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“Death does not concern us, because as
long as we exist, death is not here. And
when it does come, we no longer exist

—Epicurus
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SC green light to ED

IN an far-reaching decision, the Supreme
Court has refused to accept arguments to clip
the powers of the Enforcement Directorate in

investigations into money laundering cases —

cases that involve huge piles of unaccounted
wealth in the hands of vested interests. Justice
AN Khanwilkar, who retired as judge of the
Supreme Court on Friday after a six-year-stmt,
passed the order shortly before his exit, affirm-
ing the discretionary (special) powers vested in
ED under the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (2002). This was a keenly watched judg-r
ment as over 200 heavyweight petitioners had
engaged themselves in an epic battle against

the central law.

The main argument against the law was that
unchecked powers vested in an investigation
agency meant a denial of the citizens\right to
fair trial. Justice Khanwilkar rejected the argu-
ment. Under the special provisions, obtaining
bail will be difficult. The onus is on the accused
to prove he’s innocent; not for the probe agency
to prove he’s guilty. As is usual here, the legal
fight against the central law has passed through
phases. In 2018, the apex court struck down
the bail-related harsh provision etc., by saying
that these were “unconstitutional”. Thereon, the
Centre passed a Finance Act, which retained the
strict conditions for bail. Justice Khanwilkar
ruled in favour of, this. Notably, the Modi gov-
ernment has, ever since it took charge in 2014,
activated ED and unleashed it on awhole lot of
people accused o famassing wealth through foul
means. Nearly 4,000 such cases have been filed
and pursued in the past eightyears though most
ofthese cases are dragging as is usual with cases
in Indian courts. During the UPA periods, ED
had pursued only around 200 cases. Question
now is, will the SC order ensure speedy trial of
the cases and fix the guilty. -

Prima facie, it could appear th'at the army of
well-heejed vested interests failed to get the law
on their side. There is some hope now, but the
proofofthe pudding is in its eating. The com-
mon man’s faith in the system is progressively
eroding. Vested interests including those who
engage in looting of the public exchequer and
banks generally get away with their acts. While
cases are dragged unendingly in the guise of
investigations and trial, several loopholes sur-
face for criminalsto laugh their way out. Courts
going on amerry-go-round in matters ofserious
national interest is both unacceptable and rep-
rehensible. That.Justice Khanwilkar understood
the seriousness ofthe situation andtook the case
to its logical conclusion before his retirement is
itself a soothing thought.

I rllcrs Id the | clitoi

MeECL a

milching cow?

Editor,

A letter to the editor by
one Banshanlang Lyngdoh
published in the Shillong
Times on the July 14, 2022
had raised a serious issue of
illegally allotting of energy
billing for consumers of our
State to one outside firm M/s

eInventive Software Solu-
tions Pvt Ltd also known
as UGO Billing without
inviting tenders. In addi-
tion, | have also heard that
no Non-Disclosure Agree-
ment (NDA) was signed
between MePDCL and M/s
Inventive before providing
them the consumer, data
which could result in seri-
ous breach of privacy and
also lead to manipulation of
energy auditing. This is no
doubt a very serious matter
if true. As rightly pointed
out by leader of opposition
Dr Mukul Sangma, the gov-
ernment has made MeECL
a milching cow, it has been
made evidently clear from
this instance.

The Government which
stood guarantee for Rs. 1345
crore through Atmanirbhar
loan to the MeECL which
has been followed by an
unconditional grant of more
than Rs 700 crore from the
stateexchequerin die last 10
months is clearly resulting
in the siphoning (milching)
of all this amount through

illegal contracts. This
amount could easily have

been used for paying of sal-
ary arrears of Adhoc and
SSA teachers or payment of
terminal benefits to former
MeECL employees. Now,
despite it being more than
two weeks, we have not seen
any clarification or statement
from the Power Dept/MeE-
CL onthis matter. Plato once
said “Your silence means
consent”. We the citizens
of the State expect that the
Power Dept/MeECL should
not do anything that general
consumers are affected finan-
cially in a negative manner.
Inthis case we the citizens of
Meghalaya feel a deep sense
of betrayal.
Yours etc.,
Khraw Sutnga
Shillong - 1

Is India
ready for 5G

technology?

Editor,

First, we need to know
what the 5G Network Tech-
nology is. It is the 5th gen-
eration mobile network. It
is a new global wireless
standard after 1G, 2G, 3G,
and 4G networks. 5G enables
a new kind of network that
is designed to connect virtu-
ally everyone and everything
together including machines,
objects, and devices.. 5G
wireless technology is meant
to deliver higher multi-Gbps
peak data speeds, ultra-low
latency, more reliability,
massive network capacity,

Are the 2024 general elec-
tions done and dusted al-
ready? A loaded question that
hints at the ascent ofa single
party electoral democracy
is now being increasingly
answered in the affirmative.
Recent political develop-
ments suggest that a ‘Modi-
fied”’ BJP is on a roll even as
the opposition remains in a
state of utter disarray.

The toppling of the op-
position coalition govern-*
ment in Maharashtra is the
most dramatic example of
the BJP’s build up to 2024.
By seizing the state with
the second largest number
of Lok Sabha MPs, the BJP
has demolished a key citadel
around which the opposition
might have hopfed to mount
its2024 challenge. The near-
totial implosion in the Shiv

Sena is not just a power
struggle within the party but
a coup orchestrated in Delhi
by the top BJP leadership
and only executed atthe state
level. The ruthless manner in
which the operation was car-
ried outwith the fullmight of
state power - from partisan
central agencies, especially
die Enforcement Directorate,
to local police machinery in
Gujarat and Assanuta a pli-
ant Raj Bhavan in Mumbai
- it would seem that every
opposition ruled state is on
notice: even where the BJP
is not in power, it;will not
lose an opportunity t© turn
the tables through a mix of
inducements and coercion.
Jharkhand reportedly could
be the nexttarget
Coincidentally, in the
week where the Uddhav
Thackeray-led government
was on its way out; the BJP
was holding a national execu-
tive meeting-in Hyderabad.
Telangana, where assembly
elections are due next year,
is clearly oh the BJP’s radar,
andtheno holds barred attack
on K Chandrashekhar Rao
and Ws family is designed
to build a familiar ‘party’
versus ‘parivar’ narrative.

increased availability, and a
more uniform user experi-
ence to more users. Higher
performance and improved
efficiency empowers new
user experiences and con-
nects new industries.

After understanding the
basic concept, the question
is - Is India ready for 5G roll
out? | did a little survey and
research with a small group
on the rollout of 5g Services
which shows that 70% of
the group does not want
5G roll Out amidst fears of
serious health concerns and
the adverse impact that 5G
technology has on the envi-
ronment.

This year we witnessed
5G being rolled out in the
United States, and on the day
of its release, many flights
had to be suspended from
major airports such as JFK
International Airport, New-
ark International Airport ete.,
due to its high disturbance
on the navigation system on
flights. The 5G network’s in-
terference with the aircraft's
radio altimeter could prevent
engine and braking systems
from transitioning to landing
mode, which could prevent
an aircraft from stopping
on the runway as per the
FAA'’s statement. So, that is
also a big worry here in our
country.

What worries me most,
is that Telecom Providers
in India have not been able
to pioneer 4G networks that
well and especially the ru-
ral community in India is
massive and are still not

By Rajdee

A similar grassroots leader
versus privileged dynast sto-
ryline has been used to jus-
tify the coup in Maharashtra:
now, the BJP is looking for
an Eknath Shinde like dis-
gruntled figure in other states
who can challenge family run
regional parties in Telangana
and beyond.

That the south is a future
target forthe BJP is also clear
in the fact that all four ofthe
presidential nominees to the
Rajya Sabha are from south-
ern states, a move awash
with political symbolism. In
the 2019 general electrons,
the BJP won just 29 of its
303: seat tally from the five
southern states, 25 of them
from Karnataka alone. The

southern pushreflects an am-

bition to expand the party’s

footprint into uncharted ter-

ritory, - seats that the party

has never wot —even if the

reward™ may not come over-

night Having almostreached

saturation point in the Hindi

heartland, the south is seenas,
the next major growth area.

Not just a geographical
expansion, the BJP. is deep-
ening its social b ~"to~the/
presidential nomination' of'
DraupadiMurmu, an Adivasi.
woman from Odisha, is part
of this Conscious strategy. In
the 2019 elections, the BJP
dominated the scheduled
tribe reserved constituen-
cies with a 40 per cent vote
share, a gain of more than
six per cent. In fact! the
BJP did much better in rural
India than in urban pockets
by engineering an OBC-SC-
ST alliance that has gone
well beyond the traditional
upper caste iJrahmin-Bariia
stereotype ofthe party’s sup-
port base.

Interestingly, the BJP
has also won the recent by-
elections to the Rampur and
Azamgarh Lok Sabha seats in
UP, both with large Muslim
populations and traditionally

able to get even proper 4G
connectivity service. The
poor financial health of In-
dian telcos is another key
concern that will certainly
impact their 5G strategy.
Also, a pan-India roll-out of
infrastructure would require
significant capital investment
from the telcos.

Spectrum availability and
pricing are key aspects that,
will require focus and effort.
The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRA1)
is yet.to provide its recom-
mendations on the avail-
able spectrum as ISRO and
the Defence authorities are
yet to vacate several bands.
Further, the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
has sought TRAI’s recom-
mendations on spectrum base
price, given that the current
base price recommended
for 5G spectrum airwaves is
considerably high.

But for now, all we have
to do is see and wait that
everything works well and
that people’s questions are
answered. | am not here to
discourage the roll out of
5G or people using it, mind
you.
I know 5G will definitely
revolutionize the way we
connect and itwill be aboost
to every user.

Several sectors, particu-
larly the manufacturing sec-
tor, financial services, and
electronics industry, would
benefit hugely from the de-
ployment of 5G. Also, with
the entire world moving at
a fast pace towards such in-

p Sardesai

won by the opposition. While
the claim that the BJP got a
sizeable chunk* of the? Mus-
lim vote maybe an exaggera-
tion, the victories only em-
phasise'the BJP’s complete
dominance of India’s most
politically crucial state. That
Akhilesh Yadav didn’t even
step out to campaign for his
Samajwadi party candidates
reveals an absentee leader-
ship that is no match for the
BJP’s electionjuggernaut.
The contrast between the
BJP* focused Mission 2024
and the opposition’s inability
to get its acttogether is strik-
ing. The presidential election
campaign might have provid-
ed an opportunity to presenta
unified stance but instead has

florindered because of inter-
nal contradictions. A few key
parties including the Aam
Aadmi party chose to stay
away from the initial meeting
called by West Bengal chief
minister, Mamta Banerjee
to evolve a consensus on a
.name who might,offer a real
challenge to the BJP nomi-
, hee. Octogenarian Yashwant
mSinha was eventually only a
' fourthchoice. Now, Draupadi
Murmu’s nomination has
widened the faultlines: not
only hasthe Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha decided to support
a tribal woman but even the
Shiv Sena (Uddhav faction)
is backing her.

The predicament of the
main opposition party, the
Congress is even more glar-
ing. The post 2019 hemor-

* rhaging that has seen several
high profile exits shows no
signs ofending. Every week,
the political bazaar of Delhi
is rife with rumours on who
will be the next leader to
leave a beleaguered party. A
Chintan Shivir in May was
designedto liftthe morale af-
ter the assembly election rout
but barring a re-energising
of its communication team,
there is still little sign thatthe

novative and sophisticated

technologies, India should

not be left behind. Therefore,

itis imperative for the market

to become mature enough to

absorb these new changes

and implement them and to

be ready to address any chal-
lenges that may arise.

Yours etc.,

Chanmiki Laloo

' Shillong 02

Via email

Upright leaders
needed in

democracy

Editor,

Is politics synonymous
with sleaze? If someone
doubts this then the person
has not updated himself.
The current special article
by Patricia Mukhim - “Stop

politicising crime: Let the’

lawtake its course” discussed
what very few have spoken
out. | personally do notwish
to point a finger at any indi-
vidual and hurt him/her. It is
not my intention, either. But
it certainly hurts the citizens
when democratic values are
ruthlessly trampled upon.
How could our leaders who
rule this democratic "country
ofthe people, for.the people
and by the people be so mor-
ally depraved? Ms Mukhim
rightly points out that in the
country these days many
people have been known to
fight and win elections from
inside a jail. | think this is
totally outrageous. Allow-

party is battle ready. With no

-clarity on its tangled leader-
ship issue, it seems that the
party is drifting in choppy
seas without a captain at the
helm. The lack of fighting
spirit was visible in Maha-
rashtra - once a Congress
bastion- where the state party
leaders appeared resigned to
the fate of their coalition
government from the very
outset.

So is there an inevitability
to aNarendra Modi hat-trick
in 2024? Twenty months is a
long time in Indian politics
but it is hard to see what can
change political fortunes.
Yes,'there isn’t a level play-
ing field in the contest: the
'BJP has access to enormous
resources, media and insti-
tutional power that makes a
mockery of the concept of

‘free and fair’ elections. But
for a fractured opposition to
merely lament the ‘capture’
of the democratic process
without even offeringa viable
counter-narrative or leader-
ship model is to only make
the BJP’s route to absolute
power that much easier. A
One Party Dominance (OPD)
system may seem like an in-
escapable reality for now, its
implications for democracy
are deeply regressive: a ‘one
nation, one leader, one photo’
trend could become danger-
ously entrenched;
Post-script: The BJP’s
latest ‘Operation Lotus’ is
playing outin Goa. Evenina
~small state where tile BJP won
an election just months ago,
the party seems determined
to create an ‘opposition-mukt’
Goa. The Congress alleges
that its MLAs have been
offered Rs 40 crore each to
switch. Pre-election, these
MLAs had been taken to a
temple, mosque and church
where they vowed not to
defect. Even God appears
powerless before the BJP’s
blooming lotus. -
(The writerisseniorjour-
nalist and author. Mail: ra-
jdeepsardesaiS2gmail.com)

ing devious people to sit in
the chair of power will hurt
the integrity of the nation.
All cases of corruption that
the country is beset with are
because we elected the wrong
people to govern the country.
Look at how certain leaders
directly or indirectly incite
such forces that pose a threat
to the nation. | wonder where
we are heading towards. What
message are we sendingoutto
our new generation?

Thank God, Ms Mamata
Baneqee sacked Partha Chat-
terjee for his involvement
in the teacher recruitment
scam. This Uprightness of
the Bengal CM has won high
appreciation this time. But
will she also disown those
violently riotous cadres in
TMC who have robbed the
peace of certain people who
disagree with them? Let’s
raise our voices to preserve
the sanctity ofdemocracy and
social harmony.

I also wish to express
my heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved family of our
beloved leader - RG Lyn-
gdoh who was a paragon of
integrity and stood his ground
against corruption. We lost
him but his moral rectitude
and intellectual strength will
continue to inspire millions.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
. Shillong

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Ministry making in Maharashtra in limbo
as Fadnauvis tries to comer Shinde

Governor Koshfyari makes
ground slippery for CM by
commentson Mumbai

It’s a month since the
Maha Vikas Aghadi govem:
ment fell and Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and his Dep-
uty ChiefMinister Devendra
Fadnavis took over replac-
ing the Uddhav Thackeray
alliance. They haven’t yet
started governing Maharash-
tra in earnest as there is no
ministry formation. The two
appear to be enjoying the
honeymoon while keeping
both BJP and Shinde MLAs
in tenterhooks.

Don’t know about De-
vendra Fadnavis, but how’s
it that Eknath Shinde can’t
take a step without the BJP
central leadership giving its
nod? The more Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde delays
ministry formation, the more
Shinde will lose credibility.
Shinde is no fool, he should
know by now that his gov-
ernment is hanging by its
shins; with feet dragging in
the mud.

To Md insult to injury,
Governor BS Koshiyari
cannot stop laughing at his
ov*n comment that Mumbai
wouldn’t be the financial
capital of India, if the Gu-
jarati and the Marwari took
their businesses to Gujarat
and Rajasthan. Now, the

Marathi manoos are fuming,
ready to go to battle.

It cannotbe that Koshiyari
is a childwho doesn’t under-
stand the power of words to
stir up trouble? From what’s
beingheard-andtold inMum-
bai and Pune, Shambajinagar,
Nagpu” and Thane, the ‘BS’
that Koshiyari spoke will not
be tolerated. The Marathi
manoos will nottake it lying
down.

Besides, much to Shinde’s
disgust, Koshiyari has given
the Thackeray dan a reason
to live. And that includes
cousin Raj Thackeray, who
was ready to go slow on
Marathi chauvinism, but
cannot ignore it any longer
after Koshiyari’s bloomer!
The MNS strongman is once
again back where he always
used to be,| ready to defend

Koshiyari could do with
a political teacher. The man
isn’t even Gujarati or Mar-
wari, he is an Uttarakhandi!
This is what he said, “Some-
times I tell people that if Gu-
jarati and Rajasthani leave,
there will be no money left
in Mumbai aid Mumbai will
not be the financial capital.
Gujarati and Marwari com-
munities have contributed
a lot,in the development of
Mumbai and Thane.”

Haven’t we been hearing
offand on* intermittently, that
the BJP harbours agrandiose
dream to seVer cash-cow
Mumbai from Maharashtra’s
grasp? Koshyari was in fact

By Sushil Kutty

speaking at a road-naming'
function in Andheri West,
Mumbai. For all*we know,
this must not be an off-the-
cuff remark, this must be
commonplace koshiyari-
speak when Union Home
Minister Amit Shah calls
when nobody isabout.

This isn’t even a foot in
the mouth, this is an entire
leg in the mouth. Koshiyari
is a prime example of the
typical BJP governor. For
reasons unknown, BJP ap-
pointed governors cannot
rest unless they aire stirring
the communal pot. Now,
you’ll have, for a perfectly
uncalled for reason, Gujarati
and Marwari smirking atthe
sight df a Marathi manoos.

One of those governors
will soon become the Vice
President. Guv Jagdeep
Dhankar beat guv Koshi-
yari to the VeePee appoint-
ment. The' surprising thing
is, Chief Minister Elgiath
Shinde can’t complain to
the BJP high command,
which is now also the Shin-
de group’s high command.
The searchlight is bow on
Shinde and his group of Shiv
Sena MLAs who jumped
the ship.

Koshiyari is a serial of-

fender when it comes to
embarrassing chief minis-
ters.He did itto the non-BJP
chief minister and he is riot
beyond doing it to the chief
minister toeing the BJP-line,
hook, lineand sinker. Shinde
andhis deputy Fadnavis could _
do without such distractions,
they already have too muchon
their plate, wishes unfulfilled
thanks to the overbearing
BJP brass.

It’s a month to the day,
Uddhav Thackeray quit and
the MVA alliance govern-
mentfell, buttherestill isnt a
Shinde-Fadnavis government
einplace. All the ministriesand
all the portfolios with noth-
ing to show! And Koshiyari
played along, not asking the
ChiefMinister to do his duty
to the state and its people
instead of belittling Mumbai
and Maharashtra.

Previously, Koshiyari
never let go a chance to
embarrass Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray. Perhaps,
being BJP at his core, he
doesn’t think much of Shiv
Sainik Eknath Shinde, too.
Let’s not forget Devendra
Fadnavis and Guv Koshiyari
were a team throughout
UT’s aborted reign. Guv Ko-
shiyari was in cahoots with
Fadnavis when the latterwas
installed Chief Minister in
alliance with Ajit Pawar’s
NCP. Sharad Pawar cut that
alliance short, and Fadnavis
cannot fake Alzheimer’s,
neither can Koshiyari am-
nesia! (IPA Service)
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Election-oriented development
AS Meghalaya inches closer to the election
scheduled for February 2023, every scheme is
aimed at winning elections and not to meet the
real exigencies ofthe people. Some roads falling
in the constituencies o fopposition MLAs are left
unrepaired. A good example are the roads and
lanes in Mawlai which have not been repaired
in a long time despite the area seeing heavy traf-
fic diverted from the Mawlai junction towards
Polo. Several other roads across the state are
in a dilapidated condition in Jaintia Hills. West
Khasi Hills, Garo Hills et al. The fact that roads
have to be repaired annually suggests that they
have not been made according to specifications.
The engineers that certify the road-worthiness
of such roads don’t have an inbuilt code of eth-
ics. All have compromised; all engineers give
completion certificates knowing fully well that
the roads are meant to last only one season.
Clirnate experts suggest that the present road
engineering model is not sustainable and we
are seeing how landslides have occurred due
to poor earth-cutting or because the geological
study ofthe area about to be cut was by-passed
without ascertaining the carrying capacity of
the roads. Why have a Department of Mining
and Geology if the Department is only meant
to prospect for minerals? Should there not be a
convergence between the Department ofMining
and Geology and the PWD (Roads)?

People of Meghalaya are inured to bad roads
and bad governance. Very few do RTlto find out
how much was spent on a certain road project
and if the quality of the road is commensurate

with the money spent.

Several parts of this

country have the propensity to flood during
the monsoons. Road-making with bitumen
and asphalt or chip seal is so far the only com-
mon way in road construction and because of
the compromise in quality and content used,
such roads don’t last beyond a season. Cement
concrete are rarely being used. I1fused they are
only for small link roads inside localities even

though concrete roads are able to handle both
heat, floods and loads better without need for

frequent maintenance. Another important aspect
is the absence of drains on both sides of the
road thereby allowing the heavy rain water to
erode the bituminous roads. Meghalaya might
be the only State that has roads without drains.
In neighbouring Assam road projects are being
aggressively taken up and completed within
short deadlines. Not so in Meghalaya! The rea-
son? People don’t seek accountability. There is
no mechanism for holding the Government to
account for corruption at every level. The public
has only one route for addressing corruption;
they have to knock on the doors of the courts.
Too much public money in Meghalaya is di-
verted to private pockets. This has to end!

Letters to the Editor

To gamble or

not to gamble

Editor,

When the State Govern-
ment proposed to set up a
casino in Meghalaya, there
was a hue and cry against
the proposal from certain
quarters. But letus recall that
gambling in different forms
was very much there in our
state even before Meghalaya
was created.

There was betting on
horse racing in the Polo
grounds and even archery
betting (then it was illegal).
But one of the main reasons
why betting on horse rac-
ing died out was because it
could not compete with the
high dividends the public
got from archery betting on
a daily basis. When Megha-
laya was created, archery
betting was legalised, lottery
was introduced and jackpot
machines were allowed to
be set up. However archery
betting with a daily double
betting together with fore-
cast betting offering one of
the highest returns became
more popular and became
a source of revenue for the
Government which gave
employment opportunities
to many.

a lucky number which adds
to their spending money
covered from a one evening
ofarchery betting.

What I’'m trying to point
out is that gambling in sev-
eral forms has been here
in our State even before
Meghalaya was bom, but
for the State Government
to promote Meghalaya as
a Gambling destination is
wrong and | totally disagree
with the idea. Meghalaya
is and should always be
promoted as a Tourist des-
tination, a Rock capital an
Educational hub but surely
not a gambling state. But for
us to protest that gambling is
taboo in Meghalaya is sheer
hypocrisy. In fact, casino
betting is very much online
today and I’'m aware ofquite
a number of people who are
in to it.

With the high dividend
that archery betting provides
on a daily basis, it would
be advisable for our ‘cash
starved’ state to expand this
revenue earning industry to
the national and international
market as well, with the
consent of concerned states
and countries, to increase
our revenue generation. Im-
proving and expanding the
venue of the archery shoot-
ing with proper sanitation

1 have come across manyfacilities, sitting galleries,

tourists from outside the
state visiting the venue of
the archery shooting in the
afternoon, enjoying them-
selves while moving around
from one betting counter to
the next betting on several
numbers, after different in-
terpretation of their dreams
by the many dream mer-
chants present at the venue,
feeling elated when they hit

souvenirs and local food
stalls, a spacious parking lot
besides giving a facelift to
the betting counters will turn
the arena into another ev-
eryday thriving tourist spot
besides generating revenue
and employment. Beaming
the activities live worldwide
viathe latest technology will
generate additional revenue
through selling of advertise-

need for a debate?

Of late there has been dis-
cussion in informed circles

about what constitutes the '

“Idea of India”. While it is
both academically sound and
sensible to “revisit” a concept
every so often and ground it
in newer garb, the fact that
a debate has suddenly come
to the fore about the need
to “define” a civilisation
that has watered a multitude
of contemplation since the
existence of time is leading
to some puzzlement. After
all, even the immortal In-
dologist Max Mueller under
whose scholarly direction the
magnum opus Sacred Books
ofthe East was prepared had
stated over a century ago
that- “If 1 were asked under
what sky the human mind
has most fully developed
some of its choicest gifts,
has most deeply pondered
over the greatest problems of
life, and has found solutions
of some of them which well
deserve the.attention even of
those who have studied Plato
and Kant, | should point to
India.”

It was, therefore, with
some bewilderment that the
author of the article had
wondered about the need to
“reinvent” India. Indeed, he
had grown up to the fascina-
tion of the Brhadaranyaka
and the Chandogya Upani-
shads which among other
enduring aspects decreed
tjiat the notes of the drum
have no existence apart from
the general note ofthe drum.
Yet—presently—a debate
has begun about a realm that
had spawned the very nature
of existence! But perhaps
there was—as aforesaid—a
need for a revisitation. After
all recapitulation had been
the way of even the seers of
yore. Approval, not derision,
has always accompanied
repetition of the consecrated
and aspects that have been
considered to be hallowed.

Another question that is
also being asked along with
the quest for the “ldea of
India” is what determines
“Inclusive India,” Indeed, in
these trying times when cus-
tom is more honoured in the
breach than the observance,
the question has gained in
prominence and needs to
be answered. However the
question that has not escaped
the author is the fact that the
notion of “Inclusive India” is
an inherently loaded concept.
Is India a nonconforming re-
ceptacle endowed with only
specificities of ingredients,
albeit in exclusion of the
other?

Inclusiveness entails that
an aspect has to be broad,
comprehensive and all-en-
cOmpassing. Therefore, when
one speaks about “Inclusive

ment rights.

Therefore the question
is, should we not properly
package and sell this dream
based enterprise into another
money making industry for
the benefit of our State or do
we allow this opportunity to
go to waste and let it remain
as it is today?

Yours etc.,
Michael N. Syiem,
Via email

Need for an
upright leader
in Rambrai -
Jyrngam

Editor,

As the elections are ap-
proaching, there is need for
the people to contemplate as
to who they should choose as
their leader. The election ofa
good leader and thus a pros-
perous constituency does not
depend entirely on politi-
cal parties. This is discern-
ible from the fact that even
though Rambrai- Jyrngam
constituency has been under
the leaderships of leaders
from dominant and reputed
parties there has been very
little to zero development in
the areas under the constitu-
ency. Founded in 2012, the
Constituency is one of the
most backward and under-
developed constituencies in
Meghalaya and this is due
to the incompetence of its
leaders.

The areas which fall un-
der this constituency, dp not
have proper roads. TTie roads
inthe entire constituency are
dilapidated and no serious
action has been taken to re-
pair them. Thus, this affects

By Jaideep Saikia

India” one must perforce re-
fer to every single facet that
makes up the nation. These
must range from features
incorporating the entity that is
termed as India from the mo-
ment Indie civilisation—in all
its manifestation—came to be
used in scholarly parlance to
characterise an expanse with-
in whichthe broad geographi-
cal contours ofBharatavarsha
isreferred to. However, there
must be clarity aboutnot only
what constitutes the physi-
cal boundaries of India, but
also the emotional shape and
component of that colossal
confine.

There has been sage men-
tion of the “inherent strength
of pluralistic India”. It pri-
marily speaks about the array
that characterises India’s reli-
gious diversity. The Muslim
community of India, for in-
stance, constitutes almost 15
% ofthe country’s population
leaving no doubt about the
shaping contribution it has
made to the nation’s growth.
In Assam, for instance, the
Muslim population—by way
of even a liberal decadal
growth projection of the
outcome ofapossible census
that has not yet taken place—
could be close to 45 % ofthe
total population making them
an expanse that would deci-
sively determine every aspect
ofthe state’s fortunes—from
economy, to politics, to tradi-
tional security. The fact that
the state abuts an ever-chang-
ing socio-cultural landscape
that makes up Bangladesh so
closely is also a geo-political
reality as is the fact that there
have been—and will continue
to be—economic and climate
migrants from the country
in the future. However, the
reality is also that the “trans-
formative .moment” which
Islam is passing through has
willy-nilly led to a “clash of
civilisation” and the narrative
is leading to suspicion about
an entire community. Agent
saboteurs alien to the Indian
ethos are aplenty in a “con-
flict zone” (especially after
the Talibanisation of Afghan-
istan and the manner in which
the Taliban has “reneged” on
the Doha Agreementwith the
United States) and there is a
distinct possibility that sinis-
ter forces may engineer and
convince the Indian Muslim
that the quam is in danger
and has to be protected at all
cost. Prejudiced statements
about exclusive radicalisation
of the Muslim community,
too, have not helped matters.
Indeed, such pronouncements
seem to have been geared not
only towards “manufacturing
consent” but ones which are
premeditatedly conspirato-

the well- being ofthe people
aswell asthe economy ofthe
area. Travelling, commut-
ing and trade are hampered.
Thenthere is another serious
problem that has not been
taken care of - the constitu-
ency does not have its own
C&RD Block, it does not
have its own police station,
no CHC and no post office.
The people still have to go
to Nongstoin if they have
grievances and problems.
When there are cases ofpetty
thefts and when the people
need medical attention, they
have to travel all the way to
Nongstoin or to Mawshynrut
block.

Hence the existence of
the Rambrai-Jyrngam con-
stituency is not beneficial
for the people but only for
those holding power over it.
Promises were made by the
leaders before and at the time
when they were winning the
elections but these promises
have not been fulfilled. The
agenda created for the de-
velopment of the Constitu-
ency are being stacked under
hundreds of other promises
made by the leaders. Re-
cently, the Deputy Chief
Minister of the state visited
the constituency and prom-
ised the people that if his
party (NPP) wins, the dream
of having a C&RD Block
in the constituency will be
made possible. These types
of promises had been made
in the past about bringing or
creating C&RD Blocks in
the constituency. The lead-
ers had once said that they
see the C&RD block is in
the "gastrulation period"
that after some years it will
exist in the constituency.
However, it had been years

rial.

In this context it must
also be underscored that
radicalisation per se is not
peculiar to any faith. History
is testimony to the fact that
almost all religion has ex-
hibited radicalisation in one
form or the other at different
times of human existence.
Indeed, it may seem to be a
contradiction in terms, but
even Buddhism—a belief
system known for its inher-
ent pacifism—have displayed
radical conduct in the past.

A debate is also raging
at present about the attribu-
tion of value or otherwise
to two contrasting concepts.
Deradicalisation is a concept
or rather the preferred meth-
odology for law-enforcers all
over the world, especially in
the backdrop of 9/11. How-
ever, a different manner of
addressing the problem had
been fine-tuned and fash-
ioned by the author around
2015 for the Special Branch
of the Assam Police. It was
termed Counter Radicalisa-
tion. The simple stratagem
seeks to prevent radicalisa-
tion from manifesting itself
in the first place and one, if
properly calibrated, can even
co-opt the services of the
Muslim community which
indeed the Special Branch
did with success! Moreover
the “Cost-Benefit-Analysis”
of Counter Radicalisation
is far more rewarding than
Deradicalisation which as
has been seen in the past
can relapse into recidivism.
Counter Radicalisation also
has the merits of halting
the progression of a process
that could invariably lead
to violence before it is even
contemplated. If a compari-
son has to be drawn with the
“prevalent” but non-existent
notion of Deradicalisation
that most countries (law-
enforcers) including India
continue to grapple with
then it would be analogous
to “shutting the stable gates
after the horse has fled”. As
aforesaid, radicalisation is a
phenomenon that has' come
to be an accepted norm—one
that is being waged against
puritanical Islam. Proclama-
tion of a counter narrative—
primarily by the state—that
Islam has within it varying
strains that can ideologically
and successfully combat the
Wahabi or the Salafi school
of thought in Islam was the
recommendation that was
made by the author. Indeed,
this is the only way out ofthe
dilemma of the present.

The syncretism that has
guided Assam is unique.
The nearly 600 year rule of
the Ahoms who regardless

and we have not witnessed
the birth of a C&RD Block.
Perhaps it is still stuck in
the gastrulation period. It is
ridiculous and it is a great
burden that the Constituency
has to carry this dream of
having a C&RD Block in its
womb for such a long time.
The same promises are being
made now and it rests on the
people to decide for the de-
velopment oftheir Constitu-
ency. The people should be
on guard and should not let
themselves be fooled again
like they had been in the
previous elections.

There is a need for
change; aneed forthe people
to understand the problems
that exist in the area and a
need to understand how as
voters they can choose bet-
ter leaders for the betterment
of their own constituency.
People need to choose good
statesmen and not only busi-
nessmen, ifthey want to see
development in their area.
The Constituency needs a
competent leader who is
capable of bringing change
and new initiatives for the
Constituency. We need a
leader who understands the
real problems ofthe people;
one who is not all words but
who has the capability of
taking real action as well.

Yours etc.,
Lurshai Kharbani,
Via email

Tribal
President with
an eye on 2024

Editor,
India is well known for
its caste and religious poli-

ofreligion provided employ-
ment to Hindus and Muslims
ascertained this distinctive-
ness. Therefore, there were
Saikias in both communities
who were in the service ofthe
Ahom rulers. Assam is, there-
fore, the correct laboratory
for the Counter Radicalisa-
tion experiment, the success
of which can be extended to
other parts of India which is
facing radicalisation.

In any event it is Islam
that is passing through the
aforesaid “transformative
moment” and as a result is
being held responsible for
the “Clash of Civilisation”.
Radicalisation is, therefore,
one way or the other inextri-
cably intertwined with Islam.
To that end, the discourse of
Deradicalisation and Coun-
ter Radicalisation has to be
examined within its greater
ambit. Itisagreat pity thatthe
merits of Counter Radicalisa-
tion have fallen on deaf ears.
This is despite the fact that
the author had produced a
manual for the establishment
Six years ago.

But to return to the narra-
tive of inclusiveness and the
“ldea of India”, it has been
witnessed that recent events
that have overtaken the coun-
try have only sought to widen
the divide when there should
have been clear-headedness
in the manner in which un-
fortunate events could have
been managed. The easiest
way out of a situation that
has gone awry is to blame it
on a “foreign hand”. Indeed,
this may well be the case.
But the fact of the matter is
that both nation building and
defending the nation is the
duty of both the state and
the citizenry. To that end, it
is time to take stock of the
situation and get down to the
business of correct national
“house-keeping”. A “broad-
brushing” exercise that seeks
to colour every Muslim as a
suspect is dangerous. Itwould
only result in alienating a
constituency that clamours to
be heard. The realistic way to
combat an agenda that seeks
to perpetuate-“us and them”
shouldbe to calibrate a course
ofactionthat has pragmatism
and imagination in its ambit.
More importantly it should
be the bounden duty of every
Indian—irrespective of caste,
creed and religion—to take
upon themselves the task of
thwarting the alien design and
ensure that not only has India
always been an inclusive
one, but the debate about the
“Id.ea of India” has long been
resolved.

(Jaideep Saikia is a con-
flictanalystand author. He is
also the sole Asian Fellow in
the Irregular Warfare Initia-
tive, WestPoint, USA)

tics. Droupadi Murmu was
nominated by the BJP to the
office of President of India.
Droupadi Murmu, a Santhal
tribal being elevated to the
post is touted as a concern
for tribals and their empow-
erment and upliftment by the
BJP. The fact is that, eleva-
tion of a tribal to any high
office ofthe country does not
fulfil their dreams, consid-
ering the actual position of
the tribals in India's politics,
society and economy. BJP
chose a tribal for the post of
President of India to score
political points keeping in
mind the upcoming 2024
general elections. Shobhaa
De in her recent article had
raised a pertinent question
on political netas who keep
alluding to Murmu as the
" first tribal President’. She
also questioned why con-
stant reference is made to her
' poverty." Was she elected
solely on that basis - for be-
ing poor and a tribal?
Elevation of a tribal to
the post of President or any
other constitutional post will
not alleviate the problems of
the oppressed tribal, nor will
it change the mindset of the
mainland Indian towards the
tribals. This has been hap-
pening in our very own State
ofMeghalaya. The mainland
Indian carries the impression
that tribals are inferior to
non- tribals.
Yours etc.,
Marbianglang K. Rymbai,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
| The Shillong Times

Is there  Will history

repeat itself?

By Barnes Mawrie

“The strength of a civi-
lization is not measured
by its ability to fight wars,
but rather by its ability to
prevent them.” (Gene Rod-
denberry)

There is a saying that
“history repeats itself.” | do
agree with this statement be-
cause human beings act sim-
ilarly in similar situations.
Many man-made events
which happened in the his-
tory of human civilization,
are indeed being repeated
in recent times although in
different degrees and in a
more contextual manner.
One ofthe man-made events
thathave often been repeated
in history is war. Wars have
always resulted from human
ambition and greed. Let me
list down a few examples
from history.

King Agamemnon of an-
cient Greece, was an am-
bitious man and hearing
of Troy’s glory and pomp
wanted by hook or by crook
to capture that kingdom. Fi-
nally he got a pretext for an
invasion through his broth-
er’s wife Helen who had
eloped with Paris the prince
of Troy. When he got an op-
portunity, he razed that great
city to the ground inthe 12th

Allies against the Axis; the
ambition of Emperor Hiro-
hito of Japan who started an
invasion of East Asia and
finally the bombardment of
Pearl Harbour in 1941. This
terrible war caused the loss
of70to 85 million livfcsboth
soldiers and civilians (3% .
of the world population)
and an untold destruction of
property.

Now coming to our pres-
ent time, undoubtedly we
are witnessing a repetition
of the 1940s. Once again
we have two ambitious na-
tions, Russia inthe Westand
China in the East, just like
Germany and Japan prior to
World War 1l. What those
two nations did, namely,
bulldozing weaker nations
and capturing territories, we
see Russia and China doing
the very same thing. Just
like those two nations were
ruled by dictators, Hitler in
Germany and Hirohito in Ja-
pan, so too today’s Russia is
controlled by Vladimir Putin
and Chinaby XiJinping who
are both dictators by a gen-
eral definition. The ongoing
war in Ukraine betrays the
ambition ofa country led by
one man who behaves like'4
psychopath. Similarly, the

“The constant threat o fPutin against
NATO and the western world and his
readiness to even deploy nuclear weapons,
are clear indications that Russia is being
ruled by a maniac. Again, China$ threat
to the US, ifSpeaker Nancy Pelosi should
visit Taiwan during her coming Asian visits,
proves that China is in the hands o fanother
maniac. Therefore we will not be surprised
if World War 111 would be triggered by
these two dictators. History has shown that
whenever such psychopaths are at the helm of
state affairs, wars are imminent. ”’

or 11th Century BC. Another
example from Greek history,
isAlexander the Great (356-
323 BC). He was a king of
greatambition and wanted to
conquer the world not being
satisfiedwith hiskingdom of
Macedonia. This led him to
march with his army through
Persia up to India. But on his
death bed he lamented that
he had “no more world to
conquer.” Therenowned and
mighty Roman Empire that
ruledthe knownworld at that
time for more than a thou-
sand years (625 BC till 476
AD), was a highly ambitious
empire. Through its mighty
war machinery it did manage
to expand its empire like no
other kingdom had done
earlier. Its history is marked
by innumerable battles re-
sulting in countless deaths
and suffering. Coming to
medieval history we have
the Ottoman Empire (1520-
1566) which expanded its
territory to a large part of
Asia and wanted to swal-
low Europe as well. Then
we have the great dictator
Napoleon Bonaparte (1804-
1815) who ruled France and
made many military exploits
in order to gain control over
the whole of Europe. In the
history ofall these ambitious
rulers and empires, we wit-
ness wars and battles being
perpetrated whereby untold
suffering was brought upon
innocentpeople and massive
destruction was effected.
Now coming closer to
our millennium, we once
again witnessed the result
of human ambition during
World War | (1914-1918).
About 30 nations and more
than 65 million men were en-
gaged in the war. The global
war was brought about by
territorial, economic and
military ambitions of some
nations. The consequence of
the war was the death of 16
million soldiers and civilians
and massive destructions
of property: Again when
we come to World War 1l
(1939-1945), once again we
witness the consequence of
human greed and ambition.
The war started on two fronts
- the ambition of Adolf Hit-
ler which led him and his
Nazis to invade Poland in
1939 thereby leading to a
declaration of war by the

constant Chinese incursions
into India’s territory arid
their continuous threat ofin-
vasion ofTaiwan reveals the
ambition of a sick mind and
another psychopath. Itis the
existence of such ambitious
dictators that poses a great
threat to world peace. .
The constant threat of
Putin against NATO and
the western world and his
readiness to even deploy
nuclear weapons, are clear
indications that Russia is
being ruled by a maniac.
Again, China’s threat to the
US, if Speaker Nancy Pelosi
should visit Taiwan during
her coming Asian visits,
proves that China is in the
hands of another maniac.
Therefore we will not be
surprised if World War 111
would be triggered by these
two dictators. History has
shown that whenever such
psychopaths are at the helm
of state affairs, wars are
imminent. Recent devel-
opments in world politics
indicate that two power
poles are emerging which
are at odds with each other.
This is a matter of concern
for humanity itself. Should
UNO fail in its mandate to
curb aggressive nations, then
the world is heading towards
another terrible disaster.
What we can do today is
pray to God that such things
will not take place and that
rogue nations may come
to their senses and realize
the futility of wars. Let me
conclude with the inspiring
words of the Father of our
nation, an epitome of peace
and reconciliation who said
“l appeal for cessation of
hostilities, not because you
are too exhausted to fight,
but because war is bad in
essence.”
When will we learn
from history,
That war and violence
are afutility?
When will humanity
ever learn
That love and respect
are earned?
When will we value peace
and harmony
As the only way to save ’ <
humanity?
When will we learnfrom
Mother Nature
To let God take control
ofourfuture?
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Politics as powerplay
SENIOR central minister Nitin Gadkari is feel-
ing uncomfortable in the government. Politics,
he says, has become cent per cent sattakaran
(powerplay). At an event in his home-turf of
Nagpur, Gadkari said he’s thinking a lot as to
when he should quit politics. This sounds odd.
At age 65, Gadkari is not only young but he has
always been highly energetic and hyper-active
when it comes to handling assignments - be it
as BJP president since 2010 or previously as a
state minister in Maharashtra or as Union Min-
ister in the two Modi terms. Currently engaged
in the gargantuan task of building 60 km of
highways per day, he has made a major mark in
roads and highways developmentvia awell-laid
network that cuts through the length and breadth
of the country. While serious efforts at NH
development started during the AB Vajpayee
term, the Modi government took this forward
in spectacular ways, with Gadkari powering the
nation’s dreams on this count. He’s promising
electrification of the Delhi-Mumbai highway
and is also making a strong pitch for large-scale
introduction of electric vehicles.

Gadkari, like Modi, came to politics from the
RSS stable. He faced corruption allegations as
aminister in Maharashtra but nothing could be
proven against him. It is common knowledge
that he had PM ambitions though the likes of
Amit Shah wield more clout in the Modi min-
istry. Gadkari’s equations with the PM might
not be excellent. He however is seen to cany
with him the freedom to take decisions without
interference from any side. He has as much clout
and will power. Gadkari is an ideas factory in
himself, innovative to the core; a rare presence'
in politics today, notjust within the Modi gov-
ernment. Had he been simultaneously heading
the railways too this ailing sector might also
have gained the much-needed fresh steam.

Politics has several sides to it. Admittedly,
wielding power is now integral to political
pursuits. When India won Independence, poli-
tics meant an avenue for service to the society.
Progressive degradation of the political sphere
over the past several decades meantthe ‘service’
component is today palpably missing from
politics and public life. Self-interests guide
each and every politician. One who is commit-
ted to a cause, and not to oneself, is bound to
be edged out as politics-is straddled mostly by
selfish sharks. It is a debatable point whether
the two terms of the Modi government have
been able to effect any change to this worsen-
ing scenario. Worse, several states are ruled by
regional leaders whose first priority, sadly, is

their own family.

! l.ilUrs lo tin- Kdilor
Goings-on in
Food & Civil
Supplies Dept

Editor,

Like every other Govern-
ment Department, the Direc-
torate of Food Civil Supplies
is in charge ofthe Technical
Management Division. What
surprises me is that the Divi-
sion is run by the Officer on
Special Duty (Non-Regular
Employee) who was then a
Contractual Project Manager
and was recently designated/
nominated as an OSD by the
Department based on his
request. The question here is,
“Are there no regular officers
deserving of that position?
What about the Joint Direc-
tors, Deputy Directors etc
in the Department? As far
as | know the OSD has been
working on contractual basis
for 9 years now and has been
pushing the Government for
regularization of his post.
Is this fair? There are many
casual employees in many
Government Departments
who have been working for
10 to 15 years and are yet to
be regularized. If the Gov-
ernment is ready and hold-
ing meetings to regularize
him for such a big post why
not look out for the casual
employees in each and every
Department and regularize
their posts as well, as they
really deserve it.

The appointment of staff
under the Technical Man-
agement Division is another

issue that merits discussion.
I met some staff working at
the Districts/Sub-Divisions
and asked them about the
Technical Division. As ex-
pected it appears that the
OSD isrunning the Division
like his own private compa-
ny where casual employees
who have been working for
only 6 months to 1year are
on-boarded in the Division
at high salaries touching
27,000 and without any in-
terview whereas the salaries
ofthe staffatthe Directorate
under the Division and at the
Districts/Sub-Divisions who
have been working for 7 to 8
years are fixed at a mere Rs
12,000, which is less than
the daily wage fixed by the
Labour Department.

When asked how they
manage to run a family with
that salary, the answer | got
is that they have had a talk
with the OSD about this is-
sue and he told them a pro-
posal for increase of salary
has been sent to the Govern-
ment since December, 2021
and awaiting approval. Now
the question here is, “Why
is the Government delaying
the approval for increase of
salary of the staffwhich has
been proposed 7 months ago
whereas the Government
was quick to hold a meeting
to regularize the OSD?”

How | wish the Govern-
ment was more concerned
about the needs of the staff
and not only ofthe officers.

Yours etc.,
Melvin Khamoh,
Via email

The Parliamentary Stand
ing Committee on Education
has recently recommended
to the government to curb
the growing unholy nexus
between colleges and coach-
ing centres, atrend academics
attribute to centralised en-
trance tests. ITie Committee
highlighted other challenges
with higher education such
as cheating in examinations,
leakage of question papers
and student-examiner con-
nivance, which too need
the government’s urgent at-
tention.

In its report, it has re-
ferred to the “disturbing
trend of many colleges ;
associating with coaching
centres to prepare their
enrolled students in certain
cities, making the learning
process a farce through this
unholy nexus”. The com-
mittee recommended that
the government develop
a mechanism to curb this
trend and derecognise the
institutions involved. Italso
suggested the ‘establish-
ment ofa study group to as-
sess the ground realities.”

The report also stat-
ed that certain State and
deemed universities and
local colleges are engaged
in a tough competition to at-
tract students and has asked
the government to bring a
halt to it. This practice, said
the report, has led notjust to
crass confusion but a feeling
ofbeing cheated amongst the
students and their guardians.”
Experts are of the opinion
that students are no longer in-
terested in serious study and
attending classes regularly
and instead are interested to
get admitted into ‘dummy’
schools that collaborate with
coaching centres to receive
suggestions and/or question
papers. ITie House panel un-
derlined that question paper
leaks, student-examiner col-
laboration were vitiating the
examinationprocess inmany
State universities.

Going deeper into the mat-
ter, it is quite discernible that
the very motive of coaching
institutes or coaching centres
has only promoted ‘commer-
cialisation of education’ in
the country. It is well-known
that students need to cough
up huge amount of money in
the form of fees to get into
such institutes. At the same
time, whether the student
can pay such a huge fee is of
no concern to those who are
at the helm of affairs in such

A tearful
adieu toRG
Lyngdoh

Editor,

It was the most shocking
news to learn that former
Home Minister RG Lyngdoh
had passed away. | have
known him personally and
his passing is an irreparable
loss to the state! A great soul
has left this earth untimely!

I vividly remember R.G
Lyngdoh, a High School
going boy while I was his
next door neighbour at Lai-
tumukhranear Ramakrishna
Mission. ljustjoined service
as a Government School
Teacher and used to rush for
the city bus daily at 9 am.
Bob would cross me almost
every day, and would smile
and salute me in the man-
ner of a ‘Scout.” It was his
respect towards a teacher.
After long years, during
his tenure as Home Minis-
ter, Meghalaya, in a public
function at U Soso Tham
Auditorium, he was invited
as Chief Guest and | was
also one ofthe invitee guests.
While we were called to the
podium to light the lamp at
the opening ceremony R.G.
Lyngdoh saw me and just
like his school going days
with a hearty smile offered
me a big salute before the
audience! | felt embarrassed,
but he requested me to go
first to the dais, | hesitated
and said, “You are the Chief
Guest here, you go first
please’! He replied, ‘But
you are ateacher’! Such was
his simplicity and respect

Pvt Coaching Centres

Govt must halt

unholy nexus

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

institutes. In this way, money
motive guides such institutes
in its day-to-day affairs. Edu-
cation, which is considered to
be aright ofevery individual,
has unfortunately turned out
to be a commercial product.
In such a scenario, imparting
education is in the grip of
commercial coaching centres
thereby, making amockery of
the very divine nature of at-
tainment ofeducation insofar
as India is concerned.

With the commercialisa-

tion of education, it has been
seen that such coaching cen-
tres are mostly located in the
vicinity ofgovernment aided
educational institutes. This
lures both the teachers and
the pupils/students of such
educational institutes to turn
to these coaching institutes
instead of developing their
own educational institutes.
There are hoardings/ban-
ners of the coaching classes
near schools and colleges. In
the long run, such commer-
cialisation instigates both the
teacher-student combine to
coaching classes. Coaching
it could be said has become
an addiction and the spread
of qualitative education an
eventual casualty.

Presently, situation has
come to such a pass that, in
most cases, classrooms inthe
educational institutes, mostly
government, are empty as
the pupils/students are busy
in house-packed coaching
institutes. In some coaching
classes, the number ofpupils/
students is even more then the
regular classes of schools or
colleges. Experts believe that
in such coaching classes there
is little scope for doubt clear-
ing and personal attention and
emphasis is paid on to rush
through various academic

towards teachers.

Another incident | can
recollect vividly was. the
XVIth ADPC (All India Po-
etess Conference) Mega
National Convention, hosted
by the Meghalaya Branch
and held in Shillong in
February, 2016. On that
occasion too R.G. Lyngdoh
was invited along with V.
Shanmuganathan, the then
Governor of Meghalaya, to
grace the valedictory func-
tion. Fortunately | was called
to the podium to receive a
Literary Award ‘Lopamudra
Puraskar’ for one of my
published books. As soon
as he saw me RG Lyngdoh
welcomed me with his ha-
bitual salute and embraced
me very affectionately. | was
so touched with his warm
gesture ! Language fails to
express my respectful feel-
ings for the great soul! He
was much junior to me; but
left an inedible mark in my
heart. | repent that | could
not visit him to have a last
look at this beautiful soul!
His ‘Salute’will be everlast-
ing in my memory! May the
Almighty grant him eternal
peace!

My warm Salute to you
my Beloved Bob!

Yours etc.,
Uma Purkayastha,
Via email

People’s
faith in the
judiciary!

Editor,
Since 2014 with the as-

syllabus, within deadline.
The mushrooming of
coaching centres is a fast-
track mechanism invented
to earn a fast buck and thus
there are ills associated with
it. First, itis advertently or in-
advertently deviating students
from their normal procedure
of studies by inculcating the
habit pf studying for few
weeks as they are promised
success in exams through
‘shortcut coaching.’Second,
many below average students

avoid making the effort to
make up on their learning
process by attending regular
classrooms only.

The astute teachers, find-
ing anopportunity to exploit
and make abuck, run or teach
in private shops or tuition
centres at their homes or big
coaching institutes, influ-
ence students they would be
provided with ready-made
notes and suggestions which
they have to memorise or
rote learning for the exams.
This is blocking the inde-
pendent thinking abilities of
the students in different per-
spectives as they concentrate
solely on the written notes
sold & supplied to them.

Thirdly, teachers too get
enticed and deviate from
their basic paid responsibili-
ties of teaching and training
students in schools and col-
leges. Most ofthese teachers
do not take the pains to teach
properly in their institutions
and may also not be punctual
in their attendance. Clearly,
their attention is diverted to
the coaching centres where
they spend time teaching
and earning extra money.
Thus private coaching cen- -
tres do roaring business by
turning normal dedicated
honest teachers to wealthy

sumption of powers by the
Modi-led BJP government
the dynamic role of the ju-
diciary in the country has
assumed a new avatar. In
my cross interactions with
some discerning citizens,
they too have more often
than not echoed the same
views expressing that the
core power ofthe courts has
significantly been watered-
down. They reiterated that
we go to the courts for pur-
suance of justice and relief
but justice is inordinately
delayed. Pre-eminent peti-
tions like the revocation
of Articles 370 and 354 in
Jammu and Kashmir is yet
to be heard in the Supreme
Court. Cases challenging
CAA are also lying in cold
storage. Contrastingly, cases
favouring the dispensation
like the recent Maharashtra's
dramatic political upheavals
had been passed in a jiffy,
thereby prompting one of
the opposition members to
aptly dub: faster than Rafael
I Hence the hoi polloi don't
know where to go.

Judicial luminaries too
have adopted attitudinal
change. Iconic legal person-
ality like our ex-Chief Jus-
tice of India, Justice Ranjan
Gogoi post the judgment of
Ayodhya Ram Janambhoomi
Babri Masjid title dispute
case in 2019, retired on No-
vember 17, 2019. Within a
span of four months he was
nominatedto the Rajya Sabha
reportedly with the blessings

elite ‘educationists’. These
so-called ‘elite-teachers’have
converted education into a
purely commercial activity
that is harming our society.

The upper echelons of
society find ita lucrative busi-
ness to invest in this booming
sector where they spend mon-
ey on infrastructure, quality
teachers and aggressive mar-
keting with sole objective of
reaping enormous returns on
the one-time investment, like
true businessmen. Through
a specially crafted network,
they getthe best teachers who
are used to attract students
to the coaching centres. The
urge of the rich and middle
class as also a section of
the lower income groups
send their wards to coaching
centres in the hope that their
children will get more marks
and qualify for amedical, en-
gineering or pure science seat
in a reputed institution.

Educationists have ex-
pressed concern overthe lack
ofregulations in the coaching
industry. It has been stated
that while there are ump-
teen regulations that govern
schools like classroom size,
teacher-student ratio and
teacher qualification, there
is nothing set for a coaching
centre. In fact, in response to
a RTI, the CBSE admitted
thatithad nojurisdiction over
coaching centres or ‘dummy
schools’as ithad nojurisdic-
tion over these. It needs to be
mentioned here that schools
have found a way to-survive
by running collaborations
with prominent coaching
institutes.

Coaching may be neces-
sary for students after Class
X but the recent trend and
the unholy nexus between
certain schools an4 coaching
centres does not augur well
for advancement ofeducation
and knowledge. The tendency
to get notes and suggestions
from these centres does not
ultimately help students in
their careers. Therefore, it
is critical that the govern-
ment strictly ensure that in
all classes, the stipulated
syllabus be completed to the
satisfaction of students. Only
thenthe importance ofprivate
coaching centres may come
down.

More importantly, the
Government must study the
Parliamentary committees re-
port thoroughly and act upon
it. For it is the educated youth
which is to take the future of
the country forward.—INFA

of the BJP. Subsequently,
Justice Gogoi has had to face
unpleasant comments from
a well-known parliamentar-
ian Mahua Moitra. Lately
on July 16, 2022, Rajasthan
ChiefMinister Ashok Gehlot
while delivering a lecture on
the occasion ofthe 18th All
India'Legal services meet at
Jaipur in the presence ofthe
Chief Justice of India NV
Ramanaand Union Minister
of Law and Justice Kiren
Rijiju liad articulated the
fact thatjudges, bureaucrats
etc. ought to serve the na-
tion with holistic passion
instead of being concerned
about their post-retirement
ambitions.

Incidentally, in the course
of his speech, Gehlot re-
ferred to the nomination
of former Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi as Rajya
Sabha MP and recalled that
Justice (Retd.)Gogoi was
one of the four apex court
judges who had asserted
that Democracy in India is
in danger. Gehlot concluded
with this punchline. "I had
asked the President of India
if Mr Gogoi was fine before
or is he fine now?"

Yours etc.,
Jerome K Diengdoh,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Mamata has botched up chances
of playing a national role

Education scam will
haunt TMC in Bengal

for along time
By Amulya Ganguli

Mamata Banerjee’s lat-
est troubles mean that her
challenge to the BJP at the
national level is petering
out. After the scandal involv-
ing a formerly top-ranking
minister who has now been
sacked, few will credit her
with being a person who
can give the BJP a run for
its money in 2024.

Her difficulties stem
from her failure to keep her
party under control in West
Bengal and an inability to
understand the ways of the
modem economy. To start
with the lapses concerning
her party, it is well known
thattwo things have plagued
the Trinamool Congress
from the beginning. One is
its inherent lawlessness and
the other is its inbuilt corrup-
tion. The result is Mamata’s
failure to earn the kind of
respect which is necessary
for a politician who wants
to play a national role.

The link between the
rowdy conduct of the Tri-
namool cadres during local

polls and after the nation-
al-level elections, and the
corruption associated with
them, was perhaps only to
be expected. The so-called
“cut money” phenomenon
is a manifestation of this
malaise. It involves the ha-
rassment ofproperty owners
by party goons ifa part ofthe
money transactions during
the real estate deals is not
given to the cadres.

It is anybody’s guess
whether the piles of cash as
well as gold and jewellery
found in the flat of an asso-
ciate of the former minister
who is under the enforce-
ment directorate’s scanner
is related both to the “cut
money” transactions and the
school jobs scam. For once,
therefore, the directorate,
which has generally come
to be seen as the govern-
ment’s political tool against
the opposition, has hit the
right button.

Sleaze and unruly cadres
are not unknown in Indian

Sikri. Nearly all her attempts
to induce industrialists to
invest in the state have been
infructuous.

Mamata’s stumbles in
the political-organizational
and economic fields ex-
plain her inability to extend
the Trinamool’s spheres
of influence by securing a
foothold in Goa or even in
Tripura, whose large Bengali
population should have been
amenable to her political
appeal. .

Considering that West
Bengal at one time was a
magnet for labourers from
Odisha, Bihar, and eastern
U.P. who flocked to the state
for employment while some
ofthe schools, colleges and
Kolkata university attracted
students from far and wide,
West Bengal’s,present sorry
plight reflects poorly on the
political class.

While B.C. Roy’S suc-
cessors as Congress chief
ministers failed to continue
with his industrial develop-
ment programmes and the

CPI(M)’s Jyoti Basu never
fulfilled the hopes that he
had initially aroused, Ma-
mata has taken the state
further downhill with the
latest scandal proving to be
the nadir of her tenure.

For all practical purposes,
therefore, her all-India ambi-
tions have turned to dust,
Yet, the BJP is mistaken if
it believes that it can fill the
breach. The reason is the
albatross round the party’s
neck of its Hindu-Hindi
background which has little
appeal for the Bengalis who
are rooted in their culture
centred on the language.

For them, the BJP’s veg-
etarianism, communalism
and focus on Hindi, not
to mention the fetish with
cow’s urine, are anathema.
For the average Bengali,
the Hindi heartland or the
so-called cow belt is an area
of intellectual darkness.

It will be extremely dif-
ficult, therefore, for the BJP
to make any headway in

It is anybodys guess whether the piles ofcash
as well as gold andjewelleryfound in theflat
ofan associate o ftheformer minister who
is under the enforcement directorates
scanner is related both to the “cut money ™
transactions and the schooljobs scam.

politics. But among the road-
blocks on Mamata’spathto a
national role is her inability
to make West Bengal relive
its past glory as an industrial
centre. The CPI(M) under
Chief Minister Buddhadev
Bhattacharya tried to undo
the damage caused by the
“revolutionary” rhetoric of
the Marxists leading to the
flight of capital by invit-
ing the Tatas to build their
Nano cars in West Bengal.
Hadthe project continued, it
might have led to the state’s
industrial revival.

But Mamata scuttled it
with her petty politics be-
cause she couldn’t see the
bigger picture. As a result,
West Bengal has remained
mired in backwardness,
making Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen compare the
empty Kolkata airport to
Mughal emperor Akbar’s
abandoned capital, Fatehpur

this region which has more
linguistic, musical, culinary
and now also cinematic
affinity with Bangladesh.
The popularity ofthe Prime
Video channel of “hoichoi”
is testimony to this cultural
closeness which is markedly
secular.Since the ongoing
scam marks the lowest point
in Mamata’s career, how she
extricates herself from the
mess will be watched with
interest, not least by the non-
BJP parties.

Among them, the CPI(M)
may sense an opportunity to
recover lost ground. But it
appears to have lostmuch of
its earlier appeal in the wake
of the collapse of commu-
nism worldwide. The condi-
tion ofthe Congress in West
Bengal is even worse. With
the Trinamool having shot
itself in the foot, the state’s
political future is palpably
dark. (IPA Service)
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“There is no revenge so complete
asforgiveness.”

—Josh Billings
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Rajya Sabha questions on Meghalaya

BJP Rajya Sabha MP, Rakesh Sinha has for the
second time raised questions on Meghalaya’s
coal mining and transportation. Each time the
Union Minister for Coal and Mines, Prahlad
Joshi peremptorily reads out the answers as fed
to him by his Ministry which in turn is fed by
the State Department of Mining and/Geology.
As expected, the answers are not debated in the
Rajya Sabha because the other members have
little interest in what is going on in Meghalaya.
The question asked was the estimated coal
resources as per coal inventory of India as pub-
lished by the Geological Survey of India - which
is 576.48 MT: The Minister answers that as per
information received from the Coal Controller
Organisation (CCO), a body overseeing coal
mining activities in India there has been no coal
production in Meghalaya in the last four years
in deference to the National Green Tribunal
order dated June 6,2014 which stated that there
has been serious air, water and environmental
pollution caused by ‘illegal’, unregulated and
indiscriminate rat-hole mining being carried on
in different parts of Meghalaya..

In July 2019, the Supreme Court of India
had ruled that the Mines and Minerals Act
1952 have to be mandatorily followed before
working a mine. The Coal Mines Regulation
Act 2017 also contains several regulatory
provisions while working a mine by a mining
lease holder. The apex court had categorically
stated that the Mines and Minerals Act 1952,
the MMDR Act 1957, the Regulations of 2017
and the Environment Protection Act 1986 have
to be strictly adhered to by the State, in public
interest. Interestingly, the reply of the Minister
is that in the, “Hill Districts o f Meghalaya for
carrying coal mining operations in privately
owned/community owned land, it is not the
State Governmentwhich shall grant the mining
lease under Chapter V of Rules, 1960, but it is
the private owner/community owner ofthe land,
whpisalso the owner ofthe mineral, who shall
grant lease for mining of coal as per provisions
of Chapter V of Rules, 1960 after obtaining
previous approval of the Central Government
through the State Government. Where are the
District Councils in this?

The answer from the Minister ends with a
convenient, “Central Government has not done
any social auditing in the State of Meghalaya.”
This means the Central Government reUes en-
tirely on feedback from the State Government
which has been misleading it. The Department
of Coal and Mines should read the Meghalaya
High Court orders from time to time on illegal
mining and transportation of coal which has
been brought to the notice of the Court by dif-
ferent litigants. Overall, asking questions that
rely on answers based on “lies” should amount
to perjury. Moreover, the BJP in Meghalaya
should have given its own feedback based on
ground realities to the Rajya Sabha MP. As of
today, asking such questions that do not yield
the correct answers is simply awaste of Parlia-

ment’s time.

I clins to the I.ditor

Is Al Qaida
expanding in
NE India?

Editor

Northeast India has al-
ways been under the radar
ofsplinter groups belonging
to Al- Qaeda and the recent
headline from The Times
of India, “Al-Qaida chief
Aymenn al-Zawahiri’s ‘go
to Assam’ call disturbing:
Cops” is one which should
draw the attention of the
intelligence services.

In an age of globalisation
we need to have good rela-
tions with our neighbours
but with the growing use
of the internet, radicalisa-
tion has climbed newer
heights attracting foreign
fighters who are seasoned
in the'Arab wars, Chechen
conflicts and the Afghan
theatre sowing the seeds
left behind by Late Sheikh
Abdullah Azzam eventu-
ally becoming a catch-22
situation.

The Al-Qaida in Indi-
an subcontinent (AQIS) is
hookedto expand its services
in the Northeast. Coupled
with the help ofbrainwashed
elements from Bangladesh
(Bangladesh: Treading the

Taliban Trail by Jaideep
Saikia) the expansion of
individual targeting cells
are ready to destabilise the
economy. The death of Ay-
man al-Zawahiri in a recent
CIA drone strike will not
stop the resurgence ofjihad-
ist movement, but thwarting
future strikes using high-
tech tools combined with
community focused counter
radicalization is the need of
the hour.
Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

What can a
tricolour profile

pic do for India?

Editor,

On the 91st edition of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's monthly radio pro-
gramme, Mann Ki Baat,
last Sunday, he suggested
that people put the tri-colour
on their social media profile
pictures between August
2 and 15 under the ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign to
celebrate the 75th year of
India's Independence. Will
this bring any change in the
political system or education
system of the country? Will

President Biden should have not allowed it

U.S. House Speaker’s visit to
Talwan at this time provocative

United States House of
Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi is under im-
mense scrutiny for her fam-
ily’s incredibly profitable
stock trades as the U.S. Con-
gress considers a ban on its
members, their staff, and
families from swapping se-
curities. She is presiding over
what could be her last term
as Speaker, if Republicans
get their way, with historic
unpopularity ratings. And to
top it all off, she has seem-
ingly decided on a whim to
pay a visit to the island of
Taiwan.

The trip, which makes
her the highest-ranked sit-
ting U.S. official to travel
there in a quarter-century,
has generated considerable

controversy and escalated the
fraying ofties with China. As
the U.S. does not recognize
“Taiwan independence” and
Pelosi is second in the line
of presidential succession,
the move has been viewed
by many on both sides as a
dangerous step toward open
conflict between the world’s
two biggest economies.

First, some background.
The “one-China policy”—
which is to say the mutual
recognition of one political
body that is “China”—is the
bedrock of U.S.-China ties.
It is the only reason the two
countries have a diplomatic
bond, and it is an unshakable
bottom line which ifviolated
would constitute grounds for
the complete dissolution of
the relationship. Whatever
talking points the U.S. likes
to trot out to equivocate on
the subject, the necessity of
holdingto tiie policy remains
unchanged. -

And make no mistake,
the Official U.S. position is
one which de facto and de
jure supports the People’s
Republic of Chinaas the sole
representative of China, not
the government in Taiwan
that calls itself the Republic
ofChina. *“Strategic ambigu-
ity,” “acknowledgment” of
the PRC stance rather than
acceptance, non-commit-
ment to Taiwan’s military
defense—none ofthese U.S.
wordplays matter. The PRC

this bring any developmentin
the most remote areas of the
country? Will this small act
of our participation abort all
scams and corruption? Will
it feed the mouths ofbillions
oflIndians? What do the rank
and file of the country gain
from changing their social
media profile pictures? What
is the reason behind this mo-
tive ofthe Prime Minister?
How aware is the PM of
the state of this country and
its citizens? Is he informed
that not all citizens have
access to smartphones? In
India, only 22% of adults

own smartphones, with 51%.

owning feature phones. A
staggering 26% of Indian
adults do not own any phones
at ,all (2018 data). If this
motive of his is to show pa-
triotism towards the country,
is he addressing only those
sections of society who have
access to smartphones and to
social media accounts? What
about the other segments of
society thathave no access to
smartphones or social media
accounts? Does it mean that
these sections have no love
for their country? Wouldn't
they be counted as Indians
and are they not patriotic?
On the other hand, if we
keep our DP (Display Pic-
ture) ofatricolour, what does

By lan GoodrUm

has China’s seat in the United
Nations, and the U.S. accept-
ed the outcome ofthe resolu-
tion putting it there. The end.
Full stop. Don’t let anyone
hem and haw about it.
Despite this, there has
been plenty of reason to
doubt the U.S.’s sinceri-
ty in sticking to this fairly
simple principle. Over the
years, arms shipments have
continuously been made to
Taiwan, a clear abrogation
ofthe third U.S.-China com-
munique, which stated the
U.S. would gradually draw
down its provision of weap-
ons from 1982 levels. Sales
have instead ballooned, with

billions ofdollars ofwar ma-
teriel provided by every U.S.
presidential administration
since, no matter which party
held the White House.

The U.S. has regularly
hosted military drills in the
South China Sea and “free-
dom ofnavigation” exercises
through the Taiwan Straits;
each time it does &, China
responds in kind and the cor-
porate press dutifully reports
on it as if China was the One
being provocative entirely
without cause. If they men-
tion the context at all, it will
be buried deep in the story
well pastthe pointwhen most
people stop reading. This,
among many other troubling
phenomena, is demonstrative
ofthe U.S.” cavalier attitude
toward the principle under-
pinning relations with its
biggest trade partner.

But one can hardly de-
scribe the domestic reaction
to Pelosi’s trip as unanimous
support. The White House
doesn’t seem happy to have
to deal with this amid the
Russia-Ukraine conflict and
mounting economic crises.
President Joe Biden himself
said the Pentagon has called it
abad idea. Scholarsand com-
mentators typically among
the first to call for blood
againstany imagined offense
from China have expressed
mild skepticism, which in
their circles might as well be
outright condemnation.

it imply? And what about
the others Who have social
media accounts and choose
not to do this, thinking that it
is a very absurd thing to do
considering the situation we
are in, in Indiatoday? Where
are we placed? Are we being
anti-Indian? Or are we not at
all patriotic?

The Prime Minister should
instead make a strategic plan
from August 2-August 15
and allow a debate on infla-
tion, the rise in prices of
LPG gas cylinders; the rise
in unemployment; lack of
developmental activities in
every sector etc. The country
should revisitthe importance
of education and seek sug-
gestions from the learned
individuals of the country
and also discuss many issues
of concern such as eradicat-
ing diseases, better access to
health, hospitals and better
road transportation to the re-
mote villages, better planning
and development of towns
and cities, etc. Instead our
PM chose to turn ablind eye
to this and is focusing instead
onour Social media accounts.
Isthe 75th anniversary ofour
Independence reason enough
to change our DP? Isn't this
absurd? When we are not
living the 'acche din' that the
PM promised, how about

No less an authority on
reckless provocation than
formerU.S. President Donald
Trump has come out against
it; though in his case it might
just be because Pelosi is do-
ing itratherthan a lackey like
Mike Pompeo. Whatever his
reasons—or hers, for that
matter—it does give the im-
pressionthis trip is happening
without express or implied
approval from the executive
branch, much less the public
at large.

Which would be in keep-
ing with history. Pelosi has
been a notoriously strident
Chinahawk for so long that it
seems like she’s been grand-

standing since before our
progenitors crawled out of
the primordial ooze. She has
never missed an opportunity
to showboat, provoke, or oth-
erwise sabotage relations in
geopolitical climates both
warm and icy cold. Recall
that she was one of the first
U.S. lawmakers to openly
support the protests in Hong
Kong ahd was a staunch op-
ponent of the 2008 Olympic
Games in Beijing as well as
this year’s Winter Games in
the same city.

' We can see by the recent
call between Biden and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping that
the former’s administration
has been attempting to mend
tiesto some degree, rightfully
wary of a two-front conflict
against both China and Rus-
sia. With her background, and
her. tenure as Speaker possi-
bly on the wane, could it be
that Pelosi timed this visit to
forpe the White House into a
more aggressive posture?

This is a far more intrigu-
ing—and disturbing—motive
than the almost juvenile ex-
planation of an ego-stroking
farewell tour, as it would
provide yet more evidence
of the intrinsic momentum
ofthe U.S.” campaign of en-
circlement against China. It’s
a worrying trend, and likely
will only get worse in the
years to come. Without any
space for rational dialogue,
the chaSces ofa crisis which

him dedicating two days or
at least a day to hold a press
conference?'When was the
last time our PM addressed
the media?

Since entering office in
2014, PM Modi has partici-
pated in just one press con-
ference without answering a
single question, instead de-
ferring to the erstwhile party
president, Amit Shah, India
Today reported in January
2020 that it had filed a Right
to Information (RTI) request
with the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO), asking for
the number of press confer-
ences delivered by the PM
so far, along with the details
of their dates and locations.
However, the PMO said that
it does not have this informa-
tion "available on record."”

Why don'tthe Central and
State governments come up
with different policies every
day for every sector which
will further benefit the citi-
zens starting from August 2
to August 15. If only our
Prime Minister allowed all
Indians to live a life as prom-
ised in the Constitution of
India - the so-called world's
largest democracy. We dream
ofthat day, and we look for-
ward to celebrating the 75th
Independence Day with the
PM not setting any conditions

pushes the world across the
Rubicon grow.

With Pelosi going through
with her plan and setting foot
on the island, what now? She
has singlehandedly created a
hair-trigger moment where
any momentary lapse incom-
munication could mean an
escalation that spirals beyond
anyone’s control.

China has not been in
armed conflict with another
nation for years, and there’s
no reason that should change
anytime soon. As the world’s
economic axis turns eastward
and Chinabecomes the major
trading partner of most ofthe
globe, the need to rush the
inevitable process of unifica-
tion through forcible means
is not growing; if anything,

it shrinks exponentially by
the day.

As for the U.S., it is not
in its best interest to pile a
world-ending conflagration
on top ofthe myriad issues it
already faces. This of course
begs the question of why a
U.S. legislator is fanning the
flames with Chinaasher own
Country is looking down the
barrel of recession, flailing
againstwaves ofinflation, and
struggling to keep its people
employed, housed, educated,
and in good health.

Perhaps the answer is that
legislators, and the class she
represents, don’t have an
interest in solving those prob-
lems. Maybe they canread the
writing on the wall as well
as we can and have conclud-
ed the only way to prevent
China from breaking up the
hegemony of U.S. capital is
through a devastating war,
one where victory is far from
guaranteed.

If that’s what they’ve de-
cided, they are in for a rude
awakening. The peace-loving
people of the world, rep-
resenting the vast working
majority, won’t stand idly
by and let themselves be
marched into the meat grinder
to sustain the profits ofa tiny
few. They will fight back
against these absurd incite-
ments and demand a system
that actually represents their
interests, a real democracy.
(IPA Service)

for us citizens. If Indians do

not replace or change their

DPto atri-colour, that doesn't

signify the absence ofpatrio-

tism in each one ofthem. Jai
Hind.

Yours etc.,

Emidao Shylla,

Via erftail

Major banks
missing from
Tynral,

« Editor,

I am a subscriber for
products from the Tynrai
Co-operative society. While
making payments | am unable
to use the.net banking facility
as major banks such as SBI,
Bank of India and HDFC are
missing from the list. The
list ironically says all major
Indian banks.

I would like to request the
Tynrai Co-operative Society
via your good offices that it
should rectify this problem .

Yours etc.,
Dr. Tridib Kakoty
Shillong -14

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Al Qaeda Chief Zawahiri’s killing
by U.S. is a symbolic act

Islamic State outfit

now, Not out

By James M Dorsey

President Joe Biden was
not wrong when he declared
that“justice has been served”
with the Kkilling of Al Qaeda
leader Ayman Zawahiri in a
US drone strike.

The problem isthat’s only
halfofthe truth; die other half
is that Zawahiri was more a
has-been than a power to be
reckoned with on the jihad-
ist totem pole. In death; he
may have scored his most
significant achievement since
becoming head of Al Qaeda
as the symbol of the failure
of decades of war in Af-
ghanistan.

Zawabhiri’s presence in
Kabul in a house owned
by Sirajuddin Haqggani, Af-
ghanistan’s de facto deputy
head, of state, will be touted
as evidence that Afghani-
stan has reverted to being
a base for terrorist groups.
Hagqgani’s son and son-in-law
arebelievedto have also died
in the dronesstrike.

In addition, the Killing
willlikely become a partisan
issue in domestic US politics,
with Republicans pointing to
Biden's bungled withdrawal a
year ago of US troops from
Afghanistan.

In anticipation ofthe criti-
cism, Biden said the killing
demonstrated the United
States’ post-withdrawal abil-
ity to protect Americans
without "thousands of boots
on the ground.”

Even so, the withdrawal
resulted from a war that the
United States and its allies
could not win and a funda-
mentally flawed US-Taliban
‘agreement negotiated by the
administration of former
President Donald J. Trump
thathelpedthe Talibanregain
power.

Since succeeding Osama
bin Laden after the United
States killed him in 2011,
Zawahiri, the man who
helped shape Al Qaeda from
day one, could not gamer
the stature of the group’s
former leader. Non was he
able to (impose his will on Al
Qaeda franchises in Yemen,
Somalia, and elsewhere in
Africa. /

Researcher Nelly Lahoud
argues in arecently published
book based on computer
files confiscated in the US
raid that killed Bin Laden
that Al Qaeda had lost much
of its operational capabil-
ity in the immediate years
after the 2001 invasion of
Afghanistan.

The Islamic State, the
foremost jihadist organiza-
tion locked into a bitter fight
withthe Taliban, increasingly
overshadowed Al Qaeda,
showcasing Mr. Zawahiri’s
inability to fill Bin Laden's
shoes.

In fact, the Islamic State
today poses a greater threat
to the United States than Al
Qaeda. Equally importantly,
the Islamic State also consti-
tutes amore significant threat
to Central Asian states like
Tajikistan.and Uzbekistan, as
well as Russia and China.

If Zawabhiri’s presence
in Kabul raises questions
about the Taliban’s willing-
ness and determination to
preventmilitant groups from
operating from its territory,
repeated Islamic State attacks
on domestic Afghan targets,
and the firing of rockets into
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
call into question the group’s
ability to do so.

To be sure, granting Al
Qaeda leaders shelter does
not by definition amount to
Taliban acquiescence of the
group launching attacks from
Afghan soil. =

The questions are particu-
larly acute given that Zawa-
hiri was killed days after the
Taliban engaged with repre-
sentatives of 30 countries at
a conference in the Uzbek
capital of Tashkent in abid to
unfreeze some US$7 billion,,
in Afghan foreign currency
reserves.

Days later, Tashkent

hosted foreign ministers of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Council (SCO), who had
Afghanistan high on their
agenda. The SCO groups In-
dia, Russia, China, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

The Taliban regime has
yet to be officially recog-
nized by any country. Coun-
tries across geopolitical di-
vides have insisted that the
Taliban first demonstrate
their willingness and ability
to control all ofAfghanistan
and curtail militant groups.

The international com-
munity also required the
Taliban to form an inclu-
sive government and ensure
women’s rights. The Taliban
have yetto deliveronanyof
its promises.

Reporting to the United
Nations Security Council in
January, UN Special Rep-
resentative for Afghanistan
Deborah Lyons noted that
“the existence of numer-
ous terrorist groups in Af-
ghanistan remains a broad
international and especially
regional concern. The desire
ofthe de facto authorities to
take onthis threat across the
board remainsto be convince
ingly demonstrated.” >

Lyons’ remarks have
seemingly gone unheeded
in Kabul. In response'to
the Islamic State attacks oh
Tajikistan, home to Russia’s
largest foreignmilitary bass,
the Taliban are building
a watchtower on the two
countries’ border with the
help of a Tajik group bent
on changing the regime in
Dushanbe. ,

Adding insult to injury,
graffiti near the tower cele-
brates Muhammad Sharipov,
aka M. Arsalon or Mahdi
Arsalon, a Tajik national
Wanted by authorities for the
past eightyears on terrorism
charges. ;

During talks last month,
Tajik President Emomali
Rahmon cautioned his Rus-
sian counterpart, Vladimir
Putin, against a possible
recognition by Moscow of
the Taliban regime. Putin
insisted that he would con-
sider Tajik concerns about
ethnic minority rightsdn
Afghanistan.

