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Dear Rev, Vanlalchhunga ,,

Thank o ver)), miuch for your letter of July Sth seeking permission to
publish the reports that yo"'l't‘have gathered together about the Mission Work in
Svlhet-Cachar Plains and Hills 1886-1955. As this publication is seen in the
same lght as thosd previously published by the Rev. K. Thanzauva and the Rev.
Dy J. F Jyrwq, I am very happy to agree to your request. I look forward to
.Qeelng'yom',.mﬁﬂ‘c?aﬂbn and to having a copy on our shelves in this office.

This publication will be very useful as little has been written, certainly
in English about the work in the area you mention. I trust that your time in
Wales was for you a source of blessing and encouragement.

With every good wish.

Yours sincerely
Mvg\/

D. ANDREW JONES
Mission Board Secretary




FOREWORD

Rer. Vanlalchhunga has taken great pains to collect and
compile important reports and documents of the Welsh
Presbyterian Missionaries working in Sylhet, Cachar plains and
hills. It is a pioneering work of very great importance in knowing
the development of the Ministry and Mission in the region (the
Cachar Sylhet Ilission).

‘The reports compiled in this book are the reports of the Welsh
missionaries working in Sylhet Cachar, which had been written,
Jrom the perspective of Iission ad Evangelism work. I am certain
that this book will be a great treasure for the Presbyterian Church
of India and the Presbyterian Church of Wales and will also be a
great help to all scholars, researchers and all those who are interested
to know the contribution made by the missionaries in establishing
the Church and the steps they have take to make the Church a
witnessing community.

With great admiration and gratitude I recommend that this
unique book will not only be a source of blessing but it should also
involve us in reflecting and re-evaluating the mission work carried
out in our times as we live our lives from day to day as persons
and as Christians in communities in this new millennium. I¥ay
this book give new insights and vision with commitment to many
reaclers and glory be to God whose mission we share.

“ReHaes)
Rev. D. C. Haia
Administrative Secretary
Presbyterian Church of India,
Central Wards, Shillong-1
Meghalaya

PREFACE

Iam glad indeed that the Presbyterian Church of Mizoram
(-‘S)',Znod granted me three months leave i.e. I¥lay-July, 2001, to go to
ales, nited Kingdom to study and collect important reports
and documents of the Mission Department of Welsh Presbyterian
Church. I also give thanks to the Secretary, Mission Board,
Presbyterian Church to Wales for bearing all my expenses during
those three months in Wales.

Sormerly, the Presbyterian Church of Wales, was known as
“The Welsh Calvinistic Methodist” and. the Mission Board was
known as the “The Welsh Calvinistic Methodist, Soreign
Missionary Society.” It was founded in 1840 with its_Head Quarter
at Liverpool. The j'yirst Welsh Missionary to India was Rev. Thomas
Jones, who arrived at Cherrapunjee, Khasi and Jaintia_[ills (the
present Neghalaya) with his wife on 22nd,_June, 1841. After eighteen
months, Rev. and Mrs. Williams and ©r. Owen Richard joined
him on 22nd January, 1843.

In March, 1849, Rev. Williams Pryse also came to
Cherrapunjee with his wife. t the end of the year, Mr. Pryse visited
Sylhet and he came back with a heavy burden in his heart. With
Nr: Lewis, he wrote a letter to the Directors of Wales for permission
to open a Nission Station in Sylhet (East Pakistan, now
Banglacesh). The Directors allowed . Pryse to establish a Mission
Station in Sylhet. Y. Pryse and his wife moved to Sylhet in 1850
Jrom Cherrapunjee. e begins his missionary operations in the
plains somewhat similar lines to those followed on the_ills.

Silchar, the Chief town of Cachar District was the second
Welsh Iissionary Station in Sylhet-Cachar Plains. Rev. Or. T, J.
Jones, Niss Elizabeth Williams and Miss Laura Evans were the
pioneer Nissionaries in Silchar. They moved to Silchar from Sylhet
in I¥lay, 1893. The third Nissionary Station in the plains was
Karimganj. .Karimganj was the principal town of the sub-division
of Sylhet province. ‘The first missionary stationed at Karimganj
was Rev. Or. and Mrs. O. O. Williams in 1894.

