 1863
the resistance ended
because most of the leaders
were killed in the fight with

the British troops while some

surrendered and others were
taken as prisoners (except for
Oossa Marateang ( name as
recorded in the. Bengal
Judicial Proceedings No.214,
4 March 1863) who was tried
by Capt. B.W.D Morton and
was hanged on 16 Januvary
1863).

Kiang Nangbah’s reply to
Brigadier Dunsord and
‘Captain Morton, Commis-
sioner on the Act XI of 1857
during the proceedings in
the case of U Kiang
Nangbah Charged - with
Rebellion, is one that bears
reflection in these times. He
said, “I shall speak the whole
truth though I am hanged for
it. I am neither a Dolloi nor
Pator. I have attended to my
fields. In the cold season 1
have traded with Meekiers.
Manick Dolloi held a durbar
at Jowai, at which he
informed all the ryots that by
order of the Government the
religious observances and
burning of the dead were
prohibited. On hearing this I
thought it was all up with us,
and I therefore said at the
durbar that I would not pay
any tax.”

Today, as we remember
the supreme sacrifices that
U Kiang Nangbah had made
for the freedom of our
motherland let us bow our
heads in homage to the
memory of those leaders
who have laid down their
lives in the service of the
motherland.  Prominent
among these were: U Swar
Sutnga, U Long Padu, U
Mon Rymbai, U Chey
Rangbah, U Bang Raliang, U
Kher Pator Raliang, U Woh
Riang, U Mulon Mynso, U
Kiang Sule, and U Kat
Changpung.

As 1 conclude, I would
like to remind our youth that
we should not simply harp
upon past glories. In order
to make our dreams a reality,
we must struggle to strive
and not to yield. Meghalaya
needs a new and young
generation imbibed with new
ideas, new values, new
hopes, and new vigour in the
social, economic, and
political sphere to make the
dream of our leaders a reality.

(The writer is General
Secretary of Sein Raij
Niamtre Shillong. Email
kyndiahomarlin@gmail.com)
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“The brutal history of colonialism is one |
in which white people literally stole. ‘
land and people for their own gain

and material wealth.” }

-- Patrisse Cullors
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Need for conclusive studies
THE clamour by pressure groups and now the Khasi
Hills District Council for an independent probe into
the alleged uranium leakage from a tank adjoining
an exploratory mine in South West Khasi Hills is
well taken. An environmentalist who visited the place
and measured the radiation levels claims it is very

high and consequently dangerous for living beings.
Since then the Government has engaged the North
Eastern Hill University NEHU) and IIT Guwahati
to carry out their studies and submit their reports
accordingly. These two institutions are considered
quasi-government bodies because they rely on gov-
emment funding. The groups demanding the probe
by the so-called independent agency also have to
names those agencies. Government of India is un-
likely to permit any international agency into a terri-
tory with uranium deposits. So the institution has to
be of Indian vintage. Any group demanding any-
thing from the government ought to have a blueprint
of action and suggest specific measures — in this
case the name of the independent agency they feel
they can trust. Just telling the government so do
something without taking the trouble of doing their
own research is not pragmatic. If the groups are
dissatisfied with NEHU and /or [IT Guwahati they
need to find the Institute they trust and push gov-
ernment to engage it. Government should always
be presented with practical alternatives instead of
vague ultimatums.

On another more serious note the Lukha river

which turns blue around this season has interest-
ingly not attracted the same kind of anxiety from
any of the pressure groups, other than a hue and
cry from the students’ body of that area. That
riverine life continues to die year after year since
2007, due to the toxins in the river does not seem
to pain anyone; not even the residents of the area
and district. No self-acclaimed environmentalist has
visited the Lukha to take a sample of the water and
to carry out an independent study in a laboratory
other than that owned by Government, if indeed
there is any such lab. What’s interesting is that
NEHU located within the state has so far not come
up with any study so that a course correction can
be made. Is the blue colour due to the effluents from
cement companies as alleged? Does acid mine drain-
age from coal mines have anything to do with the
Lukha changing colour? Unless an in-depth scien-
tific study is carried out, there will always be claims
and counter-claims. Whatever the reason for this

rare phenomenon, it requires urgent action.

TOTHEEDITOR

(SIX)

- When inner clouds
blind the heart

To answer this basic
question — why the Khasi
people made the choices
they did (favoring the Cau-
casian west, while xenopho-

I bic towards mainland India)

-- one must be nuanced and
objective. One must first un-
derstand Khasi history,
identifying those aspects of
western culture they em-
braced — especially religion,
arts (especially music), and
the great progressive politi-
cal movements of the
west.Moreover, one must
understand the history of
the west. Finally, one must
understand the impact of
modernity on the fate of in-
digenous  communities
worldwide. In the end, one
must understand our univer-
sal human condition of ex-
istential exile.

It is true that colonialism
decimated indigenous com-
munities worldwide — espe-
cially their native religions.
In the words of James
Rachels, “Europeans and
their cultural descendants in
America have a shabby his-
tory of destroying native
cultures in the name of
Christianity and Enlighten-
ment, not to mention self-in-
terest.” But Rachels’ words
represents a repentant secu-
lar progressive west. From
a more objective standpoint,
colonialism was perhaps a
historically necessitated
coat of many colors that in-
cluded benevolent white
men and women who sacri-
ficed their lives to serve the
native. Not all religious mis-
sionaries destroyed native
religions. Moreover, Christ
Himself perhaps spoke to at
least some sincere souls,
which is why Christian de-
votion is sometimes more
alive in the former colonies
than in the west. Adding to
this, we have, in the context
of Shillong, great medical
missionaries like Dr. Arthur
Hughes, the Schweitzer of
Assam.Stalwarts like Dr.
Hughes have enriched the
colonial legacy of Western
Europe and America upon
Khasi society. This back-
ground should help us un-
derstand Khasi admiration
for the west. But it does not.
Many brown Indian Dkhars
have also given up their
lives to serve the Khasi peo-
ple. The venerable monks of
the Ramakrishna order have
served Meghalaya for dec-
ades. Have they received the
same accolades as Dr.
Hughes? :

.But more mystifying than
this is the fact that Khasis
have welcomed something
as culturally corrosive and
morally dangerous as the
decadent aspects of the
modern west, which are for-
eign, not only to Khasi in-
digenous culture, but to the
human condition itself. For
the deracinating passions
the west worships make for-
eigners of us all. For a peo-
ple so afraid of demographic

and cultural extinction, why

have Khasis embraced, al-

7By*Deepa Ma]umdgr

most suicidally, modern
western culture — an insidi-
ous pecuniary-
concupiscent force that can
extinguish their culture in a
matter of a few years? | can
understand admiring great
western philosophers like
Plato and Aristotle, or
Neoplatonic masters like
Plotinus, or medieval Chris-
tian saints like St. Francis
of Assisi and others. I can
understand admiring British
virtues or the great good
side of modern America —
its democratic principles,
philanthropic tradition, rare
sensitivity to ethics, gener-
osity, and legalism. But I
cannot understand emulat-
ing western religious big-
otry, or the more sensuous
expressions of western art,
music, and culture. Nor can
I understand Khasi compla-
cency before the culturally
corrosive west —a far
greater threat to their exist-
ence than the mainland In-
dian, or even the illegal refu-
gee. Armed with pecuniary
might, the modern west is
formidable, compared to the
helpless refugee. From the
stand point of justice or
even survival, who or what
is the real enemy? The In-
dian Dkhar, or the cultural
hegemony of the west?-
Having-grown up in the
Shillong-of-the-sixties, I re-

" call my own attraction to the

west. At least part of our
fascination was ethical and
aesthetic — hence, genuine
and universal. We admired
the discipline, moral aware-
ness, industriousness, and
justice in the west. We ad-
mired their scientific tem-
perament. We admired their
savants and saints. Yet,
even back then, there was
something humiliating
about our enthrallment with
Enid Blyton.

Five Find-Outers in the hills
of Shillong — thus recreat-
ing British fiction in post-
independent India — ex-
posed the powerful dis-
placement caused by our
neo-colonial homelessness.
I can understand admiring
Blyton’s wisdom, relative
innocence, and high moral
standards for children — but
not her racism or sexism. To
look for elves and fairies
amidst the stalwart pines of
Shillong may sound inno-
cent. But is it?