While ethnic minority
rights may be a Tajik con-
cern, the opposite may be
true for China. China fears
that the militant Turkestan
Islamic Party (TIP), also
known asthe East Turkestan
Islamic Movement (ETIM),
hardened by the war in Syria,
may want to use Afghani-
stan as a launching pad for
attacks in retaliation for
China's brutal crackdown On
the Uyghur Turkic Muslim
minority inthe northwestern
province of Xinjiang.

A United Nations Secu-
rity Council report said last
month that the group had
built strongholds in Badakh-

shan nearthe Chinese border .

in northeast Afghanistan,
where it had “expanded its
area of operations and co-
vertly purchased weapons,
with the aim of improving
its capabilities for terrorist
activities.”

The Taliban suggested
that they had moved the
estimated 1,000 Uyghur
fighters away from the Chi-
nese border to other parts of
Afghanistan last October.
China has long pressed the
Talibanto curtail the group’s
activity.

Creating distance be-
tween Uyghur militants and
the Chinese border may not
be good enough. The Islamic
State sought to make that
clear when it employed an
Uyghur as a suicide bomber
in anattack last October ona
Shiite Muslim mosque in the
Afghan city of Kunduz.

The message was: Uy-
ghur militants have alter-
natives. The Taliban may
not be their best bet (IPA
Service)
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China the bully

BULLIES cannot be handled with kid-gloves.
India njust take note too. The visit by Speaker
of the US House of Representatives, Nancy
.Pelosi, to Taiwan on Wednesday created history.
This is the first time in a quarter of a century
that a high-profile US dignitary visits Taiwan,
the breakaway republic that China says is its
very own. Threats from China to the US about
retaliation were ignored by the Joe Biden Ad-
ministration, which boldly gave the green signal
to Pelosi’s visit as part of her Asia tour. It was
time to show China its place —and the Biden
administration has asserted itself. China is
threatening to take action against Taiwan. Inthe
immediate aftermath of the Pelosi visit, China
sent in a couple of drones in another violation
of the Taiwanese airspace - just as Pakistan,
occasionally does with India. The formation of
fighter jets that provided the security cover for
Pelosi’s aircraft on Wednesday demonstrated
the US resolve to take on China.

India in recent years has experienced the
bullying of China and its president Xi Jinping,
across Ladakh as also in the north-eastern
sector in attempts at nibbling away more of
Indian land. China and Xi attempted the same
with Bhutan, marching PLA into territories
owned by the kingdom. Timely help from the
Indian army in Doklam thwarted the Chinese
design on Bhutan and further advancementwas
halted, China sought to encircle India in the
seas through unacceptable maritime alliances
with Sri Lanka and Pakistan and it tried to court
Bangladesh aswell. The red nation is seeking to
establish supremacy over the seas and the US is
resisting this with help from India as well. The
evil designs of China are fairly well-known to

the world at large.

Mao Zedong’s Communists defeated Chiang
Kai-shek’s Kuomintang (KMT) nationalists in
a civil war in 1949 and took power in China.
KMXfled to the southern island called Taiwan
and set up its government there. A year later,
it won recognition from the US. In later years,
diplomacy required the US to accept the One
Chinapolicy that encompassed Taiwan too, yet
Americans maintained military and trade rela-
tions with Taiwan. While China also eventually
started trade relations With Taiwan, the present
government of the Democratic Progressive
Party, which works for an Independent Tai-
wan, has distanced itself further from China.
Xi is threatening to unify Taiwan with China.
However, with strong US and Western military
backing for Taiwan, this is easier said than done.
The misadventure by Vladimir Putin in Ukraine
might tempt Xi to think twice before acting.

Being mean or
average, not
the way to go

Editor,

I've been thinking about
this hypothesis for quite
some time now. Suppose
Mukesh Ambani and his
family live in one colony
with nine other families,
according to the hypothesis
| had in mind, Mukesh Am-
bani earns 80,000 crore per
annum while the other 9
families earn between Rs1-5
lakh per annum. A reporter
forthe New York Times goes
to the colony to survey it. He
(hen publishes a report with
the caption: So & so colony
where Mukesh Ambani re-
sides has an average family
income of 1 billion dollars
per annum. Either something
is wrong with the Times or
something is wrong with
"Average." Take the sim-
plest measure of dispersion,
The range and analyse this
hypothetical situation and
you will know that there is
an inherent flaw with the law
of averages. | will choose a
simple measurement like the
Range any day over Aver-
age. The flipside is that an
excellent sophisticated tool
like the Standard Deviation
wouldn't have been invented
had itnot been because ofthe
flaws of Average.

A transitional phase
should be part and parcel
of human existence too. In
normal human conversation,
ifsomeone is average or me-

diocre itmeans thatperson is
easily forgettable. Being bad
yet excellent is celebrated
and remembered in fee mod-
em world; being average is
contemptible. As a commu-
nity, we're just about 0.114
percent of the total popula-
tion in the country. We're a
microscopic community but
so are othea- communities in
North East India. The pal-
pable difference is that some
communities like the Meiteis
and the Mizos have learnt to
compete atthenational level
in sports and other fields
of life too. The Meiteis in
particular have leapfrogged
other communities in the
region in almost all socio-
economic parameters while
we're still stuck in the past.
The fact that our brethren
from another part ofthe state
are behind us particularly in
education doesn't mean that
we can breathe easy. There's
a saying, "Ifyou want to be
the best you'll have to beat
the best. "Toacquire and har-
ness a competitive attitude,
the easy-going laid-back
attitude must go.
Yours etc.,
Gary Marbaniang,
Via email

A clarion call
to the youth of
our state

Editor,

The sad reality is that we
live in a very competitive
world, hence we cannot
remain complacent and wait

ducation: Cosmetic
reforms not enough

On August 3, Dr Sonali
Nag, Professor ofPsychology
and Education and Education
Fellow, Brasenose College,
Oxford University, gave an
oration at Martin Luther
Christian University on the
theme, “The Learning Con-
tinuum: Home, School and
Beyond.” Listening to Sonali
speak and based on the kind
of research work from dif-
ferent countries, one realises
that in Igdia and closer home
in Meghalaya we still have
a long way to go as far as
understanding what ‘teach-
ing’ means and how a child
brings learning from the
home (what the child has
already learnt) and combines
that with school learning and
then takes back learning to
the home and society she
belopgsto. Learning happens
throughout a person’s life and
notjust'when the person is in
a school, college or univer-
sity. Perhaps our problem is
that we are only concerned
with learning within the con-
fines ofa school, college, uni-
versity and believe there’isno
learning beyond those. Sonali
emphasized that new learning
stands on the foundation of
prior learning inasmuch as
new learning also stands on
the barriers of old learning.

Cogitating on education
in a state with so many poor
people and with poverty just
spiraling is aconundrum. The
latest poverty figures pro-
vided by NITI Aayog shows
Meghalaya standing at 32.67
%. Imagine the educationthat
can happen in such homes
where the parents have to
make choices on whether
they can spare money forthe
education oftheir children by
compromising on the qual-
ity of food for instance, fir
giving up some other need.
And there are far too many
such homes in our country.
Whereas in urban elite house-
holds a lot of learning has
happened at th~jpre-school
level through interaction
with a host of relatives at
home orin a gated society for
instance, no thought is given
to tiie rural child from a poor
background. It's not as ifthat
child is not learning anything
but is what that child has
already learnt at home being
captured and built on when
that child enters school?

Sonali also spoke onwhat
exactly our education system
captures or does not capture.
Indeed over decades we have
seenthattestsand exams only
capture what is memorised.
There is little leeway to cap-
ture comprehension and the
other intangibles of a child’s
learning. We will agree that
the examination system in

for the government to pro-
vide us jobs. It is true that
the government must work
for fee welfare of its people
and the state'but it doesn't
mean that.we have to totally
depend on it. We must work
hard for our self- sustenance.
Allow me to share my views
on the realities iij our state.

The majority in our state
hail from the Villages and
poor families but with a
strong determination, we
can succeed. Unfortunately
some things hold us back.
For instance we could start
a small business with Rs
Rs. 10000 but many of us
we don’t have fee money.
However, when it comes to
buying a new smart phone
costing Rs 10000 we seem to
have no problem to find the
money for the same.

Sometimes learning new
things from a workshop does
not cost more than Rs 500
but many give the excuse
feat its too expensive and it
is beyond their reach. But
the same people will not
think twice about going on
a sight-seeing trip and drink
and enjoy life wife friends.
Many young people pay
money to watch

Netflix or play games
or engage on Facebook or
Instagram or Twitter for
hours together but when it
comes to learning a new
skill for two hours, that will
be ofadvantage to them they
complain that they have no
time.

My simple suggestion to
the youth is that they should
prioritise their lives and their

By Patricia Mukhim

India assesses learning by
rote but does not bring out
the hidden facets in the child
which could have been built
and improved upon. Hence
the Oxford Professor says she
does not believe in marking a
child zero because she does
not believe*anyone deserves
a zero and nor does she be-
lieve in anyone scoring 100
% for what exactly is being
assessed is the key point.
Examinations are intended
to map the mind but are the
tests designed in India really
capable of mind-mapping?
Prof Sonali Nag touched
on a key point that we in
this country have not given
adequate attention to and that
is teachers’ training., Sure,
we have the B Ed course and
Montessori or primary teach-
ers’ training but as someone
who has completed the B

Ed course, | would say that
there’S very little in the B
Ed curriculum that really
sharpens our teaching skills:
In fact, even today lean only
recall what a Psychology
teacher taughtus. I recall be-
ing told that Education boils
down to this - * The teacher
teaches JOHN English.” The
critical factor here is the
child; not the subject; not
the teacher. But in a class of
40-45 students where is the
time to really give undivided
attention to John or any other
child that needs special at-
tention?

I completed B Ed in 1988
and until then we had not
learnt what Dyslexia is. In
fact, | had some students
who just could not spell cor-
rectly. One of them would
write ‘hte” instead o f ‘the’
and garble up her spellings
and | would wonder why
this child could not place the
alphabets in the right order.
It was only many years later
when | took an avid interest
in understanding autism and
other learning disabilities that
I learnt what Dyslexia is all
about. Imagine a Dyslexic
child in a class where the
teacher would punish her for
not being able to spell words

spending habits. They ought
to learn to do the right thing
and stop blaming the lack
of opportunity. Opportuni-
ties are waiting for those
who are sincere and ready
to work hard and learn new
skills in life.
Yours etc.,
PSR Kharkongor.
Via email

The great
‘Herd
Mentality’

Editor,

Borrowing the phrase
“herd instinct” from what
the outgoing British Prime
.Minister, Boris Johnson had
reasoned for his resigna-
tion, in the recent past, the
same can be attributed to a
more remote issue here in
our town vis-A-vis the traf-
fic congestion on its roads.
The survey conducted by the
Office ofthe East Khasi Hills
Deputy Commissioner found
a whopping 68 per cent of
the parents in Shillong using
their vehicles for dedicated'
school trips. In case ofPrime
Minister, Boris Johnson, he
had said, “In the last few
days, | tried to persuade my
colleagues that it would be
eccentric to change govern-
ments whenwe’re delivering
so much... (but) fee herd in-
stinct is powerful and when,
fee herd moves, it moves.”
Now the same herd instinct
can be seen in wide display
atthe Pine Mountridge road
(Greater Laban), old Jowai

correctly! How awful is that!
Yet that has happened and
continues to happen in many
ofour schools.

In the B Ed course there
was much stress on how to
deal with ‘gifted’and ‘back-
ward’kidjs but that’s one hell
of a generalisation. What
if we are neither of the two
categories and we are ‘back-
ward’ in what the system has
spawned to be the opposite
of ‘gifted’ and we are some-
where in between but we are
good at something that the
teacher or the system has not
discovered yet? Isn’t that 6ne
reason why we have so many
drop-outs? Those who don’t
fit into a category are forced
to drop out of the system
completely or are pushed to
take up some trade. But the
intrinsic intelligence that has
perhaps not been discovered

yet lies dormant simply be-
cause someone, somewhere
designed a system that mea-
sures only a limited idea
of intelligence, will remain
buried forever. What a loss
ofa genius! -
Forthe large sectionofour
underprivileged kids there is
no one at home that they can

test their questions against o**- now

engage with on the lessons
they learnt at school on a
particular day. Our education
system takes for granted that
all kids get help at home and
if parental help is not avail-
able then kids can take the
help of a private tutor. The
second option is for urban
parents that can afford tu-
ition, notpoorkids who don’t
have elder siblings to answer
their questions, because par-
ents are illiterate.

Prof Sonali Nag pointed
out very correctly that il-
literacy and malnutrition are
the worst forms of depriva-
tion. In low-income countries
like India where there is low
professional development of
teachers and no one to teach
kids at home, education is
fraughtwith grave uncertain-
ties and consequences and
then we wonderwhy poverty
replicates itself many times

Road (adjacent St. Edmund’s
School), Dhankheti - Don
Bosco - Laitumkhrah (ad-
jacent Loreto Convent &
St. Anthony’s School) and
Nongmalki Road (adjacent
Seven Set School) every,
morning and afternoon hours
wife fee sea of students and
theirvehicles flooding every
inch of these roads. All the
parents/guardians of the
students are seen moving in
herds towards the respec-
tive gates of each of these
schools and when the herds
move, they also blocks other
moving vehicles and pedes-
trians on those roads.
Looking at the acqui-
escent attitude of the state
government here, it would
be better to reserve these
roads only for fee parents,
and guardians in fee morn-
ing and afternoon hours or
else one runs the risk of
being trampled by the mov-
ing herds there. At a glance,
it appears that every child
of these elite schools own
either a four wheeler or a
two wheeler and all these
vehicles are parked right on
the main road beside these
schools wife seeming traf-
fic personnel scampering
and trying to grapple with
the situation. This is the
scenario despite the fact that
each ofthe above-mentioned
schbols have large campus
spaces - which can easily
accommodate the vehicles
ofparents and guardians. Itis
an unusual plight when one
has to give in to fee herd in
the maimer feat fee pedestri-
ans and traffic cops are doing

over.

In Meghalaya there has
not been adequate research
on why there are such poor
outcomes from education (not
that there has been adequate
investment) and such dispari-
ties indie quality ofeducation
between the urban centresand
rural outback and between
government funded institu-
tions and private schools. Prof
Sonali Nag pointed out that
23.5% of rural households
in India had no adults above
the age of 25 who are literate
and more.than 1/5 ofthe rest
had not completed primary
school. The statistics would
be the same or worse for
Meghalaya.

Despite the poor educa-
tion” outcomes as published
regularly in the ASER Edu-
cation Report which shows
that about 50% students from
class 5 and 25% students from
class 8 cannot read a simple
text which has a difficulty of
class 2 level, the State has not
bothered to conduct a study
on where the problem lies. Is
itthe teacher? Orthe teaching
method? The ASER report
also says students cannot read
letters, words, or a simple
paragraph or a textbook story
ofthe lower level class. Such
reports don’t seem to bother
governments that are more
interested in completing a
5-year tenure. The bureau-
cracy too is busy completing
its day to day tasks to be able
to give due attention to these
educational deficits.

Meanwhile, Meghalaya’s
educational indicators con-
tinue. to dip and there is no
attemptto evaluate the teach-

« + 1118  Pf®“  y.of
tenure of teachers that ails
education in Meghalaya. |
8° down

to0 WRU with the teaching
fraternity but facts have to be

stated upfront The problem
with education is the lack
of continuous evaluation of
teachersto assessthe learning
outcomes of childrenin their
class or subject. Too often
students are labelled “weak”
in mathematics but it would
take the principal to sitinthe
Maths teacher’s class to un-
derstand whether the students
that doii’t understand Maths
are incapable ofdealing with
numbers oris it the teacher’s
method that is faulty.

There is so much that is
wanting in our education
system because there is a push
to reward conformity and to
punishnon-conformists. Why
do we fail to understand that
a large number of students
don’t conform because they
are wired differently? When
will we ever learn?

every day in these roads.
Yours etc.,
£C Paul,
Shillong-4

Harghar
tiranga

Editor,

- It is good that the Gov-
ernment of India has issued
a directive feat the 'Tiranga'
or our National Flag should
be hoisted atop each house-
hold on the occasion of
celebration ofour 75th Inde-
pendence Day. The Govern-
ment is also arranging for
widespread distribution of
flags at a certain amount.
However, it is pertinent to
mention here feat due care
must be taken for proper
disposal ofthe said national
flags once the celebration is
over. One can imagine the
ugly scenario if the flags
are littered everywhere af-
ter the Independence Day
celebrations. On this august
occasion of our 75th Inde-
pendence Day let us pledge
that we will cany forward
the spirit of Patriotism and
Nationalism throughout our
lives and not limit it to a
particular occasion or cel-
ebration. Jai Hind.

Yours etc.,
Sadiq H. Laskar,
Guwahati.

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Tunes

Shiv Sena battle in SC between Uddhav
and Shinde mav be prolonged

Apex court and election
commission will have to look

INto some unique issues
By Indira Jaising

At the hearing of the
Mabharashtra political stale-
mate before the Supreme
Court bench comprising
the Chief Justice of India
(‘CJI’),.N.V. Ramana, and
Justices Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli on August 3;
arguments commenced with
senior counsel addressing
fee court on the questions of
law arising for consideration
in fee Sunil Prabhu batch of
petitions under Article 32 of
fee Constitution.

The issue squarely posed
for decision by fee Supreme
Court by senior counsel,
Kapil Sibal is whether the
Tenth Schedule of the Con-
stitutionrecognizes only two
grounds to invite disqualifi-
cation, namely, Paragraph
2(a) read with the expla-
nation, that is, voluntarily
giving up membership of
fee original political party,
which is the political party
on which the elected leg-
islator stood for elections,
and Paragraph (2)(b), that
is, voting Contrary to the
party whip.

At the outset, it is worth
reiterating that the object
of the Tenth Schedule is to
prevent defections during
fee five-year tenure of an
elected legislator, and not

fee other way round, namely,
to find ways and means of
defecting, and avoiding dis-
qualification.

In fee facts of this case,
given that we now have
two whips, which one is the
Speaker bound to follow for
the purpose of Para 2(b)?

The Solicitor General of
India, Tushar Mehta, pre-
sented his questions of law
on behalfoffee Governor of
Maharashtra. Hfragreed with
senior counsel Harish Salve
feat disputed questions have
to be decided by fee Speaker
and not by the court.

The bench requested
Salve to reformulate his
questions of law for clarity.
His main argument appeared
to be thatthe petition filed by
Shiv Sena legislator Prabhu
of the Uddhav Thackeray
faction was not maintain-
able.

To this, the CJI asked,
“Who approached the court
first?” The answer was ob-
viously Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
who first invoked the juris-
diction of the court and ob-
tained an order granting his
faction time to reply to the
show cause notices issued
by the Deputy Speaker. This
delay enabled the Shinde
camp to make a round trip
from Mumbai to Surat to
Guwabhati to Goa back to
Mumbai. It was thereafter
that Shinde and fee Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s (‘BJP’)
former Maharashtra Chief
Minister and current Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis staked a claim to
form a government. The rest
is history.

The former Lok Sabha
Secretary-General, P.D.T
Achary, explains that the
issue before the Supreme

Court in this case, is some-
thing different. He told The
Leaflet: “In my opinion,' fee
only-question for a decision
by fee Supreme Court iswho
hasthe powerto issue a party
whip? There are two whips,
one issued by the Eknath
Shinde faction and one by
fee designated party whip o f
the Shiv Sena. The speaker
has no power to decide fee
question; only fee Supreme
Court can decide. “ .

In otherwords, this prom-
ises to be a two-stage hear-
ing: the question of law is
to first be decided™by the
Supreme Court, and once
the power to issue fee party
whip is decided, then the
question of disqualification
will be decided by the in-
cumbent" Speaker.

Although the Solicitor
General, appearing for fee
Governor, stated that this is
not an extraordinary situa-
tion, according to Achary,
“it is extraordinary as for
fee first time we have two
whips. The Speaker can-
not decide this issue; it is
unprecedented.”In such a
situation, the Supreme Court
will decide what fee speaker
is expected to do. It remains
to be seenhow the SC frames

its own questions.

One thing is clear: the
case isheadedto a five-judge
bench, as it undoubtedly
involves a question of in-
terpretation of the Constitu-
tion. It is equally clear that
given that the current Chief
Justice is retiring on August
26, it Will not be decided
by a bench presided over
by him.

The Shinde government
will survive, if it does po-
litically, onthe orders of
the court with an uneasy
uncertain status quo. The
pendency of the petition
partly explains the inability
to form a full Cabinet.

The Thackeray camp has
asked for a stay of proceed-
ings before the Election
Commission as any decision
will impact the pending
case, and fee decisions may
become irreversible.

The Election Commis-
sion is faced with a unique
situation where there are no
two factions, and Thackeray
continues as the President
ofthe party. As no one has
staked a claim to be the
President of the party nor is
it claimed that there are two
separate parties claiming fee
election symbol, itisunclear
what the Election Commis-
sion is expected to decide
and how.

These, and other related
issues, will have to be de-
cided before Shinde gets fee
stamp of legitimate Chief
Minister of Maharashtra. He
does, however, continue to
be fee de facto Chief Minis-
ter until another intra-party
fight breaks out this time be-
tween the BJP and fee Chief
Minister over the spoils of
office. (IPA Service)

Courtesy: The Leaflet



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 2022

“Redemption is notperfection. The redeemed
must realize their imperfections.”

— John Piper

The Shillong Times

Vol NotLXIV NoJSS

SHILLONG, SATURDAY. AUGUST 6,2022

Meghalaya’s low credit-deposit ratio
AT a meeting organised by the National Bank
of Agriculture and Rural Development (NA-
BARD), Meghalaya Regional office in March
2021, Deputy ChiefMinister Prestone Tynsong
had expressed his disappointment with the low
credit-deposit ratio of Meghalaya which stood
at 42.57 %. This means that about 60% of the
deposits raised from Meghalaya are lent to bor-
rowers from other states. An analysis of where
the 43 % of loans are parked would also inform
that it goes to big business houses and very little
actually goes to the agricultural or the small and
medium business sector. It must also be said that
some banks, more than others, have been very
circumspect about lending in Meghalaya. The
crux of the matter is that those who really need
financial assistance to scale up their agriculture/
horticulture also don’t have collateral to offer. If
they had collateral they might not need credit.
Interestingly, this crucial subject is never
raised in the Assembly even when-nearly 75% of
the population of Meghalaya are rural farmers.
One ofthe reasons why fanners find it difficult
to access credit is their lack of collateral. Most
are farming on lease held land and therefore own
no land for mortgage. But even where loanees
have mortgaged land, it becomes difficult for
the banks to recover costs since according to the
Meghalaya Land Transfer Act, land can only be
auctioned offby banks to other tribals. Itis said
that some banks are holding land confiscated
from defaulters and those have become non-
performing asset(NPA). Lastyear NABARD
has estimated a credit potential of Rs 2,593.99
crore for Meghalaya under priority sector lend-
ing for the year 2021-22. The credit estimation
for Agriculture, MSME and other priority sec-
tors, including Housing Loan, Education Loan
etc, have been pegged at Rs 1,333.86 crore (51
per cent) Rs 930.97 crore (36 per cent) and Rs
329.16 crore (13 per cent) respectively. But
these are projected figures that hardly get trans-

lated into reality.

One area where Meghalaya is rather weak is
the co-operative sector. There are not too many
successfully run co-operatives. Even those
that thrived for a while have winded up their
businesses. Of late however, self-help groups,
farmers and rural artisans have come up in abig
way with state assistance and they can upscale
their activities with adequate bank financing. In
fact, banks are there to enable such small and
medium enterprises to scale up their economic
activities and in turn create employment. Over-
all the Report ofthe State Level Bankers’ Com-
mittee states that credit flows to the Agriculture
sector is still very poor in spite of availability
ofasizable number of Government recognized
farmers under PM-Kisan. Banks have to scale
up their activities and must have more outreach

in rural Meghalaya.
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H. Elias-A
forgotten poet
and patriot

Editor,

It is with a note of con-
cernthat I bring to the notice
ofthe people ofthe State re-
garding the partial treatment
perpetrated both by the polit-
ical as well as the academic
fora. | am speaking here of
our great poet and writer as
well as a freedom fighter, Fr.
Hopewell Elias Khariong
SDB. Without disrespecting
our great poet laureate Soso
Tham, | wish to reiterate the
fact that the state has not
given duejustice to this great
son of the soil. Elias was an
accomplished Khasi poet as
well as a great prose writer.
His classical epic poems
contained in his renowned
book Ka Hamsaia ki Por,
are a proof of his poetic
genius as well as his sense
ofhistory. His many primers
which are still being used in
primary schools as well as
his prose books used in sec-
ondary and higher secondary
classes, should be seen as an
expression ofhis love forthe
Khasi language and his com-
mitment to the promotion of
education in the state. In fact
when it comes to the volume
of literature, he surpasses
Soso Tham. In the words of
J. S. Shangpliang “Fr. Elias
ranks with Soso Tham as a

poet and a critic. Much has
been said and written about
the latter, but Fr. Elias has
not been given the attention

he deserves asawriterby our m

critics and fellow writers.”
It is reported that before
his death in 1966, he had
said, “I wish to write some
more books if God permits
me some more time, because
I am very concerned about
our students and the back-
wardness of our people.”
H. Elias was also a freedom
fighter and while he was
studying at St. Xavier’s Col-
lege in Kolkata, he joined
the Quit India protests led
by Mahatma Gandhi and it
was there that he was fired
with the spirit of freedom.
This led him to compose a
poem Hail Mother India in
1947, the very year of inde-
pendence. Significantly, he
was the first Khasi poet and
writer to have composed a
patriotic poem. Itismy hum-
ble opinion that the Khasi
Authors’ Society should
have promoted this great
poet and writer as much as
they did Soso Tham. Un-
fortunately, many decisions
that were taken by some of
our leaders to honour this
great son of the soil during
the fiftieth anniversary ofhis
death in 2016, have all come
to nothing. Even the govern-
ment has failed to honour
this great son of the soil.
While we see monuments of
other eminent personalities
in public places, there is not

What is Education?
Overcoming the Noetic Factory!

One sign of the extraor-
dinary turbulence of our
current historical moment
lies in what we have come
to accept as education. lde-
ally education should uplift
the mind of man, serving
as a herald of what ought
to be - not what actually is.
This means education should
lead the mind of man - not
the other way around. But
today universities and school
systems meekly follow the
drifting waves of a collec-
tive consciousness that is
floundering inthe open sea of
human desires. Subjectto the
dictates ofmodernity, formal
education is honing in on the
“I,” that modernity forges.
The world today is divided
between the extremes of the
west and the rest.

Here in the western
world I am personally
witness to the crumbling
of higher education, as
teachers are coerced more
and more to pander to
creativity and the needs
and opinions of the “I”
at the cost of basic skills
and altruism towards the
“we.” Given the sad self-
indulgence endemic to
modernity - students now
declare themselves to be
this or that kind of learner
- as if. learning styles are
inflexible and the indi-
vidual student has no will
of her own. Moreover,
given the worldly nature
of higher education, col-
leges and universities have
become noetic factories
that process students' with
no interest at all in a life of
the mind. Increasingly bereft
of wisdom and reflection,
curricula are drenched in the
utilitarian and the sensate.
If at one end we have the
dark amoral corporeality
of the sciences, then at the
other extreme, we have the
sensuous floundering of the
humanities. God is not dead,
as Nietzsche claimed. God
has fled higher education!

The first casualty of this
money-making education
has been text-mastery. Ac-
customed to their egos be-
ing stroked for doing the
minimum, and their opinions
being sought eagerly, as if it
were priceless knowledge
- students no longer read.
And if they do, they often
confuse their own views
with those of the authors. If
you add to this debacle, the
realities of grade inflation,
plagiarism, and over-liberal
constant saccharine-sweet
narcissistic sympathy for
students, then the results are
even more disastrous. The
writing is clear on the wall.
We are teaching in a climate
of literate illiteracy! Critical
thinking has degenerated to
bashing authors and trumping

a single bust or statue of H.
Elias in any public space.
| fail to understand why
this selective treatment of
our great personalities. The
criteria for state recogni-
tion seems to be partial and
arbitrary. In this year of the
golden jubilee of our state,
on the part of all Catholic
authors we would request
the Government to give due
recognition to Fr. H. Elias
by way of installing a bust
or statue ofhis in any promi-
nentpublic location, perhaps
at Fire Brigade point or at
Police Point. Being himselfa
scholar and an eminent edu-
cationist, these places would
be more meaningful than
anywhere else. | hope the
Khasi Department of NEHU
will do something to honour
this great Khasi literary fig-
ure by way of encouraging
more scholars to research
into the deep thoughts ofthis
poet and writer.
Yours etc.,
Barnes Mawrie sdb
Via email

Are MeECL
Smart
Meters really
manufactured
in China?

Editor,
We die citizens ofMegha-
laya are surprisingly curious

By Deepa Majumdar

one’s own ego. The final nail
on the coffin ofhigher educa-
tion are teacher evaluations
rated by students. Not only
disrespectful, these ratings
compromise seriously the
quality of classroom teach-
ing, with teachers pandering
to spoilt youth for the sake of
a good evaluation.

In non-western nations
like India, the opposite has
been true - with excessive
emphasis on text-mastery and
little to no attention on devel-
oping the student’s intellect -
by asking her to reach beyond
ordinary critical thinking,
to engage in thoughtful and
reflective exegesis of text
materials - an activity that

presupposes a prior text-
mastery. I1fwe add to this, the
draconian exam system Indi-
ans inherited from the British,
but imbued with their own
authoritarianism, then the no-
etic factory in India becomes
all the more formidable. |
belong to a generation still

family members, to a harsher
system that focused heavily
on exams and marks and very
little on cultivating the mind
of the student.

But today, things are per-
haps far worse, inasmuch as
education has left the moral
for the utilitarian. The noetic
factory now is more literally
a factory that reifies knowl-
edge to information and data,
focusing unduly on the prac-
tical, at the cost of moral
ideals, contemplation, and
reflection. But this brings us
to the whole question ofwhat
“external” knowledge means.
Clearly knowledge is to be
distinguished from informa-
tion, arid data. Knowledge is

also to be distinguished from
opinion. Unlike opinion,
knowledge demands explana-
tions. But in the end even the
best of knowledge is merely
discursive “external” knowl-
edge that does not necessarily
impinge upon or alter being.
If anything, it exacerbates

“Thefirst casualty ofthis money-making
education has been text-mastery. Accustomed
to their egos being strokedfor doing the
minimum, and their opinions being sought
eagerly, as ifit werepriceless knowledge -
students no longer read. And ifthey do,
they often confuse their own views with those
o fthe authors. I fyou add to this debacle, the
realities ofgrade inflation, plagiarism, and
over-liberal constant saccharine-sweet
narcissistic sympathyfor students, then the
results are even more disastrous.

traumatized by its experi-
ences ofthe Indian education
system, where “coming first”
was amatter of family honor.
Instead of excessive liberal
sympathy, we saw a transition
from our parents’generation,
in which, teachers were like

to see the interest shown by
certain groups including a
political party leader from
outside the State on the
implementation of the ADB
funded Smart Meter project
in Meghalaya. To the best
of my knowledge, ADB is
funding not only the Smart
Meter project but also the
System Improvement project
which involves construc-
tion of distribution lines
and substations (which .is
surprisingly invisible to the
eyes of the learned Political
Leader).

The vocal (occasionally)
Opposition Chief Whip of
Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly has slammed the
State Government over the
smart metering project in
Meghalaya. He has ques-
tioned the wisdom of the
Government for not imple-
menting the smart meter
under Smart Meter National
Programme. This seems
reminiscent of the attack
on a former Chief Minister
on the Meghalaya House
deal. He even raised the
question of increasing the
fiscal deficit of the state
by implementing the smart
meter project. However, as
rightly reprimanded many
times inthe Assembly fornot
doing his “homework”, in
this instance also he isnot in
the know about the fact that
the Smart Meter National
Programme is in a BOOT
Mode] which would unfor-
tunately pass on the cost to

the ego. External knowledge
comes with the inherent risk
of hypocrisy, for it goes by
what is said - not who the
speakeris - thatis, notbythe
inner stature or moral charac-
ter ofthe speaker. Inmy years
as an educator I have seen my

the consumers eventually.
Whereas the ADB funding
is a grant extended by the
Government of Indiawithout
burden on the consumers and
the Government.

We as laymen (practically
being non-smart people)
would request the Hon’ble
Deputy CM in-charge Power
to simply explain in detail
the reason for implement-
ing the Smart Meter project
in Meghalaya. This is es-
sentially required to clear
the misgivings about Smart
Meter in the minds of citi-
zens of Meghalaya since the
public should not be made
pawns in a political game
of accusations and counter-
accusations.

Frankly speaking this
is getting very banal and
repetitive. However, we
should remember proudly
that Meghalaya was one of
the first States in India to
introduce pre-paid meter
technology in 2014. There
was a huge opposition from
the public even at that time
which resulted in it being
introduced only in Govern-
ment quarters. MeECL could
notexplain the benefit ofthis
technology to the public then
and it continued to purchase
digital static meters till 2019-
2%020. It is rumored that even
now more than 1,00,000
digital static meters are still
lying un-utilized in MeECL
stores.

Now to the question
of Chinese origin of the

fair share of scoundrels with
Ph.D.’s!

How then do we sublimate
the harsh utilitarianism ofthe
curriculum, converting the
noetic factory to a garden that
nourishes young minds? The
first step is to remember that
external knowledge is nomore
than a propaedeutic to true
knowledge - which means
Self-knowledge through uni-
tive knowledge of God. This
inner meditative knowledge
cannot be prostituted for
money-making purposes,
the way external knowledge
can. Small wonder then that
Sri Ramakrishna refused
this bread-winning external
knowledge - “bundling of
rice and plantain” as He called
it- plunging, instead, into the

deepest depths of contem-
plation and meditation. For
Plato, this higher notion of
education, which eludes the
noetic factory altogether,
meant orienting the entire
soul, away from the world of
becoming, and turning it to-
wards the changeless Good
(his God). The best external
knowledge is thatwhich her-
alds and inspires this deepest
contemplation that not only
redeems us, but serves a
salvific purpose, by remind-
ing us of our own highest
universal divine Self.

For such a lofty purpose,
the noetic factory will not do.
Itmust be scrapped radically
and upon its tomb, we must
rebuild the human mind,
paying exquisite attention on
character formation. Making
the utilitarian a servant ofthe

moral, we mustuse education
to enable individual students
to become ethical citizens,
selfless leaders, and thought-
ful servants of humanity.
Here ithelpsto hearkenthese
words of Swami Vivekananda
- “We wantthat education by
which character is formed,
strength ofmind is increased,
the intellect is expanded, and
by which one can stand on
one’s own feet” - meaning
external education must be
man-making - not money-
making!

Imagine walking into the
classroom one day to find
the grave stone of the noetic
factory, now adorned with
the fresh flowers of a garden
of minds. Imagine finding
students who are so eager
to learn, they cannot wait
to return to class. Imagine
teachers teaching for die sake
of a higher principle - not as
workers in a noetic factory.
Imagine young graduates,
shining with ideals - leaving
their schools and colleges
to go out into the world as
humble servants ofhumanity,
ever ready to serve others.

(TheauthorteachesatPur-
due University, USA. Email:
dmajumda@gmail.com)

Smart Meters. Are they re-
ally manufactured in Chi-
na? Have Engineers from
MeECL inspected the fac-
tory where these Meters are
manufactured as part of due
diligence? Were the Fac-
tory Acceptance Test and
Site Acceptance Test done?
Whether relevant guidelines
prescribed by Central Elec-
tricity Authority (CEA) for
cyber security and smart me-
ter were followed by MeE-
CL? These are the questions
that the Govt, should sim-
ply answer and this would
clear the air for the public
like me. In fact we all can
recollect that there was an
Independent Commission of
Enquiry set up to check the
working of MeECL. What
was the outcome? Why has
this report not come olit yet
despite it having completed
its mandate 4 months back?
The public has a right to
know the facts. It is better to
bring clarity on these issues
clearly being played out for
political gains and certain
vested interests.
Yours etc.,
Banshanlang Lyngdoh
Shillong - 1

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Teaching: Bread and

butter or society’s

backbone?
By Emidao Shylla

Teaching has and will
always be the most noble
profession of all, and the
greatest act of optimism. It
is a delight for someone to
be an educator. The entire
nation, and the world as a
whole, functions because
ofthe education and knowl-
edge gained from schooling.
The prime people behind this
are die teachers and educa-
tors. Not everyone can be
a teacher, but only a select
few. Each one ofus have our
favourite teachers, whether
from KinderGarten, schools,
colleges, universities, etc.
What makes a teacher our
favourite teacher? A defini-
tion of "favourite teacher"
will vary from one indi-
vidual to another. Teachers
are the backbone of society,
and itis auniversal truth that
teaching is one such profes-
sion that creates all other
professions.

Who is a teacher? Why
does an individual choose to
become a teacher? What is
their ultimate goal? Are they
destined to work in this field
forthe rest oftheir lives? Are
they the chosen ones? How
do they know if they are the
chosen ones? What makes
one a good teacher? What
are the qualities needed to
become ateacher? Whatare
the skills required to do the
same? Are the said skills
inculcated or inborn? What
is most important? Qualifi-
cations, teaching skills, the
ability to impart knowledge
or all? Can we answer these
questions? Evidently, ev-
eryone can come up with
answers, and we might even
have uniform or varied an-
swers to each question put
up. Ouropinions on the same
questions can be different.
A debate on this should be
conducted. Perhaps research
should be done.

One may wonder if this
article cair act as an eye-
opener or impactour leaders,
our fellow citizens, our edu-
cators, arid elbh and every"
concerned citizen ofthe state
ofMeghalaya orthe country
as a whole. In the affirma-
tive, we believe itwill make
the thinkers think and the
doers take action. We have
all grown up arid graduated
from various schools, col-
leges, universities, and other
educational institutions, and
have also left a mark on
each institution whether for
good or for ill. Similarly,
our teachers have left an
indelible mark on our lives
for reasons we can never
forget. Who are those teach-
ers who have impacted our
lives, suchthatwe remember
them and talk about them
every time we meet a mu-
tual friend? To answer this
question, we might come
up with multiple reasons.
In the aforementioned, it is
mentioned that not everyone
can be a teacher. This is a
debatable question. In the
modem world, magnifying

the state of Meghalaya,,the.

scale of unemployment is
so high that we all end up
being highly qualifiedjustto
sit within the four walls ofa
room, either in the kitchen,
scrolling reels on Instagram,
or hooking ourselves up
playing pub-g and doing
all kinds of unproductive
activities, and for some even
getting into illegal tourna-
ments. Should we blame the
government? Should unem-
ployed youths be blamed?
Who is to blame? Someone
has to own this, but who
will? Why must one be ac-
countable for this? Is society
to blame or the individuals
themselves?

On the other hand we
have another group of quali-
fied, smart but unemployed
youth who fail to get a job
inthe courses they mastered,
such as engineering, nursing
MBA graduates, etc. These
people have tried their best
but due to a lack of job
opportunities in the state,
they resort to teaching. In
the event of job openings
in educational institutions,
especially in private schools,
these youths will hop and
apply forthe vacancy for the
sake of being "employed."”
Most of them will success-
fully clear the interviews
and get the job. A happy

moment forthem and for the
family, but a sad moment for
the students and die future.
Intellectuals and concerned
individuals will pose a se-
ries of questions. Are these
young people really quali-
fied to be teachers? Have
they ever thought in their
younger daysthat they want-
ed to be teachers? Do they
have a passion for teaching?
Or do they have the ability
to impart knowledge? How
patient can they be with the
kids? Can they mould the
students the way we were
moulded by our great teach-
ers? What made them choose
this profession?

For this series of ques-
tions different answers will,
be given by different people
but one answer is common
"Unemployment.” To blame
these "newly recruitedteach-
ers” for joining the teach-
ing fraternity is absolutely
wrong. They have no options
and they a livelihood. They
have families to feed and,
most importantly, a life to
live. Hence, ajob, however
big or small, is important.
With their qualifications
and education, they have no
option but to resort to the
last profession, the teaching
profession. If these youths
are not blamed, who should
we shoulder the blame on?
Four or five years of in-
tense studying to graduate
as an engineer or an MBA
has done nothing good for
these students because their
investments in these years
have gone down the drain.
Someone is responsible for
that, but who? It could per-
haps be amysterious organi-
sation or an individual.

To ask everyone to do
their B.Ed or their D1EL
Ed is nothing but a waste
oftime. These degrees, are
merely certificates. How
much oftheir B.Ed or DLEL
Ed lessons are actually prac-
tised within the fourwalls of
a classroom? We are boned
to knswer unanimously that
such activities are barely
exercised in real teaching.
For some, these degrees can
be helpfiil, but not for all.
These degreesare a ladderto
a higher salary or to qualify
for the post of Principal in
the’ future. Other than that,
they're awaste oftime. Why
should teachers with ten or
fifteen years of experience
go for this course? These
teachers have vast experi-
ence, and most of them are
good teachers, even if they
are not qualified. Being a
good teacher and being a
qualified teacher are totally
different. '

Ifanindividual with high-
er qualifications chooses to
become a teacher, that is an
advantage. But if the same
turns outto be someone who
lacks teaching skills or die
ability to impart knowledge,
isthis nota disadvantage for
the school and students in
particular? Will this not af-
fectthe future ofthe country
and the state in general? On
the other hand, we have a
handful ofpeople who have
teaching skills, are passion-
ate about teaching and can
impart knowledge, butthey
lack qualifications such as
B.Ed, DL.Ed etc. Where
do such individuals go?
Shouldn't these people be in
the teaching profession? We
have all come across such
teachers in our lives. We
have had great teachers with
minimum qualifications but
who are passionate towards
teachings. We have also had
highly qualified teachers
with no skills whatsoever
and most of their classes
turned out to be monoto-
nous. Can we still entrust
our children to teachers who
have no interestin or skill in
teaching? If so, what will the
future ofthe state be? Where
will ouryounger generations
stand? What will happen to
the education system? Ifthis
is not analysed now, when
will it be? We are concerned
about the future of our chil-
dren and we must wake up
from our slumber, especially
the concerned department:
the Education Department.
The main reason behind this
debate is "Unemployment"
To conclude, let's leave this
for an open debate.
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Why Is the world still obsessed with Marilyn Monroe?

or some, death can be a smart
Fcareer move. Quite how smart

a move depends a lot on who
you are and how you die. As we ap-
proach the 60th anniversary of the
death of Marilyn Monroe, we can
learn a few lessons aboutthe artand
implications ofdying a huge public
personality. - '

As with any icon, the brand of
Marilyn Monroe fartranscends Mar-
ilyn Monroe the person, and even
more so Norma Jeane Mortenson, as
she was until 1946. The Wikipedia
page “Marilyn Monroe in popular
culture” has entries for almost ev-
ery year since her death, charting
a posthumous career that extends
across most media forms.

She has been referenced in ad-
verts for cheese, cars and whisky,
and in multiple music videos. She
lends her name to a Christian met-
alcore band, ajewellery collection
and apairofskyscrapersin Ontario.
She isthe subjectofcountless pieces
ofvisual art, including caricatures,
collages and digital prints.

Her visual image has been a
recurring theme for artists, notably
Andy Warhol, who produced several
pieces using images ofher face, and
who channelled Marilyn himselfin
photographs by Christopher Makos.
In turn, Warhol’s representations

have become a touchstone for sub-
sequent artefacts including a 70cm-
high plastic figurine, aNike Warhol/
Monroe custom AirMax shoe and a
3,000-piece Lego reproduction.

And now she is the subject of a
US$22 million (£18 million) Netf-
lix biopic, Blonde, starring Ana de
Armas, based on Joyce Carol Oates’
fictionalised account of her life,
published in 2000. Why does this
fascination endure so many decades
after her death?

Perfect storm

Monroe made her name as a
“blonde bombshell,” a glamor-
ous pin-up model and Hollywood
actress/singer who was a favourite
focus forthe voracious mid-century
male gaze. But she was by no means
the first, following in the high-
heeled footsteps of Mae West and
Jean Harlow. Nor was she the last:
Anita Ekberg, Jayne Mansfield,
Kim Novak and Doris Day all came
after. So what elevates Monroe
above mere celebrity into the status
oficon?

In her lifetime, Monroe was ex-
alted ,as one of the most bankable
stars of the day, essentially guar-
anteed to attract an audience to any
event. Famously, she used her own
appeal to help boost th$ career of

Ella Fitzgerald, bribing the reluctant
owners of the Mocambo jazz club
to take a chance on the gifted black
singer with the promise of a front-
row appearance every night.

Monroe achieved such popularity
due to a perfect storm ofbiography
and cultural context, a potential that
she managed to capitalise on with
shrewd image management.

Indeed, it is the radical reinven-
tion ofher image that helps explain
her appeal. In the shift from Norma
Jeane to Marilyn, from girl-next-
door brunette to blinding-peroxide
blonde, and from stammerer to vo-
cal seductress, she also moved from
victim to agent.

Norma Jeane grew up in foster
homes and orphanages, during
which time she was sexually mo-
lested, and her mother was hospital-
ised with paranoid schizophrenia.As
Marilyn Monroe, she took contrgl of
her brand, wielded her sex appeal
to build her career and founded her
own production company - a rare
thing for a woman atthe time. «

Such transformation is one clas-
sic hallmark of the icon, including
Elvis Presley, Maria Callas, Aretha
Franklin and Dolly Parton. For
Monroe, as with others, the capacity
to overcome adversity was humanis-
ing and inspiring.

America’s emblem
and sweetheart

The particular image she con-

structed also mattered, as her white-'
blonde hair was a startling reassur-

ance of American-ness at a time

when American identity was itself
being fiercely protected.

The height of Monroe’s popular-
ity coincided with the intensification
of the US civil rights movement,
with the 1954 landmark Brown vs
Board ofEducation decision (which
ruled that the segregation of black
and white children in schools was
unconstitutional), swiftly followed
by Rosa Parks’ famous refusal to
yield her bus seat in 1955.

The brutal lynching of Emmett
Till the same year, and particularly
his mother’s insistence on an open
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casket, furtherpropelled civil rights
issues into the public eye. In such
a context, Monroe’s whiteness ap-
parently stood as unequivocally
American, comforting those who
would resist the advance of racial
equality.

The other great theatre of iden-
tity wars was the cold war, where
Monroe represented a celebration
ofeverything thatthe American nar-
rative insisted the Soviets wanted to
destroy. The eagerpopular consump-
tion of Marilyn was emblematic of
the golden age ofcapitalism bom of
a post-war economic boom.

Broadcasting gtew in importance
as television ownership was on the
rise. The fast-food industry ~flour-
ished with the growth of franchis-
ing. And in 1959, Mattel launched

Afraid to purchase
refurbished gadgets?

demic’s attack, driving up the cost of new goods. Indian consum-

ers are increasingly interested in reconditioned electronics as the
cost of smartphones, laptops, and a variety of other electronic products
continues to soar.

In recent years, there has been an exponential increase in demand for
refurbished technology. In addition to the interruptions to the global supply
chain, consumers have been persuaded to purchase refurbished technology
due to pricing considerations, environmental concerns, and the availability
of lifetime management services.

In India, the market for reconditioned electronics is anticipated to grow
from $5 billion in 2021 to $11 billion in 2026. E-commerce businesses
have entered this mostly unorganised market as a result ofthe increase in
the sale ofreconditioned electronics. Additionally, organised sellers made
up only 1per cent ofthe market in 2016, but that percentage increased to
8 per cent in 2021 and is predicted to reach 20 per cent by 2026.

Global supply networks have been affected by the COyiD-19 pan-

Make a difference in the environment

Due to inadequate waste management, 95 per cent ofelectronic garbage
(or “e-waste”) in India is not recycled at this time. In addition, 85 to 95
per cent of the carbon emissions produced by the ongoing production of
smartphones are produced during that stage. Consumers and businesses
must switch to sustainable products as waste streams and carbon emis-
sions rise.

Customers can intentionally opt to prevent e-waste from ending up m
landfills by using a refurbished device. Refurbishing electronics will also
promote resource conservation, e-waste reduction, climate change mitiga-
tion, and the start of a circular economy.

Pay only halfthe price

Even while purchasing new smartphones and electrical devices can be
tempting, the ongoing pandemic has caused most customersto reduce their
budgets. Refurbished gadgets let customers buy comparable goods for less
money. It goes without saying that refurbished technology is much more
affordable than new technology.

These electronic products have the same specifications and features
as brand-new ones and are priced between 30 and 50 per cent cheaper
than they were originally. Therefore, buyers don’t have to lower their
expectations when they can simply lower their expenses by purchasing
used technology.

Use gadgets for a longer lifespan >

Contrary to popular assumption, reconditioned products actually have a
longerlifecycle than brand-new ones. The longevity ofan electronic device,
such as a computer, or laptop, can be virtually doubled by remodelling it.
Electronic gadgets that have been reconditioned tend to last longer due to
upgrading and repairs, preventing them from going to trash for longer.

Due of their longer lifespan, a number of prominent IT organisations
actually invest in reconditioned desktops and laptops. Refurbished tech-
nology thus gives customers another way to conserve money and the
environment.

Reduce risk with added warranties

A variety ofafter-sales services are also becoming more readily available
to customers as more organised actors and markets emerge in the market
forreconditioned technology. These services include, among others, seller-
backed warranties, accidental insurance, operational service centres, and
devoted CRM assistance.

Sellers not only completely repair and update refurbished equipment;
they also include warranties that can last anywhere from*90 days to a year.
These devices also go through thorough quality inspections to guarantee
top performance. As aresult, consumers who purchase refurbished equip-
ment benefit from cost savings and brand certainty.

Getgadgets as good as new

Contrary to popular belief, refurbished technology is not always outdated
or awaste ofmoney. In actuality, they tend to be the items that were either
marginally harmed while shipment, displayed attrade exhibits and in stores,
or were sent back by buyers who had changed their minds.

These devices are thoroughly repaired when they are returned, updated
to the mostrecent technology, and then offered for sale to consumers. The
factthatrefurbished devices are in superb shape and have a longer lifespan
than new ones allows consumers to breathe a sigh of relief.

The Bottom Line

Refurbished devices are a great method to save money in atime when
technology is evolving quickly and new models and gadgets are released
daily. Yourrisk and costs will be reduced ifyou buy from reputable retail-
ers or tested manufacturers who provide warranties and after-sale services.

(IANSlife)

Barbie, the intersection of mass
production and idealised femininity,
essentially Marilyn in US$3 plastic
form. Monroe epitomised all that
was carefree and enjoyable about
western popular culture, everything
that needed protecting against the
advance of communism.

An icon in death

Ultimately, though, it may be the
circumstances ofher death atjust 36
that assured Monroe of a place in
the pantheon of20th-century icons.
The unexpected and untimely nature
ofher death is crucial, meaning her
stardom works differently from, say,
Aretha Franklin, Dolly Parton or
Madonna (the latter two still alive,
but distinctly post-menopausal).

Crucially, it was a tragic death
that spoke of inner demons, not
one resulting from “an actof God”.
Monroe’s story therefore aligns with
those of Amy Winehouse, Judy Gar-
land and Whitney Houston, rather
than Patsy Cline (plane crash), Jean
Harlow (kidney failure) or Jayne
Mansfield (car crash). Because if
there’s one thing more appealing

at better way to show
your buddies how much
you care than by whip-

than a rags-to-riches story, it’s the
rubberneckingjoy found in ariches-
to-ruins tale.

It was arguably the way in which
the circumstances of her life fed
into those of her death that keeps
usrevisiting Monroe. For her sexual
expression, she has been claimed by
both feminism’s second-wave (as a
cautionary tale), and its third-wave
(as a poster-girl for bodily self-
determination).

The gluttonous media consump-
tion of Monroe in life has been
reconfigured as a story of being
eaten up by her public, much like
Princess Diana. And the McCarthy-
era obsession with uncovering
secrets was surely mirrored in the
question-mark-laden headlines re-
porting her death, inviting all sorts
ofunquashable conspiracy theories
around it.

Marilyn Monroe may have died
in 1962, but in that same moment a
legend was bom. And while her life
laid the groundwork for legendary
status, itis her death that catapulted
her into iconic immortality. (The
Conversation)

Mix and steam|| Pourit into the cup
and top off with whipped cream
||[Decorate with choco flakes (Glass

ping up some delectable coff8ézm d60 ml)

charecipes fortheir coffee-obsessed
friends?

With delicious coffee mocha
drinks, you can make your friend-
ship day get-togethers lively.

Girish Chandra, Beverage Train-
ing Manager, Lavazza India, has
provided some delectable coffee
mocha recipes that you can enjoy
while spending time with your
friends:

MOCHA

Ingredients:
> o 2 espressos 25/30 ml each

e Foamed milk 160 ml (80%

milk - 20% foam)

* Hotchocolate 75 ml

« Darkcocoa0,1g

W hipped cream 70 g (Op-
tional)

Preparations: Prepare the
espresso in a large glass || Add the
hot chocolate | Dust with bitter
cocoa || Complete by adding the
foamed milk ||

Option: Pour less milk and com-
plete with whipped cream

COFFEE VIENNESE

Ingredients:

e 2longespressos 90 ml (40/45
ml each)

e Whipped cream 25 g

e Dark Cocoa 2 tsp
Dark chocolate flakes prepa-
rations

Preparations: Prepare the

espresso in ajug and add cocoa |

HAZELNUT LATTE

Ingredients:

e 2 espressos 25/30 ml each
Foamed milk 170 ml (80%
milk - 20% foam)

Whipped cream 50 g

e Nougat crumbs 14 g (10 g
bottom of the glass and 4 g
on top)

e Caramel sauce 17 g (15 g
bottom of the glass and 2 g
on top)

e Cup Size 60/160 ml

Preparations: Set 10 g of

nougat and the caramel sauce
in a large tumbler || Prepare the
espresso and pour over || Add
foamed milk and whipped cream ||
Decorate with extra crumbs and a
drizzle ofchocolate spread (Glass
Size 350 ml)

CHOCOLATE

Ingredients:

e 2 espressos 25/30 ml each

e Foamed milk 170 ml (80%

milk - 20% foam) .

*  Whipped cream 50 g

e Nutcrumbs-1g

e; Chocolate spread 30g (+

drizzle)

Preparations: Decorate a large
tumbler of chocolate spread || Pre-
pare the espresso and pour aver
|| Add foamed milk and whipped
cream || Decorate with extra nut
crumbs and a drizzle of chocolate
spread. (IANSlife)
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Card games boost meotal health

hen itcomes to spending a good time with friends and family,
who doesn’t love playing card games? Games like Monopoly
Deal, and Monopoly Bid have always been top picks for weekend
game nights, picnics, and parties.

Although most people consider card games to be just another pastime
activity,,studies indicate that playing card games can offer numerous
educational, emotional as well as psychological benefits, ranging from
improved math skills to an increased sense of self-esteem.

According to Dr WilonaAnnunciation, MD, Consultant Psychiatrist &
Founder, CATALYSTS, “Playing card games can help us rejuvenate and
positively impact our mental health in ways more than one!”

Here are seven surprising mental health benefits ofplaying card games
shared by Dr Annunciation:

Pump up for the ultimate showdown!

Games are fun. There’s no getting around it. They trigger the release
of dopamine hormones, making you feel more upbeat and boosting your
energy levels. Playing card games help you develop a positive attitude
while leaving you energized to take on various challenges. For instance,
in the .Classic Card Game Clue, you are driven to connect the dots from
the Evidence and Case files cards, narrow down your suspect lists, rule out
people by carrying out investigations, and solve the mystery.

Conversations over a game of cards?

Card games are an excellent way to foster relationships. Remember all
those afternoons, playing cards with your siblings, cousins, or friends?
These indoor games bring out some people’s competitive nature while
reflecting the helpful nature ofothers. Either way, the interactions thattake
place while playing games are helpful in strengthening relationships and
reconnecting with your loved ones. Playing a card game can help people
break the ice socially and motivate them to spend time with their peers.
Building interpersonal relationships through games have always carried
an organic and spontaneous element to it, instantly creating a relaxed,
comfortable environment. Card games facilitate conversation, encourage
teamwork, and fostera spiritoffriendly competition. Games like Monopoly
Deal oreven Monopoly Bid -yourtrading, buying, and selling properties,
lead to amazing moment” of conversations, discussions, and even fights!

Memorise details for improved brain function!

Many studies support the fact that engaging in fun, learning activities,

‘Star - Gazing’

helps you retain learned information better. All kinds of fun and relaxing
activities help you rejuvenate while grasping tasks at a faster pace. The
concentration and focus, the investmentinwinning and the repeated activa-
tion of brain networks involved enable you to remember concepts better
so that the learning is crystallised.

Improve and Boost your observation skills

You must keep a close eye on your opponents while playing cards in
order to predict their next move. To spot patterns and quiékly grasp po-
tential options for your next move, you must be vigilant and alert. These
games are undoubtedly a fun way to improve your ability to scrutinise
details and take in your surroundings. These games help getyour creative
juices flowing by honing your observational skills so that you are always
ready and prepared for whatever comes your way. Ifyou play the Classic
Card Game Connect 4 you have to be attentive to identify patterns and
work out your next move.

The reason, Think, Act - Give it you’re all to bag-the win!

In addition to boosting memory skills and relieving stress, playing cards
can enhance math, logical reasoning, and critical and strategic thinking
skills. Pick any card game like ROOK and witness how it challenges you

(SEVEN)

to change your strategies and aim for the win even when the game takes
an unexpected turn, and all the odds are stacked up against you!

Interpret, Decide, Strategise - Learn to make
the right moves at the right time!

Card games teach a lot about understanding and using cognitive func-
tions. They help you observe, anticipate, make strategic decisions and
learn how to take successful turns that help you win! In the 5 Alive card
game, players maintain the face value oftheir cards under 21 in order to
stay alive and score a win.

Enhance life skills

Playing fairly, celebrating wins, losing graciously, working as a team,
accepting different viewpoints, and engaging in respectful debates are
some of the many advantages of playing card games. Especially when
you play card games like Monopoly Deal where you’re transacting, and
trading - which is loads of fun and is exciting when playing with Mends
and family. ' \

So, the next time you’re looking for ideas to unwind, relax your mind
and just enjoy the little things inlife - pick up card games and play with
your friendsand family! (IANSlife)

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Moon trine Mercuiy on your solar return chartand It will give favorable results. With the
support of you bosses you wil,find the going smooth. You will have challenges and
difficulties, but you will face them with confidence. You will have to do a lot of traveling
and you will also enjoy yourjoumey. You will behave very calmly with children. Youwil
be making efforts for children's highereducation. Youwill makeall human relations sweet
and beneficial. You will have etiquette and modesty. Your income will grow. People will
have hopeswith you. You willexpand yourwork. Tmewillkeepyou energetic and active.
Youwill makecontinuous progressin business. Youwill have loving relationship with your
fife partner. Youwill be very engrossed inworking. You will be undertaking lot of business
reiatedtrtpstoo.
Aries: (March21-April20)
Thetime is favorable foryou. Whateverworkyou do willbring youlotof
luck and grace. The differences of opinion you were having with youf
bosseswillcometoanend.Y ourfamilymemberswillbepioudofyour
achievements. Therewillbe arayofhopeforabrightfutureahead. You
will also avoid a direct face off with your neighbors. You will have
monetary gains. There will be an increase in yourincome oreamings.
You will be happy to spend time with yourfamily. Business deals wil
be gainful. The obstacles of your partnership will end and there are
chances of gains. You will share wonderful bonding with your spouse/
partner. You will carry out plansaccording to the wishes of your family
members. All yourwork plans will be successful.
Taurus:(April21-May21)
itis going to be an auspicious week. You will enjoy a favorable ime
period. Youwill gethappinessin yojirmarried|ife andthe main thingis
- thatyou will be satisfied. AH decisions taken by you in your business
f will prove to be successful. Matters related to money will be a cause of
concernbutitwillnotbotheryoumuch. Youwillgetbackmoneythatyou
had given to somebody. A confusion thatwasthere in yourmind fora
long period wincometo anend. Youwillenjoyawonderfullove life. You
will also understandthe needsandaspirations ofyourpartner/spouse.
Yourtimewillbe spentin reading knowledge enhancing literature. This
is the time to fuffillyourdreams. You will make progress in yourworks
and personal relations. You will getgood news from somewhere.
Gemini: (May22-June21)
Aperiodofhopeandgoodtimeisindicatedforyou. Eating,fashionand
finance will be the mainthree thingsin yourlife. Youwill have monetary
gains. You will also make progress in your job/business. It will be a
financially stabletimeforyou. Youwillalso planto goonatraveltrip with
yourfamily. Youwillalso enjoy delicious food and dishes. Youwill also
take care ofyourelders. Theywill give their blessingsto you. A plan on
whichyouwereworkingandhadgotinterruptedwillgetcompletedwith
the cooperation of your trusted ones. Take all investment related
decisions carefully: You may gethurtdue to the'indifferent attitude of
yourbrothers.Y ouwillgetangryatslowpaceofworkatyourworkplace.
You needto controlyouranger.
Cancer: (June22- July 22)
You will do some appreciable work. Your seniors will support your
effortsandalso encourage you. Those whoare injobs will gettransfer.
Youwillhavetoworkwith people who are havingdifferentopinions. You
willalso try to strengthen your relations with people. There will be
expenses on material things. You will buy expensive items for your
household needs. You will enjoy perfect understanding with your
spouse. Youwill partakeof happiness and leisure. Y ourfamily members
will respectyour views. One will be able to see determination in your
eyes. Yourimportance willenhance. You will understand thedifficulties
of otherpeople andwilltry and solve alltypes of problems by discussing
them with those who matter.
Leo: (July 23-August23)
Itwill be a peacefuland happyweek. You will experiencejoy, bliss and
happiness in married life. Both will understand each others feelings.
Thetime is full of good tidings. Eventhose who are giving exams and
interviews wili give their bestand get results accordingly. There will be
maned improvementin yourfortunes. You will make agood impacton
your bosses and do well. Your life will get back on track and gather
momentum. Youwill be carefulin personal matters. Youwill also attend
in some wedding ceremony where you will be very happy. You will get
the results ofyourefforts. Youwill also make efforts in orderto eam lot
of money. Husbandandwifewillsharewonderfulbonding. Y ourefforts
will gain fruit in your business. Some auspicious matter will be com-
pleted athome. Moneythatyou had lentwill be retumed to you.
Virgo: (August24-September22)
The week will yield excellent results for you. Your official works wil
gather momentum and head towards completion. At this time, those
workswill be completed thatwere connectedto yourgood luck. Youwil
get full support and happiness from your wife. Something good will
happen to you. You will share wonderful bonding with your Jove mate.
Emotionswil dominate. Youwill have afeeling of resped towards your
eldersandseniors. Thetime willbefavorable. Y ourfaith in Godwill also
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increase. Youwilladopta helpful approachin yourfamily. Therewillbe
normalcyinyourwork. Y ourfinanciafstatuswillbestrong. Therewillbe
some house related work. You mightbuy a piece of land or a vehicle.
Moneywill be spentin the maintenance of costly articles. Money that
you had given to someone will be retumed to you.

Libra: (September23-Libra23)

. Itwill prove to be an important week. You will receive an invaluable

advicefrom someone dose to you. As a result, your work will be
completed very successfully and quickly. The work you used to think
very difficultwould seem too small..Your name and fame will rise and
yourbosseswill beimpressedwith yourattitude. Youwill be neversort
of funds and money will keep coming. There will be happiness and
peace in the family. Husband and wife will share good understanding.
You will have a good time with your family members. You will be
atfendingaparty orceremony. Youwillspendtimepeacefully there. You
will settle all work on ime. Al will come true as peryour expectations.
The youth will be full of zeal and enthusiasm. Good news will be
received.

Scorplo:(OctDber24-November22)
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Timewillbe perfectly suitable. Theweekwill starton a good note. You
wilhavelotoffunaridhappinesswithyourfamilymembersandfriends.
You will keep yourself involved in entertaining activities. Signs of
money inflow will be there. Meeting an influential person will prove
beneficial for you and it will open the way to progress. You will enjoy
yourwork. Yourbusinessrelated activities willalso gatherspeed. Love
birds will have a wonderful ime together. You will share perfect
understanding with your mate. Youwillaccomplish any pendingwork.
Thewotkwilbedonebetteranditwilhavefarreactingfuture.Y ouwill
shopforyourhomeandbuyvaluableitems.Y ouwilbeverycomfortable
and your health will also be good. Good news related to a friend will
reachyou.

Sagittarius:(November23-December23)

#

ItIs going to be a fantastic week. Relationship between husband and
wife will be lovable. You will also make good progress in your job/
business. Youwill getbenefits from allsides. The relationship between
father and son will become mellow. You will engage in social and
creativework. Students will be determined and will make great efforts.
They will be successful in accomplishing top position in any competi-
tion. Youwilldesistfrom interferingin mattersofothers persons. Youwill
feel great as you will welcome arrival of guests atyour home. You wil
also work on new projects. Secretrelations will be a cause of trouble.
You will work wisely and carefully on many subjects. You will get
favorable results.

Capricom: (December22-January20)
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.

There will be applause around you. Success In matters related to land
and property will be accomplished. Youwill presentyourselfin a very
friendly manner. You will also get opportunities to meet your close
friends. There is possibility of a pleasant event happening. Investin
business strategically. In the relationship of wife and husband, the
atmosphere of the house will get better. You will pay full attention to
homeaffairs. Cooperation ofthe elderly will provide you relief. The mind
willbe happy withwork being done. You may gethig orderorsome deal
will be finalized. You will reap huge profits. You will be successful in
removing obstacles. Yoy will be confident about getting success.

Aquarius: (January21- February 18)

Thetimewill be spenionsome happy occasions. Therewillbe hamony
in undertaking domestic tasks. By understanding your responsibility
and duties intensively, you will openthem completely. Some important
workwill be done. Youwill have monetary gains. Meeting an important
person will prove beneficial for you. The efforts you put in any work, it
will be completed. There is a possibility of fulfilment of desire in a
person’s mind as long as desire in a person’s mind is restrained. Love
mateswill understand each otherwell. Yourofficials will be very happy
with yourperformance. Happiness and prosperity will be attained. You
will beable tofinish yourwork intime. Governmentrelated tasks will be
accomplished without any difficulty. You will try to fuffill the needs of

yourfamily.,

s: (February 19- March 20)

Someadditional sources ofincomewill be created. Itwill beabeneficial
week foryou. Donotwastetime infutile work. You can goon atourfor
official work. You will be happy. Long distance travel will benefit you.
You will leam from old mistakes. The atmosphere at home will be
pleasant. You willfind yourselfin a better position. Youwill also come
closeto yourfamily members. You will also meetyourloved ones. The
financial condition will be stronger than before. Youwill give full ime to
your elders. You wil also receive their blessings. By using your
intellectual skills, you will be able to convince everyone with your
talent. Youwill also be able to solve the problems encountered. Youwill
be successful in love affairs. The ime will be magnificent.

Emerging trend of Astro-tourism in India

o-founder CEO ofConfirmt-

ktDinesh Kumar Kotha said,

‘The juxtaposition of tour-
ism and science piqued the interest
of travellers of all backgrounds in
the United States as a recent phe-
nomenon. The Total Solar Eclipse
of 2017 witnessed a participation
of around 7 million people, which
also marked the beginning of the
upcoming big travel trend, Astro-
tourism.”

As the name suggests, Astro-
tourism combines astronomy and
tourism, allowing travellers to par-
take in stargazing under the skies
free from light pollution.

Lately, this latest trend in tourism
is gaining tracking in a number of
Indian cities as well.

But before you relish a vacation®
admiring the beauty ofthe universe,
there is a list of things you might
want to know to make the best of
the vacation. Dinesh Kumar Kotha
speaks to IANSlife to give us acom-
plete picture of Astro-tourism, start-
ing from what to expect to the best
observatories to visit in India.

Astro tourism in India:
What to Expect?

Dinesh: Astro-tourism, a part of
eco-tourism, thrives on sustainable
travel and draws a chunk oftravel-
ers to remote communities. Such a

form of tourism not only parallels
the existing popular forms like Ad-
venture and Wildlife Tourism but
also is more environment-friendly
comparatively.

The emergence ofAstro-tourism
in India is driven further by the re-
centinitiative involving the Ministry
of Tourism to discuss and explore
‘Nature-based Tourism.” The con-
cept was promoted by the Ministry
through the webinar series “Dekho
Apna Desh”.

With the joint effort of the State
and Union, arrangements are being
made to explore the untapped poten-
tial of rural villages as hotspots for
Astro-tourism.

For instance, the Benital Vil-
lage in the Chamoli District of Ut-
tarakhand, located at 2,600 meters
above sea level, is set to be one
of the first Astro-villages in India.
Astro-parks are also developing in
Mandu, Madhya Pradesh and Jaipur,
introduced by the State Department
of Art and Culture.

Moreover, the Ladakh adminis-
tration has launched initiatives to
promote Astro-tourism in Hanle Vil-
lage in collaboration with the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics.

Certainly, the unadulterated at-
mosphere of rural India, coupled
with the thrill of stargazing, sun
observation, star parties and expe-

riential science activities, make the
most of what one canexpect while
Astro-touring.

Best Observatories in India to
Visit for Astro tourism

Dinesh: Below is a list of the
sbest observatories to visit for Astro-
tourism in India:

Jaipur Permanent Observa-
_tory: The villages of Bhimtal and
Kausani in Jaipur have permanent
observatories for all astrophotog-
?raphy enthusiasts. The observatory
"is equipped with an 8 or 11-inch
t motorized Go-to telescope and other
equipment like high-end DSLR
cameras, planetary cameras and
photographic mounts.

Pangong Lake, Ladakh: The
Astrostay near Pangong Lake is not
just a serene getaway for visitors
during the day but also a spot for
gazing at the constellations at night.
The Astrostay has a five-member
team of locals who narrate their tra-
ditions and folk tales while guiding
the tourists toward the stargazing
hotspots. Visitors can also access
equipment like a Dobsonian tele-
scope and stargazing mobile apps to
fall in love with the night skies.

Hanle, Ladakh: The Hanle
observatory offers a zero-pollution
atmosphere for the tourists to star-
gaze through the night in the val-
ley. The tourists also, have access
to several photographs taken at the
observatory, which are transmitted
to scientists in other parts of the
country for research.

What to Keep in Mind while
Astro Touring?

Dinesh: Astro-touring is an over-
whelming experience of a lifetime.
Therefore, youwould wantto ensure
thatyou are equipped to make your
stay worthwhile.

Itisimportantto checkthe weath-
er forecastbefore you visitand dress
accordingly, as temperatures may
drop/increase significantly on most
nights.

Astro-tourism is an incredibly fun
activity that appeals to people ofall
ages. Therefore, Astro-tourism is
here to stay and flourish as a popu-
lar tourist activity in the upcoming
years. (IANSlife)
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“Peace cannot be kept byforce; it can only
be achieved by understanding. ”’

— Albert Einstein
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Modi bachao, Beti padhao

LOOSE talk dominates the Indian political
scene. The ground realities are often scary.
Consider a report tabled this past week by a
parliamentary panel that noted that around 80
per cent of the funds allotted for Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s much-trumpeted 'Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhaolscheme was spent on
media advertisements. Nothing goes to show
even the balance 20 per cent benefited India’s
poor children in any way. What this goes to show
is that the Prime Minister himself toQk little
interest in the implementation ofwhat was one
o fhis most-touted welfare schemes. Worse, his
minister Smriti Irani who runs the department
of child development and the bureaucrats who
implement the programmes couldn’t care less.
They together diverted the money meant for the
poor and used it to buy media support for Modi
and the NDA government.

From the pulpit, Narendra Modi as Prime
Minister never tires of speaking up for the poor
or presenting himselfas the son ofachaiwalah.
Indira Gandhi raised the Garibi Hatao slogan
andwon the parliamentary election in the 1970s
to retain power. Yet, India, now celebrating 75
years of Independence, left the poor to fend
for themselves for most part other than in the
introduction of a subsidized food grain scheme
during UPA-II. The UN global human develop-
ment indices often put India at the worst levels.
The Global Hunger Index (GHI) last year put
Indiaata low of 101 on ascale of 116 nations-a
deterioration ofits ranking from 94 the previous
year. Only a few African nations fare worse than
India. Pakistan’s ranking was 92, Sri Lanka’s
65, Nepal’s 76 and Bangladesh’s 76. India fares
worst when it comes to wages and salaries, set
against the levels in neighbouring nations. Yet,
the Indian manufacturing sector is down in the
dumps despite Modi’s highly-publicised ‘Make
In India.”’ Another of Modi’s projects, the Smart
City, is more of a paper tiger.

Politics has degraded into a dramafor fooling
the poor and making vote banks out o fthem. The
rhetorics mustbe treated with the contemptthey
deserve. The spending o falmostthe entire funds
meant for uplifto fthe poor girls, to educate them
and empower them, ended up in a heinous at-
tempt at building the image ofthe government.
When politics becomes an obsession to win
elections and warm one’s seat, democracy loses
its essence. Democracy is defeated when people
vote with their feet and re-elect pretenders to

run a nation.
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Writing about

education

Editor,

There is much to admire
in Deepa Majumdar’s article
“What is Education? Over-
coming the Noetic Factory!”
that appeared in the Shillong
Times on Aug 6, 2022. The
call to mastery of text is
spot on and | wonder if the
author would include in this,
also mastery of skills and
the acquiring of values. She
is also right in decrying the
privileging ofthe individual
over the collective. She says
the curriculum must uplift
the mind, rather than being
harshly utilitarian. My own
view is that a balance is
needed, though this may be
difficult to attain.

She calls for thoughtfid,
reflective and critical think-
ing. Yes, these are skills and
habits that must be incul-
cated in universities. As she
does, most of us would af-
firm that the lofty purpose of
education is to build human
minds and characters and
that “we must use education
to enable individual students
to become ethical citizens,
selfless leaders, and thought-
ful servants of humanity.”

But some of the content
and manner of writing was
disturbing, even derailing.
She overstates and under-
mines her own positions by

lurching towards impractical
and untenable positions. Her
stiffand starchy language ac-
tually becomes an unwitting
demonstration ofivory tower
education, which is elitistand
even discriminatory.

Itwould be safe to assume
that for most newspaper
readers in India, English is
not their mother tongue. |
had to look up the diction-
ary for three words in the
article: noetic, salvific, and
propaedeutic. | have fortified
my vocabulary with these
words, but wonder if I will
ever use them. (Having had
my postgraduate and doc-
toral education in the US, |
am conscious that imported
pitfalls may trip me up in
India.)

Here is a phrase of se-
mantic overkill. The trend of
undue sensitivity to students
is described as “over-liberal
constant saccharine-sweet
narcissistic sympathy”. The
meaning is barely decipher-
able. Simple language can be
persuasive, even eloquent.
In one passage the word
“prostituted” is used as a
derogatory metaphor. This
word is unwoke and gender-
insensitive.

Sadly, the article seems
contemptuous of students.
She disparages the tendency
of teachers to seek student
views “as if (their opinions)
were priceless knowledge”.

Shillong and its Public
Transport System

A friend who is also a
concerned citizen ofthis city,
who from time to time raises
his concerns over the dismal
civic amenities thatwe as in-
nocentresidents are suffered
to endure, recently raised
a post in his FB page with
the remark that, apparently
the powers that be are once
again contemplating the re-
introduction of Government
managed city buses in an
effortto ease public transport
woes. To be candid about it,
one is forced to admit that
many who heard it were at
a loss as to whether to cry
in joyous relief or to cry in
despair yet again. There was
joy thatfinally by some twist
of fate or the other, perhaps
because of 2023 elections,
this Govt has managed to
hear the general public’s cry
of misery while there were
an equal number of skeptics
who, with"abundant histori-
cal reasons to back up their
skepticism, were suspicious
ofthe real objective ofthose
in charge of Urban public
services. People cannot be
blamed if they see a hidden
agenda or a Government
sponsored business behind
the prospect- businessto line
the pockets ofsome political
desperado outto make a few
bucks to sponsor his/her po-
litical foray in 2023 than any
genuine concern over civic
services to the people. Well,
whatever it may be lets as-
sume that it will materialize
and that itwill do so with the
benefit o fthe public in mind.
Ifso, | guess a few observa-
tions will do no harm.

In the first instance the
venture of the Government
to provide viable public
transport to the commuters
of this city stated with the
introduction” 120 (JN-
NURM) red coloured buses
in 2012 . The buses pnder
the INNURM came as a vast
relief to thousands of com-
muters, who were sick and
tired of arrogant cabbies. In
a short span of time the red
JNNURM buses became
the favoured means of city
transportmuch to the chagrin
and regret of resentful taxi
drivers who suddenly found
their merciless stranglehold
hold over a hapless public
vanishing. There was hope
atlastbutlike all otherhopes
in die Abode ofthe Clouds ,
this particular hope too soon
bit the dust. Providing a
sustainable and viable public
transport service was too
much of a burden; too high
an expectation; too profes-
sionally ethical for MUDA
or the Transport Department
to bear. The pressure from
the powerful taxi owners and

She decries teacher evalu-
ations by students, calling
them “disrespectful” and

“the final nail on the coffin.

of higher education”. She
makes the claim that teachers
“pander to spoilt youth for
the sake of a good evalua-
tion”. Surely such teachers
are a small minority. These
views are undemocratic, and
recall the hierarchical kind of
education in India, in which
worshipping the guru with
unquestioned devotion is an
ancient, but now outdated,
value.

Teachers must be sym-
pathetic and mindful of our
students. The majority of
India’s students are from
poor families, many are first
generation university-goers.
Very few will have had much
intellectual discourse in their
home environments, yet they
may be eager learners. They
also have the practical and
admirable aim to provide for
their families, so need skills
to enter the job market.

Yours etc.,
Glenn C. Kharkongor,
Via email

PHE should
not supply

untreated water

Editor,
What is it like to be sup-
plied with contaminated

By Toki Blah

drivers’association too pow-
erful to resist. Something had
to give way and sooner than
later the public was silently
but forcefully eased back to
accept shared taxis, as the
most viable form of Public
Transport. A voiceless public,
so dependent and conditioned
on powerful and authoritative
Pressure Groups (ki sengbha
lang) to speak on its behalf,
found itself abandoned and
forsaken on the critical issue
of public transport. Not a
squeak of protest was heard
over this official indiffer-
ence to public needs. So do
we also keep quiet? | think
not. | believe the time has
come to ask and raise some
very embarrassing questions
over this humiliation ofcivic
services. So lets begin.

First and foremost there
has never been any rational
official explanation as to
the need to hand over the
management and running
of the INNURM buses by
Self Help Groups (SHGs).
| hasten to add that | have
nothing over the concept of
SHGs. My personal experi-
ence with SHGs, especially
women SHGs in empowering
village communities has been
a very happy and rewarding
experience. SHGs are mainly
responsible for changing and
uplifting the whole economy
of Bangladesh. We are how-
ever speaking of trained,
capacitated and legally com-
petent groups of individuals
focused on developing them-
selves through efficient com-
munity service. They thrive
and prosper because they
swear by modem concepts
of management based on
transparency, accoimfebility
and good inhouse\manage-
ment. Profit is the last thing
on the menu of development
oriented SHGs. The SHGs to
whom the fate of INNURM
buses were entrusted were
anything but! In the case of
JNNURM SHGs -they were
more of a business entity.
Most of the SHGs were cre-
ated simply to.access the
business opportunity offered
by the Government Almost
all had no balance sheets and
it is doubtful if any of diem
ever heard ofone. There was
a total absence of Govern-
ment supervising, monitor-
ing, checking, evaluating and
assessing the performance of
the SHGs in providing ser-
vice to the commuters. Gov-
ernment simply discarded its
role and responsibility in the
project and blindly relied on
the goodwill and sense ofre-
sponsibility of its contracted

water in this 21st century?
Yet disgracefully, it is the
regular feature of many of
the localities in the town.
Residents having PHE water
tap connections are often
getting completely untreated
water. The situation is worse
during the “rainy season”.
Water supplied through the
pipes may not even be safe
to be used for washing and
bathing purposes. It is too
muddy and murky.

