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Introducing a Course in philately

The Ministry of Human Resource Development, has
received a brief notec on introduction of a general Course
in philately from £»1 Vishnu S, Saksena of Vasan Kunj,Delhi,
and asked the UGC!s views of the same, The USC in turn
has sent the note to this University for consiceration,

It is mpined in the note (copy of the note enclosed
at Annvure 'A') that a Certificate or Diploma Course in
philately may be introduced in the Universitiés which will
develop a new perspective of study and introduction in
various disciplincs, Further, such a Course with suitable
Seminars/Wlorkshops,will attract a number of students and
participants and will be helpful in developing the personality
of the students and others who choose to join such studies
besides provideing the noble hobby of philately,

The matter is placed before the 57th meeting of the
Academdc Council and the Council considerecd the introduction
of a course on philately and Resolved to approve the same in
principle and refer the matter to the existing centre of
Cultural and literay studics,

The matter is placecd before the Council for consideration.
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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
BAHADUR SHAH ZLFPAR MARG
NEZ7 DELHI-110002

\

No.F.1+410./98(CPP=-1IT) Porlly 22, 1998
1o
The Reglstrar, )
WEHU, Shillgng
Supd Introduction of a general academic course in
Thilately
Sir,
I am enclosing herewith a copy of the DO letter
No, 4-1798-Desk(U) dated 9th March, 1998 received from

Ministry of Human Resource Development, Department of Educa-
tion, New Delhi alongwith a brief note on introfluction of a
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general academic course in Philately for y ur consideration.
Yours faithfully,
‘ Sd/- .
Encl : As above (Dr. CHANDER SWAROOP) -
~ Under Secretary
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SPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
SCVERTIENT OF INDIN

NEW DELHI -110001

BANRIT MITRA

DETUTY 3SECRETARY

Tela - 3387235

NeDMnadrnd -Degk () Dt, 9th March, 1998
Dear Dr. Sharma,

Fleasa find erclowed a brief note on introduc-
yeneral acacdemic coarse in Philate.y received from

I 5. Saksena of Vasant Xunj. Shri Baksena has stated
A course are presentiy available in a few univer-
the UY. and the USA and it would be viable to start

rse in ITndia also,

We shall be ¢rateful i€ you.d kindly let us

riews on the suhiec: at an early date.

With

- -3
r-agards,

-

Yours sincerely,
34/~

hrma (Barun Mitra)

Grants Commission
Zafar lMarg
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Philately in

regarded as the most ponular hobby
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and instructive hobby

number of stamp collectors in various countries
e about 2

h At
evel, is a'multi-million dollar business., Unfortu-
the Tlher polnts of this hobby are

The

200 million. There mayv
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‘stamps collectors in India. the interna-
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“

often not properly
ignorant about the

al aspects and the immense potential of this rleasant

Till a few decades back, stamp gollecting used to

lar with the younger and the not so young and a large
number of ohilatelic clubs used

to function. Qf late, with the
forms #f entartainment and pre-occupation,
TC & Video, the Com-

not much attention is being

of comics and films;
Information

“hilatelv.

Technoleqgv,
Since technologizal develcpments have added
Llife, the mursuit of a hobby like
interasting, and more meaningful.
so likely to p._ovide self-empléyment and help in ear-

philatelic revenue.

Courses on Philately, though of recent origin are

¥ increasingly popular in Western Universities. -Among

t such courses statted in the United

at the University of Sissex, in 1971, A vnit was esta-
for this purnose under the direction of Prof. John West,
Vice Chancellor of the Untversity. The Vice Chancellor,
a Brigas had ﬁlso taken keen personal interest in
Besides UX, a number of Unlversities in the USA

was the one,

rse.
offering various tvnes Oof @ourses in Ph17ately.,Most
are for the ﬂuxdance of Thilatelists, Stamp collec-
ents/dealers, uonrnallsts snd memters of Philatelic

Clubs aAﬂ Societies hesides otners interested in this hobby

the Penn

a corres

sylvania State University has also leen conducting
pondeace course in Philately.
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In 1981, the Crown Agents of United Kingdom, an
old and wel
seas colonil
ber of rost
latelic Burn

l-established suprly ajency for the erstwhile over-
es, who heve also been printing stamps for a num-

al Administrations, also. started a Course in Phi-

eau Management. Despite a heavy course fee £1500

for a course of three weéks' duration, the course was over-

subscribed,| The Crown Agents have regularly been conducting

such coursep. since then. Their course is, however, designed

saxe of officials. 6f the Postal Adminlstrations
il

icials from developing countries (including

more Yor En
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and others.
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7 There is no institution Oor organisation in India,
even in Asip, which is Orqanisihg any tyne of courses in
Philately, Hespite the availability of the necessary exper-
tise and wherewithal. Neither is any Indian University offe-
ring any coprse in Philately., Our Philatelic novices are
forced to learn the intricacies of the hobby the hard way, by
trial and error method. They are supposed to get the necessary