So my questions lin-
ger... Why does the cultur-
ally corrosive modern west
fascinate the Khasi people,
although it is the greatest
threat to their existence?
Why does modern India re-
pel them, afthough they
benefit at the cost of the In-
dian taxpayer? :

The modern west is
spiritual desert, as is China.
Bereft of all soothing wa-

" ters of wisdom — except, in

a snatch of a song here and

there — the west has be-

come a shopping mall, a

That we -
- sought to recreate Blyton’s

therapy hub, and a drug den
all rolled into one. Since the
schizoid historical separa-
tion of science and religion
in the history of Europe,
western civilization has pro-
gressively fallen away from
the spiritual heart of religion,
thus losing its foothold in the
life-saving ascetic norms
that enliven all religions.
Having replaced the true
Christian Trinity with a new
unholy trinity — capitalism,
the so-called sexual revolu-
tion, and the hi-tech war—the
west has lost its soul. There
is therefore little to admire
about this west — except the
lingering light of western
savants that continues to
illumine western civilization.
The spiritual crisis endemic
to modernity (an offspring of
western culture) reveals it-
self especially in philosophy
and the arts. What else can
it be but a crisis, when phi-
losophy lacks wisdom, po-
etry loses rhythm, and mu-
sic becomes noise — when a
whole civilization loses sight
of the supreme virtues of
chastity and renunciation —
when blind utilitarianism re-
places contemplation? So
why emulate this version of
the west, instead of its afore-
mentioned virtues? Why
emulate its blinding materi-
alism that desecrates the en-
vironment and denudes this
beautiful earth? Instead,
why not emulate thoughtful
westerners who seek refuge
in philanthropy? The answer
lies in our own worldliness
and concupiscent-materialis-
tic aspirations. We admire
that which we ourselves long
for.

Modernity threatens in-
digenous  communities
worldwide. Any community,
whether indigenous or not,

has the right to self-defense, |

when threatened with extinc-
tion. So I more than under-
stand Khasis resisting rac-
ist Indians, or voyeuristic In-
dian tourists seeking human
z00s, or Hindu fundamental-
ists threatening the rights of
Christians and other minori-
ties, or the sensual culture
of Bollywood. I also under-
stand fears of demographic
extinction, which, however,
should never override the
human rights of
others.While . indigenous
communities deserve self-
actualization, the surge to
sovereignty must have rea-
sonable limits, without
which, it destroys justice.
Like every nation, India
has its ugly stereotype. But
Khasi xenophobia does not
aim at the ugly Indian..In-
stead it aims at the helpless
Indian who has lived and
served in Meghalaya for
generations. Moreover, like
indigenous black communi-
ties in Africa, Khasis have
borrowed western racism
(secular and Christian) to de-
liver a vicarious (more lethal)
secondary racism against
the hapless mainland Indian

Dkhar. Khasi racism and
xenophobia therefore have
two layers. The first is in-
digenous, but the second is
borrowed from the west —a
vicarious prejudice some-
times more evident in Khasi
Christian rejections of other
Indian religions. Both are to
be distinguished from the
understandable Khasi rejec-

, tion of noxious Indian con-

descension and racism.
What then is the ultimate
solution to xenophobia?
The answer, which must be
spiritual, existential, and

therefore collective, defies-

politics altogether. How
does an identity-laden tra-
ditional community venti-
late itself with the fresh air
of universality? By recog-
nizing our shared human
condition of existential ex-
ile, which turns us all ‘into
perennial outsiders or exis-
tential Dkhars. Religious
savants have always urged
us to let go of the world,
even as we celebrate it. If
the Psalmist sings “... the
earth is filled with Thy
riches” (Ps. 103: 24), then St.
Bonaventure celebrates the
traces of God in this world:

“Open your eyes there-
fore, prick up your spiritual
ears, open your lips, and ap-
ply your heart, that you may
see your God in all crea-
tures, may hear Him, praise
Him, love and adore Him,
magnify and honor Him, lest
the whole world rise against
you.” v

But a still higher teach-
ing tells us that despite
these celestial traces, we
must let go of the world. Our
earthly lives therefore are
subject to a twofold exile.
First, the fall of man —
whether through Vedantic
maya, the Judeo-Christian
idea of ‘original sin, or the
Plotinian idea of tolma (au-
‘dacity) — puts him in a per-
ennial state of passive exile
from his true home in God.
But second, he must con-
sciously practice detach-
ment, so he can experience
active exile, by letting go of
the world. Or, as Thomas a
Kempis says:

“If you would stand
surely in grace, and profit
much in virtue, consider
yourself as an exile and a
pilgrim here in this life...”

Given our twofold state
of exile — the first intrinsic,

the second, potential — why

persecute those in a state
of literal political exile? Why
exile others through xeno-
phobia? Why add to our in-
ner alienation and exile, by
imbibing the hatred endemic
in racism and xenophobia?

The physical clouds that
enshroud the majestic hills
of Meghalaya are ethereal
in their beauty. But the moral
clouds of racism and xeno-
phobia are toxins of the heart
that can only boomerang
back to hurt the Khasi peo-
ple.. Email: dmajumda

@gmail.com

roads and salubrious cli-
mate, Shillong also pro-
vides an easy option for re-
juvenation of health. When

Entry-pass
system repugnant

to C Onstitution we visit Shillong, we spend

on our stay, food and en-

Edit tertainment, besides doing
itor,

some shopping as well. Cer-

Meghalaya Government tainly, we add to the money

has recently introduced e-
pass system for tourists and
outsiders willing to visit the
state. From what I have
seen in the media reports, it
appears that the state has
practically slammed the
door on people like us who
love to visit Shillong on
week-ends and other fes-
tive times. We visit Shillong
because it carries a lot of
fond memories of our old
connections with the place.
Not only was the place part
of Assam but also its capi-
tal for over 150 years.
Many people of Assam
have relations and friends
in Shillong. Some have re-
tained their houses in the
hill station as a getaway
from the heat of the plains.
Besides, Shillong has been
the getaway destination for
the Assamese for a long
time. Convenient because
of close proximity, good

circulation in the state.
Now, suddenly, with one
stroke of the pen, all these
have gone. We have to per
force seek e-pass to revisit
the state. According to one
published report in a
Guwahati daily, Meghalaya
has decided not to allow
entry to tourists who would
not be staying overnight.
Every tourist will have to
give details of place of stay.
I find it incomprehensible
why any tourist cannot go
to Shillong in the morning
and return by evening?
What is the rationale?
Come to think of it,
Meghalaya is behaving like
a foreign country by intro-
ducing a system which
seeks to prevent the right
of a fellow Indian to enter
the state. This is a violation
of the Constitution of India
which allows every citizen

free access to all parts of the
country. As a north-east-
erner myself, I find this ex-
treme protectionism repug-
nant to my fundamental right
as a citizen of this country.
Seriously, somebody should
challenge this unconstitu-
tional system in the court of
law. If Meghalaya govern-
ment does not take back this
"visa system", we, the harm-
less tourists, may be com-
pelled to file a PIL in Gauhati
High Court challenging this
regressive action.
Yours etc.,
Alpana Khound,
Via email

II

Editor,

The Shillong Times of
December 22, last quoted
our Deputy Chief Minister
Prestone Tynsong as hav-
ing said that the permanent
residents, both tribals and
non-tribals, need not worry
about their exit and entry.
The impression he has cre-
ated is that those who are
permanent residents,. need
not go through the rigma-

role of registering and re-
porting at facilitation cen-
tres. As a permanent resi-
dent of the place, ] was much
happy to read the minister's
statement. However, I am a
little skeptical about it after .
hearing the tales from some
of my friends. One friend
told me that he had gone to
Assam on December 23 for
a one-night's stay. He had
to pre-register himself
online, obtain a computer-
generated pass and was re-
quired to report to the
Umling facilitation centre
both ways. He had to pro-
duce his EPIC as a proof of
his bona fide. Another non-
tribal friend while returning
from a tour, was detained,
questioned endlessly and
then "let off". These reports
have created a sense of con-
fusion among the citizens
who are normal residents of
Meghalaya. One person
told me that it is not enough
to get clearance from the
facilitation centre; they had
to also show identity card
at Byrnihat in two places.
So, what is the prescribed
procedure? Is there any de-
viation at the ground level

from ‘what the government
at the top had decided?