The sad part is that muddy
water cannotbe purified even
with the h”*lp of normal wa-
ter filters. Of course, many
households are without any
filter facilities since they can-
not afford to buy and install
one. Itis aharshreality. Well,
the Public Health Officers
know much better than the
common people about the
importance ofdrinking clean
water. Sowho is to blame for
the murky water that runs
through PHE pipelines? This
goes totally against the plans
and policies of the present
government that has envi-
sioned and launched the Jal
Jeevan Mission - to provide
“adequate and safe” drinking
water to every citizen. | think
a thorough inquiry should
be initiated to find out the
discrepancy.

| also wish to draw the
urgent attention of DHS,
FSSAI, offices of Deputy
Commissioners and other

SHGs. It is now evident
that the whole exercise was
based on good faith, a very
bad business model to depend
on. Not surprising the whole
exercise came crashing down
round our ears.

I know that I am laying
myselfopento the accusation
ofbeing “wise on hindsight”
and | willingly accept the
charge and openly admit
that’s what is exactly hap-
pening. My only excuse for
my ifiost despicable anti-
Govemment rant is the ru-
mour that once again the
Government is going to fry
to install a public transport
service through Government
busses but apparently without
any attempt at introspection
to find out what went wrong
lasttime such an exercise was
attempted. | justify my stand
on that ground but I believe
it’s a perfectly sensible thing
to do if we are to (a) prevent
another stupid, sightless,
politically-motivated exercise
atwasting public money and
(b)not fail once again in our
attemptto provide a harassed
and utterly distressed public
ofaworkable and sustainable
public transport system.,

In this writeup | wish to
raise the issue as to why an
existing transportwing ofthe
Govt, known as the Megha-
laya Transport Corporation
(MTC)was notconsidered on
taking on the responsibility
of providing Shillong with
the efficienttransport system
it is crying for. The MTC of
yore ran buses and provided
service to commuters trav-
elling to Gauhati, Silchar,
Jowai, Tura and Sohra. It
had workshops, parking lots,
trained techn*cmnl,~xpeft
management in the shape
of experienced operational
plus administrative person-
nel, all the paraphernalia and
basic infrastructure that no
SHG was expected to have.
Why was the MTC sidelined
aind inexperienced, green,
dubious fly by night SHGs
entrusted with the running
and management of the JN-
NRUM buses? My concern
is based onthe suspicion that
we might once again fail to
leam from our mistakes. If
Shillong public transportis to
be resumed and be successful
through Government buses
let us not ignore but leam
from our past mistakes. At
least let’s try.

So what should we now
do? First let’s restructure,
revamp, resurrect the in-
frastructure and 'restaff the
human resources we already
possess inthe MTC. For this

concerned health depart-
ments to take necessary steps
with utmost seriousness. No
matter what other health
facilities may be provided to
the people, citizens will not
be safe and healthy unless the
regular drinking water supply
is “safe.” So, now we should
not hesitate to filter out what
is causing the problem!
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Need for new
approach road
to Shillong

Editor,

On October 14, 2019, |
had written a letter to the edi-
tor, wherein | had expressed
my apprehension regarding
the Umiam dam and the
bridge thereon. Now, | see
my apprehension is chang-
ing to reality, which is a very
scary prospect. However, |
note with concern that the
authorities are now trying to
work out an alternate bridge,
possibly downstream.

I wonder why we are flog-
ging a dead horse, and still
regurgitating on an old idea.
The time has come to think
out of the box, and come
out with better options., My
proposal is that a new road
be developed circumbulating
the Umiam Lake. The route

to happen a committed no
nonsense management must
first be identified and put in
place. Imperative to ensure
that inward looking selfish
political control over the
management is prevented.
Would an experienced, spir-
ited and public minded MTC
Chairman be so difficult to
find? Well if not, let nominal
Chairmanship can be with
the Minister Transport but for
heaven’s sake no failed politi-
cian or political chamcha be
foisted on the Corporation.
We find that such worthies
are entirely unfit to even run
an LP school but certified
geniuses in spending crores of
Government money! It’sthe
lastthing we need Getagood
bureaucrat with proven track
record in delivering results,
with a proven record of say-
ing NO to interfering politi-
cians (perhaps hard to find
among Yes Sir No Sir, spine-
less civil servants) as Manag-
ing Director, with qualified,
experienced technical staff
as support in the Adminis-
trative and Operations wing
of the MTC. Let the Board
of the MTC be technically
strong yet with a token rep-
resentation from the public
(perhaps a Rangbah Shnong)
and possibly a representa-
tive of Shillong Schools
be nominated. Routes, em-
barking and disembarking
points be identified, New
parking sites perhaps in New
Shillong can be identified.
It will also put a stop to the
present covetous eyeing,
by certain honorable and
respected gentlemen, of cur-
rentMTC stands as potential
shopping malls. We need
running buses. Shopping
malls camwait! Setup a dedi-
cated mobile ticket checking

- 'teamtojnonitorfday t© ttey

performance of the running
buses. Check the passengers
' for holding valid tickets and
those who fail to produce
a ticket be punished with a
hefty, onthe spot, fihe. No use
punishing the ticket collector.
Fine the commuter instead.
It will have a resounding
impact. The travelling public
itself will then start insist-
ing on tickets. No bus with
a damaged ticket dispenser
will be allowed to operate.
The amount collected will be
electronically recorded and
pilfering o frevenue will stop.
Once this happens die MTC
buses will then be run on a
sustainable basis. It’s what
we need. It’s what a desperate
travelling public of Shillong
must demand. It’s a proven
fact that with this Govern-
ment only those who demand,
who shout, who agitate will
get their due! Sad but true.

ofthis road may be Umsaw -
Umbir- Mawlyndep-Nong-
kyndong-Nongpathaw, end-
ing at multiple locations like
Mawlai Nongkwar and Lower
Mawprem. Currently, there
is already an existing kutcha
road, which only needs to be
further developed. This will
ensure that we have a substi-
tute entry into Shillong, which
will decongest the entry into
the city in normal times and
serve as an alternate route in
times of any calamity.

Moreover, if this road is
extended further, it can even
serve as a bye-pass to all
vehicles which proceed to
Sohra and beyond. | believe
a so-called Western by-pass
was surveyed earlier based oil
these premises. Also, in fu-
ture this will enable Shillong
city to expand across the
Umshyrpi river to the western
side, which is currently totally
underdeveloped.

I certainly think that this
shouldbethe approach ofhav-
ing a new route to Shillong,
and it should be implemented
on a war footing.

Yours etc.,
Sarad Bawri,
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Govt in Rs 155Trdeht

must for
small business

ByShivaji Sarkar

The government must
come out of the perils of
the cycle of debts to ensure
growth amid high multiple
taxes and little corporate in-
vestment. The large business
houses get the sweet pill of
Rs 19.18 trillion loan write-
offbonanzasince 2013, even
as the nation gets into a bor-
rowing mess. India’s inflation
may notbejust because ofthe
rising prices. High national
debt, loan write-offs and
tax burdens may have con-
tributed to it, indicating the
second major Reserve Bank
of India 0.5 per centrise in
interest rates.

Total borrowings at Rs
155 lakh crore (trillion) is set
to add Rs 11.5 trillion more
in 2022-23. Interestingly,
as a percentage of GDP, the
Centre’s liabilities are set to
increase to 60.2 per cent in
2023. An emerging view is
that the government cannot
be the driver ofthe economy
and continue lubricating it
for the benefit of big loan
defaulters. The small, me-
dium and tiny sectors are
becomingrestless. More cash
use can reduce poverty and
boostup small business. Tliis
would reduce dependence on
shearing bank deposits, high
NPAs and resorting to man-
age finances through large
deficits;

Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman recently
re-emphasised that India’s
long-term growth prospects
areembedded in public capi-
tal expenditure atthe meetof
Finance Ministers and Cen-
tral bank GovernorsatBaliin
Indonesia. She was hopeful
that this would spur private
iiivestnKBti. The Bretton
Woods bodies promote it.

Now it needs a review,
as figures indicate that the
NarendraModi government’s
hopes are ditched by poor-
large-house investments. The
government is being forced
into a vortex of borrowings
for too many high-funded
infra projects, such as roads,
high-speed railways and the
power sector. It’s borrowings
are to rise to Rs 11.6 trillion
from Rs 9.7 trillion in 2022-
23. Since the 1950s different
houses have enormously ben-
efited from this approach.

The RBI has now mod-
erated GDP growth to 7.2
per cent, Nomura to 4.7 per
cent and expects inflation to
remain at 6.7 per cent, higher
than itstolerable limits. Inter-
estingly enough, the Manmo-
han Singh government also
did the same post-2008 the
Lehman Brother meltdown
by incentivising loans, most
of which turned into NPAs
and were written off.

Private Equity-Venture
Capital (PE-VC) investments,
contracting since 2012, de-
clined 25 per cent during
April-June 2022, at $11.3
billion across 315 deals; 2021
had $15.2 billion invested in
264 deals. The RBI, in May
2019, observed that 2017-18
was the seventh consecutive
year of annual contraction in
private sector capex. It was
Rs 1,65,000 crore in 2016-
17. TTie RBI found it declin-
ing from Rs 94227 crore in
2020-21 to Rs 68649 crore
in 2021-22.

The governmenthas taken
the load off the private sec-
tor for spurring economic
revival. The Union Budget
2022-23 has increased the
capital expenditure (capex)
target to Rs 7.5 lakh crore, a
35.4 per centjump from die
budget estimate of Rs 5.5
lakh crore in 2021-22. The
revised estimate for capital
expenditure in 2021-22 came
in at Rs 6.03 lakh crore.
Capex accounts for 19.02 per
cent ofthe government’s total
expenditure at Rs 39.45 lakh
crore for 2022-23.

The high government ex-
penditure has not spurredjob
creation, domestic consump-
tion and capacity expansion
of the private sector for a
decade. Instead, it has led to
severe 7 per cent plus con-

sumer inflation and almost
15.9 per cent wholesale
inflation, too much burden
on a government that is
extending free food to 80
crore poor. It has added a
mere 7.2 lakh government
jobs and the private sector,
except IT, none.

The private sectorthough
has large profits, benefitting
from Rs 10.83 trillion lakh
crore loan write-offs-till
2018 and Rs 8.35 trillion af-
terthat, asperthe Lok Sabha
answer, cause high NPAs.
Some individual houses
alone have over Rs 2 trillion
NPAs. This has impacted
the rupee slide below Rs 80
to a.dollar causing severe
balanee oftrade issues. The
trade deficitin April-July has
surged to $101.25 billion or
Rs 7865 crore, says BVR
Subramanyam. For stabilis-
ingthe rupee the RBI is los-
ing dollar reserves shrinking
$571 billion from over $620
billion two months back.

This calls for looking at
small businesses and SMEs
for real economic growth.
The SMEs need to grow
independently and not as
lackey of large businesjs. A
few years back the country’s
tiny sector, thriving on cash,
is piqued by many curbs.
Let people earn and spend
transparently. It would lead
to more inflow of money,
more investments, spur other
sectors and if they wait to
buy gold letthem do it. Let
citizens thrive and help the
nation grow.

Cash circulation in six
years has doubledto Rs 32.2
crore. But the small busi-
nesses are too much under:
constraints. Let .these be
removed, letthan depositin
banks any amount they want
without a demur- Explana-
tions can be giveh at their
annual return. Remember,
cash has been the strength
ofthis society.

Easy rules would revive
the trades shut during the
covid. This would help the
government in many Ways.
It is not only the working
classes who have been de-
pendent on the enormous
food dole but smallest busi-
nessmen as well. 1t would
be a great boost to Prime
Minister Modi’s atmanirb-
harata, self dependence.
The small sectors, if they
have, affordability, would
not themselves seek free
food, a great contribution to
the government’s effort at
minimising expenses.

The small traders also
are feeling the pinch with
stringent GST rules and
penalties that surpass the
actual taxes due. Nobody
listens to the reasons why
they delayed tax payments.
The 28 per centrise in GST
collectionto Rs 1.49 trillion-
in July may have many sor-
did stories. The government
hasto make therde humane
andreduce the taxes on food
and essential items. It would
stop entrepreneurs’ flight
to become traders and spur
growth. It may earn a few
crore less but would add
to the people’s happiness.
In a year’s time, politically
crucial forthe government, it
would bring in a sea change
in the economic pattern of
overall development, growth
and happiness.

A government concerned

-with rising prices may have

many easy solutions if it
changes its approach to
the commoners in different
spheres. These need minor
adjustments that would more
than pay back forit Itwould
also provide opportunities
on infra investments and
many high-speed projects.

Like small touches
through a painter’s brush,
the economy would change
enormously. It does not need
large effortsbut amere small
Midas touch to change the
Indian economy, may be as
aharbinger of m(M)odifica-
tion to the world economy.-
-INFA .
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The Coal Ban Charade
MEGHALAYA must be a fit case for a study on
the state being the worst offender as far as ille-
gal coal mining and transportation is concerned
which is virtually state-sponsored. No other
state has violated the NG T and Supreme Court
orders so blatantly. But with the Supreme Court
not being in a position to oversee whether the
orders it passes from time to time are actually
implemented on the ground, things look bleak.
Hence even the Minister for Coal and Mines,
Prahlad Joshi who stated in Rajya Sabha that
there has been no coal mining in Meghalaya since
2014 has been able to get away with the blatant
lies. This can only happen in India and it shows
how flawed democracy is when even the Upper
House can be misled andthere is notasingle MP
to counter these lies. What do we make of this
charade? Canwe take for granted that all answers
to the-questions raised by MPs in the Lok Sabha
or Rajya Sabha are factual? Does thisnot reduce
democracy to a farce then?

Since India has borrowed the Westminster
model ofparliamentary democracy the rules and
principles are clear that MPs - and especially
ministers- mustnotgive inaccurate information
to parliament, either deliberately or inadvertently.
The ministerial code of conduct states that, “It
is of paramount importance that Ministers give
accurate and truthful information to Parliament,
correcting any inadvertent error at the earliest

opportunity.”

These rules and principles are based on the
idea that Parliament in order to effectively fulfil
its roles of scrutinising the work o f government,
passing legislation, and facilitating debate, needs
to work with accurate information - and have
confidence that everything said in the House is
accurate. This is not the fksttime that Minister
for Coal and Mines has given inaccurate infor-
mation to the questions on coal mining posed by
Rajya Sabha MP, Rakesh Sinha. But if the MP
who has raised the questions is true to the cause
and concerned about the illegal coal mining in
Meghalaya then he should have countered the
false statements of the Minister. In the absence
of a counter statement by the MP and no other
attempts to call Outthe Minister, Prahlad Joshi for
providing wrong information on two occasions,
Meghalaya is left at the mercy of predators and
the coal mafia. It now rests on the Lok Sabha
MP from Shillong, Vincent Pala to correct these
wrong statements made either intentionally or
inadvertently so that the Minister is briefed of
the facts on the ground. Meghalaya has two other
MPs “representing” the people of Meghalaya in
the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha but since both
belong to the ruling party -NPP their lips are
naturally sealed. Woe betide Meghalaya!

I itU'i s to till' Ktfitor

Rs 45 lakh
property tax
and city college

Editor,

Is there such a term as
“Amused Outrage” in the
English language, and if
not then Shillong Canton-
ment Board through its most
diligent, hard working and
apparently out-to-entertain
bent of mind Executive Of-
ficer must be congratulated
on its ability to rouse such
a feeling in our minds. |
of course am referring to
the news item titled “City
College asked to pay Rs 45-
lack property tax”, Shillong
Times 8th August 2022. |
mean is this guy serious? Is
he really so officially per-
turbed by the presence ofthis
women’s college, imparting
knowledge and education
to girls of this backward
state, that he has to dig up
his records in pursuit of his
miserable property tax? If
the Army is so desperate and
fund starved then it should
go all hog in collecting its
rent and taxes being used
by ungrateful civilians. The
National Highway passes

through Cantonment land
right from Lukier Road upto
civil Hospital point. | strong-
ly therefore recommend set-
ting up Shillong Cantonment
Board (SCB) tax collecting
check gates at each end of
this stretch of road. Please
don’t take my comments
otherwise. I am simply as-
sisting the SCB by drawing
its attention to perhaps an
overlooked and missed out
source of revenue.

Oh by the way, may | also
remind over zealous SCB
officials that the Chinese are
presently illegally occupying
thousands of sq Kilome-
ters of Indian territory both
in Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh. We really need
upright and courageous tax
officials to send and deliver
tax evasion notices to the
PLA. Almost slipped my
mind, there is also Pakistani
Occupied Kashmir that ur-
gently requires similar at-
tention. Go for it Boy, tons
ofmedals awaiting blinkered
eyed babus who regardless
of prevailing socio political
realities, plod on to cause
merry-hell wherever they
can. Our Rule Book says
so and therefore the ivory
towers we built for ourselves

Modi@22: Dreams that
don’t meet delivery

While I was in Hyderabad
during the semester break, |
got a call from a former col-
league working now in an-
other central university inthe
northeast. He asked me to be
the key speaker in a seminar
organized by the university to
discuss a little-known book
titled, “Modi@20: Dreams
Meet Delivery”. | told the
gentleman to ask their orga-
nizing committee whether
it is alright with them if |
take a critical look at Modi’s
achievements and failures. As
expected, he did not call me
again. Later, | came to know
that Delhi has instructed all
the central universities, in-
cluding NEHU, to organize
seminars to discuss the book
and send the photos to Delhi
as documentary proof.

What is so special about
the book? The said book

titled, “Modi@20: Dreams"

Meet Delivery” edited and
compiled by one Bluekraft
Digital Foundation, which
is a publishing house of no
academic repute. In the in-
troduction, it declares that the
book seems to unravel Modi
phenomenon, account for le-
gitimacy and popularity that
he enjoys, and assesses the
impact of his policies. The
book includes contributions
from persons from different
«fields of life. The contribu-
tors like Latha Mangesh-
kar, P.V. Sindhu, Shobhana
Kamineneni, Amish Tripathy,
Anupam Kher, Devi Shetty,
Saduguru, etc., are no doubt
known names in their respec-
tive fields, but it is not clear
how capable they are to make
an objective study ofa leader
like Modi. As far as other
known personalities like
Amit Shah, Arvind Panigrahi,
Suijit Bhalla, Ajit Doval, S.
Jayashankar, etc., are con-
cerned, we all know thatthey
are all associated with Modi’s
government in one or the
otherway. Althoughthe book
is published only this year, it
does not include a discussion
on developments like the

By H. Srikanth

lent support.to his demoneti-
zation drive and then to his
idea of Surgical Strike, as
they felt that Modi’s policies
were targeted against India’s
internal and external enemies.
Initially he was emphasizing
on development, on making
India a global power and on
strengthening the national set

curity. There has been a rapid
development of infrastruc-
ture such as roads, bridges,
airports, telecommunicar
tions and digital technolo-
gies during Modi’s tenure
as the PM. But alongside,
Modi was also promoting
the Hindutva agenda. He
was eulogizing Mahatma
Gandhi and Ambedkar in
public platforms, simultane-
ously attacking, maligning
and marginalizing the liberal,
left and secular forces.

By marginalizing the Con-
gress and the left in different
states, the ruling BJP and its
allies under Modi’s leader-
ship appeared to have blunted

socio-economic impact of mthe opposition parties. How-

demonetization, handling of
the Covid fiasco, abolition of
Article 370, and controversial
Acts such as CAA and Farm
Laws. The book is more a
propaganda piece, not any
serious academic work.
This is not to say that
Modi did nothing all these
years. During his first tenure
as the PM, Narendra Modi
was indeed popular. Differ-
ent sections, of people had
reposed faith in him and in-
deed looked forward to ‘Ac-
che Din’ that he promised.
Some of the programs such
as Jan Dhan Yojana, Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, Ujjwala
Yojana, and Beti Bachao,
Beti Padao were appreciated
by many. Modi was then
popular at home and also
abroad. The people viewed
him as a national leader ca-
pable of ending corruption
and terrorism at home, and
teaching a lesson to India’s
belligerent neighbors. They

mustbe infallible! Onamore
serious note | earnestly re-
quest our ChiefMinister, our
MPs in Delhi and our elected
representatives not to turn a
blind eye to this unnecessary
humiliation being heaped
on one of our oldest and
prestigious Educational In-
stitutions. The Defence Min-
istry must be made aware of
this uncalled for and totally
unnecessary piece of red
tapism. | frankly believe that
even ifthe SCB had a genu-
ine issue with the land Lady
Keane College is situated on,
the matter could have been
handled in a more sensible
and diplomatic manner than
through a show of insensitive
bureaucratic hauteur.

Yours etc.,

TokiBlah,

Via email

Non-potable
water in
21st century
Meghalaya

Editor,

Salil Gewali has rightly
pointed out in his letter (ST
Aug 8,2022) that the PHED

ever, Modi’s first tenure as
the PM faced stiffresistance,
not from any political party
but from the students and
youth in different parts of
the country, following the
vilification of JNU and other
politically active universities
in the country. As the 2019
elections approached, Modi
had to give up the develop-
mentagendaand rely more on
Hindutva plank to attract the
Hindu voters. The Phulwama
attack in February 2019 came
as a blessing in disguise to
Modi. He effectively used
the terrorist attack to stir up
nationalist sentiments across
the nation and road his way
to massive victory in the May
2019 General Elections.
BJP’s victory in 303 par-
liamentary seats in the 2019
elections emboldened the
Modi regime to pursue its
Hindutva agenda with much
more vigour. By abolishing
Avrticle 370, Modi’s govem-

still supplies muddy and
murky waters to the residents
in spite of charging water
bills from the residents.
Getting potable water is our
basic right because it is the
basis of our good health. If
the Government in 50 years
has not been able to provide
the residents ofthe city with
clean, pure water then what
are we celebrating 50 years
ofstatehood for and 75 years
of India’s freedom? Howev-
er, those ofus in our 60°sre-
memberthe PHED scam that
happened in Jaintia Hills in
the early years of statehood.
Later onthe Greater Shillong
Water Supply System in
Mawphlang also became
the centre of controversy. It
was literally held to ransom
by one single electrical en-
gineer for many years. This
has been Meghalaya’s sordid
history. Show me one project
that is free from scams and
has been completed on time.
Every single project is limp-
ing along and the time and
cost overruns when calcu-
lated on all the projects will
be running into thousands
ofcrores ofrupees. But then
who cares? There is no pres-
sure group or civil society
worth its name in this state

ment pushed ahead its Kash-
mir agenda. The Supreme
Court verdict facilitated its
electoral promise ofbuilding
Ram Temple atAyodhya. De-
claring that the government
has no business in doing busi-
ness, Modi’s government has
speeded up the privatization
ofthe PSUs. Taking advan-

tage of its absolute major-
ity, the government pushed
ahead many bills during the
initial months without proper
discussion. However, the
government got into muddy
waters when it tried to im-
pose the CAA and NRC.
There was a massive protest
from different quarters to
the discriminatory policy of
granting citizenship based
on religious criteria. Un-
der public pressure, Modi’s
government had to retract
on the NRC and postpone
the implementation of the
CAA. .The hasty decision to
impose lockdown without
proper arrangements forced
lakhs of migrant workers
to walk miles to reqch their
homes. Absence of adequate
medical infrastructure led to
the death of several lakhs of
Covid patients in the first and
second phase of the Covid
pandemic. Although the suc-
cessful vaccination of crores
of Indians needs apprecia-
tion, the scars of migrant
tragedy and the memory of
floating dead bodies in the
River Ganga continue to
haunt the people. Similarly,
the hurriedly enacted pro-
corporate Farm Laws led
to a protracted agitation by
the farmers for over a year*
forcing Modi to announce
the repeal of the controver-
sial farm laws to.placate the
agitating farmers.

Unlike his first tenure
as the PM, Modi’s second
term began experiencing the
effects of the global capital-
ist recession, compounded
initially by the after effects
of the Covid pandemic and

to pursue these casesto their
logical end.

Apart from supplying
murky waters which is a
health hazard, there is also
the question of our basic hu-
man rights as citizens being
violated every single day.
I was reading Toki Blah’s
article on the Red buses that
are now parked in every
dingy comer of the city be-
ginning from Mawblei up to
Mawiong. They are a grim
reminder of how a project
should notbe run. The agony
about such badly run projects
isthat the initiator who gives
such grand ideas on the proj-
ects with the most non-viable
business model is never
made to pay for the losses
made. And the loss must run
into crores ofrupees because
if we recall, those city buses
that were part ofthe Shillong
landscape used to last at least
20 years because they were
well maintained and they
were run on a model that
made profit and had a robust
enough margin for repairs
and maintenance. The poor
red buses were run with no
maintenance because no one
was held accountable for
that. The so-called SHGs
ran the buses only to make

more recently by the Russia-
Ukraine War. The Modi gov-
ernment used the adverse
situation to promote digital
banking and online education.
Its pro-corporate economic
policies widened the econom-
ic inequalities in the country.
According to the latest World
Inequality Report, in 2021
the top 10% ofthe elites hold
57% of the national income,
while the bottom 50% share
just 13% of the national in-
come. A study by Institute
for Competitiveness shows
that the top 1% earns more
than the thrice of the bottom
10 percent. Between 2018
and 2022, the billionaires’
fortunes multiplied, and their
tot&l wealth is more than the
annual budget of the nation.
The Adanis, Ambanis and ten
other Indians corporate made
it to the Forbes List of the
richest persons in the world.

The meteoric rise of the
Adanis and Ambanis did
not benefit the Indians. It
becomes clear from the fact
that the number of poor and
unemployed also multiplied
during the period. In the 2021
Global Hunger Index, India
ranked 101st position out of
the 116 countries. Further, the
Human Development Index
2020 placed India atthe 131st
position, much below the
neighboring Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka. The World Eco-
nomic Forum’s Global Gen-
der Gap Report 2022 ranks
India 135 out of 146 coun-
tries. Although the govern-
ment has been talking about
economic recovery, the recent
World Bank report claimed
that India’s growth rate for
the year 2022-23 cannot be
Over 7.5 percent. During the
Modi’s rule, the government
has writtenoffthe NPAworth
Rs. 10.7 crore in last seven
years. The economic stagna-
tion coupled with growing
inflation, inadequate alloca-
tion for the social sector and
increasing tax burden on the
masses is making the lives of
the poorand middle classes in
India miserable. During this
period, India’s democratic
credentials are also coming
under the global scanner. The
Economist Intelligence Unit
placed India at a 46th posi-
tion in the 2021 Democracy
Index ranking. India’s Human
Rights Index is no better. In-
dia ranks 119th position out
of 165 countries in the Hu-
man Rights Index and slotted
the 142th position in Press
Freedom Index 2020.

None ofthese dark spots of-
the Modiregime find any men-
tion inthe book, “Modi@20”.
It is the responsibility of the
intellectuals to interrogate and
question the leaders and their
policies. But unfortunately,
most intellectuals in India
have allowed themselves to
be tamed. When they run after
power and positions, there isa
very little chance oftoy truth
coming out in the orches-
trated academic discussions
organized in the emerging
Modi-fied India.

profit and to pay salaries to
the driver and conductor.
Nothing more than that!
The buses were treated like
sarkari assets for which the
SHG running it had no re-
sponsibility whatsoever to
lose sleep on.

If there were to be a
stock-taking of all the wast-
age that this and successive
governments in Meghalaya
have been witness to and
add to that the corruption
that has happened on a grand
scale since the 1980s then
Meghalaya might lead the
way; much more than even
Nagaland perhaps. But then
who cares? The same people
who allowed these scams to
happen; the polluted water
to come through our pipes
etc., might be re-elected in
2023. The very thought is
depressing but we are a help-
less lot. Alas!

Yours etc.,
AN Kharmawphlang,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Future of indigenous people in India

International

People

By Barnes Mawrie

Every year on 9th August,
the world celebrates the day
of Indigenous Peoples. This
international day was first
instituted in the state of Cali-
fornia in 1992 to coincide
with the 500th anniversary
of Christopher Columbus’
arrival in the Americas in
1492. The purpose of this
day was to replace the tra-
ditional Columbus Day
which symbolized colo-
nialism and slavery, with a
day to celebrate indigenous
people’s power. It was on
23rd December 1994, that
the UN adopted a resolu-
tion to institute 9th August
as the International Day of
Indigenous People, to be
celebrated annually.

“Indigenous and tribal
peoples” is a common de-
nominator for more than
370 million people, found
in more than 70 countries
worldwide. Indigenous and
tribal peoples have their
own cultures, languages,
customs and institutions,
which distinguish them from
Other parts ofthe societies in
whichthey findthemselves.”
Indigenous people are native
to the place and therefore
they have absolute right of
ownership to the land they
inhabit. o t

In India the population of
indigenous people usually
referred to as adivasis or
tribals, is 104 million which
constitutes 8.6% ofthe coun-
try’s population. The tribal
people in India have been
exploited for centuries and
their land has been forcefully
occupied by others or taken
over by the governments

with little or no com-
pensation

at all. When it comes to any
developmental project, it is
tribal land that the govern-
ments seek out and not that
of non-tribals. Thus in most
tribal lands in Jharkhand,
Chattishgarh and other

states, the governments from.

time to time have forcefully
evicted tribal communities
in order to mine minerals, set
up industries, build dams dr
estates etc. The evictedtribal
families are often given a
pittance for the land taken
or else the promises of com-
pensation are never fulfilled.
The helplessness ofthe tribal
people due to their illiteracy,
poverty and lack of political
voice, has been exploited
by the rich and powerful.
In most cases, development
projects benefit only the
non-tribals who manage
these projects and reap the
benefits of these while the
poor tribal people are left
with low grade jobs with
low salaries.

When it comes to North-
east India, we may say that
tribal communities here are
much better off with regard
to land ownership. Because
ofthe provisions ofthe Sixth
Schedule, the tribal commu-
nities of our region are in a
more advantageous position
than their counterparts in
other parts of India. How-
ever, what we see in this re-
gion isthe growing influx of
non-tribals and the absence
ofan effective mechanism to
check such a phenomenon.
In most cases, the local poli-

ticians themselves become
the culprits and traitors to the
communities by shielding
refugees and even settling
them permanently, all for
the sake of vote banks. If
the population ofnon-tribals
has risen so dramatically in.
some states of our region,
the blame lies in the govern-
ments. Assam is an example,
where for the sake of votes,
political parties have per-
mitted an endless flow of
migrants from Bangladesh.
Today Assam right from
Goalpara up to Lakhimpur,
the demography has tilted
in favour of non-tribals.
Tripura is a classic example
of how tribal communities
have become a minority in
their own land due to the.
blunder of their rulers. We
could imagine that Jaintia
Hills would have met with
the same fate had the king of
Jaintiapur not been defeated
by the British in 1835. The
king who had become a
Hindu was already bringing
in a lot of Bengalee Hindus
into his kingdom for many
purposes just like what the
King of Tripura had done.
However, the attempts to
change the tribal demogra-
phy in Northeast India have
not ceased but are still going
on in clandestine and tactical
ways.

Onthis International Day
of Indigenous People, we
as tribals in India rejoice
at the fact that we have the
first tribal president of the
country in the person of Ms
Droupadi Murmu. Yetknow-
ing that the president is only
a nominal head, she would
not be able to bring about
desired changes on behalfof
tribal communities. We look

forwardto that

day
when we will
have a tribal prime minis-
ter, then only the situation
can improve for the tribal
population. In this connec-
tion, today is the right'day
to speak of the urgent need
to have a national tribal po-
litical party which can be at
par with any other national
party. Keeping in mind that
the tribal population is very
large and spread out all over
the country, such a party
could become a reality not
in the distant future. If this
could be realized, the tribal
communities would have a
decisive, political voice in
the country. With a hundred
or more tribaLMPs in the
parliament what a powerful'
pressure group we could
buildup. In arecentnational
conference oftribal scholars
held in Shillong in June this
year, there was a unanimous
decision that academically,
tribals in India should de-
velop their own common
full-fledged Philosophy and
Theology which could be-
come part of the academic
curricula! This is already
a positive step in the right
direction towards unification
oftribals in India. A national
tribal political party would
further enhance such unifi-
cation and make the tribal
communities a formidable
force inthe country. We look
forward to the emergence
of a true tribal statesman
one who is universally ac-
cepted by tribal communi-
ties (someone like late P.
A. Sangma) and who could
bring all tribal politicians
under one umbrella to fight
as a unified force. The tribal
people have been suppressed
and ignored for a very long
time. It is time that we rise
up and claim our rights and
privileges.
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Power and reforms

INDIA’S antiquated systems are standing in
the way of speedier growth of the nation. At
the same time, political will is lacking in the
introduction of reforms; and in some cases, the
reforms that were introduced were half-baked
and failed to produce the desired results. Yet,
change is in the order ofthings and reforms are
the need of the hour. So too with the present
move by the central government to introduce
major changes in the electricity distribution
sector. Amendments to the Electricity Act
2003 were introduced in the Lok Sabha on
Monday and the proposals were later sent to
the Parliament’s standing committee on En-
ergy for a review. The hope is that this will
end state monopoly over power distribution
and private entities will have a level playing

field.

Notably, the first set of reforms in the power
sector was to allow private players to pro-
duce electricity and sell it to state electricity
boards that did the distribution to consum-
ers. This helped in ending the era of frequent
load-shedding and nights o f darkness. Today,
state-owned power distribution companies are
running in heavy losses and the governments
are made to pay through their noses to sus-
tain them. As per the present reforms, while
governments are free to subsidize power,
they must pay for it rather than burdening
the discoms. From the existing distribution
networks, consumers are free to choose the
company-they want to draw power from.
THiis is bound to introduce”. (Sififlpetition and
end monopoly that is the bane of any sector.
The seriousness of the central government
to set things right in the power sector - the
principal promoter of economic growth - is
evident from the Rs 3 trillion scheme it floated
to inject strength to the power distribution
segment. This is against the pitiable situation
ofrising dues ofdiscoms to power generating
companies ofthe order ofRs 1,12trillion.This
thus is time to act and act tough.

It should come as no surprise that employ-
ees in the state electricity boards under the
banner of the Leftist unions have,organised a
nation-wide strike a day ago to protest against
the government's reforms steps. Their main
worry is their own Vested interests will be
affected once private players enter the distri-
bution field. The Left, which has lost its mass
base across India, survives and thrives by col-
lection of crores from unions by way of levy
and other fees. Policies must be decided by
governments and not by unions. The govern-
ment must keep people’s interests supreme
and take a tough stand when needed.

I.rllcr\

Election

churning

Editor,

News that HM Shang-
pliang has now left the
TMC which hejoined a few
months ago and joined the
BJP is no longer surprising.
In Meghalaya, elections are
never about ideology or
principles butabout opportu-
nity to be on the ruling side.
Shangpliang has calculated
that the TMC is unlikely
to get too many MLASs and
being a shrewd former bu-
reaucrat he also knows that
the NPP will win more seats
and will continue to work
with the BJP and hence he
has a good opportunity to
be on the ruling side and
become a VIP this time with
all the trappings that go with
power. His former bosses in
the bureaucracy will then
have to address him as “Sir.”
Think about it!

For some people, power
is everything and the devil

take the hindmost. Itis laugh-
able to talk about ‘service
to the constituents’ because
the first service that each of
the 60 MLASs have done so
far is self-service. What is
surprising is that Dr Mukul
Sangma has not been able
to stop the attrition from the
TMC. Now with Mamata
Banerjee having seemingly
cut a deal with none other
than Himanta Biswa Sarma
one of the most important
leaders in the BJP today, the
future of the TMC seems to
be blowing in the wind. No
one knows what Mamata
Banerjee has in mind; not
even the TMC members in
Meghalaya. What happens
ifin 2024 the TMC becomes
an ally ofthe BJP?

Politics is an ugly game
and people should have
known it by now. Finally
they have to elect the lesser
evil among the’candidates in
each constituency.

Yours etc.,
MS Lyngdoh,
Markasa

NEP 2020 and Higher Education:
Rationale and Strategy

Of late, led by the Gov-
ernment and the Academic
Community, a lot of interest
is shown by different sections
of our society towards the
New Education Policy 2020,
popularly called the ‘NEP
2020°. The central govern-
ment considers itas one ofits
pathbreaking initiatives and
disruptions in the education
space. To them', NEP 2020
envisages fundamental and
structural changes in the ab-
straction, content, approach,
evaluation and outcome di-
mensions of education at all
levels. Unsurprisingly, the
interest in the policy reflects
both hope and apprehension.
This write up is about ex-
amining some such aspects
of the policy in the sphere
of higher education in our
country with special focus
on the different rationales of
its adoption and the encom-

passing strategy to realise it.
We can list out five important
rationales forthe introduction
of NEP 2020. These are the
rationales of (i) contempo-
rariness, (ii) eWMiomics (iii)
Indigenisation (iv) Inclusiv-
ity and (v) Excellence. In an
article published in this daily
few months back, we had
mentioned aboutthe firsttwo
rationales. '

The rationale of cOntem-
porariness presupposes the
need to reform our education
system inthe light ofthe con-
tinuous changes happening
in global societal institutions
that include and manifest
in the forms of arrival of
the knowledge economy in
scale, the seamless change
intechnology, the imperative
of brand building through
accreditation, autonomy,
ranking, multidisciplinary
liberal learning and innova-
tive pedagogy in teaching
and evaluation. The ratio-
nale of economics considers
higher education an export-
able service and to be used
as a strategy of economic
development of the country.
Existing global powers such
as USA and western Euro-
pean countries have gone
forthis strategy and continue
to do so. Emerging global
powers such as China have
started aggressively pursuing
this strategy too. USA, UK.
Canada, China and Australia
were the top 5 countries in
the world hosting 56 per-
cent ofinternational students

Sufferings of

common people

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily I would like to express
my concern over the suffer-
ing of the common people
in India. The ordinary citi-
zen suffers from two major
problems - access to health
and education. Both sectors
have become inaccessible to
the common citizen. Both the
sectors have become money-
making businesses whereas
the government is allowing
them to operate without any
regulations. It is observed
that doctors in private hospi-
tals are having a monopoly
and put patients through un-
necessary investigation and
medicines while school fees
have become unaffordable.

Recently | encountered
two incidents. | went to a
doctor and he advised me to
get some tests done in this
clinic. Now why should | go
to this clinic when the test-

ByBhagirathi Panda

worldwide in 201$. India as
an emerging global power
cannot afford to bypass it
particularly in a situation
when it has not yet been able
to become the manufacturing
hub ofthe world.

The indigenisation ra-
tionale is a corollary to the
economic rationale viewed
as an important initiative in
creating factors contributing
to USP making in education
services. Because of its rich
cultural heritage enriched by
its plurality and diversity, its
experimentation in democ-
racy, its civilisational history,
its indigenous power in soft-
ware, space and digitalisation
technology and its avowed
interest in world peace etc.,
itremains a potential destina-
tion for international students

and researchers. However,
this needs to be properly
tailored in to our education
service and marketed ef-
ficiently.

' The rational o fitffcMiV-
ity is about improving ac-
cess, equity and inclusion in
higher education. Access is
enabled through formulating
and putting in place at the
Government, Community
and Institution levels proper
policies and practices so that
students have equal opportu-
nities to take full advantage
of their education in terms
of enrolment and choice
of subjects. Equity is more
about fairness in treatment
and opportunities in educa-
tional institutions so as to
ensure that personal and
social conditionsdo not actas
stumbling blocks for students
from achieving their academ-
ic potential. Inclusion refers
to ensuring benchmarked
and standardised education
to each student regardless of

background, personal, social.

and geographical characteris-
tics. Important indicators of
increased access, equity and
inclusion in higher educa-
tion are the improved Gross
Enrolment Ration(GER),
Student Teacher-Ratio, Per
capitaavailability ofdifferent
educational infrastructures
and measures to promote ver-
tical equity through positive
discrimination, reservation
and fellowship/scholarship
arrangements. Finally, the
rationale of excellence as-

ing and diagnoses is cheaper
elsewhere. The problem is
that the doctor may not see
the report conducted else-
where. This sort of mal prac-
tice by doctors has destroyed
the medical system in the
state as well as country.

According to a report 5
years ago, 27 % of deaths
occur due to medical negli-
gence. Government should
fix the rates of hospitals and
consultation and investi-
gation as well fix the rate
of school fee. Government
should come with new laws
for this sector.

People ofthis country had
voted die NDA government
for the betterment of the
middle class but in today’s
world we are suffering in
all the sectors of day to day
life.

The media as well as local
bodies should come forward
and work for the betterment
of society. | request both the
state and central government
to intervene and stop the

sumes importance in the
context of globalisation of
higher education so as to
remain relevant and realise
the economic benefits in
terms of export of education
as a service. Here excellence
presupposes benchmarking
and maintaining relative
quality and standard. These
relative qualities and stan-
dards evolve through time
and space.

If introduction of NEP
2020 owes itsjustification to
the above rationales, the ease
ofits implementation and the
realisation of its objectives
depends upon the nature
and degree of challenges
that we come across in the
fields of availability of (i)fi-
nancial, physical and human
resources and (ii)our ability

to form a firm resolve across
stakeholders(Govemment,
Market, Community and
Civil Society) through cali-
bration, mobilisation, syner-
gization and synchronisation”®
This requires a serious situ-
ational and process analysis
with hard data and facts. In
our previous write up which
this esteemed daily carried
out on 29th March 2022,
we have made a situational
analysis of some of these
critical indicators. The next
step is to go beyond it and
make appropriate process
analyses. For example, ifthe
GER in the country is low
vis-jk-vismany ofthe leading
countries ofthe world or ifit
is low in the North Eastern
Region vis-a-vis the country
as awhole, what are the con-
tributory factors responsible
for it? Same would also be
the case with low accredita-
tion, high student-teacher
ratio, sub-optimal quality of
research, gender disparity in
enrolment and faculty avail-
ability, faculty shortage, poor
employability of the pass-
outs and sub-optimal regula-
tion and management etc.
However, it would be
unjust to dub NEP 2020 as
unwanted or ill timed. Econo-
mist Albert O. Hirschman
in his strategy of economic
development advocates for
deliberately unbalancing the
economy by initially under-
taking investment in lead-
ing sectors of the economy.
He suggests that in a situ-

monopoly of private health

practitioners and the educa-

tion sector to relieve the bur-

den ofthe common people of
this country

Yours etc.,

Samar Deb

Guwabhati

Teachersin
politics: Hypocrisy
ofthe MDA Govt

Editor,

Hypocrisy as they say
has its limitations and it is
ultimately exposed in full
public view. The recent diktat
of the NPP led-govemment
of banning or discourag-
ing the teaching community
from taking active part in
politics shows that intel-
lectuals, academicians and
social thinkers have no place
in the system ofgovernance.
Hence we see misgovemance
at all levels. If the academic
sector cannot take part in ac-
tive politics then what type

ation of limited capital, the
economy can be unbalanced
by either having excess of
DPA(Directly Productive
Activity) over SOC(Social
Overhead Capital) or vice-
versa. DPA includes invest-
ments in establishing firms/
business units which produce
increased goods and ser-
vices. SOC includes invest-
ments on education, public
health, irrigation, electricity,
roads, railways etc. Applying
Hirschman’ s analogy there
could be two strategies to
implement NEP. Strategy-I
would be to create the nec-
essary physical and human
infrastructure and institutions
first and then introduce NEP
2020. However we feel, this
would be a time consuming
exercise with the current
institutional values and prac-
tices. We feel in a democratic
"Society like India it is better

to implement strategy-I1 by
introducing NEP 2020 first,
which would in the next
stage, bring out the required
infrastructyre and institutions
through political and social
pressure. For example, when
the Government implements
NEP provisions, there would
be alotofpressure exerted on
itby citizens and groupsto in-
crease the allocation of GDP
on education.. Currently the
central government spends
about 3.5 percent of its GDP
on education. Withthe kind
ofpush and movement being
made by the current central
government on implementa-
tion on NEP, there would be
constantpressure onthe Gov-
ernment to increase die allo-
cation on higher education to
6% level asrecommended by
Kothari Commission earlier.
Similar pressure would also
be there from different sec*
tions of society on state and
local Governmentstoprovide
for required infrastructure.
We consider this approach
playing out more positively
in Indian context.

Hence, let us consider
NEP 2020 as a journey,
This implies that we need
to implement NEP provi-
sions incrementally and, in
the meantime, allow for the
complementing infrastructure
and enabling global practices
to emerge, through pressure,
conviction and partnership.

(Theauthorteachesattoe
department of economics,
NEHU.)

of political discourse do we
expect in the electronic and
print media? Perhaps people
in authority who take such
decisions should, in fact,
question themselves before
they even set foot in a politi-
cal party. Recently a college
teacher joined the NPP from
Laitumkhrah Constituency.
This has exposed the double
standards of the NPP which
runs the government and the
ChiefMinisterhimselfwhose
government was responsible
forthe orderbanning teachers
from taking part in politics.
We hope that the people of
Laitumkhrah will judge for
themselves who isa hypocrite
and who is not?
Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar
Via email

Lettersto the Editormint have
the fuH name, address and
contact numberofthe writer,
even ifthey are sentby tmaH.

Only letters with the requisite
details will be pubSshed.

The Maharashtra

Governor and
Controversial Comment*

By Vidyadhar Date

The Maharashtra Gover-
nor Bhagat Singh Koshyari’s
extremely divisive recent
observation needs to be seen
against the background of
increasing arrogance of big
money in economic and po-
litical life. It may be perti-
nent to begin with a short
stray written by the eminent
Dalit writer Aimabhau Sathe
in the 1950s, the period of
the Samyukta Maharashtra
movement when there was
tension between the Mara-
thi and Gujarati speaking
people.

Though Sathe was a lead-
ing member of the cultural
troupe of the then strong
communist movement, his
story Adhunik Ashwatthama
sensitively portrayed the
insecurity of a chawl dwell-
ing, Gujarati speaking el-
derly man about his two
young daughters. Although,
in real life Gujarati girls
faced no such threat, Sathe
had the sensitivity to probe
the psyche of the father.
Writers like Sathe severely
condemned capitalistexploi-
tation but were sensitive to
problems of all people.

Governor Koshyari had
made a statementata function
in Mumbai on July 29 that if
Gujaratis and Rajasthanis
were taken away from the
‘city and Thane, there would
be no money leftin these cit-
ies, and Mumbai would not
remain the financial capital of
India. He issued an apology
following his remarks which
were seen as deeply insulting
and even the Chief Minister
and deputy Chief Minister
distanced themselves from
the utterance.

It is clear from the video
of the speech that the gov-
ernor’s remarks were far
from offthe cuff, he is seen
enjoying making die state-"
ment and is looking for ap-
plause. Before the formation
ofMaharashtrain 1960 there
was a bilingual Bombay
State which included parts
of Maharashtra and Ggjarat.
Morarji Desai was the Chief
Minister from 1952 and Y.B
Chavan from 1957. Chavan
later in 1960 became the
chiefminister ofthe present
state of Maharashtra.

There were furious pro-
test® following the report
of the Fazal Ali commis-
sion on the reorganisation
of States and when Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
announced that Mumbai
shouldbe made aunionterri-
tory. The idea o fthe seceding
ofMumbai from the Marathi
speakmg areas was widely
resented by the Samyukta
Maharashtra, Samiti which
had become a major political
force. The SMS was seen as
a representative of ordinary,
working class people while
die Congress was seen as a
party under the influence of
capitalists.

Many since then fear that
the capitalist class still har-
bours plan to cede Mumbai
from Maharashtra and the
feeling persists to this day.
AH suggestions in the past
about a separate Bombay
or Mumbai, have been ve-
hemently opposed. Mumbai
is eighth richest city in the
world with 5i resident bil-
lionaires

ComingbacktoAnnabhau
Sadie. He walked some 230
km from his village in Sangli
district to Mumbai as he had
no money for transport. He
had little education, did petty
jobs for a living and yet in
his short life of 49 years he
lefta very rich body ofwork
from novels and film scripts
and lok natya, folk theatre,
to poems and ballads. His
work has been translated into
some 27 languages including
European ones.

He got his inspiration
from the active Communist
movement of the 1950s and
1960s. With Shahir Amar
Shaikh and Gavankar he
formed a powerful trio that
thrilled audiences of thou-
sands with militant songs.

Koshyari with his cap and
dhoti looks like the common
man of cartoonist R.K. Lax-
man. But he is far from that.
He has become extremely
unpopular with his acts of
commission and omission

and utterances. Also se&t
as outrageous are his re-
cent utterances against the*
eminent social reformuwW
couple of 19th century
harashtra, Mahatma Jydtirtw
Phule and Savitribai. WhHe’
inaugurating a statue iff
Savitribai Phule earlier this
year he had mocked at heft
marriage at the age of tag.'
Atthat time child marriagfes
were common. His remaite
against Jyotirao and SavjH
ribai Phule, who are revetf?
in Maharashtra, were ccj®;
demned by the Congress anS
other parties.

His statement on thfc
economy betrays a typickl
upperclass bias and preju-
dice about wealdi creatioQ
and there is a sinister igj-
noring of the contribute
of workers who create t&?
surplus. Additionally, thefts
are a number of other fa$»
tors including infrastructu$jt
creative, artistic class and $8
on. to single outone ot
communities for the succt”s
of an economy is to better

mid die present situation!”

American capitalist
owes its success in law
measure to its exploitation®

scholar Sven Beckert whc$f
I heard at die Jaipur lit$>
ary festival and in Mumbjp
sometime ago on thistop&
He was widely quoted |n
die New York Times. Soimj
ofthe observations from mg

worth quoting.

Nearly two averajp;
American lifetimes ht/ 't
passed since the end
slavery, only two. Itis i
surprising that we can:

turn a poor, fledglingnattpg.
into a financial cp&s«$i|
The surprising hit has toj

ways slavery cans

in oweconomfcHfe." Amer-
ican slavery is necessar’y
imprinted on die DNAfjf
American capitalism,” wriga
the historians Sven Beck&C
and Seth Rockman.

A couple ofyears befefag
he was convicted of seciit»t
ties fraud, Martin Shkrfp
was the chief executive pjf
a pharmaceutical comparer
that acquired the rightstb
Daraprim, a life$aving art
tiparasitic drug. Previously
the drug cost $13.50 a pill,:
but in Shkreli’s hands, f§]
price quickly increased by a
factor of 56, to $750 a pitt
Atahealth care conference,
Shkreli told the audience
that he should have'raised
the price even higher. “No
one wantsto say it, noone’s
proud of it,” he explained.
“Butthis is a capitalist soci-
ety, a capitalist system ant
capitalist rules.”

This is a capitalist sow?
ety. It’s a fatalistic man|*9
that seems to get repeat®)
to anyone who questions
why America can’t be m<jre
fair or equal. In a capitaESg
society that goes low, wagj£t
are depressed as business®
compete over the pricSj
not die quality, of gooaS;
so-called unskilled workers
are typically incentivis«$
through punishments, n<ft
promotions; inequality
reigns and poverty spread”
Inthe United States, tteridh*
est 1 percent of Americas
own 40 percent ofthe coijfc
try’s wealth, while a larger!
share ofworking-age people
(18-65)live in poverty than
in any other nktion belong-
ing to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and
Development (O.E.C.D.),
the newspaper noted (NYT
14-08-2019) >e

Coming back to Annabf-
hau Sathe he put die issup
in amore succinctway whfcn
he said the earth rests notOn
the thousand headed She$h
Naga of mythology but xjn
the hard labour of wotkaQk
Unfortunately, die govempr
and his ilk believe in myfAi
old ones thathave bdeh
around for centuries and njspif
ones fabricated by vesj*0
interests o

(The writer is a senior
journalist (Syndicate The
Billion, Press) (email:
tor@thebiBionpress.org>, ~
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Indigenous Peoples’ Day
AUGUST 9 is observed the world over as the
International Day of the World’s Indigenous
People. This event celebrates indigenous people
across the globe and their contributions to in-
digenous knowledge systems, especially with
regards to medicinal herbs and traditional healing
systems. On this day indigenous people remind
themselves of their ancestors and what they
have handed down over the centuries such as the
value systems, language, conservation wisdom
and knowledge about sustainable living. The
United Nations designates a theme every year
around which the day is being observed. The
theme this year is ‘Role of Indigenous Women
in the Preservation and Transmission of Tra-
ditional Knowledge.” Indigenous people have
been known to have equal respect for women
and men and the theme captures the essence of
the celebration. Indigenous women are known
to be innovative farmers and have for thousands
of years conserved seeds and exchanged the
seeds among themselves. Thatway the traditional
farming practices are kept alive. Now scientists
tell us that indigenous seeds are more resilient to
climate change than genetically modified seeds.
These seeds are hardy and resistant to pests and

the vagaries of nature.

Indigenous women have been the natural
custodians of natural resources. By nature,
women are not exploitative but protective ofthe
environment. Itis unfortunate thatthis important
milestone in the life o f Indigenous peoples passed
offuneventfully in Meghalaya. For one, the day
coincided with Muharram which is an official
holiday for schools and colleges where discus-
sions should have been held to remind the young
about their ancestors and the rich tradition they
passed on down the family tree. This day should
have been observed with a sense of pride and
gratitude to the ancestors. Interestingly, in other
states where indigenous people are aware ofthe
erosion o ftheir rights and the explpitation o ftheir
natural resources by corporations and big busi-
ness, the day was observed with solemnity and
dignity. People expressed themselves through
songs and dances and organised events so thatthe

tn thp pvents and Ipam ahmit
their riph traditions. There were exhibitions of
traditional arts and crafts and discussions on the
importance of language as a link to the past and

abridge to the future.

Itis common for indigenous peoples living in
territorieswhere they don’t feel any threatto their
existence to ignore this important day but those
living in countries like Canada, USA, Australia
etc., where they have been subjugated over centu-
ries realise the importance o fthis day and observe
it meaningfully. In India indigenous people are
not recognised as a separate category because
governments say thatall who have settled in India
are indigenous to the place. Itis this dichotomy
that has created confusion. Adivasis and hill
tribes have first claim to the land they have first
settled in and this needs to be recognised.

r. la'lUts In the r.ditor

Woes of
rising wildlife
trafficking
cases

Editor

In the past few days we
are witnessing alarming
cases of large seizures of
illegal wildlife in the Jaintia
Hills of Meghalaya. Appar-
ently they were transiting
through Meghalaya on the
way to other destinations
in the country. We must
congratulate the Police De-
partment, local NGOs and
the Wildlife Department in
detecting and confiscating
the live animals. What is
more alarming is the fact that
all the seized animals and
birds are exotic species and
are not native to our country
as reported in sections of
the media. As a person with
direct knowledge of these
confiscated animals’identity,
I wish to clarify that they
belong to several species
of endangered Gibbons and
Hornbills and are native
to several Southeast Asian
countries especially Ma-
laysia and Indonesia. How
these exotic animals landed
up in our shore is a matter
of guess at this moment and
investigations by relevant
authorities will certainly
open the Pandora’s Box.
But a clear modus operandi
is evident in these cases.
Since these animals are not
protected undér the stringent
Indian Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, prosecution of

the smugglers is an issue
and they often manage to
get bail. This legal loophole
emboldens the culprits to
continue with this illegal
trade.

As reported in the media,
in recent times there have
been several such confis-
cations of exotic animals
in neighboring Assam too
and all .of these apparently
crossed borders from Myan-
mar and travelled through
Mizoram en route to main-
land India. Wildlife Trade
is one of the most lucrative
illegal businesses globally
with an estimated value of
7-23 billion US dollars.
While a large chunk of this
trade involves poached ani-
mal carcass and their nu-
merous body parts for their
purported medicinal value,
there is also a huge demand
for live exotic animals as
pets that drive the cases such
as the one witnessed here.
Huge monetary incentives
must have been the driving
force behind such illegal
businesses. Without doubt,
this is not the job of petty
local dealers but a well-or-
ganized international racket
with sophisticated mode of
operation must be behind
such business. We hope that
authorities will dig deep into
the problems.

Now coming to the real
question - can these traf-
fickers be punished under
Indian laws? As mentioned
earlier provisions of IWPA,
1972 may not be applicable
to such cases. But if these
criminals are allowed to
go scot-free, they will only

Why the President of India is also Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces

An anecdote narrated by a
colleague in Parliament about
how a particular president
perceived his role as Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces provoked a ques-
tion: Why did the founding
fathers not vest this supreme
command in the Council
of Ministers headed by the
Prime Minister, given that
they made a conscious choice
that India would be a parlia-
mentary democracy, not an
executive presidency?

Article 53 ofthe Constitu-

tion states that the executive
power of the Union shall be
vested in the President of
India. Article 53(2) has a
rather interesting formula-
tion: “Without prejudice to
the generality of the forego-
ing provision, the supreme
command of the Defepce
Forces ofthe Union shall be
vested in the President and
the exercise thereof shall be
regulated by law”. The pow-
ers of the presidency are, of
course, circumscribed by
Article 74 which states that
the president shall exercise
his functions only on the aid

By Manish Tewari

Assembly.

However, any and every
constitutional scheme has
enough play in the joints
to be interpreted in vari-
ous ways, especially when a
constitutional crisis comes to
a head or an external emer-
gency manifests. The term
“defence forces ofthe Union”
is nowhere defined in the
Constitution.

A clue as to why the su-
preme command came to

be vested in the presidency
can possibly be found in the
articulation of KM Munshi
in the Constituent Assembly
debates. While speaking on
anamendmentmoved by Pro-
fessor KT Shah on draft Ar-
ticle 42, Munshi argued that
“The strongest government
and the most elastic execu-
tive has been found to be in
England and that is because
the executive powers vest iir
the Cabinet supported by a
majority of the lower house
which has financial powers
under the constitution. As
a result, it is the rule of the

preme command ofthe armed
forces must vest in a constitu-
tional entity that is perceived
to be above partisan politics,
thereby underscoring the
apolitical character of the
armed forces — that is, that
they belong to the nation and
not to any dispensation that
may concurrently at a given
point in time hold the reigns
of executive power?

Or were they just being
guided by.the British practice

where the supreme command
ofthe armed forces is vested
in the monarch? While de-
signing the Constitution, the
framers were both follow-
ing certain British' traditions
while simultaneously trying
to break with them.

The British constitutional
interpretations written by
Michel de Montaigne and
other scholars were not the
only ones that the founding
fathers took on board in
their grand study of constitu-
tional jurisprudence.The first
French Constitution created
by the French National as-

«and"advice of the-eouncil - majerity m -ttae Wogialawre”--aémMy in 1791 embodying

of ministers headed by the
prime minister.

Interestingly, ifone perus-
esthe debates ofthe Constitu-
entAssembly on draftArticle
42 that corresponds to Article
53 of the Constitution, there
is absolutely no discussion
on vesting the supreme com-
mand ofthe defence forces in
the president. It almost seems
that the Constitution framers
had taken it as*a given that
the supreme command of
the armed forces would be
vested in the presidency. It
is incredible that such an im-
portant aspect, even though
the president of India is only
a titular head, was not even
debated by the Constituent

be emboldened and this
will also have a demoral-
izing affect on the people or
agencies that painstakingly
unearthed such cases. Even
if there is no provision to
detain these people under
current laws of the land, we
must explore and find ways
to deal with such menace
even with the help of inter-
national conventions like
CITES to which India is a
signatory (all gibbons are
listed under CITES).

I am no expert on legal
matters and it is best left to
the wisdom ofthe legal fra-
ternity arid administrators to
deal with such offences. But
what | feel is that there needs
to be close inter-agency co-
operation between the rel-
evant government authori-
ties especially with Wildlife®
Crime Control Bureau ofthe
Government of India which
can be deal with such issues
on a case by case basis.

Another issue is related to
the welfare ofthe confiscated
animals. Once taken out
from the wilds, these ani-
mals already have a doomed
future. Since establishing the
country of origin and send-
ing the seized animals back
to their native country is a
humongous if not impossible
task, they may be suitably
accommodated in local zoos
with veterinary' care. | am
surethe relevant agencies are
mindful of these issues. The
people behind unearthing
the recent trafficking again
deserve around ofapplause.
Let us all be more vigilant
and not allow our state to
become a transit hub for

for jt supports its leaders in
the cabinet which advises

.the head of the state namely

the king or the President. The
King or the President is thus
placed above the party. He
is made really the symbol of
the impartial dignity of the
Constitution.”

However, neither does Dr
Ambedkar’s opening speech
introducing the draft consti-
tution or closing speech on
the conclusion of its delib-
erations mention the aspect
of the president being the
Supreme Commander of the
Defence Forces.

Was it, therefore, the
un-verbalised desire of the
founding fathers that the su-

such immoral and destruc-
tive trade.

Yours etc.

Dr. Uttam Saikia,

Zoological Survey of India,

Via email

Of teachers’
evaluation

Editor

All these years, since my
mother’s time ( although
poor soul she did not get to
study that much) mine and
even during my daughter’s
time in school and as a stu-
dent in Delhi University,
teachers occupied a pres-
tigious place in the lives
of the students. During my
school days, government
officials like the Inspector of
Schools from the Education
Department would come
for inspection at least once
a year to have a close knit
relation Withthe teachers and
students. Thday, | wonder if
we still have an Inspector of
Schools and if there is inter-
action or how well do these
Inspectors know the merits
and demerits prevalent in a
school.

The present scenario is
such that the teachers are
bearing the worst brunt. It
is common knowledge that
school teachers do not get
their salaries on time. At
times they go without salary
for months together. Imagine
how these poor souls feed
and fend for their families?
Teaching is indeed a noble
profession but teachers today
are victimised and have to

the principles contained in
the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen equally animated
them. It is another matter that
France has had 15 constitu-
tions between then and 1958.
Equally, they were inspired
by the American Constitu-
tion, and more so, the Bill of
Rights ratified on December
15,1791.

In both the American
and French constitutional
schemes, the supreme com-
mand of the armed forces
vests in the president. How-
ever, both these countries
have an executive presidency.
Nearer home, there was an-
other country that was bom
— the People’s Republic of

* make the streets their tem-.

porary homes in order to get
theirjust dues. What a shame
indeed! The lack of respect
and regard for teachers from
the higher echelons is appall-
ing. | wonder if Teacher’s
Day has lost its meaning.
Students in schools and col-
leges and every educational
institution celebrate Teach-
er’s Day as amark ofrespect
fortheir beloved teachers but
for those in the government
to provide the teachers their
due is far from their call.
Hence Teacher’s Day has
become a stark reminder that
the teachers are a poorer lot.
All that they have been do-
ing is offer their services and
answer to their call of duty
with hungry stomachs.

| agree with Deepa Ma-
jumdar who writes in her
article, “What is Education?
Overcoming the Noetic fac-
tory” that “The final nail on
the coffin of higher educa-
tion are teachers’ evaluation
by students. Not only is it
disrespectful but these rat-
ings compromise the qual-
ity of classroom teaching,
with teachers pandering to
spoilt youth for the sake of
evaluation. | feel this is utter
nonsense. I’'m reminded of
the time when | was still in
service. What if my Annual
Confidential Report had to
be evaluated by a Grade IV
staff? Laughable and unac-
ceptable indeed! Of course,
gone are the days when stu-
dents would blindly follow
the teachers. Today with the
internet the students are in a
better position to add to their
knowledge. But how wise is

China on October 1, 1949
— just as the Indian consti-
tutional deliberations were
winding down.

China had an interest-
ing institution dating back
to 1925 called the Central
Military Commission and,
fascinatingly, after China"
assumed its present avatar,
the general secretary of the
Chinese Communist Party
has been invariably triple-
hatted whereby he is also the
president of the republic and
chairperson of the Central

Military Commission, except
for a brief while when Deng

AXiaoping and Jiang Zemin in

the late 1980sand early 2000s
held this position singularly.

Interestingly, in Pakistan,
Article 243-1A, as amended
by the Constitution Eighteenth
AmendmentAct 2010, states:
“Without prejudice to the gen-
erality ofthe foregoing provi-
sions, the Supreme Command
ofthe Armed Forces shall vest
in the President” However,
that has not stopped Pakistan
from being convulsed by a
series of coup d’etats going
back to 1958.

It is, therefore, quite evi-
dent that rather than any de-
liberate plan or design to im-
pose civilian control over the
armed forces, as conventional
wisdom or subsequent myth-
making make it out to be, the
President of India ended.up
becoming the Supreme Com-
mander of the Indian Armed
Forces for the simple reason
that the members ofthe Con-
stituent Assembly decided to
follow British precedent. A
study of the making of the
Constitution can throw up
some interesting revelations.

(The writer is a lawyer,
MP, former 1&B minister.
Views are personal. This
articlefirst appeared in The
Indian Express)

it to allow students to make
areport card ofthe teacher’s
performance, especially in
college where many stu-
dents barely attend classes
and some are like Haley’s
Comet? Can such students
be in a position to evaluate
a teacher? If the students’
evaluation ofthe teachers is
atall to be taken into account
-their statement should have
substantial proofbefore they
are taken seriously.

Many write-ups have
pointed out that in today’s
world, there are a set of
teachers who do not have
a calling or the talent, love
and dedication for teaching
but are still taking up the
profession of a teacher to
feed their families. But can
they be blamed if there is a
lack of employment? They
are in no position to make
a choice but to take,up any
job that can feed them. The
need is for more job oppor-
tunities which is the brief of
the government. The present
government would do well
not to blame the previous
government for all ills. In-
stead it should focus on the
formulation of policies and
find out ways and means to
create more jobs and ease
unemployment at all levels.

Yours etc.,
Helen Dkhar,
Shillong-4

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Regime change in Bihar
IS a positive development
for opposition

By Arun Srivastava

Inthe fierce battle for but-
tressing political supremacy
between the two Chanakyas,
Amit Shah was made to bite
dust by Nitish Kumar by
aborting his mission Op-
eration Lotus, an endeavour
to remove Chief Minister
Nitish from power and also
restructure his task to finish
yet another regional party,
this time JD(U) of Nitish,
and create-a new Eknath
Sinde in Bihar.

Notwithstanding the fe-
lonious demeanour of Shah,
it was particularly the ar-
rogance of Narendra Modi
,and his contempt for others
that conjured Nitish Kumar
to quit the NDA coinciding
with the day country was
celebrating the Quit India
day. Nitish might not have
resorted to this extreme
move, ifModi and Shahhad
not conspired to insult him,
pull down his government
and present him in a poor
lightthrough their party col-
leagues and leaders.

Before handing his resig-
nation to the Governor Fagu
Mahato, he had narrated the
insult and humiliation that
was inflicted on him by
Modi and Shah. Nit-
ish told his part>
legislators and
MPs, at a meet-
ing he convened
at his official
residence, thatho
had been driven
against the wall
by the BJP which
tried to weaken
his JD(U),
first by
propping
up Chirag
Paswan's
rebellion and later through
the party's former national
president RCP Singh. It is
an open secret thatrelations
between Modi and Nitish
has beenworsening for quite
some time in the wake of
disagreements over number
of issues including caste
census, population control
and the Agnipath' defence
recruitment scheme. Of late
the BJP legislators had made
it a habit to question the de-
cisions and moves of Nitish
Kumar and even accuse him
for all kinds ofwrongdoing.
The worst has-been the case
of the Assembly Speaker,
who was not having a work-
ing relation with Nitish. In
fact Nitish had asked Modi
and Shah to replace him with
some other leader.

Though Modi and Shah
in their public postures ap-
peared to be quite friendly
towards Nitish, the fact was
they always instigated their
leaders to demean him. Itis
not that Monday’s develop-
ment was unexpected. In fact
for the last six months they
were engaged in a war of
wits. Itwas the July 31 state-
ment of party president J P
Naddathat compelled Nitish
to take his own path. Nadda
had claimed that only the
BJP would survive and all
other parties- including re-
gional parties - would perish
in the country. As JD-U is a
regional party, this message
was taken as a warning.

Those who know Nadda
and are aware of his style of
functioning assert that he
was delivering the dialogue
which was tutored to him by
Shah. However, some people
nurse the feeling that Nadda
was responsible for exacer-
bation of the crisis. But it
is not the case. That Nitish
would react in this manner
wasJbeyond their imagina-
tion. Once Shahrealised that
the situation was slipping out
of his grip, on Sunday night
he rang up Nitish to assuage
his hurt feelings. But it was
too late. Nitish was ready to
move ahead.

Nitish’s decision must
not be seen merely as a set-
back for the<saffron party in
Bihar. It has wider implica-
tions across the country. The
tweets and responses from
the opposition parties make
it abundantly clear that this
incident has enthused the
opposition to take the saffron
brigade head on. In fact, the
BJP leaders are not simply
surprised at Nitish’s move,
they are scared of future
political developments inthe
country. Political change in

Bihar would invariably en-
ergise those opposition lead-
ers who had lost hope and
presumed that the electoral
dynamics for the big battle
in 2024 is beyond their reach
with the perceived absence
ofavisible alternative to the
domineering Modi.

Nitish reviving and re-
structuring the Mahagath-
bandhan, a forum of the
RJD, Congress, Left and
some democratic organisa-
tions, and becoming the
chief minister would repu-
diate BJP’s move to identify
itself with tire aspirations of
the Dalits and OBCs. The
peoples’ response and their
approval of Nitish’s parting
ofways with the BJP clearly
underline that the Dalit and
OBC support base has start-
ed consolidating in favour,
of the Mahagathbandhan.
BJP had conspired to dam-
age the JD-U by using Lok
Janshakti Party leader Chi*-
rag Paswan, who fielded
candidates against all JID(U)
contestants in the state elec-
tions in 2020. This reduced
Kumar's party tally to 43
and weakened his position
in the National Democratic

Alliance (NDA).
Installing of Ma-
hagathbandhan
government on
Wednesday head-
ed by Nitish with
Tejashvi as the
Dy CM, would
also witness res-
urrection of the
politics of
socialjus-
tice. True
enough
Modi and
Shah are
scared of the spectre of los-
ing out in this.new-found
support base, which had
rallied behind the BJP during
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Haunted by this fear
the BJP had launched per-
sonal attacks on Nitish and
brought in the of phrase of
“Paltu” leader. They charged
him with going against-the
peoples’ mandate. But at
the same time they forget
the deeds of their leaders
Modi and Shah, who have
been primarily responsible
for triggering the present
crisis.

Political experts hold the
view that Nitish Kumar’s
decision to return to the
secular fold is a big boost
as the JDU, RJD, Congress,
CPI-ML, SP and other op-
position parties constitute a
major chunk of vote bank.
This element has in fact
convinced Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi to throw her
weight behind Nitish when
he rang her up and sought
support.

The exercise to weed out,
the former union minister R
C Prasad Singh from the par-
ty was not merely a punitive
action against him instead
it had wider implications.
It was a strong message for
Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah to keep away from Bi-
har. Nitish had come to know
that Modi and Shah have
hatched a plot to finish his
political career. They were
simply waiting for the right
time. Shahwas following his
Maharashtra script. But even
before it could acquire a con-
crete shape, Nitish, the astute
politician, torpedoed it.

Bihar sends 40 MPs to
the Lok Sabha and played
a key role, along with Uttar
Pradesh, in making Modi
the Prime Minister in 2014
and 2019. With BJP already
losing ground in UP, as
manifest in the Assembly
elections, it may have to
bow out of the boxing ring
in Bihar.

The CPI(ML) which has
around 12 MLAs in Bihar
has decided not to join the
new ministry. According to
Dipankar Bhattacharya, the
general secretary, it would
play the role of the opposi-
tion inside the government.
Dipankar says, “our entire
effort would be to ensure
the benefits of the govern-
ment reach the people at
the ground level. We have
to ensure that the credibility
ofthe new government does
not suffer and its image is
not sullied”./7/M Service)
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“Indifference and neglect often do much
more damage than outright dislike

— J. K. Rowling
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Kursi Kumar, again
INSTALLED as chief minister for the eighth
time, Nitish Kumar is by now a phenomenon.
The question, though, is at what cost to his own
integrity as a politician. In the past over two
decades, he has shared bed with every political
party with the express purpose of remaining
in power. Chances today are that he’s courting
the beginning of the end in his political career.
For, Tejashwi Yadav o fthe RJID with double the
number of MLAs that Kumar has in his JDU
party is bound to make life miserable for the
chief minister or, more likely, edge him out of
the chair sooner than later. Bihar is likely to get
into tumultuous times in its political sphere.

To say that the BJP is shell-shocked at the
way Kumar has turned,the tables on it should
be partly true but the unpredictability of the
chief minister was there fot all to see. At the
slightest hint that a Maharashtra-like situation
could emerge against him in Bihar too, which
could vertically split his JDtJ and rob him of
the CM’s post, Kumar broke his party’s alliance
with the BJP and got the RJID and the Congress
to back him for an alternative ministry. For both
the Congress and the RJD, a continuation of
the BJP-JDU alliance in the state meant politi-
cal wilderness for three more years. Here was
an opportunity beckoning them. Scruples are
alien to politics today and ideology is an empty
rhetoric to fool the people.

Nitish Kumar, known by now as Kursi
Kumar, worked no wonders for Bihar in the
two decades of his leadership. On the positive
side, he restored law and order that had been
made worse under the Lalu Yadav period. It is
also stated to Kumar’s credit that he zealously
concentrated on reaching.basic amenities to vil-
lages under the slogan of “Sidak (roads) Pani
(drinking water).” But, stunningly, his agenda
almost stopped at that. Claims are that during the
nearly 20 years of his steady governance since
2005, not to mention his brief foray as CM in
2000, he had doubled the income of ordinary
Biharis. The long and short of this claim is that
Biharis remained where they were 20 years ago.
Bihar, West Bengal and Odisha are among the
poorest states in the country today; all fiefdoms
of regional leaders for decades. Bihar requires
anew face, a mascot, to realize its aspirations
in the economic sphere. Nitish cannot be the
answer for the future. It’s unljkely he will ever
realize his ambition to be the PM.

Let’s have
more faith in
God than in

religion

Editor,

Is our security under
threat? It is a serious ques-
tion. It must put all of us

on high alert. The recent\

spate of arrests of various
sympathisers or activists
by Assam police who have
a direct link with dreaded
terrorists outside the country
is disquieting, “HYC raises
security concern over threat
of jihadi groups” (ST, 6
August, 2022). The investi-
gating agencies found loads
ofincriminating evidence to
establish the fact. Similar is
the case in other states like
West Bengal and Kerala,
apart from Kashmir. What
is shocking is that, at times,
even MLAs and MPs have
also been reported to be
hand-in-gloves with such
fundamentalist forces. | am
afraid that simple people
from remote areas have been
insidiously radicalised. They
are brought up and groomed
to think of others as their
enemies. How on earth can
one who believes in the
Almighty see others who
also devoutly worship the
same Almighty as enemies?
If | am not mistaken,~there
must be a complete “mis-

interpretation” of our Holy
scriptures. One wonders
why the omniscient God is
viewed through the prism of
dogmatism. Please behold,
when TRUTH shudders in
fear, falsehood runs amok!

A Lahore-bornrationalist
scholar from London, Umar
Khalid, who regularly bursts
out through his social media
posts, laments -- “the reli-
gious indoctrination which
is quite rampant in a certain
section of people is the root
cause of the increasing bad
blood and hatred. Instead of
teaching the values of com-
passion, they are taught oth-
erwise from an early age”.
The frequent down-to-earth
and bold opinions have won
Mr Khalid a huge following
worldwide.

Of course, humanity
should notbe held to ransom
-by anyone. Tolerance, com-
passion and service towards
fellow brethren - regardless
of their caste, creed and
nationality, are fundamental
to existential harmony and
peace. Let’sall learnto stand
together and help strengthen
the bond of brotherhood.
We are most endearing to
God when we love each
other instead o ffighting with
each other. God is infinite,
his creation is infinite, and
so loving Him cannot be
the prerogative of a “finite”
few!

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Elections 2023: Time to Needtochange method
do a constituency audit

As we get closer to the D-
Day, (Election - 2023) some
who cannot but help think
of the fate of Meghalaya
20-30 years hence tend to go
into depression. Others start
writing to express their angst
but are still hopeful that we
will, yet produce statesmen/
women. Perhaps in this age
when we are expected to be
gender-correct it might be
better to call them states-
persons. This would include
all genders including LG-
BTQ+. Why should politics
be the domain of only those
who fall into the constructed
binaries of male and female.
In any case these males and
females have letus down for
fifty years and we need to en-
courage diversity in politics
as we should be doing in
other spheres of activities
including teaching where
most who don’t fit into the
binary box have to remain
in closets forever. | would
sincerely hope that a few
from the LGBTQ+ com-
munity enter the Assembly
and make legislation amore
compassionate activity.

This is the time when we
hear politicians talk, talk
and talk.. What do they talk
about? Those in the govern-
ment are busy defending
their posteriors wjjich we
can all see is full Of slime
but which they can’t see
because it’s not possible
to see one’s own backside.
We are aware pf all the ne-
farious deals, the mansions
constructed in Shillong city
from money thatthey will not
be able to account for. And
worse, eventhe minions serv-
ing their ministerial bosses
are now owners ofhomes in
some of the most upmarket
localities of Shillong. And
they want us to believe they
have spentthe last four years
plus serving the people of
the State?

Hence it h"sbecome im-.

perative that'We audit each
ofthe 60 MLAs and subject
those that held ministerial
positions to even sharper and
stricter scrutiny. We need to
know what assets they had
when they entered the legis-
lative assembly in 2018 and
how much they are worth
today. The Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
a non-profit organisation,
gives us this data. But how
many know of ADR? Very
few. ADR works in tandem
with National Election Watch
(NEW) to strive to bring
about transparency and ac-
countability in Indian politics
and reducing the influence of
money and muscle power in
elections. The wealth ranking
of most ministers in Me-
ghalaya and those of their

Need to do
away with
election
inducements

Editor,

The recent news of the
Aam Aadmi Party offering
Rs 1000 to Gujarati women
ifvoted to power should fall
in the category of an open
bribery. The same thing was
done by Mr. Modi while
contesting the 2014 general
elections for BJP. Mr. Modi
openly bribed the nation by
promising 15 lakhs in each
person’s account, acche din
and what not. In fact, all
political contestants’ prom-
ises should be considered an
open bribe.

The Election Commission
must declare such practices
as criminal against which
appropriate punishments
should be put in place and
must direct all the contesting
parties to refrain from mak-
ing such references. This sort
ofactnotonly induces voters
to vote for the wrong politi-
cian, butitisalso detrimental
to the whole political system
and the sound functioning of
democracy.

Instead, during elections,
past assessment reports of
the contesting parties and the
contestants must be brought
to the fore in which their
achievement, capacity and
capability etc., are criti-
cally and factually analyzed

By Patricia Mukhim

close associates has gone up
several rungs. They have the
best homes with the latest
gadgets; expensive SUVs
and huge bank balances. The
latter earn by doing sifar-
ish and arranging meetings
between businessmen and
ministers. This isagood earn-
ing avenue.

And po, this writer and
others like her who have been
concerned about the states
of affairs in Meghalaya are
not envious of the ill-gotten
wealth of these people. We
are angry and upset that the
resources of the indigenous
people of Meghalaya- itsriv-
ers, forests, coal, limestone,
boulders, sand which were'

terminds? Surely there has to
be an end to end cycle from
origin to destination. The
Police need to find out the
masterminds. Arresting car-
riers and middle-men/women
will notyield anything except
add to the drugs cache.
Ministers are supposed to
think beyond their constitu-
encies. They are to have a
30-year vision for the State.
However, other MLAS too
are elected to think ofMeghaT
laya and notjust their piddly
constituencies. We need to
do an audit of which MLA
in the present Assembly has
initiated a Bill arising out of
public concern, which after
due legislative procedure has

Election 20

esifedMie

and ought to be community
property have now become
individual properties owned
by a few tribal families. In
all these four plus years when
coal has been illegally mined
and transported, Meghalaya
lost over Rs 600 crore annual
revenue. All that money went
into the pockets of people in
the MDA government. And
that includes all ofthem. The
UDP, BJP, PDF and NCP can-
not wash their hands offthis,
dirty deal. They~fe'all'part of
the illegal system created by
the MDA Governmentwhich
even claims to be exporting
coal from outside the state to
Bangladesh. The State Po-
lice have been compromised
although a few stand out by
their ability to perform in ar-
eas where they have not been
told to turn a blind eye to.
Otherwise, coal mining and
transportation are “No Go”
areas for the police, although
a few are part ofthe loot. We
have large drug hauls and we
see pictures and also receive
reports from the police about
the arrested drug conduits.
But do we know enough
about the drugs trail? Where
have they originated from
and where are they being
sent to and who are the mas-

and must be disseminated
to the voters. This would
enable the voters to make
sound choices and vote for
the contesting parties and
politicians on merit rather
than tall claims which never
come to pass.