The fourth Missionary station in the Sylhet Cachar plains
was NMaulvi Bazaar. In January, 1898, Rev. T W, Reese and his




wife moved to Maulvi Bazaar from Sylhet. Besides the plains
portion of ‘achar District, the North Cachar, Hills also formed a
part of the Welsh Nission Field in 1905, the work was supervised
by Garlan Williams from Silchar: In 1912. Rev, J. M. Harries Reese
was stationed in Jaflong, the Chief town of the North Cachar
JHills.

The Welsh Presbyterian Church of fimerica had a strong
desire to have a field of their own. Yltimately the sub-division of
Habiganj was transfer to their care. They continued to labour uniil

1922, when those Churches joined the ®resbyteriari Church of
America, The Iission Work in_Habiganj was taken over by the
Welsh Missionaries. Yleanwhile, the Directors had no Nissionary
to send to this new field, therefore the Directors requested Niss Laura
Evans and Miss dndrew to move there from Sylhet. The two lady
Missionaries began their work in_Jabiganj in April, 1922.

Sunamganj Mission Station was established in 1923. But, at
no time had a resident missionary been stationed there, the
Missionaries in Sylhet town paid occasional visits. Besides, the
Welsh Missionaries established Mission Station at Shaistagary, they
also opened Bible School at Bhatera.

As already stated, the Sylhet-Cachar plains Ilission fieldwas
opened in 1850, but, unfortunately it was discontinued from 1872.
After fifteen years of abandonment, the General gssembly of
dberdare held on 13 - 15th, July, 1385 decided to resume Nissionary
operations on the plains without delay. Rev. and Mr. J. Pengwern
Jones and Iiss Sarah g Jones arrived at Sylhet on 28th JNovember,
1887 to resume the mission work on the plains.

Since 1887, the Cresbyterian Church of Wales continued its
Mission Work in Sylhet-Cachar plains and, Hills upto 1966. In the
North Cachar Fills, 8 Missionary couples and two lady
Missionaries worked from 1905-1961. The last two Missionaries in
Silchar were Niss Gwen C. fvans and Rev. and Mrs. Jlenry R
James, they left Silchar in 1958. Likewise, Niss LI Thomas was
the last Missionary in Karimganj and she left Karimgany in 1959.
The last Welsh Missionaries in Sylhet were Iiss Winifred .
Thomas and Miss L. M. Thomas. Jrom 1966, the Welsh
Missionaries handed over the NMission Work in Sylhet to the
Norwegian Missionary Society.

During these seventy years, the Welsh Missionaries, served
Tosus Chyist, the Saviour of the world in Sylhet Cachar

plains and,_ fills. They introduced education by opening schools.
They opened boys and girls schools in the town and also in the
villages. They also taught practical subjects like Cookery, house
keeping, child welfare, care of the sick, Hygiene, needle work and
weaving to the Indian and Bangladeshi Girls. They opened teacher
training schools. The lady missionaries worked among the
Zenanas and they taught them about Jesus Christ and they also
instructed them sewing, needle work, weaving etc. The Nissionaries
tried their level best to uplift the Namasudras in various ways.
Besicles these, they established a JHome’ for widows and orphans
at JKarimganj called Dipti Nibash which means “Light_fouse.”

All the Missionaries who came to India and Bangladesh
were praiseworthy, they rendered their precious life, time and ability
[for the extension of God'’s Kingdom in Sylhet, Cachar plains and
Hills. We the Presbyterian Church of India and Bangladesh will
never forget their names and their works. The Scripture says, .How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach good news !I” (Rom 10:15)

JHowever, this book contains the reports of Welsh Presbyterian
Missionaries giving us about the growth and progress of
Christianity in Sylhet, Bangladesh Cachar plains and Hills, India.
Read and you will find God’s Miracle Changing the life and
thoughts of the people in these regions. May God bless you.

Rev. Vanlalchhunga

Administrative Secretary,
Barak. ,Area, Church & Nission
Nission Compound
Silchar, Assam.
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