L therefore urge upon the
concerned authorities to be
kind enough to issue a clari-
fication detailing the pre-
scribed norms for the resi-
dents when they. wish to
travel out of the state or re-
turn home. And also, what
about our children who are
studying/working outside
and wish to be back home?

Yours etc.,
S.K.Deb,
Shillong-4
I
Editor,
The entry pass system
recently introduced 1In

Meghalaya has created
problems for the indigenous
people of the Northeast. In
order to tackle foreigners,

"Meghalaya has decided to

deny entry to people like us.
We are never going to settle
down in Meghalaya. We
have our own state
Nagaland which has judi-
ciously kept Dimapur out of
the purview of ILP. We wel-
come everybody who

wishes to visit us for busi-
ness or tourism. However,
some of us need to visit
Meghalaya a few times in a
year, because of our chil-
dren who are students of
some private schools in
Shillong. My daughter tells
me that her school is going
to reopen on January 11.
The permit system is a
dampener for me. [ am in a
quandary as to whether 1
should withdraw my child
from Shillong and put her
in some good school in
Guwahati. May I request
the political leaders of
Meghalaya to keep Shillong

out of the new permit sys-

tem? This will help people

like us to travel to Shillong

without any restrictions,

like others can freely travel
to Dimapur.

Yours etc.,

Bendang Ao,

Via email
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Fake TV TRP saga becomes gang war
between Republic TV and Times Now

Channels linked
to BJP put Modi
government in a fix

By Sushil Kutty

The Mumbai Police has
wound a complicated path
in its quest to discipline Re-
public TV, struggling to get
a foothold, gaining it and
then, inexplicably, losing it
at that exact time when it
looked like the cops were on
top and the journalist was
down in the dumps with his
face in the mud! And now,
in the unending Republic
TV-Mumbai Police saga,
with yet another twist to the
narrative, it clouds the mind
to fully comprehend that, at
the end of the day, it all
boiled down to what — an
ugly war for supremacy be-
tween two media outlets —
one established and hoary
in age, the other way con-
siderably younger and on
the go with whatever it
takes. And the Mumbai Po-
lice says Republic TV has
been doing exactly that, en-
gaging in “whatever it
takes, legal and illegal” to
stay ahead of every news
channel in TRP. The police
and a whole lot of other
people call it the ‘Fake

TRP Case.” TRP, as
everybody would know is
which TV news channel/TV
show gets watched for .
the most part of th
day. And, according
to the Mumbai Police,

Republic TV allegedly \ /

used illegal and wily ways
to “suppress”
Times Now's TRP §
to second spot to
perch itself on top!

To ‘that
Goswami  says
“bollocks, how can
that be possible?”
"If anybody makes any news
channel “tops”™, says
Goswami, it’s the viewer, the
audience, the “diehard
fans” of the anchor who
won hearts and eyeballs
with his manner of present-
ing news. “It isn’t my fault
if people like my style,”
boasts Goswami, much to
the disgust of his peers in
other' channels including
the ones in Times Now. In
fact, Times Now has called
out Republic TV’s
unvarnished and blatant
takeover of TRP supremacy
using all means classified
‘hook or crook.” “It’s the ul-
timate disgrace, blatant
cheating of humanity,” said
a Times Now news anchor
the day the Mumbai Police
held its second press con-
ference to let the Republic's
cat out of the bag and ex-
pecting Goswami to blanch
in a meek meowwww. But,
instead, the cat snarled!

Goswani retaliated with
the #CantTouchRepublic
hashtag and “17 points” on
why s0? According to the
Republic TV Network, 1)
the Mumbai Police have no
jurisdiction on TRP; 2) a
thorough probe of ‘Barc’
will reveal how hollow the
Mumbai Police claims/alle-
gations of Republic TV us-
ing unfair means are and 3)
Republic TV will take on
everyone in court, “you
just wait and see.”

The Mumbai Police are
not talking after its second
presser on the ‘Fake TRP
Case.” The first one boomer-
anged with the Supreme
Court taking the Mumbai
Police to task for calling the
presser. That did not pierce
Mumbai Police armour. So,
the 2nd presser came along.
The Mumbai Police has filed
a charge-sheet and might do
an addendum shortly,
fueling talk that “it’s a
witch-hunt” and that the
Mumbai Police, especially
Commissioner of Police
Param Bir Singh, will not
stop at anything till Arnab
Goswami’s goose is thor-
oughly cooked.

The rest of the main-
stream media are steering
clear of the case. Minus
Times Now and the Times
of India of course. Recall
that Arnab Goswami was
Times Now’s star anchor

from 2006 to 2016 and
Goswami now claims that if
Times Now slipped to “2nd
or 3rd.or 4th” spot on the
TRP totem it was because
he, Arnab Goswami, quit
Times Now and with him
moved out a huge-huge
chunk of the Times Now au-
dience to the Republic TV
news channel he launched.
“My popularity, my
popularity,” says Goswami
and, to tell the truth, Times
Now’s star anchor Navika
Kumar and star reporter
Nikunj Garg, both of whom
worked under Goswami,
have no answer forthcom-
ing. Navika Kumar called Re-
public TV’s manoeuvre to
claim top-spot the ploy of a
beaten adversary, the last re-
sort in the face of continu-
ous defeat. Nikunj Garg
went a step further and
branded Goswami’s
Republic TV a “propaganda
channel of a party.”
v That is rather cute.
cpamee,. Funny! If Repub-
lic TV is the
“propaganda
arm” of a particu-
-lar political party,
what is  Times
Now? Both are
equally wedded
and sworn to
pitching the
r u l in g
party’s propaganda
into every home and
hearth that both are
beamed into. Times

Now anchors take the BJP

line hook, line and sinker and
spread it far and wide. Ditto
Republic TV. Times Now’s
Navika Kumar and Rahul
Shivshankar are no less BJP
moles in the media than
Arnab Goswami is. When it
comes to covering politics
— which is what they do on
weekdays, primetime, night
after night — they toe the BJP
line and do everything in
their command to suppress
and flay the voices of the
opposition parties, whether
it’s the Congress, the
Samajwadi Party, the BSP,
CPM, CPI, DMK, TMC, Shiv
Sena... For both Times Now
and Republic TV, their day
begins and ends with sing-
ing hosannas for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his party BJP. Both chan-
nels know what’s good for
them and they are shame-
less, unabashedly so, in be-
ing totally under the thumb
of the BJP and the Modi
Govemnment. In fact, that is
partly why 1&B minister
Prakash Javadekar does not
appear fully on Arnab
Goswami’s side when it
comes to the ‘fake TRP
case.” He has to look out for
the other vassal channel,
Times Now! And Navika
Kumar is as powerful and

"needed in the Centre’s cor-

ridors of power as Arnab
Goswami is. So, Javedekar
and the Modi Government
did not jump to the Repub-

lic TV’s rescue as most.

would have expected.

What we are witnessing
is a series of power strug-
gles, all over-lapping each
other. It began with the BJP
losing power in
Maharashtra and the Shiv
Sena-led MVA forming gov-
ernment. if the Palghar
Iynching had happened un-
der a BJP dispensation,
Arnab Goswami wouldn’t
have gone hammer and
tongs after the Maharashtra
Government and the
Mumbai Police wouldn’t
have lost its head. And
Times Now wouldn’t have
made an issue of TRP, taken
the issue of who’s ‘No.1’
and who’s ‘No.2’ to the
Mumbai Police. The funni-
est part is India Today TV
made a clean getaway!! (1P4
Service)
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“The direct use of force is such a poor
solution to any problem, it is generally
employed only by small children
and large nations.”
-- David Friedman
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New strain, more stress

THE new strain or mutations of Covid-19 that would
spread faster has arrived in India. With the Union
Health ministry confirming its presence in eight per-
sons who arrived from the UK at various airports
inrecent days, a safe guess is this might already be
spreading here from the loads of returnees in recent
weeks. Its spread being faster, a heightened alert is
called for. This arrives at a time when the worst of
the Covid-19 pandemic was thought to be over for
us.