The political parties and
contesting politicians must
think how stupid and gullible
the voters are as we continu-
ously fall for tall briberies in
each succeeding election and
this is profoundly saddening.
It’s like we are blindly dig-
ging our own graves while

they laugh at us and offer _

us trenchers and shovels.
Furthermore, had there been
an independent Ministry
monitoring the works of
the elected government, af-
ter each election: regional,
state, national, then right
governance, accountability,
transparency would have
accompanied the political
system in India. As of now,
most of the works and the
methods utilized are shroud-
ed in mystery of which we,
the common people have no
knowledge of.

The act of promises dur-
ing elections must be put
to an end and merit- based
elections must be initiated.
I know this is quite an im-
possible task in the current
political climate. However,
we can continue to inspire
each other so that the idea
remains intact.

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

PV

become a law. Is there a sin-
gle one in these 53 months?
Where is the Mining Policy?
Why is it not in place? Why
have the Opposition MLAS
not raised this matter in the
Assembly? We the public
demand a white paper on the
status of the Mining Policy
and why itis not being adopt-
ed to ensure that coal mining
becomes a legal activity and
the State gets the revenue due
to it? This revenue could go
to paying teachers’ salaries
and improving access to both
education and healthcare in
the State. Meghalayaneedsto
generate revenue to address
the anaemia in women in
the child-bearing years. It is
pathetic that 56% ofwomen
in Meghalaya are anaemic
resulting in death during
childbirth. Add to that the
malnutrition of children and
you have a disaster in the
making. Unfortunately, this
matter too never features in
the Assembly. Not even the
women MLAs choose to
make an issue of this matter
of life and death!

The minister holding the
PWD (Roads) portfolio must
be held to intense scrutiny.
Has the PWD Roads black-
listed a single contractor that

MeECL
to have a
technocrat
MD!

Editor,

I presume it is welcome
news for all Meghalayans,
to hear from Power Minis-
ter, Prestone Tynrong, that
the crumbling state power
Corporation, MeECL, within
a short time, is going to be
headed by a technocrat as its
MD. In fact, the Corporation
should have been headed
by a technocrat since it was
incorporated in 2003. The in-
tervening MDs (bureaucrats)
for last 19 plus years have
not really understood the role
of the MD in a corporation
and probably they have not
understood the duties, func-
tions and the dynamics of
running a corporation. They
took their assignments casu-
ally as if it is like running a
government department with
no qualms of conscience,
accountability and respon-
sibilities. Even the work
culture of the employees of
this Power Corporation is ex-
actly the same as that of the
government employees and
there were and are no signs at
all ofcorporate work culture
displayed by them.

Now, what is quite con-
cerning is that even after
having atechnocrat heading
the Corporation and all its
subsidiaries, if the employ-

defaulted on his work? Ex-
ample: aroad developing pot-
holes after the first summer
showers? Why have the roads
deteriorated so much under
this Government? What is the
status of the Dome crashing
report? How long does 1IT
Guwabhati need to examine
the reasons for the dome col-
lapse? Would an independent
agency have taken so long?
And why is the Opposition
not pushing the Government
to make public the reports
into the rice scam, the Smart
Meter scam and the Cherister
Thangkhiew investigation?

Lets come to the PHE De-
partment. What is the status of
the Jal Jeevan Mission? Will
the Minister - Renikton Lyn-
gdoh Tongkhar make public
as to how many households

in the whole State, out ofthe
total designated households,
have got piped water? A look
atthe profile o fthe PHE Min-
ister as published by National
Election Watch (NEW) gives
interesting details. He has
a total of 20 bank accounts
and 17 vehicles comprising
SUVs and trucks etc. It will
be interesting to see this
minister’s wealth ranking
in tfye next election when
NEW does anew set of data
compilation.

In comparison to Tong-
khar who has declared as-
sets of 7,41 crore with no
liabilities, Sniawbhalang
Dhar’s assets amount only
to Rs 6.41 crore and liabilities
of Rs 33 lakhs as on 2018.
Conrad Sangma had declared
assets 0fRs Rs 5.33 crore and
liabilities of Rs 1,58 crore.,
James Sangma was worth
more than his brother at Rs 7.
94 crore and liabilities of Rs
1.17 crore. It will be interest-
ing to see the assets added by
these individuals in 2023 that
is ifthey actually declare what
they own and have acquired in
these 53 months.

Going by the NEW data,
Metbah Lyngdoh is the rich-
est MLA with assets worth
87.26 crores and liabilities
of Rs 30.23 crore. In 2018,
Dasakhiatbha Lamare hat! as-
sets worth Rs 40 crore and no
liabilities. Dr Mukul Sangma
has assets worth Rs 13.59
crore and liabilities of Rs
78.90 lakh. Among Khasis if
we try to getto know all these

.details we would be called

“lomi” or someone minding
others business. But as voters
itis ourrightto know how our
MLASs have acquired wealth;
what businesses they do or if
there is a conflict of interests
somewhere. Unless we do
our homework we will miss
the woods for the trees and
come election time we will
vote the same old self-servjng
individuals.

ees do not cooperate with the
head and do not change their
attitudes, work culture and
mindset then the fear is that
the Corporation will not ex-
perience any drastic change
not only in work culture but
in its financial performance
because the ultimate goal
of MeECL is not only to
generate power, transmit it
and distribute power through
power distribution verticals
to consumers who need it but
to earn enough profits to be
able to sustain itself both in
the shortterm and long term.
But to meet these principal
objectives the Corporation
has to discharge its duties
responsibly, efficiently,
transparently and above all
effectively. As of today its
performance is woefully
wanting in many ways and
in fact this Corporation is
in a shambles because since
the time when it was a State
Electricity Board it has been
used by the powers that be
and by certain categories
of its employees as a milch
cow. Yes, it has enriched too
many but the price that the
State has to pay is very dear
and heavy till date.
Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Sr. Journalist,
Shillong-2.

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

MDCs and MPs

By Louis Pyngrope

It will not be long be-
fore the research agency
NITI Aayog will brand us
as people who da not know
how to elect representatives
in any election, whether to
the Legislative Assembly /
District Council / or Parlia-
ment as the way we elect
them is based only on the
personal, social relation-
ships. Ofcourse, this is also
an important criterion to
be considered while elect-
ing any representative, but
we are still missing other
important criteria in our
election like the choice of
the political party to which
they belong. This is very
important as the ruling party
matters whether at the state
or centre or even the district
councils. This is important
because the political party’s
policies and ideology are
clearly spelled out in the
manifestoes and it is manda-
tory for the party to function
in accordance with its stated
ideology and policies. This
is the only reason why we
have not gotthe government
which could deliver in the
last halfofa century.

Our leaders took advan-
tage of our simple minded-
ness by not showing their
willingness to make us read
seriously the manifestoes as
they fear that we will judge
their performances during
the term when they were
elected and then decide not
to re-elect the same for the
next term. The same ideol-
ogy goes to the party ruling
the state as people will get
the power to choose which

assembly, and at the same
time belonging to a political
party committed to public
service then we can expect a
change in governance. But,
if we fail to elect the right
candidates and get conned by
the same people then we will
experience misgovemance
and this will burden our state
with the Worst governance
in the country. Furthermore,
the absence of good legis-
lators compels the Union
Ministry to treat the resolu-
tion unanimously resolved
by the State Assembly as
unworthy of consideration,
hence no action was taken
on it ( ref: Implementation
of ILP and recognition of
Khasi and Garo languages
for their inclusion in the
eight schedule).

We have been seeinjg
moral corruption more than
our common perception of
financial corruption. We
will never be able to uproot
financial corruption unless
we first eliminate moral
coiruption. The first and the
foremost step for us to take is
to do away with the purchase
of votes by political parties
or by the candidate which
is an accepted practice in
Meghalaya, especially in
rural constituencies. These
types of candidates ruin
the prestige of our state by
promoting corruption at all
levels in the day to day func-
tioning of the government.
Ifsuch leaders are voted out
then good governance will
ensure that Meghalayans
enjoy peace and progress.

As education has not been

"“In the legislative assembly election
012023, we will simultaneously uproot
the criminalisatipn ofpolitics by not
accepting any purchase o fvotes, by any
political party dr candidate as it is
the main causefor the deterioration of
the quality ofthe legislators in our state
as observed in the present government.
Ifwe can, get rid ofall the presentsetof
legislators, we will be left with good
legislators who are also statesmen
and hopefully they will bringgood

governance to Our state.

party will be ruling next. As
ofnow, these ideologies and
principles are just written in
the manifestoes (without any
seriousness at all). They are
merely to fulfil the criteria
laid down by the Election
Commission. Ironically, the
same people we have elected
do not ~ ant us to read the
manifestoes seriously as it
had happened in the past. Let
us now be awakened by not
committing the same' mis-
take and put into practice this
actual method ofelecting our
representative from the next
Legislative Assembly elec-
tion of 2023 based on their
manifestos. .
In the legislative assem-
bly election 02023, we will
simultaneously uproot the.
criminalisation ofpolitics by
not accepting any purchase
of votes by any political
party or candidate as it is
the main cause for the de-
terioration of the quality of
the legislators in our state as
observed in the present gov-
ernment. Ifwe can getrid of
all the present set of legisla-
tors, we will be left with
good legislators who are
also statesmen and hopefully
they will bring good gover-
nance to our state. Our voters
are people having enough
wisdom and so they will
elect only real legislators
with statesmanship qualities
in them. Then only can we
say that we are free from
the businessmen who have
used politics in our state to
boost up their businesses as
we have experienced in the
past many years. If we elect
any candidate on the basis
ofeducational qualification,
statesmanship qualities and
the calibre to legislate in the

given priority by past gov-
ernments, our so-called lead-
ers, for theirvested interests,
have not made it compulsory
for the electorate to learnthe
pros and cons'of the system
we have adopted to elect the
leaders of our state. Now
is the opportunity for us to
practice the new system to
elect our good legislators as
leaders.

Last but not the least, |
would like to humbly request
the leaders with some well-
defined ideology, principles
and commitments for the
cause of the people to come
outand contest. Itistime for
us to understand and adopt
the new format of electing
our political leaders and leg-
islators where we can expect
health and education policies
to be implemented with a
provision to learn healthy
lifestyles right from the
primary level. This Should
become part of the school
syllabus. Furthermore,
awareness should be given
at the school level about the,
ill-effects of drug addiction
and its prevention.

These new legislators
may find that the knowledge
of elementary laws which
are applicable in our day
to day activities are also
very essential and hence the
same should be introduced
at different stages of our
education. If all these are
implemented; our children
will be considered to have
received a very good level
of education and hence be
given due weightage in dif-
ferent parts of the country
and the world.

(The writer is a retired
teacher ofLady Keane Col-



Ironing is a great diversionfrom the reality
you don'twanttoface”
Melissa McBride
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Union Ministers9visits to Meghalaya
IN 2015 the Modi-led ND A Government took an
important decision that Union ministers would
visit one of the eight north eastern states every
fortnight to ensure speedy implementation of
the Centre's social and economic programmes.
The tour programme was planned on the express
directions of Prime Minister Modi who has
taken pains to bring the region in to focus. Dur-
ing such visits the ministers don’t just confine
themselves to the state capitals but travel to the
villages and inform themselves of the ground
situation after interacting with communities
everywhere they go.

During these tours, the visiting ministers
review the implementation of central schemes
related to their respective departments apart
from taking part in important events in the
region. Unfortunately, the present Minister
for Coal and Mines, Pralhad Joshi has not yet
visited Meghalaya despite being questioned
twice over by none other than the BJP Rajya
Sabha MP, Rakesh Sinha, on the status of coal
mining in the State and providing answers that
are far from the truth. Several other ministers
in charge of other departments have visited
Meghalaya and met with communities. This is
something Creditable thatdie Modi Government
has initiated and it is hoped that the tradition
continues. In the past, Union Ministers would
only come on invitation as special guests and
hardly spent a day in the state. Now under the
.Modi governmentthese ministers have to spend
adequate time because they also monitor the
central schemes in a detailed manner and give
a report of their visits.

Rajya Sabha MP, Rakesh Sinhawho had ad-
opted Kongthong Village and has now extended
his reachto nearby villages has been mobilising
resources for developing tourismj z%nag health
care in Kongthong and the surrounding areas.
He travels to the village quite often to monitor
what’s happening there. On a single day Sinha
travelled from Kongthong to East Jaintia Hills
to meetwith die teacher and social entrepreneur,
Trinity Saioo who has mobilised the turmeric
farmers into progressive self help groups. The
BJP ministers and MPs have visited villages
that the local MLAs and MPs have not set foot
in. That’s the travesty of die so-called ‘elected
leaders’ of Meghalaya, many of whom do not
know their own state and nor do they understand
the problems faced by the destitute section that
have no access to healthcare and other basic
facilities. Union Minister for Tribal Affairs
and Water Resources, Bishweswar Tudu, a
tribal from Odisha is presently in Meghalayato
oversee the Jal Jeevan Mission. In the past no
monitoring was ever done of central schemes,
hence states defaulted on submission ofutilisa-
tion certificates. Central funds were not judi-
ciously used and money remained unutilised
and was returned to the Centre. It is precisely
to find out why schemes don’t take off or are
delayed, that the union ministers are visiting the
states regularly. %

be culturally assaulted) de-
scribing the so called Seven
Sister Falls as “also known
as the Noh- sngi -thiang or

An affront or
a promotion

Of tourism Mawsmai Falls , a seven
segmented water fall located
Editor, 1 kpi south of Mawsmai

A tourist from outside
Meghalaya was heard ask-
ing a tourist cab in Shillong
to take him to the “Seven
Sisters Falls”. | am now 74
years old, born and brought
up in Shillong and this was
die first time | ever heard of
such a tourist location here
inour state. Has Government
ofMeghalaya created an arti-
ficial touristspotwith seven
water falls? I was intrigued
to say the least. I checked
and was flabbergasted to
come across flamboyant In-
dian Tourism advertisements
on the net ( | deliberately
refrained from searching
what Meghalaya Tourism
had to say because of an
instinctive fear that I would

village in East Khasi Hills
district in the Indian state of
Meghalaya”.

“Also known” ! As
God is my witness the said
falls have always been
known as Noh- sngi -thiang
or Mawsmai falls and never
in my wildest dreams have
| ever thought that it would
be known otherwise. Now
please don’t get me wrong.
I have not the slightest in-
terest in promoting narrow
minded, insular, parochial
thinking, but I sincerely be-
lieve that a small gesture of
respect for local sentiments
are in order while attempting
to identify local places of
interest. Now will Noh-kali-
kai, Dain thlen, Mawlynnong

Meghalaya’s polit

The term ‘whataboutery
(which is commonly taken
as informal and wordplay)
is related to the more for-
mal phrase ‘what about’.
When ‘what about’ is used
in written and verbal com-
munication, it carries a lot of
significance. It has meaning
to the extent of being critical
of someone or something.
For example, when one says
‘what about the problem of
drugs in Shillong’, it high-
lights the gravity ofthe chal-
lenge with a directed question
on the addict, local gover-
nance, police, civil society,
state government, etc. The
question has to be answered
specifically by those knowl-
edgeable on the matter. It is
about fixing responsibility.
Someone is accountable for
a given situation and has to

Politics in Meghal

give answers.

On the contrary,
‘whataboutery™is the com-
plete opposite of ‘what
about’. It is about making
a mockery of a serious life
and death situation. This is
because whataboutery refers
to the dodging ofquestions
and difficult circumstances.
It involves escaping respon-
sibility and accountability. It
is about asking silly counter
questions instead of giving
directanswers. For example,
a student asks a teacher as
to how he/she can study
better; well, instead of giv-
ing a direct inspirational
answer the teacher instead
details into his/her eating and
sleeping habits. Even worse,-
whataboutery also involves
digging up the past of the
adversary simply to make
one’s point with no intention
of problem-solving. Today,
Meghalaya politics is all
about whataboutery.

The NPP likes to use a
term when faced with a dif-
ficult situation. In many quar-
ters it has become humorous
content. Itis called ‘examine/
examining’. If it is taken as
a classroom examination
then the NPP would be at it
forever without submitting
the answer script for evalua-
tion. Be it the shifting of the
residents from Them Metor
to a more suitable location,
coal mining dilly-dally on
rat holes and its alternative
means of extraction, ille-
gal extraction and transfer
of coal, making public of
the report on the death of

and perhaps even fascinating
Shnong Pdeng of Dawki
be renamed just because
such alterations sit easy on
non- Khasi tongues? Or is
Meghalaya simply trying to
be in vogue with the latest
nationalistic and patriotic
trend of changing even old
historic locales! Its idiotic
and sheer nonsense! | fail to
understand how Meghalaya
tourism simply went along
with this outrage nor am |
able to understand the people
of Sohraand Mawsmai, their
Rangbah Shnongs and the
Syiem of Sohra being so
tolerant into this intrusion on
their heritage sites.'My sin-
cere request is for the Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya and
its Tourism Department to
take immediate steps to cor-
rectthis cultural incursion on
our indigenous sensitivities.

Yours etc.,

Toki Blah,

Via email

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

Cheristerfield Thangkhiew,
corruption in MeECL, ILP
issue, inclusion of Khasi and
Garo languages in the 8th
Schedule, etc, the answer is
whataboutery. There is no
direct and specific response to
any ofthe questions raised. It
is all about buying time. Just
delay, cajole and ultimately
people will forget or become
indifferent. Public memory
is short and disillusionment
is easy to come by. The ILP
is an intriguing case. Now,
even the central government
is examining it. It is time for
the people to get a clear-cut
ahswer, be it a yes or a no.
This is because the longer the
delay, the more is the harm
along communal lines. The
recent cases of harassment

and violence by boys on two-
wheelers are a manifestation
of this delay. It is more of
a pressure tactic applied by
the pressure groups. With
growing indecision, come
increased instances ofintimi-
dation and violence.

The coalition partners in
the MDA government- have
turned into a spectacle! In
truth, they themselves arejust
spectators in the coalition.
Whatever is done by them has
to be vetted by CM Conrad

coalition partners not raising
awgqrd ofprotest? The MDA
government is being called a
liar. Itis a loaded term. Being
called so should have been a
reason for shame/concem.
But no, nothing seems to
matter. By all means, the
partners are more ofpassen-
gers. However, they do not
mind as their eyes are set on
legislative assembly election
2023. The UDP has gone to
the extent of saying that they
are viewing at leading a gov-
ernment post election. What
about the issues of today?
The partners themselves are
involved in whataboutery by
notraising questions. AH that
transpires are half-hearted
statements like ‘we have told
the government to check on

coal mining problems, etc’.
It is not good enough. Itis a
case of ‘you scratch my back
and | will scratch y.ours’. The
entire ruling dispensation is
involved in a fixed-light to
turn a blind eye to the ills
plaguing Meghalaya.
The'politics ofwhatabou-
tery.is common now. It is so
commonthatithasbecome a
norm. The ones atthe receiv-
ing end are the people. Factor
this; while the government is
involved in whataboutery it

“Thepolitics o fwhataboutery is common

now. It is so common that it has become

a norm. The ones at the receiving end are
the people. Factor this; while the government

is involved in whataboutery it is washing

away its hands o faccountability. On the

other hand, the people are observing all
happenings like some play to which they have

to applaud or at least comment.

Sangma and DCM Prestone
Tynsong. For example, in
the recent spate of teachers’
protests across SSA, Ad-Hoc
and contractual teachers,
why did Education Minister
Lahkmen Rymbui not take
the lead in negotiation and
problem-solving? Why was
he dodging the problem? In
the many cases of corruption
and distortion of facts like
the reply of Prahlad Joshi
(Union Minister of Coal,
etc) on coal extraction in
Rajya Sabha, why are the

Prevention is
better than
cure

Editor,

They say thatwhen people
are threatened with danger
they are most law-abiding
but when danger is absent
they act in a laissez faire
manner. News reports show
that the Covid pandemic is
far from over. Cases in some
states like in UP, Delhi and
elsewhere are rising rapidly
and exponentially. Talking
to some doctors in our city,
they all agree that Covid 19
is very much present with
us; only we are choosing to
ignore its presence. This is
definitely not a good policy
for the government to adopt.
Iftests are conducted in the
state, we would be surprised
to see thousands of cases. It
istrue that the symptoms are
mild and hospitalization is
minimal, but we are never

is washing away its hands of
accountability. On the other
hand, the people are observ-
ing all happenings like some
play to which they have to
applaud or at least comment.
The crux of the issue dies
without any discourses on
the details of it and how it
impacts upon lives. News
is bombarded every day. Its
frequency and quantum is
too much for analysis. Alas,
we just witness whatabou-
tery around instances where
TMC asks MDA about the

sure of the virus’ potential
to mutate further. God forbid
it from happening or else we
could be in another health
emergency. It is a matter of
concern to see people today
roaming freely without face
masks and withoutworrying
about social distancing.

In commercial centres
like lewduh, Police Bazaar,
Polo and other places, it is
appalling to witness throngs
ofpeople rubbing shoulders
with each other and hardly
anyone with a face mask.
Many right thinking people
are of the opinion that the
government should not take
things lightly after we have
had such a-terrible expe-
rience in 2020 and 2021.
Of course a measure like
lockdown is absolutely out
of place, but certain basic
Covid protocols should be
re-imposed at the earliest.
Perhaps .Covid test for visi-
tors from outside the state
should be re-introduced.
The three important Covid

Ica

hurriedness of solving the
Meghalaya-Assam boundary
issue. Well, instead of giving
a genuine answer; the MDA
simply says ‘What did you
dowhenyouwere CM Mukul
Sangma’. The result is that a
fruitful debate on the entire
issue is lost in the silliness of
whataboutery. This whatabou-
tery ofthe politicians is a can-
cer for the people. It is time
that the people see through
this facade and ask specific
questions from the politicians.
Do not let then; go till a spe-
cific answer is received. The
electioneering campaigning
starts soon, this is the right
time to enforce it.

There aretwo tenable ways
of challenging whataboutery.
First, the election manifesto.
Ittells the electorate what the
party.will do once it comes
vern, A person quipped

aya

that an election manifesto is
good only as toilet paper. But
maybe, it is time to change
the narrative. This can be,
done by mentioning more
than promises in a manifesto.

A party would do well to give
specific strategies on how to
solve problems ofunemploy-
ment, infrastructure building,

law and order, etc. There must
be no dodging or deceiving

arguments. Second, conduct
openplatform debates. In Me-
ghalaya, we.hardly have open
platform debates in the con-
stituencies. All that is done is
campaigning. Theresponsible

citizens ofevery constituency
should come forward and

hold debates to be attended by

all the contesting candidates.

This is primarily where we

can segregate the wheat from

the chaff. The intention and

Strategies ofthe candidate can

be assessed by the people. It
helps in selecting a candidate

come voting day. But factor
this; since most ofthe Dorbar
Shnong are affiliated and sup-

portive of one candidate Orthe

other, itwould be wise forthe

,debates to be conducted by

independent citizens with no

affiliation to any party.

In the end, whataboutery
today is conveniently hidden
behind the veil of'democracy.
When it is done, everything
seems hunky-dory. In truth,
whataboutery is a game the
politicians play at the cost of
the people. Wake up and smell
the coffee!

(The writer teaches at
NEHU; Email - benjami-
n21lin@yahoo. co.in)

behaviors, namely, sanitizing
hands, use of face inasks and
maintaining social distance,
should become obligatory at
the earliest. Another measure
the government needs to take
is to restrict mass gather-
ing of people, keeping in
mind thatthis virus is spread
through aerosols. We are
dealing with a highly trans-
missible virus and so mass
gatherings of people could
easily turn into super spread-
ers. We hope the government
will consider people’s safety
more important than eco-
nomics. It is not advisable
to indulge ih damage control
rather let us prevent tragedy
before it happens.
Yours etc.,
Barnes Mawrie,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

I Let there be true and

authentic celebration
ofIndependence

By l). V.

India is celebrating 75
years of independence and
rightly so. Independence day
constitutes amomentous day
in the life of a nation. It
represents the possibility of
fulfilling hopes and aspira- ®
tions of billions of people
andtherefore itis something
one cherishes and emotional-
ly becomes attached to. True
and authentic celebration
of independence day actu-
ally involves celebrating the
fundamental values which
guided the freedom struggle
that led to independence in
1947. One needs to reaffirm
the values which were in
the forefront of our freedom
struggle inthe process ofcel-
ebrating independence day.
Otherwise it would be an
empty celebration. Carrying
tiranga and chanting slogans
may be part of an officious
definition of celebration of
independence but that would

be only symbolic in nature.
Real celebration ofindepen-
dence calls for celebrationof
those values which guided
our freedom struggle.

What were those values
which guided our struggle
against colonialism which
need to be reaffirmed on
the occasion of 75 years of
independence? These values
are democracy, secularism,
pluralism and respect for
the dignity of the other. It
needs to be recalled that our
national movement was not a
homogenous and monolithic
movement. It had multiple
currents, thought processes
and different narratives vied
for their spade within the
freedom movement. There
was Gandhi , the biggest
and the tallest nationalist
among them for whom the
goal of total independence
was non-negotiable. At the
same time, he was quite
disturbed by the kind of de-
structive nationalist passions
that Europe saw and called
for anationalism which was
based on democracy and
respect for each other. In
his own words, ‘it is not na-
tionalism that is evil, it is the
narrowness, selfishness and
exclusives which is the bane
of modem nations which is
the evil’. It is this enlight-
ened understanding ofwhat
nationalism should mean
which made him lead the
most non-violent and peace-
ful anti-colonial struggle.
Then we had Ambedkar for
whom political democracy
would be ‘incomplete with-
out social democracy. The
startling socio-economic
disparities and the subjuga-
tion and marginalisation of
a large section of the soci-
ety, that is, Dalits needed
to fight against at the same
time as the fight against
the oppressive colonial rule -
was happening. He argued
that independence would
not mean much for those
who were on the margins
of society and even if one
achieved independence for
the country, it would mean
freedom only for the pow-
erful and dominant sections
ofthe society. Real freedom
should include removal of

Kumar

stark socio-economic dispar-
ities and different forms of
oppression. He emerged as
the most authentic voice of
the oppressed section of the
society. There were serious
arguments between Gandhi
and Ambedkar. over 'what
should demand their atten-
tion-the political question of
independence or the socio-
cultural issue of emancipa-
tion of dalits. But they had.
the sagacity and maturity to
engage with each other de-
spite such sharp differences
inthe larger interest of India.
Then there was Nehru who
had sharp differences with
Gandhi over the question of
large scale industrialisation
of India. He had immense
faith in the ability ofthe big
industry to solve the massive
problems that Indiawas fac-
ing but Gandhi reposed faith
in the small scale sector and

village economy. In fact,
Nehru had;a problematic
relation with the very idea
of nationalism especially
because of what happened
in Europe in the name of
nationalism. Bui; at the same
time, he saw a great need to
fight for independence from
the British under the inexo-
rable influence of Gandhi.
The revolutionary ideas of
Bhagat Singh and Subhas
Chandra Bose, which cre-
ated a sense of discomfort
for Gandhi, competed for
space within the national-
ist struggle. Bhagat Singh
was aware of the contradic-
tions in the society which
undermined the nationalist
struggle. The caste system,
untouchability and commu-
nalism posed a great threat
to the success ofthe national
movement. He felt that un-
less these were tackled ef-
fectively, the possibility of
achieving truly democratic
and free India was greatly
compromised.

As one can see that there
were critical differences
among all those mentioned
above but they had a great
respect for each other and
none of them accused the
other of being anti-national
and unpatriotic. What is
that which was common to
them because of which they
were able to work together
and respect each other. It
was their immense faith
in the fundamental values
of human existence, that
is, secularism, democracy,
pluralism and respect for
the dignity of the other.
Without these values guiding
them, they would have found
themselves at loggerheads
with each other and unable
to launch a concerted attack
on British colonial rule.

Therefore today when we
are celebrating 75 years of
independence, let us not lose
sight of these fundamental
values which,guided our
freedom struggle. The very
essence of independence
would be lost if we do not
respect and uphold these
values.

(D. V. Kumar is Professor,
Dept of Sociology, NEHU,
Shillong)
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Hwe myths about partition of India

ugust 15, 2022 marks 75 years since the
partition of the Indian subcontinent. British
withdrawal from the region prompted the

creation of two new states, India and Pakistan..

The process of transferring power grossly simpli-
fied'diverse societies to make it seem like dividing
social groups and drawing new borders was logical
and even possible. This decision unleashed one of
the biggest human migrations of the 20th century
when more than ten million people fled across bor-
ders seeking safe refuge.

Anniversaries can be a critical moment to pause
and reflect on the passage of time, and reexamine
history. Partition is widely seen as the outcpme of
seemingly irreconcilable differences and inherent
religious tension in south Asia. Three-quarters of
a century later it’s time to reassess some of the
established historical accounts.

Myths have been established around this history
based on false assumptions. Here we examine five
of them:

MYTH 1. THE MAIN AIM WAS TO
RESOLVE RELIGIOUS DIFFERENCES

Popular accounts of partition reproduce the Brit-
ish colonial state’s simplistic view of south Asian
society just in terms of religious categories - with
Hindu and Muslim identities as the biggest groups.
Over the decades scholarship has shown that reli-
gious difference doesn’t explain partition.

Simplistic religious categories in most analyses
of partition fail to sufficiently understand complex
social and political issues that shape south Asian
societies. Partition pushed people.to identify as a
particular religion, and even to migrate, based on
that identity.

Greater focus on. oral histories and personal
experiences of partition have highlightedjiow this
action did less to provide a political solution than
to impose new divides around national and reli-
gious lines.

It ignores huge variation’of practices and identi-
ties within and across different groups in British
India by assuming there was conflict based on re-
ligion. Shared cultures based on common language,
literature, music and regional and local traditions
challenge this.

The tendency to frame partition in binary Hindu
vs Muslim terms has helped to shape the rise ofre-
ligious majoritarianisin in post-colonial south Asia,
which is based on a constructed, even mythical idea
of a majority which makes the rules for everyone,
and which can most overtly be seen in the vision
of a Hindu nation being advanced by the current
government in India.

MYTH 2: PARTITION VIOLENCE
WAS SPONTANEOUS

British officials and nationalist leaders saw
the violence of this period as the response of an
irrational, religious society to complex, political
negotiations. But there is substantial evidence to
show that the violence of partition was not spon-
taneous. The violence of 1947 was deeply shaped
by earlier colonial, policies emphasising separate
religious communities and cultivating some groups
over bthers.

One example of this was the idea of “martial
races” who were recruited for the police and army
and given land allocations in return for their loyalty
to the British Raj. The idea ofthe martial races was
developed after, the uprising of 1857 to identify
certain certain communities who were considered
ideal for military recruitment based on their ethnic-
ity and hypermasculinity and, above all, loyalty to
the British state. Sikhs, Jats, Punjabi Muslims and

Gurkhas were all celebrated “martial races”.

The violence of 1947 saw men attack one another
and also women. Women-of other communities
were raped and killed and some men Kkilled their
own female relatives in the name of “purity” and
“honour”, especially in Punjab which was home
tp many “martial races”. Described by scholars as
“genocidal”, the violence in Punjab was shaped
by similar notions of racial purity and aggressive
masculinity that had underpinned imperial recruit-
ing policies for years.

MYTH 3: PARTITION WAS THE OUTCOME
OF LONG-TERM PLANNING

Calls for the_.creation of separate states, which
came to the fore in 1947, had mixed and uneven
support, including Within the Muslim political
leadership. But these ideas did not set out how, or
when, such states would be created or where their
borders would be drawn. Up until late i946 the
British government was very reluctant to support
~division of the subcontinent. .

The British had planned to transfer power in 1948
but in February 1947 it was.announced that Louis
Mountbatten would replace Lord Archibald Wavell
as viceroy, the British government’s representative
in India, and would transfer power by August 1947.
On June 3 1947 Mountbatten, with Mohammad Ali
Jinnah and Jawaharlal Nehru (the respective leaders
of the two main pre-independence political parties,

the Muslim League and Indian.National Congress),
announced thatlhe subcontinent would be divided
just nine weeks later.

Between June and August political leaders and
their lawyers jockeyed to establish borders that ran
through the provinces of Punjab and Bengal. These
discussions were overseen by Cyril Radcliffe, a
British lawyer who had never visited India. He was
given only five weeks to decide the border. While
calls for the creation of a new Muslim state had
been framed around religious representation, the
legal negotiations of the Boundary Commission
focused heavily on securing natural resources and
ensuring state security.

The final borders, of the new states of India and
Pakistan were announced on August 17 1947—two
days after independence. Much of the violence is
attributed to the haphazard communication of the
high politics of partition~to wider society, and the
unnecessary speed with which the process'was
carried out.

MYTH 4: ALL OF INDIA WAS
UNDER BRITISH RULE

One-third of India was never under formal British
rule but comprised more than 550 princely states.
The British government had different constitutional
and diplomatic arrangements with these states, all
of which required legal negotiation when {he Brit-
ish ceded power. )

Kashmir was one of theMeprincely states. The.
maharaja, Sir Hari Singh, signed an Instrument"of
Accession to place the state under Indian goveCHr
ment rule in October 1947 even though the
Security Council called for a referendum in 1948:
This has never been held - and Kashmir’s status aiuj
sovereignty m relation to India and Pakistan has
been a source of conflict and unrest ever since. * -

The western coastal areas of Goa, Daman and
Diu were under Portuguese control until 1961 and
the south Indian region of Pondicherry/Puduchefry
was under French colonial rule until 1954.

MYTH 5: PARTITION HAD PURELY *
REGIONAL REPERCUSSIONS

Estimates of people whomigrated across- the-
borders created in 1947 range between 10 million
and 17.5 million. Many people from areas directly
affected by partition violence, and the insecurities
that followed from it, have also migrated beyond
south Asia to other parts of the world.

Communities from Punjab, Sindh, Kashmir, and
Sylhet form sizeable and significant communities

/in th~ UK> Canada, the US, and beyond. This is
another reminder of the ongoing repercussions and
legacies of Colonialism.

In spite of the divisions of partition, diaspora
communities can be found living alongside one
another in different parts of the world. ?

(The Conversatio'n

A Jumbo affair: Protecting India’s elephants

he 2017 wildlife census

indicated that India had just

27,000 elephants across 23
states. This was a surprisingly
low number considering over 60
per cent of the Asian elephant
population is supposed to be in
India.

On the occasion of World EI-
ephant Day, CEO of Grow-Tree”.
com, Bikrant Tiwary observes,
"As per the data provided by the
Union Ministry of Environment
as many as 1160 elephants were
killed between 2010 and 2020,
and elephant numbers continue to
dwindle despite the fact that they
are revered in India."

Bikrant believes rampant
poaching, human-animal conflict,
and shrinking natural habitats
must be addressed urgently and
this is why Grow-Trees.com has
initiated plantation initiatives to
preserve elephant habitats and
expand the elephant corridor that
extends from Odisha to West Ben-
gal and crosses the Dalma Wild-
life Sanctuary in Jharkhand.

Do not geotag elephant photos
on social media: Says Bikrant,
"W henever we are amid wild-
life, the first instinct is to click
pictures but whenever we post a
photo on Facebook, Twitter, or
Instagram, and use a geotag op-
tion to reveal the GPS location

nearly complete prohibition ?n
the import, export, and trade of
goods made from elephant ivcfipji.;
This was a crucial move becatise
it is estimated that over 2fl,tt$0
elephants are killed each yeai;to
meet the demand for ivory.

Observes Bikrant "Despite In-
dia's 1976 ban on the import and
export of ivory, illegal poaching
of elephants is nevertheless comi-
mon. The strong demand for Asian
elephant tusks puts these animals
in danger and leads to an imbal-
ance in the nuifiber of male aijd
female elephants in Asia. lvory,
is still used to make artefacts,
jewellery, dominoes, fans, piano
keys, and other items. This is why
it is crucial that we permanently
stop using ivory goods.”

Choose ethical tours: A 2M7
study by World Animal Protection
stated that as many as 3000 el-
ephants were held captive across
Asia and were denied enough food
and water.

e Says Bikrant, "Often baby
elephants are taken away from
their mothers to provide joy rides
to tourists. If you love wildlife
safaris, make sure you choose
one which doesn't disturb or harm
animals or biodiversity. Offering
bananas and coconut leaves to
elephants is also not a good idea
as it familiarises them to humans.
This maiy lead them into heavily

of where the image was clicked,
we literally invite poachers to
track and hunt down endangered
elephants, tigers and other spe-
cies that may be on the verge of
extinction."

He suggests that as a precau-
tionary measure, we should turn
offthe GPS on our phone and not
mention the name of the wildlife

sanctuary where an animal was
spotted, and just refer to the
region in question, in a general
way.

Choose elephant friendly cof-
fee: In Elephants in the Coffee,
an award-winning documentary,
Bikrant discusses the escalating

conflict between elephant popula-
tions and coffee growers in Kar-
nataka, where more than 70 per
cent of Indians coffee is produced.
According to Bikrant, while en-
joying our favourite beverage, we
might not be aware that we may
have indirectly contributed to the
eviction of elephants from their

natural habitat.

He continues, "Cardamom,
ginger, vanilla, and other spices
found in coffee plantations also
attract animals that feed on veg-
etation, and when elephants en-
croach on plantations, a human-
elephant conflict can quickly
spiral out of control. Make careful

to buy coffee from a company that
has received Fair Trade certifica-
tion from the Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC). The management
of the plantations was confirmed
by an FSC accreditation."

Refuse and reject ivory prod-
ucts: The UK recently placed a

populated areas where a conflict
with humans may become inevi-
table. Please behave responsibly
around wild animals and before
finalising a tour operator, check
their websites to see if they fol-
low wildlife and environmental
conservation policies and are
ethical. " (IANSlife) . . 'm
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Future perfect for
luxury consum ption

By Rohan Sharma

he luxury industry is often defined by opu-

lent and elite consumption habits. People in

emerging markets, however, are changing
their buying habits, and this has implications for
the luxury market. In todays world, more people
have access to information than ever before and
they somewhere become non-rational consumers.
This means that, consumers these days have a high
influence by social media, social influencers, celeb-
rities, or some other direct or indirect promotions
of the products or services making an individual a
non-rational consumer.

A non-rational consumer will always act without
any reason or logic in its purchasing behaviour
including financial interest. As per several pieces
of research, it is visible that younger generations

(i.e. Gen Z) are moi®e exposed to such topics and
they are more tend to end up buying more luxury
consumables. These audiences had to be born be-
tween 1997 to 2003. A large chunk of this gen use
to treat themselves with luxury goods & also often
seen to gift to others. As a result, there is now a
general distrust of luxury companies among millen-
nials and these attitudes will continue to reshape
how consumers view brands moving forward. This
article highlights trends in the Indian luxury market
and how they will shape the future of consumption
in this sector.

The Indian luxury market is expected to grow
by 10 per cent over the next five years. In the last
couple of years, only the Indian luxury market
has performed better than someone had expected.
During the pandemic time, India was witnessing
very easy, slow & sustainable growth. It is also

‘Star- Gazing’

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Moonisforminganangleof150 degreeswith Sunonyoursolarreturnchartanditwillgive
favaabte results.YouwSgoonatraveltrip retatedtoyourworkand business. Youwillalso
getinvolved in new ventures and projects. You wiJ have to take a loan for chidren's
education, studtes, marriage etc. which you w Il pay in installments gradually. Butit will
notputmuchpressureonyouasyouwHhave continuousflow ofmoney. Yourincomewill
beiDod. Marriageofafamilymemberwil getfixed. Youwillshare goodequationwithyour
tamiy members. Youw# havetrustinyourowncapabiltesandwillsetthe goalandmove
forwardin goalsettingdirection. Thoughforsomesubjectstherewill bea hollowingfeeling
Inyowirtnd. Youw ibeonthetop infinaocialprojectsandachievements. Intotalityavery
fru#fultime period. Youw» able to materialize allthatyou have envisaged.
Aries;(March21-April20) *
Itis goingto beasuecessfuiweekonthewhole. Y ourliberalandflexible
attitudewillhelpyoumaintainyourdorrananceinyourworkfieM.W ort
done by youw## be fully successful andwill win you lot of praise from
others. Youwillbe onthe moveand meetalotofpeople. There canbe
meetings, travels and contracts with regard to work. You will get
beneficial results later on. You willalso notinterfere in affairs of other
people as you do not want any unnecessary criticism. You will also
enjoy wonderful bonding with your partner/spouse. You will also pay
attention to your household affairs. You will be busy in shopping and
> buyrgnewsitemsforyourhome.Y ouwillbebusyinmakingprepara-
tions forfestivals atyourhome. Studentswill getsuccess in interview/
exams.
Taurus: (April21-May21)
Itis goingtoM aweekwhichwillbringchangesinyourpersonality and
altitude. Youwillgetnewjob/business offers. Yourtime wil be spentin
business activities'and professional engagements. You will have
» moneta*gains.AllyourptanswSImoveinthedirectionolfmctification.
\ YourpendingwokwW gatherspeed. Yourlife wiHgatherspeed. Your
iew B onceagain be backontrack. Youwillalso perform noble deeds.
Th e re Witbeanincrease inyourprestigeandname. Youwillalsocome
* closerto your mate. The atmosphere athome will be peaceful. Auspi-
ciousfunctionswillalsotake place atyourhome. Romancewith partner
will deepen. In money related matteis you will move forward with
inteligenceand clevemess. Youwill be full ofenthusiasm andenergy.
vou Willmate plansforthefuture. Therewillbe praisefromallquarters.
Gemini: (May22-June 21) . . b ’ .
Itfeagreatperiodformentalpeaceandbliss. Youwilremain grounded
and realistic. Youwill notletyouregocomein betweenyourcareerand
personal gains. Youwill keepthingstoyourselfand nottalkaboutyour
plans with anyone. Butthis win pay you in the long run very well. You
willenjoy good health. Yourachievements in the financialfield will be
great You will also make plans of going out somewhere with your
> family. vou will getto team a lotfrom your experience. You will move
forwardtoo.Newjobt>usines8offerswillkeepcoming. Withyourliberal
and positive attitude you willbe successfulin wining over yourfriends.
« A dispute in the neighborhood will get resolved. Those who are in
media and social work will shine. Some pleasantnewswill be
received from a relative. You will meeta famous personality too. Your
time wiH be spent In joy, laughter and amusement with your family
members. You will also read some inspiring and knowledge giving
literature. You willfeel enlightened.

Cancer (June to”  "ock ofthe things and review your priorities. The tide
won'tbe favorableto beginwith. Yourincomewillbe good butyoursky
rocketing expenses may putyou in a financial crunch, forcing you to
evenincuraloan.-Hence, youneedtobecareful. Duetoyourpoorhealth
you may postpone your social commitments. Butby the middie ofthe
weekvouwillbe in command ofthe situation. Yourworkwill startto get
completed and you willfeel a lot more relaxed and confident You will
get success in love matters. Husband and wife will enjoy better
Understanding. Guests maycomeandyouwilltreatthemquite lavishly.
v ou may getan exhilarating newsfrom yow progeny.

Leo: (July23-Augutf2 3 )» ~  awajts you ahead. Youwill be enjoying afavorable
ohase in yourlife. Youwill neverbe shortoffunds andmoneywill keep
coming Yourenemieewillalsonotbe ableto stand beforeyou. Youwli
also bring agood nameforyourfamily. Yourefforts and hard work wiH
giveyougood results. Butthe pressure ofworkwill be toomuch. Butyou
willmanage itwell. Youwil remain busyand willnotbe ableto give time
toyourfam fly. Yourpaitnerwillnotbe happywithit Youneedto balance
.___nmuH it\ INNlr at trruir famin/ affairs t(V), Thof6 C8TI bfi 3
discussions orargument in your family. But you will avoid it. A family
function will also take place. You will be pleased and happy in the
company of yourfriends.

T
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2AMAym atte re w illbesolvedwith ease. Suddenlyyournameand
fame willrise. YouwWbecome very popularamongstyourcolleagues.
Those whoare in business in partnership or association will getgains
and profits Your financial status will be stable. Your enemies and
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opponents will be active but unable to harm you. You will get lot of
success in matters like job, business and investments. Youwittbefull
of energy and excitement. Youwill enjoy wonderful bonding with your
mate. The hushand and wife will understand the needs, feelings and
aspirations of each other's well. You will also meetan inspirational or
influentialperson. He/she will helpyouto rise in yourwork. Youcanfall
in love with someone special. You will be successful in your love
relations. Yourdecisions will prove to be correct,
Libra: (September23-Ubra23)

Allgoodthingswill happentoyouthisweek. Thestarofyourdestinywill
onceagain shine andyourstrucktaskswillgathermomentum. Income
will rise. Youwill have gains from investments you made in thepast.
Newjob/business offerstoowillcome. Yourworkwill beappreciatedso
your seff-confidence will increase. You will get success in love and
romance. Youwillalsogetblessingsofyourelders. Yourfaithingodwil
helpyouin overcomingall problems. Yourwife/hosbandwill proveto be
asourceofstrength. NewcontactswMbemadeinyourbusinessorjob.
Youwill notwaste yourtime on uselessthings. Youwilimplementnew
strategy and because ofwhich youwill meetan influential person. And

Scorpio: (October24-NoveDTher22)

+ m Thisisafavorabletimeperiodfbryou.Youwilmoveaheadorithepath
to success. Youwillalso havefinancialgains. Yourgrowthin business
isgoingtobegood.Y ouwillputyourbesteffortsrealizihgyourdreams
and you will get positive results for it. Good news will come from
somewhere. Timewillbepeaceful.Y ouwillalsotravelwithyourfamily
on atravel destination forfun and relaxation. You will planwell before

doing any.woik. You will get success in property deals. Time will be
spentworiderfully. Therewill betoo much 6ffun and meniment. Donot
lend money to anyone. You will be successful in finding a solution to
several problems with yourintelligence and wisdom.
Sagitarius:(November23-December23) .
Yo(iwill have peace of mind. You will march ahead in your profession
and outshine one and all. Moneyand wealth willkeep coming. Youwill
also explore additional sources of income.. Friendly and attentve
behavior will take you ahead. You willtake part Inthe work of social
# weifare. Youwill also enjoyawonderful love life‘and getsuccessin love
matters. Youwillalso spendquality imewithyourfamilyandplanto go
ashorttripfor relaxation andfun. YouwiObe promoted in yourjob. You
willalso like to gettransferred to be a place ofyourchoice. You willbe
able to bring changes in your personality. You will also be admired all
around. Yourinteligentinvestmentcanbebenefksialforthefuture.
Capricom: (December22-January20)
Time is changingfastand you will have good daysto enjoy. Youwill do
something which will bringyou lotof name andfame. Some people wil
challenge your authority butwill be unable to do anything. You will be
targeted purposely butyouwill notbe humiliatedorpushedtocomer. Nor
yourworkwill getstruck. Youwill be the winner. Money and wealth will
keepcoming. Youwil have wonderful bonding withyourmate. Youwil
enjoyconfidenceofyourfamilymembers.Studentswillgetsuccessin
examsMerview. Yourchoice ofworkwill be completed. Ifyou decide
to marry a person of yourliking, itwill beworth it. Y ourfamily members
will give full support. You can start a new job/business. If you are
working inthe public relation, it will tum up faster.
Aquar(us:(January2t-February18) -
lisgoingtobeagainfulandproductivBweek. Youwilfeelpeacefulan
relaxed. You willeam more profitfrom little work. Income.will be good.
Youcanalsomovetoanewlocality ofyourchoice. Thisisthe rightime
totakeadvantageofthehardworkofthepast.Y ouwilfeelrelaxed.Y ou
cangetpromotion, allowance, incehtivestoo. Workonland or property
will begin. You will buy newthings. The behaviorwill be pleasantInthe
neighborhood. The plansforthe auspicious programwill be made. You
will bevery happy. Makehomea houseforpeace, joyandbliss. Youwil
give lot of importance to your family. You will not trust everyone in
financial matters. You need to explore the significance of lif* within.
Pisces: (February 19 -March 20)
There are possibiliies of big financial gains this weekforyou. You will
make new investments too. Income will be good. You will also plan to
buy a new properly or vehicle. Those looking for job will get success
afterall. You will enjoy wonderful bonding with your spouse. You wil
also getthe supportofyour better half. Favorable response will be for
unmarried people. Youwill be busyinthe preparationofanyfestival. You
will be also having hold on your society. In family, there will be good
relations between motherand daughter. Also yourwife andsister. You
will helpthosewho are old and needy. Youwill be able to connectwith
thematanemotional level. Therewillbechange incircumstances. You
will prosper and be happy. Youwill getlotof name, famearid prestige.

projected that the Indian luxury sector to surpass
$200 billion by 2030. As per Statista, in 2021 Indian
luxury goods market amounted to $5.94 billion and
expected growth of 8.03 per cent annually. This will
make it the only major 1st tier region in the country
like Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, jetc.
where luxury sales are highest & also reaching the
other small regions gradually. As a result, there is
great potential for luxury brands.

Several reasons can be stated behind this expan-
sion:

One is that India is one of the biggest develop-
ing nations in the entire world & factors include
Policy reforms, economic development, Internet
penetration, and India's several growing populations
majorly growth of the middle class.

Another is that wealthy Indians are becoming
more brand-loyal. And lastly," more luxury compa-
nies are investing in the Indian market.

And one reason for this is that more Indians will
be able to afford luxury goods. While luxury brands
like Louis Vuitton and Gucci once catered to the
top 1per cent of Indians, they are now increasingly
aiming to attract a wider audience. Companies like
LV are producing cheaper lines, like their "Tote"
bag, which costs around $500. What's more, they are
partnering with local textile manufacturers to make
their products even more affordable. This is because
luxury brands are now aware that the future of the
industry lies in expanding their customer base.

Another major trend in the Indian luxury market
is the rise of online platforms for selling and buying
luxury goods. Furthermore, this is expected to grow
in the future as India is one of the fastest-growing
online markets in the world.: India's e-commerce

Conffidence: Arewe homwith

' By Neeraj Malik

ontrary to what many industry experts,
courses, programmes, workshops, and train-
ing sessions would have you believe, | firmly
believe that everyone is born with the level of
confidence they require to live out their life, their
purpose, and their journey.
Let me ask you - Have you ever really noticed
a child? When a baby is born he's free and full of
confidence. The baby is confident, when he/she
cries for milk, it appears, when he poops, someone
appears to clean it up. Have you noticed a toddler,
how confident a child is about what Jie
wants, and how he clearly communi
cates without prejudice or hesita-
tion? Almost till the age of 6-10
years, there is an abundance
of self-confidence and ef-
fectiveness in communi-
cation.
Post that age, we
start gathering the
baggage of life -
every time some-
one says "Are
you sure?", "Work
hard so you don't
fail", "You should
not fail!", "A lot
depends upon
you!". We feel
the fear of fail-
ing and slowly
start to resist
taking on big
challenges so as
not to face that
fear. Over time
(years) even though
people outside may
stop saying it, our
mind remembers all
the times we failed in
something & slowly the
self-doubt starts to add
layers over and over; Now a
confident, outspoken and fully
self-expressed child slowly starts
to doubt & second guess himself.
We are filled with experiences of fail-
ures, rejections and belief in our incompetency.
And as there is a need for confidence in the market,
and different industries, we are always looking to
collect news, and education, we put up a facade
of false self-confidence & project it to the world,
hoping no one would find out.
However, inside there is a huge conflict between
what we are really feeling and what we are pretend-
ing to be so that we may be accepted, acknowledged

market is expected to reach $70 billion by 202t.
Consumers are also, embracing online shopping in
a big way, particularly urban millennials. In 2017,
online sales in India were worth $30.billion. This
can double by 2023. -

In 2022 and beyond, we have to leave the tradi-
tional way of marketing luxury products. The luxury
market is volatile and fragmented. Consumers have
dynamic habits of spending. Consumers spend to
buy luxury consumables for numerous reasons; ma-
jorly all of them are'linked to the strong emotions'
derived that we used to attach to the purchase of
precious material. Whether or not a buyer is inap-
propriate financial stability that permits them to be
capable to buy expensive items, they may pick to
purchase it anyhow to achieve a certain feeling&
the more they used to feel this sense of achievement
or satisfaction in buying the luxury consumables it
always results in the positive note for the brands.

Brands are also very much aware of the psy-
chological behaviour oftheir potential customers.
As per the data, several brands use psychological
techniques to make sure their consumers also get
themselves the same amount of satisfaction & pride
with the purchase of such products & services. With
the growth in the income of people & the increase
in the market over the following 10 years, the por-
tion is very much ready to see positive development
through the monetary turij of events, more note-
worthy connectedness, and strategy changes, all of
which will offer plenty of chances for extravagance
organisations to serve youthful, prosperous, associ-
ated, and certain Indian purchasers.

(The author is the CEO & MD, ofRK Jewellers-
South Ex2)
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& appreciated. Over time this gap continues to eat
us inside, like atermite; and increase the experi-
ence of something lacking.

Time and again it has been proved that potential
is never an issue with human beings, we can achieve
whatever we believe - but most of us carry a lot
of unconscious beliefs in our failures, our rejec-
tions & our lack of sucpess. We are settled in our
lack but not in our ability to create, to be bigger,
to be tougher® more powerful, or beautiful. The
more pressure we apply to be confident and self-
assured, the more the absence of it'shows up. What
we resist, persists. We resist failure, un-surety, and

lack of confidence and that is what we
Continuously and ongoingly attract
in our life.
Over time the amount of
pressure and fear that we
carry increases to a tre-
mendous amount - the
pressure that no one
should find out about
the lack of self-confi-
dence and that slow-
ly starts to effects
our communica-
tion our perfor-
mance and over-
all self-esteem.
When someone
says you are
confident, you
feel validated.
It is like what
you are trying
to prove has
been aece'pted.
J You've won! But
/ that confidence
j is very short-lived
/ and we need to put

e a lot of pressure on
ourselves to perform
every time.
To access that inher-
ent and inborn self-con-
fidence, instead of adding
anything new, acquiring any
new knowledge or training, or at-
tending a workshop, we need to work
on removing the years of conditioning.
We need to work on removing those old limiting
beliefs that are not serving us - beliefs that limit us
and hold us back from living our truest potential.
We need to break through the years of layering
of self-doubt, judgment, and fear of failure and
reconnect back to that confidence that is already
there inside us all.
(The author is an Emotional Wellness Coach

and Mind Healer)




“Aging has a wonderful beauty and
we should have respectfor that
—Eartha Kitt
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Time to cheer

THE nation has risen like a colossus to celebrate
the 75th Year of Independence and there’s cause
for a lot of cheer. India marks the spectacular
anniversary with a sense of great confidence as
it passes through a season of peace, tranquility
and slow but steady economic progress. The
favourable situations punctuated by political
stability provided by the eight years of rule by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the overall
sense o fconfidence in his leadership as reflected
in recent opinion polls are good signs. This is
time to repose faith in the nation’s leadership
to take India forward with a renewed sense of
dedication to the collective causes of a people,
to uplift its disadvantaged sections not just out
of poverty but also by giving them the oppor-
tunities to strengthen themselves, which is*the
way to further strengthen the nation itself. The
demographic dividend, of a population of 1.4
billion with the largest mass of youth, is what
makes India special. Even China has an ageing
population due to its hard-edged birth control
policy that has of late been relaxed.

The British ruled India via Direct Rule from
Great Britain only for around 90 years - from
1858 to 1947. Independent Indiaunder desi rule
is edging close to such a term. The British united
India as a single entity for the first time in the
landmass’ history. While they plundered India’s
wealth as would any colonial ruler, they also
acted positively in providing us with the world’s
best administrative mechanism and institutions
like the Railways. While the initial years ofthe
post-Independence period were one o fvisionary
leadership and growth, the later decades were
punctuated by internal strife, corruption in the
political and bureaucratic levels and loosening
of the systems. Our lack of efficient leader-
ship was also evident, set against the growth
o f China, which was cmequal terms with India
at the turn of the century both in military and
economic terms but now claims five times the
strength of India.

Yet, hope is not lost for India. Itis the world’s
sixth largest economy and hopes to be the third
largest in the next ten years. Markedly, India has
become’self-sufficient in food grains- areal feat
considering its huge population bulge - and its
exports have seen a major leap. It’s time for In-
diato strengthen its military muscles, consider-
ing the kind o fsecurity concerns the geopolitical
region presents itself. An unpredictable China
on the one side and a scheming Pakistan on the
other worsen the region’s security situation.
India must matter more to the world.
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| etters to the' Editor

OnVIP
interaction with

the common man

Editor,

Meghalayan readers of
our local papers were hugely
embarrassed and discomfited
tQ read of Union Minister
of State for Jal shakti and
Tribal Affairs, Bishweswar
Tudu’s angry reaction to-
wards Meghalaya officers
making a muddle of their
Power Point presentations
regarding review of prog-
ress of development works
in the state. The next day
the MOS again made some
remarks that, ifread between
the lines, actually meant
his anger and disapproval
overthe seriousness Megha-
laya shows towards centrally
aided development schemes.
In a veiled but diplomati-
cally reprimand, on both
the officials executing as
well as the political master
monitoring central schemes
for Meghalaya, Tudu ex-
pressed disappdintment by
saying “In pen and paper |
am happy but practically |
am not happy”! Now what
does such an oxymoronic
statement from a Central
Minister, who supervises
the release of scarce funds
from his ministry, mean? To
me it translates as “As you
guys are not serious about
the proper implementation of
resources released for your
development, rest assured
we too will not take seriously

your future developmental
demands.” Apparently from
the silence maintained by
both the CM and the Minister
PHE it meant very little to
them. Like water offa ducks
back, if you know what |
mean. But to more sensitive
citizens it spells disgrace
and ignominy atthe way this
Government reacts to devel-
opment and governance.
Newspaper reports also
pointto the fact thatthe Cen-
tral MOS actually took time
to personally visit some PHB
schemes. It simply shows the
interest and attention paid by
such people’s representatives
over the proper utilization of
funds. Question | would like
to ask is How many of our
own Ministers ever visitJo
inspect, evaluate and monitor
schemes under their charge?
Very little by a very few
if one is to believe reports
coming from the ground.
Serious Ministers and Offi-
cers take site inspections and
tours, especially to remote
rural areas very seriously. |
still remember the visit of
senior members of the Plan-
ning Commission, Mr BN
Yugandhar and Ms Sayeeda
Hamid of interior projects
in West Khasi Hills under
the then NERCOMP IFAD
project. Despite bad roads
the pair drove deep into the
interior. What struck me then
was that during inspection of
a village, I, as Programme
Director of the Project was
barred from speaking. They
wanted to interact directly
and personally with the bene-

Perform or perish: Need of the hour

Government’s action plan to ‘weed
out’ ‘dead wood’ and ‘dark sheep’

We are celebrating the
75th Independence Day from
August 13 to 15,2022. Glad
to say, a slew of innova-
tive celebrations and events
are being chronicled in the
books of history. But sad to
say, lakhs of inefficient and
non-performing employees
who are currently working
in different Government de-
partments, never realise the
value and importance of our
“Home Rule”. e

The 75th year ofIndepen-
dence is, indeed, the perfect
occasion to look back and
cherish our glorious past.
Lakhs ofourrevolutionaries,
freedom fighters and Indian

soldiers who had sacrificed ,

their lives for achieving the
country's political and eco-
nomic welfare.

“When you go home, tell
them ofus and say, for your
tomorrow, we gave our to-
day.” This evocative epitaph
is enshrined on the Kohima
War Memorial in Nagaland,
which was builtto commem-
orate soldiers of the empire
who laid down their lives
to repel Japanese assault in
1944 during World War-I1.

In her first address to the
nationonJuly 25,2022, Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu said,
“...today, in the 75th year of
Independence, | .have been

assigned this hew responsi- :

bility. Itis my greatprivilege
to be giventhis responsibility
at such a historic time when
India is engaged with full
vigour in realising its vision
for the next 25 years.”

That is, our forefathers,
freedom fighters and in-
tellectuals had to sacrifice
their precious time, money
and everything, even their
lives, to get freedom from
British rule. They wanted to
see Free India with power,
name, fame and glory led
by a dynamic leadership and
performing workforce. Prac-
tically speaking, we find very
Jew performing people inthe
Government Departments
and State-run organisations
throughout the country.

A few years ago, the State
Bank of India, the largest
public sector bank of the
nation, implemented and
premature retirement plan
called “Voluntary Retire-
ment Scheme (VRS)” for its
staff. A large number of SB!
employees had availed the
scheme and supemiated.

In fact, both the Cen-
tral and State Governments
may formulate, announce

ficiaries ofthe Project; talked
to them; questioned them;
sat with them and personally
evaluated the inputs they got
from the ground. Near im-
possible to bluff such close
scrutiny. Point again is how
many of our Ministers ever
travel outside their respec-
tive constituencies to find out
factually what is happening.
Too many of the Ministers
are constituency Ministers,
nursing only their own turf
while the Devil take the rest
ofthe state.

My point is, | have this
huge suspicion that there is
very little, perhaps none at
all, interaction between our
VIPs and the common man.
Ministers are fed doctored
reports, reports that they
themselves are reluctant to
verify, especially if such
reports do not concern then-
respective constituencies. No
contact please with the man
on the ground, thank you so
much. We shall only conde-
scend to trouble ourtwo legs,
our two eyes and our brain
only when elections come a
calling. Until then please do
not trouble us. Development
departments such as PHE,
PWD, Education, Health
Care and Agriculture all suf-
fer from this fear to interact
with the common man. |
sincerely fear this is what
is happening to governance
in Meghalaya and | shall be
the most happy man if these
charges are contradicted.

Yours etp.,
TokiBlah,
Via email

‘the employees' performance

By Amar Krishna Paul

and implement VRS like
new or revised retirement
programmes for their non-
performing employees to va-
cate lakhs ofposts in various
Government institutions. The

move would definitely gener-  the Indian Railways on May
ate employment avenues for 11, 2022 removed from ser-
the computer-friendly young  vice 20 top class one of-
educatedboys and girls of&ur  ficials, including eight joint
native motherland. secretary level officers, and
Most Governments have  top electrical and mechanical
VRS for the employees who  engineers. With this, around
attained 50 years of age. 100 top level officers have
But this age barrier may be ejther been dismissed or
curtailed to 40 years for die  forced to opt for Voluntary
non-performing staff. Those Retirement Services (VRS)
who work should get sal- jn the last 10 months. They
ary, perks and facilities; for include three secretary rank
the non-performers, tlrare |evel officers.
should be a Compulsjtey Kautilya, the Minister of
Retirement Scheme (CRS) Chandragupta Maurya, had
instead of VRS. ActMHYy, indirectly focused on the
fruits ofaccountability in his
review is conducted under pook ‘Arthasastra’. To him,
the Fundamental Rule (pfr) accountability does always
56 (J) and 56 (1), and alpo pay. Nothing more than the
under Rule 48 (1) (b); of following story explains
the Central Civil Serves the idea ofaccountability as
(Pension) Rules, 1972, that perceived by him.‘One night
gives absolute right” to’ he was writing a book as
appropriate authorityto retire  assigned by his King Chan-
agovernmentservant, "ifitis dragupta. Then, one visitor
necessary to do so m public  came to his house. Kautilya
interest". looked at the visitor, smiled,
Oflate, Delhi Government  putoffthe lampand asked his
sought the list of ‘ineffec- wife to bring another lamp.
tiye’ officers with 'doubtful’  She came with the lamp.
integrity for early retirement  After he finished with his
Accounts officers nearingre- visitor, Kautilya lit the lamp
tirement age and those found  and resumed his writing. He
to be ineffective may haveto had put offthe lamp to save
proceed on early retirement the fiiel supplied by the king
as per the Delhi government  to write the book. The story
finance department's orderin s very simple. But it leaves
July, 2022. a thought-provoking les-
All department heads son for us for the effective
(HODs) have been asked implementation of differ-
to. treat the matter*as “most ent schemes of the country
urgent” andsubmittthereport today. That is, it is now our
at the earliest. According to turn to be accountable along
officials, the directions were the lines Of Kautilya since
given following guidelines accountability is the key to
from the Central Govern- transferability and, hence,
ment’s Department of Per- higher productivity. The rea-
sonnel and Training (DoPT). son is not far to seek.
“The services departmenthas Our nation has completed
issued detailed instructions 75 years ofIndependence. We
dated July 2019 in this haveto achieve breakthrough,
regard stating that Lieutenant  especially is poverty eradica-
Governor (L-G) has taken a tion, curbing unemployment,
serious note on the issue and  checking population growth,
has desired that periodical creating favourable balance
review of all categories of ofpayment, anesting factors
government servants work- of price-spiral, minimising
ing under the government of defieit financial, increasing
NCT Delhi under the FR-56  growth rate and, above all,
(J) and Rule 48 of CCS (pen- slashing unproductive expen-
sion) rules 1972 may betaken diture like subsidy, conces-
on priority basis to “w.eed sion, exemption etal.
out” the “dead wood” and During the 200 years of
the f'dark sheep”. An action the British administration,
report is to be submitted to 'the land of plenty' was re-

the services department on
15th ofeachmonthinthe pre-
scribed proforma,” read an
order issued by the Finance
Department.

In an unprecedented step,

are not accepted by Courts
and the arrested persons had
to undergo medical tests in
neighbouring states. 1t will
reaUy be a herculeantask for
the people ofBengal to come
out ofthe prevailing situation
which is the result of politi-
cal culture implanted by fee
Marxists and happily adopted

Political rot in
the TMC

Editor,

The recent arrest of Mr.
Partha Chatteijee, the No.2
in Trinamool Congress hier-
archy after recovery of huge
amount of Cash from the

houses of close associates by TMC.

of Mr Chatterjee, arrest of - Yours etc.,
‘Kestoda’ aka Mr Anubrata D Bhattachaijee
Mondal, the mafia man- of Via email

‘Didi’” exposed the deep rot
that had permeated and
settled in Bengal’s political
and social fabric since last
four decades. The rot began
when the people of Bengal
chose communists to gov-
ern them followed by huge
mandate given to TMC.
Under erstwhile communist
regime, corruption, nepo-
tism, threat, intimidation
and other forms ofviolence
were perpetrated in a some-
what subtle manner which
after TMC’s ascendency at
the helm became overt and
blatant. However, so called

selfproclaimed progressive, ¥ir:':|:rs]'o\t,\\:\;ot‘év:eﬂ$resztncd
secular and all knowing in-

telligentsia of Bengal tried pride OI the t)heophle Vf[’hiNCh
to portray Bengal as one of com;zs rc()jTh et edar : Iot
the best governed states of one torced them 1o do s0.

India free of any malaise Is a good sign of returning

that generally afflicts other to the old days where we
- can celebrate Independence
states of our country which .
Day in churches, schools or
has now started to crumble

i hoi . anywhere we like.
antehs;rz::s being unearthed But, my simple thoughts

Politicization of every go to t_he youth of the state
institution in Bengal has in particular and the country

reached such a level where ::rélggpaetﬁl' v'?/‘irteh t.geyotr”:ilr)e/
even medical certificates is- g Joy

sued by Government doctors they joyful for two days

Celebrating
75 years of

Independence

Editor,

* I am grateful and thankful
to'Godtojoin my fellow citi-
zens of Indiato celebrate the
platinum jubilee or 75 years
of India’s Independence.
This year in.our beloved
state Meghalaya, for the first
time 1see the public putting
up the tricolour in nearly
every house in the city, on

duced to 'land of hunger and
misery; widespread poverty'
had established its roots, and
all-round backwardness set
in.

The challenge of poverty
eradication was taken up im-
mediately after independence
in the form of the five years
plans. All along our narra-
tion of the story we have
tried to focus on the fact that
our economy is in transition
from poverty to plenty. The
process of this transition hes
been sluggish but it has been
steady which augurs well for
the new millennium.

In otherwords, ifwe prop-
erly diagnose the real eco-
nomic scenario of the nation
today, we will realise that
we are in a better position
in free India than under the
British Raj.

Today, we do apply the
guidelines given by Kauti-
lya in the bpok directly or
indirectly. For instance;
he prescribed a system of
price controls to protect the
interest of the consumers.
He also suggested a bal-
anced budget. We are ap-
plying the controlled price
system in pursuit of a so-
called public distribution
system and administered™
price mechanism. Some
states.are in the process of
initiating a slew ofmeasures
to work out a balanced and
fruit-bearing budget with a
view to pump-starting the
emerging market economy
of corporate India.

e Likewise, we are imple-
menting Kautilya's trea-
tise.on Economics, which
strictly engineers drives
against corruption. Can we
accept His pragmatic views
on accountability to bail cut
the country from stagnation
and push it towards long-run
recovery ?

To sum it, we have seen
that Kautilya saved fuel when
the visitor came to meet him,
althoughthere was no instruc-
tion to do so. We have been
instructed in our day-to-day
elife by the Department of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
to “save energy to save the
world” by stopping the ve-
hicle engine when there is a
“traffic jam” that takes long
to clear. However, vary few
people follow these instruc-
tions. Perhaps we need to
learn more from Kautilya.

« (Thewriterisa Freelance
Journalist, may be contacted
amarkrishnaghy@gmailL.
com)

only. Are the rulers of our
country and of the states
really thinking about the
youth who are the future of
the family, society, the state
and the country? Is anyone
thinking on behalf of those
hailing from downtrod-
den families and villages?
Where will our youths go

‘when they can’t get proper

joSs in 'the govemijient or
private sectors or in agricul-
ture or any other profession.
The top policy makers, the
top policy implementors, the
executives and even lower
ranks are too busy with their
own interests. No doubt,
from the above there are a
few who really think about
the welfare of tlje state and
country and of the youth in
particular but they are in
not in a position to do much
because the system is either
too complex or they are not
allowed to carry forward
their mission.

My simple suggestion to
all those in power isto please
putthe country and the youths
first so that the youth and
country prospers. Create ave-
nues foremploymentin every
sector. Show the way through
your deeds and not through
your speeches. Actions speak
louder than words. 4

Yours etc.,
PSR Kharkongor
Shillong - 8

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Stabbing Salman Rushdie in open stage
by a fanatic, an ominous signal ;

World remains unsafe

even by writers
By Sushil Kutty

Two headlines stood out.
One in an Israeli newspaper,
‘No one will any longer dare
offend Islam: ITie 1989 fatwa
against Salman Rushdie’.
And the other ina New York
daily, ‘NJ man, Hadi Ma-
tar, with sympathies toward
Iranian government ID’d as
suspect in Salman Rushdie
stabbing’. The second em-
phasized on the first. Not
only will no one dare offend
Islam, those ‘no one’ will
also not dare link the Killer
with Islam.

Salman Rushdie managed
to give the slip to the fatwa
for 34 years. The lull of sev-
eral years was comforting.

‘Henceforth complacency
will be identified with Sal-
man Rushdie. Even security’
had forgottenthefatwa.And
then, the assassin came on
stage, quite literally. The
knife attack on Rushdie is a
reminderthatnotall religions
are forgiving. Also, Iran’s

once supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini can
finally RIP.

Itwas Khomeini’s Febru-
ary 14, 1989 fatwa that Sal-
man Rushdie was battling, the
extra-judicial death sentence
handed out to him for writ-
ing “The Satanic Verses,” a
piece of“magicrealism” that
allegedly “insulted Islam”.
If anybody gets the feeling,
Rushdie considered ‘Satanic
verses’ his best work, that
person wouldn’t be wrong.
Rushie stuck to his verses
in numerous4safe-houses
in London and elsewhere.
And the' assassins took their
frustration on the translators
of Satanic Verses, attacking
two and killing the Japanese
one. ’

Khomeini had asked
“Muslims of the world rap-
idly to execute the author and
tiie publishers ofthe book so
that no one will any longer
dare to offend the sacred
values oflslam.” He lived for
five more months and then
went his way, leaving behind
the message thatany Muslim
killed trying to kill Rushdie
will “martyr” with aplace in
“paradise”. A $2.8 million
bounty on Rushdie’s head
sweetened the fatwa.

Rushdie, the atheist “bom
in India to non-practicing
Muslims” has since then
been living in dread. And
underthe pseudonym’Joseph
Anton’ and in the company
of solitude. “lI am gagged
and imprisoned,” he wrote
in his 2012 memoir. “I can’t
even speak. | want to kick a
football in a park with my
son. Ordinary, banal life: my
impossible dream.”

The New York daily’s
headline, ‘NJ man, Hadi
Matar, with sympathies to-
ward Ira'nian government
ID’d as suspect in Salman
Rushdie stabbing’betrays the
reluctance and fear to take
the instructions of Islamists
lightly. Even law enforce-
ment dare not “offend” the

sensitivities of the follow”
ers of Islam, dare not 1"k
Rushdie’s attackerio Islam
in any manner of speaking.
So, New Jer'sy residentHad
Matar is just another “NJ
man”, with “sympathies'fqr
the Iranian government” -
In India, a “terrorist”
with links in Pakistan Has
been caught with a plan-tp
execute Nupur Sharmaiti
the “fidayeen style”. Tftete
is no doubt that he m”afit
business. There’s a fafv”
sentencing Nupur to deftfc.
Nupur is a victim of jidr
own excited presence, 3nd
the global exposure she ~0t
through a fact-checker <Sf
international standing. Sal-
man RuShdie is proof that
the hornet’s nest is not an
exaggeration, and fatwaS
don’t go unanswered. ~ **
The fatwa given agapSt
Rushdie was for overstfjf-
pingthe limits of freedon} off
expression; the limits se*%

areligious order, and whicfi
applies to the followers '<jf
all faiths. The sort of-Fop
that the West knew is in.we
ICU. The SatanicVer"es(«8s
considered blasphemous.
Also sacrilegious. Follgw;-
ers of all faiths fell in line.
Defiance spelled nothing
less than death. Curiourfy*
the vast numbers ofteeming
millions agree. In the name
ofnot hurting religious sen-
timents, casually dealt extra-
judicial death sentences have
become common currency.
Successiye generations* of
lawmakers haven’t had the
courage to take the scourge
head-on, much less eradicate
it from die face ofthe earfhr.
Neanderthals had more senSe
than the current set ofworld
denizens. > -

Have we ever thought
why the Yeti and the B i|
Foot withdrew high abpte
to an icy existence, occa-
sionally stepping out to see
if the world had changed
in the interregnum? Do;we
even comprehend where and
how a set of rigid religious
diktats, supposedly ofdivine
origin, is leading the human
race to? We are like the frc'g
in a keg of slow warming
fire, slow to realize that-tM
water will in time comilfij
aboil!

Salman Rushdie was not
the first to fee) the bruntpf
FoE. And he wouldn’t beffie
last. Does not matter Kow
many more times the head-
line ‘No one will any longer
dare offend Islam: The 1989
fatwa against Salman RUal-
die’ is repeated. Rushdie,
say reports, has bled frpfld
the neck and the liver, £n|J
he’1llose an eye. And mayfeg
he’s still not clear ofdeath by
stabbing. Itisvery import#
that Salman Rushdie should
die ofold age, and notby any
fatwa. Freedom of expres-
sion is not something that
can be assassinated on stag”
and no religion should be
allowed a total veto on FeE.
(IPA Service) \Y
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Cleaning the Augean stables
WHEN the Leader ofthe Nation speaks, people
listen. More so when the speech is from the
ramparts of the historic Red Fort and the oc-
casion being the celebrations marking India’s
Independence Day. Year after year, leaders
climbed up the dais and spoke; so did Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. What they left behind
were, glaringly, broken promises. When Modi
spoke from the pulpit this time, his emphasis
again was on his “resolve” to root out corrup-
tion - apromise he had made when he addressed
this event for the first time in 2014. His famous
one-liner, ‘Na Khaoonga, Na Khane Doonga’
(will not eat dirty pie; nor will allow others to
loot public money) resounded in public minds
for some time and then passed into history.

This time, Modi sought people’s cooperation
to take on the corrupt including the big-wigs.
Question is, what has prevented him from do-
ing this all through his eight years in power and
what can he do in the less than two years that are
left for him in the present term. Narendra Modi
does not have an image of a corrupt politician.
Unlike the dynasts, state after state, who are now
amassing huge unaccounted wealth, Modi has
crafted a personality of his own with no links to
his family. His recorded wealth is in the range
of over Rs 2 crore, and it’s unlikely he fancies
being rich. His ministers are also not known to
be corrupt though there indeed are grey areas.
Overall, corruption at the central ministry level
is not spectacular now. Yet, fact is, the graph
of corruption is going up. The bureaucracy is
steeped in corruption, top to bottom, and so
are regional politicians. Many see the Central
Secretariat as the main beehive of corruption.
Modi, despite his big talks, could hardly stem
the rot. Perhaps he does not know how to go
about it. The corruptare smarter than the system
itself. Modi has failed to check the gaps in the
system through which title corrupt escape and

make merry.

Mpdi also spoke out against the

ofnepo-

tism and o fthe dynastic system in politics. Nep-
otism undercuts the principle of merit; but this
is all-encompassing in this country and mostly
found in sectors associated with government, be
it in the academic world, thejudiciary, the police
and other spheres. Dynasties across states have
cemented their evil grip in recent years though
the Thackerays, the Mulayam clan, the Abdul-
lahs and the Badals have taken the backseat. For
the PM, action should speak louder than words.
Cleaning up the Augean stable requires both grit

and determination.

Letters to the F.tlitor

India @ 75:
Anything
forced is not
freedom

Editor,

While | pay my utmost
respect to those who sac-
rificed their lives for our
freedom 1 also reaffirm my
fundamental duty to respect
the Constitution and the Tri-
Colour (Flag). For over 30
years in these Hills (Hyn-
niewtrep Land), during the
Independence Day people
were forced to stay indoors
and at the height of insur-
gency people couldn’t even
publicly discuss plans for
observing India's Indepen-
dence celebration due to
fear. | remember when Late
T.H Rangad, the then Home
Minister,* took out a lone
procession to Polo ground
onAugust 15, people reviled
him for violating the bandh
call by the HNLC. Fortu-
nately, the internet had just
entered our state and there
was no social media then.
Otherwise, he would have
been crucified.

This year as we observe
the 75th year of Indepen-
dence the Modi Govt led by
the BJP is making all efforts
to ensure that the Har Ghar
Tiranga program becomes a
success. Yes, there is noth-
ing wrong in hoisting the
national flag in homes etc.
Rather it is our fundamental
duty to pay respects to it
Ironically, in certain areas
in these hills, where 30 years
ago people would not dare to
even talk of India's freedom
on 15 August, now there is
singing and waving of the
Tri-Colour with fervour.
However, there are debates

around the Har Ghar Tiranga
programme and debates will
continue.

Coming back to these
hills (Hynniewtrep Land),
now that the negotiation
with the banned HNLC is
on, while | pray for the early
peaceful solutions, I am also
apprehensive that militancy
may perhaps resurface in
the near future for obvious
reasons, especially with the
present Home Minister in
the State who cannot handle
law and order which is de-
teriorating by the day and
citizens are living in fear. If
militancy/insurgency ever
resurfaces in the State (God
forbid) it’s going to be the
worst of it; kind, as it will
become a "private militia" in
the name of Jaidbynriew.

Insofar as India’s 75th
Independence Day is con-
cerned | view the world
of politics and economics
through the tribal lens. I look
at society from the margins.
There are issues of tribality
which need to be addressed
withm Independent India,
but not at the cost of others
but rather by finding work-
able solutions.

The threat towards trib-
als, dalits and religious mi-
norities continues and has
increased in the past two
decades. Now that the draft-
ing ofa new Constitution for
a "Hindu Rashtra" is under
way the threat is not just
alarming but it is very real.

It is imperative for pro-
gressive minds across the
spectrum to come together to
defend the Constitution and
shun injustices, religious,
communal violence and dis-
crimination at every level.

