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Preface

he historical research in North East India has
I registered encouraging enthusiasm and appre-
ciation in past two decades, particularly at the
behest of the North East India History Association.
Although a good number of titles are by now available
onvarious aspects of the history of the region, the eco-
nomic history continues to be a gap area much to the
inconvenience of the students and researchers in the
field. On the other hand, a large number of papers are
available in the proceedings volumes of the past ses-
sions of the Association which are not easily available
to the students and most of the volumes have gone out
of print. The Association had, therefore, decided to
publish a selected number of papers in economic
history out of the proceedings of its first ten sessions
(1980-89). The book is the result of that important
decision.

Studies in the ECOTlOTTllC History of North East India
contains thirty-three papers to cover 'Pre-colonial state
& Economy', 'Land System, Taxation and Revenue',
"Trade & Commerce' 'Trade & Industry’, 'Plantation
and Agriculture' and 'Colonial Impact'. We are aware of
the fact that the studies are isolated and desperate,
~and ourvolume does not present a comprehensive view
of the economic development in the region. But this is
what we could immediately do to respond to the
demand of the Universities in the region which have
introduced studies in regional economic hisotry or
aspects of it. However, the book shall prove to be a
useful reference. Our association also intends of bring
out similar collections in future.

I am thankful to the Executive Committee of the
Association for asking me to edit the volume and to the .
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members of the editorial committee, viz. Prof. J.P.
Singh, Prof. Imdad Hussain, Prof. M.S. Sangma and
Dr. D.R. Syiemlieh, for their guidance and assistance
in selecting the papers and organising the book.

J.B. BHATTACHARJEE
General Secretary
North East India History Association
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