Notably, the strain was first detected in the UK
in September. A count for the past couple weeks

here alone showed over 33,000 people have re-
turned to the country from the UK. This, at a time
when the Christmas and year-end revelry season
had just set in. Stretching the scene back to Sep-
tember could mean larger numbers are already here.
By the time India alerted itself, many might already
have reached here and transmitted the virus to their
local contacts. Also, the new strain is now detected
in several European nations and Japan. The UK
was just a start. The same strain appears to have
had some two dozen mutations. Doctors here say
the virus might have done local mutations here too,
as such viruses do.

Extreme caution and a three-week shutdown at
the start of the Covid-19 spread in India since
March did not help much in checking the spread.
India emerged as the worst-hit nation after the US
in the number of infections. Now Russia confirms it
faced the third worst scenario in terms of deaths.
Brazil and several European nations were hard-hit
and the global economy is down in the dumps.

On the positive side, we have learned to live with
this virus. The confidence levels of both govern-
ments and the general public have risen. The virus
from China is not as deadly as it was thought to be,
though several prominent names also paid with their
lives as they were infected. Scientists say the vaccines
currently under production will suffice in handling
the new strains/mutations too; and that, if need be,
modified vaccines can be introduced in a matter of
six weeks. This offers some relief.

Notably, the scare of the new strain emerged just
as four states have started a dry run a day ago,
preparatory to the start of the vaccine storage and
distribution processes across the nation from next
month. Hope is that we have the wherewithal to
handle the emerging crisis too in effective ways.

We should build our
children’s future first

India is an ancient coun-
try, with the Indus Valley
civilisation as proof; but a
young nation-state. Look-
ing at that time period, the
ancestors of the present-
day English people were lit-
erally barbarians compared
to the amazing drainage
system, architectural won-
ders and culture of the In-
dus Valley people. -

A news article, “Materi-
als to be on display during
Monolith Fest” from The
Shillong Times, dated
March 28, 2016 mentioned a
research excavation project
carried out by archaeologist
Dr Marco Mitri, along with
Prof Desmond
Kharmawphlang and Prof
B.Myrboh of NEHU at a site
on Lum Sohpetbneng.
Neolithic age tools and ob-
jects, dating back to 1220
BC, were found after prelimi-
nary excavation. That
means the Khasi people are
an ancient tribe.

The British empire, the
one where the sun never
set, was built by Englishmen
in which they used (and dis-
posed off after use) the
blood, sweat and tears of
their colonial subjects’ men
and women. They used
these subjects to advance

- and protect their interests,

through their divide and rule
policies. Starting off with
the Scots, the Welsh and the
Irish, they moved on to
other colonial subjects - the
Indians, Chinese, Africans,
Malays, Gurkhas, etc. And
like most imperialist powers
then, the Christian Mis-
sions were used to advance
the British interests - the
gun on one hand and the
Bible on the other. It took
the mass non-violent Indian
Independence movement of
Mahatma Gandhi, a half-na-
ked fakir in their imperialist

leader’s words, to bring

about the beginning of the
sunset of the empire. In to-
day’s 21st century, the
Scots, the Welsh and the
Northern Irish are demand-
ing independence from the
UK (English)through con-
stitutional, non-violent
means.

As we commemorate the

158th Death Anniversary of -

U Woh Kiang Nangbah and
his leadership of the Jaintia
Rebellion or Resistance of
1861-62, certain oral narra-
tives, urban legends and
academic works come to
mind. In his Ph.D. thesis,
Prof. Shobhan N. Lamare
remarked that “The resist-
ance broke out when certain
administrative measures (of
the British Raj) were intro-
duced where it affected the
religious sentiments and the
economic life of the (tribal)
people”. The religious sen-
timents started off with the
police intervention on the
Shad Pasteih of Raid Ialong,
Flaka Jwai and the ban on
cremation rites; the imposi-

By Dominick “Dauni Roising” Rymbai

tion of house tax added to
the economic hardships of
the Aam Aadmi. A common
man’ named Kiang
Nangbah, literally and figu-
ratively, rose to the occa-
sion and took on the lead-
ership of the Resistance. He
was ably supported by the
Dollois and other traditional
functionaries. The rebellion
was purely a tribal move-
ment. In many places of the
Jaintia Hills, though the
leadership mantle was taken
by the traditional official
heads, men and women from
all walks of life joined the
resistance. Women suffered

- hardships as much as the

men.

In 1860-61, Christianity
was in its early days in the
Jaintia Hills. During the Re-
bellion urban legend in to-
day’s Jwai town has it, sup-
porters of U Woh Kiang
Nangbah from todays’
Pohchnong (the original
Jwai village) used to mas-
sacre and burnt down the
houses of the early Pnar
Christians in todays’
Pohskur (Mission Com-
pound). The ‘Christians
were seen as collaborators
of the white colonial power.
Today, to look at it objec-
tively, it was in accordance
with the spirit of those times
and the prevalent socio-
economic and geo-political
factors.Simply, an enemy’s
friend is an enemy. Post-
1947, it is time for all gen-

erations, irrespective of re- -

ligious beliefs, to forgive
and forget and move on.
Why harp on the past when
we can build a better future
for our children through
unity, collaboration and en-
gagements.

Today, nobody can deny
the positive effects of
Christianity. in our hills, es-
pecially in the education
and health sectors. Many of

our leaders, educators,

doctors and nurses, irre-
spective of clan or caste or
creed, have been educated
in  Christian Mission
schools. Also today, Chris-
tian Mission hospitals aug-
ment the government’s ef-
forts to fight the spread of
COVID-19 virus.

We are a state of barely
3.2 million people, i a coun-
try of 1,350 million people.
We share a 443km border
with our southern neigh-
bouring country of 160 mil-
lion people. Surrounded by
hundreds of millions of
people, it is but natural to
worry for our Jaidbynriew.
As we demand protection
of our interests, the ques-
tipn is: Will a Regulation
drafted in the 19th century
help to protect us in the 21st
century of globalisation and
ever-changing scientific
and technological innova-
tions? Will violence beget

protection or more violence?

As we move on to a new
year with new challenges
(hoping and praying that
there is no second wave), we
should learn from the glory
of our past and, the rights
and duties of our present.

The Neolithic Age ob-
jects proved that we have
survived in these hills for
thousands of years. In
terms of language, the Khasi
language belong to the
Mon-Khmer group sur-
rounded by the Tibeto-
Burman group speakers, a
unique case. Geographically,
the Khasi-Jaintia-Garo Hills
may be considered to be the
foothills of the Himalayas
but they are also an exten-
sion of the ancient
Chotanagpur plateau. We
are a 3000 year old ancient
people!And settled in these
ancient Khasi-Jaintia-Garo
Hills we call home. We will
survive.

Former MLA, Loniak
Marbaniang used to tell the
story of a certain Ahom in-
vasion of our Khasi Hills.
Hima Shyllong was the tar-
get. The Ahom’s war ma-
chine camped downstream.
Upstream and uphill, the
Syiem of Hima Shyllong
could not mobilise enough
men to meet the Ahoms in
battle. So, in the trek down-
stream, he told all his men to
carry 50 leaf plates each but
with just enough food bun-
dles. When they break for
food, he told all his men to
use all the leaf plates for eat-
ing and then throw them in
the river. The Ahom war
camp downstream, saw tens
of thousands of leaf plates
and imagined a huge army,
retreated from the potential
battle. For our children’s fu-
ture, we ‘can strategise, with-
out violence. We must not
forget the roles of Lokapriya
Gopinath Bordoloi and
Rev.JIM Nichols Roy in get-
ting us the protection of the
Sixth Schedule within the
then composite state of As-
sam and inclusion in India,
not East Pakistan. Also,
Meghalaya achieved its full-
fledged statehood in 1972
through a non-violent move-
ment. S
Much has been written
that the British Raj was re-
sponsible for uniting this
ancient country (and these
ancient hills too) into a mod-
ern political entity called In-
dia. They only did it inad-
vertently, for their own
vested interests. In the
Khasi-Jaintia Hills, the colo-
nial rulers used their Divide
&Rule policy and cultural/
religious domination to sup-
press the tribals, of which
the scars are still present to-
day. We need to remember
the O1d Khasi anthem by
Bah Brek (Late E. Brektist R.
Wanswett), “Khynriam, U

Pnar, U Bhoi, U War, Udei u
paid Khasi baiar” and, en-
courage unity and discour-
age petty divisions. We
may have been ruled by a
white colonial power for a
hundred years but forget
those with which we had
dealings with for a thousand
of years. We worship white
skin but look down on the
brown and wheatish-yellow
skin. As part of a young na-

tion in the globalised 21st.

century, we need to engage,
cooperate and collaborate
with our fellow Indians from
the mainland. Fighting the
insurgency hand-in-hand
with our able tribal officers
and men, the brown skin
IAS/IPS officers shed
blood, sweat and tears to
bring peace to these hills.
In the Lockdown, the brown
skin took initiatives to sup-
port our economically less-
privileged. We are Indians
first, our passport says so.