Yours etc.,
Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh
Via email

2aving ourselves
from ourselves

By Toki Blah

The English language has
a beautiful phrase describ-
ing futile attempts to change
something that refuses to be
changed. It’s called “Whis-
tling against the wind”. The
Yanks of course express
the same feeling in a much
cruder, figuratively vulgar
form but it means the same
thing. It simply means to
waste time on a pointless
or fruitless task; do some-
thing that is ineffective or
counterproductive. Living in
today’s Meghalaya; witness-
ing the wasteful and senseless
existence of a Government
that refuses to govern; listen-
ing to the childish, juvenile
chatter of immature elected
representatives; tormented
by the refusal of an insensi-
tive political system (that
includes elected politicians,
wannabe politicians and ex-
isting political parties) to
acknowledge the multiple
woes ofthe commonmanand
agonizing at the refusal of
the Meghalayan electorate’s
obstinacy to differentiate
between a political conman
and a statesman, one stands
alarmed atthe speed atwhich
2023 is approaching to once
again give ruthless visionless
scoundrels yet another five
year term at looting the state
Everyone ofthem isthe same.
No exceptions and Samuel
Johnson’s declaration (18th
Century British writer and
philosopher) that “politics
is the last resort of rogues”
stands vindicated here in our
state as nowhere else.

“Pissing against the wind”
therefore beautifully articu-
lates all sincere but barren
efforts to reverse this canni-
balistic political trend of Me-
ghalaya’s politics. It seems
that all of us like lemmings,
are destined to follow our
own elected leaders to our
own demise!

Rant all we want but we
must also admit that our
politicians have one defin-
ing quality - their steadfast,
unwavering and h$JI-bent de-
termination.towin an election
and stay in power whatever
the cost! They will promise
you the moon and even give
itto you ifthey had an ounce
ofsincerity in their promises;
they will spend and invest
money (don’t ask where it
came from) ; crawl on their
bellies through muck and
filth; discard and abandon all
concepts of ethics and prin-
ciples; sleep with the Devil
if they must; fortunately it
has never come to pass but
as someone declared “even
sell their own mothers” if
need be, simply to win an

Traffic
congestion:
Who’s at fault

Editor,

Most people complain-
ing about the traffic jams in
Shillong are also the ones
contributing to it. How hard
has it become for people to
walk? Shillong is a walk-
friendly city, and anyone
can easily walk for 10 kms
or more. Nowadays, people
take their vehicles even for
short distances hence major
roads are snarled up in the
rush-hour. Generalising this
observation would be abso-
lutely wrong, but there are
still a few others who walk to
avoid trafficjams, and many
others who genuinely enjoy
walking.Before we point
fingers at the Government
for not taking initiatives to
bring a permanent solution
to our grievances, let us ask
ourselves a few questions:
Are we willing to solve this
issue? Will we be willing to
send our children to school
by bus if the government
implements the school bus
scheme? If not, can't we
send them to schools in the
JNNURM buses? In short,
use public transport?

"Was stuck in atrafficjam
for a long time," would be
the only reason we give to
schools, colleges, and work-
places for being late. This
reason can be forgiven once,
but can we give this excuse
to our superiors every time?
Knowing the ground realities
they will not easily forgive
us but will come up with
befitting action as they must,
and also ask us to schedule
our travel better.

Can we, the general pub-
lic, join hands and try to
solve this issue by doing a

election and come to power..

One really must admire such
fortitude and determination
of purpose. Sadly however,
like all dodgy obsessions, this
traittoo has a basic flaw - the

inability what to do next,.

once power is achieved!
Now, now don’t accuse
me of making it up. It’s all a
fact. Look at the governance
we are enjoying, notthe right
word perhaps and ‘suffering’
is more appropriate. Public
protests, complains, griev-
ances and public grumblings
make up and take up most of
our time. Government has no
sense of direction; no vision;
no goal and crisis manage-
ment, jJumping from one ca-
lamity to the next, is the order
ofthe day. Now there are a lot
of optimistic but unrealistic
people who sincerely believe
all this will settle down post

. 2023 polls. Our politicians

are once again out on the road
selling this dream to a guile-
less and gullible electorate.
Vote me, Vote us and only us
to power and we shall line
all Meghalaya roads m gold!
Vote in line with the national
trend and peace, prosperity
*and happiness will be yours

, forever and ever (remember

that acche din promise of
2018 spiced with a 15 lacs
per voter? Still waiting!). In
Meghalaya there is even this
ridiculous call for regional
party dominance to solve all
the state’s problems. Let me
withall the unwillingness and
reluctance atmy disposal as-
sure everyone that it is a pipe
dream, which in all probabil-
ity will turn into a devilish
nightmare once achieved. A
Pied Piper of Hamelin wish-
ful thinking!

I can already see the ac-
cusations and charges against
this prediction ofmine. How
cap you say that? Where
is the proof that nothing
will change? How dare you
predict that things will be
worse when we are.assuring
everyone of a return of the
Golden Era once we and our
party are voted to power?
.Are you blind ? Don’t you
see the thousands that at-
tend our meetings; the large
public attendances at our
(Sorry, my) campaign? Please
forgive me Sirs. Forgive my
insomnia. The reluctance of
my eyes to be blind. Forgive
my inability to be lulled to
sleep. The pitiful cry of the
poor and the marginalized of
Meghalaya won’t let me be.
The unbearable cry ofhungry
babies simply because there
is no food at home prevents

rehearsal for three days? If
our schools, colleges, and
offices are within the radius
of our homes, let's walk; if
not, let's get on the bus, take
ataxi, or maxi cab, and head
offto ourrespective destina-
tions. Send our children to
school using the available
public buses and maxi cabs,
and also encourage college-
goers to use public transport,
and let's give up on the easy
life for a few days. Can
parents take the initiative to
encourage theirkids to board
public transport rather than
drop and pick them up from
school? Or has this become
a competition among parents
themselves to drop their kids
offat school because the oth-
ers are doing so, thereby also
demonstrating how protec-
tive they are oftheir kids?

Here's where interesting
questions arise, although
the outcome of the above
rehearsal would be over-
whelming. Will we give up
our easy lifestyles ofheading
to our respective destinations
by using passenger vehicles?
How willing are we to con-
tribute t6 this plan if it is at
all successful? Shoujd we
not think ofthe greater good
ofsociety? This is where we
will know and understand if
the reason for traffic conges-
tion in Shillong is due to
narrow roads, unreasonably
taking our vehicles out or
both. Again, this iswhere we
will decipher if the govern-
ment is to be blamed or we,
the hoi polloi.

JNNURM buses would
be very helpful for commut-
ers like school and college
students and office goers,
had the authorities allowed
them to take a route via the
Police Bazaar from Mot-
phran to Barik, just like they
did some eight years ago.
Motphran isthe epicentre for

me_from believing in your
repeated lies. The hopeless
youth who turn to guns,
drugs or drinks in an attempt
to drown their frustration
just won’t allow me to close
my eyes. Infuriated teachers
sleeping on pavements make
me nervous because Educa-
tion is being compromised
aridnone ofyou seemto care.*
The despair inthe eyes ofthat
woman you branded a harlot,
waiting for customers in the
shadows of PB because she
has nothing else to sell but
her body, simply to feed her
hungry babies, continues to
haunt my conscience.

Self righteous political
rants mean nothing nor do the
hollow pre- election promises
you make. | still continue
to see frantic farmers, for-
lorn and beaten, forced into
distress sale of their prod-
ucts just because pompous
insensitive MLAs refused
to discuss their plight in
the Legislative Assembly. |
continue to see our highly
qualified youth, anxious to
serve the state and its people,
forced to seek,employment
elsewhere simply because of
a visionless selfish political
system that has no sympa-
thy nor understanding of
merit or hard work. | know
I will be accused of anger.
But | am angry because of a
system that promotes empty
promises oyer pre-meditated
vision. Sorry but some of
us refuse to close our eyes
because ofthe existence ofa
sightless leadership. The state
needs Hope. The people of
Meghalayaneeda vision. We
need a roadmap for the next
10,20, 50 years. We need to
know where are we heading
and where do we lead our
children to. We don’t have
hope. In its stead you only
offer empty words that you
don’t even know the meaning
of. Weneed leadership as we
simply don’t have one. Our
demand for 2023, produce a
leader or leaders for the peo-
ple. We are sick and tired of
your “wjnnable candidates”
who care fornothing buttheir
own pockets!

The other evening my
heart bled in nostalgic remi-
niscence listening to Head-
ingson Ryntathiang croon as
only that melodious voice of
his could, the unforgettable
Khasi musical composition
“Por ba la leit kin ym wan
phai” ( Time once gone will
neverreturn). I was humming
to myselfthe above tune as
I wrote this essay and sud-
denly it dawned upon me

students and working profes-
sionals from Mawlai, Jaiaw,
Mawprem and the neigh-
bouring localities. Presently,
buses from Motphran head-
ing to Laitumkhrah would
take a route via Garikhana
and Civil Hospital, ferrying
a few passengers only,tand
a few students from Jlialu-
para, Garikhana, and Rhino
Point. Students nowadays
refrain from getting 05 the
bus while heading to school
for similar reasons: long dis-
tance routes and traffic jams.
This is something we should
ponder upon, and maybe the
concerned authorities can
do a drill on the same for a
week to see the difference.
I’m sure ifthe buses were to
resort to the old route from
Motphran via Police Bazar,
it would definitely cater to
the students of schools in
Barik and Malki, including
students of St Anthony’s
College in large numbers.

It would be interesting to
know how many JNNURM
buses actually operate on
Shillong's streets on a daily
basis. In2011,120 INNURM
buses were introduced. As of
January 2016, there were 85
buses plying in the city, and
the State Government has
ordered 75 additional buses,
making a total of 160. At
present, we barely see even
20 buses. Where have all the
buses go?

Let's take an example
of a European country that
has come up.with a well
thought out plan to solve the
issue of traffic congestion.
Buses, trams, and trains are
now free to ride on, and we
don't need a ticket to board.
This is an initiative taken
by the Government of Lux-
embourg. Luxembourg is a
small country landlocked
by Belgium, France, and
Germany. As of March 1,

*

that perhaps it is. this melan-
cholic attachment with the
past that prevents the Khasis
from thinking or visualizing
the future! It’s a frightening
thought. Perhaps we live too
much with the legends of our
ancestors to even realize that
our children and their future
areasmuch ourresponsibility
as our devotion to the past.
Perhaps “Ka juk u ksiew
jong nga” is as important, if
not more, than “Ka juk ksiar
u longshuwa” ( the future of
my grandson is as important,
if not more, then the Golden
era ofmy ancestors)! Perhaps
we need to move out of the
imagined glory of our past
into a more practical vision
for our future. Perhaps as a
society, and together with
society also its elected lead-
ership, should invest more,
devote more time, energy and
resources on the wellbeing of
our children and their future.
Ifwe accept this analogy, then
and only then will the need
for a vision; a roadmap, long
term plan for the future be-
come universally important
for the people ofMeghalaya.
Only then perhaps will the
electorate of the state start
demanding for meaningful,
doable and visionary mani-
festoes from our politicians
and their parties.

Today, bereft of a vision,
all ofus enter into an election
exercise to the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly, based
only on meaningless rheto-
ric. It is in such a pathetic
and wretched scenario that
opportunistic rouges, other-
wise lovingly called “WIN-
NABLE CANDIDATES’ by
their equally opportunistic
political parties, get a chance
to buy our votes and make
monkeys ofus all. Thewhole
society is in turmoil.jQur own
misery adds to this social dis-
tress that has befallen us. We
need to get out ofthis rut. We
need to save ourselves. To do
this we require the will to start
thinking about our future.Yes
we don’t have leaders that
are capable of leading. As a
matter offact they conversely
depend on the people to lead
them (ka sur u paidbah). Sad
but true, but if that’s the case
lets accept it. Let the people
demand for a plan of action
to save the future. That is
the only way to encourage
democratic leaders to emerge
and force “self centered du-
kandars and mahajons” to
leave politics alone. We need
to save ourselves from our-
selves. Are we ready to do it
in 2023 itself?

8

2020, all public transport in
the country—trains, trams,
and buses are now fi;ee. This
move by the governmenthas
encouraged citizens to opt
for public transport. In fact,
Luxembourg became the
first country in the world to
offer free public transport to
everyone. It also becamethe
first country in the world to
offer free transport services
to both residents and visi-
tors.

According to the recent
survey conducted by the
Deputy Commissioner, East
Khasi Hills, 20% of parents
in Shillong drop their kids
off on their way to work.
68% of parents in Shillong
are using their vehicles for
a dedicated school trip. This
includes mothers and fathers
taking time out of their of-
fice/work hours to pick up
their kids. These statistics
are asper asurvey conducted
for 19 schools among 6510
parents in Shillong City.

Are we willing to own 19
that the solution to the prob-
lem could be us and us alone
and not blame it on the traffic
department or Government?
Are we ready to take on that
responsibility? How far are we
from attaining a solution? How
eagerare people to coordinate?
Whenwill we see a permanent
solution? Will we make an ef-
forttofinda collective solution?
Can we anticipate a traffic-free
road? Only time will tell, and
hopefully that is sooner than
later. Let’s decongestthe already
congested Shillong roads.

Yours etc.,
Emidao Shylla,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Tunes

By Jagdish Rattanani

Seventy-five years of
Independence mafks a sig-
nifieant milestone in the
history ofanation rising. We
can quibble overpastevents,
remain distraught about
the present socio-political
strains or look to the future
to ask what must be done to
move to a better place.

In his Independence Day
speech from the Red Fort,
the Prime Minister high-
lighted two key challenges
facing the nation - corrup-
tion and nepotism. There
will be some immediate guf-
faws, given that the ruling
political establishmentis not
beyond practising both. But
away from scoring pQlitical
points, what does it really
mean to fight the two ills?

Inevitably, immediate
attention gets drawn to the
political battleground, given
that dynasty has been used

by -BJP and its friends to
mostly referto theleadership
ofthe Congress, Samajwadi
Party and other assorted po-
litical heirs and a number of
anti-BJP players in various
States. Uddhav Thackeray o f
Maharashtra’s Shiv Sena is
only the latest example (and
victim) of BJP statecraft in
this regard. '

'‘But oh August 15- the
Prime Minister did make
the significant point that his
understanding of nepotism
is not about politics alone *
“not at all”, as he put it. In
the Prime Minister’s words:
“Unfortunately, it (nepo-
tism) is being nourished in
other Indian institutions as
well. Family bias, nepotism
has gripped many of pur
institutions today. This is
sadly harming the immense
talent pool of our country.
The future potential of my
country is suffering. Those
who are legitimate contend-
ers of these opportunities
and are genuinely eligible
get side-lined due to nepo-
tism. This is a good reason
for corruption.”

Inthis characterisation of
the twin ills, corruption is
caused in part by nepotism,
and the widening of the
frame of familism beyond
the political arena appears
to take the issue into many
other facets of Indian life.
Itchallenges the widely held
notion in the Indian context
that a family member who
has moved up the ladder is
expectedto help others inthe
family rise. This istheway a
family stays together, ties are
strengthened and indeed new
bonds built as each helps the
other - private space that
inevitably spills into public
space and often makes its
biggest impact there. The
family system builds on
these connections. A rather
rustic if naked example of
this was once displayed by
the former Deputy Prime
Minister Devi Lai who re-
portedly said something
to the effect on political
fortunes in Haryana - if
not my son, then whose son
would | make the Chief
Minister! The BJP sits in
power in Haryanatoday with
the great grandson of Devi
Lai, Dushyant Chautala as
the Deputy Chief Minister
and son Ranjit Singh, as a
minister.To make matters
complex, the I-Day speech
notes the significance ofthe
family as well. “The joint
family system is an asset,”
the Prime Minister said.

So, itwould be fair to ask
if the Prime Minister and
the party he leads are really
up to fighting nepotism? Or
is this the launch of a new

election campaign looking
to a third term for the BJF
in 2024, and in that sense is
one more clichdd political
narrative for the headlines?
I this is not the case,
howprecisely will nepotisjn
be contained? >
The immediate answer js
merit, which is a loaded terpi'
given the way it has b
used in popular perceptibj*
by those talking against r6j«
ervations for the backwajjf
castes and the downtrodd£j&
An early answer to merit
offered by Vishwahath
ap Singhwho oncefamou”
said to the effect: Whata%t
to do with a person who hafc4
head when he doesn’thavH
heart to serve the people *
Yet, there isno qu”
turn that the modem State
apparatus will have to be
protected from the ills of
power and patronage, from

the club-like mentality t)fy
keeps out ordinary peoplg
and feeds on power ~n$
privilege. In this, the qdf>
institution that has not beep
discussed is India’s corjpb-
rate sector and its growing
reach and power.
Is the son or daughter$)|
a Chairperson sittrng on the
board pf a company hb»if
her parents built, mSja
inheriting the businesses
case ofnepotism? K]
This lewis to the touclvjr
question of tax, and how
wealth is inherited and tran$~
ferred tax-free in India so
that some of the biggest
sources of power and priv|j
lege, are untouched by
political campaign against
nepotism and corruption®*
The corporate sector
selfhas been workingin
nally for better governance
standards. But equally, tafts
ofinner deals and backrogda
machinations have onty
grown, notdied,justbecaige
the BJP came to power. ™
This then may be a gop4
place and time to discusi?
‘the return of the inheritanj®
tax, which Indiahadu pu *
1985 when it was scrappfS
on the argument that it had
not achieved the ~oal 0fgS?
during unequal distributi®l
of wealth and*ofgamerugg
resources for development
tal use. On the other hatid,
most developed economies
have such a tax. Even inthe
United States, a countryv ra
distinctcapitalistapproaches

inheritance tax remains ini
vogue _

at which it kicks in changes
often. Called the federal ecg
tate tax, orthe “deathtax” &jt
some, the levy has a history
of 100 years in the Unit*»
States. It makes those wife
the highest ability pay, raijlf
revenues, promotes chafi*
table giving and puts sb|{g
brakes, albeit light on<f
on power and priviles
Further, the tax is on mari
value, not book value, aiji
kicks-in with valuatidjpi
above 12 million USD, w!$»
a top rate of 40%.

In the Indian context,
some have asked for tire
return ofthis tax. There has
beentalk thatthe BJP would
reintroduce it Yet, the actual
return of the tax will be a
big step politically, an anti?
nepotism tax of sorts that can
give avery differentkind of
fillip to the agenda on fight-
ing nepotism and building*?
less unequal society.

(The writer is ajoumetP
ist and faculty member”o(
SPJIMR. Views are p<i
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (e-mail: editorg}
thebillionpress.org) .

=



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2022

“Lightin Nature creates the
movement ofcolors.”
—Robert Delaunay

The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXV No.8

SHILLONG, THURSDAY, AUGUST 18,2022

Meghalaya BJP in a tailspin

WHILE the BJP national vice president M
Chuba Ao who is also in charge of Meghalaya
has made it amply clear that the cui+ent BJP
state president Ernest Mawrie should resign
gracefully for failing on all fronts to promote
the interests ofthe Party, BJP MLA and Minister
Sanbor Shullai has other ideas. Clearly Shullai
and Mawne share a comfort zone that could
get disrupted should any other person become
the Party President. That’s about the real story
coated without the embellishments. Shullai
claims to have spoken to Chuba Ao to revise his
decision to drop Mawrie. He even termed the
move to drop the present BJP president from his
post as “suicidal,” making it appear that Maw-
rie.is indispensable to the success of the BJP
in Meghalaya. This goes counter to the BJP’s
prime ideology that individuals are not above
the Party. It will be interesting to watch how
things unfold henceforth. Mawrie has ambitions
to contest the forthcoming elections from West
Shillong Constituency and has made this quite
clear from his actions within that Constituency.
When Mr Ao says that Mawrie has treated the
BJP as his private party and insulted aspiring
candidates he is speaking from aposition ofone
who knows what’s ailing the BJP in Meghalaya.
He must have got adequate briefing from the
karyakartas working on the ground.

Having stated upfront all that needed to be
said in plain language, it wouid contravene the
BJP Vice President’s stand should he revoke
his statement merely because Sanbor Shullai
feels otherwise. The BJP prides itself in being
a Party of karyakartas or workers whose prime
duty is to work at the grassroots to address the
concerns of the people and thereby earn their
support. I fthe karyakartas are unhappy with the
mdHier in which the President cSScfflucts himself
and they have appealed to the higher echelons
ofthe BJP to redress their grievances then it is
only proper that their concerns are addressed.
That is the task entrusted to the person looking
after the affairs ofthe Party in each state. MrAo
therefore has to balance things out before they

go out of hand.

Meanwhile Sanbor Shullai has asserted that
the BJP would do well in 2023 and the MLAs
elected would reach the double- digit figures.
What the calculations are and where these
MLAs will emerge from is anybody’s guess.
The BJP is yet to make headway in Meghalaya
despite the tall claims. People are still wary of
the anti-Christian stances of the Party which
are evident from the attacks on Christians and
other minorities in other states. Sanbor Shullai’s
claims therefore have no merit.

( \irlc*ia to the Kriifor

United by
parking
problems

Editor,

As one visionary says,
"Population grows but the
land does not." This also ap-
plies to vehicles and roads in
towns and cities all over In-
dia particularly hill stations
like Shillong. The number of
new vehicles plying on the
same roads which had not
been widened for ages and
are not likely to be so for
obvious reasons. In the past
hundreds of vehicle driver
coming towards Meghalaya
Secretariat breathed a sigh
of relief when they found
a place for parking on the
roadside stretching from the
YWCA up to Talents Club.
But in the recent past some
unpleasant incidents must
have happened there, after
which, it was turned into a
‘no parking zone’ except on
Saturdays and Sundays near
Garo Baptist Church.

Parking problem is a
global problem and can be
eased to some extent when
public-police understanding
is there. In such a case, ifthe
authorities concerned review
certain decisions and allow
parking ofsmall vehicles on
one side of the road men-
tioned above it would surely

ease the parking problems

ofthe people to some extent

who are visiting numerous

offices located at Lachumi-

ere including the Meghalaya
Secretariat.

Hope somebody listens!

Yours etc

Thrumen Sangma,

Via email

On Anita Pfaff

Editor,

Ms Anita Pfaff appealing
to the Modi Govt for DNA
testing the ashes kept at the
Renkoji Temple in Japan and
which is believedto be thatof
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
her father. She is even ready
for her DNA test to ascer-
tain her identity! Anita Pfaff
knows very well that the
secret files lying with Britain,
Russia, Germany, Japan etc
will never be declassified
and the files contain secret
information on Netaji after
the so-called plane crash on
August 18, 1945.

Experts have specifically
mentioned that DNA tests
may not be possible on the
ashes after so many years
and if even done the ac-
curacy of report would be
doubtful. Now for the sake
ofargument, say, ifthe DNA
tests match, then what? Will
it really end the controver-
sies and beliefs of crores of

Musings on Meghalaya’s
lop-sided development

On a recent day trip to
Shillong with six students
from Karbi Anglong our
first stop was the Elephant
Falls. | was surprised that
the entry fee is Rs 100 per
person. In the 1990s it was
free. Nextwas Shillong peak.
Here again, in the 1990s the
public used to gain entry
into the Air Force check gate
without much of a hustle.
Today private vehicles are
not permitted inside. Local
taxis have to be hired at Rs
200 per trip in addition to
the entry fee of Rs 80 per
person. We then by-passed
Wards Lake for Golf Links
hoping to spend more time
in the green grass. But we
were shocked to discover that
here too we had to pay to gain
entry. Much has changed.
Till recently the young and
the old would flock to the
‘Shillong recreational venue
on weekends.

Atmy village when | nar-
rated our visit to the ‘Scot-
land of the East’ someone
said, “We too will go to these
places” with others agreeing
in unison. But when they
were told of the entry fees,
they said, “Then we cannot
afford to see those places
in Shillong.” It is true that
villagers may never see the
places of attraction in the
state capital. To visit the El-
ephant Falls, Shillong Peak,
Lady Hydari Park, Wards
Lake, GolfLinks, one has to
spend Rs. 500/600 on tickets
alone.

Our conversation on tour-
ist locations continued. In
West Khasi Hills and South
West Khasi Hills districts
there are some great spots
like the Wah Rilang View
Point near Mawkyrwat, the
Nongsynrieh Hill and rock,
the Nongkhnum river island
and the waterfalls over there.
These are no less stunning
than the aforementioned tour-
ist locations in Shillong and
Sohra (Cherrapunji). Many
of these spectacular places
are free for visitors. There-
fore, another one remarked,
“Haba ngi leit sha kijaka sor
ngi hap siew shispah tyngka.
Haba ki nongsor ki wan jn-
gohkai ia kijakajong ngi pat
ki peit ei ne siew tang arphew
tyngka.” (When we visit
tourist places in Shillong we
have to pay Rs 100 but when
Shillongites come to our sites
they pay a meagre Rs. 20.”
The peripheries are always
at a disadvantage. Disparity
is too obvious. Development
is one sided.

Rangblang, my birth
place is a village ofover 300
households. But there is no
PHE water connection to any
home as yet. In all localities
‘(dong) broken pipes are seen
along the road. The storage
tanks are all dilapidated. Two

people across the world who

still know that Netaji did not
die in plane crash?

As a Netaji researcher,

I do believe that Ms Anita

Pfaff, an Austrian national

has to do much more to

prove her relationship with

Netaji. Mere DNA testing is

not enough.

Yours etc.,

Anjan Kr Das,

Shillong -6

Rainwater
harvesting

Editor,

Meghalaya is a state that
has been abundantly blessed
with heavy rainfall every
year, yet every year there
are reports of people facing
shortage of water in their
towns, villages and house-
holds. It is high time for the
government and the people
to wake up and realize that
depending only on tap water
will not be enough. Rain wa-
ter harvesting and conserva-
tion is something that should
be encouraged amongst the
public. The government must
take the initiative to start
projects on rain water conser-
vation and educate the public
on the need and importance
of rain water. As a growing
and developing society, we
must know and understand

By Albert Thyrniang

PHE schemes were brought
to the village in the past.
Storage tanks for distribu-
tion to all localities were
built on a hill called, ‘Lum
lingmane Barim.’| visited the
site and found that the tanks
completely dry. One of the
tanks is probably incomplete.
The pipes into them and out
ofthem are broken. | took a
couple of videos and posted
them on social media asking
whether this was a scam and
what has happened Jo the
schemes and why the projects
were a failure? A journalist
responded promising that
he would follow it up. An-
other senior scribe informed
that the schemes were sanc-
tioned and executed during
the time of a former MLA
who was also a minister. He
also mentioned the name
of the contractor. “Both the
minister and contractor is,
dead but water is yet to reach
the people,” he joked.

Such a thing would never
happen in Shillong, Tura or
W illiamnagar, Nongstoin
or Jowai. In rural areas like
Rangblang, things are taken
for granted because people
don’t raise their voices. So
development works are half
done, incomplete and they
lay in ruins. Contractors
escape with the money, in all
likelihood in collusion with
high level officers, ministers
and public representatives.
On paper Rangblang is prob-
ably shown as avillage where
PHE water flows to each of
the households. But in reality
there is not a drop of water.
Possibly there are hundreds
other Rangblangs across rural
Meghgalaya.

The Nongstoin-Rangh-
lang-Wahkaji-Ranikor road
is an endless irritation. Peo-
ple now grudge the Khasi
Students’ Union (KSU) for
blocking the 93 km stretch
when in 2015 it was all set
to be converted into a two
lane road. The reason given
for blocking that road project
was that it would facilitate
uranium mining in Domiasi-
at, Nongbahjynrin, Mawtha-
bah and other locations. This
is absurd and unacceptable.
In spite ofthe assurance that
there was no mining inten-
tion behind the road project
the pressure groups were
adamant. We know there are
uranium deposits in Sohra,
Mawsynram and close to,
Mawkjrwat too. Will the an-
ti-uranium groups protestand
stall atwo-lane road to any of
the above-mentioned towns?
They may say, “We will al-
low the roads, but we will
never let mining take place.”
Then why notapply the same
yardstick to the Nongstoin-

that in a few decades or may

bejust a few years, we may

not have proper access to safe

and clean water and therefore

it is a must for us to learn

how to sustain our water re-

sources and one of the main

steps towards a sustainable

environment is by starting to

use the natural water that has
been bestowed upon us.

Yours etc.,

Reakor Shisha

Kharkrang,

Laimtnysaw Village,

Upper Shillong

I-Day
celebration or
Govt publicity?

Editor,

The MDA Government
like its benefactor the NDA
Government at the Centre
has turned everything into a
publicity stunt. The other day
the Deputy Chief Minister
gave out cheques to people
who won in different sport-
ing events observed as part
of Meghalaya’s 50th year, at
the Soso Tham auditorium.
There are prizes won for this
and that event and money
is distributed right left and
centre. There’s money dis-
tributed to farmers at Rs
5000 each under a scheme
called FOCUS. How far can

Rangblang-Wahkaji-Ranikor
road in 2015?

The distance from Nong-
stoin to Rangblang is a mere
25 km but it takes over two
hours from one end to the
other. From Rangblang to
Wahkaji the distance is less
than 40 km but a ride takes
three hours or more. By now
the whole stretch would have
been like the Shillong-Nong-
stoin-Tura road. But here we
are now still riding on the
bumpy ‘country roads to take
us home.’ | visited Wahkaji,
Domiasiat and Nongbahjyn-
rin recently (more aboutthem
later) and discovered shock-
ing revelations. In public
transports, in tea stalls and
in other conversations people
blame the KSU forthe loss of
the two-lane road. Since ev-
eryone in the area speaks the
Rangblang dialect the chorus
is, “Ta seng bhalang da men
khangchna surok. Seng bha-
lang aio gai ata” (It was the
‘do-good’organisationwhich
prevented the construction
of the road. Who knows
what kind of organisation is
that). Even children take the
name ofthe KSU and hold it
responsible for the hardship
ofthepeopletill date. People
alsorevealedthatthe real rea-
son for obstructing the road
construction was actually
jealousy. During the public
hearing certain leaders scorn-
fully uttered, “Balei ai surok
ia ki shrieh”? (“Why give
a road to monkeys?”) “Ba-
lei, shna surok sha khlaw”?
(“Why make a road in the
jungle?”) So it was discrimi-
nation against the people in
the Langrin areas that stalled
the road project.

That the KHADC too was
involved in this discrimina-
tory act is disappointing to
say the least. The Council
refused to grant NOC to the
Nongstoin-Wahkaji-Ranikor
road butwas liberalin issuing
NOCs to Nongstoin-Ram-
brai-Kyrshai, Mawsynram-
Balat-Nongjri-Moheskola,
Nongstoin-Maweit-Kulang-
Nongjri, Riangdo-Athiabari-
Hahim-Boko roads. Why
block only the Nongstoin-
Rangblang-Wahkaji-Ranikor
road just because there are
uranium deposits on the way?
Is this not a blatant discrimi-
nation?

This writer visited Domi-
asiat and Nongbahjynrin on
August 9. Nongbahjynrin,
a sleepy, tiny hamlet of 5
households where the ex-
ploratory uranium mining
was carried oiit in the 1990s
has a motorable road from
Wahkaji (22 km) because
UCIL constructed it. The
village hardly gets electric-
ity. People depend on solar

Rs 5000 take a farmer in this
day and age? The minister’s
and MLA’s children spend Rs
5000 a day just on fast food,
drinks, fuel and entertain-
ment.1For them Rs 5000 is
peanuts but the farmers are
supposed to save their crops
and do their agriculture with
the same amount. But our
people have become so poor
and dependent on largesse
that politicians can easily
win them with money; any
amount of money in fact.
All kinds of schemes are
conceived in the Secretariat
withoutreally knowing what
the people really need be-
cause there’s ahuge distance
between the people in the
last village of Meghalaya
and the State Secretariat.
That distance is growing by
the day instead of the gap
closing now that Meghalaya
is 50 years old. But let’s get
serious. Who’s really think-
ing about the State? The
MLAs are not even aware of
the areas of concern in their
constituencies since they
have become occasional visi-
"tors there. All the MLAs and
MDCs are Shillong-based.
They don’t need to negotiate
over the rough and uneven
roads that their constituents
have to pass through daily.
Ifthey do visittheir constitu-
ency itisto inaugurate some-
thing or the other. And that

panels for lighting purposes.
Mobile connectivity is only
for making calls and does not
support internet conneciton.
The village has a decent LP
school building but teach-
ers are not very regular. In
November 2021 there were
reports of explosion from
one of the abandoned sealed
tanks containing uranium ef-
fluents. This visitor and others
found two tanks manipulated
but ultimately no one really
cares.

Domiasiat is puzzling. The
epicentre of anti-uranium
mining, thanks to late Kong
Spility Lyngdoh Langrin, is
situated 3 km away from the
Wahkaji-Nongbahjynrinroad.
The ten household settle-
ment is quite isolated. The
approach road is horrifying.
Only pick-up vehicles can
reach the village. In fact the
path is not even a PWD road.
The village has no drinking
water supply. People have
to walk for 1 km down the
valleys to fetch water. Elec-
tricity is non-existent. It may
come once a week informed
the residents. The village has
an LP school building but it
has only two classrooms for
students of class | to V, It was
closed down in 2004 due to
the negligence ofteachers and
jwas reopened in 2021.

In terms of natural beauty
the village is a paradise. Nes-
tled around hills and green
vegetation, the surrounding
is a sight to behold. I in-
tend to revisit this village.
But the residents wonder
as to when road, water and
electricity will come. They
have approached the local
MLAsS, present and past, but
nothing has happened. Some
are desperate. They warn
the government that there
may come a time when they
could allow uranium mining
so that development would
come. Not only in Domiasi.at
but in other villages, people
recalled that when uranium
mining was on there were
electricity and other fa-
cilities. Thanks to UCIL,
the present tarred road from
Wahkaji was constructed. If
mot for UCIL the cluster of
seven villages would have
remained isolated even to-
day, people confessed.

Regarding the recent state-
ment by the central govern-
ment that it has not aban-
doned plans to mine uranium
in Meghalaya, people are
quite cool about it. They are
amused that politicians and
pressure groups warn of a
law and order situation in the
event the central government
resumes mining in the state.
People lament that it is they
who suffer whether uranium
is mined or not. Hence they
should be allowed to decide
their own fates! Period.

is all about photo-ops, not an
ordinary visittojust meet and
listen to people voicing their
concerns. Would it not be
better for ministers to listen
thanto speak all the time? The
Sports and Agriculture Min-
ister’s statement which has
gone viral has shown himyet
again in a very poor light. He
believes this year is India’s
150th year of Independence.
Should ministers not have
some basic education and
general knowledge? It looks
like Meghalaya doe's not
have capable and competent
individuals to become'law-
makers so voters are forced
to elect those whose intelli-
gence is below par. Naturally
they need to be spoon-fed by
bureaucrats and don’t have a
mind of their own.

There is nothing to cel-
ebrate in today’s Megha-
laya. The surveys by different
agencies tell us what the poli-
ticians don’t want us to know.
Conrad Sangma should stop
advertising what his Govern-
ment is doing because it has
not done much.

Yours etc.,
SN Nongkynrih,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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sports unfriendly
State

By Barnes Mawrie

The origin of sports goes
back to pre-historic age, some
15,300 years ago. Remaining
depictions of Sumerian civili-
zation (3000 BCE) show that
sports was common among
them. The Egyptians (2000
BCE) used to have various
types ofsports like wrestling,
weightlifting, swimming,
long jump, archery, row-
ing and fishing. The ancient
Greeks (1500 BCE) were
lovers of sports and games
and they had different kinds
ofgames. The ancient Greeks
were the first to formalize
sports and games with the
first ever Olympic Games
held in 776 BCE inthe city of
Olympia. The Romans were
great lovers of sports and
games and they built gigantic
and state of the art colos-
seums in every provincial
city. History ofancient India
proves that various forms of
sports and games like wres-
tling and archery existed.

Sports and games were
considered vital to the state in
ancient times for the reason
that they promote discipline
of young men and women
and prepared them for battles.
These youth were ready-
made warriors in times of
emergency since they were
physically fitand combatant.
The Roman army was feared

by everyone because of its
discipline and the physical
fitness of its soldiers. This
was facilitated by the regular
sports and games that the
empire promoted. As the old
saying goes “the heartbeats
of Rome are the sands ofthe
colosseum.”

The tribal communities of
Northeast India used to have
an ancient institution known
as “bachelors’ dormitory”
known by different names in
different tribes. This institu-
tion used to be the training
place for the youth both boys
and girls. Here the youth
were taught to participate in
traditional games and sports
like wrestling, archery, sword
fencing, javelin throw and
traditional martial arts. Un-
fortunately, this institution
has disappeared altogether
and this should be considered
as a great loss to the commu-
nities. It is in this context, that
the state government should
give priority to sports and
games, not only because they
discipline our youth, but also
because they can be adopted
asprofessions by ourtalented
youth.

Manipur is a model state
in our region when it comes
to priority given to sports
and games. No wonder this
state has produced sports
persons of national and in-
ternational fame like Mary
Kom, Mirabai Chanu etc.
The state has successfully
hosted the National Games
in 1999 and it provides ample
infrastructure and support to
various disciplines of sports
and games. These persons
have brought fame and glory
to our region'and we are sure
that they would do the same
inthe coming Paris Olympics
in 2024.

We as Meghalayans,
however, have nothing to
cheer about when it comes
to sports and games. So far

our state has not produced
any sports person of inter-
national renown.. Are out
youth not physically fit ,bt
are they not talented, and
gifted for sports? The an-
swer is definitely negative.
Our youth are as fit as other
youths ofthe country. What
is lacking however is the
opportunity andthe goodwill
of the state to back them
up. When it comes to sports
infrastructure our state fares
deplorably. The other day as
I was passing through Polio,
| happened to have a dekfie
at die first division football
ground. | w&s shocked to
see the condition of the
playground. What used to
be a lively ground where
important matches used to
take place, has today be-
come literally ajungle. The
playground is outgrownwith
bushes and wears a deserted
look. Sodn enough we may
find some wild animals oc-
cupying that place. This isra
perfect image ofthe state <¥
sports in Meghalaya. .

We are told that this year
the state would host the Na”
tional Games, but as ofnow
it looks like an impossibility.
If the main venues where
sports and games had been
taking place for decades,
now wears such amiserable

look, how can we ever hope
to' host such a mega sports
event? Sports and games in
Meghalaya continue to re-
main a co-curricular activity
ofschools and colleges. A *
nual sports days are held in
every educational institution
ofthe state and ministers, ef
directors ofsports and youtfy
affairs are usually invited to
grace the events. Unfortu*
nately, these responsible pea>
sons come and go from one
functionto the other without
however being motivated
to do something tangible
to improve these activities
in the state. How much fee
state allots to sports and
games in its annual budget,
is anyone’s guess. -

Our stadia in Polo
Grounds will perhaps be-
come venues only for con-
certs, trade fairs, political
events etc. Consequently,
these grounds are missing
the purpose for which they
exist. Why isthe government
unwilling to implementproj-
ects to promote sports and
games in the state? We need
a Sports and Games Acad-
emy inthe state, financed By
the government, where the
required infrastructures are
available and management
is excellent. Such-an insti-
tution would be able to tap
the abundant talents of our
youth and thereby produce
renowned athletes and sports
persons. Our state is gradual-
ly becoming a drug-infested
state and our youth power is
being wasted away. Perhaps
with sufficient opportuni-
ties in the field of sports and
games, these youth could
be prevented from falling
victims to substance abuse.
We as citizens ofMeghalaya
would love to see our young
men and women participate
in the coming Olympics
or Commonwealth Games
and winning medals for the
country.
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Kejriwal’s PM dream

A broad hint from Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is that he would enter the ring and chal-
lenge Narendra Modi in the next Parliamentary
polls in 2014. He has held out the slogan, Make
India Number 1, and is planning a nation-wide
tour to drum up support and feed his own ambi-
tion to be the Prime Minister. He is putting his
‘best foot forward’when “aspirants’ like Mamata
Banerjee have run for cover, Sharad Pawar was
floored in Maharashtra and Nitish Kumar is
making a laughing stock of himself in Bihar.
It’s natural that Kejriwal senses an opportunity.
Yet, consider the fact that despite his popularity
in Delhi, the AAP could notwin a single parlia-
ment seat in the national capital in 2019 and his
party does not have any representation in the
Lok Sabha. What fuels his ambition, still, is the
feet that his is the only regional party that runs
governments in more than one state.

A positive aspect about Kejriwal is that,
unlike any other regional politician, he runs
a people-friendly and mostly corruption-free
government. In today’s India, this is a great
credit. Yet, the problem is our national character
that finds eloquent display in elections in state
after state. The electorate is often less enthused
by good governance and more by show, bluff
and bluster. True, there are also times when a
government thatwent terribly wrong - as in the
case o fUPA-I1 vis-a-vis corruption- was voted
out. This apart, Kejriwal is still the leader of
a small regional party that has no presence in
most states. Had he had the clout he thinks he
has, AAP would in the past 12 years have made
apan-Indiapresence.His firstjob as a politician
aspiring to run the nation is to precisely do this,
rather than making a Mamata Baneijee out of

himself.

A national appeal is the first and foremost
requirement for a politician aspiring to run the
nation; more so for the leader ofaregional party.
Narendra Modi rising from the CM’s post to

PM’s chair was by virtue of his selection as the,

nominee of a national party, the BJP. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi may have his flaws; yet,
as long as he represents an omnipresent national
political establishment like the Gongress, he
remains heads and shoulders above regional
chieftains in the national political sweepstakes.
The Congress party has awealth ofexperienced
and talented leaders to run a government; not so
the regional parties. Fact is also that no regional
leader can ever run a stable government at the

Centre.
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Traffic
congestion in
Shillong

Editor,

Vehiculartraffic is a glob-
al concern and not just in
Shillong. Rising economic
activities and its impact on
people is increasing their
purchasing power for ve-
hicles. Almost every day a
letter appears in this paper
talking about the traffic woes
in Shillong. However, noth-
ing substantial has been done
to ease the traffic conges-
tion. The State Government
should have enacted laws in
the late 1990s to control ve-
hicle purchase and registra-
tion. But successive Govern-
ments were not far sighted
and did not handle the situa-
tion which is now leading to
chaos and discomfort to the
public. Though the numbers
ofprivate vehicles is rapidly
growing in Shillong, so are
the commercial vehicles.
However, private cars and
others do not circulate in
the city all day long unlike
die commercial mini trucks,
buses, taxis etc. These com-
mercial vehicles criss-cross

the city for 12-15 hours in
a day and are the primary
and leading reason for traf-
fic congestion. Permits for

commercial vehicles are.

issued without taking into
account the capacity of the
roads in Shillong and for the
purpose of revenue genera-
tion. Corruption is rampant
in the Transport Depart-
ment. No solid regulatory
authority has been set up
to responsibly manage the
traffic system which is left
only to the police. It is still
not too late now to control
vehicular population in the
city by enacting laws so that
the general public feels that
they are living in a hill sta-
tion and not in a slum city.
Yours etc.,
Dr H.S. Ranhotra,
Shillong

The most
honest place on
Earth

Editor,

This is something that
came on the spur ofthe mo-
ment and which | thought
| should share with readers
of the Shillong Times in

Roberts’ Hospital Centenary:
The Pioneer Matrons

On Monday, 8th August,
2022, the Honourable Chief
Minister of Meghalaya, Mr.
Conrad Sangma, inaugurated
the College of Nursing at
the premises of the Dr. H.
Gordon Roberts Hospital at
Jaiaw, Shillong. The inau-
guration of this BSc nursing
institute was attended by
many public representatives,
church leaders, women'’s fel-
lowship leaders and senior
hospital staff. Exactly 100
years ago, the School of
Nursing was opened under
the pioneering leadership of
Margaret Elizabeth Buckley
at the then Welsh Mission
Hospital. It was a quiet be-
ginning, in contrast to the
hospital’s grand inauguration
by the Governor of Assam,

Sir William Marris, on 25
March, 1922. The founder,
Dr. H. Gordon Roberts, real-
ized that they needed to train
their own nurses, hence he
started the nursing school.
This article is a sequel
to two recent articles in the
Shillong Times on'Dr. Hugh
Gordon Roberts and Dr. Rob-
ert Arthur Hughes, whose
names are synonymous with
the Welsh MissionHospital at
Jaiaw. These surgeons how-
ever could never have made
such an impact on healthcare
in undivided Assam without
the support of two remark-
able .women who .were the
first matrons of the hospital:
Margaret Elizabeth Buckley
(1887-1941) and Amy Kath-
erine Bullock (1889-1986).
Their importance is not only
medical but also sociological:
they influenced generations
of Khasi girls into entering
the nursing profession, they
set high standards of nurs-
ing care and also modelled
impeccable personal conduct
and carriage for nurses.
Margaret Elizabeth Buck-
ley was bom on 8 February
1887 at Adfa, Montgomery-
shire in Wales. Her parents
shifted to Cwmparc in'the
famed Rhondda Valley but
Margaret was for the most
part broughtup by her grand-
parents at Montgomeryshire,
being greatly influenced by
her grandfather, a church
elder at Gerizim Presbyte-
rian Chapel. After finishing
school, she trained as anurse
at Liverpool and gained valu-
able experience as a district
nurse in Pontardawe. She
applied and was accepted for
missionary service to India.

these columns of Letter to
the Editor. It’s here, in these
columns, that most of us
love to share our sense of
achievements, joy , hap-
piness, whatever with the
world around us. Mosttimes
however these columns are
where we express our anger
at what is happening to our
society. Mostly at the sense
of outrage we have against
people, institutions or places
in and around us and actions
or deeds that we believe
adversely affect us and our
loved ones around us. In
recenttimes its mostly about
our wayward leaders; our
politicians; the glariny ac-
cumulation ofwealth openly
amassed at the cost of the
common people or the state
itself; at the absence of gov-
ernance and development.
With this also comes that
deep sense of grievance of
having been cheated, tricked
and conned by and from
people we expected better.
Well this time, | thought
enough of that. So this is
not about politics, religion,
accumulating wealth, or for
want of better governance.
It’s also not about being
charitable, about being a
good human being, being

By Rev. Lyndan Syiem

Margaret Buckley ar-
rived at Shillong in 1919 and
briefly served at the Civil
Hospital. When the Welsh
Mission Hospital opened in
1922, she joined as the hos-
pital’s first matron and also
helped establish the school
to train nurses from among
the Khasis and Lushais (as
the Mizos were then known).
In a strange turn of events,
Margaret was diagnosed with
appendicitis and became the
hospital’s first surgical case!
Her treatment and subsequent
recovery served as a real-life
example to the trainee nurses,
most ofwhom had never seen
or even heard of a surgical
operation.

Accordingto reports, most
were village girls, about 16-
20 years old, with elemen-
tary schooling and many
superstitions. The school’s
curriculum was hygiene and
basic nursing skills. Miss
Buckley taught by example
-washing the floor of the
wards, filling mattresses with
pine needles and personally
attending to patients’ toilet
needs. Many of the trainees
had tuberculosis and some
died of the disease, others
contracted typhoid and had
to be sent home to recover.
There were 35-40 nursing
students, an average,of ULO-
120 in-patients, plus 20 beds
in the maternity ward. Miss
Buckley was physically and
mentally exhausted but re-
ceived help from a Nurse
Hopkins (who stayed only
one year) and Katie Roberts,
wife of Dr. Gordon Roberts.

Dueto ill-health, Margaret
went on furlough in 1925,
When she returned however,
things had changed, espe-
cially after the arrival of the
better-trained Amy Catherine
Bullock in 1929. Historical
records tell of disagreements
between the strong-willed
Miss Buckley and the me-
ticulous Dr. Roberts over the
curriculum and training of
nurses. Eventually, she vol-
unteered to move to Jowai in
1934. After the departure of
Dr. Edward Williams from
Jowai in 1925, there was no
resident doctor but only vis-
iting doctors from Shillong.
The old dispensary had no
electricity, no piped water,
no drainage system. This was
exactly the kind of challenge
that Miss Buckley’s indepen-

nice to people or being liked
and respected in life. It’s
nothing about these things
that trouble our thoughts
while we live life on earth.
It’s about something else. It’s
about something we always
moan about not being there
any longer. We always love
to associate the faith we
believe in, our culture and
tradition with something we
feel is no longer there with
us. It’s about honesty. It’s
about being*told the truth.
It’s about people who give
you facts as they are, warts
and all. About a place where
people just can’t afford to
tell you anything else but the
truth. So does such a place
existhere on earth? Are there
still people around capable
of this desired quality? If
so, where and how does one
come across such delightful,
sincere, frank, honest citi-
zens? Where indeed?

Sorry its none of the
above. Instead it’s in a place
run arid managed by people
who can’t afford to tell you
anything else but the truth!
SoisitaChurch,aTemple, A
Mosque, aholy place ofwor-
ship run by priests and those
who claim they are ordained
by God? Sorry! Wrong num-

dent spirit relished.

She began training local
girls as nurses and midwives,
and raised funds and clothes
from family and friends in
Wales. Her warm, gregari-
ous personality attracted
many patients and revived
the dispensary, raising am-
bitions for a .full-fledged
hospital at Jowai. However,
lack of funds and World War
I postponed those ambitions
till 1953. While she consci-
entiously cared for patients,
Margaret Buckley was less
careful ofher own health and
contracted dysentery, typhoid
and malaria. On Dr. Roberts’
and Dr. Hughes’ advice, she
wentto Wales in 1940 for rest

and further treatment. Sadly,
her desire to return to Jowai
remained unfulfilled as she
died on 13 January, 1941 at
her sister’s home at Ystrad
Rhondda, Wales.

Her successor, Amy Kath-
erine Bullock, initially had no
plansto serve as amissionary
nurse. Actually, she came to
India in 1920 just to escort
a small child to its parents
at Calcutta; this extended
to a lengthy tour of Darjeel-
ing and Shillong, where she
contracted typhoid. She was
treated by I)r. Gordon Rob-
erts and Margaret Buckley
at the newly-opened Welsh
Mission Hospital. Amy was
so impressed by the hospi-
tal’s work that she decided to
study nursing and to return to
serve in the hospital.

After training at King’s
College Hospital in London,
followed by a course in mid-
wifery, Amy Bullock was ac-
cepted by the Mission Board
andjoined the Welsh Mission
Hospital as anurse in January
1928. When Miss Buckley
moved to Jowai, Miss Bull-
ock became the matron in
1934. She provided efficient
leadership and the colonial
British government awarded
her the Kaiser-i-Hind silver
medal in 1945, which Marga-
ret Buckley had also received
in 1923. Under her guidance,
the government passed the
Assam Nurses, Midwives and
Health Visitors Registration
Act. Unlike her predecessor,
Amy Bullock possessed tact
and diplomacy.

In 1947, the Government
of India appointed her as
Nursing Supervisor, of As-
sam, where she served until

ber but don’t be in atearing
hurry to visitthe place I have
in mind. |1 am confident and
quite sure that it’s the last
place any one of you would
want to be in, for this place
I am talking about is a Hos-
pital! You’re admitted into
one and especially ifyou are
in a really critical condition
caused especially by over-
indulgence of bad habits ,
the doctors who treat you
have no other choice but to
tell you the hard facts of life.
Unlike loved ones, family or
friends there isno coaxing or
sweetening of facts in this
place. You’re told the bitter
truth about yourself, how
you are the main culprit for
the state you are in and of
the unpleasant consequences
you are likely to bear and
carry to your grave. Doctors
can be friendly, smiling and
courteous to a fault but they
can be honestly brutal with
facts when they need to. For
them and their patients under
such circumstances, Honesty
is the best Policy! Yes a hos-
pital is where an abundance
oftruth still exists!
Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request
Via email

*

retiring in January 1961 at
the age of 71. During those
14 years, she travelled across
the entire Assam, visiting all
64 hospitals (atthe time ofher
retirement), includingthose in
interior areas, by road, rail, air
and on foot. She would typi-
cally visit them twice a year,
inspecting the nurses’ quarters
andthe training facilities. She
also conducted examinations
for state certification twice
a year.

In recognition ofher dedi-
cated service, Amy Bullock
was awarded the International
Red Cross Society’s Flor-
ence Nightingale Medal in
1951. Ten years later, Queen
Elizabeth 11 on a state visitto
India, awarded her the MBE
at Calcutta. Despite her busy

schedule as Matron, Principal
and later as Nursing Supervi-
sor, she faithfully attendedthe
Jaiaw Presbyterian Church.
Interestingly, when the An-
glican (now CNI) All Saints’
Cathedral in Shillong built
their Sunday School block
in 1960, they invited Amy
Bullock to lay the foundation
stone. Post-retirement, she
settled at Newlands, Malvern,
England, where she died on
19 November, 1986 at the
age of 97.

Margaret Buckley and
Amy Bullock never married.
It was then unwritten policy
that married women couldn’t
continue in ‘full-time’service
but resigned and followed
their husband to his posting.
This was the case with Ann
Beatrice ‘Nancy’ Hughes
(nee Wright), wife of Dr.
R.A. Hughes, Menna Philips
(nee Jones), wife ofRev. T.B.
Philips, and Doris Blodwen
Crockett (nee Jones), wife
of Rev. T.A. Crockett, who
were all trained nurses. To
their credit, Buckley and
Bullock ensured that this
policy didn’t extend to Khasi
nurses, butrathermade provi-
sion for their maternity leave
and delivery of babies at the
hospital.

There were many other
nurses of the Welsh Mission
aswell of other organizations
who had all contributed to
early healthcare in the Khasi
Jaifitia Hills. However, it
was Margaret Buckley and
Amy Bullock, who pioneered
nursing training in Assam and
shaped the public percep-
tion of nursing among the
Khasis.

Drug menace
in the city

Editor,

Itwas a greatmove by the
Shillong Cantonment Board
to demolish the illegal hous-
ings in Jhalupara recently.
However, what's more con-
cerning is the prevalence
of drug addicts in the area.
On August 16, | happened
to visit the area and what
I witnessed was two guys
injecting themselves with
drugs. They were sharing
the same syringe which was
even more horrifying.

I have a humble request
to the Police Narcotics team
and other concerned NGOs
to look into the matter. The
area will emerge as a breed-
ing ground for drug addicts
if timely action is not taken.

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request.
Via email.

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SK)

War of attrition between Narendra

Modi and RSS intensifies

M
I;*

PM wants to be the
sole arbiter for 2024
Lok Sabha polls

By Arun Srivastava

The political spectre
looming over the country
points to bad days. The re-
centpolitical actions of Na-
rendra Modi without any
ambiguity underline the
threatofIndiaturning into an
authoritarian state. Modi has
turned so self-aggrandizing
that he is reluctant to toler-
ate critics belonging to his
own party.

He is on a drive to weed
out such elements, though
done behind the veneer of
revitalising the party and
honouring the stalwarts.
What made Modi to sud-
denly realise the importance
of rehabilitation of the old
leaders whom he had re-
moved from the scene is
really intriguing. It cannot be
denied that Nitish Kumar’s
jolt has unnerved Modi and
he has been using all kinds
ofmachinations to boost his
image and position.

Claims by his friends that
in his speech from the Red
Fort he has unveiled a new
vision is an instance. But
these people could not cite
even one tangible instance.
Even his friends cannot deny
that Modi in the prevailing
political situation he is held
in low esteem. Obviously.

the reply lies in the wisdom
that he has failed to fulfil the
popular expectation of the
people that he would come
up to their expectations and
provide good governance
and maintain personal in-
tegrity.

He has come to nurture
the feeling that he is superior
tothe RSS and instead oftak-
ing calls fromthe RSS lead-
ers he is dictating to them-
Modi who already nursed
egotism has become more
arrogant. He did not like to
have any adversary even in
his dreams. The latest move
of dropping efficient union
minister Nitin'Gadkari and
MP chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chauhan from the
Parliamentary Board of the
party is a candid example.

Inamajorreshuffle ahead
ofthe 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the BJP on Wednesday
reconstituted its two top
decision-making bodies -
the 11-member Parliamen-
tary Board and 15-member
Central Election Committee
dropping Nitin Gadkari and
Shivraj Singh Chauhan,
indicating their diminishing
stock in the party. Undeni-
ably omission of Gadkari
from the powerful board
signals amajor generational
and political shift in the
highest echelons of the BJP
in the Narendra Modi-Amit
Shah era. Modi has sent a
clear message that he is not
willing to tolerate any kind
criticism to his leadership.

Gadkari is also a former
BJP chief and by virtue of
this he should have found
a place in the board. The
party keeps former presi-
dents in the decision-making
process. Gadkari is also
known for his proximity to
RSS, closer than Modi. The
party made six new entries,
including Punjab cadre IPS
officer Igbal Singh Lalpura
and Haryana leader Sudha
Yadav, in the Parliamentary
Board. Headed by President
JP Nadda, the two panels in-
clude who’s who ofthe BJP
— Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh and general
secretary (organisation) BL
Santhosh.

Significantly former Kar-
nataka chief minister B S
Yediyurappa and union min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal

I_‘I_

have found place in the new
committees. Yediyurappa
was forced to resign as the
Chief Minister on the alle-
gation ofhis being involved
in corruption. Though his
induction points to Modi’s
desire to expand in Southln-
dia, it also aims at countering
the domination ofRSS. <

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adityanath, who. led’the
BJP to an unprecedented
second term in the state,"has
not been “rewarded”.'He
is not on good terms with
Modi-Shah. It implied that
he has no role to play in the
decision-making process!

Modiwas working onrthe
designto combine the RS"-’s
traditional sense of orgaftiia-
tion with the populisthature
of politics. Initially he suc-
ceeded to a large extentbut
now in the prevailing situa-
tion he is caught in a bind.
Precisely tins is the reason
thathe istryingto presenthjs
image larger than the image
oftheRSS. Modihad helped
the party to winmunicipal
elections. But these utté#y
lacked the economic issues.
It was purely based on caste
equations. In a way Modi
has mastered the art of us-
ing caste i

And this is happening ip the
prevailing situationtoo.;*Sr
ing his skill, he strengthojed
the party’s electoral base m
Gujarat. ' *XT

Modi has been the blue
eyed boy of RSS, but.'his
desperation to outgrow'las
of late strained his relation-
ship with the RSS. The most
recent example is his call
“Har Ghar Tiranga”. *|his
move of Modi had actually
put the RSS is an embar-
rassing situation. Just ahead
of the final day, August !5,
some ofthe RSS leadersput
flags on the Houses. This Am-
bivalence ofthe RSS leaders
had prompted the Congress
leader Jairam Rameshtosay;
"We are putting DP of >aur
leader Nehru with tricolour
in hand. But it seems‘fhat
the message of the prime
minister did not reacb.Jjis
family only. Those who”jid
not hoist the flag in th?ir
headquarters in Nagpurlfbr
52 years, will they obeyitjie
prime minister?" >,

It is a fact that Modi’s
endeavour to flood social
media profiles with the na-
tional flag has not meted
RSS. It also did not ©bay
Medi’s directive to change
the display profiles tothe
tricolour to mark the 75th
year of Independence. The
mood could be gauged from
the observation of a senior
RSS functionary: “We don't
take any decisionunder any-
one’spressure, ifthe display
pic of our official Twitter
handle has to be changed,: it
will be done in due course
oftime.”

The RSS leadershiplis
beleaguered with the sense
that BJP leadership has been
trying to deny its inherent
right to oversee the BJP’s
morals and manners and it
does not like drafting ofthe
senior RSS leaders into the
BJP. The party leadership
is pursuing its own inde-
pendent political line which
is not approved by the RSS
though it provides foot sol-
diers to ensure the victpry
ofthe BJP candidates in th,e
elections. The feedbacks
received from RSS cadres
working at the ground level
has been quite disappoint-
ing and it feels that the BJP
is losing ground with Modi
being the only vote getter.
(IPA Service)
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Bilkis Bano Case & The Law

THE Bilkis Bano case reeks ofa convoluted ap-
plication ofthe law where those who are tasked
with upholding it have gone berserk. The case
dates back to the Godhra riots of 2002 where
the 21 year old and pregnant Bilkis Bano who
tried to escape a mob was gang-raped while the
head o fher three year old daughter was smashed
by the murderers. Other members of her family
were murdered. Bilkis Bano was an eye-witness
to all this horror. Eleven men were identified by
Bilkis. They were convicted ofrape and murder
by the courtin 2008. They have now been freed
after 14 yearsinjail on the basis o fan executive
decree dating back to 1992 which grants remis-
sion to prisoners on the basis of good conduct
inside the prison. This, when the order for such
remission was already thrown out in 2014!

It is one thing to engage in hair-splitting
arguments and quite another to ensure justice
is done in a case as shocking as this. Bilkis
Bano's experience was horrendous and nerve-
wracking for all those who know the details. In
fact, it involved rape of several hapless women
as also Killing of many including children, at a
besieged home in the aftermath of the Godhra
train burning incident. The case was transferred
to a Mumbai court which convicted the rapists.
When the plea for remissioin o fthe life sentence
of the accused reached the Supreme Coyrt, it
directed the Gujarat government to take a deci-
sion based on its Remission policy of 1992 that
existed when the crime occurred in 2002. The
state governmentnow claimsthat itwas a loose-
ly drafted order - giving the BJP dispensation
sufficient scope to act in favour ofthe convicts.
It would look as if the government was simply
waiting for this opportunity to hurriedly sit and
decide on the matter. Note the fact that speed is
normally not an attribute of our goverhments
while responding to such matters.

Most glaringly, the Gujarat Government
bared its saffron fangs. Its action is anti-woman,
anti-minority and inhuman. Those who indulge
in gang-rape and manslaughter do not deserve
sympathy. While agreeing that courts have to go
by the prescriptions in the rule book but situa-
tions like these would require them to look at
matters from the humanitarian points ofview as
well. The justice dispensation system grants as
much elbow room for them to hold forth. The
message that this remission o f sentence sends out
to the wider world and to the minorities within
the country is one of utter hopelessness.

the I-.dilor

To fertilise or
not to fertilise

Editor,

Social mediaplatforms in
the last two days have come
up with a very interesting
development on a major
policy shift of this MDA
Govt relating to Agriculture
and Agriculture production.
It is interesting because the
Government claims that it
is approaching this major
policy decision based on the
demands of the agricultur-
ists. Concern is no mention
was made of the needs of
the larger section of soci-
ety which goes beyond the
vested interests of a few
farmers. Here things get
interesting as it is evident
that the major policy deci-
sion ( already taken it seems)
springs Solely from the de-
mands of organised groups
of farmers from East Khasi
Hills only. What about the
views/opinions of fanners
from the other 11 districts
ofthe state? Apparently not
taken. Question is whethera

major policy decision affect-
ing the whole state be taken
based only on the demands
of a few farmers from one
district only? Who are these
fanners? Do they represent
the interest of farmers ofthe
state or only the electoral
interests ofa few politicians?
The haste ofthe decision, on
the eve of elections, raises
public suspicion.
Meanwhile the Minister
for Agriculture who belongs
to the PDF speaks on this
major policy decision in
one voice while the Dy CM
, who has nothing to do with
Agriculture (but who inter-
estingly belongs to the NPP)
speaks in another voice. So
is the MDA coalition which
from the very start had no
Minimum Common Policy
and which has been steam-
ing along in fits and starts;
knee jerk reactions (called
Policies) in another ofits epi-
leptic fits to please individual
political constituencies?
The decisionto revertto a
fertiliser cum pesticide mode
of Agriculture and of aban-
doning the Organic Policy
enunciated earlier appears to

North East Christian Churches
& Clean Elections Movement

Of all the North Eastern
states the elections in Miz-
oram are exceptionally free,
fair and just as claimed by
many sections in that state
and outside including gov-
ernment authorities. This
is thanks to Presbyterian
Church, the Young Mizo As-
sociation and the civil societ-
ies. How isthis possible ? The
answer is simple. Because
free, fair and just elections
(clean elections) has become
a people's movement. Each
voter has vouched to make
each election clean because
each one has understood his/
her sacred democratic right
of franchise. This has come
about as a result of many
factors and it is too long a
list to enumerate the factors
in this limited space. But the
major credit for clean elec-
tions in Mizoram is due to
the hard and zealous works of
the Mizoram Peoples' Forum
(MPF) which comprises sev-

eral church bodies and civil m

society groups mainly the
YMA. Itis indeed their com-
mitment, dedication, unity,
co-operation, co-ordination
and understanding to ensure
clean, fair, just, free and suc-
cessful elections in Mizoram
in the past and they promise
to oontinue to be so even in
future as long as the MPF
exists.

Specific mention must be
made here, that the prime
movers and the engine ofthe
bold initiatives for free, fair
and just ( clean elections or
clean politics) in Mizoram
definitely comes from the
Presbyterian Church Synod
and the Young Mizo Associa-
tion. The rest of the NGOs
and Civil Societies which
together constitute the MPF,
came in later to form a pow-
erful lobby to ensure smooth
preparations, processes,
participation and conduct
of elections. The fact that
each and every election in
Mizoram is free, fair, just
and clean from all sorts of
fear and favours, evil designs
and devices, corruption and
corrupt practices is because
of the ability of the MPF to
organise, guard, Supervise,
monitor and control every-
thing up-to the booth level.
Another important aspect
that must be prominently
highlighted in connection
with elections in Mizoram
is the fact that all political
parties, including Indepen-
dents,.and the MPF have to
agree to work together and
cooperate to ensure clean,
free, fair and just elections
by adhering to the rules and
provisions laid down by the
MPF to be signed by repre-
sentatives ofpolitical parties,
Independents (if there are
any) and the representatives
of MPF. This is called sign-
ing of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU). The
signing of the MoU with all
political parties applies not
only for the Assembly elec-
tions but also for MP, District
Council, Aizawl Municipal
Corporation, Aizawl Local
Council and even Village
Council Elections.

It is of utmost importance

be based on the low produc-
tion ratio between Organic
and Inorganic agricultural
products. True, but this is
no recent earth-shaking dis-
covery. It was known from
the start. The higher price
of organic products was felt
sufficient to counter the loss
of quantity of production.
Problem here is the non-
existence or official follow
up on a lucrative market for
organic products. Govern-
ment was supposed to have
facilitated such markets,
within and outside the state.
This was not done. In view
of Government failure to do
this, is the decision to junk
Organic farming and revert
back to inorganic farming
justified?

The earlier decision to
go in for organic farming
was based primarily on three
main issues (a) that organic
products fetched a higher
price.(b) It was more suit-
able forupland farming such
as ours and is the globally
prefened mode in a World
that is desperately seeking
to reduce chemical footprints
in agricultural practices(c)

By Philip Marwein

to highlight some important
points contained in the MoU
prepared and laid down by
the powerful body, the MPF,
some ofwhich are taken from
ECI strictures. Foremost
is that each stakeholder in-
volvedin the election should
ensure that it is clean, fair and
just. Each voter should cast
his/her vote willingly, freely
and no free transport from
candidates or their agents is
allowed to reach the" polling
booth. It askes candidates to
strictly adhere to the ceiling
ofexpenditure, no cash, no fa-
vours, no gifts in cash or kind

character and having adverse
antecedents, having crimi-
nal records, infidelity back-
grounds, unstable character,
unsound mind, quarrelsome
and other antisocial records in
society. However, MPF val-
ues candidates who are law
abiding, righteous, religjous,
educated and cooperative,
with good reputation, blame-
less, trustworthy, capable and
free from corruption.

While it is a fact that the
Election Commission of In-
dia conducts elections in
Mizoram through the State
election machinery but the

“What each Christian denomination does
within theirfour walls with regards to clean
elections and clean politics is not known.
What all eligible Christians voters in

Meghalaya know, 'like non-Christian voters

do, is to sheepishly and obediently exercise
their right tofranchise onpolling days
as notified by the ECI.

to any individual or groups
even tea and snacks are not
allowed to be served during
or after meetings. Flags,
posters, banners, badges are
strictly regulated and fixed in
size and number and placesto
be displayed. The provisions
in the MoU strictly disallow
picnics, partying, borrowing
or taking foodstuffs from
shops during elections lest it
leads to corrupttactics played
by candidates.

Once elections are de-
clared by the ECI, parties and
candidates are not allowed
to hold election processions
and rallies. Even public elec-
tion campaigns and com-
mon platforms are held and
organised only under the
guidance and supervision
of the MPF members: even
house to house canvassing

responsibility shouldered
by the MPF to ensure clean,
free, fair and just elections
is indeed praiseworthy. It
has made the task ofthe ECI
and the Mizoram state Elec-
tion machinery very light.
Actually, it isthe MPF that is
running the whole show right
from the time of announce-
ment of the election sched-
ules till the time of voting.
In fact, the whole election
process and electioneering is
closely monitored by MPF.
Violation by any candidate or
his election agent / canvass-
ers of any rule and provision
contained inthe MoU agreed
and signed by the parties
involved'invites strict action
by MPF and unfair practices
are declared publicly in the
concerned constituency /
constituencies wherever the

“On various malpractices,
corruption and corruptpractices before
and during elections to Parliament,
State Assembly and District Councils,
Meghalaya is not at allfreefrom these
evils, but certainly it is nowhere near
the scale o fNagaland.

can be held only with the
supervision of members of
MPF. Public entertainers
are not allowed to campaign
during elections. Misuse of
social media to spread false
propaganda, misinformation,
misrepresentation etc., are
banned and not permitted by
MPF and also punishable
by law. Besides, manifes-
toes, policy and programmes
which are false and which
cannot be fulfilled are totally
banned even by ECI.

On setting up of candi-
dates by political parties the
MPF is very strict by putting
forward certain stringent con-
ditions. Parties are pointedly
asked not to set up people of
disrepute, having infamous

to prevent unregulated and
unsupervised use of pesti-
cides , especially on veg-
etables, ivhich were sold
and consumed by people of
East Khasi Hills. The high
incidence ofcancer in EKHs
was linked to this factor. So,
is the health ofthe public to
be sacrificed for a few rupees
profit of some farmers?

In view of the above ma-
jor factors the whole state
of Meghalaya needs to be
considered before any major
long term policy decision
is taken on the subject, (a)
Since the health of consum-
ers is now under question, it
is unfair/unwise/unhealthy/
politically unethical for such
a decision to be taken by
the Agriculture Department
alone without the considered
opinionofthe Health Depart-
ment. Has this been done? If
not then why not, if only in
the interest of the general
public? (b) If no proper sci-
entific research has been
conducted to support such a
major policy shift, how can
the same be endorsed by a
few politicians, whose aca-
demic qualifications and ca-

violation or breach has oc-
curred.

Coming to Meghalaya
which has about 76 per cent
Christian population with
several Christian denomina-
tions - the majority being
Catholics, Presbyterians and
the Baptists, so far the Chris-
tian churches in Meghalaya
have not taken any stance on
having clean elections (clean
politics) like that ofNBCC in
Nagaland and Presbyterian
Church Synod in Mizoram.
Neither did it jointly or oth-
erwise issued any standing
written ordefs, instructions
or notifications to that effect
to the Christian faithful to fol-
low and practise accordingly.
Once in a blue moon a loose

pacity to understand, leaves
muchto be desired, withouta
widerpublic discourse onthe
subject inthe public domain.
Scoring political brownie
points is uncalled for. Ap-
proaching elections or not a
more in-depth examination
on the subject is called for.
It is totally unethical to
make such a decision based
only onthe demands ofa few
farmers, who perhaps are
supporters ofsome politician
or the other, taking advan-
tage of approaching elec-
tions to achieve more profits.
Political expediency cannot
be at the cost of the welfare
ofthe general public. These
farmers seem to be interested

only in the profit they make..

This is understood. What is
difficult to understand is for
the cabinet to be influenced
by such demands alone with-
outtaking into consideration
the wider ramifications of
such decisions.

These doubts are being
raised not because of politi-
cal preferences of one party
over the other. They are the
outcome from concerns for
the general welfare of a

entity by the name Khasi-
Jaintia Church Leaders Forum
(KJCLF) appears onthe scene
from nowhere appealing to
political parties of Meghalaya
to rein intheir elected legisla-
tors (MLAs/MP/MDCs) and
ensure probity in public life.
Once or twice during the last
50 years this Forum has ap-
pealed to the public (voters)
of Meghalaya through media
to elect legislators that are ca-
pable, have integrity are God-
fearing etc. Butnowhere have
they mentioned that corrupt
practices should be curbed
during elections. That is all
from the Christian Churches
as a whole here. What each
Christian denomination does
within their four walls with
regards to clean elections and
clean politics is not known.
What all eligible Christians
voters in Meghalaya know,
like non-Christian voters do,
is to sheepishly and obedi-
ently exercise their right to
franchise on polling days as
notified by the ECI.

On various malpractices,
corruption and corrupt prac-
tices before and during elec-
tions to Parliament, State As-
sembly and District Councils,
Meghalaya is not at all free
from these evils, but certainly
itisnowhere near the scale of
Nagaland. Butregarding vot-
ing onpolling days ithas been
found that over the years they
have been free and to a large
extent fairand peaceful. How-
ever, the diabolical tactics and
corrupt practices indulged in
by political parties, candi-
dates, their sponsors, finan-
ciers and agents are rampant.
Favours, gifts and money are
still very attractive to voters
in exchange for votes and at
times even en-bloc voters are
won over by such baits.

Religion still plays a key
role even today in the choice
of candidates at party levels
and while voting. The major
reason as to why clean, trans-
parent and accountable gov-
ernance is absent in the state
and also .why there is high
prevalence of mal-practices
and corruption before and
during elections is because
those leading the Christian
churches here are cowards.
They are too scared to come
out openly and take on the
government and its agencies
head-on by publicly speaking
out and openly condemning
corruption, corrupt practices
and various other evils. The
same thing happens before
and during elections. The
Christian churches are laid-
back and stay in their own
comfort zones andjust watch
the drama from afar. This in-
difference emboldens the per-
petrators ofwrongdoings both
in times of elections and in
governance. The worstworry
and fear for well-intentioned
people of Meghalaya is to act
and pray that the temple of
democracy (Legislative As-
sembly) will never be filled
up and dominated by crooks
of the politician-bureaucrat-
business class nexus. We can
very well imagine what the
future will hold forthe 36 lakh
people of the state if such a
thing happens.

larger public. We all know
that Assembly elections are
approaching and ofthe need
for politicians to appease
their voter base and support-
ers . But should this be done
atthe cost ofthe health ofthe
people? The electorate has
to decide. It cannot remain
dumb and quiet on such
crucial issues. As a former
agriculture officer serving
in another state | feel com-
pelled to raise my concerns
and hence this letter.

In view of the dangers
posed by chemical fertilis-
ers and pesticides to human
lives, may | ask what the
other MLAs who are not
in the Government have to
say about this potentially
dangerous move ofthe MDA
Government which seems to
be aimed at commerce at the
cost of public health.

Yours etc.,
AK Mukherjee,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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L_et there be true and
authentic celebration

ofIndependence
By D. V. Kumar

India is celebrating 75
years of independence and
rightly so. Independence
day constitutes a momentous
day inthe life ofanation.It
represents the possibility of
fulfilling hopes and aspira-
tions of billions of people
andtherefore itis something
one cherishes and emotional-
ly becomes attached to. True
and authentic celebration
of independence day actu-
ally involves celebrating the
fundamental values which
guided the freedom struggle
that led to independence in
1947. One needs to reaffirm
the values which were in
the forefrontofour freedom
struggle inthe process ofcel-
ebrating independence day.
Otherwise it would be an
empty celebration. Carrying
tiranga and chanting slogans
may be part of an officious
definition of celebration of
independence but thatwould
be only symbolic in nature.
Real celebration ofindepen-
dence calls for celebration of
those values which guided

our freedom struggle.

What were those values
which guided our struggle
against colonialism which
need to be reaffirmed on
the occasion of 75 years of
independence?’These values
are democracy, secularisin,;
pluralism and respect for
the dignity of the other. It
needs to be recalled that our
national movementwasnota
homogenous and monolithic
movement. It had multiple
currents, thought processes
and different nanatives vied
for their space within the
freedom movement. There
was Gandhi , the biggest
and the tallest nationalist
among them for whom the
goal of total independence
was non-negotiable. At the
same time, he was quite
disturbed by the kind of de-
structive nationalist passions

and different forms of op-
pression. He emerged as
the most authentic voice
of the oppressed section
of the society. There were
serious arguments between
Gandhi and Ambedkar over
what should demand their
attention-the political ques-
tion of independence or
the socio-cultural issue of
emancipation of dalits. But
they had the sagacity and
maturity to engage with each
other despite such sharp dif-
ferences in the larger inter-
est of India.

Then there was Nehru
who had sharp differences
with Gandhi over the ques-
tion of large scale industri-
alisation of India. He had
immense ,faith in the abil-
ity of the big industry to
solve the massive problems
that India was facing but
Gandhi reposed faith in
the small scale sector and
village economy. In fact,
Nehru had, a problematical
relation with the very idea
of nationalism especially

because of what happened
in Europe in the name of
nationalism. But at the same
time, he saw a great need to
fight for independence from
the British under the inexo-
rable influence of Gandlii.
The revolutionary ideas xtf
Bhagat Singh and Subhas
Chandra Bose, which cre-
ated a sense of discomfort
for Gandhi,. competed for
space within the national-
ist struggle. Bhagat Singh
was aware ofthe contradic-
tions in the society which
undermined the nationalist
struggle. The caste system,
untouchability and commU-
nalism posed a great threat
to the success ofthe national
movement. He felt that un-
less these were tackled ef-
fectively, the possibility of
achieving truly democratic
and free India was greatly

“There was Gandhi, the biggest
and the tallest nationalist among them
for whom the goal o ftotal independence
myas non-negotiable. At the same time,
he was quite disturbed by the kind of
destructive nationalistpassions that
Europe saw and calledfor a nationalism
which was based on democracy
and respectfor each other. ”

that Europe saw and called
for a nationalism which was
based on democracy and
respect for each other. In
his own words, ‘it is not na-
tionalism that is evil, it is the
narrowness, selfishness and
exclusives which is the bane
of modem nations which is
the evil’. It is this enlight-
ened understanding ofwhat
nationalism should mean
which made him lead the
most non-violent and peace-
ful anti-colonial struggle.
Then we had Ambedkar for
whom political democracy
would be incomplete with-
out social democracy. The
startling socio-economic
disparities and the subjuga-
tion and marginalisation ofa
large section of the society,
that is, Dalits must be over-
comejust asthe fight against
the oppressive colonial rule
happened. He argued that
independence would not
mean much for those who
were on the margins of soci-
ety and even if one achieved
independence for the coun-
try, it would mean freedom
only for the powerful and
dominant sections of the
society. Real freedom should
include removal of stark
socio-economic disparities

compromised.

As one can see that there
were critical differences
among all those mentioned,
above but they had great
respect for each other anii
none of them accused the
other of being anti-national
and unpatriotic. What is that
which was common to them
because of which they were
to able to Work together
and respect each other. It
was their immense faith
in the fundamental values
of human existence, that
is, secularism, democracy,
pluralism and respect for
the dignity of the other.
Withoutthese values guiding.
them, they would have found
themselves at loggerheads
with each other and unable
to launch a concerted attack
on British colonial rule.

Therefore, today when
we are celebrating 75 years
of independence, let us not
lose sight o f.these funda-
mental values which guided
our freedom struggle. The
very essence of indepen-
dence would be lost if we
do not respect and uphold
these values.

(D. V.Kumar isProfessor,
Dept of Sociology, NEHU,
Shillong)
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What The Most Hated Man on the Internet

gets right (and wrong) about ‘revenge pom’

The convicted criminal and self-described
“professional life ruiner” Moore enabled the non-
consensual distribution of thousands of private
images by founding “revenge porn” website Is
Anyone Up?.

The documentary captures what revenge porn
is, how it is carried out and how traumatic it can
be for victims. The women in the series were not
stereotyped as being naYve or at fault, as they of-
ten are in media coverage. The series showed how
the thousands of people who share the image play
arole in revenge porn, not just the first person to
upload them.

As a former probation officer, 1’m interested in
how society views sexual crime, and how we treat
women who are victims. The docuseries could
have gone further by talking about brave women
as victims of gender-based violence, not just “re-
venge porn”.

This term overlooks that private, images shared
without consent are not always actually porno-
graphic. It also blames the victim, because it sug-
gests they did something to deserve revenge. While
I’ve used it above as most readers will be familiar
with the term, for the rest of the article | will talk
instead about image-based sexual abuse.

The series doesn’t make especially clear that it
is normal to take and send images of yourself as

he most hated man on the internet, according
I to a new Netflix docuseries, is Hunter Moore.