guidance frem the Post 0ffice,. Senior Philatelists, reputed

dealers and|well-estabhlished Clubs and Societies, but in
actual pract
ble to them|

numerous noy

tice there is no assistance worth the name availa-
, Perhans, this is the reason that despite having
i—academic, Philatelic Organisations (including

ower hundreq
philatelists

nresently be

] years' old societies and journals), top~ranking
s and experts of international standard (an Indian
ring the President of PIP -~ Federation Internatio-

nale de phil
world, the H
COUNTCTV .
benefits of

as also of 1
Philatelic 1

low,

been earning

Insg

especiy

Latelie, the apex.Philatelic Organisation of the
iobby of Philately is not catching on in the
spite of the immense potential and the tremendous
the hobby, the number of serious practitioners
the new entrants to the field is dwindling. The
revenue esrned by the wountry is also abysmally
ally in thevcontext of ofher countries which have

r increasingly handsome returns.
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It is felt thnt If academic institutions like
ities.start a.course in - Philately it will elicit a
sponses Such 2 course, with suitable seminars/workshop,
tract a number of students and participants and will be

helpfull in develconing the personality of the students and others
who chgose to join such studies beside aromoting the noble hobby
of Philately.
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Introduction of this subject in the Universities is

N % . "
kely to develop a new perspective of study, and instru-
v various disciplines.

A Certificate or Deinloma Course in Philately would

~received not only by the lay man and begihners but also

ticing Philatelists and members of Philatelic Clubs and
£S,

The Course could be in three parts— Basic, Advanced
cialist/Expert level (A broad outline of the topics to be
at the first two levels is annexed).. There is no dearth
rial and men to help conduct the studies --We have a
imber of world renowned Philatepists & Collectors, Phil-
pXperts nnd Judges, Writers & Journalists, dealers and
and Office bearers of national and international phil-
)rganisatibns. There is an bundance of stamp designers
ists, visualisers and secukity nrinters. The Department

of Post|should also be willing to help through its Philatelic
administrators.
PART~-I
INTRODUGTORY :
What is|Philately — Who coined the term #
Various |definitions
How doeg it differ from stamp collecting

Various

disciplines & branches = specialisations

why peonle collect — the things they collect.
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Classes:
Traditional Revenue
Postal History Youth
«ssssStationery Mophila
Aero & Astrophilately Philatelic Litt.
Thematics
Maximaphily
PART - IT

b T'E HOBBY

——

LECTORs Sterting & Developing a collection:

1.

2.

Deciding about the collection interest - country &
tr.eme

Building & cdllection

Socurnes

Turklit-Tweezer/Tong, Magnifier, Perf.gauge
Reference books, catalogues

$tock books, Album pages

Elnger, Mounts.

Lesrning about the bhackground:

Stamy production
Issuing Authority
-POliC(

Printimg Technique
Paper

Watermark

Perforat,on

Reszarch & "“rite-UP: Developing the theme or the
story

Things to Avoiz

Exhibition Requirements

The gaiding & Corvrolling organisations.
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(ii) Centre for Buddha/ Gandhi / Nehru and Ambedkar
Studies.

EC:97:98:5:6:(ii): The Council considered the assignment of the Centres for
Buddha , Nehru and Ambedkar Studies in the University and RESOLVED to
approve the same as recommended by the Academic Council.

(ii) Introducing a Course in Philately.

EC:97:98:5:6:(iii): The Council considered the introduction of a Course in
Philately and RESOLVED to accept the recommendations of the Academic
Council.

(iv) Recommendation of the Expert Committee for the
Department of Computer Applications.

EC:97:98:5:6:(iv): The Council considered the recommendations of the Expert
Committee for the Department of Computer Applications and RESOLVED to
accept the same including the appointment of a Core group consisting of the
following members.

1. Prof. SK Mishra Chairman

2. Prof. SS Khare Member
3. Prof. Shukla Member
4. Prof. AN Rai Member

5:7:  AFFILIATION
(i) Affikation of various Colleges.

EC:97:98:5:7:(i): The Council considered the affiliation cases of the various
colleges and RESOLVED to approve the same subject to fulfilment of the
conditions laid down by the Inspection Teams.

(ii) Regional Para-Medical and Nursing Training
Institute, Aizawl- Report of the Inspection Team.

EC:97:98:5:7:(ii): The Council considered the affiliation of the Regional Para
Medical and Nursing Training Institute, Aizawl and RESOLVED to approve
the same subject to fulfilment of the conditions laid down by the Academic
Council.