Border Management Di-
vision is under the Ministry
of Home Affairs, Govern-
ment of India. Under the
Constitution of our Repub-
lic, we have every right to

‘demand a water-tight border

with our southern neighbour
and the border openings

well-managed to facilitate’

Education, Trade & Com-
merce and Tourism.

To conclude, we should
not hate the white skin. It
took an acclaimed academi-
cian of Scottish descent,
Prof. David Reid Syiemlieh,
to confirm the correct date
of death of our beloved free-
dom fighter, U Tirot Sing.
English, our official lan-
guage, is the lingua franca
of the world and technol-
ogy; and we are quite good
at it. There’s a lot to learn
from the positive traits of the
English, Rudyard Kipling’s
poem If. ‘ :

Our Honourable Prim
Minister has invited the
Prime Minister of our former
colonial power to be the
Chief Guest for our 2021
Republic Day celebrations
where our 5000 year old civi-
lisation will be showcased.

They will sit as Equals, dis-’

cuss business and geo-poli-
tics, and sign agreements
that may concern us Khasis
too.

P.S.: The writer is a Khasi
tribal; a Pnar married to a
Khynriam, with roots in Tu-
ber village and most rela-
tives permanently settled in
Jowai town. Brought up in
thé Niamtre and Roman
Catholic traditions, pres-
ently he is a member of the
Riatsamthiah Presbyterian
Church, Shillong. A gradu-
ate of IIFT-Delhi, he opted
for public service.

Disclaimer: Views are per-
sonal; they do not reflect
those of the Government of
Meghalaya.

TO THEEDITOR

3 give our children the edu-
KnﬂWlng our cation that encourages
heroes more questioning, debating
. e and dissenting. To ques-
lntlmately tion is to learn. It is high
time that someone wrote a

Editor, book detailing the early life

of U Kiang Nangbah to

Today is the death an-
ocay 1 make it compulsory read-

niversary of a great hero

who stood for what he be-
lieved was the greater
good of his people. U
Kiang Nangbah had no
personal motives. He did
what he did because he
had a personal conviction
and understanding about
his duties as a citizen and
that at a time when the
concept of state or nation
had not entered our hills.
To give up one’s life for
something one believes in
is the sign of a noble heart.
True that the Jaintias then
were not united and that
some even betrayed Kiang
Nangbah but that’s the
nature of humans. Cheat-
ing, lying, betraying, col-
luding for the sake of a few
silver is common. I am not
sure that our younger
generation are reaily keen
on knowing more about
our local heroes.

As parents, elders and
teachers it is our duty to

ing in middle and high
school. What is it that set
Kiang Nangbah apart?
What sort of upbringing
did he have which instilled
in him the courage to defy
the might of the British
with all the ammunition at
their command? These
facets of U Kiang’s char-
acter should be made
known to all so that those
values can be imbibed by
the younger generation
which tend to see only
politicians as their role
models because of the
power they wield. In fact
the youth today equate
success with power. This
is completely wrong. Suc-
cess is the ability to live a
life worthy of emulation. Is
there one politician we
can point to today as a
role model? U Kiang
Nangbah was a Jaintia.
Why has his life not in-
spired anyone who would

go the extra mile to call out
corruption and illegality in
the present system? If U
Kiang was alive today
would he have remained
silent in the face of all the
wrongs that are being
committed by no less then
those elected to govern
us. :

Sometimes, it is impor-
tant to not just observe the
death or birth anniversa-
ries of our heroes but to
delve deeper and see if we
can draw or have drawn
any lessons from their
lives. Otherwise it’s just a
hollow observation and
remains only a symbolic
one if it does not touch the
hearts and minds of the
younger generation and
inspire them to “Be The
Change They Want To See
In The World,” as Gandhi
says. :

Yours etc.,
B Lyngdoh,
Via email

Can Congress
offer solution?

Editor,
I have been following

the news regularly and also
the constant nitpicking by
the Congress on the ruling
MDA government. In my
understanding of politics
the Opposition within the
legislature is basically to
check the excesses of the
ruling party but not to be

totally antagonistic and

certainly not to pile all sins
on the present government.
A good Opposition waiting
for its turn to take the gov-
ernment would suggest
measures on every problem
that’s plaguing the state
and there are far too many
but let me dwell on the
Harijan Colony issue. The
Congress has been in
power for the longest time
in Meghalaya. What did
the Party do to effectively
remove the residents.of the
Colony located in a com-
mercial area with poor hy-
giene and mobility? With-
out taking sides but look-
ing at the realities on the
ground, the present loca-
tion for the Municipal em-
ployees is no longer feasi-
ble. We are allowing a slum
to come up at a very
crowded part of the city
and the children growing
there have no space for rec-

reation. They are all
cramped up in little rooms
that look like chicken coop.
This is no way for people
to live. The people living
here should not play poli-
tics with the issue but agree
to move to a more decent
place. :

It is a sad testimony of
things that the homes that
have been built for these
SMB workers in McCabe
Road are now being used
for some other purpose. Po-
litical leaders from both
sides of the divide should
speak to the residents of
the Colony and convince
them to move to a different
location and no one should
play politics with this issue.
We have had enough of
blame game all leading to
naught. .
Yours etc.,
Roland Marbaniang,

Via email

Meghalaya
tourism

Editor,

Since December 21, tour-
ists have been coming in
slowly but surely but the
local people at the tourist

sites don’t seem ready yet
to welcome them. Most
eating places are shut and
it is not possible to get bot-
tled water in most destina-
tions. At Dawki, most of
the boats owned by the
boatmen are leaking
thereby making it danger-
ous for boaters. Also there
is no safety gear in case the
boats topple for some rea-
son and the people in the
boat don’t know how to
swim. Safety first should
be the motto of the
Meghalaya Tourism De-
partment. People at tourist
destinations need a lot of
training and hand-holding
to be able to make the tour-
ists’ experience a worth-
while one. Food is a big
draw at any tourist desti-
nation but not packaged
chips and coca-cola. Tour-
ists look for local food.
This too should be a sell-
ing point.
Yours etc.,
SK Jena,
Bhubaneswar

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong
Times

2020: The world’s deadliest of times

and economic downturns

No one ready to
forecast what is
to come next year

By Nantoo Banerjee

Few will shed tears to
sing the dirge of the dying
year, 2020. It was a year of
fear, the fear of a pandemic
the like of which the world
never experienced. Covid-
19 sent the world into a big
death trap and depression.
Will the New Year be differ-
ent? As for now, there is lit-
tle sign of a strong recov-
ery. The scare of a more
deadly mutant Wuhan virus
has spoilt the cherished
Christmas in the United
Kingdom. “Over the last
few days, thanks to our
world-class genomic capa-
bility, we have identified a
new variant of the
coronavirus, which may be
associated with the faster
spread in the South of Eng-
land,” UK Health Secretary
Matt Hancock told the
House of Commons on De-
cember 14, The UK has al-
ready notified the World
Health Organization (WHO)
about the variant. Europe
and the rest of the world are
worried

Several countries, in-
cluding India, have sus-
pended travel from Britain
until the New Year. Medi-
cal scientists and research-
ers strongly doubt the ca-
pability of vaccines to con-
trol the new virus variant.
The pandemic had hit the

.world hard though largely

sparing China, the -contro-
versial source of the virus
origin, in terms of the
number of peopie attacked
and dead. Reportedly,
China even showed a mod-

est.economic growth of

over three percent in 2020.
However,, if the spread of
the new variant is not con-
trolled, it will mean a fresh
economic disaster for coun-
tries in 2021

The year has proved to be
one of the deadliest times
to be alive. From locust
swarms, earthquakes,
floods, landslides, and of
course the Coronavirus, the
year 2020 has kept every-
one at the edge of their
seats, waiting for what is to
come next.