NTERNE

part of sexual self-expression, but when someone
shares them without consent, it can be a form of
domestic abuse. The-internet is saturated with
such images. There are now over 3,000 websites
dedicated to image-based sexual abuse, and reports
to the government’s revenge porn helpline are in-
creasing year on year.

Victims of revenge porn become isolated and
frightened of what others think of them. Because of
this, many experience mental health issues includ-
ing®TSD and depression.

As the docuseries showed, victims are usually
female. Data from early 2022 shows that in the
UK, 81% were. Their images are generally shared
without their permission by men, though not usually
those who hack into their accounts. Most image-
based sexual abuse is perpetrated by ex-partners.

Many people imagine an angry ex-partner com-
mits this crime for retaliation after an unwanted
break-up. However, this is not always the case. A
2021 study of over 2,000 British people conducted
by the law firm Slater & Gordon found some men
wanted to scare their victim. Others thought it was
“a laugh”, an attitude shared by the perpetrators in
the Netflix documentary.

We live in a society where misogyny and male
entitlement leads to violence against women and
girls. “Upskirting” and images of breastfeeding
taken without consent are also forms of sexual
abuse, and evidence of the sexual harm caused

Bake more

to women in our society. A 2017 study found that
the impact on victims of this kind of sexual abuse
is similar to that of sexual assault. On this basis,
many campaigners and researchers argue it should
be a specific sexual crime.

WHAT THE SERIES DOESN’T COVER

The Most Hated Man on the Internet series gave
a sense of what was happening in the US, but not in
the UK- To tackle this crime, the UK government
is trying to regulate the internet. The online safety
bill proposes forcing internet providers to be more
proactive in removing image-based sexual abuse,
rather than waiting for victims to report it.

In England and Wales, “revenge porn” became
a specific offence in 2015, with a penalty of up to
two years in prison. The threat of sharing non-con-
sensual private images became illegal in 2021.

Even with these laws, victims are understand-
ably reluctant to speak to police. This isn’t helped
when police officers don’t have enough training
or understanding abput these experiences. Some
officers have blamed women for being victims of
image-based sexual abuse. Currently, only a frac-
tion of police reports of image-based sexual abuse
lead to a charge or summons to court.

When victims do report, one third of them don’t
pursue a charge because they cannot be guaranteed
anonymity in a “communications offence”. If im-
age-based sexual abuse was a sexual offence, then

»

all baking needs.
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victims would have to be kept anonymous.

VICTIM SUPPORT

Another thing the docuseries showed was the
importance of family support, both for the victim
on an emotional level, and in seeking justice.
The highlight of the series, for me, was Charlotte
Laws, the mother of one of Moore’s victims. She
campaigned against his website, and didn’t stop
once her daughter’s image were taken down. She
syppofted other victims and the FBI in a fight for
justice against Hunter Moore.

Victims of image-based sexual abuse clearly
need support, but not all have someone like Char-
lotte. Destiny Benedict, another of Moore’s victims;
has since discussed how vulnerable andisolated she
felt during her experience. The docuseries portrays
Moore manipulating Benedict into sending hint
more content so he would remove photos of her
children from his website. , B

The UK government has recently increased fufid- 1
ing for the Revenge Porn Helpline. The helpline
is a place for people to rep.ort being a Victim, but
also a source of support which helps take imae&s
down. . -

The Most Hated Man on the Internet has drawn
important attention to this issue, but there is more
wp can all do to support victims of revenge pom,
starting with recognising it for the abuse it is. (The
Conversation) '<

Spotlight on
Indian Textiles

ne secret that every begin-
O ner baker wants to know is

how to demold your cakes
and cupcakes without it getting
stuck on the bottom or having un-
clean edges, or how to bake your
cookies without worrying about
puddles of butter all around the
cookie. The answer to all these
problems is a cooking sheet.
Thanks to the innovative Cook-
ing Sheet, you can bake more and
worry less!

But have you heard
of a cooking sheet?

Luve Oberoi, Sr. Marketing
Manager, Asahi Kasei India, says,
"It is basically a baking paper that
is silicone-coated on both sides to
prevent food from sticking so that

you can bake without making any
mess. Just place the sheet on the
tray or pan inside the oven and
you're ready to go! These sheets
are not new, they have been used
by professionals for a while but
they are becoming a common
piece of cookware at home and
have several advantages that are
certainly worth knowing.1

He continued...

NON-STICK: You don't need
to use any butter or oil to grease
the pan when you are using the
Cooking Sheet. It is non-sticky
and leaves no stain on the sheet.
The silicon-coated on both sides
of the sheet makes it a viable op-
tion for being a healthy and regu-
lar choice for all baking needs as

it can be used in both Microwave
and Oven. The dual-use enhances
the importance of the product.

HEAT RESISTANT: It is heat-
resistant which means it won't
burn in the oven, allowing anyone
to bake anything at the highest
temperature of a recipe's needs.
The paper does not crumble even
in high temperatures- of up to 250
degrees kept for approximately
20 minutes. It provides adequate
heat required to properly bake
the product and prepare a freshly
cooked delicacy to enjoy. You
just have to place the sheet on
the tray or pan inside the oven
and you're done. Leave the rest
to see the magic it creates. The
quality of silicone used in the
product makes it a perfect fit for

EASY CLEANING AND CUT-
TING: Itis anon-sticky and non-
greasy paper which makes it quite
easy for anyone to clean the tray
or the pan as it leaves no stain on
the tray or the pan. One just needs
to remove the sheet after use and
that's it - no cleaning is required
at all. To makethe task easy, these
Cooking Sheets have an inbuilt
cutter and can be easily torn from
the roll in a hassle-free way.

VARIED USES: It is a versa-
tile product that has many varied
uses in the cooking process. It is
a grease-proof paper that makes
it feasible for being used more
than once for the same recipe. It
can also be used for making a soft
dough where no direct contact
with a rolling pin is required and
only a pinch of flour is required.
It can also be used as a wrapping
paper to wrap Frankies, Wraps,
and Rolls. Notjust this but it can
also be used to bake in a Micro-
wave as well as in the Oven.

A HEALTHY' CHOICE TO
SWITCH: Eating healthy does
not require one to give up one's
favourite foods but less calorie
intake is important for a healthy
lifestyle. So this cooking sheet
comes to your rescue as there is
no need to use any butter or oil
to grease the sheet before use
which makes it a healthy switch-
ing option as itreduces the calorie
intake to a great extent. There
is also no need to use cooking
spray to avoid sticking the food
to the pan.

COOKING SHEETS: They
are also great for dessert that you
cannot simply flip over but actu-
ally need to lift out of your bak-
ing pans. Millionaire shortbread,
brownies, fudge, dessert bars,
and other desserts that if you flip
over, might fall apart or create
a messy dessert. You can essen-
tially bake, roast, cook, and much
more with these sheets, which are
easily the most overworked and
underappreciated items in any
kitchen, yet using them will give
you a brilliant culinary advan-
tage. (IANSlife)

utr Santati, an exhibition,
brings together various tex-

tile traditions from around
India to commemorate 75 years
since the' country became inde-
pendent. It was planned and pro-
duced by some ofthe nations most
renowned artisans, craftspeople,
designers, and artists. They see
the topics, methods, and materi-
als employed in the specifically
commissioned fabrics shown here
through the prism of innovation.
By doing this, they emphasise the
role of fabric, a significant legacy
of Indian nationalism, in defining
the nations modern cultural scene
and advancing its inventiveness.
Sutr Santati literally translates

to "yarn consistency." The title of
the show serves as ametaphor for
the continuing conversations that
define Indian culture and society
and unite the past and present.
This, its second version, is built
on the principles of ecological
preservation and workmanship.
The first, which debuted in 2018-
19 and celebrated Mahatma Gan-
dhi's 150th birthday, was titled
Santati Mahatma Gandhi: Then
Now Next and honoured his pro-
gressive viewpoints on sustain-
ability and circular industries via

textiles, fashion, and design.

Textiles made by hand weav-
ing, embroidery, resist dyeing
printing, painting, and appli-
que, among other techniques for
modifying yarn and fabric, are ofi
display. Local fibres including
Kandu and Kala cotton, mulberry
and wild silks, camel and sheep
wool, goat and yak hair, as well
as lotus, banana, and water hya-
cinth; are used in these commisV
sions. The«xhibition's curatorial
vision is to advance the concepts
of organic and slow consumerisiij
in defining a country's self-wortir,
such as India, as well as the in-
herent group and collaborative
efforts that are necessary to ad-
vance such objectives. The rural
and the urban, the historical and
the modern, and most importantly
the local and the global, coqi$
together on this road.

The Abheraj Baldota Founda-
tion is hosting the Lavina Bal-
dota-curated exhibition. Nearly
75 participants from a variety of
backgrounds-including fashion
and textile designers, craftspeo-
ple, artists, textile revivalists,
organizations/NGOs, and de-
sign institutions - are on show.
(IANSlife)
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New Zealand: ft paradise

forthosewiththe lens

rom magnificent mountain peaks to wild
coastal beachesand vibrant urban centers,
New Zealand is aphotographer’s dream in ev-

there are a number of different interesting subjects
to point your camera at. Photos of New Zealand
in spring will often feature the lupin - a beautiful

ery way. Year-round, majestic vistas and evergrebne/purple flower abundant in many of our national

forests present numerous possibilities for capturing
stunning imagery. The diversity of the landscapes
that can be captured here is unlike anywhere else
on earth - thephoto opportunities are endless.-

In summer, take advantage of the long days and
warm, golden light. As summer turns to autumn,
the crowds disappear leaving open countryside with
clear crisp blue skies. Snow-capped mountains,
misty landscapes, and flowing waterfalls are the
hallmarks of winter. In spring the return of warmer
weather brings a stunning display of wildflowers
mixed with frolicking wildlife. Here are some great
tips for photography in New Zealand through their
majestic seasons:

Capture the warmth of the pleasant summer
breeze during spring (September - November)

Spring is one of the perfect seasons to click im-
ages that carry a pleasant summer breeze. Spring in
New Zealand is a great time for photography, and

parks. New Zealand has around 200 species of fern,
the fern ‘koru’ is often photographed - this is the
tightly rolled spiral shape of new fronds or leaves.
Another popular subject amongst photographers vis-
iting in spring, is the Aurora Australis, or Southern
Lights. The phenomenon is visible quite often in
winter and spring, and with the temperatures rising,
spring is a more pleasant time to stand outdoors
with your camera late at night.

Photograph sunshine ,and playful wildlife
during summer (December - February)

Summer in New Zealand sees the Fiordland crest-
ed penguin returning to Milford Sound on the South
Island’s lower West Coast. New Zealand fur seals
and several species of dolphin can also be spotted
there at this time of year, so it is recommended
to grab your camera anil test out your eye for a
wildlife snap in Fiordland National Park. The great
thing about photography in a setting as beautiful as

‘Star - Gazing’

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Moon trine Mercury on your solar return chart and it will give favorable results.
You win have monetary gains but your expenses will mount Your business will
flourish. A1 your business expenses plans witi get implemented. You will also
geta good job offer. You could be promoted in your job as well. Some enemies
or opponents may tty to conspire against.you. You need to be careful in money
matters. Alhough you wK do your work with lot of, cleverness and tacts, still you
need to show wisdom and patience. Always take Mo confidence your trustwor-
thy fefows. You will be successful in matters related to heart. Your spouse/
partner will understand your feelings well. You win give enough time to your
family menders. The property disputes between you and your siblings will get
resolved amicably. If you woric systematically you wHI surely eam good profits.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)
It is going to be a fantastic week for you. There will be modesty
and gentleness in your behavior You will be able to make lot
ofnone and bme for youiself. You will go for a diange in your
image. You wiH have lot of positivity and your work will get
completed. You wiB have concentration in your job and busi-
ness. It will result in good changes leading to good things
happening to you. You will also take ,proper steps to make
things better. Your prestige will grow. It is a good time and you
A Wj make good progress. Your faith in God will be stronger.
Husband and wife will share wonderful bonding. This time wil
bring a new meaning and new light in your life. There will be
good bonding with your siblings. You will be caring about the
need of your family members. ,
Taurus: (April 21- May 21) ) . ) .
The time will be totally suitable. You will-have time to fulfill your
aspirations and dreams. You will be devoted towards your
work. You win also make best use of internet and social media
platform. You will get lot of information about your subject. It will
f be a knowledge gaining week. You will also have a good time
with your family. You can also attend parties and functions. If
you are a bachelor, there are chances of an engagement or a
wedding. You will have achievements on your own abilities
and skill. You will prosper in your business. You will decide
your targets. Take care of your elder's health. Legal matters
will get settled. Financially and in business you will have
profits. You will make good investments of money. You will have
the best pleasures of' He.
Gemini: (May 22- June 21)
It wifl be a favorable time period for you. You will put your best
in your work. You win be full of energy. There will be financial
profits. You will be cheerful and happy. You will have lot of self
confidence. You will also mate a new start. There will be lot of
traveling to do. You will meet lot of people and make lot of
money. You win be successful. You will enjoy entertain along
with doing work. You wit spend pleasant time with your loved
ones. It win be an profitable days. You will have dose friend’s
support. You win also recover your money. Means of pleasure
wiH come down. Your family will support you a lot. Pending work
will speed up. You will also benefit in partnership with your
associates in business.
Cancer (June 22 - July 22) ) ) .
The time will be suitable. You will get rid of past problems. You
wiH also start new projects. You will be successful in exams,
interviews and competitions. You will have a wonderful roman-
ce life. Lovers wifl meet each other. You can be preparing for
special functions and festivals. You will also make efforts to
solve their problems. It will be an beneficial days. You will be
benefitted from everywhere. You will get your favorable re-
suts. You wH also take a few risks. Marriage of a family member
w9 gettod. You wil be working hard to get success in life.
Your public contacts will be expanded.
iter (July 23- Au%ust 23) ) o ) ) n
The benévolent Jupiter will bring lot of financial success for
you You wiH have monetary gains. You wilt be working hard to
get You will be in the mood for only work. Your peers
C* and superiors will cooperate with you. You will also enjoy
quaMy time with your family members. You will be in a mood of
merriment You can go to a cinema or party. Youc self confi-
(lence wijj| be much higher. Your public contacts will also
expand You wffl get wealth and money. Love birds wil have
awonderful time. Your materialistic pleasures will increase.
You wM also leave some new skills. You will get rid of past
problems aid new projects will get started.

VH50: (August 24-J efiember 22y jn your wQ[l<

be satisfied with what you get. You wffl put your best efforts, but
te results will come later. You win take steps in the direction of
fuMHng your long timewhishes, dreams and ambitions. You

* % *
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business. You wil
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will get good job/business offers. Your associates will make
way for you. You will travel a distance to improve your ties with
your relatives. You will be trying your best to strengthen the
relations. The.time will be favorable. You wil win the battle of
life. In the office despite the rivals opposing. You will be far
ahead with your hard work. You will get a good chance to
prosper. You will have support and love. You will suddenly get
a news.
Libra: (September 23- Libra 23)
The week will be spent iA good works. Your professional work
will gain momentum. You will get inspired to perform weU. You
will have the enjoyment of self expression. You can also get
promoted m your job. A new project can also get initiated. You
will adopt new methods in business and feel yourself being
more effective. You will be active and get your job finished in
time. Your days will be busy as you do your works seriously.
The company of friends and family will have you feel energetic.
You can also plan to go out with your family for picnic, movie or
fun filed activities. Newly weds will spend their time together
happily.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
This is a favorable time period for you. You will move ahead on
, the path to success. You will also have financial gains. Your
u 'u growth in business is going to be good. You will put your best
efforts realizing your dreams and you will-get positive results
A for it. Good news will come from somewhere. Time will be
peaceful You will also travel with your family on a travel
destination for fun and relaxation. You will plan well before
doing any work. You will get success in property deals. Time
,win be spent wonderfully. There will be too much of fun and
merniment. Do not lend money to anyone.
Sagittarius:( November 23 - December 23)
The time will be of great results. You will have a wonderful time.
You will be involved in lot of activities. This Is the best ime for
contacts and dialogues. There are chances of recovery of
blocked money. Old disputes wffl get resolved. Family expec-
tations will be more from you. You will come up to their expec-
tations. There will be tensions of additional work load and
excessive expenses. Take decisions wisely in financial mat-
ters. You will be criticized at the workplace but should stay
calm. Lovers can go on dating and plan to get maried. There
will be more closeness between relatives. You can think about
going out. You will be supportive to each other. You will have
profits in business.
Capricorn: (December 22- Januaiy 20)
The time will be normal. You will be result oriented in your work,
there will be profits in businessiwork. You will be cheerful. The
time is for all beneficial days. Your fame will be all around. You
will move towards success in every way. Financially you will be
well off. Your friends will be with you in time of needs. You will
get support of your seniors. You will make changes in life style
and daily routine. Changes will be positve. Meeting with
friends and colleagues will make you happy. You will perform
well in your business. You may get promoted in job. Students
will get good results for their efforts.
Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)
It will be a week that will give you mixed results. You will get
good end bad results both. You wil make good progress in
your job. You will also put your best efforts for the betterment of
your business. You will also get positive results as a result of
K. which you will get the support and encouragement of your
bosses at your work. You will be blessed by your elders in your
family. Your income will be good. You will recover your loaned
money. Unemployed persons will get good job offers. Young-
sters/students will be more serious and dedicated towards
their studies and career. You will invest your money in multiple
schemes and get good retum.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
The time is good. You will make plans to go out of station with
your family. There will be inflow of money. You wil be investing
in some good place. You will have full support of subordinates
in your job. Your bosses will implement your ideas. Your
dreams will come true. You will plan to get married. This is the
best time for weddings and relationships. You will be never
sort of funds. You will buy expensive and valuable items. You
will focus on the future along with the present. In this time, you
will get lot of appreciation. You could be rewarded too. This is
the time to make your dreams come true. You will have achieve-
ments from all over. Your trust in others will be valuable. You
will be able to shine in your field.

#
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Milfqrd Sound is that if the wildlife aren’t playing
1>alL or you can,’t get close enough, the sheer cliffs
of grarfite, plunging into the dark depths of the
sound make for some incredible and equally reward-
ing captures. In picturesque Queenstown, keep an
eye out for the wartn light of the long days in the
W akatipu Basin, sunsets there are often amongst
the most impressive on the
planet. For those who like
their subjects a little more
adventurous, why rfot go
find the rope swing at Lake
Hayes, or ‘Little Thailand’
on Lake Wakatipu, and snap
people throwing themselves
bravely into the refreshing
waters of the lakes around
the Queenstown area? -

Frame the auburn leaves
captured during Autumn
(March - May)

Autumn in New Zealand
is a beautiful time of year
to capture some beautiful
tones of red and yellow.
The deciduous trees turn
from green to red, orange,
and yellow, and the ground
is blanketed in different
shades of autumn leaves.
The small gold mining
settlement of Atrowtown,
in the Wakatipu Basin near
Queenstown, is arguably
the best spot in the country *
to capture the changes in the autumn season. Beauti-
ful, traditional wooden storefronts .characterize the
main street of Arrowtown, .alongside the majestic

poplars shedding their spring and summer leaves
as the temperatures fall. . -

Capture the snow paradise during winter
(June - August)

Crisp, clear blue skies, snow-capped hills as
far aS the eye can see, 4 nd
icy blue lakes describe
winters in New Zealand.
New Zealand’s North Is-
land is characterized by

sssraas—*ts Seothermal activity,
JgSg and its famous volcanoes
include Mt Taranaki, Mt
Ruapehu, Mt Ngauruhoe,
and Mt Tongariro. They
are mighty impressive in
the winter, and when blan-
keted with fresh snowfall
there are few mountains in
the world that look more
impressive. A visit to the.
Chateau Tongariro in the
UNESCO World Heritage
site of Tongariro National
Park gives an opportunity
to photograph ;thf£ unique
architecture of the Chateau,
with the backdrop of snow-
covered volcanoes, and we
don’tthink there’s anything
quite like it anywhere else
on Earth.

With New Zealand’s bor-
ders being opened to all,, it’s
time to visit New Zealand

and discover the photographer in you. (IANSlife)

Music which consistently

strives to bridge cultures

fter releasing a stellar alboum Unbounded —
Abaad that featured legendary musicians like
Bela Fleck and Ustad Zakir Hussain, Indian

is also an evolution from Purbayan’s progressive
approach to Indian classical music, which began in
earnest after a moment of epiphany during one of

sitar player and composer Purbayan Chatterjee lidssé@any trips to California during the 1990s, when

to release a new album ‘Saath Saath’ with flautist
and lifelong friend, Rakesh Chaurasia.

On Wednesday, a new track Yaman Drut — the
second single from the seven-track album — was
made available on streaming platforms.

Saath Saath, which was recorded earlier this year
in Mumbai, features seven ragas for morning and
night and is set to be released on September 9. The
record, co-written with flautist Rakesh Chaurasia,
nephew of legendary flautist Hariprasad Chaur-
asia, draws inspiration from the original spirit of
the raga tradition and provides a beautiful aural
experience.

Purbayan and Rakesh gave a performance as a
duo on August 14 at New York’s Carnegie Hall,
accompanied by Ojas Adhiya on tabla and Taufiq
Qureshi on percussion, and as a trio on August 20
in Jaipur.

Purbayan’s music consistently strives to bridge
cultures as he seeks out new voices and interprets
the classical approach jn novel and innovative ways.
While Saath Saath adheres most closely to the spirit
and traditions of the ragas in style and sound, it

he’d make musical pilgrimage and immerse himself
at the Ali Akbar College of Musle, founded by the
great sarod master, Ustad Ali A&bar.

Purbayan’s previous recording Unbounded --
Abaad from 2021 was a collaboration with banjo
player Bela Fleck and the eminent Ustad Zakir
Hussein, among many others, on & progressive
jazz-rock opus.

Saath Saath was recorded in one or two takes, and
the progression of the album follows the passage
of day and night, with the first half of the album
dedicated to the more soothing morning ragas and
the latter night ragas, building to a crescendo like
in Yaman Drut. ,

Purbayan and Rakesh have been friends for over
two decades, and have steered a similar musical
path, experimenting outside of the classical tradi-
tion. Saath Saath, which literally means ‘doing
something together’, brings Purbayan and Rakesh s
chemistry and friendship to the forefront, and shows
the intimate dynamism between the pair, two unit-
ing souls, through their instruments, the sitar and

the flute. (IANSlife)
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“As soon asyou trustyourself, you
will know how to live.”
—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Exits from Congress committees

THE Congress party’s travails require no elabora-
tion. The setbacks to its existence have been many,
the latest being the abrupt resignations o f Ghulam
Nabi Azad in Jammu and Kashmir and Anand
Sharma in Himachal Pradesh from Committees
they were earlier appointed to . Notably, both are
stalwarts with long years in leadership and lead-
ing faces ofthe G-23 group o freformists seeking
elections at all levels in the Congress. Both feel
they have been ignored and slighted by the party.
Sharma says he would remain a Congressman
forever, but one doesn’t know. Azad is likely to
form a regional outfit for Jammu and Kashmir
as per some reports. Notably, with the Congress
party failing to pick a president for so long, the
mood in the Congress is one ofdesperation. Sonia
Gandhi’s health problems make her continuation
as interim president difficult. The “rudderless”
status of the principal opposition party is music
to the ruling BJP’s ears. Thus, a fear among the
Congress ranks today is that the “exits” crisis in
the party could snowball.

Itis still difficult to write offthe Congress. The
grand old party has been edged out of power in
almost all states since the rise of the BJP led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Regional parties
captured power in several states and thrived at
the cost of the Congress. The tri-colour party
now rules no more than two states - Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh - though it remains as a strong
Opposition in Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Gu-
jaratand Himachal Pradesh. The eyes ofpolitical
analysts are set on the assembly elections due in
several states in the coming months. Ifnot for the
Congress’ own merit, a possible anti-incumbency
wave can be advantageousto thepaly. Ifthe party
wins some of these states, it can act as a morale
boost to Congressmen. This can be the spring-
board on which the party can launch itself on to
the 2024 Parliament polls, or general elections.

While the complacencygfthc ~ S ™ ess estab-
lishment is there for all to see, several situations
today are to the advantage of the BJP. The pres-

ence ofModi at the apex is one. As opinipn polls,

showed, he towers over other leaders. The national
economy is in revival mode when economies
of neighbouring countries as also of the US are
struggling in the post-Covid phase. As of now,
there exists no anti-incumbency mood against
the BJP or Modi. Point to note is, such scenarios
can reverse any time. 2024 is still far away, but
time is running out for the Congress to set its

house in order.

Traffic Woes
in Shillong

Editor,

Apropos of Dr. H.S. Ra-
nhotra’s suggestion on traffic
congestion in Shillong(ST
Aug 18,2022) itisreally sad
to say that the Government
has not taken up any plans
to ease the traffic woes in
Shillong. The traffic regula-
tion was entrusted only to the
police. What are the MLAs,
Ministers as public represen-
tatives doing? Are they not
responsible for all the traffic
woes in Shillong? Since
these VIPs have no personal
problems to move around
themselves, they don’treally
care about the sufferings of
the public due to the traffic
menace. What are they doing
in the Assembly? Are they
not to debate and find out
ways and means on how to
solve the traffic problems in
Shillong? Are they not also
responsible for the state of
affairs of the State? Are
they not elected as public
representatives to see that
the public are not suffering
due to traffic congestion
among others? As public
representatives, they should
have worked out a plan on
solving the problems created
by the increasing number of
vehicles both private and
commercial. The Govt,
should make a law to ease
the traffic flow in Shillong.
They are sitting in the As-
sembly for the purpose of
making a law for the welfare
of the State and its people.
If the Government cannot
do it then who will be able
to do it?

So far, no NGOs have
debated on the traffic snarl

in Shillong. The public are
suffering every day, school-
going children, the office go-
ers and the needy, especially
the sick are suffering due
to lack of will of the Gowvt,
to take strict action to solve
the traffic woes in Shillong.
For what purpose are they
being elected? Are they not
responsible for the everyday
traffic affairs in Shillong?
The State has completed
50 years of statehood, but
the conditions of the roads
are the same even now. No
change has been attempted
by governments, past and
present ontackling the traffic
condition of Shillong. And
we all seem happy to silently
suffer the pain even though
we are facing daily problems
in congested roads that take
us so long to traverse. When
shall we see the change?
Yours, etc.
I.R. Dkhar
Shillong

Shillong’s
stubborn

traffic jams

Editor,

I fully agree with the letter
inyour esteemed daily dated
Aug 17, 2022 by Emidao
Shylla, captioned “Traffic
Congestion, who’s at fault.”
As pointed out by the writer,
we the general public are
equally at fault. Nowadays,
every parent prefers to pick
and drop their children and
wards to school and with
loans readily available, many
prefer to go to work in their
private vehicles. Well, vehi-
cles are becoming a necessity
not so much a luxury but the
one big problem that is con-

Election 2023: Who
should we choose?

The upcoming 2023 as-
sembly election promises
to be an intriguing affair.
Although it hasn’t been
smooth sailing (scams, al-
leged fake encounter, in-
numerable violations of the
ban on coal mining, ethnic
clashes, protest over CAA,
and so on), the NPP is going
into the upcoming elections
with great conviction. This
is mainly due to the fact that
the main opposition party, the
Congress has been decimated
by defections and desertions.
Initsplace AITMC (All India
Trinamool Congress) is tout-
ing itself as an alternative.
It has seasoned leaders like
Mukul Sangma who was a
two-time ChiefMinister from
the Congress. With voting
in the State elections being
more geared towards indi-
viduals rather than the party
per sethere is a strong chance
that TMC could do veiy well
in the upcoming elections.
Whether it will be enough to
win the seats needed to form
the Government is another
matter.

There is, therefore, a lot
of churning that is happen-
ing in the political arena. As
such, a perception has been
created that a vacuum exists
that can be filled with new
people and'new ideas. There
is a belief among some that
there is the genuine possibil-
ity oftaking advantage ofthe
eternal longing of change this
time around. These are the
individuals and groups that
have entered the election
fray promising real change
if voted into power; How-
ever, such rhetoric is actu-
ally used by every political
party before elections. For
common voters like me how
do we know we will get the
change we desire? Who will
actually live up to theirword?
Whom should we trust with
ourvote? *

A couple of months ago
I was at a public meeting
called by one of the new
groups who had decided to
contest the 2023 Assembly
elections. Ex-politicians,
former administrators, pro*
fessionals from various back-
grounds, and academicians,
among others, attended this'
meeting. The meeting was
called to solicit ideas from
those gathered for a vision
and roadmap for the State.
There were those who were
supportive of the initiative
whilf there were also those

stantisthatwhilethe number
ofvehicles are increasing the
roads are still as narrow as
before. To add up, pavements
and even roadsides are being
taken over by the hawkers
who could set up shops and
display their waresjust about
anywhere, unabashedly. Are
we to blame the hawkers or
governments past and pres-
ent who fail to allot a space
for the hawkers to do their
business?

One agrees with the writ-
er, oh the route that the buses
should be allowed to start
from Motphran enroute to
Laitumkhrah, Nongthymmai
via Police Bazar, IGP, Barik.
This way the buses can pick
up school and college goers
and even office goers etc.
Closing this road to public
transport has added up to the
misery of the people who
would like to use such public
transport. A trial basis could
perhaps be carried out to
see if it will help. May one
also urge those in authority
managing the traffic routes to
seek suggestions from stake-
holders, who are working at
the ground level in order to
reap beneficial results.

In order to ease traffic
congestion that more than
often has been attributed to
school timings, can every
school start a school bus
facility of their own to ferry
the children of their schools
back and forth? A schoolbus
that will accommodate .40
students, will definitely save
parking space of let’s say
30 private vehicles. Many
parents may express fear
and concern about the safety
oftheir children inside these
public transports. This4s a
genuine concern but if the

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

who were skeptical about it.

Among those that are
skeptical there are again
two categories. First there
are those that think that ini-
tiative, i.e., contesting the
upcoming election, though
praiseworthy is doomed to
failure. This included an
ex-politician who cited his
own example ofhow despite
his best efforts he could not
fight the system. Winning
the election itself is going
to be nearly impossible. But
even if some of their candi-
dates were to win they will
not succeed in bringing any
substantive change because
of the entrenched systemic
problems. In short, it’s an
attempt doomed for failure.
Secondly, others believed the
group lacked specific policies
that it wanted to implement.
In other words, the group’s
initiative was merely rhetoric
lacking any substance, rais-
ing doubts about whether it
really wanted to bring about
the change that it claimed.
The concerns raised by the
skeptics therefore are that
the group does not want to
bring any change and even if
itwantsto it cannotbring any
change. How does one deal
with such naysayers? By ana-
lyzing whether the concerns
are actually valid.

It is to be accepted that
bringing about any systemic
changes is indeed a difficult
task. One only has.to look
at the best example for that
in India - the caste system.
There was a recent news
reportthat as India was gear-
ing up to celebrate its 75th
anniversary of achieving
independence from British
rule, a nine-year-old Dalit
boy from Rajasthan died
after being beatenypfor

constructs there is always
the possibility for a re-imag-
ination and re-creation based
on fairness and justice. Not
trying to change a malignant
system is a luxury for those
who ‘benefit from the status
quo. Change must happen
and there is a greater chance
ofithappening whenthere is
intenttowards it. Fear offail-
ure is not an excuse for not
trying. Itis an imperative.
The other concern, i.e.,
there is no intent is a more
serious allegation. However
those who raised this issue
missed the point ofthe meet-
ing: it was called specifically
for that reason - to get sug-
gestions for specific poli-
cies. In fact, many specific
suggestions were given by
others present, ranging from
health, the prison system to
education. This still does not
fully allay the concern, which
in my opinion was the real
issue - the assumption that
the group lacks expertise to
understand the nuances of
the policies and their imple-
mentation. This ignores the
fact that expertise is not the
problem, political conviction
isl For example, the Tamil
Nadu Governmenthas ap-
pointed Jean DreZe, a noted
Belgian-born Indian welfare
economist, social scientist
and activist as member of
Economic Advisory Council
to the Chief Minister. Mem-
bers to this Council also
include Esther Duflo (Nobel
laureate), Raghuram Rajah
(former Governor ofReserve
Bank of India), Arvind Sub-
ramanian (former ChiefEco-
nomic Adviser to the Gov-
ernment of India). Hence,
finding expertise to prepare
specific policies and imple-

,ment them is not difficult if

touching a drmkmgwaier'- "there is a political will. This

pot. This is not an isolated
incident. Caste-based dis-
crimination continues to be
a lived reality for many in
the country despite practices
like ‘untouchability’ having
been abolished since the
1950s. In fact, frustrating
though it might be to admit,
it is not going to disappear
very soon. However, this
doesnotmean thatthe system
has to continue in perpetuity.
Such thinking ignores the
fact that the system in which
people find themselves is a
social construct. Just like all

schoolbus is onethatbelongs
to the respective, schools or
is hired by the school then it
would be the responsibility
of the school to employ and
engage a responsible person
who would be provided a
uniform and an identity card
who will cater to the chil-
dren’s safety.

In conversation with par-
ents who are open to sending
their children to school in
school buses, I found outthat
these very parents express
their apprehension in send-
ing their children through
buses run by the government
wherein children from dif-
ferent schools would be ac-
commodated. They feel that
school buses owned by the
school where children from
the same school only would
use with the school authority
managing and taking respon-
sibility forthe children would
be a Safer and more secure
form of transportation.

Traffic congestion is faced
by the common man on a
daily basis. It is our respon-
sibility and the duty of the
government to find out ways
and means to sort this out.

Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Mall at MTC
campus a

harsh decision™

Editor,

It’s become big news re-
garding the present MTC
complex at Police Bazar be-
ing turned into a mall which
presently, | believe is not
genuinely required by the
people of Meghalaya. It will
do more harm than good for

comes back to the external
form of the concern (inter-
nal was the assumed lack of
expertise) being raised, i.e.,
there is no intention to bring
any change. How do we
truly know that? Answer to
this question will determine
whether we will make the
right decision with the vote.
The answer is actually quite
simple: Facta, Non Veibai.e.,
deeds, not words.

During elections every
candidate promises that if
they win, they,will work for
the betterment ofthe people.

the business community , as
most ofthe malls in Shillong
are a failure due to very few
footfalls, apart from creating
more competition. Govem-
.ment should instead invest
-the money in more important
matters, like roads, hospitals,'
engineering and medical col-
leges and other infrastructure
through which youth could
be employed. The Govern-
ment shouldn't take such a
harsh decision of evicting
old tenants whose families
and staff are dependent on
the business in MTC for
decades just to please some
private company. What’s the
point in voting for a govern-
ment which is not sensitive
towards people’s livelihoods
and only favours a few of
the elite? The Government’s
duty and responsibility is to
see that no citizen should
suffer unnecessarily. Further
there's ample space in the
MTC compound where the
Government can do addi-
tional construction without
evicting old tenants.

Yours etc.,

Justic Roy,

Shillong 2

On celebration
of Independence
Day

Editor,

The article by D V Ku-
mar (ST August 21 2022)
has raised some issues in
my mind in the context of
celebration of Independence
Day. India attained freedom
from British rule on Au-
gust 15, 1947 but not before
undivided India was being
divided into two countries

India and Pakistan. Nehru

In other words if they have
power they will bring about
the change. Experience tells
us, many atimes, this does not
happen. This is because doing
something good does not de-
pend on access to power but
on the conviction and desire
to fight for what is right espe
cially when odds are,stacked
against one. To put it very
simply, for me a right candi-
date would say “I worked for
your benefit even when | had
no power and | will continue
working for you even when |
will have no power”. Gain-
ing power is just a medium
but not the goal itself; the
ultimate goal being making
life better for the people. But
that cannot happen if sud-
denly one realizes that they
have to work for the public
during elections and make
a conditional promise, i.e.,
will work if election is won.
That is a disaster waiting to
happen.

For those that are funning
for re-elections the same
principle applies but with
a slight difference “what
did you do when you were
power?” Amnesia (memory
loss) and the hope that people
will change may compel
people to vote for the wrong
candidate again. For the lat-
ter, it is very important to
remember an important facet
Ofhuman life - people don’t
change as long as not doing
sadoes not hann their interest
even if they know what they
are doing is wrong. While
people may harbour hopes of
a non-performing candidate
suddenly changing if given
the chance again, | am sorry
to inform them it will not
happen. As for amnesia, it
is a privilege many of us do
not enjoy. Ifwe suffer from it
during the elections, we will
be forgotten after the election
is over.

Who should we choose
during the 2023 elections? Do
the new entrants, i.e., individ-
uals and groups (like the one
whose meeting | attended)
have anything new and better
to offer? And will they actu-
ally deliver? Or are they Old
wine in a new bottle? Those,
are questions that have to be
answered by every individual
themselves. It is a difficult
choice no doubt. But what
can help us in making that
decision is to remember the
adage: facta, Non Verba. If
we do that we will hopefully
make die right choice.

and Jinnah thus created two
separate countries. Lakhs of
people were suddenly home-
less, thousands were butch-
ered’, women were raped,
children were crushed to
death! Indians never knew the
term "refugee.” The paftition
taught us this word and lakhs
of refugees were "born."
They started migrating to
both sides. Their Settlement®
are still issues of concern in
our country after 75 years of
Independence.

People from both India
and Pakistan believe that
Nehru and Jinnah gave them
freedom. In Indiaespecially,
people are slowly realizing
that it was not just Gandhi
and Nehruwho brought Inde-
pendence. In 1946 the British
Parliament discussed whether
they would leave India with
grace or be thrown out by
Indians. Naturally they opted
for the first choice. The Brit-
ish sensed a mutiny- brewing
in the Indian Armed Forces
after INA knocked on the
eastern borders of India.

Sometimes | wonder how
the British ruled us for 200
years ! There are 50 or more
countries around the world
that celebrate their Indepen-
dence day every year because
they were under colonial rule
for long periods, but do we
know why some ancient rul-
ers and their countries do not
celebrate such days? ?

. Yours etc.,
Anjan Kr Das,
Shillong -6

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Bilkis Bano case, yet another :;1
eye-opener to judge BJP

L_eft and democratic
masses must prepare
for along fight

By Binoy Viswam

On the 75th year of In-
dependence, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as usual was
eloquent in his rhetoric. He
minced no words to impress
upon the people of India
by preaching his govern-
ment’s commitment to the
men and women ofthe coun-
try. Though he addressed
the ‘countrymen’ at definite
intervals, women were not
completely forgotten. A small
portion of his speech was
specially devoted to ‘Nari
Shakti’, where verbal ado-
rations were ornamentally
reserved for women empow-
erment. At the same time, in
Gujaratthe BJP government
was unmasking a different
face of their concern for
women’s rights.

Eleven convicts ofthe Bil-
kis Bano rape case were set
free from the Godhra sub-jail
the same day. ‘Nari Shakti’
of Modi brand is blind to
the plight of the‘women if
they are Muslims or poor.
The country cannot forget
the incident that happened
in Godhra on the fateful
days of 2002, following the

communal riots that engulfed
Gujarat.

Atrocities wer? unleashed
against the hapless Muslim
women in various parts of
the state. In the Bilkis Bano
case, apart from the hei-
nous crime of rape, seven
members of her family were
killed including a three-year
old child. Following the
investigation and trial the
accused were convicted for
life imprisonment. Because
of the, particular nature of
the case, the investigation as
well as the judicial process
was long and complicated,
the hearing was shifted from
Gujarat to Maharashtra.

Even though human right
activists and India's secular
conscience were always on
the vigil, it took six years for
the Judiciary to complete the
trial. From 2008 onwards,
when they were put behind
the bars the Parivar forces
and Gujarat governmentwere
anxious about their freedom
and well-being. Now, after
their ‘long wait’ the rape
convicts are walking out to
the world of freedom created
by the guardians of Pari-
var. Fifteen years after their
conviction and serving the
minimum sentence legally
possible, the script for fee
release of the rape convicts
was carefully drafted under
the guidance of the bigwigs
in the Parivar.

The trajectory ofthe rape
case, from the date of its oc-
currence throws light to this
connection. An application
was filed for the remission
of their punishment in the
Supreme Court in May this
year. The Supreme Court
ordered the Gujarat Govem-

mentto look into the matter,
which subsequently formed
a committee which gave
a unanimous decision to
release the convifts as per
their behaviour during the
sentence and ‘nature of the
crime’! The wheels ofjustige
swiftly moved into action
releasing them through .a
‘special remission policy-
as part of Azadi ka Am-
rit MahotsaV. The partisan
spirit of the committee " s
manifest on the same day
evening. A hero’s welcome
was accorded to them in the
VHP office. S-V

In stark contrast to thisi
as per the India Justice Re-,
port 2020, 68 per cent of
the prisoners inside the jaiis
are under-trials and some of
them have beenjailed with-
out a single charge-sheet
being filed. The custodial
death of Tribal Activist Stan
Swamy who was arrested;in
the fabricated Bhima Kofe-
goan case and was denied
even a sipper to drink wat
on medical grounds, contiiv-
ues to hauht the nation. :%

The message RSS-BJP

govemmentwants to convey
is crystal clear that Azadi
in this country, under their
rule, has a special care for
such kind ofpeople who arf
close to the rulers and their
politics. The basic doctrines
of rule of law and equality
before law are thrown to
the dustbin. The lives and
rights of minorities, Dalits,
women, and the poor are
passing through a series
of violations. The govern-
ment’s move to amend the
criminal laws, in this back-
ground signals new ch$I§
lenges before the oppressed.
The committee entrusted
with the task is having only
five members, all of whonj
are categorically selected
from the upper caste. ..

In the present conditions
ofIndia, the new lawmakers
cannot be expectedto dojus:
tice to the under-privileged
and voiceless. ‘Azadi’ is
not a concept meant only
for celebrations and rhetoric,
it is a great promise of his-
tory before the people that
their country will safeguard
them from all kinds of sup-
pression. It is a promise
of freedom from hunger*
poverty, social and sexual
exploitation. That was the
idea of free India which the
freedom movement shared
with the people of India. The
present ruling dispensation
is quite unaware ofit, as they
have no role in the freedom
movement’to shape the des-
tiny of India. *>

The Bilkis Bano cajwb
reminds the men and women
oflIndiathat they have mites
to go to reach the goal pf
freedom and equality.(KPA
Service)
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Of MLAs changing stances
MLAs who were once part of the Congress and
took decisions based on their party ideology
have now changed their stances upon aspiring
to join another political party. It just goes to
show that they have no sound or committed
political values and are there to serve a limited
selfish interest. Those that stand out for their
differing stances include the Mawlai MLA,
PT Sawkmie and Mohendro Rapsang both
of whom were suspended from the Congress
Party. Sawkmie has now publicly stated that
he would join the United Democratic Party
(UDP) by November-December to avoid the
anti-defection. Rapsang has recently averred
that he would join the National Peoples’ Party
(NPP) (NPP) by November-December also for
the same reasons. Sawkmie has come out pub-
licly to support the MDA Government’s attempt
to revert to chemical fertilisers and pesticides to
appease a section offarmerswhose only interest
is to grow crops they can sell, notwithstanding
the evident health concerns due to such chemi-
cals which are well documented in the State.
With such ardent supporters the NPP and UDP
face no challenge other than that from the TMC
which is going hammer and tongs to point out
the malfeasance in the MDA Government with

documentary evidence.

Every MLAwants to be re-elected because the
spoils of office and the possibility of becoming
aminister in the next government are attractive
propositions. UDP working president, Paul Lyn-
gdoh has told the media that Mohendro Rapsang
is privy to the decision to relocate the Sweeper
Colony from the present location to Mawbah
which is in his constituency. Obviously, the lo-
cal MLA has to be consulted while taking such
a major and thorny decision which the people
or the area are disinclined to accept. It remains
to be seen therefore as to whether the Mazhabi
Sikhs whose future residential location hangs in
the balance will be ‘allowed’to settle at Maw-
bah, knowing the peculiar land tenure system
in Meghalaya where the Government only has

contgol over revenue land. o

What this matter brings to light are also the
contentious political grandstanding of MLAs
like PT Sawkmie who want to make sure that
the UDP gives him the ticket even while de-
nying their long-standing member Embhah
Syiemlieh of the same from Mawlai. Similarly,
Teiborlang Pathaw, the Mawlai MDC quit the
UDP andjoined the NPP. Now Wellberth Rani,
also aresident of Mawlai and who has been for
the longest time a leader ofthe FKJGP has also
joined the UDP but because Mawlai is crowded
has threatened to contest from Mawphlang. So
where does that leave Eugeneson Lyngdoh the
sitting MLA ofthe UDP?

Meghalaya has ahistory o fpropelling leaders
of pressure groups into politics. It is this that
erodes the credibility of pressure groups in the
state. Each leader’s final aspiration is to join
politics and enjoy power and pelf.

Traffic jams in
Shillong

Editor

The fact that every alter-
nate day there is a letter to
you on the subject, from the
people' of Shillong, shows
thatthe trafficjam is an acute
and serious problem for
everyone. The gravity ofthe
problem is increasing with
each passing day. In each of
the lettersto you, your reader
is suggesting something or
other with the hope of eas-
ing the traffic congestion.
I had also written to you
about it earlier suggesting
all able-bodied.people to
walk to their destinations and
also suggested for different
timings for every office and
educational institution so
that people will not thong to
the street in the same time.

One more thing | would
like to suggest is increas-
ing the business/working
hours of the people. It is
seen that shops and business
establishments open up very
late in the morning and pull
down their shutters early in
the evening. Thus, available
transacting time for people is
very less. Much less during
the winter months. As the
sun rises about two hours
earlier here in Shillong than
in Mumbai and about one
and halfhours earlier than in
Delhi, our shops and estab-

lishments can very well start
their businesses much earlier
in the day than in these two
cities. This will surely reduce
the rush hour traffic. Also,
it is observed that almost
all shops pull their shutters
down at Barabazar especial-
ly and other shopping centers

. no sooner than the sun sets

on the horizon. The utility
service centers and OPDs of
the hospitals close by 1400
hrs, All these aspects reduce

. the working hours, thereby

causing a heavy rush during
the forenoon of a given day.

To lengthen the business/
working hours, the interven-
tion of the government or
licensing authority may be
needed. Further, taxis and
buses may be asked to ply till
evening. Opening up ofeve-
ning shift schools and colleg-
es may also be considered.
Now that the government
is spending a considerable
amount to make Shillong a
Smart City, some amount
may be earmarked towards
electrification to make shop-
ping centers illuminated
till late evening. | strongly
feel my above suggestion
may lessen traffic jams to
a certain extent. Finally, |
would like to say, a desperate
situation requires desper-
ate solutions. It is not only
the government but all the
people of Shillong city have
to pull up their socks and
sincerely think about ways

Is NEP 2020 the garb
for saffronization?

In recent years, we have
come across several articles
eulogizing the merits of the
NEP, 2020. Thanks to them,
most people associated with
education in one form or the
other have become familiar
with terms and expressions
like internationalization of
education system, collabora-
tion with foreign universi-
ties and institutes, the world
academic ranking, multi-dis-
ciplinary education, multiple
exitand entry options, digital
platforms, online educa-
tion, vocationalization ofthe
school and college curricu-
lum, etc. Given the sorrow
state of education, many see
in the NEP, 2020 a panacea
for ills affecting the educa-
tion sector in the country.

Radical restructuring of
education in the country is
possible only when the gov-
ernment increases the budget
for education, appoints quali-
fied teachers and provides the
basic facilities for running the
educational institutions. The
success of online education
through e-platforms requires
a bridging of the digital gap
and providing internet servic-
esto the remote and far-flung
areas. Increased corporate
investments in education
and growth in the number of
corporate schools, colleges
and universities are of no
use to the students coming
from poor and middle-class
backgrounds. It is only by
strengthening of the public
universities and by provid-
ing financial support to the
students coming from mar-
ginalized sections it becomes
possible to increase the ac-
cess. Proposals like entry
and exit, four-year degree,
multi-disciplinary curricu-
lum, cafeteria approach, etc.,
become meaningless unless
the universities and colleges
have adequate infrastructure
and human resources. Voca-
tionalization of the curricu-
lum serves no purpose until
and unless tlie government
set rights the economy arid
increases the job opportuni-
ties. Unfortunately, we don’t
see the governmenttaking the
right steps to address these
vital issues. In the absence
of required preconditions,
the declared objectives of
providing quality educa-
tion and increasing its reach
remains a mirage. The NEP
then only becomes a conduit
for privatization and com-
mercialization of education
in the country.

Apart from these con-
cerns, the critics have also
pointed out another devel-
opment which will have
serious implications for the
future of education in the
country. Besides advocating

and means to ease the traffic
congestion in Shillong.

Yours etc,.

Krishna Chettri

Shillong -2

Decongestion
of city traffic:
A wishful
thinking!

Editor,

Having lived in Shillong
since birth, and being 40+
years old now, | am amused
to see the different media
platforms flooded with
opinions on the above sub-
ject matter. In my opinion
Shillong traffic congestion
is a complex affair and stop-
gap arrangements are and
will be futile.

Our topography is such
that junctions are inevi-
table and such junctions
create trafficjams due to the
criss-crossing of vehicular
traffic.

Those who frequent Gu-
wahati would recall the past
where traffic jam in Dispur
GNRClJunction was hor-
rible during peak hours; but
now ever since the new over
bridge came into being one
could pass the samejunction
with much less difficulty.

For instance Mawlai pet-
rol Pump, Rilbong point,

By H. Srikanth

the internalization of the
Indian education system,
the NEP also seeks to impart
Indian values and traditions
through education. But what
does one mean by Indian
values and tradition? India is
a civilization with thousands
ofyears of cultural and social
history. The people belonging
to different religions, races,
languages and cultures in-
habit the country. India has
accommodated streams of
invaders, migrants, refugees
and travelers. It is difficult
to say who in India is a na-
tive and a foreigner. Interac-
tions between these diverse
groups and communities
have enriched Indian history
and heritage. Every commu-
nity that settled in India has
contributed its bit to enrich
the Indian civilization. India
cannot be identified with any
one religion, language, or
culture.

While being proud of In-
dia’s composite heritage, one
should riot ignore the fact that
India was never a nation in a
political sense. Till the British
colonized the subcontinent
and brought it under single,
political and administrative
control, the India was ruled
by different dynasties at dif-
ferent points of time in his-
tory, and their territories
changed from time to time,
depending on who the ruler
then was. There was never
a dynasty or Empire that
ruled all the territories that
we have inherited as India
from the British colonizers.
Being aware of the cultural
and religious diversity, Indian
nationalist leaders-and social
reformers rejected the idea
of making India a theocratic
state. In order to keep India
united and prevent another
Partition, the national leaders
gave shape to a Constitution
that acknowledged India as a-
Union of States and guaran-
teed religious, cultural and
civil rights to all its citizens.
In conformity with the con-
stitutional values, the Kothari
Commission recommended
the need for imparting and
promoting secular and sci-
entific temperament through
education. Institutions like
UGC, NCERT and CBSE
gave shape to curriculum
and syllabus, emphasizing
the composite history and
included lessons promoting
democracy, secularism, ra-
tional and scientific thinking.
Does the NEP 2020 continue
to uphold these democratic
arid secular traditions?

A careful look shows
that the NEP document con-
sciously avoids any reference
to the term secularism. It ap-

Anjali Petrol Pump, Civil
Hospital point, Dhankheti
Point, Fire Brigade point,
Laitumkhrah Point, Polo
police point, Police Bazar,
Motphran besides a few
others are junctioris and it is
impossible to reduce conges-
tion if over-bridges are not
:constructed;

Therefore flyovers at nu-
merous junctions, irrespec-
tive of the size is the need
ofthe hour. And when | say
sizes | would like to again
Jraw attention to the GNRC
junction where the over
bridge is constructed only
for a single lane.

There are areas where
traffic jams could be mini-
mised had the authority ap-
plied their minds.

For instance lets look at
Latumkhrah Police Point.
The vehicles are made to
go round about the rotary
which becomes the cause
of the jam. Traffic would
flow better if the vehicular
traffic from Poinisuk to Don
Bosco is allowed to move
double way avoiding the
rotary, thereby avoiding a
criss-crossing of vehicles
coming from or going to
Nazareth Hospital or New
Colony hence avoiding an
unnecessary chaos at the
Junction.

A similar logic is also
applicable at Fire Brigade
junction.

pears, to the proponents of
the NEP, Indian values basi-
cally mean the Hindu values,
as conceived by the Hindutva
ideologues wedded to the
ideaofHindu supremacy and
Hindu Rashtra. They view
Indian history, culture arid
heritage through the prism of
Hindutva. Giving up all sci-
entific methods of studying
and writing history, they talk
of rewriting history based
on majoritarian faith and
beliefs. Several ‘WhatsApp
historians’ sprang up from
among them, making exag-
gerated claims that ancient
Hindu India knew everything
that the modern science has
discovered / invented. In
their attempts to rationalize
the Aryans as the natives of
Indian and the Harappa and
Mohenjo-daro civilization
as Hindu civilization, of late,
they started propagating the
idea of mythical Saraswathi
civilization. Blurring the dif-
ference between history and
mythology, they have been
making efforts to project
mythological figures as.his-
torical personalities. Forums
like All Iridia History Con-
gress were used to promote
such irrational ideas in the
name of history. All great in-
tellectuals and scientists that
ancient India has produced
are viewed not as individu-
als, but as the representatives
of the Hindu religion. The
contributions ofthe Charvaka
and"the teachings ofBuddha,
which upheld rationalist tra-
ditions in Indian philosophy,
were consciously hidden. The
enmity between the Hindu
and the Muslim rulers is
given undue emphasis, arid
the secular and syncretic tra-
ditions that were in vogue in
political and cultural domains
are deliberately overlooked.
Attempts are made to paint
all Muslim rulers as invad-
ers and as anti-Hindu fanat-
ics. The challenges that the
lower castes in ancient and
medieval India had posed to
the Brahmanical Hinduism
are concealed to construct
the myth of a unified and
homogenous Hinduism. In
the name of unearthing the
unsung heroes of India’s
freedom struggle, they be-
little the contributions of
reformist and secular leaders
like Mahatma: Gandhi and
Nehru. Conscious efforts are
on to present and popularize
the ideas ofsome leaders and
organizations which played
an insignificant role during
the freedom struggle.

In pursuit of their ob-
jectives, most committees
created to execute the NEP,

including the National Cur-.

Then comes the Barik
and Civil Hospitaljunctions.
This route at times unneces-
sarily gets clogged because
when one route gets jammed
then alljunctions are clogged
also. Avoiding a rotation of
vehicles all aroundthe PWD
compound is a better option.
Thus, when the traffic flow
is dragging on one side for
instance the Civil - Rhino
route then itwould not affect
much the Dhankheti - Malki-
Civil Hospital- Police Bazar
route.

As such the utrtiost re-
quirement would be the
presence of traffic person-
nel to signal and control
the vehicles because in my
personal opinion the present
traffic arrangements is less
burdensome on the traffic
personnel but takes a toll
on the smooth functioning
of traffic.

Therefore it will bp in
the fitness of things if those
in authority be they political
class or departmental per-
sonnel to take cognitive mea-
sures and especially enhance
the manpower in the Traffic
Branch ifthey are really keen
to rid of the traffic jams till
the overbridges are made.

The bottom line is "NO
OVERBRIDGE=TRAFFIC
JAM"

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

riculum Coriimittee, are filled
mostly with persons close to
RSS ideology. Taking the plea
of the need for rationaliza-
tion of textbooks to remove
irrelevant and outdated mate-
rial, the lessons reflecting the
contributions of the Muslim
rulers to Indian heritage are
removed or trimmed. Even
the lessons titled, ‘Key Ele-
ments of Democratic Gov-
ernment’, ‘Democracy and
Diversity’, ‘Challenges to
Democracy’, ‘Challenges
of Cultural diversity’, ‘Rise
of Popular Movement’, etc.,
are dropped from the CBSE
curriculum. Discussions and
references to caste, gender,

(SIX)

Nitish Kumar the new mascot of

opposition in 2024 polls

Bihar CM drawing
up plans to unite
anti-BJP parties

By Harihar Swarup

‘Here’s something about
Nitish and the number 7,
Circular Road. As Chief
Minister, he has been at 7,
Circular Road, while using
1, Anna Marg, the official
residence as his office. Now,
after severing his five-year-
old old alliance with the
BJP and walking over to the
Mahagathbandatan camp,
many point that to a famous
Delhi address— 7, Kalyan
Marg (Racecourse Road),
the official residence of

and religious discrimination- Prime Minister—couldbe in

are omitted. Karnataka gov-
ernment, which is viewed
as the champion of the NEP,
went a step further. The Text
Book Revision Committee
of Karnataka recommended
removal of lessons on / writ-
ings by revolutionary leaders,
social reformers and activists
like Bhagat Singh, Savitrabha
Phule, Narayana Guru, Sufi
saints, Kanakadasu, Puran-
daradasu, Basaveshwara, Sara
Abubaker, U.R. Ananthamur-
thy. The state government’s
crude efforts to saffronize the
curriculum met with popular
resistance. Under pressure
from the intellectuals and the
civil society, Karnataka gov-
ernment had to retract many
of the changes proposed by
the Committee. Inview ofthe
popular oppositionto saffioni-
zation, the central government
istradinga cautious path. The
recent directionsto all central
universities to organize ‘dis-
cussions’ on a non-academic
book titled, ‘Modi@22’ show
thatthe institutions of higher
educational institutions are
not above the saffronization
experiment.

Critics therefore point out
that NEP 2020 and saffroniza-
tion are not two unconnected
exercises. Saffronization is
one of the undeclared objec-
tives ofthe NEP. The persons
who are talking about multi-
disciplinary curriculum, on-
line digital platforms, voca-
tionalization of education,
etc., are also the ones advocat-
ing saffronization in the name
of preserving and promoting
Indian values. Saffronization,
if it succeeds, sounds a death
knell to secular foundations;
promotes dogmatic and un-
scientific thinking; speeds up
the transformation of India
into a majoritarian state .and
threatens our social harmony.
It is unfortunate that most
intellectuals lending support
to NEP, 2020, hardly reflect
on the serious implications
ofsaffronization ofeducation
for India’s democratic and
secular fabric.

Whither
regional party

unity?

Editor,

The rumour mills are rife
.with news that the United
Democratic Party (UDP)
with its regional centric
mandate is now a "divided
house" with some within
the Party calling it a game
between the ‘original’ and
‘non-original’ party. What is
intriguing about the party is
that it goes to the people with
a regional centric manifesto
butwhen it comes to regional
ethicswithinthe MDA ithas
no guts or courage to pull
out of the ruling coalition.
Similarly, the BJP which
has been in the news for all
the wrong reasons including
the empty threats of pulling
out ofthe MDA coalition are
toothless tigers. 1fboth these
parties have some shame
left in them it would be best
for them to pull out from
the NPP led-government
while there is still time. This
is what is called political
audacity and not political
hypocrisy.

Yours etc..

Dominic Stadlin Wankhar

Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

his mind. After all, as he left
NDA, Nitish Kumar, sent out

dare, couched as prophesy,
to the current occupant of 7,
Lok Kalyan Marg: “the one
who came to power in 2014,
would he also return in 2024
to Lok Kalyan”.

Though there has been
much' talk about Nitish’s
growing discomfort with an
“overbearing” BJP, the stark
message to have emerged
out of Nitish’s U-turn is his
rekindled national ambition,
Though he hasn’t spoken
openly about his PM hopes
and continues to talk about
“serving” Bihar, soon after
taking oath as CM for the
record eighth times. Nitish
has ui'ged all opposition par-
ties to start preparing for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
JD(U) sources hint that he
may soon start touring other
states to explore the chances
of a broader national coali-
tion to take on BJP in the
2024 elections.

JD(U) national spokes-
person K C Tyagi said, “we
have been getting very posi-
tive response (about Nit-
ish Kumar walking out of
NDA). Just the thought of
Nitish Kumar playing an
important role in national
politics looks exciting. It is
too early to say, but Nitish
Kumar has recharged the
opposition”.

Saying Mahagatbandhan,
an alliance of seven parties
that has the JD(U), RJD and
Congress, besides other par-
ties could “offer a template
for a national opposition
against the BJP”, another
top JD(U) leader said, “Bi-
har has been tHe factory of
political experiments and

coalition. The BJP isnow up .

against a tough opposition
in Bihar. Who knows, there
might be a strong opposition
at the national level too”?

JD(U) sources point out
that Nitish has nothing left
to prove in state politics.
He is credited with turning
around Bihar’s fortunes after
its long years of decay and
for building a formidable
social coalition built around
women and extremely back-
ward classes among OBCs.
He is also state’s longest
serving CM, having broken
the record of 16 years held
by Dr. Srikrishna Singh,
Bihar’s first CM. As a close
Nitish aide says now only
posts of Deputy PM and PM
are left to be achieved.

But those sceptical of a
larger national role for Nit-
ish or the possibility of him
becoming the Opposition’s
joint face against Modi point
to his ‘paltu ram” image, the
consummate politician who
has swung between camps
with the ease of a trapeze
artiste.

Nitish, who joined hands
with the BJP in 1995, first
quit the NDA in 2013, in

the run up to the Lok Sabha
elections, when*it became
clear that Narendra Modi
would be the prime ministe-
rial candidate. Though he
did openly pitch himself for
the post, he was evidently
uneasy about Modi’s grow-
ing profile. When he finally
parted ways with the BJP in
2013, it was on the grounds
that NDA should have a
leader with a “clean and
secular imagine”.

Then in the run up to
2015 polls, "Nitish did the
unthinkable byjoining hands
with his old socialist felr

low travellers and later foe.
Lalu Prasad of RID. In the
elections that year, held two
years after Nitish quitNDA,
the coalition got 178 with
the BJP reduced to 53 seats.
Nitish had found his sweet
revenge against Modi. 'e.

Barely two years later, in
2017, he snapped ties with
the RJD citing his ‘no cor-
ruption’ plank as the CBI
booked RJD leader and gefcy
his Deputy CM, Tejaswi Ya-
dav, in the IRCTC case.

Now, five years since he
left the Mahagathbandhan
camp, Nitish is back, rally-
ing the Opposition to prepare
for the 2024 polls and ruing
his time in the BJP. Another
somersault, yet Nitish had
managed a clean landing —
displaying no unease about
the contradictions inherent
in his moves. The Nitish-of
2022 had clearly travelled a
fair distance from the Nitish
0f2017. .

For someone who would
oftentalk fighting the “triple
Cs” of crime, corruption arid
communalism as the guiding
principles ofhis governance
model, Nitish when asked if
corruption was no longer an
issue, didn’t bat an eyelid
when he said Tejaswi by
his side,” very iriuch so. We
cannot compromise on cor-
ruption”.

JD(U) national president
RajivRanjan Singha.k.aLa-
lan Singh too defended the
party’s decision to return to
the RJD despite its strident
stand on corruption, saying
“it has been five years since
the IRCTC case. There is
hardly any movement in it.
It is nothing but an act of
political veridetta.”

Nitish’s last stint in the
Mahagathbandhan camp was
anything but smooth. OnLy
five months into the arrange-
ment, the stress had started
showing with the JD(H)
accusing the RJID ofinterfer-
ence. Nitish was no longer
the lastword inthe matter of
governance, as he had been
in the NDA. While the BJP
had no strong state leader
to match Nitish’s charisma,
here in the Mahagathband-
han, he had shared space
and spotlight with Lalu and
family. The RJD leader’s
constant reference to Nit-
ish as chotte bhai (younger
brother) is also believed to
have rankled Nitish.

All that, JD(U) sources
insist, is behind them now.
Nitish and Tejswi have re-
portedly worked out a work-
ing arrangement. Tejswi has
already been granted Z-plus
security, a perk Nitish’s
deputies in the BJP— Su-
shil Kumar Modi, Tarkishore
Prasad and Renu Devi - nev-
er enjoyed. (IPAService)
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Chimes of 2024 polls

WITH about 20 months left for the next Parlia-
ment polls, the political temperature has begun
warming up - this even as the ruling BJP at the
Centre continues to remain in pole position and
the Opposition fragmented. Rahul Gandhi is
starting a Bharat Jodo Yatra a fortnight hence
from Kanyakumari and Arvind Kejriwal of the
AAP has announced anation-wide Yatrato drum
up support for his attempt to position himselfas
arival to PM Modi. There’s talk from Bihar to
pack off Nitish Kumar to Delhi for him to take
the “centre-stage” and rally the anti-BJP forces
with an eye on the 2024 Parliament polls.

The BJP has, meanwhile, adopted a two-
pronged strategy of winning allies and taking
on rivals like Mamata Banerjee of the TMC
in Bengal and Arvind Kejriwal in Delhi by
unleashing the central investigation agencies
to conduct raids and paint these leaders as cor-
rupt. While raid parties hit upon a huge stock
ofhoarded currency in aflat linked to a Bengal
minister, they had no such luck awaiting them
at Delhi deputy chiefminister Manish Sisodia’s
residence. But the allegations that the AAP
government indulged in corruption via its liquor
policy won wide publicity. Curiously, the raid
on Sisodia took place after Kejriwal made four
trips to Gujarat in amonth’s time to activate the
AAP against the BJP in the Modi-Shah bastion.
Undaunted, Kejriwal and Sisodia flew down on
atwo-day visit to Gujarat this week to take for-
ward the AAP campaign for the December polls.
Notably, asthe BJP lost apowerful ally in Bihar
in the form of Nitish Kumar and his JDU, and
had lost another strong entity the Akali Dal of
the Badals in Punjab, the saffron party is seek-

ing

make it up with an offensive against the

ruling TRS in Telangana. Home Minister Amit
Shah’s visit to the Telugu turfthis week was to
work the BJP’s way through cine stars and media
barons to oust the TRS and wrest power there
in the assembly polls next year.

Rahul Gandhi might be scheduling his Bharat
Jodo Yatra that would culminate at the time the
Congress party elects or selects a new presi-
dent for the party by September 2Q. During his
sojourn through states, he would prepare the
ground for the Congress party’s foray into the
campaign for the 2024 parliament elections as
dlso the string of assembly polls, before this.
Yet, unity ofthe Opposition - asine quanon for
their LS electoral successremains a distant

dream.

l,otters to tlu' Kditor

MeECL must
be privatized

Editor,

The MeECL and its
subsidiaries should now
be completely privatized.
This entity has completely
failed its consumers and has
only become a playground
for gold diggers from both
within its fold and in the state
government! Opposition to
such a move from its staff
and politicians with vested
interests should be totally
rejected. This utility has also
now become indifferent to
the pleas of its paying con-
sumers!

I had in February 2022
submitted a complaint of
both low voltage during the
evenings and voltage fluc-
tuations at other times in the
Nongrah area of Shillong to
the Forum for Redressal of
Grievances of Consumers,
MeECL. In May 2022 | re-
ceived a reply regarding the
low voltage where remedial
action will take time. On
the question of voltage fluc-

“tuations where the' voltage
at time goes up to 260 volts
(also happened yesterday for
almost 2 hours), the Forum
was silent - this is a fault
that must lie on either its sub-
stations or the local trans-
formers where rectification
could be made immediately.
It seems they do not consider
this a priority even with the
possibility of the household
electrical appliances burning

out and posing a threat to life
and property!

Further, for some days
now, the power in these
areas is shut down from
10.30 am to 4 pm without
any Shutdown Notice. Yes-
terday, one could not get
through to their complaint
landline number for Area-VI
(N0.2231265) for most part
ofthe day as it said that the
number was out of service
- | strongly suspect that
the receiver was removed
from the cradle and placed
on the side. Miraculously,
this number started working
from 3.30 pmjust before the
power was restored! And to
cap it all, when | inquired
of the reason of the power
outage for almost the whole
day, the reply was that Jio
Fibre was setting up its poles
and lines!Now what has this
got to do with the power LT
lines is unknown to me, for
Jio Fibre has been erecting
its poles and lines for a few
months now including in
my area, and the electricity
power was never shut down
for this! Today, on the dot at
10.30 am, again power was
shut down. On enquiry, |
was told that new electricity
poleswere being erected and
new lines drawn - now they
have refined their response
to something believable! Be-
fore any shut down ofpower
in other areas, we always
see the Shutdown Notice
published a few days ahead

.inthe newspapers, but in the

case of Nongrah, Umpling,
Mawlynrei and other areas

I’'m 74 years old and a
genius once said “Count your
age by the friends you have
not by the number of years”
. Cool, so I tried to compare
between the friends I had 60
years ago and the number
I have now. By this com-
parison | now have thousands
while 60 years ago | had a
few. Yesterday all my friends
had homes and places where
they resided and if | ever
had the urge to meet them |
either | went to their place or
they came to mine. We met
at the cinema, the theatre, at
school or behind the school
loo justto share a fag or two.
We played together on the
football field or simply sat
down to talk about everything
underthe sky. There werejust
a handful of us but what the
Hell, I was happy with the
few friends I then had. Today
I have more than a thousand.
| can talk to them any time of
night or day . They can call
or write to me any time ofthe
day. They can intrude into my
privacy any time they wanted
to and | can do the same.
Yet I’'m still lost; friendless
and perhaps on the verge of
depression. | have my Face
Book friends; My Whatsapp
friends; my email and twitter

friends. | can literally put all’

the friends | have in my one
pocket, yet I still feel lonely.
I console myself with the
knowledge that technology
has advanced far beyond my
understanding yet why does
my heart tell me you’re a
bloody loser; you laugh but
still cry when you think no
one is watching. Just a pass-
ing thought!

Sixty years ago, no let’s
make it forty, | would rise up
withthe dawn, put on myjog-
ging shoes, whistle to my dog
and together we would run
the course from Motphran,
via Garrison to Wards Lake
and back. It was called exor-
cising one’s constitution. To-
day ifl tried the same people
would call me loony. Its dan-
gerous today to do what we
did yesteryears ago. There is
pollution and you can wreck
your lungs simply by walking
the roads of Shillong. There
isthe speeding vehicle on the
wrong side with a driver who
either got his licence because
his parents were VIPs or he
simply bought his driving
licence. Yes today every-
thing is up for sale, and you
can even buy an expensive |
Phone with the latest GPS to
assist your sense of direction.
Yetwhy do | and every one of
the-indigenous community |
belong to feel so completely
lost; leaderless; confused and
perplexed?

I tried, | sincerely tried to
find the moral sense of direc-
tion; the guiding principles;
the ethics my forefathers held
on to and never lost sight

this side oftown, it seems we
do not deserve this courtesy
from the MeECL!

May | request the local
MLA and all aspiring can-
didates from this Nongth-
ymmai constituency, please
seriously take up this matter
with the MeECL and the
state government, otherwise
don’t waste your time com-
ing to our houses seeking
for votes!

Yours etc.,

Eugene D. Thomas,
Nongmarboh, Nongrah,
Shillong -6

The Khasi Kur
System: Signs
of Decline

Editor,

When we were students
we were taught that in the
Hynniewtrep society there
are no orphans or orphan-
ages because there is the Kur
(clan) that looks after the
children when their parents
die but more precisely when
their mother dies even when
the father is very much alive,
because in this matrilineal
system, the mother’s Kur
will not allow the father to
take care ofthe children after
their mother’s death, because
he belongs to a different Kur.
What a sad situation just
when the children need their
father after their mother’s
death . This provoked the
Maitshaphrang to stage, a
musical play titled, “Papa

By TokiBlah

of. Today, these values are
nowhere to be found. They
have simply disappeared;
taken leave and vanished.
Look I am nottrying to sound
self-righteous, sanctimonious
or holier than thou. Truthis, |
am as lostand confused as the
next man. | turn to teachers
who used to be lighthouses
for my generation. Get lost
they told me, cant you see
we have no time for you. |
turn to parents, the bedrock
ofall society, to only discover
that they had relegated their
parental responsibilities to
‘snowed under’ teachers!
Children now learn from a
soulless uncaring net. | turn
to my church for guidance.
Sorry My Son, you have
come to the wrong place. We
provide consultation Sundays
only. Rest ofthe Weekyou’re
on your own. Clear off, va-
moose! Go search for un-
derstanding elsewhere. Again
just passing thoughts!

I remember passing my
IAS in 1972 and being allo-
cated the UP cadre. | was des-
perate to come back home. In
1977 I was in Delhi looking
for a home transfer and by
chance came upon Capt WA
Sangma, Bah BB Lyngdoh,

low up on their proclaimed
love for the Land with a call
for independence from India
and surprisingly older people
who should know better add
to this chorus. That needs to
be questioned.

The first problem that
pops up -.Meghalaya has a
total of 3,39,217 hectares
of cultivable area capable
of producing annually only
98,37,293 kgs (9837 MT)
food grains. The state needs
an extra import of 81,500
MT from outside (through
Central assistance) to feed its
32,11,474 population. Where
will this shortfall in food
grains for an independent
Meghalaya come from? From
China? The West? Now why
should they? And that’s the
stark reality. The ugly truth
is we don’t know what to do
with our Present, so we resent
it. We idolise the Past which
is dead and gone. Then we
ignore the Future that we re-
ally have to worry about.

So what do we do now?
Here | have a confession to
make. The following com-
ments are not the product of
a mere passing idle thought.
It’s what | believe to be the
outcome from some serious

Thefirstproblem thatpops up
- Meghalaya has a total 0f3,39,217
hectares of-cultivable area capable of
producing annually only 98,37,293 kgs
(9837 MT)food grains. The state needs an
extra import 0 f81,500MTfrom outside
(through Central assistance) tofeed its
32,11,474population. Where will this shortfall
infood grainsfor an independent Meghalaya
comefrom? From China?,The West?

Bah Stanley Nichols Roy and
Bah GG Swell, all four of
them in one place at the same
time, sitting together that
day in Meghalaya House.
It was too good a chance to
miss so | approached them.
| based my plea on my love
for Meghalaya and the need
to come back and serve my
home state etc. was politely
but diplomatically advised
that the young state can wait
for my return but Megha-
laya’s practical need then was
for time tested bureaucrats.
I didn’t agree but 45 years
down the line | now concur
with the sagacious wisdom
of those wise elders. Today
I find similar absurd irratio-
nal sentiments being ped-
dled around our city streets.
Youngsters scream from the
rooftops about an imagined
glorified past. They then fol-

Shano Phi Don” (Father
Where Are You) as a mark
ofprotest against the system.
This play is now uploaded on
Youtube. And now we see so
many orphanages coming up
eventhose run by the church-
es. The question that begs an
answer is, from where did all
these orphans emerge and
where are the Kurs of these
orphans that are supposed to
take care of them.

We were also taught that
because of the existence of
the Kur, there are no Old
Age Homes in our society
because the Kurs are there to
look after the elderly in their
old age ifthey have no one to
look after them. On August
19, 2022 the Kripa Victoria
Senior Citizen Home was
inaugurated at Nongsder,
Ri Bhoi District, besides
the existence of another old
age home known as Mercy
Home at Nongthymmai,
Shillong run by the Sisters of
Charity for at least about 40
years. The question again is
where are their Kurs?

It’s time for the Hyn-
niewtrep people, to do some
serious introspection, a time
to take hard and bold de-
cisions. Which traditions
and customs are still rel-
evant today and which need
modification or a complete
change so that our tradition
and customs can keep up
with the changing times and
strengthen our society to
be able to stand up against
the different aggressive cul-
tures and fundamentalist
teachings confronting us

thinking, emerging perhaps
from long hours of reading,
questioning, discussing and
finally coming to some bitter
home truths. Fact is we are
so engrossed with history,
with an imagined glorious
past, that we have completely
erased the needs of the “fu-
ture”. To be fair to everyone,
we first need to define “fu-
ture”. It is the tomorrow of
my grandchildren, the era of
our future generations! What
do these future generations
want from us? HOPE | guess.
How do we do this? By pro-
viding the best quality educa-
tion they will need to sustain,
support and assist themselves
in a Globalised Wor$ that
is rapidly shrinking ! And
here my friends is wh”re we
have miserably failed to pro-
vide value based, sustainable
educational practices to our

today. The Maitshaphrang is
campaigning for the immedi-
ate implementation of the
Compulsory Registration of
all Marriages in our society
and the Equitable Distribu-
tion of Ancestrafand Self
Acquired Property to give
both sons and daughters of
a family the resources and
the responsibility to look
after their children as well
as their parents as one ofthe
solutions towards a long-
term goal.
Yours etc.,
Michael N Syiem,
Via email

Umiam dam
and bridge: Is
there a Plan B?

Editor,

Whenever | happen to
cross overthe Umiam bridge,
there is always a thought in
my mind as to what will hap-
pen to Shillong City and the
people living downstream
(Umroi side), should there
be any major crack and the
dam give way and the whole
bridge collapses. Shillong
would be totally discon-
nected and there will be a
great, disaster f°r the people
living below the dam and
the areas surrounding it. We
have heard stories across the
world ofmajor dam collapse
like in Brazil, China and in
India too. The miseries and
tragedies are unimaginable.
There will be loss of power

children. Instead our pres-
ent education system simply
emphasises on the mass pro-
duction of certified literates.
Cramming and parrot like
repetition are officially ac-
knowledged as education.
Reading, understanding and
comprehendingwhat has been
read actually suppressed and
discouraged. This produced
inour education system an in-
dustry called “Private tuition”
which teachers found more
lucrative than the meagre
salary they are paid to impart
knowledge via the classroom.
Parents happily welcomed it;
teachers encouraged it while
the Education Department
just turned a blind eye. The
educated zombies living in
our midst today are its prod-
ucts. No passing thought this.
Its stark brutal reality.

The reading habit in our
tribal culture is simply not
encouraged. Because parents
dont read books, the young
too weren't nurtured in that
environment except perhaps
on books that help an “exam-
heavy education system”.The
most that people invest on
non-educational reading ma-
terial, is a newspaper and that
too simply to read the latest
sensations. With the onset of
TV, social media and the mo-
bile phone such investments
will further shrink as the
social need to gossip is better
served through this medium.
Yettechnologically advanced
nations like Israel, smaller in
sizethat Meghalaya, Still give
extreme importance to read-
ing. On the Sabbath, when
everything comes to a halt,
the only shops allowed to re-
main open in the Jewish state
are book shops. Books there
are pursued for the knowledge
they give, forwith knowledge
comes power. Power brings
dignity, self confidence and
social elegance. Most of our
politicians have tons of mon-
ey but no social elegance just
because they lack depth of
knowledge. So we have a self
conscious political system,
aware of its own educational
shortcomings and scared to
death of the people ever at-
taining knowledge. It will
mean an end to the political
bullshit we have been fed
on! $o what’s to be. done?
Simple — keep the people
from ever achieving power
through knowledge. Keep
them as illiterate as possible.
Killing quality education then
becomes a political agenda.
No mere passing thought, just
the unacceptable truth! Books
don'tjust affect an individual;
itaffects society asawhole. A
great scholar once said: "The
history of a person's thought
development is his reading
history. Arace without read-
ing is a race without hope”.
Damn he must be talking
aboutus!

supply, loss of lives, loss of
connectivity. The Umiam
Dam, built inthe early 1960s
has already crossed 50 long
years of its existence and
service. It is one of the ma-
jor dams of the North East
and the State in particular,
the Bridge over the dam is
the only connecting link to
Shillong. .

Heavy and incessant rain
in Shillong and nearby areas
inthe past few daysjust bring
me back to my thoughts on
the consequences should the
dam collapse owing to the
pressure of the volume of
water and the heavy traffic
(24/7) on the bridge. I am
not pessimistic but rather
realistic on this issue. My
humble request as a citizen
to the Power Department and
the PWD Department is to
have a unified approach and
immediate Plan to construct
an alternative road linking
Shillong with the National
Highway. There should be
a conscious effort by these
departments to think and
act right and immediately
to avoid any grave conse-
quences should any major
mishap arise, which we hope
and pray it will not!

Yours etc,
RNRymbai.
Mawroh

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not'that of?.
The Shillong Times ]
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No ignominy in
Importing wheat for

olir food security
By AjitRanade

There was an extraordi-
nary heat wave in March
in northern India which
caused wheat yields to go
down. The heat wave in
Northern Europe was much
worse, and has also affected
wheat Output. As a result of
the heat wave, and collapse
of exports from Ukraine,
the world may be short by
around 14 million tonnes of
this grain. This has caused
wheat prices to spiral. There
are frantic efforts by major
importers, both diplomatic
and commercial, to ensure
adequate supplies, includ-
ing those from last year’s
crop stored in silos. India’s
Prime Minister had made
an assurance that the coun-
try could “feed the world”
since we had a bumper crop.
But a reassessment after the
March heat wave led to a
hastily imposed export ban
on wheat, something that
dismayed the farmers,eyeing
windfall gains due to high
international prices

But by now the situation
may be grimmer. Thisyear’s
output could be ten per-
cent lower than last year’s.
Thanks to lower procure-
ment combined with higher
allocation both to-the public
distribution system (PDS)
and to the Pradhan Mantri
Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yo-
jana (PMGKAY) the current
stocks are lessthan adequate.
"BetweenPDS and PMGKAY
(free food grain scheme) the
total annual requirement is
around 32 million tonnes-.
Add to it a minimum buffer
stock of.8 MT that must be
maintained for contingen-
cies, emergencies and price
stabilisation.

Unfortunately, the current
stock which includes carry
over stock from last year, and
a fresh procurement 6f 20
MT falls short. This possible
shortfall has been denied by
the Department of Food and
Public Distribution. How-
ever, the best indicator of
any impending shortage is
conveyed by prices. Wheat
inflation is running at 12
percent. Traders anticipate
an annual production ofonly
95 MT sharply down from
111 MT last year. Even an
independent assessment by
the United States agriculture
department pegs India’s pro-
duction this year at 98 MT.
The PMGKAY commitment
was recently extended for a
sixth time, to the end of Sep-
tember 2022. The in-kind
transfer of free food grain
has not only ensured some
amount of food security but
also protected the recipients
from food inflation. That’s
because the benefit was
given in kind rather than in
cash. The total incremental
outlay for the sixth phasfe is
around Rs 80,000 crore. The
government can consider
tapering down the benefits
of PMGKAY which had
begun during the first wave
of.Covid. But the termina-
tion of PMGKAY should
not be abrupt.In this context
it is worth emphasising that
the impdrt of wheat is not
a national embarrassment
nor should it be politicised.
India has been proudly self-
sufficient in food grains for
several decades, after the
initial success of the green
revolution, and of policies
ofpublic procurementwhich
gives production incentives
to farmers. But over the
years many distinct changes
in consumption patterns
of Indians are discernible.
Firstly, there is the transi-
tion from coarse cereals
like jowar and bajra to fine
cereals like wheat and rice.
Secondly the increase in
consumption of meat, dairy
and poultry. These require
higher production of food
grains including com and
soya, as animal feed. In fact,
the demand for animal feed
has gone up sharply and so
has the cost, causing high
inflation in milk. The third

trend in changing consump-

_tion patterns is more food
being served as ready-made
food in restaurants and com-
munity Kitchens. That too is
likely on a net basis to lead
to an increase in the demand
for food.

Thus, -if we extrapolate
the demand for food grains,
taking into account changing
consumption patterns, and
rising incomes and prosper’
ity, it is clear that domes-
tic availability will not be
enough at the current rate of
growth of productivity and
yields and acreage. Hence
sooner or later India has to
plan for food security which
has a significant linkage with
imports, or encouraging
Indian companies to owrL
food production in other
land abundant countries like
Australia or Ethiopia.

Even as India has to
plan for food inftports due
to looming domestic inad-
equacy (due to changing

lconsumption patterns), the

current situation of food
insecurity is grim. The re-
cently published State of
Food Security and Nutrition
in the World report states
that 40.6 .percent of India’s
population suffered from
moderate or severe food in-
security during 2019-21. The
. proportion of those who are
severely féod insecure has
risen from 20.3 percent in
2018-20to 22.3 percent. The
world average is muoh lower
at 10.7 percent. Thus, mpre
than one third ofthe worlds’s
hungry and undernourished
people are in India, which is
alarming and embarrassing,
ifnot shameful. India’s rank
in the global hunger index
also has dropped to 101 out
of 116 countries. The GHI
score has been improving
in the last few years but the
latest score of 27.5 is still
considered serious. Even
sub-component scores for
stunting, wasting and child
malnutrition are worrisome.
The GHI is computed us-
ing three dimensions of
child mortality, children
malnutrition and food supply
adequacy.

In another aspect of its
food economy, India has
very high dependency on
imported edible oils. Even
in pulses, a crucial source of
proteins, the production has
not kept pace and imports
of pulses make up 10 to 15
percent of total consump-
tion. That could go up in
the future. Milk production
is the. highest in the world
but per capita consumption
needs to go up substantially
to comeup to the world aver-
age. Forthat to happen milk
production requires much
higher production ofanimal
feedstock like com. This too
implies pressure on increas-
ing agricultural production at
a fester pace. It is thus cledr
that in the near future India’s
dependence on food imports
will rise. This by itself is
neither a matter of national
prestige nor embarrassment.
Weare after all big importers
of energy, which we hope to
reduce with greater use ofre-
newable energy: In a similar
way we have to approach the
challenge of meeting food
security needs, by increas-
ing imports in the coming
years, and combining it with
strategic planning and coor-
dination. Technology will,
also playa role in increasing
productivity and ensuring
crop diversification.

But till we meet the chal-
lenge of food security needs;
till we have higher technol-
ogy to increase yields and
diversify crops; till we com-
bine strategic planning and
coordination in imports, the
large scale import of wheat
will be necessary to ensure
food security and domestic
price stability in India. . '

(Dr.AjitRanade is a noted,
economist) (Syndicate; the
Billion Press) (email: edi-
tor@thebillionpress.org) ’
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The Fertilizer/Pesticide Imbroglio
A well -thought out Meghalaya Government
decision 0f2014 declaring that Meghalaya as a
state would go organic and do away with chemi-
cal fertilisers and pesticides primarily because
ofthe health concerns arising out ofthe unregu-
lated use ofsuch chemicals by uneducated farm-
ers, is today reversed by the MDA Government.
The Green Revolution promoted by Dr MS Swa-
minathan in the 1960s was meant primarily to
overcome India’s food production deficit and its
dependence on food grain imports.The fatherof
the Green Revolution was Nobel Laureate Nor-
man Borlaug, the American plant breeder and
humanitarian. This was a concentrated effort in
traditional plant breeding. New strains of com,
rice and wheat, developed over some 20 years of
painstaking cross-pollination, were introduced
in the third world, along with chemical fertiliz-
ers. In India the Green Revolution began in the
1960s during which agriculture was converted
into amodem industrial system by the adoption
of technology, such as the use of high yielding
variety (HYV) ofseeds, mechanised farmtools,
irrigation facilities, pesticides and fertilizers. Dr
Swaminathan, an agricultural scientist relied
heavily on the methods initiated by Norman E
Borlaug which leveraged agricultural research
and technology to increase agricultural produc-
tivity in the developing world.

Under Prime Minister Lai Bahadur Shastri the
Green Revolution in India started in 1968, lead-
ing to an increase in food grain production, esr
pecially in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
Some o fthe major milestones in this endeavour
were the development of high-yielding variet-
ies of wheat which were also pest-resistant.
However, the heavy use ofchemicals had along
terms effect both on human health' and on the
environment, primarily the soil quality. Envi-
ronmentalists like Vandana Shiva have analysed
the long-term impacts of the Green Revolution
and have come up with evidence-based studies
that showed greater environmental, financial
and sociological problems like droughts, rural
indebtedness and farmer suicides. Reports have
also shown soil deterioration from the use of
chemicals which has led to the collapse of agri-
cultural systems in many regions o fthe country,
and negatively affected the farmers, food and

water supply.

The Congress-led Government under Dr
Mukul Sangma rightly decided that it was time
to reduce the use of chemical fertilisers and
pesticides when itwas scientifically proven that
much of water run-off from agricultural fields
landed up in water catchments that were then
supplied to homes across the state. A medical
doctor by profession Dr Mukul Sangma spoke
from aposition of safe-guarding public health.
He always maintained that soil health was in-
tegral to human health because, “we are what
we eat.” Vegetables absorb chemicals from
the soil humans ingest that into their systems
leading to large scale affliction by cancer etc.
Ifthe policy to reduce chemical fertilisers is to
be reversed by the State of Meghalaya it has to
be done after meaningful discussion in the As-
sembly and cannot arbitrarily be reversed by the
Governmentwith an eye on appeasing a section

of farmers only.
Letters to the Editor

When great
minds speak,
scientists must
remain silent

Editor,

As citizens of Meghalaya
we have reconciled our-
selves to the fact that the Ag-
riculture Minister is no sci-
entist. It is a self-confessed
statement by the Minister
himself, on the floor of the
State Assembly itself, hence
no one can be blamed for
highlighting the Minister’s
self- acclaimed qualification.
This same Minister has again
through a video clip that
has gone literally viral, yet
again demonstrated that he
is no Historian either. He has
virtually claimed that Indian
Independence is 150 years
old. Mahatma Gandhi had
better make way for a new
freshly arisen Father of Free
India who has just emerged
from the hallowed portals of
the MDA Cabinet! Going by
NEHU standards nowadays,
we should not be surprised
that perhaps, someday, some
bright research scholar from
NEHU History Department
will get a PhD by supporting
the Agricultural Minister’s
historical perspective. Aca-
demicians by now should
realize that in the New India
they should know which

side oftheir political bread is
buttered. Otherwise, there’s
no chanceto rise and become
VC of NEHU. Anyway,
that’s besides the point.

The moot point is that
this same Minister, with the
above brilliant academic
qualifications has been ad-
vised to come up with a
major Policy change in our
Agricultural sector. Perhaps
because of pressure from
the farming lobby of his
Mawkynrew constituency
or whatever, Meghalaya has
already decided to dump its
Mission Organic and revert
back to Mission No Organic.
So we go back to history
just like a certain person
from ancient Indian history
who went by the name of
Mohamed Bin Tughluq and
who arbitrarily decided to
shift India’s capital from
Delhi to Daulatabad and in
the process caused the death
of many people.

On August 22, 2022 The
Shillong Times decides to
drop another political bomb-
shell on its page three with
the caption “Organic Farm-
ing, Sawkmie defends Govt
from charge.” Great! | mean
it’sjust great. Another great
man to defend the indefen-
sible “today it is white ,
tomorrow it is black” ofthis
MDA Government. Just to
remind ourselves, this same
MLA from Mawlai had on
one fine memorable day, de-

Law Makers or
|_aw Breakers

Democracy, as we are told
is meant for the people, by
the people, and ofthe people.
In the present context, it
looks like the real meaning
ofdemocracy has practically
zero worth. When we talk of
democracy, the firstthing that
comes to mind is "The Gov-
ernment,” followed by the
people who run it. We all talk
about laws that are equal for
all. This is just a hypotheti-
cal idea and not the slightest
bit pragmatic, yet everybody
actually reiterates that laws
are the same for all. In 2012,
the Supreme Court banned
the use of tinted glasses in
vehicles, restricting vision
beyond the permissible limit
as fixed under the Motor Ve-
hicles Act.

The Central Motor Ve-
hicle Rules, 1989, say that the
windshield and rear windows
of vehicles should have a
visual light transmission of
70 percent, and for side win-
dows it should be at least 50
percent. In the recent news,
the Deputy Chief Minister
mentioned to the media that
tinted glass is required for
the security of the VIPs. As
ordinary citizens, we can't
help thinking about what
he implied by VIPs. Who
are these "VIPs?" It would
be extremely useful if he
could expand the meaning
and whether the Members
of the Legislative Assembly
(MLASs) and Members ofthe
District Councils (MDCs) are
listed under the list of VIPs.
Ifso, werequesthis esteemed
office to issue a notification
on the same, so that the gen-
eral .public will not blabber
on this issue over and over
again for years.

It may be mentioned that
Prestone Tynsong had said
the use of tinted glasses by
politicians and VIPs isnotan
infringement ofthe Supreme
Court Order since it guar-
antees their safety. Which
order of the Supreme Court
indicated the above as told
by the Dy. CM? Is the safety
of politician(s) superior to
that of the general public?
Does it mean that the lives
of ordinary people have no
value? Why would the lives
of the politicians be at risk?
The simple reason is that
they are not doing the job
they are supposed to, interms
of performance, accessibil-
ity, promises etc., And what
makes them think their lives
are in danger unless they are
involved in something that
endangers their lives?

How aware is the Dy. CM
ofthe VIP culture? The ones
who are no longer eligible are
still enjoying the cake, e.g.,
former MLAs and MDCs, or
retired government officials.
Post retirement and losing
an election, they become
ordinary citizens once again.
Why are they still allowed to

cidedto tell the whole world
thatitwas Tirot Singh Syiem
of Hima Nongkhlaw ofthe
19th Century who fought
againstAlexander The Great,
who invaded India in 327
BC. Now please don’t ask
how this is possible. These
are great minds at work or
there might be a hidden
time machine somewhere
in Mawlai Constituency. PT
Sawkmie then decides to
add another gem of his to
this Historical somersault by
Tirot Sing and Alexander. He
claims that Tirot Sing made
the famous quote then by
stating “ Better to die a King
than serve as aslave”. Great
againjust great, quotes ofthe
century but wonder is wheth-
er Tirot Sing Syiem had ever
heard ofJohn Milton and his
book Paradise Lost-11 wliere
Milton used the same famous
words but in an entirely dif-
ferent context when he wrote
“ Better be a King in Hell
than serve somebody as a
slave in Heaven.”

But going back to the
topic of organic farming
and its merits and demerits,
the European Union, FAO,

UN and other International m

bodies with billions of dol-
lars to back up their research
and thousands ofagricultural
scientists to advise them |,
have all given a strong call
for Organic Farming if the
world is to save itself from
itself. Here in Meghalaya,

By Emidao Shylla

ply the roads in their private
vehicles with tinted glasses?
Can Tynsong give a convinc-
ing reply to this? He also
added that most politicians
travel at night, so he believes
that having dim glasses in
the vehicle is ideal. Who
doesn'ttravel at night? Whose
lives are never at stake? His
statements make us wonder
why the lives ofthese public
servants are important than
the public. But what about
women and men that drive
alone at night from work af-
ter a tiring day to head back
home? How certain is he
of their safety? Has he. ever
considered this? We are sure
that he has not, and neither
will he, as long as he and his
flock get to travel safely.
Prestone has been thinking
too much about the state's
VIPs, but is he aware that,
as per a Supreme Court or-
der, tinted glasses are only

. permitted on the vehicles of

people in the Z and Z plus
categories? Just to let him
know, the people who get Z+
security are Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gan-
dhi, Mukesh Ambani, Amit
Shah, Salman Khan, Yogi
Adityanath, and various oth-
ers. As of late, we learnt that
Billionaire Gautam Adani

Ramachandran, made it clear
that government vehicles also
fall under the purview of the
Supreme Courtban. Thatwas
merely a vague comment to
defend the government and
the ones in power. It was
also leamt that many senior
government officials do not
endorse this decision. A se-
nior government official even
threatened that if anybody
tried to remove the tinted
glasses from his vehicle, he
would directly approach the
court. Hence it is crystal clear
that this order from the apex
court would fail miserably
and the result is seen playing
itself out daily.

The former Home Min-
ister of Meghalaya, Roshan
Warjri, in the budget ses-
sion of the 8th house of the
Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly in 2013, informed
that as many as 47 VIPs and
VVIPs are allowed to use
tinted glass in their vehicles.
She never mentioned which
category these VIPs/WIPs
were in. By 2022, the number
musthave increased by 600%
substantially.

A very controversial in-
cident happened in August
2019, after the incumbent,
MLA of Rambrai-Jymgam
constituency, dragged a po-

A very controversial incident happened in
August 2019, after the incumbent, MLA of
Rambrai-Jymgam constituency, draggeda
police officer to the Assembly Privileges
Committeefor having been asked to remove the
tintedglassfrom his private vehicle. Wasn't the
police official doing his duty?

is the new entrant to the 'Z'
category VIP security club.
So under which category
do our CM, Ministers, and
MLAsS/MDCs fall? If they
cannot avail themselves of
the above category of secu-
rity, they should do away
with the tinted glasses from,
their official and private ve-
hicles as soon as possible.
In some cases, being placed
in a category is viewed as a
status symbol by politicians,
and many use their clout to
secure a Z+ security detail.
This is nothing but a waste
of taxpayers' money.

To recall a decade old
news report, on the second,
day ofthe drive against tinted
glasses continuing across
the state on May 16, 2012,
it was, however, noticed that
government vehicles were
left untouched by the traffic
police. Elevenyears ago, they

had already giventhe publica .

sign that those in the govern-
ment were and will always
remain above the law. The
former, Meghalaya DGP N.

we have the MDA, its minis-

ters and some odd ball MLA

with no place to go but with

all the wisdom of their vot-

ers to say otherwise. What

can one say except It's great
Just great.

Yours etc.,

Justin Kharbuli,

(Student of History)

Via email

Morality vs.
procedure
of law

Editor,

It is strongly condem-
nable to learn that the Gujarat
Governmenthad released the
11 convicts that gangraped
Bilkis Bano and murdered
her 7 family on the 75th
Independence of our great
nation. A viral video was
also circulated where it was
seen that family members
ofthe convicts greeted them
with flowers and sweets. The
question is what message are
we sending to criminals?
Even though the State had
followed the rule of law in
facilitating their release, the
real question is what will
happen to the intrinsic value
system of our country. It is
purely logical to assume that
of all criminals convicted,
these rapists and murderers
over-performed the other

lice officer to the Assembly
Privileges Committee for
having been asked to re-
move the tinted glass from
his private vehicle. Wasn't
the police official doing his
duty? When such officials
are performing their duty, the
ones in power are the ones
obstructing them. This is a
sad reality that a legislator
who should be safeguarding
the law is actually breaking it
blatantly. Former SP (Traffic)
BD Marak said, "If we do
not follow the rules, it will
be contempt of court." Did
he mean ‘we,” as ordinary
citizens? Or did he mean ev-
eryone, including politicians
and those in power?
Security cover for indi-
viduals, including MPs, is
provided only on the basis of
individual threat perception.
State governments have their
own criteria for providing
security to MPs. The list of
MPs provided security un-
der various categories is not
maintained centrally, replied
the former Minister of State

criminals in terms of good
behaviour er securing good
marks regardless ofthe grav-
ity ofthe crime they comitted
as per. the definition given
underthe Prisoners Act 1984.
I wonder what cut offmarks
were fixed for prisoners to
receive such remissions.
Even if the state of Gujarat
had followed the rule of law
judiciously in prematurely
releasing these convicts, the
real issue is whether ethical
or moral values were given
any weightage at all. «

For instance, in Jessica
Lai’s case which is also one
of the high-profile cases
whereby the son of former
union minister without even
completing his sentence
was released prematurely or
in the heinous Delhi Gang
rape case where the juvenile
was released and the Bilkis
Bano rape case only sets
precedence for the mighty
and powerful to further ex-
ploit and circumvent the
thin line between proce-
dures of Law and Morality.
This case is categorized as
rarest of the rare case and
everyone working for the
upliftment and welfare of
women folks are devastated
and demotivated to fight for
women’s empowerment,
justice and upliftment in an
environment where women
are being oppressed and sup-
pressed- physically, mentally

in the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Haribhai Parthibhai
Chaudhary, when asked by
Narayan Lai Panchariyainthe
Rajya Sabha inthe winter ses-
sion of 2015. The apex court
order mentions that certain
VIPs/W IPs using black films
on their vehicles for security
reasons is not supported by
law, as no notification by any
competent authority has been
brought to its notice giving
exemption to such vehicles
from the operation of Rule
100 or any of its provisions.

The Supreme Court had
stated that it would be up
to the State Committees to
examine such cases for ex-
emption in accordance with
the law and after due con*-
sideration. These certificates
should be provided only in
relation to official cars of
VIPs or VVIPs, depending
upon the category of security
that such persons have been
awarded by the competent
authority. In fact, most public
figures, including the CM, his
ministers, MLAs, DCs, SPs,
etc., and the police officials
themselves, do not adhere
to the requirements and are
seen to have fixed almost
0% transparency (total dark)
tinted glasses in their vehicles
(both public and private).

Whom should we hold
accountable for the failure
of the Supreme Court or-
der? Shouldn't the concerned
authorities discipline them-
selves? They are supposed to
be the keepers ofthe law but
are themselves, lawbreak-
ers. It is widelyi understood
that laws are made to be
implemented. The question is,
have they been implemented
strictly? If not, why not? It
seems that there is no specific
law to book those that are
flouting the law.

In a different context, Un-
der the Motor Vehicle (Driy-
’ing) Regulations, 2017, park-
ing a vehicle on a footpath,
cycle track, and pedestrian
crossing is illegal. However, it
is often seenthatthe oneswho
should be the attendants ofthe
law are themselves crooks,
thus jeopardising the adage,
"Practice what you preach".
A fresh breach by an army
vehicle last week that was
parked on a footpath in front
of a gate of private property
in the Laitumkhrah area is a
clear demonsflfation that law
and order has and never will
be applicable to the ones who
are supposed to set examples
for many. If such a violation
was committed by a lay per-
son a hefty fine and clamp
on the parked vehicle would
have followed.

So who is-flouting the
law? The general public or
the ones in power? Who will
decide this if not the courts
ofjustice?

and morally.

The whole purpose of all
institutions isto work for the
welfare of women in ensur-
ing their security and Uplift-
ment. On the contrary here
is a high-profile case where
convicts are being released
under the 1992 Remission
Policy. The Gujarat’s Re-
mission Policy 2014 was
implemented with an aim to
rectify the inadequacies of
the 1992 policy. However,
the concerned State chose
the 1992 policy overthe new
Policy which is fallacious in
nature. It seems that there
is no hope in this country
for women, when people at
the helm of affairs are going
full throttle'to suppress the
weaker gender. Therefore,
| strongly condemn the in-
sensitivities of the State of
Gujarat towards securing
and giving justice to women
which only paves way for
other criminals to further
exploit the system. | strongly
condemn and will never ac-
cept that this could be the
new normal for women in
India.

Yours etc.,
Deity Majaw,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SEX)

Flood Furv

strategy vital

By Dhutjati Mukherjee

Every monsoon season
brings with it headlines
of flash floods, landslides
and the number of people
killed or rendered home-
less. Floods are most lethal
in India as these account for
over .40 percent of deaths
out of all natural disasters.
These are also the costliest
among disasters, account-
ing for around 70 percent
of economic losses caused
by all disasters, Between
1980 and 2017, India expe-
rienced 235 floods, which
led to 126,286 deaths and
affected 1.93 biilioi) people.
The economic losses due to
floods stood at a humongous
$58.7 billion.

Moreover, estimates
reveal that around 45.35
million hectares of land is
vulnerable to floods. It has
been found that as per the
yariable of ‘liable to flood
prone area as a percentage
of State geographical area’,
Punjab is most prone (over
80 percent) flowed by Bihar
(73 percent), Haryana (53
percent) and Assam (48.7
percent). The population
fatality by floods is the high-
estin Uttar Pradesh followed
by Bihar, Gujarat and Assam
with Manipurwitnessing the
lowest number. However, in
recent years, Assam and the
north-eastern states have
been witness to high levels
of inundation.

This year also heavy rain-
fall has been affecting north-
eastern India, particularly
in the States of Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, and Me-
ghalaya since early May,
triggering landslides and
causing river overflow and
floods that have resulted in
casualties and damage. Me-
dia reports indicate several
fatalities due to floods and
landslides. About 40,000
persons have been displaced
to relief campsj while over
197,000 people have been
affected. 12 relief distribu-
tion centres have also been
opened up. Rescue opera-
tions are being carried outby
National and State Disaster
Response Forces (NDRF
& SDRF), Fire and Emer-
gency Services and local
population. Not just in the
North-East but several other
states such as Gujarat, Raj-
asthan, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand not to speak of
Mabharashtra’s capital Mum-
bai have witnessed heavy
rainfall and a flood-like situ-
ation. But surprisingly there
has been deficient rainfall
in West Bengal and Odisha.
Obviously, climate change
has made this possible as
flood prone areas are suf-
fering due to deficiency in
rainfall, while drought prone
regions are witnessing heavy
rainfall. As of 3 August, the
death toll reached 1,354
across India, as.reported
by the National Emergency
Response Centre (NDMI).
The worst affected States
are: Himachal Pradesh (with
232 fatalities), Assam (199),
Madhya Pradesh (162), Gu-
jarat (119) and Maharashtra
(112). It needs to be men-
tioned here that the major
flood prone regions in In-
dia are Punjab, Haryana,
most ofthe Gangetic plains,
including UP, North Bi-
har and West Bengal, the
Brahmaputra valley, coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha,
and southern Gujarat. Now-
a-days Kerala and Tamil
Nadu also feel the fury of
the floods. In September
2014, the Kashmir region
witnessed disastrous floods.
In June 2013, a multi-day
cloudburst centred on the
northern state of Uttara-
khand, caused devastating
floods and landslides in its
districts caused by torrential
rainfall. The major factors
causing floods are obviously
meteorological factors such
as heavy rainfall, tropical
cyclones and cloud burst,
physical factors such as large
catchment area, and inad-
equate catchment area and,;
of course, human factors
like deforestation, siltation,
faulty agricultural practices,
bursting and overflow of
dams and, accelerated ur-
banisation.

Coming to the question of
impacts offloods, it is awell-
known fact that this affects
the poorer and marginalised

sections of society, mainly
residing inrural areas. These
include: one, destructionsof
human settlements as mil-
lions are rendered homeless
with serious consequences
on the national economy
and society; two, destruction
of valuable crops almost
every year as also damag-
ing physical infrastructure
such as roads, rails, bridges
etc; and three, spread of
diseases like cholera, gastro-
enteritis, hepatitis and other
water-borne diseases spread
in the flood-affected areas.
However, one cannot deny
that floods make a few posi-

.tive contribution as floods

deposit fertile silt over agri-
cultural fields, which helps
in soil fertility.

In the NDMA Act, 2005,
the responsibilities to act and
provide relief flow from the
Centre to the bottom (local
governance bodies). This
means that in a disaster situ-
ation, the uniformed forces
that go down to the site for
relief and response works,

which may not be familiar

with terrain, find it necessary
that local self-governance
bodies, such as panchayats,
aware af both the area and
people much better, would
give a helping hand.

With that in mind, after
the 2018 Kerala floods, the
state government saw the
need to alter its disaster
management governance.
In January 2020, under the
Rebuild Kerala Initiative, the
state government passed an
order for the “preparation of
disaster management plans
by local self-government
institutions”. Reports reveal
that including these disaster
plans into Gram Panchayats’
Annual Plans has been com-
pleted successfully. They are
currently gearingtowards an-
other round of listing do\g*
their projects for relief and
response, along with miti-
gation arid flood”proofirig
activities for their villages.
It needs to, be understood
that over the ye&rs, floods,
landslides and other natural
disasters have led to more
refugees than from all the
wars we have fought. Thus,
though with the advance-
ment of technology such as
satellite and remote-sensing
equipment, flood waves are
being tracked as the water
level rises, evacuation and
proper rehabilitation is not
being successfully carried
out. Therefore, the focus of
an effective strategy should
b& on mapping of flood
prone afeasto give proper in-
dication ofwater flow during
floods and land use control,
thereby reducing the danger
of life and property, when
the waters inundate the flood
plains and the coastal areas.
At the same time, authori-
ties should strictly monitor
that no major development
should be permitted in the
areas which are subjected
to high flooding. The other
aspect that needs consid-
eration and which is being
neglected is decreasing the
amount of run-off with the
help of reforestation. Flood
diversion includes levees,
embankments' dams and
channel improvement. Dams
can store water and can re-
lease water at a manageable
rate. But the failure of dams
in earthquakes and operation
of releasing the water can
cause floods in the lower ar-
eas. The other aspect is flood
proofing measures,which
are already under way. As
drainage system is generally
choked by the construction
of roads, canals, railway
tracks etc. there is a need to
restore floods to the original
form of.drainage system.

Finally, to mitigate the
impact of floods, there ,is
a need for States to devise
long-term disaster man-
agement policies. While
flood forecasting systems
need further accuracy, spe-
cially in low-lying areas,
this needs to reach the rural
population. The government
should spend more on flood
prevention and mitigation
measures. Another crucial
area isriver connectivity and
construction ofmultipurpose
cyclones and flood shelters
in low lying areas that help
mitigate the loss of lives
from floods. —INFA
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A palpable sense of uncertaintyiias'gEippeSd
the Aam Admi Party (AAP). governm”ntled
by Arvind Kejriwal in Delhi arida fear of the
unknown looms large over it. The government
might fall if the BJP’s alleged “Operation Lotus”,
offensive gains success sooner or later.. Word,
spread that the BJP is trying to poach 40 MLAs
out of the 60-plus of the ruling AAP, with a
“promised offer of gratification”” ofRs 20 crore
per legislator. The veracity of such allegations
cannot be established but fact is, the BJP has
grownweary ofthe Kejriwal enterprise after the
Chief Minister began making frequent trips to
Gujarat, five in amonth’s time. Without doubt,
by targeting Gujarat, Kejriwal is targeting Na-
rendra Modi and Amit Shah, who lord over the
political turfthere. Defeating the BJP in Gujarat
in the assembly polls in Decemberwould mean
half the battle won for the national Opposition
in the 2024 general elections. ;

This is not an impossible propositioiras the
Congress had put the BJP on edge inthe lastas*

sembly polls in Gujarat.

Ifthe AAP too stepped

in there in the coming polls, the BJP will be the
loser more than the Congress. Kejriwal is aim-
ing to give a platform to the underlings who
hardly got any benefit from the BJP rule in the
state for the past quarter ofa century and those
who gained there were the powerful communi-
ties like the Patels. So was the case during the
previous Congress rules there as well.

The Kejriwal edifice has already taken a hit
in the form a raid by CBI on the residence of
Delhi deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia on
«allegations that something is fishy about the
liquor policy that has cdttie urrder the scanner
of the CBI, the caged parrot. Kejriwal himself
fears Sisodia mightbe arrested. Amid the gath-
ering storm, he went up to Rajghat to pray for
the safety of the AAP government The Modi
government has acquired akind o fnotoriety for
the suspected misuse ofthe CBI and ED to target
its political rivals. Bengal’s Mamata Baneijee
had a bitter taste of it and she’s left speechless
after the raids on Partha Chatteijee andAnubrata
Mondal. Question is, what o fthe restofthe large
army ofthe corrupt, the looters o fpublic money
at every turn. ‘Selective amnesia’ is unaccept-
ablel Also, the cause ofdemocracy is not being
served if the ruling party at the Centre adopts
third-degree methods to target rivals and {Hill
down state governments.

1a¥Ul's  |hr 1
NEHU Affairs
Editor,

Apropos ofthe-news item
"Form panel to study cen-
tral notices, says NEHU
Union” which appeared in
The Shillong Times (ST
August 23, 2022), | can un-
derstand the unhappiness an
the part of protesting casual
workers as the University
negotiation Committee un-
der my Chairmanship did
not give- any false hope of
accepting their unrealistic
demands. This is the reason
that they expressed the view
that “the current Negotiation
committee under the Chair-
manship of SB Prasad has
failed miserably to address
the issue of workers”. Their
demands have been exten-
sively changing from one
letter to another. Most of the
possible demands such as
fitting of aquaguards, pro-
viding safety kits at the time
of duty, amedical facility in
the emergency at the time
of duty, identity cards, over-
time based on performance
certificates, etc have been ac-
cepted inprinciple. The pro-
testing workers do not want
attendance cum performance

. certificate to be followed for
them by NEHU and they
have sent a representation

in this regard to,Her Excel-1

lency the Presidentof India.
It should be known that at-
tendance and monitoring of
the work are mandatory for
even the.regular employees
ofthe University.

Further, ftshould be clear
that the termsand conditions
of the payment of salary/
wages to regular workers/
casual daily wage workers
are governed separately by
the Government rules. The
protesting casual workers
demanded, “our salary to be
implemented as per 7th Pay
CommissioB Revision”. Is
it possible for NEHU orany
other central organization to
implementthe 7th pay com-
mission revision for them?
Similarly, the demand that
TA should be paid to casual
workers as “the majority of
these workers spend around
Rs. 350 daily in their travel-
ing expenses whereas they
receive below Rs. 500 in
hand per day” is beyond
my understanding, as if, it
is the responsibility of die
University to bring protest-
ing casual workers daily
from their residence and
drop them back. NEHU
is paying 30/31 days wages
to casual workers M idi is
exceeding 26 days o fworkin
amonth. Thewages are also
paid to them for holidays

declaredby the Government. -

The negotiation committee

Mejghsla?* Chief Min-
ister Gonraid Sangma has
acolahnedthat tourism in
MegMaya is booming. Be-
fore he-says anything more,
I would request him to walk
in the shoes of the common
man (ifhe knowswhat that is
consideringthathehasbeena
child ofprivilege throughout
his life), and then see how it
feels like to travel to Sohra,
Dawki, Jowai et al on the
weekends. | say that the CM
should be a common man so
that like-Ae ancient king he
can travel incognito to find
out die plight ofhis subjects.
And that means he should
drive his own vehicle and
have no entourage before or
after him either of cops or
camp followers. Only then
will the Chief Minister know
that on weekends the local
people here have to content
themselves with remaining
indoors. They can’t think
of a family outing because
everyspaceis invaded by day
travelers fromthe neighbour-
ingstate (I don’thaveto spell
the name. It starts with ‘A’
andis currently ruled by Big
Brother-Dada):

Megholaypis notjust any
plaoi, It is intended to pro-
vide a different experience.
The environment is the sell-
ing point here. The environ-
ment is a living being, not a
stone structure or a temple.
Here we have resplendent
waterfalls, picturesque can-
yons, green forest canopies
and just nature. But what
needs special mention are the
Living Root Bridges some
old and others newly discov-
ered. Every newly discovered
destination is assaulted by
visitors who don’t have the
faintest idea on how to value
these unique resources. | am
notsure
ates we turn out are engaged
in creating narratives that
give these unigue spaces a
more nuanced perspective.

Let's take the instance
of the Mawphlang Sacred
Grove. Tourists enter the
forest without understanding
the sacredness of that space.
‘Sacred’would imply arever-
ential silence and appreciat-
ing the ancient wisdom that
made our ancestors conserve
the trees inside that space
without having been educat-
ed on modern environmental
concepts that the forest is
a feeder of catchments and
nourishes rivers downstream.
There is no need forthe guide
to give a running conversa-
tion and for the visitors to
cackle on and on and disturb
the peace ofthe place. A pam-
phlet thatexplains all aspects
of the Sacred Grove can be
included as pot ofthe entry
fee which I feel should be
raised to a reasonably higher
price. “Law Kyntang,” does
not translate simply to Sacred
Grove because.modem man
no longer considers anything

has clarified repeatedly that
whatever is possible gs per
Laws, Rales, ahd Regula-
tions of Gowt, of Indiaappli-
cable to casual workers will
be followed regarding their
demands. Further, it was
also mentioned to them that
there are so many Central
Universities /Institutions in
the North-east and the rest
of the country, that have
a much greater number of
casual workers, so, submit
any supporting document
concerning your variety of
demands, but till date, ca-
sual workers have failed to
provide a single document
in this regard.

Further, as faras the num-
ber of representatives to
be present from both sides
during negotiation is con-
cerned, the protesting work-
ers themselves are behaving
very casualty as they come
differently in numbers such
as 6, 11, 15, 17, etc on dif-
ferentoccasions for thejoint
meeting. Sometimes they
become adamantto come up
with 22 members. Now pro-
testing casual workers want
“joint body of experts to be
constituted by drawing-five
members from NEHU and
five from the union”. This
again reflects their hidden
agenda as if the 10 mem-
bos Negotiation committee
under my Chairmanship

sacred. Kyntang means that
something s considered holy
and deserving of respect
especially because of a con-
nection with a god. Are we
as locals of Meghalaya even
conscious about this sense of
sacredness? Ifwe did would
we be. drinking liquor and
other intoxicants just outside
the Sacred Grove? But that’s
because those guarding the
place have not been able to
instill in visitorsthis sense of
exclusivity. 1 don’t suppose
that those guides are trairied
enough to create that feeling
of awe and respect among
those visitors into the Sacred
Grove.

In a recent article, Albert
Thymiang rued the fact that
he and his friends had to pay
entry fees at die Wards’ Lake
and the Lady Hydari Park
(now called the Phan Non-
glait Park). Why not? Every*
space needs to be maintained,;
someone has to clean and
pick up the garbage and re-
tumn it to its natural shape
after the thoughtless, shame-
less visitors*have dumpedall
theirtrash hoe. Intadsome
ofthe places like Tyrehi Palls
near Jowai charge fartoo less
- amere Rs 20 - for what is
a spectacular waterfall that
gushes down about a 100 feet
tall precipice. The hills and
dales, the waterfalls, caves,
forests, living root bridges,
forests and the cleanliness
and silence around these
spaces are our only tourism
resources. If these resources
are exploited beyond their
capacity to regenerate them-
selves then we are actually
killing the goose that lays the
golden egg.

Meghalaya is not meant
for mass tourism.even if
the Chief Minister rejoices
in the tourism boom judg-
ing only by the footfalls of
day tourists that don’t spend
their nights in homestays or
hotels; use theirown vehicles
and return to their states by
evening. All that is added to
the Meghalaya eco-sphere is
pollution, traffic jams (again
something that VIPs like the
Chief Ministers are, spared
of) and a lot of garbage left
behind by unthinking, grossly
overrated ‘tourists.’

What Meghalaya needs
is ‘Niche’ tourism. We need
tourists to bode online stat-
ing the destinations they
want lo visit and also pay
online. Those running these
destinations should be able
to handle such digital pay-
ments and also put a cap on
the number of tourists per
day they wish to have for
the Double Decker Living
Root Bridge and other root
bridges. We can’t have hun-
dreds of tourists on a given
day trundling on the fragile
“Living” root. Sometimes
one wonders whether the

constituted by the University
are not aware of the facts.
The casual workers’ concern
should be to select their rep-
resentatives cum experts.

Regardingotherdemands,
1 have to mention that the
Negotiation committee is
already examining the cases
as per Hon'ble Supreme
Court decisions. Govern-
ment notifications, and also
the Hon'ble High Court
decision of dismissing the
petition filed by the many
casual workers of NEHU.
It has been “emphasized by
the University Negotiation
committee to the Casual
Workers that if they are not
convinced/satisfied with the
ongoing Negotiation with
regard to the demand of
regularization of their ser-
vices, they are at liberty to
seek legal redressa!™

The Negotiation Commit-
tee appealed several timesto
agitating casual workers ““ to
withdrawthesilent protestso
that work in the respective
section/Departments does
not suffer. Even after the
withdrawal o fthe protest, the
talk process may continue
with the University Nego-
tiation Committee for an
amicable solution of all the
demands within the ambit
of existing Rules, Regula-
tions of die University and
Government of India”. |

tourism:
for a crash

By Patricia Mukhim

locals themselves understand
the meaningof“Living Root”
and hence their nonchalance
about the number o f visitors
allowed, so long as they get
to pocket the money which
is a pittance considering that
these bridges are rare and
are repositories of ancient
wisdom. Without gur own
people understanding the
value o ftheenvironment and
its bountiful giftshow canwe
expect tourists ti>respect the
same? | often wonder if we
humans can claim the right
to sell the environment and
who has given us that right?
No wonder nature takes her
own toll by way of flash
floods and landslides and
what have yoo? The more
the onslaught on nature the
more is the likelihood of it
fighting back.

Khasis call nature “Ka
Mei Mariang” but they now
don’t seem to care to exploit
it to its bare bones. Every-
thing today botlsdown tojust
one thing - MONEY. Sure
we need moneyKid we need
to create livelihoods through
tourism butaot hithe manner
A imtL., riifd n,i A ITT I
now no place is sacrosanct
and everything is lost out to
crass commercialism which
is what Mass Tourism docs.
And Mass Tourism is what
destroys dk”tinations around
the world until people wake
up and realise their mistakes
and redeem what they have
lost But sometimes that re-
alization comes far too late
in the day and regenerating
a tourist destination is no
longer possible.

So yes, we don’t need
to be told that the tourism
destinations of Meghalaya
are over-heated. We see it
unfolding before our eyes.
Tour operators and hoteliers
may think this is pouring
cold water on their ambitious
plans but some truths have to
be told and told plainly. Me-
ghalayahas alburism Policy
dated 2021. This Policy is
generic in nature and over-
ambitious. It does not spell
out the meaning of ““sustain-
ability'* mentioned there. So
let me tell the Government
what is no longer sustainable.
Its when the local people
dare noft come out on week-
ends and holidays because
their sights and senses are
assaulted by the ubiquitous
tourists. Indeed on weekends,
the local populace just can-
not venture out to(any ofthe
tourist destinations. They are
crowded and there’s unend-
ing traffic jams along the
Upper Shillong road right
up to Sohra and beyond.
People from Assam come on
day trips m Assam vehicles
and spend close to nothing
in Meghalaya. People just
discard cjbips packets and
carnalbctfteeftute they

hereby again humbly appeal

to protesting workers to call

offthetr protest in die inter-

est of the University and
their own interests. -

Yoursetc..

Prof. S. B. Prasad

NEHU, Shillong

On traffic jams

Editor,

There have been many
letters appearing in The
Shillong Tones bringing to
light the traffic congestion
in die city. Citizens are be-
ing told to make a conscious
effort to lessen this burden
by following good traffic
discipline. But, what about
political parties? Are they
above law? Are they al-
lowed to disrapt everything
just became they’re hold-
ing a meeting? A Political
Party Office in Lachumiere
has been causing unwanted
problemsalmostevery week,
notjust for residentsbut also
fortheadjoiningschoolsand
offices. They, have gone to
theexternofcalling carown-
ersover die phone to vacate
the space so that the most
esteemed guests of politi-
cal patties can park is that
space. Somuchso thattraffic
policemenare now hanging
around the party office with

have bought from the local
vendors.

The beautiful sights and
soundsare all sold too cheap.
Visitors to the awesome
Tyrchi Falls in Jamtia Hills
pay only Rs 20 per head to
watch what is one of Me-
ghalaya’s luxuriant waterfall
whose height is nearly 100
feet. Below the waterfalls are
lushgreenfields ofrice fed b>
die water from die waterfall
Charging Rs 20 for such a
delightful natural beauty is
short-selling Meghalaya.

The Vision Statement
of the Meghalaya Tourism
Policy, 2011 is, “To position
Meghalaya as a preferred
tourist dekination by taking
advantage of its rich cultural
heritage and natural beauty”

On the execution part the
Policy says, “Tourism devel-
opment will be undertaken
in @ manner so as to ensure
sustainability and conserva-
tion ofthe state’s environment
and natural resources. Devel-
opment of tourism activities
around natural resources will
be done in conjunction with
die relevant Government De-
partmentsand in concurrence
with any laws relating to
protection and conservation.
Sustainable development of
tourism will also help gener-
ate employment for the local
people without impacting on
environmentand kxal culture.
Well, nothing of this is hap-
pening.The Policy naturally
says all the right things to
make it look good but what’s
ontheground is nothingcfort
to what’s on paper.

There is the point on -
“Wellness, Health & Herbal

mTourism - Spa holidays are
becoming popular these days.
Meghalaya has immense po-
tential in this segment and
can be a leading player in
health and wellness tourism
where professionally devised
programmes can be initiated
and delivered like yoga cen-
tres, ayurvedic treatments,
rejuvenating treatments etc.
Bestowed with an abundant
variety of medicinal plants,
the state could promote
Health & Herbal Tourism.
The indigenous people with
their inherent knowledge for
herbal medicines and mas-
sages that provide holistic
healing and rejuvenation will
be encouraged and promoted.
Areas and locations having
valuable medicinal plants will
be identified for the purpose
of conducting educational
herbal trails. Existing herbal
medicinal centres will be
encouraged in a regulated
mannerwhich shall form part
ofanimportantcomponentof
wellness tourism.

I have looked highand low
and not found a single herbal
healing centre!

This part is only wishful
thinking on paper. The Tour-
ism Policy needs a massive
revamp!

swipe machines in their
hand ready to penalise any
Offender. They even go to
the extent o fchanging traffic
routes, putting no entry signs
and throwing the <itire traf-
fic ofthe locality and thereby
the city out of gear. And all
this happen* at the peak of
school and office hours.
Taking a cue from this
political party, another has
set up shop next door. There
have also been suggestions
that the Lachnmiere area
shouldn't be further con-
gested, yet we see multiple
office buildings cropping
up every day. To make the
situation worse the new SFs
Office has been proposed to
be moved to Lachumiere as
well. When political lead-
ers ate supposed to set an
example to the citizens to
manage die ever-increasing
traffic congestion in the city,
why is it that they seem to
be worsening the situation
instead of behaving respon-

sibly?
Yoursetc.,
Emica Nongkynrih,
Viaemail

J Articles and letters*
appearing on this page are
Ithe views of the writers/.
‘authors and not that of

i TheShillong Times
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A nation that
IS losing its

conscience
By Barnes Mawrie

“No Joss is more deplor-
able than the loss of a con-
science, asense of right and
wrong.” A nation may be
economically poor, militar-
ily weak but when it has a
great sense o frighteousness,
it does not lack strength and
moral integrity. Onthe other
hand, a country’ may possess
all the wealth in the world
but when it is affected by
moral depravity, itis amiser-
able country. Inthe words of
Eraldo Banovac "‘wealth and
power aren't the most im-
portant things in life. What
is truly important is to have
a clear conscience.” When
those at the hetm of state
affairs function without a
conscience, tragedy is bound
to follow the nation, it was
because of conscienceless
leaders like Adolf Hitler,
Joseph Stalin, Bennito Mus-
solini or Emperor Hirohito,
that humanity had to suffer
the holocaust of World War
11 Presently, it is dueto such
conscienceless leaders like
Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping
or Kim Jong Un, that in-
nocent people continue to
suffer in their countries ami
neighbouring countries.

Sadly when we turn to
our beloved country India
today, we cannot but lament
the fact that our nation is
fast losing* its conscience.
In these recent years we
have witnessed trampling
down of the innocent and
the glorification ofcriminals.
The case of die release and

factthat inspiteofall theiills
in the country, there are still
many who add fuel to the fire
andstill many more whojust
keep silent without coming
forward to condemn such
acts of injustice and malice,
speaks volume of a nation
bereft of a conscience. As
Albert Einstein had rightly
remarked “the world is evil
not only because there are
evil people, but more be-
cause there are many good
people who see evil but do
nothing about it.” When it
comes to the Bilkis Bano
case, how many Indians
have come out to condemn
the injustice against her? In
our country it is evident that
those who are in power or
who have close links with
the powerful, can always
dodge the law and go scot
free. The fact that support-
ers and sympathizers of die
BJP government who are
guilty of certain cranes are
rarely brought before the
law, is yet another indication
that our country has lost its
conscience.

Coming to our own state,
we cannot deny the fact
that we are no better than
the rest. The manner our
political leaders and bureau-
crats use their privileged
positions to achieve their
personal agenda, shows that
our collective conscience
is gradually diminishing.
The fact that responsible
parties engaged in public
developmental projects like

“The ongoing politic™o fvendetta that
we witness in India today is anotherproof
ofa nation robbed o fits conscience. What
the BJP government is doing to the opposition
parties today, namely.jending the CBland w
the ED against them and implicating than
in criminal acts, is nothing buta politics
ofvendetta. No one would question the
governmentfor probing into corruption and
crimes, but to be selective in the choice of
victims is highly questionable.

the glorious welcome ofthe
eleven rapists in Gujaratand
the denial of justice to the
victim, Bilkis Bano, is a sad
manifestation of how our

country has lost its sense of.

right end wrong. To glorify
the culprits and victimize the

helpless victims is the high- .

est form of injustice and the
clearest sign o faconscience-
less nation.

The ongoing politics of
vendetta that we witness
in India today is another
proof of a nation robbed
of to conscience. What the
BJP government is doing
to the opposition parties
today, namely, sending the
CBI and the ED against
them and implicating them
in criminal acts, is nothing
but a politics of vendetta.
No one would question the
government for probing
into corruption and comes,

but to be selective in the'

choice of victims is highly
questionable. A government
that thrives on vendetta and
demolition of any opposi-
tion, isathreatto democracy
and a danger to the country.
A country that has many of
the political leaden tainted
with criminal records and
are of dubious character, is
plainly a country that lacks
a good conscience. How
can we expect such per-
sons to behave like saints?
Consequently, we witness
so much of corruption and
injustice and lack of probity
in public life perpetrated
by pur politicians. There is
a sort of immoral principle
that our politicians and bu-
reaucrats seem to adhere to,
namely, that “positions and
authority are means to their
selfish end. The recent surge
in hale speeches perpetrated
by our political leaden es-
pecially against minority
groups which have sparked
off unending protests and
violence indifferent partsof
the country, is another proof
that we ate fast losing,our
collective conscience. The

roads, bridges, buildingsetc,
use substandard materials
to enhance their personal
profits without considering
the safety of the public, is
yet another manifestation
ofa people bereft of a con-
science. Another example
could be the massive legal-
ization of liquor shops and
gambling in Shillong and
elsewhere just because the
government is reapingarich
revenue from these, without
however considering the
fact dpt our young people
arethe actual victims, is yet
another indication of moral
degeneration in the state.

The culture of “self en-
richment” o fthose in author-
ity at the cost of the poor
and the weak, is a systemic
evil in our state which has
blunted die conscience of
those caught up in the sys-
tem. We as the children of
the hynftiewtrep hynfiiews-
kum (seven huts) have long
forgotten the great ethical
commandment “kamai la ka
hok™ (earn righteousness)
handed down to us by our
ancestors. Today we live
as though such a thing did
not exist or unheard of.
Moral depravity has set in
and we seem to have lost
our personal as well as our
collective conscience alto-
gether. More than the loss
of wealth and possession,
the loss ofconscience is the
most lamentable fact

India is a country of
the great Mahatma, a man
known and respected for
his integrity - a just and
righteous man whom the
world looks up to. We Me-
ghalayans are descendants
ofU Tirol Sing and PaTogan
Sangma the great freedom
fighters who lived by the
principles of justice and
righteousness and who were
ready to sacrifice themselves
for the well-being o f others.
How come we me drifting
farther and farther away
from the virtues that they
stood for?
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Scams unlimited: Whither

pressure groups
CHIEF Minister Conrad Sangma has denied any
wrongdoing in the procurement of vehicles and
misuse of POL by an official at the Police Head-
quarters. This, when the inquiry clearly points to
several procedural anomalies and vehicles not
being registered because o fthese anomalies. An
independent enquiry into all the scams by the
MDA Government are called for at thisjuncture.
Any departmental enquiry is bound to reach a
cul-de-sac since those committing malfeasance
have the full support of the political leadership
and their bosses in the Department. Inquiries
into the Smart Meter scam, Rice procurement
scam by the Social Welfare Department and the
Cheristerfield Thangkhiew killing seem to have
gone off the radar for want of public action.
Time was when leading pressure groups would
call out corruption and ensure that scamsters
were punished. Now they have all gone silent
with the exception of the Hynniewtrep Youth
Council (HY C) which has been following up on
these scams by way of RTI queries. Questions
arise as to why some pressure groups only zero
in on the Inner Line Permit (ILP) which is more
of a mirage but turn a blind eye to open loot in
the government. No wonder the public has lost
faith in these pressure groups that surface only

before the elections.

Coming to political parties, only the Tri-
namool Congress has been doing its homework
in unearthing irregularities in the MDA govern-
ment including the recently raised queries on
the Smart City Project and the Police Depart-
ment ‘scam.” The Congress Party reacts in fits
and starts which suggests a lack of diligence in
delving into matters that affect the state and its
people. Misuse and/or leakage of public funds
indirectly affects the quality of governance.
When the Police Department purchases vehicles
it is because the police need greater mobility
in detecting and preventing crime. Without
adequate vehicles at the Police Stations they
would be hamstrung especially these days when
drug peddling, murder and other serious crimes
are on the rise. The vehicle acquisition saga
where a large number of vehicles are parked
at the residence of a police officer who calls
the shots at the Police Headquarters suggests
a contractor-police nexus (in this case vehicle
supplier/s)and has to be unearthed. There has
to be a public demand for this. Without active
public intervention all these scamswill be swept
under the carpet to be repeated in the next tenure
as well. Interestingly, Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma is now focussing on crimes in West
Garo Hills including those of his beta noire
Bernard Marak and he has the full cooperation
ofthe Police Department there. Does this mean
crime abounds only in West Garo Hills while the
bigger crimes affecting the entire Police Depart-
merit are being stoutly defended? What’s this if
not a pre-election gimmick?

Letters to the Fditor

Umiam
Bridge: Are
we waiting

for disaster to

strike?

Editor,

Trustyour intuition -- it is
the divine voice from within!
Your science may let you
down, butnot your intuition.
Even Albert Einstein prized
intuition above all other ra-
tional thinking. So, it is not
wise to dismiss the fact that
one devout soul had a vision
of the Umiam dam bursting
and taking a heavy toll on
human lives and property -
"Nagaland church member
gets vision of Umiam dam
collapse” (ST August 22,
2022). Moreover, we should
not take a chance at all at
this juncture. We should not
gamble with the lives of
people either. Bluntly speak-
ing, this 57-year-old bridge
has already weathered the
tornados of greed in various
ways. It was never made to
sustain the weight of the
increasing volume of traffic
and the continuous procras-
tination.

Probably 40 MT was the
maximum limit but we al-
lowed 18-wheelers to run
over the bridge day-in and
day-out. What had driven
those loads of traffic if not
our avarice? But still, we do
not have a viable alternative
at hand.

What if some major mis-
haps happen in the "near" fu-
ture, heaven forbid - as also

pointed out by RN Rymbai
“Umiam Dam and bridge...”
(ST,Aug 24,2022)? We will
be plunged into darkness.
The whole economy of the
state will collapse. What's
more, the unprecedented ca-
tastrophes will be witnessed
by people in downstream
areas, apart from countless
lives being washed away.
This will also adversely
hit Mizoram and Tripura,
apart from certain parts of
Assam.

Metaphorically, the Umi-
am bridge is a stem through
which this state receives
nutrients to keep itself in
full bloom. But how long
will this “shrivelled” stem
supportus? People are grow-
ing panicky while the poor
residents around are be-
ing haunted with traumatic
thoughts!

If Assam can boast ofthe
Bhupen Hazarika Setu with
a whopping length of 9 km
/and Kalia Bhomora bridge
of3 km, why can't we have a
"robust” new Umiam bridge
of probably less than two
hundred meters? Disaster
should not come crashing
down like the dome!

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,

(Member of International

Human Rights Commission)
Shillong-2

Ignorance can

be dangerous

Editor

On August 23, 2022 out
ofmisfortune or sheer negli-
gence, | was denied “Insulin
needles” as | did not have my

Justice for Bilkis
Why No

itna sannata kyon hai
bhai?" Actor AK HangaPs
iconic dialogue in the film
Sholay typifies the mood in
the aftermath of the gang
rapists and murderers in
the Bilkis Bano case being
freed and feted, their life
sentences remitted by a Gu-
jarat government committee.
No candlelight marches, no
dhamas or street protests: the
outrage that coursed through
society when Jyoti Singh (or
Nirbhaya) was gang-raped
and murdered a decade ago
is starkly missing. Instead a
marked hush has descended
in the corridors of power and
civil society spaces whose
collective anger resonated
so powerfully in the winter
0f2012.

Let’s start with the top
leadership. On August 15th,
aSthe country was celebrat-
ing 75 years ofindependence,

prime minister Narendra,

Modi was delivering a rous-
ing message of ‘nari-shakti’,
reminding the citizenry that
no country could progress
unless its women were Re-
spected. OnLy hours later,
the convicted rapists were
released from a Gujarat jail
with the VHP unit in Godhra
garlanding them like he-
roic figures. No expression
of remorse from any of the
convicts evenasa BJP MLA
who was part of the review
committee was happily laud-
ingthem forbeing ‘sanksari’
Brahmins. The Modi govern-
ment has chosen not to say
a word on the issue, either
trapped inthe hubris ofpower
ortoo embarrassed to turn the
clock back to 2002.

e No senior minister nor
the normally voluble BJP
spokespersons have reacted.
Not a word from'the Gujarat
chief minister, Bhupen-
dra Patel or any BJP leader
from the state. Not a squeak
from Smriti Irani, the high
profile women and child
development minister, who
is normally never short of
words. No statement from
the National Commission for
Women (NCW) which earlier
this month was fulminating
over a goof-up by Congress
leader, Adhir Chaudhary
when he mistakenly referred
to President Droiipadi Murmu
as ‘Rashtra-patni’. Clearly,
the deplorable image of rape
convicts being garlanded has
not offended the ‘sarkari’
organization. The National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has reportedly held
one meeting to discuss the
issue but has not made any
public intervention; Its chair-
person, a former Supreme
Court judge, had gushingly

father’s prescription who is
highly diabetic.

I was not a first timer
in Woodland’s Hospital,
Shillong and there have
been incessant incidents of

, harassment that | have en-
countered there in the past.
It was past 8:00 p.m. and
I had gone to a pharmacy
nearby in Dhankheti which
was closed. The aforemen-
tioned reason drove me to
,the infamous Woodland’s
pharmacy(Opens 24 hours)
and | waited there in-a long
queue since out of the 3
counters only 1 was operat-
ing: When my turn finally
came, | asked them for “in-
sulin needles”, inreturn they
asked me for the prescrip-
tion. 1 could not furnish one
as | forgot to carry it with
me and had gone out directly
after my tuitions. | explained
my dire situation to them but
they still denied giving me
the needles because I did not
have a prescription.

I bought other medicines
without prescriptions from
the same pharmacy previ-
ously. | had returned home
empty handed and | called
Woodland’s hospital to com-
plain. They gave me one of
the horrendous answers as to
why they did not give me the
needles saying, “There are
lots ofdrug addicts around.”
I have been looking after
my dad a seriously diabetic
patient for the past 3 years
and | have learnt a lot about
medicines and insulins. In-
sulin needles are required
for reusable insulin pens
and they are not prescribed.
They are attached to the

By Rajdeep Sardesai

praised the prime minister as
a ‘versatile genius’.
Amongst the main nation-
al parties, only the Congress
and the left have expressed
their indignation over the Bil-
kis verdict. While the leftis a
marginal force, the Congress
response, commendable in
the circumstances, has been
far more vociferous in Delhi
than in Gandhinagar. What
ofthe conspicuous silence of
the Aam Aadmi Party which
was on the frontlines of citi-
zen activism during the 2012
protests? Tenyears later, AAP
has evolved from a volunteer
force into a mainstream po-
litical party, its one eye firmly
on the Hindu middle class
vote in poll-bound Gujarat.
The Supreme Cotirt which
ensured a fast tracking of
justice in the Jyoti Singh
case has also played safe:
in a strange order in May
this year, the Court left it to
the discretion ofthe Gujarat
government to take a call
on remission based
on an archaic 1992,
document which
is more proce'
dural in na-
ture rather
than the
substan-
tive
2014

class, that appeared to shed
its indifference a decade ago
by becoming an intrinsic part
ofthe street demonstrations?
Somehow the utter bestial-
ity of a gangrape and serial
murders during a communal
riot in Gujarat doesn’t seem
to shake the ‘collective con-
science’ like a gangrape in a
moving bus in the national
capital. It is almost as if what
happened in aremote village
Of Radhikpur in 2Q02 is far
too distant from the memory
bank of a ‘new’India. Sign-
ing the odd protest petition is
a token effort at best.

In a sense, the contrasting
responses to Jyoti Singh’s
tragedy and Bilkis’s unend-
ing quest for justice reveal
just how much both state and
civil society have been trans-
formed inthe last decade. The
rise of majoritarian politics
has effectively squeezed out
any dissenting voices that
might challenge the dominant

narrative of the
ruling estab-
lishment.
So en-
trenched is
the belief
that the
Hindu
Aidentity
ust be
onsoli-

“Only hours later, the convicted rapists
were releasedfrom a Gujaratjail with the
VHP unit in Godhra garlanding them
like heroicfigures. No expression o fremorse
from any ofthe convicts even as a BJP MLA
who was part of the review committee was
happily lauding themfor being Sanksari’
Brahmins. The Modi government has chosen
not to say a word on the issue, either trapped
in the hubris ofpower or too embarrassed to
turn the clock back to 2002.”

policy that explicitly prohib-
its remission for convicted
rapists. The media which
covered the 2012 protests
with breathless energy has
mostly chosen not to push
the Bilkis issue. Scarcely
any high-decibel prime time
debates, no stirring editorials,
no sustained campaign for
justice for Bilkis.

And what of civil society,
in particular the urban middle

reusable insulin pens when
the previous needle gets
damaged. | am not. from a
medical background but |
gained this knowledge solely
through experience. Hence |
surprised as to how a person
with a medical degree and
who should have been more
informed, could not differen-
tiate between a syringe and a
needle and gave me such an
awful explanation for what
had happened.

The larger question here
is what could have a person
done in a dire situation such
as this? Owing to what |
believe is an uninformed
perception, aperson’'s health
could have deteriorated ag-
gressively. It is high time
that issues like these which
always do not come into the
limelight, become public
knowledge and are that there
is enough awareness created
on the difference between an
insulin needle and a syringe.
As | experienced this hor-
rendous situation involving
my ailing father, | was re-
minded ofthe saying - "False
knowledge is worse than
ignorance".

Yours etc.,
Joanna Jessica Thabah,
Via emai

Compartmentalisation:

A metaphor

Editor,

Just as trains have com-
partments, human life in
different societies around the
world is also compartmental-
ised. Varying from extremely
high to low degree of com-

dated for any electoral benefit
that political morality is the
obvious casualty of vote
bank politics.

m In the 1980s, the Rajiv
Gandhi government appeased
the Muslim clergy by fail-
ing to stand by a Muslim’s
woman’s fight for equal
rights. The Shah Bano case
weakened the secular project
and gave the BJP a foot in
the political door. Now, the

partmentalisation, people
from different communities
do hot see eye to eye on
a wh@le range of issues.
There's an unbridgeable,
invincible abyss; sometimes
a rigid line of demarcation
separating them. At one
point of time in Northern
Ireland when relationship
between the Protestants and
the Catholics was at an all
time low, just entering each
other’s clearly demarcated
residential areas cotild get
a person killed. In India,
compartmentalisation is the
result of a plethora of rea-
sons.

In Shillong, compart-
mentalisation is the result of
a perceived fear that locals
have of being overwhelmed
by other communities who
have migrated to our state.
I don't blame us for feeling
threatened or having appre-
hensions about our future. In
all honesty, | feel that our fear
is real. The perceived threat
resulted in compartmentali-
sation. Compartmentalisa-
tion has led to a feeling of
distrust and sometimes hate.
Apprehensive and suspicious
minds are the main factors
of the tense and sometimes
volatile relationship.

Coming to compartmen-
talisation and our recent
trainjourney, our neighbours
from the next compartment
on the train were folks from
Shillong. They overheard
us speaking Khasi, so they
looked straight at us and
enquired if we were from
Shillong. When it was time
to disembark one of them
looked straight at me with

wheel has come full circle as
the BJP’s. majority appease-
ment politics is designed to
perpetuate its electoral domi-
nance at the cost of another
Muslim woman’s unrelenting
pursuit ofjustice.

Moreover, the institutions
meant to provide succour to
victims of criminality have
been severely compromised
by a domineering political
executive. With the Gujarat
government’s review com-
mittee being monopolized by
partisan interests, including
two sitting BJP MLAs, a
distraught but defiant Bilkis
had little chance of ever get-
ting a fair hearing. A con-
stitution bench in the 2016
Sriharan case involving Rajiv
Gandlji’s assassins indicated
that consent of the Union
Government is mandatory to
remit or commute a sentence:
can the political executive
escape culpability? Truth is
that a pliant bureaucracy, a
weakened judiciary and a
cheerleading media make it
virtually impossible to check
untrammeled use of executive
power.

Why are so many influ-
entiaL citizens so fearful of
lending theirvoice to a Justice
for Bilkis campaign unlike
the spontaneous uprising of
2012? This is where the shift-
ing moral compass reveals a
divided society whose notions
of justice are increasingly
‘viewed through die lens of
deep prejudice and outright
bigotiy. It’s a lens that is un-
able to identify with Bilkis’s
plight without bringing in
a communal twist, where
her identity as a Muslim
woman almost overwhelms
the sheer inhumanity of the
crime involved.So where are
you When a Hindu woman is
raped and tortured is an oft
asked question by the right
wing internet army on social
media. When the idealistic
fervour of an enraged society
in 2012 is now replaced by a
tendentious ‘what-aboutery’
in 2022, then the polarization
of minds appears sickeningly
complete. Bilkis is a victim
of this nauseating mindset.
And wonyingly, she won’t
be the last.

Post-script: A young mil-
lennial colleague suggests
that | should stop thinking
ofthe 2002 violence and the
Bilkis case. “Bees siaal ho
gaye, its time to move on,”
is his Unsolicited advice. If
only he could look Bilkis in
the eye and tell her to ‘move
on’too.

(The writer is senior
journalist and author. Mail:
rajdeepsardesai52@gmail.
com)

a radiant smile, so | smiled
back. The person appeared
to be from aprominent busi-
ness community of North-
ern India. We had a little
conversation and | came to
know that the person's family
shifted permanently to Silig-
uri that very day. When we
were about to part ways, out
ofthe blue the person told us
that we can call if we need
any help. Since Shillong is
permanently out ofsight, the
person might have regret-
ted not being acquainted
with anyone from the Khasi
community. That's my wild
guess for the person's gen-
erosity. Had we crossed each
other in Shillong that con-
versation would have never
taken place. We would have
avoided looking each other
in the eye in the first place.
Compartmentalisation. has
always been a complex issue
and it will always be espe-
cially in a country like India.
Invincible Berlin Walls still
separate different communi-
ties around the world.

As far as Meghalaya is
concerned, for compart-
mentalisation and invincible
Berlin Walls to wither away,
both the central and state
government need to first
redress the genuine concerns
of the local population.

Yours etc.,
Gary Marbaniang,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of|
The Shillong Times
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Debate on Street
Vending and Hawking

Important
By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

The 24 August2022 marks
the end of the six years long
legal and political battles of
the most marginalized sec-
tion of society, namely the
Street Vendors and hawk-
ers. It was in the year 2016
that the street vendors and
hawkers of greater Shillong
and Meghalaya organized
themselves under the col-
lective platform, the Me-
ghalaya & Greater Shillong
Progressive Hawkers and
Street Vendors Association
(MGSPHSVA). Since, then
the collective was engaged
in the protracted legal battle
until the Honourable Me-
ghalaya High Court disposes
all the cases/matters related
to street vending and hawk-
ing.

In the final order issued
on 24 August 2022 the Me-
ghalaya High Court ob-
served that the State was
contemplating to adopt the
Central Statute. Further the
State has formally done so
and has also made,rules or
4n the process of completing
the making of the rules for

, implementing the Central
Statute on the protection
of livelihood and regulat-
ing of street vending and
asked the State Government
to complete the drafting
of rules in a time bound
manner, while the court
laid open for any party/
stakeholder to approach it
Against any grievance as per

law and procedure. It can .

be said that one part of the
-battle may have ended as the
longstanding demand of the
MGSPHSVA to implement
the central Law will soon
see the light of the day, but
the new chapter is opening
up and it is challenging. It
is important for every stake
holder to collectively work
together and thus the de-
bates and soliciting of idea
become imperative.

Firstly, we must >under-
' stand that street vending and
hawking is asold as civiliza-
tions. In ancient Greece the
agora was a central public
space whichwas also,used as
marketplace, where traders
kept stalls or shops to sell
theirgoods amid colonnades.
In Shillong the practise of
street vending and hawking
isolder thanthe State itself.
Oral history tells us that
more than hundred years ago
when lewduh was moved to
the present location nearly
half of it was reserved for
hawking and street vending
and itis called the iewmadan
or street market.

Secondly, in 2009 the
Supreme Court of India
gave detailed guidelines for
the implementation, of the
policy on street vending.
Subsequently, the Bill was
passed in both houses of
Parliament between Febru-
ary-March and became the
Street Vendors (Protection
of Livelihood and Regula-
tion of Street Vending) Act,
2014. This Act was drafted
with the legislative intent
of protecting the livelihood
rights of street vendors under
Acrticle 19 p f the Constitu-
tion, as well as regulating
street vending.

Thirdly, even prior to the
establishment of the MG-
SPHSVA\, the street vendors
‘and hawkers of Shillong and
Meghalaya had been en-
grossed in the cat and mouse
game with the District and
Municipal authorities for
so long in order to protect
their livelihoods. This has
resulted in frictions and
confrontation which were
parnful and caused losses
especially to the individuals
end also the State in terms
of licensing fees and GDP.
It is estimated that the daily
turnover in street vending
amounts to Rs 20 lakhs
a day. Similarly, after the
Street Vendors and Hawkers
had organized themselves
in 2016, they were dragged
to six years of legal battle
by the State. The State did

not show even an iota of .

concern when it comes to
the protection of livelihoods
of the weakest and the mar-
ginalized section. However,
the street vendors and their
front leaders had shown
their tenacity and consis-
tency during their protracted
battle. Thus, I appeal to one
and all to also listen to the
street vendors as they know

the law on street vending
like the back of their hands
and especially, | appeal to
all street vendors to ask their
own leaders ifthere are any
doubts and confusion and
not to believe any rumours.

Fourthly, majority of the
street vendors and hawkers
are an unlettered lot. With
due respect to the media
fraternity, one sensational
or unfounded news about
them and their profession
is enough to send them and
their children into days of
sleepless nights which can
be traumatic and may cause
psychological harm on the
entire family. Imagine there
are more than a thousand
street vendors in the State
and thus tens/hundred fami-
lies and their children are
affected mentally by sen-
sationalism and this will
further lead to other related
societal problems harmful
to society.

Fifthly, there are other
critical and vital issues con-
nected with street pending
and hawking which need
to be addressed earnestly.
These are cleanliness, con-

mgestion, pedestrian zones
and beautification etc. Now
that the Central Statute is in
place itwill certainly address
all these issues as per the
provisions in the statute and
its annexed rules. Therefore,
itis important for the State to
consult various stake holders
in drafting the rules. The
MGSPHSVA had submitted
its proposed draft rules to
at-least three Chief Secre-
taries to the Government of
Meghalaya in a row.

Immediately the State
should as per Law (i) con-
stitute the Town Vending.
Committee with 40% mem-
bership from the street ven-
dors (ii) conduct an in-setu
survey (iii) identification of
vending, no vending zones,
timing/hours of vending,
decide on holding capacity
etc (iv) begin the process
licensing and plan schemes
for streetvendors. However,
no area which is adjacent to
or located around the heri-
tage/ traditional markets will
be declared as no vending
zone and also development,
cleanliness, etc., will not be
the grounds f6ér relocation
or eviction of street vendors
and hawkers.

Sixthly, Shillong as an
urban space is collapsing
for want of robust Urban
Governance. The traditional
Dorbars have limited powers
and at present cannot func-
tion as full-fledged Urban
governments as there are no
laws to empower them to be
so. Excepting the Appoint-
ment of Chiefs and several
other Legislations on Hima
(s) no Law was passed by the
District Council fo enable
the traditional Dorbars to act
as urban governance institu-
tions. The last Municipal
elections was held in 1966
and after the end of its term
the Shillong Municipality
is being run by the Chief
Executive Officer appointed
by the Government sans
democratically elected Mu-
nicipal Council. Well, this
issue of Municipality was
in the Court of Law for the
longest period.

There are many who are
allergic to the word Munici-
pality for reasons best known
to them, but we need to find
a solution as Shillong can no
longer run without a demo-
cratically elected Urban
Council. Ifademocratically
elected Urban Council (it
can be called by any name)
is not in place the capital of.
Shillong will crumble under
its own weight. The New
Shillong Township too will
not be able to function as
planned.

Lastly, Shillong should
remain inclusive and is for
everyone - rich and poor etc.
The old Shillong has to solve
its own menace of traffic
jams to waste management
to rampant concretization
ofthe space, to lack of pub-
lic squares, public toilets,
public transport system etc.
| believe that the general
and ordinary citizens of the
city have better ideas but
there are a few individuals
who are interested only in
capturing urban spaces and
in building shopping malls
and car parks.
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FUTURE IMPERFECT

If you thought this summer's heat waves were bad, a new study
has some disturbing news about dangerous heat in the future

s global temperatures rise, people in the trop-
ics, including, places like India and Africa’s
Sahel region, will like'ly face dangerously

hot conditions almost daily by the end of the cen-

tury - even as the world reduces its greenhouse gas
emissions, a new study shoAfrs.

The mid-latitudes, including the U.S., will also
face increasing risks. There, thenumber ofvdan-
gerously hot days, marked by temperatures and
humidity high enough to cause heat exhaustion,
is projected to double by the 2050s and continue
to rise. .

In the study, Scientists looked at population
growth; economic development patterns, energy
choices and climate models to project how heat
index levels - the combination of heat and humid-
ity —will change overtime. We asked University of
Washington atmospheric scientist David Battisti, a
co-author of the study, published Aug. 25, 2022, to
explain the findings and what they mean for humans
around the world.

W hat does the new study tell us about heat
waves in the future, and importantly the impact
on people?

There are two sources of uncertainty when it
comes to future temperature. One is how much
carbon dioxide humans are going to emit —that
depends on things like population, energy choices
and how much the economy grows. The other is
how much warming those greenhouse gas emissions
will cause.

In both, scientists have a really good sense of
the likelihood of various scenarios. For this study,
we combined those estimates to get a likelihood in
the future of having dangerous and life-threatening
temperatures. v

We looked at what these “dangerously high” and
“extremely dangerous” levels on the heat index
would mean for daily life in both the tropics and
in the mid-latitudes.

“Dangerous” in this case refers to the likelihood
of heat exhaustion. Heat exhaustion won’t kill you
if.you’re able to stop and slow down - it’s char-
acterized by fatigue, nausea, a slowed'heartbeat,
possibly fainting. But you really can’t work under
these conditions.

The heat index indicates when a person is likely

Bonjour:

emomentyou enter Puducherry
itseemsto greetyou with a hearty

I bonjour, both metaphorically and
literally!

The city’s warmth, an age-old
French Connection, and laid-back vibe
are reasons enough for any weary city
dweller to fall for Pondy. Whether it is
enjoying the beaches, taking a bicycle
tour around the picturesque White Town
dotted with quirky cafes or enjoying
a delightful lunch, Pondy has a lot to
offer. ,

Once yonhit the streets of Pondich-
erry the firstthing that will strike you is
the happy coexistence of two very dis-
tinct cultural identities, Tamil and need-
less to mention French. Important city
landmarks such as the Anglo-French
Textiles, French War Memorial, and
Statue of Marquis Dupleix will pop up
from nowhere reminding us every now
and then about the rich French heritage
and legacy.

I could feel the spirit of the Indepen-
dence Day countdown as | took a stroll
across the little town. Decked in the
colours of independence, Pondicherry
seemed all set to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day on August 15. In fact, to
mark India’s 75th Independence Day,
the Pondicherry Police Department also
organized a freedom rally of cyclists
working in the police department.

India gained independence from

to reach that threshold. The National WeatherSer-
vice defines “dangerous” as a heat index of 103
F (39.4 C), and “extremely dangerous” as 125 F
(51.7 C). If aperson gets to “extremely dangerous”
temperatures, that can lead to heat stroke. At that
level, you have a few hours to get medical attention
to cool your body down, or you die."'

“Extremely dangerous” heat index conditions
are almost unheard of today. They happen in a few
locations near the Gulf of Oman, for example, for
maybe a few days in a decade.

But the odds of the number of “dangerous” days
are increasing as the planet warms. We’ll likely
have about the same weather variability as today,
but it’s, all happening on top of a higher average
temperature. So, the likelihood of extremely hot
conditions increases.

W hat does your study show for each region?

In the mid-latitudes by 2050, we’ll see the num-
ber of dangerous heat days double in the mos*t likely
future scenario - even under modest greenhouse
gas emissions that would meet the Paris climate
agreement target of keeping warming under 2 C
(3.6 F).

In the Southeastern U.S., the most likely scenario

WWBI JBB

is.that people will experience a month or two ‘of
dangerous heat days every year. The same is likely
in parts of China, where some regions have been
sweating through a summer 2022 heat wave for over
two straight months.

We found that by the end of the century, most
places, in the mid-latitudes will see a three- to ten-
fold increase in the number of dangerous days.

In the tropics, such as parts of India, the heat
index right now can exceed the dangerous level for
a few weeks a year. It’s been like that for the past
26to0 30 years. By 2050, those conditions are likely
to occur over several months each year, we found.
And by the end ofthe century, many places will see
those conditions most of the year.

W hat that- means in practice is if you’re a
rich Country Jike the U.S., most people can af-
ford or'find air conditioning. But if you’re in
the tropics, where about half the world’s popu-
lation lives and-poverty is higher, the heat is a
more serious problem for a good part of the year.
And a large percentage' of peoplethere work outside
in agriculture;

As we get toward the end of the century, we’ll
start exceeding “‘extremely dangerous” conditions
in several places, primarily in the tropics. .

Rich in history and culture, Pondicherry (now Puducherry) is not just another beach destination or
weekend getaway. A rendezvous with the French town will tell you a story of atown and its people
who not only embraced the French culture but have been nurturing and preserving its French-style
houses, and bright-colored cafes. Debayani Bose spends aweekend in the beautiful town ahead
of Independence Day and shares a glimpse of her traversing through the *Paris of the East".

Northern India could see over a month per year
in extremely, dangerous conditions. Africa’s Sahel
region, where poverty is wide-spread, could see &
few weeks of extremely dangerous conditions per
year. .

Can humans adapt to what sounds
like a dystopian future?

If you’re a rich country, you can build cooling
facilities and generate electricity to run air condi-
tioners - hopefully they»won’t be powered with fos-
sil fuels, which would further warm the planet.

If you’re a developing country,”a very large
fraction of people work outdoors in agriculture to
earn money to buy food. There, if you think, about
it, there aren’t a lot of options.

Migrant workers in the U.S. also face more dif-
ficult conditions. A farm might be able to provide
cooling facilities, but farmers’ margins are pretty
small and migrant workers are often paid.by volume,
so when they aren’t picking, they aren’t paid.

Eventually, conditions will get to the point that
more workers are overheating and dying. '

The heat will be a problem-for crops, too. We
expect most of the major grains to be less productive
in the future because of heat stress. In the mid-lati-
tudes right now, we’re close to optimal temperatures
for growing grains. But as temperatures increase,
grain yield, goes down. In the tropics, that could'
be anywhere between a 10% to 15% reduction per
degree Celsiusincreaser'That’s a pretty big hit. —

W hat can be done to avoid these risks?

Part of our work in this study was determining
the odds that the world will actually meet the Paris
agreement. We found that to be around 0.1%. Basi-
cally, it’s not going to happen.

By the end of the century, we found the most
likely scenario is that the planet will see 5.4 F (3
C) of warming globally compared to pre-industrial
times. Land warms faster than ocean, so that trans-
lates to abouta 7 F (3.9 C) increase for places where
we live, work and play - and yOu can get a sense
of the future. ot

The faster renewable energy comes online and
fossil fuel use is shut down, the better the chances
of avoiding that. (The Conversation)

heart of White Town. The quirky cafes
do not merely offer you a happy space
to relax and rejuvenate over good food,
it gives you a glimpse of the past and
lets you time travel.

As we explored the city on a bike,
we headed straight to Auroville, or the
Universal Town- Based on the con-
cept of universal peace and harmony,
Auroville is situated 15kms from the
city of Pondicherry and offers a unique
space away from the hustle and bustle
of everyday life. It also has a beautiful
beach known as the Auro beach, which
is 10 km from the Ashram.

For those looking for a stay that is
peaceful and meditative, Auroville is
the right choice. Designed by famous
architect Roger Anger, Auroville Was
started by The Mother, a spiritual guru,
and collaborator of Sri Aurobindo, an
Indian nationalist-and Indian philoso-
pher. He was the founder of Sri Aurob-
indo Ashram.

What | liked most about our short
trip was witnessing the sunrise at Rock
beach. With the waves glistening in the
golden hues of the rising sun, it was a
sightto behold. Drenched in the mellow
hues of the rising sun, with the waves
caressing the feet gently, we longed to
while away the hours at the beach, away
from the worries of the world.