- Going by the current

trend, global Corona virus
cases at the end of 2020
would cross the 100-million
mark and the number of
deaths could be close to
two million. The list of top
10 countries with most
number of virus related
deaths names the United
States as No.1, followed by
Brazil, India, Mexico, the
UK, Italy, France, Iran, Spain
and Russia. Among the
Asian countries hit hard by
the pandemic are: India,
Bangladesh, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Pakistan, Ne-
pal, Iran, the UAE, Oman,
Kazakhstan and Armenia.
The good news for India is
that infections and deaths
due to Covid-19 are drop-
ping 14 weeks after the pan-
demic had peaked. The
cases in the third week of
December registered a 17.30
percent decline over the
previous week, making it the
steepest weekly drop so far
in percentage terms. The
cases, however, fose again
in the last week.

The number of active
cases per million in India is
223. In comparison, the US
has 21,612 active cases per

million population and Rus-

sia 3,513 per million, listed
the union health ministry’s
data. Sadly, thousands of
health workers across the
world died of coronavirus
infection while trying to
save others. It is a crisis on
a staggering scale. “Every

health worker has the right
to be safe at work, and itis a
scandal that so many are
paying the ultimate price,”
said Steve Cockburn, Head
of Economic and Social Jus-
tice at Amnesty Interna-
tional. Many months into
the pandemic, health work-
ers are still dying at horrific
rates in countries such as
Mexico, Brazil and the USA.

India’s economic
growth suffered its worst fall
on record in the first quarter
of the current financial year
with GDP contracting 23.9
percent. Correspondingly,
double-digit GDP contrac-
tion reported during the pe-
riod by .other economies in-
cluded the UK (21.7 per-
cent), France (18.9 percent),
Canada (13 percent), Ger-
many (11.3 percent) and Ja-
pan (10 percent). Barring
China, the world’s second
largest economy, ‘ail major
economies withessed the |
negative impact of the pan-
demic.

According to Swiss Re,
one of the world's leading
providers of reinsurance
and insurance, Covid-19
pandemic is likely to.put a
$12-trillion hole in the glo-
bal economic output by the
end of next year, a burden
far too high for insurers to
cover. Said Chief Executive
Christian Mumenthaler:
"Pandemic, and that's
known by the insurance in-
dustry, is not a risk you can
cover. We think the output
loss for the world over these
two years wiltbe $12 trillion.
And the balance sheet of
insurers are a tiny fraction
of that. So a pandemic is a
risk that cannot be diversi-

fied and therefore it cannot -

be insured.”
In December 2019, the
first Coronavirus
case was identi-
~fied in China’s
Wuhan. Initially, it
~ was not consid-
ered deadly. At
that time, few

¥ could imagine the
¥ kind of impact this
virus would have
globally. China re-

corded the first death on
January 11, 2020 and sub-
sequently two months later,
on March 11, WHO de-
clared the virus to be a
world-wide pandemic. Inter-
estingly, many market play-
ers hedged early, figuring
the COVID-19 respiratory
disease might soon spread
around the world.

While the pandemic
continues to create panic
around the world, the year
2020 would also be remem-
bered for high incidence of
terrorist attacks and China’s
expansionist actions along
its western and southern -
borders. The year witnessed
at least 50 major terror strikes
across the globe. Not a’
month passed when some
country or the order did not
witness mass shooting, sui-
cide bombing, drone and
missile attacks, stabbing,
kidnapping, ambushing,
massacre, looting and be-
heading. Natural disasters
such as earthquakes, flush
floods, forest fires, volcano
eruptions and cyclones too
killed and displaced thou-
sands. India witnessed the
worst pest attack in the last
two decades.  Several
states, including Gujarat,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh suffered lo-
cust attacks. Cyclone
Amphan, classified as one
of the most powerful and
deadly tropical cyclones,
ravaged parts of India and
Bangladesh. Forest fires at
Uttarakhand engulfed some
51 hectares of Himalayan
forest land. Flush floods in
Assam ravaged 128 villages
and five districts. However,
none of these natural disas-
ters and terror strikes could
match the damage to life and
economy being caused by
the pandemic. The panic
continues to pervade. (IPA
Service)
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“I've always seen first responders as
unsung heroes and very special people
because, when everyone else is running

away from danger, they run into it.”

- Dwayne Johnson
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One nation, one election

THE BJP has given a renewed call for ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ and is now firmly decided to
give this idea a try by suggesting that elections to
local/urban bodies, assembly and the Lok Sabha
should be held simultaneously. The BJP buttressed
its point by flagging the idea that good governance
is the ultimate goal of democracy and elections only
ameans towards achieving that objective. Having
continuous rounds of elections is a hindrance to
governance. The BJP has also proposed changes
to the Constitution for setting fixed terms for legis-
lative assemblies and the Lok Sabha.

While speaking at a webinar on the theme, “One
Nation, One Election” on Tuesday, BJP General
Secretary Bhupender Yadav said that a Bill to this
effect can only be brought in if there is political con-
sensus. Earlier a parliamentary panel, comprising
representatives of all parties, had recommended si-
multaneous elections. There is no denying that In-
dia is on election mode through the year, so much
so that Prime Minister Modi seems to forget he is
not addressing an election rally whenever he ad-
dresses a crowd. In a democracy elections are held
to elect people to the Lok Sabha, state assembly
or panchayats so that the elected can get on with
the task of governance. A simultaneous election
saves money and human resources as security forces
need not be rushed to different places at different
times. The BJP has also proposed that ifa govern-
ment loses the confidence of either of the two
Houses, it could elect a new government for the
remainder of the term. That would ensure that gov-
ernance is the main agenda of democracy and not

the aMhO1dmdecuons¥:MAkﬁ&w- BREE N DA i pa¥ar ch, HOVWS ten States.

new. It was first mooted by the Election Commis-
sion in 1983 and is now being revived by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi after he won the 2014

general elections. This is the first time that the BJP

as a Party too has proposed holding all elections
together. Earlier the idea was to hold only the As-
sembly and Lok Sabha elections simultaneously. In
its 170th report in May 1999, the Law Commis-
sion, headed by Justice BP Jeevan Reddy, said that
India has to go back to the situation where the elec-
tions to Lok Sabha and all the Legislative Assem-
blies are held at once.

One state that has practiced simultaneous elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha is Odisha
although the voting is somewhat different for the
Assembly and the Lower House.

Meanwhile the Niti Ayog had also submitted a
36-page letter to the Government recommending
the same. It remains to be seen if all the political
parties will invest in and subscribe to this idea.

The idea of ‘One Nation, One Election,’ isnot/

A tribute to all healthcare personnel involved

in_the care of COVID-19 patients

Mental Health and
Social Stigma

As we approach the end
of 2020, we all hope that
COVID will soon be history.
Unfortunately, the new strain
of the virus has been de-
tected and the extent of its
spread and impact cannot be
underestimated. While many
aspects of the economic ac-
tivities have opened, and
people have been trying to
adjust to the new normal, the
micro level of economy and
the health system continue
to bear the brunt of this prob-
lem. The healthcare workers
continue to be under pres-
sure to work round the clock
for COVID management in
different stages, because the
fact is, cases are still being
reported on a daily basis al-
though numbers are in a
downward trend.

The thoughtful gestures
of giving flowers, candle
lighting and air parade are an
encouragement to the
healthcare personnel. How-
ever, there remain other as-
pects that affect their mental
health. Mental health at
workplace is a crucial deter-
minant of the overall health
of an individual. Burn out, for
instance, is a well-recognized
psychiatric diagnosis, in-
volving symptoms of emo-
tional exhaustion (anxiety),
cynicism (depersonalization)
and reduced work efficiency
(reduced accomplishment).
Reports across the country
also  highlighted that
healthcare workers are being
stigmatised just for being
exposed to patients. To de-
termine the mental health and
social stigma among
healthcare personnel in-
volved in the management of
COVID 19 patients, the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
séarch (ICMR) conducted a

which included

" Maharashtra, Delhi, Kerala,

Assam, Odisha and
Meghalaya among others in
which Martin Luther Chris-
tian University (MLCU) was
selected as the implementing
agency. There were 92 Doc-
tors, nurses, laboratory staff,
X-ray technician sanitation
workers, ambulance drivers,
housekeeping, ward boys,
and ASHA workers from
both public and private hos-
pitals in East Khasi Hills Dis-
trict with COVID 19 patients
who participated in the sur-
vey and 55 among them-were
also interviewed.The na-
tional data analysis is still
on-going, but permission
was granted to share the
highlights of the findings in
the district.

Psychological distress

and burnout

The highest percentage
(71.4) who have shown psy-
chological distress as per
General Health Question-
naire (GHQ) were the ASHA
workers followed by (68.8) of
the doctors, (64.3) percent of

By Maribon Viray, Anniesha Lyngdonh,
Jochanan Diengdoh & Phibawan Syiemlich

the ambulance driver/staff/
ward boys/security guard
while more than half
(58.3)percent included the
auxiliary nurse/paramedical
staff. However, a total of 64.7
percent of all the participants
showed that regardless of
their categories, they were
facing psychological dis-
tress during the period of
data collection - that is be-
tween September 15 to No-
vember 25, 2020. Records
show that some are working
24 hours and 7 days a week.
In the Burnout scores,
nurses recorded the highest
scores followed by doctors
and auxiliary/paramedical
staff. The interview revealed
that the pre-dominant fac-
tors revolved around the
workplace, family life, and
experience of stigmatization.
Impact of COVID in work
life and family life

All participants have re-
ported that workload has
increased during the pan-
demic. The results high-
lighted burden of work. One
doctor said, “We have to
juggle between COVID duty
and our own normal duties,”
while an ambulance staff
mentioned, “We are ex-
hausted  because  of
overwork, and we some-
times get angry too because
public don’t understand the
situation.”

Feeling of inadequacy
was expressed by a doctor,
“I feel demoralized at time
when people look at me with
a question mark in their eyes.
It was like the people are not
trusting me

anymore.”Worry over short- -
age of gdequats:supplies,:..

lack of management ap-
praisal, strained relationship

among colleagues due to

pressure, discomfort in us-
ing PPEs, and feeling of dis-
satisfaction in giving qual-
ity time to the patients are
other highlights of work re-
lated stressors.

On a positive note, some
of the staff highlighted the
importance of teamwork.
One staff said, “We work
more as a team now than we
did earlier when we were
working separately perform-
ing our own duties.”

Impact of COVID
on family life

The impact on family life
underlined having limited
family time and fear of infec-
tion. Statements like, “I miss
home, because now I do not
get a chance to go and my
family every day.” Or “I can-
not risk their lives so I have
to keep my distance.” To, “I
worry about them getting
infected from me. I cannot
be near my children/parents,
etc.” resonated among the
participants. :

Experience of stigmatization
Stigmatization was found
to be prevalent in the
workplace, within the family,
and in the community level.
At work, comments like,
“Non-COVID duty col-
leagues do not talk to us or
mix with us anymore.”; pa-
tients or family of patients
saying, “It is your fault,”
when the patient gets worse
or passes away. In the family,
echoes such as, “Immediate
family are somehow support-
ive, but relatives shun us so
that we are not even informed
nor invited to any family oc-
casions. It is painful”

In the community, “Even
the relatives who are healthy
cannot come out to go to
work just because they are
related to me. At that time I
really felt discriminated.” An-
other person says, “In our
village, we were told not to
enter the village, even
though were not COVID posi-
tive”} Others said, “We are
exhausted from long hours of
duty yet could somehow re-
plenish our strength for the
next day. But when we are
blamed or shunned, the
struggle is worse — we have
to fight emotionally and men-
tally.” Someone said, “I just
hope that people will under-
stand that we are humans too,
and that even we are new to
this virus.” Many -partici-
pants, however, expressed
that the intensity of the stig-
matization was worse in the
beginning of the lockdown
compared to the time of the
interview. ’

Coping strategies
The most, prominent cop-

:ing strategy recorded - was the

“expression of faith” and
“spirituality” across reli-
gions. Praying, meditating,
reading the Bible and Holy
books, listening to spiritual
teachings and songs gave
solace. Receiving family and
social support which also in-
cluded prayer were sources
of encouragement. Engage-
ment in recreational activities
such as indoor exercises,
reading, watching movies,
social media, and music while
in isolation like in hotels or
quarantine centers, were
found helpful.

At the work place, occa-
sional team-building exer-
cises, venting of emotional
and psychological stresses
to colleagues, and sessions
conducted by a Psychiatrist
were found helpful. However,
the participants expressed
hope that a full-time Psychia-
trist would be employed in all
the hospitals. One of the hos-
pitals reported that only a part
time Psychiatrist comes once
in a while which does not meet
the increasing need for men-
tal health care.

Suggestions from the

healthcare personnel

Wide awareness pro-
grams at all levels on the con-
cept, prevalence, and mani-
festation of stigmatization,
improvement of infrastruc-
ture and increase of essen-
tial supplies, increase of hu-
man resources including
training were suggested.
Training should include re-
cent updates on the
pathogenesis of COVID 19
(and the new strain of the
virus) and also psychologi-
cal coping mechanism. They
all voiced the need for ap-
pointment of full-time Coun-
selling Psychologist, Clinical
Psychologist, and Psychia-
trist for public and private
hospitals and CHCs. They
also voiced the need for en-
hanced salary packages for
all healthcare workers,
clearer communication be-
tween the government and
community leaders for dis-
semination of new guidelines
and notifications and trans-
parency of the government
on the management of
COVID 19 which would in-
crease the trust of the public
in the health sector. Above
all they aspired for develop-
ment of community based
strategies for psycho-social
care in both rural and urban
areas.

A tribute message

Charles Glassman said
“Kindness begins with the
understanding that we all
struggle”. As the team re-
searchers for this project, we
acknowledge the fear and
anxiety that may arise to-
wards our healthcare per-
sonnel in the process of bat-
tling with COVID 19, and this
article reflects the very need
for encouragement, trust, re-

spect, and kindness towards' |

them. Assstated bysDamniel
Goleman, “True compassion
means not only feeling an-
other's pain but also being
moved to help relieve it”.

A conscious effort, as in-
dividuals and communities,
will promote positive mental
health which will in turn en-
hance our own wellbeing.

On behalf of the patients
and their family members
who were the recipients of
care, we salute all the
healthcare personnel who
were involved in the manage-
ment of COVID 19 patients
in Meghalaya in particular as
well as the rest of the coun-
try and the world. We pay
tribute to the healthcare per-
sonnel who have lost their
lives .in the war against
COVID. For your sacrifices
and commitment to uphold
your c¢alling to serve the hu-
manity, we thank you.

The authors are faculty
members of the Department
of Psychology, Martin
Luther Christian University,
Shillong and may be con-
tacted through
cpmlcuQ6@gmail.com
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century and the start of the
new millennium, just as the

The decadal

year 1 A.D. marked the be-

conundrum ginning of the Christian era.

Editor. Of course, many of us will
itor,

There has been much
debate about when the old
decade ends and when the
new one begins? Some say
the old decade had ended
on December 31, 2019, and
the start of the new one be-
gan on January 1, 2020. A
lot of conundrum is seen on
this matter. For others, the
new decade doesn’t start
until January 1, 2021; the
old one concluding on De-
cember 31, 2020.

Now the question that
arises is - who is correct or
who is at fault here?

As we think about New
Year resolutions, here’s one
we should all make together
and that is to resolve that
decades begin with the year
ending in the numeral 1 and
finish with a 0. For a dec-
ade to begin, we must start
with the vear ending with |
(2021) and finish with 10, or
so far as chronology is con-
cerned, a vear ending in 0
(2030). For example, Janu-
ary 1. 2001, opened the 21st

remember the euphoric cel-
ebrations that were
touched off at midnight on
December 31, 1999. But was
that a year too soon? Yes!

And if at the stroke of
midnight on December 31,
2019 you thought you were
celebrating the start of a
new decade, guess again.
As was the case 20 years
ago, you'll be one year
early, for the new decade will
actually start in the year
2021.