After a well-spent weekend lazing
around at the beaches and gorging On
some delicious food it was time to goj

Britishrule in 1947. Soon after, itraised
the issue of the French settlements on
the continent with the Government of
France. It took several years for Pondi-
cherry to unite with independent India.
The French colony was liberated on
August 16, 1962. Thus, the union ter-
ritory celebrates Independence Day on
both August 15 and 16.

Pondicherry’s French connection
comes alive the most in the White Town,

the French quarters in Pondicherry with
the place being still home to some ofthe
French families. The White Town gets
its name due to the predominant occu-
pation by French communities before
Independence and has structures painted
in white and bright yellow.

With the passage of time, some of
the French houses have been converted
into heritage hotels, restaurants, cafes,

and art galleries. One such cafe in White
Town which is housed in an old French
colonial building is Cafe Des Arts. The
cafe exudes an old-world appeal with
its walls adorned with antique art pieces
including an old rickshaw that lends to
its charm. Me and my fellow travel part-
ner Anupam had to wait for quite some
time to get a seat at the popular cafe as
tourists queued up to savour a hearty

breakfast after a walk at the beach.
Mesmerized by the unique French
architectural design grandeur, | roamed
around quite aimlessly in the wee hours
ofSunday at the White Town awestruck
and trying hard to pronounce thenames
correctly- Suffren Street, La Bourbon-
nais Street, Goubert Avenue, Romain
Rolland Street, in my broken French.
Like the French old colonial build-

ings and structures, cafes form an
integral part of White Town and its
French culture with each one having
its own unique persona and oiiering a
wide variety of French-inspired dishes
to choose from. Touring Pondicherry
would be incomplete without trying
out the chocolate-laced head at Bread
and Chocolate or the Griiied Cottage
Cheese at the famous Hope cafe in the

home with a bagful of memories. The'
short and sweet trip to Puducherry gave

me a lot this time: some much-needed

me-time to reflect and ponder, time to

simply stand and stare, and some deli-

cious food to savour, amazing French

decor ideas that | am surely going to

replicate at home, and most importantly

another reason to look forward to this

life and my time on earth. (IBNS)
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The tide has shifted infavour of sustainable beauty

By Dr Deep Lalvani

eople have recently started
to pay more attention to the
cosmetics they choose to

use on their skin. Everyone's per-

ception of beauty is and always
will be subjective. Brands are
raising their standards in response
to the changing demands of their
customers as the cosmetics busi-
ness experiences a rise in recent
years. Choosing personal care
and wellness goods has become
a top priority for modern beauty
consumers, and this trend towards
clean beauty is evidence of this.

Consumers nowadays will
choose products that are "natu-
ral,"” "eco-friendly,” "toxin-free,"
and "clean" over those that are
packed with chemicals. The tide
has undoubtedly shifted in favour
of sustainable beauty. Nearly 50
percent of 1000 women surveyed
by the prestigious Harper's Ba-
zaar have already included clean,
ingredient-focused selections in
*their regimen, and more than 60%
would be willing to spend extra
money on them.

Every beauty enthusiast has a
legitimate desire to learn more
and broaden their knowledge.
Anything with "parabens," "sil-
ica,” "aluminium compounds,”
"phthalates,” and other infamous
substances should be avoided.
This has caused beauty businesses
to concentrate on the substances
used in their product formula-
tions and inform all customers
about the advantages they pro-
vide! Beauty companies should
be completely truthful and open
with their customers.

And with this rising demand
of ingredient-focused products in
skincare, haircare, personal care
& nutrition; the beauty industry
is ready to deliver what is be-
ing asked of them. Rather than
problem-focused products that
used to tackle beauty troubles
such as dullness, dehydration,
hyperpigmentation, frizz, acne,
fatigue (to name a few), the idea
has moved onto formulating in-
gredientrich products that will, in
essence, combat any such beauty
issues along with providing var-

ied benefits to one! Gone are the
days when a brand could claim
something and provide some-
thing else. With this transition,
and keeping ingcedients as the
core of the formulas, brands are
manufacturing high performance
essentials that give the maximum
results. Clean beauty, in its wake,
has also brought attention to ’siis-

‘Star-Gazing’

tainability', 'greener' and 'safe for
planet' options.

Given the advantages and re-
sults of this transition from picks
that focus on problems to formu-
lae that focus on ingredients,, it's
reasonable to assume that this
move is here to stay! Conscious
consumers have the abilify to
change the beauty business and

receive what they are due! To re-
main genuine to their customers
and satisfy their demands, brands
may engage in "greenwashing,"
which needs to be checked. Be-
cause of this, customers may
unintentionally contribute to the
environment’s continued harm.
Ingredient-focused products
are taking tfver from problem-

based ones by treating beauty is-
sues while being environmentally
sustainable, clean, and mindful.
At Sublime Life, we take pride
in the fact that we have intro-
duced more than 150 eco-friendly
beauty businesses who share our
values for pure, environmentally
conscious, toxin-free beauty, and
who are as open and truthful

about their ingredients, their ori-
gin, and environmental impact as
we are. We all work together on
the platform to give our custom-
ers the greatest, most, effective
items possible. Nothing about
it is compromised, not even the
information or the ingredients
we use. (The author is founder,
Sublime Life)

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Moon trine Rahu on your solar return chart and will give favorable results. Youwill get
success in exams/interviews. You will get new Job/business offers too. You willbemore
principledand broadminded. You willwoik with lotof dedication. Youwilinheritancestral
property matters. Financially youwillbe in avery strong and powerfulsituation. Therewill
besituation ofimportantwork relatedto employment Youwillbe successfulin establishing
yourbusiness. Youwill develop interestin meditation and prayers. Youwillinclude good
‘habits and goodthings in yourdaily routine. There will be an agreementaboutsomething
in thefamily. Youwit bebusyin Insurance, banking, investmentand other such financial
activity. Auspicious functionswill keep takingplace. Those whoaresingle will plantoget
manied.
Aries: (March21 - April 20)
You will not deviate from your objective. And will take life as a
challenge. You will be burdened with responsibiitie&n yourjobAvork
butwill notfeeltired. Yourtasks will getcompleted within specific ime
frame. Youwill alsofocus on your internal strength andneed notlook
outside for support. You will have gains in business. Your financial
condition isgoingto be good. Youwill workhard and eamwell. Youwil
give madmumtime to yourfamily. It will benefityocfa lot and you wil
comedosetoyournearanddearones. Youcanalsoenterinto new love
ties leading* marmiage. You will spend money on luxuries, vehicle,
jewellary and house. Thesethingswill attractyou. Routineworkwillgo
on smoothly. You willwin people's hearts too.
Taurus:(Apri21-May21)

Itis a very special weekforyou. Ycfiiwill do something newand will be

undernotension. Youwillbe easilyable tocompleteyourworitwith the

assistance of youtcolleagues. YouwiHalso have financial gains. You

( will also have interest towards spiritualism and will perform noble

cfeeds. You will have many wealth giving and auspicious days. Your
prestigewillalsoincrease. Youwil have newjob/businessoffers. Your
communication skills are going to be second to none. Those who are
unmarried will getgood marriage proposals. You will also like to go to
apeaceful placeamidstnatureto seek somesolace. Youwill be artistic
andimaginative. Youwillalso betraditional andfulfill yourdesires and
wH also enhance your knowledge.
Gemini: (May22-June21)

Timewill be satisfactory. Yourfinancial condition is going to be strong

andstable. You will make progress in yourjob/business. You will also

implementnew ideas andwil take decisionswith acool mind. Youwill
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* » also win praise of your colleagues. You will fry to.balance your
\' | U professional andtiomestic life. Nowis the ime to pay attention to your
m ||K family needs too. You will be busy with family work. You will also

introduce new schemesin business and getopportunities to increase
yourprofits, you willalso getan economicadvantage. Itis appropriate
by looking atyourworkfirstyou need to planand then implement. You
will make all efforts in eamest to increase your income too. Your
romantic life is goingto bewonderful. Yourrelationswith partnerwill get
betterand better. Youwill havethe powerto understand people better.
Cancer: (June22 - July 22)
Some positive incidents will occurwhich will give solace to your mind.
You will have gains from all directions. You will pay attention to work
plans and achieve success atWork. You wiHalso complete yourwork
as a mission. You will be veiy responsible and Wl discharge your
duties properly. Therewillbewonderful bonding between brothersand
sisters. Thetime is good. Yourmale will supportyou. Youwill become
the favorite of your family. You will get “ood opportunities in job/-
business. Itisalsotimeto make profits. Youwillbe busyin romanceand
love affairs. Thosewhoare single willget suitable marriage proposals.
Overallyou willbe wel and enjoy peaceful ime. You will have mental
peace. Youwill alsoundertake someshorttripsforrelaxation. And could

advice.
Leo: (July23-August23)
Therewillbe noobstacles inyourprogress. Yourrelatives willhelpyou
inyourhourofneed. Youwilfind close supportcoming from family too.
_Youwill be eager to finish your work. You will also plan to go on a
(T businesstourabroad.Yourfamilymembefswillpraiseyoutotheskies.
And your luck will be with you. The time-is advantageous. All the
situations will be in your control. Old bitterness will get finished. You
wiHalso have new hope in life. You will keep racing ahead in your
businesstwork. Women will be able to establish a balance between
woik and recreation. Health will excellent. You will be full of seff
confidence. Youwilmeetyourdearones. This is the righttime to bring
future plans intotake place.
Virgo: (August24- September22)
Ypuwillpayattentiontoyourhouse, property, family andyourpartner-
ships. Youwill have monetary gains. Amajor expansion in business is
roundthecomer. Youwill also geta goodjoboffer. Youwillbe mentally
agile andfit. There will be a slight inclination towards spirituality. You
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willhave some new interests and enjoy yourself. Yourpersonal life will
* gethetterbecause oflove and romance. You will make plansto buya
newvehicle'. The smallworries regarding homewill dispel. You should
curtailyour expenses. Everything that shinesis notgold is the saying
thatshould be keptin mindwhile buying things. Spend onlyasmuchas
you havein yourpocket. Afterlotofstruggles and effortsyou will finally
succeed in getting a loan.
Libra: (September23ilibra23) *
Studentswilldowellin exams/interview and will be willing to leam new
techniques. You will have good time amijistyour ctose ones. You will
come in contactwith top officials. You will also buy something newfor.
the house. Youwill be quite spiritual and ethical during this phase. The
reputation, prestige and glory willtakean upward plunge. Youwillnot
compromise with your ideals and principles come what may. You will
recoveryourtohgduemoney heldbyaparty. Yourenemieswontbe able
toscratchyou, nomatterhowhardtheytrytodamageyourinterest. Your
creativetalentwill be recognized byall. Bevigilantabouttheevilmoves
of your enemies, rivals and adversaries. You will travel a lot. You wil

A

Scorpio: (October24 sNovember22)
Your loveaffairwill getbetter. You will have awonderful ime with your
mmate. You will also like the company of your own people. You will be
happy. You will getlotofjob and business offers. Itis upto youto make

a tk therightchoice. TherewillbeanincreaseinyourincomeYoumayalso
havetomaketheroundsothospitalinordertoseesomeone.Gradually
thewotkMhatweres&1ledwilgainmomentumongea[gain.Youmight

9*1 take out time for entertainment and creative(things. Honesty, good

. character and loyalty will reflect in your work. You will meet some
importantperson andwill begreatly influenced by him. Youwillalsoget
moneyfromsuchasourcethatyouwouldnothaveimagined.Takecare

. ofyourhealth.
Sagittarius:(November23+0ecember23)
Yourtime will be spentin social activities. All your plans will move in
the direction offructification. Your life will be once again back ontrack."
Delayedand pendingworks will gatherspeed. Therewillbeanincrease
in yourprestige. The atmosphere athomewill be peaceful. The unem-
ployed will have ample opportunities to getjob. Romancewith partner
will deepea You wil be full of energy and enthusiasm. Income will be
good. Inmoneyrelated matters youwill move forward with intelligence
andclevemess. Youwill make plansforthe future. Therewill be praise
for you from all quarters. This will be the time to travel. Do not trust
anyone in business. Keep a distance from strangers. Your health will
improve,
Capricom: (December22-January20)
If you have political approach, then important leaders will come in
contactwith you andyour respectwillincrease, aswel as getfinancial
benefits. You will feel relaxed. You will do all yourwork smoothly. At
thistime.youwillnotdo anything special, butexperience mental peace.
You will forget all the problems and get involved in the work. You wil
rememberyourlovedonesindifficuttimesandmissthemtoo.Y oumay
Ty gettrappedinanyiitigation.YoumllgetknowledgeJoleamsomething
new. You will be careful about money matters. You will take time for
family, food andentertainment. Youcan take an interestin spiritualism,
You will be a position to compromise with the circumstances. You can
feelrefreshedyourself.
Aquarius: (January21- February 18)
You will eam lotof money. Newjob offerwill come all of asudden. Itis
goingto a week full of entertainmentand prosperity Inthe family. Your
progress too will be in the right direction. You will be successful in
acquiring the desired gains on accountof your valour and dedication.
Yourdays will pass well. Your enthusiasm will also increase. You will
experience pleasure and joy in your romantic ties. Your partner wil
prove to be the mostspecial person inyourlife. Youwill alsotake care
of your health. Some immediate medical attention may be required.
Money will flow like water. Youwill purchase some luxurious items for
your house hold needs. Do not trust strangers in financial dealings.
_ Otherwise, you will be taken for a ride.
Pisces: (February 19-March 20)
Itisime to enjoyand have lots offun with yourloved ones. Youwill be
busyatweddings and parties. your incomewillincrease. Ajob-change
looks a possibility. You will also plan to take up your ambitious project
and will receive the loan easily from banks. You will work overtime to
realizeyourdreams. There will be an improvementinyour attitude and
you will be much loved. But some persons will be jealous of your
success. You will also save yourselffrom a big problem. You will also
shareamazing bondingwith yourmate. Lovebirdswill haveawonderful
time. Youwill also getawonderful newsfrom somewhere. Youwill plan
to go on a picnic with family. And will have mental

IR L

oad trips are a relieving getaway from the
daily structured routines, we often find our-
selves engulfed in, an escape to find new

trip

them for garnishing or have them as they are!
When mixed, a combination of dry fruits: such
as almonds, cashew nuts, dried dates, dried figs,

paths in our lives as we slowly cruise dowgyflatuts, pistachios, etc., become an Indian snack

highway and let the heart wander to find its peace
and happiness.

Road trips are happy and can get happier and*
more enjoyable when we keep our energy levels
high and in their healthiest lane. -

We all get those drive munchies, the urge to
munch on something as our happy bodies drop
their energies, craving for the bite of a delicious
snack and getting our energies cruising again. It
is important to note that eating junk or processed
food should be strictly avoided as it can make you
sick during your journey.

Rohit Mohan Pugalia, Co-Founder of The Rooted
Co shares’a list of seven
healthy .and energy-filled
snacks you’d be fighting
for right after the fight
to shotgun the passenger
seat.

MUESLI BARS: Snacks

made of muesli get your

healthy gears up and give

you enfergy for all your

fun rides. A Muesli bar

is quick to make and de-

licious to taste. Early
morning trip and fancy

a healthy snack? Then

Muesli with fibre-rich
nutrition will warm your

heart with happiness and

prepare you for the fun trip ahead; just a little prep
and you have the bars ready to go.

PEANUT BUTTER GRANOLA: Filled with fibre--
rich rolled oats, protein-packed peanut butter,
crunchy roasted peanuts & black raisins, peanut
butter granola is rich in essential minerals. It adds
a dazzle of deliciousness and health to one's heart.
Granola is a must-have snack for a road trip you
wish to enjoy.to the fullest. A healthy tummy makes
a happy heart, and a happy heart knows how to
enjoy life's journey through all the trips it makes.

PROTEIN BARS: Our next healthy snack oh the
list are protein bars rich in fibres and protein from
nuts, oats, multi-grains, and dry fruits. Protein
bars are energy bars that provide an instant energy
boost during the tiring leg of road trips. Just grab
your favourite protein bar recipe and start making
a protein bar of your choice.

MIXED DRY FRUIT: Add a little masala, use

that everyone has always loved to munch on during
trips of all kinds. With different flavours hitting
the taste buds, this snack gets better every timet
you eat it Dry fruits are packed with rich fibres®
protein’, and vitamins. They help lift your immunity
and maintain a healthy heart.

GRANOLA COOKIES: Cookies for those who

love texture, crackles, and a taste that lifts your

hiood, a layer of texture on the outside covers the

wholesome health benefits of granola baked on the

inside, these cookies made out of healthy granola

will keep you energised and the drift the junk crav-
ings away.

HUMMUS AND CAR-
ROT are excellent pro-
tein-packed, fibre-rich and
nutritional value snacks
that will help keep your
belly full and happy. One
of the reasons to suggest
this as a road trip snack is
that you often want to eat
something simply because,
you're bored on the road.
In addition, hummus is
full of B vitamins which
may increase energy and
reduce fatigue as your body
is already running on low
energy since all you've
been doing is sitting in the same spot for hours.
And carrots are the perfect dipping stick that will
keep you busy without making a mess; your, body
will love this hummus-carrot combo.

LOTUS SEEDS, popularly called Makhana, can
be an, ideal option for road trips. These fluffy and
delectable small bits are gluten-free; the best part
is that they're super tasty. You can easily pack
roasted and spiced makhanas for your road trip.
Lotus seeds are a highly nutritious snack packed
with essential components, including proteins, fi-
bres, vitamins, minerals and antioxidants. Makhana
is an ideal addition to the diet to boost mental and
physical wellness.

A road trip doesn't end anywhere; it stays with
you as a memory of joy and happiness. Filled with'
fun, laughter, adventure, stories, and, to top it all
off, are healthy snacks filled with love to share and
cherish forever. No one said it, but healthy snacks
make a happy road trip happier. (IANSlife)
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Ambitious Azad

THE resignation of Ghulam Nabi Azad from
the Congress party hardly surprised anyone. It
was in the coming and his hobnobbing with the
BJP was in the realm of suspicion. When most
people look at Congress as a sinking ship, the
tendency is naturally to run out of it or to hang
on to afig leafof respectability by blaming the
Congress leadership. Survival is first priority
for all politicians. Yet, the lack of grace with
which Azad did the exit was rather shameful for
apolitician ofsuch along standing as a Congress
leader and parliamentarian -- for which too, he
has now demonstrated a lack of gratitude. This
is another proof that most politicians of today
lack both character and dignity.

The way Azad chose to bad-mouth and rub-
bish Rahul Gandhi should surprise one and all.
All the accusations he made againstthe scion of
the Nehru family - that ironically labels itself
as Gandhiswere old wine.: Azad was in the
forefront to sing paeans of the family and the
party they have been leading for almost the en-
tire history of India’s Independence. Yet, he was
badly inneed ofexcuses for his exit and Rahul
Gandhi came as the scapegoat. It is well-known
that after the G23 offensive, Azad missed the bus
for another Rajya Sabha innings. Also, chances
for the Congress were dim both in Jammu and
Kashmir and at national level. Ambitious Azad,

aged 73, aims at forming his own party. His,

strategy is also to eventually ally with the BJP
and become the ChiefMinister. The plot is get-

ting thicker and thicker.

In the final analysis, the fact is also that
Jammu and Kashmir set for assembly polls by
year-end must have a new leader to take it for-
ward; and that leader must be a Muslim. This is

timfe'to end the stranglehold ofthe, Abdullahs, a,

family that ruled the province for three genera-
tions and obviously made a mess of it; so did
another dynast Mehbooba Mulfti, who failed to
check militancy and continued violence during
her tenure. It was during her tenure as Chief
Minister that the stone-pelting, saga against
security forces started and truned into an obses-
sion. Azad on the contrary is a nationalist by all
counts and it’s time perhaps to give him a chance
to maintain the present peace in Kashmir and to
further promote it. A new leader for the region
must meet the aspirations of the locals through
fast-paced industrialization and promotion
of tourism. Azad has the conditioning as also
stature and he might enjoy the goodwill of the
people in sufficient measure there.

Letters to the Editor

MeECL: A
plethora of

sordid affairs

Editor,

It is no surprise for every
one of us out there that the
MeECL is a Corporation
that has been clouded by
anomalies and irregulari-
ties of various kinds right
from payment of outstand-
ing dues, and Smart Meters,
to the erratic power supply
and power shortages. The
list goes on and on. Recently,
I came across a report in a
section of the media under
the Caption “Power Com-
panies asked to slash power
sale to Meghalaya” (Aug 7,
2022). The Power System
Operation Corporation Ltd
(POSOCO) had directed
NEEPCO, NTPC, NHPC,
and ONGC to reduce elec-
tricity sales to Meghalaya
by 25 percent of the con-
tract quantum from August
7. Now, it would seem that
the effect of this directive
by POSOCO, given the fact
that MePGCL is having only
hydel power generation cou-
pled with the fact that this
step was being taken during
the monsoon season would
result in a sizeable decrease
in the power generation (due
to unavailability oftransmis-
sion facilities provided by
POSOCO for banking of
Power). This is evident from
the fact that during that time

the generation of MePGCL
was reduced to an average of
3.5 mu per day, whereas the
average generation is about
5.3 muduringthis time ofthe
year. Ifwe go by calculations
inmonetarytains, thismeans
that MeECL lost almost 1.8
mu daily at the rate of Rs 4
perunitwhichwould come to
atotal ofRs 72 lakhs per day.
Sadly, this scenario ofpower
generation continued for 5
days which would bring the
total loss incurred by MeECL
(already struggling with its
finances) to a whopping Rs.
3.60 Crores.

As a citizen | cannot help
but poke my nose into such
affairs because power (elec-
tricity) is dear to the com-
mon man. However, this
makes me wonder (although
without much hope) firstly,
whether anyone in the Power
Department has taken any
steps so that such instances
can be avoided in the. future.
Secondly, have they fixed
responsibility for this fiasco
and taken appropriate action
against the persons respon-
sible inthe MeECL? Surpris-
ingly to my knowledge and
from what | can gather, it is
also alleged that MePGCL
under the present Director
(Generation) is in utter sham-
bles. And I don’t even have to
go into the rampant nepotism
going on. Everybody knows
that most of the work under
MePGCL is unfortunately
allotted to his close relatives.

Bilkis
our

The Supreme Court has
issued a notice on a petition
challenging the recent deci-
sion of the Gujarat govern-
mentto remit the sentences of
11 rape and murder convicts.
It has thrown into sharp re-
lief certain important legal
questions. What does life
imprisonment mean? Is the
power to remit sentences
unfettered? Was the law fol-
lowed in Bilkis Bano’s case
by the remission board? Fi-
nally, how aboutthe different
standards followed by dif-
ferent state governments in
the application of remission
policies?

Meaning of life imprison-
ment: The question of what
life imprisonment means
was answered by the Su-
preme Court in Union of
India vs. Sriharan (2016)
7 SCC 1. The court simply
held that the punishment of
life imprisonment means
imprisonment for the rest of
the convict’s life. The court
.relied on two previous Con-
stitution Bench judgments,
Re: Gopal Vinayak Godse
and Maru Ram, in which it
had emphatically held that
life imprisonment is nothing
less than life imprisonment
and such a sentence lasts till
the lastbreath. The correct le-
gal position, therefore, is that
life imprisonment means the
entirety of life unless the ap-
propriate government grants
remission to the convict.

Remission under the
Criminal Procedure Code:
However, this grant ofremis-
sion is not unfettered. The
convict may request remis-
sion from the President or the
governor under Articles 72
and 161 of the Constitution.
This remission may also be
granted under sections-432
of the Criminal Procedure
Code. Under this framework,
the appropriate government
can commute, remit, or sus-
pend sentences ofa convicted
person. .

Bilkis Bano’s case: Even
before delving into the many

To addto this, the work ofthe
Riangdo Hydel Project given
to his relative has not started,
despite the work order being
allotted a few years back. It
is alleged that even now, he
is busy trying to allot some
more work orders to his rela-
tives only. If this is the case,
then what happens to our
youth who are in dire need
of employment, "but their
opportunities arelbeing cut
offonly because'ofnepotism
that isalive and kicking in the
MeECL? This is uncalled for
and unfair to them - one of
the many reasons why our
youth are losing trust.

How can we forget that
the maintenance of Power
Houses is also of very poor
quality as is evident from
the frequent breakdowns that
take place. The inquiry report
by Mr Macoim David Roy,
Retired Executive Director,
NEEPCO is gathering dust
as no one has taken notice of
the relevant and good recom-
mendations (for obvious rea-
sons). | think MeECL should
start identifying its liabilities
and weaknesses whenever
and wherever they are de-
tected, whether m its human
resources, infrastructure, or
administration and deal with
them comprehensively and
firmly.

I have also come across
many employees ofthe MeE-
CL stating that the condi-
tions of housekeeping and
upkeep of Power stations are

and the fault In

By Manish Tewari

legal infirmities apparent in
the remissions granted in the
Bilkis Bano case there is an
important question that must
be asked, is it morally ap-
propriate to remit a rape sen-
tence? Rape and murder are
heinous crimes; this brooks
no disagreement. There has
been an understanding in
our society, particularly after
the Nirbhaya case, that rape
must be dealt with by a strong
hand. Even the Centre’s re-
cent remission policy for
release of prisoners on Inde-

pendence Day excluded rape
convicts from its purview.

¢ Why the remission inBil-
kis Band is incorrect: From a
purely legal standpoint, the
remissions stand on tenuous
ground. First, there is the is-
sue of consultation with the
Central government before
granting remission as the in-
vestigationwas carried out by
the CBI. Itis unclear whether
the state government carried
out this consultation. If not,
then the remission suffers
from an apparent illegality
as it runs counter,to Section
435 of the CrPC. This con-
sultation is important because
cases investigated by the CBI
cannotbe leftto the fancies of
the Jail Advisoiy Committees
on remission.

Second, did the apex court
correctly interpret the law
when it decided to give the
power to consider the re-
.mission in this particular
case back to the Gujarat
government? On this issue,
Section 432(7) (b) could not
be clearer. It explicitly states
that the appropriate govern-
ment is the state where the
offender is sentenced or the
sentencing order is passed.
The offenders in this case
were sentenced in Maha-
rashtra and the Maharash-
tra government ought to be
the appropriate government.
The Supreme Court, with
great respect, seems to have

extremely poor and unsatis-
factory. This fact is verified
by the frequent failure of
generating machiries. As of
now also, one of the units in
the Myntdu Leshka Hyde!
Project is out of order. And
I am sure we all remember
what happened when the load
shedding was imposed by
MeECL during the month of
June 2022 due to the failure
of the Power Generating
Machines of Umtru and other
Power Houses. Because of
this rampant and obvious

mismanagement; the Presi-.

dent of the Association of
Power Engineers, despite
being part of the system,
has interestingly demanded
a probe into the generation
shortfall. This obviously
points to the fact, that this is
a very serious matter and at
a critical stage. | just hope
that the people in power (pun
intended) read this and take
appropriate actign.
Yours etc.,
Khraw Sutnga
Shillong - 1

Rejoinder to
NEHU affairs

Editor,

Apropos the letter to the
editor, " NEHU Affairs" by
Mr. SB Prasad (ST Aug 26,
2022) the writer seems to
have a personal vendetta and
egrudge against the hapless
and meek casual workers

reinterpreted the language
of the statute and perhaps
maybe even the intent of tfie
legislature when it held that
the appropriate government
would be the state where the
crime was committed.

It holds to reason that if a
trial istransferred from State
A to State B because there
were apprehensions of bias
in State A, should this logic
not extend to the grant of
remission as well? Would it
be appropriate ifthe govern-
ment accused of bias during

the trial were giventhe power
of remission post trial?
Third, Section 432 re-
quires that the opinion of
the judge who convicted
the accused be taken into
consideration before grant-
ing remission. Indeed, the
Supreme Court has held
that the government's deci-
sion on remission should be
guided by the opinion ofthe
presiding officer. There is
nothing on record to suggest
the advisory board in Gujarat
did thisv The CBljudge who
convicted tfee-accused hdb-
come out and criticised the
mgrant of remission.
Acrbitrariness in the appli-
cation ofremission: Thejudi-
cial system'today is confront-
ed with a spectre where some
prisoners are languishing in
jail interminably and yet oth-
e/s — who raped women and
murdered children— are out.
A case in point is of certain
Sikh prisoners who continue
to be injail for more than 25
years. This despite consistent
demands to release them
on compassionate grounds.
A country governed by the
rule of law must — at a
minimum — have some
semblance of uniformity in
its application of the law.
The disparate ways in which
remission policies are applied
in different states is arbitrary
and contrary to Article 14 of

who work day and night to
make their ends meet. The
characterization of their de-
mands to be "unrealistic” and
charging them with altering
their demands time and again
to negating their daily chores
by false accusing them of
dereliction of duty in spite
of the constitutional right to
protest, only exemplifies the
situation in which NEHU
finds itselftoday. The incum-
bent Vice-Chancellor being
a tenure old is surrounded
by politicians and disruptive
forces who have tarnished the
image ofthe University since
time immemorial by shifting
camps from one regime to
another. It comes as an utter
shock as the main culprits of
instigating strikes, locking
Vice-Chancellor offices and
even going to the extent of
missing their daily lectures to
insinuate hatred, have come
publicly to denounce a group
who have been fighting for
their rights.

The flawed approaches of
the negotiating committee
headed by the same person
concerned was rightly put
forth by the ANEHUWU.
Is the writer doing a favour
when he mentions that the
Government is paying them
even on leaves? What if the
same question was asked to
him, if he missed his classes
to engage with agitation,
would he forego his salary for
tiie day? A little research will
reveal that the person con-

the Constitution. Remission
policies should not be left to
the vagaries of Jail Advisory
Committees on remission.
Dissents in death penalty
cases: There is another re-
lated but important issue that
needs to be considered — dis-
sents in death penalty cases.
Should a person be put to
death ifthe very people decid-
ing on the question disagree
fundamentally? The death
penalty is the epitome of the
istate’s coercive power and it
happens to be irreversible.
Should the order decreeing
the use of this power not be
unanimous? What ifthe other;

equally competent judge,
turns out to be correct? In-
deed, in his dissent in Glossip
v. Gross, Justice Breyer ofthe
United States Supreme Court
noted that those sentenced
to death are 130 times more
likely to be exonerated than
those convicted ofnon-capital
offences.

Ip Bachan Singh's case, the
Supreme Court emphasised
the need for scrupulous care
in deciding death penalty
cases. This argument could
very well'extend to imply that
death penalty can be imposed
only whenthere is not a shred
of doubt regarding the quan-
tum of-sentence imposed.
This issue came out starkly
in Devinder Pal Singh Bhul-
lar's case in which the senior
mostjudge in the .three-judge
bench, Justice M B. Shah, had
found Bhullar innocent and
acquitted of any guilt.

At'the-cutting edge level,
it is apparent that our crimi-
nal justice system seems to
be shot through with wide
discretion that is bound to
lead to situations where some
are let out ofjail while others
continue to serve without
any possibility of parole or
remission.

(The writer is former
Union Minister for Infor-
mation & Broadcasting and
currently MP, Lok Sabha
and apractising lawyer)

D

cerned is on the verge of re-
tirement and ready to pack off
with his remuneration whiie
we the permanent dwellers
in this state suffer. Hence,
there's ahidden agenda inthis
letter against the workers who
earn less than what the same
person earns in a few hours
of office.

Universities are meant to
be cradles of academic thrust
and innovation, while NEHU
seems to prop up new activ-
ists and dramatists time and
again. Ego and bossism seem
to have crept into a varsity
where the old adage of "Few
fish, spoil'the entire pond"
comes to the fore. Arid, with
all of this, sadly the reputa-
tion of the University and
the Vjice-Chaneellor goes for
a toss while the main players
remain latent with their anar-
chistic activities.

I hereby humbly request
the Vice-Chancellor to ap-
point a Chairperson in the fu-
ture who is deeply rooted and
in tune with the demands and
grievances of the workforce
rather than persons with no
idea nor whiff of running a
negotiation committee.

Yours etc,,

Gareth Tariang
ex-student of NEHU,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times'

Continuing outbursts of class
anger point to a changing India

Two recent incidents
INn Noida indicate a

By Harihar Swarup

In 2008, an Indian author
(proper'Indian, not just Indi-
an-origin) won the Booker
prize. Usually, this presti-
gious international literary
award comes with an exag-
gerated sense of adulation.
Not so, for Arvind Adiga’s
The White Tiger. In reviews,
essays and the quite supercil-
ious conversations at parties
ofEnglish speaking India, the
story aboifta driver who kills,
cheats and steals his way to a
better life was subtly deni-
grated. Its artificiality, its lack
of literary merit and even
the act of trying to write in
English, in the first person, of
invisible “servants” who Sub-
sidize our comforts—there
were a plethora ofreasons to
hate the book, in accents that

pronounce consonants with '

the lightest of emphasis.
But at least one of the
reasons that so many “people
like us” found the White
Tiger uncomfortable was

His actions, too, were caught
on video.

. What is apparent in both
cases is the use of humani-
tarianism'as a tool against
people considered “lesser”
and its seeming acceptabil-
ity. Through threats and
abuse both Tyagi and Roy
are seen shouting at their
victims—in words that are
too offensive to print—are
of the same order as heard
across casteist and misogy-
nistic conversations all Over
north India.

What these incidents
highlight, once again, is that
feudal sense of entitlement
continues to be the defin-
ing characteristic of Indian
society. The resident of a

.certain housing society who

is used to foreign holidays
polices the boundaries of
her privileges with as much
force as the villainous Brah-
min in Satyajit Ray’s Sagati.
The qualitative difference

On August 21, the Noidapolice arrested
Bhavya Royfor mishehaving with a security
guard at the gate ofthe luxury condominium
where she resides. In a video ofthe incident,
she can be seen threatening him and some
other guards with violence, shoving them,
saying she will castrate them and using slurs
against the peoplefrom aparticular state. Her
sleeves are rolled up in a demeanour ihatf
dangerously aggressive.

this: Despite the veneer of
modernity, sophistication and

the liberal conceit of “global

citiz*®fcif~ Jwiiga’s book

held up a mirror to the truth

we dare not truly acknowl-i
edge. We are, so many of us,

exploiters.

Sometimes” though, a vi-
ral video is worth more than
a Booker.

On August 21, the Noida
police arrested Bhayya Roy
for misbehaving with a se-
curity guard at the gate ofthe
luxury condominium where
she resides. In &video of
the incident, she call be seen
threatening him and some
other guards with violence,
shoving them, saying she
will castrate them and using
slurs against the people from
a particular state. Her sleeves

between the casual sense
of superiority of the past
and now, of urban India and,
¥ejvilized Bharat” thoughts
an enhanced fear.

This is the same fejir
that Adiga’s novel dives
into: One day, the underpaid
maid, security guard, nanny
or cook who is treated with
disrespect will get fed up
with the people and system
that exploits them and they
will claim their due. This
fear surrounds us, even if
it is not often articulated. It
is because of this fear that
condominiums and bunga-
lows need round-the-clotk
security, high walls and
concertina wire. Because
those living'there know
the country has changed
and the ,under- privileged,

What these incidents highlight, once again, is
thatfeudal sense ofentitlement continues to be

toforeign holidays polices the boundaries of
lief privileges with as muchforce as the
villainous Brahmin in Satyajit Ray’ SagatL. The

ofsuperiority ofthe past and now, ofurban
India and “civilized Bharat'‘though, is an
enhancedfear.

are rolled up in a demeanour
that's dangerously aggres-
sive. Behind this confidence
is a simple truth, which Ms.
Roy—Ilike many others—
knows instinctively, even if
she cannot justify it intel-
lectually: The system and
society provide an impunity
that allows the sort of unfor-
givable behaviour that would
never be deployed against
people who are considered
equals.

On the same day Roy’s
video went viral, traffic in
large parts ofNoida came to a
standstill. About 4,000 police
personnel were reportedly
deployed in the area because
thousands of people from
the Tyagi community— with
support from the RSS backed
Bharatiya Kisan Union—nheld
a Mahapanchayat in support
of Shrikant Tyagi. Tyagi was
arrested earlier this month for
misbehaving with a woman
in his Noida condominium.

working class are angry.

The security guard can
hope to become a supervi-
sor, and his daughter can
be an academic. With urban
life increasingly becoming,
the norm and aspiration be-
coming wide spread, there
is less deference from.the
working class. It is increas-
ingly only through force
and abuse that a work-
ing person can be.shown
“aukaad”. Political power
and bullying (as in Tyagi’s
case whose community
is an important vote bank
for the BJP in U.P.) and
exhortation to a “harmoni-
ous” vama society from the
powers that be may make it
seem like the clock is turning
back. The'videos of abuse
and exploitation can make
one feel despondent about
the regressive tendencies in
Indian society. But thatisn’t
the whole, or eventhe larger,
story. (IPA Service)
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SC to the rescue of citizens

THE demolition of the 100 meters tall Super-
tech twin towers in Noida on Sunday August 28
is the victory of justice over violation of laws
and corruption. The costof demolition was
approximately Rs 20 crore, which was paid by
the builders, Supertech. The CMD, Supertech
claimed that the Noida authority had approved
the building planswhich included the 100 meter
tall twin towers on 48,263 sq metres iand, which
was a part of Plot No 4 in Sector 93A and that
the plans met with the Building Bye Laws of
the then UP Government. Problems started after
Supertech changed the building plans in March
2012 and built acomplex of 15 buildings, with
each building having 11 stories instead of nine.
The changed plan also included the two towers
that would rise to 40 floors above the ground.
This was the reason for the legal battle between
Supertech and the residents who had earlier been
promised a green area where the tower stood.

Residents of Emerald Court demanded that
the twin towers be demolished claiming that it
was constructed illegally and asked the Noida
Authority to cancel the approvals granted for the
construction ofthese towers. The residents then
appealed to the Allahabad High Court, which
agreed to the demands of the Emerald Court's
residents. In 2014 the High Court ordered the
demolition of the twin towers. However, the
developer appealed against the verdict and the
matter reached the Supreme Courtof India. The
apex court stood with the citizens stating that
the Supertech developer’s construction violated
the minimum distance requirement and the
buildings were built illegally without taking the
consent o fthe individual flat owners as required
under Uttar Pradesh Apartment Act.

Further the Supreme Court ordered the de-
molition of the.twin towers in August last year
but the developersbought extension. Hence the
demolition happened only this year. The apex
court said the buildings will be demolished by
the company at its own expense under the guid-
ance of the Noida Authority. The judiciary is
the last resort for aggrieved citizens since the
executive is ificreasingly seen to abdicate its
duties towards the governed and to also violate
its own laws and yielding to corruption. In
such-dire situations citizens are.compelled to
knock on the doors of the court. Citizens here
in Meghalaya too look up to the Meghalaya
High Court to cleanse up the putrid system that
has taken roots in the State and in no less than
a Department meant to uphold the rule of law.
There is a growing dystopia among citizens
that government can do nothing right because it
benefits more from doing what’s wrong.

1 Letters to the Editor

Settle Harijans
in more
spacious area

Editor,

even imagine now.
Moreover, Mawbah hous-
es the onLy TB Hospital in
the state, which, in fact,
needs a serene and healthy
environment for lung heal-
ingrMost oftheTB patients

How can anyone eat food w from across,the state de-

on a full stomach. If we
overstuff ourselves we will
have indigestion and vomit-
ing. Notjust that, it will take
away our peace ofmind too.
Similar will be the case if
we try to force the swarm of
aggrieved residents of the
Harijan colony into Maw-
bah. The locality is already
very densely populated with
no health care facilities to
talk of and a poor sanitation
system. Hence crowding the
same “cramped” area and
its vicinity will have serious
repercussions.

Residents are already
very anxious because the
area already lacks the basic
amenities and conveniences
and just does not have the
space to accommodate more
residents. One is actually
hoping that the government
explores ways and means
to “decongest” this over-
crowded village.

With roads remaining
static and with no scope of
widening them and with the
same sub-standard drain-
age and sanitation and the
same crowded market, it is
complete short-sightedness
to think of adding more
people to the localities. This
will only add to miseries of
the existing and new settlers
leading to rise of multiple
ffroblems which we cannot

pend on this Hospital. The
crowding in the locality

is fraught with unpleasant.

circumstances. We need to
be practical, not impulsive.
A resident of the adjoining
locality, who is a medical
doctor by profession, rues
that the government has
already embarrassed itself
by selecting this area with
a TB Hospital to set up
the electric crematorium,
which he believes goes
against the guidelines of
medical science. Air in
the atmosphere around
the crematorium areas
up to 200 meters or more
is considerably toxic and
laden with various germs and
bacteria. No safte citizen will
disagree with this.

Thus, we should take
a decision that should not
exacerbate the health haz-
ards or allow the flaring up
of social tensions A better
roadmap must be drawn
up for a proper settlement
for the residents of Harijan
Colony keeping in mind
the mutual amity and co-
existence among the com-
munities. Identifying the
ideal place with appropriate
infrastructure is a must. The
administration should make
sure that the arrangement

Shillong Traffic

The agony of the com-
mon citizen of Shillong as
far as his day to day expe-
rience with the prevailing
traffic conditions in the city,
are increasing day by day.
Correspondingly any hope
or prospect of these pains
lessening inthe days to come
grow dimmer and dimmer.
There are those usual social
pessimists who foresee the
day when movement of any
sort, within Shillong City,
whether you have ared light
or not; whether you are an
uncouth government official
who simply bullies' his way
through traffic or not; in
political power or outside
political power ; with the
assistance of a police rifle
or without; these prophets of
doom foresee a day when all
traffic will come to a stand-
still. And to truth be told they
mightnot be far offthe mark
either. When this happens one
should notbe surprisedto see
the usual “I told you so” in-
dividuals gleefully preening
themselves in the middle ofa
traffic jam. Such is life!

But to get back to the
problem of Shillong Traf-
fic, the problem has reached
such proportions, that not
a single day passes without
some comment or the other
on the subject in the Letter
to the Editor columns of The
Shillong Times. Varied sug-
gestions, some pie -in -the-
sky and some down-to-earth
have been offered for im-
proving the situation. These
proposals range from clos-
ing of roads for pedestrian
use only; the introduction of
school buses;‘to construction
offlyovers etc. Togive credit
to authorities concerned,
various regulatory measures
too had beentried in the past.
They ranged from engaging
local durbars in traffic control
to ISe*installatidn of traffic
lights; Sadly they~failed.
The focus of this essay will
therefore be mainly be on the
reasons for this failure.

Shillong is fast becoming
if it has not already become
a cosmopolitan city and the
concerns expressed about its
traffic woes are cosmopolitan
- coming from every strata
ofsociety. These suggestions
however are highly compart-
mentalized, addressing one
or at most two aspects ofthe
problem at a time, not the
problem in its entirety. Here
to my mind liesthe root cause
to our inability to come out
with a comprehensive solu-
tion on Shillong Traffic prob-

lem. The problem calls fora .

will not pose any kind of

threat to the health, beauty

and civic environment of

the town. Come what may,

the decision taken should not
make us regret at leisure.

Yours etc.,

Salil Gewali,

Shillong-2

Save our rivers
now!

Editor,

Apropos the front page
news headlined 'Umkhrah,
Umshyrpi rivers among pol-
luted water bodies," (ST
Aug 28, 2022), as a deeply
concerned senior citizenwho
has witnessed the degen-
eration of the above pristine
rivers to those offilthy drains
that they're today without an
iotaofhope in sight for their
rejuvenation | am distressed
and compelled to pen down
this letter. My hope is that
the authorities do something
worthwhile immediately
instead of just paying lip
service or inthis instant news
item convey what's on paper
and being supposedly done
only for public consump-
tion like dutiful clerks. It's
obvious that little has been
achieved and nothing more
expected considering the
present lackadaisical attitude
of concerned authorities
right from the top to the
lowest levels of government
and local traditional bodies,
unless the government of
the day decides to be serious

Congestion

By Toki Blah

comprehensive identification
and analysis of the causes
before we can come up witha
suitable comprehensive plan
of action towards problem
solution.

The main cause forunruly,
disorderly, unmanageable
and chaotic traffic condi-
tions in Shillong City spring
from the very nature of this
Hill Station, its unplanned
existence and growth! Its nar-
row roads remained the same
since British times as no one
ever caredto foresee the need
fortheir expansion to caterto
the traffic requirements ofthe
21st century. This is called
visioning, we didn’t have
it and we still don’t have it
and the price to pay for this
lack of foresight will be the
inheritance we bequeath to
our children. They will curse
us 'And whatever profanity
they use then, we deserve in
full measure!

There is this story about
a leading political figure of
the state in the heady days
post January 1972, when
approached by a visionary
technocrat fromthe PWD on
the need to now plan for the
expansion of Shillong roads,
scoffed at the official, saying
that the inevitable shifting
of the Assam Capital from
Shillong and resulting exodus
ofthe Assamese fromthis city
will make it so desolate that
finding a dog in the streets
might now be a problem. So
much for Urban Planning!
Added to this is the failure
of the PWD to enforce its
rules on distances of private
buildings from the centre of
the road. Walls of buildings
sometimes end where the
road begins. Hardly any space
ha” been spared for footpaths
or pedestrian amenities. We
also find the inexplicable
establishmentofschools right
atthe edge ofthe public road
with literally no space for
student recreation and with
a total disregard for parking
space, for vehicles that pick
and drop students. Such ve-
hicles now park on the road
addingto its already deficient
width.

- All this because of an-
other misconceived approach
that an elected Shillong Mu-
nicipality is a threat to our
indigenous identity. How
this can be has never been
satisfactorily explained but
it has clearly leftthe city, for
the last 50 years, bereftofan
elected Urban management
body, to look after its welfare.

with rejuvenation of these
rivers.

Instead of squandering
precious resources from
the public exchequer for
meaningless extravaganzas
to attract tourists, serious
efforts are necessary instead
to marshal resources and
agencies for effective imple-
mentation o fschemes for the
rejuvenation ofthese rivers.
Then and only then can we
justify having these now
meaningless and fruitless
extravaganzas galore with a
lame duck excuse of attract-
ing tourists.

Yours etc.,
Fearless Waijri,
Via email

NTAexam
centres a torture
for students

Editor,

National Testing Agency
(NTA) has been established
as a premier, specialist, au-
tonomous and self-sustained
testing organization to con-
duct entrance examinations
for admissions to and fellow-
ships in higher educational
institutions. However, as
students if we apply for any
examinationwe are allocated
the centre at Guwahati. |
have applied for NTA, NET
examinations and my centre
was Guwahati, whereas my
friend was allocated a centre
in Mizoram. As a general
candidate, after paying Rs

Well we are paying for sup-
porting such unfounded, stu-
pid beliefs and if relief from
our traffic sufferings are to
be found, we simply have to
search our own hearts. Per-
haps, just perhaps we might
just find answers there.

Then there is the daily
ever increase of vehicles
on our roads, mostly newly
acquired private vehicles.
There are séme who grumble
against this trend and who
argue for regulations to curb
easy bank loans for cars.
Time we accept that times
have changed. People, the
common people are no longer
keento walk. They feel more
comfortable to travel by car
however short the distance
mightbe and is a distinct trait
of modem urban existence.
The trouble here is not the
cars they use but the destina-
tions they travel to. Most of
these destinations are offices
andwork places; educational
institutions; markets and en-
tertainment areas. Problem
is with the rapid increase of
population and urbanization
and the narrow existing toads
and these public utility areas
continue to be concentrated
in the small congested loca-
tions where they had been
established ages ago.

Our reliefwill lie only in
our ability to disperse them
to new areas. New Shillong
is there but only a few Gov-
ernment departments seem
interested in shifting thefe.
Others like schools, markets
and other recreational institu-
tions continue to concentrate
in Old Shillong. This was
where MUDA could have
played a big role in regulat-
ing urbanization between
Old and New Shillong. That
it hasfailed is because ofthe
narrow, severely restricted
vision of Khasi leadership,
both in the Political and Tra-
ditional field.Some people
with vested political interests
started the whole unneces-
sary controversy between
KHADC and MUDA and the
Dorbar Shnong that should
have known better joined
in the chorus of supporting
the KHADC. So where are.
we today? Nowhere! AH of
us stuck in KHADC incom-
petence to come up with
any meaningful solutions to
Shillong’s urban prbblems
and its inability to find an-
swers for Urbanisation in 6th
Schedule areas. Well if we
continue to wait for KHADC
deliverance then we should

1000 to Rs 1500 for .the
examination fees we also
have to spend extra money
to travel to other states for
the examination. This time |
have applied for SWAYAM
exam and again | was allo-
cated a centre in the interior
area of Guwabhati. This is
causing a lot of problems
for the students. The mail
address for grievances is not
being responded to by the
NTA. The helpline number
011 6922 7700 is also not
being attended to. The State
Government, particularly
the Education Departmentis
urged to please look into the
matter and help resolve the
problems faced by students
from Meghalaya.

Yours etc.,

RK Sarki,

Shillong

Bilkis Bano case:
Loss offaithin
judicial system

Editor,
It was heart-breaking

to hear the news that the 11
rapists convicted in the Bil-
kis Bano case were released
early by the Gujarat Gov-
ernment. The state has the
power to release them early
and people deserve a second
chance in life and legally
there's nothing wrong with
releasing ofa convictpriorto
the completion oftheir term
of punishment. However,
their felicitation and gar-

be prepared to wait for anoth-
er 50 maybe 100 years more.
Those who initiated this un-
called for controversy ought
to be thoroughly ashamed
of themselves. When public
interest is sacrificed for per-
sonal political advancement,
it is also another form of cor-
ruption in public life.

We started off with high-
lighting the urban pains o fthe
common citizens of Shillong
primarily because ofthe city’s
chaotic traffic. We ended up
with the sad story of petty
unsightly political squabbles
trumping over genuine needs
of the city and its citizens.
The root of it all is control
of the financial resources an
urbanized Shillong brings
in and unless we get out of
this, “only | should do it,”
syndrome and unless we can
think of a paradigm where,
“all ofus need do ittogether,”
then Shillong shall forever
continueto wallow in its own
filth and grime.

The need for Shillong
activities to relocate to New
Shillong cannot be over em-
phasized. It has become a
public necessity. Yet one still
hear rumours of malls being
planned in Police Bazar in
the PWD office at Banter its
only fools and morons who
can’t see the stupidity ofsuch
thinking. When one thinks
aboutthe personwho decides
on such silly ventures one
can’t help thinking thatsome
village somewhere must re-
ally be missing their village
idiot! Government, KHADC
and the Dorbars of Greater
Shillong need to sit together
notasrival pirates quarrelling
over the spoils erf a hapless
victim but as family members
planning together how to
repairthe house. We need out-
of-the- box thinking; partici-
patory planning together with
a united political will to get
Shillong out of the quagmire
it finds itself in today. Fears
of loss oftribal identity; fear
of increased Government in-
tervention into 6th Schedule
areas; ofurban bodies like the
Municipality being hijacked
by non-tribals, arejail fear
mongering tactics to allow
emotions to rule over reason
and logic. They are typical
of a political system that has
no other vision butto capture,
power by simply invoking
fear. It’s the usual endemic
plague offearthat Meghalaya
suffers from. Come to think
of it it’s really stupid; But
stupid it shall remain if we
are not prepared to come out
ofour stupor.

landing is something that's
not only distasteful but also
morally wrong. The release
of these convicts and- their
felicitation has only shaken
the belief of the public in
the judiciary. Calling these
convicts as "Sanskari" will
only encourage more crime
and the society to ohce again
rethink about the laws.

Our country still follows
penal laws that are more
than a hundred and sixty
years old. The society has
developed a lot'from that
time and so have the crimes,
therefore it is must for the
country to also amend or
renew their penal laws and
codes, so that crime rates
may also reduce. The main
aim of punishment is to
either reform a person or to
deter them from committing
crime. However, it seems
like in this case neither were
the convicts reformed nor
is the society deterred from
committing heinous crimes
like rape. There is an urgent
need for all the three organs
of government to engage on
this issue sathat the public
can still have faith in the
justice system.

Yours etc.,

Reakor Shisha
Kharkrang,
Laitmynsaw Village,
Upper Shillong
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Demolition of Noida Twin Towers
height of corruption in New India

Both SP and BJP must
own responsibility for

the sordid affairs
By Sushil Kutty

“Towers of corruption
demolished”, the shrill voice
rising above the plumes of
billowing dust. Somebody
called it “spectacle demoli-
tion”, no less symbolic than
the 1992 demolition of a
500-year-old mosque. The
voice had its roots in Ut-
tar Pradesh. The Supertech
Twin Towers of corruption
were brought down at the
Supreme Court’s interven-
tion.

If the top court hadn’t
stood With the residents,
comiption would have had
a free run. That said, the
apex court doesn’t always
notice comiption. Graft has
to be pointed out to the top
court. But for the persistent
citizens, the corruptbuilders
of the Twin Towers would
have gotten away, and made
aclean getaway with nobody
getting any the wiser.

Our “Pyara Desh Hin-
dustan” stands on four tot-
tering pillars of corruption.

Corruption is like a living
organism in India’s innards,
mid a festering wound on
the outward. The demoli-
tion of the Supertech Twin

tion continues circulate un-
dermultiple names. The cor-
ruption of the class Il and
class IV government babus,
in the name of the British-
Raj era ‘bakshish’, continues
unabated in the bureaucrat-
ic corridors of corruption.
‘Dens of corruption’ was an
‘older’ construct.

Narendra Modi rode 2G
horsepowerto become Prime
Minister of India. Thatwas
the last we heard ofthe ‘2G
Ghotala’. Signed affidavits
to the Election Commission
had shown how much BJP
MPs, who contested a sec-
ond time in 2019, had risen
in wealth.

Every single BJP Member
of Parliament made manna
from heaven in the first five
years. How? The only Indi-
ans who made more (by far
more) were tfye iakhpatis’
who became ‘crorepatis”,
and the ‘crorepatis’ who
joined the tribe of the ‘ar-
abpatis’. However, nobody

can point a finger at the bil-
lionaires who are so-conve-
niently Modi-friendly.
And, there is nothing
to show that India’s crony

anendC£X%italists got to become-

decade-old battle between *
‘Supertech' and residents of

the towers ringing the Twin

Towers.

The residents had gone
to court protesting the rise
of the Twin Towers from
an expanse of green patch
that they said belonged tor
the “community”. This was
a case Of citizen-actiyism."
The top courtjust happened
to be there to facilitate. Left

billionaires, courtesy corrup-
tion. Butthen, whatis crony
capitalism, ifitis nota form
ofcorruption? Doesn’t facil-
itating relatives and friends
to getrich overnightamount
to corruption? Doesn’t crony
capitalism amountto playing
dirty?The two-time Naren-
dra Modi regime has turned
crony capitalism into an art,
the science ofwhichis never
spoken about. The Tatas

“Every single BJP Member of
Parliament made manna
from heaven in thefirstfive years.
How? The only Indians who
made more (byfar more) were the
Takhpatis "'who became ‘crorepatis’,
andthe ‘trorepatis 'whojoined the tribe
ofthe ‘arabpatis . However, nobody
canpoint afinger at the billionaires
who are so-conveniently Modi-friendly.

to the bureaucrats and the
politicians, with the police
thrown in for good measure,
the Twin Towers would still
be rubbernecking with taunt-
ing contempt.

The Supreme Court
wasn’t doing any favours
to anybody. This is a sec-
ond time so-called “towers
of corruption” have been
brought down. An earlier
instance was in Kochi, Ker-
ala—the so-called 100 per-
cent literate state. Corruption
isno strangerto ‘God’s Own
Country’, the name givento
Kerala by a brand-guru,

The brand stuck and
Malayalis took it to heart,
for real! The Kochi tower,
demolished by the same
artists who did the Noida
Supertech in, has become a
movie, which was released
recently to lousy reviews. If
anything, the press reports
of the demolition were by
farmore exciting.The Kochi
tower movie flopped. And it
is unlikely ‘Supertech’ will
everbe filmedto hitmultiple
screens worldwide. The real
story is, there is no escaping
corruptionin India evenwith
escapist films. After Naren-
dra Modi came to power,
corruption has been brushed
under the carpet.

Like a bad coin corrup-

made everything, from ‘pins’
to ‘powerhouse’, but the
current crop of billionaires
is invested in owning media,
and making movies, too. In
Spectrum, and on smart-
phones.Delhi ChiefMinister
Arvind Kejriwal rode to
power riding Anna Hazare’s
‘India Against Corruption’.
Today, a decade later, Ke-
jriwal’s AAP ministers are
battling anti-incumbency
less than they are fighting
charges of corruption.

Whatever happened to
‘IAC’? Whether it’sthe BJP
or the Aam Aadmi Party,
it was the corruption issue
that brought them to power,
and pelf. Arvind Kejriwal
is eight years after facing
Modi in a Lok Sabha contest,
challenging Modito a repeat
contest in the 2024 Lok
Sabha general elections.

The Congress, which lost
its pre-eminence in the eight
years since 2014, is free of
corruption charges because
it’s not in power! Corruption
eludes power when power
slips out. To the Congress
party’s eternal shame, it’s
not in the league of corrupt
because it lost power! Like
the Supertech Twin Tow-
ers, which no longer counts
as it no longer exists. (IPA
Service) .
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Gadkari’s travails

UNION Roads and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari is deeply distressed and this is evident
from the hints coming from him in recent weeks.
He has started off by saying at an event in Nag-
pur, his own home turfand the base ofthe RSS,
that politics interests him less now as it is cent
per cent power play and that he’s started think-
ing as to when he must quit politics. He said at
another event, again in Nagpur, that it was bad
policy to “use and throw” those around us. His
audience comprised majorly ofyoung entrepre-
neurs, but many read between the lines and saw
a personal agony behind it. They linked this to
his removal from the top BJP decision-making
bodies —the parliamentary board and central
election commission a week ago.

Gadkari, a former BJP chief who had also
functioned as a minister in Maharashtra long
ago; is aseasoned politician. Many had thought
he, with his close connections with the RSS
top brass in Nagpur, could*be PM one day. As
minister for roads, Gadkari’s performance was
exemplary. The infra push he gave in recent
years stands out and demonstrates his admin-
istrative and leadership acumen. His recent
comment, that officers need only say “Yes Sir”
and follow what their boss wants, has been part
of his grand strategy to produce results. At the
same time, under the Modi-Shah dispensation,
his voice was largely muted at the top levels of
party and government. With his long experience
in party and governance his views perhaps did
not get the importance they deserved now. He
is known to have reduced his interventions at
such high-level discussions.

Clearly, Gadkari could not be eliminated from
the top BJP decision-making bodies without the
tacit approval ofthe RSS, the ideological super-
structure of the saffron political establishment.
New influences are evident in the RSS leader-
ship itself though Mohan Bhagwat remains at
its head. What must be stressed is that the RSS
is awell-knit entity and plans its strategies well
in advance; its role in the selection ofNarendra
Modi as PM nominee, for instance, was awell-
thought out plan. This is time for the BJP and
the RSS to look at the future after the Modi era.
Allegations were that Gadkari made money. A
perception was also gaining ground that another
Brahmin leader from Maharashtra, Devendra
Fadnavis needed more importance than Gadkari
in the party now. Itis perhaps logical to suspect
that the RSS has zeroed in on someone else
as Modi’s successor for the future and hence
wants to systematically reduce the eminence

of Gadkari.

Letters to the Editor

With Police in
the docks, who

prosecutes?

Editor,

For the past 3-4 days in a
row now, the front page news
headlines'in The Shillong
Times has all been about GK
langrai, Assistant Inspector
General of Police (Admin-
istration) who is rapidly
emerging as One Hell of
a desperate Black Sheep
within the IPS/MPS flock. If
reports are to be believed this
cop manages to control and
manipulate over 29 vehicles
(apparently all new vehicles)
of the police department.
Who uses these vehicles,
Police officials or private
citizens; when, how long and
for what purposes is yet to
be clarified. It’s just one of
the layers upon layers of in-
explicable acts unbecoming
that ofa Government servant
perpetrated by this man. He
misuses a police truck for
his own personal benefit. He
draws POL bills on his own
signature and thousands of
unaccounted liters of fuel.
A large chunk of the police
budget has been kept at his
discretion. At the same

“time he also is also heading
the elite SF -10 , a counter-
insurgency commando force
within he Meghalaya Police.
Most probably the personnel
of this cream-of-the-crop
force will end up running
domestic errands for the
family of the AIG. To top
the icing he also appears to
be the favorite ofthe ex DGP
and there are insinuations of
yetto be proven connections
with and acting as henchman
of greasy palmed Ministers
ofthe Govt.

And all the above facts
have emerged from an in-
house inquiry report by a
group of senior police of-

ficers. I1t’s no made up yam
by some sensation seeking
newspaper. Going through
this cop’s CV is like going
through the biodata of some
super Tihar inmate; only
here it happens to be the
CV of one of Meghalaya’s
top cops.

Well, the above is as far
as allegations go, but that
they are “legations against
a senior police officer ofthe
state and one who will be
heading the elite SF-10 force
and this makes it imperative
that they be taken with the
seriousness they demand.
No one is guilty until proven
guilty is accepted. But there
is also the possibility of one
remaining in a position of
power to cover up his own
crimes. This however seems
to be the furthest from the
Govt’s mind as the Chief
Mihister himselfhas stepped
into give the suspected cop a
clean chit. On what grounds
was this certificate of exon-
eration given by the Head
ofthe Govt is not clear. The
CM preferred to put his faith
on one accused man than on
the report compiled by his
own senior police officers
of the state! Strange, really
strange! Why the alleged
tainted cop was not removed
S0 as to enable an unbiased
probe into the matter is also
not clear. More intriguing is
the complete silence by the
Home Department on this
issue. The Home Minister,
true to form, has decided
that discretion is better than
valour and has apparently
decided to go underground
on the issue. Sowhat does all
this moving around in circles
on an apparently open and
shut case indicate?

Either the top guns in the
police force itself are pro-
tecting their man or a more
serious and dangerous drama
of political involvement and

Conservative Tory voters not p

prepared to accept a non-white

Prime Ministerial candi-
date ofthe British Conserva-
tive Party Rishi Sunak has
been consistently outper-
forming Truss in debates yet
he continues to lag behind
his challenger among the
voters of the Party. Senior
Tory leaders say that he is not
having a good time. Sunak
who made arobust start finds
himselftrailing behind Truss.
Since he appears to be losing
the race, his supporters have
started the process to identify
the reasons so that he may
succeed in overcoming his
deficiencies.

His supporters neverthe-
less zero on three counts;
his first mistake was to turn
over aggressive from the very
beginning, second, former
prime minister Boris Johnson
has been consistently using
his influence and support
base against him and third,
his move to identify with the
Indian government to rope
in the support of the British
Indians.

Sunak had said that he
wanted to change the UK-
Indiarelationship to make ita
more two-way exchange that
opens up easy access to UK
students and companies in
India. Ata campaign meeting
hosted by the Conservative
Friends of India (CFIN) he
had greeted the largely Brit-
ish Indian gathering with a
mix of traditional greetings
such as namaste, salaam,
khemcho, and kidda. He even
broke into Hindi: Aap sab
mere parivar ho (you all are
my family)."

In the initial phase of the
campaigning it did not appear
that racism would have any
impact on the Conservative
members. But gradually it
took over the psyche of the
party members and they
shifted their allegiance to
Truss, who notwithstanding
her wavering stand on most
ofthe important issues man-
aged to identify herselfwith
the aspirations ofthe rightist
Conservatives. It is ironic
that the same group of the
Conservative meftibers have
been raising the bogey that
after his defeat.Sunak will
move out to USA.

This falsehood no doubt
willhavevery adverse impact
on Sunak’s electoral pros-
pects and his political career.
Though a large number of
Conservatives have cast their
votes, there are some waiting

political cover-up attempt is
what, the public is seeing. If
those in the know are to be
believed then the underwear
of politicians involved are
tainted and smeared with
complicity in corruption.
A more than likely turn of
events knowing the sticky
fingers most of the senior
political people in this Govt
are reputed to have.
Yours etc.,
Pramod Chandra Pradhan,
Via email

Unfair
treatment to
|CSE topper

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper, |
would like to draw your kind
attention to what is going
on in the academic manifest
of St. Edmund’s School,
Shillong. I am writing this
with a lot of griefand anger
but | believe that writing
this would do justice to so
many people who would be
taking education seriously.
A month ago my son's ICSE
results had been declared
and he completed his entire
10th education with fly-
ing colours. Knowing this
we were elated and Wanted
everyone to know about this
piece ofinformation that was
S0 precious to us and our son.
Butwe couldn'tblatantly put
this out publicly because
we had to get the school's
confirmation. A month of
the results went by but the
school never reached out
to us and never contacted
us with anything related to
our son's results. Normally
it is the school that instantly
makes the announcement
and is excited about the re-
sults. They are the ones that
put in the efforts for the child
that has done well and has

By Arun Srivastava

for the final round. It is not
that he has landed in bad days
just because he is haunted
by the spectre of losing. The
bad days have been created
by the supporters and aides
of Boris. They are fanning
the propaganda that Sunak’s
policy on tax would ruin the
Britons. His stand on inflation
is not tenable.

While Sunak has become
the victim of larger failure of
the “modem non-ideological
conservative”, his efforts to
salvage the situation is be-
ing described as against the
principles of Conservatism.
These people are not even
ready to acknowledge him
as an ideologue, for whom
politics is merely another
branch of finance. The hard
core Conservatives are scared
ofthis political line of Sunak.
For them it smacks of some
socialist idea.

Nonetheless his support-
ers firmly hold that Britain
will be put in a bind under
the premiership ofTruss. His
rejection by the Conservative
members will invite perils for
them as well for Britain. His
defeat will signal a self-de-
structive Conservative party
which indulges in fantasy.
Economists nurse that ignor-
ing the warning from Sunak
and playing down his caution
signs would invite bad days
for Britain. They also argue
that rightist policies would
not bail out the country from
the present crisis that has
engulfed the country.

Politics is fundamentally,
about choices. It defines the
dynamics of the growth and
sustenance of the economy.
Since the Conservative law
makers are pragmatic and
see the nature of the emerg-
ing global economic scenario
from close quarters, they
favour Sunak. But the ortho-
dox Conservatives lack this
perspective. They are carried
away by the utopian concepts
of Truss. According to the
economists and experts an
effective political strategy is
about defining those choices
on your own terms. But the
signs and images that have
emerged on the political ho-
rizon ofBritain underline that
after September the choice in
British politics will change.

In his last ditch effort
to win over the Conserva-
tive members Sunak assured

put their school on the top
list. But even after multiple
efforts by multiple sources
we could never get in contact
with the Principal or anyone
in the administration. The
Principal would not pick up
our calls and would never
reply to our messages. We
were so sad and angered that
we decided after so long that
it is our right to understand
the situation. We mailed our
grievances to the institution
and in reply we got a mes-
sage from the administration
that they were "apparently”
sorry as they couldn't put our
son's name ii>the academic
merit list. They "allegedly"
had a Principals meet after
a whole academic year in
the month of August of this
year out of all months and
they decided that a topper
would be chosen from the
boy who actually embodies
the heart of the school and
it's founder.

Our only question is, in
which institution and in
which educational language
does "academic" topper fall
under a school's definition
of embodying the essence
of a school. An academic
topper is always chosen over
the marks that the student
obtains. We came to the
conclusion that the school
does not want to give our
son the pedestal that he has
got through his hard work
and instead wants to degrade
the position of the academic
topper by making lame ex-
cuses. We have never heard
that an academic topper is
“chosen;” we have always
known that an academic
topper "becomes" the topper
through their hard work. Itis
difficult to understand this
administrative decision. We
believe that for every future
student of St. Edmund’s it is
very importantthatthis bit of
justice is done to our son. We

them that as Prime Minister
he would scrap the 5 per
cent Value Added Tax (VAT)
rate on household energy
bills if prices continue to
rise later this year. He also
described the action as a
"temporary and targeted" tax
cut that would save average
households GBP 160 a year,
and ensure people get "the
support they need" while
also "bearing down on price
pressures".

Haunted by the racist pro-
paganda Sunak said he Was
"not going to apologise”
for his background, adding
that his parents had worked
hard and saved for him and
his siblings to get a good, if
expensive, education. "Such
aspirational values are Con-
servative," he declared. Sig-
nificantly Truss chose the
occasion to downplay her
camp's jibes at the British
Indian ex-minister’s choice of
attire, saying she did not have
"any issue with how expen-
sive anybody else's clothes
are" and is "not going to give
Rishi fashion advice", adding
that she is a "great admirer of
his dress sense".

What is being admired
about Sunak in the Conser-
vative members circle is his
firm commitment that he
would rather lose the Con-
servative Party leadership
race to replace Boris Johnson
than win on a false promise
on how he plans to tackle
the economic crisis. His sup-
porters nurse the impression
that this emphasis might
have forced some members
to rethink on their priorities
and they might have gone
for Sunak.

However Sunak’s support-
ers strongly feel that Truss as
the leader would not ensure
the victory of the party dur-
ing the general election as
herpolicies and programmes
are untenable and unaccept-
able to the people. On the
contrary Sunak has made
a place for him self among
the Britons by pledging; “I
am committed to helping
the most vulnerable families
with the cost-of-living crisis
and have moral responsibil-
ity to go further”. He said;
“l know millions of people
are worried about inflation,
particularly the cost of their
energy bills. What I've said
if I'm Prime Minister | will

repeat that the administra-
tion of St Edmund’s school
is depleting and degrading
the essence of our ward’s
hard work and all we want
is justice for our son’s ef-
forts. We hope this message
travels far and wide. The
world must understand what
goes on behind the flowery
walls of such a prestigious
institution.
Yours etc.,
Sazeed Zamal,
. Via email

Conservation
of unique fish

species

Editor,

Through The Shillong
Times, in particular and
through other media, | wish
to draw attention to the pre-
cious new species of Cat-
fish found in Rongkil and
Rongdal streams of North
Garo Hills near Rajasimla.
These require immediate
protection. They should be
conserved and meticulously
monitored and propagated.
Some of these new endan-
gered species like Pseudola-
guviameghalayaensis which
are new diminutive sisorid
catfish (Domain) can be
conserved and multiplied by
propagation. | call upon the
Fisheries Department of the
Government of Meghalaya
to take special protection
and care ofthese species by
declaring these two streams
at least as Catfish sanctuar-
ies. In fact, these type of
Catfishes and other types of
indigenous varieties were
available in huge numbers
in many streams and rivers
in Jaintia Hills, Garo Hills
and Khasi Hills prior to
1960-65. But due to human
indiscriminate destructive
practices of fishing many
Pseudolaguvia meghalaensis
became extinct. These types

go further in supporting those
families who most need sup-
port because the situation is
worse than when I announced
those measures earlier this
year".

Truss’s support is par-
ticularly strong among older
Conservative members, while
Sunak's is far higher among
younger ones. The old Con-
servatives are least concerned
of the issues like tax and
inflation. They have huge
resources and nurse purely
rightist ideas and philosophy.
Truss acquiring a lead over
Sunak primarily owes to her
over dependence on Boris.
A big chunk ofthe members
appreciate her for her loyalty
to Boris. Around 7 per cent of
Tory members cited race or
ethnicity as a reason for sup-
porting Truss and not Sunak.

The animosity between
Boris and Sunak has reached
to such a level that the former
has not been responding to
Sunak’s calls or messages.
Boris nurses strong hatred
for Sunak for triggering his
downfall by resigning from
the cabinet. Like the Indian
Godi media, the media of
Britain has been out to ensure
the defeat of Sunak. Even
though Sunak outwits his
rival in debates, they accuse
him of performing badly.
The party sources reveal that
the Conservatives are spliton
the pro and anti Boris line. A
senior Conservative Party MP
and former minister Michael
Gove predicted Rishi Sunak
to succeed Boris Johnson as
the Tory leader and the Brit-
ish Prime Minister, saying

.the former Chancellor has

what the top job requires.
Michael Gove was dramati-
cally sacked by Boris after he
called for him to quit amid a
mounting Cabinet rebellion.
"Even more important is
whata future governmentwill
adopt as its central economic
plan. And here | am deeply
concerned that the framing
of the leadership debate by
many has been a holiday from
reality. The answer to the
cost-of-living cannot be sim-
ply to reject further handouts’
and cut tax," said the veteran
Tory politician. But the final
word will come from nearly
two lakh voting members of
the Conservative Party who
are not yet ready for a non-
white Prime Minister to lead
Britain. (1PA Service)

of Catfish if conserved and
left undisturbed in bigger
and deeper rocky strong
current flow rivers can grow
very big and fishermen can-
not catch them with bare
hands without proper protec-
tion even afterfirmly hooked
by fishing hooks because
these fishes have sharp pro-
tected armoured fins on both
sides along with antennae of
the hammer like elongated
hard head. Even now some
are found in lower reaches
of strong current flows of
Rilang, Kynshi, Wahblei,
Umngi, Umngot, and the
upper courses of Simsang,
perhaps in some courses of
Ganol and other strong cur-
rent flow rivers. Fishermen
sometimes still get also
Anguilla bengalensis (Kha
Triang) in deep wide rocky
spaces with certain amount
ofsand deposit rivers.

The rivers of Meghalaya
used to have so many types
offishes and aquatic lives but
due to human indiscriminate
destruction of the environ-
ment these precious fishes,
flora and fauna are all lost.
The Fisheries Department
in collaboration with the
communities in villages and
environmentalists should
step up their joint efforts
to ensure protection and
conservation ofthe precious
aquatic lives and flora and
fauna of the State by ensur-
ing protection from pollution
and by stopping indiscrimi-
nate poisoning ofrivers and
their catchment areas.

Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Sr. Journalist,
Shillong-2

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

Snake Bites a

glected Tropical

Disease (NTD)

ByMaitphang Syiem

Seeing a slithering move-
ment of snakes would defi-
nitely frighten us and leave
us with an uneasy feeling.
Humans in general have con-
tradictory perceptions about
snakes, but the nature of
snakes is thatthey are reclu-
sive, cold blooded creatures
that are more afraid of Gs
and at all costs would avoid
confrontations. Howeverthe
case of man-animal conflict
is a never ending issue. In
humans, spotting a snake
triggers fear and panic that
sends out programs to our
brain to kill the snake even
if it means no harm to us.
However we need to know
that these creatures are also
protected by the Wildlife
ProtectionAct of 1972 under
various schedules.

Incidents and the out-
comes ofconfrontations with
snakes is a neglected subject
which is under reported and
undocumented. During the
pre-independence era Joseph
Fayrer a Surgeon General
of India firstly documented
snake bite deaths in 1869 and
accounted for about 11,416
incidents. This is something
which we need to carry on
in understanding and for-
mulating policies to prevent
snake bites. As we read we
might question the relation

«0f snake bites and NTD.
The WHO classified and
re-designated snake bites in
Category Aas NTD in 2017
for the obvious reason of
under reporting. As with the
current scenario much ofthe
reports are of verbal autop-
sies, therefore this presents a
challenge and an opportunity
to refine such studies.

The wildlife research-
ers, herpetologists such as
Padma Shree Romulus Whi-
taker, Ashok Captain and
many more have done a
commendablejob in helping
to understand about snakes.
We should leave no stone un- «
turned to learn from them.

Coming down to the sta-
tisticsasper WHO estimation
globally there are 5.4 million
snake bites resulting in 1.8
to 2.7 million envenoming
cases and roughly around
81,410 to 1,37,880 deaths
with many ofthe case being
reported from Asia, Africa
and Latin America. Snake
bites in general are related to
occupational health hazards.
Further more ifwe go by the
geographical context much
of the agrarian regions of
the world are highly affected
as cases have been associ-
ated with famers engaged
in fanning, plantation etc.
The tropical, sub-tropical
regions undoubtedly are the
locations of many snake bite
deaths and in particular, the
South and South East Asia
regions which account for
95% of snake bites.

InIndiaasperthe Million
Death Study (2000-2014) an
estimated figure of 1.2 mil-
lion snake bite deaths from
2000-2019 were reported
averaging to about 58,000
per year, If one would look
atthe National Health Profile
2021 report forthe (Jan-Dee
2020) time period India
has 1,26,927 cases and 626
deaths where Meghalaya
stands at 186 cases and 2
deaths from snake bite. As
observed by researchers
higher percentage of snake
bites occur during the hot
monsoon period and lesser
during hibernating winter
season since snakes are ec-
totherms or cold blooded
creatures that require exter-
nal heat source for body heat
regulation. Snakes usually
bask in the sun.

However as mentioned
earlier much of the inci-
dences of snake bites are
under reported which may
have anomalies in the es-
timated figures. Hence the
ongoing initiatives to study
snake bites comprehensively
by ICMR as reported in the
Shillong Times is indeed a
noble step. The study will
cover five zones consist-
ing of 13 Indian States and
31 Districts of which Me-
ghalaya is included. Such
epidemiological based study
will definitely help inunder-
standing areas of Meghalaya
where incidences are high,
to mobilise local capacity
building and to formulate
effective snake bite preven-
tive policies

India has a rich biodiver-
sity across the sub-continent.
The climatic and topographi-
cal setup is such that it makes
conducive environment for
species propagation. As
for the snake species they
are ecologically important.
There are about 300 odd
species out of which 60 are
venomous in nature and for
the record we do not call a
snake “poisonous.” We cajl
it “venomous snake”. By
and large in India much of
the lethal bites are inflicted
by the “Big Four,” name-
ly the Spectacled Cobra
(Naja naja), Russell’s Viper
(Daboia ruselli), Common
Krait (Bungarus caeruleus)
and Saw Scaled Viper (Echis
carinatus carinatus). As men-
tioned earlier, snakes are
reclusive, shy reptiles but if
provoked they will retaliate
lethally. One might question
about their venom but their
toxicity is a subject of high
concern as it is geo-specific
and differs from region to
region. Based on their toxic-
ity they have Hemotoxins,
Neurotoxins, Cardiotoxins,
Myotoxins and Cytotoxins
and going by the natural
way they use it for their
self defence and preying.
However, cases of snake
bite accidents are acts of self
defence by snakes as they
don’t want to be confronted.
Researchers have reported
that The “Big Four” are
medically potent species as
the polyvalent Anti Snake
Venom (ASV) are produced
by injecting theirvenom into
animals like horses and col-
lecting the serum to produce
ASV which comes in liquid
and dried form.

So does Meghalaya have
the presence of the “Big
Four”? No we do not have
them but we have other
closely related snake species
that are equally highly ven-
omous which is something
to not fret about though.
We need to be aware of this
to understand and mitigate
snake bite incidents. If we
run through the snake data-
base maintained by wildlife
conservation organizations,
snake species like King
Cobra (Ophiophagus Han-
nah), Monocled Cobra (Naja
kaouthia), Greater Black
Krait,( Bungarus niger),
Mountain Pit Viper (Ovo-
phis monticola), Banded
Krait (Bungarus Fascia-
tus), and Pope’s Pit Viper
(Trimeresurus (Popeia) po-
peiorum) are found here.
Recently a new venomous
viper specie was found from
Umroi Cantonment and was
named as Maya’s Pit Viper
(Trimeresurus Maya) after
the late mother of an army
officer. Apart from the men-
tioned snake species we have
the King Cobra which is the
deadliest. A single venom-
ous bite can kill at least 20
people but by nature they
hardly attack humans as they
are reclusive.

Another concerning mat-
ter is that the Monovalent
Antivenom (OhMAYV) is
not available in India; it is
only manufactured in Thai-
land and the usage against
the King Cobra Species
found in India poses ef-
ficacy issues. For all of us
to know, the effective way
of treating snakebite medi-
cally is through the usage of
ASV only. However snake
bites as an occupational
hazard open huge opportu-
nities for research in finding
antidotes from the ethno-
botanical context too. The
Indian Vaidyas have used
indigenous approach using
herbs, plants leaves, roots
etc to treat snake bites. There
are a list of plant names
that are used for snake bite
treatment. We cannot deny
that the phytochemicals
present in plants have a
huge potential to neutral-
ize poisons or venoms but
the efficacy of really using
it needs to be scientifically
tested and medically proven.
Meghalaya has bountiful
medicinal plant species but
just knowing them through
folklore and verbal tran-
scriptions is not enough.
There is a need for rigorous
intensive scientific research.
(The writer is a Geo-spatial
Expert - maitphangsyiem@
gmail.com)