A calendrical confusion
arises here: If you want to
criticize anybody for this
confusion, you can blame
two men - Dionysius
Exiguus, also known in
some reference works as
“Dennis the Short,” and the
Northumbrian monk Bede,
also known as the “Vener-
able Bede.” Dionysius was
born in what we now call
Romania around the year
470 and was the first to sug-
gest counting the passage
of the years from the date
of the birth of Jesus Christ;

the beginning of the anno
Domini (which means “Year
of Our Lord” in Latin) era,
or AD.

According to the con-
temporary historians of the
time, Jesus was born on the
28th year of the reign of the
Roman Emperor, Caesar
Augustus. There is, how-
ever, considerable confu-
sion about exactly when
Augustus’ reign began, so
the year Dionysius called 1
A.D. was not accurately
placed in history; in fact,
most religious scholars now
think that Jesus might actu-
ally have been born several
years  earlier.  When
Dionysius finished his com-
putations, he figured that
the year Christ was living in
was 525 A.D. But he never
bothered to number the
years prior to Christ’s birth.
We had to wait until 731
A.D. when the Venerable
Bede popularized the anno
Domini era in Anglo-Saxon
England and extended the
counting of years before the
birth of Christ — the “B.C.
era.”

Taking the elevator anal-
ogy as an example if you
were to go into an elevator

located in the lobby and
wanted to go 10-flights up,
you would actually end up
on the ninth floor (if you
were to assume the lobby
as the “zero” floor). But if
you assume the lobby as
the “first” floor and went 10-
flights up, you would end
up on the tenth floor. In es-
sence therefore, on our cal-
endars, 2021 is the equiva-
lent of a “first-floor lobby,”
and after going up ten
flights (or years), we’ll ar-
rive at the tenth floor. Or in
this case, the year 2030—
when that decade ends.
Unfortunately, Bede did not
account for the year zeto in
his calculations. So 1 A.D.
was immediately preceded
not by a 0, but by 1 B.C.
As we are nearing the
end of 2020, we hope and
pray that 2021 will be a new
decade or the beginning of
a new era with positivity
and optimism and let 2020
pass away taking all that
was unpropitious and grim
along with it, and cheers to
a Whole New Year 2021 and
a New Decade.
Yours etc.,
Dr Chanmiki Ezra Laloo
Via Email

Meghalaya’s
financial
crunch

Editor,

Mr Charles Pyngrope’s
suggestion that the fiscal
crisis of Meghalaya which
shows a shortfall of nearly
Rs 800 crore needs an all-
party discussion is timely
and mature. Mr Pyngrope
has suggested that the state
take the help of economic
experts to help it identify
potential areas for raising
revenue. He also suggested
an economic think tank of
sorts to provide a sense of
direction to the Govern-
ment. Mr Pyngrope has per-
haps  forgotten  that
Meghalaya had created the
Meghalaya Economic De-
velopment Council which
was legislated by the state
legislature at the time when
Mr Salseng Marak was the
CM. It was precisely to help
the state develop and eco-
nomic roadmap that the
MEDC was created and its
composition was such that
there would be political

consensus insofar as the
economy of the state was
concerned.

The MEDC was sup-
posed to include economic
experts both from within and
outside the state; politi-
cians from the ruling and
opposition and civil society
members to provide inputs
from the ground. The
MEDC is now a defunct in-
stitution and has been a sort
of dumping ground for poli-
ticians who have no idea
what the Council was cre-
ated for. Hence the sugges-
tion to create a similar body
is an exercise in futility. The
state is getting deeper and
deeper into debt with bor-
rowings from international
institutions. How long can
the state sustain this profli-
gacy? Meanwhile those in
the government are getting
richer by the day. One won-
ders where the money
comes from when the state
is in a financial crisis.

Yours etc;,
Jameson Nongkhlaw,
Viaemail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong Times

(SIX)

Air India ‘Ghar Vapasi’ has

Implications for aviation sector

Sordid tale of the
destruction of a
national airline

By K Raveendran

By all indications, Air
India will land up with its
original owners as Tatas
are believed to have the
best chance of clinching

¢ the deal. The other bidder

Tt

is a consortium of Air In-
dia employees in
partnership with
US-based NRI in-%%
vestment fund §
Interups has rela-
tively less credible
credentials.

While the - ‘ghar
vapasi’ of the national
airline is in far worse con-
dition than when it was
acquired by the gov-
ernment, although that
does not make the re-
possession any less
sweet.

For, the impact of Air In-
dia in the lap of Tatas will
be similar to the entry of
Jio in telecommunication,
which has progressed be-
yond imagination in its
relatively short period of
existence, but brought
cataclysmic changes in the
industry, introducing

large-scale sickness in the
rest of the sector in the
process. While initially, Jio
has altered the terms of op-
ération in favour of the cus-
tomers, its near monopoly
has long term adverse im-

plications for the users, the

signs of which are already
visible.
Air India falling into the

‘hands of Tatas would in-

troduce a similar shift in
the aviation sector, as the
national airline will give
them much control of the
market. With Air Asia and
Vistara, already with sig-
nificant market shares- of
their own, the addition of
Air India would give com-
plete. domination of the
sector, particularly in terms
of international traffic, and
to a lesser extent in the do-
mestic sector as well.
With monopolies such
as Emirates controlling the
market dynamics of inter-
national traffic, another
monopoly player would
clearly work against the in-
terests of the customers as
the Dubai airlines has
been actively pushing rate
coordination among air-
lines to keep airfares high.
Most significantly, Emir-
ates and Air India are the
two dominant players in
the highly profitable Gulf
sector and  further
cartelisation portends

dangerous implications for .

customers. Further, Air In-
dia under the Tatas, as op-
posed to its public owner-
ship, will give the dominant
Gulf-India sector players
unfettered freedom to con-
trol prices.It is also perti-
nent that this sector has
been largely responsible
for Air India being reduced
to its current situation,
apart from the inexplicable
acquisition of 111 aircrafts
from both Boeing and Air-
bus during the UPA rule,
for which there is no ap-
parent justification except
the potential for kickbacks

and
gratifications.
The civil aviation minis-
try under the UPA regime
virtually handed over the
highly profitable sector to
Emirates on a platter, which
meant that Air India was
giving up that many
seats. It was common
A knowledge in the Gulf
aviation sources
that for every seat
booked on non-
Air India flights, a
certain amount of
money was going
into the pockets
of those who
were in charge
of Air India.
——@Obviously,

backroom

this could not be done with-

out the viability of the na-
tional airline being jeopard-
ised.

The bonhomie between
Dubai ruler Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum
and Chandrababu Naidu
when he was chief minister
of Andhra Pradesh pro-
vided a convenient cover

for Emirates in its market ex-

pansion policy, which
ended up in Air India giv-
ing away large number of
seats to the Dubai mo-
nopoly. A thorough inves-
tigation would bring out the
conspiracy behind these
deals. This reduced Air In-
dia to an airline with routes
that were largely a liability
rather than profit-generat-
ing. )

The aircraft purchases
worth about Rs 70,000 crore
and further their leasing to
other airlines along with the
surrender of profit-making
routes are already under in-
vestigation by Enforcement
Directorate and CBI. Also
under the scanner is the
merger between Air India
and Air India Express,
which was used as ap alibi
for the large-scale acquisi-
tion of aircrafts.

In fact, the CBI has filed

- four FIRs relating to the

controversial merger as well
as the purchase and subse-
quent leasing of the aircraft,
possibly leading to large-
scale generation of black
money. But most impor-
tantly, these cases have
been registered against uni-
dentified officials of civil
aviation ministry and Air In-
dia, which means that the
deals had been done as a
perfect cover-up.

The Comptroller and Au-
dit General had also ques-
tioned the rationale behind
the government’s decision
to order 48 aircraft from Air- -
bus and 68 from Boeing for
both for Air India and Indian
Airlines and called the de-
cision a ‘recipe for disaster’
and squarely blamed the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Public Investment Board
and the Planning Commis-
sion.

The loot will remain as
one of the most notorious
scams seen by the aviation
sector, both globally and
domestically, for a long time
to come. (IP4 Service)
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